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The Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA)

has approved the proposal of
Delhi Metro to involve private
operators to run its train in the
proposed metro phase IV cor-
ridors. Under the plan, the
tracks will be set up by Delhi
Metro while coaches will be
obtained from a private player,
which will be selected through
a bidding process. 

Also, Delhi Metro will pay
the private firm to run its
trains. In order to operate
other essential services across
all the metro stations, such as
elevators, escalators and AFC
(automated fare collection)
gates, the DMRC has also pro-

posed the involvement of pri-
vate players. Besides, the Board
of Directors of Metro also
approved the proposal to pro-
cure 300 coaches for metro on
lease. 

Secretary (MoHUA) Durga
Shankar Mishra told The
Pioneer that Board of Directors
of Delhi Metro has approved
the proposal to involve private
entities to run metro rail in the
phase IV. This is the first time
that Delhi Metro wants to
involve private operators to
run metro rail. A rift between
the Central Government and
the Delhi Government over
funding pattern is the cause of
the delays in implementation of
metro phase IV corridors.
Despite the Centre’s approval,

the Delhi Government has not
given approval of Metro phase
IV corridors.

According to Mishra, the
proposal was put up by Delhi
Metro at the Board of Directors
meeting last month. Delhi
Metro requested the Delhi
Government and the Union
Urban Development Ministry
for approval to engage private
players in at least three to six
suggested corridors. 

“Delhi Metro also recom-
mended a Public-private part-
nership (PPP) model without
any further details about its
functioning,” Mishra said.
Under the plan, Delhi Metro
will give guarantee to private
operator on ridership and oper-
ator may run train on the basis
of per kilometer expenses.

The total cost of metro
phase IV was estimated
�55,208 crore in 2016. Three
corridor of phase IV has
approved by the Centre and it

is pending with the Delhi
Government.

Sources in the MoHUA
said Delhi Metro is seeking
approval for two of its phases.

The first one will comprise the
section between Mukundpur-
Maujpur, Tughlakabad-
Terminal 1 section and
Janakpuri (west)-RK Ashram

section, while the second one
will comprise the section
between Rithala-Narela,
Inderlok-Indraprastha section
and Lajpat Nagar-Saket G-

Block section. The latest
Detailed Project Reports of six
corridors of Metro phase IV
states that the 104-km Metro
Phase-IV network is expected
to be completed by December
31, 2024. The proposed lines
are: Mukundpur-Maujpur
(12.54 km), Rithala-Narela
(21.73 km), Tughlakabad-
Aerocity (20.20 km), Inderlok-
Indraprastha (12.58 km), Lajpat
Nagar-Saket G-block (7.96 km)
and Janakpuri (west)-RK
Ashram (28.92 km).

The 104-kilometre net-
work proposed in phase IV is
expected to add 1.5 million
passengers to the Metro daily.
It will benefit residents of
South Delhi, giving them the
option of taking the Metro to
the airport and other neigh-
bourhoods. The project has
been pending approval for
nearly three years, with the files
seemingly stuck with the Delhi
Government. Work was to

begin in 2016 and be complet-
ed by 2021.

On the procuring of coach-
es on lease, officials said the
lease proposal is under a new
public-private-partnership
(PPP) model, which is being
tested for the first time in the
Railways sector in India. 

The advantage of the lease
model is that the Delhi Metro
will neither be required to
make an upfront capital invest-
ment, nor will it incur any
maintenance costs over the
entire 30-year-long life cycle of
the coaches. Instead, it will pay
the concessionaire for the trains
leased on an hourly basis. Such
models to finance and procure
coaches exist in Australia, the
UK and across Europe. 

Mishra also stated that if
underground station is built on
Hazrat Nizammuddin railway
station for Rapid Rail Transit
System, it will an additional
cost of �4,500 crore. 
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With India’s first indige-
nously developed nuclear

submarine INS Arihant suc-
cessfully completing its first
deterrence patrol, the country
has joined the elite club of
nations which possess a mini-
mum deterrent ‘nuclear triad’
— the ability to fire nuclear-
tipped missiles from land, air
and sea. The Army’s Agni bal-
listic missiles and the Air
Force’s fighter jets are already
capable of carrying nuclear
warheads. And now INS
Arihant provides the Navy
with the maritime nuclear
strike capability. 

Announcing this here on
Monday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi told the crew
of Arihant the development is
a “warning to the enemies of
the country and peace”  that
they should not resort to any
adventurism against India.

Without naming Pakistan,
Modi said  India is a peace-lov-
ing country and did  not insti-

gate anyone, but  it did  not
spare those who needle it.
“Our nuclear arsenal is not a
part of an aggressive policy, but
it is an important means for
peace and stability,” he said.

India’s nuclear triad will be

an important pillar of global
peace and stability and INS
Arihant will be the “harbinger
of fearlessness” for the country,
he said.

The development assumes
significance as India has two

nuclear-weapons States as its
nighbours. China became a
nuclear-weapons State way
back in the 1970s. 

The Indian Ocean Region,
crucial for India’s strategic
interests, has also been wit-
nessing an increasing presence
of Chinese ships and sub-
marines.

The PM noted that the
achievement has put India
among a handful of countries
having the capability to design,
construct and operate Strategic
Strike Nuclear Submarine
(SSBN). 

The development is a
major achievement for the
country, he said, adding that
INS Arihant will help in pro-
tecting the country from exter-
nal threats and contribute to
the atmosphere of peace in the
region. “In an era such as this,
a credible nuclear deterrence is
the need of the hour. The suc-
cess of INS Arihant gives a fit-
ting response to those who
indulge in nuclear blackmail,”
he tweeted.
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The doors to Ayyappa tem-
ple here opened on

Monday for the second time in
three weeks for a two-day spe-
cial puja amid unprecedented
security over apprehension of
protests by those opposing the
Supreme Court order allowing
women of all age groups into
the shrine.

Though no girl or woman
in the age group of 10-50 years
was spotted at the temple, the
abode of Lord Ayyappa, its
eternally celibate deity, police
said a 30-year-old woman has

reached the base camp at
Pamba and sought protection
to offer prayers at the hill
shrine.

The woman, Anju, identi-
fied herself as a native of
Cherthala in Alappuzha dis-
trict.

“She is at the police con-
trol room here now. She says
she wants to trek to the hill
shrine. No decision has been
taken so far on whether to
take her to the temple or not
today,” a police official told
PTI.

'���� &�!+� �46#5

Four gangmen working on a
railway line were run over

and killed by a train between
Sandila and Umartali stations
in Hardoi district of Uttar
Pradesh on Monday. The gang-
men were working on the
tracks between the two sta-
tions, about 60 km from
Lucknow, when the Kolkata-
Amritsar Akal Takth Express
ran over them at around 12
pm, a railway spokesperson
said.

A probe has been ordered,
Northern Railway spokesper-
son Deepak Kumar said in
Delhi.

��"���������
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The State Secretariat in sec-
tor-10 of Gujarat’s Capital

city Gandhinagar witnessed a
high drama on Monday after a
leopard entered its premises. 

People heaved a sigh of
relief only after the leopard was
caged at around 3 pm. Around
300 officials of the State forest
department had to struggle
for 12 hours to catch the big cat.  

Sources in the State
Secretariat said a CCTV
footage showed that the leop-
ard sneaked in through the gap
below Gate no 7 of the
Secretariat complex. 
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Delhi’s air quality deterio-
rated ‘severely’ as on

Monday as the National
Ambient Air Quality Index
(NAAQI) plunged values  of
Suspended Particulate Matters
(SPMs) twenty times higher
than prescribed standards. A
thick haze engulfed the nation-
al Capital two days ahead of
Diwali, following which,
experts have warned, the air
quality is likely to worsen fur-
ther due to local factors. 

Not surprisingly wind
speed played pivotal role and
as per Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD), on
Monday, the wind speed was
recorded at 15 km per hour
against 30 km per hour record-

ed on Sunday. 
According to the Central

Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), air quality in twenty
areas of the city was recorded
as ‘severe’, however, the over-
all Air Quality recorded by
SAFAR was 417 and 227 in
micro cubic per gram, and the
average value was 375. 

Benzene (the volatile
organic compound), the most
carcinogenic pollutant in Delhi
was also three times higher
than the prescribed standards.
Meanwhile,  Delhi
Environment Minister Imran
Hussian has asked all the civic
agencies, including Municipal
Corporations, New Delhi
Municipal Council, Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA), Public Work

Department (PWD) to be on
full alert as the air quality may
dip further. Hussian directed

civic agencies to ensure that the
vehicles carrying garbage/
malba to the landfill sites are

properly covered.
The vehicles must carry

valid pollution under control
certificates and that no vehicles
are used which are more than
10 years old for transporting
the garbage/ malba to the
landfill sites.  

The Environment Minister
also directed the intensification
of water sprinkling on the
roads in the coming days.
Citing reasons of stubble burn-
ing in neighbouring States and
adverse meteorological condi-
tions, Hussian directed con-
cerned agencies to be on full
alert and take all possible
efforts for the control of air
pollution given the spurt in
stubble burning in neighbour-
ing states and adverse metro-
logical conditions.
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In order to extend respect and
recognition in the lines of

Manki Mundas and Gram
Pradhans to other traditional
village headmen delivering cer-
tain social responsibilities over
long period of time as well, the
Government has decided to
pay them fixed remuneration
every month.

Now nearly 33,000 such
traditional heads operative in
different parts of Jharkhand
would be benefited by the
decision taken by the Cabinet
on Monday. Informing about
the decision Revenue and Land
Reforms Secretary KK Soan
said that the scheme would
include, 86 Manki Mundas,
6986 Gram Pradhans, and 1482
Dakuas, several others.

“The remuneration of
Manki Munda, Gram Pradhan,
and Dakua has been doubled
from existing �500, �1,000 and
�1,500, respectively. Along with
those, new categories of soci-
ety’s respected heads such as
1206 Mundas, 194 Parganayas,
1824 Praniks, 2172 Zobmajhis,
1740 Kudam-Naikis, 2188
Naikis, 2505 Gorains, 377 Mool
Raiyats, 16 Pahada Rajas, 22
Dhatwals and 47 Tabedars have
also been included into the list
of beneficiaries. Apart from the
three earlier headmen num-
bering 8800, the rest around
26,000 newly identified ones
would be paid �1000 per
month,” said the Principal
Secretary. The step would cost
the exchequer about �42.43
crore every year.

Also, remuneration for
anaganwadi sevikas, sahaikas
and laghu sevikas has been
raised by �1,500, �750 and
�1,250 per month along with
the provision of performance
linked incentives. “�500 to
�250 can be paid to them
based on their performance in
ananwadis. Provision of �33.82
crore has been made for this
besides �100.70 crore to meet
the cost expected to be
incurred due to the hike given.
The expenses would be shared
on 60:40 basis between the
Center and the State,” said
Women and Child
Development Secretary
Amitabh Kaushal.

At the same time provision
of �191.83 crore for the cen-
trally sponsored scheme ICDS
under nutrition mission has
been made out of which �58.36
crore has been released for the
year 2018-19 for improving
software based monitoring sys-
tem.

In another important deci-
sion the Cabinet sanctioned
�3,57,28,000 for setting up
sculptures at Birsa Munda
Museum coming up at Birsa
Munda jail complex in Ranchi.
Statues of the ‘Dharti Aba’ and
10 other sons of the soil would
be setup at the iconic place
where the ‘Ulgulan’ leader was
lodged before being hanged by
the British.

“Statue of Birsa Munda
would be 25 feet tall. Work to

design and install the statues of
the revolutionaries has been
given on nomination basis to
Ramsutar Art Creations Pvt
Limited. Names of the ten
other revolutionaries would be
finalised and suggested to the
Government by the Tribal
Research Institute,” said Urban
Development Secretary Ajoy
Kumar Singh.

The Cabinet also approved
a proposal of Welfare
Department to provide Rs one
lakh as stipend to those UPSC
Civil Services aspirants from
the State who have qualified the
preliminary test. 

“This would b one time
stipend to prepare for the
Mains and interview. Certain
conditions like the applicant
should have done his or her
intermediate and graduation
from the State and having fam-
ily income not above �2.5 lakh
per annum are there. This can
be availed only once,” said
Welfare Secretary Himani
Pandey.
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Implementing the Supreme
Court’s order on the sale of

firecrackers, Bokaro police have
seized huge quantity fire-
crackers from two shops and
one warehouse illegally kept on
the residential area premises
under Chas police station.

According to police, huge
quantity of firecrackers (in
two trucks), worth several
lakhs rupees, was seized under
Chas police station. Bahaman
Tuti, DSP, Chas said, 

“We received specific

information about firecrackers
being stocked illegally in a
warehouse in the residential

area at Chas Sadar Bazar area. 
A team led by SDO Chas

Satish Chandra, and CO Chas

Vandana Sejwalkar conducted
raids; during checking, at
shops and at the warehouse
(without license) it was found
stocked with two trucks of fire-
crackers.”

The owner, Mahendra
Baranawal, who was found to
be storing and selling the fire-
crackers was taken into cus-
tody, he said.

A case has been registered
at Chas police station for neli-
gent conduct with respect to
explosive substance and sec-
tions of the Explosive Act and
a probe has been initiated to

trace the source of the seized
firecrackers, explosive items,
police said.

At least 48 shops have
been granted a temporary
license for selling the fire-
crackers during this Diwali in
Bokaro after the spot verifica-
tion by the fire department
officials.  

Ahead of Diwali, SDO
Chas clamped restrictions on
the setting up of firecracker
shops near residential areas
and along main roads in the
twin cities to ensure safety and
prevent accidents earlier.
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The Vigilance Awareness
Week (29 Oct-3 Nov) con-

cluded with prize distribution
ceremony, in which employees,
students and others were
awarded with Vigilance
Excellence Award for their out-
standing contribution here at
CCL’s Vichar Manch,
Darbhanga House, Ranchi. 

Various programmes like
rally, painting competitions at
various schools etc., were orga-
nized at CCL Headquarters as
well Areas during the Vigilance
Awareness Week.

On this occasion CCL
CMD Gopal Singh; Chief
Vigilance Officer AK
Srivastava; Director (Finance)

DK Ghosh; Director
(Personnel) RS Mohapatro;
Director (Tech/Oprs) AK

Mishra; Director (Planning /
Project) VK Srivastava, Area
General Manager as well

General Mangers/HODs from
headquarters were present. 

Large numbers of employ-
ees including women were pre-
sent during the function.

While addressing a gath-
ering, the CMD said that
CCL's original mantra has
been transparency, discipline
and ethics while performing
the works. 

He further said that the
rules and regulations of the
company must be adhered
while performing works. 

Talking about the man-
power, he said that “Team
Leader” has a very important
role to play in each department
for growth of the company.

AK Srivastava  said that all
the persons involved directly

and indirectly during vigilance
awareness week to achieve goal
of corruption free India will
lead to make New India in
coming years.

In addition to CVO, D.K.
Ghosh, AK Mishra,  R.S.
Mohapatro and  V.K. Srivastava
addressed the gathering and
pointed out that stakeholder
were also given message of
CVO, which is the objective of
the observing Vigilance
Awareness Week.

On the occasion, a
Souvenir “Jagriti”  was released
by CMD, CVO and Directors.

General Manager
(Vigilance) S. K. Singh  pro-
posed vote of thanks while pro-
gramme was compered by  Sr.
Manager VK Trivedi.
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Jharkhand State Bar Council
has requested the

Government to frame the
Advocates Protection Act
adding lawyers were at risk of
being attacked by aggrieved lit-
igants. The Bar Council mem-
bers raised the demand in a
meeting with Jharkhand Chief
Minister Raghubar Das.

Advocate General and
president of the Bar Council
Ajit Kumar and general secre-
tary of Ranchi District Bar
Council Sanjay Vidrohi men-
tioned before the CM that
nature of their works is  such
that they have to regularly deal
with the law enforcement agen-
cies as well as the unlawful ele-
ments.

They representatives stated
that on several occasions some
of the litigants get unjustly
aggrieved and seek to avenge by
way of unlawful measures.
They said that under the cir-
cumstances the government
should frame a law which pro-
vides protection from unjust-
ly vengeful attitude of such peo-
ple.

While pointing out that
monetary position of several
advocates in state was not
good, the office bearers opined

that medical insurance cover-
age must be provided to the
lawyers of the state under the
Auyshman scheme.

They also asked the gov-
ernment to waive off the cost
of land provided for the
Lawyer’s Academy in Doranda.
It may be stated here the coun-
cil possesses approximately 44
decimal of land at North Para,
Doranda where it seeks to
establish the academy for con-
tinuing legal education of
lawyers. However the formal
transfer of land from the gov-
ernment to the council is yet to
take place.

The members also stated
that the applicable cost of the
land be waived as the objective
of the said academy shall be
towards such works which pro-
mote the objective of the state.

They also sought support
of the state government for its
legal awareness and legal aid
assistance programme.

Speaking to media per-
sons on the meeting Ajit
Kumar said, “Several welfare
schemes for the lawyers includ-
ing the Advocates Protection
Act and the Ayushman Bharat
scheme were taken up during
the brief meeting with the CM.
The CM has responded posi-
tively to the demands”.
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JVM supremo Babulal Marandi
has charged Chief Minister

Raghubar Das for being a silent
spectator to the massive cor-
ruption going inside various
Departments directly under him.

The former Chief Minister
of the State while referring to a
recent matter came into light
about exorbitant hike done into
estimated cost of the Jharkhand
High Court building coming up
at Dhurwa, alleged that Das
was privy to all the irregularities
continuing.

“Tender for the building
was done based on the DPR and
the administrative approval for
Rs 366 crore was given.
Surprisingly, the tender was
finalised for less than Rs 100
crore than the approved estimate.
Real game behind it soon came
to fore when cost of the building
has reported to reach up to Rs
697 crore. All these has come out
in open by the probe report of
Development Commissioner
DK Tiwari and other officials but
instead of acting against the
Building Construction
Department Secretary the

Government is setting up yet
another committee of engineers
who themselves have done all
this,” said the JVM chief.

Marandi who went on stat-
ing about the mala-fide intention
on the part of the CM asked why
he was keeping so many
Departments under his folder. 

“The scam and several oth-
ers like this in different
Departments are taking place
right under his nose. He is a
party of the loot reached over Rs

5000 crore now. Still he says that
there is no stain on the
Government during its four
years of stay,” said the leader
addressing a press conference on
Monday.

The JVM supremo charging
the Government to oragnise
loot in the State in a planned
manner said that the party would
not let this to happen and take
the matter before the people of
Jharkhand. “Had the CM been
honest he would have acted

against the Secretary. The
Government and the BJP are
organising institutional loot of
the State and we will not allow
them to do so. 

The party demands that the
matter be probed by either a
retired HC judge or the CBI or
any other agency of outside the
State under the supervision of the
High Court else we are ready to
take the political battle to the
court of the people,” said
Marandi.
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State Congress chief Ajoy
Kumar alleged the

Government for its involvement
into �1,365 crore mining scam
and held Chief Minister
Raghubar Das and concerned
Department’s head directly
responsible for that.

“Against the penalty levied
against Shah Brother’ in the

tune of Rs 1365 crore for vio-
lating norms set for environ-
mental and other statuary clear-
ances, the then DMO of
Chaibasa brought it down to Rs
252 crore overstepping his juris-
diction and also extended the
lease.  There was done in con-
nivance of all the parties and the
Government which is a partner
in this organised loot. The AG
office went on misleading the

judiciary,” charged the PCC
chief.

He added that the party
would soon move to the Anti-
corruption Bureau (ACB) and
file a PIL before the High
Court to take contingence of
the matter. PCC spokesperson
Lal Kishore Nath Shahdeo,
Alok Dubey and Rajesh
Thakur were present on the
occasion.
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The Jharkhand High Court on
Monday directed the State

Government to constitute
firearms bureau and also prepare
a plan for the destruction of
seized weapons within four
weeks.

The bench of Justice KP Deo
issued the order during hearing
in a case (Md Isteyaque v/s

State of Jharkhand).
The case is related to a per-

son who was caught with a
weapon in Ranchi district in
1986. Police used firearms
allegedly found in his possession
to implicate him.  The petition-
er had appealed to the High
Court after he was convicted by
the lower court in this regard.

Advocate General Ajit
Kumar informed that the court

asked the State government to
form the bureau within four
months. He added that next
hearing in the case would be on
December 3.

He added that Home
Secretary SKG Rahate and the
DGP DK Pandey have been
instructed to inform the court
about measures taken by the state
government in this regard dur-
ing the next hearing.

The Home Secretary and the
DGP could not be present in the
hearing on Monday. They had
applied before the court men-
tioning they were engaged in
video conferencing with Election
Commission of India.  The court
accepted their request.

It may be stated here that fire
arms seized by police during
anti-crime operations are stored
as an exhibit by the police. 
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Keeping in view Diwali rush,
the traffic wing of East

Singhbhum police has issued
traffic restrictions to be fol-
lowed for the three days. Traffic
DSP Shivendra Kumar issued a
directive imposing restriction
on movement of heavy vehicles
including trucks, trailers and
dumpers  from 3 pm to 11 pm
tomorrow. Buses are kept out of
the purview of the restriction.

"There will heavy rush dur-
ing Diwali shopping. We have
therefore imposed restriction
on movement of heavy vehicles
which is an attempt to prevent
any untoward incident," said
Kumar.

The same restriction on
movement of heavy vehicles
excluding buses would remain
tomorrow on November 6 (Kali
Puja) while on the day of Diwali
on November 7 ban on move-
ment of heavy vehicles would be
imposed for 24 hours from 6 am
of November 7 to 6 am of
November 8. Long distance
buses would be however allowed
to ply.

The traffic department
would deploy constables at
important intersections in
Sakchi, Bistupur and Mango to
ensure smooth movement of
smaller vehicles like cars, auto-
rickshaws and two-wheelers.
Deployment of constables  would
also be made near the Sakchi
roundabout which witnesses a
huge traffic during the three day
festivity. The traffic DSP said that
they are initiating  steps for stop-
ping illegal parking as well a pre-
Diwal drive has been launched
against traffic violators not using
helmets and seat belts.
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State BJP Spokesperson
Pratul Shahdeo today said

that JPCC chief Dr Ajoy
Kumar either doesn’t know
facts or he believes in saying
baseless things just like
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi. If Congress doesn’t
have any issue it should be
alert while giving statements
on judicial matters, he said.

Shahdeo said that several
cases of Shah Brothers mining
lease were pending across the
country. At first the Supreme
Court, in the case of Goa
Foundation, decided that after
first renewal of lease in the
matters of subsequent
renewals, auto expansion will
not be effective as per the pro-
visions of Mineral Consession
Rules. 

Hence not only in Shah
Brothers, but in other cases too

penalty was demanded as per
the Goa Foundation decision.

In case of Shah Brothers,
the imposed penalty was of Rs
1,150 crores. The penalty was
challenged in the Mining
Tribunal by Shah Brothers
and other lessees. Even as the
matter was pending with the
Tribunal, an amendment was
made in the Central MMRD
Act and it was provisioned that
mining lease issues, which are
pending with the state gov-
ernment and have not been
cancelled be considered to
have been automatically
extended for next 50 years, but
the lessees will have to follow
all lease rules. The penalty of
Rs 1,150 crore was brought
down to Rs 250 crore in pur-
suance of the direction of the
Supreme Court and the
Mining Tribunal, Shahdeo
said. 

The BJP spokesperson

refuted Dr Kumar’s allegation
saying there was no con-
nivance or motive to help
anyone, but the change was
effected as per Law. He asked
Dr Kumar not to issue baseless
allegations and then vanish
from Jharkhand.

Meanwhile, retorting to
JVM chief Babulal Marandi’s
allegations against the
Government of Rs 500 crore
scam, Shahdeo said that the
JVM leader has a long histo-
ry of making false allegations.
He said that when there was
Arjun Munda led government
in the State, Marandi had lev-
elled serious corruption
charges against the govern-
ment, which was never proved.
He said that few months back
Marandi had levelled horse
trading charges against BJP
and also released a letter,
which could not be proved
either.
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Delhi Public School, Ranchi
organised its Annual

Function cum Felicitation
C e r e m o n y ‘A A K R I T I -
Modelling of the Young Minds’
on Monday at Vivekanand
Auditorium for classes I and II
with great enthusiasm. The
student performers thrilled the
audience with their exuberant
energy.

The programme com-
menced with the rendition of
welcome song followed by the
bouquet presentation and light-
ing of the ceremonial lamp by
the dignitaries and the
Principal. A number of cultur-
al programme commenced
with ‘Krishnalogue’ presented
by the students of Class I. The
passengers on board got to see
the glimpses of Lord Krishna in
every child. Different incarna-
tions of Lord Krishna were
depicted through different eras.
The programme also central-
ized on the disastrous effect of
pollution and was portrayed
beautifully on the stage.
Children also took the pledge
to keep the environment clean
and green.

A total of 71 meritorious
students were felicitated for
their outstanding academic
performance with scholar
badges who secured 91 percent
and above marks in all subjects

for the Session 2017-18.
The flight further took a

stop at the wonderful world  of
books ‘Booksmagica’ where
the happy feet of the Class II
danced to emphasize on the
importance of reading good
books. The programme high-
lighted that in the era of
Google, Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram, the importance of
reading books remains incom-
parable. The books play the key
role to mould the personality of
an individual.

The cultural bonanza con-
cluded with a Grand Finale by
the tiny tots of Primary Wing.

Principal Dr. Ram Singh
welcomed the guests and
asserted that the role of edu-
cational institution has become
increasingly challenging. He
urged parents to encourage
and praise their children for
their good work and achieve-
ments as appreciation gives
them indomitable strength to
face the world.

The Chief Guest, Anish
Gupta (SSP, Ranchi) appreci-
ated the young talents and
congratulated the little bundles
of joy for their remarkable
performance on the stage.
Greatly impressed by the grace-
ful performances of the tiny
tots, he also expressed his feel-
ings that how the DPS Airways
flew to take its passengers to
the reminiscence of childhood
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District Transport Officer
Sanjay Pandey seized 19

overloaded trucks from the
different police stations here on
Monday. Acting on a tip-off, a
team comprising DTO and
district police raided at sever-
al places and seized sand-laden

trucks on the National Highway
75 under the jurisdiction of
Meral, Ramana, Nagar Untari
police stations early in the morn-
ing.

The vehicles were carrying
sand from the sand ghats above
the permissible limit. FIRs were
lodged against the owners and

drivers of the seized vehicles
bearing the registration number
of Uttar Pradesh.

Ranka sub-divisional officer
(SDO) said a hefty fine would be
imposed on the seized vehicles.

On May 28, 68 trucks car-
rying sand were seized by the
police. 
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During the festival of lights
all Government and pri-

vate hospitals in the city have
been put on alert to deal with

any exigency that may arise
during the occasion. Bokaro
Deputy Commissioner MK
Barnawal issued a directive to all
hospitals and nursing homes
across the district.

Emergency services have
been put on high alert on
November 7 and all doctors
will perform sitting duty includ-
ing the eye department,
informed an official.
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Amid major crisis sparked
off by the demand for the

ouster of Mizoram chief elec-
toral officer (CEO) SB
Shashank after the Election
commission removed a
Principal Secretary (Home)
Lalnunmawia Chuaungo,
Chief Minister Lal Thanhawla
wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi seeking the
immediate removal of the
CEO.

On the other hand,
Shashank made it clear that he
had "no intention to hurt the
sentiments" of the State's civil
societies and apologised for
rankling them in any way.
"The civil society has to under-
stand my position as an officer
and what I am supposed to do
so," he said.

"Shashank's removal is the
only solution for smooth con-
duct of the November 28

Assembly elections", the Chief
Minister said in the letter. The
people of Mizoram have lost
faith in Shashank, who, accord-
ing to a section of media, had
complained to the Election
Commission (EC) that princi-
pal secretary (home)
Lalnunmawia Chuaungo was
interfering in the poll process,
the Chief Minister wrote. 

Shashank alleged that the
principal secretary and
Mizoram Chief Secretary
Arvind Ray did not issue any
clarification on the September

13 order, despite EC's instruc-
tions. 

Chuaungo, a 1987-batch
Gujarat-cadre IAS officer, has
been relieved of his responsi-
bilities in the state.  The EC has
instructed him to report before
the Ministry of Home Affairs
in Delhi.

The CEO said he was just
fulfilling his responsibilities
in accordance with the instruc-
tions of the EC. "As the state
chief electoral officer, it is my
responsibility that I fulfil the
mandate of the EC. I can only

hope that the civil societies will
understand my position. I am
sorry if I have hurt anybody,"
he said.

On his fallout with
Chuaungo, the CEO said that
he had issued a statement to
the District Election Officers
(DEO) and Electoral
Registration Officers (ERO) on
September 11 to notify that
"identification slips could be
used as valid documents by eli-
gible Bru migrants in Tripura".

Chuaungo, however,
issued another order on
September 13, asking the Bru
refugees to not use the identi-
fication slips, except for the
purpose of repatriation, he
said. Shashank alleged that
the principal secretary and
Mizoram Chief Secretary
Arvind Ray did not issue any
clarification on the September
13 order, despite EC's instruc-
tions.

Earlier, the civil society

organisations had opposed the
Election Commission's deci-
sion to conduct electoral revi-
sion of Bru voters in Tripura's
relief camps. They also urged
the EC to defranchise all Bru
voters who chose to stay back
in Tripura and did not return
to Mizoram. The EC in its
Friday's order had said, "... The
Election Commission is satis-
fied that the continuance of
Mr. Lalnunmawia Chuaungo
as Principal Secretary (Home),
in State Government of
Mizoram will have adverse
impact on conduct of smooth,
free and fair election process in
Mizoram". 

The order mentioned six
incidents, mainly related to
the arrangements to enable
Bru refugees staying in camps
in Tripura, take part in the vot-
ing process. Thousands of Bru
community people had fled
Mizoram in the late 1990s fol-
lowing ethnic clash.
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After taking on the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in

the Rafale fighter jet deal,
Congress on the Monday
accused the NDA regime of
"looting farmers" in the name
of its much-touted crop insur-
ance scheme, the
"Pradhanmantri Bima Fasal
Yojana". The party which is
now facing the BJP in three
States Assembly elections also
alleged that the Modi
Government did not fulfil the
promises it made five years ago
and said it had achieved "noth-
ing".

Taking cognisance of arti-
cle by farm activist P Sainath
who has asserted that the crop
insurance scheme was a "bigger
scam than even the Rafale
scam", Rahul Gandhi accused
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of promoting crony capitalism.
Sainath has said the
Government's policies are anti-
farmer and Pradhanmantri
Bima Fasal Yojana is a bigger
racket than even the Rafale
scam. 

"After looting the Air Force
in Rafale, now the farmers are
being looted in the name of
crop insurance. The motive is
one: fill thousands of crores of
rupees in the accounts of suit-
boot friends," Rahul said via
social media. The Congress
President has been attacking
Modi and his Government for
corruption in the Rafale jets
deal.  

Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram alleged that the
BJP-led Government began its
term with promises of devel-
opment, jobs and depositing
money into people's bank
accounts, but now it is promis-
ing grand temples, statues and
doles.

Chidambaram's remarks

alluded to the recent inaugu-
ration of a giant statue of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel by
Modi and the BJP's promise to
build a grand Ram temple at
Ayodhya, the birthplace of
Lord Ram. 

"At the beginning of five
years, the promise is for devel-
opment, jobs and money in
every citizen's bank account.
Nothing achieved, at the end of
five years, the new promise is
for grand temples, giant statues
and doles," said the former
Finance Minister. 

With Lok Sabha elections
fast approaching,
Chidambaram has been tar-
geting the Modi Government
over its alleged failure to fulfil
the pre-poll promises made by
his party. 

BJP on its part accused
Chidambaram of "mocking"
the "Ram temple initiative"
and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's
statue, saying the former Union
Minister's comments were
"highly irresponsible and very
provocative".

Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said it was a case of
"classic hypocrisy" that while
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi visits temples and por-
trays himself as a 'Shiv Bhakt',
a senior leader of his party was
making such comments. 

Prasad said Chidambaram
is obviously mocking the Ram
temple initiative and the Patel's
Statue of Liberty, the tallest in
the world.

New Delhi: In the New Year,
the State of Andhra Pradesh will
have a separate High Court as
the Supreme Court has given
the green signal for issuing the
notification to this effect.

It will be the 25th High
Court in the country and will
initially function from a tem-
porary building till the perma-
nent building comes up in the
ambitious Justice City complex
in the State's Capital Amaravati.

Since the bifurcation of the
state on June 2, 2014, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana have
had a common High Court sit-
uated at Hyderabad, the latter's
Capital city.

A bench of Justices A K
Sikri and Ashok Bhushan said
that since all the requirements
have been fulfilled, there is no
embargo for the competent
authority to issue a notification
bifurcating the courts into the
High Court of Telangana and

High Court of Andhra Pradesh
respectively.

"We expect such a notifica-
tion to be issued by January 1,
2019, so that the two High
Courts start functioning sepa-
rately and High Court of
Andhra Pradesh also starts
functioning in the new building
at the earliest", the bench said.

The court noted the sub-
mission of the State that the
building, where the Andhra
Pradesh High Court would be
temporarily shifted would be
ready by December 15.

"It is also clear that the
Judges of the High Court, who
would become Judges of High
Court of Andhra Pradesh, are
satisfied with the facilities in the
said building inasmuch as Full
Court of the High Court has
approved the proposal after
Inspection Committee of Judges
submitted a report in this
behalf," the bench said after

perusing the affidavit of Andhra
Pradesh said. 

Senior advocate Fali S
Nariman, appearing for state of
Andhra Pradesh, said that the
government would be hiring vil-
las to take care of the residen-
tial needs of the judges at
Amaravati.

"We may place on record
that in Amaravati a very big
complex known as Justice City
is under construction where the
High Court and subordinate
courts and even some tribunals
would be accommodated and
there is a provision for con-
struction of residential complex
for the Judges of the High
Court and judicial officers of the
subordinate courts," the bench
said.

It said that hiring villas for
residences of judges is an ad hoc
arrangement till the Justice City
gets completely constructed.

With the enactment of the

Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation
Act, 2014, Andhra Pradesh was
bifurcated into two states, viz.,
State of Andhra Pradesh and
State of Telangana. 

The Act, which had come
into effect from June 2, 2014  has
also a provision for separate
High Courts for State of
Telangana and State of Andhra
Pradesh. 

Hyderabad, which was the
capital of erstwhile state of
Andhra Pradesh is now part of
Telangana and has become its
capital. The existing High Court
is located at Hyderabad and it
would be housing the High
Court of State of Telangana. 

Insofar as State of Andhra
Pradesh is concerned it has
decided to create and construct
new city known as Amaravati
which is going to be the capital
of the State and the new High
Court of Andhra Pradesh would
be located in that city.
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The CPI(M) on Monday
blamed RSS, BJP and

Government for polarising the
country and subversion of judi-
cial process in the Ayodhya
case. 

In a statement, the party's
Polit Bureau said that alarming
statements are being made by
the leaders of the BJP-RSS and
Central Ministers of the BJP
Government threatening to
create a 1992 situation that led
to the demolition of the Babri
Masjid and left a trial and
blood-shed and mayhem in
communal riots across the
country.

"The BJP had officially
stated that it shall abide by the
apex court judgement. It is now
engaging in a volte face as the
general elections are drawing
close. Led by the RSS, strident
demands are being raised for
the enactment of a new law for
temple construction. This is
tantamount to subversion of
the judicial process. This is
unconstitutional, hence, illegal.  

"By whipping up passions
over the Ayodhya dispute and
raising the demand for the
construction of a temple,
RSS/BJP aim to further sharp-
en communal polarisation in
the country, which has hor-
rendous consequences. 

The effort to consolidate
the Hindutva communal vote
bank in the run-up to the elec-
tions, apart from seeking to
divert people's attention away
from the all-round failure of
theModi Government, poses
grave dangers to our country's
unity and integrity," said
CPI(M).
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New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit the
Kedarnath shrine in
Uttarakhand on Diwali, sources
in the Government said on
Monday. They said Modi will
offer prayers and review the
progress of reconstruction and
development projects at the
shrine which was hit by dev-
astating floods in 2013.

The last time the Prime
Minister had been to
Kedarnath was in October
2017 just before the portals of
the Himalayan shrine close
for the winters.

After becoming the Prime
Minister in 2014, Modi had
spent his Diwali at Siachen with
jawans. In 2015, he had visited
the Punjab border on Diwali.
His visit coincided with 50 years
of the 1965 Indo-Pak war. PTI
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New Delhi: The Ministry of Tourism on Monday signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism, South Korea to
strengthen cooperation in tourism.

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Tourism
K J Alphons and Minister for Culture, Tourism and Sports,
Republic of Korea Do Jong-hwan signed the MoU here,
a statement from the Ministry said.

Officials from the Ministry and their counterparts
from Korea were also present during the signing ceremony,
it added.

The main objective of the pact is to expand bilateral
cooperation, increase exchange of information and data
related to tourism sector as well as encourage coopera-
tion between the stakeholders including hotels and tour
operators, the statement said.

Plans are afoot to also exchange experiences in the
areas of promotion, marketing destination develop-
ment, management and encouraging participation in trav-
el fairs/exhibitions in each other's country, the statement
added.

South Korea is one of the leading tourists generating
market for India from east Asia, the ministry said, adding
that in 2017, a total of 1,42,383 Korean tourists visited
India, while the figure during January-September was
1,8,901 (provisional).

The signing of the MoU will be instrumental in
increasing tourist arrivals from this source market, the
Ministry added. PTI
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New Delhi: Senior diplomat Gaddam
Dharmendra has been appointed
India's Ambassador to Iran, the
Ministry of External Affairs
announced on Monday.

Dharmendra, a 1990-batch Indian
Foreign Service officer and at present,
additional secretary in the MEA here,
will replace Saurabh Kumar, who
was appointed India's ambassador to
Myanmar last month. Dharmendra is
expected to take up the assignment
shortly, it said.

His appointment comes at a time
when the global focus is on oil
imports from Iran as the US on
Monday imposed "the toughest ever"
sanctions aimed at altering the Iranian
regime's "behaviour".

India and China are believed to
be among the eight countries that
have been given the rare temporary
exemptions from the Iranian sanc-
tions.

The MEA also concurrently
accredited Nina Tshering La, currently
Indian Ambassador to the Democratic
Republic of Congo, as the next
Ambassador of India to the Republic
of Congo, with residence in Kinshasa.

She is expected to take up the
assignment shortly, the MEA said.PTI
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New Delhi: Ayurveda depart-
ments will be opened in all the
new 19 AIIMS and approval has
been received from the Home
Ministry to set up such depart-
ments in seven hospitals of the
Border Security Force (BSF)
and other paramilitary forces,
Minister of State for AYUSH
Shripad Yesso Naik announced
on Monday.

He said work is already on
to start Ayurveda departments
in about 100 Employees' State
Insurance Corporation (ESIC)
hospitals under the Ministry of
Labour. 

"Ayurveda departments will
be opened in the new 19 AIIMS
(All India Institutes of Medical
Sciences). Also, Home Ministry
has given its approval to open
such departments in seven hos-
pitals of BSF and other para-
military forces," Naik said while
inaugurating an event here to
mark the 3rd Ayurveda Day
along with Union Environment

Minister Harsh Vardhan.  
The Ministry has taken

many initiatives on the theme
'Ayurveda for public health'
and has decided to further
expand the coverage of the
National Programme of
Prevention of Non
Communicable Disease from
existing six states, he said. 

Naik said his Ministry will
organise 50 workshops in col-
laboration with Ministry of
Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises (MSME) to
enhance entrepreneurship in
Ayurveda and AYUSH sector. 

Addressing the gathering,
Harsh Vardhan emphasised on
scientific integration of AYUSH
system of medicines with mod-
ern medicine and said his min-
istry will provide all support for
institutional research. The third
Ayurveda Day is being cele-
brated throughout the country
on the occasion of Dhanwantari
Jayanti on Monday.  PTI
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has refused to entertain
a plea seeking implementa-
tion of the two child policy in
the country to curb "mon-
strous" population explosion
which is "seriously" polluting
environment and increasing
pressure on natural resources.

A bench headed by Justice
Kurian Joseph dismissed the
petition filed by Anupam
Bajpai, a social worker and
National Coordinator NGO
'Jeevan Bachao Andolan', and
asked her to approach the gov-
ernment authorities with her
grievances.

The PIL, filed through
lawyer Shiv Kumar Tripathi,
had also sought measures to
motivate citizens to follow the
two child norm and grant
them facilities.

It also sought under such a
policy withdrawal of facilities
and concessions from those
couples who violate the two
child  norm.

"Every person should have

a limit in giving birth only to
the maximum of two children
failing which the concerned
person shall attract disqualifi-
cation with respect to
Government facilities and
other benefits being provided
by the Government to its citi-
zens," the plea said.

It further said that the
population of India, the second
most populated country in the
world, is increasing with geo-
metrical progression and there
is no immediate ray of hope
where the monstrous explosion
of population could be stopped
to protect the environment
and the natural resources.

"The rate of population is
still increasing with the alarm-
ing rate and it cannot be
allowed to increase further to

save the future generation from
the obvious danger to the envi-
ronment and national
resources," it said.

The plea said that the pop-
ulation menace has led to
increasing pressure on the fuel
demand and earning of liveli-
hood for survival of the mass-
es and has led to the develop-
ment of slums in the urban
areas and the consequent
unequal distribution of
resources of the country.

It also claimed that the
increasing population is facing
a "tremendous and hazardous"
effect on the environment con-
cerning ground and surface
water, air pollution and global
warning.

"The rapid population
growth and economic develop-
ment in country are degrading
the environment through
uncontrolled growth of urban-
isation and industrialisation,
expansion and intensification of
agriculture and destruction of
the natural habitat," it said. PTI
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Jaipur: Accusing Congress president
Rahul Gandhi of misleading people on the
Rafale deal with France, the ruling BJP on
Monday challenged the Opposition party
to disclose the price at which the fighter
aircraft was offered to India during the
tenure of UPA-II Government.

MoS for Parliamentary Affairs Arjun
Ram Meghwal claimed that the price pro-
posed during the UPA-II rule was higher
than the deal signed by the BJP-led
Government and the Congress party was
at pain because this dispensation has
kicked out middleman from the
Government-to-Government deal.

He also said Anil Ambani's company
is not the only offset partner of Dassault
Aviation as other firms have also tied up
with the French manufacturer as offset
partners under the Make in India pro-
gramme.

"Congress is talking about the price of
the plane which was offered during UPA-
I but not UPA-II. Negotiations took place
on the first price and the Congress should
tell people about the proposed price of
2012-13. That price was higher than the
present proposal," Meghwal said at a
press conference here.

He said the then Congress government

was listening to middleman Sanjay
Bhandari, a close associate of businessman
Robert Vadra, instead of Indian Air
Force's continuous demand for high-end
fighter aircraft.

"BJP Government kicked out the mid-
dleman which has troubled the Congress,"
Meghwal said.

The Congress has previously rejected
the allegations and said the BJP is "des-
perate" to divert attention.

The Union Minister, however, said the
Congress party failed to seal the Rafale deal
between 2006 and 2013.

Meghwal claimed that the present
Government proposed to purchase the
fighter aircraft at a much lower price com-
pared to the rates fixed by then UPA

Government.
He also said that former Defence

Minister A K Antony too had refused to
disclose the price in some other matters
in parliament citing security reasons.

"Congress is just spreading lies and
misleading public. The matter is in
Supreme court and people will get to know
about the lies of the Congress party," he
said.

Referring to communications between
Dassault Aviation and Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd during UPA
Government's rule, Meghwal said the
timeframe desired by Dassault Aviation to
manufacture certain parts of the aircraft
did not match with that of HAL and, there-
fore, there was a need to rope in offset.

The Minister said Congress party's lies
would soon be exposed.

"Congress has a disease of lying.
Earlier, the party had moved a petition in
Supreme Court that there were 'fake vot-
ers' in Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh and
the court had rejected their plea as it was
a lie," he added.

Ambani's Reliance Group has said dis-
missed allegations of corruption in the deal
and accused the Congress of resorting to
"blatant lies" for political gains. PTI
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New Delhi: The Centre has
informed the Supreme Court
that the process of framing
guidelines for keeping foreign
nationals in detention centres
across the country was "under
preparation".

The Centre told a bench
headed by Justice Madan B
Lokur that the work of framing
detention manual or guidelines
was being taken up "very seri-
ously". It also stated that in the
meanwhile, some circulars have
been issued to the State of
Assam in this regard.

The bench, also comprising
Justices A M Khanwilkar and R
Subhash Reddy, said the Centre
would ensure that requirements
of the circulars or guidelines
issued by the Centre be adhered
to by Assam. The issue of fram-
ing of detention manual for
keeping foreign nationals had
cropped up when the apex court
was hearing a matter related to
the condition of detention cen-
tres in Assam. PTI
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The ruling AIADMK is in
turmoil following a dis-

closure by a former MLA from
Thoothukudi district that
Kadambur C Raju, the Minister
for Information and Publicity
in the Edappadi Palaniswamy
Government, is heading the
“sleeper cell” working for TTV
Dhinakaran and VK Sasikala,
the expelled leaders.

GV Markandeyan, former
AIADMK legislator, alleged that
Minister Raju, who is a close rel-
ative of Sasikala, was sending
AIADMK MLAs to
Dhinakaran’s camp. The dissi-
dent leader Dhinakaran has
been claiming from day one that
there were many sleeper cells in
the Edappadi Palaniswamy
camp owing allegiance to the
former. “They would come to
me at the right moment and this
will cause the downfall of this
Government,” Dhinakaran had
told many times.

According to Markandeyan,
Minister Raju managed to get
the party ticket for the 2016
Assembly election at the
instance of  Sasikala and he was
a camp follower of Dhinakaran
and Sasikala. But Raju refuted
the allegations  and claimed that
the party was in a growth tra-
jectory in the district.

“There is no factionalism
in the party. There is no need
to accord any importance to an
individual’s opinion,” Raju told
media persons. He also asked
them not to take Markandeyan
seriously because the latter
was desperate.

Interestingly, Raju has not
spoken anything against
Dhinakaran or Sasikala lending
credence to the charges by
Markandeyan. There are
reports that  the legislators who
were disqualified by the

Speaker and whose action was
upheld by the Madras High
Court had joined the
Dhinakaran faction.

The AIADMK which is
facing a precarious situation in
the Legislative Assembly
because of the loss of 19
MLAs, has to win at least 19 of
the 20 by polls, for which the
Election Commission may
announce the schedule any
time from now.  

A speech delivered by
Cooperation Minister Sellur K
Raju recently had caused ripples
in the party. While addressing
a party meeting at Madurai,
Raju said that the day was not
far off when the AIADMK
would be headed by a woman.

What is to be noted is that
both the Rajus have not told
anything critical of Sasikala and
Dhinakaran till date. Sellur
Raju later issued a clarification
stating that his words were a
pep-talk for women activists of

the party and it should not be
mis-interpreted.

KA Johny, author and
columnist who is a keen follow-
er of the AIADMK politics said
that these developments need
not be taken seriously. “We have
to wait for the Supreme Court
ruling on the petition demand-
ing the disqualification of deputy
chief minister O Panneerselvam
and ten MLAs who had voted
against the Edappadi
Palaniswamy Government in
the trust vote held in February
2017. That will be the turning
point in AIADMK politics. Till
then the AIADMK has no major
crisis,” said Johny who also fore-
cast that Dhinakaran would take
control of the AIADMK in the
coming months.

But Govindarajan
Satyamurthy, veteran scribe
and commentator said that the
sleeper cells of Dhinakaran are
alive and kicking in the
AIADMK. “We may have to
wait till the by-elections are
over. The AIADMK is unlike-
ly to win even a single seat and
there would be a rebellion in the
party against Panneerselvam
and Edappadi Palaniswamy.
Let’s wait for six months,” said
Satyamurthy who is confident
that KA Sengotiyyan, the
School Education Minister
would be the chief ministerial
candidate once the Mannargudi
clan led by Sasikala takes con-
trol of the party.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee once

again on Monday reminded
that “those who sell religion for
their personal and political
benefits,” were doing great dis-
service to their faiths.

Inaugurating India’s first
skywalk to approach a religious
site at Dakshineshwar Kali
Temple, Mamata attacked the
“phony” saffron brigade for
practising falsehood and
befooling the people in the
name of religion.

“If you really want to do
something for your religion
then practice and preach toler-
ance instead of selling and using
it for political gains,” Mamata
said reminding how she was
stopped from going to Chicago
to deliver the Swami
Vivekananda Memorial lecture
to commemorate the 125th year
of his celebrated speech at the
world parliament of religions.

“I was scheduled to
address an audience at Chicago
but later I was told how some
people up (read BJP central
leadership) their literally
threatened the organisers and
got my name struck out to
make way for someone else to
make the speech. This shows
how these people are out to
hijack our own religion,”
Mamata said.

"These people have no
knowledge of Puranas, Vedas
or for that matter any religious
scripture or their true essence.
They only know to set one sec-
tion of the society against the
others and reap political har-
vest,” she said. 

Only selling religion for
political purpose and power was
the main motto of some people,

the Chief Minister said appar-
ently in reference to the oppo-
sition BJP. “Donning saffron
cloth does not make you a reli-
gious person. Saffron cloths
are sold in the market and any-
one can wear them. To talk reli-
gion you have to be religious
only then you will be able to do
something for your religion
and the people in general.”

The Chief Minister
reminded how “Swami
Vivekananda while in
Rajasthan went hungry for
three days before being noticed
in such state by a Muslim per-
son who offered him cucumber
and saved him. In Chicago a
Christian person helped him to
find a place of residence.”

Swamiji’s master
Ramakrishna Paramahansa
always preached the unity of
religions, she said reminding
the presence of a Mazaar inside
Dakshineshwar Temple where
“Thakur Ramakrishna medi-
tated before telling all how he
visualised people drinking
water from the same pond
and how a mother was
addressed as Maa by a Hindu,
Amma by a Muslim and
Mother by a Christian.”

There were two kinds of
sadhus wearing saffron clothes
she said. “There are phony
sadhus who wear saffron
clothes but divide the people
for narrow self interest and
there are true sadhus who love
one and all,” she said.

Advising the powers that
be to follow her example in
the interest of devotees and
tourists by constructing the
skywalk like the one that was
inaugurated at
Dakshineshwar Banerjee said
she was considering similar
faci l it ies  at  Kalighat ,
Tarapeeth, Tarakeshwar and
other places.

The skywalk is a futuristic
elevated glass-and-steel path-
way about 3.5 metre wide, and
340 metre long fitted with 12
escalators and 4 elevators and
shops on two sides that would
cater to the devotees who visit
the Temple built by Rani
Rashmi and where once
Ramakrishna Paramahansa
lived and prayed. 

“We are naming this sky-
walk after the name of Rani
Rashmani not only because
she constructed the temple but
also because she played a great
role in the Indian and Bengali
renaissance,” Mamata said.
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Assam on Monday paid rich tributes to
music maestro Dr Bhupen Hazarika on his

seventh death anniversary.
Hundreds of organisations across the State

held functions in various places to pay tributes
to the maestro.
The Chief
Minister said the
houses of the
Assamese cultural
doyen at Kolkata
and Kuthori at
Kaziranga would
be preserved by
the State
Government. 

Sonowal said
300 bighas of land
have been
acquired by the
Government for
the purpose of
setting up Dr
Bhupen Hazarika
Samadhi Kshetra
near the Dr.
Bhupen Hazarika
Setu connecting
Dhola and Sadiya.

"Dr Bhupen
Hazarika's songs
spoke of humani-
ty, brotherhood
and peace. He
considered the
whole world as his
home," said
Assam Chief
M i n i s t e r
S a r b a n a n d a
Sonowal on
Monday while
taking part in a
p r o g r a m m e
organised by the
Dtate Cultural
Directorate at
Hazarika's memo-
rial at Jalukbari in
the city.
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Kolkata: Union Minister of
State for Social Justice Ramdas
Athawale on Monday said
bringing Ordinance for the
construction of Ram temple in
Ayodhya will not be right as the
matter is sub judice.

Acknowledging the
demand of the Hindu com-
munity to build a Ram temple
in his birthplace, the minister
said the construction of the
temple should be done after
taking the local Muslim com-
munity into confidence.

"I do not think bringing
ordinance on the temple will be
the right decision. We sould
wait for the Supreme Court's
verdict. People should accept
the apex court judgement,"
said Athawale, the president of
Republican Party of India.

"The demand of the Hindu
society to build a temple of
Lord Ram in Ayodhya is legit-
imate and that should be
accepted. But the Muslim com-
munity living there should also
be taken into confidence. The
Government should look for a
solution through meaningful
discussion with the Muslims
living there," he said. 

"Any attempt to build the
temple by taking law in one's
own hand is not permissible,"
he said.

A congregation of Hindu
seers on Sunday demanded
the Government bring an ordi-
nance or a law for construction
of Ram temple at Ayodhya, and
vowed to hold meetings across
the country to rally public sen-
timents in the matter. IANS
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Ahead of the Assembly polls,
in a big jolt for the ruling

Congress, Mizoram Assembly
Speaker Hiphei on Monday
resigned from his post and the
party before joining the BJP.

Hiphei is the fifth legisla-
tors of the ruling Congress in
Mizoram to have resigned from
both the House and the party
since September.

Mizoram is the only state
out of eight in the north-east to
be ruled by the Congress. Polls
are due for the 40-member
Mizoram assembly on
November 28.

On Monday morning, the
seven-time Congress legislator
said he sent his resignation let-
ter to Deputy Speaker R.
Lalrinawma, who accepted it.

Hiphei then went to
Congress Bhavan, the state
party headquarters, and
resigned from the primary
membership of the party.

"I was kept in an uncertain
position even after the AICC
announced my name to contest
the assembly polls from Palak
constituency (in Siaha dis-
trict)," Hiphei later told the
media, expressing his resent-
ment against Chief Minister
and Mizoram Pradesh
Congress President Lal
Thanhawla.

"I would be contesting
from the Palak constituency on
a Bharatiya Janata Party ticket,"
he said, adding the BJP in

alliance with the local parties
would form a coalition
Government in the State.

"The Congress would be
defeated. The BJP would secure
at least five seats in the polls to
the 40-member Mizoram
assembly," the Congress-turned
BJP leader said.

Hiphei was elected to the
Mizoram Assembly from Palak
constituency in 2013 and he
won the assembly elections six
times between 1972 and 1989
from Tuipang.

In Guwahati, convenor of
the BJP-led North East
Democratic Alliance (NEDA)
and Assam Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said : "Hiphei is a
very senior leader in Mizoram.
His joining the BJP would
greatly strengthen the party."

BJP leaders in Mizoram
have confidently declared that
they would make all-out efforts
to vote out the Congress in the
State to "paint the North-East
with the saffron colour."

The BJP has undertaken
intensive efforts to win the
Christian-dominated State, after
having formed Governments on
its own or in alliance with allies
in the remaining six northeast-
ern States.

Meanwhile, the ruling
Congress, which is governing
the State, except for ten years
— 1998-2003 and 2003-2008
— since it became a full-
fledged State in 1987, during
the past two months has suf-
fered a major setback.
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Taking a  stern view of a
“revolt” like situation and

violence by the trainee consta-
bles and new recruits, the
Government has dismissed 175
cops from the service, includ-
ing 167 new recruits, 23 police-
men suspended and many
more transferred.

The action was taken on the
report of the Patna Inspector
General of Police Nayyar
Hasnain Khan who conducted
a detailed probe in the Friday

incident when the cops went on
a rampage, assaulted senior
official and ransacked police line
and its quarters. They were
protesting over the death of a
trainee constable Savita Pathak
due to dengue.

Khan said the involvement
of the dismissed and suspend-
ed constables was found in the
violence. He said 23 police per-
sonnel have been suspended for
dereliction of duty. He also
ordered for transfer of 93 per-
sonnel from Patna zone who
were posted in Patna for over ten
years. Action against the DSP
Maslehuddin Ahmad, who was
assaulted and his quart burgled
in the attack, and one inspec-
tor rank official has also been
recommended. Ahmad is post-
ed in police line for years.

The agitating cops had
alleged that Savita was sick and
was not granted leave.
However, the inquiry revealed
that she had been granted leave
in September and October for
three days each. But recently
she had not applied for leave.
However, four traffic police
personnel have been suspend-
ed who were responsible for
granting leave to new recruits.
They have been charged for not
informing about the illness of
Savita to the senior officials.

This was the first time that
such a revolt and violence by
men and women in khaki hap-
pened in Bihar. Also this is the
first time that dismissal and
suspension of police personnel
on such a large scale has been
ordered.
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J&K Governor Satya Pal
Malik Monday said the task

of collecting 'biometrics' of
Rohingyas (illegal immigrants
from Myanmar) will be com-
pleted within next two months.

"Biometric details of
Rohingyas will be collected with-
in two months. Work is already
on", Malik said while addressing
the media  on the occasion of
reopening of  bi-annual 'Darbar
Move' offices here in the winter
capital of the State.

Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh had accorded top
priority to the sensitive issue of
identifying the total number of
illegal immigrants settled across
different states in India.

In the recent months he
flagged the issue on different
occasions and also sent repeat-
ed reminders to the different
State Governments to collect
biometrics of Rohingyas to
initiate the process of their relo-
cation to their home country.

In January 2018 a report of
the State Home department

had claimed that an estimated
population of over 6500
Rohingyas are camping across
39 locations spread across five
districts of the State.  

According to official
sources, "a total number of
3194 males and 2916 females
are staying in the State with
valid UNHCR cards while 413
Rohingyas are staying without
these Refugee cards". 

Most of these Rohingyas
staying in Jammu are camping
closer to vital security instal-
lations and have occupied large
chunks of land in Bathindi,

Narwal, Channi Himmat,
Talab Tillo, Bari Brahmana,
Rajiv Nagar, Kargil Colony,
Gujjar Basti, Belicharana,
Israrabad, Sidhra, Panama
Chowk and Malik Market area
on bypass road.  

With every passing day
their numbers are multiplying
despite strict security restric-
tions at the Indo-Bangladesh
border, possible route of infil-
tration inside the Indian terri-
tory for these citizens 
of Myanmar.

On ground zero various
political and other socio-polit-

ical organisations disagree with
the headcount. They are
demanding immediate reloca-
tion of these illegal immigrants
to ensure safety and security of
local residents.

Needle of suspicion was
also pointed towards them in
the wake of fidayeen strike on
Sunjwan army camp in Jammu
on February 10, 2018. Alarm
bells were also raised recently
when large groups of
Rohingyas made their way in to
Kargil district without coming
on the radar of the State intel-
ligence and police agencies.

"Their numbers could be
higher and large number of
them are living in areas where

it is difficult to isolate them
and identify them", claimed a
political activist and popular
lawyer working alongside var-
ious socio-political  organisa-
tions in Jammu.  

On the occasion Malik also
expressed condolences on the
death of Jammu & Kashmir
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
secretary Anil Parihar and his
brother, Ajeet in Kishtwar and
said the terrorists who killed the
brothers have been identified.

"Terrorists were frustrated
as the local body polls were
conducted smoothly; hence,
they carried out this murder.
The moral of the security forces
is high, and no terrorists can
disturb the panchayat elec-
tions," he said.

It has been proved that it
was an incident of militancy, he
said, adding that it "was an act
of frustration on the part of
militants and Pakistan".

"Those people (killers of
BJP senior leader and his
brother) have been identified.
Soon, results will be before you
(media)," Malik told reporters.
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Accusing the Opposition
parties of trying to rake

up the Ayodhya issue for their
political gains, senior leader of
Bharatiya Janata Party and
Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh
Sharma claimed that now
even Muslims were in favour
of construction of Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya.

“Now all people of the
country, whether they are
Hindus or Muslims, want
construction of Ram temple.
They want this decades-old
issue to be sorted out at the
earliest,” he said, adding that
the Government would act as
per the constitutional provi-
sions to fulfill the aspiration
of the people.

In an interview to a select
group of reporters here on
Monday, Sharma questioned
the opposition charge that the
BJP was trying to violate the
Constitution over the Ram
temple. “Can anyone answer
why the government made a
law against the Supreme
Court’s ruling in the Shah
Bano case? Was that not vio-
lation of constitutional
norms?,” he asked.

“The BJP has always hon-
oured the judiciary and has fol-
lowed the Constitution. But it
cannot ignore the feelings of
the majority community. Thus,
some way has to be evolved,”
Sharma said.

The DyCM said the BJP
was not a party of a family like
the Congress, the Samajwadi
Party or the Bahujan Samaj
Party and hence discussions
would be held for an amica-
ble solut ion to the 
Ayodhya issue. 

“The opposition parties
are trying to rake up the
Ayodhya issue only for their
electoral gains... they are not at
all concerned about the feelings
of the people,” he said.

“The Government is con-
sidering several measures to
address the Ram temple issue
and it will be done at the
appropriate time, he added.

When his attention was
drawn to the threat by saints
to launch a mass movement
for the construction of Ram
temple and their threat to
forcefully start construction
from December, the DyCM
said, “Our Chief Minister is

aware of everything. There
will not be any law and order
problem. Let’s  see what 
happens.” 

Sharma also said that a big
statue of Lord Ram was expect-
ed to come up in Ayodhya. 

“Everyone wants a big
statue of Lord Ram and our
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will certainly ful-
fill the demand of the people.
Lord Ram is the cultural iden-
tity of the country and every-
one follows Lord Ram’s prin-
ciples and the path of honesty,
hence there should be no
opposition to his statute. Still
some parties have started
opposing it,” he said.

Sharma said the BJP
Government in UP had done
everything to develop religious
places so that the people had
the facilities to worship.  

Talking about Deepotsava
in Ayodhya on Wednesday,
Sharma said the programme
would be an historic one as
country would watch how peo-
ple should worship Lord Ram
on his return to Ayodhya from
vanvas (exile).
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Khan, the rabble-rouser leader
of Samajwadi Party, has
accused Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) of
creating a 1992-like situation
on Ram temple issue. 

The Babri mosque was
demolished on December 6,
1992. Azam Khan had earlier
demanded that the statue of
Lord Ram should be taller
than the Statue of Unity recent-
ly unveiled by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Gujarat.

The SP leader said that the
political parties and organisa-
tions spearheading the temple
movement should refrain from
dragging the  minority com-
munity in the dispute as the
minority communities had
always been the loser after
flare-up caused by communal-
ly sensitive issues. 

He said the call given by
saints and sadhus for the con-
struction of Ram temple and
describing their proposed
movement a ‘mahasangram’
(blood bath) was a move to

divert the attention of the peo-
ple from the real issues.  

Azam Khan said the Indian
economy was already under
stress due to inflation and falling
value of rupee against dollar and
any further trouble due to the
Ram temple issue would have
disastrous impact on the econ-
omy. The SP leader alleged that
the leaders of the Sangh parivar
were openly criticising the
Supreme Court for delay in the
hearing of the Ayodhya dispute
by the apex court. 

He said the ‘mahasangram’
had divided the society as
Pandavas and Kauravas but the
majority community would have
to decide who were, Pandavas
and Kauravas. Khan said he
wanted the minority community
to be left alone and not be
dragged in the controversy.

“The mahasangram of
1992 was not started by
Muslims and they have never
opposed the Ram temple. But
raking up the issue just before
the election could backfire on
the BJP,” he said. PNS
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First Lady of South Korea
Kim Jung-sook was given a

warm welcome on her arrival
in the State Capital on Monday
to attend the ‘Deepotsava’ when
over 3 lakh diyas (earthen
lamps) will be lighted at the
ghats of Ayodhya on Tuesday.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and his ministeri-
al colleagues welcomed her at
the Chaudhary Charan Singh
International Airport. Tourism
Minister Rita Bahuguna Joshi
accompanied the first lady
from New Delhi in a special
Korean flight.

Kim Jung-sook’s presence
assumes importance because of
the link Korea has with
Ayodhya. It is believed that a
princess from Ayodhya, the
place where Lord Ram is
believed to have born, became
the queen in South Korea some
2,000 years ago. She also ruled
a dynasty known as Karak.

The name of the princess
of Ayodhya is believed to be
Suriratna but in South Korea,
she is named as Heo Hwang-
ok. In this celebration, Korea’s
first lady will lay the founda-
tion stone for the �50-crore
memorial of Queen Hur
Hwang-ok. A Korean cultural

team will give a performance
at the Queen Memorial.
Padmashree  Surdarshan
Patnaik has also made a sculp-
ture of Lord Ram in sand near
the Queen Memorial park.

An official said that the
main function would be held
on Tuesday when a shobha
yatra would be taken out from
Saket College in Ayodhya
where 15 tableaux showing
different acts of Lord Ram
would be on display. Among

the tableaux, four will be dis-
played by artistes from foreign
countries like Korea, Laos,
Russia and Indonesia. 

The procession will cul-
minate at Ramkatha park. At
the Ramkatha park, Yogi will
receive Lord Ram and Sita
along with Laxman who will
arrive on a chopper. The CM
will also honour the Ramlila
artistes of different countries
and in the night, Ramlila of
different countries will be

performed along with a cul-
tural  dance by the 
Korean team. 

In the evening, over 3 lakh
diyas will be lighted at Ram Ki
Paudi by over 5,000 volunteers.
The Chief Minister will light
the first special diya having a
diameter of 16 feet. Rita
Bahuguna Joshi said that it
would be a ‘never before expe-
rience’ in Ayodhya. The city is
all decked up with permanent
façade lighting.
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The inauguration of Sardar
Vallabhai Patel’s statue — the
Statue of Unity — in Gujarat on
October 31 by the Prime
Minister has raised the hackles

of the whining, carping bunch of malcon-
tents of the Nehruvian and Marxist mould
who question the wisdom of erecting a
statue — incidentally the tallest in the
world — at such huge cost. But, these com-
plaints must be brushed aside because we
owe our very existence as a nation to
Sardar Patel. There are a lot more reasons
as well, many of which, were hidden by
Sarkari historians owing allegiance to a
single political family — but which must
now be brought into the public domain.
Here are some of them:       

When the British left the country, they
gave all the princely states three options
— to declare their independence or accede
to India or Pakistan. To get such a mot-
ley group of over 550 maharajas and rajas
— many of whom were on their own ego
trips — to sign on the dotted line and
become part of India was a Herculean task.
However, Sardar Patel’s steely determina-
tion combined with his diplomacy and
foresight enabled him to get the princes to
sign the instrument of accession. If he had
not taken up this responsibility, the map
of India would have had gaping holes. The
Nizam of Hyderabad and the Nawab of
Junagadh had decided to accede to
Pakistan and a couple of maharajas in cen-
tral India were keen to retain their inde-
pendence. Patel put his foot down, sent in
the armed forces when necessary and got
these States integrated into India. “I do not
want undigested lumps in India’s belly”, he
is reported to have said in the context of
Hyderabad becoming a part of Pakistan.
Prime Minister Nehru was not happy with
the use of force but the truth is that if ‘Iron
Man’ Patel were not to be around at that
time, no one would have been able to
counter Nehru’s pusillanimity and the map
of India would have been in tatters on the
very day of her independence. 

Is this not sufficient reason for build-
ing the Statue of Unity?  

Apart from being as tough as nails
while dealing with issues relating to
national unity, Sardar Patel had another
extraordinary quality — his readiness to
sacrifice for the larger cause. There is abun-
dant evidence to show that he was the very
epitome of selflessness, which was in con-
trast to the pettiness and selfishness of
Nehru. On Gandhi’s advice, Patel had to
forego the opportunity to head the
Congress on many occasions including
1928, 1929, 1936 and 1946 and make way
for Nehru. In 1946, it was clear that the
person elected president of the Congress
would be invited by the British to be the
first Prime Minister of Independent India.
The party asked 15 Pradesh Congress

Committees to propose names
for the office. Twelve of the 15
committees voted for Sardar
Vallabhai Patel. The remaining
three committees had no opin-
ion. In other words, not a sin-
gle pradesh committee want-
ed Nehru as party president
and Prime Minister. The story
goes that Nehru went into a
sulk and told Gandhi that he
will not play second fiddle to
anybody. Gandhi stepped in
once again on behalf of Nehru
and got Patel to withdraw
from the contest. Thus,
although his party overwhelm-
ingly wanted him to be the first
Prime Minister after
Independence, Patel sacrificed
this for the sake of the party
and national unity. Historians
loyal to the Nehru-Gandhis
have hidden these facts from
the people all these years. So,
for those who ask why spend
so much on Patel’s statue, the
answer is “is this not sufficient
reason to remember the Sardar
in the most memorable way
possible?”

As against Patel’s large-
heartedness, we now have evi-
dence of how small-minded
and spiteful Nehru was when
dealing with Patel. When Patel
died on December 15, 1950 in
Mumbai, he directed officials
from Delhi not to attend Patel’s
funeral in Mumbai. Even more
shocking was the first order he
issued after Patel’s demise that
his official car — a Cadillac —
be returned to the Foreign
Ministry forthwith. More was
to follow. The best example of

Nehru’s small-mindedness
relates to the Bharat Ratna.
Nehru gave himself the Bharat
Ratna in 1955. Sardar Patel was
conferred the Bharat Ratna
belatedly by the Chandrashekar
Govermnment in 1991.

Further, while the Nehru-
Gandhis have helped them-
selves to much of Lutyens’
geography, Nehru treated Patel’s
daughter, Maniben, in the most
insensitive manner when she
met him after Sardar Patel’s
death. In his memoirs,
Verghese  Kurien, the father of
the milk revolution tells us how
shabbily Nehru treated
Maniben Patel. After Patel
passed away, Maniben picked
up a book and a bag that
belonged to him and went to
meet Nehru. Patel had instruct-
ed her to hand them over to
Nehru. The bag contained �35
lakh that belonged to the
Congress and the book was the
party’s book of accounts. Nehru
took them and thanked her.
“Maniben waited expectantly,
hoping he would say something
more, but he did not, so she got
up and left”. He did not even
enquire as to how she was
doing after the passing of Patel.
Kurien found Nehru’s
behavoiur “distressing”.

Long years ago this writer
had put together a list of 450
Government schemes, pro-
jects and institutions named
after just three members of the
Nehru-Gandhi family. This
included a majority of social
welfare schemes of the Union
Government, airports, nation-

al parks, educational and 
scientific institutions and
sports tournaments. Nothing
was left out. Yet, all those
who have been party to this
crass enterprise and vulgar
display of sycophancy are
unhappy that the man who
gave us the India we live in
today is being honoured in a
manner which is worthy of this
stupendous effort.   

Therefore, the time has
come for India to make ade-
quate reparation for the petti-
ness displayed by Nehru and his
progeny towards Sardar Patel,
the greatest son of India. The
Statue of Unity is now a reali-
ty because of the Patel-like
determination and commit-
ment of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to give the
Sardar his due. The Prime
Minister must ignore these
critics and take further initia-
tives like introducing the real
Sardar to school children
through history books. He
must then begin the next big
project to provide another
extraordinary national hero —
Subhash Chandra Bose —his
rightful place. Bose, too, has
been a victim of the chicanery
of ‘establishment historians’.
The nation will always remem-
ber Narendra Modi for ensur-
ing that India will eternally be
grateful to its real heroes.

(The writer is a retired
Major General of the Indian
Army and founder member of
the Defence Planning Staff,
currently the revamped
Integrated Defence Staff)
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Now or never” (November
5). While Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief, Mohan
Bhagwat recently appealed to
the Centre to bring in a law for
construction of Ram temple in
Ayodhya, along with various
Hindu outfits voicing in support
of the same, not only the BJP, but
the entire opposition parties
are in a fix. 

Now with 3,000 seers not
only  demanded construction of
Ram temple but wanted the
construction to begin immedi-
ately. As usual, feeble voices
from pseudo-secularists were
heard asking the Centre to fol-
low the rule of law. And it thus
appears that the Centre is left
with no choice but to call for an
all-party to build a consensus as
the Ordinance route may only
see a repeat of 1992 situation,
resulting in disturbance of peace
and harmony. 

In a nutshell, as the nation
is passing through a critical
phase even as 2019 Lok Sabha
poll is nearing, one hopes bet-
ter wisdom prevails in all polit-
ical parties to maintain calm

instead of trying to reap politi-
cal mileage. 

KR Srinivasan 
Secunderabad

�	����������	����	

Sir — The recent upheaval by the
saffron clan, including some min-
isters and leaders of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Vishva Hindu

Parishad (VHP) and Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), urg-
ing the Government to initiate
proceedings in Parliament to
bring in an Ordinance to com-
mence the construction of Ram
temple in the disputed site of
Ayodhya, is nothing but a ploy to
acquire brownie points to retain
power through the 2019 General
Election. 

Knowing well that the peo-

ple are disappointed with the
BJP for its anti-people policies,
the RSS and the VHP have
taken up the temple issue seri-
ously with the intention to
divide the electorate in the name
of religion. Despite loud noises
made by the saffron party, the
stony si lence of the BJP
Government makes one dread to
think that another 1992 blood-
shed is inevitable and very much

in the offing.
Tharcius S Fernando

Chennai

�����������	����	

Sir — It is unfortunate that the
Sabarimala issue has taken an
ugly turn, thanks to violent
manifestations of some of the
so-called ‘die hard’ devotees
ever since the apex court
allowed women of all ages to
enter the temple. 

What humans conveniently
forget is that God is not only
omnipotent but also
omnipresent. Humans have only
created some rituals and prac-
tices to their convenience.
Women devotees who were
chased by the militant devotees
from entering the temple need
not feel disappointed. They can
return happily because Lord
Ayyappa, who is omnipresent
would have already blessed them
in abundance, realising the hin-
drance made by his pseudo
devotees.

Yvonne Fernando
Chennai 
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Supping with the enemy, tech-
nically may just be a few stages
short of wining and dining

with the enemy but it could be
much worse. The context is a recent
news report originating from
Beijing, which has not yet been
denied, disclosing the proposed
visit to India of a delegation led by
Chen Yuantao, Deputy Director-
General of the VVIP Security Wing
of the public security ministry of
the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) on November 23-24.

This particular security wing is
responsible for the security of top
seven members of the Standing
Committee of the Politburo head-
ed by President Xi Jinping. As of
now the main purpose of the visit

appears to be to hold talks with our
Special Protection Group (SPG),
who are responsible for the securi-
ty of the Prime Minister and those
covered under the SPG Act. The
usefulness of such a visit, it is fur-
ther said, could also be in learning
much from each other regarding
VVIP security. 

It is understood that the Indian
side would also be learning from
the Chinese  about their experience
in tackling cyber crimes. It hardly
needs any emphasis that the secu-
rity of a country’s top executive as
the Prime Minister of India or the
President of USA or China is com-
parable to the sanctum sanctorum
of the entire security establish-
ment of the country. One guards
such crown jewels in utmost secre-
cy, with the highest possible degree
of zeal, coupled with state-of-the-
art technologies, tradecraft and
training.

It is a common international
practice that before any high-level
visit, the advance security and pro-
tocol teams of that country visit the

host and convey their concerns and
expectations in specific and precise
terms. Ground rules for coordina-
tion between the various teams are

also thrashed out. But such an exer-
cise by a visiting security team
along with the SPG when no high-
level visit is in the offing, has to be

undertaken with great caution. 
While the Chinese security

teams work in a controlled environ-
ment without any constraints, we
are a democracy and have com-
pletely different systems. The threat
perceptions, also being different
there, would not be many common-
alities. In bilateral exchanges, the
focus on several areas of common
interest, like trade, commerce et al,
would be quite in order but dis-
cussing anything related to or con-
cerning our VVIP security proce-
dures with the Chinese would
appear to be out of place particu-
larly keeping in view their close
relationship with Pakistan.

India’s computer emergency
response team (CERT-In) , which
is considered to be the holy grail of
cyber security for India’s IT net-
works and infrastructure, has stat-
ed that last year alone saw 53,000
cyber attacks and this year it is esti-
mated that this figure would rise by
a minimum of 10 per cent. Further,
it is stated that almost 40 per cent
of the attacks between January and

May this year originated from
China as against 13 per cent from
Pakistan. 

While acknowledging that
Chinese hackers are the biggest
threats as far as cyber attacks are
concerned  with the main targets
being our financial institutions, it
is difficult to visualise any Chinese
assistance in this area except of a
superficial nature. In the meantime,
oblivious of the security concerns
computer hardware, communica-
tion and Wi-Fi equipment of
Chinese origin also continue to
flood our markets.

In the end, it would be quite apt
to recall one of the dictums of Sun
Tzu, the classical Chinese war
strategist: The enemy should be so
weakened internally that he crum-
bles and there should be no need for
fighting an actual war. In this back-
ground, it would be interesting to
see what the two sides end up dis-
cussing.

(The writer is a retired Indian
Police Service officer and former
Governor)
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Forensic DNA is the world’s most effec-
tive crime fighting technology. It is
highly accurate and globally accepted
as a premier standard for human iden-
tification from biological evidence. In

fact, the probabilities of potential error are
extremely low, given that the DNA is collected,
preserved and tested accurately. Over 59 coun-
tries have adopted this system to reduce crimes
and they all use a similar technological set-up
for DNA profiling. While most of these coun-
tries have already set up a DNA database, India
is still lagging behind. However, the introduc-
tion of Human DNA Profiling Bill that had been
proposed in Parliament is a step in the right
direction. 

Rape and other sex crimes against women
are a serious societal problem in India. Everyday
the news is filled with violent incidents against
women and children. Even as the crime rate
escalates, the conviction rate, especially in
rape and sexual assault cases, has fallen from
nearly 50 per cent in 2012 to less than 30 per
cent in 2015 in Delhi alone. More than 1.4 lakh
rape cases still stand pending in courts nation-
wide. As per the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB), more than 34,600 rapes were
registered in 2015. 

Significant backlogs exist in the crime labs
with respect to DNA profiling due to lack of
infrastructure and manpower. The situation gets
further aggravated by the lack of a DNA data-
base. A DNA profile generated from a crime case
has no relevance until a suspect’s DNA profile
is available to compare with. In blind cases of
rape and murder, it becomes a very lengthy
process to search for the culprit. At times all the
efforts may not bear fruit at the end. With the
availability of a DNA database, the profile from
a crime case can be quickly compared to the
existing repeat offender samples present in a
database. This can save a lot of time, in addi-
tion to directing the investigation on the right
track. Further, this will also accelerate the inves-
tigation and trial process. 

The DNA Profiling Bill and addressing
associated privacy concerns: Considering the
current scenario on sexual assault in India, the
need for a Human DNA Profiling Bill has been
a topic of debate for over a decade now. Since
its inception, the Bill is riddled with apprehen-
sions such as concerns over potential misuse of
the information in the database; issues with the
rules set on the use of the information stored
in the DNA database, et al. However, to address
these issues, the Bill was deliberated over and
multiple iterations after, it has now been pre-
sented in the Monsoon Session of Parliament.
Further discussions over it will ensue in the
upcoming Winter Session. 

I am going to start with laying emphasis on
what the DNA Bill states. It has clearly defined
rules and regulations on:

��Collection and transportation of crime
scene DNA.

� Stringent quality assurance norms for
DNA labs. 

�� Stringent protocols for access of infor-
mation by law enforcement, legal and judicia-
ry for justice delivery.

�� Identifying missing persons
and unidentified bodies

It is imperative to highlight that,
contrary to popular belief, the DNA
database stores DNA profiles of con-
victed criminals involved in heinous
crimes only. One must not confuse
this with other systems such as
Aadhaar (which is unique number
identity for all residents of India). I am
highlighting this as it is important to
dispel fear from the mind of the mass-
es. The common man is not required
to provide a sample of their DNA. The
DNA database is similar to fingerprint
records of criminals maintained by
fingerprint bureaus at the National
and State level.

Additionally, it is important to
note that the Bill clearly highlights that
DNA sample cannot be collected from
a non-consenting individual without
permission from the magistrate, who
may grant permission based on the sit-
uation. 

Also, a trial court can send the
DNA sample for re-examination if it
is convinced with the accused’s plea.
However, the above protocols are not
applicable to heinous crimes punish-
able by death or crimes that extend 7+
years imprisonment terms. 

Recently, the Ministry of Home
Affairs released a set  of
guidelines/standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) on the collection and
preservation of DNA evidence in
case of sexual assault and rape inves-
tigation. These SOPs will provide
knowledge to the law enforcement as
well as the medical fraternity on the
rules to be followed while collecting,
preserving and transporting crime
scene DNA. 

DNA profiling and the science
involved: Accurately collected, pre-
served and transported crime scene
DNA, when analysed, will produce a
unique DNA profile. To create this
profile, 20 standardised locations are
picked out of over three billion base
pairs from a single DNA strand. The
resulting specimen does not contain
any prognostic information on genet-
ic health or other phenotypic charac-
teristics, such as hair, colour, age, built,
height, intelligence, except the gender.

The DNA secured from the crime
scene is searched against a DNA
database with samples of criminal
DNA profiles. If a match occurs,
only then is the crime lab notified and
the information is shared with the
investigation team. The DNA database
is completely secure — only a hand-
ful of well-qualified and proficient
individuals have authorised access for
the purpose of crime investigation.
Also, the whole database is designed
to protect individual privacy. 

Different countries have different
systems that work compatibly with
their set laws and regulations. The
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI)
Combined DNA Index System
(CODIS) is one such system that suc-
cessfully combines science and tech-
nology to create an effective DNA
analysis/comparison tool. These sys-
tems are specifically designed to
ensure data security. 

CODIS and other similar data
bases in the West have already
addressed issues primarily related to
security and privacy. The use of DNA
database takes the forensic application
of DNA technology in crime investi-
gation to a whole new level.

Unfortunately, India has not yet
tapped into this potential. 

Why the DNA database is  
important: DNA database is the need
of the hour. A repository containing
DNA profiles of criminals makes it
easier for investigators to identify and
arrest offenders in most unsolved
cases, especially sexual assault; it
decreases the chances of repeat
offence. Often, repeat offenders
change location or bide their time
before committing the crime again.
The DNA database will make track-
ing these offenders easy. 

India, though faced with a prob-
lem of serious sexual assault cases, is
not doing enough to ‘collect’, ‘test’ and
‘compare’ DNA from crime scenes,
which amounts to poor conviction
and ver y high pendency rate.
However, the Indian legal system and
investigative agencies are not com-
pletely unfamiliar with DNA case-
work. We have several successful
examples, such as the Nirbhaya gan-
grape case, Gudiya rape and murder
case, the Navi Mumbai paedophile
rape and murder case, and Venkatesh
exoneration case, that indicate effec-
tive use of DNA casework to deliver
justice. 

Though a lot needs to be done to
improve adoption of DNA casework
in the country, there is sufficient proof
to show that law enforcement and
investigative agencies are now pro-
gressing in the right direction. There
are discussions on planning the right
policy and improving infrastructure
support.

(The writer is Assistant Director
DNA, State Forensic Science
Laboratory, Himachal Pradesh)
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After two sessions of massive
gains, the Indian rupee

Monday again tumbled by 67
paise to close at 73.12 against
the US dollar on increased
demand for the American cur-
rency from importers and
unabated foreign fund out-
flows.

On Friday, the rupee
clocked its biggest single-day
gain in over five years, surging
by 100 paise to close at 72.45
against the US dollar. The
domestic currency had gained
150 paise in the previous two
sessions.

Forex traders said the
strengthening of the American
currency against major global
currencies overseas and weak-
ness in the domestic equity
market weighed on the local
unit Monday. After opening
lower at 72.76, the ��plunged to
the day's low of 73.13 and
finally settled for the day at
73.12, down 67 paise over its

previous closing price. "The
rupee continues to remain
under pressure, but the pace of
depreciation has slowed some-
what as the crude oil prices
have softened in the interna-
tional market," Anand Rathi
Shares and Stock Brokers
Research Analyst Rushabh
Maru said adding that "tension
still exists between the RBI and
government which is a matter
of concern". Dealers said
unabated capital outflows by
foreign funds dampened the
sentiment, even as easing crude
oil prices restricted the rupee
fall to some extent. Foreign
funds pulled out �196.90 crore
from the capital markets on a
net basis, while domestic insti-
tutional investors bought shares
worth �852.99 crore Friday,
provisional data showed.
Globally, Brent crude, the inter-
national benchmark, was trad-
ing 0.30 per cent lower at
USD 72.61 per barrel.

According to a Crisil
Research report, the rupee has

fallen sharply against the US
dollar this fiscal, losing nearly
13.8 per cent during April to
October 31, as global head-
winds multiplied and the cur-
rent account deficit widened.

"Risks are tilted on the
downside because rising inter-
est rates in the US could con-
tinue capital outflows from
India, putting pressure on the
rupee," the report noted. 

Meanwhile, the benchmark
BSE Sensex dropped 61 points
and settled below the 35,000
mark Monday, tracking weak
Asian stocks amid uncertainty
around the China-US trade
war. The broader NSE Nifty
settled 29 points, or 0.27 per
cent, down at 10,524. 

The Financial Benchmark
India Private Ltd (FBIL) set the
reference rate for the
rupee/dollar at 73.0740 and for
rupee/euro at 83.2566. The
reference rate for rupee/British
pound was fixed at 94.9845 and 

for rupee/100 Japanese yen
at 64.50. 

'���� 012�+13& 

Gold and jewellery sales are
expected to have gone up

by up to 15 per cent on the aus-
picious occasion of 'Dhanteras'
Monday as consumer demand
revived on reports of further
jump in the yellow metal rates
in the coming weeks.

The buying during the
morning trade remained sub-
dued, but it picked up later as
eager shoppers indulged in
token buying, while some took
delivery of their wedding jew-
ellery. There was more demand
for coins compared to jewellery.

Even organised players like
P C Jewellers and Kalyan
Jewellers are expected to have
seen better sales as quality and
better designs at competitive
prices attracted more footfalls.

Unorganised jewellery
players in India -- the world's
second biggest buyer of the
precious metal -- make up for
roughly 70 per cent of the
country's gold sales.

Dhanteras is considered to
be an auspicious day for buy-

ing gold, silver and other valu-
ables and is largely celebrated
in northern and western parts
of India. The buying continues
till late night. "Consumer
demand has revived on reports
of further increase in gold
rates up to Rs 35,000-40,000
per ten gram in the coming
weeks due to weak rupee. We
estimate sales to be higher by
up to 10 per cent than the year-

ago," All India Gem and
Jewellery Domestic Council
(GJC) Chairman Nitin
Khandelwal. Gold prices are
ruling high at �32,690 per 10
gram Monday in the national
capital as against �30,710 per
10 gram on the Dhanteras day
in 2017. "Anecdotal feedback
from the industry suggests that
though footfalls seems to be
good, demand could be mod-

erate," World Gold Council
(WGC) India Managing
Director Somasundaram PR
said. Among organised players,
P C Jewellers Managing
Director Balram Garg said,
"We are seeing 10 per cent
growth in volumes and 15-18
per cent in value terms com-
pared to last Dhanteras."

There was demand for
both gold and diamond jew-
ellery at its 95 stores spread
across the country, he added.

Kerala-based Kalyan
Jewellers Chairman and
Managing Director TS
Kalyanaraman said, "We have
seen positive momentum this
Dhanteras and are expecting 8-
9 per cent increase in revenue
over last year based on early
data."

The key contributors for
this increase is the steady shift
of clientele from unorganised
to organised players like
Kalyan, he said. The jewellers
operates 100 stores in India.

"We are seeing growth all
across our stores. Footfalls are
gaining momentum from late
afternoon. We are expecting
better sales and a healthy dou-
ble digit growth," Titan

Company Senior Vice
President (retail and marketing
jewellery division) Sandeep
Khulhalli said.

As gold prices are ruling
high, the demand is more for
small to medium size jew-
ellery, especially finger rings,
earrings, bangles among others,
he added. Echoing a similar
trend, WHP Jewellers Director
Aditya Pethe said that the com-
pany has met the expected
sale target with 10-20 per cent
growth in footfall, while Anmol
Jewellers founder Ishu Datwani
said he sees 15-20 per cent
jump in sales on the Dhanteras
day.

Stating that there was surge
in gold and silver coins despite
liquidity crunch and high
prices, Kundan Group Director
Vidit Garg said the company
sees its coin sales to double this
time from 75,000 pieces sold in
the year-ago.

The city-based Khanna
Gems Pvt Ltd Managing
Director Pankaj Khanna said
the company has got into the
bullion business this year and
sold 20 kg of silver coins
Monday. The sales were better
than expectations.
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New Delhi: Excessive compe-
tition at times can result in
stress in a particular sector,
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
said pointing out that these are
challenges of the growing econ-
omy. He also said that with the
growing economy, the role of
each regulator will expand.

"Excessive competition at
times can result in pricing of
nature that the sector of the
economy itself feels stressed
because everybody then tends

to follow the leader," he said at
an event organised by anti-trust
regulator Competition
Commission of India.

"Therefore, what do you do
in a such situation of this kind.
These are all challenges which
are going to emerge as econo-
my moves further and expands
further," he said. If the current
growth rate continues for a
decade or two, he said, Indian
economy expansion is going to
be exponential.

"The size is going to
increase, the size of industry is
going to increase, the size of
services sector will increase and
the role of each regulator while
exercising self restraint will
also expand," he said. 

Explaining the object of the
competition law, the finance
minister said that protection of
consumer interest was a key
pillar of this. "The govern-
ment wanted effective market
players, reasonably optimum in
number so that the consumer
interest is protected. That was
the object of the competition
law when the state withdraws
and leave the economy to mar-
kets. What happens that aber-
ration develops in the market.
So for that purpose, a regula-
tor with a keen eye on the mar-
kets was created and that was
the Competition Commission
of India," he said. 

He also said that procure-
ment, based on the principles
of fairness, transparency and
public interest, will protect the
revenues of the state and make
sure that they are used for opti-
mal purpose. PTI
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Sale of debt-ridden Infrastructure Leasing and
Financial Services (IL&FS) is one of the

options and that seems to be the 'best case sce-
nario' to help the company tide over the crisis,
Corporate Affairs Secretary Injeti Srinivas said
on Monday.

IL&FS, which arranged financing for infra-
structure projects, has amassed huge debts and
its group companies have defaulted on payment
obligations for some.

"Whatever is in the best interest of the stake-
holders, including public interest, will be the fac-
tor which will guide a resolution," he said.

"As far as IL&FS is concerned, I think the
report which has been submitted to the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) articulates the
approach. So, it could be in the best scenario that
IL&FS as a group enterprise is sold as a going
concern," he added. However, there are serious
issues and the likelihood of such an outcome
is limited, he said. The government has seized
control of IL&FS and ordered an inquiry by the
Serious Fraud Investigation Office.

Speaking about other options, he said,
"There are alternative approaches of looking at
separate verticals, and verticals going as one con-
solidated entity. And the last approach is that
you have an asset level sale".
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The rupee may appreciate to 71
against the dollar by March 2019 on

positives like the dip in crude prices and
the USD 75-billion currency swap with
Bank of Japan, says a report.

Pegging 71 to a dollar as its base
case, rating agency Crisil said Monday
there is a 50 per cent probability for the
rupee to be at that level by March 2019.

"The falling oil prices and the cur-
rency swap deal with Japan should pro-
vide some support to the rupee," it said.

The report said there is a 35 per cent
probability for the rupee settling at 74
against the dollar in the same time peri-
od and there is only a 15 per cent like-
lihood of its appreciating to its earlier
target of 68.5 against the greenback.

Over the weekend, it can be noted
that Swiss brokerage UBS had forecast
that the rupee might sink to 76 over the
next three months.

The rising interest rates in the US
is among the biggest risks for the
rupee as capital outflows will continue
in such a scenario, it added.

The � has lost nearly 15 per cent
since April this year, which has seen it
breach lifetime lows against the dollar
of 74.49 against the dollar. It has
regained a bit of the lost ground in the
last few trading sessions.

After two sessions of gains, the
rupee Monday again tumbled by 67
paise to close at 73.12 against the dol-
lar. Crisil argued that the situation is not
similar to the one in the summer of
2013, the last episode of the rupee being
under pressure, when the currency had
lost 27 per cent in a matter of 83 days.

"The rupee depreciation in 2018 has

been less severe than 2013 despite
greater intensity of global shocks," it
said, pointing out that this indicates the
stronger underlying resilience of the
economy relative to 2013.

It said crude oil has already gone up
to USD 75.3 a barrel levels as of
October 31, up from USD 86.1 a bar-
rel on October 4, which should help the
rupee.

However, pressure continues in the
form of rising interest rates in the US,
it said.

At present, global risk aversion is
causing investors to flee emerging mar-
kets and countries with a wider current
account deficit are the most punished
ones, it said.

If the investor appetite changes to
look at emerging markets positively,
India stands better placed with strengths
like higher GDP growth, lower inflation,
high forex cover and better policy sta-
bility, it said.
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India's plastics exports post-
ed a growth of 31.6 per cent

at USD 4.59 billion during the
period April - September 2018
(H12018-19) as against USD
3.48 billion in same period dur-
ing H1 2017-18, registering a
faster pace of growth than the
overall merchandise export
growth from India, as per the
Plastics Export Promotion
Council (Plexconcil).

During H1 2018-19, India
reported merchandise exports
worth USD 164.04 billion, up
12.5 per cent from USD 145.75
billion in H1 2017-18.

According to Plexconcil,
plastics formed 2.80 per cent of
India's overall merchandise
exports in H12018-19. The
growth in India's plastics
export has been primarily
boosted by higher shipment of
plastic raw materials, plastic
sheet, film, plates, and pack-
aging materials. During H1
2018-19, 23 out of the top 25
destination countries recorded
year-on-year growth in plastics
export from India. Exports to
China, Vietnam and Mexico
witnessed high growth rates
ranging between 70-140 per
cent during the H1 2018-19
period, association said in a
statement here. 

"China, United States and
United Arab Emirates contin-
ue to be top-3 destinations for
India's plastics products. These
three countries accounted for
27.5 per cent of India's plastics
product exports, by value, dur-
ing H1 2018-19. And we added
new destination countries for
plastics export which includes
French Guiana, Guam, Kiribati
Republic, Lesotho, Marshall
Island, Mayotte, Monaco,
Nauru Republic and United
States Virgin Islands,"
Plexconcil chairman Ravish B
Kamath said. 

"In the first half of 2018-19,
the trend in plastic exports
from India has been very pos-
itive with a strong year-on-year
growth vis-a-vis 2017-18 with
August 2018 topping USD 800
million and registering 38.1 per
cent y-o-y growth. India's plas-
tics exports in H1 2018-19
were boosted by higher
exports, especially to North-
East Asia, Africa, European
Union, Asean, South Asia, and
North America," Plexconcil
executive director Sribash
Dasmohapatra said.

"Having achieved a supe-
rior growth in H1 2018-19, we
are confident of surpassing
our export target of USD 10.6
billion in 2018-19 for products
under the purview of our coun-
cil. We laud the government's
support and outreach initiative
for the micro, small and medi-
um enterprises (MSME) sector
that was unveiled recently.
Since MSMEs form the back-
bone of our economy, the ini-
tiatives in the form of easier
access to credit of upto �1 crore
within 59 minutes, and increase
in interest rebate from 3 to 5
per cent for exporters, among
others are steps in the right
direction," Kamath said.

The country's plastics
industry offers potential in
terms of capacity, infrastructure
and skilled manpower, the
release said. 
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RLF LIMITED
Regd. Office: 14 Kms. Gurugram Pataudi Road,

Village Jhund Sarai Veeran, Distt. Gurugram
(Haryana). CIN: L74999HR1979PLC032747

Tel: 011-26258237, 49075251 E-Mail: investor-
relations@rlfltd.com, www.rlfltd.com.

In pursuance of Regulation 29 of the
Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) Regulations, 2015, notice is
hereby given that 03rd /2018-19 meeting of
the Board of Directors of the RLF Limited will
be held on Tuesday, the 13th day of
November, 2018 at 12:00 noon at D-41,
South Extension, Part-II, New Delhi-110049
to consider and take on record inter alia, the
Standalone and Consolidated un-audited
Financial results for the quarter and half year
ended 30th September, 2018.

For RLF Limited
Sd/-

Place: Gurugram, Haryana Twinkle Jain
Date : 05th November, 2018      Company Secretary
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New Delhi: Gems and jewellers’ body GJC Monday condemned harass-

ment of jewellers by government officials ahead of Diwali and demanded
that the Centre should circulate standard norms to check goods in transit.
The All India Gem and Jewellery Domestic Council (GJC) is a national trade
federation for the promotion and growth of trade in gems and jewellery across
India. Several incidents across states have come to light wherein the police,
income tax officials and GST officials have conducted “illegal raids” on jew-
ellers, especially the small and medium sized players, it said.  This has caused
mental torture and harassment at a time when jewellers are grappling with
low sales during the festive season. “There have been complaints that the offi-
cials are indulging in nepotism and bribes,” the GJC alleged. “As the gem and
jewellery industry is trying to get organised and become compliant, small
and medium sized jewellers are being deliberately targeted and we are wit-
nessing no ease of business," GJC chairman Nitin Khandelwal said in a state-
ment. Since officials cannot visit shops, they are harassing at different places
during transit even though jewellers have been following due procedures,
he alleged. “We request the government to issue a final standard operating
procedures and process of of the goods in transit and circulate across all the
departments such as GST, police, Railway Protection Force (RPF), Directorate
General of Goods & Services Tax Intelligence (DGGSTI), Income Tax etc,”
Khandelwal said. GJC said small town jewellers from Nagpur, Bhusawal, Itarsi
and Kandwa regions of Maharashtra amongst others, who buy from the whole-
sale markets such as Zaveri Bazaar in Mumbai, have complained that they
have been harassed in trains enroute while they were heading to their respec-
tive towns. According to local jewellers, six raids have been conducted in
Thane district of Maharashtra in the last few days.  Khandelwal recalled that
that the Union Finance Ministry had during the GST adoption process assured
jewellers that under no circumstances will inspector raj be levied nor will
jewellers be subjected to harassment of any kind. 
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New Delhi: The country's largest lender SBI Monday reported 69 per

cent decline in consolidated net profit to �576.46 crore in the second quar-
ter ended September 30. The bank's net profit was �1,840.43 crore in the July-
September quarter of previous fiscal. The bank had reported a net loss of
�4,875.85 crore in the first quarter of the current fiscal due to higher pro-
visioning for bad loans. Its total income (consolidated) rose to �79,302.72
crore in the quarter under review, compared to �74,948.51 crore in the year-
ago period, State Bank of India (SBI) said in a regulatory filing. On asset qual-
ity, the gross non-performing assets (NPA) of the bank rose to 9.95 per cent
of the gross advances as on September 30, 2018 from 9.83 per cent a year
ago. Net NPAs or bad loans stood at 4.84 per cent of the net advances, down
from 4.53 per cent.
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The government Monday
approved guidelines for

�500-crore ‘Operation Greens’
programme to boost produc-
tion and processing of tomato,
onion and potato as part of an
objective to check price volatil-
ity in these three key kitchen
staples. “The Ministry of Food
Processing Industries under
Union Minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal has approved the
operationalisation strategy for
‘Operation Greens’ today,” an
official statement said.

The programme was
announced in the Union
Budget 2018-19 with an outlay
of �500 crore to stabilise the
supply and prices of tomato,
onion and potato (TOP) crops.

“Price volatility of TOP

crops wreaks havoc in the
households of this country.
This is a revolutionary scheme
which has evolved after sus-
tained dialogue with all stake-
holders and we have decided
the strategy to stabilise prices
of TOP crops and to make sure
that TOP crops reach all
households in the country
round the year,” Badal said.

The government has laid
down special measures and
grants-in-aid under the scheme
to ensure enhanced production
of TOP crops and to augment
value chain, she added.

The ‘Operation Greens’
programme was announced to
promote farmer producers
organisations, agri-logistics,
processing facilities and pro-
fessional management.

The major objectives of

this programme include
enhancing sales realisation of
farmers growing these crops by
strengthening production clus-
ters and their FPOs, and link-
ing/connecting them with the
market. It also seeks “price sta-
bilisation for producers and
consumers by proper produc-
tion planning in the TOP clus-
ters and introduction of dual
use varieties”.

The scheme aims to reduce
post-harvest losses by creation
of farm gate infrastructure,
agro-logistics and storage
capacity. It would help increase
processing capacities and value
addition.  A market intelligence
network would also be estab-
lished to collect and collate
real-time data on demand and
supply and price of these crops. 

“The pattern of assistance

will comprise of grants-in-aid
at the rate of 50 per cent of the
eligible project cost in all areas,
subject to maximum �50 crore
per project," the statement said.

However, in case of FPOs,
the grant-in-aid will be at the
rate of 70 per cent of the eligi-
ble project cost in all areas, sub-
ject to maximum �50 crore per
project. The eligible organisa-
tion for availing financial assis-
tance would include State
Agriculture and other
Marketing Federations, Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPO),
cooperatives, companies, Self-
help groups, food processors,
logistic operators, service
providers, supply chain opera-
tors, retail and wholesale chains
and central and state govern-
ments and their entities/organ-
isations. 
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Baba Ramdev-led Patanjali Ayurved on Monday
forayed into the fast growing branded appar-

el segment through its brand ‘Paridhan’ and
expects a sale of around �1,000 crore next fiscal.

The Haridwar-based firm plans to open
around 100 outlets of Paridhan by the end of this
fiscal and have a network of around 500 stores by
March 2020, mostly on franchise model. It has
introduced three brands — Livfit, Aastha and
Sanskar — targeting customers across all age
groups. “This year, we would have a network of
100 stores ranging between 500-2,500 sq feet. We
are aiming a turnover of around �1,000 crore in
the next fiscal,” said Baba Ramdev. He added: “It
would also be available online by next year. We
are working on it.”

While Sanskar would be a range of menswear,
Aastha is a women’s brand and Livfit would have
a range of sportswear and Yoga dresses.

“Our target is to compete with multination-
al companies in this field such as Adidas, Puma,”
he said adding the Paridhan range would be
around 30-40 per cent cheaper and would target
ordinary people.

The company may plan to have standalone
store of its three brands, depending on the
catchment area and availability of space, said K
M Singh, who is heading the apparel business of
Patanjali. According to Ramdev, in textile indus-
try, 90 per cent sales is through unorganised seg-
ment and the branded segment accounts only 10
per cent, in which there is hardly any Indian brand.
“We want ordinary people to feel proud of wear-
ing domestic brand,” he added.

Besides, Paridhan would have a range of arti-
ficial jewellery and wedding clothes which would
be at least 40 per cent cheaper than rivals, he
claimed. Range of Patanjali jeans would start from
�500, shirt (�500-1,700). Paridhan would have
around 1,100 options along with 3,500 SKUs of
menswear, womenswear, kidswear, denim and
accessories.
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New Delhi: S&P Global

Ratings Monday said most of its
rated Indian companies and
banks can withstand the recent
sharp depreciation in the rupee,
but a deep and sustained decline
could squeeze their margins.
S&P Global Ratings, in a report,
said most emerging market
issuers are buffered against fur-
ther currency depreciation and

do not face immediate down-
grade risk from currency depre-
ciation.

In India, most rated Indian
corporates and banks can with-
stand the recent sharp depreci-
ation in the rupee since their
overseas borrowings either have
dollar-linked earnings or are
hedged, S&P said.

Indian rupee has fallen over

12 per cent this year and is cur-
rently hovering around 73 to a
US dollar. “Nevertheless, a deep
and sustained decline in the cur-
rency could have broader eco-
nomic effects on Indian corpo-
rates, including through knock-
on effects of inflation and high-
er imported commodity costs
squeezing margins. This would
also result in an adverse impact

on bank's asset quality, and
may delay the recovery of
Indian banks,” S&P said. S&P
Global Ratings said that it sees
low risk from currency depre-
ciation for companies in India,
China and the rest of Southeast
Asia and South Africa, while
those in Argentina and Turkey
are the most vulnerable to
depreciation.                     PTI
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The sons of murdered Saudi
journalist Jamal Khashoggi

have appealed to Riyadh to
return the body of their father
so that the grieving family can
bury him in a cemetery in the
holy city of Medina with the
rest of his clan.

Khashoggi was brutally
killed inside Saudi Arabia’s
consulate in Istanbul by a hit
squad sent from Riyadh on
October 2. 

Authorities in Turkey are
still searching for Khashoggi’s
remains. Last week, the Turkish
chief prosecutor’s office said the
59-year-old’s body was dis-
membered after he was stran-
gled, while the Washington
Post reported investigators
were looking into the theory
that the body was dissolved in
acid. 

Salah and Abdullah
Khashoggi, who called their
father “courageous, generous
and very brave,” said they have
endured weeks of anguish and
uncertainty following his dis-
appearance and death.

“I really hope that whatev-
er happened wasn’t painful for
him, or it was quick. Or he had
a peaceful death,” Abdullah
Khashoggi, 33, told CNN in
Washington with his brother,
Salah, 35.

Without their father’s body,
the brothers say their family is

unable to grieve or find closure.
“All what we want right

now is to bury him in Al-Baqi
(cemetery) in Medina (Saudi
Arabia) with the rest of his fam-
ily,” Salah said.

“I talked about that with
the Saudi authorities and I just
hope that it happens soon.”

Saudi Arabia has present-
ed an evolving narrative about
what happened to Khashoggi,
a Saudi citizen, when he
entered the consulate to get
papers for his wedding with a
Turkish national. 

Saudi authorities initially
denied all knowledge of his fate
before later admitting that a
group of rogue operators, many
part of Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman’s inner
circle, were responsible. 

Riyadh has maintained that
neither bin Salman nor his
father, King Salman, knew of
the operation to target
Khashoggi.

But what has really come to

trouble his two sons, their two
sisters and their mother are the
lies, they say, that have sprung
up since Khashoggi’s death.

Abdullah and Salah
emphasised that their father
was not a dissident and has
been misunderstood and inten-
tionally misrepresented for
political reasons.

“Jamal was a moderate
person. He was liked by every-
body. He had differences and
common values with every-
one,” Salah said, describing
Khashoggi as a genuine, happy
person and an “amazing”
father. “I see a lot of people
coming out right now and try-
ing to claim his legacy and
unfortunately some of them are
using that in a political way that
we totally don’t agree with.”

“Public opinion is impor-
tant... But my fear is that it’s
being over politicised. People
are throwing analysis that may
direct us away from the truth”,
Salah said.
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The US on Monday imposed
“the toughest ever” sanc-

tions on a defiant Iran aimed at
altering the Iranian regime’s
“behaviour”, even as the Trump
administration dodged a ques-
tion whether it has got firm
commitments from India and
China to stop all oil purchases
from Tehran within six
months.

The sanctions cover Iran’s
banking and energy sectors
and reinstate penalties for coun-
tries and companies in Europe,
Asia and elsewhere that do not
halt Iranian oil imports.

The sanctions follow US
President Donald Trump’s con-
troversial decision in May to
abandon the 2015 multi-nation
nuclear deal with Tehran.

President Trump says that
he wants to get Iran back to the
negotiating table on the nuclear
issue. The Trump administra-
tion also says it wants to stop
what it calls Tehran’s “malign”
activities including cyber
attacks, ballistic missile tests,
and support for terror groups
in the Middle East

India and China -- the

two biggest buyers of Iranian
crude, have so far appeared to
have skipped the punitive
American sanctions targeting
the Iranian oil and financial
sectors. The two Asian giants
are believed to be among the
eight countries that have been
given the rare temporary
exemptions from the Iranian
sanctions that kicked off on
Monday.

The Trump administra-
tion said it has asked these
countries including Turkey,
Iraq, Italy, Japan and South
Korea to bring down their oil
purchase to zero as soon as
possible.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, during a talk show on
Fox News, refused to reveal
which countries received
waivers from US sanctions to
continue importing Iranian oil. 

But he said the eight
unidentified nations “need a lit-
tle bit more time to get to zero.” 

He repeatedly parried
questions when asked about the
commitment from India and
China on zero-oil purchase
from Iran.

“Watch what we do. Watch
as we’ve already taken more

crude oil off the market than
any time in previous history.
Watch the efforts that President
Trump’s policies have achieved.
We’ve done all of this, too,
while making sure that
American consumers don’t suf-
fer,” he said, as he avoided giv-
ing a direct answer on India
and China.

“I am very confident that
the sanctions that will be re-
imposed this Monday, not only
the crude oil sanctions, that the
financial sanctions that are
being put in place by the
Treasury Department and over
600 designations of individuals
and companies in Iran will have
the intended effect to alter the
Iranian regime’s behaviour.
That’s our expectation. It’s the
reason for President Trump’s
policy,” he asserted.

India, which is the second
biggest purchaser of Iranian oil
after China, is willing to restrict
its monthly purchase to 1.25
million tonnes or 15 million
tonnes in a year (300,000 bar-
rels per day), down from 22.6
million tonnes (452,000 barrels
per day) bought in 2017-18
financial year, sources in New
Delhi had said last week.
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Sri Lankan Speaker Karu
Jayasuriya on Monday

slammed President Maithripala
Sirisena’s “unconstitutional and
undemocratic” actions to sack
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe and suspend
Parliament, saying he will not
recognise Mahinda Rajapaksa
as the new premier unless he
wins a floor test.

The tough statement from
Jayasuriya came after Sirisena
announced on Sunday that
parliament would reconvene on
November 14, a week later
than he had promised.

The Speaker said Sirisena
had gone back on previous
commitments to recall parlia-
ment on November 7.

In the statement released
on Monday, Jayasuriya said
116  Members of Parliament
have submitted a petition to
him stating that the changes
made in Parliament recently by
President Sirisena are “uncon-

stitutional and undemocrat-
ic.” 

Their call for Parliament to
be summoned immediately
was also “extremely reasonable”,
he said.

“In the name of justice
and fair play I have to declare
my position to the world that
when a majority has pointed
out that rights of the MPs
have been usurped by pre-
venting the lawful convening of
Parliament,” Jayasuriya said.

“A majority in parliament
has requested that all changes
made have been unconstitu-
tional and against the tradi-
tions. 

They have urged me to
recognise the status quo which
prevailed prior to these
changes. 

“As such I have to recognise
the status quo which prevailed
before until the new party
would be able to prove their
majority,” Jayasuriya said, mak-
ing it clear that he wants a par-
liamentary floor test. 
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The former leader of a
resource-rich eastern

Malaysian state was charged on
Monday with allegedly receiv-
ing bribes for the award of tim-
ber concessions amid a widen-
ing crackdown on abuse by for-
mer officials.

Musa Aman, who was
chief minister of Sabah state on
Borneo island from 2003 until
the ouster of scandal-tainted
Prime Minister Najib Razak’s
government in May’s general
election, is the latest high-
ranking official to be prose-
cuted.

Musa, 67, was detained
Monday by the anti-graft
agency before being taken to
court. He pleaded not guilty to
35 counts of corruption for
allegedly receiving a total of
USD 63.3 million in Hong
Kong and Singapore through
proxies between 2004 and 2008
in exchange for timber 
contracts. 
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Saudi Arabia insisted at the
UN on Monday that its

investigation into the killing of
journalist Jamal Khashoggi
would be “fair”, amid a barrage
of criticism from countries
over the brutal murder.

The half-day public debate
at the UN Human Rights
Council in Geneva comes just
over a month after the royal
insider-turned-critic was mur-
dered in the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul.

Turkey confirmed last
week that Khashoggi was
strangled as soon as he entered
the consulate on October 2 as
part of a planned hit, and his
body was then dismembered
and destroyed.
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The UK Government on
Monday announced a

relaxation of recruitment cri-
teria to allow Commonwealth
nationals to apply for jobs in its
armed forces to meet a short-
age in its ranks, a move that
could also benefit Indians.

The decision announced
by the Ministry of Defence
(MoD) means that people from
Commonwealth countries —
including India, Australia,
Kenya, Fiji and Sri Lanka —
will be considered for roles,
even if they have never lived in
Britain. The Commonwealth is
an association of 53 indepen-
dent states that are mostly for-
mer territories of the British
Empire. The MoD laid out the
proposals in a written minis-
terial statement before
Parliament, which involves a
waiver of the current require-
ment of a minimum of five-
year residency in the UK for
applying to join the Army.
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UNITED LEASING & INDUSTRIES LTD.
Regd.Office : Plot No.66, Sector-34, 

EHTP, Gurgaon, Haryana.
CIN : L65910HR1983PLC033460, 
Phone:011-26258237,49075251

email. Id: investorrelations@ulilltd.com, website: ulilltd.com.

COMPANY NOTICE
In pursuance of Regulation 29 of the Securities

and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations
and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015,
notice is hereby given that 03rd/2018-19 meeting
of the Board of Directors of the United Leasing &
Industries Ltd. will be held on Tuesday the 13th
November, 2018 at 01.00 P.M. at Corporate
Office  at D-41 South Extension Part-II, New Delhi-
110049 to consider and take on record inter alia,
the Un-Audited Financial Results for the  second
quarter and half year ended on 30th September,
2018.

For United Leasing & Industries Ltd.
Sd/-

Place: New Delhi Mansi Mehta
Date : 05th November, 2018. Company Secretary 
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This Diwali look radiant and pamper your
skin. Begin with the cleanse, tone, mois-

turise and hydrate regime so that the canvas
is ready to be made into a vibrant  painting
perfect for the occassion.

�����
A primer plays a pivotal role in a

makeover. Use a matte primer to create the
perfect base to your makeup. Following the
primer, conceal the imperfections like dark cir-
cle uneven skin tone with a matte clay con-
cealer. Blend it using a makeup brush or
sponge. Wait till it settles. Use two shades of
compact one lighter and other darker. The
lighter one for the T-zone and darker one on
the C zone to get the perfect sculpted look.

�����
Use a shade-adjusting contour with a

blusher brush on the hollow of the cheek. To
make your contour more intense use a bronze
bronzing powder on it. For the luminous gold-
en glow on your skin follow with an all-in-one
blusher for natural and instant radiance. Use a
highlighter to create perfect gradation highlight
on your cheekbone. With the help of a fan brush
gently apply a shimmer wave on the temples of
your face.

����
Begin doing up your eyes with a matte

base for longer staying makeup. Use a matte
clay concealer with the appropriate colour to
conceal the under eyelid. Take a drop of a
higlighter and blend with a blender brush.
Apply a dark brown eyeshadow in the outer
corner of the eye, for more intensity add a
darker shade like black with a fluffy blending
brush to give a contour look to your eye.
Follow that up with a lighter brown in the
inner corner of the eye. On your waterline
apply a matte kajal and on the lower lashline
apply a black eyeshadow and  blend the shad-
ow slightly. Use a lighter shade from the
Shimmer wave Coral palette. Finish the eyes
by using a mascara for full volume. Groom
your eyebrows with a 3-in-1 definer for
intense application and apply transparent mas-
cara to fix it.

���
Remove the dead skin using a lip scrub

before application of the lipstick. Use a use lip
primer to prepare your a base and follow that
with a 2-in-1 eye definer brown all over the
lip to give the perfect look. Apply a matte liq-
uid lipstick in pink for the perfect pink brown
nude shade for the Indian skin.
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The festival of Diwali means
showing appreciation for
near and dear ones but

material gifts like boxes of sweets
aren’t the only method to sow a
thought of care. Gift the people
you love with your time and the
gift of health instead and see their
faces light up. 

During this time, the city
turns into a gas chamber and
protecting people from the pol-
lution is a duty we should take
seriously. Gift your family and
friends with PM 2.5 masks to

make sure that  they stay
safe.The elderly need more care
and adding plants to your
indoors and restricting exposure
to fumes of firecrackers are the
perfect way to keep them well,
according to Dr.  Manreet
Kahlon, COO IVH SeniorCare.

To boost their immunity,
give them plenty of fluids and
avoid fatty foods, more so, on
the days prior to the festival.
Besides, certain food items like
apples, apricots, broccoli, wal-
nuts, and beans contain a good

amount of antioxi-
dants and are good
for lung health
and immunity,
he added.
“Elderly  are
badly hit by
the pollution
demon every
year. Hospitals
register a rise
in hospital
admissions on
account of respi-
rator y diseases
during this time.
Most of the read-
missions are on
account of exacer-
bation of already
existing respiratory dis-
eases. Around 15 per cent of our
home care patients move to
hospitals every year this time”,
said Kahlon. 

Gift the elderly with
earplugs to keep noise
pollution at bay, keep

them indoors and
instead spend time
with them talking.
The elderly seek
company and this
is  the perfect

occassion to make
t ime from your

busy schedules to
ring in the festivity

together.  You can
spend time at NGOs

like HelpAge India and
AgeWell Foundation to
brighten up the days of
senior citizens.   

There’s a large chunk of
the population with no access

to proper meals while most of us
spend lavish amounts on food
and gifts. Spend some time and
money on feeding the under

underprivileged. Contribute
towards lighting up their homes
instead of spending thousands
on firecrackers that add to the
rising pollution level in the city.
Support a noble cause within
your capabilities by donating
what you can afford. NGOs
that care for blind, deaf, orphans
or autistic people need a help-
ing hand and a contribution no
matter how small will feel more
fulfilling than spending it on
firecrackers. 

Corporate entities are also
doing their bit to help NGOs.
HCL Technologies partnered
with an NGO to set up festive
stalls inside the campus and
proceeds from the sales will be
donated to HCL’s Power of One
Initiative - a daily one-rupee
donation program by HCL
employees for social causes. E-
commerce websites like Myntra
and Jabong, brought in NGOs to

conduct a Diwali Mela at the
office while Signify India, for-
merly known as Philips Lighting
India, is facilitating activities so
that employees could donate
clothes and monetary help for
financing rural schools. 

The corporate  hub
Worldmark Aerocity has creat-
edgreen walls for its three tow-
ers, made-up of over 2300 plants
and 4000 creepers  which
include varieties such as croton,
song of India, peace lilly, dryce-
na, China palm, sangoniyam,
aegloniyama, oriental lilly, green
disbud, dandela, bottle brush to
help the inhabitants breathe
freely.

It is up to you how you want
to make the planet and your
home brighter. You could be
spending your money or your
time, but with either make sure
that every minute and rupee
counts. 

It’s that time of the year when relatives and friends keep visit-
ing your home for gifting, reunions, and card parties.

Undoubtedly, you want your house to look the best. Here are
some ideas you can incorporate in styling your home this Diwali.

��� !�"��#$���%�������
Simple decorative items go a long way making your home feel
festive ready. It is not only important to decorate the outdoors,
but also beautifying the interiors. Some of the best options could
be terracota outdoor vase from Fabuliv, wooden candle stand.
You could also place models of hand-painted colourful kettle,
rickshaw and cycle, made from recycled material, by Kala Drishti.
Other options are the animal planters made in shapes of ani-
mals like squirrels, cats, camels, frogs, dogs and birds. Another
is from Ansavv Home Decor — stylish book end set in subtle
silver brass with galloping stallions on both ends, just for horse
lovers and book connoisseurs.

������� "��� ��$ �
Just like indoors, lighting is crucial and
can make or break your backyard oasis.
Outdoor chandeliers with pleasant light-
ing can also be the way. Options for
vibrant lighting could wooden candle
stands, colourful pierced lanterns,
shaped in kandeels and stars, hanging
from the roof, and various lamps and
decorated diyas.

�$�����������#&�$�
Getting fresh flowers could be a little
tedious everyday when it comes to dec-
oration. Artificial flowers could be the
safe way. With colourful artificial flow-
ers, you could keep your interiors full
of colours and give it a natural vibe.

��$����� "������# �
Cushions and carpets are the most
attractive features when it comes to setting up your living rooms.

To bring in a festive touch, use
of multi-coloured cushions

and carpets with various
patterns could be the
best options.

$� !#���# ����
� �$� ���
It is not only a festival of

lights, but also a festival
of all colours beautiful.
While diyas would
brighten your homes, a
colourful rangoli at the
entrance would give it a
traditional and ethnic
touch. The traditional

rangoli gets a twist as you
can add different elements

such as diyas, earthen pots,
etc., around it.
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When it comes to Aamir Khan, it is not sur-
prising that the method actor is setting

another example by sporting earrings and a nose
ring for the Thugs of Hindostan role. 
He got pierced for playing the flamboyant and
smooth talking Firangi in his forthcoming film.
The actor was extremely involved in the styling
of his character with costume designers Rushi
and Manoshi.

He reveals, “When I started working on the
character, I felt that he (Firangi) should have a
nose pin. It was something that was very instinc-
tive for me. When I’m playing a character, I want
to try and feel that I am the character as much
as possible. When I live with all of this,
whether its the nose ring or the ear studs, it

becomes a part of me.”
Director Vijay Krishna Acharya (Viktor)

credits Aamir’s dedication to be Firangi by say-
ing, “I have seen him go through all the pierc-
ings and it was really a  brave attempt on his
part.”

The costume designers highlight that Aamir
took the heaviest nose pin with the thickest wire
despite knowing it would hurt him that much
more while piercing. “There were a hundred
nose pins but he chose the one with the thick-
est wire and the heaviest in weight,” they say.

The film, starring Amitabh Bachchan,
Fatima Sana Shaikh and Katrina Kaif, is set to
release on November 8 in Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu. 
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Hollywood star Chris Hemsworth was over-
whelmed when he saw cars, auto-rick-

shaws and bikes criss-crossed causing a traffic jam
in front of his car, a scene he described as a “beau-
tiful chaos.” Nevertheless, he has expressed grat-
itude for the love he has received in the country.

“Beyond thankful for the kindness and gen-
erosity that the people of India have extended to
us while making our little film here,” Hemsworth
posted on Instagram along with three pho-

tographs in which he is sur-
rounded by fans, especially
children.

In one image, he is seen
clicking a selfie with the

crowd, while in one, he
has warmly held on to
some children’s hands.

Hemsworth, who
plays Thor, is in India
to shoot Netflix film
Dhaka. A latest
Instagram Story shared

by him, shows him
panning the camera to
the outside scene from
the backseat of his car.

In another video cap-
tioned “Traffic is flowing”,
he says, “It's a good system
this one... Here we are in
the intersection, and no
one is really moving,
except our car going on the
wrong side of the road...
What is happening? Oh,
the tuk tuks are out... The
horns are on.”

Hemsworth flew to India last
week. He started shooting for
Dhaka on November 3, and
shared some glimpses from on
and off the sets with his
Instagram followers.

He especially loved a “wel-
come package” in his hotel room.
It included an edible chocolate
picture frame with his Thor look,
and a chocolate version of Thor’s
iconic hammer.

The actor is likely to also shoot
in Mumbai for the film, which is
reportedly an action film in which the
he plays a character that has to liberate a kid-
napped Indian boy. Physically brave but an emo-
tional coward, the man has to come to terms with
his identity and sense of self. —IANS
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In the summer of 2009 when
his film Bioscope released
award-winning film director

and artist KM Madhusudan
said, “Paintings have an eye to
cinema.” Nine years hence his
Granite Lamp and Mirror at
Vadehra’s in Delhi stuns art afi-
cionados. With a practice that
revolves around India’s film
history, colonial period and
contemporary war politics the
rooms at the gallery morph into
multiple narratives. The direc-
tor uses cinema as an archive
and its space as a repository of
memory.

�		�������������

He weaves narrative and non-
linear storytelling to probe
India’s multiple histories. With
Rembrandt’s chiaroscuro, Goya’s
ghouls, Kerala’s darkened
tableaus of Marxist and Maoist
legacies, this show is the stuff of
cinematic allegories and in the
hands of this artist, history
refuses to die. The canvasses run
like cinematic essays, replete
with elements and surreal
strands.

Marx Archive deals with
temporal ruins, an incremental
build up of schisms, the Lenin
headgear is worn by a dhoti-clad
bulbous bellied individual who
poses in front of the camera.
“Identities don’t matter, only
one’s affiliation to Communist
manifestoes mattered in those
days,” says he. “It is the after-
math of what happens to soci-
ety amidst the beliefs of ide-

alogues,” he adds The stealth of
death writ large, Lenin becomes
a recurring symbol.

���������
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In Emotion Pictures it is the
medium of communication that
is so integral it becomes the
message of iconoclastic imagery
replete with objects and loud
speakers. “Everything I create is
born of history, but it is also a
statement against practices,
against the many accepted
norms in society’s social struc-
tures,” says he. “Granite Stone
and Mirror is an engagement
with questions of image-making
and identity. I look at it through
the lens of politics,” affirms the
artist. “My title is born from Sri
Narayana Guru’s revolutionary
socio-religious interventions in
the public realm. My works are
a conversation with and mirror-
ing of Narayana Guru’s
Atmopadesa Satakam or One
Hundred Verses on Self-
Instruction,” he adds. 

Two dramatic series come
to the fore, the first is The
Archaeology of Cinema and the
second the Hunters in the Desert
series. “When I create my series
its about the dialectics of
philosophies,” says
Madhusudan. “I create images
that point to the reality that lies
within certain cultures (in this
case Kerala), socio cultural
practices and so my art devel-
ops from systems of meaning
analogous to language.” 

In the Archaeology of

Cinema series there is one trip-
tych that has three female faces,
striking portraits with an aura
of romance and beauty, evoking
Ravi Varma. But it is Hunters in
the Desert series created as
three light boxes that becomes
compelling for its flavour of
colonial legacies and the inim-
itable entry of Vasco da Gama
to Kerala. The ship, the crown
and the image of Vasco da
Gama form a compelling series
of compositional characters that
are born out of the artist’s vora-
cious reading habits. His ele-
ments are not conventionally
beautiful, but they are stirring to
a point of contemplative artic-
ulation, as they enhance artis-
tic communication by the con-
trasts they provide. 

�������

“Materials are a natural part of
my evolution,” says the artist. In
the Hunters in the Desert series
his use of charcoal, ink, and
sepia wash all coalesce to form
a spectral moment against the

goat skin that is tied with
threads to the light box frame.
“You could think of lamb
slaughter, you could think of the
shadows of the past in the
smudged shadings, everything
is about the chapter of history
in Kerala that was shaped
because of the odysseys,” says
the artist. “There was a light-
house near my home on the
beach in Alleppey and it always
created imagery for the imagi-
nation, from hoary to ghoul-like
images I was always preoccu-
pied with the fantasies that it
bore out in my recesses. In the
past, I have always used charcoal
to enhance the narrative that I

want to present. Darkness of
charcoal has multiple purposes
because it offers so many mean-
ings,” he says.

“For me art is an engage-
ment with age-old traditions
and cultural identities, so I
used the art of Tholpavakoothu
or shadow puppetry in Kerala,
adapting the technique to cre-
ate perforated goat-skin canvas-
es with charcoal and ink to cre-
ate the Lightbox series. I used
light as a medium because it has
become a touchstone in philos-
ophy for me. Starkness and
darkness both become allies in
my narrative because I am con-
stantly searching for metaphors

that run through time. So the
ephemeral and the ethereal
both become my allies,” he
adds. 

His piece de resistance is
Archaeology of Cinema, a large
charcoal on paper that fashions
a corpse with a single wing. He
restrains charcoal, plays with its
nuances to create a macabre
world in which the organs spill
out but they are translated into
objects and the eagle’s wing on
top of the corpse with two
nails, a metaphor for freedom in
the darkness of the night.
Techniques surface as articula-
tions of antithetical discourse,
intriguing how he mutes the
scratching and stroking to cre-
ate corollaries that are skeletal
and tactile but shorn of flesh.
And the drapes of the corpse
have that Renaissance period air
of theatrics. 
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When asked if he was actually
dealing with satires of circum-
stance he smiles and says, “My
works become a summation of
experiences and fantasies and
my reading habits, it’s more
about delving into the ‘state of
things’ as I like to question the
‘appearance of things’, even as
it presents paradigm shifts from
the enunciation of the voice to
the visual and physical manifes-
tations between artworks and
the people who belong to the
pages of history.”

His direct reference to
Spanish artist Francisco Goya in
the show points to his deeper
understanding of the old mas-
ters. “Goya was an astute
observer of the world and his
art responded directly to the
tumultuous events of his day,
from liberations to the suppres-
sions, to the horrors of war. I
have been impressed by his
inventiveness and political
engagement and that is what I
try to reflect in my works but
in a modernist canon,” states
Madhusudan as he gets ready to
go back to Kerala, to film a cin-
ematic narrative on the recent
floods. The show at Vadehra’s is
a testimony to the truth that art
has to carry a message of
canonical sublimity and literary
fecundity; inspire and echo
life’s profundities in untold
ways.

When Amrita Sher-Gil died
in 1941, her life was like an

unfinished song, like a riven lute.
We shall not see the like of her
again,’ Charles Fabri, the original
owner of The Little Girl in Blue,
who is believed to have become
the artist’s lover, had said about
her. And now, this exquisite
painting will be offered for sale at
Sotheby’s in Mumbai in an
extremely rare appearance of the
artist’s work at auction.

Painted in India in December
1934, when the artist was just 21,
The Little Girl in Blue is believed
to depict Babit, the artist’s second
cousin and the granddaughter of
the eminent politician Sunder
Singh. This is only the third oil
painting by Sher-Gil to come to
auction in India, and the seventh
offered anywhere in the world.
The painting has been in the same
family collection ever since it was
acquired at the artist’s first solo
show in 1937 by Fabri, an eminent
art critic. 

This painting and its com-
panion works were unveiled in
November 1937 at Faletti’s Hotel
in Lahore. The landmark exhibi-
tion had changed the perception
of Indian audiences towards con-
temporary art.

Embodying a bohemian
combination of East and West,
Sher-Gil’s work belonged to no
particular school or style of paint-
ing. She forged a revolutionary
new path informed by her expe-
riences in Hungary, Paris and
India, creating a body of work that
was simultaneously aggressively
modern and decidedly Indian.

“There exist few, if any
comparisons in the history of art
to Amrita Sher-Gil. The influ-
ence she wielded in her tragical-

ly short life was enormous.
With her avant-garde approach,
not only in her technique and
style, but in her presentation of
female subjects, she shaped the
future art of in India perhaps
more than any other artist of the
time. It is fantastically rare find
to her paintings at auction,
especially ones of such signifi-
cance as The Little Girl in Blue,”
said Yamini Mehta, interna-
tional head of modern and con-
temporary South Asian art at
Sotheby’s

At a time when most artists
portrayed women as content and
compliant, Sher-Gil’s treatment of
female subjects was singularly
unique, revealing their loneli-
ness or silent resolve. This was
perhaps a reflection of her own
isolation in a life caught between
different worlds. Nonetheless,
she came to be seen an arbiter of
style in India, a symbol of the
glamour of the inter-war years.
When the elites of Lahore arrived
to view her exhibition in 1937

they are said to have come to see
Sher-Gil and her art. 

The painting will be placed
on public display for the first time
since Sher-Gil selected the paint-
ing for her inaugural show. The
auction record for the artist was
set at Sotheby’s New York in 2015
when Sher-Gil’s self-portrait from
1933 made $2.9 million.

Like Sher-Gil, Fabri was born
in Budapest. A Hungarian
Indologist, he was invited by
Rabindranath Tagore to teach art
history at Santiniketan in 1933,
and later joined the
Archaeological Survey of India,
working in Delhi, Lahore and
Mohenjodaro.

Sher-Gil and Fabri first met
at the Faletti’s Hotel exhibition,
which Fabri described as a “ver-
itable feast for the eyes” in his
review for Lahore’s Civil and
Military Gazette. The pair went
on to forge a close relationship,
with Fabri providing Sher-Gil
with crucial emotional and crit-
ical support in Lahore. Indeed,
her husband Victor is said to have
believed the two were lovers.

In 1947, six years after her
death, Fabri wrote the novel
Indian Flamingo dedicated to
“the beloved, undying memory of
Amrita and her sisters and broth-
ers of the New India”. The novel
is the story of the love between
John Fawcett curator of the
Lahore Museum and Padma a
young artist who is in the prime
of her youth. Fabri had himself
become the curator of the Lahore
Museum after the end of the
Second World War.

(The painting will be on view
at Bikaner House, Pandara Road,
New Delhi on Saturday November
17, 2018, open until noon.)

Sometimes all it takes is a familiar smell or
taste to evoke an old memory. It takes you

back in time where it was created. Artist Basist
Kumar tries to return to realism by diving back
into his memories where he encounters pic-
turesque scenes of nature to capture those
moments in his paintings, which are almost
impossible to reproduce. 

Basist says, “We live in a time and age
where everything is so fast-paced. We neither
have the urge nor the will to go into nature’s
depths. Nature is literally at the margins and
has taken a back seat in our lives. Using oil and
acrylic, I have painted landscapes featuring
trees, mountains and valleys which are over-
whelming when one goes deeper.” 

Since childhood, he has felt a link with
nature. He stared at starry skies and felt a spir-
itual connection with the universe. He tries  to
bring out stillness which also seems to be a part
of the continuous transformation that nature
goes through. His love for nature, rather than
landscapes, he says, is born out of a need to
create experiences and not things that repre-
sent them. “I am interested in intriguing the
imaginative spaces through something ordi-
nary, as if there is more to what we actually
see. Sometimes saying less can be more effec-
tive and so I have taken a step back from more
narrative or conceptual forms to a more direct
and experiential expression. I also believe that
it could be conveyed in many different styles
and language, but painting landscapes came
naturally to me,” he says.       

Most of Basist’s works don’t exist as they
appear. “Since I enjoy taking photographs also,
it’s hard to match the vision through the
images that I have collected. I paint by getting
references from the pictures that I have cap-
tured till now, and they don’t even exist in real-
ity because of the evolution and transforma-
tion in nature. Everything doesn’t exist in detail
in memories, that is why these works are an
amalgamation of my mental pictures and the
captured photos,” says Basist.  

Nothing is ever really lost as long as we
remember it in our memories, believes the
artist. 

(The show Gazing at Reality is on display
at Nature Morte Gallery.)

It all started when he was just
a nine-year-old child looking

at the world’s intricacies and
replicating them on his canvas
through harmonious colours.
Artist Sachida Nagdev’s journey
has only revolved around his
abstract art.

Curated by Prayag Shukla,
Rang Smriti-II: A tribute to
Sachida Nagdev exhibits the
artist’s signatory artworks that
combine elements of abstraction
with miniature art in one frame.
It showcases over 100 artworks
of Nagdev providing us a trajec-
tory of his five-decade-long
artistic journey.

Finding inspiration from
his childhood days and glowing
with vivid colours, oil paintings
by the artist reflect a number of
landscapes: narrow lanes of
Malwa, old houses, ghats of the
Kshipra river, sculptures and
temples.

Shukla, who
was friends with the
late artist for a long
time, believes that it
is  a tribute to the
artist whose work
deserved all the
right to be recog-
nised by people. He
shares that the idea
behind the presen-
tation “was that
even though he is
no more his ideas
and work will stay
alive for many more years to
come. He was a year older to me
but a good friend of mine. We
have shared a close relationship
and I have always felt that he is
a very important artist but his
work hasn’t been featured or
documented rightly.”

Nagdev was considered syn-
onymous with abstract Indian
art, especially with modern art
of Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

He believes that Nagdev
did something really brilliant by
using colours of the region he
belonged to. “His greens, reds,
and blues especially weave magic
with their rhythmic patterns and
sensitive textural quality.” He
calls his works “truly evocative”
that speak volumes about the
creator and his art. The paintings
also document people in their
uniforms and traditional colours
from Malwa, wearing blue and
yellow clothes, bright green
Mehendi colour, and red of ver-
million. 

His painting Kashmiri
Woman showcases a woman
wearing a black phiran with

colourful floral motifs and ele-
ments. Another painting titled
Niharika showcases a lone tem-
ple in the landscape, a woman,
and a peacock in the fore-
ground amidst a dark, cloudy
and stormy sky painted with all
shades of grey and blue.

“He began with being a
shagird (disciple) in his early
childhood, moving on to creat-
ing replicas of the Bharatmata
with hand-made kohl and then
working on large canvasses.
Those canvasses boasted of the
changing phenomenon of
nature. Hence, his aptitude of
using colours at the right places
attracted me the most,” says
Shukla.

His paintings were not just
a replica of what he observed in
his childhood, rather a deriva-
tion from his travels from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari,
Gujarat to Arunachal Pradesh,

and Europe to the
M i d d l e - E a s t .
There are also cer-
tain events in his-
tory that “shook
him to the core”
and he brought
those feelings out
through his paint-
ings. One of the
examples is his
painting titled Gas
Tragedy that brings
back the horrors of
the 1984 Bhopal

Gas Tragedy. 
While abstract art is some-

thing that brings out the artist’s
soul, what does his art say?
Shukla answers, “It is open to
multiple interpretations and it
isn’t about just one thing, rather
a whole lot of work that is sym-
bolic to the elements of his real
life. Nagdev has been an inspi-
ration and a revelation in itself.”

Nagdev played a key role in
establishing the Bharat Bhavan
in Bhopal getting the stalwarts
of Madhya Pradesh, like SH
Raza, back to their home towns
and connect with the senior and
young contemporaries. 

Sharing his vision, Shukla
adds, “Works from our genera-
tion of artists showcased a selec-
tive type of work except for him.
His work was something that
people could take note of. Also
Dhoominal gallery has been
collecting his work for a long
time now. They always thought
an artist who has got something
worth must be considered. His
family had also kept his work
very carefully.”
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Less than two weeks after its
biggest loss under coach
Diego Simeone, Atletico

Madrid will get a chance to make
amends.

The Spanish team will host
Borussia Dortmund on Tuesday
in the Champions League, 13
days after the Bundesliga lead-
ers beat Atletico 4-0 in Germany.

Dortmund is unbeaten in 15
competitive games under coach
Lucien Favre and can advance
from Group A with another vic-
tory. An upcoming Bundesliga
match against Bayern Munich
on Saturday could provide some
distraction, however.

The 4-0 loss on Oct. 24
equaled Atletico's worst result in
the competition, while it was the
team's first four-goal loss in 391
games with Simeone in charge.
Despite the result, Atletico can
also advance to the knockout
stage with a win if Monaco
draws with Club Brugge in the
earlier group game.

A look at the four
Champions League groups on
Tuesday:

!�	�'��
Atletico is unfamiliar

with big losses but can
take heart after bouncing
back in the past.

The team twice lost
to city rival Real Madrid
3-0 in 2016-17, but
responded with three wins and
a draw on both occasions, while
it claimed four consecutive vic-
tories after a 3-0 loss at Villarreal.

Atletico has also only lost
once (to Chelsea) in 19
European games at Wanda
Metropolitano Stadium, and the
club hasn't lost at home to a
German team in eight games
since a 1-0 defeat to Dortmund
in 1996-97. Dortmund went on
to win the trophy that season.

Monaco and Club Brugge
have only faint hopes of pro-
gressing, each with a point from
three games so far.

Monaco is a far cry from the
side that reached the semifinals
in 2017. Radamel Falcao
returned from injury to come off
the bench in Saturday's 1-0 loss
at Reims, which was a fourth
match without a win for Thierry
Henry since he took charge.

!�	�'�*
Barcelona visits Inter Milan

with hope that Lionel Messi
can return after recovering from
a broken arm.

Messi was expected to be out
for another week or so, but he
recovered well and practiced
with the rest of the squad in
recent days.

Messi missed Barcelona's 2-
0 home victory over Inter last
month. He missed three other
matches since breaking his right

forearm in a league
match against Sevilla.

A win at the San Siro will
guarantee that Barcelona
advances to the next round as
Group B winner. Barcelona has
nine points after three matches,
three points more than Inter,
which can advance with a win if
Tottenham and PSV Eindhoven
draw in London.

It's win-or-bust for
Tottenham, which has only one
point and must defeat PSV to
maintain any realistic chance of
reaching the knockout stages.

Hopes of doing so rest on
Erik Lamela. The Argentine for-
ward has been involved in 11
goals in his last 12 appearances
and scored in Saturday's 3-2
Premier League win at
Wolverhampton Wanderers.

!�	�'��
Paris Saint-Germain may

well need goalkeeper Gianluigi
Buffon at his best against Napoli,
considering the form Dries
Mertens is in.

The Belgium forward scored
a hat trick in Friday's 5-1 victo-
ry over Empoli and has netted
six goals in his past four match-
es, including one in the 2-2 draw
at PSG.

PSG is in third place with
four points in Group C and
needs to win, but it can also
count on considerable firepow-
er of its own in Kylian Mbappe
and Neymar. They both scored

against Lille on Friday with
Mbappe taking his season's
league tally to 11 in only eight
games.

PSG coach Thomas Tuchel
has a big decision to
make on whether to
select striker Edinson
Cavani against his
former club. Cavani

is PSG's all-time leading scorer
but has fallen behind Mbappe
and Neymar.

Group leader Liverpool
needs to be more ruthless in
front of goal at Red Star
Belgrade, according to Juergen
Klopp. The Liverpool manager
was unhappy with his team's fin-
ishing in a 1-1 draw at Arsenal.
But he may be worrying for
nothing considering Red Star's
defense has conceded 10 goals in
three games.

!�	�'��
Porto can close in on

advancement with a win at
home against Lokomotiv
Moscow, which has three losses
and only one goal scored.

Injured forwards Jefferson
Farfan and Fyodor Smolov are
back in the Russian team's
squad, though Farfan lasted
only 45 minutes in the 3-1 win
against Arsenal Tula on Saturday
and Smolov was an unused sub-
stitute.

Porto has hit form at the
right time with five straight
wins. The Portuguese champions
have outscored opponents 17-3
in that run, which started after a
loss to rival Benfica in the league.

Schalke, which is two points
behind Porto, hosts Galatasaray
in the other group game. The
Turkish champions are only a
point behind Schalke and can
look back on a 3-2 away win over
the German team in 2013.

'���� �6>&�6�

Still searching for a title this year, India's top
shuttler P V Sindhu opens her campaign in

the China Open women's singles against
Evgeniya Kosetskaya of Russia here on Tuesday.

Olympic Silver medallist Sindhu, who has
finished second best on five occasions this year,
has been seeded third in this BWF World Tour
Super 750 and she is unlikely to face much chal-
lenge from the unseeded world number 30 in
the first round.

World number three Sindhu has been
clubbed along with Nozomi Okuhara of Japan
in one half of the draw and both can meet in
the semifinals if they reach that
stage.

Olympic and world champion
Carolina Marin of Spain and world
number 2 Akane Yamaguchi of
Japan have been clubbed in the
other half of the draw.

Another Indian in the women's
singles, Vaishnavi Reddy Jakka
opens her campaign on Wednesday against
Pornpawee Chochuwong of Thailand.

The women's doubles duo of Ashwini
Ponnappa and N Sikki Reddy will play against
the Japanese pair of Shiho Tanaka and Koharu

Yonemoto in
the first round
on Tuesday.

Also on
Tuesday, the
Indian men's

doubles pair of Manu Attri and B Sumeeth
Reddy will take on Kim Astrup and Anders
Skaarup Rasmussen of Denmark.

In the men's singles, Kidambi Srikanth,
seeded fifth, and H S Prannoy are in the fray
and both have their opening round matches on
Wednesday. 

��'�� � 3�0�

Alessio Romagnoli scored
the only goal after 97 min-

utes as AC
Milan reclaimed
fourth place in
Serie A amid
drama at 10-
man Udinese
ahead of Lazio
who earlier
crushed SPAL 4-1 with Ciro
Immobile bagging a brace.

Defender Romagnoli fired
in the winner amid a scramble
in front of goal to add to his
midweek winner against
Genoa, for a confidence-boost
ahead of next weekend's visit
by champions Juventus to the
San Siro.

"I know it burns to lose in
the last minute," said Milan

coach Gennaro Gattuso,
whose side have won three
league games in the past week
after losing the Milan derby to
Inter following a dramatic

Mauro Icardi injury-time win-
ner.

"I liked really our perfor-
mance and attitude. We
arrived with injuries and suf-

fered, but deserved this victo-
ry," added Gennaro after Milan
kept their first clean sheet of
the campaign.

AC Milan and Lazio both
have 21 points from 11 games,
with Gattuso's side occupying
the final Champions League
spot on goal difference.

The two teams are ten
points behind leaders Juventus,
who continued their unbeaten
run with a 3-1 win over
Cagliari on Saturday.

Milan suffered an early
blow Sunday when Argentine
striker Gonzalo Higuain was
forced off after 35 minutes
with a back problem and was
replaced by Samu Castillejo.

"Higuain felt a twinge in
his back," said Gattuso, "but it
doesn't seem to be anything
serious."

Spaniard Castillejo forced
a series of saves from Juan
Musso, setting up Suso for
what looked like a sure open-
er after 59 minutes only for his
compatriot to fire over when
alone on front of goal.

Udinese left-back Bram
Nuytinck was harshly sent off
in injury time for a foul on
Castillejo and two minutes
later Romagnoli jumped on an
Nicholas Opoku blunder.

Amid a scramble in front
of goal, Suso was unable to fin-
ish off so the captain fired in
himself.

Despite the offside flag
being raised the goal stood
after consultation with the
video assistant referee (VAR).
It was the first game this sea-
son than Milan have not con-
ceded a goal.
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Asian Games Gold medal-
list Swapna Barman will

receive seven pairs of cus-
tomized shoes, one each for
the different events of
Heptathlon, sports giants
Adidas announced on
Monday.

Swapna, who became the
first Indian to secure a Gold
medal in heptathlon at the
Asian Games held earlier this
year, was born with six toes in
both her feet. Her plight was
highlighted after she clinched
the Gold medal at the Jakarta
Games.

Over the past two months,
Adidas has worked extensive-
ly with authorities in India and
their own Athlete Services lab
at the headquarters in
Germany to seek a solution for
Swapna, a media release said.

After a detailed foot analy-
sis, the brand has decided to
support Swapna by designing

customized high-performance
footwear and shall be provid-
ing her with seven unique
pairs, one each for the seven
different events of Heptathlon.

"At adidas we believe that
'through sport, we have the
power to change lives' and

Swapna is a great example of
this. We are extremely happy
to welcome Swapna into the
adidas family," said Sean Van
Wyk, Senior Marketing
Director, adidas India

The customised solutions
for Swapna have been crafted
keeping in mind size, pressure
points and cushioning
requirements to provide her
the perfect fit, comfort, and
traction.

"It's an honour for any
sportsperson to be associated
with the adidas family. I real-
ized my dream of winning a
Gold medal for India, now I
am preparing to fulfil my
next dream of winning an
Olympic Gold for
India,"Swapna said.

"I am looking forward to
train and compete in my new
footwear and with the con-
tinued support from adidas, I
am sure I shall continue
improving as an athlete," she
added.
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Pep Guardiola said managing in
England is a "dream come

true" as he was honoured by the
Football Writers' Association fresh
from a 6-1 Premier League victo-
ry against Southampton.

The Manchester City manag-
er was recognised for his side's
Premier League title last season
and the club are again setting the
pace this season, with nine wins in
11 games. Speaking at Sunday's
ceremony in Manchester, he said:
"I'm fortunate to be here in your
country, in England.

"It's incredible. It was a dream
from a little boy for a young man-
ager to come here to your country
and be a manager here. It's a
dream come true." City won 32 of
their 38 games last season, scoring
a record 106 goals and amassing a
record 100 points.

"I want to share, of course, this
award with the whole Manchester
City family because I know it's a
real family," said Guardiola.

"I know people say we have a
lot of money. That's true but
despite that it's incredible the peo-
ple I'm working with and I'm a
lucky guy to be here.

"Thank you so much to make
me feel at home in your country
here and in Manchester."

The 47-year-old also made
light of his outfit for the evening -
- the event's dress code was lounge
suit and Guardiola accepted the
award wearing a casual top.

Pointing to his outfit, he
added: "Everyone is so elegant with
a suit and tie and I came here
with... I am a little bit embarrassed,
I'm a disaster. I didn't expect how
important this event was." 
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Raheem Sterling hopes
to give Manchester City

fans plenty more reason to
chant his name after starring
in Sunday's demolition of
Southampton.

Sterling scored two
goals and provided two
assists as City swatted aside
Southampton 6-1 at the
Etihad Stadium on Sunday.

City manager Pep
Guardiola praised the per-
formance of the England
attacker, talking about his
"incredible form" as the
crowd revelled in his per-
formance.

Sterling said he loved it
when the crowd sang his
name.

"I've got to try to keep
making them sing it," he
said.

"I enjoy playing at the
Etihad any time. It is an
amazing stadium, coming
out here and seeing my
family and everyone."

Sterling's comments
could be seen as a further
sign of encouragement that
he is close to agreeing a new
contract with the defending
champions, who are two
points clear of Chelsea and
Liverpool at the top of the
Premier League.

The former Liverpool
player's current deal expires
at the end of next season but
there were reports last week

that he had ver-
bally agreed a
new contract
after months of
talks.

City face a
tough week,

hosting Shakhtar Donetsk
in the Champions League
on Wednesday before play-
ing rivals Manchester
United at home next
Sunday.

"They're going to be
tough games," Sterling said.

"It's a massive week
ahead, starting with
Shakhtar. That's the most
important game. We need to
try to win that and then go
in to the derby."

City were rampant
against Saints and all but
wrapped up the game inside
the opening 18 minutes.
Wesley Hoedt turned Leroy

Sane's cross into his own net
before Sergio Aguero tucked
home his 150th Premier
League goal and David Silva
lashed in a third.

Sterling struck twice
either side of the break and
then passed up a hat-trick
chance by teeing up Sane's
late sixth.

"It was a great team
performance," said Sterling.

"The boys started real-
ly well and we were fantas-
tic without the ball, not just
with the ball. We needed to
capitalise on Liverpool
dropping points and I
thought we were brilliant at
times.

"In football the hardest
thing is to score goals and
we have done that. We were
ruthless and took our
chances. That is what it is at
this top level."
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Virat Kohli on Monday
turned 30 at the country's

Devbhoomi and the cricket
community celebrated its festi-
val of festivals with gusto, show-
ering accolades while wishing
the man who is fast attaining the
status of a deity.

A batsman par excellence
with a plethora of records to his
name, Kohli is spending his
birthday with wife Anushka
Sharma in Haridwar.

It began with the legendary
Sachin Tendulkar as accolades
and wishes poured in thick and
fast as the Indian captain entered
the 30s.

"Wishing you a lot of success
and happiness in the year ahead.
Happy Birthday, @imVkohli!,"
Tendulkar wrote on his twitter
handle.

Kohli's better half, Anushka
Sharma, said, "Thank God for
his birth."

The BCCI posted, "To many
more match-winning knocks,
here's wishing #TeamIndia
Captain and Run Machine
@imVkohli a very happy birth-
day."

"Wishing @imVkohli lots of
success and fulfilment in the
coming year," wrote VVS
Laxman.

Virender Sehwag said, "On
this Dhanteras, wish you a year
that is again filled with Runteras.
#HappyBirthdayVirat."

Fans, cricketers — past and
present — all took to Twitter to
wish the run-machine.

Mohammad Shami said,
"Many many happy returns of
the day bro."

"Happy Birthday brother
@imVkohli ! Wish you a won-
derful year ahead...! Love and
goodwishes!" Wriddhiman Saha

wrote.
Mohammad Kaif tweeted,

"With a magic stick in his hand,
he brings us all to a standstill. A
man who is redefining consis-
tency and hunger to do well,
wish you the very best times
ahead @imVkohli and have
a#HappyBirthdayVirat."

Vinod Kambli said, "The
man who does things just like
his name suggests. Happy
Birthday @imvkohli."

Suresh Raina wrote, "Cricket
Samrat, Happy Birthday Virat!
Have a good one buddy!.

Harbhajan Singh tweeted,
"Happy birthday to you broth-
er @imVkohli! Hope to see you
break more records and smash
more tons this year! God bless:
stay happy
#HappyBirthdayVirat."

Cheteshwar Pujara said,
"Wish you a very happy birth-
day @imVkohli! Hope this year
brings you more success and
loads of happiness." Rashid
Khan, "Sending you smiles for
every moment of your special
day…Have a wonderful time
and a very happy birthday!"

��-�������" India's junior shoot-
ers Divyansh Singh Panwar and
Elavenil Valarivan won the Silver
and Bronze medals in their
respective air rifle events of the
11th Asian Shooting
Championship here on Monday.

Divyansh shot 251.4 in the
final of 10m air rifle junior men's
event to finish behind Gold
medallist Wang Yuefeng of China,
who shot a junior world and
Asian record score of 252.3 to
emerge triumphant.

Elavenil shot 227.9 in the 10m air rifle junior
women's event to claim a Bronze. The compe-
tition saw a 1-2 finish by Chinese shooters with
Shi Mengyao winning gold with an effort of 250.3

while compatriot Xu Hong won
Silver with a final score of 249.3.

Both events saw three
Indians qualify for the eight-
woman final round.

In the junior men's compe-
tition, besides Divyansh, Arjun
Babuta and Hriday Hazarika
made it to the final to finish fifth
and sixth respectively.

In the women's event,
Shreya Agrawal and Mehuli
Ghosh also entered the finals

along with Elavenil to finish sixth and seventh
respectively. Divyansh was impressive as he went
below 10 (9.8) only once in the 24-shot final but
his opponent from China proved to be too good
on way to shattering two records. PTI
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The misery has seemed never-ending
for the West Indies and India would
look to ensure that the script does-

n't change when the two sides clash in the
second Twenty20 International here on
Tuesday.

India's four-match T20 losing streak
against the West Indies ended on Sunday
in Kolkata. And in the penultimate game
of what has been a disastrous tour for the
visitors, India would be favourites to lock
the series in their favour.

India's last win against the West
Indies before Sunday came way back on
March 23, 2014 in the World T20 in
Bangladesh.

With the win at the Eden
Gardens, India managed to bet-
ter their head-to-head record
against the reigning world T20
champions to 5-3 now from nine
exchanges between 2009 and 2017.

The five-wicket win in Kolkata might
have looked a bit laboured for the hosts but
the absence of batting talisman Virat Kohli
cannot be discounted.

It was also the first T20 International
for which India dropped Mahendra Singh
Dhoni, the colossus whose batting form
has been on the wane but the cricketing
brain and reflexes behind the stumps
remain assets for the team.

Rohit Sharma is
leading the side in
Kohli's absence and
the 31-year-old and

usually he has thrived in responsibility.
But Sunday was a rare failure for the

Mumbaikar and he would look to make up
for that with a big knock tomorrow.

Besides Sharma, opener Shikhar
Dhawan, KL Rahul, the young Rishabh
Pant, and Manish Pandey also had a bad
day in office in the series-opener.

It took a responsible 34-ball 31 from
Dinesh Karthik and a nine-ball 21-run
unbeaten cameo from newcomer Krunal

Pandya to steer India home in 17.5 overs.
But come Tuesday, Lucknow, which is

hosting its first international match at the
newly-built Ekana Stadium, would be
eager to see a more dominant performance
from the home team, one that's befitting
the gulf in quality between the two sides.

On the bowling front, left-arm chi-
naman Kuldeep Yadav stole the limelight
with brilliant figures of 3/13 from his four
overs, while left-arm pacer Khaleel Ahmed
(1/16) and Pandya (1/15) were economi-
cal.

Pace spearhead Bhuvneshwar Kumar
is expected to be back after missing the first
game due to gastric problem. Umesh Yadav
might have to make way for Bhuvneshwar
as Jasprit Bumrah and young Khaleel
Ahmed look certainties at the moment.

West Indies, on the other hand, would
be desperate to return home with some
positivity at the end of a two-month long
series in which they lost both the Test and
ODI series.

While two-Test series was lost 0-2 in
just six days of action, they posed some
challenge in the subsequent ODI series
before being thrashed 1-3 with a nine-
wicket loss in Thiruvananthapuram in the
final one-dayer.

The return of big names such as Kieran
Pollard and Darren Bravo failed to make
any significant impact as West Indies pro-
duced a below-par batting effort on
Sunday.

Andre Russell's injury, which ruled
him out of the series, has also dented their
chances.

Carlos Braithwaite (2/11) was impres-
sive with the ball but the skipper also needs
to inspire his team with some significant
contributions with the bat.

Young pacer Oshane Thomas (2/21),
who made his debut in Kolkata, troubled
the Indian openers with his pace upfront
but he needs support from the likes of
Keemo Paul and others.
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Gautam Gambhir was on Monday
replaced by Nitish Rana as Delhi's

Ranji captain after the team's seniormost
player decided to make way for someone
younger at the top position.

"Time to pass the captaincy baton to
youngsters, hence have requested the
DDCA selectors not to consider me for
that role. I will be in the background
helping the new leader to win games,"
Gambhir tweeted.

The 24-year-old Rana is a middle-
order batsman, who has an average of
46.29 in 24 first-class appearances so far.
The 26-year-old Shorey has 21 first-class
matches to his credit and is a top-order
batsman.

"Gautam has intimated the state
team's chief selector Amit Bhandari that
he would like to opt out of captaincy. He
suggested that someone younger be

groomed for the job. Nitish Rana will lead
the side and Dhruv Shorey will be his

deputy," Delhi and Districts Cricket
Association (DDCA) president Rajat
Sharma said.

"We would have loved to have
Gautam leading the team. At the same
time, I am happy that Gautam has decid-
ed to take a back seat and will groom the
new captain," Sharma added.

Gambhir was reinstated as captain at
the start of the season and led Delhi to
the Vijay Hazare finals, scoring close to
500 runs in the National One-Dayers.

It is learnt that Gambhir, who is now
37, decided against continuing at the
helm as it is still not clear whether he will
play all the four-day games this season.

Gambhir's decision to opt out of cap-
taincy is also an indicator that he might
not continue playing competitive crick-
et for a very long time.

However, with no Shikhar Dhawan or
Rishabh Pant, Gambhir's experience will
certainly be required.
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Sunrisers Hyderabad have traded
an "unsettled" Shikhar Dhawan

to Delhi Daredevils in a move that
will see the India opener play for the
IPL franchise of his home city after
10 years.

In exchange of Dhawan, Delhi
have released all-rounder Vijay
Shankar, spinner Shahbaz Nadeem
and the young Abhishek Sharma to
Sunrisers.

Dhawan was bought back by
Sunrisers in the auction earlier this
year through Right to Match card for
�� 5.2 crore. The southpaw was

unhappy about his price tag, lead-
ing to the move to Delhi where he
played in the inaugural IPL in 2008.

"It is with a heavy heart that we
announce that one of our long
standing players, Shikhar Dhawan,
will be playing for another franchise
in 2019. We were delighted to pick

Shikhar up in the auction after using
one of its RTM cards," said Sunrisers
in a statement.

"Unfortunately, it has become
apparent that the player has been
unsettled ever since with the amount
he was bought for in the auction,
which we cannot rectify due to IPL

rules. We value the great contribu-
tion that Shikhar has made over the
years and saddened that due to
financial reasons, he feels it's time to
move on," the statement added.

Dhawan was with Sunrisers
since 2013, becoming their leading
run-getter with 2768 runs from 91
innings.

Daredevils, on the other hand,
will be hoping that Dhawan's arrival
changes their falling fortunes.

"We are thrilled at the prospect
of having Shikhar turn up in DD
colours for the next season of the
IPL. Shikhar has had a hugely suc-
cessful IPL career and will be an

invaluable addition to team DD with
the wealth of experience he brings,"
Delhi Daredevils director Parth
Jindal said in a statement.

"The Delhi fans love seeing
their local boys in action and we're
sure they will get lots to cheer for this
season with players of Shikhar's cal-
iber in the team," he added. 

The Delhi based player will add
strength to the captial side’s top order
which already boosts T20 top guns
like Colin Munro, Jason Roy, Glenn
Maxwell along with experienced
Gautam Gambhir and young sen-
sations Prithvi Shaw, Shreyas Iyer
and Rishabh Pant.
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Babar Azam became the quickest bats-
man to reach 1,000 Twenty20 runs as

Pakistan whitewashed New Zealand 3-0
with a comfortable 47-run win in the
third and final match in Dubai on
Sunday.

The 24-year-old — ranked number
one in Twenty20s — hit a punishing 58-
ball 79 with seven boundaries and two
sixes while Mohammad Hafeez hit a 34-
ball 53 not out with two sixes and four
boundaries to lift Pakistan to 166-3 at
Dubai stadium.

Pakistan spinners Shadab Khan (3-
30) and Imad Wasim (2-28) then has-
tened New Zealand's demise to 119 all
out in 16.5 overs as the Kiwis lost their
last eight wickets for just 23 runs. This
also becomes Pakistan's second series
whitewash after romping past Australia
3-0 last Sunday.

Kane Williamson top-scored for
New Zealand with a 38-ball 60, with eight
boundaries and two sixes, while opener
Glenn Phillips made 26.

Azam, when on 48, completed 1,000
runs in Twenty20 internationals in just
26 innings, bettering India's Virat Kohli's
record of reaching the mark in 27
innings.

Azam's rise has matched Pakistan's
elevation to the world number one rank-
ing in Twenty20 internationals since

making his debut against England at Old
Trafford in 2016, when Sarfraz Ahmed
took charge as captain.

Since then Pakistan have won 29 of
their 33 Twenty20 internationals with
only four defeats, taking their tally this
year to 17 wins in 19 matches with two
defeats.  Sunday also represented
Pakistan's ninth T20 win in succession
since losing to Australia at Harare in July
this year.

Williamson and Phillips added 83 for

the third wicket after New Zealand lost
big-hitting Colin Munro for two and
Colin de Grandhomme for six.

But once both were dismissed in the
same Shadab over, the innings fell apart,
with only Ish Sodhi reaching double fig-
ures with 11. Ross Taylor (seven), Mark
Chapman (two) and Tim Seifert (nought)
also fell in quick succession with debu-
tant birthday boy Waqas Maqsood also
chipping in with 2-21.

"Another brilliant team effort from
us. We needed 160-plus, and our batsmen
did it," said Pakistan skipper Sarfraz
Ahmed. 

"Throughout the series we've taken
wickets with the new ball, and we've done
well with the bat too and created so many
records."

Shadab also became the highest
wicket-taker in Twenty20 cricket this year
with 28 in 19 games.

New Zealand skipper Williamson
rued his team's spectacular collapse
after being well set on the run-chase.

"At the halfway stage, on that sur-
face, that was a very good total from
Pakistan but we lost our way after being
well set," said Williamson.

"It's a tough pill to swallow, but we've
got to put that behind us and look ahead
to the one-day series."

The two teams start a three-match
one-day series with the first match in Abu
Dhabi on Wednesday.
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India's pre-tournament
preparation for the the

ICC Women's World T20
hit the high note with a
second straight win in the
West Indies. The Harmanpreet Kaur-led
team beat hosts and defending champions
Windies by five wickets in a practice
match in a rain-curtailed match at the
Coolidge Cricket Ground in Coolidge,
Antigua and Barbuda.

They had earlier beaten South Africa
by three runs in the warm up game. New
Zealand recorded a six-wicket victory over
Sri Lanka in another match while
Bangladesh also won their opening prac-
tice match by six wickets over Ireland.

Batting first, opener Hayley Matthews
scored a swift 41 off 37 balls but India's
bowlers, led by spinners Poonam Yadav and
Radha Yadav, fought back and restricted
them to 115/8.

India's chase got off the wrong foot as
veteran Mithali Raj was dismissed for a
duck. However, other opener Smriti
Mandhana continued her impressive form
scoring 32 off just 20 balls.

The rain came down then and India
were set a revised target of 75 in 12 overs
and India won with just three balls to spare.
Deandra Dottin was the pick of the
Windies bowlers taking three wickets.

"It was a really exciting game and I am
really happy with how our team played
today. This is the kind of performance I
expect from my team and I hope we can
take this confidence into the tournament.
It is always nice to win, and we have set high
standards for the team, We did really well
in the last ODI World Cup and we are
expecting good results again here," skipper
Harmanpreet said after the match.
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