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The Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered a probe

headed by former SC judge
Justice AK Patnaik into allega-
tions made by advocate Utsav
Bains that there is a “corporate”
conspiracy to frame the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Ranjan
Gogoi on charges of sexual
misconduct. 

A Bench of Justices Arun
Misra, RF Nariman and
Deepak Gupta also directed
Delhi Police, CBI and
Intelligence Bureau to cooper-
ate with Justice Patnaik in the
probe. On the completion of
inquiry, Justice (Retd) Patnaik
will file a report in a sealed
cover before the court after
which the matter will be heard
again.

Justice Patnaik was earlier
appointed by SC to probe the
allegations against former CBI
Director Alok Verma. 

Anguished over “system-
atic attack” to malign the judi-
ciary, the Supreme Court said
that time has come to send a
message to the country that the
top court was “not vulnerable”
and nobody can “remote con-
trol” it either by money or
political power. The top court,
warned that if such attempts
were not stopped the institu-
tion “will die”.

During the course of the
hearing, advocate Utsav Bains,
who made the claim about a
conspiracy to frame Justice
Gogoi, filed an additional affi-
davit in a sealed cover in the
court in support of his claims.

The court - while examin-
ing an affidavit by lawyer Utsav
Bains - noted that the allega-
tions of “Bench fixing are so
serious that it requires investi-
gation”.

SC also noted that the
probe committee will not go
into the issue of sexual harass-
ment allegations against the CJI
and the outcome of the Justice
Patnaik probe will not affect the
in-house inquiry.

Meanwhile, Justice NV
Ramana, part of 3-member
in-house inquiry panel set up
to examine the allegations of
sexual harassment against
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi, recused himself from it
on Thursday.

The development comes a
day after the former apex court
woman employee, who lev-
elled the allegations against
the CJI, wrote a letter to the
panel expressing reservation
over the inclusion of Justice
Ramana.

Observing that the apex
court cannot be run by money
or political power, a three-
judge special Bench headed by
Justice Arun Mishra said that
the day has come for them to
rise and tell the country’s rich
and powerful that they are
“playing with fire”.

“Do not think that the
Supreme Court can be remote
controlled by anything on the
earth, whether money power or

political power,” the Bench
said. “We are anguished with
the way this institution is being
treated in the last three-four
years and we must say that it
will die and it will not survive
if this will happen. There is sys-
tematic attack, systematic game
to malign this great institution,”
the court said.

The Bench said letters were
being written and books were
being printed in matters pend-
ing in the court and this prac-
tice has to be stopped.

“Do the rich and powerful
of this country think that they
can remote control the
Supreme Court,” the Bench
said.

The hard hitting observa-
tions by the Bench came after
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
said there should be a probe by
a special investigation team
(SIT) on the allegations levelled
by advocate Utsav Singh Bains
in his affidavit as he has

claimed a larger conspiracy
which concerns the adminis-
tration of justice.

“You (Mehta) are provok-
ing us to speak. We are not
inclined to say but now listen.
So many things are going on.
There are serious allegations
that need to be probed.

The Supreme Court can-
not be run by money power or
political power,” Justice Mishra
said.

“It is an institution of you
people and not ours. Judges
come and go but if these things
will happen then it (institution)
will die and it will not survive,”
the Bench said.

During the hearing on
Thursday, the Bench said, “We
cannot mention several things.
People are trying to manage the
court registry by money power.
When somebody tries to
improve things, he is killed and
maligned? We have come to
this extent of blackmailing.”
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Congress on Thursday field-
ed old-hand Ajay Rai from

Varanasi to take on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, end-
ing speculation of a possible
electoral duel between Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and the PM. 

The suspense finally ended
with the party nominating Rai,
who unsuccessfully contested
against Modi in 2014 and fin-
ished third after the BJP leader
and AAP’s Arvind Kejriwal. In
2014, Modi won by a margin of
over three lakh votes against
Aam Aadmi Party leader
Arvind Kejriwal. While Modi
got over 5,81,000 votes, Rai
managed about 75,000 votes. 

The party also fielded
Madhusudan Tiwari from
Gorakhpur against BJP’s Ravi
Kishan, a popular Bhojpuri

film star.
Speculation on Priyanka

making her electoral debut
from Varanasi had been rife for
the past few weeks and was
fuelled after Congress president
Rahul Gandhi, to a question on
whether he planned to field his
sister against PM Modi, said
last week, “I will leave you in
suspense. Suspense is not
always a bad thing.”
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Country’s largest carmaker
Maruti Suzuki India (MSI)

on Thursday announced that it
will stop sales of all diesel-
engined cars from April 1,
2020. This is the day that
Bharat Stage 6 (BS6) emission
norms come into force in India
and no old Bharat Stage 4
diesel engined vehicles will be
allowed to be registered.  

“The Supreme Court has
made it clear that it will not
allow the sale and registration
of any BS4 from April 1, 2020”,
MSI chairman RC Bhargava
said explaining the decision. 

Some of the company’s
models like Vitara Brezza and
S-Cross currently come with a
diesel engine option only.

During the carmakers
annual results conference on
Thursday, Bhargava said mak-
ing existing diesel engines BS6
compatible was not technical-
ly possible and also the cost of
a BS6 diesel option on smaller
cars would add at least �1 lakh
to the existing cost of a 
diesel car. 

Detailed report on P10
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With full Statehood as the
main poll plank, the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Thursday launched its mani-
festo for general election. With
the status, the Delhi
Government "will have control
over land, law and order, police
and control over officials and
decision-making," AAP nation-
al convener Arvind Kejriwal
said while launching the mane-
festo. 

The manifesto covered a
range of issues in 12 areas of
education, health, women safe-
ty, police reforms, zero cor-
ruption, jobs, land and housing,
protection from 
sealing, cleanliness, pollution,
transport, and Yamuna rejuve-
nation.

It also explained how all
the other national Capitals
have power over local police,
appointment and transfer of
officials, land and city planning,
housing, traffic and transport
planning and control over local
bodies while Delhi has none 
of it.
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With an aim to create
awareness against wildlife

crime, WWF — TRAFFIC
(India) has put on display
Snow Leopard Panthera uncial,
Greater One-Horned Rhino
Rhinoceros unicornis; pan-
golins; Asian Elephant Elephas
maximus; and Don’t Buy
Trouble (which lists prohibited
wildlife species for possession
or trade in India) at the
Customs checkpoint in
Terminal 3 of Indira Gandhi
International airport (IGIA)
in Delhi.

Ravi Singh, Secretary
General and CEO of WWF-
India, said, “Lack of awareness
is one of the biggest hurdles in
efforts to curtail wildlife traf-
ficking in the air transport
sector. These displays will help
raise awareness and sensitise
both travelers and airport staff
about wildlife trafficking.”

To educate air travelers on

wildlife crime -poaching and
illegal trade, The Indian
Customs Department; TRAF-

FIC and WWF-India are reach-
ing out to travelers passing
through IGIA which is con-

sidered the busiest airport in
the world. 

Dr Amandeep Singh,
Additional Commissioner,
Office of the Commissioner of
Customs, IGI Airport,
Terminal-3, Delhi, said, “Illegal
wildlife trade has grown to
become a very serious crime
globally. Here at customs, we
recognise this threat to our
country’s biodiversity and have
therefore undertaken this
awareness initiative to help
enlighten travelers as well as
customs officials about the
species impacted by illegal
wildlife trade. Customs is fully
behind the efforts to control
wildlife crime in the 
country.”

At a time, when consumer
demand for wildlife products is
a leading threat facing many
wildlife species traffickers rely
on existing transport links to
smuggle illegal wildlife prod-
ucts to consumers across the
world. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held a massive 7-km

roadshow in Varanasi, touch-
ing all ancient ghats which have
presence of different commu-
nities settled from across the
country for centuries. Ahead of
filing his nomination papers on
Friday, the PM sought a second
term for himself as party paint-
ed the ancient city saffron.

Modi commenced his
roadshow by first garlanding
the statue of Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) founder
Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya
and then proceeded in an open
vehicle with thousands of sup-
porters lined-up on both sides

raining flower petals on him.
Clad in a saffron kurta,

Modi, in a repeat of 2014 road-
show, greeted people with fold-
ed hands and incessant waving.

Modi’s roadshow mean-
dered through localities like
Lanka, Assi Ghat, Sonarpur,
Narad Ghat, Madanpura,
Gadoliya and concluded at
Dashaswamegh Ghat where
he performed the famous
Ganga Aarti amid sound of
“Shankhs” and “Ghantis”.

Madanpura is largely a
Muslim populated part of the
city where the Prime Minister
passed through in the evening.

Modi, who will file his
nomination papers on Friday at
about 11.30 am in the presence

of NDA alliance partners,
including Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, Shiv Sena chief
Udhav Thackeray and former
Punjab CM Prakash Singh
Badal, was accompanied by
UP CM Yogi Adityanath,
Union Ministers Piyush Goyal,
Sushma Swaraj, and JP Nadda
during the roadshow.

Amid loud shouts of
“Modi, Modi”, the Prime
Minister’s cavalcade slowed-
down at many places with the
PM acknowledging people
waving at him from rooftops.

Boats in the Ganga were
lighted with Modi’s cut-out
and display of “Mai Bhi
Chowkidar” and BJP’s symbol
lotus.

New Delhi: Supreme Court
judge Indu Malhotra was on
Thursday appointed as a new
member of the in-house
enquiry panel set up to exam-
ine the allegations of sexual
harassment against Chief
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi,
following the recusal of Justice
NV Ramana.

Justice SA Bobde, who is
heading the panel and is the
senior-most judge after the

CJI, has appointed Justice
Malhotra to the committee. 

Justice Indira Banerjee is
also part of the panel.

“I have been given the
power to constitute or re-con-
stitute the panel and conduct
the inquiry... I have inducted a
new member and this will be
sent to the full court for
approval... We are going to have
our first sitting as scheduled on
Friday,” Justice Bobde told PTI.
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The Central Administrative
Tribunal (CAT) here on

Thursday stayed the order of
the Election Commission sus-
pending IAS officer
Mohammed Mohsin for check-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s helicopter in Odisha.

The officer from Karnataka
cadre, deployed in Odisha as a
general observer, was sus-
pended on April 17 for check-
ing Modi’s helicopter in
Sambalpur in violation of
norms for dealing with SPG
protectees.

The CAT noted that there
was a circular regarding the
SPG protectees that they are
exempted from certain exam-
inations on certain 
grounds.
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Suspended senior IPS officer Mukesh Gutpa
claimed on Thursday that all the phone calls

intercepted during his tenure was certified by a
committee headed by the then Chief Secretary
(CS) Vivek Dhand, and that he was falsely impli-
cated in the tapping case.

Gutpa was interacting with media persons on
Thursday afternoon after he recorded his state-
ment at Economic Offence Wing (EOW) office
which he once headed for years.

“I am innocent and being framed. When I
was in the office I had unearthed several scams
to the tune of several crores of rupees and the
accused in those cases are trying to implicate me,”
Gupta who has a reputation of daring IPS offi-
cer, told media persons.

According to Gupta, Inspector General of
Police (IGP) of any range can get any individual’s
call recorded without any complaint if he finds
the person suspicious.  

“So, being ADG intelligence, I was exercis-
ing my duties with due permission from the then
Additional Chief Secretary (Home) NK Aswal,”
he said.  Meanwhile, his advocate Amin Khan
who had accompanied Gupta to EOW, talking to
The Pioneer explained that as per the set proce-
dure of call recording once a number is under sur-
veillance for a period of 7 days, then the
Additional Chief Secretary gives written per-
mission to extend the call recording.

“Once the call recording is done then it is pre-
sented before a committee headed by chief sec-

retary, law secretary and one other secretary
(other than ACS). The committee then reviews
the recording and provides a certificate. Later, the
records are deleted,’’ Khan revealed. He added that
all the phone tapping done by Mukesh Gupta were
certified by the committee.
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The US State Department
and a host of officials from

American covert agencies are
set to make a beeline to India
to get first-hand account and
perspectives on the National
Thowheed Jamat (NTJ) that
executed the deadliest attack in
the region in the last one
decade by hitting luxury hotels
and churches in Sri Lanka on
Sunday. 

The move comes as the US
State Department was caught
unaware despite the NTJ twit-
ter handle following at least six
officials of the US State
department officials but could
not get an assessment on the
outfit’s nefarious agenda even
as India provided actionable
inputs to Colombo two weeks
before the bombings. The NTJ
handle followed a total of 28
handles. 

Interestingly, the security
architecture of the servers of
NTJ’s online services is also
based in the US which also
hosts the servers of Pakistan-
based terror groups Jaish-e-
Mohammad and Lashkar-e-
Tayyaba as also the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR). 

According to the inputs
provided by India over two
weeks before the serial suicide
bombings, the NTJ was plan-
ning to target five-star hotels
and churches following which
the Sri Lankan police issued an
alert to various police units but
could not prevent the attacks. 

As per the inputs with the
Indian agencies, the NTJ had
first tried to hit the Indian
embassy in Colombo on April
4 but after finding the securi-
ty tight enough, the outfit tried
to target the US embassy on
April 11 but to no avail.
Following the failures, the NTJ
decided to target the luxury
hotels and the churches on
April 21. 

Post-26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks, the who’s who of
American intelligence and
investigation agencies had trav-
elled to Mumbai to question
Mohammad Ajmal Kasab, the
lone terrorists nabbed in the
case. 

However, the NIA team
had returned empty-handed
from the US that had visited
the US in 2009 to quiz David
Coleman Headley, one of the
conspirators of the Mumbai
terror attacks. 

The NTJ clearly posed itself
as an anti-democracy organi-
zation and posted radical reli-
gious posts on itsTwitter han-
dle with a follower base of
around 3,000 people. 
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As tension prevails between
India and Pakistan post

Pulwama attack and the three
Armed Forces are now on full
alert to meet any situation,
functional reorganisation of
Indian Navy towards improv-
ing operational efficiency
formed the core of discussions
during the three-day Navy
commanders’ conference
which ended here on Thursday.

The conference assumed
greater significance in the
backdrop of Pulwama-associ-
ated events that have brought
country’s defence under sharp-
er focus and provided the
higher naval leadership a
forum to discuss the emerging
challenges in the maritime
domain and fine tune the
strategies for responding to the
evolving geo-strategic envi-
ronment, officials said here.  

Forty Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) personnel
were killed on February 14 in
Pulwama in a suicide attack.
The IAF carried out air strikes
on Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
training camp in Balakot,
Pakistan on February 26.
Pakistan retaliated the next
day and tried to conduct air
strikes against military instal-
lations of India in Rajouri sec-
tor. 

Inaugurating the conclave,
Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman complimented the
Indian Navy for maintaining a

high operational tempo and its
ability to not only safeguard
India’s interest in the maritime
domain but also coerce an
adversary into submission as
was evident during the recent
standoff. 

During the interaction, the
Defence Minister reviewed the
combat readiness, pace of mod-
ernisation and progress of var-
ious acquisition and infra-
structure related cases. While
praising the Indian Navy’s for-
eign cooperation efforts to
support the Navies in the
region, she urged the Naval
Commanders to optimally
utilise available resources to

build a strong Navy that is
ready and vigilant to counter
any challenge that 
may emerge in the maritime
domain.

Chairing the conference,
Navy Chief Admiral Sunil
Lanba addressed the
Commanders on various
important issues pertaining to
operational readiness, capabil-
ity enhancement, maintenance,
op logistics, infrastructure
development and human
resource management.

Functional Reorganisation
of Indian Navy towards
improving Operational effi-
ciency’ and ‘Optimal Manning’

formed the core of discussions
towards finalising the long
term road map of the Navy. 

In keeping with the Navy’s
ethos of harnessing niche tech-
nologies, concrete plans to
incorporate ‘Big Data Analytics’
and ‘Artificial Intelligence’ for
solutions in the domains of
naval combat, convergence of
networks, information, logis-
tics, administration and
equipment health monitoring
for sustained operation were
also discussed. 

The next edition of Naval
Commanders’ Conference is
scheduled in October or
November this year.
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Watching television or
videos or even playing

games on mobiles should not
be more than an hour at a go
for kids under 5, the World
Health Organisation (WHO)
has said, concerned at the inac-
tivity fueling a rise in the num-
bers of obese or overweight
children worldwide. 

Toddlers are most vulner-
able to screens. The WHO in
its first of its guidelines for the
parents said that infants aged
18 months and younger should
not be exposed to any digital
media. 

Obesity in young age can
lead to premature death from

heart disease, diabetes, hyper-
tension and some forms of can-
cer. Also, shorter sleep duration
has been associated with more
TV viewing and time spent
playing computer games, said
the global health agency in its
guidelines released recently to
its member states.

It noted that under-fives
should also be physically active
and get adequate sleep to help
develop good lifelong habits
and prevent obesity and other
diseases in later life.

“What we are cautioning
on is over-use of those elec-
tronic screen times with young
children,” WHO expert Dr.
Fiona Bull said in a statement
here.

The WHO said children
between one and four years old
should spend at least three
hours in a variety of physical
activities spread throughout
the day. “Infants under one
should interact in floor-based

play and avoid all screens,”  it
said as it noted that being
inactive is fueling a rise in the
numbers of obese or over-
weight people worldwide.

“Preventing these deaths
needs to start in very early life,”
Bull said.

One in three adults today
are overweight or obese, and
one in four adults does not do
enough physical activity, she
said. “In this age group of
under 5s, it is currently 40 mil-
lion children around the world
(who) are overweight. Of that
(figure) 50 per cent are in
Africa and the southeast Asia
region,” Bull said. That trans-
lates into 5.9 per cent of chil-
dren globally.

Noting that early child-
hood is a period of rapid phys-
ical and cognitive develop-
ment during which habits are
formed and family lifestyle
routines are adaptable, the
WHO said, “sedentary behav-
iors, whether riding motorized
transport rather than walking
or cycling, sitting at a desk in
school, watching TV or playing
inactive screen-based games
are increasingly prevalent and
associated with poor health
outcomes.” 

Chronic insufficient sleep
in children has been associat-
ed with increased excessive fat
accumulation as measured by
body mass index (BMI), it
said.

2����������	�3�����#������	�����3��4�	%��
New Delhi: While India provided actionable inputs to the Sri
Lankan Government days ahead of the serial suicide bombings
in capital Colombo, the National Security Council Secretariat
headed by the National Security Advisor Ajit Doval did not both-
er to ensure issuance of a travel advisory to Indians against vis-
iting luxury hotels and churches in the island nation. Had the
travel advisory been issued in time, the precious lives of about
a dozen Indians killed in the attacks could have been saved. The
failure has been brushed under the carpet and even an enquiry
has not been ordered till far for the lapse. PNS
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With the Indian
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l

Department forecasting “near
normal” monsoon this year, the
Agriculture Ministry on
Thursday set its target for
foodgrain production during
kharif season 2019-20 at 147.9
million tonnes (MT), with rice
output pegged at 102 MT.
These targets are higher when
compared to the actual kharif
output for 2018-19, which is
142.24 MT, as per the second
advance estimates.

The Ministry also expects
the production during the
2019-20 rabi season to be ten-
tatively around 143.2 MT. At
the National Conference on
Agriculture, officials said rice
production would touch the
102 MT-mark this kharif sea-
son, while maize production
would be around 21.3 MT.

The production of bumper
foodgrain output expected this
kharif season, cereals will be
about 35.8 MT, while that of
pulses would be around 10.1
MT. The output of jowar, bajra
and ragi will be 2.1 MT, 9.5 MT
and 2.3 MT, respectively. Also,
total oil seeds production is
likely to be 25.84 MT and the
sugarcane output is expected to
be 385.50 MT, the Ministry
said. Cotton output is estimat-
ed to be 35.75 million bales
(each of 170 kg).
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Two days after Vice Admiral
Bimal Verma approached

the Armed Forces Tribunal
again challenging the selection
of his junior Karambir Singh as
the next Navy chief, the
Tribunal on Thursday directed
the Central Government to
submit its response within
three weeks. The new Navy
chief takes over on May 31 after
incumbent Admiral Sunil
Lanba retires that day. Verma
in his plea had sought a stay on
the Government order on
March 23 appointing Singh as
the next Navy chief.

Verma, now heading the
strategically important
Andaman and Nicobar
Command, had earlier with-
drawn his plea on April 8 after
the Tribunal asked him to first
exhaust all other ways includ-
ing seeking redress from the
Navy through a statutory com-
plaint. The officer, however,
again appealed to the Tribunal
on Tuesday.  His daughter
Rhea Verma and Ankur
Chibber are representing
Verma in the legal battle.
Incidentally, Verma, younger
brother of former Navy Chief
Nirmal Verma, had filed the
statutory complaint on April
10.  The petitioner retires in
November.

During the proceedings
here on Thursday, the centre
sought four weeks times
regarding the appeal filed by
Verma on April 23 and the

matter will now come up for
hearing again on May 20,
Verma’s daughter Rhea said.
She also said the central gov-
ernment has to positively
decide on the complaint by
May 15.

In the latest petition filed in
the Tribunal on Tuesday,
Verma had sought that the gov-
ernment order on March 23 to
appoint Karambir Singh as the
next Navy Chief instead of
him be stayed.

The petition filed by his
daughter Rhea Verma said
“Call for confidential reports of
the applicant and Vice Admiral
Karambir… examine them to
see whether any irrelevant and
extraneous considerations were
placed to reject applicant’s case
and if so, to expunge the extra-
neous considerations and direct
the competent authority 
to re-examine the case,” the
plea said.

The plea said the Vice
Admiral had filed a statutory
complaint before the Defence
Ministry for not being appoint-
ed the next Navy Chief despite
being the senior most and
asked it to decide the matter
urgently within ten days. “The
complaint is still pending with
the competent authority and
hence this original application
(petition),” the plea said.

In a communication dated
March 23, he had stated that
the government has “illegally”
and in a “wrongful” manner
appointed his junior Karambir
Singh as the next Navy chief.

Verma had stated that he
felt that the respondents (gov-
ernment) had illegally and in a
wrongful manner used the two
letters of Severe Displeasure,
which were issued to him in
2005 and 2007, to deny him the
post of the Navy chief.

The two letters were issued
to Verma on October 28, 2005,
and June 20, 2007, and he was
promoted to the rank of
Commodore and Rear Admiral
afterwards, thereby taking away
the sting of the said letters.

Verma also said  “it is
imperative that the Armed
Forces court apply the
‘Wednesbury rule’ and consid-
er whether relevant facts are
not considered and irrelevant
facts were considered by the
respondents before passing the
impugned letter.”

The Naval headquarters
forwarded the name of Verma
along with Vice Admiral
Karambir Singh and Vice
Admiral Ajit Kumar, the Flag
Officer Commander-in-Chief
Western Naval Command and
Vice Admiral Anil Kumar
Chawla, the Flag Officer
C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f
Southern Naval Command, to
head the Navy.  Verma retires
in November end.

It is the second time in the
current NDA regime that the
seniority tradition was over-
looked.  In the first case in
2016, Bipin Rawat was appoint-
ed the Army Chief superseding
the senior most officer Lt
General Pravin Bakshi.
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The Election Commission
(EC) has made it clear that

candidates will have to bear the
cost of advertising their crim-
inal antecedents in TV and
newspapers as it comes in the
category of ‘poll expenses’. The
poll panel has made it com-
pulsory for candidates con-
testing elections to advertise
their criminal antecedents in
TV and newspapers at least
thrice during electioneering.

Though directions in this
regard were issued on October
10, 2018, the rule is being
used for the first time in the
ongoing Lok Sabha elections.

EC officials said political
parties have been informed

that candidates will have to
bear the cost of the advertise-
ment from their poll expenses.
Some parties had approached
the poll panel urging it to
allow the advertisement
expenditure be borne by them
and not the candidates.

The parties too will have to
advertise the criminal records
of the candidates they have
fielded. The expenditure of
advertisement by the parties
will be borne by them.

This means that candi-
dates and parties contesting the
elections will have to publicise
their criminal records at least
on three different dates in
widely circulated newspapers
and popular TV channels dur-
ing the campaign period.

Candidates who do not
have records have to mention
that. The candidates will now
have to fill up an amended
form (number 26). They will
have to inform parties about
their antecedents such as cases
in which they have been con-
victed and cases pending
against them.

The parties, the EC said,
will be “obliged” to put the
information about the candi-
dates on their websites. The EC
direction of October, 2018 was
silent on whether the candi-
dates will have to pay 
from their pocket for the pub-
licity.

Parties which fail to com-
ply, face the prospects of getting
their recognition withdrawn or

suspended.  Candidates have to
submit clippings of their dec-
laration published in papers
and parties have to submit
details about the number of
such candidates in a state.

While there is a ceiling on
expenditure of candidates, the
parties have no such limit.
Candidates in Lok Sabha polls
can spend up to �70 lakh.

All registered political par-
ties have to submit a statement
of their election expenditure to
the election commission with-
in 90 days of the completion of
the Lok Sabha elections. 

All candidates are required
to submit their expenditure
statement to the poll panel
within 30 days of the comple-
tion of the elections. 

New Delhi: Former Army chief
Dalbir Singh Suhag has been
appointed as India’s next high
commissioner to Seychelles, a
country which is of strategic
importance to India in the
Indian Ocean region.

“He is expected to take up
the assignment shortly,” the
Ministry of External Affairs said
while making the announce-
ment. General (retired) Suhag
was the Army chief from July
31, 2014, to December 31,
2016. He was also part of the
Indian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) in Sri Lanka in 1987.

His appointment as Indian
High Commissioner to
Seychelles comes amid deep-
ening military ties between
India and the island nation.

India is developing
Assumption Island in
Seychelles as a naval base to
expand its footprint in the
strategically-key region where
China has been trying to
enhance its military presence. 

An agreement to develop
the island was inked in 2015
between India and Seychelles.

In June last year, Seychelles
President Danny Faure visited
India during which both coun-
tries agreed to work together
on the Assumption Island pro-
ject. Before his visit to India,
there were reports from the
island nation that it was can-
celling the pact with 
New Delhi. PTI
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The CBI has called former
Union Minister and Telugu

Desam Party (TDP) leader YS
Chowdary for questioning in
connection with a bank fraud
case. He has been asked to
appear on Friday at the agency’s
office at Bengaluru. 

“I can confirm that I do not
have any connection, knowl-
edge or acquaintance with the
company referred or its affairs
at any point time. I will be tak-
ing appropriate steps in the
matter,” Chowdary asserted.

The CBI had registered a

case against electrical equip-
ment manufacturer Best and
Crompton Engineering
Projects Limited for allegedly
cheating Andhra Bank to the
tune of �71 crore in 2017. In its
FIR against the Chennai-based
company and its five directors,
including Managing Director
Kakulamarri Srinivas Kalyan
Rao, the CBI has slapped
charges under Indian Penal
Code sections pertaining to
criminal conspiracy, cheating
and forgery among others and
relevant provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
they added. 
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STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Thursday

said that making farmers debt-free
is the vision of Congress and the
loan waiver of defaulting farmers is
just a mile stone in that regard.

Baghel said this while interact-
ing with media persons in Jabalpur
in Madhya Pradesh where he had
gone to campaign for the Congress
candidate Vivek Tankha.

On this occasion he recalled
the ancient and historic relation of
Mahakaushal (Jabalpur region)
with Dakshin Kaushal
(Chhattisgarh). He accepted that
the relation between the two places
was badly hampered as connection
was interrupted after the separate
state of Chhattisgarh was carved
out of the undivided Madhya

Pradesh.
Speaking on this occasion

Baghel came down heavily on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and National Democratic Alliance

(NDA) government at the Center.
He claimed that none of the prom-
ises made by them were delivered
in their five year’s tenure.

Mocking Modi, Baghel said,

“He (Modi) handed over 'brooms'
to the people and then he kept
himself busy for five years in tour-
ing foreign countries”.

Baghel also criticised Modi for
not addressing a single press con-
ference in his five years tenure.
“Right from Pt Nehru to
Manmohan Singhji, every   Prime
Minister had addressed the media.
This was the first time any Prime
Minister avoided the media inter-
action”, he said.

Comparing Modi with
Congress President Rahul Gandhi,
Baghel said the latter interacts with
people and shares his views with
media persons wherever he goes.

“This testifies that Congress is
the only political party which
believes in democratic traditions”,
he said.

Congress vision to make
farmers debt-free: Baghel

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Raipur district electoral offi-
cer and collector has sent a

letter to all candidates of Raipur
Parliamentary constituency
urging them to apply for per-
mission to view the live CCTV
footage of the strong room
where the EVMs, VVPATs and
other units used for voting in
the recently concluded Lok
Sabha elections are kept under
double lock.

The letter stated that they
could also depute any of their
representatives for the same.

The polling in Raipur PC

was held on Tuesday and the
EVMs, VVPATs have been kept
at the strong rooms made at
Government Engineering
College, ‘E’ Block, Sejbahar. The
counting will be also held in
same venue to May 23.

The EVMs and VVPAT
machines of eight assembly
constituencies of Raipur district
namely Dharsiwa, Raipur Rural,
Raipur City West, Raipur City
North, Raipur City South,
Arang and Abhanpur have been
stored.

To ensure security of the
EVMs and strong room, Closed

Circuit Television (CCTV)
cameras have been installed to
keep round the clock vigil. A
three-tier security cordon was
also put in place. The footages
of the CCTV are shown live on
the projector screen installed
near the block.

The DEO in his letter stated
that the candidates or their
authorised representatives can
view the live feed of the strong
room and other areas. For
which they will have to apply
seeking permission at the Room
Number 17 of Raipur
Collectorate.

Candidates urged to
apply to monitor CCTV
feeds of strong room

Lok Sabha Polls 2019

STAFF REPORTER n BILASPUR

Chhattisgarh High Court,
Bilaspur, on Thursday granted

anticipatory bail to former chief
minister Raman Singh’s son-in-law
Dr Punit Gupta in DKS Super
Specialty Hospital scam. 

Hearing on the matter was
completed on Wednesday and the

judgment was reserved for the next
day. The court of Justice Arvind
Chandel on Thursday granted
anticipatory bail to Dr Punit.

Notable, an FIR was lodged
against Gupta at a police station in
Raipur on March 15 for allegedly
misusing his post and committing
financial fraud during his tenure as

the superintendent of DK Super-
Specialty Hospital.

Incumbent Superintendent of
DK Super-Specialty Hospital K.K.
Sahare had filed a complaint at the
Golebazar police station in Raipur,
alleging irregularities to the tune of
Rs 50 crore during Gupta's tenure.

Sahare has mentioned in his
complaint that large-scale irregu-
larities took place when Gupta was
the superintendent of the hospital
from December 2015 to October
2018.

Gupta has been charged under
sections 420 (cheating), 467 (for-
gery of valuable security), 468 (for-
gery for purpose of cheating) and
120B (criminal conspiracy) of the
Indian Penal Code.

Punit was absconding since the
case was filed and a look out circu-
lar was later issued by the police
against him.

Punit is also one of the accused
in Antagarh tapes case. In that case
too he had been granted an antici-
patory bail by the High Court.

DKS Scam: Dr Punit gets
anticipatory bail from HC

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday claimed that the

Congress would create history by recording
a thumping victory in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions.   

He thanked the people of Chhattisgarh
for extending support to his party in the
recently concluded elections.

Baghel in a tweet said “I extend my
heartfelt gratitude to the people of
Chhattisgarh who showered blessings to me
and my party by voting”.

He also expressed gratitude to the peo-

ple of the state for their large presence in his
78 public meetings, 11 nominations rallies, 7
road shows, 13 social conclaves and two dis-
cussion-meets on ‘Aay Pe Charcha’.

Notable, the three phased polling in the
state concluded on Tuesday. There are a total
of 11 Lok Sabha constituencies in the state.
In the first phase elections was held in lone
Bastar Lok Sabha seat on April 11.
Mahasamund, Kanker and Rajnandgaon LS
seats went to poll in the second phase on
April 18. The third and final phase of polling
for remaining seven constituencies was held
on April 23.

Congress will create history

in Lok Sabha poll: Baghel

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Election model code of con-
duct (MCC) would continue

in the state and no relaxation
would be given to the ministers,
the Election Commission of
India said, nullifying an earlier
order issued by the state’s chief
electoral officer (CEO).

The CEO in an order issued
to the general administration
department had earlier relaxed
the poll code of conduct and had

permitted the ministers to tour
the state and conduct review
meetings with the government
officials.

They were also permitted to
review the ongoing projects and
to start the process of inviting
tenders.

The ECI, however, overruled
the orders of the CEO saying that
the model code of conduct was
still effective in the state even
though the polling had ended
here.

Model code of conduct not relaxed, EC clarifies
BJP seeks action against state CEO
RAIPUR: Bharatiya Janata Party lodged a complaint against Chief
Electoral Officer, Chhattisgarh on Thursday for issuing a letter relax-
ing the election model code of conduct in the state on completion of
three phase polls.

In the letter addressed to Chief Election Commissioner, the BJP
demand disciplinary action against the CEO. The party said on April
24, a letter was issued by the CEO relaxing the election model code of
conduct and allowed Chief Minister and cabinet ministers to tour the
districts for government works.

“The tenders can be called and work orders be issued. All the
facilities of ministers will be restored. They can tour with officials and
hold review meetings,” the CEO had stated in an order issued to the
state government.

The Election Commission, however, nullified the relaxation
order.

BJP said that Lok Sabha polls are in progress in other states and
Chief Minister and other ministers are on election tour, when border-
ing states of Chhattisgarh are going to polls.

“The decision of relaxation will benefit the ruling party. It is total-
ly against the directives of the Election Commission of India,” the
party said.

BJP alleged that earlier also the party stated that the CEO had
been supporting the ruling Congress.

The letter demanded a probe into all the decisions taken by the
office of the CEO, including the SVEEP programme advertisement
released by it.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh police is reviving
its community policing

scheme titled ‘Janmitra Yojana’
(Public Friend Scheme) in all dis-
tricts to establish regular commu-
nication with public.  

Director General of Police
Durgesh Madhav Awasthi issued a
directive to all the Superintendents
of Police to revive the scheme.

As per the scheme, the Station
House Officer should divide the
area under his jurisdiction in 30 to
40 sectors based on the police sta-
tion limits and population.

In each week, the SHO will
hold a meeting at a sector, where
the problems of residents and their
expectations from police will be
discussed. Discussion on cyber
crime, online fraud, chit fund,

crimes related to social media,
crime against women will be dis-
cussed and police will explain how
to remain safe from such menaces.

Gazetted Officers will partici-
pate in any one sector meeting
under their area.

Similarly, District
Superintendent of Police will par-
ticipate in two meetings in each
month.

Based on clean and undisputed
image, 8-10 active residents will be
selected as ‘Police Janmitra’ during
the meeting in each sector. Their
mobile number will be included in
minutes of meeting.

The SHO, City SP and SP will
be in regular contact with such
‘police friends’ and take immediate
action when intimated on any
existing problem in the sector.

Similar set up will be made in
rural areas also by forming com-
mittees except in Naxal-hit sensi-
tive villages, for security reason.
The committee will have a mini-
mum of 10 and maximum of 15
members.

Community policing
will be revived: DGP

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
Expressing dissatisfaction

over waste management at rail-
way colony in Raipur, retired
justice Dheerendra Mishra
directed Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) to issue
notice to the Railways.

He was chairing the third
state level meeting of committee
formed on the directives of
National Green Tribunal
(NGT), on Thursday.  

He also asked the concerned
authorities to establish a sewage
treatment plant (STP) within a
specific time frame so that

dumping of waste in Kharun
river could be stopped.

“Railway management
should devise a working plan for
the disposal of waste produced
at its colonies and present it in
the next meeting,” Justice
Mishra said while adding that
the lackadaisical approach
adopted by Railways is not cor-
rect.

He said institutions like
Railways should be the model
for others.

The possibility of imposing
fine against institutions harm-
ing environment was also dis-

cussed in the meeting and
Chhattisgarh Environment
Conservation Board was asked
to work in this direction.

While discussing medical
waste treatment issue, Justice
Mishra said health department
should ensure that
infrastructures required for
bio-medical waste treatment
are developed around all big
cities.

He also asked the institu-
tions involved in waste man-
agement to make sure that
urban waste does not get
mixed with medical waste.

Waste Mgmt panel directs RMC
to issue notice to Railways

STAFF REPORTER n Raipur

Indian Institute of Management, Raipur conducted its 8th annual convo-
cation on Thursday.

The institute graduated a total of 179 students from the 2017-19 batch
and 54 students from the 2016-18 batch. In addition to this, 8 PhDs were
granted at the convocation this year.

The graduating students donned their well-deserved graduating robes
after two years of continuous hard work and efforts towards self-better-
ment. The atmosphere in the auditorium was filled with excitement as the
students were ready to finally receive the fruits of their success.

The ceremony was attended by eminent personalities such as Dr. Ram
Sewak Sharma, Chairman, Telecom Regulation Authority of India, who
presided as the Chief Guest of the event, Shyamala Gopinathan, BoG,
Chairperson, IIM Raipur and Prof. Bharat Bhasker, Director, IIM Raipur.

Dr Sharma in his address said, “Life is uncertain and it gets difficult at
times, but this is where the opportunities for greatness arise.”

Dr Sharma concluded his speech by advising the students to be proud
of their backgrounds, be true to themselves as pretending to be someone
you are not is only wasteful and useless.

Chairperson of the Board of Governors, ShyamalaGopinathan began
her address by  expressing her compliments to Prof Bharat Bhasker on
winning the Best Director award. Professor Bhasker was conferred this
award earlier this year at the Indian Subcontinent Decision Sciences
Institute’s 12 annual conference.

IIM Raipur conducts its
8th annual convocation

RAIPUR: Retired Chief Justice Satish Kumar
Agnihotri will head the probe committee to
investigate the killing of late BJP MLA from
Dantewada Bhima Mandavi, officials here
informed on Thursday evening.

“Retired Chief Justice Satish Kumar
Agnihotri has agreed to head the judicial
commission formed for investigating the
murder of MLA Bhima Mandavi,” officials
said.

Notably, Mandavi, the lone BJP MLA
from Dantewada, along with four others was
killed while he was on way to a public meet-
ing in Dantewada district on April 9, 2019.
His convey was blown up by Maoists and
fired upon at Shaymagiri in Dantewada dis-
trict. 

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel had
announced judicial inquiry into the incident.

Retd CJ S K Agnihotri
to head judicial probe
panel in MLA killing
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A22 year-old died while two
other sustained injuries after

the SUV car they were driving
in high speed lost control and hit
the divider at Signature Bridge
on wee hours of Thursday.

The deceased has been
identified as Mohit, alias Monti,
a resident of Ashok Nagar
while the injured has been
identified as Vishal and
Rishabh. Police said condition
of Vishal is said to be critical.
While, one more boy riding in
the car who was only known to
deceased is missing and is yet
to be identified. 

According to a senior
police official, a police control
room (PCR) call was received
around 4.45 am on Thursday
regarding the incident. 

“A passerby called police
and a team was rushed to the
spot. Police found three men
injured who were rushed to
nearby hospital where Mohit was
declared brought dead by doc-
tors while Vishal condition was
stated to be critical and Rishabh
sustained minor injuries,” a
senior police official said.

“Rishabh told police that
the fourth man travelling with
them was known to Mohit
and he and Vishal have never
met him before. Initial probe
suggest that all four of them

had gone to have prantha in
Shahdara district where seeing
a crowd they ordered prantha
and decided to take a ride to
Signature Bridge till the food is
prepared,” said the senior police
official.

“Mohit was driving in high
speed car towards Majnu ka
Tilla when on loop at Signature
Bridge he lost control of the car
and hit the divider,” said the
senior police official. 

“A case under appropriate
sections has been registered
and investigation is going on,”
said a police official privy to
investigation. 

Earlier last week on
Thursday, a 25-year-old biker
died at Delhi’s Signature Bridge
after a metal wire pierced his
chest. The biker’s body was
found by a passerby lying near
the divider of the bridge. The
passerby promptly informed
the police.

Since the bridge’s inaugu-
ration, a number of cases of
improper parking and one-
way violations have been
reported as well.

The 2,214-foot asymmet-
rical Signature Bridge, built
across the river Yamuna, has
been described as an engi-
neering marvel and said to be
the pride of the national Capital
and likened to the Eiffel Tower
in Paris.
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When suffering from a heart
attack, the first 60 minutes,

called as ‘golden hour’ are decisive.
It is only through rapid treatment
that further heart damage, or even
worse, can be prevented. With an
aim to reach out to such people suf-
fering heart attack or chest pain, the
Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) on Thursday launched
‘Mission DELHI’, an emergency
medical service wherein a motor-
bike-borne assistance unit can be
quickly summoned for the patients.

The pilot project has been
launched in a radius of three kilo-
metres around the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) in the national Capital.

Under Mission DELHI (Delhi
Emergency Life Heart-Attack
Initiative), a pair of motorcycle-
borne trained paramedic nurses
would be the first responders for

treating heart attack patients.
On getting a call (toll free no.

14430 and 1800111044), the pair
would rush to the spot, gather basic
information on the patient’s med-
ical history, conduct a quick med-
ical examination, take the ECG,
and establish a virtual connect with
the cardiologists at AIIMS and
deliver expert medical advice and
treatment, AIIMS Director
Randeep Guleria said.

While the emergency treat-
ment is being provided, a CATS
ambulance will arrive and take the
patient for further treatment. Even
as the patient is on way to the hos-

pital, doctors at AIIMS control
centre will evaluate the data
received from the nurses to estab-
lish further course of treatment.

ICMR has signed a memo-
randum with CATS for this pro-
ject, ICMR Director General
Balram Bhargava said. “The idea is
to reach with medical help much
faster, given the high-density traf-
fic situation in the city where
movement of four-wheeler ambu-
lances becomes difficult.
Motorcycle ambulances can reach
people in narrow lanes in con-
gested areas,” Guleria said.

The idea has been tried in

remote areas of the country but not
specifically for reaching those with
heart trouble. Guleria said the
attempt is to reach patients with-
in 10 minutes.

The heart is like a room that
pumps blood to the entire body.
Before the blood is pumped to the
body, it is pumped to the walls of
the heart through three pipes (coro-
nary arteries). If any of these pipes
are clogged by clot, the tissues in
that part of the heart die, Dr
Bhargava, a cardiologist, explained.

It is important to remove the
clot that is stopping the blood flow.
If the heart walls are damaged, they
cannot be repaired. Clot busters are
almost equal to angioplasty. Clot-
buster medication is low-cost
treatment whereas angioplasty is
expensive, he said.

Clot busters can be given with-
in a short time after a heart attack.
In this project, the clot buster will
be given very soon even at home,
Dr Bhargava said.
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A56-year-old man was
arrested by the Delhi Police

on Thursday for allegedly
killing his mother and younger
brother after stabbing them
multiple times in Dwarka’s
Bindapur area. The incident
occurred on Tuesday evening.
Police said the duo brothers
were un-employed and used to
fight over petty issues after con-
suming alcohol.  

The accused has been iden-
tified as Sunil Arora, a resident
of Vishwash Park near Delhi’s
Uttam Nagar area. While, the
deceased have been identified
as, mother, Lata Arora (75) and
brother Rajender. 

According to a senior
police official, one complainant
Naresh Singh, a resident of
Vishwash Park, Uttam Nagar,
stated that when he was stand-
ing near street number 5 on
Tuesday around 8.45 pm, his
neighbour Rajender came
there, who had some stab
injuries and was bleeding, and
was asking for help. 

“Naresh further stated that
Rajender told him that his elder
brother Sunil had stabbed him
and his mother. When Singh,

along with his friends, went to
Rajender’s building, his elder
brother Sunil was standing there
with a knife in his hand and
threatened us after saying that
it is a family issue and do not
come in between us. Thereafter,
Sunil stabbed Rajender and
dragged him to his flat,” said the
senior police official. 

“Later, one Amit Kumar
Maurya, the neighbour of the
deceased, called police and
informed them about the inci-
dent. While Naresh had
stopped two police men when
they noticed them passing
through the area and took
them to the spot,” said the
senior police official. 

“The victims were rushed
to Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Hospital where Rajender was
declared brought dead. Later,
his mother Lata Arora suc-
cumbed to her injuries during
the treatment,” said the senior
police official. 

“A case under Section 302
(murder) has been registered
and the accused has been
arrested. One knife, one broken
wooden bat and bend scissor
were recovered from the
house,” said the police official
privy to investigation. 
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To mark the ‘World Malaria
Day’, South and North

Delhi Municipal Corporation
on Thursday organised a pub-
lic awareness programme to
create awareness about the dis-
ease and ensure people’s par-
ticipation in preventing it.

The South Zone of South
Corporation organised an
awareness programme in col-
laboration with School of
Science (IGNOU) while North
Corporation organised a pub-
lic awareness rally. 

Additional Commissioner
(Health) in North Corporation
Jairaj Naik said the corporation
is making every effort keeping
the national goal in mind to
make Delhi mosquito and
malaria free. 

Naik added preventing
breeding of mosquitoes is the
best remedy. “We have already
introduced eco-friendly meth-
ods like Gambusia fish, and
mosquito free coolers to tack-
le this menace. Also, to achieve
the target, intersectoral co-
ordination meetings have been
conducted time to time to exe-
cute the plan and to ensure bet-
ter co-ordination of different
organisations to check breed-
ing points during the pre-
monsoon season itself.

District Health Officer of

City Zone (North Corporation)
Dr Pramod Verma said the
zonal officials along with
Dengue Breeding Checkers
(DBCs) have been visiting door
to door to aware people to pre-
vent breeding. “They are also
being motivated to adopt bio-
logical methods to contain the
disease,” he said.  

Residents are also being
informed about the measures
such as to avoid water stagna-
tion to prevent breeding of
mosquitoes, fill up all small
water stagnation points around
the house and locality, keep
unscreened doors and win-
dows closed, and use mosquito
nets to prevent mosquito bites.

Entomologists of North

civic body Dr Jasveen Duggal,
Babita and other official were
also attended the rally.

Malaria is caused by the
bite of Anopheles mosquito,
which breeds in stagnant water
in peridomestic areas. Warm
temperature, humid condi-
tions, and high rainfall are
favorable conditions for prop-
agation of mosquitoes.

Meanwhile, addressing par-
ticipants, Dr NR Tuli, Deputy
Health Officer of South Zone
raised the issue of taking nec-
essary preventive measures at
work place and need for behav-
ior change of community mem-
bers. “They must check in and

around their house that there is
no water stagnation and ensure
over head tanks are covered
with lid and water in desert
coolers is changed every week
and use protective clothes to
prevent mosquito bite,” he said.

World Malaria Day is
observed globally on April 25
to raise awareness on Malaria,
treatment and its prevention.
The day highlights the need for
better political, Administrative
will and intervention in malar-
ia control and prevention.
World Malaria Day gives peo-
ple the chance to learn the
efforts made to prevent
Malaria.
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When the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) took time to

announce candidates for the
three seats it contests in
alliance with SAD in Punjab,
it was thought that the saffron
party was exercising due dili-
gence. But, the simmering
discontentment within the
party indicates that all is not
well with the choice of the
candidates.

On all three seats, the
murmurs if dissent is being
heard which is expected to
turn into boisterous voices
against the party affecting
BJP’s poll prospects in Punjab. 

Announcing the candi-
dates on Tuesday, the party
has dropped its lone sitting
MP and the Union Minister
Vijay Sampla and replaced
him with a sitting legislator.
For crucial seats of Amritsar
and Gurdaspur, the party has
“para-dropped” Union
Minister and Rajya Sabha MP
Hardeep Puri and Bollywood
action star Sunny Deol,
respectively, as its candidates. 

With this, the ticket aspi-
rants and hopefuls has appar-
ently raised a banner of revolt
against the party. Sampla had
described the denial of tick-
et to him as “cow slaughter”
while Amritsar’s local Sikh
face Rajinder Mohan Singh
Chhina is conspicuous by his
absence from party events in
the constituency. 

Protest ing against
Hoshiarpur t icket  to
Phagwara MLA Som Parkash,
state BJP’s SC Morcha gener-
al secretary Sheetal Angural
has resigned from the party

and accused party chief Shwet
Malik of “selling” Sampla’s
ticket for Rs 11 crore. 

In Gurdaspur, the two
ticket aspirants — former MP
Vinod Khanna’s widon Kavita
Khanna and Mumbai-based
businessman Swaran Salaria
— are openly expressing their
resentment to bring in an
“outsider” to contest elec-
tions. 

Both Kavita Khanna and
Salaria had convened a meet-
ing of their respective sup-
porters following which they
would disclose their next
move. It has been learnt that
the two leaders are also con-
sidering the option of con-
testing as independents from
Gurdaspur Lok Sabha con-
stituency and give a tough
fight to BJP’s nominee. 

Salaria, who had lost 2017
byelection to Congress’ Sunil
Jakhar, maintained that he
would make public his deci-
sion regarding his future
course of action by holding a
press conference on Saturday. 

While terming Sunny
Deol’s candidature from
Gurdaspur as “betrayal”,

Kavita Khanna made it clear
that she was weighing all
options. 

“I, along with Vinod
Khanna, had worked for the
people of the Gurdaspur con-
stituency for 20 years...I have
faith in God. Life is a journey.
I have worked here for 20
years. When Vinod ji was
unwell, I used to meet people
of the constituency. People
wanted me as their MP,” she
had stated. 

Confident of getting the
ticket, Kavita Khanna had
been meeting people and the
party workers in Gurdaspur
for the past several weeks. 

In fact, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, during his
Gurdaspur rally in January,
had recalled Vinod Khanna’s
efforts for developing the
area. 

But, the BJP decided to
play its trump card of fielding
a celebrity on a weak seat. In
Gurdaspu too, BJP fielded
Vinod Khanna to break the
Congress’ winning spree.
Bol lywood’s  yester years’
superstar had won the seat in
1998, 1999, 2004 and also in
2014, and was popularly
known as ‘sardar of bridges’
for connecting remote villages
in his constituency. 

To reclaim the seat, the
party has once again reposed
its faith on a Bollywood star.
Sunny Deol is set to file his
nominations on April 29,
Monday, which is the last
date to file the papers. It is
expected that besides the top
state leadership of both the
SAD and BJP,  several
Bollywood celebrities would
also join Sunny and make a
vote appeal in his favour. 
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Ajuvenile Royal Snake and a
fledgling kite rescued by

Wildlife SOS from the Delhi
Vidhan Sabha (Legislative
Assembly) located in Civil Lines,
North Delhi. 

As per Wildlife SOS officials,
both animals kept under obser-
vation and later released back
into their natural habitat. The
snake was a juvenile as it had pale
brown patches and lacked the
distinct irregular black markings
that adult royal snakes have on
their body. 

“Around the same time, the
security personnel stumbled
upon afledging kite in the lawns.
The birdhad collapsed due to
heat exhaustion and dehydration.
Both animals were kept under
observation for a few hours and
were later released back into the
wild,” said a rescue team mem-
ber.  Wasim Akram, Deputy
Director-Special Projects,
Wildlife SOS, said, “The rising
temperature has also taken a toll
on the avian population. With
summers fast approaching, we
are gravely concerned about the
effect it will have on them. Most

of these birds are still young and
easily fall victim to the swelter-
ing heatdue to dehydration,
exhaustion and lack of shade.”

Notably, fledgling and juve-
nile birds are unable to fly for
long as the scorching heat drains
them of all their energy. 

“Wildlife SOS has received
an increasing number of calls
about birdssuffering from simi-
lar symptoms in this month,
including a kite from the metro
tracks running between
Botanical Gardens and Okhla
Bird Sanctuary Metro station,”
said Wildlife officials. 
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New Delhi: The Delhi Police
have arrested three men for
allegedly robbing people in
southwest district’s Delhi Cantt
area. Police have also recovered
two robbed purses and one
knife was from the possession
of the accused.

The accused identified as
Rahul Kashyap (25), Surender
(20), both residents of Badayun
district in Uttar Pradesh and
Ranjeet (27), a resident of
Darbhanga district in Bihar.

According to Devender
Arya, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), South West dis-
trict, on the intervening night of
Tuesday and Wednesday near
Dhaula Kuan flyover, police
noticed two persons raising
alarm for help and three men
running towards railway tracks

near Dhaula Kuan.
“However, one of the

accused was arrested and later
identified as Kashyap, while two
of his accomplices managed to
escape. Later, Surender was
arrested from the jungle near
railway line and Ranjeet from
Delhi Cantt area,” the DCP said.

“During interrogation, the
accused disclosed that in order
to evade arrest after committing
crime, they used to hide them-
selves in the jungle of Ridge
road and railway line near
Dhaula Kaun and waited for
targets to rob them,” the DCP
said. “During further interro-
gation, the accused admitted
that they were involved in
another robbery on April 8,” the
DCP said, adding further inves-
tigation is going on. SR
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One of the Sri Lankan suicide
bombers was previously

arrested by police and then
released, a senior Government
official said on Thursday.

Ilham Ahmed Ibrahim,
one of two sons of a spice
tycoon who blew themselves
up in Sunday’s attacks, deto-
nated a device at the Cinnamon
Grand hotel in Colombo on
Easter Sunday, the official 
told CNN.

“It was the suicide bomber
of the Cinnamon Grand bomb
attack who was released earli-
er,” the official said.

Ilham Ahmed Ibrahim and
his brother Imsath Ahmed
Ibrahim were previously iden-
tified as two of the suicide
bombers in Sunday’s attacks
which left at least 359 
people dead.

Police have confirmed to
CNN that they are holding the
brothers’ father, Mohamed
Yusuf Ibrahim, a wealthy spice
trader, on suspicion of aiding
and abetting his sons.

Sri Lankan authorities have
blamed a local Muslim group
for the bloodbath although the
Islamic State has claimed
responsibility for the suicide
bombings. 
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The Sri Lankan authorities on
Thursday intensified their

raids with the help of the army
and arrested 16 more suspects
in connection with the country’s
worst terror attack on Easter
Sunday that killed nearly 360
people and left over 500 injured.

The arrested people were
being interrogated at length by
the investigation sleuths in con-
nection with the bombings.

Nine suicide bombers,
believed to be the members of
a local Islamist extremist group
National Thowheed Jamath
(NTJ), carried out a series of
devastating blasts that tore
through three churches and
three luxury hotels.

Officials said with the
arrest of 16 more people on
Wednesday, the total number
of suspects under police cus-
tody has risen to 76.

Many of the arrested peo-
ple have suspected links to the
NTJ, the group blamed for the
bombings. However, the NTJ
has not claimed responsibility
for the attacks.

ISIS has claimed responsi-
bility for the attacks and iden-
tified suicide bombers who car-
ried out the devastating blasts.
Authorities have deployed thou-
sands of troops to help police
carry out search operations.

Over 5,000 Army person-
nel have been deployed around
the country. “During the last 24
hours, there have been no
major incidents. We have
deployed over 6,300 troops.
This includes 1,000 from the
Airforce and 600 from the
Navy,” military spokesman
Brigadier Sumith Atapattu said.

Meanwhile, a minor explo-
sion happened behind the mag-
istrate’s court at Pugoda, the
western province town, 40 Kms
north of Colombo. There was
no immediate report of any
casualty. Police said that the
explosion occurred in a garbage
dump and that there were no
injuries. A probe has been
launched to ascertain the cause.

Search operations of sus-
pected properties, arrests and
detention of people and to
place road blocks for such
operations have been facilitat-

ed by the newly-enforced
emergency regulations.

The regulations were
adopted without a vote in
Parliament on Wednesday. The
curfew which was imposed at
10 pm  on Wednesday was lift-
ed at 4 am on Thursday.

President Maithripala
Sirisena has convened an all-
party meeting. He would meet
religious leaders. Both parleys
are to discuss the attacks
dubbed as among the five
deadliest terrorist attacks car-
ried out since the 9/11 in the
US. Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith,
the head of the local catholic
church, has asked all churches
to stop masses until the situa-
tion improved, his office said.

On Wednesday, the Sri
Lankan Government had
admitted that “major”
Intelligence lapses led to the
horrific coordinated attacks.
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Colombo: Sri Lanka’s Defence
Secretary Hemasiri Fernando
resigned from his post on
Thursday, days after a series of
devastating suicide attacks that
tore through three churches
and three luxury hotels on
Easter Sunday.

President Maithripala
Sirisena had asked Defence
Secretary Fernando and
Inspector General of Police
Pujith Jayasundara to quit after
their failure to prevent the
blasts despite having prior
Intelligence.

Fernando handed over his
resignation letter on Thursday
on a request made by President
Sirisena, Colombo Gazette
reported.

Nine suicide bombers,
believed to be members of
local Islamist extremist group
called National Thowheed
Jamath (NTJ), carried out the
devastating blasts that killed
359 people and wounded more
than 500 others. PTI 
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Hundreds of Muslim
refugees in western Sri

Lanka have taken refuge in
mosques and a police station
after facing intimidation fol-
lowing the deadly Easter bomb-
ings, activists said on Thursday.

At least 359 people died in
Sunday’s coordinated suicide
blasts, including more than 100
Christians attending mass at St

Sebastian’s church in Negombo
on the island’s west coast. The
attacks have been condemned by
leaders of the country’s Muslim
minority, but the community has
been left in fear of a backlash.

Scores of Ahmadi Muslims
who settled in Negombo after
fleeing persecution  in their
home countries have been
thrown out of their accommo-
dation by landlords, according
to officials. “Today these

refugees have become refugees
again in Sri Lanka. They have
been displaced for a second
time,” Ruki Fernando of
Inform, a Sri Lankan human
rights group, told reporters.

The refugees are from
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Yemen
and Iran. Ahmadis  have faced
repeated attacks in these coun-
tries by hardline Islamist
groups who do not consider
them to be Muslim.
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump on Thursday
cast doubt on Joe Biden’s men-
tal capacity for a successful pri-
mary campaign as the sea-
soned Democrat became the
latest to join the 2020 race for
the White House.

Washington: Former Vice-
President Joe Biden formally
joined the crowded Democratic
presidential contest on
Thursday, declaring the soul of
the nation at stake if President
Donald Trump wins re-election.

In a video posted on
Twitter, Biden focused on the
2017 deadly clash between
white supremacists and counter
protesters in Charlottesville,
Virginia. Biden noted Trump’s
comments that there were
some “very fine people” on
both sides of the violent
encounter, which left one
woman dead.

“We are in the battle for the
soul of this nation,” Biden said.
“If we give Donald Trump
eight years in the White House,
he will forever and fundamen-
tally alter the character of this
nation — who we are. And I
cannot stand by and watch that
happen.” The 76-year-old
Biden becomes an instant
front-runner alongside
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders,
who is leading many polls and
has proved to be a successful
fundraiser. A m o n g
Democrats, Biden has
unmatched international and
legislative experience, and he is
among the best-known faces in
US politics. He quickly racked
up endorsements on Thursday
morning, becoming the first
Democrat running for presi-
dent with the backing of more
than one US senator.

Still, Biden must compete
in a field that now spans at least
20 Democrats and has been
celebrated for its racial and gen-
der diversity. AP
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Sri Lanka is no stranger to violence
— a complete generation under-
went the ordeals of the Tamil-
Sinhala Civil War (1976-2009). But
the serial blasts that bloodied the

Easter celebrations in the island last
Sunday were on a different plane. Its roots
seem to puzzle those who had studied the
history of Sri Lanka.

Tamil insurgency was an outgrowth of
bad blood between the two ethnic commu-
nities viz, Tamil and Sinhala, in post-colo-
nial Sri Lanka (then called Ceylon). These
two communities, unequal in size and
inhabiting different geographical zones of
the island, once viewed themselves as co-
founders of the island’s civilisation. For one
complete century between the Colebrooke-
Cameron Reforms (1829-32) — which gave
colonial Ceylon a legislative council — and
the Donoughmore Commission (1931),
when territorial elections were introduced,
the relationship between the Tamils and
Sinhalese deteriorated sharply. 

The Tamils, though in a numerical
minority, could previously take a much-
relaxed view as long as their representation
in the Council was the same as the
Sinhalese. But as political reforms pro-
gressed in the crown colony, relationships
worsened under the shadow of Sinhala
majoritarianism. The Tamils were the
makers of modern Ceylon. But they found
themselves falling from the frying pan to
the fire after Ceylon gained independence.

Between 1951 and 1976, one finds
Tamils trying to fashion various political
responses to the Sinhala clout. Then
finally came the Vaddukoddai Resolution
(May 14, 1976), which pitched for an inde-
pendent “Tamil Eelam”, an expression first
used in modern time as early as 1923 by
Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam (1853-
1924). The uncrowned king of Ceylonese
Tamil civilian politics viz ,   SJV
Chelvanayakam (1898-1977), exhorted the
Tamil youth to take up arms to resist
Sinhalese hegemony. 

An independent Tamil Eelam was,
thus, not the brainchild of either the
Tamil Eelam Liberation Organisation
(TELO), or the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) or People’s Liberation
Organisation of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE). But
a resolution passed by those politicians who
had tried to handle the issue by
Constitutional means for far too long with-
out any success. The situation erupted into
a bloody, messy and cruel civil war that last-
ed for three decades. It ended in May 2009
with the defeat of the LTTE by the Sri
Lankan Army, accompanied by the carnage
of Tamils caught in the crossfire.

The Easter bloodbath, on the other
hand, does not seem to be an outgrowth
of natural politics. It was directed against
Christians (regardless of ethnicity) and for-
eigners, who stay in plush hotels like
Shangri-La, Cinnamon Grand and

Kingsbury in Colombo. The
blasts coincided with the US-
Sri Lanka Naval exercise off the
Hambantota Port, owned by
China on a 99-year lease.

The Sri Lankan
Government found the blasts
to be the handiwork of Islamic
radicals, and the Islamic State
has claimed responsibility for
the bombings. Both Christians
and Muslims are small minori-
ties and do not hope to play an
independent role in the over-
all politics of the island. They
do not have a history of turn-
ing against one another as a
group either. 

The Muslims, who have a
dominant presence in eastern
districts like Batticaloa and
Trincomalee, could still foster
some territorial ambitions. But
Christians, who are to be found
both among Sinhalese and
Tamils besides Burghese (who
are Anglo-Indians in Sri
Lanka), can at best manage to
influence politics as part of
some group. 

Various Prime Ministers
and Presidents of Sri Lanka,
right from DS Senanayake to
Mahinda Rajapaksa, have had
a Christian family background.
Christian presence in Sri Lanka
goes back to Portuguese inva-
sions in the 16th century.
Various Sinhalese (Buddhists)
and Tamil (Hindus) had con-

verted to Christianity. But as
the Donoughmore
Commission (1931) recom-
mended franchise base on ter-
ritory, many of those leading
families re-converted to
Buddhism to ingratiate them-
selves to the masses. They are
generally referred to as
“Donoughmore Buddhists.” 

Interestingly, it was such
families, who remained at the
helm of Sri Lankan politics but
it was not before Ranasinghe
Premadasa (1924-1993), a gen-
uine Buddhist, who became
the Sri Lankan President, that
they held an official post.
However, such re-converted
families were never shy of using
Buddhism as a state policy to
marginalise the Tamils.

Those who remained
Christians (amongst Sinhalese
and Burghese) felt political
power passing away from their
hands. In January 1962, there
was a “Christian coup d’etat”,
popularly called “Operation
Holdfast”, to overthrow the
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y - e l e c t e d
Government of the then Prime
Minister Sirimavo
Bandaranaike. The top brass of
the Army, Navy and police
involved in it were Christians,
and pained that Bandaranaike
was advancing the policies of
her slain husband SWRD
Banadaraniake which related to

the aggressive “Buddhitisation”
of Sri Lanka. But the attempt
was exposed and neutralised.

During the Civil War, the
Christians settled down on the
respective side of the ethnic
divide. While the Sinhalese
Christians tried to prove their
Sinhalese credentials, the Tamil
Christians were active in the
LTTE. Young women from
Tamil Christian families were
the first to volunteer for LTTE’s
woman brigade. This was
because they were comparative-
ly free from the conservatism of
Hindu families. The Muslims,
though they were Tamil-speak-
ing, did not join the LTTE.
They eventually came to be at
the receiving end of the LTTE’s
policies. In the Kattankudy
mosque massacre, 147 Muslim
men and boys were killed on
August 3, 1990, by the LTTE.

The Muslims, though
Tamil-speaking, did not con-
sider themselves as part of  the
Tamil nation. Way back in
1885, a debate arose when Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan
(1851-1930), in a speech to the
Ceylon Legislative Council,
had tried to prove that Tamil
Muslims were descendants of
low-class Tamil Hindus, who
had converted to Islam. The
Muslim community (then
called Moors in Ceylon) was
enraged and argued that they

were descendants of Arab
traders, who settled down in
the island centuries ago and
gradually adopted Tamil while
forgetting Arabic.

Muslim assertiveness is
not new in Sri Lanka. Way back
in 1915, there were Candy
riots between Sinhalese
(Buddhists) and Muslims. Last
year in March 2018, there were
similar clashes between
Sinhalese and Muslims.
Religious places of each com-
munity were attacked by the
other. But this is the first time
in historical memory that
Muslims have turned against
the Christians. The provoca-
tion seems to be imported
rather than indigenous. The
terror attacks rather seem to be
part of the global jihad or
more particularly, retaliation
for Christchurch mosque
attack on March 15. In recent
years, missionary activities by
Christians and Muslims are on
the rise in the island. These ter-
ror attacks, though a grave
security risk, might not indicate
any shift in the politics of Sri
Lanka. But it is a signal that
Jihad bi-al Qital has appeared
on the shores of the palm-
fringed island.

(The writer is an indepen-
dent researcher.  The 
views expressed herein are his
personal)
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Who’s the bigger star?” (April
25). During the hour-long non-
political interview of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by actor
Akshay Kumar, where the former
showcased his personal life —
right from his childhood days, to
his struggles and his relationship
with political rivals like
Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee and Congress
leader Ghulam Nabi Azad, his
love for mangoes —  was candid
and made an interesting listen. 

There is not an iota of doubt
that the rise of Modi from being
a chaiwala to becoming the Chief
Minister of Gujarat and subse-
quently the Prime Minister was a
long arduous journey. Otherwise,
Modi would have been an Army
man or a sanyasi. This only reveals
that he never dreamt to reach such
high positions. The Prime
Minister rounded off the interview
on a bright note by saying that he
would always be focussed on
responsibilities — whether in or
out of power — which is a posi-
tive trait very few leaders possess.

KR Srinivasan 
Secunderabad
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Terror returns” (April 23).
Churches and luxury hotels in
and around Colombo were tar-
getted during Easter Sunday.
The bomb attacks must be con-
demned in the strongest terms.
This was, perhaps, the biggest
terrorist attack in Sri Lanka

since the cessation of Civil war.
The bloodshed would certainly
have an adverse impact on trade
and tourism in the island nation.
It is baffling that the island
nation did not take warnings
about a possible terror attack
seriously enough.

Some of the blasts took
place in places of worship. This
goes to show, once again, that
terror has no respect for religion.

Terrorism can be battled only
through coordinated efforts by
the international community by
sharing intelligence, choking
financial support of terrorists
and greater collaboration of pre-
ventive measures are reliable
strategies. Simultaneously, the
investigation into the blasts
should be speeded up. 

Ramesh G Jethwani
Bengaluru
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “The three-way split” (April
24). In the ongoing extremely
vituperative political cauldron,
the electorate must be desperate
to find a sane and sober person-
ality who is endearing. 

The one reason why one can
heave a sigh of relief is former
Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit is
the Congress’ candidate from
North East for the Lok Sabha
election. Dikshit still sports a
suave,  down-to-earth
demeanour that ought to have
far greater appeal than what she
had earlier. 

If the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Arvind Kejriwal
sends impressions of being a
maverick, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has the ever voluble
Prime Minister, who still contin-
ues with the 2014 rhetoric but
with improved spelling and syn-
tax. This time, Delhi must be
longing for the return of the
genial and maternal figure. 

R Narayanan 
Navi Mumbai
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On March 15, when a horrendous
attack by a White Australian
supremacist left 50 Muslims dead
in a mosque in New Zealand, the
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Imran

Khan, fired a series of tweets against
Islamophobia. Interestingly, in Pakistan, the
tweets received some rather mixed responses.
Many accused him of exhibiting “outright
hypocrisy” while others were more tongue-in-
cheek in their response, pointing out that it was
ironic that a Prime Minister of a country, where
religious and sectarian minorities are constant-
ly attacked by radical Islamist outfits, should be
lamenting the state of Islamophobia in the West.

Indeed, there is always much irony in
Muslim states that overtly criticise Islamophobia
while doing precious little to address the per-
secution of minority faiths or sects in their own
realms. Therefore, a prominent Muslim (or for
that matter, any Muslim) should be very care-
ful in his/her criticism of Islamophobia. If their
laments are to be taken seriously, without sound-
ing so obviously contradictory, then they should
be well-informed about the inherent contradic-
tions that these laments carry. The wording of
their criticism should, thus, be a more measured
exercise.

Prime Minister Khan should have observed
how Pakistan’s military establishment has been
wording its responses in this context. Ever since
2015 — when the military initiated a widespread
operation against militant outfits — it condemns
violence against Muslims elsewhere but always
attaches a reminder to it that Pakistan has fought
a vicious war against religious terrorism and
won.  This somewhat neutralises the contradic-
tions that emerge when a country, with a his-
tory of sectarian bloodshed and violence against
minorities, wags a finger at a country guilty of
exhibiting Islamophobia. Because when this
question does arise, it is countered by the
reminder that Pakistan is actually doing some-
thing about it.

But Prime Minister Khan went slightly off
the rails in his tweeted outrage against
Islamophobia. He failed to balance his critique
by confessing that Pakistan, too, has a problem
of religiously-motivated violence but one that
it is trying to address seriously. 

But when he was in Opposition, Khan and
his party had actually opposed any serious action
against religious militancy. Yet, it is also true that
the complex reality of being in power is grad-
ually transforming his views. So one now
expects him to be a bit more aware when com-
menting on the violence unleashed by White
supremacists against Muslims.

But what really is Islamophobia? This ques-
tion needs to be answered in a more thorough
manner, especially by the Muslims themselves
if they are to critique it without sounding con-
tradictory. According to the Oxford English
Dictionary, Islamophobia is an “intense dislike
or fear of Islam.” In an article in the October 2015
issue of The Atlantic, Tanya Basu wrote that the
term was derived by the French word,
“Islamophobie.” It was first coined by French
author Alain Quellien in 1910 to criticise the
behaviour of French colonial administrators

towards their Muslim subjects.
In her essay for the March 2006 issue of the

Journal of Interpersonal Violence, LP Sheridan
wrote that the term’s first known usage in English
appeared some 90 years later in 1991. It then
made its way into the Oxford English Dictionary
in 1997. This suggests that Islamophobia, as it
is understood today, is a recent development.
Professor Emeritus Bichara Khader, in his
essay for the 2016 anthology, The Search for
Europe, wrote that Islamophobia in Europe and
the US is often linked to migrants from Muslim
countries that are seen as a threat to Western cul-
ture and security.

He questioned this assumption by adding
that migration was not an issue at all in the West
till the early 1970s, after thousands of Muslims
from South Asia, South East Asia, the Middle
East and North Africa began arriving in vari-
ous European cities from the 1950s onward.
They were looking for work and higher wages.
Khader wrote that as post-war economies
boomed in Europe, these migrants were seen as
being vital contributors to this boom. He
added that it was only when the economies of
Europe began to recede — especially after the
1973 oil crisis — the term “migration problem”
came into play.

Yet, it was never linked to a “Muslim prob-
lem” as it is today. Khader said that during the
turmoil of the 1970s and 1980s — which saw
riots involving migrants and locals, especially
in France and England — these were explained
as “race riots” and also included migrants from
the Caribbean islands and non-Muslim Indians.
The reasons were economic. 

Neo-fascist outfits accused their
Governments of allowing non-white migrants
to steal “white jobs.” It really wasn’t a clash of
cultures as such. Or not yet. According to
Khader, till the early 1980s, Muslim migrants

were not very public or exhibitionistic about
their faith. For example, they were happy with
a few basement mosques.

Once settled, Muslim migrants began to
marry women from their own countries and
then brought them to Europe — even though
it wasn’t uncommon for some to marry
European women as well. Khader wrote that
most of the women who came as wives, were
from rural and semi-rural areas of Pakistan,
India, Bangladesh, Indonesia and Egypt among
others. This development changed the settlers’
attitude towards their religion and cultural val-
ues. Whereas once they were fine with their
small ‘basement mosques’, now they began to
demand proper mosques.

The change in behaviour attracted preach-
ers, who began to set up shop in various
European cities. They were particularly appeal-
ing to second generation migrants, especially
from families who had failed to be fully integrat-
ed by European integration policies. Khader
wrote that, as the presence of veiled women and
mosques grew, this is when the ‘migration prob-
lem’ began to be seen as a ‘Muslim problem’, trig-
gering Islamophobia.

Authors such as Khader and George Morgan
in (Muslims and Moral Panic in the West) agree
that the more outward exhibition of ‘Muslimness’
in the West did contribute in the making of the
above- mentioned scenario. Nevertheless, they
are of the view that Islamophobia is still large-
ly a construct of populist right-wing parties. 

Khader wrote that there are 23 million
Muslims in Europe. This means they are just five
per cent of Europe’s total population. Thus,
Islamophobia has become a tool for populist
politicians to describe Muslims as the ‘other’ and
the ones to blame for the economic or cultural
decline of a Western country.

(Courtesy: The Dawn)
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On April 19, a complaint of
sexual harassment against
the Chief Justice of India

Ranjan Gogoi (CJI) was sent to the
Residence(s) of 22 judges of the
Supreme Court of India, along
with an affidavit and other support-
ing evidence. The complainant had
asked for the constitution of an
inquiry committee of senior retired
judges to investigate and adjudicate
on the serious allegations of sexu-
al harassment.  

Under the Indian law, com-
plaint(s) of sexual harassment at the
workplace are required to be
addressed in accordance with the
procedure, as established under
the Sexual Harassment of Women

at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act,
2013 (POSH Act). The Act man-
dates that every organisation —
with more than 10 employees —
must set up an Internal Complaints
Committee (ICC), comprising at
least four members and 50 per cent
of them should be women. Further,
it also states that the presiding offi-
cer of the ICC should also be a
woman.  

Thus, the spirit of the POSH
Act lies in providing women greater
representation in the inquiry com-
mittee and in including an external
member on the board to ensure
transparency and fairness.

The Supreme Court has consti-
tuted an ICC and also framed The
Gender Sensitisation & Sexual
Harassment of Women at the
Supreme Court of India
(Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) Regulations 2013, to
investigate the complaints of sexu-
al harassment. 

However, in gross violation of
the procedure as established by the
law and in absolute negation of the

‘rule of law’, the Supreme Court on
April 20, held a suo moto hearing of
the complaint. The Bench com-
prised three male judges, presided
by the CJI himself. 

On acute criticism by various
lawyers and Bar Association(s) of
the suo moto hearing held by the
apex court, on April 23, a special
Bench comprising three male
judges issued notice to a lawyer,
Utsav Bains, who claimed that a
man had approached him to file a
false case of sexual harassment
against the CJI. However, no inves-
tigation was instituted to examine
the veracity of the complaint of sex-
ual harassment.  

Then in a series of surprises, the
top court constituted a new Bench
on April 23, comprising two male
and a female Supreme Court judges
to examine the complaint of sexu-
al harassment against the CJI. This
Bench issued notice to the com-
plainant on April 24 and directed
her to appear before the Bench on
April 26, that is today.

In setting up a predominantly
male Bench, headed by a male judge

(even though there are three sitting
women judges at the Supreme
Court) the court has side-stepped
and corroded the sanctity of the
predominantly women-led ICC. 

Undoubtedly and inherently, a
reason exists for POSH to insist on
a committee led by a woman with
them being in majority. This, to
provide an environment conducive
for a woman to speak freely and
fearlessly about a sexual assault on
her physical body. Presence of
women members in majority can
ease, facilitate and enable them to
speak about incidents that outraged
their soul. 

It is fearsome and intimidating
for them to express about unwant-
ed physical contact by men in
authority before strange men. Ask
any woman — no matter how rich
or powerful, educated or illiterate
— whether they would be able to
explain the gory and graphic details
of the violence committed before
strange men.  

To facilitate, enable and create
a conducive environment — where
victims are encouraged to speak

freely in the presence of other
women — POSH insists on this spe-
cific composition which must nec-
essarily be strictly and scrupulous-
ly adhered. Any breach would only
further perpetuate injustice. 

In not providing more repre-
sentation to women in the commit-
tee and by not including an exter-
nal member, the Supreme Court has
undermined the sanctity of the
POSH Act. 

The apex court has been the
torch-bearer of women’s right to
equality and safe spaces. The court
itself laid down the Visakha
Guidelines in 1997 to protect
women against sexual harassment
and abuse at workplace. Even there-
after, it took almost 15 years for the
POSH law to be enacted.

The POSH Act is unique. This
progressive and welfare legislation
cannot be permitted to be under-
mined lest Indian women lose their
right to safe work places.

Without getting into the mer-
its of the allegations levelled against
the CJI, it is imperative that a fair
and impartial hearing of the mat-

ter be conducted that is based on
the settled principles and the pro-
cedure established by the law. This
is a sine qua non for upholding the
rule of law.

Looking at the gravity of the
complaint at hand and in keeping
with the spirit and objectives of the
POSH Act, the Supreme Court
must lead by example and ensure
that the presiding officer and
majority of the members of the
inquiry committee are women.
Further, the board must include
external member/members as well. 

It is incumbent on all citizens
of India, especially women, to voice
their concern on side-stepping of
the women-led complaints commit-
tee in a matter of sexual harassment. 

If we choose to remain quiet on
this grave violation of principles of
natural justice and the procedure
established by the law, it will send
the Indian women back to decades.
The spirit and sanctity of the POSH
Act must be fiercely protected,
preserved and prevented from
being reduced to a mockery. 

(The writer is an advocate)
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Bengaluru: The Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
here on Thursday stayed the
order of the Election
Commission suspending IAS
officer Mohammed Mohsin
for checking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's helicopter in
Odisha.

The officer from Karnataka
cadre, deployed in Odisha as a
general observer, was sus-
pended on April 17 for check-
ing Modi's helicopter in
Odisha's Sambalpur in viola-
tion of norms for dealing with
SPG protectees and sent back
to the state.

The CAT maintained that
during an election process
while reasonable assurances of
protection and security must be
made available to SPG pro-
tectees, it cannot be said "they
are eligible for anything and

everything."
Mohsin had tried to check

some luggage in the convoy of
the Prime Minister and the EC
order had said he had acted in
violation of existing instruc-
tions of the commission.

In its order, the CAT, which
adjudicates disputes involving
central government employees,
noted that there was a circular
regarding the SPG protectees
that they are exempted from
certain examinations on certain
grounds.

It also said:"We will not go
into the SPG protectees guide-

lines as per the bluebook right
now but the rule of law must
prevail."

The tribunal also took note
of the submission of the appli-
cant's counsel who pointed
out that there were news about
heavy packages unloaded from
prime minister's cavalcade
being taken away in other
vehicle.

"It has been laid down that
SPG protectees are exempted
from checking. He should have
known the instruction being an
observer. The reason for sus-
pension is dereliction of duty,"
a source in the EC had said fol-
lowing suspension.

After the incident, Mohsin
was attached to the Sambalpur
headquarters and subsequent-
ly sent back to Karnataka where
he was attached with state
chief electoral officer. PTI
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While articles as innocuous
as “chuninda Kurta” and

“Bangali Mithai” threatening to
upset Mamata Banerjee’s
minority applecart, the Bengal
Chief Minister on Thursday
took initiative to control dam-
age done by Narendra Modi’s
off-the-cuff remark on how
“Didi occasionally sends him
chuninda Kurta and Bangali
Mithai.”

In an apparent bid to estab-
lish her political difference
with Modi more than ever
before, the Chief Minister on
Thursday mounted a no-holds-
barred attack on the Prime
Minister saying courtesy was
the last thing that would appear
in his dictionary.

“I sent him kurta and
sweets as I regularly do to the
other politicians irrespective of
their political identity. But that
is a part of my courtesy and
here this man is trying to
make use of that to gain polit-
ical points,” Banerjee told a
huge rally at Durgapur adding
“I send such gifts during the
Durga Pujas which represents
my culture and upbringing.”

The Prime Minister had in
an interview to film star
Akshay Kumar said that
“though this may cause some

political flutter I must concede
that Mamata Didi often sends
me choicest kurta mostly
selected by her personally. In
fact after learning that I had
liked the sweets sent to me by
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, she did the
same by regularly sending me
some delicious Bangali Mithai.”

A subsequent statement
by Bengal BJP chief Dilip
Ghosh tended to rub salt in
injury when he claimed “I
have no problems in sending
gifts. Even I have a good per-
sonal relationship with the
Chief Minister. I appreciate
her gesture when she calls me
up to inquire after my health
whenever I am unwell.”

The Prime Ministerial
interview was televised on
Wednesday causing an imme-
diate reaction in the ruling

Trinamool Congress circle even
as Banerjee’s nephew and MP
Abhishek Banerjee said “had
such gifts been sent to him why
he did not make it public ear-
lier and why is he telling it now.”

Banerjee who earlier said
that she would “send gifts to
him but not allow him to take
votes,” on Thursday increased
her decibel level following
reports that the Left Front the
earlier ‘custodians’ of the
minority votes in the State had
gone to town (read villages)
raising questions on the “setting
(read adjustment) between
Didibhai and Modibhai.”

This even as Bengal
CPI(M) secretary and party
politburo member Suryokanto
Mishra said “the Prime
Minister has finally spilled the
bin exposing the real chemistry
between the two sides. We
have been for long been telling
how the two sides were work-
ing on an adjustment basis
which first started in 2001
when Mamata Banerjee sent a
bouquet to Modi when he
became the Chief Minister of
Gujarat.”

The Left leaders like Sujan
Chakrabarty also demanded to
know from the Prime Minister
as to “reveal what more she has
been sending to you,” or
“whether she has gifted you her

right hand Mukul Roy, and
many other leaders of the TMC
and whether she has gifted you
away the entire TMC in Tripura
to win power there.”

In an apparent bid to con-
trol damage and to establish her
claim as the true champion of
the minority cause — that
constitutes about 30 percent
vote in the State, Banerjee said.

Upping the ante the Chief
Minister reminded how the
Prime Minister had “promised
2 crore jobs per year but ended
up taking away 3 crores in five
years of his rule. Most of such
jobs were lost during the
demonetisation which in itself
is a big scam and will be
probed when we come to
power.”
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In a gruesome incident relat-
ing to post poll-violence, a

homemaker was allegedly
forced to gulp down acid by her
in-laws. Her fault: she had
voted for Congress Party. The
incident took place on Tuesday
at Mohanpur village in
Murshidabad parliamentary
constituency and came to light
on Thursday.

Makhan Biwi, the victim
was fighting for her life in hos-
pital, son Rafzal said. “My
mother was pulled back home
by her hair after she emerged
from inside the booth. I tried
to protect her but my father,

grandfather and uncles locked
me inside a room. From there
I saw them forcing apart her
mouth and pouring acid in it.”

The boy and his sister were
also beaten up for trying to
intervene, he said adding her
mother had allegedly voted
for the Congress which was not
liked by his family which
backed the TMC. Murhsidabad
had already seen one poll-
related death and three near-
fatal injuries on Tuesday with
alleged TMC goons stabbing to
death a Congress worker. In
other incidents three TMC
workers were grievously
injured in attack mounted by
the CPI(M) and Congress.
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Kannauj (UP): The ongoing
Lok Sabha election will see the
end of those chanting "Namo,
Namo", BSP supremo
Mayawati said on Thursday,
while SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
expressed confidence that the
SP-BSP-RLD alliance will give
a new Prime Minister to the
country.

Both the former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Ministers were
addressing a joint poll rally
here, along with Rashtriya Lok
Dal (RLD) president Ajit Singh,
in favour of Dimple Yadav, the
joint candidate of the opposi-
tion alliance from Kannauj.

Dimple, the sitting
Samajwadi Party (SP) MP and
the wife of Akhilesh Yadav, is
seeking re-election from this
parliamentary seat.

"This election will see the
end of those chanting 'Namo,
Namo' and pave the way for
those who shout Jai Bheem.
Seeing your response, it
appears that you are going to
ensure the victory of the
alliance candidates," Mayawati
told the crowd.

Yadav called Prime
Minister Narendra Modi a
"prachar mantri", or minister
for publicity, and claimed that
the SP-BSP-RLD combine in
Uttar Pradesh will give the
country a new PM.

"Last time he came as a
'chaiwala' (tea seller) and you
tasted his tea. This time he has
come as a chowkidar (watch-
man)," he mocked Modi.

"This alliance will give a
new prime minister to the
country and we will make a
new Bharat," the SP chief said.

He added that the opposi-
tion alliance is aimed at ensur-
ing social justice and taking
forward the ideals of B R
Ambedkar, Ram Manohar
Lohia, Kanshi Ram and
Mulayam Singh Yadav.

Criticising the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) government
over demonetisation, Yadav

said, "Has demonetisation
eradicated corruption? Where
is the black money? They have
made the country hollow with
their policies."

Earlier, his wife Dimple
claimed that the BJP was con-
spiring to deprive the backward
classes and Dalits of education
and employment.

Playing the caste card to
the hilt, Mayawati reminded
the electorate that the Congress
did not implement the Mandal
Commission report.

She also said when the
Congress was in power, it did
not give Bharat Ratna to
Ambedkar. PTI
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Jalore/Ajmer/Kota: Congress
president Rahul Gandhi on
Thursday accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of
doing "injustice" to the people
of the country in the last five
years, saying the 'acche din
ayenge' slogan has now been
replaced by 'chowkidar chor
hai'.

He said there will be only
one 'Hindustan' where justice
will be done when the
Congress is voted to power.

During the day, Gandhi
addressed election rallies at
Jalore, Ajmer and Kota in
Rajasthan.

"If rich people are not
jailed for not paying off loans
then farmers too will not be
jailed. If lakhs and crores are
given to them then the same
will be given to farmers,
labourers, tribals, Dalits and
small traders. There will be no
injustice in Hindustan. The
country will not be divided in
two Hindustans. There will be
one Hindustan where justice
will be done," the Congress
president said at a rally in
Jalore.

"PM Narendra Modi did
injustice with people of the
country in the last five years.

Demonetisation and GST were
ways to rob poor, labourers,
small traders of their money,
NYAY scheme will benefit
them," he alleged.

He said the Congress gov-
ernment will listen to people's
'mann ki baat' and run accord-
ing to them.

"Five years ago, there was a
slogan 'acche din ayenge' (good

days will come). Now people
say 'chowkidar chor hai' (watch-
man is a thief) everywhere in
the country," he said.

Addressing a gathering in
Ajmer, Gandhi said, "On one
side there is Narendra Modi
who speaks lies one after the
other wherever he goes and on
the other side, there is truth.
Depositing Rs 15 lakh in bank

accounts, two crore jobs every
year, reasonable price for farm-
ers' crops were all lies."

He said the Congress had
done brainstorming with emi-
nent economists for minimum
income guarantee 'Nyay'
scheme to deposit Rs 72,000
annually in individual bank
accounts of 25 crore poor peo-
ple.

The Congress president
said that people of the country
heard 'Mann ki Baat' in the past
five years but the Congress'
think-tank has done 'kaam ki
Baat' by formulating the NYAY
scheme.

"I want to thank Modi Ji for
opening bank accounts. I am
going to deposit money of
NYAY scheme in the same
accounts. The money will be
deposited directly in bank
accounts of women of the fam-
ilies," he said at an election rally
in Kota.

Gandhi stressed that the
money deposited through the
NYAY scheme will move the
wheels of the economy and cre-
ate job opportunities for the
youth.

He said the Congress gov-
ernment, if voted to power, will
fill 22 lakh government jobs in
one year, separate budget for
farmers, reservation for women
in state assemblies, Parliament
and in Government jobs. He
alleged that the prime minister
is "protecting 15 rich people",
including Mehul Choksi, Anil
Ambani, Lalit Modi and Nirav
Modi, who took bank loans
worth several crore and did not
pay back. PTI
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Ghazipur/Unnao (UP): BJP
president Amit Shah on
Thursday claimed Opposition
leaders cannot look after the
country's security.

Addressing a rally in
Ghazipur constituency of Uttar
Pradesh, he alleged BSP supre-
mo Mayawati and her
Samajwadi Party and Congress
counterparts, Akhilesh Yadav
and Rahul Gandhi, respective-
ly, were upset with the Balakot
air strikes.  

"These 'mahamilavati' peo-
ple talk about the country.
Akhilesh, Mayawati and
Congress cannot keep the coun-
try safe," he said.     

Shah said the BJP cannot do
"ilu-ilu" with terrorists, an appar-
ent reference to the popular
short form of 'I love you'.

"Though terrorists of
Pakistan were killed (in the
Balakot air strikes), there was an
atmosphere of mourning in the
offices of 'Bua' (Mayawati),
'Bhatija' (Akhilesh) and 'Rahul
baba'," he said.

"I could not find out as to
why they were so sad. Why were

they moving about with long
faces? Were those terrorists their
maternal or paternal cousins?"
he said.

The BJP chief asserted his
party cannot play with the secu-
rity of the country. 

"If a bullet is fired from there
(Pakistan), a bomb will be sent
from here (India)... Eent ka
jawaab patthar se diya jayega (If
someone throws bricks, will
respond by throwing rocks)," he
said.  Shah alleged the Congress
want to break the nation with
the "tukde-tukde" gang.

Pointing to the promise of
scrapping sedition law in the
Congress manifesto, the BJP
leader claimed the move is to
prevent those raising "anti-
national" slogans from going to
jails. Union Minister and sitting
MP Manoj Sinha is seeking re-
election from the Ghazipur seat.

The BJP president also
alleged that Purvanchal lagged
behind under the Congress gov-
ernments, and came on the
right track of progress after the
BJP came to power.

Attacking the previous UPA

government, he said the ten
years when "mauni baba"
(apparent reference to former
PM Manmohan Singh) was at
the helm, soldiers were behead-
ed and the government took no
action.

"This is not happening any-
more... Terror strikes took place
and the Modi government car-
ried out air strikes... The mar-
tyrdom of our soldiers was
avenged with surgical strikes," he
said.

Taking a dig at Rahul
Gandhi's "silence" over NC
leader Omar Abdullah's "sepa-
rate PM" remarks, Shah said,
"Rahul Gandhi does not speak
a word on Omar Abdullah as he
fears that if he does, voters will
go away."

Omar had recently suggest-
ed separate prime minister for
Kashmir. 

Addressing another meeting
in Unnao for party nominee
Sakshi Maharaj, the senior BJP
leader said the Yogi Adityanath-
led state government has been
successful at checking "gunda"
(hooligans) elements.   PTI
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Sirsa (Haryana): Since the self-
styled godman Gurmeet Ram
Rahim was sentenced to life impris-
onment in January for killing a jour-
nalist, followers of his Dera Sacha
Sauda have been lying low at the
sprawling 800-acre campus outside
Sirsa in Haryana.

The followers say they are also
unsure about who to support in this
election.

The Dera has been an impor-
tant vote bank for parties for over
a decade. In 2007, it had formed a
political affairs wing which decid-
ed which political party or politician
it will support.

During the 2007 Punjab

Assembly election, it supported
the Congress.

In 2014 general election, the

Dera openly supported the BJP.
But after the sentencing of

their flamboyant but controversial
chief, the Dera and its political
affairs wing became dysfunctional,
locals and followers said.

This, however, has not stopped
political parties, including the BJP
and the INLD, from saying they will
not refrain from seeking support of
the once-influential Dera Sacha
Sauda.

BJP leader and Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar has
said he was not averse to Dera sup-
port in Lok Sabha election, and
defended his stance, saying it is a
political party's "right to seek votes

in an election".
INLD leader Abhay Singh

Chautala too has said his party will
seek the Dera's support.

Punjab Congress chief Sunil
Jakhar has ruled that option out.
Jakhar said, "We shall not compro-
mise with Sirsa Dera for the elec-
tion after sacrilege (incidents) have
been traced to it."

That political parties have made
their stance clear may not have a
bearing on the Dera followers, who
say they are clueless.

"There used to be public meet-
ings and then a decision was taken.
It used to be of course not binding
but suggestive in nature. But this

time, everyone is clueless about who
will the Dera support," said Chinder
Kaur, whose family has been the
sect's supporter for decades.

A Dera functionary, who did
not wish to be identified, said,
"Guru ji never told us who to vote
for."

"It was the political affairs wing
of the Dera to which political par-
ties used to reach out and then pub-
lic meetings were held with fol-
lowers and a decision was taken,"
the functionary said.

Several Dera followers, who did
not wish to come on record, said the
political affairs wing is almost
redundant and hence the followers

will have to make their individual
choices.

"It is not just the political affairs
wing but everything about Dera has
come to a standstill. The manufac-
turing plants for aloe vera products,
bottled water, car batteries and
confectionery items are shut," said
Babita Gautam, who lives near the
Dera campus.

Gautam said many people have
been rendered jobless because of the
closure of the Dera units. "So
whom to vote for is still a question
in our neighbourhood."

In August 2017, a special CBI
court sentenced the 50-year-old
Ram Rahim to 20 years of impris-

onment for raping two female fol-
lowers.

His conviction in the 2002 case
triggered widespread violence,
arson and police firing. Thousands
of Dera followers rampaged
through parts of Haryana. Over 40
people died.

Though the Dera has tumbled
since then, Ram Rahim's followers
and those who had a stake in his
business live in large numbers in
Sirsa and surrounding districts. It
is yet to be seen how they react in
the polls.

Polling in Haryana, which has
10 Lok Sabha constituencies, will be
held on May 12.  PTI
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Thursday announced the
names of three party leaders to
contest in the Assembly by-
elections from Bhatpara,
Habibpur and Islampur seats.

While former minister
Madan Mitra will contest from
Bhatpara, Amal Kisku will file
nomination from Habibpur.
Another former Minister
Abdul Karim Chowdhury will
contest from Islampur seat,
Banerjee said.

The by-polls to the four
assembly seats necessitated
after resignations of sitting
MLAs who are contesting the

Lok Sabha elections will be held
on May 19, the date for the last
phase of election to the Lok
Sabha.

Banerjee also extended
support for Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha(GJM) leader Binay
Tamang in Darjeeling assembly
seat, which was vacated by
Amar Singh Rai who is con-
testing from Darjeeling Lok
Sabha constituency as a joint
GJM-TMC candidate.
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Ajoint team of security
forces early Thursday

morning neutralised two
Hizbul Mujahideen terrorists,
including an under graduate,
pursuing course in
Physiotherapy, in Bagender
Mohalla of Bijbehara in South
Kashmir's Anantnag district.

Security forces suffered
no collateral damage in the
clinical operation, launched in
the thickly populated area
after receiving a specific intel-
ligence input about the pres-
ence of armed terrorists in the
area.  

Since one of the terrorists
neutralised in the gun fight was
a resident of Bijbehara, spo-
radic protests were reported in
the area at several places.

The security forces exer-
cised restraint to contain the
law and order situation. 

Police spokesman said,
"security forces on Thursday

morning recovered two dead
bodies from the hide out after
the encounter was called off in
the area".  One of the terrorist
was identified as Safder Amin
Bhat, a ninth class drop out,
resident of village Zirpara in
Bijbehara. He was active in the
area since May 2017, police
spokesman said.  

Another terrorist, accord-
ing to police was identified as
Burhan Ahmad Ganie alias
Saifullah. 

After completing his class
12,  Burhan was pursuing a
graduate course in
Physiotherapy. He is a resident
of Malipora Hablish, Kulgam,
at present residing in SK
Colony of Anantnag. He was
active in the area since June
2018. 

Police also recovered one
AK rifle and one  SLR from
their hideout. 

Meanwhile, security has
been beefed up along the 300
km long Jammu-Srinagar

National Highway ahead of
the shifting of the Durbar
move offices from April 27.

Due to strict security relat-
ed restrictions, the state gov-
ernment has chalked out a
comprehensive schedule of
movement of durbar move
employees  to ensure their
hassle free travel.

To prevent any  attack on
the movement of the vehicles
elaborate security arrange-
ments would remain in place. 

In the wake of  regular
suspension of traf f ic 
on account of land sliding on
the National Highway the
state government has already
made parallel arrangements
across different district head-
quarters to meet any conti-
gency.

Due to security restric-
tions on the highway the state
government has also appealed
to the state govt employees to
remain alert and respond to the
situation appropriately.
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mortgage his wife's jewellery to
feed fodder to his beloved cat-
tle in Bandasar, a last village in
Barmer Lok Sabha constituen-
cy along the international bor-
der with Pakistan. Ali is not
alone in his village, a Muslim-
dominated area.

There are many in Bandasar
who are facing acute difficulties
for a long time to arrange fod-
der in Barmer, which has no
pasture land for cattle.

Shortage of fodder is a
major poll issue in the Thar dis-
trict Lok Sabha constituency.

Ali says in every election,
candidates of political parties
come to the village to seek
votes, but after winning polls,
they never return.

A drought is a bad time for
cattle as their source of food
dries up, even if they are aban-
doned and allowed to roam
freely by farmers.

In Bandasar and 150 vil-
lages nearby, small and big —
such as Munabav, Ramsar,
Bhigusi, Gagaria, Bhajpar,
Derasar and Bikusar, when
there is no rain, farmers have to

look for other things, including
working under MGNREGA
and going to Ahmedabad,
around 500 kilometers from
Bandasar, in search of work to
feed both family and cattle.

Ali has 28 cows and calves.
But, he said, he and his wife,
who considered them as a part
of their family, worry every two-
three days as to how to arrange
fodder instead of feeding their
children as arrangement of their
food cost them much less than
what cattle eat.

He says he has around 100
acre land in Bandasar, but it is
lying useless as he cannot use it

because of the drought-situa-
tion.

"I had to mortgage 170
grams of gold jewellery of my
wife to arrange money for
fodder for my cattle. I and my
wife consider cattle like our
family. Our cattle is everything
to us.

"Government should find a
permanent solution to this
problem existing across the
Thar desert area,” Ali said.

When there is rain, pasture
land is easily available for cattle,
Subha Momin, another villager,
said.

Ramesh Chand, a former

sarpanch of the nearby border
village of Gatra, said the
Rajasthan government used to
run fodder camps where cattle
food was available at subsidised
rates for farmers, but for the last
three years, no such camp has
been organised.

Chand also said that farm-
ers having not more than 12
acres of land would only be cov-
ered by the scheme, and because
of this, most farmers, who have
desert land ranging from 40 to
100 acres, are deprived of state-
run programmes.

There are around 300 small
and big villages in Barmer Lok
Sabha constituency, falling with-
in a 50-70 -km radius from the
international border.

Government has con-
structed concrete wells to store
rain water, but this is only use-
ful when there is good amount
of rainfall.

Due to water scarcity in the
desert area, people have to shell
out Rs 2,000 to 3,000 to buy
2,500 litres of water which is
used for both family members
and cattle.

“Not only Barmer, the

entire Thar desert area of
Rajasthan has been facing water
scarcity. But government is
doing nothing. Being far-reach
areas, candidates come only for
campaigning, and once elec-
tions are over, nobody comes to
these villages,” says Changa,
who goes by his first name.

Apart from shortage of fod-
der and water scarcity, health is
also an issue in those villages
where no hospital facility has
been set up by authorities.

Desar village, 50 km from
the international border, has a
population of 6,000 persons, but
it and its nearby areas do not
have any health facility.

Nawaj Ali, a villager, says
when a person has fever, he or
his family has to spend around
Rs 1,000 on the transportation
to reach the city area of Barmer
to get medical treatment.

"In case of emergency, we
have to rush patients to a health
facility located at Barmer's city
point to get him or her medical
treatment, and this situation is
a brisk business for trans-
porters," he said. Barmer goes to
polls on April 29. PTI
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Begusarai (Bihar): Union
Minister Giriraj Singh was on
Thursday booked for violating
model code of conduct by mak-
ing controversial remarks
against the Muslim community
at a rally here a day ago where
BJP national president Amit
Shah, among others, was pre-
sent.

According to District
Magistrate, Begusarai, Rahul
Kumar, the FIR was lodged at
Town police station under rele-
vant sections of the
Representation of People Act
and the Indian Penal Code tak-
ing suo motu cognizance of the
"controversial" remarks made by
Singh at Wednesdays rally.

Besides Shah, the rally was
attended by a number of other
BJP leaders, including Deputy
Chief Minister Sushil Kumar
Modi. Singh is contesting from
Begusarai Lok Sabha as the
NDA candidate and he is
engaged in a three-cornered
fight with CPIs Kanhaiya Kumar
and RJDs Tanveer Hassan.

Video footage of Singhs
brief address at the rally was tele-
cast on news channels wherein
he can be heard saying, "I would
like to say, Giriraj Singh's ances-
tors died and were cremated.
You need a yard of land even
after you die, for burial of your
mortal remains. If you say you
cannot chant Vande Mataram,
this nation will never forget you".

"There are many people
who are trying to spread com-
munal passions. We will not
allow that to happen anywhere
in Bihar including Begusarai.
The RJD candidate in
Darbhanga recently said he had
problems with reciting Vande
Mataram", Singh said referring
to Abdul Bari Siddiqui's com-
ments on Sunday last.

"In Begusarai too, many
can be seen spewing venom
wearing bade bhai ka kurta
and chhote bhai ka pyjama", he
said referring to the long shirts
and short trousers that are usu-
ally associated with devout mus-
lims. PTI
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Bengaluru: With dissidence
in ruling coalition partner
Congress surfacing again,
Karnataka Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy on Thursday
took stock of the situation
with his deputy G
Parameshwara and senior
Minister DK Shivakumar.

During the meeting, the
Congress-JD(S) coalition lead-
ers are said to havediscussed
about the threat by rebel
Congress MLA Ramesh
Jarkiholi to quit the party along
with other legislators with him,
and its implications on the
Government.

The meeting also came in
the backdrop of the BJP pre-
dicting the fall of the coalition
Government after the Lok
Sabha election results are
declared on May 23.

Emerging out of the meet-
ing with Chief Minister, who
has taken a break after busy
campaigning for about a
month, Parameshwara ruled
out any threat to the coalition
Government.

"We have discussed politics
also, but we also have infor-
mation that there are no such
developments (threatening the

Government)," the Congress
leader told reporters.

"we don't have any appre-
hension about the collapse of
the government as being
claimed by the BJP," he said.

The government isstable,
he asserted, adding they held
discussions with the chief min-
ister about facing drought sit-
uation in parts of the state.

Speculation about the
longevity of the Congress-
JD(S) coalition government in
Karnataka has again come to
the fore after the second and
final phase of Lok Sabha polls
in the state on Tuesday, with
state BJP chief B S Yeddyurappa
predicting its collapse after the
election results. 

There are talks within
political circles that any adverse
results for the coalition in the
Lok Sabha polls will have its
implications on the stability of
the state government.

The Congress and JDS,
which stitched an alliance after
contesting the assembly elec-
tions separately last year, had an
understanding for the
Parliamentary polls despite
resentment amongthe grass
root workers and leaders of

both the parties.
Adding to this was the

threat by Jarkiholi, who has
been hobnobbing with the BJP
for some time now and threat-
ening he alongwith other
MLAs would resign from
Congress soon.

His public posturing has
caused fear among the ruling
coalition leaders as itcould
trigger the number game in the
assembly.

Karnataka Pradesh
Congress President Dinesh
Gundu Rao, however expressed
hopethat Jarkiholi would think
with "good sense" and not quit.
Rao also warned of adverse
consequence by believing in
BJP.

"Congress has not done any
injustice to him (Jarkiholi),
party has always stood by him,
he is five-timeMLA from the
party and has been a Minister.

"He too may not haveany
negative opinion against the
party and is giving somestate-
ments due to some reasons, this
is my feeling," he added. Rao,
however, ruled out any talks
with him and said May 23 Lok
Sabha pollresults will put an
end to every thing. PTI

Mumbai: From Dalit icon Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar to noted
Communist leader Sripad
Dange, many a political stal-
wart have tried their luck in
parliamentary elections from
Mumbai.

There have also been sur-
prises like when firebrand trade
union leader George Fernandes
trounced Congress heavy-
weight S K Patil from the
Mumbai South Lok Sabha con-
stituency in 1967.

Before delimitation in
2008, the city district had three
Lok Sabha constituencies -
Mumbai South, South Central
and North Central.

Mumbai district was divid-

ed into Mumbai City and
Mumbai Suburb in 1990.

In 1952, Mumbai's parlia-
mentary constituencies were
Mumbai South, Mumbai North
and Mumbai Suburbs. While in
1957, there were Mumbai City
South, Mumbai Central and

Mumbai North.
In 1962, the Lok Sabha

seats were Mumbai City South,
Mumbai City South Central
and Mumbai City North
Central (SC).

Ambedkar, who was the
law minister in the Jawaharlal
Nehru government formed
after independence, contested
as the candidate of the
Scheduled Caste Federation
(SCF) from Mumbai North in
1952.

However, the chief
Constitution-maker was
defeated by Congress candidate
Narayan Kajrolkar. Kajrolkar
had bagged 1,38,137 votes,
while Ambedkar polled

1,23,576 votes.
In 1957, Defence Minister

V K Krishna Menon of the
Congress won from Mumbai
North.

While Dange, a founding
member of the Communist
Party of India (CPI), was elect-
ed to the Lok Sabha from
Mumbai Central in 1957,
Fernandes emerged as a "giant
killer" in 1967 by defeating
Congress's Patil from Mumbai
South.

Another interesting fea-
ture is that in 1971, Shiv Sena
leader Manohar Joshi contest-
ed from Mumbai North
Central but lost to R D
Bhandare of the Congress.

In 1984, Joshi, who later
went on to become the first
Shiv Sena Chief Minister of
Maharashtra, unsuccessfully
contested as the BJP nominee
against Sharad Dighe of the
Congress from Mumbai North
Central.

Another top Sena leader,
Wamanrao Mahadik, had con-
tested on a BJP ticket from
Mumbai South Central in 1984.

Communist and socialist
leaders have left their deep
imprint on the political land-
scape of the financial capital of
the country, which was once
home to a large number of tex-
tile mills.

Communist stalwart

Ahilya Rangnekar was elected
from Mumbai North Central in
1977 and Pramila Dandavate,
the wife of former Union min-
ister Madhu Dandavate, had
made it to the Lok Sabha from
the same constituency in 1980.

In 1984, trade unionist
Datta Samant was elected to the
Lower House of Parliament
from Mumbai South-Central as
an independent.

The metropolis now has
half a dozen Lok Sabha seats —
Mumbai North, Mumbai
North-West, Mumbai North-
East, Mumbai North-Central,
Mumbai South-Central and
Mumbai South — which go to
the polls on April 29.  PTI
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Srinagar: National Conference
chief Farooq Abdullah on
Thursday said those who are
trying to repeal articles 370 and
35-A of the Constitution,
which guarantee special status
to Jammu & Kashmir, are play-
ing with fire.

"The need of the hour is to
douse these flames and not to
add fuel to the fire," Abdullah
said, addressing a poll cam-
paign rally at Devsar in Kulgam
district.

The forme Chief Minister
asserted that no one can sub-
due Kashmiris.

“History bears the testi-
mony to the fact that no one
was able to enslave Kashmiris.
We have fought Mughals,
Pathans and other despotic
regimes and never let anyone
subdue us.

"New Delhi will have our
respect, only if they respect the
people of this State. No one
should dare tinker with our self

esteem for the Kashmiris have
always responded to the brick-
bats thrown at them with deter-
mination,” he said.

Cautioning the people
against forces inimical to the
state's special status, Abdullah
said the forces which have
been inimical to the state's
special status come in different
hues and colors trying to
destroy it.

"Kashmiris, however, have
never allowed such forces to
succeed in their nefarious
designs; today the situation is
no different. Today we see the
BJP-RSS cheekily taking vows
to destroy the identity and
integrity of our State,” he said.

He added that articles 370
and 35-A protect the state
natives rights to jobs, land
holdings and scholarships.

"Any move to scuttle the
articles will have far reaching
consequences on the people of
the state. So it is imperative for

the the people across the state,
in particular the people of
south Kashmir to vote. Every
vote you cast will set the
recourse of our State for the
next half a decade," he added.

The former chief minister
said the people of Kashmir can
tackle their problems only
through ballots and not guns.

“The problem cannot be
resolved by using guns or pelt-
ing stones. It is only through
the use of vote that the people
of Kashmir can find a way for-
ward.

"The gun culture has only
added to the miseries of the
people and made us suscepti-
ble to the machinations of
those who are inimical to our
identity. The people have to
forge unity and come in large
numbers to vote in order to
save the identity, integrity, plu-
ralistic visage and special con-
stitutional status of our state,”
he said.  PTI
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Mumbai: Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday denied Opposition's
allegation that the BJP was
politicising security forces' val-
our to seek votes, saying her
party was only talking about the
"political will" necessary to com-
bat terror.

""Who is politicising the
(valour of) security forces? We
haven't done it," she said, speak-
ing to reporters here.

The UPA government led
by Manmohan Singh lacked
the political will to combat ter-
rorism which was evident after
the 26/11 Mumbai attack, the
BJP leader said.

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment took "decisive" steps
and showed "political will" to
combat terror, which was seen
in the 2016 surgical strike and
Balakot air strike in February in
the aftermath of Uri and
Pulwama attacks, respectively,
Sitharaman said.

"The Congress feels hesitant
to talk about political will, hence
it thinks we are politicising (the
valour of soldiers)," she said.

"We are not politicising the

valour, but talking about the
political leadership's will to take
action which is not politicisa-
tion," the defence minister said.

She also attacked the
Congress over its poll promise
to review the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act, saying it
would be difficult for the Army
to operate in a state such as
Jammu and Kashmir in its
absence.

"For AFSPA to be removed,
changes have to be brought on
the ground first through pro-
grammes. Till that time, it can-
not be removed," the minister
said. Sitharaman also hit out at
Opposition for questioning the
Balakot air strike or seeking the
proof of the surgical strike.

She felt "sad", she said,
adding that Pakistan would like
Opposition's language.

To a question, Sitharaman
said due procedure was fol-
lowed in negotiating the Rafale
deal. There was no need to
change the defence procure-
ment policy in the context of the
deal, which the Congress is
criticising for alleged irregular-
ities, she added. PTI
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Bengaluru: In the wake of the
terror attacks in Sri Lanka, the
police here on Thursday
stepped up security and initi-
ated elaborate measures to pre-
vent such an incident.

In addition, the police have
decided to set up ananti-ter-
rorist cell in the city and have
written to Karnataka
Government in this regard.

As part of the measures,
the police convened a meeting
with head of variousinstitu-
tions, religious places and com-
mercial establishment with a
footfall of more than 500.

Speaking to reporters after
the meeting, city police com-
missioner T Suneel Kumarsaid
he has instructed deputy com-
missioners to gather informa-
tion on religious places where
lots of people congregate.

The deputy commission-
ers, in turn, have been direct-
ed to instruct the managers of
malls and hotels. Further, the
commissioner decided to hold
a meeting with the trustees,
board members and managers
of religious institutions and
commercial places. PTI
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Mumbai: Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh has said Indian
authorities shared "actionable"
intelligence with Sri Lanka
before the serial blasts rocked the
neighbouring country.

Nearly 360 people were
killed in the Easter Sunday
bombings in the island
nation."Desired and actionable
inputs were shared with the
authorities in Sri Lanka prior to
the blasts. But unfortunately,
they (plotters) succeeded," Singh
told PTI.

Asked if Sri Lanka failed to
act on those inputs, he said it is
not a question of blaming that
country's Government for it. 

Nine suicide bombers,
believed to be members of local
Islamist extremist group named
National Thowheed Jamath
(NTJ), carried out the series of
blasts that tore through three
churches and three luxury
hotels.

However, the NTJ has not

claimed responsibility for the
attacks.

According to officials, intel-
ligence inputs about a possible
terror attack in Sri Lanka, tar-
geting the Indian High
Commission, were shared by
Indian agencies with their coun-
terparts in the island nation ear-
lier this month after the National
Investigation Agency complet-
ed its probe into an ISIS-inspired
module planning to kill promi-
nent leaders in south India.

The inputs were sent
through diplomatic channels to
Sri Lanka after a thorough inves-
tigation pertaining to the ISIS
case in Coimbatore was carried
out by the NIA, which has filed
a charge sheet against seven peo-
ple. During investigation, the
probe team had stumbled upon
videos of NTJ leader Zahran
Hashim, which was indicative of
a terror attack  on the Indian
High Commission in Colombo.

PTI

Bengaluru: With polls ending
for all 28 LoK Sabha con-
stituencies in Karnataka,
Congress and BJP turned their
focus on Thursday on finalis-
ing candidates for Chincholi
and Kundgol assembly con-
stituencies for the May 19 by-
elections.

BJP held its core commit-
tee meeting under theleader-
ship of State chief BS
Yeddyurappa to finalise itscan-
didates for both the assembly
segments.

Pradesh Congress
President Dinesh Gundu Rao
too held meetings to discuss
the preparations for the by-
election and selection of can-
didates.

Congress and JD(S) have
decided to go to polls togeth-
er by fielding a consensus can-
didate from the grand old
party, as both seats were held
by it.

The outcome of by-polls

along with Lok Sabha resultsis
crucial for the ruling Congress-
JD(S) alliance as it would have
a bearing on the longevity of
the coalition Government,
triggering the number game in
the Assembly.

Bypoll to Chincholi was
necessitated as Umesh Jadhav
quit as Congress MLA and
joined the BJP to contest Lok
Sabha pollsfrom Gulbarga,
while Kundgol seat fell vacant
following thedeath of MLA
and Minister C S Shivalli.

The last date to file nom-
ination is on April 29.

Speaking to reporters
after the core committee
meeting Yeddyurappa said,
"We have recommended one
name each for boththe con-
stituencies to Delhi (party
central leadership) afterdis-
cussion.

It will be finalised tomor-
row and from Delhi the can-
didates will be announced.

We will win both the seats
andwe are making all prepa-
rations."

"We also discussed
prospects of Lok Sabha polls.
According to our leaders and
feed back received from various
places we will win minimum 22
seats (out of 28). We have
thatconfidence. We may win
even more," he added. PTI
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The country’s largest car-
maker Maruti-Suzuki

today clearly announced that
they will stop
sales of all
diesel-engined
cars from April
1, 2020. This is
the day that
Bharat Stage 6
(BS6) emission
norms come
into force in
India and no old
Bharat Stage 4
diesel engined
vehicles will be
allowed to be
r e g i s t e r e d .
During the car-
makers annual
results confer-
ence, Chairman
R C Bhargava
made this
u n e q u i v o c a l
statement about diesels and
announced that this would
apply to all Maruti-Suzuki
products includings hatch-
backs, sedans, SUV’s and com-
mercial vehicles. Bhargava said
that this was because making
existing diesel engines BS6
compatible was not technical-
ly possible and new engines
and costs for a BS6 diesel
option on smaller cars would
add at least �1 lakh to the exist-
ing cost of a diesel car. He felt
that alongside factors such as
higher cost and the fact that

diesel vehicles will be deregis-
tered in the National capital
Region within ten years, a plan
which might be implemented
nationwide and with diesel
prices rising, the demand for
diesel vehicles would collapse.
“The Supreme Court has made
it clear that it will not allow the
sale and registration of any BS4
from April 1, 2020”, Bhargava
said explaining this decision. 

This had a negative impact
on the Maruti’s share price
which crashed after this
announcement after having
climbed earlier after the com-
pany beat investor expecta-
tions with a relatively positive

result. This is because 23 per-
cent of Maruti’s sales are of
diesel vehicles, almost all are of
the 1.3 litre diesel engine that
Maruti licenses from Fiat, and
the company recently
announced a new 1.5 litre
diesel engine for the Ciaz
sedan. Bhargava however said
that the company continued to
work on hybrid vehicles and
while no ‘strong hybrids’ will be
launched in the coming year,
Maruti-Suzuki continues to
work on the technology for a
potential future launch.

Bhargava expressed negativity
on the possibility of more elec-
tric vehicles being launched in
the small car space given costs
and without a comprehensive
study on commodities and car-
bon costs. 

Unit sales for the year
climbed to 1,862,449 units
including exports, a growth of
4.7 per cent and thus net sales
stood at �83,026.5 crore a
growth of 6.3 per cent.
However with foreign exchange
volatility and rising commod-
ity prices, net profit declined
2.9 per cent to �7500 crore, and
thus the company only
declared a dividend of �80 per

share. One other reason for
declining profitability were the
increase in customer discounts
which rose from �15,849 per
vehicle on average in 2017-18
to �18,277 per vehicle in 2018-
19. The company also said
that while the last few quarters
have been weak, sales in the
fourth quarter declining 0.7 per
cent over the previous year this
was in line with most pre-elec-
tion years in India. That said,
Maruti-Suzuki expected sales
to grow between 4-8 per cent
in Fiscal Year 2020.
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With data costs falling by
95 per cent since 2013,

India will see internet users rise
by about 40 per cent and num-
ber of smartphones to double
by 2023, McKinsey said in a
report.

It also expects core digital
sectors to jump two-fold to
$355-435 billion by 2025.

The report ‘Digital India
— Technology to Transform a
Connection Nation’ by
McKinsey Global Institute said
the country is one of the largest
and fastest-growing markets
for digital consumers, with
560 million internet sub-
scribers in 2018, second only
to China.

Indian mobile data users
consume 8.3 gigabits (GB) of
data each month on average,
compared with 5.5 GB for
mobile users in China and 8-
8.5 GB in advanced digital
economy of South Korea.
Indians have 1.2 billion mobile
phone subscriptions and down-
loaded more apps — 12.3 bil-
lion in 2018 — than residents
of any other country except
China.

“Our analysis of 17 mature
and emerging economies finds
India is digitising faster than
any other country in the study,
save Indonesia — and there is
plenty of room to grow: just
over 40 per cent of the popu-
lace has an internet subscrip-
tion,” it said.

While a Government push
has helped digitise the econo-
my, private sector firms such as
Reliance Jio has helped bring
down data costs by more than
95 per cent since 2013, it said,
adding the cost of one gigabyte
fell from 9.8 per cent of per
capita monthly GDP in 2013
(roughly $12.45) to 0.37 per
cent in 2017 (the equivalent of
a few cents).

“Private-sector innovation
has helped bring internet-
enabled services to millions of
consumers and made online
usage more accessible. For
example, Reliance Jio’s strategy
of bundling virtually free
smartphones with subscrip-
tions to its mobile service has
spurred innovation and com-
petitive pricing across the sec-
tor,” the report said.

As a result, monthly mobile
data consumption per user is
growing at 152 per cent annu-
ally — more than twice the
rates in the United States and
China. Average fixed-line
download speed quadrupled
between 2014 and 2017.

“India will increase the
number of internet users by
about 40 per cent to between
750 million and 800 million
and double the number of
smartphones to between 650
million and 700 million by
2023,” it said, adding the poten-
tial for India’s internet sub-
scriber base could reach 835
million by 2023.

McKinsey said India’s

internet user base has grown
rapidly in recent years, pro-
pelled by the decreasing cost
and increasing availability of
smartphones and high-speed
connectivity, and is now one of
the largest in the world.

The average Indian social
media user spends 17 hours
on the platforms each week,
more than social media users
in China and the 
United States.

The share of Indian adults
with at least one digital finan-
cial account has more than
doubled since 2011, to 80 per
cent, thanks in large part to the
more than 332 million people
who opened mobile
phone–based accounts under
the Government’s Jan-Dhan
Yojana — a mass financial-
inclusion programme.

“By many measures, India
is on its way to becoming a dig-
itally advanced nation,”
McKinsey said. “Just over 40
per cent of the populace has an
internet subscription, but India
is already home to one of the
world’s largest and most rapid-
ly growing bases of digital con-
sumers. It is digitising activities
at a faster pace than many
mature and emerging
economies.”

India’s core digital sectors,
comprising of IT-BPM, digital
communication services and
electronics manufacturing,
accounted for about $170 bil-
lion — or 7 per cent — of GDP
in 2017–18.
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Bank credit rose by 14.19
percent to �96.45 lakh crore

while deposits grew 10.60 per-
cent to �125.30 lakh crore in
the first fortnight ended on
April 12, according to recent
RBI data.

In the year ago fortnight,
deposits were at �113.29 lakh
crore and advances stood at
�84.46 lakh crore.

In the fiscal ended March
2019, bank credit had risen by
13.24 percent and deposits
grew by 10.03 percent. This was
the second consecutive double-
digits credit growth after the
same had declined to 4.54 per-
cent in FY17 at �78.41 lakh
crore, which was the lowest
since 1963, the RBI data said.

On a year-on-year basis,
non-food bank credit increased
by 13.2 percent in February
2019 as compared with an

increase of 9.8 percent in the
year-ago period.

Loans to the services sec-
tor almost doubled with a 23.7
percent growth in February
compared to 14.2 percent in the
same month last year.

Advances to agriculture
and allied activities increased
by 7.5 percent in February
compared to an increase of 9
percent in February 2018.

Credit to the industry rose
by 5.6 percent in February, up
from an increase of 1 percent
in February 2018.

Credit to the infrastructure,
chemical and chemical products,
and all engineering sectors accel-
erated. However, credit growth
to basic metal & metal products,
textiles, and food processing
decelerated/contracted.

Personal loans rose 16.7
percent in February down from
20.4 percent in February 2018,
the RBI said. 
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Former Nissan chief Carlos
Ghosn emerged from his

Tokyo detention centre in the
late hours of on Thursday after
accepting bail of $4.5 million
under strict conditions includ-
ing restrictions on seeing 
his wife.

The 65-year-old tycoon
faces four charges of financial
misconduct ranging from con-
cealing part of his salary from
shareholders to syphoning off
Nissan funds for his 
personal use.

His case has captivated
Japan and the business com-
munity with its multiple twists
and turns, as well as shone a
spotlight on the Japanese jus-
tice system which critics say is
overly harsh.

Ghosn exited the Kosuge
Detention Centre in northern
Tokyo around 10:30pm (1330
GMT) after spending 21 days
answering questions from
authorities over allegations he
creamed off $5 million in
Nissan funds for personal ends.

Unlike his previous depar-
ture when he was dressed
bizarrely in a Japanese work-
man’s outfit with cap and face-
mask, Ghosn this time strode
confidently out dressed in a
dark suit without tie.

Under the conditions of his
bail, Ghosn must stay in Japan
and must live in a court-
appointed residence with cam-
eras to monitor his movements
amid fears he might try to
destroy evidence.

His lead defence lawyer
Junichiro Hironaka said the
conditions also included an
“approval system” to see his
wife Carole, whom prosecutors

believe has made contact with
people involved in the case.

“If the court approves it,
she will be able to meet him,”
he said. Ghosn denies all the
charges, with a spokesperson
for the executive saying on
Monday he would “vigorously
defend himself against these
baseless accusations and fully
expects to be vindicated”.

The spokesperson said
Ghosn was being detained
“under cruel and unjust con-
ditions, in violation of his
human rights, in an effort by
prosecutors to coerce a con-
fession from him”.

On Monday, he was hit
with what experts have
described as the most serious
charges yet as prosecutors
accused him of syphoning off
$5 million of Nissan cash trans-
ferred from the company to a
dealership in Oman. He also
faces two charges of deferring
some $80 million of his salary
and hiding this in official doc-
uments to shareholders, and
seeking to shift personal
investment losses to the firm
during the 2008 financial
crisis.

A Nissan spokesman said
in a statement that the com-
pany’s “internal investigation
has uncovered substantial evi-
dence of blatantly unethical
conduct”.

“Further discoveries relat-
ed to Ghosn’s misconduct con-
tinue to emerge,” he added.
This was the second time
Ghosn has been granted bail
after posting $9 million in
March to win his freedom.

Last time he left the deten-
tion centre, he was dressed in
a cap, face mask and workman’s
uniform in an apparent attempt

to evade dozens of journalists
from around the world hoping
to snap a picture of the fallen
tycoon.

The bizarre stunt was
cooked up by one of his
lawyers, Takashi Takano, who
later apologised for “tainting”
the reputation of his client, who
usually appears in public in
sharp suits.

Ghosn was preparing to
hold a much-anticipated news
conference to “tell the truth”
about his case but he was re-
arrested shortly beforehand to
face questioning about the
alleged $5 million 
embezzlement.

Clearly aware he was about
to return to custody, Ghosn
pre-recorded a video in which
he accused “backstabbing”
Nissan executives of a “plot”
against him, as they feared
closer ties with French partner
Renault.

Unless re-arrested over fur-
ther allegations, Ghosn will be
free to organise his defence
ahead of a possible trial that is
likely to take months to pre-
pare. Hironaka has told
reporters that a trial as early as
the autumn was “not possible
for various reasons”.

His lawyers have demand-
ed he be tried separately from
Nissan, which also faces
charges for submitting the sus-
pect financial documents, and
have voiced fears he will not
receive a fair trial.

The dramatic case has
thrown international attention
onto the Japanese justice sys-
tem, derided by critics as
“hostage justice” as it allows
prolonged detention and relies
heavily on suspects’ confes-
sions.
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Realme launch Realme 2 Pro
at Amity University in Noida.

Realme 2 Pro, a  mid-range seg-
ment smartphone, owing to its
‘Max Power, Max Style’ proposi-
tion. The device carries a formi-
dable Snapdragon 660 AIE
processor and comes in three
variants; 4 GB RAM + 64 GB
ROM at �13,990, 6GB RAM + 64
GB ROM at �15,990 and 8GB
RAM + 128GB ROM at �17,990.
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The country’s crude oil production
fell over 4 per cent in the financial

year 2018-19 after aging fields of
state-owned Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) and Oil India
Ltd (OIL) missed the target, official
data showed Thursday.

India produced 34.2 million tonne
of crude oil in the fiscal year ended
March 31, down from 35.7 million
tonne in the previous year, according
to data released by the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas here.

ONGC output dropped to 21 mil-
lion tonne from 22.25 million tonne in
2017-18, while OIL saw a 2.5 per cent
dip to 3.3 million tonne.

Fields in the private sector saw a
production drop of nearly 2 per cent
to 9.8 million tonne mainly because of
lower output at Cairn India’s Rajasthan
oilfields.

ONGC production was lower due
to technical issues at its Mumbai and
Neelam Heera fields in the Arabian Sea

and less than the production at Santhal
and Balol fields in Gujarat.

During March, the country’s total
crude oil production fell to 2.85 mil-
lion tonne from 3.04 million tonne in
the corresponding month of the pre-
vious fiscal year.

Natural gas production, however,
edged up to 32.9 billion cubic metre
(BCM) in 2018-19, from 32.6 BCM in
the previous year as ONGC pro-
duced 5.3 per cent more gas at 24.67
BCM.

Higher production by ONGC
made up for a nearly 14 per cent drop
in output from private sector fields at
5.47 BCM.

This was a result of shutting down
of two more wells at Reliance
Industries’ eastern offshore D1-D3 gas
fields in the flagging KG-D6 block, the
ministry statement said.

Indian refineries produced 2 per
cent higher fuel and other petroleum
products at 257.2 million tonne in
2018-19 on a better showing by state-
owned firms.
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Companies have been given
more time to furnish pho-

tographs and location details of
their registered offices to the
Corporate Affairs Ministry,
with the deadline being extend-
ed to June 15.

In February, the Ministry
notified a new electronic form
ACTIVE-1 (Active Company
Tagging Identities and
Verification). It was part of larg-
er efforts to curb shell compa-
nies, suspected to be used as
conduits for illicit fund flows.

The deadline for submitting
the form with requisite details
was April 25. It is applicable for
companies incorporated on or
before December 31, 2017.

The ministry has now
extended the deadline till June
15. In case of non-submission
of the form within the deadline,
companies concerned would
have to pay a late fee of Rs
10,000, according to a notifi-
cation issued on Thursday.

Among other details, a
company has to provide the
photograph of its registered
office with at least one director
or key managerial personnel
who is signing the form.
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New Delhi: The IT Ministry
Thursday wrote to WhatsApp
over a recent report which
claimed that the platform is
being used to share child sexu-
al abuse videos, and has asked
the Facebook-owned company
to take steps to prevent such
misuse. PTI
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Atletico Madrid delayed
Barcelona winning La Liga

by a few days at least after
Alvaro Morata and Antoine
Griezmann each scored in a 3-
2 victory over Valencia on
Wednesday.

Defeat at the Wanda
Metropolitano would have
crowned Barca kings of Spain
for a 26th time in their histo-
ry, with the Catalans now set to
celebrate at their own Camp
Nou on Saturday instead.

A Barcelona win there over
Levante will wrap up their
fourth league triumph in five
years and they could even be
home and dry before kick-off,
if Atletico fail to take a point at
home to struggling Real
Valladolid earlier in the day.

Regardless, success for
Ernesto Valverde's side is sure-

ly now only a matter of timing
given Atletico remain nine

points behind the leaders
with four games left to
play. 

Angel Correa's stun-
ning strike in the 81st
minute proved the win-
ner after Valencia had
fought back, Kevin

Gameiro and a Dani Parejo
penalty twice pulling them
level after goals from Morata
and Griezmann.

Morata's early strike con-
tinued his excellent form since
his move to Atletico in January,
his finish at the back post tak-
ing his tally to six goals in 13
games for the club.

Griezmann, meanwhile,
back from suspension, now
has 25 goals in all competitions
this season, an impressive
return, particularly in a side not
renowned for its creativity.
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Bayern Munich will face
RB Leipzig in the

German Cup final next
month after Robert
Lewandowski fired them
to a 3-2 win over a valiant
Werder Bremen on
Wednesday.

Lewandowski scored
twice in a highly entertain-
ing last-four tie to reach
the final for the 23rd time.

Bremen were unfazed
by their role as underdogs,
attacking Bayern all night
and briefly overturning a
two-goal deficit.

Yet Lewandowski's
late penalty ultimately
decided a fiery cup tie in
Bayern's favour.

"It was the tough game
that we were expecting,"

man of the match Thomas
Mueller told ARD.

"Football is fun in an
atmosphere like this. I
have to say, I'm a bit of a
Bremen fan. I love watch-
ing them, and their fans
are great."

Both sides threw

everything forward in the
first half, with Milot
Rashica in particular caus-
ing endless headaches for
the Bayern defence.

Lewandowski put
Bayern in front on 36
minutes, however, and
Mueller appeared to land

the sucker punch when he
scooped in a second just
after the hour mark.

Rashica, though,
hauled Bremen back into
the tie with two minutes of
magic.

The Kosovan set up
Yuya Osako to pull a goal
back on 74 minutes, before
tearing through Bayern
with a brilliant solo run a
minute later to net the
equaliser.

Yet Lewandowski
restored the lead from the
spot on 80 minutes after
Kingsley Coman went
down in the box.

Bayern will face RB
Leipzig in the final at
Berlin's Olympic Stadium
on May 25, where they
hope to win the trophy for
the 19th time.

��'�� 401-01

Unai Emery refused to give
up on Arsenal 's

Champions League hopes
after seeing his side embar-
rassed by Wolves in a 3-1
defeat at Molineux on
Wednesday.

Ruben Neves, Matt
Doherty and the outstanding
Diogo Jota scored the goals
that condemned Emery's side
to a third defeat in four
Premier League games,
severely denting their hopes of
a top-four finish with just
three games to go.

The Arsenal manager
admitted his team were out-
played by Wolves, who scored
three goals in the first half to
give the visitors a mountain to
climb.

Despite the chastening
defeat the Spaniard said his
side will keep striving for
Champions League football,
which they can achieve either
through a top-four finish in

the Premier League or by win-
ning the Europa League.

Defeat in the Midlands left
Emery's men a point behind
fourth-placed Chelsea.

"I usually am very critical
with myself and I am angry
with myself that we didn't do
the gameplan we wanted —
not with the players," said
Emery when asked if he was
angry with his team.

"First it is with me and
after that my style and idea is
to look in front and find a
solution, not who is the play-
er who is worst.

"First I am thinking about
the solution and the solution
for me is to take the possibil-
ity on Sunday at Leicester and
get our best performance and
the best possibility to take the
three points."
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Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola believes his side has
raised the bar in the Premier

League after edging one point back
ahead of Liverpool in a titanic title race
with a 2-0 win at Manchester United on
Wednesday.

Bernardo Silva and Leroy Sane
struck for the visitors in 12 second-half
minutes at Old Trafford to inflict a sev-
enth defeat in nine games on United,
who remain three points adrift of the top
four.

City cannot match their record 100
points tally in romping to the title
last season, but victories
over Burnley, Leicester and
Brighton will clinch the
title on 98 points and ensure
Liverpool's 29-year wait to
win the league continues
despite already posting a
club record points tally in
the Premier League era.

"We increased the
level for the Premier
League last season
with 100 points.
That's the level
Liverpool are chas-
ing. What they
have done is
incredible but it's in
our hands," said
Guardiola.

"Both teams deserve
the title. But it can be just
one. The team that is
going to lose can't have
regrets because they
have given everything."

City's trip to Old
Trafford was billed as
the last big hurdle
left for Guardiola's
men to clear
despite United's
terrible run of
form.

H o w e v e r ,
Guardiola warned
of the tight turn-
around before a
very different type
of test at Burnley
on Sunday.

" N o r m a l l y
with this kind of
victory you can  enjoy it the
most but we have to be calm,"

added Guardiola.
"Now we go to

Burnley and we know
how tough it will be.
It's important to be
calm. We are still not
champions with three
games left — it's
incredible with the
points we have and
Liverpool have.
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United boss Ole Gunnar

Solskjaer slammed his players'
attitude after a 4-0 at Everton on
Sunday and was rewarded with
a far more energetic and com-
mitted performance, even if
City's greater quality eventu-
ally shone through.

Raheem Sterling shot too
close to De Gea after weav-
ing through a host of United

bodies inside the area before
Sergio Aguero dragged well wide when
unmarked at the edge of the box as City
went through the gears towards the end

of the first-half.
But it was an enforced change early

in the second-half that swung the game
City's way as Guardiola boldly intro-
duced Sane when the more defensive-
minded Fernandinho went down
injured.

David de Gea has been a rare
model of consistent brilliance as
United have fallen behind City in
recent seasons.

But the Spaniard's dramatic dip in
form of late continued as he could have
done better for both goals.

Guardiola's positive change was
instantly rewarded when Bernardo cut
inside onto his favoured left foot and
beat De Gea at his near post.

Sane has been scarcely used by
Guardiola of late, but the German,
whose winning goal inflicted
Liverpool's only league defeat of the sea-
son in January, again showed his capa-
bility to make a difference in the
biggest games.

Sterling led a City counter-attack
before feeding Sane, whose powerful
shot De Gea could not keep out.

	�����Manchester United's
Paul Pogba is the only non-
Manchester City or Liverpool
player to be named in the
Professional Footballers'
Association's Premier League
team of the year on Thursday.

The 26-year-old French
World Cup-winning mid-

fielder's inclusion is a
surprise after an indif-
ferent season, although

he hit a purple
patch after Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer

arrived at Old
Trafford as interim man-

ager.
City and Liverpool have

been locked in an enthralling
duel for the title, with City

going top again after
beating United 2-0, with
Pogba unable to inspire
his side to a much-need-

ed win.
City provide six of the 11

players — goalkeeper Ederson,
centre-half Aymeric Laporte,

midfielders Bernardo Silva and
Fernandinho and forwards
Sergio Aguero and Raheem
Sterling.

The remaining four places
are filled by Liverpool players -
- full-backs Andrew Robertson
and Trent-Alexander Arnold,
central defender Virgil van Dijk
and forward Sadio Mane.

Van Dijk and Sterling are
believed to be in the running for
the player of the year award.

There is no place, though,
for Liverpool's Egyptian star Mo
Salah, who has scored 19
Premier League goals this sea-
son, Spurs pair Harry Kane
and Son Heung-min or Chelsea
playmaker Eden Hazard.

The PFA Team of the Year
is voted for by members of the
Professional Footballers'
Association.

Manchester City had five
players in the 2017/18 side but
only Argentine star Aguero
retains his place from the team
of 12 months ago. AFP
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Championship leader Lewis
Hamilton is expecting his main

rivals to give him a tough time on
the demanding streets of Baku at this
weekend's Azerbaijan Grand Prix.

The five-time world champion,
who heads the embryonic
2019 title race by six points
after three races, has strug-
gled to master the Baku circuit
in the past and won last year
only after Mercedes' team-mate
Valtteri Bottas had a puncture
when leading with three laps
remaining.

That disappointment was a
body blow for Bottas
who did not fully recov-
er and failed to claim a
win as Hamilton
romped to his fifth dri-
vers' crown. This time, Hamilton
expects him, and Ferrari, to
respond.

"I was fortunate to get the win
here last year," admitted Hamilton,
who has developed a habit of turn-
ing unpromising races into valuable
podium finishes or wins.

"I wasn't quick enough really,

right through the weekend
so it will be interesting this
time.

"I'm expecting Valtteri
to be quick and I expect

the Ferraris to be particularly quick.
It will be interesting. I'm going with
a mind-set that I've got to improve
on my previous performances."

Victory last year was Hamilton's
first at the tricky track made up of
the season's longest — and very fast
— straight and tight corners, some
with little run-off and walls.
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Pogba odd man out in PFA team of the year
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World number
one Naomi

Osaka defeated Hsieh
Su-wei 6-4, 6-3 in
her first clay court
match of the season
in Stuttgart on
Thursday.

US and
Australian Open
champion Osaka,
who lost to Taiwanese veteran Hsieh in Miami last month,
secured a place in the quarter-finals against Croatia's Donna
Vekic.

Osaka, 21, broke Hsieh three times in total to beat Hsieh
for the second time in three attempts this year, having also defeat-
ed her on the way to lifting the title in Melbourne.

"She's a really tricky opponent. You never really know what
she's going to do," said Osaka.

Osaka needed 84 minutes to dispatch the unconventional
Hsieh, a win that ensures she will hold on to top spot for at least
another week.

She is less than 200 points ahead of Simona Halep in the
WTA rankings, although the Romanian pulled out of this week's
tournament with a hip injury.

The Japanese star arrived in Stuttgart, where she last played
in Stuttgart as a qualifier in 2017, after suffering early exits in
her last three tournaments.

Osaka will meet Vekic, a 6-1, 7-5 winner over Daria
Kasatkina, for a spot in the last four, while  seventh seed Anastasija
Sevastova defeated Germany's Laura Siegemund 6-4, 6-3.
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Rafael Nadal showed no mercy
towards an emotional David

Ferrer as he eased into the quar-
ter-finals of the Barcelona Open
on Thursday with a straight-sets
victory.

Ferrer is set to retire after the
Madrid Open next month and
made a tearful exit on what was
his last appearance at this tour-
nament.

But there was no room for
sentiment for Nadal, who won 6-
3, 6-3 to take one step closer to
a record 12th Barcelona title.

Four of those triumphs came
after beating Ferrer in the final
and, at the end of this latest vic-
tory, Nadal's 37-year-old oppo-
nent saluted the crowd before
placing his pink headband down
on the service line.

Ferrer reached a career-high
ranking of number three in the
world in 2013, the same year he
went closest to winning a Grand
Slam too, undone by Nadal again
in the French Open final.

Nadal will be gunning for his
12th success at Roland Garros
next month and this was more

like the sort of form expected of
the world number two, who had
won 30 consecutive sets in
Barcelona before falling one
behind to Leonardo Mayer on
Wednesday.

Germany's Jan-Lennard
Struff or the talented 20-year-old
Greek, Stefanos Tsitsipas, now
await in the last eight before a
potential semi-final meeting
with Dominic Thiem, whom
Nadal beat in the French Open
final last year.

D�����	��%����	����3���U
���������������5���

)-������3-�4-���
��(+,++6��+������

4!8!5�1;;1�-$$
%;!9$25�$;99;9

���$+%����"������
���44������%

5���.���%��0.���%�
5�1�03���.��.4��4��
 3�������+%�-.�
���8�.����.%"��.
����.�+%��.���5�.
�3���4�4��-



��������������� ������� ������� 

)0

F&"�( �&� ��5����*������:(&4;
*��1!�( �9� 1�6�-���&�������:��;
2( ���
<( /�/�I

5;!8;93-!98

�+>�%.���08���62..862��0�21�.
�1-�32���521J���221���42��0�-0
�����%1���2�4�.��&23�7��2.
: �����;	


�"�
.<�

'
��� 9�211�%�

They might have already reached the cut-off
limit of 16 points needed for the play-offs,

but Chennai Super Kings would like to consol-
idate their position at the top when they take
on an inconsistent Mumbai Indians in an IPL
match here on Friday.

The MS Dhoni-
led side roared back
to form after two loss-
es, with a six-wicket
win over Sunrisers
Hyderabad here on
Tuesday night, riding
on Shane Watson's
big hitting.

Come on Friday, the hosts would be look-
ing to continue the momentum.

The visitors, currently in third spot with 12
points from 10 games, are coming off a defeat
against Rajasthan Royals and will be keen to
keep themselves in the hunt for the playoffs.

While CSK's must have welcomed Watson's
return to form, the team would be hoping for
Suresh Raina, Ambati Rayudu and Kedar
Jadhav to get going ahead of the knockout phase.

It is important for Jadhav to get his touch
back with the World Cup looming.

The bowlers have played a big role in CSK's
success so far, especially at home, on sluggish
tracks. The much-improved Deepak Chahar will
be key in the matches to come with his intelli-
gent bowling at the start and at the death.

Though Imran Tahir, who is the second
highest wicket-taker with 16, went wicketless in

the SRH match, the South African veteran will
be expected to stymie the powerful Mumbai
Indians batting line-up along with fellow spin-
ners Ravindra Jadeja and Harbhajan Singh.

Mumbai have had a roller coaster season so
far and they now need to be at their best in the
last lap of the preliminary phase.

In Rohit Sharma, they have a shrewd cap-
tain who leads from the front, and a solid bat-
ting unit that includes Quinton de Kock,
Kieron Pollard and the Pandya brothers —
Hardik & Krunal.

Jasprit Bumrah & Co will be wary of CSK's
batting with Watson having found his mojo
again and the ever-reliable Dhoni.

An interesting battle looms between the two
three-time champions. 
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Under-fire skipper
Dinesh Karthik silenced

his critics with a career-best
97 not out as Kolkata Knight
Riders recovered from an
atrocious start to post a
competitive 175 for six
against Rajasthan Royals in
their must-win IPL fixture
here on Thursday.

Under pressure to per-
form after a string of five
straight defeats, the World
Cup-bound Karthik pro-
moted himself to No 4,
shrugging off criticism, and
smashed nine sixes and
seven fours in his 50-ball
unbeaten knock, as KKR
hit top gear in the back end
of the innings, scoring 126
from the last 10 overs and 75
off the last five overs.

On a day their impact
player Andre Russell looked
lacklustre in his run-a-ball
14, in which he was dropped
twice, it was a one-man
show from Karthik who
went berserk against the
likes of Jaydev Unadkat and
Shreyas Gopal.

Karthik seized the

momentum in the 11th over
when he hit Shreyas Gopal
for a six followed by three
boundaries in an over that
yielded 25 runs and KKR did
not look back since then.

Karthik completed his
fifty from 35 balls and
smashed Jofra Archer for
successive sixes in the penul-
timate over before bettering
his previous best of 86 when
he went berserk against
Unadkat by hitting him for
two sixes and one four in the
final over.

Unadkat conceded 50
runs for his one wicket and
was the most expensive of
the lot as he undid all the
good work done by Varun

Aaron (2/20) who had a fine
new ball spell of 3-1-10-2.

Put in to bat, KKR got
off to an atrocious start to be
32/2 in powerplay overs
against an all out pace attack
from Rajasthan Royals.

Playing his only second
match this season, Aaron
extracted pace and swing
from the fast-paced Eden
track and removed both the
openers Chris Lynn (0) and
Shubman Gill (14) cheaply.

Aaron set up Lynn bril-
liantly with his first two
balls before bowling a deliv-
ery that sharply came back
as the Australian played it on
to his stumps in a wicket-
maiden first over.

Then the talented Gill
had no answer to negotiate
an inswinger as he was com-
pletely beaten by pace to see
the ball clip his bails.

Archer capped a superb
powerplay for Royals with
another maiden as the
dispirited KKR found them-
selves going nowhere and
seemed to be losing the plot
before skipper Karthik
revived them at the back end
of the innings. 
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After a brief two-match
stint, Royal Challengers

Bangalore pacer Dale Steyn
was on Thursday ruled out of
the Indian Premier League
owing to an inflammation in
his shoulder.

The veteran South African
fast bowler, who had recent-
ly joined RCB as an replace-
ment for injured Nathan
Coulter-Nile, was forced to sit
out of the match against Kings
XI Punjab  on Wednesday
after he picked up a niggle.

"Dale Steyn has been pre-
scribed with ample rest due to
inflammation in his shoulder.
On account of state of his
health, Dale will not be avail-
able to take part further in the

ongoing season of IPL,"
Sanjeev Churiwala, Chairman
of RCB, said in a statement.

The injury-prone pacer
had returned to the IPL after
a gap of two years and straight
away contributed to team's
winning cause by picking up
four wickets in two games —
against Kolkata Knight Riders
and Chennai Super Kings.

"His presence has helped
the team immensely and we
are very thankful for the inspi-
ration and passion that he
brought to the squad. The
team will deeply miss his
energy and presence around.
We wish him a speedy recov-
ery and all the luck for all
future endeavours," RCB
Chairman said.

With the ODI World Cup
scheduled to start on May 30
in UK, Steyn may not be will-
ing to aggravate his injury.
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India's Divya Kakran and
Manju Kumari bagged

Bronze medals for the
country in the women's competition of the
Asian Wrestling Championships here on
Thursday.

Asian Games Bronze-medallist
Kakran defeated Battsetseg Soronzonbold
of Mongolia via fall in the play-offs of the
68kg category to finish on the podium.

It was double delight for India as
Manju also secured a Bronze medal ear-
lier in the day by beating Vietnam's Thi
Huong Dao 11-2.

Seema, who also made it to the play-
offs, however failed to register a hat-trick
of Bonze medals for India after losing to
Valentina Ivanovna Islamova Brik of
Kazakhstan 5-11 in the 50kg category.

Silver-medallist in the 69kg category
at the 2017 edition of the Asian
Championships, Kakran lost out on a
place in the final of 68kg after going down
to Feng Zhou of China 4-14 in the semi-
finals.

In the 59kg category, Manju had lost
to Battsetseg Altantsetseg of Mongolia 6-
15 in the last four stage to settle for a place
in the bronze-medal round.

Manju had earlier beaten Kazakhstan's

Madina Bakbergenova 5-3 in the quarter-
finals.

In the 50kg category, Seema defeated
Meng Hsuan Hsieh of Chinese Taipei 10-
2 in her repechage bout. She had earlier
lost to Yuki Irie of Japan in the qualifica-
tion round but made the repechage after
her Japanese rival reached the final.

However, India's campaign got over
early in the 55kg and 76kg weight divisions
when Lalita and Pooja lost their respec-
tive quarterfinal bouts to bow out of the
event.
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Amit Panghal (52kg) and Kavinder
Singh Bisht (56kg) remained on course

for their second successive international
Gold medals this year and India looked
good to notch up its best ever performance
in the Asian Boxing Championships here
on Thursday.

Panghal and Bisht were the most
impressive on a day when Shiva Thapa's
(60kg) unprecedented fourth successive
semifinal appearance ended with a Bronze
after a gruelling battle which could have
gone either way.

Deepak Singh (49kg) and Ashish
Kumar (75kg) joined Panghal and Bisht in
the men's finals, while Pooja Rani (81kg)
and Simranjit Kaur (64kg) advanced to
Friday's summit clashes in the women's
draw.

Panghal defeated China's Hu Jianguan
in a split verdict, which was a surprise given
that the Indian was clearly the more dom-
inant of the two boxers and dictated the
bout with his tremendous pace and aggres-
sion.

Bisht, on the other hand, turned in a
lion-hearted show in a bloody battle which
left him and his opponent — Mongolian
Enkh-Amar Khakhuu — with bandaged
right eyes. The draining fight ended 3-2 in
the Indian's favour.

Thapa came out all guns blazing too,
against 2015 edition's Silver-medallist

Kazakhstan's Zakir Safiullin, but a loss of
momentum in the final round ended up
tilting the scales against him in a split deci-
sion by the judges.

Also finishing with a Bronze among
men were Ashish (69kg) and Satish Kumar
(+91kg).

Settling for Bronze medals among the
women were veteran former champion L
Sarita Devi (60kg), last edition's Silver-
medallist Manisha (54kg), former junior
world champion Nikhat Zareen (51kg) and
world Silver-medallist Sonia Chahal (57kg).

Manisha lost to Taiwan's Huang Hsiao-
Wen, while Sarita (60kg) went down to
China's Yang Wenlu.

Pooja was up against Kazakhstan's
Fariza Sholtay and emerged triumphant in
a unanimous decision.

Zareen gave it her all in the clash
against Vietnam's Nguyen Thi Tam but
signed off with a Bronze after losing the
bout on a split verdict by the judges.

Sonia was squared off against local
favourite Nilwan Techasuep and although
the Indian seemed to be a more precise
puncher than her rival, the judges ruled in
the Tha's favour much to the crowd's
delight.

In the last Indian bout of the day,
national champion Simranjit faced a rather
sluggish opponent in Uzbekistan's
Maftunakhon Melieva and controlled the
proceedings from start to finish for an easy
5-0 triumph. 
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Ace Indian women shuttlers Saina
Nehwal and P V Sindhu registered

straight-game wins to sail into the quarter-
finals of the Asian Badminton
Championship here  on Thursday.

London Olympic Bronze medallist
Saina, who was the last Indian to take the
court on Thursday, needed just 38 minutes
to get the better of Kim Ga Eun of Korea
to enter the last eight round of the women's
singles event.

Saina, seeded seventh, has a tough next
encounter as she will be up against third
seed Akane Yamaguchi of Japan.

The other Indian in fray, Sindhu, seed-
ed fourth, took just 33 minutes to beat
Indonesia's Choirunnisa 21-15, 21-19 in
another second round women's singles
match.

The world number six will next play the
unseeded Cai Yanyan of China in the quar-
terfinals.

Besides the female duo, Sameer Verma
too continued his impressive run by pro-
gressing to the men's singles quarterfinals.

Sameer brushed aside Hong Kong's Ng
Ka Long Angus 21-12, 21-19 in his second
round encounter.

But a Herculean task awaits Sameer in
the last eight round as he will clash with sec-
ond seed Shi Yuqi of China.

Among other Indians, mixed doubles
pair of Utkarsh Arora and Karishma
Wadkar crashed out in the second round
after losing 21-10, 21-15 to Hafiz Faizal and
Gloria Emanuelle Widjaja of Indonesia.

There was another defeat in store in the
mixed doubles as the combination of
Venkat Gaurav Prasad and Juhi Dewangan
too perished in the second round after los-
ing 10-21, 9-21 against second seeded
Chinese duo of Yilyu Wang and Dongping
Huang. 
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Young Indian shooters domi-
nated the mixed team compe-

titions by winning two Gold
medals on day three of the ongo-
ing ISSF World Cup to take the
country on the top of medal tally
here on Thursday.

The teenage pairing of Manu
Bhaker and Saurabh Chaudhary
won their second Gold in 10m Air
Pistol Mixed Team event in as
many World Cup stages this year
while another teenager Divyansh

Panwar struck Gold in Air
Rifle Mixed Team event part-
nering the more accomplished

Anjum Moudgil to help cap a
memorable day for India.

The start of the day was all
about a new pair, a new format

and a new result.
Anjum partnered

Divyansh, who was in only his
second senior competition, for the
first time to beat the for-
midable Chinese pair of
Liu Ruxuan and Yang
Haoran 17-15 in a pulsat-
ing Gold medal match.

The win was even
more creditable given that
a new format was being
tried by the International Shooting
Sport Federation (ISSF) for the
mixed events in Beijing.

The second Indian team in the
event, Apurvi Chandela and
Deepak Kumar also reached the
finals but finished sixth eventual-
ly.

Then came the icing on the
cake with Manu and Saurabh's vic-

tory in the 10m Air Pistol Mixed
Team event. The teenage stars
comprehensively defeated yet
another Chinese pair consisting of

former Olympic champion
Pang Wei and 2019 New
Delhi World Cup finalist
Jiang Ranxin, 16-6 in the
Gold medal match.

Manu and Saurabh
began from where they had
left at the home World Cup

in Delhi a couple of months back,
beating top class opponents en
route to the Gold. They did
enough to make it to the final
eight and then beat an experi-
enced German pair in the quarter-
finals, a second Chinese pair in the
semifinals, before comprehen-
sively beating Pang and Jiang 16-
6 in the Gold medal match.

The new format entailed the
top eight teams qualifying for the
final round where four quarterfi-
nals, two semifinals and a final
would determine the eventual
medallists.

The quarterfinal was a 30-shot
match-up between pairs in rifle
while it was a 40-shot affair in pis-
tol. The medal events would entail
a series of single shots per com-
petitor per team.

To decide the medals, the
pair with the higher series aggre-
gate would be allotted two points
and the first team to reach 16
points would be adjudged the win-
ner.

In the Air Rifle event, a sin-
gle shot would start the final
before the series of two shots
kicked in.

Live on Star Sports 1& 2
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India's young brigade dominates mixed team competitions in shooting WC
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