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Cong-JD(S) registers
4-1 win in
Karnataka bypolls
BJP manages to retain Shivamogga
LS seat, Kumaraswamy’s wife wins
KESTUR VASUKI n BENGALURU

he bypoll results in Karnataka
T
are a major setback for the
BJP and a Diwali gift for the

Record feat
Ayodhya: A new world record was set in the holy city of Ayodhya on the eve of Diwali on Tuesday with over three lakh ‘diyas’ or earthen lamps lit up
simultaneously on the banks of the Saryu river, officials said. Rishi Nath, official adjudicator of the Guinness World Records, made the announcement
that the record was created at the Deepotsav event organised by the state government on the ghats here. “A total of 3,01,152 diyas were lit up
simultaneously for a period of five minutes, which is a new record,” Nath said in the presence of Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and
South Korean First Lady Kim Jung-sook. The target was to illuminate a total of 3.35 lakh diyas on both sides of ghats at Ram Ki Pauri here. “It beat
the earlier record set in Haryana in 2016, where at an event 1,50,009 diyas were lit,” Nath said and hailed the new record as “phenomenal”.
Pix: Pradep Shah / Pioneer

Faizabad renamed as Ayodhya
Yogi keeps mum over Ram Temple issue
PNS n LUCKNOW

ithout making a reference
to the construction of
W
Ram Mandir, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath announced
that Faizabad district would be
renamed as Ayodhya while the
new medical college would be
named after Raja Dashrath. He
also announced setting up of an
airport in Ayodhya which
would be named after Maryada
Purshottam Ram.
When Yogi started his
speech during Deepotsava, the
air was pregnant with expectations that he might make an
announcement about the construction of Ram temple at
Ayodhya because a day earlier
he had said in Haridwar that he
would make a big announcement in Ayodhya. People were
also expecting him to say
something about the con-

HAPPY DIWALI

The Press and Offices of The
Pioneer will remain closed
on Wednesday, November 7,
2018 and Thursday,
November 8, 2018 on
account of Diwali. The next
edition of The Pioneer will
now appear on Saturday,
November 10, 2018.

Will spend
Diwali with
troops: Modi
New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday said
he would celebrate Diwali on
Wednesday with Army jawans
and share pictures of his experience.
Responding to Diwali greetings from Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, Modi
said, "Every year, I visit our border areas and surprise our
troops. This year too, will spend
Diwali with our brave troops.
Spending time with them is special." He said he would share the
photos of the same Wednesday
evening. Modi also thanked
Bibi, as Netanyahu is called, for
the Diwali wishes.
Sources in the Government
had Monday said the prime
minister would offer prayers at
the
Kedarnath
shrine
Wednesday.
PTI

struction of the proposed statue of Lord Rama which is
expected to come up on the
banks of Saryu river.
But Chief Minister preferred to stay away from making any contentious announcement. In his oblique reference
to the aspirations of the people,
he said: “I know what whole of
Ayodhya wants. I want to
assure you that no injustice will
be done to Ayodhya.”
It is believed that when he
talked about aspirations he
meant the construction of Ram
Temple because a delegation of
sants met Chief Minister when
he arrived at Ayodhya and had
a closed door meeting. When
Yogi started his speech, a sadhu
came and gave a paper slip to
him which people thought
contained ‘what sadhus want
CM to say’.
During the speech, people

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath with aristises dressed as Lord Ram, Sita and
Laxman on their arrival for the Deepotsav in Ayodhya on Tuesday
Pradeep Shah/Pioneer

raised slogans demanding the
construction of Ram temple
immediately. “Yogi ek kaam karo,
Ram Mandir ka nirman karo,”
was the slogan raised by the
crowd. But Yogi preferred to toe
a middle path asking people to
listen to him.
In his about 20-minute
speech, he declared that Faizabad
district would be renamed as
Ayodhya as “no one can compromise with the prestige of this
place”. He also declared that the
medical college, which is under
construction, would be known as
Raja Dashrath Medical College
while the airport would be
named after Lord Ram. The
CM even said that Ram ki Pauri
in Ayodhya would be developed
as Har ki Pauri in Haridwar and
no nullah would be allowed to
directly throw its effluent into
Saryu river He also talked about
the government plan of underground cabling.
“When we talk about Lord
Ram, one conjures up an image

of ‘Ram rajya’. In the last fourand-a-half years, the Narendra
Modi government has worked to
bring ‘Ram rajya’. Policies have
been launched under which 36crore bank accounts of poor
people have been opened in
which over `86,000 crore has
been deposited. Under
Ayushman Bharat scheme, poor
are given free healthcare while
they are also given free electric
and gas connections. This is
what a ‘Ram rajya’ where all people are getting benefits from the
state,” he said. He added the
Prime Minister had proposed a
Ramayana circuit starting from
Janakpuri to Sri Lanka to send a
message that India was the
embodiment of peace.
Earlier in the day, he inaugurated projects worth `176
crore for twin cities of Ayodhya
and Faizabad. Governor Ram
Naik, Governor of Bihar Lalji
Tandon and MoS External
Affairs Gen (Retd) VK Singh also
spoke on the occasion.

Congress-JD(S)
alliance
Government. The outcome will
lend
stability
to
the
Kumaraswamy-led
Government and further cement
the alliance, which could give
tough time to the BJP in the 2019
general Lok Sabha elections, said
experts.
The elections were held to
three Lok Sabha constituencies of
Mandya, Ballari and Shivamogga
and two Assembly constituencies
of Ramanagara and Jamakandi.
The JD(S)- Congress combine
won four out of five seats, including two of Lok sabha and two of
State Assembly.
The BJP’s failure to retain the
Ballari LS seat, the constituency
which has been stronghold of
infamous Reddy brothers and
was won by their kin Sriramulu
in 2014, is being termed as major
setback for the party. The BJP
managed to retain the
Shivamogga LS seat
The seat fell vacant after he
resigned to contest the Assembly
election in April.
The BJP fielded Sriramulu’s
sister, J Shantha, and counted on
the influence of the Reddy brothers to retain the prestigious seat.

She was no match for Congress
candidate VS Ugrappa, who won
with record margin of 2,41,000
votes.
The Congress campaign
was coordinated by the party’s
troubleshooter D Shivakumar,
who once proved how an important player he is for the Congress
in the tumultuous State politics.
As expected, in Shivamogga
BJP’s BY Raghavendra, who is
son of former Chief Minister BS
Yeddyurappa won with a margin
of over 52,148 against JD(S)
candidate Madhu Bengarappam
son of former Chief Minister late
S Bangarappa.
LR Shivaramegowda of
JD(S) has won the Vokkaligadominated Mandya parliamentary seat by a big margin of
3,24,943 votes against the BJP’s
Siddaramaiah. Elections in the
three Lok Sabha and two
Assembly constituencies were
held on November 3.
JD(S) leader and Karnataka
Chief
Minister
HD
Kumaraswamy’s wife Anitha
Kumaraswamy won from
Ramanagara Assembly seat by a
margin of 1,09,137 votes, while
Congress leader AS Nyamagouda
bagged Jamakhandi Assembly
seat by nearly 40-thousand votes
by defeating BJP rival Srikant
Kulkarni.
Continued on Page 7

Congress party workers celebrate after win in Karnataka bypolls on Tuesday

PTI

200 frenzied devotees block
woman’s entry to Sabarimala

62 Naxals surrender
in Chhattisgarh

PTI n SABARIMALA

Raipur/New Delhi: Sixty-two
"hardcore Naxals" surrendered
before security forces in
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday, police
in the poll-bound State said, a
development Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh
described as a "huge achievement".
Of the 62 Naxals, 55 surrendered with their arms and
ammunition in Narayanpur
district, Inspector General of
Police (Bastar) Vivekanand
Sinha told PTI.
The "hardcore Naxals" were
working under the Kutul area
committee of the CPI(Maoists),
he said.
"The surrender of such a
large group of Naxals is definitely a positive development
and it will have a psychological
impact on the Maoist cadres,"
he said over the phone, adding
that more Naxals are expected
to surrender in the coming
days.
Polling for the 90-seat
Chhattisgarh Assembly is
scheduled to be held in two
phases - on November 12 for 18
seats and on November 20 for
72 constituencies.
Most of the constituencies
in the first phase fall in the
state's Bastar region. The Naxals
have called for a boycott of the
elections. Soon after the surrender, the home minister said
in a series of tweets that the success of the government's surrender policy was pushing
Naxal cadres to shun the path
of violence.
"Happy to know that a
large number of Left Wing

lapping and chanting
C
‘Ayyappa saranam’, about
200 frenzied devotees surrounded a woman pilgrim on
Tuesday to prevent her from
entering the Sabarimala shrine,
suspecting her to be of menstrual age.
The 52-year-old woman,
identified as Lalitha from Tirur,
had come to the temple with 19
relatives, including women, for
her grandson’s ‘chorunnu’ (rice
giving ceremony).
She was near the ‘nadapandal’ — the area just before
devotees climb the 18 steps to
reach the sanctum sanctorum
— when her group was
blocked by the protesting
mob. Police intervened and
after ascertaining the woman’s
age informed the protesters
that she was not in the
‘barred’ age group and escorted her away.
Local media channels said
journalists were also heckled.
However, police denied that
any such incident took place.
The doors of Sabarimala had
opened for six days on
October 17 for the first time
since the Supreme Court
allowed women of menstruating age group to enter the
shrine, but none could make it
to its hallowed precincts amid
a welter of protests and violent
clashes.
Girls below 10 years of age
and women above 50 have frequently prayed at the temple in
the past. However, the entry of
women of all ages has become

Sabarimala Thathri Kandarau Rajeevararu and Melsanthi AV Unnikrishnan
Namboothiri perform ‘Padipooja’ at Sabarima Temple on Tuesday

a sensitive issue after the
Supreme Court verdict. On
Monday, a 30-year-old woman,
who had reached the base
camp at Pamba along with her
husband and two children,
went back early this morning
without offering prayers.
She had told police that it
was her husband who was
keen that she should worship at
the Ayyappa temple.
Lalitha was later taken to a
hospital after she complained of
uneasiness. However, after a
while she and some of her relatives returned and offered
prayers at the temple, which
opened this morning for the
“Sree Chitira Atta Thirunal”
puja to mark the birth anniversary of the last king of the
princely state of Travancore
Chithira Thirunal Balarama
Varma. As they were speaking
to mediapersons after the ‘darshan’, some of the protesters
heckled them. “We didn’t
expect such a situation,” Lalitha
said.
The Ayyappa temple here

PTI

opened Monday for the second
time in three weeks for a twoday special puja amid unprecedented security over apprehension of protests by those
opposing the Supreme Court
order allowing women of all
age groups into the shrine.
Hundreds of police personnel, including armed commandos, are keeping a tight
vigil in the temple complex and
nearby areas to prevent any
untoward incident.
Following the verdict,
attempts by around a dozen
women, including activists and
journalists in the 10-50 years
age group, to script history
came to nought as frenzied
devotees of Lord Ayyappa
heckled and hassled them and
forced them to retreat.
Both the Congress, the
main opposition party in
Kerala, and the Bharatiya
Janata Party, which is seeking
to expand its footprint in the
state, have lent support to the
agitation against the Supreme
Court verdict.

India's Rohit Sharma celebrates his century during the 2nd T20I match against
West Indies at Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee International Cricket Stadium in
PTI
Lucknow on Tuesday

Extremists have surrendered
before the Police by giving up
their arms in Chhattisgarh. I
congratulate the State Chief
Minister @drramansingh, the
DGP and the police force for
this huge achievement," he said.
Singh said the surrenders
clearly indicated that the
Chhattisgarh government is
effectively pursuing a surrender
and rehabilitation policy for left
wing extremists.
"The success of government's surrender policy is pushing the LWE cadre to shun the
path of violence. I hope that the
other LWE operatives will also
abjure violence and join the
mainstream," he said.
Giving details, Narayanpur
Superintendent of Police
Jitendra Shukla said the 62
Naxals, all lower rung cadres,
turned themselves in before
Sinha and other senior police
and Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) officials at the
Narayanpur district headquarters. Fifty-five of them surrendered with muzzle loading
guns, Shukla told PTI, adding
that the rebels cited disappointment with the "hollow
ideology of Maoists and violence". Describing the move as
a good sign ahead of the state
polls, he said the rebels were
working for different subgroups and frontal outfits of the
outlawed CPI (Maoist) for the
past eight-nine years. These
included the Jantana Sarkar
(people's
government),
Janmilitia and Sangham groups.
PTI
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Bring law as per pact with
board: Rizvi to Modi
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

P Shia Central Waqf
Board chairman Wasim
U
Rizvi urged Prime Minister

Kim Jung-Sook (left), wife of South Korean President Moon Jae-in, lights an oil lamp during Diwali celebrations in Ayodhya on Tuesday. The South Korean First Lady is
the chief guest at Diwali celebrations in Ayodhya. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath is on the right
AP

for their narrow political ends
would never allow the peaceful
settlement of the dispute.

Narendra Modi to enact legislation as per the agreement of
the Shia Waqf Board with the
Ram Janmabhoomi Temple
Trust. In a letter to the Prime
Minister, Rizvi alleged that
the fundamentalist elements
among Muslims were creating
hurdles in the path of the
construction of the Ram
Temple at Ayodhya.
He said the Shia Waqf
Board had reached an understanding with the Ram
Janmabhoomo Temple Ttrust
that a temple be constructed at
Ayodhya. He said it was also
agreed that the mosque be constructed somewhere in
Lucknow, to be named as
'Masjid-e-aman’ (the mosque
for peace) and to be constructed by the Shia Waqf
Board.
The Shia Waqf Board
chairman said the agreement
was reached with the Temple
Trust for marginalising Muslim
fundamentalist elements who

Diwali binds cultures of Yogi lays base
of Queen Ho
India, South Korea
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

irst Lady of South Korea
Kim Jung-sook said that
the festival like Diwali which
symbolised victory of light
over darkness bound the culture of India and South Korea
because the 'candlelight’ revolution had helped in building
strong South Korea.
“Light has a meaningful
expression because it is
believed in South Korea that
if you light a candle, you can
conquer darkness. I see the
same philosophy in Diwali
where people celebrate victory of good over evil. What I
saw in candlelight revolution
in South Korea finds its reflection in festival of light in
India,” Kim Jung-sook said
while addressing gathering in
Ayodhya.
South Korea’s candlelight
revolution was the culmination of a sustained protest
movement that brought out
over 16 million people—
almost a third of the country’s
population – on the streets.
They came with a candle in
their hands epitomising victory of light over darkness.
Dressed in a pastle green
saree, the First Lady said that
the light gave the power to
fight injustice in the society.
“There is slogan in South
Korea that light leads to prosperity and on the eve of the
festival of light your, faces are
aglow with happiness which is

F

a sign of a prosperous nation,”
she added.
She said that relations
between India and Korea were
like lighting stars which had
illuminated the Asia and
Ayodhya would make it
stronger.
She added that India had
a rich culture and Korea was
closely attached to it. The
First Lady also mentioned
about Mahatma Gandhi and
Rabindra Nath Tagore saying
both were inspirational for the
people of Korea.
In her brief address, she
thanked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath for
being such a great host.
Earlier, Kim Jung-sook
arrived in Ayodhya on
Tuesday to attend Diwali festivities in the holy city and
began her tour by offering
tribute at the Queen Heo
Memorial.
Kim visited the site, along
with Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, and attended a
ground-breaking ceremony
for upgrade and beautification
of the memorial dedicated to
the legendary princess of
Ayodhya who went to Korea.
Later, she went to the
banks of the Saryu river to
welcome artistes donning the
avatar of Lord Ram and
Goddess Sita, who arrived at
Ram Katha Park in a ceremonial chopper as part of ‘Ram
Durbar’. Kim garlanded ‘Sita’

as they descended from the
helicopter and Uttar Pradesh
Governor Ram Naik and
Adityanath welcomed Lord
Ram and Laxman by garlanding them.
“The legend of Queen
Heo Hwang-ok binds the two
countries together culturally,
and her visit will further promote our people-to-people
ties,” a senior official at the
cultural wing of the South
Korean Embassy in India said.
Huge hoardings, bearing message — ‘South Korean First
lady Kim Jung-sook —
Welcome to Ayodhya ‘and her
picture, have been put up
across the city.
An agreement regarding
the Queen Suriratna memorial project was signed to facilitate upgrade and expansion of
the existing monument commemorating
Princess
Suriratna (Queen Hur
Hwang-ok). In July, the two
countries signed the agreement for expansion of the
Suriratna memorial project.
Uttam Das, a seer from
Ayodhya, said: “It was a matter of honour for Ayodhya that
the she was visiting Ayodhya.”
“A princess of Ayodhya
had gone there around 2,000
years ago, and now the First
Lady is visiting Ayodhya, life
has sort of come full circle,” he
said.
Union Minister V K Singh
also attended the grand event
in Ayodhya.

memorial
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

tressing on the cultural
relations between India
and S outh Korea, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that both the countries
enjoyed very old ties with
Ayodhya acting as a binding
force between the two.
Addressing people while
laying the foundation stone of
a memorial of Queen Ho in
Ayodhya, the CM said that
around 2000 years ago, a
princess from Ayodhya got
married to a prince of South
Korea. He reminded people
that the bond created at that
time had been revived by the
First Lady Kim Jung-sook by
her presence in the function.
“As per relations, we
believe Ayodhya is the nanihaal (mother’s parental house)
of South Korea and we welcome the First Lady and the
high level delegation of South
Korea in their 'nanihal',” Yogi
said as people shouted Jai Sri
Ram.
As per history, princess of
Ayodhya is believed to be
Suriratna but in South Korean
sources she is named Heo
Hwang-ok. She also ruled a
dynasty known as Karak. This
unique relations between
Ayodhya and South Korea
was revealed some times in
2000 when Atal Bihari

S

THE CM SAID THAT
THE MEMORIAL
WOULD TAKE THE
CULTURAL
RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE
TWO COUNTRIES
TO A NEW HIGH
Vajpayee was the Prime
Minister. Since then South
Korea has shown its willingness to set up a memorial in
the name of Queen Ho.
The CM said that the
memorial would take the cultural relations between the
two countries to a new high.
Cultural Minister from
South Korea Do Jong-hwan
also spoke on the occasion
and said that Ayodhya was a
known name in Korea because
of the ancestral relations it had
with this city.
A Korean cultural team
gave a performance at Queen's
memorial which was followed
by performance by Indonesian
and Indian cultural troupes.
Yogi launched several projects, including redevelopment and beautification of
‘Ram Ki Paidi’ and stoppage of
sewage disposal in Saryu river,
were launched at the event.

Cops beat disabled vendor to death
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

NOTICE
My name is Abdul Rehman,
I add the Surname in my
Passport I want to Split my
name so my given name is
Abdul and Surname is
Rehman. Abdul Rehman S/o
Syed Mohammad Abdul Rauf
Near E 54/2 Sarvodaya Nagar,
Lucknow.

he inhuman face of the
'Mitra Police’ in the state
T
once again stood exposed in
Hathras when a physicallychallenged vendor was beaten to
death by some men in uniform.
Agitated with the killing, some
irate locals staged a blockade on
the Agra-Aligarh highway
demanding a stern action
against policemen involved in
the crime.
Reports said that Vimal
(45) was thrashed to death by
police personnel on Monday
night in Sadar area of
Moradabad over a monetary

dispute. He was rushed to a hospital but succumbed to injuries
during treatment. Local residents said that to protest against
the beastly act of cops, they
blocked the nearby highway
and also demanded compensation for Vimal's family and
arrest of accused policemen.
The irate mob also damaged
some vehicles by pelting stones
on them.
District Magistrate of
Hathras Rama Shankar Maurya
and Superintendent of Police
(SP) Jaiprakash reached the
spot and ordered immediate
suspension of sub-inspector
Ashish Yadav. An FIR was

lodged against two other policemen and a probe was ordered.
Meanwhile, the DM also
announced a compensation of
Rs 1 lakh for the victim's family.
Meanwhile, one personcommitted suicide in
Moradabad just as his wife
refused to reveal the name of
person with whom she was
chatting over the mobile phone.
Reports said that Satish, hailing
from Majhola locality of
Moradabad, reached home on
Sunday evening. He was working in a factory on New Delhi
road. Satish’s brother Kuldeep
disclosed that when his broth-

er returned home, he found his
(Satish) wife chatting with
someone on the mobile phone
and so he first enquired about
the person with whom she was
talking and when she remained
quiet, he asked her to show the
mobile. However, when his
wife refused to hand over the
mobile, upset Satish went inside
his room and locked it from
inside. Later, he hanged himself
from the ceiling of the room
and committed suicide. The
family members somehow
broke open the door and
rushed the victim to a hospital
but the doctors pronounced
him “dead upon arrival”.

Teenaged girl hacked to death
Lucknow (PNS): A
teenaged girl was hacked to
death under mysterious circumstances and her body was
found lying in a secluded place
in Hardoi. While the family
members claimed it to be 'murder’, local police suspected it to
be a case of 'honour killing’. A
case has been registered in this
regard and body was sent for the
post-mortem. Further investiga-

tions were on.
Reports said that Nauvat
Singh Prajapati, hailing from
Palimukimpur locality of
Hardoi, is a potato farmer and
has three sons Bunty, Ramu and
Deputy and daughter Deepa.
While all the three sons helped
him in the farming, his only
daughter Deepa used to maintain the accounts of the income
through farming and also

reportedly kept cash with her.
In the wee hours of Sunday,
Deepa suddenly disappeared
from home and when the family members learnt about it later
in the morning, they claimed to
have launched a hunt for her.
Later, when the family members
checked her belongings, they
found over Rs 3 lakh in cash and
ornaments worth several lakh
rupees missing from the almi-

rah.
On Monday evening, the
family members recovered the
body of Deepa lying in a pool of
blood in the nearby fields. She
was brutally hacked to death by
sharp-edged weapons and an
empty bottle of beer was also
found lying nearby pointing
that someone also consumed
liquor at the spot., probably after
killing the girl.
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Lucknow lights up in Diwali hues
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

he city is all set for Diwali
celebrations
on
Wednesday. The markets
drew huge crowds till late
Tuesday evening with people
making last-minute purchases.
In the night, the city skyline was
illuminated in different hues,
giving it a dazzling look. Crowds
were witnessed at makeshift
shops selling traditional items
such as diyas, candles, GaneshLakshmi idols and terracotta
& clay items.
There was a huge demand
for the Indian ‘jhalar’ in comparison to the Chinese one.
Vendors in the Diwali market
said that Indian jhalars costing
Rs 180 per 15 metres were
sturdier than their Chinese
equivalents which were comparatively cheaper at Rs 70 per
metre. A huge range of conventional lamps apart from modern
electrical fittings also offered a
good choice to the buyers.
Vibrant colours for making
rangolis matched the brisk sales
of the readymade sticker rangolis which were available in many
designs. Artificial flowers also
caught the attention of the
Diwali shoppers, especially the
replicas of the expensive orchid
flowers.
The sweetmeat shops showcased a vast range of attractive
offers. Proprietors at the shops
admitted that gift hampers were
a good sellout. Ranging from Rs
2,000 and going as high as Rs
10,000 these hampers were a
collection of usual items of
sweets and savouries along with
cold drinks and dry fruits.
Gram flour sweets, kaju katli
and laddoo were a popular
choice. There was a continuous
stream of people wishing and
greeting their seniors in offices
and homes throughout the day.
A heavy rush prevailed at
the bus stands and railway stations. Media incharge, Uttar
Pradesh State Road Transport
Corporation (UPSRTC), Anwar
Anzar said that they were running extra buses both for Diwali
and Chhat Puja till November
15. “We are running 190 extra
buses which include 47 extra
buses on the Lucknow-Delhi
route, 52 on the LucknowGorakhpur route, 21 on the
Lucknow- Bahraich route, 15 on

PNS n LUCKNOW

race up for a chilly Diwali
night as the MeT departB
ment has forecast a dip in the
temperature because of the
north-westerly winds. MeT
director JP Gupta said there
had been snowfall in Kashmir
and areas of Himachal
Pradesh and the icy winds
would bring the temperature
down on Diwali night. The
forecast for Lucknow and
neighbourhood is clear sky
with maximum and minimum temperatures expected
to be around 28 degree Celsius
and 13 degree Celsius, respectively. The weather is likely to
be dry over the state.
On Tuesday, Lucknow
recorded the maximum temperature at 28 degree Celsius
while the minimum settled at
14.2 degrees. With the chill
already in the air, people have
brought out woollens in the
night. However, clear skies are
still keeping the day warm. The
minimum temperature across
the state ranged from 10-16
degrees while the maximum
hovered around 28 degrees.

the Lucknow-Gonda route, 25
on the Lucknow-Azamgarh
route, 15on the Lucknow Lakhimpur Kheri route and 15
on the Lucknow-Kanpur route,”
he said.
Meanwhile,
District
Magistrate Kaushal Raj Sharma
has prohibited the use of fire
crackers from 8 pm to 10 pm
on the Diwali night. He said that
the Supreme Court’s directives
would be followed strictly. He
said that the high-decibel firecrackers such as ‘chatai’ and
‘ladiya’ would not be sold or
purchased in the city or online.
Medical practitioners
advised people to light crackers

Women decorating their home with diyas; a firecracker makes a splash into the sky,
Pioneer
and decorative items up for sale on Tuesday

Ornithologists worried
over killing of birds
by kite strings
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Students of various schools
took out a march in different
parts of the city to spread awareness about pollution-free
Diwali. Students of TD Degree
College took out a march near
Patrakarpuram with placards
discouraging the use of firecrackers. They also distributed
pamphlets among the people
present in the shopping area.
St Joseph Inter College,

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

miscreants
Cold winds to Unidentified
withdrew more than Rs
11,000 form the bank account
bring down
of a sanitation worker of
NABARD. If that was not
police made the victim
temperature enough,
run from one police station to

T

ANTI-CRACKER MARCH

Man duped of cash in cyber fraud

Thakurganj, organised a march
for ‘Eco-friendly and safe
Diwali’. The march was flagged
off by founder-chairperson of
St Joseph Group of Institutions
Pushplata Agarwal. Managing
directors Rajesh Agrawal and
Seema Agrawal greeted the students, teachers and staff. The
students vowed to minimise the
use of loud crackers. Later, the
students took out a rally with
banners and pamphlets.

rnithologists, conservationists, environmentalO
ists and nature lovers are a concerned lot on the occasion of
Jamghat post Diwali when the
people collect to fly kites.
Associate professor, Zoology
Department,
Lucknow
University, Amita Kannaujia
said that the cause of concern
was the killing of countless
birds which went unnoticed.
She said that their appeal to the
people was to keep themselves
away from using Chinese manjha which caused incalculable
harm.
The Biodiversity and
Wildlife Conservation Lab,
department of Zoology,
University of Lucknow, which
works for the conservation of
birds and other common fauna
for the past many years, has
been raising its voice against
the use of Chinese manjha
which had claimed the lives of
innumerable birds in recent
years.
Kannaujia admitted that
it was very difficult to sensitise
people for the other living
creatures. “Human beings
never give a second thought to
the pros and cons of their

activities on the lives of others.
We have rescued several birds
injured by the manjha but
there are many others which
die due to its use ,” she said.
Kannaujia said that Chinese
manjha was made of glass
nylon yarn with an abrasive
coat of crushed glass that
makes it razor sharp and lifethreatening. “In addition,it is
non-biodegradable and shows
semi-conductor behaviour
which further increases the
chances of accidents, many of
which are often unaccounted
for,” she said.
The conservationist said
that those who wanted to fly
kites should move towards
open areas. “They should fly
kites in areas where there are
no trees because birds which
get hurt invariably die which
can be easily avoided,” she
added.
She said that it was unfortunate but it also took place on
Makarsankranti in January
which was also celebrated with
kite flying. “This will again
happen on the occasion of
Makarsankranti when birds
will suffer because of the kite
flying activity,” she added. She
said that if anybody finds any
injured bird due to kite flying

Annakoot puja to be held
at Khatu Shyam temple
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

hatu Shyam Mandir will be
celebrating ‘Annakoot
K
Mahotsav’, on the second day of
Diwali. Media spokesperson of
the temple Sudhish Garg said
that a bhog of 56 items would be
offered to the deity and a bhandara for 20,000 people would be
organised on the occasion.
As per Lucknow chronicler
Yogesh Praveen, Annakoot festivity was an integral part of
Diwali celebrations. “Ours is an
agricultural state and anything
associated with agriculture
becomes a part of the festivity.
Annakoot puja, Govardhan puja
and Jamghat all fall on the
same day, which is called

‘Parewa’. Govardhan puja is
performed because dairy products have always been a major
part of the diet of Indians and
festivities in India have always
laid stress on vegetarian food. In
Govardhan puja, a pile of cow
dung, placed at the entrance of
houses is worshipped by
women,” he said.
Praveen said that for
Annakoot puja, women cooked
special dish made of 56 items.
“In the markets of Rakabganj
even today, traders sell baskets
having these items, including
ten roots, ten stems, ten flowers,
ten vegetables. These are cooked
and offered to the deity before
being served to family members,” he said.

with caution. Spokesperson of
King George’s Medical
University (KGMU) Dr Santosh
Kumar said that their appeal to
the people was not to burst
high-decibel crackers in the
vicinity of hospitals. “People
should also exercise caution
while bursting high-decibel
crackers. Apart from the
sounds, the crackers also emit
harmful gases,” he added.
Besides, Lucknow Metro
Rail Corporation has made special lighting arrangements at all
functional stations from
Charbagh to Transport Nagar to
celebrate Diwali. All the stations
have been decorated with colorful LED lights. Besides, rangolis have also been made by
LMRC officers and staff using
flowers and colours at Charbagh
and Transport Nagar stations to
greet the passengers.

another to lodge an FIR. The
FIR has yet to be registered.
Ajay of Chillawan locality of
Sarojininagar has a bank
account with ICICI bank in
Ashiyana. On Monday morning, he got a message on his cell
phone about withdrawal of cash
from his account. He contacted

the bank officials and later
reached the Sarojininagar police
station. The Sarojininagar police
sent asked him to contact the
Ashiyana police as the bank’s
branch was under the latter’s
jurisdiction. Ajay reached
Ashiyana police station but
there he was asked to contact
the Sarojininagar police as his
residence was in Sarojininagar
police area. Left with no option,
Ajay sought help of his wellwishers and on their advice, he
approached the Krishna Nagar
circle officer. However, Ajay
was yet to get police help.
Meanwhile, thieves struck a

shop selling electronic goods in
Sarojininagar and decamped
with cash and valuables. The
shop is owned by Jagatpal of
Vishnulok
Colony
in
Sarojininagar. On Tuesday
morning, when his son Nishant
reached the shop, he found a big
cut in the ceiling. Later, he found
cash and mobile phones missing. Jagatpal claimed that the
thieves made off with cash and
mobile phones worth Rs 2.5
lakh. “Some of the items like
washing machine and LED TVs
were also damaged by the debris
when the thieves cut the roof,”
he added.
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RLD to support Cong in Assembly polls
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

ashtriya Lok Dal (RLD)
state president Masood
R
Ahmad said the RLD would
support the Congress in the
Assembly election to be held
in Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh
and Madhya Pradesh. “We are
contesting the election in

Rajasthan and talks about the
seats are underway,” Masood
said.
He was speaking at a press
conference held at party headquarters on Tuesday. Masood
gave happy wishes of Diwali to
the people of UP and said the
party would keep struggling for
Purvanchal Vidyut
Vitran
Nigam
Limited (PuVVNL)
(A Subsidiary of UP
Power Corporation Limited)
Purvanchal Vidyut Bhavan,
Vidyut Nagar, P.O.-D.L.W.,
Varanasi - 221004 Fax No.:
0542-2319152, 2319439,
2300102,
Website
:
http://puvvnl.up.nic.in Tender
Date Extension The tender
invited for through e-tender no.
EAV-113/18-19 the date of bid
opening is hereby extended and
details for the same have been
mentioned below. Sl.No. 1
Tender Specification number
EAV-113/18-19 Material Name
11 KV HT XLPE CABLE 3x70
mm2 Date & time for submission of tender documents Date
: 16.11.2018 Time : 15.00 pm
Tender opening date & time
Date: 17.11.2018 Time : 15:00
PM Other terms and conditions
shall remain same (S.K. Bharati)
Superintending Engineer (MM-I)
No. 4558 Dt 6.11.18 Save
Electricity in the interest of the
nation

the cause of farmers, unemployed, labourers and people of
the weaker section.
He lambasted the Yogi
government saying the CM
was not concerned about the
deteriorating condition of the
existing education system and
health. “The government
remains busy in propagating
issues like Mandir-Masjid,
Shamshan-Qabristan and so it
reflects that it is aimed at
dividing people to rule. BJP
government’s popular slogan
“Sabka saath, sabka vikas” had
taken a back seat in the oneand-a-half year regime of Yogiled government. Several persons suffered in the name of

cow vigilantism,” he pointed
out.
He took a jibe at the
Central government saying
the BJP failed to fulfill promises it made to voters in the previous Lok Sabha election.
“Now a fear perception has
gripped the BJP leaders for
their double speak. To counter
this, the BJP and its frontal
organisations are now raising
the Ram Mandir issue when
five states of the country are to
undergo polls in the time to
come,” he commented.
Masood said CM Yogi
Adityanath was also spearheading the campaign to
mobilise voters in the name of

Ram Mandir. “The teachers,
students, Aanganwadi workers
are being beaten brutally in the
BJP government in UP for
raising their voice. Farmers are
being cheated in the name of
loan waiver and hollow
promises. Sugarcane farmers
are yet to get their arrears and
the law and order has been
thrown to the wind in the BJP
government,” he said.
Speaking on the state government’s programme to lit
lamps in Ayodhya on a largescale, Masood said in a caustic way that he hoped that the
CM would get enlightenment
and would work for the interest of the people of UP.

Walkathon on osteoarthritis

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

“Few people know that it
also impacts mortality with 1.7
times more people having
osteoarthritis dying in comparison to others who don’t suffer
from this disease. We chose this
day (November 6) because it
was on this day two years ago
that we formed the Society of
Osteoporosis,” he pointed out.
The rally was organised so that
the government paid more
attention to this disease since
there are no drugs available for
it, Dr Das said. “It affects
females more than males and

mainly the knee joints of
patients. The disease gives the
patients a characteristic waddling kind of walk because
their legs become curved,” he
said, adding that there were over
9-11 crore patients of
osteoarthritis in India. “It is
important to note that one way
of preventing the disease is not
to squat on the floor. The government should also ensure
that toilets being constructing
under the Swachh Bharat
Mission are in western style and
not in Indian style,” Dr Das said.

Unidentified miscreants
shot at a model shop owner,
identified as Deepu Jaiswal, in
Bazaarkhala on Tuesday night.
ASP, Lucknow West, Vikas
Tripathi said Deepu of
Ashiyana was at his shop when
the miscreants reached there.
“Deepu had a verbal spat with
the miscreants over some issue
following which some of them
opened fire. The bullet hit
Deepu’s shoulder and was
admitted to the KGMU
Trauma Centre,” the ASP said.
Some suspects have been
detained and were being interrogated by the police. A case of
murderous assault would be
registered against the accused,
the ASP said.

the spot. Meanwhile, a 70year-old man, identified as
Teekaram, ended his life by
jumping in front of a train in
Harauni (Banthra) on Tuesday.
Teekaram of Ashutosh Nagar
was a former employee of
UPSRTC. He had been suffering from some disease for a
long time. Police suspected
that Teekaram ended his life
under a bout of depression.
“He left his house and reached
the tracks in Harauni village
where he jumped before the
train,” the police said. Another
man, Rajesh Chauhan (25) of
New Hyderabad, jumped in
front of a train near Fatima
Hospital in Mahanagar on
Tuesday. Police said Rajesh
had a dispute with wife on
some issue.

and went into his room to wake
him up. The police said that the
body was sent for autopsy and
investigations were on.

KILLED

SUICIDE

ing George’s Medical
University (KGMU) organK
ised a walkathon on osteoarthritis on Tuesday. The walk started from Scientific Convention
Centre and moved to APJ
Abdul Kalam Centre. Head of
KGMU’s Rheumatism department Dr Siddharth Das said
that the walkathon was aimed
at spreading awareness about
the disease, which is the fourth
major cause of disability in the
country.

CRIMELINE
MODEL SHOP
OWNER SHOT AT
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A man was mowed down
by a train when he and his wife
were crossing the railway tracks
at Harauni Railway crossing in
Banthra on Tuesday afternoon.
The victim, identified as Dilip
of Unnao, ran a laundry shop
in Kerala and had visited the
house of his in-laws in Mohaan
on the occasion of Diwali. The
couple were on a bike and
crossing the tracks even though
the gates were closed. Dilip was
hit by the train and he died on

A 55-year-old man ended
his life at his house in
Indiranagar on Tuesday. The
deceased, identified as Munshi
Lal of Takrohi, lived on a rented house and worked as a vegetable vendor. “He was found
hanging form the ceiling with
a shawl tied around his neck in
a room on top floor of the
house,” the police said. Victim’s
wife Sunita said she found
Munshi Lal hanging when she
woke up on Tuesday morning

SCHOOLSCAN

ANNUAL MOTHERS’ DAY

City Montessori School,
Indiranagar campus, organised Annual Mothers’ Day at
Gomti Nagar Campus II auditorium on Tuesday. Tiny-tots
in colourful dresses won the
hearts of their parents and
guardians with educationalcultural items presented on
stage. The message of world
unity and world peace was
appreciated by the audience.
Students’ grandparents were
also present along with parents on the occasion. The
purpose was not only to pro-

vide entertainment but also
highlight education as a powerful instrument of social
changes and to teach children
values and refinement for a
happy and civilised society.
Different types of folk music,
singing and dancing, aerobics,
skits etc made the audience
tap their feet. Addressing the
gathering, CMS founder
Jagdish Gandhi said that children who grew up in an
atmosphere of refinement and
culture would be able to guide
society towards upliftment
and progress.

THRASHED

A junior engineer posted in
Kanpur was accused of thrashing a Lucknow Municipal
Corporation supervisor who
was getting lanes and drains
cleaned in Aliganj (sector J) on
Tuesday. Rajendra Kumar
Valmiki said he, along with a
team, had gone to the get the
work done on the instruction
of senior LMC officials. “When
the workers were busy cleaning
the lanes, junior engineer Anil
Kumar howled at the workers
for not being regular. This led
to a verbal spat and some of the
workers called me. When I
reached the scene, I found that
Anil was shouting at the workers, so I intervened,” he said. He
alleged that Anil picked up a
fight with him and later tore his
shirt. Aliganj circle officer
Deepak Singh said a case
against Anil Verma was registered and the police had
detained the accused. “Some of
the residents claimed that
Valmiki tore the shirt on his
own to frame up Anil. We have
sought CCTV footage to know
exactly what happened,” Singh
said.

Lands worth `115 crore
freed from encroachers
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

and worth Rs 115 crore
owned by UP Awas Vikas
L
Parishad have been freed from
the illegal occupants at three
different sites — two located on
Sultanpur Road while the third
near Shaheed Path.
Interestingly, these sites
were missing from the records
but they were located during
the geographical sur vey
through electronic surveillance
which was carried out by a
Pune-based firm four months
ago. The Parishad authorities
had taken the initiative for
electronic surveillance as there
were little traces of the missing
properties in the record rooms.
Housing Commissioner
AK Chauhan said that the officials scrutinised the details of
the lands to confirm whether
they genuinely belonged to the
Parishad and after completing
the legal formalities served
notices on the illegal occupants
requesting them to leave the
place by themselves or they
would be otherwise ousted.
The land measuring four
bighas worth Rs 60 crore on the
Rae Bareli Road which is in
close proximity to the airport

was freed and its possession
was taken within two days. It is
said that the land was acquired
from the farmers but its details
were not available in the record
room due to some unknown
reason.
The Parishad authorities
are planning to have a luxurious hotel or resort built there
due to its ideal situation (20
yards away from the main
road). But it has not yet been
officially announced.
The geographical survey is
still going on to find out more
missing land with the help of
electronic surveillance and the
authorities are expecting more
such lands located in different
places, especially in semi-rural
areas of the capital in the days
to come.
The second land was found
located near Arjunganj. Not
much pain was taken by the
officials to oust them as most
of the illegal occupants had left
the place voluntarily when they
came to know about the notices
served to them requesting
them to vacate the places where
they were living. The survey
team was able to recover the
lands with the help of the
retired employees.
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CONG-JD(S) VICTORY IN KARNATAKA BYPOLLS

Country changing its mood: Cong
United Opposition
can throw BJP
out, says Cong

4-1 result in
Karnataka looks
like a Test series
win under Virat
Kohli

PNS n NEW DELHI

—P Chidambaram

he result of the Karnataka
bypolls
where
the
T
Congress-JD(S) alliance posted an impressive win over its
rival BJP on Tuesday has come
as a major boost for the
Congress ahead of the upcoming State Assembly elections.
The Congress which is
playing a pivotal role in consolidation of the Opposition
parties to take on Modi juggernaut in next months, said
that Karnataka results exhibited the changing mood of the
countrymen.
Throwing the ball in the
court of other Opposition
ranks and likeminded secular
forces, Congress claimed the
progressive and pluralistic
forces had "vanquished" the
BJP in the last 10 bypolls in the
country. Congress spokesman
and former Union Minister
Manish Tewari said the results
are a clear indication that the
BJP can be squarely defeated if
the Opposition parties join
ranks. The left parties too said
a united Opposition could easily defeat the BJP.
The results have come as a
major setback for the BJP

ahead of the 2019 elections
with the party losing the Ballari
Lok Sabha seat, considered a
stronghold of the controversial
mining barons — the Reddy
brothers. The Karnataka's ruling JD(S)-Congress coalition
won both the Assembly constituencies and two of the three
Lok Sabha seats in the bitterly
fought bypolls held on
Saturday.
The electoral performance
comes as a booster to the
combine as the bypolls were
seen as a barometer of the public mood ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls. Both the coalition
partners had put up joint candidates in the bypolls, which
was also considered a test of
their ties.
Congress failed to forge an
alliance with the Uttar Pradesh
rivals BSP and SP for the forthcoming Assembly polls. BSP
and SP combine had exhibited
a good show in Uttar Pradesh
bypolls early this year when it
supported by Congress defeat-

ed BJP candidate in the home
district of Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath. "The
bypolls results should encourage the like minded parties top
come together if they want to
end the autocratic regime of
Narendra Modi," said a AICC
functionary.
"Congratulations to all the
workers & leaders of the
Congress party in Karnataka
on the decisive victory of the
Congress-JD(S) alliance in the
byPolls in the State. I thank
each and every one of you, for
your dedication & hard work
that made this victory possible,"
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi tweeted.
Senior Congress leader and
former Union Minister P
Chidambaram, in a tweet, said
a 4-1 result in Karnataka "looks
like a Test series win under
Virat Kohli". The CongressJD(S) coalition has delivered,
he said. In another tweet,
Chidambaram said, "Deepavali
celebrates the victory of good
over evil. The demon is vanquished. The modern day
demons are hate, intolerance
and impunity. Let the new

year bring victory for love,
tolerance and constitutional
values."
Congress spokesperson
Manish Tewari said his party
and the other progressive and
pluralistic forces had "vanquished" the BJP in the last 10
bypolls in the country. "Today,
the news from Karnataka is
extremely encouraging...This
is indicative of the changed
mood in the country," Tewari
said.
Congress' chief spokesperson Randeep Surjewala said,
"This is the victory of pro-people policies of the Karnataka
Government and a rejection of
the corrupt and divisive policies
of the BJP."
Welcoming the verdict of
the Karnataka bypolls, the Left
party said the people of the
southern State had made it
clear that a united Opposition
could easily defeat the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
"The Deepawali gift of the
Karnataka people makes it
clear that a united Opposition
can easily defeat the BJP," the
CPI said in a statement.
It added that the huge
margins of defeat of the saffron
party candidates showed the
anti-BJP mood of the people.
The CPI has consistently been
stressing on State-specific
alliances of non-BJP political
parties in order to take on the
ruling party in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls.

CEO ‘OUSTER' DEMAND CRISIS
BJP downplays its
poor show in K’taka EC team to arrive
PNS n NEW DELHI

JP on Tuesday downplayed
its poor performance in
B
the Karnataka bypolls by saying that it would not have
impact on the coming elections
to the five State Assemblies.
BJP's National spokesperson GVL Narsimha Rao said
that his party will go well in the
Assembly polls irrespective of
the bypoll results and gains
made by the Congress and
JDS combine.
"If any political party
thinks winning bypolls is like
winning real elections , they are
sadly mistaken", Rao told news
persons.
Senior BJP leader and former State Chief Minster BS
Yeddyurappa said "We will
introspect the results of Ballari

and move ahead. We are confident that the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections will be completely
ours".
"The fact of the matter is
that both the Congress and JDS
have indulged in rampant misuse of official machinery as well
as indulged in rampant distribution of liquor and money",
he said in a statement.
He however, went on to
add that "my party accepts the
verdict of the people in this
bypoll with all humility". The
by-election results have come
as a major setback for the
main Opposition BJP ahead of
the 2019 elections with the
party losing the Ballari Lok
Sabha seat, considered a
stronghold of the controversial
mining barons — the Reddy
brothers.

‘Country's constitutional
institutions facing grave threat’
Jodhpur: Congress veteran
Ashok Gehlot on Tuesday
claimed that various constitutional institutions of the country were facing "grave threat"
from the present Government.
“The country is passing
through a difficult time today.
The top level institutions of the
country like the Election
Commission, NITI Ayog, CBI,
judiciary are under threat today

and being weakened,” said
Gehlot.
Gehlot ,who reached his
home town Jodhpur Tuesday to
celebrate Diwali with his family ahead of the December 7
state assembly elections, will
also be holding extensive consultations with the party workers and seeking their opinion on
selection of various candidates
for the upcoming poll.

in Mizoram to
assess situation
PNS n NEW DELHI

three-member team of the
Election Commission will
A
arrive in poll-bound Mizoram
on Tuesday to assess the situation
in view of the demand for the
ouster of State's Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) SB Shashank.
Sources said that the highlevel team will hold discussions
with Chief Secretary Arvind
Ray, other senior officials and
leaders of civil societies in an
effort to resolve the impasse.
In a related development,
people congregated in large
numbers in front of Shashank's
office Tuesday following a call
by an umbrella organisation of
major civil societies and student associations to picket his
office demanding his removal.
Sources said that the team,
comprising Jharkhand state
CEO L Khiangte, Director of
Election Commission Nikhil
Kumar and Secretary, Election
Commission, S B Joshi is
expected to reach the state capital on Tuesday. Elections to the
40-member Mizoram Assembly
are scheduled for November 28.
Chief Minister Lal
Thanhawla on Monday wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking immediate

removal of the state CEO as
"people have lost faith in him".
Shashank's removal is the only
solution for smooth conduct of
the November 28 Assembly
elections, the chief minister
said in the letter.
Seeking the CEO's exit, the
NGO Coordination Committee,
an umbrella organisation of
major civil societies and student
associations, began picketing in
front of the CEO's office from
Tuesday morning. All shops in
Aizawl city, except a few restaurants, were closed Tuesday
morning in response to a call
made by the Mizoram
Merchants' Association (MiMA).
The protesters demanded the
ouster of Shashank, who, they
alleged have hurt the sentiments
of the Mizo people by his "proBru" stance for conducting the
elections. The civil society bodies have appealed to the owners
of commercial vehicles not to
allow their vehicles to be used for
transporting central paramilitary
forces from outside the state to
Mizoram. Vehicles bound for
Assam to transport the Central
Armed Police Forces were
stopped by volunteers of a
prominent non-governmental
organisation in Mizoram since
Monday, police said.

CBI vs CBI

In reply to CVC, Verma denies
charges by Asthana
PNS n NEW DELHI

enched CBI Director Alok
Verma has reportedly
B
denied all the charges levelled
against him by his deputy
Rakesh Asthana while responding to the questionnaire sent by
the Central Vigilance
Commission(CVC).
In his written reply to the
CVC, Verma is said to have
responded to all the allegations
including bribery charges leveled against him by Asthana
and denied them as baseless.
The CVC is probing the
allegations levelled by Asthana
through a letter to the Cabinet
Secretary on August 24 alleging that Verma was interfering
in several probes being carried
out under his supervision and
also levelled charges of criminal misconduct. The cabinet
secretary had forwarded the
complaint to CVC to look into
it considering the anti-corruption watchdog has superintendence over CBI.
The CVC is also examining

the CBI case files relating to the
allegations levelled by Asthana
against Verma. The CVC has to
report to the Surpeme Court
on November 12 in connection
with its probe into the allegations against Verma.
The CVC order late last
month divesting CBI special
director Rakesh Asthana of all
supervisory role from the
agency has mentioned allegations leveled by CBI Director
Alok Verma through a "secret
note" dated October 21, 2017 as
one of the reasons for taking
the extraordinary move against
the No 2 officer in the investigating body. "In the said note,
certain transactions alleged to
have been found in certain
records seized from the
Sandesara Group and the likely public servants to whom
such entries relate have been
listed. It is mentioned that 23
suspected entries in hard as
well as soft data has been
detected for a total amount of
`3,94,72,106 with respect to
Rakesh Asthana. Based on

seized records, CBI registered
a case on 30.08.2017 against
certain Commissioners of
Income Tax. The investigation
in the said case is pending. The
Commission sought a report
from the Director CBI and the
same is pending," the CVC has
said.
Interestingly, CBI Joint
Director, SIT, Sai Manohar
through a letter dated October
22, 2018, a week after registration of a case of alleged bribery
against Ashtana, sent a letter to
CVC enclosing a "Top Secret"
note recorded by Asthana on
information allegedly received
from a source in Moin Qureshi
case that Satish Sana paid a
bribe of `2 crore to Directir
CBI to avoid action. The note
mentions some more allegations and was marked to JD,
SITwith directions that he be
informed of the developments
on investigationday to day
basis. A copy of a handwritten
statement dated October 1,
2018 allegedly written by Sana
at CBI headquarters stating

that he had discussed his case
with an old friend and a prominent person who allegedly stated that he would talk to concerned Directir and inform.
Sana alleged that his contact
person met Director, CBI,
apprised him of the repeated
examinations and has been
assured that he would not be
called again for interrogation,
reads the CVC order.
The CVC order further
mentioned that arrested CBI
DSP Devender Kumar through
a representation on October 20,
2018 informed that the commission that his residential
and office premises were being
searched on the basis of "false
and spoofed communications
of with accused Satish Sana
Babu. Kumar said that he had
submitte a proposal for arrest
and custodial interrogation of
Sana which was still pending a
decision. He expressed his
anguish for the searches based
on fabricated documents and
about the irreparable damage
to his reputation.

Govt bid to seek `3.6L cr from RBI a
great Indian bank robbery: Congress
PM needs the
amount to fix the
‘mess his genius
economic theories’
have created: Rahul
PNS n NEW DELHI

ongress on Tuesday
accused
the
Modi
C
Government of seeking to
"demolish" the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) and said if the
Centre's reported demand for
`3.6 lakh crore from the Central
bank fructifies, it would

amount to "the great Indian
robbery". The party also said
the Government wanted the
money to dole out freebies
ahead of the 2019 parliamentary election.
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi attacked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over
the report, alleging that he
needs the amount to fix the
"mess his genius economic theories" have created. He also
urged RBI Governor Urjit Patel
to "stand up" to the Prime
Minister and "protect the
nation". There was no immediate reaction on the charge
made by Gandhi.
"`36,00,00,00,00,000. That's

how much the PM needs from
the RBI to fix the mess his
genius economic theories have
created. Stand up to him Mr
Patel. Protect the nation," the
Congress chief tweeted and
also posted the media report.
He cited the media report
claiming that at the heart of the
RBI-Government standoff was
a proposal by the Finance
Ministry seeking to transfer a
surplus of `3.6 lakh crore, more
than a third of the total `9.59
lakh crore reserves of the central bank, to the Government.
Congress spokesperson
Manish Tewari said at a press
conference that the amount
was being sought to allegedly

dole out "freebies" ahead of the
2019 parliamentary election. He
said such a move would have
"profound" implications on the
macro-economic stability of
India.
Alleging that the NDA
Government was "demolishing"
the RBI, Tewari asserted that
the Congress would resist all
attempts to undermine the economic sovereignty of India and
this "adventurism" would not be
allowed. "The facts which are
emerging in the public space,
the Government wants the RBI
to part with `3.6 lakh crore out
of `9.59 lakh crore which constitutes the cash reserve of the
RBI...," he alleged.
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Sacrifice on Diwali
endangers owls
PNS n NEW DELHI

hile we celebrate the festival of lights with much joy
W
and fervour, wildlife experts
have said that many owls are sent
to gallows by those engaged in
black magic. This is considered
by many to bring good luck and
prosperity.
While the exact number of
owls traded domestically for
killing is unknown, wildlife
experts have put the figure in
thousands throughout the country. The TRAFFIC, a wildlife
trade network has issued an
‘Advisory’ to enforcement agencies calling for increased efforts
to help curb the trafficking and
sacrifice of owls casting a shadow over the future of the species
in India.
The Advisory follows
TRAFFIC's investigations into
illegal owl trade in the country,
published in the report
"Imperilled Custodians of the
Night". According to the report,
owls are used and traded for a
wide variety of purposes including for black magic, street performances, taxidermy, private
aviaries/zoos, food, use in folk
medicines, capturing other birds,
use of claws and feathers in
making headgear, and eggs used
in gambling.
"Illegal trapping and trade
peaks around the Diwali festival
month, especially in Northern
India. Occult practitioners drive
consumer demand by touting
the use of owl parts for purposes ranging from curing various
illnesses to fighting the effects of
evil spirits.
"Birds are poached for their
bones, talons, skulls, feathers,
meat and blood, which are then

used in talismans, black magic,
and traditional medicine. Owls,
especially with "ears" (or tufts)
are thought to possess greatest
magical powers," said Dr Saket
Badola Head of TRAFFIC India.
Of the 30 species of owls
found in India, 15 have been
found in illegal wildlife trade
with Spotted Owlet Athene
brama, Barn Owl Tyto albaand
Rock Eagle-Owl Bubo bengalensis found to be the most
commonly recorded species in
trade. They are priced anything
between `6,000 and `15,000.
Badola said, "we urge
enforcement agencies to
strengthen wildlife law enforcement efforts around owl habitats,
forest areas, and bird trade markets".
"As the practice of owl sacrificing begins with the start of
the Dussehra festival, moving
onto Diwali, poachers involved
within the bird trade are most
active during this season," he
added.
Owls in India are protected
under the Wildlife (Protection)
Act of India that prohibits hunting, trade or any other form of
utitlisation of the species or
their body parts. Their international trade is further restricted
under the Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES)
Kartick Satyanarayan, cofounder of Wildlife SOS and
head of the organisation's AntiPoaching Unit, Forest Watch
talked about the important role
of the owls play in local ecosystems. They prey on small rodents
and other crop pests. Thus their
ecological, economic, and social
importance cannt be ignored.

Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh visits the photo exhibition ‘200 & One' by
Photojournalist Praveen Jain in New Delhi on Tuesday
PTI

Tej Pratap hasn't come
back to Patna after
meeting Lalu: Family
Patna: RJD leader Tej Pratap
Yadav, who met his father Lalu
Prasad in Ranchi on Saturday
regarding his decision to divorce
his wife, did not return here as
expected but left mid-way for an
unknown destination, sources
close to the family said Tuesday.
Yadav had met his father for
a couple of hours at the Rajendra
Institute of Medical Sciences hospital in Ranchi, where the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) supremo is lodged in custody in connection with a fodder scam case,
Saturday and checked in at a
Bodh Gaya hotel Sunday night,
local MLA Kumar Sarvjeet said.
He left the hotel Monday
afternoon, saying he was going to
Patna, Sarvjeet added.
"I met Yadav, along with
other party leaders, over dinner
Sunday. He was looking exhausted. He bade us goodbye Monday,
saying he was returning home. I
have the knowledge of his movements only till his departure
from the Royal Residency hotel,"
the MLA told PTI over phone.
The mercurial elder son of

Prasad and former Bihar chief
minister Rabri Devi, however,
was yet to reach Patna, his family sources said.
Yadav had told reporters
after meeting Prasad that he
stood by his decision to give
divorce to his wife of six months,
Aishwarya Rai. "No person can
live a stifled life," he had said.
Yadav is said to be fond of
visiting places of pilgrimage like
Vrindavan and Varanasi for spiritual solace and one of his grouses against his wife is that she has
not been able to adjust to his way
of life.
Yadav, a former Bihar health
minister, had recently spent a
number of days in Vrindavan,
where he was reportedly seen
playing a flute with a peacock
feather tied to his head in the
midst of a herd of cows.
Neither Aishwarya, who is
the daughter of RJD MLA
Chandrika Rai and granddaughter of former Bihar chief minister Daroga Prasad Rai, nor any
member of her family has spoken
on the matter so far.
PTI

BJP remembers Ram temple only
when elections approach: Cong
New Delhi: The Congress on
Tuesday said that the BJP
remembers Ram temple when
elections are near and alleged
that the ruling party is just
interested in seeking votes in the
name of Lord Ram.
The Ram temple has been
used by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) for political opportunism and it is still doing it,
Congress spokesperson Manish
Tewari told a press conference

here. Asked about the Ram temple issue on which several BJP
leaders have made comments, he
said, "The basic question is that
the BJP remembers the Ram
temple when elections come. We
have been saying this continuously, and the history of the last
26 years is witness to this fact
that neither they have any attachment to the Ram temple, nor to
Lord Rama, they only want to
bag votes in his name."
PTI
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Protests erupt in Mizoram over removal of Principal Secy
IANS n AIZAWL

ormal life was thrown out
of gear in poll-bound
N
Mizoram on Tuesday as a collective of NGOs organised a
state-wide protest against the
removal of Principal Secretary
(Home)
Lalnunmawia
Chuaungo. The state's apex
organisation of civil societies
and student bodies — Mizoram
NGO
Coordination
Committee (MNCC) — is
demanding the removal of
Mizoram Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) S.B. Shashank,
after the latter ordered last
week Chuaungo's removal.
Thousands of people held
a peaceful protest in front of the

office of the Chief Electoral
Officer in Aizawl. According to
an official of the State Election
Commission, Shashank last
week removed the Principal
Secretary (Home) from his
post for "dereliction of duty and
interference in election
process". "The Election
Commission in its order said
that if Chuaungo continues to
hold his post, it would have an
adverse effect on the conduct
of a smooth, free and fair election in the state," the official
said, quoting the poll
panel order.
The CEO in his report to
the Election Commission
reportedly
said
that
Chuaungo, a 1987-batch

Gujarat-cadre IAS officer, was
creating obstacles so that
Reang tribals, sheltered in
Tripura for over 21 years,
could not vote in the
November 28 polls to constitute the 40-member Assembly.
A three-member Election
Commission team, comprising Jharkhand CEO L.
Khiangte,
Election
Commission Director Nikhil
Kumar and Commission
Secretary S.B. Joshi, arrived
here on Tuesday to deal with
the situation.
Most markets, shops and
business establishments
remained shut and private as
well as passenger vehicles
remained off the roads in sup-

port of the protests. A senior
police official said that attendance in government offices
and banks was also low. "No
untoward incident was, however, reported from anywhere
in the state." Christian-dominated Mizoram is the only
state ruled by the Congress in
northeast India that comprises eight States.
Mizoram Chief Minister
Lal Thanhawla in separate letters to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Rajnath Singh
strongly opposed the Election
Commission's order removing Chuaungo.
The 35,000 Reang tribals,
taking shelter in Tripura for

Former NC leader Mattu
Two Hizbul ultras killed elected Srinagar Mayor
F
in gunfight in J&K
A view of the Golden Temple illuminated on the eve of Diwali festival in Amritsar on Tuesday

PTI

PTI n SRINAGAR

PTI n SRINAGAR

wo Hizbul Mujahideen
(HM) terrorists, including an
T
Army deserter, were killed in an
encounter with security forces in
Shopian district of Jammu &
Kashmir on Tuesday, police said.
Security forces launched a
cordon and search operation
in Safanagri area of Zainapora
of south Kashmir in the predawn hours of Tuesday after
receiving credible inputs
about the presence of terrorists in the area, a police
spokesperson said.
He said as the search operation was going on, the hiding
terrorists fired on the search
party of the forces.
The spokesperson said the
forces retaliated the fire, leading to an encounter in which
two terrorists were killed.
The slain terrorists have
been identified as Mohammad
Idrees Sultan alias Chota Abrar,
a resident of Safanagri Shopian
and Amir Hussain Rather alias
Abu Sobaan, a resident of
Awneera Shopian. "They were
affiliated with proscribed terror outfit Hizbul and were

A woman shouts pro-freedom slogans from a window as the body of slain terrorist
AP
Mohammad Idrees reaches his home in Safanagri, Shopian, on Tuesday

involved in terror attacks on
security establishments and
many other civilian atrocities in
the area," he said.
The spokesperson said
Sultan was a deserter from the
Indian Army and had joined the
terrorist ranks in April this
year. "No collateral damage
took place during the operation," he said. Incriminating
materials, including arms and
ammunition, were seized from
the site of the encounter, he

said. Police have registered a
case and initiated investigation
into the matter, he said. He
appealed to the people not to
venture inside the encounter
zone since such an area can be
dangerous due to stray explosive materials.
"People are requested to
cooperate with police till the area
is completely sanitised and
cleared of all the explosives
materials if any," the spokesperson said.

BJP delegation meets J&K Guv
over party leader's killing
PTI n JAMMU

delegation of the Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K) BJP met
A
Governor Satya Pal Malik on
Tuesday and sought immediate
arrest of those behind the killing
of party leader Anil Parihar and
his brother.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) delegation impressed upon
the Governor that the minorities
of the State were being compelled
to abandon their homes as part
of a "planned conspiracy". This
is a very serious matter and the
Government must restore and
maintain the faith of the people in
the rule of law, National vice president and J&K in-charge of the

BJP Avinash Rai Khanna told
reporters here. The delegation
urged the Governor to direct the
State administration, especially
the police, to nab those responsible for the killings soon, while
ensuring that such incidents do
not repeat in future. They also
pressed for providing adequate
compensation to the victim's
family. Malik was further
informed that several key party
leaders in Kishtwar should be
provided security so that they
can serve the people without any
fear, Khanna said. Parihar, the
State Secretary of the BJP in J&K
was gunned down along with his
brother, Anil by unidentified
assailants in Kishtwar on

Thursday. "A sort of economic
terrorism is being carried out
in Kishtwar and other areas of
erstwhile Doda district with a
planned conspiracy to compel
the minorities to abandon their
homes," Khanna alleged further. Corroborating Khanna's
views, BJP MLA Sat Sharma said
the killings were aimed at frightening and demoralising the
nationalists in the State and
force them to migrate. The fear
among minorities has to be
removed and an atmosphere of
peace and security has to be
developed for which the administration has to work relentlessly
by nabbing culprits at the earliest,
he said.

Cong-JD(S) registers 4-1 win...
From Page 1
Former Prime Minister
and JD(S) leader HD Deve
Gowda thanked people of the
State for supporting the development-centric administration
of Congress-JDS in the State.
He said the JDs - Congress
combine has defeated BJP and
“we will continue this coalition
to 2019 elections to defeat
BJP.”
Chief
Minister
Kumaraswamy congratulated
Congress and JD(S) workers. “I
also congratulate JDS State
leaders and workers who
worked towards this win. The
BJP calls JDS-Congress coalition ‘Apavitra Maitri’, today
that contention has been nullified,” the CM said.
Kumaraswamy said this election was the first step and
there are 28 Lok Sabha seats for
which the party will work
together with Congress to win
all of them. “This is not an
empty boast just because we
have won today. This is the
confidence of people in us. This
win is not making us arrogant,”
he said. Kumaraswamy also
accused BJP of horse-trading
and said the saffron party is
offering around Rs 25-30 crore
to some Congress and JD(S)
MLAs but they will never be
able to poach them.
An estimated 67 per cent
voter turnout was recorded in

the bypoll. Total 31 candidates
were in the fray from all the five
constituencies, though the contest was mainly between the
Congress-JD(S) combine and
the BJP. In May, Yeddyurappa
and Sriramulu of the BJP and
CS Puttaraju of the JD(S) vacated Shivamogga, Ballari and
Mandya following their election to the Assembly in May.
In the 2014 elections, the
BJP had won 17 of Karnataka’s
28 Parliamentary seats while
the Congress won 9 and HD
Kumaraswamy’s JD (S) had
won 2 seats. The BJP won 104
of the 224 seats in the Assembly
election in May. Former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah said,
“The victory in the by-elections
is Diwali gift to the Congress
and the JD(S) from people of
Karnataka. The outcome of
the by-elections is an indicator
for the Lok Sabha elections. I
am thanking the voters in three
Lok Sabha seats and two
Assembly seats.” Congress
leader Manish Tiwai said, “This
is an indication that the mood
of the nation has changed. Out
of 10 bypolls that have taken
place, the Congress and likeminded parties have performed
exceedingly well,” he said.
Congress Karnataka tweeted,
“We are grateful to all the voters who came out in huge
numbers to support us. People

of Karnataka have sent a clear
message to the BJP.” In a statement Yeddyurappa said, “My
party accepts the verdict of the
people in this bypoll with all
humility. The fact of the matter is that both the Congress
and the JDS have indulged in
rampant misuse of official
machinery as well as indulged
in rampant distribution of
liquor and money. It is true that
it would have been extremely
satisfying had we won Ballari
Lok Sabha and Jamakhandi
Assembly seats. In Shivamogga
too, we had expected to win
with a huge margin. However,
our victory in Shivamogga
with a margin of over 52,000
votes is really impressive given
the fact that we fought the
might of the joint force of
both the Congress and the
JDS besides shameless misuse
of official machinery”. “BJP’s
performance of polling 2.44
lakh votes in the traditional
weak region of Mandya is really
heartening.
The
Undemocratic attitude of the
JDS was further proved by in
Ramanagaram. We will exercise
caution over the conspiracy of
the Congress and JDS,” he said.
“We will not sit silent over this
partial success of our party. We
have lost only Ballari. We will
introspect the results of Ballari
and move ahead,” he said.

ormer National Conference
leader Junaid Azim Mattu,
who quit the party to contest the
urban local body polls in Jammu
& Kashmir, was elected Mayor of
the
Srinagar
Municipal
Corporation (SMC) on Tuesday
with support from the BJP and the
Peoples Conference.
Mattu secured 40 votes while
Congress candidate for the mayoral post Ghulam Rasool Hajam
got 26 votes in the 74-member
SMC, Commissioner of the civic
body Peer Hafizullah told PTI.
Mattu resigned from the primary membership of the National
Conference (NC) in September
after the party decided not to contest the urban local body polls till
the Centre made clear its position
on Article 35-A of the
Constitution, which has been
challenged before the Supreme
Court. Mattu contested the SMC
election as Independent from
four wards, winning from three
of them. He was announced as
the mayoral candidate by Peoples
Conference chairman Sajad Gani
Lone hours after the election
results were declared on October
20. The Congress emerged as the
single largest party in the SMC
with 16 seats but fell way short of
38, the number of seats required
to take control of the corporation.
While
the
Peoples
Conference had four, the

Junaid Mattu (L) being greeted by a councilor after he was elected as Srinagar mayor, in
PTI
Srinagar on Tuesday

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had
five candidates elected to the corporation. There are 53
Independent corporators.
Lone, who was a Minister in
the
PDP-BJP
coalition
Government in Jammu &
Kashmir from the BJP quota, is
seen as instrumental in garnering
support for Mattu's election,
along with rebel PDP MLA and
influential Shia leader Imran
Raza Ansari.
However, Mattu's election as
Mayor of the SMC has been clouded by remarks of Jammu &
Kashmir Governor Satya Pal Malik
during an interview to a private TV

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE & EMPOWERMENT
(MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE & EMPOWERMENT)

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
The Department of Social Justice & Empowerment invites eTender from qualified organizations for undertaking evaluation
study on "Outcome Based Evaluation of Pre-Matric
Scholarship Scheme for Scheduled Castes (SCs)" latest by
19.11.2018 at 1500 hrs. For details please see CPP's website
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app and Ministry's websites:
socialjustice.nic.in, nskfdc.nic.in, nbcfdc.nic.ln and
nsfdc.nic.in. No manual bids will be accepted.
davp 38101/11/0083/819

channel last month.
Malik had, without naming
Mattu, said Srinagar was getting
"foreign educated mayor" which
would send jitters among the
regional parties such as the NC
and the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP), which did not take part in
the elections. The political parties
had said the Governor's remarks
had put question mark on the
whole election process.
The NC and the PDP boycotted the election over the issue
of Article 35-A, which according
special powers to the state legislature with regard to permanent residents of the State.

over 21 years, have demanded
setting up of polling stations in
refugee camps so that they
could cast their votes.
The Reang tribal refugees,
comprising 5,907 families,
fled Mizoram and have been
staying
in
Tripura's
Kanchanpur and Panisagar
sub-divisions since October
1997 following ethnic tension after a Mizo forest official
was killed.
Among the refugees, just
over 11,000 are eligible to vote
in the Mizoram elections.
Meanwhile, Mizoram
CEO Shashank said in Aizawl
that he never had any intention to hurt the sentiments of
the local people.
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The way forward
Given the geopolitical scenario, India’s nuclear
deterrence triad becoming operational is significant
or all the viciousness of political
thrust and counter-thrust between
parties over the past four decades,
India’s political establishment has shown
rare consistency and unanimity in pursuing the national nuclear programme
and its weaponisation. From Indira
Gandhi through to AB Vajpayee on whose
respective watch Pokhran-I and PokhranII took place, and from Manmohan Singh
to Narendra Modi, the importance of
nuclear power for civilian purposes and
for our national security has not been lost
on the political leadership. The lion’s
share of the credit for our achievements
in the nuclear field must, of course, go to our brilliant scientists and technologists who have battled all manner of obstacles put in their way by nations
and agencies averse to India acquiring nuclear capability. But without the
backing and support of those in power from across the political spectrum,
it could have all ended in shambles. Instead, we had the Prime Minister on
Monday proudly announce that the country’s first indigenous nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine, INS Arihant, had successfully completed
its first deterrence patrol. The success of the submarine “gives a fitting
response to those who indulge in nuclear blackmail”, he added, clearly targeting Pakistan. The Chinese, too, have been, in a sense, put on notice.
We do live in a rough neighbourhood.
The fully operational submarine completes the sea leg of India’s nuclear
triad, giving it all-round nuclear strike and counterstrike capabilities after
the induction through the 2000s of the Agni series of land-launched nuclear
missiles and the arming of our fighter aircraft including Sukhoi-30s, Mirage2000s (as well as the on-order Rafale) which can all deliver nuclear warheads. It is important here to underline that the development of the triad is
very much part of India’s nuclear doctrine premised on the twin principles
of minimum credible deterrence and a no first-use policy. Which is also why
it is significant that the Prime Minister iterated that India’s nuclear triad will
be “an important pillar of global peace and stability”. As for the achievement itself, well, only a handful of countries — the United States, Russia,
France, United Kingdom and China — can deliver nuclear warheads from
a submarine and India now joins that club.
The 6,000-tonne Arihant, armed with submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs), is capable of delivering nuclear warheads up to 750km away.
The range, however, say experts, is a limitation, and India requires the capability to deploy SLBMs capable of striking targets thousands of kilometres
away. Also, the number of nuclear-powered and nuclear-missile carrying
submersible vessels of the Indian Navy will need to be enhanced appreciably. To this end, a second nuclear submarine, the INS Arighat, is already
under development and expected to be operational by 2020. But a dose of
realism also needs to be injected to counter the excessive chest-thumping
in certain quarters — the US has 72 operational nuclear submarines, Russia
over 40, UK and France between 8-12 each and China 10 (equipped with
JIN-class nuclear-tipped missiles with a range of over 7,000 kilometres).
So, while India’s newest nuclear-weapons delivery platform is a welcome
and much needed as it completes the country’s land-air-sea ability in terms
of nuclear deterrence, we have to keep the nuclear programme well-funded to ensure that future security challenges can be met effectively.
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Private partner
Despite being burned by the Airport Express
experience, Delhi Metro wants private partners
s Delhi Metro’s third phase of construction comes to an end, it now
has a track length exceeding 300
kilometers, making it one of the 10
longest metro systems in the world.
Despite delays during construction of
late, especially due to land acquisition
issues, this is a truly remarkable feat
given the Delhi Metro only started operations in 2002. No other Indian city’s current Metro track exceeds 50 kilometers
and with the proposed fourth phase of
construction, Delhi Metro will have a
track length exceeding 500 kilometers
putting it third behind Shanghai and
Beijing in terms of track length. Yet, there are a couple of proposals by the
Delhi Metro for the fourth phase that are a bit odd, to say the least.
First, there is the issue of leasing rolling stock, which is peculiar for a
large Metro system. The second is to allow private players to operate lines
on the Metro. The latter proposal is very strange indeed for the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) given how badly burned it was on the Airport Express
Line when it was under a private operator; DMRC lost a colossal arbitration award as it was deemed to have delivered deficient hardware. Of course,
there is the example of the Rapid Metro in Gurugram which was developed
and is operated by IL&FS and it has been a successful model, the only such
model in the world. That said, the Rapid Metro is a very small system. The
Hyderabad Metro is another unique Private-Public Partnership model, but
that too was rescued after the Satyam fiasco as the initial operator of the
Hyderabad Metro was Maytas Infrastructure, a Satyam subsidiary.
That is not to say that a private-partnership or a privately owned Metro
system cannot work, but the Delhi Metro’s idea of developing the hardware
and having a private operator run the trains, the way the Delhi Transport
Corporation has private buses operate, is not a great idea. Understandably,
the Delhi Metro is facing cost issues with rolling stock becoming expensive and despite two fare hikes in the past year, costs, particularly of construction, are beginning to escalate. However, the Delhi Metro must keep
building as the Metro is the only thing keeping Delhi’s economy going and
while the Metro may not be a profitable venture, its economic value to Delhi
and its suburbs cannot be understated. Going down the private operator
route, though, may not be the smartest idea.
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Military might & slight
Implicating war heroes in coup conspiracies, assassination plots and contrived
misdemeanours for political reasons undermines the health of Sri Lanka’s military

ASHOK K MEHTA
ith
no
effective
Government in Sri Lanka
after the soft coup by
President Maithripala
Sirisena on October 26, a
floor test for the two prime ministerial
claimants scheduled on November 14, and
an insecure President presiding over the
shambles, is it surprising that the Colombo
Fort Magistrate Ranga Dissanayaka has
ordered the arrest of the country’s top military officer, Chief of Defence Staff,
Admiral Ravindra Wijegunaratne before
November 9. This is not the first time such
a remand has been ordered — it was twice
earlier too including once when CDS was
in Mexico, though Sirisena intervened as
Defence Minister and Commander-inChief to close the case after Wijegunaratne’s
statement had been recorded. Apparently,
the case did not close.
There is no National Security Advisor
(NSA) in Sri Lanka, only a CDS, appointed
under an Act approved in Parliament two
years ago. It is suspected that the old regime
is behind the plot to oust Wijegunaratne. The
court has alleged that the Admiral had protected one Lt Commander Prasad
Hettiarachchi, who is the main suspect in
killing of 11 Tamil youths between 2008-09.
The officer has been playing truant —
caught in March 2017 and escaped in June
2018. According to reports, there is little
substance in the alleged charge given
there are some 572 Lt Commanders in the
Navy across the country and monitoring
their movements is not easy. Front page
allegations and arrest orders against the
CDS are not good for the morale of the Sri
Lankan armed forces.
The case highlights how divisive
domestic politics can undermine military
stature in a country where many senior officers are committed to one or the other
party. Sri Lanka Freedom Party’s (SLFP)
Sirisena is thought to have appointed former President Mahinda Rajapaksa as
Prime Minister mainly because the name
of Field Marshal Sarath Fonseka, a UNP
Minister in the National Unity Government
(NUG) of Sirisena and Ranil
Wickremesinghe, had figured in a CID
enquiry in an alleged plot to assassinate
Sirisena and Gotabhaya Rajapaksa,
Mahinda’s younger brother. In the 2015
presidential elections, Sirisena had accused
his rival Mahinda of trying to kill him. And
now he has made him Prime Minister.
Fonseka has been through this charade
before. On February 8, 2010, he was
detained, court-martialed, stripped off
General rank and jailed. As a former Army
Chief, he had dared to contest the presidential election against Mahinda Rajapaksa,
which he lost. He was charged with plotting
to assassinate Rajapaksa and allegations of
attempting a coup with help of India/R&AW
were also hurled against him. Despite being

W

one of the pivotal players in the
extermination of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
he was disgraced, the main driver for this being his arch rival
in the Army, Gotabhaya
Rajapaksa. The Army was divided between Gotabhaya’s people
and Fonseka supporters and also
along party lines.
Alongside Fonseka’s sacking, 30 officers were cashiered,
including five Major Generals
and two Brigadiers. One of the
sacked Generals is the present
Army Chief, General Mahesh
Senanayake, who had left for
Dubai and later worked in
Afghanistan. During the civil
war, he excelled as a security
force commander in Jaffna.
Though he was an Engineer
officer, he outdid himself in the
Special Forces. He is a tough, nononsense military leader who
was on wrong side of the fence.
After Rajapaksa was
defeated in 2015, Sirisena reinstated Fonseka and promoted
him as Field Marshal and made
him a minister. The political
victimization of Fonseka supporters was rectified to some
extent by the reinstatement
five years on of Senanayaka as
Army Chief. On taking over as
President on January 8, 2015,
Sirisena announced that he
would investigate the alleged
coup plot by Rajapaksa after
the latter had lost the election.
It is said that Rajapaksa tried
to get Army and police chiefs to
help him stay in power but they
did not oblige; Rajapaksa’s days
were over. Not that the Army
had not toyed with plots and
coups earlier. In 1962, was the
famous Colonels’ Coup at midnight January 27 against Prime
Minister
Sirimavo

Bandaranaike. At the time, the
officer corps was majority
Christians, Tamils and Burghers.
The Sinhalese push in the composition of the officer corps by
Bandaranaike triggered off the
abortive coup.
Yoshita Rajapaksa, son of
Mahinda Rajapaksa was commissioned in the Sri Lankan
Navy a decade ago and he was
trained in Dartmouth, UK. His
maternal grandfather was
Captain EP Wickremesinghe,
winner of Burma Cross in
World War II for ferrying logistics along the Irrawaddy river.
The Captain never made it to
Commander of the Navy, who
at the time was a Commodore,
because he was a Catholic and
victim of the 1962 coup. What
his grandfather was deprived of,
the family, especially his mother Shiranthi, hoped Yoshita
would achieve — Commander
of Navy. At Dartmouth, he was
pampered as son of a head of
state and grandson of a Burma
Cross winner. As a shareholder
of a television company he was
allegedly investigated by
Financial Crime Department
and suspended from the Navy.
Bandaranaike’s unwritten
law was that only Sinhala
Buddhists would be made commanders of the three armed services. Many officers were obliged to change their religion.
Recently, a Tamil Christian
became a Navy commander
but only for two months. The
1966
coup
followed
Bandaranaike’s defeat in elections when her successor
Dudley Senanayake began to
undo pro-Sinhala reforms of his
predecessor. The Army
Commander was arrested but
later acquitted by court.

SRI LANKA'S
MILITARY HAS BEEN
TRANSFORMED
UNDER THE
DYNAMIC
LEADERSHIP OF THE
LIKES OF FONSEKA,
SENANAYAKE AND
WIJEGUNARATNE
FROM A ‘FUNK'
FORCE TO AN ELITE
WAR-WINNING
MACHINE WHICH
DESTROYED THE
ONCE INVINCIBLE
PRABHAKARAN-LED
LTTE

The suspension of legendary then Maj Denzil
Kobbekaduwa, who later
became Lieutenant General and
a war hero and was sent to Royal
College of Defence Studies,
London by one Government,
recalled by another Government
and sent back again, was to
become LTTE’s nemesis. But
Prabhakaran got him on a landmine when he was planning a
big operation against the LTTE.
After these two abortive
coups, the Government created
the Special Branch of the Ceylon
Police to obtain early warning of
uprisings and insurrections.
Unfortunately, on returning to
power in 1970, Bandaranaike
dismantled the organization
resulting in her Government
being surprised by the JVP
revolt in 1971, in suppressing
which the Indian Army played
a significant role.
Sri Lanka’s military has
been transformed under the
dynamic leadership of the likes
of Fonseka, Senanayake and
Wijegunaratne from a ‘funk’
force to an elite war-winning
machine which destroyed the
invincible Prabhakaran-led
LTTE. In the year 2000, I did a
study of the military after its
debacle at Elephant Pass and discovered how brittle it was.
Implicating war heroes in coup
conspiracies, assassination plots
and contrived misdemeanours
for political compulsions will
certainly undermine the health
of Sri Lanka’s military.
(The writer is a retired Major
General of the Indian Army and
founder member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
revamped Integrated Defence
Staff)

SOUNDBITE
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi needs `3.6 lakh
crore from the RBI to fix
mess his economic theories created.

Both China and the US
would love to see greater
trade and economic
cooperation and intensify
discussions.

There are no ready buyers for serious cinema. .
I wish there were theatres to showcase all
types of cinema.

Modi is not a factor in
Karnataka as the people
have seen what he is
capable of. Rahul Gandhi
will lead the alliance.

Congress president
—Rahul Gandhi

China Vice President
—Wang Qishan

Filmmaker
—Sreekar Prasad

Karnataka Chief Minister
—HD Kumaraswamy

LETTERS
Delay in verdict
Sir — This refers to the editorial
“Now or never” (November 5).
Supreme Court’s deferment of
hearing of the Ayodhya case till
January 2019 by a new bench,
which will fix further date of hearing, impending end of term of the
present Government at the Centre
and uncertainty about the kind of
political establishment which will
be in power after the 2019
General Election, has made the
RSS and Hindu outfits restless.
They may be of the belief that
construction of a Ram temple in
Ayodhya can be started only in
the rule of the present Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Government at
the Centre.
Taking it a case of now or
never, they are now pressing the
Government for an ordinance/law
for construction of Ram temple.
Had the apex court allowed hearing of the Ayodhya case to begin
on October 29 as scheduled earlier and delivered its verdict, it
could have acquitted itself from
the responsibility of whatever
happens in the country in future
over the issue.
MC Joshi
Lucknow

TO

THE

EDITOR

Tigress Avni: A victim of human apathy
his refers to the editorial, “Tiger travails”
(November 6). Six-year-old tigress Avni was
killed. Many villagers have rejoiced over her
killing. Some have deeply mourned her death. Her
cubs are motherless today. Avni was blamed for the
loss of 13 lives in the area over a couple of years. It
is believed when all efforts of the forest department
to catch the big cat went in vain, it had to take
recourse to this extreme step.
Tigers are natural hunters, and forest is its territory. When forest lands are encroached upon by
human beings, then animals like these are left stranded. Every animal lover is entitled to the feeling that
Avni could have been caught alive by way of tranquilisers instead of being hunted. If the forest department planned to trap the tiger alive, one would have
hoped it had exigency measures in place to catch her
either during darkness or in case of retaliatory attack.

T

Tough sanctions
Sir— The US imposed the toughest ever sanctions on a defiant Iran
to curb Iran’s missile and nuclear
programmes and diminish its
influence in the Middle East. In
response, President Hassan
Rouhani retorted that Iran will
proudly bypass sanctions by the

the countries in Asia and Europe
to join hands against this adamant
sanctions and save themselves
from declining their economies.
India must not be optimistic
about the temporary sanction.
Ashok Kumar Sanyal
Delhi

No independence

Both sides will fiercely argue points that are in
their favour. The truth is that India has not just lost
another tiger, it has been a victim of human apathy
towards animals. Human interference in animal territory is what made Avni a man-eater and led to such
horrifying outcomes
Ganapathi Bhat
Akola

United States. The Trump
Administration wants to stop
what it calls Tehran’s “malign”
activities including cyber attacks,
ballistic missile tests, and support
for terror groups in the Middle
East India and China — the two
biggest buyers of Iranian crude,
have so far appeared to have
skipped the punitive American
sanctions targeting the Iranian oil
and financial sectors. Though

the two Asian giants are believed
to be among the eight countries
that have been given the rare temporary exemptions from the
Iranian sanctions, but ultimately
this sanction will not only affect
its allies rather it will disturb the
economy of entire world.
This is US monopolistic attitude, which is unbecoming. As US
sanctions doesn’t have backing of
United Nations, it is high time for

Sir — New Caledonia has rejected the proposal to detach itself
from France in a vote with 56 per
cent voting against independence. While 43.6 per cent voted
to leave, it was closer than
expected. French President
Emmanuel Macron commented
that it showed “confidence in the
French Republic”. New
Caledonia is home to a quarter
of the world’s known nickel supply and is a strategic foothold for
France in a Pacific region coming under intense strategic focus.
May be the same logic could
apply to England with its
Falkland Islands off the coast of
Argentina.
Dennis Fitzgerald
Melbourne
Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Catch-22
situation for Modi
To build a Ram Temple in Ayodhya may give the
BJP a boost; but is that a realistic possibility
given the Supreme Court is seized of the matter?
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT
SHOCKING THAT MALLIKARJUN KHARGEJI EQUATED
MODIJI WITH HITLER. I WANT TO TELL HIM IT WAS
INDIRAJI WHO GOVERNED LIKE HITLER.
—UNION MINISTER
RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD

EFFORTS ARE BEING MADE TO BRING DICTATORSHIP
TO INDIA. WHAT HITLER DID TO GERMANY, PRIME
MINISTER MODI WANTS TO DO THE SAME IN INDIA.
—CONGRESS LEADER
MALLIKARJUN KHARGE

IPOs: Benefits and pitfalls
KALYANI SHANKAR
ow that the Supreme Court has made it clear that the Ayodhya
title suit is not its priority and even the hearing date will be
decided in January 2019, the saffron parties are getting agitated about the construction of Ram temple in Ayodhya. “We have
other priorities,” a Bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi
had said last week. Building the Ram temple in Ayodhya has long
been a promise of the Sangh Parivar. The RSS is of the view that
temple must be constructed at the birthplace of Lord Ram and the
site should be given to Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas, but this had not
been possible due to legal complications thus far.
The pressure has grown from Sangh affiliates after the RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat in his Vijaya Dashami address demanded:
"The Government should bring an ordinance and build the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya. No more politics over it now. It's not a controversy between religions.” In addition, the Kumbh Mela from
January 15 to March 4 in Allahabad/Prayagraj will create the right
atmosphere for the ‘Build Ram Mandir’ chorus. The question is
whether the Government should take the ordinance route for construction of a temple when the apex court is reviewing the title suit.
There are some who feel that faith should not overrule the law. The
Sabarimala controversy has added to this view. On the other hand,
the saffron brigade feels that the legal review has gone on too long
and it must be brought to closure soon. Does the Government have
a majority in the Upper House to bring in a law? Can a Bill be pushed
through in a joint sitting of Parliament? The Narendra Modi
Government is in a catch 22-situation, as the matter is technically sub-judice. Except the Shiv Sena almost all other allies of the
BJP believe that such a move will create an atmosphere of distrust in the minority community. Interestingly, on January 7, 1993,
a month after the Babari Masjid was demolished, the Narasimha
Rao Government acquired 66.7 acres of land in Ayodhya, including the 2.77 acres on which the demolished structure had stood,
through an ordinance, which was subsequently replaced by the
Acquisition of Certain Areas at Ayodhya Act, 1993. When it was
challenged, the Apex Court upheld its constitutionality in 1994. The
dispute now, as per the court's interpretation, is the title issue.
The BJP’s 2014 manifesto said: “BJP reiterates its stand to
explore all possibilities within the framework of the Constitution to
facilitate the construction of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya.” Party
chief Amit Shah had declared recently that “the BJP is firm on the
Ram Temple issue... efforts will be made to ensure that the mandir
is constructed under Constitutional provisions.” Within the party,
there is an overwhelming opinion that a decision should be expedited. The VHP has urged the Government to bring in legislation
in the ensuing Winter Session of Parliament. The temple movement gathered further momentum on Sunday with 3,000 seers,
including Baba Ramdev and Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, passing a resolution asking the Government to either bring an Ordinance or enact
a law for the construction of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya. Senior
BJP leaders like Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and
Union minister Uma Bharti have called for an amendment to the
Constitution if required for the construction of a grand Ram Temple.
The Opposition, of course, would not like to give any electoral
advantage to the BJP as they feel that the BJP has milked the Ram
issue for years. According to Congress leader P Chidambaram:
“The Congress’ stated position is that the matter is before the
Supreme Court and everyone should wait until the Supreme Court
decides... We should not jump the gun.” The Left parties and others are waiting for the Government’s move. A section of the BJP
feels the ordinance route could force the Congress to take a stand
on the temple at a time when it is projecting a soft Hindutva line.
All AIMM president Asaduddin Owaisi has challenged the BJP to
bring an ordinance. Ultimately, it is a political call though the party
argues that it is a question of faith. Has raising the Ram Temple
issue provided electoral benefits for the BJP? Though the party
benefitted initially, especially in the early 1990s, it was not for long.
It formed the Government in Uttar Pradesh for a brief period but
ever since 1996 ceased to be the single largest party in the State
until the 2017 landslide. Even in Ayodhya, though the BJP candidate always did well, the margin has been steadily declining. But
no doubt raising Ayodhya will divert attention from the issues the
Opposition wants to focus on. While there is much debate in the
media and elsewhere, there is simply no movement in Government
circles. Rightly, the Government is cautious and does not want to
take any hasty step that might damage the Government’s image
internationally. Any move on the Ram Temple will only be initiated after the outcome of the Assembly polls in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Telangana is known on December 11.
(The writer is a senior political commentator)
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There are IPOs that steadily decline for months after peaking on listing day. Some simply trade
sideways forever with fading volume turnover. It pays to plan your stop-loss strategy early

HIMA BINDU KOTA
he current state of stock market is at best
choppy and uncertain, but that has not
weakened the resolve of many companies
and Government entities to not to make
an entry into the stock market via the tried
and tested IPO route. However, amid spiralling crude
prices and sky-rocketing fuel prices on the domestic front, the uncertain market is quickly morphing
into a bearish sentiment. Is this a great time to launch
an IPO or better still invest into one? Some analysts
are of the opinion that this is a long term investor's
market whereas others are of the view that the current market conditions are anything but investor
friendly and should be avoided pending some much
required stability and predictability.
The investors in the Indian stock market have
always weathered the ups and downs of the market conditions. But of late it is the IPOs which are
gaining some attention and most of the time the
attention is turning notorious due to many of the
IPO offerings bombing on their listing day; so
much so that they are getting inducted into the
stock market below their initial offer price.
There are multiple instances in the recent past
when good and profitable organisations, both public and private have shockingly failed to deliver
through the IPO route and got badgered on their
first day at the stock market. The recently
launched IPO of the railways engineering and construction firm, IRCON International (Indian
Railway Construction Company) is one such
example. Although, it raised `466 crore through
public issue and was subscribed almost 10 times,
the stock price plunged to `412.95 at the National
Stock Exchange on the closing day against the
issue price of `475. On the BSE, the stock price
opened at `410.30, which was a day’s low, and
closed at `416.65, down 12.3 per cent. The intraday high was at `464.40. This for a company that
had its order books full, and had explicit recommendations of premier research houses.
Since the past few decades, the IPO market has
been anything but a resounding success. Sure there
have been a few exceptions but largely it has been a
spectacular failure, with a number of high-profile
companies falling off dramatically after first sprinting out of the gate. Some analysts have pinned the
blame on a poor economic environment, contending that given the uneven macro picture, coupled with
all the major indexes being off by more than five per
cent over the last 12 months, the landscape was unaccommodating to all equities, let alone IPOs. No question, market fundamentals and the performance of
the broader economy will inevitably impact the valuation of any public company. But such talk is a bit
misguided with respect to the real reason why recent
IPOs have generally failed: The very process for bringing new issues to market is broken, rife with serious
conflicts of interests and essentially set up to fail retail
investors. Though this might seem like an exaggeration, but is actually worth thinking about.
Let’s look at the mechanics of the IPO
process. On a basic level, it’s like flipping a house,
but instead of an individual purchasing a home
and waiting a year or two to allow the market to
go up, deep pocketed IPO investors, conspiring
with investment banks, sometimes wait only a few
days, once a flurry of public buying artificially
inflates the price, before converting their initial
investment into outsized gains. In fact the more
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THE INVESTORS
IN THE INDIAN
STOCK MARKET
HAVE ALWAYS
WEATHERED THE
UPS AND DOWNS
OF MARKET
CONDITIONS. BUT OF
LATE IT IS THE IPOs
WHICH ARE GAINING
SOME ATTENTION
AND MOST OF THE
TIME THE
ATTENTION
IS TURNING
NOTORIOUS DUE TO
MANY OF THE
OFFERINGS
BOMBING ON THEIR
LISTING DAY; SO
MUCH SO, THAT
THEY ARE GETTING
INDUCTED INTO THE
STOCK MARKET
BELOW THEIR
INITIAL
OFFER PRICE

the stark reality comes out the more the
small budgeted common retail investor
will surely back out but for that a comprehensive understanding of the IPO
system is crucial.
Currently, many retail investors have
a very limited understanding of how a
company is taken public. Some don’t
know, for instance, that an investment
bank determines the issue price, not the
market. Others aren't aware that the same
investment bank then turns around and
provides their institutional clients —
typically ultra-high-net-worth individuals and large pension and mutual funds,
among others — the first opportunity to
buy those shares, well before the general
public gets a crack at them. Fewer probably realize the stakes for venture capital
firms, who, having plowed large sums into
these companies in the years leading up
to their public debut, are eager to cash out
their restricted stock once the six-month
unlocking period expires.
Working together, all these factors
stack the deck against the average investor,
who is basically a dupe in this entire
scheme. Many don't realize that they are
being used like this, and what's worse, it’s
as if they don't care. What matters to them
is that a hot, new IPO is about to hit the
market, and they want in, and no valuation is too high, because in the short-term
at least, they all go up. Since investor
awareness is very low in India, the IPO
saga keeps getting repeated over and over
again. This is fuelled by some lucky
investors who manage to sell off their stock
just in time and make some money.
The retail investors in India like anywhere else in the world are the most risk
exposed section of the investing community. Investing in IPOs for these investors
can be massively profitable as a hot stock
can double or triple in price in a short
time. But it can also be equally risky
because not all IPOs are born superstars.

The retail investor is continuously looking forward to put the money where it
would deliver better than bank interest
rate. This makes the retail investor community to sometime take risks which ultimately spell doom for their limited funds.
IPOs can quickly turn from being awesome stock market investment option to
being a rapid method to lose good
money in the blink of an eye. IPOs need
careful scrutiny by which one does not
mean relying solely on the analysis of the
research houses which themselves may
have an interest involved.
Unlike other listed stocks in the market, IPOs do not have a trading history.
There is no way for one to evaluate how
the market will judge the stock until it is
listed. Buying a stock at an IPO price does
not mean that one is buying it at the bottom. It is simply priced according to how
much the market is willing to pay based
on surveys done among investors by the
underwriter. Some IPOs may be perceived
to be relatively cheap based on growth
prospects while others may be seen as
expensive. Until the IPO is finally traded
on the stock exchange, one will never
know where the stock is going. These are
the pitfalls in IPO investment.
Some simple precautions can ensure
smooth stock market investment experience, especially the IPO related investments. IPOs can be unpredictable in the
first few days of trading. Plan your selling strategy. You can lock in your profits
once you have achieved your target
returns shortly after listing day. Moreover,
unless you firmly and really believe in the
IPO stock for long-term investment,
take the chance to cash in on your gains
whenever the opportunity presents itself.
You can always decide to buy it back later
when you are more comfortable with the
trend of the stock. If you believe in the
potential of the IPO and you want to buy
more shares of the stock, it is best that you

wait for few more days for the stock to settle down before you begin to accumulate.
When a company is going public,
underwriters want to make sure that the
IPO is going to be successful no matter
how unattractive the investment offer.
Expect IPOs to be heavily promoted by
underwriters because it is their job to sell
them to the investing public.
IPOs with familiar brand names
sometimes readily tempt us but may not
be be necessarily good investments.
Although a strong brand recall definitely helps in promoting the IPO, there is no
guarantee that the stock will do well once
it gets listed. Every IPO has a different
story to tell. There are IPOs with good
brand names but no solid financials to
show. For example, the company may be
heavily indebted or operating margins
may be below industry average. This has
a bearing on how the stock will do once
listed. Make sure that before you invest in
IPOs you first read the investment
prospectus. Find out what the business
model of the company is all about.
What is the earnings track record of
the company and how will earnings grow
further after the IPO? How will the proceeds of IPO help the company expand
and monetise its brand? Every now and
then, there will always be a chance that
you may invest in the wrong IPO stock.
When this happens, be prepared to cut
your losses. Avoid getting so emotionally involved with the promise of an IPO
that you forget to control your risks.
Managing your risk is more than investing in the right IPO stocks. It is also about
controlling your losses. There are IPOs
that steadily decline for months after peaking on listing day. Some simply trade sideways forever with fading volume turnover.
It pays to plan your stop-loss strategy early
on to protect your investments.
(The writer is Assistant Professor,
Amity University)

Towards achieving development goals

FOREIGNEYE

Hosting the Maternal, Newborn and Child Health Forum is an opportunity for India. It will bring innovation and global best-practices to
the forefront and draw attention towards the need to follow them if we are to reach our sustainable development goals

ALKA ARYA

n the last few months, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
extensively spoken about
Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan, and the
fact that the initiative has enabled
the Government to save lives of the
children. Speaking on the behalf of
World Health Organisation
(WHO), the Prime Minister said
that around three lakh children
have been saved with the Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan. During the question hour in the Rajya Sabha,
Union Rural Development Minister,
Narendra Singh Tomar, also
informed that through Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, the percentage of
cleanliness which earlier was 38 per
cent in India, has now been raised
to 89 per cent.
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And by doing this, nearly three
lakh children have been saved from
dying due to preventable diseases.
The Union Minister also shared that
in the increase registered, no case
of any children death due to the
dirt-borne diseases has been
recorded by the Ministry. Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan has benefited a
large number of children and
women under its umbrella.
Children’s health is primarily
affected due to open defecation. In
order to safeguard health of every
woman and every child in India, the
Government is also working for
Ever y Woman Ever y Child
(EWEC). The PMNCH 2018
Partners’ Forum will be held in
December this year in Delhi.
Partnership for Maternal,
Newborn and Child Health
(PMNCH Partnership) Forum and
Government of India will bring
1,200 partners together on a platform who will dedicate themselves
to the ‘Every Woman and Every
Child’ Movement and to the global strategy for health of women,

children and adolescents. The list of
nominated countries for this international level programme includes
all the regions and countries of all
financial groups, and also the countries of G7, G20, BRICS.
As forum champions, highly
regarded global leaders and influential persons will play a key role
in the success of the forum.
Maintaining the global momentum
of the health issues regarding
women, child and adolescent and to
promote responsibility and knowledge exchange will be the prime
focus.
The Partners Forum’s emphasis
will be on achieving the three main
goals — to make greater outreach
to priorities, strategies and technical approaches and make a
roadmap to accelerate the acidification of global strategies between
more than 1,000 partners of
PMNCH and 10 constituency
groups and its contribution in carrying forward the Universal Health
C overage and Sustainable
Development Target 2030.

Discussing maximum knowledge of best practices to support
action and accountability and political focus on every woman and
every child’s priorities and improving solid antibodies, support the
work of EWEC High Level Steering
Group Champions.
EWEC include early child
development, teen health and welfare, quality in services, fairness and
prosperity, genital and reproductive
health and empowerment of rights.
The Partners Forum will help
stakeholders of all countries to
showcase how to grow through new
examples — despite fewer
resources, there are many progressive examples available. In this
Forum, 12 countries will talk about
their respective best practices.
For instance, Germany will talk
about the best practice of encouraging early childhood intervention for the needy families, and
Cambodia will share the experience
of identifying poor family units.
America will tell about the initiative called ‘Voice for Healthy

Children’. It is an initiative that
mobilises and organises people to
support the advancing of those policies which are involved in enhancing the access to safe places for children’s healthy eating and physical
activities.
In this programme, South
Africa will discuss in detail about
his national campaign, ‘She
Conquers’. It will explain that many
Government departments, stakeolder groups and young people
empower the need to address the
burden of HIV and also encourage
teenage girls and young women to
control their future.
As far as the host country,
India is concerned, it will present
Mission Indradhanush as a case
study on this occasion. Mission
Indradhanush is a programme that
runs in collaboration with the
Health and Family Welfare Ministry
and 11 other ministries. It aims to
increase the percentage of access to
inoculation to 90 per cent of children and pregnant women of the
country by 2020.

The point to be noted is that in
India, the percentage of regular
inoculation was increasing by one
per cent annually in children
between the years 2009-2013.
Around 65 per cent of children in
the country get complete inoculation in the first year of their birth.
The Union Government launched
Mission Indradhanush with the
intention of providing inoculation
services to maximum children and
providing them safe and healthy
lives and according to Government
sources, the rate of inoculation
has increased by about 6.7 per cent
in the first two phases in which it
started.
Hosting the Partnership for
Maternal, Newborn and Child
Health Forum is an opportunity for
India. It will bring innovation and
global best-practices to the forefront and draw attention towards
the need to follow them if we are to
reach our sustainable development
goals.
(The writer is an ex-journalist
and columnist)

END YEMEN’S
AGONY
Though much remains
clouded in the murder of
Jamal Khashoggi, this
much is clear: Saudi
Arabia’s rulers are not to be
trusted. The crisis calls for
an immediate halt to the
bombing in Yemen,
combined with the start of
negotiations and a largescale, global relief effort led
by the United States.
(New York Times editorial)
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FESTIVE BOOST TO HIRING
Amidst festive season, e-tailing giants are on a hiring spree, particularly for temporary
jobs like delivery and warehousing personnel to cope with the increased volume of sales.
PIONEER AVENUES brings you a report
ccording to Indeed’s recent data
collected from October 2017 to
September 2018, jobseeker’s
interest in delivery jobs is twice as high
as the number of available job postings
for such roles. Among metro cities,
Bengaluru sees the highest demand for
such roles among job seekers, making
up to 14 per cent of the national
demand across India. However, the city
sees only four per cent of all such job
postings in the country, demand
exceeds available job openings by over
seven times.
New Delhi sees the maximum
share of posting for delivery jobs with
12 per cent of all such openings across
India. Job seeker interest in these roles,
however, is relatively low among the residents of the city, with only six per cent
of national demand for these profiles
coming from New Delhi. Other cities
such as Hyderabad and Mumbai also
see comparatively higher rates of
demand for delivery job roles with
respect to the number of available job
openings.
With India being one of the fastest
growing Internet economies in the
world, Internet services industry estimated to create 12 million new jobs in
the country by 2022. The sector is
poised to create employment across various levels, be it in terms of design and
development roles, or to a larger extent
in terms of opportunities for self
employment, such as delivery personnel and drivers, as well as allied roles
like on-ground staff, logistics handlers, and so on.
Despite regulations being put into
place to facilitate the application of
drones for civilian and commercial purposes by the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), drone delivery
is still years away in the Indian consumer market.
Meanwhile, in light of the festival
season this year, e-tailing giants are on
a hiring spree, particularly for temporary workers such as delivery and warehousing personnel to cope with the
increased volume of sales. With measures to upskill new recruits, in keeping with the Government’s National
Skill Development Mission, e-commerce companies ensure that they
have a trained pool of talent to draw on,
while also equipping workers with the
requisite skills to find employment
across other tech-driven supply chains.
While delivery job roles are traditionally considered ‘gigs’, part-time
employment options or additional

In a move to help students, NTA
has uploaded expert lectures for
NEET UG to prepare candidates for
this crucial examination. These
videos have been created by IIT
Professors and subject —
Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics,
and Biology.
“Students will have to prepare
well for NEET examination as
over 7,000 new registrations will
add to NEET since the
examination has been mandated
for overseas MBBS aspirants.
Further, in a move to support the
Government in preparing
students for NEET, Texila
Academy, an exclusive platform
for NEET preparations, will be
rolling out free study material and
unveiling digital classrooms for

AMONG THE METROS,
BENGALURU SEES THE
HIGHEST DEMAND FOR
LOGISTICS & DELIVERY JOBS
AMONG SEEKERS, MAKING
UP TO 14 PER CENT OF THE
NATIONAL DEMAND ACROSS
INDIA. DEMAND EXCEED
AVAILABLE JOB OPENINGS
BY OVER SEVEN TIMES

WHILE DELIVERY JOB ROLES ARE
TRADITIONALLY CONSIDERED GIGS,
PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS
FOR ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF
INCOME, AN INCREASING NUMBER
OF EDUCATED YOUTH ARE SEEKING
THIS TYPE OF JOB GIVEN THE
DEARTH OF SUITABLE WORK
OPPORTUNITIES FOR SKILLED
LABOUR

THE E-COMMERCE SECTOR IS POISED TO CREATE EMPLOYMENT
ACROSS VARIOUS LEVELS, BE IT DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT ROLES,
OR OPPORTUNITIES FOR SELF-EMPLOYMENT SUCH AS DELIVERY
PERSONNEL & DRIVERS, AS WELL AS ALLIED ROLES LIKE
ON-GROUND STAFF AND LOGISTICS HANDLERS

he Young India Fellowship (YIF) invites application for its oneyear multidisciplinary postgraduate diploma programme in
T
Liberal Studies at Ashoka Universïty. Students from all disciplines
and areas of study are eligible to YIF — whether they are engineers,
designers, commerce graduates, or literature enthusiasts, all are guided towards reaching their full potential.
The programme is delivered through a mix of:
nClassroom lectures by leading faculty from India & abroad
nSkill development workshops run by experts and qualified peers
nReal life projects under the experiential learning module
nMentoring by experienced professionals from different fields
nConnect with 1,125 (and counting) strong and successful alumni pool
Financial assistance and scholarships: The Young India Fellowship
attracts applicants from all social or economic strata. To make it
possible for all deserving applicants to avail this, YIF offers needbased financial assistance on tuition and hostel.
The deadline for round I of admissions is November 15, 2018.
For more details, email at yifadmissions@ashoka.edu.in or contact
on +91-130-2300000 or visit the website.

sources of income, an increasing number of educated youth are seeking this
type of job given the dearth of suitable
work opportunities for skilled labour.
With the average monthly salary for
these roles being a little over `14,000
per month, young educated job seekers prefer this kind of work to other
avenues that often require intensive
labour and pay poorly. Companies too,
prefer talent that is trainable and readily deployable.
Commenting on this, Sashi Kumar,
MD, Indeed India, said: “The job market is seeing greater numbers of parttime and flexible avenues of work, with
a significant share of opportunities
being created for employment in this
manner. However, it is important to

imed at setting a new benchmark for
online education, UpGrad has relaunched the Entrepreneurship
Certification Programme with
Masterclasses on leadership by Ronnie
Screwvala.
Around 83 per cent of the workforce
in India would prefer to be an entrepreneur as per the Randstad Work monitor
survey. Speaking at the launch, Screwvala,
co-founder, UpGrad, said: “India is
filled with aspiring entrepreneurs without
access to the right training.
Entrepreneurship is not only about learning how to create business models, but also
about becoming an effective leader. These
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keep in mind that the gig economy may
only benefit a highly skilled professional, who can offer their expertise
while enjoying a flexible lifestyle. While
jobs that require a lower level of skills
such as delivery jobs often demand odd
hours of work under stressful conditions. Such job seekers usually take to
these roles because they need a source
of income, rather than for reasons of
convenience or flexibility.
“The need for steady jobs continue to persist in India, even as the global economy is embracing flexible work
options and entrepreneurship. The
Government in India too is bolstering
emerging entrepreneurs by supporting
their ventures towards generating
employment in the long run.”

Innovate learning practises
eveloping a proactive system to identify prospective
D
needs and prepare graduates for
an uncertain future is a major
challenge that educational institutions must face by developing
linkages with the labour market and tailoring programmes
to match their demands. The
Commonwealth Of Learning’s
(COL) president and CEO,
Professor Asha Kanwar spoke
about these challenges and
other emerging trends in her
speech at the Asian Association
of Open Universities (AAOU)
32nd annual conference in
Vietnam.
In the presentation titled
Human Resource Development
and Lifelong Learning for Open
Universities, Professor Kanwar

Commonwealth Of Learning’s president & CEO, Prof Asha Kanwar at the 32nd
annual conference of Asian Association of Open Universities in Vietnam

encouraged open universities to
strengthen their outreach to
wider constituencies, including
the unreached, and integrate
employability by responding
to market needs. She called for
more investments in innovative

learning and the re-imagining
of policies and practices to suit
lifelong learners at different
stages of their lives.
To prepare learners for
employment and entrepreneurship, professor Kanwar

Teaching professionals’ Olympiad
Venkateswaran, MD, Oxford
University Press India, said: “The
OUP firmly believes that the teacher
is the principle pivot in the teachinglearning eco-system. Such initiatives
help teachers gain insights into their
competencies and create a developmental path for themselves. We help
teachers to accelerate their developmental journey by offering a wide
range of online and offline teacher
development programmes, including

courses that are certified by the
University of Oxford.”
The OUP, India will sponsor the
top two winners of TPO 2018 English
tracks (middle school and secondary/senior secondary) to attend the
two-week Oxford English Language
Teachers’ Academy Masterclass at the
University of Oxford, UK. The second
and third rank holders of the middle
school English track and second rank
holders of secondary and senior sec-

ondary English tracks will be sponsored for the Oxford Teachers’
Academy Online training programme
in partnership with the University of
Oxford. Rank holders fourth to seventh
of the Middle School English track and
rank holders third to fifth of Secondary
and Senior Secondary English tracks
will receive sponsorship for OUP’s
Online Teacher Training programme.
This year, TPO is available in 21
subject tracks (up from 14 last year)

Entrepreneurship certification programme
PNS n NEW DELHI

2018

PREPARATIONS

PNS n NEW DELHI

fourth edition of CENTA’s flagship initiative, Teaching Professionals’
Olympiad (TPO) 2018. A national
competition for teachers in the format
of a multiple-choice test, TPO 2018 will
be held on December 8, 2018 in 46 cities
in India and at CENTA’s international
centres in Dubai and Abu Dhabi.
Speaking about OUP’s association
with CENTA, Sivaramakrishnan

Windows
The online application for
National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) 2019 is open for
admission to the
undergraduate (UG)
MBBS courses. This
is the first time when
NEET examination is
being conducted by the
newly formed National
Testing Agency (NTA) that
has replaced the
competitive exams related
functions of Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE).

Young India Fellowship

he Oxford University Press (OUP)
has partnered with Centre for
T
Teacher Accreditation (CENTA) for the

Learn from yesterday, live for
today, hope for tomorrow
— Albert Einstein

NEET 2019
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

are leadership traits that one can learn with
experience or better still, borrowing from
other’s experiences.”
Besides the masterclasses, the threemonth online entrepreneurship programme covers topics from idea validation to finding the right product-market
fit to building the business. Deep Kalra
from MakeMyTrip, Bhavish Aggarwal
from Ola, Ambareesh Murthy from
Pepper Fry, and 60 other top entrepreneurs have contributed and been interviewed for the course content. Case studies on many startups are part of the learning programme. Students also benefit
from one-on-one mentorship and feedback with top industry experts and networking sessions with fellow budding and

seasoned entrepreneurs.
As a part of the programme, students
will receive grading and feedback on their
business plan. The students with the top
25 business plans get an opportunity to
pitch their idea to a panel of investors and
receive funding of `10 lakhs.
The course costs `80,000 plus taxes
and is available on easy EMI option with
credit cards of leading banks. UpGrad is
also offering a partial scholarship to
early applicants of the programme.
Screwvala also said that it’s not just
about the lectures and courses, but it’s
about giving our learners the right
guidance, environment and most importantly the confidence to build that next
big thing.

proposed the integration of
three essential illiteracies in
schools’ curricular — human,
data and technological.
Human literacy will help
learners make ethical choices to
equip them for social engagement through effective communication.
Data literacy will enable
learners to find meaning in the
flood of existing information.
Technological literacy will help
learners to deploy software and
hardware in order to maximise
their powers to achieve and create.
Founded in 1987, the
AAOU is a non-profit organisation of higher learning institutions concerned with open
and distance education in Asia.

across primary, middle, secondary
and senior secondary school levels. The
primary track (mix of language, Maths
and EVS) is also available in six language — Hindi, Marathi, Kannada,
Tamil and Telugu along with English.
The winners will also give away
100 plus cash awards (`1 lakh to
`5,000), sponsorship to the education
conference in Dubai, co-authoring the
second edition of Chalk and
Challenges — a book on teaching perspectives, and smartphones for toppers of the primary regional language
tracks.

MASTER IN PUBLIC HEALTH
The University of New
South Wales, Sydney, has
announced admissions to a
Masters in Public Health (MPH)
for students from India in partnership with Apollo Hospitals
and its education arm —
MedVarsity.
The MPH programme will
fosters understanding of public health including epidemiology, biostatistics, social determinants of health, health promotion, population-targeted
health research methods, and
health programme design,
implementation and evaluation.
MODE OF STUDY: The
programme can be undertaken
either full-time or part-time
through online mode to encourage students to continue working while they study and comprises a total of eight courses of
48 units of credit (UOC) with
168 hours of internship.
The coursework is delivered
by world-class research-oriented academics at UNSW’s School
of Public Health and
Community Medicine. For
those students studying fully
online from India, the capstone
learning experience is undertaken in India, provided through
their partner networks in leading organisations including the
George Institute for Global
Health India, SRM University
Chennai, Apollo Hospitals Total
Health Programme.
Students will be in a dynamic, virtual classroom with other
students from Australia and
around the world and studying
toward a UNSW awarded
Master of Public Health.
ELIGIBILITY:
The requirement for entry
into both the Sydney-based and
fully online Master of Public
Health programme requires
applicants to have either an
equivalent of a four-year degree
in a field relevant to public
health or a three-year degree
and two years full-time professional or volunteer experience in the field.
IMPORTANT DATES:
The programme is scheduled
to begin from mid- February,
2019 for which the last date to
apply is November 30, 2018.
For programme beginning in
mid- September, the closing
dates for applications is July 31,
2019.

NEET aspirants. The study
material will be chalked down by
experts in the field and we will
promote it through digital
platforms,” Saju Bhaskar,
president of MCI recognised
Texila American University based
in Caribbean, says.

EXAM PATTERN

The NEET UG- 2019 shall consist
of one paper containing 180
objective type questions from
Physics, Chemistry and Biology.
This will be a single exam in penand- paper mode. The duration of
paper would be three hours.

IMPORTANT DATES

The NEET 2019 has been
scheduled for May 5. For more
information, log on to
www.ntaneet.nic.in.

CLINICAL COSMETOLOGY
The Institute of Laser and
Aesthetic Medicine (ILAMED),
New Delhi, invites application
for its Post-Graduate Diploma in
Clinical
Cosmetology
(PGDCC).
As modern Medical sciences and aesthetic beauty treatments have been uniting, clinical cosmetology arose as a completely new field, flourishing at
an astounding speed in recent
years in India as well as abroad.
Subsequently, there has been an
increase in demand by medical
scholars and practicing doctors
for medical institutes that can
impart certifications in the
growing field of clinical cosmetology. ILAMED’s courses are
meeting the demands of such
professionals who are eager to
learn the intricacies of this discipline.
COURSE CURRICULUM:
It comprises of sessions on special treatments for skin diseases and disorders (acne treatment, fractional laser for scars
and pigmentation, mole and
skin tag removals), on antiaging treatments, chemical peels
for different skin types and in
various procedures like laser hair
removals or body contouring
DURATION: Six months
online followed by two weeks of
hands-on training.
ELIGIBILITY: For doing
PGDCC, the basic requirement
is a medical degree from a
reputed medical college. One
can avail the training and certificate of PGDCC to become
either a specialist or a trainer in
Cosmetology. Those, who have
a diploma or masters in dermatology, can also train in
Medical Cosmetology to
enhance their practice and
become a specialist.
HOW TO APPLY: Walk-in
available: E-52, GK-II, New
Delhi-110048 or contact: +91
7838606869 /+91 9873902645 or
email at courses@ilamed.org,
info@ilamed.org.
LAST DATE: November
30, 2018.

Finesse 2018 conference
PNS n NEW DELHI

he Forum for International
and National Awareness
T
(FINA) of Dyal Singh Evening
College, a full-fledged day college, University of Delhi, recently organised a two-day extravaganza — Finesse 2018 — in the
college campus. Themed
Finesse-Envisioning a New
Vision, the conference was
organised in collaboration with
(L-R) Dr Sumita Puri, FINA convenors along the committee for the welfare of
with Dr Rita Chowdhury, director, NBT and Dr North-east students.
Pawan Kumar Sharma, Principal, Dyal Singh
Inaugurated by Principal
Evening College
Dr Pawan Kumar Sharma,

FINA convenors Dr Sumita
Puri and Dr Brati Biswas, the
event was graced by the presence of Dr Rita Chowdhury,
director, NBT as a chief guest
who encouraged the students
through her words of wisdom.
The ceremony marked the
unveiling of FINA Gazette, a
periodic E-video newsletter.
Around 150 students from various colleges and universities
attended the event for a series
of competitions which included open mic, turncoat debate,
quiz and cover page designing.
“FINA has set the stage for

many aspirants in the past to
articulate their opinions about
issues that put thinking minds
to unrest. Finesse 2018 is yet
another endeavour to address
the compulsions of traditions
and modernity, globalisation
and the Indian economic or
political turbulence and the
challenges faced by the people
of the North East on the Indian
minds. The need of the hour is
dissemination of accurate facts,
sensitisation towards international and national concerns
and the enunciation of alternate
viewpoints,” Dr Puri says.
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‘How to avoid
plagiarism’
Students engage in plagiarism because
they are confused when it comes to
intentional and unintentional copying,
says PROFESSOR P SAHNI
ow many of us can vouch
that we have not copied from
content online and pasted it
as our own on our social media,
school assignments or at work? Most
of the time, students are not conscious that they are involved in such
an infringing activity of plagiarising
mainly because they are not made
aware about the importance of
Intellectual Property Law and the
consequences of plagiarism in
schools and universities. And they
regard such act as innocuous or
even trendy. Although there are
penalties laid down in the policies of
school and university administration, most of them fail to acknowledge the role of the behavioural factors. In such cases, it becomes
imperative for the education system
to create awareness and to encourage individual creativity in submissions.
The main reasons for engaging
in plagiarism are:
Laziness: ‘I’ll do it tomorrow’ is
the most common excuse to refrain
to procrastinate. It shows that the
person not only avoids facing challenges, but also consciously keeps
away from the struggle to get the
desired results in the field.
Lack of interest: Frequently students are burdened with lots of
assignments. Such disinterest surfaces when the topic is new or if a
student feels disconnected with the
topic, ultimately results in copying
from the already existing literature.
Lack of confidence: Another big
contributor is performance pressure
or an anticipation of being judged
on the quality of work submitted to
meet the expectations of others or
just to attain or secure a better outcome in examinations, resorts to
plagiarising the content.
High workload and stress: The
pressure to fulfill all the duties and
responsibilities assigned at a short
period of time, results in finishing
the work in haste. In such cases,
people use such tactics of plagiarising from other’s work and completing a job or an assignment to meet

H

Take a

2nd

chance

There are many aspirants who are taking the JEE exam again in January
2019 to improve their score. RAJSHEKHAR RATREY shares tips on what one
should do and what to avoid this time around
ver 11.5 lakh students
appeared for JEE this year.
The JEE 2019 should see a
surge in candidates since the NTA
is going to hold it on multiple dates
during the year. Every year, a
large number of students are those
who take JEE for the second time.
If you haven’t fared well in the May
2018 exam and want to give it a
second chance, you can choose to
do so in January.
No matter what your choice is,
you need to start out by finding out
where you went wrong. This analysis of your exam performance last
year will help you a long way. You
have one factor that differentiates
you from everyone who will give
JEE for the first time-experience.
Ensure that you use this to your
advantage. Follow the tips below:
Focus on the subject that
you scored the least in: Find out

O

which subject did you lose most of
your marks in your earlier
attempts and start with that one.
Studying it at the start of your
preparation and following it up
with many revisions will help you
score higher. Ensure that you
make flashcards and notes for all
chapters and topics in this subject.
You should also make a with a last
minute revision list which will help
you study just before the exam.
Revise all concepts that were
given importance in your earlier exams: Analyse your earlier
mock tests and try to remember
the questions you did not get right
in the JEE 2018 or 2017 exam.
Make notes on these concepts. Use
charts and diagrams to help you
remember these concepts better.
Focusing on understanding these
concepts, instead of simply rote
learning them. If you have any

n today's world, it is pertinent to keep a
balance between highs and lows. We
succumb to peer pressure due to family
expectations, career or business goals and
immediate gratification syndrome. During
these times it is only the power of positive
mindset and thought process which can help
you break the vicious cycle. Studies have
proved that benefits of positive thinking are
vital keys for long term success.
n Positive Aura: If our mind thinks in a
positive way; a positive aura surrounds our
personality which makes us stand out from
the crowd. People always interact & connect
with pleasing personalities. This gives us the
edge of better first impression. In turn, this
has a great impact in

I

doubts, get them resolved immediately instead of waiting until the
last minute.
Practice problems that took
you more time to solve in the earlier exam: As much as you need
to get your concepts right, you also
need heaps of practice. Solve calculation based questions and
develop time-saving strategies.
Decide which sections you should
attempt first and which ones will
you leave for the end.
Also, map out questions where
you tend to get held up. Plan the
amount of time that you would
spend during the exam to solve
various types of questions.
Moreover, solve mock tests and
previous year question papers in
an exam-like setting. This will help
you deal with exam stress and keep
you from panicking during the
actual exam.

building future professional relationships and
a flying career.
n A positive attitude attracts positive
things: Positivity helps you cope more easily
with the daily life affairs. It brings optimism
into your life, and makes it easier to shun
worries and negativity. If you work happily
and stay optimistic in every situation, you are
more likely to succeed than if you feel that
the work is a burden and that it will not yield
any positive outcomes.
Staying optimistic, staying focused, and
believing in oneself and in one's work is what
counts even more than the actual job itself. If
you believe that no matter how hard you try,
you just cannot complete the task at hand,
you will never realize success despite

The University of
Sheffield, UK is delighted to
offer 100 international postgraduate Taught Merit
Scholarships in 2019. Each
scholarship is a competitive
award worth 25% of the original tuition fee for a postgraduate taught programme
starting in September 2019.
The scholarships are available
to all new international (nonEU) students who meet the
eligibility criteria.
You will be able to apply
for a scholarship via MUSE
for applicants. You must hold
an offer to study a full-time
or part-time postgraduate
taught course before 16:00
(UK time) on Friday, April
19, 2019. You must have
accepted an offer on a postgraduate taught course by
16:00 (UK time) on Friday,
April 26, 2019.
Eligibility: Your programme must commence at
the University of Sheffield in
September 2019. You must
receive an offer for a course
studied in full at the
University of Sheffield.
Masters programmes split
between the University of
Sheffield and a partner institution are not eligible to
apply for a scholarship.
For tuition fee purposes
you must be self-funded and
required to pay the overseas
tuition fee.

Application
deadline: The deadline for
scholarship applications is
16:00 (UK time) on Friday,
April 26, 2019. Scholarship
results will be announced by
16:00 (UK time) on Friday,
May 31, 2019.
The Yale School of
Management has launched
the Global Leaders from
India programme, which
will dedicate up to five merit
scholarships in its full-time
MBA programme. The scholarships each will cover a
minimum of half of tuition,
valued at approximately
$75,000 to $150,000 over two
years. The scholarships will
be awarded to the strongest
candidates based on academic and professional accomplishment.
By leveraging connections across Yale University
and across the 30-school
Global Network for
Advanced Management, students explore professional
and intellectual interests and
enhance their ability to thrive
in diverse global organisations. The programme prepares students to make a positive impact as leaders across
regions and sectors.
The new scholarships
build on the school’s connections to India. Ambitious students with work experience
in any sector who are interested in developing their
leadership abilities are
encouraged to apply.
The application is available online.

least a week before the JEE Main
date that you have chosen. The last
1 week will be a buffer and will help
you solve more mock tests and previous year question papers. After
this, create milestones. These
should be at a weekly and monthly level. Planning all of this will be
easier to do so since you already
have an idea of where will you need
less time, and which areas need
more practice.
If you want to crack JEE Main
this time, you will need to put in
more effort and work with a lot of
dedication. You already know how
difficult and competitive the exam
is. You also know how much is at
stake. Unlike others, you have
experience from giving the exam
once. Value it, and do what it takes.
All the best!
The writer is VP, Educational Content,
Toppr.com

MINDIT
possessing the potentiality to do so.
However, if you believe that the job at hand
can be accomplished no matter what, you
will succeed the job role demands
notwithstanding.
n Attracts creativity and respect:
Moreover, positivity attracts creative thinking.
Since positive individuals don't view things
as problems, they tend to find creative
solutions to the obstacles that come up in
their lives.
Furthermore, positivity will benefit you
by bringing you more respect from others,

STUDY CENTRES
e have all heard the adage:
Prevention is better than
cure. For those who want
to ensure that others don’t suffer,
a career in the public health sector is a great option. it involves
prevention and control of diseases, researching and educating
people on how to manage health
issues. if you are pursuing
Science in Class XII but don’t
want to be a doctor or an engineer, but still want to serve the
society, a career in public health
is right way to go. A few more
colleges where one can study are:
n Asian Institute of Public
Health, Bhubaneshwar. Course:
Master of Public Health
n School of Public Health-All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences, Jodhpur. Course:
Master of Public Health
n Birla Institute of Technology
and Science, Pilani. Course:
Master of Public Health
n Christian Medical College,
Vellore. Course: Master of Public
Health
n Central University of Kerala:
School of Medicine and Public
Health, Kasargode, Kerala.
Course: Master of Public Health
n Jawaharlal Nehru University:
School of Social Sciences-Centre
of Social Medicine and
Community Health, New Delhi.
Course: Master of Public Health
n National Centre for Disease
Control, New Delhi. Course:
Master of
Public Health

W

Don’t repeat the mistake of
spending time running to and
from coaching classes: If your
coaching classes were too far away,
or if you didn't see a difference
between what was taught in your
school and coaching classes, reconsider joining them again. If you feel
that you will need help in understanding concepts and solving
doubts, you can use an e-learning
app. Using an app will ensure that
you save both - time and money. It
also provides you with more value
than a traditional coaching class.
Create a plan based on your
exam experience and stick to it:
You might have created a winning
strategy to help you succeed, but it
is pointless if you do not stick to
it. This time, create a plan on a large
scale. This plan should have three
phases— learn, practice, and revise.
Your revision phase should end at

and having more influence over other people.
You may even find that individuals around
you are starting to develop a positive attitude
because positivity is something that is
contagious.
n Positive thinking turns problems into
opportunities: When we start perceiving
problems as windows of learning, our
problems turn into future opportunities.
Students must train their minds to do this. If
they are ready with a solution the degree of
failure reduces drastically. A positive mind
helps them overcome fear, dejection, failure,

DIGITAL MARKETING AT WHITEAPRON
Location: Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Bengaluru
Stipend: `4,000-`6,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/15759
Application deadline: November 15, 2018
GRAPHIC DESIGN AT ELAXER
COMMUNICATIONS
Location: Delhi, Ghaziabad, Faridabad, Gurgaon,
Noida
Stipend: `2,000per month
Link: internshala.com/i/15760
Application deadline: November 16,
2018
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
(SALES) AT DELHIVERY - NVD
Location: Chandigarh
Stipend: `5,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/15761
Application deadline: November 15, 2018
BUSINESS RESEARCH AT OCAISION
Location: Work from Home
Stipend; `2,500 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/15762
Application deadline: November 15, 2018
MOBILE APP DEVELOPMENT AT SRI ASQUARE
LABS & TECHNOLOGIES
Location: Bhubaneswar, Visakhapatnam
Stipend; `5,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/15763
Application deadline: November 14, 2018
DATA ANALYTICS AT FINDIL SOLUTIONS
Location: Delhi, Gurgaon, Indore, Mumbai, Noida
Stipend: `2,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/15764
Application deadline: November 15, 2018
WEB DEVELOPMENT AT SYSBIG TECHNOLOGIES
Location: Chennai, Delhi, Kolkata, Lucknow, Pune,
Ranchi, Hyderabad, Mumbai, Bangalore, Noida
Stipend: `5,000 per week
Link: internshala.com/i/15765
Application deadline: November 13, 2018

depression, frustration & delinquency in
career. It acts like a ‘shock absorber' and
bounces them back with new energy.
Easy ways to inculcate positive
approach
Observe your thoughts: Closely monitor
your thought pattern. Is your mind
conditioned to negative thoughts? What is
the percentage of negative thoughts over
positive in a day? Follow it for a week and
draw a trajectory. If the negative graph is
higher- start meditating, start purposely
thinking positive in negative situations. It
might seem foolish to you in the beginning,
but over a period of two weeks your mind
will switch mode and start thinking positively
in natural way. Perform the same test again-

Professor P Sahni
Principal Director, Jindal Institute of
Behavioural Sciences

deadlines. Adding on, a person who
has poor time management skills
may easily acquire the habit of copying from others rather than responsible systematic research on his own.
Lack of critical analysis: Access
to Internet and resources online can
be a huge damper to creativity and
thinking of an individual.
Eventually, the major reliance is to
fall back on this information. The
outcome of it is that an individual
stops thinking and analysing their
own viewpoint and simply paraphrases or copies snippets from the
readily available resources.
These are also some of the
behavioural factors that play a role
in persisting with the habit of plagiarism in younger minds. Hence, it
becomes vital to bring significant
changes to the system.
A few pointers that the students
must keep in mind are:
n Don’t use another student’s
work or previously prepared assignments for the submission.
n Provide reference to every literature, image, and diagram that’s
not one’s own creation.
n When in doubt, always consult
the teacher/supervisor.
n Make a reference list of the
works cited.

positive graph will override.
Transform a negative situation into a
positive one: Pick up one situation everyday
which is negative as per you. Hypothetically
imagine or you may write, the ways you
could have changed it.
Start making gratitude list: Make a
gratitude list of good thinks you have in your
life. You will realise how blessed you are and
your mind will start thinking positively.
Optimistic individuals tend to be less
stressed, have better relationships, and
perform better at work. If you are constantly
depressed, it's high time you develop a
positive outlook towards life.
The writer is Ajay Sharma, Future of Work Expert,
Founder, Get Me Experts & Flexiorg

IN BRIEF
TCS IT WIZ 2018 COMPETITION

AYURVEDA QUIZ

ata Consultancy Services (TCS),
has announced the New Delhi
edition of TCS IT Wiz 2018 to
be held on November 17, 2018 at
Dogra Hall, Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), New Delhi.
School students studying in
Classes VIII-XII are eligible to
participate in the event. Each
institution can
send a maximum
of eight teams
with each team
consisting of two
members. The

ll India Institute of Ayurveda
under the aegis of Ministry of
Ayush conducted a first ever
national level Ayurveda Quiz
competition. The initiative, which
was also supported by Multani
Pharmaceuticals, aimed to foster
the growing awareness of Ayurveda
in curing ailments and to encourage
students to upgrade their efficiency
in the domains of Ayurveda from
Classical texts to Contemporary
Research.
Around 3,000 people
participants in the first ever — Run
for Ayurveda — initiative organised
by the AIIA on October 28, 2018
which saw many Ayush and
Government bodies participating.
The event also included a walkathon
and yoga performances.
The winners received the
trophies, medals and cash prizes
from Minister of State (IC), Ministry
of Ayush, Shripad Yesso Naik
himself.

T

Wiz will be held in 12 locations —
Ahmedabad, Bangalore,
Bhubaneswar, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Indore, Kochi, Kolkata,
Mumbai, Nagpur and Pune.
Format: Top six teams from the
written preliminary round will
qualify for the regionals finals.
Prizes: The regional champion
will walk away with a `60,000
worth gift voucher while the
runners-up will be rewarded a `
40,000 voucher with a trophy and
medals. The 6 finalists will also
receive an array of prizes from TCS.

TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR PRINCIPALS
ilverzone
Foundation
promoting
competitive
awareness of
academics in school
children in India and
abroad has conducted
a workshop come
training programme
for principals on

S

modern education and
techniques. Nine
principals from pan
India were nominated
to attend this
workshop.
The motto of the
workshop was to learn
the modern techniques
and methods which
will enhance the

creativity and teaching
efficiency of the
educators. Designed
on an interactive and
hands-on module, the
workshop was
intended to focus on
developing a dynamic
learning environment
for educators and
students.

SUMMIT ON LEADERS OF TOMORROW
ndian Institute of Management
(IIM) Sirmaur held its Leadership
Summit-2.0 recently. The summit
centred around the theme Young
India: Leaders of Tomorrow. The
event was graced by the presence
of the corporate stalwarts.
Raj Khosla, founder-MD
MyMoneyMantra delivered the
keynote speech and set the tone for
summit in the inaugural session.
Prof (Dr) Neelu Rohmetra, director,
IIM Sirmaur presided over the
event. In his keynote speech
Khosla, mentioned how the institute

I

has correctly recognised that an
enduring relationship between
industry and academia is
imperative. He drew from his
personal and professional
experiences accentuating how
leadership is integral and an allencompassing variable that inspires
people to perform beyond their
capabilities. He also shared key
ingredients of leadership like selfbelief, conviction, optimism, selfconfidence, cheerfulness and
fearlessness and an uncanny,
surreal sense of anticipation.

A

UPSKILLING COURSES
areer Launcher, India’s leading
test-prep brand & a division of
CL Educate Ltd, announced the
launch of CL Finschool, a suite of
new era financial skills courses in
New Delhi. It will offer new financial
skills courses for the youth pursuing
Commerce in high school, CA/CS or
management degrees.
ACCA Diploma in IFRS, ACCA
Certificate in IFRS, and Finance for
Non-Finance Professionals are some
of the courses that are being
launched in phase one. It will also
expand its scope to become an
integrated suite including existing CL
offerings on NSE Derivatives, FRM,
CFA, CA & CS coaching
programmes.
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RBI is a seat belt for
government: Rajan
‘Autonommy must be protected’
PTI n NEW DELHI

mid mounting tension
between the Reserve Bank
A
and the finance ministry, former RBI governor Raghuram
Rajan on Tuesday said the central bank is like a seat belt in a
car, without which accidents
can happen.
Pitching for respecting the
institutional autonomy of the
RBI, he said the central bank
has the liberty to say no if the
government pushes it to be
lenient. Ahead of the
November 19 meeting of RBI
Board, he said the objective of
the board is to protect the institution and not serve others’
interests. “The RBI is something like a seat belt. As a driver, the driver being the government, it has the possibility
of not putting on a seat belt but
of course if you do not put on
your seat belt you get into an
accident and the accident can
be quite severe,” he told CNBC
TV18.
Historically, the relationship between the RBI and the
government has been precisely this – the government wants
to focus on improving growth
and it does all it can within the
limits set by the RBI which are

based on financial stability.
“So, the government will
push, will try and get the RBI
to be more lenient,” he said,
adding the central bank would
examine them in close details
and in reference to risks to
financial stability. “We (RBI)
have responsibility for financial
stability and therefore we have
an authority to say no,” he said.
The RBI led by Governor
Urjit Patel and the government
have not been on the same page
on different issues for some
months now. The disagreements came out in open when
RBI Deputy Governor Viral
Acharya in a hard-hitting
speech said failure to defend
(rpt) defend central bank’s
independence would “incur
the wrath of the financial markets”. It later emerged that the
government had used a neverbefore-used provision of the
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15,360.00 361.75
670
15.6
24.75
0.25
425.05
4.2
42.1
0.35
783.9
4.75
106.6
0.45
580
2.1
437.3
1.35
848.5
2.45
5,730.00
15.5
198.3
0.45
263.5
0.6
3,525.00
6.85
120.9
0.2
629.5
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-3.35
334.5
-6.65
1,444.90 -29.45
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935 -40.45

India to see tightened monetary
policy in 2019: Moody's
PTI n NEW DELHI

law to seek resolution of issues,
including the easing of NPA
norms, so that banks can kickstart lending and support
growth, and transferring more
dividend to boost liquidity -issues which the central bank
thinks cannot be relented.
“Of course the RBI doesn’t
say no out of petulance. It says
it because it has examined the
situation and believes that this
take implies too much financial
instability,” Rajan said. “I think
that relationship has gone on
for a long and the fact that the
RBI says no is not new. The
government can keep asking
and say please consider this,
please consider that but at
some point, it says okay I
respect your decision, you are
the financial stability regulator
and I back off.”
“Once you have appointed
these Deputy Governors and
Governor, you have to listen to
them because that is what you
have appointment them for,
they are your safety belt,” he
said.
On the issue of the government citing Section 7 of the
RBI Act that gives it powers to
issue directions to RBI
Governor on issues of public
interest, Rajan said it would be
best if each side respected each
other’s motivation and
thoughts.

oody’s Investors Service on
Tuesday said larger emerging
M
markets like India are expected to continue to tighten their monetary policies
next year.
“India, and Indonesia are likely to
grow near trend despite external and
domestic challenges... We expect larger emerging markets, like India,
Indonesia, Brazil, Turkey and
Argentina, to continue monetary tightening in 2019,” Moody’s said in a
report.
In its Global Macro Outlook for
2018-19 released in August, the USbased agency had said that it expects
Indian economy to grow by around 7.5
per cent in 2018 and 2019 as it is largely resilient to external pressures like
those from higher oil prices.
Indian economy grew by 7.7 per
cent in the January-March quarter, and
touched a two-year high of 8.2 per cent
in the April-June quarter.
Moody’s said India could also face
political risks, as also uncertainty
around economic and fiscal reforms, on
account of upcoming general elections
next year.
The report further noted that the
outlook for global sovereign creditworthiness in 2019 is “stable”, balancing the slowing growth momentum
against rising uncertainty over longerterm economic and financial stability.
The agency expects G-20 growth to
peak in 2018 at 3.3 per cent before
slowing to 2.9 per cent in 2019.
For advanced economies in the G20, Moody's believes growth will fall to

1.9 per cent in 2019 from 2.3 per cent
in 2018, a pattern that is mirrored in
key economies, including the US and
Germany.
Emerging markets in G-20 would
see a slower growth at around 4.6 per
cent in 2019 than 5 per cent in 2018.
“Our stable outlook for sovereign
ratings in 2019 balances the benefits of
continued global growth against emerging domestic and geopolitical risks,”
Moody’s managing director — Global
Sovereign Risk Alastair Wilson, said.
Despite the stable outlook overall,
we are more mindful than in previous
years of the potential for unforeseen
shocks to disrupt economic and financial stability over the next 12-18
months, Wilson added. Slowing growth
means that the window for global
sovereigns to address longstanding
credit challenges - including high levels of public and private debt, as well
as longer-term trends related to ageing
and inequality - is closing. High debt,
falling growth and rising rates expose
sovereigns to the risk of shocks that
undermine debt affordability and sustainability. A number of emerging and
frontier markets are particularly
exposed to tightening global financial
conditions and rising US trade protectionism, Moody's said.
As in previous years, the potential
for disruptive domestic or geopolitical
events poses the greatest tail risk.
“Geopolitical risks could have
implications beyond a particular country's economic and fiscal fundamentals
and affect cross-border capital flows
and thus funding conditions for many
sovereigns,” Moody’s said.

BUSINESS CORNER
INDIA SEEKS GREATER MARKET ACCESS IN CHINA

New Delhi: India has sought greater market access for areas like agriculture products, pharmaceuticals, IT services and tourism in China, with
a view to bridge the widening trade deficit with the neighbouring country, the commerce ministry said on Tuesday. The issues were discussed
during the meeting between Commerce Secretary Anup Wadhawan and
Wang Shouwen, Vice Minister of China's Commerce Minister in
Shanghai. “The Commerce Secretary informed that areas like agriculture
products, pharmaceuticals, information technology services and tourism
in which India has proven strengths and significant global presence but
minuscule presence in China, need to be encouraged in bilateral trade,”
it said. Wadhawan asked for guidance, facilitation, support and assistance
to the relevant stakeholders for creating a suitable environment for India's
exports in these sectors to China, it added.
The bilateral trade stood
at USD 89.71 billion in 2017-18. The trade deficit increased to USD 63.12
billion in 2017-18 as against USD 51.11 billion in the previous fiscal. The
commerce secretary also expressed concerns regarding the large trade
deficit. During this visit, the ministry said, Wadhawan had a discussion
with important sugar importers of China, including China Sugar
Association. He briefed them about India's sugar sector and its proven available capacity in terms of both, quality as well as quantity, to meet the
Chinese requirements on a sustained long term basis. Meanwhile, the
department of commerce in a tweet said: “India, one of the largest producers of sugar in the world, can produce all 3 grades of sugar and expects
to export around 2 million tonnes of raw sugar to China from this year
onwards.”

HOUSING.COM SELLS `1,200 CR IN OCTOBER

New Delhi: News Corp-backed realty portal Housing.com Tuesday said
it has facilitated sales of `1,200 crore during last month through its ongoing online home shopping festival. Housing.com, which is part of Singaporebased Elara Technologies, that also owns PropTiger.com and Makaan.com,
said its “month-long online home shopping festival generated sales of Rs 1,200
crore in October”. The company showcased over 350 residential projects during the festival. Flats in the range of Rs 14 lakh to Rs 16 crore were available
during the festival, which saw participation from over 600 developers and
brokers. The ‘Home Utsav’ has been extended to the first week of November
as well. Developers are offering a host of deals including free international
vacations, stamp-duty and GST waiver, flexi-payment schemes, get-rent-tillpossession offers, gold coins, free modular kitchens, air conditioners, Harley
Davidson motorbikes, maintenance-charge waivers, cashback offers and festival cash discounts. Mani Rangarajan, Chief Business Officer, Housing.com
said: “The phenomenal response from the Home Utsav augurs well for the
industry. Indian homebuyers are definitely on the lookout for a right-sized
property and are willing to invest.”
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-1.55
13.45
-24.15
-4.65
0.8
-7.55
3.2
2.15
0.3
-1.2
42
20.55
-2.05
0.95
1.3
1.2
0.25
0.1
-1.55
0.25
-0.5
-19.2
1.05
61.5
-1.75
3.6
4
-1.45
-6.15
-0.5
-10.05
-39.65
-5
-5.5
0.35
-3.45
-5.65
-23.55
2.1
-0.55
0.05
-2.25
2.1
-38.75
2.35
-0.2
-34.05
-10.2
-132.1
-16.25
22.5
4.6
65.5
4.55
0.5
30.1
-0.95
1.15
4.1
12.1
-0.8
-0.5

-2.75
2.84
1.02
2.59
4.05
0.18
-3.94
-2.92
0.36
-0.11
1.03
-1.67
-1.75
2.7
-0.95
-1.04
-2.49
-3
1.09
-2.33
-0.44
2.86
-1.72
0.18
1.51
1.14
-2.27
-1.72
-2.79
0.86
-0.73
1.91
-3.33
-1.57
-0.98
-0.29
0.36
-1.6
1.65
-1.58
2.73
-2.27
-2.12
0.11
-1.14
1.69
2.11
0.4
-0.21
2.22
0.77
-0.29
0.37
2.07
0.12
0.12
0.02
-0.32
0.21
-0.09
-2.22
0.38
3.84
-0.66
1.12
5.95
-1.28
-0.09
-1.33
-1.79
-1.53
-1.32
-0.44
1.66
-1.14
-2.67
-0.63
0.98
-0.69
0.01
-0.29
1.02
-1.59
1.21
-0.47
-2.27
-2.27
-5
-3.01
2.14
1.67
0.98
3.22
0.84
2.19
-0.29
0.23
1.95
2.76
-0.33
-0.04

world 13

LUCKNOW | WEDNESDAY | NOVEMBER 7, 2018

‘Curbs granted to 8 nations
to keep oil prices down’
PTI n WASHINGTON

S President Donald
Trump has defended his
decision to spare India and
seven other major importers of
Iranian oil from immediate
penalties, saying it was done to
keep the global oil prices down
and avoid causing a “shock” to
the market.
The US on Monday reimposed all penalties that had
been lifted as part of the 2015
Iranian nuclear deal as the
Trump administration added
nearly 700 targets, including 50
Iranian financial institutions,
to a sanctions list. It marked an
intensifying effort to strangle
Iran’s economy to pressure the
regime to change its ways,
especially to force Tehran to
stop the ballistic missiles programme and abandon its
nuclear ambitions if wants to
seek a path to sanctions relief.
The crippling sanctions
cover Iran’s banking and energy sectors and reinstate penalties for countries and companies in Europe, Asia and elsewhere that do not halt Iranian
oil imports.
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said that India, China,
Italy, Greece, Japan, South
Korea, Taiwan and Turkey
were temporarily allowed to
continue buying Iranian oil as
they showed “significant
reduction” in oil purchase from
the world’s fifth-biggest producer.
“We have the toughest
sanctions ever imposed. But on
oil, we want to go a little bit
slow because I don’t want to
drive the oil prices in the
world up,” Trump told
reporters at Joint Base
Andrews outside Washington
on Monday before leaving on
a campaign trail for the midterm polls being held on
Tuesday.He, however, emphasised that his effort to keep the
oil prices down has nothing to
do with Iran. When asked

U

about his decision to give temporary exemptions to eight
economies from the ban on
Iranian oil imports, Trump
said, “I’m not looking to be a
great hero and bring it down to
zero immediately. I could get
the Iran oil down to zero
immediately, but it would
cause a shock to the market. I
don’t want to lift oil prices.”
“If you notice, oil prices are
going down very substantially,
despite the fact that already
half of their capacity is gone.
But I don’t want to do that,” he
said. “I saw some people saying, ‘Oh, why aren’t you
tougher on that?’ Well, the
sanctions are very tough and I
don’t want to lift the oil prices
worldwide by clamping down
100 per cent. It will be gradual,”
the US president said.
India, the world’s thirdbiggest oil consumer, meets
more than 80 per cent of its oil
needs through imports. Iran is
its third-largest supplier after
Iraq and Saudi Arabia and
meets about 10 per cent of total
needs. Currently, India pays its
third largest oil supplier in
euros using European banking
channels.
India has resisted
Washington’s call to reduce
purchases to zero, citing the
galloping energy needs of its
1.3 billion people. Oil prices

initially soared on fears that the
Iran sanctions would knock
the world’s fifth-biggest producer offline. However, fears of
a supply shortage have been
eased by the Trump administration’s temporary waivers for
China and India and stronger
oil output from Saudi Arabia
and the United States, CNN
reported. On Monday, Pompeo
said over 20 importing nations
have zeroed out their imports
of crude oil already, taking
more than 1 million barrels of
crude per day off the market.
The Iranian regime to date
since May has lost over USD
2.5 billion in oil revenue, he
said.
Additionally, 100 per cent
of the revenue Iran receives
from the sale of oil will be held
in foreign accounts. Iran can
only use this money for
humanitarian trade or bilateral non-sanctioned goods, the
Secretary of State asserted.
Meanwhile,
the
Democratic Party leadership
criticised Trump for giving
exemptions to some of the
major Iranian oil importers.
House Democratic Whip Steny
H Hoyer said, “Rather than
achieving its stated goal of
eliminating Iran’s oil exports
altogether, the administration
has issued ‘exemptions’ for
major Iranian oil importers,

IS left behind more than 200
mass graves in Iraq: UN
AFP n BAGHDAD

he Islamic State group left
behind more than 200 mass
T
graves in Iraq containing up to
12,000 victims that could hold
vital evidence of war crimes,
the UN said Tuesday.
The United Nations in
Iraq (UNAMI) and its human
rights office said they had documented a total of 202 mass
graves in parts of western and
northern Iraq held by IS
between 2014 and 2017. Even
more sites could be uncovered
in the months to come, the
report warned, urging Iraqi
authorities to properly preserve and excavate them to provide closure for victims’ families. “The mass grave sites documented in our report are a testament to harrowing human
loss, profound suffering and
shocking cruelty,” said the UN’s
representative in Iraq, Jan
Kubis.
“Determining the circumstances surrounding the
significant loss of life will be an
important step in the mourning process for families and
their journey to secure their
rights to truth and justice,” he
said. IS overran swathes of

Iraq in 2014, executing fighters
and civilians en masse and
using other forms of repression
to seize and keep territory in
the country’s north and west.
The mass graves may
“contain critical forensic material” that could help uncover
the details of these violations,
as well as identify the victims,
the UN said on Tuesday.
UN investigators in
August began collecting evidence on war crimes, crimes
against humanity, or genocide
for Iraqi courts to use in trials
of accused IS militants.

Out of the 202 mass graves
documented in the UN’s new
report, just 28 of them have
been excavated and 1,258 bodies exhumed by Iraqi authorities.
Nearly half the total sites
are in Nineveh province, where
IS’s onetime Iraqi capital Mosul
lies and where the jihadists
committed mass atrocities
against the Yezidi minority.
The rest of the sites are distributed in the northern
regions of Kirkuk and
Salaheddin, or Anbar in the
west.

Drinking coffee may lower risk of
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s: Study
PTI n TORONTO

our morning cup of coffee
may protect you against
developing both Alzheimer’s
and Parkinson’s disease, scientists claim. Scientists from the
suggest that there could be
more to that morning jolt of
goodness than a boost in energy and attention.
“Coffee consumption does
seem to have some correlation
to a decreased risk of developing Alzheimer’s disease and
Parkinson’s disease,” said
Donald Weaver, from Krembil
Research
Institute
in
Canada.“But we wanted to
investigate why that is — which
compounds are involved and
how they may impact agerelated cognitive decline,” said
Weaver. The team chose to
investigate three different types
of coffee — light roast, dark

Y

roast, and decaffeinated dark
roast.
“The caffeinated and decaffeinated dark roast both
had identical potencies in our
initial experimental tests,” said
Ross Mancini, a research fellow
from Krembil Research
Institute. “So we observed early
on that its protective effect
could not be due to caffeine,”
said Mancini.
Mancini then identified a
group of compounds known as

phenylindanes, which emerge
as a result of the roasting
process for coffee beans.
Phenylindanes are unique in
that they are the only compound investigated in the study
that prevent — or rather, inhibit — both beta amyloid and tau,
two protein fragments common in Alzheimer’s and
Parkinson’s, from clumping.
“So phenylindanes are a
dual-inhibitor. Very interesting,
we were not expecting that,”
said Weaver.As roasting leads
to higher quantities of
phenylindanes, dark roasted
coffee appears to be more protective than light roasted coffee. “It’s the first time anybody’s
investigated how phenylindanes interact with the proteins
that are responsible for
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s,”
said Mancini.

allowing Iran to earn billions
of dollars from oil sale.”
Hoyer alleged that by
“tearing” up the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), the Trump administration has isolated the
United States and undermined
the multilateral efforts to curb
Iran’s “dangerous” behaviour.
US National Security
Advisor John Bolton claimed
that the nuclear deal with Iran
failed to “permanently block all
paths to an Iranian nuclear
bomb”.“Further, its negotiators failed to secure any restrictions on Iran’s other destabilising activities, including the
regime’s ballistic missile development and proliferation,” he
told a New York audience.
Democratic Senator Tom
Udall, who is also a member of
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, said, “Led by people like John Bolton, who
believe that we should bomb
Iran, I fear the Trump administration is marching toward
another catastrophic war in the
Middle East.”
But Senator Bob Corker,
the chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee,
said the Trump administration
deserves credit for re-imposing
sanctions and dramatically
reducing Iran’s oil exports and
revenues. Imposing maximal
economic pressure on Iran is
vital for getting Tehran back to
the table, he said.
In May, President Trump
had pulled the US out of the
2015 landmark JCPOA
terming it as disastrous”. Under
the Obama-era deal, involving
five permanent members of the
UN Security Council and
Germany, Iran had agreed to
stop its nuclear programme in
exchange for relief from economic sanctions.After the US’
withdrawal from the deal,
Trump signed fresh sanctions
against Iran, which claims its
nuclear programme is peaceful and for civilian purpose.

Saudi grilled at UN rights review
session over Khashoggi killing
PTI n UNITED NATIONS

audi Arabia expressed
“regret and pain” over the
killing of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi and asserted its
commitment to achieving the
“highest possible standards”
in human rights in the country
as it was grilled by countries at
the UN on Monday over the
brutal murder. The public
debate at the UN Human
Rights Council in Geneva came
just over a month after the royal
insider-turned-critic was murdered in the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul.
Confirming that an investigation is still on-going into the
death of Khashoggi, who was
last seen entering the Saudi
consulate in Istanbul on
October 2, President of Saudi
Arabia’s Human Rights
Commission Bandar bin
Mohammed Al-Aiban during
a scheduled review session told
member states that King
Salman bin Abdulaziz had personally initiated the probe.
“The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia has already expressed its
regret and pain for the death of
Jamil Khashoggi,” Al-Aiban
said. “King Abdel-Aziz has
already instructed the prosecution to proceed with the
investigation into this case
according to the applicable
laws and preparation to reaching all facts and bringing all the
perpetrators to justice in order
to bear the facts to the public.”
Following Al-Aiban’s comments, 40 Member States
appealed to Saudi Arabia to
find out what had happened to
Khashoggi, many also calling
for reform to the Kingdom’s
freedom of expression laws.
Saudi Arabia is facing a torrent of international condemnation over the killing of
Khashoggi. Al-Aiban’s comments came as a Turkish official charged Monday that Saudi
Arabia had sent experts to
Turkey to cover up the journalist’s murder before allowing
Turkish police in to search the

S

Pak-China luxury bus service
leaves from Lahore on its
maiden journey to Kashgar
Islamabad: Not withstanding
India’s objection, Pakistan and
China have launched a luxury
bus service through PoK from
Lahore to Kashgar city in China’s
Xinjiang province, a media
report said Tuesday. The bus service started on Monday night
and is part of an initiative to connect the two countries via road
under the USD 60 billion ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).
The Pakistan Tourism
Development Corporation
(PTDC) and Shuja Express
launched the bus service from
Lahore and will take it 36 hours
to reach the Chinese province of
Xinjiang. The Lahore-Kashgar
bus will run four days - Saturday,
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday a week from Lahore and will be
available from Kashgar on
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday, Radio Pakistan
reported. The bus will have five
stopovers before crossing into
China at Khunjerab and will
require a valid visa and ID card,
the report said.
The one-way fare is Rs
13,000, while a round trip will
cost Rs 23,000. Earlier, India
lodged strong protests with
China and Pakistan over the proposed bus service between the

Islamabad (PTI): A top US
State Department official
Tuesday held talks with senior
Pakistani officials on bilateral,
regional issues and the peace
process in Afghanistan. Alice
Wells, the US Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asia, held
delegation-level discussions
with Additional Secretary in
the Foreign Office Aftab
Khokhar and other senior officials and reviewed the progress
made on bilateral relations.
Her visit comes a day
ahead of the visit by a team of
officials from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to
Islamabad to negotiate a bailout
package for cash-strapped
Pakistan. “The meeting was
related to the progress in promotion of bilateral relations
based on mutual trust and
respect in wake of the talks earlier held between Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi and US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo,” Foreign
Office spokesman Dr
Mohammad Faisal said in a
statement.
During the meetings, the
two sides agreed to continue
efforts to promote the shared
objectives of peace and stability in the region. The US has
long accused Pakistan of harbouring militant groups and
offering safe havens to them to
carry out terror attacks in
neighbouring Afghanistan.
Ambassador Wells was
expected to meet Finance
Minister Asad Umar, on the eve
of the visit by the IMF team.
Pakistan urgently needs a capital boost to avert a looming
balance of payments crisis.
Foreign reserves held by the
country’s central bank dropped
below USD 8 billion last
month, raising concerns about
Islamabad’s ability to finance
monthly import bills.

India voices concern to China
over large trade deficit
PTI n BEIJING

on Tuesday voiced its
concern to China over the
Ilargendia
trade deficit with it which

two countries through Pakistanoccupied Kashmir (PoK).
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Lu Kang defended
the bus service, saying its cooperation with Islamabad has nothing to do with the territorial dispute and will not change its principled stance on the Kashmir
issue. Pakistan rejected protests
by India against the bus service
to China.“We reject the Indian
Ministry of External Affairs’
(MEA) purported protest and
statement regarding bus service
through China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC),”
Pakistan’s Foreign Office
said.The CPEC, launched in
2015, is a planned network of
roads, railways and energy projects linking China’s resourcerich
Xinjiang
Uyghur
Autonomous Region with
Pakistan’s strategic Gwadar Port
on the Arabian Sea. PTI

Taliban target border
troops, killing 20 in Af
Kabul (AP): Afghan officials say at least 20 Afghan border troops have been killed in
a Taliban attack on their base
in western Farah province.
Abdul Samad Salehi, a provincial council member, says more
than 45 border forces were at
the base in Posht Koh district;
only three of them could reach
a nearby village, rest of them
are either killed or arrested by
the Taliban.
At least 20 soldiers were

consulate. During the review
session, around 10 countries
also expressed concern about
the ongoing conflict and
humanitarian crisis in Yemen,
where Saudi Arabia has faced
criticism for coordinating air
strikes which have killed civilians.
On the issue of Yemen, AlAiban insisted that Saudi
Arabia “affirms its continuous
support for the Yemeni people
and their legitimate government”, which had requested
assistance against Houthi
attackers in 2015.
“The Coalition forces are
doing their best to spare civilians, particularly women and
children, civilian sites, and
infrastructure as a side-effect of
the armed conflict,” Al-Aiban
said, adding that Saudi communities near the border with
Yemen continue to come under
attack from the rebel Houthi
movement’s militia.
Amid concerns over freedom of expression in Saudi
Arabia, the Saudi representative
insisted that it was a “guaranteed right”, before noting the
launch of “many multilingual
television and radio channels”
as evidence of people’s right to
express their opinions. The
issue was picked up by many
Member States, including
Denmark, France, Germany
and the United States, which
although it is not a current
member of the Human Rights

Council, is permitted as a UN
Member State to attend
Universal Periodic Review
(UPR) discussions. Specifically,
it urged Saudi Arabia to more
clearly define what constituted
terrorism in law, so as not to
criminalize expression, association or peaceful assembly.
Another non-Council
member, Russia, meanwhile,
echoed other countries’ comments that welcomed Saudi
efforts to increase women’s
participation in social and
political life, before expressing
concern about possible violations of religious minorities,
prisoners and detainees, amid
reports of alleged torture in
detention centres - and of
migrant workers, who make up
one-third of Saudi’s population.
In addition to many calls
for the abolition of the death
penalty amid concerns that its
use is increasing in Saudi
Arabia, Member States present
also urged the kingdom to
banish the practice of male
guardianship of adult women.
Reforms of the practice
had only been put in place
“partially”, Switzerland’s delegation said, and in most cases
the discrimination against
women “persists”.
“Recent news tells us of the
oppressive atmosphere creating
lethal consequences,” the Swiss
delegation said. “We call for
freedom of expression to be
reinforced, freedom of association and expression for all,
ensuring security for all journalists and releasing from
prison all those who have been
imprisoned for freely expressing their opinions.”
A total of 97 countries
spoke at the Universal Period
Review of Saudi Arabia in
Geneva.
Al-Aiban noted that Saudi
Arabia had accepted more than
150 recommendations made at
its last UPR appearance in
addition to another 37 recommendations, which it had
accepted partially.

Top US official
hold talks with
Pak officials
ahead of IMF
team’s visit

killed and similar number were
missing, most probably arrested by Taliban, said a senior
army official said, who was not
authorised to speak with the
media.
The late Monday night
gun battle lasted for more than
two hours before insurgents
overran the base and communications were lost, said the
official.Zabihullah Mujahid,
Taliban spokesman, claimed
responsibility for the attack.

has climbed to over USD 51 billion, and underlined the need to
boost bilateral trade in IT services, agriculture products, pharmaceuticals and tourism sectors
in which it has proven strength
and global presence but miniscule presence here.
The bilateral trade between
India and China rose by 18.63
per cent year-on-year and
reached a historic high of USD
84.44 billion last year. But the
trade deficit too continue to
remain high at USD 51.75 billion
in 2017. Commerce Secretary
Anup Wadhawan, who is visiting Shanghai to attend the China
International Import Expo
(CIIE) here, met Wang Shouwen
Vice Minister of China’s
Commerce Minister and discussed bilateral trade issues.
He also expressed satisfaction over the progress made in
talks regarding the export of soya
bean meal and pomegranate
from India, according to an
Indian Embassy release
here.“The Commerce Secretary
while expressing concern regarding the large trade deficit,
acknowledged Chinese govern-

ment’s efforts in clearing some of
the market access issues such as
for rice, rapeseed meal etc. during the past few months and
expressed satisfaction over
progress on soya bean meal and
pomegranate and related issues,”
the statement said.
India has been airing its
concerns to China over the huge
trade deficit for several years.
New Delhi has been putting
pressure on Beijing to take measures to bring down the over
USD 51.75 billion trade deficit,
which was one of the main
focus areas of the informal summit between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping at Wuhan in
April this year. India has been
asking China to provide market
access to its food and agro products, pharmaceuticals, IT and IT-

enabled services (ITES), tourism
and services in which it has
proven strengths and significant
global presence but minuscule
presence in China. The Indian
pavilion at the CIIE has showcased import opportunities of
these products. In his meeting
with Wang, Wadhawan also
informed him about the encouraging response to the business
promotion events organised by
the Indian Embassy and
Consulates covering products
like sugar, rice, tea, oil meals etc.
He requested Wang to provide
the guidelines of the Chinese
Ministry of Commerce to its
importers to source these products from India.
Recently, India and China
had a series of official level
exchanges to discuss the bilateral trade issues.

Top leader of Bangladesh’s
banned militant outfit killed
PTI n DHAKA

angladesh police Tuesday
killed chief of a homegrown banned militant outfit
blamed for several deadly
attacks on foreigners, bloggers, rights activists and the
2016 Dhaka cafe siege that
killed 20 people, including an
Indian girl. Khorshed Alam
alias Shamil, chief of Jamayetul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB),
was killed in a gunfight in
Bogra in the northwestern
town of Shibganj, police said.
“We raided his secret abode at
Shibganj area (of Bogra)
overnight.
When the militants tried to
resist us firing gunshots . . .
Khorshed was killed as we
retaliated,” a police officer told
reporters. Bogra Sadar circle’s
Additional Superintendent of
Police Sanatan Chakraborty

B

said they raided the Tantipukur
area, following a tip-off that a
group of militants had gathered
there. Upon seeing the police,
the militants opened fire, forcing the security personnel to
fire back, triggering a gunfight,
Chakraborty was quoted as
saying by the Dhaka Tribune.
Although the majority of
the militants fled the scene,
Khorshed’s bullet-riddled body
was found on the spot, the officer said. Chakraborty said the

injured leader was rushed to
Shahid Ziaur Rahman Medical
College Hospital, where doctors declared him brought
dead.
On his way to the hospital,
Khorshed revealed his identity, Chakraborty said. Two
policemen who were injured in
the gun battle are undergoing
treatment at the Bogra Police
Hospital, he said. The officer
said that police recovered two
firearms, three rounds of bullets, a machete, and a dagger
from the spot.
Bangladesh police blamed
the JMB for the two terror
attacks, including the Dhaka
cafe siege, in which 20 people,
including 17 foreigners and an
Indian girl, were killed in the
country’s worst terror attack in
Gulshan area of the capital on
July 1, 2016.
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Trump makes last-ditch effort Facebook blocks 115 accounts
ahead of US midterm elections
to retain House majority
AP n LONDON

... as Americans vote in crucial mid-terms
PTI n WASHINGTON

behaviour” linked to foreign
groups attempting to interfere
in Tuesday’s US midterm elections. The social media company shut down 30 Facebook
accounts and 85 Instagram
accounts and is investigating
them in more detail, it said in
a blog post late Monday. The
company took action after
being tipped off Sunday
evening by US law enforcement
officials, who notified the company about recently discov-

resident Donald Trump
made a last-ditch effort to
P
retain majority in the US
House of Representatives as he
appealed to his supporters
across the country to “get out
and vote” for his Republican
party in the crucial mid-term
polls on Tuesday which will
decide the balance of powers in
the Congress over the next two
years.
Americans would elect 435
members of the House of
Representatives and 35 of the
100 Senate seats in the midterm polls. The Republican
party currently has majority in
both the Senate and the House
and Trump and his team left no
stone unturned to campaign in
favour of his Republican party.
During an election-eve
rally in Cleveland on Monday,
President Trump claimed that
mid-term elections, which used
to be “boring”, have now
become the “hottest thing”
because of him, attributing
voter turnout and media attention to his presidency.
Addressing his supporters, he said, “The key is you
have to go out to vote because
in a sense I am on the ticket.
You got to go out to vote.”
Thereafter, he held campaign
rallies in Indiana and Missouri
wherein he urged his supporters to vote for his party as he
wants to retain majority on the
US House of Representatives.
According to political pundits, the Democrats have a
good chance of winning the
House, while the Republicans
are likely to retain the Senate.
US House of Representatives –
similar to India’s Lok Sabha –
has 435 seats, of which the
Republicans in the current
Congress has 235 seats and the

acebook said it blocked 115
accounts for suspected
F
“coordinated inauthentic

ered online activity, “which
they believe may be linked to
foreign entities,” Facebook’s
head of cybersecurity policy,
Nathaniel Gleicher, wrote in the

post . US tech companies are
stepping up security and efforts
to fight disinformation campaigns as online troublemakers
including Russian groups try to
divide voters and discredit
democracy.
Facebook’s purge is part of
countermeasures to prevent
abuses like those used by
Russian groups two years ago to
sway public opinion ahead of
the 2016 US presidential election.Last month, the company
removed 82 pages, accounts
and groups tied to Iran aimed
at stirring up social strife in the
US and the UK Facebook carried out an even broader sweep

Sirisena suffers reversal in his
Lanka parliament majority claim
PTI n COLOMBO

Voters line up to vote at a polling place in Doylestown on Tuesday.

Democrats have 193. Elections
for all the members of the
House are held every two years.
The Republicans are expected
to increase their tally in the
100-Senate seat where they
already have a very thin majority. Before leaving on his campaign trail, Trump exuded confidence that the Republicans is
doing good in the elections.
“There is a great electricity in the air. I don’t know if you
report it that way, but there’s a
great electricity in the air, like
we haven’t seen, in my opinion,
since the 2016 election,” he said.
At the same time, Trump
pointed that the president’s
party normally does not do well
in the mid-term. “I think
we’re going to do very well in
the House. If you look, over a
hundred years, for whatever

reason, the party with the president doesn’t do very well. I
think we’re going to do pretty
well,” he said.
Talking to reporters at Fort
Wayne in Indiana, Trump said
he would have to do things differently if Democrats get the
majority in the House. “We’ll
just have to work a little bit differently. It’ll all work out. But
I don’t think that’s going to happen. I think we’re doing very
well in the House. I think we’re
doing very well in the Senate.
There is something going on.
I’m just telling you,” he said
referring to the large crowd he
addressed in Ohio. At Fort
Wayne Trump said that if “the
radical Democrats take power,
they will take a wrecking ball
to our economy and to the
future of our country.” “A vote

AP

for Republicans is a vote to continue our extraordinary prosperity,” he said, adding that a
vote for Democrats is a vote to
bring this economic boom
crashing down very rapidly.“The Democrat agenda will
deliver a socialist nightmare. It’s
what it is. The Republican
agenda is delivering the
American dream,” he said. On
the eve of the mid-term elections, Democrats continue to
hold a double-digit lead over
Republicans in a generic congressional ballot among likely
voters, according to a new
CNN Poll conducted by SSRS.
The party’s 55 per cent to
42 per cent advantage in the
new poll mirrors their lead in
early October and is about the
same as the 10-point edge they
held just after Labor Day.

n a setback to Sri Lankan
ISirisena,
President Maithripala
a deputy minister of
his United People’s Freedom
Alliance (UPFA) government
resigned Tuesday and backed
ousted prime minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe in the ongoing political crisis. President
Sirisena sacked Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe on October
26 and replaced him with
Mahinda Rajapaksa, a controversial former president, and
suspended parliamentary proceedings until November 16.
Manusha Nanayakkara,
who was in Sirisena/Rajapaksa
original list of 96 MPs, said in
a letter to Sirisena Tuesday that
in his opinion Wickremesinghe
was still the legitimate prime
minister as accepted by the parliamentar y speaker Karu
Jayasuriya. He resigned as the
deputy minister of Labour and
Foreign Employment to leave
the Sirisena camp and join
Wickremesinghe. He was

sworn in as the deputy minister only on November 1. In a
video message, Nanayakkara
said that he does not approve
of the arbitrary political
appointments that have taken
place and will support the
struggle to protect and uphold
democracy.
Nanayakkara’s defection
came hours after Sirisena
announced publicly that people should not doubt his majority - 113 in the 225-member
legislature.
Legislators have been
switching sides ever since the
island nation was plunged into

a political and constitutional
crisis with Sirisena’s move to
sack Wickremesinghe last
month.
Rajapaksa had been bolstered by at least 9 defections
from Wickremesinghe’s United
National Party and Tamil
National Alliance. Since the crisis broke out there have been
media reports that MPs were
offered up to 500 million
rupees to switch sides.
Speaker Karu Jayasuriya
on Monday slammed Sirisena’s
“unconstitutional and undemocratic” actions to sack Prime
Minister Wickremesinghe and
suspend Parliament, saying he
will not recognise Rajapaksa as
the new premier unless he
wins a floor test.
He asked the president to
reconvene the parliament for a
floor test and end the ongoing
political crisis.Sirisena’s side
charged that Jayasuriya, a UNP
senior, was backing his party
leader Wickremesinghe by
compromising the neutral position of speaker of parliament.

‘Africa visit extremely productive’ Families hold mass prayer at sea
On Board Special Aircraft
(PTI): Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu Tuesday said
his three-nation Africa visit
was “extremely productive”
and has taken the India-Africa
relations to the next level by
reinforcing existing ties and
forging cooperation in new
areas. Naidu returned to New
Delhi this morning after his
six-day visit of Botswana,
Zimbabwe and Malawi.“In the
last four and a half years of this
government, 29 visits to Africa
have taken place at the level of
president, vice president and
prime minister. This is truly
unprecedented,” Naidu told
media on board the special Air
India aircraft. India gives high
priority to relations with
Africa, Naidu said.
“You are aware of the high
priority government gives to
our relations with Africa. In
fact, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently set out 10 guiding principles to enhance our
engagement with Africa. My
visit to these three countries
was in this context,” he said,

adding that the tour was
“extremely productive”.
Naidu said his tour was
the first high-level visit to
these three countries after a
significant gap. “In fact, in
Zimbabwe, it was after 21
years and the president of
Zimbabwe was appreciative
that I visited the country soon
after his election as the president,” he added.
“The leadership of
these countries received me
with great warmth. The president of Botswana flew back
from his visit to Mozambique

Pompeo to meet top aide
of Kim Jong Un on Thu
Washington (AFP): US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
will meet a top aide to North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un in
New York on Thursday, the
State Department said. The US
chief diplomat and Kim Yong
Chol “will discuss making
progress on all four pillars of the
Singapore Summit joint statement, including achieving the
final, fully verified denuclearization,” a statement said,
referring to the June meeting
between President Donald
Trump and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un.
The New York meeting
comes with the two sides at loggerheads nearly five months
after the summit, in which
Trump and Kim pledged to
work toward denuclearizing the
Korean peninsula. North Korea’s
foreign ministry has warned
that Pyongyang will “seriously”
consider reviving its nuclear
weapons program unless US
sanctions are lifted. In announcing the meeting with Kim Yong
Chol, Pompeo said he expected
to “make some real progress”
including on laying the groundwork for a second summit
between Trump and Kim Jong
Un. Kim Yong Chol is a general, a former top intelligence chief

to meet me at the airport on
his arrival. The President of
Zimbabwe spent more than an
hour with me to discuss various issues of mutual interest.
The Malawi president was
himself my host and even
hosted a vegetarian luncheon
banquet in my honour where
the First Lady was also present.
These were special gestures
shown to me,” he said.
India and the three
African countries share similar values, common bonds of
democracy and shared history of colonialism, he said.
“My visit was to build on
these strong foundations and
take our relations to the next
level by reinforcing existing
ties and forging relationship in
new areas,” he said. “The outcome of my visit clearly indicates that this has been
achieved. These are also countries which India has strongly supported in their socioeconomic development. This
was unequivocally acknowledged by all the three presidents,” he said.

for Indonesia jet crash victims
Karawang (Indonesia), (AFP):
Hundreds of grieving relatives
prayed Tuesday at the spot
where a Lion Air jet plunged
into the sea as revelations over
the jet’s malfunctioning air
speed indicator raised fresh
questions about the cause of the
accident. Tearful mourners
aboard a pair of Indonesian
navy vessels tossed bouquets
and scattered flower petals into
the Java Sea off the country’s
north coast where the brand
new jet crashed last week,
killing all 189 people on board.
Search teams have filled so
Families hold mass prayer at
sea for Indonesia jet crash victimse 164 body bags with
remains found after the devastating crash, but only 27 victims
have been identified so far,
police said. The Boeing 737Max 8, one of the world’s
newest and most advanced
commercial passenger planes,
crashed on October 29 just 12
minutes into a one-hour flight
from Jakarta to Pangkal Pinang

flight recorder data has so far
revealed the plane’s air speed
indicator was not working
properly on its last four journeys, including the fatal flight.
The glitch had been repeatedly serviced and Lion Air’s
technical team declared the
plane to be airworthy. “The
technical problems on the three
previous flights should have
been treated as a repeat problem that cannot be fixed the
same way each time,” aviation
expert Alvin Lie told AFP. A

US for early
convening of
Lankan Parl to
end political
crisis
PTI n WASHINGTON

he United States and the
Commonwealth have
T
sought reconvening of the Sri
Lankan Parliament to allow the
elected representatives to have
their say in resolving the political crisis in the island nation.
Sri Lanka is facing a major constitutional crisis sparked by
President Maithripala Sirisena’s
move to oust Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe, replace
him with ex-president
Mahinda Rajapaksa and suspend Parliament. Amidst growing international pressure on
Sirisena to summon the
Parliament
to
allow
Wickremesinghe to seek a vote
of confidence, US Ambassador
to Sri Lanka Alaina B. Teplitz
met with Speaker Karu
Jayasuriya on Tuesday. “Met
Speaker of Parliament Hon.
Karu Jayasuriya @KaruOnline
to discuss the importance of
Parliament reconvening to put
an end to this political crisis.
“These democratic institutions should serve the people of
#SriLanka; let the elected representatives have their say,”
Teplitz tweeted.India has said
that it was “very closely” following the developments in Sri
Lanka and hoped that democratic values and the constitutional process there will be
respected.
United Nations SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres has
voiced concern over the political crisis in Sri Lanka, urging
President Sirisena to revert to
parliamentary procedures and
allow Parliament to vote “as
soon as possible”. Meanwhile,
the Commonwealth SecretaryGeneral Patricia Scotland’s
spokesperson on Monday
issued a statement, saying she
has noted the decision by
President Sirisena to reconvene
Parliament on November 14.
The Secretary-General
Scotland emphasised the
importance of the role of
Parliament as provided for
under the Constitution and
expressed hope that Parliament
would meet as soon as possible
to resolve the current crisis in
the country.

Happy childhood memories
linked to healthier adult life

Top Indian, US diplomats celebrate
Diwali at State Department

PTI n WASHINGTON

op Indian and American
diplomats celebrated Diwali,
T
the festival of lights, here on

eople who have fond memories of childhood, specifP
ically their relationships with

and right-hand man to the
North Korean leader.
He visited the White House
in the diplomatic run-up to the
Singapore summit, and has
been Pompeo’s chief interlocutor in the months since.
In mid-October, Pompeo
invoked the possibility of a second summit, preceded by talks
with Kim Yong Chol.
“We’re working on finding
dates and times and places that
will work for each of the two
leaders,” Pompeo said at the
time.
Despite a lack of visible progression in talks, Trump has
often pointed to the detente
with North Korea — the subject
of saber-rattling rhetoric and
soaring tensions early in his
term — as a signature foreign
policy accomplishment.

city on Sumatra island.Flight
JT610 sped up as it suddenly
lost altitude and then vanished from radar shortly after
take-off.
Divers have retrieved the
flight data recorder but are still
hunting for the plane’s cockpit
voice recorder. There is still no
answer as to what caused the
crash, with a preliminary report
expected at the end of the
month. But the Indonesian
National Transportation Safety
Committee said Monday that

more thorough check should
have been done followed by a
test flight before the plane was
put back into service, he added.
“The air speed indicator is
a part of vital flight instruments. If it’s broken then it’s a
‘no-go’ for the plane,” Lie said.
Gerry Soejatman, another aviation analyst, said finding the
cockpit voice recorder was critical for knowing how the crew
reacted to the malfunction
and what role it played in the
crash. “The air speed indicator plays a very important
role, but (that) alone is not
enough to cause a plane to
crash,” he said. It is not clear
how much training the Lion
pilots had on the new jet —
which only went into service
in August - or whether the
problems could affect other
Boeing 737 MAX planes.
Budget carrier Lion has
been plagued by safety concerns and customer complaints
over unreliable scheduling and
poor service.

in August, removing 652 pages,
groups, and accounts linked to
Russia and Iran. Gleicher said
that will provide an update
once the company learns more,
“including whether these
accounts are linked to the
Russia-based Internet Research
Agency or other foreign entities.” Almost all of the Facebook
Pages associated with the latest
blocked accounts appeared to
be in French or Russian.The
Instagram accounts were mostly in English and were focused
either on celebrities or political
debate. No further details were
given about the accounts or
suspicious activity.

their parents, tend to have better health, less depression and
fewer chronic illnesses as older
adults, a study has found.
According to the research
published in the journal
Health Psychology, memory
plays a huge part in how we
make sense of the world.
“There are a lot of different ways that our memories of
the past can guide us,” said
William J Chopik, from
Michigan State University in
the US. “We found that good
memories seem to have a positive effect on health and wellbeing, possibly through the
ways that they reduce stress or
help us maintain healthy
choices in life,” said Chopik.
Previous research has
shown a positive relationship
between good memories and
good health in young adults,
including higher quality of
work and personal relationships, lower substance use,
lower depression and fewer

health problems, according to
Chopik. Researchers wanted to
see how this would apply to
older adults. Much of the
existing research focused on
mothers and rarely examined
the role of fathers in child
development. They used data
from of more than 22,000
participants. One study followed adults in their mid-40s
for 18 years and while another followed adults 50 and over
for six years. The surveys
included questions about perceptions of parental affection,
overall health, chronic conditions and depressive symptoms.

Participants in both
groups who reported remembering higher levels of affection from their mothers in
early childhood experienced
better physical health and
fewer depressive symptoms
later in life.
Those who reported
memories with more support
from their fathers also experienced fewer depressive
symptoms, according to
Chopik. “The most surprising
finding was that we thought
the effects would fade over
time because participants were
trying to recall things that
happened sometimes over 50
years ago,” said Chopik.
“One might expect childhood memories to matter less
and less over time, but these
memories still predicted better physical and mental health
when people were in middle
age and older adulthood,” he
added. There was a stronger
association in people who
reported a more loving relationship with their mothers,
noted Chopik, but that might
change.

PTI n WASHINGTON

Monday, reflecting the “great
strength” of partnership
between the two largest democracies of the world. Indian
Ambassador to the US Navtej
Sarna and Deputy Secretary of
State John Sullivan were chief
guests at the Diwali celebrations
held at Foggy Bottom headquarters of the State
Department.
Sullivan said the celebration
of Diwali at the State
Department reflects the great
strength of partnership with
India and shared values of tolerance, diversity, freedom and
justice. Around 200 guests,
including officials of the State
Department and the Indian
Embassy, attended the celebrations. This was for the first time
that the State Department
organised its Diwali celebrations
in collaboration with the Indian
Embassy.
Celebration of Diwali at
the State Department symbolises the growing people to people connect between India and
the US, Sarna said. He high-

Indian Ambassador to the US Navtej Sarna and Deputy Secretary of State John
Sullivan were chief guests at the Diwali celebrations held at Foggy Bottom
headquarters of the State Departmen.
AP

lighted the rising profile and
growing recognition of the contribution of US citizens of
Indian origin, including within
the US State Department. Sarna
also made a reference to release
of Diwali stamp by the United
States Postal Service in 2016 in
recognition of the closer cultural
ties and commonalities between
the two democracies.Sullivan
conveyed his greetings to all
Indians on the occasion of

Diwali and thanked the
Embassy of India and the South
Asian American Employee
Association (SAAEA) for
organising the event.
He said that the uniting
theme in the celebration of
Diwali is the thread of triumph
- good over evil, light over
darkness and knowledge over
ignorance. Sullivan also said the
message of Diwali is one of
hope.
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Rohit leads India to another series win
PTI n LUCKNOW

kipper Rohit Sharma’s recordbreaking fourth T20 International
hundred powered India to a comprehensive 71-run win over West Indies
in what turned out to be another onesided series victory for the hosts.
India, thus, took an unassailable 20 lead in the three-match T20 series. The
last T20 will be played in Chennai on
November 11.
The legend of Rohit in white ball
format continued to grow exponentially as his unbeaten 111 off 61 balls helped
India score 195 for 2 after being put into
bat.
Rohit, who also surpassed regular
skipper Virat Kohli to become top rungetter among Indians in shortest format,
was at his brutal best, hitting eight
boundaries and seven towering sixes.
In reply, West Indies batting caved
in once again as they managed only 124
for 9 at the end of the stipulated overs.
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (2/12), Jasprit
Bumrah (2/20), Khaleel Ahmed (2/30)
and Kuldeep Yadav (2/32) equally shared
the spoils. West Indies’ misery in the
two-month long tour was compounded as they suffered yet another series
defeated after losing the Test series 0-2
and subsequently the one dayers by 13 margin.
Earlier, Rohit and Shikhar Dhawan

S

ROHIT SHARMA’S 100 IN TWENTY-20 INTERNATIONALS:

(43 off 41) made up for their rare failure in the first T20 in Kolkata on Sunday,
stitching 123 runs off 84 balls for the
opening wicket to lay the foundation for
the big score.
Young pace sensation Oshane
Thomas got West Indies off to a fine start
with a maiden over. But the Indian
openers finally broke the shackles in the

Score
118
111
106
100*

Balls
43
61
66
56

4s
12
8
12
11

6s
10
7
5
5

Opponent
Sri Lanka
West Indies
South Africa
England

MOST RUNS IN TWENTY-20 INTERNATIONALS:
BATSMAN
Shoaib Malik (Pakistan)
Rohit Sharman (India)
Martin Guptill (New Zealand)
Brendon McCullum (NZ)
Virat Kohli (India)

M
108
86
75
71
62

fifth over when Rohit and Dhawan took
Thomas to the cleaners hitting a six and
two boundaries, picking up 17 runs.
Dhawan, however, was lucky as
Keemo Paul dropped a straight forward
catch at deep mid-wicket in the ninth
over off captain Carlos Braithwaite.
It eventually opened the flood gates
for India as Rohit thereafter dealt mostly in boundaries and sixes to notch up
his fifty in 38 balls. The elegant righthander mostly preferred the straight
boundaries and cleared them on both

I
101
79
73
70
58

N.O
30
14
7
10
15

RUNS
2190
2203
2271
2140
2102

AVG
30.84
33.89
34.40
35.66
48.88

H.S
75
118
105
123
90*

sides with consummate ease.
Dhawan’s luck finally ran out in the
14th over when he was caught by
Nicholas Pooran at the long leg boundary off Fabian Allen as the batsman
went for a slog sweep.
Rishabh Pant failed for the second
consecutive time, holing out to
Shimron Hetmyer at midwicket boundary off left-arm spiner Khary Pierre.
Rohit and KL Rahul then shared
quickfire 62 runs for the third wicket

Venue
Indore
Lucknow
Dharamsala
Bristol

S/R
123.51
138.64
132.88
136.21
136.22

Date
22-12-2017
06-11-2018
02-10-2015
08 -07-2015

100
4
2
2
-

Result
Won
(please add)
Lost
Won
Faisel Features

50
0
7
1
15
6
14
2
13
3 1
18
2
Faisel Features

off just 28 balls to take India close to
the 200-run mark.
Needing a win to stay alive in the
three-match series after the five-wicket loss at Kolkata, West Indies got off
to the worst possible start, losing two
wickets – Shai Hope and Shimron
Hetmyer early on with young left-arm
pacer Khaleel Ahmed accounting for
both the batsmen. While Hope was
cleaned up by Ahmed in the second
over, Hetmyer was holed out at longon to Dhawan in the pacer’s third over.
Introduced into the attack in the
eight over, chinaman Kuldeep Yadav
continued with his magic and struck
twice in a span of one delivery to derail
West Indies’ chase.
Kuldeep first induced an edge of
Darren Bravo with Rohit taking a sharp
catch in the lone slip and then Nicholas
Pooran failed to read a wrong-un a ball
later to be bowled as West Indies
slumped to 52 for four in eight overs.
It became bad to worse for the visitors when Kieran Pollard was caught
off his own bowling by Jasprit Bumrah.
From there on, it was just a matter of time before India wrapped up the
game and they did it in style.

ROHIT SURPASSES KOHLI

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath inaugurated the newly-constructed ‘Ekana International Stadium’ after former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee',
in Lucknow on Tuesday
PTI

Rohit Sharma on Tuesday surpassed
captain Virat Kohli to become India's
highest run-scorer in T20 Internationals
during the second game against the West
Indies at the newly-built Ekana Stadium
here. Rohit needed just 11 runs to surpass Kohli's record before the start of the
match and the Mumbaikar achieved the
feat in style.

Women's cricket has undergone a
massive change: Jhulan
PTI n DUBAI

rom bunk beds and unreserved train tickets to staying
F
in five-star hotels and flying
business class, women's cricket
has undergone a "massive"
change, feels one of its biggest
stars Jhulan Goswami.
Jhulan, the only bowler in
the women's game with over 200
ODI wickets, reflected on her
time in international cricket and
also looked ahead to the upcoming ICC Women's World T20 in
the West Indies starting
November 9. "I remember staying in an accommodation with
bunk beds for my first World
Cup, in 2005. For domestic
matches, we often travelled unreserved in trains, and played on
grounds where getting injured
would have been very easy," the
35-year-old wrote in her column
for the ICC.
"There were countless junior
tournaments where we stayed in
dormitories and slept on mattresses on the floor. There's been
such a massive change to
women's cricket since I started
playing." The World Cup's league
matches will be played in Guyana
and St Lucia from November 918 with the two semifinals and
the final in Antigua on
November 22 and 24, respectively.
This being the first ever
standalone Women's World T20,
Jhulan feels it will generate more
publicity.
"I was a part of all the previous ICC Women's World T20s
right from the first one in
2009...Those were tournaments
held alongside the men; yes,
people were watching, and there
was good publicity for the
women's games, but what I found
was that by having it simultaneously with the men, the women
would be in the shadows." Jhulan
once led the ICC Women's Player
Rankings for ODI Bowlers,
before announcing her retirement in August from the shortest format ranked 30th after
making 68 appearances. On the

Foakes debut leads Eng revival in SL Test
AFP n GALLE

en Foakes enjoyed a memorable first day in test crickB
et with a fighting 87 not out
against Sri Lanka to help
England recover to 321-8 on day
one Tuesday.
Foakes was handed his test
debut after wicketkeeper Jonny
Bairstow failed to recover from
spraining his ankle while playing football during the limitedovers leg.
After a woeful start in
which England lost five wickets
for 103 runs inside 24 overs,
Foakes teamed with the lower
middle order and the tail to
stage an impressive recovery.
He batted for more than
four hours, faced 184 deliveries,
and hit only six boundaries.
He was as surprised as anyone by how well he fared.
Perhaps because he had low
expectations.
"I had just got back from a
lads' trip to Lisbon. Good preparation! I had a few days out there
when Ed Smith (selector) gave
me a ring. I'd heard about
Jonny's ankle but I still wasn't
sure if I'd be coming out, it took
me by surprise," Foakes said.
"It was just an end-of-sea-

Ben Foakes congratulates by teammate

son 'Enjoy Lisbon thing' with
the Surrey boys."
Foakes added 61 runs for
the sixth wicket with Jos Buttler,
and was in an 88-run stand for
the seventh wicket with Surrey
clubmate Sam Curran.
Curran, who was preferred
over the experienced Stuart
Broad due to his batting
prowess, justified England's

AP

decision with a crucial 48.
Foakes was dropped on 60
at short leg by Kusal Mendis off
the bowling of Dilruwan Perera,
who finished with four wickets.
The partnership with
Curran was broken when the
latter was caught at first slip by
Chandimal off Akila Dananjaya
straight after the evening drinks
break.

Adil Rashid smashed 35 off
38 deliveries with four fours and
two sixes and added 54 runs for
the eighth wicket with Foakes in
only 62 deliveries.
Mike Leach was with
Foakes on 14 not out.
After watching Foakes,
England's top order will rue a
wasted opportunity on a good
batting surface. There were too
many casual dismissals in an
extremely successful morning

session for Sri Lanka.
Because the home side
could wrangle out only three
more wickets after lunch meant
honors were even on day one.
But Sri Lanka will have to bat
fourth on a traditionally spinfriendly pitch that is expected to
crumble.
"Not a usual Galle wicket,"
Perera said.
"The wicket was covered for
two days and that took away the

Zimbabwe thrash Bangladesh for long-awaited Test win
AFP n SYLHET

side off -- ending
Liton's innings on
23.
randon Mavuta and Sikandar
Margin
Opponent Venue
Season
One
down,
Raza shared seven wickets
between them as Zimbabwe
7 wickets Pakistan
Peshawar 1998-99 Mominul Haque
dragged a Jar vis
recorded their first Test win in five
8 wickets Bangladesh Chittagong 2001-02
delivery onto his
years with a thumping 151-run
151 runs Bangladesh Sylhet
2018-19 stumps for nine
victory over Bangladesh on
Tuesday.
Faisel Features before Raza bowled
Imrul Kayes for 43
Debutant leg-spinner Mavuta
0 but within half- to leave Bangladesh at 83-3.
claimed 4-21 and off-spinner
Skipper Mahmudullah promoted
an-hour had lost
Raza's 3-41 as hosts Bangladesh
their first wicket, himself to number four but could not
were left chasing 321 runs on the
with others fol- rescue his side and perished for 16,
fourth day in the northeastern city
giving a catch to substitute fielder
lowing quickly.
of Sylhet.
Play started Craig Ervine at short leg off Raza.
Wellington Masakadza,
Raza then took a spectacular catch
30 minutes early
another debutant, also shone with
to make up for at cover on the stroke of lunch to hand
two wickets as Zimbabwe made
quick work of Bangladesh's lower Zimbabwe players celebrate after dismissing Bangladeshi player T
witter the lost time debutant Mavuta his maiden Test
after bad light wicket and send back Nazmul
order, dismissing the hosts for
apply themselves," Zimbabwe cap- brought a premature end to day three, Hossain.
169.
"I think the wicket was good, but
Left-arm spinner Maskadza took tain Hamilton Masakadza said in the with Bangladesh still needing 295 runs
we didn't apply ourselves with the bat.
on a wearing pitch.
the final wicket of the innings, send- post match presentation ceremony.
The home side -- whose best run We were not disciplined enough to
Zimbabwe sensed a win once
ing Ariful Haque for 38 as Zimbabwe
notched their first Test win since beat- Raza claimed three vital wickets in the chase was 217-6 against the West restrict our strokes," said Bangladesh
opening session to reduce Indies in 2009 -- started to throw skipper Mahmudullah. Mavuta dising Pakistan in Harare in 2013.
wickets once Raza reviewed a leg- missed Bangladesh's last accomplished
It is also the first time Zimbabwe Bangladesh's innings to half.
Kyle Jarvis and Mavuta joined the before appeal against opener Liton batsman Mushfiqur Rahim soon after
has clinched an away Test victory since
play resume before Z imbabwe
beating Bangladesh in Chittagong 17 act with Raza in the morning as they Das.
The umpire gave Liton not out but wrapped things up.
chipped in with a wicket apiece to
years ago in 2001.
The second Test will be held in
"I am ecstatic. I thought the guys leave Bangladesh 111-5 at the break. a TV replay indicated the ball would
Bangladesh resumed play on 26- have hit the stump after pitching out- Dhaka from November 11-15.
went out and worked really hard to

B

ZIMBABWE’S OVERSEAS
VICTORIES IN TESTS:

usual advantage we have here.
The wicket spun but once the
ball got older, the wicket started to be slow."
Rangana Herath, playing
his last test, dismissed England
skipper Joe Root to a yorker on
35 in the morning to claim his
100th wicket in Galle. He
became only the third bowler in
history to claim 100 test wickets or more in one venue after
compatriot
Muttiah
Muralitharan (Colombo, Kandy,
Galle) and James Anderson
(Lord's).
Herath also tied Richard
Hadlee for ninth on the all-time
list, with wicket No. 431.
Root was in just 15 balls
into the match after Rory Burns,
making his debut as the
replacement for the retired
Alastair Cook, was caught
behind nicking Suranga Lakmal
down the leg side.
Sri Lanka skipper Dinesh
Chandimal was forced to go off
the field with a groin niggle, and
Lakmal led in his absence.

previous world events being held
simultaneously with the men's
tournaments, she added, "Before
the semifinals, people would not
be aware about the women's
games, as only the semifinals and
the final were televised. So, we
didn't get the publicity that we
should have received." While
she called the 2017 World Cup
the best in terms of organisation,
Jhulan said things started to
change with the 2009 edition in
Australia. "I recall so many funny
memories when I think about
multiple teams sharing one bathroom. Back then, the IWCC

(International Women's Cricket
Council) and the WCAI
(Women's Cricket Association of
India) did a very creditable job
with the resources they had.
"But we could really see the
difference in the 2009 World Cup
in Aus, which was the first one
organised by the ICC. All of a
sudden, we had the best hotels,
great grounds, a daily allowance.
"Even for domestic tournaments,
the BCCI's entry meant that
flights replaced trains. Instead of
fighting other passengers for a
place to sit, we fought with each
other for window seats!"
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United’s another date with Juventus
AFP n LONDON

lexis Sanchez has
endured a torrid start
to his Manchester
United career but hinted at
better things to come with an
impressive display in a central
role ahead of the Champions
League match against
Juventus.
The injured Romelu
Lukaku missed the 2-1 win at
Bournemouth on Saturday
and Marcus Rashford started
on the bench as Jose
Mourinho opted for a threeman for ward line, with
Anthony Martial and Juan
Mata deployed either side of
Sanchez.
United now travel to
Juventus for another date with
former favourite son Cristiano
Ronaldo, two weeks after they
were outplayed during a 1-0
defeat at Old Trafford that left
them five points adrift of the
Italian champions in Group H.
Despite Mourinho's stated preference for a multidimensional attack, keeping
Lukaku out of the starting
line-up will be tricky, with the
manager proving loyal to his
muscular front man.
The Belgium international, who has not found the net
for the club since midSeptember, is not the only
United forward who has gone
off the boil, with Rashford also
struggling despite his goal at
the weekend.
Martial's goals have been
papering over the cracks during United's recent minirecovery, with the Frenchman

A

earning the manager's trust at
last.
Former United defender
Rio Ferdinand believes
Rashford should be given a
run in the starting line-up,
even though he said it is not
clear what his best position is
yet.
"You look at Lukaku.
Lukaku's goalscoring record is
up there, it's fantastic, he
scores goals," added the TV
pundit. "But in the best teams
you need more than that.
"You need to be able to
bring other people into play,
you need to be able to complement other players in your
team, things have to be set up
off you.
"At the moment, I see in
a Man Utd shirt that some
things break down in Lukaku.
And that affects other players
in the team, like (Paul) Pogba
and Lingard, who want to
play off people."

GROUP E

MUNICH: Bayern Munich are
struggling to fill the creative
hole left by Thiago Alcantara's
injury as they host AEK in the
Champions League on
Wednesday trying to secure a
last 16 berth with trouble
brewing for head coach Niko
Kovac.
Bayern can reach the
knockout stages if they beat
the Greek champions AEK at
Munich's Allianz Arena and
Benfica lose at Ajax in the
other Group E match.
However, Bayern have
been struggling for creativity
since Thiago tore ankle ligaments ten days ago and Joshua

Kimmich, usually a rightback, has struggled to replace
him in the central midfield
role.
Kovac has other central
midfield options to replace
Thiago against AEK in James
Rodriguez, Renato Sanches
or Leon Goretzka.
German magazine Kicker
on Monday claim senior players Thomas Mueller, Mats
Hummels, Franck Ribery and
Arjen Robben are all unhappy with Kovac's coachings
style.
The main problem seems
to be rotating Bayern's starstudded squad, leaving
Mueller and Hummels discontented with their amount
of playing time.
Bayern's attack is failing to
fire and Kovac seems to be at
a loss for words how to fix the
problem. "We lack the power
to punch forward. We can't
break through at the moment
as defences are closing us
down," he lamented.
A win over AEK, with the
bonus of a place in the last 16
would ease the pressure on
Kovac before heading to
Dortmund for Saturday's
showdown.

GROUP G

MADRID: "Bale es fantastico",
Real Madrid's interim coach
Santiago Solari said, but still
took him off in the 71st
minute against Real Valladolid
on Saturday.
Madrid were drifting
towards a 0-0 draw at their
Santiago Bernabeu home and,
searching for inspiration, it

was Bale's number 11 that
came up.
"Another day, Gareth will
score," Solari said.
"And everyone will celebrate." But those quickest to
criticise Bale are circling again
ahead of the trip to Viktoria
Plzen in the Champions
League on Wednesday.
Support for Vinicius has
been intense and Bale is seen
as the one standing in the way.
Those calling for Vinicius
to take Bale's spot perhaps
overlook the Welshman's 24
goals in 41 appearances last
season. Two of them won
Real Madrid the Champions
League final in May.
If Solari believes the
excitement around the teenager is worth harnessing, perhaps the Brazilian could slot
into a front three alongside
Bale, rather than instead of
him.
Benzema's early form has
also dipped but he plays the
role of an attacking pivot as
well as anyone.
Finding the right combination, and extracting more
from Bale, is likely to be top
of Solari's priorities.
But for Solari, the time is
now. B eat Plzen on
Wednesday and even a draw
away to Celta Vigo this weekend might earn him the job
until the end of the season.
A lack of alternatives
means Perez would do well to
look again in the summer, as
long as Solari can keep them
ticking over in the meantime.
To do it, he will need goals,
and Bale.

Sindhu enters 2nd round of Fuzhou Open
PTI n FUZHOU

tar Indian shuttler P.V. Sindhu
defeated Evgeniya Kosetskaya
Sof Russia
to advance to the next
round of the China Open here
on Tuesday. The Third seed and
World No. 3 Sindhu defeated her
Russian opponent in straight
games 21-13, 21-19 in less than
30 minutes of play.
In the first game, Sindhu
dominated most parts of the
game with quality shots and
smashes. In the second game,
her Russian opponent bounced
back and tried to match the pace
of the Indian shuttler but failed

in doing so. The second game
saw Sindhu wrap up the issue
21-19 to advance.
The Rio Olympic silver
medallist Sindhu will now take
on Busanan Ongbamrungphan

of Thailand in the next
round. It was a bad day
for the women's doubles
pair of Ashwini
Ponnappa and N. Sikki
Reddy as the duo bowed
out of the meet.
The Japanese pair
of Shiho Tanka and
Koharu Yonemoto
defeated the Indian pair
21-19, 15-21, 21-17 in a
marathon match lasting an hour
and nine minutes.
The men's doubles pair of
Manu Attri and Sumeeth Reddy
lost to Denmark's Kim Astrup
and AS Rasmussen in straight

sets. The Denmark pair won the
first game comfortably 21-16,
but it was a neck to neck fight
in the second. Eventually, Astrup
and Rasmussen prevailed to
win the second game 27-25.
Ashwini Ponnappa and
Sikki Reddy, meanwhile, lost to
Japan's Shiho Tanaka and
Koharu Yonemoto in three
games. The Japanese duo won
the first game 21-19 after a closely fought battle, but the Indian
pair came back strongly to win
the second 21-15. Tanaka and
Yonemoto showed their class to
win the third game 21-17 to
move into second round.

Ten-man Churchill hold Kashmir 0-0
SRINAGAR (PTI) There was no encore
in store and debutants Real Kashmir had
to be contend with sharing the spoils with
10-man Churchill Brothers following a
goalless draw in their first-ever home game

of the I-league here Tuesday.
The day will be remembered as one
when the Kashmir Valley hosted its first
I-League game.
A few days after a terrific start to their

maiden season in the country's top-flight,
when they stunned defending champions
Minerva Punjab FC in their own den, Real
Kashmir entered the game as the fancied
team.

