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kyrocketing values of harmSentered
ful pollutants in Delhi’s air
severe plus levels post
Diwali on Thursday as the
Average Air Quality Index
(AAQI) was recorded 642
microgram per cubic meter.
According to the Centrerun pollution monitoring
agency System for Air Quality
and Weather and Forecasting
and Research (SAFAR), the
AQI (post Diwali) has been
recorded “double” than previous year. It means, in 2017, the
AQI was recorded at 367, in
2016, it was 425, however, this
year it was over 1.7 times that
of 2017. Notably, as per the
SAFAR’s observations, the relative
contribution
of
Suspended Particulate Matter
(SPM) has not increased.
Citing meteorological conditions, the SAFAR in its official statement said, “At 1 am of
November 8, smoke layer
became thick and started to
trap pollutants near the surface
rapidly. The air quality entered
in severe category at 2 am early
morning on November 8 and
will continue to remain in
severe zone until late evening
of the day, however, air quality is recovering from afternoon
and likely to touch very poor
range by night (November 8)
provided no firecracker emissions are added anymore.”
The SAFAR’s statement
said, “However, even if partial
emissions are added pollution is
likely to shoot up as stagnation
condition will be triggered.
Surface winds are playing a
major role. The contribution of
stubble fire appears to be marginal today. The contribution of
PM2.5 in PM10 has increased
from 50 (normal) to 70 per cent
on Wednesday night indicating
increased share of locally generated pyrotechnic emission.”
Importantly, on the AQI,
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PM 2.5 level was recorded
more than eight times the permissible limit at 492 μgm-3 and
PM 10 level was recorded six
times the permissible limit at
618 μgm-3.
It may be noted that in
2017, official data showed
the PM 10 level reached 595
μgm-3 and PM2.5 was 407
μgm-3. India’s official permissible PM2.5 limit is 60
μgm-3 while PM10 level is
100 μgm-3. It is important to
mention here that as per the
SAFAR’s graph on biomass
burning — a contributor in
terms of air pollution, the percentage is declining. The percentage of biomass burning
contributing as pollutant in
Delhi’s air will remain just
eight per cent on November
12, the graph marked.
Meanwhile, as per the data
analysis of the Delhi
Government, values of Carbon
Monoxide (CO), Carbon
Dioxide and Sulphur Oxide
also recorded higher than prescribed standards post Diwali.
Considering the database
of the Delhi Government, values of CO were recorded
between 0.8 mg/m3 to 4.0
mg/m3, however, in 2017, the
value of same pollutant was
fluctuating between 3.0 mg/m3
to 3.7.
Further, the Oxides of
Nitrogen (NO2) were recorded from 29 μg/m3 to 83 whereas last year, it was 43 μg/m3 to
173.0. Another very harmful
pollutant: Sulphur Dioxide
(SO2) was recorded 15 μg/m3
to 81 (2018), however, in 2017
the values were 20 μg/m3 to 89
(2017). Remarkably, on
National Ambient Air Quality
Index (NAAQI), other popular cities — Mumbai,
Ahmedabad and Pune were
also densely polluted and post
Diwali were tagged under the
status of very poor.
The Supreme Court had

nion Finance Minister
U
Arun Jaitley on Thursday
attributed jump in income tax
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allowed people to burst firecrackers from 8 pm to 10 pm
only on Diwali and other festivals.
The top court also allowed
manufacture and sale of just
green crackers which have low
emission of light, sound and
harmful chemicals.
The areas where the violations were recorded included
Mayur Vihar Extension, Lajpat
Nagar, Lutyens’ Delhi, IP extension, Dwarka and Noida Sector
78. The assessment of Ambient
Air Quality as per Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) protocol was undertaken at 26 locations — RK
Puram, Mandir Marg, Punjabi
Bagh, Civil Lines, IGI Airport,
Anand Vihar, Jwaharlal Nehru
Stadium, Major Dhyanchand
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National Stadium, Dr Karni
Singh shooting range, PGDAV
College (Sriniwaspuri), DITE
Okhla, Mother Dair y
(Patparganj), ITI Vivek Vihar,
ITI Jahangirpuri, DITE
Wazirpur, Satyawati College
(Ashok Vihar), Shaheed
Sukhdev Business College
(Rohini), Narela, Sonia Vihar,
Shri Aurobindo Marg,
Najafgarh, Pusa, Dwarka,
Mundka, Bawana, and Alipur.
According to the Delhi
Government average air quality data, Jahangirpuri, Ashok
Vihar, Nehru Nagar, Wazirpur,
Anand Vihar, Punjabi Bagh
and RK Puram are the areas
where values of SPM ranged
between exceeded 1000 μg/m3.
Other areas such as —
Sonia Vihar, Patparganj, Vivek
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Vihar, Major Dhyanchand
National Stadium, Jwaharlal
Nehru Stadium, Dwarka,
Mundka, Rohini, Okhla,
Bawana and IGI Airport where
value generally is less than
1000 μg/m3, however,
Najafgarh, Alipur, Narela, Dr
Karni Singh shooting range,
Shri Aurobindo Marg, Pusa,
Civil Lines and Mandir Marg
are stations where values are
found less than 500 μg/m3.
Agra, Bhagpat , Ghaziabad,
Bulandshehar, Faridabad,
Gurugram, Greater Noida,
Hapur, Kolkata, Lucknow,
Noida, Patna, Sigrauli, Rohtak
and Ujjain were the areas where
AQI recorded “abnormally
high, concentrations were
recorded above 380 microgram per cubic.
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our civilians and a CISF jawan were
F
killed when suspected Naxals blew
up a bus with an improvised explosive
device (IED) in Chhattisgarh’s
Dantewada district on Thursday, four
days ahead of the first phase of
Assembly polls in the State, police said.
Two personnel of the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF) were
also injured in the explosion, the third
Naxal attack in 15 days in the pollbound State.
The attack comes before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s scheduled
visit on Friday to Jagdalpur district,
about 100 km from Dantewada, to
campaign for the BJP.
The IED explosion took place in
a hilly area in Bacheli, about 450 km
from here, when the CISF personnel,
belonging to 502nd battalion, were
returning to their camp in Akashnagar
area after purchasing groceries from
a local market, Dantewada
Superintendent of Police Abhishek

gunman dressed in black sprayed bullets
inside a crowded dance bar popular with colA
lege students on Wednesday night, killing at least
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Pallava told PTI.
The Naxals triggered a powerful
IED blast near curve no.6 on the hills,
he said. Those killed in the blast were
identified as CISF Head Constable D
Mukhopadhyay, bus driver Ramesh
Patkar, helpers Roshan Kumar Sahu
and Johan Nayak, and a truck driver,
Sushil Banjare, the SP said.
The truck driver had taken lift in
the bus, another police official said.
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CBI vs CBI war.
The vigilance body has
also examined the case files,
including the one relating to
the Moin Qureshi case, IRCTC
scam involving former Bihar
CM Lalu Prasad and a cattle
smuggling case in which a
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13 people, including a police officer, in California’s
Thousand Oaks city in one of the “horrific” mass
shooting incidents in the US.
The gunman, who also injured nearly a dozen
others, was found dead inside the Borderline Bar
and Grill on the outskirts of Los Angeles although
it was not immediately clear if he was killed by officers or shot himself. Ventura County Sheriff Geoff
Dean described the incident as “horrific.”
“It’s a horrific scene in there, there is blood
everywhere and the suspect is part of that, and I
didn’t want to get that close and disturb the scene
and possibly disturb the investigation,” he said,
adding that the motive of the shooter — whose
identify was not known — is still unclear and
investigators had not found any type of assault rifle
within the bar. President Donald Trump said he
has been “fully briefed on the terrible shooting
in California.”
Detailed report on P12

9HUPDPHHWV&9&FKLHIUHIXWHV$VWKDQDFKDUJHV
he Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) on
Thursday examined benched
CBI Director Alok Verma and
special director Rakesh
Asthana who were sent on
“leave” following an open war
between them and exchange of
serious charge of corruption
between them.
Verma
met
CVC
Commissioner KV Chowdhary
and Vigilance Commissioner
Sharad Kumar in the afternoon
and stayed for about two hours.
Verma denied the charges levelled against him by Asthana to
the Commission, sources said.
Asthana was also examined
by the CVC during the day in
connection with the probe into
his allegations against Verma.
Only one working day is left
before the CVC submits its
report to the Supreme Court on
Monday in connection with the
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senior BSF official was allegedly involved.
The CVC also examined
Joint Director Sai Manohar
who had submitted a “secret
note” by Asthana alleging one
Satish Sana had given a statement before the CBI that he

had allegedly paid a bribe of C2
crore to Verma to get relief in
the Moin case.
The Supreme Court on
October 26 had directed that
the CVC’s enquiry into the
allegations against Verma
would be conducted under
the supervision of retired apex
court judge AK Patnaik within a two-week deadline.
Asthana had through a
letter on August 24 to the
Cabinet Secretary levelled allegations against his boss Verma
of meddling in high profile
cases and corruption.
After a longstanding public feud, the Government
through a midnight order on
October 23 sent both Verma
and Asthana on leave.
The Commission had
recently examined some CBI
officials probing crucial cases
which figured in Asthana’s
complaint of corruption
against Verma. CBI personnel

from the rank of inspector up
to superintendent of police
were called and their versions
recorded before a senior CVC
official. The complainant
against Asthana, Satish Sana on
whose complaint an FIR was
lodged against the CBI No 2
official was also examined by
the CVC. Asthana had also
alleged in his complaint against
Verma that Sana had paid a
bribe of C2 crore to CBI
Director for getting relief in the
Moin probe case, sources said.
Verma had challenged
before
the
SC
the
Government’s decision of
divesting him of his duties and
sending him on leave.
The feud between Verma
and Asthana escalated recently leading to registration of an
FIR against the CBI Special
Director and others including
Deputy Superintendent of
Police Devender Kumar on
October 15.

return filers from C3.8 crore in
May 2014 to C6.86 crore to
demonetisation and asserted
that the Opposition parties
have been “conclusively proved
wrong” that it would shave off
two per cent of growth rate as
he said India retained its position as the fastest growing
economy for the fifth year in a
row.
Defending the controversial demonetisation drive by the
Narendra Modi Government
on the second anniversary of
‘demonetisation’ that led to a
running debate in the country
over its aim and impact on the
economy with the Opposition
alleging that it dried off money
supply to the public and badly
affected the employment sector,
Jaitley said country’s economy
has grown stronger as demonetisation has increased the
Government resources to fund
poverty alleviation and infrastructure development programmes.
Writing in a Facebook post
titled
“Impact
Of
Demonetisation”, the Finance
Minster listed an 80 per cent
jump in income tax return filers to C6.86 crore, increase in
digital transactions and more
resources being available for
poor and for building better
infrastructure as the main
achievements.
Modi’s sudden move on
November, 8, 2016, to
announce the demonetisation
in an unscheduled live national televised address at 8.15 pm
to withdraw high-value currency had raised many eye
brows in the Opposition.
Citing the positive outcome of the demonetisation,
Jaitley said with depositing
junked currency in banks only
mode left to liquidate holding
of old 500 and 1,000 rupee
notes, the Government was
able to track down people
holding cash beyond their
known sources of income.
“The enormity of cash
deposited and identified with
the owner resulted in suspected 17.42 lakh account holders
from whom the response has
been received online through
non-invasive
method,”
he wrote.
Since the money came into
bank accounts, the holders
were forced to file income
returns, which went up from
3.8 crore in May 2014 to 6.86
crore.
“By the time the first five
years of this Government are
over, we will be close to doubling the assessee base,” he
said.
Responding to criticism
from Opposition parties that it
was an economic misadventure, Jaitley said India clocking
the fastest growth rate has
proved “prophets of doom”,
who had predicted that demonetisation will shave off 2 per
cent of growth rate, conclusively wrong.
“What has happened to
prophets of doom who said
India’s GDP will decline by at
least 2 per cent. For the fifth
year running India will be the
fastest growing (large) economy in the world. It is continuing to happen. So prophets of
doom have been proved wrong
and conclusively proved
wrong,” he later told reporters
here.
“Even when there was
global stress, we still manage to
have respectable growth rates
and we had the courage
because of leadership of the
Prime Minister that we took
decisive steps and these steps
which are not economically
correct, which have helped the
system in the long run; and the
long run, in this case, does not
mean generations,” the Finance
Minister added.
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he Congress and other
Opposition parties, including TDP and TMC, on
Thursday recalled the demonetisation as an “ill-fated” and
“ill-thought” exercise by the
Modi Government that
unleashed havoc on the Indian
economy.
The Congress has
announced that it will hold a
nationwide protest on Friday
to mark the second anniversary of demonetisation and
demanded that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should apologise to the people for “ruining
and wrecking” the economy.
Former prime minister
Manmohan Singh said the
“scars and wounds” caused by
demonetisation is getting more
visible with time and the decision’s second
anniversary
is a day to
remember
how “economic misadventures”
can roil the
nat ion.
Congress
president
R a h u l
G a n d h i
described
demonetisation as a
“tragedy”
t h a t
destroyed
millions of lives.
While West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
said that she had been describing it as a “dark day” ever since
demonetisation
was
announced by the Prime
Minister, Andhra Pradesh
Chief
Minister
N
Chandrababu Naidu dubbed
demonetisation a disaster and
claimed the country had still
not overcome the economic
‘setback’ caused by the BJP
Government’s ‘hasty’ decisions. Naidu was part of the
NDA when the demonetisation was implemented and
last week he joined hands
with the Congress.
CPI(M) leader Sitaram
Yechury alleged that Prime
Minister through note ban
had
“singlehandedly”
destroyed the livelihood of
people and the conomy of the
country. The Government’s
demonetisation move was a
disaster for the economy and
the people, the CPI(M) general
secretar y said. While
Manmohan Singh asked the
Government to not resort to
further unorthodox, shortterm economic measures that

can cause any more uncertainty in the economy, Rahul
Gandhi alleged that the
Government’s move was a
carefully planned “criminal
financial scam” whose full
truth is yet to be revealed.
“Notebandi impacted
every single person, regardless
of age, gender, religion, occupation or creed. It is often said
that time is a great healer. But
unfortunately, in the case of
demonetisation, the scars and
wounds of demonetisation are
only getting more visible with
time,” the former prime minister said.
The deeper ramifications
of ‘notebandi’ are still unravelling, he said. Small and
medium businesses that are
the cornerstone of India’s
economy are yet to recover
from the demonetisation
sho ck,
S i n g h
asserted.
“This
has had a
d i r e c t
impact on
employment as the
economy
continues
to struggle
to create
enough
new jobs
for
our
youth,” he
said, adding
that the
financial markets are volatile
as the liquidity crisis wrought
by demonetisation is taking its
eventual toll on infrastructure
lenders and non-bank financial services firms. In his
strong criticism of demonetisation, Singh said the full
impact of the demonetisation
exercise is yet to be understood
and experienced.
“With a depreciating currency and rising global oil
prices, macro-economic headwinds are also starting to blow
now. “It is therefore prudent to
not resort to further unorthodox, short-term economic
measures that can cause any
more uncertainty in the economy and financial markets.”
Singh also urged the
Government to restore certainty and visibility in economic policies.
“India will discover, no
matter how the Government
tries to hide it, that demonetisation wasn’t just an illconceived and poorly executed economic policy with ‘innocent intent’, but a carefully
planned, criminal financial
scam,” Rahul Gandhi said in a
statement.
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imachal Chief Minister
Jai Ram Thakur on
Thursday called on Union
Minister for Civil Aviation
Suresh Prabhu in New Delhi
and requested for expediting
the formalities for early launch
of UDAAN – 2 project in
Himachal Pradesh.
Emphasising that connectivity is a major issue in the
state and air connectivity is
vital for boosting tourism sector, he apprised the Union
Minister that there was huge
delay in submission of DPRs
and completion of other formalities in UDAAN – 2 project.
The chief minister requested for making stop gap
arrangements for starting helicopter services by operating
intervening helipads for providing connectivity between
Chandigarh -Baddi/KasauliShimla-Kullu-Dharamshala.
Thakur also took up the
matter of international airport at Mandi and conducting
Obstacles Limitation Survey at
the earliest for hastening the
process for further clearances.
He also urged for looking into
providing technical solutions
for expansion of Shimla
airstrip for facilitating bigger
air-crafts.
Prabhu assured of conducting Obstacles Limitation
Survey at the earliest and
directed the officers of the
Ministry to work out an imme-
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diate solution for executing
stop gap arrangements and
speedy launch of UDAAN – 2.
SEEKS
USE
OF
DEFENCE HELIPAD AT
MANALI FOR TOURISM
he Chief Minister also met
Union Defence Minister
T
Nirmala Sitharaman in New
Delhi and urged for according
permission for using SASE
defence helipad at Manali for
tourism purpose.
Thakur said Himachal
Pradesh witnesses heavy
tourist influx especially Manali
and surrounding areas and in
order to boost tourism this
would help and improve connectivity. The CM apprised her
that roads in Kinnaur and
Lahaul Spiti being maintained
by BRO were not in good
condition and needed proper
maintenance. He said that
these were the only access
roads to the hydel projects
being constructed on Sutlej
and Chenab rivers and requires
immediate attention.
Thakur also requested the
Union Minister for renaming
Rohtang tunnel on the name of
late Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee who had a very special attachment for the people
of the state. He informed that
the tunnel was a gift to the people of the state as during his
tenure only the project came
up.
The Defence Minister
agreed in principle for accord-

hief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur also met Union
C
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley

ing permission to use SASE
helipad for tourism purpose
and also directed the officers
concerned to issue necessary

directions to BRO for upkeep
of roads.
Additional Chief Secretary
Shrikant Baldi, ACS Tourism

Ram Subhag Singh, Additional
Principal Secretary to Chief
Minister Sanjay Kundu were
also present in the meetings.

CM URGES HASSLE
FREE CREDIT FACILITY
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s many as 11 notorious
criminals, including five
carrying a reward of C50,000
each on their head, were arrested by Crime Investigation
Agency of Haryana Police after
an encounter in Bahalgarh area
of district Sonipat.
Huge quantity of illegal
weapons and C10.23 lakh cash
was also recovered from them,
said a spokesman of Police
Department.
One policeman and two
criminals were also injured in
the incident and were admitted
to Khanpur hospital for treatment.
The spokesman said that
all accused were involved in
about three dozen criminal
cases under charges of murder,
attempt to murder, loot, decoity
and ransom.
Giving details, he said that
arrested accused were identified as Krishan alias Gatha,
Pawan alias Pona, Nitu alias
Sita, Dinesh alias Pahalwan,
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Mahipal alias Malha, Ravinder
alias Bori, Amit alias Mota,
Pramod alias Pammi, Sunil
Punia, Ravinder alias Golu
and Pawan. A carbine, one pistol 32 bore, one modern rifle
double magazine, one doga
gun, one pistol 9 mm, one
revolver, 2 pistol 315 bore, 2
revolver 32 bore, and 82 live

cartridges were recovered from
them, he said.
A reward of C50,000 each
was announced by Sonipat,
Rohtak and Delhi Police on the
arrest of Krishan alias Gatha,
Pawan alias Pona, Nitu alias
Sita, Sunil and Mahipal alias
Malha, he said.
The spokesman said that
police team during patrolling
had got information that about
one dozen criminals having
illegal weapons were plotting to
loot passers-by in Bahalgarh
area. The team immediately
tried to arrest them but criminals opened fire on police.
Acting promptly, police
arrested all accused, he said.
All the accused would be
taken on police remand by producing them in the court.
Futher investigation is under
progress, he added.
Meanwhile, the Director
General of Police BS Sandhu
lauded the Sonepat police for
arresting notorious criminals,
wanted by Haryana and Delhi
Police.
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ightening the noose around
those indulging in corrupt
practices, the Haryana State
Vigilance Bureau has registered 542 inquiries during the
period from October 26, 2014
to October 18 this year.
Giving
details,
a
spokesman of the Vigilance
Bureau said that during this
period, 338 inquiries have been
finalized.
On the basis of these
inquiries, 54 criminal cases
have been recommended
against 62 gazetted officers, 58
non-gazetted officers and 74
others and departmental action
against delinquent officials in
119 inquiries. Criminal and
Departmental action was recommended in 18 inquiries, he
said. The spokesman said that
during the period, 530 criminal cases including trap cases
had been registered against
officers or officials. The Bureau
had also conducted 426 raids in
which 40 gazetted officers, 411

non-gazetted officers and 57
other persons were caught redhanded while accepting illegal
gratification.
Criminal cases under section 7 and 13 of Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988 have
been registered against them in
the police stations of the
Bureau, he added.
The spokesman further
said that during the period
from October 26, 2014 to
October 18, 2018, Technical
wing of the Bureau headed by
XEN level officers carried out
362 assessments throughout
the state. On the basis of these
checkings, the Bureau has recommended action against 552
officers or officials of various
departments along with a
recovery of an amount of over
Rs 14.45 crore which has acted
as a major deterrent against
mis-utilisation of government
funds, in 289 assessments out
of 362 assessments, he said.
During the same period,
139 cases have been decided by
the Courts, in which 152 offi-

cers or officials and 47 other
private persons have been convicted under various sections of
Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988 in the cases filed by the
Bureau, he added.
The spokesman said that
those sentenced included 30
officials
of
Revenue
Department, 28 of Police
Department, 16 of Education
Department, 14 of Power
Department, 10 of Cooperation
Department, eight of Health
Department, seven of Urban
Local Bodies Department, five
of Public Health Department,
four each of Transport and
Irrigation Departments, three
each of Animal Husbandry
and Dairying, HUDA and
Agriculture Departments, two
each of Panchayati Raj, Labour,
Wakf Board, Treasury, Excise
and Taxation and Industries
Departments and one each of
Food and Civil Supplies, Social
Justice and Empowerment,
Sports and Youth Affairs,
Development and Panchayat
and Administration of Justice.
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aryana Finance Minister,
Capt. Abhimanyu on
Thursday said that the State
Government would implement
permanent solution to deal
with the problem of waterlogging in agricultural fields.
“In this direction, review
meeting regarding measures to
control floods will be held in
the month of December this
year,” the Finance Minister
said during a function organised at village Garhi at district
Hisar.
He said, “Earlier, the review
meeting in this regard was
being held in the month of June
every year. The meeting has
been preponed to take timely
effective measures to control
floods and tackle the situation
of waterlogging.”
Capt. Abhimanyu said that
huge damage had been caused
to crops in different areas of the
state due to waterlogging
caused by recent untimely
trains. Therefore, the State
Government would frame a
policy for permanent redressal
of waterlogging so that such

4Pa[XTacWTaTeXTf
\TTcX]VX]cWXb
aTVPaSfPbQTX]V
WT[SX]cWT\^]cW^U
9d]TTeTahhTPaCWT
\TTcX]VWPbQTT]
_aT_^]TSc^cPZT
cX\T[hTUUTRcXeT
\TPbdaTbc^R^]ca^[
U[^^SbP]ScPRZ[TcWT
bXcdPcX^]^U
fPcTa[^VVX]V
conditions may not cause any
damage in future, he said.
The flood control review
meeting would now be held six
months earlier to ensure all
arrangements and avoid getting
the agricultural lands waterlogged, the Minister said.
Capt. Abhimanyu further
said that those areas where
agricultural land is stall waterlogged, the drainage of water
would be carried out within 72
hours.
He also directed the
Executive Engineer and other
officers of the Irrigation
Department to immediately
take action.
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o FIR was registered in
Shimla till Thursday
evening for violation of the
Supreme Court's restrictions on
bursting firecrackers even
though they could be heard
beyond the 10 pm deadline on
Diwali.
The Supreme Court had
allowed people to burst firecrackers from 8-10 pm.
No FIR has been registered
as no complaint has been
received in this regard, Shimla
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Omapati Jamwal said.
There are reports from
several areas of Shimla, including Jakhu, Chhota Shimla,
Khalini, Lower Bazar, Summer
Hill and Lakkar Bazar localities,
of people bursting firecrackers
before 8 pm and after 10 pm,
residents said.
The police in Chamba and
Bilaspur districts also did not
register any case for violation
of the Supreme Court order.
Monica Bhutunguru and
Ashok Kumar, SPs of Chamba
and Bilaspur respectively, confirmed this. 70 fire incidents

reported in Himachal Pradesh
on Diwali Property worth over
Rs 1.67 crore was gutted in 70
incidents of fire reported from
across Himachal Pradesh on
Diwali, an official said on
Thursday.
A major fire broke out at a
Honda agency in Kangra district’s Gurkari village after a lit
firecracker fell there. Seventyfive two wheelers and other
property worth Rs 40 lakh was
gutted in the fire, sub-divisional
officer, fire department,
Dharam Chand Sharma said.
Firemen, with the help of locals,
doused the blaze in about three
hours, he said. Nearly 200 two
wheelers did not have a proper shed on top. The firemen
successfully saved the remaining 125, he added. 15 incidents
of fire were reported from
Kangra, the maximum in the
state. It was followed by 12 each
in Shimla and Solan, 8 in
Sirmour, 6 in Una, 5 each in
Mandi and Hamirpur, 3 in
Bilaspur and 2 in Kullu and
Chamba respectively. Property
worth Rs. 1,67,48,300 was gutted in the fire incidents, officials added.

gitating teachers, comprising
SSA, RMSA, among others
A
under the banner of sanjha morcha, observed ‘black’ Diwali in
Punjab by holding protest
marches, dharnas, blocking
roads at several places across the
state to protest against the
Government’s refusal to regularise their jobs without a pay cut.
Donning black dresses and
carrying placards, the teachers
took out protest marches at various places, including Mohali,
Bathinda, Patiala, Ludhiana,
Gurdaspur,
Hoshiarpur,
Amritsar, Faridkot and
Jalandhar, against the State
Government's decision to fix
their monthly salary at Rs 15,000
during first three years of probation period for regularisation
of their services.
The protesting teachers are
demanding regularisation of
their services with full pay.
Presently, the contractual
teachers in the state are getting
Rs 42,300 per month.
Shouting slogans against the
Congress-led
Punjab
Government, the teachers also
blocked roads at a few places.
In Patiala, the protesting

teachers clashed with the police
when they were approaching
towards the personal residence
of Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh, the Moti Bagh
Palace. The police stopped the
teachers at barricades installed
near the House.
“We will continue with our
stir till our demands are not met,”
said Sanjha Adhyapak Morcha's
state committee member
Bikramjit Singh.
The contractual teachers,
under the banner of the Sanjha
Adhyapak Morcha, have been
holding a sit-in at Patiala — the
home town of Chief Minister —
in support of their demands
since October 7. The protest
started after the State Cabinet, on
October 3, had given its go
ahead to the regularisation of the
services of as many 8,886 teachers recruited under the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) and the
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha
Abhiyan (RMSA), as well as in
Adarsh and Model schools.
However, those whose services would be regularised with
the state School Education
Department would be paid Rs
15,000 for first three years — a
condition vehemently opposed
by the teachers.

at New Delhi and apprised
him that State Cooperative
Banks have not been made
member lending institutions
under Credit Guarantee Fund
Trust for Micro and Small
Enterprises (CGTMSE) and
Small Farmers Agri-Business
Consortium (SFAC) due to
that potential entrepreneurs
were not getting collateral free
loans facility under various
GoI flagship programmes like
MUDRA, PMEGP, NRLM,
NULM etc.
The CM requested for personal intervention in the matter to ensure facilitating easy
and hassle free credit facility
under various GoI schemes to
the target groups through
Cooperative Banks.
Thakur said that this
would not only help the
Cooperative Banks in expand-

ing their credit portfolios but
also go a long way in generating employment, creating
livelihood as well as growth
and diversification of agriculture and agro based industries
due to the hassle free credit
advancement and collateral
free credit facility.
Chief Minister also urged
for intervention regarding persuading the World Bank to
continue to fund the Integrated
Development Project for
source sustainability and climate resilient rain fed agriculture (IDP) as a separate project.
He informed that IDP and
Forest for Prosperity (FPP)
were merged taking the view
that both projects were being
implemented by same department and have contiguous
objectives and outcomes.
Jaitley listened to the
demands of the Chief Minister
and assured to provide all possible help in these matters.
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2WP]SXVPaW) 7PahP]P6^eTa]\T]cWPbXbbdTScaP]bUTaP]S_^bcX]V
^aSTab^Ucf^80B^UUXRTabfXcWX\\TSXPcTTUUTRc0\Xc:d\Pa
0VaPfP[4gRXbTCPgPcX^]2^\\XbbX^]TaP]SB_TRXP[BTRaTcPah
4gRXbTCPgPcX^]3T_Pac\T]c3XaTRc^a4[T\T]cPah4SdRPcX^]P]S
B_TRXP[BTRaTcPahBRW^^[4SdRPcX^]3T_Pac\T]cP]S=^SP[>UUXRTa
8]cTa]PcX^]P[6XcP<PW^cbPe! 'WPbQTT]_^bcTSPb4gRXbTP]S
CPgPcX^]2^\\XbbX^]TaP]SB_TRXP[BTRaTcPah4gRXbTCPgPcX^]
3T_Pac\T]c7Tf^d[SP[b^QTcWT]^SP[^UUXRTa^U8]cTa]PcX^]P[6XcP
<PW^cbPe! '0YXc1P[PYX9^bWXPfPXcX]V^aSTab^U_^bcX]VWPb
QTT]_^bcTSPb3XaTRc^aRd\B_TRXP[BTRaTcPah0VaXRd[cdaTP]S
5Pa\TabFT[UPaTST_Pac\T]cP]S<P]PVX]V3XaTRc^a7PahP]PBTTSb
3TeT[^_\T]c2^a_^aPcX^]eXRT3db\P]cP:d\Pa1TWTaP
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2WP]SXVPaW) 7PahP]P<TSXRP[4SdRPcX^]P]SATbTPaRW3T_Pac\T]c
WPbX]eXcTSP__[XRPcX^]bc^UX[[d_cWT_^bc^U3XaTRc^a?^bc6aPSdPcT
8]bcXcdcT^U<TSXRP[BRXT]RTbA^WcPZ[PcTbcQh=^eT\QTa #5^a
\^aTSTcPX[bRP]SXSPcTbR^d[SeXbXccWTfTQbXcT^UR^[[TVT
fff_VX\ba^WcPZ]XRX]WTPSSTS
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2WP]SXVPaW) 8]eXTf^UcWTVT]TaP[T[TRcX^]c^;TVXb[PcXeT0bbT\Q[h
^UAPYPbcWP]U^afWXRW_^[[f^d[SQTWT[S^]3TRT\QTa&7PahP]P
6^eTa]\T]cWPbUXgTS3TRT\QTa&5aXSPhc^QTPR[^bTSPh
W^[XSPhU^aP[[bW^_bP]SR^\\TaRXP[TbcPQ[XbW\T]cbUP[[X]VfXcWX]
cWTYdaXbSXRcX^]PaTP^UcWTbcPcT^U7PahP]P^][hU^acW^bT
T\_[^hTTbfW^PaTT]a^[[TSPbe^cTabX]cWTbcPcT^UAPYPbcWP]c^
T]PQ[TcWT\c^TgTaRXbTcWTXaUaP]RWXbT0b_^ZTb\P]bPXScWPcP
]^cXUXRPcX^]X]cWXbaTVPaSWPbQTT]XbbdTSQhcWT;PQ^da
3T_Pac\T]c
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2WP]SXVPaW) 7PahP]P3XaTRc^a6T]TaP[^U?^[XRT1BBP]SWdWPb
Tg_aTbbTSVaXTU^eTacWTbPSST\XbT^UU^a\Ta36A:EPRWWTaP
aTcXaTS8?B^UUXRTafW^QaTPcWTSWXb[PbcWTaT^]CWdabSPhBP]SWd
R^]eThTSWXbWTPacUT[cR^]S^[T]RTbc^cWT\T\QTab^UcWTQTaTPeTS
UP\X[hP]S_aPhTScWPccWTST_PacTSb^d[\XVWcaTbcX]_TPRT
7PahP]P8?B>UUXRTab0bb^RXPcX^]P[b^R^]S^[TScWTST\XbT^U
EPRWWTaP]S_aPhTSc^cWT0[\XVWchc^VXeTbcaT]VcWc^WXbUP\X[h
\T\QTabc^QTPacWXbXaaT_PaPQ[T[^bb0__^X]cTSPb3B?X]hTPa
(&#EPRWWTafPb_a^\^cTSX]cWTaP]Z^U8?BX] ('#7Xb[Pbc
aXcTbfX[[QT_TaU^a\TSPcRaT\PcX^]Va^d]SBTRc^a!$WTaT^]
=^eT\QTa(Pc ?<
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2WP]SXVPaW) FXcWR^]cX]d^db_dbWQh=^acWP]SB^dcW:^aTPU^a
_TPRTSP]RTP]SRd[cdaP[ca^d_TbUa^\B^dcW:^aTPfX[[QT
bW^fRPbX]VcaPSXcX^]P[Rd[cdaT^UQ^cWcWT]PcX^]bX]2Xch1TPdcXUd[
^]=^eT\QTa!(CWThfX[[QTT]cWaP[[X]VaTbXST]cb^UcaXRXchPc
0dSXc^aXd\^U?^bc6aPSdPcT6^eTa]\T]c6Xa[b2^[[TVTBTRc^a#!
WTaT°CWTcaPSXcX^]P[SP]RTabUa^\B^dcW:^aTPfX[[QT_TaU^a\X]V
ePaX^dbcaPSXcX^]P[SP]RTb^UQ^cWB^dcWP]S=^acW:^aTPPbSdTc^
[^]VSXeXSTQTcfTT]cf^]PcX^]bcWTSP]RTbch[TWPbP[b^RWP]VTS
fXcWcX\T0]^cWTaWXVW[XVWcfX[[QT_TaU^a\P]RTQh:^aTP]
\dbXRXP]bfXcWcaPSXcX^]P[X]bcad\T]cb±bPXS9PVSX_BX]VW
7^]^aPah2^]bd[6T]TaP[AT_dQ[XR^U:^aTP2WP]SXVPaW0]^cWTa
WXVW[XVWc^UcWTTeT]cfX[[QTPeXST^TgWXQXcX]VcWT:^aTP]Rd[cdaT
P]SeP[dTb
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2WP]SXVPaW) 1TX]V7d\P]CWTBP[\P]:WP]5^d]SPcX^]WPb
_Pac]TaTSfXcW<d\QPXQPbTSBch[T@d^cXT]c9TfT[[Tah?aXePcT;cS
c^[Pd]RWXcbUXabcbc^aTX]2WP]SXVPaWCWTbc^aTX]PdVdaPcTSQh
1^[[hf^^S0Rc^a0PhdbWBWPa\PW^dbTbPaP]VT^UYTfT[[Tah
RPcTaX]Vc^ePaXTScPbcTbCWT9TfT[[TahR^\_aXbTb^U[XVWcfTXVWc
R^[[TRcX^]bX]_[PX]V^[SSXP\^]SbP]SR^[^daTSbc^]T_XTRTb
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2WP]SXVPaW) CWTa^dcT\P_^UcWT%cW4SXcX^]^UcWT2WP]SXVPaW
B_^acb "2hR[^cW^]QTX]VWT[S^]=^eT\QTa X]fWXRW 
_a^UTbbX^]P[RhR[XbcbPaTR^\X]VUa^\P[[^eTa8]SXPc^_PacXRX_PcT
WPbQTT]aT[TPbTS2WP]SXVPaWC^daXb\X]Pbb^RXPcX^]fXcW0e^]
2hR[TbXbW^bcX]VcWT\TVP2hR[X]VTeT]cP]SB_^acb "XbcWT
2^\_P]hfWXRWWPbR^]RT_cdP[XiTScWTTeT]cHPSeX]STaBX]VW
24>B_^acb "bPXSCWT\PX]PccaPRcX^]^UcWTTeT]cfX[[QTcWT?a^
APRTfWXRWXbR^\_TcXcXeTX]]PcdaTP]SXcfX[[R^eTaPSXbcP]RT^U
$$$:\P]SP]0\PcTdaAPRTR^\_TcXcXeTfWXRWfX[[QTU^a!(%
:\SXbcP]RTP]S_T^_[TPQ^eT 'hTPabRP]_PacXRX_PcT8]cWT=^]
2^\_TcXcXeTbTRcX^]P"&:\b²BRW^^[AXST³U^aBRW^^[2WX[SaT]
PQ^eT hTPabP]SP&#:\²5d]5P\X[hAXST³U^aP[[\T]f^\T]
PQ^eT 'hTPab^UPVTfX[[QTWT[S

$OWKRXJKHYHU\SRVVLEOHFDUHDQGFDXWLRQKDVEHHQWDNHQWRDYRLGHUURUVRURPLVVLRQVWKLVSXEOLFDWLRQLVEHLQJVROGRQWKHFRQGLWLRQDQGXQGHUVWDQGLQJWKDWLQIRUPDWLRQJLYHQLQWKLVSXEOLFDWLRQLVPHUHO\IRUUHIHUHQFHDQGPXVWQRWEHWDNHQDVKDYLQJDXWKRULW\RIRUELQGLQJLQDQ\ZD\RQWKHZULWHUVHGLWRUVSXEOLVKHUVDQGSULQWHUVDQGVHOOHUVZKRGRQRWRZHDQ\UHVSRQVLELOLW\IRUDQ\
GDPDJHRUORVVWRDQ\SHUVRQDSXUFKDVHURIWKLVSXEOLFDWLRQRUQRWIRUWKHUHVXOWRIDQ\DFWLRQWDNHQRQWKHEDVLVRIWKLVZRUN$OOGLVSXWHVDUHVXEMHFWWRWKHH[FOXVLYHMXULVGLFWLRQRIFRPSHWHQWFRXUWDQGIRUXPVLQ'HOKL1HZ'HOKLRQO\5HDGHUVDUHDGYLVHGDQGUHTXHVWHGWRYHULI\DQGVHHNDSSURSULDWHDGYLFHWRVDWLVI\WKHPVHOYHVDERXWWKHYHUDFLW\RIDQ\NLQGRIDGYHUWLVHPHQWEHIRUH
UHVSRQGLQJWRDQ\FRQWHQWVSXEOLVKHGLQWKLVQHZVSDSHU7KHSULQWHUSXEOLVKHUHGLWRUDQGDQ\HPSOR\HHRIWKH3LRQHHU*URXS·VZLOOQRWEHKHOGUHVSRQVLEOHIRUDQ\NLQGRIFODLPPDGHE\WKHDGYHUWLVHUVRIWKHSURGXFWV VHUYLFHVDQGVKDOOQRWEHPDGHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUDQ\NLQGRIORVVFRQVHTXHQFHVDQGIXUWKHUSURGXFWUHODWHGGDPDJHVRQVXFKDGYHUWLVHPHQWV
3ULQWHG DQG SXEOLVKHG E\ &KDQGDQ 0LWUD IRU DQG RQ EHKDOI RI &0<. 3ULQWHFK /WG 6&2  ,VW )ORRU 6HFWRU & 'DNVKLQ 0DUJ &KDQGLJDUK 7HO 1R  DQG SULQWHG DW $PDU 8MDOD 3XEOLFDWLRQV /WG 3ORW 1R  3KDVH,, ,QGXVWULDO $UHD 3DQFKNXOD +DU\DQD (GLWRU &KDQGDQ 0LWUD $,5 685&+$5*( RI
5H(DVW&DOFXWWD5DQFKL%KXEDQHVZDU1RUWK/HK:HVW0XPEDL $KPHGDEDG6RXWK%DQJDORUH &KHQQDL&HQWUDO.KDMXUDKR'HOKL2IILFH1R%HKLQG*XODE%KDZDQ %DKDGXU6KDK=DIDU0DUJ1HZ'HOKL 3KRQH&RPPXQLFDWLRQ2IILFH)6HFWRU12,'$*DXWDP%XGK1DJDU833KRQH
  /XFNQRZ2IILFHWK)ORRU6DKDUD6KRSSLQJ&HQWUH)DL]DEDG5RDG/XFNQRZ7HOHSKRQHV
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he “Green Diwali” campaigns in the region again
T
went for a toss this year as people continued to burst firecrackers past the permissible
time limit, flouting the
Supreme Court’s order, thus
resulting in poor air quality in
major cities on Thursday.
Faridabad in Haryana
recorded ‘severe’ air quality
index of 455 at 4 pm on
Thursday (average of past 24
hours), as per data of Central
Pollution Control Board.
At 7 pm, the AQI at
Faridabad was reportedly 477.
As per the data of CPCB,
the air quality index (AQI)
stayed in the 301-400 micrograms per cubic meter (μg/m )
limit, which is categorised as
‘very poor’ in major cities of
Haryana on Thursday.
Gurugram and Rohtak
recorded AQI of 389 (very
poor category) and 336 (very
poor) respectively. The AQI
increased further by the
evening in major cities of
Haryana due to bursting of firecrackers, as per daily AQI bulletin released at 4 pm.
A ‘very poor’ AQI essentially means that people may
suffer from respiratory illnesses on prolonged exposure to
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"&RPbTbaTVXbcTaTSU^aeX^[PcX]V
R^dac^aSTa^]QdabcX]VRaPRZTab
Chandigarh: 37 people were
arrested in Chandigarh as revellers in cities across Punjab
and Haryana flouted the
Supreme Court order which
had limited the bursting of
crackers to between 8 pm and
10 pm on Diwali.
In Ludhiana, one of the
most polluted city in the coun-

try, 14 cases were registered for
flouting the apex court's time
frame on bursting crackers.
The cases were registered
under Section 188 of the Indian
Penal Code for disobedience of
an order promulgated by public authorities.
A police spokesman said
that adequate personnel had

been deployed to implement
the court's order.
The deputy commissioner's
order on bursting, selling, and
storing firecrackers was followed and legal action was
taken under relevant sections of
the IPC and provisions of the
Act against violators, said he.
PNS

such air. If the air quality dips
further, the AQI turns ‘severe’,
which may trouble even those
with sound health conditions
and seriously affect those with
ailments.
A day after Diwali, a thick
haze had enveloped DelhiNCR region as the air quality
plunged to severe category in
various parts, exposing people
to major health risks on
Thursday.
There are 13 districts of
Haryana in the national capital region namely Gurugram,
Rewari, Faridabad, Palwal,

Mewat, Rohtak, Sonipat,
Panipat, Jhajjar, Mahendergarh,
Bhiwani, Karnal and Jind.
The Supreme Court had
last month ordered that less
polluting firecrackers will be
allowed in Delhi-NCR only
between 8pm to 10pm on the
occasion of Diwali. But the
order was flouted blatantly all
over NCR on Diwali night.
Meanwhile, Panchkula
recorded AQI of 157 which is
in moderate category.
Chandigarh, the joint capital of Punjab and Haryana also
witnessed a noisier and pollut-

ed Diwali as compared to the
previous year.
“PM10 as well as PM 2.5
levels were increased at all the
three locations of Sectors 22,
City Centre Sector 17 (commercial) and 12 as compared to
last year’s Diwali,” according to
the Chandigarh Pollution
Control Committee.
The AQI of Sectors 22, 17
and 12 was 311, 177 and 297
respectively post Diwali. The
AQI was 240, 137 and 247 in
Sectors 22, 17 and 12 respectively during the previous year’s
Diwali.

The Chandigarh Pollution
Control Committee in its official statement stated that
Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) levels at
all the locations are within the
permissible limits. Oxides of
Nitrogen (NOx) levels at all the
locations are also within permissible limits.
However, the noise levels in
these three locations were higher in comparison to the previous year.
Beating of drums at places
was also observed adding to the
noise in these localities, stated
the CPCC statement.

3XfP[XRT[TQaPcTS
PRa^bb7PahP]P
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iwali, the festival of lights,
was celebrated across
Punjab,
Har yana
and
Chandigarh Wednesday with
fervour and enthusiasm.
Devotees made a beeline at
temples and gurdwaras to offer
prayers.
There was a festive spirit
during the day in the two states
and their common capital
Chandigarh with people thronging the markets and markets for
the last minute shopping.
Diyas (earthen lamps) and
candles dotted houses and people exchanged sweets and gifts
on the occasion.
Children burst crackers at
various places, including
Chandigarh, Amritsar, Jalandhar,
Ludhianan, Patiala, Hoshiarpur,
Ambala, Rohtak, Hisar,
Faridabad and Bhiwani.
Detailed instructions had
been issued to the authorities
concerned to maintain strict
vigil on Diwali night so that the
directions of the Supreme Court
regarding bursting of crackers for
two hours — 8 pm to 10 pm —
were not violated.
Security was heightened
across Punjab, Haryana and
Chandigarh, especially in and
around vital installations, markets and places of worship, officials said. There was no report of
any untoward incident from any
place, police said.
The Golden Temple, the

holiest Sikh shrine, in Amritsar
was illuminated with a newlyinstalled special lighting system
and traditional ‘diyas’.
It witnessed a huge rush of
devotees who took a dip in its
holy tank and offered prayers at
the sanctum sanctorum and
Akal Takht (highest Sikh temporal seat).
he task force of the
Shriomani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
was also deployed in the
periphery of the Golden
Temple.
Langar (community
kitchen) arrangements
were made for more than
four lakh devotees who
will stay in the temple all
through Diwali night. This
year, the SGPC has decided to reduce the time of
bursting firecrackers from
15 minutes to 10 minutes.
Meanwhile, ‘Bandi
Chhor Divas’ (prisoner
release day) was celebrated in Punjab, to mark the
historical release of the
sixth Sikh guru, Guru
Hargobind, from the
Mughal prison along with
52 kings in 1620.
Guru Hargobind after
his release directly reached
the Golden Temple,
whereupon the holy city
was illuminated and decorated and people lit
earthen lamps to celebrate
his release.
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wenty-seven cases of firecracker-related eye injuries
were reported by the PGIMER
hospital here on Diwali.
These people from Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Uttar
Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh
suffered eye injuries during
Diwali festivities on Wednesday
and came to the emergency services department of PGIMER,
Chandigarh, for treatment, offi-
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cials said.

They include 20 males and
seven females and only 11 of
them are above 16 years of age.
Hospital officials said the
youngest among the injured is
a two-year-old.
Of the 27 patients, 11 were
injured while lighting firecrackers, while the remaining
16 were bystanders.
Twelve patients required
surgical intervention and
injuries of eight of them are
serious.
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ven as the Supreme Court’s
directions to burst crackers
between 8 pm to 10 pm were
flouted at many places in
Punjab on the day of Diwali,
the State’s air quality data show
decline in the pollution levels
this year.
As per reports from many
parts of the state, many people
indulge in bursting of crackers
on Wednesday even before the
two-hour timings allowed by
the Apex Court, throwing to
the wind all directions and
warnings by the court and the
government.
While the police claimed
that they have kept an eye on
the violation of the Supreme
Court guidelines, and action
would be initiated against the
defaulters, it failed to provide
exact numbers against whom
the action has been taken for

F78;4C74?>;8242;08<43C70CC74H70E4
:4?C0=4H4>=C74E8>;0C8>=>5C74BD?A4<4
2>DAC6D834;8=4B0=302C8>=F>D;314
8=8C80C430608=BCC743450D;C4AB8C508;43C>
?A>E8344G02C=D<14AB0608=BCF7><C74
02C8>=70B144=C0:4=5>AC74E8>;0C8>=
the violation.
On the other hand, the
Punjab Pollution Control
Board (PPCB) claimed that
the State, this year, took a lead
to celebrate green Diwali.
The State’s air quality data,
collected by the state pollution
control board, show that
Punjab’s average air quality
index was 234 on Diwali day
this year, against the figure of
328, recorded in 2017 on
Diwali. “This indicated at a
very encouraging decrease of
29 percent in the air quality
index (AQI), hence the better

quality of air this year than the
previous ones,” said the Bioard
member secretary Krunesh
Garg on Thursday.
Garg said that the data has
been collected by the
Continuous Ambient Air
Quality Monitoring Stations
established at Amritsar,
Jalandhar, Ludhiana, Khanna,
Mandi Gobindgarh and Patiala.
Stating that the figures are
“very encouraging”, Borad
chairman Prof SS Marwaha
said that awareness campaigns
against bursting of crackers
launched by the State

Government and the non-govt
organizations (NGOs) have
started showing the results.
“Last year, average PM10
was 430μgm/m3 and PM2.5
was 226μgm/m3 whereas this
year, these are 277μgm/m3
and 126μgm/m3 respectively,”
he said.
Prof Marwaha pointed
that there was 36 percent and
44 percent reduction in PM10
and PM2.5 levels respectively
than the previous year which
is a very encouraging trend.
He attributed it to the school
and college students who had
come forwarded to say ‘no to
cracker bursting’.
Mar wah thanked the
Punjabis for obeying the
Supreme Court directions and
celebrating the Green Diwali
this year.
A day before Diwali, the
Punjab Government had
issued strict instructions to all

Deputy Commissioners, Police
Commissioners, Senior
Superintendents of Police
(SSPs) and Regional Officers
of Punjab Pollution Control
Board to ensure no bursting of
crackers outside allowed time
limit.
The directions, to ensure
strict compliance of the
Supreme Court’s order regarding not allowing bursting of
crackers beyond the stipulated timeframe of two hours on
Diwali, were issued by the state
Environment and Climate
Change Department considering the growing air and
noise pollution which rises to
serious proportions.
All the concerned authorities have been ordered to
maintain strict vigil on Diwali
night to stop bursting of crackers outside the allowed limit of
8 pm to 10 pm only. The SHOs
of the concerned Police

Stations were made personally liable in case of any violation, and strict action would
be initiated against them.
Notably, the crackers not
only release obnoxious molecules in the air but also release
Particulate Matter (PM), both
PM 2.5 and PM 10, increasing
the level of air pollution. These
gases and PM 2.5 has the
potential to directly enter into
ones lungs which may cause
irreversible damage especially to the children and old people.
Pertinently, Supreme
Court has ordered banning of
all kind of fire cracking before
8 pm and after 10 pm on
Diwali and Gurpurab night.
On Christmas eve and New
Year eve, when such fireworks
start around midnight, that is
12 am, the bursting of crackers have been allowed from
11:55 pm till 12:30 am only.
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he Paradip BJD organised
a protest meeting and picketing in front of the refinery
project of the IOCL protesting
apathy towards the local youths
in providing them jobs.
The BJD workers took out
a rally led local BJD president
Sumanta Kumar Biswal and
secretary cum Municipality
Chairman Basanta
Kumar Biswal.
Health Minister
Pratap Jena, Mines
Minister Prafulla
Chandra Samal,
E r a s a m a
Balikuda
MLA
Prasanta Kumar
Muduli, MP Dr
Kulamani Samal and
former ZP president
Sabita Mohapatra
were present and
criticized the Modi

3V_XR]e`Y`deµC`d`X`]]R :Ui`_bUVYbY^W*=QY^
QSSecUTXU\TVb_]G2
5Rj¶jVRcRWeVc8:eRX
>38B7070B144=
>1B4AE8=6
²A0B06>;03810B³
5>A?0BC54F
H40AB
?=BQ
17D10=4BF0A

he West Bengal
Government has
T
decided to observe ‘Rosogolla
Day’ on November 14 to commemorate the first anniversary
of the State’s achievement of
Geographical Indication (GI)
tag for its ‘Banglar Rosogolla’.
This would be a festival similar to Odisha’s ‘Rasagola Dibas’
being observed over past few
years.
As part of the West Bengal
celebrations, varieties of
Rosogollas would be showcased in stalls of the ‘Mishti
Hub’ at the Eco Park in
Kolkata. There would also be
discussions on the history of
Rosogolla at the place, an official said.

Notably, Odisha has been
celebrating ‘Rasagola Dibas’
on the Niladri Bije day of Lord
Jagannath and His siblings
each year since 2015.
The day is observed in
Odisha to reaffirm the birth of
the syrupy dessert in Odisha
and cherish its link to the
Jagannath culture.
The Odisha Government
has also submitted the required
documents seeking GI tag for
‘Odisha Rasagola’ in February
this year.
The status of the application is yet to come in public
domain.
The centuries-old sweet
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n a daring broad daylight robbery, six unidentified miscreants looted over C60 lakh from
two staffs of a private cash management company at gunpoint
near Gediapalli under the
Bolagarh police station area in
Khordha district.
Sources said the miscreants,
who seemed to have knowledge
about the transportation of the
cash, came by three Bajaj Pulsar
bikes and looted the cash belonging to a private bank from the
two staffs of Radiant Cash
Management Service Private
Limited.
One of the staffs, Laxmi
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<P]PVT\T]cBTaeXRT
?aXePcT;X\XcTS
Narayan Khatua, said they were
returning to office after collecting cash from Narsinghpur and
K h a n d a p a d a
when the criminals intercepted
their car near Gediapalli and
decamped with the cash by
brandishing guns. On receiving
information, police rushed to the
spot and began an investigation
into the incident.

dish has its roots in the
Odia culture and tradition
as evident from the
Niladri Bije ritual of Lord
Jagannath at the end of
Ratha Yatra where the
Lord offers the sweet to
Mahalakshmi to pacify
her anger. It is believed
that Lord Jagannath tries
to appease His consort
after he returns to his abode
after a nine-day vacation without her in company.
Experts have claimed of
Rasagola being cited in the
‘Dandee Ramayana’, the Odia
adaptation of the Valmiki
Ramayana by sage poet
Balaram Das, the eldest of the
Panchasakha in the 15th century.
Further, the Dandee
Ramayana has featured in
World e-Book of 1921 published by the Calcutta
University which has mention
of Rasagola’s association with
traditions and practices associated with Lord Jagannath.
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fter a gap of 40 days, the
Jeypore police succeeded
in arresting main accused of
Rajanaghar firing Bikash Patra
from a village of West Bengal.
A special team led by second officer Siba Shankar Sahu
arrested Patra from his hideout.
The Jeypore firing has created a tense situation among
the denizens. Earlier, six persons were detained by the

elections round the
politicians here
Withcorner,

?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A

police while one more is supposed to be detained.
IIC Jeypore town police
station Baleswar Gidhi said
the accused Patra has been sent
for a two- day remand and
information regarding the pistol her used is yet to be collected. Gidhi also said the 8th
accused will soon be taken to
custody.
According to sources,
Santosh Nayak and his father
sustained critical injuries in the

firing. Santosh and his father
were travelling on a motorcycle when five miscreants intercepted them near Rajnagar in
the afternoon.
As soon as they stopped,
the miscreants opened fire on
them.
The father-son duo was
rescued and rushed to Jeypore
hospital. Later, Santosh was
shifted to the Saheed Laxman
Nayak (SLN) Medical College
Hospital.

new political party soon.
Rout told reporters that the
new party would “fight against
corruption, gross injustice and
misrule” in the State.
The party would follow
the principles and ideologies of
veteran leader late Biju Patnaik,
he said.
However, he denied possibility of this outfit’s
alliance with any other political party.
A meeting would be held
for formation of the party on
November 9 and 10, following
which a formal announcement
in this regard would be made
at a Press meet on November
11 or 12, Rout informed.
He alleged that the BJD
Government is against formation of a new regional party and
trying to create dissension
among the leaders who are
keen to join it.
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he Kalinga Institute of Industrial
T
Technology (KIIT) University here
would hold its 14th Annual Convocation
on November 10. Students of the 2017-18
graduating batch from all streams would
receive their degrees.
Governor Prof Ganeshi Lal would
address the students as chief guest while
Prof Ernesto Kahan, Sr. Vice-President,
World Academy of Arts & Culture
(WAAC), USA, (recipient of the 1985
Nobel Peace Prize) would grace the ceremony as chief speaker.
Besides Prof Kahan, the university
would honour six other eminent personalities from different walks of life with
Honoris Causa degrees.
They are The Rt. Hon. The Baroness
Usha Kumari Prashar, UK (D.Litt.);
Niklaus-Samuel Gugger, Member of Swiss
Parliament (D.Litt.); Prabhu Gaur Gopal
Das, Life Coach, Monk & Spiritual
Motivational Speaker (D.Litt.); Kabir
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Bedi, Indian film personality (D.Litt.); Dr
Md Sabur Khan, Chairman, Board of
Trustees, Daffodil International University,
Dhaka, Bangladesh (D.Litt.); and Prof
Dinabandhu Sahoo, Director, Institute of
Bioresources
and
Sustainable
Development (IBSD), Imphal, Manipur
(D.Sc.).
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Government and the stepmotherly attitude of the IOCL
in regard to engagement to
local youths and land losers.
The leaders also criticised
Paradip MLA Dr Damodar
Rout for working for his personal interest rather than that
of the general public. MP Dr
Kulamani Samal presided over
the programme which hundreds of people joined.

are trying their best to endear
themselves to their party leaders and people as well. They
are even warding off a slightest comment made against
them by rivals.
An interesting situation
has arisen in the Kantabanji
Assembly constituency after
former MLA Santosh Singh
Saluja, in a statement to a TV
channel, reportedly suggested
that Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik give a BJD ticket to an
educated candidate for the
Assembly seat.
His suggestion has apparently hurt the sitting BJD
MLA Ayub Khan.
Addressing reporters here
on Tuesday evening, Khan
observed that giving a piece of
advice to Naveen Patnaik as to

who should be given a ticket
is “ridiculous”. “Naveen
Patnaik has been successfully
running the Government in
Odisha for the last 19 years.
Rate of development in an
area can be measured through
works. During my tenure as
an MLA, a lot of developmental works have been
undertaken,” said Khan.
Reacting to Saluja’s statement, Khan alleged that he
(Saluja) has obtained a B Com
certificate in the manner of
Munna Bhai MBBS film.
“I have done B Com genuinely. A lot of developmental works had been undertaken in Kantabanji Assembly
constituency,” said Saluja,
when contacted for a comment.

radesh Congress Committee president Niranjan Patnaik on
Thursday ridiculed the Narendra
Modi Government for implementing
demonetisation with ‘little’ results.
“Two years have been completed to the Modi Government’s
demonetisation. Currency notes of
C500 and C1000 denominations were
made invalid with an aim to curtail
shadow economy and use funds in
illegal activities and terrorism.
But where that black money
went,” wanted to know Patnaik.
He said announcement of
demonetisation by PM Modi was followed by prolonged cash shortage for
weeks, disrupting the economy.
People seeking to change the old
currency notes had to stand in long
queues and several deaths occurred
in different places for heavy rush.
“According to a 2018 RBI report,
approximately 99.3 per cent of the
demonetised currency notes (C15.30
lakh crore of C15.41 lakh crore) was
demonetised.

This shows that the effort of
demonetization was taken in a hurry
and this had failed to remove black
money from the economy.
This move had reduced country’s
industrial production and GDP
growth rate. It was stated that around
C7,000-crore black had been deposited in foreign banks. How is this possible,” questioned the PCC chief.
“There might be some link of BJP
leaders with the deposit abroad.
The PM is silent on this vital
issue too. He should tender an apology for this wrongful decision,”
demanded Patnaik.

C% Sb4Qde]`_^jY
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Brahmapur: Police have arrested the absconding director
couple of dubious chit fund
company Datum from
Bhubaneswar who allegedly
duped crores of rupees from
gullible depositors and went
absconding, SP Pinak Mishra
said at a Press meet here.
The accused were identified as company managing
director Braja Mohan Patnaik
and his wife and one of the
company’s directors Tridhara
Mohanty. Police tracked their
phone calls and arrested them
from an undisclosed location in
Bhubaneswar. They were produced in court Tuesday and
were remanded to judicial custody after the court rejected
their bail pleas.
Coming to know of their
arrest, hundreds of duped
depositors thronged the
Golanthara police station and

demanded their money back.
They were pacified by police,
who assured them that their
money would be returned after
the remand period is over.
The couple would be taken
on five days remand for interrogation on the firm's financial
details, movable and immovable assets and the amount of
money it had collected from
depositors, the SP said.
The police will also gather
details about the names of
agents and associates involved
in the illegal assets held by the
firm. Action would be taken
against the couple on the basis
of the directives of the
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the Crime Branch.
Around 1,558 depositors have
deposited C50 crore in the
firm, he said. Police said
Patnaik started his career by
opening a grocery shop at

Brahamapur and later launched
a scheme of gift coupons
promising attractive incentives
to customers. Soon membership grew and he registered his
firm under the 1956
Companies Act, and opened a
chit fund firm 'Datum' at
Gundicha Nagar near Kanishi
in 2006. Patnaik lured people
from the State and outside
promising to double their
money through deposit
schemes. He promised to pay
maturity value to depositors in
2.7 years and three years and 11
months.
As per the SP's directions,
a special squad comprising
ASP Santanu Das, Sadar
SDPO Ashok Kumar Mohanty,
DIB DSP Ajay Kumar Mishra
and Golanthara IIC Alok Jena
was set up to track down
Patnaik and his wife and arrest
them.
PNS
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n an effort to sustain the
tempo of modernisation and
operational preparedness, the
Defence Ministr y has
enhanced the financial powers
of the Vice Chiefs of three
Services from C100 crore to
C500 crore for procuring arms
and ammunition. This will
enable the armed forces to
increase the reserves of arms
and ammunition.
The decision comes in the
backdrop of critical shortages
of these items and the
Comptroller and Auditor
General(CAG) pointing out in
one of its report tabled in
Parliament that the Army does
not have the adequate reserves
for fighting an intense ten-day
war. The shortage ranges from
bullets, rifles, shells for artillery,
rockets and other related
ammunition for the three
Services.
To speed up the process of
filling these gaps in reserves,
the Ministry on Thursday
announced the decision to delegate greater financial decisionmaking powers to three Vice
Chiefs in order to expedite the

decision making process
involved in the revenue procurements of the Armed
Forces.
With the new delegation,
the Vice Chiefs will be able to
exercise financial powers up to
five times more than the existing powers with an enhanced
ceiling of C500 crore. This is
likely to give another fillip to
the capacity of the three Armed
Forces. Officials said Defence
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
has taken this important decision to augment the arms and
ammunition reserves of the
Armed Forces to enhance their
operational preparedness.

1DLGXWRYLVLW)UDQFHIRU
$UPLVWLFHRI:RUOG:DU,
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New Delhi: Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu will be on a
three-day visit to Paris starting
Friday to represent India at the
Armistice of World War I centenary commemoration, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said Thursday.
Heads of State or
Government of over 50 countries and their representatives are
expected to participate in the
centenary activities, it said.
On Sunday, the Vice
President will attend the ceremony to commemorate the
armistice of World War I at Arc
de Triomphe, presided over by
French President Emmanuel
Macron. During the visit, that
comes at the invitation of the
French Government, Naidu will
also address the Indian community on Friday and will inaugurate the Indian War Memorial
at Villers Guislain on Saturday.
“As part of the Armistice
Centenary, the French
Government will also be host-

ing the Paris Peace Forum,
which will take place in Paris
from November 11-13. The
Forum is envisioned as a recurring, annual event to promote
governance solutions in five
key areas: Peace and Security,
Environment, Development,
New Technologies, and Inclusive
Economy,” the ministry said in
a statement.
The vice president will
speak at a high-level panel discussion titled ‘Dialogue of the
Continents on Global
Governance’, it said.
He will also hold a number
of bilateral meetings on the
sidelines of the Paris Peace
Forum, the statement said.
India was one of largest contributors of soldiers during
World War I. India’s participation at the Armistice Centenary
ceremony will be a befitting tribute to the sacrifices made by
these soldiers, underlining
India’s historical contribution to
global peace and security. PTI

Procurement through revenue route is an ongoing
process unlike capital procurements for which the
Defence
Acquisition
Council(DAC) and the Cabinet
Committee on Security(CCS)
has to give an approval before
the contracts are inked.
The enhanced powers to
the Vice Chiefs will enable
them to take decisions on their
own as earlier they had to seek
the Defence Ministry approval
for procurements over C100
crores, sources said. Moreover,
the armed forces can now buy
various items ranging from
rifles to ammunition for tanks,

artillery, fighter jets and warships on a faster pace.
Meanwhile, Sitharaman on
Friday will take part in the
induction ceremony of M-777
ultra light howitzers and K-9
artillery guns at Artillery
Centre, Deolali, Maharashtra.
Four M-777 guns and ten K-9
long range artillery guns will be
inducted
on
Friday.
Incidentally, these two artillery
guns are the first to be inducted after nearly three decades
since the Bofors scandal stalled
artillery modernisation.
India had inked a contract
for 100 Vajra K-9 Tself propelled guns of 155mm caliber
with a striking range of 28-38
km range in 2017 for C4,300
crores. The next lot of 40 guns
will come in November next
year and remaining lot of 50
guns in 2020, officials said.
This gun will be deployed in
the plains and can fire three
rounds in 30 seconds, 15
rounds in three minutes in
intense firing mode and 60
rounds in 60 minutes in the
sustained firing mode. These
guns are manufactured under
Buy Global procedure of India
in a joint venture and will

have up to 50 per cent local
content under a joint venture
between Larsen and Tourbo
and South Korea’s Hanwha
Techwin.
As regards the M-777, the
Army is procuring these howitzers through the foreign military sale(FMS) route from the
US. The total contract is for 145
guns worth over C5,000 crores to
be deployed in the mountains
for the newly raised Strike Corps
to fight China. The gun has a
strike range of 30 kms and can
be airlifted through helicopters
and aircraft to remote and inaccessible forward posts located on
the Line of Actual Control(LAC)
facing China. The contract was
inked in November 2016. The
BAE systems manufactures
these howitzers.
While the first lot of four
will be inducted on Friday,
from June next year starts the
next batch arrives and then on
in phases. The induction rate is
expected to be five guns per
month till complete consignment is received by mid 2021.
Made of titanium, each gun
weighs 4,000 kg making its
transportable by helicopters
and aircraft.
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ountry’s first Multi-Modal
Terminals is all set to be
dedicated by Prime Minister
Narendra at his Varanasi
Parliamentary constituency on
Monday. This is the first of the
three Multi-Modal Terminals
and two Inter-Modal Terminals
being constructed on the
Ganga river. Modi is also
scheduled to receive India’s
first container vessel name MV
Rabindranath Tagore that has
sailed from Kolkata on October
30, 2018, carrying cargo to
Varanasi. Container movement
on an inland waterway in India
is being done for the first time
post-independence.
The MMTs are being built
as part of the Government’s Jal
Marg Vikas project that aims to
develop the stretch of River
Ganga between Varanasi to
Haldi for navigation of large
vessels upto1,500-2,000 tonnes
weight, by maintaining a
drought of 2-3 metres in this
stretch of the river and setting
up other systems required for
safe navigation.
The project of multi-modal
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terminal and proposed Freight
Village at Varanasi are expected to generate 500 direct
employment and more than
2,000 indirect employment
opportunities.
The objective is to promote
inland waterways as a cheaper
and more environment friendly means of transport, especially for cargo movement.
Inland Waterways Authority of
India (IWAI) is the project
Implementing Agency
The JMVP is being implemented on the Haldia-Varanasi
stretch of National Waterway1 (NW-1) with the technical
assistance and investment support of the World Bank, at an

estimated cost of C5,369.18
crores ($800 million, of which
$375 is IBRD loan) on a 50:50
sharing basis between
Government of India and the
World Bank.
The project entails construction of 3 multimodal terminals (Varanasi, Sahibganj
and Haldia); 2 intermodal
terminals; 5 Roll On — Roll
Off (Ro-Ro) terminal pairs;
new navigation lock at
Farakka; assured depth dredging; integrated vessel repair &
maintenance
facility,
Differential
Global
Positioning System (DGPS),
River Information System
(RIS), river training & river
conservancy works.
In a separate event the
same day, Prime Minister will
also inaugurate two National
Highways projects — the
Babatpur-Varanasi Airport
road and Varanasi Ring Road.
In addition to this, he will also
inaugurate some sewerage projects in the city and lay foundation stone for a project
under Namami Gange programme of National Mission
for Clean Ganga.
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ith an eye on the Lok
Sabha polls, Chief
W
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
stepped up efforts to expand his
influence in the most backward
communities living in the forest protected regions of the
Eastern Uttar Pradesh by granting their villages the status of
revenue villages, entitling them
to land rights as also access to
ration card, electricity, water,
toilets, health centres and
schools.
It is estimated that over
50,000 villagers may thus be
brought into the ‘mainstream’
by the the Yogi Government.
This could give the
Government a leg-up in backward communities and send a
political message across the
state with a tough election battle only six-month away.
Twenty three ‘Vantangiya
villages’ inhabitated by backward caste, mostly belonging to
‘Nishad’ community of
Gorkhpur and Maharganj districts, have been accorded sta-

tus of revenue villages in
October 17, 2017.The process
of giving similar status to the
villages in Balrampur district is
under process.
The decision marked the
end of long struggle by these
forest dwelling community for
their permanent land rights.
They were brought and settled
here by the British around
1922 from different places for
growing seasonal crops in the
space lying between the trees,

Post-Independent, in eighties
‘Vantangiyas’ were sought to be
evicted by forest department,
triggering series of conflicts.
The Forest Rights Act ,
2006, enacted when BSP was in
powerm, gave them land titles.
It is now that ‘Vantangiyas’ look
forward to a ‘permanent settlement’ of their issues, though
, for many there is still a long
way to go. “ Jitna kabbja tha
utna nahin mila”, complains
Ram Sukhdev Nishad at `Aam

Bagh` village saying the entire
stretch of the land he was cultivating for decades was not
allotted him.
Yogi and his Gorakhnath
Math’s sustained interest in the
community who are a mix of
OBC & Scheduled caste has
now brought ‘Vantangiyas’
from neglect to seemingly limelight.
Chief Minister’s supporters
say Yogi as an MP had first celebrated ‘Diwali’ with
Vantangiyas’ in 2007 and since
than he has been visiting them
frequently.
Yogij paid visit to
`Tinkonia-3’ village on
November 7, to celebrate
Diwali with them.
The Chief Minister has
ordered speeding up the development programmes in for
`Vantangiya’ villagers after having brought them under the
revenue map, says Ranvijay
Singh ‘Munna’, Gram Pradhan,
and a Yogi confidante.
District magistrate K
Vijendra Pandiyan says with
Yogi’s initiative “reserve forest
villages were converted to rev-

enue villages”.
Gorakhpur Commissioner
Amit Gupta also avers that
‘Vantangiya’, would have a better life after the Yogi government accorded them revenue
village status last year.
As one enters the
`Tinkonia-3’ village, close to
Gorakhpur, a tent school is
being run for class one to five
(148 students) as also a junior
school from class six to eight
(31 students) with children
vociferously repeating what
‘Sahayak’ teacher Rekha Singh
is reading out to them.
“ Yogi started the first school
here in 2007 under the banner
of Guru Goraksha Sansthan”,
says Meena Singh, Block
Development Officer, Chargaon,
walks you around. “ No pakki
sadak or bus service though, 108
& 102 ambulance service is
provided for now”, says Singh.
With Yogi himself taking
interest and monitoring the
development works after
according revenue village status to ‘Vantangiya’ villages,
central and State Government
promoted
development

schemes are flowing in officially. The villagers are gradually having access to ration
cards, AAdhar cards and drinkable water from what they call
TTSP (Tap, Tap, Stardard Post)
with several taps around one
post.
“Their name did not figure in 2011 census and could
not be beneficiary of the central schemes”, says JB
Khuswaha,
Additional
Development Officer, who also
mentions that ‘Vantagiyas’ did
not have voting rights until
recent years.
With the official machinery in action and moving in
regularly, the villagers hope that
all of them would be voting in
the Lok Sabha-2019 polls .
Though
in
2015,
‘Vantangiyas’ participated in
Panchyat elections but only as
voters attached to other gram
Panchayats.
The caste certificates too
which were earlier denied to
them may now be delivered to
them, giving ‘Vantagiyas’ life
advantages in the caste-driven
State.
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aking note of ongoing crisis
in Mizoram, the Election
T
Commission has summoned
State chief electoral officer SB
Shashank and set up a threemember committee to look
into the allegations. After the EC
decision, the protest was called
off by NGO Coordination
Committee demanding the
removal of Shashank.
Earlier, the EC has set up a
high-level committee headed by
a deputy election commissioner to hold talks with protestors
seeking ouster of the Mizoram
poll panel chief. The Mizoram
is slated to go to polls November
28 to elect its new Assembly.
In a statement, the EC said
it has accepted the broad contours of the resolution passed by
the Mizoram’s NGOs coordination committee, spearheading
the protest, after its delegation’s
deliberations with the EC. “The
Election Commission has also
decided to depute a high-level
team led by Mizoram Deputy
election Commissioner Sudeep
Jain to hold further deliberations on their resolution,” the

statement said. Jharkhand Chief
Electoral Officer Lalbiaktluanga
Khiangte, who is also a Mizo,
has been included in the EC
panel.
Members of the influential
NGOs including Young Mizo
Association (YMA) had blocked
the office of CEO at Aizawl
demanding his removal for his
reported “pro-Bru refugee”
stance and his role in the transfer of Mizoram principal secretary (home), Lalnunmawia
Chuaungo, recently.
Shashank had earlier
defended Chuaungo’s transfer
saying the latter was found
“interfering” in preparation of
electoral rolls for Bru refugees
and deployment of central security forces.

About 40,000 Brus had fled
ethnic violence in 1997 and have
since spent their lives in refugee
camps in adjoining Tripura
when they had fled Mizoram
following an ethnic clash with
the Christian Mizos. A few
returned after a quadripartite
agreement signed among the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the
Governments of Mizoram and
Tripura, and a group representing the refugees.
The NGOs demand that the
Bru should cast their votes in
Mizoram and not in relief
camps as is being planned by the
EC. The principal secretary
(home) had reportedly tried to
stop an EC’s decision to allow
Bru refugees cast their votes in
relief camps.
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propos a news report
titled “DSP Mishra levels
allegations against 3 IPS officers” published on November
4 edition of The Pioneer, the
CBI said, “It is clarified that
the case was entrusted to
CBI by the High Court of
Chhattisgarh and was registered in CBI on 11.02.2015.
CBI took over the investigation of the case which was

earlier registered by
Chhattisgarh Police vide FIR
12/2011 at Police Station
Chhura on the allegations
that Shri Umesh Rajput, a
Journalist of Chhura,
Gariyaband (Chhattisgarh)
was shot dead at his residence
in the evening of 23.01.2011.
After the investigation, CBI
filed a chargesheet against the
accused persons and the court
framed charges on the same.
The case is under trial in the

Court at Raipur. The matter
is sub judice. Allegations
made against officers of CBI
in the story is denied”.
The Pioneer news report
was based on a three-page
complaint of CBI DSP NP
Mishra sent to the CBI
Director on June 21, 2018
“Through Proper Channel”.
The reporter also contacted
the CBI spokesperson and
duly incorporated his comments in the story.

New Delhi: The Rajasthan
Government has told the
Supreme Court that no illegal
mining was going on in 115.34
hectares of land in Aravalli area
of the State.
The chief secretary of
Rajasthan has filed an affidavit
in the apex court which had on
October 23 expressed shock
over 31 “vanished” hills or
hillocks in Aravalli area and had
asked the State Government to
stop illegal mining in 115.34hectare area there within 48
hours. “It is stated on affidavit
filed by D B Gupta who is chief

secretary of the Government of
Rajasthan that there is no illegal
mining going on in respect of
115.34 hectares of land, as mentioned in our order dated
October 23, 2018,” a bench
headed by Justice Madan B
Lokur noted in its October 29
order. In the affidavit, the chief
secretary has also said that
approximately 27 per cent
ground truthing of the area has
been done and serious efforts
would be made to complete the
entire exercise within a period
of three months as per directions
of the top court.

Ground truthing is an exercise conducted to ascertain the
empirical evidence at the actual site. The apex court posted the
matter for further hearing after
three months.
On October 23, the top
court had observed that though
Rajasthan was earning a royalty of around C5,000 crore from
mining activities in Aravalli, it
cannot endanger the lives of
lakhs of people in Delhi as disappearance of hills there could
be one of reasons for rise in pollution level in the national capital region (NCR).
PTI
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ilver leaf or ‘chandi ka vark’
manufacturers beware! If
found using any material of
animal origin in silver leaf
(chandi ka vark), which is used
for decorating sweets, you
could face legal action.
Silver leaf or vark is used
not only in sweets and confectionaries like cakes and chocolates but also in syrups like that
of Kesar (saffron) and as an
ingredient in various ayurvedic
and herbal products, summer
drinks and Chyawanprash, etc.
Following green signal
from the Delhi High Court, the
Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) has
stepped up its efforts to tighten the noose around the
unscrupulous business operators using any material of animal origin during the manufacturing process of silver leaf.
As per the FSSAI, only vegprocessed hygienic silver leaf is

allowed to be sold in the country.
The top food regulator has
asked its counterparts in the
States to crack down on the
violators.
Though it was way back in
2016, the FSSAI had issued a
notification with an aim to
end the widely-used unhygienic practice of using animal
parts in the manufacture of
“Vark”, it was put on hold following Delhi High Court
order. However, early this
year, the Court vacated the
stay paving way for implementation of the ban on usage
of animal parts while manufacturing the silver leaf in the
food industry.
The notification followed
reports that “chandi ka vark’
was being made by hammering
thin sheets of silver in the
middle of sheets made of a
bull’s intestines. After slaughtering the bull, its intestines are
removed immediately and sold

to the manufacturers of foils.
There had been several
complaints against the existing
method of manufacturing of
the silver leaves, as there were
hygiene and safety issues. The
notification aims to streamline
the manufacturing process,
ensure quality and safety.
Shubh Choukesy, Director
of Delhi-based Shree Jagannath
Ji Sterling Product Private
Limited which is engaged in
manufacturing silver foils
through a purely vegetarian
process with the help of fully
automatic and computerised
machines with new technology, said, “it is high-time that the
hygienic method is promoted
to save the consumers from
various diseases.”
He pointed out that the
FSSAI guidelines specify norms
regarding thickness, weight
and purity of the silver leaf. The
manufacturers will also have to
follow the labelling standards
like any other food products.
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he Congress is set to
emerge victorious in
Assembly election in Rajasthan,
Madhya
Pradesh
and
Chhattisgarh, according to a
survey conducted by ABP-C
voters.
As per the survey, the
Congress will get 42.6 per cent
vote shares while the ruling BJP
will get 40.9 per cent votes in
the Assembly polls in Madhya
Pradesh.
The picture changes dramatically in the Lok Sabha
polls. BJP will get 50.2 per cent
vote while the Congress get 37
per cent votes in LS polls. The
others will get 4.8 per cent
votes. In the sur vey,
Jyotiraditya Scindia of
Congress remained the top
choice for the Chief Minister
post with 42.5 per cent of the
respondents followed by
Shivraj Singh Chouhan with 37
per cent of the respondents
favouring the BJP leader.
Interestingly, only 8.2 per cent
respondents want to see veteran Congressman and two-time
Chief Minister Kamal Nath as
the head of the State once
more.
In Rajasthan Assembly
polls , the survey predicted that
the Congress is expected to
snap up 44.8 per cent vote share
while BJP may get 33.2 per
cent.
Chief
Minister
Vasundhara Raje seems to be
struggling against a strong
anti-incumbency factor.
However, if the Lok Sabha
polls is held, the Congress is
expected to get 36 per cent vote
share while BJP will get 47.5
per cent vote share. The Voters’

9h^cXaPSXchPBRX]SXP
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#!$_TaRT]c^UcWT
aTb_^]ST]cb
spontaneous preferences for
Chief Minister are as —
Vasundhara Raje 21.6 per cent,
Ashok Gehlot 22 per cent and
Sachin Pilot 38.8 per cent.
In Chhattisgarh, the survey predicted that the Congress
is expected to get 36.9 per cent
vote share while BJP will get
34.7 per cent vote share in the
Assembly polls. In the Lok
Sabha polls, the Congress is
expected to get 40.1 per cent
vote share while BJP to get 41.7
per cent vote share. Raman
Singh is projected as the most
favorable leader for the CM
post, while Ajit Jogi is more
preferred than any Congress
leader.
In release, the ABP-C-voters said, “The data is weighted
to the known demographic
profile of the States. Sometimes
the table figures do not sum to
100 due to the effects of rounding. Our final data file has
Socio-Economic profile within +/- 1% of the Demographic
profile of the State. We believe
this will give the closest possible trends. The Tracking Poll
Fieldwork covers random probability samples during the last
7 days from the release date.
The sample spread is across all
Assembly segments in the pollbound States. MoE is +/- 3% at
macro level and +/- 5% at
micro level with 95%
Confidence interval.”
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ttacking the Narendra
Modi Government on the
second anniversar y of
Demonetisation, Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday said the
poor people of the country
were cheated as never before by
the “so-called Notebandi”
which made them the worst
sufferers and “they will give a
befitting reply” to the perpe-

trators of the “biggest scam”
India had seen.
Meanwhile, even as the
Congress and the Left parties
too attacked the Centre on
demonetisation, former
Finance
Minister
P

Chidambaram on Thursday
said a Karnataka-type alliance
would be required to defeat the
BJP.
Batting in favour of what
he called “strategic alliances”
Chidambaram said “strategic

alliance will definitely benefit
the Congress” and the “best
way to defeat the BJP is to work
out State-wise alliances.” He
added, “one kind of the alliance
is formed in Karnataka.
Similar kinds of alliances
should be built in different
States.”
In a sudden move, the
Prime Minister had on
November 8, 2016 announced
the demonetisation of C500
and C1,000 notes with a
promise of filtering out the
black money.
The move, however, failed
to hit the multiple targets it was
aiming at, prompting the
Bengal Chief Minister to call it

the “darkest day of India.”
There was a definite agenda
behind the decision she said
wondering “for whose benefit
it was meant.”
She asked, “Why was the
decision taken and who benefited from the decision?”
adding “I have a suspicion
that the decision was taken to
satisfy the agenda of a few
people.”
After the “so-called
demonetisation” the agricultural sector, small businessmen,
farmers, labourers, domestic
workers and small traders had
suffered the most, Banerjee
said claiming how she saw
people crying “after which I

really realised that it was a total
disaster.”
She said how, “the economy is now totally depressed,
business is now finished and
oppressed and common people
are completely suppressed,”
whereas the “value of Rupee
has gone down.”
The common people of
India who had reposed faith in
the Government felt cheated by
it and those who had suffered
the most would now give a
befitting reply to the BJP-led
Government, Banerjee said
apparently predicting a below
par electoral performance for
the saffron outfit in the coming elections.
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he All Assam Students’
Union (Aasu) and 28
other organizations on
Thursday staged a agitation at
Dispur area protesting against
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill 2016 in Assam and threatened to isolate the ruling BJP
in the next elections in
Assam.
Hundreds of people took
part in a massive rally organized by the Aasu and other
organizations shouting slogans against the BJP led government in Assam and Chief
Minister
Sarbananda
Sonowal.
“This is just a warning to
the BJP led government in
Assam today. The Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill 2016 must
be cancelled and there cannot
be any compromise on that.
Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal must
have the courage to say no to
the Bill,” said Aasu adviser
Samujjal Bhattacharyya while
addressing the rally today.
“The BJP has promised to
depor t
the
illegal
Bangladeshis. But it did not
happen. The indigenous people are supposed to get constitutional
safeguard.
However, nothing happened,”
he said adding that the indigenous people are being tortured by the move to execute
the proposed constitutional
amendment bill.
Aasu president, Dipank
Kumar Nath said that the
people of Assam voted the
BJP in 2016 for a change.
“However, the BJP led government is behaving the same

way the Congress did. We are
not going to accept the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill, which will threaten the
indigenous communities in
Assam,” nath said.
He also said that while the
Congress government sympathized with the religious
minority people for the sake
of vote bank politics, the BJP
government is also sympathizing with the linguistic
minorities (Hindu Bengalis)
for the sake of vote bank of
politics,” he said adding that
the organizations will take
massive agitation measures if
the Bill is not scraped.
“The Centre is out to
insult the Assam Accord by
amending the Citizenship
Act. We’re not going to let that
happen. We’ll continue our
protest till the Centre cancels
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill, 2016. This government in
Assam bfore coming to power
spoke of jaati, maati and
bheti, but it has pushed the
State towards crisis by trying
to execute the Bill. In this
hour of crisis, we appeal to all
linguistic and ethnic groups
of the State to oppose the Bill
unitedly,” Nath appealed.
The organizations today
made it clear that the democratic movement crusade
against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, 2016; the
Foreigners (Amendment)
Order, 2015; the Passport
(Entr y
into
India)
Amendment Rules, 2015 and
the proposed long-term visas
to people from Bangladesh,
Pakistan and Afghanistan
would continue until they
are cancelled.

and social sectors. He also
prayed for the return of good
governance and development
under the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership
and that people reposed faith

on him in the forthcoming Lok
Sabha elections.
He went to Raj Bhawan to
meet Governor O.P. Kohli and
exchange New Year greetings.
Rupani also met senior police

officers and their family members at the Police Officers’
Mess at Shahibaug Dafnala. He
lauded the role of forces in
maintaining peace, safety and
security of the people.
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Thiruvananthapuram: The Kerala Government has initiated a
scheme to provide free education and vocational training to the
children of those fishermen who died or went missing in the 2017
Ockhi cyclonic storm.
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said 194 students have been
identified as beneficiaries.
"A total of 194 students, which includes children at all levels, from lower primary to professional colleges, have been identified as beneficiaries.
The government will provide vocational training to 124 students who have completed graduation," Vijayan said in his official Twitter handle Thursday.
He also said Rs 13.92 crore would be allocated from the Chief
Minister's Disaster Relief Fund.
The scheme envisages a package of Rs 10,000 per year for
children in classes from LKG to Class V, Rs 25,000 for children
in classes 6 to 10, Rs 30,000 for higher secondary students and
up to Rs 1,00,000 for students doing graduation.
"The project will continue till 2037," Vijayan said.
Ockhi was a Category three level tropical cyclone that had
hit the shores of Kerala in November 2017.
PTI
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Kochi: The Kerala High Court
on Thursday turned down a
bail plea by a man arrested last
month, saying protests against
the entry of women to the
Sabarimala temple were unacceptable.
"The protests at Sabarimala
are not acceptable as it is
against the verdict of the
Supreme Court," a High Court
Bench said, rejecting the
request for bail by Kochi resident Govind Madhusudhan.
"If the bail application is
considered, it will send wrong
signals and similar incidents
will recur again," the court said.
Madhusudhan was arrest-

ed at the temple town during
protests against the entry of
women in the age group of 10
to 50, effectively opening up the
shrine to all women.
The police have arrested
over 3,500 people and registered close to 540 cases.
Around 100 people are still in
judicial custody.
The protesters last month
prevented 12 women from
entering the temple. Similar
protests were seen when the
temple opened for a day on
November 5 when three
women were forced to return
without offering prayers.
IANS

ost of the business establishments across Gujarat
would remain close and roads
of majority cities and towns
would wear deserted look till
November 11th in wake of
Gujarati New Year and extended Diwali vacation.
As per Hindu Gujarati
Calendar Diwali is the last day
of the year. Traditionally businessmen and professionals
keep their establishments close
after Diwali and start working
from ‘Labh Pancham’ – Fifth
Day post Diwali after offering
puja.
During Diwali vacation,
most of the businessmen prefer to travel across the globe.
Most of the Hotels situated at
tourist places within Gujarat as
well as across the nation would
be full of Gujaratis for the next
4-5 days. Moneyed Gujaratis
would go abroad after offering
Puja on the day of Diwali and
the next day – Gujarati New
Year which they call ‘Besatu
Varsh’.
Most of the exotic tourist
destinations in the country
Simala, Manali, Nainital,
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Kerala, places in adjoining
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra as well as
across North India would be
thronged by Gujaratis for next
few days. According to
Devendra Shah, a travel agent
most of these destinations
were book well in advance.
Large numbers of people are
travelling in Far East countries
that include Thailand,
Malaysia and Pataya and
Bangkok, says Shah.
Meanwhile Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani on
Thursday exchanged Vikram
Samvat-2075 New Year greetings
with
people.
Accompanied by his wife

Anjaliben, Rupani began his
New Year Day by visitiing to
Panchdev Mahadev Mandir
in Gandhinagar and Bhadra
Kali Temple in Ahmedabad.
He met people and exchanging
New Year’s greetings at
Community Centre at the
Ministers’ Conclave at
Gandhinagar and at Circuit
House Annexe at Shahibaug in
Ahmedabad.
Rupani said the country is
in for changes while Gujarat is
committed to improve the
condition of the poor, havenots, Dalits, suppressed and
oppressed and attempt to
ensure Gujarat exceled in agriculture, education, health, rural
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he post-mortem conducted
on the carcass of tigress
T
Avni, which was shot dead by
the Maharashtra Governmenthired sharpshooter in forests of
Pandharkawada in Yavatmal
district last week, has revealed
that the wild cat “died of excessive internal haemorrhages and
cardio respiratory failure".
"In our opinion, the tigress
has died of excessive internal
haemorrhages and cardio respiratory failure," the postmortem report submitted to
the State forest authorities on
November 5 stated.
The post-mortem was conducted by a team of doctors at
the Forest Development
Corporation of Maharashtra
Ltd-run
Gorewada
International Standard Zoo
Rescue Centre in Nagpur.
The post-mortem report
also stated that Avni's stomach
was "fluid filled and no major
solid contents", while her small
intestines was "fluid and gas
filled" The large intestines were
"fluid and gas filled".
One of the forensic experts
who part of the team that conducted the post-mortem conducted on the deceased tigress

said that Avni was hungry
when she was shot.
Avni, aged between five
and 6 years, was being accompanied by her two cubs – both
10 year old ones, when she was
shot by sharp shooter Asgar
Ali, son of controversial sharpshooter Nawab Shafath Ali
Khan from Hyderabad, at compartment number 149 of Borati
forest under the jurisdiction of
the Ralegaon police station.
The two cubs have gone
missing since the tigress was
eliminated on the night of
November 2. The forest
department officials have
launched its massive search to
secure the two missing cubs.
The ballistic tests and
chemical analysis are being
currently conducted at the
Regional Forensic Laboratory
in Nagpur, reports of which
reports are awaited.
The elusive tigress T1,
better known as Avni of
Pandharkawada hills - that
had allegedly mauled as
many as 13 persons to death
during the past two years in
Yavatmal district in Vidarbha
region in Maharashtra – was
shot dead on the night of
November 2, after a massive
53-day hunt.

AT_aTbT]cPcX^]P[__XR

The elimination of Avni
has sparked a major controversy, with Union Women &
Child development minister
and animal rights activist
Maneka Gandhi dubbing the
tigress’ elimination as "straight
case of crime” and virtually
rooting for Mungantiwar's dismissal from the Devendra
Fadnavis Cabinet.

After issuing a detailed
statement on the issue,
Maneka has also taken up the
matter with Maharashtra chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis.
“I request you to fix the
responsibility for the illegal
killing of the tigress and consider removing Mugantiwar
from the responsibility of the
Ministry of Environment and

Forest in the state government. I have personally
known you an animal welfare
person and I am sure you will
consider my request,” Maneka
wrote in her letter to the
Chief Minister.
On his part, the
Maharashtra government on
Monday ordered a probe into
the killing of Pandharkawada

Tigress T1, who was believed to
be responsible for deaths of several people, to ascertain
whether “there were any lapses in the operation” by the state
Forest department. “The probe
will address all questions being
raised by Union minister
Maneka Gandhi,” Fadnavis
said.
In a strongly worded statement issued two days after
Avni’s elimination, Maneka
had said: “This is the third tiger
being killed on directions of the
Environment and Forest
Minister. Earlier, a dozen leopards and 300 wild boars have
been killed on his directions. I
am shocked that such a person
is continuing to hold a ministerial position,” Gandhi said in
a strongly worded statement
Maneka, who had initially
put out a series of tweets on the
incident, said in her statement:
“It (the killing) is nothing but
a straight case of crime. Despite
requests from his own forest
department and People all over
India, Sh Sudhir Mugantiwar,
Minister for Environment and
Forests, Maharashtra gave
orders for the killing”.
Terming Avni’s killing as
“illegal”, Maneka had said:
“Every time he has used the

Hyderabad shooter, Shafat Ali
Khan and this time his son has
also appeared on the scene ille-

gally to kill the tigress. His son
was not authorised to kill. This
is patently illegal”.
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he clamour for fixing the
responsibility for the
elimination of “Avni” intensified on Thursday, with environmentalists writing to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi demanding an “impartial” inquiry into the tigress’
killing by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA).
A wildlife-centric site,
natureconnect.com has written to Modi demanding a
probe by the NIA, while the
NGO, Resqink Association
for Wildlife Welfare (RAWW)
has sought a CBI probe into
the tigress’ killing on
November 2.
Natureconnect’s founder
B. N. Kumar said that his
organisation looked forward
to the Prime Minister, being
the Chairman of National

Board for Wildlife, ordering
an “impartial” investigation
by NIA to unearth facts
about Avni’s killing in view of
that in her case, the guidelines
of
National
Tiger
Conser vation Authority
(NTCA) had been allegedly
flouted.
Satpuda Foundation’s
Kishor Rithe said the investigations must go into the
man-animal conflicts prevailing in the Yavatmal forests
in view of the fact 13 human
lives were lost in the region
during the last two years.
Karnataka-based veterinarian Prayag H. S. said Avni’s
two orphaned 10-month cubs
must be secured immediately. He also said after going
through the findings oif the
tigress' autopsy report, he
would move the Supreme
Court.
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t least 37 domestic and
A
international flights of Air
India were delayed on Thursday,
after contract workers belonging
to airline’s subsidiary company
went on a flash strike at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji International
Airport here since Wednesday
night.
"Due to a sudden industrial situation at Mumbai by Air
India Air Transport Services
Limited (AIATSL) employees,
some flights have got delayed.
We are assessing the situation
and all efforts are being made to
minimise delays or disruption,"
an AI spokesperson said earlier
in the day.
In an effort to mitigate the
situation, the airline management summoned permanent
employees from their homes to
normalise the flight operations,
especially the early morning
departures from here which had
been delayed by more than two
hours.
Sources in the national carrier said that till around 4 pm, as
many as 37 flights – both domestic and international – were
delayed. There was no information about further flight delays
later in the evening.
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The trouble began after the
contractual ground staff of
AIATSL, a subsidiary of Air
India, resorted to a flash strike on
Wednesday night demanding
Diwali ex-gratia and also reinstatement of some sacked
employees.
The AIATSL provides
ground handling services to Air
India across airports in the
country. It has about 5,000
employees, including those on
contract. The sources pegged the
number of contractual workers
who had gone on a strike at the
Mumbai airport, at little over
1,000.
Earlier in the morning, one
of the angry passengers stranded at the Mumbai airport
Sumanto Dey@dey sumanto
tweeted:
“@MoCA_GoI
@airindiain @narendramodi it's
shameful for the government to

run AirIndia anymore.
Passengers stranded in Mumbai
airport due to strike!!!!! Strike in
Airline services...that too sudden!
Serious threat!!!
“#airindia the call centre
has no clue and confirms that the
IA625 scheduled to depart at
8.25am is on time at 9.10 am!
What a joke!!!! This is how a
business in service industry is not
to be run. #shamefulairindia
@MoCA_GoI @narendramodi
@airindiain,” Dey tweeted.
Another stranded passenger
Anand Sivakumaran tweeted:
“#AirIndia Why did I book this
fatichar airline. 676 from Kol to
Mum delayed by 3 hrs. No
announcement. No staff. Just an
SMS five minutes before departure time. And with news of the
strike in Mumbai wish someone
would tell us if this bloody flight
will take off or not”.

DP chief and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu on
Thursday met Janata DalSecular (JD-S) supremo HD
Deve Gowda in Bengaluru in
a bid to unite the Opposition
parties against the BJP ahead
of the 2019 general elections.
"The meeting with former
Prime Minister Deve Gowda
and Karnataka Chief Minister
HD Kumaraswamy was an
initial exercise to unite the
Opposition parties," Naidu
told reporters after an hourlong meet at Gowda's residence in the city's southwestern suburb.
Sustained by the recent
bypolls victory Naidu's meeting with the JD(S) supremo
HD Devegowda comes in the
backdrop of Congress-JD(S)
coalition resolving to contest
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections
together against the BJP.
The Opposition parties
will work together to "save"
Indian democracy, the Telugu

19?QTcaPhTS\X]X]Vf^aZTab)6^P2^]VaTbb
Panaji: State Congress president Girish Chodankar on
Thursday accused the ruling
BJP of cheating several thousand mine workers and others linked to ancillary businesses, amid repor ts of
Centres' refusal to bring about
an ordinance to circumvent a
Supreme Court-imposed ban
on mining in the coastal State.
"With its own majority,
the BJP Government at the
Centre turning down the
demand from Goa mining
dependents for resumption of
mining activity through an
ordinance, it has become clear
that the BJP in Goa was fool-

ing them," Chodankar said in
a statement.
Mining in Goa was

banned in February this year
by the apex court, faulting the
state government for irregu-
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inisters and leaders of the AIADMK
saved a movie starring Joseph Vijay, one
M
of the mega stars of Tamil film industry from
a possible failure in the box-office.
The movie Sarkar which hit the screens
on Tuesday as a Diwali gift to the fans of Vijay
grossed more than C30 crore on day one itself,
according to industry sources. The previous
incident of a movie creating collection
record on day one was Mersal, the 2017
release by Vijay himself which grossed C20
crore. (There are two Vijays in Tamil films,
Joseph Vijay and Sethupati Vijay).
Interestingly, the move Mersal shot into
fame because of the protagonist’s taunting
remarks about demonetisation. This had
earned the wrath of the BJP. But this time, it
is the AIADMK which is at the receiving end
of the story line as director AR Murugadoss
has cast Varalaxmi as a caricature of late
Jayalalithaa, former Chief Minister and party
supremo. What adds fuel to fire is the fact that
Sarkar has been produced by Sun Movies,
owned by the first family of the DMK.
Film actor Vijay had tumultuous relations with the DMK before the 2011
Assembly election and he had campaigned for
the AIADMK in the hustings. This was
reportedly due to the denial of theatres to
screen Vijay’s movies at the instance of the
Maran brothers who own the Sun Movies.
The mega star and the Marans had a business rivalry at that time and it was Jayalalithaa
who stood with the actor according to an
AIADMK insider.
‘Sarkar’, though a potboiler movie from
the Kodambakkam dream factories, stands
out because of the ridiculing of the free bee

culture prevailing in Tamil Nadu. The prerelease observations made by the ministers
added to the Unique Selling Proposition of
the movie, says Nakulan Abhijit, an avid
movie watcher. “Had the AIADMK leaders
ignored the taunting, this movie would not
have made any impact other than that of yet
another Vijay number,” said Abhijit.
Kadambur C Raju, minister for information and C V Shanmugham, minister for
law issued warnings to the director of the
movie to remove the scenes depicting the ruling party in poor light. “We will discuss the
issue in the party and consult the chief minister for further action,” said Raju.
"Through this movie, an attempt is made
to instigate violence in society. It is not less
than a terrorist instigating people for violence.
It attempts to pull down a democratically
elected government. We will take action
against the actor and the team," said
Shanmugham.
The movie comes at a time when fans of
Vijay believe that the super star is planning
to enter politics. They point out the dialogues
penned for him by the script writers of Sarkar.
If Vijay joins mainstream politics, Tamil Nadu
would see a galaxy of stars vying for the post
of Chief Minister. Kamal Haasan, who
describes himself as Ulaga Nayagan
(Universal Hero), Rajanikanth (king of
styles) have already made known their political dreams.
Sarat Kumar and Vijayakanth are already
there in the political arena of Tamil Nadu.
Vishal, another actor in his 40s too has
announced his plans for a political career in
Tamil Nadu.
Whether Tamil Nadu politics has space
for this many stars will be known only durng
the 2019 Lok Sabha election.

larities in granting second
renewals of 88 mining leases,
while also directing the state
government to allot the mining leases afresh.
Faced with demands for
immediate resumption of
mining from those depending
on the industry, leaders of the
BJP-led coalition government
have been repeatedly assuring
them, that an ordinance to
circumvent the Supreme
C our t order was being
worked on by the Centre,
which would facilitate easy
and quick resumption of the
industry.
IANS

Desam Party (TDP) supremo
said.
"Chandrababu Naidu has
taken the lead and met several leaders to consolidate all
secular parties to remove
NDA Govt in 2019. He met
me & HD Kumaraswamy
today to work out further
strategy," he added.
"Under
the
NDA
Government, all autonomous
institutions like the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
and the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) have been destroyed,"
he added.
The National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) Government's
policies like demonetisation
have thrown the country's
economy into a crisis, Naidu
claimed.
"It is the responsibility of
the opposition parties to join
hands and save the democracy," he stressed.
Naidu's meeting with the
JD-S leaders comes a week
after he met C ongress
President Rahul Gandhi in
New Delhi on November 1 as
part of his effort to unify the

0]SWaP?aPSTbW2WXTU<X]XbcTa=2WP]SaPQPQd=PXSdfPeTbPUcTaQTX]VUT[XRXcPcTSQh:Pa]PcPZP2WXTU<X]XbcTa73
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Opposition.
"We discussed the future
course of action for forging an
alliance ahead of the 2019
general elections," Gowda told
reporters after the meeting.
The meeting with Naidu
was to bring together the
"secular forces" in the country,
said Kumaraswamy.
"Chandrababu Naidu is
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working hard, as a co-ordinator, to unite the secular parties
ahead of the upcoming general elections. We (Naidu and

JD-S leadership) share good
political arithmetics and have
been friends," the Chief
Minister added.
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,QGLDDQG3DNLVWDQKDYHQRWEHHQWDONLQJVLQFHWKH
0XPEDLDWWDFNVRIWLPHIRUDUHVHW"

)

URPWKHSHUVSHFWLYHRIFDOPUHDO
LVWLFDQGUXWKOHVVVHOILQWHUHVW1HZ
'HOKLVKRXOGFRQVLGHURSHQLQJXSWKH
GLDORJXHSURFHVVZLWK,VODPDEDGVWDOOHG
IRURYHUDGHFDGHQRZLQWKHZDNHRIWKH
 0XPEDL WHUURU DWWDFNV 3ULPH
0LQLVWHU,PUDQ.KDQLVEXV\WU\LQJWRSUH
YHQW DQ LPSORVLRQ LQ 3DNLVWDQ DV WKDW
FRXQWU\·VHFRQRP\WHHWHUVWRZDUGVFRO
ODSVHWKHRQFHSURXG3DWKDQKDVODWHO\
VSHQW KLV WLPH UXQQLQJ IURP 6DXGL
$UDELDWR&KLQDEHJJLQJERZOLQKDQGDV
KHSUHSDUHVWRPDNH3DNLVWDQ·VFDVHIRU
\HW DQRWKHU  ,QWHUQDWLRQDO 0RQHWDU\
)XQGEDLORXW7KH'XUDQG/LQHUHPDLQV
DVSRURXVDVHYHUDQGWKH3DNLVWDQ$UP\DQG,6,·VUXQQLQJRIFRYHUWRSHU
DWLRQVLQ$IJKDQLVWDQKDVRIODWHEHHQPHWZLWKVPDUWFRXQWHUPRYHVE\.DEXO
ZKLOHRQLWV(DVWHUQIURQWWKH,QGLDQ$UP\·VDJJUHVVLYHSRVWXUHRQERWKWKH
/LQHRI&RQWURODQGWKH,QWHUQDWLRQDO%RUGHUKDVPHDQWWKDWODXQFKSDGVIRU
WHUURULVWVEHLQJLQILOWUDWHGLQWRWKH.DVKPLU9DOOH\DUHXQGHUSUHVVXUHDQGHYHQ
WKRVHXOWUDVZKRJHWWKURXJKDUHEHLQJHOLPLQDWHGHIILFLHQWO\LQWKHPDLQE\
,QGLDQVHFXULW\IRUFHV$OORIWKLVGRUHPHPEHULVSOD\LQJRXWDJDLQVWDEDFN
GURSRI.KDQ·VSURPLVHRID1D\D3DNLVWDQRUZKDWKHWHUPVDPRGHUDWH
¶,VODPLF:HOIDUH6WDWH·VKRZLQJQRVLJQVRIFRPLQJWRIUXLWLRQLQWKHQHDU
IXWXUH8QOHVVWKDWLV3DNLVWDQ·VSRZHUIXOQHLJKERXUYL] ,QGLDGHFLGHVWR
KHOSKLPLQKLVSURMHFW)RUDSULFHRIFRXUVH$QGWKDWSULFHLVSHDFHDQG
DQHQGWRWKH3DNLVWDQLGHHSVWDWH VVWUDWHJ\RIEOHHGLQJ,QGLD
,WLVDWUXLVPWKDWRQHVKRXOGRQO\QHJRWLDWHIURPDSRVLWLRQRIVWUHQJWK
7KHTXHVWLRQEHIRUHSROLF\PDNHUVDQGVWUDWHJLFWKLQNHUVLQ,QGLDLVWKHUH
IRUHWRDVVHVVLIZHDUHLQWKDWSRVLWLRQ2XUJXHVVLVZHDUH,WIROORZV
WKHUHIRUHWKDWZHQHHGWRLJQRUHWKHZHOOPHDQLQJLIIRROLVKSODWLWXGHVWURW
WHGRXWE\SHDFHQLNVXUJLQJ1HZ'HOKLWRJRIRUWKHORZKDQJLQJIUXLWVXFK
DVEROVWHULQJWUDGHDQGHFRQRPLFWLHVZKLOHOHDYLQJWKHFRUHFRQWHQWLRXV
LVVXHVLQFOXGLQJWHUURULVPDQG.DVKPLUIRUODWHU2QWKHFRQWUDU\WKHLGHD
VKRXOGEHWRJRIRUWKHELJRQHDVLWZHUHSURYLGHGZHDUHVXUH3DNLVWDQ
KDVEHHQXQGHUPLQHGHQRXJKGRPHVWLFDOO\DQGYLDH[WHUQDOSUHVVXUHVWKDW
LWVOHDGHUVKLSLVZLOOLQJWRHQJDJHFRQVWUXFWLYHO\RQVXEVWDQWLYHLVVXHVWR
SUHYHQWWKHVKDPEOHVRIDIDLOHGVWDWH7KLVGRHVQRWRIFRXUVHPHDQWKDW
ZHZLOOKDYHLWDOORXUZD\FRPSURPLVHVZLOOEHQHFHVVDU\VRPHQRWYHU\
SDODWDEOH%XWSHDFHLQRXUWLPHVLVDSUL]HZRUWKSXQWLQJRQ
$MRLQWGHFODUDWLRQZKLFKLQFOXGHVLQWHUDOLDDFRPPLWPHQWWRHQGVXS
SRUWIRUWHUURULVPLQHDFKRWKHU·VFRXQWULHVZLWKDPHFKDQLVPWRYHULI\WKLV
DFWXDOO\WDNHVSODFHRQWKHJURXQGDMRLQWSXEOLFDIILUPDWLRQRIWKHIDFWWKDW
WKHERUGHUVRIHLWKHUFRXQWU\FDQQRORQJHUEHUHGUDZQDQG,VODPDEDGIRO
ORZLQJ1HZ'HOKLLQGHFODULQJDQXFOHDUGRFWULQHRIQRILUVWXVHVKRXOGEH
WKHEHGURFNRIDQ\DJUHHPHQWDQGWKHDJHQGDIRUWKHGLDORJXH2QFHWKDW V
DJUHHGLQWHQVLI\LQJHFRQRPLFFRRSHUDWLRQHQKDQFLQJWUDGHSURYLGLQJDLG
DQGVXFFRXULQWLPHVRIHPHUJHQFLHVDJUHHPHQWVRQ6LU&UHHNWKH,QGXV
:DWHU7UHDW\JUHDWHUSHRSOHWRSHRSOHFRQWDFWVFXOWXUDOH[FKDQJHVDOOFRPH
LQWRSOD\DQGSURYLGHWKHSURPLVHRIDIXWXUHWKHVXEFRQWLQHQWFDQORRNIRU
ZDUGWR:HZRXOGKDYHWREHSUHSDUHGWKRXJKWRJLYHXSRQJHWWLQJWKH
SHUSHWUDWRUVRIWKH0XPEDLEODVWVRIDQGWKHDWWDFNPDVWHUPLQGV
EDFNWRIDFHMXVWLFHLQ,QGLD³XQOHVVEODFNRSVFDQGRWKHQHHGIXOEHIRUH
DSHDFHGHDOLVUHDFKHG
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7KHSKRWRVKDULQJDSSKDVMRLQHGWKHOLVWRIVRFLDO
PHGLDSODWIRUPVSURPRWLQJELJRWU\DQGKDWHGLVFRXUVH
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RFLDOPHGLDVLWHVDQGDSSVVXFK
DV )DFHERRN 7ZLWWHU DQG
:KDWV$SSDUHQRZFOHDUO\NQRZQ
WRSURYLGHDSODWIRUPIRUIDQQLQJIODPHV
RIGLVFRQWHQWVSUHDGLQJWR[LFLGHDVDQG
IXHOOLQJ KDWHFULPHV ,QVWDJUDP WKH
SKRWRVKDULQJ DSS DSSHDUV WR KDYH
MRLQHGWKHOLVW:DUQLQJVLJQVWKDWWKLV
LVKDSSHQLQJLQDYLFLRXVZD\DUHYHU\
PXFK LQ HYLGHQFH UHSRUWV LQ OHDGLQJ
PHGLD RXWOHWV VDLG PRUH WKDQ 
IDNHKDVKWDJVFXPYLVXDOV³MHZV
GLG³RQ,QVWDJUDPDFFXVLQJWKH
-HZLVKFRPPXQLW\RIEHLQJUHVSRQVLEOH
IRUWKH3LWWVEXUJKV\QDJRJXHPDVVDFUH
LQWKHODVWZHHNRI2FWREHUWKDWOHIWZRUVKLSSHUVGHDGZHQWYLUDOLQWKH
GD\VIROORZLQJWKHDWWDFN:KLOHWKHFDUQDJHZDVKRUULILFLQLWVHOIDQGKDV
ULJKWO\EHHQFRQGHPQHGWKHZRUOGRYHUWKH,QVWDJUDPKDVKWDJOHGWRDZDYH
RIDQWL6HPLWLFIHHOLQJVEHLQJH[SUHVVHGLQWKH86ZKLFKKDVKDGDIODZHG
KLVWRU\RIGHDOLQJZLWKDQWL-HZLVKVHQWLPHQWV,QIDFWWKH,QVWDJUDPKRRN
PDGHWKHWDVNIRUODZHQIRUFHPHQWDJHQFLHVWU\LQJWRFRQWURODQDOUHDG\
H[SORVLYHVLWXDWLRQHYHQPRUHGLIILFXOW,WLVWUXO\GLVWUHVVLQJWKDWLQWKLVLQIRU
PDWLRQDJHVRFLDOPHGLDKDVEHFRPHWKHGULYLQJIRUFHIRUWKHZRUVWIRUPV
RIUHOLJLRXVDQGHWKQLFLQWROHUDQFHDQGLQFLWHPHQWWRYLROHQFH
:KLOHWKHKXPDQLQVWLQFWIRUKDWHPD\EHLQQDWHLWLVDIDFWWKDWWKHULVH
RIVRFLDOPHGLDIRUDOOLWVSRVLWLYHVKDVHPSRZHUHGVLFNLQGLYLGXDOVDQGJURXSV
WRVSUHDGDEXVHELJRWU\DQGGLVFULPLQDWLRQDQGKHOSHGWKRVHLQWKHEXVL
QHVVRISRODULVLQJSRSXODURSLQLRQLPPHDVXUDEO\,QGLDLWVHOIKDVKDGDWHU
ULEOHUHFHQWKLVWRU\LQWKLVUHJDUGDQGPDQ\RIWKHPREO\QFKLQJLQFLGHQWV
RYHUWKHSDVWFRXSOHRI\HDUVKDYHEHHQVRFLDOPHGLDSURSHOOHG7KHSUR
PRWLRQRIKDWHGLVFRXUVHVRQVRFLDOPHGLDGRHVWKHZRUVWGDPDJHRIDOO³
LWKLWVDWSV\FKRORJ\RIDQLQGLYLGXDO$QGZKHQWKDWUHDFKHVFULWLFDOPDVV
PDVVSV\FKRORJ\WDNHVRYHU,WLVQRWWKDWJRYHUQPHQWVDFURVVWKHJOREH
DUHQRWDZDUHRIWKHSUREOHP*HUPDQ\IRUH[DPSOHKDVGHYLVHGDODZWR
VSHFLILFDOO\WDFNOHRQOLQHKDWHVODQGHUDQGELJRWU\ZKLOHRWKHUQDWLRQVWDWHV
LQFOXGLQJ,QGLDDUHFRQVLGHULQJDSSURSULDWHOHJLVODWLRQWRGHDOZLWKWKLVPDOL
FLRXVWUHQG+DWHPRQJHUVKDYHWREHSXQLVKHG:KLOHLWZRXOGEHXQIDLUWR
OD\DOOWKHEODPHRQWKHFRPSDQLHVZKLFKRZQDQGRSHUDWHWKHVHVRFLDOPHGLD
SODWIRUPVWKH\KDYHWREHPDGHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUWKHFRQWHQWWKH\KRVWLQVRPH
PDQQHU7KHVHFRPSDQLHVIRUWKHVXUYLYDORIWKHLURZQEXVLQHVVPRGHOVLI
QRWKLQJHOVHPXVWGRPRUHWKDQMXVWXWWHUSODWLWXGHVDERXWEHLQJYLJLODQWDQG
FODLPLQJSURPSWQHVVLQEORFNLQJRIIHQVLYHSRVWVDQGRUWKHDFFRXQWVIURP
ZKLFKWKH\HPDQDWH,IQRWDVOHGJHKDPPHULVFRPLQJWKHLUZD\
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hat students at a university should
provoke the police into filing
criminal complaints is shameful.
Aligarh University has a long history of students with doubtful loyalty to the country. Quaid-e-Azam Jinnah had
lavished praises on the institution as the arsenal of Pakistan. A sizeable number of its students had gone all the way to Punjab to campaign for the Muslim League during the
1945-46 elections to the Constituent
Assembly. When some of the voters asked the
students what was there for them in the
results since Uttar Pradesh could not be a part
of Pakistan, their reply was that they had
come to make sure the outcome brings a New
Medina. The students had issued a manifesto
which declared that 'Pakistan is our deliverance, defence and destiny. We deny that we
are one nation with Hindus and the rest’.
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, the founder of the
Mohammadan Anglo Oriental College,
Aligarh was a witness to the 1857 happenings. From 1858 right up to 1898, Syed
Ahmad Khan was the pivot around whom
the Muslim politics moved. In the speeches
made at Lucknow and Meerut on December
28, 1887 and March 16, 1888 respectively, he
laid down fundamental guidelines for
Muslims to follow in their interaction with
the British and the Congress. He asked
Muslims not to join the Congress and support only the British. This policy arguably
decided once for all the attitude of the whole
Muslim community towards the Congress.
Few Mussalmans of note since then joined
the Congress except one or two. During his
lifetime, Syed Ahmad did not make any
departure from his political creed.
Late Sir Aga Khan who had led the
Muslim delegation to Viceroy Minto in 1906
and demanded separate electorate, had also
complimented the university for playing a
vital role in the creation of Pakistan. In his
autobiography published in 1954 he had written: Often in a civilised history, a university
has supplied the springboard for a nation’s
intellectuals and spiritual renaissance...
Aligarh is no exception to this rule. But we
may claim with pride that Aligarh was the
product of our own efforts and of no outside
benevolence and surely it may also be
deemed that the independent, sovereign
nature of Pakistan was born in the Muslim
University of Aligarh. Another Muslim
leader, Zia-ul-Hasan Faruqui described
Aligarh as the training centre of the
Mujahideen-i-Pakistan. Muslim leaders, like
Maulana Azad and Humayun Kabir, were vilified and physically abused by the students
of Aligarh Muslim University in 1942). In
1946, communal riots took place in Aligarh.
Four persons were killed and a lakh worth
of property was destroyed. An enquiry conducted by Divisional Commissioner, John
Stone, found that apart city Muslims, students
of Aligarh Muslim University had started the
riots. In October 1947, the Pakistan

Government was found to be
recruiting officers for the
Pakistan Army from Aligarh
Muslim University. GB Pant,
then Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh had to direct the Vice
Chancellor of Aligarh Muslim
University not to allow Pakistani
officers to visit the university.
The Aligarh Movement:
This was launched by Syed
Ahmad Khan in the 1860s. In
terms of its significance and consequences for India, this was the
most important of all movements launched by Muslims in
modern history. The movement
has been called the "Aligarh
Movement" because its headquarters were in Aligarh. Prof
MS Jain in his research monograph, The Aligarh Movement
(1965) asks: "Why did we not
develop into a homogeneous
nation and why did the Muslims
of India, generally speaking,
chalk out a path different from
that of the other communities in
India?" The movement of
Muslim regeneration initiated by
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan provides
the answer.
Richard Symonds who
came out with his book, The
Making of Pakistan, (Faber &
Faber, London 1949) on the
morrow of the emergence of
Pakistan wrote: In politics he
(Syed Ahmad Khan) had
stated that Muslims were a
nation who could not and
must not be submerged in a
system of government by
majority vote. The Pakistanis
rightly claim him as one of the
fathers of their country.
In the Aligarh Institute
Gazette of September 22, 1893,
Sir Syed wrote: "Mahomedans
may accept English supremacy

because they have been conquered by Englishmen, but who
is to make them submit to the
supremacy of Hindus, whom
they regarded their slaves for 700
years?" Sir Syed laid down as a
matter of policy for the Muslims:
Undiluted loyalty to the British
regime. No truck with the Indian
National Congress; and pursuit
of modern education. This was
followed by Muslims like Ameer
Ali until 1906.
Prof Wilfred Smith, who
had taught in Lahore for years,
had said that by 1941 Aligarh
had become the emotional centre of Pakistan; whereas Sir Aga
Khan claimed that the independent and sovereign nation of
Pakistan was born in the Muslim
University of Aligarh.
Uttar Pradesh Muslims,
were at the heart of Muslim separatism, wrote Prof Francis
Robinson of Holloway College,
London. They mainly founded
and, with the exception of the
Bombay-based Jinnah, mainly
led the organisations which
represented the Muslim interest in Indian politics. Syed
Ahmed Khan founded the
Muhammadan Anglo Oriental
College in 1875 at Aligarh,
which directed much early
Muslim political activity and
nurtured many Muslim League
politicians. He followed this
with the establishment of the All
India Muslim Educational
Conference in 1886, which
helped him impress his political will on Indian Muslims.
In 1906, large numbers of
Muslims from Uttar Pradesh
flocked to Dacca to find the All
India Muslim League. In this
organisation, the secretaryship
was the most powerful position.

And between 1906 and 1910 it
was held by Uttar Pradesh
Muslims in Aligarh. After
World War I, Muslims from the
same province set up an association of Indian ulama and
made the Central Khilafat
Committee an organisation of
all India importance.
Soon after his appointment
as Vice Chancellor, Ali Yavar
Jung, suggested certain changes
in the rules of admission.
Making this a pretext, an agitation was almost immediately set
on foot by those who were
opposed to him. Once started,
the agitation did not remain
peaceful. As a matter of fact, it
ended up in an attempt to assassinate the Vice Chancellor to the
horror of everyone. The students
marched with a coffin to the
office where the Vice Chancellor
was holding a meeting of the
University Court, broke into
the meeting hall and assaulted
him so seriously that no one
could have doubts that the intention was to kill him and they
nearly succeeded in their nefarious mission.
Ali Yavar Jung, however, had
a miraculous escape. Justice MC
Chagla was satisfied that the students alone were not responsible for this heinous plot. There
were others hiding in the background. Some members of the
Court obviously sympathised
with the students, and instead of
going to the rescue of the Vice
Chancellor, they looked the
other way. I thought drastic
measures were called for as it was
impossible for the Vice
Chancellor to function in the
existing set-up of the university.
Chagla, therefore, got the
Central Cabinet’s approval to the

promulgation of an Ordinance
by which the existing Executive
Council and the Court were dissolved, and the Government
was empowered to set up a nominated Executive Council and
Court. Chagla took pains to see
that the persons nominated
were sympathetic to the Vice
Chancellor, and held similar
views with regard to the policy
to be adopted in running the
university.
A raging and tearing campaign was started in the country by fanatical elements everywhere. Chagla was charged
with being a dictator and
interfering with the rights of
autonomy of the university.
The demand was made that
the administration should be
left to the Muslim community which had a unique interest
in its well-being and that the
Ordinance should be revoked.
He reminded the agitators
firmly that the Aligarh
University was not a minority
institution as defined in the
Constitution. It was neither
established nor maintained by
the Muslim community. It was
a national institution in which
the whole nation was interested and that, though undoubtedly, it had a special purpose
to serve, namely, the advance
of Arabic and Islamic studies,
that did not change its essential character because even
non-Muslims might have an
interest in such studies.
If some students wish to
leave the university, as they have
threatened to, let them go.
Without them Aligarh should be
better for the studies of the rest.
(The writer is a well-known
columnist and an author)
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Sir — It is lamentable that the
Hindu Right is hell-bent on preventing women in the 10-50 age
group from entering the
Sabarimala temple. Kerala unit
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) president PS Sreedharan Pillai’s himself admitted that Sabarimala is a
‘golden opportunity’ to further its
political interest. Misplaced faith
of the Ayyappa devotees is just an
instrument for the BJP to make
political inroads into the State.
It is a fallacy to say that a
woman who menstruates is not
worthy of being in a place of worship. How can we be so harsh on
our mothers, sisters, wives and
daughters to say that they cannot
accompany us to a deity’s abode?
A lot of energy and resources have
been already wasted on the
Sabarimala row at a time when
Kerala is in dire need of all of that
for its post-flood reconstruction.
G David Milton
Maruthancode

CQfUTU]_SbQSi
Sir— This refers to the article,
“Theory of strong leadership”
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(November 5) by Jasim
Mohammad. India, even after
being the largest democracy in the
world, loses the sanctity of
democracy because of the blasphemy of coalition Governments.
Albeit the denizens of India
exercise voting as their legal right,
a party can overpower the elected party by forming coalitions
with some other minority parties.
The cavetous leaders of the

TSPb2^]VaTbb_aTbXST]ccWPcf^d[SWPeTT]PQ[TS
WX\c^QTcWTUXabc?aX\T<X]XbcTa^U8]SXPWPSc^fXcW
SaPfU^a=TWadc^VTccWT_^bcBPS[hX]bcTPS^U[PdS
X]V ?PcT[b bPRaXUXRT =TWad P]S WXb Pbb^RXPcTb
XV]^aTS ?PcT[ PUcTa WXb STPcW 4eT] WXb SPdVWcTa
<P]XQT]?PcT[fPbX[[caTPcTS
<APcP]
EXP\PX[

minority parties are offered with
a handsome position, and in
turn, form coalition to work
under one of the major adversaries of the party originally elected. This ain’t democracy, for sure,
where the choices of the public
can be neglected to form a
Government of the party not
elected.
Animesh Gupta
Ujjain

@Uddi`_\YdYSc
Sir — Corroborating the common speculation that Sabarimala
issue was blown out of real proportion to take maximum
advantage in favor of BJP,
Sreedharan Pillai, BJP unit
Kerala president, was reported to
have spoken in a closed-door
meeting of the Yuva Morcha in

Kozhikode that they had gotten
a golden opportunity to reap
maximum advantage. With his
statement, he had literally blown
the lid off the dubious agenda
hatched as per a well-written
script. “Making hay while the
sun shines” is the most apt
mantra for the BJP now and they
are doing it the best way possible. They have orchestrated a
well-planned campaign for consolidation of Hindus on this
sensitive issue even though there
are no available scriptures supporting this view.
It is high time people, especially believers of Lord Ayyappa,
saw through the BJP’s ulterior
motives.
People must realise that if
God shows partiality towards
menstruated women, such partiality is not from God but from
mortal men. This is a blasphemous and disparaging stand
towards God.
It is very ironical that the
party that should teach people to
get out of ignorance is teaching
ignorance.
TK Nandanan
Kochi
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

P]P[hbXb
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DVWPRQWK1REHO3HDFH/DXUHDWH.DLODVK6DW\DUWKLGXU
LQJKLVNH\QRWHDGGUHVVDVWKHFKLHIJXHVWRQWKHRFFD
VLRQ RI UG )RXQGDWLRQ 'D\ RI WKH 5DVKWUL\D
6ZD\DPVHYDN 6DQJK 566  DW 1DJSXU FDOOHG XSRQ WKH
VZD\DPVHYDNV YROXQWHHUV WRVHUYHDVILUHZDOOWRSURWHFWWKH
FKLOGUHQRIRXUFRXQWU\,WLVLPSHUDWLYHWRXQGHUVWDQGWKLV
)LUHZDOO FRQFHSW 7KH 566 KDV RYHU  VKDNKDV
EUDQFKHV VSUHDGDFURVVWKHOHQJWKDQGEUHDGWKRIWKHFRXQ
WU\7KHVHVKDNKDVDUHSUHVHQWHYHQLQWKHUHPRWHVWYLOODJHV
,IWKHVZD\DPVHYDNVVWDQGXSIRUWKHFDXVHRISURWHFWLRQWKH
PRVWYXOQHUDEOHDQGPDUJLQDOLVHGFKLOGUHQRIRXUFRXQWU\DQG
SURDFWLYHO\ZRUNWRZDUGVWKHVHQVLWLVDWLRQRISDUHQWVRIFKLO
GUHQDWULVNDJDLQVWKXPDQWUDIILFNLQJSDUWLFXODUO\H[SODLQ
LQJWKHPWKHPRGXVRSHUDQGLRIWKHWUDIILFNHUVDQGYLROHQFH
WKDWFKLOGUHQDUHVXEMHFWHGWRWKHVRFLDOFKDQJHWKDWZLOOWDNH
SODFHLVHQRUPRXV
)XUWKHULIWKH566VZD\DPVHYDNVEHFRPHWKHH\HVDQG
HDUVRIRXUODZHQIRUFHPHQWDJHQFLHVLQWHUYHQWLRQDJDLQVWWUDI
ILFNLQJZLOOEHFRPHPXFKHDVLHUDQGHIIHFWLYH7KLVLVZKDW
6DW\DUWKLPHDQWE\VZD\DPVHYDNVEHFRPLQJWKH)LUHZDOOIRU
WKHFKLOGUHQ*LYHQWKHNLQGRIUHDFKDQGH[SDQVHWKDWWKH566
HQMR\VDFURVVWKHFRXQWU\DQGFRQVLGHULQJWKHIDFWWKDWXQGHU
WKH XPEUHOOD RI WKH 566 DOVR FRPH RUJDQLVDWLRQV OLNH WKH
%KDUDWL\D0D]GRRU6DQJK ODUJHVWWUDGHXQLRQRIWKHZRUOG
DQGWKH$NKLO%KDUDWL\D9LG\DUWKL3DULVKDG $%93  SURPLQHQW
VWXGHQWXQLRQ WKHUROHLWFDQSOD\LQPRELOLVLQJWKH\RXWKRI
WKHQDWLRQIRUWKHEHQHILWRIWKHFKLOGUHQEHVLGHVGHIHQGLQJ
YDOXHVOLNHIUHHGRPRIDVVRFLDWLRQULJKWWRFROOHFWLYHEDUJDLQ
LQJDQGGHFHQWZRUNLQJFRQGLWLRQVIRUDGXOWVLVWRRVLJQLIL
FDQWWREHLJQRUHG
1HHGOHVVWRPHQWLRQWKDWLIDGXOWVDUHHPSOR\HGDQGFKLO
GUHQDUHDWVFKRROJHWWLQJDFFHVVWRPHDQLQJIXOTXDOLW\DQG
HTXLWDEOHHGXFDWLRQSURVSHFWVIRUWKHQDWLRQ·VJURZWKPXOWL
SO\PDQLIROG,W·VDWUDYHVW\RIVRUWVWKDWHYHQ\HDUVDIWHU
,QGHSHQGHQFHHLJKWFKLOGUHQJRPLVVLQJHYHU\KRXUIRXUDUH
VH[XDOO\DEXVHGDQGWZRUDSHGLQWKHFRXQWU\0RVWPLVVLQJ
FKLOGUHQDUHWUDIILFNHGIRUIRUFHGODERXUVH[XDOH[SORLWDWLRQSURV
WLWXWLRQIRUFHGEHJJLQJLOOHJDORUJDQWUDQVSODQWDWLRQFKLOGPDU
ULDJHVVXUURJDF\DQGDUHVXEMHFWHGWRXQDEDWHGDQGXQLPDJ
LQDEOHYLROHQFH7UDIILFNLQJLVWKHWKLUGODUJHVWLOOLFLWEXVLQHVV
LQWKHZRUOGDIWHUGUXJVDQGLOOHJDODUPV
&KLOGZHOIDUHVKRXOGEHDVXEMHFWRIFRPPRQLQWHUHVWWR
HDFKDQGHYHU\FLWL]HQLUUHVSHFWLYHRIFDVWHFUHHGUHOLJLRQ
LGHRORJ\VRFLRHFRQRPLFVWDWXVSROLWLFDOLQFOLQDWLRQDQGIDLWK
$IHZPRQWKVDJRZHUHDGKRZDVSLULWHGDQGUHVSRQVLEOH
FLWL]HQRIRXUFRXQWU\XSRQVHHLQJYLVLEO\VFDUHGDQGGLV
WUHVVHGPLQRUJLUOVEHLQJWUDQVSRUWHGLQ0X]DIIDUSXU%DQGUD
$YDGK([SUHVVDOHUWHGWKH5DLOZD\3ROLFHRYHUD7ZHHW7KLV
DFWRISUHVHQFHRIPLQGOHGWRWKHUHVFXHRIWKHJLUOV,QWKLV
FDVHWKHSHUVRQVHUYHGDVDSURWHFWLYHVKLHOGRU)LUHZDOOIRU
WKRVHJLUOV&KLOGUHQFDQEHIRXQGZRUNLQJLQVXEKXPDQFRQ
GLWLRQVLQWKHORZHUWLHUVRIWKHVXSSO\FKDLQVSDQQLQJDFURVV
WKHLQIRUPDOHFRQRP\LQWKHGHYHORSLQJQDWLRQV6RPHEXVL
QHVVHVLQRUGHUWRNHHSWKHLUSURGXFWLRQFRVWVDWPLQLPXP
FRPSURPLVHXSRQKXPDQULJKWVLQWKHLUVXSSO\FKDLQV%\ER\
FRWWLQJFKHDSSURGXFWVZHFDQGLVVXDGHDQGGLVSDUDJHWKLV
UDFHWRWKHERWWRPWKHUHE\FRPSHOOLQJWKHFRPSDQLHVWRHQVXUH
WKDWWKHUHDUHQRKXPDQULJKWYLRODWLRQVLQWKHLUVXSSO\FKDLQV
7KLVLVDOVRRQHRIWKHZD\VFRQVXPHUVFDQH[HUFLVHWKHLUSRZHU
DQGVHUYHDVDILUHZDOOIRUFKLOGUHQ$VDOHUWFLWL]HQVZHVKRXOG
UHDFKRXWWRWKHSROLFHDQGFKLOGKHOSOLQHZKHQHYHUZHVHHD
FKLOGLQGLVWUHVV
:H PXVW GLVFRXUDJH RXU IULHQGV DQG UHODWLYHV IURP
HPSOR\LQJFKLOGUHQLQWKHLUIDFWRULHVDQGKRXVHKROGVDQGDZDN
HQWKHLUFRQVFLHQFHE\JXLGLQJWKHPWRKDQGRYHUWKHFKLO
GUHQWRWKHODZHQIRUFHPHQWDJHQFLHVVRWKDWWKH\DUHUHSD
WULDWHGDQGUHLQWHJUDWHGLQWRPDLQVWUHDPVRFLHW\7KLVLVDJDLQ
HTXLYDOHQWWRRIIHULQJD)LUHZDOOSURWHFWLRQWRWKHFKLOGUHQDQG
VDYLQJWKHPIURPH[SORLWDWLRQ,WKDVEHHQSURYHQWKDWLQPRVW
FDVHVFKLOGUHQDUHUDSHGDQGVH[XDOO\DEXVHGE\VRPHRQH
NQRZQWRWKHP,WLVLPSRUWDQWWKDWDOORIXVEHFRPH)LUHZDOOV
IRURXUFKLOGUHQDWKRPHDQGRXWVLGHWRHQVXUHWKDWWKH\ILQG
SK\VLFDOO\DQGHPRWLRQDOO\VDIHVSDFHWRGZHOO5LJKWVDQG
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHVDUHWZRVLGHVRIWKHVDPHFRLQ7KHZD\ZH
DVVHUWRXUULJKWVZHPXVWQRWDEURJDWHRXUUHVSRQVLELOLWLHV
WRZDUGVWKHFKLOGUHQDURXQGXV7KHZD\ZHFDUHIRUWKHULJKWV
RIRXUFKLOGUHQZHPXVWDOVRVWDQGXSIRUWKHULJKWVRIRWKHU
FKLOGUHQSDUWLFXODUO\WKRVHZKRIRUVRPHUHDVRQKDYHEHHQ
DOLHQDWHGIURPWKHLUSDUHQWVRUOHJDOJXDUGLDQV:HPXVWSUR
WHFWWKHLULQQRFHQFHVRWKDWWKH\JURZXSWREHFRPHKHDOWK\
HGXFDWHGSURGXFWLYHDQGUHVSRQVLEOHFLWL]HQVDXJPHQWLQJWKH
KXPDQFDSLWDORIRXUFRXQWU\%HFRPLQJD)LUHZDOOIRUWKH
FKLOGUHQLVDFWXDOO\WKHQHHGRIWKHKRXUIRUHYHU\FLWL]HQ7KH
IXWXUHRIRXUFRXQWU\ZLOORQO\EHDVSURPLVLQJDVWKHZD\
ZHWUHDWRXUFKLOGUHQQRZ
7KHZULWHULVDFKLOGULJKWVDFWLYLVW
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ation states have such complicated
pasts, compulsions and cupboards
bursting with skeletons, that they
routinely accuse others of hosting.
Terrorism is one such skeleton that
either elicits a complete denial or a contextual
clean-chit. The US Code of Federal Regulations
defines terrorism as “the unlawful use of force
and violence against persons or property to
intimidate or coerce a Government, the civilian population, or any segment thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives”. This
posits awkward attribution to the historical US
machinations in countries like Nicaragua,
Cuba, Colombia, Chile et al. So, while the
Pakistani involvement in Afghanistan today is
correctly called supporting-terrorism, the
American complicity in the 80s is contexualised
as “necessary”.
Similarly, while the UN and, ironically, the
US also condemned the Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA) as a “terror organisation” — the
subsequent funding, training and arming of the
KLA by the US never earned it the tag of supporting-terrorism. This double standard extends
today to the ongoing battlefields in the Syrian
swathes where the principal terror organisation
ie Islamic State (IS), has been taken head-on by
the Iranian-Syrian combine. Yet, the focus of the
US attacks in the ‘war on terror’ remains on the
Iranian-Syrian combine, whereas a circuitous US
support is still extended to the rebel SalafiJihadist offshoots in the region, torn by the sectarian divide.
Importantly, the sectarian divide pertains to
the local minorities and majorities and is not
necessarily about sovereignty. Herein, the US has
made a deliberate choice in the sectarian muddle and left the sole ‘others’ in the form of
Houthis, Hezbollah and Iran with convenient
terror tags. The Saudi-led military intervention
in Yemen against the uprising by the historically-persecuted Houthis (also declared by the UN
as “human catastrophe”) is afforded a convenient
and contextual view that is unequivocally
denied in the parallel case of the Iranian intervention in Syria, against the IS.
Importantly, terror has struck globally in
recent times, from the US (9/11, Boston
Marathon, Orlando shootout, New York truck
attack etc), European cities (Madrid, London,
Paris, Brussels, Nice, Manchester, Barcelona etc),
Asian cities (Bali, Dhaka, Basilan, Surabaya,
Kabul et al) as also India (Mumbai 26/11, Uri,
Pathankot, Nagrota, among others). None of
these terror attacks can be traced back to either
Iran or to its sectarian proxies that form the crux
of what the US incredulously calls the “world’s
biggest sponsor of state terrorism”. The ideological and sectarian-supremacist strain behind
almost all global terror attacks are known to have
individual or state patronage in the
US-allied Gulf sheikhdoms or countries like
Pakistan.
The Houthi uprising is completely localised
with no international footprint and the Hezbollah
is not known to have partaken any international terror attack for over 25 years, except for its
steadfast resistance to the Israeli occupation of
its lands in South Lebanon and supporting co-
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sectarian Government of the beleaguered Syrian President, Bashar AlAssad, who is facing a desperate battle on two fronts — one against the IS
and the other against the equally
regressive jihadist groups supported by
the Gulf sheikdoms and the US.
Since January 19, 1984, Iran has
remained as a US declared “state
sponsor of terrorism” for having
“repeatedly provided support for acts
of international terrorism”. The annual Country Reports on Terrorism
2017 by the US State Department
notes very selectively, “Iranian-supported Shia militias in Iraq have also
committed serious human rights abuses against primarily Sunni civilians”
and then added in absolute contravention of the ground situation that
“Iran remained unwilling to bring to
justice senior Al-Qaeda (AQ) members residing in Iran”.
Given the sectarian irreconcilability of the prevailing times, attributing
an Iranian angularity in the IS or the
AQ realm is a complete falsity as they
are militarily, ideologically and entirely at war with each other.
Iranian leader Ayatollah
Khamenei alludes to the historical
intrigues of the colonial powers by
questioning: “Who created the IS?
Who strengthened it? Today they

claim that they have established antiIS coalition. This is a lie. This coalition is a lie. Of course, they are
opposed to an uncontrolled IS, but
they like to have a controlled IS in
their hands”, eerily reminiscent of the
tactical propping of the Afghan
Mujahideen in the 80s.
Manufactured outrage against Iran
continued unabated in the US with
President Donald Trump unilaterally
withdrawing from the Iranian Nuclear
Deal. On May 8, 2018, Trump, while
withdrawing had stated “Iran and its
proxies have bombed American
Embassies and military installations,
murdered hundreds of American service members, and kidnapped, imprisoned, and tortured American citizens”
and went on to add that the “deal
allowed Iran to continue enriching
uranium and — over time — reach the
brink of a nuclear breakout”.
Meanwhile, all other signatories of
the P5+1 deal (the UK, Russia, France,
China, EU and Germany) disagreed
on the US observations, as did the
concerned overseeing body, the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA). The European Union (EU)
acknowledged Iran’s complete compliance to the terms of the deal and
noted: “We fully trust the work, competence and autonomy of the

International Atomic Energy Agency
that has published 10 reports certifying that Iran has fully complied with
its commitments.” The US ignored all
advise and arbitrarily slapped sanctions, and further threatened other
countries, like India on their ongoing
trade with Iran.
Recently, the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) at Hague has ordered
the US to ease some sanctions on Iran,
pursuant to a plea by the Iranians. The
legal rebuke to the US which enjoined
Washington to abide by the historical
‘Treaty of Amity’ led to an imperious
US pulling out of the ‘Treaty of
Amity’, post the ICJ ruling. Saner
voices like former US President
Barack Obama who agreed that the
US had pulled the plug “without any
Iranian violation” were lost in the
melee to demonise Iran.
All countries have vested, unique
and realpolitik concerns that often conflict with others, leading to the questionable status of certain historical
actions and reactions. However, in the
case of Iran, facts are of little consequence and the luxury of a contextual
explanation (as reserved for its own
actions) is a complete non-option.
(The writer, a military veteran, is
a former Lt Governor of Andaman &
Nicobar Islands and Puducherry)
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nteracting with global leaders
from the energy sector on
October 15, 2018, in New Delhi,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
flagged three major issues:
First, while expressing concern
over the steep increase in international price of crude oil, he urged all
leading producers/exporters to be
more responsible in fixing the price
to bring it down from the current
high to a reasonable level.
Second, keeping in mind the
overarching need to increase
domestic production India, he asked
them to consider investing in exploration and development of oil and
gas fields and MNCs to transfer of
technology, especially to extract
oil/gas from geologically and phys-

ically challenging ultra-deep water,
high pressure/high temperature
(HP/HT) areas.
Third, considering the debilitating effect of rupee depreciation on
the oil import bill, he urged them to
think through for an alternative
payment arrangement.
The Prime Minister touched
upon all the right notes that are crucial to ensure adequate supply of
energy at affordable price to run the
wheels of the Indian economy.
First, with the Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) countries alone accounting
for over 40 per cent of the world oil
supply, the market for crude is oligopolistic. Each member of the cartel regulates its supply — as per a well
orchestrated agreed plan — in a
manner so as to jack up the price to
the desired level.
In November 2016, the OPEC
decided to reduce output by about
1.2 million barrels a day, effective
from January 1, 2017. Initially operative for six months, they stick to the
cuts. As a result, crude spiked from

$40 per barrel in November 2016 to
over $80 per barrel as on October 15,
2018. The cost of producing oil in the
OPEC countries being pittance less
than $10 per barrel, even at rock bottom $27 per barrel (it reached in
January, 2016), they were making
huge profit. At $80 per barrel now,
they are making exorbitant profit.
Addressing the same forum,
OPEC Secretar y General, M
Barkindo opined that ‘exporting
countries had made their best efforts
to ensure that global market was adequately supplied’, yet if ‘the price has
spurted, this may have a lot to do
with sentiments’. Barkindo was referring to the looming trade war and
impending US sanctions against
Iran. This is skulduggery.
When the underlying fundamental of tight global demand-supply balance is loaded against the consuming
countries (a creation of deliberate
actions by OPEC members), it makes
no sense to blame things on ‘sentiments’. As regards, sanctions against
Iran, if only major exporters like Saudi
Arabia have the will, nothing can pre-

vent them from pumping more supplies to compensate for the reduced
contribution from Iran. The oil rich
countries/exporters also need to ponder whether or not by crippling the
resource position of importing countries (inevitable if the price is high),
they will end up harming their own
interest in the medium to long-term.
Meanwhile, US President
Donald Trump is building pressure
on the OPEC members to bring
down the price to a reasonable level
and is even contemplating the socalled No Oil Producing and
Exporting Cartels Act legislation
which can open the group to antitrust lawsuits. Whether this will
prompt the latter to shed their
intransigence remains to be seen.
In contrast to the dispensation
under the erstwhile United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) regime
when almost every aspect of exploration and production was under
control and micro-managed by
bureaucrats, Modi took some bold
initiatives to improve the policy
environment and reduce regulatory

hurdles. In July 2017, the
Government introduced the
Hydrocarbon Exploration and
Licensing Policy (HELP).
Under it, bidders can get a single licence for exploration of conventional as well as unconventional
hydrocarbons. They can pick up a
block of their choice. They are
allowed freedom of pricing and
marketing. The unconventional fuels
viz coal bed methane and shale
oil/gas produced from existing fields
as also production from marginal
fields also qualify for this freedom.
HELP offers revenue sharing
contract. This eliminates scope for
Government intervention and
reduces interface with the bureaucracy and eliminates delays. The operator can remain focused wholly on
optimising production without having to worry as to whether any activity and associated cost will be recognised. It provides a certain and stable policy environment.
Further, to make policy environment for production from
deep/ultra-deep water, geologically

and physically difficult fields attractive, in March 2016, the Government
allowed higher gas price-based on
alternate fuels viz fuel oil, naphtha,
LNG et al. Modi has thus created a
perfect policy setting that should
enthuse resource rich countries in
Middle East and MNCs to invest in
exploration and production in India
and bring in technology needed for
extracting gas from difficult areas.
As regards, despite continuing
strong fundamentals of the Indian
economy, the Rupee has lost value primarily because of exogenous developments — increase in US interest rate
and withdrawal of monetary stimulus. To ensure that India is not
unnecessarily penalised, ways have to
be found to avoid making payment in
dollar. Modi is taking right steps but
the road ahead is tough. There are
limits to influence actions of oil producers though enticing MNCs to participate in Indian exploration efforts
and alternative payment arrangements is doable.
(The writer is a freelance
journalist)
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inance Minister Arun Jaitley
said on Thursday global
payment gateways like
Mastercard and Visa are losing
market share to indigenous
RuPay card and UPI payment
system.
In a Facebook post marking the second anniversary of
demonetisation, the Minister
said note ban has increased digital transactions.
“Today,
Visa
and
Mastercard are losing market
share in India to indigenously
developed payment system of
UPI and RuPay card whose
share has reached 65 per cent
of the payments done through
debit and credit cards,” Jaitley
said.
Unified Payment Interface
(UPI) was launched in 2016
involving real time payments
between two sets of mobile
holders.
Its transactions have grown
from C50 crore in October
2016 to C59,800 crore in
September 2018.
Besides, the Bharat
Interface for Money (BHIM)
app developed by National
Payments Corporation of India
for quick payment transactions using UPI, is currently
being used by 1.25 crore people.
The value of BHIM transactions has gone up from C2
crore in September 2016 to
C7,060 crore in September
2018. The share of BHIM

transactions in overall UPI
transactions is at about 48 per
cent in June 2017.
Terming the criticism, that
almost the entire cash money
got deposited in the banks
post demonetisation, as “illinformed”, Jaitley said confiscation of currency was not an
objective of demonetisation.
“Getting it into the formal
economy and making the holders pay tax was the broader
objective. The system required
to be shaken in order to make
India move from cash to digital transactions. This would
obviously have an impact on
higher tax revenue and a higher tax base,” Jaitley said.
The Government had on
November 8, 2016, announced
ban on old 500 and 1000 rupee
notes, to curb black money in
the system.
Of the C15.41 lakh crore
worth C500 and C1,000 notes in
circulation on November 8,
2016, 99.3 per cent or notes
worth C15.31 lakh crore have
returned to the banking system.
This means, just C10,720
crore of the junked currency
did not return to the banking
system.
After the note ban, old
junked notes, called specified
bank notes (SBNs), were
allowed to be deposited in
banks with unusual deposits
coming under income tax
scrutiny. Jaitley said demonetisation compelled holders of
cash to deposit the same in the
banks.

“The enormity of cash
deposited and identified with
the owner resulted in suspected 17.42 lakh account holders
from whom the response has
been received online through
non-invasive method,” he said.
The violators faced punitive actions. Larger deposits in
banks improved lending
capacity for the banks. A lot of
this money was diverted to
mutual funds for further
investments. It became a part
of the formal system, Jaitley
added.
He said the share of indigenously developed payment system of unified payments interface (UPI) and RuPay card have
reached 65 per cent of the payments done through debit and
credit cards.
In 2017-18, the tax returns
filed reached 6.86 crore, an
increase of 25 per cent over the
previous year. This year, as on
October 31, 2018, already 5.99
crore returns have been filed which is an increase of 54.33
per cent compared to the previous year.
Economic Affairs Secretary
Subhash Chandra Garg said
demonetisation and GST
reflect long-term vision of the
government and its ability to
undertake massive structural
reforms. “Tax filers under both
direct and indirect taxes are
close to getting doubled. Digital
payments have risen sharply
and become common place.
Fake notes are out,” Subhash
ChandraGarg tweeted.
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ndia will start exporting raw
sugar to China from early
next year, a move which will
help to bridge the widening
trade deficit with the neighbouring
countr y,
the
Commerce Ministry said
Thursday.
“A contract for exporting
15,000 tonnes of raw sugar has
been entered to by the Indian
Sugar Mills Association and
COFCO, a Government of
China run public sector company,” it said in a statement.
It said India plans to export
two million tonnes of raw
sugar to China beginning next
year.
“Raw sugar is the second
product after non-basmati rice

that China will import from
India. It is a move to reduce the
$60 billion trade deficit that
China has with India,” the
ministry added.
India’s export to China in
2017-18 amounted to $33 billion, while imports stood at
$76.2 billion. India is the largest
producer of sugar in the world
with 32 million tonnes production in 2018. It produces
sugar of all three grades- raw,
refined and white.
“Indian sugar is also of a
high quality and is Dextran free
because of the minimum time
taken from cut to crush. India
is in a position to become a regular and dependable exporter
of high quality sugar in significant volumes to China,” it
added.

n expert committee set up
to recommend relaxing
norms for setting up petrol
pumps and retailing ATF in
India has sought public comments on the issue before finalising its views.
The Oil Ministry had last
month set up a five-member
expert committee to recommend easing of fuel retailing
licensing rules.
“The first meeting of the
committee was held on
November 2, and the Committee
desired to have the views/suggestions of all the stakeholders/
general public,” a notice issued by
the ministry said.
It asked for comments on
the subject within two weeks.
At present, to obtain a fuel
retailing license in India, a company needs to invest C2,000
crore in either hydrocarbon
exploration and production,
refining, pipelines or liquefied
natural gas (LNG) terminals.
The expert committee has
been asked to “look at various
issues related to the implementation of existing guide-

lines for grant of marketing
authorisation of market fuels petrol, diesel, and aviation turbine fuel (ATF),” the separate
ministry order constituting the
panel said.
The panel includes
renowned economist Kirit
Parikh, former oil secretary G
C Chaturvedi, former Indian
Oil Corp (IOC) chairman M A
Pathan, IIM Ahmedabad
Director Errot D’souza and
Ashutosh Jindal, joint secretary
in the ministry of petroleum
and natural gas.
The panel has to furnish its
report within 60 days after due
consultations with stakeholders.
The panel will “review the
existing architecture and extent
of private sector participation
in retail marketing of major
transportation fuels in the
country,” the order said.
It will “identify entry barriers, if any, for expansion of
retail outlets for private marketing companies.”
State-owned oil marketing companies — Indian Oil
Corp (IOC), Bharat Petroleum
Corp Ltd (BPCL) and
Hindustan Petroleum Corp
Ltd (HPCL), currently own
most of 63,498 petrol pumps in
the country.
Reliance Industries, Nayara
Energy — formerly Essar Oil
and Royal Dutch Shell are the
private players in the market
but with limited presence.
Reliance, which operates the
world’s largest oil refining complex, has less than 1,400 outlets.
Nayara has 4,833 while
Shell has just 114 pumps.

BP plc of UK had a couple
of years back secured a license
to set up 3,500 pumps but hasn’t yet started doing so. Last
week, French energy giant Total
in a joint venture with Adani
Group announced plans to set
up 1,500 petrol pumps in the
next 10 years.
IOC is the market leader
with 27,325 petrol pumps in
the country, followed by HPCL
with 15,255 outlets and BPCL
at 14,565 fuel stations.
The expert committee will
“assess the need, if any, to further liberalise the existing
guidelines for authorisation of
private sector marketing companies,” the order said.
A senior Oil Ministry official said the Government is
keen on getting more private
players in the arena and is willing to relax investment norms
as well as the number of permissions needed for setting
up a petrol pump.
The expert group would
make specific recommendations on the nature of amendments required to the existing
guidelines for grant of a license
to private retailers.
The official said more
competition would improve
services as well as give customer choice. It may also lead
to retailers vying with each
other to offer the best price.
Currently, the three oil
marketing companies are following the same methodology
for fixing retail prices, which on
almost all occasions are in
sync with one another and
prices vary by just a few paise.
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arket regulator Sebi has
barred Narendra Singh
M
Tanwar, proprietor of Capital

True Financial Services, from
acting as investment adviser in
order to prevent him from
further misleading investors
on false pretense.
The market watchdog has
also restrained Tanwar from
diverting any funds raised from
investors until further orders.
Also, he has been directed to
submit a list of clients and fee
collected from them to Sebi

within 21 days.
The move comes after the
regulator received a complaint
in August alleging that Tanwar
had promised a lucrative return
to the complainant by investing
his money in the securities
market over a short period of
time (4 months) for a large fee.
While examining the complaint, the regulator found that
Tanwar had obtained registration from Sebi to act as an IA
(investment adviser) by producing an experience certificate
which showed that he was
working as a portfolio man-
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agement advisor with the
stock broker during January
2009 to June 2014.
However, when the veracity of the experience certificate
was scrutinised by questioning the signatory of the certificate, it turned out to be
prima
facie
not
genuine/forged/fabricated, the
regulator noted.
“It is prima facie held
that the noticee (Tanwar), by
submitting false documents
has obtained registration from
Sebi as an IA and has prima
facie violated...IA Regulations,”
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) said in
an order dated November 6.
The regulator believes
“there is no other alternative
but to take recourse through an
ad interim ex-parte order

against the noticee for preventing him from collecting
fees and indulging in investment advisory activities”. Sebi
through an ex-parte ad-interim
order ordered Tanwar “to cease
and desist from acting as investment advisor and cease to solicit or undertake such activities or
any other unregistered activity
in the securities market, directly or indirectly, in any manner
whatsoever until further orders”.
Besides, he has been
ordered “to immediately withdraw and remove all the advertisements, representations, literatures, brochures, materials,
publications, documents, websites, communications etc in
relation to their investment
advisory or any activity in the
securities market until further
orders”.

tate-owned Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd
(BSNL) has launched
an alternative digital
KYC process for issuing
new connections across
various circles, a top
official has said.
The telecom PSU
has informed the
Department of Telecom
(DoT) about the new
system which has been rolled
out, Chairman and Managing
Director Anupam Shrivastava
said.
“We have conveyed that we
have launched the new system
across all our circles and it has
stabilised,” Shrivastava said.
Earlier this week, large private telecom operators including Vodafone Idea and Bharti
Airtel said they have begun
rolling out ‘alternate digital
KYC (know your customer)
process for new connections,
which will replace Aadhaarbased electronic verification
process.
Airtel has started rolling
out the alternative digital KYC
in select circles including Delhi,
UP (East) and UP (West) with
plans to extend to other locations in the coming days.
Vodafone Idea has also
confirmed its new digital KYC
process is live and being rolled

out nationally, and added that
the DoT instructions allow for
provisional rollout of digital
KYC.
Reliance Jio sources, too,
had indicated that the operator
has a plan on alternate digital
KYC and will roll it out soon.
However, it is not clear if
telecom service providers are,
for now, simultaneously continuing Aadhaar eKYC for verification of new subscribers —
a breather they have sought
from the government while the
new system is set in place.
In the wake of the recent
Supreme Court verdict on
Aadhaar, the Telecom
Department had issued
detailed instructions to telcos
on stopping the use of
Aadhaar-based electronic-KYC
(eKYC) and had asked them to
report compliance by
November 5.
But the operators, subse-
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RPF Family Welfare
Association-CWA rang
C
down the curtain on its three
days welfare exhibition yesterday held at the SDG Ground in
Old JNU Campus New Delhi.
The fair that began last Friday
saw an unprecedented footfall
coinciding with the pre-Diwali
festive mood. Gracing the closing function of the welfare
exhibition Rajeev Rai
Bhatnagar, DG CRPF said that
the Jawans and their families
are among the top priorities of
the Force. He said that the
CRPF personnel who are forefront of ensuring the internal
security of the country are
backed up their respective families and this is the reason that
the CRPF has been making its
mark in every corner of country. Describing CRPF as a
“Laghu Bharat” Bhatnagar said
that the three days grand exhibition by the CWA is truly of
pan-Indian character.
Manu Bhatnagar, President
CWA thanked one and all for
having made the three days
Annual Welfare Exhibition a
grand success. The closing
function of the exhibition saw

celebrity like the renowned
Bollywood singers Abhijeet
Bhattacharya and Jaspinder
Narula as also the popular
comedian Kapil Sharma regaling the audience for a couple of
hours before winding up.
As many as 38 stalls put up
on the Mela ground proved as
hubs of public interest, inquisitiveness and shopping.
Particularly the CRPF pavilion
raised at the ground was an

instant hit for the crowd as it
displayed the traditional
courage and sacrifice made by
the force personnel alongwith
its past glory.
The range of sofisticated
weapons, gazettes, non lethal
inventory of the Rapid Action
Force caught the eyes of one
and all. The youthful visitors
didn’t forget however to have a
feel of the Jungle Warrior put
up at the selfie corner. Similarly

the Stall put up by the
Chhattisgarh Sector, despite
being a first timer in the
Mela, drew huge crowds to
traditional tribal utilities
and artifacts like Dokra
sculpture that were on display. In the same vein, other
stalls set up by different
CRPF Units also invoked
visitors’ interest in the wide
array of items from homemade delicacies and dresses to domestic utilities put
up for sales. Other stalls also
enjoyed equal footfalls in
view of their respective
range of saleable items that
carried the flavour of
regional cuisine and culture.
While large crowd kept
thronging the Mela ground
on all the three days, the
organisers of the exhibition
had for them colourful cultural performances in the evening.
Unique cultural dance shows
like Malkhamb, Sambalpuri
dance and other regional dance
drama kept the audience
enthused all along. The
Chotanagpuri Tribal dance
performance by the members
of Bastaria Batalion was in for
a lot of viewers’ appreciation
and applause.

quently, approached
the
Government
requesting that they
be allowed to continue
with Aadhaar-based
eKYC process till
November 20, while
they implement the
new digital process.
The Supreme
Court order of
September restricts the
use of Aadhaar
authentication by private entities in the absence of
a legal provision. On October
26, the telecom department
asked operators to stop using
Aadhaar for electronic verification of existing mobile phone
customers as well as for issuing
new connections to comply
with order of the apex court.
The DoT also took note of
the fact that the industry had
mooted an alternate process for
KYC which entailed customer
acquisition forms to be embedded with live photo of the
subscriber and scanned images
of proof of identity and proof
of address — digitising the endto-end process for on-boarding
of new mobile subscribers and
making it paperless.
Accordingly, all telcos were
asked by the DoT to ensure
readiness of their systems and
offer the proof of concept of the
proposed digital process by
November 5 for approval.
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ealty
firm
Godrej
Properties has reduced its
R
net debt by 51 per cent in last

one year to C1,539 crore mainly with the help of better sales
bookings.
The net debt of Gordej
Properties — the real estate arm
of Godrej group — stood at
C1,539 crore as on September
30, 2018 as against C3,137 crore
a year-ago, according to an
investors’ presentation for the
second quarter of this fiscal.
The average borrowing
cost stood at 7.88 per cent as on
September 30, 2018 as against
8.1 per cent a year-ago. Net
debt-equity ratio has also
reduced to 0.6 from 2.08 during the period under review.
Mumbai-based Godrej
Properties sales performance
have been good despite overall
slowdown in the property market.
During 2017-18 fiscal,
Godrej Properties’ sales bookings stood at record C5,083
crore. However, the sales bookings have dropped by 42 per
cent to C1,627 crore in the first
half of this fiscal.
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he revival and
mill developT
ment
plan
(RMDP)
of
Government-run
newsprint company Nepa Ltd is
expected to be
completed within
a year, the ministr y of heavy
industries and
public enterprises said
Thursday.
The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs last
month announced a financial
package of C469.41 crore for the
RMDP of Madhya Pradeshbased Nepa Ltd.
This package includes an
infusion of C277 crore as equity in the company for the
completion of RMDP which
shall enhance production
capacity to 1,00,000 MT per
annum from the present capacity of 83,000 MT per annum,
diversify production, improve

quality of products and also
help resume production.
“The RMDP is expected to
be completed within a year,” the
ministry said in a statement.
It said that the completion
of the plan will help the company to boost production,
diversify its product portfolio
and also support employment
in the tribal belt of Madhya
Pradesh.
The firm is in Burhanpur
district of Madhya Pradesh. It
was set up in 1947 and was the
only news print manufacturing
unit in India up to 1981.
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viation regulator DGCA
has asked Jet Airways and
SpiceJet to take corrective
action to address possible issues
with their Boeing 737 MAX
planes that could lead to "significant altitude loss" of the aircraft, a senior official said
Thursday.
The latest directive follows
advisories issued by the US
watchdog Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) and
Boeing after the crash of a
Boeing 737 MAX plane operated by Indonesia's Lion Air
last month.
Currently, Jet Airways and
SpiceJet fly Boeing 737 MAX
planes in India. Together, there
are at least six such aircraft with
the two carriers.
"Both the documents
address erroneous high 'angle
of attack' (AOA) sensor input
and corrective action for the
same as it has potential for
repeated nose-down trim commands of horizontal stabiliser,"
a senior Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) official
said.
The official said if the condition is not addressed, it could
cause the flight crew to have
difficulty in controlling the
airplane.
The condition can even
lead to "excessive nose-down
attitude, significant altitude
loss, and possible impact
with terrain," the official
noted.
Based on initial investigation of Lion Air aircraft acci-

dent, the FAA issued emergency airworthiness directive
(AD) on November 7. Boeing
released a bulletin about the
issue on November 6.
The DGCA official said
that within three days after
receipt of FAA AD, changes to
airplane flight manual have to
be done, for procedures which
have to be followed by flight
crew.
"The DGCA has ensured
that all Indian operators are
aware of the FAA AD and have
taken appropriate corrective
action," he added.
Jet Airways, which has at
least five MAX planes in its
fleet, said these planes continue to fly in compliance with the
AD issued by the manufacturer and the regulatory authorities.
"The airline is in contact
with them and committed to
implement all directives or
advisories that may be published by either the manufacturer or DGCA as the safety of
guests and crew is of paramount importance at Jet
Airways," an airline spokesperson said.
Comments from SpiceJet
was awaited. Together, the two
airlines have placed orders for
more than 400 Boeing 737
MAX aircraft.
On November 6, Boeing
said it had issued an Operations
Manual Bulletin (OMB) directing operators to existing flight
crew procedures to address
circumstances where there is
erroneous input from an AOA
sensor.
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he Cabinet on Thursday
approved continuation of
quota for state-owned ITI Ltd
in procurement made by three
telecom firms — BSNL, MTNL
and BBNL.
"Provision of procurement
quota from BSNL, MTNL and
BBNL will provide further
boost to the order book of ITI
and help in improving its financial health," an official statement said.
The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs (CCEA)
Thursday approved the telecom
department's proposal to continue the reservation quota
policy for ITI Ltd by reserving
30 per cent of the procurement
orders placed by BSNL (Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd), MTNL
(Mahanagar Telephone Nigam

Ltd) and BBNL (Bharat
Broadband Network Ltd) for
the products manufactured by
the state owned telecom equipment maker.
The procurement quota
will also include 20 per cent of
the orders for the turnkey projects (like GSM network rollout, Wi-Fi of BSNL and MTNL
and BharatNet project network roll-out of BBNL), the
statement said.
"The aforesaid policy measures shall remain in force for
a period of three years with
effect from the date of approval
of CCEA. The policy shall
again be reviewed considering
the financial health of ITI after
the expiry of this period," the
statement added.
The move may also help in
generating more job opportunities in the company particularly in the field of new telecom
technologies, it added.
In order to enable ITI to
survive in the competitive environment of telecom manufacturing, BSNL and MTNL have
been extending reservation
quota of 30 per cent to ITI Ltd.
The validity of reservation
benefit extended to ITI had
expired on May 31, 2018.
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he Cabinet on Thursday
approved a proposal to
manage Ahmedabad, Jaipur,
Lucknow and three other airports under public private
partnership (PPP).
The three other aerodromes are t hos e at
G u w a h a t i ,
Thiruvananthapuram and
Mangaluru.
The operation, management and development of all
these aerodromes, owned by
the Airports Authority of
India (AAI), would be done
under PPP, an official tweet
said.
This would b e done
t hroug h Public Pr ivate
Par t nership
Apprais a l
Committee (PPPAC).
Any issue that is beyond
the scope of PPPAC would be
dealt with by an empowered
group of secretaries, the tweet
said.
The group would be
headed by NITI Aayog CEO.
Secretaries of Civil Aviation
Ministr y, Department of
Economic Af fairs and
Department of Expenditure
would be part of the group.
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majority of transactions
on e-wallets in the country
are used for mobile recharges
and paying utility bills, a study
by market research firm
Velocity MR has said.
The study — which was
based on a sample size of 2,455
respondents from cities like
Delhi, Kolkata, Bengaluru and
Pune — said approximately 9
out of every 10 e-wallet transactions are used to do mobile
recharges, followed by paying
the utility bills (8 out of 10).
It added that apart from ewallets, consumers also prefer
using debit/credit cards, internet banking, etc as a mode of
payment for digital transactions.
"The usage of credit cards,
3 out of every 4 is observed to
be the highest among the people who have monthly personal income between C1.5 to 2
lakh, whereas people having a
monthly personal income
around C75,000 mostly prefer
to use debit cards..." said the
study, which coincides with the
second anniversary of demon-

etisation.
According to Velocity MR
Managing Director and CEO
Jasal Shah, smartphone growth
wave and the favourable regulatory environment from RBI
has pushed up online payments significantly, moving
the economy into a "less-cash
and transparent state.
"Significant investments in
the form of cash back and
innovations, like one-click payments, pay anytime anywhere
have helped merchants and
customers to adopt mobile
wallets to save costs as compared to other digital payment
methods. With the push from
Government and innovations,
mobile wallets are expected to
grow further in near to midterm," he said.
He pointed out that mobile
digital payments have increased
rapidly post demonetization
and mobile wallets have contributed immensely in this
direction.
The Government had on
November 8, 2016, announced
a ban on old 500 and 1000
rupee notes, to curb black
money in the system.

A

mid the ongoing tussle
between the government
and the RBI, former Niti Aayog
vice chairman Ar vind
Panagariya has suggested that
the two sides must eventually
'compromise' and 'come
together in national interest'.
While the RBI is legally
less independent in India than
the Federal Reserve in the
United States, effectively it
has enjoyed the same independence as the US regulator,
the noted economist said in an
interview.
Observing that RBI and the
government ought to work in
close cooperation, he said,
"Even when there are differences between the two sides,
they must eventually compromise and come together in
national interest".
Panagariya, who is cur-

rently a professor of Indian
Political Economy at Columbia
University, pointed out that
even in the US, the
Government and the Federal
Reserve sometimes work in
close cooperation as had happened in the immediate aftermath of the 2008 global financial crisis.
He, however, noted that it
was a pity that the media steadfastly magnified the differences rather than highlighting
the common ground the two
sides share.
The Finance Ministry and
the Reserve Bank on several
occasions in the past have witnessed divergence of views on
key issues concerning interest
rate, liquidity and management of the banking sector, but
truce largely prevailed in the
end.
This time around the conflict seems to have reached a

flash point, with reports of government initiating consultations with the RBI under
Section 7 of the RBI Act, which
has never been invoked in the
past.
The conflict between the
Finance Ministry and RBI
headed by Urjit Patel is on
several issues, including relief
to the power sector reeling
under financial stress, handling of weak public sectors
banks, addressing liquidity
problems faced by the NBFC
sector, and a proposal to set up
a payment regulatory authority independent of the Reserve
Bank.
The Government has
reportedly sent at least three
letters on different issues under
Section 7 of the RBI Act that
gives it powers to issue any
direction to the central bank
governor on matters of public
interest.
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he Cabinet Thursday
approved filling up of the
T
underground strategic oil stor-
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ndian economy will expand
7.4 per cent in 2018, but the
growth will slow down to 7.3
per cent in the next year as
domestic demand tapers on
higher borrowing cost due to
rising interest rates, Moody's
Investors Ser vice said
Thursday.
In its report titled ‘Global
Macro Outlook 2019-20',
Moody's said the economy
grew 7.9 per cent in the first
half (January-June) of 2018,
which reflects post demonetisation base effect.
Stating that borrowing
costs have already increased on
higher interest rates, Moody's
said it expects the Reserve
Bank will continue to steadily
raise the benchmark rate
through 2019, which will fur-

ther dampen domestic
demand.
“These factors will limit the
pace of the Indian economy's
growth over the next few years,
with real GDP growth of 7.3
per cent in 2019 and 2020,
from around 7.4 per cent in
2018,” Moody's said.
It said the greatest downside risk to India's growth
prospects stem from concerns
about its financial sector.
“The impact of higher
global oil prices compounded
by sharp rupee depreciation

raises the cost of households'
consumption basket, and will
weigh on households' capacity
for other expenditures.
Borrowing costs have already
risen because of tightening
monetary policy,” it said.
Moody's said, in the short
term while measures to stabilise
the financial sector are put in
place, credit growth is likely to
slow.
“Downside risks from a
prolonged liquidity squeeze
for non-bank financial institutions, which could lead to a
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ore than half of 15 companies that made their
M
stock market debut this fiscal
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he Union Cabinet on
Thursday approved strateT
gic sale of Government stake

net-worth individuals.
The scrip of IndoStar
Capital Finance has tumbled
45.39 per cent against its IPO
price of Rs 572 a share.
Weak trading performance
by these firms came amid
volatile market conditions and
sluggish investor sentiment.
Of the 15 companies, five
have, however, managed to
stay afloat, giving returns of up
to 46 per cent.
Shares of railways consultancy firm RITES have surged
45.94 per cent over its issue
price of Rs 185.
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are trading below their issue
price, plunging as much as 53
per cent.
A total of 15 companies
have been listed on the bourses this fiscal after completing
their respective initial public
offers.
Dinesh Engineers, a passive
communication infrastructure
provider, withdrew its initial
public offer early last month
due to sluggish investors'
response.
Out of the 15 newly-listed
companies, shares of 10 firms
are trading below their IPO
price, tumbling as much as 53
per cent, an analysis of the new
market entrants showed.
Shares of these 10 firms
have declined in the range of
0.5-53 per cent till the latest
trading session (November 7).
Shares of ICICI Securities
have been the worst hit, plunging 53.20 per cent from its issue
price of Rs 520 per share.
ICICI Securities, which got
listed in April, had to reduce
the size of its initial public offer
after the sale elicited a sluggish
response, especially from high
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Besides, chemical manufacturer Fine Organic
Industries has given a smart
return of 42.91 per cent from
its IPO price of Rs 783.
The broader market has
seen severe volatility recently,
with the BSE benchmark
Sensex falling sharply by
3,407.39 points, or 8.81 per
cent, since August this year.
The key index had in April
gained 1,905 points or 5.72 per
cent, while in May it was up
162.02 points or 0.46 per cent
and in June it rose by 101.1
points or 0.28 per cent.

Also, in July it was up
2,183.1 points or 6.16 per cent,
and the index surged 1,038.49
points or 2.76 per cent in
August.
The rally in stocks, however, came to a halt from
September onwards. In
September the 30-share index
tumbled 2,417.93 points or
6.25 per cent and in October it
fell by 1,785.09 points or 4.92
per cent.
In the fiscal gone by, a total
of 45 companies came out with
their IPOs raising a record of
over Rs 82,000 crore.

in Dredging Corporation of
India to consortium of four
ports.
"CCEA has given in principle approval for strategic disinvestment of 100 per cent
Government of India's share in
DCIL to consortium of 4 ports,
namely Vishakhapatnam Port
Trust, Paradeep Port Trust,
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust
and Kandla Port Trust," an official tweet said.
The approval will further
facilitate the linkage of dredging activities with the ports,
keeping in view the role of the
DCIL in expansion of dredging
activity in the country as well
as potential diversification of
ports into third party dredging,
the tweet said after the meeting of the Cabinet Committee
of Economic Affairs (CCEA)
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

sharper slowdown in their
credit provision, remain,” it
added.
Moody's said global economic growth will slow in
2019 and 2020 to a little under
2.9 per cent from an estimated
3.3 per cent in 2018 and 2017.
The US-based agency
expects trade and geopolitical
frictions between the US and
China to persist for some time.
“This will weigh on the
global trade growth and will
reshape trade flows and supply
chains,” Moody's added.

age at Padur in Karnataka by
foreign oil companies, who
could use it as a storage for
trading in the region but will
have to part with the oil in case
of an emergency in India.
India has build 5.33 million
tonnes of emergency storage in
underground rock caverns in
Mangalore and Padur in
Karnataka and Visakhapatnam
in Andhra Pradesh.
While a third of the
Visakhapatnam facility has been
hired by Hindustan Petroleum
Corp Ltd (HPCL), Abu Dhabi
National Oil Co (ADNOC) and
government of India has filled
the storage at Mangalore. The
2.5 million tonnes Padur facility remains empty.
The Union Cabinet headed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi approved the filling of
Padur storage by overseas
national oil companies, Law
and IT Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad told reporters here.
"The filling of the strategic
petroleum reserves (SPR)

under public-private-partnership model is being undertaken to reduce budgetary support
of Government of India," an
official statement issued after
the meeting said.
Padur storage has four
compartments of 0.625 million
tonnes each.
The Indian Strategic
Petroleum Reser ves Ltd
(ISPRL) has constructed and
commissioned underground
rock caverns for storage of
total 5.33 million tonnes of
crude oil at three locations -Vishakhapatnam (1.33 million
tonnes), Mangalore (1.5 million
tonnes) and Padur (2.5 million
tonnes).
The total 5.33 million
tonnes capacity under Phase-I
of the SPR programme is currently estimated to supply
about 9.5 days of India's crude
requirement.
In the Phase-II, India plans
to build an additional 6.5 million tonnes facilities at
Chandikhol in Odisha and
Padur in Karnataka, which is
expected to augment the emergency cover against any supply
disruption by another 11.5
days.
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he finance ministry said
Thursday that GST refund
of Rs 82,775 crore to exporters
has been cleared as on October
31, which is 93.8 per cent of the
total such claims with the tax
authorities.
In a statement, the ministry
said Rs 5,400 crore worth GST
refund is still pending with the
government and that is being
"expeditiously processed".
"As on October 31, 2018,
total GST refunds to the tune
of Rs 82,775 crore have been
disposed by the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) and the state authorities out of the total refund
claims of Rs 88,175 crore
received so far," the ministry
said.
It added that, the disposal
rate of Goods and Services Tax
(GST) refunds is 93.8 per cent
as on October 31.
Giving the refunds' breakup, the ministry further said
that Rs 42,935 crore of IGST
refunds have been disposed of
as on October 31, which is
93.27 per cent of the total such
claims.

As much as Rs 3,096 crore
worth of IGST refund claims
are held up on account of "various deficiencies" which have
been communicated to
exporters for remedial action.
With regard to refund of
input tax credit claims, the
ministry said of the total claims
of Rs 42,145 crore, the pendency as on October 31 stood
at Rs 2,305 crore.
"Provisional/final order has
been issued in case of (ITC)
refunds amounting to Rs
34,602 crore. In claims amounting to Rs 5,239 crore, deficiency memos have been issued by
respective GST authorities,"
the statement said.
The ministry said there
are concerns that there is a

growing pendency of GST refunds
and sought to
assure
the
exporters that
there is no let up
in the sanction of
GST refunds.
“The pending
GST
refund
claims amounting
to Rs 5,400 crore
are being expeditiously processed so as to provide relief to eligible exporters.
Refund claims without any
deficiency are being cleared
expeditiously," it said.
Efforts are being made
continuously to clear all the
pending refund claims, where
ever requisite information is
provided and found eligible, it
said.
"Co-operation of the
exporter community is solicited to ensure that they respond
to the deficiency memos and
errors communicated by
Centre and State GST as well as
Customs Authorities and also
exercise due diligence while filing GSTR 1 and GSTR 3B
returns as well as Shipping
Bills," the statement added.
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gunman dressed in black
sprayed bullets inside a
crowded dance bar popular
with college students
Wednesday night, killing at
least 12 people, including a
police officer, in California’s
Thousand Oaks city in one of
the “horrific” mass shooting
incidents in the US.
The gunman, who also
injured nearly a dozen others,
was found dead inside the
Borderline Bar and Grill on the
outskirts of Los Angeles
although it was not immediately clear if he was killed by
officers or shot himself.
Ventura County Sheriff
Geoff Dean described the incident as “horrific.”
“It’s a horrific scene in
there, there is blood everywhere and the suspect is part
of that, and I didn’t want to get
that close and disturb the scene
and possibly disturb the investigation,” he said. He said the
motive of the shooter — whose
identify was not known — is
still unclear and investigators
had not found any type of
assault rifle within the bar.
“Right now as far as we
know there was only one handgun, but that could certainly
change as we do a more thorough search of the building,” he
said.
It was not immediately
clear how the suspect died and
the identities of the victims
were not immediately released.
President Donald Trump
said that he has been “fully
briefed on the terrible shooting
in California.”
“Law Enforcement and
First Responders, together with
the FBI, are on scene. 13 people, at this time, have been
reported dead. Likewise, the
shooter is dead, along with the
first police officer to enter the
bar....
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“Great bravery shown by
police. California Highway
Patrol was on scene within 3
minutes, with first officer to
enter shot numerous times.
That Sheriff ’s Sergeant died in
the hospital. God bless all of the
victims and families of the
victims. Thank you to Law
Enforcement,” Trump said in a
series of tweets.
The hooded gunman burst
into the bar around 11:20 p.M.
(local time) dressed entirely in
black. Ventura County Sheriff ’s
Department Sgt. Ron Helus
and a California Highway
Patrol officer entered the bar
first and were met with gunfire
from the suspect, the Los
Angeles Times reported, citing
officials.
Helus was shot several
times and succumbed to his
injuries at a hospital.
He was planning to retire
next year after a 29-year stint
with the sheriff ’s department,
Dean said. Helus, who died “a
hero”, is survived by a son and
his wife, whom he called before
entering the bar, Dean added.
It was the second mass
shooting in the US within two
weeks.
“We have no idea if there
is a terrorism link to this or not.
As you know, these are ongoing investigations and that

0?

information will come out as
soon as we are able to determine exactly who the suspect
was and what motive he might
have had for this horrific event,”
Dean added.
Citing witnesses, the paper
said that people ran for cover
when shooting started. Some
people tried to break windows
using chairs to escape the
building while some hid in
bathrooms.
The FBI’s Joint Terrorism
Task Force has been rushed to
the scene, according to an
agency
spokeswoman.
Representatives from the US
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms & Explosives were
also dispatched. According to
bar’s website, Wednesday
nights are college-themed
nights open to students as
young as 18. Quoting witnesses, the paper said the event is
popular with Moorpark college
students, and the Pepperdine
student newspaper tweeted
that students from its campus
were also inside at the time of
the shooting.
This is the second time this
year Thousand Oaks has seen
violence in a crowded area. In
March, a man shot and killed
his wife before attempting to
shoot himself at the Thousand
Oaks Mall, the paper added.

resident Donald Trump on
Wednesday sacked US
Attorney General Jeff Sessions,
virtually taking operational
control of a sensitive probe into
foreign interference in the 2016
election and the possibility of
collusion between the Trump
campaign and Russia.
For months, Trump publicly attacked Sessions for
recusing himself from overseeing the probe in 2017, and
blamed his decision for allowing Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein to appoint a
special counsel. Trump said

Sessions will be temporarily
replaced by his chief of staff,
Matthew Whitaker, who is a
Republican loyalist. Now, with
Whitaker at the helm, Trump
has someone leading the Justice
Department who has already
suggested that Mueller’s probe
should be reined in.
CBS News reported that
Deputy Attorney General
Rosenstein is no longer leading
the Mueller inquiry, and that
Whitaker will now assume
control.
In a tweet on Wednesday
Trump said, “We are pleased to
announce that Matthew G.
Whitaker, Chief of Staff to

3R_X]RUVdYe`X`
e`a`]]d`_5VT
#$,e`fdV6G>d
W`cWZcdeeZ^V
?C8Q 370:0

B

angladesh will hold the general election on
December 23 and for the first time will use
electronic voting machines on a limited scale,
the electoral body announced on Thursday,
amid an impasse between the government and
the main opposition alliance over the timing of
the polls.
“The 11th general election will be held
across Bangladesh on December 23,” Chief
Election Commissioner Nurul Huda said in a
nationally televised address.
Huda made the announcement hours after
his meeting with four election commissioners
to finalise the poll date which came amid calls
from the newly-floated National Unity Front
(NUF) to defer the election schedule while the
ruling Awami League urged the commission to
stick to its plan. The candidates have to submit
their nomination papers between November 9
and November 19. The nomination papers will
be scrutinised on November 22.
Nearly 104.2 million people, including a little more than 51.6 million women, are registered as voters. They will elect 300 representatives to Parliament through the balloting in
about 40,199 polling stations.
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akistani authorities on Thursday
rejected as “fake news” reports
that a Christian woman who was
released from a jail a week after the
Supreme Court overturned her conviction and death sentence for blasphemy has left for the Netherlands.
Aasia Bibi, 47, acquitted in the
blasphemy case was released, amid
nationwide anger, from the jail in
Multan on Wednesday midnight.
It was reported in local media
that she was taken to Noor Khan
Airbase Rawalpindi, from where
she would be shifted to the
Netherlands.
“Aasia Bibi was released from
New Jail for Women Multan (some
350 kilometers from Lahore) on
Wednesday midnight. She is taken to
Noor Khan Airbase Rawalpindi

where a chartered plane will take her
to the Netherlands,” 24News reported on Thursday.
Some other news channels also
reported the release of Aasia Bibi and
her departure for the Netherlands.
However, Foreign Office (FO)
spokesman Dr Mohammad Faisal
dismissed reports that the mother of
five had left the country.
“There is no truth in reports
about Bibi leaving the country — it
is fake news,” he said.
“You are aware of the media
furor and speculation about Aasia
Bibi having left Pakistan. Let me state
clearly that Asia Bibi remains at a safe
place in Pakistan.
I would also request all of you to
verify such news before issuing
them, in line with standards of
objective, impartial journalism to
prevent needless sensationalism and
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Kaohsiung
(Taiwan):
Taiwanese President Tsai Ingwen vowed on Thursday that
the island would not “concede
one step” in defending itself as
she inaugurated two frigates
bought from the United States
aimed at boosting Taipei’s naval
capabilities against China.
Rival China has upped
military drills including a live
fire exercise in the Taiwan
Strait in April, declaring its willingness to confront the island’s
“independence forces”.
Beijing still claims selfruled Taiwan as part of its ter-

ritory awaiting reunification, by
force if necessary, even though
the two sides have been ruled
separately since 1949 after a
civil war.
China has also been
incensed by recent warming
ties between Washington and
Taipei, including the US State
Department’s approval of a
preliminary licence to sell submarine technology to the
island. The two Perry-class
guided missile frigates were
officially commissioned in a
ceremony at Zuoying base in
southern Kaohsiung city. AFP

controversy,” he said. Information
Minister Fawad Chaudhry also
rejected the reports about her going
out of the country.
“It has become a norm to publish fake news for sake of headlines,
#AsiaBibi case is sensitive issue it was
extremely irresponsible to publish
news of her leaving the country without confirmation, I strongly urge section of media to act responsible,” he
said.
Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP) of Khadim Hussain Rizvi
spokesperson Hafiz Shahbaz Attari
issued a statement to media saying
“the Imran Khan Government has
released Aasia Bibi as the
Netherlands ambassador in
Islamabad reached Multan jail along
with the government officials to
ensure her release. She is being
transported to Netherlands.”
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akistan on Thursday said the Afghan
Taliban’s former deputy chief Mullah Abdul
P
Ghani Baradar was released from jail at the
request of the US as part of efforts to pursue a
political settlement in war-torn Afghanistan.
“Baradar was released to provide impetus
to the peace and reconciliation efforts in
Afghanistan. Pakistan will continue to pursue
reconciliatory efforts to expedite and facilitate
the process to our fullest ability,” said Pakistan’s
Foreign Office spokesperson Mohammad
Faisal. Baradar’s release was facilitated by
Pakistan at the US request in order to move forward on the shared objective of pursuing a political settlement in Afghanistan, he said.
The Taliban leader was in custody for the
last many years after his capture by Pakistani
authorities in a search operation.
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ASA’s Ralph — a space instrument that has travelled as far as
Pluto — is set to explore Jupiter’s
Trojan asteroids, which are remnants
from the early days of the solar system.
Ralph was first launched aboard
the New Horizons spacecraft in
2006m and obtained stunning flyby
images of Jupiter and its moons.
This was followed by a visit to
Pluto where Ralph took the first
high-definition pictures of the iconic minor planet.

In 2021, Ralph is set to journey
with the Lucy mission to Jupiter’s
Trojan asteroids.
The instrumet will fly by another Kuiper Belt object called 2014
MU69 — nicknamed Ultima Thule
— in January 2019. Ralph’s observations of 2014 MU69 will provide
unique insights into this small, icy
world.
The Lucy spacecraft carries a
near-twin of Ralph, called L’Ralph,
which will investigate Jupiter’s Trojan
asteroids.
The L’Ralph instrument suite
will study this diverse group of

bodies; Lucy will fly by six Trojans
and
one
Main
Belt asteroid — more than any other
previous asteroid mission. L’Ralph
will detect the Trojan asteroids’
chemical fingerprints.
L’Ralph allows scientists to interpret data provided by the Sun’s
reflected light that are the fingerprints of different elements and
compounds.
These data could provide clues
about how organic molecules form
in primitive bodies, a process that
might also have led to the emergence
of life on Earth.

Attorney
General
Jeff Sessions at the Department
of Justice, will become our
new Acting Attorney General
of the United States. He will
serve our Country well (sic).”
“We thank Attorney
General Jeff Sessions for his
service, and wish him well! A
permanent replacement will
be nominated at a later date,” he
tweeted.
Obser vers opine that
Trump’s move will have potential implication on Special
Counsel Robert Mueller’s probe
as Whitaker has been overtly
critical of the Mueller’s team to
investigate beyond allegations
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Trump’s campaign colluded
with Russia in 2016 and other
ties between the President, his
family and aides, and Kremlin.
The wide-ranging investigation — overseen by the
Department of Justice — has
resulted in a series of criminal
charges against several Trump
associates.
Trump’s tweet came less
than an hour after his
marathon press conference at
the White House where he told
reporters that he will making
announcements about changes
in his Cabinet and senior White
House and Administrative
positions in a week.
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hen Rang de Basanti released in
2006, it inspired an entire generation to want to become revolutionaries. That is the power that cinema
holds over us, and so do the actors and their
lifestyle. And hence, we leave no stone
unturned in keeping up with what we
watch in films and on social media. From
replicating Shah Rukh Khan’s quintessential open arms pose to acquiring the designer dresses that our favourite actors wore on
their wedding days on screen or off, we follow it all.
So how have these celebrities inspired
couples and the wedding market? There are
a number of moments from celebrity weddings that have become ‘couple goals’ and
we caught up with some of the top trends.
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After Virat-Anushka’s nature-themed
reception invite for which they sent a
sapling with the card, it has become a major
goal for millennials to use innovative
approaches. Other trends include use of calligraphy, paper and latex, wood and even
stone engravings for invitation cards.
For gifts and momentos, reusable and
recyclable boxes with silver and golden ribbons are also being highly preferred.
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One of the most recent examples would be
actress Priyanka Chopra’s pyjama party that
looked like a replica of the one shown in
Anne Hathaway’s Princess Diaries 2: Royal
Engagement. However, the photos from the
event showed that it was a perfect way to
pamper the bride before the wedding.
There have been many shows and films
that have shown the bachelorette or the
bachelor party is a must do before the Dday. In The Trip Season One, starring
Shwetha Tripathi, Lisa Haydon, Mallika
Dua and Sapna Pabbi, the young women
head on a trip to Thailand for one of their
bachelorette’s. Prior to this, Zindagi Na
Milegi Dobara showed us that friends taking off with the groom-to-be for a last bash
before the wedding.
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Even though your wedding album will
cover all the rituals and events, a pre-wedding shoot has all the dreamy photographs
that you have ever wanted after watching
films. For these shoots, couples hire wedding photographers that capture your
personal story but with panache and
drama inspired from Bollywood.
Wedding photographer Arnob Das,
who has done pre-wedding shoots for a
number of couples in the capital, said that
when it comes to such shoots, they usually prefer to recreate their personal stories
of how they met and what they like and dislike. While talking about the current
trend, he said that a picture from ViratAnushka’s wedding has been chosen by
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many couples to be recreated. The picture
shows Anushka holding the flower garland
while Virat is held by a group of people
much higher than her.
Another example is from the film Sonu
ke Titu Ki Sweety. The scene from the film’s
wedding set-up has been in high demand
as the theme offered a very colourful pattern with dhols and nagadas in the foreground.
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Be it the forthcoming Priyanka-Nick’s wedding planned at the Mehrangarh Fort in
Jodhpur, or the famous Oberoi and Taj
Hotels in Udaipur, or even beachside
locations in Goa and Pondicherry, the trend
has brought weddings out of banquet halls
to dreamy locations.
It was one of Udaipur’s hotels where
Ranbir Kapoor and Deepika Padukone
starring Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani’s (YJHD)
wedding scenes were shot. Since then,
Udaipur and various forts in Rajasthan have
become a hub for real life weddings.
Instagram sensation Diipa Khosla
recently married her Dutch boyfriend
wearing a Sabyasachi design at Udaipur’s
Hotel Fateh Garh.
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It never happened if it wasn’t uploaded
online. From wedding invitations to the
entrances of a wedding, the hashtags are
given a special place so that even the guests
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xploring the darker side of the
iconic childhood tale of The
E
Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling,
filmmaker Andy Serkis, who
brought alive the adventure fantasy on the silver screen as Mowgli,
said he wanted to make the film
very emotional.
Serkis, who was here for
Netflix’s See What’s Next Asia,
announced on Thursday that the
film will be globally releasing on
the digital platform on December
7.
Talking about the film to Ted
Sarandos, Chief Content Officer,

Netflix, Serkis said: “I wanted to
make it a very emotional version
of this story...We have seen many
versions of The Jungle Book, but I
wanted to bring about this notion
of being an outsider and of
belonging.
“Kipling himself when he
wrote the book... As a child, he
spoke in Hindi and it was his first
language and was sent to England
against his will. He understood
(this) from a personal place...this
is what the core of the story is.”
The film is based on the 19th
century tale of a boy named

could follow the particular hashtag to post
the pictures.
Recently-married couple actress
Shwetha Tripathi and actor Chaitanya
Sharma’s Instagram accounts screamed of
their exclusive wedding hashtag which was
used not just by the couple, but by all their
guests and family. The hashtag
#GoCheetaGetBattata started to trend on
Instagram when the duo got married. For
Sonam Kapoor and Anand Ahuja’s wedding, it was #SonamKiShaadi while the
royal couple, Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle, made #HarryMeghan and
#RoyalWedding trend. The forthcoming
#DeepVeerKiShaadi has already started
trending since Deepika and Ranveer have
announced their wedding date.
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Smaller rituals and customs that are just
confined to homes have also made their
way to the grand itenery. The mehendi,
haldi, pheras and sangeet are equally
important with people hiring wedding
choreographers to prepare performances
for such events.
Wedding planner Shivangi Garg, who
recently planned a destination wedding in
Mussoorie, Uttarakhand, said that even
the minor customs need equal attention
as the major ones.
“We borrowed the concept of a
mehendi ceremony from the film, Yeh
Jawaani Hai Deewani. Generally, the
mehendi wallah just applies it at home and
leaves. But we wanted to give a theme and
make it bigger,” she said. “People want it
the Bollywood way,” she added.
While pheras or the vows taken during a Hindu wedding are sacred, they are
considered a boring ritual. So, Garg
made it a ‘musical’ one, where the pandits
would sing the mantras in jolly tunes and
a few Rajasthani dancers would dance
around. For sangeet and reception, couples have taken inspiration from the
wedding reception of the captain of the
Indian cricket team in which a crystal wall
with mirror work made the backdrop of
the podium.

irst things first, in last week’s column
about the Honda CR-V, I got the
price of the vehicle wrong by quite a
margin and I apologise to Honda for
that. I still think that the car even at
between C28-32 lakh is too expensive,
given that it goes up against the Toyota
Fortuner and Ford Endeavour which
are larger vehicles.
At a level, at the price the CR-V is
priced at, and given that the third row,
by Honda’s own admission should be
used only in a pinch, a buyer might
consider the Volkswagen Tiguan
instead. However, the CR-V did have
something interesting, which was the
new i-DTEC ‘Earth Dreams’ 120 horsepower 1.6 diesel engine. While this
leaves the CR-V down on power compared to the competition, it is a new
engine which will be compliant with
Bharat Stage-VI emission norms when
they come into force in 2020. The Earth
Dreams engine is also expected to be
fitted on the new Honda Civic that is
scheduled to be launched within the
next couple of months. And even
though its output is down on its rivals,
the cleaner burning engine will give the
Japanese carmaker a leg up on its rivals
who will also have to develop new-generation engines for Bharat Stage-VI
norms.
Basically Bharat Stage-VI norms are
very strict for diesel engines. To understand why this is the case, one has to
understand how diesel engines work.
Unlike a petrol engine, diesel engines
do not have a spark plug but work
because the fuel-air mixture is compressed to the point of combustion. In
the early days of diesel engines, diesel
fuel was mixed with sulphur to ensure
combustion. So emissions from diesel
engines often used to be full of sulphurous soot and unburnt carbon. As
emission norms like Bharat Stage-II and
Stage-III came into force, the emergence of cleaner burning diesel engines
became standard. This was achieved by
retailing diesel fuel with lower amounts
of sulphur and use of high-pressure
diesel injection engines. The highpressure injection coupled with turbochargers have made diesel engines
cleaner and much more economical. Yet
diesel suffers from some bad public
relations and some uncomfortable
truths.
One of the uncomfortable truths of
diesel-powered vehicles is that they
emit disproportionately large amounts
of particulate matter and nitrous oxides
compared to petrol-powered vehicles.
Of course, this is offset to some degree
by the fact that diesel cars emit less carbon per kilometre thanks to the
tremendous efficiency they achieve
nowadays. But thanks in no small part
to the emissions cheating scandal,

Mowgli who grew up in the jungles of India with animals. Even
though the movie explores the
darker side, Serkis stressed the
movie is Mowgli-centric.
“There have been many interpretations but if you go back to the
book, it is way darker than people’s perception...This is a Mowglicentric story. There’s a right reason to call it so because it is this
young boy’s personal journey and
it is an emotional journey. It’s
extraordinary where you see him
grow up and become this legend
of the jungle.”
The film stars IndianAmerican child actor Rohan
Chand, Matthew Rhys and Freida
Pinto, along with voice and
motion capture performances
from Christian Bale, Cate
Blanchett, Benedict Cumberbatch,
Naomie Harris and Serkis.
The filmmaker, who has
voiced the free-spirited Baloo —
the bear in the movie — says for

diesel engines suffer from a tremendously bad image, particularly from
policy-makers. This has skewed focus
in India towards electric vehicles. Now
while on the face of it, electric vehicles
seem cleaner, given that most electricity in India is generated from thermal
power plants, a pure electric vehicle
could have a higher carbon contribution over its lifetime. There is a case for
pure-electric public transportation and
for small delivery two-wheelers powered by batteries though. But state and
Central governments will have to make
a large-scale transformation towards
electricity-driven vehicles, with either
changing the energy mix and skewing
it towards renewable, finding a comprehensive solution to battery recycling,
which has not even been thought up for
the masses of electric e-rickshaws in the
capital, and making huge investments
in charging infrastructure.
That said, low-emission vehicles in
the short-term will be possible thanks
to hybrids with pure-electric vehicles at
least for intra-urban use becoming a
reality by around 2040. However,
Bharat Stage-VI norms kick in by
2020 in the National Capital Region,
which will mean that diesel engines will
have to add particulate and nitrogen
capture systems. This will add at least
one lakh rupees to the cost of an engine.
Not a big deal in a car like the
Mercedes-Benz S-Class which was the
first BS-VI fuel and emissions compatible car, but will make a difference in
a small hatchback where a diesel engine
already commands a lakh rupee premium. An additional lakh of rupees will
make a small diesel hatchback unviable
unless it is used for a minimum of 2,000
km a month at the bare minimum if not
more. In other words, BS-VI will kill the
small diesel hatchback. And that is
without the ridiculous ten-year lifespan
of a diesel car in the NCR as mandated by the Supreme Court.
Will BS-VI also kill the larger
diesel motor vehicle? Not quite, in percentage terms. BS-VI compatibility
will add a small amount to the price of
something like the CR-V, let alone the
S-Class. But even then, with petrol and
diesel prices at the pump slowly but
surely equalising, and in Bhubaneswar,
petrol being cheaper than diesel, the
small diesel motor is going to go
extinct in India sooner rather than later.
So even for something like an SUV or
large sedan, buying a petrol motor is
going to make much more sense. But
if the government is determined to cut
back on emissions they have to look at
hybrids, and given Delhi’s poor air quality right now, this must be seen as a
quick fix by giving hybrid vehicles a tax
break. That is a small price to pay for
emissions reduction.

the title role of Mowgli, he had to
scout for the right one from
among 2,000 people. Talking
about Chand, he said: “Rohan
(Chand) was in the film called
Lone Survivor where he played a
little Afghani kid and I thought
there was something remarkable
about him.”
With Bale, Blanchett,
Cumberbatch and Harris on board
for the film, Serkis said it is the
“largest ever ensemble cast” of Alist actors playing all these roles.
“This is the whole cast of animals. When we (the cast) first met
and we decided to talk to each
other...They were all interested in
doing something new and outside
of their comfort zone in a way. So
we shot with the A-list cast and
Rohan Chand (Mowgli) on a captured stage and caught all their
performance...You bring yourself
to the character.”
Serkis said the film is not
about singing and dancing, but

about emotional connection. The
director, 53, said shooting the film
was a “long process”. “We shot in
two stages. First we shot with the
A-list cast and then we shot on
physical sets that we built. Then
we went to South Africa which
doubled for the Indian village
sequence...Rohan always had
someone to act with,” he added.
About coming on board with
Netflix, a thrilled Serkis said that
he wanted to share the film with
the global audience.
“It is truly a global approach
and I am very happy and I always
thought it was an international
film and it didn’t just have to be
a success in the US box office,” he
added.
The movie will first get a limited theatrical release from
November 29 in Los Angeles, New
York, San Francisco and London.
And will then be screened globally on Netflix from December 7.
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either do people seek to get
high nor do they ignore their
health for a binge when they
go out to drink with friends. They
spend time and money on keeping fit
and want their cocktails to be mindful of that, says mixologist Mahender
Mahy.

Working in a Gurugram pub,
Molecule, he has created a menu that
aims to marry the global with the desi.
So he has been advocating homemade
syrups instead of synthetic ones with
preservatives and sugar. In fact,
almost his entire “global temptations” menu is without sugar. “I ask

the customers what they want in their
base and how they want the taste to
be like and 50 per cent of them want
one that doesn’t derail them from
their fitness regime. People want to be
able to have five to six drinks and
drive back home safely,” he says.
Some of the concoctions he has

er that caught our attention. This, he
says, is made with sandalwood syrup
from Kailasha, Darjeeling tea and a
herbal bitter, making it one of the
healthiest drinks on the menu. The
Konkantini shakes up the traditional martini by infusing kokum juice
balance with lime juice.
Health is a guiding factor for the
fast-changing menus but so is social
media. It’s a small industry globally
and influences seep in from all parts
of the world. India is slowly catching
up with world trends.

devised include cumin, chaat masala,
sandalwood syrup —which enhances
the fragrance of the drink — and
other edible flowers and herbs. His
team makes the syrups themselves
and the fastest selling drink at the
pub is a litchi-based one. To balance
the sweet taste, they use chilli and
pineapple. Another drink, the
Southern tip, has gin, which he says
has overtaken both whisky and vodka
in the market, and a Himalayan fruit
called phalsa and orange liqueur.
The Kailasa sandal cocktail is anoth-
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hen employees enter Saba
— an Israeli restaurant
started by award-winning
chef Alon Shaya — they pass by the
company’s mission statement, which
emphasises the importance of a safe
and comfortable working environment. Only at the end does it really get around to food with the words:
“Then, we will cook and serve and
be happy.”
“The team is number one and
that is who we are as a company,”
said Shaya, explaining the genesis of
his and his wife’s new venture,
Pomegranate Hospitality, which
includes restaurants in New Orleans
and Denver, and the environment he
hopes to create for the company’s
nearly 150 employees.
Discussions about new restaurants generally revolve around the
food. And at Saba the piping hot pita
bread or the blue crab hummus is
discussion-worthy. But long before
the first plate of shakshouka was
served, Shaya and his team focused
on how to create an inclusive work
environment different than the
toxic restaurant workplaces exposed
by the #MeToo movement.
Just over a year ago, Shaya was
part owner and executive chef of
three restaurants in the Besh
Restaurant Group, headed by New
Orleans chef John Besh, including
his James Beard-awarding winning
namesake Israeli restaurant.
Then
a
story
in
NOLA.com/The Times-Picayune
detailed allegations of sexual misconduct in Besh’s company, causing
Besh to step down. Shaya wasn’t per-

sonally accused of misconduct but
the story detailed allegations of
harassment at two of his restaurants.
Shaya was quoted in the story about
concerns he had over BRG’s thenlack of a human resources department. Shaya has said that’s what led
to his firing — something Besh’s
company disputed. A messy legal
battle ensued during which Shaya
lost all rights to his namesake
restaurant.
Fast forward to current day:
Shaya sits at Saba discussing the policies and procedures Pomegranate
has put in place to ensure a safe
working environment.
The interview process includes
questions way beyond whether a
person has waited tables before
(‘What was the last gift you bought
for somebody?’). Management holds
30 and 90-day chats with new
employees and then every six
months. The restaurants are closed
Monday and Tuesday so everyone
has a guaranteed two days in a row
off.
Women populate high-profile
roles including executive chef in
New Orleans. About 60 per cent of
each restaurant’s staff is women.
They’ve adopted ideas from other
restaurants including a system used
by Erin Wade at the Oakland,
California-based Homeroom to
deal with sexual harassment and a
code of conduct for guest chefs used
by Raleigh, NC-based restaurateur
Ashley Christiansen.
Service is limited during 2:30 to
4 p.m. so the staff can sit together
for a meal, often accompanied by
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staff presentations to their co-workers. Some topics are work-related.
But employees are also encouraged
to share what interests them. During
a recent session, cook Timmy Harris
talked to the waiters, managers, and
cooks about existentialism, Southern
literature and author Walker Percy.
“It kind of drives home the point
that this is a place for people to
develop themselves. It’s not just a
restaurant. We’re not just slinging
pita,” Harris said after.
Shaya said he can’t talk much
about what happened while working at BRG for legal reasons but says
now that he and his wife own their
company they’re able to create the
structure they want.
“Even in our restaurants someone will be inappropriate at some
point,” Shaya said. “And I know that
when that happens people are going
to jump on it because people have
really bought into the values.”
Experts say many issues have
contributed to sexual misconduct in
the restaurant industry, including a
tipping structure that can inhibit
servers — often women — from
complaining about out-of-line customers, little training for managers
and high turnover. Restaurants’
small size — often family-owned or
single units — has historically
meant they don’t have strong HR
policies, said Juan Madera, an associate professor at the Conrad N
Hilton College of Hotel and
Restaurant Management.
Allegations of sexual misconduct at restaurants and the wider
#MeToo discussion have been a
“wakeup call for restaurants,”
Madera said. He’s hearing from
restaurant associations and others
who want to figure out how to prevent sexual harassment in the workplace.
Raleigh, NC-based chef and
restaurateur Ashley Christiansen,
who talked with Shaya about his
new venture, says a restaurant's
HR presence is as important as the
food or the linen service. She says
it’s difficult to measure how much
progress has been made across the
industry since the growth of the
#MeToo movement, but she sees
cause for optimism.
“I feel like it’s the thing I talk
about more than food now, and I
think that’s a positive thing,” she said.
Shaya says his new venture
hasn’t been without problems. He’s
fired one person who was cursing
at another employee. But he’s also
been inspired by staff members calling out someone who makes an offcolour joke or not tolerating negativity. “We’ve taken it down to the
very basics of kindness, and we stick
to it and I feel that we’ve attracted a
lot of people who believe in that,” he
said.
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ow that the festivities are over
it is important to detoxify after
indulging in food loaded with fats,
sugar, carbohydrates and dry fruits.
While these foods can give heaviness
and bloating, an alcohol binge plays
havoc with our digestive system and
overall health.
But detoxifying should not be
taken as a punishment. Instead, it
can be made interesting by including different meal options like
spinach, tomatoes, cucumber, apples,
broccoli etc along with other essential foods. Do not starve yourself at
any given time or give up everything
that you love eating. Eating sensibly
along with regular exercise, plenty of
water and sufficient rest should do
the trick of bringing you back to
your normal weight and health, say
Avni Kaul, nutritionist and wellness
coach and Shivani Kandwal, medical
nutritionist and diabetes educator.
Here are a 20 things you need
to do to make sure that the detoxification journey runs smooth:
● Lemon water encourages the
liver to produce bile which helps
in digestion and detoxification.
Sipping lukewarm boiled water
all through the day also purifies
the body.
● Green tea is rich in antioxidants
which keeps you healthy and the
liver active. The rich foods that
you have eaten during Diwali
depletes the water content in the
body which gets replenished
when you drink green tea. It also
increases the metabolism which
in turn burns body fat.
● Vegetable soup with lots of different vegetables of
your choice provide antioxidants and
potassium,
which eliminate toxins from
the body.
● Fruits have vitamins, minerals,
antioxidants and
fibers, all of which
together keep the
body healthy while
removing the toxins
lining the intestinal
walls.
● Soaked nuts and dried
fruits are easier to
digest and therefore
they rejuvenate our system. Their protein gets
absorbed quickly. They

neutralise the toxins in the colon.
● Steamed sprouts boost immunity and purify blood. Corrosion of
tissues is prevented by the
antioxidants present in them.
The Omega-3 fats brings a glow
to the skin and hair. They
restore hormonal balance in the
body and also hydrate it.
● Light food like khichdi, quinoa or
porridge are all easily
digestible and nutritious.
They are gluten-free
and strengthen the system.
● Detox drinks includes
warm water with added
ajwain, jeera, fenugreek
seeds, lemon slices, tulsi
or neem leaves. Coconut
water is another very good
natural option.
● Consumption of sugar
and salt should be brought
down to the minimum.
● Eat home-cooked food
to avoid the hidden calories
in sauces, salad dressing etc.
It will also help you control
your portion size.

● Incorporate dahi/yogurt in your
meals to assist in digestion and
cleanse your system.
● Eat a light dinner so that the undigested food does not get stored
as fat in the body.
● Enough sleep is essential to repair
and rejuvenate the body.
● Don’t eat white breads, rice,
maida, sugar or white processed
foods for they are all bad for the
digestive system.
● Don’t skip meals. Instead have
smaller light meals at regular
intervals.
● No packed food. During diwali
you have gorged on enough
sweets and fried foods, so say no
to food with preservatives and
fried food.
● Staying hydrated is the key.
Drink enough water, and your
body will naturally flush out
excess fat and sugar. Drink atleast
three litres of water to ensure a
good detox. You can also add a
few mint and basil leaves and
piece of lemon to aid flatulence,
indigestion .
● Eat as much raw vegetables and
fruits as possible. They will add
fibre and will aid constipation,
which people tend to get post
diwali.
● Keep your dinner salt free, so that
you don’t get water retention. It
will keep you light.
● Exercise. Last but not the least,
stay active. That’s our body’s
natural detoxifying method. Try
and log in atleast 10,000 steps in
your fitness app.
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young Indian squad will
aim to emerge from the
shadows of a winless
past when it launches its bid for
a maiden title with a tough
opener against New Zealand in
the first standalone Women's
World T20 starting here on
Friday.
India have not been very
competitive in the shortest for-

I

ndia's teenage shooting sensation
Saurabh Chaudhary continued his
incredible run by claiming his fourth
individual gold medal in as many
months with a top finish in the 10m air
pistol junior men's event of the Asian
Airgun Championship here on
Thursday.
The 16-year-old, son of a farmer
based in Meerut, first combined with
compatriots Arjun Singh Cheema and
Anmol Jain to log a total of 1731 to win
the team Gold and fetched the individual Gold with 239.8 in the eight-man
individual final to finish with two
Gold medals.
Saurabh won the Gold medal at the
Asian Games in August, besides bagging
Golds at the World Shooting
Championships in September and the
Youth Olympic Games in Argentina last
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month.
Arjun (237.7) secured the Silver
medal after finishing second, while
Chinese Taipei's Huang Wei-Te clinched
the Bronze with a score of 218.0.
Anmol finished fourth with a score
of 195.1. The Indian trio missed the
World and Asian Junior record by a
mere point. Earlier, the Indians dominated the qualifying stages with Arjun
topping the standings with a score of
578 after 60 shots.
Anmol was second with 577 while
Saurabh was placed third with a score
of 576 and all three made it to the eightman final.
This takes India's tally in the ongoing event to 10 medals, including three
Gold, five Silver and two Bronze medals.
Manu Bhaker and Abhidnya Patil
are also slated to feature in the junior
women's 10m air pistol final later in the
5X[T?XRcdaTCfXccTa day.
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mat compared to the 50-over
game in which they scripted a
path-breaking moment last
year when they reached the
World Cup final.
In the end, nerves got the
better of them and they lost the
title clash to England after
being in complete control at
one stage.
Captain Harmanpreet
Kaur and recently-appointed
coach Ramesh Powar insist
that the team has learnt from
that final loss and the presence
of youngsters, including six
World Cup debutants, makes
the squad "fearless".
India have never won the
World T20 in their previous
five attempts with their best
result, a semifinal appearance,
coming in 2009 and 2010. This
is the first standalone World
T20 for women after being held
alongside the men's event in the
past editions.
In the lead-up to the World
T20, India have hit good form,
beating hosts Sri Lanka before
blanking Australia A at home.
What should give them additional confidence going into the
opener is the wins against
reigning champions West
Indies and England in the
warm-up matches.
Opener Smriti Mandhana,
on whom India will be relying
heavily in the Caribbean, said
the Asia Cup T20 final loss to
Bangladesh in June was a timely wake-up call.
"After the setback in the
Asia Cup, everyone went back
and worked hard. You can see
everyone is up to the mark
where you need to be at the
international standard," said
Mandhana, who is also the
vice-captain.
"The Sri Lanka series has
been really good. For me personally, I didn't get really good
scores, but one match,
Harmanpreet and I didn't score
a single run and we got 170.
That was brilliant.
"The bowlers too have
improved massively in last
three months, they are clear
with their plans. And fielding
wise, we are 10 per cent better
than in the last World Cup,"

added Mandhana, who will
open alongside veteran Mithali
Raj.
While Mandhana's performance will be crucial at the top,
teenager Jemimah Rodriguez,
Tanya Bhatia and Harmanpreet
will make up the middle order.
The spin department, led
by leggie Poonam Yadav, is
India's strength while the pace
department lacks experience
after the retirement of veteran
Jhulan Goswami.
India have failed to go past
the group stage in the previous
three editions and they will
have to play well consistently to
advance to the knock-outs.
After the opener against
New Zealand, India will face
Pakistan on November 11,
Ireland on November 15 and
three-time
champions
Australia on November 17.
Coach Powar, a former
India off-spinner, has high
expectations from his team.
"They know that if we
grow as individuals, the team
grows, the Indian women's
cricket grows, and people will
start noticing the game in
India and around the world,"
Powar told the ICC's official
website.
"When you enter such
tournaments, you have to break
records, get noticed as an individual and team also, so I'm
looking forward to that," he
added.
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India: Harmanpreet Kaur
(c), Taniya Bhatia (wk), Ekta
Bisht, Dayalan Hemalatha,
Mansi
Joshi,
Veda
Krishnamurthy,
Smriti
Mandhana, Anuja Patil, Mithali
Raj, Arundathi Reddy,
Jemimah Rodrigues, Deepti
Sharma, Pooja Vastrakar,
Radha Yadav, Poonam Yadav.
New Zealand: Amy
Satterthwaite (c), Suzie Bates,
Bernadine Bezuidenhout (wk),
Sophie Devine, Kate Ebrahim,
Maddy
Green,
Holly
Huddleston, Hayley Jensen,
Leigh Kasperek, Amelia Kerr,
Katey Martin, Anna Peterson,
Harriet Rowe, Lea Tahuhu,
Jess Watkin.

rent Boult became the
third New Zealand bowler
to claim a one-day international hat-trick as his side
defeated Pakistan by 47 runs in
the first match in Abu Dhabi.
Pace spearhead Boult
reduced Pakistan to 8 for 3 in
their chase of 267 after he dismissed Fakhar Zaman (one),
Babar Azam (nought) and
Mohammad Hafeez (nought)
in the third over on
Wednesday.
He finished with figures of
3 for 54 as Pakistan were
bowled out for 219 in 47.2
overs.
"It's nice to be back out
there and get the win for the
boys," said Boult, who missed
the 3-0 loss in the preceding
Twenty20 series due to the
birth of his child.
"I think the new ball is a
key part of the game and we
know what early wickets can
do to chasing totals.
"The hat-trick ball I was
just trying to make him play
and to slide one onto the pads
is a great feeling."

Veteran batsman Ross
Taylor top-scored with 80
while wicketkeeper Tom
Latham struck 68 off 64 balls
to lead New Zealand to 266-9
after they won the toss and batted at Sheikh Zayed Stadium.
In response Pakistan
crumbled to 85-6, before
Sarfraz Ahmed (64) and Imad
Wasim (50) added 103 for the
seventh wicket.
However, once Pakistan
skipper Sarfraz dragged a
Colin de Grandhomme delivery onto his stumps New
Zealand were almost home
and dry.
Grandhomme took 2 for
40 while Lockie Ferguson finished with 3 for 36.
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Boult exposed Pakistan's
batting woes early on, bowling
Zaman off his pads before having Azam caught at slip and
then trapping Hafeez legbefore with a sharp inswinging
delivery.
He joined fast bowlers
Danny Morrison (v India at
Napier in 1999) and Shane
Bond (v Australia at Hobart in

2007) as the only New
Zealanders to take an ODI hattrick. Imam-ul-Haq (34) and
Shoaib Malik (30) added 63 for
the fourth wicket but both fell in
successive overs before the
Sarfraz-Wasim stand briefly
reignited hopes.
Earlier, New Zealand recov-

ered from 78-3 and then 210-7
to set a challenging target.
Paceman Shaheen Shah
Afridi, playing only his fourth
one-day international, jolted
New Zealand at the start with
the wickets of George Worker
(one) and Colin Munro (29).
Shadab Khan dismissed
Kane Williamson for 27 before
Taylor and Latham came together.
The pair compiled a fourthwicket stand of 130, but a burst
of three wickets from Pakistan
leg-spinner Shadab in the 42nd
over appeared to halt their
charge.
He pinned Latham legbefore and did the same to
Henry Nicholls (nought) the
very next ball, before removing
De Grandhomme two balls later
when he edged to first slip

without scoring.
But tailenders Ish Sodhi
(24) and Tim Southee (20)
added 42 precious runs for the
eighth wicket to give New
Zealand a more competitive
total, as Shaheen finished with
4 for 46 in his nine overs.
"We caught them at 210-7
but 50 plus runs for the last three
wickets hurt us badly," said
Sarfraz.
"New Zealand have good
new ball bowlers and early
wickets pushed us too much."
The victory gave New Zealand
a 1-0 lead in the three-match
series and extended their ODI
winning streak against Pakistan
to 12 matches dating back to
December 2014.
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anchester United produced a stunning
late comeback to beat Juventus 2-1 on
Wednesday in what could be a turning
point in their Champions League campaign, while
a Gabriel Jesus hat-trick helped Manchester City
all but secure a last-16 berth.
Pep Guardiola's City crushed Shakhtar
Donetsk 6-0 on a night which saw Real
Madrid also win big, as Bayern Munich
closed in on a place in the knockout stage.
Juventus were within seconds of confirming their spot in the last
16 after Cristiano
Ronaldo put them
ahead in Turin with a
superb volley in the
65th minute.
The hosts had
already hit the woodwork twice before that and
should have been out of
sight before Juan Mata equalised from
an 86th-minute free-kick.
The turnaround was completed in
the 90th minute when Leonardo
Bonucci scored an own-goal, and
United boss Jose Mourinho delighted
in taking to the field at the end, cupping an ear towards the home support.
The former Inter coach said it was
a response to insults from Juve supporters, and United are now two points
behind the Italians in Group H.
"In a beautiful Italian city, they
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Khanty Mansiysk: 6aP]S\PbcTa3a^]PeP[[X7PaXZP
PSeP]RTS c^ cWT _aT`dPacTaUX]P[b RadbWX]V 1T[P
:W^cT]PbWeX[X^U6T^aVXPX]cWTbTR^]SVP\T^UcWT
aP_XScXTQaTPZTaX]a^d]Scf^^UcWTf^a[Sf^\T]b
RWTbbRWP\_X^]bWX_WTaT0UcTacWTbW^RZX]V^dbcTa
^U6aP]S\PbcTa:^]Tad7d\_h7PaXZPT\TaVTSPb
cWT[PbcaT\PX]X]VW^_TU^acWT8]SXP]UP]bP]ScWT
[PShUa^\0]SWaPSXS]^cSXbP__^X]cfX]]X]VfXcW
Q[PRZ X] cWT bTR^]S aP_XS VP\T _[PhTS fXcW !$
\X]dcTb U^a TPRW _[PhTa 7PeX]V SaPf] cWT bTR^]S
VP\T^UcWT\PcRWPbfWXcTfXcW^dcPRWXTeX]V\dRW
7PaXZP Z]Tf WTa RWP]RTb fTaT QaXVWc X] cWT
cXTQaTPZTaPbbWTXbZ]^f]c^QTPV^^SaP_XS_[PhTa
5^a7PaXZPcWTRWP]RTc^VTcX]c^cWT[PbcTXVWcPaT
QaXVWc Pb bWT cPZTb ^] 0[TgP]SaP :^bcT]XdZ ^U
AdbbXPX]cWT]Tgca^d]SCWTAdbbXP]XbPU^a\Ta
f^a[S RWP\_X^] Qdc 7PaXZP WPS QTPcT] WTa
WP]Sb^\T[hX]cWT_aTeX^dbTSXcX^]4Pa[XTa7d\_hb
RP\_PXV]RP\Tc^P]T]SPUcTabWT[^bcc^9^[P]cP
IPfPSiZP ^U ?^[P]S X] cWT bTR^]S VP\T ^U cWT
bTR^]Sa^d]SWTaT
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New Delhi: 8]SXP] _PSS[Ta 6 BPcWXhP] bcd]]TS
f^a[S]d\QTa &BP]VTd]9^]VX]cWTUX]P[\PcRW^U
cWT_aT[X\X]Paha^d]Sbc^`dP[XUhU^acWT\PX]SaPf
^UcWT8CC50dbcaXP]>_T]X];X]iBPcWXhP]QTVP]WXb
X\_aTbbXeT ad] X] cWT T[XcT ?[PcX]d\ c^da]P\T]c
UTPcdaX]V $( ^dc ^U cWT f^a[Sb c^_ % _[PhTab Qh
QTPcX]V cWT aTRT]c[hRa^f]TS H^dcW >[h\_XR
RWP\_X^] FP]V 2Wd`X] Ua^\ 2WX]P 7T cP\TS
2Wd`X]# c^\PZTcWT\^bc^UWXbUXabca^d]SQhT
X] cWT _aT[X\X]PaXTb 7T V^c ^UU c^ P fX]]X]V '
bcPac Qdc [^bc cWT ]Tgc ^]T ! # 7T W^fTeTa
aTR^eTaTS`dXRZ[hc^R[PX\cWT]TgccWaTTVP\Tb 
' % P]S ' % U^a P \^aP[TQ^^bcX]V eXRc^ah
BPcWXhP]cWT]QTPcB[^ePZXPb;dQ^\Xa?XbcTY#c^
bW^fcWPcWTfPb^]Pa^[[8]cWTUX]P[_aT[X\X]Pah
WT UPRTS 9^]V P]S TaPbTS P cf^VP\T STUXRXc c^
R^\T^dcP%  "  " ' % %c^VaPQ
PQTacWX]cWT\PX]a^d]S7TUPRTb<PaR^b5aTXcPb
^U?^acdVP[X]cWTA^d]S^U"![PcTaX]cWT]XVWc
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Barcelona: 1PaRT[^]P\XSUXT[STa?WX[X__T2^dcX]W^
^U1aPiX[fX[[QTbXST[X]TSU^aPa^d]Scf^cWaTTfTTZb
SdT c^ P WP\bcaX]V X]Ydah cWT B_P]XbW R[dQ
P]]^d]RTS^]CWdabSPh2^dcX]W^!%bdbcPX]TSP
[TUc [TV X]Ydah X] 1PaRT[^]Pb D450 2WP\_X^]b
;TPVdT SaPf fXcW 8]cTa <X[P] ^] CdTbSPh aT_^acb
4UT CTbcb RPaaXTS ^dc ^] CWdabSPh \^a]X]V WPeT
R^]UXa\TScWPc?WX[X__T2^dcX]W^WPbPb\P[[ad_cdaT
X] cWT QXRT_b UT\^aXb ^U WXb [TUc [TV cWT R[dQb
bcPcT\T]caTPSCWT1aPiX[X]cTa]PcX^]P[fX[[\XbbcWT
d_R^\X]VW^\T;P;XVPR[PbWPVPX]bcATP[1TcXbPc
2P\_=^dbcPSXd\X]1PaRT[^]P^]Bd]SPh
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Mumbai: CWTaT fPb ]^ T]S c^ AP\Zd\Pa
AP\P]PcWP]b[TP]_PcRWPbcWT8]SXP]3PeXb2d__Ta
hTcPVPX]\PSTP]TPa[hTgXc[^bX]VWXbbTR^]Sa^d]S
PccWTB[^ePZ>_T]X]1aPcXb[PePfWX[T?daPeAPYP[^bc
WXbS^dQ[Tb`dPacTaUX]P[fXcW_Pac]Ta0]c^]X^BP]RXR
BTTSTS bXgcW AP\Zd\Pa [^bc "% %" !% c^
6Ta\P]hb<PccWXPb1PRWX]VTaX]cWTbTR^]Sa^d]S
^U cWT 4da^ % WPaS R^dac c^da]P\T]c
AP\Zd\PaWPb]^cRa^bbTSPbTR^]Sa^d]STXcWTa
^]cWT2WP[[T]VTaRXaRdXc^a^]cWT0C?F^a[SC^da
bX]RT\PZX]VcWTbd\\XcR[PbW^UcWT7P[[^U5P\T
>_T]X]9d[h8]cWTS^dQ[TbcW^dVWAP\Zd\PaP]S
WXb _Pac]Ta 0]SaT EPbT[TebZX \^eTS c^ cWT
bT\XUX]P[bfXcWP#%%" 'fX]^eTa[^RP[fX[S
RPaS_PXa^U0]SaTY:<PacX]P]S5X[X_?^[PbTZ1dc
?daPeAPYPP]SBP]RXR[^bccWTXa`dPacTaUX]P[%##
% %  c^ c^_ bTTSTS 1aXc^]b :T] BZd_bZX 9^]]h
>\PaPX]&!\X]dcTb
0VT]RXTb

insulted me for 90 minutes. I didn't insult them.
I just made a little thing," Mourinho told BT Sport.
"It is a big victory for us, not just because we
needed the points but because it was away from
home against an amazing team."
The result was a blow for Valencia, who are
still two points behind in third after beating Young
Boys 3-1 at Mestalla.
Santi Mina scored twice either side of
a Roger Assale goal, before Carlos Soler
sealed the win. Young Boys, who had Sekou
Sanogo sent off, cannot now qualify.

<P]RWTbcTaD]XcTS_[PhTabRT[TQaPcTPUcTabR^aX]VPV^P[[TUc6PQaXT[9TbdbRT[TQaPcTbPUcTabR^aX]VWXbbXSTbbXgcWV^P[SdaX]VcWT2WP\_X^]b;TPVdT\PcRW
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There was less drama at the
Etihad Stadium, where City —
whose financial dealings have
come under scrutiny in a series
of Football Leaks allegations —
eased to their biggest win in
the competition.
Goals from David Silva
and Riyad Mahrez bookended the victory. In between
there was a stunner from Raheem
Sterling, who was also awarded a penalty for kicking his own foot into the turf
in the box.
In his post-match press conference, Guardiola admitted "we realised
immediately it was not a penalty"
adding that referees need help from VAR,
which will be used in the Champions
League from next season. "We don't like
really to score a goal in that situation," he
said, adding that Sterling could have come
clean to the referee.

6PaTcW1P[T[TUcV^TbU^acWTQP[[PVPX]bc?[iT]STUT]STaAPSX\ATi]XZSdaX]VcWTXa\PcRW
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Former Premier League referee
Mark Clattenburg said it would have
been an "incredible act of sportsmanship"
had Sterling done so.
"Even then, it may not have been
enough to convince the Hungarian official to change his mind," he wrote in the
Daily Mail.
Meanwhile, Jesus scored
the spot-kick, the first of two
penalties in his hat-trick.
City will head to Lyon later
this month requiring a draw
to secure a last-16 place.
"Unfortunately we
haven't qualified, but we
are so close and will try to
maintain this level," said
Guardiola, whose team play United on
Sunday.
City would have been through
already had Lyon not squandered a twogoal lead to draw 2-2 at home to 10-man
Hoffenheim.
Nabil Fekir and Tanguy Ndombele
had the French club 2-0 up at the break,
and the Germans had Kasim Nuhu sent
off early in the second half.
But Andrej Kramaric pulled one

CfXccTa0?

back and Lyon missed chances to secure
the victory before Pavel Kaderabek's
stoppage-time equaliser.
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Reigning European champions
Madrid had no trouble against Viktoria
Plzen in the Czech Republic, with Karim
Benzema scoring twice in a 50 win.
Real were four ahead at
the break, Benzema's goals
taking him to 200 for the
club.
Casemiro and Gareth
Bale also netted in the first
half, and Toni Kroos completed the scoring with a
delicious chip.
Santiago Solari has now overseen
three victories, all with clean sheets,
since being put in charge of Madrid,
and the Spaniards are level atop Group
G with Roma.
The Italians won 2-1 away to
CSKA Moscow, Kostas Manolas and
Lorenzo Pellegrini scoring their goals
either side of Arnor Sigurdsson's
equaliser.
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he Indian senior women's team opened
its 2020 AFC Women's Olympic
T
Qualifying campaign with a 1-1 draw against
Nepal here on Thursday.
The first half was an open affair with
India creating more chances than Nepal.
However, they did not have the best of starts
as centre-back Sweety Devi was forced off
due to injury in just the eighth minute and
was replaced by Manisha Panna.
With the Indian defence still finding its
feet after Sweety's injury, the Nepalese forwards made the most of the situation as captain Niru Thapa scored from close range
thanks to a low ball from the left flank.
India immediately responded to the early
setback and created a flurry of chances in the
next few phases of play with Grace Dangmei
8]SXP]5^^cQP[[CTP\CfXccTa
exerting a lot of influence down the right 8]SXP]F^\T]U^^cQP[[_[PhTab_^bTU^aP_W^c^PUcTacWT\PcRW
wing and Sanju, Anju Tamang and Bala Devi
all coming close to opening the scoring for the front foot as Kamala's volley from the duced a terrific tackle inside the penalty
penalty box arc went inches over the bar. area.
Maymol Rocky's side.
The last quarter of the match saw the
In the 29th minute, coach Rocky made At the hour mark, keeper Aditi Chauhan
a tactical switch by replacing Anju with the proved her worth yet again with a fine save two teams continue to go hammer and tongs
experienced Kamala Devi. The move paid as she denied Nepal striker Sabitra from just at each other but no side managed to create
any clear-cut chances as both sets of players
rich dividends as Kamala levelled the score eight yards out.
In the 67th minute, Nepal launched an were limited to shots from distance.
for India after some excellent play by Sanju
In the end, there was not enough to sepfrom the left as she cut past her marker and attack down the right and looked to get the
ball in a dangerous situation but Ratanbala arate the two sides as they opened their
delivered an inch-perfect cross.
The second half saw India start off on Devi, who came on in the 55th minute, pro- account in the tournament with a point each.

Ad_X]STa?P[Bd]X[TgR[dSTSUa^\F2b`dPS
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anpreet Singh will lead
India's 18-member hockey
M
squad for the FIH World Cup
beginning in Bhubaneswar on
November 28 but the experienced Rupinder Pal Singh and S
V Sunil missed out from the team
announced on Thursday.
Veteran striker Sunil's participation in the mega event was
always in doubt ever since he
picked up a knee injury during
the national camp in the lead up
to the Asian Champions Trophy
held in Muscat last month.
Rupinder Pal has been
ignored again after being
dropped from the continental
event last month. Sunil too did
not play in the tournament in
which India were declared joint
winners with Pakistan after rain
played spoilsport on the final day.
The Indian team, which will
play their against South Africa on
the opening day, features PR
Sreejesh and Krishan Bahadur
Pathak as goalkeepers.
Manpreet's deputy will be
Chinglensana Singh Kangujam,
Hockey India said in a statement.
Odisha's experienced
defender Birendra Lakra, who
makes a comeback into the team
after missing out in Muscat due
to rehabilitation, Amit Rohidas,
Surender Kumar, Kothajit Singh,
2016 Junior World Cup winners

8]SXP]W^RZTh_[PhTab_^bTU^aP_W^c^

Harmanpreet Singh and Varun
Kumar will form India's defence
with three of them being dragflick specialists.
The midfield will feature
the dynamic Manpreet, who
played a pivotal role in India's
campaign as defending champions at the Asian Champions
Trophy.
Chinglensana will add to
the experience in the center
along with young guns Sumit,
Nilakanta Sharma and Hardik
Singh, who made his international debut last month.
The forward line has the
experienced Akashdeep Singh,
Dilpreet Singh, Lalit Upadhyay
and Junior World Cup winners
Mandeep Singh, Simranjeet
Singh.

8]SXP]7^RZThCTP\CfXccTa

India, grouped in Pool C
along with World No.3 Belgium,
Canada and South Africa, will
need to finish on top of the pool
to secure a place in the quarterfinals.
"We have chosen the best
available combinations for the
World Cup. We had to make
some tough decisions to select 18
out of a very strong pool of 34
players," asserted Chief Coach
Harendra Singh.
"The final 18 are a mix of
experienced and youth and have
been selected on the basis of their
current form and fitness.
"These players have consistently shown their potential in
the lead up to the showpiece
event and I am confident India
will put up a fighting perfor-

mance," he added.
The core group of 34 will
continue to train in Bhubaneswar
till November 23 before it plays
its World Cup opener.
Goalkeepers: PR Sreejesh,
Krishan Bahadur Pathak
Squad:
Defenders:
Harmanpreet Singh, Birendra
Lakra, Varun Kumar, Kothajit
Singh Khadangbam, Surender
Kumar, Amit Rohidas
Midfielders: Manpreet
Singh (Captain), Chinglensana
Singh Kangujam (Vice Captain),
Nilakanta Sharma, Hardik Singh,
Sumit
Forwards: Akashdeep Singh,
Mandeep Singh, Dilpreet Singh,
Lalit Kumar Upadhyay,
Simranjeet Singh.
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ormer champions P V Sindhu
and Kidambi Srikanth recorded
contrasting victories to advance to
the quarterfinals of the China
Open World Tour Super 750 here
on Thursday.
While Olympic and two-time
World Championship Silver medallist, Sindhu stamped her authority
with a 21-12 21-15 win over
Thailand's
Busanan
Ongbamrungphan in the second
round, Srikanth got the better off
Indonesia's Tommy Sugiarto in a
three-game match.
The third seeded Indian, who
had clinched the title in 2016, will
face tough test against eighth seeded He Bingjiao next. Sindhu lost
both the meetings against the
world no 7 Chinese and would be
eager to avenge her twin loss on
Friday.
Srikanth, who had
skipped the event due to a
muscle strain last season,
managed to script a comefrom-behind 10-21 21-9 219 win over Tommy Sugiarto
in a 45-minute men's singles
match.
The 25-year-old from
Guntur had won the China
Open in 2014, getting the
better of the legendary Lin Dan of
China. Next, he will face Chinese
Taipei's Chou Tien Chen, who
won a silver medal at the Jakarta
Asian Games this year.
World No 9 Srikanth has lost to
Chen twice in the last three years.
The only time he had an upper
hand was at the 2014 Hong Kong
Open.
In the women's singles contest,
Sindhu didn't give any chance to
Busanan to come near her in the
first game as she led right from the
start and reached 11-4 at the break
before slowly extending the advantage seal the game.
In the second game, Sindhu
had a 4-0 early advantage but

:BaXZP]cWX]PRcX^]
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seven straight points helped
Busanan to turn the tables and take
a 7-4 lead.
The Indian, however, managed to wrest an 11-8 lead
and kept her nose ahead to
quell her rival's challenge.
In the men's singles,
Tommy, son of former
world champion Icuk
Sugiarto, dished out a dominating game to leave
Srikanth to do the catching
up act in the opening game.
The
30-year-old
Indonesian grabbed an 11-6 lead at
the break and comfortably moved
ahead even as the Indian struggled.
Srikanth soon changed his
tactics in time and looked a different player in the second game
as he came out with all cylinders
blazing, moving to a 11-6 lead and
then dominating the proceedings
completely.
The Indian gave away just
three more points while grabbing
the remaining 10 points to roar
back into contest.
Srikanth dominated the
decider as well, jumping from 73 to 13-3 before shutting the door
on his rival with a similar 21-9
margin.

