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Dassault Aviation Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)

Eric Trappier rubbished alle-
gations made by Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi that he lied
about details of the Dassault-
Reliance Joint Venture (JV)
for offset contracts in the Rafale
Jet deal.

“I don’t lie. The truth I
declared before and the state-
ments I made are true. I don’t
have a reputation of lying. In
my position as CEO, you don’t
lie,” said Trappier when asked
to respond to Rahul’s charge
that Dassault was covering up
for possible cronyism in award-
ing the offset deal to Anil
Ambani-led Reliance Group.

Rahul, in a Press confer-
ence on November 2, alleged
that Dassault invested �284
crore in a loss-making compa-
ny promoted by Anil Ambani
which was used to procure land
in Nagpur. “It is clear the
Dassault CEO is lying. If an
inquiry starts on this Modi is
not going to survive it.
Guaranteed,” added Rahul.

Speaking to ANI in the
Dassault hangar housed in
Istres-Le Tube Air base locat-
ed North of the French city of
Marseille, Trappier said they
had prior experience dealing
with the Congress and the
comments made by the
Congress president made him
sad. 

“We have a long experience
with the Congress party. Our
first deal was with India in 1953
with Nehru and other Prime
Ministers. We have been work-
ing with India. We are not
working for any party. 

We are supplying strategic
products like fighters to the
Indian Air Force (IAF) and the
Indian Government. That is
what is most important,” said

Trappier.
When pressed further for

the reason behind Dassault’s
choice of Reliance as an offset
partner which had no experi-
ence in manufacturing fighter
jets, Trappier clarified that the
money being invested was not
going to Reliance directly but
in a Joint Venture (JV) that
included Dassault.

“We are not putting the
money in Reliance. The money
is going into the JV. I put my
know-how free of charge on
how to produce people. I have
engineers and workers from
Dassault who are taking the
lead as far as the industrial part
of this deal is concerned. At the
same time, I have an Indian
company like Reliance who is
putting money into this JV as
they want to develop their
country. So the company is
going to know how to produce
aircraft,” added Trappier.

Trappier clarified further
about the investments being
made by Dassault, adding that
Reliance would match the
amount since the shareholding
pattern is 49 per cent Dassault
and 51 per cent Reliance as per
prescribed Government norms.

“We are supposed to put in
this company together about
�800 crore as 50:50. For the
time being, to start work in the
hangar and to pay workers
and employees, we have already
put �40 crore. But it will be
increased to �800 crore, which
implies �400 crore by Dassault
in the coming five years,” said
Trappier. 

He added Dassault has
seven years to perform offset.
“During first three years, we are
not obliged to say with who we
are working. We have already
settled work and agreement
with 30 companies, which rep-
resents 40 per cent of total off-
set obligation as per contract.
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Even as the Supreme Court
on Tuesday declined to stay

its verdict allowing entry of
women of all age groups into the
Sabarimala temple, it agreed to
hear in open court on January
22 a batch of review petitions
related to the matter. The review
petitions against the September
28 verdict were taken up ‘in-
chamber’ by a Bench of Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi and
Justices RF Nariman, AM
Khanwilkar, DY Chandrachud
and Indu Malhotra.  In in-
chamber proceedings, the
judges examined review peti-
tions by circulation and lawyers
are not present.

“All the review petitions,
along with all pending applica-
tions, will be heard in open
court on January 22, 2019 before
the appropriate Bench. We
make it clear that there is no stay
of the judgment and order of
this Court dated 28th
September, 2018 passed in Writ
Petition (Civil) No.373 of 2006
(Indian Young Lawyers
Association & Ors. Vs. The State
of Kerala & Ors),” the order said.

There are around 48 peti-
tions seeking review of the
judgement. The apex court,
earlier in the day, had made it
clear that fresh pleas related to
the Sabarimala temple entry will
be heard only after it decides the
earlier petitions seeking review
of the judgment allowing entry
of women of all age groups into
the shrine in Kerala. The Bench

stated this while hearing the
three fresh petitions filed by G
Vijaya Kumar, S Jaya Rajkumar
and Shailaja Vijayan challenging
its September 28 verdict. On
September 28, a five-judge
Constitution bench headed by
the then Chief Justice Dipak
Misra, in its 4:1 verdict, had
paved the way for entry of
women of all ages into the
Sabarimala temple saying the
bar amounted to gender dis-
crimination.

The Supreme Court on
October 9 declined an urgent
hearing on a review plea filed by
an association which had con-
tended that the five-judge
Constitution Bench’s verdict
removing the bar was “absolute-
ly untenable and irrational.”

The plea filed by the
National Ayyappa Devotees
Association (NADA), which
sought review of the verdict, had
said: “The notion that the judg-
ment under review is revolu-
tionary, one which removes the
stigma or the concept of dirt or
pollution associated with men-
struation, is unfounded. It is a
judgment welcomed by hyp-
ocrites who were aspiring for
media headlines. On the merits
of the case, as well, the said judg-
ment is absolutely untenable and
irrational, if not perverse.”

Besides the association, sev-
eral other parties, including one
by the Nair Service Society
(NSS), have filed petitions
against the apex court verdict.
The NSS had said  in its plea that

as the deity is a ‘Naistika
Brahmachari’, females below the
age of 10 and after the age of 50
years are eligible to worship him
and there is no practice of
excluding worship by females.

“Hence, the delay or wait for
40 years to worship cannot be
considered as exclusionary and
it is an error of law on the face
of the judgement,” the plea had
said. 

Meanwhile, the Sabarimala
temple head priest welcomed
the Supreme Court’s decision to
hear review petitions against its
judgement on the women’s
entry issue, in an open court on
January 22, saying “it is a big vic-
tory, this is Ayappa’s victory,”
according to PTI from
Sabarimala.

Colombo: In a major setback
to Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
overturned his controversial
decision to dissolve Parliament
and ordered a halt to prepara-
tions for snap elections on
January 5.

A three-member bench,
including country’s chief justice
Nalin Perera, delivered its rul-
ing after two days of delibera-
tions on as many as 13 petitions
against and five for Sirisena’s
November 9 decision to dissolve
Parliament, nearly two years

before the its term was to end.
Sirisena dissolved

Parliament after it became clear
that he lacked support from law-
makers to instal former strong-
man Mahinda Rajapaksa as the
new prime Minister following
his October 26 sacking of Ranil

Wickremesinghe as premier.
All petitions filed against

Sirisena’s decision will be heard
on December 4, 5 and 6, the
apex court ruled, according to
the opposition party officials
attending the hearing held
under tight security.

Major political parties and
an election commission mem-
ber Ratnajeevan Hoole on
Monday dragged Sirisena to the
Supreme Court, challenging his
move of dissolving Parliament,
almost 20 months before its
term was to end. PTI

Detailed report on P5
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As many as 60 retired
bureaucrats and diplomats

have questioned the “uncon-
scionable and unwarranted
delay” on the part of the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) in bringing
out the audit reports on
demonetisation and Rafale
deal.

Expressing concern, for-
mer bureaucrats said the audit
reports on demonetisation and
Rafale deal were being “delib-
erately” delayed to not “embar-
rass” the NDA Government till
next year’s general elections.
There was no immediate reac-
tion from the CAG. 

In an open letter, which
was also sent to President
Ram Nath Kovind, former
civil servants pointed out that

the CAG’s audit reports on the
2G scam, coal scam, Adarsh
scam and Commonwealth
Games, which influenced pub-
lic perception of the then
Government’s action, had
invited appreciation from var-
ious quarters.

In the letter, they said
there was concern over the
“unconscionable” and “unwar-
ranted delay” in bringing out
the audit reports on demon-
etisation and the Rafale fight-
er jet deal, and the reports
should be tabled before
Parliament in the Winter
Session. 

The CAG’s failure to pre-
sent the audit reports on note
ban and the Rafale deal in time
“may be seen as a partisan
action” and could create a
“crisis of credibility” for the
institution, the letter said.
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The Congress on Tuesday hit
out at Dassault Aviation

Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Eric Trappier, who, in an inter-
view with news agency ANI on
Tuesday, dismissed Congress
president Rahul Gandhi's alle-
gations that he had lied about
the details of the Dassault-
Reliance Joint Venture (JV)
for offset contracts in the Rafale
fighter jet deal. The Congress
termed the interview as "dic-
tated" and said that "manufac-
tured lies" could not "suppress"
the Rafale scam. 

Terming it as a fixed match,
Congress spokeperson
Randeep Singh Surjewala said
in a tweet that the country
needed fair investigation in
the Rafale deal with France.
Rahul Gandhi had also raised
the controversy over the Rafale
deal at a poll rally in
Chhattisgarh. 

Surjewala claimed that
"mutual beneficiaries and co-
accused's statements" did not
hold "any value". He asserted
that "truth" will be revealed in
the matter. "The nation does-
n't need 'doctored explana-
tions' but 'fair investigation'!
Fixed match between BJP Govt
& Dassault and PR Stunts of
PM Modi & Eric Trappier can't
hide the blatant corruption," he
wrote in another tweet.

He was responding to

Dassault Aviation CEO’s
defence of the contract in a
media interview. Trappier has
claimed no wrong-doing in
the �58,000-crore deal, assert-
ing it was a "clean deal".
Trappier also claimed his com-
pany chose Reliance as an off-
set partner.

"Dictated interviews and
manufactured lies cannot cover
up corruption in the Rafale
deal. The first rule of law is
mutual beneficiaries and the
co-accused's statements holds
no value. The second rule is
beneficiaries and accused can-
not be a judge in their own
case. Truth has a way of com-
ing out. Mr Modi, the nation
does not want doctored expla-
nations," Surjewala said. 

"The fixed match between
the BJP and Dassault Aviation
will not hide the scam. The PR
stunt that Eric Trappier and the
Prime Minister Modi are doing
will not cover up the layers of
corruption in the Rafale deal,"
he alleged.

Responding to Rahul's
accusation that he was lying
about the Rafale deal to protect
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Trappier said: "I don't lie.
In my position as CEO, you
don't lie".   Trappier said the
price of the Rafale in a "fly-
away" condition is less expen-
sive in the NDA deal than in
the UPA deal. "Price of 36 [air-
craft] was exactly the same

when you compare with 18 fly-
away.  36 is the double of 18, so
as far as I was concerned, it
should have been double the
price. But because it was
Government-to-Government,
there was some negotiation, I
had to decrease [the] price by
9 per cent . The price of Rafale
in flyaway condition is less
expensive in the 36 contract
than the 126 contract", he said. 

Trappier told ANI that
Anil Ambani's Reliance
Defence was just one several
companies Dassault was part-
nering with to carry out its off-
set obligations.  

"We have already settled

work and agreement with 30
companies, which represents
40 per cent  of total offset oblig-
ation as per contract. Reliance
is 10 per cent out of the 40,
while rest 30 per cent  is a direct
agreement between these com-
panies and Dassault," Trappier
told ANI.

The Centre on Monday
informed the Supreme Court
that the Defence Procurement
Procedure (DPP) as laid out by
the UPA in 2013 was "com-
pletely followed" in the pro-
curement of the 36 jets from
France and the deal was sub-
sequently approved by the
Cabinet Committee on

Security (CCS). 
Mounting a fresh offensive

against the Prime Minister,
Rahul Gandhi tagged a media
report with his tweet alleging
that the Government has
thrown up more "wrong-
doings" by Modi in the Rafale
deal in its affidavit before the
apex court.  

Rahul in his latest tweet
alleged that Modi has admitted
to "theft" in the Rafale deal
before the Supreme Court and
changes in the contract without
asking the IAF.

"Modi ji has admitted to his
theft in the Supreme Court. In
the affidavit, he admitted to
changes in the contract without
asking the Air Force and put
�30,000 crore in Ambani's
pocket. 

"The picture is still to come,
my friend," Gandhi said in a
tweet in Hindi.
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Preliminary results of the
world's largest-ever multi-

centre randomised trial on
cardiac rehabilitation and of
health potential of Yoga have
proved what yoga practitioners
have been claiming for long:
that yoga works. 

The results of the study
which were presented at the
American Heart Association
Scientific Session in Chicago
last week have shown that
YogaCaRe has the potential to
be an alternative to the con-
ventional cardiac rehabilita-
tion, which is almost non-
existent and costly in low-and
middle-income countries like
India. 

The study spanning five-
years holds importance given
that modern day medicine
demands evidence of benefit
for interventions for its wider
acceptance especially amongst
medical research community.
However, what's the best about
the yoga is that it is safe, rela-
tively inexpensive, does not
need an elaborate infrastruc-
ture, culturally acceptable and
improves quality of life.

"Cardiac rehabilitation is
virtually nonexistent in low-
and middle-income countries

in India due to its high cost and
the need for a multidisciplinary
team. Even in high-income
countries, uptake of cardiac
rehabilitation is 25 per cent to
35 per cent and is particularly
poor among the elderly and
women who may prefer gentler
and simpler approaches. There
is a high unmet need for cardiac
rehabilitation," D Prabhakaran,
Professor of chronic disease epi-
demiology and Vice President
at the Public Health Foundation
of India said.

Prabhakaran and col-
leagues conducted study on
3,959 patients in 24 centres in
India to find if yoga can be an
alternative means to cardiac
rehabilitation, as it addresses
the same three main compo-
nents: stress reduction, physi-
cal fitness and lifestyle changes.

"This study is a step in that
direction. I hope that this study
spurs several such large rigor-
ously performed trials in other
diseases where Yoga can be
potentially beneficial," said
Professor Ambuj Roy, Professor
of Cardiology at the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS).

He called the study 'land-
mark' as it shows that use of
Yoga as a CR tool is efficacious
in improving quality of life and

reducing cardiovascular events
among those who completed at
least 75 per cent of the sessions.
This offers a low-cost and cul-
turally-acceptable effective
alternative to standard cardiac
rehabilitation programmes that
are usually complex and expen-
sive, thereby improving lives of
millions of disadvantage peo-
ple worldwide who are in most
need of such care.  "The preva-
lence of ischemic heart disease
in India has increased over by
50 per cent and in terms of
absolute numbers, has
increased from 10 million in
1990 to 24 million in 2016,
Professor Prabhakaran said
highlighting the need for
yogaCaRe. Prof Sanjay Kinra,
Head, Epidemiology, London
School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine, Co-Principal
Investigator of the study added,
"Improvements in cardiac care
mean most people nowadays
survive a heart attack. The
focus has therefore shifted to
improving quality of life of sur-
vivors so that they can readjust
better after such a catastroph-
ic event."

The programme was 
funded by the Indian Council
for Medical Research 
(ICMR) and Medical Research
Council (UK). 
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The CBI on Tuesday regis-
tered a case against agency

Deputy Legal Advisor Beena
Raizada under charges of
cheating and forgery for
allegedly falsifying Assessment
Notes of her performance.

According to the FIR,
Raizada has been booked on
allegation of interpolation in
the assessment notes of Head
of Branch, CBI, Anti-
Corruption Bureau, Patna sub-
mitted along with Annual
Performance Appraisal Report
(APAR) by DLA Beena
Raizada.  

The Assessment Notes

allegedly appended by Raizada
along with her APARs for the
years 2014, 2015 and 2016
allegedly certified as "Excellent"
by forging the signature of the
then DIG, CBI, ACB, Patna VK
Singh. 

The CBI earlier conducted
a Preliminary Enquiry against
Raizada during which the then
DIG VK Singh who is now
posted in CBI, Jaipur denied
have signed her Assessment
Notes. Singh also said Raizada
was absent for 90 days during
2014 and 2015 and therefore
there was no question of writ-
ing assessment in her favour for
2016 as he was repatriated to
parent department in 2015. 
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Adelegation  comprising
former Army chief JJ

Singh, BJP MP Meenakshi
Lekhi and three other promi-
nent persons met President
Ram Nath Kovind on Tuesday
and urged  him to ask the
Supreme Court to  notify the
name of a third member of the
SIT formed to supervise probe
into the 1984 anti-Sikh riots
cases  so that the work is not
delayed any further.

"The SIT which was sup-
pose to give its report within
two to three months is not able
to function in absence of a
member and we have gone to
give the representation to the
President of India that there

should be an immediate noti-
fication to name the member,"
Lekhi reportedly said.

Besides Lekhi and Singh,
the other members of the del-
egation included Supreme
Court senior advocate
Rupinder S Suri, Rajasthan
additional advocate general
Gurcharan S Gill and former
MLA R P Singh.

"We, the concerned citizens
are making this fervent appeal
to you for your urgent inter-
vention as the things have
indeed come to a very sorry
pass,"  said a  letter, signed by
Lekhi, Singh, Suri and Gill, said.

The SIT has been empow-
ered to examine afresh evi-
dence in cases which had even
been closed. 
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The Delhi High Court
Tuesday said there is no

urgency in the plea of
Associated Journals Ltd (AJL),
publisher of the National
Herald newspaper, against the
Centre's order asking it to
vacate its headquarters Herald
House by November 15. Justice
Sunil Gaur said it will hear the
AJL's plea on November 15.
Meanwhile, the Supreme Court
also refused to stay the Income
Tax department's order to re-
assess the tax returns of Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi and
posted case for hearing on
December 4.

The National Herald pub-
lishing company Associated
Journals Limited (AJL)
approached the High Court on
Monday challenging the
October 30 order of the Urban

Development Ministry, ending
its 56-year-old lease and asking
it to vacate the premises on
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg here.
Advocate Sunil Fernandes,
appearing for the AJL, said
there was urgency in the mat-
ter as they have been asked to
hand over the possession to the
Centre by November 15 and
they had received the order of
the Land and Development
Office (L&DO) on October 30
after which the courts were
closed for vacation.

The Central Government's
Standing Counsel Rajesh
Gogna said they are initiating

the process and if AJL does not
hand over the possession of the
premises to them they will re-
enter.  The court, which was
fixing the matter for hearing in
December, listed it for
November 15 after the AJL's
counsel insisted on an early
hearing.  "There is no urgency.
They are not going to enter
forcibly. Right now they will
take the possession only on
paper," the court said.

The Supreme Court fixed
December 4 for final argu-
ments in the petitions filed by
Congress chief Rahul 

Gandhi and his mother
Sonia Gandhi challenging the
Delhi High Court's order relat-
ed to a case of re-opening of
their 2011-12 tax assessments.
The high court had refused to
give them relief in the case, giv-

ing the opportunity to the
Income Tax (I-T) Department
to scrutinise their records.

Senior advocates P
Chidambaram, Kapil Sibal and
Arvind Datar appeared for the
Congress leaders in the Apex
Court said the case was polit-
ically motivated and based on
the complaints of BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy.  Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the I-T  department,
said the premise raised by the
Gandhis and Fernandes is
wrong. 

After a brief hearing, a
bench comprising justices AK
Sikri and SA Abdul Nazeer
said, "Since the respondent (I-
T department) has put 
in appearance, we are not 
issuing a formal notice.
However, we are fixing the
matter for final arguments on
December 4."
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A27-year-old alleged sharp
shooter of the Tillu

Tajpuria gang was arrested
from Northwest Delhi's
Pitampura area, police said
Tuesday.

The accused was identified
as Sonu Dhankar alias Vikki, a
resident of Rohini, they added.

On Monday, police
received information that
Dhankar would be present at
Pitampura on the day. Later, a
trap was laid near Pitampura
Metro Station and Dhankar
was apprehended, police said.

One .315 bore pistol and
two live rounds were recovered
from his possession. He was
wanted in two cases, including
attempt to murder, in Delhi,
they said. 
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Police have identified some
suspects who could be

involved in the killing of a 57-
year-old doctor at his resi-
dence in northwest Delhi's
Jahangirpuri area, officials said
Tuesday.

The body of Mukim
Ahmad Iqbal was found on
Monday morning, a month
before his daughter's wedding,
and valuables worth lakhs of
rupees were missing from his
residence.

The body was handed over
to family members after an
autopsy Tuesday, police said,
adding that though there were
no external injury marks on the
body, it is suspected that he was
smothered to death.

The autopsy report will

confirm the cause of death,
they said.

Police said the CCTV
footage they have collected is
not very clear. However, a
senior police officer said they
have identified a couple of
suspects.

"His daughter, who is a
guest teacher at a school, used
to leave the door of the house
open when she would leave for
work. It is suspected that the
accused knew there were valu-
ables kept in the house and they
entered the house after his
daughter left," said the officer.

Iqbal's daughter's was to get
married on December 9, an
officer said.

Police had said around �4-
5 lakh in cash and jewellery
worth �5 lakh was missing
from the house. 
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The Delhi High Court
Tuesday acquitted a securi-

ty guard of a children's home of
the charge of repeatedly
sodomising a seven-year-old
HIV positive orphan, observing
that the situation remained a
"classic, and unsolved locked
room mystery".

Justice C Hari Shankar
overturned the trial court's ver-
dict which had sentenced the
man to 10 years in jail, saying it
would be a "travesty of justice"
to convict him of having com-
mitted such an "unsolved"
crime.

"... This court is of the view
that, in the present case, the evi-
dence marshalled by the pros-
ecution, and relied upon by the
additional sessions judge (ASJ),

is insufficient to return a find-
ing of guilt, against the appel-
lant, of having committed sex-
ual assault upon the child," the
high court said, allowing the
man's appeal against trial court's
verdict. The high court, in its
69-page judgement, noted that
while the child was HIV posi-
tive, accused Amardeep Kujur,
a Jharkhand native, was tested
negative.

It said there were allegations
that the child was sexually
assaulted multiple times and the
possibility of non-transmission
of the HIV virus to the other
person would be remote.

The high court disagreed
with the trial court's finding that
it was not necessary that the
HIV virus would, in every case
of sexual contact, be transmit-
ted from partner to partner.

"... The ASJ has ignored the
above two facts, apparent from
the evidence, i.E., firstly, that the
child had suffered mucosal tears

in the private parts and, sec-
ondly, that the man was alleged
to have repeatedly sexually
assaulted the child. Sexual con-
tact is, it is well known, the pri-
mary mode by which the HIV
virus is transmitted," it said.

In the judgement, the high
court said the mystery of how
the assaulter entered the room
where the minor was sleeping,
and sodomised him day after
day, remained "unanswered".

"The allegation being that
the man committed repeated
sexual assault on the child, it was
totally impermissible for the ASJ
to have returned a finding of
guilt, without even ascertaining,
as and when the offence
occurred.

"The situation, in the present
case, remains a classic, and
unsolved 'locked room mys-
tery', even while the man stands
convicted and sentenced (by the
trial court). This is entirely
impermissible in law," it said.
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Delhi Chief Secretary Anshu
Prakash on Tuesday

moved the high court here
challenging the fresh breach of
privilege proceedings initiated
against him by the Assembly on
complaints by two of its com-
mittees.

The plea was mentioned
before a bench of Chief Justice
Rajendra Menon and Justice V
K Rao which allowed it to be
listed for hearing on
Wednesday.

The petition has sought
setting aside of the breach of
privilege proceedings initiated
by the Assembly's Privileges
Committee based on com-
plaints by the Question and
Reference Committee (QRC)
and the Protocol Committee.

The chief secretary's plea
has also challenged the com-
plaints made against him by the
QRC and Protocol Committee.

He has contended that the
breach of privilege proceedings
initiated against him based on
the two complaints were "viola-
tive of the Constitution of
India as well as the Rules of the
House and therefore, illegal and
unconstitutional".

The petition also seeks
quashing of the Speaker's deci-
sion to refer the two complaints
to the Privileges Committee,
saying it too was in violation of
the Constitution and Rules of
the House.

Apart from his latest peti-
tion, the chief secretary had in
the past challenged breach of
privilege proceedings initiated
against him early this year by

the Assembly panels for not
appearing before them.

The earlier petition is at the
final arguments stage and is
scheduled to be heard next on
November 27.

During the hearing on his
earlier plea, Prakash had
claimed that the entire process
of summoning him before a
privileges committee for ques-
tioning over certain issues was
"biased" and "premeditated".

Prakash had filed the ear-
lier plea in March this year after
he was served a notice by the
Privileges Committee for skip-
ping a meeting on February 20.

The meeting, in which he
was asked to appear, was sched-
uled a day after he was alleged-
ly assaulted by two AAP MLAs
— Amanatullah Khan and
Prakash Jarwal.
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The Delhi Traffic Police on
Tuesday issued an advisory

about special traffic arrange-
ments and restrictions during
India International Trade Fair
from November 14 to 27, police
said.

The entry to the fair will be
restricted to business visitors
only from November 14 to 17,
and it will be open for general
public from November 18 to 27,
they said.

To ensure smooth regula-
tion and movement of traffic on
the roads surrounding Pragati
Maidan, no vehicle will be
allowed to halt or park any-
where on Mathura Road and
Bhairon Marg, the advisory
said. 

No vehicle of visitors will be
allowed to be parked on Sher

Shah Road, Purana Quila Road,
Bhagwan Dass Road and Tilak
Marg, the advisory stated.

Vehicles found parked on
the above-mentioned roads
would be towed away and pros-
ecuted with a fine of Rs 600 for
improper parking and disobe-
dience of instructions.

The trade fair is likely to
attract around 20,000-25,000
visitors each day. Traffic con-
gestion is expected on the days
of the fair at Mathura Road,
Bhairon Marg, Ring Road,
Shershah Road and Purana
Qila Road. People not coming
to the trade fair are requested
to take alternative routes to
avoid congestion, the advisory
said.

The India International
Trade Fair, 2018 is being organ-
ised at Pragati Maidan from
November 14 to 27.  
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Youth Congress activists
staged a protest near Delhi

BJP president Manoj Tiwari's
residence in the North Avenue
area here Tuesday over his
alleged remark against UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi.

They raised slogans against
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
MP and sought his apology,
accusing him of politicising the
Chhath festival.

They also burnt an effigy of
Tiwari.

During poll campaigning
in Chhattisgarh recently, Tiwari
had allegedly said had Sonia
Gandhi observed Chhath, she

would have had an intelligent
son.

"Tiwari's unparliamentary
language has hurt every moth-
er in the country," Indian Youth
Congress (IYC) vice-president
Srinivas said.

Delhi Pradesh Youth
Congress (DPYC) president
Vikas Chhikara also took part
in the protest.

IYC spokesperson Amrish
Ranjan Pandey said Tiwari's
statement was "shameful" and
"anti-women".

"Would he ask the same
question to BJP leaders," he
said.The police stopped the
protest march as it reached near
Tiwari's residence. 
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Urging people to vote for the
fourth term of the BJP

Government, Chief Minister
Raman Singh while cam-
paigning for BJP candidate
Tesu Lal Dhurandhar of Baloda
Bazar Assembly constituency
on Tuesday said the each vote
will count and determine the
fate and prosperity of the State.

“If people vote for Tesu Lal,

the vote goes to me, the
each vote counts in democ-
racy,’’ remarked Raman
Singh while addressing a
public meeting at Tilda
Newra.

Referring to his home
seat Rajnandgaon which
went to polls in the first
phase on Monday, he said 

“last time, people of
Rajnandgaon had given me
the lead of 35,000 votes but
this time the people had

ensured me that victory mar-
gin will be at least 66,000 votes
as I recently turned 66 years-
old.’’

Giving details about pub-
lic welfare works undertaken
for overall development in last
15 years, Singh said after for-
mation of Baloda Bazar as a
new district, the pace of devel-
opment was speeded up. He
alleged that Congress had kept
the region in darkness and
backwardness.

Appreciating the candida-
ture of Tesu Lal, Chief Minister
said, “As a teacher he has
spread the light of knowledge
in the region. Electing such a
clean image person as a MLA
who is known for honesty and
integrity, will further accelerate
development in Baloda Bazar.’’

Slamming the Congress
party and its leaders, Chief
Minister said ``their only aim
is to anyhow gain power.
Congress does not have right to

form government because it
has no leader and vision’’.

Commenting on promis-
es made for farmers by
Congress, Raman Singh said
that opposition is auctioning
the hard work and sweat of
farmers by playing with their
sentiments.

“Those giving loan at 16
percent are speaking to provide
minimum support price of
�2500 and �2800 per quintal’’
Singh observed.
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In a bid to achieve 65-plus
seats target in 90-member

State Assembly, the ruling BJP
has put its election campaign in
top gear.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and party president Amit
Shah have already addressed
several meetings in recent days.
Now Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh, Uttar Pradesh

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and Member of Parliament
Hema Malini will be reaching
Chhattisgarh on Wednesday
for campaigning.

Chhattisgarh’s 18 seats
went to polls on Monday, Nov
12 and polling for remaining 72
seats would be held on
November 20.

Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

and Member of Parliament
Hema Malini will arrive on
November 14 to address pub-
lic meetings across the 72 state
assembly constituencies.

As per programme sched-
ule, Rajnath Singh will land in
Raipur from Delhi at 10.15 am.
He would reach village Dubitya
of Marwahi assembly con-
stituency, at 2.20 pm at
Deendayal Stadium, Budhwari
Bazar, Sakti Assembly con-

stituency and will address pub-
lic meeting 3.35 pm at Masturi
Assembly constituency. He will
return to Raipur by helicopter
by 5.00 pm and spend night in
state capital.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath will
reach Raipur from Lucknow at
10.10 am. He would then pro-
ceed for Kurud Assembly con-
stituency, then move to Mini
Stadium Chakradhar Nagar,

Raigarh Assembly constituen-
cy at 12.10 pm, then address a
public meeting at Korba
assembly constituency at 1.20
pm, reach village Sankri under
Takhatpur assembly con-
stituency at 4.00 pm. 

He would proceed for
Lucknow from Chakarbhata
air strip Bilaspur.

Similarly, Member of
Parliament Hema Malini would
reach Raipur from Mumbai at

11.15 am. She will addressing
a public meeting at 12.10 pm at
Kharsia assembly constituency,
then at Dusherra Maidan of
Basna assembly constituency at
1.45 pm. She would then
address two public meetings, at
Rawanbhata Baghbahra assem-
bly constituency at 3.25 pm and
village Bhibhori of Bemetara
Assembly constituency. She
would return to Raipur at 6.30
pm and leave for Agra.
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Chhattisgarh’s main
Opposition Congress

which is desperate to return to
power after 15 years in the min-
eral-rich State, sacked a senior
party leader and former MLA
Novel Verma on Tuesday on
charges of anti-party activities.

Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee Chief
Bhupesh Baghel has issued an
order to this effect.

Novel Verma was acting as
a rebel after party denied him
ticket from Chandrapur assem-
bly constituency and his wife is
contesting as an Independent
candidate from the con-
stituency in this election.

Congress informed that he

was expelled from the party on
allegations that he was working
against the interests of party’s
official candidate from
Chandrapur.

Novel Verma along with
Nitesh Verma were expelled
from the Congress for the peri-
od of six years.

Notably, Novel Verma was
for the first time elected as a
Congress legislator from the
Chandrapur constituency dur-
ing undivided Madhya Pradesh
in 1993. When he was denied
ticket in 2003, he fought the
election as Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) candi-
date and won the election.

In last assembly elections
held in 2013, he again fought
with NCP ticket and lost polls.
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Chhattisgarh’s
C h i e f

Electoral Officer
Subrat Sahoo on
Tuesday revised
the polling per-
centage of State’s
phase-I 18 seats
that went to
polls on
Monday and
said the polling percentage
surged to 76.28 percent which
is 0.5 percent higher in these
seats comparing to last elec-
tion held in 2013.

“After compilation of final
voting data, the polling per-
centage has gone up to 76.28
percent,’’ Sahoo told media
persons. He added that higher
turnout of female voters across
18 seats was one of the reasons
of substantial increase in vot-
ing percentage.      

The seats went to polls on

Monday were Rajnandgaon,
Khairagarh, Dongargarh,
Dongargaon, Khujji, Mohla-
Manpur, Antagarh,
Bhanupratappur, Kanker,
Keshkal, Kondagaon,
Narayanpur, Bastar, Jagdalpur,
Chitrakot, Dantewada, Bijapur
and Konta.

Political analysts say that
Raman Singh’s clean image
and popularity could help BJP
to register the record fourth
consecutive victory in the min-
eral-rich State.
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Chhattisgarh Chief Electoral
Officer Subrat Sahoo

presided over a review meeting
on Tuesday through video-
conferencing for  preparation of
the second phase of polling
scheduled on November 20
for remaining 72 Assembly
constituencies.

The first phase of polling
was held on November 12 for

18 Assembly constituencies.
Subrat Sahoo sought details

of ground level preparations
undertaken by the District
Electoral Officers for 72 assem-
bly constituencies and issued
directives with necessary
updates.

With minor and major
technical reasons cropping
up in the EVMs, VVPAT
machines and Control Unit
(CU) during the first phase

of  pol l ing ,  CEO Sahoo
directed the  DEOs and
Returning Officers to ensure
that polling teams reach
polling centres on time and
there should be no mal-func-
tioning of EVMs.

Additional CEO Dr S
Bharatidasan, joint CEO
Padmini Bhoi Sahu and Dr K
K R Singh along with other
officials were present in the
meeting. 
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Congress has lodged a
complaint with

Election Commission of
India (ECI) and sought
re-polling in
Bhanupratappur assembly
segment for alleged mal-
functioning of several
Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) on Monday
during the first phase of
polling.

Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress committee spokesper-
son Sushil Anand Shukla
informed that the Congress has
urged Election Commission for
re-polling in Bhanupratappur
assembly constituency because
as many as 40 EVMs were non-
functional and even Congress
agents were asked to leave these
polling booths.

He informed that in
Charama block of the con-
stituency, Congress polling
agents were asked to leave
polling booths.

“The malfunctioning of
EVMs in such a large number

is a very serious issue and
indicates a possible foul play,’’
Shukla said. He added that
technical glitch in dozens of
EVMs had exposed the ECI’s
preparedness and its tall claims
of `free and fair’ polling.

Congress had further
demanded stern actions against
the officials who were respon-
sible for ensuring free and fair
polling in Bhanupratappur.

Chhattisgarh has a total of
90 assembly seats and in the
first phase, polling was held for
18 seats — 12 in Bastar and six
in Rajnandgaon district. The
second and final phase of
polling is scheduled on
November 20. The results will
be declared on December 11.
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Mounting a fresh attack on
Narendra Modi-led

National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) Government at Centre,
spokesperson of All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
and senior Congress leader
Randeep Singh Surjewala alleged
that ‘selective leakage’ of demon-

etisation helped Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leaders to buy prop-
erty by converting their black
money into white.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here at State Congress
Office Rajiv Bhawan on Tuesday,
the Congress spokesperson
termed demonetization `the
biggest ever scams in the histo-
ry of independent India’.  

He also hit out at Modi and
termed his claim ‘hollow’ that
terrorism and Maoism would
be curbed with blockage of
funds to them through fake
currency from cross borders.

“There were 86 big terror-
ist attacks in Jammu and
Kashmir after demonetization,
in which 127 Jawans mar-
tyred,’’ he said.  
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal on Tuesday

said that the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi would inau-
gurate Kundli-Manesar-Palwal
Expressway and Ballabhgarh
Metro Link and lay foundation
stone of Haryana
Vishwakarma Skill University,
Dudhola, Palwal on November
19.

On this day, the Prime
Minister will also address a
public meeting near
Farukhnagar crossing where
he would dedicate various
projects to the state, the Chief
Minister said while talking to
the media persons at Karnal.

He said that the present
State Government has carried
out equitable development in
the state in last four years
without any discrimination.

He said that soon, MC
elections would be held in
Hisar,  Rohtak, Panipat,
Yamunanagar and Karnal.

Manohar Lal further said

that Haryana bagged first place
in the country in Haryana
Gramin Swachh Survekshan-
2018 and Karnal city bagged
first place in the state in urban
ranking and 42nd place in the
country.

He said that the aim of the
government is to take Karnal
to number 10 for which coop-
eration of people is required.

In order to give the mes-
sage of cleanliness on
'Gurupurab' on November 23,

11,000 lamps would be light-
ed in 20 schools of 20 wards of
Municipal Corporation Karnal
on the eve of November 22.  A
Swachhta rally would be
organised on this occasion.
This function would be organ-
ised from 4 pm to 7 pm, he
added.

The Chief Minister also
said that officers of Municipal
Corporations of Karnal and
Panipat have been working to
make both the cities 'Dustbin

Free'.
Manohar Lal said that he

had visited about nine places
in the Karnal city to take
stock of cleanliness arrange-
ments and issued necessary
directions to officers.

Replying to a question
regarding development works
in Karnal, he said that various
development works such as
drainage of water, sewerage
system, construction of roads
and installation of tiles have
been carried out.

On being asked to com-
ment on letter of Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
regarding visiting dispensaries
in Haryana, Manohar Lal said
that the Delhi Chief Minister
should worry about Delhi and
not interfere in other states.

If there is any issue in
Delhi and Haryana
Government could fix it then
Kejriwal should inform him
through a written communi-
cation. The matter would be
considered, he added.

Replying to a question

related to management of
Kalpana Chawla Medical
College, the Chief Minister
said that directions have been
issued to Deputy
Commissioner to constitute an
advisory committee of retired
doctors and get information
on possible improvements.
Their report would be con-
sidered, he added.

Responding to a question,
he said that tender process of
sugar mill has been complet-
ed and soon work on its
expansion would be under-
taken. The crushing season of
the mill has started today, the
Chief Minister said.

He said that efforts are
being made for relocation of
dairy from the city. A com-
mittee has been constituted for
this purpose under the chair-
manship of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying
Minister, OP Dhankar and
after receiving report from
the committee, the dairy
would be relocated to appro-
priate place, he added.
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Chandigarh: Amid the ongo-
ing power struggle between the
members of the politically
influential Chautala clan,
Chautala brothers—Ajay and
Abhay—will be in Chandigarh
on Wednesday to chalk out
strategy to strengthen their
respective camps.

Both Ajay and Abhay, sons
of INLD chief Om Parkash
Chautala are scheduled to meet
party workers and leaders here.

Ajay Chautala is also likely
to meet former Punjab Chief
Minister and SAD patron
Parkash Singh Badal, who is
making efforts to resolve infight-
ing between Chautalas.

Badals and Chautalas have
shared close family ties over sev-
eral decades.

Ajay Chautala had on
Monday said that he will be
meeting Parkash Singh Badal in
Chandigarh. Ajay had said that
they will obey whatever direc-
tion Badal gives them.

Ahead of INLD’s state exec-
utive meeting at Jind on
November 17 convened by
party’s secretary general Ajay
Chautala, his younger brother
Abhay has also been holding
meetings with senior party lead-
ers and MLAs.

Abhay Chautala, who is
Leader of opposition in Haryana
Assembly and party’s MLA from
Ellenabad had on Friday had
held an emergency meeting of
MLAs and party’s national and
state executive body at Sirsa,
apparently in a show of strength
amid the turmoil in INLD.

INLD’s patriarch Om
Prakash Chautala, Ajay’s father
had on November 2 expelled his
grandsons Hisar MP Dushyant
and Digvijay for indiscipline and
spreading disaffection within
the party.

Both are the sons of Ajay
Chautala, who is pitted against
his younger brother Abhay
Chautala in the power struggle.

Ajay Chautala had on
Monday invited former MPs,
MLAs and other office bearers
for a meeting in Jind on
November 17 and said that the
meeting has been convened to
sit together and decide the next
course of action.

On Tuesday, he visited
Sonipat, Panipat, Karnal to meet
party leaders and workers and
invite them for November 17
meeting.On the other hand, his
son Dushyant Chautala held
meeting with former Haryana
Minister Mange Ram Gupta
and INLD workers.

Notably, Dushyant and
Digvijay were expelled from
the INLD after they were
accused of "indiscipline, hooli-
ganism and spreading disaf-
fection" against the party lead-
ership during the birth cele-
brations of former deputy
Prime Minister and INLD
founder Chaudhary Devi Lal in
Gohana on October 7. PNS
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal on Tuesday

said that on the occasion of
Mahachhath Parv Mahotsav,
one should take a resolve to
bring purity in his life only then
we can register victory over
social evils such as female
foeticide, dowry, untouchabil-
ity and casteism.

The Chief Minister, who
was speaking after performing
Chhath Puja organised by
Chhath Sewa Samiti Mandal at
Karnal, said that Chhath Puja
is one of our main festivals.

He said that on this festi-
val, we should take resolve to
promote cleanliness. It is the
responsibility of every person
to ensure cleanliness in sur-
roundings.

On the demand of Chhath
Sewa Samiti Mandal, he
announced Rs 11 lakh for con-
struction of dharamshala.

Later, the Chief Minister
conducted a surprise inspec-
tion of cleanliness in Panipat
city and issued strict directions
to the officers of District

Administration and Municipal
Corporation to ensure cleanli-
ness in the city. 

The Chief Minister also
directed the concerned officials
to ensure that every day, the
city should be cleaned before 8
am.

The convoy of the Chief
Minister later stopped on Sanoli
road at Hyderabadi Chowk
where garbage was scattered
near the shop of Rakesh Kumar.

The Chief Minister sought the
information related to cleanli-
ness management in the city
from shopkeepers. 

The Chief Minister also
inspected the cleanliness of
chowk near new vegetable
mandi, a drain near Babail
post and Aggarsen Chowk for
cleanliness and issued necessary
directions to the concerned
officers for ensuring cleanliness
in future also.
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Thousands of people gath-
ered here on Tuesday

evening to offer prayers to the
setting sun on the occasion of
Chhath Puja, one of the most
important festivals of eastern
part of India especially Bihar,
Eastern Uttar-Pradesh and
Jharkhand. 

This festival is one of the
oldest rituals of nature worship
in India celebrated in honor of
the Sun God.

The devotees from all parts
of the tricity, thronged the
Sector-42 Lake to offer their
first Arghya ‘offering’ to the set-
ting sun, on the third day of the
Puja. Several other areas of the
city and the periphery too wit-
nessed the devotees near the
water bodies. 

The UT administration
had made elaborate  arrange-
ments at the Sector 42 Lake
with special lighting and clean-
liness, keeping in view the
spirit of the festival. Traffic and
security arrangements were
also made as around ten thou-
sand people gathered on the
occasion.

This is the only festival in
which even the setting Sun is

offered prayers. The philosophy
behind the thought is that
birth is always followed by
death and the rising sun is fol-
lowed by the setting sun.

The festivities commences
with Nahai Khai (eating after
bathing) and continues for
four days with traditional rit-

uals like Lohanda or Kharna,
Sanjha Arghya and it con-
cludes with the final prayer and
offering of the Subah Arghya.

The devotees offered their
evening prayers to the setting
sun. It was a picturesque view
of the devotes thronging the
Sector-42 lake, standing knee

deep in waters to offer prayers
to the sun god for all the bless-
ings and prosperity that have
been bestowed by him.

On Wednesday morning,
the devotees will offer their
final heartfelt gratitude to the
Surya Bhagwan (sun god) with
the Subah Arghya or Soop

which consists of flowers, sea-
sonal fruits, grass, sugarcane,
radish and other newly har-
vested crops. With the conclu-
sion of their prayer they will go
back home to break the day
long fast by eating prasadam, or
the offered food to the mighty
Sun God.
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Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) on
Tuesday blasted at the Punjab Police

IG and SIT member Kunwar Vijay
Partap Singh for ‘propagandist, politi-
cal utterances’ against the senior Badal,
while declaring that the Badals father-
son duo will cooperate with probe
despite “illegal” summons.

The party reacted strongly against

the “utterly unprofessional, unwar-
ranted and politically propagandist
utterances of Kunwar Vijay Pratap
about the appearance of former Chief
Minister Parkash Singh Badal”.

“Parkash Singh Badal, Sukhbir
Badal and anyone else, required for the
purpose of investigations in the sacri-
lege cases, will join the investigations
when required by the Police or the SIT,”
said SAD leaders Balwinder Singh
Bhunder and Mahesh Inder Singh
Grewal in a joint statement.

They said: “We are committed to
fully cooperating with the probe because
more than the Government, it is the
SAD which wants the truth to come out.
We want to lend full assistance to the
police in its work. We will give them no

excuse to justify their failure in giving
a practical shape to their anti-Akali bias.”

SAD leaders said that the SIT
member, who is a senior police officer,
‘is publicly acting on a political dicta-
tion of his present masters, with the
police officer merely speaking the lines
given to him by his political bosses”,
revealing how biased the officer is
against the SAD leaders.

Bhunder and Grewal said that the
police officer seems to have forgotten
that he is speaking about one the most
respected senior statesmen in the coun-
try, and one who is over 90 years of age
and has been elected Chief Minister no
less than five times by the people.

The officer even forgot that Badal
and Sukhbir are not the accused before

the SIT, but are appearing only as wit-
nesses, they pointed.

“The unprecedented and undigni-
fied language of the senior police offi-
cer and his personal comments on the
political activities, movements and
even rallies of an elected leader involves
the issue of dignity of elected repre-
sentatives of the people. This is a grave
matter,” they added.

Akali leaders said that the officer’
comments and conduct merely con-
firms what everybody already knows,
that “the SIT is a completely biased
political tool of the Congress govern-
ment headed by Capt Amarinder Singh.
Its only job is to give a legal cover to a
pre-fabricated political report against
the SAD leaders”.
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Punjab Government has
decided to spend Rs five

crore for the modernisation of
State’s Jail Department, includ-
ing �2.75 crore on the purchase
of new vehicles, while remain-
ing �2.25 crore on ultra sophis-
ticated weaponry.

Announcing this, the
state’s Jail Minister Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa on Tuesday
said: “The aspect of security
assumes paramount impor-
tance in today’s scenario and
given the central vitality of the
Jail Department in this regard,
the State Government is under-
taking, and would in future too
initiate every measure aimed at
the modernisation of jails
throughout the state. Also,
there is no dearth of funds to
carry out the modernisation of
jails.” Randhawa, chairing the
meeting of the Jail
Department’s top brass, also
announced that �one crore
would be spent on the face-lift-
ing as well as the upgradation
of infrastructure in the district
jails.

At the same time, he also
applauded the Police for car-
rying out jail reforms in the
right earnestness.

Listing out other futuris-

tic measures, Randhawa said
that the Central Jails at
Ludhiana and Patiala would get
waiting rooms. “Security zones
would come up inside the jails
with monitoring from the
headquarters so as to segregate
the gangsters imprisoned
there,” he said.

Randhawa highlighted that
the gangsters would also be
shifted at regular intervals from
one jail to another in order to
ensure that they do not form a
nexus at one place. Calling the
Jail Department one of the
most important ones, the

Minister exhorted the depart-
mental staff to work with full
dedication and consider pro-
bity as the article of faith.

“While on one hand, the
promotions are being acceler-
ated, on the other, the recruit-
ment of 210 jail wardens and 57
matrons would be completed
within a month,” he said.

Randhawa also batted for
giving awards to the jail staff in
order to boost their morale and
was all support for providing
necessary assistance to those
inmates who wish to undertake
studies.

Listing out measures ben-
efitting the departmental
employees, the Minister said
that those employees complet-
ing 25 years of service would
get immediate promotion to
the next rank. “Those employ-
ees who have only one year of
service left but are otherwise
eligible in all respects would be
promoted to the next rank,” he
said.

The Minister also directed
the officers of the department
to identify land near Chappar
Chiri in Mohali district where
the Department’s headquar-

ters would come up.
The state Principal

Secretary (Jails) Kirpa Shankar
Saroj assured that the pace of
modernisation of the jails and
other infrastructural needs of
the department would not be
allowed to be slackened.

Highlighting a vital aspect,
the state Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP),
Jails, Rohit Chaudhary said
that the measure of increasing
the number of CCTVs inside
the jails is also under active
consideration so as to increase
surveillance.
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As many as 210 convicts,
including those with seri-

ous offences, are currently out
on loose from Haryana jails
after jumping parole, state Jails
Minister Krishan Lal Panwar
said on Tuesday 

Talking to mediapersons
here, Panwar said the surety of
parole jumpers has been for-
feited in the state and efforts are
being made to nab
them.Haryana is among the
few states which are liberal in
granting parole to the prison-
ers.

Under the Haryana Good
Conduct Prisoners (Temporary
Release) Act, 1988 the State
Government can release a pris-
oner on parole or furlough if a
member of his family has died
or is seriously ill, for marriage
of his close relative, for his
requirement in house con-
struction or agricultural activ-
ity or for any other sufficient
cause. The parole is usually
granted for two to six weeks.

Replying to a question
related to special relaxation to
the prisoners in the state,
Panwar said that the State
Government has given special
relaxation to prisoners on sev-
eral occasions such as
Independence Day, Republic
Day, Haryana Day and Golden
Jubilee of the state.

“Since 2014, maximum
relaxation of two years, one
month and 15 days has so far
been given to prisoners.
Similarly, on the occasion of
Haryana Day 2017 and
Independence Day 2018, spe-
cial relaxation was given to 65
years old women prisoners
and 75 years old men prison-
ers. So far 44 such prisoners
have been released,” he added
while highlighting the achieve-
ments of his Department dur-
ing the past four years of cur-
rent BJP regime.

The Minister said that

open air campus would be
established at district jail Karnal
and Faridabad, for which 30 to
32 houses would be built out-
side jail premises where pris-
oners would be able to live with
their families and would also be
allowed to work.

This facility would be made
available only to those prison-
ers who exhibit good behavior.
This facility is likely to begin by
March next year, he said.

Panwar also said new jails
are being constructed at
Panipat, Rewari and Nuh
which would capacity of 1,000
prisoners each.

Apart from this, three addi-
tional barracks for men are
being constructed at district jail
Jind and Sirsa. Similarly, con-
struction of five barracks for
men and one barrack for
women is under progress in
district Jail Bhiwani, he said.  

Replying to a question
related to the recovery of
mobiles in jails, Panwar said on
recovery of mobile phone from
a prisoner, case can be regis-
tered against him and his sen-
tence period may also be
increased. 

There is a requirement of
140 mobile jammers for all jails
across the state, he said.

In the first phase, 4G jam-
mers would be installed at
Jhajjar, Sonipat, Ambala and
Gurugram at a cost of �6.76

crore and in the second phase,
11 such jammers would be
installed at district Rohtak and
17 in district Gurugram at a
cost of �17.53 crore, Panwar
added.

There are more than 19000
prisoners in the 19 jails includ-
ing three central jails at
Ambala, Hisar-1 and Hisar-II
in the state. 

Panwar said that earlier, the
prisoners had permission to
talk to their family members on
phone only for 10 minutes. The
present State Government has
increased this time limit from
10 to 35 minutes for men and
up to 60 minutes for women
prisoners. Apart from this,
video calling facility has also
been made available in 13 jails,
he added.

The Minister further said
that earlier, prisoners were
given cashless coupons of
�6,000 to purchase items from
canteen. From November 1,
2018, this amount has been
increased to �8,000, he said.

Replying to a question
regarding smoking in the jails,
Panwar said that earlier, com-
plete ban was imposed on
smoking in jails, but after get-
ting complaint of irregularity,
permission was granted for
smoking in jails. It is now
being considered to establish
separate smoking zone or hall,
he said. 

203���	
�������
�������
�������-����*����	�������

� 8
��	���
������	��	!�
����������	����	�I	����

� �9�BI	�����	��	!�	�����	��
����
��	��	���	��������

� �9�9I	�����	���	����
����
���
	���������
���	��
�����

� ����	�����	��	!�	���	��
�
��1�������	
��	���
�
����
��	����
�������	��	��������
8
���

� "����
�	8
���	
�	>���
�
	
��
#
��
�
	��	���	�
�����	�����

� *������	F����	��	����	�
������	;
���	����	����������
����	?J�

� -
�������	��	!�	�������	
�
����
�	������
��	����	���

;
��	��	
������
� 8
��	����	��	����	���	9 :	;
��

�
������	IB	�
�����
� (�������	���	���
�����	;
��

��
��	��	!����	�����	���
��
� (�������	�
���	���	���������

������
��	
�����
���	��
�����	���
���	���	����	��
�����
0�	������

� =��������	����������	9I
��
��	��	�������	��	���
������
��	���������	��	���
����	�
�0

� =��������	�
����	����	���
��
�	��	�������	�����	!�
�����!��	��	
��	���������	��	!�
��������	��	���	����	�
�0

�$	7
��7
�%#���������(	�#��

�%����	����8���	
�:�"	����
�2�
��	�	�����;��������	������
	����,
"��%
(�#� 
�
%#���%%
�)�(
�������
)(�����#)�����%%�+
%
#$��	#



�������'���������( '���)�*����+,-�./+0 �(%���9

�����231�����231
1�� ��

�����	����	�
=�>���?��	����
��56(;14��	'*	)
����
�	*������
+������	8���	$�����	�����
����
�	��	2����F�3	5�
�	2����
���	����	���
03�	
	���0	
����	

����	���	����	��	�
�������
�
��	����	������	#��������
���
��	����	�
�	��
�
���
���
�����
���	�������	��	����
��
������
����	����	
�
������
����
�	
��������	
����

�	������	���	����
�
�����
���	
��	����������
�����
�	�����	��	���
���
�	'*
�
��������

����������	�����
����	���	���	-#

(4(*�&�� ���	��!��	��
������	0�����	!�	
	�
�����
!�
F�	��	��������	"
�������

����	��	�9	��	(���
��	�
0���
��	���	��
������	��������	��	���
�������	��	���	*�
���	/�����������
�����	
	�����	�
�	�������	!
����
�����	��	����
��	���	2"
��	/���3
��	���	���������	��	���	*����

)��
�
	����
���	�����	��
*
��
������	�����	��
���
��
��	����	��	
	����	�������
��	�������	���	��
��

=��	�� 	����	�������
����	�������� �
���@�56� .���
������	�
��
���������	
�	���1��1���	���
���������	��������	���	�
�
��
	!�
����	���	����	�����
����

�������
�	�������������	(
�
��
	��
���	��	���	�������	������
���������	����
���	��
�	�����
�
���	
	���	��	��
���	���!����
��	�
��	������
�	���������

��������	��	���	����
���
�!������	��	���	;���
�
*���������	.�������


�	� "@>@($@

In a major setback to Sri
Lankan President Maithripala

Sirisena, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday overturned his con-
troversial decision to dissolve
Parliament and ordered a halt to
preparations for snap elections
on January 5.

A three-member bench,
including country’s chief justice
Nalin Perera, delivered its rul-
ing after two days of delibera-
tions on as many as 13 petitions
against and five for Sirisena’s
November 9 decision to dissolve
Parliament, nearly two years
before the its term was to end.

Sirisena dissolved
Parliament after it became clear
that he lacked support from law-
makers to instal former strong-
man Mahinda Rajapaksa as the
new prime Minister following
his October 26 sacking of Ranil
Wickremesinghe as premier.

All petitions filed against
Sirisena’s decision will be heard
on December 4, 5 and 6, the
apex court ruled, according to
the opposition party officials
attending the hearing held
under tight security.

Major political parties and
an election commission mem-
ber Ratnajeevan Hoole on
Monday dragged Sirisena to the
Supreme Court, challenging his
move of dissolving Parliament,
almost 20 months before its
term was to end.

Sirisena dissolved
Parliament and ordered snap

election on January 5, plunging
the country’s into an unprece-
dented political and constitu-
tional crises. 

Rajapaksa needed the sup-
port of minimum 113 parlia-
mentarians in the 225-member
House to prove his majority.

Wickremesinghe has main-
tained that his sacking by
Sirisena was unconstitutional
and illegal and was still the
prime minister.

Sirisena on Sunday stoutly
defended his move to dissolve
Parliament, saying it was taken
to prevent clashes among 
rival lawmakers. He said there
were reports that politicians
would clash during the floor
test, which was due on
November 14.

At the hearing Tuesday,
Attorney General Jayantha
Jayasuriya, on behalf of the
state, justified Sirisena’s action,

saying the powers of the
President are clear and unam-
biguous as provided for in the
Constitution and the announce-
ment of the dissolution of
Parliament was done by the
President in accordance with the
Constitution.

He pleaded for the dis-
missal of all petitions and said
the President is empowered to
dissolve Parliament.

Rajapaksa, 72, who ruled
Lanka for a nearly decade from
2005, was unexpectedly defeat-
ed by his deputy Sirisena in the
presidential election held in
January 2015 with the support
from Wickremesinghe’s UNP.

However, the power-shar-
ing arrangement between
Sirisena and Wickremesinghe
became increasingly tenuous
on several policy matters, espe-
cially on issues like the econo-
my and security. 
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China defended its intern-
ment of Muslims in the

country’s northwest as a terror
prevention measure on
Tuesday, calling on the inter-
national community to reject

“hearsay” and believe 
its official line.

Up to a million Uighurs
and other Chinese Turkic-
speaking minority groups have
been placed in political re-edu-
cation camps in the Xinjiang
region, according to a group of

experts cited by the United
Nations.

After originally denying
the existence of the centres,
Beijing has repeatedly
described the camps as voca-
tional “training centres” that
were built to help people drawn

to extremism to stay away
from terrorism and allow them
to be reintegrated into society.

But the programme has
faced rising criticism outside
the country — notably from
the United States and human
rights groups.
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Donald Trump on Tuesday
launched another attack

against Emmanuel Macron
over the French president’s call
for a European army, a pro-
posal the US leader earlier had
dubbed “insulting.”

“Emmanuel Macron sug-
gests building its own army to
protect Europe against the US,
China and Russia. 

But it was Germany in
World Wars One & Two -
How did that work out for
France?” Trump tweeted.

“They were starting to
learn German in Paris before
the US came along,” Trump
said. “Pay for NATO or not!”
The Republican president has
repeatedly lambasted European
allies for not spending enough
on their militaries, particular-
ly Germany.

Macron had angered
Trump by saying Europe need-
ed its own army and listing the
US along with Russia and
China as a threat to European
security.
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Audio linked to Jamal
Khashoggi’s murder inside

Saudi Arabia’s Istanbul con-
sulate does not implicate
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, US National Security
Advisor John Bolton said
Tuesday, citing others who
have heard the tapes.

Turkey has previously said
it shared recordings linked to
the murder of Khashoggi — a
Saudi dissident and fierce crit-
ic of the crown prince — with
officials in Riyadh, Washington
and other capitals.

Khashoggi was last seen
entering the consulate on
October 2 to obtain docu-
ments for his forthcoming
marriage. After repeated
denials, Saudi Arabia finally
admitted the 59-year-old had
been murdered at the mission
in a “rogue” operation.

Bolton, speaking 
to reporters in Singapore ahead
of a regional summit, was
asked whether it was right to
say the audio contained noth-
ing that implicated the crown
prince.

“I haven’t listened to the
tape myself but in the assess-
ment of those who have lis-
tened to it that’s right,” he said.

Khashoggi’s brazen murder
has caused intense 
speculation over what, if any-
thing, Crown Prince Salman
might have known about the
operation.
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Thousands of Afghans have
fled to Ghazni city to escape

fighting in two Hazara-domi-
nated districts, with some
describing the violence Tuesday

as the worst they had seen in the
17-year conflict.

The Taliban have been bat-
tling members of Afghanistan’s
special forces and ethnic Hazara
militia in the previously safe dis-
tricts of Jaghori and Malistan in

the southeastern province of
Ghazni for nearly a week.

Hundreds of people, includ-
ing civilians, militia, comman-
dos, militants, killed, according
to figures provided by locals and
Government officials.
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Happy is the nation without a histo-
ry,” said Cesare Beccaria, the 18th
century Italian criminologist, jurist

and philosopher, also considered as father
of modern criminal law and criminal jus-
tice. Why and in which context Beccaria
made the statement, with what ramifica-
tions, cannot be guesstimated.
Nevertheless, how about creating another
set of soundalike sentences? Happy are the
nations with a rival without craft. Or,
unhappy is the air force in endless search
for an aircraft.

Sounds cynical? May be. May be not,
though, if dispassionately looked at from
the ‘other side of the hill’ with reference to
the plight, not flight, of ace fliers of the
Indian Air Force and their senior comman-
ders who are getting a mouthful from some
eminent armchair experts whose knowl-
edge of combat aircraft, technical features
and their operational role emanates primar-
ily from (over)hearing is believing rather
than seeing and doing is believing, and who
may not even be able to differentiate
between aircraft and a rotorcraft. Virtually
all of them operate from the cool comfort
of their office cabin, club bar, centre's
lounge, golf course or other old boys’ water-
ing holes in Lutyens’ land, which has seen
a steady growth of ‘healthy convention’ to
allow the high and mighty to first loot and
then scoot over the past few decades.         

Understandably, owing to this highly
favourable ambience of India’s internal sit-
uation, grew the adversarial activities of two
of India’s neighbours, China and Pakistan.
We can, therefore, only observe with con-
cern their aggressive march to "fighter air-
craft modernisation and upgradation" in
comparison with India and express regret
for the monumental failure and incompe-
tence of our vaunted civilian rulers consist-
ing of India’s politico-bureaucracy in
defence preparedness.

The situation is so bad and disheart-
ening that one is compelled to quote from
internationally accepted credible sources to
point out the grim reality which a major-
ity of Indians may not even be aware of,
because traditionally a section of the rul-
ing class detested the idea of the people of
the country being aware of what the
nation is facing. Thus, according to Military
Balance 2005-2006, published by
International Institute for Strategic Studies
(IISS), London, India had 38 squadrons of
fighter aircraft out of which 852 aircraft
were combat capable. Pakistan had 13
squadron fighters with 331 aircraft com-
bat capable and China 119 regiments (a
squadron is known as regiment in China)
with 2,643 aircraft combat capable.       

In 2009 the same Military Balance of
IISS showed that the IAF fleet came down
to 29 squadrons with 603 combat capable
aircraft. Pakistani Air Force strength, on
other hand, went up to 15 squadrons with

383 combat capable fighters
and China initiated fleet mod-
ernisation, discarding the old
and inducting new state-of-art
fighters, reducing the number
of regiments to 58 with 1,653
combat capable aircraft.

Six years later, Military
Balance 2015 revealed that the
IAF improved its number of
squadrons to 37 with 881 com-
bat capable fighters. Pakistani
Air Force too increased com-
bat capable aircraft to 450,
though there was no change in
number of 15 squadrons. The
Chinese, however, once again
made impressive progress in
their capability as PLA Air
Force regiments went up from
58 to 60 and the number of
combat capable aircraft too
jumped from 1,653 to 2,239.

The crisis year, therefore,
had to arrive in 2018, with dis-
aster waiting to happen, for the
IAF. Military Balance 2018
clearly states that the squadron
strength of IAF is 32 and the
number of combat capable air-
craft stands at 849 which is
lower than the 852 of 2005-
2006. In comparison, Pakistani
Air Force has 15 squadrons,
though the combat capable
fighters have reduced to 425.
Chinese PLA Air Force, on
other hand, has enhanced both,
number of regiments to 64 and
combat capable fighters to
2,397. Does India see the real-
ity? Can India make out what
lies in the future?

Since a few congenital
Indian critics do not know the
reality of the overall security

environment, one should try
understand as to why the
Deputy Chief, Vice-Chief (both
three-star Air Marshals) and
the four-star Chief of Air Staff
nearly simultaneously made
uncharacteristic public state-
ments pertaining to fleet of the
Indian Air Force. The ominous
statement of the Air Chief
Marshal Dhanoa that India is
"facing a grave threat", howev-
er, is the ultimate forewarning
to the nation.

Critics nevertheless will
find fault with professional
soldiers and lobby to stifle
their voice, without realising
that the IAF is in distress with-
out even a minimum number
of fighters. There are qualified
pilots, with eligible age and fit-
ness certificates, who are on
ground owing to the decom-
missioned fighters they were
trained, and certified, to fly. If
this is not a “grave threat” then
what is?

But then who will ask
questions of successive govern-
ments for their monumental
failure to take timely decision
for selection of fighters to keep
the IAF battle-ready? In the
aftermath of the 1962 debacle
in the border war with China,
an Opposition politician had
written a book ‘The guilty men
of 1962’. But nothing hap-
pened to a single person out of
those ‘guilty men’. They all
went scot-free and continued
to rule the roost.

India today needs to
understand that if the three
senior-most uniformed officers

of the IAF have raised issues on
a public platform, they need to
be heard, and not abused and
accused of ‘speaking out of
turn’. These fighter comman-
ders, with four decades oper-
ational experience, must sure-
ly be anticipating, or fearing,
the worst possible scenario.

India’s last major fighter
induction (Sukhoi-30) took
place in the 1990s as India then
had a steady supply of fighters
to replenish the IAF fleet from
time to time. Thus, came the
MiG series of 21, 23, 25, 27, 29
and Sukhoi-7 and Sukhoi-30.
However, in between, also
came the Anglo-French Jaguar
in 1979-1980 followed by the
French Mirage-2000 in the
early 1980s.

There nevertheless were
‘scandal’ allegations related
to Jaguar deal wherein the
Defence Secretary died in
office. Defence deal scams
followed later. But does it
mean that the IAF, or for that
matter other wings of the
armed forces, should contin-
ue to suffer avoidable ‘peace-
time’ casualties? Can the Sino-
Pakistan axis get a better
opportunity to crush India
without firing a shot? Is India
aware of the fighter pro-
gramme and acquisition of
the Beijing-Islamabad duo?
Doubtful. Else, successive rul-
ing classes of Delhi would
have resolved the crisis 
situation in the IAF a long
time ago.

(The writer is an alumnus,
National Defence College)
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Sir — This refers to the article,
“Science in classrooms”
(November 12) by JS Rajput. The
applause given to our country in
the field of science at an interna-
tional level undoubtedly proves
India’s mettle. 

Since ages, our country has
been exemplifying itself in the
field of sciences. But teaching of
science in schools still needs a
revised plan. Instead of rot learn-
ing, cramming of lectures or
learning of tedious chemical for-
mulae, our budding scientists
need real life experiences in lab-
oratories and open fields .
Our schools must play their role

as a catalyst in initiating the
process of instilling in young
minds the aptitude for science.
The students, if given a platform
and excellent resources, can over-
come any challenge or threat
with the inquisitive and innova-
tive minds. 

Sudeepa Khurana 
Via mail
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Sir — It is reported that the

Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC) probe against Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
Director, Alok Verma, has yield-
ed nothing substantial to prove
the charges levelled against him by
his deputy, Rakesh Asthana. It is
laudable that the Supreme Court
has ordered an enquiry against
Verma by the CVC under the
supervision of a former Supreme
Court judge A K Patnaik. 

If the apex court is satisfied
with the findings of the CVC, it
should not only reinstate Verma
as the Director of CBI without
delay, but also order severe action
against Asthna for filing such false
complaints against Verma and
bringing disrespect not only to
Verma but to the institution as a
whole.

Ashok Kumar Sanyal
Delhi

����	�
���	���

Sir — Finally, it has now come
from the doyen’s mouth; former
RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan
has categorically and without
mincing words confirmed that
both demonetisation and imple-
mentation of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

Government were real disasters
and have caused the Indian
economy dearly. These two dra-
conian acts have stalled its
growth and also created negative
impacts on economy as a corol-
lary. Now that the entire coun-
try is aware of the failure of these
two impositions, Finance
Minister, Arun Jaitley should
stop calling people like
Raghuram Rajan as ‘prophets of
doom’. 

Tharcius S Fernando
Chennai

�	�	������	
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Sir —To mark the 100th anniver-
sary of the signing of the
armistice that brought World
War One to an end, on
November 11, many world lead-
ers took a symbolic walk in the
rain down the Champs Elysées
in Paris. Remember the fallen
and the broken, not just in walks
but in making rapid strides
against hatred and war in order
to prevent any further damage.

Dennis Fitzgerald
Melbourne
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As the stage is set for elections,
stakes are high in five states —
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,

Chhattisgarh, Mizoram and Telangana.
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
the Congress are engaged in an almost
direct fight in most of these States.
Though the results would be known
only on December 11, there is a lot of
election-related excitement in the rest
of the country as these State polls are
seen as mini General Elections or dress-
rehearsal for the 2019 Lok Sabha poll
which will shape the national mood. 

In 2013, the BJP’s victory in the
three States — Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh made it easy
for the party to win a Lok Sabha major-
ity in 2014 though the State and
national polls were not aligned. The BJP

has ruled Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh for the last 15 years. In
2013, the BJP had won 165, 163 and 49
seats in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh Assemblies respec-
tively, with the Congress securing 58,
21 and 39 seats. The strength of these
Assemblies is 230, 200 and 90 respec-
tively. The continuation of BJP rule will
mean an endorsement of the party's
policies. 

Mizoram is the only North-east-
ern State where the BJP is not in power
either on its own or in alliance.
Winning the tiny State even as a
junior partner of a regional ally would
mean the BJP conquest of the entire
region. In Mizoram, the Congress has
been in power since 2008. With 40
Assembly seats, the Congress has been
in a fight against regional parties,
including Mizo National Front and
Mizo People's Conference. The BJP is
a minor player. 

Political pundits are projecting var-
ious scenarios. The issues are more or
less State-specific but by and large they
are power shortage, water, tribal wel-
fare, Maoism, anti-incumbency, agrar-

ian crisis, petrol price hike, Rafale scam,
demonetisation and the goods and ser-
vices tax (GST). 

In Rajasthan, Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje is facing an anti-
incumbency wave. The Congress is
more or less united with the team led
by former Chief Minister Ashok
Ghelot, Pradesh Congress Committee
(PCC) chief Sachin Pilot and former
Union Minister CP Joshi. If there is no
sabotage from within, the Congress can
and should win the State. 

In Madhya Pradesh, despite severe

anti-incumbency, Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan is seeking
power for the fourth time but his per-
sonal popularity is intact. Here, the
Congress could win if it can contain
internal dissent as many senior lead-
ers like Digvijay Singh, Jyotiraditya
Scindia and Kamal Nath head their
own factions. The Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) going alone in Madhya
Pradesh may affect the Congress’
chances. 

In Chhattisgarh, too, Chief
Minister, Raman Singh, is popular

despite several corruption charges and
the Maoist menace still not eradicated.
The Congress votes will be split in view
of the alliance formed between former
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Ajit Jogi
and BSP supremo Mayawati. 

There are four scenarios emerging
from the States. The best-case scenario
for the BJP is that the party gets three
out of five or even four with a North-
eastern ally in Mizoram. For the BJP,
retaining power in the Hindi heartland
is important to give a message that its
base is intact ahead of 2019 and it can
go into the General Election with
supreme confidence. The second, not-
so-bad scenario, is that the BJP loses
one of the three Hindi heartland States
but keeps two. The third is that the BJP
loses two of the three heartland States
and manages to retain only one, most
probably Chhattisgarh. Then it will be
a setback for the party. The fourth is a
worst- case scenario if the BJP loses all
three States, which will be a severe set-
back as there will be a cascading effect
of the loss on the 2019 poll. 

As for the Congress, high stakes
are involved for the party as well as its

president Rahul Gandhi, who has
been campaigning hard. This will be
the first mini General Election under
his leadership after he took over the
reins as [arty president in March 2018.
The Congress winning two of the three
States would mark a sense of revival and
enable Gandhi to emerge as a chal-
lenger to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and also unite the Opposition. It
will be a bonanza if the grand old party
manages to get the two big States —
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh while
retaining Mizoram. 

The Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) is fighting a grand alliance of
TDP, Congress and CPI. Telangana
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao
is confident of overcoming anti-incum-
bency. In Telengana, the TRS surprised
all by advancing the Assembly poll. The
Congress-TDP-CPI alliance may find
it difficult as the TRS enjoys tacit sup-
port from the BJP. In Mizoram, the
Mizo National Front, an ally of the BJP,
challenges the present regime of the
Congress.

(The writer is a senior political 
commentator)
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In the 46th year of diplomatic relations,
India and Vietnam have witnessed sever-
al high level visits and exchange of dele-
gations. The forthcoming visit by the
President of India, Ram Nath Kovind, will

be the third such bilateral visit this year, which
was earlier preceded by the visit of the late
President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
Tran Dai Quang in March 2018 and the Prime
Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc visit earlier in
January 2018. Several ministerial level delega-
tions and inking of defence agreements between
the two countries have also happened this year.
It is hoped that the President’s visit will consol-
idate the already existing political trust and
cement strong defence and security cooperation
between the two countries.

Some of the potential areas of cooperation
in the non-traditional security areas include
information technology, artificial intelligence,
cyber security, solar alliances, traditional med-
icine, agricultural innovation, disaster manage-
ment and climate change. As an emerging mar-
ket and supplier in the regional value chain,
Vietnam together with India could play a sig-
nificant role in the global value chain. Capacity
building and entrepreneurship development
under development cooperation initiatives are
already making progress and leaving their
imprints.

Ram Nath Kovind is also expected to visit the
ancient relics of Cham civilisation in My Son,
which stand a time-tested testimony to our civil-
isational inheritance. The historical and cultur-
al linkages between the two civilisations abound
our mythologies and ancient literature. It is
believed that Hinduism and Buddhism became
the mainstream religion of the Chams living in
the central and southern part of Vietnam. The
architectural style of My Son relics, which is today
a UNESCO World Heritage site, and the ancient
archaeological remains scattered in the coastal
areas of Vietnam from Da Nang to Binh Thuan,
speak about these historical legacies.

Over the years, Vietnam has emerged as a
significant player in India’s foreign policy pro-
jection — a partner in sub-regional, regional,
and multilateral fora. It is an integral member
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and plays an important role in India’s
Act East policy. India is one of the three 
countries with whom Vietnam shares
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, together
with China and Russia. 

The elevation of the strategic partnership
between the two countries to that of compre-
hensive strategic partnership is a clear indica-
tion of goodwill, trust and importance the two
countries place on their relationship. It is also
an acknowledgment of the existing strong
bilateral defence and security ties and our mutu-
al desire to contribute to regional peace, stabil-
ity, cooperation and prosperity. Moving beyond
the ideological linkages, both countries have
endeavoured to revamp their relations in the
changing geo-politics of the Indo-Pacific.

From strategic partnership in 2007 to a com-
prehensive partnership in 2016, the two coun-
tries have built up synergies for deeper coop-
eration between them. These have been envis-

aged in a multi-faceted and a multi-
sectoral cooperation on a wide range
of issues covering political, defence
and security relations; trade and com-
merce; energy cooperation; science
and technology; capacity building;
connectivity links; health, education,
culture, tourism and people to people
exchange;  and cooperation in 
international, regional and sub-
regional forums.

Vietnam’s geographical location in
Asia Pacific has added to its geo-polit-
ical importance for the regional play-
ers like China, India, Australia and
Japan and also for the external pow-
ers like the United States and its re-
balancing strategy in the Asia-Pacific.
In the changing architecture of the
world politics from trans-Atlantic to
the Asia-Pacific, Vietnam emerges as
a significant actor shaping the ‘great
game’ politics in the region.

Given the evolving regional archi-
tecture in the Indo-Pacific, role of
Vietnam in the emerging quadrilater-
al partnership in the region becomes
significant. As Vietnam faces mount-
ing pressure from China amidst its
growing assertiveness in the disputed
waters of its East Sea, it is looking to
multiple partners in Asia and beyond.
Vietnam has reached out to the
United States and stepped up securi-

ty cooperation with Japan, Australia
long with India and a number of its
Southeast Asian neighbours.

Amidst Vietnam’s quest for mul-
tiple partners in Asia and beyond,
India has been of very special strate-
gic interest to Vietnam. Over the
years, New Delhi has gradually
expanded its defence and naval coop-
eration with Vietnam and assisted in
its efforts in modernising the military
force. India’s outreach to Vietnam has
been a clear indication of its open
challenge to China in its backyard. It
is believed that Vietnam’s growing
engagement with India will also lead
to a stable balance of power and as a
security provider in the region. 

Fearing the growing aggression of
China, Vietnam has welcomed and
embraced India in this particular
stance. The high-level comprehensive
strategic partnership between India
and Vietnam is equally important as
it shares the anxieties and act as deter-
rence against the increasing Chinese
presence in the region. 

According to security experts,
since China continues to increase its
influence, defence and maritime coop-
eration and procurements from coun-
tries like India, the United States and
Japan enable Vietnam to uphold its
position.

Internal synergies between India
and Vietnam have also played a sig-
nificant role in bringing the two
countries on the same page building
upon mutual trust and cooperation
over the years. 

Vietnam as an emerging middle
power and India as a net security
provider in the region has the conver-
gence which makes them an ideal
partner for all seasons at the sub-
regional, regional and multilateral
forums. 

Given the cultural-religious link-
ages, based on their closer association
with the historical kingdoms and the
impact of Buddhist philosophy to the
anti-imperialist struggle during the
colonial rule and foreign intervention
during the Second World War and
thereafter, both the countries have
developed closer ties and a shared des-
tiny based on a shared world view. 

In the context of the geo-strategic
paradigm and the forces shaping the
internal dynamics of Vietnam, its for-
eign policy orientations vis-à-vis the
great powers in the region and its
engagement with India is a critical
area of concern.

(The writer is a Fellow at Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library and
Assistant Professor at University of
Delhi)
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After Union Ministers, netas
and top BJP and RSS func-

tionaries paid their homage, the
mortal remains of Ananth
Kumar, Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister and senior
BJP leader,  were consigned to
the flames with full State hon-
ours at the Chamarajapete cre-
mation grounds in Bengaluru
South on Tuesday. The day wit-
nessed many leaders and hun-
dreds of mourners paying their
last respects to the departed
soul.

The funeral pyre was lit by
Kumar's younger brother
Nanda Kumar, who performed
the last rites according to
Smartha Brahmin traditions,
amidst chanting of Vedic
hymns by a battery of priests at
the cremation ground. 

Kumar's tricolour-draped
mortal remains were accorded a
gun salute by military personnel
in the presence of his wife
Tejaswini, daughters Aishwarya
and Vijetha, other family mem-
bers and, national and State lead-
ers.        Chants of "Bharat Mata
Ki Jai" and "Ananth Kumar
Amar Rahe" rent the air as
leaders paid homage and the
mortal remains were consigned
to the flames.

Veteran BJP leader and
former Deputy Prime Minister
LK Advani, Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh, BJP
president Amit Shah and State
party chief BS Yeddyurappa
and RSS general secretary
Bhaiyyaji Joshi were present at
the funeral. Also in atten-
dance were Union Ministers
Nirmala Sitharaman, Ravi
Shankar Prasad, Piyush Goyal,
Dharmendra Pradhan,
Mahesh Sharma, Vijay Goel

and Sadananda Gowda.
Earlier, a steady stream of
mourners led by Vice-
President M Venkaiah Naidu,
BJP workers, supporters and
members of public paid their
last respects to Kumar.

Hundreds of mourners
filed past the body of Kumar,
which lay in state at his resi-
dence till this morning and was
then taken to the party State
headquarters 'Jagannath
Bhavan" and the National
College Ground in his
Bengaluru South parliamentary
constituency. Ananth Kumar, a
six time MP from Bengaluru
South succumbed to cancer
and breathed his last on early
morning of Monday. 

From the Basavanagudi
residence, the mortal remains
were carried in a decorated mil-
itary vehicle with personnel of
the three services - the Army,
Navy and the Air Force -
accompanying it, amid slo-
gans "Bharat Mata Ki Jai" and
"Ananth Kumar Amar Rahe"
by his supporters.

The body was later shift-

ed to National College ground
for the public to pay homage.
The six-time MP was closely
associated with the ground,
having hosted many of his
political events there. The
mortal remains were later
brought for the final rites at
Chamarajapet in a procession,
that was accompanied by
hundreds of his supporters
and general public, who
raised slogans hailing the
"most loved" Bengaluru MP,
known for his geniality and
accessibility.

The 59-year-old Bangalore
South MP breathed his last
during the early hours on
Monday at the Sri Shankara
Cancer Hospital and Research
Centre where he was under
care after returning home in
October following treatment in
the US and Britain.

In New Delhi, the Union
Cabinet condoled the demise
of Kumar, saying under his
"stewardship" the BJP expand-
ed in Karnataka and eventu-
ally formed a government of
its own. The special Cabinet
meeting, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
noted that in the passing
away of Kumar, the nation has
lost an experienced leader, an
off icia l  statement said.
Narendra Modi had flown in
here from Varanasi last night
and paid his homage. The
Karnataka Government has
declared a three-day state
mourning.

Making his political debut
in 1987, Kumar, a quintessen-
tial organisation man, had
remained in the inner circle of
the central leadership of the
BJP — be it during the heyday
of Atal Bihari Vajpayee or
Narendra Modi— bearing tes-
timony to the trust he enjoyed

in the party's top echelon.
Kumar and Yeddyurappa

are among the few leaders
who built the BJP brick by
brick, making it a force that it
is today in Karnataka, which
the party sees as a gateway to
the South.

Breaking new ground, the
BJP came to power in
Karnataka in 2008, making it
the first saffron party

Government in the South, and
emerged as the single largest
party in the 2018 May polls
also, though it fell short of
majority by a few seats. Kumar,
who made his parliamentary
foray in 1996 from Bangalore
South, where he remained
invincible, had also served as
an important link between the
State and centre at the party
and Government levels.
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Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has convened an

all-party meeting for Thursday
to discuss the situation arising
out of Tuesday’s Supreme Court
decision to hear the review
petitions filed by the devotees
challenging the September 28
verdict of the Constitution
Bench allowing women of
child-bearing age to enter the
holy shrine Sabarimala.

This is being seen as an
attempt by the Chief Minister to
evolve a consensus on the tricky
issue of implementing the apex
court order allowing women
devotees in the temple while the
State is witnessing unprece-
dented agitations and demon-
strations against the verdict.

The Constitution Bench
which heard the petitions on
Tuesday decided to hear the
case in an open court on
January 22. However, the sanc-
tum of the temple opens on
Friday evening for the 41-day
long Mandala Pooja and many
questions remain unanswered.

The Kerala Government has
launched a series of measures to
facilitate the entry of women in
the 10-50 age group into the tem-
ple even as the police is contin-
uing with the crackdown on
devotees who staged protest
marches and demonstrations all
over the State. 

The move by the Kerala
police to distribute identity cards

for the devotees has shocked
legal experts. Those who want to
undertake the pilgrimage should
have to get identity cards from
the police station of their local-
ity. “This is an ill-conceived act
which is doomed to fail. How is
it possible for the inspector of the
police station to identify poten-
tial trouble-makers as thou-
sands of devotees would be
applying for the card,” said a for-
mer State police chief who is
widely respected in the State for
his efficiency and integrity.

Since the apex court has not
stayed the operation of the
September 28 verdict, there is no
technical hitch against the entry
of women in the temple. But reli-
gious scholars and legal experts
are of the view that it would be
ideal if the Kerala Government
keeps in abeyance the September
28 verdict. “If you allow women
to enter the temple from Friday,
what would happen if the
Supreme Court rules that the
September 28 verdict is not
valid,” asked the former State
police chief who did not want his
name to be quoted.

Swamy Chidanandapuri,
spiritual leader of millions of
Hindus in the State who is also
the head of the Advaitha
Ashram, opined that the apex
court has understood the factu-
al errors in the earlier verdict.
“That’s why the court decided to
hear the review petitions which
itself is a rare event. Though the
court has not stayed the

September 28 verdict, the deci-
sion to hear the review petition
itself is as good as a stay. What
the Kerala Government should
do is to keep the September 28
verdict in abeyance and wait for
the final verdict from the
Supreme Court. 

If the CPI(M) Government
takes such a decision, the stock
of the Government  would  go
up,” said the Swamiji who is
engaged in a week-long spiritu-
al discourse 
at Ernakulam.

Kerala is witnessing massive
agitations by women devotees
themselves against the
September 28 verdict. Valsan
Thillankeri, RSS leader who led
the recent agitation in
Sabarimala, said that if the
Government goes ahead with its
plan to allow women in the tem-
ple, the devotees would contin-
ue with the agitation. 

The Kerala Government is
faced with a tricky situation. 

Rajeevaru Kantararu, the
thanthri, told The Pioneer that
while he was happy with the
Supreme Court decision, he
may be able to decide about
future course of action only
after studying the court order.
What is interesting is the
power enjoyed by the Thanthri
to shut down the temple doors
for purification rituals if
women of 10-50 age group
enters the temple. 

A purification ritual takes a
minimum of five hours.
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Aheavily armed Pakistani ter-
rorist was shot dead by an

alert ambush party in Pallanwala
sector of Akhnoor Tuesday
afternoon. According to ground
reports, Pakistani terrorist had
managed to sneak inside the
Indian territory after breaching
barbed wire fence,possibly with
the help of a sharp cutter.

Though army authorities
had not commented on the
nature of breach but official
statement issued by the Ministry
of Defence Spokesman in
Jammu clearly suggested that
one Pakistani terrorist was elim-
inated inside the Indian territory
in an encounter.

Before establishing the
contact  with the terrorist alert
jawans have noticed some sus-
picious movement close to the
line of control  and challenged
him. In the ensuing  gun fight,
Pak terrorist was shot dead
around 1.50 p.m, official

sources said.
Confirming the intrusion

bid along the LoC, Ministry of
Defence Spokesman, Lt Col
Devendra Anand said, "In an
encounter a heavily armed
Pakistani terrorist has been
eliminated in Akhnoor Sector
on own side of the
International boundary, at
about 1.50 p.m on Tuesday". 

Lt Col Anand said, "the
ambush party also recovered
warlike stores which  included

five pistols, ten pistol
magazines, 60 bullets
of pistol, one AK
assault Rifle, two AK
Rifle magazine with
234 rounds of ammu-
nition, fifteen hand
grenades and twelve
fuzes for IEDs. To rule
out the presence of
more intruders in the
area the jawans of the
Indian army were kept
in a state of high alert
in the area. 

"The entire area was
immediately cordoned off and
search and destroy operations
were launched to track down
the foot prints of other intrud-
ers present in the area. MoD
Spokesman also claimed, "
recovery of huge cache has
scuttled the nefarious plans of
the terrorists outfit to derail the
peace and harmony in the
region and disrupt the forth-
coming Panchayat Elections
in the state". 
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Apparently buoyed by the
success of Trinamool

Congress-led movement post
Tinsukia mass killings where
five Bengali-speaking labourers
were gunned down at Dhola in
Assam and encouraged by the
response Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee was getting
from the Assam-based Bengali
population in her fight against
“intentionally flawed drafting”
of National Register of Citizens,
the TMC has decided to spread
its political tentacles in the BJP-
ruled State.

This, by contesting the
panchayat elections scheduled
to be held there in the month
of December. Two-phased
rural elections will be held in
Assam on December 5 and 9.

The TMC will put up its can-
didates in the rural elections,
Bengal Minister and senior
Trinamool leader in charge of
Assam Firhad Hakim is known
to have told the party leaders in
that State and asked them to
begin preparations. 

“The party wants to tap the
Bengali voters tormented by a
communal and linguistically
biased BJP Government,” a
TMC leader quoting Hakim
said adding his party would
also target the Hindi-speaking
and other minorities of that
State whose names had been
struck off the “intentionally
flawed NRC.”

The party would begin
with fielding candidates in
Bengali-dominated areas. “We
may field our candidates from
at least 9-10 districts where

Bengalis are in good numbers
and are feeling threatened by
the recent developments,” TMC
sources said. 

“They (read the BJP) are
trying to capture Bengal but
now it is time for them to pro-
tect their own place in Assam,”
insiders said adding the party
would preferably field candi-
dates whose names have been
struck out of the NRC. “This
will also give them legitimacy
in their claims of citizenship,”
TMC sources said.

On whether Mamata
Banerjee would herself go to
Assam to campaign in the
elections, sources would not
reveal the cards. “It is for our
supreme leader to decide
whether she will go campaign-
ing in Assam. Contesting polls
in that State is her decision and

it seems she will take the cor-
rect decision on other issues as
and when the situation comes.”

The TMC had strongly
taken up the twin issues of
NRC and the Tinsukia killings
evoking massive response and
apparently catapulting Banerjee
as the champion of Bengali
cause in Assam. The massive
success of opposition-sponsored
bandh seems also to have
buoyed the Trinamool leader-
ship considering the fact that
those who had responded were
largely anti-BJP.

Since the main opposition
party Congress had kept its
movement concealed fearing
loss of Assamese votes the TMC
seems to have found an oppor-
tunity to exploit the situation in
districts like Karimganj, Silchar,
Barak etc. sources said.

%/'����-�����$�������	������������
Kolkata: Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu is likely to meet his
Bengal counterpart Mamata
Banerjee in Kolkata in an
apparent bid to stitch together
the anti-BJP grand alliance for
the coming parliamentary elec-
tions.

Naidu wil l  come to
Kolkata to meet Banerjee on
November 19, sources said
adding he would invite
Mamata to join the all-party
anti-BJP meeting scheduled
to be held in Delhi  on
November 22, sources said.

The Andhra Chief Minister
will meet Mamata on
November 19 “strengthen the
Mahagathbandhan (grand

alliance),” TDP spokesperson
Lanka Dinakaran said hoping
the grand alliance would be a
grand success. 

“The way things are going
it would be a strong alliance
with leaders like Mamata
Banerjee who is a great leader
who fights against the
Narendra Modi Government,”
Dinakaran said adding “these
two leaders together will defi-
nitely … oust the Modi
Government.”

Sources in the Trinamool
Congress said the Bengal Chief
Minister was herself keen to
see the back of the Modi
Government that had “done
unprecedented harm to Indian
polity, economy and society in

its five years’ rule.” Mamata
who had earlier projected her
Federal Front a proposed anti-
BJP alliance had mooted the
“one-against-one formula”
against the BJP.

“She had herself mooted
the idea of an opposition unity
and advocated a combined
fight against the BJP. She said
that the party which strong in
a particular place should be
allowed to fight against the BJP
and other parties should sup-
port that party so that the
opposition votes do not get
divided. In fact this is the for-
mula she used in 2009 and 2011
to defeat the Left Front
Government,” said a Bengal
Minister. PNS
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Two infiltrators were killed
in north Kashmir’s

Kupwara district on Tuesday as
Army claimed to have foiled an
infiltration bid amid inclement
weather in Kashmir Valley.

Defence sources said that
counter infiltration security
grid noticed movement of a
group of armed terrorists try-
ing to sneak into this side of
Line of Control (LoC) in Keran
sector of Kupwara district on
Tuesday evening.

They said as the army per-
sonnel zeroed in on the point
of infiltration along the LoC,
the armed terrorists opened fire
triggering an exchange of fire.
In the ensuing gunfight, two
armed infiltrators were killed.

They said the counter infil-
tration operation was in

progress. The army suspects
more armed infiltrators might
be around the gun-battle site.
The identity of the slain mili-
tants was not immediately
known.

The encounter took place
amid inclement weather in the
region. Moderate rainfall lead-
ing to fall in temperature has
been observed in the upper
reaches in Kashmir that
includes major portion of LoC
areas.

Terrorists make last ditch
efforts to infiltrate into Valley
or move back to Pakistan occu-
pied Kashmir during the
month of November before
heavy snowfall blocks all
mountain passes. However,
during past several years, the
heightened surveillance on the
LoC has reduced the number of
successful infiltration bids.
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Gujarat will host the All-
India DGP conference at

the Statue of Unity site in
December this year in which
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
would participate.

The Prime Minister’s
home-State will host the three
day event of top cops of all the
Indian States for second time.
Last time Gujarat had hosted
the conference at Dhorado
white desert situated in Kutch
in December 2015.

Considered as one of the
most important event in view
of internal security of the
nation, apart from DGPs from
all the States, Director General
of Intelligence Bureau
(Research & Analysis wing),
DGs of Border Security Force
and Central Reserve Police
Force as well as Indo-Tibetan
Border Police will participate. In
Kutch more than 400 police and
security top brass from across
the nation participated at the
tent-city Dhorado, adjacent of
picturesque white desert.

Sources in the State
Government said that the
President of India, Ram Nath
Kovind might also attend the
event as he would visit the world
tallest statue on December 15.
Union Home Minister Rajnath
Singh would also attend the
event. According to a top
Government official, the DGP
conference would be attended by
Chief Ministers of different States
as invitations would be sent to
CMs of various States to attend
the conference.

Just like White Desert, a
tent-city has been has been
developed near the statue of
Sardar Patel at Kevadiya Colony.
All the participants would be
given accommodations in these
luxurious tents. Last time DGPs
were invited to attend the con-

ference with families, this time
too they would be invited to
come along with their families,
said the official.  It is worth men-
tioning that after PM Modi ded-
icated the Statue of Unity to the
nation on the 143rd anniversary
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel last
month large numbers of people
are thronging to see the tallest
statue of the world at Narmada
Dam site. Besides common peo-
ple, Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh too visited the site.

On Tuesday Deputy Chief
Minister of Bihar Shushil Modi
also visited the site and paid trib-
ute to the Ironman of India. He
was accompanied by Gujarat’s
senior minister Saurabh Patel.
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After offering ‘Chhath
Puja’ on the banks of

River Sabarmati  in
Ahmedabad during his visit
to Gujarat, Bihar Deputy
CM Sushil Modi slammed
Congress MLA Alpesh
Thakor saying 
that the way Thakor behaved
with North Indians, he
wouldn’t have courage to
visit Bihar. 

Referring attacks on
North Indian labourers post
a rape incident on a minor
girl alleged by a Bihari origin
worker, Modi said that even
if Thakor would do Chhath
Puja, he would be able to
improve his tarnish image.

He said that it was impor-
tant to give jobs to local people
but at the same time every
Indian had freedom to work in
any part of the country. 
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Amid the ruling BJP’s
much-discussed overdrive

to rename cities and towns
across the country, its alliance
partner Shiv Sena on Tuesday
rooted for naming the pur-
posed �46,000 crore Nagpur-
Mumbai Super
Communication Express
(NMSCE) after its late party
chief Bal Thackeray.

Senior Sena leader and
State PWD Minister Eknath
Shinde met Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis of the BJP
along with a delegation of
party MLAs and submitted a
memorandum, demanding
that the NMSCE be christened
after late Thackeray.

The Sena’s demand came
ahead of the sixth death
anniversary of late Thackeray
who passed away on
November 17, 2012. The
demand should be viewed in
the context of a brewing clam-
our in some sections of the
BJP for naming the ambi-
tious NMSCE after Prime
Minister A B Vajpayee, who
died on August 16, 2018.  

In its  memorandum,
Shinde stated: “It was the
then then Sena chief
Balasaheb Thackeray who was
the architect of the country’s
first-ever Expressway — the
Mumbai-Pune Yeshwantrao
Chavan Expressway – which
was constructed during the
1995-1999 Shiv Sena-BJP
alliance Government. BJP’s
then PWD Minister Nitin
Gadkari also played a key role
in the construction of this
Expressway”.

“Even today, the people
remember Mumbai-Pune
Expressway as  late
Thackeray’s major contribu-
tion towards development in
Maharashtra. Incidentally, the
second major expressway is
also being constructed in the
state under the saf fron
alliance regime. Keeping this
in view, the Sena’s MPs and
MLAs want the State
Government to honour late
Balasaheb by naming the
NMSCE after him,” the Sena
Minister said.

Shinde said that several
MLAs had met him and
requested him to take up the
issue of naming NMSCE after
late Thackeray.  “Since
Balasaheb’s dream of con-
structing the country’s first
Expressway was realised dur-
ing the Sena-BJP
Government, it is in the fit-
ness of  things that  the
Maharashtra Government
names the NMSCE in mem-
ory of the late Sena chief. We
look for ward to the
Maharashtra Government
coming out with a formal
notification in this regard
very soon,” the Minister said.
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National Conference provin-
cial president Devender

Singh Rana on Tuesday met
Jammu & Kashmir Governor
Satya Pal Malik here and
sought revival of the traditional
route to the famous Mata
Vaishno Devi shrine in Reasi
district. 

Nagrota MLA Rana called
on Malik at Raj Bhavan and
presented him a copy of the
"project proposal -
Conservation of Heritage
Components on Traditional
Vaishno Devi Route", an offi-
cial spokesman said. 

He said the NC leader
requested the Governor, who is
also the chairman of Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
(SMVDSB), to take steps for
revival of the traditional route
to the shrine which starts from
Jagti in Nagrota and ends at
Nomainand.

Urging the Governor to
develop the old track as an
alternate route for the pilgrims
to the shrine, the spokesman
said Rana drew the Governor's
attention to the need for con-
servation of the heritage assets,
particularly the step wells,
ponds, 'sarais', temples and
springs on the old route.

The spokesman said the
Governor assured him of due
examination of the envisaged
project and urged the MLA to
continue with his endeavours
for welfare of the people of the
State.

The NC leader later said,
"The revival project could be
taken up under the aegis of
SMVDSB, which will not only
give further impetus to the
world- famous pilgrimage but
open up the heritage places for
spiritual bliss of the pilgrims." 

Rana said he apprised the
governor of the salient features
of the project report, prepared
by the Indian National Trust for
Arts and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH) for development
of the ancient route to the
shrine.   

"The route, passing
through the serene environs
and spiritual ambience, offers
spiritual solace and 'darshan' of
several revered temple which
used to be a pre-requisite
before embarking on the yatra
to holy Bhawan on Trikuta
Hills over seven decades ago,"
Rana said.

He said it would be appro-
priate for the shrine board to
explore this route optimally
and undertake its all-round
development. 

The INTACH has prepared
an exhaustive report after
detailed mapping of all the
important heritage assets like
step-wells, ponds, 'sarais', wells,
temples and springs along the
track, which were once used
and maintained by the pil-
grims, he said. 

He said the route starts
from village Jagti (Nagrota)
along the Jammu-Srinagar
national highway and passes
through various old temples like
Jagdamba Mata Kheer Bhawani
Temple at Jagti, Durga Mata
Temple at Pangali and Shiv
Temple at Thandapani, Drabi.

"By reviving this route, the
devotees could return home
after paying obeisance at the
'durbar' of the Mata with enlight-
enment that they have been
searching all their life," he said. 

Rana highlighted the reli-
gious, spiritual and secular
characteristics of the ancient
route during yesteryears, say-
ing while it used to take off
amid serene and spiritual ambi-
ence of the highly revered Kol
Kandoli Mata temple, the pil-
grimage used to reach Nomain,
where the white turban-
bedecked Gujjars  used to carry
'jyot' (holy light) on their heads
in true spirit of Jammu's secu-
lar ethos.
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Lucknow: The State Cabinet
gave its assent to renaming of
Allahabad and Faizabad divi-
sions as Prayagraj and Ayodhya,
respectively. It also announced a
new purchase policy for maize
during the kharif season for
2018-19. The Cabinet also
announced State-level awards for
teachers of recognised but non-
aided Government secondary
colleges. The decision was taken
in the state Cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Suresh Khanna said
that Prayagraj division would
comprise Prayagraj, Kaushambi,
Fatehpur and Pratapgarh dis-
tricts, while Ayodhya division
would include Ayodhya,
Ambedkarnagar, Sultanpur,
Amethi and Barabanki districts.
The decision came a day after
the Allahabad High Court asked
the Centre and the state gov-
ernment to file counter affi-
davits within a week on a peti-
tion challenging the decision to
rename Allahabad as Prayagraj. 

State government
spokesperson and Health
Minister Siddharth Nath Singh

said that for the first time the
Government had fixed the pur-
chase rate of maize which
would be �1,300 per quintal
besides farmers would get addi-
tional �20 per quintal for clean-
ing and transportation. He
added that the Government
would spend around �214
crore for purchasing around
one lakh metric tonne of maize.
In the first phase, the purchase
will be made in 20 districts and
later more districts may be
included as per demand.

In another decision, the
Government has announced
awards for teachers of the non-
aided secondary colleges in the
state. “There are 18 divisions in
the State so one teacher from
each division will be selected for
the ‘Best Teacher Award’ and will
get a cash award of �25,000. The
function will be held every year
on the birth anniversary of for-
mer Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on December 25,” he
said. There are 19,275 non-
aided secondary colleges in the
state and for the award a teacher
should have a service of 15
years and a principal of 20 years. 

The Cabinet also approved
the report of the Justice Raj
Mani Chouhan Committee to
be tabled in the state Assembly,
which had probed the stam-
pede at the Jai Gurudev satsang
in Varanasi on October 15,
2016.  A total of 25 people were
killed in the stampede at
Kateshar-Dorari village where
the satsang was organised.

The Government also
approved a proposal to amend
the rule by merging the post
of lecturer in the State medical
colleges by creating a new post
of assistant professor. Now
the direct appointment by the
UPPSC will be done for the
post of assistant professor
instead of lecturer’s post.

The government gave
permission to hand over 48.03
sq metres of land of the
Women’s Polytechnic in
Lucknow to the Lucknow
Metro Rail Corporation
(LMRC) for the construction
of a metro station while an
approval was given to acquire
130 buildings in the second
phase of  Kashi Vishwanath
temple corridor in Varanasi. 

Lastly, the Government
has approved a proposal to set
up a governing body headed
by the Health Minister to run
the new medical colleges at
Basti, Faizabad, Farrukhabad,
Ferozabad and Shahjahanpur. 
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Chennai: Cyclone Gaja
presently centred over the Bay
of Bengal is likely to weaken
and cross the Tamil Nadu coast
between Pamban and
Cuddalore on Thursday
forenoon, the Met said on
Tuesday.

Before it weakens, there
would be rough to very rough
sea conditions along and off
Tamil Nadu-south Andhra
Pradesh coasts from
Wednesday morning and high
swelling sea during that night.

The fishermen, who were
in deep sea have been asked to
return to coasts immediately.

The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) bulletin
said Gaja has been moving
westwards with a speed of five
kmph in the past six hours.

At 5.30 a.m., the cyclonic
storm was centred about 750
km east of here and 840 km
east-northeast of
Nagappattinam.

It was expected to intensi-
fy further into a severe cyclonic
storm in the next 24 hours by
Wednesday and maintain that
intensity till Thursday. "It is
very likely to move west-south-
westwards," IMD said.

At the time of landfall,
storm surge of height of up to
one metre above astronomical
tide was expected to inundate
low lying areas of
Nagappattinam, Thanjavur,
Pudukkottai and
Ramanathapuram districts of
Tamil Nadu and Karaikal dis-
trict of Puducherry, the IMD
said. IANS
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The Ministry of Corporate
Affair’s western region

director had raised questions
on some of the grounds
Registrar of Companies (RoC)
used to declare that the sack-
ing of Cyrus P Mistry as chair-
man and director of Tata Sons
and Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) violated Companies Act
and RBI rules, according to an
RTI reply.

In response to a Right to
Information (RTI) query filed
by Shapoorji Pallonji Mistry
Group, which is the single
largest shareholder of Tata Sons
with 18.4 per cent sharehold-
ing, the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs last month furnished
two letters — a January 25,
2017 letter of the RoC, Mumbai
and a February 17, 2017 letter
from the Office of the Regional
Director, Western Region of the
ministry.

Responding to the obser-
vation of RoC, Mumbai on the
procedural aspects like docu-
ments submitted or the signing
authority, in removing Mistry
as chairman and director of
TCS, the Regional Director,
Western Region, Ministry of
Company Affairs — the senior
reporting authority, raised
doubts on the efficacy of the

findings.
According to the RTI

response, the Regional Director
(Western Region) asked RoC,
Mumbai if a similar standard
was followed or prescribed by
RoC in all other cases of
removal of directors. 

It also asked RoC to fur-
nish a list of companies where
directors were removed under
the Companies Act, 2013 and
the details of documents fur-
nished/called for in such cases.

In addition, the Regional
Director questioned RoC on
whether as per law, many doc-
uments which were not
annexed to the Form DIR 12
filed by TCS pursuant to the
removal of Mistry as director,
were mandatorily required to
be annexed. If not mandatory,
whether RoC can insist on the
same, it asked.

As per law, Form No. DIR-
12 is to be filed with the
Registrar within 30 days of the
appointment/removal of a
director.

According to the letter fur-
nished in the RTI reply, RoC
cited not sending of represen-
tation made by Mistry against
his sacking to all shareholders
but instead making it available
for inspection at the company
office as a violation of the
Companies Act.
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Flipkart Group CEO and co-
founder Binny Bansal on

Tuesday resigned following a
probe into an alleged “serious
personal misconduct”, the
firm’s new parent Walmart
said.

Bansal, 37, has strongly
denied the allegation, the
American retail giant said in a
statement.

His decision to step down
follows an independent inves-
tigation done on behalf of
Flipkart and Walmart, even
though the probe “did not find
evidence to corroborate the
complainant’s assertions against
Binny”, it said. While the state-
ment did not provide details of
the “personal misconduct” alle-
gations against Bansal, sources
indicated that the complainant
was associated with Flipkart a
few years ago and is now run-
ning her own venture.

This, however, could not be
independently ascertained. 

The statement pointed out
that the “deliberate and thor-
ough” investigation “did reveal
other lapses in judgement, par-

ticularly a lack of transparen-
cy, related to how Binny
responded to the situation.
Because of this, we have accept-
ed his decision to resign”.

Bansal’s resignation as the
CEO of Flipkart Group is with
immediate effect. He was serv-
ing as the Group CEO after
Walmart’s mega USD 16 billion
investment in the Bengaluru-
based company. 

Sachin Bansal, the other co-
founder (not related to Binny),
had left Flipkart after selling his
entire 5.5 per cent stake to
Walmart as part of the deal.

Walmart’s statement said
the recent events “risked
becoming a distraction for the
company” and Binny had made
a decision to step down.

The statement pointed
out that Binny had been con-
templating a transition for
some time and that the com-
pany (Walmart) had been
working together on a suc-
cession plan, which has now
been accelerated. 

Kalyan Krishnamurthy will
continue to be CEO of Flipkart,
which will now include Myntra
and Jabong, continuing to
operate as separate platforms
within the Flipkart business,
the statement said. 

Ananth Narayanan will
continue as CEO of Myntra
and Jabong and will report to
Krishnamurthy. Sameer Nigam
will continue to head PhonePe
— Flipkart’s payments unit —
as CEO. 

Both Krishnamurthy and
Nigam will report directly to
the board, Walmart said.

“We remain committed
to investing for the long-term
and are supportive of the
leadership team’s desire to
evolve into a publicly-traded
company in the future,” it
added. 

In an internal email,
Krishnamurthy sought to
assuage employee concerns
stating that “there will be no
changes in our operating
processes, or to the mission of
the company as a result of this
news”.

“Flipkart will continue to
invest heavily in supply chain,
innovation and technology,
with a focus on optimising
operations, and empowering
employees... For Flipkart to
keep succeeding, it is crucial for
our teams to thrive, and we will
continue to do everything pos-
sible to ensure you are given the
opportunity to do just that,” he
added.
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The rupee on Tuesday recov-
ered 22 paise to close at

72.67 against the US currency
on easing crude oil prices and
better-than-expected macro-
economic data.

Crude oil prices fell below
the $70 per barrel mark, easing
concerns over expanding cur-
rent account deficit and infla-
tion which have a bearing on
rupee sentiment.

Positive macro data which
showed retail inflation drop-
ping to a 13-month low in
October also bolstered the
market sentiment. 

Besides, fund inflows by
foreign investors and the US
dollar’s weakness against some
currencies overseas also sup-
ported the domestic unit, deal-
ers said.

Brent crude fell 70 cents to
$69.42 per barrel while West
Texas Intermediate dropped
74 cents to $59.19 per barrel.
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Buoyed by a good response
for the first tender of mid-

term (3 years) power purchase
agreement auction, the power
ministry will bring its second
round for 2,500 MW capacities
to give relief to stressed power
assets, Power Secretary A K
Bhalla said Tuesday.

A PPA is a prerequisite for
getting coal supplies for power
plants.

Power sector is facing stress
due to coal shortage and other
issues. Many power projects are
starving for coal in the absence
of PPAs. The Government's
scheme to auction 2,500 MW
medium-term PPAs evoked
good response and PPAs for
1,900 MW capacities were
signed under the scheme last
month.

“We found that a lot of
interest is coming up for (the
scheme to auction) 2,500 MW
medium-term PPAs. So defi-
nitely there would be PPAs

coming up (on the block).
This was a pilot. We will try to
bring a formal scheme for
another round of 2,500 MW
medium-term PPAs.

“We did not have differ-
ence between fixed cost and
variable cost. There was no
escalation (of tariff). Those
points will be discussed.
Whatever (issues) stakeholders
have raised, will be discussed,”
he said.

The power ministry in
April 2018 had issued guide-
lines for a pilot scheme to
facilitate aggregation of pro-
curement of power (2,500
MW for 3 years) from com-
missioned coal-based power
plants through competitive
bidding.

The PFC Consulting con-
ducted the bid process for
selection of capacity on DEEP
e-bidding Portal from different
projects. Subsequent to the
bidding process, tariff was dis-
covered as �4.24 per unit and
projects with aggregate capac-

ity of 1,900 MW were declared
successful bidders.

The agreements under the
scheme were signed with the
successful bidders and procur-
ing DISCOMs on October 29,
2018.

The seven successful bid-
ders were — RKM Powergen
(550 MW), Jhabua Power (100
MW), MB Power  (175 MW),
SKS Power (300 MW), Jindal
India Thermal Power (125
MW), IL&FS Energy (550
MW) and JP Nigrie (100 MW).

The power procuring
DISCOMs were Telangana and
Tamil Nadu for 550 MW each,
West Bengal and Bihar for 200
MW each. Haryana consented
to sign for 400 MW.

On the under utilisation of
gas-based power plants, Bhalla
said:”The PLF (capacity utili-
sation) of gas-based plants is
less than 25 per cent. So you
can estimate that at what capac-
ity they are running because of
less availability of domestic
gas.
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KKR India's chief executive
officer Sanjay Nayar

Tuesday said the ongoing trou-
bles at non-bank lenders will
lead to a correction in their
valuations and the private equi-
ty firm is keen to up its fund-
ing to them.

Nayar, whose company
also operates as a non-banking
financial company (NBFC) in
the country, said it will take up
to four months for the liquid-
ity related issues in the sector
to settle down.

“Structurally, there will be a
correction (in valuations),
which is good in the long term,”
Nayar told reporters on the side-
lines of a conference organised
by industry body CII.

Return on equity cannot be
created by overleveraging with
the business having a thin net
interest margin (NIM), he said,
wondering how such firms trade
at four times the book value.

He said the leverage ratios
have to become “a lot more
prudent” over time and added
that liabilities have to be fund-
ed long term.

When asked if his compa-
ny will be upping its play in
investments and portfolio buys
of NBFCs, Nayar replied in the
affirmative and also added that
KKR is underleveraged at pre-
sent but will not take any deci-
sion in a hurry.

He refused to comment on
reports of the company being
in the race to buy Aadhar
Housing Finance.

Echoing the views of many
experts including the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), Nayar said
the present difficulties are ema-
nating from asset liability mis-
matches and will be resolved in
three to four months.

Nayar said the NBFC sec-
tor is critical to the economy
and the stronger entities will be
able to come out of the current
difficulties.
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RLF LIMITED
Regd.Office : 14Kms, Gurgaon Pataudi Road,Jhund Sarai Veeran, Distt.Gurugram, Haryana.

CIN : L74999HR1979PLC032747, Website:www.rlfltd.com, Email id: investorrelations@rlfltd.com, Phone:011-49075251

Statement of Unaudited Consolidated Financial Results for the Quarter and
Half Year Ended September 30, 2018

(Rs. In lacs, except per share data)

Sl. Particulars Quarter Ended Six Months Ended

No. (Refer Notes below) 30.09.2018 30.06.2018 30.09.2017 30.09.2018 30.09.2017
[Unaudited] [Unaudited] [Unaudited] [Unaudited] [Unaudited]

1 Total Income from Operations 0.17 10.01 19.03 10.18 28.23 

2 Net Profit/(Loss) for the period before (32.25) (26.46) (34.06) (58.71) (68.32)
tax and exceptional items 

3 Net Profit/(Loss) for the period before (32.25) (26.46) (34.06) (58.71) (68.32)
tax after exceptional items

4 Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax (32.25) (26.46) (34.06) (58.71) (68.32)

5 Total Comprehensive Income  —   —   —   —   —   

6 Net Profit/ (Loss) after Minority Interest (24.87) 9.94 (20.30) (14.93) (10.01)
and Share of Profit/ (Loss) of Associates

7 Paid-up equity share capital 980.08 980.08 980.08 980.08 980.08 

8 Earning Per Share of Rs.10/- each
(not annualised)

a) Basic (0.25) 0.10 (0.21) (0.15) (0.10)

b) Diluted (0.25) 0.10 (0.21) (0.15) (0.10)

Notes :
1  Summarised Standalone Unaudited Financial performance of the Company is as under:

Sl. Particulars Quarter Ended Six Months Ended

No. 30.09.2018 30.06.2018 30.09.2017 30.09.2018 30.09.2017
[Unaudited] [Unaudited] [Unaudited] [Unaudited] [Unaudited]

1 Total Income from Operations 0.17 10.01 19.03 10.18 28.23 

2 Profit/(Loss) before tax (32.25) (26.46) (34.06) (58.71) (68.32)

3 Profit/(Loss) after tax (32.25) (26.46) (34.06) (58.71) (68.32)

4 Total Comprehensive Income  — — — — —

2 The above is an extract of the detailed format of Unaudited Financial Results for the Quarter and half year
ended September 30, 2018 filed with the Stock Exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and
Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Unaudited Financial Results for
the Quarter and half year ended September 30, 2018 are available on the Bombay Stock Exchange
website www.bseindia.com and on Company’s website www.rlfltd.com.

For RLF Limited
Sd/-

Anil Kumar Khanna
Place : New Delhi Managing Director
Dated : November 13, 2018 DIN : 00207839
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Novak Djokovic sent out a warning
to his rivals at the ATP Finals on
Monday, brushing aside big-serv-

ing John Isner 6-4, 6-3 to launch his bid
for a record-equalling sixth ATP Finals
title in style.

World number one Djokovic, though,
was playing a different game, appearing
little troubled by the howitzers coming off
the giant Isner's racquet -- breaking his
opponent three times and not conceding
a single break point on his own serve.

In stark contrast to second seed
Roger Federer, who produced an error-
strewn performance in defeat to Kei
Nishikori on Sunday, Djokovic hit just six
unforced errors and won 86 percent of
points on his serve, making a mockery of
the apparent challenging nature of the
playing surface.

"The match was great, obviously," said
the 31-year-old. "I had three breaks of
serve of John which is sometimes mission
impossible but I managed to be at the right
place at the right time.

"I held serve well, I backed it up from
the baseline, I played very solid and did-
n't give him many opportunities."

Speaking about the court condi-
tions, he said: "It takes a little bit of time
really to get yourself adjusted to the sur-
face... It takes a lot of rotation, takes a lot
of spin. When you serve well, also it accel-
erates through the court."

With Cristiano Ronaldo watching on,
the top seed broke Isner in the fifth game
of the first set to establish a stranglehold
and never looked like allowing the
American eighth seed back into the con-
test, breaking twice more in the second
set to win in 73 minutes.

The Serb is a red-hot favourite to
draw level on six titles at the season finale
with Federer, who faces an uphill task to
reach the semi-finals after his loss in his
first round-robin match.

Djokovic, who replaced the injured
Rafael Nadal at the top of the rankings last
week, has stormed up the charts this year

following elbow surgery and
a period of indifferent form,
winning Wimbledon and
the US Open along the way.
Since the start of
Wimbledon he has now
won 32 out of 34 matches.
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Kevin Anderson handed

Japan's Kei Nishikori a humiliating
6-0, 6-1 thrashing at the ATP Finals
as the South African moved to the
brink of a semi-final berth on
Tuesday.

Anderson won the first 11
games and needed only 64 minutes
to demolish the woeful Nishikori in
a remarkably one-sided group stage
clash at London's O2 Arena.

Having also won his opening
match against Dominic Thiem in
his debut at the prestigious season-
ending event, Anderson is close to
becoming the first African to qual-
ify for the last four at the ATP Finals.

The 32-year-old's place will be
secure if Thiem beats Roger Federer,
or if Federer defeats Thiem in
three sets later on Tuesday.

It was a landmark moment for

Wimbledon finalist Anderson, who
has set a new career-high of 47 vic-
tories in a calender year.

He will rarely have had such an
easy outing as this one throughout
his memorable 2018.

Anderson won the Vienna final
at Nishikori's expense in October
before losing to the Japanese star in
the Paris Masters four days later.

But the close nature of those
matches was a distant memory as
Nishikori, who had beaten Federer
in straight sets on Sunday, put his
hopes of a semi-final spot in jeop-
ardy with this tame surrender.

Anderson's final group match
is against Federer on Thursday,
while Nishikori faces Thiem.

It has been a curious year for
Nishikori as the former US Open
finalist, troubled by a wrist injury,
started 2018 losing to the world
number 238 in a Challenger event
in January and crashed to 39th in
the ATP rankings in April after a
prolonged slump.

But the 28-year-old had
climbed back to ninth in the world
thanks to a strong second half of a
campaign, featuring a semi-final

appearance at the US Open.
His renaissance peaked when

he handed former ATP Finals
champion Federer his first straight
sets defeat in the group stage of the
tournament.

But Nishikori seemed to have
nothing left after that effort.

Anderson is back in London
just four months after losing his first
Wimbledon final against Novak
Djokovic.

And he didn't take long to seize
the initiative as he broke Nishikori
in the second game of the match.

Unloading some searing
ground-strokes, Anderson, aided by
14 unforced errors from Nishikori,
cemented his advantage with two
more breaks in the fourth and six
games.

It had taken Anderson just 31
minutes to complete his first set
masterclass and he didn't take his
foot off the gas.

With Nishikori remaining out
of sorts with another 10 unforced
errors in the second set, Anderson
powered ahead to make it 11 games
in a row.

Nishikori avoided a whitewash
when he won the 12th game to iron-
ic cheers from the crowd, but
Anderson quickly closed out the
win.

Earlier in doubles, Bryan and
Sock won their opening match
against Lukasz Kubot and Marcelo
Melo 6-3, 7-6 (7/5).

"It kind of hit me this week,
practising but I can't complain," said
Sock, when asked if it felt strange
to be back at the O2 playing dou-
bles rather than singles.

"It's so different being here
from last year, top eight in the world
in singles," he added.

"Obviously I was on a high after
Paris and it was an unreal finish to
the year... hopefully I can be back
here in singles next year.”
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India captain Virat Kohli and pre-
mier fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah

maintained their top positions respec-
tively in the latest ICC ODI rankings
published on Tuesday.

Kohli remained in pole position
with 899 poins while limited overs
vice-captain Rohit Sharma remained
second in the list.

Rohit's opening partner Shikhar
Dhawan is the third Indian in the top-
10 list at eighth position improving
from his ninth place in the previous
list. Former skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni is ranked 20th in the latest.

Similarly in the bowlers' list,
there are three Indians with Bumrah
on top with 841 points while Kuldeep
Yadav maintained his third place in
the list. Kuldeep's wrist spin twin
Yuzvendra Chahal leaped three places
to be fifth on the list.

Rashid Khan of Afghanistan with
353 points is the top-ranked ODI all-

rounder in world cricket currently.
In the overall team rankings,

India with 121 points, remained sec-
ond behind England (126 points). 
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Former Commonwealth Games
champion Parupalli Kashyap

made a solid start to his campaign,
defeating Chinese Taipei's Hsu Jen
Hao in the qualifying round of the
Hong Kong World Tour Super
500 tournament here on
Tuesday.

Kashyap, who has been
battling a series of injuries
in the last few years, defeat-
ed Hao 21-7, 12-21, 21-18 in
a match that lasted an hour and
three minutes.

The Indian will next face formi-
dable Indonesian Anthony Sinisuka
Ginting, seeded 7th, in the main
draw.

Mixed doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj  Rankireddy and
Ashwini Ponnappa also recovered
from a mid-game slump to outwit
Chinese Taipei's Wang Chi-Lin and
Lee Chia Hsin 21-16, 19-21, 21-14
in the opening round of the main
draw. The duo will next meet anoth-

er Taiwanese
combination
of Lee Yang
and Hsu Ya
Ching.

Kashyap, a former world No 6,
has been struggling to be in his best
shape ever since his knee injury
spoilt his Rio Olympic dream.

The Indian had made a good
start to the season, wining the
Austrian challenge but injuries came
back to haunt him.

"It has been tough few years for
me with injuries. This year I suffered
a stress fracture in my right leg fibu-
la bone after the Austrian Challenge
which took me two months to recov-
er. I missed almost four tournaments
in this period," he said.

He recovered to play the
Thailand Open but again hurt his
back, which took almost three
months to recover.

"I had entered Thailand Open,
Singapore Open and Russia tourna-
ments in May. I had a couple of good
matches in Thailand and the very
next week in Singapore had a jerk in

my back which turned out to be
an annular tear. As a result, I
had to concede my matches in
Singapore and Russia,"
Kashyap said.

"After another 8 weeks of
rest and rehab and another 3

weeks of training I finally could play
the European circuit events. I lost in
the quarterfinals of Dutch Open and
another quarterfinal finish at
SaarLorLux Open.

"These results although not sat-
isfying, I am just happy to be back
on the circuit and playing some tour-
naments. Now the aim is to stay fit
and get higher in ranking gradual-
ly."

Kashyap had also turned up as a
coach guiding Saina Nehwal at
Denmark and French Open. 
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East Bengal suffered a heartbreak in
their homecoming as Chennai City FC

secured a 2-1 victory to consolidate their
lead in the I-League here on Tuesday.

Chennai's Spanish recruit Sandro
Rodriquez Felipe (45+2nd) drew first blood
before Enrique Esqueda drew level seven
minutes after the changeover.

Chennai's other Spaniard Nestor
Gordillo scored the winner, converting from
the spot in the 87th minute to halt East
Bengal's two-match winning run.

Chennai now have 10 points from four
games, four points clear of East Bengal who
have a game in hand.

The visitors also were boosted by the
return of I-League leading-scorer Pedro

Manzi, who was down with a lower ham-
string injury.

Chennai made their intentions clear
from the beginning, making the game's first
foray in the fourth minute itself when Nestor
and Manzi combined to release Pravitto
Raju inside the box but Rakshit Dagar in the
East Bengal goal was up to the task.

Lalrindika Ralte, who had been booked
a while back, displayed irresponsible defend-
ing in inflicting another rough tackle on
Sandro, in injury time of the first half.

The resultant free-kick from just out-
side the box on the right was expertly slot-
ted in by Sandro, eluding a diving Rakshit.

East Bengal began the second half
with urgency and were immediately reward-
ed.  Jobby Justin put Surabuddin through
on the right and his cross from inside the

box beat the Chennai defence and goalkeep-
er Kabir, deflected off Johny Acosta and fell
to Mexican striker Enrique Esqueda who
slotted in calmly.

However, nothing worked for the home
team and it was Nestor's class which even-
tually paid off in the 87th minute.

He found Raju in the clear with anoth-
er great pass, who in turn, released Romario
Jesuraj inside the box with a brilliant ball
behind the East Bengal backline.

Dagar had no option but to charge out
and clip an evading Jesuraj's heels in an
attempt to clear but he only ended up bring-
ing him down.

Referee Crystal John had no hesitation
in pointing to the spot with Nestor convert-
ing calmly to finish what he had begun, to
send the Chennai camp into delirium. 
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The weight of expectations is enormous
on Mary Kom but grabbing a sixth Gold

medal at the World Championships won't be
easy for the celebrated pugilist, says Indian
boxing's High Performance Director
Santiago Nieva.

One of the most decorated boxers from
India, Mary Kom is a five-time world
champion and London Olympics Bronze
medallist. The Manipuri will spearhead
India's 10-member contingent in the World
Championships, beginning from Thursday.

"Everybody expects Mary Kom to win a
Gold medal but it won't be easy. She has
strong competition, she needs to perform as
nobody will give her the Gold free," Nieva
said ahead of the elite International Boxing
Association (AIBA) event which will be held
for the first time in India after 2006.

At the same time, the Swede added that
Mary Kom has it in her to deal with pres-
sure.

"Everybody knows her. She has some
pressure but she has done this before and we
are confident she can do it again," he said.

Nieva said his expectation includes a
Gold and anything less than that will be a
below-par result for the hosts.

"I expect at least three medals, includ-
ing a Gold. We will not be satisfied if we can't
achieve that. Everything more than 3 medals
will be a bonus and great result for us."

Besides Mary Kom, Nieva expects good
performances from some young Indian
boxers in the tournament.

"Lovelina (Borgohain, 69kg), Manisha
(54kg) looked pretty impressive in training
sessions but a competition bout is totally dif-
ferent. It is their first World Championship
and they are relatively inexperience but they
are good boxers," he said.

Delhi's deteriorating air pollution has
been hogging the limelight in the run-up to
the tournament and Olympic Bronze medal-
list boxer Mira Potkonen expressed concern
over the matter, especially hailing from a pol-
lution-free country like Finland.

"I came from a country which has the
cleanest air, so it (pollution) is a bit of an
issue. But I like the warm weather of Delhi.
I knew what to expect as I was here in last
January for the India Open Boxing,"
Finland's Potkonen said.

"Pollution is a problem but I will have
to adjust to that. I won't go for jogs and try
to concentrate on indoor training."

Potkonen won a Bronze medal in the
60kg lightweight category at the 2016 AIBA
Women's World Boxing Championships
and the 2016 Summer Olympics.
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Keeping in mind his recent workload, Rohit
Sharma was on Tuesday rested for India A's first

unofficial Test in New Zealand after being named
in the squad originally.

Rohit, who has made a comeback to the Test
side, will now leave for Australia with India's T20
squad on Friday.

"Rohit Sharma has been advised rest by the
BCCI Medical Team in consultation with the team
management and the All-India Senior Selection
Committee. The decision was taken keeping in
mind his recent workload," said the BCCI in a state-
ment.

The senior batsman has made the Test team on
the back of his stellar performances in limited overs
cricket.

He was picked for the four-day game alongside
senior players such as Ajinkya Rahane, Murali Vijay,
Hanuma Vihari, Parthiv Patel and young Prithvi
Shaw, who are all part of the India squad for the

four-Test series in Australia.
India A coach Rahul Dravid had pointed out

that playing in New Zealand ahead of the Australia
tour would provide valuable match time to the
senior players.

But unlike the other Australia-bound players
present in New Zealand, Rohit captained India in
the ODI and T20 series against the West Indies in
the absence of Virat Kohli, who too was rested
ahead of the important assignment Down Under.

The first of the three unofficial Test begins in
Mount Maunganui from Friday.

The selectors have not named Rohit's replace-
ment and the team will be picked from the 14-mem-
ber squad. With the seniors playing only the open-
ing game, a separate squad was named for the sec-
ond and third four-day matches.

Rohit will now have only one red-ball practice
game ahead of the first Test beginning December
6 at Adelaide. Before that, he will play the three-
match Twenty20 series, starting November 21 at
The Gabba.
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Left-arm spinner Taijul Islam claimed his third consec-
utive five-wicket haul on Tuesday to put Bangladesh in

command in the second Test against Zimbabwe despite a
defiant century by Brendon Taylor in Dhaka.

The home side bowled out Zimbabwe for 304 runs in
the first innings to take a 218-run lead after they had
declared their own innings for a mammoth 522-7 the pre-
vious afternoon.

Zimbabwe need only a draw to win their first Test series
in seven years, with the visitors having won the opening
match in Sylhet by 151 runs, their first Test win away in
almost two decades.

Taijul dismissed Regis Chakabva for 10 to complete his
haul and Zimbabwe's innings ended immediately, 19 short
of the follow-on mark as last man Tendai Chatara was
unable to bat due to injury.

Zimbabwe edged towards avoiding the follow-on once
Taylor hit 110 off 194 balls and Peter Moor added a career-
best 83 to rescue the side from a precarious 131-5 in the
final session.

Bangladesh had occasional medium pacer Ariful
Haque to thank for breaking Moor's 139-run sixth-wick-
et partnership with Taylor when he trapped the right-han-
der leg before in his first over.

Moor, who was dropped on 75 by substitute fielder
Nazmul Islam at cover off Mustfizur Rahman, hit 12 fours
and a six in his fifth Test 50, his second successive half-
century in the series.

Taylor brought up his hundred off Taijul but off-spin-
ner Mehedy Hasan soon ended his innings to put
Bangladesh back in control.

Taijul took a stunning catch at square leg to end the
fine innings off Taylor, who hit 10 fours in his fifth Test
century -- his first ever away from home. Bangladesh also
dominated the opening two sessions of the day after
Zimbabwe resumed play on 25-1.

Brian Chari led Zimbabwe's initial resistance, hitting
53 off 128 balls before he was snared by Mehidy on the
stroke of lunch.

Mominul Haque took the catch at short leg that was
confirmed by television replay after Bangladesh reviewed
the initial not out decision.

Taijul dismissed nightwatchman Donald Tiripano for
eight early in the morning but Chari provided some
counter-punch, hitting six fours and two sixes in his sec-
ond Test fifty. 
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England captain Joe Root had
words of sympathy for Sri
Lanka spinner Akila Dananjaya

who will go into the second Test on
Wednesday with his bowling action
under investigation by cricket's world
body.

Root was questioned about
Dananjaya as it was announced that
England would keep the same team
that hammered Sri Lanka in the first
Test with Ben Stokes playing as
number three batsman and Jonny
Bairstow kept out despite being fit
again.

Sri Lanka has insisted that the 25-
year-old off-spinner Dananjaya is
ready to play despite the International
Cricket Council reporting him for his
bowling in the first Test.

"It is an unfortunate thing he has
to deal with," said Root.

"Ultimately for us we played him
at Galle pretty well throughout the
last game.

"If you see anyone with a question
mark by their action, you hope they
get through and it doesn't hamper
their career. It is never nice to see."

Root said the suspect action had
not shocked him.

"It didn't really stand out to me
personally," he added.

"It doesn't matter what his action
is like, it's how we play him. It's how
it comes down to us playing the ball,
being skilful enough to react to the
delivery on the surface."

The match umpires reported
Dananjaya's action after the first

Test, which England won by 211 runs.
He took two wickets for 184 runs.

Under ICC rules Dananjaya must
undergo testing at an approved ICC
centre within two weeks and he is
expected to fly to Australia as soon
as the second Test ends.
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"There are no ICC rules saying he

cannot play," said Suranga Lakmal,
who will captain Sri Lanka in the
absence of injured Dinesh
Chandimal.

"He can still play and he's in a

good mentality, he will still play the
next match and correct his mistake."

England's unchanged team may
mean Root and coach Trevor Bayliss
want Ben Stokes to establish himself
as a regular number three — a trou-
blesome position for England.

Stokes, who batted number five
in the first Test, had been in compe-
tition with Jos Buttler for a boost up
the order. Moeen Ali has fallen out
of contention after scoring just three
runs in two innings in the first Test.

Stokes has played 64 of his 85 Test
knocks at number six. The England
coaching staff believe however that
his technique is suited to a higher
position.

Bairstow, England's first-choice
wicketkeeper-batsman for the past

three years, was believed to have
recovered from ankle ligament dam-
age suffered in the one-day series. But
Ben Foakes' stunning debut as stand-
in made a change difficult.

Speaking before the line-up was
announced, Root highlighted the
need for the team to remain flexible.

"I think you have to adjust, to be
as adaptable as possible," said Root.

"You obviously want some sort of
consistency in your top order but in
tours in this part of the world, on sur-
faces where conditions are so extreme
at times, there will be times you
might want to change things round,"
he said.

"I want us to take the positive
option if we're unsure at any stage. I
want us to continue keep taking the

game to the opposition." 
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Jos Buttler is at the centre of a selec-

tion dilemma that England must solve
for the second Test.

England are searching for a regular
number three batsman and Buttler is
again one of the candidate.

Number three has become a long
term gap in England's arsenal even
though Buttler insisted that the team
have "great options".

Moeen Ali looked far from con-
vincing in the first Test — scoring zero
and three — while his eight wickets
should guarantee his place in the team.

Buttler said he was ready — "if
required".

"In this part of the world it doesn't
matter too much where you bat," he said.

"Potentially, it could be the best time
to bat as well. There are some great
options for the side. That's what really
exciting for the coach and the captain,
trying to fit 11 players into the side," he
added.

England's batsmen generally gained
the upper hand against Sri Lanka's spin-
ners in the first Test, managing 342 in
the first innings after tottering at 103-
5.

They finally won the game inside
four days and Buttler believes the win
has given them confidence for the rest
of the series.

"From talking as a group about how
we were going to play, it was pleasing to
go out and deliver it, and it got us in,"
said Buttler.

"I think it's a good sign for the lads
that we're excited by the challenge, and
happy to take it on, and not be afraid to
do things differently if we have to.

He added,"But we know we've
played one good game of cricket. There
are still two left in the series, and Sri
Lanka are a very good team in their own
conditions, and they're going to come
back hard. So we look forward to a
tough Test match."
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