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The 78-day-long standoff
between lawyers and police

in the State was resolved ami-
cably in the High Court here on
Wednesday when both the
sides expressed regrets for their
conducts and the develop-
ments that unfolded during all
these days after the August 28
unsavoury incident in which
three policemen had brutally
assaulted a lawyer in Cuttack
after his car was involved in a
series of road accidents.

While the policemen ten-
dered “unconditional apology”
for assaulting lawyer Debi
Prasanna Patnaik at a market-
place on August 28, High Court
Bar Association president
Srikant Naik on behalf of the
lawyers’ fraternity also
expressed regrets over the
assault on a policeman in the
High Court premises on
October 29.

The row was resolved in
the court of Justice CR Dash,
who on Monday had suggest-

ed this compromise formula to
end the Statewide lawyers’
strike. The strike had paralysed
judicial activities in all courts
and tribunals of the State
putting the general public in
untold miseries. Jails across the
State were also overcrowded as
criminal courts could not take
up bail pleas of under-trial
prisoners (UTPs).

Soon after the concilia-
tion plan was impeccably
worked out under the supervi-
sion of Justice Dash, the gen-
eral body of the High Court
Bar Association met and unan-
imously resolved to call off the
strike. “We will resume court
works from Thursday,” said
the association president call-

ing upon all other bar associ-
ations of the State to follow suit.

Naik further disclosed that
the High Court has formed a
high-level committee headed
by a retired judge of the High
Court to look into any dispute
that may arise between police
and lawyers in future. The
committee would have senior
lawyers, top policemen and
bureaucrats in it. “The decision
of the committee will be bind-
ing on both lawyers and police-
men,” he said.

In another development,
the Ganjam District Bar
Association on Wednesday
decided to cease work on
Thursday in protest against
Tuesday’s alleged attack on
lawyer Haraprasad Dash by
policemen inside the Buguda
police station of the district. A
delegation of the bar met range
DIG Ashis Singh and urged
him to take stringent action
against the erring policemen
after registering a case under
Section 307 (attempt to mur-
der) of IPC.
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After the Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration

(SJTA) on Tuesday issued
notices to 11 sevayats in con-
nection with the irregularities
in Brahma Paribartan during
the Nabakalebar of Lord
Jagannath in 2015, a blame has
begun between the chief car-
penter of Debadalan chariot of
Devi Subhadra, Krushna
Chandra Maharana, who was
in-charge of construction of
new idols of the Holy Trinity,
and the Daitapati sevayats.

Maharana said, “Had the
Darus (tree logs meant for con-
struction of idols of Lord

Jagannath and His siblings)
come early, we would have fin-
ished the construction works two
to three days earlier. Secondly,
the Daitapatis had selected the
Darus keeping their interests in
mind. They had selected bigger
Darus without caring for the age
of the trees so that they could sell
and earn more.”

“The condition of all the
four Darus was inferior; and so,
it took us more time to sculpt
the idols. “The Daitapatis had
selected the Darus after taking
money from villagers; so, they
are fully responsible for the
fiasco,” he alleged.

However, Daitapati 
Nijog joint secretary Binayak

Das Mohapatra refuted the
allegations.

“The total time for con-
struction of idols of deities is 10
days but after wasting a day, the
Maharanas got less time to
sculpt the idols, due to which
the ‘Purna Ahuti’ ritual by
Gajapati Maharaj was also
delayed by eight hours. The
delay continued to affect all the
rituals till the completion of the
Brahma Paribartan itself,” said
Mohapatra.

Besides, after the Brahma
Paribartan, senior Daitapatis
among us also had an argu-
ment which often happens.
The entire Daitapati commu-
nity is sorry for the delay

which tarnished our image. We
assure not to repeat such mis-
takes again and hope that Lord
Jagannath and the devotees
would forgive us,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Congress
and the BJP have termed the
allegations of  fixing of selec-
tion of Darus serious and
demanded a probe.

Congress spokesperson
Bibhu Prasad Tarai said this is
a very serious allegation if it is
true. It should be investigated.

BJP spokesperson
Pitambar Acharya said a high
probe should be ordered and
the persons responsible should
be identified and made
accountable.
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The Winter Session of the
State Assembly, which is

scheduled to begin on
November 16, is likely to be
stormy as  the two Opposition
parties, the Congress 
and the BJP, have decided to
take on the BJD Government
on various issues.

Farmers’ issues like delay in
disbursal of crop insurance
and provision of pension would
be the main agenda of both the
Opposition parties.

They would raise allegations
of corruption, unemployment,
rampant percentage commis-
sion, delay in appointment of
Lokayukta, deteriorating law
and order situation, violence
against women and lawyers’
agitation, among others.

“The State Government
has declared drought in areas
not on the basis of accurate
data. Besides, issues pertaining
to law and order situation and
rampant corruption will be
raised in the House,” said
Leader of Opposition
Narasingha Mishra (Congress).

The BJP would raise the
State Government’s alleged fail-
ure in tackling Cyclone Titli,
lawyers’ agitation, ‘self-propa-
gandist’ approach towards
Make in Odisha Conclave and
row over Darshan at Puri
Shreemandir.

“PC practice works 

at the block level and other
major issues will be raised in
the House,” said BJP MLA
Pradeep Purohit.

On the other hand, the BJD
is likely to bring up the
Polavaram issue, nonavailabil-
ity of Special Category Status to
State, cuts in Central assistances

and Mahanadi water dispute in
the House.

“The Government is ready
to face any issues raised by the
Opposition in the House,” said
Finance Minister Sashi Bhusan
Behera. The Winter Session
will continue till December
15. The Government is expect-
ed to pass important Bills dur-
ing the session, which would
have 23 working days.
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Following the controversial
Raghunath Besha of Lord

Jagannath and His siblings at
Bhubaneswar, Gajapati King of
Puri Dibyasingha Dev said
that he would first know the
matter in details and then give
his response.

After arrival at his
Bhubanewar residence on
Wednesday from a tour to out-
side the State, the Gajapati said
that he did know what has real-
ly happened and would first
enter the subject before speak-
ing anything. “I am not aware of
what really has happened here.
Let me first enter the subject,”
said the Puri king to The Pioneer.

After the Besha, opposi-
tions are steadily gathering
momentum in Puri with
resentments from various

social fora in each passing day.
Now the Muktimandap, the
highest priestly body of
Shreemandira, has joined the
chorus by issuing an objection
against the hosts of the event.

Strongly denouncing the
acts of some outfits to display
the rare of rarest attire of deities
outside the Puri shrine,
Muktimandap secretary Pandit
Ajit Kumar Mishra urged the
Government for a vivid probe
and strong actions against the
people. He suspected the Iskcon
hand might be in the event, as
it is under the scanner of tem-
ple for last many years. 

He added it is most dis-
gusting to watch the presence of
the officials of temple admin-
istration in the Besha. What is
clearly showed a backing of the
temple administration, which
the secretary termed to be

quite objectionable.
Notably, Sankaracharya of

Puri had too opposed the hold-
ing of the Raghunath Besha rit-
ual outside the Shreemandir
premises. On Tuesday, he had
said that the Besha of the deities
is only limited to Shreemandira
Ratna Singhasan and a pre-
scribed timing is there for the

observance. Referring to Skanda
Purana, the Hindu seer request-
ed people not to deviate the cen-
turies -old practices.

Even well-known scholar
in Jagannath cult, Dr Naresh
Chandra Dash had opposed
stating the event to be most
unfortunate outside the temple
and too sought a probe.
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The month-long Winter
Session of Parliament, the

last of the 16th Lok Sabha, is set
to commence on December 11
with the Modi Government
wanting to give a final push to
the passage of the controversial
triple talaq Bill pending in the
Rajya Sabha and score a “win-
ner” before taking on the
Opposition which is working
on an anti-BJP alliance across
the country. The Cabinet
Committee on Parliamentary
Affairs (CCPA) on Tuesday
night recommended convening
of the Winter Session from
December 11, 2018 to January
8, 2019.

The Ram temple issue is
expected to echo in the Winter
Session with the BJP and the
Opposition launching attack
against each other. 

The Opposition would go
all out to accuse the ruling
party of communalising the
politics on the eve of Lok
Sabha polls which are only
months away.

BJP Rajya Sabha member
Rakesh Sinha has said he may
bring a private member Bill in
the Upper House demanding
the construction of the temple
in Ayodhya. The BJP is hoping
that the Bill may force the
Opposition parties to take a
stand on the sensitive issue.
The Bill, if brought on the table,
could also be put to vote. 

The Winter Session will
start on the day (December 11)
when the counting of votes is

to commence for five State
Assemblies with the BJP seek-
ing a repeat mandate in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh. 

The results by the evening
would create a political impact
on the tempo of the Winter
Session with the winner sure to
dominate the proceedings in
next one month.

Much is at stake for the BJP
and the Congress and other
Opposition parties in the poll
outcome of Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana and Mizoram which
may set the narrative for the
general elections 2019 and
could provide a definite sug-

gestion to the political  prowess
of the either side. 

Triple talaq, which has
been made a penal offence by
the Government by way of
promulgating an Ordinance,
would again be tested finally on
the floor of the Rajya Sabha
where it has been pending
after being passed in the Lok
Sabha where the BJP has a
thumping majority.

The Government would
also want the Indian Medical
Council Amendment
Ordinance and the Companies
Amendment Ordinance to be
passed as Bills in this session.

The Winter Session will be
the “last roar” of the Modi

Government on the floor of
Parliament with the Opposition
parties likely to put a collective
effort to puncture it and set
their campaign agenda against
the BJP. 

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu,
whose TDP has quit BJP-led
National Democratic Alliance,
has been touring various
Opposition parties-led States to
work out a common strategy
against the Modi Government
in the Lok Sabha poll. The
Parliament session will test
whether a “grand alliance
Opposition parties” would
speak in one voice on the floor
of Parliament or would expe-
rience disarray on the eve of
final electoral battle, next year. 

Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs Vijay
Goel said the session from
December 11 to January 8
would have 20 working days.
This would bring down curtain
on the 16th long Lok Sabha
where, for the first time, the
BJP had a majority on its own.

“We seek support and
cooperation of all parties for
the smooth functioning of
Parliament during the session,”
said Goel.

The session was delayed
this year due to the Assembly
elections in five States.

The onus of conducting
Parliament session from the
Government’s side would fall
on Narendra Singh Tomar and
Goel following the untimely
demise of Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Ananth Kumar. 
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said there is no

question of a debate on the
pricing of the Rafale fighter
deal in the court till it comes to
the conclusion that the pricing
information is to be brought in
the public domain.  

The court reserved its order
on pleas seeking court moni-
tored probe in procurement of
36 Rafale fighter jets.  The
Government refused to make
public details related to the
pricing of the 36 Rafale fighter
jets in the Supreme Court, say-
ing “our adversaries may get an
advantage” by such a disclosure.
A Bench comprising Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi and
Justices SK Kaul and KM Joseph
concluded in nearly four hours
the arguments advanced by
various parties which have also
sought registration of FIR in
connection with the alleged
irregularities in the deal.  

India had signed a
Government to Government
contract with France in 2016
worth over �59,000 crore to
buy 36 fighter Rafale jets in the
fly-away condition. 

The apex court also said it
is dealing with the require-
ments of the Indian Air Force
and would like to hear from an

Air Force officer and “not the
official of the Defence
Ministry.” Deputy Chief of Air
staff Air Marshal VR
Chaudhari and two other offi-
cers from Indian Air Force
appeared in the Supreme Court
on Wednesday to assist it on
the issue of the procurement.
They told the court that no new
aircraft has been inducted in
the Air Force since 1985.

On price issue, the SC said,
“The decision we need to take
is whether to bring the fact on
pricing in public domain or
not.” The Bench, also compris-
ing Justices SK Kaul and KM
Joseph, told Attorney General
KK Venugopal that there is no
question of any debate on pric-
ing without making the facts
public. The Bench clarified that
any discussion on price will be
considered if it thinks the issue
should enter the public domain.

Venugopal defended the secre-
cy clause relating to the pricing
of the Rafale jets, saying adver-
saries may get an advantage if
the entire details are disclosed.
Refraining to divulge details on
the pricing aspect, he said he
would not be able to assist the
court further on the pricing
issue.  “I decided not to peruse
it myself as in a case of any leak,
my office would be held respon-
sible,” Venugopal said.  The
Bench then told him there is no
question of any debate on pric-
ing without making the facts
public.  

He also said these matters
are for experts to deal with.
“We have been saying that
even Parliament has not been
told about the complete cost of
the jets,” he said. At the
exchange rate of November
2016, the cost of a fighter jet
was �670 crore, he said.
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Sri Lanka’s Parliament on
Wednesday passed a no-

confidence motion against
Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, who was installed by
President Maithripala Sirisena
in a controversial move, a day
after the Supreme Court over-
turned the presidential decree
to dissolve the House and hold
snap polls on January 5.

Amid raucous scenes,
Parliament on Wednesday met
for the first time since October
26 when President Sirisena
sacked Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe and installed
Rajapaksa in his place and sus-
pended the House, plunging the
island nation into an unprece-
dented constitutional crisis.

Speaker Karu Jayasuriya
announced that majority of
225-member Parliament sup-
ported no-confidence motion
against Rajapaksa, 72-year-old
former strongman, who ruled
the country for decade from
2005. “According to voice, I
recognise that the Government
has no majority,” Jayasuriya
announced in House as
Rajapaksa supporters protested.
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Narendra Modi is becoming
less popular than he was at

the beginning for talking too
much. When his own generals
and lieutenants revealed that
the BJP had purposefully made
tall promises by resorting to
believable bluffs, particularly
the ‘black money scooping’
from foreign holes and dis-
tributing 15 lakh rupees to
every Indian, all Indians felt
deceived. The latest surveys
indicate a big downfall for the
ruling party unless miracles
happen. The vulgar display of
power of money by some of the
younger BJP leaders had caused
the most unexpected defeat of
the Vajpayee regime. The ‘India
Shining’ campaign was just a
plain mad technique they used
to cause suicidal outcomes
despite historic nation-building
efforts and successes. The pre-

sent Modi-Shah duo is causing
great national distress by defac-
ing and recreating heritage
and history and branding every
non-BJP State nonperformer. It
is forecast that Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh and more are
going to be lost like a needle in
a haystack for the saffron party.
Modi is singularly popular
only because he appears per-
suasive to the gullible commu-
nities. But overall, Modi has no
steam left to keep the saffron
flag fluttering across the nation.
Shah causes pain and ache
among the sensible masses for
his crude approach to every
electioneering initiative.

Interestingly, Naveen
Patnaik is a perfect antithesis of
Modi. His popularity is on the
rise, and magically so. He keeps
cool and quiet, no matter how
bitter, noisy or caustic the crit-
ics are. The Make in Odisha
Conclave causes considerable
excitement among the corpo-
rates looking for business
opportunities. The 2018 ‘Make
in Odisha’ Conclave has done
too well. A whopping �4.20
lakh crore investment has been
promised by leading corporates
to generate employment for
nearly five hundred thousand
young people. Potential
investors have shown up
because they feel extremely

safe and reassured
due to a robustly sta-
ble regime making available a
truly investor-friendly envi-
ronment with extremely sup-
portive policies for ease of
running business. An Asian
Development Bank study says
no other State of a India can
match with the affordable
labour cost in Odisha, where
people lead a content, happy
life. They do not feel exploited
despite being fully aware of the
higher labour charges in the
other similarly-developed
States.

‘Ease of doing business'
might be the buzzword for
attracting investors as States
scramble to improve their
rankings. But Odisha is quiet-
ly stealing the show with its
competitive advantage in the
cost of doing business. An
Asian Development Bank study
has rated Odisha as the most
cost-competitive State judged
by the criteria of cost of setting
up and running a business. The
report has dwelt on key para-
meters — wage rate of skilled
labour, industrial power tariff
and land costs. In all the select-
ed parameters, Odisha wins it
hands down on cost compared
with States like Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal.

The study establishes that
Odisha has the lowest wage rate
of skilled labour among the
surveyed industrialised States.
“A low wage rate is a positive
factor for the setting up of busi-
nesses from the perspective of
industry since it drastically
reduces the operating expen-
diture of any business,” the
study says. The wage rate of
skilled labour in Odisha is
�6,240 per month whereas for
Maharashtra it is �8,739 and
West Bengal �8,888. Andhra
Pradesh with a wage rate of
�9,818, boasts of the highest
cost of labour. The other two
industrially leading states,
Gujarat and Tamil Nadu, have
wage rates of 9,414 and 9,115
rupees, respectively. Power-
surplus Odisha also boasts of
the lowest industrial power
tariff amongst the six chosen
States at �4.20 per unit. In
Maharashtra, it is �7.20 and
West Bengal �6.60.

Cost of land is another key
area where Odisha trumps
Gujarat and Maharashtra. Land
cost in key industrial loca-
tions of Odisha remains
between three and six million
rupees per acre. Compared
with this, Gujarat’s land rate at
its industrial locations of

Vadodara, Surat and
Bharoch is more than

double — eight to ten million
rupees per acre. In
Maharashtra, the cost is even
higher as land rates hover
between eight and 16 million
rupees.

Using Odisha’s cost in
labour, tariff and power, the
ADB study goes on to say that
an industry in the casting and
forging sector can generate
billion dollars in revenue and
save half a million dollars in
power costs if it chooses
Odisha over Andhra Pradesh.
The savings for the industry are
twice at �52.2 million if Odisha
is preferred. over Maharashtra.
For an apparel maker in
Odisha, the savings in power
costs could range between 3.5
million and 10.6 million rupees
over other States. A report by
industry body Assocham says
by the end of March 31, 2017,
Odisha had attracted live
investments worth 13.2 trillion
rupees, the third highest in the
country with a share of 7.2 per
cent. Odisha has the fastest
implementation rate of projects
as projects valued at 6.4 trillion
rupees are in various stages of
implementation.

Odisha has positioned itself
as an investment hub after
staging road shows in Mumbai

and Bengaluru, eventually cul-
minating in the first-of-its-
kind summit ‘Make in Odisha’
in 2016. From the three events,
the State bagged 124 invest-
ment intents, 76 of which have
already translated into firm
commitments. The State
Government has identified six
focus sectors, which include
agriculture and food process-
ing, chemicals and petro-
chemicals, textiles, downstream
and ancillary, ESDM-IT and
ITeS and auto and auto com-
ponents.

As per Vision 2025 of CM
Naveen Patnaik, his
Government is working with
an aim of attracting  two and a
half lakh crore rupees of fresh
investments and generate three
million jobs. Odisha offers sev-
eral advantages to investors
such as rich mineral reserves,
strategic coastal location with
over 10,000 km of highway net-
work; and the State is part of
the East Coast Economic
Corridor. The Government has
set up a single-window portal
in the country for speedier
facilitation and tracking of
investment proposals and
approvals. It has identified
dedicated sector-specific clus-
ters and estates with 10,000
acres of developed industrial
land. It also has over 300 'ready

to invest' projects across key
sectors. Odisha has established
four Investment Regions in
the focus sectors, viz., National
Investment & Manufacturing
Zone (NIMZ)at Kalinganagar,
Petroleum, Chemicals and
Petrochemicals Investment
Region (PCPIR) at Paradip,
Port Based Manufacturing
Zone at Dhamra and
Information Technology
Investment Region at
Bhubaneswar. This will trans-
form Odisha into the industri-
al gateway to eastern India.

To attract investors, the
Government is offering specific
incentives that include 100 per
cent exemption from stamp
duty on loan agreements, cred-
it deeds, mortgages and
hypothecation deeds executed
by the industrial units in favour
of banks. It is also offering cap-
ital grant to support quality
infrastructure, wherein 50 per
cent of the infrastructure cost
with a ceiling of �10 crore per
greenfield industrial park and
capital subsidy of 10 per cent
up to maximum as indicated
based on employment and inv-
estment in auto and auto com-
ponents, agro and food pro-
cessing, textile among others.

Over the last three years,
the State Government has
embarked upon the impleme-

ntation of a Business Reforms
Programme to make it easier
for companies to set up and
operate in the State, following
which Odisha has been recog-
nised as a ‘Leader’ in terms of
implementation of business
reforms with 92.73 per cent
score in the ‘Ease of Doing
Business Report of 2016’. The
Associated Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry of India
(Assocham) has ranked Odisha
as the ‘number one State’ in ter-
ms of investment implementa-
tion rate.

Detractors, opponents and
political adversaries keep
screaming that Odisha has
dipped on the scale of ‘ease of
doing business’ from where it
was two years ago. What they do
not appreciate is the fact that the
points of merit remain the
same. Some other States have
added a few numericals on
some parameter or the other.
But Odisha shall continue to
attract the most investors for,
apart from the highlights placed,
it has mother nature on its side
with its unique bounty which
will hold the State supremely
high on the enticement scale,
and incomparably so.

(The writer is a core mem-
ber of Transparency
International, Odisha)
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In a bid to make the women
of Odisha digitally-empow-

ered, Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Wednesday
announced to provide smart-
phones to all six lakh women
Self-Help Groups (SHGs) free
of cost under the Mission
Shakti programme.

He made the announce-
ment during a session on
women entrepreneurship 
at the Make in Odisha
Conclave here.

Patnaik said, “Women
empowerment is something
that is very close to my heart.
No country or State has ever
developed without empower-
ing their women. My dream is
to see that every woman has
access to the knowledge econ-
omy. As a first step, my
Government will digitally
empower all the 6 lakh Mission

Shakti groups with a smart-
phone.”

Sources said the move
would benefit around 70 lakh
women associated with various
SHGs in the State.

Patnaik said, “In 2001, we
started Mission Shakti as a pro-
ject. Today it has transformed
into a movement. Almost every
second household has a mem-
ber in Mission Shakti.”

He also urged the bankers
to meet the credit require-

ments of the Mission Shakti
groups in a professional 
manner.

On political empowerment
of women, Patnaik said Biju
Patnaik was a pioneer who
made a 33 per cent reservation
for women in local bodies
while his government increased
it to 50 per cent. It is 
heartening to note that the
reservation is now much more
than 50 per cent.

Patnaik said, “Whenever
my government has made an
initiative — whether Mamata or
Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana or
the Land Rights, the State always
runs the extra mile for women.
As a government, we do so
many things — institutions,
buildings, bridges. Let me con-
fess that whenever we have
done anything for women, it has
had the maximum impact for
the State and given me the
greatest personal satisfaction.”
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The Indian Ex-Services
League (IESL), Odisha paid

tributes to World War I soldiers
and discussed various problems
being faced by ex-Servicemen
in Odisha at a State-level meet-
ing held here on Wednesday.

IESL State and district
functionaries, Rajya Sainik
Board Secretary Commodore
Lalit Mohan Agarwal and
Bhubaneswar ADM Arun
Kumar Behera were present.
Veteran Group Captain and
IESL president Jagadanand
Brahma inaugurated the camp.

At the outset, the members
observed a two-minute silence
as a mark of respect to the dead
and injured soldiers, who had

sacrificed their lives during
WW I, on the centenary occa-
sion of the war. More than
60,000 Indian soldiers had lost
their lives in the war.

League general secretary
veteran Bidydhar Nayak read
out a statement, mentioning
negligence and injustice being
suffered by Ex-Servicemen of
Odisha.

“It is a matter of insult that
the State lacks CSD depot des-
pite having four prominent
military establishments. An
ESM has to spend and run to
either Kolkata or Vizag CSD
depots to avail services. At the
present scenario of highly adva-
nced IT services, this can only
be termed as an unwanted and
unjustified harassment towards
the ESM,” Lamented Nayak.

He expressed anguish over
the discontinuance of the CSD
services at Angul and demand-
ed that it be re-operated soon.

He expressed unhappiness
that State Higher Education
Department has reserved one
per cent of its 800 posts for the
ESM against existing norm of
three per cent.

He demanded that the Ex-
Servicemen Contributory
Health Services (ECHS),

Bhubaneswar be upgraded to
Type 'A' immediately as more
than 20,000 ESM and their
families are dependent on it.

Veteran Arun Kumar
Mahanti proposed that IESL
should approach the
Government authorities to
press forward the demand of

reserving adequate percent-
ages for employment into both
the Central and State PSUs.

He demanded that a Zila
Sainik Board (ZSB) be formed
at Bhubaneswar on a priority
basis for the districts of
Khordha, Puri and Nayagarh.

Nayak said a State-level

rally would be arranged to
demonstrate and express
anguish of the State ESM if
demands are not met soon.

ADM Behera listened to
various problems and assured
to resolve some of them at his
level. He felicitated veteran
Marine Commando Sidhir
Kumar Swain for his excellent
rescue operations in the
Cyclone Titli-affected areas,
Veteran Air Warrior 
Prakash Gadnayak for his
superb performance in the
international field of athletics
and grabbing gold medal for
India and veteran Marrine
Commando Rabindra Kumar
Sahu for his excellent social ser-
vices.

Among others IESL(O)
vice-president veteran
Samarendra Parija, Dillip
Kumar Behera, Haraprasad
Dora and Umakanta Mishra
were present.
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When Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik ebul-

liently announced of State
receiving investment inten-
tions worth �4.19 lakh crore in
the Make in Odisha investment
summit-2, which is double of
�2.03 lakh crore worth inten-
tions in Make in Odisha 1.0,
the fact-checker here is Odisha
had received investment inten-
tions, not oral proposals, worth
a whopping �3.21 lakh crore in
a single year of 2011, even with-
out organising such a mega
conclave.

Moreover, the big line
number of �4.19 lakh crore
investment is stretched over 3-
5 years time-frame.

The big picture that
emerges post Make in Odisha
2.0 is the tagline of Odisha
being a leading metallurgical
State in country still continues,
which means endowment of
natural resources of Odisha is
still the biggest investment
draw for the State. 

Though tune of diversify-
ing investment portfolio is
being played out, the Make in
Odisha 2.0 statistics shows the
investment commitments to
the State from mineral and
metal sector cornered a 
whopping 47 per cent of total 
investment intentions 
made for the coming 3-5 years
time frame.

But the big shocker is
Odisha has failed to open an
investment account in electri-
cal equipment sector that is
dependent on metallurgical
industries like steel and alu-
minium for raw materials. 

The significance is 
electrical equipment industry
has cornered the largest indus-
trial investments nationally
since 2015. 

More significant is job cre-
ation potential of electrical
equipment sector is around
40,000 per investment of
around �33,000 crore vis-a-vis
job potential of around 66,000
only per lakh investment in
metallurgical sector.

However, the big emerging
story for Odisha is now it is
smarting up to emerge as a
petrochemical hub in the 
country after Gujarat, thanks to
the Indian Oil’s Paradip Oil
Refinery. 

The Make in Odisha 2.0
statistics reveal that petro-
chemicals sector in the State
has cornered a whopping 25
per cent of the total investment
intentions made out.

But an important indicator
here is despite Reliance
Industries Limited (RIL) being
a big player in petrochemical
business, Mukesh Ambani has

not rolled out any investment
plan for petrochemicals in
Odisha.  The good news, how-
ever, here is it’s a better job cre-
ator than metallurgical 
sector. Studies show petro-
chemical industries churning
around 80,000 jobs per lakh
investment.

But the most glaring miss-
ing part of the State’s mega
investment conclave is 
Odisha has failed to attract sig-
nificant investments in down-
streams that are dependent on
petrochemical industries for
raw material. 

Odisha has not received
any investments in growing
sectors like automotive, agri-
culture, medicine, infrastruc-
ture and electronics. 

And job potential of the
sectors is quite high vis-à-vis
metallurgical and petrochem-
ical with even one-third of the
investments.

Another big take away
from the mega conclave is still
the big chunk of investors in
Odisha are Central PSUs. 

Make in Odisha reveals
how Central PSUs like SAIL,
Nalco, MCL etc have
announced investment via
expansions worth �1.38 lakh
crore or around 33 per cent of
�4.19 lakh crore intentions
made, and if Haldia Petrochem
(a JV between WB
Government, IOC, Tata and
Chatterjee Group) investments
included then the total pie
share will touch 50 per cent.

The bottom line is drums
can wait as Industry
Department has to work out
some hard lessons it learnt in
Make in Odisha 2018.
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A70-year-old woman
broke her leg after a

barricade fell on her at
the Shreemandir due to
heavy rush of devotees
during ‘Mangala Alati’
of Lord Jagannath on
Wednesday morning.

The injured
Habishyali was identi-
fied as Bilasini Behera, who 
was initially admitted to the
District Headquarters Hospital
here and later shifted to SCB
Medical College Hospital in

Cuttack after her condition
deteriorated.

Behera is a resident of
Balitutha area under
Markandapur of the pilgrim

town, sources said.
“When the gate

was opened for dar-
shan we were in the
front. Later, the bar-
ricade fell on her and
many people stepped
over it following
which she broke her
leg,” , a relative of the
injured woman, said.

Sources said that
due to lack of proper security
arrangements, a stampede like
situation arose and people jos-
tled with each other to enter the
temple. 
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Atusker was reportedly elec-
trocuted after coming in

contact with an 11-KV live
electric wire near Hemamira
village under the Handapa
Forest Range in Angul district
on Tuesday night.

The age of the dead ele-
phant was stated to be 10 to 11
years. The pachyderm report-
edly strayed into the village in
search of food and came in
contact with the live wire

installed around a farmland for
keeping boars away from crops.

On being informed, Forest
Department officials reached
the spot and started investiga-
tion. The elephant’s carcass
would undergo autopsy soon,
sources said.

Notably, as many as seven
elephants were electrocuted
after coming in contact with a
live wire at Kamalanga village
under the Sadar Forest Range
in Dhenkanal district on
October 26.
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Union Minister of Women
and Child Development

and animal rights activist
Maneka Gandhi has urged
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
to take urgent measures to
curb elephant deaths in Odisha.

“The recent electrocution
of seven tuskers in Dhenkanal,
which is the highest such death
toll in a single incident, has
caused furore throughout the
nation about the reprehensible
state of elephant protection in
Odisha,” stated Gandhi.

“It comes at the back of dis-
mal statistics wherein 124 or a
whopping 28 per cent casual-
ties have taken place due to

accidents and electrocution. It
is tragic to note that a dozen
magnificent pachyderms are
dying every year due to mis-
management and in-coordi-
nation between Government
agencies,” she added.

Citing reports, she alleged
that distribution companies
are being given a free hand in
elephant corridors without nec-
essary oversight.

In the letter, the Union
Minister also mentioned that
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has imposed a fine �1
crore on Cesu while a probe
has been launched into the
Dhenkanal incident.

Expressing her disap-
pointment on the elephants’
death, the Union Minister said
that even after laying guidelines
under the AK Biswal 
committee by the Ministry 
of Environment and 
Forests, the alarming trend of
elephant deaths has continued
unabated.

“I also urge you to take
necessary action against the
officials who failed to put the
AK Biswal Committee recom-
mendations into practice in the
State,” Gandhi wrote.

Terming the elephants of
Odisha as ‘the pride of India’,
she wrote, “We owe a debt to
our future generations for their
welfare and safety.”
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The Odisha Chashi Suraksha
Abhiyan, Ganjam district

branch has threatened to take
to the street if the proposed
Ghatakeshwar multipurpose
irrigation project is not con-
structed soon.

“Chief Minister Naveen
Patanik had laid foundation
stone for the  Ghatakeshwar
multipurpose irrigation project
in 2016. The project, when
completed, will irrigate 500
hectares of land and supply
drinking water to 75,000 peo-
ple in the Adibasi-dominated
Kukudakhandi block. But the
Odisha Construction
Corporation has not begun its
construction work yet,” lament-
ed Abhiyan leaders at a meet-
ing held here on Tuesday.

Abhiyan convenor Rabi
Rath presided over the meet-
ing. Among others, Rushikulya
Rayat Mahashabha president
Trinath Bishwal and secretary
Seemanchal Nahak,
Langaleswar Krushak Sabha
president Brundaban Behera,
Kailash Chandra Singh, block
convenor Sharat Chandra
Dash, Manash Ranjan Tripathy
and Basant Kumar Adhikari
were present.

They informed that the
tender for the project was
called for �111.28 lakh on
September 6, 2017, but the ten-
der process has not been com-
pleted yet. Though it is learnt
that the OCC was given Rs 43
crore for taking up rehabilita-
tion and resettlement works, no
such work has been done, they
lamented.

If the State Government
doesn’t expedite the process for
construction of the project,
thousands of famers would
stage an agitation at the Chief
Engineers’ office here, Rath
said.  
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Some local youths played
role of a Good Samaritan by

lending financial help to a
poverty stricken tribal woman,
who was begging to perform
last rites of her husband who
died on Monday night.

Hapless Minati Munda of
Chapada village under
Pattamundai police limits was
begging to perform the last
rites of her deceased husband in
front of the Pattamundai CHC
where her husband Jagarai died,
when she was noticed by the
members of DJ Seva Samiti of

Pattamundai. The members led
by Pratap Padhi rushed to the
hospital and collected money
from their members for lending
a support to the poor widow.

“We collected �2,100 and
provided the money to Minati

while she was helplessly beg-
ging. Later, we arranged 
firewood for the funeral besides
a hearse carrying vehicle for
ferrying the body to
Chahapada village cremation
ground,” said Padhi.

%& "$"
'��("!
)��"�
(�*�
+��
,#((-&�
+#���"!


�'-.*�	'+$�
'�.$%�%$*	-$

������:������

Kerala requests the GST
Council to allow the State

to levy ten percent cess on State
GST to mobilize additional
resources for rehabilitation and
reconstruction of the State dev-
astated by the flood.

Article 279A of the

Constitution authorises the
GST Council to recommend
for a special rate for a specified
period to raise additional
resources during any calamity
or disaster.

The GST Council in its
30th meeting held on
September 28 discussed
Kerala’s proposal. Most of the
States and the Centre have
reservations on the additional
levy on State GST. The Council
constituted a Group of
Ministers (GoP) to examine the
issue and submit its report to
the Council to take a decision
in the matter.

If Kerala or any State is
allowed to levy additional cess,
supply to the State and supply
from the State to other States
cannot be taxed. This will vio-
late the basic principle of des-

tination based consumption
type GST.

Second, there will be price
variation of the goods between
Kerala and the neighbouring
States resulting in flight of
business to the other States.
The people of Kerala will tend
to purchase from the neigh-
bouring State since the goods
will be cheaper there.

Third, GST Network
(GSTN) has to be modified for
the State. The GSTN has to
make provision for not only
collection of additional levy but
also for penalty in case of non-
payment, assessment or recov-
ery. The system will be com-
plicated.

It is also not proper to tax
the people who have already
suffered the calamity. Odisha is
a natural calamities-prone

State. The State has suffered
Super Cyclone in 1999, Phailin
in 2013, Hud Hud in 2014 and
recently Titli. Under Odisha
VAT Act, the State has the dis-
cretion to levy additional tax to
meet the exigency. But the
State has never resorted to tax
the people by way of raising
VAT rate, though it could have
done so. Rather, the State has
exempted tax on construction
materials used in rehabilitation
and restoration activities.

With implementation of
GST, the States have surren-
dered their fiscal autonomy to
the GST Council with regard to
taxing goods. A State can nei-
ther increase nor decrease the
tax rate of goods without prior
approval of the GST Council.
This matter was discussed in the
Empowered Committee of State

Finance Ministers at the time of
drafting of Constitutional
Amendment for introduction of
GST. Many States want they
should be given a leverage to
increase the rate of goods if
required to meet the exigencies
arisen out of a natural calami-
ty. It was then decided that a
State can increase the tax rate
within a band with approval of
the GST Council. Later, the
Constitution was amended and
Article 279A was inserted with
the provision that the GST
Council can recommend on
“any special rate or rates for a
specified period to raise addi-
tional resources during any nat-
ural calamity or disaster.”

A plain reading of the pro-
vision indicates that the GST
Council cannot recommend
permanently and for future

calamities for a levy to raise
additional resources as it has to
be for a specified period and
during a calamity or disaster. A
State may suffer calamities
more than one in a year like
cyclone, flood or drought. 

The GST Council cannot
recommend one levy for each
calamity. That will be cumber-
some and impracticable.  

In the event of natural
calamity or disaster, the State
Government meet the exigency
from State Disaster Response
Fund (SDRF). The sharing pat-
tern of the corpus fund
between the Centre and the
State is in the ratio of 90:10.
Besides, the Centre also sup-
ports a State inflicted with a
calamity from National
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF).

The Centre levies National
Calamity Contingent Duty
(NCCD) on Excise and
Customs Duty to finance
NDRF. After introduction of
GST, except six goods such as
petrol, diesel, etc, all goods have
been subsumed in GST. So,
funding of the NDRF has been
reduced. But the release of the
fund from NDRF or SDRF is
for immediate relief and
restoration.

NDRF or the SDRF does
not support the State for long
term rehabilitation or restora-
tion. It does not finance for
constructing a concrete bridge
if washed away by flood or
building a cyclone shelter home
for the cyclone prone people in
the coastal area. The State
Government does it by bud-
getary means.

There is a need for a 
corpus fund to meet the exi-
gencies of natural calamity for
long term rehabilitation and
restoration. 

The GoM constituted by
the GST Council for the pur-
pose is examining the matter.
The GST Council may levy one
per cent additional tax on
goods and services, which can
be shared on fifty-fifty basis by
the Centre and a State towards
meeting the expenses in the
event of a disaster.

The State can spend from
its fund and the Centre also can
support any State affected by a
calamity from its fund.

(The writer is Additional
Commissioner, GST, Odisha.
The views expressed are his
own)
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Agroup of miscreants
attacked Excise

Department personnel in
Rupsa  of Baleswar district on
Wednesday and freed two per-
sons who had been arrested by
the excise cops.

According to reports, a
seven-member team of the
Excise Department raided sev-
eral places in the Mirigimundi
and Barahapur areas and seized
huge amounts of country
liquor. The team also arrested
two persons in this connection.

While returning with the
arrested duo, the cops were
attacked by 10 to12 persons at

Kasipada. The attackers 
assaulted the policemen with
lathis and ransacked the latter’s
vehicle.

The assailants then freed
the arrested persons and fled
the spot with the seized liquor.
As many as three constables,
including a woman, sustained
injuries in the attack.
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With the onset of winter,
picnic parties have bee-

lined to different spots, includ-
ing the Hirakud dam.

And, Zero point here is
another place of attraction and
importance for picnickers. But
most of the people are coming
with huge quantity of poly-
thene and leaving it here much
to the discomfort of the com-
mon people as well as the
administration since polythene
has been banned in the district.

And to make people aware,
the local administration in col-
laboration with the NSS wing of

Sambalpur University, Samb-
alpur Municipal Corporation
(SMC), Hindalco Hirakud, gath-
ered at Zero point to make the
people aware and also cleaned
the area to set an example.

MLA of Sambalpur Dr
Raseswari Panigrahi, Collector
Samarth Verma, Hindalco CSR
head Satyanarayan, VC of
Sambalpur University Dr
Deepak Behera, Director of
VSSIMSAR Prof Aswini
Pujahari, DFO of Sambalpur
Territorial Division Dr Sanjeet
Kumar and many other digni-
taries of the district remained

present on the occasion and
also took an active part in
cleaning and awareness drive.

“Such programme is sure
to sensitize people and will dis-
courage them to use poly-
thene,” said Collector Verma.
Since, more people come for
picnic on Saturday and Sunday,
the students of Sambalpur
University under the NSS wing
will visit Zero point and all
other picnic spots adjacent to
dam in both Burla and Hirakud
sides to sensitize people, the
organisers informed.

The administration is also
making arrangements for plas-
tic exchange, they added.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik said his Govern-

ment is committed to provide
electricity connection to all
households by December this
year. The CM said while inau-
gurating the 65th Forum of
Regulators’ conference organ-
ised by the Odisha Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(OERC) on Tuesday.

He said Odisha pioneered
the power sector reforms in the
country and was the first State
to unbundle the State

Electricity Board and constitute
the first Electricity Regulatory
Commission in the country.

“Odisha is a power surplus
state. We have achieved 100 per
cent village electrification and
will provide electricity con-
nection to all households by
December 2018,” the CM said.

He said the State has also
taken several steps to make the
power system disaster resilient.
“Electricity is in the concurrent
list and the views of the State
Governments should be given
importance,” said Patnaik.

He also said some of the
proposed amendments in the
Electricity Act 2003 are not in
conformity with the federal
structure of our country.
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The two-day Ganjam District
Youth Festival, 2018 organ-

ised by the Sports and Youth
Services Department and held
at the Brahmapur Stadium con-
cluded recently.

On the first day, Brahmapur
MP Siddhanta Mahapatra,
Brahmapur MLA Dr Ramesh
Chandra Chayu Patnaik,
Ganjam Athletic Association
working president Dr NC
Padhy, Ganjam Collector Vijay
Amruta Kulange, ZP Chairman
Subash Behera and Brahmapur

Develeopment Authority (BDA)
Chairman Subash Moharana
attended as guests.

On the occasion, dancer
Radhashyam Tarai, singer
Ramesh Patro and 
Odissi Sangeet Parishad mem-
ber Nupur were felicitated for
their contributions by the
guests.

On the concluding day, for-
mer Union Minister Chandra
Sekhar Sahu, BJD leader Bikram
Panda, senior lawyer Prafulla
Jagannath Padhy, former SBI
officer Prafulla Patnaik, Kedar
Chaudhury, District Sports

Officer Prasant Kumar Sahu,
DEO Sanatan Panda and
District Culture Officer Sukru
Swain attended as guests.        

The guests felicitated the
winners of 15 different compe-
titions like folk music, folk
dance, flute playing, Hindustani
Vocal, tabla, Karnataki Vocal,
harmonium, guitar,
Bharatanatyam, Mrudanga, solo
play and others.

Sachindranath Majhi, Kajol
Sahu, Satish Prasad 
Nayak, Ajit Kumar Pandit and
Kailash Behera coordinated the
programme.
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Anumber of activities were
conducted on the second

day of the children festival
held at the DAV School here on
Wednesday.

Language, science, social
science and math exhibition
were part of the activities.
English debate for students of
Classes V and VI, instant
debates for students of Classes
VII and VIII, pot decoration
contest for Classes IX and X,
theme show for LKG 
students, ad show for Classes
III and IV, internal quiz contest
for Classes I and II and final
dance competition for Classes
IV, VII and VIII students were
conducted. 

Presentation of Punjabi,
Bengali, Rajasthani, Gumar,
Rasarkeli and Marathi
enthralled the audience. Blood
donation and eye checkup
camps were also held. A total
of 22 units of blood were col-
lected.  Jharsuguda Civil Court
Judge  Anjali Machhkhande
and senior lawyer Tapas Kumar
Ray Choudhury graced the
evening session. The event
concluded with a vote of thanks
proposed by Principal Prasant
Kumar Panda.
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The second edition of the
Make In Odisha currently

being held at Bhubaneswar
has brought a fresh leash of
hope with the top business
houses in the country promis-
ing again an investment
prospect that runs into crores.

While Odisha is all set to
scale new heights, there is
something not right about
making in Odisha at
Jharsuguda. The State’s ambi-
tion might get dampened by
one single differentiating factor
that is hurting the industrial
aspirations in Jharsuguda and
that is coal security.

The State has lots to
promise in terms of a stable
governance and its pro-busi-
ness stance, ease of access to
global markets, rich and abun-
dant deposits of many crucial
minerals like chromite, baux-

ite, iron ore and coal, and
availability of skilled human
capital. But is that the golden
truth or is there something
more underneath the simmer-
ing façade presented to
investors globally?

A closer look at the indus-
trial corridors of Odisha, espe-
cially the industrial belt of
western Odisha which houses
some of the biggest names in
manufacturing sector like
Vedanta and Hindalco tells a
different story. A careful obser-
vation of their state of affairs
will make it evident that all is
not fine in the biz houses espe-
cially when it comes to coal
security for the industries.

Coal, a crucial raw mater-
ial in the production of alu-
minium, has been a matter of
concern for the major compa-
nies like Vedanta and many
other home grown industries
despite proximity to abundant
reserves of coal. Despite CIL’s
repeated claims that it produces
enough coal, MCL (a sub-
sidiary of CIL) has been a reg-
ular defaulter in meeting its
production targets year after

year severely stressing the coal
demand-supply equation in
Odisha.

Many of MCL mines are
frequently rendered non-oper-
ational due to non/delayed
availability of environment and
forest clearance, delay in land
acquisition, law and order
issues, and unavailability of
coal patch to mine from. Add
in the Government’s mandate
for preferential allotment of
coal rakes to PSUs, the private
companies and CPPs are ren-
dered helpless as their share of
CIL’s coal dropped even further.

Forced to turn to imports
of coal and power, Vedanta
spent hundreds of crores (esti-
mated) in October imports
alone. That is a staggering
amount of money being lost
outside the State whether as
forex or avoidable cost. With
new industries being planned
along the western belt of
Odisha and bigger industries
intending to ramp up their pro-
duction and set up down-
stream parks, shortage of cru-
cial raw materials like coal
will be a serious dampener on

the State Government’s aspira-
tions through the Make In
Odisha. After all, these com-
panies were ‘making in Odisha’,
providing employment oppor-
tunities to thousands and con-
tributing to the development of
their locals through CSR and
community investments, even
before such a campaign was
conceptualised.

Although the woes of
major industries are not limit-
ed to coal unavailability alone,
it is definitely an incredulous
irony in the face of MIO, con-
sidering Odisha has more than
one fifth of India’s coal reserves.
J h ar s u g u d a - S amb a lpu r-
Rourkela was once a thriving
industrial belt with numerous
small, medium and big com-
panies flourishing here. But
now it is gradually becoming a
story of the past. These indus-
tries in fact contributed to the
development of regions like
Jharsuguda, making them one
of the biggest contributors to
the State’s economic develop-
ment. Over the years, howev-
er, many companies have
pulled shutters and many oth-

ers have been discouraged to
invest here. How then are
industries expected to herald
socio-economic development
of Odisha?

Unless things change soon,
business houses will think twice
before investing in Odisha,
despite the State Government’s
constant reassurances of a
healthy and industry-friendly
ecosystem. No guesses as to
what that sounds for the vision
called ‘Make In Odisha’.

The Odisha Government,
if it intends to strengthen the
industrial ecosystem, must
stand up to these stark 
realities facing the industrial
fraternity today and work out
the means to ensure sustain-
ability of these coal 
starved industries. It is not only
desirable, rather a must-do to
take up the plight of these
industries with the Central
Government especially with
the Ministries of Coal and
Power and evoke the much
needed respite for the local
industries, or else it will result
in an industrial catastrophe
beyond repair.
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On the occasion of the
National Pharmacy Week

and the World Diabetes Day,
celebrated globally on
November 14, the Diabetes
and Endocare Clinic led by Dr
Sunil Kumar Kota, in associa-
tion with the Roland Institute
of Pharmaceutical Sciences
organised an awareness rally
here.

Around 200 participants
registered for the event, where
local MLA and Chairman,
Ganjam District Planning
Committee Dr Ramesh Ch
Chyaupatnaik was the chief
guest with Ganjam Collector
Vijay Amruta Kulange, SP
Pinak Mishra, Chairman,BDA
Subash Maharana and Sub col-
lector Diganta Routray as
guests of honour.

Dr Chyaupatnaik high-
lighted the importance of reg-
ular exercise and proper
lifestyle in maintaining a

healthy life both in diabetics
and non diabetics. Dr B V V
Ravi Kumar, Principal, Roland
Institute of Pharmaceutical
Sciences stressed upon the
theme of this year’s National
Pharmacy week ‘Know you
medicines, Ask your pharma-
cist’ and called upon budding
pharmacists and the people at
large to always be vigilant on
self medication and unneces-
sary therapy.

Addressing the gathering,
Dr Kota underscored the
theme of the event “Diabetes &
Family”. Family support and
cooperation is absolutely nec-
essary to tide over diabetes and
its complications. 

It can be in from of moral
support, encouragement, active
participation in healthy lifestyle
and regular exercise programs,
he told.

An awareness video on
diabetes by Dr Kota was pre-
sented to the guests and par-
ticipants.
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Governor Prof Ganeshi Lal
visited the Central

University of Orissa, Sunabeda
campus on Wednesday, where
he was given warm welcome by
VC Prof Sachidananda Mohanty
and other staff members.

The Governor was briefed
about the achievements and
developments of the universi-
ty such as historic NAAC
accreditation, MoU with HAL,

Sunabeda and COATS,
Koraput, etc.

On the occasion, MP
Jhinna Hikka, Pottangi MLA
Prafulla Pangi, Principle
Secretary Madhu Sudan Padhi,
Collector K Sudarsan
Chakravarthy and senior offi-
cials of the district adminis-
tration and university were
present. Lal visited 
the Central Library of the uni-
versity and interacted with the
students.
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The Central University of
Orissa (CUO), Koraput,

held the National Education
Day to commemorate the birth
anniversary of independent
India’s first Education Minister,
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, on
November 11.

On the occasion, a special
lecture on “Importance of
Education and the Nation’s
Commitment to all aspects of
Education’ was delivered by the
chief guest Prof Gowramma IP,
Professor of Education,
Regional Institute of Education,
NCERT, Bhubaneswar.

CUO VC Prof
Sachidananda Mohanty con-
veyed his best wishes on the
occasion of National Education
Day. He mentioned about the
importance of education and
the nation’s commitment to all
aspects of education. He con-

gratulated the university com-
munity, especially the
Education Department, for
organising a successful pro-
gramme. Dr Ramendra Parhi,
Head, Department of
Education delivered the wel-
come address.

Suman Mandal, Debraj
Pradhan, Laxmi Priya and
Amit Mishal, students from the
Department of Education, also
spoke. PRO of the university
Dr Phagunath Bhoi, research
scholars, students and staff
members were present.
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The Begunia police
of Khordha dis-

trict have arrested
three persons of
Puincha village in
Banki of Cuttack dis-
trict in connection
with the loot of over
�60 lakh from two employees
of a private cash management
company near Gediapalli here
on November 8.

Acting on a tipoff, the cops
raided houses of Papu Martha,
Sudhir Mohanty and Sunil
Mohanty at Puincha village
and seized stolen cash from
their possession.

Under the supervision of
the Khordha SP, a joint team
including SDPO and Khordha
Town police station IIC con-
ducted the joint raid.

However, police did not
divulge the details on amount
of money seized from the
arrestees’ possession.

On November 8, six mis-
creants came on three bikes
and looted �61.47 lakh from
two staffs of Radiant Cash
Management Service Private
Limited at gunpoint near
Gediapalli while they were
going to a bank in a car to
deposit the money.

Further investigation into
the incident is on, police said.
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The State Government on
Wednesday accepted the

voluntary retirement from ser-
vice (VRS) proposal of 1994-
batch Odisha-Cadre IAS
Officer Aparajita Sarangi by
sending her cadre clearance to
the Centre.

“Aparajita Sarangi is free
from Vigilance angle and no
departmental proceedings are
pending or contemplated
against her. Therefore, you are
requested to consider the rep-
resentation of Sarangi and fur-
nish necessary orders regarding
acceptance of her VRS to the
GA Department,” the men-
tioned the cadre clearance let-
ter sent to the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pension.

Now, the Union
Government will formally
accept her VRS plea.

On September 15, 2018,
Sarangi had written to the
Chief Secretary seeking
Government approval to her
VRS proposal in three months’
time. She had mentioned that
December 14, 2018 would be
her last working day.
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Locals detained a Tehsildar
and a Revenue Inspector

(RI), who had gone to make an
assessment of crops damaged
by Chakada pest at Beheramal
village in Dunguripali block of
Subarnapur district on
Wednesday.

According to sources,
Tehsildar of S Rampur, Panc-
hanan Patra, and the RI of Be-
heramal had gone to the village
to make an assessment of paddy
crops damaged by Chakada
pest. The villagers detained the
duo demanding immediate
release of compensation by the
administration, sources said.

Reportedly, Subarnapur
Collector, Madhusudan Mishra
had earlier visited the village for
the assessment of the damaged
crops and assured farmers of
adequate compensation as soon
as possible after holding dis-
cussions with them.
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The Vigilance police on
Wednesday caught 

Ganjam district’s Bhanjanagar
Block Education Office 
Head Clerk Priyadarshi 
Dash red-handed for 
demanding and accepting bribe
of �10,000.

He was caught taking 
bribe in his office from com-
plainant Sudhansu Kumar
Mohapatra, Bhanjanagar block
Baragaon Primary School
Shiksha Sahayak, to prepare the
arrear bills of 65 Sikhya
Sahayaks including the com-
plainant towards regularisa-
tion of their services in July
2018.

Dash rented residential
house at Brahmapur Town 
was searched. Later he 
was arrested and forwarded 
to court.
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With just a day to go, the
Xavier Institute of

Management, Bhubaneswar
(XIMB) has geared up to host
one of the biggest management
cultural fest ‘Xpressions 2018’
from November 16 to 18 with
a variety of classical and con-
temporary cultural events.

On the opening day of the
fest would covers XIMB-MUN,
Vriddhi, AD Valorem, Fincaso,
X-Fin, Nirnay and MAXIM
Mela. It would also cover
Sportscom Fantasy League,
along with cultural event
Aaghaz and Carnival De
Vogue, the fashion show.

While on day two, the
management is prepared to
host the remaining rounds of
XIMB-MUN, AD VALOREM,
Vriddhi, and MAXIM Mela
along with the Trade Wars,
Maven, Case Connect, Vakritva
and Aarohan.

Also filled with 
informal events like Flight of
Fancy and Virasat, a 
classical competition would be
held by SPIC MACAY, XIMB
Chapter.

Enjoying two days, the
concluding day is set to host the
final rounds of AD VALOREM,
Zorb it Out, MAXIM Mela,
and Jack of All Trades, MPower

and Inquizzitive along with
informal events like Lensation,
an inter-college photography
competition and Pratibimb.

Finally, the three days of
extravaganza would conclude
with Celeblitz, the celebrity
night of Xpressions, which
awaits to host Sunidhi
Chauhan for the live perfor-
mance on the night.
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Aseries of activities was con-
ducted on both the cam-

puses of DAV Public School,
Chandrasekharpur to celebrate
the birth anniversary of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Children's Day on Wednesday.

Principal Dr KC Satapathy
offered floral tributes to Pandit
Nehru and highlighted his love
and concern for children. The
students participated in song

and dance competition, enti-
tled, Credence.

The Eco Club of the school
distributed saplings to all the
children to add further essence
to the occasion. Eminent writer
and educationist Dr Purna
Chandra Das joined as the
chief guest and handed over
prizes to the meritorious stu-
dents on Campus-II. 
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On the Children’s Day, the
students of Pokhariput

DAV Public School did some-
thing extraordinary as they
took part in their annual exhi-
bition with a central theme
``Make In India’’. This could be
an apt coincidence to the Make
In Odisha (MIO) Conclave in
the city, which is opening up
floodgates of opportunities for
investors across the State. Titled
“Cognitive Cognizance: A Sci-
Linguistic Confluence -2018’’
the annual exhibition has two
main aspects i.e. Language and
Science. 
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Bhubaneswar: The DAV
Public School, Kalinga Nagar
here celebrated Children’s Day
with a range of fun-filled activ-
ities here on Wednesday.

Paying floral tribute to first
Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru on his birth
anniversary, Principal Bipin
Kumar Sahoo highlighted on
the importance of the day and
urged the students to prepare
themselves as per the need of
the hour and stand up to the
expectations that Pandit Nehru
dreamt about the nation.

A cultural programme was
also organised in which the
teachers staged many humor-
ous programmes in order to
entertain as well as sensitise the
students about different issues
confronting the society. PNS
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B H U BA N E S WA R :
Young Indians
Bhubaneswar Chapter
and Bhubaneswar
Knights Round Table
230 celebrated the
Children’s Day with
more than 900 children
and parents at the
Vivekananda Shiksha Kendra,
Chandrasekharpur. To protect
children against child sexual
abuse, Young Indians runs a

national initiative “Masoom”
and conducts several activities
to bring about the desired
changes in country. PNS
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Continuing their crackdown
against illegal use of poly-

thene and plastics for packag-
ing, special squads of
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) and
Bhubaneswar Development
Authority (BDA) on
Wednesday seized five kg of
polythene and imposed a fine
of Rs 2,000 on the Apollo
Pharmacy outlet at Damana
Square here.

The action against the ille-
gal use of polythene, plastic was
carried out under the leader-
ship of BMC North Zone
Deputy Commissioner Pramod
Kumar Prusty. `
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As the political fever rises
with the Assembly polls for

five States underway and the
Congress vowing to "imple-
ment ban" on Government
employees from participating
in the activities of Rashtriya
Swayemsevak Sangh (RSS), the
RSS affiliate Bhartiya Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS) has written to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to remove the ban provision
from the Government service
rules. 

The ban on Government
officials taking RSS member-
ship and joining its activities
was there but some States like
Gujarat, Goa, Madhya Pradesh
have them in service rules."
After Keshubahi Patel
Government took over in
Gujarat in 2000, the provision
was removed from the Service
rules  but in Madhya Pradesh
it is continuing", said RSS func-
tionaries.

Congress manifesto for
the November 28 Madhya

Pradesh polls in the State
promises to ban 'Shakhas' of
the RSS in Government
premises and stop
Government employees from
attending RSS 'Shakhas' .
Congress General Secretary
Digvijay Singh has said that
the rule existed even under the
Jan Sangh and BJP
Governments  in the State in
the past, including the regimes
of V K Sklecha, Kailash Joshi,
Sunderlal Patwa, Uma Bharti
and Babulal Guar and that the
Congress was "only pledging
to continue it."

RSS leaders maintain that
it was already in the service rule
but it was never implemented
in letter and spirit. "Congress is
for the first time promising to
implement if it comes to power

in Madhya Pradesh", they said.
They remind that even during
Jawahar Lal Nehru's time, sev-
eral Congress members in the
party's Central Working
Committee were also members
of the RSS.

The BMS has sought Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
have the service rule removed
so as to lift the ban on the
Central Government employees
from working with the RSS.

The RSS outfit has
appealed to the Prime Minister
to intervene in the matter per-
sonally and direct the con-
cerned Ministry to issue nec-
essary amendments permit-
ting the Government employ-
ees to participate in nation-
building activities.

The Secretary-General of

Government Employees
National Confederation, affil-
iated to the BMS, in a letter to
the Prime Minister on October
20, pointed out that in accor-
dance with provisions of DP &
AR OM No. 15014/3/(S)/80-
Estt. (B), dated 28.10.1980,
there is a ban on participating
in the activities of RSS by the
Central Government
Employees.

"Through an order dated
November 30, 1966, (by the
Ministry of Home Affairs), the
then Congress Government
has imposed the ban on
swayamsevaks, who work in
various departments under the
Union Government.
Unfortunately, the order has
been evoked time and again by
the successive Governments",
the letter said. 

Pointing out that any per-
son going against the rule
invites "imprisonment for a
term which may extend to
seven years or fine or with
both", the BMS  maintained
that many Government
employees interested in the
RSS activities hold back on
account of the fear of discipli-
nary action and "are not able to
lend their hand in a genuine
cause of Nation Building."
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on

Wednesday filed a chargesheet
against banned terror group
Dukhtaran-E-Millat's chief
Aasiya Andrabi and her asso-
ciates, Sofi Fehmeeda and
Naheeda Nasreen, before a
designated court here for
allegedly waging war against
the country. 

Andrabi and her associates
Sofi Fehmeeda and Naheeda
Nasreen were actively run-
ning a terrorist organisation
Dukhtaran-E-Millat which is
proscribed under the First
Schedule to the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967. DEM as a terrorist
organisation is engaged in
Anti-India activities and has
been inciting the general pop-
ulace of Kashmir for an armed
rebellion against the
Government of India with aid
and assistance of terrorist
organisations based in
Pakistan, the NIA said. 

"The three accused per-
sons were using various media
platforms like Twitter,
Facebook, YouTube, TV
Channels including those in
Pakistan to spread insurrec-

tionary imputations and hate-
ful messages and speeches
against India. DEM through
Aasiya Andrabi and others,
openly advocates secession of
Jammu & Kashmir from the
Union of India and its merger
with Pakistan through violent
means," the NIA said in a
statement.

A case was registered by
the NIA on April 27 this year
under various Indian Penal
Code Sections relating to crim-
inal conspiracy, waging war
against the nation and under
provisions of the anti-terror law
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967. 

The trio was arrested by
NIA on July 6 in connection
with the case and is since
lodged in the Tihar Jail here. 

"Investigation has estab-
lished that Aasiya Andrabi is
heading Dukhtaran-E-Millat
as its Chief and has used social
media and other platforms to
abet waging of war against
Government of India. She is
spreading seditious and insur-
rectionary imputations against
Government of India. She is
promoting ill-will and enmity
between different communities
in India on ground of religion.
Investigation has also estab-

lished that she has close con-
tacts with designated Global
Terrorist Hafeez Mohammad
Saeed who is head of Jamaat-
Ud-Dawah (JuD) and Lashkar-
E-Toiba (LeT), internationally
designated terrorist organisa-
tions that are based in
Pakistan," the NIA further
said.

Andrabi has used public
platforms to incite youth of
Kashmir to rise in armed insur-
rection against the
Government of India with an
object of achieving cessation of
Kashmir from India and its
merger with Pakistan, the
agency said in its chargesheet.

The agency said investi-
gation has also established that
Sofi Fehmeeda, as Personal
Secretary to Chief of DEM and
also Press Secretary of
Dukhtaran-E-Millat, and
Naheeda Nasreen as its General
Secretary have been instru-
mental in the use of social
media and other platforms for
abetment of waging war against
the Indian Government besides
spreading seditious and insur-
rectionary imputations against
it, and are promoting ill-will
and enmity between different
communities in India on
grounds of religion.
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Twitter has suspended two
fake accounts being run in

the name of the Election
Commission (EC). The account
used the EC logo as well as the
Twitter handle
@ElectionComm. Another
account used @DalitFederation
as its handle. The two accounts
have been suspended after the
EC  asked Twitter to take "deci-
sive action.    

The Election Commission's
spokesperson confirmed that
the Commission does not have
its own verified Twitter handle.
The fake accounts had a huge
following with one of them
having 4,751 followers. The EC
feared that they could mislead
public ahead of Assembly polls
in five States and coming up Lok
Sabha elections next year. "The
EC does not have any presence
on Twitter, though it does oper-
ate a Facebook handle," said an
official of EC on the condition
of anonymity. 

The media division of the
EC asked Twitter to take decisive
action against them. Although
there were no tweets from these
accounts, they had a large fol-
lowing. The Commission has
avoided opening an account on
Twitter as it does not have the
manpower, a dedicated team of
professionals or media budget to
handle requests and grievances
that are likely to flood it once it
registers its presence on Twitter,"
an official said. However, EC has
authorised the State chief elec-
toral officers to create a Twitter
account of their own.

EC  had earlier held talks
with Twitter and other social
media companies like Google
and Facebook to help it track
fake news and monitor poll
expenditure on social media
advertising and publicity.
Google, Facebook and Twitter
on Monday promised to do
more to fight news in India,
while refusing to provide any
definite timeline for bringing
tougher actions that could elim-
inate the menace of fake news
from their platform.
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Soon database of country's
almost all health establish-

ments including clinics, nursing
homes, hospitals and diagnos-
tic labs whether in private or
Government sector will be
available online with interactive
maps.

Aiming to improve health
outcomes and create health
database, the Union Health
Ministry has rolled out the
National Health Resource

Repository (NHRR) wherein
massive exercise to map all
public and private healthcare
establishments at the district
level is being undertaken in the
country. This is the first ever
healthcare establishment cen-
sus, using paperless technolo-
gy.

A senior Health Ministry
official said that a web-based
and geo-mapping enabled sin-
gle platform of all the health
resources both Government
and private is being developed.

It will comprise of the data on
health infrastructure, human
resource and the availability and
type  of medical facilities.

The importance of health
mapping lies in the production
of interactive and published
maps that would link the geog-
raphy of communities with
other dimensions such as avail-
ability and accessibility of health
services, or disease prevention
and control services particularly
in rural areas, added an official
from the WHO.
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Liberalised Visa regime
implemented for the past

two years witnessed sharp
increase of visit of foreigners to
India. As per the statistics in
2017 and 2018, more than 35
lakh foreigners visited India,
including tourists, business
purposes. Before launching of
e-Visa and instant visa, in
2015, as per the statistics,
around 4.5 lakh foreigners vis-
ited India. As many as 26 air-
ports and five sea ports, the
Bureau of Immigration (BoI)

has implemented e-Visa sys-
tem.

"The Electronic Visa Facility
now covers practically all the
countries of the world. Foreign
nationals of 166 countries can
now enjoy this facility at 26 air-
ports and 05 seaports. The for-
eigner does not have to interact
with any Indian official till his
arrival at the immigration
counter. The Bureau of
Immigration (BoI) generally
decides within 24-48 hours
whether or not to grant an e-visa
to a foreigner. The popularity of
e-visa is sky rocketing. The

number of foreigners who visit-
ed India on e-visa has gone up
from 4.47 lakhs in 2015 to 17.00
lakhs in 2017. The figure for 2018
is 18.78 lakhs upto 30th October,
2018," said Home Ministry in a
statement on Wednesday, detail-
ing the sharp increase of visitors.

Currently e-Visa is per-
mitted in five categories like
tourist, business, medical, con-
ference and medical attendant.
"The local FRRO has been
empowered now to extend
duration of electronic visas
beyond 60 days upto 90 days. 

Moreover, these e-visas can

now be availed three times in
one year against twice in a year
earlier. For foreigners who are
already in India and who require
any consular/visa services like
extension of visa, conversion of
visa, exit permission or any of
the total 27 visa-related services,
an online e-FRRO facility has
now been launched throughout
the country. The foreigners do
not have to physically visit the
offices of FRROs/FROs. They
can apply as well as receive con-
sular/visa services online after
making online payment," said
Home Ministry.
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In a move to encourage coop-
erative start ups and business

ventures in agriculture and
allied sectors, the Ministry of
Agriculture on Wednesday
launched a new scheme that
aims to provide cheaper loans
to startups in the cooperative
sector and those having inno-
vative projects costing up to �3
crore.  

The  scheme is called 'Yuva
Sahakar Cooperative
Enterprise Support and
Innovation Scheme' will be
implemented by the National
Cooperative Development

Corporation (NCDC). A cor-
pus fund of �1,000 crore has
been created to this purpose.
The scheme would be liberal to
cooperatives in the north east-
ern region, those registered
and operating in 'aspirational
districts' identified by think-
tank Niti Aayog as well as
cooperatives which have 100
per cent women and SC/ST
members. The heavily incen-
tivised scheme has component
of subsidy as well as interest
subvention and cooperative
registered even one years ago
will be eligible.

Launching the scheme,
Union Agriculture Minister

Radha Mohan Singh said that
the new scheme aims to
encourage newly formed coop-
eratives to take advantage of
innovative ventures, especially
by societies having new and
innovative ideas. "Cooperatives
operating for at least for one
year and having a positive net
worth are eligible to avail cred-
it under the scheme for new
and innovative project ideas",
Singh said.

The project cost should not
exceed �3 crore and there will
be two years moratorium on
payment of principal amount,
he said, adding that the period
of moratorium may vary

depending on type of project
and ability to generate revenue.
NCDC lending so far has been
to cooperatives working in
fishery, sugar, textiles, food-
grains, crops, fruits, vegetables,
cold storage, water conserva-
tion, dairy, poultry, handlooms,
coir and seri culture so far.
There are eight lakh registered
societies in the country.

As an incentive, the
Minister said the credit will be
provided at two per cent less
than the applicable interest
rate on term loan for the pro-
ject activities. The interest rate
incentive would be applicable
only for timely repayers.
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Washington: President Donald
Trump on Tuesday said US'
relationship with India can act
as a "bulwark" for freedom,
prosperity and peace as he cel-
ebrated Diwali in the White
House along with eminent
Indian-Americans. 

It is the second consecutive
year that President Trump has
celebrated the largest festival of
India and Indian Americans in
the White House.

"I am thrilled to be here for
the celebration of Diwali, the
Hindu Festival of Lights, and I
am honored to host this beau-
tiful ceremony at the White
House. Very, very special peo-
ple," Trump said.

"I'm honoured to host this
beautiful ceremony at the
White House. Very, very special
people. We're gathered today to
celebrate a very special holiday
observed by Buddhist, Sikhs
and Jains throughout the
United States and around the
world," Trump said. 

"This ceremony signifies
the triumph of light over dark-
ness and good over evil. It is a
jubilant occasion that brings
loved ones, neighbours, and

communities closer together,"
Trump said before lighting the
ceremonial diya in the historic
Roosevelt Room of the White
House. 

He said the shining lights
remind people to "seek wis-
dom, to give thanks, and to
always cherish and love the
ones who grace our lives.

"Our nation is blessed to be
home to millions of hard-
working citizens of Indian and
South East Asian heritage to
enrich our country in countless
ways. Together we are one
proud American family. Do we
agree with that? I think so. I
think we do. Right? Better,
believe it," he said.

"India is the world's largest
democracy, and the relation-
ship between our two countries
can act as a bulwark for free-
dom, prosperity, and peace,"
Trump said, amidst China flex-
ing its military muscles in the
strategic Indo-Pacific region.

He said the United States
has deep ties with India and he
was grateful for his friendship
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

"Modi is my friend and
now her (Ivanka) friend and
has great respect for India and
the Indian people that I can
say," said the US President as he
introduced his daughter to the
audience, who was present in

the room.
"Absolutely," replied

Ivanka, who had visited India
last year. She was the first top
official of the Trump adminis-
tration to travel to India to
attend the Global
Entrepreneurship Summit in
Hyderabad in November last
year.

Trump also mentioned the
ongoing negotiations between
the US and India on a trade
deal but indicated that the
talks were moving though it
was tough.

"We're trying very hard to
make better trade deals with
India. But, they're very good
traders. They're very good
negotiators. You would say
right. The best. So we're work-
ing. And it's moving along," he
said. 

Along with nearly two
dozen top Indian-American
officials of his administration,
Trump invited the Indian
Ambassador to the US, Navtej
Singh Sarna, his wife Dr Avina
Sarna, and his special assistant
Pratik Mathur to be present
during the White House Diwali
celebrations. PTI
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Singapore: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
told US Vice President Mike
Pence that all the traces and all
the leads in the global terror
attacks ultimately leads to a
"single source and single place
of origin", in an apparent ref-
erence to Pakistan.

Modi, who held talks with
Pence on a wide range of bilat-
eral and global issues of mutu-
al interests on the sidelines of
the East Asia Summit here, also
expressed concern over the
participation of terrorists in the
elections in Pakistan.

Briefing the reporters after
the meeting, Foreign Secretary
Vijay Gokhale said there was
some discussion on the issue of
terrorism. Pence referred to the
upcoming 10th anniversary of
the deadly Mumbai terror
attack on November 26 and
hailed cooperation between

the two sides on counter ter-
rorism, Gokhale said.

Some 166 people were
killed in the attack carried out
by Pakistan-based 10 Lashkar-
e-Taiba terrorists. Nine of the
attackers were killed by police
while lone survivor Ajmal
Kasab was caught and hanged
after handed down death sen-
tence by an Indian court.

Modi thanked Pence for
his words and reminded him
that in one way or another all
the traces and all the leads in
the global terror attacks ulti-
mately leads to a "single source
and single place of origin",
without naming any country or
organisation.

He was apparently refer-
ring to Pakistan. 

A number of terrorist
attacks across the world have
been carried out by people of
Pakistani origin. On December

2, 2015, 14 people were killed
in a mass shooting by a
Pakistani origin married cou-
ple in San Bernardino,
California.

A Pakistani-origin man
was among three knife-wield-
ing militants responsible for
carrying out the brutal terror
attack in London that killed
seven people and injured 49 in
June 2017.

Prime Minister Modi also
expressed concern over the
Mumbai terror attack master-
mind Hafiz Saeed's party con-
testing the July 25 elections in
Pakistan.

"He (Modi) did point out
that the mainstreaming of peo-
ple involved in the Mumbai
attacks in a political process
which has taken place in the
recent elections in Pakistan
should be a matter of serious
concern not just to the two
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S i n g a p o r e :
There was a
light moment
during Prime
M i n i s t e r
Narendra Modi's meeting with
US Vice President Mike Pence
in Singapore on Wednesday
when he riffed on the meaning
of 'Indiana' — the American
leader's home state.

Through his translator,
Modi said that when he met
Pence in the US in 2017 he told
him that "Indiana" (INDIA-
Ana) in Hindi, meaning "To
come to India."

Modi then repeated his
invitation to Pence to visit
India. 

Pence laughed apprecia-
tively. "Thank you, Mr. Prime
Minister," Pence said. "I expect
I will 'Indiana'." The US vice
president is likely to visit India
in 2019. PTI
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Sriharikota (AP): India on
Wednesday successfully put
into orbit its latest communi-
cation satellite with its heaviest
rocket and the new space mis-
sion is expected to serve the
communication needs of peo-
ple in the remote areas of the
country.

The textbook launch of
the rocket GSLV-MkIII-D,
which is dubbed by the ISRO
as the 'Bahubali' or "fat boy" of
Indian rockets, is also seen as
crucial for the space agency as
it would be used for the ambi-
tious Chandrayaan-2(lunar
mission) and the country's
planned manned space mis-
sion. The 3,423 kg satellite
GSAT-29 is also the heaviest
Indian satellite to be put into
orbit.

Indian Space Research
Organisation(ISRO) chief K
Sivan said while the rocket's

first operational mission was
going to be "none other than
Chandrayaan" in January 2019,
"this fantastic vehicle is going
to carry humans to space in
three years from now."

ISRO has set a 'target' of
achieving the country's ambi-
tious manned mission to space
by 2021, with the first
unmanned programme of
'Gaganyaan' planned for
December 2020, according to

Sivan.
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi announced in his
Independence Day address this
year that India will attempt to
send an astronaut to space by
2022 on board 'Gaganyaan'.

The 27-hour-countdown
for the Wednesday launch
began at 2.50pm Tuesday and
the rocket blasted off at 5.08
pm from the spaceport at
Sriharikota over 100 km from
Chennai.

The satellite carries Ka and
Ku band high throughput
transponders which will pro-
vide communication services
to remote places in the North
East and Jammu and Kashmir,
besides aid the Centre's Digital
India programme, Sivan said.

ISRO scientists broke into
cheers as the satellite was inject-
ed into a geosynchronous orbit,
16 minutes after lift-off.
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The big four snakes —
Russell's Viper, Common

Cobra, Common Krait and Saw
Scaled Viper are responsible for
more than 90 per cent snake bite
deaths across India. But, sur-
prisingly, the Government has
no incident-related data that
could help it frame policies and
develop better snake anti-ven-
oms to save the victims.  

Taking initiative in this

direction to collate the data at the
ground level, The Big4 Mapper
app has been developed that
would register each incident of
bites by the big four snakes.  The
app which is a part of "Indian
Snake Bite Initiative," a joint pro-
ject by Madras Crocodile Bank
, Global Snakebite Initiative and
Indiansnakes.org  would help
conservationists and herpetolo-
gists to map out the distribution
of snakes and incidents of bites
reported in the country. 

By collating incidents at the
ground level, the app aims to
help researchers and policy-
makers get a clearer picture of
the situation and can potential-
ly save lives, said the brain
behind the app, Jose Louies
from the Wildlife Trust of India.

He elaborated, "The Big4
Mapper app helps conserva-
tionists and herpetologists map
out the distribution of snakes
and incidents of bites reported
in the country. The app can

potentially save lives, once it
reaches its critical mass and if
received well by the government
machinery."

Talking about its function-
ing, he said that the snake res-
cuers have to download the
app and take a photo of the
snake every time they go on a
rescue trip. When rescuers take
a photo of the snake in the place
they found it, the app automat-
ically logs in the GPS coordi-
nates, time and the date.
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New Delhi: The BJP on
Wednesday announced its sec-
ond list of 31 candidates for
the Rajasthan Assembly elec-
tion, dropping 15 sitting
MLAs, included three
Ministers.

The BJP has so far
announced the names of 162
candidates in the 200-member
Assembly.

Outgoing Ministers
Babulal Verma, Rajkumar
Rinwa and Dhan Singh Rawat
were denied party ticket this
election.

BJP MLA Gyandev Ahuja,
who hit the national headlines
at the height of the JNU con-
troversy in 2016 for his
remarks that thousands of
condoms were found on the
university campus daily, was
also dropped. PTI
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Security was beefed up all
along Jammu-Pathankot

National Highway, dotted with
vital Army installations, after
four suspected 'miscreants'
hijacked a passenger taxi, hired
from Jammu railway station,
near Madhopur in Punjab, late
Tuesday night.  

The incident came to light
in the wee hours of
Wednesday after driver of the
passenger Taxi, Raj Kumar,
raised an alarm soon after he
managed to escape after a
brief  scuff le with the 
miscreants. 

The miscreants had
threatened to kill him and
dump his dead body in the
nearby canal.

After the a larm was
raised,  Punjab and J&K
police, alerted  security check
points on possible escape
routes to track down 
the hijackers and prevent 
possible terror strike in the
close vicinity of Pathankot 

air base.
Jammu Railway Station

Taxi Operator's Union, Vice-
President, Rajvender Singh
told reporters in Jammu, "a

group of four people had
booked a Taxi from Jammu
railway station for dropping at
Pathankot late  Tuesday
evening".
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T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m :
Woman activist Trupti Desai
on Wednesday waded into
the Sabarimala issue when
she asked for complete police
protection during her visit to
the temple starting Friday.
But temple activist Rahul
Eashwar promised to fight
her tooth-and-nail to prevent
her entry.

Desai wrote to Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan to order police pro-
tection for her group when
they visit Sabarimala on
November 17 when the temple
will open for the two-month
long pilgrimage.

The temple town has wit-
nessed protests by Hindu
groups and temple tantri and
off icials  ever since the
Supreme Court verdict on
September 28, allowed women
of all ages to pray at Lord
Ayyappa temple that hitherto
banned girls and women aged
between 10 and 50. 

Desai wrote to Vijayan on
Wednesday that she along
with six other women would
be arriving in Kerala on
Friday for a visit at the tem-
ple on Saturday. She sought
police protection right from
the time she lands in Kerala
till they leave the State, saying
"we will visit the temple what-
ever be the resistance". 

While Eashwar said he
and his officials along with
Lord Ayyappa's true devotees
would ensure that none were
able to break the tradition of
the temple. 

"We will lie down before
the women who come to
break the temple's tradition."

The temple will open on
Friday evening for the
Mandala Mahotsavam and
she has asked to be escorted
right from the airport to their
rooms in Kottayam, where
they would rest for the day. 

The police must then pro-
vide protection when they
head for the hilltop temple on
Saturday.

Speaking to a Malayalam
TV channel, Desai said she
has written to the Chief
Minister, Kerala Police chief
Loknath Behra and also Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

"I have written but have not
done any online booking for
the darshan. The Supreme
Court order is now very clear
and hence we will be there and
we will visit the temple what-
ever be the resistance," 
said Desai.

The temple will be open
for 66 days till January 20,
with a small break in between.
Promising an even bigger
resistance, Sabarimala Tantri
family's Rahul Eashwar along
with activists and devotees
told the media here,  
that Desai would know the
power of the faith of Ayyappa
devotees when she and her
group reaches the 
temple town. 

Eashwar was put in jail in
October during the first
month's protest after the top
court's ruling came into 
existence. "Come, what may,
we will ensure that our protest
will be in the true Gandhian
way and none will be able to
break the tradit ion of  
the temple.

"We will lie down before
the women who come to
break the temple tradition
and if they have to move for-
ward, they will have to walk
on our bodies and once that
happens, the police will have
to arrest  such people,"  
said Eashwar. IANS
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Union Culture Minister
Mahesh Sharma called for

a "holistic approach" to be
adopted on the Sabarimala
temple issue on Wednesday so
that the sentiments of the peo-
ple were not hurt, observing
that the Centre would inter-
vene in the matter at the "right
time" if required.

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to review its ver-
dict allowing the entry of women
of all ages into the hilltop shrine
in Kerala, which had sparked
violent protests in the southern
State, but refused to grant a stay.

Asked if an ordinance was
required to deal with the situ-
ation, Sharma said the Kerala
Government had to decide on
the matter, adding that the
Centre would intervene at the
right time if required.

"The State Government
has to take a call on that (ordi-
nance) and the Central
Government, if required, will
definitely intervene at the right

time," he told reporters here.
Asked if the contention

that the entry of menstruating
women would make the tem-
ple impure, Sharma said, "Well,
I am a doctor, I will not make
any comment because the mat-
ter is sub-judice, but we have to
take a holistic call on it."

The two-month-long
Mandala Makaravillakku pil-
grimage season that commences
on November 17 attracts mil-
lions of devotees from all over
the country to Sabarimala.

On September 28, a five-
judge constitution bench of the
apex court, headed by then
Chief Justice Dipak Misra, in a
4:1 verdict, had lifted the cen-
turies-old ban on girls and
women in the 10-50 age group
from entering the shrine, saying
it amounted to gender discrim-
ination. The review petitions
against the verdict were taken
up "in-chamber" by a bench of
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi
and justices RF Nariman, AM
Khanwilkar, DY Chandrachud
and Indu Malhotra.
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Assam’s Leader of the
Opposition, Debabrata

Saikia, slammed Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal-led
Government in the State for
failing to protect the State’s
interest and address the grow-
ing insecurity in the State.

Saikia’s statement came days
after a top brass of the Assam
police admitted that the resent-
ment against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, 2016 has led
young people in some districts
to join the anti-talk faction of
United Liberation Front of 
Assam (ULFA).

“This is nothing short of
a conf irmation of  the
Sarbananda Sonowal-led
Government’s failure to pro-
tect Assam’s interests and its
tendency to betray people,”
Saikia said in a statement
issued on Wednesday.

Director General  (Special
Branch) of Assam Police and the
Superintendent of Police,
Tinsukia and other senior offi-
cials of the police administration
have recently stated that the
resentment against the Bill

across the State has been fuelling
a fresh spurt in young people of
the Brahmaputra Valley joining
the ULFA faction led by its com-
mander in chief Paresh Baruah.

“The ULFA’s popularity
had gradually waned during
the decade-and-a-half when
the Congress was in power in
the State. But the Narendra
Modi-led Central
Government’s decision to
table the controversial Bill
and the Sarbananda Sonowal-
led State Government’s failure
to mount a strong opposition
to the proposed legislation are
inducing a section of young
boys and girls to take up
arms against the State,” 
Saikia said.

He said that dwindling
employment opportunities
and stagnation of develop-
ment activit ies  l ike the
MGNREGA are also creating
frustration and resentment
among many youth, who are
gravitat ing towards the 
ULFA faction.
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Afurious Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee

on Wednesday came down heav-
ily on the Central Government
for “intentionally delaying” the
process of renaming West Bengal
to “Bangla” as proposed and
passed by the State Assembly in
September last year.

“I had personally requested
the Union Government and
Home Minister Rajnath Singh to
hasten up the matter of renam-
ing Bengal into Bangla after the
resolution was passed in the
State Assembly. But nothing
has been done in this regard.
The Centre is ignoring the opin-
ion of the majority population
because some people who are in
a microscopic minority (State
BJP leader) want them to do so.
This is amounts to defying the
federal nature of the
Constitution,” she said.

“They (the BJP
Government) are changing
the names of other places but
they are delaying the renam-
ing of Bengal when the people
of the State want it to be done
as was proved by the unani-
mous support this cause

received in the State
Assembly,” the Chief Minister
said wondering “if the name of
Bombay, Bangalore, Orissa
and Pondicherry changed into
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Odisha
and Puducherry, then why
West Bengal cannot be
changed into Bangla.”

The proposal of renaming
the State had been in the air
since the nineties but it was
finally passed in August 2016
when West Bengal was
renamed into Bengal, Bangal,
Bangla in English, Hindi and
Bengali. The proposal was
turned down by the Centre
which then asked the State to
consider a new name. 

It was then that the
Assembly voted in favour of
single name Bangla in
September . last year.

“They (BJP) are of the
opinion that Bangladesh is
also called Bangla so it is not
the proper alternative for West
Bengal, but these people fail to
realize that there is one Punjab
each in Pakistan and India
without doing any harm to
any sentiments,” Mamata said.

Warning the present
Government which was “cross-

ing its limits in many ways,”
Banerjee reminded “the
Constitution has divided the
powers of the State and the
Centre and so no one should
think itself superior to 
the other.

“Even the State Chief
Ministers were called Prime
Minister in the British period
but after the Independence
the States got Chief Ministers
and the Centre got a Prime
Minister considering the dif-
ferent roles they played,” she
said adding there was no rea-
son to think that the State or
the Centre were superior to
each other.

Instead of upholding the
values enshrined in the
Constitution the Centre was
disregarding India’s federal
structure she alleged. “It is not
a few leaders in Delhi who
run this country. In fact India
is run by the federal States.”

Reacting to Banerjee’s
charges Bengal BJP president
Dilip Ghosh however said that
“instead of renaming the State
the Government should con-
centrate on development and
restoring democracy in 
the State.”
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N a g a p a t t i n a m ( T N ) :
Puducherry Chief Minister V
Narayanasamy on Wednesday
held a review meeting with offi-
cials of various departments at
Thirunallar in Karaikal district
and took stock of the prepared-
ness as cyclone Gaja is likely to
hit the coastal district 
on Thursday.

Agriculture Minister R
Kamalakannan, Karaikal
District Collector R Kesavan,
Senior SP Rahul Alwal and
heads of PWD, Health,
Electricity, Fisheries, Fire and
Rescue Services departments
attended the meeting.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed the district authorities to
keep stock of relief materials.
Urging officials to ensure sup-
ply of protected drinking water
to all areas, Narayanasamy said
if needed he would camp in
Karaikal to coordinate the
activities. Three teams of the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) have arrived
here to provide emergency
assistance. Meanwhile,
Nagapattinam district collector
C Sureshkumar told reporters
that the district administration
has made all necessary arrange-
ments to meet any eventuality.

Twenty two cyclone shel-
ters have been kept in readiness

to accommodate people, he
said adding that a 24 hour-

control room was functioning
at the Collectorate. PTI
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Reinhold Niebuhr, a famous
American academician once
said, “Man’s capacity for justice
makes democracy possible, but
man’s inclination to injustice

makes democracy necessary.” This is a
great quote for two reason: First, because
it talks about our humanity and how it
craves for justice and equality, which are
the foundations of any democracy, and sec-
ond, because it reminds us of our more
base tendencies that can only be kept in
check through a democratic system of
Government. For a democracy to thrive,
there are a few pillars that are at play simul-
taneously and constantly. These pillars
include the judiciary, the executive, the leg-
islature and the Press. Contrary to what
this Government would like to assume, a
modern democratic society cannot be
merely whittled down to the legislature,
which makes the laws of the country and
are the elected to power. But it also
requires the judiciary, the Press, and the
bureaucracy to play their important roles.
I think someone forgot to tell that to the
current Government in power. 

While there has been an uneasy con-
sistency with which the Government has
targeted these other pillars of democra-
cy, the first real shot was fired by the
Finance Minister, who while speaking
about the Supreme Court’s decision to
strike down the National Judicial
Appointments Commission (NJAC) said
that Indian democracy cannot be a
tyranny of the unelected and comment-
ed how if the elected are undermined,
democracy itself would be in danger. I am
afraid that Arun Jaitley has missed the
point here because a democracy is not the
blind and blank mandate of only the
elected but instead, in order to function
well, it requires a fine balance between
the elected and the unelected. 

In this week’s column, I will examine
how the current Government has tried to
minimise the influence of these unelect-
ed pillars like the judiciary, the bureaucra-
cy and the Press and demonstrated a tyran-
nical approach to governance.

For a democracy to prevent its descent
to anarchy, it is imperative for citizens to
have respect for the rule of law. The pri-
mary role of the judiciary is to interpret
the law of the land and to state the law as
it is. The Supreme Court, as the final inter-
preter of law in our country, recently ruled
that no woman can be restricted from
entering the Sabarimala temple in Kerala.
The Supreme Court came to its decision
based on the principles of equality that
have been laid down in our Constitution.
Since the judgement was borne out of a
religiously charged issue, it is the respon-
sibility of the party in power to ensure that
the situation on the ground is not further
inflamed resulting in greater violence.

Instead, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), in clear abdication
of its responsibilities stoked
tensions further. Comments
from the BJP president reflect
a clear disregard for the judi-
ciary, which is an essential pil-
lar of a successful democracy
and only serves to undermine
an important part of the State. 

The BJP has been brazen
in its attempts to exercise con-
trol over the bureaucracy as
well. The bizarre episode with
the CBI director being
replaced in the wee hours of
the morning and the CBI raid-
ing its own officers, was just
the latest indicator of how
this Government has sought to
maintain a stranglehold on
instruments of the state and
has lost control of these insti-
tutions. While the elected
drafts the laws of the country,
this Government will do well
to recognise that the actual
implementation of the laws of
our country is through the
bureaucracy. 

The bureaucracy has a
duty to implement the laws
drafted by the legislature with-
out any interference. However,
there is clear disregard of this
tenet by the Government and
was further evidenced by the
changes that were proposed
with respect to the appoint-
ment of civil servants to their
respective services. 

The most recent example
of an attack on the institutions
and how the Government acts
like a spoilt child if things are

not going its way, is the current
stand-off between the Reserve
Bank of India and the
Government. The wideming
rift between the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) and the
Government concerns a
demand for funds from the
RBI that have been collected
over decades. The Government
would set a dangerous prece-
dence by invoking Section 7 of
the RBI Act that would allow
the Government to dictate
financial policy. This is because
through the past four and a
half years, this Government
has shown how inept it is at
handing the economy. From
demonetisation to the imple-
mentation of Goods and
Services Tax (GST), our coun-
try has had to suffer a great
deal because of Modinomics.
Also, with fuel prices higher
than ever and the rupee lower
than ever, questioning the
financial prudence of the RBI
by forcing the Central Bank
into submission, is another
way to substitute the expertise
of the unelected with the arro-
gance of the elected. India
must avoid such this scenario.

An independent Press is
the primary medium to speak
the truth to powers that maybe
but this pillar has been bad-
gered by this Government into
something unrecognisable. I
have written in this newspaper
before, while discussing free-
dom of Press, that there is an
environment of fear and trep-
idation in the entire country-

where we are unable to raise
questions about the
Government without attacks
on our patriotism. Of these
attacks, perhaps the resigna-
tion of Punya Prasun Bajpai
from ABP News, a few months
ago under circumstances that
are frighteningly Orwellian,
was perhaps the most discon-
certing. These attacks cou-
pled with the approach of this
Government to shroud itself in
secrecy and a Prime Minister
who refuses to take unscript-
ed and uncomfortable ques-
tions indicate that the
Government does not believe
that in order for a country to
be stronger going forward, it
must be able to question its
Government. 

An examination of the
examples I have detailed above
shows how this Government has
tried to diminish checks on any
reckless exercise of its power by
whatever means necessary. It is
obvious that the Government
views any such checks as tyran-
nical while in reality, it is mere-
ly democracy at work that
requires the unelected, too, to
play an important role. The
elected, however, have chosen to
adopt a hammer and tongs
approach to governance and
ignore this basic tenet. The
problem, with such an approach,
is that if you have a hammer in
your hand, everything looks
like a nail —  even good sense. 

(The writer is Jharkhand
PCC president, former MP and
IPS officer. Views are personal)
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Sir — The demise of T N
Srinivasan, a distinguished Indian
economist marks the end of a
journey. He was in some ways a
multi-talented personality. Apart
from Economics as his major
interest, he was efficient in
Mathematics as well as
Humanities. Srinivasan was a
strong votary of free trade and
multilaterism. 

He was a rather unassuming
person and spent his life teaching
in the United States till the very
end. Srinivasan devoted his entire
life in pursuit of knowledge and
teaching.

Devendra Khurana  
Bhopal
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Sir— The Congress and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
the Kerala State fighting against
allowing young women to enter
Sabarimala has become more
aggressive in the light of the
Supreme Court agreeing to hear
the review pleas on January 22. 

It seems that they have for-
gotten all about gender discrim-

ination in the Sabarimala issue
and they are still working hand
in glove with the traditionalists
of the temple though clear-cut
Supreme Court verdict in favour
of young women was pro-
nounced. 

What is their stand in terms
of the verdict? Their stand is a
flagrant violation of the verdict
of the apex court. But while
expressing their stand, they

make it as complicated and com-
plex as ever leaving the people
muddle-headed. 

They also make a mountain
out of molehill on the issue to the
advantage of their respective
political parties. 

People cannot see the truth
as long as they are not educated
by these parties.

TK Nandanan
Kochi
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Sir — This refers to the report
“Voters defy Naxals in their
bastion” (November 13). Over 70
per cent voter turnout in the first
phase of Assembly polls in
Chhattisgarh is a befitting snub
to the Maoists by the people of
Naxal heartland. 

Maoists believe in violence

and claim to be fighting for the
rights of the people. However,
they tried to deprive the people
of exercising their primary right
of ballot for electing a
Government. 

They called for boycott of
polls, reportedly threatened to
chop off hands of those on who
had polling ink on their fingers
and set off improvised explosive
devices. 

Defying poll boycott call of
the Maoists and ignoring the
threats, people came out on the
street in record numbers and
thronged the polling booths. In
4,336 polling booths of 18 con-
stituencies, across eight Naxal-
hit districts, 31.80 lakh voters
exercised their voting right to
elect their representatives from
amongst 190 contestants. 

Which political party wins
the election is immaterial.
Democracy has already come
out a winner. The Election
Commission, security forces and
above all, the voters, deserve
accolades for the success of the
democratic process.

MC Joshi
Lucknow
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There is certainly something seri-
ously going wrong with our fresh
water bodies, not only in India

but also across the world. Is it global
warming, or climate change, or failing
rains? Or a combination of all these?
The scientific and the environmental
experts are getting hard pressed to find
the exact reason and hopefully the
solution for the same. In the mean-
while, the once flourishing rivers in
parts of the world are rapidly turning
into dry river beds comprising of noth-
ing but sand and quickly falling prey
to land sharks and real estate mafia.

In India, the 1990s saw a flurry
of hydel projects being approved and
built of various capacities; these pro-
jects successfully dammed the rivers
emanating from the Himalayas at var-

ious points, leading to electricity
generation no doubt, but eventually
causing the rivers downstream to
quickly dry up and adversely affect-
ed millions of people and agriculture,
which was dependent on the natur-
al flow of the river.

Is this a India-specific phenome-
na? Apparently not. It would be of inter-
est to note that of all places, Europe is,
as we speak, flummoxed by drying up
of their rivers. Water levels in Western
Europe and Germany’s most important
river, the Rhine, is at record low levels
currently. More shockingly the water
levels in this river is fast approaching
zero at several spots. This occurrence
is due to a recent drought, which is
being blamed on climate change.
Needless to say that the development
has affected freight supplies, as the river
is one of the most important transport
routes in the region.

German media reports quoted
Germany’s Federal Waterways and
Shipping Administration as saying that
about half of Germany’s river ferries
had stopped running, and river cruise
ships were having to transport their

passengers by bus for parts of their
journey. The reports also noted that
thousands of fish in the Swiss section
of the river had died because of the heat
and low oxygen levels. The most
important effect of this has been on
supplies of freight. Roughly 80 per cent
of the 223 million tonnes of cargo is
transported by ship in Germany each
year travels the Rhine, which links the
country’s industrial heartland to
Belgium, the Netherlands and the
North Sea.

As a consequence of the river dry-
ing up, petrol stations in the region that
rely on tankers to deliver fuel from
refineries in the Netherlands have run
out of supplies. A number of inland
ports are now idle, and millions of
tonnes of goods are being transport-
ed by rail or road. Media reports have
speculated that drying of the Rhine
could may be due to climate change.
The river’s flow relies not just on annu-
al rainfall, but also on long-term
water reserves in the Alps. Melting
snow and glaciers, as well as Lake
Constance, the source of the Rhine,
feed the upper parts of the river. These

reserves are substantially lower today
due to climate change. And in more
bad news, other major rivers on the
continent, such as the Danube and the
Elbe are also drying up in parts.

Similar to the Rhine, the Ganges
is an important river of India and is
exceedingly suffering the same fate.
The Ganges serves as the source of
drinking water for almost 500 million
people. It flows all the way from
3,000m above sea level in the
Himalayan Mountains to the Bay of
Bengal, and is one of the most revered
and sacred water bodies. Despite this,
it is also under increasing threat from
climate change, industrial pollution
and unhygienic rituals and waste dis-
posal engendered by its legend. In fact,
it was ranked as the fifth most pollut-
ed river worldwide.

The Ganges already sustains near-
ly half a billion people and according
to the International Water Resource
Management Institute (IWRMI), the
demand for fresh drinking water will
only increase. It projects the demand
will rise roughly by one-third in the
coming 15 years, meaning that the

Indians will rely on the river more than
ever. However, a recent study survey-
ing 925 rivers worldwide found that cli-
mate change posed a serious threat to
many of the world’s running water
sources. Due to its geographical loca-
tion, the Ganges was found to be par-
ticularly at risk, along with Africa’s
Niger River and the Chinese Yellow
River.

Climate change is poised to affect
the Ganges in another, more direct way.
Water pollution in Asia has long been
a subject of concern, and the Ganges
is one of the harder hit bodies of water
from the effects of the industrial
boom in the continent. A report from
the World Bank estimates that around
20 per cent of the contaminants in the
river come from industrial emissions,
and roughly one billion gallons of
untreated sewage enters its waterways
on a daily basis. Clearly, the situation
is a concerning one. Add to this, the
deeply religious significance of the river
does little to help cleanup efforts. The
Observer Research Foundation (ORF),
a non-profit NGO from New Delhi,
conducted a survey of 500 people and

interviewed 150 more to find out how
attitudes to the river affected its clean-
liness.

A large number of respondents to
the survey felt that the religious value
of the Ganga was non-negotiable.
The respondents to the survey even
suggested that the scale of traditional
rituals such as corpse immersions in
the Ganga were so low that they did
not really upset the ecological balance
or biodiversity of the river and that
immersion of dead bodies in the river
had in no way been found to hinder
water management initiatives in the
Ganga. The mythological idea of the
Ganga is sadly more valued than the
river itself.

If this trajectory of destruction
continues, our pious and sacred rivers
will be staring at becoming dry
riverbeds of tomorrow. Only zero tol-
erance policies pertaining to pollution
and climate change can retrieve our
rivers from doom. But do the author-
ities have the will to see this through?
Only time will tell.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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On November 3, Army Chief,
General  Bipin Rawat,  while 
delivering a lecture at a seminar
organised by the Centre for Land
and Warfare Studies (CLAWS), 

emphatically mentioned that although at pre-
sent Punjab is peaceful, but because of foreign 
linkages, attempts are being made “to revive 
insurgency in the state.” He also stated that “we
have to be very careful” and we hould take early
action, before it is too late. He emphasised that
internal security is India’s leading problem but
it cannot be resolved easily because of foreign
assistance to insurgent groups. He also 
mentioned that foreign powers are trying to revi-
talise insurgency in Assam. He rightly 
asserted that only military cannot curb insur-
gency and all Government agencies, civil
administration and police should work in
cohesion to restore peace.  

The Union Government has also informed
Punjab Government that the Inter Services
Intelligence (ISI) is trying hard to reanimate
insurgency in Punjab through Sikhs settled
abroad, especially in Canada, Europe, the
United States, and Australia. On August 12,
2018, Sikhs For Justice (SFJ), a pro-Khalistan
organisation, promoted the ‘London Declaration
on Referendum 2020 for Sikhs’. The so-called
referendum, which was organised with the
financial and logistical support of the ISI,
demanded an independent Khalistan.  

Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, a resident of the
United States is an important functionary of the
SFJ. The organisers collected details, including
passport copies, college documents, pho-
tographs, mobile numbers, email and WhatsApp
addresses of Sikhs from Punjab in the name of
sponsoring them, to attend the referendum. In
this way they have collected details of large num-
ber of young Sikhs who were interested in
attending the pro-Khalistan referendum. These
details can be misused by the ISI as well as by
pro-Khalistan elements in future. As the ISI is
ready to finance the referendums, the SFJ
declared that it will organise referendums in
other countries as well. 

The SFJ is planning to finance the visit of
10,000 Sikh pilgrims to Pakistan to celebrate
550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak. The ISI
would utilise the visit to distribute anti-India and
pro- Khalistan literature and might try to
instigate Khalistan sentiments to a large num-
ber of Sikhs visiting Pakistan. The Gurdwaras
controlled by pro-Khalistan elements in Canada,
the US and the UK have prohibited the entry
of Indian diplomats, Indian Members of
Parliament, et al. The Indian Government
urged the Governments of these countries to lift
the ban but they refused to help. 

Security forces also unearthed a depraved
plan of the ISI under which young persons of
Pakistani origin and citizens of Western coun-
tries were cultivated and trained in Punjabi and
Sikh traditions. Later on, they were sent to
Punjab and marry Sikh girls and convert them
into pro-Khalistan entities. Hence, the ISI is
using not only young women to honey-trap but
also using young men to allure Sikh women.
However, the ulterior motive lies the revival of

insurgency in Punjab.  
The interrogation reports of Sikh

terrorists, including Jagtar Singh Chief
of Khalistan Tiger Force, clearly 
indicate that the ISI is fomenting 
trouble in Punjab and spread concoct-
ed reports in Pakistani media. These
reports are picked up by 
international media, which are sym-
pathetic to the intelligence agency.

As the ISI was funding lavishly,
pro- Khalistan elements have created
several terrorist outfits namely
Khalistan Commando Force (KCF),
Bhindranwala Tigers Force of
Khalistan (BTFK), Khalistan
Liberation Force (KLF), Babbar
Khalsa International (BKI),
International Sikh Youth Federation
(ISYF), Khalistan Zindabad Force
(KZF), Khalistan Liberation Army, All
India Sikh Students Federation
(AISSF), Khalistan Armed Force aka
Dashmesh Regiment, Shaheed Khalsa
Force, Khalistan Guerilla Force,
Khalistan Security Force, et al. 

However, these forces lack mass
support and, hence, sometimes they
put few pro-Khalistan posters or
carry out terrorist activities. In 2015,
three Sikh terrorists killed a superin-
tendent of police, three home guards
and three civilians in Dina Nagar
police station (Gurdaspur), and Shiv
Sena and Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) leaders were also assas-
sinated. Analysts claim that these
incidents happen when the ISI refus-
es to release funds unless their agents
carry out some terrorist activities. 

The ISI has given shelter to a few
Sikh leaders, including KCF chief
Paramjit Singh Panjwar, BKI chief

Wadhawa Singh Babbar, ISYF chief
Lakhbir Singh Rode and KZF chief
Ranjit Singh Neeta in Pakistan. These
leaders propagate Khalistani ideolo-
gies to the Sikhs residing abroad. The
ISI also uses them to spread anti-India
and pro-Khalistan views to Indian
Sikh jathas (group of pilgrims) when-
ever they visit Pakistan. 

At present due to close family rela-
tionship between Sikhs and Hindus,
Sikhs understand that Khalistan is not
practicable. However, the ISI persis-
tently sends its agents to Punjab in
order to instigate Sikhs.  

The ISI has also smuggled drugs
in Punjab and at present youth have
become drug-addicts. The ISI uses
them as support agents to spread
hatred towards Hindus. As there is no
ideological basis for Khalistan, the ISI
circulates news about perceived atroc-
ities and statements of anti-establish-
ment political leaders who denounce
Indian system with ulterior motives.

Analysts also claim that the econ-
omy of Pakistan is ruined and it is in
on verge of loan default. Prime
Minister Imran Khan returned empty
handed from China. The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has put strin-
gent conditions to grant loan and,
hence, the Pakistan Government is
raising the Khalistan issue to sidetrack
the attention of poor and illiterate
masses. 

India must safeguard its interests.
The analysts claim that not only ISI
but several intelligence agencies sup-
port various terrorist outfits. Hence,
Indian security forces must analyse the
reason why European countries,
Canada and the US never help Indian

security agencies against Khalistani
elements. 

Pro-Khalistan Sikhs should be
blacklisted and they should not be
allowed to enter India. At present, the
Khalistan movement is dormant in
India but it is not dead and it can
revive with foreign assistance. A vast
majority of Sikhs are aware of the futil-
ity of the movement but a few disen-
chanted members of the community
may be tempted to play with fire for
their selfish interests. 

Sikhs settled abroad may also
render ideological and financial assis-
tance to the perceived discrimination
and atrocities. Hence, Central as well
as State Government should try to sort
out simmering issues, including pun-
ishment to the executioners of 1984
anti-Sikh riots, Sutlej-Yamuna Link
Canal issue, among others. The sep-
aratists’ allegation that Hindus want
to submerge Sikh religion must be
countered.   

In view of the above, Indian pol-
icy planners must be careful and
chalk out a comprehensive plan under
which the genuine problems of Punjab
will be redressed. On the other hand,
anti-national elements must be dealt
with stringently and those who raise
pro-Khalistan slogans should be put
behind bars. The Government and the
nationalist elements should also for-
mulate a plan to counter the misinfor-
mation campaign launched by
Khalistan supporters in India as well
as abroad. 

(The writer is a member of United
Services Institute of India and Institute
for Defence Studies and Analysis.
Views expressed are personal)
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday called

for an early conclusion of the
multi-nation Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) agree-
ment that should be modern,
comprehensive, balanced and
mutually beneficial to the peo-
ple of all countries.

He also called on fellow
RCEP leaders to give mandate
to trade ministers and nego-
tiators to take the economic
grouping forward, said
Sudhanshu Pandey, addition-
al secretary, the commerce
ministry, during a media brief-
ing here.

The RCEP, involving 10
ASEAN members (Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia,
Malaysia,  Myanmar,
Singapore, Thailand, the
Philippines, Laos and

Vietnam) as well as China,
Japan, Australia, India, New
Zealand and South Korea,
would cover about half the
world’s population and a third
of its GDP.

The RCEP has concluded
seven chapters of the total 16.

Prime Minister Modi
noted that significant progress
has been made in market
access of negotiation for goods
and called on similar efforts on
services sectors.

“We need to make similar
efforts to make progress in ser-
vices negotiations as they con-
stitute more than 50 per cent
of the GDP of most of the
RCEP countries.  In future,
services are going to be play-
ing a very important role,” he
said at the RCEP meeting.

He also stressed that any
such multi-lateral agreement
which has diverse circum-
stances and developmental
requirements should be mod-
ern, comprehensive, balanced

and mutually beneficial only
then people of all countries
will be benefited by such an
agreement.

Responding to questions,
Pandey said the Prime
Minister has very clearly
exhibited his support to the
RCEP agreement and urged
all leaders to give required
mandate for “early conclu-
sion” which means India is
strongly committed to the
RCEP.

Since the developmental
circumstances of each country
is different, therefore he urged
that any multilateral agree-
ment finalised should be mod-
ern, comprehensive, balanced
and mutually beneficial.

At the summit, the leaders
of the 16 negotiating countries
reviewed the progress that has
been made in the negotiations
of the RCEP.

The negotiations among
the countries in the bloc have
been ongoing since 2012. 
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The Government  and
Reserve Bank seem to be

veering around to reach an
agreeable solution particu-
lary with respect of relax-
at ion of  the  Prompt
Corrective Action (PCA)
framework and easing of
lending norms for the MSME
sector ahead of the RBI board
meeting on November 19,
sources said.

If not in this board meet-
ing, sources said, the issue of
relaxation of PCA framework
which the finance ministry
has been pitching for would be
reached in the next few weeks.

As a result of relaxation,
some banks may come out of
the PCA framework by the end
of the current fiscal.

Of the 21 State-owned
banks, 11 are under the PCA
framework. These are
Allahabad Bank, United Bank
of India, Corporation Bank,
IDBI Bank, UCO Bank, Bank
of India, Central Bank of India,
Indian Overseas Bank, Oriental
Bank of Commerce, Dena
Bank and Bank of
Maharashtra.

The PCA framework kicks
in when banks breach any of
the three key regulatory trigger
points namely capital to risk
weighted assets ratio, Net non-
performing assets (NPA) and
return on assets (RoA). 

The RBI is also likely to
agree to easing of lending
norms for the MSME sector
including strict rating criteria
to improve credit flow to this
sector, sources said.

Besides, the central bank is
expected to consider special
dispensation for micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSME) sector and non-bank-

ing financial companies
(NBFCs) which have been fac-
ing liquidity issues. 

The Government feels that
the MSME sector which
employs about 12 crore people
plays a critical role in the econ-
omy, and the sector hit by
demonetisation and imple-
mentation of Goods and
Services Tax (GST) needs sup-
port.

However, the central bank
has been averse to Government
demand for special dispensa-
tions for MSME and NBFC
sectors as it consider them
vulnerable.

Last week, Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley said there
is a need to minimise NPAs in
order to maintain the strength
of the banking system and
enable it to help the economy
grow.

It is only a strong banking
system that will be able to
improve credit in those sectors
which really need credit, the
Finance Minister had said,
adding, “The MSME sector
needs credit, several other play-
ers in the market need credit.
NBFCs today need credit
because a large part of lending
is done by them.” 

There are reports of grow-
ing tensions between the RBI
and the government, with the
Finance Ministry initiating dis-
cussion under the never-used-
before Section 7 of the RBI Act
which empowers the govern-
ment to issue directions to the
RBI Governor.

RBI Deputy Governor
Viral Acharya had in a speech
last month talked about the
independence of the central
bank, arguing that any com-
promise could be “potential-
ly catastrophic” for the econ-
omy.
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Indian Hotels Company
Limited (IHCL) announced

its Quarter 2, FY 18-19 results
recording a PAT growth of
�53 crore with 82% operating
EBITDA growth and 14% sales
growth for the Quarter.

The company has wit-
nessed a good growth momen-
tum. The company has also
added an addition of 15 new
hotels,  an inventory of 1825
rooms and a 90 percent growth
in pipeline over the last one
year.
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Low-cost carrier Spiecejet
Ltd on Wednesday report-

ed a standalone net loss of
�389.37 crore in the second
quarter ended September 30,
impacted by high fuel costs and
rupee depreciation.

The company posted a net
profit of �105.27 crore in the
same quarter last fiscal, Spicejet
said in a regulatory filing. Net
income from operations during
the quarter under review stood
at �1,848.28 crore. It was at
�1,794.57 crore in thecorre-
sponding period of the previous
fiscal.
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With farmers “stopping”
repayment of crop loans

because of debt waiver of up to
�2 lakh, non-performing assets
under agriculture loans have
risen to nearly �9,000 crore in
Punjab, bankers said.

“Due to debt waiver for
small and marginal farmers up
to �2 lakh, farmers in the state
of Punjab have stopped making
repayment of their crop loans
and the recovery scenario is
being adversely affected,” accord-
ing to the State Level Bankers
Committee report which was
released on Wednesday.

Notably, under the scheme
relief, up to �2 lakh would be
provided to marginal and small
farmers who have crop loans
from cooperative institutions,
public sector banks and other
commercial banks as on March
31, 2017. 

A bank official said sever-
al farmers were reluctant in
repaying their crop loans and
it has become one of the rea-
sons in the rise in NPA level
under farm sector. As
per SLBC report, the NPA
under agriculture sector was to
the tune of �8,952 crore as on
September 30, 2018 as against
�633 crore in corresponding
period of last year.

The NPA amount of �8,952
crore was 11.20 per cent of out-
standing agriculture advances
as against 7.19 per cent in cor-
responding period of last year. 

The NPA level as percent-
age of total advances also rose
from 2.60 per cent in
September 2017 to 3.47 per cent
in 2018. The total outstanding
agriculture advances in Punjab
were to the tune of �79,963
crore as on September 30, 2018,
as against �88,122 crore in cor-
responding period of last year.
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The Arunachal Pradesh gov-
ernment Wednesday

signed MoUs with 17 private
investors for projects worth
�1,200 crore during the fifth
edition of North East
Connectivity Scheme at
Tawang, an official release said.

The MoUs with private
investors across sectors like
tourism and hospitality, oil
and gas, retail, power, equip-
ment manufacturing and sports
has potential to create over
8000 gainful employment
opportunities in the state, it
said.

The Polo Towers Group, a
pioneering hospitality group
has identified 11 investable
projects in Arunachal worth Rs
419 crore and will generate
1850 employment opportuni-
ties.

Jungle Travels India Pvt Ltd
exchanged MoU to invest in 20
rooms Jungle Lodge in or near
Pakke Tiger Reserve and
Wildlife Sanctuary in East
Kameng district with invest-

ment of �10 crore and gener-
ate employment for 60 people.

Sterlite Power signed MoU
to invest in detailed study of
power system for Arunachal
and take upgrade and update
project on annuity basis, it
said.

They are also interested in
supply and installation of
OPWG network on entire
transmission system.

The project shall garner
investment of �325 crore.

Alinz Portable Petrol
Pump Pvt Ltd exchanged MoU
to setup portable petrol pumps
in Arunachal and in Northeast,
which will be executed in PPP
with an investment of �500
crore providing employment to
5000 people, the release said.

Archit Electricals Pvt Ltd
intends to setup a unit of man-
ufacturing and repairing of
electrical items like oil cool and
air cool transformers of various
type with investment of Rs 10
crore and employing about
100 people.

Mobisoft Technology
exchanged MoU intending to
setup IT hub with investment
of �10 crore.

Headkicks exchanged
MoU intending to organize
football themed festivals with
investment of �0.25 crore.

Hindustan Aeronatics Ltd
exchanged MoU intending to
deploy HAL-Dornier-228
Commuter Aircraft and ALH
Dhruv helicopter for inter
and intra state air connectiv-
ity in Arunachal, the release
added.
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Benchmark equity indices
gave up early gains to end

marginally lower at 35,141.99
after a highly volatile session on
Wednesday as losses in pharma
and information technology
shares offset gains in energy,
banking and metal stocks, amid
weak global cues.

The BSE Sensex swung
nearly 365 points both sides on
heavy buying and selling dur-
ing the session. The 30-share
index, after a gap-up opening at
35,330.14 points, hit a high of
35,351.88 points at the outset on
the back of sliding global crude
oil prices and recovery in rupee.

However, a weak trend in
most other Asian markets and
a lower opening of European
markets, triggered selling on the
domestic bourses, dragging the
Sensex into negative terrain to
hit a low of 34,986.86. The index
finally settled 2.50 points, or
0.01% down at 35,141.99. It had
rallied 332 points on Tuesday.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty, after shuttling between
10,651.60 and 10.532.70 points
on alternate bouts of buying
and selling, closed 6.20 points,
or 0.06%, down at 10,576.30.

According to analyst, mar-
ket was volatile despite fall in oil
prices and appreciation in rupee
as concerns about domestic
liquidity and weak global cues
overrode the sentiment.  “Oil

prices fell to $65/barrel and will
ease concerns on current
account deficit. IT and pharma
indices witnessed selling pres-
sure due to stronger rupee
while stock-specific buying on
the basis of quarterly results
and decline in oil prices sup-
ported out-performance of
midcaps,” they added

The rupee strengthened
50 paise to 72.17 against the US
dollar (intra-session) in late
afternoon trade. It scaled a high
of 71.99 at the outset.

Sun Pharma emerged
worst performer in the Sensex
kitty, plunging 7.36%, after the
company on Tuesday reported
a consolidated net loss of
�218.82 crore for the July-
September quarter on account
of a �1,214-crore provision for
the settlement of the Modafinil
antitrust case in the US.

Stocks of software exporters
such as TCS, Infosys and Wipro
lost up to 2.85% due to stronger
rupee which rose 50 paise to
72.17 against the US dollar in
late afternoon trade. It scaled a
high of 71.99 at the outset.

Shares of Tata Motors fell
1.67% after Moody’s Investors
Service on Wednesday changed
Tata Motors’ rating outlook to
negative from stable, citing
expectations of weak operating
performance of the company’s
British arm Jaguar Land Rover
(JLR). Other laggards were Kotak
Bank, M&M, Yes Bank, Axis

Bank, Adani Ports, Vedanta,
Hero MotoCorp, L&T, RIL and
ITC, falling up to 3.04%.

Among gainers, Maruti
Suzuki, ONGC, Asian Paint,
SBI, IndusInd Bank, HUL,
ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank,
Bharti Airtel, PowerGrid,
HDFC, Bajaj Auto and NTPC,
rose up to 2.85%.

Shares of oil marketing
companies and aviation oper-
ators rose on falling crude oil
prices. State-run HPCL, BPCL
and IOC gained up to 4.75%.
In the aviation sector, shares of
Interglobe Avialtion and Jet
Airways gained up to 7.67%. 

Sectorally, the BSE IT index
emerged as the top loser by
falling 2.24%, followed by teck
index that shed 1.86%, health-
care 1.65%,  realty 1.52%, metal
0.81%, auto 0.66% and and cap-
ital goods 0.46%.

On the other hand, oil and
gas index was the best per-
former surging 1.18%, PSU
index gained 1.07%,  FMCG
0.94%, bankex 0.52%, power
0.39% and infrastructure 0.39%.
Investors turned cautious on
news that inflation based on
wholesale prices hit a a four-
month high of 5.28 per cent in
October, mainly due to spike in
petrol and diesel prices, too
influenced investor sentiment
here, brokers said. The broader
markets depicted a mixed trend
with mid-cap index rising 0.09%,
while small-cap index fell 0.15%.
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Inflation-based on wholesale
prices spiked to a four-
month high of 5.28 per

cent in October mainly due to
rise in fuel prices, but the RBI
is likely to maintain status quo
in its next monetary policy
review as crude prices and
currency are stabilising.

The Wholesale Price Index-
based inflation stood at 5.13 per
cent in September and 3.68 per
cent in October last year.

Food articles witnessed
softening of prices with defla-
tion at 1.49 per cent in October,
against 0.21 per cent September,
government data released on
Wednesday showed. Vegetables
too became cheaper with defla-
tion at 18.65 per cent in
October, compared to 3.83 per
cent in the previous month.

Inflation in ‘fuel and
power’ basket in October
spiked to 18.44 per cent, from
16.65 per cent in September.
Individually, in petrol and
diesel it was 19.85 per cent and
23.91 per cent, respectively,
and for liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) it was 31.39 per cent
during October.

The WPI inflation is in
contrast to the retail or con-
sumer price index-based infla-
tion data released earlier this
week. The October CPI infla-
tion had cooled to a year-low
of 3.31 per cent.

ICRA principal economist
Aditi Nayar said the uptick in
the WPI inflation in October
reflected the impact of the
pass through of higher com-
modity prices and the rupee
depreciation. The disinflation
in food prices had a much
smaller impact on wholesale
inflation than the CPI, given
the difference in weights for
food items in the two indices.

“Despite the change in the
monetary policy stance to cal-
ibrated tightening and the
uptick in the core-CPI and
core-WPI inflation in October
2018, the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) appears
likely to maintain a status quo
on the repo rate in the
December 2018 policy review,
following the decline in the
October 2018 headline CPI
inflation, the deep correction in
crude oil prices, and the pull-
back in the INR,” Nayar said.

The RBI is scheduled to
come out with its fifth bi-
monthly policy review state-
ment on December 5.

She said that the easing in
the crude oil prices and the
recent strengthening of the
rupee, would keep WPI infla-
tion range bound between 4.5-
5 per cent in October-March
period.

Nayar said the core WPI
inflation hardened to a three-
month high of 5.1 per cent in
October, reflecting the impact
of the rupee depreciation on
the landed price of imports.

“While the uptick in both
the core-CPI and core-WPI
inflation in October 2018 war-
rants some caution, the recent
pullback in the rupee and
crude oil prices has softened
the risks to the inflation trajec-
tory,” she added.

The Indian rupee had
touched the record closing low
of 74.39 in October, and ended
the month with total losses of
104 paise or 1.43 per cent due
to a strengthening dollar, firm-
ing oil prices and trade worries.
Since then the currency has
recovered and is now trading
around 72.2 to a dollar.

Brent crude, the interna-
tional benchmark, was trading
around USD 76.25 per barrel in
October. The brent crude
futures is now trading at USD
65 to a barrel. To cushion the
impact of global fuel price rise,
the government had, with effect
from October 5, cut excise duty
on petrol and diesel by �1.50 per
litre and had asked state-owned
oil firms to subsidise the fuel by
another �1 a litre.

The 5.28 per cent inflation
is the highest in four months,
and a higher inflation than this
level was last seen in June at
5.68 per cent.

Among food articles, pota-
to prices continued to rule
high with 93.65 per cent WPI
inflation in October. While
onion witnessed deflation of
31.69 per cent; the same for
pulses stood at 13.92 per cent.

The Reserve Bank of India
mainly takes into account retail
inflation data while formulating
monetary policy. In its fourth
monetary policy review for the
fiscal, released last month, the
RBI maintained status quo on
the benchmark interest rate
but warned that volatile and ris-
ing oil prices, and tightening of
global financial conditions
posed substantial risks to the
growth and inflation.

For October-March, the
RBI pegged CPI-based retail
inflation to be between 3.9-4.5
per cent. 

New Delhi: Agriculture
Minister Radha Mohan Singh
on Wednesday announced the
launch of a scheme that aims to
provide cheaper loans to star-
tups in the co-operative sector
and those having innovative
projects costing up to ̀ 3 crore.

The ‘Co-operative Enter-
prise Support and Innovation
Scheme’ will be implemented by
the National Co-operative
Development Corporation and
will be linked to its Co-operative
Startup and Innovation Fund
that has an annual corpus of
�100 crore. “The new scheme
aims to encourage newly formed
co-operatives to take advantage
of innovative ventures, especial-
ly by societies having new and
innovative ideas,” Singh said
after inaugurating the 65th All
India Co-operative Week organ-
ised by the National Co-opera-
tive Union of India here.  

Co-operatives operating for
at least for one year and having
a positive net worth are eligible
to avail credit under the scheme
for new and innovative project
ideas, he said. The project cost
should not exceed �3 crore and
there would  be two years mora-
torium on payment of principal
amount, he said, adding that the
period of moratorium may vary
depending on type of project
and ability to generate revenue.
The credit will be provided at 2
per cent less than the applicable
interest rate on term loan  for the
project activities.
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Script Last Abs Change
Traded Price Change %
3MINDIA 20799 298.3 1.46
8KMILES 106.5 5.05 4.98
AARTIIND 1416.4 40.95 2.98
ABB 1287 -7.2 -0.56
ABBOTINDIA 7605 93.65 1.25
ABCAPITAL 107.15 3.6 3.48
ABFRL 189.95 -2.8 -1.45
ACC 1474.6 16.35 1.12
ADANIPORTS 331.05 -2.95 -0.88
ADANIPOWER 49.1 0.6 1.24
ADANITRANS 190.55 17.3 9.99
ADVENZYMES 185 -2.15 -1.15
AEGISLOG 217.1 -1.9 -0.87
AIAENG 1695.35 12.55 0.75
AJANTPHARM 1069.3 -4.15 -0.39
AKZOINDIA 1578 -6.5 -0.41
ALBK 38.75 1.3 3.47
ALKEM 1928.35 -39.2 -1.99
ALLCARGO 108.25 2.6 2.46
AMARAJABAT 734 -10.05 -1.35
AMBUJACEM 211.15 5.35 2.6
ANDHRABANK 28.5 -0.25 -0.87
APARINDS 617.95 8.95 1.47
APLAPOLLO 1263 1.75 0.14
APLLTD 584.65 -4.6 -0.78
APOLLOHOSP 1166.15 20.8 1.82
APOLLOTYRE 223.15 0.75 0.34
ARVIND 312.6 1 0.32
ASAHIINDIA 282 -3.45 -1.21
ASHOKA 127.3 -5.9 -4.43
ASHOKLEY 106.6 -12.45 -10.46
ASIANPAINT 1319.9 35.1 2.73
ASTRAL 1015.05 52.85 5.49
ATUL 3448.1 44.75 1.31
AUBANK 577.8 41.15 7.67
AUROPHARMA 782.7 8 1.03
AVANTI 368.15 -5.35 -1.43
AXISBANK 612.75 -5.85 -0.95
BAJAJ-AUTO 2681.7 18.35 0.69
BAJAJCORP 354 0.1 0.03
BAJAJELEC 500.5 -1.45 -0.29
BAJAJFINSV 5576.8 10.7 0.19
BAJAJHLDNG 2939.9 107.35 3.79
BAJFINANCE 2292.7 7.7 0.34
BALKRISIND 962.1 3.5 0.37
BALMLAWRIE 199.7 0.2 0.1
BALRAMCHIN 112.6 -0.2 -0.18
BANDHANBNK 432 -1.35 -0.31
BANKBARODA 112.65 4.05 3.73
BANKINDIA 82.3 1.3 1.6
BASF 1595 1.5 0.09
BATAINDIA 1002 -8.45 -0.84
BAYERCROP 3950 8.6 0.22
BBTC 1378.6 -41.55 -2.93
BEL 95.95 1.25 1.32
BEML 708.8 -13.4 -1.86
BERGEPAINT 320.05 11.3 3.66
BHARATFIN 942.35 19.4 2.1
BHARATFORG 585.7 -3.65 -0.62
BHARTIARTL 301.25 3.8 1.28
BHEL 66.2 -2.5 -3.64
BIOCON 623.3 4.05 0.65
BIRLACORPN 606.65 -12.6 -2.03
BLISSGVS 171.05 1.7 1
BLUEDART 2976.6 67.5 2.32
BLUESTARCO 573 3.4 0.6
BOMDYEING 123.15 0.55 0.45
BOSCHLTD 19225.25 -439.45 -2.23
BPCL 316.55 13.7 4.52
BRITANNIA 5776.7 -38.05 -0.65
CADILAHC 370.25 14.7 4.13
CANBK 252.7 9.25 3.8
CANFINHOME 276.05 -6.15 -2.18
CAPF 480.2 0.85 0.18
CAPPL 428 -5.2 -1.2
CARBORUNIV 356.4 -5.6 -1.55
CARERATING 1025 -12.4 -1.2
CASTROLIND 150.8 2.55 1.72
CCL 270.45 -1.2 -0.44
CEATLTD 1250 -6.95 -0.55
CENTRALBK 30.85 -0.4 -1.28
CENTRUM 39 -0.2 -0.51
CENTURYPLY 167 -5.4 -3.13
CENTURYTEX 892 1.2 0.13
CERA 2401 20.5 0.86
CGPOWER 33.75 -1.7 -4.8
CHAMBLFERT 141.45 -0.65 -0.46
CHENNPETRO 272.15 0.2 0.07
CHOLAFIN 1283 -46.15 -3.47
CIPLA 520.1 -8 -1.51
COALINDIA 265.6 0.2 0.08
COCHINSHIP 381 -2.1 -0.55
COFFEEDAY 293.9 7.8 2.73
COLPAL 1116 10.35 0.94

CONCOR 666.15 -4.4 -0.66
COROMANDEL 423 4.75 1.14
CORPBANK 27.75 0.35 1.28
CRISIL 1502.5 -4.6 -0.31
CROMPTON 205.85 -0.2 -0.1
CUB 163.7 -1.65 -1
CUMMINSIND 790.9 6.95 0.89
CYIENT 659.95 11.7 1.8
DABUR 377 7.6 2.06
DALMIABHA 2123.5 -6.4 -0.3
DBCORP 173.5 1.95 1.14
DBL 471.15 41.45 9.65
DCBBANK 157 -0.1 -0.06
DCMSHRIRAM 415 -6 -1.43
DEEPAKFERT 196.8 -13.45 -6.4
DEEPAKNI 266.8 -2.15 -0.8

DELTACORP 241.3 1.5 0.63
DENABANK 16.65 -0.1 -0.6
DHANUKA 410.55 -7.6 -1.82
DHFL 238.75 1.85 0.78
DISHTV 38.75 -2.1 -5.14
DIVISLAB 1504.3 -25.4 -1.66
DLF 162.9 -9 -5.24
DMART 1382.5 4.15 0.3
DRREDDY 2448 12.6 0.52
ECLERX 1055.4 -26.7 -2.47
EDELWEISS 168.35 4.7 2.87
EICHERMOT 23267.95 20.9 0.09
EIDPARRY 236 -1.95 -0.82
EIHOTEL 163 -3.85 -2.31
ELGIEQUIP 246.45 1 0.41
EMAMILTD 436.3 0.3 0.07
ENDURANCE 1221 -13.5 -1.09
ENGINERSIN 116.85 -4.15 -3.43
ENIL 630 11.85 1.92
EQUITAS 111 4.5 4.23
ERIS 619.95 -0.3 -0.05
ESCORTS 654.45 -6.9 -1.04
ESSELPRO 88 0.7 0.8
EVEREADY 193.95 2.35 1.23
EXIDEIND 251.4 1.75 0.7
FCONSUMER 52.05 3.45 7.1
FDC 200.5 -5.7 -2.76
FEDERALBNK 78.5 -0.45 -0.57
FINCABLES 514.25 -5.85 -1.12
FINOLEXIND 508.7 -1.45 -0.28
FLFL 385 17.15 4.66
FORBESCO 2035 -65.05 -3.1
FORCEMOT 1825.3 -13.45 -0.73
FORTIS 140.3 -1.5 -1.06
FRETAIL 527.55 20.15 3.97
FSL 55.55 -1.2 -2.11
GAIL 352.4 -13.05 -3.57
GDL 157.75 -0.3 -0.19
GEPIL 812.05 -37.75 -4.44
GESHIP 282.5 -9.1 -3.12
GET&D 227.75 -2.7 -1.17
GHCL 223.95 4.75 2.17
GICHSGFIN 256.85 1.8 0.71
GICRE 309.05 -11.15 -3.48
GILLETTE 6569.95 42.45 0.65
GLAXO 1369.9 -12.9 -0.93
GLENMARK 655 -20.9 -3.09
GMDCLTD 86.2 -0.3 -0.35
GMRINFRA 16.2 0.25 1.57
GNFC 362.35 -7.55 -2.04
GODFRYPHLP 826.35 -10 -1.2
GODREJAGRO 523 -1.95 -0.37
GODREJCP 711 26.85 3.92
GODREJIND 500.1 1.1 0.22
GODREJPROP 608.1 2.75 0.45
GPPL 98.3 -1.7 -1.7

GRANULES 103.5 -1.5 -1.43
GRAPHITE 999.3 -10.15 -1.01
GRASIM 875 -2.3 -0.26
GREAVESCOT 122 -0.2 -0.16
GREENPLY 140.25 0.9 0.65
GRINDWELL 485.05 -4.95 -1.01
GRUH 301.55 1.3 0.43
GSFC 107.45 -1.4 -1.29
GSKCONS 7210.05 -1.3 -0.02
GSPL 182.6 2.2 1.22
GUJALKALI 581.75 -7.95 -1.35
GUJFLUORO 929.05 3.5 0.38
GUJGAS 627.65 -0.75 -0.12
GULFOILLUB 775 -14.4 -1.82
HAL 858.6 4.45 0.52
HATSUN 615.35 -2.05 -0.33

HAVELLS 672 7.55 1.14
HCC 13.9 -0.08 -0.57
HCLTECH 996.4 -36.45 -3.53
HDFC 1838.45 14.4 0.79
HDFCBANK 1958.45 29.25 1.52
HDFCLIFE 400.55 1.6 0.4
HDIL 22.6 1.05 4.87
HEG 4116.25 -57 -1.37
HEIDELBERG 150.45 1.05 0.7
HERITGFOOD 525.85 -4.05 -0.76
HEROMOTOCO 2855 -18.45 -0.64
HEXAWARE 316 0.75 0.24
HFCL 20.35 -0.15 -0.73
HIMATSEIDE 248.9 -7.5 -2.93
HINDALCO 229.75 -1.85 -0.8
HINDCOPPER 51.3 -0.8 -1.54
HINDPETRO 243.8 11.05 4.75
HINDUNILVR 1704.1 31.95 1.91
HINDZINC 264.05 -0.85 -0.32
HONAUT 20453.25 -45.75 -0.22
HSCL 132 1.75 1.34
HSIL 248.05 -2.9 -1.16
HUDCO 44.85 0.15 0.34
IBREALEST 90.75 0.35 0.39
IBULHSGFIN 838.95 -2.2 -0.26
IBVENTURES 447.85 16.75 3.89
ICICIBANK 366.6 5.7 1.58
ICICIGI 815 5.1 0.63
ICICIPRULI 336.9 -17.85 -5.03
ICIL 61.25 -1.2 -1.92
IDBI 60.5 0.6 1
IDEA 41.45 0.75 1.84
IDFC 38.35 0.35 0.92
IDFCBANK 35.7 0.35 0.99
IEX 158.9 -4.3 -2.63
IFBIND 895.6 -1.5 -0.17
IFCI 13.75 -0.23 -1.65
IGL 269.05 -3 -1.1
IL&FSTRANS 20 0.9 4.71
INDHOTEL 130.75 0.4 0.31
INDIACEM 90.5 -1.05 -1.15
INDIANB 225.9 3 1.35
INDIGO 1048.6 74.7 7.67
INDUSINDBK 1513.35 28.95 1.95
INFIBEAM 53.3 -2.45 -4.39
INFRATEL 261 2.6 1.01
INFY 653.45 -12.25 -1.84
INOXLEISUR 222.45 2.55 1.16
INOXWIND 83.85 -3.7 -4.23
INTELLECT 250.8 -7.65 -2.96
IOB 14.5 0 0
IOC 145.4 4.1 2.9
IPCALAB 742.1 18.3 2.53
IRB 138.1 -3.1 -2.2
ISGEC 5410 -87.9 -1.6
ITC 276.6 -0.3 -0.11

ITDC 309.9 5.05 1.66
ITDCEM 115.2 0.85 0.74
ITI 91.55 1.1 1.22
J&KBANK 39.65 -1.1 -2.7
JAGRAN 113.45 2.3 2.07
JAICORPLTD 115.85 -1.7 -1.45
JAMNAAUTO 73.2 -1.1 -1.48
JBCHEPHARM 309.5 3.95 1.29
JCHAC 1790 18.05 1.02
JETAIRWAYS 257.75 3.1 1.22
JINDALSAW 83.65 -1.1 -1.3
JINDALSTEL 176 -6.4 -3.51
ZYDUSWELL 1146 -3.1 -0.27
KRBL 335.25 -10.3 -2.98
KSCL 522.1 -12.05 -2.26
KTKBANK 107 0.7 0.66

KWALITY 8.09 -0.42 -4.94
L&TFH 133.7 -1.6 -1.18
LAKSHVILAS 89.6 -0.45 -0.5
LALPATHLAB 848 -17.55 -2.03
LAOPALA 227 6.75 3.06
LAURUSLABS 374 6.55 1.78
LAXMIMACH* 5990 -170.05 -2.76
LICHSGFIN 453.95 17.2 3.94
LINDEINDIA 646.45 27.75 4.49
LT 1383.95 -7.2 -0.52

LTI 1668.5 -31.6 -1.86
LTTS 1560.05 -44.55 -2.78
LUPIN 841.3 -11.85 -1.39
LUXIND 1525.35 -29.3 -1.88
M&M 770.4 -20.75 -2.62
M&MFIN 433.9 -1.65 -0.38
MAGMA 114.6 5 4.56
MAHABANK 13.6 -0.31 -2.23
MAHINDCIE 262.6 -4.4 -1.65
MAHLIFE 410.4 2.6 0.64
MANAPPURAM 85.05 0 0
MANPASAND 94.55 -0.1 -0.11
MARICO 347.7 9.6 2.84
MARUTI 7372.35 225.95 3.16
MAXINDIA 73.2 0.7 0.97
MCX 695.2 -14.65 -2.06
MEGH 67.05 -2.25 -3.25
MFSL 393.1 -14.85 -3.64
MGL 841.55 -13 -1.52
MHRIL 219.35 -3.75 -1.68
MINDACORP 131 -0.6 -0.46

MINDAIND 358 6.75 1.92
MINDTREE 847.4 2.9 0.34
MMTC 30.6 -0.8 -2.55
MOIL 174.25 -2.1 -1.19
MONSANTO 2530 -49.95 -1.94
MOTHERSUMI 153.6 -12.6 -7.58
MOTILALOFS 660 16.55 2.57
MPHASIS 954.15 -9.05 -0.94
MRF 65250 -575.75 -0.87
MRPL 81.8 0.55 0.68
MUTHOOTFIN 455 4.45 0.99
NATCOPHARM 718 -20.55 -2.78
NATIONALUM 66.75 -0.7 -1.04
NAUKRI 1380 -3 -0.22
NAVINFLUOR 651 -10.85 -1.64
NAVKARCORP 61 -1.4 -2.24
NAVNETEDUL 110.55 -1.4 -1.25
NBCC 65.55 0 0
NBVENTURES 117.75 -0.75 -0.63
NCC 87.35 -2.55 -2.84
NESTLEIND 10448 282.55 2.78
NETWORK18 40.7 0.35 0.87
NH 248.4 3.25 1.33
NHPC 27.1 0.05 0.18
NIACL 220 -0.85 -0.38
NIITTECH 1144.95 -29.65 -2.52
NILKAMAL 1585 18.5 1.18
NLCINDIA 81.65 0.85 1.05
NMDC 107.7 0.25 0.23
NOCIL 170.7 -5 -2.85
NTPC 157.3 0.9 0.58
OBEROIRLTY 395.05 -9.05 -2.24
OFSS 3475 -45.65 -1.3
OIL 202.7 2.15 1.07
OMAXE 210.25 -0.45 -0.21
ONGC 160.75 4.25 2.72
ORIENTBANK 85.55 2.45 2.95
ORIENTCEM 85 -2.7 -3.08
PAGEIND 27650 -1408.15 -4.85
PARAGMILK 245.9 2.2 0.9
PCJEWELLER 86.55 -3.4 -3.78
PEL 2281.15 -12.6 -0.55
PERSISTENT 546.35 6.5 1.2
PETRONET 221.5 -1.55 -0.69
PFC 103.65 1.25 1.22
PFIZER 2799.75 -61.8 -2.16
PFS 16.9 -0.55 -3.15
PGHH 9526 6.45 0.07
PHILIPCARB 213.1 -4 -1.84
PHOENIXLTD 600.95 -3.95 -0.65
PIDILITIND 1091.45 32.25 3.04
PIIND 831.65 5.95 0.72
PNB 70.8 0.8 1.14
PNBHOUSING 977 20.4 2.13
PNCINFRA 147 -1 -0.68
POWERGRID 186 1.75 0.95
PRESTIGE 180 -2.8 -1.53
PRSMJOHNSN 86.9 -0.5 -0.57
PTC 78.5 1.25 1.62
PVR 1415.9 20.25 1.45
QUESS 767.2 -10.6 -1.36
RADICO 444.7 3.45 0.78
RAIN 168.85 -10.2 -5.7
RAJESHEXPO 567 2.65 0.47
RALLIS 171 -2.55 -1.47
RAMCOCEM 610.3 4.85 0.8
RATNAMANI 860.05 -27.15 -3.06
RAYMOND 769.5 -1.5 -0.19
RBLBANK 548.3 -6.15 -1.11
RCF 61.15 -1.45 -2.32
RCOM 13.68 0.12 0.88
RECLTD 124.55 0.45 0.36
REDINGTON 93.9 0.8 0.86
RELAXO 799.85 10.1 1.28
RELCAPITAL 252.2 -7.3 -2.81
RELIANCE 1096.1 -3.45 -0.31
RELINFRA 348.55 -7.8 -2.19
REPCOHOME 405 -4.65 -1.14
RNAM 166 2 1.22
RNAVAL 13.86 0.16 1.17
RPOWER 30.5 0 0
SADBHAV 224.15 8.2 3.8
SAIL 64.25 -0.45 -0.7
SANOFI 6100 14.05 0.23
SBILIFE 584.8 13.75 2.41
SBIN 283.7 5.55 2
SCHAEFFLER 5517.2 187.6 3.52
SCHNEIDER 110 4.15 3.92
SCI 46.15 -1.15 -2.43
SFL 1394 45.35 3.36
SHANKARA 932.75 -38.35 -3.95
SHARDACROP 325 10.6 3.37
SHILPAMED 379.15 -11.1 -2.84
SHK 190.5 -2.35 -1.22
SHOPERSTOP 503.25 -0.25 -0.05
SHREECEM 15300 169.65 1.12

SHRIRAMCIT 1551.65 -28.2 -1.78
SIEMENS 887 -28.65 -3.13
SIS 815 -5 -0.61
SJVN 28 0 0
SKFINDIA 1858.05 13.05 0.71
SOBHA 448.35 -6.05 -1.33
SOLARINDS 1025 16.35 1.62
SOMANYCERA 304.05 -11.35 -3.6
SONATSOFTW 335 -0.35 -0.1
SOUTHBANK 14.88 -0.27 -1.78
SPARC 274.75 -8.2 -2.9
SPICEJET 83.7 2.3 2.83
SREINFRA 35.3 -1.15 -3.16
SRF 2045.85 -23 -1.11
SRTRANSFIN 1239 16.65 1.36
STARCEMENT 98.9 -0.9 -0.9
STRTECH 363.3 -5.85 -1.58
SUDARSCHEM 353 -4.45 -1.24
SUNCLAYLTD 3564.65 -96.7 -2.64
SUNDRMFAST 528 -5.7 -1.07
SUNPHARMA 520.35 -41.35 -7.36
SUNTECK 340.7 16.55 5.11
SUNTV 613.85 3.1 0.51
SUPPETRO 208.45 -6.6 -3.07
SUPRAJIT 218 -12.85 -5.57
SUPREMEIND 986.95 -6.85 -0.69
SUVEN 247.75 -4.85 -1.92
SUZLON 5.81 -0.21 -3.49
SWANENERGY 103 1 0.98
SYMPHONY 980.5 17.35 1.8
SYNDIBANK 34.4 -0.05 -0.15
SYNGENE 580 -1.55 -0.27
TAKE 159.05 -4.7 -2.87
TATACHEM 698.05 10.85 1.58
TATACOFFEE 98.75 1.7 1.75
TATACOMM 525.05 8.7 1.68
TATAELXSI 994.2 -15.6 -1.54
TATAGLOBAL 217.95 -1.95 -0.89
TATAINVEST 800.9 98.5 14.02
TATAMETALI 686.35 33.05 5.06
TATAMOTORS 176.8 -3 -1.67
TATAMTRDVR 97.05 -1.3 -1.32
TATAPOWER 77.9 1.95 2.57
TATASTEEL 588.95 -0.2 -0.03
TCS 1880.55 -55.25 -2.85
TEAMLEASE 2773 -30 -1.07
TECHM 700.15 -28.1 -3.86
TEJASNET 263.1 -1.95 -0.74
TEXRAIL 65.35 -0.55 -0.83
THERMAX 1034.25 -5.05 -0.49
THOMASCOOK 219.6 2.35 1.08
THYROCARE 550.7 -1.95 -0.35
TIFHL 478.5 0.95 0.2
TIMETECHNO 120.6 -5.5 -4.36
TIMKEN 516.1 -5.15 -0.99
TITAN 892.2 -2.35 -0.26
TNPL 263.25 1.15 0.44
TORNTPHARM 1646.85 -40.6 -2.41
TORNTPOWER 265.75 0.25 0.09
TRENT 328 2.05 0.63
TRIDENT 68.65 -1.7 -2.42
TRITURBINE 112.8 0.3 0.27
TTKPRESTIG 6850 -46.2 -0.67
TV18BRDCST 36.5 -0.05 -0.14
TVSMOTOR 554.85 10 1.84
TVSSRICHAK 2620 34.7 1.34
TVTODAY 372 1.05 0.28
UBL 1300.15 2.05 0.16
UCOBANK 19.65 -0.3 -1.5
UFLEX 312 1.15 0.37
UJJIVAN 217.5 6.4 3.03
ULTRACEMCO 3880 52.7 1.38
UNICHEMLAB 214.75 -2.05 -0.95
UNIONBANK 80.55 0.7 0.88
UPL 759.95 20.85 2.82
VBL 792.5 0.4 0.05
VEDL 204.2 -1.65 -0.8
VENKYS 2308.9 -21.75 -0.93
VGUARD 192.9 1.85 0.97
VIJAYABANK 42.4 0.6 1.44
VINATIORGA 1505.1 -5.1 -0.34
VIPIND 445.2 18.8 4.41
VMART 2280 25.15 1.12
VOLTAS 542.4 -1.65 -0.3
VTL 1065.15 -12.05 -1.12
WABAG 290 -1.9 -0.65
WABCOINDIA 6640 -182.25 -2.67
WELCORP 142.35 -6.6 -4.43
WELSPUNIND 62.95 1.95 3.2
WHIRLPOOL 1428.3 -2.35 -0.16
WIPRO 324.7 -1.35 -0.41
WOCKPHARMA 528.4 0.75 0.14
YESBANK 222.5 -3.1 -1.37
ZEEL 434.25 -3.95 -0.9
ZENSARTECH 247.2 -3.5 -1.4
ZYDUSWELL 1146 -3.1 -0.27

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIGH LOW LTP CHANGE
HINDPETRO 242 261.65 241.25 242.2 9.4
BPCL 313 329.4 312.85 314.05 10.9
UPL 738.2 761.8 736.5 759 22.45
MARUTI 7,180.10 7,409.00 7,180.10 7,350.20 199.75
IOC 146 155.5 144.2 145.2 3.8
ONGC 157.7 163.9 157.25 160.6 4.1
ASIANPAINT 1,312.00 1,337.95 1,302.00 1,318.00 33.1
ULTRACEMCO 3,838.00 3,978.30 3,830.35 3,910.00 80.1
HINDUNILVR 1,672.00 1,739.50 1,668.05 1,706.00 34.9
SBIN 280.4 287.7 278 283.05 5
INDUSINDBK 1,498.00 1,529.00 1,492.50 1,512.00 26.45
HDFCBANK 1,938.55 1,960.00 1,936.60 1,959.90 32.15
ICICIBANK 365 369.9 361.3 366.3 5.4
BHARTIARTL 300 311.8 298 301.15 3.6
HDFC 1,836.00 1,850.00 1,830.25 1,838.00 13.3
POWERGRID 184.3 187 184.1 185.35 1.3
DRREDDY 2,449.90 2,470.00 2,406.80 2,455.00 16.95
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,675.00 2,714.90 2,652.00 2,680.00 14.5
GRASIM 881 891.7 868 881 4.75
NTPC 157 160.6 156.4 157.5 0.7
INFRATEL 260 261.5 256.85 259.1 0.7
BAJFINANCE 2,299.00 2,315.00 2,265.00 2,287.00 2
ZEEL 440 470 420.7 438.15 0.05
RELIANCE 1,105.05 1,112.65 1,085.50 1,099.00 -0.45
BAJAJFINSV 5,606.00 5,648.00 5,560.00 5,569.10 -2.6
COALINDIA 267 267 263.75 265.3 -0.25
EICHERMOT 23,300.00 24,184.00 23,056.00 23,198.65 -43.2
ITC 278.1 278.4 274.65 276.15 -0.7
ADANIPORTS 335.3 337 329.5 332.4 -1.7
LT 1,394.00 1,398.00 1,379.00 1,384.00 -7.1
WIPRO 325 326.1 318.65 324.15 -2
IBULHSGFIN 851 854.9 835.05 836.6 -5.35
TITAN 897.05 897.5 883 891.5 -6
TATASTEEL 605 610.6 584.3 584.5 -4.7
VEDL 206.5 207.9 203.55 203.8 -1.8
HEROMOTOCO 2,898.90 2,927.40 2,823.00 2,851.85 -27.85
AXISBANK 622.25 623.3 608.8 610.6 -7.7
HINDALCO 232.75 233.4 228.3 228.6 -2.95
CIPLA 530.6 532.6 517 520.9 -7.2
YESBANK 226.9 229 221 222.05 -3.4
TATAMOTORS 180.5 183 176.25 176.75 -2.75
INFY 665.7 665.7 640.5 652.4 -13.3
M&M 793.1 797.4 765.5 772.15 -17.9
JSWSTEEL 351 353.75 337.25 338.25 -9.85
TCS 1,925.00 1,929.90 1,870.00 1,880.00 -54.95
HCLTECH 1,031.00 1,031.40 963 997 -36.2
KOTAKBANK 1,170.10 1,175.00 1,122.40 1,125.00 -40.9
GAIL 366.2 367.3 349.55 352.5 -12.85
TECHM 725 727.9 692.1 702 -26.05
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SCRIP OPEN HIGH LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 10,634.90 10,651.60 10,532.70 10,576.30 -6.2
HINDPETRO 242 261.65 241.25 242.2 9.4
BPCL 313 329.4 312.85 314.05 10.9
UPL 738.2 761.8 736.5 759 22.45
MARUTI 7,180.10 7,409.00 7,180.10 7,350.20 199.75
IOC 146 155.5 144.2 145.2 3.8
ONGC 157.7 163.9 157.25 160.6 4.1
ASIANPAINT 1,312.00 1,337.95 1,302.00 1,318.00 33.1
ULTRACEMCO 3,838.00 3,978.30 3,830.35 3,910.00 80.1
HINDUNILVR 1,672.00 1,739.50 1,668.05 1,706.00 34.9
SBIN 280.4 287.7 278 283.05 5
INDUSINDBK 1,498.00 1,529.00 1,492.50 1,512.00 26.45
HDFCBANK 1,938.55 1,960.00 1,936.60 1,959.90 32.15
ICICIBANK 365 369.9 361.3 366.3 5.4
BHARTIARTL 300 311.8 298 301.15 3.6
HDFC 1,836.00 1,850.00 1,830.25 1,838.00 13.3
POWERGRID 184.3 187 184.1 185.35 1.3
DRREDDY 2,449.90 2,470.00 2,406.80 2,455.00 16.95
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,675.00 2,714.90 2,652.00 2,680.00 14.5
GRASIM 881 891.7 868 881 4.75
NTPC 157 160.6 156.4 157.5 0.7
INFRATEL 260 261.5 256.85 259.1 0.7
BAJFINANCE 2,299.00 2,315.00 2,265.00 2,287.00 2
ZEEL 440 470 420.7 438.15 0.05
RELIANCE 1,105.05 1,112.65 1,085.50 1,099.00 -0.45
BAJAJFINSV 5,606.00 5,648.00 5,560.00 5,569.10 -2.6
COALINDIA 267 267 263.75 265.3 -0.25
EICHERMOT 23,300.00 24,184.00 23,056.00 23,198.65 -43.2
ITC 278.1 278.4 274.65 276.15 -0.7
ADANIPORTS 335.3 337 329.5 332.4 -1.7
LT 1,394.00 1,398.00 1,379.00 1,384.00 -7.1
WIPRO 325 326.1 318.65 324.15 -2
IBULHSGFIN 851 854.9 835.05 836.6 -5.35
TITAN 897.05 897.5 883 891.5 -6
TATASTEEL 605 610.6 584.3 584.5 -4.7
VEDL 206.5 207.9 203.55 203.8 -1.8
HEROMOTOCO2,898.90 2,927.40 2,823.00 2,851.85 -27.85
AXISBANK 622.25 623.3 608.8 610.6 -7.7
HINDALCO 232.75 233.4 228.3 228.6 -2.95
CIPLA 530.6 532.6 517 520.9 -7.2
YESBANK 226.9 229 221 222.05 -3.4
TATAMOTORS 180.5 183 176.25 176.75 -2.75
INFY 665.7 665.7 640.5 652.4 -13.3
M&M 793.1 797.4 765.5 772.15 -17.9
JSWSTEEL 351 353.75 337.25 338.25 -9.85
TCS 1,925.00 1,929.90 1,870.00 1,880.00 -54.95
HCLTECH 1,031.00 1,031.40 963 997 -36.2
KOTAKBANK 1,170.10 1,175.00 1,122.40 1,125.00 -40.9
GAIL 366.2 367.3 349.55 352.5 -12.85
TECHM 725 727.9 692.1 702 -26.05
SUNPHARMA 557.2 558.8 516 520.8 -40.95
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Dhaka: Bangladesh on
Wednesday was preparing to
go ahead with the planned
repatriation of hundreds of
thousands of Rohingya
refugees who last year fled a
violent military crackdown in
Myanmar, despite concerns
over their safety.

The plans to send Rohingya
refugees back to Myanmar
gathered momentum, with
reports of Bangladesh armed
forces gathering in the Cox’s
Bazar camps and allegations
that refugees were assaulted by
the authorities for refusing to
cooperate, according to a report
in the Guardian.

The first phase of the
Rohingya’s return to Myanmar
will begin on Thursday, accord-
ing to an agreement signed
between the two countries on
November 23, 2017.

“We have seen their con-
cerns, but so far the decision
has not been changed,” Refugee
Relief and Repatriation
Commissioner Abul Kalam
told Efe news.

The two governments
agreed to repatriate 2,251 of
some 723,000 Rohingya
refugees living in camps in
Cox’s Bazaar of Bangladesh.

The Army, police and para-
military troops moved into sev-
eral of the camps in Bangladesh,
where over 7,00,000 Rohingya
have been living after fleeing a
campaign of violence, described
as genocide by a UN fact-find-
ing mission.

According to the Guardian,
there have been reports of
Bangladesh camp officials
assaulting Rohingya refugees
who refused to cooperate, in a
sign that the repatriations may
not be voluntary, despite mul-
tiple assurances by Bangladesh
that it would not force any
Rohingya to go back. 

Meanwhile, UN High
Commissioner for 
Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet on Tuesday urged
Bangladesh to halt the plan,
warning that the repatriation
would violate international law
and put the lives of the refugees
at serious risk.

Rohingya leaders echoed
those concerns, saying 
it was too soon to start the
repatriation.

“This repatriation is not
going to be sustainable,” Abdur
Rahim, a leader of Arakan
Rohingya Society for Peace and
Human Rights, said. IANS

Peshawar/Islamabad: A top
police officer of Pakistan’s
Peshawar city has been found
dead in Afghanistan, 18 days
after he was abducted to the
war-torn country by unidenti-
fied militants, authorities said
on Wednesday.

Superintendent of Police
(Peshawar) Tahir Khan Dawar
left his residence in Islamabad
for an evening walk on October
27 but did not return home.

His mobile phone’s last

location was traced somewhere
in Jhelum city of Punjab
province. 

After being contacted, he
said that he was fine and there
was no threat to his life.

The Islamabad police had
constituted various teams to
trace him. Peshawar city police
in a statement said that the offi-
cer had been on a short leave
to Islamabad to meet his fam-
ily. His abductors released a
picture of him along with a let-

ter of the Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan’s Khurasani group
claiming responsibility for the
kidnapping and the killing.
Information Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Shaukat
Yusafzai said that Dawar was
ruthlessly killed by the abduc-
tors in Afghanistan. He was in
captivity for 18 days.

The Afghan Foreign
Ministry has confirmed the
recovery of a body with the ser-
vice card of Dawar. PTI

London: The UK is “signifi-
cantly closer” to delivering on
the result of the Brexit vote,
Theresa May has told MPs.

The PM was speaking
before a crunch cabinet meet-
ing where she is seeking her
senior ministers’ backing for
the UK and EU’s draft agree-
ment. She told the Commons it
would give the UK control of
borders, laws and money - and
also protect business and jobs.
But Jeremy Corbyn said the UK
would be stuck in an “indefinite
half-way house without any
real say” over the rules.

Speaking at PM’s
Questions, the Labour leader
said May was putting a “false
choice” before Parliament
between her “botched deal and
no deal”. Agencies

Singapore: Myanmar’s leader
Aung San Suu Kyi has rebuffed
criticism over her government’s
treatment of its ethnic
Rohingya Muslims.

US Vice-President Mike
Pence told Suu Kyi on
Wednesday that the violence,
which led more than 7,00,000
of the country’s Rohingya
minority to flee for Bangladesh
since August 2017, was “with-
out excuse.” 

Pence also said Myanmar’s
arrests and convictions of two

Reuters journalists was “deeply
troubling” to millions of
Americans.

Pence and Suu Kyi met on
the sidelines of the annual
summit of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations in
Singapore. Pence said the meet-
ing was at Suu Kyi’s request.

Suu Kyi said only Myanmar
was in a position to explain
what happened and how it saw
things, just as Americans could
best understand what is hap-
pening there. AP
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Jerusalem: Israeli Defence
Minister Avigdor Lieberman
resigned on Wednesday and
called for early elections, accus-
ing Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of “capitulating to
terror” and surrendering before
the Islamist group Hamas over
a Gaza ceasefire agreement.

Over 460 rockets and mor-
tar shells were fired at southern
Israel in 25 hours on Monday
and Tuesday, according to the
Israeli army. The Iron Dome
missile defence system inter-
cepted over 100 of them. Most
of the rest landed in open
fields, but dozens landed inside
Israeli cities and towns, killing
one person, injuring dozens
more, and causing significant
property damage.

In response, the Israeli mil-
itary targeted approximately 160
sites in the Gaza Strip connect-
ed to Hamas and Palestinian
Islamic Jihad terror groups,
including four facilities that the
army designated as “key strate-
gic assets”. As news of a cease-
fire between the Israeli govern-
ment and Hamas — which con-
trols the Gaza Strip —broke,
Liberman’s office put out a state-
ment saying any claim that he
had backed ending Israel’s offen-
sive was “fake news”. PTI 
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Children’s Day may well be celebrat-
ed every year on November 14 to

commemorate Prime Minister Jawahar
Lal Nehru’s birth anniversary and
increase awareness of rights, care and
education of children. But a survey this
year shows that we may have well fall-
en short when it comes to parenting and
schooling them about a subject that is
sensitive and the knowledge of which
would prepare them to face a world of
predatory exploitation, that of sex. 

A study was conducted across var-
ious demographics to understand dig-
ital media and its behavioural impact
on children recorded some interesting
insights. It was found that six out of 10
parents do not talk about sex education
with their children. A mere one-third
of parents with older kids (15-17 years)
claimed to be talking to their kids about
sex education, according to a research
by a market research and analysis
company, Velocity MR. Only one-third
of the kids’ parents say are exposed to
sex education at school.

Seven in every 10 kids across age
groups play online games with friends
around the world and nine in 10 par-
ents of kids in the age group 6-10 years
unanimously agree that the pop-ups
expose their child/children to unwant-
ed content. Approximately, one in
every two children spends two-three
hours daily on the internet.  Six in every
10 parents agree that online games have
a negative impact on their child’s
behaviour.

But there are more number of par-
ents who believe that the internet
helps in education of the child. As many
as nine in every 10 parents believe that.
“With the growing presence and usage
of digital media, our younger genera-
tion has been adopting digital media
exponentially. Even though social
media may not be a safe place for kids,
there is peer pressure for children to
have an online identity,” said Jasal
Shah, managing director of the compa-
ny. “It’s shocking to see that most par-
ents do not talk about sex education
with their children. In India, according
to our data, 53 per cent of children
between the ages of five and 12 have
been subjected to some form of sexu-
al abuse. There are numerous miscon-
ceptions surrounding sex education in
India,” he added. 

Gone are the days when children
loved to indulge in outdoor activities.
The influence of technology in the field
of gaming continues to grow at a rapid
pace. As computer and video games

have increased exponentially in pop-
ularity over time, they have also caused
drastic behavioural changes among the
current generation of children. A
recent online game called Blue Whale
which was causing suicide among
children is an example of the adverse
effects of online gaming. All these
shows that parents must play an active
role in monitoring their children
online activity.

With access to the internet through
multiple points, children are learning
to use the internet at a younger age.
Close to 55 per cent parents say, their
kids started using the internet between
six and10 years of age and three in every

five kids having access to an internet-
based TV. But not all parents see the
access to be detrimental. Eight of 10
parents of children aged six to 10 years
are positive about TV viewing. 

Mobile phones have become the
primary interface to access the internet
and with that comes access to unwant-
ed content that can not be always mon-
itored. Even though three fourth of the
parents say that they have never caught
their kids watching unwanted content,
two third of them use measures to
restrict their internet access.

Parents of young kids (six-10 years)
tend to monitor their usage of the inter-
net the most; followed by 11-14 years
(nine in every 10) and 15-17 year (eight
in every 10).

Access to social media has also
become prolific with more than eight
in every 10 kids having access and using
it for maximum of about 3 hours daily.
Eight in every 10 parents discuss the
usage and dangers of social media with
their kids and nine in every 10 of the
parents with minor kids with access to
social media monitor their social media
usage. 

The research was conducted on a
sample size of 2,268 covering prominent
Indian metros including Mumbai,
Delhi, Bangalore, Kolkata, Hyderabad,
Chennai, Ahmedabad, and Pune. 

After months of speculation,
a royal tenor and well-
guarded info corridors and

spaces, Bollywood actors Ranveer
Singh and Deepika Padukone
made vows to each other at a
dream-like wedding in Italy’s Lake
Como with a traditional Konkani
ceremony. This  will be followed by
a Sindhi ceremony on November
15. 

The wedding took place at the
Villa Del Belbianello with only inti-
mate friends and family around.
Both Ranveer and Deepika chose
Sabyasachi white and gold
Kanjeevaram creations, she a sari,
he possibly a kurta or sherwani.
Both will go for colour at the
Sindhi rituals, Deepika in bright
red and gold to be precise. 

Shrouded in privacy, it was a
storytellers’ day of how the couple
were truly magical. As per insider
reports,  the couple have done away
with the idea of gifts and
trousseaus, asking their guests to
donate it to Deepika’s NGO, the
Live, Love, Laugh Foundation.
Ranveer Singh reportedly went
down on his knees to ask for
Deepika’s hand on the day of
mehendi, during which they wore
colour-coordinated clothes. He
also made an emotional speech
professing his love for Deepika
which made her all teary-eyed.
Ranveer then hugged Deepika
and the couple exchanged rings
soon after. The ring ceremony was
attended by 40 guests, and this was
followed by a sit-down dinner.
There was also Bollywood music
to which the guests grooved to at
the party which followed. Ranveer
apparently performed to his song
Tu Ne Maari Entry... from the film
Gunday. Guests surprised them
with a mash-up of instrumentals
of songs from the duo’s films.
Ranveer even reportedly strung up
their private pictures as a video
story.  

The mandap was done up in
white while the massive villa was

decorated by  more than 10 florists
from another section of Italy. The
wedding ceremony ended on
Wednesday afternoon and was
followed by a lunch that would
include Indian cuisine. The couple
spared no expense and had report-
edly flown in Swiss chefs for their
wedding cake and desserts. 

The villa was wrapped up in
tight security to stop paparazzi and
the guests were also told about a
no-picture policy. So there were no
drones, the local boatmen were all
paid to not ply other tourists and
river patrol was in full swing, the
waterway being the preferred
mode of transport. Guests were
also given identity bands. Invites
had QR codes which had to be
scanned to enter. 

Right after the news of their
wedding was announced, their
Wikipedia bios were updated to
show spouse names.  

According to reports, the
sangeet and mehendi rituals, which
took place before the engagement,
were held on CastaDiva Resort and
Villa d’Este, which are close to the
wedding venue.  The mehendi cer-
emony was followed by a dinner
with the family. 

At the sangeet ceremony, it was
reported that Ranveer entered to
his Gunday song, Tune Maari
Entriyaan. Singers Harshdeep Kaur
and Shubha Mudgal performed at
the mehendi event. The A-list cou-
ple will have two receptions, one
in Bengaluru on November 21 and
another in Mumbai on November
28. Bollywood congratulated the
couple with Nimrat Kaur tweet-
ing, “Huge congratulations
@deepikapadukone and
@RanveerOfficial !! Here’s to the
blissful ever after of every step you
walk together...” while Karan Johar
tweeted “Such a stunning gor-
geous and beautiful couple!!!!
Nazar utar lo! @deepikapadukone
and @RanveerOfficial !! Badhai ho
!!! Love you both!!! Here’s to a life-
time of love and joy!”
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Be it swallowing a 40-centimetre sword
through peristalsis, taking rabbits out

of a hat, spreading cards on the table and
hypnotising the audience to pick the one
that the mastermind had already chosen or
probably cutting a man into two pieces in
a rectangular box and joining him back to
perfect shape... In a magician’s world mir-
acles are nothing but illusions.

Illusionist Alexander Magu makes a pit
stop in India for the second time to stun
audience and share stories of what drove
him in the first place to play with the human
mind. He narrates his story of how as a 17-
year-old boy growing up in St Petersburg,
he went crazy over a trick his friend once
performed and decided to never return
from this winding path of wizardry.

“It isn’t a profession very highly pre-
ferred or chosen. It’s all about ideas, imag-
ination and a story-telling capacity to hold
the audience,” he told us. The initial years
were a struggle for Magu whose parents
were reluctant about his career choice. Had
it not been for magic, he would “have been
working in the Russian Railways.”

So is it only about playing pranks that
could amuse people? “No,” he says. “It takes
a lot of training and practice to gain exper-
tise in an act. And it is not magic, it is just
a play of psychology and mind-counselling
techniques.”

Today, Magu loves his job that not only
lets him explore the world but also “lets me
explore the human mind and its numerous
possibilities. The beauty of the human mind
is that no matter how fearless it might con-
dition itself to be, it is as fearful, unbeliev-
able yet believable. It’s amazing how certain
things can amaze the mind.” He hugely
derives inspiration from the masterminds
Derren Brown, David Blaine and “of
course, David Copperfield.”

For Magu, the art is self-taught and as
much about being a seeker. He believes that
he is a self-made artist. He says, “I learnt
from the internet, books, looking at the

other famous illusionists, TV and films. I
am all by myself. I have never taken any spe-
cific education for this art. With time, I have
developed my own techniques.”

Magu even does subtle social messag-
ing. While performing in one of his acts
previously, he played with a cigarette and
a white scarf, making it disappear and re-
appear at unexpected places like nostrils
and wrist. In the end, the cigarette was mag-
ically lit and on his lips. The message was
to make cigarettes disappear from people’s
lives forever. However, this moral shift  took
a sentimental turn when he said that real
magic was all about love, friendship and
family.

There was a time when magicians
offered the audience a sneak peek into their
orchestrated and choreographed acts just
to keep the spectacle element alive. This was
the reason why shows like Criss Angel
Mindfreak, Master of Illusions, Doug
Henning’s The Magic Show, Breaking the
Magician’s Code: Magic’s Biggest Secrets
Finally Revealed became major TV hits.
Magu, however, believes that the popular-
ity of magic shows and pranks has still not
lessened and “neither it will. It is a very spe-
cial kind of act that has a lot of future. You
can reinvent and push the limit to infini-
ty.”

His tricks include mind-reading,
telekinesis, levitation and gravitational
illusions. While all these are merely “illu-
sions” and not “magic,” he explains how an
illusionist is different from a magician. “An
illusionist might leave your eyes wide open
and make your jaw drop but a magician can
make miracles happen. That’s magic,” says
he. From goosebumps, mind-reading,
comic magic to a complete theatrical
experience, Magu’s show will play “scary
pranks” and “play with your memory,” mak-
ing the impossible seem possible. 

(The show will be performed from
November 15 to 25, 7 pm to 9 pm, at

Upstage, Roseate House, Aerocity.)
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� What does the IABCA award
mean to you and the university at
large?

This award celebrates the
Australia-India relationship and the
contribution made by people towards
strengthening the bond between the
two countries. For me, this award is
important because it celebrates
Deakin’s 25 years in India, which has
been amazing from both personal and
professional perspective. It is also
important to celebrate the people
behind the success. Be it the team at
the India office or the leadership of the
university, it is the passion in people
that has dictated our fruitful journey.

� What made Deakin University
choose India for its first internation-
al office?

The second Prime Minister of
Australia, Alfred Deakin, on whom the
university is named, had a vision that
the Australia-India relationship is
going to be very important for the two
countries. Concurring with the same,
Deakin, being a young and innovative
university decided to embark on the
journey and establish its presence in
India not just to look at student
recruitment but to also work with
India, in India, for India. The whole
idea was to engage, contribute and to
exchange excellence in knowledge
between the two countries.

� With you at the helm of the oper-
ations, how has the 25-year long jour-
ney been so far?

To think of the journey so far, we
have to first think of India 25 years
ago. The globalisation of the Indian
economy and the education sector in
particular was a big change. Deakin
University was the first of its kind to
set up an office abroad and I remem-
ber, at that time there was no under-
standing of the how and why. Thus, we

had to first create that understating in
the market and then look at partner-
ships with the Indian universities. This
whole process has been very interest-
ing. We hardly understood globalisa-
tion ourselves; leave alone know its
implementation in terms of curricu-
lum, degree, decisions on infrastruc-
ture requirements and more impor-
tantly the impact on the student com-
munity. However, we have come a long
way, where today, Deakin’s South Asia
office and its activities are often show-
cased as a ‘case study’ of successful
model of engagement. We are indeed
proud to be featured as a successful
case study in the ‘India Economic
Strategy to 2035’ by the Australian
government. A document that charts
out Australia’s vision for economic
partnerships in India for next 20
years. 

� Please elaborate on some of the
partnerships in India

Over the past two decades, Deakin
has established strong strategic part-
nerships with premier institutions in
India, both with industry and acade-
mia. The university provides strategic
inputs in teaching and learning pro-
grams besides offering various options
for studies through semester abroad
programs, research, internships,
mobility and in-country capacity
building programs. We have partnered
with institutions in India such as All
India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), IIT Madras, National Skills
Development Council (NSDC), CII,
ISB, Centurion University, CEPT
University, NID, VIT University, IITs,
IISC, Symbiosis International
University, University of Mumbai,
Hyderabad University and Amity
University. Our strategic collaborations
to engage in areas of health science,
biotechnology and sports include
those with The Energy and Resources

Institute (TERI), Indian Premier
League team—Rajasthan Royals, Max
Healthcare, NIMHANS and Madras
Diabetes Research Foundation
(MDRF). We also run 
various Student Mobility Programs in

collaboration with some of these part-
ners under which, each year, about 200
Deakin students travel to engage in 
several activities.
� What are some of Deakin’s initia-
tives to encourage research in India
and Australia?

We work closely with premier aca-
demic institutions, government bod-
ies, key industry bodies to engage in
cutting-edge research in community
based topics in the areas of science,
material, manufacturing, manage-
ment, social sciences and CSR. The
Deakin India Research Initiative
(DIRI) is at the helm of our commit-
ment to build a robust knowledge
cohort. Currently, DIRI involves over
80 projects over 20 organisations
across India. The establishment of
research centres of excellences like the
TERI Deakin Nanobiotechnology
Centre, the TOBY Playpad Laboratory
and the Centre of Excellence in
Advanced Materials with IIT Madras,
have been some of the key milestones.

� Does the university offer scholar-
ships to Indian students to study at
Deakin? Are there any specific stu-
dent engagement activities?

In a first of its kind initiative,
Deakin has established a scholarship
program—‘Changing Lives’, with
NDTV, which offers 100 per cent
scholarship on tuition fee. For research
programs, the Indian government
offers ‘Endeavour Scholarships’ where
the government would spend on stu-
dents to spend time at Deakin. For the
undergraduate and postgraduate stu-
dents, Deakin offers meritorious schol-
arships ranging from 10-25 per cent
and four 100 per cent scholarships for
the best in various fields. We heavily
subsidise the education for Indian and
South Asian students to encourage
them to experience world-class facil-
ities at Deakin University.
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BUILDING
PARTNERSHIPS AND
ENGAGING WITH THE

GOVERNMENT,
INDUSTRY AND

ACADEMIA IN INDIA, HAS
PUT DEAKIN UNIVERSITY,

AUSTRALIA, IN THE
SPOTLIGHT AS A
PLATFORM FOR

KNOWLEDGE BUILDING
AND EXCELLENCE IN

EDUCATION
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An unexplored tourism par-
adise—Manipur, has a lot

to offer to every tourist to the
state. This year, the state is back
with its grandest festival—
Manipur Sangai Festival—to
celebrate the rich culture, her-
itage and culture of this pristine
land.

An annual affair, the
Manipur Sangai Festival is cel-
ebrated from November 21 to
30. The festival takes its name
from the state’s unique, shy
and gentle brow-antlered,
Sangai deer or the dancing
deer. The Sangai deer is found
only in Manipur’s floating
Keibul Lamjao National Park at
the Loktak Lake. The festival has
great profundity in showcasing
its rich art and cultural heritage
and celebrating the various eth-
nic diversities in Manipur.

The chairman of the
Tourism Corporation of
Manipur Limited, Dr Sapam
Ranjan, informed that the fes-
tival will be inaugurated at
Imphal on November 21. Two
other districts of the state—
Bishnupur and Senapati,  will
also play host to the festival and
have a line-up of events ranging
from half-marathons, water
sports and trekking along with
other adventure activities. He
was speaking at the curtain-rais-
er of the festival which was
recently organised at the Select
CityWalk mall at Saket in New
Delhi.

The member of parliament
and Padma Bhushan awardee
Mary Kom, the former boxing
world champion and Arjuna
awardee Sarita Laishram, along
with the former Indian football
team captain P Kenedy Singh,
marked their presence at the
event to promote the festival in
the capital. Officials from
Manipur Tourism along with its

stakeholders shared updates on
the preparations for the largest
tourism festival of the state.

“Taking the festival as an
opportunity, we are here to
connect with our potential
stakeholders in the capital city
of the country. We wish to invite
them to come to our state and
enjoy our cultural extravagan-
za. Manipur holds great many

surprises for every visitor. The
profound natural beauty of the
state and the unique attractions
that we have, like the floating
national park of Keibul Lamjao
and Sangai are found nowhere
else in the world,” said Ranjan.

A variety of dance forms of
over 34 recognised tribes of
Manipur will be the special
attraction of this mega tourism
event. The main venue of the
festival at Hapta Kangjeibung,
Imphal, entertains visitors with
its mesmerising performances
of renowned artists from all
over the world every evening.
The famous Rass Leela dance of
Manipur is a must watch
amongst the variety of perfor-
mances by folk dance artists.

“Manipur receives the max-
imum number of visitors dur-
ing this time of the year when

we celebrate our biggest tourism
festival. The curtain raiser for
this festival is organised in
Delhi to create awareness
amongst potential visitors about
the state’s offerings as a tourist
destination. Manipur is largely
unexplored and offers huge
opportunities for adventure,
culture and rural tourism afi-
cionados,” said the tourism
director of the state government
W Ibohal Singh.

The director further added,
“Our state presents huge oppor-
tunities for adventure tourism
and we are exploring opportu-
nities to associate with domes-
tic and international adven-
ture tourism associations. It is
the right time for us to inform
travellers in the region that our
side is ready to welcome them
to the Manipur Sangai Festival.
The state is considered one of
the safest state for women trav-
ellers. It has a women’s only
market where many business-
women run their small veg-
etable stalls till late at night.”

Started in 2010, the festival
has grown by leaps and bounds
over the years and has become
a platform to boost tourist
inflow. The domestic tourist
inflow during 2010-11 was
recorded at 116,652 which
increased to164,483 in 2017-18.
Similarly, there has been a man-
ifold increase in foreign tourist
figures to the state from 431 in
2010-11 to 3,787 in 2017-18.
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Roger Federer staved off elimination
from the ATP Finals as the six-time
champion eased to a 6-2, 6-3 win over

Dominic Thiem on Tuesday.
After losing his opening match at

London's O2 Arena against Kei Nishikori,
Federer would have crashed out if he had
been beaten by Thiem.

Only once before has Federer failed to
qualify from his group for the knockout
rounds in his 15 previous appearances at the
prestigious season-ending event.

That lone flop came 10 years ago when
the Finals were held in Shanghai and
Federer is still in with a chance of avoiding
that ignominious fate thanks to his com-
fortable 66-minute dismissal of Thiem.

Bidding for a record seventh ATP
Finals crown and a first in the tournament
since 2011 — which would be the 100th sin-
gles title of his glittering career — world
number three Federer must beat South
Africa's Kevin Anderson in his last group
match to make the semi-finals.

"It feels good. I am very happy that I
showed a reaction after the last match,"
Federer said.

"Against Kei, instead of seeing things
positively, I thought negatively. It was dis-
appointing but it happens.

"Today I was more positive and happy
on the court. I love playing in London and
I had to remind myself what a privilege it
is. I hope I showed it."

Since winning his 20th Grand Slam title
at the Australian Open in January, Federer

has been stuck in a prolonged slump by his
sky-high standards.

A quarter-final exit at Wimbledon,
blowing a two-set lead against Anderson,
was followed by a stunning US Open last 16
defeat to Australian journeyman John

Millman.
The 37-

y e a r - o l d ' s
defeat in his

opening Finals match against Nishikori on
Sunday marked the first time Federer had
lost in straight sets in 46 group stage match-
es.

He responded to that setback by can-
celling his practice session on Monday,
sparking fears he was seriously hampered

by a hand injury that has troubled him since
the grass-court season in June and July.

Having cut a grumpy figure during his
error-strewn loss to Nishikori, Federer's spir-
its were lifted by this solid show, aided by

Thiem's 34 unforced errors.
After missing a break

point in the opening game,
Federer started to find his
rhythm and he landed the
first break for a 2-1 lead
when the world number
eight sent a forehand long.

Another break followed
in the seventh game as

Thiem netted a tame volley as Federer won
the first set with ease.

While it wasn't vintage Federer, he was
doing enough to take advantage of Thiem's
sloppy display as the French Open finalist
double-faulted to gift a break in the open-
ing game of the second set.

That was all the encouragement Federer
needed as he cruised to the finish line.

D:���:���������
Novak Djokovic moved closer to a place

in the semi-finals of the ATP Finals as the
world number one dispatched Alexander
Zverev 6-4, 6-1 on Wednesday.

Djokovic is chasing a sixth ATP Finals
title and his first in the prestigious season-

ending event at London's O2 Arena since
2015.

In his 11th appearance at the Finals, the
Serb will be guaranteed to reach the last four
for the eighth time if John Isner beats Marin
Cilic or if Cilic defeats Isner in three sets later
on Wednesday.

Djokovic, who beat Isner in his open-
ing group-stage match, has enjoyed a
remarkable renaissance in the second half
of 2018 and lifting the trophy on the banks
of the River Thames would be the perfect
way to finish his year.

Djokovic faces Cilic in his last group
match on Friday, while Zverev, who defeat-
ed Cilic to kick off his Finals campaign, takes
on Isner.

The 31-year-old was assailed by claims
he had lost his hunger for success and was
past his best after injury and personal issues
threatened to derail his career in 2017.

But Djokovic has banished his demons
in spectacular style, winning the Wimbledon
and US Open titles, returning to world num-
ber one and becoming the first player to win
all nine Masters 1,000 tournaments.

"I found it more difficult than in the first
match against John Isner. I played well mid-
way through the second set and started to
swing through the ball," said Djokovic, who
has suffered only two defeats in the Finals
since 2012.
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Olympic Silver medallist P V
Sindhu and Sameer

Verma notched up con-
trasting wins on
Wednesday to progress to
the second round of the

H o n g
Kong Open
World Tour
Super 500
tournament,

here.
Sindhu, seeded third, con-

tinued her consistent run as she
recovered from a mid-game

slump to surpass Thailand's
Nitchaon Jindapol 21-15 13-21

21-17 in the opening round
which lasted a little over an

hour.
It was Sindhu's fourth

win over the Thai player.
Sindhu, who won

three major Silver medals
this season — Commonwealth
Games, World Championship
and Asian Games — will take on
Korea's Sung Ji Hyun next.

The 23-year-old from
Hyderabad has a superior 8-5
head-to-head record against the
Korean.

In the men's singles, Sameer,
who clinched the Swiss Open and
Hyderabad Open this year, saw
off another Thai Suppanyu
Avihingsanon 21-17 21-14 to set
up a clash with China's Olympic
champion Chen Long.

However, former Singapore
Open champion B Sai Praneeth
was stunned by Khosit
Phetpradab of Thailand in a 62-
minute opener.

Praneeth had a 3-0 record
against Khosit ahead of the match
but it didn't matter as he went
down fighting 21-16, 11-21, 15-
21 to bow out of the tournament.
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Chief national badminton
coach Pullela Gopichand

termed the year gone by as a
"tough" one, but expressed
satisfaction that the target to
do well in major events was
achieved.

"Overall it's been a tough
year for us. We hardly had any
time for preparation. Overall
we had the Commonwealth
Games, the Asian Games and
World Championships- the
big events," Gopichand told
reporters on Wednesday.

"And whatever time we
had was not enough to really
work end-to-end on the mis-
take. But having said that we
still have (Kidambi) Srikanth
ranked high, (P V) Sindhu
ranked high.

"We have had medals at
the major events, whether it's
the Asian Games, CWG or
World Championships. So I
am happy with the perfor-
mances (of the shuttlers) and
looking forward to the com-
ing year," the chief national
coach explained.

Srikanth is currently

ranked ninth among men in
the world, while Rio Olympics
Silver medalist Sindhu is
ranked second among the
women.

"In this year, we had the
major events- Commonwealth
Games, Asian Games and
World Championships- and
we have been successful (in
those) and that was our target
for this year. And I'm happy
that at the end of the year they
(players) are able to maintain
their rankings,"  added

Gopichand.
Another top shuttler Saina

Nehwal won the CWG Gold
in April defeating compatriot
Sindhu in the final.

The Indian team also
clinched the Gold medal in
the team championship at
CWG held in Gold Coast,
Australia.

Gopichand also stressed
that extra effort was needed to
be done in all the areas.

"Every area needs work. If
you look at the way Sriknath

has played, he has lost to a
couple of them (players) quite
frequently, whether it is
(Kento) Momoto (Japan) or
Chou Tien Chen (Chinese
Taipei). There have been a few
losses there which have been
consistent, but if you have to
win the big ones, you have to
beat them and you have to
prepare for them, he said.

"And unfortunately we
had back-to-back (tourna-
ments), we had a week after
the Asian Games, came back
after two tournaments. We
had another week now, so this
is not enough time for the
preparation and I would like
to see a little longer stint," the
former All England champion
said.

Asked whether it was
important for top shuttlers to
pick and choose events,
Gopichand replied, "This year
was a tough one, with the
Commonwealth and Asian
Games. It was tough to pick.
And also players in the top 15
have to play a mandatory
number of event. So that
makes it even more tough. It's
easier said than done."
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Celebrated boxer M C Mary Kom will
aim for a historic  sixth Gold at the

AIBA Women' World Championships,
the build up of which has been marred
by a row over lone Kosovan boxer's par-
ticipation and poor quality air in the
national capital.

The 10th edition of the champi-
onships, set to be the biggest ever with
more than 300 participants from 72 coun-
tries, is being held in the backdrop of box-
ing's uncertain Olympic future in the
aftermath of controversial Uzbek busi-
nessman Gafur Rakhimov's election as
President.

Commensurate with its status as glob-
al power in women's boxing with the third
most number of medals in the history of
the event, India is hosting the champi-
onships for
the second
time after
2006 when

the country topped the table with eight
medals (4 Gold, 1 Silver, 3 Bronze).

The 10-member Indian team, which
is a mix of seasoned and young boxers,
is unlikely to repeat the 2006 feat but is
expecting at least three medals, including
a Gold.

The 35-year-old Mary Kom, who is
India's biggest hope, is tied with Katie
Taylor on five Gold medals and one more
will make her the most successful woman
boxer in history since the Irish pugilist has
turned a Pro.

The 'Magnificent Mary', who will
fight in the 48 kg, will also look to win
her second Gold in front of the home
crowd.

She has enjoyed a stellar year so far,
claiming Gold medals at the
Commonwealth Games, the inaugural
India Open and the International
Tournament in Poland.

However, the 2012 Olympics Bronze
medallist is aware that the road to Gold
will not be easy.

"There are boxers who are still play-
ing in my category since 2001. I know
them very well. The new boxers are
tougher and smarter, they are faster. I will
use my experience. The past boxers are
more or less the same, I know them,"

Mary Kom said.
Another veteran who will be seeking

her second Gold at the championships will
be Mary Kom's Manipur statemate L
Sarita Devi who will feature in 60kg. She
has five Asian titles besides winning Gold
in 2006 here.

The other eight in the team are Pinky
Jangra (51 Kg), Manisha Maun (54 Kg),
Sonia (57 Kg), Simranjit Kaur (64 Kg),
Lovlina Borgohain (69 Kg), Saweety
Boora (75 Kg), Bhagyabati Kachari (81
Kg) and Seema Poonia (+81 Kg).

The 10-day championships, which
run till November 24, will feature a host
of Olympic and World Championship
medallists.
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Eyeing a semi-finals berth, overwhelm-
ing favourites India will have to guard

against complacency when they play
Ireland in their third Group B match of the
ICC Women's World T20 here on
Thursday.

India are on a roll having convincingly
won their first two matches, including
against arch-rivals Pakistan two days ago.

Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur declared
open the tournament with her blazing
hundred against New Zealand at the
Providence, the same venue where India
will face Ireland.

Ireland, on the other hand, have lost
to both Australia and Pakistan.

India will enter the game against the
Irish as overwhelming favourites but
Kaur is aware that her team cannot afford
to take things for granted in this mega-
event.

Ireland cricket is known for its
fighting abilities and taking them
lightly will not be the way to go
for India, with qualification to the
last-four knocking on their doors.

Having eased past Pakistan a
couple of days after the big win
against the New Zealanders, India
will nevertheless fancy
their chances at the
Providence.

If Kaur was the star of
the opening win, the
team's most experienced
campaigner, Mithali Raj, showed the way
in the seven-wicket win over Pakistan.

While Jemimah Rodrigues started
her T20 career with a fine half-century, the
likes of Smriti Mandhana and Veda
Krishnamurthy will look to score some
runs against Ireland.

In bowling, off-break bowler Dyalan
Hemalatha and leg-spinner Poonam Yadav

shone with 10 wickets among
them so far, and the seamers will
look to get going in the coming
games.

�I����
India: Harmanpreet Kaur
(capt), Smriti Mandhana,

Mithali Raj, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Veda
Krishnamurthy, Deepti
Sharma, Taniya Bhatia,
Poonam Yadav, Radha
Yadav, Anuja Patil, Ekta

Bisht, Dayalan Hemalatha, Mansi Joshi,
Pooja Vastrakar, Arundhati Reddy
Ireland: Laura Delany (capt), Kim
Garth, Cecelia Joyce, Isobel Joyce,
Shauna Kavanagh, Amy Kenealy, Gaby
Lewis, Lara Maritz, Ciara Metcalfe, Lucy
OReilly, Celeste Raack, Eimear
Richardson, Clare Shillington, Rebecca
Stokell, Mary Waldron.
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Indian pace attack has been a revelation this
year during overseas tours but tougher con-
ditions in Australia will make it a very chal-

lenging series for the fast bowlers, reckons for-
mer speedster Ashish Nehra.

Nehra, who was a part of the Indian squad
that drew 1-1 during the 2003-04 series in
Australia, felt the current attack "has the abil-
ity" to succeed but conditions will be differ-
ent than what they got in England and South
Africa.

"Australian team is going through a mas-
sive restructuring and this is India's best
chance without doubt. We have the bowling

attack to beat them. But we need to be mind-
ful that conditions will be much tougher
Down Under where the wickets will be flat
and weather would be on warmer side," the
39-year-old Nehra said.

"In Australia, you will get extra
bounce but there will only be lateral
movement till the kookaburra seam
doesn't flatten. It won't be like England
where the ball swings all day. Once you
get adjusted to the bounce, batsmen
can hit you all day," said Nehra, who

has played 17 Tests and 120 ODIs apart
from 27 Twenty20 Internationals.

According to Nehra, it will be
Jasprit Bumrah, Ishant Sharma and one
between Mohammed Shami and Umesh
Yadav, who will be starting in Adelaide.

"I don't see Bhuvi starting in the first
Test at least. He can struggle a bit with the

old kookaburra as it will neither swing or
seam unlike Dukes or SG Test," Nehra opined.

Nehra said that Umesh Yadav's supreme
fitness and good skill sets should make him
an asset in the Australian conditions.

"I still believe that Umesh is not a finished
product after eight years but someone who has
incredible skill sets. He is a strong lad and the
fittest among all Indian pacers. A testimony
to that is his performances in Indian condi-
tions when he can reverse the 65-70 overs old
ball at a good speed. You need both skill and
strength for that. He should feature sometime,"
Nehra said.

It will be Bumrah's first Test tour of
Australia and Nehra is confident that
Australians will find it difficult to play him.

"Jasprit Bumrah is much more skilful red-
ball bowler than what he is perceived to be.

His yorkers will come in very handy
with old kookaburra. Any bats-
man, who has not played Bumrah
before can find it difficult to counter
the awkward angle that his delivery
creates.

"And in England, I found out
that he can now get the ball to
straighten consistently after pitching.
So Bumrah is not a one-dimension-
al bowler," he concluded. 
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Sri Lanka's spinners claimed some
big-name England wickets on the

first day of the second Test on
Wednesday before Jos Buttler and Sam
Curran rescued the innings.

Buttler's 63 and a crucial 64 from
Curran at the end lifted England to 285
all out after they had been struggling
on 89-4 on the turning Pallekelle sta-
dium pitch. Curran, fast becoming an
England hero, said reaching near 300
was a "massive" achievement.

England spinner Jack Leach then
strengthened England's position, dis-
missing opener Kaushal Silva in the 12
overs Sri Lanka faced as the home side
reached 26 for one at the close.

A day that saw Ben Stokes, batting
at the key number three position,
become the latest to fail also reinforced
Buttler and Curran's standing lower
down the order.

England were in trouble against
spinners Dilruwan Perera who took
four wickets, Malinda Pushpakumara
(three) and Akila Dananjaya (two)

when Buttler came in to counter-attack
with five boundaries and a crucial 45-
run stand with Adil Rashid who made
31.

Buttler's 63 off 67 deliveries
ensured Sri Lanka did not convert a
good position into a dominant one, as
he swept and reverse swept furiously
and effectively. He was eventually out
top-edging a reverse sweep off left-arm
spinner Pushpakumara, playing his
first Test for more than a year.

Curran was even more important,
taking 50 balls to reach double figures
before he tore into the Sri Lankan
bowling. He hit six sixes and a four off
the spinners and his last wicket part-
nership of 60 with Jimmy Anderson
was the best of the innings.

England captain Joe Root, who
scored 35 and three in the first Test, was
bowled by Pushpakumara in the 18th
over for 14 and opener Rory Burns (43)
soon followed as England lost regular
wickets on the dry, crumbling surface.

Nightwatchman Pushpakumara
then survived the 15 balls he faced
before stumps.
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Atext message is all what
Australian paceman Mitchell

Starc received from the IPL side
Kolkata Knight Riders on his removal from the squad
for the 2019 edition.

One of the costliest buys in the 2018 auction, Starc
was forced to miss the entire season due to stress frac-
ture in his right leg.

"I got a text message
two days ago from the
owners of Kolkata, saying
I've been released from
my contract. At the
moment I'll be home in
April," Starc told reporters.

The exact reason for
Starc's release is not yet
known but it is being
believed that it could be
because of the uncertain-
ty around his availability
for the 2019 season.

Starc, grabbed by KKR
for 1.8 million Australian
dollars, was replaced by England pacer Tom Curran.

"I obviously didn't go last year with my tibia injury
and it was a great opportunity to freshen the body
up, let everything heal by itself.  I guess barring a lit-
tle niggle in my hammy I've felt pretty good with my
body and my strength and the rest of it. That little
period of time has really paid off for the body," the
28-year-old said.

IPL auction for the 2019 season is likely to be held
on December 16 in Jaipur but it seems the left-arm
pacer may not make himself available. ���� �����

Bangladesh reduced Zimbabwe to
76-2 Wednesday on the fourth day

of the second Test.
Zimbabwe still needs 367 runs or

to survive a full day to win its first test
series victory since 2011 after the hosts
set an improbable target of 443 runs.

Bangladesh skipper Mahmudullah
was instrumental in leaving Zimbabwe
a record chase, hitting his second cen-
tury as the hosts declared the second
innings on 224-6.

Mahmudullah, who completed
his century in the last ball before the
tea session, was not out on 101 and
shared two important partnerships to
take the side on the verge of winning
the test and drawing the series.

Despite a lead of 218 runs, dismiss-
ing Zimbabwe for 304 in its first
innings on Day 3, Bangladesh decid-
ed not to enforce the follow-on. But
Zimbabwe fast bowlers Kyle Jarvis (2-
27) and Donald Tiripano (2-31)
rocked the top order to leave the hosts
at 25-4.

With Zimbabwe raising the hopes
to hit back, Mithun and Mahmudullah
resisted further damage to keep the

side on course for a sizeable lead.
The duo combined for a 118-run

partnership for the fifth wicket to
restore its dominance.

Offspinner Sikandar Raza
removed Mithun for 67, his maiden
fifty in his maiden test following zero
in the first innings.

Left-arm spinner Sean Williams
dismissed Ariful Haque (4) cheaply but
Mahmudullah and Hasan (27 not out)
shared 73 off 70 balls in an unbroken
seventh wicket partnership to set an
improbable target for the visitors.

"The first hour will be very key,"
Zimbabwe coach Lalchand Rajput
said. "If Brendan (Taylor) and Sean
Williams can bat through, then the
pressure will be on the fielding side.

The tourists made a decent start
with skipper Hamilton Masakadza and
Brian Chari sharing 68 runs.

Hasan (1-16) gave Bangladesh the
first breakthrough after Masakadza
spooned a catch at short-leg for 25.

Two overs later, left-arm spinner
Taijul Islam (1-34) dismissed Brian
Chari (43). Brendan Taylor (4) and
Sean Williams (2) were batting before
the fourth day's game came to an end.
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