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LT GEN: WON'T HESITATE
FOR SURGICAL OP AGAIN
Dehradun: Vice Chief of Army
Staff Lt Gen Devraj Anbu has
said the security forces would
not hesitate to launch another
surgical strike against terrorists
if the need to do so arises.

TIGER ELECTROCUTED
NEAR WILDLIFE RESERVE 
Nagpur/Chandrapur: A sub-adult
tiger was found dead after getting
electrocuted in a farm near the
Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve in
Chandrapur district.

3 TERRORISTS KILLED IN
ENCOUNTER; JAWAN HURT 
Srinagar: Three Lashkar-e-Taiba
terrorists, including one of the
youngest ultras in Kashmir, were
killed in a gunfight with security
forces on the outskirts of
Srinagar on Sunday. A soldier
and three civilians were also
injured during the encounter.

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) functionary

Suresh ‘Bhaiyyaji’ Joshi on
Sunday reminded the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
Government to fulfil its
promise of constructing a
grand Ram Temple at Ayodhya
and demanded the Union
Government to enact a legis-
lation, if need be, to facilitate
the construction. 

Thousands of people gath-
ered at Ramlila Maidan in
Central Delhi on Sunday for
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) rally to press for the
construction of Ram Temple in
Ayodhya, days before
Parliament’s Winter Session
commences.

Addressing the VHP rally,
Joshi launched a veiled attack
on the Union Government
saying, “Those in power today
had promised to construct
Ram Temple. They should lis-
ten to people and fulfil the
demand of temple in Ayodhya.
They are aware of the senti-
ments.” Without naming the
BJP, Joshi added, “We are not
begging for it.” 

Joshi reminded the BJP of
its Palampur resolution on
Ram Temple and said there is
no other option and the
Government needs to come
forward showing courage for
this holy work. 

“They had passed a reso-
lution that ‘Ram Mandir Wahin
Banayenge’. Now the time has
come to respect that resolution.
Without any hesitation, they
should move ahead towards

fulfilling their commitment,”
Joshi said in presence of thou-
sands of Lord Ram devotees,
saints and religious gurus.

Joshi said the judiciary has
its own way, but in a democ-
racy, Parliament has its own
rights and the present
Government should take ini-
tiatives in the direction of for-
mulating a law. 

“There is no other option.
For this holy work, they need
to come forward showing
courage. This is the request of
all Ram bhakts. We are not beg-
ging. We are expressing our

views. The power has a big role
in respecting these sentiments.
I believe that those is power will
understand these sentiments
and will take positive steps,” 
he said.

Joshi said the construc-
tion of Ram temple would
bring “Ram Rajya” in the coun-
try and till the time it gets con-
structed, the movement will go
on. “How long we will see lord
Ram living in a temporary
arrangement? This should end.
There is a need for one last
push. We all want to see lord
Ram in the grand temple. The

construction of temple will lay
foundation of Ram Rajya in the
country. It will decide, on
which way the country will
move ahead. Till the construc-
tion of temple, the movement
will continue,” he said amid
chants of “Jai Sree Ram” and
“Ram Lala Hum Aayenge,
Mandir Wahi Banayenge”. 

“The power is not supreme
but it plays an important role.
Those sitting in the corridors
of power need to understand
the public sentiment. I believe
that they are not only aware of
it but are also in agreement on

the issue of temple,” Joshi said.
Addressing the gathering,

Sadhvi Ritambhara said the
Government should listen to its
“own” people and pave the
way for the construction of a
grand Ram temple in Ayodhya.
“Apno ki awaz apno ko sunana
chahiye aur Ram mandir ka
marg prashast hona chahiye,”
she said. She also took a dig at
the BJP for ignoring the senti-
ments of Hindus.

“Those who were talking
about Lord Ram are enjoying
power but Lord Ram is still in
tent. It’s very painful to see Lord

Ram in tents. There’s no mean-
ing of constructing big statues of
Lord Ram unless a grand Ram
temple is constructed in
Ayodhya. The use of power
exists in putting India’s pride in
its place,” Sadhvi said. Lokesh
Muni, a dharma guru of Jain
community, asked the
Government to bring a legisla-
tion in the Winter Session of
Parliament for the construction
of the temple. It may be noted
that the ‘Title Suit of the Ayodhya
Land Dispute case’ is pending
before the Supreme Court. 

Continued on Page 5
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Amassive drop in agricul-
tural cultivation has led to

serious concern among the
stakeholders, including the
Centre, against the backdrop
of a recent hike in the mini-
mum support prices (MSP).
The Agriculture Ministry data
shows that plantation area
saw a decline of 27 lakh
hectare during the current
rabi season this year.

In addition, rice cultivation
area also declined by 36 per
cent, mainly due to dismal
performance reported from
southern peninsula including
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala. The lower sowing is
attributed to erratic rainfall
during monsoon season, defi-
ciency of north east monsoon,
low moisture in soil and five
cyclonic disturbances/storms
which include cyclone Daye
(September 17-24); Luban
(October 6-15); Titli (October
8-15); Gaja (November 10-19)
and Ockhi (November 18-24).

As per latest Agriculture
Ministry data, as many as 414.29
lakh hectare was sown as com-

pared to 441.59 lakh hectare last
year, a decline of 7 per cent this
year despite hike in the rabi and
kharif crops of MSP. 

“The lowering in planta-
tion area is a major concern for
the Agriculture Ministry ahead
of the next year Lok Sabha polls
and this has happened despite
hike in the MSP. The Narendra
Modi Government has also
expected a bumper crops in
2018-19,” said a source in the
Agriculture Ministry.

“Farm sector still employs
60 per cent of India’s popula-
tion even though contribution
of agriculture to gross domes-
tic product (GDP) has fallen
from 18 per cent in 2013-14 to
less than 14 per cent in 2016-
17. “The bumper crops will
make the Government to for-
mulate pro-farmers policy,” a
source said.

Continued on Page 5
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The Opposition parties are
meeting on Monday in

Delhi as part of their explorato-
ry exercise to form a grand
alliance to take on the BJP in
the next year’s Lok Sabha polls.
The meeting comes day before
the start of the Winter Session
of Parliament and counting of
the five State Assembly polls.
Except BSP chief Mayawati,
who has kept everyone guess-
ing, leaders of all other major
Opposition parties are expect-
ed to attend the meet.

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
chief and Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu is coordinating the

meeting and has personally
met several Opposition leaders
to bring them on one table. 

Naidu has set an example
in trying to unite the
Opposition by mending fences
with arch-enemy Congress and
forging an alliance with the
grand old party in the
Telangana elections.

Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi, Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar, Trinamool
Congress (TMC) supremo
Mamata Banerjee, National
Conference (NC) chief Farooq
Abdullah, Communist Party of
India (Marxist) general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury and

Communist Party of India
(CPI) general secretary S
Sudhakar Reddy are expected
to attend the meeting.

Samajwadi Party (SP) pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav, Mualyam
Singh Yadav, are likely to attend
the meet, but Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) chief Mayawati is
unlikely to take part. However
sources said senior BSP leader
Satish Chandra Mishra might
attend it. Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
president and Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik was
also unlikely to be part of the
meeting. 

Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) president M
K Stalin, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) convener Arvind
Kejriwal, Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) leader Tejashwi Yadav
and Loktantrik Janata Dal
(LJD) leader Sharad Yadav are
also among those likely to
attend the meeting.

During the meeting at the
Parliament House Annexe, the
Opposition parties are expect-
ed to discuss their responses to
Government bills and issues
related to the Rafale deal and
farmers. 

Continued on Page 5
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From Monday, Indian
tourists will have to shell out

`200 extra to enter the main
mausoleum at the Taj Mahal in
Agra. The foreign tourists will
have to pay ̀ 1,300. A notifica-
tion in this regard has been
issued on December 5 by the
Archeological Survey of India
under the Union Ministry of
Culture. This comes after the
Government had hiked the
entry fee to the Unesco heritage
site to `50 from `40 for the
domestic visitor. 

The decision to charge
`200 and `1,300 from domes-
tic and foreign tourists respec-
tively for visiting the main
mausoleum has come as per
the recommendation of the
National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute
(NEERI). It had conducted a
study on Taj’s load-bearing
capacity and suggested imme-
diate steps to reduce the num-
ber of footfalls into the mau-
soleum to protect its integrity.

As per the new order, the
tourists paying `50 will be
able to visit just near the stairs
of the platform and areas
around the Yamuna river but

will not be allowed to enter the
main mausoleum. Extra ticket
will be checked at the entry of
the gate of the mausoleum.

Culture Minister Mahesh
Sharma had a few months ago
had indicated imposing such
tariff saying that the move
aims to “preserve the Taj

Mahal” and for a better crowd
management.

“We need to preserve the
Taj Mahal for the generations
to come,” Sharma had said
about the increase in tariff
from `40 to `50.

The Supreme Court had
recently directed the Uttar
Pradesh Government to submit
a vision document on the
preservation of the monument
within four weeks.

One of the seven wonders
of the world, the Taj Mahal was
commissioned in 1632 by the
Mughal emperor, Shah Jahan to
house the tomb of his wife,
Mumtaz Mahal.

Redeem Mandir pledge: RSS to Govt

At VHP rally, Bhaiyyaji Joshi demands law for Ayodhya temple, says we are not begging

Plantation area
drop in poll eve
anguishes Govt
Cultivation down 

by 27 lakh ha, 36%

drop in paddy due 

to erratic monsoon

Opp parties' meet today to
mull grand alliance viability
Mayawati keeps all guessing, Chandrababu is coordinator

Main mausoleum visit fee
hiked to preserve Taj

An aerial view of Ramlila Maidan during Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s (VHP) event ‘Dharma Sabha’, in which thousands of people gathered to press for the
construction of Ram Temple in Ayodhya, days before Parliament’s winter session commences in New Delhi on Sunday PTI

RSS leader Suresh ‘Bhaiyyaji’ Joshi addresses during
VHP’s ‘Dharma Sabha in New Delhi on Sunday PTI

The Supreme Court had
recently directed the Uttar

Pradesh Government to
submit a vision document
on the preservation of the
monument within 4 weeks
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PTI n LONDON

Embattled liquor tycoon
Vijay Mallya, wanted in

India on alleged fraud and
money laundering charges
amounting to an estimated Rs
9,000 crores, is scheduled to
return to the Westminster
Magistrates’ Court here on
Monday when his extradition
trial is listed for a judgment
hand-down. The 62-year-old
former Kingfisher Airlines boss
has been on bail since his
arrest on an extradition war-
rant in April last year.

He has contested his extra-
dition on the grounds that the
case against him is “politically
motivated” and the loans he has
been accused of defrauding
on were sought to keep his
now-defunct airline afloat. “I
did not borrow a single rupee.
The borrower was Kingfisher

Airlines. Money was lost due to
a genuine and sad business fail-
ure. Being held as guarantor is
not fraud,” he said in his recent
Twitter post on the issue.

“I have offered to repay 100
per cent of the principal
amount to them. Please take it,”
the flamboyant businessman

tweeted earlier. While dis-
missing that his intervention
has anything to do with the
extradition case, it came just
days before Judge Emma
Arbuthnot is expected to pre-
sent her ruling in the case.

The trial, which opened at
the Magistrates’ Court on

December 4 last year, has gone
through a series of hearings
beyond the initial seven days
earmarked for it. It opened with
the Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) team, led by Mark
Summers, laying out the Indian
government’s prima facie case
of fraud and money laundering

against Mallya. Summers
sought to establish a “blueprint
of dishonesty” against the busi-
nessman and that there are no 
bars to his extradition on
human rights grounds. Mallya’s
defence team, led by Clare
Montgomery, deposed a series
of experts in an attempt to

prove that the erstwhile
Kingfisher Airlines’ alleged
default of bank loans was the
result of business failure rather
than “dishonest” and “fraudu-
lent” activity by its owner. The
court was also told that a con-
sortium of Indian banks, led by
the State Bank of India (SBI),
rejected an offer by the liquor
baron in early 2016 to pay back
nearly 80 per cent of the prin-
cipal loan amount owed to
them. While the CPS argued
that Mallya never intended to
repay the loans he sought in the
first place because his airline’s
demise was inevitable, the
defence tried to establish that
Kingfisher Airlines was suffer-
ing from consequences of a
wider global financial crisis
around 2009-2010 and that its
failure was a result of factors
beyond the company’s control.
“There are clear signs that the

banks seem to have gone against
their own guidelines [in sanc-
tioning some of the loans],”
Judge Arbuthnot had noted
during the course of the trial. In
relation to the defence’s attempts
to dispute Indian prison condi-
tions as a bar to Mallya’s extra-
dition on human rights
grounds, the judge had indi-
cated to the CPS that she did not
require any further information
in reference to the prison con-
ditions awaiting Mallya at
Barrack 12 of Mumbai’s Arthur
Road Jail after seeking a video
of the cell. “If the judge is satis-
fied that all of the procedural
requirements are met, and that
none of the statutory bars to
extradition apply, he or she
must send the case to the
Secretary of State for a decision
to be taken on whether to order
extradition,” explains Pavani 

Continued on Page 5

Vijay Mallya’s extradition case edges towards ruling

New Delhi (PNS): A team
of officials led by the CBI’s
Joint Director, S Sai Manohar,
left for London on Sunday to
attend a crucial hearing in the
extradition case of embattled
liquor baron Vijay Mallya on
Monday, sources said.
Manohar will take the place of
Special Director Rakesh
Asthana, who had been

attending the trial till now. The
government had sent Asthana
on forced leave, divesting him
of all powers after he and CBI
Director Alok Verma entered
in a bitter feud. Two officials
of the Enforcement
Directorate are also accom-
panying the CBI officer,
sources said.

Continued on Page 5

CBI joint director leaves
for UK to attend hearing
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Seeking to strike a chord with
the minority community,

Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
Lohia (PSPL) leader Shivpal
Yadav said that the Ram tem-
ple should not be constructed
at the disputed site at Ayodhya
and the temple could be con-
structed across the Saryu river
as the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment had no dearth of  land.
Adopting a strident anti-BJP
stance, Shivpal Yadav demand-
ed imposition of the President’s
rule in the state as prohibitory
orders were defied in Ayodhya

with impunity by the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad on November
25 where a Dharma Sabha was
organised to demand the con-
struction of temple.

“The Ayodhya case is
pending in the Supreme Court.
We should either wait for orders
or find consensus. The UP
government has a lot of lands
and the Ram temple could be
constructed across the Saryu
river. There should be no talks
of the temple on a disputed
land,” Shivpal Yadav said. “The
political parties these days are
wary of talking about the 

Continued on Page 5

Shivpal Yadav sings

anti-BJP tune

Samajwadi Party founder Mulayam Singh Yadav and Pragatisheel Samajwadi
Party-Lohia (PSP-L) chief Shivpal Singh Yadav attend ‘Janakrosh Maharally' in
Lucknow on Sunday PTI
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Exhorting people from
Ghazipur to visit their vil-

lages at least once in a year,
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Communications
and Minister of State for
Railways, Manoj Sinha, said
that the time had come to think
about the village and city where
one was born and the place
which gave an identity of which
one was proud of.

Speaking at a programme,
Ghazipur Samagam, here on
Sunday, Sinha said that the
people who belonged to
Ghazipur should develop a
community feeling which
could help in extending bon-
homie among the people of this
region. 

“The people who can
afford should donate to
improve infrastructure in
schools because this is the
place which builds character in
a child,” he said.

The ‘Ghazipur Samagam’
was an interactive platform
for people hailing from
Ghazipur, who gathered here
on Sunday to deliberate on var-
ious issues, UP BJP media co-
convenor Navin Srivastava said. 

Sinha said in the last four
years, infrastructure in
Ghazipur had improved. He
said the city would be connect-
ed through air with New Delhi
and Lucknow very soon. 

“Ghazipur is now connect-
ed with all the major cities of
the country. By 2022, Ghazipur
will be connected with Mau
through rail line,” Sinha, who

is MP from Ghazipur, said.
Sinha said that high-speed

broadband would reach each
and every village of the coun-
try by 2019. He said the gov-
ernment had set a target to link
2.5 lakh village panchayats
with the broadband under the
BharatNet project.

“By 2019, there will not be
a single village left in the coun-
try, which will not be connect-
ed with high-speed broad-
band,” he added.

Elaborating on the achieve-
ments of the Narendra Modi
government, he said the Union
government opened Jan Dhan
accounts and gave free LPG
connections to eight crore
below poverty line (BPL fam-
ilies) across the country.

“This is the first govern-
ment in the country which is
working for the welfare of vil-
lagers and villages,” he said.

“At present, we are the sixth
largest economy of the world

and very soon we will be fifth
largest economy because the
way we are progressing, no one
can stop our march,” he said.

Sinha also took to Twitter
to praise Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The Union minister tweet-
ed, “Poorvanchal is fortunate
that PM Narendra Modi is the
MP from Varanasi. As a result,
the entire eastern region of UP
including Ghazipur has now
become a point of focus

(kendra bindu) for the Centre...”
“In the last four-and-a-

half years, foundation of the
AIIMS has been laid in
Gorakhpur, while The Institute
of Medical Sciences (IMS),
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) has been upgraded to
the level of AIIMS. From the
point of view of infrastructure,
this government has done
unprecedented work,” he said
in the tweet. 

Later, talking to reporters,
Sinha said that Ram temple
would be constructed at
Ayodhya. He said there were
only two options – one through
judicial intervention and sec-
ond by mutual consent.
“Everyone in India wants Ram
temple at Ayodhya and it will
be constructed soon,” he added.

When asked about
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
prospect in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh
where exit polls have project-
ed a loss for the party, Sinha
said the results would be in
favour of the BJP. “The credi-
bility of exit polls is always
doubtful,” he added.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit
Ghazipur on December 29 and
lay foundation stone of a med-
ical college there. He is expect-
ed to address a rally of Rajbhar
community there.

The Prime Minister will be
visiting Ghazipur after a gap of
two years. He last came to
Ghazipur on November 14,
2016, when he announced sev-
eral projects mostly of the
Railways.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav will

join the Congress and other
opposition parties in the
December 10 meeting called by
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
and Telugu Desam Party supre-
mo N Chandrababu Naidu to
chalk out a common strategy to
fight the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

“I will attend the all-party
meet in Delhi, it is important
that I should go and attend it,”
Yadav said at the rally organ-
ised by his younger brother
Shivpal Singh Yadav, who is
president of Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party (Lohia). 

The Bharatiya Janata Party
has already dismissed the
meeting of the opposition
parties on the eve of
Parliament session beginning
from December 11 as a “coali-
tion of rivals”. 

The BJP also poked fun at
the meeting, saying the tradi-
tional meeting of the opposi-
tion on the eve of every
Parliament session is being
projected as “opposition con-
clave”.

Aam Aadmi Party leader
Arvind Kejrival is also likely
to attend the meeting in Delhi.

It will be the first time that
AAP will attend such a formal
meeting of opposition parties,
although its leaders have par-
ticipated in protests such as
the Bharat Bandh called by
Congress on September 10
against rising fuel prices.

Initially scheduled to be
held in November, the oppo-
sition meeting was delayed
due to the assembly polls in
five states that are seen as a
semifinal for the Lok Sabha
polls in 2019.

TDP leader Chandrababu
Naidu has been spearheading
an effort to bring together
major regional parties to put
up a common front against
the BJP in 2019. 

No confirmation is avail-
able yet about the participa-
tion of Bahujan Samaj Party
chief Mayawati or any of her
party colleagues in the meet-
ing.

Earlier, Naidu had said he
would speak to Mayawati,
who has indicated that she
would not be a part of their
alliance. 

“Those opposing the BJP,
those who want to save this
nation, will work together,” he
said.

The Congress’ failure to
tie up with the BSP in the poll-
bound states, particularly in
Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh, is seen as a setback
to the efforts for forging an
anti-BJP alliance.

Along with Naidu,
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar is
also involved in efforts to
resolve differences between
the Congress and its rival
political parties to ensure that
a broad-based alliance is
firmed up to take on the BJP
in the 2019 elections.

Mathura (PTI): Union
Home Minister Rajnath Singh
on Sunday said ending terror-
ist activities was a pre-condi-
tion for any dialogue with
Pakistan as its “dual” role was
unacceptable to India.

“Promoting terrorist activ-
ities and entering into a dia-
logue for peace cannot run
together,” he said, when asked
by reporters to explain why
India was avoiding any dia-
logue with Pakistan.

He said either Islamabad
should stop aiding terrorist
activities or express its commit-
ment against terrorism with
assurance that it would not
allow it to grow in Pakistan.

“If it finds difficult to con-
trol terrorist activities, why it is
not seeking help from its neigh-
bour India?” he asked.

“If a crusade against
Taliban can start in
Afghanistan with the help of
the US , why not commence a
similar action in Pakistan? the
Union Home Minister asked.

On the outcome of election
results in Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram,
Rajasthan and Telangana, he
said, “Prayas to Bhartiya Janata
Party ka yahi raha hai ki hame
kamyabi mile, milni bhi chahiye
yeh vishwas hai, parinam ki
pratiksha kijiye (Efforts of BJP
has been to win, we are confi-
dent of that, wait for the
results)”.

He disapproved that the
election in the five states was a
semi-final for the 2019 Lok
Sabha election, adding that
“final is final”.

PNS n LUCKNOW

The election results  of
three states — Madhya

Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh — on December
11 will  be  crucial  for the fate
of the proposed alliance of
Bahujan  Samaj  Party and
Samajwadi Party for 2019 Lok
Sabha election   in the largest
state of the country, Uttar
Pradesh which sends 80 MPs.

These election results are
crucial as they will decide the
contours of the alliance as
while the Congress is the
dominant pole against the
Bharatiya Janata Party in other
Hindi heartland states, in UP
and Bihar, the regional parties
like SP and BSP continue to
hold the sway. Both the BSP
and the SP have occupied the
political  space of the
Congress, which was dis-
placed after the rise of the
Mandal and Dalit upsurge.    

The Congress had refused
to accommodate SP and BSP
in MP, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh. The SP and BSP
want to pay back to the
Congress in same coin when
it comes to stitching alliance
in UP for Lok Sabha polls.

It  is  clear that both
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan
Samaj Party do not want to

commit anything before the
votes for the just-concluded
assembly elections are count-
ed. The top leadership of
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan
Samaj Party made this appar-
ent by failing to show up at the
two-day-long farmers’ protest
in New Delhi attended by
other non-BJP leaders.

“First Congress tried to
spread rumour that BSP was
demanding 50 seats in
Madhya Pradesh which was
false.  They fought last assem-
bly elections in UP in coalition
with Samajwadi Party and the
results are in front of every-
one. Even if on December 11
the Congress gains upper
hand in a few states, then too
there will not be any kind of
pressure on BSP to include
Congress in any kind of
alliance for 2019 Lok Sabha
elections,” said a BSP leader.

The Samajwadi Party,
highly optimistic about
alliance with the BSP, is also
reworking its strategy. The
SP, which was once the biggest
political party in the state,
today lacks a strong organisa-
tional structure. This can be
well understood by the fact
that even after almost a year
of dissolving its various affil-
iates l ike Yuvjan Sabha,
Alpsankhyak Sabha, Lohia

Vahini and Mulayam Singh
Youth Brigade, not even one
unit of these organisations
have been reconstituted.  Most
importantly, the man who
was responsible for strength-
ening the structure of the
party once, Shivpal Singh
Yadav, has now formed his
own political party.

“I think results in state
assembly elections are impor-
tant, but what is more impor-
tant is the defeat of NDA in
2019. Opposition parties are
more concerned about 2019
elections. Samajwadi Party is
striving hard to weave a
stronger alliance. We want all
like-minded people to come
together to defeat BJP-led
government at the Centre,”
said Sunil Yadav, MLC and SP
spokesperson.

Political analysts feels that
the situation will undergo a
radical change if the results in
any three Hindi speaking
states go in favour of
Congress.  They say no mat-
ter what the BSP is currently
saying about alliance with
Congress in Uttar Pradesh,
things will definitely be affect-
ed by the results on December
11 and both Samajwadi Party
and Bahujan Samaj Party and
BSP will be compelled to take
some tough decisions.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to visit the

Kumbh Mela area and inaugu-
rate the newly-constructed pro-
jects in the Sangam city and the
temporary structures in the
Mela area on December 16.

The Prime Minister will
also address a public meeting in
the Mela area on the day, con-
firmed a senior leader of the
Bharatiya Janata Party here on
Sunday. 

Modi is slated to review the
Kumbh preparations personal-
ly during his visit.

However, a meeting of
senior leaders chaired by
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya will be held here
on December 11 to finalise the
preparations and other arrange-
ments for the Prime Minister’s
visit.

“The Prime Minister’s rally
will be attended by over two
lakh people from nearby dis-
tricts,” the BJP leaders claimed.

Modi will inaugurate pro-
jects worth over `3,500 crores
during his visit. They mostly
relate to beautification of the city
and projects in the Mela area.
He will visit the Sangam city a
day after External Affair
Minister Sushma Swaraj is slat-
ed to lead  a foreign delegation
of 172 countries to the Kumbh
Mela area to make them aware
of the facilities being provided
there and give other details of
the mela.

In view of the visits of the
foreign delegation and the
Prime Minister, Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath has directed
officials to complete all the
projects and other preparation
for the Kumbh by December 15.

The Prime Minister will
also visit his parliamentary con-
stituency Varanasi on December
29. During the visit, Modi will
dedicate two sewage treatment
plants, a water treatment plant
in Sarnath and the Mahamana
Cancer Institute in BHU along
with other projects. He is also
slated to visit places where
Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas will be
held from January 21 next year
to review the arrangements.

Modi visited Varanasi last
on November 12 when he
addressed a public meeting in
Wazidpur after inaugurating
several projects.

The Prime Minister will
also visit Rae Bareli to inspect
the Modern Rail Coach Factory
at Lalganj on December 16.

On the occasion, the Prime
Minister will flag off 900 newly-
built coaches and inaugurate
several projects.

Modi will also address a
public rally in Rae Bareli, the
parliamentary constituency of
United Progressive Alliance
chairperson Sonia Gandhi. 

UP Civil Aviation and
Registration Minister Nand
Gopal Gupta Nandi, who is the
minister in-charge of Rae
Bareli district, held a meeting
on Sunday to review the prepa-
rations for the Prime Minister’s
visit. Nandi also inspected 
the place where Modi will
address the public rally and
directed officials to make all
preparations.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Army jawan Jitendra
Malik alias Jeetu Fauji,
arrested for his alleged

involvement in the killing of a
police inspector during mob
violence in Bulandshahr last
Monday, was sent to jail on 14
days’ judicial custody on
Sunday. 

Meanwhile, the UP gov-
ernment removed an addition-
al superintendent of police in
Bulandshahr, the fourth police
officer to be shunted out in the
last two days.

Director General of Police
OP Singh said the situation in
the district was peaceful now.
“Peaceful atmosphere prevails in
Bulandshahr. Law and order is
good,” he told reporters in Shirdi.

Jeetu Fauji was handed
over to Uttar Pradesh Special
Task Force in Meerut on
Saturday night after his deten-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir by
22 Rashtriya Rifles in Sopore

town. He was taken to the dis-
trict hospital for medical exam-
ination and later produced
before the magistrate who sent
him to jail for 14 days.

Sources in the STF said
that the army man would be
taken on police remand for fur-
ther interrogation. 

The armyman was interro-
gated by the crime branch dur-
ing the day and also questioned
by the Special Investigation
Team constituted by the UP
government to probe the inci-
dent Sources disclosed that
Jeetu Fauji admitted that he was
present at the spot of the vio-
lence on the fateful day but
denied that he had opened fire
and killed Inspector Subodh
Kumar Singh.

Brother of the army man,
Dharmendra, has rubbished
the police claim that Jeetu was
involved in the killing. Jeetu
Fauji’s wife Priyanka has also
claimed that her husband was
with her in the market at the
time of the incident.

“Jitendra Malik accepted
that he was there when the
crowd started gathering at the
spot. Prima facie, it has been
found true. It has not yet been
ascertained if he is the one who
shot the Inspector or Sumit. He
said he went there with vil-
lagers, but denied pelting
stones at police. Forensic exam-
ination of his mobile phone will
be done,” the police said.

Inspector Subodh Kumar
Singh and 20-year-old Sumit
were killed, when a mob
attacked policemen after cattle
carcasses were found in the
fields on December 3. 

The police have arrested
nine accused in the
Bulandshahr case but the main
conspirator, Yogesh Raj, the dis-
trict convener of Bajrang Dal,
is on the run. In a video that
surfaced online on Wednesday,
Raj had claimed innocence.

Earlier in the day, the UP
government transferred Raees
Akhtar, who was posted as
ASP (Rural) in Bulandshahr,

six days after two people died
in mob violence in the district
following an alleged cow
slaughter incident.

In a statement issued here,
Principal Secretary (Home)
Arvind Kumar said Akhtar had
been transferred to PAC
Headquarters in Lucknow.
Manish Mishra, posted as ASP
at modern control room, in
Ghaziabad, has been posted as
the new ASP (Rural) of
Bulandshahr.

On Saturday, the govern-
ment had transferred
Bulandshahr’s SSP Krishna
Bahadur Singh and attached
him to the DGP office in
Lucknow. He was replaced by
Sitapur SP Prabhakar
Chaudhary. A day earlier,
Circle Officer of Syana police
area Satya Prakash Sharma
and Chingravati police outpost
in-charge Suresh Kumar were
also shifted.

The officers were shifted
on the basis of ADG
(Intelligence) SB Shirodkar’s
report, which reportedly men-
tioned that had the cops acted
promptly, the untoward inci-
dent could have been averted.

PNS n LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh unit of
Bharatiya Janata Party will

organise several programmes
on the 94th birth anniversary
of former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee on December
25.

The main function will be
held in Lucknow and it will be
attended by BJP president Amit
Shah. According to sources,
Shah along with Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath is expected to
launch several welfare schemes
in the name of the former
Prime Minister Atal Bihar
Vajpayee.

This will be the first birth
anniversary of the former
Prime Minister who died on
August 16 this year.

Sources in the BJP here
said on Sunday that  Shah was
likely to attend the function on
the birth anniversary of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. 

“The function could be
either held on the eve of
December 24 or on December
25,’ the source added.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Amid threats of terror acts
during the Kumbh Mela

commencing from January 15,
2019 in the Sangam city, the
Anti-Terrorists Squad (ATS) of
Uttar Pradesh Police has
deployed its sleuths in the
mela area a month before the
start of the mega event.

A team of National
Security Guards (NSG) will
also camp permanently in the
Kumbh Mela area to assist the
ATS in case of any need.

A mock drill was held in
the Mela area on Saturday after
which the Anti-Terrorists
Squad took over the reins of
security of the Kumbh Mela
area, spread over 3,200 hectares
on the banks of rivers Ganga
and Yamuna. 

The Mela area has been
divided into 20 sectors.

Inspector General (ATS)
Aseem Arun said in Lucknow
on Sunday that all arrange-
ments had been made for fool-
proof security of the Kumbh
Mela area.

He said all the 40 police
stations in the city and Mela
area had been connected with

Quick Response Teams (QRT)
while the Anti-Terrorists
Squad’s field units had been
made active.

“We will provide motorcy-
cles to the Anti-Terrorists
Squad teams and the two
Special Police Operation Teams
(SPOT) for faster movement in
the Mela area,” the IG (ATS)
said.

The security officials are
also arranging a chopper, either
from the Indian Air Force or
the Border Security Force, and
it will be stationed near the
Mela area for use in any emer-
gency.

The intelligence sleuths
suspect that terrorists can cre-
ate disturbances during the
Kumbh. These suspected ter-
rorists are either from the city
or have good knowledge of the
topography of the city and the
Mela area.

According to reports, the
Anti-Terrorists Squad and
other security teams will be sta-
tioned in the Kumbh Mela
area till March 5, 2019. The
Kumbh Mela starts from
January 15, 2019 on Makar
Sankranti with the first Shahi
Snan.

Armyman sent to jail for 14 days

BULANDSHAHR VIOLENCEOne more police
officer shifted

President Ram Nath Kovind in

Gorakhpur on two-day visit

Gorakhpur: President
Ram Nath Kovind arrived here
on Sunday on a two-day visit
during which he will grace the
Founder’s Week celebrations of
Maharana Pratap Shiksha
Parishad here.

He was welcomed at the
airport by Governor Ram Naik
and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

The President will also
offer puja at the sanctum of the
Gorakhnath temple during his
visit and meet representatives
of the Gita Press who will gift
him a copy of Bhagavad Gita
and a few other books pub-
lished at the press, an official
said.

Speaking to reporters, Yogi
Adityanth said: “Gorakhpur
and the entire eastern UP is
enthusiastic to welcome
President Kovind and his visit

will be very inspiring for the
people and for development of
the place”.

The President will partic-

ipate in Maharana Pratap
Shiksha Parishad (MPSP) pro-
grammr on Monday, the Chief
Minister said.                   PTI

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath welcoming President Ram Nath Kovind at airport in
Gorakhpur on Sunday

Many programmes 
planned for Atal’s 
birth anniversary 

Broadband to connect all villages by 2019: Sinha

Union Communications Minister Manoj Sinha being feliciatated during 'Ghazipur Samagam', in Lucknow, Sunday 

Modi to visit  Kumbh

Mela area, Rae Bareli

on December 16

Ending terrorism 
pre-condition for 
dialogue with
Pak: Rajnath

Mulayam to attend Naidu’s 

all-party meet in Delhi 

ATS takes over 
Kumbh Mela 
area security 

Assembly poll results crucial  

for proposed alliance in UP
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Gear up for some foggy
weather in the coming

days as light foggy conditions
will descend on the state capi-
tal after two days. MeT direc-
tor JP Gupta said that these
conditions would occur
because of a  western distur-
bance which would bring mois-
ture in the air.  Talking to The
Pioneer, he said that the west-
ern part of Uttar Pradesh
would witness overcast skies.
“The fog will occur in the
morning hours,” he added.

Meanwhile, Sunday proved
to be a sunny day with clear
skies. The city recorded a max-
imum temperature of 24.4
degrees Celsius which was 2
degrees below normal and a
minimum temperature of 8
degrees Celsius which was also
2 degrees below normal.

Environmentalists point

out that with foggy conditions
setting in the coming future the
pollution levels are likely to
increase. It may be pointed out
here that the air quality ambi-
ent conditions have been run-
ning in the very poor and
severe category during the past
one month. The PM 2.5 level
was 345 on December 8.

A senior scientist of the
city said that in the presence of
fog the pollutants add on to give
rise to smoggy conditions. “The
winds are normally low when
the fog occurs and hence the
pollution levels will
increase.The sources of air pol-
lution in urban areas include
tailpipe emissions from vehi-
cles, open air burning of munic-
ipal wastes, exhaust fumes from
generator sets, roadside soil
resuspension,  operations  of
industrial  units  etc,” he said.
He added that vehicular  fuel
consumption  could  be seen as

the preliminary cause of wors-
ening air quality and with both
fuel utilisation technologies
and consumption patterns
drifting from their norm, the
composition of pollutants was
also changing. “The primary
pollutants released include par-
ticulate matter, nitrogen  oxides,
oxides  of  sulphur  and trace
elements  in  conjunction  with
particulate matter,  organic
residues  like  PAHs  etc.  The
changing  scenario  demands  a
changed outlook  towards  air
quality  monitoring  pro-

grammes  and  continuous
monitoring  of pollutants as well
as their effects on the people’s
health,” he added. He admitted
that the levels of air pollutants,
including  metals,  had  adverse
effects  on  human  and  envi-
ronmental  health.  Air pollu-
tion created a series of signifi-
cant health problems, including
premature death, aggravated
asthma, acute respiratory symp-
toms and  decreased lung func-
tion in the form of shortness of
breath and chronic bronchitis
etc.

Lucknow (PNS):
Commuters had to face traffic
snarls in the evening hours on
Sunday at Shaheed Path and
Tedhipulia because of Shivpal
Yadav’s rally at Rama Bai
Ambedkar Sthal and a confer-
ence in Gudamba. Commuters
got stuck for over hours in the
traffic jam in these areas.

Arpita Singh, who was
returning from her coaching
institute in Mahanagar, said she
had to wait for three hours
before the Tedhipulia crossing
cleared. “There was no space to
move and we did not take any
alternative route as we did not
expect such a massive jam on
Sunday,” she said.

A government official said
that he was caught in the snarls
at Shaheed Path. CO, Traffic,
Chakresh Mishra said the
snarls occurred at Shaheed
Path at the time when Shivpal
Yadav’s rally ended. He attrib-
uted the snarls at Tedhipulia
and Polytechnic to a conference
in Gudamba and also to the
evening rush of shoppers.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

In a brazen display of muscle
power, a group of miscreants

forcibly got the SUV of a busi-
nessman stopped and opened
a fusillade of fire on him near
Joggers Park in Kakori in full
public view on Sunday after-
noon. By the stroke of provi-
dence, the businessman and his
driver did not suffer injuries.
Police registered a case in this
connection on the complaint of
the businessman and termed
the incident to be a fall-out of
a long standing rivalry between
the victim and his rivals. The
police were interrogating the
businessman.

Mohammed Imran of
Balaganj in Thakurganj area
deals in supply/maintenance of
lifts/elevators. He, along with

his driver Dheeraj Singh of
Sitapur, was going to see a plot
on IIM Road (in Kakori) in his
SUV. Around 3.45 pm, when he
reached Eldeco City, six youths
riding three different bikes
overtook the SUV and later
came before it forcing Imran’s
driver to apply brakes. “As the
SUV stopped, the miscreants
opened fire at the SUV aiming
me. The bullets hit the doors of
the SUV after the firing start-
ed. I was at my wit’s end and
crouched inside the space
between the front and back
seat. I found my driver lying
between the driving seat and
dash board of the car,” Imran
said.

The police spokesman said
a case would be registered on
the complaint. “We are inter-
rogation Imran to know the

exact sequence of the incident
and about the suspects with
whom he had a rivalry. The
claims made by Imran were yet
to be verified,” he said. The
spokesman said the police were
yet to get any eyewitness to the
incident.       

The spokesman added that
a case for murderous assault
and rioting while armed with
weapons, display of firearms to
intimidate the victim was reg-
istered against six persons.
“The victim had named the
accused as Lalji, Bhaiyya Lal,
Ankit, Chandan, Santosh and
Ajay. He could not give more
details about the accused. The
victim had an enmity with the
accused over a money-related
issue. The accused deals in
property-related business,” he
said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

In the latest incident, thieves
made off with Rs 3 lakh in cash

and jewellery worth Rs 3 lakh in
Gaurav Vihar colony under
Chinhat police station on the
intervening night of Saturday
and Sunday. The spate in theft
cases had exposed police tall talk
on curbing the menace and
ensuring night vigil in the state
capital. 

Rajpati Yadav is living in the
locality for the last two years. Her
husband, who was a manager in
Cooperative Bank in Varanasi,
passed away in 2009.  The inci-
dent occurred when Rajpati had
gone to attend a birthday party
at her brother’s house in
Nishatganj and stayed there as
the party continued till late at
night. “The party ended late at
night and I decided to stay at my
brother’s house. At around 8:30
am, I returned to my house and
I was shocked to see the gate
locks broken,” she stated in a
complaint. She said the cash and
jewellery worth several lakh

were stolen in the theft. Chinhat
SHO Anand Shahi said a case
was registered in that connec-
tion. Earlier, on Friday night,
thieves made off with Rs 25,000
and jewellery from a house in
Para police station area. Vipin
Kumar Jauhari of Surya Nagar,
along with his family, had gone
to Bareilly for some private work
on December 5 and the house
was locked from inside. 

The Gomti Nagar police
are yet to crack the theft at the
flat allotted to Principal Secretary,
Political Pension, Rajan Shukla
in the highly-secured CSI Tower
about two month back. The
Hazratganj police are yet to
crack the theft cases at the
chamber of senior advocate and
general secretary of Lucknow Bar
Council Suresh Pandey (at
Jahangirabad Mansion) and at a
flat allotted to state SP president
Naresh Uttam (at multi-storeyed
Mantri Awas in Dalibagh).
Sources said theft incidents wit-
nessed a spurt during the win-
ter season. “Every winter, the
graph of theft incidents go up.

The police have not chalked out
any foolproof plan to counter the
menace. By intensifying
patrolling during night, the
police can put a curb on theft
crime. Stern orders were given by
top cops on this line but the same
are not being implemented in let-
ter and spirit at the police station
level,” the sources opined.

Meanwhile, a theft took
place at the house of a farmer in
Maal police station area on
Saturday night. The thieves made
off with cash and ornaments
worth several lakh. Farmer Ram
Prakash said his father Molhe
and mother Ram Dei were rest-
ing in the verandah of the house
while he, along with his family
members, in another house in
the locality. “The thieves entered
the house after my parents fell
asleep in the dead of the night.
They rummaged through each
rooms and made off with the
cash and ornaments which he
had collected for the marriage of
their grand daughter,” he told
police. The police had registered
a case in this connection.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Lucknow zoo tigress Ipshita
is now stable and is having

some chicken soup in her
meals. Ipshita had been keep-
ing unwell since December 5
when she was admitted to the
zoo hospital and brought
under the care of the vet and
keepers. Ipshita was brought
to the zoo in 2007 along with
her mate Shishir from Nandan
Kanan Zoo. She is 17-year-old
now. Shishir passed away in
July earlier this year. Zoo
director RK Singh said the
tigress had been kept in a
treatment cage where the
keepers could keep an eye on
her. “She has been sleeping
well since December 5 and has
also been having some meat,”
he said.

Currently, there are seven

normal and three  white tigers
in the zoo, including Kishan
(12 years), Mailani (6 years),
Chhedilal (12 years), Julia (3

years), Mustafa (4 years),
Renu (4 years), Vishakha (7
years), Jai (2.5 years), and
Vijay (2.5 years).

Brace for foggy mornings

‘Western disturbance will 
bring moisture in air’

Bizman faces murderous

assault, escapes unhurt

Woman beaten

up by son over

land dispute

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

In an incident exposing utter
disregard for family values in

the society, a youth attacked his
mother over a land-related
issue in Mohanlalganj on
Sunday allegedly after she took
side of his brother. 

Raghurai (70) is battling for
her life at Trauma Centre and
the police are hunting for her
son Anil, who had attack her.
As per reports, youngest son of
victim Raghurai and her hus-
band Siyaram of Ganeshi
Kheda locality died some time
back. After his death, the elder-
ly couple decided to divide the
land in the name of their
youngest son between their
sons Ramesh and Anil. 

Anil, however, developed
greed and he tried to grab the
whole land which made
Raghurai to step in as she
wanted to save the interest of
her son Ramesh. On Sunday,
Anil started the construction
work defying the pleas of
Raghurai. He accused Raghurai
of taking Ramesh’s side as
Ramesh had influenced her by
his theatrics. As the verbal
spat intensified, Anil attacked
the victim with a spade and fled
the scene. The profusely-bleed-
ing victim, who suffered seri-
ous injuries on her head, was
rushed to the Community
Health Centre where the doc-
tors referred her to Trauma
Centre. She is undergoing treat-
ment and her son is being
hunted by the police for the
crime. An FIR is yet to be reg-
istered. Police said they were
waiting for a complaint by the
family.   

Meanwhile, an 18-year-old
girl suffered burns when she
was cooking food on a hearth
at her house in Bakshi-Ka-
Talab police station area on
Sunday morning. Report said
the girl, identified as Chandni,
was cooking food and she
poured kerosene on the fire-
wood to stoke fire in the hearth.
“She, however, inadvertently
dropped kerosene more than
required and flames leapt high
engulfing her. She suffered
burns on her face and other
parts of the body. Her parents
had got her admitted to a hos-
pital,” the police spokesman
said. 

Theft cases witness spurt

Traffic snarls make 
commuters sweat

Zoo tigress Ipshita now stable
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

The Counselling and Placement Cell
of  Lucknow University has com-

pleted  150 national-level guest lectures
training  800 students since its incep-
tion. Director Madhurima Lall said that
the Counselling and Placement Cell of
the University of Lucknow would be
organising an orientation  training
programme of psychiatric social work-
ers and counsellors from December 12
to 14 in collaboration with the National
Health Mission.

“With this, CPC will be completing
a figure of 150 national-level guest lec-
tures with more than 800 students being
given skill development or capacity
building enhancement training in a
short span since its inception. It has so
far covered various streams of Science,
Applied Economics, Business
Administration, Commerce, Hindi,
Political Science, Public Administration

etc,” she said.  She said that the focus of
this training programme was on can-
didates from Psychology, Social Work,
Sociology, Anthropology and allied
sciences. “It aims to train for a poten-
tial career in counsellors and psychiatric
social streams. The orientation will be
held for three days and will be full of
rigorous training modules. Psychiatric
assessment and diagnosis by Dr Adarsh
Tripathi, a psychiatrist of  KGMU,
Lucknow Psycho-social Assessment by
Prof M Pradhan, Head, Department of
Psychology,  University of Lucknow, and
areas  of Psycho-social  Intervention and
Psycho-social Rehabilitation, brain and
behaviour  etc will be covered in the
programme to enhance the psycho-
socio capacity of the candidates in order
to build a strong base for their  job ori-
entations.”

Lall said that their aim was to give
a start-up platform to our students first
in various streams before presenting

them as job seekers. “It is important to
strengthen their capacity and make
them  stronger individuals before they
will be facing their career challenges and
therefore a number of workshops/ori-
entations are being organised by the
CPC for our students. Soon we will be
coming up with our placement drives,”

she added. Chief organiser of the work-
shop Vaishali Gupta, said that the
National Health Mission had a coun-
trywide health programme of the gov-
ernment. “Its recent focus is on the
mental well being and positive health
of the citizens. Counsellors after getting
training will be more productive to the
nation and for this particular reason I
feel that the candidates should be
trained in the best possible manner so
that their future career becomes  more
progressive,” she said.

Dr AB Singh, DGM (NCD) of
NHM, and Dr S  Pandey, State Nodal
Officer of NHM, Prof Somesh Shukla,
Dean, Faculty of Commerce, Lucknow
University, Dr Ram Milan, Head,
Commerce Department,  Sanjay
Medhavi, former Head, Business
Administration, and Dr Anoop Kumar
Singh, Applied Economics, and a mem-
ber of the CPC, will be present on  the
occasion.

LU CPC has trained 800 students since inception

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

The Lucknow Development
Authority administration

has identified five housing
societies which have come up
on 70 acres of land meant for
a residential colony in Rajni
Khand under Shardanagar
housing scheme on Rae Bareli
Road. Besides, engineers and
staffers who helped in grab-
bing of the land, which was
acquired four years ago, have
also been identified. The esti-
mated cost of the land is stat-
ed to Rs 50 crore.

The tehsildar confirmed
that the revenue department
had not transferred or sold
any portion of the land situ-
ated there. The LDA admin-
istration has kept the identi-
ties of the housing societies
and engineers & staffers under
wraps to ensure an impartial
probe into the issue. 

The LDA administration
is said to have maintained
transparency in acquiring the
land and paying compensa-
tion to the farmers. Nazul offi-
cer Sanjay Pandey said the

land was acquired to develop
and design a residential
colony there. The land was
grabbed at the behest of the
influential lobby as prices
were expected to rise manifold
in days to come.

The unscrupulous deal
was exposed after office-bear-
ers of the housing societies
clashed with each other over
sharing the land. The break-
away group lodged a com-
plaint with Principal Secretary
(Housing) Nitin Gokarn last
month. Interestingly, its leader
is a senior clerk who retired 
from LDA two-and-a-half-

years ago. The Principal
Secretary directed LDA Vice-
Chairman PN Singh to con-
duct a probe and take action
against those involved in land-
grabbing. The nazul officer
has been assigned the probe.
He said he would take the help
of revenue department offi-
cials and the grabbers would
be asked to produce docu-
ments. A joint team of officers
would scrutinise the docu-
ments and also match them
with those with the LDA
administration and revenue
department, he added. Officer
on special  duty Rakesh
Kumar, along with engineer IS
Singh, visited the site and to
his surprise, he found out
that the civil work to develop
the area had been started. In
a report submitted to the
LDA Vice-Chairman on
Tuesday afternoon, he said
that the land had 
been grabbed in a planned
manner. He pointed out that
engineers and senior officials
were aware of land-grabbing
but no one came forward to
stop it.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

The University Industry
Interphase Cell of Abdul

Kalam Technical University
(AKTU ) launched its two-day
placement drive on Sunday.
Wipro will also be a part of the
drive for which 250 students
will have to face interviews.

On the first day, 105 stu-
dents faced interviews. AKTU
media incharge Ashish Mishra
said the placement drive was
for BTech students from
Computer Science,

Information Technology,
Electrical  Engineering,
Electronics Engineering and
Enstrumental Engineering
streams. The company will be
selecting students for soft-
ware and hardware develop-
ment, information and com-
munication technology and
human resources.

The HR panel of the com-
pany said that in the place-
ment drive, the starting pack-
age  would be around Rs 3.5
lakh per annum and in case of
an outstanding performance,

they would hike the package.
AKTU Vice-Chancellor Vinay
Kumar Pathak said they were
committed to ensuring place-
ment of students in reputed
companies.

Meanwhile, AKTU signed
an important agreement with
BSNL on its Noida campus for
a special internship pro-
gramme for students at Label
Telecommunication Centre
for joint certificate courses in
Optical Fibre Network and
Mobile IP Networking 
courses.

AKTU begins placement drive

LDA ADMINISTRATION

HAS KEPT THE

IDENTITIES OF THE

HOUSING SOCIETIES

AND ENGINEERS &

STAFFERS UNDER

WRAPS TO ENSURE

AN IMPARTIAL PROBE

INTO THE ISSUE

Land for housing scheme grabbed
in collusion with LDA staffers 

Students of Seva Sankalp Nishulk Shiksha Kendra on a visit to Lucknow zoo on
Sunday  Pioneer

Youth Congress workers celebrating Sonia Gandhi’s birthday in Lucknow on Sunday  Pioneer
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FARMERS’ MARKET
A farmers’ market was set up in the

city to help female farmers sell their pro-
duce. Key organiser Jyotsana Habibullah
said these markets helped in regular sup-
ply of organic, farm-fresh natural produce,
including  vegetables, honey, flour, cere-
als, spices, mustard oil, jaggery and grains,
directly from the farmers and producers.
“This time, there was participation of peo-
ple from other states and women from
Kumaon also sold their produce in the
market,” she said. “People from all walks
of life have come together to revive and
present local specialities, products which
are seasonal and locally produced &
grown, reducing our carbon footprint and
with no processing or harmful additives.
The market is a delight and offers some-
thing to interest every visitor,” she said.
There was also a healthy cooking compe-
tition for children and adults. The market
has been successful in establishing a
unique identity for itself in Lucknow
since 2013. “After receiving an over-
whelming response from the visitors, the
market is held every alternate month. We
hope to guide people towards an organic
lifestyle to support indigenous producers
and rural economy,” she added.

FLOWER SHOW
The two-day annual

‘Chrysanthemum and Coleus Show’,
organised by the National Botanical
Research Institute, concluded on Sunday.
The sight of different varieties of flowers
delighted the visitors who had a great time
clicking pictures and selfies. Medical
and Technical Education Minister
Ashutosh Tandon was the chief guest who
felicitated the winners. He said it was a
prestigious event which infused the beau-
ty of f lowers and freshness in
Lucknowites. He congratulated all the
winner and NBRI for organising this
show. Earlier, NBRI director SK Barik said
they had been organising the flower show
for the past six decades.

NBRI COURSE
National Botanical Research Institute

(NBRI) is organising a one-month cer-
tificate course in ‘Green Belt Development
for Industries’ under the Green Skill
Development Programme (GSDP) of
Union Ministry of Environment and
Forestry & Climate Change from Monday
December 10. Senior scientist Pankaj
Kumar said the programme would be
inaugurated in the presence of PCCF and
chief  wildlife warden Pawan Kumar. “The
Green Skill Development Programme is
an initiative of the MoEF&CC and
National Skill Development Agency
(NSDA) for skill development in envi-
ronment and forestry sectors to enable
educated youths of India for getting gain-
ful employment and/or self employment.
MoEF&CC and NSDA have approved this
national stand-alone course to NBRI as

per National Skill  Qualif ication
Framework (NSQF),” he said.

CMS STUDENT EXCELS
Rishabh Agarwal, a class IV student of

City Montessori School’s Mahanagar cam-
pus excelled in a state-
level Mathematics com-
petition, organised under
the aegis of educational
institute Brainobrain.
Rishabh secured second
position in Lucknow and
5th in Uttar Pradesh.
The organisers were all praises for his skills
and honoured him with a trophy, certifi-
cated and a cash prize of Rs 2,000. The
competition was aimed at channelising stu-
dents’ focus on their mental capability to
find quick solutions to the problems and
learn to develop mental power.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Technology developed by
the Central Institute of
Subtropical Horticulture
(CISH) is now reaching the
tribals. Director Shailendra
Rajan said the institute had ini-
tiated a programme by devel-
oping a community-based
organisation, ‘Jagriti,’ for the
Santhal Tribes in Habibpur
block of Malda and Chhatna
block of Bankura by network-
ing and awakening the vil-
lagers for adoption of new
technologies aimed at  doubling
farmers’ income.   

“For this purpose a net-
work of women members of
Santhal tribes were trained for
empowering tribal women in
different sectors of agriculture
and allied areas for leading and
mobilising society to have an
improved socio-economic sta-
tus.  This community-based
networking  is operational in 40
villages and helping about 600
households,” he said.  

Seven female members
with one nodal person (a male
member) works for achieving
the avowed objectives.  The
main objective will be fulfilled
by social awakening of the
tribals and use of newer tech-
nologies developed by the
ICAR institutes.

“The tribals started culti-
vating vegetables for their own
use and surplus products were
sold in the market by which

they could save money. This
activity helped in ensuring
nutritional security of the trib-
al folk.  Many of the tribals
came forward for commercial
vegetable cultivation for liveli-
hood and some out of them
were trained for vegetable seed
production.  Seed production
in the village made seeds avail-
able to the farmers and they
could see the performance of
newly-developed varieties in
the field.  This motivated them
for cultivating high-yielding
vegetable varieties,” said the
director. He said that not only
vegetables some farmers
increased their income by pulse
and mustard seed production
for which breeders’ seed was
provided by CISH.  

“Ghoongroo pig, Garole
sheep and backyard fish culti-
vation were also promoted by
CISH for nutritional security as
well as improving the income

of the tribals.  Many other crops
like gram and safflower, which
were not grown by the tribals,
attracted them due to the
demand for their produce.
Newly-developed varieties
from specific ICAR institutes of
oilseeds  and pulses were
obtained and provided to the
farmers.  After seeing the suc-
cessful networking of Jagriti
women many social workers
have started offering their ser-
vices for the welfare of the trib-
als.  Veterinary doctors, retired
bank managers and human
doctors  are providing their
services to these villages,” he
said. A two-day-long pro-
gramme was organised at the
CISH Regional Research
Station, Malda, for strength-
ening the Jagriti members by
training them in value addition,
cultivation of fruits, vegetables
and other aspects for improv-
ing their standard of living. RK

Pal, a former director of NRC
Pomegranate, Solapur
(Maharashtra), T Damodaran,
principal scientist
(Horticulture),  CSSRI
Regional Research Station,
Lucknow, and many persons
from agriculture, veterinary,
fisheries and banks attended
the programme. Dipak Nayak
and Ashok Yadav at CISH
RRS, Malda, coordinated the
training programme.

“It was very interesting to
note that tribals were not inter-
ested in using chemicals for the
production of their crops. They
are aware about the adverse
effects of pesticides while grow-
ing vegetables, fruits, pulses
and other crops and they  with-
out use of chemicals could be
promoted as organic produce
for fetching a better price.
Interventions of CISH by pro-
viding paddy varieties which
can mature in a very short peri-
od have helped the farmers as
normal paddy varieties may
require more number of irri-
gations which are not available
with the tribals.  The irrigation
required at the fag end of the
crop if not provided may result
in its failure.  However, the
paddy and pulse varieties
which have been developed by
the ICAR research system
recently were successfully
grown by the tribals and they
produced seeds for furthering
the sustainable growing pro-
gramme there,” he added.

Technology developed by CISH 
helping tribals, says director

CITYBRIEFS

CTET candidates waiting for entry into the exam centre in Charbagh on Sunday Pioneer

PLANTATION AREA...
As per data, despite the Met

Department claims of normal mon-
soon, 250 out of 681 districts
remained deficient to large deficient
of rainfall this year. “Besides, the Met
department has recorded 22 per cent
deficiency in north east monsoon till
date in southern parts of the coun-
try where rice and wheat crops are
depended on this monsoon.
Frequent cyclonic disturbances also
impacted the rabi and kharif sowing
this year,” said a source.

Officials feel that the production
of wheat could fall in 2019 from
record output this year as lower
moisture levels and higher temper-
atures in key growing regions espe-
cially in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Gujarat, Rajasthan and Maharashtra.
The data shows nearly194 lakh
hectare are under wheat cultivation
is reported till December 8 as com-
pared to 190. 90 lakh hectare, a 1.88
per cent more than last year. Barring
wheat, all other crop categories
have reported lower acreage as com-
pared to the same period last year.
Oilseeds, which reported better
acreage till last week, have for the
first time slipped to below that in the
previous rabi season. As against
67.34 lakh hectare covered in the
corresponding period in 2017-18,
the area under oilseeds till this
week was 65.45 lakh hectare. The
shrinkage in pulses area continued
to be more than 10 per cent so far
this year.  The area under pulses till
this week was 113.69 lakh hectare  as
compared to 126.78 lakh hectare
same period in 2017-18. Gram, the
main rabi pulses crop, reported 13
per cent shortfall with the area
dropping to 77.27 lakh hectare  as
compared to 88.94 lakh hectare
same week last year. Coarse cereals,
on the other hand, reported a 26 per
cent drop in area with acreage
slumping to 33 lakh hectare  this
week as compared to 44.62 lakh
hectare in the same period in 2017-
18. In 11 States and Union
Territories (UTs), including
Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Gujarat and Tamil
Nadu, 50 per cent or more districts
experienced deficient to “large defi-
cient” rainfall. Karnataka declared 23
out of its total 30 districts drought-
hit due to deficient rainfall, and
Andhra Pradesh announced that 274
blocks in six districts were ‘severe
drought hit’.

REDEEM MANDIR...
A bench headed by Chief Justice

of India (CJI) Ranjan Gogoi is expect-
ed to announce a date on January19,
2019 for the beginning of the hearing.
The land dispute has remained unre-
solved for more than 25 years. Pressing
for their demand for the construction
of Ram Temple, right-wing groups are
demanding that the Union
Government sidestep the courts and
go ahead with the temple building.

“It is a massive gathering which
will change the hearts of all those
who are not in favour of bringing the
Bill for construction of a grand Ram
Temple in Ayodhya,” VHP’s
spokesperson Vinod Bansal said.
The right-wing group had
approached President Ram Nath
Kovind and State Governors during
previous phases of its temple cam-
paign. In the forthcoming stage, it
will hold religious rituals and prayers
at temples and muths. The campaign
will culminate at Prayag with a

‘Dharam Sansad’ of priests and
saints. The final religious congre-
gation will be held on January 31 and
February 1. VHP president Vishnu
Sadashiv Kokje and its internation-
al working president Alok Kumar
are also expected to address the rally.
The traffic police has issued an advi-
sory detailing diversions in view of
the rally. It said no traffic will be
allowed on Ranjeet Singh Flyover
(from Guru Nanak Chowk to
Barakhambha Road), JLN Marg
(from Rajghat to Delhi Gate),
Chaman Lal Marg near VIP gate.
Elaborate security arrangements
have been made at Ramlila Maidan
and snipers have been deployed on
high-rises. The VHP had carried out
a door-to-door campaign to make
the rally a success.

OPP PARTIES' MEET...
Not only the heads of non-BJP

parties, but also the Chief Ministers
of Opposition parties from Kerala,
Punjab and Puducherry have been
invited. “The main agenda of the
meeting is to chart the future course
of action for forming a non-BJP
front,” said a party leader of an
Opposition group. “Price rise, the ill-
effects of demonetisation and the
GST, unemployment and threats to
the Constitution will also be on the
agenda of the meeting,” NCP leader
D P Tripathi said. Earlier, the meet-
ing was planned for November 22,
but had to be deferred because of the
Assembly polls in five states. 

VIJAY MALLYA’S...
Reddy, a UK-based legal expert and
Managing Partner of Zaiwalla & Co.
The judge’s decision on whether to
send Mallya’s case to UK Home
Secretary Sajid Javid can be appealed
with the UK High Court’s permis-
sion, with the person to be extradit-
ed entitled to make an application for
permission to appeal to the High
Court within 14 days of the date of
the Chief Magistrate’s ruling. On the
other hand, the Indian government
would also have 14 days to file leave
to appeal to the High Court, seeking
permission to appeal against a deci-
sion not to extradite. “In case the con-
cerned individual does not file an
appeal, and Secretary of State agrees
with the magistrate’s decision, then
the individual must be extradited
from the UK within 28 days of the
Home Secretary’s extradition order.
“This will also apply if an appeal
lodged by either party in the High
Court is unsuccessful, but the 28 days
will commence from the date when
the appeal hearing was concluded,”
said Reddy. If the judgment goes
ahead as scheduled on Monday, it
would mark a significant point in this
high-profile extradition trial that
has lasted over a year.

CBI JOINT DIRECTOR...
Manohar is part of the SIT ear-

lier headed by Asthana. Mallya faces
a case of loan default to the tune of
Rs 9,000 crore besides allegations of
money laundering and diversion of
loan funds for purposes other than
they were meant for. He is in self-
imposed exile in London. He left for
the United Kingdom in March 2016
taking advantage of the dilution in
the CBI lookout notice against him.
Indian agencies are seeking to extra-
dite him. The case will be heard by
Westminster Magistrates’ Court in
London on Monday. Mallya has
contested his extradition on the

grounds that the case against him is
“politically motivated” and the loans
he has been accused of defrauding on
were sought to keep his now-defunct
airline afloat. “I did not borrow a sin-
gle rupee. The borrower was
Kingfisher Airlines. Money was lost
due to a genuine and sad business
failure. Being held as guarantor is not
fraud,” he said in his recent Twitter
post on the issue. “I have offered to
repay 100 per cent of the principal
amount to them. Please take it,” he
had tweeted earlier. The judge’s
decision on whether to send Mallya’s
case to UK Home Secretary Sajid
Javid can be appealed with the UK
High Court’s permission, with the
person to be extradited entitled to
make an application for permission
to appeal to the High Court within
14 days of the date of the Chief
Magistrate’s ruling.

SHIVPAL YADAV...
Muslims and their issues and the

Muslims are living in constant fear
and tension over the safety and
security of their lives and property,”
said Shivpal Yadav while  addressing
a hugely-attended ‘Jan Akrosh
Maharally’ on Sunday. His brother
Mulayam Singh Yadav, against all
expectations, also attended the rally.
Shivpal had a bad break-up with the
Samajwadi Party after he was side-
lined in the party by his nephew
Akhilesh and later he floated PSPL.
Aparna Yadav, the younger daugh-
ter-in-law of Mulayam Singh Yadav
also attended the rally. Elaborating
the reasons for floating the new polit-
ical party, he said: “I was left with no
option to chart a different course as
I was being continuously humiliat-
ed in the Samajwadi Party which had
been taken over by sycophants.” He
added: “I have floated the new polit-
ical party only after seeking the bless-
ings of  ‘Netaji’ (Mulayam Singh
Yadav). I have worked with Netaji for
the last 40 years and I never aspired
for any position and  office and I
always followed the directives of
Netaji. I only aspired for respect in
the Samajwadi Party which was
denied to me,” said Shivpal Yadav.

Seeking to resurrect the forgot-
ten idea of social justice, PSPL
leader said: “SCs, OBCs and Muslims
should come on one platform to dis-
lodge the BJP government at the
Centre and Uttar Pradesh and this
party has sowed the seeds of dis-
sension in the society leading to
social tension and communal trou-
ble.” The PSPL leader said: “My party
stands for peace, tranquillity and
development while the sole agenda
of  the BJP is to draw the caste and
communal faultlines for its narrow
political ends.” Mulayam Singh
Yadav was visibly perturbed as he
was frequently interrupted by the
PSPL cadres for naming the party as
Samajwadi Party. Later, Mulayam
Singh corrected himself and extend-
ed good wishes for the PSPL. “If you
do not want to hear me, you can
leave this venue. Shivpal Yadav is my
brother and I will bless him,” said
Mulayam Singh Yadav.

Shivpal Yadav by mobilising
over two lakh people in the maiden
rally of the party demonstrated his
political mettle and his grip on the
organisation of his erstwhile party –
the Samajwadi Party. The rally also
demonstrated that the PSPL had
achieved a big success in denting the
organisational base of the Samajwadi
Party.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

KUMAR CHELAPPAN n CHENNAI

Count down has begun for the
removal of S Thirunavakarassar

from the post of the president of the
Tamil Nadu Congress Committee fol-
lowing his Saturday spat with former
union minister EVKS Elangovan.
Speaking to reporters at New Delhi,
Thirunavakarassar had said that he
does not mind if the Congress High
Command removes him from the post
of TNCC chief. “But I’ll never allow
Elangovan to be appointed as the new
chief,” he said said.

Thirunavakarassar’s reaction came
immediately after his meeting with for-
mer Congress president Sonia Gandhi
in New Delhi where he had gone to
greet her on her birthday. Elangovan,
who too was in New Delhi, told The
Pioneer that he does not give any
importance to what Thirunavakarassar
said because all decisions in the
Congress  party are taken by the party
president. “Whether Thirunavakarassar
has to be removed from the post or a
new person has to be appointed in his
place are matters to be decided by the
all India president of the party. So I do
not want to comment on his outburst,”
said Elangovan.

Elangovan, a former union min-
ister, also said that the party cadre in
the State were upset over the style of
functioning of Thirunavakarassar.
“Sathyamurthy Bhavan in Chennai
(head quarters of the TNCC) should

not have been used by him to organ-
ise meetings in memory of MG
Ramachandran, Jayalalithaa and Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. If he wanted to pay
respects to them, he should have done
it outside the TNCC office. He knows
well that the Congress has excellent
rapport with the DMK and  hence
should not have done so. I questioned
this and he got angry,” said Elangovan.

MK Stalin, president, DMK called
on Congress leader Sonia Gandhi at
her New Delhi office on Sunday to
greet her on her birthday. He formal-
ly invited Sonia Gandhi for the
December 16 function to be held at
Chennai to unveil the statue of former
party chief Karunanidhi. The DMK
president was accompanied by his step
sister Kanimozhi and her friend A Raja
besides TR Balu. There are reports that
Thirunavakarassar would soon be
removed from the post of TNCC chief
in the backdrop of Stalin’s meeting
with Sonia Gandhi. It is an open secret
that Stalin does not get along with
Thirunavakarassar. “The Congress
High Command may prefer someone
who has good relations with the DMK
president to head the State unit at this
time because of the upcoming Lok
Sabha election,” said KA Johny, writer
and commentator. He also pointed out
that the DMK seems to be in a com-
manding position because of the
strong anti-incumbency factor against
the ruling AIADMK and the internal
strife in that party.

PTI n SRINAGAR

Security forces killed three
militants Sunday on the

outskirts of Srinagar — the
summer capital of Jammu and
Kashmir — during an
encounter, the Army said.

“Three terrorists have been
killed in the Mujgund opera-
tion,” an Army official said.

He said weapons have
been recovered from the site of
encounter. Security forces had
launched a cordon and search
operation near Srinagar-
Bandipora road in Mujgund
area on the outskirts of the city
here Saturday evening.

The search operation
turned into an encounter after
the militants fired on the search
party. While the encounter
had stopped during night, the
security forces continued to
maintain a tight cordon in the
area to stop militants from
escaping. The encounter
resumed Sunday morning and
in the gunfight, three militants
were killed, the official said.
Their identity and group affili-
ation is yet to be ascertained.
Authorities have suspended
mobile internet services in the
city. 

PTI n DEHRADUN

Vice Chief of Army Staff Lt
Gen Devraj Anbu has said

the security forces would not
hesitate to launch another sur-
gical strike against terrorists if
the need to do so arises.

“The surgical strike on
militant launchpads across the
border was a show of strength
by our armed forces and we
won’t hesitate to do it again if
the enemy challenges us,” Lt
Gen Anbu said in reply to a
question by reporters on the
sidelines of the Indian Military
Academy’s Passing Out Parade
(POP) in Dehradun on
Saturday. India conducted the
surgical strike on September
29, 2016 across the Line of
Control as a response to a ter-
rorist attack on an Indian Army
base in Uri sector of Jammu
and Kashmir earlier that
month. Nineteen Indian sol-
diers died in the attack by
Pakistan-backed terrorists.

On Friday, Lt Gen (retd) D
S Hooda, who was the
Northern Army commander
when the surgical strikes were
carried out, said the constant
hype around the precision

operation was unwarranted.
He, however, said it was natural
to have initial euphoria over the
success of the military action.

Responding to a question
from the audience during a
panel discussion in
Chandigarh, Lt Gen Hooda
said in hindsight, it would
have been better had “we done
it (surgical strikes) secretly”.

On the plans to give
women combat roles in the
armed forces, Lt Gen Anbu said
different aspects of the propo-
sition are being examined as
conditions along the borders
with Pakistan and China are
different from the rest of the
country. In July this year, Army
chief Gen Bipin Rawat said the
process to allow women in
combat role, currently an exclu-
sive domain of men, is moving
fast and initially women will be
recruited for positions in mil-
itary police.

In November, he said the
Indian Army is not yet ready to
have women in combat roles.
He said there are several other
fields where the Army was
thinking of inducting women
and there were plans to have
women as interpreters.

3 militants

killed 

outside

Srinagar

Cong to remove party’s TN

unit chief to placate DMK

Won’t hesitate from

another surgical 

strike: Lt Gen Anbu

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police has busted a syn-
dicate which was allegedly

involved in cheating around 350
Government officials on the pretext
of organising Leave Travel
Concession (LTC) tours in 2013.
The two accused persons, who are
now in police net, had offered tour
packages to their victims; however
after paying for the packages, the
complainants found that they were
cheated, police said.

The probe has revealed that
about 60 complaints from officials of
different Government organisations,
like the Ministry of Health, Delhi
Health Department, Postal
Department, AIIMS, court employ-
ees and the Delhi Police, had regis-
tered complaints at the Connaught
Place police station against the
alleged company INI Tour & Travel
Private Limited for duping them.
“Investigation was taken up but the
accused persons proved to be elu-
sive,” said a police officer. “Two per-
sons identified as Ashwani Singh (32)
and Harpat Singh, the directors of the
alleged company has been arrested in
the case. “According to police, the
accused were on the run since 2013
and their whereabouts could not be
traced. A police team led by the
Station House Officer (SHO) of
Connaught Place Inspector Vinod
Narang traced the accused persons. 

“On Wednesday last, Ashwani
Singh was arrested from Mohan

Garden in Uttam Nagar and during
his police remand another accused
Harpat Singh was traced from
Gurugram, police said. “According to
one of the complainants, Surender
Kumar, in 2013, a woman who iden-
tified herself as Monika Tyagi con-
tacted him from her mobile regard-
ing a tour programme for Jammu &
Kashmir for Government servants. 

“She introduced herself as the
marketing executive in INI Tour &
Travel Private Limited,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police (New
Delhi) Madhur Verma said. On her
assurance the complainant Surender
paid ̀ 91,000 in cash to Monika. On
June 15, 2013, when the com-
plainant visited the office of INI Tour
and Travel in Connaught Place nei-
ther the company nor the woman
was there,” said the DCP. “Police
revealed that a team from Connaught
Place police station was constituted
and during the course of investiga-
tion, police found that the alleged
company had cheated several
Government employees and
absconded. 

“Around 60 victims were con-
tacted to develop clues regarding the
culprits. The team traced the entire
executive staff, which were working
in the company including Monika
and they were interrogated. During
interrogation, it was revealed that four
persons identified as Ashiwini Singh
and Harpat Singh had hired staff
including two identified as Bhavesh,
Mahendra Paleja, and assigned them
to sell LTC tour packages to
Government employees for a tour to
Srinagar,” DCP said. “Two batches of
tour packages were organised by the
company. 

“On June 12, 2013, 180 passen-
gers departed from New Delhi to Sri
Nagar through GO Airline, but on
June 16, 2013, when the passengers
reached Sri Nagar Airport for their
return journey their flight had report-
edly been cancelled due to non-pay-
ment to the airline company. In the
same way 180 more passengers
reached New Delhi Airport on June
16, 2013 to start their LTC Tour from
Delhi to Sri Nagar, their flight was
also cancelled by the airline compa-
ny due to non-payment,” he added.
“During investigation, it was found
that Ashwani was currently working
with a renowned online tour com-
pany and has five cases of similar
modus operandi registered against
him. Meanwhile, Harpat does not
have a criminal background. We are
further investigating the matter to
arrest all the accused persons involved
in the syndicate,” said the DCP. 

Syndicate which hoodwinked
350 govt officials busted
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New Delhi: Niti Aayog
Member and agriculture poli-
cy expert Ramesh Chand said
that he is not in favour of debt
waivers as this help only a small
fraction of farmers. “The
biggest problem with loan
waiver is that it will benefit only
a small fraction of farmers...I
am not at all in favour of loan
waiver,” Chand said. 

The country recently wit-
nessed agitations by farmers in
key farm States in support of
their demands ranging from
farm loan waiver to clearing of
dues by sugar mills and high-
er prices for crops.

He also observed that in
poorer States only 10-15 per
cent of farmers are benefited
from loan waiver as few num-
ber of farmers get institution-
al loans in such States.  When
asked about implementation of
the Swaminathan Commission
report, he said Narendra Modi-

led NDA Government has
implemented most of the rec-
ommendations of the
Commission.

Chand added the mini-
mum support price (MSP) on
various farm produce cannot
be raised beyond a point it is
not supported by the demand
side factors as it would 
become too distorted and unaf-
fordable for a large section of

the society.
While the Swaminathan

committee has suggested the
MSP should be fixed on C2
(production cost definition)
plus 50 per cent, the
Government has adopted
A2+FL (actual cost plus the
value of family labour) and a 50
per cent increase over A2+FL
to provide a reasonable margin
to producers. PTI
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Congress president Rahul
Gandhi has written to

Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh, urging his
Government in the State to
pass a resolution calling on the
Centre to pass the Women’s
Reservation Bill. Rahul has
written the letter, seeking pas-
sage of a resolution urging the
Central Government to pass
the Bill, to the Chief Ministers
of those States where the
Congress is in power. His 
letter comes just days before the
start of the Winter Session of
Parliament.

Rahul Gandhi noted 
that the Rajya Sabha passed 
the 108th constitutional
Amendment Bill in 2010, but it
lapsed after the dissolution of
the 15th Lok Sabha in 2014. 

“The Congress and several
parties have called on the Prime
Minister to ensure the passage
of the Women’s Reservation
Bill and pledged their support.
While the opponents of the Bill
have cast doubts on the ability
of women to affect change, the
leadership role taken by women
after the 73rd and 73th consti-
tutional amendments have
proved the detractors wrong,” he
said in his letter.

The Bill seeks to reserve
one-third of all seats for women
in the Lok Sabha and State
Legislative Assemblies.

“In order to affirm our sup-
port to the passage of the Bill,
it would be expedient for the
State Assembly to pass a reso-
lution calling for the reserva-
tion of one-third of the seats in
the Lok Sabha and legislative

Assembly for women, in the
next Session,” Rahul said.

He said Mahila Congress
chief Sushmita Dev had also
written to all party-led State
Governments in this regard on
November 23. 

The legislative Assemblies
of Odisha and Andhra Pradesh
have already taken a lead and
passed a resolution calling on
the Central Government to
enact the Women’s Reservation
Bill, he noted. 

Ahead of Parliament’s
Monsoon Session, Rahul
Gandhi had written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, ask-
ing him to “demonstrate his
commitment to the cause of
women”, and ensure the passage
of the Women’s Reservation Bill
during that Session. 

The party also demanded
passing of a Bill protecting the
rights of domestic workers in
upcoming Parliament Session,
asserting that Central law aimed
at securing descent working
conditions for them and regu-

lating of placement agencies
was the need of the hour. 

Arbind Singh, Chairman of
the All India Unorganised
Workers Congress (AIUWC),
alleged that the policy on
domestic workers envisioned
by the Government was not all
encompassing and lacks in
addressing core issues and
rights of domestic workers.

Singh said a law aimed at
securing descent-working con-
ditions and regulating place-
ment agencies was the need of
the hour. 

The comprehensive draft
law for domestic workers look-
ing at various aspects such as
regulation of working condi-
tion, fixation of wages, holi-
days, regulation of placement
agencies, and social security,
has been submitted by AIUWC
to the Government. 

A delegation will also sub-
mit a memorandum to the
Prime Minster’s Office 
(PMO) demanding law for
domestic workers.
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The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (HUA)

is examining if it can ban use
of burnt-clay bricks in its con-
struction projects, a move
aimed at giving a boost to envi-
ronment-friendly products. If
the Government bans making
burnt clay bricks, it would be
a big blow  to brick-kiln indus-
try. Earlier, the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) had ordered
banning digging of earth for
making bricks and roads with-
out prior environment clear-
ance (EC),

According to an official,
the HUA Ministry has direct-
ed the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) to exam-
ine whether burnt clay bricks
can be banned for use in its
construction projects.

Following the ministry’s
directions, the CPWD has
sought a feedback from its
officials concerned and asked
them to submit the same by
December 11. “Numerous
directives, guidelines and rules
have been issued by various
Government bodies regarding
clay bricks, but the situation on

the ground is not changing,”
officials said.  The CPWD is the
largest construction agency of
the Centre. It mostly con-
structs office buildings of
Central Government,
autonomous bodies among
others across the country.

Officials say red clay bricks
get their colour from the iron-
oxide in the valuable fertile top-
soil which is used to make
them. A huge amount of agri-
cultural soil gets wasted and
locked-into structures as a
result of red clay bricks. “Illegal
mining of soil is a huge prob-
lem. The unorganised sector
doesn’t want to take the hassles
of organising and managing the
supply of better materials and
prefers to “just take the soil
from somewhere” and make
bricks with it. While the organ-
ised sector of AAC and CLC

blocks works professionally by
managing the raw-materials
for production more efficient-
ly,” said officials. 

“There are technologies
available to produce environ-
ment-friendly bricks by utili-
sation of waste material To give
a boost to environment-friend-
ly products and waste materi-
al, the Ministry has directed
CPWD to examine whether
burnt clay bricks can be banned
for use in its works,” a senior
official said.

Traditional brick-kilns
cause air pollution as they use
coal in brick-making process.
In October this year, the
Supreme Court-appointed
EPCA pushed NCR States to
ensure that all brick-kilns
implement the “zig-zag” tech-
nology, as specified by the
Ministry of Environment and

Forests, which can reduce
emissions by 80 per cent.

Burnt clay bricks are the
classic form of brick, created by
pressing wet clay into molds,
then drying and firing them in
kilns. This is a very old build-
ing material-the type of brick
found in many of the ancient
structures of the world. In
appearance, these bricks are
solid blocks of hardened clay,
usually reddish in color.

“Burnt clay bricks are typ-
ically sold in four classes, with
first-class offering the best
quality and most strength.
These high-grade burnt clay
bricks have no noticeable flaws,
but they’re also going to cost
more. When these bricks are
used in walls, they require
plastering or rendering with
mortar. Uses for burnt clay
bricks include,” officials said.

New Delhi: Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday hit
back at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for comparing
him to a stuck gramophone,
posting a video of the Prime
Minister in which he is seen
and heard making repeated
references to members of the
Gandhi family in a medley of
his speeches.

In a video interaction with
BJP leaders in October, Modi
had mocked Rahul Gandhi,
saying he keeps repeating things
like a stuck gramophone but
people will not accept his
“childish” claims and “lies”
against the Government as they
make “fun” of such remarks.

Posting the video of a med-
ley of Modi’s speeches with
repeated references to the

Gandhis, the Congress presi-
dent tweeted, “This entertain-
ing video has been presented by
Mr. 36! I hope you enjoy see-
ing it! Please share it with
your family and friends so
that they can enjoy it too.”

The video starts with
Modi’s interaction with BJP
workers; he said,  “There used
to be gramophone records ear-
lier. At times, it would get
stuck and play same words
again and again. There are
some people like it. One thing
occupies their mind and they
keep repeating it.”

After that, in the video
Rahul posted, a medley of
Modi’s addresses follow with
only repeated references to
members of Gandhi family.

PNS
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Facing flak from the Supreme
Court which recently point-

ed out gaps in the implemen-
tation of National Social
Assistance Programme
(NSAP), dealing with pensions
for elderly and other issues, the
Centre has come up with a
draft social audit guidelines and
standard operating procedure
to strengthen and ensure its
uniformity across the States.

In a letter written recently
to all the States, the Union
Rural Development Ministry
has asked them to provide
feedback on the guidelines so
as to initiate social audit 
of the scheme in a pilot mode
in 22 States.

The SC while hearing a
case last month had remarked
that “prima facie” the NSAP
was a good scheme but there
were “huge gaps” in its imple-

mentation which needed to be
filled, an observation which the
Ministry too, during internal
evaluation of the programme
primarily found to be true.

The official in the letter
admitted that “while NSAP
guidelines provides for con-
ducting social audit on six-
monthly basis and provisions
have been made for financing
the social audit through admin-
istrative expenses allocated to
each State by the Centre, how-
ever, it was observed that this
part of the Guidelines was not
being implemented in letter
and spirit.” 

A bench of justices Madan
B Lokur and Deepak Gupta
had said that the Centre must
have a machinery to implement
the scheme so that it could be
known as to which authorities
were doing their job properly.

The NSAP comprises of
Indira Gandhi National Old

Age Pension Scheme, Indira
Gandhi National Widow
Pension Scheme, Indira
Gandhi National Disability
Pension Scheme, National
Family Benefit Scheme and
Annapurna scheme. 

The NSAP has a budget of
around ̀ 9,975 crore in 2018-19
and the government has allot-
ted funds for pension covering
around three crore elderly per-
sons under the Indira Gandhi
National Old Age Pension
Scheme. However, the Court
observed that “All this is fine on
paper. It case of widows in
Vrindavan, I do not think any-
one of them has been given any
money. You have no idea how
many widows are there in
Vrindavan and in Jagannath
Puri. You read our judgements
(in widows matter) and you
will get to know,” Justice 
Lokur said. Former Union
Minister and senior advocate

Ashwini Kumar, who has filed
a public interest litigation 
(PIL) concerning old age per-
sons, told the bench that num-
ber of senior citizens have
increased from 10.38 crore as
per 2011 census.

Only seven states and
Union Territories were giving
about Rs. 2,000 monthly pen-
sion to senior citizens, whose
population would increase by
over 300 per cent by 2050.

To bring about uniformity
in approach, the Social Audit
Guidelines and Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
have been prepared to launch
the pilot in 22 states, said the
letter. The PIL had said there
were a large number of aged
people, most of whom were liv-
ing in poverty, without any roof
over their heads or proper
clothes, food and budgetary
allocation for their welfare was
also paltry.

RaGa urges Cong CMs

to pass resolution

WOMEN’SRESERVATIONBILL
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The CPI (M) has cautioned
its strategic ally Congress

that it will fail to defeat the BJP
in the upcoming general elec-
tions if it continues to peddle
“soft Hindutva”. In an editori-
al in the latest edition of its
mouthpiece, People’s
Democracy, the CPI (M) has
referred to Congress president
Rahul Gandhi’s “flurry” of tem-
ple visits in the poll-bound
States of Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan and
said that it was a “pale echo of
the Hindutva platforms.”

“The attempt to prove that
the Congress was genuinely
more Hindu than the BJP wit-
nessed a flurry of temple visits
by Rahul Gandhi in the three
States... If the Congress thinks
it can defeat the BJP by such
soft Hindutva tactics, it is mis-
taken,” the editorial said.
Highlighting what the CPI (M)
considered as Congress’ “soft
Hindutva”, the editorial picked
on the party’s manifestos in the
three States.

It said while in Madhya
Pradesh, the Congress talked of
‘gaushalas’ (cow shelters) in
every panchayat, commercial
sale of ‘gaumutra’ (cow urine)
and building a Ram Van
Gaman Path Yatra, in
Rajasthan, they promised the
setting up of an education
board to propagate vedic values.

“In the campaign, there
was a palpable reluctance to
speak out against the lynchings
of Muslims like the killing of
Pehlu Khan,” it alleged.
However, the editorial pointed
out that the BJP will face elec-
toral reverses in these three
States “because the people have
voted on issues such as jobs,
farmers’ distress, lack of basic
amenities and corruption”.

It said various mass strug-
gles offering a secular and
democratic alternative “alone
can counter the BJP-RSS game
plan and effectively foil it”.
“The mobilisation of the work-
ing people... And the numerous
struggles and movements tak-
ing place around the country
stand in stark contrast to the
communal mobilisation being
undertaken on the Ram temple
issue at Ayodhya,” it said.

The editorial also stated
that people’s protests have
forced the BJP to fall back on
its communal rhetoric and
efforts to smear the Opposition
as anti-national. “The anti-
Muslim rhetoric and the Ram
temple chorus is not going to
help the BJP to stave off the
people’s anger against their
misrule in the three States, nor,
will it help gain any new vot-
ers in Telangana,” it said.

The editorial pointed out
that the peasant mobilisation is
going to be followed by the two-
day general strike of the work-
ing class of the country called
by the Central Trade Unions on
January 8 and 9, 2019. “All these
streams of struggle are demand-
ing a secular and democratic
alternative, which alone can
counter the BJP-RSS game plan
and effectively foil it,” it said.

CPM: Cong can’t defeat

BJP with ‘soft Hindutva’

New Delhi: The Pakistan High
Commission on Sunday said it
has issued visas to 139 
Indian pilgrims to visit Katas
Raj Dham, the famous Shiva
temple, in the country’s Punjab
province.

Under the framework of a
bilateral protocol on visits to
religious shrines, Sikh and
Hindu pilgrims from India
visit Pakistan every 
year. Pakistani pilgrims also
visit India every year under the
protocol.

“Another group of Indian
pilgrims, comprising 139 peo-
ple, have been issued visas by
the Pakistan High Commission
to visit Shree Katas Raj Dham
in Chakwal district from
December 9-15,” the Pakistan
High Commission said.

Last month, Pakistan had
granted visas to more than
3,800 Sikh pilgrims to visit the
country. Some of the pilgrims
had attended the ground-
breaking ceremony of the
Kartarpur corridor on
November 28 in Narowal.

The corridor will link the
Darbar Sahib shrine in
Kartarpur in Pakistan’s Punjab
province to Dera Baba Nanak
in Gurdaspur district in India.  

Earlier this month, over
220 Indian pilgrims were
granted visas to visit the famous
Hindu temple, Shadani Darbar,
in Sukkur. 

Katas Raj is one of the holi-
est places for the Hindu com-
munity in Pakistan. The tem-
ples form a complex sur-
rounding a pond named Katas
— which is regarded as sacred
by the devotees. 

Pakistan’s High
Commissioner Sohail
Mahmood stated that the
issuance of visas for yet anoth-
er group of pilgrims from India
was consistent with
Government’s of Pakistan’s pol-
icy of promoting visits to reli-
gious shrines and was a reflec-
tion of its commitment to
faithfully implement the 1974
Protocol, the High
Commission said in a release.

He said that Pakistan
remained committed to pro-
viding all possible facilitation
for the visiting pilgrims and
strengthening people-to-people
exchanges between the two
countries. PTI
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The Indian and Russian air
forces will begin a 12-day

war game in Jodhpur on
Monday with an aim to
enhance their operational 
coordination.

The exercise — Aviaindra
— will be unique as the Russian
Air Force will not bring its
assets and will take part in the
drill using Indian platforms,
said an official of the Indian Air
Force said. 

The first edition of the
exercise was held in 2014.

Most of the fighter jets
being used by the Indian Air
Force is of Russian origin, and
already both the air forces
have achieved significant 
levels of inter-operability, said
the official.

“In India, the pilots from
the Russian Federation
Aerospace Force will fly along-
side their Indian counterparts
in the IAF aircraft, which are
common to both air forces,” the
defence ministry said in a
statement.

Russia has been a major
partner of India in the defence
sector and the cooperation has
been steadily growing further. 

In October last year, India
and Russia held a 10-day mega
war game involving their
armies, navies and air forces for
the first time to further ramp
up military ties.

The exercise Indra, which
took place in Russia, primari-
ly focused on achieving coor-
dination between forces of the
two countries in a tri-services
integrated theatre command
scenario.

It was for the first time,
India participate in a tri-ser-
vices exercise with a foreign
country with a large scale par-
ticipation by the Navy, the
Army and the Air Force. 

Pak issues visas to
139 Indian pilgrims to
visit Katas Raj Dham

Centre mulls banning of burnt-clay bricks

DMK president MK Stalin, along with other party leaders, meets Congress president Rahul Gandhi at residence of former
Congress president Sonia Gandhi to wish her on her birthday, in New Delhi, on Sunday PTI

Indian, Russian

Air forces to 

kick-start war

game in Jodhpur
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Soon, pharmacopoeia stan-
dards for drugs/formula-

tions used under Ayurveda,
Siddha, Unani (ASU) and
Homoeopathic systems of
medicine will be available at a
click of mouse. The move, a
first-of-its kind is in keeping
with the Government’s vision
‘Digital India’ as well as to reach
out to local manufacturers to
help them produce quality and
safe alternate drugs whose
demand is on increase in
domestic and global market.

To begin with, the website
of Ayurveda Pharmacopoeia
giving scientific details of over
700 ayurveda drugs will be
launched by Union Ayush
Minister Shripad Naik on
December 13 at a symposium

to be organised by the
Pharmacopoeia Commission
for Indian Medicine and
Homeopathy (PCIM&H). It is
an autonomous body under the
Ministry with a primary man-
date to develop pharma-
copoeial standards for

drugs/formulations used under
ASU and Homoeopathic sys-
tems of medicine.

“The Pharmacopoeias are
official documents and are
widely used all over the India.
These are the compendia of
quality standards to ensure the
identity, purity and strength of
the drug imported, manufac-
tured for sale, stocked or exhib-
ited for sale or distributed in
the country. 

“With the launch of the
website, these documents will
be accessible online as well,”
said Dr KRC Reddy, Director
of the PCIM&H.

He further explained that
while demand for the herbal
drug is on rise, many manu-
facturers are still unaware that
they have to adhere the stan-
dards and quality control para-

meters as given in the author-
itative books, pharmacopoeias
and formularies of  these med-
ical system, which are different
from that prescribed for allo-
pathic medicines. 

The symposium aims to
disseminate awareness among
them about these standards
they have to mandatorily fol-
low,  Dr Reddy said  adding
that researchers, academicians,
regulators and industry related
to ayurveda are expected to
participate in the event.

So far pharmacopeia of
400 single molecule drugs
under Ayurveda category and
300 drugs of double molecules
has been prepared. We are
working to add on more drugs
in the repository, he added. 

Sancht Sharma from
AIMIL Pharma, manufacturer

of anti-diabetes herbal  drug
BGR-34 and Leukoskin to treat
white patches (Luckemia) said
that these are just some of the
measures being taken recently
to ensure quality and safety.
“These are officially accepted
legal documents providing
quality parameters for ayurve-
da drugs. World is looking at
ayurveda with great hopes and
it becomes important for us to
cash in on this demand by
maintaining quality.”

The Government has
already made it mandatory for
the industry to comply with the
Pharmacopoeias and
Formularies prescribed in the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940
and Rules 1945 in the 
manufacturing of ASU and
homoeopathic drugs, he 
maintained.

HUGE GAPS IN SOCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME

Centre comes up with uniform audit guidelines

Rahul attacks PM over
his gramophone remark

Niti Aayog member: Farm loan
waivers benefit only section of farmers

Pharmacopoeia to be online soon

yx Rahul Gandhi noted 
that the Rajya Sabha passed 
the 108th constitutional
Amendment Bill in 2010, but
it lapsed after the dissolution
of the 15th Lok Sabha in
2014

yx Party also demanded
passing of Bill protecting

the rights of domestic
workers in upcoming
Parliament Session,
asserting that Central
law aimed at securing

descent working
conditions for
them and
regulating of
placement

agencies was the
need of the hour

yx The Bill seeks to reserve one-third
of all seats for women in the 
Lok Sabha and State Legislative
Assemblies

yx He said Mahila
Congress chief
Sushmita 
Dev had also
written to all
party-led State
Governments 
in this regard 
on November
23
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SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

Former Union Finance
Minister Yashwant Sinha

once again attacked Narendra
Modi Government comparing
it to Tughlaqan regime —
which had also slapped a
ruinous demonetisation crip-
pling the Indian economy—
and said Mamata Banerjee
would make for a better Prime
Minister than the present

incumbent.
Sinha who quit the BJP

early this year was in Kolkata
to attend a programme on
Sunday said “Bengal is one of
the largest States” and the elec-
toral results here would be
consequential in how things
would shape up in Delhi post
2019 general elections.

Asked to comment on the
Trinamool Congress chief ’s
chances of getting elevated to

the Prime Ministerial post
Sinha said insofar as the Bengal
Chief Minister was concerned,
she had all the qualities of being
a Prime Minister.

“She will make for a better
Prime Minister ,” Sinha said
adding Modi was for all prac-
tical purposes running a
Government identical to the
regime run by Muhammad
bin Tughlaq of the late
medieval era adding the pre-

sent government needed to be
changed. “This Government
needs to be changed,” he said.

Commenting on demone-
tization he said “it was extreme-
ly draconian and foolish action
like the one taken by
Muhammad bin Tughlaq.”
Extremely “thoughtless action”
as it was, “demonetization gave
enormous pain to the people of
this country,” the former Union
Minister said.

Sinha’s statement came on
a day when the Chief Minister
flew off to Delhi to take part in
a meeting of all the anti-BJP
opposition parties.

“As our Chief Minister had
been telling from the beginning
that the BJP like the Left Front
was not invincible the
Assembly election results will
prove,” a senior Bengal Minister
said adding the Chief Minister
would hold “discussions with
all the anti-BJP parties” to find
out ways of an alternative gov-
ernment in the Centre.

Banerjee before leaving for
Delhi greeted former Congress
president Sonia Gandhi on her
72nd birthday. “I pray for your
long life and happiness in all
you do,” Banerjee tweeted
before leaving for the national
Capital.

FORMER BJP STALWART AT TMC’S IDEA OF BENGAL MEET

PTI n KOLKATA

The West Bengal Police has
filed a suo motu com-

plaint against state BJP presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh and three
other party leaders for con-
ducting a public meeting in
Coochbehar district on Friday
without requisite permission,
police said.

Besides Ghosh, BJP state-
in-charge Kailash Vijayvargiya,
national secretary Rahul Sinha
and general secretary Raju
Banerjee have been named in
the complaint registered on
Saturday, a senior officer of the
district police said on Sunday.

“We have registered a suo
motu case against four BJP
leaders for holding the rally
without proper permission
from the administration. We
have started taking necessary
action against them,” he said.

The BJP leaders have been
booked under different sec-
tions of the IPC and the Police
Act, he said.

Ghosh, along with other
party leaders, addressed the

rally on a private land in
Jhinaidanga in Coochbehar
district after BJP's rath yatra
was put on hold, the officer
said, quoting the complaint.

When contacted, the state
BJP chief said he went to the
stage to thank the people, who
had gathered at the venue in
large numbers.

“Since a big crowd had
already arrived at the venue, I
had gone to the dais to thank
them for coming. In fact, I had
told them that we will not be
addressing the rally.

“This shows their (police)
intention. If they continue to
act like this, it will be clear how
police works here in the state,”
Ghosh said, adding other party
leaders named in the complaint
were not present on the dais.

BJP President Amit Shah
was to kickstart the campaign
titled ‘Save Democracy Rally’
from Cooch Behar district on
Friday, from Kakdwip in South
24 Parganas district on
December 9, and from
Tarapith temple in Birbhum
district on December 14.

Didi will be better PM than Modi: Yashwant

Former Union Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha and TMC MP Derek O'Brien during an interactive session ‘Idea of Bengal' on
the theme ‘Black Money & Broken Promises' in Kolkata on Sunday PTI

Police complaint against BJP's
Kailash Vijayvargiya, 3 others

Thai officials pose for photos after getting ordinated as Buddhist monks at Watpa Thailand Temple in Bodh Gaya on Sunday PTI

PTI n MATHURA

Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh Sunday said

ending terrorist activities was
a pre-condition for any dia-
logue with Pakistan as its “dual”
role is unacceptable to India.

“Promoting terrorist activ-
ities and entering into a dia-
logue for peace cannot run
together,” he said, when asked
by reporters to explain why
India is avoiding any dialogue
with Pakistan.

He said either Islamabad
should stop aiding terrorist
activities or express its com-
mitment against terrorism with
assurance that it would not
allow it to grow in Pakistan.

“If it finds difficult to con-
trol terrorist activities, why it is
not seeking help from its
neighbour India?” he asked.

“If a crusade against
Taliban can start in
Afghanistan with the help of
the US , why not commence a
similar action in Pakistan? the
home minister asked.

On the outcome of election
results in Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram,
Rajasthan and Telangana, he
said, “Prayas to Bhartiya Janta

Party ka yahi raha hai ki hame
kamyabi mile, milni bhi
chahiye yeh vishwas hai, pari-
nam ki pratiksha kijiye (Efforts
of BJP has been to win, we are
confident of that, wait for the
results)”.

He disapproved that the
election in the five states was a
semi-final for the 2019 Lok
Sabha election, adding that
“final is final”.

He refused to comment on
involvement of an army per-
sonnel in Bulandshahar inci-
dent on the plea that it was a
state subject and the Yogi
Adityanath government is
looking after that.

On the Ram temple issue,
he said, “everybody wants
majestic temple of Ram in
Ayodhya”.

Terming the culture of
India as the best one, Singh said
people feel the strength of
“spiritual power” during their
visit to India.

The Minister said, since
Lord Ram adopted values, he
is worshipped, while Ravan
failed to reach even an inch of
that level, as he neglected val-
ues, even though he was more
knowledgable, wealthy and
powerful.

PTI n HYDERABAD

Union Minister of State for
Home Hansraj Ahir

Sunday called upon the Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) personnel to gear up to
effectively meet the emerging
challenges posed by new forms
of terrorism and insurgency.

He also stressed upon the
CISF's growing role in the
changing security scenario of
the country, particularly in key
areas like VIP security, disaster
management, protection of
government buildings and avi-
ation facilities.

“Keeping in mind the current
security scenario in the country,
wherein some anti-national ele-
ments are trying to create an
atmosphere of insecurity and
instability, I would like to say the
CISF's role gains more impor-
tance,” Ahir said at the passing-
out ceremony of the 32nd batch
of Assistant Commandants and
the 44nd batch of Sub- Inspectors
at the National Industrial Security
Academy (NISA) in Hakimpet
here. 

CISF personnel should
prepare themselves to success-
fully meet the emerging chal-
lenges posed by new forms of
terrorism and insurgency, he
said.

Praising the varied roles
being played by the CISF, the
Union minister said whenever
the government has assigned
any responsibility on the force,
be it industrial security, UN
peace-keeping mission, VIP
security or election duty, it has
excelled.

The force, through its ded-
icated services, has gained rep-
utation as the most professional
force at national and interna-
tional levels. This has been
reflected in the rising demand
for the force's services from
various industrial and private
organisations, Ahir said.

He said 30 officials of the
Sri Lanka police underwent
training at NISA recently, and
expressed confidence that the
academy would offer training
to police and security agencies
of more neighbouring coun-
tries and also to other nations
across the globe.

Twenty-four Assistant
Commandants and 733 Sub-
Inspectors passed out of the
NISA, after completion of their
basic training.

Ahir awarded trophies to
the trainees who stood first in
indoor, outdoor, firing activi-
ties and also to the all-round
best trainees. 

CISF Director General
Rajesh Ranjan and NISA
Director Anjana Sinha were
also present on the occasion.

A motocycle team ‘Tornadoes' of Army Service Corps displays skills during the
celebration of 258th anniversary of Army Service Corps (ASC) in Bengaluru
Sunday PTI 

PTI n KOLKATA

West Bengal BJP president
Dilip Ghosh on Sunday

claimed the TMC-led state
government has not respond-
ed to requests for a meeting
over the saffron party's pro-
posed 'rath yatra'.

“We had sent the letters on
Saturday and had requested for
a meeting. We are yet to receive
any response from the state
government,” Ghosh said at a
press conference.

A division bench of the
Calcutta High Court had on
Friday directed the state's chief
secretary, the home secretary
and the director general of
police (DGP) to hold a meet-
ing with three representatives
of the BJP by December 12, and
take a decision on the matter by
December 14.

Ghosh claimed that a
senior police officer called up
party officials on Sunday and
said the DGP was “very busy”.

“He declined to give us any
specific time frame within
which we can sit for a discus-
sion with him (DGP) regard-
ing the 'rath yatra' programme,”

he said.
The state BJP chief said the

party had also sent letters to the
home secretary, but in vain.

“This is really unfortunate
that despite the court order, the
officials of the state government
are not ready for discussions,”
Ghosh said.

BJP national general sec-
retary Kailash Vijayvargiya,
who was also present at the
press conference, also shared
similar sentiments.

He said he had specially
come from Delhi to talk to the
DGP, but the West Bengal gov-
ernment officials were behav-
ing like Trinamool Congress'
(TMC) cadres.

“Even if the DGP is busy
on Sunday and cannot meet
BJP leaders to discuss the mat-
ter, he should at least give us a
specific time, be it Monday or
Tuesday, when he would be
able to meet. Unfortunately,
most of the police and gov-
ernment officials behave as
cadres of the TMC,” he said.

Vijayvargiya dismissed
allegations that the BJP's 'rath
yatra' was aimed at creating
communal tension in the state.Members and supporters of LGBT groups during 'Namma Pride Bengaluru Karnataka Queer Pride march' in Bengaluru on Sunday PTI 

No response from WB

Govt to request for ‘rath

yatra' meeting: BJP

Ending terrorism pre-condition
for dialogue with Pak: Rajnath

Be ready to meet new
forms of terrorism,
insurgency: Union Min

Twenty-four
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Commandants
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passed out of the
NISA, after

completion of
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training

PTI n NEW DELHI

Asserting that factionalism in
the Madhya Pradesh unit

of the Congress party is a
“thing of the past”, senior leader
Jyotiraditya Scindia said
Sunday the entire State leader-
ship worked as a “united front”
during the Assembly polls in a
bid to dislodge the BJP
Government.

Scindia, who spearheaded
an energetic and spirited cam-
paign for the Congress in
Madhya Pradesh, said there is
an “uprising for change” in the
state.

“During my campaign, I
covered over 115 constituencies
in Madhya Pradesh. There is an
omnipotent energy — it is an
uprising for change,” he told in
an interview.

Some exit polls have given
an edge to the Congress to
form a Government in the
state after remaining in oppo-
sition for 15 years, while oth-
ers have predicted a close fin-
ish for the grand old party and
the ruling BJP. Counting of
votes for the November 28
elections to 230 assembly seats
in the state will take place on
December 11.

“We will get a clear major-
ity from the people of Madhya
Pradesh,” Scindia said while
responding to a question on the
exit polls.

Asked if he considers him-
self as a front-runner for the
chief minister’s post in case the
Congress wins the elections,

Scindia said he does not want
to answer hypothetical ques-
tions. The Guna MP said he
has consistently maintained
that the goal of the entire
Congress party has been to
unseat the BJP Government in
Madhya Pradesh.

“Once that is achieved, the
next step is for the party lead-
ership to decide (on the chief
ministerial face),” said Scindia,
one of the top Congress lead-
ers in the state who had won
the Lok Sabha elections in
2014 despite a huge wave in
favour of the BJP.

Scindia and the state
Congress chief Kamal Nath
are being seen as main con-
tenders for the chief minister’s
post if Congress emerges vic-
torious in the state.

On whether the selection
of the chief minister by the
Congress in case of a win
could leave some senior lead-
ers “hard done”, Scindia said:
“Not at all. One must under-
stand, that we have to learn
from our past. We have previ-
ously struggled with factional-
ism within the party. However,
that time has passed.”

He asserted that through-
out this election in MP, the
entire party machinery includ-
ing senior leaders and every
single party worker, worked as
a “united front”.

“Our strength, this time,
has been in the unity of our
campaign. And this will and
must continue,” the 47-year-old
leader said.

Factionalism

thing of past:

Scindia

Unity our strength

in MP polls: Cong

Kausalya, living martyr of honour 
killing, gets new lease of life
KUMAR CHELAPPAN n CHENNAI

Life turned a full circle for
Kausalya on Sunday as she

got married with 27-year-old
Sakthi  at the Coimbatore
office of the Thanthai Periyar
Dravida Kazhakam (TPDK) ,
an outfit of Tamil chauvinists
working for self-respect mar-
riages and caste-less society.

Kausalya  hogged the
national limelight in March
2016 when Shankar, a Dalit
youth , whom she had married
against the wishes of her parents
was murdered in broad day
light at Udumalpet. The killers
were allegedly hired by her
parents who belonged to the
powerful Thevar community.

A sessions court in Tirupur had
sentenced her father
Chinnasamy and five others to
death for the “honour killing”
on December 12, 2017.

Kausalya, had been seri-
ously injured when she tried to
save Shankar from the mur-
derers. Since her discharge
from the hospital, Kausalya
had joined the social movement
to spread message against hon-
our killings and caste based vio-
lence. During her social work,
she met Sakthi, who was a
drum artist working with TPDK
for the same causes and the duo
decided to tie the nuptial knots.
Sakthi is a visual communica-
tion science graduate . Kausalya
has launched a movement in

memory of Shankar, her slain
husband and is actively helping
children belonging to the
depressed classes to get educat-
ed.  She herself was  an engi-
neering college student when
she fell in love with Shankar.
The murder of Shankar spoiled
her engineering dreams as she
had to look after her on-laws
who were poor.

The marriage was solem-
nised by Dravida Kazhagam
leaders and the  couple  read out
a vow in typical self respect style.
“We, Kowsalya and Sakthi, agree
in front of you all, that we are
life partners.” The newly wed-
ded couple also performed a
drum  recital for their near and
dear ones who were present at

the wedding. The DK leaders
who were present during the
ceremony said that it was a self-
respect marriage. A self-respect
marriage is one which is not
performed under the patronage
of Brahmin priests.

In a rare gesture, while vow-
ing to stand together to annihi-
late caste and liberate women,
Kowsalya and Sakthi promised to
keep their house open for lovers,
who face opposition from any-
body. “We will fight together for
the creation of a special act
against caste killing. All lovers are
welcome to our house and we
will help them in whatever way
we can. We also promise that the
doors of our house will always be
open for lovers,” read their vow.



Recently, this columnist found
himself in the sunny southern
Portugal, driving the latest iter-
ation of German car-maker
BMW’s 3-series sedan. The car-

maker has always prided itself on installing
some of the latest technologies in its car.
One of the most advanced features on this
new car was something called ‘Reverse
Assist’. Now cars have had reversing cam-
eras and sensors for a while,  something that
has clearly removed the need for us to look
over our shoulder while driving backwards.
But this was another level of automation.
After driving into a dead-end road or a sit-
uation that involves a difficult reverse in the
car, which incidentally is not cheap,  you
do not have to overthink or manoeuvre.
That is, you just keep your foot on the brake
pedal and your hands off the steering wheel.
The car remembers the last fifty metres it
travelled and safely reverses you back to
more or less where you started. 

As the steering wheel turns by itself,
you find yourself staring at awe at the car
doing this. This is despite the increasing
levels of computerisation on cars. This is
not just the computers changing gears for
you in an automatic  by calculating engine
speed but monitoring driving conditions,
the levels of friction on the tires and fuel
economy. The fact is that no modern car,
other than the most basic ones that you
buy nowadays, has much of a physical link
between the pedals and the engines and
some have done away with a physical steer-
ing connection as well. Much like all mod-
ern commercial aircraft, ‘Fly By Wire’ cars
are rapidly becoming ‘Drive By Wire’.

So why the need for a driver at all? In
fact, your columnist has been in a fully
autonomous car developed by Ford. The car
drove itself around Ford’s Research and
Development campus in Dearborn,
Michigan. This was on public roads and it
took a turn on the road where it had to cal-
culate oncoming traffic. This was two years
ago, and that time many cars that are cur-
rently available even in India, had added a
degree of automation to themselves. Today,
there are some automated cars and more
will be sold on the Indian market with close
to Level 2 automation. That is not just cruise
control but things like adaptive cruise con-
trol and automatic land changing as well as
automatic braking in emergency situations
and lane assist. All of these means on  a
highway you can drive with your hands off
the steering wheel while travelling at
speeds in excess of 100 km per hour. Yet
your car will maintain a safe distance from
the car ahead of it, change lanes when you
turn the indicator and even observe and cal-
culate for vehicles in the other lane, hold-
ing itself perfectly in the centre of the lane
and brake automatically in case there is a
sudden impediment.

It can do all this even if your hands are
not strongly on the steering wheel. However,

for legal liability reasons, it does
not allow you to keep both your
hands off the wheel. In case you
do that for over a few seconds,
the pressure sensors, having
known you have lifted your
hands off the wheel, will set off
visual and aural alarms. Legal
liability is an important issue
after all; if the car is automat-
ed who is liable for an accident?
The driver or the car manufac-
turer?The argument that the car
manufacturer is responsible
could easily be made because
the car does do almost every-
thing itself. Therefore, fully
autonomous cars have been
only slowly introduced on to
public streets and recent inci-
dents such as a crash by an
autonomous car that killed a
pedestrian in Arizona in the
United States have only inten-
sified scrutiny.

While the Arizona crash
might have happened to a
human driver as well, whenev-
er a new technology is intro-
duced, it is under higher scruti-
ny, even if it turns out to be safer.
Let’s look back at another tech-
nology mentioned earlier in this
article, the ‘Fly By Wire’ technol-
ogy on commercial aircraft.
When European manufacturer
Airbus introduced the technol-
ogy with the Airbus A320 in the
mid-1980s, there was actually a
rash of accidents of the plane in
its first few years of service,
including an Indian Airlines
plane in Bengaluru. But today

the A320 is the best-selling
commercial plane in the world
with several thousands in ser-
vice, including hundreds in
India. So autonomous tech-
nology will become par for the
course in some countries where
traffic is more orderly.

However, what is almost
certain is that despite manufac-
turers like Mercedes-Benz and
Volvo introducing some of
these automation technolo-
gies on the vehicles they sell in
India, this country stands to
lose out. Nobody in their right
minds can argue that other
than a few stretches of express-
ways and may be in a couple
of cities like Chandigarh, traf-
fic in India is orderly. And dri-
vers, no matter what vehicle
they are operating, are in deep,
passionate love with their
mobile phones. There have
been cases of drivers video-
calling while at the steering. 

Traffic enforcement is
woefully poor across the coun-
try, the sheer volume of vehi-
cles overwhelming traffic
police. And even if the police
want to enforce traffic rules, the
citizenry of  this country might
rise up. This is notably happen-
ing in Pune right now where
political parties, civil society
and intellectuals are up in
arms because the new traffic
commissioner wants to enforce
helmet usage for two-wheeler
riders. If this was not tragic it
might have been funny. 

The fact is that traffic in
India is chaotic and it might be
decades before computers
become smart enough to scan
through the immense number
of variables that traffic here
entails. But even basic levels of
automation that are currently
available will likely not work in
India. Using Volvo’s ‘City Safety’
technology in India is irritating
simply because it activates
whenever you get cut off badly
by a motorcycle driver or a cow
crosses the road blissfully
unaware. Of course, a senior
politician feared automation
because it would take away jobs,
but that may be years away even
in the West. Not having
automation at all will affect job
growth in India. Because this
technology will in a few years
permeate its way down to small
cars. If India wishes to become
a world leader in cars, technol-
ogy and manufacturing, it has
to work towards enabling
automation. 

And that involves cleaning
up traffic and the political and
social will to do that. But we
can only hope for the impos-
sible, because India’s traffic is
emblematic of this country,
chaotic and lawless with a lack
of enforcement and bad poli-
tics. So ten years from now,
when India loses out in auto-
mobile manufacturing, you
will know why that happened. 

(The writer is Managing
Director, The Pioneer)

J
ust when the US and China had

agreed to meet each other halfway in

their trade war, one that had pulled the

world market down by a few notches, the

arrest of the Huawei heiress over violating

US sanctions on Iran has brought two of the

world’s biggest economies at flashpoint yet

again. Meng Wanzhou, the chief financial offi-

cer and also the daughter of Huawei’s

founder, one who is being groomed to take

over, was picked up in Canada and is being

extradited to the US in perhaps a token show of US armtwisting.  Meng will prob-

ably even be let off on Monday but not after a weekend of diplomatic to and fro.

Huawei is being targetted for riling the US more than once. First, it had been des-

perately trying to enter the US market as a competitor to AT&T, then there was

the issue of filching patented technology of Cisco and finally there was the mat-

ter of insulting the efficacy of US pride, Apple’s iPhone. Somewhere along the

way there were reports that the Russians and Chinese were snooping on US

President Donald Trump’s cellphone conversations. And though Trump dismissed

these as fake news, saying he never spoke on his iPhone or any cellphone for

that matter, Huawei provocatively baited him publicly by saying the US President

should then be using the hack-proof Huawei phone instead. As one of the largest

telecommunications equipment and services providers in the world, recently sur-

passing Apple to become the second-biggest smartphone maker after

Samsung, this bit was certainly about muscle-flexing. It was this arrogance that

ultimately cost the company, which has now been charged with using a sub-

sidiary called Skycom to evade sanctions on Iran between 2009 and 2014. Ms

Meng, who has reportedly risen from the ranks and is expected to become one

of the world’s top businesswomen, faces up to 30 years in prison, at least notion-

ally. But the Chinese do not take kindly to mistreatment of their hierarchical icons

— Huawei being a matter of national pride — and so is expected to hit back by

taking high-value US tech executives working on its soil as hostage. US com-

panies are already preparing travel advisories and gearing up for hitbacks. 

The ego-driven arrest is now certain to snap the 90-day truce agreed by both

parties, which is an economic imperative. But with US becoming the largest pro-

ducer of crude this year and tomtomming it as an example of ‘Amercia First,’ it

is using the Huawei case as a bargaining tool to get its way in trade negotia-

tions. However, there are larger implications for the tech economy as a whole.

Most Western governments fear that China will score in fifth-generation (5G)

mobile and other communications networks through Huawei. Nobody seems

to have bought the company’s disclaimer that there is no government control

over it. Everybody sees it as a conduit for the backdoor takeover of the digital

realm. Japan is contemplating a  ban on government use of products made by

Huawei and ZTE over cyber security concerns and New Zealand and Australia

have already blocked Huawei. China is already the world’s biggest spender on

scientific research after the US and is expected to overtake it in AI deployment.

Chinese scientists produce more research papers than those in the US. It is China’s

tech muscle that is really scaring the world. 

R
oad safety, unfortunately in this

country, continues to be a subject of

bland seminars and extra-curricular

school campaigns but is never a matter of

policy. Immune as we are to lives lost cheap,

it takes certain cold facts to shake us out

of our stupor. And as the only arbiter of the

nation’s consciousness these days, the

Supreme Court has said that potholes have

killed more Indians in the past five years than

terrorist attacks. According to the latest data,

14,926 people were killed in road accidents caused by potholes between 2013

and 2017. In comparison, 803 died in terrorist attacks, including those by Naxalites

and Maoist rebels in eastern India. So alarmed was the apex court that it even

raised the ethical cost of poor roads, saying unlike victims of other tragedies or

disasters, no compensation was paid to relatives of the dead due to lack of con-

cern shown by the authorities, be it municipal corporations, state governments,

the National Highways Authority of India or private contractors. Potholes have

become such a norm on Indian roads that photos of them go viral only as a

matter of joke, not for the grave civic crisis they pose. Unfortunately, most of

the accident victims happen to be two-wheeler owners, who skid and lose con-

trol unwittingly. Some drivers swerve violently to avoid them but end up caus-

ing other accidents. When they can’t see them at night, they simply turtle over

the trough, causing a chain of mangled vehicles. During monsoon, the potholes

become little water bodies, and on flooded roads, pose a severe threat to passers-

by. The most haunting story of a pothole death was reported from Hyderabad

last year. A 12-year-old boy, Ravi Teja, saw a couple and their child die after they

were thrown off their scooter the moment it plunged into a crater. So shaken

was he by that horrendous incident that he immediately began a drive of col-

lecting bricks and stones to fill all potholes near his home and prevent similar

deaths. His story became viral alright but there was no proactive step taken.  

This is not the first time that the Supreme Court has made a scathing attack

on the lack of political will, the corruption and inefficiency of the bureaucracy

and the short-changing tactics of project contractors in building safe roads. Time

and again, it has voiced its concern but the Government has not risen to the

occasion. On July 20, the court had even set up a committee on road safety

while also suggesting that the victims be paid a compensation of `5 lakh. Had

the Government respected the views of the court, it would have in the very least

imposed a strict penalty on errant  contractors whose roads have a built-in obso-

lescence and crumble like a cookie once the period of inspection is over. There

must be a mandatory audit of roads on safety parameters. The textbooks say

the  lifespan of a properly laid road should be 15 years. But in India that figure

can come down to months due to inferior work quality, poor construction mate-

rial and lack of turfing and maintenance. Without clearing a strict audit norm,

the errant contractor should be disqualified from infrastructure projects. Some

experts have also suggested the extreme step of charging road officials and agen-

cies with culpable homicide for deaths caused by potholes. Indeed, it is a gross

travesty that even after 70 years of independence and being a key emerging econ-

omy, we are still struggling to resolve basic issues like water, electricity, clean

fuel, toilets and better roads, all of which guarantee the dignity of human life. Till

we value this vital asset, we will continue to rank globally.

A gaping hole

More than a trade war

The US is using the arrest of the Huawei heiress 
to challenge China’s tech superiority  

Unpardonable voices

Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Careful with words” (December
8). The editorial has rightly con-
demned former Janata Dal
(United) leader Sharad Yadav’s
utterly senseless and uncivilised
remarks against Rajasthan Chief
Minister Vasundhara Raje. While
one cannot question  Yadav’s
antipathy against the Modi
Government or his right to free
speech and expression,  he has no
right to ridicule one’s physical
build. His remarks are unpardon-
able and unworthy of a leader.  

M Ratan 
Via email

No backing out

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Careful with words”
(December 8). All right-thinking
persons will countenance the
fact that our political leaders
must be wary of their parlance,
words, tone and tenor when
speaking at public event. In case
of a slip of the tongue, not only
does their public image take a
beating but their words leave a
bad taste in the mouth. Of course,

a select few seek some sort of an
amusement. 

As regards the senior leader-
ship, which includes a seasoned
politician like Sharad Yadav, who
used derogatory remarks against
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje, it is beneath
their dignity to use out-of-the-pale
remarks for their political adver-
saries. Moreover, with state-of-the-
art technology being available in

every sphere of life today,  leaders
cannot blame the media with
platitudes like “I was misquoted”
and “I never meant it” in lieu of
saying a single word “sorry.” 

Azhar A Khan
Rampur

Appointment mess

Sir — The Maharashtra Director

General of Police (DGP), DD
Padsalgikar, who was scheduled
to  retire on November 30, has
now been asked by the Devendra
Fadnavis-led Government to con-
tinue with  his post. On August
31, he had been granted a three-
month extension by the Union
Government.  As a matter of fact,
the State Government cannot
extend the tenure of an All-India
Service officer. Even if it is a case

of re-employment, as claimed by
the State Government, one won-
ders if this is permissible at the
level of the DGP.  A three-judge
Bench of the Supreme Court is at
present hearing the matter relat-
ing to police reforms in States.
Maharashtra ought to have
approached the apex court if it had
any issue against the July 3 order
of the top court which had man-
dated the involvement of the
Union Public Service Commission
in the selection/extension of DGPs
by State Governments.

Hemant Kumar
Ambala Cantt

Corruption rules

Sir — Debate on corruption has
been an ongoing process. But
have we ever thought, who are the
middlemen? Are they the bro-
kers? Yes. They have made their
presence felt in almost all sectors
now. But what about corporates?
They have cheated the banks
right under the nose of the law.
They are worse than brokers.

Karthik
Via email
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The car as computer

KUSHAN MITRA

With increasing levels of digitisation, the average automobile is more of a robot

than a car. Does India risk losing out on this fundamental change?

They (the BJP) are afraid
of the Congress so they
are using high-handed
tactics to threaten rela-
tives of our leaders. 

Congress spokesperson 
—Abhishek M Singhvi

Mike Pompeo is doing a
great job. His predeces-
sor, Rex Tillerson, didn't
have the mental 
capacity needed. 

US President
—Donald Trump

I am not professionally
an actor but there are
people who now do think
of me and there are roles
offered to me. 

Filmmaker 
—Prakash Jha

Youth must be part of the
country's growth story
and become ambas-
sadors to spread the
message of development. 

Union Minister 
—Kiren Rijiju

S O U N D B I T E

L E T T E R S T O  T H E  E D I T O R

Poll battles must not be fought with a bad mouth 

T
his refers to the editorial, “Careful with words”
(December 8). In recent times,  abusive and inde-
cent language has become the norm for our polit-

ical leaders, particularly when they address an elec-
tion rally. The latest example is that of former Janata
Dal (United) leader Sharad Yadav, who sparked con-
troversy by advising Rajasthan Chief Minister to “rest”
as she had grown “fat”. Yadav has now expressed
regret for body-shaming Raje, and even opted to write
to her. In doing so, he may escape action, but his
abusive words have brought to fore our leaders’ ten-
dency to crack jokes and even indulge in buffoon-
ery with the sole intention of votebank politics. 

But they must not be mistaken as this antithe-
sis may not not deliver the desired results. Voters
are sensitive. Moreover, it must not be forgotten that
such indecent language holds the potential to
boomerang. This filth in political discourse certain-

ly does not portend well for the country and must
be condemned roundly. This barbaric fight of words
must end. The idea of profane language can deliver
better results.

Rajendra Prasad
Delhi

TRAFFIC IN INDIA
IS CHAOTIC AND

IT MIGHT BE
DECADES

BEFORE
COMPUTERS

BECOME SMART
ENOUGH TO

SCAN THROUGH
THE IMMENSE

NUMBER OF
VARIABLES THAT

TRAFFIC HERE
ENTAILS. BUT

EVEN BASIC
LEVELS OF

AUTOMATION
THAT ARE

CURRENTLY
AVAILABLE WILL

LIKELY NOT
WORK HERE

Till we charge road officials and agencies with culpable
homicide for deaths caused by potholes, the SC can do little



The news of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s meeting with
the Department of Industrial

Policy and Promotion (DIPP) to
brainstorm on breaking into the top
50 rankings of World Bank’s Ease of
Doing Business (EODB) report
comes at an interesting time. Within
months of assuming power in 2014,
the Prime Minister had announced
his Government’s resolve to improve
India’s EODB ranking. Over the
years, both the Finance and
Commerce Ministers have reiterat-
ed the Government’s commitment
towards the same, and not without
results.

As India vies for the top spot in
the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
confidence index in light of the US-
China trade war, a comparison
between the evolving business envi-
ronment of Asia’s largest economies
becomes inevitable. The sharp rise in
the Ease of Doing Business rankings
of these two Asian behemoths comes
after a long period of stagnation and
can be credited to the persistent focus
on improving the regulatory environ-

ment of the economies under the
leadership of President Xi Jinping
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

Consequently, in the 2018 Ease
of Doing Business World Bank
report, India jumped 23 notches to
rank 77  from its earlier 100th posi-
tion. China jumped a staggering 32
notches to rank 46 from its earlier
78th position. The hike became
even more striking as both countries
had stagnated in the rankings for
much of the last decade before new
leaders took over the helm. India rose
by 65 counts under Prime Minister
Modi and China by 53 under
President Xi.

In this year’s assessment, China
is the second top improver (after
Djibouti) while India is the only
economy (along with Djibouti) to
make it to the list of top 10 improvers
for a second consecutive year. One
might critique the Prime Minister for
showing excessive interest in this
rather straightforward metric, but
addressing administrative hurdles
and red-tapism affecting businesses
lead to corresponding benefits to

other aspects of the economy as well. 
Nobel economics laureate Robert

Lucas had once quoted:  “Once one
starts thinking about actions to
accelerate economic growth, it is
hard to think about anything else.”
This powerful observation aptly
explains the Prime Minister’s focus
on improving the EODB ranking.
The improvement is not only a har-
binger of increasing FDI, but there
also exists a strong correlation
between the rankings and the GDP
per capita income of nations. 

To highlight this link, consider
a research published in The Wall
Street Journal by John Cochrane. It
was seen the higher a country’s
Distance to Frontier Ease of Doing
Business score, the higher was its per
capita income. The Central African
Republic scored a dismal 33 and had
an annual per capita income of just
$328. Other scores were: India (50.3,
$1,455), China (61, $7,000) and the
US (82, $53,000).

A comparison on Doing
Business parameters: India leads
China only under two heads: Getting

credit and protecting minority
investors. On the other hand, China
leads in the rest eight. Thanks to
SEBI’s initiatives and the Companies
Act clauses on disclosure of dividend
distribution policy, mandatory audit
committee approval before related
party transactions and increased
redressal avenues, India has a near
perfect score in protecting minori-
ty investors and is ranked seventh.
The establishment of debt recovery
tribunals reduced non-performing
loans by 28 per cent and lowered
rates on larger loans. Faster process-
ing of debt recovery cases has cut the
cost of credit.

This year in starting a business,
China improved its ranking by
almost 100 spots and is now ranked
28 while India, with its cumbersome
incorporation norms, holds the
137th position. It has much to learn
from China’s ‘One Window, One
Form’ and five-in-one business
license reforms that have reduced the
duration for registering a business
from 22.9 to nine days. In enforcing
contracts, while China is ranked

sixth, India at 163, occupies a spot
in the bottom 15 per cent of the
countries. Only an overhaul of India’s
complex judiciary processes and
contract laws can elevate it from the
bottom of the pile.

In getting electricity, China has
jumped from rank 98 to 14 in a year
by introducing a mobile application
for customers to obtain connec-
tions and resolve connectivity issues.
India can incorporate similar reforms
under the umbrella of its digitalisa-
tion drive. India’s worst perfor-
mance is in the metric of registering
property, wherein China is ranked
27th and India 166th. Focussed
reforms to improve transparency of
information and reliability of infra-
structure are a must.

India’s most significant jump
was in dealing with construction per-
mits (from rank 181 to 52). For
obtaining building permit, India
implemented the Single Window
Clearance System in Delhi and the
Online Building Permit Approval
System in Mumbai.

Ease of Doing Business ranking

has proved to be an impetus for India
to compete for a more efficient reg-
ulation. Although the parameters
considered in the ranking are neces-
sary, they cannot be considered as
sufficient drivers of economic
growth. Macro-economic condi-
tions, like cost of labour and capital,
and socio-economic factors, like
political stability, must also be con-
sidered.

The World Bank report is not a
portrayal of the national business
environment of the countries as it
looks only at domestic small and
medium size enterprises in the largest
business cities. The interpretation and
implementation of policies across the
nation can vary widely. An exemplar
for India can be China’s approach to
emulate the success of its Shanghai
City Council’s Action Plan for EODB
across the country. Reforms under-
taken in Delhi and Mumbai should
be promoted nationally. Till then, the
Elephant must keep its steady pace to
catch up with the slithering Dragon. 

(The writer is Research Fellow,
India Foundation)

Collective will of women
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WE ALSO WANT SOMETHING TO BE DONE ABOUT THE

26/11 MUMBAI ATTACKS. RESOLVING THIS CASE IS IN

OUR INTEREST. IT WAS AN ACT OF TERRORISM.

—PAKISTAN PRIME MINISTER

IMRAN KHAN

WE KNOW WHO DID IT (MUMBAI ATTACKS). I DON’T

THINK WE NEED A STATEMENT FROM ANYBODY. THE

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY KNOWS WHO DID IT.

—INDIAN ARMY CHIEF 

BIPIN RAWAT

POINTCOUNTERPOINT 

Over the past few years, there has been
a sharp rise in violence against women.
Recent National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) data indicates that incidents
of rape went up by 12-15 per cent.

Further, according to the National Family Health
Survey 2015-16 (NFHS-4), one in three married
women, aged between 15 and 49 years, experienced
spousal violence (physical/emotional or sexual) and
3.9 per cent faced violence during pregnancy.

Violence against Scheduled Caste girls, in par-
ticular, begins at a younger age. It happens at a high-
er rate than women of other castes. Data analysis
by the All India Dalit Mahila Adhikar Manch from
NFHS-4 revealed that 33.2 per cent of women from
the Scheduled Caste experience physical violence
since the age of 15, compared to 19.7 per cent in
the ‘Other’ category. The highest number of
crimes against Scheduled Castes was assault on
women with the intent to outrage modesty.  While
there was a 66 per cent growth in crimes against
Dalits during the period 2007-17 (National Crime
Records Bureau), crimes faced by Dalit women were
the highest. Of the 3,172 crimes recorded, 2,541
were cases of rape against Dalits. But of all women
in India, who have ever experienced any type of
physical or sexual violence, only 14 per cent sought
help to stop violence. Approximately 77 per cent
neither sought help nor told anyone about the vio-
lence they experienced (NFHS-4). 

So when Sumitra Devi received a frantic call
from a neighbour seeking her help in a sexual assault
case, she didn’t waste any time. She knew that the
time was of the essence and would need more than
just police investigations. The sexual assault of a 13-
year old girl by an upper caste boy from her village
in Kushinagar district, Uttar Pradesh, had to be han-
dled with sensitivity. The mother of the survivor
told Sumitra that she wanted to make a police com-
plaint because she was afraid that unless she spoke
out, it would increase her daughter’s vulnerability
to sexual assaults by other high-caste boys in the
village. She was convinced that Sumitra could help
not just because she was part of a large women’s col-
lective in the block where her village was located,
but also because she was a police mitra (friend of
the police). The advantage of being a police mitra
meant that even though Sumitra belonged to a
Scheduled Caste, she had access to the police and
the confidence to file a complaint.

Few women want to visit a police station alone
because of existing gender bias and patriarchal atti-
tudes among the law enforcement agencies. And
if the complainant happens to be from the
Scheduled Caste, her chances of being heard become
even bleaker. This is where women’s collectives have
played an important role in breaking the culture of
silence around violence against women. 

A recent study by the  International Centre for
Research on Women (ICRW) on the role of women
collectives in India in addressing violence against
women-found Self-help groups (SHGs) revealed
these were considered a ‘safe space for women to
discuss their concerns’. It found that with feminist
training and hand-holding from women’s rights
organisations, women’s collectives had become an
important platform to articulate and address vio-
lence, and emerged as a bridge between law enforce-
ment agencies and survivors.

In Nebu Naurangia block in Kushinagar district,

Sumitra and her fellow women police
mitras are primarily members of women
collectives formed by the Uttar Pradesh-
based  Rajiv Gandhi Mahila Vikas
Pariyojana (RGMVP), a not-for-profit
organisation working to empower rural
marginalised women. These groups have
gone beyond saving and credit transac-
tions associated with SGHs. The Rajiv
Gandhi Mahila Vikas Pariyojana, which
facilitated the formation of about 100
SHGs in Nebu Naurangia, has been able
to train the groups to leverage their col-
lective strength to address various types
of violence against women in Uttar
Pradesh. Thus, in Sumitra’s case, being a
police mitra and having a good rapport
with the local police, led to a prompt
response from the law enforcement
agency. Quick registration of the com-
plaint was followed by action against the
culprits accused of sexual assault under
the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act. Uttar Pradesh
registered 7,018 POCSO cases in just
three months of 2018, compared to a total
of 4,816 cases reported in the entire year
in 2016. 

In Nebu Naurangia block in Uttar
Pradesh, reporting of sexual assault and
other cases of violence against women
increased because of the presence of
women collectives, and in particular,
police mitras. The special connect with
the local police has come about because
there is a sizeable number of women who
double up as police mitras even while
being members of SHGs. In fact, the 15-
member Laxmi SHG has the distinction
of being the only all-police mitra group.
The advantage here is that since SHG
members are a closely-knit group, shar-

ing personal problems becomes easier.
This is why when 30-year-old Anjanii
Devi, who had faced violence at the hands
of her alcoholic husband for years, final-
ly spoke out. When she shared her expe-
riences with her group, the SHG block
president Phoolmati and police mitras
helped her file a complaint. Her husband
is behind the bars at present.

It is the desire to ensure justice that
drives these women. They get no finan-
cial remuneration for their work as police
mitras. Most of the times, these police
mitras spend their own money to accom-
pany complainants to the local Naurangia
police station, about 10 km away from
their gram panchayat. They also use their
own resources to attend the monthly
meeting held every first Wednesday of the
month at the mahila thana (women’s
police station) located 15 km away in the
district headquarters in Pedrona. The
identity card given to each police mitra has
been signed by the Kushinagar SP. This
gives these women greater confidence to
do their work.

Trust, respect and recognition for
these police mitras have come not just
from the community. That this band of
70 women, aged between 25 and 60 years,
is taken seriously is underlined by the fact
that a list of all police mitras with their
photographs and phone numbers has
been put up at the Nebu Naurangia block
police station as a part of their awareness
programme of resource persons available
to tackle crimes against women. Three
months ago, a meeting between the
police mitras and the block police officials
was held to discuss problems and how to
make access to justice smoother.

Additionally, as a collective, SHGs

have managed to get the pradhan, head
of the local Government, on board. This
has not only fostered access to
Government schemes but also facilitated
the police mitra’s work in making their vil-
lages safer for women and girls. 

The role of collectives in standing up
to violence against women has become
critical with crimes against women in
Uttar Pradesh on the rise. State data
revealed that in 107 days between March
16 and June 30 this year, 76,416 cases of
crime against women were reported. In
2016, the number of similar cases report-
ed for the entire year was 49,262. Further,
17,249 cases of outraging of modesty were
reported in these three months, while
11,335 such cases had been reported in
2016. Similarly, 21,077 abductions were
reported between March and June this
year, while there were 12,070 cases of
abduction in 2016. Over 5,600 rapes were
reported in these three months in 2018,
while 4,816 cases were reported in 2016. 

The success of this novel police
mitra initiative shows how proper train-
ing, some initial hand-holding and sup-
port can give courage and justice to sur-
vivors. Why then can it not be scaled up
to other blocks and districts in India?
Women’s collectives have the power to
rally around survivors of violence, espe-
cially in rural areas. With SHGs being the
platform to empower 100 million rural
poor, especially women, across 600,000
villages under the National Rural
Livelihoods Mission, these collectives
can not only transform lives at the com-
munity level, socially and financially, but
also emerge as empowered supporters of
survivors of violence.  

(The writer is a senior journalist)

The Elephant must compete with the Dragon

The police mitra initiative in Uttar Pradesh has been a resounding success in narrowing 
down crimes against women. The scheme must be replicated across other districts 

As India does well in its Ease of Doing Business rankings, a comparison with the evolving business environment in Asia, China in

particular, must propel it to promote reforms across the country rather than confine it to commercial hubs, writes B SHRUTI RAO

THE ROLE OF
COLLECTIVES IN

STANDING UP TO
VIOLENCE

AGAINST WOMEN
HAS BECOME

CRITICAL WITH
CRIMES AGAINST

WOMEN IN
UTTAR PRADESH

ON THE RISE.
STATE DATA

REVEALED THAT
IN 107 DAYS

BETWEEN MARCH
16 AND JUNE 30

THIS YEAR,
76,416 CASES

AGAINST 
WOMEN WERE
REPORTED. IN

2016, THE
NUMBER OF

SIMILAR CASES
REPORTED FOR

THE ENTIRE YEAR
WAS 49,262

T
he feedback from the market has been mixed and business-

es may not be in very good shape. The public discourse is

filled with high-pitch voices of protagonists from one reli-

gion or another. Utterings and public postures are full of child-

like bravado. Vacant positions in public systems are demanding

attention or are waiting to be set right. Of course, pensioners have

been hit the hardest. They are not a lobby, they can’t take to the

street and, numerically, they don’t count. Those in power ensure

that they are the first recipients of a public system’s pay fixa-

tion. Top bureaucrats from the elite cadres are the first benefi-

ciaries. English newspapers — baring exceptions — continue

to ape leading newspapers in the UK or US. Everything is up for

change, including the selection processes of top corporate enti-

ties in the public system. Careers at the top level still continue

to go to those with a proven Western pedigree. Yet India hasn’t

changed for the better.

There was a stage when the All India Council for Technical

Education (AICTE) refused to recognise Indian School of Business

(ISB) in the sense that management institutions needed statutory

recognition. Immediately after this announcement on the AICTE’s

website, reportedly, a VVIP in the then Union Cabinet connected

with education visited ISB.  After this, the Government changed.

While promising change, the present dispensation preserved some

of the key biases of the preceding governance. The recent appoint-

ment of the Chief Economic Advisor from the pedigree of ISB is

a tell-tale example. Key media personnel, while heaping attention

on minority-majority, bovine matters, temple, mosque and sundry

issues, have little space left to focus on key issues of water puri-

ty, passages for human vehicle being projected as roads and more. 

There was a small news item a few days ago on the pay fix-

ation of some of the armed personnel. The case of the banking

employees continues to be seen by default, barring some spot atten-

tion in channels which have a vested interest in taking an anti-

Government posture. Little of problem solving is visible. However,

the decibels of political noise are sharper than ever before and in

some States like West Bengal, physical action speaks louder than

words. There is no dearth of first rate minds in the tribe of jour-

nalists. They write on everything from Rafale to how Hindu iden-

tity has been ignored for years by the political elite of a certain vari-

ety. Nevertheless, features and interviews on quality irrigation facil-

ities are few. Statues will be built; cause for celebrating political

dates for convenience will be ferreted out while the financial elite

continues to make a beeline for sending their wards to foreign edu-

cational institutions.

The kind of genetic manipulation of fruits and vegetables that

is reported from certain parts of the country would have unleashed

uproar in many other nations even if it did not have the back-up

of ten thousand years of civilisation. In India, we are still trying to

grapple with the ‘roots of genetic manipulation’. Even mangoes

are being artificially ripened to resemble the naturally ripe ones.

The spicy items of the media continue to be peppered with descrip-

tions of grandiose marriages of the socially significant. Just as one

was a political nobody, once upon a time, if one did not figure in

the Radia tapes, one is a social nobody if one does not have an

invite to the destination marriages of the high and mighty. 

Arguably, elitism is a universal phenomenon and the crass dis-

play of conspicuous expenditure has never been so applauded in

any part of the world. The enumeration can go on because every-

one is targeting sales. Magazines and newspapers sell with the

search for ‘#Me too’ stories. Crass descriptions of the social elite

largely make it to the politically prime space.  What does not get

attention is how the old and the infirm are unable to even access

the so-called public systems. The almost regular diet of rape sto-

ries has gradually yielded way to the goings-on of shelter homes.

Nevertheless, political jingoism continues to be a fine art. The nation,

resilient and rooted as it is, would have borne all this stoically but

for the fact that there seems to be an increasing crisis of faith. 

While all this is going on, fashion and appearance conscious-

ness is at an all-time high. Related products are the best-selling

ones in the market. Nothing wrong with that. However, reported-

ly, the book publishing industry is in a crisis. Library budgets are

being cut. Notwithstanding the noise one way or another, even Indian

employers are not searching for Indian degree holders. 

Recognition in educational institutions and careers is a reflect-

ed glory of laurels earned abroad. This has to change. The last

four years were expected to set us on this route firmly and square-

ly. Who knows, the corners will be turned in the coming few months?

Has not the poet said, “For hope springs eternal in human breast.” 

(The writer is a well-known management consultant)
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When priorities

went askew

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

The nation, resilient and rooted as it is, would have
borne all the problems but for the fact that there

seems to be an increasing crisis of faith

SWAPNA MAJUMDAR

FOREIGNEYE

As both Pakistan and India
continue to trade barbs, a
powerful reality in their
equation sits like a silent
spectator. The leaderships
of both countries need to
pull back from the strident
rhetoric that they have
been employing against
each other. Perhaps the
trade potential that sits
silently between them can
be some inducement
towards this end.

(The Dawn)

PUSHING TRADE
BETWEEN INDIA
AND PAKISTAN
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PTI n PANAJI

The commerce and industry
ministry has sent the final

proposal of new industrial pol-
icy to the Cabinet for approval,
Union minister Suresh Prabhu
said. 

“We have sent the final
Cabinet note. We have also pre-
pared an  action plan for the
implementation of the policy,”
Commerce and Industry
Minister Suresh Prabhu told
said.

The new industrial policy
aims at boosting manufactur-
ing sector growth, promote
foreign technology transfer
and attract overseas invest-
ments.

The policy would have
some financial implications as
the government may provide
incentives for use of frontier
technologies like artificial intel-
ligence, Internet of things, and
robotics. 

It aims at promoting
emerging sectors and mod-

ernising existing industries. It
will also look to reduce regu-
latory hurdles, cut paper work
and support emerging and new
sectors. The ministry would be
setting up an elaborate machin-
ery including a steering com-
mittee for effective implemen-
tation of the policy.

As part of the policy, indus-
trial health clinics could be set
up to deal with sickness in the
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) which
are the backbone of the coun-
trys industrial architecture. 

The Department of
Industrial Policy and
Promotion (DIPP) in August
last year floated a draft indus-
trial policy with an aim to cre-
ate jobs for the next two
decades, promote foreign tech-

nology transfer and attract
$100 billion FDI annually. 

This will be the third
industrial policy after the ones
released in 1956 and 1991.  It
will replace the industrial pol-
icy of 1991 which was prepared
in the backdrop of balance of
payment crisis.

It would be outcome ori-
ented actionable policy that
provides direction and charts a
course of action for a globally
competitive Indian industry
that leverages skill, scale and
technology.

The development assumes
significance as India is aiming
at increasing the contribution
of manufacturing sector in the
GDP to 25 per cent by 2020,
from the current level of about
16-17 per cent.

New industrial policy for

Cabinet approval: Prabhu

We have sent
the final
Cabinet note.
We have also
prepared an
action plan for
implementatio
n of the policy,
says Minister

PTI n MUMBAI

The outcome of the contro-
versial demonetisation

drive would have been “signif-
icantly better” if “simple things”
like introducing `2,000 cur-
rency notes were avoided,
banker Uday Kotak has said.

The executive vice chairman
and managing director of the
fourth largest private sector
lender Kotak Mahindra Bank
has also said small businesses are
in a difficult situation at present
and has welcomed the Governm
ent focus to revive the sector.

On demonetisation, he said
the outcomes would have been
different if it was planned well.

“I think we would have had
significantly better outcomes, if
we had just thought about
simple things. If you are taking
out `500 and `1,000 notes, why
would you introduce `2,000
notes? “Kotak asked while
speaking at former chief eco-
nomic advisor Arvind
Subramanians book launch
here over the weekend.

Kotak said as part of the

“execution” strategy, it was essen-
tial to ensure larger quantum of
notes of the right denomination
were made available.

If such things were under-
taken, “we would have been
talking very differently today
than now,” he said.

But Kotak claimed that for
the financial sector, demoneti-
sation has been a “huge boon”.

He said the growth in
financial savings have been
“unbelievable”, which has also
led to a challenge of risk man-
agement.

On November 8, 2016,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
surprised all by announcing a
withdrawal of the `500 and
`1,000 notes, claiming to curb
black money and fake notes.
But the final numbers have dis-
proved all the calculations
wrong as 99.3 percent of the
cancelled notes worth close to
`15.8 trillion has come back to
the system.

This was immediately fol-
lowed with the introduction of
`2,000 note by RBI the same
evening. Later, the Central
bank has also introduced a
`200 denomination notes.

On the small businesses
sector, he pitched for more
focus saying the sector is
impacted.

“I believe that the SME sec-
tor has taken a significant amount
of pain. Getting credit for them
is tough even now”, he said.

He also welcomed latest
Government moves for the
sector.

Modi surprised all
by announcing
withdrawal of
`500 and `1,000
notes, claiming
to curb black
money, fake
notes

After two years, Uday
Kotak now says DeMo
was poorly executed

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Government has man-
dated preference to be

given to domestically-manu-
factured vehicles with mini-
mum 65 per cent local content
in public procurement of auto-
mobiles, according to an offi-
cial notification.

As per the new norms
notified by the Heavy
Industries Ministry with an aim
to “encourage Make in India”
and to promote manufacturing
and production of goods and
services locally, “preference
shall be provided by all
Government procuring entities
to domestically manufactured
automobile and automotive
components”.

The notification applies to

automobiles based on internal
combustion (IC) engines
including two and three wheel-
ers, passenger vehicles and com-
mercial vehicles and compo-
nents or spares required for their
manufacture and maintenance. 

The percentage of local
content required to qualify as
domestically manufactured
automobile has been set at 65
per cent, it said.

On the other hand, for
auto components the percent-
age of local content required to
qualify as domestically manu-
factured has been set at 60 per
cent, the notification added.  

The new norms have
already come into effect and
would be reviewed after March
31, 2019. They shall remain
valid till a revised notification

is issued. 
“The local supplier at the

time of tender, bidding or
solicitation shall provide self-
certification that the item
offered meets the minimum
local content and shall give
details of the location(s) at
which the local value addition
is made,” said the notification.

In cases where the pro-
curement is for a value over `10
crore, the local supplier shall
provide a certificate from the
statutory auditor or cost audi-
tor of the company (in the case
of companies) or from a prac-
tising cost accountant or prac-
tising chartered accountant (in
respect of suppliers other than
companies) giving the per-
centage of local content, it
added. 

Govt mandates preference to ‘Make
in India’ vehicles in procurement

The instability in the market
that occurred due to

demonetisation is not affecting
homebuyers anymore, now real
estate sector is on the upswing,
says Prasoon Chauhan, CEO,
HomeKraft in his interaction
with The Pioneer. Here are
excerpts of his conversation
with Vikas Kumar.

Tell us about the
HomeKraft and its functions?

HomeKraft is promoted
by ATS Group and Geetambar
Anand. This company has two
shareholders, one is ATS,
which holds 80 % shares, and
another is HDFC Capital,
which holds 20 % shares. This
is the joint venture of these two
companies and now we are
coming up with five more pro-
jects in the next one-year. Our
focus is on mid-income group,
which starts from ̀ 40-70 Lakh
and all our projects are quali-
fied for PMAY (Pradhan
Mantri Awaas Yojna). So cus-
tomers are taking all benefits
under PMAY, which includes
GST, carpet Area and others.

What steps you are taking
to avoid pollution at your
sites?

We are following all guide-
lines under NGT in terms of
dust, pollution and all. We are

complying fully with them for
our projects.

So who are your biggest
customers?

Our biggest customers are
middle class and lower middle
class people whose income
starts from `50K to `1 lakh.

Effects of demonetisation
in real estate sector?

I think its been two years
so there is no effect as such

now. And customers who are
buying flats, which starts from
`40 Lakh, I dont think so they
are affected by demonetisation.

What are the new tech-
nologies your company is tak-
ing during construction to
meet the good quality?

We are doing our con-
struction from Mivan
Technology for shuttering and
other construction related
activities, we are importing

this technology.  There are
two-three benefits of this tech-
nology. One is cost efficiency
because initially infrastructure
takes huge cost, but, later-on
with repetition, costs are dras-
tically minimised. Secondly, it
saves a lot of time. In addition,
you dont need to do plaster the
walls from outside.

Whats the Market sce-
nario?

Market scenario is good;
we are getting good response
from the customers. Our
Monthly sales are at 70-75
flats.

Your ongoing projects?
We only have one ongoing

project — Happy Trails —
located near to Sector-10,
Greater Noida West. And we
are about to launch another
projects next year.

How Metro extension will
help you?  What are your pro-
jections in terms of
Marketing?

Recently, Greater Noida
Authority passed this propos-
al.  Since our project is locat-
ed near the Metro Station, it is
pretty easy to commute.  Yes, it
will help us a lot in terms of our
selling and connectivity.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Differences have cropped
up between the Heavy

Industry Ministry and the NITI
Aayog over a proposal by the
think tank to levy a Feebate on
two-wheelers to subsidise elec-
tric vehicles for promoting
green mobility.

According to sources, the
ministry has flagged concerns
to the Aayog over the intro-
duction of a Feebate especial-
ly on a mass mode of transport
like two-wheelers as it could
not only lead to a hike in
prices but also practical chal-
lenges associated with the col-
lection of the tax once intro-
duced.

“Feebate has been pro-
posed by the NITI Aayog, they
say they will collect funds
through Feebate and use that as
a subsidy for electric vehicles.
We have explained to them that
there is already a 16 per cent
Feebate in place as EVs attract
12 per cent GST whereas the
IC-engine vehicles attract 28
per cent,” said a senior Heavy
Industry Ministry official.

The Heavy Industry
Ministry implements schemes
and policies for the develop-
ment of Indias automobile sec-
tor.

“About 2 crore two-wheel-
ers are sold in India every year.
The NITI Aayogs calculation is
that even if you charge a Feebate

of `500 per two-wheeler, you
raise about `10,000 crore.
However, there is an issue of
who will collect it as now all
cesses have been subsumed
under the GST,” said the official.

An e-mail seeking com-
ments from the Government
think-tank on Feebate
remained unanswered.

The idea of Feebate, a sys-
tem of charges and rebates in
which energy-efficient or envi-
ronment-friendly practices are
rewarded whereas failure to
adhere to such practices is
penalised, was mooted in two
reports supported by the Niti
Aayog in the run-up to Indias
first Global Mobility Summit

held in September this year.
The report titled

Transforming Indias Mobility
had suggested using the feebate
mechanism to incentivise the
use of green mobility tech-
nologies and identifying poten-
tial mechanisms and develop a
regulation for incentivising
green mobility technologies
with a feebate mechanism.

It had cited the example of
London, a city that imposes
congestion charges during
weekday working hours to
vehicles entering the city cen-
tre.

Another report titled
Goods On The Move had
observed that applying a fee-

bate concept to urban access
would charge trucks to enter
the city during congested peri-
ods while incentivising them
enter during nighttime hours,
with both costs and savings
likely being passed through to
the receivers of those goods.

“Such an approach would
not only reduce the cost of
goods delivery made off hours,
crucial for small shops with
thin margins serving customers
with limited budgets but would
also reduce overall congestion
within the city both by reduc-
ing traffic during peak times as
well as by reducing illegal park-
ing,” said the report supported
by Niti Aayog. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) plans to have

remote as well as mirror image
air traffic control systems as it
looks to save costs and put in
place reliable back up options
in case of any system failures,
a senior official said.

The national airports oper-
ator is now in the process of
preparing a common tender
platform to seek entities that
can provide remote Air Traffic
Control (ATC) systems.

According to the official,
the AAI is also looking to have
“mirror image” control of a
busy ATC tower in another
ATC tower. For example, if
there is any failure of a system
at a busy airport then opera-
tions there can be controlled
from another place till things
are restored, he added.

The AAI official said the

idea of remote ATC is techni-
cally doable and is happening
in a few smaller airports in
northern Europe. 

Since there are different
aspects in the systems being
offered by different players, the
official said it is now working
on having a common tender
platform.

“We are trying to under-
stand little more about tech-
nology and trying to see how
it can be made into a biddable
pattern. It is being done inter-
nally .... It is an experimental
area and will significantly cut
down costs,” he said.

With mirror image control
along with remote ATCs, it
would be cost saving as well as
having a back up in case of any
failures.

Remote towers concen-
trate ATC at one central loca-
tion instead of having resources
at each single airport, which
would help in having synergies
and savings.

Currently, airports have
manned towers to provide
ATC services. With remote
towers, there would be a video-
based surveillance for such
services. 

AAI plans remote
mirror image control
of busy ATCs
Idea of remote
ATC is
technically
doable and is
happening

PTI n NEW DELHI

Public sector lender Punjab
National Bank (PNB) has

put up for sale two dozen non-
performing assets to recover
dues of over `1,779 crore.

These 24 dud loan
accounts are majorly concen-
trated in Mumbai, Delhi and
Kolkata zones of the bank.

Two accounts belong to
Chandigarh and Bhopal zones
while one is of Patna zone, as per
the sale notice on its website.

“We intend to place these
accounts for sale to
ARCs/NBFCs/other banks/FIs
etc on the terms and conditions
stipulated in the banks policy,
in line with the regulatory
guidelines,” PNB said.

The bank has to make
recovery of `1,779.18 crore
from these 24 non-performing
assets (NPAs).

Among the major borrow-
ers are Vandana Vidyut with an
outstanding amount of ̀ 454.02
crore, Moser Baer Solar
(`233.06 crore), Divine Vidyut
(`132.66 crore), Visa Resources
India Ltd (`115.20 crore),
Allied Strips (`118.81 crore),
Arshiya Northern FTWZ Ltd
(`96.70 crore), Birla Surya

(`73.58 crore) and Trident
Tools (`68.81 crore).

The sale process is to be
handled by the Stressed Assets
Targeted Resolution Action
(SASTRA) Division of the
bank.

The submission of finan-
cial bids will be only through
e-auction method, which will
take place on the portal of the
bank, it said.

The last date for evincing
interest in these accounts is
December 10, PNB said. The e-
bidding process will take place
on December 21.

PNB, hit by a massive
`14,000-crore scam allegedly
perpetrated by jeweller duo
Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi,
has enhanced its recovery
mechanism by forming the
Stressed Asset Management
Vertical (SAMV) and SASTRA.

The bank posted a stagger-
ing loss of `4,532.35 crore for
the second quarter of the cur-
rent fiscal on rising bad loans.

Its gross non-performing
assets (NPAs) as a proportion
of gross advances rose sharply
to 17.16 per cent (`81,250.83
crore) at the end of September
2018, from 13.31 per cent
(`57,630.11 crore) a year ago. 

PNB invites bids for two

dozen NPA accounts to

recover `1,179 crore

Noteban effect on real estate no more 

PTI n KOLKATA

The Kolkata Port Trust on
Sunday received second

cape size dry bulk cargo ves-
sel at Sandheads, a senior
KoPT official said.

“This is the first time that
the entire 1.65 lakh tonne
cargo in this voyage is meant
for Haldia. This vessel will
offload its entire cargo here
and not move to other east
coast port,” Kolkata Port
Trust chairman Vinit Kumar
added.

The MV Cape Mary, is
carrying coal and will offload
1,00,000 tonne at sand heads
and another 65,000 tonne at
a new lighterage point opened
by KoPT near Sagar island
with help of floating cranes,
he said.

The first cape size vessel,
MV Samjohn Solidarity, last
year with similar cargo on
account of Adani Enterprises
Ltd, called upon KoPT but
had discharged 1 lakh tonne
of coal before making onward
journey to other East coast
port.

KoPT gets first

1.6 lakh tonne

full cape

vessel cargo

Niti, Heavy Industries Min differ over levy on 2-wheelers to subsidise EVs

PTI n NEW DELHI

India missed a golden oppor-
tunity to implement a fully

computerised tax administra-
tion system way back in the late
70s as a proposal by TCS was
rejected by the then finance
minister Charan Singh, claims
a new book.

Management strategist-
researcher Shashank Shah has
come out with the book titled
“The Tata Group: From
Torchbearers to Trailblazers”,
coinciding with the completion
of 150 years of The Tata Group
and the death anniversary of
JRD Tata on November 29.

According to the author,
after nationalisation of banks
by the Indira Gandhi govern-
ment in 1969, there was declin-
ing business with banks as the
Centre did not want comput-
ers in India.

“It believed that comput-
erisation would lead to mass
unemployment. It is contextu-
al to mention a fact that few
know,” he claims.

Shah says that it was TCS
(Tata Consultancy Services)
that had developed the now
ubiquitous permanent account
number (PAN) system for the

income tax department in 1977.
“Impressed by the output,

the company was given an
assignment to computerise the
total processing of income tax.
However, Charan Singh, then
Finance Minister, decreed that
there would be no computeri-
sation in the finance ministry
as it could create unemploy-
ment!” he writes in the book,
published by Penguin Random
House India.

“If implemented then,
India would have been far
ahead of several countries
through a fully computerised
tax administration system,”
Shah claims.

It is mandatory to quote
PAN on return of income, all
correspondence with any
income tax authority.

From January 1, 2005, it
has become mandatory to
quote PAN on challans for
any payments due to the I-T
Department.

The book is replete with
other little-known facts about
The Tata Group.

Among these is about Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose and
Mahatma Gandhi helping in
maintaining industrial harmony
at Tata Steel plants in the 1920s.

Between 1920 and 1924,
Tata Steel, which then had the
largest industrial force any sin-
gle Indian company had in
those years, witnessed three
strikes, the book says.

“At such a tumultuous time,
Mahatma Gandhi arrived in
Jamshedpur to mediate. Along
with eminent freedom fighter
Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das
and CF Andrews, he tried to
rekindle the relationship
between the management and
the workers,” it says.

Bose sided with the workers
and battled for their rights by
negotiating a historic settlement.
He became the Jamshedpur
Labour Associations leader and
would regularly visit Jamshedpur
to engage with the workers,
Shah writes.

“However, Boses involve-
ment had reduced by 1932. He
was also imprisoned by the
British government as part of
the freedom movement.”

The Tatas invited Rajendra
Prasad and Jawaharlal Nehru to
arbitrate between the workers
and the management. 

“Their prompt arrival indi-
cated the importance of Tata
Steel in the larger priorities of
national leadership.”

TCS developed PAN system for I-T in 1977,
Charan Singh was not impressed: Book
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Scheme NAV 1Yr %
Tata Digital India 14.12 32.65
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Technology 56.37 25.07
Fund(G)
SBI Technology Opp 60.65 24.93
Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Digital India 49.89 20.65
Fund(G)
Franklin India Technology 150.65 17.5
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru US Bluechip 26.18 16.67
Equity Fund(G)
Reliance US Equity Opp 14.23 16.4
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Intl. Equity 20.3 13.21
Fund-A(G)
Franklin India Feeder - 27.3 12.21
Franklin U.S. Opportunities 
Fund(G)
DHFL Pramerica Global 16.91 11.18
Equity Opp Fund(G)
Kotak US Equity Fund(G) 15.9 9.23
Aditya Birla SL Global Real 19.03 9.14
Estate Fund(G)
Tata Index Fund-Sensex 87.6 9.11
Plan(G)
HDFC Index 315.32 9.09
Fund-Sensex(G)
Axis Bluechip Fund(G) 26.69 8.94
Reliance Index 17.56 8.56
Fund - Sensex Plan(G)
DSP US Flexible Equity 23.68 8.31
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram World Brand 13.84 7.7
Fund-Sr II-Reg(G)
Sundaram World Brand 14 7.65
Fund-Sr III-Reg(G)
Reliance Pharma Fund(G) 148.07 7.55
SBI Banking & Financial 16 7.35
Services Fund-Reg(G)
Axis Multicap Fund-Reg(G) 10.73 7.3
ICICI Pru FMCG Fund(G) 228.41 7.04
IDFC Nifty Fund-Reg(G) 22.01 6.45
HDFC Index Fund-NIFTY 96.83 6.31
50 Plan(G)
UTI Nifty Index Fund-Reg(G) 69.42 6.26
Tata Index Fund-Nifty 64.38 6.13
Plan(G)
SBI Nifty Index Fund-Reg(G) 91.57 5.82
ICICI Pru Global Stable 14.72 5.75
Equity Fund(G)
UTI Equity Fund-Reg(G) 132.29 5.55
Reliance Index Fund - Nifty 17.87 5.48
Plan(G)
ICICI Pru Nifty Index Fund(G) 102.94 5.35
Franklin India Index 84.6 5.14
Fund-NSE Nifty(G)
Aditya Birla SL Index Fund(G) 104.77 5.09
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-2(DP) 11.2 4.97
IDBI Nifty Index Fund(G) 19.69 4.75
Axis Long Term Equity 41.87 4.7
Fund(G)
Canara Rob Bluechip Equity 22.99 4.69
Fund-Reg(G)
Canara Rob Equity Tax Saver 60.27 4.53
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Magnum Equity ESG 97.04 3.93
Fund-Reg(G)
DHFL Pramerica Large Cap 11.85 3.9
Fund-2-Reg(G)
Kotak India EQ Contra 49.05 3.84
Fund(G)
DSP Global Allocation 11.86 3.58
Fund-Reg(G)
Edelweiss Large Cap 33.09 3.47
Fund(G)
Canara Rob Consumer 36.69 3.09
Trends Fund-Reg(G)
Reliance Japan Equity 12.31 2.93
Fund(G)
JM Large Cap Fund(G) 64.51 2.86
Axis Focused 25 Fund(G) 26.1 2.84
Canara Rob Equity Diver 123.73 2.77
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Focus(G) 165.15 2.62
Axis Midcap Fund(G) 33.91 2.17
ICICI Pru Business Cycle 13.96 2.05
Fund-2(G)
UTI Mastershare-Reg(G) 114.1 1.86
Invesco India Largecap 26.76 1.63
Fund(G)
Mirae Asset Great Consumer 32.79 1.59
Fund-Reg(G)
Parag Parikh Long Term 23.28 1.59
Equity Fund-Reg(G)
UTI MNC Fund-Reg(G) 194.46 1.54
Tata India Pharma & 8.62 1.52
Healthcare Fund-Reg(G)
Tata India Consumer 17.26 1.42
Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL CEF-Global 23.27 1.4
Agri-Reg(G)
Mirae Asset India Equity 47.11 1.23
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI Dividend Yield 61.63 0.75
Fund-Reg(G)
Invesco India Tax Plan(G) 48.19 0.69
ICICI Pru Multicap Fund(G) 272.15 0.66
Principal Focused Multicap 60.88 0.63
Fund(G)
Sundaram Large and Mid 32.1 0.63
Cap Fund(G)

Tata Banking & Financial 16.69 0.44
Services Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru India Recovery 16.67 0.42
Fund-4(G)
ICICI Pru LT Equity Fund 346.06 0.07
(Tax Saving)(G)
L&T India Large Cap 25.18 -0.04
Fund-Reg(G)
DSP World Agriculture 15.74 -0.09
Fund-Reg(G)
Invesco India Growth Opp 31.66 -0.16
Fund(G)
Mirae Asset Tax Saver 16.27 -0.18
Fund-Reg(G)
Baroda Banking & Fin 20.54 -0.19
Serv Fund(G)
HDFC Top 100 Fund(G) 449.63 -0.48
Reliance Large Cap Fund(G) 32.06 -0.48
DSP World Mining 7.45 -0.52
Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak Standard Multicap 32.44 -0.54
Fund(G)
DSP World Energy 12.5 -0.59
Fund-Reg(G)
Edelweiss Emerging Markets 11.66 -0.72
Opp Eq. Offshore Fund-Reg(G)
DSP Top 100 Equity 193.17 -0.73
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Bluechip Fund(G) 39.29 -0.73
Invesco India Financial 51.16 -0.99
Services Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL India 77.51 -1.02
GenNext Fund(G)
Reliance Capital Builder 12.16 -1.22
Fund-II-B(G)
Invesco India Contra Fund(G) 44.9 -1.3
Kotak Bluechip Fund(G) 215.23 -1.31
Aditya Birla SL Global 11.94 -1.45
Commodities Fund(G)
Invesco India Feeder - 12 -1.46
Invesco Global Equity Income 
Fund(G)
UTI Value Opp Fund-Reg(G) 56.55 -1.54
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-1(DP) 10.32 -1.55
Motilal Oswal Focused 20.52 -1.65
25 Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Frontline 210.66 -1.66
Equity Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL MNC Fund(G) 727.7 -1.67
Edelweiss Large & Mid Cap 29.13 -1.71
Fund-Reg(G)
IDBI Diversified Equity 20.39 -1.78
Fund(G)
DHFL Pramerica Large Cap 154.31 -1.81
Fund(G)
IDBI Equity Advantage 25.72 -1.83
Fund-Reg(G)
Principal Dividend Yield 51 -1.89
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Tax 30.18 -2.01
Relief '96(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-5(G) 14.55 -2.02
Sundaram Global Advt(G) 16.01 -2.03
UTI India LifeStyle 24.77 -2.04
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Tax Adv 12.84 -2.09
Fund-Sr I-Reg(G)
Reliance Quant Fund(G) 23.96 -2.15
Baroda Large Cap Fund(G) 13.38 -2.26
L&T Equity Fund-Reg(G) 78.19 -2.28
SBI Consumption Opp 112.15 -2.32
Fund-Reg(G)
Tata Large & Mid Cap 189.3 -2.34
Fund(G)
Tata Large Cap Fund(G) 202.53 -2.34
Kotak Tax Saver Scheme(G) 40.76 -2.36
Franklin India Taxshield(G) 530.71 -2.49
Reliance Multi Cap Fund(G) 91.45 -2.51
IDFC Large Cap 30.33 -2.51
Fund-Reg(G)
Reliance Banking Fund(G) 252.21 -2.53
Aditya Birla SL Equity 684.7 -2.57
Fund(G)
BNP Paribas Large Cap 81.46 -2.59
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Intl. Equity 17.63 -2.82
Fund-B(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-8(D) 10.08 -2.91
Sundaram LT Tax Adv 13.83 -3
Fund-Sr II-Reg(G)
SBI Focused Equity 127.65 -3.08
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Discovery 136.27 -3.1
Fund(G)
JM Multicap Fund(G) 29.35 -3.31
Franklin India Bluechip 433.68 -3.31
Fund(G)
JM Tax Gain Fund(G) 15.66 -3.34
Edelweiss Multi-Cap 13.57 -3.35
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Banking & Fin 57.79 -3.39
Serv Fund(G)
SBI BlueChip Fund-Reg(G) 36.19 -3.41
Sundaram Value 15.08 -3.5
Fund-II-Reg(G)
DSP Focus Fund-Reg(G) 21.41 -3.56
Franklin India Equity 553.98 -3.67
Fund(G)
SBI Large & Midcap 207.63 -3.68
Fund-Reg(G)
Principal Nifty 100 Equal 67.78 -3.74
Weight Fund(G)
DHFL Pramerica LT Equity 13.34 -3.82

Fund-Reg(G)
Mirae Asset Emerging 48.6 -3.82
Bluechip-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Focused 27.51 -3.84
Equity Fund(G)
Sundaram Fin Serv Opp 37.45 -3.89
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Focused 54.67 -3.91
Equity Fund(G)
HDFC Capital Builder Value 278.6 -4.08
Fund(G)
HDFC Equity Fund(G) 606.84 -4.09
IDFC Core Equity 42.81 -4.2
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru R.I.G.H.T Fund(G) 40.51 -4.25
UTI Healthcare Fund-Reg(G) 82.05 -4.37
DHFL Pramerica Euro Equity 12.92 -4.37
Fund(G)
Kotak Equity Opp Fund(G) 110.19 -4.45
DHFL Pramerica Tax Plan(G) 28.91 -4.49
SBI Magnum Multicap 44.71 -4.53
Fund-Reg(G)
Franklin India Equity 75.4 -4.61
Advantage Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Banking & 26.1 -4.99
Financial Services 
Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Growth Opp 104.85 -5.05
Fund-Reg(G)
Reliance Close Ended 16.82 -5.08
Equity Fund-II-A(G)
IDBI India Top 100 Equity 22.38 -5.13
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-15(G) 9.99 -5.31
SBI Equity Opp Fund-Sr 14.8 -5.31

I-Reg(G)
L&T Tax Advt Fund-Reg(G) 52.17 -5.31
Tata Ethical Fund(G) 151.13 -5.33
JM Core 11 Fund(G) 8.18 -5.47
DHFL Pramerica Diversified 12.39 -5.56
Equity Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Small Cap 41.15 -5.57
Fund-Reg(G)
Invesco India Feeder - 10.08 -5.76
Invesco Pan European Equity 
Fund-Reg(G)
Principal Global Opportunities 26.16 -5.91
Fund(G)
DSP Tax Saver Fund-Reg(G) 43.82 -5.96
Motilal Oswal Multicap 35 24.65 -6.02
Fund-Reg(G)
DSP Equity Fund-Reg(G) 35.43 -6.07
Templeton India Equity 43.68 -6.2
Income Fund(G)
L&T Long Term Advantage 48.23 -6.2
Fund-I(G)
Invesco India Midcap 45.8 -6.22
Fund(G)
Tata Equity P/E Fund(G) 127.12 -6.24
ICICI Pru Value Fund-11(G) 11.52 -6.34
UTI LT Equity Fund 80.31 -6.37
(Tax Saving)-Reg(G)
Reliance Value Fund(G) 68.79 -6.37
IDFC Multi Cap Fund-Reg(G) 87.76 -6.41
Tata India Tax Savings 16.53 -6.41
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI Core Equity 58.92 -6.46
Fund-Reg(G)
Motilal Oswal Long 16.21 -6.46
Term Equity Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Healthcare Opp 117.59 -6.86
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-2(D) 10.34 -6.92
ICICI Pru Large & Mid 302.69 -6.93
Cap Fund(G)
Canara Rob Emerg Equities 86.67 -6.99
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-3(D) 9.92 -7
IDFC Tax Advt(ELSS) 52.52 -7.56
Fund-Reg(G)
Edelweiss Long Term Equity 43.28 -7.7
Fund (Tax Savings)-Reg(G)
SBI Magnum 132.9 -7.78
TaxGain'93-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Exports & Services 53.05 -7.85
Fund(G)
Kotak Global Emerging 14.51 -8.04
Mkt Fund(G)
Franklin Asian Equity Fund(G) 19.73 -8.08

Principal Multi Cap 134.75 -8.08
Growth Fund(G)
Principal Personal Tax 184.92 -8.1
saver Fund
SBI Tax Advantage 22.09 -8.14
Fund-III-Reg(G)
Franklin India Prima 893.21 -8.14
Fund(G)
BNP Paribas Long Term 35.32 -8.15
Equity Fund(G)
Edelweiss Eur Dynamic 9.98 -8.19
Equity Off-shr Fund-Reg(G)
SBI LT Advantage 12.04 -8.29
Fund-IV-Reg(G)
SBI Magnum Global 162.8 -8.44
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Rural and 39.34 -8.44
Consumption Fund(G)
UTI Banking and Financial 88.49 -8.54
Services Fund-Reg(G)
Franklin India Opportunities 67.92 -8.59
Fund(G)
DSP Equity Opportunities 203.21 -8.6
Fund-Reg(G)
Principal Tax Savings Fund 196.89 -8.72
Sundaram Diversified 93.66 -9.08
Equity(G)
Principal Emerging Bluechip 98.78 -9.09
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Nifty Next 50 23.85 -9.13
Index Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-3(DP) 9.65 -9.17
ICICI Pru Value Fund-4(G) 20.45 -9.19
ICICI Pru Value Fund-10(G) 10.93 -9.22
L&T India Value Fund-Reg(G) 33.7 -9.27

L&T Large and Midcap 44.66 -9.35
Fund-Reg(G)
Edelweiss Gr China Equity 23.62 -9.4
Off-Shore Fund-Reg(G)
DSP Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 50.45 -9.51
Reliance Close Ended Equity 22.18 -9.51
Fund-B(G)
DSP World Gold 10.28 -9.57
Fund-Reg(G)
JM Value Fund(G) 29.26 -9.59
Franklin India Focused 36.52 -9.66
Equity Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-9(G) 11.21 -9.67
Aditya Birla SL Mfg. Equity 12.98 -9.74
Fund-Reg(G)
IDBI Nifty Junior Index 20.3 -9.87
Fund(G)
Reliance Growth Fund(G) 1032.78 -9.92
ICICI Pru Midcap Fund(G) 91.06 -10.39
Kotak World Gold Fund(G) 7.38 -10.39
HDFC TaxSaver(G) 483.38 -10.4
HDFC Mid-Cap 51.28 -10.42
Opportunities Fund(G)
Reliance Consumption 60.88 -10.55
Fund(G)
BNP Paribas Multi Cap 43.68 -10.85
Fund(G)
SBI Tax advantage 32.89 -10.86
Fund-II(G)
Invesco India Multicap 45.08 -11
Fund(G)
Kotak Emerging Equity 35.71 -11.2
Scheme(G)
L&T Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 128.57 -11.4
ICICI Pru Value Fund-1(D) 10.24 -11.52
Franklin Build India Fund(G) 37.69 -11.54
Sundaram Select Small 12.98 -11.75
Cap Series-IV-Reg(G)
Templeton India Value 238.52 -11.82
Fund(G)
IDFC Focused Equity 34.65 -12.16
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Dividend Yield 15.74 -12.17
Equity Fund(G)
IDFC Sterling Value 48.96 -12.2
Fund-Reg(G)
Reliance Focused Equity 42.94 -12.22
Fund(G)
Tata Mid Cap Growth 126.05 -12.23
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Dividend 153.51 -12.38
Yield Fund(G)
L&T Emerging Businesses 23.92 -12.39
Fund-Reg(G)

Sundaram Select Small 12.93 -12.42
Cap Series-III-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Equity 378.27 -12.72
Advantage Fund(G)
Motilal Oswal Midcap 30 23.19 -12.9
Fund-Reg(G)
IDBI Midcap Fund(G) 10.3 -13.08
UTI LT Adv Fund-III(G) 12.84 -13.16
Sundaram Select Micro 28.49 -13.22
Cap-Series IV-Reg(G)
Baroda ELSS 96(G) 41.17 -13.38
Sundaram Select Micro 29.95 -13.46
Cap-Series III-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro 30.64 -13.52
Cap-Series I-Reg(G)
DSP Natural Res & New 30.12 -13.67
Energy Fund-Reg(G)
IDBI Small Cap Fund(G) 9.17 -13.73
Sundaram Select Micro 30.41 -13.76
Cap-Series II-Reg(G)
UTI Focussed Equity 12.44 -13.88
Fund-I(G)
Edelweiss Mid Cap 24.72 -13.96
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI LT Adv Fund-V(G) 9.22 -14.07
Reliance Small Cap 38.59 -14.08
Fund(G)
DHFL Pramerica Midcap 17.1 -14.29
Opp Fund-Reg(G)
Invesco India Infrastructure 15.8 -14.41
Fund(G)
Baroda Mid-cap Fund(G) 8.45 -14.56
SBI Contra Fund-Reg(G) 100.32 -14.62
HDFC Focused 30 Fund(G) 71.33 -14.71
UTI Mid Cap Fund-Reg(G) 95.6 -14.77
Tata Infrastructure Tax 22.61 -14.9
Saving Fund(G)
Tata Resources & Energy 13.19 -14.95
Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Midcap 274.36 -15.02
Fund(G)
Tata Infrastructure Fund(G) 50.85 -15.29
ICICI Pru Infrastructure 46.42 -15.35
Fund(G)
Sundaram Mid Cap Fund(G) 438.78 -15.43
Kotak Small Cap Fund(G) 66.96 -15.86
SBI LT Advantage 12.05 -15.89
L&T Infrastructure 15.39 -15.95
Fund-Reg(G)
L&T Business Cycle 14.28 -16.04
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI Infrastructure 47.91 -16.23
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Magnum Comma 33.27 -16.29
Fund-Reg(G)
Franklin India Smaller 50.6 -16.74
Cos Fund(G)
SBI LT Advantage 12.5 -16.78
Fund-II-Reg(G)
UTI Transportation & 99.04 -16.98
Logistics Fund-Reg(G)
DSP India T.I.G.E.R 83.04 -16.98
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI LT Adv Fund-IV(G) 9.91 -17.08
SBI Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 48.74 -17.1
SBI Magnum MidCap 68.49 -17.32
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI LT Advantage 12.17 -17.59
Fund-I-Reg(G)
Reliance Vision Fund(G) 493.08 -17.62
BNP Paribas Mid Cap 29.98 -17.75
Fund(G)
SBI Infrastructure 13.43 -18.39
Fund-Reg(G)
Canara Rob Infrastructure 41.97 -19.77
Fund-Reg(G)
Reliance Power & Infra 92.61 -20.13
Fund(G)
Kotak Infra & Eco Reform 18.23 -20.24
Fund(G)
Reliance Tax Saver (ELSS) 52.45 -20.32
Fund(G)
Invesco India PSU Equity 15.75 -20.53
Fund(G)
Sundaram Infra Advantage 29.39 -21.17
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Infrastructure 29.49 -21.9
Fund(G)
DSP Small Cap 51.74 -22.21
Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Pure Value 49.65 -22.27
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Smallcap Fund(G) 22.5 -22.28
Aditya Birla SL Small Cap 32.91 -22.5
Fund(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap 8.35 -23.39
Tax Adv Fund-Sr V-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro 12.68 -23.5
Cap-Series X-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Emerging 13.53 -23.99
Leaders Fund-3-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Emerging 12.18 -24.77
Leaders Fund-7-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Emerging 14.02 -24.91
Leaders Fund-4-Reg(G)
IDFC Infrastructure-Reg(G) 14.04 -25.68
SBI PSU Fund-Reg(G) 9.26 -27.02
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax 8.52 -27.15
Adv Fund-Sr IV-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax 10.02 -27.48
Adv Fund-Sr III-Reg(G)
Sundaram Small Cap Fund(G) 76.31 -28.21
HDFC Infrastructure Fund(G) 15.04 -30.24
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SOON C-SECTIONS TO BE
PERFORMED BY ROBOTS
London: Robotics are expected to
become so sophisticated, hospitals
may not need surgeons. Controlled
by healthcare assistants, the
machines will soon be delivering
babies by carrying out C-sections
as well as other surgeries, say
experts.

TWITTER CEO UNDER FIRE
FOR MYANMAR TWEETS
San Francisco: Twitter's chief
executive Jack Dorsey, who faces a
lawsuit for hurting Hindu
sentiments during his visit to India
in November, now faces criticism
for promoting Myanmar as a tourist
destination despite widespread
allegations of human rights abuses
in the country.

PAK FM QURESHI TO VISIT
AF ON DEC 15
Islamabad: Pakistan Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi
will visit Afghanistan on December
15 to hold talks with top Afghan
leadership on "political
reconciliation and durable peace" in
the war-torn country. 

IRAN TO STAGE MILITARY
DRILLS IN INDIAN OCEAN
Tehran: Iran's navy has planned to
stage large-scale military drills in
the Indian Ocean in the coming
months, the media reported.

IRAN ARRESTS FOUR IN
SUICIDE BOMBING CASE
Tehran: Four persons suspected of
being involved in Thursday's deadly
attack in Iran have been arrested on
Saturday, an official said. At least
three persons, including the
attacker, were killed and 48 others
injured in the attack at the
Chabahar's police hq in Sistan.

London: Thousands of protes-
tors marched through London
in support of Brexit on Sunday
amid tight security measures in
place by Scotland Yard.

The pro-Brexit march
through London, dubbed the
"Brexit Betrayal" march, was
met by a counter-protest at the
same time but taking different
routes.

The Metropolitan Police
had earlier urged protesters to
keep their demonstrations
peaceful but indicated it is
taking no chances against the
backdrop of some violent clash-
es during the "Yellow Vests"
street protests in the neigh-
bouring French city of Paris
over the weekend.

"The right to protest is a
fundamental right in our
democratic society, but this
right must be balanced against
the right of people to go about
their day without fear of vio-

lence, disorder or disruption,"
said Met Police Deputy
Assistant Commissioner
Laurence Taylor.

"Experience has shown us
that when groups with con-
flicting views come together it
can create tension and disorder,
not just on the day itself but in
the longer term,” he said,
adding that the force would
"adopt a robust arrest policy on
anyone who attends and is
intent on violence and disor-
der".

The Met Police has said it
would keep the two rival sides
apart by issuing two separate
routes for them to follow
though the West End. 

The conditions have been
imposed under Section 12 and
14 of the UK's Public Order
Act, 1986.

Far-right group English
Defence League (EDL) founder
Tommy Robinson has joined

the pro-Brexit march called by
the anti-Europe UK
Independence Party (UKIP),
with the counter-protesters
including groups like Unite
Against Fascism and grass-
roots group Momentum rally-
ing together against the "far-
right extremists".

UKIP said its march
against the "Brexit Betrayal"
would be "the largest pro-
Brexit event of the year".

Some of their banners refer
to politicians committing "trea-
son", also referring to the
British prime minister, Theresa
May, "Treason May".

"Be there to show you want
to Dump the Deal and that
Brexit means Exit," said UKIP
leader Gerard Batten, who has
angered members of his own
party by appointing Robinson
as an adviser. 

UKIP's prominent former
leader, Nigel Farage, had

stepped down from the party
recently expressing his anger at
the party's swing towards
extreme right-wing politics.

"This march isn't about
Brexit, it's about far-right
extremists dressing up in suits
and pretending to be
respectable," said Opposition
Labour Party's shadow chan-
cellor John McDonnell, as he
called on people to take to the
streets against the “poison” of
the far-right.

Meanwhile, a rally is also
taking place in London organ-
ised by pro-EU group Best for
Britain and the People's Vote
campaign for another referen-
dum to revisit the June 2016
vote in favour of Brexit ahead
of a crucial House of Commons
vote on Prime Minister May's
controversial Withdrawal
Agreement struck with the
European Union. 

PTI

Thousands turn out for pro- and anti-Brexit marches in UK

People take part in an anti-fascist counter-demonstration against the "Brexit Betrayal Rally" led by English far-right activist
Tommy Robinson who serves as a political adviser to the Leader of the UK Independence Party in central London on Sunday  

AP

Kano: Two soldiers were killed
when suspected Boko Haram
fighters loyal to factional leader
Abubakar Shekau attacked a
military base in northeast
Nigeria, security sources told
AFP on Sunday.

The twin gun and suicide
attacks happened early Saturday
evening at Gulumba village, in
the Bama district of Borno state.

The use of human bombs is
a hallmark of the Shekau faction,
which is known to operate in the
area. 

Last month, Shekau released
a video claiming attacks against
troops in Gulumba.

"We lost two soldiers and

two more were injured in the
attack by the Shekau faction,"
said one military source.

"The terrorists came in nine
gun trucks with a suicide
bomber at about 5:50 pm (1650
GMT) and attacked the base." 

A second source said the sui-
cide bomber tried to infiltrate the
base but was "neutralised" by
troops. He also said two sol-
diers were killed and two others
were injured.

"The terrorists faced stiff
resistance and were forced to
withdraw," he added. Neither
source wanted to be identified as
they were not authorised to
speak to the media. AFP

Paris: French Prime Minister
Edouard Philippe on Sunday
vowed to "restore national
unity" after violence during the
weekend forced police to use
tear gas and rubber bullets
against the "yellow vest"
demonstrators, who protested
against fuel tax rises and high
living costs, leading to over
1,700 arrests.

However, the violence on
Saturday that was the fourth
one was not on the same level
as the week earlier, the BBC
reported.

Discussions with peaceful
protesters "must continue",
Philippe said, adding "No tax
should jeopardise our nation-
al unity. We must now rebuild
that national unity through
dialogue, through work, and by
coming together."

He said President
Emmanuel Macron, who many
protesters felt should stand
down, would soon "put for-
ward measures to foster dia-
logue".

French Interior Minister
Christophe Castaner praised
police, who had been deployed
in force, for containing much
of the unrest.

Castaner, who warned that

the number of arrests increased
due to the violence in Paris and
some other cities added that
118 demonstrators were known
to have been injured along
with 17 police officials.

During protests on
December 1, 201 civilians and
284 police personnel were
injured amid scenes of urban
guerrilla tactics.

French authorities
deployed a huge police force
and used water cannons, tear
gas and, for the first time in 40
years, a dozen armoured cars.

The first clashes between
police and protesters occurred
last Saturday morning in the
Champs Elysees, the Yellow
Vests' main meeting point.

With a view to prevention,
and following the December 1
vandalism, most businesses in
the threatened areas remained
closed, starting with the big
department stores. 

Also shut were the monu-
ments and museums of Paris
like the Eiffel Tower and the
Louvre.

In addition, from the early
hours, 36 subway stations
remained closed.

Other disturbances took
place around the country,

including Bordeaux, Toulouse,
Marseilles, Lyon and Nantes.

Demonstrations by the
Yellow Vests movement began
as a protest against increased
taxes on fuel planned for 2019,
a ruling that was annulled this
week by the government.

Many still demand the res-
ignation of Macron as they
continue to demand an
increase in social spending on
pensions and education, slash-
ing taxes, improving infra-
structure, curtailing immigra-
tion and ending the privatisa-
tion of public services, among
many other issues.

In a tweet late on Saturday,
Macron thanked the security
forces for their "courage and
exceptional professionalism"
against the "gilets jaunes" pro-
testers.

The yellow vests are so-
called because they have taken
to the streets wearing the high-
visibility yellow clothing that is
required to be carried in every
vehicle by French law.

Over the past few weeks, the
social media movement has
morphed from a protest over fuel
prices to a leaderless spectrum of
interest groups and differing
demands, the BBC said. IANS

Bejing: "Super-Earths" and
Neptune-sized planets could be
forming around young stars in
much greater numbers than
scientists thought, a new
research by an international
team of astronomers suggests.

The findings, based on a
survey of young stars in a star-
forming region in the constel-
lation Taurus, showed many of
them to be surrounded by
structures that can best be
explained as traces created by
invisible, young planets in the
making. 

"This is fascinating because
it is the first time that exoplanet
statistics, which suggest that
super-Earths and Neptunes are
the most common type of
planets, coincide with obser-
vations of protoplanetary
disks," said lead author Feng

Long, a doctoral student at
Peking University in Beijing,
China.

The research, published in
the Astrophysical Journal, helps
scientists better understand
how our own solar system
came to be.

Using the Atacama Large
Millimeter Array, or ALMA,
comprising 45 radio antennas
in Chile's Atacama Desert, the
team performed a survey of
young stars in the Taurus star-
forming region, a vast cloud of
gas and dust located a modest
450 light-years from Earth. 

When the researchers
imaged 32 stars surrounded by
protoplanetary disks, they
found that 12 of them -- 40 per
cent -- have rings and gaps,
structures that according to the
team's measurements and cal-

culations can be best explained
by the presence of nascent
planets.

The Neptune-sized gas
planets or so-called super-
Earths -- terrestrial planets of
up to 20 Earth masses -- were
found to be the most common.
Only two of the observed disks
could potentially harbour behe-
moths rivalling Jupiter, the
largest planet in the solar sys-
tem.

"Since most of the current
exoplanet surveys can't pene-
trate the thick dust of proto-
planetary disks, all exoplanets,
with one exception, have been
detected in more evolved sys-
tems where a disk is no longer
present," explained Paola
Pinilla, from the University of
Arizona in the US. IANS

French PM seeks ‘unity' as
‘yellow vest' arrests cross 1,700

People dressed in Santa Claus costumes arrive at the finish line after taking part in a morning run in Madrid on Sunday AP

Boko Haram kills

two soldiers in

Nigeria attack

Washington: US President
Donald Trump has said the
White House Chief of Staff
John Kelly will leave his job at
the end of the year.

Trump called Kelly "a great
guy," while speaking to
reporters at White House on
Saturday, Xinhua reported.

"He's been with me almost
two years now, between two
positions," he said. "I appreci-
ate his service very much."

The US President said he
would announce Kelly's suc-
cessor "over the next day or
two".

Kelly, Trump's second
Chief of Staff, took over the
position from Reince Priebus
in July 2017. 

Before that, he was the
Trump administration's first
Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security.

IANS

Kabul: A total of 10 militants,
including a Taliban key com-
mander Mawlawi Nasratullah,
were killed in Afghanistan's
Faryab province on Sunday, an
Army spokesperson said.

The security forces, acting
upon an intelligence report,
attacked a Taliban gathering in
Dawlat Abad district in the wee
hours of Sunday, killing 10 rebels
on the spot, Xinhua news agency
reported.

According to the official, 15
more insurgents have been
arrested in the ongoing opera-
tions. Nasratullah was an impor-
tant Taliban commander in
Faryab province and his elimi-
nation could prove to be a major
setback to the insurgents in the
area, the official said. Militants
have not commented yet. IANS

Jerusalem: Israel's Army said
on Saturday it had located
another tunnel crossing into its
territory from Lebanon, the
second such find since launch-
ing an operation to expose and
destroy alleged Hezbollah
"attack tunnels".

"The IDF has located an
additional Hezbollah cross-
border attack tunnel,"
spokesman Lieutenant
Colonel Jonathan Conricus
said, refusing to give details on
its precise location or dimen-
sions.

"The tunnel crosses into
Israel, like the first tunnel it is
not yet operational and does
not pose an imminent threat
to Israeli communities," he
said in a briefing with jour-
nalists. AFP

Yerevan: Armenians on
Sunday were voting in parlia-
mentary elections triggered
years ahead of schedule by
reformist leader Nikol
Pashinyan, who is aiming to
cement his political authority in
the post-Soviet country.

The 43-year-old former
journalist became prime min-
ister in May after spearheading
weeks of peaceful anti-gov-
ernment rallies that ousted
veteran leader Serzh Sarkisian.

He has pledged to root out
endemic corruption and
address widespread poverty,
earning him supporters in the
impoverished landlocked
nation of about three million
people.

However Pashinyan's
reform drive was stalled for
months by opposition from
Sarkisian's ruling party which
dominated the National
Assembly until his calculated
resignation triggered parlia-
ment's dissolution last month.

"After the elections, we
will be developing Armenian
democracy and make an eco-
nomic revolution happen,"
Pashinyan told journalists after
casting his ballot, pledging to
"hold free, fair, and transparent
elections." 

At a polling station in cen-
tral Yerevan voters expressed
optimism about the political
change promised by Pashinyan
and venting their anger at for-
mer corrupt officials.

"Thanks to the revolution,
we will finally have fair elec-
tions," 72-year-old pensioner
Parzik Avetisyan told AFP.

"I voted for the positive
change promised by Nikol
(Pashinyan)," he added.

AFP

Washington: The decline of
the Arctic sea ice cover may
have temporarily slowed
down, despite climate change
and global warming, a NASA
study has found.

As temperatures in the
Arctic have warmed at double
the pace of the rest of the plan-
et, the expanse of frozen sea-
water that blankets the Arctic
Ocean and neighbouring seas
has shrunk and thinned over
the past three decades.

The end-of-summer
Arctic sea ice extent has almost
halved since the early 1980s.

A recent NASA study
found that since 1958, the
Arctic sea ice cover has lost on
average around two-thirds of

its thickness and now 70 per
cent of the sea ice cap is made
of seasonal ice, or ice that
forms and melts within a sin-
gle year.

However, at the same time
that sea ice is vanishing quick-
er than it has ever been
observed in the satellite record,
it is also thickening at a faster
rate during winter.

This increase in growth
rate might last for decades, a
new study accepted for publi-
cation in Geophysical
Research Letters found.

This does not mean that
the ice cover is recovering,
though. It us just delaying its
demise, researchers said.

PTI

Katowice (Poland): As the
first week of the crucial UN
climate summit ended this
weekend, businesses, investors,
local authorities, trade unions
and NGOs on Sunday called
upon the European Union to
commit to significantly
increase the current climate
commitments by 2020, in
order to secure a successful
outcome of the summit.

Stakeholders standing
together as the Coalition for
Higher Ambition urged the
EU governments attending
the 24th Conference of the
Parties to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate
Change, known as COP24, to
respond to the landmark 1.5
degrees Celsius
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) report

with urgency and also scaled
up ambition.

The first week of the talks
delivered limited progress on
technical issues, but most deci-
sions that are expected from
this COP, including a com-
mitment to strengthen all
countries' climate pledges by
2020, are left to the ministers,
who will be attending the
summit this coming week.

To stimulate progress of
the talks, the EU needs to do
its best to convince all coun-
tries to support such a com-
mitment.

The EU brought new
ambition to the negotiating
table, but it is the increase of
the short-term emission cuts
by 2030 that will make or
break our response to the cli-
mate crisis. IANS

Rio De Janeiro: Several women
have come forward in Brazil to
accuse an internationally
known self-proclaimed spiritual
healer of sexually abusing them
under pretext of trying to "cure"
them of depression or other
problems.

The allegations against Joao
Teixeira de Faria, 76, better
known as "Joao de Deus" ("Joao
of God") were made late Friday
on a program on the widely
viewed Globo Television net-
work.

A Dutch choreographer

identified as Zahira Leeneke
Maus and nine Brazilian
women who remained anony-
mous accused Faria of making
them masturbate him or per-
form fellatio, which he insisted
was the only way to transfer his
"cleansing" energy to them.

Maus also told the program
that Faria had raped her. The
associated O Globo newspaper
later reported that it had spo-
ken to two other women who
gave similar accounts of sexu-
al abuse by Faria, bringing the
total to a dozen.

All the women said they
were aged in their 30s when the
alleged acts took place between
2010 and early this year in
Faria's "spiritual hospital" in the
town of Abadiania, close to the
capital Brasilia.

Globo's G1 news website
cited a statement from Faria's
press service saying he had
used his powers to treat thou-
sands of people over the past 44
years and "he vehemently
rejects (allegations of) any
improper practice during his
treatments."

Faria's reputation reaches
far beyond Brazil, with follow-
ers in the United States, Europe
and Australia.

Oprah Winfrey, the US
television celebrity and pro-
ducer, visited Faria in 2013 to
look into his "miracles." Several
media outlets have done criti-
cal investigations into Faria's
claims of healing, and some
uncovered previous allegations
of sexual abuse and other
improprieties for which Faria
has never been prosecuted. 

AFP

London: Facebook CEO must
put an end to far-right activists'
fundraising on the social net-
working platform, said British
Labour leader Tom Watson,
while criticising Mark
Zuckerberg for having a "con-
tempt for social responsibility",
the media reported.

According to a Guardian
report, Tommy Robinson, a
British far-right activist with
more than 1 million followers
on Facebook, has been receiv-
ing financial, political and
moral support from a hidden
global network of US think-
tanks, right-wing Australians
and Russian trolls. 

Robinson, whose real
name is Stephen Yaxley-
Lennon, has raised hundreds of
thousands of pounds through
online donations, some via the
social network.

Although Facebook has
disabled Robinson's access to
the donate tool, meant to be

reserved for charities alone, but
supporters visiting Robinson's
Facebook profile continued to
be directed towards his website
where they could make dona-
tions through a form, the
British daily reported on
Saturday.

A Facebook spokesperson
confirmed the action.

"We have removed the
"Donate Now" button from
this page. This function is only
available for pages that list
themselves as a "charitable
organisation" and allows them
to link to an external webpage
of their choice. As this page is
for a person we have now
removed this," the spokesper-
son was quoted as saying.

Facebook is Robinson's
main social network after
Twitter suspended him for
claiming "Islam promotes
killing people" in March, the
report claimed.
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New York: Jared Kushner, US President Donald Trump's son-
in-law and senior advisor, continued talks with Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman even after the October 2 killing
of journalist Jamal Khashoggi who was ambushed and dis-
membered by Saudi agents in Istanbul, The New York Times said
in a report.

As the killing set off a firestorm around the world and
American intelligence agencies concluded that it was ordered by
Prince Mohammed, Kushner became the Prince's most impor-
tant defender inside the White House, The Times quoted
informed sources as saying in the report issued on Saturday.

Since the early months of the Trump administration,
Kushner had been having private, informal conversations with
the Prince.

Given Kushner's political inexperience, the private exchanges
could make him susceptible to Saudi manipulation, said three
former White House officials. 

In an effort to tighten practices at the White House, a new
Chief of Staff tried to reimpose longstanding procedures stipu-
lating that National Security Council staff members should par-
ticipate in all calls with foreign leaders.

IANS

Kushner continued talks with
Saudi Crown Prince after
Khashoggi's death: NYT
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NEW LPG SCHEME REDUCED AIR POLLUTION

SLEEP IN CHILDHOOD RELATED TO BETTER BMI 

In line with the Make in India initiative, global medical

device maker Meril Life Sciences launched its first

indigenously designed and manufactured artificial aortic

valve for patients who are at a high risk or unwilling to

undergo open heart valve replacement surgery.

The Transcatheter Aortic Heart Valve Replacement

(TAVR), which will be sold

under the brand name Myval,

is a minimally invasive

procedure in which the

doctor places a artificial valve

into the patient's diseased

valve via a catheter inserted

through the femoral artery (large

artery in groin). 

“Meril is the first Indian company to commercially

make this therapy available in the country. They will soon

bring the next generation treatment modality to thousands

of patients across the country and globally,” said Sanjeev

Bhatt, VP corporate strategy, Meril Life Sciences. 

WASP VENOM OFFERS HOPE FOR LUNG AILMENTS

MIT engineers have developed

new antimicrobial peptides,

which can combat bacteria

causing respiratory and other

infections, based on a naturally

occurring peptide produced by

a South American wasp.

The venom of insects such as wasps and bees is full of

compounds that can kill bacteria. Unfortunately, many of

these compounds are also toxic for humans, making it

impossible to use them as antibiotic drugs.

However, in a study over mice, the team repurposed a

toxin normally found in Polybia paulista — a South American

wasp — to create variants of the peptide that are potent

against bacteria but non-toxic to human cells. They found

that their strongest peptide could completely eliminate

Pseudomonas aeruginosa — a strain of bacteria that causes

respiratory and urinary tract infections and is resistant to

most antibiotics.

Is your child facing trouble in sleeping, parents take note. Regular

and sufficient sleep from early childhood may be important for

gaining healthy body weight in adolescence, suggests a new study.

The study revealed that those who had no bedtime routine at

age nine had shorter self-reported

sleep duration and higher body mass

index (BMI) at age 15, when compared

to those children with age-appropriate

bedtimes.

“We think sleep affects physical

and mental health, and the ability to

learn,” said Orfeu Buxton, professor

from the University of Pennsylvania in the US. “Parenting practices in

childhood affect physical health and BMI in the teenage years.

Developing a proper routine in childhood is crucial for the future

health of the child,” Buxton added. Previous studies have shown that

poor sleep can affect academic performance, as well as contribute to

death and cases of heart disease and stroke.

If you are a very shy
kind of person, you are
more likely to suffer
from "hangxiety" —
anxiety during a
hangover — as
compared to your
extrovert friends, a new
study suggests. The
study showed that, among the participants, drinking
about six units of alcohol slightly decreased anxiety in
highly shy people. But the next day, this slight relaxation
was replaced by a significant increase in anxiety — a
state of “hangxiety” among the shy drinkers. The
research team also found a strong link between this
“hangxiety” and higher scores on the AUDIT test which is
used to identify alcohol use disorder (AUD) in highly shy
people. 
“We know that many people drink to ease anxiety felt in
social situations, but this research suggests that this
might have rebound consequences the next day,” said co-
author Celia Morgan, professor at the University of Exeter. 
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BEING SHY CAN PUT YOU AT ‘HANGXIETY' RISK

The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY), a pet project
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that aims to provide
every household Liquid
Petroleum Gas (LPG)
replacing wood or coal fuel,
has been found useful in
tackling household air pollution, a new report said.

The study released by the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI),
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and The Lancet,
stated that in 2017 in India 12.4 lakh deaths were caused
due to air pollution, of which 4.8 lakh were due to
household air pollution.

“There is increasing political momentum in India to
address air pollution. Household air pollution is reducing in
India. The findings systematically document the variations
among states, which would serve as a useful guide for
making further progress in reducing the adverse impact of
air pollution in the country,” said Proffesor Balram
Bhargava, secretary, health research, Ministry of Health. 

FIRST ARTIFICIAL HEART VALVE TECHNOLOGY 

It’s only after you’ve stepped outside your comfort zone that you begin to change, grow, and transform.
— Roy T. Bennett

Spirituality for
peace and stability
A civilised community does not
guarantee progress and prosperity
for a healthy living, says RAJYOGI

BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI
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The event of physical birth brings an individual into con-
tact with a particular culture, community, race, religion and

nation from the very beginning of his life.  As he grows in that
environment, his personality is moulded by various groups,
influences and, in turn, he also influences these groups.
Everyone indeed, has to participate in the life of these vari-
ous groups because no one can live unto himself alone, cut off
from all others. And, it is no doubt true that by relating one-
self meaningfully with others one is able to enrich their life at
least upto a stage. But one thing that results from participa-
tion in group life is that, gradually, man develops cultural, intel-
lectual and emotional ties with, and loyalties towards, these
groups, as a result of which one difficulty that crops up from
these ties is that man begins to conceive humanity in this lim-
ited sense and considers those who are in his group as his own
and others, who are not of this group, as aliens. He shares the
sense of oneness with only a small section of people belong-
ing to a community and does not have the feeling of belong-
ing to the world community. 

In such a state of mind, he
does not admit to his

obligations beyond the
frontiers of rights and
duties to the group.
This, sooner or later,
poses a problem, for
man’s narrow loyal-
ties create prejudices
which take the form
of misunderstanding
or ego-centric behav-
iour towards others
initially and then bicker-
ings and finally conflict.
This then becomes the great-
est danger to peace and stabili-
ty. The fact that a person or a community is civilised is no guar-
antee for stability and progress if the people are not prepared
to make even a little sacrifice for the common good of all, in
which their own well-being is also  ensured. So, the mantra
for peace, progress and prosperity of all is to tune our mind
to the wisdom, summed up in the famous Sanskrit saying:
Sarvay bhavantu suhkina, sarvay santu niramaya... which means
‘Let all be happy and prosperous, and let all be healthy’. 

Unless and until this forms the basis of our politics, econom-
ics and business or industrial management, conflict, con-

frontation, tension and turmoil will always remain. But the
question is how can we cultivate this attitude? For this, the sec-
ond mantra is Vasudhaiv kutumbakam.. which means that the
whole world is our family. Without this ancient spiritual wis-
dom, neither can we have peace nor can we make constant
progress. 

Now this happy condition, in which man has a feeling of
belonging to the world-family rather than a small group can

be brought about if people are soul-conscious rather than body-
conscious. As a soul, one is a member of the great human fam-
ily and one feels concerned for others who are not even phys-
ically related to him in any way. It is through spirituality that
one can continue to belong to a particular ethnic or racial group
and yet, at the same time, go beyond all this because one will
have global, rather than provincial or narrow perspective. It
is spiritualism alone that reduces ethnocentricism and increas-
es knowledge and appreciation of others and mutual respect
between all human beings. It is this which can create stabili-
ty and peace. The most urgent need at present, therefore, is
for such spiritual education that creates in man the awareness
of belonging to world-family under the Fatherhood of God.

A96-year-old khap panchayat leader admits
that it’s time for the winds of change to
blow in and that girls need to be nurtured

rather than destroyed though he knows he can-
not overturn a system that had taken hold for cen-
turies with just one diktat. “Let’s do small things
to push the big change,” he says. Meanwhile, a vil-
lage bard sings against female foeticide at a busy
square, encouraged by menfolk out to do their
chores. And then there’s a simple father, who was-
n’t allowed to  celebrate the birth of his daugh-
ter, and has now turned gender campaigner. From
the darkest corners of Haryana, filmmaker
Vibha Bakshi found ordinary men taking on the
extraordinary fight to change the narrative on
masculinity. She found her heroes after ridding
herself of stigma, her urban myths and by living
in that community and building trust. And once
she discovered the hidden truth, she partnered
with the United Nations to distribute the film to
priority countries as part of encouraging the “He
for She” movement. 

“Unless men are part of the struggle,  we will
not win our fight for equality. It’s not about him
vs her or us vs them. We’re in this together. This
isn’t a woman’s issue, it’s humanity’s issue, so we’ve
got to be in this together. When we bring up
exclusionist words like feminists, suddenly we find
the men are going even further and that’s so not
the point,” the Boston-based researcher and film-
maker told us. It was another reason why she did
not want a celebrity attached to the project
because the moment you add one, the film stops
being the star. “The issue is the star here,” she said. 

The making of the film is a story in itself as
Bakshi, while   scouting for locales, found an ad
that read, “Go for foeticide and save millions later.”
Essentially that meant, kill the girl before she ends
up splitting the property that only boys can lay
claim to. “The boy-girl ratio in Haryana is the
worst or lowest in the country today. So much
so that they are getting girls from tribal villages,
from remote pockets like Bihar and Assam, to
bear children. These hired brides have no legal
rights because they are technically not married,
there’s  no paperwork. Can you believe
it? She goes from the devil to the
deep blue sea.  Such brides are
even exchanged with other men
once their reproductive role has
been fulfilled. Besides, the skewed
sex ratio has forced a sense of denial
and frustration among men. That is
why Haryana also has one of the high-
est rates of gangrapes in the country.
It is a cycle. They started the killing and
now they themselves are in trouble. They
have no option but to heal themselves and
society. I have attempted to catch this surg-
ing story.”

Bakshi has consistently made films on stop-
ping violence against women and has been laud-
ed for both her features, Daughters of Mother India
and now Son Rise. Dealing with the sensitive issue
of the Nirbhaya rape in her first, she realised that
it would be impossible to make that film if she
was not sensitive with the Delhi Police. “It would
have been easy for me to sensationalise and play
the blame game. I had the issue of rape, I had cops

and that was a deadly mix. But   I made a respon-
sible film and rather than stereotyping the cops

as apathetic, I tried to see the case from their
point of view and how they, too, were hedged
in while handling the case. It was the same
with Haryana. With all the notorious sta-
tistics and skewed birth ratios, I could have
again taken the sensational route but we
decided we would leave people with hope
when we made Son Rise.”

She hopes that every man who
watches this film comes out clapping
his hands. “I really hope he claps and
says, you know what? If they can do
it, I can do it. I’m going to stand up

and change the narrative. It’s in the form
of documentary. No retakes, everything was

found on the ground. I opened the film with hon-
ouring the people of Haryana, who were brave
enough to break the conspiracy of silence.
Everyone in Haryana helped me tell the story. UN
is a tough jury to clear. So the fact that they have
cleared it gives us more strength and they see a
possibility of this film setting off a movement,”
she said.  Interestingly, the men, who are part of
the film come from different occupations and
castes. “We went into remote villages out of the
Google map footprint. Yet what was admirable

was that men, who had grown up in the under-
belly of patriarchy only seeing biases, were able
to rise above themselves,” she said. 

She chanced upon her subjects at the most
unexpected of places. Once while crossing a
gaushala, she could hear singing and clapping.
“We followed the music and found this bard atop
a bullock cart articulating the thoughts of the now
dead female foetus.  Full throated, he sang, ‘Oh
the killers of daughters, I’m going to come one
day and tell the truth.’ So he’s the voice from the
womb which will assume physical birth one day.
You would not believe it but there was a crowd
of a 1,000 people around him,  80 per cent of
whom were men. The bard told me that he was
quite popular and, therefore, had decided to use
his skill to spread social messages because he
could entertain and educate. I’m just giving you
a single example. This man has been going from
village to village with his campaign. Initially, he
was doing it himself, today he’s got crowd-fund-
ing going on,” she said. 

Another person she met was a women’s
wrestling coach. He began with an academy for
boys but slowly had the girls coming in. “He is
not like Mahaveer Phogat who trained girls from
his family. He took aspirants from the neighbour-
hood. He told us, ‘I have allowed girls because

truth be told, they’ve done better than the boys
at competitions and so we’ve got to change.’ Still
he was criticised by villagers, who said he had
defiled a man’s sport. The man runs a full-fledged
community akhara, where you see fathers drop-
ping their daughters, waiting patiently while they
practise, feeding them almonds and doing what-
ever it takes for the girls  to succeed. Then we
came upon a village chief who on the birth of his
daughter gave money to the nurses. But the nurs-
es said they could not accept it since it was not
the custom to celebrate a girl’s birth. If it was a
boy, they would have asked for double. He told
us how on a joyous occasion, society reminded
him of his place as the father of a daughter. He
vowed to change the mindset and is now one of
the biggest crusaders to stop gender-based
killings,” she said. 

These men risked social ostracisation and
even banishment to take up this tough fight. “It’s
time now for the men to step up. Otherwise it’s
never going to happen. But for that we have to
try and understand their contexts too. When we
went to shoot we didn’t start filming immediate-
ly. Once the relationship was established, they
completely understood the intent and emotion.
And felt they had the authorship of their story,”
added the filmmaker.  

For Bakshi, this was her toughest story to tell
since she was the only woman in the group. “We
were advised to travel in one big van, just from
a security point of view. But every time we
stopped at a motel, my character assassination
was done on the spot. Like if something happens
to her, it’s worth it. She deserves it because she
is travelling with eight men,” she said. She took
long to break the ice, at first not making direct
eye contact with the men sarpanches. Three
months later, the actual conversation started.
“Then they were leading and taking me every-
where,” she said. 

Bakshi is still in touch with these maverick
men and hopes that with the UN partnership,
their voices will get amplified. “Bas ab bohot
hogaya! We have seen change in Haryana of all
places. That has made me hopeful. I have kept
the producing rights,  so that the film can be
screened for the social good and not be hijacked
by somebody else’s agenda. It must reach as many
people. We are very confident that one million
pledges will be collected next year to change the
way for the girl child. These men have pledged
to change the narrative in whatever way they can.
For their mothers, wives, daughters or sisters or
friends,” she said. 

Asked if she saw a mindset change happen-
ing, Bakshi said, “I had access to the biggest and
the most influential khap leader. He told me how
the oldest member among them, a 96-year-old
patriarch, had said that change must happen to
stop foeticide and shaming offenders was the only
way things could work. I realised that if you want
to do the right thing, it doesn’t matter what gen-
eration you belong to. That leader could barely
stand. But he said ‘the time is now.’ What is most
significant is that this change is organic and has
happened without any exposure to the outside
world. The men have have changed because of
their latent humanity.” . 

Bakshi found that the khaps also had to take
care of their own dynamics. “There are khaps
which are regressive but this leader wanted a
change. What happens is that these insular out-
fits  also have to work with society and if they
radically change overnight, they will  be reject-
ed completely. So they need to plot their moves
carefully. The change has to be gradual. I had
confessed to them how alien I thought them to
be. When we both gave an inch, we got close and
by the end there was laughter,” said the filmmak-
er, who has used Bollywood technicians to tell
her unconventional story. 

Filmmaker 
VIBHA BAKSHI tells
TEAM VIVA how ordinary
men are taking on the
extraordinary fight to
change the narrative on
masculinity in Haryana

The real he for she movement 

Ever wondered what those dif-
ferently shaded small plants

that wash up on the beach, while
you’re strolling around and enjoy-
ing the sea breeze, are? 

Technically speaking, seaweeds
are marine microalgae. They are
autotrophs (making their own food,
just like plants), so all they need is
sunlight and salty/brackish water in
order to thrive. In oceans, micro-
scopic seaweed live suspended by
becoming base of the marine food
chains. The giant ones grow in
abundant forests and look like red-
woods, while their roots touch the
bottom of the sea. The medium sized
seaweeds bloom on the beaches
and shorelines. 

Seaweeds have been known
since ages for various uses. Owing to
the high quality and quantity of com-
mercially important metabolites
produced by them they have been
widely used for various food and
industrial purposes. With further

exploration in the field of science, the
use of seaweeds have been expand-
ed in various sectors, growing pro-
fusely in the field of skincare.

Seaweeds tend to thrive very well
in very salty to very cold waters.
They easily cope up with harsh UV
rays and other climactic stress fac-
tors. It is because of the very effica-
cious metabolites secreted by them,
which protect them from the high-

ly damaging stress factors. The same
metabolites have proven to show
phenomenal results on skin. A few
of the most efficacious and signifi-
cant ones are golden, brown and
sugar seaweed.  

Sugar Seaweed is used to
enhance products’ ability to be a pro-
tective layer against UV rays while
the golden one enhances the skin
barrier functioning, making skin
more tough and resilient against
external stress factors, which can trig-
ger skin ageing. Sugar seaweed
actively increases Keratinocyte dif-
ferentiation (which is the outer pro-
tein found in the epidermis of skin,
which forms a strong protective
barrier for skin). It intensively
increases skin hydration and skin
elasticity, thereby reducing wrinkle

depth. To some extent it can also help
in reactivation of old cells.

The actives of golden seaweed
extracts are often used as global anti-
ageing and skin defence ingredients.
They are procured from shallow
depths of the ocean, wherein there is
magnified UV exposure and high lev-
els of salt; and it thrives there, staying
perfect and resilient. For the same rea-
son, it has been harvested to extract
the potent active and use in luxurious
skin care products. This active protects
the skin’s DNA after exposure to harsh
UV rays and reduces skin inflamma-
tion mediators. These properties are
pivotal for formulating a crème that
is quintessential for a global anti-age-
ing/skin regenerating products.

(The author works for a personal
care brand.)

These marine plants are
great for enhancing
elasticity, anti-ageing and
protection against UV rays,
says skincare expert
TRISHITA MISHRA ADLAKHA

Wonders of seaweed on skin

India’s biggest and most influential Khap Chief with under 1,140 villages under his leadership 



Actress JANHVI KAPOOR will be
awarded ‘Arets Stjerneskudd’ rising
talent of the year by the Norwegian
Consulate General here.
She said, “I made my debut with
Dhadak this year. Our film has been
seen by audience across the globe
since it released worldwide and
many of them including
people staying in Norway
have seen the film and
sent their good wishes
via social media. This
recognition is a pleas-
ant surprise. I am
happy to receive this
honour and humbled
that they chose me
for this honour.”
The felicitation
evening on Tuesday
will also see the
screening of two
acclaimed
Norwegian films
including What
Will People Say,
and The King's Choice.
Among others, Boney Kapoor will
also be present at the event.

Actor JOE ALWYN,
who is dating singer
Taylor Swift, likes to
keep his relation-
ship as private as
possible.
Alwyn says
there is “a very
clear line” for
him of how
much he should
share about his
relationship with
Swift.
“I know what I feel
about it. I think
there's a very clear
line as to what some-
body should share, or
feel like they have to
share, and what they
don't want to and
shouldn't have to,” he
said.
The I knew you were
trouble hitmaker and
the Mary, Queen Of Scots star
have been dating for over a year
and a half.

Janhvi to get
Norwegian honour

Joe won’t talk
about Swift

S
ara Ali Khan, whose debut film
“Kedarnath” has been banned in

Uttarakhand, is “disheartened” by
the move and says the idea behind
the film is “not to divide but unite

peop le” .The
film, set
against the
backdrop of
the natural
tragedy in the
temple town of
Kedarnath, is a
love story of a
Hindu girl
(Sara) and a
Muslim porter
(Sushant Singh
Raput). Those
seeking ban on

the film have accused it of hurting
Hindu sentiments and promoting
love jihad. “The dream was that I
could pass on this story to some
people. We shot the film in
Uttarakhand, we stayed there for 40
days, I have best memories of my
career there. It is very dishearten-
ing to not give back to them because
they have given me so much. And
that is the only real regret,” Sara
said.  The young actor was unable
to understand the reason for the ban
on the film and said she has a dif-
ferent view on “caste and religion”.
“I don't consider ethnicity, religion,
caste as markers and consider
them as divisive. I don't think the
film does either. The film is not about
dividing you, it rather calls for
coming together. I don't know how
people are feeling hurt.” Sara, how-
ever, said she respects the concerns
and as an actor all she can do is give
her 100 per cent to the film. 
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T E C H  T A L K

From Sacred Games to Game of
Thrones, the boundaries that define
popular culture keep expanding

and have become elastic. This has given
space to events like Comic Con to
become a celebrational and promotion-
al platform for brands.

For Amazon Prime Video, Marvel
Studios, Paytm, TVS, Doritos, AXN and
Sony Pix, the platform is a great way to
make inroads with the millions of
youth hooked to multiple OTTs, social
and mainstream media.

For instance, most of the merchan-
dise available at the three-day fiesta and
cosplayers had taken inspiration from
the movies and TV shows that are cur-
rently trending. With Marvel Studios
having dropped its Brie Larson starring
Captain Marvel and Avengers: Endgame
trailers recently and a Marvel space at
the NSIC Okhla, where Comic Con was
held this year, merchandise like Thor’s

hammer had received more
attention, according to

ComicCon India
Founder, Jatin

Varma.
A m a z o n

Prime Video had
b r o u g h t
Mirzapur and
Julia Roberts-
s t a r r i n g

Homecoming to
its experience

zone. When asked
how Mirzapur fits

into the narrative,
Varma said, “Everything in

pop culture fits into Comic Con. Any

content you see on OTT players is part
of pop culture and fits in perfectly.
When building a zone, these partners
bring in anything from Augmented
Reality (AR), Virtual Reality (VR) to
photo booths to gauge the audience’s
attention,” he said.

Also, since Game of Thrones’ last
season will be released in April 2019
merchandise from the George RR
Martin series has been a hit. While DC
Comics had an Aquaman zone this time,
since the movie is going to be released
this month and Mattel, famed for their
patents Hot wheels and Barbie, had a
zone too.

“Cosplay remains one of the biggest
draws and this year we’re pushing for
professional cosplayers so that we cre-
ate amazing costumes. The fun element
comes from regular people trying to cos-
play and having fun with it. The theme
for this year is that everyone can cosplay.
Everyone who’s attending the event can
dress up as someone as simple as Clart
Kent. There are easily two to three thou-
sand cosplayers across the cities where
we conduct the event,” said he.

Varma has also brought Image
Comics, the third-largest comic book
publisher after Marvel and DC to India
for the first time.

“Everyone coming to Comic Con
will get their own volume 1 of Chew,
which is about a US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) agent who solves
crimes by receiving psychic impressions
from food, including people. They are
bringing their own talent,” he said.  

Weeks before the event began their
stalls had been sold, which speaks vol-
umes about its popularity. Big toy
brands and indie artists, equally vied for
space here.

The main highlight this time was
The Night King, Vladimir Furdik, and
only a few had gotten to meet him. A
contest and lottery was conducted dur-
ing the three days to meet him while the
mainstage was open to everyone.

What is pride? How does it dis-
tinguish one’s choices, styles
and legacy? Designer Tarun

Tahiliani believes that pride is the hall-
mark of today’s generation as a mean-
ingful expression of their success. While
their distinct choices define their indi-
viduality, the taste of pride comes from
their self-earned achievements and
accomplishments.

As the designer launch-
es his ready-to-wear col-
lection Pride at the
Blenders’ Pride Fashion
Tour 2018, his new con-
cept urges people to
love the world and
their identity and
the blend which
they represent. 

He says, “It sig-
nifies the emotions
of contemporary
India.” 

He draws
inspiration from
the pride that each
Indian, irrespective
of his religious and
regional identity
and profession,
takes when it comes
to elements that
define the country. 

He explains
what are the new
techniques and
styles that he has
incorporated in
this new collec-
tion. “We have
tried a lot of new
patterns and styles
this time. We have done
more tailoring to take
our structure of draping
to a whole new level. It is
because the aim is to

show an interesting blend of the past and
the present and a telescope into the
future.”

Through a showcase of 40 unique
looks blending historical opulence with
modern interpretation, he aims to

explore and interpret the concept of
‘India Modern’ through fashion by
mixing East with the West.

“I have mixed the two styles and
designed it differently taking the
styling to a more extreme vibe. I have
done new things which are devoid of
embroidery as the concept focusses
at the present moment even though
it is steeped in Indian traditions of
draped form and techniques that
Indian craftsmen have developed over
the years with love.”

He uses VS Naipaul’s A Multiple
Mutinies Now metaphorically to talk

about a million ideas about India’s old
culture that has “existed for a thousand
years, has had many influences due to
numerous foreign invasions.” He says
that the biggest global influence that we
have today is through social media and
technology.

So how have contemporary designs
found inspiration in the Indian histo-
ry?

“Unfortunately, there wasn’t a lot
to find in history because it wasn’t

documented well in India. There
are only the miniatures,
which all look similar.

There was a bit of documen-
tation once the Britishers came in,

which had more to do with Maharajas
and the poverty which was in the drap-
ing style. However, I find a lot of inspi-
ration in those drapes. This is the rea-
son I also go to the Kumbh Mela where
people still dress the way it was years ago.
And I take my inspiration from that,” he
says. 

The collection employs new tailor-
ing and draping in a way that is contem-
porary to India and combines western
notions of cut, silhouettes, construct and
finishing. 

“The lehengas have become lighter
and easier to be carried. They are volu-
minous and fluffy, feminine and have
Indian beading. It carries the sensuali-
ty of the Indian draping.”

He says that a blend of the Western
silhouettes and Indian aesthetics is in the
fact that Indian fashion sense has pro-
vided a platform to push boundaries,
“especially for people like me. I feel excit-
ed about the whole idea of blend
because I always look at the modern
India which in itself is a huge blend.”
However, the designer says that he
“doesn’t care” about whether we have
managed to change the way the West
looks at our fashion and craft. He says,
“I changed the way I looked at craft and
fashion. And now other people too. And
to me that is the most important thing.”

He believes that Indians are incre-
mentally becoming conscious con-
sumers of everyday art. Designs today
flow into the minutest aspects of daily
life like dressing, household utility and
casual meetings. He says, “Design
changes the quality of life. However, this
doesn’t mean that we forget the other
simpler things.”

For him, the “rich Indian heritage’
of textiles has been inspiring. “I have
worked a lot with Chikankari and
Maheshwaris too. I have taken inspira-
tion from the cutworks from Varanasi.
My current love affair is with the
Kanjeevaram fabrics.”

Actress Disha Patani was the show-
stopper of the fashion tour in Gurugram. 

As a birder, I had heard that
if you paid careful attention

to the head feathers on the
downy woodpeckers that visit-
ed your bird feeders, you could
recognise individual birds. This
intrigued me. I tried sketching
birds at my own feeders and
found this to be true.

I knew that researchers had
used machine learning tech-
niques to recognise individual
faces in digital images with a
high accuracy. I thought —
Would it be possible to apply
those techniques to identify
individual birds?

So, I built a tool to collect
data: a type of bird feeder
favoured by woodpeckers and a
motion-activated camera. I set
up my monitoring station in my
yard and waited for the birds.

Image classification
It’s a hot topic in the tech

world. Companies like
Facebook, Apple and Google are
researching to provide services
like auto-tagging of friends in
social media posts, using your
face to unlock the cellphone, and
visual search.

When I started researching,
image classification research
focussed on a technique that
looked at image features such as
edges, corners and areas of sim-
ilar colour. Those approaches
were 70 per cent accurate, using
benchmark data sets with hun-
dreds of categories.

Recent research has shifted

toward the use of artificial neur-
al networks, which identify their
own features proving most use-
ful for classification.
Convolutional neural networks,
the type that we are now using
in our work with birds, are
modified in ways that were
modelled on the visual cortex. 

Progress on bird ID
All the images were taken

from the same perspective, and
fell into limited categories. Only
15 species ever visited the feed-
er. Of those, only 10 visited often
enough to provide a useful basis
for classification. The limited
number of images was a definite
handicap, but lesser categories

worked in our favour. It could
recognise whether the bird in an
image was a chickadee, a
Carolina wren, a cardinal or
other. The project achieved
about 85 per cent accuracy.
Identifying birds in images is an
example of a “fine-grained clas-
sification” task, that is, the algo-
rithm tries to discriminate
between objects that are only
slightly different. Many birds at
feeders are roughly the same
shape so telling the difference
between two species can be
quite challenging.

The challenge ups when
you try to identify individuals.
For most species, it isn’t possi-
ble. The woodpeckers have

strongly patterned plumage but
are still largely similar.

I found that the head feath-
ers of downy woodpeckers
weren’t a reliable way to distin-
guish between individuals,
because those feathers move
around a lot. They’re used by the
birds to express irritation or
alarm. However, the patterns of
spots on the folded wings
seemed to work just fine to dis-
tinguish. Those wing feathers
were almost always visible in our
images, while the head patterns
depended on the angle of the
bird’s head. In the end, we had
2,450 pictures of eight different
woodpeckers. When it came to
identifying individual wood-

peckers, we achieved 97 per cent
accuracy. However, it needs fur-
ther verification.

How can this help birds?
Since many species are very

specific in their habitat needs
when it comes to breeding,
wintering and migration, fine-
grained data could be useful for
thinking about the effects of a
changing landscape. Data on
downy woodpeckers could then
be matched with information,
like land-use maps, weather
patterns, population growth, to
better understand the abun-
dance of a local species.

Recent studies suggest that
it should be possible to train a
classifier using a much broader
group of images, fine-tune it
quickly and with computation-
al demands to recognise birds.

Projects like Cornell
Laboratory of Ornithology’s
eBird are working to monitor
population dynamics, but the
bulk of those data tends to be
from locations where people are
numerous, rather than from
locations of specific interest to
scientists. An automated mon-
itoring station approach could
provide a force multiplier for
wildlife biologists concerned
with specific species or locations.
This would broaden their abil-
ity to gather data with minimal
human intervention.

—AP/Written by Lewis Barnett,
University of Richmond and published

by The Conversation
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JATIN VARMA, founder
of Comic Con India, tells
ASMITA SARKAR how
trends define the fiesta
every year 

‘Cosplay
remains one

of the biggest
draws and this

year we’re pushing
for professional so

that we create
amazing

costumes’

SEX EDUCATION 
The web series is a distinctively honest and
witty look at the universally awkward com-
ing-of-age experience. The dramedy deliv-
ers a healthy dose of nostalgia, taking the
audience back to their high school days,
with a fresh postmodern take on young
adult life, friendships, and attitudes towards
sex, identity, love and everything in
between. It is a contemporary British love-
letter to the classic American high-school
story starring Asa Butterfield as Otis
Milburn, the only child of two sex thera-
pists, and actress Gillian Anderson as Jean
Milburn, his mother, a larger-than-life sex
therapist with no filter.
The show releases on January 11, 2019 on
Netflix. 

BIRD BOX
When a mysterious force decimates the
population, only one thing is certain — if
you see it, you die. The survivors must now
avoid coming face to face with an entity
that takes the form of their worst fears.
Searching for hope and a new beginning,
a woman and her children embark on a
dangerous journey through the woods and
down a river to find the one place that may

offer sanctuary. To make it, they'll have to
cover their eyes from the evil that chases
them — and complete the trip blindfold-
ed. 
Directed by Susanne Bier, the thriller stars
Sandra Bullock, Trevante Rhodes, John
Malkovich. It releases on December 21 on
Netflix.

W E B B E D

MATTER OF PRIDE

Designer TARUN TAHILIANI tells CHAHAK MITTAL how Indian fashion
history was never documented properly

TVF’S THE VIRAL FEVER AND
GIRLYAPA
GOSSIP GIRLS: Shreya Mehta,
Vrushika Mehta,  Meghna Kaur,
Apoorva Arora, Niharika Singh and
Radhika Bangia aka The Gossip Girls
bring the latest from the entertainment
world, all under five minutes. Right
from ‘Who’s Dating Who?’ To ‘What
Makes Actors Tick?!’

WHAT A PLAYER: Looking for more
from the world of sports? Look no fur-
ther, as dancer and actress Samentha
Fernandes presents ‘What A Player’ full
of news and unheard trivia. Find why
Sachin Tendulkar was superstitious
about his pads, and who Saina Nehwal
is set to marry and much more. 

STYLE WAGON: Rule the runway as
actress Barkha Singh and Ayesha
Adlakha spell out what’s in fashion and
a lot more. Stay updated with the fash-
ion trends with this show.

The 

bird 
code

A researcher built a tool to
collect data to identify
individual birds by setting
up a motion-activated
camera and using facial
detection
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TODAY’S FIXTURES

FRA vs CHN 4:45pm

ENG vs NZ 7:00pm

LIVE ON

STAR SELECT NETWORK

PNS n NEW DELHI 

Union Sports Minister
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore

on Sunday launched the jersey
for the second edition of Khelo
India, rechristened as Khelo
India Youth Games, which will
kick start from January 9-20 in
Pune.

Building on the success of
the inaugural edit ion, the
Minister alongside Khelo India
stars Manu Bhaker, Jeremy
Lalrinnunga, Saurabh
Chaudhary, Lakshya Sen, Esha
Singh, Tababi Devi, and Srihari
Natraj started the countdown to
Khelo India Youth Games with
an evocative "#5MinuteAur"
campaign.

Scheduled to take place at
Shree Shiv Chhatrapati Sports
Complex in Pune, the Games will
see over 10,000 participants from
29 states and seven Union
Territories taking part in the two
age categories -- under 17 and
under 21.

In its inaugural edition,
Khelo India had a strong mes-
sage "Kheloge Kudoge Banoge
lajawaab" encouraging more kids
to play every day, it was an
effort towards changing an age-
old belief.

Building on the core of this

message through the
#5MinuteAur campaign, the
Ministry wants India to encour-
age kids to play for those extra
five minutes.

"The success of Khelo India
School Games is a testimony to
the hunger and multitude of
sporting talent in India. Buoyed
by the terrific response for Khelo
India School Games and with an
aim to increase participation in
sports across all age groups, we
have not just added two sports
this year but the games will also
be played under two age cate-
gories U-17 and U-21 to allow
even more enthusiasts to partic-
ipate and flourish," Rathore said.

"The '5 minute aur' campaign
for the Khelo India Youth Games
is a reflection of the immense
strides we've made and the jour-
ney that lies in front of us to
make India a truly sporting
nation. We hope it will inspire
India to work towards incorpo-
rating sports as a way of life,"
Rathore added.

Star India has expanded the
broadcast coverage for the sec-
ond edition. The coverage of the
upcoming season will include
live telecast in five languages
(Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada
and English) and telecast of all 18
disciplines of both age groups. 

AFP n BARCELONA

Lionel Messi stole the show with two
free-kick goals in a blistering display as

Barcelona maintained their lead at the top
of La Liga with a thumping 4-0 derby win
over Catalan rivals Espanyol.

The Argentine superstar curled home
two sensational set-pieces and set up
another goal as he and his teammates
romped to victory at the RCDE Stadium
and made sure Barca kept chasing Atletico
Madrid and Sevilla at bay.

Atleti and Sevilla had moved level on
28 points with Barca on Saturday after
Diego Simeone's side defeated Alaves 3-0
and the Andalusians drew 1-1 at Valencia.

However Messi made sure that Ernesto
Valverde's team kept their place at the top
of the pile with a mesmerising display
alongside front-three partners Luis Suarez
and Ousmane Dembele that left Espanyol
dead and buried by half-time.

"He is extraordinary," said Valverde.
"The free-kicks, the chances on goal that
he creates, what he brings us and what he
take from the opponent...

"It is still very early, La Liga is very
tight, but the idea is to be solid away from

home, knowing that winning is
very difficult against every team."

MAGICAL MESSI
Messi began the rout in the

17th minute with a perfectly
placed free-kick that arched past a des-
perate Diego Lopez, and followed that up

by keeping possession under intense
pressure before providing the pass
for Dembele from which the French
attacker curled in a fine second.

It was then Dembele's turn to
become provider a minute before the

break, slipping in a super through ball that
Suarez somehow took on and squeezed

home from near the byline.
Messi capped a dominant team and

individual display with his second free-kick
of the night, which this time whipped past
Lopez which such venom the Spanish
goalkeeper could barely move towards it.

Mouctar Diakhaby's header in second
half stoppage time for Valencia meant
Sevilla missed the opportunity to stay just
a point behind Barca.

Pablo Sarabia had put the visitors into
the lead nine minutes into the second half
and Sevilla had chances to seal the points
at the Mestalla with Ever Banega and
Andre Silva hitting the post.

AFP n LONDON

Chelsea inflicted champions
Manchester City's first Premier
League defeat of the season as

goals from N'Golo Kante and David Luiz
handed the hosts a 2-0 win at Stamford
Bridge and sent Liverpool top of the
table.

Kante's goal just before half-time
came against the run of play as the vis-
itors dominated the first 45 minutes, but
without the injured Sergio Aguero,
City lacked a cutting edge up front and
Luiz's header 12 minutes from time
sealed a huge win for Chelsea.

Liverpool are now a point clear of
City after Mohamed Salah scored a hat-
trick in a 4-0 victory at Bournemouth
earlier on Saturday.

Chelsea boss Maurizio Sarri
had lost all of his previous three
meetings against City boss Pep
Guardiola and was growingly
increasingly frustrated at his
side's inability to hold possession
as the visitors dominated the first
half.

Raheem Sterling should have scored
when his weak left-footed finish was
placed too close to Kepa Arrizabalaga
before the world's most expensive goal-
keeper also denied Leroy Sane from a
narrow angle.

Yet, for all City's possession, the vis-
itors were stung by a sucker punch just
before half-time as Sarri's decision to
field Eden Hazard as the focal point of
the Chelsea attack and maintain Kante
in an advanced midfield role paid off.

Sarri has resisted calls to return
Kante to the deep-lying midfield role
where he shone in winning the World
Cup with France and Premier League
titles for Leicester and Chelsea at the
expense of Jorginho.

Hazard was finally fed the ball to feet
inside the City box and his pass picked
out Kante, who side-footed the ball high
past Ederson.

The Brazilian goalkeeper had been
a spectator before picking the ball out

his net, but was called into action again
to keep his side in the game just after the
break when he palmed away Willian's
free-kick.

Willian wasted another good chance
on the counter-attack as having been
behind only once before in the Premier
League this season, City were rattled and
rarely threatened to get back in the game
in the second period.

Guardiola's men may also
have to cope without David Silva
for some of the festive season after
the Spaniard hobbled off holding
his hamstring.

Defending set-pieces has
often been a rare Achilles heel for
City and it was exposed when Luiz

made the game safe by rising highest to
Hazard's corner and looping a header
in off the underside of the bar.

SPURS REACH THIRD
Mauricio Pochettino Tottenham

thrust themselves back into the Premier
League title race with a 2-0 victory at
Leicester City ahead of a Champions
League trip to Barcelona in midweek.

The Tottenham manager saw his
side brush the Foxes aside despite
Harry Kane and Christian Eriksen,
two of his most potent  players, playing
only cameo roles off the bench.

Victory in the East Midlands moved
Tottenham back into third, just six
points off the top of the Premier League.

In the absence of Kane and Eriksen,
Son Heung-min came to the fore by
opening the scoring with a left-footed
rocket from the edge of the penalty area
before crossing for Dele Alli to head
home Spurs' second.

PTI n BHUBANESWAR

Germany beat Malaysia 5-3 to main-
tain their all-win record and seal a
direct quarterfinal spot, while

Pakistan suffered a 1-5 defeat against the
Netherlands but still sneaked into the
knock-out stages at the men's hockey
World Cup here on Sunday.

Germany finished on top of Pool D
with nine points from three games, ahead
of second placed the Netherlands (6
points) and third-placed Pakistan (1
point).

While the Germans were through to
the quarterfinals, the Netherlands and
Pakistan managed to qualify for the cross-
overs round.

As per the format of the tournament,
the top team from each of the four pools
will directly qualify for the quarterfinals
while the second and third placed sides will
play cross-over matches against teams of
other pools for the remaining four last
eight berths.

Even though Malaysia (1 point) fin-
ished on same points as Pakistan, the Asian
Games Silver medallist crashed out of the
tournament because of their inferior goal
difference.

The Germans joined two-time cham-
pions Australia, Olympic champions
Argentina and hosts India in the quarter-
finals. The other four places of the last eight
round will be decided from the cross-over
matches.

England play New Zealand while
France will be up against China in the
cross-over matches on Monday, while
Belgium face Pakistan and the Netherlands
will take on Canada in the other cross-over
games on Tuesday.

In the match between the Netherlands
and Pakistan, the Dutch were by far the
better side as they made repeated forays
into their rival citadel.

The Netherlands scored through

Thierry Brinkman (7th minute), Valentin
Verga (27th), Bob de Voogd (37th), Jorrit
Croon (47th) and Mink van der Weerden
(59th) en route to their comfortable win.

Pakistan's lone goal came from the
stick of Umar Bhutta in the ninth minute.

Pakistan played catch-up hockey and
looked a disjointed unit, having no idea
what to do with the ball when it's in their
possession. They mostly relied on counter-
attacks to surprise their higher ranked
opponents but the vast gap of quality
between the two sides was quiet evident
on the turf.

World number 4 Netherlands started
on a bright note and secured their first
penalty corner in the fourth minute but it

was wasted.
Three minutes later, Brinkman gave

the Netherlands the lead with a field strike.
But Pakistan bounced back strongly

and earned three back-to-back penalty cor-
ners, from the last of which Bhutta scored
off a rebound after Ali Mubashar's flick was
saved by Dutch goalie Pirmin Blaak.

In the second quarter, both the
Netherlands and Pakistan traded a penal-
ty corner each but failed to extract any-
thing from the opportunities.

Three minutes from half-time, the
Dutch restored their lead through Verga
who scored a fine field goal after a brilliant
one-two touch play with Seve van Ass.

The Netherlands started from where

they left after the change of ends and
extended their lead in the 37th minute with
a diving effort at the far post from de
Voogd, who tapped in a pass from Jeroen
Hertzberger.

The Dutch continued their onslaught
and secured a couple of penalty corners in
quick time and from one such chance Jorrit
Croon scored to make the scoreline 4-1 in
the European side's favour.

Van der Weerden then converted a
penalty corner a minute from the final
hooter to round off the scoreline and end
Pakistan's agony.

Earlier in the day, Tim Herzbruch
(2nd, 59th minute) and Christopher Ruhr
(14th, 18th minutes) scored two goals each

while Marco Miltkau (39th) scored the
other one for the world number 6
Germans.

Malaysia's all three goals came from
penalty corner conversions by Razie
Rahim (26th, 42nd) and Nabil Noor
(28th).

Both Germany and Malaysia had
their chances but it was the Germans who
were more precise with their finishing
skills.

The Germans started brightly and
raced to a 3-0 lead inside 18 minutes
through goals from Herzbruch and Ruhr.

The Malaysians tried to make a valiant
fightback and managed to reduce the mar-
gin to 2-3 in the 28th minute through goals

from Rahim and Noor.
But, the clinical Germans capitalised

on Malaysia's defensive errors when
Miltkau deflected in a Niklas Wellen's per-
fect lay-off in the 39th minute.

The Malaysians did not give up and
narrowed down the scoreline to 3-4 when
Rahim converted another penalty corner.

The Germans had the last laugh when
Miltkau scored from a counter-attack
just a minute from the final hooter to dash
any hopes of a Malaysian comeback.

Both the teams had numerous scoring
opportunities in the form of penalty cor-
ners. While Malaysia earned as many as
eight penalty corners, the Germans
secured seven in the match. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Jaipur Pink Panthers came up with
an accomplished performance to

beat Tamil Thalaivas 37-24 in the Inter
Zone Challenge Week of Vivo Pro
Kabaddi Season 6 in Vizag. 

Deepak Hooda (9 points) was the
architect of their victory and was ably
supported by Anand Patil (5 points)
and Ajinkya Pawar (4 points). Sunil
Siddhgavali got a high five in defence
for Jaipur Pink Panthers. 

Tamil Thalaivas started off bright-
ly but faded away as their two key men

Ajay Thakur and Manjeet Chhillar
had a disappointing game. The victory
keeps Jaipur Pink Panthers in the hunt
for a place in the playoffs. 

A couple of successful raids by
both teams in the first two minutes
made the score 2-2. It was an even-
ly contested affair for the first 11
minutes of the match as the defence
of Jaipur stood strong against the
raiders of Thalaivas with the score
level at 7-7. 

Jaipur Pink Panthers turned on
the pressure with Anand Patil mak-
ing a two-point raid in the 14th

minute. Deepak Hooda's successful
raid in the 16th minute led to
Thalaivas suffering an all out as they
trailed 9-16. Sukesh Hegde scored a
raid point in the 20th minute as
Tamil Thalaivas went into the break
trailing 10-17. 

Tamil Thalaivas were strug-
gling to keep up with Pink Panthers
as their two key players — Ajay
Thakur and Manjeet Chhillar —
couldn't get going. n't score a single
tackle point in almost 30 minutes
whereas Thakur had just two points
against his name. 

GERMANY MAINTAIN PERFECT RECORD

Two-time champion beat Malaysia 5-3 to top pool D & advance directly into World Cup quarters; The Netherlands maul Pak 5-1

Germany players attempt to save goal via penalty corner against Malaysia; Netherlands players celebrates after scoring goal against Pakistan during pool D match Hockey India/PTI

David Luiz celebrates after scoring goal via header against Manchester City during PL clash AP

Lionel Messi scores his second goal via free kick against Espanyol during Catalan derby FCBarcelona
Kante, Luiz hand
City first defeat

Magical Messi dazzles in derby demolition

Khelo India Youth Games
to start from Jan 9

Pink Panthers beat Thalaivas

ARUN KAKKAR EMERGES CHAMP
Arun Kakkar defeated Laxmi Katiyar 21-8, 21-7

to win the 65 years category title in the Lucknow
District Veteran Badminton Championship at UP
Badminton Academy on Sunday. In the 55 year dou-
bles category, AR Masoodi and MS Borawhile defeat-
ed Anuj Varshney and Arvind Yadav to lift the cup.
Director (Sports) RP Singh gave away the prizes.

THAIYOGAART
UP Thaiyogaart (Sports) Association is organis-

ing the 6th Thaiyogaart (Sports) National
Championship at KD Singh ‘Babu’ Stadium from
Monday. UPTA president Sudhir Kumar Srivastava
informed the mediapersons that around 200 players
from Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Delhi, Bihar,
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh will take part in the
championship. Sports Minister Chetan Chauhan will
inaugurate the event.

CMS BEAT ISA
CMS beat ISA, Oman by nine wickets in aleague

match of ISCPL at Paarth ground on Sunday.
BRIEF SCORES:
ISA: 61 (Piyush 24, Ishan 10; Prince 8/3, Rajat 9/3)
CMS: 62 (Aditya 28, Abhishek 14, Shivansh 13).

LOCAL EVENTS
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PTI n ADELAIDE 

Indian bowlers once again exposed the
chinks in jittery Australian batting line-up
leaving the hosts tottering at 104 for 4 in

pursuit of a tough target of 323 on the fourth
day of the first Test on Sunday.

With 219 runs required on a fifth day
track, it will be an onerous job for the
Australian batsmen, who have been struggling
against a consistent Indian attack with their
ultra defensive approach.

Ravichandran Ashwin (2/44 in 19 overs)
and Mohammed Shami (2/15 in 9 overs) were
impressive during the final session as Australia
lost three wickets in Marcus Harris (26),
Usman Khawaja (8) and Peter Handscomb
(14).

At end of play, Shaun Marsh was unbeat-
en on 31 runs (92 balls) while Travis Head was
batting on 11 not out (37 balls).

After tea, Australia had an early reprieve
in the 13th over when Cheteshwar Pujara
failed to latch onto a tough chance at first slip
from opener Marcus Harris (26), then on 14
not out, off Mohammed Shami (2/15).

The pacer put up an improved perfor-
mance as he managed to etch out Harris' wick-
et in the 17th over, caught behind.

The big blow to Australia's dim hopes of
winning this Test came when the dogged
Usman Khawaja (8) was caught in the deep
off Ashwin as he tried to clear mid-off.

The mistimed skier was caught by Rohit
Sharma, who judged well and dived in-front
to take the catch.

Peter Handscomb (14) and Marsh then
added 24 runs for fourth wicket in 13.2 overs.
The former had a 'life' when KL Rahul didn't
latch onto a tough chance at short leg off
Ashwin in the 34th over.

Three overs later the breakthrough did
come when Handscomb hit Shami straight to
midwicket and Pujara completed an easy
catch.

This was after India lost five wickets for
25 runs in the post lunch session to set a 323-
run target. The visitors were bowled out for
307 (106.5 overs) in their second innings
thanks largely to some atrocious shot selec-
tion from the lower-middle order.

At tea, Australia reached 28-1 (12 overs).
Aaron Finch (11), survived a loud lbw appeal
on zero off Ishant Sharma (0-14) on only the
second ball of this innings. He went for DRS
review and the decision was turned because
it was a no ball.

Ashwin though nabbed him before tea, as
the ball seemed to have brushed his gloves
before looping up for keeper Rishabh Pant to
claim an easy catch. Replays showed that Finch
had made a mistake not going for the DRS
review as there was nothing on snickometer
or hotspot.

Earlier, India only added 47 runs for their
last five wickets after resumption of play post

lunch.
Rishabh Pant (28) continued attacking

Nathan Lyon (6-122) but didn't last long as a
wild swing found the fielder at deep cover.

It started the Indian slide. Ashwin (5) and
Ajinkya Rahane (70) played uncharacteristic
strokes, indicating that a declaration was forth-
coming. But India never got to that point.

Ashwin was caught pulling in the deep off
Mitchell Starc (3-40) while Rahane was out
caught reverse sweeping. Mohammed Shami
(0) was out caught first ball, wildly swinging
at Lyon.

Ishant Sharma (0) was last out as India
were bowled out in just 11.5 overs after lunch.
Their last seven wickets cost only 73 runs.

Starting from overnight 151 for 3, India
made good progress through the first session
as Pujara and Rahane ground down the
Australian attack with an 87-run partnership
for the fourth wicket.

Pujara started on a positive note with suc-
cessive fours early in the day's play. India's
main threat came from Nathan Lyon, who was
using the rough on the pitch to trouble the

batsmen.
Rahane survived an appeal for a catch in

the 74th over via DRS when replays showed
that the bat was nowhere near the ball.

India's 200 had came up in the 77th over
while their 50-partnership came off 103 balls.
Pujara reached his 20th Test half-century off
140 balls.

Australia got a breakthrough with Pujara
out caught at short leg, off Lyon in the 88th
over as the ball looped up.

He walked off to a standing ovation from
the Sunday crowd, having faced 450 balls in
this match, the second-most for an Indian
batsman in a Test on Australian soil after
Sachin Tendulkar (525 at Sydney, 2004).

Rohit Sharma (1) came to the crease there-
after, but left quickly, caught at silly point
smartly by Peter Handscomb as Lyon picked
up his third wicket.

Young Pant though decided to attack and
took India past 250 before lunch. At the other
end, Rahane had opened up to play pull
strokes off the pacers against the new ball and
reached his 16th Test half-century off 111 balls.

PTI n NEW DELHI 

The just-retired Gautam Gambhir on Sunday
categorically rejected rumours around him

joining politics but the former India opener
indicated he is open to coaching at the big stage.

The 37-year-old World Cup winner
walked into the sunset by scoring a mem-
orable hundred in his farewell Ranji
Trophy match against Andhra at the
Feroz Shah Kotla.

"Not at all," Gambhir said when asked
if he was contesting in the next general
elections.

"There are rumours which I
have heard as well, probably the
reason is maybe I take up social
issues as well... For me Twitter
was always a platform which is
very, very important and where
I take up social issues.

"I am not that kind of a
character where I am going to
start joking on a platform like
twitter as well. For me being a
citizen of this country it is my
right to take up social issues and
that probably is the reason why
people thing I am going to join
politics but there is nothing of
that sort."

He was also asked if he is
keen on taking up coaching

assignments in competitive cricket, and he
sounded positive.

"One thing which excites me is action and
I am sure action is not about sitting in those
AC rooms doing commentary and stuff. I don't
know if I am going to be as good a coach as I

have been a player," Gambhir said.
"I will have to evaluate whether I can be

successful as a coach. Let's see, if that comes
around and if I feel that I have the energy,
passion and if I have the commitment to

do it, I will think about it."
Gambhir said he is willing to help
young players in Delhi cricket.

"I am still a government nom-
inee, hopefully I can now try and
contribute more now (since he is
no longer a player). There won't
be any conflict of interest
involved, which is very impor-
tant and there won't be any crit-
icism as well because when I
took this up there were a lot of
criticism.

"The boys need a lot of
good things in DDCA and
hopefully I am able to put that
word across the executive com-
mittee and get those things

done from cricket point of
view. Apart from that, my job

is to get the best out of the
boys." 

PTI n NEW DELHI 

Debutant off-spinner Shivank
Vashisht picked up a five-wicket

haul as Delhi ended with three points
after a draw with Andhra on Sunday,
a game that marked the end of Gautam
Gambhir's illustrious career.

Delhi, resuming the day at 409 for
seven, went on to score 433 in response
to Andhra's 390 all out for the all-
important first innings lead.

Gambhir made a mark in his
farewell game with a solid 112.
However, he did not come out to bat
on the final day after Delhi dismissed
Andhra for 130 all out in 59
overs.

Set an 88-run target,
Delhi managed 41 for two
in five overs with Anuj
Rawat dismissed on what
turned out to be the final
ball of the day.

Vashisht did the maximum
damage for Delhi and ended with fig-
ures of 5 for 49 in 20 overs. Left-arm
spinner Vikash Mishra took three
wickets to take his match tally to five.

With a third draw in four match-
es, Delhi are yet to taste victory this
season and face a huge task of mak-
ing the knock-outs. They are placed
second last in Group B, only ahead of
Andhra.

MAHARASHTRA TAKE 3 POINTS 
PUNE: Hosts Maharashtra took three
points on the basis of their first innings
lead after their Elite Group A game

against Mumbai ended in a draw.
Maharashtra, who had taken

a first innings lead of 79, were
bundled out for 254 in their
second essay with skipper
Rahul Tripathi top scoring

with 76.
For Mumbai , Shivam Dubey

(3-25) and Shivam Malhotra (3-41)
took three wickets each.

Mumbai, who are yet to register a
single win, were set an improbable 334-
run target and ended up at 135 for 5
when the match was declared drawn.

Experienced Aditya Tare remained
unbeaten on 52 in company of Shivam
Dubey (8 not out).

Meanwhile at Valsad, the Gujarat
versus Railways game ended in a tame

draw with the visitors grabbing 3
points on the basis of the first innings
lead.

TN REGISTER FIRST WIN 
CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu registered their
first win of the season, beating Kerala
by 151 runs in Elite Group 'B' match
at M A Chidambaram stadium.

The victory and six points renewed
Tamil Nadu's hopes after the team had
logged only five points from four
matches prior to the Kerala game. 

Needing 369 to win their third
match, Kerala were bowled out for 217
despite half-centuries from Sanju
Samson (91) and Sijomon Joseph
(55). The two added 93 runs for the
third wicket to defy the Tamil Nadu
bowlers, who were on the lookout for
breakthroughs.

The partnership between Samson
and Sijomon Joseph, who showed great
resolve, raised Kerala's hopes of pulling
off a draw.

Left-arm medium-pacer T
Natarajan, who was the star for the
home side in the second innings
picking up five wickets, broke through
by getting Joseph leg-before.

None of the other batsmen showed
any resistance as Natarajan triggered
the collapse and sealed an important
and much-needed win for Tamil
Nadu.

PTI n SYDNEY 

India T20 captain Harmanpreet Kaur and her
deputy Smriti Mandhana hit blistering half-

centuries, helping their respective sides to
emphatic victories in the Women's Big Bash
League here on Sunday.

Harmanpreet struck a breezy 26-ball 56 to
help Sydney Thunder Women pile on 192 for 4
from 20 overs against Brisbane Heat Women after
electing to bat first.

Sydney Thunders then bowled Brisbane
Heat out for 164 in 18.5 overs to register a 28-
run win at the North Sydney Oval ground.

Harmanpreet, who was recently involved in
a controversy surrounding the dropping of vet-
eran India team-mate Mithali Raj in the semi-
final of the World T20, hit six fours and three
sixes in her hurricane innings. She was the top-
scorer of her side.

Batting at number three, Harmanpreet had
two crucial partnerships, first of 41 runs for the
third wicket with Naomi Stalenberg (10) and the
second of 53 runs for the fourth wicket with cap-

tain Alex Blackwell (33 not out).
Madhana also top-scored for her side

Hobart Hurricanes Women with a 41-ball 69 to
help her side post 196 for 6 after batting first
against Melbourne Stars Women at West Park
Oval, Burnie.

Her innings was not as quick as that of
Harmanpreet but she hit 13 fours and dealt most-
ly in boundaries.

Hobart Hurricanes later bowled Melbourne
Stars for 124 in 16.5 overs to record a 72-run vic-
tory. 

AFP n DHAKA 

Mushfiqur Rahim top scored with an
unbeaten 55 as Bangladesh defeat-

ed West Indies by five wickets in the first
one-day international in Dhaka on
Sunday.

Set a modest target after three wick-
ets each from Mashrafe Mortaza and
Mustafizur Rahman helped Bangladesh
restrict West Indies to 195-9, the hosts
sailed to 196-5 in 35.1 overs for a com-
prehensive win to kick off the three-
match series.

Mushfiqur shared 57 runs with
Shakib Al Hasan for the fourth wicket to
steady Bangladesh's innings after West
Indies had reduced the home side to 89-
3 on a slow pitch at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium.

Earlier, opener Liton Das scored 41
off 57 balls with five fours for the home
side, but not before he was reprieved on
five off a no-ball by Kemar Roach.

West Indies owed their total to 43 off

59 balls by opener Shai Hope and con-
tributions from lower order batsmen
Roston Chase and Keemo Paul, who
made 32 and 36 runs respectively.

The visitors, who opted to bat first,
had been restricted to 127-6 after 40
overs despite Hope's effort, but Chase

and Paul put on 51 runs for the seventh
wicket to give their bowlers something
to fight for.

Left-arm pacer Mustafizur finished
with 3-35 after fellow fast bowler
Mashrafe grabbed 3-30 playing his 200th
ODI — the first Bangladeshi to do so.

INDIA 6 WICKETS AWAY FROM WIN 
Ashwin, Shami strike twice to put India in command as Aus still need 219 on final day to avoid defeat 

Virat Kohli celebrates with teammates after Shami dismissed Peter Handscomb, right, during the first Test between Australia and India in Adelaide AP

PTI n ADELAIDE 

Indian assistant coach Sanjay
Bangar on Sunday high-

lighted the lower order collapse
as one of the areas the team can
improve going ahead in the
Test series against Australia
and said it is now about "cross-
ing the line".

The visitors lost their last
seven wickets for 73 runs, and
the last five for 25 runs, as they
were bowled out for 307 runs
in the second innings of the
opening Test at the Adelaide
Oval.

Bangar said the expecta-
tion was of another 25 runs
from the lower order, which
collapsed as soon as Rishabh
Pant holed out after an attack-
ing innings.

"We were expecting atleast
25 runs. That's an area where
we are continuously looking to
improve. And we hope the
lower order, especially 9, 10
and 11 show more application
than they did today," he said.

"When Rishabh Pant
walked in we were 260-odd.
Immediately he released the
pressure and gave us those
quick 30-35 runs. Once he had

put us in that position, we
expected that with time, with
a better approach and calcu-
lation, tactically he could have
done better.

"But you don't want to take
the fearlessness away from
him otherwise. Hitting against
the turn and getting those
boundaries are high percent-
age shots. Those are the shots
that many courageous players
have played."

When asked if Pant needs
to relook at certain aspects of
his batting, Bangar replied, "He
is a pretty mature player. He is
capable of playing both games.
He has another aspect to his
game and for somebody who
is just starting his career, it is
an exciting prospect to have."

We expect more
from the tail: Bangar 

PTI n ADELAIDE

Australia have drawn inspi-
ration from a miraculous

draw against Pakistan two
months ago and will be going for
a win on day five of the first Test
against India on Monday.

Lyon has said that the day
five wicket at the Adelaide Oval
will still be good enough to bat
on, and that the hosts can press
on to chase the 323-run target set by India.

Australia had pulled off a miraculous draw on the final
day in Dubai and Lyon was confident that it could be repeat-
ed on Monday.

"I think the pitch has quickened up a little bit and is doing
a lot less for the seamers. It's definitely spinning and they've
got a world-class spinner. So it's going to be a great challenge
for our batters out there with two left-handers, with R Ashwin
spinning away," Lyon, who took 6-122 in 2nd innings said.

Usman Khawaja had scored a match-saving 141 against
Pakistan on day five of the Test played in October. Skipper
Tim Paine too made a significant contribution, an unbeaten
61, to save the game for his team.

"We just spoke about Dubai. We still believe we can win
this, and that's the best thing. We still believe we're in this
game, it's just about coming out tomorrow (on Monday), win-
ning the first ball, first over, first hour, just breaking it down,
very simple," he added.

Lyon remains hopeful of Aus win

PTI n MOUNT MAUNGANUI 

Captain Manish Pandey led from
the front with an unbeaten

111, firing India A to a series-
clinching victory over New Zealand
A in the second unofficial ODI of
the three match series here on
Sunday.

For the second game in a row,
India won the toss and opted to
field. George Worker (99) and Will
Young (102) steered New Zealand
A to a competitive 299 for eight.

India A, who had comfortably
chased down 309 in the series
opener, made short work of the
300-run target this time, getting
home with five wickets in hand and
an over to spare.

Pandey remained unbeaten
with five fours and three sixes
while the other contributions came
from Shreyas Iyer (59) and Vijay
Shankar (59), who both scored
their second straight half-century.

The final game of the series will
be played here on Tuesday.

India A openers Shubman Gill
(25) and Mayank Agarwal (25) got
starts but failed to convert for the
second game in a row.

Iyer and Pandey then shared a
90-run stand for the third wicket to
set the tone for the chase. After
Iyer's fall, Pandey stitched a 123-run
stand with Shankar to ensure
another convincing victory. 

Pandey fires India A
to series triumph 

Manish Pandey plays a shot PTI/File Picture

Gambhir dismisses rumours of
joining politics, open to coaching

Shivank shines in Delhi’s draw 

Harman, Smriti smash fifties in WBBLRahim steers B’desh to easy win


