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ith the Supreme Court
putting a restriction on
the bursting of firecrackers
and authorities cracking the
whip on its illegal sale in the
national Capital in the wake of
deteriorating air quality, the
festival of Diwali loses its
charm with Delhiites feeling
dejected as they are unable to
lay their hands on firecrackers
which they claim have gone
out of market.
The Pioneer spoke to many
people across the Capital and
most of them said they want to
burst firecrackers as part of festivities but there are hardly any
shops in their areas from where
they can purchase them. They
said they are even finding it
hard to find “green crackers”
which is being promoted by
authorities this festive season.
The Delhi Police organised street plays, making radio
announcements and visiting
educational institutions, to drive
home the point and convince
people to use “green crackers.”
The action comes in the backdrop of the recent SC ruling that
only low-emission firecrackers
be burnt in the Delhi-NCR
between 8 pm and 10 pm on
Diwali and other festivals.
Janakpuri A block resident Sudhanshu said it is a
good move but the problem is

from where to buy them?
“I haven’t seen any green
cracker shop in the market so
far. We roamed around today
just in search of green or simple crackers but so far there is
no availability,” he said.
Afraid of defying the
Supreme Court’s order may
land them in trouble, most of
the residents who have last
year’s stock of crackers with
them said they do not have any
other option than to burst
crackers on the designated
time as ordered by the apex
court. “Usually the celebration
of Diwali and bursting of crackers starts a week before but this
has not happened this year.
Due to non-availability of designated crackers shops in the
market many residents are facing problem,” said Anand, a
resident of Kalkaji.
“I want to burst “sutli
bomb” but papa said if I will do
that police uncle will catch hold
of me. I saw police uncle on
road and I am scared,” said 5year-old Pintu Chauhan from
Dhaka Village, Kingsway
Camp, north Delhi.
“Every year my husband
used to buy crackers worth
C10,000 for four of our children
but this year we cannot spend
on crackers as they are hardly
available in the market. My 12year-old son Gautam is insisting on bursting “hydrogen

bomb” and big size rockets but
we can hardly help him,” said
40-year-old Megha. We have
read in newspapers that cops
are seizing firecrackers,” a resident of Dilshad Garden. On
Tuesday, the Delhi police arrested five people and seized over
100 kg of illegal firecrackers
from their possession in
Dwarka, officials said. The
accused were arrested for storing the crackers without licence.
The Dwarka police have registered five cases following the
Supreme Court order on sale of
old firecrackers.
Talking about firecrackers, Chhatarpur residents
Ramdhir Shukla said, “I used to
spend C55,000 each year on
Diwali out of which C30,000 is
spent on buying crackers for

my 25-year-old differentlyabled son Sonu as he gets
excited by bursting fire-crackers and I am ready to spend any
amount for his happiness. But
alas, this year I cannot buy him
crackers because there are none
available in market. I am afraid
that Sonu’s situation may get
worse this year.”
Sixty-year-old
DS
Chaudhry of Mayur Vihar said,
“Unless the rocket goes high in
sky and bust, unless we elders
see children busting the bomb
keeping steel bucket on it,
unless we see the “latai” exploding for hours we are ashamed
to say that we are celebrating
Diwali. He said that if not
allowed to burst the stock of
crackers, he will defy the ban.
He said that he is feeling

depressed as he had already
purchased fire-crackers worth
C60,000.
“I got married only last
year and when we went with
the “baarat” to Muradabad
from Delhi our in-laws have
burst heavy fire-crackers and
have spent lakhs on that. I
promised my wife that I will
burst more than that in Delhi
but ban has ruined all my
ambitions and my family’s
pride is at stake,” said Rohit, a
resident of Sarita Vihar.
Meanewhile,
Delhi
Environment
Minister
appealed to people on Tuesday
to celebrate cracker-free Diwali
to reduce pollution.
The appeal by Hussain
comes amid a deterioration in
air quality which has worsened
to alarming levels in the past
three weeks.
The overall air quality
index on Tuesday was recorded at 320 which falls in the
“very poor” category. On
Monday, the worst air quality
of season was obser ved,
according to data by the
Central Pollution Control
Board. “I appeal to everybody
concerned to help in reducing
the local sources, which contribute to air pollution.
Celebration of cracker-free
Diwali is one such step, and I
hope the residents of Delhi will
contribute,” he said.
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he Kundli-Manesar segment of the KundliT
Manesar-Palwal
(KMP)

Expressway will be inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on November 19 from
Gurugram’s Sultanpur village.
The Manesar-Palwal section
was inaugurated by Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari last
year. The Expressway was projected to be completed by 2009
but missed several deadlines.
Haryana PWD Minister
Rao Narbir told a Press conference on Tuesday that Modi
will come to inaugurate the
KMP Expressway, also known
as Western Peripheral
Expressway. Along with KMP,
the PM will also lay the foundation stone of the two phases
of Dwarka Expressway and
some 10 to 12 other projects
when he visits the city.
“The project is 98 per cent
complete and only minor issues
such as cleaning up and putting
up of boards are left, which will
be completed soon. Everything
else has been completed. It was
supposed to be completed by
2009 but missed several deadlines due to financial disputes

and some land hurdles,” Rao
said. The 135-km high-speed
expressway will now have six
lanes instead of the four
planned earlier.
“On the completion of
KMP Expressway, the vehicles
going from northern India to
western and southern part of
the country would be able to
pass through without entering
into Delhi. The expressway
will also reduce the commuting
time from Delhi to the towns
of Kundli, Manesar and Palwal
considerably,” Rao said.
The 53-km stretch between
Manesar and Palwal on the
expressway became operational
for commuters in 2015. The
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he bypoll results in
Karnataka are a major setback for the BJP and a Diwali
gift for the Congress-JD(S)
alliance Government. The outcome will lend stability to
Kumarawamy-led Government
and further cement the alliance,
which could give tough time to
the BJP in the 2019 general Lok
Sabha elections, said experts.
The elections were held to
three Lok Saba constituencies
of Mandya, Ballari and
Shivamogga and two Assembly
constituencies of Ramanagara
and Jamakandi. The JD(s)Congress combine won four
out of five seats, including two
of Lok sabha and two of State
Assembly.
The BJP’s failure to retain
the Ballari LS seat, the constituency which has been
stronghold of infamous Reddy
brothers and was won by their
kin Sriramulu in 2014, is being
termed as major setback for the
party.
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The seat fell vacant after he
resigned to contest the
Assembly election in April.
BJP fielded Sriramulu’s sister, J Shantha, and counted on
the influence of the Reddy
brothers to retain the prestigious seat. She was no match
for Congress candidate VS

Ugrappa, who won with record
margin of 2,41, 000 votes. The
Congress campaign was coordinated by the party’s troubleshooter D Shivakumar, who
once proved how an important
player he is for the Congress in
the tumultuous State politics
As
expected,
in

Shivamogga BJP’s BY
Raghavendra, who is son of
former Chief Minister BS
Yeddyurappa won with a margin of over 52,148 against
JD(s) candidate Madhu
Bengarappam son of former
Chief Minister late S
Bangarappa.
LR Shivaramegowda of
JD(S) has won the Vokkaligadominate d Mandya parliamentary seat by a big margin
of 32,4943 votes against BJP’s
Dr Siddaramaiah. Elections in
the three Lok Sabha and two
Assembly constituencies were
held on November 3.
JD (S) leader and
Karnataka Chief Minister H D
Kumaraswamy’s wife Anitha
Kumaraswamy won from
Ramanagara Assembly seat by
a margin of 1,09,137 votes,
while Congress leader AS
Nyamagouda
bagged
Jamakhandi Assembly seat by
nearly 40-thousand votes by
defeating BJP rival Srikant
Kulkarni.
Continued on Page 4
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he Congress faced stiff
T
opposition from different
local leaders on the candidature

of Arif Masood from Bhopal
Central assembly constituency.
His name was included in the
list of 13 candidates declared by
the AICC late on Monday
night.
Supporters of local leadersSyed Sajid Ali, Nasir Islam
and Govind Goyal- who had
been seeking party ticket from
Bhopal Central constituency
protested at the PCC on
Tuesday afternoon.
Former Samajwadi Party
leader Arif Masood, a controversial politician from Old city
Bhopal, has been pitted against
the BJP’s Surendra Nath Singh.
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Masood is also an executive member of the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) and has been vocal
against the Narendra Modi
government, especially on the
issue of triple talaq. Party leaders belive that Masood’s can-

didature is a good decision, as
Bhopal Central constituency
has a sizeable Muslim votes.
Besides, MPCC president
and Kamal Nath loyalist
Deepak Saxena has been nominated from Chhindwara, while
sitting MLA Mahendra Singh

Sisodia has been re-nominated.
Sisodia had defeated former
minister Kanhaiya Lal Agrawal
in 2013.
In Brahmin-dominated
Maihar seat in Satna, Congress
has opted for Srikant
Chaturvedi to take on Narayan
Tripathi who had deserted the
grand old party after a rift with
Leader of Opposition Ajay
Singh.
Following in the footsteps
of the Congress, the ruling BJP
is also treading cautiously amid
rebellion over ticket distribution. After announcing 177
candidates, the party
announced 17 candidates on
Monday. A third fake list also
made the rounds on social
media, claiming that party general secretar y Kailash
Vijayavagiya, his son Akash
and staunch supporter Ramesh
Mendola had been nominated.
The party is also in a fix on
ticket distribution in Indore
and senior leaders Vinay
Sahastrabuddhe and Narendra
Singh Tomar held consultations
with Lok Sabha Speaker and
Indore MP Sumitra Mahajan
over the same.
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lapping and chanting
‘Ayyappa saranam’, about
200 frenzied devotees surrounded a woman pilgrim on
Tuesday to prevent her from
entering the Sabarimala shrine,
suspecting her to be of menstrual age.
The 52-year-old woman,
identified as Lalitha from Tirur,
had come to the temple with 19
relatives, including women, for
her grandson’s ‘chorunnu’ (rice
giving ceremony).
She was near the ‘nadapandal’ — the area just before
devotees climb the 18 steps to
reach the sanctum sanctorum
— when her group was blocked
by the protesting mob. Police
intervened and after ascertaining the woman’s age
informed the protesters that she
was not in the ‘barred’ age
group and escorted her away.
Local media channels said
journalists were also heckled.
However, police denied that
any such incident took place.

135-km stretch passes through
Gurugram, Palwal, Nuh and
Sonipat districts in Haryana.
The total cost of the project
is C1,863 cr. The super expressway passes through National
Highway Number-1 in Sonipat,
NH-10 in Jhajjar, NH-48 in
Gurugram and NH-2 in Palwal
districts. The expressway has
eight small and six large bridges,
four railway overbridges and 34
underpasses and 64 pedestrian
crossings. The total length of
the super expressway is 135 km,
of which the Manesar-Palwal
stretch was inaugurated by
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
last year.
Continued on Page 4
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The doors of Sabarimala had
opened for six days on October
17 for the first time since the
Supreme Court allowed
women of menstruating age
group to enter the shrine, but
none could make it to its hallowed precincts amid a welter
of protests and violent clashes.
Lalitha was later taken to a
hospital after she complained of
uneasiness. However, after a
while she and some of her relatives returned and offered

?C8

prayers at the temple, which
opened this morning for the
“Sree Chitira Atta Thirunal”
puja to mark the birth anniversary of the last king of the
princely state of Travancore
Chithira Thirunal Balarama
Varma.
As they were speaking to
mediapersons after the ‘darshan’, some of the protesters
heckled them.”We didn’t expect
such a situation,” Lalitha said.
Continued on Page 4
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riyanka Pant player of
Bhopal has performed
P
brilliantly and won two silver
medals in singles and doubles
at Sub Junior State Badminton
Championships. Priyanka is
getting training in badminton
sports under the De-boarding
scheme at the TT Nagar
Stadium.
The championship was
held from October 28 to
November 2. It is to be noted
that Bhopal won the runnerup title at the championship.
Director Sports and Youth

Welfare S L Thoussen congratulated the medal winner
badminton player Priyanka
Pant and expressed his happiness on selection for her
national competition.
In the quarter-finals of
the singles event played under
the competition, Priyanka
Pant defeated Singrauli player Asin Parabian by 21-7
points in the first half and 2114 points in the second half
winning the quarter final
match.
In the semi-f inals,
Priyanaka defeated a player
f rom Dewas Bhoomika
Verma. Playing the semi-

finals brilliantly, Priyanka
defeated Verma by 19-21
points in the first match, 2112 points and 21-19 in the
final and won the silver
medal.
In doubles, Srishti Gupta,
a badminton player from
Indore, was involved with
Priyanka. In the same championship, Priyanka Pant won
the silver medal in singles and
won the runner-up title.
It is to be noted that
Priyanka Pant is a noted badminton player of the city. She
has represented Madhya
Pradesh at various national
platforms. She was also qual-
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ified for the National in
Bengaluru from November
28 to December 2, 2018. Deboarding player Priyanka
Pant is learning the tricks of
badminton games f rom
Badminton trainer Rashmi
Malaviya.
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the Asian Canoe Slalom Jr.
23 Championship
InUnder
girls from Madhya Pradesh
gave a brilliant performance by
bagging five medals including
one silver and four bronze.
The championship was
played organised from October
31 to November 3. The players
from Madhya Pradesh State
Water Sports Academy, Aarti
Pandey and Jahanvi Shrivastav
did an impressive job. The
players include Madhya
Pradesh Indore player Shikha,
Saina and Ahana Yadav won
silver medals.
While applauding the
splendid performance of the
player daughters in the Asian
Canoe Slalom Jr Under-23
Championship, the Director
Sports and Youth Welfare S. L.
Thoussen congratulated the
player's daughters. He said that
Madhya Pradesh players are
honoring the country and the
region by performing the best
of the games in international
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tournaments.
In the Asian Canoe Slalom
Championship, played at the
Karaj River in Albrez
Provinces, North Tehran,
Madhya Pradesh earned a silver medal while performing
well at the K-1 under-18 team
event. The trio of Madhya

Pradesh Indore player Shikha,
Saina and Ahana Yadav, included in the team gave the country silver medal.
Similarly, Madhya Pradesh
Water Sports Academy's player Aarti Pandey earned a
bronze medal in under-23 K1 and C-1 individual event.
Academy player Jahanyavi
Srivastava won a bronze medal
in the Under-18 Junior Girls
category C 1 individual event.
The trio of Jahani Srivastava,
Aarti Pandey and Ahna Yadav
also earned a bronze medal in
the Under-23 category C1 team
event.
Devendra Gupta, Canoe
Coordinator of the Academy
and Kuldeep Singh Keer, Coach
of the Association was included in the Indian team. In addition to the above mentioned
girls in the championship,
Academy
participants
Vishwajit Singh Kushwaha,
Dheeraj Kir, Raja Kette, Rahul
Trilok Kevat, Rahul Baliram
Kevet and Vishal Kate have also
participated.
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overnor Anandiben Patel
has extended greetings to
G
the people of the State on the
pious occasion of Diwali.
Patel said that this festival
exhibits victory of light over
darkness in the spiritual form.
Deepawali is a festival of clean6^eTa]^a_aPhTSU^aWP__X]TbbP]S
_a^b_TaXch^U_T^_[TP]S
R^\_aTWT]bXeTSTeT[^_\T]c
^UcWTBcPcT

liness and radiance.
Besides, Patel mentioned
that the festival of Deepawali
inspires to spread light in life of
every human being.
She urged youth to celebrate Deepawali with peace
and unity in accordance to the
tradition of the country.
The Governor has prayed
on this occasion for happiness
and prosperity of people and
comprehensive development
of the state.
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ukhisewania police have
registered a case of fraud
Sagainst
a miscreant who fraudulently transferred ownership
of land in his name at Omkara
Sukhisewania worth C1.25
crores.
According to police, the
victim John Mathew’s society
was duped to the tune of C 1.25
crore by fraudulently transferring land by the accused Bipin
Toppo in his name.
The victim in his complaint stated that a six member
St Juda Housing Society was
formed in the year 2010 and
the accused Bipin Toppo was
one of the member of the society. The society bought around
6 acres of land at Rs 20 lakh per
acres and provided the payment to the owner Thakur
Singh.
The process was completed and later the accused Bipin
fraudulently registered the
property in his name instead of
registering the property in the
name of society. The victim
later found that the property
has been registered in the name
of Bipin Toppo.
Victim lodged a complaint
with the Sukhisewania police
and in the investigation it was
found that the accused used
forged documents and registered property. The victim
when asked for the transferring
property in society’s name the
accused dejected the appeal
and he approached the police
and filed a case in the court.
The court issued orders for registering case against the
accused.
The police have registered
a case under section 403,408,
415 and 420 of the Indian
Penal Code and have started
further investigation. Police
have started to investigate the
matter and accused would be
nabbed in the further
investigation.
$OWKRXJKHYHU\SRVVLEOHFDUHDQGFDXWLRQKDVEHHQWDNHQWRDYRLGHUURUVRURPLVVLRQVWKLVSXEOLFDWLRQLVEHLQJVROGRQWKHFRQGLWLRQDQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJWKDWLQIRUPDWLRQJLYHQLQWKLVSXEOLFDWLRQLVPHUHO\IRUUHIHUHQFHDQGPXVWQRWEHWDNHQDVKDYLQJDXWKRULW\RIRUELQGLQJLQDQ\ZD\RQWKHZULWHUVHGLWRUVSXEOLVKHUVDQGSULQWHUVDQGVHOOHUVZKRGRQRWRZHDQ\UHVSRQVLELOLW\IRUDQ\
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UHVSRQGLQJWRDQ\FRQWHQWVSXEOLVKHGLQWKLVQHZVSDSHU7KHSULQWHUSXEOLVKHUHGLWRUDQGDQ\HPSOR\HHRIWKH3LRQHHU*URXS·VZLOOQRWEHKHOGUHVSRQVLEOHIRUDQ\NLQGRIFODLPPDGHE\WKHDGYHUWLVHUVRIWKHSURGXFWV VHUYLFHVDQGVKDOOQRWEHPDGHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUDQ\NLQGRIORVVFRQVHTXHQFHVDQGIXUWKHUSURGXFWUHODWHGGDPDJHVRQVXFKDGYHUWLVHPHQWV
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(GLWRU&KDQGDQ0LWUD51,5HJQ1R03(1*5HJG1R/%3/21$,5685&+$5*(RI5H(DVW&DOFXWWD5DQFKL%KXEDQHVZDU1RUWK/HK:HVW0XPEDL $KPHGDEDG6RXWK%DQJDORUH &KHQQDL&HQWUDO.KDMXUDKR'HOKL2IILFH1R%HKLQG*XODE%KDZDQ %DKDGXU6KDK=DIDU0DUJ1HZ'HOKL 3KRQH
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ronically, former Chief
Minister and 10-term BJP
legislator Babulal Gaur, who
has ben denied ticket has been
placed in the 40-member list of
star campaigners of the saffron
party.
Woman and Child Welfare
Minister Maya Singh, who has
been denied ticket has also
been accomodated in the list.
Union Minister and former
Chief Minister Uma Bharti
finds place in the list which has
illustrious BJP politicians
including PM Narendra Modi,
party chief Amit Shah, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and senior MP and
noted film actress Hema
Malini.
UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Bhojpuri singer

D]X^]<X]XbcTaP]S
U^a\Ta2WXTU<X]XbcTa
D\P1WPacXUX]Sb_[PRT
X]cWT[XbcfWXRWWPb
X[[dbcaX^db19?
_^[XcXRXP]bX]R[dSX]V?<
=PaT]SaP<^SX_Pach
RWXTU0\XcBWPWDccPa
?aPSTbW2WXTU<X]XbcTa
H^VX0SXchP]PcWP]S
bT]X^a<?7T\P<P[X]X
and MP Manoj Tiwari are also
on the list. Among others
Union Finance minister Arun
Jaitley, Union Home minister
Rajnath Singh, Union Minister
of External Affairs Sushma
Swaraj, union ministers Nitin
Gadkari,
Dharmendra
Pradhan, Smriti Irani, Gujarat
CM
Vijay
Rupani,
Thawarvhand Gelot and others

also would seek votes for the
party in upcoming assembly
polls.
Other senior leaders in
MP mentioned in the list are
Prahlad Patel, Kailash
Vijayvargiya, Vikram Verma,
Yashodhara Raje Scindia,
Parliamentary Affairs minister
Narottam Mishra, Ramkrishna
Kusmaria and others too have
been included in the list of star
campaigners.
A Rajya Sabha MP from
Madhya Pradesh quota, former
union minister MJ Akbar is
missing from the list. Akbar
had stepped out after series of
sexual harassment allegations
by several women including
senior journalists against him.
Interestingly, Gaur, who
always loved to talk to media
perosns, on Tuesday distanced
himself from media bytes.

>eTa" :]^]QPX[PQ[T
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he Chief Electoral Officer
VL Kanta Rao has
informed that since the model
code of conduct has come into
effect, 31,636 non-bailable warrants have been issued from
October 6 to November 5,
2018 to ensure law and order in
the state.
During this period 2,934
illegal firearms have been confiscated and 2,53,560 firearms
have deposited in the police
stations.
Under the property defacement, total 16,21,220 cases
have been registered and out of
this action has been taken in
15,68,592 cases. Under the
government property defacement, 12,41,782 thousand cases
have been registered and action
has been taken against
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12,08,907 cases.
Similarly, 3 lakh 79 thousand 438 cases of private property defacement have been registered and action has been
taken in 3,59,685 cases. A total
of 10,675 cases of misuse of
vehicles have been registered
during this period.

Bd__^acTab^U2^]VaTbb[TPSTa=PbXa8b[P\_WhbXRP[[hPQdbT_^bcTa^UbT]X^a2^]VaTbb[TPSTaBdaTbW?PRW^daX_a^cTbcX]V
PVPX]bc_Pach´bRP]SXSPcdaTUa^\1W^_P[2T]caP[0bbT\Q[hR^]bcXcdT]RhPc?22WTPS`dPacTabX]1W^_P[^]CdTbSPh
?X^]TTa_W^c^
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he Bhopalites witnessed a
delightful and musical
T
Tuesday morning performed
by Pandit Shonak Abhisheki. A
musical event on Diwali was
organised in the city by Marathi
Sahitya Academy Madhya
Pradesh Cultural Council. The
Swar Deep Utsav was inaugurated on Tuesday at Garden
Restaurant at 6:30 am.
A morning music gathering was held on Chuna Bhatti,
Kolar Road, titled Swar
Deepotsav Diwali Pahat. Sudha
Shrokar and Bhopal District
Collector Sudam Khade and
Sonali Waingankar- Neeranjan
Vayangankar inaugurated the
event traditionally by lighting
of the lamp. On this occasion,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Culture Department, Madhya
Pradesh Manoj Shrivastav wel-

comed Pandit Shonak
Abhisheki and other artists.
After the inaugural ceremony, Pandit Shonak
Abhisheki began the series of
his performances in Raga
Bairagi. As he began performing, the audiences were totally
mesmerized. Later, he performed tuneful and melodious
Pahadi Thumri - 'Lagei
Kaljevan Katar' and this was
followed by 'A Niranjan
Dhaayudu' which is the bhajan
of Gorakhnath.
After this, he presented a
performance under the Guru
Shishya Parampara in which he
performed the composition of
hus father cum Guru Pt.
Jitendra Abhisheki. Under this
performance, he performed
play 'Ghai Chhand Makrand',
Ghazal - 'Kanta Rute Kuna'
which enthralled the audience.
After that the audience put for-

ward some of their loved tracks
which Anhisheki performed
beautifully.
He performed 'Sage Bhar
Pandharpur', 'Ughare Garege
Pandharpur', 'Tirtha Vitthal',
Kshetra Vitthal', 'Amma Na
Kale Gyan', 'Abir Gulal Udhalit
Rang'.
In this concert, Abhisheki
was
accompanied
by
Ramendra Singh Solanki on
Tabla, Jitesh Marathe
(Bhusaval) on the Sawadini
and Anju Borude on Pakhawaj
made a beautiful accompaniment to this gathering of the
morning.
In this event Bhopal's
famous violinist Vasant
Shivalikar and Padmashree
Umakant-Ramakant Gundecha
were also present. Besides,
Ashwin Khare, Director,
Marathi Sahitya Academy was
also present.
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1W^_P[)=^\X]PcX^]U^a\bPaTQTX]VUX[TSX]cWTSXbcaXRcb^UcWTBcPcT
PUcTacWTaT[TPbT^UEXSWP]BPQWP4[TRcX^]]^cXUXRPcX^]0RR^aSX]Vc^
cWT^UUXRXP[b^daRTbc^cP[$("]^\X]PcX^]U^a\bWPeTQTT]UX[TSX]cWT
BcPcT<PgX\d\##]^\X]PcX^]U^a\bWPeTQTT]UX[TSX]ATfP
SXbcaXRc0RR^aSX]Vc^cWTX]U^a\PcX^]aTRTXeTSUXeT]^\X]PcX^]U^a\b
X]BWT^_daSXbcaXRc!X]<^aT]P !X]1WX]S %X]6fP[X^a$X]
3PcXP &X]BWXe_daX #X]6d]P !X]0bW^Z]PVPa #X]BPVPa(X]
CXZP\VPaW #X]2WWPccPa_da $X]3P\^W!X]?P]]P"&X]BPc]P
##X]ATfP $X]BXSWX&X]BX]VaPd[X'X]BWPWS^[ #X]0]d__da"
X]D\PaXP#X]:Pc]X !X]9PQP[_da'X]3X]S^aX^]TX]<P]S[P!$
X]1P[PVWPc "X]BT^]X!X]=PabX]VW_da 'X]2WWX]SfPaP "X]
1Tcd[$X]WPaSP !X]7^bWP]VPQPS "X]APXbT] #X]EXSXbWP!
X]1W^_P[ X]BTW^aT "X]APYVPaW!X]BWPYP_da 'X]3TfPb"
X]:WP]SfP "X]:WPaV^]T$X]1PSfP]X!X]0[XaPY_da$X]9WPQdP
&X]3WPa $X]8]S^aT "X]DYYPX] &X]APc[P\"X]<P]SbdPa'
X]=TT\dRWP]S%]^\X]PcX^]U^a\bX]0VPa<P[fPSXbcaXRcWPeT
QTT]aTRTXeTSCWT]^\X]PcX^]U^a\bfX[[]^cQTbdQ\XccTS^]
FTS]TbSPhPbcWT^UXRTf^d[SaT\PX]R[^bTS^]=^eT\QTa&QTX]V
cWT_dQ[XRW^[XSPh^U3TT_PfP[XCWT]^\X]PcX^]U^a\bfX[[QTUX[TS
^]=^eT\QTa'P]S(Ua^\ P\cX[["_\
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_a^VaP\\TU^adbX]VUaP]RWXbTX]cWTd_R^\X]VBcPcT0bbT\Q[hT[TRcX^]b^]cWTTeT^U3XfP[XUTbcXeP[Pc1^Pc2[dQX]1W^_P[
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28-year-old man died after
his motorbike was hit by
speeding car at Saikheda under
Misrod police station area in
the evening on Monday.
Police said that an injured
man was rushed to nearby
hospital where he was declared
dead. The deceased was identified as Narmada Prasad Kori
of Saikheda Raisen.

In the initial investigation
it was found that car bearing
registration
number
MP04CJ7779 hit the motorbike
on which deceased was riding.
The accused driver left the car
on the spot and escaped the
spot.
The body was sent for the
post mortem after the preliminary investigation. The police
have registered a case under section 304 A of the IPC and start-

?^[XRTbPXScWPcP]
X]YdaTS\P]fPb
adbWTSc^]TPaQh
W^b_XcP[fWTaTWT
fPbSTR[PaTSSTPS
CWTSTRTPbTSfPb
XST]cXUXTSPb
=Pa\PSP?aPbPS
:^aX^UBPXZWTSP
APXbT]
ed search for the absconding
accused.
The deceased used to work
at a hotel at Hoshangabad road
and use to live at the hotel. He
met accident when he was on his
way to buy goods for offering
pooja on Dhanteras.
Meanwhile a 25-year-old
youth died after he was mowed
down by city bus near Subash
Nagar railway crossing under
MP Nagar police in the morning on Tuesday. The accident
took place when city bus started to move while the passengers
were trying to board the bus and
one of the passengers fell and was
mowed down.
The city bus bearing registration number MP04PA3191
mowed down youth identified
as Roop Singh of Arjun Nagar.
The bus was seized by the
police in the further investigation.

26-year-old man committed suicide by hanging from
a tree at Triveni Complex under
TT Nagar station area on
Tuesday.
According to the police,
the deceased Sumit Soni was
found hanging in the morning
by the owner of the house.
Police were informed and based
on the information a police
team reached the spot and
started investigation.
The deceased committed
suicide late in the night. The
deceased after returning from
hospital committed suicide. He
used to work with a sales and
marketing firm.
The Investigating Officer
Harinarayan Lodhi said that the
deceased was diagnosed with
kidney stone and was advised
for operation for cure. The
deceased shared the information with his land lord regarding his illness.
A suicide note was found
but nothing regarding the rea-

son was mentioned in it. The
probable reason was fear and
financial problem regarding the
operation which the doctors
advised, he added.
The deceased hailed from
Tikamgarh. His family members were handed over the body
in the afternoon for last rites.
The police have registered
a case under section 174 of
CrPC and have started further
investigation. Reason of the
suicide would be investigated.
Meanwhile a 50-year-old
committed suicide by hanging
at Pul Bogdha under Aishbagh
police station area on Monday.
According to police, the
deceased Suresh Kumar Sahu
was found hanging and was
rushed to a nearby hospital
where he was declared dead.
The deceased used to work
at a garment store. The body
was sent for the post mortem
after the preliminary investigation. The police have registered a case under section 174
of the CrPC and have started
further investigation.
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ffect of season’s first snowfall in Jammu and Kashmir
E
reached the State capital making the weather condition cold
for the past two days mornings
are cold and dark while nights
are witnessed with chilly
winds.
The night temperature of
the State capital dipped to
15.4 degree Celsius. The trend
of decreasing temperatures has
been witnessed across the state
and more dip in the temperature would be witnessed in the
next 2-3 days. According to
the forecast the night temperature of the state capital would
further dip and would be
recorded at 14 degree Celsius.
Minimum temperature dipped
to 11 degree Celsius in the state
and was recorded at Datia on
Monday. With the changing
weather conditions few regions
recorded rainfall in the past 24
hours.

1W^_P[)2PbW_aXiTbf^acWC $ [PZWfX[[QTSXbcaXQdcTSc^1^^cW;TeT[
0fPaT]Tbb6a^d_U^aXcbTgRT[[T]cf^aZSdaX]VcWTEXSWP]BPQWP
4[TRcX^]! 'X]SXbcaXRcbCWT2WXTU4[TRc^aP[>UUXRTaE;:P]cWPAP^
WPbX]U^a\TScWPccWT1Tbc1^^cW[TeT[0fPaT]Tbb6a^d_0fPaSfX[[
QT_aTbT]cTSc^c^_ e^cTacda]^dc0fPaT]Tbb6a^d_^U_^[[X]V
Q^^cWbX]TPRWSXbcaXRcX]<PSWhP?aPSTbWEXSWP]BPQWP4[TRcX^]
! '0RPbWaTfPaS^UC c^1Tbc6a^d_0fPaSfX]]TaRXcPcX^]
[TccTaP]SbWXT[SfX[[QTW^]^daTSc^cWT1Tbc6a^d_0fPaSFX]]Ta
CWT1Tbc0fPaSfX[[QTaTRTXeTSQhcWTR^]RTa]TS1;>CWT_aXiT
\^]ThfX[[QTSXbcaXQdcTSQhcWT1;>P\^]VcWT\T\QTab^UcWT
Va^d_>UUXRTabP]ST\_[^hTTbfW^fX[[S^QTbcf^aZX]T[TRcX^]
PRcXeXcXTbPcSXbcaXRc[TeT[fX[[QTW^]^daTSfXcWbWXT[SbP]S
R^\\T]SPcX^][TccTab?a^_^bP[bX]cWXbaTVPaSWPeTQTT]RP[[TSUa^\
P[[cWT3XbcaXRc4[TRcX^]>UUXRTabQh3TRT\QTa $! '>]cWTQPbXb
^UcWTaTRTXeTS_a^_^bP[b1;>bP]S>UUXRTab4\_[^hTTbfX[[QT
W^]^daTSX]cWTE^cTab³3Ph_a^VaP\\T^]9P]dPah!$! (
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1W^_P[)CWT6PYP]P]<PSWPe<dZcXQ^SWB\XaXcXBP\Pa^WXbQTX]V
^aVP]XbTSQh<PSWhP?aPSTbWBPWXchP0ZPS\XX]7^bWP]VPQPS^]
=^eT\QTa(4bbPhfaXcX]VR^\_TcXcX^]^UbcdST]cb^UbRW^^[P]S
R^[[TVT[TeT[fX[[QTVX]Ua^\"_\X]cWTBP\Pa^WCWTX]PdVdaP[
bTbbX^]^UcWTB\XaXcXBP\Pa^WfX[[QTWT[SPc#_\BT]X^a;XccTaPcTda
3AAP\TbWfPaP\CXfPaXP]SAPSWPeP[[PQWBWPa\PfX[[ST[XeTa
[TRcdaT^]cWTbdQYTRc²<dZcXQ^SWZXBP\PYXZ2WTc]P³X]cWTX]PdVdaP[
bTbbX^]CWT_a^VaP\\TfX[[QTR^]SdRcTSQh0bW^Z9P\]P]X
:XbW^aT:PaPXhhP²2P_cPX]³XbcWT2^^aSX]Pc^a^UcWTB\XaXcXBP\Pa^W
fWXRWXbQTX]V^aVP]XiTSPc=4B2^[[TVT^U7^bWP]VPQPS
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yes of 76 year old late Govind das Bangard have been donated to Sewa Sadan Eye Hospital by his son Nimish Bangard.
E
A resident of Arera Colony, Bhopal late Govind das Bangard
passed away on November 5. With this donation two blind persons would now get eye-sight. As many as 1,609 free cornea transplantations have so far been performed in Sewa Sadan Eye
Hospital.
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iving a further impetus to ease of doing
business in Punjab, the Chief Minister
G
Capt Amarinder Singh on Tuesday launched
the Government’s Business First Portal’ —
paving way for further boosting industrial
development.
Pointing out that the portal, as a singlewindow clearance resource, would provide an
independent interface to investors for their
industrial grievance redressal, feedback and
suggestions, Capt Amarinder said that the
state-of-the-art online facility would help
bring fiscal incentives to investors in a timebound manner under the Industrial and
Development Policy-2017.
Capt Amarinder pointed out that various
initiatives taken by his government had already
boosted investment sentiment amongst the
investors and entrepreneurs, as was evident from
the fact that investment of over C10,000 crores
had been secured in the past 19 months, since
his government took over in March 2017.
The portal would also be instrumental in
creating job opportunities through the establishment of new industrial ventures across the
state, thus propelling the government’s ambitious
‘Ghar Ghar Rozgar’ scheme, said the Chief
Minister, lauding the initiative of the departments of Industries and Commerce and Punjab
Bureau of Investment Promotion.
The Chief Minister, who was accompanied
by several of his cabinet colleagues and leading
industrialists, reiterated his government’s commitment to making Punjab the most preferred
investment destination by according the highest priority to enhancement of ease of doing
business. Building on the success of Invest
Punjab, the State was taking the ease of doing

A

business to the next level by replacing multiple
electronic interfaces by various regulatory
departments and agencies, with the establishment of the unified Invest Punjab Business First
portal, which would provide services to both
existing as well as new industries for regulatory clearances and fiscal incentives, he said.
Under the portal, approvals for applications
having more than Rs one crore fixed capital
investment (FCI) would be given by Punjab
Bureau of Investment Promotion (Invest

Punjab) and for those up to Rs crore FCI, they
would be given at the district level.
Relationship Managers or Sector Officers
would be assigned automatically through the
portal.
The portal would provide 34 pre-establishment and pre-operation regulatory clearances of 11 departments and 35 fiscal incentives.
The Incentive Common Application Form
(iCAF) would be required to be filled only once
for availing multiple incentives.

day after coming out of Tihar
jail on parole, INLD’s state secretary general Ajay Chautala on
Tuesday began his state tour to
muster support for his sons, Hisar
MP Dushyant and Digvijay and
chalk out a strategy to wage a battle to secure their “right” in the
party.
Ajay Chautala on Tuesday visited Jhajjar, Dadri, Bhiwani, Hansi
and Hisar to meet party workers
and invite them for Jind rally on
November 17 where he will
announced the next course of
action.
Haryana’s main opposition
party, INLD’s patriarch Om Prakash
Chautala had on November 2
expelled his grandsons Hisar MP
Dushyant and Digvijay Chautala,
Ajay Chautala’s sons for indiscipline
and spreading disaffection within
the party. Ajay Chautala, who came
out of jail on parole on Monday had
announced to fight back and made
it clear that he and his sons are in
no mood to accept Abhay Chautala,
Ajay’s younger brother, as the political successor to OP Chautala.
Abhay Chautala is Leader of
opposition in Haryana Assembly
and had been managing the party
affairs since the conviction of OP
Chautala and Ajay Chautala in a
teachers recruitment scam.

Both OP Chautala and Ajay
Chautala are barred from contesting elections after they were convicted in a teachers recruitment
scam in 2013 and are serving tenyear sentences in Tihar Jail.
While addressing the party
workers at Jhajjar on Tuesday, Ajay
Chautala asked them to choose
one side either Kauravas or
Pandavas while comparing his family feud to Mahabharata.
Though he did not mention his
brother Abhay’s name during his
address, it was more than clear that
he was referring to him as
Duryodhan, who led the Kauravas
in the battle for the throne of
Hastinapura in Mahabharata.
Declaring that the INLD party
is not “anyone’s personal fiefdom”,
Ajay told the party workers that it’s
their party.
Later, addressing the party
workers at Hisar, Ajay said that he
is willing for a compromise, but I
want it to be honourable for everyone.
“We are not power-hungry people,” he said.
Reacting to Abhay’s statement
that those who left the party were
Congressmen, Ajay said, “Are people sitting here Congressmen? I pity
those with that kind of thinking and
making such allegations about hardcore party workers.”
Ajay will be holding statewide

tour to meet the party workers and
would conclude his tour at Jind on
November 17, where he will
announce his next course of action.
The INLD was founded in
October 1996 by Choudhary Devi
Lal, father of OP Chautala.
Ajay has had also announced to
visit Teja Khera village in Sirsa district, the birthplace of Devi Lal on
November 8 to seek the blessings of
his grandfather.
Two Haryana INLD legislators
– Anoop Dhanak and Rajdeep
Phogat – has came out in support
of Dushyant and met Ajay Chautala
on Monday. Several INLD district
presidents, the state women’s cell
chief and former legislators were
also present in Dushyant’s support
in New Delhi on Monday.
Ajay’s wife Naina Chautala, an
MLA from Dabwali assembly constituency is also holding public
meetings in support of her sons.
With infighting intensifying in the
INLD, Abhay Chautala had a day
before said that he is doing the job
assigned to him and OP Chautala is
head of the party and can take any
decision related to the INLD.
Commenting on the resignations of
several party leaders following the
expulsion of Dushyant and Digvijay,
Abhay Chautala had claimed that
those who left the party were the
paid agents of the Congress who
were trying to weaken the INLD.
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ithout making any reference to Ram temple conW
struction, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday
announced that Faizabad district would be renamed as
Ayodhya while the new medical college would be named
after Raja Dashrath. He also
announced setting up of an airport in Ayodhya which will be
named after Mar yada
Purshottam Ram.
When Yogi started his
speech during Deepotsava, the
air was pregnant with expectations that he might make an
announcement about construction of Ram temple in
Ayodhya. A day earlier he had
said in Haridwar that he will
make a “big” announcement in
Ayodhya. People were also
expecting him to say something about construction of the
proposed statue of Lord Ram
which is expected to come up
on the banks of river Saryua.
But, the Chief Minister
preferred to stay away from

making any contentious
announcements. In his oblique
reference to the aspirations of
the people, he said: “I know
what whole of Ayodhya wants.
I want to assure you that no
injustice will be done to
Ayodhya.”
It is believed that when he
talked about aspirations he
meant construction of Ram
temple because a delegation of
sants had closed-door meeting
with the Chief Minister when
he arrived in Ayodhya. When
Yogi started his speech a sadhu
came and gave a paper slip to
him which people thought
contained `what sadhus wanted the Chief Minister to say.’
During the speech, people
raised slogans demanding construction of Ram temple immediately. “Yogi ek kaam karo,
Ram mandir ka nirman karo,”
was the slogan raised by the
crowd. But Yogi preferred to
tow a middle path asking people to listen to him.
In his about 20-minute
speech, he declared that
Faizabad district will be
renamed as Ayodhya as “no
one can compromise with the
prestige of this place.”
He also declared that the
medical college, which is under
construction, will be known as
Raja Dashrath Medical College
while the airport will be named
after Lord Ram. The Chief
Minister even said that ‘Ram ki

pauri’ in Ayodhya will be developed like Har-ki-Pauri in
Haridwar and no nullah will be
allowed to directly throw its
effluent in Saryu river. He also
talked about a Government
plan of underground cabling.
“When we talk about Lord
Ram, one conjures up an image
of Ram Rajya. In the last four
and a half years, the Narendra
Modi Government has worked
to bring Ram Rajya.

Policies have been
launched under which 36 crore
bank accounts have been
opened for the poor people in
which over Rs 86,000 cr has
been deposited. Under
Aayushman Bharat scheme,
the poor are given free health

care while they are also given
free electric and gas connections. This is what is a Ram
Rajya where all the people are
getting benefits from the State,”
he said.
He said the Prime Minister
has proposed a Ramayana
Circuit starting from Janakpuri
to Sri Lanka. This circuit would
be the embodiment of India’s
policy that it wants peace.
Earlier in the day, he inaugurated projects worth Rs

176 cr for twin cities of
Ayodhya and Faizabad.
Governor of Uttar Pradesh
Ram Naik, Governor of Bihar
L alji Tandon and MoS
External Affairs Gen (retd)
VK Singh also spoke on the
occasion.
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s the winds continued to blow in the
nation’s Capital on Tuesday, the air
A
quality improved to ‘very poor’ from
‘severe’ however, experts are anticipating
a rise in pollution levels following
Deepawali celebrations in North India. The
marginal dip in the values of Suspended
Particulate Matters ( SPMs) is due to less
stubble burning activities as per the
SAFAR’ s observation.
With this, the experts anticipate the air
quality to deteriorate further after
Deepawali. According to System of Air
Quality Forecasting and Research
(SAFAR), Delhi’s air quality after the festival is expected to fall in ‘severe plus category
Notably, values of both Particulate
Matters PM 10 and PM 2.5 were recorded at 382 and 126 in microcubic per gram
on National Ambient Air Quality Index (
NAAQI). Meanwhile Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) said that in 20 areas

of Delhi, the air quality fell in ‘severe’ category, in 13 years, it was ‘very poor’. The
CPCB data further said that in Delhi NCR,
the PM2.5 was recorded 237 and PM10
was recorded at 366.
Although the stubble burning impact
is less in Delhi air but firecrackers emission may escalate values of harmful pollutants in city air, said an environmentalist.
“The stubble burning induced impact
is expected to decline and if no additional emissions from Firecrackers are added
then Air Quality will improve during
Diwali period (7-8th Nov. 2018), but will
remain in ‘Very Poor category’,” SAFAR

said in its official statement.
“However, even if 50% of the total load
of toxic fire crackers as compared to
Diwali-2017 is added, the prevailing
weather conditions will aggravate the
high smoke level and make air quality to
persist in ‘Severe range’ for at least two
days 8-9 Nov 2018 , “This scenario is likely to hold the locally generated crackers
emissions within the NCT, slowing down
the dispersion, resulting in increase levels
of PM2.5 and PM10 pollution,” SAFAR
said in a statement.
Meanwhile, the air quality forecast
agency also said that th ehighest levels of
PM10 and PM2.5 are expected between
11AM to 3AM on the night of 7-8,
November.
“Both
Stubble
and
Cracker fire increase fine particles (PM2.5
and smaller) rapidly to increase its share
in PM10 by 10-20 per cent as compared
to normal days resulting in enhanced effect
will be more adverse health impacts, “
MoES said in a statement.
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eeping in view the general
elections and assembly
polls due in 2019, Haryana
Government has geared up to
prepare budget 2019-20.
The State Government on
Tuesday issued directions that
the scheme-wise budget proposals for 2019-20 should be
realistic and formulated on the
basis of actual expenditure of

previous years, keeping in view
the tentative minimum requirement of the Department.
“The capital and revenue
classification of each scheme
may be worked out separately,” said an official spokesman
of the Finance Department.
He said that provision of
state share should be kept
under the Centrally Sponsored
Schemes to match the corresponding Central Share.
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Government of India has
changed the funding pattern in
some of the schemes.
Accordingly, the provision of
state share as well as Centre
share be kept after confirma-

tion of the concerned Ministry
of the Government of India, he
said.
The spokesman further
said that sufficient funds
should be kept for ongoing
works in existing
So that these can be completed without problem. Funds
should be kept for the committed liability of the
Department under existing
schemes.
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ll aspects of theatre form
are being taught in a theatre
workshop which is being organised at Bhopal’s first sound
proof theatre hall KITE Studio.
The workshop will begin from
Monday is being organised by
Karmyogi Creative Group,
Bhopal.
Notably from backstage to
theatre art on stage everything
is being taught in the workshop.
The workshop is being organised for the youngsters to learn
the basics and necessary tips of
theatre art.
The workshop is being
conducted by Karmyogi’s director Nitish Dubey. He was
recently felicitated as the second
best script writer award in
Delhi during ongoing 8th
Theatre Olympics.
The participants will be
taught the techniques like how
to use the props and properties,
speech therapy, improvisation
of stories, body movements,

F^aZbW^_fX[[\PY^a[hU^Rdb^]
0RcX]VcTRW]X`dTb1^Sh
;P]VdPVT>QbTaePcX^]P[ZX[[b
E^XRT<^Sd[PcX^]3XRcX^]P]S
B_TTRWCWXbfX[[_a^eXSTPd]X`dT
Z]^f[TSVT_aPRcXRTQPbTS
cTRW]X`dTbfWXRWXbeTah
X\_^acP]cc^PR`dXaTX]cWXbRPaTTa

facial expression with dialogue,
footwork on music along with
other experimental exercises
are being taught by noted theatre personalities of the city.
The workshop will majorly focus on Acting techniques,
Body Language, Observational
kills, Voice Modulation, Diction
and Speech.
This will provide a unique
knowledge practice based techniques, which is very important
to acquire in this career. All
kind of genres like tragedy,
comedy, drama and horror

would be taught in this workshop. Notably, this workshop
will be very different from others. In this workshop participants could learn the basic of all
art forms from well-known
experts who have been invited
for this workshop.
Further, these days the
youngsters are getting more
influenced by the theatrical
activities and to make a career
in acting, they have to learn the
basics of acting which will be
taught in this workshop, Nitish
added.
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n order to wash away perilous pollutants that is afflicting the national Capital, the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) is mulling to
induct artificial rain in the
city after Deepawali.
A senior CPCB official
said they are in talks with the
Indian Institute of Technology
Kanpur and the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) for inducing artificial
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From Page 1
Former Prime Minister
and JD(S) leader HD Deve
Gowda thanked people of the
State for supporting the development-centric administration
of Congress-JDS in the State.
He said the JDs - Congress
combine has defeated BJP and
“we will continue this coalition
to 2019 elections to defeat
BJP.”
Chief
Minister
Kumaraswamy congratulated
Congress and JD(S) workers. “I
also congratulate JDS State
leaders and workers who
worked towards this win. The
BJP calls JDS-Congress coalition ‘Apavitra Maitri’, today
that contention has been nullified,” the CM said.
Kumaraswamy said this
election was the first step and
there are 28 Lok Sabha seats for
which the party will work
together with Congress to win
all of them. “This is not an
empty boast just because we
have won today. This is the
confidence of people in us. This
win is not making us arrogant,”
he said.
Kumaraswamy
also

rain after Diwali when the
pollution is expected to reach
“severe-plus emergenc y”
stage. “We are waiting for
meteorological conditions to
become stable and then use
cloud seeding for inducing
artificial rain,” he said. Cloud
seeding is the process of combining different kinds of
chemical agents - including
silver iodide, dry ice and even
common table salt - with
existing clouds in an effort to
thicken the clouds and

increase the chance of rain or
snowfall.
An IIT Kanpur professor
said weather conditions are
being monitored to become
favourable for creating artificial
rain. “We are supporting the
project by providing salt mix
for inducing artificial rain. The
weatherman is monitoring
weather conditions to become
favourable for creating artificial
rain,” the IIT Kanpur professor,
who is part of the project,
said.

accused BJP of horse-trading
and said the saffron party is
offering around Rs 25-30 crore
to some Congress and JD(S)
MLAs but they will never be
able to poach them.
An estimated 67 per cent
voter turnout was recorded in
the bypoll. Total 31 candidates
were in the fray from all the five
constituencies, though the contest was mainly between the
Congress-JD(S) combine and
the BJP.
In May, Yeddyurappa and
Sriramulu of the BJP and CS
Puttaraju of the JD(S) vacated
Shivamogga, Ballari and
Mandya following their election to the Assembly in May.
In the 2014 elections, the
BJP had won 17 of Karnataka’s
28 Parliamentary seats while
the Congress won 9 and HD
Kumaraswamy’s JD (S) had
won 2 seats. The BJP won 104
of the 224 seats in the Assembly
election in May.
Former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah said, “The victory in the by-elections is
Diwali gift to the Congress and
the JD(S) from people of
Karnataka. The outcome of
the by-elections is an indicator
for the Lok Sabha elections. I
am thanking the voters in three

Lok Sabha seats and two
Assembly seats.”
Congress leader Manish
Tiwai said, “This is an indication that the mood of the
nation has changed. Out of 10
bypolls that have taken place,
the Congress and likeminded
parties have performed exceedingly well,” he said.
Congress Karnataka tweeted, “We are grateful to all the
voters who came out in huge
numbers to support us. People
of Karnataka have sent a clear
message to the BJP.”
In
a
statement
Yeddyurappa said, “My party
accepts the verdict of the people in this bypoll with all
humility. The fact of the matter is that both the Congress
and the JDS have indulged in
rampant misuse of official
machinery as well as indulged
in rampant distribution of
liquor and money. It is true that
it would have been extremely
satisfying had we won Ballari
Lok Sabha and Jamakhandi
Assembly seats. In Shivamogga
too, we had expected to win
with a huge margin. However,
our victory in Shivamogga
with a margin of over 52,000
votes is really impressive given
the fact that we fought the

From Page 1
Girls below 10 years of
age and women above 50
have frequently prayed at the
temple in the past. However,
the entry of women of all ages
has become a sensitive issue
after the Supreme Court verdict.
On Monday, a 30-year-old
woman, who had reached the
base camp at Pamba along
with her husband and two
children, went back early this
morning without offering
prayers.
She had told police that it
was her husband who was
keen that she should worship
at the Ayyappa temple. The
Ayyappa temple here opened
Monday for the second time
in three weeks for a two-day
special puja amid unprecedented security over apprehension of protests by those
opposing the Supreme Court
order allowing women of all
age groups into the shrine.
Hundreds of police personnel,
including
armed commandos, are keeping a tight vigil in the temple
complex and nearby areas to
prevent any untoward incident.
Following the verdict,
attempts by around a dozen
women, including activists
and journalists in the 10-50
years age group, to script history came to nought as frenzied devotees of Lord
Ayyappa heckled and hassled them and forced them to
retreat.
Both the Congress, the
main opposition party in
Kerala.
might of the joint force of
both the Congress and the
JDS besides shameless misuse
of official machinery”.

<^SXc^
^_T]:<?
TfPh
From Page 1
Apart from the event in
Kundli (Sonipat), inaugural
programmes will be held at all
six toll plazas on the expressway.
“Ten industrial clusters
would be given on an area of
two kilometres each on both
sides of the super expressway
so that KMP could become a
carrier of economic progress
of the State,” the PWD
Minister, said.
Speaking on the shifting
of Kherki Daula toll plaza,
the Minister said that the toll
plaza will be removed from its
present site and relocated to
village Panchagoan in March
2019. This is being done to
provide seamless connectivity to the KMP, he added.
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—P Chidambaram

he result of the Karnataka
bypolls
where
the
T
Congress-JD(S) alliance posted an impressive win over its
rival BJP on Tuesday has come
as a major boost for the
Congress ahead of the upcoming State Assembly elections.
The Congress which is
playing a pivotal role in consolidation of the Opposition
parties to take on Modi juggernaut in next months, said
that Karnataka results exhibited the changing mood of the
countrymen.
Throwing the ball in the
court of other Opposition
ranks and likeminded secular
forces, Congress claimed the
progressive and pluralistic
forces had "vanquished" the
BJP in the last 10 bypolls in the
country. Congress spokesman
and former Union Minister
Manish Tewari said the results
are a clear indication that the
BJP can be squarely defeated if
the Opposition parties join
ranks. The left parties too said
a united Opposition could easily defeat the BJP.
The results have come as a
major setback for the BJP

ahead of the 2019 elections
with the party losing the Ballari
Lok Sabha seat, considered a
stronghold of the controversial
mining barons — the Reddy
brothers. The Karnataka's ruling JD(S)-Congress coalition
won both the Assembly constituencies and two of the three
Lok Sabha seats in the bitterly
fought bypolls held on
Saturday.
The electoral performance
comes as a booster to the
combine as the bypolls were
seen as a barometer of the public mood ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls. Both the coalition
partners had put up joint candidates in the bypolls, which
was also considered a test of
their ties.
Congress failed to forge an
alliance with the Uttar Pradesh
rivals BSP and SP for the forthcoming Assembly polls. BSP
and SP combine had exhibited
a good show in Uttar Pradesh
bypolls early this year when it
supported by Congress defeat-

ed BJP candidate in the home
district of Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath. "The
bypolls results should encourage the like minded parties top
come together if they want to
end the autocratic regime of
Narendra Modi," said a AICC
functionary.
"Congratulations to all the
workers & leaders of the
Congress party in Karnataka
on the decisive victory of the
Congress-JD(S) alliance in the
byPolls in the State. I thank
each and every one of you, for
your dedication & hard work
that made this victory possible,"
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi tweeted.
Senior Congress leader and
former Union Minister P
Chidambaram, in a tweet, said
a 4-1 result in Karnataka "looks
like a Test series win under
Virat Kohli". The CongressJD(S) coalition has delivered,
he said. In another tweet,
Chidambaram said, "Deepavali
celebrates the victory of good
over evil. The demon is vanquished. The modern day
demons are hate, intolerance
and impunity. Let the new

year bring victory for love,
tolerance and constitutional
values."
Congress spokesperson
Manish Tewari said his party
and the other progressive and
pluralistic forces had "vanquished" the BJP in the last 10
bypolls in the country. "Today,
the news from Karnataka is
extremely encouraging...This
is indicative of the changed
mood in the country," Tewari
said.
Congress' chief spokesperson Randeep Surjewala said,
"This is the victory of pro-people policies of the Karnataka
Government and a rejection of
the corrupt and divisive policies
of the BJP."
Welcoming the verdict of
the Karnataka bypolls, the Left
party said the people of the
southern State had made it
clear that a united Opposition
could easily defeat the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
"The Deepawali gift of the
Karnataka people makes it
clear that a united Opposition
can easily defeat the BJP," the
CPI said in a statement.
It added that the huge
margins of defeat of the saffron
party candidates showed the
anti-BJP mood of the people.
The CPI has consistently been
stressing on State-specific
alliances of non-BJP political
parties in order to take on the
ruling party in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls.
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ongress on Tuesday
accused
the
Modi
C
Government of seeking to
"demolish" the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) and said if the
Centre's reported demand for
C3.6 lakh crore from the Central
bank fructifies, it would
amount to "the great Indian
robbery". The party also said
the Government wanted the
money to dole out freebies
ahead of the 2019 parliamentary election.
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi attacked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over
the report, alleging that he
needs the amount to fix the
"mess his genius economic theories" have created. He also
urged RBI Governor Urjit Patel
to "stand up" to the Prime
Minister and "protect the
nation". There was no immediate reaction on the charge
made by Gandhi.
"C36,00,00,00,00,000. That's

how much the PM needs from
the RBI to fix the mess his
genius economic theories have
created. Stand up to him Mr
Patel. Protect the nation," the
Congress chief tweeted and
also posted the media report.
He cited the media report
claiming that at the heart of the
RBI-Government standoff was
a proposal by the Finance
Ministry seeking to transfer a
surplus of C3.6 lakh crore, more
than a third of the total C9.59
lakh crore reserves of the central bank, to the Government.
Congress spokesperson
Manish Tewari said at a press
conference that the amount
was being sought to allegedly
dole out "freebies" ahead of the
2019 parliamentary election. He
said such a move would have
"profound" implications on the
macro-economic stability of
India.
Alleging that the NDA
Government was "demolishing"
the RBI, Tewari asserted that
the Congress would resist all
attempts to undermine the economic sovereignty of India and
this "adventurism" would not be
allowed. "The facts which are
emerging in the public space,
the Government wants the RBI
to part with C3.6 lakh crore out
of C9.59 lakh crore which constitutes the cash reserve of the
RBI...," he alleged.
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three-member team of the
Election Commission will
arrive in poll-bound Mizoram
on Tuesday to assess the situation
in view of the demand for the
ouster of State's Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) SB Shashank.
Sources said that the highlevel team will hold discussions
with Chief Secretary Arvind
Ray, other senior officials and
leaders of civil societies in an
effort to resolve the impasse.
In a related development,
people congregated in large
numbers in front of Shashank's
office Tuesday following a call
by an umbrella organisation of
major civil societies and student associations to picket his
office demanding his removal.
Sources said that the team,
comprising Jharkhand state
CEO L Khiangte, Director of
Election Commission Nikhil
Kumar and Secretary, Election
Commission, S B Joshi is
expected to reach the state capital on Tuesday. Elections to the
40-member Mizoram Assembly
are scheduled for November 28.
Chief Minister Lal
Thanhawla on Monday wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking immediate

removal of the state CEO as
"people have lost faith in him".
Shashank's removal is the only
solution for smooth conduct of
the November 28 Assembly
elections, the chief minister
said in the letter.
Seeking the CEO's exit, the
NGO Coordination Committee,
an umbrella organisation of
major civil societies and student
associations, began picketing in
front of the CEO's office from
Tuesday morning. All shops in
Aizawl city, except a few restaurants, were closed Tuesday
morning in response to a call
made by the Mizoram
Merchants' Association (MiMA).
The protesters demanded the
ouster of Shashank, who, they
alleged have hurt the sentiments
of the Mizo people by his "proBru" stance for conducting the
elections. The civil society bodies have appealed to the owners
of commercial vehicles not to
allow their vehicles to be used for
transporting central paramilitary
forces from outside the state to
Mizoram. Vehicles bound for
Assam to transport the Central
Armed Police Forces were
stopped by volunteers of a
prominent non-governmental
organisation in Mizoram since
Monday, police said.
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JP on Tuesday downplayed its poor performance in the Karnataka
bypolls by saying that it
would not have impact on
the coming elections to the
five State Assemblies.
BJP's
National
spokesperson GVL Narsimha
Rao said that his party will go
well in the Assembly polls
irrespective of the bypoll
results and gains made by the
Congress and JDS combine.
"If any political party
thinks winning bypolls is
like winning real elections ,
they are sadly mistaken",
Rao told news persons.
Senior BJP leader and
former State Chief Minster
BS Yeddyurappa said "We
will introspect the results of

Ballari and move ahead. We
are confident that the 2019
Lok Sabha elections will be
completely ours".
"The fact of the matter is
that both the Congress and
JDS have indulged in rampant misuse of official
machiner y as well as
indulged in rampant distribution of liquor and money",
he said in a statement.
He however, went on to
add that "my party accepts
the verdict of the people in
this bypoll with all humility".
The by-election results have
come as a major setback for
the main Opposition BJP
ahead of the 2019 elections
with the party losing the
Ballari Lok Sabha seat, considered a stronghold of the
controversial mining barons
— the Reddy brothers.
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enched CBI Director Alok
Verma has reportedly denied
B
all the charges levelled against
him by his deputy Rakesh
Asthana while responding to the
questionnaire sent by the Central
Vigilance Commission(CVC).
In his written reply to the
CVC, Verma is said to have
responded to all the allegations
including bribery charges leveled
against him by Asthana and
denied them as baseless.
The CVC is probing the allegations levelled by Asthana
through a letter to the Cabinet
Secretary on August 24 alleging
that Verma was interfering in
several probes being carried out
under his supervision and also
levelled charges of criminal misconduct. The cabinet secretary
had forwarded the complaint to

CVC to look into it considering
the anti-corruption watchdog
has superintendence over CBI.
The CVC is also examining
the CBI case files relating to the
allegations levelled by Asthana
against Verma. The CVC has to
report to the Surpeme Court on
November 12 in connection
with its probe into the allegations
against Verma.
The CVC order late last
month divesting CBI special
director Rakesh Asthana of all
supervisory role from the agency
has mentioned allegations leveled by CBI Director Alok
Verma through a "secret note"
dated October 21, 2017 as one of
the reasons for taking the extraordinary move against the No 2
officer in the investigating body.
"In the said note, certain
transactions alleged to have been
found in certain records seized

from the Sandesara Group and
the likely public servants to
whom such entries relate have
been listed. It is mentioned that
23 suspected entries in hard as
well as soft data has been detected for a total amount of
C3,94,72,106 with respect to
Rakesh Asthana. Based on seized
records, CBI registered a case on
30.08.2017 against certain
Commissioners of Income Tax.
The investigation in the said case
is pending. The Commission
sought a report from the
Director CBI and the same is
pending," the CVC has said.
Interestingly, CBI Joint
Director, SIT, Sai Manohar
through a letter dated October 22,
2018, a week after registration of
a case of alleged bribery against
Ashtana, sent a letter to CVC
enclosing a "Top Secret" note
recorded by Asthana on infor-

mation allegedly received from a
source in Moin Qureshi case that
Satish Sana paid a bribe of C2
crore to Directir CBI to avoid
action. The note mentions some
more allegations and was marked
to JD, SITwith directions that he
be informed of the developments on investigationday to day
basis. A copy of a handwritten
statement dated October 1, 2018
allegedly written by Sana at CBI
headquarters stating that he had
discussed his case with an old
friend and a prominent person
who allegedly stated that he
would talk to concerned Directir
and inform. Sana alleged that his
contact person met Director,
CBI, apprised him of the repeated examinations and has been
assured that he would not be
called again for interrogation,
reads the CVC order.
The CVC order further men-

tioned that arrested CBI DSP
Devender Kumar through a representation on October 20, 2018
informed that the commission
that his residential and office
premises were being searched on
the basis of "false and spoofed
communications of with accused
Satish Sana Babu. Kumar said that
he had submitte a proposal for
arrest and custodial interrogation
of Sana which was still pending
a decision. He expressed his
anguish for the searches based on
fabricated documents and about
the irreparable damage to his reputation.
Through several communications to the CVC, Asthana
had also alleged that Verma was
trying to influence the course of
investigations including in the
IRCTC scam and Moin Qureshi
case but did not furnish the files
related to the cases to the anti-cor-

ruption watchdog despite repeated reminders. The CVC cited the
non-cooperation of Verma as a
"willful obstruction" in the functioning vigilance body that has
authority of superintendence
over the CBI in cases relating to
Prevention of Corruption Act.
The Government had
divested both Asthana and
Verma following their longstanding public feud through a
midnight order on October 23.
Both have accused each other of
receiving bribes from the same
businessman — Sana Satish
Babu, to give him relief in the
Moin Qureshi money laundering and bribery case.
The CVC is probing
Asthana's bribery charges against
his boss under the supervision of
retired Supreme Court Judge
A.K Patnaik with a two-week
deadline fixed by the apex court.
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hile we celebrate the
festival of lights with
W
much joy and fer vour,
wildlife experts have said
that many owls are sent to
gallows by those engaged in
black magic. This is considered by many to bring good
luck and prosperity.
While the exact number
of owls traded domestically
for killing is unknown,
wildlife experts have put the
figure in thousands throughout the country. The TRAFFIC, a wildlife trade network has issued an ‘Advisory’
to enforcement agencies calling for increased efforts to
help curb the trafficking and
sacrifice of owls casting a
shadow over the future of the
species in India.
The Advisory follows
TRAFFIC's investigations
into illegal owl trade in the
country, published in the
report "Imperilled Custodians
of the Night". According to
the report, owls are used and
traded for a wide variety of
purposes including for black
magic, street performances,
taxidermy,
private
aviaries/zoos, food, use in folk
medicines, capturing other
birds, use of claws and feathers in making headgear, and
eggs used in gambling.
"Illegal trapping and
trade peaks around the
Diwali festival month, especially in Northern India.
Occult practitioners drive
consumer demand by touting
the use of owl parts for purposes ranging from curing
various illnesses to fighting
the effects of evil spirits.
"Birds are poached for
their bones, talons, skulls,
feathers, meat and blood,
which are then used in talis-

mans, black magic, and traditional medicine. Owls,
especially with "ears" (or
tufts) are thought to possess
greatest magical powers,"
said Dr Saket Badola Head of
TRAFFIC India.
Of the 30 species of owls
found in India, 15 have been
found in illegal wildlife trade
with Spotted Owlet Athene
brama, Barn Owl Tyto
albaand Rock Eagle-Owl
Bubo bengalensis found to be
the most commonly recorded species in trade. They are
priced anything between
C6,000 and C15,000.
Badola said, "we urge
enforcement agencies to
strengthen wildlife law
enforcement efforts around
owl habitats, forest areas,
and bird trade markets".
"As the practice of owl
sacrificing begins with the
start of the Dussehra festival,
moving onto Diwali, poachers involved within the bird
trade are most active during
this season," he added.
Owls in India are protected under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act of India
that prohibits hunting, trade
or any other form of utitlisation of the species or their
body parts. Their international trade is further restricted under the Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES)
Kartick Satyanarayan,
co-founder of Wildlife SOS
and head of the organisation's Anti-Poaching Unit,
Forest Watch talked about
the important role of the owls
play in local ecosystems.
They prey on small rodents
and other crop pests. Thus
their ecological, economic,
and social importance cannt
be ignored.

Patna: RJD leader Tej Pratap
Yadav, who met his father Lalu
Prasad in Ranchi on Saturday
regarding his decision to divorce
his wife, did not return here as
expected but left mid-way for an
unknown destination, sources
close to the family said Tuesday.
Yadav had met his father for
a couple of hours at the Rajendra
Institute of Medical Sciences
hospital in Ranchi, where the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) supremo is lodged in custody in connection with a fodder scam case,
Saturday and checked in at a
Bodh Gaya hotel Sunday night,
local MLA Kumar Sarvjeet said.
He left the hotel Monday
afternoon, saying he was going to
Patna, Sarvjeet added.
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New Delhi: The Congress on
Tuesday said that the BJP remembers
Ram temple when elections are
near and alleged that the ruling party
is just interested in seeking votes in
the name of Lord Ram.
The Ram temple has been used
by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
for political opportunism and it is
still doing it, Congress spokesperson
Manish Tewari told a press conference here. Asked about the Ram
temple issue on which several BJP
leaders have made comments, he
said, "The basic question is that the
BJP remembers the Ram temple
when elections come. We have been
saying this continuously, and the history of the last 26 years is witness to
this fact that neither they have any
attachment to the Ram temple, nor
to Lord Rama, they only want to bag
votes in his name."
PTI

"I met Yadav, along with
other party leaders, over dinner
Sunday. He was looking exhausted. He bade us goodbye Monday,
saying he was returning home. I
have the knowledge of his movements only till his departure
from the Royal Residency hotel,"
the MLA told PTI over phone.
The mercurial elder son of
Prasad and former Bihar chief
minister Rabri Devi, however,
was yet to reach Patna, his family sources said.
Yadav had told reporters
after meeting Prasad that he
stood by his decision to give
divorce to his wife of six months,
Aishwarya Rai.
"No person can live a stifled
life," he had said.

Yadav is said to be fond of
visiting places of pilgrimage like
Vrindavan and Varanasi for spiritual solace and one of his grouses against his wife is that she has
not been able to adjust to his way
of life.
Yadav, a former Bihar health
minister, had recently spent a
number of days in Vrindavan,
where he was reportedly seen
playing a flute with a peacock
feather tied to his head in the
midst of a herd of cows.
Neither Aishwarya, who is
the daughter of RJD MLA
Chandrika Rai and granddaughter of former Bihar chief minister Daroga Prasad Rai, nor any
member of her family has spoken
on the matter so far.
PTI
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Jodhpur: Congress veteran
Ashok Gehlot on Tuesday
claimed that various constitutional institutions of the country were facing "grave threat"
from the present Government.
“The country is passing
through a difficult time today.
The top level institutions of the
country like the Election
Commission, NITI Ayog, CBI,
judiciary are under threat today
and being weakened,” said
Gehlot.
Gehlot ,who reached his
home town Jodhpur Tuesday to
celebrate Diwali with his family ahead of the December 7
state assembly elections, will
also be holding extensive consultations with the party workers and seeking their opinion on

selection of various candidates
for the upcoming poll.
Attacking the Modi government, Gehlot said the
democracy of the country was
in danger and exhorted youths
to support the Congress both in
the assembly and the Lok Sabha
elections and save democracy.
“Democracy of the country
is in danger today and I call
upon the youths of the
country to come forward and
bring back the Congress to
power for the betterment of the
country and democracy”,
Gehlot said.
On the first day of his visit
here, Gehlot met workers from
the three constituencies
of Jodhpur city on Wednesday.
PTI
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Shillong: The Meghalaya
Government on Tuesday
announced C378 crore investment in the second phase of the
state's flagship aquaculture mission aimed at cutting down fish
imports into the hill State.
The mission — Meghalaya
State Aqua Mission 2.0 — was
announced by Fisheries Minister
Comingone Ymbon at the 5th
state aqua festival held here at
the U Soso Tham auditorium
premises which was also attended by hundreds of fish farmers
from across the state.
Addressing the festival, the
minister said that under the mission, willing partners will need
to contribute only 15 per cent
while another 25 per cent will be
credit linkages and the rest 60
per cent Government assistance.

The Fisheries Minister said
that the Meghalaya State Aqua
Mission 1.0 has also increased
production of fries from 0.9 million in 2012 to 9.69 million in
2017 to meet market demand.
He hoped the production
would further increase in
Mission 2.0.
Agriculture Production
Commissioner K N Kumar,
who is also the additional chief
secretary, said Mission 2.0 aims
at addressing the 15,000 MT
shortfall of fish production in the
state within the next five years
beginning April 2019 and the
government intends to bring
1,500 ha of water areas into fisheries production facilities.
Under the mission, the total
investment will be C378 crore
which will be drawn from the
Centre and external aids besides

the state plan.
He said the Centre has
already sanctioned C51 crore
under the Blue Revolution
Scheme and about C20 crore has
been released.
Kumar
said
the
Government wants to also popularize integration of fish and
paddy cultivation as practiced in
Vietnam and other South East
Asian countries.
Highlighting the achievement of Mission 1.0, Kumar said
the mission doubled fish production of 4,799 MT in 2012 to
11,961 MT in 2017 and another 2,000 MT is expected to be
added this year. During the
past four years, 14 small scale
hatcheries, 12 medium hatcheries and 12 feed mills were set
up besides training over 5,000
fish farmers across the State. PTI
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*LYHQWKHJHRSROLWLFDOVFHQDULR,QGLD¶VQXFOHDU
GHWHUUHQFHWULDGEHFRPLQJRSHUDWLRQDOLVVLJQLILFDQW

)

RU DOO WKH YLFLRXVQHVV RI SROLWLFDO
WKUXVWDQGFRXQWHUWKUXVWEHWZHHQ
SDUWLHVRYHUWKHSDVWIRXUGHFDGHV
,QGLD·VSROLWLFDOHVWDEOLVKPHQWKDVVKRZQ
UDUHFRQVLVWHQF\DQGXQDQLPLW\LQSXU
VXLQJWKHQDWLRQDOQXFOHDUSURJUDPPH
DQG LWV ZHDSRQLVDWLRQ )URP ,QGLUD
*DQGKLWKURXJKWR$%9DMSD\HHRQZKRVH
UHVSHFWLYHZDWFK3RNKUDQ,DQG3RNKUDQ
,,WRRNSODFHDQGIURP0DQPRKDQ6LQJK
WR 1DUHQGUD 0RGL WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI
QXFOHDUSRZHUIRUFLYLOLDQSXUSRVHVDQG
IRURXUQDWLRQDOVHFXULW\KDVQRWEHHQORVW
RQ WKH SROLWLFDO OHDGHUVKLS 7KH OLRQ·V
VKDUHRIWKHFUHGLWIRURXUDFKLHYHPHQWV
LQWKHQXFOHDUILHOGPXVWRIFRXUVHJRWRRXUEULOOLDQWVFLHQWLVWVDQGWHFK
QRORJLVWVZKRKDYHEDWWOHGDOOPDQQHURIREVWDFOHVSXWLQWKHLUZD\E\QDWLRQV
DQGDJHQFLHVDYHUVHWR,QGLDDFTXLULQJQXFOHDUFDSDELOLW\%XWZLWKRXWWKH
EDFNLQJDQGVXSSRUWRIWKRVHLQSRZHUIURPDFURVVWKHSROLWLFDOVSHFWUXP
LWFRXOGKDYHDOOHQGHGLQVKDPEOHV,QVWHDGZHKDGWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHURQ
0RQGD\SURXGO\DQQRXQFHWKDWWKHFRXQWU\·VILUVWLQGLJHQRXVQXFOHDUSRZ
HUHGEDOOLVWLFPLVVLOHVXEPDULQH,16$ULKDQWKDGVXFFHVVIXOO\FRPSOHWHG
LWV ILUVW GHWHUUHQFH SDWURO 7KH VXFFHVV RI WKH VXEPDULQH ´JLYHV D ILWWLQJ
UHVSRQVHWRWKRVHZKRLQGXOJHLQQXFOHDUEODFNPDLOµKHDGGHGFOHDUO\WDU
JHWLQJ3DNLVWDQ7KH&KLQHVHWRRKDYHEHHQLQDVHQVHSXWRQQRWLFH
:HGROLYHLQDURXJKQHLJKERXUKRRG
7KHIXOO\RSHUDWLRQDOVXEPDULQHFRPSOHWHVWKHVHDOHJRI,QGLD·VQXFOHDU
WULDGJLYLQJLWDOOURXQGQXFOHDUVWULNHDQGFRXQWHUVWULNHFDSDELOLWLHVDIWHU
WKHLQGXFWLRQWKURXJKWKHVRIWKH$JQLVHULHVRIODQGODXQFKHGQXFOHDU
PLVVLOHVDQGWKHDUPLQJRIRXUILJKWHUDLUFUDIWLQFOXGLQJ6XNKRLV0LUDJH
V DVZHOODVWKHRQRUGHU5DIDOH ZKLFKFDQDOOGHOLYHUQXFOHDUZDU
KHDGV,WLVLPSRUWDQWKHUHWRXQGHUOLQHWKDWWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIWKHWULDGLV
YHU\PXFKSDUWRI,QGLD·VQXFOHDUGRFWULQHSUHPLVHGRQWKHWZLQSULQFLSOHV
RIPLQLPXPFUHGLEOHGHWHUUHQFHDQGDQRILUVWXVHSROLF\:KLFKLVDOVRZK\
LWLVVLJQLILFDQWWKDWWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHULWHUDWHGWKDW,QGLD·VQXFOHDUWULDGZLOO
EH´DQLPSRUWDQWSLOODURIJOREDOSHDFHDQGVWDELOLW\µ$VIRUWKHDFKLHYH
PHQWLWVHOIZHOORQO\DKDQGIXORIFRXQWULHV³WKH8QLWHG6WDWHV5XVVLD
)UDQFH8QLWHG.LQJGRPDQG&KLQD³FDQGHOLYHUQXFOHDUZDUKHDGVIURP
DVXEPDULQHDQG,QGLDQRZMRLQVWKDWFOXE
7KHWRQQH$ULKDQWDUPHGZLWKVXEPDULQHODXQFKHGEDOOLVWLFPLV
VLOHV 6/%0V LVFDSDEOHRIGHOLYHULQJQXFOHDUZDUKHDGVXSWRNPDZD\
7KHUDQJHKRZHYHUVD\H[SHUWVLVDOLPLWDWLRQDQG,QGLDUHTXLUHVWKHFDSD
ELOLW\WRGHSOR\6/%0VFDSDEOHRIVWULNLQJWDUJHWVWKRXVDQGVRINLORPHWUHV
DZD\$OVRWKHQXPEHURIQXFOHDUSRZHUHGDQGQXFOHDUPLVVLOHFDUU\LQJ
VXEPHUVLEOHYHVVHOVRIWKH,QGLDQ1DY\ZLOOQHHGWREHHQKDQFHGDSSUHFLD
EO\7RWKLVHQGDVHFRQGQXFOHDUVXEPDULQHWKH,16$ULJKDWLVDOUHDG\
XQGHUGHYHORSPHQWDQGH[SHFWHGWREHRSHUDWLRQDOE\%XWDGRVHRI
UHDOLVPDOVRQHHGVWREHLQMHFWHGWRFRXQWHUWKHH[FHVVLYHFKHVWWKXPSLQJ
LQFHUWDLQTXDUWHUV³WKH86KDVRSHUDWLRQDOQXFOHDUVXEPDULQHV5XVVLD
RYHU8.DQG)UDQFHEHWZHHQHDFKDQG&KLQD HTXLSSHGZLWK
-,1FODVVQXFOHDUWLSSHGPLVVLOHVZLWKDUDQJHRIRYHUNLORPHWUHV 
6RZKLOH,QGLD·VQHZHVWQXFOHDUZHDSRQVGHOLYHU\SODWIRUPLVDZHOFRPH
DQGPXFKQHHGHGDVLWFRPSOHWHVWKHFRXQWU\·VODQGDLUVHDDELOLW\LQWHUPV
RIQXFOHDUGHWHUUHQFHZHKDYHWRNHHSWKHQXFOHDUSURJUDPPHZHOOIXQG
HGWRHQVXUHWKDWIXWXUHVHFXULW\FKDOOHQJHVFDQEHPHWHIIHFWLYHO\

AcZgReVaRce_Vc
'HVSLWHEHLQJEXUQHGE\WKH$LUSRUW([SUHVV
H[SHULHQFH'HOKL0HWURZDQWVSULYDWHSDUWQHUV

$

V'HOKL0HWUR·VWKLUGSKDVHRIFRQ
VWUXFWLRQFRPHVWRDQHQGLWQRZ
KDVDWUDFNOHQJWKH[FHHGLQJ
NLORPHWHUV PDNLQJ LW RQH RI WKH 
ORQJHVW PHWUR V\VWHPV LQ WKH ZRUOG
'HVSLWH GHOD\V GXULQJ FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI
ODWHHVSHFLDOO\GXHWRODQGDFTXLVLWLRQ
LVVXHV WKLV LV D WUXO\ UHPDUNDEOH IHDW
JLYHQWKH'HOKL0HWURRQO\VWDUWHGRSHU
DWLRQVLQ1RRWKHU,QGLDQFLW\·VFXU
UHQW0HWURWUDFNH[FHHGVNLORPHWHUV
DQGZLWKWKHSURSRVHGIRXUWKSKDVHRI
FRQVWUXFWLRQ 'HOKL 0HWUR ZLOO KDYH D
WUDFNOHQJWKH[FHHGLQJNLORPHWHUV
SXWWLQJ LW WKLUG EHKLQG 6KDQJKDL DQG
%HLMLQJLQWHUPVRIWUDFNOHQJWK<HWWKHUHDUHDFRXSOHRISURSRVDOVE\WKH
'HOKL0HWURIRUWKHIRXUWKSKDVHWKDWDUHDELWRGGWRVD\WKHOHDVW
)LUVWWKHUHLVWKHLVVXHRIOHDVLQJUROOLQJVWRFNZKLFKLVSHFXOLDUIRUD
ODUJH0HWURV\VWHP7KHVHFRQGLVWRDOORZSULYDWHSOD\HUVWRRSHUDWHOLQHV
RQWKH0HWUR7KHODWWHUSURSRVDOLVYHU\VWUDQJHLQGHHGIRUWKH'HOKL0HWUR
5DLO&RUSRUDWLRQ '05& JLYHQKRZEDGO\EXUQHGLWZDVRQWKH$LUSRUW([SUHVV
/LQHZKHQLWZDVXQGHUDSULYDWHRSHUDWRU'05&ORVWDFRORVVDODUELWUD
WLRQDZDUGDVLWZDVGHHPHGWRKDYHGHOLYHUHGGHILFLHQWKDUGZDUH2IFRXUVH
WKHUHLVWKHH[DPSOHRIWKH5DSLG0HWURLQ*XUXJUDPZKLFKZDVGHYHORSHG
DQGLVRSHUDWHGE\,/ )6DQGLWKDVEHHQDVXFFHVVIXOPRGHOWKHRQO\VXFK
PRGHOLQWKHZRUOG7KDWVDLGWKH5DSLG0HWURLVDYHU\VPDOOV\VWHP7KH
+\GHUDEDG0HWURLVDQRWKHUXQLTXH3ULYDWH3XEOLF3DUWQHUVKLSPRGHOEXW
WKDWWRRZDVUHVFXHGDIWHUWKH6DW\DPILDVFRDVWKHLQLWLDORSHUDWRURIWKH
+\GHUDEDG0HWURZDV0D\WDV,QIUDVWUXFWXUHD6DW\DPVXEVLGLDU\
7KDWLVQRWWRVD\WKDWDSULYDWHSDUWQHUVKLSRUDSULYDWHO\RZQHG0HWUR
V\VWHPFDQQRWZRUNEXWWKH'HOKL0HWUR·VLGHDRIGHYHORSLQJWKHKDUGZDUH
DQGKDYLQJDSULYDWHRSHUDWRUUXQWKHWUDLQVWKHZD\WKH'HOKL7UDQVSRUW
&RUSRUDWLRQKDVSULYDWHEXVHVRSHUDWHLVQRWDJUHDWLGHD8QGHUVWDQGDEO\
WKH'HOKL0HWURLVIDFLQJFRVWLVVXHVZLWKUROOLQJVWRFNEHFRPLQJH[SHQ
VLYHDQGGHVSLWHWZRIDUHKLNHVLQWKHSDVW\HDUFRVWVSDUWLFXODUO\RIFRQ
VWUXFWLRQDUHEHJLQQLQJWRHVFDODWH+RZHYHUWKH'HOKL0HWURPXVWNHHS
EXLOGLQJDVWKH0HWURLVWKHRQO\WKLQJNHHSLQJ'HOKL·VHFRQRP\JRLQJDQG
ZKLOHWKH0HWURPD\QRWEHDSURILWDEOHYHQWXUHLWVHFRQRPLFYDOXHWR'HOKL
DQGLWVVXEXUEVFDQQRWEHXQGHUVWDWHG*RLQJGRZQWKHSULYDWHRSHUDWRU
URXWHWKRXJKPD\QRWEHWKHVPDUWHVWLGHD
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ith
no
effective
Government in Sri Lanka
after the soft coup by
President Maithripala
Sirisena on October 26, a
floor test for the two prime ministerial
claimants scheduled on November 14, and
an insecure President presiding over the
shambles, is it surprising that the Colombo
Fort Magistrate Ranga Dissanayaka has
ordered the arrest of the country’s top military officer, Chief of Defence Staff,
Admiral Ravindra Wijegunaratne before
November 9. This is not the first time such
a remand has been ordered — it was twice
earlier too including once when CDS was
in Mexico, though Sirisena intervened as
Defence Minister and Commander-inChief to close the case after Wijegunaratne’s
statement had been recorded. Apparently,
the case did not close.
There is no National Security Advisor
(NSA) in Sri Lanka, only a CDS, appointed
under an Act approved in Parliament two
years ago. It is suspected that the old regime
is behind the plot to oust Wijegunaratne. The
court has alleged that the Admiral had protected one Lt Commander Prasad
Hettiarachchi, who is the main suspect in
killing of 11 Tamil youths between 2008-09.
The officer has been playing truant —
caught in March 2017 and escaped in June
2018. According to reports, there is little
substance in the alleged charge given
there are some 572 Lt Commanders in the
Navy across the country and monitoring
their movements is not easy. Front page
allegations and arrest orders against the
CDS are not good for the morale of the Sri
Lankan armed forces.
The case highlights how divisive
domestic politics can undermine military
stature in a country where many senior officers are committed to one or the other
party. Sri Lanka Freedom Party’s (SLFP)
Sirisena is thought to have appointed former President Mahinda Rajapaksa as
Prime Minister mainly because the name
of Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka, a UNP
Minister in the National Unity Government
(NUG) of Sirisena and Ranil
Wickremesinghe, had figured in a CID
enquiry in an alleged plot to assassinate
Sirisena and Gotabhaya Rajapaksa,
Mahinda’s younger brother. In the 2015
presidential elections, Sirisena had accused
his rival Mahinda of trying to kill him. And
now he has made him Prime Minister.
Fonseka has been through this charade
before. On February 8, 2010, he was
detained, court-martialed, stripped off
General rank and jailed. As a former Army
Chief, he had dared to contest the presidential election against Mahinda Rajapaksa,
which he lost. He was charged with plotting
to assassinate Rajapaksa and allegations of
attempting a coup with help of India/R&AW
were also hurled against him. Despite being

one of the pivotal players in the
extermination of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
he was disgraced, the main driver for this being his arch rival
in the Army, Gotabhaya
Rajapaksa. The Army was divided between Gotabhaya’s people
and Fonseka supporters and also
along party lines.
Alongside Fonseka’s sacking, 30 officers were cashiered,
including five Major Generals
and two Brigadiers. One of the
sacked Generals is the present
Army Chief, General Mahesh
Senanayake, who had left for
Dubai and later worked in
Afghanistan. During the civil
war, he excelled as a security
force commander in Jaffna.
Though he was an Engineer
officer, he outdid himself in the
Special Forces. He is a tough, nononsense military leader who
was on wrong side of the fence.
After Rajapaksa was
defeated in 2015, Sirisena reinstated Fonseka and promoted
him as Field Marshal and made
him a minister. The political
victimization of Fonseka supporters was rectified to some
extent by the reinstatement
five years on of Senanayaka as
Army Chief. On taking over as
President on January 8, 2015,
Sirisena announced that he
would investigate the alleged
coup plot by Rajapaksa after
the latter had lost the election.
It is said that Rajapaksa tried
to get Army and police chiefs to
help him stay in power but they
did not oblige; Rajapaksa’s days
were over. Not that the Army
had not toyed with plots and
coups earlier. In 1962, was the
famous Colonels’ Coup at midnight January 27 against Prime
Minister
Sirimavo
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Bandaranaike. At the time, the
officer corps was majority
Christians, Tamils and Burghers.
The Sinhalese push in the composition of the officer corps by
Bandaranaike triggered off the
abortive coup.
Yoshita Rajapaksa, son of
Mahinda Rajapaksa was commissioned in the Sri Lankan
Navy a decade ago and he was
trained in Dartmouth, UK. His
maternal grandfather was
Captain EP Wickremesinghe,
winner of Burma Cross in
World War II for ferrying logistics along the Irrawaddy river.
The Captain never made it to
Commander of the Navy, who
at the time was a Commodore,
because he was a Catholic and
victim of the 1962 coup. What
his grandfather was deprived of,
the family, especially his mother Shiranthi, hoped Yoshita
would achieve — Commander
of Navy. At Dartmouth, he was
pampered as son of a head of
state and grandson of a Burma
Cross winner. As a shareholder
of a television company he was
allegedly investigated by
Financial Crime Department
and suspended from the Navy.
Bandaranaike’s unwritten
law was that only Sinhala
Buddhists would be made commanders of the three armed services. Many officers were obliged to change their religion.
Recently, a Tamil Christian
became a Navy commander
but only for two months. The
1966
coup
followed
Bandaranaike’s defeat in elections when her successor
Dudley Senanayake began to
undo pro-Sinhala reforms of his
predecessor. The Army
Commander was arrested but
later acquitted by court.

The suspension of legendary then Maj Denzil
Kobbekaduwa, who later
became Lieutenant General and
a war hero and was sent to Royal
College of Defence Studies,
London by one Government,
recalled by another Government
and sent back again, was to
become LTTE’s nemesis. But
Prabhakaran got him on a landmine when he was planning a
big operation against the LTTE.
After these two abortive
coups, the Government created
the Special Branch of the Ceylon
Police to obtain early warning of
uprisings and insurrections.
Unfortunately, on returning to
power in 1970, Bandaranaike
dismantled the organization
resulting in her Government
being surprised by the JVP
revolt in 1971, in suppressing
which the Indian Army played
a significant role.
Sri Lanka’s military has
been transformed under the
dynamic leadership of the likes
of Fonseka, Senanayake and
Wijegunaratne from a ‘funk’
force to an elite war-winning
machine which destroyed the
invincible Prabhakaran-led
LTTE. In the year 2000, I did a
study of the military after its
debacle at Elephant Pass and discovered how brittle it was.
Implicating war heroes in coup
conspiracies, assassination plots
and contrived misdemeanours
for political compulsions will
certainly undermine the health
of Sri Lanka’s military.
(The writer is a retired Major
General of the Indian Army and
founder member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
revamped Integrated Defence
Staff)
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Sir — This refers to the editorial
“Now or never” (November 5).
Supreme Court’s deferment of
hearing of the Ayodhya case till
January 2019 by a new bench,
which will fix further date of hearing, impending end of term of the
present Government at the Centre
and uncertainty about the kind of
political establishment which will
be in power after the 2019
General Election, has made the
RSS and Hindu outfits restless.
They may be of the belief that
construction of a Ram temple in
Ayodhya can be started only in
the rule of the present Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Government at
the Centre.
Taking it a case of now or
never, they are now pressing the
Government for an ordinance/law
for construction of Ram temple.
Had the apex court allowed hearing of the Ayodhya case to begin
on October 29 as scheduled earlier and delivered its verdict, it
could have acquitted itself from
the responsibility of whatever
happens in the country in future
over the issue.
MC Joshi
Lucknow
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DYWbUcc1f^Y*1fYSdY]_VXe]Q^Q`QdXi
WXb aTUTab c^ cWT TSXc^aXP[ °CXVTa caPePX[b±
=^eT\QTa % BXghTPa^[S cXVaTbb 0e]X fPb
ZX[[TS <P]h eX[[PVTab WPeT aTY^XRTS ^eTa WTa
ZX[[X]VB^\TWPeTSTT_[h\^da]TSWTaSTPcW7Ta
RdQbPaT\^cWTa[Tbbc^SPh0e]XfPbQ[P\TSU^acWT
[^bb^U "[XeTbX]cWTPaTP^eTaPR^d_[T^UhTPab8c
XbQT[XTeTSfWT]P[[TUU^acb^UcWTU^aTbcST_Pac\T]c
c^ RPcRW cWT QXV RPc fT]c X] ePX] Xc WPS c^ cPZT
aTR^dabTc^cWXbTgcaT\TbcT_
CXVTabPaT]PcdaP[Wd]cTabP]SU^aTbcXbXcbcTa
aXc^ah FWT] U^aTbc [P]Sb PaT T]Ra^PRWTS d_^] Qh
Wd\P]QTX]VbcWT]P]X\P[b[XZTcWTbTPaT[TUcbcaP]S
TS4eTahP]X\P[[^eTaXbT]cXc[TSc^cWTUTT[X]VcWPc
0e]XR^d[SWPeTQTT]RPdVWcP[XeTQhfPh^UcaP]
`dX[XbTabX]bcTPS^UQTX]VWd]cTS8UcWTU^aTbcST_Pac
\T]c_[P]]TSc^caP_cWTcXVTaP[XeT^]Tf^d[SWPeT
W^_TSXcWPSTgXVT]Rh\TPbdaTbX]_[PRTc^RPcRWWTa
TXcWTaSdaX]VSPaZ]Tbb^aX]RPbT^UaTcP[XPc^ahPccPRZ

C

D_eWXcQ^SdY_^c
Sir— The US imposed the toughest ever sanctions on a defiant Iran
to curb Iran’s missile and nuclear
programmes and diminish its
influence in the Middle East. In
response, President Hassan
Rouhani retorted that Iran will
proudly bypass sanctions by the

the countries in Asia and Europe
to join hands against this adamant
sanctions and save themselves
from declining their economies.
India must not be optimistic
about the temporary sanction.
Ashok Kumar Sanyal
Delhi

>_Y^TU`U^TU^SU
1^cWbXSTbfX[[UXTaRT[hPaVdT_^X]cbcWPcPaTX]
cWTXaUPe^daCWTcadcWXbcWPc8]SXPWPb]^cYdbc[^bc
P]^cWTacXVTaXcWPbQTT]PeXRcX\^UWd\P]P_PcWh
c^fPaSbP]X\P[b7d\P]X]cTaUTaT]RTX]P]X\P[cTa
aXc^ahXbfWPc\PST0e]XP\P]TPcTaP]S[TSc^bdRW
W^aaXUhX]V^dcR^\Tb
6P]P_PcWX1WPc
0Z^[P

United States. The Trump
Administration wants to stop
what it calls Tehran’s “malign”
activities including cyber attacks,
ballistic missile tests, and support
for terror groups in the Middle
East India and China — the two
biggest buyers of Iranian crude,
have so far appeared to have
skipped the punitive American
sanctions targeting the Iranian oil
and financial sectors. Though

the two Asian giants are believed
to be among the eight countries
that have been given the rare temporary exemptions from the
Iranian sanctions, but ultimately
this sanction will not only affect
its allies rather it will disturb the
economy of entire world.
This is US monopolistic attitude, which is unbecoming. As US
sanctions doesn’t have backing of
United Nations, it is high time for

Sir — New Caledonia has rejected the proposal to detach itself
from France in a vote with 56 per
cent voting against independence. While 43.6 per cent voted
to leave, it was closer than
expected. French President
Emmanuel Macron commented
that it showed “confidence in the
French Republic”. New
Caledonia is home to a quarter
of the world’s known nickel supply and is a strategic foothold for
France in a Pacific region coming under intense strategic focus.
May be the same logic could
apply to England with its
Falkland Islands off the coast of
Argentina.
Dennis Fitzgerald
Melbourne
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

P]P[hbXb
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RZWKDWWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWKDVPDGHLWFOHDUWKDWWKH$\RGK\D
WLWOHVXLWLVQRWLWVSULRULW\DQGHYHQWKHKHDULQJGDWHZLOOEH
GHFLGHGLQ-DQXDU\WKHVDIIURQSDUWLHVDUHJHWWLQJDJL
WDWHGDERXWWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRI5DPWHPSOHLQ$\RGK\D´:HKDYH
RWKHUSULRULWLHVµD%HQFKKHDGHGE\&KLHI-XVWLFH5DQMDQ*RJRL
KDGVDLGODVWZHHN%XLOGLQJWKH5DPWHPSOHLQ$\RGK\DKDVORQJ
EHHQDSURPLVHRIWKH6DQJK3DULYDU7KH566LVRIWKHYLHZWKDW
WHPSOHPXVWEHFRQVWUXFWHGDWWKHELUWKSODFHRI/RUG5DPDQGWKH
VLWHVKRXOGEHJLYHQWR5DP-DQPDEKRRPL1\DVEXWWKLVKDGQRW
EHHQSRVVLEOHGXHWROHJDOFRPSOLFDWLRQVWKXVIDU
7KHSUHVVXUHKDVJURZQIURP6DQJKDIILOLDWHVDIWHUWKH566
FKLHI0RKDQ%KDJZDWLQKLV9LMD\D'DVKDPLDGGUHVVGHPDQGHG
7KH*RYHUQPHQWVKRXOGEULQJDQRUGLQDQFHDQGEXLOGWKH5DP
0DQGLULQ$\RGK\D1RPRUHSROLWLFVRYHULWQRZ,W VQRWDFRQ
WURYHUV\ EHWZHHQ UHOLJLRQVµ ,Q DGGLWLRQ WKH .XPEK 0HOD IURP
-DQXDU\WR0DUFKLQ$OODKDEDG3UD\DJUDMZLOOFUHDWHWKHULJKW
DWPRVSKHUHIRUWKH¶%XLOG5DP0DQGLU·FKRUXV7KHTXHVWLRQLV
ZKHWKHUWKH*RYHUQPHQWVKRXOGWDNHWKHRUGLQDQFHURXWHIRUFRQ
VWUXFWLRQRIDWHPSOHZKHQWKHDSH[FRXUWLVUHYLHZLQJWKHWLWOHVXLW
7KHUHDUHVRPHZKRIHHOWKDWIDLWKVKRXOGQRWRYHUUXOHWKHODZ7KH
6DEDULPDODFRQWURYHUV\KDVDGGHGWRWKLVYLHZ2QWKHRWKHUKDQG
WKHVDIIURQEULJDGHIHHOVWKDWWKHOHJDOUHYLHZKDVJRQHRQWRRORQJ
DQGLWPXVWEHEURXJKWWRFORVXUHVRRQ'RHVWKH*RYHUQPHQWKDYH
DPDMRULW\LQWKH8SSHU+RXVHWREULQJLQDODZ"&DQD%LOOEHSXVKHG
WKURXJK LQ D MRLQW VLWWLQJ RI 3DUOLDPHQW" 7KH 1DUHQGUD 0RGL
*RYHUQPHQWLVLQDFDWFKVLWXDWLRQDVWKHPDWWHULVWHFKQLFDO
O\VXEMXGLFH([FHSWWKH6KLY6HQDDOPRVWDOORWKHUDOOLHVRIWKH
%-3EHOLHYHWKDWVXFKDPRYHZLOOFUHDWHDQDWPRVSKHUHRIGLV
WUXVWLQWKHPLQRULW\FRPPXQLW\,QWHUHVWLQJO\RQ-DQXDU\
DPRQWKDIWHUWKH%DEDUL0DVMLGZDVGHPROLVKHGWKH1DUDVLPKD
5DR*RYHUQPHQWDFTXLUHGDFUHVRIODQGLQ$\RGK\DLQFOXG
LQJWKHDFUHVRQZKLFKWKHGHPROLVKHGVWUXFWXUHKDGVWRRG
WKURXJKDQRUGLQDQFHZKLFKZDVVXEVHTXHQWO\UHSODFHGE\WKH
$FTXLVLWLRQRI&HUWDLQ$UHDVDW$\RGK\D$FW:KHQLWZDV
FKDOOHQJHGWKH$SH[&RXUWXSKHOGLWVFRQVWLWXWLRQDOLW\LQ7KH
GLVSXWHQRZDVSHUWKHFRXUW VLQWHUSUHWDWLRQLVWKHWLWOHLVVXH
7KH%-3·VPDQLIHVWRVDLG´%-3UHLWHUDWHVLWVVWDQGWR
H[SORUHDOOSRVVLELOLWLHVZLWKLQWKHIUDPHZRUNRIWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQWR
IDFLOLWDWHWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKH5DP7HPSOHLQ$\RGK\Dµ3DUW\
FKLHI$PLW6KDKKDGGHFODUHGUHFHQWO\WKDW´WKH%-3LVILUPRQWKH
5DP7HPSOHLVVXHHIIRUWVZLOOEHPDGHWRHQVXUHWKDWWKHPDQGLU
LVFRQVWUXFWHGXQGHU&RQVWLWXWLRQDOSURYLVLRQVµ:LWKLQWKHSDUW\
WKHUHLVDQRYHUZKHOPLQJRSLQLRQWKDWDGHFLVLRQVKRXOGEHH[SH
GLWHG7KH9+3KDVXUJHGWKH*RYHUQPHQWWREULQJLQOHJLVODWLRQ
LQWKHHQVXLQJ:LQWHU6HVVLRQRI3DUOLDPHQW7KHWHPSOHPRYH
PHQWJDWKHUHGIXUWKHUPRPHQWXPRQ6XQGD\ZLWKVHHUV
LQFOXGLQJ%DED5DPGHYDQG6UL6UL5DYL6KDQNDUSDVVLQJDUHV
ROXWLRQDVNLQJWKH*RYHUQPHQWWRHLWKHUEULQJDQ2UGLQDQFHRUHQDFW
DODZIRUWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKH5DP7HPSOHLQ$\RGK\D6HQLRU
%-3OHDGHUVOLNH8WWDU3UDGHVK&KLHI0LQLVWHU<RJL$GLW\DQDWKDQG
8QLRQPLQLVWHU8PD%KDUWLKDYHFDOOHGIRUDQDPHQGPHQWWRWKH
&RQVWLWXWLRQLIUHTXLUHGIRUWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIDJUDQG5DP7HPSOH
7KH2SSRVLWLRQRIFRXUVHZRXOGQRWOLNHWRJLYHDQ\HOHFWRUDO
DGYDQWDJHWRWKH%-3DVWKH\IHHOWKDWWKH%-3KDVPLONHGWKH5DP
LVVXHIRU\HDUV$FFRUGLQJWR&RQJUHVVOHDGHU3&KLGDPEDUDP
´7KH &RQJUHVV· VWDWHG SRVLWLRQ LV WKDW WKH PDWWHU LV EHIRUH WKH
6XSUHPH&RXUWDQGHYHU\RQHVKRXOGZDLWXQWLOWKH6XSUHPH&RXUW
GHFLGHV:HVKRXOGQRWMXPSWKHJXQµ7KH/HIWSDUWLHVDQGRWK
HUVDUHZDLWLQJIRUWKH*RYHUQPHQW·VPRYH$VHFWLRQRIWKH%-3
IHHOVWKHRUGLQDQFHURXWHFRXOGIRUFHWKH&RQJUHVVWRWDNHDVWDQG
RQWKHWHPSOHDWDWLPHZKHQLWLVSURMHFWLQJDVRIW+LQGXWYDOLQH
$OO$,00SUHVLGHQW$VDGXGGLQ2ZDLVLKDVFKDOOHQJHGWKH%-3WR
EULQJDQRUGLQDQFH8OWLPDWHO\LWLVDSROLWLFDOFDOOWKRXJKWKHSDUW\
DUJXHVWKDWLWLVDTXHVWLRQRIIDLWK+DVUDLVLQJWKH5DP7HPSOH
LVVXHSURYLGHGHOHFWRUDOEHQHILWVIRUWKH%-3"7KRXJKWKHSDUW\
EHQHILWWHGLQLWLDOO\HVSHFLDOO\LQWKHHDUO\VLWZDVQRWIRUORQJ
,WIRUPHGWKH*RYHUQPHQWLQ8WWDU3UDGHVKIRUDEULHISHULRGEXW
HYHUVLQFHFHDVHGWREHWKHVLQJOHODUJHVWSDUW\LQWKH6WDWH
XQWLOWKHODQGVOLGH(YHQLQ$\RGK\DWKRXJKWKH%-3FDQGL
GDWHDOZD\VGLGZHOOWKHPDUJLQKDVEHHQVWHDGLO\GHFOLQLQJ%XW
QRGRXEWUDLVLQJ$\RGK\DZLOOGLYHUWDWWHQWLRQIURPWKHLVVXHVWKH
2SSRVLWLRQZDQWVWRIRFXVRQ:KLOHWKHUHLVPXFKGHEDWHLQWKH
PHGLDDQGHOVHZKHUHWKHUHLVVLPSO\QRPRYHPHQWLQ*RYHUQPHQW
FLUFOHV5LJKWO\WKH*RYHUQPHQWLVFDXWLRXVDQGGRHVQRWZDQWWR
WDNHDQ\KDVW\VWHSWKDWPLJKWGDPDJHWKH*RYHUQPHQW·VLPDJH
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\$Q\PRYHRQWKH5DP7HPSOHZLOORQO\EHLQLWLDW
HGDIWHUWKHRXWFRPHRIWKH$VVHPEO\SROOVLQ5DMDVWKDQ0DGK\D
3UDGHVK&KKDWWLVJDUKDQG7HODQJDQDLVNQRZQRQ'HFHPEHU
7KHZULWHULVDVHQLRUSROLWLFDOFRPPHQWDWRU
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7KHUHDUH,32VWKDWVWHDGLO\GHFOLQHIRUPRQWKVDIWHUSHDNLQJRQOLVWLQJGD\6RPHVLPSO\WUDGH
VLGHZD\VIRUHYHUZLWKIDGLQJYROXPHWXUQRYHU,WSD\VWRSODQ\RXUVWRSORVVVWUDWHJ\HDUO\
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he current state of stock market is at best
choppy and uncertain, but that has not
weakened the resolve of many companies
and Government entities to not to make
an entry into the stock market via the tried
and tested IPO route. However, amid spiralling crude
prices and sky-rocketing fuel prices on the domestic front, the uncertain market is quickly morphing
into a bearish sentiment. Is this a great time to launch
an IPO or better still invest into one? Some analysts
are of the opinion that this is a long term investor's
market whereas others are of the view that the current market conditions are anything but investor
friendly and should be avoided pending some much
required stability and predictability.
The investors in the Indian stock market have
always weathered the ups and downs of the market conditions. But of late it is the IPOs which are
gaining some attention and most of the time the
attention is turning notorious due to many of the
IPO offerings bombing on their listing day; so
much so that they are getting inducted into the
stock market below their initial offer price.
There are multiple instances in the recent past
when good and profitable organisations, both public and private have shockingly failed to deliver
through the IPO route and got badgered on their
first day at the stock market. The recently
launched IPO of the railways engineering and construction firm, IRCON International (Indian
Railway Construction Company) is one such
example. Although, it raised C466 crore through
public issue and was subscribed almost 10 times,
the stock price plunged to C412.95 at the National
Stock Exchange on the closing day against the
issue price of C475. On the BSE, the stock price
opened at C410.30, which was a day’s low, and
closed at C416.65, down 12.3 per cent. The intraday high was at C464.40. This for a company that
had its order books full, and had explicit recommendations of premier research houses.
Since the past few decades, the IPO market has
been anything but a resounding success. Sure there
have been a few exceptions but largely it has been a
spectacular failure, with a number of high-profile
companies falling off dramatically after first sprinting out of the gate. Some analysts have pinned the
blame on a poor economic environment, contending that given the uneven macro picture, coupled with
all the major indexes being off by more than five per
cent over the last 12 months, the landscape was unaccommodating to all equities, let alone IPOs. No question, market fundamentals and the performance of
the broader economy will inevitably impact the valuation of any public company. But such talk is a bit
misguided with respect to the real reason why recent
IPOs have generally failed: The very process for bringing new issues to market is broken, rife with serious
conflicts of interests and essentially set up to fail retail
investors. Though this might seem like an exaggeration, but is actually worth thinking about.
Let’s look at the mechanics of the IPO
process. On a basic level, it’s like flipping a house,
but instead of an individual purchasing a home
and waiting a year or two to allow the market to
go up, deep pocketed IPO investors, conspiring
with investment banks, sometimes wait only a few
days, once a flurry of public buying artificially
inflates the price, before converting their initial
investment into outsized gains. In fact the more
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the stark reality comes out the more the
small budgeted common retail investor
will surely back out but for that a comprehensive understanding of the IPO
system is crucial.
Currently, many retail investors have
a very limited understanding of how a
company is taken public. Some don’t
know, for instance, that an investment
bank determines the issue price, not the
market. Others aren't aware that the same
investment bank then turns around and
provides their institutional clients —
typically ultra-high-net-worth individuals and large pension and mutual funds,
among others — the first opportunity to
buy those shares, well before the general
public gets a crack at them. Fewer probably realize the stakes for venture capital
firms, who, having plowed large sums into
these companies in the years leading up
to their public debut, are eager to cash out
their restricted stock once the six-month
unlocking period expires.
Working together, all these factors
stack the deck against the average investor,
who is basically a dupe in this entire
scheme. Many don't realize that they are
being used like this, and what's worse, it’s
as if they don't care. What matters to them
is that a hot, new IPO is about to hit the
market, and they want in, and no valuation is too high, because in the short-term
at least, they all go up. Since investor
awareness is very low in India, the IPO
saga keeps getting repeated over and over
again. This is fuelled by some lucky
investors who manage to sell off their stock
just in time and make some money.
The retail investors in India like anywhere else in the world are the most risk
exposed section of the investing community. Investing in IPOs for these investors
can be massively profitable as a hot stock
can double or triple in price in a short
time. But it can also be equally risky
because not all IPOs are born superstars.

The retail investor is continuously looking forward to put the money where it
would deliver better than bank interest
rate. This makes the retail investor community to sometime take risks which ultimately spell doom for their limited funds.
IPOs can quickly turn from being awesome stock market investment option to
being a rapid method to lose good
money in the blink of an eye. IPOs need
careful scrutiny by which one does not
mean relying solely on the analysis of the
research houses which themselves may
have an interest involved.
Unlike other listed stocks in the market, IPOs do not have a trading history.
There is no way for one to evaluate how
the market will judge the stock until it is
listed. Buying a stock at an IPO price does
not mean that one is buying it at the bottom. It is simply priced according to how
much the market is willing to pay based
on surveys done among investors by the
underwriter. Some IPOs may be perceived
to be relatively cheap based on growth
prospects while others may be seen as
expensive. Until the IPO is finally traded
on the stock exchange, one will never
know where the stock is going. These are
the pitfalls in IPO investment.
Some simple precautions can ensure
smooth stock market investment experience, especially the IPO related investments. IPOs can be unpredictable in the
first few days of trading. Plan your selling strategy. You can lock in your profits
once you have achieved your target
returns shortly after listing day. Moreover,
unless you firmly and really believe in the
IPO stock for long-term investment,
take the chance to cash in on your gains
whenever the opportunity presents itself.
You can always decide to buy it back later
when you are more comfortable with the
trend of the stock. If you believe in the
potential of the IPO and you want to buy
more shares of the stock, it is best that you

wait for few more days for the stock to settle down before you begin to accumulate.
When a company is going public,
underwriters want to make sure that the
IPO is going to be successful no matter
how unattractive the investment offer.
Expect IPOs to be heavily promoted by
underwriters because it is their job to sell
them to the investing public.
IPOs with familiar brand names
sometimes readily tempt us but may not
be be necessarily good investments.
Although a strong brand recall definitely helps in promoting the IPO, there is no
guarantee that the stock will do well once
it gets listed. Every IPO has a different
story to tell. There are IPOs with good
brand names but no solid financials to
show. For example, the company may be
heavily indebted or operating margins
may be below industry average. This has
a bearing on how the stock will do once
listed. Make sure that before you invest in
IPOs you first read the investment
prospectus. Find out what the business
model of the company is all about.
What is the earnings track record of
the company and how will earnings grow
further after the IPO? How will the proceeds of IPO help the company expand
and monetise its brand? Every now and
then, there will always be a chance that
you may invest in the wrong IPO stock.
When this happens, be prepared to cut
your losses. Avoid getting so emotionally involved with the promise of an IPO
that you forget to control your risks.
Managing your risk is more than investing in the right IPO stocks. It is also about
controlling your losses. There are IPOs
that steadily decline for months after peaking on listing day. Some simply trade sideways forever with fading volume turnover.
It pays to plan your stop-loss strategy early
on to protect your investments.
(The writer is Assistant Professor,
Amity University)
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n the last few months, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
extensively spoken about
Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan, and the
fact that the initiative has enabled
the Government to save lives of the
children. Speaking on the behalf of
World Health Organisation
(WHO), the Prime Minister said
that around three lakh children
have been saved with the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan. During the question hour in the Rajya Sabha,
Union Rural Development Minister,
Narendra Singh Tomar, also
informed that through Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, the percentage of
cleanliness which earlier was 38 per
cent in India, has now been raised
to 89 per cent.

And by doing this, nearly three
lakh children have been saved from
dying due to preventable diseases.
The Union Minister also shared that
in the increase registered, no case
of any children death due to the
dirt-borne diseases has been
recorded by the Ministry. Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan has benefited a
large number of children and
women under its umbrella.
Children’s health is primarily
affected due to open defecation. In
order to safeguard health of every
woman and every child in India, the
Government is also working for
Ever y Woman Ever y Child
(EWEC). The PMNCH 2018
Partners’ Forum will be held in
December this year in Delhi.
Partnership for Maternal,
Newborn and Child Health
(PMNCH Partnership) Forum and
Government of India will bring
1,200 partners together on a platform who will dedicate themselves
to the ‘Every Woman and Every
Child’ Movement and to the global strategy for health of women,

children and adolescents. The list of
nominated countries for this international level programme includes
all the regions and countries of all
financial groups, and also the countries of G7, G20, BRICS.
As forum champions, highly
regarded global leaders and influential persons will play a key role
in the success of the forum.
Maintaining the global momentum
of the health issues regarding
women, child and adolescent and to
promote responsibility and knowledge exchange will be the prime
focus.
The Partners Forum’s emphasis
will be on achieving the three main
goals — to make greater outreach
to priorities, strategies and technical approaches and make a
roadmap to accelerate the acidification of global strategies between
more than 1,000 partners of
PMNCH and 10 constituency
groups and its contribution in carrying forward the Universal Health
C overage and Sustainable
Development Target 2030.

Discussing maximum knowledge of best practices to support
action and accountability and political focus on every woman and
every child’s priorities and improving solid antibodies, support the
work of EWEC High Level Steering
Group Champions.
EWEC include early child
development, teen health and welfare, quality in services, fairness and
prosperity, genital and reproductive
health and empowerment of rights.
The Partners Forum will help
stakeholders of all countries to
showcase how to grow through new
examples — despite fewer
resources, there are many progressive examples available. In this
Forum, 12 countries will talk about
their respective best practices.
For instance, Germany will talk
about the best practice of encouraging early childhood intervention for the needy families, and
Cambodia will share the experience
of identifying poor family units.
America will tell about the initiative called ‘Voice for Healthy

Children’. It is an initiative that
mobilises and organises people to
support the advancing of those policies which are involved in enhancing the access to safe places for children’s healthy eating and physical
activities.
In this programme, South
Africa will discuss in detail about
his national campaign, ‘She
Conquers’. It will explain that many
Government departments, stakeolder groups and young people
empower the need to address the
burden of HIV and also encourage
teenage girls and young women to
control their future.
As far as the host country,
India is concerned, it will present
Mission Indradhanush as a case
study on this occasion. Mission
Indradhanush is a programme that
runs in collaboration with the
Health and Family Welfare Ministry
and 11 other ministries. It aims to
increase the percentage of access to
inoculation to 90 per cent of children and pregnant women of the
country by 2020.

The point to be noted is that in
India, the percentage of regular
inoculation was increasing by one
per cent annually in children
between the years 2009-2013.
Around 65 per cent of children in
the country get complete inoculation in the first year of their birth.
The Union Government launched
Mission Indradhanush with the
intention of providing inoculation
services to maximum children and
providing them safe and healthy
lives and according to Government
sources, the rate of inoculation
has increased by about 6.7 per cent
in the first two phases in which it
started.
Hosting the Partnership for
Maternal, Newborn and Child
Health Forum is an opportunity for
India. It will bring innovation and
global best-practices to the forefront and draw attention towards
the need to follow them if we are to
reach our sustainable development
goals.
(The writer is an ex-journalist
and columnist)
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wo Hizbul Mujahideen
(HM) terrorists, including an
Army deserter, were killed in an
encounter with security forces in
Shopian district of Jammu &
Kashmir on Tuesday, police said.
Security forces launched a
cordon and search operation
in Safanagri area of Zainapora
of south Kashmir in the predawn hours of Tuesday after
receiving credible inputs
about the presence of terrorists in the area, a police
spokesperson said.
He said as the search operation was going on, the hiding
terrorists fired on the search
party of the forces.
The spokesperson said the
forces retaliated the fire, leading to an encounter in which

two terrorists were killed.
The slain terrorists have
been identified as Mohammad
Idrees Sultan alias Chota Abrar,
a resident of Safanagri Shopian
and Amir Hussain Rather alias
Abu Sobaan, a resident of
Awneera Shopian.
"They were affiliated with
proscribed terror outfit Hizbul
and were involved in terror
attacks on security establishments and many other civilian
atrocities in the area," he said.
The spokesperson said
Sultan was a deserter from the
Indian Army and had joined the
terrorist ranks in April this year.
"No collateral damage took
place during the operation," he
said. Incriminating materials,
including arms and ammunition, were seized from the site
of the encounter, he said.

Jammu:
Indian
and
Pakistani armies on Tuesday
exchanged sweets on Diwalieve at the Line of Control
(LoC), the de facto border, in
Poonch district.
Defence sources said the
troops exchanged sweets at
two crossing points on the
LoC in Mendhar and Poonch
sectors.
"Sweets and pleasantries
were exchanged by the two
armies at two crossing points
in Poonch district today on
Diwali-eve", a source said.
Traditionally the two
armies exchange greetings
on the occasions of national
and religious festivals of the
two countries.
Police have registered a
case and initiated investigation
into the matter, he said.
He appealed to the people
not to venture inside the
encounter zone since such an
area can be dangerous due to
stray explosive materials.
"People are requested to
cooperate with police till the area
is completely sanitised and
cleared of all the explosives
materials if any," the spokesperson said.
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delegation of the Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K) BJP
met Governor Satya Pal Malik
on Tuesday and sought immediate arrest of those behind the
killing of party leader Anil
Parihar
and
his brother.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) delegation impressed
upon the Governor that the
minorities of the State were
being compelled to abandon
their homes as part of a
"planned conspiracy".
This is a very serious matter and the Government must
restore and maintain the faith of
the people in the rule of law,
National vice president and J&K
in-charge of the BJP Avinash Rai
Khanna told reporters here.
The delegation urged the
Governor to direct the State
administration, especially the
police, to nab those responsible for the killings soon, while
ensuring that such incidents do
not repeat in future.
They also pressed for providing adequate compensation
to the victim's family.
Malik was further
informed that several key party
leaders in Kishtwar should be
provided security so that they
can serve the people without
any fear, Khanna said.

CWTST[TVPcX^]daVTS
cWT6^eTa]^ac^SXaTRc
cWTbcPcT
PS\X]XbcaPcX^]
Tb_TRXP[[hcWT_^[XRT
c^]PQcW^bT
aTb_^]bXQ[TU^acWT
ZX[[X]Vbb^^]fWX[T
T]bdaX]VcWPcbdRW
X]RXST]cbS^]^c
aT_TPcX]UdcdaT
Parihar, the State Secretary
of the BJP in J&K was gunned
down along with his brother,
Anil by unidentified assailants
in Kishtwar on Thursday.
"A sort of economic terrorism is being carried out in
Kishtwar and other areas of
erstwhile Doda district with a
planned conspiracy to compel
the minorities to abandon
their homes," Khanna alleged
further.
Corroborating Khanna's
views, BJP MLA Sat Sharma
said the killings were aimed at
frightening and demoralising
the nationalists in the State and
force them to migrate.
The fear among minorities
has to be removed and an
atmosphere of peace and security has to be developed for
which the administration has to
work relentlessly by nabbing culprits at the earliest, he said.

C=5e`dfaa`ce4`_X ""$;SXhPb[XVWcTSX]0h^SWhP
Z_2ddV^S]ja`]]d c^RaTPcT6dX]]Tbbf^a[SaTR^aS
Lucknow: Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) state president Masood
Ahmad said the RLD would
support the Congress in the
Assembly election to be held in
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh. “We are contesting the election in Rajasthan
and talks about the seats are
underway,” Masood said.
He was speaking at a press
conference held at party headquarters on Tuesday. Masood
gave happy wishes of Diwali to
the people of UP and said the
party would keep struggling for
the cause of farmers, unemployed, labourers and people of

the weaker section.
He lambasted the Yogi government saying the CM was not
concerned about the deteriorating condition of the existing education system and health. “The
government remains busy in
propagating issues like MandirMasjid, Shamshan-Kabristan
and so it reflects that it is aimed
at dividing people to rule. BJP
government’s popular slogan
“Sabka saath, sabka vikas” had
taken a back seat in the one-anda-half year regime of Yogi-led
government. Several persons
suffered in the name of cow vigilantism,” he pointed out. PNS
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Uttar
Pradesh
Government has made an
T
attempt to enter its name in
the Guinness book of World
Records when 3.35 lakh diyas
(earthen lamps) were lighted
at the banks of river Saryu on
the occasion of Deepotsava
here on Tuesday.
As the dusk sets in, the
ghats were illuminated with the
colourful fluorescent light but
what added sheen to this majestic grandeur was when earthen
lamps were lighted by the volunteers at the ghat. The flickering lights and their reflection
in slow flowing Saryu river gave
a new meaning to Diwali – the
festival of light.
“This is an attempt to get
UP’s name in Guinness Book of
World record as maximum
number of diyas were lighted at
one time at one place,”
Additional Chief Secretary
Awabnish Awasthi. “The officials from Guinness Book are

there who are monitoring the
whole operation,” he said.
A similar attempt was
made last year when 1.71
lakh diyas were lighted on
October
18
during
Deepotasava. But Guinness
Book officials rejected the
claim because it failed to
meet the parameter set by the
Guinness.
Awasthi said as per guidelines the diyas should remain
aglow for at least 45 minutes.
Last year many diyas were
blown off because of the windy
conditions at the bank of river
Saryu. Therefore, this time we
have lighted 3.35 lakh diyas and
had made arrangements to
ensure that these should
remain aglow for the prescribed time, he said.
Not only ghats even diyas
were lighted by the people at
their houses. All the lanes and
by-lanes of the city had diyas
aglow. People and sadhus in
different madir lighted
these diyas.

The officials of Guinness
Book monitored the whole
exercise through drone cameras which were taking pictures
of the ghats. They will collate
the figure and release the result
by tomorrow, Awasthi said.
The in-charge of land
lighting programme Dr S.N.
Shukla said that of this 3.35
lakh diyas, over 10,000 diyas
each will be lighted at Ram ki
Pauri and at the banks of
Saryu river. Besides that 5100
diyas will be lighted at
Guptarghat and 11,000 diyas at
Bharat Kund. Over 5,000 volunteers majority of them students of local degree college
helped in lighting the diyas.
The diyas were lighted after
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and the First Lady of South
Korea Kim Jung-sook, the wife
of South Korean president
Moon Jae-in, performed aarti.
When the aartis were being
performed over 10,000 diyas
were released from steamer
that crossed Saryu ghat.
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ormer National Conference
leader Junaid Azim Mattu,
F
who quit the party to contest the
urban local body polls in Jammu
& Kashmir, was elected Mayor
of the Srinagar Municipal
Corporation (SMC) on Tuesday
with support from the BJP and
the Peoples Conference.
Mattu secured 40 votes
while Congress candidate for
the mayoral post Ghulam
Rasool Hajam got 26 votes in
the 74-member SMC,
Commissioner of the civic
body Peer Hafizullah told PTI.
Mattu resigned from the
primary membership of the
National Conference (NC) in
September after the party decided not to contest the urban local
body polls till the Centre made
clear its position on Article 35A of the Constitution, which has
been challenged before the
Supreme Court.
Mattu contested the SMC
election as Independent from
four wards, winning from three
of them.
He was announced as the
mayoral candidate by Peoples
Conference chairman Sajad
Gani Lone hours after the election results were declared on
October 20.
The Congress emerged as
the single largest party in the
SMC with 16 seats but fell way
short of 38, the number of seats
required to take control of the
corporation.
While the Peoples
Conference had four, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
had five candidates elected to
the corporation. There are 53
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Independent corporators.
Lone, who was a Minister
in the PDP-BJP coalition
Government in Jammu &
Kashmir from the BJP quota, is
seen as instrumental in garnering support for Mattu's
election, along with rebel PDP
MLA and influential Shia

leader Imran Raza Ansari.
However, Mattu's election as
Mayor of the SMC has been
clouded by remarks of Jammu &
Kashmir Governor Satya Pal
Malik during an interview to a
private TV channel last month.
Malik had, without naming
Mattu, said Srinagar was getting
"foreign educated mayor" which
would send jitters among the
regional parties such as the NC
and the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), which did not take
part in the elections.
The political parties had
said the Governor's remarks
had put question mark on the
whole election process.
The NC and the PDP boycotted the election over the
issue of Article 35-A, which
according special powers to the
state legislature with regard to
permanent residents of the State.
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housands of devotees from
across Tripura and neighbouring Assam thronged the
Tripureswari temple in Gomati
district, about 60 km from
here, to participate in the grand
'Diwali Mela' on Tuesday.
The North East Frontier
railway has introduced seven
Mela special trains for the fair
which would be inaugurated by
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar
Deb in the evening.
Six Mela special trains

from Agartala and one train
from Dharmanagar, bordering Assam in North Tripura
district to Udaipur in Gomati
district were introduced this
morning. Besides, all regular
trains from Silchar in Assam
and Dharmanagar would ply as
usual," Agartala Station Master,
Amit Kumar said.
In April this year,
Tripuraasundari Trust was
formed and Chief Minister
Biplab Deb became its
Chairman while District
Magistrate of Gomati was

appointed its Secretary.
"The trust has taken several initiatives to decorate the
mela premises with magnificient lighting and perform
three-day Yajna from tomorrow to invoke the blessings of
the goddess," Media Advisor to
the Chief Minister, Sanjoy
Mishra said.
He added the event will be
a grand one that would restore
the religious and cultural identity of Tripura.
Tripurasundari temple is
one of the 51 "Shaktipiths" in

the country and a huge mela is
organised on the day of Diwali
by the temple committee every
year, where more than two lakh
devotees gather.
Tripura Tourism Minister
Pranajit Singha Roy, who hails
from Udaipur town said, The
trust has taken initiative to
organise Ganga Aarti similar

to Haridwar and the devotees,
who would conduct the puja,
have already arrived in the
State. The 'Aarti' would be
organized in the evening after
Chief Minister inaugurates
the Mela.
When
contacted,
Additional IG (Law and
Order), Smriti Ranjan Das said

adequate security arrangements
have been made in the temple
premises.
State and central paramilitary forces have been deployed,
CCTV cameras installed to
keep a close vigil and intelligence surveillance have been
augmented to avert any
mishaps, Das said.
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irst Lady of South Korea
Kim Jung-sook said that a
festival like Diwali which symbolised victory of light over
darkness binds the cultures of
India and South Korea because
the ‘candlelight’ revolution had
helped in building a strong
South Korea.
“Light has a meaningful
expression because it is believed
in South Korea that if you light
a candle, you can conquer
darkness. I see the same philosophy in Diwali where people celebrate victory of good
over evil. What I saw in candlelight revolution in South
Korea finds its reflection in the
festival of light in India,” Kim
Jung-sook said while addressing a gathering in Ayodhya.
South Korea’s candlelight
revolution was the culmination of a sustained protest
movement that brought out
over 16 million people—
almost a third of the country’s
population – on the streets.
They came with a candle in
their hands epitomising victory of light over darkness.
Dressed in a pastle green
saree, the First Lady said that
the light gave the power to fight
injustice in the society. “There
is slogan in South Korea that
light leads to prosperity and on
the eve of the festival of light
your, faces are aglow with happiness which is a sign of a prosperous nation,” she added.
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She said that relations
between India and Korea were
like lighting stars which had illuminated the Asia and Ayodhya
would make it stronger. She
said that India had a rich culture
and Korea was closely attached
to it. The First Lady also mentioned about Mahatma Gandhi
and Rabindra Nath Tagore saying both were inspirational for
the people of Korea.
In her brief address, she
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath for
being such a great host.
Earlier, Kim Jung-sook
arrived in Ayodhya on Tuesday
to attend Diwali festivities in
the holy city and began her
tour by offering tribute at the
Queen Heo Memorial. Kim

visited the site, along with
Chief
Minister
Yogi
Adityanath, and attended a
ground-breaking ceremony for
upgrade and beautification of
the memorial dedicated to the
legendary princess of Ayodhya
who went to Korea.
Later, she went to the banks
of the Saryu river to welcome
artistes donning the avatar of
Lord Ram and Goddess Sita,
who arrived at Ram Katha Park
in a ceremonial chopper. Kim
garlanded ‘Sita’ as they descended from the helicopter and
Governor Ram Naik and
Adityanath welcomed Lord Ram
and Laxman by garlanding them.
“The legend of Queen Heo
Hwang-ok binds the two countries together culturally, and
her visit will further promote our

people-to-people ties,” a senior
official at the cultural wing of the
South Korean Embassy in India
said. Huge hoardings, bearing
message — ‘South Korean First
lady Kim Jung-sook - Welcome
to Ayodhya ‘and her picture,
have been put up across the city.
An agreement regarding
the Queen Suriratna memorial project was signed to facilitate upgrade and expansion of
the existing monument commemorating
Princess
Suriratna (Queen Hur Hwangok). In July, the two countries
signed the agreement for
expansion of the Suriratna
memorial project. Uttam Das,
a seer from Ayodhya, said: “It
was a matter of honour for
Ayodhya that the she was visiting Ayodhya.”“A princess of
Ayodhya had gone there around
2,000 years ago, and now the
First Lady is visiting Ayodhya,
life has sort of come full circle,”
he said.
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life was thrown out
of gear in poll-bound
Normal
Mizoram on Tuesday as a collective of NGOs organised a
state-wide protest against the
removal of Principal Secretary
(Home)
Lalnunmawia
Chuaungo.
The state's apex organisation of civil societies and student bodies — Mizoram NGO
Coordination Committee
(MNCC) — is demanding the
removal of Mizoram Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) S.B.
Shashank, after the latter
ordered last week Chuaungo's
removal.
Thousands of people held
a peaceful protest in front of the
office of the Chief Electoral
Officer in Aizawl.
According to an official of
the State Election Commission,
Shashank last week removed
the Principal Secretary (Home)
from his post for "dereliction of
duty and interference in election process".
"The Election Commission
in its order said that if
Chuaungo continues to hold
his post, it would have an
adverse effect on the conduct
of a smooth, free and fair election in the state," the official
said, quoting the poll
panel order.
The CEO in his report to

the Election Commission
reportedly
said
that
Chuaungo, a 1987-batch
Gujarat-cadre IAS officer, was
creating obstacles so that
Reang tribals, sheltered in
Tripura for over 21 years,
could not vote in the
November 28 polls to constitute the 40-member Assembly.
A three-member Election
Commission team, comprising Jharkhand CEO L.
Khiangte,
Election
Commission Director Nikhil
Kumar and Commission
Secretary S.B. Joshi, arrived
here on Tuesday to deal with
the situation.
Most markets, shops and
business establishments
remained shut and private as
well as passenger vehicles
remained off the roads in support of the protests.
A senior police official said
that attendance in government
offices and banks was also low.
"No untoward incident was,
however, reported from anywhere in the state."
C h r i s t i an - d om i n at e d
Mizoram is the only state ruled
by the Congress in northeast
India that comprises eight
States.
Mizoram Chief Minister
Lal Thanhawla in separate letters to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Rajnath Singh

strongly opposed the Election
Commission's order removing Chuaungo.
The 35,000 Reang tribals,
taking shelter in Tripura for
over 21 years, have demanded
setting up of polling stations in
refugee camps so that they
could cast their votes.
The Reang tribal refugees,
comprising 5,907 families,
fled Mizoram and have been
staying
in
Tripura's
Kanchanpur and Panisagar
sub-divisions since October
1997 following ethnic tension after a Mizo forest official
was killed.
Among the refugees, just
over 11,000 are eligible to vote
in the Mizoram elections.
Meanwhile, Mizoram
CEO Shashank said in Aizawl
that he never had any intention to hurt the sentiments of
the local people.
"I strictly went by the rules
and the Election Commission's
guidelines," the CEO told
reporters.
Mizoram Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) President J.V.
Hluna on Monday wrote to
Modi, seeking his intervention
to restore normalcy in the state
before the polls.
The two main political
parties in the state - the
Congress and the BJP - are also
supporting the protests spearheaded by the MNCC.
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Ayodhya (UP): The option to
resolve the Ayodhya dispute
through community dialogue is
"over" and the BJP will work
towards the construction of a
Ram temple here through constitutional or legislative means,
the party's Faizabad district
chief said on Tuesday. Diwali
celebrations in the holy city of
Ayodhya this time are taking
place amid a growing chorus in
the party and the Sangh Parivar
for the construction of a temple at the Ramjanmabhoomi
through an ordinance.
Faizabad BJP president
Awadhesh Pandey claims that

majority population of
Ayodhya want to see the temple being built as it is a "matter of faith" for them and the
"BJP is the only party that raises this issue for them".
"The chorus for bringing
ordinance to build it is growing and the BJP will take a legislative route or one that is
within the framework of the
Constitution (for the purpose). The option of resolving
the issue through community dialogue is now over
(batchit se masla hal karne ka
rasta khatma ho gaya hai),"
Pandey said.

He said there was a community dialogue option earlier and the court had also given
an opportunity, but it "did not
work out"."We reached out to
people at ward level to feel their
pulse, and they want that the
Ram temple should be built,"
the district BJP chief
claimed.Asked if the Muslim
community wanted the same,
his response was muted. Many
BJP leaders, including Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, have been pitching
for speeding the work towards
construction of a Ram temple
in Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh
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(UP), and some of them,
including Union minister Vijay
Goel, have suggested taking the
ordinance route.
Asserting that a Ram temple will be built in Ayodhya
soon, Adityanath said Sunday
in Haridwar a piece of good
news regarding this awaited
devotees all over the country.
The echoes of the controversial issue can be felt during
the 'Depotsav' celebrations

here, with Adityanath likely to
announce a plan for the installation of a huge statue of Lord
Ram on the banks of the Saryu
river here.
"Yogiji is most likely to
announce Tuesday, during
'Deepotsav', the plan for erecting a 151-metre statue of
Lord Ram on the banks of
Saryu. The place has not been
finalised and it will be done
after soil testing," Ayodhya

Mayor Rishikesh Upadhyay
said.
South Korean First lady
Kim Jung-sook, accompanying
a cultural delegation, will
attend grand Diwali celebrations here, which includes a
dazzling display of lakhs of diya
at Ram ki Paidi.
The Akhil Bharatiya Sant
Samiti, an umbrella body of
Hindu seers, in New Delhi on
Sunday had "directed" the

Narendra Modi government to
bring in a legislation or an ordinance to build the Ram temple
in Ayodhya.
The Supreme Court
recently
fixed
the
R amj an m abho om i - B abr i
Masjid land dispute cases for
the first week of January next
year before an appropriate
bench, which will decide the
schedule of hearing.
PTI
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three-member team of
the Election Commission
A
of India will arrive in pollbound Mizoram on Tuesday
to assess the situation in view
of the demand for the ouster
of State's Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) SB Shashank,
official sources said.
The high-level team will
hold discussions with Chief
Secretary Arvind Ray, other
senior officials and leaders of
civil societies in an effort to
resolve the impasse, the
sources said.
The team, comprising
Jharkhand state CEO L
Khiangte, Director of Election
Commission Nikhil Kumar
and S ecretar y, Election
Commission, S B Joshi is
expected to reach the state
capital on Tuesday afternoon.
Elections to the 40-member Mizoram Assembly are
scheduled for November 28.
Chief Minister L al
Thanhawla on Monday wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking immediate
removal of the state CEO as
"people have lost faith
in him".
S B Shashank's removal is
the only solution for smooth
conduct of the November
28 Assembly elections, the
Chief Minister said in
the letter.
Seeking the CEO's exit,
the NGO C oordination
Committee, an umbrella
organisation of major civil
societies and student associations, began picketing in
front of the CEO's office from
Tuesday morning.
People congregated in
large numbers in front of the
state CEO's office Tuesday following a call by an umbrella
organisation of major civil
societies and student associations to picket demanding
his removal.
The sources said that the
CEO did not attend office.
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he country's largest lender SBI said
on Tuesday it plans to raise up to
C20,000 crore through various modes,
including a follow-on public offer
(FPO), to fund its growth. The shareholders of the bank will meet on
December 7 to consider the proposal to
raise funds, SBI said in a regulatory filing.
The bank said consent of the shareholders will be sought to issue equity
shares for an amount not exceeding
C20,000 crore or such amount as
approved by the government and the
Reserve Bank by way of public issue
(FPO) or private placement including
qualified institutional placement
(QIP)/GDR/ADR or any other mode or
a combination as may be decided by the
board.
"The proceeds of the issue are proposed to be used to meet long term
funding requirements of the bank,
bank's growth capital requirements, to
meet capital expenditure, making
investments/providing loans and
advances, enhance its long term
resources and thereby strengthening the
financial structure of the Bank and its
subsidiaries and associates and other
general banking purposes as permitted
by applicable laws," it said.
Banks globally have to adhere to
Basel-III capital requirements by
January 1, 2019. However, domestic
banks are set to follow the norms by
March 31. It was implemented in phases from April 2013 in India.
"The bank's overall capital adequacy
ratio (CAR), as on 30th June, 2018,
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stands as 12.83 per cent, with CET-I
Capital at 9.80 per cent. The Central
Board of the Bank has decided that the
Bank should maintain minimum CAR
in line with the RBI Basel III transitional
arrangements," it said.
However, SBI said it may be
required to raise additional capital
during the current fiscal.
"Accordingly, considering the business growth during the current year as
well as that for the years to come, there
is a need for higher capital, particularly, tier-I capital...After evaluating the
various available alternatives, as well as
taking into consideration the guidelines
issued by RBI, the bank has planned to
access capital market to raise capital,"
it added.
SBI stock closed 2.98 per cent
down at C286.50 on BSE.
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arkets regulator Sebi on Tuesday put in place a standard
framework for transfer of securities in physical mode, in a
M
bid to address the difficulties faced by investors in transmission
of such shares.
The regulator has noted that registrars to an issue and share
transfer agents (RTAs) are seeking various documents for effecting transfer of securities and the documents sought vary across
such RTAs. Besides, the Sebi has also received representations highlighting difficulties faced by transferees in providing these documents. In this regard, the regulator had meetings with Registrars
Association of India (RAIN) and depositories and pursuant to such
meetings, RAIN submitted a standardised procedure for transfer of securities in physical mode.
Accordingly, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
has issued standardised norms for transfer of securities in physical mode.
The regulator has allowed transfer deeds executed prior to
December 1, 2015 to be registered with or without the PAN of
the transferor after it noticed that many transfer deeds executed
prior to December 1, 2015 have not been registered due to nonavailability of PAN of the transferor.
In the case of mismatch of name in PAN card vis-a-vis name
on share certificate or transfer deed, Sebi said transfer will be registered on submission of any of these four documents-- passport,
marriage certificate, Aadhar card and copy of gazette notification
regarding change in name -- explaining the difference in names.
With respect to non-availability or major mismatch in transferor's signature, Sebi said that the transferor is required to update
his signature by submitting bank attested signature along with an
affidavit and cancelled cheque to the RTA/company.
As per the regulator, multiple instances have been brought
to the notice in such cases, where the transferor did not take efforts
to update his signature since he had already received the consideration for the transfer. Further, in many cases, the transferors could not be traced now.
In case of non-delivery of the objection memo to the transferor or non-cooperation to provide the required details to the
transferee, Sebi said that RTA needs to register the transfer after
collecting documents like a bond from the transferee; copy of
address proof -- passport or aadhar card or driving license; and
an undertaking that the transferee will not transfer the physical
securities until the lock-in period is completed.
RTA needs to verify the documents submitted by the transferee with the KYC details, if any, available with the depositories.
Besides, RTAs or conerned companies need to publish an
advertisement giving notice of the proposed transfer and seeking objection, if any, to the same within 30 days and the transfer
will be effected only after the expiry of 30 days from the advertisement. "The securities so transferred shall bear a stamp affixed
by the company /RTA stating that these securities shall be under
lock-in for a period of 6 months from the date of registration of
transfer and should not be transferred / dematerialised during the
said period," Sebi noted.
According to Sebi, names of the transferor, transferee and number of securities transferred under this procedure need to be disclosed on the company's website for six months from the date of
transfer. This information need to be displayed on stock
exchange website as a corporate announcement.

he Congress on Tuesday accused
the Modi Government of seekT
ing to "demolish" the Reserve Bank

of India (RBI) and said if the Centre's
reported demand for Rs 3.6 lakh
crore from the Central bank fructifies, it would amount to "the great
Indian robbery". The party also
said the Government wanted the
money to dole out freebies ahead of
the 2019 parliamentary election.
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi attacked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over the report,
alleging that he needs the amount to
fix the "mess his genius economic
theories" have created. He also urged
Reserve Bank Governor Urjit Patel
to "stand up" to the Prime Minister
and "protect the nation".
There was no immediate reaction on the charge made by Gandhi.
"Rs 36,00,00,00,00,000. That's
how much the PM needs from the
RBI to fix the mess his genius economic theories have created. Stand
up to him Mr Patel. Protect the
nation," the Congress chief tweeted
and also posted the media report.
He cited the media report claiming that at the heart of the RBIGovernment standoff was the proposal by the Finance Ministry seek-

ing to transfer a surplus of Rs 3.6
lakh crore, more than a third of the
total Rs 9.59 lakh crore reserves of
the Central bank, to the
Government.
Congress spokesperson Manish
Tewari said at a press conference that
the amount was being sought to
allegedly dole out "freebies" ahead of
the 2019 parliamentary election.
He said such a move would have
"profound" implications on the
macro-economic stability of India.
Alleging that the NDA government was "demolishing" the RBI,
Tewari asserted that the Congress
would resist all attempts to undermine the economic sovereignty of
India and this "adventurism" would
not be allowed. "The facts which are
emerging in the public space, the
government wants the RBI to part
with Rs 3.6 lakh crore out of Rs 9.59
lakh crore which constitutes the cash
reserve of the RBI...," he alleged.
The RBI has been resisting this
very strongly, Tewari said, adding the
demand by the governmen was
"unprecedented".
"If this were to fructify, this
would tantamount to the great
Indian robbery," the former Union
minister said. "This is going to have
profound implications on the macroeconomic stability of India...This is

one of the fundamentals of the
Indian economy that the RBI has
enough liquidity available in order
to meet any contingency. And today
the NDA/BJP government wants to
demolish that confidence (of
investors) and demolish the Reserve
Bank of India in the process," he said.
Tewari said fiscal deficit and the
current account deficit were mounting on a daily basis.
"So, in order to bridge that fiscal deficit, the government has started eyeing the money which is lying
with the RBI. And what is even more
disturbing is that they perhaps want
to use the money in order to give out
freebies before the 2019 elections,"
he said.
Tewari said the government
must learn from Argentina where
the transfer of USD 6.6 billion from
the central bank to the treasury
sparked off the worst constitutional crisis. Argentina is before the IMF
for a USD 50-billion bailout, he said.
Talking about the reported proposal by the finance ministry seeking to transfer a surplus of Rs 3.6
lakh crore to the government, Tewari
said it was an extremely "serious,
sensitive and delicate" issue which
will have very serious implications
for the economic sovereignty of
India.
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ignalling tightening of rates, HDFC
Bank on Tuesday raised interest
rates on deposits by up to 0.5 per cent
for various tenors, while Bank of
Baroda hiked lending rates by 0.1 per
cent.
In a statement, HDFC Bank said
the new rate of interest on deposits
below Rs 1 crore for various tenors
would take effect from Tuesday.
The rate on deposits with tenor of
5-8 years and 8-10 years has been
increased to 6.5 per cent from 6 per
cent.
The rate has been hiked to 7.25 per
cent for fixed deposits of 3-5 years from
the earlier 7.1 per cent.
The fixed deposit rate for one-year
tenor has been fixed at 7.3 per cent, up
from 7.25 per cent.
State-owned Bank of Baroda
announced a hike in MCLR effective
Wednesday.
The interest rate for different categories of borrowers are pegged at the
marginal cost of funds based lending
rate (MCLR).
"MCLR has been reviewed at 10
BPS above existing level w.E.F.
November 7, 2018," the bank said in a
statement.
The bank's one-year MCLR will be
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8.65 per cent, which is competitive as
per the current market scenario, it said.
For all other tenors -- overnight,
one month, three months and six
months -- rates are 8.15 per cent, 8.20
per cent, 8.30 per cent and 8.50 per
cent, respectively. The bank further said
it does not add any mark-up on its
MCLR for its best-rated home loan borrowers. One-year MCLR, that is 8.65
per cent, is applicable irrespective of the
total home loan amount and is available for a tenure of up to 30 years, it
added.
The Reserve Bank of India will be
announcing its next bi-monthly monetary policy in the first week of
December.
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-commerce firm Snapdeal
has narrowed its consoliE
dated losses substantially to
C613 crore for FY 2017-18, as
per regulatory documents.
The company, which competes with larger rivals like
Amazon and Flipkart, had
posted a consolidated loss of
C4,647.1 crore in FY 2016-17,
documents filed with the
Corporate Affairs Ministry
showed.
The consolidated revenue
from operations declined to
C436.1 crore for 2017-18 as
against C903.8 crore in the
previous financial year.
On standalone basis too,
Snapdeal trimmed its losses to
C440.7 crore in 2017-18 from
C4,638.9 crore in the year-ago
period. Total revenue was at
C514.6 crore in FY18 as against
C1,105.7 crore in the previous
fiscal.
Snapdeal, in its filing said,
the company had embarked on
its journey towards profitability last year. "This year, we continued on this path and focused
on building a leaner and more
capital efficient business. We
substantially reduced our costs,
both variable and fixed overheads," it added.
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oting began on Tuesday in
the crucial midterm elections in the US which could be
seen as a referendum on
President Donald Trump’s controversial policies and the outcome would determine the
next two years of his presidency.
Polling started in the eastern states including Maine,
New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New York and Virginia at 6:00
am (local time), amidst lastditch effort by President
Donald Trump to retain majority in the House of
Representatives.
Americans would elect 435
members of the House of
Representatives and 35 of the
100 Senate seats, 36 governors’
posts and seats in state legislatures across the country in the
mid-term polls.
The Republican party currently has majority in both the
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Senate and the House and
Trump and his team left no
stone unturned to campaign in
favour of his Republican party.
According to political pundits, the Democrats have a
good chance of winning the
House, while the Republicans
are likely to retain the Senate.
US
House
of
Representatives — similar to
India’s Lok Sabha — has 435
seats, of which the Republicans
in the current Congress has 235
seats and the Democrats have
193.

Elections for all the members of the House are held
ever y two years. The
Republicans are expected to
increase their tally in the 100Senate seat where they already
have a very thin majority.
During an election-eve
rally in Cleveland on Monday,
President Trump claimed that
mid-term elections, which used
to be “boring”, have now
become the “hottest thing”
because of him, attributing
voter turnout and media attention to his presidency.

resident Donald Trump
made a last-ditch effort to
retain majority in the US
House of Representatives as he
appealed to his supporters
across the country to “get out
and vote” for his Republican
party in the crucial mid-term
polls on Tuesday which will
decide the balance of powers
in the Congress over the next
two years. Americans would
elect 435 members of the
House of Representatives and
35 of the 100 Senate seats in
the mid-term polls.
The Republican party currently has majority in both the
Senate and the House and
Trump and his team left no
stone unturned to campaign in
favour of his Republican party.
During an election-eve
rally in Cleveland on Monday,
President Trump claimed that
mid-term elections, which used

to be “boring”, have now
become the “hottest thing”
because of him, attributing
voter turnout and media attention to his presidency.
Addressing his supporters, he said, “The key is you
have to go out to vote because
in a sense I am on the ticket.
You got to go out to vote.”
Thereafter, he held campaign rallies in Indiana and
Missouri wherein he urged his
supporters to vote for his party
as he wants to retain majority
on the US House of
Representatives. According to
political pundits, the
Democrats have a good chance
of winning the House, while
the Republicans are likely to
retain the Senate. US House of
Representatives – similar to
India’s Lok Sabha – has 435
seats, of which the Republicans
in the current Congress has 235
seats and the Democrats have
193.
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his predecessor Ian Khama in
an unprecedented clash in a
nation that prides itself on stability.
Masisi, who was handpicked by Khama, took power
in April when Khama stepped
aside after serving the maximum 10 years in office.
But the two men have since
fallen out in a public spat that
threatens to undermine
Botswana’s carefully-crafted
reputation for stable government.
“Batswana are all aware
that the transition from the previous administration has not
been as smooth as expected,”
Masisi said in a keynote address
to parliament on Monday,
using the term for the people
of Botswana.

12,000 victims that could hold
vital evidence of war crimes,
the UN said on Tuesday.
The United Nations in Iraq
(UNAMI) and its human rights
office said they had documented a total of 202 mass
graves in parts of western and
northern Iraq held by IS
between 2014 and 2017.
Even more sites could be
uncovered in the months to
come, the report warned, urging Iraqi authorities to properly
preserve and excavate them to
provide closure for victims’
families. “The mass grave sites
documented in our report are
a testament to harrowing
human loss, profound suffering
and shocking cruelty,” said the
UN’s representative in Iraq,
Jan Kubis.

Fae`)WVRcVU
UVRUZ_>RcdVZ]]V
SfZ]UZ_XT`]]RadV

2WX]PVaX[[TS^eTa
X]cTa]\T]cRP\_bRXeX[
aXVWcbPcD=aTeXTf

05?Q <0AB48;;4

A

s many as eight people
were feared dead on
Tuesday after two dilapidated
apartment blocks collapsed in
the southern French city of
Marseille, where a first body
was pulled out of the wreckage.
Rescuers worked throughout the night looking for
victims in the rubble of two
buildings which collapsed
suddenly on Monday morning
in Noailles, a working-class
district in the heart of the
Mediterranean port city.
Sniffer dogs were still
searching through the
15-metre pile of wreckage on
Rue d’Aubagne, a narrow shopping street which now resembles the scene of an earthquake.
A completely flattened car
was dug out as rescuers worked
to shift the rubble, an indication
of
the
force
with which the building came
crashing down in what witnesses said was a matter of seconds.
Interior
Minister
Christophe Castaner said late
Monday that between five to
eight people were missing —
five residents and three other
people who may have been visiting one of the buildings.
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hina faced harsh criticism
over its rights record durC
ing a review before the UN on
Tuesday, with countries voicing
alarm at the country’s mass
detainment of ethnic Uighurs
and its crackdown on civil liberties.
During the half-day public
debate at the UN Human
Rights Council in Geneva, a
number of countries raised
concerns about China’s treatment of ethnic minorities,
including Uighur Muslims and
Tibetans.
As the debate got underway, around 500 people
demonstrated outside the UN
waving banners with messages
like “China, stop genocide of
Uighurs” and “Tibet dying,
China lies”.
The so-called Universal
Periodic Review -- which all
193 UN countries must undergo approximately every four
years -- came amid increasing
scrutiny over what rights
activists describe as mass political re-education camps in
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China’s fractious far western
Xinjiang region.
As many as one million
Uighurs and other Muslim
minorities are being kept in
extra-judicial detention in the
region, according to an estimate recently cited by an independent UN panel, and repeated during Tuesday’s debate.
Activists say members of
China’s Muslim minorities are
held involuntarily for transgressions such as wearing long
beards and face veils.
“We are alarmed by the
government of China’s worsening crackdown on Uighurs,
Kazakhs, and other Muslims in
the
Xinjiang
Uighur
Autonomous Region,” US representative Mark Cassayre told
the council.
Washington, he said, would
like to see China “abolish all
forms of arbitrary detention,
including internment camps in
Xinjiang, and immediately
release the hundreds of thousands, possibly millions, of
individuals detained in these
camps.” A long line of countries
echoed those concerns.
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xposure to sources of outdoor pollution such as vehiE
cle exhausts, and industrial
emissions can increase a child’s
risk of developing autism spectrum disorder by up to 78 per
cent, a study has warned.
The research followed children in Shanghai from birth to
three years to understand the
effect of exposure to fine particles (PM2.5). The study
included 124 ASD children
and 1,240 healthy children in
stages over a nine-year period,
examining the association
between air pollution and ASD.
The study, published in
the journal Environment
International, is first to examine the effects of long-term
exposure of air pollution on
ASD during the early life of
children in a developing country, adding to previous studies
that have already linked prenatal air pollution exposure to
ASD in children.
“The causes of autism are
complex and not fully understood, but environmental factors are increasingly recognised in addition to genetic and
other factors,” said Zhiling
Guo, from Chinese Academy of
Sciences.
“The developing brains of
young children are more vulnerable to toxic exposures in
the environment and several
studies have suggested this
could impact brain function
and the immune system,” Guo
said.
“These effects could
explain the strong link we
found between exposure to air
pollutants and ASD, but further
research is needed to explore
the associations between air
pollution and mental health
more broadly,” he said.
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ward. We
can't break
through at the moment as defences are
closing us down," he lamented.
A win over AEK, with the bonus of
a place in the last 16 would ease the pressure on Kovac before heading to
Dortmund for Saturday's showdown.
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=14B94* "Bale es fantastico", Real
Madrid's interim coach Santiago Solari
said, but still took him off in the 71st
minute against Real Valladolid on
Saturday.
Madrid were drifting towards a 0-0
draw at their Santiago Bernabeu home
and, searching for inspiration, it was
Bale's number 11 that came up.
"Another day, Gareth will score,"
Solari said.
"And everyone will celebrate." But
those quickest to criticise Bale are circling
again ahead of the trip to Viktoria Plzen
in the Champions League on Wednesday.
Support for Vinicius has been intense
and Bale is seen as the one standing in
the way.
Those calling for Vinicius to take
Bale's spot perhaps overlook the
Welshman's 24 goals in 41 appearances
last season. Two of them won Real
Madrid the Champions League final in
May.
If Solari believes the excitement
around the teenager is worth harnessing,
perhaps the Brazilian could slot into a
front three alongside Bale, rather than
instead of him.
Benzema's early form has also dipped
but he plays the role of an attacking pivot
as well as anyone.
Finding the right combination, and
extracting more from Bale, is likely to be
top of Solari's priorities.
But for Solari, the time is now. Beat
Plzen on Wednesday and even a draw
away to Celta Vigo this weekend might
earn him the job until the end of the season.
A lack of alternatives means Perez
would do well to look again in the summer, as long as Solari can keep them ticking over in the meantime. To do it, he will
need goals, and Bale.
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lexis Sanchez has endured a torrid
start to his Manchester United
career but hinted at better things
to come with an impressive display in a
central role ahead of the Champions
League match against Juventus.
The injured Romelu Lukaku missed
the 2-1 win at Bournemouth on Saturday
and Marcus Rashford started on the
bench
as
Jose
Mourinho opted for a
three-man forward
line, with Anthony
Martial and Juan Mata
deployed either side of
Sanchez.
United now travel to Juventus for another date with former favourite son Cristiano Ronaldo, two
weeks after they were outplayed during
a 1-0 defeat at Old Trafford that left them
five points adrift of the Italian champions in Group H.
Despite Mourinho's stated preference
for a multi-dimensional attack, keeping
Lukaku out of the starting line-up will be
tricky, with the manager proving loyal to
his muscular front man.
The Belgium international, who has
not found the net for the club since midSeptember, is not the only United forward
who has gone off the boil, with Rashford
also struggling despite his goal at the <P]D]XcTS_[PhTabUXVWcU^acWTQP[[SdaX]VcWT\PcRW
weekend.
Martial's goals have been
papering over the cracks during =Q^EdTfc :efU^dec position is yet.
"You look at
United's recent mini-recovery, <YfUVb_]!*# Q]9CD
D@?JE6?# #95
Lukaku. Lukaku's
with the Frenchman earning the
goalscoring record
manager's trust at last.
Former United defender Rio is up there, it's fantastic, he scores goals,"
Ferdinand believes Rashford should be added the TV pundit. "But in the best
given a run in the starting line-up, even teams you need more than that.
"You need to be able to bring other
though he said it is not clear what his best
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Mumbai: 4gRT_c U^a bTeT]cW bTTS 0aYd]
<PWPSTeP] ^U CP\X[ =PSd P[[ aT\PX]X]V bTeT]
bTTSb \^eTS X]c^ cWT bX]V[Tb bTR^]S a^d]S X]
cWT 9B ?TaTXaP <T\^aXP[ 08C0 AP]ZX]V <T]b
CT]]XbC^da]P\T]c^]CdTbSPhCWTCP\X[=PSd
_[PhTabcPacTS_a^\XbX]V[hP]S\P]PVTSc^fX]
P] T]TaVhbP__X]V UXabc bTc PVPX]bc
<PWPaPbWcaPb d]bTTSTS BWPWQPPi :WP] 1dc
cWTaTPUcTa<PWPSTeP]R[TPa[hbTT\TSc^WPeTaP]
^dc^UbcTP\P]ScP\T[h[^bccWT]Tgccf^bTcbPb
:WP] R[X]RWTS P STbTaeX]V %&$ %  P]S %!
fX]c^Q^^ZP_[PRTX]cWTbTR^]Sa^d]SPccWT
1P]SaP 6h\ZWP]P C^_ bTTS 8bWP`dT 4`QP[ ^U
FTbc 1T]VP[ bcPeTS ^UU P b_XaXcTS UXVWc Ua^\
:TaP[PbBdaPY7c^b]PcRWPbcaPXVWcbTc&$%#
eXRc^ahX]WXb^_T]X]Va^d]ST]R^d]cTa?d]YPQb
bTR^]S bTTS ?PaP\eTTa BX]VW 1PYfP WPS P
\dRWTPbXTacX\TPbWT^dc_[PhTS<PWPaPbWcaPb
d]bTTSTS=XbWP]c<TWcP% %#X]P]^cWTaUXabc
a^d]ST]R^d]cTaCWXaSbTTS0\Pa]PcW0a^aPP]S
U^dacW bTTS BWXeP\ 3P[\XP P[b^ f^] cWTXa UXabc
a^d]ST]R^d]cTabc^_a^VaTbbc^cWT]Tgca^d]S
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Lucknow: 5^a\Ta8]SXPRP_cPX]Bd]X[6PePbZPa
P]SBP]YPh<P]YTaTZPaCdTbSPhTbRP_TSd]Wdac
PUcTa^]T^UcWTV[PbbS^^ab^UcWTR^\\T]cPah
Q^g Pc cWT ]Tf[hQdX[c 4ZP]P BcPSXd\ [Ph
bWPccTaTS Ydbc Pb cWT Sd^ fPb T]cTaX]V cWT
T]R[^bdaT CWT 4ZP]P BcPSXd\ fWXRW fPb
aT]P\TS Pb 0cP[ 1XWPaX EPY_PhTT 8]cTa]PcX^]P[
2aXRZTcBcPSXd\QhDccPa?aPSTbW2WXTU<X]XbcTa
H^VX 0SXchP]P]cW TPa[XTa X] cWT SPh \PST Xcb
STQdcPbX]cTa]PcX^]P[RaXRZTceT]dT^]CdTbSPh
1^cWcWTU^a\TaRaXRZTcTabfTaT[dRZhc^aTcda]
d]bRaPcRWTS >]T ^U cWT V[Pbb S^^ab Ydbc
Rad\Q[TS[XZTP_PRZ^URPaSbQdc[dRZX[h]^^]T
bdbcPX]TS P]h X]YdaXTb 0[[ PaT bPUT <P]YaTZPa
[PcTabPXS
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Kozikhode: 1^cc^\aP]ZTS ;XVdT  R[dQ 4]
0eP]c ST 6dX]VP\_ ^] CdTbSPh bPRZTS R^PRW
0]c^X]T:^\Q^dPaTYdbcfTTZbPUcTaTgcT]SX]V
WXbR^]caPRcd]cX[!!PbcWTcTP\WPSTPa]TS
^][hbTeT]_^X]cbX] !\PcRWTbcWXbbTPb^]CWT
=Tf 2P[TS^]XP] R^PRW $# Y^X]TS cWT R[dQ X]
! % P]S X] WXb cf^ _aTeX^db RP\_PXV]b WPS
\P]PVTSc^ZTT_cWTcTP\X]cWT\XSS[T^UcWT
5aT]RW [TPVdT bcP]SX]Vb STb_XcT QTX]V ^]T ^U
cWT R[dQb fXcW cWT [^fTbc QdSVTc X] ;XVdT 
aT_^acb4UTCWT\P]PVT\T]c^UcWTUXabccTP\Xb
PbbXV]TS c^ EX]RT]c APdcdaTPd SXaTRc^a ^U cWT
caPX]X]V RT]caT P]S Bh[ePX] 3XS^c =" R^PRW
_T]SX]V cWT P__^X]c\T]c ^U P ]Tf R^PRW
6dX]VP\_bPXSX]PbcPcT\T]c
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Antalya: 4b_P]h^[ ePd[cTS ^eTa cWaTT ^cWTa
R[dQbc^V^bTR^]SX];P;XVPfXcWP fX]^eTa
bcadVV[X]V 0cW[TcXR 1X[QP^ CWT eXRc^ah [XUcb
4b_P]h^[ c^ !  _^X]cb " QTWX]S Ra^bbc^f]
aXeP[b 52 1PaRT[^]P PUcTa  \PcRWTb 0cW[TcXR
fXcW  _^X]cb PaT &cW aT_^acb 4UT ]Tfb
=TXcWTabXSTbcPacTSeTahQaXVWc[h^]PaPX]h]XVWc
X]Ua^]c^Ub^\T #b_TRcPc^abPccWTA234
BcPSXd\P]S"\X]dcTb_PbbTSQTU^aTcWTUXabc
bW^c^]<^]SPh]XVWc>]cWTT]bdX]VbT`dT]RT
8PZXFX[[XP\b[TUccWaTT4b_P]h^[_[PhTabX]WXb
fPZT QTU^aT d][TPbWX]V P bcaXZT 3Tb_TaPcT c^
bP[ePVTP_^X]ccWT1Pb`dTb`dPSWPS]^RW^XRT
Qdc c^ V^ U^afPaS X] cWT bTR^]S WP[U RaTPcX]V
_[T]ch^Ub_PRTU^aPccPRZ\X]STS4b_P]h^[fW^
[^^ZTScWT\^aT[XZT[hc^bR^aT0VT]RXTb

EX]XRXdb9d]X^aRT[TQaPcTbPUcTabR^aX]VPV^P[

people into play, you need to be able to
complement other players in your team,
things have to be set up off you.
"At the moment, I see in a Man Utd
shirt that some things break down in
Lukaku. And that affects other players in
the team, like (Paul) Pogba and Lingard,
who want to play off people."
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Allianz Arena and
Benfica lose at
Ajax in the other Group E match.
However, Bayern have been struggling for creativity since Thiago tore
ankle ligaments ten days ago and Joshua
Kimmich, usually a right-back, has struggled to replace him in the central midfield role.
Kovac has other central midfield
options to replace Thiago against AEK in
James Rodriguez, Renato Sanches or
Leon Goretzka.
German magazine Kicker on Monday
<P]RWTbcTaD]XcTS claim senior players Thomas Mueller,
Mats Hummels, Franck Ribery and Arjen
Robben are all unhappy with Kovac's
coachings style.
6A>D?4
=E>938) Bayern Munich are struggling
The main problem seems to be rotatto fill the creative hole left by Thiago ing Bayern's star-studded squad, leaving
Alcantara's injury as they host AEK in the Mueller and Hummels discontented with
Champions League on Wednesday try- their amount of playing time.
Bayern's attack is failing to fire and
ing to secure a last 16 berth with trouble brewing for head coach Niko Kovac. Kovac seems to be at a loss for words how
Bayern can reach the knockout stages to fix the problem.
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ormer champions Aizawl FC will eye
their maiden victory in the new ILeague season when they lock horns
with neighbours Neroca FC in the
Northeastern derby at home on
Wednesday.
This will be Aizawl's first home
game of the season while contrastingly
for Neroca, it will be their first away
encounter.
Both sides are languishing at the
bottom of the table with identical
returns of a draw and a loss in their two
previous games so far.
In the previous edition, which was
also Neroca's debut, the two neighbours
met twice and it was the side from
Manipur which managed to edge out
Aizawl in one encounter while the
other ended goalless.
Aizawl did exceedingly well to salvage a point from their last game away
at Kolkata against Mohun Bagan, thanks
to a stunning free-kick by 'super sub'
David Lalrinmuana in the dying minutes.
Neroca, on the other hand, will be
smarting from the fact that their two
opening games at home could deliver
only a point.
Both coaches, however, Aizawl's Gift
Raikhan and Neroca's Spanish recruit
Manuel Fraile, will be desperately hoping that their forwards begin to fire.
Besides Mapuia's strike against
Bagan and David's free-kick, Aizawl's
foreign strikers Ansumanah Kromah
and Zikahi Dodoz have not been in the
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here was no encore in store and debutants Real Kashmir had to be contend
T
with sharing the spoils with 10-man

0XifP[52_[PhTab_^bTU^aP_W^c^PWTPS^UcWTXa\PcRW
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\TccfXRTP]SXcfPbcWT
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\P]PVTSc^TSVT^dc
0XiPf[X]^]TT]R^d]cTa
best of form. Kromah scored off a penalty in their first game against Shillong
while Dodoz has failed to open his
account and even lost his place in the
starting eleven against Mohun Bagan.
"Our preparation is going good, we
are ready to face Neroca FC tomorrow.
I know them very closely and I respect
them as a team," Raikhan, who will face
his former side, said at the pre-match
conference.

"David is a good player but I focus
on every player in our team. Not only
David but there are many players who
will be my key players this time," he
added.
Neroca has also had the same problem with forwards Felix Odili Chidi and
Singham Subhash Singh yet to open
their goalscoring account. Regular substitute Ronald Singh has also not registered his name on the scoresheet so far
and Neroca's only goal so far has come
from Brazilian centre-back Eduardo
Ferreira.
"We are focused on stealing three
points tomorrow. Our team is prepared
to face the challenge against Aizawl.
They are a very strong team and we
should be careful before taking any risk,"
Ronald said.
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Krizo was also making his presence felt
with some aggressive runs down the middle and putting Eldor and Novakovic under
considerable pressure. He rose for a header in the 37th minute but the weak effort
lobbed over the Churchill bar.
In the second half, Churchill sat deep
but the hosts embarked upon a strategy to
try and find Krizo with long balls from the
deep defence. Their second option was to
penetrate down the middle.
Krizo's attempt did hit the horizontal
once in the 65th minute after breaking into
the box, this time from the left and unleashing a wonderful right-footed curler.
Churchill had the last chance of the
game when Dawda Cessay got onto a freekick halfway between the goal and the right
corner flag. His floater was good but could
not find the head of a Churchill player.
Churchill now have three points from
their three draws while Real Kashmir have
picked up their fourth point after their second game.
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ngad Vir Singh Bajwa shot to a Gold
with a world record score in the
A
men's skeet final of the 8th Asian

Indian shuttler P.V. Sindhu defeated
Kosetskaya of Russia to advance
Sto thetarEvgeniya
next round of the China Open here on
Tuesday.
The Third seed and World No. 3 Sindhu
defeated her Russian opponent in straight
games 21-13, 21-19 in less than 30 minutes
of play.
In the first game, Sindhu dominated most
parts of the game with quality shots and
smashes.
In the second game, her Russian opponent bounced back and tried to match the
pace of the Indian shuttler but failed in doing
so.
The second game saw Sindhu wrap up
the issue 21-19 to advance.
The Rio Olympic silver medallist Sindhu
will now take on Busanan Ongbamrungphan
of Thailand in the next round.
It was a bad day for the women's doubles pair of Ashwini Ponnappa and N. Sikki
Reddy as the duo bowed out of the meet.
The Japanese pair of Shiho Tanka and
Koharu Yonemoto defeated the Indian pair
21-19, 15-21, 21-17 in a marathon match lasting an hour and nine minutes.

0XifP[52CfXccTa

Churchill Brothers following a goalless draw
in their first-ever home game of the I-league
here Tuesday.
The day will be remembered as one
when the Kashmir Valley hosted its first ILeague game.
A few days after a terrific start to their
maiden season in the country's top-flight,
when they stunned defending champions
Minerva Punjab FC in their own den, Real
Kashmir entered the game as the fancied
team.
But former champions Churchill
Brothers are a seasoned outfit and managed
to stave off a spirited challenge by the hosts
at the TRC Polo Synthetic Turf Ground.
Real Kashmir could not register three
points after being denied twice by the
woodwork, once in each half.
The two-time former champions from
Goa had their goalkeeper James Kithan sent
off just before half-time but held on gamely and in fact even had the last chance of
the game. They remain unbeaten in their
first three games, all of them away from
home.
Kashmir opted to solely depend on
Ivorian striker Gnohere Krizo for a breakthrough, but the visitors' defence led by
Libyan Hussein Eldor and Serbian Nenad
Novakovic had a solid outing, thwarting all
such designs of the home team.

The men's doubles pair of Manu Attri and
Sumeeth Reddy lost to Denmark's Kim
Astrup and AS Rasmussen in straight sets.
The Denmark pair won the first game comfortably 21-16, but it was a neck to neck fight
in the second. Eventually, Astrup and
Rasmussen prevailed to win the second game
27-25.
Ashwini Ponnappa and Sikki Reddy,
meanwhile, lost to Japan's Shiho Tanaka and
Koharu Yonemoto in three games. The
Japanese duo won the first game 21-19 after
a closely fought battle, but the Indian pair
came back strongly to win the second 21-15.
Tanaka and Yonemoto showed their class to
win the third game 21-17 to move into second round.

Shotgun Championship, becoming the
first Indian skeet shooter to win a continental or world level event.
Angad shot a perfect 60 out of 60 in
the final round to claim top spot ahead
of China's Di Jin who shot 58. UAE's
Saeed Al Maktoum won Bronze with a
score of 46.
Angad shot 121 out of 125 in qualification to be tied at second position
with three other shooters. Di Jin shot 124
to top the qualification round. Angad
then went into a shoot-off to determine
the minor positions and shot 15 targets
to Al Maktoum's 16 to be placed third.
Local shooter Saad Habib missed his
sixth shoot-off target to qualify fourth
while Kuwait's three time World
Champion and Rio Olympics Bronze
medalist Abdullah Alrashidi qualified
fifth with a score of 120. China's Jiang
Yang took the sixth and final qualifying
spot with a score of 119 and overcoming a four-man shoot-off.
In the finals, Angad shot like a man
possessed and delivered on the promise

4[PeT]X[EP[PaXeP]X]PRcX^]

he has been showing for years, with a
perfect 60 out of 60 to snuff out a world
class field.
Gurjoat Khangura, the other Indian
in the fray, shot 117 in qualification to
finish 13th.
Earlier in the day, India's 10m rifle
mixed team pairing of Elavenil Valarivan
and Hriday Hazarika struck Gold with
a junior world record score. Mehuli
Ghosh and Arjun Babuta won Bronze in
the same event.

5X[T?XRcdaT

Elavenil and Hriday earlier qualified
for the five-team final in third position
with a combined score of 835.8. Mehuli
and Arjun logged 833.5 to qualify in
fourth place.
The pair of Mehuli and Arjun were
third throughout the length final and
ended with a score of 436.9 to claim
Bronze.
India has so far won seven medals
from the competition with two Gold,
three Silver and two Bronze.
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ccording to Indeed’s recent data
collected from October 2017 to
September 2018, jobseeker’s
interest in delivery jobs is twice as high
as the number of available job postings
for such roles. Among metro cities,
Bengaluru sees the highest demand for
such roles among job seekers, making
up to 14 per cent of the national
demand across India. However, the city
sees only four per cent of all such job
postings in the country, demand
exceeds available job openings by over
seven times.
New Delhi sees the maximum
share of posting for delivery jobs with
12 per cent of all such openings across
India. Job seeker interest in these roles,
however, is relatively low among the residents of the city, with only six per cent
of national demand for these profiles
coming from New Delhi. Other cities
such as Hyderabad and Mumbai also
see comparatively higher rates of
demand for delivery job roles with
respect to the number of available job
openings.
With India being one of the fastest
growing Internet economies in the
world, Internet services industry estimated to create 12 million new jobs in
the country by 2022. The sector is
poised to create employment across various levels, be it in terms of design and
development roles, or to a larger extent
in terms of opportunities for self
employment, such as delivery personnel and drivers, as well as allied roles
like on-ground staff, logistics handlers, and so on.
Despite regulations being put into
place to facilitate the application of
drones for civilian and commercial purposes by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), drone delivery
is still years away in the Indian consumer market.
Meanwhile, in light of the festival
season this year, e-tailing giants are on
a hiring spree, particularly for temporary workers such as delivery and warehousing personnel to cope with the
increased volume of sales. With measures to upskill new recruits, in keeping with the Government’s National
Skill Development Mission, e-commerce companies ensure that they
have a trained pool of talent to draw on,
while also equipping workers with the
requisite skills to find employment
across other tech-driven supply chains.
While delivery job roles are traditionally considered ‘gigs’, part-time
employment options or additional
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sources of income, an increasing number of educated youth are seeking this
type of job given the dearth of suitable
work opportunities for skilled labour.
With the average monthly salary for
these roles being a little over C14,000
per month, young educated job seekers prefer this kind of work to other
avenues that often require intensive
labour and pay poorly. Companies too,
prefer talent that is trainable and readily deployable.
Commenting on this, Sashi Kumar,
MD, Indeed India, said: “The job market is seeing greater numbers of parttime and flexible avenues of work, with
a significant share of opportunities
being created for employment in this
manner. However, it is important to
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imed at setting a new benchmark for
online education, UpGrad has relaunched the Entrepreneurship
Certification Programme with
Masterclasses on leadership by Ronnie
Screwvala.
Around 83 per cent of the workforce
in India would prefer to be an entrepreneur as per the Randstad Work monitor
survey. Speaking at the launch, Screwvala,
co-founder, UpGrad, said: “India is
filled with aspiring entrepreneurs without
access to the right training.
Entrepreneurship is not only about learning how to create business models, but also
about becoming an effective leader. These

keep in mind that the gig economy may
only benefit a highly skilled professional, who can offer their expertise
while enjoying a flexible lifestyle. While
jobs that require a lower level of skills
such as delivery jobs often demand odd
hours of work under stressful conditions. Such job seekers usually take to
these roles because they need a source
of income, rather than for reasons of
convenience or flexibility.
“The need for steady jobs continue to persist in India, even as the global economy is embracing flexible work
options and entrepreneurship. The
Government in India too is bolstering
emerging entrepreneurs by supporting
their ventures towards generating
employment in the long run.”

:__`gReV]VRc_Z_XacRTeZdVd
eveloping a proactive system to identify prospective
D
needs and prepare graduates for
an uncertain future is a major
challenge that educational institutions must face by developing
linkages with the labour market and tailoring programmes
to match their demands. The
Commonwealth Of Learning’s
(COL) president and CEO,
Professor Asha Kanwar spoke
about these challenges and
other emerging trends in her
speech at the Asian Association
of Open Universities (AAOU)
32nd annual conference in
Vietnam.
In the presentation titled
Human Resource Development
and Lifelong Learning for Open
Universities, Professor Kanwar

2^\\^]fTP[cW>U;TPa]X]V´b_aTbXST]c24>?a^U0bWP:P]fPaPccWT"!]S
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encouraged open universities to
strengthen their outreach to
wider constituencies, including
the unreached, and integrate
employability by responding
to market needs. She called for
more investments in innovative

learning and the re-imagining
of policies and practices to suit
lifelong learners at different
stages of their lives.
To prepare learners for
employment and entrepreneurship, professor Kanwar

DUQSXY^W`b_VUccY_^Q\cµ?\i]`YQT
Venkateswaran, MD, Oxford
University Press India, said: “The
OUP firmly believes that the teacher
is the principle pivot in the teachinglearning eco-system. Such initiatives
help teachers gain insights into their
competencies and create a developmental path for themselves. We help
teachers to accelerate their developmental journey by offering a wide
range of online and offline teacher
development programmes, including

courses that are certified by the
University of Oxford.”
The OUP, India will sponsor the
top two winners of TPO 2018 English
tracks (middle school and secondary/senior secondary) to attend the
two-week Oxford English Language
Teachers’ Academy Masterclass at the
University of Oxford, UK. The second
and third rank holders of the middle
school English track and second rank
holders of secondary and senior sec-

ondary English tracks will be sponsored for the Oxford Teachers’
Academy Online training programme
in partnership with the University of
Oxford. Rank holders fourth to seventh
of the Middle School English track and
rank holders third to fifth of Secondary
and Senior Secondary English tracks
will receive sponsorship for OUP’s
Online Teacher Training programme.
This year, TPO is available in 21
subject tracks (up from 14 last year)
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he Young India Fellowship (YIF) invites application for its oneyear multidisciplinary postgraduate diploma programme in
Liberal Studies at Ashoka Universïty. Students from all disciplines
and areas of study are eligible to YIF — whether they are engineers,
designers, commerce graduates, or literature enthusiasts, all are guided towards reaching their full potential.
The programme is delivered through a mix of:
QClassroom lectures by leading faculty from India & abroad
QSkill development workshops run by experts and qualified peers
QReal life projects under the experiential learning module
QMentoring by experienced professionals from different fields
QConnect with 1,125 (and counting) strong and successful alumni pool
Financial assistance and scholarships: The Young India Fellowship
attracts applicants from all social or economic strata. To make it
possible for all deserving applicants to avail this, YIF offers needbased financial assistance on tuition and hostel.
The deadline for round I of admissions is November 15, 2018.
For more details, email at yifadmissions@ashoka.edu.in or contact
on +91-130-2300000 or visit the website.

he Oxford University Press (OUP)
has partnered with Centre for
Teacher Accreditation (CENTA) for the
fourth edition of CENTA’s flagship initiative, Teaching Professionals’
Olympiad (TPO) 2018. A national
competition for teachers in the format
of a multiple-choice test, TPO 2018 will
be held on December 8, 2018 in 46 cities
in India and at CENTA’s international
centres in Dubai and Abu Dhabi.
Speaking about OUP’s association
with CENTA, Sivaramakrishnan
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are leadership traits that one can learn with
experience or better still, borrowing from
other’s experiences.”
Besides the masterclasses, the threemonth online entrepreneurship programme covers topics from idea validation to finding the right product-market
fit to building the business. Deep Kalra
from MakeMyTrip, Bhavish Aggarwal
from Ola, Ambareesh Murthy from
Pepper Fry, and 60 other top entrepreneurs have contributed and been interviewed for the course content. Case studies on many startups are part of the learning programme. Students also benefit
from one-on-one mentorship and feedback with top industry experts and networking sessions with fellow budding and

seasoned entrepreneurs.
As a part of the programme, students
will receive grading and feedback on their
business plan. The students with the top
25 business plans get an opportunity to
pitch their idea to a panel of investors and
receive funding of C10 lakhs.
The course costs C80,000 plus taxes
and is available on easy EMI option with
credit cards of leading banks. UpGrad is
also offering a partial scholarship to
early applicants of the programme.
Screwvala also said that it’s not just
about the lectures and courses, but it’s
about giving our learners the right
guidance, environment and most importantly the confidence to build that next
big thing.

proposed the integration of
three essential illiteracies in
schools’ curricular — human,
data and technological.
Human literacy will help
learners make ethical choices to
equip them for social engagement through effective communication.
Data literacy will enable
learners to find meaning in the
flood of existing information.
Technological literacy will help
learners to deploy software and
hardware in order to maximise
their powers to achieve and create.
Founded in 1987, the
AAOU is a non-profit organisation of higher learning institutions concerned with open
and distance education in Asia.

across primary, middle, secondary
and senior secondary school levels. The
primary track (mix of language, Maths
and EVS) is also available in six language — Hindi, Marathi, Kannada,
Tamil and Telugu along with English.
The winners will also give away
100 plus cash awards (C1 lakh to
C5,000), sponsorship to the education
conference in Dubai, co-authoring the
second edition of Chalk and
Challenges — a book on teaching perspectives, and smartphones for toppers of the primary regional language
tracks.
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The University of New
South Wales, Sydney, has
announced admissions to a
Masters in Public Health (MPH)
for students from India in partnership with Apollo Hospitals
and its education arm —
MedVarsity.
The MPH programme will
fosters understanding of public health including epidemiology, biostatistics, social determinants of health, health promotion, population-targeted
health research methods, and
health programme design,
implementation and evaluation.
MODE OF STUDY: The
programme can be undertaken
either full-time or part-time
through online mode to encourage students to continue working while they study and comprises a total of eight courses of
48 units of credit (UOC) with
168 hours of internship.
The coursework is delivered
by world-class research-oriented academics at UNSW’s School
of Public Health and
Community Medicine. For
those students studying fully
online from India, the capstone
learning experience is undertaken in India, provided through
their partner networks in leading organisations including the
George Institute for Global
Health India, SRM University
Chennai, Apollo Hospitals Total
Health Programme.
Students will be in a dynamic, virtual classroom with other
students from Australia and
around the world and studying
toward a UNSW awarded
Master of Public Health.
ELIGIBILITY:
The requirement for entry
into both the Sydney-based and
fully online Master of Public
Health programme requires
applicants to have either an
equivalent of a four-year degree
in a field relevant to public
health or a three-year degree
and two years full-time professional or volunteer experience in the field.
IMPORTANT DATES:
The programme is scheduled
to begin from mid- February,
2019 for which the last date to
apply is November 30, 2018.
For programme beginning in
mid- September, the closing
dates for applications is July 31,
2019.
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The Institute of Laser and
Aesthetic Medicine (ILAMED),
New Delhi, invites application
for its Post-Graduate Diploma in
Clinical
Cosmetology
(PGDCC).
As modern Medical sciences and aesthetic beauty treatments have been uniting, clinical cosmetology arose as a completely new field, flourishing at
an astounding speed in recent
years in India as well as abroad.
Subsequently, there has been an
increase in demand by medical
scholars and practicing doctors
for medical institutes that can
impart certifications in the
growing field of clinical cosmetology. ILAMED’s courses are
meeting the demands of such
professionals who are eager to
learn the intricacies of this discipline.
COURSE CURRICULUM:
It comprises of sessions on special treatments for skin diseases and disorders (acne treatment, fractional laser for scars
and pigmentation, mole and
skin tag removals), on antiaging treatments, chemical peels
for different skin types and in
various procedures like laser hair
removals or body contouring
DURATION: Six months
online followed by two weeks of
hands-on training.
ELIGIBILITY: For doing
PGDCC, the basic requirement
is a medical degree from a
reputed medical college. One
can avail the training and certificate of PGDCC to become
either a specialist or a trainer in
Cosmetology. Those, who have
a diploma or masters in dermatology, can also train in
Medical Cosmetology to
enhance their practice and
become a specialist.
HOW TO APPLY: Walk-in
available: E-52, GK-II, New
Delhi-110048 or contact: +91
7838606869 /+91 9873902645 or
email at courses@ilamed.org,
info@ilamed.org.
LAST DATE: November
30, 2018.
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he Forum for International
and National Awareness
T
(FINA) of Dyal Singh Evening
College, a full-fledged day college, University of Delhi, recently organised a two-day extravaganza — Finesse 2018 — in the
college campus. Themed
Finesse-Envisioning a New
Vision, the conference was
organised in collaboration with
;A3aBd\XcP?daX58=0R^]eT]^abP[^]V the committee for the welfare of
fXcW3aAXcP2W^fSWdahSXaTRc^a=1CP]S3a North-east students.
?PfP]:d\PaBWPa\P?aX]RX_P[3hP[BX]VW
Inaugurated by Principal
4eT]X]V2^[[TVT
Dr Pawan Kumar Sharma,

FINA convenors Dr Sumita
Puri and Dr Brati Biswas, the
event was graced by the presence of Dr Rita Chowdhury,
director, NBT as a chief guest
who encouraged the students
through her words of wisdom.
The ceremony marked the
unveiling of FINA Gazette, a
periodic E-video newsletter.
Around 150 students from various colleges and universities
attended the event for a series
of competitions which included open mic, turncoat debate,
quiz and cover page designing.
“FINA has set the stage for

many aspirants in the past to
articulate their opinions about
issues that put thinking minds
to unrest. Finesse 2018 is yet
another endeavour to address
the compulsions of traditions
and modernity, globalisation
and the Indian economic or
political turbulence and the
challenges faced by the people
of the North East on the Indian
minds. The need of the hour is
dissemination of accurate facts,
sensitisation towards international and national concerns
and the enunciation of alternate
viewpoints,” Dr Puri says.
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ver 11.5 lakh students
appeared for JEE this year.
The JEE 2019 should see a
surge in candidates since the NTA
is going to hold it on multiple dates
during the year. Every year, a
large number of students are those
who take JEE for the second time.
If you haven’t fared well in the May
2018 exam and want to give it a
second chance, you can choose to
do so in January.
No matter what your choice is,
you need to start out by finding out
where you went wrong. This analysis of your exam performance last
year will help you a long way. You
have one factor that differentiates
you from everyone who will give
JEE for the first time-experience.
Ensure that you use this to your
advantage. Follow the tips below:
Focus on the subject that
you scored the least in: Find out

8

which subject did you lose most of
your marks in your earlier
attempts and start with that one.
Studying it at the start of your
preparation and following it up
with many revisions will help you
score higher. Ensure that you
make flashcards and notes for all
chapters and topics in this subject.
You should also make a with a last
minute revision list which will help
you study just before the exam.
Revise all concepts that were
given importance in your earlier exams: Analyse your earlier
mock tests and try to remember
the questions you did not get right
in the JEE 2018 or 2017 exam.
Make notes on these concepts. Use
charts and diagrams to help you
remember these concepts better.
Focusing on understanding these
concepts, instead of simply rote
learning them. If you have any

]c^SPhbf^a[SXcXb_TacX]T]cc^ZTT_P
QP[P]RTQTcfTT]WXVWbP]S[^fbFT
bdRRd\Qc^_TTa_aTbbdaTSdTc^UP\X[h
Tg_TRcPcX^]bRPaTTa^aQdbX]TbbV^P[bP]S
X\\TSXPcTVaPcXUXRPcX^]bh]Sa^\T3daX]V
cWTbTcX\TbXcXb^][hcWT_^fTa^U_^bXcXeT
\X]SbTcP]ScW^dVWc_a^RTbbfWXRWRP]WT[_
h^dQaTPZcWTeXRX^dbRhR[TBcdSXTbWPeT
_a^eTScWPcQT]TUXcb^U_^bXcXeTcWX]ZX]VPaT
eXcP[ZThbU^a[^]VcTa\bdRRTbb
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WPbPVaTPcX\_PRcX]

doubts, get them resolved immediately instead of waiting until the
last minute.
Practice problems that took
you more time to solve in the earlier exam: As much as you need
to get your concepts right, you also
need heaps of practice. Solve calculation based questions and
develop time-saving strategies.
Decide which sections you should
attempt first and which ones will
you leave for the end.
Also, map out questions where
you tend to get held up. Plan the
amount of time that you would
spend during the exam to solve
various types of questions.
Moreover, solve mock tests and
previous year question papers in
an exam-like setting. This will help
you deal with exam stress and keep
you from panicking during the
actual exam.
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The University of
Sheffield, UK is delighted to
offer 100 international postgraduate Taught Merit
Scholarships in 2019. Each
scholarship is a competitive
award worth 25% of the original tuition fee for a postgraduate taught programme
starting in September 2019.
The scholarships are available
to all new international (nonEU) students who meet the
eligibility criteria.
You will be able to apply
for a scholarship via MUSE
for applicants. You must hold
an offer to study a full-time
or part-time postgraduate
taught course before 16:00
(UK time) on Friday, April
19, 2019. You must have
accepted an offer on a postgraduate taught course by
16:00 (UK time) on Friday,
April 26, 2019.
Eligibility: Your programme must commence at
the University of Sheffield in
September 2019. You must
receive an offer for a course
studied in full at the
University of Sheffield.
Masters programmes split
between the University of
Sheffield and a partner institution are not eligible to
apply for a scholarship.
For tuition fee purposes
you must be self-funded and
required to pay the overseas
tuition fee.

Application
deadline: The deadline for
scholarship applications is
16:00 (UK time) on Friday,
April 26, 2019. Scholarship
results will be announced by
16:00 (UK time) on Friday,
May 31, 2019.
The Yale School of
Management has launched
the Global Leaders from
India programme, which
will dedicate up to five merit
scholarships in its full-time
MBA programme. The scholarships each will cover a
minimum of half of tuition,
valued at approximately
$75,000 to $150,000 over two
years. The scholarships will
be awarded to the strongest
candidates based on academic and professional accomplishment.
By leveraging connections across Yale University
and across the 30-school
Global Network for
Advanced Management, students explore professional
and intellectual interests and
enhance their ability to thrive
in diverse global organisations. The programme prepares students to make a positive impact as leaders across
regions and sectors.
The new scholarships
build on the school’s connections to India. Ambitious students with work experience
in any sector who are interested in developing their
leadership abilities are
encouraged to apply.
The application is available online.
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least a week before the JEE Main
date that you have chosen. The last
1 week will be a buffer and will help
you solve more mock tests and previous year question papers. After
this, create milestones. These
should be at a weekly and monthly level. Planning all of this will be
easier to do so since you already
have an idea of where will you need
less time, and which areas need
more practice.
If you want to crack JEE Main
this time, you will need to put in
more effort and work with a lot of
dedication. You already know how
difficult and competitive the exam
is. You also know how much is at
stake. Unlike others, you have
experience from giving the exam
once. Value it, and do what it takes.
All the best!
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Don’t repeat the mistake of
spending time running to and
from coaching classes: If your
coaching classes were too far away,
or if you didn't see a difference
between what was taught in your
school and coaching classes, reconsider joining them again. If you feel
that you will need help in understanding concepts and solving
doubts, you can use an e-learning
app. Using an app will ensure that
you save both - time and money. It
also provides you with more value
than a traditional coaching class.
Create a plan based on your
exam experience and stick to it:
You might have created a winning
strategy to help you succeed, but it
is pointless if you do not stick to
it. This time, create a plan on a large
scale. This plan should have three
phases— learn, practice, and revise.
Your revision phase should end at
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ow many of us can vouch
that we have not copied from
content online and pasted it
as our own on our social media,
school assignments or at work? Most
of the time, students are not conscious that they are involved in such
an infringing activity of plagiarising
mainly because they are not made
aware about the importance of
Intellectual Property Law and the
consequences of plagiarism in
schools and universities. And they
regard such act as innocuous or
even trendy. Although there are
penalties laid down in the policies of
school and university administration, most of them fail to acknowledge the role of the behavioural factors. In such cases, it becomes
imperative for the education system
to create awareness and to encourage individual creativity in submissions.
The main reasons for engaging
in plagiarism are:
Laziness: ‘I’ll do it tomorrow’ is
the most common excuse to refrain
to procrastinate. It shows that the
person not only avoids facing challenges, but also consciously keeps
away from the struggle to get the
desired results in the field.
Lack of interest: Frequently students are burdened with lots of
assignments. Such disinterest surfaces when the topic is new or if a
student feels disconnected with the
topic, ultimately results in copying
from the already existing literature.
Lack of confidence: Another big
contributor is performance pressure
or an anticipation of being judged
on the quality of work submitted to
meet the expectations of others or
just to attain or secure a better outcome in examinations, resorts to
plagiarising the content.
High workload and stress: The
pressure to fulfill all the duties and
responsibilities assigned at a short
period of time, results in finishing
the work in haste. In such cases,
people use such tactics of plagiarising from other’s work and completing a job or an assignment to meet
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deadlines. Adding on, a person who
has poor time management skills
may easily acquire the habit of copying from others rather than responsible systematic research on his own.
Lack of critical analysis: Access
to Internet and resources online can
be a huge damper to creativity and
thinking of an individual.
Eventually, the major reliance is to
fall back on this information. The
outcome of it is that an individual
stops thinking and analysing their
own viewpoint and simply paraphrases or copies snippets from the
readily available resources.
These are also some of the
behavioural factors that play a role
in persisting with the habit of plagiarism in younger minds. Hence, it
becomes vital to bring significant
changes to the system.
A few pointers that the students
must keep in mind are:
Q Don’t use another student’s
work or previously prepared assignments for the submission.
Q Provide reference to every literature, image, and diagram that’s
not one’s own creation.
Q When in doubt, always consult
the teacher/supervisor.
Q Make a reference list of the
works cited.
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mid mounting tension
between the Reserve Bank
and the finance ministry, former RBI governor Raghuram
Rajan on Tuesday said the central bank is like a seat belt in a
car, without which accidents
can happen.
Pitching for respecting the
institutional autonomy of the
RBI, he said the central bank
has the liberty to say no if the
government pushes it to be
lenient. Ahead of the
November 19 meeting of RBI
Board, he said the objective of
the board is to protect the institution and not serve others’
interests. “The RBI is something like a seat belt. As a driver, the driver being the government, it has the possibility
of not putting on a seat belt but
of course if you do not put on
your seat belt you get into an
accident and the accident can
be quite severe,” he told CNBC
TV18.
Historically, the relationship between the RBI and the
government has been precisely this – the government wants
to focus on improving growth
and it does all it can within the
limits set by the RBI which are

based on financial stability.
“So, the government will
push, will try and get the RBI
to be more lenient,” he said,
adding the central bank would
examine them in close details
and in reference to risks to
financial stability. “We (RBI)
have responsibility for financial
stability and therefore we have
an authority to say no,” he said.
The RBI led by Governor
Urjit Patel and the government
have not been on the same page
on different issues for some
months now. The disagreements came out in open when
RBI Deputy Governor Viral
Acharya in a hard-hitting
speech said failure to defend
(rpt) defend central bank’s
independence would “incur
the wrath of the financial markets”. It later emerged that the
government had used a neverbefore-used provision of the
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law to seek resolution of issues,
including the easing of NPA
norms, so that banks can kickstart lending and support
growth, and transferring more
dividend to boost liquidity -issues which the central bank
thinks cannot be relented.
“Of course the RBI doesn’t
say no out of petulance. It says
it because it has examined the
situation and believes that this
take implies too much financial
instability,” Rajan said. “I think
that relationship has gone on
for a long and the fact that the
RBI says no is not new. The
government can keep asking
and say please consider this,
please consider that but at
some point, it says okay I
respect your decision, you are
the financial stability regulator
and I back off.”
“Once you have appointed
these Deputy Governors and
Governor, you have to listen to
them because that is what you
have appointment them for,
they are your safety belt,” he
said.
On the issue of the government citing Section 7 of the
RBI Act that gives it powers to
issue directions to RBI
Governor on issues of public
interest, Rajan said it would be
best if each side respected each
other’s motivation and
thoughts.
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oody’s Investors Service on
Tuesday said larger emerging
markets like India are expected to continue to tighten their monetary policies
next year.
“India, and Indonesia are likely to
grow near trend despite external and
domestic challenges... We expect larger emerging markets, like India,
Indonesia, Brazil, Turkey and
Argentina, to continue monetary tightening in 2019,” Moody’s said in a
report.
In its Global Macro Outlook for
2018-19 released in August, the USbased agency had said that it expects
Indian economy to grow by around 7.5
per cent in 2018 and 2019 as it is largely resilient to external pressures like
those from higher oil prices.
Indian economy grew by 7.7 per
cent in the January-March quarter, and
touched a two-year high of 8.2 per cent
in the April-June quarter.
Moody’s said India could also face
political risks, as also uncertainty
around economic and fiscal reforms, on
account of upcoming general elections
next year.
The report further noted that the
outlook for global sovereign creditworthiness in 2019 is “stable”, balancing the slowing growth momentum
against rising uncertainty over longerterm economic and financial stability.
The agency expects G-20 growth to
peak in 2018 at 3.3 per cent before
slowing to 2.9 per cent in 2019.
For advanced economies in the G20, Moody's believes growth will fall to
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1.9 per cent in 2019 from 2.3 per cent
in 2018, a pattern that is mirrored in
key economies, including the US and
Germany.
Emerging markets in G-20 would
see a slower growth at around 4.6 per
cent in 2019 than 5 per cent in 2018.
“Our stable outlook for sovereign
ratings in 2019 balances the benefits of
continued global growth against emerging domestic and geopolitical risks,”
Moody’s managing director — Global
Sovereign Risk Alastair Wilson, said.
Despite the stable outlook overall,
we are more mindful than in previous
years of the potential for unforeseen
shocks to disrupt economic and financial stability over the next 12-18
months, Wilson added. Slowing growth
means that the window for global
sovereigns to address longstanding
credit challenges - including high levels of public and private debt, as well
as longer-term trends related to ageing
and inequality - is closing. High debt,
falling growth and rising rates expose
sovereigns to the risk of shocks that
undermine debt affordability and sustainability. A number of emerging and
frontier markets are particularly
exposed to tightening global financial
conditions and rising US trade protectionism, Moody's said.
As in previous years, the potential
for disruptive domestic or geopolitical
events poses the greatest tail risk.
“Geopolitical risks could have
implications beyond a particular country's economic and fiscal fundamentals
and affect cross-border capital flows
and thus funding conditions for many
sovereigns,” Moody’s said.
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New Delhi: India has sought greater market access for areas like agriculture products, pharmaceuticals, IT services and tourism in China, with
a view to bridge the widening trade deficit with the neighbouring country, the commerce ministry said on Tuesday. The issues were discussed
during the meeting between Commerce Secretary Anup Wadhawan and
Wang Shouwen, Vice Minister of China's Commerce Minister in
Shanghai. “The Commerce Secretary informed that areas like agriculture
products, pharmaceuticals, information technology services and tourism
in which India has proven strengths and significant global presence but
minuscule presence in China, need to be encouraged in bilateral trade,”
it said. Wadhawan asked for guidance, facilitation, support and assistance
to the relevant stakeholders for creating a suitable environment for India's
exports in these sectors to China, it added.
The bilateral trade stood
at USD 89.71 billion in 2017-18. The trade deficit increased to USD 63.12
billion in 2017-18 as against USD 51.11 billion in the previous fiscal. The
commerce secretary also expressed concerns regarding the large trade
deficit. During this visit, the ministry said, Wadhawan had a discussion
with important sugar importers of China, including China Sugar
Association. He briefed them about India's sugar sector and its proven available capacity in terms of both, quality as well as quantity, to meet the
Chinese requirements on a sustained long term basis. Meanwhile, the
department of commerce in a tweet said: “India, one of the largest producers of sugar in the world, can produce all 3 grades of sugar and expects
to export around 2 million tonnes of raw sugar to China from this year
onwards.”

7>DB8=62><B4;;BC !2A8=>2C>14A

New Delhi: News Corp-backed realty portal Housing.com Tuesday said
it has facilitated sales of C1,200 crore during last month through its ongoing online home shopping festival. Housing.com, which is part of Singaporebased Elara Technologies, that also owns PropTiger.com and Makaan.com,
said its “month-long online home shopping festival generated sales of Rs 1,200
crore in October”. The company showcased over 350 residential projects during the festival. Flats in the range of Rs 14 lakh to Rs 16 crore were available
during the festival, which saw participation from over 600 developers and
brokers. The ‘Home Utsav’ has been extended to the first week of November
as well. Developers are offering a host of deals including free international
vacations, stamp-duty and GST waiver, flexi-payment schemes, get-rent-tillpossession offers, gold coins, free modular kitchens, air conditioners, Harley
Davidson motorbikes, maintenance-charge waivers, cashback offers and festival cash discounts. Mani Rangarajan, Chief Business Officer, Housing.com
said: “The phenomenal response from the Home Utsav augurs well for the
industry. Indian homebuyers are definitely on the lookout for a right-sized
property and are willing to invest.”
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he unavailability of Australian
batting stalwarts Steve Smith
T
and David Warner has made India

S

kipper Rohit
Sharma smashed
his fourth T20
century to power India
to a commanding 195 for
two against West Indies in
the penultimate game of
the three-match series, here
on Tuesday.
It was a batting masterclass from Rohit as he
remained unbeaten on 111 off
61 balls with his batting
pyrotechnics.
The Indian captain now
has highest number of hundreds in shortest format
along with highest aggregate
of runs surpassing regular
skipper Virat Kohli.
Rohit was at his brutal best as he hit eight
boundaries and seven
towering sixes to propel India to
the big score after being sent into
bat.
Rohit and Shikhar Dhawan
(43 off 41) made up for their rare
failure in the first T20 in Kolkata on
Sunday, stitching 123 runs off 84
balls for the opening wicket to lay the
foundation for a big score.
The pitch curator predicted a lowscoring affair on an unpredictable surface at the newly-built Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Stadium but Rohit and
Dhawan proved things wrong and
looked completely at ease from the onset,
stroking the ball to all parts of the big
ground.
Young pace sensation Oshane
Thomas got West Indies off to a fine start
with a maiden over. But the Indian openers finally broke the shackles in the fifth
over when Rohit and Dhawan took
Thomas to the cleaners hitting a six and
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two boundaries, picking up 17 runs.
Dhawan, however, was lucky as
Keemo Paul dropped a straight forward
catch at deep mid-wicket in the ninth
over off captain Carlos Braithwaite.
It eventually opened the flood gates
for India as Rohit thereafter dealt mostly in boundaries and sixes to notch up
his fifty in 38 balls. The right-hander
mostly preferred the straight boundaries
and cleared them on both sides with
consummate ease.
Rishabh Pant failed for the second
consecutive time, holing out to Shimron
Hetmyer at midwicket boundary off leftarm spiner Khary Pierre.
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rom bunk beds and unreserved train tickets to staying in five-star hotels and flying business class,
F
women's cricket has undergone a "massive" change, feels
one of its biggest stars Jhulan Goswami.
Jhulan, the only bowler in the women's game with
over 200 ODI wickets, reflected on her time in international cricket and also looked ahead to the upcoming ICC Women's World T20 in the West Indies starting November 9.
"I remember staying in an accommodation with
bunk beds for my first World Cup, in 2005. For domestic matches, we often travelled unreserved in trains, and
played on grounds where getting injured would have
been very easy," the 35-year-old wrote in her column
for the ICC.
"There were countless junior tournaments where
we stayed in dormitories and slept on mattresses on the
floor. There's been
such a massive
change to women's
cricket since I started playing."
The
World
Cup's league matches will be played in
Guyana and St Lucia
from November 918 with the two
semifinals and the
final in Antigua on
November 22 and
24, respectively.
This being the 9Wd[P]6^bfP\XX]PUX[T_XRcdaT
first ever standalone
Women's World T20, Jhulan feels it will generate more
publicity.
"I was a part of all the previous ICC Women's World
T20s right from the first one in 2009...Those were tournaments held alongside the men; yes, people were
watching, and there was good publicity for the
women's games, but what I found was that by having
it simultaneously with the men, the women would be
in the shadows."
Jhulan once led the ICC Women's Player Rankings
for ODI Bowlers, before announcing her retirement in
August from the shortest format ranked 30th after making 68 appearances.
On the previous world events being held simultaneously with the men's tournaments, she added, "Before
the semifinals, people would not be aware about the
women's games, as only the semifinals and the final were
televised. So, we didn't get the publicity that we should
have received."
While she called the 2017 World Cup the best in
terms of organisation, Jhulan said things started to
change with the 2009 edition in Australia.
"I recall so many funny memories when I think
about multiple teams sharing one bathroom. Back then,
the IWCC (International Women's Cricket Council)
and the WCAI (Women's Cricket Association of India)
did a very creditable job with the resources they had.
"But we could really see the difference in the 2009
World Cup in Aus, which was the first one organised
by the ICC. All of a sudden, we had the best hotels, great
grounds, a daily allowance. "Even for domestic tournaments, the BCCI's entry meant that flights replaced
trains. Instead of fighting other passengers for a place
to sit, we fought with each other for window seats!"
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Rohit and KL Rahul then shared
quickfire 62 runs for the third wicket off
just 28 balls to take India close to the
200-run mark.
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Rohit Sharma on Tuesday surpassed captain Virat Kohli to become
India's highest run-scorer in T20
Internationals during the second game
against the West Indies at the newly-built
Ekana Stadium here.
Rohit needed just 11 runs to surpass
Kohli's record before the start of the
match and the Mumbaikar achieved the
feat in style.
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the front-runners to win the
upcoming four-Test series Down
Under, feels former stylish left-hander Vinod Kambli.
Impressed with Virat Kohli's
imperious form with the bat,
Kambli also showered praise on the
India skipper, who turned 30 on
Monday and is breaking record
after record, saying he is hungry for
runs and gives 110 per cent on the EX]^S:P\Q[XcP[ZbfXcW?aXcWeXBWPf
0?
field.
Shaw made a dream Test debut
"Our chances are bright. We
are going to win the series (in by notching up a century at Rajkot
Australia). These two batsmen against West Indies and reminded
(Smith and Warner) are not there, Kambli, who played in 104 ODIs,
so take full advantage," Kambli told of his own younger days in crickPTI Tuesday on the sidelines of the et.
"He is a stroke player, goes after
second camp of the TendulkarMiddlesex Global Academy, which the ball and likes to get runs. In fact
he likes to play his shots,"
began at the MIG club in
said Kambli.
suburban Bandra.
So what advice does
Smith and Warner are ±7T:^W[XXb
Kambli have for Shaw?
facing a year-long ban
Wd]VahU^a
"Play your natural
after their involvement ad]b0]ScWT
game," he said.
in the ball tampering
Wd]VTac^S^
"I have always sposcandal in South Africa.
fT[[cWPcXb ken to him (Shaw) and
India are heading to
Australia for a long series, fWPcXbeTah I just said to him, 'play
which comprises three V^^Sc^bTTX] your natural game'. I
T20s, four Test matches, WX\CWTf^aZ said 'don't think too
much, just go out there,
which will be followed by
three
One
Day TcWXRb_[dbcWT enjoy your game and
Internationals. The first fPhWTXb^] just be confident'. That
Test begins in Adelaide on cWTUXT[SWTXb is very important, when
December 6.
VXeX]VWXb  (he goes) for tours like
Australia or plays anyKambli said, "He
_TaRT]c²
where else. I hope that
(Kohli) is hungry for
he does the same," he
runs. And the hunger to do
well, that is what is very good to see explained.
Meanwhile, Kambli said they
in him. The work ethics plus the
way he is on the field, he is giving spotted some good talent at the D
his 110 per cent. So the main thing Y Patil Stadium in neighbouring
which I like about his playing and Navi Mumbai, where the first
batting is the hunger for runs, he camp concluded on Sunday.
"We had the first camp in D Y
is very hungry."
Kambli, 46, along with child- Patil (Stadium) and it went very
hood friend and batting legend well. We have wonderful coaches.
Sachin Tendulkar and former The first lot in D Y Patil was good
R ajasthan coach Pradeep to work with. This was Sachin's
Sundaram was mentoring chil- dream to give back something to
dren who came for the camp and the game. I have been associated
also gave tips to Australia-bound with kids, this is another experiyoung Mumbai opener Prithvi ence to meet good talent," he
signed off.
Shaw.
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en Foakes enjoyed a memorable first
day in test cricket with a fighting 87
not out against Sri Lanka to help England
recover to 321-8 on day one Tuesday.
Foakes was handed his test debut
after wicketkeeper Jonny Bairstow failed
to recover from spraining his ankle
while playing football during the limited-overs leg.
After a woeful start in which England
lost five wickets for 103 runs inside 24
overs, Foakes teamed with the lower middle order and the tail to stage an impressive recovery.
He batted for more than four hours,
faced 184 deliveries, and hit only six
boundaries.
He was as surprised as anyone by
how well he fared. Perhaps because he
had low expectations.
"I had just got back from a lads' trip
to Lisbon. Good preparation! I had a few
days out there when Ed Smith (selector)
gave me a ring. I'd heard about Jonny's
ankle but I still wasn't sure if I'd be coming out, it took me by surprise," Foakes
said.
"It was just an end-of-season 'Enjoy
Lisbon thing' with the Surrey boys."
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Foakes added 61 runs for the sixth
wicket with Jos Buttler, and was in an 88run stand for the seventh wicket with
Surrey clubmate Sam Curran.
Curran, who was preferred over the

experienced Stuart Broad due to his batting prowess, justified England's decision
with a crucial 48.
Foakes was dropped on 60 at short
leg by Kusal Mendis off the bowling of
Dilruwan Perera, who finished with
four wickets.
The partnership with Curran was
broken when the latter was caught at first
slip by Chandimal off Akila Dananjaya
straight after the evening drinks break.
Adil Rashid smashed 35 off 38 deliv-

eries with four fours and two sixes and
added 54 runs for the eighth wicket with
Foakes in only 62 deliveries.
Mike Leach was with Foakes on 14
not out.
After watching Foakes, England's top
order will rue a wasted opportunity on
a good batting surface. There were too
many casual dismissals in an extremely
successful morning session for Sri Lanka.
Because the home side could wrangle out only three more wickets after
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randon Mavuta and Sikandar
Raza shared seven wickets
between them as Zimbabwe
recorded their first Test win in
five years with a thumping 151run victory over Bangladesh on
Tuesday.
Debutant
leg-spinner
Mavuta claimed 4-21 and offspinner Raza's 3-41 as hosts
Bangladesh were left chasing
321 runs on the fourth day in the
northeastern city of Sylhet.
Wellington Masakadza,
another debutant, also shone
with two wickets as Zimbabwe
made
quick
work
of
Bangladesh's lower order, dismissing the hosts for 169.
Left-arm spinner Maskadza
took the final wicket of the
innings, sending Ariful Haque
for 38 as Zimbabwe notched
their first Test win since beating
Pakistan in Harare in 2013.
It is also the first time
Zimbabwe has clinched an away
Test victor y since beating
Bangladesh in Chittagong 17
years ago in 2001.
"I am ecstatic. I thought the
guys went out and worked really hard to apply themselves,"
Zimbabwe captain Hamilton
Masakadza said in the post
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match presentation ceremony.
Zimbabwe sensed a win
once Raza claimed three vital
wickets in the opening session to
reduce Bangladesh's innings to
half.
Kyle Jarvis and Mavuta
joined the act with Raza in the
morning as they chipped in
with a wicket apiece to leave
Bangladesh 111-5 at the break.
Bangladesh resumed play
on 26-0 but within half-an-hour
had lost their first wicket, with
others following quickly.
Play started 30 minutes early
to make up for the lost time after
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bad light brought a premature
end to day three, with
Bangladesh still needing 295
runs on a wearing pitch.
The home side -- whose
best run chase was 217-6 against
the West Indies in 2009 -- started to throw wickets once Raza
reviewed a leg-before appeal
against opener Liton Das.
The umpire gave Liton not
out but a TV replay indicated the
ball would have hit the stump
after pitching outside off -- ending Liton's innings on 23.
One down, Mominul Haque
dragged a Jarvis delivery onto his
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stumps for nine before Raza
bowled Imrul Kayes for 43 to
leave Bangladesh at 83-3.
Skipper Mahmudullah promoted himself to number four
but could not rescue his side and
perished for 16, giving a catch to
substitute fielder Craig Ervine at
short leg off Raza.
Raza then took a spectacular catch at cover on the stroke
of lunch to hand debutant
Mavuta his maiden Test wicket
and send back Nazmul Hossain.
"I think the wicket was good,
but we didn't apply ourselves
with the bat. We were not disciplined enough to restrict our
strokes," said Bangladesh skipper
Mahmudullah. Mavuta dismissed Bangladesh's last accomplished batsman Mushfiqur
Rahim soon after play resume
before Zimbabwe wrapped
things up.
The second Test will be held
in Dhaka from November 11-15.

lunch meant honors were even on day
one. But Sri Lanka will have to bat fourth
on a traditionally spin-friendly pitch that
is expected to crumble.
"Not a usual Galle wicket," Perera
said.
"The wicket was covered for two days
and that took away the usual advantage
we have here. The wicket spun but once
the ball got older, the wicket started to
be slow."
Rangana Herath, playing his last test,
dismissed England skipper Joe Root to
a yorker on 35 in the morning to claim
his 100th wicket in Galle. He became only
the third bowler in history to claim 100
test wickets or more in one venue after
compatriot Muttiah Muralitharan
(Colombo, Kandy, Galle) and James
Anderson (Lord's).
Herath also tied Richard Hadlee for
ninth on the all-time list, with wicket No.
431.
Root was in just 15 balls into the
match after Rory Burns, making his
debut as the replacement for the retired
Alastair Cook, was caught behind nicking Suranga Lakmal down the leg side.
Sri Lanka skipper Dinesh Chandimal
was forced to go off the field with a groin
niggle, and Lakmal led in his absence.
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imbabwe on Tuesday
recorded their first Test win
in five years over hosts
Bangladesh, and their head
coach Lalchand Rajput says it felt
like a Diwali gift to him.
"It is a very significant win
because even the big Test-playing countries come to
Bangladesh and really struggle
to beat them on home turf. So
beating Bangladesh in
Bangladesh is a huge win for us,"
56-year-old Rajput told PTI.
Brandon Mavuta and
Sikandar Raza shared seven
wickets between them as
Zimbabwe recorded their first
Test win in five years as they
thrashed Bangladesh at Sylhet by
151 runs.
Zimbabwe had won their
last Test match when they beat
Pakistan at home in Harare in
2013.
It was also the first time
Zimbabwe clinched an away
Test victory since beating
Bangladesh in Chittagong 17
years ago in 2001.
"I am very happy. It's a
Diwali gift for me which the
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team has given," said Rajput,
speaking from Bangladesh.
"I had to rebuild the team
and then, after losing few matches earlier on, winning a Test
match is a great thing for
Zimbabwe Cricket Board and
people from Zimbabwe," said
the former India batsman.
"It's a team effort.
Everybody really contributed
as a batting unit....We bowled
well on a flat wicket and then the
spinners chipped in. Again in
the second innings it was the
spinners," said Rajput who has
also coached Afghanistan in
the past. The second and final
Test will be played in Dhaka
from November 11.

