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The ambitious project to
repopulate Odisha’s Satkosia

Tiger Reserve by translocating
big cats from outside the State
has gone haywire after one of
the relocated tigers died, most
probably due to poaching, while
the other, a Royal Bengal tigress,
has been kept in captivity fol-
lowing public outrage that it
killed two people. 

Unhappy at the State
Government’s failure to protect
the big cats and sensitise the
community towards wildlife,
the National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA) has now kept the
translocation plan in abeyance
till the “environment becomes
conducive for the big cats”  in
the tiger reserve spread over
four districts — Angul,
Cuttack, Nayagarh and Boudh.

NTCA ADG Anup Nayak
told The Pioneer, “Following
the mishappening at the
reserve we are reviewing the
safety situation in the tiger
reserve. We cannot allow the
big cats to be translocated
from other States and meet the
fatal end. 

“The death of the male
tiger shows that sufficient steps
were not taken to protect the
animal. Also, the State
Government must answer why
the tigress had strayed outside
the forest even though she was
under constant observation of
the forest officials.”

The tigress had to be tran-
quillised and kept in a zoo after
the villagers in the vicinity
alleged that she had mauled

locals and their cattle.
Nayak said there are

reports that the move to bring
the big cats has met with vio-
lent protests from members of
local communities on the out-
skirts of the reserve as they
apprehend their safety and that
of their livestock.

The body of MB2, the
male big cat which was shifted
from Madhya Pradesh’s Kanha
tiger reserve in June this year,
was found in Raiguda range on
Hindol-Narsinghpur border —
the core area of Satkosia Tiger
Reserve (STR) in Angul district
a few days ago.

Nayak said the exact reason
of radio-collared MB2’s death
is yet to be ascertained, but pre-
liminary report suggests that it
could have died of infections
after it was caught in a snare
trap laid by poachers.

The body was found by
officials who were searching for
MB2 after there were no signals
from his radio collar for days.
The tiger’s death came just a
few weeks after the tigress
which was brought from
Bandhavgarh Tiger reserve in
MP in August was tranquilised
and kept under observation in
an enclosure. This was after vil-
lagers in the vicinity of the
reserve alleged that she had
killed two persons.

The tigers’ fate has put a
question mark on the NTCA
plan to translocate three pairs
of tigers from Madhya Pradesh
to Odisha. This was the first
ever inter-state tiger translo-
cation in India. So far the
tigers have been shifted from
one reserve to another within

the State itself, like for instance
in Rajasthan where big cats
were translocated from
Ranthambore tiger reserve to
Sariska tiger reserve. 

Odisha has three tiger
reserve — Satkosia, Sunabeda
and Simplipal. According to the
2016 tiger census, Odisha has
40 Royal Bengal Tigers — 13
males, 24 females and three
calves. The relocation is part of
a tiger recovery programme to
shore up the floundering pop-
ulation of tigers in Satkosia
where tigers vanished due to
biotic pressure.

Conservationist Biswajit
Mohanty, who had been oppos-
ing the relocation plan since
beginning, feel it is bound to
happen as though the poor
prey base in Satkosia has shown
a recovery in the core area, it
is not enough to sustain a sig-
nificant tiger population.

Continued on Page 4
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The all-party meeting con-
vened by Kerala Chief

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan at
Thiruvananthapuram on
Thursday to sort out imbroglio
over the entry of women in
child-bearing age to Sabarimala
Temple in Kerala’s Western
Ghats ended in failure. A meet-
ing the Chief Minister held
later in the day with the repre-
sentatives of the Pandhalam
Royal Family — the customary
owners of the temple who
enjoys certain privileges as
part of traditions — and the
chief priest (Thanthri) too
failed to break the deadlock.

Thanthri Rajeevaru, the
chief priest, while speaking to
the media after the meeting
made use of the opportunity to
plead with the women in the
10-50 age group not to come to
Sabarimala and stay off the
temple. Later, speaking to The
Pioneer, the Thanthri said he
enjoys certain privileges as the
chief priest of the temple. “I am
not a paid employee of the
Government. I am reporting to
Lord Ayyappa and has the
authority to order purification

ceremonies and atonements,”
said the Thanthri.

Ramesh Chennaithala,
Leader of Opposition in Kerala
Legislative Assembly, walked
out of the meeting alleging that
the CM’s intransigent stance on
the issue led to the failure of the
talks. BJP’s Kerala chief PS
Sreedharan Pillai, who has
been spearheading the agita-
tion against the entry of women
in the 10-50 age group, later
told reporters that the NDA
would go ahead with the agi-
tation from Friday against
women devotees making it to
the temple.

“We just pleaded with the
Government to keep the
Supreme Court order in
abeyance till the court dispos-
es of the review and writ peti-
tions filed against the
September 28 verdict. The
Supreme Court Bench which
heard the petition on Tuesday
was not an appellate authority
and that is the reason why the
September 28 verdict was not
stayed,” said Pillai, himself a
leading lawyer in Kerala.

The breakdown of the all-
party meeting has created a
war-like atmosphere in the holy
shrine as the police have pre-
vented the entry of mediaper-
sons to the temple premises.
The temple reopens on Friday
evening as a prelude to the 41-
day Mandala Pooja, which
begins on Saturday morning.

Continued on Page 4
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Annoyed at unpaid wages,
three men allegedly killed

a fashion designer and her
domestic help in South Delhi’s
Vasant Kunj Enclave on
Wednesday night. After mur-
dering her and her servant,
they ransacked the entire house
and looted cash and jewellery,
and fled the spot. However,
around 2.45am they them-
selves went to Vasant Kunj
South police station to surren-
der. They reportedly told the
police that they feared that the
police will trouble their fami-
ly if they ran away.

They confessed to their
crime and told the police that
the bodies were lying in a flat
of Vasant Enclave, following
which officials rushed to the
spot to verify the details.

Police recovered the bod-
ies of 53-year-old Maya
Lakhani, who ran a boutique
called Tulsi Creations in Green
Park, and her domestic help,
50-year-old Bahadur, a
Nepalese national, with multi-
ple stab wounds in the bunga-
low. The bodies were lying in
a pool of blood.

“The accused looted jew-
ellery and ransacked the house
after killing the two. It is esti-
mated that the incident took

place between 10 pm and 11.30
pm on Wednesday,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP)
Southwest district Devendra
Arya said. Identified as Rahul
Anwar (24), the master tailor
who worked with Lakhani, his
cousin Rahmat (24) and his
friend Wasim (25) have been
arrested for murders, said Arya.

The tailor, with the help of
two of his relatives, killed
Lakhani as she had not cleared
his dues. When she cried for
help, her servant came to her
rescue but he too was stabbed
to death.

“One of the accused Rahul
Anwar was working as a tailor
at the deceased fashion design-

er’s workshop and was staying
in her home for the last three
years. He committed the crime
with two of his relatives in an
attempt to loot,” Joint CP Ajay
Chaudhary said. 

A case has been registered
and the three accused have
been arrested, the DCP added. 

Continued on Page 4
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Delhi University Students’
Union (DUSU) president

Ankiv Baisoya on Thursday
tendered his resignation from
the post on the advice of the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP), which sus-
pended him from the organi-
sation over his fake degree
controversy. 

The ABVP has suspended
Baisoya from the organisation
till enquiry in the “fake degree
case” is complete. The rival
National Students’ Union of
India has criticised the ABVP
claiming that the decision was
taken under pressure ahead of
the High Court hearing. 

After Baisoya’s election as
the DUSU president, the
Opposition party claimed that
he submitted a fake bachelor’s
degree to fight elections. 

“The moment ABVP won
DUSU elections by 3:1, NSUI
and other student organisations
started raising questions on the
authenticity of Baisoya’s previ-
ous degree and his admission
to the DU. Keeping in mind
students’ struggle, emotions
and expectations and in order

to maintain the genuineness,
the ABVP asked Baisoya to
resign from his post and also
removed him from all the
responsibilities of the organi-
sation till DU completes its ver-
ification process,” said ABVP
spokesperson Monika
Chaudhary.

The High Court is hearing
the case on a plea of NSUI stu-
dent leader Sunny Chillar, who
has sought from the court that
Baisoya’s election be set aside
after news reports said the
registrar of Thiruvalluvar
University had “unambigu-
ously and unequivocally”
declared Baisoya’s certificate
“fake and forged”.

Continued on Page 4
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Weeks after senior BJP
leaders demanded an

Assam-like National Register
for Citizens (NRC) in Bengal
and in the wake of an intensi-
fied political campaign by Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
highlighting the anti-Bengali
venom that laces the NRC
regime, the State BJP unit has
asked its national leadership to
tone down the NRC rhetoric, at
least till the next year’s gener-
al elections, sources say.

According to inside
sources, the State BJP has writ-
ten to party president Amit
Shah to go slow on NRC as the
idea was creating large-scale
apprehensions among the peo-
ple. In fact, State BJP president

Dilip Ghosh on Thursday
clearly said the State leadership
was more in favour of the
Citizenship Bill than the NRC.

“I think once the
Citizenship Bill is tabled and
enacted, the NRC will not be
required because that will pro-
vide enough evidence of a per-
son’s citizenship credentials,”
Ghosh said.

Continued on Page 4
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Ahead of a fresh round of
agitation threatened by the

Maratha Kranti Morcha from
November 25 to demand reser-
vations for their community
members, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis on
Thursday indicated that his
Government would come out
with a formal announcement
about reservations for Marathas
in Government jobs and edu-
cational institutions on
December 1.

“I request all of you to pre-
pare yourselves for celebra-
tions on December 1,” Fadnavis
said, while addressing a public
rally at Ahmednagar in western
Maharashtra.

Fadnavis’ announcement
came hours after Maharashtra
State Backward Class
Commission (MSBCC) mem-
ber-secretary DD Deshmukh
submitted the Commission’s
voluminous report on the
socio-economic status of the
Marathas to State Chief
Secretary DK Jain. 

On August 7, the Bombay
High Court had set November
15 as deadline for MSBCC to
submit its report to it.

Detailed report on P7
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The politics of statue has
infected Karnataka as the

JD(S)-Congress coalition
Government is mulling a pro-
posal to build 125-feet high
statue of Mother Cauvery at
world famous Brindavan
Gardens, adjoining the Krishna
Raja Sagara (KRS) that too will
be developed on the lines of
Disney land.

The whopping �1,200
crore project includes increas-
ing the height of the KRS dam
to around a 12-storey building,
while the Goddess Cauvery will
stand atop a museum complex
on the “amusement park”
spread in 300-400 acres.

However, the State
Government will not spend any
money on the public-private
partnership project and the
cost would be borne by the
construction company. 

According to Water
Resources Minister DK
Shivakumar, the proposal was
tabled in the Assembly during
the Budget Session and was
passed in the Budget Bill. On
Wednesday Shivakumar along
with Tourism Minister SaRa
Mahesh held a meeting with
officials from the water
resources and the tourism
departments to discuss the
blueprint. A certain fixed
amount will be paid to the
Government on yearly basis as

revenue generated from the
earning from tourists.

Shivakumar said, “It is not
a statue per se, it is an amuse-
ment park. We want to show-
case the heritage and culture of

Mysore to rest of the country.
It is still in planning stage and
features can be changed.”

The BJP criticised the
Government for calling it an
amusement park. BJP

Spokesperson S Prakash said,
“We welcome the statue, but
one can’t call it an amusement
park. It’s an insult to Goddess
Cauvery. Congress attacked
BJP over statue of Unity, now

their duplicity is seen,
hypocrisy is in their DNA.”

At present, the
Government earns �6 crore
from the KRS dam annually.
After development, the income
may rise up to �300 crore, and
the State Government’s share
will be �30 crore a year.

Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy in his first-ever
Budget presented on July 5 had
proposed to bring back the
grandeur of Brindavan
Gardens and KRS dam by
developing it on the model of
America’s Disneyland with
public-private participation.
Global industrialists are eager
to invest in the project,
Kumaraswamy, who also holds
Finance portfolio, had said in
his Budget speech, while pro-
viding �5 crore to prepare the
detailed project report.
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The orphaned cubs of a
man-eating tiger Avni

killed in a State-sanctioned
hunt have been
spotted in a
forest in

Maharashtra and could be res-
cued and rehabilitated, officials
said on Thursday.

The mother was shot dead
in early November after being
accused of killing more than a

dozen villagers, capping off
one of the country’s most high-
profile tiger hunts and anger-
ing conservation activists.

The months-long search
deployed 200 hunters using
paragliders, infrared cameras,
sharpshooters on elephant
back, and even Calvin Klein
fragrance to lure the big cat.

Maharashtra forestry
department’s AK Mishra said
the cubs are “healthy and are
surviving”.

��
�� 1�7+68

Three tiger cubs were found
killed after being hit by a

train in Maharashtra’s
Chandrapur district on
Thursday, officials said.

Chief Conservator of
Forests SV Ramarao said while
two cubs were found dead in
the morning, another dead
tiger cub was found half a kilo-
metre away in the evening.

The cubs, around six

months old, were apparently hit
by Balharshah-Gondia train
between Chandrapur and
Nagbhid stations around 7.30
am, said Rishikesh Ranjan,
general manager
of the State-run
F o r e s t
Development Corporation of
Maharashtra.

Pug marks of a tigress,
which could be the cub’s moth-
er, were found in the vicinity,
said Ramarao. 
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The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) on 1984 anti-

Sikh riots on Thursday sought
death penalty for two persons
convicted by a court here, say-
ing that it was part of a “geno-
cide” against members of a par-
ticular community and fell
under the rarest of rare cate-
gory of cases warranting the
capital punishment.

Additional Sessions Judge
Ajay Pandey reserved for
November 20, the order on the
quantum of punishment to be
awarded to Naresh Sherawat
and Yashpal Singh for killing
Hardev Singh and Avtar Singh
in Mahipalpur area of South
Delhi during the riots.

It was the first conviction in
the cases, reopened by the SIT,
set up in 2015. The Delhi police
had closed the case in 1994 for
want of evidence. However, a
SIT on the riots reopened it.

The SIT demand was
opposed by the counsel appear-
ing for the convicts who sought
life imprisonment for his clients,
the minimum for the offence of
murder.

During the proceedings,
the public prosecutor for SIT,
Surinder Mohit Singh, said that
it was "brutal murder of two
innocent young persons aged
around 25 each. It was a planned
murder since the accused were
carrying kerosene oil, sticks
etc." It was not the only incident
in Delhi and around 3,000 peo-
ple were killed, he added. 

"People from only one
community were targeted. It was
a genocide. The incidents had
an international ramification
and it took almost 34 years to
get justice. A signal should go to
the society to deter them from
committing such horrible
crimes. This is the rarest of rare
case which calls for death penal-
ty," Singh said.

However, the demand was
opposed by advocate O P
Sharma, appearing for the con-
victs, who said that the attack
was not deliberate or planned
but a sudden flare up. 

"The Prime Minister of the
country was shot dead by her
own bodyguards, belonging to
a particular community. What
could be more wrong than
that? She was warned and sug-
gested to change her guards. Still
she kept them. 

But she was betrayed and
brutally killed. The present case
was a sudden flare up. There
was no pre-planning," the
defence counsel said.

However, his submission
was opposed by senior advocate
H S Phoolka, who appeared for
the victims."Every Sikh con-
demned the act of the assassi-
nation of the Prime Minister. It
was tragic. But does that mean
that Sikhs be killed? Does that
give licence to kill? 

"Father of the nation,
Mahatma Gandhi, was killed by
Nathuram Godse. But did any-
thing of that sort happen against
anyone? The accused were lead-
ing the mob. The whole world
is watching that how we treat
such cases," Phoolka said.

Later, as the convicts were
being taken to the lock up
inside the Patiala House Courts
premises after the proceedings,
BJP MLA Manjinder Singh
Sirsa slapped one of the con-
victs-Yashpal Singh. Slogans
were also raised against both the
convicts. However, the police
separated Sirsa, his supporters
and the convicts. The case was
lodged on a complaint filed by
Santokh Singh, a brother of
Hardev Singh.

The Delhi police had closed
the case in 1994 for want of evi-
dence. However, an SIT formed
in connection with the riots
reopened the case. The court on
Wednesday had convicted the

two accused-the first conviction
in the cases reopened by the SIT.

The court held both the
accused guilty under various
sections including 302 (mur-
der), 307 (attempt to murder),
395 (dacoity) and 324 (volun-
tarily causing hurt by dangerous
weapons or means) of the IPC.

Of the 650 cases registered
in connection with anti-Sikh
riots in Delhi, 267 were closed
as untraced by the Delhi Police.
Of these 267 cases, five were
later taken up by the CBI. The
SIT also scrutinised the records
of 18 cancelled cases.

The SIT found 60 cases
appropriate for further investi-
gation. It filed "untraced report"
in 52 cases in the last one-and-
a-half years.

Out of the eight cases being
investigated, chargesheets have
been filed in five and three, in
which senior Congress leader
Sajjan Kumar is an accused, are
pending investigation.
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The Delhi Police on
Thursday detained four

transgenders after a video of
them taking their clothes off on
the newly constructed
Signature Bridge in the Delhi
went viral.

Police have registered a
case of obscenity in public
against the four persons. “We
have detained four transgen-
ders and are questioning them
in connection with the inci-
dent,” said the senior police
official. 

“The exact date and time of
the incident is being ascer-
tained. The security on the
bridge has been tightened fol-
lowing claims that there weren’t
any police personnel deployed
on the overpass,” said the senior
police official. 

The iconic bridge has
become a popular hangout
spot and embroiled in yet
another controversy ever since
it’s opening. Only a few days

ago, some men were seen
pulling off dangerous stunts
while taking selfies by climbing
upon the boundary of the
bridge.

The Government has
reportedly also planned 'safe
selfie spots' to be developed in
the second phase of construc-
tion that is scheduled to begin
this week, as per a Hindustan
Times report. The police have
reportedly written to Municipal
Corporation of Delhi in order
to ask them to install caution
boards warning people against
clicking selfies dangerously.
Meanwhile, Delhi Traffic Police
has started issuing challans to
to motorists for traffic viola-
tions.
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In an accident that shocked
the national Capital on

Wednesday, a 16-year-old girl
died and eight other persons
were injured when a 65-year-
old retired professor from
Hansraj College of Delhi
University reportedly lost con-
trol and his Fortuner car
rammed into five vehicles near
Meera Bagh traffic signal in
Delhi's Outer district.

The accident occurred late
evening on Wednesday when a
retired professor, one Kamal
Kumar Beharai, allegedly lost
control of his Fortuner and
rammed into five vehicles- a
scooty, one motorcycle, one
rickshaw and one mini bus
before coming to a halt. 

According to police, he
was driving fast and lost con-
trol of the car at the time of
applying break.

The vehicle lost its balance
and rammed into the vehicles. 

The 16-year-old girl iden-

tified as Seema Das was walk-
ing along with her sister when
they were run over by the
Fortuner. The 16-year-old died
on the spot, and her sister sus-
tained grievous injuries. The
deceased, along with eight
other, was injured. They were-
taken to Sahgal Hospital. 

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Outer) Seju P Kuruvilla
said that once the retired pro-
fessor Kamal Kumar Beharai is
discharged from the hospital, he
will be taken into police custody.
"The other injured persons are
out danger," he added. 

The vehicle was badly dam-
aged after the accident and was
seized for further investigation,
police said. Police said they are
checking the CCTV cameras
installed in the area to under-
stand what exactly happened.

They said they will question
Kumar after he recuperates
and also ask for his medical test
to ascertain whether he was
drunk at the time of the acci-
dent.
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A21-year-old dancer who
turned to snatching in

order to satisfy his addiction to
liquor and cigarettes and to
splurge on his three girlfriends,
was arrested during patrolling
by Southeast district’s
Govindpuri police on the inter-
vening night of Wednesday
and Thursday. 

The accused, identified as
Rohan Gill (21), was caught red-
handed when he was fleeing after
snatching money from an auto
driver. The incident occurred
midnight when the auto driver
was waiting for passengers at
Govindpuri Chowk, Ravi Dass
Marg and counting his money.

“Meanwhile, Rohan came to
him and asked for a bidi.Then,
he snatched his purse and ran
away. The complainant, then,
raised an alarm and nearby
patrolling 'Raftar' motorcycle
squad arrested the accused,"
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Southeast) Chinmoy Biswal
stated. 

"During sustained interro-
gation, Rohan disclosed that he
joined S.M Dance Academy in
Kalkaji and completed a one
year professional Dance
Training Course. After this, he

joined a dance troupe and soon
became the lead performer of his
troupe. He started performing in
events and parties," said the
DCP. 

"While performing in
events, he started consuming
liquor and cigarettes in parties
and events. Rohan used to stay
outside his house during nights
and disclosed that he has three
girlfriends. 

In order to splurge on his

girlfriends and to get easy
money for his expenses, he
started commiting petty thefts
and snatching in the area," he
said. 

Two cases of snatching and
ten cases of theft were solved
with his arrest. He was earlier
arrested in December 2017 by
Amar Colony police station,
March and April 2018 by Okhla
Industrial Area and Kalkaji
police stations," DCP added.
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In a shocking incident, a 30-
year-old married woman

reportedly tried to commit sui-
cide by allegedly setting herself
ablaze in her in-laws house at
Dwarka’s Shayam Enclave local-
ity in Deen Pur village. Police
allege that she took the extreme
step due to marital issues with
her husband, police said
Thursday. The woman sur-
vived, but she sustained burn
injuries in her legs and stomach. 

According to police, the
incident was reported at around
11:50 am on Thursday. The vic-
tim was staying with her hus-
band and in-laws at Shayam
Enclave locality in Deen Pur.
When police reached the spot,
the woman's family was also

present in their residence.
The victim allegedly poured

kerosene on herself and then set
herself ablaze. The woman got
married three years ago and
police disclosed that the victim
and her husband were having
some issues in their marriage
and the husband was living sep-
arately for the past one month. 

She was taken to Safdarjung
Hospital where it was ascer-
tained that the woman sustained
about 20 to 25 per cent burn
injuries on her legs and stom-
ach, police said.

The sub-divisional magis-
trate has been informed about
the incident, police said. Police
said further investigation is
underway to ascertain the cause
behind taking such an extreme
step by the woman.
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In an incident reported from
East Delhi's Kalyanpuri area,

a 48-year-old scooty driver
was crushed to death after it
was hit by a speeding school
bus. 

The incident occurred at
around 7am on Wednesday,

police revealed Thursday.
According to police, the

deceased was later identified as
Rajesh Kumar (48) a resident
of Block-15, Kalyanpuri area.
The deceased was reportedly
killed on the spot. "He was
killed on the spot after his head
was crushed by the wheel of
the school bus," said a senior
police official. 

The driver of the speeding
school bus has been arrested,
police said. 

The accused has been
identified as 42-year-old
Aloknath. He is a resident of
Trilokpuri. 

Police said that the bus
involved in the accident has
been seized. "We are further
investigating the matter," said
a senior police official.
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Hunar Haat’ has become a
‘credible brand’ to fulfil

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s commitment to ‘Make
in India’, ‘Stand up India’, ‘Start
up India’, said Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi, Union Minister of
Minority Affairs while opening
Hunar Haat at 38th India
International Trade Fair (IITF)
on Thursday.

“The employment oriented
programmes of the Government
such as 'Hunar Haat' have sig-
nificantly boosted the rich tra-
ditional heritage of master arti-
sans," the Minister said.

As per a statement released
by his ministry, Hunar Haats
across the country over a peri-
od of one year have been able
to provide employment oppor-
tunities to over 1, 50,000 arti-

sans and other people associ-
ated with them. 

'Hunar Haat' has been suc-
cessful in providing national
and international markets and
employment opportunities to
master artisans and crafts-
men," he said.

The statement said that
the Hunar Haat at Pragati
Maidan is offering an array of
handicrafts and handloom such
as ajarakh, bagh print, bandhej,
copperware, ceramic products,
among others.

Later in the day, Minister of
State for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSME),
Giriraj Singh opened the pavil-
ion of the ministry. 

During inauguration cere-
mony, he said, "The quality
manufacturing and inclusive
growth of village industries
plays a key role in the devel-

opment of the country."
The Union Minister of

State also inaugurated the
Khadi Pavilion set up by the
Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC).

Later, the Minister also
clicked photographs with the
statue of Mahatma Gandhi
(Selfie with Gandhi) which is
one of the main attractions in
the pavilion.

As per some senior offi-
cials, around 50 MSME entre-
preneurs are displaying their
products at the pavilion, this
time. 

Apart from them, other
schemes of the ministry are
also exhibited in the pavilion.
Besides this, women entrepre-
neurs, SC and ST entrepreneurs
from North-Eastern States and
minorities are participating in
the Fair.
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Reflections of India:
More than 50 Years

Apart’, a unique photo
exhibition was inaugu-
rated by America’s envoy
to India, Kenneth I Juster
at the American Centre in
Delhi on Thursday. The
photographs juxtaposing
various architectures in
India over a period of 50
years were taken by Juster
and his father. 

“The exhibition is a
combination of pho-
tographs that my father
took in 1966 and that I
have taken in 2017 and
2018," Ambassador Juster
said at the event.  

He further said, "My

father was an avid pho-
tographer and the source
of my passion for pho-
tography." 

The exhibition con-
sists of 24 photographs of
individuals, life in India,
and several famous land-
marks. 

Some photographs
by the duo including
those of Humayun's
Tomb, Safdarjung's
Tomb, and the
Pareshnath Jain Temple
in Kolkata. 

These photographs
juxtapose the same scene
taken over fifty years
apart, in 1966 and today.
These photographs detail
how India's landscape
has changed even as
some of its monuments

endure over time.
"My father, who was

an architect, focused on
photographs of build-
ings. While I also take

architectural photos, I
am fascinated as well by
portraits of the people of
India," Juster said at the
event.  

Reflections of India:
More than 50 Years
Apart" will run from
November 15 through
December 6 at  the
American Center, 24
Kasturba Gandhi Marg,
and is free to the pub-
lic.
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Officials of the Delhi
Government's education

department will now be attend-
ing classes in its schools which
have recorded poor perfor-
mances in their jurisdiction to
identify loopholes in teaching
and suggest measures for
improvement.

The decision, in this regard
was, taken at a meeting that
was held to review the results
of the mid-term examina-
tions."It has been recom-

mended that the district and
zonal deputy directors of edu-
cation attend those classes
which have recorded poor per-
formances in their jurisdiction
to identify if the teaching there
is poor or not up to standard,"
a senior Directorate of
Education (DoE) official said. 

The officials will identify
the loopholes in teaching and
suggest measures for improve-
ment or recommend the hiring
of additional resource persons
using the School Management
Committee (SMC) fund, he
said.
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Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) changed

its logo to add Devanagari
script in it on Thursday. The
dot and the Devanagari script
in the exterior reflect the
Indian roots of the Council,
said officials. 

Prof (Dr) Balram Bhargava
Secretary, Department of
Health Research and Director
General, ICMR said, "This
new identity is more than a
change of symbol; it is a sym-
bol of change. The new iden-
tity portrays ICMR's commit-
ment to be responsive to the
emerging health challenges
through three fundamental
differentiators Innovation,
Professionalism and People."

According to some offi-

cials, the round and softer let-
tering depicts care and soli-
darity with science while the
straight line imparts strength,
professionalism and efficiency.

"ICMR has 26 institutes
and regional medical research
centres, laboratories and field
stations across India.
Increasingly, we felt that there
was a need for uniformity of
the ICMR brand across its
institutes to embody its values
and vision," said Dr Chander
Shekhar, the Additional
Director-General, ICMR.

The logo has also been
adopted to bring uniformity
among its centres across the
country.

Along with ICMR head-
quarters all its institutes will
have a similar brand identity
change.
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Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal directed the Delhi

Police to train its officers in soft
skills to improve public inter-
face on Thursday.

Baijal also instructed the
force to set up its own online
portal for receiving and mon-
itoring public grievances. The
directions were issued at a
meeting on the issue of law and
order, chaired by the L-G. The
meeting was attended by Police
Commissioner Amulya
Patnaik and other senior offi-
cers of the force.

Baijal said specially
designed/task oriented post-
paid feedback forms should be
used by police so as to have an
objective assessment which
could form the basis of further
modification as per the needs

of society, the statement stat-
ed.

Delhi Police made a
detailed presentation in this
regard and informed L-G that
it has established a structural
mechanism for complaints res-
olution at police headquarter,
sub division and police station
level. 

There is a specialised vig-
ilance unit established in every
district for handling com-
plaints against police person-
nel, it said.

L-G was further informed
that public facilitation desks
have also been set up in police
stations to assist public. In the
meeting, he was informed by
police officers that a WhatsApp
mobile number '9910641064' is
also available for the public to
send images, audios and videos
of any corrupt practices.

The L-G further said that
public grievances redressal is
an important aspect of polic-

ing which requires review and
monitoring of grievances on a
continuous basis at all levels. 

He stressed that that efforts
should be made to resolve all
the complaints in time.
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For the first time since
Diwali, Delhi's air quality

was registered in the 'poor' cat-
egory on Thursday, an
improvement from 'very poor'
the day before, after rains
lashed the city washing away
the pollutants.

However, authorities
warned that the condition may
slip back to the "very poor"
range from Saturday. The over-
all air quality index (AQI) in
the national capital on
Thursday was recorded at 213
which fall in the 'poor' catego-
ry, according to data provided
by the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).

Two areas of the city
recorded 'very poor' air qual-
ity, 26 areas recorded 'poor' air
quality while seven areas
recorded 'moderate' air qual-
ity, it said.

On Thursday, the PM2.5
(particles in the air with a
diameter of less than 2.5
micrometres) level was record-
ed at 105, while the PM10
(particles in the air with a
diameter of less than 10
micrometres) was recorded at
191 in Delhi.

The EPCA has recom-
mended curbs on non-CNG
private vehicles to tackle rising
air pollution, but experts say
banning all private vehicles
without a proper strategy and

alternatives "is bound to cre-
ate issues".

According to pollution
watchdog the CPCB, 25 areas
in the national capital regis-
tered poor air quality and 11
registered moderate air qual-
ity on Thursday.

The PM2.5 (particles in
the air with a diameter of less
than 2.5 micrometres) level
was recorded at 95, while the
PM10 (particles in the air
with a diameter of less than 10
micrometres) was recorded at
177. An AQI between 0 and 50
is considered 'good', 51 and
100 'satisfactory', 101 and 200
'moderate', 201 and 300 'poor',
301 and 400 'very poor', and
401 and 500 'severe'.

The Centre-run System
of Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting (SAFAR) said air
quality improved significant-
ly following sufficient rainfall
on Wednesday night due to

wash-away effect.
"Surface wind speed mod-

erately increased but pollution
level declined faster than
expected. Still weather condi-
tions are not completely
favourable except sporadic
rain. This implies that the air
is l ighter and free path
increased to allow faster dis-
persion," it said.

"In addition to cleaning of
air by rain, it also tends to sug-
gest that accumulative emis-
sion loading is relatively less.
Stubble fire is almost negligi-
ble. 

The AQI is likely to
remain in the 'poor' range on
Friday but slip back to the
'very poor' range thereafter,"
SAFAR said.

Delhi's air quality has been
oscillating between 'very poor'
and 'severe' after Diwali due to
explosion of fire crackers.  

But after rains since

Tuesday, the air quality has sig-
nificantly improved, but fell in
the 'poor' category. According
to the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology, the

PM2.5 concentration will
improve in the next two days.

"The air quality is likely to
improve in the next two days,
but will remain in 'poor' and

'very poor' categories in Delhi
NCR. Also, the impact of bio-
mass burning in North West
India is marginal over Delhi,"
it said.
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Peak power demand in the
national Capital this win-

ter is expected to go up to
6,300 MW and the discoms in
the city are gearing up to
ensure that adequate electric-
ity is available in this period.

Tata Power Delhi
Distribution (Tata Power-
DDL) expects a peak demand
of approximately 1500 MW this
season. A total of 1650 MW of
power is available from long
term sources to manage winter
power demand, stated a release
issued by the discom.

Sanjay Banga, CEO of Tata
Power-DDL said that the dis-
com has entered into the power
banking arrangements with
different states including
Madhya Pradesh and Andhra
Pradesh. Under the arrange-
ment, Tata Power -DDL exports
power to these states during the
off peak winter months and the
same is imported back by it
during the summer months of
May to September. The
arrangement ensures non-stop
supply to consumers, he said.

Meanwhile, BSES official
said that the peak power
demand in BSES Rajdhani
Power Ltd. (BRPL) and BSES
Yamuna Power Ltd (BYPL)
areas had reached 1,888 MW
and 1,1136 MW, respectively,
during last winter. "This year, it

is expected to reach 1950 MW
and 1225 MW for BRPL and
BYPL respectively. Besides
long-term arrangements, BSES
discoms are also using
advanced techniques like
Banking and Backdown to dis-
pose of surplus power and
making arrangements to get
power during summer
months," the statement said.

"In case of any unforesee-
able contingency, BSES dis-
coms will buy short term power
from the exchange which is
available at economical rates,"
it added.

The company said that for
taking care of the summer
demand and to optimally man-
age the winter surplus, BSES
discoms export and bank sur-
plus electricity with other states.

"BRPL will bank between
300 MW and 400 MW with
states like Himachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Manipur and
Jammu and Kashmir. On its
part, BYPL will return around
200 MW to states like Himachal
Pradesh, from whom it had
taken the quantum during the
summer-months," a BSES offi-
cial said.

To better meet present day
demand, BSES said it uses a mix
of in-house advanced statistical
forecasting models and state-of-
the-art weather forecasting
solutions, including artificial
intelligence (AI) and machine
learning.
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Delhi has finally got a full-
time real estate regulator

under RERA with Lt Governor
Anil Baijal appointing retired
IAS officer Vijay S Madan to the
post.

Until now, the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
Vice-chairman was the interim
regulator under the Real Estate
Regulatory Act (RERA), 2016.

Delhi has already notified
provisions of RERA which pro-
tects the interest of home-buy-
ers. 

Speaking at a workshop on
RERA, held by the Housing and
Urban Affairs ministry here,
Baijal said, "I am glad to inform
the ministry and the Minister
that yesterday, we have appoint-
ed a whole-time regulator."

Madan, a former Director
General in the Unique
Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI, has been appointed as
the chairperson of the Delhi Real
Estate Regulatory Authority for
a  term of five years.

Gyan Prakash Srivastava
and Ramesh Chandra have been
appointed as members of the
regulatory authority.

The Act was enacted by
Parliament and States were given
powers to notify their respective
rules and appoint regulatory
authorities.
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The horticulture
department of

South Delhi
M u n i c i p a l
C o r p o r a t i o n
(SDMC) has
i n t r o d u c e d
mechanical appli-
ances in all its
parks, nurseries and green
waste management centres to
make its area free from green
waste.

The Standing Committee
Chairperson Shikha Rai inau-
gurated the new shredder-
chipper, leaf picker machines
and other mechanised equip-
ments at a nursery situated in
GK Part-1.  

Rai said that the new
machines like shredder chip-
per, leaf picker, hedge trimmer,
brush cutter and pole pruner
will make the work of main-
tenance including pruning
and beautification in parks
quick and smooth.  The newly
procured machines have been
distributed to all the four
zones for further deployment
in parks and nurseries, she
said.

Rai further stated that
around 40 ton green waste is
being generated per day in
SDMC area. With deployment
of new machines, the man-
agement of the maximum
quantity of green waste would
be possible in an efficient
manner, Rai said.  

The Director Horticulture
Dr Alok Singh (SDMC) said
the new machines can shred
the larger quantity of dry
leaves and other green waste
and the chipped and shredded
material is immediately fit to
be used as manure in parks.
The dry leaves collected from
the gardens and road sides
with the help of new leaf pick-
er machines are being brought
to nurseries and green waste
management centers for
shredding, Dr Alok said.
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Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on

Thursday said the
Government will construct
roads, sewer, storm water
drains, and water pipelines
simultaneously across all
unauthorised colonies in the
national Capital.

Kejriwal was on a visit to
North East Delhi's Kanjhawala
village along with Health
Minister Satyendar Jain to
inspect the development work
of two model colonies-select-
ed by the Delhi Government
--to test the concept of con-
structing all four systems
(water pipelines,  sewer,
stormwater drains and roads)

together. 
"We will take up the work

of constructing roads, sewer,
stormwater drains and water
pipelines in a single time
frame in all unauthorised
colonies of Delhi," Kejriwal
said.

He said that as per the
concept, there will be no
drains on the roads, instead, all

the stormwater and house-
hold water will go directly in
the underground pipelines,
recharging the water table.

The Delhi Government
officials also demonstrated
how the system will work in
Kanjhawala's Punjab Khor vil-
lage by releasing water on the
roads to test whether the water
gets absorbed.

&����7�����"	����������!����������
	�������������
1�2
'�34"

In order to study the expo-
sure of asthmatic children to

air pollution in nation’s capi-
tal, All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) will
provide wearable sensors to
school going asthmatic chil-
dren which will monitor the
exposure to air pollution, both
indoor and outdoor. 

"These high-quality sen-
sors will give us data on how
much a child is exposed to air
pollution while they are in
school, travelling, or are at
home. This will help us assess
its impact on their health," said
Dr Karan Madan, Assistant
Professor, Pulmonary
Department, AIIMS.

According to Dr Madan,
these pollution sensors are
lightweight, easy to strap
around the waist and will gen-
erate a comprehensive data on
their air pollution exposure

throughout the day. In addi-
tion to the wearable sensors, a
sensor will also be placed at the
home of a child and one at the
school, he added.

"These belts will provide
us with real-time pollution
exposure information and will
get uploaded on the central
information server which is
recording the pollution levels,"
he said further.

In addition to this, Dr
Randeep Guleria, Director,
AIIMS said that the sensors
will be given to a child for a
week and if feasible will be
given for longer periods.

"It will help us study how
the changing levels of pollution
impact and affect the health of
a child and also establish a
connection between the
indoor and outdoor pollu-
tion," he said.

The screening and enrol-
ment of children for the study
has already begun, said Dr
Madan.

"It will be a two-way
process - we are identifying
the children from among
those who come our clinic
seeking treatment for asthma,
and also are identifying
schools where we can go and
conduct the study, likely to be
completed within two years,"
he said.

The study is being con-
ducted in collaboration with
IIT-Delhi, University of
Edinburgh, Imperial College
of London, and Sri
Ramachandra University in
Chennai.

The study is funded by the
Department of Biotechnology
(DBT), Ministry of Science
and Technology, and the
Medical Research Centre, the
United Kingdom.

Delhi's air quality fell in
the 'poor' category Thursday
as light showers brought down
the pollution level slightly in
the national capital, authorities
said.
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Despite the light showers in
Delhi, pollution in the city

is creating a menace. After res-
piratory and cardiovascular
diseases, hospitals in the city are
now busy treating patients
coming with the complaints of
red and itchy eyes, suggest
doctors across the city.

According to the doctors,
apart from itchy and watery
eyes, patients these days are
flooding in with dry eyes and
ocular allergy. 

"Due to increasing pollu-
tion, there is increase in the
incidence of dry eye and ocu-
lar allergy. This is causing dis-
comfort even in normal eyes
and aggravates the eye com-
plaints in eyes that are prone to
dryness and allergies. If care is
not taken immediately, some of
these eyes can have reduced
vision due to this problem as
well," said Dr Rajesh Sinha,
Professor of Ophthalmology,
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS).

As per some doctors, their

outpatient departments (OPDs)
have seen approximately 30 %
rise in the number of patients. 

"We are observing an
increase in number of patients
coming to us with complains of
redness, Itching, watering in the
eyes. Patients with pre-existing
dry eyes are experiencing exac-
erbation due to high pollution.
We are observing an increase of
almost 30 % in number of
patients coming to us with eye
related problems," said Dr Ikeda
Lal, Ophthalmologist, Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital.

Similarly, Dr Ashu
Agarwal, Senior Consultant
Ophthalmologist, Indraprastha
Apollo Hospital has seen 20 to
25 per cent rise in the hospi-
tal. 

"Over the past 2 to 3
weeks, there has been an
increase in the number of
patients presenting complaints
of irritation, burning sensation,
watering and redness due to
rising pollution," said Dr Ashu.

Amidst this, the doctors
are suggesting some preventive
measures to their patients. 
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FromPage 1
“The Government is

duty-bound to implement
the Supreme Court order
allowing women of all ages
into the temple. We will not
make any amendment in the
Supreme Court verdict deliv-
ered on September 28,”
Vijayan told reporters after
the all-party meeting. The
CM said the Government is
willing to set apart certain
days exclusively for women to
worship at the temple.
“Beyond that we will not do
anything to dilute the court

verdict,” said the CM.
Chennithala accused

Vijayan of creating troubles at
Sabarimala. “This is not good
either for the CPI(M) or the
people in Kerala,” said the
Leader of the Opposition.

Sasikumara Varma, head
of the Pandhalam Royal
Family, said though the talks
with the CM was cordial,
there was no consensus
because of the intransigence
of the latter. “We will have a
meeting with the priests and
then decide the future course
of action,” said Varma.

The Kerala Government
is deploying nearly 1,000
women cops at Sabarimala as

part of beefing up the securi-
ty around the temple. Services
of women cops from Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka too have
been requested and it is
expected that they would take
position by Saturday morn-
ing. Interestingly, leaders of
various Hindu organisations
told this newspaper that they
would lay siege to the temple
to prevent the entry of women
to the sanctum. The 2018-19
festival season in Sabarimala
Temple is going to be a sea-
son of tension and turmoil
because of the intransigence
of the anti-Hindu Marxist
Government,” said BJP chief
Sreedharan Pillai.

From Page 1
Chillar has also alleged that

DU was “deliberately delaying” the
verification process as no fresh
polls would be held for DUSU
presidency in case Baisoya’s elec-
tion is set aside over the fake
degree issue after expiry of the
two-month period.

However, the Opposition
party AISA and NSUI claimed that
the ABVP and the varsity are play-
ing ‘game’ with the students as the
time limit for the re-election has
been crossed. 

“ABVP made Baisoya resign
after the 60-day time period for re-
election is over. After Baisoya’s res-
ignation, the ABVP will still retain
the presidential post as Shakti
Singh, current DUSU vice-presi-
dent, will take over,” said AISA
Secreatry Madhurima Kundu. 

On the other hand, the NSUI
Delhi State president Akhay Lakra
said, “This is clearly a decision
under pressure by the ABVP and
in light of the upcoming HC
order on October 20, when it is
near certain that Baisoya would
have been disqualified anyway.
However, it is an attempt of ABVP
to retain the DUSU presidentship
as the time period for the re-elec-
tion has crossed. NSUI demands
fresh elections. If DU adminis-
tration continues to show itself to
be servile to the interests of the
ABVP, we will pursue this matter
in court.”

According to Lyngdoh
Committee guidelines on univer-
sity elections, if a post fell vacant
within two months of declaration
of results, fresh polls would be
held, his plea has said.

From Page 1
“Satkosia had poor prey base

earlier. However, there is recov-
ery in the last four years in the
core area. But as a tiger landscape
it cannot sustain more than four
to five tigers that too only if they
stay in the core area and do not
stray to the buffer zone. The area
has 102 villages in both core and
buffer zones. There are villages
surrounding it on all sides. At
least 50,000 cattle enter the park
everyday,” Mohanty said.

Relocation of tigers at

Satkosia can only be done if
locals accept them, Mohanty
maintained, questioning the
long-term viability of the
translocation.  “Without local
support it would be impossible
for the forest department to pro-
tect the tigers. I also fail to
understand what the relocation
will ultimately achieve for tiger
conservation in the long term as
there aren’t 100 tigers in the
state, which is the minimum
required for viability. The two
or three tiger pairs will breed
but this will be inbreeding and
they will die out in two or three
decades,” he said.

From Page 1
Incidentally, senior BJP leader and

party’s observer for Bengal Kailash
Vijayvargiya had earlier said that “the
NRC will definitely be conducted in
Bengal if the BJP comes to power here as
it is also facing severe infiltration issues.”

Ghosh’s statements came almost in
tandem with renewed attack from
Mamata who called the BJP a party of riot
mongers that was more involved in cre-
ating religious and linguistic divide
among the people so as to capture power
in Bengal.

Criticising the Chief Minister for
“backing the infiltrators” he wanted to “ask
Mamata Banerjee why she is siding with
the infiltrators”. Attacking the Trinamool
Congress leaders for playing vote bank
politics he said, “Unfortunately some peo-
ple are more concerned about indulging
in appeasement policies and vote bank
politics than the progress of the nation.”

Meanwhile, once again upping the
ante on the BJP for dividing the people
along religious and linguistic lines
Mamata told a congregation of Matua
community (a large part which migrat-
ed from Bangladesh to Bengal and even
Assam) in North 24 Parganas how the BJP
was throwing out the Bengalis out of
Assam and Biharis from Gujarat and
Maharashtra besides creating a division
within the Matua society.

Bengal has about a lakh Matua vot-
ers in North 24 Parganas and Nadia.

“They are unnecessarily harassing a
great majority of people who are Indian
citizens. They are threatening to throw
these citizens out of the country though
they have genuine identity cards, caste cer-
tificates or similar documents,” Mamata
said attacking the BJP and assured “you
all not to get scared as no one can snatch
your citizenship.”

Mamata was addressing the Matua

community — at Thakurnagar in North
24 Parganas — on the 100th birth
anniversary of the community’s reli-
gious head Binapani Devi.

Aware that the BJP was trying to take
out a slice of Matua vote by offering tick-
ets to some of Binapani Devi’s family
members, Mamata said none had done
so much for the community as her
Government did.

“Now we will set up a Matua
University in the name of the Matua reli-
gious head Guruchand-Harichand
Thakur,” Mamata said adding the
Government would also construct two
huge gates identifying the Matua head-
quarters.

Incidentally Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had also promised a great deal for
the Matuas during his pre-electoral cam-
paign in 2014 but “they have done noth-
ing for you save giving lip service,”
Mamata said.

From Page 1
Police said Lakhani had

set up a tailoring workshop in
her home.

During interrogation, the
three said they had hatched a
conspiracy to kill her. Anwar
claimed Lakhani had not paid
him for a couple of months
and would pay in piecemeal.
He was annoyed and hatched
a plan 10 days ago to kill her,
a senior police officer said.
Anwar had been working
under Lakhani for close to
three years, he said.

“After committing the
crime, the accused said, they
stole valuable items, including

jewellery, from the house and
left in Lakhani’s car, said an
officer privy to the investiga-
tion of the grisly twin mur-
ders.

Police said the accused
had four knives with them
which they had purchased
from a weekly Sunday Bazar in
Vasant Kunj. After killing
Lakhani and her domestic
help, the accused went to a
pond behind Rangpuri Pahari
area in Vasant Kunj to dis-
creetly dispose of the knives
and their clothes that had
blood stains.

The accused thought
police would trouble their

families if they ran away. So,
they decided to surrender, the
senior officer said. Police
said Lakhani was single and
had been living in Vasant
Kunj for several years.
“Lakhani’s sister lives in
Gurugram and her brother in
Goa. We have informed them
regarding the incident and a
case has been registered,”
said the DCP adding that the
crime scene has been pre-
served and the bodies sent for
a post-mortem examination
and further investigations
are in progress.
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Chandigarh: The Punjab
Police is on alert after its
counter-intelligence wing on
Thursday informed that six to
seven Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM) terrorists are "planning
to move towards Delhi" from
the State.

Police commissioners and
district police chiefs have been
put on alert following the input,
according to a letter issued by
the Punjab Inspector General
of Police (Counter Intelligence)
office. 

The letter stated that
"according to an input, a group
of 6-7 JeM terrorists are report-
edly in Punjab, India (possibly
in Ferozepur area) and are
planning to move towards
Delhi from Punjab side."

The letter has been sent to
all police officials in Punjab.
They have been asked to set up
checkpoints at all important
routes, conduct strict vehicle
inspection and take suitable
counter measures for all sensi-
tive locations, it stated.

The letter stated that police
areas along the India-Pakistan
border have been asked to
coordinate with the Border
Security Force (BSF). PTI

����������!���
�����	�6�����
&����.�2���������
��������"������	����
)����
������

Patna: The JD(U) said on
Thursday that it has suspend-
ed former Bihar Minister
Manju Verma, facing arrest
under the arms act following
recovery of ammunition from
her home during a CBI raid in
connection with the
Muzaffarpur shelter home sex
scandal.

JD(U) State president
Vashishtha Narayan Singh said
the party suspended the
absconding leader from its pri-
mary membership on
November 10 in keeping with
the policy of zero tolerance for
crime and corruption.

"We have always taken a
tough stance whenever any
member of our party is found
to be involved in any criminal
or corruption case. Nothing
new in that," he said.

Singh was replying to

queries about Verma, a two-
time MLA from Cheria
Bariarpur constituency in
Begusarai district, evading
arrest despite an arrest warrant
and warnings issued by the
Supreme Court to surrender.

Verma had stepped down as
social welfare Minister in
August after media reports indi-
cated close links between her
husband Chandrashekhar
Verma and prime accused in the
sex scandal case Brajesh Thakur.

A few days later, the CBI
raided her Patna residence
besides her in-laws home at
Cheria Bariarpur from where a
cache of ammunition was
seized. A case was then regis-
tered against her.

She moved an application
for anticipatory bail before a
Begusarai court which was
turned down and a similar

plea was rejected by the Patna
High Court. Her husband sur-
rendered before a Begusarai
court on October 29.

The Supreme Court earli-
er this week rapped the Bihar
police for failing to arrest the
former Minister and directed
the DGP to appear before it in-
person on November 27 if she
was not nabbed by then.

Police are conducting raids
in Bihar and Jharkhand for her
arrest. Over 30 girls were
allegedly raped and sexually
abused at a Muzaffarpur shel-
ter home and the issue was first
highlighted in an audit report
submitted by the TISS to the
social welfare department of
Bihar Government.

An FIR was filed on May 31
against 11 people, including
Thakur, who was running the
shelter home. PTI
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New Delhi: "Enough is enough",
said the Supreme Court on
Thursday expressing displea-
sure over tardy approach of dif-
ferent High Courts and State
Governments in filling up vacant
posts for judges in lowers courts
and providing proper infra-
structure for them.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi on its own
had taken note of over 5,000
vacancies for judicial officers and
directed all the 24 High Courts
and 36 States and UTs to apprise
it of remedial measures.

On Thursday, it took stock
of the situation in Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi and the NE
States.  "We want our judges. We
want our judges to function. We
want courtrooms, infrastruc-
ture and man power (support

staff) for them. They say that
there is pendency. Enough is
enough...," said the bench, which
also comprised Justices S K
Kaul and K M Joseph.

"Some part of the problem
has to be dealt with. We will
show them (Government) that
there is not adequate court-
rooms, staffs and residences for
judges," it added. The top court
was particularly critical of the
lack of progress in States like UP,
Delhi and Bengal. In day-long
hearing, the bench first perused
the responses of the UP
Government, UP Public
Services Commission (UPPSC)
and the Registrar General of the
Allahabad HC on vacancies,
the recruitment process and
the aspects relating to man
power and infrastructure for the
judges. PTI
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New Delhi: The Government
is planning to soon make
hallmarking mandatory for
gold jewellery sold in the
country, Food and Consumers
Affairs Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan said on Thursday. 

The hallmarking of gold,
which is voluntary in nature at
present, is a purity certifica-
tion of the precious metal. The
Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS), under the Consumer
Affairs Ministry, is the admin-
istrative authority of hall-
marking. 

"BIS has set standards for
hallmarking of gold jewellery
in three grades of 14 carat, 18
carat and 22 carat. We are
going to make it mandatory
soon," Paswan said at a BIS
event organised to commem-
orate World Standards Day
with a theme on 'Global
Standards and the fourth
Industrial Revolution'. 

Paswan, however, did not
specify the date of implemen-
tation of the mandatory gold

hallmarking, but stressed on
the need to adopt the stan-
dards in the interest of con-
sumers. 

India has 653 (rpt) 653
BIS-recognised assaying and
hallmarking centres; and max-
imum of them are located in
Tamil Nadu, followed by
Kerala. 

As fourth industrial revo-
lution would be of smart tech-
nologies, the Minister said the
BIS has a challenge to speed up
the work in setting standards
to ensure the country is not
lagging behind in this area. 

Paswan launched the
revamped website of BIS and
the pre-standardisation report
on smart manufacturing. 

Minister of State for
Consumer Affairs C R
Chaudhary too emphasised
that the need of the hour is to
discuss setting of standards
for new smart technologies
like artificial intelligence that
are being embraced by the
industry. PTI
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New Delhi: India on Thursday
handed over to Maldivian
Coast Guard one of its ships
after carrying out major refit on
it, the Indian Navy said.

Maldivian Coast Guard
Ship (MCGS) Huravee suc-
cessfully completed her refit at
Naval Dockyard
,Visakhapatnam, and the ship
was formally handed over to
the island nation, a Navy
spokesperson said 

The handing over of the
ship comes two days before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
pays a day-long visit to
Maldives to attend the swear-
ing-in ceremony of new
Maldivian president Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih.

Modi's visit is seen as an
indication of an attempt by
New Delhi to mend bilateral
ties, which nosedived during
the outgoing Abdulla Yameen
Government. PTI
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Beijing: A year after the
Doklam standoff, top defence
officials of India and China
have agreed on the impor-
tance of maintaining peace in
the border areas while imple-
menting the consensus reached
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President
Xi Jinping at Wuhan. 

The ninth annual defence
and security dialogue on
November 13 was held over a
year after the 73-day military
standoff in the Sikkim sector.

The talks were held
between the two defence dele-
gations headed by Defence

Secretary Sanjay Mitra and
China's Deputy Chief of Joint
Staff Department of the Central
Military Commission Lt
General Shao Yuanming, a
press release by the Indian
Embassy here said on
Thursday.

Asked about the outcome
of the defence and security dia-
logue, Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying
said the two sides have
exchanged ideas on the man-
agement of border affairs and
upholding peace and tranquil-
lity.

"We believe the two sides

will try to follow the consensus
between the two leaders to
ensure peace and tranquillity at
our border areas and ensure
stability of our bilateral ties,"
she said. 

At the talks, both sides
agreed on enhancing defence
exchanges and interactions at
different levels between the
two militaries, the press release
said.

After the talks, Mitra called
on Chinese State Councillor
and Defence Minister General
Wei Fenghe on Wednesday, the
release said.

Mitra was accompanied

by senior officials of the min-
istry of defence and Indian
Army, Navy and Air Force.

The annual dialogue did
not take place last year fol-
lowing the tense standoff
between the two militaries at
Doklam, which was triggered
by the Chinese PLA's plan to
build a road close to the nar-
row Chicken's Neck corridor
connecting India's northeast-
ern states in an area also
claimed by Bhutan besides
China.

The standoff ended when
Chinese troops stopped the
road construction after which

both countries stepped up
efforts to normalise relations
leading to the informal summit
between Modi and Xi at
Wuhan in April this year.

The defence dialogue was
also held ahead of the 21st
round of border talks between
the Special Representatives of
the two countries in the
Chinese city of Dujiangyan on
November 23-24.

National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval and Chinese State
Councillor and Foreign
Minister Wang Yi are the des-
ignated Special Representatives 

for the border talks. PTI
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New Delhi: The Press Council
of India has decided against
issuing a directive to the media
prohibiting the use of the
word "Dalit", saying a blanket
ban was neither advisable nor
feasible.

In August, the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
had issued an advisory to all
private satellite TV channels,
urging them to refrain from
using the nomenclature 'Dalit'
for people belonging to
Scheduled Castes in compli-
ance with a Bombay High
Court directive.

The Press Council of India
(PCI), in its decision, that
was made earlier but ratified
during a meeting on Thursday,
said it had an in-depth delib-
eration on the order of the
Bombay High Court's Nagpur
bench.

"It (the Council) opined

that it is advisable not to issue
direction/orders prohibiting
the use of the word 'Dalit' in
all circumstances," the order
said.

PCI chairperson C K
Prasad, while replying to a
question on the issue of the use
of the term 'Dalit' during a
media interaction, noted that
the Bombay High Court direct-
ed the I&B ministry to consid-
er issuing such a directive.

"The order of the Bombay
High Court was forwarded to
us. The Council discussed
that and has taken a decision
that to prohibit the use of the
word 'Dalit' in all circum-
stances will not be advisable.
Maybe in a given case the use
of the term 'Dalit' may be nec-
essary, and therefore we have
said absolute prohibition is not
feasible, it is not advisable," he
said. PTI

Jashpur: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Thursday stoked a controversy
by making a veiled attack
against former Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi, saying
"agents from Italy" facilitated
religious conversions of local
tribals when the party was in
power in the State.

Addressing a campaign rally
here for the second phase of
Assembly polls in Chhattisgarh,
Yogi said, "Italy se ayatit sauda-
gar" (agents imported from
Italy), undertook "anti-national"
activities  like conversion of trib-
als in the State. PTI

Agartala: A group threw stones
at the vehicle of a CPI-M leader
and the Zilla Parishad chief of
South Tripura district on
Thursday at Belonia town in the
state and 17 people, including 10
police personnel were injured
when the force intervened to
stop them, police said.

South Tripura superinten-
dent of police J S Meena said he
is not aware whether the attack-

ers belonged to any political
party and the South Tripura zilla
sabhadipati Himanshu Roy
escaped unhurt.

A group of about 100 mis-
creants pelted stones at the vehi-
cle of the zilla sabhadhipati
(parishad chief) at Belonia, about
110 km from here and police had
to resort to lathi charge in which
seven attackers were injured, he
said. PTI
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I, Mansi Devi Alias Manshi
Kumari Alias Mansi are one
and same person and I have
changed my name to Gyanti
Devi W/o Mohan Kumar R/o
T-512/B-3  Mandir Marg
Baljeet Nagar Patel Nagar
ND-8 for all future purposes.

PD(8222)C

◆                    ◆CHANGE OF NAME
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In a move to regulate real
estate sector and to protect

homebuyers from fraudster
real estate developers, as many
as 33,750 projects and 26,018
property agents have been reg-
istered under the Real Estate
Regulatory Authority ( RERA)
in the country. Maharashtra
tops the list of States with
18,392 projects registered. 

It is followed by Uttar
Pradesh with 2,514 projects,
Haryana, 1,214, Punjab, 602
and  Uttrakhand, 221. Delhi
has 23 projects registered.

As per the Housing and
Urban Affairs Ministry’s data
there are  3,873 projects regis-
tered by northern States, which
is approximately 11 per cent of
total 33,750 projects got regis-
tered pan India. If Uttar
Pradesh is excluded, the per-
centage of ‘projects registration’
of rest of northern States will be
4.03 per cent. 

Besides projects,
Maharashtra also tops in the list
of registering of property devel-
opers/agents. It has registered
17,188 property agents under
the RERA followed by Uttar
Pradesh of 2121 agents, Punjab
of 1,267 agents, Haryana of 494
agents, Uttrakhand of 204,
Delhi of 65 and Chandigarh of
60.

Meanwhile, speaking at a

workshop on RERA — a new
era of transparency and
accountability in Real Estate —
2 years of implementation and
Way Ahead”,  the Union
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on Thursday cate-
gorically stated that the
Government will not amend
any provision of RERA and
warned States against tweaking
rules of the centre’s real estate
law, asserting that it will lead to
“harsh consequences”. RERA,
which protects the interest of
home buyers, was enacted by
Parliament and States were
given powers to notify their
respective rules and appoint
regulatory authorities.

As per the Ministry’s data
there are  28 States and Union
Territories (UTs) have notified
except the six north eastern
States and West Bengal. “There

are 27 States that have estab-
lished the Authority, out of
which 14 States are interim. All
the States of northern region
have established permanent
Regulatory Authorities except
Himachal Pradesh, Delhi and
Chandigarh,” an official of
MoHUA said.

In a related development,
Delhi has finally got a full-time
real estate regulator under
RERA with Lt Governor Anil
Baijal appointing retired IAS
officer Vijay S Madan to the
post.  Until now, the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
vice-chairman was the interim
regulator under the Real Estate
Regulatory Act (RERA), 2016.

Puri also pointed out that
till the year 2016, there was no
regulator for real estate and
construction sector, which is
the largest employer after agri-
culture and housing. He said,

in a landmark move, the
Central Government, in the
form of RERA, gave the real
estate sector its first regulator
w.e.f. from 1st May, 2016.

Puri also said that the “full
benefit” of the Real Estate
Regulatory Act (RERA) will be
realised only when the its pro-
vision is implemented in letter
and spirit. “We will not tweak
RERA,” Puri told reporters on
the sidelines of a workshop on
the real estate law, organised by
his Ministry amid growing
demands from builders to
change rules.

Puri said the States which
have made its own rules by
tweaking provisions of the
RERA, will have to “fall in line,
otherwise, the consequence is
very harsh”.

There are some States who
have watered down the provi-
sions of central legislation.
Asked about several home-
buyers not being delivered
their houses by developers on
time, the Union Minister said,
“We will not hesitate from
naming and shaming (of those
developers not delivering flats
on time).” At the workshop,
attended by associations of
home-buyers, builders, banks
and other stakeholders, Puri
said Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
and Punjab need to take suit-
able action so that their rules
are line with the RERA.
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Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) of Mizoram SB

Shashank was removed on
Thursday by the Election
Commission, days before the
State goes to polls, following
widespread protests against
him. Ashish Kundra, a 1996
batch IAS officer, will be the
new chief electoral officer
(CEO) of the State. 

The order came after some
civil society groups in Mizoram
demanded Shashank’s ouster
over a row on allowing Bru vot-
ers lodged in Tripura relief
camps to exercise their fran-
chise from there.  The protest-
ers had asked Shashank to quit
by November 5 and leave the
state after the principal secre-
tary (home), Lalninmawia
Chuaungo, was removed fol-
lowing the chief electoral offi-
cer’s complaint against him.

“The Election Commission
of India in consultation with
the Government of Mizoram
hereby nominates Ashish
Kundra as the chief electoral
officer for the state of Mizoram
with immediate effect,” a noti-
fication issued by the EC said.
Mizoram goes to the polls on
November 28. The EC in its
order  further stated that
Shashank shall be attached

with the Commission with
immediate effect and until fur-
ther orders.

The EC’s move was wel-
comed by the civil societies
that had spearheaded a move-
ment to seek the poll officer’s
ouster.  “We welcome anybody
as state CEO, except Shashank,
who was working against the
interests of the Mizo people by
making an all-out effort to reg-
ister Bru voters in the Tripura
relief camps without following
established procedures,”
Vanlalruata, chairman of the
NGO, Coordination
Committee said.

Shashank had accused
Chuaungo of interfering with
the revision of electoral rolls
of Bru refugees from
Mizoram, who have been liv-
ing in relief camps in Tripura
since ethnic violence drove
them away in 1997. Most
Mizos, including the State
Government, are opposed to
the Election Commission’s
proposal for allowing Brus to
vote at their camps and want
them to return to Mizoram for
that.

The protests had forced the
Election Commission (EC) to
send a senior official for talks
with the apex body leading the
stir while accepting the “broad
contours” of its resolution on

the CEO and Bru refugees
submitted to a poll panel del-
egation.

After thousands of people
gathered outside Shashank’s
office in Aizawl on Tuesday to
seek his removal ahead of the
November 28 assembly polls,
an EC team comprising
Jharkhand CEO
Lalbiakthanga Khiangte, EC
director Nikhil Kumar and EC
secretary S.B. Joshi held talks
with the Mizoram NGO
Coordination Committee, an
umbrella organisation of non-
Government organisations
and civil society groups. .
After the visits, the poll panel
had asked the Mizoram
Government to suggest names
for the CEO’s post.

Shawshank reportedly
sought the deployment of addi-
tional Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) in the state.
This did not go down well with
the committee.

Earlier this month, Chief
Minister Lal Thanhawla wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the issue. “... As peo-
ple have lost faith in him
(Shashank), the only solution
for the smooth conduct of the
Assembly elections 2018 would
be removal of CEO S B
Shashank from office forth-
with,” he said.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court is scheduled to hear on
Friday CBI Director Alok
Verma’s plea challenging the
Government’s order divest-
ing him of his duties and
sending him on leave in view
of allegations of corruption
against him.

A three-judge bench,
headed by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi, is also likely to
consider the report of the
Central  Vigilance
Commission (CVC), placed
before it in a sealed cover, with
regard to the probe into the
allegations of corruption
against Verma.

The bench is also likely to
consider the report of acting
CBI Director M Nageswara
Rao also filed in a sealed
cover in the court with regard
to the decisions taken by him
from October 23-26.

Besides the plea filed by
Verma, the court is also seized
of the PIL filed by NGO
Common Cause, which has
sought a probe by special
investigation team against CBI
officers. 

The court has issued
notices to the Centre, CBI,
CVC, special CBI Director
Rakesh Asthana, Verma and
Rao asking them to respond to
it by November 12. PTI
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The publisher of the National
Herald newspaper, who

was ordered by the Centre, to
vacate its headquarters at
‘Herald House’ building by
November 15, got a last minute
breather on Thursday with the
Delhi High Court directing
status quo till November 22.
However, the court did not stay
the eviction notice, issued by
Urban Development Ministry,
which started eviction pro-
ceedings in the morning.
Meanwhile, the Governor gave
CBI sanction to prosecute for-
mer Haryana Chief Minister
Bhupinder Hooda for the
alleged illegalities in the allot-
ment of land in Panchkula for
the National Herald newspaper.

In its petition in Delhi HC,
the Associated Journal Limited
(AJL), publisher of National
Herald alleged that the pro-
ceedings by the Urban
Development Ministry were
being initiated for the purpos-
es of “scuttling the voices of dis-
sent” and the voice of the
largest Opposition party in the
country, a reference to the
Congress. 

Without naming the BJP,
the AJL’s lawyer and Congress
leader Abhishek Singhvi further
alleged that the order issued
under pressure and directives
from the ruling party at the
Centre is vitiated by malafides,
bias and had “oblique political
motives”. Singhvi said that the
Government’s actions were
purely politically motivated and
based on BJP MP Subramanian
Swamy’s petition. 

Singhvi pointed out that the
Centre has started eviction
proceedings in the Herald
House and argued that it is
unfair when the matter is seized
with the court. This was refut-
ed by Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta and the court asked
Singhvi to ask his clients to ver-
ify the submission. After a few
minutes, Singhvi on instruc-
tions told the court that he has
photographs of the two officials
and said that their names were
— Gopal Rastogi and K R
Rana. 

While Mehta said the mat-
ter would be looked into,
Justice Sunil Gaur said, “they
(L&DO) cannot take posses-
sion like this. They have to pro-
ceed under the Public Premises

(Eviction of Unauthorized
Occupants) Act, 1971”. Later
Mehta gave an oral assurance
it will maintain status quo till
November 22.

Former Haryana Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda said that he was a vic-
tim of “political vendetta” and
has done no wrong in the case
involving allotment of a plot of
land in Panchkula to AJL.
Hooda made the remarks on
media persons’ query on
reports that Haryana Governor
Satyadev Narayan Arya gave
sanction to prosecute him in
the AJL case.

“I have been maintaining
that I am a victim of political
vendetta,” Hooda told reporters
on the sidelines of a Congress
workers’ meeting. The case of
cheating, corruption and crim-
inal conspiracy, registered 

by the Haryana Vigilance
Bureau against Hooda and AJL
for irregularities in allotment of
a plot of land in Panchkula to
the firm had been taken over
by the CBI last year. Congress
veteran leader Motilal Vora is
also made as an accused in the
CBI case along with Haryana
Government officials.
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In an effort to give a boost to
Indian defence industry and

maintain operational pre-
paredness of the armed forces,
defence procurement has been
simplified and is happening
speedily but with “due diligence
intact, Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said here
on Thursday. However, the
domestic manufacturers have
to convince the armed forces of
the quality, purpose, usefulness
and the relevance of their prod-
uct, she said.

Making this point, the

Minister said she cannot com-
pel armed forces to buy equip-
ment from them and it was up
to the domestic companies to
convince the forces that their
product was “good enough.”
Addressing the Indian Defence
Conclave 2018 organised by the
Defence Innovators and
Industry Association, she said
“the armed forces who actual-

ly use the equipment should be
convinced. 

It is not necessary that the
armed forces will have to be
bound by me or forced by me
or compelled by me to buy it
(from an Indian company)... I
cannot say that to them.” 

The Minister also lauded
her predecessors Manohar
Parikkar and Arun Jaitley, say-

ing they had not only simpli-
fied defence procedure but
also ensured transparency.
Steps were taken to make the
procurement procedure less
cumbersome, she noted.
“Procurement has simplified.
Procurement is happening with
due diligence intact, but it is
happening speedily,” the
Defence Minister said.

Her comments come in the
backdrop of the controversy
over the �58,000 crore Rafale
deal with the Opposition, pri-
marily the Congress, alleging
corruption and demanding
that the price details be made
public. The Government has
vehemently denied the charges
of corruption and said any
disclosure of price would be
violation of the secrecy clause
and would give an advantage to
adversaries.  

Sitharaman also urged
defence manufacturers to get

out of the mindset of looking at
the India market alone. “I appeal
to you all to get out of that
mindset. There are several other
countries which are buying
(defence equipment) that do not
have the capacity to produce.
They never had a history of
attempting to produce defence
components. Look at markets
outside. Make in India is not just
for making in India,” she said.

The Minister assured the
gathering that the Government
will make sure the industry gets
every possible help to export
their products. To encourage
domestic defence manufactur-
ers, she said, several items have
been removed from the list that
was earlier reserved for ord-
nance factories and defence
public sector undertakings.
She also said the government’s
‘Make in India’ project is not
just on paper and that orders
have been placed.
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The rebel candidates denied
tickets in Madhya Pradesh

and Rajasthan may impact
results of many constituencies
in two States as the BJP has
expelled 64 of them in MP and
working overtime to seek
withdrawal of as many of them
from the electoral fray. 

After inducting several
fresh faces in Madhya Pradesh
to fight anti-incumbency  in
the Assembly polls, the BJP is
facing problem of dissidents
and has so far expelled 64 of its
rebel, including former
Ministers Sartaj Singh, Ram
Krishan Kusmaria and former
Gwalior mayor Sameeksha
Pandey.  A  total of 2,932 can-
didates filed nominations out
of which 578 were rejected and
538 withdrew their papers for
the November 28 poll in the
State.

Kusmaria has been an MP
thrice and has also served as a
Minister in the Shivraj Singh
Government between 2008
and 2013. The BJP had sent its
central leader  Prabhat Jha to
salvage the situation but he
could not succeed in his
efforts.

For the Congress, Xavier
Meena, a former Minister from

Jhabu is a key dissident  in
Madhya Pradesh. Congress
has been able to restrict the
rebel numbers by succeeding
to have a chunk of them with-
draw their nominations.

In Rajasthan,  ahead of the
December 7 Assembly elec-
tions, the BJP’s Nagaur MLA
Habibur Rahman rejoined the
Congress after a decade. BJP’s
Dausa MP Harish Chandra
Meena , former DG police, also
Joined the Congress. Meena
had  joined the BJP in 2014.
Meena joined the Congress in
the presence of former
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and Sachin Pilot,
whose father Rajesh Pilot held
the Dausa constituency.

Meena’s elder brother
Namo Narayan Meena is a
senior Congress leader who
was defeated by  Harish Meena
from Dausa. 

BJP is locked in a tough
electoral battle with the
Congress in both the states and
deployed all its key leaders led
by Prime Minister  Narenddra
Modi and party president
Amit Shah to override the
incumbency factor. It is esti-
mated that at least 30 to 40
seats in MP could  be a touch
and go affair on account of
‘rebel’ candidates presence.
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Court has directed the Union
Home Ministry to sanction pen-
sion for the widow of a freedom
fighter and slammed it for a delay
of over three decades in consid-
ering the woman’s application.

Justice R Suresh Kumar said
the attitude on the part of offi-
cials responsible for keeping the
application pending for more
than three decades is to be dep-
recated. Had the application of
the petitioner decided in 1973
and disposed of either way, the
petitioner would have been in a
position either to get the fruits of
the freedom fighter family pen-
sion or would have protested
over the issue in the matter
known to law, the judge said. The
matter relates to L Kathayee
Ammal, the widow of freedom
fighter Lakshmana Thevar, who
has been made to wait for 30
years for the pension.

Ammal’s application has
been kept pending by the cen-
tral government and the court
wants to register its displeasure
against all those responsible,
the judge said in his order. The
petitioner’s husband was an ex-
Indian National Army person-
nel who joined the INA in
Malaysia and was captured by
the British. After WWII, the
petitioner’s husband applied to
the Tamil Nadu and Central
Governments seeking freedom
fighters’ pension, but before the
application was considered, he
died in 1969. PTI
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To increase agricultural pro-
duce trade in Asia and the

Pacific countries, India hosted
a two-day meet of the general
assembly of Network for
Development of Agricultural
Cooperatives in Asia and Pacific
(NEDAC) to chalk out a strat-
egy for regional trade. NEDAC
also adopted a new constitution
on Thursday. 

While inaugurating the
assembly Parshottam K Rupala,
Union Minister of State for
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare and Panchayatiraj, said,
“Realising the need to enhance
the farmers income to address
agrarian distress and promotes
farmers welfare Prime Minister
has embarked on a mission for
doubling farmers income by
2022.” He further said that the
cooperatives have exhibited bet-
ter performance and are living
success stories to enhance pro-

duction and better returns to
produce from market through
collective action. He added that
the India is determined to
improve productivity of agri-
culture products and use
resources effectively and
improve trade for farmers. 

To establish marketing link-
ages among cooperatives in the
ASEAN countries fro possible
business undertaking of their
agricultural products, Sundeep
Kumar Nayak, Managing
Director of National
Cooperative Development
Corporation said India has
hosted the event with an objec-
tive to increase trade between
cooperatives of two or multiple
countries. “Through this, we
will be able stimulate the capa-
bilities and training human
resources at all levels and accel-
erate development through a
more efficient utilisation of
human, physical and financial
resources available,” Nayak said.  
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While Sikkim has already
taken lead in becoming

the first Open Defecation Free
(ODF) in the country, the
other States from the Northeast
region have committed to make
the region ODF by December
end this year.  

This was decided at a
regional review meeting of the
North Eastern States —
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim
held in Guwahati in Assam
recently.

The workshop comprised
discussions on sustaining ODF
status, solid and liquid waste
management (SLWM), and
rural water supply. Teams from
Key aspects of sustainability

such as geo-tagging, verifica-
tion of ODF villages, conver-
sion of dysfunctional toilets,
IEC expenditure, Swachhagrahi
engagement were reviewed. 

Speaking on the occasion,
ParameswaranIyer, Secretary,
Ministry of Drinking Water
and Sanitation emphasized the
importance of the joint effort

being made by the Central
and State SBM teams towards
sustaining gains made under
the program so far. 

He spoke about the impor-
tance of continued focus on
behavior change communica-
tion and periodic verifications
to ensure that the safe sanita-
tion habits and practices devel-

oped over the past few years are
sustained in the future as well.

The teams from the ODF
States of the region spoke about
efforts to sustain their ODF sta-
tus. Sikkim highlighted the
solid and liquid waste man-
agement initiatives being
undertaken in the first ODF
State of the country.

Non-ODF States commit-
ted to declaring themselves as
ODF by December 2018.
Assam shared highlights of
“Mission Sambhav”, under
which more than one lakh pit
digging activities were initiat-
ed on a single day during the
Swachhata Hi Seva fortnight.

Akshay Rout, Director
General, Special Projects  from
the Ministry pointed to the
criticality of the sustainability
phase of SBM and the necessi-

ty for the managers for regular
monitoring.

V Radha, Joint Secretary
from the Ministry spoke about
the need to increase the cover-
age of household water supply
connections by taking up
community-managed, low cost
schemes.

Since its launch in October
2014, the Swchch Bharat
Mission, the world’s largest
sanitation program, has
changed the behaviour of hun-
dreds of millions of people with
respect to toilet access and
usage. About 300 million peo-
ple have stopped defecating in
the open since the Mission
began, down from 550 million
at the beginning of the pro-
gramme to about 200 million
today,  according to the
Government data.
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The State BJP has written to
party president Amit Shah

to go slow on NRC as the idea
was creating large-scale appre-
hensions among the people. In
fact, State BJP president Dilip
Ghosh on Thursday clearly
said the State leadership was
more in favour of the
Citizenship Bill than the NRC.
This came in the wake of
Mamata Banerjee stepping up
attacks on the BJP.

"I think once the
Citizenship Bill is tabled and
enacted, the NRC will not be
required because that will pro-
vide enough evidence of a per-
son's citizenship credentials,"
Ghosh said.

Incidentally, senior BJP
leader and party's observer for
Bengal Kailash Vijayvargiya
had earlier said that "the NRC
will definitely be conducted in
Bengal if the BJP comes to
power here as it is also facing
severe infiltration issues."

Ghosh's statements came
almost in tandem with
renewed attack from Mamata
who called the BJP a party of
riot mongers that was more
involved in creating religious
and linguistic divide among
the people so as to capture
power in Bengal.

Criticising the Chief
Minister for "backing the infil-
trators" he wanted to "ask
Mamata Banerjee why she is
siding with the infiltrators".
Attacking the Trinamool
Congress leaders for playing
vote bank politics, he said,

"Unfortunately some people
are more concerned about
indulging in appeasement
policies and vote bank politics
than the progress of 
the nation."

Meanwhile, once again
upping the ante on the BJP for
dividing the people along
religious and linguistic lines
Mamata told a congregation
of Matua community (a large
number of whom migrated
from Bangladesh to Bengal
and even Assam) in North 24
Parganas how the BJP was
throwing out the Bengalis
out of Assam and Biharis
from Gujarat  and
Maharashtra besides creat-
ing a division within the
Matua society.

Bengal has about a lakh
Matua voters in North 24
Parganas and Nadia.

"They are unnecessarily
harassing a great majority of
people who are Indian citizens.
They are threatening to throw
these citizens out of the coun-
try though they have genuine
identity cards, caste certifi-
cates or similar documents,"
Mamata said, attacking the
BJP, and assured "you all not to
get scared as no one can snatch
your citizenship."

Mamata was addressing
the Matua community — at
Thakurnagar in North 24
Parganas — on the 100th
birth anniversary of the com-
munity's  religious head
Binapani Devi.

Aware that the BJP was
trying to take out a slice of
Matua vote by offering tickets
to some of Binapani Devi's
family members, Mamata said
none had done so much for the
community as her
Government did.

"Now we will set up a
Matua University in the name
of the Matua religious head
G u r u c h a n d - H a r i c h a n d
Thakur," Mamata said adding
the Government would also
construct two huge gates
identifying the Matua 
headquarters.

Incidentally Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
also promised a great deal for
the Matuas during his pre-elec-
toral campaign in 2014 but
"they have done nothing for
you save giving lip service,"
Mamata said.

&����������	�������;
��������!���$�� ��
�� 0�  6


Two terrorists, who were
arrested from Poonch dis-

trict of Jammu & Kashmir,
were part of Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) module and had come to
the town to ferry weapons to
the Kashmir Valley, a senior
police officer said on Thursday.

Senior Superintendent of
Police, Poonch, Rajiv Pandey
said a special investigation team
(SIT) headed by a sub-divi-
sional police officer (SDPO)
was formed to probe the case.

Auqib Ahmad Bhat and
Shabir Ahmad Dar, both hail-
ing from Pulwama district of
south Kashmir, were arrested
during a joint operation by
police and the Army in
Mendhar area of the border
district on Wednesday.

Two AK-56 rifles, two
magazines, 60 rounds and four
hand-grenades were seized
from their possession.

"Prima facie, it was estab-
lished that they were part of
LeT module and were assigned
the task to shift weapons from
Poonch to the Kashmir Valley,"
the SSP told reporters.

Presenting the arrested per-
sons before the media persons,
he said preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that they were
not in the district to carry out
any terror activity. "They are
associates of terrorists and their
only motive was to shift the
weapons from Poonch to
Kashmir," Pandey said.

However, he said Poonch
Police was in touch with its
counterparts in the Kashmir
Valley to probe the arrested
persons' involvement in 
terrorism.

The SSP said police
received specific information
about movement of some sus-
pected persons and according-
ly established checking points
which led to the arrest of the
duo from Jaran Wali Gali and

the recovery of the weapons,
including four hand grenades,
which were kept in a specially
built cavity in the vehicle at
their disclosure.

"A case was registered
against them and a special
investigation team headed by
SDPO Mendhar Neeraj Padyar
has been formed to probe the
case thoroughly," he said.

The SSP said from where
the weapons had come was yet
to be ascertained.

He said security agencies
are on high alert in the district
and have not lowered 
their guard.

"The combing operation is
going on in rural and forest
area. We are conducting oper-
ation in every inch of Mendhar
sub-division and elsewhere,"
Pandey said.
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Chennai: Cyclone 'Gaja' inten-
sified into a severe cyclonic
storm on Thursday and was
expected to cross the south
Tamil Nadu coast post-mid-
night, with the Government
machinery put on high alert in
vulnerable districts.

The storm which lay over
the south-west Bay about 285
km from here and 225 km east
of Karaikal in neighbouring
Puducherry, was very likely to
cross the coast between
Cuddalore and Pamban around
Nagapattinam by this evening
or night after weakening into a
cyclone, the Met office said.

At the time of landfall,
wind speed of 80-90 kmph
gusting up to 100 kmph and
heavy rain were likely along the
region, it said.

The Tamil Nadu State
Disaster Management
Authority, in a tweet, said as per
the latest updates #GajaCyclone
is likely to have landfall
between 8 pm and 11 pm
tonight in all probability in
Nagapattinam district, about
300 km from here.

There was no significant
rainfall so far Thursday in most
of the districts expected to be
affected by the cyclone. Chennai
witnessed sporadic spells of rain.

So far, 1,313 people have
already been shifted to relief cen-

tre in Nagapattinam district
and efforts are on to evacuate all
those living in low lying areas to
relief centres in the vulnerable
districts, the government said.

A holiday has been
declared for educational insti-
tutions in seven districts,
including Nagapattinam,
Tiruvarur, Cuddalore and
Ramanathapuram, and the
government has advised private
firms, and establishments to
send back their employees
early so that they could reach
their homes before 4 pm. 

As the sea was rough,
police have been advised to
intensify efforts to bar people
from going near the beaches to
witness the cyclone or click
selfies.

Four teams each of National
Disaster Response Force per-
sonnel have been deployed in
Nagapattinam district while
two teams of the state disaster
response force in Cuddalore dis-
trict, officials said.

The State disaster man-
agement authority has released
an animated video aimed at
creating awareness on the do's
and don'ts during cyclone.
The government has
announced helpline numbers
1070 (state-level) and 1077
(districts) for those who may
need assistance. PTI
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National Conference leader
Omar Abdullah has hint-

ed his party would participate
in Assembly polls  in 
Jammu & Kashmir if fresh
elections to the State legisla-
ture are announced in 
the near future.

"You got the control of a
handful of towns & cities
because NC & PDP stayed
away (and the Congress did
such a poor job of putting up
a fight). Do you really think we
will give you a walkover in the
Assembly polls?" Abdullah
wrote on his Twitter handle on
Wednesday.

He was responding to BJP
national general secretary Ram
Madhav, who had asked the
National Conference and the
People's Democratic Party if
they would participate in
Assembly polls if held in 
the near future.

"On one hand, they (NC
and PDP) say they will not
take part in elections to safe-
guard Article 35A, on the
other, they demand dissolu-
tion of assembly and fresh
elections. Tomorrow if assem-
bly elections are held, will you
will fight or go by your boy-
cott?" Madhav said at a func-
tion in Kathua on 
Tuesday night.
NC and PDP did not partic-
ipate in urban local bodies
elections held in the State last
month after a gap of nearly 13
years due to the legal chal-
lenge to Article 35-A of 
the Constitution, which guar-
antees exclusive residency
rights to people of the State
only, before the Supreme
Court.
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The Governor’s administra-
tion in Jammu & Kashmir on

Thursday relaxed restrictions
on the movement of separatist
leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani to

travel to his native village in
north Kashmir’s Sopore. Geelani
has been held under house arrest
since 2015 since he returned
from New Delhi after spending
winter months there. 

His close aide Masarat Alam
Bhat who was arrested after
Geelani’s arrival in Srinagar
was charged under the Public
Safety Act (PSA) for the 37th
time.

Geelani, 89, heads a faction
of Hurriyat Conference and
constitutes three-member Joint
Resistance Leadership (JRL)
that leads separatist campaign
in the embattled State. A
spokesman of his party said
that Geelani traveled to Dooru
village of Sopore, 55 kilometers

from here, to meet his eldest
daughter whose husband died
after a prolonged illness on
Tuesday. Geelani has been
under house arrest since 2015.
A contingent of police and
paramilitaries guard his house
in Hyderpora locality of
uptown Srinagar and mostly
prevent visitors to enter the
premises. Geelani has not been
allowed to offer Friday con-
gregational prayers in a local
mosque for the past five years,
the spokesman said.

Geelani was allowed to
move out of his residence a day
after his close aide and Mulsim
League chief Masarat Alam
Bhat was booked under PSA for
the 37 the time consecutively.
Bhat was arrested in April 2015,
just 40 days after his release
from 5-year imprisonment. He
was arrested on charges of rais-

ing anti-India and pro-Pakistan
slogans on Geelani’s in a public
rally on Geelani’s arrival from
New Delhi. 

The PSA is a law that allows
the authorities to detain a per-
son for a period of six months
without bail.

Meanwhile, the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
extended the judicial remand of
the chairperson of all-women
organization Dukhtaran-e-
Millat (DeM) Aasiya Andrabi
and her two associates, Nahida
Nasreen and Sofi Fehmeeda till
December 4.

“Judicial custody of trio has
been extended till December 4,
2018,” said family sources.
Andrabi and her associates have
been arrested in July and held on
charges of fomenting separatism
and receiving funding from
overseas.
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In the run-up to the ninth edi-
tion of Vibrant Gujarat

Global Summit (VGGS) to be
held in January 2019, the
Gujarat Government is hosting
a roadshow in New Delhi on
Friday.

The roadshow at the nation-
al Capital for the Gujarat
Government’s flagship biennial
event for attracting investments
would be attended by Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani and other
senior officials. The roadshow
on Friday would be first out of
six to be held at Delhi. During
the event, the Rupani and oth-
ers would meet leaders of trade
and industries in the Capital and
showcase investment opportu-
nities in Gujarat.

In order to promote the
event senior-level delegations
have already visited across the
globe and organised 24 road-
shows in different countries.
The Summit will be held from
Jan 18-20 next year. Gujarat
Government will hold such
road shows in Mumbai, Pune,
Bangalore, Kolkata and
Hyderabad.  

During the road shows, the
State Government would show-
case Dholera Special Investment

Region known as Dholera SIR –
a Greenfield city being developed
in the proximity of Ahmedabad
with all state-of-the-art ameni-
ties to attract big ticket invest-
ments. Unlike previous summits
where the State Government

emphasised on manufacturing
sector, this time focus is on trade
and service sectors. VGGS was
conceptualised by former Chief
Minister, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. First VGGS
was organised in 2003. 
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Ahead of a fresh round of
agitation threatened by the

Maratha Kranti Morcha from
November 25 to press for reser-
vations for their community,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on
Thursday indicated that his
Government would come out
with a formal announcement
about reservations to Marathas
in Government jobs and edu-
cation on December 1.

“We have received a report
from the Maharashtra State
Backward Class Commission
(MSBCC) on the socio-eco-
nomic status of the Marathas.
I request all of you to prepare
yourselves for celebrations on
December 1,” Fadnavis said,
while addressing a public rally
at Ahmednagar in western
Maharashtra.

Fadnavis’ announcement
came hours after MSSBC
member-secretary DD
Deshmukh submitted the

Commission’s voluminous
report on the socio-economic
status of Marathas to State
Chief Secretary DK Jain. 

On August 7, the Bombay
High Court, which is hearing
a bunch of public interest liti-
gations seeking reservation
and directions to the MSBCC
had set November 15 as dead-
line for MSBCC to submit its
report to it.

Confirming the receipt of
the report on Marathas from
the MSBCC, Jain said: "We
have received a report from the
MSSBC on the economic,
social and economic status of
the Maratha community. We
will study the report and table
it before the State Cabinet for
a decision to be made on the
basis of recommendations
made in the report”.    

The MSBCC, headed by
Justice (Retd) NG Gaikwad,
had over the past few months
had held a series of public hear-
ings and perused more than
two lakh documents, letters,
affidavits placed before it.  

Official sources said that
the chief minister would make
a formal announcement about
reservations to Marathas dur-
ing the winter session of the
Maharashtra Legislature begin-
ning on November 19.  

Currently Maharashtra
has 52 per cent reservations in
jobs and educational institu-
tions. Of the total 52 per cent
reservations, SCs and ST com-
munities account for 13 and 7
per cent, respectively, while
OBCs have 19 per cent per
cent reservations, VJNT.
Together, Special Backward
Class and Nomadic Tribes
account for 13 per cent.

Sources said that the
MSBCC had in its report rec-
ommended reservations to
Marathas without disturbing
the quota already set aside for
the OBCs.   

Marathas, who have been
agitating under the aegis of
Maratha Kranti Morcha, for
reservations in jobs and edu-
cations across the state for the
past two years, account for
more than 30 per cent of
Maharashtra's nearly 11.25
crore population. 

Reacting to the chief min-
ister’s announcement about the
state government’s plans to
come out with reservations for
Marathas, former Chief
Minister and Maharashtra
Congress chief Ashok Chavan
said: “We fully support Maratha
reservation. The Government
should take immediate action to
guarantee Maratha reservation”.

Slamming the BJP-Shiv
Sena alliance Government for
delaying the implementation of
reservations to various com-
munities, Chavan said: “The
Congress had granted Maratha
reservation in 2014, but the
BJP-Sena Government failed to
protect this reservation in
court. More than 40 people
have lost their lives in this agi-
tation. If the Government had
taken action earlier, these 40
lives could have been saved.
There is no need to delay this
decision further”.

"We have given 16 per cent
reservation to the Marathas. It
is to be seen how much the
BJP-Sena Government will
provide for," former Chief
Minister Prithviraj Chavan
said. Leader of the Opposition
in the State Legislative Council
Dhananjay Munde of the NCP
asked the State Government to
announce reservations before
the start the winter session of
the Maharashtra Legislature. 

It may be recalled that on
November 14, 2014, the
Bombay High Court had
stayed an ordinance promul-
gated by the previous
Congress-led Government
ahead of the October 2014
State Assembly polls extending
16 per cent reservations to

Marathas and five per cent to
Muslims, saying that they were
not in conformity with the law
laid down by the Supreme
Court in three cases. 

However, a HC bench,
headed by the then Chief
Justice Mohit Shah, had sub-
sequently allowed reservations
to Muslims in educational insti-
tutions, on the ground at that
their educational achievements
were "abysmally low" and that
there was a need to draw them
into the "mainstream of secu-
lar education".

On its part, the BJP-led saf-
fron alliance Government –
which came to power after the
October 2014 Assembly polls -
-subsequently moved the apex
court challenging the stay
granted by the high court on an
ordinance promulgated by the
previous Congress-led DF
Government. 

However, the Supreme
Court rejected the State
Government’s petition.

The matter came back to
the high court after advocate
Vikas Patil filed an interven-
tion petition in the Supreme
Court on the issue. 

The apex court directed
the high court to hear the
bunch of petitions pending
before it.
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Gujarat Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani on

Thursday flagged off the Ekta
Rath Yatra Phase II from
Ahmedabad to spread the
knowledge about the contri-
butions of Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel in uniting 562 erstwhile
princely States in India post-
Independence.

Speaking on the occasion,
Rupani said the world’s tallest
statue, the Statue of Unity, has
been built to spread the mes-
sage. About 25,000 people are
visiting the site of the statue
daily. It has emerged as a pil-
grims centre. Had there been
no Sardar Patel, we would have
to apply for visa for going
from Somnath temple to Gir
lion sanctuary (Junagadh).

Sardar Patel had also recon-
structed the Somnath temple.

He called upon the people
to rise above regional, commu-
nal, religious and linguistic
parochialism and imbibe the
ideals shown by Sardar Patel as
the most befitting tribute to the
Iron Man of India. 

Rupani said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
revived the stories of sacrifices
and valour of illustrious sons of
India like Mahatma Gandhi
and Sardar Patel, Dr Ambedkar,
Veer Savarkar, Shyamji Krishna
Verma. In phase-1, 59 Ekta
Raths had fanned out across the
state to cover 171 talukas in 33
districts from October 20 to 29
last. Nearly 16-lakh people
joined these Yatras. 
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The Pune police on Thursday
finally filed the first

chargesheet before a special
court in Pune against 10 per-
sons in the Bhima-Koregaon
riots case, accusing them,
among other things, of con-
spiring to kill Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and overthrow
the democratically elected
Government in the country.

In their chargesheet filed
before a Special Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) Court in Pune ten
weeks after the same court
extended a 90-day deadline
for filing the chargesheet by
another 90 days, the Pune
police named Sudhir P.

Dhawale, Rona J. Wilson,
Surendra P. Gadling, Shoma
Sen, Mahesh S. Raut as among
the 10 persons. They were
arrested from various parts of
the country on June 6.

The five other accused
named in their 20-page
chargesheet as the absconding
accused by the Pune police are
M alias Milind Teltumbde from
Yavatmal, Prakash alias Navin
Alias Ritupan Goswami from
Assam, Manglu, Dipu and
Kishan Prashant Bose, all owing
allegiance to the banned CPI
(Maoists).  The chargesheet
stated that these five accused
had gone “underground” in
various parts of the country.

The ten accused named in
the first chargesheet in the

Bhima-Koregaon case have
charged under various relevant
sections of the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA), 117 ( abetting com-
mission of offence), 120-b (
conspiracy) read with 34 (com-
mon intention),  121, 121 (A)
(Waging or attempting to wage
a war, or abetting waging of
war, against the Government of
India) 124A (sedition), 153
–A (wantonly giving provoca-
tion with intent to cause riot..)
and 505 1b (statements con-
ducing public mischief) of
Indian Penal Code (IPC)      

The chargesheet stated that
the five arrested activists —
Dhawale, Wilson, Gadling,
Shoma Sen and S. Raut –were

linked to the CPI (Maoists)
which carried out subversive
activities through under-ground
means. Human and civil rights
organisations like Indian
Association of People’s Lawyers
(IAPL), Anuradha Ghandi
Memorial Committee (AGMC),
Kabir Kala Manch, all of which
set up legally, were supporting
the outlawed CPI (Maoists)

According to the
chargesheet, accused number
two Rona J. Wilson had col-
luded with Shoma Sena and
Prashanto Bose, secretary of the
outlawed CPI (Maoist)’s Eastern
Regional Bureau, along with
other underground activists
hatched a conspiracy to kill the
Prime Minister of India.
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US President Donald Trump is
a Presbyterian Protestant,
with a self-confessed affinity
to the rites of the Holy
Communion to ‘feel cleansed’.

He follows a long tradition of White
Anglo-Saxon Protestants (WASPs) as
Presidents of the US which was broken by
the ‘half-WASP’ Barack Obama and the
Roman Catholic, JF Kennedy in recent
times. Given the mass immigration of
multi-cultural and multi-religious popu-
lace, the US had become a melting pot of
the most diverse, inclusive and ‘accepting’
profundities.

The constitutional segregation of the
Church and the State notwithstanding, reli-
gious identity has played a part in the func-
tioning of participative democracy in the
US. The relevance of ‘moral values’
amongst candidates, a euphemism for reli-
giosity amongst the 71 per cent Christian
population, is unmistakable, especially
during electioneering. The ethno-cultur-
al-religious pattern of the polity has
veered and demarcated certain preferences
along political party lines — yet the fate
of the six per cent minorities (Muslims,
Hindus, Jews, et al) along with that of the
self-declared 23 per cent population with
no-religious-affiliation had remained pro-
gressively ‘inclusive’ till recent times. By
2017, the second biggest democracy (after
India), had slipped from being rated as a
‘full democracy’ to a ‘flawed democracy’
as per the Global Democracy Index. 

While even the likes of the widely
accepted and transformational, Barack
Obama, had to reassert and reiterate his
‘practicing Christian faith and status’, the
societal and governance discourse had
remained essentially civil and ‘accepting’.
While the world was witnessing religious
extremism, Obama made assuaging state-
ments like, “empowered by faith, consis-
tently, prayerfully, we need to find our way
back to civility. That begins with stepping
out of our comfort zones in an effort to
bridge divisions.” However, the advent of
Donald Trump on the US center-stage had
regressed the narrative, and early signs of
the same were visible in run-up to the
Presidential elections with the inelegant
allusions made in the name of the fallen
US soldier, Captain Humayun Khan. 

Soon the electoral success of Donald
Trump was marked by his signing of the
Executive Order 13769 (titled Protecting
the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry
into the United States) that was infamous-
ly known as the ‘Muslim ban’. 

The spirit behind Trump’s actions mil-
itated against the Immigration and
Nationality Act of the US which stated,
“No person shall receive any preference or
priority or be discriminated against in the
issuance of an immigrant visa because of
the person’s race, sex, nationality, place of

birth, or place of residence.”
The pettiness extended to var-
ious symbolic acts like the
doing away of the Eid-celebra-
tion Iftar dinner at the White
House, a tradition that was
started in 1996 by the
Democrat, Bill Clinton but
duly retained by Trump’s fel-
low-Republican, George W
Bush, for eight years of his
Presidentship.

Donald Trump’s ignora-
mus status along with per-
ceived notions and stereo-
types of people of certain reli-
gious denominations is
unprecedented in recent times.
During a Republican fundrais-
er by people of Indian-origin
preceding the elections, that he
had stated incredulously, “I am
a big fan of Hindu and I am a
big fan of India. Big, big fan.”
Shockingly, the still-to-be-
elected President of the USA
had earlier admitted that he
wasn’t aware that India also
had a large population of
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists et al. 

The existence of over 260
proud Indians (approximate-
ly 20 per cent of minority-
faiths amongst the 1.3 billion
Indians) had escaped the
knowledge of the man who
was poised to hold the most
powerful office in the world. 

Today, Donald Trump is
still holding sway with acute
ignorance intact, as he tweet-
ed post the Diwali celebrations
at the White House, “Today,
we gathered for Diwali, a hol-
iday observed by Buddhists,

Sikhs, and Jains throughout
the United States and around
the world. Hundreds of mil-
lions of people have gathered
with family and friends to
light the diya and to mark the
beginning of a New Year.” 

Expectedly, the embar-
rassing omission of the
‘Hindus’ in the Diwali tweet
was roasted and his spin-doc-
tors went on the overdrive to
attribute the mistake to a lame
‘out of sequence’ posting issue,
and then proceeded to delete
the initial tweet and re-tweet
a more correct, “It was my
great honour to host a celebra-
tion of Diwali, the Hindu fes-
tival of lights, in the Roosevelt
Room at the @WhiteHouse
this afternoon. Very, very spe-
cial people!”

Donald Trump’s ignorance
and whimsically flippant
behaviour should be a warning
to those who get carried away
by any specific rant of his,
which might resonate tem-
porarily with the sensibilities
of the person or a nation, at
that moment. Even though
India and Indians are not
amongst his pet-peeves
(Pakistan certainly is), yet
India has not been spared his
boorish and churlish insinua-
tions and sarcasm. The osten-
sible ‘good friend’ of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
mocked his Indian accent,
routinely accused India as the
‘tariff king’ and true to the
patent falsehood threatened
with reciprocal tariff on the
‘thousands and thousands’ of

Indian motorcycles getting
exported to the US. Today,
even strategic allies, like
Canada, Mexico, NATO
nations et al, are insulted with
impunity, as was recently wit-
nessed with Trump’s undigni-
fied, personalised and factual-
ly-incorrect attack on French
President Emmanuel, while
on French soil, as the France
was in the midst of observing
the somber anniversary of the
worst terrorist attack in France. 

Religious extremism is a
global reality and all major reli-
gions are complicit in fanning
sentiments. The onus is on the
political leadership to break
the monopoly of the suprema-
cist and revisionist forces by
segregating religiosity from
governance — especially in the
big democracies like the US,
which ought to be a lodestar,
for those suffering under intol-
erance, bigotry or dictatorship. 

Truth has been a major
casualty in modern-day con-
versations, and the Trump
saga exemplifies the global
implications of power mixed
with ignorance, bravado and
stereotypes. The US in partic-
ular, and the world at large
needs statesmen who speak the
language of inclusivity, probity
and progress without pander-
ing to the subliminal dark-
instincts that are easy to rouse,
but dangerously difficult to
control once unleashed. 

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry)
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Sir — Supreme Court’s refusal to
stay women’s entr y into
Sabarimala temple has come as
a good news for those who
believe in gender equality. It
means the law of the land as of
now allows women of all ages to
enter the temple. At least, now
the die-hard protesters should
not prevent women from visit-
ing the temple.  They are most
likely to be disappointed if they
pin their hopes on the Supreme
Court’s nod for an open court
hearing of a raft of review peti-
tions. 

The Court is least likely to
overturn the judgement pro-
nounced with so much reason-
ing and conviction. When the
constitutionally guaranteed right
and ‘public opinion’ conflict,
the choice for the apex court is
obvious. The young women who
registered online for darshan at
Sabarimala should not be
blocked on their way to the tem-
ple during the two month-long
Mandala-Makaravilakku season.
The joy of worship should not be
denied on the ground of gender. 

G David Milton
Maruthancode
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Sir— There can be no second
opinion that the BJP
Government is in a sticky wick-
et as far as the Rafale deal is con-
cerned. At the outset, the state-
ment made in such a hurry by
the CEO of Dassault, Eric
Trappier, defending the Indian
Government, particularly on a

day when the matter was being
taken up by the apex court for
discussion, raises many ques-
tions. 

All along, the Government
was refusing to announce the
purchase price of the Rafale
jets saying it would lead to a
security breach as the neigh-
bouring enemy states would be
able to find out the capabilities
of the Rafale jets once the price

is made public. 
Now, it has come to light

that most of the security norms
including obtention of guaran-
tees by the French Government
have been given the go-ahead by
the Indian Government. 

Doesn’t all these tantamount
to the dilution of security to
cover thousands of crores of tax
payers’ money? 

While all this would lead

even a novice to confirm that the
Rafale deal is shrouded with
many mysteries and unanswered
questions, there can be no doubt
that the judges would have
understood the murky deal
much better and  would deliver
a fair judgement.

Shalini Gerald
Chennai
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Sir — Whatever said and done,
Dassault’s CEO Eric Trappier’s
hurried statement refuting the
charge that he was covering up
for the Narendra Modi
Government appears to be well-
orchestrated, that too, particu-
larly when it had been voiced on
the day when the Supreme
Court was slated to hear the
alleged Rafale scam case.

The Dassault’s CEO seems
to be well-tutored to defend the
deal and save the Narendra
Modi Government. This is also
inevitable for Dassault lest they
lose such a big deal.

Anna Mary Yvonne
Chennai
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The Ministry of External
Affairs was ordered recently
by the court to renew the

passport of an Indian citizen who’d
been in Canada on a work permit.
His passport renewal had been
held up for two years, putting his
job and his residence status in
Canada at risk, apparently because
the Ministry suspected that he
might in someway be involved in
acts against “the public interest.”
That is the code language for say-
ing that the man might have 
terrorist links or be involved in
hawala type transactions. The lat-
ter possibility can be eliminated in
the blink of an eye — the man
would not be working as a lorry dri-
ver if he was making money from

hawala transactions.
So is he a terrorist? Does he

have — or did he have — terrorist
links? There are only three possible
answers: The first is that he is a
threat to the security of the nation.
But if the man has terrorist links,
two years is indeed an inordinate-
ly long time to investigate that.
Indeed, one has to ask the much
more serious question: Are some of
our officials really so incompetent
as to fail to come to a conclusion
after two years of investigating
such a serious matter? 

Shouldn’t the officials be pro-
ceeded against for dealing with the
security of the nation in such a cav-
alier manner? 

The second is that the man was
thought to be a threat, but he isn’t.
If so, why did the officials not only
declined to renew his passport for
so long, but also offered in court
what they clearly thought was a
good reason for refusing renewal?
Further, why did they ask the court
for permission to continue avoid-
ing renewal of his passport? The

third is that the man was never was
a threat. If so, what we have is a
common and simple matter of
bribe-seeking — a bribe which the
man refused (for whatever reason)
to pay. 

Perhaps the bribe demanded
was so large as to offend him suf-

ficiently to cause him to pursue an
expensive and long-winded case in
court. I simply don’t know as I am
not acquainted with the person in
question and have no means of con-
tacting him. 

What I do know is that use of
the law to harass ordinary citizens

in our country; it is so common as
if it is almost normal. We hardly
give it a thought when we see a dri-
ver stop by the police on the high-
way. We know he was not been
speeding. We also know that he had
been stopped officially for a ‘licence
check’. But in reality, he was a of an
unfortunately lottery daily bribe
collection by the policemen.

We hardly bother when we hear
that a slum-dweller’s family has had
their jhuggi pulled down. After all,
aren’t jhuggis illegal anyway? A huge
series of bribes need to be paid to
allow any jhuggi settlement to come
into existence and continue to thrive.
For the slums to be cleared out, clear-
ly, a rather bigger set of bribes has
now come into play —perhaps from
some construction company. Even
so, rather than reacting with outrage,
many middle- and upper-class peo-
ple merely dismiss the matter: “Good
riddance to jhuggis.”

However, we do react, even if
subconsciously, when we are our-
selves asked for a ‘consideration’ in
order to have something done,

whether that is the admission of a
child in a school, a relative in a hos-
pital, an application for a job, or the
provision of a properly due service
by an official.

Can anything be done to stop
this kind of extortion? In the case
of the example quoted at the begin-
ning of this article, the Ministry did
not dispute that the denial of the
passport had put his residential sta-
tus in Canada in jeopardy and
denied him two whole years of
work and earnings. 

Harassment of citizens by offi-
cials will stop only when courts
decide not to merely restore the
rights of citizens, as in this case, but
also demand damages be paid by
the ministry, department or agen-
cies involved to the citizen or citi-
zens concerned.

(The writer is Independent
Board Member, Board Consultant;
Keynote Speaker Executive Director,
Relational Analytics Ltd, Cambridge,
UK; and Honorary Chairman,
Career Innovation Company,
Oxford, UK)
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Remembering the legendary Indian
writer, Nirmal Verma, necessarily
encourages one to revisit some of his
literary works which turn out to be
completely mesmerising. Indeed, it is

akin to doing a literary pilgrimage. Such a pil-
grimage is particularly significant for the fact that
he appears to never ever lose sight of the sanc-
tity of his native roots, cultural moorings and
indigenous traditions even in the face of an
aggressive onslaught of various forms of all-
encompassing but counterproductive western
modernity. As a matter of fact, he is one of those
ultimate littérateurs who relentlessly put colo-
nial modernity to thorough scrutiny in most of
his creative works  in order to explore the idea
of India in its entirety.

The irreconcilable incompatibility between
Indian way of conceptualising, planning and
strategising about the vagaries of human life and
the unavoidable pulls and pressures of Western
modernity is so effectively embodied in different
essays written in Hindi and compiled in such col-
lections as Shabda Aur Smriti, Kala¯ ka¯ jokhima,
Dhalaan Se Utarte Hue, Bharat Aur Europe :
Pratishruti Ke Kshetra, Kala, Smriti, Akanksha,
Shatavdi ke Dhalte Varahon Mein, Adi, Ant aur
Aarambha.

In the very first collection, the figure of
Gandhi appears time and again. Emphasising the
re-awakening of nationalist consciousness embed-
ded in the persona of Gandhi, Verma tries to make
an assessment about the idea of India in connec-
tion with its relationship with Europe. What he
finds out is the fact that the best of indigenous
thoughts and sensitivities don’t carry the kind of
ruptures which we witness in the form of deep-
rooted alienation of modern life. The second col-
lection, Kala¯ ka¯ jokhima talks about the role of
art in the making of modern world, whereas the
third collection, Dhalaan Se Utarte Hue mentions
certain kinds of fissures and contradictions
which expose the hollowness of so-called mod-
ern civilisation.

In the fourth collection, Bharat aur Europe,
Verma looks at basic assumptions behind the intel-
lectual and philosophical traditions of India and
Europe respectively. He is basically pre-occupied
with the task of evaluating what India and Indians
found and lost when they came in contact with
European culture and civilisation. The ways in
which we have been dissociated with our own tra-
ditions, and the manner in which we have made
certain attempts to keep those invaluable tradi-
tions intact, are some of the major concerns of
the essayist. All the issues and concerns are
addressed with a definite objective to fore-
ground the essential indianness of we, the peo-
ple of India.

The indianness of post-colonial Indian mind
is his genuine concern. And it governs his
engagement in myriad ways with the questions
of politics, religion, culture, literature, history, sec-
ularism and Marxism. He does not construct any
theoritical premise or rigid conceptual framework
to make sense of the issues revolving around the
already cited questions of contemporary India. His
focus is on exposing those tendencies, sometimes
subtle and surreptitious, that make us think and
feel that West is the way forward to look for the

resolution of all those problems we face
today. 

The deep imprints of colonial
mindset, which  generated an evident-
ly infectious impact on our thought
process, and made us in turn sub-
servient to the Western ways of think-
ing, evoke sharp responses from
Verma. He indeed wishes to get rid of
those prejudices and assumptions that
have been responsible for putting
chains on our own style of thinking,
behaving and living life with our own
terms. Efforts to erase the traces of cul-
tural and intellectual colonisation
define and decide the quality of dis-
cussions and deliberations about East-
West encounter in his essays. 

For his first collection of short-sto-
ries, Parinde, Verma was declared to be
the harbinger of a new literary trend
called ‘Nai Kahani’ in Hindi literature.
It opened up several opportunities to
express his yearning for a liberating, ful-
filling and satisfying existence, which
was extremely difficult to find in a mod-
ern set-up. The kind of irreparable grief
caused by the partition of a newly inde-
pendent nation state aggravated further
by disillusionment with the ideals and
aspirations created during the freedom
struggle and subsequent deepening of
colonial temperament in various ways
and numerous places of postcolonial
India triggered the creative expressions
of an entire generation of writers, of
whom, Verma proved to be the major
voice. Abandoning old narrative tech-
niques and already exhausted subjects
of short story writing, he went on to
delve deeper into the complexity of con-
temporary realities with new sensibil-
ities and even newer idioms producing
highly captivating content in an
enabling form. 

His succeeding collections of short-
stories such as Jalti Jhadi, Pichhli
Garmiyon Mein, Beech Bahas Mein,
Kavve Aur Kala Pani, which brought
him Sahitya Academy Award and the
last one, Sukha, are marked by a con-

necting thread which so evocatively
invokes the issues of alienation and
depression primarily caused by the
imperatives of modernity. Deeply dis-
turbing experiences of the emergent
middle class which suffer rather mis-
erably in some ways because of their
illusion about the nature of modern life
generate radically different indigenous
sensibilities than seen before in the
works of Verma. 

European experiences led to the
transformation of Nirmal Verma’s
mindset in a huge way. But they did not
succeed in making him think and feel
that his own culture and civilisation are
inferior to those of Europe. Instead, he
does not forget to tell us that we have
legitimate reasons to harbour serious
misgivings about the adequacy and
effectiveness of the idea of progress
embedded in the notion of Western
modernity that wrecked havoc on
humanity through the two world wars
alongside creating irrevocable rup-
tures in human relations as is amply
clear from the hollowness between
man-woman relationships and increas-
ingly entrenched sense of alienation,
destructive self-centeredness, self-exile,
frustrations and disappointments so
inseparably interlinked with modern
life and experiences of humankind. The
moral of the story is that the socio-polit-
ical and cultural manifestations of
modernity have been categorically put
into the bar of judgement. 

Whether they are essays, short
stories or novels written by Verma, he
does not seem to subscribe to any par-
ticular ideological persuasion which
essentially obstructs the articulation of
the nuanced perception of the existing
complex realities in the outside world.
In the very first novel, Ve Din, memo-
ry plays a central role in a modern
milieu. The image of scattered, disin-
tegrating, self-obsessed Europe in the
aftermath of the Second World War is
thoroughly scrutinised by an almost
entirely Indian perspective. The second

novel, Lal Teen Ki Chat, reflects the
acute loneliness of the protagonist, Kaya
who is totally caught in a cynical
world full of isolation. Such explana-
tions of loneliness and isolation are
aimed at presenting a scathing critique
of what is often called the modern life. 

The third novel, Ek Chithda Sukh,
is an attempt to find an answer to the
question of what is happiness. The
desire for happiness leads one to the
realisation that it is indeed an illusion.
It is an endless wait as we never ever
get to have a real sense of happiness in
modern world order. The fourth novel,
Raat ka Reporter, revolves around the
self-centeredness of a journalist who
deal with those circumstances which
led the masses to severe kinds of dis-
appointment with modern forms of
democracy and development. The
fifth novel, Antim Aranya, chooses to
discuss the recurrent theme of loneli-
ness along with issues of death and
depression. It offers us an innovative
approach to look at the relationship
between life and death and also the
conditions which lie in between so as
to undermine the supremacy of mate-
rial possessions and underline the
primacy of spiritual fulfillment.

In his travelogues, diary-writing
and even selections of nine prominent
works of world literature for their
translations into Hindi, he exhibits
tremendous consistency in terms of
doing a stringent critique of the
Western modernity. And India always
remains at the core of his creative pur-
suit. So, he keeps searching consistent-
ly for the civilisational roots of the
nation, its encounter with colonial
modernity and the consequent distor-
tions of our collective consciousness
with a view to highlight the need to dis-
cover first and then recover and fore-
ground our own autonomous and
indigenous modernity. 

(The writer is Assistant professor of
English at Rajdhani College, Delhi
University)
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Jawa, a Czech
brand that won

its way into the
hearts of Indian
motorcyclists in
the 1960’s until the
advent of Japanese
commuter four-
stroke motorcycles
killed the brand.
But thanks to
Classic Legend Limited, Indians
will be able to enjoy the Jawa
brand again. Launching three
new products, the Jawa, Jawa 42
and factory-custom ‘Perak’ the
brand hopes to make a big bang
when their products hit the
Indian roads in early 2019.

However, the rebirth of the
brand does not mean the motor-
cycle will feature ancient tech-
nology, instead a modern 293cc
liquid-cooled engine will do duty
on the Jawa and Jawa 42 pro-
ducing 27 horsepower. The Perak
will have a higher displacement
334cc version of the same engine
with 30 horsepower. The motor-
cycles will be priced at between
�1.55 lakh to �1.89 lakh.

Speaking at the launch,
Anand Mahindra, Chairman,
Mahindra Group and an
investor in Classic Legends
said that it was rare to get the
opportunity to resurrect a leg-
end. Incidentally, Mahindra
Two-Wheelers is the contract
manufacturer for Classic
Legends. 

Anupam Thareja, Founder,
Classic Legends believes that
the Jawa brand will appeal to
young millennials as well. “An
idea how much people are
anticipating this brand is the
response we got for dealerships.
We have signed on 105 dealer-
ships in 71 cities across India.

There are already some 70
Classic Jawa clubs in India
engaging 40,000 people. I think
there is a great opportunity in
this market.”

Classic Legends is also
bullish about other brands,
Thareja revealed that talks
were on revive the Yezdi brand
as well and the company also
has the brand rights to BSA, the
classic British brand.
“Obviously we are going after
nostalgia but are main appeal
to customers will be our hon-
esty and authenticity.”

However, with Royal
Enfield launching their new
650cc twin-cylinder motorcy-
cles earlier this week to rave
reviews and at an aggressive
price point below Rs 3 lakh,
Classic Legends has a problem
on its hands even before the
first production motorcycles
leave the line. However, the
company’s management feels
that there is enough space for
two players and brands in the
Indian market.
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The Finance
Ministry on

Thursday said it is
planning to come
out with a share sale
offer of two recently
listed insurance
companies — GIC
and New India
Assurance.

S t a t e - o w n e d
reinsurer General
I n s u r a n c e
Corporation of India
(GIC) was listed on
the bourses in
October last year,
while New India
Assurance Company
Ltd made its stock
market debut in November
last year.

The Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM)
Thursday invited expression of
interest (EoI) from merchant
bankers and selling brokers
for managing the offer for sale
(OFS) of GIC and New India
Assurance.

Merchant bankers, who
can bid singly or as a consor-
tium, can apply for assisting the

Government in the stake sale
process by December 7, 2018,
said the EoI floated by DIPAM.

General insurer New India
Assurance had raised �9,600
crore in the initial public offer
(IPO) and had priced its shares
at �770-800 a piece.

At 1515 hours, shares of
New India Assurance were
trading at �220.20 apiece, up
0.30 per cent over last close on
the BSE.

Reinsurance company GIC

has fixed the price band at
�855-912 for its IPO last year,
through which it raised �11,370
crore.

Shares of GIC were trading
at �309.75, down 0.21 per cent
over previous close on the
BSE.

So far in current fiscal, the
Government has raised over
�15,200 crore through PSU
stake sale. The budgeted dis-
investment target for the fiscal
is �80,000 crore.
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Loss-making national carri-
er Air India plans to mop

up �700-800 crore by selling
over 70 residential and com-
mercial properties spread
across the country, a senior air-
line official said on Thursday.

This fresh bid is a part of
the airline’s real estate assets
monetisation plan approved
by the then UPA Government
in 2012. As per the plan, Air
India had to the garner funds
to the tune of �5,000 crore
between April 2014 and March
2021, with an annual target of
�500 crore from FY13 onwards.

The properties, which are
spread over 16 cities pan India,
will be e-auctioned through the
state-run auctioneer MSTC.

“We are expecting to raise
about �700-800 crore by e-auc-
tioning of these over 70 prop-
erties, which comprises both
residential as well as commer-
cial. Some of these properties
are those which we put up on
the block earlier but could not
get a buyer,” the official said.

Last month, Air India had put
14 properties on sale, in cities such
as Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai,
Bengaluru, Pune and Amritsar.

Air India’s debt burden
stands around �55,000 crore,
besides huge accumulated loss-
es. According to its audited
accounts, the airline’s total loss-
es stood at �47,145.62 crore in
2016-17.
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Haier — a Home Appliances
& Consumer Electronics

maker — opened a first of its
kind experience store in Lajpat
Nagar, New Delhi. Spread
across 3,000 sq. ft. area, this
experience store showcases
advanced products from Haier
to help consumersmake their
lifestyles future-ready. 

Its U+ smart living oper-
ating system gives a sneak
peek into a connected world
where home appliancesare
synced and interconnected
with each other. 
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��Overwhelmed with
the response for the first tranche
of highway projects under the toll-
operate-transfer (TOT) model,
union minister for roads and
highways Nitin Gadkari Thursday
said he expects the second tranche
to fetch over �10,000 crore.

The maiden bundle of nine

highway projects under TOT
was a huge success, which was
over subscribed and had
fetched NHAI �9,681 crore.

“We are positive that the
second round will also get a
similar response. I personally
expect it to fetch �10,000 crore,
more than what we got for the

first tranche,” Gadkari told
reporters here. The minister
was in the megapolis here to
attend the road show organised
by the ministry and NHAI to
attract investors for the second
tranche of highway projects of
586 km under toll-operate-
transfer (TOT) basis. PTI
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India’s exports rose by 17.86
per cent to $26.98 billion in

October mainly due to the low
base effect even as trade deficit
widened to $17.13 billion,
according to the Commerce
Ministry data.

The exports on monthly
basis were down compared to
$27.95 billion in September.  

Imports during October
also rose by 17.62 per cent to
$44.11 billion, leading to
widening of trade deficit to
$17.13 billion.

The deficit widened despite
a steep decline of 42.9 per cent
in gold imports to $1.68 billion
during the month under
review. 

The trade gap was $14.61
billion in October 2017.

Exporters attributed close
to 18 per cent growth in
exports in October to a
favourable base effect, as the
foreign shipments in the com-
parable month of the previous
fiscal were quite low at $22.89
billion. 

The Federation of India
Export Organisations (FIEO)
said that exports in October last
year were even lower than that
of September this year.

Base effect is responsible
for the high growth in October,
it said.

Sharing similar views,
Engineering Export Promotion
Council of India (EEPC) said
that high growth in October
has come about on the back of
a favourable base effect.

FIEO President Ganesh
Gupta demanded for aug-
menting the flow of credit as
the sharp decline does not
augur well for the sector. 

The sectors which record-
ed healthy growth in October
includes petroleum (49.3 per
cent), engineering (8.87 per
cent), chemicals (34 per cent),
pharma (13 per cent), and
gems and jewellery sector (5.5
per cent).

On the other hand, exports
of several agri commodities
recorded negative growth and
that includes coffee, rice, tobac-
co, cashew and oil seeds.
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Telecom companies have
completed installation of

5 lakh mobile towers in the
country till date with a total
investment of �10.44 lakh
crore, industry body COAI
said Thursday. 

“COAI...Congratulated
the telecom industry on the
landmark achievement of
installing 5 lakh mobile tow-
ers, taking the total BTS
count to over 20 Lakh,” the
industry body said in a state-
ment.

A mobile tower can house
several base stations (BTS) of
different telecom service
providers. 

“The telecom industry
has been closely working with
the government in building a
well-entrenched communi-
cation infrastructure and till
date, the industry has invest-
ed �10.44 lakh crore to this
end,”the statement said.

According to the data
shared by the industry body,
the sharp growth in expan-
sion of mobile tower was
fuelled by 4G BTSs.
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Five Saudi officials face the
death penalty for the mur-

der of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi who was dismem-
bered inside the kingdom’s
Istanbul consulate, but Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
was not involved, the prosecu-
tor said on Thursday.

The announcement fol-
lows growing international out-
cry over the killing of
Khashoggi, a Washington Post
columnist and critic of the
Saudi rulers who was last seen
entering the consulate on
October 2 to obtain paperwork
for his marriage.

Khashoggi died after being
drugged and then dismem-
bered, a spokesman for the
public prosecutor’s office said
in the first Saudi confirmation
of how he was killed.

The journalist’s body parts
were then handed over to an
agent outside the consulate
grounds, the spokesman said.

He denied Prince
Mohammed had any knowl-
edge of the murder.

The deputy chief of Saudi
Arabia’s intelligence, General

Ahmed al-Assiri, gave the
order to repatriate Khashoggi
— and “the head of the nego-
tiating team” that flew to the
Istanbul consulate had ordered
his murder, the spokesman
said.

After repeated denials,
Saudi Arabia finally admitted
in mid-October that Khashoggi
had been murdered at the
compound, but blamed it on a
“rogue” operation.

The prosecutor has
requested the death penalty for
the five who “are charged with
ordering and committing the
crime and for the appropriate
sentences for the other indict-
ed individuals,” an official
statement published by state
news agency SPA said.
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Turkey on Thursday said
the Saudi statement over

the murder of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi was “insufficient”
and insisted that the killing was
“premeditated.” 

“We find all those steps
positive but insufficient,”
Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu said in a televised
speech.

His comments came short-
ly after Saudi Arabia admitted
that 59-year-old Khashoggi
was drugged and dismembered
inside the kingdom’s Istanbul
consulate last month.

Riyadh’s public prosecutor
said the journalist’s body parts
were then handed over to an
agent outside the consulate
grounds and that five Saudi
officials were facing the death
penalty over the murder.
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Sri Lankan lawmakers on
Thursday exchanged blows

and threw objects at each other,
leaving at least one of them
bleeding, as MPs loyal to
President Maithripala Sirisena
surrounded the Speaker in his
chair after Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa, who lost
a floor test, demanded fresh
elections to resolve the raging
political turmoil.

Trouble erupted when
Speaker Karu Jayasuriya agreed
to a request from ousted pre-
mier Ranil Wickremesinghe’s
United National Party (UNP)
that a vote be taken on a state-
ment made by Rajapaksa
demanding fresh polls.

Jayasuriya had allowed
Rajapaksa to make a statement
as a member of parliament
after stating that he does not
recognise the claim of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)
leader who lost a no-confidence
motion on Wednesday.

“I was the president and
premier, so this Prime
Minister’s post is not impor-
tant,” Rajapaksa said.

“I urge all 225 members to
join me in calling for a fresh elec-
tion. We want a general election,”
he said, adding that a fresh elec-
tion was the best way to resolve
the crisis. UNP legislator
Lakshman Kiriella urged
Jayasuriya to take a vote by
name, showing the loss of con-
fidence over Rajapaksa’s remarks.
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China said on Thursday that
15 foreign ambassadors

exceeded their diplomatic roles
by issuing a letter expressing
concern about the incarcera-
tion of hundreds of thousands
of members of the country’s
Muslim minorities in re-edu-
cation camps.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying told
reporters at a daily briefing that
it would be “problematic” if the
diplomats were attempting to
put pressure on local authori-
ties in the northwestern region
of Xinjiang, where the deten-
tions have taken place.
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Astronomers have discov-
ered a frozen ‘super Earth’

orbiting the closest solitary
star to the Sun, a breakthrough
that could shine light on our
planet’s nearest planetary
neighbours.

The potentially rocky plan-
et, known as Barnard’s star b,
is a ‘super-Earth’ and orbits
around its host star once every
233 days, said researchers from
Queen Mary University of
London in the UK.

The findings, published in
the journal Nature, show the
planet lies at a distant region
from the star known as the
‘snow line’.

This is well beyond the
habitable zone in which liquid
water, and possibly life, could
exist, researchers said. The
planet’s surface temperature is
estimated to be around minus
170 degrees Celsius, meaning
it is likely to be a frozen world
which is uninviting to Earth-
like life, they said. However, if
the planet has a substantial
atmosphere the temperature
could be higher and conditions
potentially more hospitable.

“Barnard’s star is an infa-
mous object among
astronomers and exoplanet sci-
entists, as it was one of the first
stars where planets were ini-
tially claimed but later proven
to be incorrect. 
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Embattled British Prime
Minister Theresa May’s

leadership was in jeopardy and
faced a possible vote of no con-
fidence after Brexit Secretary
Dominic Raab, Indian-origin
minister Shailesh Vara and two
other ministers resigned
Thursday from her divided
Cabinet over UK’s “half-baked”
divorce deal with the European
Union.

Minutes after Vara stepped
down as Northern Ireland min-

ister, Prime Minister
May was hit by a big-
ger blow as her Brexit
Secretary Dominic
Raab resigned from
the Cabinet saying
he “cannot in good
conscience” support
the draft of the withdrawal
agreement with the 28-member
bloc.

Hours after a spate of res-
ignations, prominent Brexiteer
Jacob Rees-Mogg directly chal-
lenged May in the House of
Commons. He later submitted

a letter of no confi-
dence in her leadership
of the Conservative
Party. 

Vara, Conservative
Party MP for North-
West Cambridgeshire,
who has been a minis-

ter in the Northern Ireland
Office since January, said, “We
are a proud nation and it is a
sad day when we are reduced
to obeying rules made by other
countries who have shown that
they do not have our best
interests at heart. 
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Last week there was a horrendous acci-
dent in Delhi where an allegedly

drunk driver hit the kerb, crossed the
median and smashed into another car,
killing one and grievously injuring
another. Now, while the blame for this
accident, prima facie should lie with the
driver who smashed through the kerb,
especially if the allegations of being
drunk are true, there is another factor in
play over here. That is the poor design
of the road median in India. The fact that
Indian city planners feel that a one-foot
kerb is enough to stop a speeding
motorcycle let alone a car is one that is
wrong. Far from stopping the vehicles,
the kerb design makes most accidents
worse by often launching the vehicle into
oncoming traffic at a height. 

Whenever one travels to the devel-
oped world, you see the pavements on
the side of the road are at short heights.
And on the median, even if it has trees
or other beautification, there is the
standard metal barrier protecting vehi-
cles from going over into the other lane,
in most cases by absorbing the energy
of the impact. In India, roads are poor-
ly designed, often by the whims of local
politicians. While the construction of
Indian highways has improved marked-
ly in the past few years, a recent study
said that a large chunk of the Delhi-Jaipur
highway, one of India’s best, was unsafe.
But newly-constructed roads despite

their flaws are better than older ones. The
Eastern Peripheral Expressway around
Delhi had gaps in barriers and slow-mov-
ing traffic but after access control things
have improved.

Construction does not mean that
during  construction things improve,
often they get worse  The state of the
Delhi-Panipat highway currently under
construction is downright dangerous.
And even in cities like Delhi, poor plan-
ning and the desperate need for jugaad
solutions have made road construction
sites dangerous. The stretch under RTR
Flyover on Outer Ring Road, itself the
best example of poor planning, is often
closed at night with traffic diverted onto
the oncoming lane with no lights, warn-
ing or traffic dividers. Not even plastic
ones. And this is a stretch where heavy
commercial vehicles regularly operate at
night. Accidents and deaths are
inevitable.

It is mighty easy to blame the dri-
ver in cases like that. And shoddy
police work condemns the drivers to be
“inebriated” even if they’re not. The lack
of proper metal barriers and dividers and
the absence even of low-cost solutions
like wire-barriers have made things
quite difficult for the Indian driver
making them take the blame in instances
that they should not. It is high time that
authorities realised that roads share an
alarmingly high proportion of the blame.
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At a time when food seems to dominate our feeds
as a lifestyle imagery, a Korean show has combined

a pop-up idea with a live act to birth a new medium
of entertainment. Cookin’ Nanta, a non-verbal come-
dy from Korea that makes use of kitchen tools as musi-
cal instruments, sort of like stomping with knives, had
the city in thrall recently. So it was a story of cooks who
have to cram for a big wedding after their mean man-
ager (Yohan Hwang) asks them to prepare a grand ban-
quet at a few hours notice. To add to the frenzy, the
manager’s mischievous nephew (Junghwan Hyun) joins
the kitchen to learn how to cook, thereby messing up
everyone’s synchronisation. They chop together, strik-
ing the cutting boards with knives and use salt shak-
ers as maracas to produce rhythmic and percussive
sounds.

The result is an interactive and entertaining fam-
ily show. Explains Changhwan Ko, who played the head
chef, “The show is full of acrobatics, magic tricks and
comedy. That is why it’s fun to watch. Nanta means to
strike relentlessly, which connects to the story of the
performance, where cheerful rhythms combine the
modern beats and Korean folk music (samul nori).” 

As the show has been running for more than 20
years, its overbearing manager says, “The original story
and episodes still continue to this day. But over the years
we have incorporated several slight changes on direct-
ing. We have opted for the non-verbal format so that
it is easily understood by the contemporary audience
and enjoyed by the people of any age group.”

Asked how a non-verbal play was written, read and
comprehended, he told us, “The non-verbal play is writ-
ten as usual plays or musical performances. But we then
convert them according to the ease of emotional expres-
sions since they don’t have lines. In order to present a
character’s emotions through multiple expressions and
movements, the acting is mostly physical and exagger-
ated. This brings in a comic element. The audience can
easily understand, relate themselves to the situation-
al context and enjoy the performance in that way.”

The artists start practicing at least six months before
with drums, knives, fire and pots before presenting a
choreographed flow. Practice is the only key to suc-
cess. The perfection in rhythm and synchronisation
is the result of their hard work. The show has been run-
ning in South Korea since 1997 and has toured in over
314 cities of 28 countries across the globe. It even had
a year-long run in Broadway, a prestigious claim for
an Asian production with no dialogue.

It wasn’t that Indians weren’t
aware of Lake Como in Italy.
But what Isha Ambani’s

engagement and Ranveer-
Deepika’s wedding at villas there
have done is to make it the next
aspirational benchmark on our
social calendar. 

“After Ranveer and Deepika’s
wedding, Indians are discovering
Lake Como in Italy as a ceremo-
nial destination. The place was
already quite popular among elite
Indians and this wedding will give
it a fillip.  As November marks the
end of the season at Lake Como,
we are already receiving inquiries
for the fresh season starting from
March 2019 and also for the wed-
dings and engagements in 2020-
21. Going by the trend, the place
will soon become a favourite for

weddings, unions and vacations
with the unique spectacular villas
and historical hotels, sophisticat-
ed atmosphere, delicious food
options and proximity to interna-
tional airports,” says Karan Anand,
Head, Relationships, Cox & Kings.

The interest in Italy as an
event destination has been gath-
ering pace, especially after the
wedding of cricketer Virat Kohli
and actor Anushka Sharma in
Tuscany last year. As Manmeet
Ahluwalia, Marketing Head,
Brand Expedia, enunciates, “Italy
has been a popular destination
among Indian travellers and con-
tinues to attract them with tempt-
ing food, awesome architecture,
diverse scenery and amazing art.
The privacy of its mansions and
villas has made it a preferred des-

tination for honeymooners and
people travelling with their fam-
ily and friends from India. We
have also seen a year-on-year
increase of 35-40 per cent  in
bookings from India. Destinations
like Rome, Venice, Florence,
Naples and Milan have tradition-
ally been popular among trav-
ellers. However, celebrities choos-
ing Tuscany, Lake Como, Lake
Iseo and Amalfi Coast as their
wedding destinations are also
likely to increase the tourist foot-
fall in these destinations in the
future.”

Of all destinations, Lake
Como has acquired exclusivity by
virtue of its history, cultural soirees
and more recently as a holiday
hideaway of Hollywood biggies
like George Clooney and Robert
De Niro.  And then there were the
Bond films with wide angle
sequences choreographed on the
lake with azure waters that is
fringed by woods of the thickest
green, fairytale castles, rolling
estates and the sun-kissed hills.
Once the retreat of the Milanese
aristocracy, famous artistes,
philosophers, scientists and writ-
ers made it their home  away from
their homes in the city. The
Romantic poets sought inspiration
and revival in its 
salubrious climes. English poet PB
Shelley, who lived by Lake Como
for many months while attempt-
ing recovery from consumption,
then described it as the “most
beautiful lake I have ever seen.”
American novelist  Mark Twain
called it a  “heaven of quiet rest.”

The landscape, the tranquili-
ty, the connection to heritage and
the natural elegance continue in
boutique properties and water-
front homes, which have drawn
solace-seeking Hollywood celebri-
ties. And it is this little cul de sac
of medieval repose with wisteria
wraps that has made Lake Como
a  glamorous  destination. The
estate owners have only upped
expectations by customising com-
forts, services, 
boat rides and even arranging 
spectacles. From May to October,
the estates see a wedding every
weekend — English, American,
Russian and Indian among them
— and command a steep location
fee. Ranveer and Deepika report-
edly spent �1 crore for their four
day jamboree on security and �4
crore on private yacht services.

It is one thing to read about Shivaji
in a comic strip and visualise him

within laid down references and con-
texts. But when a storyteller describes
the valour of the Maratha warrior and
the way his sword cut through the
enemies like lightning, you embed a
picture of him in your mind forever.
That’s why folk ballads like
Maharashtra’s Powada can popu-
larise history and weave fantasy from
our mythic traditions.

While the stories have been told
over the years, it is only now that the
content is being re-interpreted by a
fresh breed of storytellers who have
stiff competition from digital content
and are trying their best to wean away
an audience that hardly has any time
to look up from their phone even
while they are eating. Kathakaar,
India’s only oral storytelling festival,
which involves raconteurs from all
over the world, has been plodding on
for the past eight years and its latest
edition is being held at the Indira
Gandhi Centre for the Arts (IGNCA)
from November 16-18. The three-day
event, organised by IGNCA in collab-
oration with Nivesh, will witness
immersive storytelling sessions
focussing on India’s rare art forms as
well as native tales from Africa, the
UK, Greece, Poland, Russia and Iran. 

Shaguna Gahilote, festival co-
director, says, “At a time when even
adults find it difficult to leave their
phone, we ask the parents to bring
their children minus the phone in the
evening session. Once the storyteller
starts telling a tale, you should see the
expressions on their faces. Both chil-
dren and adults are so involved. The
connection that you make with peo-
ple, if you can tell a story well, is amaz-
ing. They are looking at the performer
but they are lost as they are visualis-
ing the story. It is playing on their
imagination and they are building on
it. If you start storytelling in school,
you build on communication and
improve it.”

Interestingly, the festival over the
years has seen the audience span from
ages eight to 80. And Shaguna says
that in the long run this would ulti-
mately revive and encourage reading
habits among children. “We started
the festival in 2010 around the same
time as the Right to Education was
introduced where in every annexure
it was mentioned that all schools
should have a library with books and
newspapers. As part of UNESCO, we
had been building libraries in under-
privileged schools but not all children
would run up and grab the books.
Some would, out of curiosity but
would not read them. Someone had
to read out the books to them to make

it interesting.” It was this realisation
that led to a lot of brain-storming
where she realised that there was no
written word at one point of time. “We
heard so many stories that were real-
ly ancient. These were oral stories that
are told all over the world whether it
is Russia, Africa or Europe,” she
adds.

So along with her sister, she
decided to get on board people who
could tell stories well. “Of course, we
needed very good storytellers to get
the audience involved. And then you
could tell them that if you want to find
the story again, you can read it in that
book. We knew that children are more
likely to go back to books in this man-
ner rather than when they are pres-
surised to do so. A book becomes
almost like a box where they can pull
out these stories. It is getting children
to read and if they read well, they will
do maths and science better and when
that happens, they are more likely to
stay in school. It is a full circle and sto-
rytelling is at the beginning of it,” says
Shaguna.

However, while initially the story
tellers’ festival started with the aim to
preserve the old folk tales, somewhere
along the line it also became a cele-
bration of storytelling. “There are so

many varied formats and forms in
India. There is drama and perfor-
mance. This gives the Indian story-
tellers an equal platform with the
international ones as well. It also
boosts their confidence as there is a
newer audience coming in. Moreover,
the next generation is more likely to
pick it up and take storytelling fur-
ther,” says she.

When the Gahilote sisters started
out, it was initially difficult to get audi-
ence even though parents are always
looking for activities to do with chil-
dren. “We started with an audience of
250 people. It has grown slowly over
eight years by word-of-mouth public-
ity and now we see footfalls of up to
10,000 plus for three days,” she says. 

Getting the right people to tell the
stories lies at the heart of the festival.
“We are looking at brilliant perform-
ers. A lot of people tell you or write
to you saying that they do storytelling,
including publishers, who say that my
writer also has that skill. But often
they are just reading from a book. sto-
rytelling is no less a performance art.
It is a stand-up, theatre, singing, play-
ing a musical instrument all rolled
into one to hold the audience,” she
says. 

Variety is of the essence. “We look

for different stories that have not been
told. Sometimes we get storytellers
who tell Indian tales that are an adap-
tation. We get puppeteers from Kerala
and also the Pandhwanis.” One of the
highlights of the festival will include
Sadhguru, founder of Isha
Foundation, turning into a storyteller
during a session with singer-song-
writer and musician Mohit Chauhan
who is also the patron of the festival. 

Filmmaker Imtiaz Ali and actor
Pankaj Tripathi will share their
favourite tales and journey into the
world of films and storytelling. Noted
theatre artist Danish Hussain will pre-
sent an adaptation of Qissa Urdu Ki
Aakhri Kitaab Ka, originally written
by Pakistani poet Ibn-e-Insha.
Shaguna herself will dramatise the
story of Mahatma Gandhi to mark
150 years of the Indian independence
leader’s birth anniversary.
International storytellers include
Godfrey Duncan, the man behind the
storytelling revival in UK, Michal
Malinowski, who has helped keep the
art alive in Poland and Xanthe
Gresham, an Oxford University alum-
nus. They will narrate tales from
Africa, Iran, Poland, Greece and
India. Indian storytellers include the
Phad storytellers from Rajasthan,
Pandavani by the powerhouse Ritu
Verma and more.

However, the festival tries to
break out of the mould of the “moral
of the story”. As Shaguna says, “Good
folk tales or Panchatantra stories
have social messaging in the end. But
when every thing has a message, no
one will like it. There are hidden mes-
sages and the audience is intelligent
enough to decode it.”

So while relating a popular tale
from England about a boy who goes
shopping alone as his mother is
unwell, Shaguna does not state the
underlying message. “While  select-
ing a pup, he picks a three-legged one
and when the salesperson says that it’s
useless, he raises his trouser to reveal
a wooden leg. He says that he would
understand the pup better. There is
empathy involved but I never use the
word. I do not have to ingrain it.”  

Of course, the storytelling for
children and adults is a bit different.
“Sometimes completely different tales
are told in the evening. If there is an
entirely adult audience, you can even
do a very sensuous telling of the story
which is never done in the morning
session. Or maybe the same tale is told
to both while obliterating gory details
for children. Vikram Betal is a nice
easy tale for a child but may be when
telling it to an adult,  it can be relat-
ed how he bled to death or how he
was killed,” she says. 
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The sitar played throughout the night at the
Indus Express in Taj Vivanta Dwarka while

I gorged on some authentic Kashmiri cuisine.
In wazwan, a traditional Kashmiri platter with
36 dishes, it is the goshtaba that usually is the
centrepiece but this evening it was the Roganjosh
that stole the show. The chicken was wiped clean
off the bone by those sitting at the table. The
first time that I had a goshtaba was in 2016, from
a tin can that I bought at a general store in
Jammu. It was no DIY goshtaba but the entire
cooked dish in a can. The freshness was ques-
tionable but that was my first tryst with the cui-
sine of Kashmir. The sour taste of the curd based
gravy was miles apart from the Lucknawi and
Delhi food that I had eaten thus far. 

Along the way, I have eaten mutton kebabs
and rogan josh at a Kashmiri friend’s house but
nothing quite as exquisite as the one that Chef
Sewa Singh from Vivanta Dal View, Srinagar had
prepared. 

The mutton seekh, butt haakh saag, rajma,
rogan josh and goshtaba along with a flavoured
Gucchi pulao and missi roti from the wazwan
made me feel that I was at a wedding in Kashmir. 

The evening began with saffron milk which
was followed by a lightly flavoured lamb and a
vegetable shorba. For the lamb, he used stock
made with lamb bones and for the vegetable one
a vegetable-based stock with the same spices
were used. It made sure that the original flavour
of the ingredients remain intact while they mix
it with subtle spices.

In comparison, the Dilli ka khana and
Lucknawi food at The Imperial, which is also
doing a food festival much like Taj Vivanta
Dwarka, brought out stronger flavours. The
Kashmiri food had a light spice palette
and the Delhi and Lucknow
kebabs and qorma were
more accented in com-
parison. 

“Dilli food repre-
sents the confluence
of many cultures and
the flavours are more
dominating and
inspired by the cuisine
of neighbouring regions,
whereas, Lucknawi food is
steeped in tradition and the recipes
are passed down from generations. They con-
verge in terms of spices and traditions which
have been carried through the years,” said the
chefs, Ved Prakash and Mirza Munnawar Baig. 

At the Imperial, there were multiple kebabs
made in the Awadhi style, like Dahi ke kebab
as well as Chakundar aur ramdana ki tikki, a
beetroot and quinoa pattie shallow fried which
stole the show. The non-vegetarian options like
the Kakori kebab and the Sufiyan Murgh ki
ashrafiyan melted in the mouth as did the Dilli
6 ka mutton qorma. The qorma, which is lamb
simmered in its own juices with yoghurt and
spices, was enough to transport one to the 19th
century Delhi darbar. Chef Ved proudly said that
Dilli 6 is the origin point of the capital’s cuisine
as the newer part of the city is too heterogenous
to have a food identity and culture. 

Mirza added that the Lucknawi chicken
biryani is an aromatic and mouth watering  dish
with succulent chicken in layers of fluffy rice,
fragrant spices and caramelised onions. It has
been an integral part of the Indian Mughlai culi-

nary tradition and the chef tried his best to
retain the authentic taste.

It should include browned onions, cilantro,
yogurt, saffron and more, said Chef Mirza. “If
you take a fistful of good biryani and throw it
on a plate, the rice should scatter as fluffy grains
and not clump together. The meat or chicken
should be well done, moist with thick juices and
traditionally with bone which is unlike the
Indian pulao which is prepared with all the
ingredients together in one dish along with the
added liquids. Therefore, the mouthfeel and
taste are expected to be quite different,” said Chef
Mirza.

Chef Prakash and Mirza of Lucknow,
ended the afternoon soiree with a cook out dur-
ing which the former made fresh Shahi tukda’s,
a famed dessert from Old Delhi. Triangular cut
bread was first fried and then immersed in

chashni to be dressed in khoya and dry
fruits. The resultant product

was a hot and succulent
piece of bread that is a

delight for sweet lovers.
In comparison, the
chef from Lucknow,
Mirza, had no dessert
to offer. 

At Vivanta, Singh
offered three — a phirni,

a fig ice cream and a
halwa — each appealing to

different kind of dessert lovers. If
you want a mildly sweet end to the meal, opt
for the phirni which was decorated with saffron
but if you want a rich explosion of taste in your
mouth go for the halwa. And the fig ice cream
has a fresh and captivating taste that will leave
you asking for more. Like a hospitable host, we
were topped up with kahwa, a lightly flavoured
tea with saffron and dry fruits. The Taj Vivanta
is offering The Valley Beckons menu till
November 25 during dinner while The Clash
of The Titans at Daniell’s tavern at The Imperial
will begin on November 17 and go on till the
24. 

Why choose the onset of winter for a festi-
val like this? The chefs said that this is the per-
fect time to enjoy Lucknowi and Dilli food because
of the spice levels in the food keeps us warm in
this season. It is also quite nutritious because of
the bone stock used in the meat dishes.

And the reason why The Imperial chose to
put the two cousin cuisines together was to make
sure that people can identify certain dishes with-
in a particular cuisine as they have the same roots.

Fueled with passion and skill, Chef
Garima Arora, who started her
own restaurant GAA in Bangkok,

a dinner-only fine dining restaurant
serving world cuisine, has become the
first Indian woman to receive a Michelin
star.  

The coveted recognition in the
culinary world came as a surprise to her
on October 30. And more than two
weeks down the line, it is yet to sink in. 

Garima’s story is a classic tale of
what resilience and willingness to tra-
verse boundaries for dreams can lead to.
She was in her early twenties and fresh
out of journalism school, when she
decided that if she wanted to pursue her
dream of becoming a chef it made sense
to start early since the profession
requires long hours and physical
strength. Between mid-2000s to now,
she’s covered the entire arc from study-
ing at Le Cordon Bleu to working in
Gordon Ramsay’s kitchen to starting her
own restaurant after a few months at
Chef Gaggan Anand’s restaurant Gaggan
in Bangkok. 

And this is just on the professional
front. On the personal, she also navigates
the challenge of a long-distance marriage
as her husband works and lives in
Mumbai while she’s in Bangkok. No one
can dispute that her dreams are made
of hard work and sacrifices. “My dad has
always been a huge influence in my life.
From him, I learnt that cooking was
actually fun. As a youngster I spent a lot
of time with him in the kitchen and I
think that stayed with me,” she said. 

But cooking in Paris at Le Cordon
Bleu gave her a worldview that a home
kitchen obviously did not provide.
“Leaving India you have so many things
different. Just in terms of ingredients,
flavour combination that we don’t have,
that was something innovative for me.
I studied classic French food and that
gives you a very different perspective on
cooking,” she said.  

When asked what the name of her
restaurant meant, she replied like a proud
mama that it was derived from her name.
Opening a restaurant in Bangkok was
unplanned in a way, she said. She was
offered a job at the Gaggan Anand group
and after a few months their investors
asked if she would want to open her own
restaurant. “It was by chance that I
moved here. I was supposed to go to
India but I am happy here which is why
I stayed back,” she said. A truly global
individual, her life has taken her across
the world and back.  

Her restaurant serves two menus,
the vegetarian one with 10 items and the
non-vegetarian one with 14. “The idea
is to find and explore the connection
between India and Thailand through
flavours and techniques. The smaller
meal lasts about two hours and the long
one lasts for around 2.5 hours,” she said.
The evening begins with smaller dish-
es and then goes on to the main ones.
“We look for unique ingredients. We
work with the indigenous parts of
Thailand and the North Eastern part of
India, that is our primary concentration.
So many ingredients get lost because

nobody knows how to use them. We like
to give the guest from any city flavours
that they have never tasted before.
During the meal it is possible that you
are eating ingredients or flavour com-
binations for the very first time in your
life. This is our signature. We do a straw-
berry and caviar dish mixed with a herb
like lemon and pudina (mint) that is
found only in the northern part of
Thailand.  The guests are always
extremely surprised by the combination
but it is one of our hot-selling dishes,”
she said. They also have a large collec-
tion of wines and as the meal progress-
es so does the wine pairing with the
food. When asked if she thought of her
restaurant as a follower of the school of
thought of slow food, she said that while
she wasn’t sure about categorising it, her
menu definitely made for thoughtful and
deliberate eating.

After the #MeToo movement in
Hollywood, multiple stories from the
hospitality sector in the West have
come to the fore. When asked about
policies at her restaurant, Chef Garima
said that they were very strict about
workplace safety. Staff members are
encouraged to report incidents of harass-
ment by peers or guests that take place
right away. “I take this very seriously.
Any sort of misbehaviour within the
staff or even from the guest towards my
staff, is never accepted. And my staff has
clear instructions that the minute it hap-
pens, they should  let us know so that
we can take immediate action. We
don’t wait,” she said, adding that 50 per
cent or more of her staff are women. 

She believes that women need to
stop pulling each other down and then
they can help each other up. “If we don’t
support each other and don’t pave the
way for the next generation what’s the
point of it all,” she said. 

Did she face any harassment
because of her ethnicity or gender? She
doesn’t deny facing difficulties but said
that she doesn’t know if her gender or
being brown had anything to do with it.
“I have worked with amazing chefs who
have been particular about protecting
their staff and taking care of them. I have
not directly had any bad experiences but
that’s not to say it doesn’t happen,” she
said. 

The chef, who has two homes —
one in Mumbai and one in Bangkok —
understood what made the latter city, as
well as that part of the world, so special
while working there. She says that the
warm hospitality and the friendships she
has built have left a beautiful mark on
her. Her biggest takeaway from Ramsay’s
kitchen was humility and learning to
keep her head down and working,
which is what you need to do in the
beginning of your career, she believes.
“Sometimes youngsters don’t under-
stand that you have to put in the hours
and go through the grind,” she said. 

In an industry where there are no
holidays and you’re cooking when oth-
ers are partying, there is no way to sur-
vive it if you think of it as drudgery. “If
you come into work and look at the
clock to see when you’re going to get
home you won’t last a month. It’s just
something you do and it’s not just work,”
she said. 
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Atough road awaits veteran L Sarita Devi and rookie
Manisha Moun as they open India's campaign at the

AIBA Women's World Boxing Championships here on
Friday.

The 36-year-old Sarita, who got a first round bye in
60kg category, faces Diana Sandra Brugger of Swizerland
in the second round.

Sarita, who won a Gold in the 2006 edition held here,
has come into the tournament after winning a bronze each
in the India Open and Silesian Women's Boxing cham-
pionship in Gliwice, Poland this year. Her opponent
Brugger, on the other hand, does not have a formidable
reputation.

But, it will not be an easy outing for the Manipuri as
her opponent has been an
experienced campaigner
having taken part in World
Championships since
2008.

Sarita, seeded fourth
in the tournament,
would be searching for
her second Gold at
home but to do that she will
have to beat the likes of
defending world champion
Yang Wenlu of China and
Rio Olympics Bronze medal-
list Anastasia Beliakova of
Russia. 

On the other hand, the
20-year old Manisha (54kg)
faces 2016 World
Championships Bronze
medallist Christina Cruz of
the United States in her first
round bout.

Manisha won a Silver in
the Senior Nationals and a Gold in the India Open this
year. She also won a Silver in the Silesian Women's Boxing
championship in Poland where she defeated reigning
world champion Dina Zholaman of Kazakhstan.

India's 69kg contestant Lovlina Borgohain also faces
a tough opponent in her first bout on November 18.

���� 351'51

Dominic Thiem still has a chance to reach
the semifinals at the ATP Finals after

beating Kei Nishikori 6-1, 6-4 Thursday.
Thiem, who lost both of

his previous matches at the
season-ending tournament,
needed to win in straight sets
to have any chance of advanc-
ing.

Six-time champion Roger
Federer, however, needs only
to win one set in the late match against
Kevin Anderson to advance alongside
the South African. If Anderson wins in
straight sets, second place will be
decided by who has won a higher per-
centage of games.

Thiem broke twice in the
first set against Nishikori, who won only
one game in his previous match against
Anderson.

Earlier on Wednesday late night, Marin
Cilic keeps his hope alive of making into the

semifinals of season ending ATP Finals
after former US Open champ Croat beat
John Isner 6-7 (2/7), 6-3, 6-4 in ednes-
day's second match.

The Croatian fifth seed had lost
nine of his previous 10 matches at the

Finals, and he looked in danger of
another letdown when he dropped the
first set against Isner.

But Cilic, whose only other Finals
victory came against Kei Nishikori in
2016, had other ideas as he roared back
to take the final two sets.

"I started to feel the ball really well
in the second set. I was playing great ten-
nis towards the end," Cilic said.

Cilic's revival keeps him in with a
chance of qualifying for the semi-finals,
while American eighth seed Isner

still has an outside chance of advancing
despite losing his first two matches.
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Olympic medallist shuttler PV
Sindhu suffered an unexpected
loss in the second round but

Kidambi Srikanth and Sameer Verma
advanced to the quarterfinals to keep
India's flag flying at the Hong Kong
Open World Tour Super 500 tourna-
ment here on Thursday.

World No 4 Sindhu, who was seed-
ed third here, was shown the door by
Hyun Ji Sung of Korea 24-26, 20-22 in
fighting 59 minute duel.

With Sindhu's exit, India's challenge
ended in the women's singles after Saina
Nehwal had made a first round exit.

But India's men's singles shuttlers
had a good day in office with Srikanth
and Sameer progressing to the last
eight round, albeit with contrasting
results.

Fourth seeded Srikanth, who had
claimed a Silver medal at this year's
Commonwealth Games, had to dig
deep in his reservoir to outwit fellow
Indian H S Prannoy 18-21, 30-29, 21-
18 in a thrilling match, clocking an hour
and seven minutes.

Srikanth will now face Japan's Kenta
Nishimoto in the last eight match.

Sameer, however, qualified for the
quarterfinals after his formidable oppo-
nent, Olympic champion Chen Long
pulled out of the competition due to
injury. He will face local hope Lee Cheuk
Yiu on Friday.

Sindhu’s loss, however, was a major
upset despite not being a one-sided
affair. The Indian had recovered from
13-18 down in the first game to make
it 19-19, before the two players traded
points till 24-24. Sung eventually won
two straight points after that to take the
lead in the match.
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Double Olympic medallist wrestler Sushil
Kumar and India's first Asian Games

Gold medallist heptathlete Swapna Barman
were on Thursday dropped from the latest
Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS)
which was revised keeping in mind the 2020
Tokyo Olympics.

Sushil, who won Bronze and Silver
medals respectively in 2008 Beijing and 2012
London Olympics in 66kg freestyle catego-
ry, crashed out in his first qualification bout
at this year's Jakarta Asian Games in the 74kg
and the latest result didn't go in his favour.

Besides Sushil, another big name to have
been dropped from the latest TOPS list,
which was reviewed last in July 18 before the
Asian Games, is Swapna, who created a flut-
ter in Jakarta by becoming India's first Gold
medallist in heptathlon.

Keeping an eye on 2020 and 2024
Olympics, the government's Mission
Olympic Cell on Thursday reviewed three
sporting disciplines -- athletics, wrestling and
weightlifting.

In athletics, the number has been
reduced from 31 to just 10, which includes
two new faces in triple jumper Arpinder
Singh and steeplechaser Avinash Sable, who
will be supported till the 2019 World
Championships.

Besides, star javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra, Seema Punia, Mohammad Anas,
Hima Das, Ayyasamy Dharun, Jinson
Johnson and Sreeshankar Murali are other
athletes who have retained their places in the
new TOPS list.

In addition to the above, the perfor-
mances of Swapna, Manjit Singh (men's
800m and 1500m), Tejaswin Shankar (men's
High Jump), Gavit Murali (men's 10,000m
and Beant Singh (men's 800m) will be
reviewed at the Asian Championships in
April 2019.

In the revised 10-men wrestling list,
Utkarsh Kale (men's 57kg freestyle), Deepak
Punia (men's 86kg freestyle), Divya Kakran
(women's 68kg freestyle) and Sajan (men's

greco-roman 66kg) are the four new
entrants, which also has star grapplers like
Sakshi Malik, Bajrang Punia, Vinesh Phogat
among others.

In weightlifting, the criteria for inclu-
sion in TOPS was set at medal probable for
women lifters and top 10 for men's and on
that basis Ragala Venkat Rahul (men's 96kg)
was included in the list while world cham-
pion Mirabai Chanu (women's 49kg) was
retained in the pruned chart.

Pardeep Singh (105kg) and Rakhi
Halder (63kg) were dropped from the list
while Achinta Sheuli (men's 77kg), Jhili
Dalabehera (women's 49kg) and Jeremy
Lalrinnunga (men's 67kg) were being con-
sidered for the developmental group for the
2024 Olympics.

A SAI official, privy to the develop-
ments, hinted that it will be the end of the
road for Sushil, if he fails to perform in his
next international tournament in the new
weight category.

The top official also said that Swapna
was not included in the list as the standard
of heptathlon in Asian Games in nowhere
close to the world standard.

"The earlier TOPS list was till Asian
Games and now we have reviewed three dis-
ciplines along with their national federations.
All the decisions were made keeping in mind
2020 and 2024 Olympics," the official said,
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In the second game again,
Sindhu fought back from 15-19 to
make it 20-20 but could not force the
match to go into a decider, as Sung
wrapped it up 22-20.

However, mixed doubles pairing
of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Ashwini Ponnappa lost 17-21, 11-21
to Chinese Taipei's Lee Yang and
Hsu Ya Ching to bow out of the tour-
nament.

Men's doubles pair of B Sumeeth
Reddy and Manu Attri also failed to
clear the second round hurdle, los-
ing to Chinese Taipei combination
of Jhe-Huei Lee and Yang Lee 16-21,
15-21.

Earlier, the match between the
two trainees of the Pulella

Gopichand Academy turned
out to be a pulsating contest as
former world no 1 Srikanth did
the catch up act with Prannoy
enjoying the early spoils.

Prannoy, who had defeat-
ed Srikanth at the Senior National
final last year, moved neck-and-neck
till 9-9 before the former jumped to
a 14-10 lead.

Srikanth clawed back at 15-15
before Prannoy again moved
ahead to secure the opening
game.

The second game was a
cliffhanger as the duo played out of

their skin, giving nothing away.
After a close-battle, Srikanth grabbed
a slender 11-10 lead at the break,
which evaporated soon as Prannoy
took a 15-12 lead.

Srikanth again drew parity at 16-
16 and moved to 19-17. However,
Prannoy took two points to make it
19-19.

After that, there was nothing to

separate the two as both kept taking
points alternatively before Srikanth
managed to grab the upper limit of
30 points first to pocket the game
and roar back into the contest.

In the decider, Srikanth contin-
ued his momentum surging to a 11-
4 lead at the interval. Prannoy
caught up at 16-16 before Srikanth
again moved ahead to seal the con-
test. 

Elsewhere world number
Japanese Kento Momota beat coun-
trymen Tsuneyama 17-21, 21-17, 21-
16, while Olympic champion
Spanish Carolina Marin wins 21-14,
21-8, women’s top seed Chinese
Taipei Tai TY triumphs 17-21, 21-
16, 21-9.
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One Indonesian shuttler went

through to the quarterfinal of the
Hong Kong Open badminton tour-
nament and two women's doubles
pairs also won their second round
matches on Thursday.

Jonatan Christie defeated his
compatriot Anthony Sinisuka
Ginting in the Hong Kong Coliseum,
21-15, 25-23 in 54 minutes, and will
face either Kento Momota or Kanta
Tsuneyama in the quarterfinal.

In the women's doubles pairs,
Indonesian Greysia Polii/Apriyani
Rahayu and Riski Amelia
Pradipta/Della Destiara went
through to the quarterfinals of the
tournament.

Greysia/Apriyani defeated South
Korea's Baek Ha Na/Kin Hye Rin 21-
15, 21-18, and Riski/Della beat
Thailand's Jongkolphan
Kititharakul/Rawinda Prajongjai 19-
21, 21-9, 21-10.
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India coach Ravi Shastri on Thursday
said that there won't be any more
"chopping and changing" with the

ODI side with just 13 matches remain-
ing before the opening World Cup game
against South Africa on June 5.

Shastri indicated that from now on,
they will be playing around those 15
players, who are going to board the UK
bound flight.

"We will try to play (those) 15, who
will go to the World Cup. Chopping and
changing is over now. The grace peri-
od is over now," Shastri made it clear
during the pre-departure press confer-
ence ahead of the Australian tour.

"Now it is the time to really get
focussed and play as a unit and then
hopefully not have too many injuries, so
that we don't have to look elsewhere and
take it from there.

"We don't have too many games
now. We have 13 games, so we will look
to play the best team at all times," he
added.

The 13 games include three-match
away series against Australia followed by
five-match series against New Zealand
and then a return five-match series
against Australia at home early next year.

India will play a four-match Test
series beginning on December 6 at

Adelaide and Shastri said that the visi-
tors will have to learn from their expe-
rience in South Africa and England to
challenge Australia.

"I see a lot of progress across all for-
mats and I say that inspite of the
(series) scoreline in England. When you
look at actual performances in condi-
tions that are foreign to us, we are more
than happy," he said.

The coach is hopeful that players
have learnt from their mistakes of pre-
vious tours.

"It is a learning process. If we learn
from the mistakes that we made in South
Africa and England, it will hold us in
good stead in Australia.

"Test cricket obviously is different,
it is the last series that we play before the
World Cup. So the focus will be entire-
ly on the series." 

��  ��������������	��
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Indian captain Virat Kohli on

Thursday staunchly supported Ravi
Shastri, saying the growing perception
of head coach being a "yes" man to the
skipper "is the most bizarre thing he has

ever heard".
"That is the most bizarre thing I

have heard. In Indian cricket, I don't
think there is anyone else who has said
no to me more than him honestly. He

is one guy I can speak to and can get
an honest opinion. I have made more
changes to my game listening to him
than anyone else in the past," said Kohli
before the team's departure.

The 30-year-old spoke on a range
of issues facing the team ahead of the
squad's departure to Australia where it
will play three T20s, four Tests and three
ODIs starting November 21.

Kohli went on to say that not only
him, other players have also learnt
immensely from Shastri.

"His contribution ever since we
started building this team is making
people believe that they belong there.
We all went through a tough time in
2014 (the England tour) and for me to
able to come out of that, and Shikhar
(Dhawan) in the 2015 World Cup, he
can vouch for that. He (Ravi bhai)
knows how to get the best out of the
players," said Kohli.

Batting let the team down in South
Africa and England, leading to a back-
to-back series defeats. With Australia
without the suspended Steve Smith and
David Warner, India have a good
chance of recording a maiden series win
in Australia. But Kohli is not looking too
far ahead.

"There is a lot of room for improve-
ment. That is something we realise as
a team also. We understand what we
need to work on so it is up to the indi-
viduals to take ownership of that," said
Kohli, referring to the batting especially.

"There were lot of things we dis-
cussed after England, on what went
wrong. We felt there was not a lot that
we did wrong but whatever was not
right went extreme. We played good
cricket but the mistakes were also very
extreme.

On the contrary, the bowlers did
well in the last two away tours but Kohli
said all departments must fire in uni-
son to achieve a series win.

"From the last time we went there
(to Australia), fitness levels of the
bowlers are  surely up, which is the most
important factor in Australia. The
pitches can get boring at times, the
Kookaburra doesn't do much. So, it is
about maintaining the pace with which
you start your day."
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Yuvraj Singh was on Thursday
released by Kings XI Punjab ahead

of the Indian Premier League auction
next month while Rajasthan Royals let
go left-arm pacer Jaydev Unadkat after
paying a whopping �11.5 crore for his
services earlier this year.

Delhi Daredevils expectedly released
Gautam Gambhir, who stepped down as
the team's in the middle of the 2018 sea-
son after a poor run of form.

Yuvraj, who last played for India in
June 2017, was bought by KXIP at a base
price of �2 crore at the mega auction held
in January.

Chris Gayle, who too was lapped up
by KXIP at his base price of �2 crore, has
been expectedly retained after a pro-
ductive run in the 2018 edition. The
deadline to retain players ended on
Thursday.

Royals released Unadkat but
retained their another million dollar buy
Ben Stokes. They had paid a whopping
��2.5 crore for the premier England all-
rounder. Senior Australian batsman
Steve Smith has been retained after miss-
ing the 2018 IPL due to the suspension.

Apart from Unadkat, the other
players released by Royals are Anureet
Singh, Ankit Sharma and Jatin Saxena.

Sunrisers Hyderabad has dumped
injured Wriddhiman Saha along with
West Indies T20 captain Carlos
Brathwaite.

Apart from Gambhir, Delhi also
released Jason Roy, Junior Dala, Liam
Plunkett, Mohammed Shami, Sayan
Ghosh, Daniel Christian, Glenn
Maxwell, Gurkeerat Singh Mann and
Naman Ojha.

The retained Delhi players include

captain Shreyas Iyer, Rishabh Pant,
Amit Mishra and teen sensation Prithvi
Shaw, who made his IPL debut in the
previous edition.

Mumbai Indians have retained 18
players but released some top interna-
tional stars like JP Duminy and fast
bowling duo of Pat Cummins and
Bangladesh's Mustafizur Rahman.

The franchise has also released 10
players which include one capped, five
uncapped and four international crick-
eters.

All-rounder Hardik Pandya, Krunal
Pandya, Jasprit Bumrah, Mayank
Markande, Aditya Tare, Ishan Kisan,
Rahul Chahar, Anukul Roy and
Suryakumar Yadav have been retained
by the three-time champions.

To maintain the mix of experience
and youth, the franchise has also retained
Kieron Pollard, Ben Cutting, destructive
opener Evin Lewis and Kiwi pair of
Mitchell McClenaghan and Adam
Milne.

The management has also backed
Australia's T20 specialist Jason
Behrendorff after the left-arm quick was
recalled to the national side to face the
Proteas.
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Pakistan skipper Sarfraz
Ahmed is confident leg-

spinner Yasir Shah and medi-
um pacer Mohammad Abbas
can combine to tame "tough"
New Zealand in the first Test
starting in Abu Dhabi on
Friday.

The fast-rising Abbas took
17 wickets in a two-match Test
series, including a ten-wicket
haul at Sheikh Zayed Stadium
in Abu Dhabi, as Pakistan beat
Australia 1-0 last month.

Abbas, who made his debut
last year, has 59 wickets from
his first 10 Tests and will be
backed by the spin duo of
Yasir and Bilal Asif.

Sarfraz said he
expects more from
Yasir, who managed
just eight wickets
against Australia.

"Yes, our bowling attack is
good," said Sarfraz on
Thursday.

"Abbas has been bowling
superbly while Yasir didn't
look as great as we had expect-
ed, but in this series I expect
more from Yasir."

Yasir has been a match
winner on the neutral venues
of United Arab Emirates
(UAE).

He took 15 wickets in the

1-1 series draw
against New
Zealand in the
UAE in 2014.

But Pakistan have not beaten
New Zealand in a Test series
since 2011, and Sarfraz is not
taking them lightly.

"New Zealand are a good
side and gave us tough times
both in the Twenty20s and one-
day internationals," said Sarfraz
of the preceding series.

Abbas is likely to share the
new ball with Hasan Ali with
Yasir and Asif assisted by
Mohammad Hafeez in spin.

New Zealand skipper Kane

Williamson, who returns to the
squad after missing the third
one-day with a groin strain,
hopes his team adapt fast.

"Obviously, coming into
Pakistan's home series there is
a lot of work to do in terms of
the overseas sides adapting to
the conditions as best as they
can," said Williamson.

"I think it's important that
we adapt with this inexperi-
enced side that we have come
here with and look to learn as
we can and do that quickly
because we want to be playing
our best cricket under these
conditions."
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Zimbabwe's Brendan Taylor
fought valiantly with his second

century of the Test but Bangladesh
won the final match by 218 runs to
end the series at 1-1 on Thursday.

Needing a mammoth 443 to
win, Zimbabwe were bowled out in
the second session on the fifth day
in Dhaka with Taylor remaining
unbeaten on 106.

Taylor's knock of patience and
controlled aggression came from 167
balls and featured ten fours. He had
hit 110 in Zimbabwe's first essay of
304.

Off-spinner Mehidy Hasan was
the wrecker-in-chief on the final day
as he returned bowling figures of 5-
38 -- his fifth five-wicket haul in
Tests.

Mehidy denied Zimbabwe any
chance of repeating their clinical
performance of the first match in
Sylhet that they won by 151 runs.

Taijul Islam added two more
wickets to his five in the first innings
and finished the series with a career
best haul of 18 scalps in two match-
es. He was named the player of the
series.

The home side declared the
first innings on 522 for seven with
Mushfiqur Rahim hitting an unbeat-
en 219 -- the first time a wicket-
keeper hit two double tons in Test
cricket.

The visitors' hopes of securing
a draw rested on the pairing of
Taylor and Peter Moor, whose 139-
run sixth wicket stand in the first

innings took the visitors past the 300
mark.

But once Moor departed after a
79-ball vigil for a paltry 13 runs,
smartly caught at short leg by Imrul
off Mehidy, the Zimbabwe batting
fell flat.

Resuming at 76 for 2, Zimbabwe
lost another key man Sean Williams
for 13 after pace bowler Mustafizur
Rahman provided Bangladesh with
the day's first breakthrough.

Spinner Taijul dismissed
Sikandar Raza for 12 by taking a
sharp return catch to reduce
Zimbabwe to 120 for 4.

But Taylor and Moor saw their
side through to the lunch break with
an unbeaten 41-run stand for the
fifth wicket.

Bangladesh declared their sec-
ond innings on 224 for six at the tea
break Wednesday after skipper
Mahmudullah Riyad completed his
second century in eight years.

The victory was Bangladesh's
first this year and it came after eight
innings in which the Test minnows
could not cross the 200 run mark.

���� #�1'B

Sri Lanka fought back
admirably against

England thanks to a back-
to-the-wall 85 by Roshen
Silva to earn a first-innings
lead of 46 runs in the sec-
ond test on Thursday.

However, Silva's failure
to ground his bat and run
short conceded a rare five
penalty runs to England.

Sri Lanka was all out for
336 in reply to England's
285, boosted to 290 with the
penalty runs at Pallekele
International Stadium.

England faced just one
over before stumps on day
two and promoted Leach to
open the innings. The
nightwatchman negotiated
six deliveries from Dilruwan
Perera without further
drama on a day where
momentum swung both
ways.

At 165-6 and still 120
runs behind England's first-
innings total, the Sri
Lankans were under pres-
sure. But Silva put up a mag-
nificent show, teaming with
the tail to push the hosts in
front. However, the Sri
Lankans will still have to bat
last on a pitch that has
plenty to offer for spin
bowlers.

Silva, in for injured cap-
tain Dinesh Chandimal,

was on 6 when Angelo
Mathews fell for 20, and
from there he stitched some
valuable partnerships with
the lower order to post a
competitive total, Sri
Lanka's highest in the series.

Silva and Niroshan
Dickwella put on 46 runs for
the seventh wicket but the
stand that handed Sri Lanka
the initiative back was the

ninth worth 56 runs
between Silva and Akila
Dananjaya (31). The Sri
Lankans were giving
England a taste of its own
medicine, after England
added 60 runs for the last
wicket.

Suranga Lakmal and
Silva added 28 runs for the
last wicket. Silva was the last
man dismissed when he
attempted to loft Rashid to
the boundary but failed to
clear mid-on.

��'�����India produced a below-par bat-
ting performance managing only 145 for
6 against Ireland, riding on a painstak-
ing half-century from former  skipper
Mithali Raj, in their penultimate group
league encounter of the ICC Women's
World T20 here on Thursday.

Promoted to open the batting, vet-
eran Mithali (51 off 56 balls) added 67
runs in 10 overs with Smriti Mandhana
(33, 29 balls) but the innings never gained
required momentum on a track that
remained a bit damp due to overnight
showers.

The decision to bring in Jemimah
Rodrigues at No 3, didn't quite work out
well as Mithali never got going despite hit-
ting four boundaries and a six.

Having effectively scored 22 off five
deliveries, Mithali scored another 21 off
51 balls. Her failure to rotate the strike
did affect the momentum once
Mandhana was bowled by medium
pacer Kim Garth, trying a wild slog. She

hit four boundaries and a six. Young
Rodrigues hit three fours in his 11-ball-
18 but was stumped off Laura Delany's
wide delivery when she tried to give
charge.

Skipper Harmanpreet hit a six but
was soon dismissed. As wickets fell at one
end, Mithali couldn't shift gears at the
other end. She was finally out in the 19th
over, deceived by a slower delivery from
Garth but India's chances of putting up
a substantial total had gone up in smoke
by then. PTI
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