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Chhattisgarh’s insurgency-
hit 18 Assembly seats wit-

nessed heavy polling on
Monday as voters defied
Maoists’ boycott call. It has set
the tone for the Assembly elec-
tions in five States that have
been viewed as a “semi-finals”
before the country goes for the
Lok Sabha battle in 2019.

The phase-1 turnout was
estimated to be 70 per cent and
significantly the Maoist bas-
tions in Chhattisgarh recorded
the highest-ever voting per-
centage amid peaceful polling
for which about 1.25 lakh secu-
rity personnel were deployed
across eight districts.

Polling officials confirmed
that restive areas — Bhejji,
Chintagufa and Injeram in
Konta seat; Pamed and
Bhopalpattanam in Bijapur seat
— which had track record of
almost zero polling recorded
heavy turnout right from early
hours of voting.

Government officials,

political parties and intellectu-
als described the higher
turnout as an indication of
“Maoists losing influence in
jungle areas where Naxals 

had a monopoly for over a
quarter century”.

The voting in 18 seats
sealed the fate of 190 candi-
dates, including Chief Minister
Raman Singh from
Rajnandgaon and his two
Ministerial colleagues Kedar
Kashyap from Narayanpur and
Mahesh Gagda from Bijapur.

Rajnandgaon seat where
Chief Minister Raman Singh is
locked in a direct fight with
Congress candidate Karuna
Shukla, niece of late Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
recorded 70 per cent polling.

Women voters mainly in
tribal-dominated forested inte-
riors were seen queued up in
large numbers even after vot-
ing timing ended.

Chhattisgarh’s Chief
Electoral Officer Subrat Sahoo
said that Khujji Assembly seg-
ment registered the highest
turnout of 72 per cent and the
poll percentage figure could go
up after final compilation of
voting data. 

Continued on Page 7

DEEPAK K UPRETI n NEW DELHI

Sharing a hostile political
relationship with Bihar

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
BJP ally Rashtriya Lok Samata
Party’s (RLSP) president
Upendra Kushwaha on
Monday met Opposition
leader Sharad Yadav, a friend-
turned-foe of Nitish Kumar,
with a suggestion that he is not
altogether averse to switching
camps. 

Kushwaha met Sharad at
the latter’s residence and both
the leaders were believed to
have discussed the current
political situation, especially in
Bihar, RLSP sources said.  In
a tweet, Kushwaha described
the meeting as a courtesy call. 

Seat-sharing within the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) constituents is not a
settled matter even as BJP
president Amit Shah last
month announced here with
Nitish by his side that his party
and the JD(U) would contest
equal number of Lok Sabha
seats with other NDA con-
stituents like RLSP and Lok
Jan Shakti Party (LJP) of Ram
Vilas Paswan need to adjust
with lower number of seats
than they contested in 2014.
The RLSP, which had fought
three seats in 2014 and won all,
is unlikely to be spared not
more than two seats by the
BJP. 

Kushwaha has maintained
he is ready to “sacrifice” for the

NDA and would like Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
return to power at the Centre,
but wondered as to why he was

being kept out of the Nitish
Kumar-led JD(U)-BJP coali-
tion in Bihar. 

The OBC leader, who is

also a Union Minister, has
once famously said “Nitish is
capable of sinking any boat he
rides on.’’ He accused Nitish of
conspiring to break the RLSP.

Kushwaha had also
attacked Nitish for allegedly
insulting him and had target-
ed him again on Sunday over
reports that two MLAs of his
party may join the JD(U).

The RLSP leader has kept
the seat-sharing pot boiling by
meeting rival Lalu Prasad’s
son Tejashwi with reports that
he had sought six Lok Sabha
seats but was “assured” only
four. But Kushwaha described
his meeting with Lalu’s son at
a Government guest house as
a “chance meeting”.

Continued on Page 7

Nagpur: Tigress Avni was shot
“when she was facing away”
from the gunman hired by the
Maharashtra Government, the
report of an independent
Government-appointed expert
revealed here on Monday.

The detailed analytical
report has been prepared by
Wildlife Biologist Milind
Pariwakam of the Wildlife
Conservation Trust, who attend-
ed Avni’s autopsy as a represen-
tative of Maharashtra’s Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests.

Pariwakam’s report raises
doubts on the claims made by
the hired shooter and 
officials that Avni was shot in
“self-defence” after a darting
attempt failed.

Continued on Page 7

Prime Minister Narendra Modi looks on at India’s first multi-modal terminal on the Ganga river during its inaugural function, in Varanasi on Monday 
PTI
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The Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) on

Monday filed its preliminary
enquiry report in a sealed
cover before the Supreme
Court against benched CBI
director Alok Kumar Verma in
view of the allegations of cor-
ruption levelled against him by
his deputy Rakesh Asthana. 

Following allegations of
corruption, Verma and
Asthana were divested of their
supervisory authority in the
CBI and sent on leave. 

Acting CBI director M
Nageswara Rao too filed in a
sealed cover the decisions taken
by him from October 23-26
with regard to the transfer of
investigations and change of

investigators of the agency. 
A Bench of Chief Justice

Ranjan Gogoi and Justice
Sanjay Kishan Kaul took both
the reports on record and fixed
November 16 as the next date
for hearing in the matter.

Sources privy to the CVC
enquiry said the report has
flagged certain questions with
regard to the probe against

Verma for which a separate and
further enquiry is required. It
implies there is no clean chit to
Verma and the CVC preliminary
report has left it for the apex
court to decide further course of
action, the sources added. 

The CVC and Rao placed
three copies of their reports in
compliance with the October
26 order of the SC. 

“Report of the Central
Vigilance Commission with
regard to the preliminary
enquiry held in respect of the
petitioner — Alok Kumar
Verma — in sealed cover has
been submitted in court by
Tushar Mehta, Solicitor
General,” the Bench said. 

Likewise, the apex court
noted in its order that the
report of the orders passed by
the acting director was filed in
sealed cover, in terms of the ear-
lier order of the court dated
October 26, 2018, by Additional
Solicitor General PS Narasimha.

“Both the aforesaid reports
are taken on record. All the
matters will be considered on
Friday next i.e. November 16,
2018,” the Bench said. 

Continued on Page 7
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Amid raging controversy
over the `59,000 crore

Rafale fighter jet deal with
allegation of wrongdoing, the
Government on Monday stat-
ed in the Supreme Court that
it abided by the Defence
Procurement Procedure-2013
and due approval was taken
from the Defence Acquisition
Council and the Cabinet
Committee on Security. 

The Centre also placed in
a sealed cover before the apex
court the price details of 36
Rafale fighter jets which India
is buying in fly-away condition
from France through a
Government to Government
deal inked in October 2016.

The SC will take up the
case on November 14. The
court on October 31 had asked
the Centre to place before it
within 10 days the pricing
details of 36 Rafale fighter jets.
In the last hearing, the Centre
was reluctant to share the price
details and Attorney General
KK Venugopal had told a
Bench headed by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi that pricing
details of these jets were not
even shared with Parliament. 

The Centre made public
the 16-page document titled
“Details of the steps in the deci-
sion making process leading to
the award of 36 Rafale fighter
aircraft order,” which stated
the process as laid down in the
Defence Procurement
Procedure-2013 has been fol-
lowed in procurement of the
Rafale aircraft. 

Continued on Page 7

KESTUR VASUKI n BENGALURU

Senior BJP leader and Union
Parliamentary Affairs

Minister Ananth Kumar, 59,
died at a private hospital here
in the early hours of Monday,
party spokesman said. He was
suffering from lung cancer and
had come back from the US in
October after treatment at the
Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Centre, New York.  He
is survived by wife and two
daughters.

The Karnataka
Government has declared a
three-day State mourning till
November 14 as a mark of
respect to Ananth Kumar. His
last rites will be performed on
Tuesday with all Government
honour, an official release said. 

Ananth had built the BJP
in Karnataka and was the 
sole Member of Parliament
from the State.

His political journey began
from Vidhyarthi Parishat and
graduated through RSS to the
national politics. Known for his
integrity, Kumar had friends in
the Congress and other parties. 

As a Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister, his perfor-
mance was appreciated by all.
Even though he was identified
as Advani’s man, he succeeded
in getting close to Narendra
Modi later.

Mourning the death of
Ananth, Karnataka Chief
Minister HD Kumaraswamy
said, “Ananth’s pro-people atti-
tude and activities made him
apple of the people’s eye.” 

“He always valued and had
given priority to friendship. I
have lost a great friend in his

death,” he said.
Ananth, was widely regard-

ed as an able political organis-
er who helped the BJP expand
its reach in country’s South.

His organisational skills
and proficiency in Kannada,
Hindi, Marathi and English
caught the attention of the
party’s top leaders like Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and LK
Advani, who made him a BJP
national General Secretary at a
young age.

An urban face of the BJP,
Ananth was a six-time parlia-
mentarian from the high-pro-
file Bengaluru South Lok Sabha
constituency since 1996. He
became a Union Minister at a
young age (37) in the Vajpayee’s
Governments of 1998-99 and
1999-2004.

In the 1996 Lok Sabha
elections, the BJP denied tick-
et to sitting MP renowned
economist Professor K
Venkatagiri Gowda from
Bangalore South and fielded a
new face, Ananth. The move
raised eyebrows. 

Continued on Page 7

Voters defy Naxals in their bastion

18 seats in Maoist stronghold in Chhattisgarh witness 70 per cent voting 

Ananth Kumar
passes away
Union Minister dies in Bengaluru after

battling lung cancer for several months

SC to examine/hear case on Nov 16

CVC files confidential report on Verma graft

Abided by DAC to buy

Rafale: Centre to SC

‘Tigress Avni shot

from behind, not

in self-defence’

Govt submits price
details in sealed cover

Wary Kushwaha flexes muscles, meets Sharad

KBK Infographics

Union Minister and Rashtriya Lok Samta Party (RLSP) chief Upendra Kushwaha
meets expelled JD(U) leader Sharad Yadav in New Delhi on Monday PTI
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CRPF personnel help an elderly voter to reach a polling station for casting her vote during the first phase of Chhattisgarh
Assembly elections, in Naxal-affected Sukma district, on Monday PTI
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RAMESH K SINGH n VARANASI

In an oblique attack on pre-
vious governments for wast-

ing thousands of crore of
rupees in the name of making
Ganga river clean and pollu-
tion-free and neglecting rivers
across the country, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday said that during the
last four years the way the
development work was carried
out showed that the BJP had
done politics only for develop-
ment and not for vote bank. “It
is also a historic day when for
the first time since
Independence, waterways
transportation began in the
country,” he said, adding that it
was also the ‘new vision of the
new India’.

Addressing an impressive
gathering at Wajidpur near
Harahuwa where he inaugu-
rated projects worth over
`2,400 crore on Monday
evening, the Prime Minister
said: “Contrary to previous
governments, we are spending
money in making the Ganga
river clean and, in this direc-
tion, projects worth `23,000
crore were sanctioned and out
of the same `5,000 crore are
being allocated for Namami
Gange project.”

The Prime Minister start-
ed his 35-minute speech in the
local dialect and greeted the
people on the occasion of
Chhath festival. He ended his
speech with the chant ‘Har Har
Mahadev’.

Modi unveiled the first-
ever multi-model waterway
terminal on the Ganga river. He
emphasised that the BJP-led
governments had always been
striving for the development of
the country and its country-
men. "It is historic for Kashi,
Purvanchal, (East India) and

the nation that today Varanasi
and the whole country have
become witness to that work of
development which was sup-
posed to have been done
decades ago but, sadly, the
same was never done,” Modi
added. 

Modi received India’s first
container vessel that com-
menced its voyage from
Kolkata on inland waterways
on October 30, carrying cargo
thus reviving inland water-
ways for freight movement.
Kolkata to Varanasi route is
part of what is called National
Waterways-1 and it will join
four states between Varanasi
and Haldia. 

The PM claimed that it was
sheer determination to realise
dreams within the set deadline
that the prestigious project
was right on the ground. “The
first multi-modal project,
which is a testimony to a new
India, will cut travel time and
help businessmen. The roads
will be less crowded. Fuel costs
will also be lowered and there
will also be relief from vehic-
ular pollution,” said the PM.

Referring to the waterway
facility, he claimed the entire
eastern region would become
an export hub with places like
Bhadohi, Mirzapur and
Varanasi would be able to
showcase their products to the
world out there. Taking a vow
to make the changing face of
Varanasi more imposing and
grand in the days to come, the
PM said it was time that Kashi
became a hub of adventure,
culture and nature.  While lay-
ing the foundation of seven
more projects, the PM claimed
that people only wanted to do
politics of development. “Public
chooses governments on the
basis of development instead of 

Continued on Page 7

Modi gives mega
development
push to Varanasi
‘We do politics for dev, not vote bank’

RLSP leader has kept the seat-sharing pot boiling 

HC notice to Centre,
UP on renaming Alld
PTI n LUCKNOW

The Lucknow bench of the
Allahabad High Court on

Monday asked the Centre
and Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment to file counter affi-
davits within a week on a
petition challenging the deci-
sion to rename Allahabad as
Prayagraj.   A bench of Justice
Vikram Nath and Justice
Rajesh Singh Chauhan passed
the order on a PIL moved HS
Pandey.

The petitioner argued
that it was necessary to invite
objections from the public
under Section 6 (2) of the
Revenue Manual  before

changing the name of a dis-
trict, but the said provision
was not followed in the pre-
sent case. 

The state  counsel
opposed the plea by submit-
ting that the provision was
applicable in case the revenue
area had to be changed. But,
he added, only the name was
changed in the present case
and, therefore, the petition
was not maintainable. 

After hearing both sides,
the court asked the state and
the central government coun-
sel to place their arguments
on record by filing counter
affidavits. The next hearing of
the matter is on Monday.   
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The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad performed
bhoomi pujan at the

ground in Ayodhya where the
dharma sabha is to be held on
November 25, saying a very
positive message will emanate
from here regarding construc-
tion of Ram temple at the des-
ignated place and spread across
the country within no time.

VHP national vice-presi-
dent Champat Rai said that
Hindus were hurt by the attitude
of Supreme Court in solving this
issue. “We were quite hopeful
about an early settlement of the
case but by deferring the hear-
ing to January, the apex court
has played with the sentiments
of the majority community,” Rai
said in a statement after the
bhoomi pujan on Monday.

He said that those in power
should realise that society was
not indifferent to the Ram
temple issue. He said over one
lakh Ram bhakts would come
to Ayodhya on November 25
while over five lakh people
would assemble in Delhi on
December 9 for the dharma
sansad of saints and seers.

“We will organise such
‘dharma sabhas’ at 500 places
across the country so that the
court and the people settle the
issue at the earliest. Our
demand is simple, if the court
is delaying the whole process,
the government should step in
and bring a legislation for con-
struction of Ram temple. The
BJP is in power not only at
Centre but also in Uttar
Pradesh,” he said, adding that
the common refrain was ab
nahi banega mandir to kab
banega (if the temple is not con-
structed now, when will it be
constructed). 

The VHP vice-president
said that since 1950, the issue was
pending in the court, sometimes
in the lower court and some-
times in the higher court.  He
said the Allahabad High Court
gave a verdict but it was not
acceptable to the masses.

“The verdict says the area
under the dome is temple where-
as we believe the whole land
belongs to Lord Ram. One can-
not change the birthplace. Will

the court say Lord Ram was not
born in Ayodhya,” Rai said.

“The issue should have been
solved by September but it was
dragged, keeping Lok Sabha

elections in mind. We want the
temple to be constructed at the
earliest. The sooner it is done, the
better for the country,” the VHP
leader said.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Ahead of the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections, the Uttar

Pradesh government faces the
difficult task of satisfying the
sugarcane farmers who are
pitching for over 25 per cent
hike in the State Advisory
Price (SAP) of cane for the cur-
rent  2018-19 crushing season. 

If their demands are acced-
ed to by the government, the
sugarcane price will be ̀ 400 per
quintal for the 2018-19 season.

The sugar industry, which
is predominantly in the private
sector, on the other hand, has
reiterated its inability to pay
even the existing cane price of
`315 per quintal (common
variety) fixed last year for the
2017-18 season.

The farmers and their
organisations raised the
demand for hike in the SAP
during the meeting of the cane
price fixation committee head-
ed by the Chief Secretary. The
farmers’ leaders made a strong
demand for hiking cane SAP to
`400 per quintal on the ground
of rise in prices of agricultural
inputs like diesel, fertilisers,
seeds, etc.

“Both the Central and the
state governments have repeat-
edly affirmed their agenda of
doubling farmers’ income and
yet there has been insignificant
increase in the cane price in

recent years,” said representative
of UP Cane Cooperative
Societies, Arvind Kumar Singh,
who participated in the high-
level meeting. 

The Centre has fixed the fair
and remunerative price (FRP) of
cane at ̀ 275 per quintal. UP tra-
ditionally announces a much
higher SAP of cane to be paid by
the sugar mills.

The millers have cited glut
in sugar market due to record
sugar production in last season
(2017-18) which has resulted in
high sugarcane arrears of the
last season. Currently, the state
cane outstanding stands at
about `7,800 crore for the last
season (2017-18). Around 75
private sugar mills have applied
for collectively availing a
`4,000-crore soft loan spon-
sored by the Yogi Adityanath
government to ease the cane
arrears payment situation.

The mills maintain that
the fact that the state
announced the soft loan pack-
age is proof enough that the
sugar sector is facing difficul-
ties in making payments and
any further hike in price will
only compound the problem. 

There are about 40 lakh
rural households in UP direct-
ly associated with sugarcane
farming with the sugar and by-
products sector infusing as
much as `50,000 crore in rural
economy annually.

In run-up to the 2019 Lok
Sabha poll, the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party can ill afford to
antagonise the state farmers,
especially in western UP that
has higher concentration of
sugar mills. 

So far, about a dozen sugar
mills have started their crush-
ing operations in UP, out of the
total 119 units in the private and
Cooperative sectors. 

Minister of State for
Sugarcane Development, Sugar
Mills ((Independent Charge),
Suresh Rana  on Monday
directed sugar mills to com-
mence cane crushing by
November 25 and clear the cane
arrears by November 30.

The private sugar mills, as
relief for the industry, have
urged the state government to
allow staggered payments to
farmers with the first instal-
ment being FRP of ̀ 275/quin-
tal, to prevent the prospective
build-up of arrears in the cur-
rent season. They have also
underlined that the domestic
sugar sector has already been
put in the negative list by com-
mercial banks.

This year, UP cane acreage
is estimated at 26 lakh hectares,
up 18 per cent from 22 lakh
hectares in 2017-18 when UP
had clocked sugar production
of 1.2 crore metric tonnes (MT)
with farmers’ payables touching
`35,400 crore.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Asenior government doctor
and in-charge of the office

of Chief Medical Officer in
Gonda, Dr Gayauddin Hasan,
was found dead under myste-
rious circumstance in his offi-
cial residence on Monday
morning. 

The doctor’s body was
found hanging from a tree in
the lawn of his official bunga-

low.
Superintendent of Police

in Gonda, Lallan Singh, who
rushed to the spot soon after
getting information of the
incident early Monday morn-
ing, said the body of in-charge
CMO Dr Gayauddin Hasan
(48) was found hanging from
a guava tree in the lawn of his
official residence in Kotwali
police station area. 

He said the doctor’s wife

Hina informed the police about
the incident.

Hina told District
Magistrate Captain Prabhanshu
Srivastava that earlier also, Dr
Hasan had tried to commit sui-
cide by pouring kerosene on his
body. She also disclosed that
her husband was mentally dis-
turbed for the past few days,
especially after he was given the
charge of the CMO 15 days
back.

A team of doctors con-
ducted the post-mortem while
a forensic team visit the spot
for investigation.

However, the police, after
preliminary investigation, said
that it could be a case of 
suicide. 

“So far no suicide note has
been recovered. As per infor-
mation obtained till now, there
was work pressure (on Dr
Hasan),” Lallan Singh told

media persons. 
The deceased doctor was a

native of Prayagraj (Allahabad)
and was presently working in
the leprosy department.

Meanwhile,  a man alleged-
ly wanted in several loot cases
was arrested in  Muzaffarnaga
after being on the run for 22
years, police said Monday. 

Munna was arrested from
Antwada village under Khatoli
Police Station area here Sunday
evening, station house officer
Santosh Kumar Singh said.

Munna was absconding
since 1996, Santosh Kumar
Singh said. 

PNS n LUCKNOW

The son of a Bharatiya Janata
Party MLA in Hardoi fell

into a into honey trap and was
blackmailed to pay money to
the girl.

However, when the girl
demanded Rs 10 lakh from
him, he approached the police
and asked them to bail him out
of the net of the honey trap
gang. 

The Hardoi police have
registered a case and are look-
ing for the accused. 

Reports said that Ravi
Prakash, son of a BJP MLA
from Hardoi, received a missed
call from one Shivani Mishra,
reportedly hailing from
Lucknow. 

The missed call led to reg-
ular chatting between the two
and sharing of messages etc.
However, Ravi Prakash soon
realised that he had fallen into
a honey trap when Shivani
demanded money and threat-
ened to post his voice messages
and clips of video chatting on
WhatsApp on the social media.

Sources said that Ravi
Prakash gave some money to
the girl in two separate trans-
actions to avoid embarrass-
ment. However, when she
recently made a demand of Rs
10 lakh, Prakash decided to ini-
tiate legal proceedings and
lodged a report with Thadiyaon
police against three unknown
persons last Saturday.

The sources said that the
cops identified one Siraj as
being behind the racket and
were making efforts to arrest
him. 

Meanwhile, in a separate
incident reported from Gonda,
an 8-year-old boy was alleged-
ly sodomised by a barber on
Monday.

Superintendent of Police
Lallan Singh said the incident
took place in a village in
Tarabganj area when the boy
went to Mohit’s shop for a hair-
cut. Mohit was arrested after a
first information report was
lodged by the victim’s family.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Congress
workers on Monday staged

a demonstration before the
Reserve Bank of India office in
the state capital against the
“failure” of demonetisation.

UPCC president Raj
Babbar was conspicuous by
his absence despite giving the
call for the protest on the sec-
ond anniversary of demoneti-
sation. In his absence, the
protest was led by Congress
Legislature Party leader in UP
Assembly, Ajay Kumar Lalu,
and party leader in the Council,
Deepak Singh.

Both Lalu and Singh, along
with Congress MLA Aradhana
Mishra, former Cabinet minis-
ter Naseemuddin Siddiqui,
UPCC general secretary Vinod
Mishra, Mukesh Chauhan,
Virendra Madan and party
workers sat on dharna in front
of the RBI office in Lucknow. 

Interestingly, none of the
leaders heading the main
frontal organisations of UPCC,
like Sewa Dal, Mahila
Congress, Youth Congress,
National Ssudents Union of
Indis, were present during the
protest.

The protest was also staged
in front of the RBI office in
Kanpur and at all the district
headquarters in UP.

During the protest, the
Congress workers raised slo-

gans against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Bharatiya
Janata Party, saying that the
hardships of the people had
increased due to the anarchist
decision of the Centre.

Addressing party workers
during Lalu said that due to the
unwanted and arbitrary deci-
sion to demonetise high value
currency notes, the country’s
economy was shattered and the
Gross Domestic Product of
the contry had come down by
more then 2 per cent, leading
to a loss of more then three

lakh million dollars to the
nation besides resulting in
unemployment and closure of
many big business establish-
ments in the country. 

“Modi had sought 50 days’
time to stablise the economy
after demonetisation but 730
days have passed since that
decision but the country is still
reeling under worst-ever eco-
nomic crisis,” said MLC
Deepak Singh. 

Aradhna Mishra said the
Prime Minister had said that
demonetisation would weed

out ill-gotten wealth from the
country, flush out counterfeit
currency notes, wipe out terror
funding and finish black
money from the market but
now Modi should release a
White Paper to buttress his
claims.

UP Congress spokesman
Anshu Awasthi said. neither
corruption was curbed nor the
Naxal and terror attacks had
stopped and claims of black
money returning to the coun-
try after note ban had turned
out to be hollow.
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VHP performs bhoomi pujan
at dharma sabha venue

VHP leaders performing bhoomi pujan at the ground where dharma sabha will be held in Ayodhya on November 25 

PNS n LUCKNOW

Amidst the cacophony over
Ram temple construction,

efforts are being made to set-
tle the issue out-of-court with
the Muslim plaintiff in this
case, Haji Mehboob, writing a
letter to spiritual guru Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar in this regard.

An emissary of Sri Sri,
Gautam Vig, met Haji
Mehboob in Ayodhya on
Monday and conveyed to him
the feelings of the Art of Living
leader about solving the Ram
temple issue out of court.

In the evening, Haji
Mehboob wrote a letter to Sri
Sri, showing his willingness to
resolve the issue, but with some
riders. What exactly Haji
Mehboob has written in the let-

ter is not known but it is
believed that he has shown his
willingness to solve this vexed
issue out of court. 

Another plaintiff in the
case, Iqbal Hashim, too, has
shown his willingness to solve
the issue out of court. He is on
record saying that if outsiders
leave Ayodhya, the residents of
this city will solve the issue
themselves. 

The Art of Living founder
is voluntarily mediating to help
the warring parties settle the
dispute amicably. Last year, in
the mid of November, he went
to Ayodhya and held a meeting
with the sadhus. He also met
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

before visiting Ayodhya. After
the meeting, Sri Sri was of the
view that majority of Muslims
were not opposed to the idea of
building a Ram temple at the
disputed site.   

“I know some may not
agree with this, but Muslims by
and large are not opposing the
Ram temple,” Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar had told reporters in
Ayodhya on November 16 last
year. The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad is, however, opposed
to any move of the Art of
Living  founder to solve the
issue through mutual consent. 

“Sri Sri is not a party to this
issue. How can he solve the
problem unilaterally? This issue
can only be solved by the court
or through legislation,” VHP
spokesman Sharad Sharma said.
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Taking a jibe at Vishwa
Hindu Parishad’s proposed

‘dharma sabha’, Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut said that Hindu
saints and leaders should stage
protest outside Parliament
House or the Supreme Court
instead of holding meeting in
Ayodhya if they really wanted
a Ram temple.

“What is the use of this
‘dharma sabha’ in Ayodhya? It
is clear now that the construc-
tion of temple can start only if
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment gets a legislation passed
in Parliament regarding it. 

“The sadhus should pres-
surise the government to bring
a legislation (for Ram temple
construction) at the earliest,”
Raut, who is spokesman of his
party, said in Ayodhya on
Monday.

The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad has proposed a dhar-
ma sabha in Ayodhya on
November 25. The same day,
similar meetings will be held in
Bengaluru and Nagpur. On
December 9, the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad will organise a dhar-
ma sansad in Delhi.

Raut said the Shiv Sena
would support the Modi gov-
ernment if it brought a legisla-
tion to pave way for construc-
tion of Ram temple in
Ayodhya.

Sanjay Raut is in Ayodhya
to prepare grounds for Shiv
Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray’s
proposed visit to Ayodhya on
November 25. 

The Shiv Sena leader is
piqued that the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad is holding a dharma
sansad on the day Uddhav
Thackeray will be in Ayodhya
town.

Earlier in the day, the
Shiv Sena leader held meet-
ings with saints and discussed
the possibility of construction
of Ram temple and also the
role that Shiv Sena could play
in it.

Efforts on for out-of-court settlement 
AYODHYA ISSUE
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25 DALITS CONVERT TO BUDDHISM IN SHAMLI
ALLEGING DISCRIMINATION

Muzaffarnagar: Twenty-five Dalits converted to Buddhism in
a ceremony in Shamli district, alleging discrimination against the
community. Dalit leader Devidas Jayant, who also converted, said
they had taken the step due to discrimination and atrocities against
the community. Bodh bhikshu Bhante Pergyashil performed the con-
version ceremony, he said. Circle Officer Rajesh Kumar Tiwari said
the event had not taken place under any coercion and added that
everyone had the freedom to follow any religion they desire. 

1 KILLED IN SUGAR MILL ACCIDENT
Bijnor: A 52-year-old labourer was killed and three others were

injured when chemicals accidentally fell on them at a sugar mill
in Bijnor district on Monday, police said. The mishap took place
in the morning at the Avadh sugar mill in Seohara. Shravjit died
on the spot, while three others received burns, a police officer said.
The injured were admitted to a primary health centre, the officer
said, adding that the crushing for this season had just got off in
the mill on Saturday. Manager of the mill, Sukhbir Singh, termed
the incident a “mishap”. 

COUSINS MOWED DOWN BY TRUCK
Pratapgarh: A 20-year-old youth and his cousin died after

a truck hit their motorcycle here Monday, police said.
Phoolchandra and his cousin sister, Bitan (17), died on the spot
in the accident near Ratipur village, a police officer said. An eight-
year-old passer-by, Aditya, was also injured and his condition
is critical, he said. A search is on for the driver who fled the spot.

NINE INJURED IN CLASH OVER HARASSMENT OF
WOMAN 

Muzaffarnagar: Nine people were injured during a clash
between two groups over harassment of a woman in Khaikheri vil-
lage here. SHO Jitender Kumar said on Sunday, Bahadur Singh had
an argument with Balraj after a woman, who was known to him,
was harassed by an acquaintance of Balraj. The quarrel turned vio-
lent and lathis and sharp weapons were used during the clash
between the two Dalit groups belonging to the same community.
Nine people were injured and they were rushed to a hospital, the
SHO said. Five persons were injured in a separate clash between
two groups over a minor issue at Kawal village following which
four men were arrested. SHO RB Kaul said the incident occurred
Sunday night when Rajender Kumar and Kawal Singh fought over
a minor issue. Then the two groups belonging to the same com-
munity clashed with each other under Jansaths police station area.
Stones were pelted during the clash and lathis were also used.

Govt doctor ends life in Gonda

Agra residents
march to
promote
cleanliness

Agra PTI): Hundreds of
students, social activists, politi-
cians and sanitary workers
Monday took out a march here
to promote cleanliness in the
city. Holding placards and ban-
ners for a cleaner Agra, the par-
ticipants marched from the
grounds of Agra College to the
municipal corporation head-
quarters in civil lines.

An oath of cleanliness was
also taken in the presence of
Urban Development Minister
Suresh Khanna.

Municipality vehicles car-
rying cleaning equipment too
participated in the rally.

Meanwhile, social activists
welcomed the initiative but
opined that such campaigns
needed to be held more often
to spread awareness.

Cleanliness has to be a
24x7 activity, members of River
Connect campaign, Jugal
Kishor and Deepak Rajput
said, adding that there has
been a visible positive change
in the attitude of the people
when it comes to cleanliness.
But more needs to be done,
they said. Social activist
Shravan Kumar Singh said
maintaining cleanliness was
not the responsibility of the
administration alone.
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Anupama Yadav, who won
the Chancellor’s gold

medal, is on cloud nine after
having fulfilled the dream of
her father who wanted to see
her name in newspaper 
headlines.

Talking to The Pioneer,
she said it was important for
her because her parents had
worked hard and dreamt of
educating their two daughters
against the wishes of her grand-
parents. Anupama has also
won the Chief Minister’s gold
and Visitor’s gold medals. 

“My father, who is a farmer
and owns some land in Unnao,
had shifted to the my maternal
uncle’s house with my mother
so that we could get good edu-
cation. The medals which I
have won justifies the decision
which he had taken then. I, on
my part, gave tuitions to chil-
dren so that I could earn some
extra money,” she said, adding
that she studied almost 6-7
hours daily. “I am aiming to
become a teacher after seeing
my own gurus work so hard. If
I become a teacher, I will be
able to help all the students so
that they can get the opportu-
nities which can help them
achieve success. I will be happy
to work in the background
away from the limelight,” she
said. About the inclusive edu-
cation which she was receiving
at the rehab university, she said
she learnt a lot from her dif-
ferently-abled classmates. “I
chose this university for com-
pleting my Masters because it
was close to my residence. But
when I joined, I found the
atmosphere very inspiring. I
got to learn so much from the
specially-abled students,” she
added.

Niharika Nigam, who won

the Chancellor’s silver medal,
was also excited to have won a
medal for the first time. “It was
a great experience studying
along with the differently-abled
classmates because. In fact, I
have picked up sign language
during our interaction,” she
said. On her plans to serve the
country, she said she wanted to
become a professor.

Nausheen Siddiqui, who
won the Chancellor’s bronze
medal, said she got a lot of fam-
ily support. She admitted that
Muslim girls faced problems in
terms of getting higher educa-
tion. “It’s normally not a very
encouraging atmosphere when
it comes to pursuing higher
education, but my parents were
very supportive and they also

took loan for my education,”
she pointed out.

Nausheen, who has done
Bachelors from Lucknow
University, said she wanted to
be a web designer. Asked what
she would like to do for the
country, she said she wanted to
the small traders to become
more tech-savvy to expand
their business.
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They have faced several
hardships in trying to

achieve success and they came
up trumps, thanks to their
determination and hard work.
The differently-abled gold
medallists, while talking to
The Pioneer, admitted that they
had faced discriminations in
their journey to success and
were still hopeful of getting
their due in society.

Sanjeev Kumar, who has
won a gold medal in BEd,
comes from Muzaffarnagar.
About his problems, he said
that his father died a couple of
years ago and two of his broth-
ers were visually-impaired.

He said his support came
from his mother and younger
brother. “I will make a special
mention of my mother, who
has been a great support and
encouraged us all to pursue
education. This despite the
fact that she was not educated
herself,” he said. Sanjeev said he
wanted to become independent
but realised that society had a
different way of looking at the
differently-abled. “We find it
difficult to get jobs despite our
education,” he added.

Shakeel Ahmad, who has
won two gold medals in MA
(Hindi), comes from Unnao
and has six brothers and one
sister. “I want to go in the area
of education because being
differently-abled, I can help in
this sector. I am very grateful
to my friend Veerpal Singh,
who was my classmate and
helped me immensely,” said
Shakeel, who lost his vision at
the age of five after suffering
from brain fever.

Bal Mukund Jaiswal
(Ballia), who is orthopaedical-
ly disabled, won a gold medal
in BEd. He  said his teachers,
especially the DSW, helped
him a lot. Having lost his par-
ents, it was his elder brother
who encouraged him to pursue
his studies.

“I also gave tuitions to
children earn some money. I
am happy because this is my
first gold medal,” he said.
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No matter how much
economic development
is done in a country, the

path of its progress takes places
through inclusive development
of all the people. Inclusive
education which brings the
differently abled and the nor-
mal students together will
remove the discriminations
among them and make those
who are deficient confident
about their capabilities and
help them contribute towards
the nation.

These views were
expressed by West Bengal
Governor Keshari Nath
Tripathi, while speaking at the
5th convocation of Dr
Shakuntala Misra National
Rehabilitation University on
Monday. As many as 896 stu-
dents — 507 girls and 389 boys
— were given away degrees
while 116 medals were award-
ed to the toppers. 

“During the past few years,
there has been a positive devel-
opment  in  terms of many
organisations coming forward
to work towards the welfare of
differently-abled students.
Many of these students have
special abilities and the society
can benefit from them,” he said.

Tripathi said that the dif-
ferently-abled had special tal-
ents in music and several exam-
ples could be quoted for the

same. He said there should be
a research unit in the univer-
sity to work on the syllabus, the
course which could make edu-
cation more qualitative and
bring these students into the
mainstream.

UP Governor Ram Naik
said that in the scenario of
higher education in the state,
things were on track with con-
vocations taking place on time.
“We have already held convo-
cations in 25 universities this
year. The statistics show that
girls have made a great leap
with almost 5% receiving more
degrees in comparison to last
year. The credit for this can be
attributed to the Sarv Shiksha
Abhiyan started by former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee,” he said.

Minister for Backward
Welfare Om Prakash Rajbhar,
while congratulating the stu-
dents, said that they must
prove themselves in whichev-
er field they wanted to make a
foray into.

“This is a unique universi-
ty as it brings the differently-
abled and other students
together in a barrier-free medi-
um. Fifty per cent of the seats
in all the courses are reserved
for the differently-abled and
there is a 50 per cent quota
within quota for those visual-
ly-impaired. A positive effort is
being made to help these stu-
dents ,” he pointed out.

Degrees conferred on 896 rehab univ students

Disabilities no bar!

Saurabh Shakya, who won
a medal in MEd, is also
orthopaedically disabled, said
students like him had to face
a lot of problems. “The society
says something and does
something else. I am grateful
that this university was estab-
lished it provided us free food-
ing and lodging facilities, due
to which  we were able to con-
centrate only on studies,” he
said.

Sanjeev with his mother

Shakeel Ahmad

Medal winners aspire to 
work for greater good

Governor Ram Naik doing the honours on Monday Pioneer

(Clockwise from top) Anupama Yadav,
Niharika Nigam, and Nausheen Siddiqui

Governor Ram Naik and his West Bengal counterpart Keshari Nath Tripathi at the
5th convocation of SMNRU on Monday Pioneer

Bal Mukund Jaiswal
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National Education Day was
observed on the birth

anniversary of famous educa-
tionist and freedom-fighter
Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad at
Faculty of Sanskrit Vidya
Dharm Vigyan (SVDV) in
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) here on Sunday. On the
occasion, a seminar was organ-
ised which was presided over
by Dean of the faculty Prof.
Chandrama Pandey.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof Pandey said that Maulana
Azad was the first education
minister of the country and he
had the credit to set up
University Grants Commission
(UGC) and Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs). ‘Maulana
Azad was very active during
freedom struggle and during
the Non-cooperation
Movement, he had supported
Gandhiji very actively,’ said
Prof. Pandey, adding that the

development which is being
seen in education field today
was the reality of the dreams
seen by Maulana Azad after the
independence and it is duty
and responsibility of all teach-
ers and students to popularise
education among all sections of
the society. ‘Education brings
good culture among the people
and help one to get status and
show right direction to the
society,’ said Prof Pandey.

The other speakers also
threw light on the contribu-
tions of Maulana Azad and
expressed their views on edu-
cation. The seminar was con-
ducted by Dr Madhav Ratate.
It was also attended by Prof.
Vidhyeshwari Prasad Mishra,
Prof Chandramauli Upadhyay,
Prof Girja Shankar Shastri,
Prof Vinay Pandey, Prof Sheetle
Prasad Pandey, Prof Patanjali
Mishra, Prof Pradhuman Shah
Singh, Dr Ram Narayan
Dwivedi, Dr Sunil Katyayan,
Dr Shanti Lal Salvi, Dr Saroj

Kumar Padi, Dr Gyandas and
Dr Uday Pratap Shahi.

ANNUAL FUNCTION:
Like the previous years this year
too, the Bhartiya Patita Uddhar
Sabha will hold annual func-
tion of school situated at
Shivdaspur here on November
14.

The president of Sabha
Khairati Lal Bhola informed
that the chairman of Balvidya
Niketan Rakesh Chander
Sharma will be chief guest of
function to be held from 11 am
and onwards on Bal Divas on
November 14.

The school was opened at
Shivdaspur here in 1995 and
currently as many as 80 chil-
dren of sex worker, widow and
divorcee are studying here, he
said adding that the children
are provided free education
from nursery to class V stan-
dard. The children are given
mid-day meals and twice in a
year, they are taken out for
sight-seeing, he said adding

that once in a week, a doctor
visits the school for their health
check-up.

The school uniforms, bags,
shoes, ties, sweaters, etc are to
be distributed among children
during function, he said adding
that earlier, the Central Social
Welfare Board, New Delhi
granted aid but now he has
stopped granting the aid and
the school is currently being
run with donations by donors.

The school is housed in a
rented building and the land-
lord has filed a court case
against Sabha for the eviction
of premises for self use, he said
adding that the lower court has
dismissed his appeal and the
landlord has appealed in the
higher court to consider his
request. He appealed the Social
Welfare department to help in
allotting of any suitable build-
ing for housing the school. He
also appealed the donors of
Varanasi to donate a building
for the school.
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In view of the visit of the
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi to his parliamentary con-
stituency, the district adminis-
tration hushed up the matter of
death of two labourers while
doing repairing work of man-
hole of sewage at pumping
station in Chowka Ghat by giv-
ing cheque of ` 12 lakh each to
their next kin. No FIR was
lodged in this connection.

It may be noted here that
in view of the inauguration of
STP in Deenapur by the PM
Modi during his visit on
Monday, three labourers were
hired by implementing depart-
ment Jal Nigam to break block
of manhole of sewage infront of
pumping station at Chowka
Ghat under the Chetganj police
station on Nov ember 10  last.
While doing the work, two
labourers Dinesh (28) and
Vikash (20), said to be uncle

and nephew in relation and res-
ident of Bhabhua in Bihar died
because of suffocation.

As there was schedule of
the PM to visit his parliamen-
tary constituency on Monday,
the district administration
showed keen interest and the
postmortem examination of
both labourers was conducted
at same night in a hurry as the
opposition parties had also
raised the issue. Sensing the
gravity of incident, the imple-
menting department of Jal
Nigam handed over cheque of
` 12 lakh each to next kin of
both labourers and also suc-
ceeded in getting their family
members and relatives to hush
up the matter without lodging
FIR into the matter.

Thus, the family members
of died labourers lodged com-
plaint at Chetganj police station
but did not lodge FIR into the
matter.

SEMINAR: Vice-

Chancellor, Jaiprakash Narayan
University, Chhapra, Bihar,
Prof Harikesh Singh on
Monday said that India is
emerging a power in world and
nationalism & nationality of
India have got recognition in
the entire world.

Putting his views in a sem-
inar on ‘Ideological determina-
tion in politics and crisis of
decline in values’ held to mark
the 99th birth anniversary of
former state minister and
socialist Prabhu Narayan Singh
at Paradkar Smriti Bhavan
here, Prof Singh said that no
country becomes powerful in
a day and added that there is no
threat before the nation at pre-
sent and those who have appre-
hension of division of nation,
are in confusion. The nation is
strong and it will remain
unbroken till the existence of
Ganga, cow, village and
Gandhi, he said and described
late Prabhu Narayan Singh as

aspirator of ideology.
Keynote speaker Prof

Deepak Malik said that the
freedom struggle was a cultur-
al struggle which denies
casteism and communalism
and added that the decline in
moral values will continue till
the existence of commerciali-
sation. There is need of people
based society in urban and
rural areas and for this, the
youths will come forward, he
said further.

Senior scribe Ajay
Upadhyay also put his views.
Prof Surendra Pratap Singh
introduced about topic of sem-
inar. Ex MLC Arvind Singh
welcomed guests in the begin-
ning and Kunwar Suresh Singh
offered a formal vote of thanks
at last. Many were present
including former state minister
Surendra Patel, Vijay Narayan,
Ramgopal Mohley, Radhey
Shyam Singh and Dr Subedar
Singh.
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Arjun Awardee
Kripashankar Singh Patel

on Monday said that once
upon a time the wrestling was
supposed to be only of male
wrestlers but at present, the
female wrestlers are also partic-
ipating in wrestling competi-
tions. He hoped that the female
wrestlers of this eastern belt of
UP will secure their place at
international level. He was
putting his views in the closing
ceremony of three-day Varanasi
District Senior Male & Female
Wrestling Champiosnhip-
2018-19 held by Varanasi
Wrestling Association at a
school in Bibag, Babatpur here.

On the last day in male cat-
egory, Dharmaraj Yadav,

Manish Yadav, Vipin Yadav,
Lalji and Dilip Kumar Yadav

emerged as winner of 61, 65,
74, 86 and 97 kg
respectively in free style, while
Pankaj Yadav, Arvind Yadav,
Abhishek Yadav, Ajay Kumar
Yadav, Yogendra Yadav
and Sunil emerged as
winners of 55, 67, 72, 77, 87
and 130 kg respectively in
Greco Roman.     

Prabhat Singh ‘Mintu’ gave
away medals to winners and
runners up of various cate-
gories of championship. 

Earlier, the senior vice-
president of Varanasi Wrestling
Association Rajiv Singh ‘Ranu’
and Praveen Rai welcomed
Patel and other guests. Pratap
Shankar Dubey conducted the
proceedings.

Contributions of Maulana

Azad highlighted   

Admn hushes up death of two labourers 

Wrestling championship held 

Arjun Awardee Kripashankar Singh Patel being honoured by office-bearers of
Varanasi Wrestling Association                                                                Pioneer

Kabira festival to be held from Nov 16

VARANASI: Acclaimed
artistes will be gathered in a cel-
ebration of ‘Kabir in Every
Sense’ at the Mahindra Kabira
Festival in Varanasi here from
November 16 to 18. Morning
music will be held at Guleria
Ghat from 7 am with Hari
Prasad Paudyal and yoga by
Barnali Chattopadhyay on
November 17 and on
November 18 with Pandit
Rabindra Narayan Goswami
and Vidya Rao while the
evening music will feature
Shruthi Vishwanath, Sonam
Kalra, and Malini Awasthi on
November 17 and Lakha Khan,
Mooralala Marwada and
Kaushiki Chakraborty on

November 18 at the Shivala
Ghat from 6:30 pm onwards.

Festival delegate packages
also include afternoon litera-
ture sessions at the Kabir Math
with Devdutt Patanaik on
November 17 and
Purushottam Agrawal on
November 18 as well as
Heritage Walks through the
city on both days at Kabir’s
birthplace, Varanasi, unparal-
leled for its unique ambience,
flavour, soul and history, will
once again be host to the
Mahindra Kabira Festival.

Acclaimed and celebrated
artistes will come together to
celebrate the mystic poet saint
Kabir with music performances

by the ghats at sunrise and sun-
set. It will be the third edition
of the festival which will feature
a rich two-day programme for
audiences to explore the fasci-
nating aspects of Kabir’s philos-
ophy as well as the city of his
birth. Talking about how
Kabir’s philosophy weaves itself
into her current work for the
festival, Vidya Rao said ‘I’ve
been interested in the relation-
ship between the ‘nirguni
thumri’ and Kabir ‘s meta-
physical manoeuvre, and have
experimented with singing
Kabir in the ‘andaaz’ of ‘thum-
ri’, thus bringing together the
yearning of ‘thumri’ with the
deep ‘nirguni’ philosophy of

Kabir. And this is what I will be
presenting at the Mahindra
Kabira Festival 2018. It is good
to see that organisations like the
Mahindra Group and
Teamwork Arts are focusing on
Kabir’s thought and poetry
with a festival like MKF.’

Adding to this, Barnali
Chattopadhyay said that her
music single yogi captures the
essence of selflessness present
in Kabir’s philosophy. “Kabir’s
vision of life is what I chose to
mould with my music. Varanasi
as a place enhances the charm
as it has been witness to an
ancient cultural civilisation. It
has been a birth-giver to a mys-
tic mind like Kabir.’

PNS n LUCKNOW

To give impetus to the Ram
Mandir movement,

Bajrang Dal has started a
‘trishul diksha’ campaign to
raise a dedicated force that can
act when required.

Under this campaign, over
10,000 Bajrang Dal activists
have been given ‘diksha’.
Bajrang Dal is the youth wing
of Vishwa Hindu Parishad.

VHP secretary of Awadh
Prant, Devendra Mishra, con-
firmed that so far 10,000
Bajrang Dal activists of the
Awadh region had been given
‘trishul diksha.’ 

“At present we are concen-
trating only on Awadh region
because Lucknow is the heart
of this region. If needed, the
Bajrang Dal activists of other
regions would be imparted the
same training,” Mishra told
‘The Pioneer’ here on Sunday.

He said that as the agita-
tion in favour of Ram Mandir
construction gathered pace,
the VHP would be needing
youths who could come out on
the roads within stipulated

time. 
“Therefore, we are now

concentrating on Awadh
region by giving ‘trishul dik-
sha’ to Bajrang Dal activists of
the region,” the VHP leader
said.

The Awadh region com-
prises 12 districts but for the
VHP it has 25 zones. 

Incidentally, VHP stopped
its ‘trishul diksha’ campaign
after the Dara Singh incident
of Odisha in 2006, though
every year, firearms training
camps are held at various
venues. In 2016, the firearms
training camp was held in
Ayodhya, and it sparked a
major controversy. In 2017,
the camp was held in Hardoi.

Last year, the VHP had
launched a membership drive
under which over 10 lakh
youths were enrolled in
Bajrang Dal. The criteria for
new membership was that the
person should be in the age
group of 15-35 years and
swear by the ideology of ‘Seva,
Suraksha, Sanskar’. 

Muslims were not
enrolled in the Bajrang Dal but

were welcome in Rashtriya
Muslim Manch, the Muslim
cell of Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh. However, Christians
were not accepted in any RSS
or Bharatiya Janata Party wing.

The issue of ‘ghar vaapsi’,
protection of Hindu commu-
nity and opposition to ‘love
jihad’, besides service to the
poor and downtrodden are
some of the prime activities of
Bajrang Dal. But now its focus
is only on the construction of
Ram temple. “We are not dis-
cussing any other issue other
than construction of Ram
temple,” Mishra added He
said the government was left
with one option — of bring-
ing a legislation for construc-
tion of Ram temple. “Every
Hindu is now questioning
why there is a delay in con-
struction of the Ram temple,”
Mishra  added.  He agreed that
the government could face
some problems in the Rajya
Sabha (for the passage of such
legislation) as it does not have
the required number but it
could go for a joint sitting of
the two Houses of Parliament.

BD giving ‘trishul diksha’ 
to raise dedicated force  

Woman tormented for dowry found dead

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Awoman was found dead
at her house in Ashiyana
on Sunday. She was

being tormented by her hus-
band and her in-laws for dowry
since marriage and had got a
life threat a day before her
death. While the woman’s fam-
ily claimed she was done to
death by her husband and her
in-laws for resisting to dowry
demand, the police seemed
convinced with the husband’s
claim that she ended her life.
The Cantonment CO had been
assigned the task to probe into
the allegation. 

As per reports, the woman,
identified as Tabassum of sec-
tor O of LDA colony in
Ashiyana, was married to

Mohammed Anwar of the
same locality on May 17 last
year. Her brother Jahim Khan
said Tabassum was being
harassed for dowry since mar-
riage. “She was being tortured
mentally and physically by
Anwar and other members in
the family,” Jahim said.

He alleged that Tabassum
reached his house on Saturday
morning weeping bitterly. “She
complained to us that Anwar,
his brothers Laeek and Farid
and their sister Shazia had
beaten her mercilessly. She
told us that Anwar and his
family members would kill
her,” Jahim gave an account of
the talks he had with
Tabassum on Saturday. Jahim
said he counselled Tabassum
not to leave Anwar’s house. “I
had told her to return to
Anwar’s home saying for a
woman it was practically dif-
ficult to snap a relation so
hastily,” Jahim said weeping
inconsolably.

Jahim said they got a call
from some neighbours of
Anwar that Tabassum had
fallen seriously sick. “I, along
with my family, reached
Anwar’s home and found that
Tabassum was lying dead on a
bed in one of the rooms.
Anwar was present in the

room while his family mem-
bers had absconded,” he told
the police. 

The Ashiyana police said
Tabassum ended her life by
hanging herself from the ceil-
ing. “She returned to her home
on Saturday night and had a
verbal spat with Anwar after
which she took the extreme
step,” the police said. They said
they had interrogated Anwar
and sent the body for autop-
sy. “If the report ascertains that
the victim had any ante-
mortem injuries on her body,
a case would be registered
against the suspects,” the police
said.

EATERY OWNER
HANGS SELF: A 35-year-old
fast food seller was found
hanging at his house where he
was staying all alone for the
last three days in Indira Nagar.
Police claimed that the man
ended his life but failed to
explain the reason which
prompted him to do so. 

The body was sent for
autopsy. Ashok Kumar
Kashyap of Bahraich was liv-
ing at a house in Takrohi in a
rented house. 

His wife Gayatri, along
with her sons Mayank (8) and
Ganesh (2 months), had gone
to her father’s house in

Lavkush Nagar in Ghazipur
police station area on
November 9.

Gayatri told police that she
called Ashok around 8 am on
Sunday to inquire about his
well being and inform him
that she would return home
shortly. “

He did not attend the call
at which I called my neighbour
Akash Tiwari and requested
him to go to the room and see
where Ashok was. Akash told
me that Ashok was hanging
from the ceiling with a dupat-
ta tied around his neck,” she
told police.

The police spokesman
termed the incident a case of
suicide. “The doors were
locked from inside when vic-
tim’s neighbour Akash went to
the room. He broke open the
doors and found Ashok hang-
ing,” he explained. 

The police spokesman,
however, failed to explain if
Akash’s statement about the
incident was admissible in
view of law. “This is a law point
and I cannot explain the same,”
he said, adding that the body
had been sent for autopsy to
ascertain the cause of death.
Ashok ran a shop in Takrohi
Bazaar to feed his 
family.

Cops clueless about murder of youth

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Aday after the recovery of
the body of 20-year-old

Deshraj, the Vikas Nagar
police has failed to make any
headway in the case. “Deshraj’s
family members identified the
body on the basis of physical
features and clothes. The
autopsy report was yet to be
concluded,” Vikas Nagar SHO
Virendra Sonkar said. The
SHO said the family had not
registered any missing com-
plaint with the Sitapur police
or with the Lucknow police.
“Deshraj’s parent had not
lodged any complaint as yet,”
the SHO claimed. He said no
suspect in the case had been
identified as yet.

“In fact, we are yet to ini-
tiate the probe,” he said. While
the SHO and police
spokesman AK Singh were
blank about the details of the
autopsy, Mahanagar CO
Santosh Singh said the victim
had injuries on his chin. “He
suffered the wounds probably

after he fell down from the
roof of an under-construction
building. The viscera of the
body has been preserved and
the same will be sent to
Forensic Lab to ascertain the
cause of death in a conclusive
way,” he said.  

Deshraj was murdered by
unidentified miscreants and
his body was dumped on the
roof of a house in Vikas Nagar
police station area. The more
than eight-day-old body was
recovered on Monday after-
noon when some of the shop
owners of an adjacent com-
mercial complex spotted the
body and informed the police. 

The Vikas Nagar police
had downplayed the incident
saying the youth was working
as a labourer at an under-con-
struction site close to the
house and the victim died
after he fell down during
work. But the cops failed to
explain why the contractor,
who had hired him, did not
lodge a missing complaint
when Deshraj did not report

to him at night on the fateful
day. The police had recovered
an Aadhaar card bearing the
name of Deshraj of Sitapur
from the victim’s trouser and
later had sought help from the
Sitapur police. A team of the
Sitapur police then traced the
family of the victim and
informed them of the incident
asking them to reach Lucknow
to help in identification of the
body which was recovered by
the Vikas Nagar police. Later,
the victim’s family reached
Lucknow and identified body
of Deshraj.

Interestingly, the police
did not have the list of fellow
labourers as yet. “The police
were yet to talk to the contrac-
tor/man who was getting the
construction work done at
the site. The miscreants
seemed to have an aim to
destroy the body to hide their
crime. But luckily the highly
decomposed body was spotted
by shop owners and they
alerted the police,” sources
said. 

Restaurant ransacked
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Arestaurant owner accused his fellow shop owner and his
men of ransacking the former’s shop and decamping with

items worth several lakh rupees in Aliganj on Sunday. Police
downplayed the incident and registered a case of theft in this
connection.  As per reports, Ritesh Misra of Gomti Nagar
runs the shop (Sooo Tea Café and Restaurant) at Kapoorthala
crossing. He stated in his complaint that he was told by some
shop owners that his fellow shop owner Arif and his aides
had ransacked the restaurant and had taken away goods inside
it. “On the information, I reached there and found the shut-
ter of the shop lying broken. I then complained to the police,”
he said. He said the local police didn’t help him and regis-
tered a case of theft against Arif and his men. Police
spokesman said the incident was not a theft case. “It is a pure-
ly a case of dispute over ownership. Ritesh had taken the shop
on rent from Arif who had purchased the same from Shoeb
Kidwai in 2008. 

Lucknow Literature Fest dedicated to Vajpayee

LUCKNOW: The
Lucknow Literature Festival,
which will kicks off at Indira
Gandhi Pratishthan on
November 16, will be dedicat-
ed to former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Key
organiser Kanak Chauhan told
mediapersons on Sunday that
the inaugural function would
witness budding poets reciting
Vajpayee’s poems. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath will
release the book ‘Yudh Mein
Ayodhya’, authored by Hemant

Sharma.
Among the several attrac-

tive sessions, there will be a dis-
cussion on ‘Women Power in
Parliament’ which will see dis-
cussions with Shazia Ilmi, Juhie
Singh and Bulbul Godiyal.
‘Muskuraiye Ki Aap Lucknow
Mein Hain’ will witness Sorabh
Pant and Danish Hussain in
conversation with Carlyle
McFarland while the ‘RTI
Story’ will have Aruna Roy and
Ankita Anand. A session on
‘Hindi Dulari Angrezi Par Padi

Bhari’ will see the participation
of Mrinal Pandey, Rahul Dev,
Satyanand Nirupam and Yunus
Khan. Kapil Sibal will discuss
his latest book ‘Shades of Truth,
a Journey Derailed’ with
Jaideep Narain Mathur.
Inspiring  souls of Avadh, a
book by Raj Smriti, will also be
released on the occasion. The
cultural attractions will include
a mono act play titled ‘Main
Rahi Masoom’.An award on
Ram Advani for excellence in
writing will be given away to

Manoj Kumar Pandey.  A ses-
sion on Imtiyaz Ali will be
called ‘Director by Mistake’.
The session on ‘Yeh Public
Hai Boss’ will feature Dr AP
Maheshwari, Jaideep Narain
Mathur and Dr Srinivas. The
‘Kahani Connection’ session
will feature Neelesh Misra  and
Yunus Khan and Shonar
Bangla will feature Barun
Chanda, Anjum Katyani,
Aniruddha Roy Chowdhary,
Dona Ganguly and Sandeep
Bhaturia. 
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Buffalo meat exports fell by 5
per cent to 6.18 lakh tonnes

during the first half of this fiscal,
but increased by 8 per cent in
value terms to ̀ 12,980 crore, an
official data showed. According
to agri-export promotion body
APEDA, the country exported
6,18,559 tonnes of buffalo meat
for ̀ 12,980 crore during the first
six months of 2018-19 fiscal.

Buffalo meat exports stood
at 6,21,541 tonnes worth ̀ 12,035
crore in the corresponding peri-
od of last fiscal. Vietnam,
Malaysia and Egypt are the three

major destinations for the coun-
try’s buffalo meat shipments.

Total exports of agriculture
and processed food products
rose to `61,789 crore from
`56,741 crore during the period
under review.  Of the total
exports, cereals contributed max-
imum at `27,174 crore during
the first six months of this fiscal
as against `25,813 crore in the
year-ago period.

India exported 20,82,583
tonnes of basmati rice for
`15,331 crore as against
21,34,757 tonnes for `13,706
crore. Non-basmati rice exports
fell in both the volume and value

terms at 37,23,828 tonnes worth
`10,426 crore from 42,86,605
tonnes worth ̀ 11,236 crore dur-
ing the period under review.

The exports of livestock
products rose to `15,272 crore
during April-September 2018
from `13,707 crore in the year-
ago period. Fruits and vegetables
exports rose from `4,230 crore
to ̀ 4,298 crore, while shipments
of processed fruits and vegetables
increased from `3,547 crore to
`4,141 crore.

The exports of other
processed food including
Sorghum went up to `10,080
crore from `8,808 crore.

PNS n NEW DELHI

With demand for air con-
ditioning units set to

cross one billion by 2050 in
India, the climate change-con-
scious Government is now
looking for an energy-efficient
technology that will have at
least five times less climate
impact than the standard room
ACs sold at present.  

To encourage innovation in
this regard, the Government on
Monday announced the launch
of the first-of-its kind $3 mil-
lion Global Cooling Prize, an
international competition ask-
ing the researchers and inno-
vators from across the world to
develop such a cooling tech-
nology to combat the climate
change threat. 

Announcing the award, Dr
Harsh Vardhan, Union
Minister of Science,
Technology and Earth Sciences
said rising temperature will
affect the health and produc-
tivity of billions of citizens. We
support this innovation chal-
lenge, which aims to develop
sustainable and efficient tech-
nology to provide thermal
comfort to all, he said while
speaking at the inaugural of the
two-day Global Cooling
Innovation Summit here.

Presently, there around 1.2

billion room air conditioning
units in service around the
world. The number is set to
increase to at least 4.5 billion by
2050, according to an esti-
mate. India alone will see over
1 billion air conditioning
deployed in the market by
2050. The energy consumption
associated with comfort cool-
ing represents one of the largest
end-use risks to the climate,
putting the most vulnerable
populations at risk.

The prize is supported by
Government’s Mission
Innovation through the
Department of Science and
Technology and its partner orga-
nizations Ministry of Power,
Bureau of Energy Efficiency, and
Environment Ministry while a
coalition of research institutes-
Rocky Mountain Institute
(RMI), Conservation X Labs, the
Alliance for an Energy Efficient
Economy (AEEE), and CEPT
University will oversee it. 

John Loughhead Vice-
Chair, Mission Innovation
Steering Committee said, “This
is exactly what Mission
Innovation was set-up to deliv-
er - new collaborations between
governments, innovators and
the private sector to unleash
innovation in climate critical
technologies.”

Iain Campbell from RMI

said, “A technology developed
through the Global Cooling
Prize has the opportunity to
capture a $20 billion market
and transform the global AC
market for the better.”

Over $3 million will be
awarded in prize money over
the course of the two-year
competition. Up to 10 short-
listed competing technologies
will be awarded up to $200,000
each in intermediate prizes to
support the design and proto-
type development of their
innovative residential cooling
technology designs. The win-
ning technology will be award-
ed at least $1 million to support
its incubation and early-stage
commercialisation, said an offi-
cial from the S&T Ministry.

On the occasion, “Solving
the Global Cooling Challenge”
report prepared by the RMI
was released. It said adoption
of a 5X solution by year 2040,
about 75 per cent less electric-
ity will be needed globally to
operate the room air condi-
tioners in 2050. “The 5X solu-
tion can achieve cumulative
emissions reductions of up to
100 gigatons by 2050 — equiv-
alent to taking 50% of today’s
global stock of passenger vehi-
cles off the road — and help
mitigate up to 0.5º C in global
warming impact,” it added.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Associated Journals Limited
(AJL), the publisher of

National Herald newspaper, on
Monday approached the Delhi
High Court challenging the
Ministry of Urban Development
order ending its 56-year-old
lease and asking it to vacate the
premises in the press enclave
area at ITO. Meanwhile, the
Congress has accused the BJP-
led Central Government of
embarking on a “witch-hunt”
and claimed that it was putting
pressure on the machinery to
revoke the lease of the Herald
House at any cost, but its design
would be defeated.

The plea, challenging the
October 30 order of the Urban
Development Ministry ending
the lease and asking it to vacate
the premises by November 15,
is scheduled to come up for
hearing Tuesday before Justice
Sunil Gaur.

The plea alleged that the
Land and Development Office’s
order was “illegal, unconstitu-
tional, arbitrary, tainted with
malafide and without authority
and jurisdiction”. The petition,
filed through advocates Sunil
Fernandes and Priyansha Indra
Sharma, said that the Centre has
warned them of action under
the Public Premises (Eviction of
Unauthorized Occupants) Act,
1971, if they failed to vacate the
premises.

One of the grounds men-

tioned in the L&DO order is
that no press has been func-
tioning in the premises for last
at least 10 years and that it is
being used only for commercial
purposes in violation of the lease
deed.  This allegation has been
refuted by AJL in the petition.
Bjp leader Subramanian Swamy
had approached the Urban
Development Ministry to take
over the Herald House citing
that no newspaper activity pub-
lishing activity is going there.

Accusing BJP, senior
Congress leader and party trea-
surer Ahmed Patel said National
Herald, Qaumi Awaz and
Navjivan — all the newspapers
run by the National Herald
newspapers from the Herald
House had the spine to speak
the truth, which made those in
power uneasy.

“The BJP Government has
embarked on a witch hunt and
is pressurising the machinery to
revoke lease of Herald House at
any cost. National Herald,
Qaumi Awaz and the Navjivan

have the spine to speak the truth
which makes those in power
uneasy. “The Government’s
design will be defeated,” he said
on Twitter.

In December 2017, the
Income Tax Department had
imposed a fine of ̀ 250 crore on
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi-controlled firm Young
India, which took over AJl
through a “covert and fraudu-
lent” way. The Delhi High Court
ordered Young Indian to deposit
`10 crore for entertaining its
appeal against the Income Tax
fine order.

In the trial court, the
National Herald case is now in
the process of submission of evi-
dences by the petitioner
Subramanian Swamy, who start-
ed his deposition on July 15. The
next hearing of the date is
scheduled for August 25. The
accused Congress leaders in
the case have filed a petition in
the court for restraining Swamy
from tweeting about the case
details and defaming them.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Election Commission (EC) has asked the
Mizoram Government to suggest two more

names for the post of State Chief Election Officer
(CEO). Earlier, the chief secretary of Mizoram has sent
the three names — Lalhmingthanga, H Lalengmawia,
and K Lalthawmmawia for the chief electoral officer’s
post. There has been no decision regarding the removal
of CEO SB Shashank, who had courted controversy
in the poll-bound State.

Sources in the EC said the poll panel has sought
two more panel names for the CEO’s post from the
Mizoram Government. 

The EC will only appoint someone as CEO 
if he or she is capable of conducting free, fair 
and peaceful election. Meanwhile, the EC will 
again be meeting Shashank to know what exactly 
the level is of preparedness and what should be 
done in Mizoram because the new incumbent will have
very little time to deliver polls in the State, said offi-
cials. 

Deputy Election Commissioner Sudeep Jain,
who led the second EC team to Mizoram on Friday,
had told officials that it would take two-three days to
select and appoint a new CEO. Jain had also assured
the NGO Coordination Committee leaders — who
were spearheading the movement against Shashank
— that the CEO would be replaced and the Bru vot-
ers housed in Tripura relief camps would exercise their
franchise from Mizoram, which were the primary
demands of the organisation. 

The EC had initiated the process of finding an
alternative to the Mizoram CEO on Saturday. 

Thousands of people took to the streets and pick-
eted in front of Shashank’s office for two days last week.
The protesters, under the aegis of the NGO
Coordination Committee, had also set an ultimatum
for Shashank to leave urgently.

PNS n NEW DELHI

With diabetes becoming a “family dis-
ease” that can potentially affect

every household-emotionally as well as
financially, this year’s World Diabetes Day
on Wednesday will highlight the role of
caregivers in supporting the people living
with the chronic disease. 

Aptly themed ‘Diabetes concerns
every family,” by the International Diabetes
Federation and WHO, the two-year-long
awareness programmes will focus on
raising awareness on the impact that dia-
betes has on the family, besides promot-
ing the role of the family in diabetes man-
agement, care, prevention and education.

“Families have a key role to play in
addressing the modifiable risk factors for
type 2 diabetes, which can be prevented
by adopting healthy lifestyle including
regular physical activity, a healthy and bal-
anced diet, and the promotion of healthy
living environments,” said an official
from the Health Ministry.

Hence it is important that families are
provided with the education, resources,
and environments to help the patient live
a healthy lifestyle, he said.

The official added that currently, at
least 425 million people are living with
diabetes. Most of these cases are type 2
diabetes, a chronic condition that occurs
either when the pancreas does not produce
enough insulin or when the body cannot
effectively use the insulin it produces.

While the Union Health Ministry has
planned a string of programmes focusing
on diabetes awareness programmes for the

families so that they can help ease the life
of the patient, the Ayush Ministry will
have a special focus on educational pro-
grammes about the role the traditional
medicines in ayurveda, Unani and home-
opathy can play in controlling the condi-
tion. 

“There are many scientifically devel-
oped anti-diabetic ayurvedic medicines
such as BGR-34 developed by CSIR using

anti-diabetic and anti-hyperlycemic agents
found in commonly used herbs like
daruharidra, giloy, gudmar and bitter
gourds. Similarly, the Central Council for
Research in Ayurvedic Science (CCRAS)
and Central Council for Research in
Siddha (CCRS) have developed medicines
like AYUSH-D and D5 respectively for
Diabetes Mellitus,” said an official from the
Ayush Ministry.

DEEPAK UPRETI n NEW DELHI

As the BJP released its first
list of candidates for

Rajasthan with 25 new faces and
almost over with most of its 230
seats of Madhya Pradesh, the
party is simultaneously engag-
ing in the task of managing rebel
candidates  in the tough elec-
toral battles with the Congress
in the two States. The Rajasthan
list of the BJP has 12 women
candidates, 17 scheduled castes
and  19 Scheduled tribes. The
BJP has 25 new candidates
while there are 85 sitting MLAs.
Rajasthan is to go to polls on
December 7. 

Chief Minister Vasundhara
Raje will contest from her tra-
ditional Jhalrapatan Assembly
seat. It has fielded Home
Minister Gulab Chand Kataria
from Udaipur, Urban
Development Minister Srichand
Kripalani from NImbaheda and
Agriculture Minster Prabhulal
Saini from Anta.

In both the States BJP is
fighting long anti-incumbency
and hence dozens of new
winnable candidates have found
place in place of some “veterans”.

The party has retained 85
sitting MLAs and dropped 26
MLAs, including two Ministers
and one of two Muslim MLAs,
while there is no change in the
constituencies of 85 MLAs who
have been retained.

Ministers Rajendra Rathore,

Gulab Chand Kataria, Vasudev
Devnani, Srichand Kriplani,
Kiran Maheshwari Anita
Bhadel, Ajay Singh,
Krishnendra Kaur, Gajendra
Singh and Prabhu Lal Saini have
made it to the list.  

The saffron party has also
given tickets to family members
of a few sitting MLAs and other
leaders. These include Poonam
Kanwar, daughter-in-law of for-
mer BJP MLA Devi Singh Bhati
(Kolayat seat); Atul Bhansali,
relative of Jodhpur MLA Kailash
Bhansali (Jodhpur seat);
Hemant Meena, son of Tribal
Affairs Minister Nandlal Meena
(Pratapgarh seat); Ramswaroop
Jat, son of former MP Sanwar
Lal Jat who died last year
(Nasirabad seat); Sailesh Singh,
son of former BJP Minister
Digambar Singh who died last
year, among others. Some of the

candidates like Shambhu Singh
Khetasar(Sardarpura), Sumit
Godara (Lunkaransar), Satish
Poonia (Amber), Jaswant Gurjar
(Bari), Babu Lal Kharadi
(Jhadol) and Khemraj Garasia
(Bagidora) had lost the 2013
Assembly elections.  

The BJP has two sitting
Muslim MLAs — Habibur
Rahman (Nagaur) and
Transport Minister Yoonus
Khan (Deedwana). The party
has dropped Rahman and the
candidate for the Deedwana seat
has not been announced yet. 

Water Resources Minister
Surendra Goyal and Tribal
Affairs Minister Nandlal Meena
could not make it to the list.
However, the party has fielded
Meena’s son from his con-
stituency. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has also retained
Deputy Speaker Rao Rajendra

Singh and chief whip Kalu Lal
Gurjar in the first list.  

Jaisalmer-Barmer MP Sona
Ram was also given ticket from
Barmer. BJP is almost over
with its list of candidates for
Madhya Pradesh as on Monday
it released the third list of 32
candidates for the ensuing
Madhya Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions. The party released the sec-
ond list of 177 candidates on
November 5 and  first list of 17
candidates on November 2.
The State is slated to go to polls
on November 28 for 230 con-
stituencies. 

BJP  has fielded national
general secretary Kailash
Vijayvargiya’s son Akash
Vijayvargiya from the Indore-3
constituency and former
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Babulal Gaur’s daughter-in-law
Krishna Gour from Govindpura
constituency. Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan is will be
contesting from his home con-
stituency, Budhni. 

BJP has denied tickets to
over 35 sitting MLAs in  Madhya
Pradesh. Apprehensive of rebel-
lion in the ranks, the party has
deployed central state-charge
and other senior leaders to pla-
cate party leaders who have not
found their names in the lists. 

A group of central leaders
have been asked to monitor
“rebel activities” and resolve
issues before nominations are
completed.

BJP fields 25 new faces

RAJASTHAN ASSEMBLY POLLS AJL moves HC against Centre’s order
ending National Herald building lease
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India and Morocco on
Monday signed an agree-

ment to help each other in
criminal matters and provide
legal assistance wherever
required, the Home Ministry
said. The agreement on mutu-
al legal assistance in criminal
matters was signed by 
Union Minister of State for
Home Kiren Rijiju on behalf of
India and Mohamed Aujjar, 
the Minister of justice on 
behalf of Kingdom of
Morocco, here.

The pact will strengthen
bilateral cooperation with
Morocco and enhance effec-
tiveness and provide a broad
legal framework for prevention,
investigation and prosecution
of crimes, as well as in tracing,
restraint and confiscation of
funds meant to finance terror-
ist acts, a Home Ministry state-
ment said. Both the Ministers
reiterated their resolve to joint-
ly counter the threats posed by
organised crime and terrorism,
it said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP president Amit Shah during the party’s
Central Election Committee meeting for the forthcoming Assembly polls in
Rajasthan at party headquarters in New Delhi on Sunday PTI

India, Morocco

sign pact to help in

criminal matters
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The Government has can-
celled Enforcement

Directorate Joint Director
Rajeshwar Singh’s leave without
citing any reasons. The leave
was granted to him last month
by the then ED Director Karnal
Singh. 

Singh is facing investiga-
tion for writing a letter against
Finance Secretary Hasmukh
Adhia earlier this year. 

In his letter, Singh had
asked Adhia, who was then
Revenue Secretary, if he had
developed animosity against
him by “siding with scamsters
and their affiliates”. 

The Department of
Revenue (DoR), under the
Union Finance Ministry, dis-
allowed Rajeshwar Singh’s
study leave. However, the then
ED Director Karnal Singh
sanctioned his leave on
October 27, days before his
retirement on October 31.
Rajeshwar Singh had sought
leave for pursuing an LLM
course. 

IRS officer Sanjay Kumar
Mishra was subsequently
appointed the new ED chief fol-
lowing his predecessor’s retirte-
ment.  

The Department of

Revenue has overturned Karnal
Singh’s order sanctioning leave
to Rajeshwar Singh without cit-
ing any reasons, officials said.
The ED functions under the
Department of Revenue. 

According to the leave
sanction order approved by
the former ED chief Karnal
Singh, Rajeshwar Singh will be
available whenever he is
required for “assistance in
investigations or trial in court”
with regard to cases probed by
him, including the 2G spec-
trum allocation and the Aircel-
Maxis money laundering cases.  

Rajeshwar Singh had last
month also handed over his
charge of joint director
(Lucknow zone) of the ED
after the leave was sanctioned.  

The Union Finance min-
istry had submitted a secret
report to the Supreme Court in
June, apparently carrying
details of a phone call received
by Rajeshwar Singh from
Dubai.  

The report was prepared by
country’s external Intelligence
agency Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW) and handed over
to the DoR.  

The Government subse-
quently launched an investiga-
tion against Rajeshwar Singh
for the letter against Adhia.

Govt cancels ED officer
Rajeshwar’s leave

Develop cooling tech to combat climate
change & win $3 mn, announces Govt

Buffalo meat exports down 5% at 6.18L tonnes

Promoting role of family in
diabetes management, care

p Diabetic patients show better adherence to treatment regimen if conflict level is low and high
cohesion level prevail in the family. 

p Family provides emotional & economic support, safe food; takes care intently to ensure the
treatment regimen is being strictly followed, reinforce the fight against depression

p Even taking foods cooked by a family member helps to control blood glucose as well as serum
lipid profile. 

p Strong family ties can provide an ambience where the patients can receive the management
with utmost satisfaction and happiness.

Family as healthcare provider

Suggest two more

names for CEO post:

EC to Mizoram Govt

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to entertain a plea
challenging the Constitutional valid-
ity of Section 375 of Indian Penal
Code (IPC) which deals with rape on
the ground that the provision is not
gender-neutral.

A bench headed by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justice S K Kaul
said the issue raised in the petition
is a subject matter of the legislature’s
domain.

“We are not inclined to interfere
at this stage as the issues raised per-
tain to legislations to be made by the
Parliament, for which adequate rec-
ommendations have already been
made by the Law Commission,” it
said.

It said that NGO ‘Criminal
Justice Society of India’ “may seek
such other remedy, as may be avail-
able in law” and disposed of the PIL.

“The issue falls in the realm of
the Parliament. We don’t want to say
anything on it right now”, the bench
said, while granting liberty to the
petitioners to make a representation
to the legislature.

While Section 375 of the IPC
deals with rape committed on a
woman by a man, Section 376 lists
out the punishment for the offence.

The top court was hearing a peti-
tion filed by NGO Criminal Justice
Society of India, through advocate
Ashima Mandla, contending that

Section 375 violates Articles 14, 15
and 21 of the Constitution as it does
not account for rape of men and
Transgender persons.

The plea sought that the defin-
ition of rape under Section 375 be
held “ultra vires” for being “dis-
criminatory and violative of Articles
14 (right to equality), 15 (prohibition
of discrimination on grounds of reli-
gion, race, caste, sex...) and 21 (right
to life and personal liberty) of the
Constitution”. The petitioner has
submitted that the section applies
only to women as victims and men
as perpetrators. It does not take into
account non-consensual sexual
assault inflicted on a woman by a
woman, on a man by another man,
on transgender by another trans-
gender or a man or woman, on a
man by a woman.

The plea referred to the August
2017 order passed by a nine-judge
bench of the top court that declared
privacy as a fundamental right and
also cited the NALSA judgment
that recognised transgenders as the
third gender.

“It is imperative to note that
transgenders including but not lim-
ited to homosexuals & bisexuals, and
men are sequestered from the point
of view of victims of rape under the
existing penal laws of the country,
despite an impending need for the
same”, the plea said. PTI

SC declines to entertain
PIL to make rape
gender-neutral offence

President Ram Nath Kovind with Commandant of National Defence College Vice Admiral Srikant at a meeting at Rashtrapati
Bhavan in New Delhi on Monday PTI
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PTI n KOLKATA 

West Bengal BJP president
Dilip Ghosh on

Monday threatened to move
court if the State Government
does not grant permission
for the proposed rath yatras of
party president Amit Shah in
the State next month.

Ghosh said if TMC tries
to disrupt the proposed rath
yatras then the people of the
State will come out in protest
as it is meant for restoring
democracy in Bengal.

"The police and the State
Government are yet to grant
permission. Time and again
we have tried to meet the
police officials and the Home
Secretary, but in vain. Until
and unless we have the per-
mission how will we organize
the entire route?" Ghosh said.

BJP national president
Amit Shah is set to kick off
three rath yatras which will
cover all 42 Lok Sabha con-
stituencies in Bengal on
December 5, 7 and 9.

"If the Government is try-

ing to delay the permission so
that our rath yatra pro-
gramme can be cancelled
then it is living in a fool's par-
adise. If they don't grant us

permission we will move
court and fight it out,” he said.

At the conclusion of the
'yatra', the party plans to hold
a massive rally in Kolkata
which is likely to be addressed
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Locket Chatterjee, the saf-
fron party's West Bengal
Mahila Morcha president, had
said on Saturday that those
trying to stop the Rath Yatra
"will get crushed under the
wheels of the chariot".

Will move court if permission not
granted for Shah's rath yatra: BJP

BJP national president

Amit Shah is set to

kick off three rath

yatras which will

cover all 42 Lok Sabha

constituencies in

Bengal on December 

5, 7 and 9

A sadhu waits to meet officials of Kumbh mela festival in Allahabad on Monday. Millions of Hindu pilgrims and holy men are
expected to attend the festival, starting in January next. AP

PTI n AIZAWL 

Mizoram Chief Minister Lal
Thanhawla has moveable

properties worth over `1 crore
and agricultural land valued at
more than ̀ 2 crore, according to
the affidavit submitted by him
while filing his nomination
papers for the November 28
State Assembly polls.

According to the affidavit,
Lal Thanhawla has `5 lakh in
cash, `1,28,06,007 worth
moveable properties, `2.8 crore
worth agricultural land and
`20 lakh worth non-agricul-
tural land.

He also has a land on
which he has constructed a
building at New Town, Kolkata
worth around `3.1 crore and a
residential house at Zarkawt in
Aizawl, the value of which he
has not declared.

Lal Thanhawla's wife, Lal
Riliani, has `3 lakh in cash,
movable properties worth
`92,13,740.47 and agricultural
land worth `25 lakh.

She also has non-agricul-
tural land worth `15 lakh.

People's Representation for
Identity and Status of Mizoram
(PRISM) president and the
party's chief ministerial candi-
date Vanlalruata has only
`30,000 cash in hand and his
wife has `5,000 in cash, accord-
ing to the affidavit filed by him.

Vanlalruata has two bank
accounts and the total amount
of money in both the accounts
is `2,175, while his spouse has
`539 in her account with the
Mizoram Rural Bank, Khatla
Branch in Aizawl.

He has an agricultural land
worth around `7.50 lakh.

Former two-time chief
minister and Mizo National
Front (MNF) president
Zoramthanga has `10 lakh in
cash and immoveable prop-
erties, including cars and
bank accounts, worth ` 57.22
lakh, according to the affi-
davit filed by him.

Zoramthanga has agricul-
tural land worth Rs 20 lakh and
a land and a building at the
Chaltlang locality in Aizawl
worth `1.25 crore.

His wife Roneihsangi has
only `7 in cash, `43,756 in her
bank accounts and moveable
properties and a land and a
building worth `1.5 crore at the
Ramhlun Venglai locality in
Aizawl.

Zoramthanga's son and
daughter have `28,398 each in
their bank accounts.

State Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) president John V
Hluna did not mention the
amount of cash in hand. 

He has movable assets,
including bank accounts,
worth `20,05,147, according
to the affidavit filed by him.

All the landed properties,
both agricultural and non-
agricultural lands were worth
`1.30 crore.

Zoram People's
Movement's (ZPM) chief min-
isterial candidate Lalduhoma
has `70,000 cash in hand and
moveable properties, including
bank accounts, worth `18.34
lakh.

Lalduhoma's total landed
properties are worth `1.9 crore.

Mizoram CM declares
moveable assets 
worth over `1 crore

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n

CHENNAI 

Hectic activities are on in the
DMK camp to finalise the

sharing of the 39 Lok Sabha
seats from the State for the
upcoming general election. The
DMK has already agreed to give
the lone seat from Puducherry
to the Congress, according to
party insiders. Sources in the
DMK told this newspaper that
the party would allocate seven
Lok Sabha seats from the State
to the Congress. “The CPI-M,
the CPI and the VCK would get
one seat each while the DMK
would contest the remaining 29
seats,” said the source.

If the alliance to be floated
by Pattali Makkal Katchi, which
may include some of the caste
groups, joins the DMK camp,
the party would release four
seats to that group. “The DMK
would like to contest at least 25
seats while accommodating as
many alliance partners as pos-
sible,” said the source privy to
the discussions.

Meanwhile, MK Stalin,
DMK president, had some spe-
cial visitors at Anna
Arivalayam, the party head-
quarters in Chennai on
Monday morning. 

A delegation of RSS lead-
ers, a bête noire of Stalin,
called on the DMK chief and
held discussions with him for
nearly 25 minutes.

The RSS delegation  con-
sisted of Prof Kumaraswamy,
Tamil Nadu president, PM
Ravikumar, State organiser and
Sambamurthy, State executive
member.

In a gesture of goodwill,
the RSS leaders handed over to
Stalin a copy of the message
adopted by the RSS all India
meet held at Mumbai condol-
ing the passing away of the
DMK patriarch and former
Chief Minister M Karunanidhi.   

“We discussed with Stalin
the good rapport the Sangh had
with Shri Karunanidhiji. While
he was the chief minister of the
State, Shri Karunanidhiji  had
helped as in organising the
pathsanchalan (route march) of
the Sangh and Shri Stalin heard
it with rapt attention,” Prof
Kumaraswamy told The
Pioneer after the meeting. He
said it was a cordial meeting ..

The Sangh leaders also

presented Stalin with copies of
the speech delivered by RSS
chief Dr Mohan Bhagawat dur-
ing the three-day seminar held
at New Delhi, a coffee table
book on the Sangh and also
some of the Sangh publocations
for his reading.

Senior leaders of the DMK,
K Ponmudi and T R Balu were
present during the meeting.
Stalin has been severely attack-
ing the BJP and RSS since he was
anointed as the party president
on August 29 following the
passing away of Karunanidhi .
The meeting between the DMK
leadership and RSS delegation is
keenly watched by political com-
mentators.

“You cannot rule out any-
thing in Tamil Nadu politics. The
BJP has not given up the idea of
forging an alliance with the
DMK and may employ all tricks
for the same,” said  Sam Rajappa,
veteran commentator.

RSS leaders call on Stalin as DMK, allies
are busy formalising seat sharing 

RSS leaders calling on DMK chief MK Stalin on Monday

PTI n AGARTALA 

Tripura Chief Minister
Biplab Kumar Deb has jus-

tified the reason behind drop-
ping May Day from the list of
holidays in the State and said
the decision was taken because
Government employees did
not need one on International
Labour Rights Day.

Deb said that May Day is
meant for workers and labour-
ers and none else.

He claimed his Government
has done justice by granting hol-
iday on May Day only for work-
ers in industrial sector.

Why do Government
employees need holiday on
May Day ? ... I have noticed that
it is a holiday on that day in
very few States.

"What are the provisions
for a holiday? They (previous
Left Govt) used to grant holi-
day to the entire State on this
day here," Deb told a confer-
ence of the Tripura Gazetted
Officers Sangh here on Sunday.

The Tripura Government
in a notification on November
3 had said that Government
employees would be allowed to
avail any four holidays chosen
by them out of a list of restrict-
ed holidays during 2019.

The list of restricted holi-
days had 12 festivals or occa-

sions in it.
These are New Years Day,

Pous Parban - a Bengali harvest
festival, Basanti Puja, Mahavir
Jayanti, May Day, Ratha Yatra,
Jhulanjatra Samapan,
Biswakarma Puja, Akheri-
Chahar-Sumba, Bhratridwitiya,
Guru Nanaks birthday and the
World Disabled Day.

There is holiday on May
Day in the industrial sector. That
holiday is still valid. But are you
workers and labourers in the
secretariat? the CM asked.

You (gazetted officers) are
not labourers. No. Am I labour-
er? No. I am Chief Minister. So
what for do you need holiday
(on May Day)? What will you
mourn for (Kya matam man-
ayenge aap)? he asked.

The state government took
the right decision by dropping
May day from the list of the
holidays, he said adding holi-
day was granted to labourers on
that day but not for
Government employees.

Deb: May Day is for
workers, labourers, not
for Govt employees

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

Sharpshooters of Pakistan
army on Monday evening

targeted one of the forward
Indian posts in Mendhar sec-
tor of Poonch, killing a jawan
and grievously injuring anoth-
er in a sniping incident.

Fresh sniping attack from
the Pakistani side followed in
response to a strong 'retaliato-
ry' strike carried out by the
Indian army inside Pak terri-
tory to avenge the killing of
Indian soldiers earlier. 

According to unconfirmed
reports, "at least two Pakistani
troopers were killed and five
others received critical injuries
in heavy firing from the Indian
side on Sunday".

According to Ministry of
Defence spokesman in Jammu,
Lt Col Devender Anand, "at
about 5.15 p.m on Monday
Pakistan army resorted to an
'unprovoked' ceasefire viola-
tion in Krishna Ghati sector of
Mendhar tehsil in Poonch in
which one soldier attained
martyrdom while another
received critical injuries."

The deceased soldier was
identified as Lance Naik

Antony Sebastian KM  while
injured soldier was identified
as Havildar Mari Muthu D.
According to Defence PRO,
Lance Naik Antony Sebastian
KM, aged 34, hailed from
Ernakullam district of Kerala
and is survived by his wife.

This is the fourth incident in
a row in which Indian army has
lost its third soldier while one
civilian porter attached with
the Indian army had earlier
succumbed to his fatal injuries
on Friday in Akhnoor sector.

Meanwhile, situation con-
tinues to remain grim along the
line of control as there has been
no let up from the Pakistani

side in 'provoking' the situation.
According to Defence PRO,
"Indian army too retaliated
strongly and effectively tar-
geting Pakistani posts on
Monday evening".

Earlier, commenting on
the repeated incidents of snip-
ing along the line of control,
Indian army Chief General
Bipin Rawat had told reporters
in Pathankot, "sniping has been
a regular affair.  We have got to
make sure our drills are good
and we don't give them the
opportunity.We also have a
snipers ready to snipe at him
(adversary) and why just
snipers, we should be  able to
hit him harder".
General Rawat also claimed,
"Indian army is continuously
engaging the 'adversary' and
hitting back in equal measure". 
He said there is lot happening
from our side also but we
don't want to blow a trumpet
unnecessarily.
Whenever he (Pakistan) is
doing something it is a reaction
to something. He doesn't take
the initiative. He also knows
that we are strong and we can
take very strong action, he
added.

Soldier martyred in another

Pak sniper attack at border

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n

CHENNAI 

In what is seen as a major set-
back to the Travancore

Devaswam Board, senior
Supreme Court advocate
Aryama Sundaram recused
himself from appearing for
the former in the revision
petition against the September
28 verdict by the apex court
quashing the customary bar on
entry of women in the child-
bearing age in the Lord
Ayyappa temple at Sabarimala.
Sources close to the eminent
advocate told The Pioneer that
he may even appear for the
petitioners challenging the
court verdict.

The Pioneer had reported
on Monday that Aryama
Sundaram, grandson of the late
Sir CP Ramaswamy Aiyar
would represent the TDB in
the apex court which is hear-
ing the revision petition chal-
lenging the September 28 ver-
dict delivered by the
Constitution Bench on
Tuesday. The report had stat-
ed that Travancore Devaswom
Board is a government depart-
ment administering the tem-
ples in Kerala. Though no rea-
son has been given by
Sundaram for his decision to
recuse from the case, sources
close to the  senior lawyer told
The Pioneer that it could be
due to two factors.

“He was under the impres-
sion that Travancore
Devaswom Board was an

autonomous entity like
Thirumala Tiruppati
Devasthanam at Lord
Venkateswara Temple. But
when he understood that the
Board was a CPI-M controlled
body he was shocked and
hence the decision. Moreover,
he was initially told by the
Board to justify the ban on the
entry of women to the temple
but later on it made a vault face
asking him to fight against the
revision pleas,” said the source
on condition of anonymity.

The source also said that
Sundaram had argued for
another organisation justifying
the ban on the entry of women
in the holy shrine on an earli-
er occasion. “If he had
appeared for the TDB, it would
have been against ethics,”
pointed out the source.     

A Padmakumar, president,
Travancore Devaswom Board
who is also a prominent CPI-
M leader told reporters at
Thiruvananthapuram that  the
decision of Aryama Sundaram
to call off from the case was a

political one and smacks of
politics.

Kerala saw massive
protests all over the State
against the Supreme Court
verdict allowing the entry of
women of child bearing age
into the sanctum of the temple
on Sunday and Monday. T V
Mathew, a former judge and a
devote Christian inaugurated
the protest rally held at
Perumbavoor on Sunday
which saw massive crowd par-
ticipation. 

Mathew wanted all women
representatives of the three-tier
local bodies in Kerala should
intimate their views to the
Supreme Court while the revi-
sion petition is heard.  “I see
big opposition and resistance
from the women to the verdict
delivered by the Supreme
Court and now it is time for
the women members of
Panchayath, district panchay-
aths, municipal and corpora-
tion councils to come togeth-
er and take a call on this
issue,” said Mathew.

REVISION PETITION AGAINST SC VERDICT

Protest rally held at Perumbavoor against Supreme Court verdict allowing women's
entry in Sabarimala

Kerala Govt mulling all-party meet on Sabarimala

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

Not only that the Bengal
State unit of the BJP has

been fiercely demanding to
field party president Amit
Shah as a parliamentary can-
didate from North Kolkata in
an apparent bid to hammer
home the party’s sincerity
vis-a-vis Bengal, but a large
section of the State saffron
unit is also wanting the lead-
ership to field far more
Muslim candidates in the
next year’s Lok Sabha elec-
tions, sources say.

“Yes we want Amit Shah
ji to contest from North
Kolkata. His candidature will
spice up the workers not only
in the city but throughout the
State,” Bengal BJP president
Dilip Ghosh said expressing
his wish to introduce more
number of Muslim faces in
the party’s candidate list.

This considering the fact
that the State has an effective
30 percent minority voters.
“Already we had showed our
intention fielding consider-
able number of Muslims in

the panchayat elections to
highlight Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s philosophy
of Sabka Saath Sab ka Vikas,”
a State secretary of the party
said adding how “we had
fielded nearly 900 Muslim
candidates in the rural polls.”

Though Bengal has 27
per cent Muslim population
the trend of polling brings the
number to about 30 per cent
as they vote in hordes and
almost to the full strength of
their community if compared
to the Hindus and other com-
munities who do not vote in
such large numbers, experts
say.

Last time the BJP had
fielded two Muslim candi-
dates in the general elections
“but that was a different story
then as we were in number
four position. But today we
are the main opposition party
and the people have started to
visualize as the next rulers of
Bengal. So we have to include
a good number of Muslim
candidates so as to reach out
to the entire population. And
in fact our party wants to
reach out to the minorities,
take them along in Bengal’s
development. We will show
that the Muslims are not the
jagirs of Mamata Banerjee

who has done nothing for
them save giving lip service,”
said Hussain Ali another State
leader adding the “decision
however will be taken by the
centralleadership.

When asked as to why the
RSS was proposing to rename
Islampur in North Dinajpur
bordering Bihar and
Bangladesh as Ishwarpur if at
all the BJP wants to project a
truly secular face in the State,
the leaders said he had no
information about that. 

According to Dilip Ghosh
the BJP does not field candi-
dates accordingto their reli-
gions but “we have received
applications from the people
from minority community
expressing their willingness to
contest from our party. This
also shows how even Muslims
have become fed up with the
Mamata Banerjee regime.”

Ghosh said how despite
BJP being in power in a num-
ber of States there was no
major riot there and the
Muslims were living in perfect
peace.  “If they can live peace-
fully in Jharkhand, Bihar,

Gujarat, Rajasthan and MP,
then why can’t they live
peacefully in Bengal. They
will definitely vote for us.”

A section of the BJP lead-
ers also feels that the Central
Government’s “good works”
towards eradicating the “vice
of Triple Talaq” had influ-
enced the Muslim women
who would silently vote for
the BJP.

However, TMC leader
Sadhan Pandey said “no sec-
ular person worth one’s salt
will join the BJP. The Muslims
know what Mamata Banerjee
has done for them and how
she is single-handedly resist-
ing RSS’ dangerously radical
policy in India. They will
never side with the BJP.” 

Shah had fixed a target of
22 out of 41 Lok Sabha seats
for the BJP which the TMC
calls “more than absurd and
a joke.” Their leader and
Minister Firhad Hakim says
“let them first save their two
sitting MPs and then look for
22 seats. This time the BJP
will be brought to zero in
Bengal.”

Bengal BJP wants more Muslims in LS poll
Though Bengal has 27 per cent
Muslim population the trend of

polling brings the number to about
30 per cent as they vote in hordes
and almost to the full strength of

their community if compared to the
Hindus and other communities who
do not vote in such large numbers,

experts say

Sundaram recuses

from Sabarimala case

PTI n NEW DELHI

Niti Aayog will hold a meet-
ing with all the stakehold-

ers in digital payments indus-
try over customer authentica-
tion issue after the Supreme
Court verdict that restricted the
use of Aadhaar details for KYC
in availing host of services,
including banking and telecom.

“I will have a round table
with the stakeholders. There are

some issues which have come
up from the industry, we will sit
down and see what the issues
are and find out how to move
forward. The industry is saying
that it may hamper the digital
payments system,” said Ratan
Watal, Member Secretary —
PMEAC and Principal Advisor,
Niti Aayog on the sidelines of a
digital payments programme.

Ficci and the Niti Aayog on
Monday jointly organised a

workshop on the ‘Online
Digital Payments Programme’
aimed at capacity building and
imparting training to the offi-
cials working in this area.

In its ruling on September 26,
the Supreme Court had declared
the Government’s flagship
Aadhaar scheme as constitution-
ally valid but struck down some of
its provisions including its linking
with bank accounts, mobile
phones and school admissions.

Niti Aayog to hold meet with digital
payments industry on KYC issue

Thiruvananthapuram: The
Kerala Government is likely to
convene an all-party meeting
to discuss various matters
relating to the Sabarimala
temple,  which has been
rocked by the issue of entry of

women in the menstrual age,
ahead of the annual pilgrim
season commencing this
week. "We are thinking of
having an all-party meeting.
We have not taken a final
decision yet .  There are

plans...," Devaswom Minister
Kadakkampally Surendran
told reporters here.

The hill shrine of Lord
Ayyappa at Sabarimala opens
on November 17 for the two-
month long season.
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PTI n BILASPUR

In a no-holds-barred attack
on the Congress, its president

Rahul Gandhi and his mother
Sonia, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
said the party’s “politics begins
and ends with one family”.
Addressing a poll rally here
ahead of the second phase
polling in the state on
November 20, Modi also made
a strong pitch for develop-
ment, saying its pace under the
Congress’ watch was “far slow”
than that during the BJP’s rule.

Singling out the Gandhis,
Modi said the “mother-son
duo were out on bail” and hit
out at them for questioning the
government’s demonetisation
move. Without naming the
Gandhis, he said “they should
not forget” that it was due to
the note ban move that they
“had to seek bail”.

Attacking the Congress on
the issue of corruption, Modi
also referred to then Prime

Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s remark
in 1985 that only 15 paise of
every rupee meant for the wel-
fare of the downtrodden
reached them. Which “hand”
(election symbol of the
Congress) had siphoned off the
remaining 85 paise, Modi
asked. Congress never got a
leadership which worked with
a resolution of “living or dying
for the welfare of the nation”,
Modi said. Chhattisgarh may
have taken 50 years to attain the
present level of development
had it still been ruled by the
Rahul Gandhi-led party, he
said. “And there is a reason for
it. Their politics begins and
ends with one family, while our
politics begins from the huts of
the poor,” he told the gathering.

Attacking the Gandhis for
“seeking account of demoneti-
sation”, Modi said the “whether
the mother-son duo who were
out on bail for financial irreg-
ularities would give him cer-
tificate of honesty”. “They want
an account of demonetisation.

It was due to the demonetisa-
tion that fake companies were
identified. And because of that
you had to seek bail. Why do
you forget that it was due to the
note ban that you had to seek
bail,” he said.

Alluding to Rajiv Gandhi’s
remark, Modi said demoneti-

sation “brought back the 85
paise which were disappearing”
due to corruption. Modi said
people ask him from where was
he getting the money for devel-
opmental works. “It (money) is
very much available,” he added.

“The money is yours.
Earlier it was hidden under

someone’s bed, in cupboards. It
all came out after demonetisa-
tion was announced,” he said.
Without naming the Congress,
Modi said its leaders were “dis-
connected” from the aspira-
tions of people. “Hence, they
(Congress leaders) would give
slogans, but they did not have
policies and intentions to
realise. Neither did the
Congress get a leadership
which worked with the resolu-
tion of living or dying for wel-
fare of the nation,” he said.

He also targeted the
Congress president, saying
when Congress released its 36-
point manifesto for
Chhattisgarh polls, ‘Naamdaar’
(Rahul Gandhi) was referred to
as ‘Sir’ 150 times which shows
he is more important for them
(Congress) than Chhattisgarh.
The BJP is for development and
it was due to this commitment
that the opposition is unable to
understand how to compete
with ruling party in elections,
Modi said.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday dismissed a plea

filed by some Manipur Police
personnel seeking recusal of
judges of the bench in Manipur
fake encounter cases in which
the CBI Special Investigation
Team (SIT) is carrying out a
probe. A bench comprising
Justices Madan B Lokur and
UU Lalit said that there was no
reason for these policemen to
doubt the SIT and the probe
conducted by it in these cases.

The bench said the insti-
tutional integrity of the judi-
ciary and the CBI must be
maintained. The apex court’s
order came on a plea filed by
some Manipur Police person-
nel, who had sought recusal of
judges of the bench claiming
that it had earlier termed some
accused, who were charge
sheeted by the SIT in the
encounter cases, as “murder-
ers”. The Centre had on
September 28 supported the
plea by the Manipur policemen
and questioned the apex court
for its reported remark, saying
it has “completely shaken” the
morale of the armed forces and
securitymen operating in
insurgency-hit areas.

The petitioners, however,
challenged the government’s
contention, saying this was an
attempt to “overawe” the court,
which should not recuse from
hearing the matter. The court,
which is hearing a PIL seeking
a probe into as many as 1,528
cases of alleged extra-judicial
killings in Manipur, had on July
14 last year constituted the SIT
and ordered lodging of FIRs

and probe into them.
The bench had said that

the oral remarks by the bench
during the hearing on July 30
was not “designed or directed”
against any individual as it
had happened during the dis-
cussion in the court with the
CBI Director. Justice Lalit had
said that on July 30, they were
asking the CBI Director, who
was then present in the court,
about the status of the case. The
court was informed that till
then, 14 persons were charge
sheeted for the alleged offences
of murder, criminal conspira-
cy and destruction of evidence
by the SIT. Senior lawyer
Mukul Rohatgi, appearing for
petitioners, had told the court
that persons who were charge
sheeted had a “genuine appre-
hension” that they would not
get a fair trial and impartial jus-
tice due to remarks by the
bench.

Rohatgi, while making it
clear that nobody was saying
that court was “biased”, had
said that these persons, having
been charge sheeted for the
offence of murder, were facing
the charge of life or death.
Senior advocate Colin
Gonsalves, who is representing
the petitioners in the main case
related to alleged fake encoun-
ters in Manipur by the Army,
Assam Rifles and state police,
had said the bench should not
recuse from hearing the mat-
ter as it had not said that these
accused were “murderers”. The
bench after hearing the sub-
missions had reserved its order
on the application seeking its
recusal from hearing the 
matter.

PTI n HYDERABAD

The BJP, in its manifesto for
the December 7 Assembly

polls in Telangana, has pro-
posed introduction of Yoga in
schools and colleges and setting
up a Sanskrit University in the
state, besides establishment of a
board for welfare of IT sector
employees. These measures are
in addition to other proposals
made earlier, including regula-
tion of sale and consumption of
liquor, free trips to certain reli-
gious places like Sabarimala
and distribution of one lakh
cows every year.

“This (introduction of Yoga
in schools and colleges) is not
linked to Hindutva. Yoga is for
better health,” BJP’s manifesto
committee Chairman NVSS
Prabhakar told PTI. The mani-
festo would be formally released
soon. The history of Hyderabad,
including the Nizam rule, the
activities of Razakars and the
struggle for separate Telangana

would be made part of academic
curriculum, Prabhakar, a mem-
ber of the recently-dissolved
Assembly, said.

Observing that employees
in the IT sector faced problems
like sudden reduction in salaries
and absence of various welfare
measures, Prabhakar said a
board would be set up for their
welfare. Hyderabad is one of the
major centres of IT and related
sectors in the country with
thousands of employees work-
ing in the IT and ITes compa-
nies. The other proposals
include setting up exclusive
Corporations for the welfare of
different communities (Eg.
Reddy and Vysya).

The manifesto had earlier
proposed various measures,
including free distribution of one
lakh cows every year to those
who seek them, setting up a
‘mini-India linguistic welfare
board’ for the welfare of lin-
guistic minorities (those coming
to Hyderabad from other states

for livelihood). The proposals
also include regulating sale and
consumption of liquor, cancel-
lation of surcharge fares by
state-run Road Transort
Corporation (RTC) buses dur-
ing fesival seasons and free
transportation to those taking up
‘Deeksha’ (religious code of
behaviour) for visiting temples,
including Sabarimala.

Total waiver of the tax on
petrol and diesel, free online and
offline coaching to youth
appearing for competitive exam-
inations and provision of safe
drinking water for Rs six per
month per household are the
other proposals made by the
manifesto committee. The BJP,
which had five MLAs in the dis-
solved (119-member) assem-
bly, hopes to substantially
increase its strength in the com-
ing polls. The Election
Commission Monday issued
notification for the December 7
election to the Telangana
Legislative Assembly.

‘Cong politics centred around a family’

PTI n NEW DELHI

Aformer woman colleague
of journalist and politician

MJ Akbar told a Delhi court on
Monday that his reputation
has been “destroyed” and
“damaged irreparably” due to
the allegations of sexual mis-
conduct levelled by scribe Priya
Ramani. Joyeeta Basu, the edi-
tor of Sunday Guardian, who
appeared as a witness to sup-
port defamation case filed by
Akbar, told Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Samar
Vishal that Ramani posted all
her tweets “intentionally with
a purpose to harm” Akbar’s
“reputation and goodwill”.

“I have seen tweets by
Priya Ramani dated October
10, 2018 and October 13, 2018.
I have overcome my doubts but
I know from the number of
questions raised by people, I
know personally that his rep-
utation has been destroyed
and damaged irreparably,” Basu
told the court which is record-
ing the statements of witness-

es produced by Akbar. Akbar,
who resigned as Union minis-
ter on October 17, had filed a
private criminal defamation
complaint in a court here
against Ramani after his name
cropped up on the social media
when he was in Nigeria, as the
#MeToo campaign raged on in
India. Ramani has accused
Akbar of sexual misconduct
around 20 years ago. Basu, in
her statement, said: “After read-
ing these tweets by Ramani, I
believe that this vilification
was conducted and the tweets
were published intentionally by
Ramani with a purpose to
harm Akbar’s good reputation
and goodwill in the eyes of
society.” The journalist said
that she has worked with Akbar
for 20 years and had not heard
anything “untoward” from the
staff of the organisation where
they worked together. He was
a public figure who was held in
high esteem, she said. “I have
always held Mr Akbar in high
regard. He has been perfectly
professional in his dealings

with me. He has always been a
tough taskmaster, a thorough
professional and a brilliant
teacher,” Basu said.

She said she considered
him to be “a brilliant journal-
ist, a scholarly writer and a
thorough gentleman with an
impeccable reputation”. Basu
said that she was “shocked, dis-
appointed, embarrassed” to see
Ramani’s tweets against Akbar
and “in spite of my experience
with him, his image, his repu-
tation took a beating in my 
eyes on reading these
tweet/article”.

She said: “It was aggravat-
ed during my interaction with
friends and colleagues who
had read and heard about the
widely publicised tweets and
articles and asked me whether
he was really like that? They
questioned his character and
said that his image has taken
a severe beating and had been
lowered in their eyes. They
said that his reputation had
been permanently damaged as
far as they were concerned.”

SC dismisses plea 

by cops seeking 

recusal of bench

‘Akbar’s reputation destroyed
due to Ramani’s allegation’

Yoga in schools, Sanskrit

varsity in BJP manifesto

Telangana BJP president Dr K Laxman in a rally after submitting his nomination, at Musheerabad (Hyderabad) on Monday PTI

WARY KUSHWAHA...
Sharad Yadav had snapped

his ties with Kumar after the
JD(U) chief joined hands with
the BJP last year and current-
ly working to rally the
Opposition against the BJP-led
NDA. Sharad recently also met
with Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu
who has also been working
with opposition leaders includ-
ing Congress president to forge
a national alliance against the
NDA. RLSP and LJP leaders
and State presidents have insist-
ed that both the parties have
not agreed to the reduction of
their LS seat share and would
contest the same number of
seats which were allocated to
them in 2014. An old rival of
Kumar, Kushwaha had also
attacked the Chief Minister
for allegedly insulting him and
had targeted him again on
Sunday over reports that two
MLAs of his party may join the
JD(U).  He had said he would
apprise Shah of the “humilia-
tion” he had suffered at the
hands of Kumar and also
request him to clear the con-
fusion over seat-sharing among
the NDA constituents in the
State at the earliest. Kushwahas
have good 10 to 12 per cent
vote share and are considered
the second-most dominant
caste in the OBC category after
Yadavs (15%) in Bihar. 

ANANTH KUMAR...
Ananth Kumar was just 36

years old, a newcomer and an
‘outsider’ from Hubli-Dharwad.
The Congress had fielded
Varalakshmi, the widow of for-
mer Chief Minister R Gundu
Rao, against him. The Janata
Dal, led by HD Deve Gowda,
was in power in Karnataka.
Most thought that Ananth had
no chance against such formi-
dable candidates from the
Congress and the Janata Dal,
though Bangalore South had
the unique distinction of elect-
ing only the Opposition can-
didates for decades. Proving the
sceptics wrong, Ananth Kumar,
the blue-eyed boy of BS
Yeddyurappa, won his maiden
election, beating Varalakshmi
Gundu Rao by a small margin.

Born into a middle class
Brahmin family in Bengaluru
on July 22, 1959, Kumar went
to school in the city and joined
college at Hubli when his father
HN Narayan Shastry, a Railway
employee, was transferred to
the northwest town about 400
km from here. His mother
Girja was a home-maker.
Kumar graduated in Arts from
KS Arts College and in Law
from JSS Law College at Hubli
with BA and LLB degrees from
Karnataka University in
Dharwad. 

CVC FILES...
Mehta, appearing for the

CVC, told the court that former
SC judge A K Patnaik has
supervised the CVC enquiry as
directed by the apex court and
the probe was completed on
November 10. To this, the CJI
observed that the Registry was
open on Sunday for one hour
but neither the reports were
filed nor any intimation was
given to the Registrar regard-
ing their filing. “On Sunday we
kept the registry opened for
one hour but neither the
reports were filed nor any inti-
mation was given. How long
will the Registrars wait?,” the
CJI said.  The Solicitor General
later tendered an apology and
said though he was not explain-
ing the circumstances, there
was delay on their part in sub-

mitting the report. 
In its order on October 26,

the SC had set a deadline of two
weeks for the ongoing CVC
probe against Verma. The CVC
probed the August 24 note/let-
ter of Asthana to the Cabinet
Secretary wherein he had
alleged corruption by Verma
and meddling in high profile
cases in disregard of the CBI
manual. The Cabinet Secretary
had referred Asthana’s com-
plaint to the CVC for probe.

VOTERS DEFY...
Sahoo said five elite troop-

ers from Commando Battalion
for Resolute Action (CoBRA)
were injured in an Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) blast
triggered by Maoists in Bijapur
district. The IED went off
when the CoBRA team was
cordoning off a jungle stretch.
The injured troopers were air-
lifted to Raipur for urgent
medical attention. Political ana-
lysts say that Raman Singh’s
clean image and popularity
could help the BJP to register
the record fourth consecutive
victory in the mineral-rich
state. The second and final
phase of polling in
Chhattisgarh will be held on
November 20 for remaining 72
seats. The counting will take
place on December 11 along
with four other States.

‘TIGRESS AVNI...
“Bullet trajectory as

inferred from the post-mortem
observations shows that the
animal was facing away from
the person who fired the bul-
let,” Pariwakam has stated in
the report, which forms an
annexure to the autopsy report
released earlier. Contacted by
IANS, Pariwakam declined to
comment as separate commit-
tees appointed by the Centre
and the State Government are
now probing the tigress’ shoot-
ing. The tigress — identified as
T1 — was shot dead in a late
night operation on November
2 in the Pandharkavada Forest
Division of Yavatmal district,
sparking outrage and a public
spat between Union Minister
Maneka Gandhi and
Maharashtra Forest Minister
Sudhir Mungantiwar. (IANS)

ABIDED BY...
The document says after

the Indian negotiation team
submitted its report on fully-
loaded Rafale jets on August 4,
2016, it was vetted by the
Finance and Law Ministries
within 20 days and the CCS
approved the deal on August
24, 2016. The document also
said the Government had no
role in the selection of the
Indian offset partner. 

The Congress is alleging
that the NDA Government
nudged the French to opt for
Reliance as an offset partner.
Former President Francois
Hollande also said he was
nudged by the Indian
Government to have Reliance
as a partner in the offset deal
with Rafale jet manufacturer
Dassault. The document placed
before the court said the Indian
Defence Ministry negotiated
with their French counterparts
for a year before signing the
Rafale agreement.  The details
of the documents were shared
with the petitioners as direct-
ed by the Supreme Court.

The petitioners include
former Union Ministers
Yashwant Sinha and Arun
Shourie, along with activist
lawyer Prashant Bhushan.
They had sought registration of
an FIR into the fighter jet deal

alleging “criminal misconduct”
by high public functionaries.
The trio has also sought a
direction to the CBI to inves-
tigate the offences mentioned
in their complaint in a “time-
bound” manner and submit
periodic status reports to the
apex court. A team of Indian
negotiators formed to buy 36
Rafale fighter jets had got a bet-
ter deal on price and mainte-
nance of the planes as com-
pared to the earlier offer from
French firm Dassault, accord-
ing to the Centre’s report on the
purchase of the jets submitted
to the Supreme Court last
month. The Indian negotiating
team headed by a Deputy Chief
of Air Staff rank officer carried
out negotiations for over a
year. This team submitted its
report in July 2016 and the deal
was cleared by the Cabinet
Committee of Security and
Defence Acquisition Council.
India is buying 36 jets off the
shelf from France and the
entire lot will be delivered
within 67 months after the con-
tract was signed.  The Rafale
fighter jet is a twin-engine
Medium Multi-Role Combat
Aircraft (MMRCA).  The UPA
regime was negotiating for a
126-jet deal with Dassault with
18 of them to be procured off
the shelf and the remaining to
be manufactured by the public
sector Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) I India.
However, the proposed con-
tract could not mature due to
various issues and the NDA
Government scrapped the ear-
lier process and announced to
buy 36 Rafales to meet the
urgent requirement of the IAF
to bolster its depleting
squadron strength.  However,
the Congress is claiming that
price at which India is buying
Rafale aircraft now is Rs 1,670
crore each, three times the Rs
526 crore, initial bid by the
company when the UPA was
trying to buy the aircraft. 

MODI GIVES...
falling into the hands of those
who had been indulging in vote
bank politics for ages,” he
observed. Besides, he inaugu-
rated two highways --Varanasi
Ring Road Phase-I and
Babatpur-Varanasi four-lane
highway. Claiming that devel-
opment of country and coun-
trymen was supreme for the
BJP governments, Modi said:
“The people of Varanasi had
been demanding these roads
for a long time and the pro-
posal was hanging fire. I made
a decision on it within six
months of coming to power,”
Modi said. He added that it was
imperative as the connectivity
improved employment rate
and built the trust people had
in the authorities. “The
‘Ayushman Bharat’ scheme has
ensured medical treatment for
the poor. Over two lakh peo-
ple have so far availed it with-
in 40 days of its launch,” Modi
said. He also inaugurated two
sewage infrastructure projects
worth `425.41 crore in
Varanasi and laid the founda-
tion stone for another project
worth `72.91 crore for
Ramnagar. Earlier, the function
was also addressed by the
Union minister Nitin Gadkari,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and state Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) president Mahendra
Nath Pandey. The function
was also attended by deputy
Chief Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya, Union minister Satya
Pal, UP minister Suresh
Khanna, MP Ram Charit
Nishad and many others.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Agang of robbers who only
targeted pizza delivery

boys, finally met their match
when a team of South east dis-
trict police arrested three of
them. With the arrest of three
men, police claimed to have
solved four such cases in which
pizza delivery boys were way-
laid and robbed at the knife-
point. The accused have been
identified as Deepak (23), a res-
ident of Amar Colony, Chirag
Sharma (23) also of Amar
Colony and Karan Mahajan
(19) resident of Srinivashpuri.
Police have also recovered two
motorcycles, 10 mobile phones,
five delivery bags, cash, two
ATM swiping machines, one
buttoned knife and SIM card
from their possession.

" On Saturday and Sunday,
three incidents of robberies with
delivery boys of Zomato who
were carrying orders from Pizza
on My Plate (POMP) at
Zamrudpur, were reported from
Srinivaspuri area", Chinmoy
Biswal, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), South-east district
said, "In all the three incidents,
accused persons used to place
orders to different restaurants
through Zomato and then used
to take delivery at isolated places.
When the delivery boys used to
come to deliver the order,
accused persons used to rob

delivery boys by threatening
them with knives," said the DCP.
Accordingly, police teams were
pressed into service to monitor
the activities of this gang and
bring them to justice, he added.

"One of the accused Karan
was apprehended by a police
team. He was put to sustained
interrogation and confessed to
the crime. He also disclosed
names of his associates who
were arrested later," said the
DCP. "During interrogation,
Karan disclosed that around six
months back, he came in touch
with accused Deepak and Chirag
who used to live in the nearby
locality. They both were also
addicted to smoking and
hookah. Around two-three
months back, accused Deepak
was arrested for car-robbery in
Amar Colony and he recently

came out of the jail," said the
DCP.  "Accused Deepak earlier
used to work as delivery boy in
Amazon and Chirag used to
work as delivery boy for Zomato
but he was shunted out last
month. Both Deepak and Chirag
were well versed with the work-
ing of Zomato and delivery
boys. Therefore, after coming out
of the jail, Deepak alongwith his
other associates in order to earn
quick money planned to rob
these delivery boys," the DCP
said. Explaining their modus
operandi, the DCP said that
accused persons used to call the
delivery boys at abandoned place
at G Block of CPWD quarters in
Srinivaspuri as this block is
vacant. As the delivery boys
approached this site, accused
used to rob them at  knife
point," said the DCP.

Dengue cases cross

1K mark in Nov

Men who robbed pizza delivery
boys at knife-point arrested

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Around 708 fresh cases of
dengue were recorded in

Delhi last week, suggested the
weekly report released by
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) on
Monday.

The report also suggested
that 280 cases belonged to
Delhi while 339 cases are from
the neighbouring States and 89
remained untraced after inves-
tigation. With this, the total
number of cases in November
has crossed 1,000 mark. 

Also, the total number of
cases this year has risen to
4,913 out of which 1,875
belonged to Delhi while 2,528
belonged to neighbouring
States and 509 remained
untraced after investigation.
The data includes one death
reported in Wazirabad, North
Delhi. According to the report,
the corporation has sprayed
around 25, 29,108 houses.
Around 2, 25,593 places were
found positive for mosquito
breeding out of which 1, 80,321
places were given legal notices.
The prosecution has been
launched in 25,570 cases so far.
With more than 10,000, most
of the prosecutions were
launched in areas coming
under SDMC. In North civic
body, only 6588 prosecutions
were launched and in East
civic body, around 8000 pros-

ecutions were launched.
Meanwhile taking precau-

tionary measures, all the three
corporations have already
started a number of initiatives
to prevent mosquito breeding,
including creating awareness
by using various media,
deploying more dengue breed-
ing checkers, and desilting of
drains, the official said.

Concerned over increasing
numbers of vector-borne dis-
eases at the beginning of this
year, South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC)
Commissioner Dr P K Goel
had issued an advisory on pre-
vention and control of vector-
borne diseases in Delhi. Goel
has called for prevention of
mosquito breeding by source
and made it clear that the
reduction is the only effective
tool for prevention and control
of these diseases.  

Last year, the number of
dengue cases recorded in the
national capital was as high as
8063 including 4188 of Delhi
and 3875 of other States, the
report stated. The numbers of
malaria and chikungunya cases
recorded in 2017 stood at 1,106
and 855 respectively.
Considering this, doctors in the
city are busy suggesting differ-
ent precautionary measures to
people. Doctors have advised
people to wear full sleeves
clothes and avoid mosquito
prone areas.



Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan’s failure to renegotiate parts
of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) during his visit
to Beijing in the first week of

November affirms President Xi Jinping’s
inflexible commitment to making China a
leading world power by 2049, the centenary
of communist rule in that country. The
Border and Road Initiative (B&RI) and mil-
itary power are keys to this goal.

While President Xi is extending the
B&RI’s reach, he cannot be generous with
countries that cannot push back like
Malaysia, because China has been facing seri-
ous problems even prior to the spat with US
President Donald Trump. As early as
September 2016, the Bank for International
Settlements warned that excessive credit
growth in China could trigger a banking cri-
sis within three years.

In May 2017, Moody’s Investors
Service downgraded China’s credit ratings
for the first time since 1989, saying
growth would slow and debt would rise to
40 per cent of GDP by 2018, and 45 per
cent by 2020. In October 2017, Standard
& Poor’s cut China’s sovereign credit rat-
ing from A+ to AA- for the first time since
1999, because of risks from soaring debt.
It lowered the rating on HSBC China,
Hang Seng China and DBS Bank China
Ltd. and warned that these banks would
be “unlikely to avoid default should the
nation default on its sovereign debt”.
Bloomberg noted growing concerns over
China’s ability to balance economic growth
with cleaning up its financial sector. The
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
warned (December 2017) that China’s
growing debt-dependency could trigger a
new global financial crisis. Credit growth
has surpassed GDP growth; corporate debt
is 165 per cent of GDP; household debt has
risen 15 percentage points of GDP in the
past five years and is linked to asset-price
speculation. A serious problem is ‘shad-
ow banking’ that Moody’s in November
2017 put at $9.8 trillion (86.5 per cent of
GDP).

While Beijing has cracked down on
debt and the shadow banking sector, the
credit squeeze on some sectors has driven
companies to the offshore dollar bond mar-
ket; borrowings touched $322 billion at the
beginning of 2017, a 154 per cent increase
from 2016, according to China International
Capital Corp. By July 2018, the National
Institute of Finance and Development, a
regime-affiliated think tank, warned of
“financial panic”, saying the economy may
be on the edge of disaster due to increas-
ing bond defaults, currency depreciation,
tightening lending and liquidity, and trade
tensions with the United States.

Amidst these pressures, Beijing gave
Islamabad a one billion dollar loan to
buffer its foreign currency reserves, thus

lending Pakistan over five billion
dollar in this fiscal year. Imran
Khan fared better with Riyadh
post-Jamal Khashoggi murder,
but even six billion dollar in
investments cannot keep
Pakistan’s precarious economy
afloat. Khan’s attempt to raise
two billion dollar for two dams
in ecologically fragile terrain will
remain a pipe dream; an IMF
bailout seems the only hope.

Beijing, meanwhile, will
resist Washington’s economic
aggression with its Yuan-
denominated oil futures con-
tracts which, since March 2018,
have broken the US Dollar’s
monopoly over the energy trade.
Should the oil futures be con-
vertible into gold, it would
attract oil-producing nations
like Russia, Venezuela, and Iran.
Moscow and Beijing are also
striving for a gold-backed post-
Bretton Woods exchange system
to curtail Dollar hegemony and
evade US sanctions. Both have
been accumulating gold reserves
which, if greater than
Washington’s, can seriously
undermine the US Dollar.

Given the scale of China’s
ambitions, it is not surprising
that the joint communiqué
appreciated the progress on
early harvest projects, especial-
ly in the energy sector, and
extolled the all-weather partner-
ship in flowery language. Within
Pakistan, the visit was perceived
as a grand failure; Dawn colum-
nist Adnan Rasool observed that
the Pakistani State “is com-
pletely clueless regarding the
larger objectives of the Belt and
Road Initiative”, of which CPEC
is only one portion.

The B&RI covers around

60 countries and broadly com-
prises three overland and three
maritime routes. Most projects
have not been contracted
between governments but
between Chinese companies
and state-owned enterprises
(SOEs). Hence, any attempt to
renegotiate contracts (the
promise on which Imran Khan
came to power) would have to
be firm by firm, which is vir-
tually impossible. Moreover,
any arbitration involved during
renegotiations will go to the
B&RI court in Xi’an, under
Chinese law, so Islamabad
would need a law firm to rep-
resent it on each contract to be
renegotiated or contest the
cases itself.

The B&RI, Rasool asserts, is
a system which countries join to
share the Chinese Dream of sus-
tained growth for China
through trade. Partner countries
tie their economic destiny to that
of China — as China flourish-
es, so do others. Since Beijing
does the “heavy lifting”, it is the
senior partner, but others must
do their share. The CPEC is a
series of projects that serve the
larger B&RI scheme, and is not
a credit line or bailout package.
That is the crux of the matter. 

Pakistan has to fix its own
economy and use the B&RI to
gain market access to other
partner-countries, and boost
its earnings. Perhaps such a clear
understanding could have saved
Sri Lanka, Myanmar, The
Maldives, Tajikistan, Djibouti,
and others from the indebted-
ness that forced them to make
costly debt-for-equity deals with
Beijing. With the Asian
Development Bank estimating

B&RI to cost over $26 trillion by
2030, and China’s foreign cur-
rency reserves hovering around
$3 trillion, Beijing is in no posi-
tion to cancel or mitigate debt.

Interestingly, the joint
communiqué included a com-
mitment by Islamabad to sup-
port China in safeguarding its
sovereignty and security, and
combating separatism, terror-
ism and extremism including
the East Turkistan Islamic
Movement (ETIM). Concerns
for the CPEC’s security made
Beijing build a counter-terror-
ism base in Afghanistan’s
Wakhan Corridor in
Badakhshan province, where
Uyghur militants (ETIM) con-
stitute a serious threat to
Muslim-majority Xinjiang
province. Kabul has refused to
join the B&RI-CPEC because
Islamabad continues to host
the Taliban and Haqqani ter-
rorist network which attack
Afghanistan. 

Pakistani doublespeak
forced Beijing to take a tough
line at the Financial Action
Task Force in February 2018,
where Pakistan was put on the
watch list for financing terror.
Imran Khan has received a
reality bite: No sops, austeri-
ties, and repayment of Chinese
loans from 2019, all amidst a
disintegrating society as wit-
nessed by the turmoil over
Asia Bibi’s exoneration by the
Supreme Court. Pakistan is
caught in a pincer: Faith and
a bleak economic landscape
make uneasy bedfellows.

(The writer is Senior
Fellow, Nehru Memorial
Museum and Library; the views
expressed are personal)

T
he news that an allegedly drunk female

driver lost control of her car, crossed

the divider and rammed into a car

coming from the opposite side in Delhi a

couple of days ago leading to a death is

yet another fatal road accident statistic in

India. Yes, as modern cars have become

safer, fatalities have come down. But there

are several worrying issues here. First, the

driver is suspected to have been under the

influence of alcohol but till a blood-test

report comes in, one should treat this report

with some scepticism as the police near-

ly always accuse the driver in an accident

of being inebriated. That said, other than

in Mumbai where police have done a stellar job in curbing drunken driving with

a massive crackdown, our cities just haven’t got this right. This must change

and more police personnel should be posted to curb drunken driving; take some

cops away from VIP security duties for a start.

The poor quality of road infrastructure in our country, though, often makes

a bad situation even worse. Roads have to be as idiot-proof as possible because

road users are often idiots. Concrete pavers doubling up as road dividers are

not a safety feature. In fact, they can often make accidents worse because instead

of absorbing the kinetic energy from an impact which metal and wire barriers

do, concrete, particularly the low height concrete dividers that are used in India,

can launch a vehicle into the air and into the path of traffic on the other side.

And this can happen whether the driver is drunk, distracted or had deliberately

rammed into the divider to avoid an accident. Worse still, there are far too many

cases where we take road safety for granted. Work on the Delhi-Panipat stretch

of National Highway 1 is ongoing with little or no concept of road safety being

understood by the contractor. Across Indian highways, workers have little or no

regard to their own safety and that of others, water tankers used to water plants

on central verges have no warning lights and workers often use a tattered red

cloth to warn oncoming drivers of a diversion. This was fine in the era of the

Ambassador and the Padmini but today, with cars regularly capable of hitting

200-plus km an hour speeds, our concept of road safety needs to change on

both highways and city roads.

T
he harsh political reality is that the

Congress needs to win at least two

of the four bigger States, plus retain

Mizoram, of the States going to polls over

the coming few weeks to be a serious con-

tender for a leading role in the Opposition’s

plans to unseat the BJP from power in the

2019 General Election. It is, in fact, the

worst-kept secret in town. And the leader-

ship of the grand old party is aware of just

how quickly all the Opposition bonhomie

will dissipate and the Congress pushed into

a ‘supporting role’ for a conglomeration of

regional parties if it fails to perform at the

hustings yet again.

In Mizoram, the party’s last toe-hold in the North-east, the party has deput-

ed AICC general secretary Luizinho Faleiro — who was recently brought back

to New Delhi after a couple of years in his home State of Goa — to ensure that

his ‘magic touch’ which saw Congress-led Governments in five North-eastern

States till as recently as 2016 helps the party retain power in the face of the BJP

and Mizo National Front strategy to fight the elections separately and then come

together post-poll. It’s a small State but it is vital for the Congress to retain it in

terms of the Assembly elections score-line, so Faleiro is pulling out all the stops.

That Mizoram is a Christian-majority State helps the Congress which has effec-

tively mobilised Church groups and demonised the BJP — with a lot of help

from the utterances of BJP leaders nationally, it must be said. But in the other

four States, it’s a different story. Madhya Pradesh has seen the party play what

is known in popular parlance as the ‘soft Hindutva’ card with a vengeance. From

promising a gaushala in every village and committing itself to promoting research

and application of cow urine in medicine and healthcare, to Rahul Gandhi, Kamal

Nath and Jyotiraditya Scindia paying obeisance at prominent Hindu temples com-

plete with sacred thread, the party has gone whole hog. Further, in keeping with

its strategy of portraying itself as comprising the ‘real Hindus’ and the BJP/RSS

as katarwaadis (fundamentalists) within the fold, Congress has announced plans

to re-impose the ban on Government employees attending RSS shakhas or allow-

ing Sangh-related activities in government buildings if elected. Simultaneously,

reports from the ground indicate that the Congress leadership, especially veter-

an Kamal Nath, has persuaded many of the candidates put up by the Bahujan

Samaj Party and Samajwadi Party apart from lesser political groups to ‘infor-

mally’ support and vote Congress come polling day. This tactic, if the Congress

can pull it off, may make the crucial difference between winning and losing in a

State where the BJP and Congress are widely perceived to be running neck-to-

neck. In many ways, Madhya Pradesh, an erstwhile Congress stronghold where

the party has managed to retain its rural support base despite 15 years out of

power, is the key State for it to win.

Rajasthan, as survey after survey backed up by anecdotal evidence from

those who have travelled extensively in the State suggests, is in the bag for the

Congress unless it shoots itself in the foot spectacularly. Chhattisgarh looks like-

ly to re-elect Raman Singh as Chief Minister thanks at least in part to the Ajit

Jogi-Mayawati combine drawing more votes from the Congress than the BJP

though the Congress is still hopeful of propping up Jogi — a la HD Kumaraswamy

in Karnataka — if the BJP falls even marginally short. TRS seems headed for a

win in Telangana despite a Congress campaign that has over the past couple of

weeks shown some signs of coming into its own.

If the above scenario holds, and this is before Prime Minister Narendra

Modi has launched his election campaign in earnest please remember, the

Congress could win in Rajasthan, Mizoram and Madhya Pradesh. With three

out of five States in the bag it will be difficult for any Opposition alliance to

ignore Rahul Gandhi as he would have finally delivered at the hustings.

Congress has all to play for.

Congress calisthenics

The party’s exercises for the Assembly polls are forcing
some contortions but victory will make it all okay

Safety last

Drunk drivers and inadequate road barriers; between idiotic
users and poor infrastructure, India has a road safety problem

Scope for improvement

Sir — This refers to the article,
“Science in classrooms”
(November 12) by JS Rajput.
India’s ranking in the list of ‘ease
of doing business’ is laudable. The
Government and entrepreneurs,
in compliance with each other,
have proved their calibre of being
a development-savvy nation. 

Finagled business units have
been broken down by the
Narendra Modi Government via
steps like demonetisation and
the implementation of GST, which
in turn also raised the nation’s
GDP to an all-time high of 8.2 per
cent. The scope for development
has its doors wide open for India
and its youth power. The need of
the hour is to grab the opportu-
nity and take it forward.

Animesh Gupta
Ujjain

Tackling pollution

Sir — This refers to the report,
“No respite for Delhiites”
(November 12). The poor air
quality of Delhi was anticipated
prior to the onset of winter sea-
son. One may not hold only the

burning of firecrackers account-
able for AQI of 423 in Delhi.
Immense burning of stubble in
the agrarian States of Haryana and
Punjab has always been a major
factor for poor air quality especial-
ly in the Delhi/NCR region.
According to Aditya Handa, Chief
Executive Officer Of Abellon
CleanEnergy, the quantity of crop
residues burnt each year ranges
from 200 to 240 million tonnes,

which is a matter of cogitation.
Although the Government had
announced a National Policy on
Biofuels, which led to the conver-
sion of stubbles into ethanol, it is
still incongruous to the amount of
the stubbles produced each year.
It is going to be a strenuous task
for the Government to curb the
surging pollution.

Tushar Anand
Bihar

No offence

Sir — May be the proposals by
the Uttar Pradesh Government
to change the name of Allahabad
to Prayagraj was unreasonable.
But why was it necessary for
Akbar to rename Prayag 444
years ago? If he ever needed a
city named Ilahabad to chime

with his Din-e-Ilahi, why was 
it justifiable to axe a holy place
of the Hindus? If the name of an
ancient Hindu tirth is restored,
that should not be construed as
an attack on Muslims. If the act
of Akbar was right, as the crit-
ics make us believe, ipso facto
the act of Yogi Government, too,
is right, because different yard-
sticks cannot be used for the
same act.

JS Acharya
Hyderabad

Brilliant innings

Sir — I appreciate the Indian
women’s cricket team, who
chased down the target of 134
with six balls to spare, specially
Mithali Raj who smashed an
aggressive half-century to guide
India to an easy 7-wicket win
over Pakistan in the ICC
Women’s World Cup T20. One
hopes that the team will contin-
ue to perform well and outclass
opposition in the forthcoming
matches too.

Mohd Tariq Qasmi
Secunderabad
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In the Dragon’s embrace

SANDHYA JAIN

Imran Khan has received a reality bite: No sops, austerities and repayment 

of Chinese loans from 2019, all amidst a disintegrating society

Even though there has
been the advancement of
civilisation, the threat of
war always remains and
poses challenges. 

Vice President
—Venkaiah Naidu

Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena’s
decision to dissolve the
nation’s Parliament will
only deepen the crisis. 

UN chief 
—Antonio Guterres 

Unlike Bollywood,
Iranian films are based
on realities, real loca-
tions, social subjects
and human values.

Iranian filmmaker
—Majid Majidi

Competition is normal.
Contest must not turn into
conflict. Differences between
India and China should not
become disputes.

Defence Minister
—Nirmala Sitharaman

S O U N D B I T E

L E T T E R S T O  T H E  E D I T O R

New weapon in India's bowling armoury

T
he India-West Indies series has thrown up a new
kid on the block — Khaleel Ahmed. The player,
who represented Rajasthan in the Ranji Trophy,

gave the West Indies a dose of their own medicine
especially in the final two ODIs. Good pace and
reverse swing is a heady combo, more so if you are
a left arm bowler, and Khaleel has both in abundance.
The aggression on the pitch, the exultation on scalp-
ing a wicket and believing in giving the batsman an
eye for an eye are all good attributes of a young fast
bowler. 

India captain Virat Kohli had praised Khaleel
Ahmed by describing him as one of the finds of the
ODI series against the West Indies. Khaleel appar-
ently is working on both his bowling and non-bowl-
ing arm to better his game. Two former greats have
played a significant role in honing the player's skills
— Rahul Dravid and Zaheer Khan. In England, where

the 2019 World Cup will be held, the conditions will
be quite favourable to swing bowlers. Khaleel is one
player India would hope to cash in on. The recent
series and the upcoming ones are viewed as tests
for players on the edge.

Ganapathi Bhat
Akola

PARTNER
COUNTRIES TIE

THEIR ECONOMIC
DESTINY TO

THAT OF CHINA.
AS CHINA

FLOURISHES, SO
DO OTHERS.

SINCE BEIJING
DOES THE HEAVY

LIFTING, IT IS
THE SENIOR

PARTNER, BUT
OTHERS MUST

DO THEIR SHARE



The common incidents that
take place in almost every
woman’s life, incidents that

were hushed behind closed doors,
have finally found a platform to
come out in the open, in the form
of the #MeToo movement. The
campaign has caused a ripple effect
in India, which looks promising
enough to bring about a change 
for good. 

However, there is an underlying
fear because of which certain
women haven’t come out with their
ordeals — the fear of not being
believed, the fear of loss of repute
and more importantly, loss of their
jobs and the associated trauma. 

Normally, the legal conse-
quences of bringing out the mis-

deeds of someone can result in a
nullity  if there is no strong evidence
to substantiate the claim. In fact,
you can end up being the one on the
wrong side of the law, as a defama-
tion suit can be filed against you.
The same had happened with
writer-producer, Vinta Nanda, as a
suit for defamation had been filed
by actor Alok Nath as a reply to her
harrowing contribution to the
#MeToo movement.

The whole scenario leads us to
essentially question the legal frame-
work within which the #MeToo
movement stands. Does it provide
enough protection to the victims? 

The answer is a big “no”, as the
accused can only be convicted on
the production of substantial evi-
dence against him, which is very
difficult to obtain, especially in a
sexual harassment case. 

Now, if the accused cannot be
convicted for his actions then what
exactly can be changed so as to cre-
ate the perfect balance wherein the
victims of such harassment, or
worse, can be protected, and at the

same time, the framed people 
can enjoy their fair bit of protection
as well?

From the experience drawn
from the US, where the #MeToo
movement had seen its inception,
many valuable lessons can be
learned on how to reform the law.
The first change that the law should
provide for is an opt out option in
non-disclosure agreements (NDAs). 

It was observed in the United
States that a big impediment in the
reporting of sexual misbehaviour
was the NDA. In many cases, the
NDAs were so much customised to
such effect that a victim was com-
pensated with a financial settlement
while gagging him/her from speak-
ing about the abuse.

Another big problem with the
law is that it provides a time frame
within which the complaint has to
be lodged. Section 9(1) of the
Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act, 2013 provides for
three months from the date of the
incident or the date of the last inci-
dent in case of a series of events, for

reporting of the complaint. This can
be increased to another three
months by the internal or local
committee adjudicating the claim. 

Now, the narrative — that such
a limitation should be placed so as
to balance the interest of justice
between the complainant and the
accused — falls short on the count
that this is a protective legislation.
Such legislations are created
because the subjects that they deem
to protect are vulnerable and, there-
fore, need an affirmative protection
of the State. 

With limitations like that of
time period, the Sexual Harassment
Act tends to defeat the purpose for
which it was enacted as it has to
protect each and every individual
who faces harassment without any
prejudice to the time when she
finally gathers the courage to speak
up in the patriarchal system.

Further, in the court of law, if
such a matter comes for adjudica-
tion, it should be reasonably expect-
ed from the court that they do not
expect an exact testimony from the

victim, in excruciating detail. This
is to say that the courts usually
expect the victim to recall their
experience in a linear fashion by
requiring them to provide specific
names, dates and facts of the assault.
In this manner, the legal system
wants the victims to remember and
pen down the horrendous experi-
ence which they usually try hard to
forget. While the accuracy of the
events does not destroy their case,
it provides an easy way for the
defence attorney to do the same by
creating a reasonable doubt of the
innocence of the accused. 

Now comes the question which
has created immense fear in the
minds of many misogynists since
the #MeToo movement has begun:
How will the falsely accused men be
protected? Well, these people will be
happy to know that if a malicious
or false complaint or a complaint
made with forged or misleading
document is made, then under
Section 14 of the Sexual
Harassment Act, action can be
taken against the complainant.

However, it also provides that the
mere inability to substantiate a
complaint or provide adequate
proof need not attract action against
the complainant, thus protecting
the victim as well. 

Despite the changes that are
required in the legal sphere, it can be
safely said that the #MeToo move-
ment should first ignite social
change, which should then take the
form of legal change. 

Men should be educated about
the nuances of their acts (which
might seem casual or commonplace
to them but is actually harassment)
and the consequent impact that it has
on the victim. #MeToo is being
termed as a clarion call to something
bigger, and with a Constitution
which is feminist, hopes are high that
India will finally wake up to a bet-
ter future.

(Raghav Pandey is an Assistant
Professor of Law at Maharashtra
National Law University, Mumbai
and Neelabh Bist is a Fourth Year
student of Law at Maharashtra
National Law University, Mumbai)

Steady military modernisation 
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DEMONETISATION IS A SHREWD SCHEME THAT

ALLOWED MODI’s SUIT-BOOT FRIENDS TO CONVERT

THEIR BLACK MONEY INTO WHITE.

—CONGRESS PRESIDENT

RAHUL GANDHI

IT IS THE RESULT OF DEMONETISATION THAT YOUR

COMPANY (NATIONAL HERALD) WAS CAUGHT AND YOU

(RAHUL GANDHI AND SONIA GANDHI) HAD TO SEEK BAIL.

—PRIME MINISTER

NARENDRA MODI

POINTCOUNTERPOINT 

From September 2019, India would start
to receive the much-awaited Dassault
Rafale combat aircrafts and the delivery
and testing of the entire fleet of 36 fight-
er jets is expected to be completed by

April 2022. India would also start receiving
Apache AH-64E multi-role combat helicopters
and CH-47 tactical transport helicopters, contract
for which was finalised in 2015, as well as M-777
howitzers, which was signed under a contract in
2016. The Indian Army will also receive most of
the 1.86 lakh bulletproof jackets, which were con-
tracted for in 2018. From 2020, India would start
getting delivery of S-400 air defence systems
whose deal was signed last October. It is also
expected that by next year, India would have in
place a clear roadmap and contract in place for
arming the infantry soldiers of the Indian Army
with a battle-proven assault rifle to replace the
obsolete INSAS.  

What Modi inherited: Lack of modernisa-
tion of the armed forces for nearly a decade and
challenges of grappling with obsolescence of exist-
ing equipment in the rapidly changing geopolit-
ical landscape, were two major predicaments that
the Narendra Modi Government had to confront
in 2014. Rapid pace of military modernisation by
both China and Pakistan exacerbated the situa-
tion further. There were only two choices in front
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi — either con-
tinue to play politics of delay on big ticket defence
acquisitions or take a decisive approach to mod-
ernise the forces while brushing aside all inhibi-
tions and delaying tactics of the vested interests.
The Prime Minister chose the latter. He preferred
to go for fast-paced military modernisation.

First steps: In June 2014, the keel was laid for
India’s first missile tracking ship at Hindustan
Shipyard after it was ordered by Modi
Government as part of developing a robust nuclear
shield. In less than four years since then, the 15,000
tonne ocean surveillance ship is almost ready and
is undergoing trials before final commissioning.
In 2015, the Modi dispensation gave approval for
the construction of seven stealth frigates under
Project 17A and six nuclear powered attack sub-
marines. While Mumbai-based Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited would be making four of the
frigates, Kolkata-based Garden Reach Shipbuilders
& Engineers would make the remaining three. The
nuclear powered attack submarines would be built
at the Ship Building Centre in Vizag. 

Big ticket acquisitions: In September 2015, the
Narendra Modi Government signed deals with
Boeing for acquisition of 22 Apache AH-64 attack
helicopters and 15 Chinook CH-47 tactical trans-
port helicopters under a three billion dollar deal.
Order for six more Apache AH-64 helicopters were
given in 2018. The year 2015 also saw the
Government giving nod to acquisition of 10 Heron
TP armed drones from Israel for $400 million.

In September 2016, India and France inked
deal for acquisition of 36 Dassault Rafale com-
bat jets. The 59,000 crore deal, apart from a 50
per cent clause for offsets and local sourcing of
components, also included a wide array of cut-
ting edge weapon systems, including Scalp cruise
missiles with 500-km range and Meteor radar
guided beyond visual range (BVR) air-to-air mis-
sile with over 100 km of range. This apart, reports

also indicate that the Rafales made for
India would probably be capable of car-
rying nuclear warheads as well as
BrahMos. With one squadron each for
the eastern and western battle theatres,
the Rafale fleet is expected to signifi-
cantly boost the combat capabilities of
Indian Air Forces. A follow-on order for
four additional P8I Poseidon mar-
itime reconnaissance planes for Indian
Navy was also signed in 2016.

The Rafale deal was followed by
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC)
clearing the Acceptance of Necessity
(AON) in November 2016 for acquisi-
tion of 83 Light Combat Aircraft or
Tejas in the MK1A configuration,
which would be equipped with AESA
radars, self-protection jammers and air-
to-air refuelling capabilities. A year later,
IAF issued the Request for Proposal to
HAL and reports indicate that
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
has submitted quotation for the same,
which is under review by the Ministry
of Defence. Incidentally, HAL is yet to
get the final operational clearance
(FOC) for LCA and conclude the
delivery of the first 40 Light Combat
Aircrafts (LCA), whose orders were
placed in 2006 and 2010 respectively.  

Modernising artillery: In the
realm of artillery acquisition, the first
major step by the Modi Government in
restarting the modernisation of artillery
regiments of the Indian Army was
through selection of L&T-Hanwha
Techwin combine in 2015 for making
100 self propelled K9 Vajra howitzers.
The contract worth around `5,000
crore was signed in 2017. Further, a crit-
ical deal with the US was signed in 2016
for acquisition of 145 M777 ultra light-
weight howitzers for `5,000 crore, a deal
which was pending for years during the
United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
era. In 2016, approval was also given for

raising two more regiments of Pinaka
rockets for `3,300 crore and the fourth
regiment of BrahMos for `4,300 crore
with more advanced versions of the
cruise missile, proficient in trajectory
manoeuvrability and with deep diving
capabilities, to be deployed in northeast.  

Bulletproof jackets for infantry:
If there was one product whose defi-
ciency tormented the infantry soldier
of the Indian Army for decades now, it
has to be the availability of new gener-
ation bulletproof jackets. Like many
other defence files, dust kept on piling
on this one too for years. During the
11th five year plan (2007-12) Indian
Army was supposed to receive 1,86,168
jackets but nothing much happened.
Eventually, it was in 2016 that permis-
sion for a one-time ‘interim emergency
acquisition’ by taking the ‘revenue
route’ was granted by the Modi-led
Government to the Indian Army for
procuring 50,000 bulleproof vests for
`140 crore from Tata Advanced
Materials. 

Later in April 2018, another con-
tract worth `639 crore was signed by
the Ministry of Defence with SMPP Pvt
Ltd for procurement of an additional
1,86,138 bulletproof jackets. In 2017, a
contract worth `180 crore was also
given to Kanpur-based MKU for pro-
curement of 1.6 lakh bulletproof hel-
mets, an equipment as critical for the
foot soldier, in the battle front, as bul-
letproof vest and assault rifle. 

Modernising air defence: On the
air defence front, in April 2017, India
signed a two billion dollar deal with
Israel Aerospace Industry and anoth-
er Israeli company, Rafael, for supply-
ing Medium Range Surface to Air
Missiles (MR-SAM) to the Indian
Army. Additionally, a $630 million
contract in 2017 and a $777 million
contract in 2018 were signed with

Israel Aerospace Industries for Barak-
8 Long Range Surface to Air Missile
(LR-SAM) to arm India’s frontline war-
ships.  This was followed by the mam-
moth $5.43 billion deal with Russia in
2018 for S-400 Triumf air defence sys-
tems, capable of shooting down almost
all kinds of incoming missiles, fight-
ers and drones.

The deal for 6,000 missiles and
associated equipments, including jam
resistant phased array radars, was
inked in spite of threats of sanctions by
US. This was followed in quick succes-
sion with a $950 million deal with
Russia for two frigates of Project 11,356
class for Indian Navy. 

In between, exclusive deals worth
almost `20,000 crore were also signed
by the IAF and the Indian Army for
ammunitions, spares and engines to
have enough reserve for 10 days of
intense fighting in case of any eventu-
ality. Many additional deals are in
pipeline including 200 Ka-226 and 48
Mi-17V5 helicopters, acquisition of 464
T-90 tanks and local production of AK
series rifles. Some are expected to be
signed soon. Further, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s diplomatic efforts
resulting in India being inducted into
the exclusive Missile Technology
Control Regime (MTCR) club and
being granted Strategic Trade
Authorisation (STA-1) status by the US
also helps the country to enhance the
range and quantum of warheads in
imported missiles and get access to crit-
ical and cutting-edge defence technolo-
gies hitherto restricted for India. 

Efforts over the last four years by
the Modi Government to modernise
India’s armed forces in spite of finan-
cial constraints and a huge backlog
deserve appreciation. 

(The writer is a New Delhi-based
strategic affairs analyst)

#MeToo: Clarion call to something bigger

Efforts over the last four years by the Modi Government to upgrade India's armed
forces despite financial constraints and a huge backlog deserve appreciation

Men should be educated about the nuances of their acts and the consequent impact that 

they have on a victim. Despite changes that are required in law, the movement should first ignite social change 

THERE WERE
ONLY TWO

CHOICES IN
FRONT OF

NARENDRA MODI
— EITHER

CONTINUE TO
PLAY POLITICS

OF DELAY ON BIG
TICKET DEFENCE

ACQUISITIONS
OR TAKE A

DECISIVE
APPROACH TO

MODERNISE THE
FORCES. THE

PRIME MINISTER
CHOSE THE

LATTER

I
first met Viktor Orbán, the not-quite-dictator of Hungary, in 1989

in Budapest — and the man who introduced us was none other

than George Soros. Orban was then a firebrand student leader,

anti-Communist and keen for Hungary to join the West. Soros,

a Hungarian refugee who became an American billionaire, was

devoting his time and money to finding and subsiding young

Eastern Europeans who would lead their countries into the

European Union and a liberal democratic future. But Orban is now

the Prime Minister of an ‘illiberal’ Hungarian Government that con-

trols the mass media and regards the EU as the enemy. In last

April’s election, he portrayed Soros as the Jewish evil genius who,

with the EU’s help, was planning to flood Hungary with Muslim

refugees and destroy the country’s culture and identity. That’s

ridiculous, but Orban won almost half the votes and more than

two-thirds of the seats in Parliament. Poland, a far bigger coun-

try, now also has a far-right, ‘illiberal’ government that is ultra-

nationalist and hostile to the EU (although both countries depend

heavily on EU subsidies).

The extremists are not yet in power in other Eastern European

countries, but similar trends are visible in the Czech Republic,

Slovakia and Romania. The dreams and hopes that drove the anti-

Communist revolutions of 1989 are not yet dead, but they are

definitely fading. What went wrong? These countries are among

the most ethnically homogenous in the world (due to the Holocaust

and the widespread ‘ethnic cleansing’ that followed both world

wars). They have admitted almost no refugees, yet their politics

is dominated by the fear of being swamped by them. 

It’s beyond bizarre, but Bulgarian political philosopher, Ivan

Krastev, has a persuasive explanation for it. He points out that the

question “isn’t so much where the nationalism has come from,

but where it’s been hiding all these years.” His answer is that it

was hiding in plain sight. During the 1970s and 1980s, the nation-

alists who wanted independence from Soviet rule, formed a close

alliance with the pro-Western activists who wanted a liberal, demo-

cratic future. From Poland to Bulgaria, the liberals and the nation-

alists worked together, and even after the overthrow of the

Communists in 1989, they continued to believe (or at least hope)

that democracy could accommodate them both.

Maybe it could have, but the nationalist wars that destroyed

the former Yugoslav federation in the 1990s put an end to the part-

nership. As Krastev says, the violence there persuaded liberals

that “nationalism was the very heart of darkness, and that flirt-

ing with it could only be sinful.” So, the liberals broke their alliances

with the nationalists, and for a while the nationalists went very

quiet. Nobody, not even Polish or Hungarian nationalists, want-

ed to be seen in the same light as monsters like Serbia’s Slobodan

Milosevic. But nationalism was the most powerful political force

in Eastern Europe throughout the 20th century, and it wasn’t going

to just fade away. It re-merged in the early 21st century, shorn

of its liberal associations with tolerance and diversity, as a major

political force in the region — and the driver behind it was what

Krastev calls “demographic panic”.

After 1989, many people in Eastern Europe not only aspired

to emulate the prosperous liberal democracies of Western Europe.

They actually wanted to live in them, and when their countries

joined the EU they acquired the right to free movement. If Poles

thought that life would be better in England, for example, they could

just move there and find work — and a million of them did. Since

1989, 27 percent of Latvia’s population has emigrated to Western

Europe, and Bulgaria has lost 21 percent. Hungary is not so hard

hit, but it has lost 3 percent of its population to Western Europe

in the past ten years — and almost all the emigrants are young,

leaving behind an aging population with a low birth rate. This is

the real source of the demographic panic, but it finds its political

expression in a paranoid fear that the country’s dwindling popu-

lation will be overrun by immigrants with a radically different cul-

ture, particularly refugees. It doesn’t matter that there are virtu-

ally no immigrants in Hungary, and that it’s about the last place

a refugee would want to go. In these matters, perception is all. 

The anti-immigrant hysteria is almost universal in Eastern

Europe, and it will bring more illiberal nationalist regimes to power

before it is finished. The remedy, if there is one, is for the liber-

als to acknowledge the nationalists’ concerns and rebuild the old

alliances with them without pandering to the panic. That’s not easy

to do, but it’s what every Western European democracy has actu-

ally been doing for generations. Although they’re not doing too

well with it at the moment themselves.

(The writer is an independent journalist)
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The anti-immigrant hysteria is almost universal
in Eastern Europe and it will bring more illiberal
nationalist regimes to power before it is finished

PATHIKRIT PAYNE

FOREIGNEYE

Brexit has changed the
atmosphere of political
debate in profoundly
damaging ways. For the
newly aggressive leave
vanguard, represented by a
clutch of think tanks, it has
legitimised their dangerous
heresy and redefined the
previous orthodoxy as being
biased and an out-of-touch
remain, liberal worldview. 

(The Guardian editorial)

MISSING LEGITIMACY
OF THINK TANKS
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With so much sugar coming
our way in beverages,

sweets and chocolates, your
teeth are going to bear the brunt
of this excess and you shall be
blamed you if they decay due to
carelessness. There is no doubt
that sugars form the perfect
medium for cavity-causing bac-
teria to grow which are then
responsible for tooth sensitivity
or pain. Good oral hygiene
habits like immediate rinsing
after sweets or brushing daily
before going to bed can surely
ensure prevention of cavities,”
opines Lt Gen (Rtd) Dr Vimal
Arora, chief clinical officer,
Clove Dental.

There are precautions that
will take care of your teeth.
“Ideally, we should avoid
having sweets before going

to bed as the bacteria affect our
teeth throughout the night and
fasten the process of decay,”
says Dr Priyanka Mathur, Clove
Dental. Hence, rinse your mouth
immediately after snacking and
meals to ensure that sweets do
not get stuck in between your
teeth. In case you feel, they do,
chew a sugar-free gum.

Another solution is to brush

the teeth after grabbing that lad-
doo. Eating and drinking food
with sugar weaken the enamel
on your teeth. You should first
rinse your mouth with luke-
warm water after you have had
a heavy dose of sugary intake.
Wait for an hour and then brush
your teeth. Allow your teeth to
settle, otherwise you could do
more damage than good. 

Dentists also advise to eat
milk products and chocolates
instead of sticky sweets. “You can
keep the stickiness in your teeth
away by having your desserts
before the meals,” adds Dr
Mathur. This will reduce the risk
of sweets staying stuck to your
teeth which causes cavities. Have
cheese after meal as this reduces
the chances of developing tooth
decay.

DOCYARD
DR SHREYASH GAJJAR

Consultant Arthroscopy &
Sports Orthopaedics
KOKILABEN DHIRUBHAI AMBANI

HOSPITAL, MUMBAI

Take care of

your bones

Women are more vulnerable to certain injuries like
Anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) tears and stress frac-
tures. Here’s why, what you can do to prevent these injuries,

and why women athletes should consider seeking care to main-
tain their health.

ACL
The most common injuries are ACL injuries and pain in the

front of the knee joint. Inappropriate mechanics during a squat.
As the athlete squats down the knee behind is in line with the
second toe which is the proper form of squat. Women often move
their knees inward and over the second toe when attempting to
squat. This shows weakness of the muscles on the outsides of
the hips. Women are also unable to control their knee position
when landing from any jumping activity. This causes their knees
to move forward and inward while landing, which puts them more
at risk for an ACL injury. Such injuries are five times more com-
mon in women than men. Knee stability comes from the hip.
Weakness at the hip will present as instability of the knee.

Prevention
With any injury, no prevention method is 100% guaranteed;

but some approaches can help to reduce your risk:
nBraces. Support braces may help to support ligaments and

keep the knee from twisting over overextending.
nTechnique. Women athletes can learn proper techniques

to land in stable positions that protect the knee.

PATELLOFEMORAL SYNDROME
This is characterised by soreness in the front of the knee and

around the patella (kneecap).
Symptoms include pain and
stiffness which makes difficult to
climb stairs or kneel.

OTHERS 
Ankle sprain: This is the

most common sports injury in
both men and women, but it's
particularly common among
women.

Shoulder troubles:
Examples include rotator cuff
problems (including tendon
inflammation, or tendinitis) and
instability.

Knee injuries: These
include irritation under the kneecap (called patellofemoral syn-
drome) and ligament damage (including tears to the ACL), which
is especially common among soccer and basketball players.

Stress fractures: These are especially common in the foot
or lower leg (tibia) among women with the "female athlete triad,"
a combination of inadequate calorie and nutrient intake, irreg-
ular menstrual periods, and bone loss. Eating disorders, includ-
ing anorexia nervosa, contribute to this triad.

Plantar fasciitis: Abnormal alignment of the foot and flat
feet may contribute to these small tears in the supporting tis-
sues along the arch and heel.

To avoid injury
Fortunately, women can take steps to reduce the chances

they'll suffer these injuries. The rate of ACL injuries may go down
if muscles are strengthened, especially the hamstrings and the
vastusmedialis. Training to change direction from both feet (rather
than one), training to land from jumps in a safer position, and
weight-lifting programmes that target specific muscles may also
prove effective. Bracing can help limit ankle sprains. Shoe inserts
may provide support and re-alignment for those prone to plan-
tar fasciitis or other foot injuries. 

Women can take
steps to reduce
the chances of

ACL injuries if the
muscles are

strengthened,
especially the

hamstrings
and the

vastusmedialis
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Eating fish like salmon, trout and sar-
dines can significantly reduce asthma
symptoms in children, a study led by

Australian researchers have found.
The results were in line with a growing

body of evidence that pointed to a
healthy diet being a potential

therapy for bronchial inflammation

FishTales

T
ULSI: Rich in vitamin A, C, calcium, zinc and iron, tulsi
helps the body fight all cold borne diseases like cough, cold,

sinusitis, pneumonia and all respiratory disorders. It is also a
powerful antiseptic and anti-malarial agent. Taken raw with
pepper and honey in empty stomach, it is an excellent remedy
for cough and cold. 

It acts as a detoxifying, cleansing and purifying agent — both
from within and without. Therefore, it is good for skin — both
when consumed and applied topically. It is also effective in treat-
ing skin disorders, itching and issues like ringworms.

It can be made into teas or can be had raw, powdered, paste
or in form herbal supplements. It has antibiotic, anti-viral, anti-
bacterial and anti-carcinogenic properties.

Helps relieve stress, strengthen immunity, and facilitate prop-
er digestion. Regular tulsi consumption can also aid in balanc-
ing various bodily processes. It counters elevated blood sugar
levels and is therefore beneficial for 
diabetics.

It helps in regulating uric
acid levels in body,
thereby, elimina-
tion risks of
developing kid-
ney stones. It is
also beneficial for
those who have kid-
ney stones. It is great for
healthy gums.

W A R M F O O D S

A
drink containing a compound that makes
tumour cells glow has helped surgeons
in Britain to spot and safely remove

brain cancer. The research was carried out
with patients who had suspected glioma, the
most common form of brain cancer.
Treatment usually involves surgery to remove
as much of the cancer as possible, but it can
be challenging for surgeons to identify all of
the cancer cells while avoiding healthy brain
tissue. 

The researchers used a compound called
5-aminolevulinic acid or 5-ALA, which glows
pink when a light is shone on it. Before
surgery, each patient was given a drink
containing 5-ALA. Surgeons then used
operating microscopes to help them look for
fluorescent tissue while removing tumours
from the patients' brains. The tissue they
removed was sent to the pathology lab where
scientists could confirm the accuracy of the
surgeons' work.

SLIMLINE

The cerebellum of
our brain that was
once believed only

limited to movement con-
trol has now been associat-
ed with playing a key role in higher func-
tions like attention, thinking, planning and
decision-making, researchers have found.

The cerebellum is like the person at
the end of an assembly line, the
researchers said, adding "it's where all your
thoughts and actions get refined and qual-
ity controlled."

The findings led by researchers at
Washington University in St. Louis
showed that the sensory networks —
vision, hearing and touch — are missing
from cerebellum’s functions.

Only 20 per cent of it is devoted to
movement, roughly the same amount as
in the cerebral cortex — the crumpled
outer layer of the brain, the remaining 80
per cent is occupied by networks involved
in higher-order cognition.

These include the attention network;
the default network, which has to do with
daydreaming, recalling memories and just
idly thinking; and two networks that over-
see executive functions such as decision-
making and planning.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Neuron, the team had access to more
than 10 hours of scans on each of 10 peo-
ple and used the cortex's networks as a
template to identify the networks in the
cerebellum.

— IANS

TIPTOP
STUDYCENTRE

People wait for this Festival
of Lights; there is an air of
happiness and celebra-

tion. But there is a flip to it as
well when it comes to breath-
ing clean air. During this time
several things combine togeth-
er to make the air poisonous.
But a few simple home reme-
dies can help reduce the ill-
effects. Here’s how:

We all know the benefits of
neem when it comes to treating
skin problems, but did you
know that the leaf can also be
used to reduce the effects. Boil
neem leaves in water. Take a
bath with this. It will help to
wash off the pollutants that
stick to your skin and hair.

Though the leaf is bitter
to taste, try eating four-

five leaves daily after
washing them

properly.
Tulsi is another leaf that

can come to your rescue. If

you don’t have a plant, buy it
today. It absorbs pollution.
Also, drink 10 ml of tulsi juice.

Eat garlic and onions. You
can cook your veggies with it to
help you boost immunity.

Include ginger in your diet.
Add grated ginger to your cup
of tea or chew a fresh piece with
a pinch of salt. 

Eat plenty of citrus fruits
like oranges. The Vitamin C not
only helps boost immunity, it
lessens the effects of air pollu-
tion as well.

Those living in Delhi are con-
stantly inhaling impure air due to

vehicular pollution. But the air
quality worsens from October

end. A few simple home remedies
can minimise the

ill-effects, says ROSHANI DEVI

After Jaipur and Ahmedabad, a
team of experts has now reached
the state of Madhya Pradesh to

conform Zika cases. The team from the
National Centre for Disease Control
and the Emergency Medical
Response has gone to the state
following information about
three persons being detected
with the virus.

The virus is transmitted
through the Aedes aegypti
mosquito. It causes fever, skin
rashes, conjunctivitis, muscle and
joint pain. The virus is harmful to preg-
nant women, as it can lead to micro-
cephaly, a condition in which a baby’s
head is significantly smaller than
expected, in newborn children. The
symptoms are akin to that of dengue
and it is a public health emergency.

Dr KK Aggarwal, president, HCFI,
said: “Last year in May, the WHO con-

firmed the first three cases of laborato-
ry-confirmed Zika virus infection in
India from Ahmedabad in Gujarat.
With other such similar cases, it seems
Zika is now here to stay in India. A

pregnant woman can pass Zika
virus to her fetus. Infection

during pregnancy can cause
serious birth defects such as
microcephaly and other con-
genital malformations, known

as congenital Zika syndrome.
Other complications include

pre-term birth and miscarriage.
Pregnancy loss due to asymptomatic
virus infection may be a common but
under-recognised adverse outcome
related to maternal virus infection.”

The virus infection is also a trigger
of Guillain-Barré syndrome, neuropa-
thy and myelitis, particularly in adults
and older children. The incubation
period is three to 14 days.

DadiKaKehna

FOR HEALTHY CELEBRATION

This festive season, don’t let health come in your way of celebrations. Follow these tips
related to respiratory problems, burns and eye care, says PIONEER HEALTH

With Air Quality Index at its
worst, it is time that we took
measures to breathe easy.

Here are a few health tips to follow
to protect yourself from the harmful
effects of pollution.

nVisit the doctor: Before the pollu-
tion affects your health, patients
with asthma and other respiratory
disorders should visit their doctors
for a check-up and adjust the med-
ication dose as per his advice if nec-
essary. 
nHealthy lifestyle: It is important
that the patient maintains a healthy
lifestyle throughout the year. It
includes good quality sleep, well-bal-
anced nutritious diet, regular intake
of water, regular exercise, breathing
exercises, pranayam and yoga, stress
reduction, avoiding smoking and
alcohol intake. Medication dose
should never be missed. A patient
who follows a disciplined lifestyle will
be able to cope up better with post
Diwali pollution. Control sweet
intake and stay well hydrated by reg-

ularly drinking water during this
month. 
nStay away from crackers: People
suffering from asthma and other res-
piratory disorders should complete-
ly avoid areas and functions where
there is too much pollution. Harmful
pollutants such as toxic metals, car-
bon dioxide, carbon monoxide, and
sulphur dioxide, which, along with
the smoke in the air, can trigger an
asthma attack in both children and

adults.
nAvoid polluted areas: It is also
advisable to avoid places with high
levels of pollution, as well as the use
of strong incense sticks and scented
candles. If you absolutely must go out
during this season, ensure that you're
carrying a handkerchief or a cloth,
when stepping out of the house. The
patients must carry their inhaler all
the time.
nKeep away from dust: During

this time, try to avoid being a part of
the cleaning, as the dust that is swept
up can trigger asthma attacks and
breathing problems. Keep your
inhaler handy at all times as a quick-
relief solution for breathlessness,
before visiting your doctor.
nTake a small holiday: If you find
yourself unable to avoid the present
situation in Delhi, get away from the
city. Take a short vacation to a hill sta-
tion or the seaside where the air is
cleaner and dust free.
nKeep emergency numbers handy:
Respiratory symptoms are aggra-
vated post Diwali. Hence, it is
extremely essential to keep emer-
gency ambulance numbers like
1298/108 and other local numbers
within reach. Calling for help at the
right time without losing valuable
minutes can decrease the level of
damage and raise the chances of
recovery and survival.  

To ensure a safe celebration for
all, as responsible individuals, one
should ensure to celebrate it eco-
friendly way. This will help make it
a truly happy festival, for yourself, as
well as the environment.
— Dr Santosh Datar, medical director, Ziqitza

Healthcare Ltd

Exposure to pollutants present in the smog
such as carbon monoxide, ozone, nitrogen
dioxide and sulphur dioxide can cause itch-

ing, watering, unclear vision, redness, dry eyes
and burning sensation. You are exposed to these
harmful pollutants every time you step out of
your home. Here are a few tips that can help you
enjoy this festive season:
nSplash of cold water: Always wash your eyes
with cold water every time you are back from
an outdoor site.
nMinimalise outdoor exposure: The protec-
tion you can give your eyes is from trying to
reduce exposure to smog. The
Government has issued adviso-
ry — avoid early morning out-
door walks as that is when
smog exposure tends to
peak. Protection from the
eyewear like large size
sunglasses is also not best
suited, as the polluting
fumes will find a way to get
in your eyes.
nCool down the inflamma-
tion: Using traditional methods
like placing cold cucumbers on your eyes, you
can cool down the inflammation and relax. You
can also use eye drops for lubrication as per rec-
ommendations from your doctor.
nStrict no to eye rubbing: Don’t rub your eyes
if any tiny pollutants enter. Immediately wash
it off with clean water.
nHave a healthy diet: Eat healthy and include
lots of carrots, almonds, green leafy vegetables,
fish and berries in your diet. These are very ben-
eficial for keeping the eyes healthy. Keeping
yourself hydrated is of utmost significance. Do
ensure that you keep yourself hydrated from
water and non-caffeinated drinks.
nBlink blink: While doing office work, regu-
larly blink your eyes. This will help in lubricat-
ing them. Take regular breaks from your screen
every 30-40 minutes. You can also close the win-
dows of your vehicles when stuck in traffic to
avoid direct exposure to the smog. 

The writer is Dr Sandeep Buttan, Global Technical Lead —
Eye Health Asia, at Sightsavers 

Research suggests that women and children are
more prone to burn injuries. Women usual-

ly wear loose fitting clothes such as sarees and
dupatta which catch fire easily and make them
susceptible to burn injuries. Children sustain burn
injuries while bursting crackers-unsupervised.
Even though Diwali is over they continue to burst
left-overs. Careless handling of firecrackers leads
to an increased incidence of injuries in their case.
India registers about 7 lakh to 8 lakh burn admis-
sions annually. When it comes to burns, preven-
tion is certainly better than cure. There are few
things that one can do to manage burn injuries:
nMinor burns sustained during cooking or from
fireworks can be treated at home. In such cases,
the burnt part should be immediately placed
under the tap water for 15 to 20 minutes.
nOnce it cools and the pain starts to subside, the
patient should consult a burn specialist who is
mostly a plastic surgeon in India. 
nFor major burns of larger proportions, the burnt
clothing is usually removed first and the patient
is covered with a clean sheet and taken to the hos-
pital. It is advised that no ointment or cream or

anything like toothpaste or ink be applied to the
burnt area as it makes it difficult for the special-
ist to identify the depth of burns. 
nThe process of cleaning the wound can further
damage the wound, so it's important to seek treat-
ment from a burn specialist, and if he/she is not
available, then a general surgeon can provide the
initial treatment.

— Dr Rajeev Ahuja senior consultant, plastic & cosmetic
surgery, Sir Gangaram Hospital, Delhi

SHASHWAT KEDIA
busts myths associated
with using contact
lenses

MYTHS ABOUT
CONTACT LENS

PNS n NEW DELHI

Contact lenses are great alternatives
to regular eye glasses for correct-
ing your vision problems. They are

also ideal for patients with active lifestyles
as they will not slip, fog or fall. But many
avoid wearing them because they of the
many myths associated with wearing
them. Here is the truth:

nMyth: The lenses will get lost behind
your eye. 
Truth: This will never happen as a thin
membrane called conjunctiva covers
your eyes, making it impossible for your
contact lenses to get lost behind them.

nMyth: They can pop out of your eyes.
Truth: Modern contacts fit closer to your
eyes, preventing them from falling out
even during physical activities.

nMyth: They require too much main-
tenance. 
Truth: One has to follow the easy
instructions provided by the eye special-
ists to make sure they stay clean before
one wears them.

nMyth: Contact lenses are uncomfort-
able to wear. 
Truth: One might have to adjust to them
at first, but they will get more comfort-
able over the time.

nMyth: They can get stuck inside your
eyes. 
Truth: The solution that comes with your
contact lenses keeps them moist, prevent-
ing them from sticking onto your eyes.
Following the simple instructions from
the lens company can make your tasks
smooth.

nMyth: Lenses can melt on your eyes. 
Truth: Only high temperatures can
melt the contact lenses, so they will not
easily melt while you are wearing them.
If you feel like your lenses are sticking
to your eyes, all you need to do is to add
more moisture.

nMyth: One should put in contacts
after putting your makeup on. 
Truth: It is always advised wearing con-
tacts before you apply any makeup, oil,
or primers. Your hands should also be
clean before you use your contacts. When
removing makeup, make sure you
remove the lenses first.

The writer is Founder-CEO, Lensico

EYE CARE DENTAL CARE

BREATHE EASY

T r e a t  t h a t  b u r n
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PTI n NEW DELHI

Retail inflation fell to a one-
year low of 3.31 per cent in

October on the back of cheap-
er kitchen staples, fruits and
protein-rich items, official data
released on Monday showed.

The inflation based on the
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
was 3.7 per cent in September
2018 and 3.58 per cent in
October 2017. 

The retail inflation number
is the lowest since September
2017 when it touched 3.28 per
cent.

The rate of price rise in the
food basket contracted by 0.86
per cent in October compared
to 0.51 per cent rise in
September, according to the
Central Statistics Office data.

Vegetable prices declined
by 8.06 per cent in October
against a 4.15 per cent contrac-
tion in September.

Inflation also slowed to
0.35 per cent in the fruit bas-
ket as against 1.12 per cent
recorded a month ago.

The retail inflation also
cooled in protein-rich items
like cereals, eggs, milk and
related products.

However, inflation quick-
ened to 8.55 per cent for the
‘fuel and light’ category against
8.47 per cent in the previous
month. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Industrial production grew at
the slowest pace in four

months at 4.5 per cent in
September mainly due to poor
performance of mining sector
and lower offtake of capital
goods.

The industrial production
measured in terms of Index of
Industrial Production (IIP) was
4.1 per cent in September 2017.

Sequentially, the factory
output growth for August was
revised slightly upward to 4.6
per cent from provisional figure
of 4.3 per cent, according to
Central Statistics Office (CSO)
data released on Monday.

The IIP was recorded at 6.9
per cent and 6.5 per cent in June
and July this year, respectively.
The previous low was record-
ed at 3.8 per cent in May this
year. 

The mining sector output
growth decelerated to 0.2 per
cent in September as against 7.6

per cent in the year-ago month.
Similarly, capital goods output
growth slowed to 5.8 per cent
in the month under review
from 8.7 per cent a year ago. 

However, the data showed
that the manufacturing sector
recorded a growth of 4.6 per
cent in September, up from 3.8
per cent a year ago. 

The electricity generation
too improved to 8.2 per cent in
the month from 3.4 per cent in
September 2017.

For April-September 2018,
the IIP growth came in at 5.1
per cent. The factory output rise
was 2.6 per cent in same peri-
od of the last fiscal. 

As per use-based classifica-
tion, the growth rates in
September 2018 over
September 2017 are 2.6 per cent
in primary goods, 1.4 per cent
in intermediate goods and 9.5
per cent in infrastructure/ con-
struction goods. 

The consumer durables and
consumer non-durables have

recorded growth of 5.2 per cent
and 6.1 per cent, respectively.

In terms of industries, 17
out of 23 industry groups in
manufacturing sector have
shown positive growth during
September 2018 as compared to
the corresponding month of the
previous year.

The industry group ‘man-
ufacture of furniture’ has shown
the highest positive growth of
32.8 per cent followed by 20.9
per cent in ‘manufacture of
wearing apparel’ and 20.6 per
cent in ‘manufacture of wood
and products of wood and
cork, except furniture; manu-
facture of articles of straw and
plaiting materials’. 

On the other hand, the
industry group ‘printing and
reproduction of recorded
media’ have shown the highest
negative growth of -12.9 per
cent followed by -10.7 per cent
in ‘other manufacturing’ and 
-7.3 per cent in ‘manufacture of
tobacco products’. 

PTI n MUMBAI

The equity benchmark
Sensex Monday dived
about 346 points owing

to an intense fag-end selling
mainly in auto and energy
stocks as fresh worries about
weakening rupee and rising
crude oil prices resurfaced.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty fell
by 103 points to 10,482.20
points.

The benchmark Brent
crude snapped its four-day los-
ing streak and rose 2.09 per
cent to 71.62 per barrel after
Saudi Arabia, the world’s top
crude exporter, said on Sunday
it would cut oil output from
next month, as major produc-
ers held a key meeting to dis-
cuss shoring up sliding prices.

Further impacting domes-
tic market sentiments, the
Indian rupee again breached
the 73-mark, dropping 57 paise
(intra-day) to 73.07 against
the dollar.  The rupee finally
settle at 72.89 against the US
currency, down 39 paise.

Besides, a caution pre-
vailed among investors ahead
of key macro data — index of
industrial production (IIP) for
September and CPI inflation
for October — released later in
the day.

Mixed leads from most
other Asian markets and a

lower opening of european
shares too fuelled the down-
trend.

“Markets failed to hold the
early gains and lost nearly a per
cent, pressurised by weak glob-
al cues. Participants were in
profit-taking mood from the
beginning and mostly sectoral
indices traded in tandem with
the benchmark index. The
decline was widespread and
broader market indices too
ended with loss of nearly a per-
cent each,” an analyst said. 

The 30-share Sensex
opened on a strong footing at
35,287.49 and advanced to
scale a high of 35,333.22 in line
with a firming trend at other
Asian markets and fresh
inflows of funds by foreign
investors.

However, profit-booking
by investors at better prices
wiped out initial gains and the
Sensex slipped to a low of
34,756.80 before settling 345.56
points, or 0.98 per cent, down
at 34,812.99. 

During the volatile ses-
sion, it swung over 576 points
on alternate bouts of hectic
buying and selling. The gauge
had lost 79.13 points on Friday.

The broader NSE Nifty
slipped below the 10,500-mark
by falling 103 points, or 0.97
per cent, at 10,482.20. It
touched a high of 10,645.50

and a low of 10,464.05 during
the day. Meanwhile, on a net
basis, foreign funds bought
shares worth a net `614.14
crore, while domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) sold
shares to the tune of `337.28
crore on Friday, provisional
data showed. 

Selling was more pro-
nounced in auto, oil and gas,
PSU and banking stocks which
dragged the indices into the
negative zone. 

Among Sensex con-
stituents, Tata Motors was the
worst hit, plunging 4.84 per
cent, followed by Hero
MotoCorp at 3.82 per cent.

Other laggards included
PowerGrid 2.87 per cent,
Maruti Suzuki 2.64 per cent,
Adani Ports 2.61 per cent,
Vedanta Ltd 2.59 per cent, Yes
Bank 2.24 per cent, M&M 2.06
per cent, SBI 1.86 per cent,
Bajaj Auto 1.80 per cent, Asian
Paint 1.74 per cent, Coal India
1.55 per cent, HDFC Bank
1.35 per cent and RIL 1.34 per
cent. Also, ITC Ltd, HDFC Ltd,
Sun Pharma, Axis Bank, Bharti
Airtel, NTPC, HUL, ICICI
Bank, IndusInd Bank, Wipro
and ONGC succumbed to sell-
ing pressure and lost up to 1.23
per cent.

In contrast, Tata Steel,
Kotak Bank, Infosys, TCS and
L&T emerged gainers, rising up

to 1.67 per cent.
Shares of oil marketing

companies and aviation oper-
ators came under selling pres-
sure after the international
benchmark Brent crude again
breached the USD 71-mark.
State-run HPCL, IOC and
BPCL lost up to 7 per cent. In
the aviation space, shares of Jet
Airways and Interglobe lost up
to 5.43 per cent.

Sector-wise, the BSE auto
index was the worst performer
by slumping 2.31 per cent, fol-
lowed by oil&gas 1.94 per cent,
PSU 1.92 per cent, power 1.86
per cent, realty 1.60 per cent,
metal 1.33 per cent, infrastruc-
ture 1.03 per cent, bankex 0.84
per cent, FMCG 0.75 per cent,
healthcare 0.72 per cent and
capital goods 0.43 per cent.

However, consumer
durables index remained on the
top by rising 1.38 per cent and
IT by 0.46 per cent.

Globally, in the Asian
region, Korea’s KOSPI fell 0.27
per cent, while Japan’s Nikkei
moved up 0.09 per cent.
Shanghai Composite Index
rose 1.22 per cent and Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng gained 0.12
per cent. In the euro zone,
Frankfurt’s DAX was down
0.78 per cent and Paris CAC 40
fell 0.28 per cent in their early
trade. London’s FTSE, howev-
er, was up 0.18 per cent. 

New Delhi (PTI): Bank of India on Monday
reported a net loss of ̀ 1,156.25 crore for the quar-
ter ending September due to a jump in provisions
for bad loans. The bank had posted a net profit
of `179.07 crore in the corresponding July-
September period of the last fiscal. It had a net
profit of ̀ 95.11 crore in the April-June quarter of
the 2018-19 fiscal. Total income of the bank fell

to `10,800.24 crore during the quarter ending
September from ̀ 11,600.47 crore in the same peri-
od of 2017-18, according to a regulatory filing by
Bank of India. Provisions towards bad loans rose
to `2,827.62 crore in the July-September quarter
of 2018-19 from `1,866.82 crore in the year-ago
quarter. Its gross non-performing assets hit
16.36% of gross advances by September-end 2018.

BoI registers net loss of `1,156 cr in Q2

Sensex tumbles 346 pts as crude

prices, rupee concerns weigh

Retail inflation 
fell to year-low 
of 3.31 pc in 
October

Industrial growth slipped to 

4-mth low of 4.5 pc in Sept

Script Last Abs Change
Traded Price Change %
3MINDIA 20386.6 -63.25 -0.31
8KMILES 96.65 4.6 5
AARTIIND 1390 3.45 0.25
ABB 1309.15 -4 -0.3
ABBOTINDIA 7432.65 -123.5 -1.63
ABCAPITAL 101.8 -1 -0.97
ABFRL 192.5 3.2 1.69
ACC 1441.95 -24.25 -1.65
ADANIPORTS 328.05 -8.8 -2.61
ADANIPOWER 48.15 -1.8 -3.6
ADANITRANS 172.95 -3.65 -2.07
ADVENZYMES 187 -3.2 -1.68
AEGISLOG 218 2.85 1.32
AIAENG 1675 -74.8 -4.27
AJANTPHARM 1075.6 -5.3 -0.49
AKZOINDIA 1590 -8.5 -0.53
ALBK 41.75 -2.15 -4.9
ALKEM 1960.1 58.45 3.07
ALLCARGO 106.2 -2.4 -2.21
AMARAJABAT 754.7 -17.1 -2.22
AMBUJACEM 202.75 -2.5 -1.22
ANDHRABANK 29.9 -0.1 -0.33
APARINDS 606 1.2 0.2
APLAPOLLO 1262 -6.1 -0.48
APLLTD 589.5 -2 -0.34
APOLLOHOSP 1145 -0.3 -0.03
APOLLOTYRE 215.95 -5.55 -2.51
ARVIND 312.7 -7.2 -2.25
ASAHIINDIA 284 -4.05 -1.41
ASHOKA 122.65 0.75 0.62
ASHOKLEY 118.1 -0.3 -0.25
ASIANPAINT 1275.55 -22.65 -1.74
ASTRAL 950.85 -16.45 -1.7
ATUL 3385 11.7 0.35
AUBANK 548 -2.2 -0.4
AUROPHARMA 798.3 -15 -1.84
AVANTI 375.1 -47.55 -11.25
AXISBANK 606.2 -6.4 -1.04
BAJAJ-AUTO 2647 -48.65 -1.8
BAJAJCORP 350.5 -4.9 -1.38
BAJAJELEC 498.05 -5.5 -1.09
BAJAJFINSV 5558.75 -129.75 -2.28
BAJAJHLDNG 2765.05 -37.75 -1.35
BAJFINANCE 2279.8 -96.1 -4.04
BALKRISIND 948.4 14.65 1.57
BALMLAWRIE 203 0.55 0.27
BALRAMCHIN 117.5 8.6 7.9
BANDHANBNK 426.95 -5.85 -1.35
BANKBARODA 109.4 -2 -1.8
BANKINDIA 87.25 -4.45 -4.85
BASF 1598 -22.1 -1.36
BATAINDIA 1019.7 -7.3 -0.71
BAYERCROP 4028 81.5 2.07
BBTC 1408.9 23.4 1.69
BEL 95.2 -3.5 -3.55
BEML 718.5 -8.9 -1.22
BERGEPAINT 301.4 -7.6 -2.46
BHARATFIN 920 -3.95 -0.43
BHARATFORG 586.95 1.8 0.31
BHARTIARTL 295.35 -3.1 -1.04
BHEL 68.9 -1 -1.43
BIOCON 626.55 -13.85 -2.16
BIRLACORPN 637.75 10.65 1.7
BLISSGVS 170 -2.9 -1.68
BLUEDART 2900 -53 -1.79
BLUESTARCO 557.45 -25.9 -4.44
BOMDYEING 119 2.85 2.45
BOSCHLTD 19619.95 -194.3 -0.98
BPCL 291.2 -5.55 -1.87
BRITANNIA 5753.8 -0.05 0
CADILAHC 356.65 -3.7 -1.03
CANBK 238 -8.5 -3.45
CANFINHOME 275.3 -6.4 -2.27
CAPF 485.5 -6.8 -1.38
CAPPL 438.2 0.6 0.14
CARBORUNIV 359.35 3.35 0.94
CARERATING 1051.9 -31.1 -2.87
CASTROLIND 146.45 -2.95 -1.97
CCL 267.6 -10.3 -3.71
CEATLTD 1194.7 -35.4 -2.88
CENTRALBK 31.65 -0.75 -2.31
CENTRUM 39.45 -0.75 -1.87
CENTURYPLY 171.8 -6.65 -3.73
CENTURYTEX 876.55 -15.95 -1.79
CERA 2365.05 -23.6 -0.99
CGPOWER 35.3 -0.75 -2.08
CHAMBLFERT 141.8 -0.65 -0.46
CHENNPETRO 268.65 -1.15 -0.43
CHOLAFIN 1317.75 7.35 0.56
CIPLA 531.9 5.1 0.97
COALINDIA 264.05 -4.15 -1.55
COCHINSHIP 386.7 -0.9 -0.23
COFFEEDAY 284.5 -1.15 -0.4
COLPAL 1096.7 -8.8 -0.8
CONCOR 642.45 -25.9 -3.88

COROMANDEL 417.45 -6.9 -1.63
CORPBANK 27.05 -0.4 -1.46
CRISIL 1498 -10.65 -0.71
CROMPTON 210.05 -4.4 -2.05
CUB 164.95 0.15 0.09
CUMMINSIND 795 16.2 2.08
CYIENT 643 -11.25 -1.72
DABUR 375.4 -0.7 -0.19
DALMIABHA 2106.15 -91.8 -4.18
DBCORP 170.55 0.65 0.38
DBL 407.55 -5.85 -1.42

DCBBANK 157.85 -7.8 -4.71
DCMSHRIRAM 429.05 6.4 1.51
DEEPAKFERT 212.2 -2 -0.93
DEEPAKNI 269 -5.75 -2.09
DELTACORP 234.85 -5.1 -2.13
DENABANK 16.9 -0.45 -2.59
DHANUKA 405 4.05 1.01
DHFL 241.7 9.2 3.96
DISHTV 41.4 -0.55 -1.31
DIVISLAB 1510.6 -40.1 -2.59
DLF 171 -3.3 -1.89
DMART 1390.9 -5.3 -0.38
DRREDDY 2416 9.15 0.38
ECLERX 1072 -34.05 -3.08
EDELWEISS 167.15 -5.85 -3.38
EICHERMOT 21900 -602 -2.68
EIDPARRY 239 5.3 2.27
EIHOTEL 167.45 -2.65 -1.56
ELGIEQUIP 247.05 -7.1 -2.79
EMAMILTD 433.25 11.35 2.69
ENDURANCE 1279 -12.7 -0.98
ENGINERSIN 120.6 -0.9 -0.74
ENIL 621 -9 -1.43
EQUITAS 108.1 0.65 0.6
ERIS 595 -14.45 -2.37
ESCORTS 653.05 -12.15 -1.83
ESSELPRO 86.3 -0.7 -0.8
EVEREADY 192.35 -0.2 -0.1
EXIDEIND 253.45 -3.2 -1.25
FCONSUMER 49.3 0.6 1.23
FDC 205 3.6 1.79
FEDERALBNK 80.1 -1.35 -1.66
FINCABLES 510.4 -16.5 -3.13
FINOLEXIND 515 -3.6 -0.69
FLFL 364.65 -3.2 -0.87
FORBESCO 2085.1 -43.6 -2.05
FORCEMOT 1859.6 -52.9 -2.77
FORTIS 139.9 -0.75 -0.53
FRETAIL 508.75 15.85 3.22
FSL 57.25 -0.4 -0.69
GAIL 365 -2.75 -0.75
GDL 157.5 1.55 0.99
GEPIL 854.95 13.35 1.59
GESHIP 292.3 -5.55 -1.86
GET&D 228.55 -7.25 -3.07
GHCL 219.8 0 0
GICHSGFIN 260.7 0.3 0.12
GICRE 325.25 -0.5 -0.15
GILLETTE 6500 23.4 0.36
GLAXO 1399.9 -26.05 -1.83
GLENMARK 664 -10.3 -1.53
GMDCLTD 86.55 0.2 0.23
GMRINFRA 16.2 -0.6 -3.57
GNFC 363.2 -10.75 -2.87
GODFRYPHLP 837.35 -16.15 -1.89
GODREJAGRO 528.2 1.7 0.32
GODREJCP 695 1.1 0.16
GODREJIND 462 -8.6 -1.83
GODREJPROP 607.1 -10.3 -1.67
GPPL 101.05 -1.05 -1.03
GRANULES 102.3 -2.9 -2.76
GRAPHITE 997.45 2.65 0.27

GRASIM 859.9 -5.95 -0.69
GREAVESCOT 122 0 0
GREENPLY 144.65 -6.45 -4.27
GRINDWELL 487 1.55 0.32
GRUH 294.45 -2.35 -0.79
GSFC 108.25 -6.65 -5.79
GSKCONS 7233.55 82.8 1.16
GSPL 183.25 -5.65 -2.99
GUJALKALI 597 -7.45 -1.23
GUJFLUORO 916.2 18.95 2.11
GUJGAS 637 -6.5 -1.01

GULFOILLUB 760 -0.15 -0.02
HAL 891 -28.2 -3.07
HATSUN 606.1 -14.15 -2.28
HAVELLS 653.15 5.65 0.87
HCC 14.26 -0.27 -1.86
HCLTECH 1033.4 4.4 0.43
HDFC 1795.05 -21.85 -1.2
HDFCBANK 1923.35 -26.3 -1.35
HDFCLIFE 398.35 -2.5 -0.62
HDIL 21.35 -0.1 -0.47
HEG 4171.5 -13.75 -0.33
HEIDELBERG 150.5 -2.15 -1.41
HERITGFOOD 521.65 -11.25 -2.11
HEROMOTOCO 2837.5 -112.55 -3.82
HEXAWARE 315.55 -4.1 -1.28
HFCL 20.35 -0.85 -4.01
HIMATSEIDE 253.5 -0.1 -0.04
HINDALCO 229.45 -9.15 -3.83
HINDCOPPER 51.7 -1.1 -2.08
HINDPETRO 225.6 -15 -6.23
HINDUNILVR 1658 -14.55 -0.87
HINDZINC 264 -0.05 -0.02
HONAUT 20382 -69.1 -0.34
HSCL 140.9 -1 -0.7
HSIL 255.9 -6.3 -2.4
HUDCO 44.85 -1 -2.18
IBREALEST 94.25 0.85 0.91
IBULHSGFIN 862.95 1.1 0.13
IBVENTURES 425.75 -8.5 -1.96
ICICIBANK 352.3 -3.5 -0.98
ICICIGI 822.5 -23.5 -2.78
ICICIPRULI 349 -8.85 -2.47
ICIL 62.7 -1.75 -2.72
IDBI 60.25 -1 -1.63
IDEA 40.7 -1.4 -3.33
IDFC 38.15 -1 -2.55
IDFCBANK 36.15 -0.3 -0.82
IEX 159 0.15 0.09
IFBIND 901.2 1.4 0.16
IFCI 14.2 -0.45 -3.07
IGL 275.6 0.85 0.31
IL&FSTRANS 19.1 0 0
INDHOTEL 130.65 -1.2 -0.91
INDIACEM 91.1 -5.95 -6.13
INDIANB 222.3 -7.1 -3.1
INDIGO 952 -39.35 -3.97
INDUSINDBK 1491.65 -5.2 -0.35
INFIBEAM 56.1 -2.2 -3.77
INFRATEL 258.65 -9.85 -3.67
INFY 664.45 3 0.45
INOXLEISUR 218.95 -4.05 -1.82
INOXWIND 86.95 -2.35 -2.63
INTELLECT 257.05 -7.35 -2.78
IOB 14.5 -0.4 -2.68
IOC 135.25 -6.5 -4.59
IPCALAB 712.9 9.75 1.39
IRB 140.15 1.3 0.94
ISGEC 5355 -113.15 -2.07
ITC 273.85 -3.4 -1.23
ITDC 307.1 -13.45 -4.2
ITDCEM 116.7 1.95 1.7
ITI 92.5 -8.5 -8.42

J&KBANK 41.3 -0.65 -1.55
JAGRAN 112.5 -0.1 -0.09
JAICORPLTD 118.7 3.45 2.99
JAMNAAUTO 75.4 -2.45 -3.15
JBCHEPHARM 307.35 -0.85 -0.28
JCHAC 1766 -55.95 -3.07
JETAIRWAYS 242.05 -15.35 -5.96
JINDALSAW 86.95 -0.45 -0.51
JINDALSTEL 181.05 -3.1 -1.68
ZYDUSWELL 1160 -11.5 -0.98
KRBL 348 8.8 2.59

KSCL 501.65 -25.7 -4.87
KTKBANK 105.15 -2.3 -2.14
KWALITY 8.11 0.38 4.92
L&TFH 133.05 -3.15 -2.31
LAKSHVILAS 89.8 -0.9 -0.99
LALPATHLAB 837.95 -28.55 -3.29
LAOPALA 222.7 -1.35 -0.6
LAURUSLABS 365.4 -1.55 -0.42
LAXMIMACH* 5829 -52.6 -0.89
LICHSGFIN 430.25 -6.55 -1.5
LINDEINDIA 596.95 14.3 2.45
LT 1367 0.3 0.02
LTI 1701 -14.35 -0.84
LTTS 1650.5 -15.1 -0.91
LUPIN 860.5 6.3 0.74
LUXIND 1564.95 -17.7 -1.12
M&M 780.3 -16.4 -2.06
M&MFIN 432 2.05 0.48
MAGMA 109.85 -4.6 -4.02
MAHABANK 13.73 -0.05 -0.36
MAHINDCIE 265.85 0.5 0.19
MAHLIFE 407.5 -6.75 -1.63
MANAPPURAM 84.65 -0.3 -0.35
MANPASAND 91 -0.2 -0.22
MARICO 338 -2.35 -0.69
MARUTI 7073.9 -191.6 -2.64
MAXINDIA 71 -1 -1.39
MCX 706.8 -0.75 -0.11
MEGH 69.45 2.6 3.89
MFSL 403.75 -1.8 -0.44
MGL 858.3 13.75 1.63
MHRIL 225 2.15 0.96
MINDACORP 134 -4.6 -3.32
MINDAIND 347.55 1.2 0.35
MINDTREE 863.45 11.9 1.4
MMTC 30.1 -0.45 -1.47
MOIL 176.7 -0.25 -0.14
MONSANTO 2572 -25.95 -1
MOTHERSUMI 164.15 -6.55 -3.84
MOTILALOFS 657 -24.8 -3.64
MPHASIS 967.95 21.85 2.31
MRF 65001 -1312.9 -1.98
MRPL 80.55 -2.2 -2.66
MUTHOOTFIN 450.75 -6.45 -1.41
NATCOPHARM 747 -8.05 -1.07
NATIONALUM 69.45 -0.9 -1.28
NAUKRI 1367.75 -35.25 -2.51
NAVINFLUOR 660 -1.75 -0.26
NAVKARCORP 63.55 -1.3 -2
NAVNETEDUL 111.45 -1.9 -1.68
NBCC 66.35 0.7 1.07
NBVENTURES 118 -0.25 -0.21
NCC 82.9 -0.5 -0.6
NESTLEIND 10116.5 -107.55 -1.05
NETWORK18 40.4 -0.3 -0.74
NH 242 -1.75 -0.72
NHPC 26.7 0.4 1.52
NIACL 229.5 3.15 1.39
NIITTECH 1193.25 21.55 1.84
NILKAMAL 1557.6 -11.35 -0.72
NLCINDIA 80.55 -0.65 -0.8
NMDC 106.95 -3.2 -2.91

NOCIL 175.8 5.05 2.96
NTPC 152.8 -1.5 -0.97
OBEROIRLTY 412.8 -9.1 -2.16
OFSS 3525.35 -31.5 -0.89
OIL 198.95 -0.65 -0.33
OMAXE 210.65 -1.7 -0.8
ONGC 156 -0.45 -0.29
ORIENTBANK 79.9 -7.55 -8.63
ORIENTCEM 86.55 -4.2 -4.63
PAGEIND 29425.55 -764.5 -2.53
PARAGMILK 245.05 -5.8 -2.31
PCJEWELLER 90.45 -1.4 -1.52
PEL 2271.75 -16.05 -0.7
PERSISTENT 551.3 -7.85 -1.4
PETRONET 218.95 -5.85 -2.6
PFC 100.5 -2.9 -2.8
PFIZER 2795 -50.8 -1.79
PFS 15.85 -0.45 -2.76
PGHH 9640 -73.95 -0.76
PHILIPCARB 220.9 1.6 0.73
PHOENIXLTD 598.45 -0.5 -0.08
PIDILITIND 1019.7 -18.5 -1.78
PIIND 826.95 -18.7 -2.21
PNB 70.15 -1.5 -2.09
PNBHOUSING 957 28.25 3.04
PNCINFRA 148.5 5.8 4.06
POWERGRID 186 -5.5 -2.87
PRESTIGE 185.85 -4.4 -2.31
PRSMJOHNSN 87.5 -1.65 -1.85
PTC 79.25 -0.5 -0.63
PVR 1390.25 -56.85 -3.93
QUESS 788 5.4 0.69
RADICO 409.65 16.95 4.32
RAIN 184.8 -3.55 -1.88
RAJESHEXPO 564 -14.1 -2.44
RALLIS 172.45 3.75 2.22
RAMCOCEM 605 -19 -3.04
RATNAMANI 890 2.4 0.27
RAYMOND 765.4 -1.05 -0.14
RBLBANK 546.4 -5.2 -0.94
RCF 62.95 0.3 0.48
RCOM 13.87 -0.33 -2.32
RECLTD 121.85 -2.15 -1.73
REDINGTON 90.2 -2.15 -2.33
RELAXO 783.5 -7.6 -0.96
RELCAPITAL 258.25 -3.35 -1.28
RELIANCE 1078.75 -14.6 -1.34
RELINFRA 348 -7.05 -1.99
REPCOHOME 410.8 11.95 3
RNAM 166.45 -3.9 -2.29
RNAVAL 13.83 -0.1 -0.72
RPOWER 30.55 -0.9 -2.86
SADBHAV 219.5 1.4 0.64
SAIL 65.5 -0.55 -0.83
SANOFI 6149.95 30.85 0.5
SBILIFE 578 4.9 0.85
SBIN 277.75 -5.25 -1.86

SCHAEFFLER 5400 -49.6 -0.91
SCHNEIDER 107.95 5.7 5.57
SCI 45.45 -2.05 -4.32
SFL 1399 -22.15 -1.56
SHANKARA 1000 -33.3 -3.22
SHARDACROP 320 -1.55 -0.48
SHILPAMED 391.4 -10.05 -2.5
SHK 193.6 -0.4 -0.21
SHOPERSTOP 500 -8.2 -1.61

SHREECEM 15391 -42.55 -0.28
SHRIRAMCIT 1541 15 0.98
SIEMENS 911.95 -37.1 -3.91
SIS 820 -54.5 -6.23
SJVN 28.05 -0.85 -2.94
SKFINDIA 1808.5 4.5 0.25
SOBHA 445.65 -19.4 -4.17
SOLARINDS 1001 -13.3 -1.31
SOMANYCERA 322 -4.85 -1.48
SONATSOFTW 338.05 3.05 0.91
SOUTHBANK 15.16 -0.33 -2.13
SPARC 289.9 -6.2 -2.09
SPICEJET 80.6 -2.95 -3.53
SREINFRA 37.45 -1.95 -4.95
SRF 2021.5 -62.9 -3.02
SRTRANSFIN 1215 -14 -1.14
STARCEMENT 101.95 0.95 0.94
STRTECH 377.05 -7.15 -1.86
SUDARSCHEM 360 -10.05 -2.72
SUNCLAYLTD 3613.95 -117.65 -3.15
SUNDRMFAST 543 -0.7 -0.13
SUNPHARMA 589.55 -6.35 -1.07
SUNTECK 335.35 -3.5 -1.03
SUNTV 617.25 -5.05 -0.81
SUPPETRO 218.7 -0.65 -0.3
SUPRAJIT 232.85 1.7 0.74
SUPREMEIND 1000.8 5.95 0.6
SUVEN 253.85 -1.85 -0.72
SUZLON 6.05 -0.15 -2.42
SWANENERGY 102.55 0.75 0.74
SYMPHONY 955.1 -12.1 -1.25
SYNDIBANK 34.55 -1.1 -3.09
SYNGENE 586.65 -0.35 -0.06
TAKE 159.5 9.55 6.37
TATACHEM 698.35 -0.6 -0.09
TATACOFFEE 98.3 0.25 0.25
TATACOMM 512.25 -1.8 -0.35
TATAELXSI 996.55 -31.75 -3.09
TATAGLOBAL 214.4 4.35 2.07
TATAINVEST 704.3 0.3 0.04
TATAMETALI 647.5 -7.1 -1.08
TATAMOTORS 185.95 -9.45 -4.84
TATAMTRDVR 101.75 -3.25 -3.1
TATAPOWER 74.35 -1.45 -1.91
TATASTEEL 582.9 9.6 1.67
TCS 1915.9 6.1 0.32
TEAMLEASE 2870 184.6 6.87
TECHM 724.55 18.75 2.66
TEJASNET 259.55 -2.65 -1.01
TEXRAIL 66.2 -0.55 -0.82
THERMAX 1043.95 -9.55 -0.91
THOMASCOOK 217.05 2.15 1
THYROCARE 550.6 -0.8 -0.15
TIFHL 484.9 2.55 0.53
TIMETECHNO 124.15 -2.25 -1.78
TIMKEN 521.45 -5.7 -1.08
TITAN 892.8 44.8 5.28
TNPL 284.4 -3.3 -1.15
TORNTPHARM 1647.55 2.45 0.15
TORNTPOWER 259.05 -9.25 -3.45
TRENT 324 -3.5 -1.07
TRIDENT 71.1 0.95 1.35
TRITURBINE 111.75 -1.4 -1.24
TTKPRESTIG 6951.75 -58.9 -0.84
TV18BRDCST 37.45 -0.95 -2.47
TVSMOTOR 540 -17.2 -3.09
TVSSRICHAK 2583 7.65 0.3
TVTODAY 374.95 -5.15 -1.35
UBL 1275.6 13.85 1.1
UCOBANK 20.2 -0.9 -4.27
UFLEX 308.7 9.6 3.21
UJJIVAN 207 -4.65 -2.2
ULTRACEMCO 3731.35 -69.8 -1.84
UNICHEMLAB 214 -3.75 -1.72
UNIONBANK 78.45 -3.35 -4.1
UPL 732.75 -7.8 -1.05
VBL 793.05 33.35 4.39
VEDL 203.45 -5.4 -2.59
VENKYS 2377.4 -1.05 -0.04
VGUARD 191.95 -4.4 -2.24
VIJAYABANK 42.35 -0.45 -1.05
VINATIORGA 1521.45 15.25 1.01
VIPIND 439 -11.55 -2.56
VMART 2232 -34.25 -1.51
VOLTAS 535 -3.2 -0.59
VTL 1049.3 -9.9 -0.93
WABAG 294.95 -0.3 -0.1
WABCOINDIA 6796.95 -47.95 -0.7
WELCORP 148.65 -3.9 -2.56
WELSPUNIND 60.95 -0.35 -0.57
WHIRLPOOL 1440 -35.3 -2.39
WIPRO 323.8 -1.1 -0.34
WOCKPHARMA 568.25 47 9.02
YESBANK 222.75 -5.1 -2.24
ZEEL 438.25 -12.25 -2.72
ZENSARTECH 247 0.8 0.32
ZYDUSWELL 1160 -11.5 -0.98

NIFTY 50

SCRIP OPEN HIGH LOW LTP CHANGE
TITAN 857 901.5 843.2 898.4 50.75
TECHM 707.2 731.35 693.1 723.95 16.75
TATASTEEL 573.55 589.7 572.15 583.25 11.05
KOTAKBANK 1,139.00 1,161.95 1,138.15 1,153.00 17.45
HCLTECH 1,032.45 1,059.00 1,032.05 1,039.05 11.15
INFY 666 676.4 662.3 665.05 5.55
DRREDDY 2,413.90 2,437.85 2,395.00 2,418.20 18.2
CIPLA 530 541.9 529.05 530.8 3.85
TCS 1,908.50 1,946.10 1,908.50 1,917.80 8.6
LT 1,372.90 1,384.50 1,362.00 1,368.00 -0.6
WIPRO 324.75 326.5 321.8 324.6 -0.25
ONGC 156.95 158.4 155.35 156.05 -0.35
GRASIM 868 874.4 849 865 -3
IBULHSGFIN 863 879.95 850.1 859.1 -3.05
UPL 740 751.7 730.3 736.5 -3.5
INDUSINDBK 1,501.90 1,519.00 1,478.20 1,486.10 -8.8
GAIL 369 372.5 364 364.5 -2.85
AXISBANK 612.55 618.5 604.8 608 -5.2
NTPC 154.3 155.45 152.5 152.95 -1.5
HINDUNILVR 1,672.00 1,681.95 1,649.20 1,656.00 -16.6
HDFC 1,817.10 1,838.45 1,789.35 1,797.00 -19.1
JSWSTEEL 346.45 354.35 343.05 343.85 -3.65
ITC 277.8 278.2 273.25 274.2 -3.05
ASIANPAINT 1,295.00 1,314.90 1,275.15 1,281.00 -14.6
ICICIBANK 356 358.2 351.5 352.75 -4.1
BHARTIARTL 301 305 294 296.25 -3.5
HDFCBANK 1,951.50 1,962.00 1,917.15 1,920.85 -24.55
SUNPHARMA 600.4 601 587 588.4 -9.05
RELIANCE 1,097.70 1,098.80 1,074.55 1,076.00 -17.45
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,700.00 2,726.00 2,640.95 2,649.45 -43.6
COALINDIA 270 271.4 263.2 264 -4.45
BPCL 294.5 301.15 290.05 290.8 -6.05
M&M 798 807.7 778.1 778.6 -16.65
SBIN 283.7 283.7 276.85 277.2 -6.05
POWERGRID 191.5 192.9 184.25 187.4 -4.3
YESBANK 230 230.85 221.1 222.4 -5.5
ULTRACEMCO 3,821.90 3,889.85 3,712.30 3,724.45 -93.4
BAJAJFINSV 5,705.00 5,783.00 5,516.50 5,541.00 -160.4
ADANIPORTS 339 344.7 327.3 327.7 -9.9
VEDL 209.75 210.9 202.25 202.85 -6.2
EICHERMOT 22,370.00 22,495.25 21,820.40 21,822.05 -673.2
ZEEL 447.1 449.9 435.05 436.55 -13.6
INFRATEL 267.95 268.8 257.45 257.8 -8.05
MARUTI 7,300.00 7,352.50 7,052.00 7,057.70 -225.8
BAJFINANCE 2,375.35 2,385.00 2,270.00 2,280.00 -95.35
HINDALCO 238.4 240 228.3 229.1 -9.7
HEROMOTOCO 2,958.85 2,976.50 2,820.10 2,834.00 -122.7
IOC 141.6 141.6 134.25 135.2 -6.45
TATAMOTORS 194.45 194.45 185.2 186.3 -8.95
HINDPETRO 238.75 238.85 223.15 224 -17.3

SE 500B

NIFTY NEXT 50

SCRIP OPEN HIGH LOW LTP CHANGE
NIACL 227.65 238.2 226.9 230.9 4.65
MCDOWELL-N 626 641.8 625.2 637.1 11.65
HAVELLS 649.5 658.65 644.15 653 6.45
NHPC 26.95 27.3 26.6 26.7 0.25
SHREECEM 15,386.90 15,760.00 15,259.95 15,510.15 120.8
LUPIN 858 876.8 853.1 859.25 4.35
BRITANNIA 5,767.50 5,822.40 5,583.40 5,765.00 18.55
ASHOKLEY 118.6 119.35 116.05 118.4 0.15
SBILIFE 572 582.75 570.45 575 0.15
MARICO 339.8 349 337.85 338.2 -0.25
GODREJCP 700 703.8 689.4 693.35 -1.5
OIL 200.75 200.75 195.75 198.6 -0.65
ABCAPITAL 102.75 103.45 101 102.15 -0.35
DABUR 378 383.45 374.5 375.8 -1.4
ABB 1,321.00 1,321.00 1,300.00 1,303.00 -5.05
HINDZINC 264.8 266.7 262.85 263.1 -1.15
DMART 1,407.00 1,425.00 1,385.50 1,389.90 -6.85
SAIL 66.1 67.05 65.4 65.5 -0.4
COLPAL 1,104.40 1,113.55 1,088.00 1,096.50 -7.9
PEL 2,292.80 2,339.00 2,268.00 2,273.00 -17.8
SRTRANSFIN 1,230.00 1,251.75 1,212.55 1,218.00 -11.85
SUNTV 624.95 632.65 615.1 617.75 -6.05
GICRE 327.5 329.75 320.35 324 -3.4
HDFCLIFE 402.4 402.45 395.1 397 -4.35
LICHSGFIN 436.75 443.45 429.6 431.5 -4.75
OFSS 3,569.90 3,575.20 3,491.00 3,518.00 -39.35
CADILAHC 360 365.8 354.55 356.2 -4.05
AMBUJACEM 205.9 208.4 201.8 202.45 -2.85
BOSCHLTD 19,919.00 19,950.00 19,510.00 19,551.00 -295.2
BANDHANBNK 432 438.7 423.1 424.95 -6.55
PIDILITIND 1,046.95 1,049.55 1,015.00 1,025.10 -16.9
PGHH 9,700.20 9,849.95 9,590.95 9,595.00 -166.3
MRF 66,345.00 66,985.05 65,060.50 65,110.10 -1,235.00
BHEL 70 70.55 68.5 68.7 -1.3
DLF 175.5 176.15 170.8 171 -3.35
BANKBARODA 111.5 111.95 108.85 109.2 -2.3
AUROPHARMA 819 822.2 790.5 798 -17.3
ACC 1,464.95 1,473.05 1,432.05 1,432.85 -31.2
BIOCON 648.3 650 622.95 625.5 -15.2
L&TFH 135.9 136.6 132.4 132.6 -3.3
ICICIPRULI 358.5 362 347.35 349 -9.45
ICICIGI 845.8 856 818.7 824 -24.05
PETRONET 225.5 225.65 217.55 218.6 -6.8
MOTHERSUMI 171.7 173.4 163.2 164.6 -6.05
BEL 98.7 99.3 94.5 95.1 -3.55
CONCOR 672 673.7 641.5 645.1 -24.85
NMDC 110.9 111.4 106 106 -4.15
INDIGO 992 992 943.7 953 -38.95
IDEA 42.5 42.5 40.45 40.55 -1.7
SIEMENS 951 959.5 903.8 911 -38.95

13 13
34,812.99 -345.56 10,482.20 -103.00

WOCKPHARMA    9.02

BALRAMCHIN     7.90

TATASTEELPP       7.71

TITAN             5.28

KWALITY            4.92

AVANTI       -11.25

ORIENTBANK -8.63

HINDPETRO -6.23

INDIACEM -6.13

SREINFRA         -5.96

TITAN 5.99

TECHM 2.37

TATASTEEL        1.93

KOTAKBANK       1.54

HCLTECH        1.08

HINDPETRO   -7.17

TATAMOTORS -4.58

IOC -4.55

HEROMOTOCO     -4.15

HINDALCO     -4.06
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Lankan parties move SC

against Parl dissolution 

PTI n COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s major political
parties and an election com-

mission member on Monday
dragged President Maithripala
Sirisena to the Supreme Court,
challenging his controversial
move of dissolving Parliament,
almost 20 months before its
term was to end. Sirisena dis-
solved Parliament on
November 9 and announced
snap polls to be held on January
5 next year after it became evi-
dent that he did not have
enough support in the House
to prove the premiership of 72-
year-old Mahinda Rajapaksa,
whom he has appointed prime
minister after abruptly sacking
Ranil Wickremesinghe on
October 26.

Rajapaksa needed the sup-
port of minimum 113 parlia-
mentarians in the 225-member
House to prove his majority.
Wickremesinghe’s United
National Party (UNP), the
main opposition Tamil
National Alliance (TNA) and
the leftist JVP or the People’s
Liberation Front (PLF) were
among the 10 groups that filed
the fundamental rights peti-
tions in the apex court, seeking
declaration of the president’s
action as illegal, officials said.

The petitioners also
include Election Commission
member Prof Ratnajeevan
Hoole. The Supreme Court
adjourned till Tuesday morn-
ing the hearing of the petitions,
Daily Mirror reported. The
petitions were taken up for
hearing before a three-judge
bench comprising Chief Justice
Nalin Perera, Justices Prasanna
Jayawardane and Priyantha

Jayawardane.
Sirisena on Sunday stout-

ly defended his move to dis-
solve Parliament, saying it was
taken to prevent clashes among
rival lawmakers. He said there
were media reports that politi-
cians would clash during the
floor test, which was due on
November 14. In a televised
address to the nation, the
President said he heard stories
from lawmakers on both sides
of possible violence in
Parliament that could even
result in deaths and clashes
spreading around the country.

“It appeared to me that, if
I allowed Parliament to be
convened on the 14th, without
dissolving it, it could have
brought about commotion and
fights in every city and every
village would lead to very
unpleasant and difficult situa-
tion for the average citizens of
my beloved country,” he said.n
“As such, the best solution was
not to allow those 225 mem-
bers in Parliament to fight
each other and allow that to
develop into a street fights in
every part of the country.

“It is my duty and the
responsibility to... create a sit-
uation for the 15 million vot-
ers in this country (to) take the
ultimate decision by choosing
their members to Parliament
through a free and fair elec-
tion,” Sirisena added. The
Centre for Policy Alternatives
(CPA), a leading civil society
think tank, has also filed a peti-
tion, challenging the presi-
dent’s move. “The CPA cate-
gorically opposes this move as
it is unconstitutional and ultra
vires,” it said in a statement.

Rauff Hakeem, a leader of
the Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress, which also filed a
petition said: “Filed action in
the Supreme Court today chal-
lenging the purported dissolu-
tion of Parliament as untenable
as per the 19th amendment of
the Constitution”. The 19th
Amendment to the Lankan
Constitution restricts powers of
the President to dissolve
Parliament before the expiry of
four-and-a-half years of a total
five-year term.

Therefore, constitutionally
a fresh election could not hap-
pen before February 2020 as
the current Parliament’s term
was to expire in August 2020.
Rajapaksa, who ruled Lanka for
a nearly decade from 2005, was
unexpectedly defeated by his
deputy Sirisena in the presi-
dential election held in January
2015 with the support from
Wickremesinghe’s UNP.
However, the power-sharing
arrangement between Sirisena
and Wickremesinghe became
increasingly tenuous on sever-
al policy matters, especially
on issues like the economy and
security. And subsequently,
Sirisena abruptly ousted
Wickremesinghe and replaced
him with Rajapaksa.

The island nation plunged
into a constitutional crisis fol-
lowing the move.Sirisena sus-
pended parliamentary pro-
ceedings until November 16.
Later, owing to domestic and
global pressure, he issued a
notice to reconvene Parliament
on November 14. last week, he
dissolved Parliament and
announced snap polls in
January, 2019. 

Sri Lankan lawmaker of the ousted government Sajith Premadasa, third left, leaves the supreme courts complex after attending
a filing in of a petition in Colombo, Sri Lanka on Monday. AP

Trudeau: Canadian intelligence
has heard Khashoggi tapes
AP n PARIS

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau has become

the first Western leader to
acknowledge his country’s intel-
ligence agencies have listened to
recordings of the killing of
Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi.

Trudeau, speaking in Paris
Monday, said “Canada has been
fully briefed up on what Turkey
had to share.”

On Saturday, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said he had given the “tapes” to
some countries, but the
Canadian leader is the first
since that announcement to
officially confirm that his coun-
try’s intelligence has heard the
audio.  

He added that he personally
had not heard the recording.
Trudeau said he thanked Erdogan
for “his strength in responding to
the Khashoggi situation” on the
sidelines of the WWI centenary
ceremonies this weekend.
Trudeau didn’t give details of
what was on the recording.

British FM in Saudi Arabia for 
talks on Khashoggi, Yemen

Riyadh (AFP): British for-
eign minister Jeremy Hunt
held talks Monday with Saudi
King Salman, state media said,
during a visit to press the king-
dom over journalist Jamal
Khashoggi’s murder and the
escalating Yemen war.

Hunt, who is also expect-
ed to meet Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, dis-
cussed the “latest developments
in the region” with the 82-year-
old monarch, the Saudi Press
Agency said. The visit comes
amid international outrage over
the murder of Saudi insider-
turned-critic Khashoggi in his
country’s consulate in Istanbul
on October 2.

“The international com-
munity remain united in hor-
ror and outrage at the brutal
murder of Jamal Khashoggi one
month ago,” Hunt said ahead of

his trip, which includes a visit
to the United Arab Emirates. It
is clearly unacceptable that the
full circumstances behind his
murder still remain unclear.

“We encourage the Saudi
authorities to co-operate fully
with the Turkish investigation
into his death, so that we deliv-
er justice for his family and the
watching world.” Hunt, who is

also seeking to build support for
UN efforts to end the three-year
conflict in Yemen, also met
Saudi Foreign Minister Adel al-
Jubeir. Britain, along with the
United States, are major sup-
pliers of arms to Saudi Arabia,
which leads a military coalition
backing the Yemen govern-
ment in its fight against Iran-
backed Shiite Huthi rebels.

Britain is seeking support
among regional partners for
new action at the UN Security
Council for peace talks in
Yemen.

“The human cost of war in
Yemen is incalculable: with
millions displaced, famine and
disease rife and years of blood-
shed, the only solution is now
a political decision to set aside
arms and pursue peace,” Hunt
said ahead of his trip to the
Gulf.

Devastation as deadly California blaze tallies grim stats
AFP n PARADISE

As wildfires continued to
rage on both ends of

California, officials released
another grim statistic: six more
dead in a swath of Northern
California wiped out by fire, rais-
ing the death toll there to 29. It
matched California’s record for
deaths in a single fire. Another
228 remain unaccounted for as
crews stepped up the search for
bodies and missing people. Two
people were killed in a wildfire
in Southern California.

Ten search teams were
working in Paradise — a town
of 27,000 that was largely incin-
erated last week — and in sur-
rounding communities in the
Sierra Nevada foothills.
Authorities called in a DNA lab
and teams of anthropologists to
help identify victims. Statewide,
150,000 remained displaced as
more than 8,000 fire crews bat-
tled wildfires that have scorched
400 square miles (1,040 square
kilometers), with out-of-state
crews continuing to arrive. 
Whipping winds and tinder-dry
conditions threaten more areas
through the rest of the week, fire
officials warned.

“This is truly a tragedy that
all Californians can understand
and respond to,” Gov. Jerry
Brown said at a press briefing.
“It’s a time to pull together and

work through these tragedies.”
Brown, who has declared a state
emergency, said California is
requesting aid from the Trump
administration. President
Donald Trump has blamed
“poor” forest management for
the fires. Brown said federal and
state governments must do more
forest management but that cli-
mate change is the greater source
of the problem. “And those who
deny that are definitely con-
tributing to the tragedies that

we’re now witnessing, and will
continue to witness in the com-
ing years,” he said.

Drought and warmer
weather attributed to climate
change, and the building of
homes deeper into forests have
led to longer and more destruc-
tive wildfire seasons in
California. While California
officially emerged from a five-
year drought last year, much of
the northern two-thirds of the
state is abnormally dry.

Firefighters battling fire with
shovels and bulldozers, flame
retardant and hoses expected
wind gusts up to 40 mph (64
kph) overnight Sunday. In
Southern California , firefight-
ers beat back a new round of
winds Sunday and the fire’s
growth and destruction are
believed to have been largely
stopped. Malibu celebrities and
mobile-home dwellers in near-
by mountains were slowly learn-
ing whether their homes had

been spared or reduced to ash.
Two people were killed and the
fire had destroyed nearly 180
structures. Los Angeles County
Fire Chief Daryl Osby stressed
there were numerous hotspots
and plenty of fuel that had not
yet burned, but at sunset he said
there had been huge successes
despite “a very challenging day.”
Celebrities whose coastal homes
were damaged or destroyed in a
Southern California wildfire or
were forced to flee from the
flames expressed sympathy and
solidarity with less-famous peo-
ple hurt worse by the state’s
deadly blazes, and gave their
gratitude to firefighters who
kept them safe. 

Actor Gerard Butler said on
Instagram that his Malibu home
was “half-gone,” adding he was
“inspired as ever by the courage,
spirit and sacrifice of firefight-
ers.”

Flames also besieged
Thousand Oaks, the Southern
California city in mourning
over the massacre of 12 people
in a shooting rampage at a
country music bar Wednesday
night. 

In Northern California,
where more than 6,700 buildings
have been destroyed, the scope
of the devastation was beginning
to set in even as the blaze raged
on.

A firefighter looks through a home destroyed by the Camp Fire where human remains were found on Sunday. AP

‘Reports of
Aasia leaving
Pakistan fake’
Lahore  (PTI): The Pakistan
government Monday rejected
the reports claiming Aasia Bibi
has fled abroad, saying the images
on the social media showing
the recently-acquitted Christian
woman being greeted overseas are
“fake”. Bibi, a 47-year-old moth-
er of four, was release from
Multan jail last week after the
Supreme Court in its landmark
decision acquitted her of blas-
phemy charges.

She was convicted in 2010
after being accused of insulting
Islam in a row with her neigh-
bours. Bibi always maintained her
innocence, but spent most of the
past eight years in solitary con-
finement. “Fake news is a big chal-
lenge. Aasia Bibi is in Pakistan and
images of her leaving the coun-
try and greeted abroad are fake,”
Federal Information Minister
Fawad Chaudhry told PTI. He
said some media outlets showed
irresponsibility by reporting that
Bibi had left the country after her
release from the jail. Chaudhry
said the government was con-
sidering to introduce a law to reg-
ulate the social media.

London (PTI): Jabir Moti, an
alleged “top lieutenant” in
underworld don Dawood
Ibrahim’s organised crime syn-
dicate, will stand trial  in
March next year in his extra-
dition case on money laun-
dering and extortion charges
brought by the US authorities,
a Westminster Magistrates’
Court judge in London said on
Monday. Judge Tan Ikram
remanded Pakistani national
Jabir Moti, aka Jabir Motiwala
and Jabir Siddiq, in further
custody to appear for a case
management hearing on
December 10, before a three-
day trial scheduled for March
13-15 in 2019. 

The 51-year-old appeared
before the court via routine
procedure of video link from
Wandsworth Prison in south-
west London on Monday,
when a previously set date for
the trial in February 2019 was
delayed due to scheduling rea-
sons. “Due to non-availability
of counsel, the trial will now
take place in March. I am
mindful of the delay but the
delay is very small,” said Judge

Ikram.
Moti, who has made an

application to the court to
have his name changed on the
case documents to Jabir Siddiq,
was arrested by Scotland Yard
officers from a London hotel in
August following an FBI inves-
tigation dating back to 2005.
The Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS), arguing on
behalf of the US authorities,
has told the court that he is a
“senior member” of D
Company, a crime syndicate
associated with Dawood
Ibrahim, a key accused in the

1993 Mumbai bomb blasts
case.  Prosecutor Ben Lloyd
told the court at a hearing in
September that the summary
of the US charges against Moti
cover allegations of laundering
USD 1.4-million of purported
proceeds from narcotics smug-
gling and “conspiracy to collect
credit extensions by extor-
tionate means”, amounting to
around USD 80,000. 

The charges relate to a
period between December
2011 and September 2012,
which carry a maximum sen-
tence of 25 years behind bars
in the US.  

“For a fee, D Company
uses the power of violence for
debt collection and has a rep-
utation of intimidating mem-
bers of the family of its debtors
in India and Pakistan,” the
prosecution said in its case
summary.

Moti’s defence team has
disputed allegations of him
being a key aide of D Company
as “obvious nonsense”, describ-
ing their client as a “man of
exemplary character” who is a
tax paying, prominent busi-

nessman based in Karachi and
accredited as a stock broker,
with a family stock-broking
business dating back to the
1950s in Pakistan. At a previ-
ous hearing, the Pakistan gov-
ernment had also vouched for
Moti’s “good character” but the
court ruled that it remained
unconvinced that Moti did
not pose a “flight risk” and
denied him bail.  

Moti’s defence, led by Toby
Cadman of Guernica law firm,
has said it intends to depose a
number of legal experts as
witnesses in the case, with the
key issues being “abuse of
process and entrapment” by
the authorities. 

While Dawood Ibrahim’s
name has not come up specif-
ically during the UK court pro-
ceedings, Westminster
Magistrates’ Court has been
told that D Company is
“named after the leader of the
company based in Pakistan”,
associated with trafficking and
money laundering through
international smuggling routes
across South Asia that were
also linked to terrorist funding. 

Dawood aide’s extradition trial set for March 2019 Tulsi Gabbard planning to run for
US presidency in 2020: Sources
PTI nWASHINGTON

Tulsi Gabbard, the first Hindu
lawmaker from Hawaii in the

US Congress, is considering to
run for American presidency in
2020, according to sources close
to her. On Friday, at a Medtronic
conference in Los Angeles an
eminent Indian-American Dr
Sampat Shivangi introduced
Gabbard, 37, and said that she
could be the next president of the
US in 2020. The brief statement
was marked by a standing ova-
tion, in the presence of the four-
term Congresswoman from the
50th US State. 

Gabbard, a Democrat, who
addressed the gathering, how-
ever neither confirmed or denied
that she is running for president
in 2020. A decision on this
could be taken before Christmas,
which might not necessarily
result in a formal announcement
as that could be delayed till the
next year, people familiar with
her thinking process told PTI.

However, it is said that she

and her team has quietly been
reaching out to prospective
donors, including a large num-
ber of Indian Americans, and
volunteers to build an impressive
campaign for her 2020 run.
Given that Gabbard is highly
popular among Indian-
Americans, a constituency she
has nurtured from the very
beginning of her political carri-
er, it is but natural that her team
has quietly started reaching out

to this community, which is
considered as the richest ethnic
group after the Jewish
Americans. And in many criti-
cal States, Indian Americans
can play an important role in her
electoral chances. 

Gabbard is not Indian. She
was born in American Samoa to
a Catholic father (Hawaii State
Senator Mike Gabbard) and her
mother, Carol Porter Gabbard, is
of Caucasian descent who pro-

fesses Hinduism. Gabbard
moved to Hawaii when she was
two and embraced Hinduism as
a teenager and is well-versed in
the scriptures.

If Gabbard declares her pres-
idential bid she would be the first
Hindu candidate ever from a
major political party to
announce to enter the race for
White House. 

And if elected in 2020, she
could be the youngest ever and
first woman to be elected as the
US president. 

A Democrat, Gabbard last
week was elected for the fourth
term for the US House of
Representatives.

Notably, Dr Shivangi is a
Republican and has been the
party’s delegate for the past sev-
eral presidential conventions.
However, he had held fund rais-
ers for Gabbard when she ran for
the Congress for the first time in
2012. She was the first US law-
maker to take her oath on
Bhagwat Gita.

AFP n LAGOS

Suspected cholera cases
have jumped in northeast

Nigeria where Boko Haram
violence has forced tens of
thousands of people to seek
refuge in crowded camps, the
Norwegian Refugee Council
said Monday. The humani-
tarian group said 10,000 peo-
ple have been affected by the
fast-spreading cholera out-
break and 175 people have
died in the northeast states of
Adamawa, Borno and Yobe as
of early November 2018.

“One of the major causes
of the outbreak is the con-
gestion in the camps that
makes it difficult to provide

adequate water, sanitation
and hygiene services,” said
Janet Cherono, the NRC’s
programme manager in
Maiduguri, capital of Borno

state.  “The rainy season has
also worsened the conditions.
If more land is not urgently
provided for camp deconges-
tion and construction of

health and sanitation facili-
ties,  Nigeria is  steering
towards yet another cholera
outbreak in 2019.” Nigeria
has seen regular cholera out-
breaks since Boko Haram
took up arms against the gov-
ernment in 2009. More than
1.8 million people have been
displaced by the bloody con-
flict, which has claimed more
than 27,000 lives and shat-
tered daily life in the Lake
Chad region.

Maiduguri, the birthplace
of Boko Haram, is housing
243,000 displaced people in
crowded camps with poor
hygiene facilities, creating a
fert i le  environment for

cholera to spread, the NRC
said. Cholera is caused by a
bacterium transmitted
through contaminated food
or drinking water. It causes
acute diarrhoea, with children
particularly at risk.

Nigeria, Africa’s largest
oil producer, suffers from a
high-rate of water-borne dis-
eases as a result of dilapidat-
ed infrastructure and under-
investment. 

On Thursday, President
Muhammadu Buhari declared
a “state of emergency” in the
country’s water sanitation sec-
tor, describing the statistics on
open defecation and access to
piped water as “disturbing”.

175 dead, over 10k affected by Nigeria cholera outbreak

Mitch Haniger of the Seattle Mariners, front left, Kenta Maeda, of the Los Angeles Dodgers, front right, with manager Don
Mattingly, rear left, lay a wreath at the cenotaph in the Peace Memorial Park which commemorates the victims of the atomic
bombings in 1945, in Hiroshima, western Japan on Monday. AP
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6 killed in Kabul suicide attack

AFP n KABUL

Six people were killed when
a suicide bomber blew him-

self up in Kabul Monday, close
to where scores of Afghans had
been protesting against Taliban
attacks on the minority Hazara
ethnic group. The attack is the
latest in a wave of violence
across war-torn Afghanistan as
the Taliban intensify pressure
on beleaguered government
security forces, which are suf-
fering record high casualties.
Interior ministry spokesman
Najib Danish said 20 were
wounded in the blast, which
struck in front of a high school
in the downtown area of the
Afghan capital.

Initial reports indicated
most of the victims were mem-
bers of the security forces, but
Danish said civilians, including
several women, had borne the
brunt of the carnage. A photo
shared on WhatsApp showed
several bodies lying on the
ground. 

“The suicide attacker on
foot wanted to target protest-
ers, but he was stopped at a
security checkpoint some 200
metres (660 feet) from the
site,” interior ministry deputy
spokesman Nasrat Rahimi said.

A police officer at the scene
said he saw 10 to 15 casualties
on the ground, as well as body
parts. The centre of Kabul was
blanketed with heavier-than-
usual security for the protest,
which began on Sunday night
and continued into Monday. “It
was a huge blast near Istiqlal
high school, very close to where
the demonstrators were gath-
ering,” witness Qais Nawabi
told AFP.  There was no imme-
diate claim of responsibility for
the attack. Demonstrators,
including university students,
had taken to the streets to

demand the deployment of
military reinforcements to two
Hazara-dominated districts in
the southeastern province of
Ghazni which have been
attacked by the Taliban.

In other violence, a Taliban
attack on Khak Safid district in
the western province of Farah
overnight killed up to 40 local
police and civilians, provincial
council member Dadullah
Qaneh told AFP. “They set the
houses of local police members
on fire, killed women and chil-
dren and local police,” Qaneh
said.

Provincial police
spokesman Mohibullah Mohib
confirmed the attack, but had
no information on the number
of casualties.  The Kabul explo-
sion came as Afghan security
forces step up ground and air
offensives in Jaghori and
Malistan districts, where

Hazara pro-government fight-
ers and Afghan troops are bat-
tling the militants.

Fighting in the area has
been ongoing since Wednesday,
fanning fears that the violence
could be rooted in ethnic or
sectarian differences. Most
Hazaras belong to the Shiite
branch of Islam. 

The Taliban, which are
Sunni and largely ethnic
Pashtuns, have been accused of
committing human rights vio-
lations against the group dur-
ing their oppressive 1996-2001
rule. “We have no news from
our people living there,” Asif
Ashna, one of the protesters,
said in a Facebook live broad-
cast. “If the government’s duty
is to protect the lives of the peo-
ple then why have they not
taken any measures in the past
week?” Protester Ishaq Anis
told AFP that security forces

should be permanently based
in Jaghori and Malistan to pre-
vent “further attacks against
Hazara people”. Hazaras have
long criticised the government
for failing to protect them
from attacks by the Taliban and
the Islamic State group, some
even suggesting the blundering
was deliberate. The escalation
in violence comes as US envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad returned to
the region as part of efforts to
convince the Taliban to end the
17-year war.

Khalilzad met with
President Ashraf Ghani on
Saturday. The former US
ambassador to Kabul will also
visit Pakistan, the United Arab
Emirates and Qatar, where the
Taliban has a political office. A
Taliban delegation met with
Khalilzad in Doha in October
to discuss ending the Afghan
conflict. 

Security forces inspect the site of a deadly blast near a demonstration by hundreds of minority Shiites, in the center of Kabul,
Afghanistan on Monday. AP

Saudi minister calls for 1 mn
bpd global oil output cut
AFP n ABU DHABI

Saudi Arabia’s energy min-
ister called Monday for a

global output cut of one mil-
lion barrels per day to re-bal-
ance the market, as Riyadh
unveiled plans to cut produc-
tion by 500,000 bpd from
December.  “The technical
analysis we reviewed on
Sunday shows that we need a
reduction approaching one
million bpd to balance the
market,” Khalid al-Falih told
an energy conference in Abu
Dhabi.

The proposed reduction is
from October production lev-
els, Falih said. Oil prices have
shed a fifth of their value over
the past month due to over-
supply and signs of a softer-
than-expected impact from
US sanctions on Iranian crude
exports.

But they climbed on
Monday as the world’s biggest
supplier Saudi Arabia
announced plans to cut pro-
duction in response to fears of
oversupply. Falih said Saudi
Arabia, the world’s largest oil
supplier, would cut its pro-
duction by 500,000 bpd as of
next month to help stabilise
the market.

The 14 members of the
Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries, which
include Saudi Arabia, alone
pump over a third of global
crude supply. Any official deci-
sion on global output cuts
will be made at a key ministe-
rial meeting for OPEC and
non-OPEC producers in
Vienna in early December,
Falih said.Oil producers will
continue to evaluate the mar-
ket data prior to the Vienna
summit, “but if we need to

trim production by one mil-
lion bpd, we will do,” Falih
added. The UAE’s energy min-
ister, Suhail al-Mazrouei, said
balancing the market would
“require changes in the strat-
egy” of producers.

“We need not overreact” to
falling prices, Mazrouei said,
adding that crude was a
dynamic market. Iraqi energy
minister spokesman Assem
Jihad told AFP his country,
also an OPEC member, was
hoping for “any decision that
would help balance and sta-
bilise the market”. Brent crude
dropped below $70 a barrel on
Friday for the first time since
April but it was trading above
$71 a barrel on Monday.

West Texas Intermediate
crude also dropped to a nine-
month low, below $60 a bar-
rel. It was trading above $61 on
Monday. Khalid al-Falih’s
comments followed a meeting
in Abu Dhabi at the weekend,
where major producers start-
ed laying the groundwork to
cut supply in 2019, reversing

an almost year-long expan-
sion.

The group, including
Russia and Saudi Arabia,
warned that crude supply
would outstrip demand next
year. In a final statement, they
said they had “reviewed cur-
rent oil supply and demand
fundamentals and noted that
2019 prospects point to high-
er supply growth than global
requirements”.

That in mind, they vowed
to consider “options on new
2019 production adjustments,
which may require new strate-
gies to balance the market”.
Falih on Monday said inven-
tories had been building up,
adding that “the 25 producers
will not allow this to contin-
ue” and that they had signalled
they would do “whatever it
takes to balance the market.”

“We are going to do every-
thing we can to keep invento-
ries and supply-demand fun-
damentals within a reasonably
narrow band around balance,”
he said. 

Khalid al-Falih

B’desh election day pushed back by a week 
Dhaka(PTI): Bangladesh poll
authority on Monday deferred
the date for next month’s gen-
eral elections by a week to
December 30, a day after the
country’s main Opposition
alliance demanded delaying
the polls by a month to allow
them to prepare for the poll.
Last week, the Bangladesh
Election Commission
announced that the 11th gen-
eral election will be held on
December 23.

The Jatiya Oikya Front – a
political alliance of opposition
parties that includes the main
Opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) – has
urged the Election Commission
to defer the polls by a month.
The BNP, led by imprisoned ex-
prime minister Khaleda Zia, on
Sunday said it would participate
in the general election next
month, after it boycotted the
2014 polls that returned Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
Awami League to power. The
BNP boycotted last election, cit-
ing unfair conditions for the
polls. “The 11th general elec-
tion will be held across

Bangladesh on December 30,”
Chief Election Commissioner
Nurul Huda announced while
attending an exhibition on
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) at the Bangabandhu
Convention Centre here. He
said the commission discussed
the letter sent by the Jatiya
Oikya Front requesting a defer-
ral of the polls. The Election
Commission will now accept
nominations until November
28 he said.

Nearly 104.2 million peo-
ple, including some 51.6 million
women, are registered as voters.
They will elect 300 representa-
tives to Parliament through
the balloting in about 40,199
polling stations.

“They [BNP and Oikya
Front] said they are interested
in participating in the polls,”
said Huda. “The election com-
missioners discussed the mat-
ter and came to this decision.”
“There was some delay in get-
ting their written proposal. We
met on the matter today. But it
is reassuring to the commission
that the BNP and Oikya Front
will take part in the polls.”

“Despite extreme adverse situ-
ation Jatiya Oikya Front (NUF)
has decided to take part in the
election as part of our move-
ment to restore democracy,”
convenor of the platform and
prominent lawyer Kamal
Hossain announced on Sunday.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
immediately welcomed the
NUF’s decision, saying it will
“strengthen the democracy...we
will jointly contest in the poll to
reflect the verdict of the people”.

Ruling Awami League’s
general secretary Obaidul
Quader earlier said they would
have no objection if the com-
mission deferred the election
date. 

The NUF came up with the
announcement to participate in
the polls three days after the
election commission unveiled
the election schedule, setting
December 23 for the voting.
The BNP, whose leader 73-year-
old Zia is behind bars, abstained
from the 2014 polls over fears
it would be rigged, allowing
Hasina to walk into a second
term unchallenged. But rallying
supports of the NUF partners,

some left leaning and right-
wing groups and individuals, it
still insists installation of a
non-party caretaker govern-
ment to oversee the polls.

The BNP remained to be in
a state of political disarray as Zia
is now serving a 10-year prison
term in two graft charges and
her elder son and “fugitive” act-
ing chief Tarique Rahman’s is
staying in London while a
Dhaka court recently handed
him down life term imprison-
ment for masterminding a
deadly attack on a political
rally in 2004. Meanwhile, senior
BNP officials bought three sets
of nominations for Zia. 

BNP Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
secured nomination papers for
Zia from her ancestral home in
Feni-1.

BNP Standing Committee
member Nazrul Islam Khan
bought a nomination form for
her from the Bogura-6 seat.
BNP Standing Committee
member Mirza Abbas bought a
nomination form for Bogura-7
seat on behalf of the BNP chief,
BDNews24.com reported. 

Riding India’s
future in
present-day
Japan at 
260 kmph
Hakata (Japan): On board a

Shinkansen, Nov 12 (PTI) For
an Indian waiting for a
Shinkansen to arrive on a rail-
way platform in Japan was like
waiting for a mythical creature
— something that I had heard
so much about, but did not
believe could be true. It arrived,
no, rushed in like a monster —
long nosed, sturdy, roaring, as
if terribly hungry — but came
to a halt, almost in stealth.

Everyone had their cam-
eras poised, but few managed
to get good photos or videos of
the world famous high-speed
bullet train, known in Japan as
Shinkansen. Passengers, unlike
in India, stood silently in
queue, almost as if paying their
respects to the gentle giant who
has brought Japan’s farthest
corners within the reach of its
capital city and despite its
speed, has not caused a single
fatality in 54 years of its oper-
ation. 

Once aboard the Sakura
Shinkansen, which means
cherry blossoms in Japanese,
for a 92 kilometre journey at a
speed of more than 260 km/hr
between Hakata and
Kumamoto to see the mainte-
nance depot of the Kyushu
Railway Company, one can see
why these trains have gained
such media attention world-
wide.  The entire journey took
only 40 minutes to complete.

The Gatimaan Express,
which runs between Delhi and
Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh at a
speed of 160 km/hr, is the
fastest train in India. It covers
a distance of 403 km from
Hazrat Nizamuddin in Delhi to
Jhansi Junction in 4h 25m.
However, as you ride the
Shinkansen, be prepared for a
clinical experience — it is far
from the romantic nostalgia
associated with such train jour-
neys back home. There is also
no time to forge bonds with co-
passengers as the journey lasts
a mere 40 minutes.

The concrete walls on both
sides of  the tracks and the high
speed make sure that looking
out of the windows are a waste
of time. However, despite the
high speed, there was no jerk,
no luggage flying around. I held
on to my seat in the beginning,
just in case — but did not feel
a thing.  The ride was smooth
and other than a hum of the
train cutting through the air,
there was almost no sound. The
concept of trains running late
is unheard of in the Shinkansen
network, where average delays
are less than a minute and for
which apologies are swift.
Comprising eight coaches, the
train is clean — not a scrap of
paper, no plastic bottles or
remnants of long journeys in
sight.  This is despite the fact
that one can eat whatever one
wants on board.

Nepal names former law 
min as envoy to India
Kathmandu (PTI): The Nepal
government on Monday nom-
inated  former law minister and
senior politician Nilambar
Achary as ambassador to India.
The position of Nepalese
ambassador to India was vacant
for about a year after Deep
Kumar Upadhyay resigned
October last year to join poli-
tics. 

A cabinet meeting chaired
by Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli proposed Acharya’s name
for the diplomatic post, officials
said. Achayra, a former envoy
to Sri Lanka, currently coordi-
nates the Nepal side of the
Eminent Persons Group on
Nepal-India relations.

A Moscow University
graduate, Acharya was initial-
ly left-leaning but later joined
the Nepali Congress party. 

He was minister for Law,
Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs and Labour and Social
Welfare in the interim govern-
ment of 1990.   Acharya’s name
will now be sent to a parlia-
mentary committee for

approval, which then will for-
ward it to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MFA). The
Nepal’s MFA will then send it
to its Indian counterpart
Ministry of External Affairs for
an agreemo. Once approved
and agreemo signed, the MFA
will send Acharya’s name to the
Nepal president for the presi-
dential order.

The government had pre-
viously nominated former
Chief Election Commissioner
Neelkantha Uprety as ambas-
sador to India. But following
criticism, it withdrew the deci-
sion.

Gaza City (AFP): - An
exchange of fire erupted during
an Israeli military operation in
the Gaza Strip on Sunday,
killing six Palestinians and an
Israeli soldier, officials said,
while potentially dashing hopes
that a recent agreement would
restore calm.

As tensions rose following
the clash, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s office
said he would cut short his trip
to Paris, where he had been
attending World War I com-
memorations, and return home.
Fawzi Barhoum, a spokesman
for Hamas, the Islamist move-
ment that runs the blockaded
Gaza Strip, denounced a “cow-
ardly Israeli attack”.Palestinian
security sources said the clash
included Israeli air strikes. After
the clash erupted, sirens were

reported in southern Israel
indicating possible rocket fire
from the Gaza Strip. Ten
launches from Gaza towards
Israel were identified and two
were intercepted by Israeli mis-
sile defences, the army said. It
was not immediately clear
where the others had landed.

Details were still emerging
of the incident that Palestinian
officials said occurred east of
Khan Yunis in the southern
Gaza Strip.

Gaza’s health ministry said
six Palestinians were killed.

The dead included a local
commander for Hamas’s armed
wing, the Ezzedine al-Qassam
Brigades, the brigades said in a
statement. He was identified as
Nour Baraka. Israel’s army con-
firmed one soldier was killed
and another was injured.

“During an (Israeli) special
forces operational activity in the
Gaza Strip, an exchange of fire
evolved,” the army said in a
statement.

“At this incident, an IDF
officer was killed and an addi-
tional officer was moderately
injured,” it added, referring to
the Israel Defence Forces.

It added that the operation
was now over. Hamas’s armed
wing alleged in a statement that
an Israeli special forces team
infiltrated near Khan Yunis in
a civilian car.

Israel’s military had not
confirmed those details nor
described what type of opera-
tion it carried out. A ground
operation inside the Gaza Strip
would be rare and likely sig-
nificantly boost tensions. Israeli
Defence Minister Avigdor

Lieberman held security con-
sultations at military head-
quarters, his office said.

The clash comes after
months of deadly unrest along
the Gaza-Israel border had
appeared to be calming.

Recent weeks have seen
Israeli decisions to allow Qatar
to provide the Gaza Strip with
millions of dollars in aid for
salaries as well as fuel to help
ease an electricity crisis.
Netanyahu had earlier defend-

ed his decision to allow Qatar
to transfer the cash to Gaza
despite criticism from within
his own government over the
move, saying he wanted to
avoid a war if it wasn’t neces-
sary. “I’m doing what I can, in
coordination with the security
establishment, to return quiet to
the southern communities, but
also to prevent a humanitarian
crisis,” Netanyahu said late
Saturday, referring to Israeli
towns near the Gaza border and
deteriorating conditions in the
enclave. 

Naftali Bennett,
Netanyahu’s education minister
and right-wing rival, compared
the cash flow to “protection
money” paid to criminals.
Lieberman said he had opposed
“transferring the money to
Hamas”. Israel and Palestinian

militants in Gaza have fought
three wars since 2008, and
recent months of unrest have
raised fears of a fourth. Deadly
clashes have accompanied
major protests along the Gaza-
Israel border that began on
March 30.

At least 227 Palestinians
have been killed by Israeli fire,
the majority shot during
protests and clashes, since the
demonstrations began, while
others died in tank fire or air
strikes. 

Two Israeli soldiers have
been killed in that time. On
Friday, Palestinian civil servants
began receiving payments after
months of sporadic salary dis-
bursements in cash-strapped
Gaza, with USD 15 million deliv-
ered into the enclave through
Israel in suitcases by Qatar.

Trump discusses
situation in Syria,
Saudi, Af with
world leaders
Washington: US President
Donald Trump discussed a host
of issues — including Syria,
trade, the situation in Saudi
Arabia, sanctions, Afghanistan,
China and North Korea — dur-
ing his meetings with the world
leaders in France, the White
House said. Around 70 world
leaders, including US President
Trump and his Russian coun-
terpart Vladimir Putin, gathered
in Paris on Sunday to mark the
centenary of the 1918 Armistice
in the French capital. Trump
returned to Washington late
Sunday night. 

“Today (Sunday) at
lunch, the President sat with
(French) President (Emanuel)
Macron, (German) Chancellor
(Angela) Merkel, and (Russian)
President (Vladimir) Putin, and
many other world leaders,”
White House press secretary
Sarah Sanders said. “The lead-
ers discussed a variety of issues,
including the INF
(Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces treaty), Syria, trade, the
situation in Saudi Arabia, sanc-
tions, Afghanistan, China, and
North Korea. They had very
good and productive discussions
during the two-hour lunch,”
she said. 

Sanders also defended
Trump’s decision to cancel his
scheduled visit to a US cemetery
in France due to rain. Trump
was heavily criticised for can-
celling a trip to Belleau Wood
battlefield in northern France on
Saturday due to rain, with some
critics accusing him of disre-
specting America’s war dead.
“Because of near-zero visibility,
Marine One was unable to fly, as
had been planned,” Sanders
said. “A car ride of two-and-a-
half hours, each way, would have
required closures to substantial
portions of the Paris roadways
for the President’s motorcade, on
short notice. 

President Trump did not
want to cause that kind of unex-
pected disruption to the city and
its people,” she explained. PTI

Deadly clash erupts during Israel operation in Gaza

Meal time impacts how much energy we burn: Study
Boston (PTI): The number of
calories people burn changes
with the time of day, according
to a study which could explain
why irregularities in eating
and sleeping may make people
gain weight.

Researchers from Brigham
and Women’s Hospital and
Harvard Medical School in the
US found that when at rest,
people burn 10 per cent more
calories in the late afternoon
and early evening than in the
early morning hours.  The

findings, published in the jour-
nal Current Biology, reinforce
the important role of the cir-
cadian clock in governing
metabolism.

The study could also help
explain why irregularities in
eating and sleeping schedules
due to shift work or other fac-
tors may make people more
likely to gain weight.  “The fact
that doing the same thing at
one time of day burned so
many more calories than doing
the same thing at a different

time of day surprised us,” said
Kirsi-Marja Zitting from the
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
and Harvard Medical School.

To determine changes over
the course of the day in metab-
olism apart from the effects of
activity, sleep-wake cycle, and
diet, the researchers studied
seven people in a special labo-
ratory without any clues about
what time it was outside. 

There were no clocks,
windows, phones, or internet.
Study participants had assigned
times to go to bed and wake up.
Each night, those times were
adjusted four hours later, the
equivalent of travelling west-

ward across four time zones
each day for three weeks.

“Because they were doing
the equivalent of circling the
globe every week, their body’s
internal clock could not keep
up, and so it oscillated at its
own pace,” said Jeanne Duffy
from Brigham and Women’s
Hospital.  

“This allowed us to mea-
sure metabolic rate at all dif-
ferent biological times of day,”
Duffy said. 

The researchers found that
participants’ respiratory quo-
tient, which reflects macronu-
trient utilisation, varies by cir-
cadian phase, too.  This mea-

sure was lowest in the evening
and highest in the biological
morning, researchers said.  The
findings offer the first charac-
terisation of a circadian profile
in fasted resting energy expen-
diture and fasted respiratory
quotient, decoupled from
effects of activity, sleep-wake
cycle, and diet in humans, they
said.

“It is not only what we eat,
but when we eat — and rest —
that impacts how much ener-
gy we burn or store as fat,”
Duffy said. “Regularity of
habits such as eating and sleep-
ing is very important to over-
all health,” he said. 
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Actress ANUSHKA SHARMA has
joined hands with Discovery
channel to promote a global
awareness movement to save
tigers from extinction. She will
soon be promoting Project
C.A.T: Conserving Acres for
Tigers, aimed at raising aware-
ness on tiger habitats.
Says she, “Tigers, the
glorious wild cats, are
in real danger of
getting extinct
and they need
our help. As
a large
predator,
tigers are an
umbrella species
and play a critical
role in ensuring
that the delicate
ecological balance
in the wild is main-
tained. The current
situation is a sad
reflection of us as
human beings.”

Actors FARHAN AKHTAR and
PRIYANKA CHOPRA, who are in
the capital to shoot for their next
film The Sky is Pink, are battling
the city's pollution levels with
masks. Farhan uploaded a picture
on Instagram in which both the
actors are seen wearing anti-pollu-
tion masks. “Masking our emo-
tions in the Delhi air. Priyanka
Chopra, your pose is just,” he cap-
tioned. Priyanka commented: “Arre
Delhi... what has happened to
you?”
Priyanka shared a photograph of
herself basking sun. “The sun and
I.. Delhi here we go.”

Hollywood celebrities MILEY

CYRUS and GERARD BUTLER

have completely lost their homes
in the raging California

wildfire, which has
left filmmaker
Guillermo del Toro's
home partially dam-

aged.
Cyrus said,
“Completely dev-
astated by the
fires affecting my
community. I am
one of the lucky
ones. My animals
and love of my
life made it out
safely and that's

all that matters
right now. My
house no longer
stands but the
memories shared
with family and
friends stand
strong. I am grate-
ful for all I have
left.”

Anushka hopes to
save tigers

‘Manikarnika is a
very special project
for us. We’ve got
tremendous positive
feedback for our

teaser's
VFX. With
the kind of
passion and
dedication
our team is
working
towards the

deadlines is heart-
warming. We are
very excited for the
film's release.’
—Kangana Ranaut

Miley, Butler lose
house in wildfire

There has been immense buzz
ever since director SS

Rajamouli has announced his
next project. What makes the
film more exciting is its massive
star power with names like Young
Tiger NTR and mega powerstar
Ram Charan. 

Creating euphoria amidst
fans of Rajamouli, NTR and
Ram Charan, the film was
launched recently in the presence
of industry bigwigs. 

A special event was held on
November 11 where Chiranjeevi,
Prabhas, Rana and top directors
from the industry were present.

Having the working title as
RRR, the multilingual film is
being touted as National
Cinema’s most ambitious project.
The film makers are leaving no
stone unturned to present a cin-
ematic experience surpassing the
grandeur of SS Rajamouli’s last

outing Baahubali:  The
Conclusion. 

Speaking about the same,
producer DVV Danayya said, “It
is a matter of honour to be pro-
ducing probably the most await-
ed film of Indian cinema. This
whole project is like a dream or
maybe I can call it a dream
come true. Working on a film
with the combination of stars like
NTR, Ram Charan and
Rajamouli is something that is
really exciting for me. There are
already great expectations on
the f i lm with both the
Nandamuri Harikrishna fans and

all movie goers expecting some-
thing out of the ordinary. I
promise, I will make sure no
stone is left unturned from my
side in that regard. We will make
no compromise on anything the
team requires. This film will
surely remain as the pride of
Indian cinema. The shooting of
the film will commence on
November 19. The first schedule
will contain NTR and Ram
Charan shooting for a high
octane action episode. We will
soon make an announcement
about the rest of the cast.”

The dialogues of the untitled

project are written by Sai Madhav
Burra and Madan Karky and
editing will be done by National
Award-winning film editor
Sreekar Prasad. 

Rajamouli’s next will also
reunite the dream team that
worked on Baahubali series with
celebrated names like Vijayendra
Prasad, who has penned the
story, costume designer Rama
Rajamouli, VFX Supervisor V
Srinivasa Mohan, music compos-
er MM Keeravani, production
designer Sabu Cyril and cine-
matographer KK Senthil Kumar. 

Presented by D Parvathy, the
film will be made under DVV
Entertainment banner. Rajamouli
has worked on the film’s screen-
play as well. 

Baahubali: The Beginning
and Baahubali: The Conclusion
had broken records to collective-
ly earn more than `1,000 crores.

Adinosaur out of auto-
mobile parts or a spat-

ula for painting with a play-
ing card, materials can be
used in multiple ways only
if we let our imagination
soar. 

Harun Robert or Rob,
who used to host the
famous do-it-yourself TV
show M.A.D on POGO, is
bringing a live art show
Imaginarium – It’s  a
Wonderful World that aims
to teach children about the
importance of going green
and recycling everyday
materials like bottles, pack-
ets and more for decorative
or functional purposes.

A performer and art
educator, he’s worked with
children for years and
understands what makes
them tick. 

“Children are interest-
ed in spending time out-
doors and working with
materials. So we wanted to
create a space for them to
watch and be part of it. This
is a dream project of mine.
I realised there are no live
art shows where they can
come and experience and
be part of something as
spectacular as we are plan-
ning,” he said.

He also sees himself as
a non-preachy green war-
rior. “You have to treat kids
like adults and every time
you tell them that you have
to recycle and pollution is
a problem, they won’t listen
to you because they are
there to have fun. So, I only
encourage them to recycle
and use the materials lying
around. If a child under-
stands the value in recy-
cling, they will get joy in
creating something and will
value materials and that
they are contributing to a
bigger change. My goal and
mission is to focus on recy-
cling materials,” he added. 

But how does he make
children listen to him?
“There is no formula. Kids
are the most challenging
audience to please and also
the most honest. They’ll
appreciate an idea if you do
something great and if it’s
not well done, they don’t
care how long you spent on
it, they will let you know. I
keep in mind that I don’t
talk down to them. I try to
teach in a fun way. I show
them that I am a friend not
an art teacher and am hav-
ing fun creating things with
trash, so you can have fun
too. I don’t direct them to
do stuff,” he said. 

Robert is a trained
artist who studied art, ani-
mation and filmmaking at
National  Institute of
Design. But even before
that, with his curious mind,
he started picking up things

to figure out what and how
they are made. He spent
hours wondering and con-
verting discarded everyday
materials to bring them to
life. His most loved creation
is a 20 feet dinosaur made
with autorickshaw and
scooter parts that was
instal led at  NID,
Ahmedabad. He is also
proud of a mural with
images of Mary Kom and
Milkha Singh that he made
on a flyover in Mumbai’s
Andheri to promote the
motto he teaches children,
to recycle and reuse. The
most popular one though is
a painting of Amitabh
Bachchan that he made on
his show for POGO. 

Sometimes, before he
starts teaching, he would
start with a magic trick to
get their attention. “When
we are kids, our imagina-
tion is more vivid and wide.
The growth process accord-
ing to laid down norms
only restricts us. Children
absorb and observe. If you
break it down, it’s easier for
them to follow through.
Once, for the show, I broke
down a really complicated
method I learned in art
school. And the children
could easily follow it,” he
said. 

Many of his creations
need as much science as art,
both different points on a
spectrum of creativity.  

“Science and art go
hand in hand. When we
were learning the basics in
art school, we would use
science. You need art too to
make science workshop
models or drawings. If you
are doing something in a
fun way, you can do any-
thing. We do a lot of pro-
jects around science, histo-
ry and geography. I try and
add visual elements to most
of my stuff and work with
basic material lying around
the house, so it’s not a chal-
lenge for the child,” he said. 

Veteran actor-filmmaker Sanjay
Khan, popular for  producing

and acting in the television series
The Sword of Tipu Sultan, says he
is planning to make movies, but he
also has some extraordinary stories
that can be told on the small
screen.

It was back in 1989 that a major
fire accident took place on the set
of  The Sword of Tipu Sultan,
based on the 18th century Mysore
ruler. After surviving near fatal
burns, years later Sanjay produced
shows like The Great Maratha and
Jai Hanuman.

“The last time I faced the cam-
era was for...Tipu Sultan. I have
been busy doing other things like
building a five-star hotel in
Bengaluru. We are planning sever-
al motion pictures now. Three or
four pictures in the coming
months,” Sanjay said. 

When asked him about the TV
shows, he said, “TV is making
much more money than films
these days. TV has a greater reach.
I have some extraordinary stories
for that. There is one on the British
Raj. It’s called the Beginning of an
Empire. I would like to make it a
series of three or four seasons cap-
turing the long duration of the
British Raj in India.” 

He has historical stories on
mind for the big screen as well.
“There is one on a Brigadier, who
died fighting for his country and I
have another one on the 1965 war.
I have always made stories that have
a national appeal and are meaning-
ful.”

Siting an example, he said,
“When I made Jai Hanuman, I got
great satisfaction. Hindu ladies
said ‘We are grateful to you sir for
showing us the childhood of
Hanuman.’”

But what about going beyond
mythology and historical genres?
“In the larger packaging of my
work, there would be stories of
romance, etc.,” he said.

He doesn’t want to focus just on
a love story.

“The value of love between a
man and a woman is eroding. All
kinds of things are happening.
The mood of the world is different
so, the best bet is catching histor-
ical and social-economic prob-
lems, which are perennial. Those
are the problems that we can
address,” said Sanjay.

Talking about the content of
films made by young Indian film-
makers, he shared: “I like some of
them. Indian cinema is coming-of-
age though the music is suffering.
The lustre of music is gone. The
technical quality has come up.
Some very good films like Dangal
have come out.” 

He is also interested in the dig-
ital medium.

“If there is an offer, subject or
big companies come to me then I
can talk to them,” he said.

At the moment, he is focussing
on promoting his new autobiogra-
phy, The Best Mistakes of My Life,
which takes the readers to his
world of films, family, his near-
death accident and more.

“I am happy that it has come
out the way it has. I worked really
hard on it. I had gone into my past
and relived all those glorious times,”
said the actor in his 70s.

—IANS

Wedding gifting in India
has mostly been about
ceremonial grandeur or

scale. If it’s not a piece of jewellery,
then it has to be a fat ribbon-crust-
ed gift cheque or an exotic vaca-
tion. Seldom do we realise that the
couple intends to settle back into
a normal life after the big day and
could do much more with practi-
cal aids than having to think of a
heirloom closet. A gift for a cou-
ple can be equally thoughtful,
beautiful and no holds barred.
Make sure that the gifts get out of
the box and are used, touched and
felt everyday. 

If you do choose to gift jew-
ellery, leave the traditional gold
behind. Trust us it would only be
transported to bank lockers and be
taken out for other wedding
soirees. Opt for a combination of
coloured gems and diamonds that
has a more cocktail feel. Gift a
statement piece like a diamond
earring with a square emerald
stone or a floral design earring
with a pearl and coloured stone
that can be worn at any party. 

If you must buy gold, opt for
lighter designs that can be worn
daily. Ear jackets, ear sliders, pen-
dants, stackable bracelets, chokers
and rings with coloured gems set
in 18K gold make for beautiful
gifts for the bride who will be the
talk of the town much after the
wedding day. 

A young couple has to set up
home  after their marriage and
decorative or special kitchenware
are a priority for them. Present
them with a silver plated and
malachite stone tea set or a silver
goblet that is equal parts ceremo-
nial and attractive. These pieces
can be passed down generations
and become heritage pieces as well.
Or opt for a Persian plate and
saucer holder along with decora-
tive plates and saucers or a caber-
net wooden beer tray with beer

mugs, if you want to gift some-
thing casual. 

An antique coffee bean churn-
er or leather boxes can be great
pieces for the den of the house.
Imagine how thankful a coffee lov-
ing couple will be with a churner
that can get them a freshly ground
brew every morning. The boxes
bring character with their textured
feel. 

If you want to focus on the
groom, ceremonial buttons, cuf-
flinks, bows, shoes or even an attire
like a bandhgala will be a great per-
sonalised gift. Present him with an
emerald green bow, in Italian
cotton velvet, embellished with a

crown figurative embroidery from
a famed designer. The small piece
can amp up the groom’s outfit. 

Step away from the vases and
miniatures if you want to gift home
decor. The latest trend in wall
decor comprises decorative plates
and dimensional wall art like wall

sculptures, 3D wall art and
wall panels. Use of dimen-
sional art gives the decor
space a layered look that
feels more complete. Wood
carvings or even raw pieces
of metal can solve the pur-
pose of expressing your
design vision. For a piece to

decorate a table surface, opt
for beautifully painted plates. 

POP OUT OF

THE JEWEL BOX

Artist ROB divulges the secrets from
his imaginarium. By ASMITA SARKAR

This wedding season, help a young couple set up a beautiful home instead.

Here are a few ideas by TEAM VIVA

A wild wide world

Bigger than Baahubali?
The writer-director SS RAJAMOULI creates euphoria amongst fans by announcing his multi-starring next

Wall plates by Fabuliv

Sterling silver goblets by ArgentOr

Bow tie by House of Sunil Mehra

Pearl and diamond earrings by TBZ

IF YOU’RE
FOCUSSING ON
THE GROOM,
CEREMONIAL

BUTTONS,
CUFFLINKS,

BOWS, SHOES OR
AN ATTIRE LIKE A
BANDHGALA WILL

BE A GREAT
PERSONALISED

GIFT

‘You have to

treat kids like

adults and every

time you tell

them that

pollution is a

problem, they

won’t listen to

you because

they want to

have fun. So, I

encourage them

to recycle and

use waste

materials’

EXTRAORDINARY TAKE

Veteran actor SANJAY KHAN is ready to tell the world about his richly lived life 

‘TV is making much more money than
films these days. It has a greater reach. I
have some exceptional stories for that.

There is one on the British Raj. It’s called
the Beginning of an Empire’
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CHHETRI OUT OF JORDAN FRIENDLY
New Delhi: India's star striker Sunil Chhetri will miss the upcoming
international friendly against Jordan due to an ankle injury that has ruled
him out for at least two weeks. Chhetri suffered the injury during
Bengaluru's Hero ISL match against Kerala Blasters on November 5. "The
BFC Medical Team have shared the MRI reports and medical assessments
and we have scrutinised them thoroughly. Sunil needs rest of around two
weeks and proper rehabilitation after which he can get back to training,"
said Indian team's physiotherapist Gigy George. The match against Jordan
is slated to be played at the King Abdullah II Stadium in Amman on
November 17. The Indian will depart for the game on November 15.

EVES FACE MYANMAR IN OLYMPIC QUALIFIERS
Yangon: India will have their task cut out when they face hosts Myanmar
in their third and final match of the 2020 AFC Women's Olympic Qualifiers
here on Tuesday. Coach Maymol Rocky's charges will have momentum on
their side as they go into the match on the back of a stunning 7-1 win
against Bangladesh. After playing out a 1-1 draw in their opener against
Nepal, the Indian women responded with a resounding victory in their
second game, with Bala Devi getting on the scoresheet four times and
Kamala Devi scoring twice. India have four points from two matches, the
same as Myanmar who won their first match by a 5-0 margin against
Bangladesh and followed it up with a surprising 1-1 draw against Nepal on
Sunday.

HARIKA BOWS OUT OF WORLD C'SHIP
Khanty Mansiysk: Indian challenge ended at the World Women Chess
Championship with grandmaster D Harika bowing out following a defeat
against former champion Alexandra Kosteniuk of Russia in the second set
of tie-break games here. Harika had carried the Indian hopes nicely till the
tie-breaker of the third round. However, she got a jolt in the first game of
the rapid tie-break where both players had 25 minutes on their clock. The
Indian looked down and out but a major comeback was on the cards as she
won the return game with white pieces to level scores. But in the 10-minute
games, Harika again lost the first game with black on Sunday.

LAHIRI LOGS TOP-10 AT MEXICO
Playa del Carmen: Anirban Lahiri secured his first Top-10 finish since the
first week of August after carding a three-under 68 on the final day of the
Mayakoba Golf Classic here on Monday. Lahiri, who once again was off to
a brilliant start on the front nine with four birdies against no bogeys - he
had five on the front stretch on the third day, aggregated 16-under 268 to
finish T-10th. Lahiri's last Top-10 finish was at the WGC-Bridgestone where
he signed off at Tied-6th place. In the six starts in between those two Top-
10s, Lahiri had four missed cuts and a best finish of T-63 at CIMB Classic.
"It was some relief, though it could have been much better," said Lahiri, who
is now due to play for India at the World Cup in Melbourne alongside his
teammate Gaganjeet Bhullar.

EAST BENGAL HOST CHENNAI IN I LEAGUE
Kolkata: On a high after two successive away wins, East Bengal will look
to begin their home campaign on a rousing note when they face Chennai
City in a top-of-the-table I-League clash here on Tuesday. Eyeing an elusive
I-League title, East Bengal began their campaign with wins against Neroca
FC and Shillong Lajong in the hills and, before playing their first home
game of the season at the Salt Lake Stadium. Chennai City, who have
played one match extra, have two wins against Indian Arrows and Gokulam
Kerala and were held by Churchill Brothers. The last meeting between the
two teams at this ground, nine months ago, resulted in a disaster for
Chennai City with East Bengal pumping in seven goals. 

HAMILTON WINS IN BRAZIL, MERCEDES TAKE CONSTRUCTORS
SAO PAULO: New five-time world champion Lewis Hamilton steered his
Mercedes to a nail-biting victory in Sunday's Brazilian Grand Prix, a
triumph that clinched the constructors championship for a fifth
consecutive season for the team. The 33-year-old Briton took advantage of
a collision that cost Max Verstappen the lead in the closing stages to regain
the initiative and then hang on with worn tyres as the Red Bull came home
second. Kimi Raikkonen finished third on his 150th start for Ferrari ahead
of Daniel Ricciardo in the second Red Bull, Valtteri Bottas in the second
Mercedes and Sebastian Vettel who came home sixth for Ferrari. The result
ended Ferrari's hopes of stopping Mercedes' title triumph, brought
Hamilton his tenth win of the year and 72nd of his career. It was also the
first time he had won a late-season race after winning the drivers' title.
Charles Leclerc finished seventh for Sauber ahead of the two Haas cars
driven by Romain Grosjean and Kevin Magnussen with Sergio Perez 10th
for Force India. Hamilton said: "It was an honour to drive for them
(Mercedes) today. I saw it happen. I wasn't surprised by it. I saw them
racing and they weren't racing for the same position."

SINGLES

AFP n MILAN 

Cristiano Ronaldo scored as Juventus
bounced back from their midweek
Champions League defeat by Manchester

United with a 2-0 win over 10-man AC Milan in
Serie A, as Gonzalo Higuain missed a penalty
before being sent off for the hosts.

Mario Mandzukic headed in the
opener in the eighth minute at the San Siro
on Sunday with Ronaldo adding a second
on 81 minutes as Juventus maintained their
six-point cushion ahead of the interna-
tional break.

It got the defending seven-time Serie
A champions back on track after suffer-
ing their first defeat of the season by United fol-
lowing two late goals despite Ronaldo's stunning
volley.

"Winning tonight was the only way to put
aside what happened in the final five minutes of
the Champions League game," said Juve coach
Massimiliano Allegri.

"It was important to win without conceding
a goal and to regain the six-point advantage over
Napoli who are having an excellent championship."

A third loss of the campaign, however, saw
AC Milan drop out of the Champions League
places behind Lazio who moved back into fourth
despite a 1-1 draw at Sassuolo.

Juventus have 34 points from 12 games -- six
ahead of Carlo Ancelotti's Napoli with Inter a fur-
ther three behind.

"I'm very happy, especially for the team,
because playing away to Milan is always very dif-
ficult," said Ronaldo.

"It was important to win, because Napoli beat
Genoa last night and we had to keep our distance."

Allegri's side rarely looked threatened by AC
Milan with Mandzukic rising highest to nod in

an Alex Sandro cross to dampen
spirits among the 75,000-capacity
crowd at the San Siro.

The Croatian World Cup runner-
up could have made it two shortly after,
meeting a cross this time from Ronaldo
but Milan skipper Alessio Romagnoli blocked.

Higuain returned from a back prob-
lem to face his parent club but it was to
be a nightmare outing for the forward
who had been loaned out to Milan last
summer to make space for Ronaldo.

The Argentine missed a penalty
awarded after Medhi Benatia handled in
the area five minutes before the break with
Juventus goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny

tipping the ball onto the post.
Ronaldo tested Gianluigi Donnarumma in the

AC Milan goal early in the second half before final-
ly blasting in nine minutes from time for his first
goal at the San Siro.

Minutes later Higuain saw red after shouting
at the referee in frustration after a foul on Benatia,
and was led off the pitch in tears.

"I told him not to exaggerate, to calm down
and not to risk a major penalty," said Ronaldo of
what he told Higuain on the pitch.

"He was nervous, he was losing, but we must
not blame him, he didn't say anything."

"I know that we are an example for all chil-
dren, for those who play football, for the peo-
ple watching, but we are not robots, and we
carry things within us," Higuain said after.

"We are human, we feel emotions, the
game was not going the right way and it was
one of those days.

"I think sometimes the referees should
understand the situation," added Higuain, who
won two Serie A titles with Juventus after join-
ing from Napoli in 2016.

AFP n MONACO

Thierry Henry's disastrous start
as coach of Monaco continued

on Sunday as Edinson Cavani's
VAR-assisted hat-trick helped Paris
Saint-Germain to an easy 4-0 win
in the principality that saw them
extend their perfect record in Ligue
1 this season.

Neymar netted a penalty to
complete PSG's victory, as they
made it 13 wins from 13 league
games under Thomas Tuchel, fur-
ther stretching their start to the sea-
son that is a record in France and
in Europe's so-called big five
leagues.

They go 13 points clear of sec-
ond-placed Lille at the Ligue 1
summit, the club who have been
their main challengers in recent sea-
sons continued their deeply wor-
rying slump, with Henry again left
to look on helplessly from the
touchline.

Champions in 2017, Monaco
are in the relegation zone and five
points away from outright safety
having failed to win in six match-
es in all competitions since the

Arsenal and France great took
charge.

They have now gone 16 games
without a win altogether, with
this result following a 4-0 home
reverse against Club Brugge which
knocked them out of the
Champions League.

Monaco are on their worst
run in France's top flight in 32 years.

"We are playing for survival,
nothing else," said Henry, who has
picked up a squad cursed by
injuries.

Here he was missing a dozen
players due either to injury or sus-
pension at kick-off, while both
Belgian international Nacer Chadli
and his replacement Jordi Mboula
had to come off hurt.

"We lost two more players
tonight, so it is starting to become
a lot," he said, adding: "I am stay-
ing positive because even with all
that we managed to create chances
against PSG."

PSG went ahead in the fourth
minute when Neymar drove the
ball across goal for Cavani to con-
vert.

The goal was initially disal-

lowed before being given by the
Video Assistant Referee, and the
same thing happened in the 11th
minute when Cavani turned the
ball in again after the flag was
wrongly raised for an offside
against Moussa Diaby.

In contrast to those two goals,
a fine Julian Draxler finish in first-
half stoppage time was initially
given before being disallowed on
review.

However, Diaby squared for
Cavani to complete his hat-trick in
the 54th minute, and Neymar
then rolled in a penalty after
Kylian Mbappe had been fouled
by France teammate Djibril
Sidibe.

"I am very satisfied with the
result, and with the fact we showed
the hunger to win a 13th straight
game. That is extraordinary," said
Tuchel.

"Monaco and Henry are in a
very difficult situation with lots of
players out injured. This wasn't
the night for Monaco to challenge
us. They can do that if they have
all their players back but not
today."

AFP n MADRID

Real Madrid director Emilio
Butragueno has said the

club are delighted with
Santiago Solari's spell in charge
after the team posted their
fourth consecutive win by
beating Celta Vigo on Sunday.

Madrid claimed a 4-2 vic-
tory at Balaidos and the expec-
tation is Solari will now be
given the job full-time, fol-
lowing a transformation in
results.

Four victo-
ries during his
tenure have
brought 15 goals
scored and just
two conceded
while Real have
cut the gap behind Barcelona
to four points in La Liga.

The win over Celta was
the club's last fixture before
Solari's two weeks as an inter-
im coach ends during the
international break.

"He has done excellently,"
Butragueno said on Sunday.
"He arrived in a very particu-
lar moment and has achieved
very good results, above all
today against Celta in a very
difficult game. We are very
happy with how things have
gone."

Butragueno would not
confirm whether Solari's posi-
tion would be made perma-
nent but it is likely the
Argentinian will remain in the
post, at least until the end of
the season.

"We will see," Solari said.
"I usually don't plan too far
ahead but in principle, it's my
day off tomorrow.

"The important thing is to
do everything for the good of
the team and Real Madrid.
Nothing else is important for
me."

Madrid defender Alvaro
Odriozola said the players are
behind Solari.

"These things are decided
by those at the top, we just have
to work to get out of the cri-
sis," Odriozola said.

"We'll go to the death with
him, he's a great coach and of
course we want him to con-
tinue."

Madrid dominated a
chaotic match against Celta
that featured three goals and a
red card in the final 10 min-
utes.

Karim Benzema scored a
brilliant opener before insti-
gating a second, his shot can-
noning in off Gustavo Cabral.

Hugo Mallo pulled one
back for the hosts in the sec-
ond half but Sergio Ramos
chipped in a late penalty to put
the result beyond doubt and
Cabral was sent off for receiv-
ing a second yellow card.
Dani Ceballos' stunning effort
made it four, with Brais
Mendez adding a late Celta
consolation.

"The team showed a lot of
personality to come through
all the circumstances of the
game," Solari said.

Madrid suffered a spate of
injuries as Casemiro, Sergio
Reguilon and Nacho were all
forced off. Gareth Bale took a
knock to his left ankle in the
first half but was able to con-
tinue.

"Gareth made a massive
effort, his ankle was very
swollen," Solari said. "Celta
played very aggressively, on the
edge of the rules."

Juve

Cristiano Ronaldo controls the ball during a Serie A match against AC Milan AP

Sergio Ramos after scoring the third goal against RC Celta Vigo AP

keep flying high

Mandzukic and Ronaldo score either side of half-time
while Higuain was sent off in Milan’s loss 

Solari leads Los

Blancos to 4th win

Madrid: Real Madrid have
submitted documentation to
make Santiago Solari their first
team coach on a permanent
basis.
The former midfielder took over
the club at the end of October,
replacing Julen Lopetegui.
Madrid have since won four
games in a row under Solari
and have now given him a
permanent contract, which has
been sent to the Spanish FA
(RFEF).
Marca have confirmed the news
after contacting the RFEF on
Monday. Agencies

SOLARI TO COACH

REAL MADRID

Cavani’s hat-trick adds to Henry woes

PNS n LUCKNOW

India Blue and India Green won their
respective matches to set up the final

clash in the Under-19 Challenger Trophy
at Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana
International Stadium on Monday.

India Blue defeated India Yellow by
seven wickets while India Green beat
India Red by four wickets.

In the match played at B ground,
India Yellow bundled out for paltry 179
runs in 43.3 overs. 

Rahul Chandrol played a knock of 64
runs after openers DR Gajraj (30) and
Tilak Verma (29) gave a decent start of
69 runs in the 13.5 overs. In reply, rid-
ing on skipper Pradosh Ranjan Pal’s
unbeaten knock of 92 India Blue achieved
the target for the loss of three wickets in
44.5 overs.

In the second match, opting to
bast, India Red piled up 226 runs for
the loss of eight wickets in the allotted
50 overs. In reply, India Green romped
home in 47.4 overs for the loss of six wick-
ets.
BRIEF SCORES:
Yellow: 179 (Rahul 64, DR Gajraj 30, AS
Sandhu 26/5, RS Hangarkar 32/2)
Blue: 183 (Pradosh 92, KAmran Iqbal 25,
Amit Shukla 18; Tekan 28/1)

Red: 226 (Yashaswi 66, Abhishek 59,
Anirudh 27; Athrav 41/2)
Green: 227 (Arya Sethi 58, Nihal 48;
Sushant 42/2).

India Blue, Green set up title clash
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AFP n CHENNAI

Batsman Rohit Sharma said India
were brimming with confidence
after their crushing home vic-

tories over the West Indies -- but
warned that winning their first Test
series in Australia was a challenge of
a different order.

India completed a 3-0 Twenty20
series sweep over the West Indies on
Sunday, to add to their 2-0 Test
whitewash and 3-1 victory in the
ODIs, extending their dominating
home form.

But Sharma said an away series
against old rivals Australia, even
without their batsmen Steve Smith,
David Warner and Cameron Bancroft,
who are banned for ball-tampering,
would be a much sterner test.

"Australia is always challenging
when it comes to going out there and
performing. Every time you go there,
you are tested as a player, as an indi-
vidual and as a team as well," the vet-
eran opener said after Sunday's win.

"I think we have got to be at our
best and when you win a series like
this (West Indies) and when you play
like that in the tournament you are
high on confidence. It's all about tak-
ing that confidence to Australia and
doing what we did as a team."

India barely have time to catch
their breath before heading on Friday
to Australia, where the first of three
T20 matches is in Brisbane on
November 21. They will also play four
Tests and three ODIs.

The world's number one Test side
are only too aware that away from

home, their form is fragile. They went
down 2-1 in South Africa and then 4-
1 in England this year.

Sharma said India must "start
fresh" and forget about their recent
wins if they are to take their home
consistency to Australia.

"Australia will be a different ball
game I completely understand. But I
think the things that we have been
doing as a team and as a player, we
keep repeating it," he said.

"The best teams in the world keep
repeating those performances. It will
be important for us that we start fresh.
Not think about what we have done
in the past."

Sharma, the only batsman to hit
four T20 centuries, is part of India's
squad for the Tests which start in
Adelaide on December 6 after being
overlooked for the five-day games in
England.

"I am someone who doesn't think
too far ahead. So I am focusing on the
T20 series first," said Sharma.

"Of course the Test match is
something that I was looking forward
for a long time and it will be nice to
go out there and represent India in
Tests, but we want to win the T20s
first." He added: "The last time (2015-
16) we played a T20 format in
Australia we won 3-0."

AFP n HOBART

Australia's one-day batsmen
are under mounting pressure

to keep their places after a lack-
lustre series defeat to South Africa,
captain Aaron Finch warned on
Monday, with a potential shake-up
looming.

Finch admitted "we're all
under pressure when we lose, no
doubt about that" and hinted at
changes ahead of their next series
against India, ranked two in the
world, in January.

"Between the batting line-up
not having got it right for a little
while now there's going to be ques-
tions asked whether it's Maxi,
Lynny, Heady, or myself or Stoin,"
he said, referring to Glenn
Maxwell, Chris Lynn, Travis Head
and Marcus Stoinis.

"It's important that we really
nut out the balance of the side and
get that right over the next two
months.

"We have to either adapt our
game plan a little bit around the
way the side structures up best or
we slightly change our personnel
to fit a style that we think can win."

Big-hitting Lynn was elevated
to open the batting in Hobart in

a bid to get quick runs on the
board, but it failed spectacularly
when he was out first ball.

Despite this, Finch said the
powerful right-hander, a prolific
scorer in twenty20s, is likely to
open again as Australia look for
more aggression early in the
innings.

"Yeah, it could be a long-term
plan," he said.

"It was an attacking option to
put Chris at the top, to change him
and Travis (Head), to put a cou-
ple of guys up there who can get
us off to a flyer. It was an attack-
ing move.

"If I had my time again I'd still
do it."

PTI n DUBAI 

Indian chinaman Kuldeep Yadav, who played a key role
in India's series win over West Indies, on Monday

leapfrogged 14 places to a career-high 23rd in the latest ICC
T20 rankings.

Yadav picked up five wickets in two matches at an econ-
omy-rate of 5.6 in India's home series 3-0 win over the cur-
rent T20 champions.

Speedster Bhuvneshwar Kumar jumped nine places to
break into the Top-20. He is placed at the 19th spot while
Jasprit Bumhrah gained five places to be world No 21.

Among the Indian batsmen, Rohit Sharma, who led
India to the sweep, and opener Shikhar Dhawan made
notable improvements.

Sharma (up be three places)is ranked seventh with
Dhawan (up by five places) securing the 16th spot.

Pakistan and India retained their first
and second place in the team rank-
ings, collecting two and three
points respectively. Pakistan moved
to 138 points while India have 127
points.

There is no change in the top-
four of the all-rounders' list with
Australia's Glenn Maxwell
leading the field.
Mohammad Nabi is sec-
ond, followed by Shakib
Al Hasan and JP
Duminy.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Australia will be
involved in all four
remaining T20Is later
this month. They will
play South Africa in a
one-off match in Carrara on
November 17, before taking
on India in a three-match
series from November 21-25.

NEW DELHI: Hiten Dalal scored a brisk 79 on debut before
Himachal Pradesh fought back to reduce Delhi to 305 for eight at
stumps on day one. Dhruv Shorey (88) too made a significant
contribution but missed out on a hundred on a day when some
questionable umpiring calls were made. Gautam Gambhir
smashed 44 while Nitish Rana (6) could not do much on his
captaincy debut. Dagar was the pick of the bowlers for Himachal
Pradesh, taking three wickets for 57 runs in 21 overs while off-
spinner Gurvinder Singh took two for 57 in 21 overs.

PTI n NEW DELHI 

The playing conditions will not be similar to
Australia but it would be still be valuable

match practice for the Test regulars, who are part
of India A squad in New Zealand, insists Rahul
Dravid.

India Test vice-captain Ajinkya Rahane,
Rohit Sharma, Murali Vijay, Prithvi Shaw,
Parthiv Patel and Hanuma Vihari figure in the
A squad for the first unofficial Test, scheduled
in Mount Maunganui from November 16.

All these six players have also been picked
for the four-Test series in Australia, beginning
December 6.

"I think it will be a very good opportunity
for some of the boys who are requested by the
senior team management to be a part of the A
tour," Dravid told BCCI.Tv.

"They will be able to gain some match-time
experience even if the conditions are not going
to be exactly the same or it is not like being in
Australia. The A team format is pretty com-
petitive and it is match-time experience. It is a
good opportunity in the lead up to international
tours."

India A are scheduled to play three unoffi-
cial Tests and as many One-dayers in New
Zealand.

Dravid feels the youngsters in the squad will
also benefit from the presence of seniors.

"What we see nowadays is that there is not
much time for practice or practice games in the
lead up to an international series because of the
amount of cricket that is being played.

"From Indian cricket's perspective by organ-
ising these tours, we can give the boys a better
chance to prepare for an international series. It
is exciting to have the senior boys with us. The
objective for us is to prepare them for Australia
and at the same time, the younger boys get an
opportunity to share the dressing room with
them," said the former India captain.

The tour has gained more significance as
India just play only one warm-up game before
the first Test begins at Adelaide on Dec 6.

"It is really nice to be able to hold such tours
just before the Indian team visits these countries.
We are trying to achieve that with the A team
programme. We are trying to have shadow tours.
We did it in England and we could obviously not
do it in Australia, but it is great to go to New
Zealand instead," said Dravid.

The batting great said the focus will be on
red-ball cricket during the team's stay in New
Zealand.

"The focus on the New Zealand tour is more
about four-day cricket and I think we are play-
ing really good white ball cricket. We have been
really competitive and building a very good
bench strength. 

"The push from my perspective and some
of the thinking and planning that has gone into
is that we try and improve our longer format
cricket, especially when travelling overseas.

"Keeping that in mind, we have increased
the number of Test matches. We are trying to
increase the amount of red ball cricket that our
boys can get to experience."

PTI n MUMBAI 

New Zealand's left-arm spinner
Mitchell Santner believes the

upcoming limited overs series in his
home country against India could be
a high-scoring affair due to the nature
of grounds and wickets and hopes to
be a part of it.

India, who last toured New
Zealand in 2014-15, will return to
Kiwiland for a five-match ODI rub-
ber starting January 23 in Napier, to
be followed by best-of-three T20
Internationals (T20Is).

"Both teams have changed a lot
since then (the 2014 tour). India have
performed in England and against
(Australia) in conditions similar to
New Zealand. It's (depends on) how
quickly they (India) can adapt to those
conditions.

"If they can hit the ground run-
ning on those home conditions for us,
it's going to make for a very interest-
ing series. It can be a high-scoring
series with the nature of grounds and
wickets (on offer)," Santner said here
on Monday.

Santner, along with compatriot
Corey Anderson, spoke to reporters
during a special interaction organ-
ised by Star Sports.

"Virat (Kohli - the skipper) and
other Indian batsmen are scoring
a lot of runs at the moment and
they haven't been to New Zealand
for four years. But they have
played all round the country and
scored runs everywhere.

"So they will probably like our
conditions, where it's quite flat, with
not a lot of turn. And obviously if
there's not a lot of swing, it (series) can
be high-scoring. So the batsmen will
like it and hopefully the ball swings
for us," added the 26-year-old spin-
ner.

Santner also feels the two teams
could take momentum from the
series before heading into the 2019
World Cup, which starts in England
at the end of May.

"The series will be a good test for

both the sides leading into the World
Cup and I guess in similar conditions.
Both the teams will be looking for-
ward to the competition and to take
some momentum into the World
Cup," he added.

According to Santner, India have
a "strong batting line up" and the key
for the visitors, with wrist spinners
Kuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra
Chahar in operation, will be to get
wickets in the middle overs.

"With the nature of flat wickets,
the wrist spinners can spin the ball
both ways. The key in ODI cricket is
to get wickets in the middle (overs).

"The wrist spinners - they might
leak a lot more runs but have the
option (chance) of getting more wick-
ets (too)," he said.

All-rounder Anderson, on his
part, said he would like to be in New
Zealand's 2019 World Cup team.

AFP n DHAKA 

Mushfiqur Rahim became the first wicket-
keeper-batsman in history to score two dou-

ble hundreds in Tests as Bangladesh built a strong
total in the second Test against Zimbabwe in
Dhaka on Monday.

Mushfiqur hit an unbeaten 219 to help
Bangladesh declare their first innings at 522-7 an
hour into the final session, before the hosts reduced
Zimbabwe to 25 for one at stumps on the second
day.

Taijul Islam removed Hamilton Masakadza for
14 after an edge flew to Mehidy Hasan at first slip
for Bangladesh's first breakthrough.

Brian Chari, 10 not out, and nightwatchman
Donald Tiripano (naught) prevented further
damage.

Zimbabwe, ahead in the two-match tourna-
ment 1-0, needs at least a draw to win their first
Test series in seven years.

But it was Mushfiqur who shone, pulling leg-
spinner Brendon Mavuta for a single at square leg
after the tea break to become the first wicket-
keeper-batsman ever to score two double tonnes
in Test cricket.

"I wasn't in bad form in Tests, but yes I was-
n't getting a big innings. I believed that it was
around the corner," Mushfiqur said at the close of
second day's play.

"I knew that converting a fifty would ensure
a big score. I had a lot of self-belief. I had my prepa-
rations in place." 

Mushfiqur, who played 421 balls and hit 18
fours and a six, also surpassed Shakib al Hasan to
become the highest individual scorer in an
innings for Bangladesh in Test cricket.

Skipper Mahmudullah Riyad called the bats-
men to the dressing room soon after Mushfiqur
nudged Sean Williams for a single to pass Shakib's
217 against New Zealand at Wellington in 2017.

Mushfiqur shared a record 144-run in their
unbroken eighth wicket stand with Mehidy

Hasan, after Kyle Jarvis took two scalps in the
afternoon session to complete his third five-wick-
et haul in Tests.

Mushfiqur also had a hand in the previous
eighth wicket record when he added 113 with
Naeem Islam against England in 2010.

Jarvis, who claimed three wickets on the open-
ing day, removed Mahmudullah for 36 and Ariful
Haque for four but Mushfiqur and Mehidy denied
the visitors further success.

Australia ‘different ball game': Rohit
Limited overs deputy believes even without Smith & Warner winning first Test series in Australia will be a tough challenge

Rohit Sharma plays a shot during his record fourth hundred run innings in second T20 PTI

Mitchell Santner,right, celebrates with Ish Sodhi after dismissing Hardik Pandya PTI/File Photo

Wicketkeeper batsman Mushfiqur Rahim kisses ground after
scoring second double hundred in Test cricket ICC

Rahul Dravid in conversation with Prithvi Shaw ICC

Aaron Finch, right, returns to pavilion AP

KOLKATA: India pacer Mohammed Shami
on Monday said he is preparing for the
Australia series by watching videos of their
opponents in order to get the line and
length right.
The Indian pace attack impressed in
England but it's the batsmen who let them
down to lose the series 1-4.
"As a fast bowling unit, we did well in
England. We are preparing for the Australia
series and watching a lot of videos. The
plan is to focus on the series as much as
possible as the opponents are very strong.
We will work on getting the line and length
right," Shami told reporters here.
Shami, who was part of the Test and ODI
squads in their just concluded series
against West Indies, was back home and
visited the Eden Gardens on the sidelines

of Bengal's Ranji Trophy match against
Madhya Pradesh.
"We will always try to do our best. Winning
or losing also depends on luck. We will
give our 100 per cent," Shami said.
According to reports, suspended duo of
Steve Smith and David Warner may be
reconsidered.
"If those two don't play, they will obviously
be weakened. But in the end, you have to
stick to your plan and work on your
strengths," Shami added.
Asked if he's looking ahead to the World
Cup next year, Bengal pacer Shami said: "It
depends on who is fit and who is not
during that time. My performance will be
evaluated and and I will expect to get a
chance if I do well. PTI

PREPARING FOR AUS TOUR BY

WATCHING VIDEOS: SHAMI

Finch warns faltering
batsmen of shake-up 

Kuldeep reaches 

career-best T20 rankings

Ranji Trophy
DALAL, SHOREY FIFTIES LIFT DELHI

KOLKATA: Koushik Ghosh slammed his second first-class century
in his comeback game, steering Bengal to 246/4 against Madhya
Pradesh. Included in the side as an extra batsman, the left-hander
repaid the faith in him with his 189-ball 100 (14x4). The 26-year-
old, along with Abhimanyu Easwaran (86), stitched a 136-run
partnership. But Madhya Pradesh ended the day on a positive
note, picking two wickets — including Ghosh's — in two overs
before bad light stopped play in 82 overs.

GHOSH SLAMS TON ON COMEBACK

TIRUNELVELI: Skipper Akshath Reddy led from the front with a
superb unbeaten 114 to help Hyderabad make 249 for 3 to take the
honours on the opening day of the Elite Group 'B' match against
Tamil Nadu. Akshath found an able partner in Himalay Agarwal
(29). The two were involved in a half-century partnership to steady
the Hyderabad innings. After Himalay's dismissal the big
partnership of the day came as Akshath and B Sandeep (73
batting) joined forces.

REDDY'S HELPS HYD TAKE HONOURS

DIMAPUR: Milind Kumar dished out an all-round show to guide
Sikkim to 120 for 5 against Nagaland at stumps. Sikkim first
bowled out Nagaland for 179 in 52.5 overs with  Ishwar
Choudhary (4/65), Bipul Sharma (3/46) and Milind (2/21) taking
nine wickets among them. In reply, Sikkim had a jittery start with
9 for 2 in the fifth over. But former Delhi batsman Milind,
continued his fine run, blasting an unbeaten 78 from 66 balls.
Sikkim ended day one at 120/5, trailing Mizoram by 59 runs.

MILIND STARS FOR SIKKIM

Santner predicts high-scoring India-NZ series

PTI n MUMBAI 

Former New Zealand coach
Mike Hesson on Monday

emphasised that the World Test
Championship is "critical" for
survival of the longest format of
the game.

As per the International
Cricket Council (ICC), the nine
top-ranked sides will compete in
the championship with each side
playing six series on a home-and-
away basis against mutually select-
ed opponents in a two-year cycle.

The cycle will begin soon
after the ICC Cricket World Cup
2019, with the Ashes in England
set to kick-start the event. The
top-two sides will then contest in
the ICC World Test

Championship final in June 2021.
"Test cricket will survive as

long as there is context. The
World Test Championship is crit-
ical to its survival. If there is no
context to matches and they just
operate bilateral tours in isolation,
then the relevancy will disappear
over time," Hesson said.

Hesson, who coached New
Zealand for six years before tak-
ing over as head coach of IPL
team Kings XI Punjab, stressed
Test cricket even now generates a
lot of interest.

"People are getting scared
that Test cricket is disappearing,
but I think that's not the case.
There is still a high level of inter-
est," added the 44-year-old
Hesson.

‘World C'ship must for Test’s survival’

MUMBAI: In a significant development,
New Zealand Cricket has allowed their
players to take part in the entire
duration of the next edition of the
Indian Premier League (IPL).
An announcement to this effect was
made on Monday by James Wear, GM
Commercial, New Zealand Cricket.
"One of the things New Zealand Cricket
has decided is to allow its players to
play in the Indian Premier League right
till the end of the IPL," Wear told a
select group of reporters here.
"So we are keen to give our guys as
much experience playing all around the
world as possible so that they get a
great experience by playing in the IPL,"
explained Wear on the reason behind
the Kiwi cricket board's decision even
with the ICC World Cup following
shortly after the conclusion of the T20
league.
"Last season we had 11 players playing
in there (IPL), which was great for us
and we are keen to continue that,"
added Wear. PTI

NZ PLAYERS AVAILABLE
FOR FULL IPL SEASON

‘Kiwi conditions

will help seniors’ 

Rahim's record innings puts B'desh on top

DHAKA: Bangladesh's one-day international captain
Mashrafe Mortaza will stand in next month's election,
the ruling party announced on Monday, after Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina endorsed the superstar's foray
into politics.
A photograph of 35-year-old Mashrafe, who enjoys
rockstar status in cricket-mad Bangladesh, alongside
Hasina ran on the front pages of many newspapers in
the South Asian nation of 160 million.
A spokesman for Hasina's Awami League said
Mashrafe had been given the "green light" from the
prime minister, who is seeking a third consecutive term
in office on December 30.
"He plans to contest from Narail," said spokesman,
referring to Mashrafe's hometown district in western
Bangladesh. Mashrafe has not commented publicly on
his running for the Awami League. AFP

Mashrafe to stand in election


