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Leaders from as many as 21
Opposition parties, includ-

ing Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, former Union
Ministers Sharad Pawar,
Farooq Abdullah, Sharad
Yadav, and Left leaders on
Friday lent their support to the
agitating farmers sending a
strong message to ruling dis-
pensation and the BJP ahead of
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

Trying to project the event
as a show of strength of the
Opposition, Rahul said, “We
may have different ideologies,
but for the future of the farm-
ers and the youth, we are all
standing together on one stage.
We want to tell Modi ji and the
BJP that if we need to change
the laws, change the Chief
Ministers or even the Prime
Minister, we do that for the sake
of future of farmers. We will not
budge even an inch, you may do
whatever you want.”

The Gandhi scion, who
recently promised farmers’ loan
waiver within 10 days of com-
ing to power in the three poll-
bound States, trained his guns
at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi alleging that if �30,000
crore can be given to Anil
Ambani — an apparent refer-
ence to the Rafale fighter jet
deal — “why can’t loans of
farmers be waived”. 

Farmers from 24 States
joined the protest to press for
their demands, including debt
relief and remunerative prices
for their produce. 

Kejriwal alleged the PM
has “stabbed farmers in the
back” by not fulfilling the
promises made to them and
warned him that they would
“wreak havoc” in 2019 gener-
al elections if those promises
are not fulfilled. 

“The Government had
made a number of promises to
farmers in the last election
(2014), but it has not fulfilled
those promises. By not imple-
menting the Swaminathan
Commission report, Modi ji
has stabbed the farmers in the

back (kisano ke peeth mey
chhura bhonka hai),” he alleged.
He said the Union Government
should implement the report in
five months.

The Opposition parties
have been looking for oppor-
tunities in recent times to join
hands to stop the Modi jug-
gernaut in the next general
elections. All the leaders have
taken up the cause of farmers
and unemployed youths to
cash in on voters grievances.
The leaders also took up the
Ram Temple issue during the
farmers’ agitation. 

While Sitaram Yechury
said the BJP, Modi and the RSS
have only one weapon in hand
that is Ram Temple, Abdullah
too raked up the temple issue
and said Muslims are not
against Ram Mandir. 

“Muslims are not against
the temple. The hatred that is
being spread by the
Government that Muslims are
against the Ram Mandir is not
true. Whenever elections
come, these people remember

Ram. They (BJP) want to
divide India on communal
lines. We are 70 per cent
Muslims (in Kashmir) and we
will live and die for India. Your
worries are our worries and we
are standing with you.
Elections are coming, let us
stand together and not let
them divide us and let us
overthrow them,” Abdullah
said.

Addressing famers, Rahul
called for a farm loan waiver,
asserting that peasants are ask-
ing for what is due to them and
not a “free gift”. 

The farmers gathered to
press for their demands,
including debt relief and remu-
nerative prices, for their pro-
duce.
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Days after Prime Minister
Imran Khan renewed his

offer for restarting the stalled
dialogue process with India,
Army chief General Bipin
Rawat on Friday said Pakistan
cannot “stay together with
India” as long as it is an Islamic
state. He also said India has
taken the first step many times
and now it is Islamabad’s turn
to show some concrete action
against terror.

The Army chief made
these remarks while respond-
ing to Khan’s statement that
Pakistan will take two steps
forward if India takes one.
“There is a contradiction in
what they are saying. One step
from there should come in a
positive manner, we will see if
the step has an effect on the
ground. Till then our nation
has a clear policy-terror and
talks can’t go together,” the
Army chief said.

He said, “India has always
maintained that Pakistan-
sponsor terrorism was its “core

concern” and unless Islamabad
takes action to stop it, the dia-
logue process cannot be
resumed. In fact, External
Affair Minister Sushma Swaraj
made it very clear while reject-
ing Pakistan’s invitation to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to attend the SAARC
summit in Islamabad. She said
on Wednesday dialogue can
start ‘the moment Pakistan
stops terrorist activities in
India’.”

It is perhaps for the first
time that Rawat has expressed
an opinion about the religious
character of the neighbouring
country apparently responsible
for the strained India-Pakistan
ties. On earlier occasion, he has
always conveyed his concerns
over cross-border terror ema-
nating from Pakistan.

“If they (Pakistan) have to
stay together with India, then
they have to develop as a sec-
ular state,” Rawat said on the
sidelines of the Passing Out
Parade of the 135th course at
National Defence Academy.

“See this staying together,
staying separate, ispe Pakistan
ko apni andruni halat dekhni
hogi. Pakistan ne apne state ko
Islamic state bana diya hai.
Hum log secular state hai
(Pakistan has to look at its
internal situation. They are
an Islamic state, we (India) are
a secular state),” he said.
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India’s economy slowed to 7.1 per
cent in the July-September quar-

ter of the year from 8.2 per cent in
the previous quarter on the back
of a sharp drop in manufacturing,
agriculture and mining activities,
Government data showed on
Friday. 

The GDP growth in July-
September quarter is the lowest in
three quarters but better than 6.3
per cent in the same period of the
previous year, helping the coun-
try retain the tag of the world’s
fastest-growing major economy,
ahead of China. The GDP growth
had peaked to an over two-year
high in the first three months of
this fiscal, as consumption
demand moderated and farm
sector displayed signs of weakness.
The Indian economy had grown
by 8.2 per cent in the first quar-
ter of the current fiscal year that
began in April, according to data
released by the Central Statistics
Office (CSO) Friday.

The Government, naturally,
was disappointed but took com-
fort in the fact that the expansion
was “robust and healthy” when the
average rate for the first six
months of the current fiscal are
taken.

“GDP growth for second
quarter 2018-19 at 7.1 per cent
seems disappointing. 

Manufacturing growth at 7.4
per cent and agriculture growth at
3.8 per cent is steady. Construction
at 6.8 per cent and mining at -2.4
per cent reflect monsoon months
deceleration,” Economic Affairs
Secretary Subhash Chandra Garg
tweeted.

The growth during April-
September stood at 7.6 per cent,
which is “quite robust and healthy”,
he said. “Still, the highest growth

rate in the world”. The Ministry of
Finance said the Q2 has seen a rea-
sonable overall GDP growth.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has sum-

moned Robert Vadra, contro-
versial businessman and broth-
er-in-law of Congress president
Rahul Gandhi, in connection
with the money laundering
probe in the Bikaner land scam
case of Rajasthan. 

Vadra has been asked to
appear before the investigating
officer (IO) of the case next
week. This is the second sum-
mons to him for recording his
statement under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), officials said.

Vadra did not turn up
before the IO when the first
summons was served on him
earlier in November.

The ED had registered a
criminal case in connection
with the deal in 2015, taking
cognisance of a number of
FIRs and chargesheets filed by
the Rajasthan Police in con-
nection with the dubious land
deals by Skylight Hospitality, a
firm allegedly linked to Vadra,
in Bikaner. The local tehsildar

of Bikaner complained about
alleged forgery in the allotment
of land in the area, considered
sensitive due to its proximity to
the India-Pak border.

The ED has sought Vadra’s
presence for questioning him
about the operations of Skylight
Hospitality Private Limited,
which had purchased land in
the area. The agency is also
seeking to confront Vadra with
the statements of those linked
to him. 

The ED is also probing the
role of a major steel firm that
gave loans to a company that
bought the land from firms
linked to Vadra for a very
inflated price. The agency had
earlier raided the premises of
persons linked to Vadra, like
Mahesh Nagar. 
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ADelhi Court on Friday
convicted ex-coal secre-

tary HC Gupta in a corruption
case relating to allotment of
coal blocks in West Bengal dur-
ing the previous UPA regime at
the Centre.

Five others, including one
retired and another serving
public servant — KS Kropha
and KC Samria — were held
guilty for various offences
under the Prevention of
Corruption Act and the IPC.

Gupta, who was the Coal
Secretary from December 31,
2005 to November 2008, has
already been convicted before
in two other cases of coal
block allocation in which he
has been sentenced to jail for
two and three years respec-

tively. He is out on bail in
both the cases.

Kropha, who was then
the Joint Secretary, Ministry
of Coal, retired in December
2017 as the Chief Secretary of
Meghalaya. He has also been
convicted and sentenced to
two years in another coal
block allocation scam and has
been on bail.

Samria then held the rank
of Director in the Ministry of
Coal and is now working as
a Joint Secretary in Ministry
of Minority Affairs. He has
already been convicted and
sentenced to two years jail
term in another case and has
been out on bail.

All the convicted per-
sons were taken into the cus-
tody on the order of the
court.
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This is for boozers, illicit
liquor producers, traders

and suppliers in dry Bihar. For
the last five months, an army of
20 Labrador sniffer dogs is
being trained at Moinabad in
Telangana to detect liquor and
narcotics. The dogs are expect-
ed to arrive in Patna in the first
week of February and play
their role in implementing
total prohibition in Bihar.

Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar is unhappy with the
police and excise officials for
their slackness in catching the
big fish in this trade and, as he
said publicly, they were only
arresting drivers and khalasis of
the vehicles smuggling the
liquor from other neighbour-
ing States and Nepal. 

The admission of the CM
that liquor was being smuggled
in and home delivery was still
rampant has exposed the agen-
cies involved in enforcing total
prohibition. The home depart-
ment is now expected to pin
more hopes on canines than
the army of officials in bid to
satisfy Nitish, whose brain-
child total prohibition has
earned him bouquets and
brickbats alike.

These 20 dogs had been
purchased for �35 lakh when
they were six months old in
July last. Since then they are
undergoing rigorous training at
Moinabad under the supervi-
sion of professional. 

Bihar has also deputed 30
handler policemen there to
keep a close watch on their
training to sniff out narcotics

and liquor.
Additional Director

General of Police (CID) Vinay
Kumar said, “These dogs are

being imparted special training
to search and find out all kinds
of narcotics, liquor and spirit
even if they are buried deep.

They can also catch people who
have consumed even a little.”

Sources in excise depart-
ment said that in the first

phase, these dogs would be
deployed in border areas where
they would be on duty on
check posts with cops. They
will check the vehicles entering
Bihar from other neighbouring
States. The sources said this
would effectively check the
smuggling of narcotics and
liquor.

“For the first time, our
dog squads will have services of
sniffer dogs trained to catch
liquor and this will help us
effectively check the smug-
gling and smugglers,” said dog
squad chief Om Prakash
Srivastava. In Bihar only 10 dis-
tricts have dog squads.

Nitish suspects that police
and excise officials are hands in
glove with bootleggers and
that was the reason that they
were getting away. 
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Thousands of farmers from
across the country carrying

flags of different colours and
wearing their traditional dress-
es, including green turban and
kurta pyjama,  began their
march to Parliament Street
around 10.30 am on Friday. 

The farmers, who were
campaigning at the Ramlila
Ground since Thursday, con-
verged near Parliament Street
police station after they were
denied permission by the Delhi
Police to march towards
Parliament. Over 3,500 police
personnel were deployed on
the route of the farmer’s march
to maintain law and order.

Women protesters from
Madhya Pradesh performed
their traditional dance on way
towards Parliament. Some
other women were seen walk-
ing with photographs of their
dead husbands, who commit-
ted suicide due to farm distress. 

Widows of farmers, who
committed suicide after they
did not get adequate compen-
sation from Telangana and
Centre Government, were car-
rying yellow flags and human
skulls on their bodies.

About 1,300 members of
the National South Indian
River Interlinking Farmers
Association reached the
national Capital in the early
hours of Thursday and were

carrying seven skulls and
bones, said their leader P
Ayyakannu. 

He said the skulls and
bones were of the farmers
who committed suicide. Nine
farmers, without clothes, lay
down in front of the stage by
keeping bones on their bodies,
and demanded profitable price
for agricultural produce, waiv-
er of loans, interlinking of
rivers and pension for farmers
over 60 years.

Five Gurdwaras in the
Delhi region have extended
their help to the farmers. Also
students from various univer-
sities turned out in large num-
bers to lend support to the
farmers. 
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Recently, a huge literature
festival titled Valley of

Words concluded in the Doon
valley where one came across
a lot of “real” books and book
stalls. There was a wonderful
ambience that made one get the
old world feel and scent of
books. Visitors to the fest gath-
ered at the book stalls there and
chatted over cups of tea and
coffee with each other or with
authors present there. It was
heartening to see many young-
sters browsing and also buying
books at the festival stalls.

Whatever one may say

about the convenience of buy-
ing and reading books online,
there can never be any experi-
ence that can match being
amid real book shops, buying
real books.

I would like to share with
my readers my feelings about
what the conventional way of
buying a book has meant to me
and how important it has been
in my life.

Beginning from childhood,
being the daughter of parents
whose entire world was focused
on books, I was a regular visi-
tor to book shops in the Doon
valley. Natraj, English Book
Depot, Book World and some
other shops that were spread
over the town of Dehra (and
are still flourishing) were famil-
iar destinations for me ever
since I can remember. 

While my parents and
brother went around the shelves
to choose their books I would
be seated on a stool somewhere
to be kept out of the way.
However, I was fascinated by
the rows of colourful books and
would manage to get a couple

of comic books or fairy tale
story books in hand, requesting
my father to buy them for me.
He would tell me that I would
not be able to read them yet or
understand them (I was in
Kindergarten then). My insis-
tence would make him give in
and when we went home he
would read out the stories to me
and make me understand them
to the extent possible. The vis-
its to the book shops continued
as I grew up in the then idyllic
valley of Doon. As soon as I
entered these shops, I could
sense a scent of books which, I
am sure, all book lovers are
quite familiar with. It is a
unique scent–of books old and
new-of books fresh from the
press and of those whose pages
have yellowed with age. The
special atmosphere that a book
shop exudes always enchanted
me just as it does today.

There are some youngsters
these days who have never had
the good fortune of experienc-
ing this typical environment of
a book shop. Reading is not as
popular a hobby as it once was.

And even people who are fond
of reading have resorted to e-
books and online shopping for
real books. I find this trend a bit
sad and unnecessary too. What
prevents people, I often wonder,
from stepping into a book shop
near their home and browse
around real, actual books to
peep inside them, look into
their hearts and feel their soft
pages before deciding which
ones to take home. That is the
least, I feel, a book deserves. 

The cosy comfort that
books in a shop create with
their presence in large numbers
can never be felt through online
shopping for them. It is simply
not possible. There are many
book shops that offer you the
opportunity of sipping on cof-
fee and sitting in comfort while
browsing through the books.
One can meet many like-mind-
ed people there and get into dis-
cussions about favourite books
or favourite authors. 

It is a wholesome experi-
ence which we all need once in
a while in our hectic lives–to
calm us down, to make us get

off the roller coaster that life has
become for many of us these
days. Believe me, you will never
regret your visit to a book
shop. It is one of the most
soothing and pleasant things
one can do–a favour to oneself.

Recently, a few of my
friends were heard complaining
that life has become too
mechanical, people have
stopped seeing each other, vis-
iting each other, talking to each
other. I feel that it is true.
However, nobody else can help
change this for us. 

We will have to take a few
steps to turn back our lives to
somewhere near where it was
some years ago. Giving up our
reluctance to move out of home
and trying to make a bit of an
effort to go to meet our friends,
to visit the bazaar as we did to
choose from various things
before buying one, to step into
the good old book shops that
are waiting to welcome us with
their warmth and charm. Buy
online books but also, do not
forget the real book shops com-
pletely.
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The Veterans’ Rally earlier
scheduled on December 3

and 4 at Raiwala Military
Station has now been resched-
uled to December 7 and 8. The
rally would be organised under
the aegis of Garud Division of
the Central Command the
objective of which is to create
awareness among the army
veterans and the army widows
about the latest welfare schemes
rolled out by the Centre and the
State Government.

The Veterans Rally is like-
ly to be attended by some
senior officers of the district
and eminent persons besides
the senior army officers. 

A number of stalls would
be put up during the rally
from where the army veterans
can collect information about
the Pension Adalat dealing
with their pension benefits,
new pension schemes floated
by various banks, Army
Placement Node and Ex-
Servicemen Contributory
Health Scheme (ECHS) and
the like. The army veterans

would have interactive ses-
sions with the senior army
officers during the event. This
aside, a medical camp would be
organised where services of the
medical specialists would be
made available for the veterans
and their families. 

The army officers said that
a string of civil institutes is also
being incorporated in the rally
and added that the two-day
event would end with cultural

programmes. Elaborate and
extensive arrangements are
being made for the event, they
said. 

The army veterans and the
army widows should  carry all
the necessary identification
documents, including Pension
Payment Order, at the rally so
as to be able to derive full ben-
efit from the event being host-
ed for their welfare, said the
army officers.
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Pauri District Magistrate who
is also the district election

officer has directed the officers
concerned to conduct the by-
election to 86 vacant posts of
the gram pradhan, gram pan-
chayat member and chatra
panchayat in the all blocks of
the district as per the notifica-
tion issued by the State Election
Commission. 

The nomination of the
vacant posts would be filed
from December 1 to 3, the
scrutiny of the nomination
papers to be filed would be held
on December 4 and the with-
drawal of nomination would be
done on December 5 after
which the symbols would be
allotted to the candidates.
While the by-election would be
held on December 13 the
counting of votes would be
done on December 15. 

DM instructed the  return-
ing officers and the assistant
returning officers appointed
for the purpose of the spate of
the  by-elections to act impar-
tially and take all steps required
to ensure peaceful by-polls.

DM said that according the
notification of the State
Election Commission, the by-
elections for the vacant posts
spread over all the 15 blocks of
the district would be conduct-
ed. 

Giving the details, he said
that the by-elections for nine
posts of gram pradhan, 76
posts of the member of the
gram panchayat and one post of
chatra panchayat would be held
in the district. He said that  the
places where the by-election to
elect the gram pradhans would
be held are Thalli Gaon (Pauri),
Bhurpur Chota (Beerokhal),
Ghaikhal (Yamkeshwar),
Githoli (Paubo), Sundroli
(Reeknikhal), Sumari and
Khola (Khirsu) and Palkot and
Sangora (Ekeshwar). Besides,
the places where members of
the representative rural body
would be elected through the
by-elections are Nainidanda
(8), Beerokhal (18),
Yamkeshwar (14), Dwarikhal
(13), Kot (7), Pokhra, Thallisain
and Paubo (2 each), Duggada
(5), Jharikhal (4) and Ekeshwar
(1). 

The by-election to elect the
sole member of the chatra
panchayat would be held at
Chaanda under Thallisain
block.
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SPIC MACAY conducted a
violin performance by the

legendary violinist Padma
Bhushan N Rajam in the
premises of Mount Fort
Academy on Friday. She was
accompanied by Pt Vinod Lele
on Tabla and Prashant Mishra
on violin. 

Earlier during the circuit,
she also performed at
Rashtriya Anusandhan
Vidhyalaya, Instruments
Research and Development
Establishment, Doon Business
School, Selaqui, Lal Bahadur

Shashtri National Academy
of Administration Mussoorie
and Indian Institute of Remote
Sensing. 

The students attended the
violin performance pro-
grammes in a large number.

Visibly overwhelmed,
one of  the  s tudents ,
Meenakshi said, “The per-
formance has simply cast a
spell on me. It is the first ever
violin performance that I am
presenting in my life. It is
really enchanting. I will
attend more whenever such
programmes are held in the
city,” she said.

The world-renowned vio-
lin player N Rajam is the
recipient of countless awards,
including Padma Bhushan,
Sangeet Natak Academy
Award and Academy Ratna. 

Rajam learned music from
her father and practised raga
under the guidance of Musiri
Subramania Iyer and Pandit
Omkarnath Thakur. 

She was titled as the
“Singing Violin” by the music
lovers worldwide. 

Apart from a musical
career Rajam also served as
Dean of the Faculty of
Performing Arts at BHU.
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The sky in Dehradun
remained cloudy, though it

did not rain as expected on
Friday. The climate would
remain dry here on Saturday
too, though it might rain in
some districts like Uttarkashi,
Chamoli, Rudraprayag,
Bageshwar and Pithoragarh on
the day. The high-altitude
places in these districts might
also experience snowfall too as
per the weather officers.  

The residents of Dehradun
woke up to a cloudy morning
on Friday. They said they
expected rain as the meteoro-
logical department forecast
rain here under the impact of
the western disturbances.
“Rain eluded us, but things
were cool since the morning as

the sky remained mostly
cloudy. The sun rarely
appeared throughout the day,”
said a resident.

Another said that though
it was cool they were expect-
ing rain or at least drizzle. “As
it happens the real biting win-
ter arrives after it rains or driz-
zles. We hope it would happen
soon and we would have freez-
ing cold,” said another resident.  

The weather forecast for
Dehradun for Saturday is
mostly clear to partly cloudy
sky with possibility of mist
forming in the morning hours.
While the maximum temper-
ature is likely to be in the
neighbourhood of 24 degree
Celsius the minimum would
hover around 10 degree Celsius
in the city on the day, the Met
officers said.

In Dehradun, while the
maximum temperature settled
at 25.3 degree Celsius, two
notches above the normal, the
minimum was 11.3 degree
Celsius, three notches above
the normal, in the city on the
day.

As per the chart sent by the
weather department, in
Pantnagar, the maximum and
minimum temperatures were
recorded at 25.3 degree Celsius
and 8.9 degree Celsius, respec-
tively. In Mukteshwar, the max-
imum and minimum temper-
atures were recorded at 16.6
degree Celsius and 5.9 degree
Celsius. 

In New Tehri, the maxi-
mum and minimum tempera-
tures recorded were 17.4
degree Celsius and 7.8 degree
Celsius respectively.
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Members of Dehradun
based student activist

group Making a Difference by
Being the Difference (MAD)
congratulated Mayor elect
Sunil Uniyal ‘Gama’ on his
victory and urged him to
have a long term vision for
sustainable development in
Doon. 

MAD has been active on
environmental and civic

issues for about seven years
now and had also carried out
a campaign to elicit focus of
all mayoral aspirants prior to
the election. 

A team of volunteers had
reached out to them and
given a token gift of a pair of
gloves used in clean-up drives
and a plant sapling to those
who responded positively to
the meeting request. 

The ges-
ture was
meant to
remind the
aspirants to
conserve the
greenery of
Doon and to
e n s u r e
cleanliness-
two of their
m a j o r

responsibilities
that are often
lost out in vote
bank politics.
This handing
over was done
with both
Gama and the
Congress may-
oral candidate
D i n e s h
Aggarwal.

According
to the group
v o l u n t e e r s ,
when they had
met Gama, he
had smiled
while accept-
ing the token
and said, “first
let me become
the mayor”.
MAD has
often been at
log gerhe ads
with the
municipal cor-

poration of Dehradun leader-
ship and has often campaigned

on inaction on public proper-
ty defacement, vacant plots

becoming garbage hotspots,
encroachment on ravines, lack
of cleanliness and the choking
of the city’s drains and rivers. 

MAD plans to approach

Gama soon after his swearing
in and will demand a time
bound roadmap to address
each of the aforementioned
concerns.
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In view of the Kumbh Mela to
be held at Haridwar in

Uttarakhand during 2021, the
Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat met the Union Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley and
sought a one-time special cen-
tral assistance of �4570 crore
for the State. The Chief
Minister said that the Kumbh
Mela is slated to be held at
Haridwar from January to April
in 2021. 

During these four months,
more than 15 crore people are
expected to arrive here. The
Kumbh Mela will begin in
Haridwar from January 1, 2021
and all works related to
arrangements for this major

event are to be completed by
October 2020 under any cir-
cumstances.

During his meet with the
Union Finance Minister, the
Chief Minister said that various
works are to be undertaken on
a large scale for the conve-
nience and safety of people
who will be visiting Haridwar
during the Kumbh Mela. 

These works include infra-
structure related permanent
works like road
construction/improvement,

construction of ghats, facilitation
of potable water and electricity
supply, works related to main-
tenance of law and order, facil-
itation of adequate medical
treatment facilities, maintenance
of sanitation and proper garbage
disposal in the Mela area, devel-
oping temporary camps for
members of religious fraternity
and devotees, facilitating park-
ing space and other works. 

All these works are to be
completed without fail by
October 2020.

Rawat further said that
due to the State’s financial
resources being limited, finan-
cial assistance from the Centre
for the organisation of the
Kumbh Mela is essential. He
requested the Union Finance
Minister to make budgetary
provision of one-time special
central assistance of �4570
crore in the coming union
budget. 

Jaitley assured the Chief
Minister of all possible assis-
tance from the Centre.
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Former Union Minister and
MP Murli Manohar Joshi

stressed on efforts to protect
and preserve the Himalayas
with the possibility of China
taking advantage of any gap in
it looming large. He was
addressing the first convocation
of the Doon University here on
Friday. He said that Himalayas
are vital for the climate and
water availability for the whole
of South East Asia. Lauding the
decision of the Doon
University to open a centre on
the Himalayan studies, the vet-
eran leader and scholar said
that both the Centre and the
State Government should
ensure that the proposed cen-
tre meets the purpose it is
meant for.  

Expressing apprehension
over the model of growth-ori-
ented economics, he said that
as per the recent studies, such
model of economics leads to
concentration of capital in a
few hands and besides, it

wreaks havoc on the environ-
ment. 

Joshi also expressed con-
cern over the rising pollution
of the Ganga. Laying emphasis
on learning Sanskrit, he said
that the Uttarakhand
Government should ensure
that the students study Sanskrit
and some research is held on
the Sanskrit literature.

In her convocation address,
the Governor Baby Rani
Maurya said that the universi-
ties have great responsibility to
promote research work as per
the needs of the society and to
assist in the formulation of pol-
icy for overall development.
She added that the universities
are not a mere degree-giving
institutions but they play a
vital role in the overall devel-
opment of the society and the
nation. She said that role of par-
ents is paramount in shaping
the future of the students.

Maurya said that there is a
direct relation between the
growth of the State and the
number of the educated youths
living in it. The higher the
number of educated youth the
more the progress of the State
in social, economic and cultural
domains, she said.

The Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat
expressed confidence that
Doon University would soon
find a place among the best

universities of the country. He
on the occasion announced a
special grant of �5 crore for the
university. 

Stressing on the need of
good teachers, Rawat said that
the good teachers can com-
pensate the absence of library
or laboratory. “But nothing
can compensate a good
teacher,” he said.

The Minister of State for
higher education Dhan Singh
Rawat said that the State
Government is committed to
ensuring all-round develop-
ment of Doon University. 

He said that the university
has received a grant of �20
crore from RUSA for two con-
secutive years. The Minister
further said that convocations
would be held regularly in all
the universities of the State
from now on. He claimed that
the State Government is strict-
ly implementing the education
calendar in the State according
to which minimum 180 days of
studies are compulsory in a
year.

Famous folk singer
Narendra Singh Negi who was
bestowed with D.Lit during
the convocation said that it
amounted to honouring the
local languages of Uttarakhand.
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The Governor Baby Rani
Maurya as the chancellor of

the university conferred hon-
orary doctoral degrees to the
former Union Minister Murli
Manohar Joshi and the cele-
brated folk singer Narendra
Singh Negi. While Joshi was
conferred with Doctor of
Science (D.Sc) Negi was hon-
oured with Doctor of Literature
(D.Lit). 

In course of the ceremony,
degrees were awarded to 617
post-graduates and 380 gradu-
ates besides Ph.Ds to five stu-
dents who passed out from the
university since 2011 to 2016.

This aside, the Governor gave
away gold medals to 44 stu-
dents who excelled in different
fields.
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Despite the Doon University
administration having

gone all-out to make the first
convocation a grand success,
some students marred the seri-
ousness of the programme as

they were heard talking in
high volume. The same con-
tinued during the time Murli
Manohar Joshi was speaking,
something which left the uni-
versity administration embar-
rassed. 

Some university officers
tried to make the students to
keep quiet, but they remained
adamant on keeping the din on.
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In a gracious ceremony held
at historic Chetwode Hall of

Indian Military Academy
(IMA) on Friday, 37 cadets of
Army Cadet College (ACC)
were awarded degrees. The
ceremony was presided over by
the officiating Commandant of
IMA, Major General J S Nehra.

Among the Cadets who
were awarded degrees, 20
were from humanities stream
while while 17 belonged to
science stream. The cadets
were conferred degrees by the
prestigious Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi.

The Commandant, in his
convocation address, con-
gratulated the Course for suc-
cessfully completing their
challenging three years of
training at the ACC Wing. 

The principal of the Army

Cadet College Wing, Dr
Naveen Kumar while pre-
senting the college report
highlighted the high stan-

dards and commendable aca-
demic performance shown by
the Cadets of the graduating
course.

On the occasion, the
Commandant’s Banner to the
Champion Company was
awarded to 'Kargil Company'.
The Banner is awarded to the
Company which excels in var-
ious competitions like Sports,
Academics, Camps, Debates
and Interior Economy. 

The Army Cadet College
has a rich history of training
selected personnel from other
ranks of all three Services
who have the potential to
become officers in the Indian
Army. After three years of
training at the Army Cadet
College, the graduated course
will join the Indian Military
Academy for one year for
their pre-commissioning
Training.
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The End of Term Indoor
Club Exhibition-cum-

Competition that was held at
the Indian Military Academy
(IMA) on Friday showed that
the would-be officers of the
Indian Army are as adept in
soft skills as they are in warfare
and physical endurance.

The exhibition was inau-
gurated by Anita Jha, the first
lady of the Academy and wife
of Commandant of IMA Lt
Gen SK Jha.

The Chetwode building
was adorned with beautiful
exhibits of the Arts Club,
Photography and Wildlife and
Computer Club for the exhi-
bition.

As the Arts Club cultivates
and promotes creative arts
skills among Gentlemen

Cadets (GCs). the exhibition
showcased Glass, Oil and
Charcoal paintings along with
pencil sketches with
‘Monuments of IMA’ as the
theme.

In the Photography and
Wild Life Club, Cadets, exhib-
ited a very innovative display
of ‘Life Like Photographs’ with
catchy captions and write-ups.
The members of the Computer
Club, abreast with the latest
technology in the field of IT,
prepared data updating mod-
ule for respective companies
and automated the program-
ming of academic classes for
the Gentleman Cadets. The
projects were under-taken to
substitute the system of man-
ual feeding and reduce opera-
tional and work handling time,
the army officers said.

������	�%%�����	�%	���	+�����	$��
���	��	�����	��	��%�	�.����	��	���	���
��	���%���	���	�������	���������

���	� �-3&$�4.

Accusing the Bharatiya
Janata Party of blatantly

misusing the State Government
machinery in the recently con-
cluded urban local body elec-
tions, the Uttarakhand Pradesh
Congress Committee presi-
dent Pritam Singh averred that
the despite this the Congress
had performed quite well in the
polls.

Addressing the media at
the Congress Bhawan, the PCC
chief averred that despite the
BJP trying to influence the poll
results, the Congress had per-
formed better than the BJP in
the urban local body elections.
Of the 1064 posts of councillors
and ward members, the
Congress had won 423 com-
pared to the 323 won by BJP. 

In 53 of the 84 local bod-
ies for which the polls were
held, the Congress did not

field authorised candidates for
the posts of councillors and
ward members. 

However, a large number of
the independent candidates
who had won have stated in
writing to the Congress state in
charge Anugrah Narayan Singh
that they are Congress workers.

Reacting to the decision of
the State Government to also
open a Chief Minister’s office
in Nainital, Singh questioned it
and said that the Congress
opposes this decision.

He further said that the
State Government should clar-
ify its stand on the issue of
making Gairsain the State cap-
ital. 

Referring to the alleged
sting operation conspiracy, he
also questioned why the said
CD had not been made public
so far. Singh said that these
issues will be raised promi-
nently by the Congress in the
winter session of the Vidhan
Sabha slated to start from
Tuesday.
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Rebutting allegations lev-
elled by the PCC chief, the

Bharatiya Janata Party opined
that the allegations were a sign
of frustration of the state head
of a defeated party. The public
had once again rejected the
Congress in the urban local
body elections due to which the
party is baffled.

Reacting to the allegations
levelled by the PCC chief, the
BJP State media in-charge
Devendra Bhasin said that
these are nothing more than
bafflement the Congress is
experiencing. 

Ten days after the poll results
were announced, the PCC chief
now thinks of alleging that BJP
tampered with the counting of
votes. Ballot papers were used in
these polls but if EVMs had been
used, the Congress would have
alleged problems in the
machines. On the one hand,

Congress is counting the victo-
rious independent candidates
to claim highest number of vic-
torious candidates while on the
other hand it is accusing the BJP
of tampering. Bhasin stressed
that in fact the BJP had achieved
a resounding victory as the peo-
ple had approved the policies of
the BJP governments at the
Centre and State. 

The Congress is hit by inter-
nal bickering which is also one
of the reasons for its leaders lev-
elling odd allegations at the
BJP.

Further, by opposing the
chief minister’s decision to open
a camp office in Nainital, the
Congress has once again
exposed its anti-public mental-
ity. 

This development will be
very convenient for the people
of Kumaon region and is a sign
of the Chief Minister’s focus on
good governance and decen-
tralisation of power, added
Bhasin.
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The chief of army staff,
General Bipin Rawat

accorded his consent to the
State’s request for the army to
operate the Srinagar medical
college. 

Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat met the army
chief in the national capital on
Friday. 

During their meet, they
discussed the proposed oper-
ation of the Srinagar medical
college by the army. General
Rawat expressed his consent to
this proposal. 

A memorandum of under-
standing will be signed in the
near future between the State
and the army regarding the
Srinagar medical college.
Army off icers will  visit
Dehradun and discuss the
details of the MoU with offi-
cials of the State Government,
according to Government
sources.
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In an important move, the
Uttarakhand Government

has decided to set up a Chief
Minister’s office in Nainital to
have a better administrative
control over Kumaon region of
the State. 

Talking to the media per-
sons at Doon University here
on Friday, the Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat said
that the move had been initi-
ated for the benefit of the
people of Kumaon region who
perforce travel long distances
to reach Dehradun to have
their grievances addressed. 

He added that a secretary
level officer would perma-
nently sit in the office and cater
to the grievances of the people.

It is pertinent to mention
here that in the recent reshuf-
fle in the bureaucracy, the
State Government had induct-
ed the additional chief secre-
tary Radha Raturi and secre-
tary Ajay Rautela into the CM
Secretariat. 

Interestingly, Rautela also
happens to be the Kumaon
commissioner.
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The students seeking admis-
sion in the National

Institute of Technology (NIT)
Srinagar, Garhwal would have
to submit an undertaking that
they would not demand shift-
ing of the institute outside
Srinagar and would not take
mass leaves from the next aca-
demic session. 

On demand of shifting of
the institute, the students of the
prestigious college have been
on a path of agitation. 

The Minister of State for
Higher Education Dhan Singh
Rawat told The Pioneer here on
Friday that the demand of the
students is unjustified. 

On an emphatic note, he

said that there is no question of
shifting the elite institute out-
side Srinagar. “The Union
Human Resource Development
Minister, Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand and I have cate-
gorically stated that the institute
would not be shifted any-
where,’’ he said.

The Minister further said
that an inquiry would be con-
stituted to look into the con-
ditions under which the 300
acre of land allotted for the
institute had been rejected.
He added that  the
Government has also pro-
vided 122 acre of land at
Jaletha village to house the
institute.

The student agitation in
NIT had erupted on October
3 when two girl students were
hit by a speeding car on the
National Highway. The girls
had been on their way to the
lab from their hostel while
passing the bustling National
Highway. 

Following the incident,
the students had launched
an agitation, demanding shift-
ing of the institute to a safer

location in the plains. 
On October 22, the stu-

dents had taken an extreme
step of leaving the institute en
masse. 

The students had dis-
patched e-mails to President,
Prime Minister, CM and
Governor in which they
demanded that the campus
should be shifted to a place
which ensures their safety,
medical help, corporate expo-
sure and accessibility to tech-
nological advances as per the
standards. 

On November 28 and 29,
the NIT students  had also
held a protest meeting at
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi to
press for their demand.

Set up in the year 2010 in
Srinagar in Garhwal, the NIT
has been functioning from a
temporar y campus.  The
administrative block and the
labs are situated in the old ITI
campus while the students go
to the Poly-technique college
campus for classes. 

For hostels of students,
the administration has rent-
ed a hotel.
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Dehradun: A few days after
revoking the suspension of
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) officer Chandresh Kumar
Yadav, the State administration
has appointed him additional
secretary of urban development
and information technology.
He has also been made the pro-
ject director of Uttarakhand
Urban Sector Development
Agency (ADB). His suspension
had been conditionally revoked
earlier on Wednesday.

Yadav had been suspended
in the NH-74 land compensa-
tion scam during September. A
charge sheet had been filed
against him after his suspen-
sion. Yadav had submitted a
detailed explanation respond-
ing to the charges levelled
against him to the
Government, based on which
the suspension order had been
conditionally revoked. The
other IAS officer suspended for
alleged role in the NH-74
scam- Pankaj Pandey is still
under suspension. PNS
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal on Friday

said that  the State
Government would consider
the matter of taking the devo-
tees to Gurdwara Darbar
Sahib Kartarpur in Pakistan

on the occasion of 550th
Parkash Purab of Guru Nanak
Dev and the same would be
taken up with the Central
Government.

“The State Government
had earlier started two special
trains one from Ambala and
other from Sirsa to take devo-

tees for the 350th birth
anniversary celebrations of
Guru Gobind Singh in Patna
Sahib last year,” said Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
while presiding over the first
meeting of  State Level
Committee for the celebra-
tions of 550th Birth anniver-
sary of Guru Nanak Dev at
Kurukshetra.

He said that to commem-
orate the 550th birth anniver-
sary of Guru Nanak Dev in a
big way, a ‘yatra’ would be
organized covering those
places in the state which had
been visited by the Guru. 

“Such places have already

been identified in the state,”
he added.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
sought suggestions from the
members of the Committee
for the year-long celebrations
which will  continue ti l l
November next.

The State Government
has constituted a 100-member
organizing committee under
the chairmanship of Chief
Minister for celebrating the
550th Parkash Purab of Guru
Nanak Dev in the state.

Manohar Lal said that the
yatra would pass through dif-
ferent parts of the state.

He said that an App

would be developed soon on
which information about the
places visited by Guru Nanak
Dev along with year of his
visit, name of Gurughars on
those places would be made
available for the people. 

The Chief Minister said
that Guru Nanak Dev per-
formed an Aarti ‘Gagan Me
Thal’ in Jagannath Puri.  This
Aarti would be played at any
one big lake in the State
through light and sound sys-
tem. The name of the lake
would be finalized soon. 

Apart  f rom this ,  to
apprise the young generation
about the life and teachings of

Guru Nanak Dev, seminars
and competitions would be
organized in school, colleges
and universities as a part of
the year long celebrations,
he said.

While exhorting the peo-
ple to come forward and assist
the State Government in its
fight against the drug menace,
he said that de-addiction cen-
ters in the name of Guru
Nanak Dev would be opened
in the state.

He said that the State
Government has decided to
launch an extensive campaign
to keep the youth away from
drugs. Recently, he has con-
vened a meeting of Chief
Ministers of northern states to
evolve an effective mecha-
nism to deal with the problem
of drug menace especially in
northern states due to
increased smuggling of drugs
through Pakistan border, he
said.

The Chief Minister also

said that the Sikh Community
has always been in the fore-
front in serving the society.

Though Langar is
arranged by the Gurughars, in
case they want to start simi-
lar service at Chowks (round-
abouts) for the poor people,
the State Government would
provide assistance for the
same, he said.

He said that the State
Government has started an
‘Antyodaya Thali’ programme
under which food is provid-
ed to the poor people at nom-
inate rate of Rs 10.  The
remaining cost is borne by the
State Government.  

While referr ing to
Kurukshetra, Manohar Lal
said that it was the land where
Lord Krishna had delivered
celestial message of Gita to
Arjuna.  It was the first occa-
sion when scriptures (Shastra)
and weapons (Shastar)  
were used in the same battle-
field.
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Punjab Government on
Friday re-constituted

Punjab Pollution Control
Board. In a notable develop-
ment, Baba Sewa Singh
Khadur Sahib has been includ-
ed as the Board member,
replacing Padmashree envi-
ronmentalist Sant Balbir Singh
Seechewal.

Out of total 17 members,
four are non-official.

As per the notification
issued by the state’s Science,
Technology and Environment
Department, the Board is
headed by the PPCB chair-
man, with Principal
Secretaries of the departments
of Science, Technology and
Environment, Water resources,
Local Government, Industries
and Commerce, Agriculture,

or their nominee not below the
rank of joint secretary are its
members.

Besides,  Municipal
Corporation Commissioners
of Amritsar and Ludhiana,
GMADA chief administrator,
Chief Town Planner, PAU
vice-chancellor, Punjab Small
Industries and Export
Corporation managing direc-
tor, Punjab Water Supply and
Sewerage Board managing
director, among others are
also its members.

Among the four non-offi-
cial members, the government
has replaced Sant Seechewal
with Baba Sewa Singh, also a
noted environmentalist and
religious preacher, who is
heading the Nishan-e-Sikhi
charitable trust.

However, Sant Seechewal’s
removal has failed to go down

well as it came at a time when
the Sikh community is cele-
brating 550th birth anniver-
sary of Guru Nanak Dev, and
the padmashree awardee had
worked day and night to clean
Kali Bein — a rivulet of the
Beas in Doaba region of
Punjab — where the founder
of Sikhism, Guru Nanak, is
believed to have attained
enlightenment after taking a
dip, and led to the origin of
Sikhism’s mool-mantra ‘Ik
Onkar’.

It is believed that the move
came in the wake of Sant
Seechewal speaking against
the pollution in the Beas river
and death of thousands of
fishes after industrial effluents
were let off by a sugar mill
associated with Paramjit Singh
Sarna, the religious advisor of
Punjab Chief Minister Capt

Amarinder Singh
The Beas river pollution

turned out a major embar-
rassment for the Punjab
Government as the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) had
imposed Rs 50 crore penalty
on the authorities concerned.

Known as “Eco Warrior”
or “Eco Baba”, Baba Seechewal
was has been awarded Padma
Shri for social service and
rejuvenating Kali Bein, which
was reduced to a filthy drain
due to several dozen villages
and towns discharging sewer
water into it, into “Holy Bein”
as it is known today.

Since 2000, Baba
Seechewal has been cleaning
the highly polluted Kali Bein
with the help of a small team
without any government help
and has exhibited a rare exam-
ple of cleaning the water.

Baba Seechewal has
worked hard from running
public awareness campaigns to
uprooting water hyacinth him-
self, from evolving low cost
sewerage system to raising
funds, to beautification of
river bank with trees, bathing
ghats, and roads.

SAD CONDEMNS
CONG GOVT FOR
REMOVING SANT
SEECHEWAL

C h a n d i g a r h :
Condemning the Congress
Government for removing
noted environmentalist Sant
Balbir Singh Seechewal as
PPCB member, Shiromani
Akali Dal on Friday said that
it was especially painful that
religious personality who had
rejuvenated the Kali Bein
rivulet associated with Sri

Guru Nanak Dev had been
insulted in such a manner on
the 550th parkash purb of the
great saint.

The party asked the
Congress Government to
immediately reinstate Sant
Seechewal as PPCB member,
saying that this was necessary
to encourage public trust in
environment protection activ-
ities being taken up by the
Pollution Board.

“Sant Seechewal had
carved out a name for himself
combining self help philoso-
phy with the environmental
essence of Gurbani. He should
have been selected for special
honour during celebrations
of the 550th parkash purab of
Baba Nanak as he has cleaned
and rejuvenated the Kali Bein.
Instead of doing this, the
Congress government has

insulted Sant Seechewal and all
right thinking environmen-
talists by removing him as
member of the PPCB,” said
former minister and SAD
spokesperson Daljit Singh
Cheema.

Cheema said that the
Punjab Government was in
urgent need of Sant
Seechawal’s expertise not only
to clean its rivers but also its
village ponds. “However, it
seemed that the government
was in no mood to even listen
to constructive criticism....The
State’s bid to clean its village
ponds by using the Seechewal
method would also suffer with
the Sant not being associated
with the PPCB,” he said adding
that it was unfortunate as
many other States have adopt-
ed the Seechewal method to
clean its rivers and ponds.
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The second day of the ongo-
ing Military Carnival

being held here in run-up to
the much awaited Military
Literature Festival 2018saw
sound and light show along
with equestrian and polo
events lined up on Friday. 

The three-day Carnival is
aimed at fostering a feeling of
patriotism amongst youngsters
while offering them a peep into
the Army culture and legacy.

Inspired by Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh's book `Saragarhi and
the Defence of the Samana
Forts: The 36th Sikhs in the
Tirah Campaign 1897-98’, on
the historic battle, the syn-
chronized fusion of Light and
Sound show brought alive the
Battle of Saragarhi against the
backdrop of a digital set, show-
cased on a 50 feet LED screen. 

The most famous Last
Stand etched in the annals of
Indian Military History had
witnessed 22 gallant men of 36
Sikhs, now 4th Batallion of
Sikh Regiment, choosing
death over surrender in the
attack by more than 10,000
Pashtun Orakzai tribesmen.

The one-hour light and
sound show, choreographed by

45 artistes/actors, is predom-
inantly in rural Punjabi lan-
guage, which the soldiers who
fought the Battle mainly spoke.
The Pashtun soldiers are seen
speaking rustic Urdu while the
British use a mix of English
and Hindi in the show. 

Besides several retired
Army officials, the show were
attended by Major General
Army Service Core Western
Command R S Purohit.

Also evoking a sense of
pride and achievement, espe-
cially amongst youngsters, was
the Weapons Display at the
Carnival, which showcased
the artillery, armoured and
engineering marvels of Indian
Armed Forces, ranging from
the 2008 Commissioned T 90
tank, Sweden make Bofors
Gun, Howitzers and Medium
Machine Guns (MMGs).

Underlining the pace of
technological advancement
and defence preparedness of
our forces were a host of
equipment, including
Quantum Sniffer, Non Linear
Juncket Detectors, and
amphibious Indian Combat
Vehicle, which had played a
significant role during the
Kargil War.

A 12 seater pneumatic
boat, employed by the Army

during wartime, besides the
non radioactive based explo-
sives detector used to identi-
fy the type of blast material,
further evoked a sense of
amazement and awe among
the audiences.

In another attraction of
the day, gutsy horse riders of
Army, NCC, Punjab Police,
besides local city clubs,
enthralled both the young and
the old as they flamboyantly
galloped past the fire fence,
motorbikes and gypsies during
the Equitation Show.

Riding at breakneck speed
of 800 meters per minute,
Punjab Armed Police jawans,
in the backdrop of piper band
tunes played by 8 Sikh, show-
cased immaculate horse con-
trolling skills during the Tent-
pegging, drawing huge praise
and appreciation from the
audiences.

The events are an endeav-
our to make the younger gen-
eration imbibe the spirit of
courage and sacrifice made by
the Indian soldiers in the line
of duty, said Colonel Chahal,
a member of the organizing
teams. He described MLF as
yet another product of Punjab
Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh's visionary
leadership.
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With the municipal polls in
Haryana seen as a pop-

ularity test for the Manohar Lal
Khattar Government, the rul-
ing BJP has geared up for the
key election in December, just
few months ahead of 2019
Lok Sabha polls.

The saffron party has con-
vened a meeting of its election
committee on Saturday in New
Delhi to chalk out a strategy for
polls to five municipal corpo-
rations and two municipal
committees in Haryana on
December 16.

Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar, Haryana BJP
incharge Anil Jain, Haryana
BJP president Subhash Barala,
Union Ministers Birender
Singh, Rao Inderjit Singh and
Krishan Pal Gurjar, Haryana
Cabinet Minister Ram Bilas
Sharma, Captain Abhimanyu,
Anil Vij, and OP Dhankar
among others are scheduled
attend the meeting.

The BJP, which is contest-
ing on its party symbol, is like-
ly to announce its candidates
after the meeting on Saturday.

It would be for the first
time that direct election to the
post of mayor would be held in
five civic bodies in the state.

The election is for the
seats of mayor and members of
all wards of five Municipal
Corporations including Hisar,
Rohtak, Yamunanagar, Panipat
and Karnal and of two
Municipal committees includ-
ing  Jakhal Mandi (Fatehabad)
and  Pundri (Kaithal). The
result will be announced on
December 19.

“Discussions will be held
on names shortlisted by the
BJP for the post of mayor and
members in MCs. The names
are likely to be finalized at the
meeting and the list of candi-
dates will be released accord-
ingly,” said a senior party

leader.
The party leader said that

the BJP would also chalk out its
election strategy during the
meeting. The issues which
would be raised during the
campaigning would also be
discussed, he added.

The Chief Minister, his
cabinet colleagues and party
MLAs will be aggressively
campaigning during the next
fortnight for the MC polls.

The BJP election commit-
tee, in its previous meeting
held on November 26 at
Chandigarh had constituted a
three-member committee each
for five MCs to submit feed-
back for candidates in the
election.

The party had also
announced that a manifesto or
a vision document will be
released for the MC elections,
to carry forward the develop-
ment works of BJP led Central
and Haryana Government.

The polls are seen as a
popularity test for the ruling
BJP, which has completed its
four years tenure in Haryana
recently while it would be a
golden opportunity for the
main opposition party–Indian
National Lok Dal to prove
itself ahead of Lok Sabha and
assembly polls scheduled next
year.

The Congress and Aam
Aadmi Party have already
announced not to contest on
party symbol in these polls.

The nominations for the
corporations and committees
going to polls will be filed from
December 1 to 6, except
December 2 when it is a holi-
day.

As many as 1401157 vot-
ers including 746126 males,
655021 females and 10 trans-
gender would exercise their
franchise in these elections.

The high-stake electoral
battle will see BJP and INLD
attempting to put up an

impressive show in Jat belt of
Rohtak, Panipat, Hisar and
Chief Minister’s constituency
Karnal.

Issue of contesting MC
polls on party symbol is
under discussion, claims
Tanwar.

A day after the AICC gen-
eral secretary incharge for
Delhi, PC Chacko announced
that the Congress will not
contest the civic body polls on
its symbol in Haryana, the state
party chief Ashok Tanwar on
Friday claimed that the matter
is still under consideration.

Tanwar also announced to
approach Congress President
Rahul Gandhi or party leader
PC Chacko again on the issue.

After holding a meeting
with senior leaders of Haryana
Congress in New Delhi on
Thursday, PC Chacko had said
that the Congress will not
contest on its symbol in the
polls. Former Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, his
son Rohtak MP Deepender
Hooda, state Congress chief
Ashok Tanwar, CLP leader
Kiran Choudhry, Rajya Sabha
MP Kumari Selja were present
at the meeting.

The decision had come as
a major blow to state Ashok
Tanwar who wanted the party
to contest on its symbol and
had even initiated process to
shortlist candidates for may-

oral post from five MCs.
Tanwar while talking to the

mediapersons in Sonipat on
Friday said that the issue of
contesting elections on party
symbol has not been finalized
and is under consideration of
the party high command.

The Congress leader said
that he will be meeting PC
Chako again in this matter.

Tanwar said that the views
of those people who had strug-
gled at the ground level are
being ascertained. These work-
ers have expressed the view
that these elections should be
contested on the party symbol,
so that BJP and its B team
INLD are silenced, he added.

Tanwar’s detractor, former
Chief Minister Bhupinder was
of the opinion that the party
should not contest on its sym-
bol. Infact, all senior leaders
present at Thursday’s meeting
in New Delhi backed Hooda’s
viewpoint.

“The Congress has had a
tradition of not contesting the
local body elections on its
symbol. Also, with several
candidates approaching for
contesting these elections, this
could lead to resentment
among party workers over the
issue of selection of candi-
dates,” this was stated by the
party leaders while stressing
on not to contest on party
symbol.
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Haryana Government has
revised the pay scale of

teachers and equivalent cadres
in Lala Lajpat Rai University of
Veterinary and Animal
Sciences (LUVAS) at Hisar and
College of Dairy Science and
Technology on the recom-
mendations of the 7th Central
Pay Commission.  

The revised pay of Vice-
Chancellor of University has

been fixed at Rs 2,10,000 with
the existing special allowance
of Rs 5,000 per month, said an
official spokesman.

He said that the revised pay
of Assistant Professor (acade-
mic level 10) of LUVAS and
College is Rs 57,700, (Assistant
Professor academic level 11) is
Rs 68,900, Assistant Professor
at Academic Level 12 is Rs
79,800, Associate Professor at
Academic Level 13A is Rs
1,31,400, Professor at Academic
Level 14 is Rs 1,44,200 and
Professor at Academic Level 15
is Rs 1,82,200. The revised pay
would be effective from
January 1, 2016.

The spokesman said that
the pay revision would involve
arrear amount to about Rs
12.21 crore from January 1,
2016 to March 31, 2019, how-
ever, 50 per cent financial lia-
bility would be borne by Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) and its annu-
al financial liability would be
about Rs 4 crore.

The incentive structure is
built-in the pay structure itself
wherein those having M.Phil.
or Ph.D. degree would progress
faster under Career
Advancement Scheme (CAS),
he added.
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At the end of his three-year
deputation, the principal of

Government Doon Medical
College (GDMC), Dr Pradip
Bharati Gupta handed over
the charge to the head of the
department (HoD) of
Pathology, Dr  Naveen
Thapliyal on Friday. Dr Gupta,
a renowned Neuro-surgeon,
would now rejoin Lala Lajpat
Rai Memorial (LLRM) Medical
College, Meerut, Uttar Pradesh.
Considering his role in setting
up the medical college in
Dehradun, the Uttarakhand
government had given him
extension of one year but his
NOC from UP Government
has not reached yet. He is
expected to rejoin GDMC once
the necessary permission from
UP arrives. 

In his stint, Dr Gupta was
instrumental in managing per-
mission from the Medical
Council of India (MCI) for
three batches of MBBS students
in the newly set up college.
Prior to him, the attempts of
the state medical education
department to obtain nod of
the MCI for medical college in
Dehradun yielded no result.

On Friday, Dr Gupta hand-
ed over the charge to Dr
Naveen Thapliyal who happens
to be the senior most faculty
member.

Faculty members Dr
Rangeel Singh Raina, Dr Desh
Dipak, Dr Chitra Joshi, Dr Anil
Joshi and  Dr Neeraj were pre-
sent on the occasion.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday rejected the
plea of over 300 Army person-
nel challenging the lodging of
FIRs against soldiers involved
in operations in Manipur and
Jammu & Kashmir, where
AFSPA is in force, though the
Centre contended that it will
have a "demoralising effect" on
soldiers who are fighting ter-
rorism.

The apex court brushed
aside the fervent request of the
Centre which supported the
plea and said the issue should
be "debated and discussed" so
that a mechanism is evolved
"where hands of our soldiers do
not shake while fighting ter-
rorism".

The Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act (AFSPA) gives
special rights and immunity to
security forces in carrying out
various operations in "dis-
turbed" areas.

The Government said that
armed forces were operating in
an "altogether different situa-
tion" in disturbed areas and a
balance has to be struck, but
the apex court said that it was
for the Government, and not
the courts, to come out with an
internal mechanism so "that if
somebody loses his life like this,
it should be looked into".

"But who has stopped you

from coming out with a mech-
anism? Why you require our
intervention? These are issues
which you have to discuss, not
the courts," a bench of justices
Madan B Lokur and UU Lalit
told Solicitor General (SG)
Tushar Mehta, who was repre-
senting the Centre.

"When there is a loss of life,
even in a encounter, should not
the human life demands that it
should be looked into and
investigation should be done,"
the bench observed.

As soon as the apex court
said it was dismissing the plea,
the SG stood up and said he
should be heard as the Centre
wants that the issue be debat-
ed.

"There has to be a mecha-
nism where hands of our sol-
diers do not shake while fight-
ing terrorism," Mehta said,
adding, "human life has a value
which can never be disputed".

"The fact that over 300 sol-
diers of our country have to
pray for this is itself unfortu-
nate," he said, adding, "It has a
demoralising effect. The coun-
try cannot afford that our sol-
diers are demoralised. Please
do not stop the debate".

The bench reminded him
that it has not yet issued notice
to the Centre on the plea filed
by these Army men.

When the SG said the mat-
ter was required to be debated
upon before the highest court
of the land, the bench said, "It
does not concern the court.
You can have your debate. You
have to find it (mechanism and
solution) out, not us".

"As a laymen, even the
life, which the Army men put
on stake, also have value," he
said.

To this, the bench referred
to the ongoing CBI probe into
some Manipur encounter cases
and said if a central agency
finds that someone has exceed-
ed his powers then inquiry
should be done. 

"Why Government of India
cannot come out with an inter-
nal mechanism that if some-
body loses his life like this, it
should be looked into. 

We cannot, as a court,
devise such a mechanism," the
court said. PTI
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New Delhi: A ceiling on party
expenditure in campaigning, for
which the Election Commission
(EC) has been pressing political
parties and the Government,
will see "the light of day in time
to come", says Chief Election
Commissioner O P Rawat.

Rawat, who demits office on
Saturday, said his "only regret" as
head of the poll panel is that the
EC was unable to recommend to
the Law Ministry a fresh "legal
framework" in tune with the
changing times vis-a-vis the use
of money and social media.

Sunil Arora will take over as
the new Chief Election
Commissioner on Sunday.

Responding to a question on
transparency in funding of polit-
ical parties, Rawat told PTI in an
interview that it is "a long-term
reform".

"... All political party meeting
in August (this year) had rec-
ommended that there should be
a ceiling on party expenditure
and commensurately there
should be transparency in fund-
ing. I think it will see the light of
day in time to come," he said.

Almost all parties agreed to
a cap on expenditure, he added.

The election watchdog has
been pushing for greater trans-
parency in election-related
expenditure by parties and can-
didates. PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday said the issue
related to guidelines for media
reporting in cases of sexual
assaults, particularly offences
against minors, was required to
be dealt with in "great detail".

A bench of Justices Madan
B Lokur and Deepak Gupta
was told that the affidavits
filed by media bodies includ-
ing the Press Council of India
(PCI) on action taken against
media houses and scribes who
have disclosed identity of vic-
tims of sexual assaults, con-
tained "nothing much".

"They (media bodies) are
almost saying that they cannot
do anything. 

There is nothing much (in
the affidavits)," senior advocate
Shekhar Naphade, representing
the petitioner who has filed a
plea in Muzaffarpur shelter
home case, told the bench.

To this, the bench
observed, "Yes, they are almost
saying so".

"This guidelines issue has
to be taken up in great detail,"
the bench said and posted the
matter for hearing in the first

week of February.
In a separate case, the court

Friday reserved its order on the
issue related to interpretation of
provisions of the Indian Penal
Code, the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
Act and Contempt of Courts
Act which deals with disclosure
of identity of victims of sexu-
al assaults and the procedure to
be followed by media in report-
ing these cases.

The court had earlier asked
media bodies including the
PCI, the Editors Guild and the
Indian Broadcasting Federation
to file affidavits indicating
whether they can inform the
police about an offence related
to disclosure of identity of vic-

tims of sexual assaults by the
media. 

It had also asked these
bodies to inform the court as
to why steps have not been
taken for prosecution of the
alleged offenders. 

The court had observed
that offence of disclosing iden-
tity of victims of sexual assaults
has criminal liability, and if the
law was violated, action must
be taken.

The PCI's counsel had told
the court that in cases related
to disclosure of identity of
such victims, the power of the

Council was limited to censure
such publication and they also
send their orders to the
Directorate of Advertising and
Visual Publicity (DAVP).

The PCI's counsel had also
said that prosecution should be
launched in such cases but the
Council needed "some more
teeth".

The court had earlier said
that documents filed before it
by the News Broadcasting
Standards Authority have
"nothing" and it was quite clear
from the affidavit filed by the
authority that no prosecution
was launched against any of the
alleged offenders.

It had issued notices to
these media bodies to assist the
court in the matter which deals
with alleged non-compliance of
statutory provisions about dis-
closure of identity of victims of
rape and sexual abuses by the
media.

The issue had cropped up
when the court was hearing a
plea related to Muzaffarpur
shelter home where over 30
girls were allegedly raped and
sexually exploited. PTI
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In keeping with the WHO plan to elim-
inate industrially-produced trans fat

from the global food supply by 2023,
India on Friday launched "Heart Attack
Rewind" campaign aiming to do away
with the 'bad cholesterol' from the food
supply by 2022, a year ahead of the glob-
al target.

The current permitted level of
industrially-produced trans fat is 5 per
cent in India which has to be cut down
to 2 per cent by weight to make the coun-
try trans-fat free. Trans fats are known to
increase the risk of coronary artery
heart disease and stroke.  

"We are in discussions with the
industry to persuade them to reduce the
amount of trans fatty acids in edible oil,"
said Pawan Kumar Agarwal, chief exec-
utive officer of the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India. 

He said, the food regulator will
reducing the industrially produced trans

fatty acids to less than 2 per cent by the
year 2022 in a phased manner. We hope
that our media campaign will educate
consumers about the harmful effects and
its link to cardiovascular diseases.

"Heart Attack Rewind" warns citizens
about the health hazards of consuming
trans fat and offers strategies to avoid
them through healthier alternatives. The
campaign was developed by experts at

Vital Strategies.
According to health experts, regular

consumption of TFAs, even in small
amounts, can be risky to one's health. In
particular, the unsaturated fatty acids have
a unique cardio metabolic imprint that
is linked to insulin-resistance and meta-
bolic-syndrome pathways.

Dr. Nandita Murukutla from Vital
Strategies said, "Trans fats have no

known health benefits, and put Indians
at risk for cardiovascular disease and
other health issues. Healthier alternatives
can be used without changing the taste
or cost of food. Regulatory measures
paired with strategic, large-scale mass
media campaigns can help reduce the
growing menace of trans fat in India."

Globally, trans fat intake leads to
more than 500,000 deaths of people from
cardiovascular disease every. Trans fat are
made by adding hydrogen to liquid veg-
etable oils to make them more solid, and
to increase the shelf life of foods. There
are largely present in Vanaspati, mar-
garine and bakery shortenings, and can
be found in baked and fried foods.

In May 2018, WHO launched a
comprehensive plan to eliminate indus-
trially-produced trans fat from the glob-
al food supply by 2023. It provides a
roadmap about how countries can
remove and replace all trans fat from their
food supplies with the intention to erad-
icate it from the globe.

/�
�
���������	�
�5���
	����
�
����	
�����
����
������/ /

���	� .-1	�-23%

The CBI has booked a com-
pany and its directors for

allegedly duping over 1.5 lakh
investors in Tamil Nadu to the
tune of over �1,500 crore by
offering lucrative returns on
their investments.

The agency registered an
FIR against Madurai-based
Parivar Dairies And Allied
Limited and its promoters
Basant Lal Sharma, Rakesh
Singh Narwaria, Ahibaran
Singh, Chandra Bhan Yadav,
Neeraj Singh, Banu Pratap
Singh, all residents of Gwalior.

Alwar resident Pradeep
Kumar Sharma and Madurai
based Dheivam have also been
booked under IPC sections
related to criminal conspiracy,
criminal breach of trust and
cheating.

The CBI move comes on
the directions of Madurai
bench of the Madras High
Court which asked the agency
to take over the investigation,
considering interstate ramifi-
cations of the case. 

The petition before the

high court alleged that the
company had lured over 1.5
lakh investors collecting over
�1,500 crore. 

The accused kept coming
to Madurai to lure depositors
through various investment
meetings, it alleged.

It is alleged that the com-
pany which collected several
crore from people did not
redeem their deposits from
2014 and close down in
October 2015 leaving the
investors in the lurch. 

A similar case against the
company was also brought
before Madhya Pradesh High
Court which had handed over
the investigation of the case to
the CBI, the court noted.

"It is seen from the records
that this case has interstate
ramifications and also fraud
has been committed across
different states. The accused
persons, who are said to be liv-
ing in Delhi, have not been
arrested by the respondent
police (Tamil Nadu police) for
the last two years," the court
said.

It noted that the accused
belonged to North India and
they had not only cheated
investors in Tamil Nadu but
also in other states.

The court said the case
involved the interest of lakhs of
innocent depositors who have
lost their hard earned money.

"The accused persons hav-
ing cheated such a large num-
ber of people are moving
around freely without any
effective action being taken
against them," it said.

The bench noted it reposed
its confidence in the CBI to
immediately take up the inves-
tigation and bring the accused
to book besides recovering the
amount to be distributed to
innocent depositors. 
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BSF DG Rajnikant Mishra
on Friday said there have

been several incidents of snip-
ing and unprovoked firing
along the LoC and IB but the
BSF has effectively retaliated
through a comprehensive retal-
iation plan. 

The BSF is also making a
scientific study during the last
five years to effectively counter
such incidents like barbaric
killings of Jawans by Border
Action Team of Pakistan. "We
will come out with suggestions
by which these actions or inci-
dents can be prevented and if
it requires to undertake some
civil, mechanical or opera-
tional work, we will do that,"
Mishra said.

Mishra said the BSF has
developed bullet-proof bunkers
as an in-house initiative to pro-
tect its troops against fatal
sniper fire and has "surgically"
targeted enemy posts in the
recent past causing heavy loss-
es to the Pakistan Rangers. The
BSF secures the frontiers with
Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

The paramilitary is also
undertaking a survey of the
demographic and economic
profile of villages on the west-
ern front as part of a "routine

exercise" to map the area and
keep the Government
informed about any shift in
demography and economic
activities, a senior BSF official
said. 

"The BSF responded in a
targeted and deliberate manner
to unprovoked firing and snip-
ing incidents as a result of
which the Rangers (Pakistan's
border guarding troops) were
pinned down and confined to
their posts. Unable to contain
the BSF assault, the Rangers
were forced to open the entire
front and a heavy exchange of
fire started on the entire
International Boundary. BSF
surgically targeted Pakistan
posts in retaliatory firing which
resulted in heavy losses to the
adversary," Mishra said on the
eve of the forces' 54th raising
day. 

To counter BSF men from
enemy sharpshooters who
fatally snipe the paramilitary
jawans, the DG said, the force
has developed in-house bullet-
proof sentry bunkers which are
expected to better protect
troopers guarding the border
posts.

"We have demonstrated
this new gadget before the
Union home minister (Rajnath
Singh) when he recently went

to Jaisalmer and we will soon
replicate it on other border
fronts including in Jammu.
This has been developed in-
house by the BSF," he said.

The new bunker is armour
plated, has a periscope mount-
ed on the top for wide vision
and it can accommodate four
jawans at a time. 

The DG said the force
undertakes "routine" ground
analysis of the demographic
and economic profile of the
area and their intelligence and
other operational teams "keep
observing" activities along the
Indo-Pak border sends a report
to the Union Home Ministry
every month.

Asked if the force recent-
ly conducted a study in
Rajasthan's border town of
Jaisalmer and reported that the
population of Muslims was
increasing, the DG said he was
"not aware" of any such study
or report.

On a question if the open-
ing of the Kartarpur corridor
between India and Pakistan
could fuel revival of Khalistani
militancy, Mishra said it was
"not a difficult" thing for the
BSF to manage as it has been
doing a similar task along the
Attari-Wagah border front in
Punjab for decades.
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Union Minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal on Friday

warned Pakistan that it should
not use the Kartarpur corridor
issue and religion to fulfil its "evil
designs" of vitiating the peaceful
atmosphere in India and partic-
ularly in Punjab. She had repre-
sented India at the ground-
breaking ceremony of Kartarpur
Corridor along with her col-
league Hardeep Singh Puri.

She said the Indian and the
Punjab Governments are ready
to give a befitting response to
Pakistan, which needs to build
bridges or face further isolation
across the world.

She said the issue was a mat-
ter of faith and there is no scope
for "one-upmanship" and "petty
politics" on it.

Her remarks come a day
after Pakistan Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi
claimed its Prime Minister
Imran Khan's "googly" forced the
Indian Government to engage
with the country on the
Kartarpur Corridor issue.

"Going to Sri Kartarpur
Sahib was a matter of faith for
me. Indulging in one-upmanship
on this sacred issue is uncalled
for. No one was bowled over by
any 'googly'. PM Modi and
Ministers have only respected
sentiments of Sikhs by authoring
and participating in this noble
initiative," she said. PTI
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday refused to
entertain a PIL seeking removal
of unauthorised stickers from
cars and other vehicles.

The PIL also sought ban-
ning of 15-year-old vehicles
from plying on roads. 

A bench of Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justice S K
Kaul came down heavily on
petitioner K Rajan for filing
such PILs and said that even if
an order is passed on the issue,
it cannot be implemented. 

"Suppose, we pass an order
on this (removal of unautho-
rised stickers), then tell us, how

can we enforce this," the bench
asked.

"Have you seen the traffic?
Who is going to inspect

whether the stickers are gen-
uine or not? And is this the
court's job to verify?
Dismissed," the top court said.

The bench was hearing a
PIL seeking imposing a ban on
vehicles older than 15 years and
removal of fake stickers from
cars and vehicles which are
used to dodge traffic policemen
and other security agencies.
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Ahmedabad: BJP MP Varun
Gandhi on Friday said MNRE-
GA, a scheme from the UPA
era which guarantees employ-
ment in the rural areas, was a
"good policy".

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had once called the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MNREGA) scheme a "liv-
ing monument of UPA's fail-
ure" to tackle poverty.

"I actually support MNRE-
GA. I think it is a good policy.
It is a misconception to say that
the scheme is a failure," Gandhi
said, addressing students of
the Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad

(IIM-A).
The Sultanpur MP was

invited by the institute to speak
on issues he had written about
in his upcoming book 'A Rural
Manifesto: Realising India's
Future Through Her Villages'.

Gandhi said villagers
should be given the power to
decide what kind of work they
wanted in the villages under
MNREGA. 

He said instead of focusing
on "next elections", he would
prefer to think about "next
generation".

Gandhi also said that look-
ing at the backgrounds of the
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) Officers, it was clear that

privilege has played a major
role in their success.

"As per the information I
received through a query under
the Right To Information, 69
per cent of serving IAS officers
have been to private schools, 84
per cent of them have grown up
in 25 big cities and 70 per cent
have a post-graduate degree
which is a luxury," he said.

Out of 15.5 lakh schools in
the country, only 1.2 per cent
are affiliated to "posh boards"
such as CBSE or ICSE, while
only 8 per cent students who
got admission to the IITs in
2015-16 were from schools
affiliated to state boards, he
said. PTI
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The agitating farmers in the
country got a shot in their

arm on Friday as Prof MS

Swaminathan, India’s top agri-
cultural scientist declared his
support to them. 

This is the first time in his
life, 93-year-old  Prof MS
Swaminathan  expressing his

solidarity with the farmers who
are agitating in the National
Capital for the last two days.

The genetic scientist,
described by Time magazine as
one of the top influential

Asians of the 20th century said
on Friday that the agitation by
farmers was proof of the agrar-
ian unrest that have been
growing and farmers have
come to the conclusion that
only agitation and not reason-
ing would lead to action on
their problems.

Prof Swaminathan, who
headed the National
Commission on Farmers
(NCF) during the second NDA
regime led by AB Vajpayee had
recommended to the Union
Government in 2007 that farm-
ers all over the country should
be given a minimum support
price which include the cost of
production of the crop and an
additional 50 per cent.

There has been a nation-
wide demand for the imple-
mentation of the
Swaminathan Commission
Report. “It will make farming
economically viable and
attractive. The demand for
loan waiver comes from the
present non-remunerative
nature of farming and is
indicative of the fact eco-
nomic viability is as important
to farmers as to industrialists.
Unfortunately,  the then
Government did not take
action on the National Policy
for Farmers when the report
was presented in 2007,” Prof
Swaminathan said in his state-
ment released on Friday.

The farming scientist
pointed out that farming was
both a way of life and means to
livelihood of nearly 60 per
cent of the total population, a
majority of whom are women
and youth. “I only feel sorry
that in the election politics
solutions like loan waiver are

given importance. The basic
difficulties of farmers can be
overcome only if integrated
attention is given to pricing,
procurement and public dis-
tribution,” said Prof
Swaminathan.

Prof Swaminathan, who
served the Rajya Sabha as a
nominated member, also
pointed out that climate
change has compounded the
problems faced by the farmers. 

“The most unfavourable
impact of climate change will be
high temperature, wide variation
in precipitation and rise in sea
level. While looking at the prob-
lems of farmers there should be
equal attention paid to the fam-
ilies living and cultivating in the
arid zone, semi-arid dry farming
areas, irrigated areas, ground-
water farming and plantation
crops in hilly areas. The support
extended to farmers should be
according to the requirements of
those cultivating in these ecosys-
tems,” he said.

According to Prod
Swaminathan, the Kisan Mukti
March was further proof of the
fact that farmers have under-
stood the truth that their woes
would get the due attention
only if they agitate. “The Kisan
Mukti March has rightly called
for a special session of
Parliament to discuss the prob-
lem confronting those who
provide us with sustenance. It
is sad that farmers who are life
givers are forced to take their
own life due to economic rea-
sons. I sincerely hope that the
Kisan Mukti March will be a
turning point in the history of
public policy formulation in the
field of agriculture,” said Prof
Swaminathan.
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Panaji: Amid demands of his
resignation, ailing Goa Chief
Minister Manohar Parrikar is
expected to meet the ruling BJP
legislators at his private resi-
dence on Saturday, party
sources said on Friday.

"The Chief Minister will be
meeting our party MLAs at his
residence. He is expected to
review works related to MLAs in
the presence of key officials of the
State administration," a Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) source said.

The former Defence
Minister is being treated at his
residence for advanced pan-
creatic cancer.

Parrikar has been in and
out of hospitals in Goa,
Mumbai, New York and New
Delhi for nearly nine months.

He returned from Delhi's
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) on October
14 and has not moved out of his
private residence, for any offi-
cial event since. 

The Opposition, as well
ruling coalition allies have

been demanding the resigna-
tion of the Chief Minister,
claiming that the administra-
tion has come to a standstill
due to Parrikar's absence. 

On Thursday, Revenue
Minister Rohan Khaunte said
that he had stopped visiting his
office at the State Secretariat,
claiming files were not being
cleared by officials in the Chief
Minister's absence.

In the first week of
December, the Congress is
scheduled to start a State-wide
agitation demanding the replace-
ment of Parrikar as Chief
Minister, because of his inabili-
ty to attend office due to his pro-
longed illness. IANS
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Court on Friday quashed a
Tamil Nadu Government order
transferring the investigation of
idol theft cases to the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

A special bench of Justice
R Mahadevan and Justice PD
Audikesavulu, constituted to
hear petitions related to idol
thefts, held that the GO was
"colourable, unreasonable and
arbitrary".

It also ordered appoint-
ment of Inspector General Pon
Manickavel, who superannu-
ated Friday, as a special officer
to investigate the present and
future cases of the Idol Wing
for a period of one year.

The State Government had
issued a Government order
Thursday appointing
Additional Director General of
Police Abhay Kumar Singh to
succeed Pon Manickavel.

The court had on August 8
stayed the August 1 Government
order on petitions filed by advo-
cate Elephant Rajendran and
social activist Traffic
Ramaswamy, seeking to quash
the order transferring the case.

Taking a serious view of the
theft of antique idols, the court
had in July last year directed the
transfer of all pending cases in
the state to a court in
Kumbakonam of Thanjavur
district, from where a number
of idols had been stolen, for
their effective and speedy dis-
posal on a day-to-day basis. 

It had also quashed the
transfer order of Manickavel
from the Idol Wing and direct-
ed him to constitute a team and
continue investigation of the
cases. PTI
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Jodhpur: In the poll battle for
Rajasthan where the ruling BJP
is pitted against its arch-rival
Congress, the saffron party has
got another task at hand —
keeping their traditional vote
bank of Rajputs intact.

Over the last few years,
some Rajput groups have gone
to the extent of forming anti-BJP
fronts, including some against
Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje.
However, the BJP leaders are
confident that the Rajputs will
once again vote for the party.

Rajputs form 12 per cent of
Rajasthan's total population
and play a decisive role in at
least 30 seats of the 200-mem-
ber assembly. Almost every
seat in the state has a sizeable
portion of Rajput voters.

In Jodhpur region, there are
some seats where the BJP is fac-
ing challenge from some Rajput
leaders. In Jodhpur's Arsia con-
stituency, independent Rajput
candidate Mahendra Singh
Bhati is fighting against the BJP.
In Phalodi seat of the district,
the BJP has fielded Pabba Ram
Bishnoi, but independent
Rajput candidate Kumbh Singh
Patwat is also in the fray.

The Rajput community is
said to have been traditionally
voting for the BJP and before
that for the erstwhile Jan Sangh.

However, some leaders say,
the relationship started getting

sour in 2016. What has added
to the party's woes was the
recent crossing-over to
Congress by Manvendra Singh,
son of former Union Minister
and BJP leader Jaswant Singh
who is a well-regarded face in
the Rajput community.

According to political ana-
lysts, there have been multiple
reasons for this relationship to
go wrong — protests over film
'Padmavaat', encounter of gang-
ster Anandpal Singh and Chief
Minister Vasundhara Raje's
reported opposition to appoint
the party's Rajput face and
Union minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat as State BJP chief.
When contacted, Shekhawat
asserted that the entire com-
munity was with the BJP and
that there was no anger at all
among them.

"Every community is sup-
porting the BJP and every one
will come together to elect a
Government with full majority
led by Vasundhara Raje," he said.

Over the last few months,
BJP has put in all efforts to win
back the Rajput votes, but they
are not confident of a sweeping
mandate as yet, experts said.
The BJP has given ticket to 26
Rajput candidates for the
December 7 polls. Still, some
fringe Rajput groups are said to
be opposing ruling party candi-
dates in some seats. PTI
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Air Chief Marshal BS
Dhanoa has said that the

Indian Air Force will have the
largest ever induction of indige-
nous aircrafts in the country
even as he said that the first
batch of Rafale jets are likely to
arrive as schedule in 2019.

The IAF chief said this in
Guwahati on Thursday on the
sidelines of a programme
where President Ram Nath
Kovind presented Standard to
118 Helicopter Unit and
Colour to Air Defence College
at Air Force Station, Guwahati.

"The process on induction
of 231 Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) is in pipeline. We are
supposed to induct a number
of fighter. We have floated
request for information (RFI)
for 114 fighter aircraft. There
was a proposal to induct LCA
in big numbers and with this
total number of LCA squadron
will go up to 12," he said.

"There was a proposal to
induct the Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA) in big numbers,
and with this the total number
of LCA squadrons will go up to
12. The LCA mark 1 in IOC
configuration of one squadron

of 20 aircrafts, LCA mark 1 in
FOC configuration one
squadron 20 aircrafts, LCA
mark 1A four squadron 83 air-
craft, LCA mark 2 Sox squadron
108 aircrafts. So total of 12
squadron and 231 aircraft, this
will be the largest induction of
indigenous aircrafts ever in the
country ," he said while inter-
acting with the journalists here.

Asked about the Rafale
arrival, the IAF chief said:
"There is no delay in the Rafale
programme."

He said the Government has
floated a request for information
(RFI) for 114 fighter aircraft.

Replying to queries on the
Advanced Landing Ground

(ALGs) in the North-East,
Dhanowa said that except
Vijaynagar, about seven ALGs
have already been built and
refurbished.
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RJD president Lalu Prasad’s
elder son Tej Pratap Yadav

on Friday made his first
appearance at the State
Assembly on the final day of
the ongoing Winter Session.

An MLA from Mahua in
Vaishali district, Tej Pratap has
kept away from his family as
well politics since he filed for
divorce on November 3.

On Friday, he came to the
Vidhan Sabha wearing a white
dhoti and kurta and an off-
white waistcoat besides sport-
ing a red tilak on his forehead.

He, however, avoided
crossing paths with his younger
brother Tejashwi Yadav, who is
the Leader of the Opposition,
as well as mother Rabri Devi,
who occupies the same posi-
tion in the legislative council,
signalling disquiet in the fam-
ily over the divorce issue.

Tej Pratap declined to
answer queries about his
ongoing marital strife but was
quick to defend his party, the
Rashtriya Lok Dal's (RJD)
frequent stalling of proceed-
ings in the House, which on
Friday too was adjourned till
2 pm within minutes of com-
mencement.

Bihar is in turmoil. The
opposition has to do whatev-
er is possible to draw the
attention of the Government
towards the plight of the peo-

ple, he told reporters before
getting inside his car and
speeding away.

Yadav, who had arrived
here on Wednesday night, is
said to be putting up at a hotel
and while appearing before a
court on Thursday in connec-
tion with his divorce petition,
he admitted that he had not vis-
ited his home nor met any
member of his family but
declined to reply to 
further queries.

Known for his volatile dis-
position, Tej Pratap's decision
to seek divorce from Aishwarya
Rai, his wife of six months, has
not gone down well with his
parents and siblings.

The court had posted the
matter for further hearing on
January 8, 2019.

He had last month made it
clear that he would not return
home until his family came out
in support of his decision.

He was also conspicuous
by his absence at a dinner
hosted at the residence of
Tejashwi Yadav on 
Thursday night.

RJD State president and
MLC Ramchandra Purve later
said the get-together was
organised to celebrate the suc-
cess of the party in effectively
putting the Government on the
mat during the ongoing session
of legislature.
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The recent killing of a tigress
“Avni” by a State

Government-hired sharp-
shooter in the forests of
Maharashtra’s Yavatmal dis-
trict early this month has
prompted a social and RTI
activist to move the Bombay
High Court seeking forma-
tion of  a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) to investigate the
"unnatural deaths" of Schedule-
I animals in Maharashtra and
Goa since 2011. 

In his public interest liti-
gation,  petit ioner Nitin
Despande also urged the high
court to ensure adherence to
the Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, Standard Operating
Procedures as laid down by
the National  Tiger
Conser vation Authority,
Guidelines for human-leopard
conf lict  management
(2011)and any other existing
guidelines, procedures and
protocols before taking any
action against Schedule-I ani-
mals in Maharashtra and Goa.

Tigers, Lions, Leopards,
Cheetah, wolf and deer are
among others are categorized
under the Schedule I of the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972,
with highest statutory protec-
tion against hunting.

Dr. Sujay Kantawala and
other lawyers representing
Deshpande made a mention  of
the PIL before a HC division
bench comprising Justice Ranjit
More and Justice Revati
Mohite-Dhere on Thursday.
The case is  expected to come
up for hearing before the HC
bench on December 12.

The respondents in the
case are Union of India,
National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA),
Maharashtra Government, its
Principal Chief Consevator
of Forest and Chief Wildlife
Warden, Goa Government,
its  Principal  Chief
Conservator of Forest and
Chief Wildlife Warden,
Zoological Survey of India
and Wildlife Crime 
Control Bureau. 

The petitioner stated that
he had filed the PIL to prevent
flagrant miscarriage of justice
as may be occasioned if the
hunting and brutal killing of

the Schedule-I animals was
not transferred to an inde-
pendent, impartial and a sep-
arate investigating
team/agency.

“It is paramount that a
fair, impartial, independent
and thorough probe is con-
ducted by a separate investi-
gating team/agency to look
into unnatural killing and
hunting of Schedule-I animals
in the absence of which it may
not be possible to ascertain
the true and actual facts and
events which have given life to
the present situation nor
would it be possible to devise
an effective solution to rem-
edy the damages caused,”
Deshpande stated.

The petitioner pointed out
that during the year 1950,
according to the British hunter,
tracker and conservationist Jim
Corbett, the population of
tigers was 18,000 and gradual-
ly reduced to 2226 in 2015 as
per the World Wildlife
Foundation (WWF).  However,
65% of the tiger population is
found in India. 

“According to the statistics
provided by Wildlife Protection
Society of India the killing
and unnatural deaths of leop-
ards in India has increased
from 118 in the year 2014 to
159 in the year 2017 and that
of gigers has increased from 26
tigers in the year 2015 to 50
tigers in 2016. Thus, showing
the increase in the unnatural
killing of Schedule I animals,"
Deshpande stated.

The petitioner submitted
that as per the Status of Tigers,
Co-predators and Prey in
India, 2010 report by World
Wild Foundation (WWF) and
Wildlife Institute of India
(WII), Maharashtra has a
forested area of 50650 sq km
constituting 16.46 per cent of
the total geographical area of
the state. The state has 4 tiger
reserves, 6 National Parks
and 35 Wildlife Sanctuaries
administered by 14 Forest
Divisions. Similarly, Goa cov-
ers an area of 2151 sq km i.e.
approximately 58% of the
State’s total geographical area.
The state has 1 National Park
and 6 Wildlife Sanctuaries.

"There is a grave possibil-
ity that the real factual posi-
tion of the implementation

and *compliance to various
laws and Standard Operating
Procedures may not be fol-
lowed and hence the ruthless
kil l ing and hunting of
Schedule-I animals will con-
tinue in disregard of the same
which would further lead to
extinction of the endangered
species and permanent loss
and damage to the biodiver-
sity of our country," the peti-
tion stated, as  it made a case
for an SIT probe under a
retired judge of the Bombay
High Court.

It may be recalled that the
elusive tigress T1, better known
as Avni of Pandharkawada hills
- that had allegedly mauled as
many as 13 persons to death
during the past two years in
Yavatmal district in Vidarbha
region in Maharashtra – was
shot dead by a state govern-
ment-hired sharp shooter
Asgar Ali, son of controversial
sharp-shooter Nawab Shafath
Ali Khan from Hyderabad,  in
the compartment number 149
of Borati forest on the night of
November 2, after a massive
53-day hunt.

Alluding specifically to
the elimination of tigress
“Avni”, the petitioner stated
that as per the NTCA guide-
lines,  an authorized
Veterinarian should be pre-
sent at the time of tranquiliz-
ing and capturing of any
Schedule-I animal. “However,
during the tigress T-1’s killing
on 2nd November, 2018 there
were no Veterinarian(s) pre-
sent to conduct the operation
as per the Guideline and that
Respondent No.3 (the
Maharashtra government) has
no permanent Veterinarian(s).

Deshpande said that as
per Section 11 of the Wildlife
Protection Act,1972 only the
Respondent No.5 (Chief
Wildlife Warden) could initi-
ate the orders to kill/execute
any Schedule-I animal which
has become a danger 
to humans. 

"However, in the case of
the killing of T-1 tigress,
Respondent No.4 (Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests)
had initiated the order. This
calls for constitution of a com-
mittee of experts for reviewing
and authorizing such orders,"
the petitioner added.
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The final arguments in the
keenly-followed twin

encounters of Sohrabuddin
Shaikh and Tulsiram Prajapati
and the gruesome rape and
murder of Kausar Bi will take
place before a Special CBI
Court from Monday. 

During the course of the
ongoing trial, Additional
Sessions Judge SJ Sharma fixed
December 3 as the date for final
hearing in the case. "Let us
begin final arguments from
Monday," Judge Sharma told
the lawyers who are repre-
senting 22 accused facing trial
in the politically-sensitive case. 

Judge Sharma announced
the date of final hearing after
he completed the process of the
recording of statements of the
accused under section 313 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) and the
lawyers representing the
accused failed produce any
defence witness in the case.

The alleged fake encoun-
ters of notorious gangsters
Sohrabuddin and Tulsiram and
disappearance of the former's
wife Kausar Bi during 2005-06
had resulted in a major politi-
cal fallout involving the BJP-
ruled Gujarat.

The prosecution’s case was
that Sohrabuddin had connec-
tions with Lashkar-e-Taiba and
was conspiring to assassinate an
"important political leader",
presumably then chief minister
and current Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Initially, there were in all 38
accused in the case. Of them, 16
has been discharged — 15 by
the special CBI court and one
by the Bombay High Court.

The accused discharged in
the case include BJP’s current
national President and the then
Gujarat Minister of State for
Home Amit Shah, Rajasthan
Home Minister Gulab Chandra
Kataria and high-profile
Duputy Inspector General DG
Vanzara, who headed the Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) and
known for several encounters.

During the course of the
trial, 210 prosecution witnesses
were examined. Of the prosecu-
tion witnesses, 92 turned hostile.

A “dreaded criminal”
Sohrabuddin and his wife Kausar

Bi were killed in an alleged fake
encounter in November 2004 by
the Gujarat Police near
Gandhinagar in Gujarat. Thecase
assumed considerable public
importance owing to the alleged
involvement of some of the
high-profile politicians and IPS
officers in it.

An aide Tulsiram Prajapati,
who was the prime witness to
the killings was arrested by the
police and later killed in an
encounter in December 2006
after the law-enforcers claimed
he tried to escape from custody.

Later, the police had
named 33 persons as accused
in the case. Shah, who was
Gujarat home minister at the
relevant time in 2005, the then
home minister of Rajasthan
and several Gujarat IPS officers,
lower police officials from both
states besides Andhra Pradesh,
were among the accused.

Several police officers from
Gujarat were among the 33
accused in the "fake" encounters
of Sohrabuddin Shaikh, Kausar
Bi in November 2005 and
Prajapati in December 2006.

The alleged Sohrabuddin
fake encounter case was trans-
ferred to Mumbai in September
2012 at CBI's request for fair
trial. In 2013, the Supreme
Court had clubbed Tulsiram
Prajapati's encounter killing
case with that of Sohrabuddin.

In December, 2014, Special
CBI Judge M. B. Gosavi in
Mumbai discharged Shah and
16 other co-accused, citing
either lack of sanction for pros-
ecution or insufficient evi-
dence against them.
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In a freak mishap, two labour-
ers were killed and two oth-

ers injured when they fell down
accidentally from the 10th
floor of an under-construction
building at Chembur in north-
east Mumbai.

The mishap took place at
around 9.30 am at under-con-
struction building being devel-
oped by Shabri Enterprises locat-
ed in the vicinity of the famous
of R K Studios at Chembur.  The
labourers were setting up win-
dows of a tenth floor flat.

The labourers who fell
from the tenth floor flat land-
ed on the first floor and they
had to be physically lifted and
brought down. 

Of the four labourers, two
succumbed to severe injuries.
The police identified two
deceased as Ahmed Shahadat
Shaikh (32) and Rajendra
Bhattilal Kaul (45).

The two other injured per-
sons were rushed
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC)-run
Shatabdi Hospital.
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Thiruvananthapuram: For
the third consecutive day the
Congress-led Opposition dis-
rupted the Kerala Assembly
over the Sabarimala issue forc-
ing the Speaker to adjourn the
House within 20 minutes after
it met on Friday.

As soon as Speaker P
Sreeramakrishnan took his
seat, Leader of Opposition
Ramesh Chennithala demand-
ed that either the Chair should
suspend the question hour or
allow an adjournment motion
during the zero hour to discuss
the "poor facilities" being pro-
vided in the temple town and
end the prohibitory orders in
place in Sabarimala.

"Yesterday the State Minister
of Devasoms Kadakampally
Surendran told the media that
we (opposition) ran away. 

"We are very much here,
but you do not give us the time
and the space to present our

case. We demand that we be
given time today," said
Chennithala and blamed the
Speaker of prejudice in his atti-
tude towards the opposition.

Sreeramakrishnan then
told the opposition that it was
flouting all the accepted norms
of the legislature and was
behaving irresponsible.

"This issue has already been
discussed for more than eight
hours and there has been no
new development at all. We will
allow you to raise this issue as
a submission," said the Speaker.

This led to sloganeering by
the opposition near the
Speaker's podium, forcing
Sreeramakrishnan to rush
through the day's business and
adjourn the House till Monday.

The Kerala Police has
clamped prohibitory orders at
the temple town till Friday
midnight following ongoing
protests by Hindu groups and

some political parties that
began in there on September
28 when the Supreme Court
allowed women of all ages to
enter the temple that hitherto
banned girls and women aged
10-50. IANS
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Reiterating his strident anti-
Dalit stance, Raghuraj

Pratap Singh alias Rajah
Bhaiya, independent MLA
from Kunda, who had opposed
the “draconian” provisions of
the SC/ST Act, on Friday float-
ed a new party which he said
would fight for “equality”
among all castes. He added
though he would be labelled
anti-Dalit, he was only talking
about equality.

On completion of his 25
years in politics, Singh organ-
ised a rally at Ramabai
Ambedkar Maidan in Lucknow
to announce his new party. He
announced his party would
have “Jansatta” as prefix. He said
he was not against Scheduled
Castes but the repressive laws
and caste-based discrimina-
tion in the payment of com-
pensation to different commu-
nities, who were victims of
crime like rape and murder, was
not acceptable to him.

He also hinted at forging
an alliance with the
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
Lohia headed by Shivpal Yadav,
the warring uncle of the
Samajwadi party chief
Akhilesh Yadav.

Addressing the rally, the
MLA demanded �1 crore com-
pensation for martyrs of Indian
Army and para-military forces,
payment of the cane dues to
farmers within a week and
ending the disparity in funda-
mental rights of citizens. An
estimated over two lakh per-
sons attended the rally.

“The prevention of the
(atrocities) against the
Schedule Castes and Scheduled
Tribes Act was legislated dur-
ing the regime of Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1989
and ever since the act had been
made more complicated and
more repressive  which was
being used or misused to tar-
get the upper castes’’, said
Rajah Bhaiya. He said if his
party came to power, there
would be no discrimination in
distribution of compensation
to martyrs laying down their
lives on the borders and all
would be given �1 core irre-
spective of caste and religion.

He alleged that all politi-
cal parties for their narrow
political ends made the SC/ST

Act more stringent and com-
plicated. The MLA also
demanded that all those among
the Dalit communities having
availed the benefits of the reser-
vation be denied the facility.

“After independence, all
political parties were unani-
mous on only one issue and
that was the SC/ST Act where
a person is sent to jail for six
months immediately after the
registration of the FIR. This
cannot be allowed to continue
for an indefinite period as all
citizens of the country have
same fundamental rights’’,
argued the independent MLA.

“We are for equality which
is our fundamental right while
as per the prevailing practice in
the Government the compen-
sation is determined on the
basis of caste’’, said the MLA
adding: “We are not demand-
ing that all be given the facili-
ties as given to Dalit commu-
nity but at the same time
demanding equality before law
is no crime.”  

He alleged those who had
sown the seeds of caste-based
discrimination would never

have imagined that one day
there would be a huge rally
against inequality and injustice
where the people from all caste
and communities would par-
ticipate. Keeping the cards
about his future political plan
close to his chest, he said
whether his party would con-
test the Lok Sabha polls in 2019
or he would go for an alliance
in the elections, the indepen-
dent MLA clarified that a deci-
sion would be taken after ECI
recognised the party. After the
address of Rajah Bhaiya, a
message sent by Shivpal Yadav
expressing good wishes for the
rally was also read out. The
message has given rise to the
speculation that both the par-
ties could join hands ahead of
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections.
Former MP Shailendra Kumar,
independent MLA Vinod Saroj
and his cousin Akshay Pratap
Singh were among those who
were on the dais along with
Rajah Bhaiya. A special train of
18 coaches came  from Kunda
Harnamganj railway station
carrying his supporters for
attending the rally.
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They say no news is consumable
till it has gone viral in curiosi-
ty value, trending on social
media tickers or generating cof-
fee cup conversations in

between work. That’s why on a day India
sent a crucial heavyweight communication
satellite into outer space, it was the wed-
ding of actors Deepika Padukone and
Ranveer Singh that had extra-terrestrial
status through pop-ups and notifications.
So much so that one news portal interest-
ingly put out a disclaimer of sorts with a
headline ‘10 other things that happened in
India’ while Deepika and Ranveer got mar-
ried in Lake Como. And when two days
ago, camera crews covering the Bollywood
reception of the two stars called Ranveer
bhaiyya and Deepika bhaabi, and the two
even acknowledged it with a heartfelt laugh
and banter, the celebrity takeover and
cooption of social media was complete.
Even in neighbouring Pakistan the hash-
tag #DeepVeerWedding knocked off some
pressing problems of the day from the
radar. Now it is #Nickyanka, the elaborate
coupling of our Bollywood diva Priyanka
Chopra with Hollywood’s Disney star Nick
Jonas that is defining our transnational
alliance in the social space.

Days before the wedding, Priyanka
herself unveiled a campaign called
#SocialForGood, advocating the use of
social media for a transformative impact
on society, helming a news positive revo-
lution so to speak. But truth be told, that
turned out to be kind of a CSR aside for
sustaining the wedding franchise that our
stars are investing in for personal brand-
building but which in the end is leading
to a pernicious Bollywoodisation of the
entire culturescape. Much to the detriment
of real innovators. This is not just setting
standards of an aspirational lifestyle that’s
unattainable and impossible in most cases
but one where celebrities, pretending to be
one of us by feeding everyday details of
their lives, have turned online media into
a giant performance space and are foment-
ing elitism by legitimising their club rules
as the only benchmark of social engage-
ment. Let’s take the #DeepVeer wedding
as a case in point. It was beautifully chore-
ographed and synced to charm all of us
into submission, “head to toe” as it were.
By denying mainstream intrusion, it ele-
vated their shrouded and manicured pri-
vacy into the most wanted commodity and
kept their couple value going beyond the
main event. If it had been available on a
mass scale, they would not have been able
to sustain their cultivated mystique beyond
the event horizon. And where did bits of
that appear? On social media platforms
from their personal handles and those of
their providers and friends. In a full-scale
promotion of a mutual admiration soci-
ety, designer Sabyasachi even turned sto-

ryteller, releasing videos of
how the ceremonial wear of
the bride and groom was part
of the Make in India narrative,
the boatmen and weavers of
Varanasi featured not quite
carelessly. Simultaneously, the
designer even insta-advertised
his two jewellery exhibitions in
Mumbai and Delhi, featuring
the same pieces sported by the
nation’s most adorable couple
of the hour. Needless to say
this wedding did to Lake
Como what no brochure, blog
or even PB Shelley’s poetry
could do. As for the love story,
it was presented cinemato-
graphically in a dulcet glow, a
bigger hit than their films
together, one that was idealised
and shareable at the same
time. This intimacy got both
their fans closer to themselves,
who felt they were being
embraced in the seeming can-
did moments than being treat-
ed like a fodder for their future
sustenance. Both may be indi-
vidual stars but with social
media granted a ringside view
of their projected divine union,
their fanbases merged and the
countless hits and heart emo-
jis raised their dual and indi-
vidual brand worth substan-
tially. New ads featuring both
were released immediately
after their wedding. With their
relationship becoming a social
influencer itself via their photo
stories, they have negotiated
their shelf life even beyond
films to advertisements, real-

ity shows, fireside chats and
even pop psychology talks.
By refusing gifts and urging
well wishers to donate to her
mental health foundation
instead, Deepika has kept her-
self relevant for the seminar
circuit as well as writing books. 

But this pedestal, bolstered
by exclusive coverage in
lifestyle magazines, has set
dreamy relationship and
lifestyle goals that are impos-
sible to emulate. And because
our celebrities are posited as
multi-talented enough in
achieving them, they are con-
sidered good enough to be an
advisory for how we minions
should run our lives, even
enhance them with meaning.
This communicability has
made them easy role models to
follow.

Nobody typifies this com-
plete capture of the Indian
mindset than Amitabh
Bachchan himself, who picks
up the broom, hammers home
Government propaganda, oils
his head, clears farmers’ debts
and even pushes toddler carts
suggesting winterwear for
babies. His pater familias act
has made him a real time Mr
India, breathing down our
everyday moments. He himself
has become the gross nation-
al product instead of the caus-
es or brands he is promoting.
Such is the pervasive celebri-
ty culture in our country today
that Andy Warhol’s prophecy
of “15 minutes of fame” has

leapt to 24-hour highs. The
star/icon has seeped so insid-
iously under our skin that we
now almost have a conversa-
tional relationship with
him/her and claim to be their
palliative and significant other
instead of being the solo cru-
sader ourselves within our
grossly different dynamics. So
much so that stars pouring out
everything to legitimise their
frailties and flaws are now
acceptable, from affairs to
alcoholism. No need for sala-
cious gossip anymore. The
confessional, honest mode is a
new tool of trade, seeking
instant redemption by virtue of
being, for want of a better
word, human. Even their irrev-
erence is a matter of consumer
reverence. Are we then trans-
ferring our weight of expecta-
tions on their lives, taking a
prurient interest in their pri-
vate pursuits, deviant or oth-
erwise, instead of looking at
our own?  

As society has moved on
from manufacturing to con-
sumerist, the celebrity, too,
has moved away from being a
leader by virtue of his merito-
rious achievements to one that
is consumable and aspirational,
largely fuelled by the media. Be
it positive or negative publici-
ty, the media has promoted,
created, deified and even sul-
lied the celebrities from enter-
tainment and sports, like com-
modities on the stock
exchange. This extravagant

value attached to the lives of
public figures — whose accom-
plishments may be limited
than what is projected — has
empowered their fans as legit-
imate stakeholders in deciding
their destinies in the multiple
and viral media space. Today
celebrities are considered func-
tional equivalents of leaders
who are just “being human.”
And the fan follower feels s/he
is sharing the same stage when
the star endorses his/her post.
Popstar Madonna began sell-
ing her “material” image to the
media in the late 1980s,
promising to be as see-through
as long as the media kept her
everywhere. This quid pro quo
deal has now reached critical
mass and is about to explode.
The celebrity has acquired a
new status in society and is the
new thought leader and life
coach, articulating our fears
and concerns. Even politicians
and spiritual leaders want to be
interviewed by them. That’s
debasing real worth for the
misperceived one. More seri-
ously, it is about allowing the
cult of celebrityhood to dictate
every agenda of our national
life, from culture, entertain-
ment, causes, sports and even
tourism. At the time of writing,
Virat-Anushka’s proposed
anniversary celebration at an
Australian retreat was being
talked about. There we go
again.

(The writer is Assosiate
Editor, The Pioneer)
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial,  “Too clever by half ”
(November 30). Numerous
attempts have been made in the
past to improve the relationship
between India and Pakistan,
such as the Shimla Agreement,
the Agra Summit, the Lahore
Declaration and the Samjhauta
Express, among others, but there
has been no significant improve-
ment till date. 

While laying the foundation
stone for the historic Kartarpur
Corridor,  Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan reported-
ly said, “We only need deter-
mined leadership on both sides”
to resolve the Kashmir issue.
This shows that he is keen on
improving relations with India.
But at the same time, Pakistan
must also stop its terror activi-
ties against its neighbour.

Muhammad Tarique
Mumbai
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial,  “Too clever by half ”
(November 30). Pakistan’s obses-

sion with Kashmir once again
came to the fore. Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan has been
talking big but has not matched
his talk with walk. 

I agree with the views
expressed in the editorial that
pro-Khalistan extremist Gopal
Singh Chawla’s presence at the
inauguration of the Kartarpur
corridor was not merely a coin-
cidence. Something serious must

be brewing between the Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) and
Mumbai attack mastermind and
banned Jamaat-ud-Dawah (JuD)
chief  Hafiz Saeed. It is very con-
venient for Pakistan to revive
Sikh militancy in the region with
help form such people. It is an
open secret now that any Prime
Minister in Pakistan, who dared
to not follow its Army’s tem-
plate, had to pay a huge price.

On the same lines, Imran
Khan will have to work in tan-
dem with his Army. It must not
be forgotten that it was the
Army over there that helped his
rise to the Prime Minister’s
position. It is, therefore, an
obligation for him to follow the
advice of the military. 

However, it is now up to
Imran Khan to walk the talk and
take a decisive action against the

terrorists. Unless cross-border
terrorism comes to an end, India
must not accept any peace dia-
logue initiative. 

In fact, we must now beef up
security at our borders, especial-
ly around Punjab and keep a
close watch on the internal activ-
ities. Pakistan-sponsored ter-
rorists have found new areas to
enter into India. We need to be
extra cautious. 

Bal Govind
Noida
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Critical State’ (November
29). Results to Assembly elec-
tions in f ive States —
Chhattisgarh, Mizoram, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Telangana — will set the tone
and tenor for next year’s Lok
Sabha poll. Who wins is a mat-
ter of keeping patience for polit-
ical pundits while both rivals
(BJP and Congress) can make
respective claims for victory.

Azhar Ali
Via web
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Laddu, the yellow ‘sweet ball’ made
from butter/oil, gram flour and
chopped nuts is perhaps one of

the most popular sweetmeats in the
subcontinent. And there’s a good rea-
son why this is so. It originated in South
Asia. According to the food and cul-
ture historian, Madhulika Dash, the
laddu was probably introduced thou-
sands of years ago. In a feature for the
November 18, 2018 edition of The
Indian Express, Dash wrote that the ori-
gins of laddu were medicinal. They
were used as a cure for various ailments,
and also given to teenaged girls ‘to keep
their raging hormones in check.’

AK Sinha, in his book,
‘Anthropology of Sweetmeats’, wrote that
(in India) the tradition of sweetmeats
being distributed and enjoyed during

festivals is linked to them first being
used in this manner during religious
occasions. By then the laddu had
evolved from being a medicinal item
to becoming a popular sweet. 

The Sultans of the Delhi Sultanate
and the Mughals, too, played a role in
enhancing the status of the laddu.
According to Dash, they introduced the
“Shahi laddu” by adding to it dates, figs,
fruits and vegetable seeds brought from
Persia. The immediate ancestor of the
modern-day laddu is about 300 years
old, when the British colonialists first
introduced white sugar in India.
According to Dash, the locals called the
sugar “white poison”, but this did not
stop them from adding large amounts
of it to their beloved laddu.

So, for centuries the laddu has been
the leading sweetmeat offered during
various Hindu and Muslim festivities
in South Asia. These include weddings,
Diwali, Eid, the birth of a child, pro-
fessional and educational successes, the
urs of saints, birthdays of holy figures,
et al. So it was natural that the practice
of offering and eating laddus to cele-
brate a political victory would also

become a norm. But surprisingly, the
tradition in this context — though
common in the region today — is not
as old as one would expect. For exam-
ple, during my research, I was unable
to come across even a single news in
any of the major pre-Partition Indian
English and Urdu newspapers of the
laddu or any other sweetmeat being dis-
tributed during a political win. 

In reports on the results of the cru-
cial 1946 election, for example, there is
no mention of laddus being enjoyed by
the winning candidates of the Indian
National Congress and the All India
Muslim League. What’s more, no lad-
dus can be found even in the most
detailed reports of the celebrations that
broke out with the respective indepen-
dence of Pakistan and India. The first
mention of laddus being distributed for
political reasons only exists in the shape
of anecdotes of those who were alive
during Pakistan’s first military coup in
1958. They say that many people cel-
ebrated the coup by distributing laddus,
even though there is no published evi-
dence to substantiate this claim.
However, ironically, I did come across

a report about some students distrib-
uting laddus in Karachi the day Ayub
Khan resigned in March 1969. The
report was published in the April 1969
issue of the now defunct monthly, The
Mirror.

Laddus, in this context, become
easy to find in newspaper reports after
1969. For example, various Urdu news-
papers carried photos of winning can-
didates being offered a laddu after their
victory in the 1970 election. Then, a
report published in a 1974 edition of
the Bangladesh Times mentions how
laddus in their thousands were distrib-
uted on the streets of Dhaka after East
Pakistan broke away to become
Bangladesh in December 1971. But the
politics of laddus suddenly becomes
rather morbid after 1977. JC Batra —
in his 1979 book, “The Trial and
Execution of Bhutto” — and Christina
Lamb — in “Waiting for Allah” —
wrotes that men in Lahore and Karachi
were seen distributing laddus after for-
mer Prime Minister, ZA Bhutto was
hanged in April 1979.

A similar thing happened in India
in 1984. SJ Tambia in Levelling Crowds

writes that reports of groups of Sikhs
distributing laddus and dancing after
the assassination of Indian Prime
Minister, Indira Gandhi (by her Sikh
guards) instigated violent riots against
the Sikh community. SJ Iqbal, in the
December 1988 issue of Third World
International, writes that laddus were
enthusiastically distributed in some
areas of Punjab and Sindh after Zia per-
ished in a plane crash in August 1988.

After 1988, the political usage of
laddu transcends morbidity and
becomes outright absurd. Newspapers
carried photos of PPP supporters dis-
tributing laddus after Benazir Bhutto
was elected Prime Minister in late 1988.
Such images are followed, just two years
later, with images of Nawaz Sharif sup-
porters distributing laddus after
Benazir’s regime was dismissed by then
president Ghulam Ishaq Khan, in
1990. Then in April 1993, photos of
PPP supporters treating each other with
laddus can be found in various news-
papers after the Nawaz Sharif regime
was dismissed by Ishaq. 

However, in May the same year,
pictures of Nawaz supporters munch-

ing on laddus appeared after the
Supreme Court restored his
Government. But by October 1993, the
laddus were back in the PPP’s hands
after Benazir won that year’s election.
The laddus then slipped back into the
possession of cheerful PML-N support-
ers after Benazir’s second Government
was dismissed in 1996.

Gen Musharraf ’s October 1999
coup could not stop the laddu madness.
In fact, Mathew Joseph — in
Understanding Pakistan — and Feroz
Khan — in Eating Grass — wrote that
newspapers then were full of reports
about how hundreds of Pakistanis were
seen distributing laddus and dancing
on the day of Musharraf ’s coup. So
there is a reason why on July 17, 2016,
the current Prime Minister, Imran
Khan, was quoted by newspapers as
saying “People will distribute sweets if
the Army takes over.” He was in the
Opposition at that time. Was this a
clever way to use the political laddu
imagery to tempt the sweet tooth of the
‘umpire’? I am sure he is not thinking
the same now that he is in power.

(Courtesy: Dawn)
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Anew dimension to financial inclusion
is digital finance which is being
powered by Fintech or financial tech-
nology. Technology is now the new
mantra which India has embraced

vigorously. At the recent Fintech festival in
Singapore, Prime Minister Narendra Modi pro-
claimed that India will be the new destination of
financial technology or Fintech.

Three major technological developments
have changed financial services in profound ways: 

1) The capability of machine learning  and
Artificial Intelligence to process huge amounts
of data at ever-greater speeds and ever-lower
costs. 

2) The possibility to move that data back and
forth through the Internet almost for free.

3) The ability to download and upload that
data stream through smartphones.  

Fintech stands for financial technology or
technology used for the financial sector, and com-
prises of multiple things — Artificial Intelligence,
virtual reality, blockchain, cloud-based software,
machine learning — all of which provide a
mantra for financial institutions as they are pow-
ering them with  limitless reach.

Fintech refers to the use of innovative tech-
nology to provide, enable and enhance financial
services such as payment, money transfer, insur-
ance, fund raising and so on. Fintech is a com-
bination of the words "financial” and “technol-
ogy”. According to the World Economic Forum,
it involves “the innovative use of technology in
the design and delivery of financial services and
products” including things like cryptocurrency,
blockchain, mobile and Internet banking. Fintech
is enabling us to shift towards a future where
communities are empowered to drive their own
financial security, resilience and freedom.  “

Innovations in technology are enabling pre-
viously unbanked people to gain access to finan-
cial services at an unprecedented speed and scale.
Global revolution in mobile communications,
along with rapid advances in digital payment sys-
tems, is creating opportunities to connect poor
households to affordable and reliable financial
tools through mobile phones, and other digital
interfaces .Digital Financial Inclusion (DFI) has
emerged as a new wave with hopes that it will
reach the last mile consumer in the most con-
venient and affordable manner.

Innovations in technology, such as mobile
banking, mobile payments and borrower iden-
tification using biometric data (fingerprinting and
iris scans among others), is make it easier and
less expensive for people to use financial services,
while also increasing financial security. Novel
mechanisms  have broadened financial inclusion.
ATMs, cellular phones, personal digital assistants,
handheld computers and smart cards are attempt-
ing to dramatically reduce the cost of service pro-
vision in rural areas.  

Financial institutions are using social media
data, bill payment patterns, mobile call data
records and psychometric testing to establish
credit profiles and target previously invisible con-
sumers. India has to contend with a geographi-
cal and cultural divide of a great magnitude. The
aversion of the 'other India' to digital finance has
more to do with their aversion to everything that

has to do with technology. And this
stems from their lack of trust in it. It
is also partly on account of lack of com-
fort with technology and literacy need-
ed to fully use these services. Women
often face additional barriers: Less
access to mobile phone, lower literacy
levels, less confidence in using technol-
ogy and restrictions on travel or social
interaction.

When we design solutions that
recognise everyone as an equal part-
ners, we will have a real chance of
achieving our aims. Each society is at
a different stage of digital financial
inclusion and, thus, the solutions
needed to bring it up-to-date must be
appropriate to the social, cultural and
economic context. By respecting the
cultural outlook of the people and
embracing their concerns we enlist
their support for the change, and that
is what will pave the way for lasting and
sustainable success. 

The race to digitalisation, therefore,
cannot be a sprint. India culturally
believes in cash and a paradigm shift
in thinking will need time and
resources. It will actually involve a
migration to new social and cultural
patterns and habits. There are marked
demographic and class issues built into
India's cashless transition. The tech
class will have to get a better grasp of
the impact on the ground. India speaks
438 languages, according to The
Economist, each with multiple dialects
and scripts.

A major headway has been made
largely due to the JAM trinity (Jan
Dhan Yojana, Aadhaar and mobile
phone respectively). Block chain tech-
nology holds the potential to stream-
line land records and asset registries.
To create the right conditions and con-
text to facilitate a seamless transition
in digital financial services we have to
enable the following: 

i) Balancing the regulatory frame-
work to support innovation and com-
petition while ensuring safety, stabili-
ty and soundness of the financial sys-
tem.

ii) Supportive regulations and
openness to banks and non-banks,
including fintechs, telecom-supported
financial players, crowd funding, and
big data analytics. 

iii) Regulatory sandboxes to test
new digital ideas and initiatives. 

iv) Adequacy of  digital infrastruc-
ture. 

v) Government support for digital
financial service adoption

vi) Efficient and fast settlement sys-
tems between financial service
providers

vii) Good national identification
systems and the role of biometrics and
tiered know-your customer digital
solutions. India’s Aadhaar is the world’s
most revolutionary concept in this
direction.

For the financial inclusion indus-
try to be able to capitalise fully on the
benefits of digital financial services, it
is important that the accompanying
risks are understood and adequately
addressed. Though these risks cannot
be eliminated, they can be mitigated.
We  need to keep in mind the concerns
of security, affordability, and safety of
these new financial channels. With
many opportunities provided by
groundbreaking technology and inno-
vative business operations also comes
new risks. The risks related to imple-
menting digital financial services
extend far beyond operational and
technical risks. The fintech revolution
is no different. Loss of privacy is the
most obvious risk; indeed, despite
efforts to create safeguards, it is all but
inevitable.

Changing the financial frame-
work is also not enough. Consumers

will have to walk that extra mile if they
want to reap the harvest of these new
financial tools. The new revolution
will have better chances of success if
it is driven less by financial punditry
and more by empathetic governance.
People take to new technologies when
they see clear benefits; have greater
confidence in the markets and ser-
vices; find it convenient; and can
afford it. The painful reality is that
providers, too, often focus on short-
term incentives at the expense of long-
term consumer trust and loyalty.

The Reserve Bank of India has
been rightly espousing a cautious
approach in addressing concerns
around consumer protection and law
enforcement. The key objective of the
regulator has been around creating an
environment for unhindered innova-
tions by Fintech, expanding the reach
of banking services for the unbanked
population, regulating an efficient
electronic payment and providing
alternative options to the consumers.

Building inclusive digital
economies requires the collective
action of Governments, industry,
financiers and the civil society. Before
speeding ahead, we need to build the
infrastructure, align the policies and
create the tools that will enable the
poor to comfortably board the digital
train. As Ghanaian diplomat Kofi
Annan had said  in 2004, “In manag-
ing, promoting and protecting the
Internet's presence in our lives, we need
to be no less creative than those who
invented it. Clearly, there is a need for
governance, but that does not neces-
sarily mean that it has to be done in the
traditional way, for something that is
so very different.”

(The writer is Member, NITI
Aayog’s National Committee on
Financial Literacy and Inclusion for
Women)
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Demonetisation
was a move

against corrupt
people and not
against elite as has
been indicated by
former chief eco-
nomic advisor
A r v i n d
Subramanian, Niti
Aayog vice-chair-
man Rajiv Kumar
said on Friday.

Subramanian
in a soon to be
published book,
‘Of Counsel: The
Challenges of the
Modi-Jaitley Economy’ has
criticised demonetisation as  a
massive, draconian, monetary
shock that accelerated eco-
nomic slide.

“I have seen a report which
quoted Subramanian as saying
that demonetisation was
against elite. I don’t know why
he used the word elite. It was a
step against those who are cor-
rupt and had stored ill-gotten
wealth.

“I hope my friend Arvind
is not equating these people
with the elite of the country
because elite of this country I
hope and I believe that  is hon-
est, hard working and law
abiding,” Kumar said on the
sidelines of CII Health
Summit.

Subramanian in a recent
article said one answer to the

demonetisation puzzle was that
poor people were willing to
overlook their own hardship,
knowing that the rich and
their ill-begotten wealth were
experiencing even greater hard-
ship.

“I lost a goat but they lost
their cows,” Subramanian
added.

Anti-elite populism, or
‘rich bashing,’as The Economist
put it, could have taken the
form of other punitive actions
— taxation, appropriation,
raids — targeted just at the cor-
rupt rich, he said, adding,”
Why entangle the innocent
masses and impoverish them in
the bargain?”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on November 8, 2016,
had announced demonetisa-
tion of �1,000 and �500 notes

in a major assault on black
money, fake currency and cor-
ruption.

Subramanian was the chief
economic adviser from
October 2014 to June 2018 cit-
ing “pressing family commit-
ments” and has returned to the
US.  In 2017 his term was
extended for a year. 

Addressing the delegates,
Kumar said the Government
wants to digitise health data of
entire population.

The Niti Aayog vice-chair-
man also noted that both the
Government and private sector
hospitals need to adopt mod-
ern technology in health care
sector.

“Both public and private
sector hospitals need some
degree of self regulation,” he
said. 
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West Bengal’s cement
capacity is likely to see

robust expansion to the tune of
about 10 million tonne in the
next few years, officials said on
Friday.

State Finance Minister
Amit Mitra said the capex of
the state is at �19,000-20,000
crore, a rise of 8.5 times since
2011-12, which had an impact
on cement demand.

“When we came to power
(in 2011), there were only five
cement companies with a com-
bined capacity of 4.8 million
tonne. Now, there are 16 com-
panies with a total installed
capacity of about 20 million
tonne,” Mitra said at
‘Cementing India’, organised by
the Indian Chamber of
Commerce here.

A number of cement com-
panies have announced expan-
sion plans in the state, includ-
ing JSW Cement (2.4 million
tonne to 4.8 million tonne) and
Dalmia Cement (1.7 million
tonne to 4 million tonne).

Star Cement will set up a
greenfield grinding plant at
Jalpaiguri district of 2-million
tonne capacity.

“The combined new
cement capacity expansion of
the industry in West Bengal is
about 10 million tonne over the
next two-three years,” said Star
Cement Director Sanjay
Agarwal.
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The rupee strengthened fur-
ther by 27 paise to close at

a four-month high of 69.58
against the US currency Friday,
extending gains for a fourth day
in a row aided by easing crude
oil prices and firm stock mar-
kets.

The rupee traded firm
against the US currency despite
a firm dollar overseas, sig-
nalling a change in sentiments
of forex speculators, analysts
said.  

At the Interbank Foreign
Exchange (Forex), the rupee
opened higher at 69.68, and
soon gathered momentum to
touch a high of 69.57.

The domestic unit, how-
ever, pared some gains and set-
tled the day up by 27 paise at
69.58 a dollar, a level not seen
since August 1.

On Thursday the rupee
had vaulted 77 paise to a three-
month high of 69.85 per US
dollar.

“The INR remained
unchanged today despite dol-
lar strength, signaling changing
sentiments amongst forex spec-
ulators, a rise in FII inflows and
crude stabilising below $60,”
said Sunil Sharma, Chief
Investment Officer, Sanctum
Wealth Management.

Sharma further noted that
the key events this week will be
the discussion on trade
between China and the US at
the G20, and agreements, if any,

on crude supply cuts amongst
OPEC nations.

Traders said sustained for-
eign fund inflows, easing crude
oil prices and a smart recovery
in domestic equity markets
also aided the domestic cur-
rency.

Globally, Brent crude, the
international benchmark, was
trading 1.18 per cent down at
$58.81 per barrel.

The 30-share Sensex settled
23.89 points, or 0.07 per cent,
higher at 36,194.30, while the
broader NSE Nifty gained 18.05
points, or 0.17 per cent, to
10,876.75.

Meanwhile, on net basis,
foreign funds sold shares worth
Rs 332.62 crore, while DIIs pur-
chased share to the tune of Rs
1,489.65 crore Friday, provi-
sional data showed.

The Financial Benchmark
India Private Ltd (FBIL) set the
reference rate for the
rupee/dollar at 69.6574 and for
rupee/euro at 79.3588. The
reference rate for rupee/British
pound was fixed at 89.0848 and
for rupee/100 Japanese yen at
61.43. 
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MyBox Technologies, a Hero
Electronix venture, spe-

cialising in the research & devel-
opment and manufacturing of
set-top boxes, announced it is
now an Alexa Voice Service
(AVS) solution provider.
Collaborating with Amazon,
MyBox is one of the first sys-
tems integrators to build an AVS
solution for the video platform.
MyBox’s solution allows set-top
box manufacturers to bring the
power of Alexa to their devices,

providing customers with the
simplicity of voice control and
access to more than 15,000
Alexa skills.

The MyBox solution
enables cable and DTH oper-
ators to bring Alexa to com-
patible, pre-existing set-top
boxes. Paired with MyBox’s
hub and microphone-equipped
remote control, customers will
have access to Alexa and the
ability to control smart home
devices, play music, shop for
household goods, and more –
hands-free.
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Tata International, the glob-
al trading arm of the Tata

group and one of India’s lead-
ing exporters of Leather and
leather products, won top
Council for Leather Exports
(CLE) Awards in recognition
of their excellent export per-
formance during the year
2017-18. The CLE organized
the ‘CLE Export Awards and
Leather Conclave’ on
November 29, 2018 in New
Delhi in the presence of Chief
Guest Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble
Union Minister of Commerce
& Industry and Civil Aviation,
Govt of India.

Tata International bagged
the 3rd place in Overall
Exports — Leather & Leather
Products including Non-
Leather Footwear followed by
2nd place in Leather Footwear
category (Above �300 Crores)
and 1st place in the Finished
Leather Category (Above �200
Crores & Upto �300 Crores).

Commenting on the occa-
sion, V Muthukumaran, Head
of Leather Products, Tata
International Limited said,
“We are honored that our
efforts have been recognized
and I would like to congratu-
late our team at Tata
International for this achieve-
ment.”
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The full-year fiscal
deficit target of

�6.24 lakh crore was
breached at October-
end mainly on
account of lower rev-
enue collections,
showed Government
data on Friday, reflecting dete-
rioration in public finances.

The fiscal deficit or gap
between expenditure and rev-
enue was �6.48 lakh crore or
103.9 per cent of Budget
Estimate (BE) during April-
October of the current finan-
cial year. At end of October
2017-18, the deficit was 96.1
per cent of the BE.

The Government has bud-
geted to cut fiscal deficit to 3.3
per cent of GDP in 2018-19
from 3.53 per cent in the pre-
vious financial year.

According to the data
released by the Controller
General of Accounts (CGA),
the revenue receipts of the
Government totalled �7.88
lakh crore or 45.7 per cent of
the BE for 2018-19 as com-
pared to 48.1 per cent of BE last
year. The Government has
budgeted to mop up �17.25
lakh crore revenue during the

current fiscal.
Tax revenue was 44.7 per

cent of BE compared to 51.6
per cent achieved in the com-
parable period of the last year.

As per the CGA data, the
total expenditure of the
Government at October-end
was �14.56 lakh crore or 59.6
per cent of the BE. The expen-
diture in terms of percentage of
the BE was marginally higher
in the year-ago period.

“Fiscal deficit figure shown
in monthly accounts during a
financial year is not necessar-
ily an indicator of fiscal deficit
for the year as it gets impacted
by temporal mismatch between
flow of not-debt receipts and
expenditure up to that month
on account of various transi-
tional factors both on receipt
and expenditure side, which
may get substantially offset by
the end of the financial year,”
CGA said.
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Diplomats from the Group
of 20 countries were hag-

gling hard over a final summit
statement on Friday, with deep
divisions over what language to
use on the Paris climate accord
and the World Trade
Organisation, according to two
European officials involved in
the discussions.

Facing the prospect of a
no-statement summit,
European delegations were try-
ing to create a common front
and may come out with their
own separate declaration if
they can’t get the US or others
on board. European leaders
were meeting in the morning
at the summit venue in the
Argentine capital to stake out
common positions on trade,
climate and the killing of dis-
sident Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi.

France is seeking to build
coalitions on certain issues or
“ad hoc partnerships” to try to
salvage the spirit of the G-20
even if all countries can’t agree,
according to a French official.

The officials weren’t autho-
rised to be named speaking
about the closed-door discus-
sions and spoke on condition
of anonymity.

The G-20 was supposed to
focus on issues like develop-
ment, infrastructure and
investment, but as the gather-
ing officially kicked off, those
themes seem like afterthoughts,
overshadowed by contentious
matters from the US-China
trade dispute to the conflict
over Ukraine.

European Council
President Donald Tusk urged
G-20 leaders to discuss “trade
wars, the tragic situation in

Syria and Yemen and Russian
aggression in Ukraine.” 

He said the European
Union is expected to extend
sanctions on Moscow over its
“totally unacceptable” seizure of
Ukrainian ships and their
crews near Crimea.

“Europe is united in its
support for Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity,”
Tusk said, calling the standoff
“a cause of great concern.” 

Russian President Vladimir
Putin, who arrived in Buenos
Aires on Friday morning, is
among the leaders involved. 

Russia and Ukraine have
traded blame over the ship inci-
dent.

Also expected to loom
large amid dozens of bilateral
meetings in Buenos Aires: the
gruesome slaying of Khashoggi
in Saudi Arabia’s Istanbul con-
sulate and how the Saudi crown
prince, who is alleged to have
ordered the killing, is received
by world leaders.

He didn’t mention the
killing itself, but stressed the
importance of the “basic safe-
ty of journalists” and said “it’s
our obligation to press our
partners to respect these basic
principles.” 

Saudi Arabia has denied
that Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman played a role, but
some leaders may be cool
toward him to avoid seeming to
legitimize a man who US intel-
ligence agencies concluded
ordered the killing. 

US President Donald
Trump’s administration has
made clear it does not want to
torpedo the longstanding US
relationship with Riyadh, how-
ever. It is the prince’s first sig-
nificant appearance overseas
since the killing. 
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New Delhi: Consumer electronics maker Samsung India on Friday extend-

ed its product range in the hospitality TV segment by introducing a new UHD
(Ultra-high-definition) line-up with personalised interface and other features.
The company is eyeing the growing hospitality business and new hotels com-
ing up in the luxury and budget segment across the country to boost its busi-
ness in the segment. “We do see a good potential in the segment when it
comes to hospitality,” said Samsung India VP Consumer Electronics
Enterprise Business Puneet Sethi. The company, however, declined to share
its market share in the segment, in which it competes with other TV man-
ufacturers.” “We are leading the market and would take the position forward,”
he said. All eight models of hospitality TV introduced, run through Samsung
Tizen operating system and would have facilities as interface, soft access point,
LAN Out etc. Besides, there is an option to play content via Bluetooth con-
nectivity from any handset - Android, Tizen, Windows, Ubuntu and iOS,
the statement added. Hospitality TV, which are sold through B2B channel
are identical in looks with the normal TV, but are loaded with several fea-
tures and are customised as per the customer’s requirement.
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New Delhi: The government has extended the due date of filing tax
deducted at source (TDS) returns under GST laws for the October-
December period till January 31, 2019. The TDS provisions under the goods
and services tax (GST) were brought into effect from October 1, 2018.
According to the Central GST (CGST) Act, the notified entities are required
to collect TDS at 1 per cent on payments to goods or services suppliers
in excess of Rs 2.5 lakh. Also, states levy 1 per cent TDS under state laws.
The Finance Ministry, through a notification, extended the due date for
filing TDS returns under GST for the October-December 2018 period, till
January 31, 2019. 
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New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI) Tata Motors-owned Jaguar Land Rover (JLR)
Friday said it is undertaking adjustment of vehicle production at its plant at
Wolverhampton, central England, as a result of which 250 temporary jobs
will be affected. The company further said it will undertake a two-week pro-
duction pause at the plant in December and has asked 500 workers to stay
at home although they would continue to draw salaries during the period.
Terming the external environment as challenging, the company said it is tak-
ing decisive actions to achieve the necessary operational efficiencies to safe-
guard long-term success. “To deliver a growing range of electrified cars for
our customers we are making tough decisions, but the transformation of the
business relies on this,” JLR said in a statement.
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Former chief economic advi-
sor (CEA) Arvind

Subramanian has made a strong
pitch to the government to
claim �4.5-7 trillion in excess
capital from the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI). RBI is an outlier
among its peers as it is keeping
close to 28 per cent of its bal-
ancesheet in the reserves, against
an 8.4 per cent global average,
Subramanian, who was the CEA
from October 2014 to June
2018, writes in a soon-to-be-
published book ‘Of Counsel:
The Challenges of the Modi-
Jaitley Economy’.

Stating that the swelling
captial base of the RBI needs to
be held accountable, he pegs the
excess capital that the apex bank
holds from �4.5 trillion from the
ratio of shareholder equity to
assets, and at �7 trillion from a
BIS-mandated average based
on 1 per cent of risk cover ratio.

“The RBI is an outlier
among major central banks. It
holds about 28 per cent in
reserve capital, which is the
fifth largest amongst all major
central banks Compared to the
typical central bank (8.4 per cent
ratio), it has excess capital of
about �7 trillion," he writes.

He goes on to argue that
“when looked at the practices of
all the major central banks and
the Bank for International
Settlements (BIS), nearly all the

other central banks choose a risk
tolerance level of 1 per cent and
when we apply this tolerance
level to the risks facing RBI, the
formula shows that RBI has an
excess capital amounting to �4.5
trillion”. As per the RBI’s annu-
al report for FY18, its balance
sheet stood at �361.75 trillion,
up 9.5 per cent from FY17,
boosted by rising foreign invest-
ments and growth in foreign
exchange reserves. On June 30,
2017, its balance sheet stood at
�330.4 trillion.

The RBI follows a July-June
fiscal year. The note-ban of
November 2016 had shrank the
central bank’s balancesheet by
close to �15.8 trillion.

Admitting that counting
RBI balance from the 1 per cent
risk ratio perspective as a “too
crude a way of calculating it”,
Subramanian says central banks
across the world are using the
analytical framework based on
economic capital framework to
arrive at the optimal level of cap-
ital, which essentially involves
conducting a value-at-risk analy-
sis for the various sources of
potential risk for a central bank.

The book, to be published
by Penguin Random House
India, comes at a time when the
recent spat between the gov-
ernment and RBI over a host of
issues including this capital
demand, ended up RBI ceding
ground and agreeing to set up a
panel to look into the details of

a new economic capital frame-
work for the central bank.

Stating that the range of
RBI’s actual capital position
reflects an ambiguity, he says the
ratio of shareholder equity to
assets “varies from over 40 per
cent in the case of Norway to
negative capital in the case of
Israel, Chile and Thailand, with
a median holding of 8.4 per cent
for 54 major developed and
emerging market economies for
2016-17”. But he also underlines
that any change in the captial
position of the central bank
involves many risk such as mar-
ket risk that captures the risks
arising out of change in the value
of their assets like forex reserves,
gold and government securities;
credit risks in the form of loss-
es arising due to default by
counterparties; operational risk;
and contingent risks among
others. But he also adds that
none of these risks can justify the
large capital that RBI sits over as
the sovereign’s security is more
important and credible than
that of its central bank.

“Central banks are part of
the government, and it is the
broader government balance
sheet that matters, not that of
any of its constituents. As long
as overall conditions are rea-
sonable, the stream of profits will
eventually make up for any cap-
ital shortfalls because central
banks have a unique ability to
generate income,” he says.
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The RBI has cited “serious lapses” in
governance and a “poor compliance

culture” at Yes Bank as reasons for its
“regulatory discomfort” in allowing
Rana Kapoor to head the private sec-
tor lender, sources said, citing a com-
munication from the central bank.

Asking the Yes Bank board to
appoint a successor to Kapoor latest by
February 1, 2019, the RBI in its letter
dated September 17 to the lender's then
chairman Ashok Chawla also said the
bank has displayed "highly irregular"
credit management practices.

While Chawla, who resigned from
the board earlier this month, was not
reachable for comments, an e-mail sent
to the RBI on the matter remained
unanswered.

Despite repeated queries from PTI,
Yes Bank did not comment on specif-
ic “concerns” raised by the RBI in its
letter, saying that “any communication
exchanges between the Bank and its
regulator (RBI) are secret, confidential
and privileged”.

Sources close to the bank, howev-
er, said several of the concerns raised
by the RBI have already been addressed
and the same were reflected in its com-
munication. They also claimed that the
bank has complied with all corrective
actions sought by the RBI, most of
them having been done before the
September 17 missive.

In a BSE filing on September 19,
Yes Bank had said it has been intimat-
ed by the RBI vide a letter dated
September 17 that Kapoor may con-
tinue as the MD and CEO till January
31, 2019, but did not disclose any fur-

ther details on the RBI’s communica-
tion.

Sources citing the RBI’s letter said
the central bank also wrote about its
“concern” relating to a steep hike in
Kapoor’s remuneration by the board
while seeking a three-year reappoint-
ment, saying it was in defiance of its
earlier recommendations to bank
boards to cut CEO bonuses.

The central bank said these hap-
penings reinforce its “grave concern
and regulatory discomfort with the role
of the incumbent MD & CEO in the
governance, management and super-
intendence of the affairs of the Yes
Bank”.

Rejecting Yes Bank’s request for
reappointment of Kapoor, the RBI said
there have also been other serious vio-
lations of statutory and regulatory
guidelines during the past three finan-
cial years at the bank.

Ever since the RBI curtailed
Kapoor's tenure at Yes Bank, its stock,
which used to be a top pick of many
brokerages, has taken a massive beat-
ing. In the two trading sessions after the
RBI move, the stock crashed over 40 per
cent and it is now down to its 33-month
low. The Yes Bank board had written to
the RBI on May 31, seeking reappoint-
ment of Kapoor for three years with
effect from September 1.

Earlier, the RBI had in an April 11
letter said it had found a number of
“serious lapses in the functioning and
governance of the bank”, which are mat-
ters of “utmost concern”. The regulator
had also flagged these issues to the then
chairman Ashok Chawla, and had said
that the corrective actions initiated at the
bank were “post-facto”.

Script Last Abs Change
Traded Price Change %
3MINDIA 21650.00 890.90 4.29
8KMILES 181.80 8.65 5.00
AARTIIND 1436.20 -19.65 -1.35
ABB 1395.05 12.55 0.91
ABBOTINDIA 7440.00 81.05 1.10
ABCAPITAL 105.00 0.35 0.33
ABFRL 180.95 -4.55 -2.45
ACC 1483.75 21.05 1.44
ADANIPORTS 365.90 -3.45 -0.93
ADANIPOWER 55.40 -0.05 -0.09
ADANITRANS 224.90 -2.05 -0.90
ADVENZYMES 183.80 2.00 1.10
AEGISLOG 209.80 -13.75 -6.15
AIAENG 1697.40 80.90 5.00
AJANTPHARM 1175.00 53.00 4.72
AKZOINDIA 1577.40 -6.80 -0.43
ALBK 48.40 1.10 2.33
ALKEM 1907.10 41.20 2.21
ALLCARGO 104.60 -2.85 -2.65
AMARAJABAT 709.25 -14.75 -2.04
AMBUJACEM 218.00 1.00 0.46
ANDHRABANK 28.60 0.55 1.96
APARINDS 615.35 -0.30 -0.05
APLAPOLLO 1276.60 -11.70 -0.91
APLLTD 616.70 47.55 8.35
APOLLOHOSP 1262.30 19.80 1.59
APOLLOTYRE 238.40 2.85 1.21
ASAHIINDIA 261.10 0.90 0.35
ASHOKA 129.95 -2.65 -2.00
ASHOKLEY 112.25 2.35 2.14
ASIANPAINT 1344.90 -7.75 -0.57
ASTERDM 152.05 7.50 5.19
ASTRAL 1022.00 -43.00 -4.04
ATUL 3470.80 1.15 0.03
AUBANK 568.15 -14.80 -2.54
AUROPHARMA 810.30 18.90 2.39
AVANTI 340.45 0.45 0.13
AXISBANK 625.75 -4.60 -0.73
BAJAJ-AUTO 2736.80 11.75 0.43
BAJAJCORP 362.45 7.45 2.10
BAJAJELEC 471.90 -0.35 -0.07
BAJAJFINSV 6007.30 -6.50 -0.11
BAJAJHLDNG 2990.00 -21.55 -0.72
BAJFINANCE 2528.40 22.70 0.91
BALKRISIND 958.90 -10.95 -1.13
BALMLAWRIE 187.65 -1.60 -0.85
BALRAMCHIN 100.85 2.55 2.59
BANDHANBNK 480.70 -5.70 -1.17
BANKBARODA 104.70 -0.30 -0.29
BANKINDIA 84.85 -0.15 -0.18
BASF 1594.50 -14.35 -0.89
BATAINDIA 1039.75 40.70 4.07
BAYERCROP 4230.00 40.85 0.98
BBTC 1381.75 49.30 3.70
BEL 83.20 -2.20 -2.58
BEML 753.70 -11.15 -1.46
BERGEPAINT 319.50 -0.40 -0.13
BHARATFIN 1018.30 -11.80 -1.15
BHARATFORG 564.30 -7.85 -1.37
BHARTIARTL 313.55 -3.30 -1.04
BHEL 68.80 0.75 1.10
BIOCON 622.25 19.70 3.27
BIRLACORPN 620.40 -3.85 -0.62
BLISSGVS 151.00 -5.10 -3.27
BLUEDART 3132.60 -20.70 -0.66
BLUESTARCO 668.00 9.85 1.50
BOMDYEING 99.30 -2.55 -2.50
BOSCHLTD 18860.10 59.35 0.32
BPCL 323.00 -6.65 -2.02
BRITANNIA 3159.25 122.55 4.04
CADILAHC 363.90 7.65 2.15
CANBK 255.65 -5.10 -1.96
CANFINHOME 269.00 1.50 0.56
CAPF 525.65 1.80 0.34
CAPPL 402.30 -2.10 -0.52
CARBORUNIV 360.00 0.90 0.25
CARERATING 959.80 -0.05 -0.01
CASTROLIND 151.05 -6.05 -3.85
CCL 266.70 -0.75 -0.28
CEATLTD 1262.80 9.55 0.76
CENTRALBK 29.15 0.20 0.69
CENTRUM 38.10 0.05 0.13
CENTURYPLY 173.70 -3.85 -2.17
CENTURYTEX 918.85 23.90 2.67
CERA 2350.00 12.70 0.54
CGPOWER 38.75 0.40 1.04
CHAMBLFERT 152.45 3.95 2.66
CHENNPETRO 272.70 -4.90 -1.77
CHOLAFIN 1310.10 -19.00 -1.43
CIPLA 539.90 15.35 2.93
COALINDIA 244.30 -2.35 -0.95
COCHINSHIP 376.10 -3.80 -1.00

COFFEEDAY 262.75 -0.55 -0.21
COLPAL 1217.25 -14.55 -1.18
CONCOR 676.45 2.50 0.37
COROMANDEL 406.00 -0.05 -0.01
CORPBANK 26.50 -0.55 -2.03
CRISIL 1501.65 9.10 0.61
CROMPTON 216.25 1.15 0.53
CUB 173.95 -3.05 -1.72
CUMMINSIND 805.75 1.25 0.16
CYIENT 598.70 -1.95 -0.32
DABUR 410.60 -2.95 -0.71
DBCORP 177.45 -0.55 -0.31
DBL 459.45 5.85 1.29
DCBBANK 156.60 0.65 0.42
DCMSHRIRAM 354.55 -3.00 -0.84
DEEPAKFERT 160.90 -1.85 -1.14
DEEPAKNI 257.50 9.25 3.73
DELTACORP 238.70 1.70 0.72
DENABANK 15.95 0.05 0.31
DHANUKA 423.50 -2.30 -0.54
DHFL 212.40 11.85 5.91
DISHTV 38.00 -1.00 -2.56
DIVISLAB 1437.20 -20.50 -1.41
DLF 177.95 -1.60 -0.89
DMART 1488.30 49.30 3.43
DRREDDY 2713.35 60.55 2.28
ECLERX 1020.40 -36.70 -3.47
EDELWEISS 169.40 2.90 1.74
EICHERMOT 23405.20 -96.55 -0.41

EIDPARRY 209.35 -6.65 -3.08
EIHOTEL 194.90 8.30 4.45
ELGIEQUIP 247.00 9.85 4.15
EMAMILTD 438.05 -0.50 -0.11
ENDURANCE 1117.05 38.10 3.53
ENGINERSIN 116.70 -0.95 -0.81
ENIL 613.00 1.00 0.16
EQUITAS 107.75 1.20 1.13
ERIS 621.05 10.00 1.64
ESCORTS 704.45 10.15 1.46
ESSELPRO 90.00 1.75 1.98
EVEREADY 196.55 -4.20 -2.09
EXIDEIND 261.65 4.35 1.69
FCONSUMER 45.95 -0.90 -1.92
FDC 189.00 -2.00 -1.05
FEDERALBNK 85.30 0.35 0.41
FINCABLES 460.00 1.25 0.27
FINOLEXIND 549.90 11.40 2.12
FLFL 404.00 18.65 4.84
FORBESCO 2543.00 79.05 3.21
FORCEMOT 1676.95 -26.90 -1.58
FORTIS 147.60 0.30 0.20
FRETAIL 522.95 18.70 3.71
FSL 52.20 0.15 0.29
GAIL 343.65 4.10 1.21
GDL 140.40 -2.95 -2.06
GEPIL 813.60 5.60 0.69
GESHIP 285.80 1.85 0.65
GET&D 231.85 -3.30 -1.40
GHCL 226.20 7.90 3.62
GICHSGFIN 232.60 2.65 1.15
GICRE 285.00 -6.40 -2.20
GILLETTE 6557.10 61.20 0.94
GLAXO 1354.20 15.50 1.16
GLENMARK 653.40 16.60 2.61
GMDCLTD 86.35 -0.05 -0.06
GMRINFRA 16.05 0.00 0.00
GNFC 340.95 5.10 1.52
GODFRYPHLP 927.85 -7.00 -0.75
GODREJAGRO 497.00 -2.65 -0.53
GODREJCP 750.45 4.40 0.59
GODREJIND 548.80 11.50 2.14
GODREJPROP 666.05 29.85 4.69
GPPL 96.15 0.55 0.58
GRANULES 88.50 -0.10 -0.11

GRAPHITE 932.45 -0.05 -0.01
GRASIM 863.30 12.45 1.46
GREAVESCOT 122.55 -0.45 -0.37
GREENPLY 135.75 2.20 1.65
GRINDWELL 498.00 8.40 1.72
GRUH 296.20 10.75 3.77
GSFC 105.85 2.30 2.22
GSKCONS 7245.00 57.05 0.79
GSPL 186.65 -1.80 -0.96
GUJALKALI 565.00 7.80 1.40
GUJFLUORO 892.00 9.60 1.09
GUJGAS 643.65 6.35 1.00
GULFOILLUB 738.00 -19.00 -2.51
HAL 789.65 -3.00 -0.38
HATSUN 622.90 9.00 1.47
HAVELLS 681.15 -7.95 -1.15
HCC 11.66 -0.09 -0.77
HCLTECH 1014.40 -0.90 -0.09
HDFC 1983.70 28.15 1.44
HDFCBANK 2117.15 -12.85 -0.60
HDFCLIFE 396.15 3.75 0.96
HDIL 20.30 0.10 0.50
HEG 4182.50 5.45 0.13
HEIDELBERG 152.00 4.10 2.77
HERITGFOOD 513.00 -0.05 -0.01
HEROMOTOCO3058.20 36.95 1.22
HEXAWARE 323.20 8.95 2.85
HFCL 18.15 -0.25 -1.36
HIMATSEIDE 215.95 1.75 0.82

HINDALCO 225.45 1.20 0.54
HINDCOPPER 48.10 0.25 0.52
HINDPETRO 232.40 -10.55 -4.34
HINDUNILVR 1771.80 6.45 0.37
HINDZINC 266.30 3.55 1.35
HONAUT 22142.00 569.55 2.64
HSCL 131.85 0.20 0.15
HSIL 206.80 -4.55 -2.15
HUDCO 43.05 0.40 0.94
IBREALEST 78.45 2.70 3.56
IBULHSGFIN 715.15 14.20 2.03
IBVENTURES 400.45 -6.10 -1.50
ICICIBANK 355.00 -7.25 -2.00
ICICIGI 832.15 31.10 3.88
ICICIPRULI 325.35 6.70 2.10
ICIL 62.75 1.10 1.78
IDBI 59.60 -0.30 -0.50
IDEA 35.45 -2.30 -6.09
IDFC 40.85 0.35 0.86
IDFCBANK 38.40 0.05 0.13
IEX 159.80 1.05 0.66
IFBIND 867.20 12.10 1.42
IFCI 13.60 -0.08 -0.58
IGL 262.90 1.90 0.73
IL&FSTRANS 15.65 -0.80 -4.86
INDHOTEL 143.80 3.05 2.17
INDIACEM 93.75 2.90 3.19
INDIANB 229.25 5.65 2.53
INDIGO 1038.90 -9.00 -0.86
INDUSINDBK 1631.55 -28.20 -1.70
INFIBEAM 44.55 -0.15 -0.34
INFRATEL 256.50 -9.40 -3.54
INFY 666.50 6.90 1.05
INOXLEISUR 217.10 4.85 2.29
INOXWIND 80.40 -1.00 -1.23
INTELLECT 229.40 12.30 5.67
IOB 14.30 -0.20 -1.38
IOC 133.60 -1.20 -0.89
IPCALAB 795.00 7.90 1.00
IRB 149.40 -0.40 -0.27
ISEC 257.25 -7.25 -2.74
ISGEC 5301.00 -32.55 -0.61
ITC 286.25 -1.10 -0.38
ITDC 309.80 -1.95 -0.63
ITDCEM 103.00 -2.80 -2.65

ITI 94.75 4.70 5.22
J&KBANK 36.70 -0.45 -1.21
JAGRAN 111.40 -2.30 -2.02
JAICORPLTD 105.20 -0.35 -0.33
JAMNAAUTO 69.25 -0.85 -1.21
JBCHEPHARM 297.80 3.10 1.05
JCHAC 1751.90 -46.40 -2.58
JETAIRWAYS 305.80 -4.95 -1.59
JINDALSAW 81.85 0.60 0.74
JINDALSTEL 153.90 -0.90 -0.58
JISLJALEQS 66.60 0.45 0.68
JKCEMENT 709.85 9.30 1.33
JKIL 135.80 1.15 0.85
JKLAKSHMI 271.10 1.40 0.52
JKTYRE 98.95 0.05 0.05
JMFINANCIL 87.95 1.55 1.79
JPASSOCIAT 6.92 0.29 4.37
JSL 37.20 -1.10 -2.87
JSLHISAR 89.40 -0.95 -1.05
JSWENERGY 68.30 0.25 0.37
JSWSTEEL 314.55 -2.70 -0.85
JUBILANT 768.70 29.00 3.92
JUBLFOOD 1254.60 28.50 2.32
JUSTDIAL 497.15 0.05 0.01
JYOTHYLAB 186.00 -1.65 -0.88
KAJARIACER 438.00 -3.30 -0.75
KALPATPOWR 355.20 4.15 1.18
KANSAINER 458.00 -5.35 -1.15
KEC 292.25 8.00 2.81
KEI 355.00 -4.40 -1.22
KIOCL 150.50 -0.10 -0.07
KNRCON 193.00 2.30 1.21
KOTAKBANK 1232.35 22.20 1.83
KPIT 209.45 1.90 0.92
KPRMILL 582.20 -4.30 -0.73
KRBL 297.60 2.25 0.76
KSCL 518.50 -2.65 -0.51
KTKBANK 103.10 0.70 0.68
KWALITY 11.14 -0.58 -4.95
L&TFH 144.20 0.60 0.42
LAKSHVILAS 90.00 3.05 3.51
LALPATHLAB 845.95 -28.75 -3.29
LAOPALA 224.00 -10.60 -4.52
LAURUSLABS 383.00 7.25 1.93
LAXMIMACH* 5845.00 16.95 0.29
LICHSGFIN 466.25 -3.00 -0.64
LINDEINDIA 680.00 15.35 2.31
LT 1429.65 7.25 0.51
LTI 1569.60 -21.55 -1.35
LTTS 1548.45 24.30 1.59
LUPIN 884.50 19.35 2.24
LUXIND 1470.00 -13.00 -0.88
M&M 790.20 17.10 2.21
M&MFIN 447.35 4.50 1.02
MAGMA 112.00 2.20 2.00
MAHABANK 12.96 -0.16 -1.22
MAHINDCIE 259.10 2.25 0.88
MAHLIFE 395.80 0.65 0.16
MANAPPURAM 85.75 1.05 1.24
MANPASAND 93.00 -1.90 -2.00
MARICO 356.00 -3.80 -1.06
MARUTI 7664.60 114.60 1.52
MAXINDIA 60.70 -1.05 -1.70
MCX 733.95 29.50 4.19
MEGH 59.45 0.90 1.54
MFSL 446.75 -1.00 -0.22
MGL 833.75 16.80 2.06
MHRIL 204.95 -2.95 -1.42
MINDACORP 138.50 -1.10 -0.79
MINDAIND 322.60 -1.75 -0.54
MINDTREE 876.25 26.95 3.17
MMTC 28.40 -0.15 -0.53
MOIL 167.10 1.80 1.09
MONSANTO 2680.75 157.60 6.25
MOTHERSUMI 155.65 0.55 0.35
MOTILALOFS 611.80 -4.80 -0.78
MPHASIS 999.40 48.95 5.15
MRF 67100.10 -1040.70 -1.53
MRPL 73.70 -1.20 -1.60
MUTHOOTFIN 451.95 7.15 1.61
NATCOPHARM* 716.80 5.30 0.74
NATIONALUM 67.25 0.45 0.67
NAUKRI 1550.65 17.95 1.17
NAVINFLUOR 703.00 -5.25 -0.74
NAVKARCORP 59.85 -0.65 -1.07
NAVNETEDUL 106.45 -1.40 -1.30
NBCC 52.95 -1.80 -3.29
NBVENTURES 118.30 -0.45 -0.38
NCC 87.00 -0.60 -0.68
NESTLEIND 10718.95 115.40 1.09
NETWORK18 38.60 0.15 0.39
NH 221.45 -4.60 -2.03
NHPC 25.95 0.00 0.00
NIACL 197.15 -0.40 -0.20

NIITTECH 1097.85 11.40 1.05
NILKAMAL 1551.90 5.15 0.33
NLCINDIA 80.25 2.35 3.02
NMDC 95.55 1.10 1.16
NOCIL 169.55 0.55 0.33
NTPC 139.95 -2.35 -1.65
OBEROIRLTY 445.00 15.20 3.54
OFSS 3444.25 33.20 0.97
OIL 187.75 -15.30 -7.54
OMAXE 209.50 -0.15 -0.07
ONGC 140.20 -0.55 -0.39
ORIENTBANK 89.30 1.45 1.65
ORIENTCEM 78.30 -2.85 -3.51
PAGEIND 26888.65 1598.80 6.32
PARAGMILK 243.60 -4.20 -1.69
PCJEWELLER 68.75 -0.25 -0.36
PEL 2200.05 38.55 1.78
PERSISTENT 604.90 11.05 1.86
PETRONET 212.45 -1.05 -0.49
PFC 86.35 -5.60 -6.09
PFIZER 2710.00 -55.75 -2.02
PFS 15.60 -0.10 -0.64
PGHH 9682.40 414.10 4.47
PHILIPCARB 212.60 0.70 0.33
PHOENIXLTD 616.20 16.25 2.71
PIDILITIND 1163.00 -17.95 -1.52
PIIND 816.20 -7.85 -0.95
PNB 69.75 0.10 0.14

PNBHOUSING 910.60 -24.60 -2.63
PNCINFRA 148.00 0.00 0.00
POWERGRID 180.10 -1.10 -0.61
PRESTIGE 215.75 17.35 8.74
PRSMJOHNSN 84.00 -1.45 -1.70
PTC 81.00 1.10 1.38
PVR 1438.50 -12.35 -0.85
QUESS 721.80 1.25 0.17
RADICO 414.90 20.35 5.16
RAIN 133.20 -2.50 -1.84
RAJESHEXPO 571.55 0.70 0.12
RALLIS 161.70 -1.10 -0.68
RAMCOCEM 604.40 4.40 0.73
RATNAMANI 890.00 3.60 0.41
RAYMOND 815.00 -8.95 -1.09
RBLBANK 551.25 7.15 1.31
RCF 58.25 0.25 0.43
RCOM 14.27 1.52 11.92
RECLTD 100.05 -6.70 -6.28
REDINGTON 91.60 3.60 4.09
RELAXO 747.40 -10.20 -1.35
RELCAPITAL 226.25 -2.85 -1.24
RELIANCE 1168.20 -1.80 -0.15
RELINFRA 332.10 -17.45 -4.99
REPCOHOME 369.40 28.45 8.34
RNAM 171.55 1.05 0.62
RNAVAL 12.94 0.34 2.70
RPOWER 29.20 -0.15 -0.51
SADBHAV 208.00 2.25 1.09
SAIL 55.25 0.55 1.01
SANOFI 6230.00 182.65 3.02
SBILIFE 572.00 1.40 0.25
SBIN 284.35 -1.90 -0.66
SCHAEFFLER 5238.00 -205.70 -3.78
SCHNEIDER 107.25 -0.10 -0.09
SCI 42.45 -1.05 -2.41
SFL 1418.00 29.95 2.16
SHANKARA 681.15 -30.95 -4.35
SHARDACROP 299.55 5.35 1.82
SHILPAMED 385.00 8.30 2.20
SHK 175.35 -9.35 -5.06
SHOPERSTOP 498.65 0.05 0.01
SHREECEM 16415.00 -13.85 -0.08
SHRIRAMCIT 1545.00 -15.95 -1.02
SIEMENS 949.25 30.60 3.33

SIS 765.00 -42.20 -5.23
SJVN 26.85 -0.05 -0.19
SKFINDIA 1900.00 25.80 1.38
SOBHA 446.00 -0.60 -0.13
SOLARINDS 1038.00 43.65 4.39
SOMANYCERA 293.45 -8.75 -2.90
SONATSOFTW 306.60 1.30 0.43
SOUTHBANK 16.11 0.16 1.00
SPARC 258.75 7.00 2.78
SPICEJET 81.50 1.35 1.68
SREINFRA 31.70 -0.10 -0.31
SRF 2150.15 2.50 0.12
SRTRANSFIN 1154.25 -22.45 -1.91
STARCEMENT 97.95 -0.05 -0.05
STRTECH 347.30 5.75 1.68
SUDARSCHEM 343.10 -6.15 -1.76
SUNCLAYLTD 3530.60 80.60 2.34
SUNDRMFAST 512.40 6.70 1.32
SUNPHARMA 492.30 8.90 1.84
SUNTECK 339.90 -0.90 -0.26
SUNTV 591.35 -23.35 -3.80
SUPPETRO 204.35 -2.55 -1.23
SUPRAJIT 207.05 -3.80 -1.80
SUPREMEIND 995.00 -0.40 -0.04
SUVEN 241.50 1.05 0.44
SUZLON 5.15 0.05 0.98
SWANENERGY 102.95 -0.50 -0.48
SYMPHONY 998.00 24.50 2.52
SYNDIBANK 34.95 0.20 0.58
SYNGENE 540.05 -3.25 -0.60
TAKE 133.35 0.05 0.04
TATACHEM 696.00 -3.45 -0.49
TATACOFFEE 94.15 -0.35 -0.37
TATACOMM 536.50 7.20 1.36
TATAELXSI 1022.90 23.75 2.38
TATAGLOBAL 219.00 0.00 0.00
TATAINVEST 849.15 -4.15 -0.49
TATAMETALI 621.60 -7.70 -1.22
TATAMOTORS 171.95 -5.35 -3.02
TATAMTRDVR 93.95 -2.15 -2.24
TATAPOWER 76.25 1.15 1.53
TATASTEEL 530.25 -3.20 -0.60
TCS 1970.60 11.15 0.57
TEAMLEASE 2800.00 17.65 0.63
TECHM 705.50 15.80 2.29
TEJASNET 224.80 -2.80 -1.23
TEXRAIL 56.05 -0.65 -1.15
THERMAX 1032.50 -7.60 -0.73
THOMASCOOK 230.40 4.15 1.83
THYROCARE 545.35 4.95 0.92
TIFHL 523.95 15.75 3.10
TIMETECHNO 107.00 -0.75 -0.70
TIMKEN 532.15 9.75 1.87
TITAN 928.50 -1.40 -0.15
TNPL 251.95 3.35 1.35
TORNTPHARM 1768.75 61.05 3.57
TORNTPOWER 270.15 11.15 4.31
TRENT 333.35 -7.65 -2.24
TRIDENT 64.70 0.85 1.33
TRITURBINE 114.80 -0.70 -0.61
TTKPRESTIG 7151.00 -104.50 -1.44
TV18BRDCST 35.75 0.70 2.00
TVSMOTOR 557.35 8.35 1.52
TVSSRICHAK 2509.90 26.70 1.08
TVTODAY 382.00 -0.15 -0.04
UBL 1240.20 2.85 0.23
UCOBANK 18.70 0.50 2.75
UFLEX 273.50 -7.60 -2.70
UJJIVAN 217.80 0.60 0.28
ULTRACEMCO 3992.85 -36.20 -0.90
UNICHEMLAB 204.20 0.50 0.25
UNIONBANK 78.40 -1.40 -1.75
UPL 759.50 -19.25 -2.47
VBL 782.20 18.95 2.48
VEDL 195.80 -3.30 -1.66
VENKYS 2353.60 6.55 0.28
VGUARD 211.50 1.55 0.74
VIJAYABANK 41.30 -1.00 -2.36
VINATIORGA 1433.00 -16.00 -1.10
VIPIND 532.35 11.60 2.23
VMART 2689.00 -140.90 -4.98
VOLTAS 553.80 1.35 0.24
VTL 1061.50 -3.65 -0.34
WABAG 260.35 -7.25 -2.71
WABCOINDIA 6674.50 -220.50 -3.20
WELCORP 154.05 -4.05 -2.56
WELSPUNIND 60.70 0.80 1.34
WHIRLPOOL 1425.00 26.00 1.86
WIPRO 324.85 9.90 3.14
WOCKPHARMA 540.95 13.40 2.54
YESBANK 169.65 9.20 5.73
ZEEL 488.55 6.40 1.33
ZENSARTECH 225.50 -8.55 -3.65
ZYDUSWELL 1226.10 22.30 1.85

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 10892.10 10922.45 10835.10 10876.75 18.05
YESBANK 164.00 171.35 160.45 170.50 10.05
WIPRO 315.05 326.40 313.70 324.80 9.90
CIPLA 528.00 542.00 527.00 540.60 15.90
DRREDDY 2661.00 2734.55 2657.05 2730.00 74.70
TECHM 688.80 709.90 686.95 706.80 19.30
M&M 778.00 796.00 776.70 790.95 17.75
KOTAKBANK 1209.00 1238.40 1197.70 1235.00 22.05
HDFC 1970.00 1998.75 1962.80 1992.00 35.70
IBULHSGFIN 718.95 725.00 708.10 712.95 11.70
GRASIM 855.00 872.75 850.80 864.00 12.10
INFY 661.00 672.00 660.95 670.00 8.95
MARUTI 7574.00 7727.00 7570.05 7649.00 102.25
SUNPHARMA 486.95 493.95 481.75 490.80 6.40
HEROMOTOCO 3025.00 3061.80 3020.00 3055.00 38.20
ZEEL 486.05 496.70 485.00 487.65 5.50
GAIL 342.20 348.25 337.75 342.55 3.35
BAJFINANCE 2538.00 2564.40 2507.05 2531.35 24.85
HINDALCO 224.45 227.40 220.70 226.20 1.70
TCS 1966.00 1991.00 1959.85 1974.80 14.25
BAJAJ-AUTO 2721.00 2769.70 2702.00 2743.00 19.00
LT 1425.15 1438.15 1410.00 1430.00 7.55
HINDUNILVR 1770.95 1798.30 1742.25 1774.30 5.80
HCLTECH 1018.00 1026.30 1004.25 1015.10 1.65
IOC 135.50 135.90 132.40 135.00 0.15
BAJAJFINSV 6019.70 6100.00 5960.00 6011.00 0.25
TITAN 929.95 931.00 918.00 930.50 -0.90
RELIANCE 1172.30 1186.00 1162.30 1167.10 -1.40
ASIANPAINT 1352.80 1361.75 1342.15 1348.65 -1.65
POWERGRID 181.00 183.55 178.30 180.20 -0.30
ITC 289.50 290.00 284.80 286.20 -1.35
HDFCBANK 2130.00 2137.55 2110.00 2120.45 -10.60
COALINDIA 247.00 248.40 239.05 245.35 -1.55
ULTRACEMCO 4030.00 4081.00 3985.90 4003.00 -27.40
BHARTIARTL 319.00 324.30 310.70 315.00 -2.20
EICHERMOT 23500.00 23739.95 23310.00 23350.05 -171.25
BPCL 329.10 331.80 320.40 326.05 -2.45
JSWSTEEL 318.60 322.80 313.45 315.00 -2.45
SBIN 288.80 290.90 283.20 284.05 -2.35
ONGC 141.60 143.70 138.50 139.40 -1.20
ADANIPORTS 369.80 374.60 363.60 366.50 -3.30
TATASTEEL 535.00 536.80 525.50 528.30 -5.25
AXISBANK 633.00 635.25 624.00 624.45 -6.95
INDUSINDBK 1664.50 1674.45 1623.00 1640.90 -19.65
VEDL 200.80 201.00 194.85 196.05 -2.75
ICICIBANK 365.00 365.00 353.80 355.25 -6.95
NTPC 142.00 142.60 137.55 138.70 -3.55
UPL 780.15 785.50 755.05 759.20 -19.90
TATAMOTORS 172.00 174.90 170.35 172.15 -5.10
INFRATEL 262.60 265.95 255.30 255.95 -9.50
HINDPETRO 242.95 246.30 230.30 232.20 -10.70
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27449.20 27604.80 27391.35 27593.70 203.15
MCDOWELL-N 636.25 675.00 636.25 670.25 36.65
PGHH 9275.00 9799.00 9256.05 9650.00 378.25
ICICIGI 812.90 840.00 812.90 831.05 29.60
BIOCON 606.00 626.40 602.65 624.10 21.70
DMART 1438.00 1500.00 1438.00 1487.00 48.90
BRITANNIA 3040.90 3197.00 3040.80 3132.80 100.45
SIEMENS 927.50 957.60 910.55 951.20 30.10
AUROPHARMA 788.00 814.95 788.00 809.45 17.30
CADILAHC 356.00 367.45 354.35 363.90 7.00
PEL 2169.00 2224.00 2153.00 2200.05 42.05
ASHOKLEY 110.25 112.65 110.25 112.10 1.95
ICICIPRULI 321.00 328.35 316.60 325.10 5.50
HINDZINC 263.00 268.80 263.00 267.00 4.50
ACC 1463.20 1498.00 1463.20 1487.45 23.65
LUPIN 870.00 891.60 866.00 881.30 13.05
NMDC 94.50 96.20 94.20 95.80 1.35
HDFCLIFE 393.30 400.00 392.55 396.90 4.20
BOSCHLTD 18900.00 19043.25 18650.00 18970.00 187.30
ABB 1390.25 1412.10 1374.05 1398.25 11.95
GODREJCP 750.00 753.00 745.00 751.20 6.15
SAIL 55.00 55.85 54.45 55.15 0.40
SHREECEM 16400.00 16750.70 16380.00 16499.00 94.30
OFSS 3417.95 3449.90 3348.10 3420.00 14.35
AMBUJACEM 217.60 220.90 215.70 217.45 0.65
L&TFH 145.00 145.65 143.50 144.20 0.35
ABCAPITAL 105.00 105.65 103.85 105.10 0.20
MOTHERSUMI 155.95 157.00 152.80 155.00 0.05
CONCOR 672.50 680.80 657.80 675.00 0.15
NHPC 26.05 26.15 25.60 26.00 0.00
BANKBARODA 105.50 106.65 103.70 105.00 0.00
BHEL 68.75 70.35 66.15 68.20 0.00
NIACL 199.65 199.85 196.55 197.60 -0.15
COLPAL 1232.80 1239.65 1202.00 1228.00 -2.35
BANDHANBNK 489.00 498.20 470.20 486.00 -1.00
SBILIFE 571.65 577.70 569.10 570.00 -1.65
DLF 180.00 180.00 175.95 178.55 -0.90
DABUR 415.15 418.40 406.55 411.50 -3.45
MARICO 363.00 364.30 353.45 357.00 -3.00
LICHSGFIN 473.20 475.40 461.60 466.10 -4.35
INDIGO 1050.45 1052.65 1028.45 1038.80 -9.65
HAVELLS 693.85 707.00 675.80 682.00 -7.55
PETRONET 214.30 218.00 210.70 211.00 -2.75
MRF 68400.00 68678.55 67150.90 67300.00 -989.90
PIDILITIND 1182.00 1185.10 1155.20 1165.00 -20.10
GICRE 290.00 293.20 284.05 285.50 -5.80
BEL 84.75 85.40 82.75 83.00 -1.80
SRTRANSFIN 1186.20 1193.55 1147.90 1152.00 -25.95
SUNTV 611.55 611.55 587.05 590.75 -25.50
IDEA 37.50 37.65 35.10 35.25 -2.60
OIL 190.00 195.80 185.35 186.75 -15.15
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Kiev: Ukraine on Friday lim-
ited entry for Russian men
age 16 to 60 after Moscow
seized three of its ships in a sea
confrontation last weekend,
the head of the country's bor-
der service said.

The move comes after Kiev
imposed martial law in border
regions this week over the
seizure.

"As of today, entry is
restricted for foreigners — in

the first instance for male cit-
izens of the Russian Federation
age 16 to 60," the head of the
border service Petro Tsyhykal
said at a meeting with President
Petro Poroshenko that was
broadcast live.

Poroshenko said travel for
Russian men will be limited,
expect in "humanitarian cases."
Ukraine imposed martial law
for 30 days in 10 regions that
border Russia, the Black Sea

and the Azov Sea on
Wednesday.

The move came after
Poroshenko warned of a build-
up of Russian forces near
Ukraine's borders, escalating
the most dangerous crisis in
years between the ex-Soviet
neighbours.

Russia has held 24
Ukrainian sailors since it seized
the ships.

US President Donald
Trump scrapped a planned
meeting at the G20 summit
with his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin over Moscow's
detention of the sailors. AFP

Buenos Aires: The leaders of the
United States, Mexico and
Canada on Friday signed a new
trade deal replacing the old
NAFTA in a triumph for
President Donald Trump who
insisted on what he said were
better conditions for US work-
ers. "This is a model agreement
that changes the trade land-
scape forever," 

Trump said at the signing
ceremony in Buenos Aires, on
the sidelines of a summit
between the leaders of the G20
countries.

Trump said negotiating the
deal known as the USMCA had
seen the leaders take "a lot of
barbs and a little abuse." 

But he insisted that the
"incredible milestone" would aid
US workers, especially in the
auto industry, while putting in
place "intellectual property pro-
tection that will be the envy of
nations all around the world." 

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau was less effusive
about the renegotiated regional
trade deal, but said the USMCA
would resolve the threat of "seri-
ous economic uncertainty" that

"would have gotten more dam-
aging."  While praising the "his-
toric" nature of the deal, Trudeau
also told Trump that the progress
gave "all the more reason why we
need to keep working to remove
the tariffs on steel and alu-
minum between our countries." 

Mexican President Pena
Nieto, on his last day in office,
called the revamped version of
NAFTA important in shoring up
"the view of an integrated North
America with the firm belief that
together we are stronger and
more competitive." 

For Trump — whose G20
diplomacy is overshadowed by
legal troubles back home and his
abrupt cancellation of a bilater-
al meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin — the
signing was a victory.

He said he did not foresee a
problem in getting congression-
al approval.  "It's been so well
reviewed I don't expect to have
very much of a problem," he said.

The USMCA "marks a crit-
ical step in modernising and
rebalancing North American
trade," US Treasury Secretary
said in a statement. AFP
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump on Thursday
scrapped a planned meeting at
the G-20 summit with his
Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin over Moscow's detention
of a group of Ukrainian sailors.

"Based on the fact that the
ships and sailors have not been
returned to Ukraine from
Russia, I have decided it would
be best for all parties concerned
to cancel my previously sched-
uled meeting in Argentina with
President Vladimir Putin," he
wrote on Twitter.

"I look forward to a mean-
ingful Summit again as soon as
this situation is resolved!,"
Trump added, shortly after
taking off for the weekend
summit in Buenos Aires. AFP
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Chinese Foreign Ministry
on Friday denounced a US

warship sailing in the South
China Sea earlier this week and
said it undermined the coun-
try's sovereignty.

"The incursion violated
Chinese laws as well as inter-
national laws, infringed China's
sovereignty and undermined
the peace, stability and order of
the relevant water space," the
Ministry's spokesperson Geng
Shuang said at a press confer-
ence in Beijing.

"We oppose such actions
and urge the US to stop such

actions that undermine China's
sovereignty and security inter-
ests," he was cited as saying by
Efe news.

On Thursday, the US
Pacific Fleet confirmed that
guided-missile cruiser USS
Chancellorsville had sailed near
the Paracel Islands during a
freedom of navigation opera-
tion on Monday.

China has disputes with
other Asian countries over the
sovereignty of several islands in
the South China Sea, including
parts of the Spratly archipelago
(Nansha in Chinese) and the
Paracel Islands (which China
calls Xisha).

Tehran: Iran said Friday the
European Union must be given
more time to set up a trade
mechanism meant to circumvent
reimposed US sanctions on
Tehran, but warned it could not
"wait forever".

Brussels is working on a pay-
ment system to continue trade
and business ties with Iran after
the US ditched a landmark 2015
nuclear deal with Tehran earli-
er this year and reintroduced a
raft of sanctions on the country.

"Europe's efforts for imple-
menting a financial mechanism
are continuing despite mounting
US pressure," Iran's deputy for-
eign minister Abbas Araghchi
told the official IRNA news
agency. "We believe that Europe
must be given more time ... They

have so far been unable to intro-
duce operational measures, but
we are not supposed to wait for-
ever," he added.

The US sanctions aim to cut
off Iran's banks from interna-
tional finance and significantly
reduce its oil exports.

The EU hopes its "special
purpose vehicle" (SPV)
announced in September will
keep the nuclear deal alive and
pursuade Tehran to stay on
board by giving companies a way
of trading with Iran without fear
of US sanctions.

But Brussels is struggling to
find a host for the SPV and many
EU countries are fearful of reper-
cussions from US President
Donald Trump's administra-
tion. AFP

Beirut: Israeli bombs have hit
several positions south of
Damascus, its first such strikes
since Syrian air defences were
upgraded following the acci-
dental downing of a Russian
plane in September.

Damascus claimed its air
defence systems shot down all
"hostile targets" late Thursday.
Israel did not confirm carrying
out raids but denied any loss-
es. According to the Syria
Observatory for Human
Rights, the strikes hit two posi-
tions in the south of Damascus
province, including an area
believed to be an Iranian
weapons depot near the capi-
tal.

"Israeli forces bombarded
for an hour," Observatory chief
Rami Abdel Rahman said.

Two missiles hit Kisweh,
where he said there are
"weapons depots belonging to

the Lebanese Hezbollah (mil-
itant group) as well as Iranian
forces".

Another missile hit the
area of Harfa, where there is a
Syrian military base, the
Britain-based monitor said.

In Kisweh, "the depots that
were targeted are used to tem-
porarily store rockets until
they are taken somewhere else,"
Abdel Rahman said.

"It appears the Israelis had
intelligence that weapons had
arrived there recently," he said.

The state news agency said
the attack was foiled and did
not admit to any losses.

"Our air defences fired on
hostile targets over the Kisweh
area and downed them," SANA
said, citing a military source.

A military source quoted
by the pro-government Al-
Watan daily said "the aggres-
sion, despite its intensity, was

not able to implement any of its
goals and all enemy bodies
were downed." Initial reports
by the Observatory suggested
there were no casualties.

The Israeli military denied
any of its assets were hit but
stopped short of denying it had
conducted strikes at all.

"Reports regarding an IDF
(Israeli military) aircraft or an
airborne IDF target having
been hit are false," it said in an
English-language statement.

It said a Syrian surface-to-
air missile was fired in the
direction of an open area of the
Israeli-occupied Golan Heights
but it was unclear if it had hit
Israeli-held territory.

Israel has carried out hun-
dreds of air strikes in neigh-
bouring Syria against what it
says are Iranian targets, many
of them in the area south of
Damascus. AFP

Colombo: A majority of Sri Lankan legislators on
Friday voted in favour of a parliamentary motion
to halt finances to former President Mahinda
Rajapaksa's Cabinet and junior ministers, a day
after Parliament passed a motion to cut finances
to the Prime Minister's office.

Amidst a severe political turmoil ongoing in
the island country, the motion to cut finances to
the ministries was submitted to Parliament by MP
Patali Champika Ranawaka from the Jathika Hela
Urumaya, a party loyal to ousted Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe, Xinhua news agency
reported.

The motion was passed with 122 MPs in the
225 member Parliament voting in favour whilst
MPs from Rajapaksa's government boycotted par-
liamentary sessions for the fourth consecutive time.
Rajapaksa, who was appointed the Prime Minister
in the new Cabinet by President Maithripala
Sirisena on October 26, earlier said that he and his
party opposed Speaker Karu Jayasuriya's behav-
iour and they would boycott sessions till such time
they were recognized as the ruling party. IANS

Berlin: Germany's air force on Friday was
investigating a serious technical mishap on
Chancellor Angela Merkel's plane that forced
an emergency landing and delayed her arrival
at the G20 summit by more than 12 hours.

The latest embarrassing glitch for the
German military forced Merkel to instead take
a commercial flight to Buenos Aires with a
vastly reduced delegation and miss scheduled
talks with several world leaders.

It was not yet clear whether Merkel could
hold her planned talks at a later stage with US
President Donald Trump, Russia's Vladimir
Putin and Xi Jinping of China.

Shortly after takeoff from Berlin on
Thursday, Merkel's Airbus A340-300 was
forced to turn back over Dutch airspace, and
make an emergency landing in Cologne.

The plane had suffered a complete break-
down of the on-board communication system,
a problem described as extremely rare, which
forced the pilot to communicate via a satellite
phone instead. "It was a serious malfunction,"
Merkel told reporters travelling with her
aboard the "Konrad Adenauer", a former
Lufthansa airlines jet named after post-war
Germany's first chancellor. AFP
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Geneva: Two-thirds of all chil-
dren in Central African
Republic need emergency aid,
the UN said on Friday, sound-
ing an alarm about the impov-
erished country's worsening
"neglected" crisis.

Some 1.5 million children
nationwide are in need of
humanitarian assistance, an
increase of 300,000 compared
with 2016, the United Nations
children's agency UNICEF said
in a new report.

The agency's top represen-
tative in the country, Christine
Muhigana, told reporters in
Geneva that the situation in
CAR is "probably even worse"
than during the country's sec-
tarian conflict of 2013.

That year, longtime leader
Francois Bozize, a Christian,
was overthrown by a predom-
inantly Muslim rebel alliance
called the Seleka.

Much of the country,
roughly the size of France, is
now controlled by rival militia
groups. "What we are trying to
do under these extraordinary
circumstances is to keep chil-
dren alive," Muhigana said.  

AFP
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The two women in the photograph were smiling, but Halmurat
Idris knew something was terribly wrong.
One was his 39-year-old sister; standing at her side was an

elderly woman Idris did not know. Their grins were tight-lipped,
mirthless.  Her sister had posted the picture on a social media
account along with a caption punctuated by a smiley-face.

"Look, I have a Han Chinese mother now!" his sister wrote.
Idris knew instantly: The old woman was a spy, sent by the Chinese
government to infiltrate his family.
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India has always been a hub of sports
and has harboured a well-entrenched
tradition of indigenuous games —

gilli-danda, kho-kho, teen-patti, kanche,
kabaddi, mallakhamb, pahalwani or even
shatranj. A believer and practitioner of
this is Rajesh Mudki, a mallakhamb artist
from Santa Cruz, who was introduced to
the traditional Indian sport at a tender
age of six. This is a sport in which a gym-
nast performs yoga aerially by keeping a
grip on a vertical stationary or hanging
wooden pole, cane, or hanging rope. The
artist is now all set to deliver a power-
packed performance with other interna-
tional artists in the Canadian company
Cirque Du Soleil’s current production
Bazzar, debuting in India.

If you ask Rajesh about what it takes
to be a mallakhamb artist and prepare for
it, he will tell you that all it takes is a
sportsman spirit that an artist should
never leave as well as a lot of “concentra-
tion that would only help one to analyse
and plan out things for the future.” He
adds, “It’s after many years of practice,
many bone-breaking experiences and
body aches that you reach a certain level
of expertise.”

The artist has also showcased his tal-
ent at the reality show India’s Got Talent,
grabbing eyeballs and gaining applause.
He believes that such shows provide a
huge platform to aspiring artists. “It’s not
only a tool to showcase your talent and
reach out to masses, but also a stage
to boost your confidence. I never
thought about sports seriously.
But soon I realised that it is some-
thing that can help reach a large
audience,” says Rajesh.

Indeed, art connects you to a
larger part of the society  domes-
tically and also globally. He
feels that in 27 years of his
practice, countless tour-
naments and champi-
onships, there was only
one thing that was
lacking — “taking mal-
lakhamb outside the
country.” It was only
after he relieved his high-
est award, Shiv
Chhatrapati Award, that
he decided to take the
sport to  global frontiers.

“My team and I started thinking about
what and how we take it forward. We
started a website to create awareness
about the sport through it,” he says.

However, success still didn’t knock at
his doors as there were no responses. He
didn’t hear from anybody for a year and
then they finally started getting some
queries. “We then started teaching them
through online classes and people began
inviting us to their countries and cultur-
al programs.”

Since the act doesn’t involve any tra-
ditional musical elements, Rajesh stringed
his performance to a few beats to give it
an entertaining touch when he performed
it at the reality TV show.

Talking about how he joined Cirque’s
Bazzar, he tells us that the company first
contacted Rajesh during December 2017.
“I had applied there but never received
a response until last year. They told me
that they wanted me to join their team
of acrobats and gymnasts. That is how all
the talks and experiences began,” says he,
adding, “It was surreal. I have always fol-
lowed Cirque. I saw it as a great oppor-
tunity to bring alive my dream of mak-
ing the sport international.” 

He believes that with time, the
prominence and popularity of the act has
surely “increased.” When he began, not
many people knew about it or attempt-
ed to learn it. Now that it is being per-
formed and viewed by so many people,

“there has been a lot of dialogue
around it. We started with theatri-
cal performances and champi-
onships, I am sure people noticed.
That is a great development.”

He says that while practising for
Cirque, there have been both tears

and smiles, “We have cried and
laughed. We have had broken

bones, but hardly did we let
our spirits break down. No
matter how difficult the
elements were, we kept
calm and smiled to
entertain the audience.”
The artist has an
indomitable spirit that
says that the show must
go on!

(Cirque Du Soleil’s
performances in Delhi

will begin in December.)

Vladimir Furdik’s character,
the Night King, in The
Game of Thrones has come
to be one of the pivotal ones.
When the show began, the

Night King was almost a myth but of
epic proportions.While humans strug-
gled for thrones and waged bloody wars,
the king of the winter rode long and
hard to overtake the human civilisation
with his army of zombies. 

And while fans are waiting with
bated breathe for April 2019, which is
when the final and eighth season of the
epic fantasy show comes to an end,
either in tragedy or in heroic victories,
Furdik is making a detour to India and
will soon head to the country for the
Delhi Comic Con. 

No stranger to India having visited
two decades ago for filming the movie
Alisea and the Dream Prince, he said, “I
was in India for almost two months and
met a lot of nice people. I also had the
opportunity to see the beautiful coun-
tryside and to taste traditional Indian
food. I am looking forward to a simi-
lar experience. I’ve never met such
friendly people as I have in India. After
Comic Con I only have two days, then
I have to go back. But I promise to come
back soon for at least four months.” 

To look his part in the film based
on George RR Martin’s novel, the entire
transformation process takes almost six
laborious hours. “My make -up consists
of eight parts which stick to my face. It
is not that hard to wear and it also pro-
tects you from the cold and wind,” he
said. That is certainly a blessing as they
shoot in extreme conditions. 

However, Furdik was not the first
choice for the role and was asked to step
in later. But as it developed, the char-

acter has come to be known as one of
the most brutal villains in a fiction
series.   

“I was offered to play the role as I
had prepared and created a lot of stunts
for the production in the past. I think
working on any project is the same but
the people you work with are different.
Some are better prepared and some are
worse. On GOT people were super
ready and everyone knew what to do,”
he said. 

How then was the transition from
being a stunt supervisor and per-
former to playing one of the central
characters in GoT? 

“I have been working on movies
since I was 15-years-old. First, I helped
with horses because horse riding was
my hobby at that time I loved doing
that. I trained horses, cleaned their sta-
bles, groomed and cared for them dur-
ing the shooting. That was my first con-
tact with the movie business. The next
15 years I watched and learned. Of
course I still do that. Every new film
project gives me a new experience. I
never forget that it’s because others,
especially teachers helped me that I am
successful. Stuntmen and actors are
close and need to help each other,” he
said. 

The Comic Con will have multiple
experience centres such as an Amazon
zone, and cosplay remains one of the
biggest attractions. This year there will
be professional cosplayers and regular
folks will also be encouraged to dress
up as their favourite fictional charac-
ters. It might not be a surprise if the reel
Night King chances upon someone
playing it in real life.

(Delhi Comic Con will be between
December 7 to 9.)

After creating a niche in the
Bollywood music industry,
Aashiqui 2 fame singer Ankit

Tiwari is now on a roll with his non-
film songs and says that the latter
have given him a new identity.

“Non-film music allows
singers to explore themselves... It

not only gives them a freedom to
create songs in their own way but
also gives them a facial identity
which is taken away from them by
the stars,” Ankit said. 

The 32-year-old, who
launched his new single titled
Naina earlier this month, spoke

about the challenges he faced
while making independent songs.

“Creating non-film songs, in a
country where everyone is fond of
Bollywood, is quite challenging.
Reaching the mass audience
through singles is a little bit diffi-
cult but such a scenario is also
changing in our country as now
people have started following inde-
pendent artistes,” he said.

Despite the challenges and
difficulties in creating non-film
music, Ankit will continue making
music independently as it gives
him creativity to play with the
songs.

Also, while talking about the
film industry, Ankit expressed
anger over the prevailing ‘royalty’

issue in the industry.
“Indian singers have been

fighting for the royalty of the
songs for long time. Obviously it
hurts when you don’t get due
credits for your own songs. In inde-
pendent music, there is no such
issue...It’s your own loss and your
own profit.”

Asked if he is not interested in
working in Bollywood projects
anymore, the Galliyan hitmaker
said: “No, it is not that I am
pulling away myself from
Bollywood. Whoever I am today is
because of this industry only. It is
just that I wanted to do something
new and that’s why I started creat-
ing my singles.”
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This is not your first swing at
Harry Potter. You actually audi-
tioned to be the young Voldemort.
How hard was it to not get that and
how exciting was it to then get this?
Eddie Redmayne: Yeah, thanks for
bringing up the painful elephant in
the room (laughs). Honestly, I was at
university at the time that they were
starting to make those films. And
they were doing a full-on search of the
world for the young Voldemort,
Tom Riddle. So, this was an audition
that came to the university. I walked
in the room, I think I said three lines
and was asked to leave. So, it wasn’t
like I had much of a chance. But, no,
now I look back, and Jude’s the same,
actually. Jude (Law) and I were com-
miserating with each other the other
day about how basically every British
actor in the world ever was in Harry
Potter at some point, and we never
got the invite. But now we feel like we
lucked out by playing the long game
(laughs).

In this film, we meet Newt’s broth-
er, Theseus Scamander. You have
two brothers in real life. How was
it recreating that dynamic with
Callum Turner, who plays Theseus?  
Eddie Redmayne: Weirdly, my older
brother James is a bit like Theseus —
and James won — James won’t find

that a compliment. He’s sort of this
incredibly talented school boy/hero,
formidable at sport, and a wonder-
ful human being. And there was a
moment when James came to the set
where I just sort of looked around the
corner and found Callum and him
having this sort of quite deep and
meaningful conversation. I felt like
saying something like, “Whoa whoa
whoa, wait a second, step away from
the vehicle.” But the amazing thing
about Callum and me, weirdly, is we
grew up about a hundred meters
from each other. It’s sort of surreal that
we come from the same part of
London.

Did he kiss you on the forehead in
his audition?
Eddie Redmayne: It got him the part!
Except, what almost didn’t get him
the part was the fact that he did this
brilliant thing called War and Peace,
a book you may have heard of.

Katherine Waterston: It’s really
well written. (laughs)

Eddie Redmayne: BBC did an
adaptation of it recently, which
Callum was in. I was watching it with
my wife Hannah, and when he came
on screen, Hannah went, ‘Oh my
God, that guy looks like you, but he’s
just taller and darker and maybe more

handsome.’ (laughs)
Eddie Redmayne: So when

Callum was auditioning for this,
David Yates said, “I’ve got this love-
ly actor who’s coming in to audition
with you.” And Callum literally
walked through the door, and I was

like, “Of course. It’s him.” (laughs)

With such a big visual effects com-
ponent in this film, what would you
say was the craziest or most chal-
lenging scene for both of you to
shoot?
Katherine Waterston: Actually, most
of it was practical, and when we’re
dealing with the creatures, they’re
usually being performed by one to
three amazing puppeteers. So, we’re
not just staring at a spot on the wall
and trying to imagine that it’s a real-
ly cool creature. We’re just looking
at three dudes acting like a really
cool creature. But that really helps.
When Eddie was chasing the baby
Nifflers, I imagined they weren’t
really there. So that probably was
really hard.
Eddie Redmayne: That scene was so
much fun. But, basically, they were
using hacky sacks. I went down like
a whole YouTube rabbit hole of
extraordinarily talented people who
like play hacky sack games of keep-

ing it up in the air and catching it
on weird parts of their bodies, and
it becomes like this weird dance.
And I had that idea that catching the
baby Nifflers should be like that,
which is one of those lovely kind of
whimsical ideas you have, but the
reality of it is kind of… (laughs). So,
I spent about four days just seeing
if I could catch one of these little
green hacky sacks in my pocket, but
I ended up having to mime it. It was
quite funny to watch if you were
there because there was nothing in
the air, and I just looked like I was
doing some bonkers dance.

The Harry Potter universe is icon-
ic; everybody loves it.  Do you feel
like as actors you still have creative
freedom with these characters, even
though they’re already part of this
established universe?
Eddie Redmayne: The amazing thing
about JK Rowling is that she’s one of
these people who are so extraordinar-
ily talented and sort of content in their

own skin and their own imagination
and brilliance; she writes these scripts
with such detail, and they’re formi-
dable. But then she hands it over to
you and says, “Go play with it.” So, like
those tracking scenes we did, all of
those things you just get to invent.

Out of all of the fantastic beasts in
these films, which beast would you
say is most like you in real life?
Eddie Redmayne: That’s a much
more interesting question than what
we normally answer, which is our
favorite. I think I’m probably most
like Pickett, a bit needy.  

Katherine Waterston: But very
reliable.  

Eddie Redmayne: What are you?
Katherine Waterston: I mean, I

wish I was like the Thunderbird.
Eddie Redmayne: Yeah, noble,

elegant.  Interesting.  Who’s the
Chinese dragon, do you think?  The
Zouwu?  

Katherine Waterston: Dan
(Fogler)?

Eddie Redmayne: Dan, yeah,
because Dan can be incredibly strong
and powerful, and then he can sud-
denly turn into a complete softy.
Yeah, that probably is Dan. That’s a
good point.

(Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of
Grindelwald released earlier this month.)
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Well, seems textile
engineering is the
buzzword for
reimagined fashion.
Studios like Akaaro,

which define themselves as organic
chic, have looms and create their tex-
tile, which can take months. In one
of the pieces, a crop top, the place-
ment of the design was woven as a
single piece and there were no
repeats in it at all. 

There is much that is happening
in India towards celebrating the tra-
ditional textile craft of the country
but like they say the more the mer-
rier. And when there are innovations
like merged fabrics, new silhouettes
or engineered fabrics, all under one
roof, options for the buyer are galore.
The diversity in the textile can also
be seen from the different regions
they come from — Kashmir to
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal to Baroda.
From Kanjeevarams to Balucharis,
the Naayab exhibition curated by
Rupa Sood, a former designer, and
Sharan Apparao, both members of
the Yarn Club, which was facilated
by The Lodhi to encourage textile
lovers. 

At the current exhibition, among
the many fabrics stood a lone En Inde
that had  stainless steel and jute acces-
sories inspired from tribal designs
since the designer spent a large part

of her youth in Africa.  Started by
Anupama Sukh Lalvani and Sonal
Sood, the brand is cutting edge, quite
literally since many of the necklaces
are inspired from African tools. The
sharp edges  of the cold metal sur-
face entwined with jute and horse
hair is an amalmagation of the old
and the new, the rustic and the indus-
trial. 

While brands like Akaaro by
Gaurav Jai Gupta and Urvashi Kaur
stood apart for being contemporary
in their silhouettes, there were fun-
damental differences  in their colour
palette. Gupta’s collections were
divided into sections for the winter,
festive, engineered textiles and sarees.
Straight and A-line cuts ruled the col-
lection mostly but the use of metals
was also heavy. The studio has its
own loom and a single piece could
take up to four months of time to go
from start to finish. 

Kaur brought her winter and fes-
tive collections, but the contempo-
rary winter pieces were what caught
our eye for their European colours,
subtle and sometimes dark, with
minimalism being the overarching
tone. She wanted to create pieces that
can be worn daily or while travelling
since the Indian woman has begun
to choose travel as essential to well-
being. With multiple jackets and
drapes, she believes in layering the

A-line or straight silhouette pieces
with sarees or dresses. “You can dress
them up or dress them down, they
are versatile,” Kaur, a Delhi-based
designer, said. 

Meanwhile, designer Karan
Torani, who dressed in a kurta and
pashmina and stayed barefeet
indoors, was passionate about his
creations, which according to him are
meant for women of all sizes, shapes,
colours and ages.    Heavily inspired
by his grandmother, who would call
kalamkaari artists to her home in
Bhopal to do up her walls, and his
mother, who made him realise that
fashion has erroneously become
focussed on the youth alone. So, he
creates oversized Persian influenced
jackets for all seasons, which he calls
the Choga jacket, which according to
him are much like the Kimono but
have more definition. 

“I love the sarees and I have
many in my collection but those in
my mother’s generation shouldn’t be
restricted to sarees alone. Also, my

creations are not for an occasion
alone. It’s a lifestyle. If somebody
enjoys a Chanderi or Banarasi, they
should be able to wear it all through
the day,” he said. 

The exhibition also has pashmi-
na shawls, ornate and subtle
Banarasis and cotton sarees. 

Sood and Apparao believe that
those working with Indian textile
crafts have been chosen for the
exhibition but they chose designers
young and old, doing conventional
and contemporary for it to create
diversity in choice. 

“India is the only country with
such a vast textile heritage. The focus
of Naayab is Indian textile quality
crafts, people who are working with
artisans,” said Apparao. 

On being asked what they wore
to the occasion, Sood said that since
they like to encourage the artists
whose works they curate they wore
their outfits. She was dressed in an
Bodhi outfit while Apparao was in
a Perro outfit. 

Rock star Bruce Springsteen says he knows he
is not completely well.
In an interview he discussed two emotional

breakdowns he suffered — one when he was 32 and
another when he was in his 60s. “I have come close
enough to (mental illness) where I know I am not
completely well myself,” said Springsteen.

“I’ve had to deal with a lot of it over the years,
and I’m on a variety of medications that keep me
on an even keel; otherwise I can swing rather dra-
matically and... just... the wheels can come off a lit-
tle bit. So we have to watch, in our family. I have
to watch my kids, and I’ve been lucky there. It ran
in my family going way before my dad.”

Springsteen also spoke about his late father,
Doug Springsteen, who wrestled with his own
demons and was diagnosed with schizophrenia later
in his life.

“All I do know is as we age, the weight of our
unsorted baggage becomes heavier... much heav-
ier. With each passing year, the price of our refusal
to do that sorting rises higher and higher.  Long
ago, the defences I built to withstand the stress of
my childhood, to save what I had of myself, out-
lived their usefulness, and I’ve become an abuser
of their once lifesaving powers,” said he.

“I relied on them inaccurately, to isolate
myself, seal my alienation, cut me off from life, con-
trol others, and contain my emotions to a damag-
ing degree. Now the bill collector is knocking, and
his payment will be in tears.”

Springsteen said that although he has never
been hospitalised, he thinks maybe he should have
been.The second breakdown, which he also dis-
cussed in his 2016 memoir, Born to Run, was espe-
cially crippling.

“All I remember was feeling really bad and call-
ing for help,” he said. 

“I might have gotten close to that and for brief,
brief periods of time. It lasted for — I don’t know.
Looking back on it now, I can’t say. Was it a cou-
ple weeks? Was it a month? Was it longer? But it
was a very bad spell, and it just came.

“And it came out of the roots that I came out
of, particularly on my father’s side, where I had to
cope to the fact that I also had things inside me that
could lead me to pretty bad places,” added he. 
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Without ambition one starts
nothing. Without work one
finishes nothing. The prize will

not be sent to you. You have to win it.”
So said Ralph Waldo Emerson, whose
motivational words continue to inspire
Jagwinder Singh, a national award-
winning paracyclist. And he continues
to ride his difficulty levels to inspire
those less fortunate. “We have to be
motivated and work hard to achieve our
goals. Nothing will just be handed over
to us. The only thing we get from life is
what we put into it. I have now learnt
this through experience. I realise that we
must have the courage to do anything
in life, be it cycling or may be reciting
a poem.”

He is primed in time to run for
humanity as Delhi is all set to host the
third edition of the Super Sikh Run, a
marathon organised for all participants
beyond the feeble barriers of caste, creed,
religion, sex, race and the challenges
thrown by life. The run will start from
the heritage site of Gurudwara
Rakabganj Sahib in Lutyen’s Delhi, and
will have a special category for differ-
ently-abled athletes. This year, the
theme of the marathon is Run-De-Dilli.
“It’s a great honour for me to be a part
of this run. As the motive is to inspire
everyone to be a superhero by believing
in themselves,  I am sure it will ignite a
new flame among the millions of differ-
ently-abled people to live like a real

hero,” added he. Super Sikh Run is cen-
tered around the philosophy of, One
Race Human Race. 

Recalling his past, Jagwinder said
though he had to face difficulties in life,
it wasn’t as if his life had turned upside
down, as are in the cases of people who
lose their body parts due to unfortunate
incidents. “I do not have both my
hands since birth. So I did not have to
deal with any traumatic situation phys-
ically, as I did not even know how it feels
to be a person with hands. However, it
was a cause of concern and problems for
my parents.”

Thanking his parents for all the
pains that they have taken in bringing
him up, the armless cyclist said that his
parents had always been an inspiration
of his life. “The problem for people like
me arises when parents do not accept
the situation. My parents were different.
Though our neighbours kept on dis-
couraging them as to how would they
raise me, they hardly paid heed to their
words. After I started understanding the
society, I also had to face these problems.
However, my parents were of the view
that their child should see the world,
know the world whether they had to
feed me for rest of my life,” said
Jagwinder, adding that his father works
in a boutique and does petty jobs to feed
his family.

“My mother taught me to write and
draw with legs. She is not that well edu-

cated but I consider her as a very edu-
cated woman. I want to tell all the par-
ents not to underestimate their children
with disabilities as every child has his or
her own unique qualities. My mother
also saw my desire to draw. She taught
me to draw and I have even won a gold
medal in drawing,” added he. 

Major Devender Pal Singh, a Kargil
war veteran, also known as  India’s first
blade runner and Super Sikh Run
Ambassador said, “We are proud of the
fact that the run is today the most pres-
tigious cause led Half Marathon race in
New Delhi. This has been achieved due
to the support and guidance that the
event receives from the administration,
patrons and participants alike.
Furthermore we are taking a step for-
ward, and this edition would also wit-
ness an addition special category, that
is, Sahas, for differently-abled athletes.”

Some other prominent people at the
conference included  Pritam Rani
Siwach, former captain of the Indian
women’s hockey team and Sohinder
Singh Gill, CEO, Hero Electric India.
Super Sikh Run consists of 5 km Chardi
Kala run, 10 km One Race and the most
popular Half Marathon race for those
who like to go the long way. All cate-
gories are chip-timed and every runner
receives a finisher’s medal and electron-
ic certificate.

(The Super Sikh Run will be held on
December 9.)

Mira, Royal Detective, an ani-
mated mystery-adventure

series inspired by the culture
and customs of India, is slated
to debut on Disney Junior
channel and program-
ming blocks around
the world in 2020.
The production has
already begun.

Set in the magical
Indian-inspired land of
Jalpur, the series fol-
lows the brave and
resourceful Mira, a
commoner who is
appointed to the role
of royal detective after solv-
ing a mystery that involves saving
the kingdom’s young prince. 

The role of Mira will be
voiced by 15-year-old newcom-
er Leela Ladnier. 

“We are eager to introduce
kids and their families to the
rich, diverse cultures and
customs of India through
Mira, a young girl who looks at
things with her own unique lens to
gain different perspectives and help
others in her community. 

“We hope that she will
encourage our audience to
actively engage with the

inspiring world around them
and appreciate the little
details that make life
extraordinar y,” Joe
D’Ambrosia, Senior Vice
President, Original
Programming, Disney
Junior, said.

As a royal detec-
tive, Mira travels
throughout the king-

dom helping roy-
als and common-
ers alike. Along
with her friend

Prince Neel, a tal-
ented inventor,

creative cousin
Priya, and comical
mongoose sidekicks

Mikku and Chikku,
she wil l  stop at

nothing to solve a
case,  taking
young viewers on
adventures that

highlight critical
thinking and
encourage deduc-
tive reasoning. 

Rooted in
India’s vibrant

heritage, each
episode will

weave authentic music, dance and cus-
toms into two 11 minutes stories. 

In addition to Ladnier, the Mira,
Royal Detective voice cast includes
Freida Pinto as Queen Shanti; Hannah
Simone as a young commoner named
Pinky; Jameela Jamil as Mira’s Auntie
Pushpa; Kal Penn and Utkarsh
Ambudkar as Mikku and Chikku
respectively, Aasif Mandvi as Mira’s

father, Sahil; Sarita Choudhury as
Prince Neel’s Great-Aunt Rupa; Aparna
Nancherla as Mira’s cousin Meena;
Kamran Lucas as Prince Neel; Karan
Brar as Prince Veer; Karan Soni as
twins Ranjeet and Manjeet; Sarayu Blue
as the palace tailor; Parvesh Cheena
and Sonal Shah as bandits, Manish and
Poonam, respectively; and newcomer
Roshni Edwards as Mira’s cousin Priya.
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Veteran filmmaker Shekhar
Kapur says that he cannot watch

any film he has directed because
then he can only see what he could
have done better.

“I have not seen Masoom since
I made it. I can’t watch any of my
films because I only see what I could
have done better. I still cannot
watch as an outsider. So cannot fath-
om why it has such a following all
these years after its first release,”
Shekhar wrote on social media.

The filmmaker is known for
directing films like Masoom, Mr.
India, Bandit Queen, Elizabeth and
Elizabeth: The Golden Age.

Shekhar is known for his works
in Bollywood and international cin-
ema. He gained international recog-
nition with the 1994 Bollywood film
Bandit Queen, based on Mala Sen’s
biography of infamous Indian ban-
dit and politician Phoolan Devi,
which won the National Film Award
for Best Feature Film in Hindi. 

The film was also premiered in

the Directors Fortnight section of
the 1994 Cannes Film Festival and
was screened at the Edinburgh Film
Festival.                                  
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Australia's quest for a record
hat-trick of titles started with
a hard-fought 2-1 win over

Ireland in the opening Pool B match
of the men's hockey World Cup here
on Friday.

Having won the back-to-back
World Cups in 2010 and 2014,
world no.1 Australia came into the
ongoing tournament as a firm
favourite but they were far from
impressive and were made to toil
hard by Ireland in their opener.

World no. 10 Ireland gave
Australia a run for their money with
impressive display in both attack and
defence. The Kookaburras were dis-
mal with penalty corners, convert-
ing just one out of five.

Blake Govers (11th minute) and
Tim Brand scored for the winners,
while Ireland's lone goal came from
the sticks of Shane O'Donoghue.

Ten places might separate the
two teams, but the Irish fought
valiantly and matched the title hold-
ers stick-for-stick in the first two
quarters.

In fact, it was Ireland who had
the first shot at the goal and Australia
goalie Andrew Charter had to come
up with a double save to deny Sean
Murray and then Matthew Nelson
from the rebound in the fourth
minute.

Australia grew in confidence as
time passed by and earned a penal-
ty stroke in the 11th minute but the
umpire's decision was changed to
penalty corner after Ireland asked for
video referral.

From the resultant penalty cor-
ner, Australia secured another and
this time Govers' flick found the
back of the Irish net.

But Australia's lead lasted just
two minutes as Ireland drew level
when O'Donoghue scored after he
was set up by Murray, who dribbled
past two defenders to pass the ball
on to the goal scorer.

The second quarter too pro-
duced exciting hockey as both the
teams went on the offensive and it

was Australia who came close to
scoring, but Ireland captain David
Harte made a fine save in front of the
post to deny Dylan Wotherspoon.

Five minutes into the quarter,
Ireland secured their first penalty
corner and Charter came to
Australia's rescue and kept out
O'Donoghue's attempt.

Towards the end of the second
quarter, Australia secured back-to-
back penalty corners but wasted
both as the two teams went into the
halfway break locked at 1-1.

Australia restored their lead
four minutes after the breather
through Brand. Corey Weyer's
workmanship in the midfield final-
ly helped Australia when his inch-
perfect through ball found Brand
unmarked inside the box and the
striker scored from his second
attempt. 
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Eighteen brave men from Inner

Mongolia Autonomous Region pro-
duced a gritty performance to help
debutants China register a fighting
2-2 draw against higher-ranked
England in a Pool B match of the
men's hockey World Cup here

Friday.
Unusual it may sound, but very

few people know that China's entire
18-member men's hockey team
making its debut in the World Cup
belongs to just one province — Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region.
China is made up of 34 provinces.

These 18 brave hearts
fought hard and stun-
ningly held World No 7
England with a last-minute
goal to eke out a point from the
encounter.

China's men's hockey team's
best result in the sport till date is a
Silver medal finish at the 2006
Doha Asian Games but they sprung
a surprise in its maiden World Cup
match.

England started the match as
overwhelming favourites, but the
Chinese stunned their opponents
early in the game when Xiaoping
Gao (5th minute) scored a brilliant
field goal from a tight angle after
dribbling past three defenders.

China's persistence finally bore
fruit and the brave men broke
England's heart just a minute from
the final hooter.
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Four-time champions Pakistan
would look to shrug off years of

disappointment and a chaotic
build up when they take on high-
er-ranked Germany in their open-
ing match of the men's hockey
World Cup here on Saturday.

The most successful team in
the history of the World Cup with
four titles, the last of which came
in the early 90's, Pakistan hockey
has witnessed a steady decline in
the last two-and-a-half decades.

Once a formidable force in
world hockey, Pakistan have now
slumped to 13th position in world
rankings, mainly due to lack of
exposure and mismanagement and

years of apathy
by the national
f e d e r a t i o n
(PHF).

Such is the
condition of
Pakistan hock-
ey that their

participation in the ongoing World
Cup was in serious doubts due to
lack of funds and it took a last
minute intervention from Haier
Pakistan to ensure the team's
appearance in the tournament.

The home appliance company
came in as a last-minute sponsor
and released nine million Pakistani
rupees to cover the team's expens-
es in the tournament.

Pakistan's build up has been far
from rosy as Tauqeer Dar, a mem-
ber of 1984 World Cup winning
side, took over the reins of the team
only earlier this month after
Roelant Oltmans quit from the
position just four months into the
job before the Asian Champions

Trophy in Oman.
Despite boasting of a rich

World Cup history, few people are
counting Pakistan in the tourna-
ment as their last world title came
way back in 1994.

But in the last eight years,
Pakistan hockey has slumped to
the lowest ebb, having returned
with the wooden spoon (12th)
from New Delhi in 2010 and then
failed to qualify for the last edition
at The Hague, Netherlands in
2014.

Pakistan have been going
through a bleak period in recent
times. They stuttered in qualifying,
but somehow managed to finish
seventh in the Hockey World
League Semifinals in London to
secure their place in the World Cup

The composition of the pool
also doesn't favour Pakistan as they
are placed in a tough Pool along-
side three-time champions
Netherlands and two-time winners
Germany.

The other side, Malaysia have
made steady progress over the
years and is placed above Pakistan
at 12th in the rankings.

Pakistan coach Dar said their
aim would be to win one match
and ensure a spot in the cross-
overs.

"Germany is a tough team
and we haven't played them for a
long time. But the Germans too
haven't played any big tournament
in last 2 years. We had a few hic-
cups before the tournament but we
never lost focus," he said.

"Despite the uncertainty we
kept on preparing to the best of our
abilities. We just need to win one
match to survive in the pool," Dar
added.
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For Indian hockey to capitalise on
the gains made in the past

decade, the national federation
must revive the "revolutionary"
Hockey India League, feels leg-
endary Australian coach Ric
Charlesworth.

Charlesworth, who has worked
with Indian hockey as the men's and
women's teams' Technical Advisor
for four months in 2008, is a wide-
ly respected coach around the
world.

"I think India have been mak-
ing steady progress. A decade ago

they were 10th in the world, now
realistically 5th. My view always is
that it would take a decade to climb
into the medal positions," the 66-
year-old said.

"But I am not sure the domes-
tic competition is deep enough in
India. India need to get the Hockey
India League (HIL) going. That's
been the principle reason for the
change," he said.

"India is playing in this tour-
nament without Sardar (Singh),
Rupinder (Pal Singh), SV Sunil and
they still have a good team. India
now has more depth," added
Charlesworth on the sidelines of the

ongoing men's hockey World Cup
here.

The cash-rich HIL's future
looked uncertain when Hockey
India postponed the 2018 edition
because of financial issues. Some of
the franchises threatened to with-
draw claiming financial losses in the
five seasons it played out.

Charlesworth, who has also
played cricket at the first-class level
for Western Australia besides serv-
ing as the High Performance
Manager of New Zealand Cricket in
the past, said Indian hockey will find
it difficult to sustain the rise with-
out HIL.

"The Hockey India League
made a big difference. It played an
important role in the re-develop-
ment of hockey in India," he said.

"The foreign coaches helped.
The HIL saw foreign coaches and
foreign players mixing with Indian
players and that was important. It
created a deeper pool of players but
also gave the Indian players confi-
dence that they could play against
the best of the world," added
Charlesworth, who guided title-
holders Australia to back-to-back
World Cups in 2010 and 2014.

Stating that the hosts have the
firepower to recreate history for the

first time since 1975, the former
politician said the World Cup title
will go to one of the top six teams.

"The winner will come from to
six teams and I have said that
before. I think Germany, Holland,
Argentina, Belgium and India are
favourites. One of them will be the
winner," Charlesworth said.

Asked about eight-time cham-
pion India's podium chances in the
2020 Tokyo Olympics, he said, "I
think it is possible. Realistically,
India could win something here. But
in the end, you have to be good
enough to get into the semifinals
from where anything can happen."
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Meraj Sheikh led Dabang Delhi start it's
home leg in Delhi win a big win over Anup
Kumar's Jaipur Pink Panthers by 48-35 here
at Tyagraj Sports Complex in New Delhi.

Iranian raider Meraj was the star per-
former for the capital franchise and he was ably
supported by his other teammates who not
only helped their star player with continuous
collection of valuable points but also the
defenders who made it way more than diffi-
cult for the opposition players to get points.

Apart Deepak Hooda none of the other
player was able to leave any positive in the field
and their defensive unit played vulnerable
because of which now it become very diffi-
cult for the inaugural edition winners to make
it into the playoffs. The local side in the very
first raid of the match tackled opposition skip-
per Anup Kumar and in the immediate next
raid Meraj got a tackle point to add to Delhi's
lead. Boosted by this strong start, Delhi start-
ed gaining momentum in the following one's
and kept the scorecard moving. 

However, Pink Panthers was also fighting
hard for every point and when it was looking
like It could be an even contest just then the
momentum shifted to Delhi's favour and
Meraj Sheikh made a super raid to all-out
Jaipur and clinch 5 points for Delhi to put
them in Drivers seat. And after that all of the
sudden momentum shifted to Delhi's end and
immediately within next eight raids they all
out Pink Panthers once again to completely
dominate the game.

After the setback of two all-out within first
15 minutes of the game, Pink Panthers start-

ed playing bit cautiously but even that
approach didn't work in front of enthusiastic
Dabangs and by the end of half time they were
on the brink of another all-out. At the end of
first regulation time, the scorecard was read-
ing 29-10 and there was no doubt in anyone's
mind that it's going to be next to impossible
thing for Anup's men to turn over the result.

However, in the later half they improved
on their game and especially Deepak Hooda
lead the raiding unit to keep the scorecard
moving. But the poor form of Panther's
defence keep all his efforts go in vain.

After the third all out within two minutes
of start in second half, Jaipur compiled all it's
energy to not leak any easy points and this
worked for them even. They managed to
sweep all the  players to the dugout and enforce
their first all-out. Sensing opposition's fight-
back, Delhi revived their team strategy and
tried to slow the pace of the game by avoid-
ing unnecessary risks. This strategy clicked and
they managed to finish easily.
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Former skipper Sardar Singh is
impressed with India's "dream" start

to their campaign at the hockey World
Cup and Friday hoped the hosts will con-
tinue the superb run to reclaim the cov-
eted title after 43 years.

India registered a comprehensive 5-
0 win against South Africa to make a siz-
zling start to the World Cup — a tour-
nament the hosts won only once — in the
1975 edition at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

"It has been a dream start for India
at the hockey world cup. We played sim-
ple hockey and it is always important to
win the first match," Sardar said on the
sidelines of HCL Foundation Annual
National Sports Meet - 'Sports for
Change'.

"However, the tournament has just
begun and a lot of matches are yet to be
played. I hope India continues the
momentum," added the 32-year-old,
who had retired from international
hockey last September.

Over 500 students across 120 schools
and 72 Gurukuls were part of the 'Sports
for Change' initiative and more than 350
under privileged children were short-
listed for the national qualifier round
across different sports.

Sardar, who was the chief guest in the
event, interacted with the participants
and encouraged them for active partic-
ipation in sports.

"It gives me immense pleasure to see
these children excel in sports with pas-
sion and enthusiasm. I congratulate
HCL for recognizing its importance.
Inculcating the spirit of sportsmanship
in these young children will lead to bet-
ter and brighter future for these budding
sporting talents," he said.
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Londoners Chelsea and Arsenal both
enjoyed high-scoring Europa League

wins on Thursday as Glasgow giants
Celtic and Rangers were left with work to
do on the final matchday to qualify for the
next stage.

Unai Emery selected a youthful
Arsenal to play in the Ukraine and they
romped past Vorskla Poltava 3-0, guaran-
teeing top spot in Group E in a match
switched to freezing Kiev after security con-
cerns in the east of the country.

Teenagers Emile Smith Rowe and Joe
Willock scored either side of an Aaron
Ramsey penalty as the Gunners went in 3-
0 at half-time.

Vorskla Poltava's coach had com-
plained that the switch forced by
UEFA had deprived the city of a
"holiday", and had also distracted
his players.

Arsenal will now avoid any of
the Champions League drop outs
in the draw for the next round as
they have a better head-to-head record with
second-placed Sporting Lisbon.

Maurizio Sarri had demanded a reac-
tion from his Chelsea side after they lost
at Tottenham in the Premier League and
the Blues answered his call, beating PAOK
Salonika 4-0 to win their group with a brace
from French target man Olivier Giroud.

"The main target was to win, we need-
ed a strong team reaction and we did
it well tonight," said the World Cup
winner Giroud.

"I am really happy with the team
spirit and we can move forwards
now and start some new momen-
tum.

"I've scored goals in the past but it's true
that I was waiting for more chances," said
Giroud, who broke a long streak without
a goal in the last round.

"You need a bit of luck in front of goal.
I had a good assist from my team-mates,
I love this kind of ball behind the defence.

"Four goals plus a clean sheet, a good

night for us. When the manager starts me
I try to give my best, do my part."

Meanwhile, Celtic still need a final
day draw to go through after beating
pointless Rosenborg away for the second
year in a row thanks to Scott Sinclair's
emphatic header just before the break.

The Scots can thank Austrian outfit RB
Salzburg, who won Group B outright with
a victory over their German sister club RB
Leipzig 1-0. The Germans now have to win
in Glasgow to qualify ahead of Celtic.

Rangers drew 0-0 at home with Spain's
Villarreal, keeping their hopes of last day
qualification from Group G alive a point
behind the Spaniards and Rapid Vienna.
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Former Australian batsman Dean Jones
doesn't foresee the current team beating
India in the upcoming Test series and feels

the hosts will be better off without "provoking"
opposition skipper Virat Kohli.

Australia are a depleted unit in the absence
of Steve Smith and David Warner,
providing India their "best"
chance of winning a maiden
Test series Down Under.

"If India doesn't win this
series, they will never win in Australia. India is
miles better than Australia in all formats but do
they have the belief, and will their fast bowlers
last the distance?" Jones was quoted as saying by
the 'Sydney Morning Herald'.

Despite India having a poor overseas record,
Jones has backed the visitors to win the four-Test
series starting December 6 at Adelaide.

"With India's history, maybe this series will
not be a fait accompli. I do feel the result will go
India's way to the tune of a 2-0 or 3-0 result, as
I just can't see Australia winning a Test anywhere.

"Normally when Australia play at home they
are very hard to beat. But now there is no Steve
Smith and David Warner, who consistently
make 40 per cent of Australia's runs. For
Australia to win, who is going to fill those shoes?"
asked Jones, who played 52 Tests and 164 ODIs.

Jones also said not engaging Kohli in a ver-
bal battle will serve them well.

"Do not talk or provoke him. Make him your
best mate."

On how to contain Kohli the batsman,
Jones added: "Trying to find a weakness in Kohli's
game is like trying to find something wrong with
the Mona Lisa. Teams must stop his cover drive
and bowl in different areas.

"At the start of Kohli's innings, quicks need
to bowl at a fourth-stump line and make him play
on the back foot. Do not give him width and
length outside off-stump.

"Bowlers must try to set him up with
short stuff first and then the odd wide ball
on the drive to find the edge. Slips and gully
stay on high alert."
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He can't really figure it out yet but Ian

Chappell believes India would be "missing"
something in the Test series against Australia and
will end up on the losing side despite things look-

ing good for them on paper.
The Test rivalry, which has risen in stature

and intensity over the years, will be renewed
with the latest assignment starting December
6 in Adelaide.

"I am going to pick Australia, but don't ask
me why I am picking them. I think
the only reasonable reason I can
give is that I was disappointed
the way India played in
England and I thought they
should have won that
series," Chappell told
'ESPNCricinfo'.

"Certainly, on talent,
they should beat this
Australian side, but there
might just be something miss-
ing. The other thing is the
Australian attack.

"It is a very good one. It is proven
under Australian conditions and the Indian
attack is not proven under Australian condi-
tions. So it is pretty flimsy evidence but I am
going to pick Australia," he added.

Chappell nonetheless expects Indian skip-
per Virat Kohli to score heavily in the series.

"...I'm particularly looking forward to the
competition between Australia's pace bowlers
and Virat Kohli. That should be a great contest.
Last time he was here, Kohli played really well,"
he said.

Another positive for India, according to
Chappell, is their pace bowlers, who did quite
well in England.

"They got the ball to move around. I'm not
sure they will get the same kind of assistance
in Australian conditions, so I'm interested to

see how they bowl, and I think those two
things could tell a big story in the

series," he said.
Asked about

India coach Ravi
Shastri's recent assertions of
this being the best travelling
Indian team in the last 15
years, Chappell said there are
reasons to agree with it to an

extent.
"I think it is one of the bet-

ter teams to come from India, and
certainly, as far as the fast bowlers are

concerned, they are better suited to
Australian conditions than any other pace-
bowling attack I have seen come from India.

Chappell said India will be handicapped sig-
nificantly by the absence of all-rounder Hardik
Pandya. Pandya is out nursing a back injury.

"...Because he was the balance to the team.
If you had Pandya there under Australian con-
ditions, he could perform as your third seam-
er and you could play two spinners in places
like Adelaide and Sydney, where I think it is very
handy to have five bowlers," he said.
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Partnerships will hold the key not just in batting
but bowling as well during India's Test clashes

with Australia as the hosts cannot really be blown
away in a single burst, visiting off-spinner R
Ashwin said on Friday.

"You have to stitch together partnerships even
when bowling and it's very important to ascertain
your role to get what you can out of the game,"
Ashwin said.

"It's very important to soak
together good partnerships as
a bowling group then try and

knock them over. You won't
blow oppositions away, it might

happen once in a while - but
you have to get your noses
ahead and keep it ahead," he
said.

Ashwin said he expects
the wickets to be flat, which

would require his teammates
to play "smart cricket through

the series."
He also added that bowling in

partnerships will be of para-
mount importance especially
since India will be missing a fifth
bowler in injured Hardik
Pandya.

However he refused to call
India the favourites going into
this series.

"...Even when Australia
came to India they were talking
us up, and it looks like more of

a strategy for us. I personally think you have to go
one day at a time. It's never easy to come over to
Australia and win series.

"In the Ashes they almost whitewashed England,
knocked them over, and so as far as I'm concerned
they are starting favourites," he signed off. 
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Alargely frustrating outing for
most of the Indian bowlers

was made worse for the team by
batting sensation Prithvi Shaw's
injury setback on the third day
of the tour game against Cricket
Australia XI.

Cricket Australia XI were
356/6 in 102 overs at stumps in
response to India's 358 all out at
the Sydney Cricket Ground on
Friday. 

Opener D'Arcy Short top-
scored for the hosts with 74 runs

off 91 balls, inclusive of 11 fours.
Max Bryant (62), Harry Nielsen
(56 not out) and Aaron Hardie
(69 not out) were the others to
score half-centuries in response
to India's first innings' 358 runs.

India didn't start the day two
well as the new ball pairing of
Umesh Yadav (1-81) and
Mohammed Shami (3-67) was
taken for runs.

Ashwin though was India's
best bowler on the day, at least in
terms of control, finishing with
figures of 1-63 in 24 overs.

Cricket Australia XI lost

four wickets for 21 runs in the
second session to reach the tea
break at 246-6. Ashwin ran out
Param Uppal for 5 runs, while
Yadav had Whiteman caught
behind for 35.

Ishant Sharma (0-57) and
Ravindra Jadeja (0-37) also
bowled a couple of spells during
the day, but didn't pose any major
threats to the batsmen in the 27
overs they sent down.

India tried a few other bowl-
ing options with Hanuma Vihari
(0-33) and skipper Virat Kohli
(0-6) also turning his arm over.
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Indian opener Prithvi Shaw was on
Friday ruled out of the first Test

against Australia after suffering an
ankle injury during the ongoing tour
game against Cricket Australia XI.

His injury is a massive setback for
the visitors as the 19-year-old was
expected to open in the first Test
beginning December 6 at Adelaide.

With Shaw unavailable, K L Rahul
and Murali Vijay will be India's open-

ers in the first Test. The BCCI did not
name any replacement for the
Mumbai teenager.

"Opening batsman Prithvi Shaw
suffered a left ankle injury while
attempting a catch at the boundary
ropes in the tour game against CA XI
at The Sydney Cricket Ground," said
the BCCI in a statement.

"Shaw underwent scans this
morning and the reports revealed a
lateral ligament injury. Shaw will be
unavailable for the first Test against

Australia. He will undergo an inten-
sive rehabilitation program to hasten
the recovery and be available for selec-
tion at the earliest," it added.

Shaw picked up the injury in the
15th over of Cricket Australia XI's
innings, when Max Bryant latched on
to Ravichandran Ashwin's delivery
and hit him for a six at midwicket.

Shaw was visibly in pain and did-
n't get up immediately. He was carried
off the field by two members of the
Indian support staff.
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The feud between senior India woman
cricketer Mithali Raj and Ramesh Powar

is heading towards an end without any inter-
vention from the administrators with the
coach's three-month interim tenure ending on
Friday.

With the conclusion of Powar's term, fresh
applications will be invited by the BCCI for
the job and in all likelihood, the former India
spinner will not be considered even if he
applies.

"His contract is coming to an end today
and there is little chance that he will be brought
back," a top BCCI official said.

The Indian women's team has had its fair
share of controversies and the latest one was
triggered after Mithali was dropped from the
playing XI for the World T20 semifinal
which the side lost to England by eight wick-
ets.

After Powar's departure, it remains to be
seen how T20 captain Kaur and ODI captain
Mithali bury their differences. India's next
assignment is the tour of NZ  in January and
under a new coach, the team would hope to
steer clear of more controversy. 

"It will be interesting to see how Harman
and Mithali get along after whatever happened
in the West Indies. It is imperative that they
get along well for the team's sake," an official
said.
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Punjab pummelled Delhi by
10 wickets for their maid-

en win of the season here on
Friday while handing the hosts
their first loss at home in five
years.

With Punjab controlling
the game from day one, it was
only a matter of time before
they scored an outright win,
fetching seven points.

Delhi, who were gasping at
106 for six in their second
innings and trailing Punjab by
69 runs at stumps on day two,
ended up with 179 courtesy
Pulkit Narang (31) and Pulkit
Sood (25).

Punjab needed just five
runs for a big win and and they
knocked it off in 2.1 overs with
Jiwanjot Sharma and Abhishek
Sharma in the middle.

With the emphatic win,
Punjab have revived their Ranji
campaign after having col-
lected just two points from the
previous two games.

On the other hand, Delhi's
troubles have increased with
their first loss of the season.
They had conceded the first-

innings lead against
Hyderabad and could not dis-
miss Himachal Pradesh in
their opener for an outright
win.

Delhi's batting let them
down again though they did a
tad better than the first
innings, in which they were
bundled out for 107.
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Off-spinner Writtick Bijoy
Chatterjee on Friday bowled

Bengal back into contention in the
Elite Group 'B' match against Tamil
Nadu with a five-wicket haul at the
M A Chidambaram stadium.

Trailing by 74 runs in the first
innings, Chatterjee's efforts (5 for
22) helped Bengal dismiss Tamil
Nadu for 141 in 62.5 overs, leaving
the visitors a target of 216 to secure
its first win of the season.

Chatterjee removed the first

innings centurion Baba Aparajith
(21) and N Jagadeesan (38) while
fellow spinner Pradipta Pramanik
dismissed captain B Indrajith (4).

Some late order resistance by J
Kousik (10) and M Mohammed (23

not out) helped the home team
stretch the lead.

Bengal began the chase cau-
tiously with left-handed opener
Abhishek Kumar Raman, who
made 98 in the first knock and
Kousik Ghosh (13) seeing off the
early threat from T Natarajan and
Mohammed.

Abhishek Raman and captain
Manoj Tiwari (13 batting) added 35
runs before the former fell to
Kousik for 53. Bengal requires 129
more runs on the final day Saturday
to secure a much-neeed win.
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Hosts Mumbai eked
out a crucial 16-run

first innings lead after
they bundled out Gujarat
for 281 in their Elite
Group A Ranji Trophy
game here Friday.

Hosts Mumbai eked
out a crucial 16-run first
innings lead after they
bundled out Gujarat for
281 in their Elite Group A

Ranji Trophy game here
Friday.

Mumbai had posted
297 in their first innings
at the Wankhede
Stadium.

Gujarat resumed the
penultimate day of the
four-day match on 232/8
with wicket-keeper
Dhurv Raval unbeaten
on 60.

Raval added 39 runs
to his tally, but missed out

on a deserving hundred
after he fell on 99 and was
the last man to be dis-
missed.

For Mumbai, Shivam
Dubey (3-50), Dhawal
Kulkarni (3- 71) and
Royston Dias (3-74)
shone with the ball.

However, Mumbai
had a disastrous start in
their second essay as
Gujarat bowlers lead by
medium pacer Chintan

Gaja (4-50) wreaked
havoc.

At one stage,
Mumbai were reeling at
6-66 as Akhil Herwdkar
(10), Jay Bista (0), Siddesh
Lad (17), Surya Kumar
Yadav (1), Arman Jaffer
(5) and Dhawal Kulkarni
(6) fell in quick succes-
sion. But then Aditya Tare
(59) used his experience
as he and Shivam Dubey
rebuild the innings.
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