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The continuing standoff
between the Government

and the RBI finally claimed the
chair of Governor Urjit Patel,
who resigned on Monday cit-
ing “personal” reasons, some-
thing not many people are
ready to digest.

Patel, 55, who took over as
the 24th Governor of the
Central bank on September 5,
2016, had the shortest tenure at
the RBI since 1992.

“On account of personal
reasons, I have decided to step
down from my current position
effective immediately,” Patel
said in a brief statement.

The Government and the
RBI stood divided over sever-
al issues, including transfer of
surplus reserves to the
Government. The Government
also wanted the RBI to provide
additional liquidity to credit-
starved MSME sector in the
wake of ILFS bankruptcy and
align Prompt Corrective Action
( PCA) norms for public sec-
tor banks with global practices. 

Though Patel has cited
“personal” reasons for his res-
ignation, his ouster was on the
cards ever since the
Government threatened to
invoke certain provision of the
RBI Act to force him to con-
sider its views on relaxing
lending norms for segments
such as small and medium
enterprises, appropriate size of
reserves the Central bank must
maintain and easing norms
for weak banks.

On October 27, RBI
Deputy Governor Viral

Acharya said Governments
that “don’t respect  the RBI’s
independence will sooner or
later incur the wrath of finan-
cial markets, ignite economic
fire, and come to rue the day
they undermined an important
regulatory institution”. 

It is understood that with

an eye on the next year’s poll,
the Government would like to
corner a portion of the RBI
reserve to launch series of pop-
ulist measures. The need for
liquidity for the MSME sector
and NBFC are also uppermost
on the agenda of the
Government to prevent slide in

the stock market and give a
push to the lending scenario.

Soon after Patel quit as RBI
Governor, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
lauded his contribution saying
he steered the banking system
“from chaos to order” and
ensured discipline. He said
Patel is a thorough profession-
al with “impeccable integrity”.

The PM said Patel leaves
behind a great legacy and will
be missed immensely. “Dr Patel
is an economist of a very high
calibre with a deep and insight-
ful understanding of macro-
economic issues. 

He steered the banking
system from chaos to order and
ensured discipline. Under his
leadership, the RBI brought
financial stability,” the PM
tweeted.

Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley too appreciated the ser-
vice rendered by Patel saying it
was a pleasure to deal with him
and he has benefitted from his
scholarship. “The Government
acknowledges with deep sense
of appreciation the services
rendered by Dr Patel to this
country, both in his capacity as
the Governor and the Deputy
Governor of the RBI. It was a
pleasure for me to deal with
him and benefit from his schol-
arship,” Jaitley tweeted.

The Opposition has
slammed the Government over
Patel’s resignation. Emerging
from the Opposition parties’
meeting, Congress president
Rahul Gandhi said, “RBI
Governor is resigning because
he’s protecting the institution of
RBI. Taking away reserves from

RBI to save your skin is an act
against this nation. I am very
proud that people from all
walks of life and institutions are
standing up to it.”

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said, “From
CBI to RBI, institutions have
become total disasters; it is mat-
ter of great shock. BJP is 
behaving like dictators, there
should be a campaign against
this rule.”

Senior Congress leader
Kapil Sibal said, “People he
(PM Modi) appointed are
resigning, first Arvind
Subramanian left as the Chief
Economic Adviser and now it’s
Patel. The economy is suffering
and Modi thinks that he’s the
biggest economist and he does-
n’t need them, so they are
resigning.”

Former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram said he is sad-
dened but not surprised by the
resignation of Patel as RBI
Governor and claimed no self-
respecting scholar or academ-
ic can work in the NDA
Government.

In a series of tweets, the
senior Congress leader said
the last meeting of the RBI
Board held on November 19
was the “day of reckoning”
and Patel should have resigned
on that day.  “Patel may have
thought that Government will
re-trace its steps. 

I knew it would not. Good
he quit before another humil-
iating meeting. Saddened, not
surprised, by Patel’s resignation.
No self- respecting scholar or
academic can work in this
Government,” he said.
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AUK court on Monday
ordered the extradition of

liquor baron Vijay Mallya, the
fugitive businessman who is
wanted in India for fraud and
money laundering involving
an estimated �9,000 crore of a
consortium led by the SBI and
another set of loans by the IDBI.

Westminster Magistrates’
Court Chief Magistrate Emma
Arbuthnot ruled that Mallya

can be extradited to India to
stand trial on the charges
brought by the CBI and the ED.
The judge referred the extradi-
tion case to Secretary of State
and Mallya will have 14-day
time to appeal against the order.

The order is significant in
the high-profile extradition
trial that has lasted over a year
and comes close on the heels of
successful extradition of
AgustaWestland accused
Chritian Michel. 

However, there is little
hope that Mallya could be
brought back to India shortly.
His lawyers are set to challenge
the order in the high court and
that entire process could go on
for months.

Hailing the UK court,
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
said the offender who benefit-

ed during the UPA rule is
being brought to the book by
the NDA Government.

“Great Day for India.  No
one who cheats India will go
scot free. The judgement of
UK’s  Court is welcome. An
offender benefited during the
UPA. The NDA brings him to
book,” Jaitley said in a tweet.

The 62-year-old former
Kingfisher Airlines boss was on
bail since his arrest on an
extradition warrant in April last
year. Mallya called the decision
to allow his extradition to
India “unfortunate”.

Earlier, Mallya sought to
disprove the narrative before
the reporters outside the case
that he has “stolen” the money
and said his offer to repay the
principal amount to the Indian
banks was “not bogus”.
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The required environment
clearance for any

Government or non-govern-
ment constructions is “barely”
a document as in a fresh reply
on Monday, the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change confessed that
the environment clearance
given for AIIMS expansion
(755 beds) and Air India
Colonies in Baba Kharak Singh
Marg and Vasant Vihar was
issued without conducting
assessment on traffic, water
management and pollution.

In a response to Society for
Protection of Culture, Heritage,
Environment, Traditional and
Promotions of National

Awareness (CHETNA) query,
a Group D Scientist said envi-
ronment clearance was grant-
ed for AIIMS expansion with-
out considering the facts. 

The Group D Scientist
wing of the Union
Environment Ministry said the
supply of water for the con-
struction is a major issue as the
groundwater table in Delhi
has already depleted to an
alarming stage. 

The Union Ministry’s reply
says, “Delhi Jal Board is unable
to supply water to Dwarka,
Rohini and new pockets in
Vasant Kunj, etc, and supplying
water for projects is an issue.”

The Ministry added the
new GRPA colonies being
developed by NBCC are subject

matter of challenge before the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) and the Delhi High
Court.

The Ministry says, “Traffic
congestion would further mul-
tiply at AIIMS.”

The Union Ministry said
the study conducted by Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) clearly pointed out
high noise levels in this area
and very high levels of Sox,
NOx and NO2 levels that are
dangerous for human being.
But no prior assessments were
made.

The Ministry asked NBCC
to file detailed report on water,
traffic and pollution 
before going ahead with the
project. 
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Union Minister of State for
Culture Mahesh Sharma

on Monday reiterated his claim
that the Sun Temple at Konark
is in a good state of preserva-
tion and there is no threat to
the structural stability of this
World Heritage monument.

Sharma also said that a
committee would be formed
soon to seek expert opinion
into the allegations over preser-
vation of the Sun Temple raised
by the Odisha Government.

“There is no threat to
Konark Temple’s safety. The
strength of safety as per the
Newton index is 469 while
this monument is 2323. It
means the strength of safety
factor is five times more. As per
the MPA the level ought to be
1.4, Konark Temple’s is eight. It
means approximately six times
more safety factor,” Shamra
said to mediapersons after
attending a high-level meeting
held here.

Further dismissing the
media reports that original
stone carvings at Sun Temple
were removed by the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) and replaced with plain

stones, the Minister said: “Not
even a single piece of stone has
been removed” from the tem-
ple structure”.

He added: “After 1997, not
a single plain stone has been
fixed there. ASI looks after the
conservation of 3,686 monu-
ments. Out of these, 22 are
UNESCO heritage sites. No
change can be made in
UNESCO site. Hence, there is
no possibility of plain stones.”

However, the Minister said
a committee, comprising inter-
national experts would be
formed and it would submit its
expert report within a month.
“We would inform the State
Government about the actions,
if any, to be taken,” he added.

State Tourism and Culture
Minister Ashok Chandra
Panda, who also attended the
meeting, said: “The Union
Minister has agreed to look into
various issues raised regarding
the preservation of the Konark
Sun Temple with the help of
international experts.”
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Monday

expressed happiness over
Congress president Naveen
Patnaik support to his move of
seeking cooperation from all
Chief Ministers for ensuring a
33-per cent reservation for
women in Parliament and State
Assemblies.

Patnaik also hoped that
other parties would support his
proposal. “I am glad he (Rahul
Gandhi) has done that. I hope
other parties do as well,”
Patnaik told reporters here.

Patnaik had on December
6 written to Chief Ministers of
all States seeking their cooper-
ation to ensure 33% reservation
for women. On the very day,
Rahul Gandhi wrote to
Congress and its alliance
Governments in the States to
have a resolution passed in
their respective Assemblies
seeking one-third reservation
for women in the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies. The
Odisha Assembly has already
adopted a unanimous resolu-
tion in this regard.

Patnaik had earlier on
December 4 written to Prime

Minister Narendra Modi urg-
ing him to initiate a move to
ensure one-third reservation
for women. The BJD is now
seeking support of regional
and national parties for such
reservation for women.

Notably, the Women’s
Reservation Bill, which pro-
posed to amend the
Constitution to reserve 33% of
all seats in the Lok Sabha and
in all State Legislative
Assemblies for women, was
passed in the Rajya Sabha in
2010 but lapsed after the dis-
solution of the 15th Lok Sabha
in 2014.
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A12-hour dawn-to-dusk
Burla Bandh protesting

the State Government’s order to
VIMSAR Director Prof Aswini
Pujahari to go on leave affect-
ed normal life in the 
town, where the hospital is
located.

The Burla Sachetan
Nagarik Manch had called the
bandh, to which the BJP
extended its active support.
Schools, colleges, banks and all
other establishments were
closed.

Many suspect that the local
BJD MLA Dr Raseswari
Panigrahi is secretly playing a
role against 
Dr Pujahari. Hence, the mem-
bers of the Nagarik Manch
burnt her effigy and along
with that of Health Minister
Pratap Jena.

Burla apart, a group of
BJP people led by the party’s
former district president Nauri
Naik, former Chairman of
Sambalpur Municipality Girish
Patel and Mahila BJP leader
Arnapurna Barik staged a road-
block at Ainthapali in

Sambalpur city for two hours.
Many individuals, organi-

sations, members of Congress
and BJP and a few dissident
BJD leaders are supporting
Prof Pujahari and they were
also active during the bandh. It
became clear that the VIMSAR
issue has taken a political turn
with active participation of the
opposition parties.

Meanwhile, normalcy has
been restored at the VIMSAR
after the Junior Doctors’
Association (JDA) withdrew
their cease-work stir on
Saturday,
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The State Congress looked
divided on the possible

ouster of senior leader Srikant
Jena in view of his contentious
statements against the party
and its leaders.

While Koraput MLA Tara
Prasad Bahinipati, referring to
Jena issue, opined at a Press
meet that anybody, who breaks
party discipline, should be
thrown out, many senior lead-
ers of the party didn’t support
his argument.

Sandhyarani Mohapatra, a
former PCC disciplinary com-
mittee chief, said Bahinipaiti
should remember that he had
committed indiscipline a num-

ber of times during Prasad
Harichandan’s term as PCC
chief and no action was taken
against him. “It is not wise at all
to take immediate action
against a leader who talks
something not acceptable to the
party,” she said.

Senior leader Bhakta Das
said the party is above an indi-
vidual leader and, thus, any
leader, who makes some opin-
ion that goes against party
ideology, shouldn’t be dragged
to the disciplinary committee
for an action against him.
Many leaders have also com-
mitted indiscipline in the party
earlier, he said. Former
Minister Suresh Routray said
the party is more important
than an individual. All leaders
should work together with an
aim to bring the party to power
again in the State, he said.    
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A leader of tribal origin, Congress leader
Hemananda Biswal rose from a nondescript vil-
lage of Thakurpada in the district of Jharsuguda
to pinnacles of height becoming Chief Minister
twice -- from December 7, 1989 to March 5, 1990
and from December 6, 1999 to March 5, 2000.
He achieved this success by virtue of his strug-
gle, saga of suffering and dint of his arduous jour-
ney from the grassroots level. During his first
tenure as CM, he was preceded by JB Patnaik and
succeeded by Biju Pataik. During his second
innings, he was preceded by Giridhar Gamang
and succeeded by Naveen Patnaik. He was the
president of OPCC from May 6, 1998 to
December 27, 1999. Prior to it, he was Minister
for Health & Family Welfare from 1985 to 1986.
During 1995- 998, he was Deputy CM and was
in charge of Panchayati Raj, Housing and
Public Grievances and Pension Administration.
He was also elected to the 15th Lok sabha from
the Sundargarh constituency. As a tribal leader,
he is in close proximity to Sonia Gandhi.
Currently, he is the chairman of the OPCC
Disciplinary Committee. In an interview to The
Pioneer, Biswal spoke to Sugyan Choudhury on
the prevailing political scenario
and the many challenges con-
fronting the Congress party.

What according to you shall
be your party’s performance dur-
ing the forthcoming 2019 general
elections in Odisha?

Admittedly enough, we are
not in that advantageous position
right now. But then, we are
improving for the better. The
recent elections in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Mizoram
tell a flattering tale in my ears. The exit polls
have predicted that the Congress is coming back
to power in full swing in Rajasthan. In Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, the media observes
that there is going to be a neck-and-neck con-
test. They also say that in Chhattisgarh, the
Mayawati-Ajit Jogi alliance shall ensure some
seats for them. The Mayawati alliance will not
enter into any understanding with the BJP.
Hence, a Congress Government is unmistak-
ably coming to power. My home district
Jharsuguda and Sambalpur are adjacent to
Chhattisgarh and our people are working
there in large numbers. They also report the
same story of the Congress riding back to power
in Chhattisgarh. If that would be the state of
affairs in our neighbouring Chhattisgarh, it
would have a strong impact in Odisha. Hence,
I must answer you that the Congress will
improve tremendously in the Odisha elections,
both for Assembly and for Parliament. Rahul
Gandhi’s visit to Odisha at the end of this month
shall also pay us a rich dividend. As you saw
Rahul Gandhi’s whirlwind campaign in the four
States, similarly he will tour our State so that
the Congress fares here remarkably.

Whom do you consider as the main rival
to your party in the ensuing elections?

The BJP’s sound and fury for power in
Odisha shall end not with a bang but with a
whimper. A competition for its CM candidate
has already begun. The Central Ministers are
making a tall claim that they will come to power
in Odisha. The recent elections in the four States
are going to prove that the BJP empire is crum-
bling to pieces. People of India have shown their
disenchantment towards the BJP and earth
beneath its leaders’ feet in receding gradually.
Hence, we have to fight with the BJD and not

with the BJP as our competitor in Odisha.
There is also intermittent wrangling in your

party when the elections are knocking at the
door. What’s your opinion as the chairman of
the PCC Congress Disciplinary Committee?

Yes, but such misunderstandings are nat-
ural as they happen in a joint family. But then,
our friends and veteran leaders like Srikant Jena
should not have commented and reacted like
this at a crucial juncture of the party. Similarly,
Krushna Sagaria, who resigned from the
Assembly as a mark of protest against the Leader
of Opposition, should not have done this as he
is very much in the Congress and wishes to
remain so.

Srikant Jena has resigned from all the offices
he held in the party. Jitendra singh has observed
that it is left to you to take action, if any, as the
chairman of the disciplinary committee. What
action are you going to take against Jena?

Disciplinary actions could be many. I can’t
comment exactly what it could be. But then, I
must request our friend Jena not to stretch the
matter any further. All of us have pledged to
stand united to bring the Congress back to sad-
dle again. It pains me much that during 1998
I inducted Shri Jena into the party when I was
the OPCC president and Giridhar Gamang was
the CM. I can’t just think of taking any disci-
plinary action all of a sudden against a seasoned
leader of our party, but I would request Shri

Jena to sink and swim together
with us in the larger interest of the
party. 

Are you going to contest the
2019 elections?

I have already declared that I
am not going to join the fray any
more. I have already projected my
daughter Sunita Biswal to contest
from the Sundargarh
Parliamentary constituency. Of
course, the pressure from the peo-
ple of Kuchinda and from my peo-

ple of Jharsuguda is mounting upon me to con-
test finally once more in 2019.

What is your observation on the BJD
regime?

The BJD Government is virtually controlled
by the bureaucracy. Political representatives and
Ministers have no say. Money is being distrib-
uted in “Mo Gaon, Mo Vikash” programmes
through videoconferencing, ignoring the rec-
ommendations of the Palli Sabha or Gramya
Sabha. The Biju Yuva Vahini, a BJD creation,
is running at the cost of the State exchequer,
which is highly undemocratic and illegal. The
Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana is a myth as the
people in villages are in reality deprived of the
same.

Is it that Rahul Gandhi is emulating the ide-
ology of Naveen Patnaik relating to 33%

women reservation as he has risen to the occa-
sion just recently after Patnaik took the deci-
sion?

You are mistaken. Prior to Naveen Patnaik’s
current stand, Sonia Gandhi had taken up the
issue and there were discussions on it in the
Parliament many times although Constitutional
amendments to the effect have not taken
place. The Congress is the first party to cham-
pion the cause of women reservation.

What do you think your party’s stand to
enter into a post-electoral alliance when a
need arises?

As I told you earlier, we will be competing
with the BJD. In the State’s larger interest, we may
enter into a post-electoral alliance with parties
having secular stand. In politics, no one is no
one’s enemy. In that case, an alliance may take
place with the BJD depending upon the then pre-
vailing political scenario.

interview of the week
pioneer
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Over two dozen public
schools in the State capital

are found operating without
authorisation, raising concern
over the future of students
enrolled in these educational
institutions.

The Directorate of
Secondary Education has
issued a notification asking
the students’ parents not to
admit their children to such
schools.

“Complaints are being
received from different quar-
ters that some public schools
are running unauthorisedly.
Due to lack of information,
some parents are admitting
their wards in these unautho-
rised institutions, thereby
causing problems as a conse-
quence thereof,” the notifica-
tion reads.

“The parents are advised
not to admit their wards in

the schools which have not
been granted no-objection
certificates (NOCs) by the
competent authority,” the
Director of  Secondar y
Education said in the notifi-
cation.

However, no action has
been taken yet to find out the
schools running without
obtaining NOC from the com-
petent authorities like the CBSE
and the ICSE.

According to reports, hun-
dreds of English-medium
schools are being operated in
Khordha district, out of which
only 48 public schools have
obtained NOCs. Similarly, out
of 67, only 38 public schools
have been granted NOCs by
the authorities in
Bhubaneswar. The remaining
29 schools are yet to obtain
NOCs. However, no exem-
plary action has been taken so
far against the 29 unauthorised
schools.
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The Apeejay School here
conducted a parents orien-

tation programme, "Self-
Reliance to Roots and Wings”
on Saturday with 230 parents of
LKG to Standard-VIII students
attending it.

School Principal Dr
Sasmita Tripathy welcomed
resource person Dr Poly
Sengupta. The counselling ses-
sion brought forward effective
parenting and the advantages
associated with it.

“Why parenting?” was the
opening question. The resource
person said parents have an
important responsibility.
Effective parenting is not easy.
It is a journey of trial and error.
Towards the end, it is joyous to
be parents when they enjoy the

bliss of parenthood. Every child
is unique with different abili-
ties, which parents should help
develop. Happy children are
normally healthy and ener-
getic engaging in constructive
activities. Good parenting
demands that parents remain
non-judgemental; that is not to
be harsh when the child fails to
come up to their expectations.

She said a different classi-
fication of preparing and pre-
senting a child in the society is
'The Push'. What and how the
Push is and what ought to be
done was made clear with the
help of a documentary film by
David Menally. The film show-
cased a frightened eaglet being
taught to fly by the mother
eagle. The message that came
through was ‘Push’ is needed in
order to give a fillip to boost
self-reliance.

The workshop induced
interactive parleys between the
parents and the resource per-
son. A parent voiced his con-
cern of his son’s preoccupation
with the modern-day gizmos
whilst ignoring studies. The

resource person pointed out
the father’s flaw in parenting by
having allowed this habit to
develop in his son and today it
is too late and, hence, the
resentment. He has to curb the
habit at the ‘Roots’.

A mother pointed out that
her daughter in Class-II is very
intelligent and completes her
studies on time but refuses to
write any answers.  Dr
Sengupta suggested she con-
sult a special educator as some
children have a problem with
writing. Another interesting
observation came from a
mother who had promised
her six-year-old child a wrist
watch that the child demand-
ed if she learned to tell time,
assuming she would fail to
learn. But the determined
daughter learnt in no time and
now demanded her gift. The
mother feels she is too young
to own one. The resource per-
son advised her to fulfil her
daughter’s wish for she should
keep her promise; otherwise,
a wrong idea would be gener-
ated.
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The Commissionerate police
on Monday arrested three

persons, including two juve-
niles, in connection with the
burglary at the official resi-
dence of Director of Industries
Pranabjyoti Nath here in
November.

A special squad of police
nabbed one Aditya Prasad Sahu
and two minor boys for their
alleged involvement in the
theft at the IAS officer’s official
quarters at Unit-8 on
November 21. The cops recov-
ered cash of � 2.52 lakh and
gold worth � 3.5 lakh that were
stolen from the officer’s house.
Besides, the squad seized two
laptops and a LED TV from
their possession.

The three would be pro-
duced before court later in the
day, sources said.
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Afarmer allegedly commit-
ted suicide in Kolanpur vil-

lage under Nischintakoili block
in Cuttack district on Monday
allegedly over crop loss.

The farmer, identified as
Sumant Mallick, ended his life
by hanging himself from the
ceiling of his house. He was
under mental stress over the
past few days as he was unable
to repay loans taken from
moneylenders, alleged family
members.

“He had taken loans from
moneylenders for agricultural
purposes. But he was unable to
repay following which lenders
used to frequently visit home ask-
ing for money. So he was under
tremendous mental stress,” said
Sumant’s wife Jhuni Sahu.

“My brother had taken
loans from moneylenders and
committed suicide after he was
unable to pay,” said brother of
the deceased. Sources said
Sumant and his wife used to
have frequent quarrels over
the loans.
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The body of former
Athamallik MLA

Rajkishore Pradhan was
found near railway
tracks at Kainphulia
under the Nalco police
station in the district
late on Sunday evening.

According to his
family members,
Pradhan had left home
saying he was going to
Boinda. As he did not
return, the family mem-
bers launched a frantic
search but in vain.

Soon after GRP per-
sonnel spotted Pradhan’s body
beside the railway tracks, they
informed his family members,
who rushed to the spot to
identify the body on Monday
morning.

While police suspected that
Pradhan might have tried to get
down at Kainphulia and died

after slipping off the train’s
foothold, the former legislator’s
family members informed that
he was suffering from memo-
ry loss for the past few days.

Pradhan had been elected
from the Athamallik Assembly
constituency on an Utkal
Congress ticket in 1971.
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The Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) organ-

ised a self-declaration event of
open defecation-free (ODF)
for the State capital.

The event, part of the
Swachh Bharat Mission activ-
ities, took place in the Unit-
VIII Community Centre in
the presence of Tourism
Minister Ashok Chandra
Panda; BMC Mayor Ananata
Narayan Jena, MLA
(Bhubaneswar North)
Priyadarsi Mishara and MLA
Bhubaneswar (Central) Bijay
Kumar Mohanty.

As per the Swachh Bharat

Mission-Urban aiming to ful-
fil the objective of 100%- Open
Defecation Free status in all
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs).
The BMC has taken a series of
steps to provide access to clean
and usable toilet facilities for its
citizens.

The BMC has passed a res-
olution for imposing fine of Rs
50 for anyone found to be defe-
cating in open.

After the Monday function,
a preliminary resolution declar-
ing the city as ODF would be
passed in the BMJC and a suit-
able public announcement shall
be made for the same as well.
This process needs to be re-cer-
tified in every six months.
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The Protection of Democratic
Human Rights of India

(PDHRI) on Monday submitted
a memorandum to Governor
Prof Ganeshi Lal seeking his

immediate interference to
appoint the Chairman of
Human Rights Commission of
Odisha and two members of the
commission.

The posts are lying vacant
since a month for which more
than 15,000 cases and many
important hearings are pending
and getting delayed.

Even, so many cases
against the police department
and administrationare pending,

the memo-
r a n d u m
stated.

PDHRI
central sec-
r e t a r y
L i n g a r a j
Sahoo and
Odisha unit
p r e s i d e n t
G a d a d h ar
Das met the
Governor.
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Light rainfall with the possi-
bility of thunderstorm was

forecast for interior and north-
ern districts of the State from
Monday night following move-
ment of an upper air westerly
trough towards the Odisha-West
Bengal coast.

In a bulletin issued by the
Centre for Environment and
Climate (CEC) of the SOA
University here, Keonjhar,
Deogarh, Sundargarh,
Sambalpur, Jharsuguda, Bargarh,
Balangir, Boudh and Subarnapur
districts are likely to experi-
ence.

The bulletin said the low
pressure formed over the South
Andaman Sea was likely to
intensify further in the next 72
hours and move towards the
Tamilnadu-Andhra Pradesh
coast. It may head towards
Odisha after crossing the coast
triggering moderate to heavy
rainfall in the southern districts
of Odisha including the coastal
region comprising Khordha,
Puri, Nayagarh and Ganjam dis-
tricts on December 15 and 16.
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Hundreds of participants in
a training camp of Seva

Dal on Monday in Puri decid-
ed to engage two cadres each at
a total of 36,000 booths of the
State for victory of Congress in
2019 election. The participants
took trainings how to revamp
the Seva Dal at grassroots.

Decisions were also taken
to expand the training to the
zone level of blocks and dis-
tricts in order to strengthen the
Seva Dal in Odisha.

At the concluding session
of the four-day training camp
since Friday in Duduwala
Dharmasala of Puri, the mem-
bers took out an awareness
march from the Lions’ Gate to
the Medical Square to observe
the World Human Rights Day.

“The Seva Dal is Congress’
Mula-Pinda (soul) and it will
play a vital role in bringing the

party to power,” said secretary
and spokesperson of Odisha
unit Seva Dal Padmakar Gur.

Guru said he is confident
the Seva Dal can empower
Congress after election.

Addressing the workshop,
its State observers Jayprakash
Bajpayee and Purnachanda
Ghose gave much stress on
organisational restructurings
to strengthen the cadres. They
said the cadres can successful-
ly tackle the communal forces.

Ramprasad Jayaswal,
Rajesh Mishra, Usharani
Behera and Bidyutlata Acharya
joining as trainers instructed
the cadres to bring unity in
them. All the participants were
offered certificates after train-
ing.

Seva Dal State convener
Birenmohan Patnaik presided
over the concluding session
while Swadhina Panda coor-
dinated. Jyotish Sahu,
Umapada Mishra, Subhansu
Mishra, Pritish Parida,
Kulamani Sahu, Bhismadev
Singh, Sukant Chhotaray,
Nalini Behera and Umapada
Baral were present.
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The fight between two sisters
over a small issue claimed

the life of one of them at Baro
village in the district on Sunday.
The deceased was identified
Monalisa.

She was an ardent learner
of classical music and studying
in Kasinath Mohavidyalaya at
Kaipada in Jajpur district.

Sources said Monalisa and
her younger sister were learn-
ing classical music at
Bhabagrahi Kala Niketan here.
Both were supposed to go to
Cuttack with their teacher at
around 11 am on the day.

However, the duo started
bickering over clothes. In a fit
of rage, Monalisa attempted to

commit suicide
by hanging her-
self from the
ceiling of the
house.

She was
immediate ly
rushed to the
D i s t r i c t
Headquarters
H o s p i t a l
(DHH) and
later shifted to
the SCB
Medical College
Hospital in
Cuttack, where
d o c t o r s
declared her
brought dead.

Monalisa had performed
during Chief Minister Naveen

Patnaik’s visit to the district on
December 8.
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The State Government has
sanctioned funds for con-

struction of a bridge at Arad
Kasmila under Nagar pan-
chayat of Sadar block over the
Budhabalanga river.

The residents on the other
side of the river are facing a
tough time to come to the dis-
trict headquarters town for
various works without a bridge
near Kasmila under Sadar
block.

They have to cover 22 km
to reach to the headquarters
town. As a result, they face lack

of emergency facilities like
ambulance and fire service
directly.

The foundation stone for
the bridge was laid on
Saturday by Baleswar MP RK
Jena. Jena on the occasion said
that the bridge was being built
under the scheme of Biju Setu
scheme of the State
Government which would be
built at a cost of nearly � 14.5
crore.

Sadar MLA JP Dash, Block
Chairman Narayan Pradhan,
BRIT Chairman Gouri Kumar
Rout, former Municipality
Chairman Alok Sahu, Barada
Prasanna Pattnayak and Asish
Ghosh were, among others,
present.
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The Brahmani Anchal
Surakshya Parishad has

severely criticised the State
Government and the
Mahanadi Coalfield Limited
(MCL) for subsidence occur-
ring in the Talcher town due to
non-filling of sand in mining
vacuums. 

“Even as subsidence has
occurred 15 times in Talcher
due to non-filling of sand in the
vacuum of the Deulabera col-
liery during the last 32 years,
the inaction by the State
Government and Mahanadi
Coalfield Limited has put life of
residents of Talcher in dagnger,”
alleged Parishad president

Bibhudhendra Prasad Das.
Das said the Steel and

Mines Ministers have admitted
in the State assembly at differ-
ent times that subsidence is
occurring due to non-filling the
Deulabera colliery vacuum and
even the Government knows
that Talcher is an earthquake-
prone area as per the survey
conducted by Geological
Survey of India. Despite this,
the Government is not taking
any action for safety of the
Talcher residents, lamented
Das, a former MLA.

In a letter to the Steel and
Mines Minister Prafulla
Mallick, Das mentioned that
the MCL had assured the
Government following a meet-
ing in 1981 to fill the under-
ground of the colliery. But
subsidence has occurred 14
times since that day. The MCL
had not filled up the vacuum
fully by the year 2011 as
revealed by the then Steel and

Minister Badri Narayan Pata.
The Minister revealed that
only 41.80 per cent of the coal
mining vacuum was filled with
sand. The recent pot-hole cre-
ation indicates that the vacuum
is yet to be filled up, said Das.

Stating that the Directorate
General of Mines Safety of the
Union Government has not
allowed the Angul-Talcher-
Meramundili Development
Authority to make any building
plan for Talcher due to its seis-
mic trough line, Das demand-
ed that intending families of the
town should be shifted  to safer
places with adequate compen-
sation. He informed that a deci-
sion to this effect had been
taken at an all-party meeting
convened by the then
Dhenkanal district Collector
in 1992. 

Das further demanded that
all the vacuums in the
coalmines be filled with sand at
the earliest.
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More than 5,000 landless
people from different

blocks of Bargarh district staged
a demonstration in front of the
Collectorate here on Monday,
demanding permanent patta
for the landless people.

Villagers under the aegis of
the Jai Koshal Landless Sangram
Samiti, Bargarh gathered and
shouted a slogan , “Jami nahin
ta vote nahin” (No land, no vote,
while demanding early distrib-
ution of permanent patta for
homestead land. Western
Odisha Farmers Association
convenor Lingaraj and Samiti
members like Ramesh
Mahapatra, Bhabani Sahu,
Amitab Patra and Pabitra
Dehuri and members of many
social organisations attended.

The Samiti threatened that
landless people would expedite
agitations if the Government
doesn’t meet their demand soon.
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Rourkela’s political stalwart
Dilip Ray has already

resigned from the BJP and
MLA position and presently on
a foreign tour.

With him another political
stalwart of the State Bijoy
Mohapatra has also resigned
from BJP and as per his social
media posting he and Dilip will
jointly take their further course
of action after the latter returns
from his foreign tour. Though
he has not disclosed of it, there
is a perception in political
sphere that both will be back to
the BJD.

But the question is the
reason of resigning from the
BJP and position of MLA by
Ray is a very serious issue. As
per Ray, he was not only ill
treated by the party but also
the denizens of Rourkela were
cheated by the BJP-led Central
Government on the issue of
second bridge on
theBrahmani r iver and
upgrading the Ispat General
Hospital (IGH) to a medical
college and super specialty
hospital as assured by the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in a huge gathering on
1 April, 2015 at Rourkela.

These two projects are not
only a sentimental issue for Ray
but also these are very sensitive
so far the interest of Rourkela
people is concerned. So any
more he cannot tell lies to his
voters for which he preferred to
quit from party and MLA as for
him soil is first and party is
next.

It is obvious the BJP is also
here in trouble for inordinate
delay in construction of bridge
and upgradation of IGH as
both were in the party’s prime
agenda during 2014 election
campaign and it has to reply in

2019 election despite party’s
effort to transfer the respon-
sibility to the State
Government for not providing
the various clearances in time
for bridge construction. But
there is no link with the State
Government so far as the
upgradation of the IGH is
concerned. Hence, definitely
the BJP is in trouble and many
think Ray has taken appropri-
ate step by withdrawing him-
self from the party.

But now the question is,
will Ray be free from answer-
ing people if he joins the BJD.
Because like the Central
Government, the State

Government has not ful-
filled the dreams it has shown
to the Rourkela people for
years together. On July 13,
2013 without any tender and
other official activities, the
Chief Minister had laid the
foundation stone of Koel bar-
rage which is still in cold stor-
age. 

The barrage carries much
importance so far as the con-
nectivity between Kuarmunda
and Nuagaon block and
Rourkela city is concerned.
Besides it is related with the
issuer of solution of drinking
water in the steel city, Jagda
and Jhirpani.

Similarly on February 23,
2014, the CM had laid the
foundation stone

for the Wholesale Market
Complex at Balughat, Panposh
in Rourkela for facilitating the

local farmers, traders and for
the betterment of the Rourkela
traffic and sanctioned a sum of
Rs 98.45 crore. Besides, a pro-
ject envisaging construction
of 50 ultra modern stalls and
godowns for paddy procure-
ment equipment at Vedavyas
market yard was approved. But
the fates of both the projects are
in uncertain stage. Even for the
expedition of the project works,
Ray had several times raised
the issue in the Assembly and
written letters to the Chief
Secretary and the concerned
Minister.

Another commitment was
made by the Chief Minister. It
was on March 4, 2015 when
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
had declared the Xavier
Institute of Management,
Bhubaneswar’s second cam-
pus at Rourkela to make up for
the large scale resentment of
the residents over the IIM
issue. But till date the assurance
of the CM has not translated
into action. Rather it is alleged
that the XIMB campus decla-
ration was a political game plan
of Patnaik to divert attention of
the people from the IIM set-
back.

Besides, in many other
issues, the BJD is on the back
foot on the issue and would be
answerable to the Rourkela
people in 2019. In this juncture,
if Ray joins the BJD then he
would also be answerable to the
public as a BJD leader, feel
many.
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Auser trial of the nuclear-
capable ballistic missile

Agni-5 was successfully test-
fired from the Launch
Complex-4 of the Integrated
Test Range (ITR) at the Dr
Abdul Kalam Island,
Chandipur on Monday.

This is the seventh trial of
the indigenously-developed
surface-to-surface missile hav-
ing striking range of 5,000 km,
said defence sources. The Agni-
5, a three-stage missile and 17
metre tall and 2 metre wide, is
capable of carrying 1.5 tonne of
nuclear warheads.

It was a user associated
trial. Strategic force command
along with DRDO scientists
conducted it. The last trial was
successfully conducted on June

3, 2018, according to sources.
The high-speed on-board

computer and fault-tolerant
software, along with robust
and reliable bus guided the
missile flawlessly during the
today’s test. The flight perfor-
mance of the missile was
tracked and monitored by
radars, tracking instruments
and observation stations,” said
sources.

The Agni-5 is the latest and
most advanced variant in terms
of navigation and guidance,
warhead and engine.
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The UN has located major
areas where there is viola-

tion of human right in various
States. For that there is the
United Nations Centre for
Human Rights (UNCHR) as a
focal body for all activities in
connection with human rights.
It was established in 1982 by
the UN as the major body to
look into the matter. To
address human problems in
any particular area, experts
and intellectuals are usually
nominated at the internation-
al level to study and suggest
measures for solution of the
same.

Apart from the institu-
tions of the UN, there are
some regional institutions to
protect human rights in
respective regions. Such insti-
tutions are the Council of
Europe (founded in 1949),
the Organization of African
Unity (founded in 198 1) and
the Organization of American
States (founded in 1959).
Council of Europe has estab-
lished European Convention

on Human Rights in which 39
countries are member States.
In its preamble it is stated that
the Governments of European
countries have a common her-
itage of political traditions,
ideals and the rule of law.

Organisation of African
Unity has 50 member States.
They have adopted the African
charter of Human and People's
Rights being inspired by the
UN Charter and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
This institution tries its best to
promote peoples’ rights along
with the collective rights of
people as a group.
Organization of American
States has 30 member States to
protect human rights and
investigate any violation of
the same.

Besides, there are some
N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l
Organizations (NGOs) which
also work for promotion of
respect for human rights. A
most-noted NGOs is the
Amnesty International work-
ing at the national, regional
and international levels. For its
commendable work in the

?eld of protection of freedom
of speech and belief and
release of political prisoners it
was awarded Nobel Peace
Prize in 1977. Red Cross is
another world organization
to promote humanitarian law
at the international level. Red
Cross since its foundation by
Hem'y Dunant, a Swiss
humanist, in 1859 has been
working to promote humani-
tarian service throughout the
world.

Through a number of
conventions in the first part of
20th century it has made its
presence in most of the coun-
tries. It provides healthcare for
the victims of any battle who
are wounded with impartiali-
ty and neutrality. It is com-

mitted to health services,
blood bank and relief of
human suffering in peace-
time. The UN, inter
Governmental regional insti-
tutions, NGOs and humani-
tarian organizations have been
working to protect and pro-
mote human rights in some
form or the other.

All these events reveal
that an international mind
and a cosmopolitan outlook
have been growing all over the
world. There is increasing
awareness for effective imple-
mentation of human rights in
all countries. Because of inter-
national scenario national
human rights institutions have
been established in almost all
democratic countries.

As a matter of fact, human
right as an academic discipline
is taught in many education-
al institutions. Education, it
seems, is a prerequisite to cre-
ate awareness in favour of
human rights. Education plays
a vital role for dissemination
of the values of democracy,
social justice and human
rights. Needless to say that
democracy, social justice and
human rights are integrally
related to each other and the
success of one facilitates the
success of the rest. Concept of
human rights is reciprocally
related to human duty and
responsibility.

Sense of civic values and
humanistic concern is an
important aspect of human
rights.

Right and responsibility
arise from the fact that man is
a social being. cooperative
social living that includes car-
ing and sharing is a basic
requirement for the well being
of the individual and society at
large. Urge or aspiration for a
happy living is possible only in
a good society.

But history is the witness
that so much of disparities,
inhuman treatment of fellow
beings, subjugation of women,
caste hierarchy, slavery etc.
have been there in human
society in varying degrees.

Against these social evils
the emphasis on human rights
and dignity is a cultural renais-
sance for a more humane and
happier existence in the world.
Since humanism and human-
itarianism are the important
ideals of civilized living, they
cannot thrive in a climate of
social inequality and injustice.
Emphasis on human dignity
and equality and its practical
expression in all social rela-
tionships is the sine-qua-non
for a better and happier future
of mankind in the world.

Right to live with dignity
largely depends on social sit-
uation. If discriminations and
disparities prevail in many
areas of social life that invari-
ably tells upon the quality of
life in a society. When right to
live with dignity has been
accepted as a higher value
and people, by and large,

adhere to it the society is no
doubt a civilized one. Right to
liberty coupled with pursuit of
happiness is a fundamental
value that makes a society
humane and progressive.

Respect for human rights
has evolved in human society
on two basic notions. One is
the belief that man can remake
the world in the sense that
man is the maker of human
destiny. By human efforts and
collective endeavours we can
de?nitely bring about qualita-
tive improvement in the social
life of all the people around the
world.

Social inequality has noth-
ing to do with divine sanction
as it is usually believed in caste
or discrimination – ridden
society. The second assump-
tion is the fact that the indi-
vidual is the end, but not
means to any higher end.
Society is for every individual
and not for any selected few.

It is a fact that in under-
developed countries or coun-
tries where religious ortho-
doxy still plays an important
role in public psyche, respect

for human rights and dignity
has not been strengthened. On
the contrary, religious funda-
mentalists have frequently
opposed the right to freedom
of speech and expression.
Great scientists, freethinkers
and rationalists who have
made immense contribution
to the progress of knowledge
and civilizational values have
been humiliated, imprisoned
or killed by orthodox diehards
in their contemporary soci-
eties. Even today in countries
where religious emotions loom
large the conservative priest-
ly class is opposed to human
dignity, secularism and right to
freedom of speech and expres-
sion. There are various other
ways of violation of human
rights as well. Despite all that,
the international concern to
protect human rights in all
parts of the world is one of the
greatest moral elevations that
mankind has achieved.

(The writer is president,
Humanist Rationalist
Organisation (HRO),

Mob: 9438547895)
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The Manav Adhikar
Surakhya Manch in its

72nd Ghanta Yatra (cymbal
beating rally) held here on
Monday demanded that the
MKCG Medical College
Hospital Administrative Officer
take stringent action against the
staff nurses and doctors
responsible for administering
expired saline.    

The Manch in a letter to
the officer mentioned that a
patient, Ranjan Sahu, was given
expired saline by staff nurses
and doctors, due to which his
condition became critical. 

Later, he was rushed to a

private hospital in
Bhubaneswar, where his con-
dition still remains serious.

This type of medical neg-
ligence incidents have occurred
earlier in the MKCG Hospital,
for which a probe has been ini-
tiated; but no inquiry report is
yet to be made public which is
highly disappointing, said
Manch coordinator Abani
Kumar Gaya.

Even though the incidence
took place many days ago, is
not made clear as to who
were on duty, rued Gaya.
Among others, Manch mem-
bers Magini Nahak, Niranjan
Dash, Manoj Kumar Tarai,
Bhaskar Chandra Sahu and
Laxmi Narayan Rout were
present.

.'�����������
����?����'
����������342)

$	������	���	���������	
��������������	

����7���7�� /��.#).#�

Two persons, including a
peon of a bank, were arrest-

ed and forwarded to court on
Sunday evening by the Kutra
police allegedly for withdraw-
ing Rs 64,000 from bank
account of two persons by
making duplicate passbooks
of the two account holders.

According to sources, one
Daniel Khalko, a resident
under Kutra police station, has
savings account in Canara bank
at Gamardih in Kutra.

Similarly, one Pyari Lakra,
a resident under Kutra police
station, has account in same
bank. On November 26,
Khalko lodged complaint
before the Branch Manager of

bank that on November 2, and
3, Rs 12,000 each; and on
November 13, Rs 13,000 were
withdrawn from his account
without his knowledge.
Similarly  Lakra complained
that on November 15, Rs12,000
and on November 16, Rs
15,000 were withdrawn from
his account fraudulently.

When the Branch Manager
verified the passbooks of the
victims, he could know that
they had not withdrawn money
from their account but knew
that total Rs 37,000 was with-

drawn from Khalko’s account
and total Rs 27,000 from
Lakra’s account.

The Branch Manager could
know that their amount was
withdrawn by some other per-
sons and suspected fraud in it.
Canara bank, Gamardih
branch, reportedly returned
Rs 37,000 to Khalko and Rs
27,000 to Lakra.

Later, the bank lodged a
complaint in Kutra police sta-
tion on November 27 about the
fraudulent transactions.

The police arrested a per-
son who is involved in the
fraud, while he had again come
to the bank to withdraw money
from the duo victims’ accounts.

He was identified as Manoj
Singh. Manoj revealed that
one Ramesh Kishan, who
works as a peon in Canara
Bank, Rajgangpur , is the mas-
termind behind the fraud.
Police arrested Kishan on
Sunday.
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The National Aluminium
Company (Nalco) added

one more feather in its cap by
producing a new product,
strontium modified aluminium
billets CH-91 grade as a part of
its product diversification.

Congratulating the Nalco
collective for introducing the
new product, CMD Dr TK
Chand said, “Nalco continues
to focus its energies in diversi-
fication and increasing its prod-

uct portfolio to develop new
markets that has the potential
to increase the company’s prof-
itability. The smelter team at
Angul has worked hard to
introduce strontium modified
aluminium billets.”

The first consignment of
the new product was
despatched to M/s Jindal
Aluminium Ltd, Bangalore on
December 8.

The product would tech-
nically benefit the end-product
manufacturer, with decreased
energy consumption and
improving the overall produc-
tivity and output of billets.
With this product, the cus-
tomers can attain better surface
finish with increased metal
recovery.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Monday con-

gratulated the Indian cricket
team for the victory against
Australia in the Adelaide test
match. He also wished the
team to make the test series a
historic one.

India today led the four-
match test series by 1-0 after
beating Australia by 31 runs in

the opening test at the
Adelaide, Oval. This is the
sixth test win for India on
Australian soil.

Chasing a massive of 323
runs, the Australian lower mid-
dle order had a tough time in
the second innings against the
Indian bowling attack. The
team managed to score 291
before tea on the final day.

Pacers Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Shami and off-
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin
grabbed three wickets respec-
tively while Ishant Sharma
took a wicket.
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The KISS Foundation has
extended helping hand to

the family of late Rashmiranjan
Suna, PhD scholar of
Hyderabad Central University
who died of dengue in
November. Rashmi, who
belonged to Kalahandi district
was pursuing research in
Physics under Rajiv Gandhi
National Fellowship.

After his death, the Odia
community in Hyderabad had
requested Dr Achyuta Samanta,

founder of KIIT, KISS and
KISS Foundation for extending
helping hand to his family. Dr
Samanta had promised to help
the deceased family.

He had also assured to
give employment to Rashmi’s
sister Padmabati in KISS,
Kalahandi. Rashmi’s maternal
uncle and his sister Padmabati
met Dr Samanta in KISS on
December 10. Dr Samanta
handed over a cheque of Rs
50,000 to Padmabati along
with her appointment letter in
KISS-Kalahandi.
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The East Coast Railway
(ECoR) has decided to run

the 18507/18508
Visakhapatnam-Amritsar-
Visakhapatnam Hirakud
Express on diverted route via
Jharsuguda Road and IB
bypassing Jharsuguda from
December 18.

The 18508 Amritsar-
Visakhapatnam Hirakud
Express from Amritsar from
December 16 and 18507
Visakhapatnam-Amritsar
Hirakud Express from
Visakhapatnam from
December 17 would run on
diverted route via Jharsuguda
Road instead of Jharsuguda.

The timings and scheduled
stoppages for the train at other
places would remain
unchanged. For the conve-
nience of the passengers free
bus services would be provid-
ed to bonafide passengers from
Jharsuguda to Jharsuguda Road
and Jharsuguda Road to
Jharsuguda from December
18 to March 11, 2019.
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The Ansupa, one of the rare
sweetwater lakes, would be

plastic-free from December 11,
said Athagarh DFO Sasmita
Lenka.

The lake, situated on the
northern side of river Mahanadi
in Banki sub-division of Cuttack
district is now maintained by the
Chilika Development Authority
(CDA).

The CDA has developed an
eco-garden in the bank of the
lake and established boating
facilities for the tourists, pic-
nickers and visitors. Meantime,
it has been clearing weeds from
the lake water.

The lake is surrounded by
two hills namely Sarandagarh on
the eastern side and Phulubadi
on the western. It is connected
with the river Mahanadi for
inflow and outflow of water. Due
to deforestation, weeds and sil-
tation the lake is being silted up
gradually.

Migratory birds visit the
lake every winter. As many as
7,540 migratory birds were
counted in last winter season
here. A temple of Lord Shiva
surrounded by trees is situated
on the north-west corner of the
lake around which over 20

pindis have been developed for
picnickers. The history as col-
lected from the local people
speaks about its historical her-
itage that long ago the then King
of Saranda had constructed an
Elephant house on the top of the

hill, the remnants of which
could be still seen.

There is also a house in
good condition which the peo-
ple say was used as armory
house of the then King of
Saranda. There are also some

other structures like
Kansakabata, Bhaibohu Kua etc.
on the top of the hill but remains
in dilapidated condition.

As the picnic season has
started, for making the Ansupa
lake area and its surroundings

plastic-free, Athagarh DFO
Lenka has cautioned its secu-
rity men to strictly implement
the order. Nearby shops have
also been instructed not to sell
polythene bags, water pouch-
es and plastic items.
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Opposition Chief Whip in
the State Assembly Tara

Prasad Bahinipati on Monday
said the Congress would take to
streets in two days if the
Government fails to solve the
farmers’ problems.

Bahinipati alleged that the
paddy procurement process
could not be carried out due to
the alleged nexus between
millers and Government offi-
cials. Besides, he urged the State
Government to stop the practice
of ‘Katni Chhatni’

“The Government should
stop rejection of paddy on the
pretext of FAQ. Even the district
Collectors are not paying heed
due to which paddy sacks are
lying at mandis,” said Bahinipati. 

He alleged that the Food
Supplies Minister has not been
able to address the issues of
farmers. Besides, he said that the
Government machineries are
involved in organising the
Hockey World Cup without
looking into the issues of farm-
ers. “I request the State

Government to intervene and
solve the issue at the earliest.
Paddy should be purchased
immediately and farmers should
not be exploited,” he stated.

In reaction, Food Supplies
and Consumer Welfare Minister
SN Patro said a directive has
been issued to the Collectors to
arrest miller and officials of the
Primary Agricultural
Cooperative Societies (PACS) if
they are found involved in ‘Katni
Chhatni’. “This apart, the
Collectors would ensure that the
PACS does not keep paddy for
more than 24 hours,” he said.

Paddy procurement has
begun in more than 23 districts
while in Ganjam district, the
process will begin from
December 15. “The issues in
Kalahandi and Nuapada districts
have also been sorted out,” the
Minister added.
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The Biju Mahila Janata Dal
(BMJD) on Monday once

again alleged that the Union
Government has completely
failed in implementing the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Scheme and is making false
claim of providing LPG cylin-
ders to five crore women across
the country.

“To a question of BJD MP
Prasant Nanda, Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan stated
in the Parliament that a total of
30.48 lakh women had been
provided LPG connection
under the Ujjwala scheme till
July 30, 2018. While 8,18,786
women had taken second refill
cylinders in 2016-17, the num-
ber of women taking second
refill cylinder came down to
6,45,276 in 2017-18. From this,

it is understood that over 24
lakh beneficiaries are not taking
refilled cylinders and less than
10 per cent of beneficiaries are
getting benefits,” pointed out
BMJD president Dr Minati
Behera at a Press meet here. 

Behera alleged that many of
the beneficiaries, who had taken
cylinders under the Ujjwala
scheme, didn’t book a second
cylinder as they were later asked
to buy them at market price, and
subsidy price was also not cred-
ited to their bank accounts
properly.

It was decided that the dis-
trict administration would select
beneficiaries and local people
representatives would distribute
cylinders. But BJP leaders select-
ed beneficiaries and distributed
cylinders at programmes held by

the IOCL, alleged Behera.
“When beneficiaries are not

booking refill cylinders, how can
the Centre claim that the scheme
has been successful? The Union
Government has not taken
required steps for encouraging
beneficiaries to take refill cylin-
ders alos,” alleged Behera. She
demanded that the Petroleum
Minister give a clarification to
the people regarding distribution
of LPG cylinders in Odisha and
publish a Whitepaper in this
regard. She also demanded that
BPL families be provided LPG
cylinders at 50 per cent subsidy
at the earliest. Among others,
BMJD advisor Kasturi
Mohapatra, work president
Sulochana Das, general secretary
Sulata Deo and secretary Elina
Das were present.

�����'������%��
�����������$�����)
���:;M��� ��'!

����� %�%.��/�.#

The BJP on Monday urged
Governor Prof Ganeshi Lal

to order for a proper investiga-
tion into the illegal functioning
of shelter homes by the NGO
Good News India in the State.

A party team met the
Governor and submitted a
memorandum to him in this
regard.  

“It is alleged that illegal
activities like sexual harass-
ment, illegal human trafficking,
religious and illegal transaction
of foreign funds were taking
place in the shelter homes run
by the Good News India for the
last two years. The Beltikiri
shelter home shame has already
come to the fore. These allega-
tions need to be investigated
properly and real culprits, with

whose supports the shelter
homes were running, should be
brought to fore and punished,”
demanded the team.

BJP senior leader Surama
Padhee, State vice-president
Sukesh Oram, secretary Dr
Lekhashree Samantsinghar,
Mahila Morcha State vice-pres-
ident Smruti Patnaik, Niyati
Giri, Kananbala Patnaik and
Babita Patra were present.
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Around 4,000 locals on
Monday  blocked the

National Highway at
Kabatabandha in the district
demanding the repair and
widening work of the
Chandikhola to Sukinda high-
way immediately . They also
blamed the National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI)  for
the poor road condition .

Vehicular traffic was halt-
ed around four hours due to
road blockade.

Former Minister Prafullla
Ghadai and others also joined
in the road blockade and
addressed the agitators.

“We blocked a stretch on
the road to draw the attention
of the NHAI about the poor
condition of the road. Last year,
we urged the officials of the
NHAI to start the work. But the
officials did not pay any heed to
our pleas for which we blocked
the highway, ” said Ghadai.

Ghadai also demanded in
the meeting about the con-

struction of a new bridge over
the river Bramahani at
Kabatabandha.

“ Last year, I had   written
a letter to  Union Minister for

Road Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari and urged him
to expedite the four-laning
work. But the work is yet to be
started,” he rued.

Many of the roads, which
were repaired recently, have
been damaged due to poor
repair work, alleged Ghadai.

When contacted, Jajpur

Collector Ranjan Das said,
“The NHAI will start the road
widening work soon after
obtaining permission from the
Forest department.”
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Mohali: Accusing the BJP led
Central Government for taking
the country towards a “wrong
path, Congress veteran and
the former Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh on Monday
maintained that the nation's
freedom could be under threat
due to its actions.

“The Congress had played
an important role in strength-
ening the country's freedom,
but during the last four and a
half years, the BJP laid empha-
sis on things which could

adversely affect India's histo-
ry...This can again endanger
country's freedom,” said Dr
Manmohan while was speaking
at the re-launch of a Hindi
newspaper ‘Navjivan’ that was
first launched in 1919 by
Mahatma Gandhi but was
closed several times during
the British regime.

“I want to appeal to the
people that they should under-
stand how the present govern-
ment is taking the nation on a
wrong path and there is a need

to strongly fight against it,” he
said, adding that the former
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru had once said that
‘Freedom is in peril, defend it
with all its might’.

Earlier, Punjab Congress
president Sunil Jakhar lashed
out at the ruling party, and the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, while batting for com-
plete freedom to press.

“Those who spoke against
the government were silenced.
Enforcement Directorate(ED) is

being misused to put pressure
on the newspapers. Editors have
also not been spared,” he said.

The weekly was launched
after the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) recently
attacked a controversial plot
allotted to Associated Journals
Limited by the then Haryana's
Congress government by flout-
ing the norms. Congress leader
and Associated Journals
Limited chairman Motilal Vora
on the occasion said that after
Mahatma Gandhi was sent to
jail in 1920, he had asked
Jawaharlal Nehru to run the
paper.
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As Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday sought Government and

Opposition to cooperate in making Winter
Session productive and successful, 45 bills
are set to be part of the session that is set
to witness much fireworks between the trea-
sury and Opposition.

The controversial bill on triple talaq  on
which Government brought an ordinance
will again be tested on the floor of the upper
house where it could not be passed in the
last session. Besides this, two other ordi-
nances will also be replaced by the bills
including Indian medical council (amend-
ment) bill, 2018, and the companies ordi-
nance (amendment) bill, 2018. 

The last of the session of the 16th Lok
Sabha will run for 29 days with 20 sittings
which are expected to be full of political
attacks and counter-attacks before the
leaders set themselves  into full campaign
mode for the Lok Sabha polls which are
only few months away.

The  controversy over the purchase of
Rafale fighter jet will also rock the session
with the Congress  taking its attack on the
issue inside the Parliament.  The Ram tem-
ple would be the Government's issue with
one of its Rajya Sabha members expected
to introduce a private member's bill in the
upper house to force opposition take a stand
on the politically sensitive issue.

According to leader of the Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha , Ghulam Nabi Azad, the
Opposition made it clear during the meet-
ing that it will press for a joint parliamen-

tary committee to probe the Rafale jet deal
and raise several issues, including the
"misuse" of probe agencies and autonomy
for RBI

Addressing  an all-party meet on
Monday convened ahead of the Winter ses-
sion, Prime Minister assured the
Opposition that the Government was will-
ing to discuss all issues, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said
quoting the Prime Minister at the meeting.

The Government is also understood t to
have suggested that both the Houses could
work late to transact important legislative
business and discuss important issues.

The Prime Minister was of the view
that both the Government and the
Opposition have to cooperate in running
the House smoothly as it was in the inter-
est of the people.

"It  is a prime responsibility for all of
us to contribute to the service of the nation
and its people by ensuring smooth func-
tioning of the Parliament", Modi said.

The Minister said Modi also told lead-
ers from various parties that the
Government is willing to discuss all issues.
There was a consensus that disruption
should be avoided  and deadlock to be
resolved with discussions, Government
claimed.

Two-minute silence was observed by all
the leaders to pay homage to former
Cabinet Minister Ananth kumar.  

The Centre will bring supplementary
demands for grants in the session through
which it will seek Parliament nod for more
expenditure.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Monday sought response from
the Centre on a plea that the
leader of the single largest
Opposition party be treated as the
Leader of the Opposition and be
included in high-level committees
involved in the appointment of
heads of statutory bodies like CBI,
CVC, CIC and Lokpal.

The apex court issued notice
to the Centre and the four statu-
tory bodies on the PIL seeking
direction that wherever the
appointing committee includes
the Leader of the Opposition, the
same may be read as to mean the
leader of the single largest oppo-

sition party in that House.
The top court also sought

response from the Centre on the
plea by 'Youth for Equality' NGO,
seeking the quashing of section
17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act which provides a
blanket protection to all public
servants regardless of status from
enquiry in graft cases. The NGO
contended that the amendment
by which section 17A has been
incorporated was discriminatory,
manifestly arbitrary and ultra
vires of Articles 14 and 21 of the
Constitution as it requires sanc-
tion for initiating action against
the public servants. PTI
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Aday before the Assembly
polls results, political parties

are seemingly possessed with
high expectancy and are almost
on their edge given the split ver-
sion of exit polls on Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh even
as the sensex tanked 714 points,
indicating nervousness in the
stock market.

The BJP and the Congress,
the main contenders for the
prizes in the five Assembly polls
in Rajastahn, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Telangana and
Mizoram, are hoping that that
voters aside luck too may favour
them if the election results turn
out be a touch and go affair in
some of the States. 

The Parliament's Winter
Session which is also taking off
on Tuesday would be heavily

impacted by the poll outcome.
A win for the Congress in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh ,
Chattisgarh and Telangana
would be a great morale boost-
er for the Opposition party
which has been taking a regular
beating at the hands of the BJP
for a long time.  

The Congress victory in
any three of the five states may
also galvanise the
'Mahagathbandan' at national
and State levels against the BJP.

On the contrary, if BJP

returns to power in three States
of Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan, it
would be a win-win situation for
the ruling party.

An indication of palpable
uncertainty over the poll results
came from Telangana where
Opposition parties lead by the
Congress State president and
possible Chief Ministerial can-
didate N Uttam Kumar Reddy
urged the Governor to treat the
People's Front (Congress, TDP
& CPM) as a single entity and
give it the first chance to form
the Government in case it
emerges a single largest forma-
tion in the new Assembly on
Tuesday.

On the other hand, the
Chief Minister and TRS chief K
Chandrasekhar Rao held an
unusual luncheon meeting with
his ally Majlis-e-Ittehadul

Muslimeen president
Asaduddin Owaisi. 

Owaisi, who caught every-
body by surprise by riding a
motorcycle to Chief Minister's
residence in Begumpet, had a
detailed discussion with KCR.
While there were speculations
that in case of TRS falling short
of numbers, MIM may extend
outside support. Owaisi reiter-
ated his confidence that the
TRS will return to power with a
clear majority.

Congress was also taking
precautionary measures against
the possibility of any attempt by
the TRS to poach its members.
Sources in Congress said that
they were ready to follow the
example of neighboring
Karnataka where similar attempt
by the BJP were foiled. It is learnt
that the party has sought help
from Karnataka strongman and

Minister DK Sivakumar, who
had executed the plan to shift
Karnataka Congress MLAs to
Hyderabad and it led to collapse
of BS Yeddyurappa Government
in Bengaluru earlier this year.

The stock-market also felt
the jitters on the eve of poll
results with the  benchmark
indices settled around 2 per cent
lower on Monday following a
sell-off in the global markets.

The S&P BSE Sensex ended
at 34,960, down 714 points or 2
per cent, while the broader
Nifty50 index settled at 10,488,
down 205 points or 1.92 per
cent. This was a major slide in
the stock-market in a about a
year's time.

The rupee  also traded on a
weak note slipping to 71.44
against the US dollar in intra-day
trade on Monday, down from its
previous close of 70.82.
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Union Health Secretary Preeti
Sudan on Monday inaugu-

rated India Day, an official side
event organised jointly by the
Union Health Ministry and the
development partners in the run-
up to the Partners' Forum 2018.

She said that flexibility has
been at the core of all the initia-
tives in reproductive, maternal,
newborn, child and adolescent
(RMNCH+A) programme and a
major contributor to its success.
She further added that States have
launched various innovative ini-
tiatives under RMNCH+A that
encourage people to be partners in

their own health and well-being.
Manoj Jhalani, Additional

Secretary and Mission Director,
stressed on the various aspect of
RMNCH+A. "Our focus is on chil-

dren, adolescents and pregnant
and lactating mothers, who we
seek to strengthen through a
series of initiatives like the Poshan
Abhiyaan and Anaemia Mukt
Bharat," he said.

India Day event is aimed to
reflect on the journey of the
RMNCH+A programme and to
share and learn from the good
practices and innovations imple-
mented by different States/UTs
and organisations to address var-
ious health challenges around
maternal and child health in order
to sustain progress on global goals.

In India, maternal, child,
neonatal and adolescent health
gained tremendous momentum

since RMNCH+A was rolled
out. India's maternal mortality
rate (MMR) has fallen from 556
in the year 1990 to 130 in 2014-
16 (SRS data), as per a statement
here. 

It further said that the coun-
try's progress can be gauged from
the 77% decline in MMR that it
achieved during 1990-2015, com-
pared to the global decline of 44%
during this period. In child health
also, India's achievements have
been strong. Under-five mortali-
ty rate (U5MR) in India has fall-
en significantly from 126 per
1,000 live births in 1990 to 39 per
1,000 live births in 2016, the state-
ment said.
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Monday ordered that status quo be
maintained with regard to a mosque
situated in the premises of the
Allahabad High Court, which had last
year directed that the structure be
removed.

A bench of Justices Madan B
Lokur and Deepak Gupta also issued
notices to the Uttar Pradesh
Government, Registrar General of
the Allahabad High Court and others
seeking their responses on a plea
filed by the Waqf Board.

The Waqf Board has moved the
apex court challenging the November
8, 2017 order of the high court which
gave it three months to move the
mosque out of the premises.  PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday issued
notices to five States seeking
their responses on a plea chal-
lenging the validity of certain
amendments made by them to
a central law of 2013 on land
acquisition.

A bench comprising
Justices Madan B Lokur and
Deepak Gupta agreed to hear
the plea which has sought to
struck down the alleged "con-
tradictory amendments" made
by Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh,
Telengana, Tamil Nadu and
Jharkhand in the Right to Fair
Compensation and

Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013.

The petition, filed by social
activist Medha Patkar and oth-
ers, has claimed amendments
made by these states have
"adversely affected the rights of
livelihood of land owners and
farmers".  It also alleged that the
State amendments were viola-
tive of constitutional rights of
citizens as key aspects like
consent provisions, social
impact assessment, participa-
tion of representative local
bodies in acquisition of land
have been exempted. PTI

�	������
���������� ���
�	�
���
�!�����
"��������	�	
��
���

*�$	�	����	���	������
��������	����+,-.
�������/���	������	

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Monday said there was
"absolutely nothing" in the med-
ical examination report to sug-
gest that Brajesh Thakur, prime
accused in the Muzaffarpur shel-
ter home sexual abuse case, was
physically or mentally tortured
in Patiala jail.

A bench of Justices Madan
B Lokur and Deepak Gupta
said they have perused the report
of medical board and the doctors
have not found any injuries to
substantiate the claims of phys-
ical and mental torture of the
accused in the jail.

Thakur was shifted to Patiala
high-security jail in Punjab from
Bihar's Bhagalpur jail. PTI
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New Delhi: Christian Michel
James, alleged middleman
chargesheeted and arrested in
the graft-tainted
AgustaWestland VVIP chopper
deal, was allowed by a Delhi
court on Monday to be inter-
rogated further by the CBI in
its custody for five more days.

57-year-old Michel was
produced before Special Judge
Arvind Kumar on the expiry of
his five-day CBI remand dur-
ing which he was confronted
with various documents relat-
ing to the case.

He will be produced again
before the court on December
15. Seeking extension of
Michel's police custody by nine
days, the agency contended
that he was "not cooperating"
in the investigation and was
giving "evasive" answers and
when he finds himself in prob-

lem, he gets out of it by deny-
ing it.

It contended that Michel
was required to be confronted
with some witnesses to unearth
the deep rooted conspiracy
and to identify his accom-
plices including the IAF offi-

cials, bureaucrats and politi-
cians.

Prosecutor D P Singh,
appearing for CBI, argued that
Michel was being "tutored" by
his advocates during their vis-
itations at the agency's office
and the court's order allowing

the lawyers to meet the accused
twice a day was hampering
their interrogation.

His counsel denied the
allegation and said he was not
being tutored.

Advocate Aljo K Joseph,
appearing for Michel, said his
police custody was not required
any further and no incrimi-
nating evidence was shown to
him during the interrogation.

When the defence counsel
alleged that Michel was being
"tortured", CBI prosecutor
objected to the choice of the
word and said the advocate was
saying this only to create head-
lines in the media, and the
accused was treated with
"utmost respect".

Joseph said he sent a mail
to the British High Commission
on Saturday regarding an offi-
cer of the agency. PTI
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New Delhi: BJP president
Amit Shah on Monday took a
jibe at former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, saying he
respected his knowledge of
economy, but a 'chaiwala' has
done a better job than him. 

Speaking at the release of
a book, 'Narendra Modi:
Creative Disruptor-The Maker
of New India', Shah also reject-
ed the opposition's criticism
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi functions like an auto-
crat, saying his critics don't
understand the difference
between "firmness and autoc-
racy". 

Heaping praise on the BJP
government at the Centre, he
said it has not only controlled
the fiscal deficit, but also
brought down inflation.

"Manmohan Singh ji left
the economy at the ninth posi-
tion in ten years. We brought
it to the sixth position in five
years and in less than six
months it will climb up to the
fifth spot...

"And they are teaching us
economics. You (Singh) are an
economist and we respect you.
We have no issues with the
depth of your knowledge, but
a chaiwala did a better job of

running the country," Shah
said.

Modi often refers to him-
self as a 'chaiwala'.

The BJP president assert-
ed that he could list 30 'historic'
decisions taken by Modi, while
some of the past Governments
could only list 4-5 such deci-
sions in the period of 30 years.

"This Government has
been here only for five years,
but I can list 30 decisions
which have secured a place in
the history of the coun-
try....Whether it is the surgi-
cal strike, GST, demonetisa-
tion,” he said.
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New Delhi: Union Minister for
Minority Affairs Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi on Monday said
terrorists who kill innocent
people do not deserve the
"cover or privilege" of human
rights.

Addressing the Human
Rights Day Function organised
by the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), he said
advocating the human rights of
those who kill innocent people,
terrorise them and violate their
rights, was not right.  

"It is unfortunate that some
organisations and people are
more interested in raising their
voice for the human rights of
these terrorists who challenge

the national security and kill
innocent people.

"Such terrorist organisa-
tions and some anti-social ele-
ments consider killing of civil-
ians, attacking security forces,
spreading terror and conspiring
to disturb peace of the world, as
their human rights and do not
deserve any cover or privilege
of human rights," Naqvi said.

The minister said the
"social, economic, religious
and other human rights" of
every community are more
safe and secure in India than
any other democratic nation of
the world.

He added that except for a
few isolated incidents in some

states, the total number of
cases of human rights viola-
tions in the country were com-
paratively less.

Tolerance, communal and
social harmony is in the DNA
of India. Social and cultural
harmony is the source of unity
of the country despite the
prevalence of various lan-
guages, religions and commu-
nities, he said. 

"We have to remain alert to
ensure that no evil forces can
weaken our strength of unity,"
the BJP leader said while laud-
ing the NHRC for its role in the
promotion and protection of
human rights on the occasion
of the Human Rights Day. 
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New Delhi: A group of
Ministers formed in the wake of
the #MeToo movement to
strengthen the legal and insti-
tutional frameworks to prevent
sexual harassment at workplace
held its first meeting on Monday.

Although the issues dis-
cussed in the meeting were kept
confidential, sources at the
Women and Child
Development Ministry said
Union minister Maneka Gandhi
pushed for strengthening the
National Commission for
Women (NCW). The group of
ministers (GoM) is headed by
Union Home Minister Rajnath

Singh. Union Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari, Defence
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
and Gandhi, the Women and
Child Development Minister, are
its other members. According to
sources, except Gadkari, who is
not in the city, all other minis-
ters participated in the meeting.
They said two more such meet-
ings would be held wherein the
GoM would recommend action
required for effective imple-
mentation of the existing pro-
visions as well as strengthening
these frameworks for addressing
issues related to sexual harass-
ment at workplace. PTI
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The normal life was affected
in Kashmir Valley on

Monday in response to a shut-
down call by separatist groups
to commemorate the World
Human Rights Day. The sepa-
ratists alleged that the State
authorities continue to suppress
the human rights and disallow
legitimate freedom of move-
ment and speech to the com-
mon people.

The Joint Resistance
Leadership (JRL), a grouping
of separatist leaders Syed Ali
Geelani,  Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq and Yasin Malik, had
asked the people of Kashmir to
observe complete protest
strike on December 10 to
highlight the ‘gruesome
human rights situation’ and
also to register their regret at
the apathy of international
community and rights organ-
isations towards the plight of
people of Kashmir.

Shops, other business
establishments, fuel stations
remained closed while public
transport was generally off the
roads in summer capital

Srinagar. However, scanty pri-
vate transport plied on the
uptown city roads. The author-
ities deployed additional secu-
rity forces personnel in parts of
downtown Srinagar to thwart
protests.

The train services had been
suspended between Banihal
and Baramulla due to law and
order situation.

The speed of mobile inter-
net was also reduced in
Srinagar and some other places
in Kashmir Valley.

“The JRL urges the world
peace organisations, interna-
tional community, Amnesty
International Asia Watch,
UNHRC and ICRC to take
note of the Kashmir situation
and put pressure on New Delhi
to stop the grave human rights
violations forthwith,” the JRL
said in a statement.

The JRL leaders wrote a let-
ter to UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres urging him
to intervene to end the suffer-
ings of the people of J&K. “We
urge you (UN SEcretay
General) to initiate measures
for the resolution of the dispute
on Jammu & Kashmir which is
on UN Agenda since 1948 and

is the main cause of all Human
Rights violations in Jammu &
Kashmir,” the letter reads.

The separatists had asked
the people to observe human
rights week between December
3 and 9. Protest demonstrations
were organised at various
places during the week to high-
light human rights situation in

the valley.
Meanwhile, clashes were

reported between youth and
the security forces in Hajin area
of north Kashmir’s Bandipora
district following the burial of
two teenage militants. Heavy
stone pelting was reported
from the area.

Thousands of people

reportedly participated in the
funeral prayers of two local LeT
Mudasir Parrey (14) and Saqib
Bilal Sheikh (17). Both were
killed on Sunday along-with a
Pakistani top LeT commander
Ali Bhai in 18 hour gunfight
with the security forces in
Mujgund area on the outskirts
of Srinagar.
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Within a week after he
moved the Bombay High

Court challenging the newly
enacted Maharashtra legisla-
tion granting 16 per cent reser-
vations to Marathas, lawyer
Gunratna Sadavarte was on
Monday assaulted by a pro-
quota activist outside the High
Court.

Sadavarte, who has filed a
PIL on behalf of his client
Jayashree Patil of the Indian
Constitutionalist Council (ICI)
challenging the new Maratha
Reservations Act, was roughed
up by an unemployed youth –
identified as one Vaijnath
Mukne Patil from Jalna — soon
after he finished briefing the
media on the Maratha reserva-
tions outside the high court.

The drama unfolded soon
after Sadavarte completed his
media briefing and began to
walk away. Patil, an unemployed
graduate, suddenly came for-
ward from the crowd, raised a
now  popular slogan ‘Ek
Maratha, Lak Maratha’ (One
Maratha is equivalent to one lakh
Marathas), pushed and punched
Sadavarte in the face. With his
spectacles down on the ground,
Sadavarte lost his balance.

Patil hurled abuses at
Sadavarte and demanded to
know from the latter as to why
he had challenged the Maratha
reservations in the court.
Meanwhile, some policemen
and lawyers rushed Patil’s help
and managed to catch hold of
the attacker

Meanwhile, attacker Patil
taken to the Azad Maidan
Police station where he was
detained for questioned.

The incident took place
within minutes after Sadavarte’s
PIL came up for hearing before
a HC division bench of Chief
Justice Naresh Patil and Justice
MS Karnik

The PIL, filed by Sadavarte,
states that the new Maratha
Reservations – better known as
the Maharashtra State (of seats
for admission in educational
institutions in the state and for
appointments in the public
services and posts under the
state) for Socially and
Educationally Backward
Classes (SEBC) Act, 2018 — is
in violation of  the 50 per cent
cap imposed by the Supreme
Court on reservations.

Among other things, the
petition states that the Maratha
community — the Kunbi-
Marathas — have already been

given a reservation under the
Other Backward Classes (OBC)
category and the additional
reservations will only create a
class within a class, affecting
those who do not belong to any
reserved category.

Earlier, talking to media
persons, Sadavarte said that
ever since he filed a petition in
the high court challenging the
new Maratha Reservation Act,
said that he had received more
than one thousand threats.

“I have registered a com-
plaint about threats to my with
the Bhoiwada police station. I
have also informed the Chief
Justice about the threats
received by me ever since I filed
an PIL in the court. I have also
urged the high court to provide
adequate police protection to
me,” he said.  

The high court, mean-
while, ordered that Patil and his
family members be provided
police protection.   

It may be recalled that on
December 3,  the Maharashtra
a caveat in the Supreme Court
seeking a hearing in the event
of anyone challenging the new
Maharashtra Reservation Act
granting 16 per cent reserva-
tions to Marathas in education
and jobs.

The move came two days
after Maharashtra Governor
C Vidyasagar Rao signed the
Maratha reservation bill enact-
ing the law. The bill had earli-
er been passed unanimously by
both the Houses of
Maharashtra on November 29.  

The caveat, filed by
Advocate Nishant
Katneswarkar on behalf of the
Maharashtra Government in
the apex court, reads thus:
“No order be passed in the
matter without notice to the
Maharashtra Government. The
caveator (Maharashtra
Government) was the autho-
rised party who issued the
Maharashtra Act.”

Their apprehension in the
state government’s mind that its
new Maratha Reservation Act
might get entangled in litiga-
tion can be evidenced from that
by enacting a law granting 16
per cent reservations to
Marathas, the Devendra
Fandavis depensation has
exceeded the 50 per cent cap on
reservations imposed by the
Supreme Court and in the
process followed the suit of the
Tamil Nadu Government.

Currently Maharashtra has
52 per cent reservations in
jobs and educational institu-

tions. Of the total 52 per cent
reservations, SCs and ST com-
munities account for 13 and 7
per cent, respectively, while
OBCs have 19 per cent per cent
reservations, Together, Special
Backward Class and Nomadic
Tribes account for 13 per cent.

The Marathas, who have
now been accorded 16 per
cent reservations in education
and Government jobs, account
for nearly 33 per cent of the
total 11.25 crore population of
Maharashtra. 

Once the Maharashtra
State SEBC Act comes into
force, then the total reserva-
tions in the State will go up to
68 per cent — next only to
Tamil Nadu that has 69 per
cent reservations.

Though Devendra
Fadnavis dispensation has not
clarified as to how it would face
the scrutiny of the new law in
the Supreme Court, it looks like
the Maharashtra government
will take the route taken by the
Tamil Nadu government under
late Chief Minister Jayalalithaa,
which achieved its objective of
increasing reservations to 69
per cent by passing the Tamil
Nadu Act of 1994 and adding
the 1994 Act to the Ninth
Schedule of the Constitution.
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Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) built Light

Utility Helicopter (LUH) has
achieved an important mile-
stone of flying at 6 km altitude
here in Bengaluru, recently.
The chopper was flown by
Chief Test Pilot Wg Cdr (Retd)
Unni K Pillai and Test Pilot,
Wing Cdr (Retd) Anil
Bhambhani. 

According to a HAL press
release the flight was carried
out under the envelope expan-
sion tests and flying at 6 km
altitude is a critical requirement
towards the certification of
LUH. The helicopter exhibited
satisfactory performance and
handling qualities. With the
completion of this milestone,
LUH can now undertake high
altitude cold weather trials
planned in January 2019.

The LUH is a 3-ton class
new generation helicopter
designed and developed by
Rotary Wing Research and

Design Center (RWR&DC) of
HAL to replace the ageing
Cheetah and Chetak heli-
copters used by Indian Armed
Forces. First flight of LUH PT-
1 was carried on September 6,
2016 and the second Prototype
flew on May 22, 2017.  HAL has
in principal order for 187 LUH
that includes 126 for Indian
Army and 61 for IAF.

The LUH is being indige-
nously developed by HAL to
meet the requirements of both
military and civil operators.

The helicopter with Glass
Cockpit can be deployed for
Reconnaissance, Surveillance
roles and as a light transport
helicopter.  The helicopter will
be capable of flying at 220
Kmph, with a service ceiling of
6.5 Km and a range of 350 Km
with 400 kg payload.  The LUH
is powered by TM/HAL
Ardiden 1U/Shakti 1U single
turbo shaft engine with suffi-
cient power margins to cater to
demanding high altitude mis-
sions.
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Two mainstream political parties in Kashmir
National Conference (NC) and Peoples

Democratic Party (PDP) have upped ante
against BJP ahead of the announcement of
Assembly and parliament elections in Jammu
and Kashmir. On Monday, former Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah accused the BJP of
deceiving the people of Kashmir by rejecting
their mandate twice.

Abdullah challenged the BJP to announce
chief ministerial candidate if the people in the
Valley give them a mandate. “I challenge the
BJP to announce their chief ministerial can-
didate in the upcoming elections because they
have cheated the people of Jammu and Kashmir
twice… The people deserve to know whom the

BJP will make the CM if they give 25-26 MLAs
to the BJP,” Abdullah said.

Omar’s reaction came in response to
Union Minister of State Dr Jatindra Singh’s
statement that Kashmir’s mainstream politi-
cians are more dangerous than separatists.

In a similar reaction former Minister and
senior PDP leader Naeem Akhtar asked BJP to
explain why it ignored its 25 MLAs and select-
ed a CM candidate from Kashmir who has
mere 2 seats in the assembly.

“Why were you (Jitendra Singh) or
Kulvinder Gupta (former Deputy Chief
Minister) or any other BJP leader not chosen
as CM candidate of the party from the State.
How can you people convince your own vot-
ers after such a decision has been taken by your
party,” Akhtar asked.
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An octogenarian woman,
who was locked inside her

home in Shahjahanpur alleged-
ly by her son, is suspected to
have died of hunger, police said
Monday.

The body of the 80-year-
old woman was found on
Sunday after neighbours com-
plained to police about foul
smell coming out of the resi-
dence in Railway Colony.

Salil Chowdhury, her son,
is a Railway employee and had
the house allotted. He has not
showed up since the body was
found.

Police said he had locked
his mother inside the house
and she died likely because of
hunger. The body has been sent
for postmortem.

Shahjahanpur Railway
Station Master Om Shiv
Awasthi said Chowdhury, a
ticket collector, was suspended
twice for remaining absent
from duty without approval.
“He is absent from duty for the
past two months,” Awasthi said.

Additional Superintendent
of Police Dinesh Tripathi said
Chowdhury is a resident of
Alambagh area in Lucknow
and was posted in
Shahjahanpur in 2005.
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Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor has filed a

defamation case against Union
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
for allegedly making deroga-
tory remarks in connection
with his wife, Sunanda
Pushkar’s death.

Tharoor had earlier sent a
legal notice to Prasad, the min-
ister for law Justice and IT,
seeking an ‘unconditional apol-
ogy’ for calling him a “murder
accused”.

The complaint was filed
before the Thiruvananthapuram
Chief Judicial Magistrate court.

Tharoor stated in the com-

plaint that the investigation in
the Pushkar case had been
completed and the Delhi Police
had filed a final report before
the Additional Metropolitan
Magistrate court, in which he
was charge sheeted under
Sections 308 and 498 A of the
Indian Penal Code.

“The final report does not
state that the death of the
deceased was a murder”,
Tharoor, who appeared in the
court on being summoned and
was granted bail, stated.

He alleged that “it was after
much pressure from the exter-
nal power centres” that the
Delhi Police charge sheeted
him, years after Pushkar’s death.
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The ruling BJP on Monday
captured power in the

Dhule Municipal Corporation
(DMC), while its alliance part-
ner Shiv Sena emerged as the
single largest party in the
Ahmednagar Municipal
Corporation (AMC).

Scoring a clear electoral
victory over the ruling Shiv
Sena and all Opposition par-
ties, the BJP walked away with
50 out of the total 74 seats in
the DMC.  All other parties did
not cross the single digit figure
in the polls.

While the NCP and
Congress won nine and six
seats respectively, the
Asaduddin Owaisi-led All
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) four
seats. Samajwadi Party bagged
two seats, while the BSP,
Samajwadi Party and
Loksangram Party won one
seat each. An independent
secured one seat.

However, in the 68-mem-
ber AMC, the Shiv Sena
emerged as the single largest
party winning 24 seats, fol-
lowed the NCP and BJP which

won 18 and 14 seats respec-
tively, The Congress bagged
five seats, while the BSP won
four seats.  Samajwadi secured
one seats, while two indepen-
dents romped home in the
elections.

Available pointers said that
the Shiv Sena might come to
power in AMC in the alliance
with the BJP.

Meanwhile, the BJP cap-
tured power in Shendurani
Nagar Panchayat in Jalgaon dis-
trict, Loha Municipal council
in Nanded district and Mouda
Nagar Panchayat in Nagpur
district. The Shiv Sena came to
power in Ner Nebapur in
Yavatmal district, while the
Congress captured power in
Bramhapuri Municipal
Council in Chandrapur district.
Washim Nagar Vikas Agadi, a
local outfit, captured power in
Risod Municipal Council in
Washim district,

The elections to the two
municipal corporations and
six smaller local bodies were
held on Sunday. The counting
of votes took place on Monday.

The BJP’s success in DMC
is in continuation of victories
it had scored  in the municipal

corporations of Jalgaon in
north Maharashtra and Sangli
in western Maharashtra in
August this year.

In that election, the BJP
had virtually swept the Jalgaon
Municipal Corporation (JMC)
polls by winning as many as 57
seats out of a total 75 seats and
decimated  hitherto-influential
political outfit led by former
minister and local Sureshdada
Jain who controlled Jalgaon
civic body for the last three and
a half decades.

In the 78-member Sangli-
Miraj-Kupwad Municipal
Corporation (SMKMC)
polls,the BJP secured a majori-
ty of its own by winning 41 seats
as against 20 seats won by the
Congress and 15 by the NCP.

Walking away with 57 out
of the total 75 seats in the JMC,
the BJP established supremacy
over all the political parties. Its
principal rival Shiv Sena man-
aged to win just 15 seats in the
JMC polls.  

The AIMIM, which had
contested the JMC polls for the
first time, bagged three seats.
Significantly enough, the
Congress and NCP drew a
blank in the polls.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court Monday said there was
‘absolutely nothing’ in the med-
ical examination report to sug-
gest that Brajesh Thakur, prime
accused in the Muzaffarpur
shelter home sexual abuse case,
was physically or mentally tor-
tured in Patiala jail.

A bench of Justices Madan
B Lokur and Deepak Gupta
said they have perused the
report of medical board and the
doctors have not found any
injuries to substantiate the
claims of physical and mental
torture of the accused in the
jail.

Thakur was shifted to
Patiala high-security jail in
Punjab from Bihar’s Bhagalpur
jail following the apex court’s

October 30
order.

Over 30
girls were
a l l e g e d l y
raped and sexually abused at
the Muzaffarpur shelter home.
The issue was first highlighted
in an audit report submitted by
the Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS) to Bihar’s social
welfare department.

An FIR was lodged on
May 31 against 11 people,
including Thakur, who was
running the shelter home.
Later, the probe was taken
over by the CBI and so far 17
people have been arrested in
the case.

During the hearing on
Monday, the bench referred to

the med-
ical report
of Thakur
and told
s e n i o r

advocate Vikas Singh, who was
representing him, that no
injuries were found during the
medical examination.

On December 6, Singh
had placed before the court a
letter ‘purportedly written’ by
two children of Thakur in
which it was alleged that he was
being tortured physically and
mentally in the Patiala jail.

The court had then direct-
ed the jail superintendent to
produce Thakur before the
medical superintendent of a
Hospital in Patiala in presence
of a judicial magistrate.

It had asked the medical
superintendent to constitute a
medical board to examine him
and submit its report in the
court by Monday.

The court had passed the
order to shift Thakur out of
Bihar after the CBI had said he
was an influential person and
was found in possession of
mobile phone inside the
Bhagalpur jail.

At the fag end of hearing
on Monday, Singh told the
court that the NGO which
was running the shelter home
at Muzaffarpur has received a
notice from the concerned
department of Bihar govern-
ment with regard to its four-
story building there. PTI
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Bikinis should only be worn
in private spaces in Goa

and the swim wear should not
be allowed in the state’s temples
and churches, Goa’s PWD
Minister Sudin Dhavalikar said
on Monday.

Dhavalikar, who recently
returned from an official trip to
Portugal, said in the past, his
comments on bikinis were
blown out of proportions, in
the same way as his demand for
an apology for injustices meted
out to Goa during the colonial
rule from Portuguese Prime
Minister Antonio Costa were
also blown out of proportions.
The latter, the Minister said,
cost him several seats in the
2017 Assembly elections.

“I had then said that they
(those wearing bikinis) should
not visit temples. This is not
our culture. They should not
come to churches (wearing
bikinis) and people in your

family will also agree that biki-
nis should not be worn in
temples, in public places. They
can do that in private places,”
Dhavalikar told a press con-
ference in Panaji.

Dhavalikar had come
under flak in 2014 after he said
that bikinis and short skirts
were “unsafe” and against
Indian culture and should not

be worn in public places,
including beaches. 

Lavu Mamledar, an MLA
from the Maharashtrawadi
Gomantak Party, which
Dhavalikar is a senior member
of, had also demanded setting
up of a special “bikini” beach
on Goa’s beaches, where access
would be allowed only with an
entry fee.

Dhavalikar had demanded
an apology from Portuguese
Prime Minister Antonio Costa
to Goa in 2016, a few months
before the February 2017 state
Assembly elections, while the
Assembly discussed moving a
motion to congratulate
Antonio Costa, who is of Goan
origin, on his appointment as
PM. Dhavalikar now hints at a
political motive behind the
controversy.

“It was just two months
before elections. That (com-
ment) was hyped by everyone.
Because of that I lost seven
seats,” Dhavalikar said.
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Advocating that Gorakhpur
be developed as an educa-

tion hub, President Ram Nath
Kovind said on Monday that
education was the key to devel-
opment of the country and
without the development of
Poorvanchal, Uttar Pradesh
could not move ahead.

Addressing the Founder’s
Week celebration of Maharana
Pratap Shiksha Parishad on the
Gorakhnath temple campus in
Gorakhpur, the President said
that Gorakhnath Peeth had
made important contributions
in spreading awareness and
knowledge in the east UP region. 

“It is high time that
Gorakhpur be made an educa-
tion hub. It should emerge as a
platform to spread light of
knowledge across eastern UP,”
Kovind said   

Speaking about the
Maharana Pratap Shiksha
Parishad that has been impart-
ing education to children since
1925, the President said, ‘’It has

helped in building character of
youths by inculcating in them
respect for culture, devotion for
nation and readiness for social
work.” 

Recalling the great men
from the region like Paramhans
of Nath sect, Sufi saint Roshan
Ali Shah, Baba Raghav Das,
Munshi Premchand, Ram
Prasad Bismil and Firaq
Gorakhpuri, Kovind asked the
students to follow the path of
Maharana Pratap, a Rajput
warrior from the Mewar region
of Rajasthan.

The President also praised
the contribution of saints from
Nath sect in the field of edu-
cation and their contributions
to society and during the free-
dom struggle.

Exhorting students to fol-
low the path shown by
Maharana Pratap, Kovind said
that UP had the highest num-
ber of youth in the country
who could change the sce-
nario by contributing in the
development of society and
making Gorakhpur a knowl-

edge city by 2032. 
On the occasion, the

President also honoured 10
meritorious students and a
teacher of Maharana Pratap
Shiksha Parishad.

Lauding Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath for all-round

development of Gorakhpur,
Kovind said that it was his first
visit to the city as President of
India but he had been coming
here for the last  two decades
regularly. 

“The city is fast changing
and all credit goes to the Chief

Minister,” he said.
The President also expressed

sadness on the blocking of roads
during his visit to different parts
of the country, creating problems
for the local people. “This is one
reason why I try to visit less
places,” he disclosed.
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The fate of 1,821 candidates
contesting the Telangana

Assembly election will be decid-
ed Tuesday when the counting
of votes will be taken up.

The maiden polls for the
119-seat Telangana Assembly
were held on December 7 with
a voter turnout of 73.20 per cent.

Chief Electoral Officer
Rajat Kumar said necessary
arrangements have been made
for the counting day and the
strongrooms, where EVMs are
kept, secured with central
paramilitary forces providing
“first cordon of security.”

One of the strongroom
keys is kept with the external
observer and as precaution,
political parties are also keep-
ing a watch, he said.

The counting will begin at
8am.

“EVMs will be brought
out polling station-wise and
kept at the counting centres
which will have 14 tables
(except in Medchal which will
have 28). And counting will go
on. This will be done after the
completion of the full postal
ballot count. Counting will be
done in the respective con-
stituencies,” Kumar told PTI.

“The winning candidate
will be declared and certificate
will be prepared after obtain-
ing clearance from the Election
Commission. With the
approval of the ECI, the Chief
Electoral Officer, will submit
the list of winning candidates
party-wise to the Governor,” he
added.

Though some exit polls
indicate a clear edge to K
Chandrashekar Rao-led
Telangana Rashtra Samithi, the
“Praja Kutami” alliance of

Congress, Telugu Desam Party,
CPI and Kodandaram-led
Telangana Jana Samithi,
appears confident of forming
the Government in the coun-
try's youngest state, separated
from Andhra Pradesh in June
2014.

“We will win 100 seats,”
Rao said repeatedly in cam-
paign meetings.

Congress president Rahul
Gandhi had said the alliance
led by his party is confident of
winning the election “hands-
down” and claimed Rao was
showing “signs of nervousness
and insecurity” in meetings he
addressed as the campaign
winded down.

Predicting a fractured poll
mandate in Telangana, the BJP
claimed Sunday it would play
a “vital role” in the formation
of the government in the
southern state.

AIMIM president
Asaduddin Owaisi Friday
exuded confidence that his
party would be successful in
the Telangana Assembly elec-
tion.

The party has fielded can-
didates in eight assembly seg-
ments in Hyderabad and is
supporting TRS in other seg-
ments.
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Former Chief Minister and
chairman of the coalition

Government  Siddaramaiah’s
foreign trip ahead of the win-
ter session has led to lot of polit-
ical speculation in the State. 

The winter session of the
Karnataka assembly which
began on Monday at Belagavi
and the absence of
Siddaramaiah who has
declared that the cabinet
expansion of the coalition gov-
ernment led by chief minister
HD Kumaraswamy will take
place on December 22 has left
many congress aspirant MLAs
high and dry.

The century old party
which is facing a revolt for not
expanding the cabinet has set
out  speculation of operation
Lotus by the BJP with 104 seats
to garner required seven seats
to topple the government.
Many of the aspirants from the
Congress like MB Patil and
others are on their toes to
attack the party for not includ-
ing them in the ministry.

A senior Congress leader
on the condition anonymity
said that many rebels including
powerful Jharkihole brothers of
Belagavi  are up against the
party and threatening to quit.
He said “they are also ques-
tioning the credibility of the
party in aligning with   the
regional party  JDS which is
only playing opportunistic and
politics of survival. The tomor-
row’s election results of the five
state is crucial and its going to
impact Karnataka politics.”

Meanwhile the  Congress

Legislature Party (CLP) meet-
ing, which was scheduled to be
held in Belagavi on December
10 just before the start of the
session, has been deferred to
December 18. 

Siddaramaiah has left for
Malaysia to attend the wedding
of one of his family friends and
will return to Bengaluru on
Friday. The aspirants according
to an insider are threatening to
boycott the session putting the
party in a fix. Chief Minister
Kumaraswamy who is heading
a fragile coalition has to face the
winter session both inside and
the outside where sugar cane
farmers are protesting for MSP. 

Congress has reason to
worry as some of the dissident
party MLAs are mulling to stay
away from the legislature ses-
sion during the debate on cru-
cial issues to embarrass the rul-
ing coalition. However, KPCC
president Dinesh Gundu Rao
dismissed such apprehensions.
“We have able leaders to face
opposition BJP in the Belagavi
session,” Gundu Rao said.

Siddaramaiah is expected
to return on December 15 and
he will remain absent during
the first week of the two-week
session, which has commenced
on Monaday.

Sources said that he is
going to Malaysia to attend the
wedding of his friend’s daugh-
ter. While Siddaramaiah him-
self has clarified that it was an
earlier scheduled tour, the tim-
ing of his tour has led to spec-
ulation since the Congress is
internally under stress from its
legislators who are ministerial
aspirants.
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Top brass of the National
Conference has started

making rounds of Jammu,
ahead of Assembly polls, with
an aim to garner popular votes
in the region. 

After losing 2014 polls and
winning only three seats from
Jammu region, former Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah paid
little attention towards expand-
ing the base of the party across
Jammu region. 

Occasionally, he visited
frontier Rajouri and Poonch
districts and addressed public
meetings to stay connected
with their traditional voters but
largely speaking party made lit-
tle efforts towards strengthen-
ing the party base in the region.

With the emergence of
third front lead by Peoples
Conference Chairman Sajjad
Lone in Kashmir valley,
National Conference, is grad-
ually gearing up its poll
machinery across Jawahar tun-
nel to improve its performance
in the forth coming Assembly
polls.

Last week, party President
and Member Parliament from
Srinagar, Dr Farooq Abdullah,
tutored party workers and local
leaders in Jammu to remain
united and strengthen the
hands of the party candidates
than  stabbing them in the
back.  

“I will bury you in the
ground if you will not support
the party candidate during
crucial Assembly polls”, warned
Dr Abdullah. 

On Monday, it was the
turn of former state Chief
Minister, Omar Abdullah, to
motivate them to work towards
clinching majority votes in the
87 member legislative assembly.

Addressing a day long con-

vention of party functionaries
here at Sher-e- Kashmir
bhawan Omar Abdullah
announced the decision of the
party against forming any
alliance in the state. He said,
“We will go alone without
forging any alliance”. 

“A single party
Government alone can meet
the challenges confronted by
the State, adding that his party
will give a strong and stable
government at the strength of
the peoples’ massive support
and NC’s presence in every
nook and corner of Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh”. 

He also urged the workers
not to go on rumours of rota-
tion of reserved seats in the
Jammu region, as the Governor
had assured the party delega-
tion recently about no such
move under the consideration
of the government.

Exuding confidence about
massive victory, the NC Vice
President said Jammu and
Ladakh will have to hugely con-
tribute to the strength of
National Conference in giving
a responsive and accountable
Government.  

In 2014 National
Conference had won only 3
Assembly seats out of 37 in the
region. Party had won 12 seats
from Kashmir valley, recording

its lowest ever score in the state
elections so far. 

On the occasion he also
dared BJP to declare its chief
ministerial candidate for
Jammu and Kashmir ahead of
elections to Legislative
Assembly, saying it had lost face
and credibility among people of
Jammu by indulging in rhetoric
and false claims.

“The BJPs bravado to have
its own Chief Minister from
Jammu fell flat twice, first by
stitching alliance with 28-mem-
ber PDP in 2015 and later while
unsuccessfully attempting to
form the government by sur-
rendering before a party with
two MLAs from North
Kashmir”, Omar Abdullah said.  

Launching a scathing
attack on BJP, Omar said,”With
which face the BJP will now go
to the electors of Jammu in
upcoming elections, who know
that after seeking their mandate
they will again fall in the trap
and lap of a few MLAs from
Kashmir to share the power”. 

On the BJP’s communal
plank, the National Conference
Vice President said that an
atmosphere of fear and mis-
trust is being created across the
country. He said passions are
being generated over the issue
of Ram Mandir in Ayodhya
before the general elections.
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Researchers of Centre for
Advanced Studies in Marine

Biology (CASMB) at
Parangipettai in Tamil Nadu’s
Cuddalore district has developed
a new drug capable of curing
Type-1 and 2 diabetes as well as
having the potential to be an
anti-oxidant and anti-plasmodial
properties. “It can function as an
anti-cancer and anti-HIV drug,”
T h i r u g n a n a s a m b a n d a m
Ramanathanm  of the Marine
Sciences Department, CASMB,
told The Pioneer.

The surprising part of the
invention made by the research
team led by Dr Ramanathan is
that the drug has been devel-
oped from the fresh leaves of
mangroves which are quite
common along the shores of
estuaries adjoining the
CASMB.  Prof  Kathiresan , for-
mer head of the Department of
Marine Sciences, CASMB, was
the one who found out that
mangroves were effective in
mitigating the effects of tsuna-
mi waves which ravaged Tamil
Nadu coast in December 2004.

The CASMB and nearby
areas were saved from the dead-
ly tsunami waves because of the
thick growth of mangroves along
the Parangipettai shore and since
then the plant was a subject of
interest to Prof.  Kathiresan and
his colleagues. They planted
many varieties of mangroves
along the shoreline and it has
paid rich dividends now.

The extract from the leaves
of mangrove plants were tested
in rats administered with type
1 and 2 diabetes mellitus .It was
found that the rats responded

to the extracts from the leaves
of mangroves found along the
Parangipettai coastline. “These
mangroves were commonly
used ethnomedicinal plants in
the area. Our studies found that
the plant has hypoglycemic,
anti-oxidant, anti-cancer and
anto-HIV properties because of
the presence of alkaloids,
flavonoids and terpenoids,” said
Ramanathan .

According to Ramanathan,
diabetes mellitus patients can
have either Type 1 or 2 diabetes.
“Type 1 is characterised by
reduced  production of insulin
due to damaged pancreatic cells.
Type 2 diabetes is caused by
increased resistance to insulin
unction,” said Ramanathan. He
said the rats showed positive
results when administered with
extracts prepared from the
mangrove leaves.

It may take couple of years
for the drug to hit the market
as clinical trials are a time con-
suming process. “But we are
confident of developing a med-
icine from mangroves for dia-
betes,” said S Gurudeeban, one
of the researchers in the team.
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NCP president Sharad
Pawar Sunday accused

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis of giving
‘false’ promises to the Maratha
community over the issue of
reservation in government jobs
and education.

Pawar cited a reported
statement of BJP chief Amit
Shah and asked Fadnavis if he
will defy his party chief in
granting quota to the influen-
tial community.

The NCP leader said
Shah's had recently remarked,
while opposing quota to a
minority community in
Telangana, that the Supreme
Court has set a limit of 50 per
cent on reservation.

The SC limit will be
breached when the Maratha
reservation is implemented in
the state.

He was speaking at a con-
gregation of NCP workers and
office-bearers here.

Pawar said Fadnavis had
asked people to celebrate for his

government passing a law on
16 per cent reservation to the
Maratha community.

But Shah, according to
Pawar, said at a rally in
Telangana that any quota
beyond the SC-set limit will not
stand in court.

“When the president of
the party (BJP) says it (more
than 50 per cent quota) cannot
stand in court, why are you giv-
ing false promises to the peo-
ple of Maharashtra?” Pawar
said while hitting out at
Fadnavis.

The former Union
Minister said people in
Ayodhya are upset over the
decision to take over buildings
located near the disputed site
in the temple town.

“People are saying they are
not opposing construction of a
(Ram) temple, but are com-
plaining that in the name of
temple, there is an attempt to
destroy everything,”

Pawar, talking about pre-
poll unity of opposition, said
importance will have to be
given to regional parties on the

basis of their strength in their
respective states while deciding
on seat sharing.
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The UP Police agencies,
including Special Task

Force and Special Investigation
Team (SIT), probing the
Bulandshahr violence case are
reportedly focusing on coerc-
ing arrested armyman Jitendra
Malik alias Jeetu Fauji to own
up the killing of Inspector
Subodh Kumar Singh. 

On the other hand, it
appears that no serious effort is
being made to nab the accused
having allegiance to right wing

outfits as they are freely appear-
ing in television interviews
and uploading videos on social
sites, pleading their innocence. 

Even as four top police offi-
cers, including district police
chief of Bulandshahr were
shunted out as the Chief
Minister felt that the incident
was a well orchestrated con-
spiracy to disturb harmony, the
cops seem to be least bothered
on dropping the net on the
prime accused ostensibly due to
their right leanings.

Sources said that after pro-

ducing armyman Jeetu Fauji in
Bulandshahr court for the
alleged killing of the inspector,
the STF and local police
claimed in case diaries that the
accused had confessed to the
crime. 

Ironically, they failed to
produce the murder weapon
used by the armyman to kill the
inspector on the fateful day. 

Interestingly, the armyman
has denied his involvement in
the killing of the inspector. He
has said that he was present at
the spot but neither was he

involved in the violence nor did
he open fire at anyone. 

The team probing the case
sought custody remand of Jeetu
to grill him further and recov-
er the murder weapon but it
was overturned.

Sources said that all police
agencies were merely focusing
on Jeetu and were making lit-
tle effort to nab prime accused
Yogesh Raj, Shikhar Agarwal
and Upendra Raghav who have
connections with the right
wing organisations.
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Having boldly dissolved the
Jammu & Kashmir Assembly to
prevent horse-trading, and
repealed the Roshni Act, it is
hoped that Governor Satya Pal

Malik will continue with bold reforms and
not be intimidated by political parties. The
decision to make the largely State-owned
Jammu & Kashmir Bank a public sector enter-
prise was welcome, as was the reported plan
to review the issue of Permanent Resident
Certificate (PRC). Sadly, political outcry
forced a re-think on both issues, to the detri-
ment of citizens of the State.

The Governor reportedly asked the State
Administrative Council to examine changes
in the law for granting Permanent Resident
Certificates (PRC) to remove impediments
observed by the Revenue Department. The
PRC is issued to domicile citizens of Jammu
& Kashmir and Maharaja Hari Singh, who
created the concept of State Subjects, provid-
ed that those domiciled in the State for at least
10 years could become subjects. However,
Article 35A, added to the Constitution of
India by a presidential oder in 1954, empow-
ers the Jammu & Kashmir  Assembly to
define ‘permanent residents’, which has
made the PRC acquisition problematic.

Refugees who fled West Pakistan in 1947
are denied their legitimate citizenship rights.
While Article 370 gives special status to
Jammu & Kashmir, it also gives wide pow-
ers to the Governor. Unfortunately, the
December 1, 2018, move to review the process
of granting PRCs was fiercely opposed by the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), National
Conference and even the People’s Conference
of Sajjad Lone, with whom the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has aligned for the next
Assembly election. As the Supreme Court
reviews the legality of Article 35A, the BJP
should ponder the terms of its collaboration
with Sajjad Lone so that it does not compro-
mise (read sacrifice) its constituency again,
as happened under PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti. It is well-known that Rohingya illegal
infiltrators secured PRCs in Mufti’s regime.

Governor Malik’s decision to repeal the
Jammu & Kashmir State Lands (Vesting of
ownership to the occupants) Act, 2001,
(Roshni Act) is a desirable step. The legis-
lation was originally mooted to help farm-
ers, who were farming on State lands, to
legally acquire title to the same, but was
grossly abused by the elite to grab large tracts
of State lands. The State lost around
�25,000 crore that was to fund electricity
generation schemes (hence the name
‘Roshni’). In February 2018, the PDP tried
to unilaterally allow Gujjar-Bakarwal squat-
ters on forest land to become de facto own-
ers and ignored opposition from the BJP.

It would be appropriate for the Governor
to consider fresh delimitation of constituen-
cies and appoint a Delimitation Commission
to remove the regional disparity long suffered
by Jammu province, and also provide repre-
sentation to all reserved categories in the State
Assembly. It is pertinent to note here that the

Constitution of Jammu &
Kashmir, enacted in 1957, was
based on the Maharaja’s
Constitution of Jammu &
Kashmir of 1939, which was still
in force. After accession to India,
the State Constituent Assembly
was constituted under the 1939
Constitution, but Sheikh
Abdullah’s administration arbi-
trarily carved out 30 seats for
Jammu region and 43 seats for
Kashmir region and two seats for
Ladakh region. This regional
disparity became entrenched
thereafter: Kashmir (46), Jammu
(37) and Ladakh (four).

The last delimitation exercise
in the State took place under
challenging circumstances and
was finally accomplished by the
Justice (retd) KK Gupta
Commission in 1995, when the
State was under President’s rule.
As the Constitution provides for
delimitation every 10 years, the
next delimitation of Assembly
constituencies should have taken
place in 2005. However, in 2002,
the National Conference
Government froze delimitation
until 2026 by amending the
Jammu & Kashmir
Representation of the People
Act 1957 and Section 47(3) of the
Constitution of Jammu &
Kashmir. The amended Section
47(3) provided “that until the rel-
evant figures for the first census
taken after the year 2026 have
been published, it shall not be
necessary to readjust the total
number of seats in the Legislative
Assembly of the State and the
division of the State into territo-
rial constituencies under this
sub-section”.

This means the next delim-
itation can only take place after
Census 2031, unless the
Governor intervenes and recti-
fies this irregularity. The BJP,
Jammu & Kashmir National
Panthers Party, Jammu State
Morcha and even the Congress
have demanded the constitution
of a Delimitation Commission
to ensure a just number of seats
to each region. It is pertinent that
owing to the disturbed condi-
tions in the Kashmir region
from 1990 onwards, there has
been a huge migration towards
Jammu province, an exodus not
limited to the Kashmiri Pandits.
The concomitant rise in the
population of Jammu does not
reflect in Census 2011, which
lacks credibility among large sec-
tions of the people.

The Panthers Party
approached the High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir, urging that
stoppage of readjustment of the
extent and boundaries of electoral
constituencies adversely impacts
democracy, as enshrined in the
Constitution. On dismissal,
senior advocate Bhim Singh
approached the Supreme Court,
which also dismissed the appeal,
stating that Article 327 of the
Constitution empowers
Parliament to make laws regard-
ing delimitation of constituencies,
and Article 329A states that any
law relating to delimitation of
constituencies or allotment of
seats to such constituencies “shall
not be called in question in any
Court”. The Court said identical
provisions have been made in
Section 142 of the Constitution
of Jammu & Kashmir.

This failed to tackle the core
issue of arbitrary deferment of
delimitation. As a result, persist-
ing problems call for fresh appli-
cation of mind. As delimitation
follows a census, which records
demographic changes, it ensures
that the numbers reflect in the
composition of constituencies.
Deferment has created an imbal-
ance in the composition of var-
ious constituencies.

Moreover, the State
Constitution, under Section 48,
reserves 24 seats in the 111-
member Assembly for the area
under Pakistani occupation
(since 1947-48). Members of the
diaspora of Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir have been urging the
Centre to fill these seats by
nomination; West Pakistan
refugee families could also be
accommodated this way. With
Pakistan trying to incorporate
Gilgit Baltistan as a province to
safeguard the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, India must
assert its claim to the region
more forcefully before the inter-
national community.

Finally, Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes enjoy
reserved seats in Jammu
province, where rotation is over-
due, but are unrepresented in the
Kashmir valley. The backward
Gujjar-Bakarwals received
Scheduled Tribe status in 1991,
but have not received their share
of Assembly seats. These knotty
problems are best resolved under
Governor’s rule.

(The writer is Senior Fellow,
Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library; the views expressed are
personal)
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial,  “Careful with words”
(December 8).  Janata Dal
(United) leader Sharad Yadav is
a known rabble-rouser. He has
a habit of making distasteful
remarks. Earlier too he has
made controversial remarks
which have evoked strong con-
demnation from his rivals. It is,
however, sad that there has been
no change in his attitude. He
continues with his insensitive
comments.

Yadav’s recent sexist remark
against Rajasthan Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje is not only in
bad taste but reveals his patriar-
chal mindset that is unaccept-
able in a present times when
women are as much capable as
their male counterparts in terms
of executing tasks in every field. 

The Opposition, which has
always made a hue and cry over
remarks made any BJP member,
must not not rally around in sup-
port of Yadav. This would set a
bad precedent. It will embolden
rabble-rousers to sneer at women
at the drop of the hat in future. 

KR Srinivasan 
Secunderabad
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “A gaping hole” (December
10). The Supreme Court’s con-
cern over 14,926 deaths in road
accidents due to potholes in the
last five years shows the gravity
of the situation. It  even went to
whiplash various States and the
Union Government, stating that

the large number of deaths
caused due to potholes across
the country was probably more
than those who were killed at
border. What a shame! 

The apex court’s concern,
however, will not solve the prob-
lem. The problem will also not
end by holding the respective
authorities, like the Municipal
Corporations, the National
Highways Authority of India, or

the State road departments
accountable. To end this menace
we must strike at the root of the
problem: Corruption and the
unholy nexus between the con-
tractors and Government offi-
cials. It is a known now that road
contractors and employees work
in tandem, flouting even the
rules of the tender process and
overseeing the road-
laying/maintenance work.

Contractors often grease the
palms of the authorities and get
contracts worth crores even as
work completed by them is not
up to the mark. The need, there-
fore, is of political will to clean
up the entire system.

M Pradyu Thalikavu 
Kannur 
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Sir — I would like to extend my
heartiest congratulations to
Indian wicket-keeper Rishabh
Pant who finished with 11 catch-
es, and equalled the record for
most dismissals in a Test by a
wicket-keeper, sharing it with
England’s Jack Russell and South
Africa’s AB de Villiers. Pant
could have had 12 dismissals but
unfortunately, he dropped Lyon
in the 105th over off Bumrah. 

Before Pant, Wriddhiman
Saha held the record for most
catches in a Test match by an
Indian wicket-keeper. We hope
he continues to playing well
and makes the country proud. 

MT Khan
Secunderabad
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Thanks to nature’s inheritance,
perennial disasters are  the worst
holocaust humankind has been

facing throughout. Incidents of natur-
al calamities in the current decade, par-
ticularly the floods in Kashmir,
Chennai, Uttarakhand and now the
record-breaking flood fury in Kerala,
are incidents enough to expose our hol-
lowness in effectively combating the
menace.  They have raised serious ques-
tions about the efficacy of the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF).
Before we get into the nitty-gritty, it will
be pertinent to understand the geo-
graphical and environmental legacies
that we are confronted with. 

India is the 10th most disaster-
prone country in the world with 27 out
of 29 States and seven Union Territories
being most vulnerable. Out of a total

area of approx 32, 87,590 square km,
68 per cent is prone to drought; while
60 and 12 per cent are vulnerable to
earthquakes and floods respectively.
More alarmingly, it has been estimat-
ed that 30 per cent of all the world’s
landslides occur in the Himalayas.  

These figures are not sacrosanct
because, of late, due to global warming
and the El-Nino/La Nina combo phe-
nomena, global climate has undergone
drastic changes, resulting in unpre-
dictable situations. And on the seismic
front, the “Indian plate” that saddles
most parts of South Asia and South-
East Asia, has undergone a major tec-
tonic shift, making earthquakes a
more recurring phenomenon in the
region. From the earlier occurrence of
1:7 years during the 1950s, the frequen-
cy of tremors of magnitude five and
above on the Richter scale has now
gone up to 1:3 years. 

Concomitantly, man-made fury,
such as mass-scale deforestation, indis-
criminate construction of hydel projects
and unabated timber pirating have all
imbalanced the already fragile eco-bal-
ance. The looming threat cannot,

therefore, be wished away. Without
going into the matrix of men/materi-
al losses and political war games, we,
as a nation, must imbue cogent mea-
sures in preparing for the disasters.

It is a gospel truth that even after
a long hiatus since Independence, in the
absence of any centralised agency,
India has solely relied on the armed
forces to cope with natural calamities.
Thus, a need was felt to have a spe-
cialised nodal agency for Disaster
Management (DM). This led to the cre-
ation of  the National Disaster Response
Force, under the aegis of the National
Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA) in 2006,  with the charter  to
provide “specialised response to  threat-
ening disaster situation or the disaster”. 

At present, the NDRF has a
strength of 12 battalions drawn from
various Central Police Organisations;
each battalion designed to provide 18
rescue teams of 45 people each. In all,
216 teams are available. Prima facie,
keeping in mind the vastness, doubt
arises on its pan-Indian capability to
fight disasters. Next, the DM, besides
initiating immediate relief, is the explic-

it manifestation of  restoring  public ser-
vices, communication, provision of
medical and other administrative sup-
port. Sadly, the present organisation,
bereft of captive resources such as air
effort, specialised equipment and lack
of wherewithal to administrative  sup-
port, among others makes for a trun-
cated outfit. 

Without scratching the epochal
records any further, let us study the
recent Kerala floods which was the
worst in the century. Lest I sound sub-
jective and without taking away their
credit, the NDRF deployed 55 teams
with 38 boats that played a crucial role
in providing relief in affected areas. But
keeping in mind the magnitude, it dras-
tically fell short of demand. To plug the
void, axiomatically, the nation once
again looked up to the Armed Forces. 

True to their reputation of bailing
the nation out of crises, it launched
‘Operation Madad’ — by far the largest
rescue operation in the Indian history
— and inducted over 100 columns
(approx 80-100 personnel each), 10
Engineer Task Force, which were
backed up by 1,350 boats, 37 helicopters

and 21 transport aircraft. Additionally,
they took upon the task of providing
logistic support to the victims. Out of
the 23,000 persons rescued, around 660
were evacuated by the daringly spe-
cialised Winched up Rescue Missions,
while the ETF repaired/reconstructed
15 bridges and cleared 22 landslides.  

Similarly, unseasonal snowfall this
September led to the cutting off and
marooning of a number of habitats and
tourists in Lahaul and Spiti district in
Himachal Pradesh. Joint Army-Air
Force operations not only restored the
communication services but also
ensured safe evacuation of tourists.

The aforesaid analysis highlights
some glaring deductions. Keeping in
mind the challenges and vastness of our
country, the NDRF, with just 216
teams, is woefully inadequate, ill-
equipped and becomes abnegated of
handling the response independently.
At best, it is just able to provide ‘first
aid’ or carry out  peripheral tasks. Also,
even as the NDRF is around, the
involvement of the armed forces has
virtually remained unchanged. A point
worth pondering is: If as a last resort

we have to fall back on the armed
forces, then why not hand over the lan-
guid set-up  to them  and create a com-
posite response force under their aegis
comprising effective naval, air and spe-
cialised engineering support with cor-
responding representation from the
civil administration? 

This, besides encashing the inher-
ent effective ‘inter- services’ operational
coordination, would not only enhance
operability but also ensure sustained
relief operations and remove overlaps,
resulting in avoidable loss of resources.
The Army’s Corps of Engineers by
virtue of their role are best suited and
this organisation can be formed around
this core strength. The existing num-
ber of NDRF units is woefully inade-
quate, and apart from working out
detailed modalities, a fresh study on dis-
aster threat should be carried out to
enhance the response effort.  We may
consider raising specialist Territorial
Army Units in disaster management
that can be mobilised to provide addi-
tional support.  

(The writer is a retired Infantry
Officer with vast operational experience)
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The Right to Education has
now been accepted globally.
Sustained efforts are being
made nationally and interna-
tionally to bring every child

within the fold of universal education.
The global literacy rate of 86.2 per cent
bodes well. But this great achievement
also exposes the challenge of educating
57 million primary children who remain
out of school. In actual practice, this
number could indeed be higher. The task
ahead — to bring these children to
school — is really tough and has also
been articulated among the 17
Sustainable Development Goals identi-
fied by the UN General Assembly in
2015, to be achieved by 2030. 

Education is included as the SDG-
4. The global promise is to “ensure inclu-
sive and equitable quality education and
promote life-long learning opportunities
for all.” Considerable success has been
made in bringing children under the fold
of universal education. Making provi-
sions for schooling is necessary but that
alone is not sufficient. The Sustainable
Development Goals Report of 2018
indicated that more than half of children
and adolescents in schools worldwide are
not meeting minimum proficiency
standards in reading and mathematics.
It also indicated that re-focussed efforts
are needed to improve the quality of edu-
cation. Disparities in education along the
lines of gender, urban-rural location and
other dimensions still run deep. More
investments in education infrastructure
are required in less developed countries: 

“At the global level, participation
rate in early childhood and primary
education was 70 per cent in 2016, up
from 63 per cent in 2010. Lowest rates
were found in sub-Saharan Africa (41
per cent) and Northern Africa and
Western Asia (52 per cent). An estimat-
ed 617 million children and adolescents
of primary and lower secondary school
age worldwide — 58 per cent of that age
group — are not achieving minimum
proficiency in reading and mathemat-
ics. In 2016, an estimated 85 per cent
of primary school teachers world-
wide were trained; the proportion was
only 71 per cent for Southern Asia and
61 per cent for sub-Saharan Africa. In
the same year, only 34 per cent of pri-
mary schools in LDCs had electricity
and less than 40 per cent were equipped
with basic hand-washing facilities.”  

At present, sincere efforts are being
made by practically every nation to reach
the target of ensuring elementary edu-
cation to every child and provide equal-
ity of opportunity of access and success
to each one of them. It is a tough task
for countries that are facing acute eco-
nomic crisis and are facing severe defi-
ciencies in infrastructure and competent
human resources. UNESCO, too, is
making significant efforts to assist,

through international collaboration,
exchange of experiences and making
human expertise available wherever
required.  Challenges confront the pol-
icy-makers at the national level, as also
the agencies that coordinate and mon-
itor educational developments globally
in context of the right to education.  

The nature of  challenge, to bring the
remaining children within the fold of
education, changes as countries move
ahead on the ladder to total literacy.  In
India, in spite of all the problems, the
constitutional directive to provide free
and compulsory education to all children
‘till they attain 14 years of age’ was indeed
a very bold step. This set the tone.
During the initial stages, the priority task
was to convince parents how essential
education was to the future of their chil-
dren, particularly girls. Issues like gen-
der bias, segregation prevalent on caste
lines, social hierarchies and traditional
practices  had to be confronted with con-
siderable poise and sensitivity. Slowly,
every group of the populace realised  the
advantages of sending their wards to
schools.  

Consequently, a stage has been
reached wherein the system no more
needs convincing the parents — all of
them not only want their children to get
educated but education of good quali-
ty in good schools. There are certain
other factors that still make things
tough in dealing with the enrolment of
children in the bracket above 90 per cent
enrolment. As India marched ahead
from a literacy rate of about 20 to the pre-
sent of over 75, it has realised that it
requires far greater efforts to bring the
remaining children within the fold of
education than was necessary in earli-
er years.  In fact, in this bracket, parents
have little role as external and undesir-
able factors have taken over the fate of
their children.

Most children, who are still outside

the ambit of schooling, are victims of
child labour, migration of parents, child
trafficking, acute poverty and other such
issues. Considerable attention is being
given to liberate children from the
clutches of circumstances that force them
to become victims of unsocial and
nefarious practices. While estimates
differ, globally, over 200 million children
are engaged in child labour. In India, esti-
mates vary from 12 to 60 million. Even
in the most posh areas of New Delhi, one
could see children selling small items,
obviously being managed and monitored
by certain unscrupulous elements. The
same is witnessed at railway stations.  It
is a well-known fact that forced to work
in dirty, dangerous and unhealthy con-
ditions, making match sticks, tobacco
products and fire-crackers, children
are invariably exposed to health hazards
that could even be fatal. Many suffer on
many counts, including emotional depri-
vation and malnutrition.  

Further, deficient nutrition is a
major concern in India. Around 3,000
children die every day due to malnutri-
tion. Globally,  three million children die
of malnutrition every year. Overall, India
suffers from “serious levels of hunger”
and is ranked 103 amongst 119 coun-
tries on the Global Hunger Index.
Obviously this is a very challenging sit-
uation, implications of which are most
significant for children and their prop-
er growth and right to education.  

Considerable concern is being
expressed globally for migrant children
who are forced to leave their ancestral
lands. A majority of them are forced to
leave their home and hearth because of
hunger, poverty, ethnic cleansing, racial
discrimination, fundamentalism, inse-
curity and violence, among other prob-
lems.   

Recently, UNESCO’s Global
Education Monitoring (GEM) report
brought to fore details of the conditions

that children face in their new circum-
stance.  It states: “The right of these chil-
dren to quality education, even if
increasingly recognised on paper, is
challenged daily in classrooms and
school yards, and denied outright by a
few Governments…In the two years
since the landmark New York
Declaration for Refugees and Migrants,
refugees have missed 1.5 billion days of
school.”   The issue is indeed alarming.
Hence, the 2019 report focusses on
“migrant, displacement and educa-
tion” and as expected, highlights the
need for additional resources to coun-
tries that host most migrants and their
children. Problems are well-known as
they invariably arise in multi-cultural
classroom everywhere.  Most important
is the right of the child to education in
his own mother tongue. He/she also
needs familiarity with his/her own cul-
ture, heritage and history. Even under
tough conditions, initiatives must not
get dampened. Every effort must be
made by all concerned to put their best
foot forward to support requirements
of these groups of children. 

It is in this light that the Director-
General of UNESCO, Audrey Azoulay,
said: “Everyone loses when the educa-
tion of migrants and refugees is ignored...
increased classroom diversity, while
challenging for teachers, can also
enhance respect for diversity and an
opportunity to learn from others.” A
huge amount of Government resources
as also from donors will be necessary as
trends in immigrants show increase in
activity in the near future. 

Now let’s revert back to the nation-
al scene. Migrant children can be
mapped in practically every major city
of our country. Very often, one learns
about migrants from one State being
vandalised by elements of the host
province, resulting in avoidable misery.
One must remember how ‘Maharashtra

for Maharashtrians’   kept the migrants
from south India on their toes. Similarly,
the Hindi-speaking population in
Mumbai from north India frequently
become the target of parochial pride,
resulting in loss of personal and public
property, unnecessary disruption of
professional pursuits and negative
impact on the education of children.  

Just a couple of months ago, a crim-
inal incident that was highly deplorable
led to attacks on the migrant population
in Gujarat. There are several other
encouraging signs as well. Kailash
Satyarthi shared the Nobel Peace prize
for his work on liberating lakhs of chil-
dren from bonded labour. There have
been numerous local-level initiatives
that have been bringing excellent results
in their respective areas. Sandip Singh
runs a voluntary organisation in
Gurugram. Singh began this initiative
based upon his sensitive observation of
children from Rajasthan who were loi-
tering around. 

After a decade, Singh has success-
fully changed the lives of several thou-
sands of children by providing them
education. He was quietly working on
his own when others came to help him
voluntarily. Today, his organisation —
School Aapke Dwaar — is one major
attraction for children in slum areas as
also for their parents. One could find
several such initiatives at individual and
social levels. All they need is encourage-
ment and support from the people. But
India needs an effective organisation to
deal with the issues of children suffer-
ing on several counts, some of which
have been mentioned in this article. The
efficacy, or otherwise of the National
Commission for the Protection of
Child Rights, needs a thorough inde-
pendent scrutiny.

(The writer is the Indian
Representative on the Executive Board of
UNESCO)
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Market benchmark Sensex
buckled under heavy sell-

ing pressure on Monday, plum-
meting 714 points as investors
panicked over exit polls sug-
gesting the Congress giving a
tough fight to the ruling BJP in
state elections as also the
bruised rupee and weak glob-
al cues further dampened sen-
timent.

The BSE Sensex cracked
below the 35,000 mark, plung-
ing 713.53 points, or 2 per cent,
to close at 34,959.72.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty fell 205.25 points, or 1.92
per cent, to 10,488.45.

Exit polls for the recently
concluded assembly elections
have predicted a tight finish
between the ruling BJP and the
Congress in Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh and a win for
the opposition party in
Rajasthan, impacting trading
pattern on the domestic bours-
es in a big way.

Besides, a weakening
rupee, which hit 71.44 per dol-
lar intra-day, and fresh foreign

fund out-
flows fur-
ther pulled
the key
indices.

All sec-
toral indices
on the BSE
and NSE
ended in the
red, led by
realty, bank-
ing, metal,
p h a r m a ,
pharma and financial stocks.

Kotak Bank shares cracked
over 6 per cent after the bank
said it had moved the Bombay
High Court against RBI’s deci-
sion with respect to the bank
reducing promoter holding
using preference shares.

In August, Uday Kotak,
the founder and promoter of
Kotak Mahindra Bank, has
pared down his stake in the
bank to 19.70 per cent from
about 30 per cent following
issuance of preference shares.

Within few days, the
Reserve Bank said the stake
dilution by Kotak does not
meet its regulatory norms on
the same, something the private
sector lender contested.

Other top losers include
Reliance Industries, Asian
Paints, Tata Motors, Adani
Ports, Bharti Airtel, Sun
Pharma, L&T, PowerGrid,
HDFC, Axis Bank and Bajaj
Auto, falling up to 4 per cent.

Coal India and Maruti
were the only two gainers on
the 30-share index, rising up to
0.79 per cent.

Multiple factors impacted

the market sentiment as the
bears held complete control of
the market from opening till
the closing bell, said Joseph
Thomas, Head Research,
Emkay Wealth Management.

This was the biggest one-
day fall in the last two months
for both indices, falling up to
2 per cent, he said. 

On a net basis, foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) sold
shares worth �817.40 crore
Friday, while domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) were
net buyers to the tune of
�242.56 crore, provisional data
available with BSE showed.

Brent crude oil futures was
trading at 0.31 per cent down
at $61.48 per barrel.

Elsewhere in Asia, Korea’s
Kospi fell 1.06 per cent, Japan’s
Nikkei dropped 2.12 per cent,
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng shed
1.19  per cent and Shanghai
Composite Index tumbled 0.82
per cent.

In Europe, Frankfurt’s
DAX shed 0.67 per cent and
Paris’ CAC 40 fell 0.47 per cent
in early deals. London’s FTSE
too slipped 0.41 per cent.
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Shares of Jet Airways on
Monday cracked over 7

per cent after the credit rating
agency Icra downgraded the
airline’s long-term ratings.

The scrip, on BSE, fell
6.77 per cent to settle at �257.5.
Intra-day, it lost 7.67 per cent
to �255, its lowest during the
day.

Following the downtrend,
the stock tumbled 7.15 per
cent to close at �256.5 on NSE.
It had touched an intra-day low
of �255.1, a decline of 7.65 per
cent.

On the equity volume
front, over 19.5 lakh shares
were traded on BSE while over
84 lakh scrips changed hands
on NSE.

Jet Airways, in a regula-
tory filing Friday, said that
credit rating agency Icra had
downgraded the cash strapped
air-carrier’s long-term ratings
from ‘B’ to ‘C’. This has been
the second such action by the
agency since October.

Instruments with ‘C’ rat-
ing are considered to have
very high risk of default
regarding timely servicing of
financial obligations, as per
the agency.

The rating downgrade
considers delays in the imple-
mentation of the proposed
liquidity initiatives by the
management, further aggra-
vating its liquidity, as reflect-
ed in the delays in employee
salary payments and lease
rental payments to the aircraft
lessors, the agency said.
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Private carrier Jet Airways on Monday announced signing of
an agreement with Saudi budget airline Flynas to operate

codeshare flights in each other’s territories.
The codeshare pact is effective December 11, Jet Airways

said in a release.
Codesharing allows an airline to book its passengers on its

partner carriers and provide seamless travel to destinations where
it has no presence.

As part of the agreement, Jet Airways will place its market-
ing code ‘9W’ on Flynas flights between the gateway cities of
Dammam, Jeddah and Riyadh, thus providing its guests travel-
ling from India the ability to travel into Saudi Arabia via one
point and depart from another, the release said.

Jet Airways will also be placing its code via Dammam, Jeddah
and Riyadh to the Saudi Arabian cities of Medina, Gizan,
Gassim,and Abha, thus extending our reach into Saudi Arabia,
it added.

In turn, Flynas will offer its guests access into India by plac-
ing its marketing code ‘XY’ on Jet Airways’ international flights
connecting Jeddah to Mumbai, Riyadh to Mumbai and Delhi as
well as Dammam to Mumbai and Delhi, the release said.

Flynas will also place its marketing code on certain desti-
nations on the Jet Airways domestic network, via Mumbai to
Delhi, Kochi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and Lucknow as well as
via Delhi to Bengaluru, Lucknow, Chennai and Kochi, it added.

Bander Al-Mohanna, chief executive officer, Flynas, said this
partnership is an important step in-line with the airline’s expan-
sion and development strategy.

“Through such agreements, we aim to offer a continually
improved service to our passengers by adding more travel routes
and expanding our reach regionally and internationally, in par-
ticular to key markets such as India,” he added.
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Taneira, a saree brand from
Titan, on Monday launch

its store in South Extension -
1, New Delhi.  The flagship
store, spread across 7500 sq.
feet showcases an array of
handcrafted sarees from across
the country. The collection
ranges from Mugas from
Assam, Ikats from Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh and Orissa;
Jamdhanis from Bengal,
Chanderis & Maheshwaris
from Madhya Pradesh and a
vast collection of Tussars,
India’s indigenous silk.

Store also has separate
floor dedicated to bridal
trousseaus and is resplendent
with Banarasi silks including
the rare-to-find Raktambari,
Shwetambari, Gyasar and
Hazaar buti. This section also
showcases a wide range of rich
Kanjeevarams in myriad hues.

Speaking at the launch,

Bhaskar Bhat, Managing
Director, Titan Company
Limited said, “As a company,
we believe that sarees is a nat-
ural extension for Titan — we
have created design-led
lifestyle brands that enable
self-expression — Titan,
Tanishq, Fastrack, Xylys, Raga,
Skinn (fragrances) and now
Taneira. Similar to the jew-
ellery market when we began,
this 5000 year old category is
a large, unorganized market
and underserved in terms of
authenticity of the product.
Seeing the tremendous recep-
tion we have had in our pilot
stage of the business, we are
confident this venture will be
an opportunity for us to build
relevance and enable trans-
parency & authenticity for the
customer.”

The store has been
designed using purely natural
materials, handmade by arti-
sans across India.
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Japanese prosecutors Monday
formally charged Carlos

Ghosn with financial miscon-
duct for under-reporting his
salary and also served him a
fresh warrant on separate alle-
gations, meaning the tycoon

will likely spend Christmas in
a cell.

It represents a stunning
turnaround for the 64-year-old
Franco-Lebanese-Brazilian exec-
utive, a once-revered colossus of
the auto sector who won wide
acclaim in Japan for saving car
giant Nissan. In a move that sent

shockwaves through the busi-
ness world, the former Nissan
chairman was arrested on
November 19 on suspicion of
under-declaring his income by
some five billion yen ($44 mil-
lion) between 2010 and 2015.

Prosecutors on Monday
pressed formal charges on Ghosn
— and key aide Greg Kelly —
over this allegation, which both
men are said to deny.

The pair were also imme-
diately re-arrested over fresh
allegations that they conspired
to under-declare Ghosn’s
income by a further four billion
yen over the past three years.

Under Japanese law, sus-
pects can be re-arrested several
times for different allegations,
allowing prosecutors to question
them for prolonged periods — a
system that has drawn criticism
internationally. Monday was the
final day prosecutors could hold
Ghosn and Kelly, 62, before
either charging or re-arresting
them, and the fresh arrest gives
them up to another 22 days of
questioning.

In addition to charges against
Ghosn and Kelly, prosecutors also
indicted Nissan itself, as the
company submitted the official
documents that under-reported
the income. Nissan shares
dropped 2.90 percent to 945
yen in Monday trading and the
firm voiced “its deepest regret”
over the affair. The manufactur-
er said it would “continue its
efforts to strengthen its gover-
nance and compliance, including
making accurate disclosures of
corporate information”. The
Japanese firms in the three-way
alliance with Renault — Nissan
and Mitsubishi Motors — have
both sacked Ghosn as chairman.
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Shares of Kotak Mahindra
Bank tanked more than 6

per cent on the bourses after
the lender moved Bombay
High Court against RBI’s deci-
sion with respect to the bank
reducing promoter holding
using preference shares.

The stock plummeted 6.56
per cent to close at �1,198.15
on the BSE. Intra-day, the
scrip touched a low of
�1,188.8, a decline of 7.28 per
cent.

On the NSE, the stock fell
6.11 per cent to settle at
�1,201.5. During the trading
session, the scrip touched a
low �1,188, down 7.16 per cent
from the previous close.

In terms of equity volume,
over 1.9 crore scrips were
traded during the day.

On Friday, shares of Kotak
Mahindra Bank soared near-
ly 14 per cent intra-day amid
speculation that Warren
Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway
Inc was planning to pick up a
stake in the private sector
lender in a multi-billion dol-
lar deal.
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Sebi is considering steps to
strengthen the framework

for debenture trustees, includ-
ing raising minimum net worth
requirement for registration
of such entities and introduc-
ing e-voting provision to obtain
consent of the unitholders. 

The proposal is likely to be
discussed at Sebi’s board meet-
ing this week.

In order to secure the inter-
ests of debenture holders and
to enable debenture trustees
(DTs) to perform their duties
effectively and promptly in the
interests of investors, Sebi had
floated a public consultation
paper on the proposed changes
in October.

The board of Sebi may
make new framework for
debenture trustees based on the
public comments received on
the consultation paper.  

The proposed changes
include raising minimum net
worth requirement for regis-
tration of debenture trustees to
�10 crore from the current �2
crore. Further, a three-year
time would be given for attain-
ing this networth require-
ment. 

The new criteria will help
in restricting registration of
debenture trustees to finan-
cially sound entities. 

It has been proposed that
there should be no requirement
of calling for a meeting of
debenture holders in the event
of default by the issuer in case
of public issues. The DT can
directly enforce the security
without obtaining any consent

from the debenture holders.
Among others, it has been

proposed that DTs should dis-
close the nature of compensa-
tion arrangements with their
clients on their websites. The
disclosure include the mini-
mum fee that a DT will charge
and factors determining the fee
charged. 

Also, e-voting has been
proposed as a valid option for
obtaining the consent of deben-
ture holders wherever applica-
ble. 

A debenture trustee, in
market parlance, is a person or
entity that serves as the hold-
er of debenture stock for the
benefit of another party.
Debenture is a debt instrument
that is not secured by physical
assets or collateral.  

According to Sebi, there
have been cases of delay in
enforcing the security in the
event of default, which is detri-
mental to the interests of the
investors. 

Data received from the
Trustee Association of India
(TAI) indicates that DTs have
been able to enforce the secu-
rity successfully in around 35
per cent of the issues that
have defaulted in the past five
financial years, thereby build-
ing the the case for strength-
ening the framework for DTs
by Sebi. 

Under the proposal, DTs
should display on their website
the details of interest/ redemp-
tion due to the debenture hold-
ers in respect of all issues dur-
ing a financial year within five
working days of start of finan-
cial year. 
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Stretching is very important for flexibility, range of motion and
injury prevention. Incorporating stretching into your day rou-
tine is just as important as regular exercise. Even if you are a

regular at the gym, stretching can help your muscles to relax.
However, stretching too has its own rules. 
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You can stretch the muscles anytime of the day, virtually any-

where where you can find some space to spread your hands and
legs — when you wake up, before workout, before bed, or during
breaks at work. Simple stretching moves that you can perform sit-
ting on your desk not only breaks the monotony of work but also
rejuvenates your muscles. You can also practise yoga or surya
namaskar involving a series of simple yet synchronised movements
stretches the body in a balanced manner and can give a good start
to your workout regime and end heavy workouts like weight train-
ing or running.
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According to the American College of Sports Medicine, you

should stretch each of the major muscle groups at least twice a week
for 60 seconds per exercise. Stretching can help keep your hips and
hamstrings flexible even in your old age. Besides, it can also help
resolve issues created by poor posture or repetitive activities.
Stretching, especially the extended sessions performed in a slow
and focused manner (the ones in yoga or Tai Chi), augment relax-
ation and reduce stress. Stretching directly before bed will even give
you a more comfortable sleeping experience.
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Knowing how to stretch is very important. Avoid stretching

too vigorously, or holding a stretch too long or until it hurts. Static
stretching is probably the safest stretching method wherein you

stretch through a muscle's full range of
movement until you feel resistance but
not pain. You may extend stretching until
you feel mild discomfort, but if you feel
any pain, stop immediately. Always start
with mild exercises such as brisk walk-
ing, jogging in place, or riding a station-
ary bike for five to 10 minutes to warm
up your body and the muscles before you
move on to stretching. Avoid bounces
during stretching and make sure you are
stretching opposing muscles. 

You may do static stretches along
with active-isolated stretching and proprioceptive neuromuscular
facilitation (PNF). In active-isolated stretching, isolate one mus-
cle and stretch it by contracting the opposite muscle. In PNF, you
contract a muscle against resistance. You can also seek help from
your trainer. After the contraction, relax, and then stretch, while
your trainer pushes the muscle into a static stretch. 
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Back stretch:

�Stand with your feet shoulder-width apart and knees bent slight-
ly. Lean forward and place your hands just above your knees. Round
your back so that your chest is closed and your shoulders are curved
forward. Then arch your back so that your chest opens and your
shoulders roll back. Repeat several times.

Static Cat-Camel (arm stretch):
�Lace your fingers together and turn your palms outward of you.
Push your arms as far as you can, curving your back and shoul-
ders forward. Hold for 10 seconds. Now release your fingers, and
grab your wrists or fingers behind your back. Raise your arms as
high as you can behind your back without releasing your hands
so your chest opens and your shoulders roll back.
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Most liver dis-
eases are silent.
By the time the

symptoms appear, there is
already about 50% or more
damage done. In the absence of
timely detection and treatment, cirrhosis
(scarring) of the liver sets in, especially in
viral Hepatitis B and C. Apart from this,
in cirrhotic cases, tumor may develop any
time. In about 70% of the cases, cirrho-
sis leads to liver cancer, which is one of
the fastest growing cancers today.

An effective vaccination programme
plays an important role in preventing
HBV infection. It is known to decrease the
incidence of chronic liver disease and
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) or liver
cancer.

Some common symptoms of liver
cancer include loss of weight and appetite;
nausea or vomiting; enlarged liver and
spleen; pain in the abdomen or near the
right shoulder blade; swelling or fluid
build-up in the abdomen; itching; and yel-
lowing of the skin and eyes (jaundice).

Some tips from Heart Care
Foundation of India:

�Limit the use of alcohol and tobac-
co. If you can’t go for harm reduction

�Eat healthy and consume plenty of
fruits, vegetables, and whole grains. These
are rich in antioxidants and prevent the
formation of free radicals in the body.

�Aim to get at least 30 minutes of
exercise every day. This will not only keep
you fit but also reduce excess weight.

�Get vaccinated for Hepatitis B.
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Most of us tend to
overeat during festi-
vals and marriages.

This sometimes causes heart-
burn — that painful, burning
feeling in the chest or throat.
Here are a few tips that
can help:

The most
obvious cure for
heartburn is to
avoid overeat-
ing. This
means eating
small meals
rather than a
large one. Don’t
pile up your plate
with food. Serve
smaller portions.

Drinking alcohol and cof-
fee may also increase the sever-
ity of heartburn. Either totally
avoid them or limit the intake.

Mix two tablespoons of
apple cider vinegar with 100 ml
of water. Drinking little vinegar

will neutralise the acid in the
stomach.

Drink aloe vera juice  —
around one-fourth cup — just
30 minutes before a meal to
soothe the burn. 

Though some people
say that milk increas-

es heartburn. Some
people find that it
works wonders.
Drink fat-free or
skimmed milk.

Fennel seeds
or saunf is anoth-
er wonder spice

that helps. You can
either chew a few

seeds or soak them in
water and then drink this

for relief from  heartburn.
Basil leaves or tulsi can give

you instant relief as well. Eat a
few leaves or boil 3-4 leaves in
a cup of water and let it simmer
for a few minutes. Sip this fre-
quently.

This is the season of festivities
and marriages. We tend to

overeat which often leads to
acidity and heartburn. 

ROSHANI DEVI shares home
remedies without popping pills

Winter is the season of heart
attacks, especially early in the
morning, as the blood vessels

constrict at that time due to sympathet-
ic over activity and if the atmosphere is
full of smog the risk can even
double.

Recent statistics indicate
that India is home to the top
10 smoggiest cities by both
PM 2.5 and PM 10 measures.
The small particles of air pol-
lution, or PM 2.5, pose the
greatest threat to human respi-
ratory systems, according to the
World Health Organization. The larger
ones or PM 10 also have numerous
health effects. Winters bring low wind
speeds and increased humidity levels in
the air. All this in turn will lead to
worsening of the smog conditions since
the pollutants hang low and do not dis-
perse.

Air pollution is a reality today.
Several studies have demonstrated the
association of poor air quality with dis-
eases like respiratory and heart diseases,
global warming making it a major pub-

lic health problem of concern.
According to Dr Aggarwal,

who is also the Group Editor-
in-Chief of IJCP, said:
“Exposure to smog has
known adverse health effects.
Acute ill-effects may include

redness of eyes, coughing or
throat irritation, difficulty in

breathing. Smog can trigger acute
asthma attacks; it may even trigger a
heart attack, stroke, arrhythmia.
Children, elderly, patients with diabetes,
heart and lung diseases are especially
vulnerable to the adverse effects of
smog and so should take special pre-
cautions to protect themselves.”
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In today’s world, we encounter stress and anx-
iety at every turn. The nature of stress has also
evolved overtime. Earlier, a big financial loss

or personal calamity could lead to mental anguish
causing stress. These days, stress can be triggered
at any age and for deceptively simple reasons.
While problems, like too much or too little activ-
ity or workload, ambiguity and uncertainty in daily
tasks, feelings of isolation, unpredictability in
behaviour, strict timelines pressure and pressure
to perform in school or office, are a part and par-
cel of the life cycle of an individual, when all of
these problems happen simultaneously and fre-
quently, they tend to chip away at a person’s inner
peace, tranquillity and their self-confidence. 

A person in a constant state of stress is like-
ly to have low concentration, poor decision-mak-
ing skills, lack in appetite, is always exhausted and
displays erratic behaviour. This mental anguish
leads to intense physical and health repercussions
such as clinical depression, diabetes, hormonal
imbalance, anxiety disorder, heart disease etc. So,
it is very important to know the tools to control
and avoid mental stress. 

MEDITATION — Meditation can be a sim-
ple effective technique to control our emotions and
our reactions to situations. 

While it may seem hard to concentrate at first
and learn the art of the freeing of one’s mind and
letting go of all worries and problems, its been
proven to have miraculous results for peace of
mind since ancient times.

Meditation is like knowing your inner self. It
is making a very deep connection with your own
soul and being more sensitive towards yourself and
your surroundings. Meditation, contrary to the
belief do not need hours and can be done in as
less as two minutes with some extraordinary
results.

DIET— You become what you eat. Our body
is 70 per cent water which can be consumed as
liquid or through food. Effect of food we eat is
sooner or later going to manifest in our mental
and emotional health. Choosing right food com-
bination is essential for cognitive development of
human brain.

Shweta Diwan, leading dietitian and founder
of Slimage Diet Clinic, says: “Protein, carbohydrate
and good fat are all necessary for brain function
and development and maintaining a right mix is
very important. Even issues like diabetes or stroke
can be reversed just by making diet and lifestyle
changes.”

Certain foods boost overall immunity and
help in dealing with stress. A diet with plenty of
fruits and seasonal vegetable is considered to be
one of the best to fight stress. Protein source such
as cottage cheese, pulses or soya is also important
aspect of diet. Certain fish are rich in omega 3
which is essential for cognitive ability. Nuts like
walnut are also proven to be good for our brain.

The mind is a human being’s most important
asset and just like we service our car and clean our
house, we need to pay attention to our mind and
keep it clean and stress free.

Wellness coach Abhiit Manoharr from Aum
Sharnam says that through guided meditation,
Rapid Rejuvenation Technique (RRT) and bal-
anced diet, many people can benefit and keep
health issues at bay. 

“A holistic healing approach is the need of the
hour. It starts with body by correcting diet and
goes to mind and soul by providing guided med-
itation sessions, yoga and teaching other mind-
fulness techniques which can be applied to deal
with stress and anxiety,” he says.

BALANCE
BODY & MIND

The future of healthcare is
changing dramatically with
the advancement in medical

technology and is empowered doc-
tors to perform surgeries from far
away. One such pathbreaking
surgery was performed for the first
time in the world where doctors sit-
ting 32 km away did world’s First-
in-Human Telerobotic Coronary
Intervention. 

With the help of CorPath tech-
nology of Corindus Vascular
Robotics, Dr Tejas Patel, chairman
and chief interventional cardiologist
of the Apex Heart Institute at
Ahmedabad. This is world’s first
Percutaneous Coronary Intervention
(PCI) procedure performed from
Swaminarayan Akshardham temple,
located at a distance of roughly 32
km from catherization lab of the
Apex Heart Institute in Ahmedabad,
where the patient was admitted and
attended to by Dr Sanjay Shah. 

The success of this study paves
the way for large-scale, long-distance
telerobotic platforms across the
globe. 

Talking about the surgery, Dr
Patel, said: “The first-in-human
case of remote robotic PCI repre-
sents a landmark event for interven-
tional medicine. Cardiovascular

diseases, including stroke, are the
number one cause of death world-
wide resulting in nearly 18 million
deaths per year. The application of
telerobotics in India has the poten-
tial to impact a significant number
of lives by providing access to care
that may not otherwise have been
possible. I’m honoured for con-
tributing to this historic ground-
breaking research which is going to
earn a lot of glory and global respect
for my country.”

Telerobotic coronary interven-
tional platform has the potential to
dramatically improve patient access
for both elective and emergent per-
cutaneous coronary interventions
and stroke in rural and underserved
populations. It will reduce time to
treatment for emergent procedures
such as STEMI (ST elevation
myocardial infarction) and stroke,
and will also reduce variability in
operator skills and thus, improve
clinical outcomes. 

Mark Toland, president and
CEO of Corindus, stated:
“Cardiovascular diseases, includ-
ing stroke, are the world’s most sig-
nificant and undertreated clinical
problem due to limited access to spe-
cialised, timely medical care. As a
result of existing barriers to care,

including increased global poverty
and a declining number of trained
specialists, only a fraction of patients
worldwide receives life-saving treat-
ment, resulting in substantial death
or disability. We anticipate that our
technology will revolutionise cardio-
vascular disease treatment by pro-
viding specialised and timely med-
ical care to anyone, anywhere.”

To improve patient outcomes,
Corindus has pioneered the world’s
first remote telerobotic intervention-
al platform to deliver highly spe-
cialised and timely cardiovascular
care to underserved patient.

Following the success of FIH
telerobotic coronary stenting
surgery, the company plans to ini-
tialise commercialisation planning
for the system and expand its
interventional platform to address
stroke care.

Cardiovascular disease, includ-
ing stroke, are the number one
causes of death worldwide result-
ing in nearly 18 million deaths per
year. Geographic barriers, socioe-
conomic status and a rapidly
shrinking number of skilled special-
ists significantly hinders patient
access to timely, specialised cardio-
vascular care. 

This is especially of concern
during highly emergent medical
events, such as heart attack and
stroke, where ideal treatment must
be received in as little as 90 min-
utes or within 24 hours, respective-
ly, to avoid death or permanent
disability.
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	� Brown rice is a whole grain that contains three
parts of the grain kernel— the outer, fiber-filled layer called

the bran, the nutrient-rich core called the germ, and the
starchy middle layer called the endosperm. The outer,
inedible hull is removed. Brown rice are rich in proteins,
thiamine, calcium, magnesium, fiber, and potassium. For
those trying to lose weight or those suffering from diabetes, it
can prove a healthful staple given its low glycemic rating
which helps reduce insulin spikes.

It is rich in selenium which reduces the risk for developing
common illnesses such as cancer, heart disease and arthritis. One
cup of it provides 80 per cent of our daily manganese require-
ments. Manganese helps the
body synthesize fats. It
also benefits our
nervous and
reproductive sys-
tems. The natu-
rally occurring
oils are beneficial
for the body as these
healthful fats help nor-
malize cholesterol levels. The
fiber content of brown rice keeps bowel function at it’s peak since
it makes digestion that much easier. It is the perfect addition to
the daily diet for those seeking bowel regularity. In addition, it
also makes the tummy feel full which translates to smaller meal
portions. 
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British Prime Minister
Theresa May faces a fight

for her political life this week
in a parliamentary vote that will
decide the fate of her Brexit
divorce deal.

The beleaguered leader’s
splintered Government appears
to be facing a heavy defeat in
Parliament on Tuesday on the
draft withdrawal agreement
she signed with Brussels last
month.

The text defining terms on
which the island nation leaves
its main trading partner after
46 years is the most important
to face the House of Commons
in years. A big loss could spark
immediate challenges to May
from both within her
Conservative Party and the
Opposition Labour party.

It would also leave the tor-
tuous Brexit process in a state
of f lux — and raise the
prospects of a no-deal sce-
nario - less than four months
before the March 29 departure
date.

Media reports said May

was under pressure from her
cabinet to try to salvage the
deal by delaying the vote and
flying to Brussels to seek more
concessions ahead of a planned
summit with 27 fellow EU
leaders on Thursday and
Friday.

But Brexit Secretary
Stephen Barclay told the BBC
on Sunday: “The vote is going
ahead.” 

May’s team insists that her
vision offers the cleanest break
between the UK and EU that

Brexit supporters could hope
for at this late stage.

A rejection by parliament
“would mean grave uncertain-
ty for the nation with a very
real risk of no Brexit,” May told
the Mail on Sunday.

She also raised the spectre
of an early election and a pos-
sible return to power of the
opposition Labour Party for the
first time since 2010.

May said the prospects of
Labour leader “Jeremy Corbyn
getting his hands on power is
a risk we cannot afford to
take.” Newspapers have identi-
fied more than six current and
former ministers in May’s cab-
inet who are also ready to run
for her job should she falter
over the coming days.

EU supporters, meanwhile,
are pinning their hopes on a
European Court of Justice rul-
ing on Monday on whether
Britain’s parliament has the
right to unilaterally halt Brexit
in its tracks.

May would have a tough
job securing better divorce
terms acceptable to the
Northern Irish DUP party that

has propped up her
Government for more than a
year. EU President Donald
Tusk signalled that no conces-
sions would be made after
speaking to May by phone on
Sunday.

Yet Brussels also wants to
see May succeed and avert the
economic nightmare that could
unfold should Britain break
away without any arrange-
ments underpinning future
trade. European officials said
they might be able to find a way
to offer a token concession in
Brussels that May could take
back to London.

But they stressed that such
tinkering cannot alter the basis
of the withdrawal agreement
itself. The two sides might
“work on the (accompanying)
protocol or clarify a point that
is deemed important so that
she can take it back to parlia-
ment,” an informed European
source told AFP on condition
on anonymity.

May would then be expect-
ed to submit the touched-up
version for a second vote at an
unspecified date.
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The EU has already offered
Britain the “best and only

possible” Brexit divorce deal
and will not renegotiate it, the
European Commission warned
Monday on the eve of a vote in
the British Parliament.

“Our position has not
changed and as far as we’re con-
cerned the United Kingdom is
leaving the European Union on
the 29th of March 2019,”
spokeswoman Mina Andreeva
told reporters.

British Prime Minister
Theresa May spoke with the
president of the commission,
Jean-Claude Juncker, on
Sunday to give him “an update
on the state of play” as she pre-
pares to take the deal to par-
liament.

And earlier Monday, the
European Court of Justice ruled
that Britain has the unilateral
right to withdraw its plan to
leave the European Union if it
so decides before Brexit day at
the end of March.
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The UK can unilaterally can-
cel its withdrawal from the

EU without the permission of
the other 27 bloc members, the
European Court of Justice
(ECJ) ruled on Monday, a day
ahead of a crucial vote in the
country’s lower house of
Parliament on Prime Minister
Theresa May’s Brexit plan.

The ruling is likely to give
fresh impulse to calls for a sec-
ond Brexit referendum before
May submits her draft deal to
the House of Commons on
Tuesday. 

The MPs are widely
expected to reject her propos-
al, reports said.

The court in a statement
said: “When a member state
has notified the European
Council of its intention to
withdraw from the EU, as the
UK has done, that member
state is free to revoke unilater-
ally that notification.”

“That possibility exists for
as long as a withdrawal agree-
ment concluded between the
EU and that member state has

not entered into force or, if no
such agreement has been con-
cluded, for as the two-year
period from the date of the
notification of the intention to
withdraw from the EU, and any
possible extension, has not
expired,” stated the ruling
tweeted by the court.

The judges ruled that this
could be done without altering
the terms of Britain’s member-
ship. The court rejected argu-
ments from both the UK gov-
ernment and the European
Commission that Article 50,
the two-year-long process that
triggers a member state’s depar-
ture from the EU, could not be
revoked unilaterally.

The case was brought to
the ECJ by a cross-party group

of Scottish lawmakers. 
The court ruling matched

legal advice given to the court
last week by its Advocate
General Manuel Campos
Sánchez-Bordona, who said as
a sovereign country Britain
could reverse its decision even
at this stage. 

This legal decision is sig-
nificant because it means
Britain could prevent a no-deal
Brexit from happening if it
wanted, even if May’s deal is
voted down by MPs.

May, whose Conservative
Party executive wields a minor-
ity in the Commons, enacted
Article 50 on March 29, 2017,
meaning the UK is due to
withdraw from the EU on
March 29, 2019, with or with-
out a deal.

Some 52 per cent of the UK
electorate voted to leave the EU
in a referendum in June 2016,
although regions like Scotland
and Northern Ireland backed
remain. 

May lost her majority in
snap elections she called in
June 2017 in a bid to consoli-
date her Brexit mandate. 
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AUnited Nations conference
adopted a migration pact

in front of leaders and repre-
sentatives from around 150
countries in Morocco on
Monday, despite a string of
withdrawals driven by anti-
immigrant populism.

The Global Compact for
Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migration — finalised at the
UN in July after 18 months of
talks — was formally approved
with the bang of a gavel in
Marrakesh at the start of a two
day conference.

But the United States and
15 other countries either opted
out or expressed concerns,
with some claiming the pact
infringes national sovereignty.

Billed as the first interna-
tional document on managing
migration, it lays out 23 objec-
tives to open up legal migration
and discourage illegal border
crossings, as the number of
people on the move globally
has surged to more than 250
million. Describing it as a
“roadmap to prevent suffering
and chaos”, UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres
sought to dispel what he called
a number of myths around the
pact, including claims that it
will allow the UN to impose

migration policies on member
states. The pact “is not legally
binding”, he said. “It is a frame-
work for international co-oper-
ation... That specifically reaf-
firms the principle of state
sovereignty.

“We must not succumb to
fear and false narratives”, he
told an audience that included
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, Panama’s President
Juan Carlos Varela and Greek
Premier Alexis Tsipras.

Merkel launched an impas-
sioned defence of the pact and
multilateralism, saying her
country  “through Nazism
brought incredible pain to

humanity”.
“The answer to pure

nationalism was the foundation
of the United Nations and the
commitment to jointly search-
ing for answers to our common
problems,” she said.

The pact, said Merkel,
seeks to prevent, rather than
encourage, illegal migration. 

“This is about safe orderly
and regular migration — it says
(this) clearly in the title.”

On Friday, the US hit out
at the pact, labelling it “an effort
by the United Nations to
advance global governance at
the expense of the sovereign
right of states”.

$3�"�"���������
&������"
&���
�����	�

'������� ���������	�����������������4����
�	�("�$����	���5����������	����
��	���������$
������1�
����	�	�������	���(��	���"�	����$����	���5�����������
0�	����	�����������	������������#�����	������������������	���������	����
�����
����������("������	���������������������������������������������� � 

����� ����A�#4

Pakistan continues to har-
bour terrorists that turn

around and kill American sol-
diers, US ambassador to the
UN Nikki Haley has said,
asserting that Washington
should not blindly give
Islamabad even a dollar until it
steps up efforts to combat ter-
rorism. Haley, the first Indian-
American ever appointed to a
Cabinet position in any US
presidential administration,
said the US did not need to give
money to countries that wish
harm to America, go behind its
back and try and “stop us from
doing things”.

“...I think there should be
a strategic view on which coun-
tries we partner with, which
ones we count on to work
with us on certain things, and
move forward accordingly. I
think we just blindly allow
money to keep going without
thinking that this is real lever-
age. We have to use it,” Haley
told US magazine ‘The
Atlantic’.

“The one example I’ll give
you is, look at Pakistan. Giving
them over a billion dollars, and
they continue to harbour ter-
rorists that turn around and
kill our soldiers — that’s never
okay. We shouldn’t even give
them a dollar until they correct
it. Use the billion dollars. That’s
not a small amount of change,”
she said.

Haley will step down as the

UN envoy at the end of this
year. US President Donald
Trump last week nominated
chief State Department spokes-
woman and a former Fox News
journalist Heather Nauert as
Haley’s successor.

In October, Haley
announced that she was leav-
ing the post by the end of the
year. The 46-year-old former
South Carolina governor has
served nearly two years in the
post. She said Pakistan should
be told “you have to do these
things before we will even start
to help you with your military
or start to help you on coun-
terterrorism”.

Asked if she does not agree
that foreign aid can turn an
adversary into an ally, or can
make a country more favourable
than it would be otherwise,
Haley said, “no, I think it
absolutely can. I think that you
do have to use it as leverage”.

“I don’t think you should
blindly give it and then expect
goodwill. You have to ask for
goodwill and then give it when
you see good things happen,”
she said. 

Yerevan(Armenia): Armenia’s
acting Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan has won a landslide
victory in snap parliamentary
elections, results showed
Monday, cementing his author-
ity months after sweeping to
power in a peaceful revolution.

Pashinyan, a 43-year-old
former journalist, has pledged
to root out endemic corruption
and address widespread pover-
ty in the impoverished, land-

locked ex-Soviet republic of
three million people. With all
votes counted, the bloc led by
Pashinyan’s Civil Contract
party had taken 70.43 per cent
of the vote, the central election
commission said.

The Prosperous Armenia
party led by influential oligarch
and former arm wrestler 
Gagik Tsarukyan came a dis-
tant second with 8.27 per cent.
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Jerusalem: Israel on Monday became a full member of the glob-
al financial watchdog on money laundering and terror financ-
ing, officials said, after having previously been blacklisted by the
organisation.

Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked said that membership of the
Paris-based Financial Action Task Force (FATF) would make
Israel part of the group of countries “leading the global battle
against money laundering and terror financing.” AFP
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Bringing up a child can be
quite a task, especially if you
are a first-time parent. Just

when you are done with toilet-train-
ing, the responsibility of enrolling
your child in a reputed school
comes up. On top of that, you want
your little one to excel in extra-cur-
ricular activities. Sounds hectic?
Imagine, how it would be for the
toddlers who have just started mem-
orising the alphabet.

Getting top grades is no longer
considered sufficient; they need to
be good at things outside the class-
room as well. In fact, children now
hardly get any free time after school
as their schedule is packed. As
childhood becomes increasingly
competitive, parents often feel the
need to push their children beyond
their natural capacity. They are
constantly made to fear that they are
not doing enough to help their chil-
dren succeed in a cut-throat world.
This gives birth to a dangerous par-
enting trends that does more harm
than good to the young ones.

One such trend is helicopter
parenting, a metaphor to describe a
breed of over-controlling parents
who closely monitor and get
involved in every aspect of their chil-
dren’s lives. While the seemingly
innocent parenting style may
improve your children’s school per-
formance, it can have adverse effects
on their psychological well-being.
The trend is on the rise in India.
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Earlier, while academic perfor-
mance was a priority, one rarely
heard of parents who  were equally
invested in every little detail of their
child's life, like their extra-curricu-
lar activities, their relationship with
their peer group, their appearance
and more. 

A few years later, in the wake of
globalisation in the 1990s, the edu-
cation sector in India went through
many changes. Government schools
started losing their value with the
mushrooming of private English-
medium ones. These new schools
offered curriculums that were a bur-
den for little children as there was
an emphasis on focussing not only
on academics but also out-of-class-

room activities. This forced parents
to take up strict measures like lim-
iting unstructured playtime and
cutting social interactions, which
pushed their children over the edge.

While pinpointing the exact
time when this trend started catch-
ing on with Indian parents is not
possible, it was somewhere around
the early 2000s. Gen Y or millenni-
als were the first ones to be heli-
coptered, whereas previous genera-
tions enjoyed a rather carefree child-
hood in comparison.
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The admission policies of high-
er education institutions also con-
tribute to the rise of helicopter par-
enting since these colleges and uni-

versities look out for well-rounded
students who have multiple talents
along with high marks. Therefore,
Indian parents are leaving no stones
unturned to make sure that their
children grow up into over-achiev-
ers. As a result, helicopter parenting
has now become quite the norm in
the country.
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Being familiar with your chil-
dren’s lives is crucial, but a bound-
ary needs to be drawn somewhere.
Helicopter parents, however, don't
believe in these. From dropping
them off at numerous activity class-
es to finishing their projects, they are
virtually shadowing the lives of
their children. This unfortunately

results in children of such parents
failing to develop emotional and
behavioural skills of their own,
which is imperative for their over-
all growth.

It has been observed that chil-
dren of helicopter parents might
struggle to control their feelings and
impulses compared to their counter-
parts. Their inability to manage
emotions can cause problems in
schools and other outdoor settings.
In fact, helicopter parenting can
make children feel unprepared to
face the challenges of the real world.

There is a lot of research that
discusses the harmful effects of
helicopter parenting on young
minds. Some of the common issues
faced by helicoptered children are
anxiety, lack of mental resilience,
inability to make decisions and so
on. In extreme cases, these children
might crumble under pressure and
slip into depression and might have
other such complications.  
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There is a thin line between
being a supportive and a helicopter
parent. Make sure you are not
crossing that line. Keep a track of
your children’s day-to-day life
without being too intrusive. The
young ones are more capable than
we give them credit for and in most
cases, they can take care of their
own problems. One should ask
about their day, but not every
minute details.

Instead of expecting them to
beat everyone in the class, encour-
age them to develop a spirit of cama-
raderie by introducing fun game-
based learning methods. Give them
the time and space to discover what
they like doing and to take it ahead
on their own. Also, let your children
socialise with their peers so that they
learn interpersonal skills and the
importance of human values like
compassion, empathy,  being help-
ful  and love.

Ultimately, the happiness of
your children should determine
how successful you are as a parent
and not their exam grades or tro-
phies.

(The writer is a child 
psychologist.) 

Veteran actress Supriya Pathak,
who played an unwed moth-
er in Masoom and an

unschooled mom in Wake Up Sid,
knows that while she plays the char-
acter all the time, but each one is dif-
ferent. She says she tries to bring in
variations in her roles — and she
always finds them exciting.

She attained a cult status in the
country for playing Hansa Parekh in
the comedy franchise Khichdi. But
the audience also loves her work in
films like Bazaar, Goliyon Ki Raasleela
Ram-Leela and Delhi-6. While she
has played various characters during
her career that started in the early
1980s, one thing she accepts is that
she often gets to essay a mother’s role
in movies.

“I know that I play a mother all
the time, but each is a different kind.
Every time I get a role of a mother, I
try to find a different area, person or
milieu where I can put the mother...
that’s always exciting. That’s the age
bracket I am in, so that is the role that
I will get. It's me who has to make it
more interesting and find things to
do in it,” Supriya said. 

Even in Tigers, which released in
India last month on ZEE5, she plays
a mother. 

“I found the subject to be relevant
and an important issue to be brought
forward. I feel that cinema, if made
entertainingly with a certain mean-
ing, reaches out to a lot more people.
It makes them aware of issues or
things that help people to understand
what’s around them,” she explained.
“It was a kind of subject that need-
ed to be told,” she added about the
movie that tells the story of a sales-
man, who works for an internation-
al company that manufactures baby
formula products. When he discov-
ers that the products have killed hun-
dreds of children, he decides to
expose the company.

Directed by Oscar winner Danis
Tanovic, the film had premiered at
the Toronto International Film

Festival back in 2014.
“I feel that a film is made with so

much of hard work and if it doesn’t
see the light of day... that’s sad. As
actors we like our work to be watched
by people. That’s the reason why we
work and if it is not seen, it is upset-
ting. Now that it has come out, we are
happy,” said Supriya.

Tigers is not her first internation-
al film. She had also featured in
UNindian, which starred former
Australian cricketer Brett Lee.

Asked about working on an
international film, she said: “I learnt
a lot from the director (Tanovic). He
was very clear with what he wanted.
He taught me how to look at a char-
acter and be precise.”

The year 2018 also saw her
making her debut in Telugu filmdom
with Aravindha Sametha Veera
Raghava, helmed by Trivikram
Srinivas.

“I really enjoyed working with
the people. It was wonderful. My
director was a wonderful person. I
hope I get an opportunity to work
there again,” said the actress, who had
starred in the 1985 Malayalam movie
Akalathe Ambili.

“Those days, a lot of Hindi films
were made in south India. Then also,
it was much more organised than in
Mumbai or north India. My idea of
south (Indian film industry) was
always that it was more organised and
that attracts you because it has got
discipline. People are professionals
and, still, there is a kind of basic emo-
tion surrounding it and very work-
oriented,” said Supriya, whose moth-
er tongue is Gujarati.

She wants to experiment more as
an actress. “I am very fond of acting.
My only interest, love and passion is
acting. Wherever you put me, if you
ask me to act, I will be the happiest.
I am ready to explore any avenue, any
role. Anything given to me which I
feel I can do something with, I will
take it up,” said the theatre actress.
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It seems that after the big fat weddings
of Deepika-Ranbeer and Priyanka-
Nick, the traditional sari is making
a comeback and how. We do not need
Rekha to remind us of the gorgeous

Kanjeevaram being an irreplaceable piece
of couture. Younger actors are carrying on
the baton rather well with or without the
greatest sari proponent of them all, design-
er Sabyasachi. What is encouraging is that
the most stylishly turned out film actors
have embraced the sari as a cause celebre.
The latest to join them is Kangana Ranaut,
who is even endorsing a brand of yardage. 

Speaking at the launch ceremony, she
recalled that as a young girl she was fasci-
nated with her mother’s wedding sari. “I
would like to try and get hold of it. It was
kept in knotted shiny fabric and we looked
at it as if it was a treasure. We kept eyeing
it but were not allowed to touch it. When
we were 10-12, I asked my mother if I could
look at it and when she obliged, I felt all
grown up and special. It was an amazing
feeling,” she recalls. However, it was
only after some time that she
finally got to wear a sari.
“During a function in
my school I was playing
a character from
Ramayana and I took
a sari from  my moth-
er and completely
destroyed it but she
was very generous
about it,” says the
fashionista who can
be seen wrapped up
in the six yards
everywhere — from
the airport, to the
red carpet, includ-
ing at Cannes.

However, the
actor regretted
discovering
the sari
much later
in life.

“Unfortunately the sari was not very pop-
ular in Garhwal. “It was only when I trav-
elled a lot that I saw different attires and
silhouettes.  I discovered these as an artist
and realised that structured garments are
only for sometime. As a woman, when you
discover your freedom, you start to love the
sari and come to terms with the six yards
of the fabric,” she said. 

To a large extent it is the dichotomy that
the sari offers that has the actor enthralled.
“For the longest time, I could not under-
stand whether the sari was a conservative
attire or  was it sensual because it very del-
icately covers your curves.  You can expose
your back or cover your head and look like
a goddess. The  possibilities of the sari is
what attracted me as an artist,” she said
dressed in a Banarsi. 

What also added to the appeal was the
numerous possibilities that the garment
offers. “A sari could be 50 years old as you
have inherited it from your grandmother
but it could be new because of your
expression. You can wear it like  like a skirt
and tie the pallu around your waist or you
can let it drag behind like a trail as in a
gown. You can decide if you want to look

sensual or demure,” she said and added
that sari was like poetry so that all the
different forms of a woman whether it
is a mother daughter, sister, achiever
or a friend find expression in it. “It is
thousands of years old and a very
sophisticated expression of your per-
sonality. What I am wearing is what

was worn 5,000 years ago and we
have the responsibility,

towards this great piece of
art, to pass it on to the

generation that comes
after us,” she said. 

While social media
hashtags have promot-
ed the garment, it has
not had the desired
result, feels Ranaut as a
lot of weavers are still

suffering while many of
the handicrafts are disap-

pearing. “These were tra-
ditionally passed on from

one generation to another but
as these are not doing well, this is

not happening.”
Kangana believes that the sari is a real-

ly versatile garment. “It can be paired with
sneakers, worn at the airport, or while going
out  with friends for a brunch. The tradi-
tional sari is the most popular during pujas
and weddings but it does not have to be
restricted to these occasions. What I love
about the sari  is that it makes me complete-
ly feminine and also, it is a combination of
Egyptian gown meets skirt meets beauti-
ful drape,” said the actor who has about 40-
50 saris in her wardrobe, most of them
acquired over the last four to five years. 
 ��	�9� ������:����

The trailer of KGF has
been making waves
across the country. This

film with Kannada superstar
Yash in the lead has some
breathtaking visuals that have
even impressed the Baahubali
director SS Rajamouli.

The director spoke high-
ly about the superstar and
praised his work and said, “A
bus driver’s son has become a
top star in Kannada industry.”

Rajamouli also said, “I
was blown away by the visu-
als of KGF. They have some
original ones which have not
been copied from Hollywood
movies. The makers want it to
be a pan-Indian movie.
Merely spending a lot of
money wouldn't make it one.
The subject should be univer-
sal and that is what makes
KGF a real pan-Indian film.”

The director further
added, “They (Telugu audi-
ence) warm up to any good
film regardless of which
industry it is coming from. I
am really proud of my peo-
ple.”

The makers had to recre-
ate two specific eras at two
different places for the film,
which also included a lot of
VFX. This is Excel
Entertainment’s most ambi-
tious project and is is set
against the backdrop of the

Kolar Gold Fields in
Karnataka.

KGF features the story of
Rocky (Yash) who aims to win
the world and conquer the

bloodiest gold mine. It is
a period drama that traces
the history of gold mining

and the mafia running it in

the fields of Karnataka’s Kolar
region. 

The film has been made
in five languages including
Kannada, Tamil, Telugu,
Hindi and Malayalam. 

KGF traces the period of
glory of the gold mine and its
history. 

Starring Yash, Srinidhi
Shetty, Ramya Krishna,
Ananth Nag, John Kokken
and Achyuth Rao in the lead,
KGF is a Homabale Films
production directed by
Prashanth Neel, produced by
Vijay Kiragandur while Ravi
Basrur has composed the
music. 

KGF would mark Excel
Entertainment's first Kannada
venture and the production
house is elated to be associat-
ed with a mega ambitious
project as such. 

The period drama traces
the tenure of late 70s and will
be made in two parts. The first
of which will be titled KGF
Chapter 1 which is slated to
release on December 21.
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Along with the historic Chehre exhi-
bition, NGMA’s Roopantar has plen-
ty to explore and ponder over.

Director General Adwaita Gadanayak,
who completed two years of his tenure at
the NGMA, has amply proved that it is
important to have exhibitions that showcase
the archival strength of the repository of the
NGMA collection.

If six exhibitions in an entire year are-
anything to go by, it is indeed a testimony
to the insight and intensity of a vision that
wants to keep an eye on the past as well
bring forward the merit and vitality of
India’s sculptural sensibilities. Gadanayak,
an eminent sculptor who recently designed
the National Police Memorial, has a signif-
icant standing in the contemporary arts.
The reserve collection of the NGMA,
Roopantar, is a revelation. Gadayanak
believes that sculpture has not received
enough due and wants to correct that.  

��(( �	$! ��"! �	
“The sculptures represented here is a

step further to showcase the hidden trea-
sures of our reserve collection. It all began
with the exhibition titled, Itihaas, which was
NGMA’s celebration of its 63 years. The first
exhibition that happened after I took
charge as DG, NGMA. My quest has
always been to reflect the treasure trove of
the NGMA’s repertoire. This creative and
wonderful journey of representing the
treasures has continued with several such

exhibitions and Roopantar is one such
which I believe will take this journey to
greater heights. I present this exhibition as
a tribute to our modern masters and firm-
ly believe that this would generate greater
interest among people towards the legacy
of sculpture as a creative medium,” men-
tions Gadanayak.
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The exhibition has a lot of work to see

but it is the inclusion of a set of terracotta
sculptures that invites scrutiny and gaze.
The primary focus of figuratives in the show
merits an important observation related to
the origins of sculpture in the Indian sub-
continent. It brings back the spotlight on
“plastic art.” This first emphasis on vitali-
ty of the whole figure is important, because
it  characterises almost all the later art,
recalling  the ancient terracotta figures of
the hump bull exuding a forceful expres-
sion in the Indus Valley civilisation.  
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While small and quaint, it is the veter-

an sculptor Rajat Kumar Ghosh’s terracot-
ta work that stands as a symbol of sculp-
tonic identity and intensity. The beauty of
terracotta is its tactile qualities. Its textur-
al nuances that come to the fore. In one
image, the jewelled woman has in her hand
a little rabbit and at once it is a statement
of harmony and the beauty of sensitivity in
the telling of tale. 

Ghosh, a sculptor, a National Award
winner of the year 1984 has once been
famous. His unapologetic installation of the
Dalit king commissioned by the Bihar gov-
ernment as part of its centennial celebra-
tions in 2013 was proof of his mettle as an
artist, whose work was about the forgotten
heroes of history like the story of Hirni
Birni. His most famous work, Raja Shailesh,
the king of Dusadh community in ancient
Mithila, would greet visitors at Eco Park.

Ghosh, a 1978 alumnus of Patna
College of Arts and Crafts  made the stat-

ue of the Dalit king in 2012. It was on dis-
play during the Bihar Divas celebrations. It
was an ode to a Dalit king — raw and
unabashed — it wasn’t polite art.

Ghosh always maintained that Indian
cultural heritage was succinct in the narra-
tives presented by sculptures. In an interview
he once said, “Earlier, those at the helm of
affairs better understood art in terms of util-
ity as well, since the sculptures can preserve
and propagate the history and cultural tra-
ditions of a particular era, highlighting the
significance of visual art in life, society and

the nation. Sadly, authorities in many states
lack appreciation for artworks. My own cre-
ations installed at public venues in Bihar are
now in a dilapidated condition.” 
�%���	��$�	!�,,�$

Ghosh’s portrait of a woman with a rab-
bit unveils the communication of the
process of knowing that realistic narratives
inform and educate the creation in the
hands of a sculptor, it also seems to offer a
deeper experience to the onlooker, because
the creation of the expression and the ges-
ture of love both call upon all the faculties
in us to be alive to the processes in which
the artist is engaged. Ghosh’s single sculpt-
ed work talks to us about the aesthetic of
creative sculpture which opens up new areas
of awareness to the sensibility, as well as a
deepening of an inner life, thus drawing
attention to the intensity of an artist’s con-
sciousness, enriching emotions, and  the
refinement of understanding the integra-
tion of the human figure as an enduring
image.

There are other terracotta works too
like Seasonal Beggar by Panwar Govardhan
Singh and sculptor  Shyamal’s evocative
Untitled woman seated on a chair. Spanning
across diverse mediums and time frames,
the works Horse Head by Ram Kinkar Baij,
Frustration by M Dharmani, Chakraa by
Balbir Singh Katt, Seed by Nagji Patel, Figure
Lifting Foot by Leela Mukherjee and Putna
Wadha by Ishwar Chandra Gouta are
some of the key works on view and are cast
in different materials.

Cement as an art material has so
far been seen in sculptures and
3D installations but artist

Sitaram Swain has brought it into
paintings by making it into a pig-
ment. 

“It is a completely new material
to the practice. I have not seen any-
one else using cement for painting
material. Transferring it into a pig-
ment to make paintings is very new
practice,” he said. 

And what better material than
cement when trying to tell a tale of
the claustrophobic nature of urban-
isation. However, Swain has used
beauty to portray the concrete world
we live in rather than stick to a neg-
ative visual representation. Apart
from the greys and blacks there are
bright greens and  blues that denote
foliage and sky as well. 

“Cement itself carries a narrative
of urbanisation as it is the main ele-
ment to make any building or struc-
ture. The narrative and history of
urbanisation is within the material
itself so I don’t need to narrate any-
thing. Narrative artwork is always
about a historical element normally
but I want to focus on the present and
alive things in my surroundings,” he
said. 

He was recently at the
Glenfiddich Distillery in Scotland
having won the  ‘Emerging Artist of
the Year’ 2017. His solo show Grey
Areas showcased artworks that he
was inspired to create during and
post his residency. 

His aesthetic sense comes from
his native place, Odisha. So, temple
architecture and beautiful stone
encarvings,  and the whole range of

craftsmanship is very rooted within
me. My artworks have foliage and
skylines painted with the cement,
which is inherently within me from
the place I grew up,” he said. 

While in Scotland, its sublimity,
the beautiful sky and flora influenced
him. “It changed a lot within me.
Change is visible in the work I cre-
ated post the residency,” he said. The

chief takeaway for him surprisingly
was the sky. “Whether Scotland or
India, wherever I go it is the same sky
that connects humanity,” he said. 

Urbanisation has become an
important subject in the contempo-
rary art space. “We are all surround-
ed by concrete structures. What is dif-
ferent in my practice is that urbani-
sation, which can be alienating, has
been taken to a personal level. I
address food habits of urban people
and you will see the imaged of a skin
printed onto the works. The skin
images come from me and my fam-
ily members. I also portray how peo-
ple are living in urban areas and how
humanity is visible in a claustropho-
bic way in the city. However, I use
beauty to showcase these problems
since craftsmanship has been inher-
ent to my growing up,” he said. 

The young artist defines his
works as simplified and minimalist.
He uses lines, grids and geometrical
shapes, which are common elements
in urban places, like circles, semi-cir-
cles and rectangular elements. 

“Glenfiddich celebrates innova-
tion and experimentation across the
world. Since 2002, the Glenfiddich
Artists in Residence has been a
globally recognised programme,
where every year artists are selected
based on their talent and maverick
spirit, which is at the heart of
Glenfiddich. It is our constant
endeavor to encourage artists such as
Sitaram Swain with this unique and
experimental platform,” said Payal
Nijhawan, head of marketing,
William Grant & Sons India.  

(The show will be on view till
January 5th.) 

Limbs and face painted like the over-
whelming goddess Kali, the symbol of the
destructive energy of the sacred feminine,

Fiona Gardner, an Australian performer, has
merged the traditional with the experimental
in her new work named eponymously. 

The artist, who has been deeply influenced
by Eastern cultures, thinks that the West looks
towards India often. She also facilitated a
dance-parkour film working with refugees
from Afghanistan, West Africa and Nepal.

“Whether it’s hung on pin boards or in gal-
leries, played on iPods or in concert halls,
enjoyed on screens or in theatres, culture
comes in many forms,” believes Gardner, who
created a thematic, experimental dance that
was performed at the Delhi International Arts
Festival, (DIAF). 

She’s from a Western culture, doesn’t
know India deeply and yet attempted to rein-
terpret a Hindu mythological story. And it is
only through her art that she could have done
this, she believes. And DIAF was the perfect
platform for that. DIAF’s main aim is to re-
instill pride in the country’s rich cultural her-
itage and diverse aesthetic practices, while
simultaneously inviting artistes from across the
globe, like Fiona. DIAF is a “mélange of cul-

tures”, says the Australian dancer. “I think
Indian culture really does impact the world in
every manner. I definitely think that Western
culture has always looked towards the Indian
culture,” she said. 

The work emerged out of a dance trip to
India in 2011, and has been under subsequent
development for the past 7 years. 

Fiona says that her solo performance used
the traditional narrative of the Hindu goddess
to represent the female life force of creative
energy in a live experimental performance. She
says, “Traditionally Kali embodies the charac-
teristics of three female goddesses Lakshmi,
Saraswati, Paravati, relating to wealth, learn-
ing and power respectively. Together they rep-
resent the strength of a woman. It was a con-
temporary dance form which has taken this
narrative as a starting point to explore the con-
struction and ideological depictions of women
in social life.” 

It is partly correct to say Kali is a goddess
of death but she brings the death of the ego.
“As a sociologist, choreographer and performer,
my artistic statement is inclusive of how our
social construction impacts the nervous sys-
tem. In Kali, the research enquiry is how reli-
gious characters are constructed to represent

ideological depictions in social life for women.
Thus, it challenges the traditional symbolic
power of women’s identities portrayed in
Western popular culture that is the nurturer
of life vs the taker of life. It was an amazing
experience and  opportunity for me to present
Kali on an international stage that too in a
country like India. It was something that I have
never even thought of doing before,” adds
Fiona. The dancer also talks about one
sequence where she painted her face, hands
and feet, trying to challenge the  idea that a
women is defined by beauty. “It was very
grounded, organic and natural,” she says.

Fiona feels that art is something which
helps an artist to connect to the world. It’s
beyond boundaries and restrictions. For her
disparate art forms spread the flavour of cul-
tures across geographical boundaries. “It
would have been really hard to enter into those
avenues without the support of any art form.
I think through my dance I can talk about
everything. If I didn’t have an expression like
that how would I connect with the people on
a level that I’m able to do it now. Art isn’t just
a painting or a song or a form of dance, it is
an expression of emotion that cannot be felt
through just words themselves,” she said. 
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Adominant England sailed past New
Zealand 2-0 in the first cross-over
match to book their place in the quar-

terfinals of the men's hockey World Cup
here on Monday.

England scored through Will Calnan's
(25th minute) field strike and penalty cor-
ner conversion by Luke Taylor (44th) to reg-
ister the comfortable win.

England will face Olympic champions
Argentina in the first quarterfinal on
Wednesday.

World No 7 England were by far the bet-
ter side against New Zealand in the open-
ing two quarters, creating more goal scor-
ing chances than their ninth ranked oppo-
nents.

England had the first scoring chance in
the fifth when they earned their first penal-
ty corner but they failed to utilise the oppor-
tunity.

After a barren and eventless first quar-
ter, England drew first blood in the 25th
minute when Will Calnan deflected in a high
ball from skipper Phil Roper from the left
flank.

Two minutes later, a Liam Ansell strike
from close range went just went inches off
the target as England wasted a golden oppor-
tunity.

The Black Sticks tried to forge a come-
back towards the end of the second quar-
ter and in the 28th minute a Nick Ross' strike
from top of the strike was padded away by
England goalkeeper George Pinner.

Seconds later, England were awarded a
penalty corner but they failed to stop the
push and wasted the chance to go into the
breather a goal down.

England continued from they left after
the change of ends and secured back-to-back
penalty corners just after the resumption of
play but wasted both the chances.

The Black Sticks tried to bounce back
but they could find the net after entering the
England circle.

England earned their fourth penalty
corner just a minute away from the final
quarter and Taylor scored after David
Condon's initial try was saved by New

Zealand goalkeeper Richard Joyce.
New Zealand came close to reducing the

margin in the 49th minute but Stephen
Jenness' shot from inside the box was eas-
ily parried away by England goalie Pinner.

With two goals down, a desperate
New Zealand took out their goalkeeper Joyce
nine minutes from the final hooter for an
extra player but the move backfired as
England became the only team to earn two
penalty corners without a goalkeeper but
Cory Bennett put his body on the line and
took a heavy knock to keep England at bay.

In the final minute of the match, New
Zealand secured another penalty corner but
Pinner made a smart save to keep a clean
slate and keep intact England's record of
never finishing below eighth in the World
Cup. 
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France eked out a narrow 1-0 win over

debutants China in the second cross-over
match to advance to the quarterfinals.

The lone goal of the match came in
36th minute from the stick of Timothee
Clement.

France might be the lowest ranked
team in the tournament at 20, but they had
already shown the world that rankings
hardly have any significance by stunning
Olympic champions Argentina 5-3 in the
pool stages.

France will face two-time defending
champions and world number 1 Australia
in the second quarterfinal on Wednesday.

The Frenchmen started on a bright
note against world number 17 China and
took the early initiative by earning four
back-to-back penalty corners as early as in
the second minute but wasted all the
opportunities.

China made a subdued start to the
game and allowed France to dominate the
possession, relying mostly on their
counter-attacking ability to stun their
opponents.

In the 19th minute, a selfish play from

Charles Masson denied France a great
opportunity. After cutting inside the box
from the right flank, Masson, instead of
passing the ball to his teammate, went for
glory and hit straight at the body of
Chinese goalie Caiyu Wang from a tight
angle.

China came close to scoring in the 21st
minute but E Wenhui missed from close
range after Ao Suozhu controlled a long
ball over the French defence and made his
way into the circle showcasing 3D skills.

Two minutes from half time, France
were unlucky as Etienne Tynevez's deflec-
tion from a Jean-Baptiste Forgues pass hit
the crossbar.

In the never next move, the Chinese
goalkeeper once again came to his side's
rescue by keeping out Blaise Rogeau's
reverse hit from top of the box as the
Frenchmen failed to break the 'Great Wall
of China' in the opening two quarters.

China came out with more purpose
after half time and came tantalisingly close
to breaking the deadlock in the 33rd
minute but a sliding E Wenhui's deflection
from Zixiang Guo pass was parried away
by an alert France goalie Arthur Thieffry.

France finally broke the resolute
Chinese defence in the 36th minute
through Clement.

The move was started by Viktor
Lockwood, who got to the baseline with
a blazing run down the left flank and cut
back to Maximilien Branicki in the cen-
tre. Branicki unleashed a fierce reverse
stick at the far post which was deflected
by Clement into the net.

A minute later, China secured their
first penalty corner of the match but failed
to capitalise on it.

The third quarter witnessed three
penalty corners — one to France and two
to China.

In a desperate need for a goal to take
the match into shoot-out, China pressed
hard and earned two penalty corners in
succession minutes away from full time but
the French goalkeeper Thieffry was upto
to the task on both occasions to keep a
clean slate and ensure a last eight berth for
his side. 
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Liverpool must again rely on fortress
Anfield to inflict Napoli's first

Champions League defeat of the season if
they are to avoid the disappointment of a
group stage exit just over six months since
appearing in last season's final.

The five-time European champions will
most likely even have to win by two goals
if they concede due to Napoli's 1-0 triumph
when the sides last met in September.

Yet, such a scenario is nothing new for
Liverpool and even rekindles fond mem-
ories of similar permutations when they
hosted Olympiakos in the final Champions
League group game of the 2004/05 season.

Brazilian legend Rivaldo's early free-
kick left the hosts needing three
goals, which they got in dramatic
fashion in the second half as Steven
Gerrard's spectacular strike sealed
a famous 3-1 win four minutes
from time.

Inspired by Gerrard, the Reds

went on to win their last Champions
League title that season with a far inferi-
or squad to the one that is off to a club
record unbeaten start and top of the

Premier League after 16 games.
Overcome the huge challenge facing

them in midweek and Liverpool will again
be among the favourites to lift the
Champions League in Madrid next June.

However, in stark contrast to their
consistency in
the Premier
League, Jurgen
Klopp's men
have lost three of

their five European encounters in Group
C to put their chances of reaching the last
16 in serious peril.

There is some comfort for Klopp that
all three defeats came on the road to
Napoli, Red Star Belgrade and Paris
Saint-Germain, while Liverpool haven't
lost in 18 European games at Anfield.

The German coach also isn't as reliant
on an individual figure for inspiration as
Rafael Benitez's vintage 14 years ago
were on Gerrard.

The signings of centre-back Virgil van
Dijk and goalkeeper Alisson Becker over

the past year have drastically improved
Liverpool's defensive record.
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But the focus will be on Mohamed

Salah to produce the goods up front after
looking more like the player that scored
44 goals in his debut campaign at Anfield
with a hat-trick in a 4-0 win at
Bournemouth on Saturday.

Liverpool rode the free-scoring form
of Salah, Roberto Firmino and Sadio
Mane, who each scored 10 Champions
League goals, to reach last season's final.

Salah's weekend treble took his tally
for the season to 12, but the Egyptian's
only two goals in the Champions League
came in a routine 4-0 win over Red Star
in October.

Against a Napoli side that has only
failed to score in three games this season,
Liverpool may well need another two or
more from Salah or another source to
avoid a big European night at Anfield
falling flat. 
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Tottenham are sitting pretty in the
Premier League but face a potentially

season-defining match
against Barcelona in the
Champions League on
Tuesday.

Mauricio Pochettino's
men have amassed 36 points from 16
Premier League matches, with 12 wins,
leaving them in third place behind
Liverpool and Manchester City.

That they have managed that despite
playing in their temporary home of
Wembley and after a World Cup in which
so many of their players featured until the
final weekend, makes their achieve-
ment all the more impressive.

However, with City and
Liverpool in such rampant form,
few expect Spurs to win the
Premier League, putting
increased emphasis on their
match against the Spanish
league leaders in Group B.

Pochettino must some-
how find a way past Lionel
Messi's Barcelona to reach
the knockout stages but he
remains positive ahead of the
daunting trip to the Camp Nou
to face the five-time European
champions.

"We need to win and
deserve to win. The mentality
is going to be 200 percent to try
to win. We are going to arrive
in the best condition,
Barcelona are one of the best
teams in Europe." Spurs took
just one point from their first
three games in Group B, losing
to Inter Milan and Barcelona
and drawing with PSV.

But they beat PSV at home
and then scored late through
Christian Eriksen to beat Inter 1-
0 at Wembley, leaving them in
second place on seven points,
the same as the Italians.

With Barcelona already
guaranteed to top the group,
Spurs must match Inter's result
to guarantee progress.
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Pochettino has in the

past talked about how only
the Premier League or

Champions League title will take the club
to the "next level", even though the trophy
cabinet has been empty since 2008.

Spurs have played in the Champions
League for the past three seasons but they
cannot boast the pedigree or history of
Manchester United or Liverpool in
Europe's top club competition.

They have only progressed beyond
the Champions League group stage
twice, reaching the quarter-finals in
2011.

Barcelona, who beat Spurs 4-2 at
Wembley, have already made

sure of winning their
Champions League group for
a record 12th successive sea-
son.

Dauntingly for Spurs,
Barca are unbeaten in 28
Champions League home

matches and the Londoners
will not be encouraged by the fact
that the Spaniards have only lost
two home matches in 33 against
English opponents.

But Spurs themselves, with
a vibrant collection of attacking
players including Kane, Eriksen,
Dele Alli and Son Heung-min,
have won eight out of their past
nine fixtures in all competi-

tions and will be hoping that
Ernesto Valverde's side take their
foot off the gas.

Beating the Catalan club
would be particularly sweet for
Pochettino, a former player and
coach at Barcelona's city rivals
Espanyol. The Argentine earned

his first win as a manager in a
derby at the Camp Nou in 2009.
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Cristiano Ronaldo has urged
long-time rival Lionel Messi to

be more like him and push his lim-
its by challenging himself in anoth-
er league than Spain.

"I'd like him to come to Italy
one day. I hope he accepts the chal-
lenge like me, but if he's happy
there then I respect that," Ronaldo
told the Italian press on Monday.

The two strikers have been
rivals for the past decade winning
five Ballon d'Or trophies each
before their domination was bro-

ken by World Cup runner-up
Luka Modric last week.

Asked if he missed the 31-
year-old Argentinian, who has
spent his entire senior career at
Barcelona, Ronaldo replied: "No,
maybe it's him who misses me ...

"I've played in England, Spain,
Italy, Portugal and for my nation-
al team, while he's still in Spain."

"Maybe he needs me more...
For me, life is a challenge, I like it
and I like to make people happy."

"He's a fantastic player and a
good guy, but I don't miss anything
here. This is my new life and I'm

happy."
"I left my comfort zone and

took on this challenge here in
Turin, everything has gone well,
I've proven I'm still an incredible
player," said Ronaldo.

Ronaldo joined Juventus for
100 million euros ($114 million)
last summer as the Turin giants bid
to lift the Champions League tro-
phy after two runners-up finish-
es in the past four seasons.

To mark his 150 days in Italy
he gave interviews on Monday to
three leading sports dailies: La
Gazzetta dello Sport, Corriere

dello Sport and Tuttosport.
"I had different options. I

won't say which but I had them.
Juventus is a solid club. It has a
long history," he said of his deci-
sion.

"I knew the atmosphere in the
stadium. I'd played several times
in Italy. I like the city, the people
and the club. I knew it could work.

"I couldn't be 100 percent sure
I was joining the best club in the
world. After nine years at Real
Madrid it was difficult to compare.

"Now I'm 100 percent sure it
was the right option."
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Olympic Silver medallist
shuttler P V Sindhu has

been handed a tough draw in
women's singles but debutante
Sameer Verma will fancy his
chances of making it to the
men's singles knockout stage at
the BWF World Tour Finals
starting here on Wednesday.

Sindhu, who had finished
runners-up at the last edition in
Dubai, will have a tough task at
hand as she has been clubbed
with defending champion
Akane Yamaguchi of Japan,
world number 1 Tai Tzu Ying of
Chinese Taipei and United
States' Beiwen Zhang in Group
A.

Sameer, who defended his
title at the Syed Modi
International last month to
qualify for the $ 1,500,000
event at the last moment, has
been put alongside Japanese
world number 1 Kento
Momota, Indonesia's Tommy
Sugiarto and Thailand's
Kantaphon Wangcharoen.

The top two players from
each group will qualify for the
semifinals, after which a knock-
out draw will be conducted.

Only eight top players com-
pete in the prestigious season-
ending event.

Sindhu, who will be mak-
ing her third successive appear-
ance at the tournament, have a
9-4 head-to-head record

against Yamaguchi but she has
lost four times to the Japanese
in five meetings this season.

The 23-year-old from
Hyderabad also have found
the going tough against Asian
Games Champion Tai Tzu
Ying, who has beaten her in all
their last six encounters. The
last time Sindhu defeated Tzu
Ying was at the 2016 Rio
Olympics.

Against Zhang, Sindhu has
a 3-3 head-to-head record but
the Indian has lost twice in the
last three meetings, which
included a final defeat at the
India Open World Tour Super
500 tournament in New Delhi.

Sameer, who is the second
Indian men's player after K

Srikanth to qualify for the
tournament, will have a less dif-
ficult path to the semifinals. He
has a 1-1 head-to-head record
against both Sugiarto and
Wangcharoen. Sameer's main
worry will be Momota, whom
he has defeated en route to his
Swiss Open title but the
Japanese has emerged as a
indomitable force ever since.

Saina Nehwal has repre-
sented India at the prestigious
tournament — earlier known
as Super Series Final — seven
times, reaching the finals at the
2011 edition.

Indian mixed doubles pair
of Jwala Gutta and V Diju also
had finished runners-up at the
2009 edition. 
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India gave wings to their quest
for a maiden series win in
Australia with a 31-run victory

in the opening Test, their first in the
country since 2008, with Rishabh
Pant equalling a world record
along the way here Monday.

Chasing 323, the hosts were
bowled out for 291 in 119.5 overs
shortly before tea on day five with
Ravichandran Ashwin, Jasprit Bumrah
and Mohammed Shami taking three
wickets each for a 1-0 lead in the four-
match series.

This was the first time India won
the opening Test of a series in Australia
in 70 years.

Things went too close for comfort
for India as Nathan Lyon (38 not out)
and Josh Hazlewood (13) put on 42
runs for the last wicket and frustrated
the Indian bowling. The sparse crowd
at Adelaide Oval cheered every single
as the duo edged closer and the odd

boundary didn't help matters.
Finally, things came to a close as

Ashwin had Hazlewood caught at
second slip in the 120th over to regis-
ter India's sixth Test win on Australian
soil.

"It's important to stay calm. The
odds were stacked up against them as
soon as we got Pat Cummins out. I
wouldn't say I was cool as ice but you
try not to show it," Kohli said at the end
of the match.

Post lunch, India had a big early
breakthrough when Australian skipper

Tim Paine (41) played an unchar-
acteristic pull shot off Bumrah and
only managed to loop it up for Pant
to take an easy catch.

The visitors then were bothered
by two lower-order stands. First,
Mitchell Starc (28) and Pat
Cummins (28) put on 41 runs for
the eighth wicket and carried
Australia past 200 in the 89th over.

While Shami broke through
that partnership, things didn't ease

out. Pant could have had 12 dis-
missals but he dropped Lyon in the
105th over off Bumrah.

Four overs later, Kohli didn't make
any mistake at first slip as he helped
dismiss Cummins, albeit he was frus-
trated with his 31-run stand with Lyon.

In the morning session, India
removed Travis Head (14) and Shaun
Marsh (60) as Australia reached 186 for
six at lunch.

Starting from overnight 104 for
four, the Head-Marsh partnership
lasted only 7.4 overs before India

forced a breakthrough with the old
Kookaburra ball.

Head was the first to go, with
Ishant Sharma (1-48) bowling a sharp
bouncer that followed the batsman and
left him no room. The ball looped up
to gully where Ajinkya Rahane made
no mistake.

The duo had added 31 runs with
the onus now on Marsh and Paine as
the last recognized batting pair.

Marsh shouldered the responsi-
bility and scored his first half-century
in the fourth innings of a Test off 146
balls. It was his 10th Test half-centu-
ry overall.

He had looked comfortable at the
crease all morning, but Bumrah
removed him after the drinks break.

The big moment came as the ball
moved away just a tad and Marsh gave
the slightest of edges to be caught
behind in the 73rd over.

It was Pant's ninth dismissal in the
Test. He later equalled and went past
Wriddhiman Saha's Indian record for
highest dismissals in a Test (10) against
South Africa at Cape Town earlier in
the year.

Cummins then helped Paine play
out 10.5 overs, although he had a cou-
ple of hairy moments in the 74th over
off Ashwin. India wasted a DRS review
when they thought he had edged it.

Four balls later, a loud appeal for
caught at short leg was turned down
with Cummins reviewing it success-
fully this time.
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Captain Virat Kohli on Monday said he was not "cool
as ice" after the Australian lower-order's spirited resis-

tance delayed India's march to victory in the opening Test
here.

"These things happen in Tests, ups and downs
through a game. Odds were stacked against them. They
fought really well but we executed our plans well," Kohli
said at the post-match presentation ceremony.

Asked if he felt the heat, the India skipper said, "I
wouldn't say I was cool as ice but you just don't try to show
it. Jasprit was getting worked up in his last over but I just
told him to relax. Super proud (of the bowlers), to have
four bowlers and take 20 wickets is a great achievement.
Something that we haven't done in the past.

Kohli said India were "collectively better" in the Test
and hoped his batsmen would step up regularly after the
bowlers played a part.

"(It) shows us that if the batsmen step up regularly, we
will be gunning for a win in every Test match. Collectively
we were the better team and deserved to win," Kohli said.

It was Cheteshwar Pujara's century, which bailed India
out of a difficult situation on the first day, and the senior
pro contributed handsomely in the second essay too, scor-
ing 71 and attracting Kohli's praise.

Did he think the target of 323 was enough and Kohli
replied, "I think our lower middle order and lower order
could have done better. We could have added another 30-
35 runs more which could have taken the game totally
beyond Australia.

"So these are things that we have to think about going
to Perth but if someone had told me before the series that
I would be 1-0 up as soon we started the series, I would
have taken it with both hands."
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To hell with the nets," was what Ravi
Shastri said on Monday after a

memorable 31-run win in the opening
Test against Australia, the India coach
stressing more on resting his players.

Having suffered back-to-back
defeats in South Africa and England,
India began the Test series against
Australia in earnest, winning the open-
ing match Down Under for the first time
in over seven decades.

"We lost the first Test in England by

31, lost the first Test in South Africa by
60-70, so this is a very good feeling for
the boys to come out on top. When you
get off to a good start, there's belief,"
Shastri said.

The teams will be heading to Perth
for the second Test that starts on
December 14 and Shastri, who is con-
fident that the fast bowlers will have a
crucial role to play, hinted at ditching net
practice ahead of the clash.

"They have to rest up, to hell with
the nets. You just come there, mark your
attendance and get away to the hotel. We
know the Perth track is quick, it's a drop
in surface, there will be something
there for the fast bowlers."

A collective performance by the
four-man Indian bowling attack —
pacers Ishant Sharma, Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Shami and spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin — helped India
earn a 15-run first innings lead before
they completed a rare win in this part
of the world.

"The bowlers were brilliant in the
first innings, defending 250, the disci-
pline was magnificent. They've worked
on it, it's not come in overnight. As a
bowling unit, when you show that dis-
cipline, it doesn't matter which side you
play against. You will be successful,"
Sahstri said.
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Australian skipper Tim Paine found
the 31-run defeat to India "hard to

take" but said they will take inspiration
from their fighting fifth-day effort in the
opening Test and head to Perth with
"real belief ".

"It won't be any more difficult than
this is. Every Test match is a huge chal-
lenge and we've expected this series to
be an absolute arm-wrestle from the get
go," Paine said at the post-match press
conference.

"If you want to be a good team you
have got to be hard to beat and today
we were hard to beat, we made India
work really hard, I think we made them
work harder than they thought they
were going to have to work.

"We have picked the same team for
the first two Tests and we are going there
(Perth) with real belief."

Australia batted more overs than
India in this Test, yet ended up on the
losing side. Paine said this was an area
of improvement for the series ahead.

"Sitting back now it is a huge
opportunity because we didn't cash in
the first innings and didn't have batters
out there today when they were tiring.
Had we taken either of those chances,
we would have won this Test match, so
it's pretty hard to take.

It's a really key element for us, to get
lots of overs into them and I am sure

India are thinking the same with us.
They want to see our fast bowlers bowl
a hell of a lot of overs."

Paine underlined that they need to
get more runs from the top-order going
ahead.

"The batting conditions in first
innings were not easy. It was hard to
score. India bowled superbly through-
out, built a lot of pressure on us and we
couldn't quite get through those tough
periods," Paine said at the post-match
press conference.

"There were a number of reasons
why we lost. I thought we could have
cleaned them up on day one for 200-210
and we let that slip a little bit."

Australia were bowled out for 235
in their first innings, in reply to India's
250.

"Clearly we would like to score more
than 230 in the first innings in Australia
and there were other things along the
way. We need to tighten up."

Talking about the lower order's bat-
ting contributions, which almost proved
to be the difference between victory and
defeat, in both innings, he added, "The
lower order gets to face the bowlers
when they are a little bit more tired tra-
ditionally and that makes a difference.

"If we can get through tougher con-
ditions at the start we want our top six
batting. This Test we haven't been able
to get a set batter right through or a
number of batters right through."
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Adelaide done and dusted,
Indian captain Virat Kohli on

Monday warned Australia that
there will be no let up in intensi-
ty and the visitors will go for the
kill in the remaining three Tests.

"We can't be happy with just
one Test match. We will not be sat-
isfied with just one Test. Yes we are
happy about this victory but this
is something we need to build on.
We literally have nothing to lose,"
Kohli said.

India had come close to win-
ning the opening match at the
Adelaide Oval in 2014 before los-
ing by 48 runs.

"Four years back, it was 48
runs on the other side. This one is
way better — 31 on our side. It is
a great feeling - never taken lead
in a series in Australia, that for us
is a huge boost," Kohli said after
India notched up their sixth Test
win on Australian soil.

"It has given us the right
momentum to play in a big series
like this. We have had to work hard
for five days. The physical and
mental toil, and the emotion of it
all come together in a result, so it

is a very special feeling.
"Having never done it in

Australia, to take the lead first up,
is a good achievement on the
team's part, and something we are
looking to build on."

The Indian skipper also hailed
his four-man bowling attack for
scripting the victory.

"That's a very positive sign (to
take 20 wickets with four bowlers).
Especially with the Kookaburra, we

have not been able to sustain that
pressure long enough in the past,"
said Kohli.

"I think to pick 20 wickets with
four bowlers, away from home,
especially with a ball that does not
offer you that much is something
we can be proud of.

"Day one went against but the
way  Pujara brought us back into
the game, we didn’t let up again for
the remaining four days. This
time around we need to learn
quicker from mistakes," he added.

Kohli said that the key to using
four bowlers was to utilise them at
different stages, with spinner R
Ashwin bowling as many as 86.5
overs in two innings and picking
up six wickets.

"If Australia had been 50-4, we
would have gone with our strike
bowlers. The fact that we went with
Ashwin and Ishant was because we
had a template where they were
scoring at 1-2 runs an over maxi-
mum," he said.
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