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Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan on Thursday

said he is ready to hold talks
with his Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi while conced-
ing that it is not in the interest
of his country to allow terror
activities on its territory. Khan’s
remarks came a day after
InExternal Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj categorically
ruled out the possibility of
holding talks with Pakistan
unless it stops  cross-border ter-
ror activities.

“It is not in our interest to
allow use of Pakistan’s territo-
ry for terror outside,” Khan,
who was celebrating 100 days
of his Government on
Thursday, said during an inter-
action with a group of Indian
journalists. Khan said that peo-
ple in Pakistan want peace
with India and he will be happy
to meet Modi and talk to him
on any issue.

“I am ready for talks on any
issue. There can’t be a military
solution for Kashmir,” he said,
adding “nothing is impossible”
when asked whether it is pos-
sible to resolve the Kashmir
issue. “The mindset of people
here has changed,” the
Pakisatan PM said, a day after
he laid the foundation stone for
the Kartarpur Corridor that
will connect Darbar Sahib in
Pakistan’s Kartarpur — the
final resting place of Sikh faith’s
founder Guru Nanak Dev —
with Dera Baba Nanak shrine
in India’s Gurdaspur district
and facilitate visa-free move-
ment of Indian Sikh pilgrims to

Kartarpur.
Pakistan is projecting the

corridor as a goodwill gesture.
“The India I know, major-

ity must be appreciating it,”
Khan told the Indian journal-
ists who had arrived in Pakistan
to cover the groundbreaking
ceremony of the corridor.

He, however, said the ges-
ture for peace cannot be one-
sided. “We are willing to wait
for (general) elections to get
over in India for a gesture from
New Delhi,” Khan said, refer-
ring to the Lok Sabha elections
scheduled for next year.

On punishing Mumbai
attack mastermind and Jamat-

ud Dawah (JuD) chief Hafiz
Saeed, who is carrying a $10
million US bounty, Khan said,
“There are UN sanctions
against Hafiz Saeed. There is
already a clampdown on him.”

The JuD was declared as a
foreign terrorist organisation by
the US in June 2014. The group
is a front for the Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba terror outfit.

Saeed is the co-founder of
the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, which
was responsible for the
Mumbai attacks in which 166
people were killed in
November 2008. He was put
under house arrest after the
26/11 attack, but was freed by
a court in 2009.

On other accused in the
26/11 case, Khan said their case
is sub judice.

The 26/11 attack case has
entered into the 10th year but
none of its seven suspects in
Pakistan has been punished yet,
showing that the case had
never been in its priority list.

India, which is observing
the 10th anniversary of one of
the worst terrorist attacks in the
country, has been pushing
Pakistan to bring to justice the
planners of the 2008 Mumbai
attacks.
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An Assistant Commissioner
of Police (ACP) posted at

Delhi Police Headquarters
allegedly committed suicide
by jumping from the 10th floor
of the building situated in
Central Delhi on Thursday
around 10.16 am. 

Prem Ballabh, 55, was
posted as ACP of Crime &
Traffic (C&T) as part of the

Delhi Police Establishment
branch and was recently hos-
pitalised for 28 days as he was
suffering from depression.

Ballabh reported to his
office on 

Thursday morning. He did
not give any hint of unusual
behaviour and worked for
sometimes, said sources,
adding that he reportedly he
went to the 10th floor and
jumped off the building.
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CBI Director Alok Verma,
who has been divested of

all duties by the Centre and
sent on leave, told the Supreme
Court on Thursday that he was
appointed for a fixed tenure of
two years and cannot be trans-
ferred.

Verma, who has a bitter
feud with his deputy Special
Director Rakesh Asthana, had
approached the apex court
seeking stay on the Centre’s
October 23 order contending
that it was against the guide-
lines laid down by the top
court.

Both Verma and Asthana
were divested of their respon-
sibilities and sent on leave due
to the unprecedented situation
in the CBI. 

During the hearing, the SC
made it clear that it was not
going into the allegations and
counter allegations by the two
top CBI officials.

“We are and only testing
the issue as pure question of
law,” said a Bench headed by
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi.

Contesting the
Government’s decision, Verma’s
counsel and senior advocate
Fali S Nariman said the CBI

Director was appointed on
February 1, 2017 and “the
position of law is that there will
be a fixed tenure of two years
and this gentleman cannot be
even transferred”.

Making his submission
before the Bench, also com-
prising Justices SK Kaul and
KM Joseph, Nariman further
asserted that there was no basis
for the Central Vigilance
Commission to pass an order
recommending that Verma be
sent on leave.

“There has to be strict
interpretation of the Vineet
Narain judgment. This is not
the transfer and Verma has
been denuded of his power and
duties...Otherwise there was
no use of the Narain judgment

and the law...,” Nariman said.
The Vineet Narain deci-

sion, delivered by the apex
court in 1997, relates to the
investigation of allegations of
corruption against high-rank-
ing public officials in India.

Before 1997, the tenure of
the CBI directors was not fixed
and they could be removed by
the Government in any man-
ner. But the apex court in the
Vineet Narain judgment fixed
a tenure of a minimum of two
years for the CBI Director to
allow the officer to work with
independence.

Nariman referred to the
terms and conditions of
appointment and removal of
the CBI director and con-
cerned provisions of the Delhi
Special Police Establishment
(DSPE) Act, 1946.

Attorney General KK
Venugopal opposed the con-
tention of Verma and others
that the Government should
have gone back to the selection
panel for divesting the CBI
Director of his duties and send-
ing him on leave.

Venugopal told the court
that Verma is in Delhi living in
the same house and hence
there is nothing to construe
that he has been transferred.
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After series of landmark
achievements in the field of

minerals, industry and non-
farm sector, the State has bro-
ken the jinx. Taking a turn
from the traditional sectors
the Government organised first
ever Global Agriculture and
Food Summit that paved way
for series of measures and ini-
tiatives to be taken for the 28
lakh odd farmers in the State.

Chief Minister Raghubar
Das along with Union
Agriculture Minister Radha
Mohan Singh on Thursday
opened the two-day Summit
where thousands of farmers
from all over the State and
other parts of the country, five
partner countries Israel, China,
Mangolia, Philippines, Tunisia
along with a focus country
Morocco and leaders of agro-
business such as Coca Cola,
Safal, Mother Dairy, Amul
took part.

The gathering underlin-
ing the purpose of the summit
explained at length that dou-
bling farmers’ income by 2022
in sustainable manner, growing

production of farm produces
and allied activities such as
dairy, fishery, horticulture, bee-
keeping etc and pledging to
provide far greater facilities to
peasants were some of the
aims.

The community did not get
any chance to feel let down
since the Chief Minister
announced ground breaking of
50 food processing units that
would purchase agricultural
produce directly from the
farmers and provide them bet-
ter income. Besides, the Chief
Minister promised separate
electricity feeder for farmers by
May next year with six hours of
power supply that would be
raised to round the clock by
August 2019, farm loan with-
out interest if it is paid back
within one year, smart phones
to 28 lakh farmers to get ben-
efits of the electronic market e-
NAM and sending 100 farmers
every year to the countries
like Israel, Philippines and oth-
ers to impart training.

“The Government wants to
make farmers their own lord.
The community has been the
grain providers for all of us and

they cannot be left to be loot-
ed by middlemen or cheated by
anyone. Mobile phones would
be provided to all of the farm-
ers of the State by 2021 so that
they can get connected with
global market place and get
right value of their produce.

Separate feeders for farmers,
industry and domestic users are
on the way,” said the Chief
Minister in his address.

Underling the contribu-
tion of farm community in the
development of the country the
CM termed them soul of the

society. “Poverty alleviation
can be done only by diversify-
ing the farm sector and intro-
ducing latest technologies in
the field of food processing
since we have not been able to
transform status of farmers
even after 70 years of inde-

pendence. Needs of today’s
market has to be taken into
consideration which are some
of the major purpose behind
organising this summit,” added
the CM referring to 19 per cent
growth rate the agriculture
sector has achieved in the last

four years in the State from
negative.

The CM also suggested
farmers to go for organic farm-
ing and for technologies need-
ing less water and land but
more output and also keeping
demand of the world and
exporters in mind to gain more
income with the help of dairy,
fishery and poultry.

Union Agriculture
Minister Radha Mohan Singh
compared the impetus pro-
vided by the Narendra Modi
Government to agriculture sec-
tor with the state of affairs were
during the previous regimes. 

“The family that ruled for
48 years should be ashamed of
the status of farmers in this
country who were left stagger-
ing at one place while the fam-
ily was busy in corruption.
Recommendations of Dr
Swaminathan Commission and
Farmers’ Commission left into
cold storages until Narendra
Modi became Prime Minister.
Budgetary allocations for e-
market, organic farming, micro
irrigation have seen consider-
able rise. 

For the first time MSP of

paddy has been given 1.5 times
over and above the input cost,”
said the Minister informing
that 1000 rural haats would be
taken to e-NAM platform in
Jharkhand which is 588 at pre-
sent.

�	���	������	��
����������������0�12%3

�������������
���������������	��������������������
�����
�"�#��������$�������%&������#����������$�����#���������'()�#�*������������

� +�������3�����������
��$���
4+�
�
��+�������3�	������

�+�5����� ���������������'��
 ��� ��'����	������

��%�2��*�6��
$�������������
�
+��������78-9

�:8�5����������
���
�����
��
���������������
��

�&����	
���#�
	
��
�����;���
��������
���
�� ��'�������

�%����%�	�����������$��
�����
�
+����������������������$	��������

��� �	�����������'�����������
��
���-�	����������
��+�������
�
���:8888� ��'���

	�
��
��
������

���
����������������������������
��� ������������������!�
��������������
���"

�� �����#$%&'����
���(�)����
�����������
����������

*�����������+�	�
����

���
����������������������������
��� ������
�������,���-���������
��������������������"
�����
�� �
���
-�.��
����������������������������
�����������������
��
-�!�
������������������"

�� �����#$%&'�/�
�������
�
���(�)����
�����������
����������� *����������+�	�
����

����� 2��%*�

Envoys of partner countries,
CEOs of global firms and

experts in the field of agricul-
ture today applauded the ini-
tiatives taken by the
Government of Jharkhand in
the leadership of Chief Minister
Raghubar Das to promote agri-
culture and provide logistic
and technical support to the
rural agriculturists in their
speeches during the first Global
Agriculture and Food Summit
that kicked off here on
Thursday.

Speaking on the occasion
Maya Kadosh, Charge D
Affaires, Embassy of Israel,
said that the work being done
in the field of agriculture is
invigorating. She said that Israel
in collaboration with
Jharkhand is working on
increasing productivity by
using latest technology in agri-
culture and water manage-
ment.

She said that a lot of work
is already happening in the
State and with the prospects of
food processing, use of latest
technology and sharing of new
ideas in the field of agriculture
the State can be a huge pro-
ducer of agro-products.

Ambassador of Mongolia,
Gonchig Ganbold said that his
country is one of the smallest
democracies in the world and
it has worked a lot in the field
of agriculture. He said that the
government in Jharkhand is
working with several investors
in the field of agriculture and
this will help increase the
income of the farmers. He said

that the summit is going to be
a milestone for agriculture
development in the State.

Vice President, Coca Cola,
India, Ishteyaq Ahmed said on
the occasion that the State of
Jharkhand has umpteen oppor-
tunities in food processing
industry, which need to be
utilised by the farmers. Lauding
the efforts of the government,
he said that the company will
help in possible way to promote
agriculture and food process-
ing in the State.

Niti Ayog CEO Amitabh
Kant congratulated the people
of Jharkhand for registering 19
per cent growth in agriculture
in just four years.  He said that
the State has registered 83 per
cent growth in fish production
in just four years. He encour-
aged farmers of the State to
adopt dairy farming, fisheries,
organic farming to increase
their income and hoped that
the kind of efforts the govern-
ment is putting in will result in
four times increase in the

income of farmers of the State.
Kant said that the kind of
transformation the lives of
farmers in Jharkhand has
undergone is not seen in any
other State of the country in last
four years.     

Deputy Director General,
Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Affairs of China, Song
Joguo said that the global sum-
mit is a beautiful platform for
the farmers and industries
involved in agriculture. He
said that it is pleasure to be a
partner country in the summit
and they will work jointly to
protect the interest of devel-
oping countries.

Meanwhile, Business Head,
SAFAL, Pradipta Sahu said
that the kind of cooperation
they have received in
Jharkhand is not available any-
where. “We offered to set up a
plant here in the year 2016 and
within 30 days we were made
available the required land.
Within a year we set up a plant
here investing Rs 100 crore.
Now we are exporting peas and
American Sweet corn from
here. In coming days we have
aimed to set up a plant for pro-
cessing of one lakh tonnes of
tomato with the help of 50,000
farmers,” he said.    

Deputy Chief of Mission,
Embassy of Philippines Arvin
De Leon said on the occasion
that agriculture is backbone of
food security. He said that the
summit will open doors for col-
laboration between Philippines
and Jharkhand and next time
they will have bigger delegation
here for mutual cooperation in
the field of agriculture.
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As a massive controversy
has erupted over the

release of the revised GDP
data of the UPA era, Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley defend-
ed the decision saying it was
done by a “highly credible”
organisation, the Central

Statistics Office, which main-
tains an arm’s length from the
Finance Ministry. 

Eyebrows are being raised
over the involvement of the Niti
Aayog in releasing the revised
GDP data and the Congress has
called the revision as a “farce”.

At the same time, Niti
Aayog Vice-Chairman Rajiv
Kumar on Thursday accepted
the challenge of former Finance
Minister P Chidambaram for a
debate on the revised GDP
data, which showed economic
growth during the current
NDA regime was better than
that in the UPA rule. 

Defending the decision,
Jaitley said the revised num-

bers, based on a new formula
with 2011-12 as the base year,
are globally more comparable
as they take into account a far
greater representation 
of the Indian economy and are
more reflective of its real con-
dition.

Taking on the Congress for
criticising the revision, he said
the Congress had welcomed
the upwards revision in growth
numbers of the last two years
of the UPA regime by the same
CSO and had gone to the
extent of saying that the “the
new GDP series has conclu-
sively established that 
we did not mismanage the
economy”.
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BJP leader and member of Palamu Zila Parishad
Lovely Gupta has raised the issue of two roads

falling under Panki block from where she represents
the district board.

Lovely Gupta said, “The two roads are at panki
and Loharssi.  They are in bad condition. A five kilo-
meter stretch of this road comes on the land of irri-
gation department and that has with held the work
on this road.”

She further said there is another road between
Panki and Nooru. It is also in dire need of strength-
ening.

Lovely Gupta on Wednesday met Chief Minister
Raghubar Das and apprised him of the conditions
of the rural connectivity in Panki.

Sources said it is male’s voice in Palamu zila
parishad which is heard more while the lady mem-
bers too are no less vocal on public issues.

The issue of these two roads remained off sight
of veterans of Panki politics like the sitting Congress
MLA Devender Singh alias Bittu Singh or his bête
noire who remain at loggerheads over things which
centre around their individual politics thus public
issues of Panki get a back seat.

Lovely Gupta said, “As a member of zila parishad
I owe to my people. I raise issues but seniors sitting
atop hardly find time to redress those issues.”

Gupta said she would now focus on Aagawadi
kendras, health care, farmers’ issues, skill develop-
ment among women at times like this when Palamu
reels under drought.

She said “There was held a camp recently in the
premise of the sadar block Daltonganj for issuance
of certificate of disability where I found more chairs
than the needy around and when I charged the block
officials that publicity of this camp was not done ade-
quately everyone there started making faces.”

She said, “I am a BJP worker and I will see that
government’s welfare schemes reach the poor and the
needy.” 
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Central Coalfields Limited
has started the selection

process for the next batch of its
one of the most successful and
ambitious schemes “CCL
keLal” and “CCL Ki Ladli”
and the last date for submitting
the form for applicants for the
2019-21 batch is December
19, 2018.

Students appearing in class
10th examination from project
affected families or students
residing within the periphery of
25 KMs around CCL com-
mand areas, wards of CCL
employees can apply for the
entrance exam of the scheme.
Under this scheme, food, lodg-
ing and boarding will be pro-
vided to the selected students
at Ranchi apart from schooling
and coaching for the engi-

neering entrance exam, all of
which is free of cost. From last
year, coaching facility has been
extended to three command
areas of CCL i.e. Dhori,
Barakana, NKthrough smart
classes wherein students will be
connected to Ranchi through
live video conferencing (VC
Centres).

The students selected for
Ranchi centreare placed under
‘Group 1’, wherein the total
annual income of
parents/guardians of these stu-
dents should not exceed rupees
six lakhs. There is no income
benchmark for students who
will be placed in ‘Group 2’and
also for the students selected
for 'VC centres'.

Running in its sixth year,
this flagship scheme of CCL
has come up with flying colours
under the guidance of CMD,

CCL Gopal Singh, with the suc-
cess of its each student, who
have made through prestigious
engineering colleges across
India and are headed towards
securing their bright future.

Application is available at
CSR Department, CCL
Headquarter, Ranchiand also at
the office of Staff Officer
(Personnel) and General
Manager of all the command
area of CCL. 

The applicant can get
detailed information and
admission form alsoon CCL's
website www.centralcoal-
fields.in. For any other infor-
mation and queries, the appli-
cants or their guardians can
contact CSR Department, CCL,
Ranchi, Phone/mobile
Number: 0651-2365580, 0651-
2 3 0 5 0 0 /
8987452551/6205972170.

����� )@"�2@

Bringing laurels to the alma mater at the
national level, nine students of DPS

Bokaro Steel City fetched second runners-
up award in the Inter DPS Dance Festival-
Nrityanjali which was hosted by DPS
Greater Noida on November 24.

A total of 24 teams from across the
country participated in the event in which
host DPS Noida and DPS Mangalore were
declared joint champions while DPS Navi
Mumbai and DPS Pali Road Jodhpur were
declared first runners-up. Two topics on
which the dances were to be performed by
the schools were Barah Masa(twelve months
season) and Kavyanjali, informed Mritunjay
Sharma Administrator cum PRO of DPS
Bokaro. Aditi Agarwal, Ishika Dutta,
Shaurya Yashu, Khushi Nandan, Kavya Jha,
Aditi Thakur, Amisha Singh, Arpita Bhagat
and Aishwarya Singh performed a thematic
dance (Barah Masah) choreographed in
Kathak Dance Style which depicted the
cycle of seasons and its celebration.

DPS Bokaro was the only team in the
country which fetched the special award for
‘Most Synchronised and Rhythmic
Movement’ along with getting the second
runners-up award, he said.

Elated on the success of the team the
Director and Principal of DPS Bokaro Dr.
Hemlata S Mohan had high praising words
for the dancers including the mentor
Nirmalya Sharma for playing an instru-
mental role in getting the national accolade.

Congratulating the winners she
remarked that Dance is one of the most
important elements that represent India’s
diverse culture in the globe and our students
are performing exemplary and playing an
important role in shaping the culture of our
country.
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DC Aakanksha Ranjan
today visited Kharki

Birhor colony of Kisko block
and got acquainted with the
problems of the villagers and
the members of Self Help
Women Wing.

Ranjan took stock of the
situation and the activities per-
formed by the self help groups
in the village. The women told
that the weekly meetings are
called by two groups and they
are also engaged in farming of
goats, pigs and ducks and they
also make ropes. She also
enquired of the benefits of the
several schemes whether given
to them or not as old aged pen-
sion, rations cards, PM Aawas
Yozna, Aayushman Bharat Jan
Aarogya Yozna, primary health
centers and vaccinations. The
DPM JSLPS was given the
instruction to encourage the

villagers by organizing camps.
Ranjan also visited the

Kasturba Gandhi Residential
School at Kisko. The heads of
Electric and Drinking water
dept were given the instruction
to supply those 24 hours. The
hand pumps must be repaired.
The villagers demanded to
construct the road from Rugri
Toil to Chhechhranawadih.
The villagers of Semartoli
demanded to complete the
work of water tank construc-
tion soon. The executive engi-
neer of Drinking Water and
Sanitation dept was given the
direction to complete the task
within a month.

During the inspection
Social and welfare officer
Manisha Tirky, district food
supply officer Rajeev Neeraj,
director ITDA Ravindra
Kumar Singh, BDO Sandeep
Bhagat and many villagers were
present.
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Amid intesified anti-
naxal operations, the

CPI(Maoists) tried to make
its presence felt by putting
up poster in parts of
Dumari in Giridih district
here on Thursday.

High alert has been
sounded in naxal infested
Dumari and Nimiaghat
areas of Giridih district in
Jharkhand after unknown nax-
alites on November 28 pasted
dozens of posters at Matio vil-
lage near Chitahi more area
under Dumari block, within
limits of Nimiaghat police sta-
tion.

The posters supporting the
Maoist cause and opposing

the ongoing operation against
naxalites in the areas justified
their ideology and resolve to
fight against exploitative class
and security forces.

The posters were also
placed in the board of PMSA
at Chitahi areas.  SDPO Niraj
Kumar stated that the posters
were removed while operation

against naxalites and long
range patrolling is contin-
uing in Nimiaghat and
Dumari areas of same sub-
division of Giridih district.

Though the posters
were removed by security
forces Giridih SP, S.K Jha
has sounded high alert in
this connection ordering
for a close watch on all
entry and exit routes of the

aforesaid places. Talking to
media persons the SP stated the
naxalites are just trying to
make their presence felt by
pasting posters during late
night hours but actually they
have become very weak.
Security forces are keeping a
close watch on the areas con-
cerned, said the SP.
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With their children in class
XII, the dominant topic

of discussion among the moth-
ers is, ”Having worked so hard
for so long, it’s time now to see
how they (the child) fare in the
Boards ?” The parents are con-
stantly worried over scores,
college admissions, good place-
ments so on and so forth.  

I, too, as a mother worried
over our daughter’s future have
the replicate thoughts in my
mind. My primal worry too is
how she would fare, not only
post Boards but in her transi-
tion from childhood to adult-
hood, from the safe envelope of

her home to the big unknown
world of outside. Has her edu-
cation over the long years, not
only in academics but moral
ethics, family values, grit, deter-
mination, character building
been sufficient?. Will her
lessons in self control and self
confidence help her strike a
balance in times to come? I am
confident that the answer is yes!
She may not have revised her
parabolic or hyperbolic func-
tions as per the stipulated
number of times given but she
sure has applied her lessons in
value system every day.  

As parents we always stress
upon the correct equation of
life being good education

added with good placement
always equals to loads of
money and unlimited happi-
ness. But sadly that does not
hold true. Though money
could be an essential part of our

lives but it should not be an
integral part.

We should stress more on
value orientation in our chil-
dren. Teach your child to say
yes, yes to conscientious behav-
iour, scruples need not only be
a word in dictionary for them
but a practising principle. They
should try and always help a
person in need, without think-
ing of gains. The importance of
putting in effort in a relation-
ship and not giving up easily or
over trivial things, should be
imbibed into them. This will
not only teach them persis-
tence, team work but also earn
them rewards in the form of
lifelong friendships which will

bring them true happiness.
Teach your child to be proud of
our Nation and the importance
of giving back to the society.
Teach them the skills of read-
ing, mannerisms, self respect,
self appraisal and communica-
tion. The personality of the
child should be wholesome,
their confidence in themselves
supreme. She or he should
exhibit exuberance at all times.
And then we should ask our-
selves, “How will she fare?”  Is
it even a question anymore? 

(Noopur is a homemaker
who is a postgraduate in polit-
ical science. She is a vociferous
reader, avid gardener and a
running enthusiast) 
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Pakur Deputy Commissioner
Dilip Kumar Jha has been

appointed the new controller of
Jharkhand Combined Entrance
Competitive Examination
Board. He will be replaced in
Pakur by Kuldeep Choudhary,
MD, JUVNL and MD TVNL.
Niranjan Kumar, MD
Transmission and MD JREDA
has been given additional
charge of MD JUVNL and
MD TVNL, according to a
government notification issued
today.
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Chief Minister Raghubar Das today
said that in the development of the

nation the contribution of the villagers,
farmers and workers is a must.
Addressing the Global Agriculture and
Food Summit at the Khelgaon here on
Thursday he said that agriculture was the
soul of the nation and base of the cul-
ture and traditions. He said that all our
festivals are also directly and indirect-
ly related to the agriculture.

Das said that in Jharkhand 60-70 per
cent population was dependent on
agriculture. He said that the government
has sanctioned sufficient funds for the
development of agriculture and allied
activities and framed a separate food pro-
cessing policy which is focused on bottling
and packaging as food processing was an
important link between the farmers and
urban customers.

The CM said that during the function
online foundation has been laid for 50 food
processing companies which will create
employment for the youth and even the
farmers would get right cost of their
products. He said that in the year 2013-14
the agriculture growth rate was minus 4.5
per cent which has turned into a positive
growth of 14 per cent which was mainly
due to the hardwork of the farmers of the
state. Das said that the picture of the vil-
lages did not change in the last 67 years and
it was only when Prime Minister Narendra

Modi took revolutionary steps to improve
the condition of the farmers and a target
was set to double their incomes. He said
that Jharkhand was getting the benefit of
double engine. He suggested that farmers
should try to earn one third of income
should come from agriculture another one
third from animal husbandry and anoth-
er one third from horticulture floriculture
and solar farming. He said that farmers
should do solar farming on barren land and
the same would be procured by the state
government through grid at Re 3 per unit. 

The CM said that it is priority for the
State government to ensure that the farm-
ers are not looted by the middlemen. He
said that 28 lakh farmers in the state would
be given mobile phones from 2019-21 while
in 2019 the premium of crop insurance

would be paid by state government sim-
ilar to what was done in the year 2018.

The CM said that power would
reach in all homes by 2018 and by May
2019 separate feeders would be set for
agriculture so that farmers can get
power for six hours for agriculture
works while separate feeders would be
provided for house hold and industrial
usages.

Earlier in his speech, Chief Secretary
Sudhir Tripathi justifying the organisa-
tion of the Summit said that the State is
equally blessed with different agro-cli-
matic zones, soil quality and labourious
farmers. “Why agriculture and food
summit in Jharkhand? The answer is

very simple. Climate, geography and nat-
ural resources present unlimited opportu-
nity before the State to excel even in the
field of agriculture. The State is doubly
blessed,” said he. The CS also lauded the
measures like single window for agricul-
ture, making of soil health card, promotion
of Women SHGs and providing market for
perishable food produces taken during the
last four years.    

The two-day summit opened by Chief
Minister Raghubar Das and Union
Minister Radha Mohan Singh. Message of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was read
by Agriculture Minister Randheer Singh
who wished well the State for organising
the event. Host of Ministers and officials
of various Departments of the State
Government were present on the occasion.
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The much awaited mega
event ‘Global Agriculture

and Food Summit’ started with
a ray of hope for the farmers of
the State at Khelgaon in Ranchi
on Thursday.  A large number
of enthusiastic and progressive
farmers have come to join the
programme from across the
State.

According to the depart-
ment’s notifications around
10,000 farmers have joined the
mega event to learn innovative
ideas which will increase their
earnings as the government’s
objective to organize the event
is doubling the income of the
farmers.

Applauding the mega event
a farmer from Karanwakala vil-
lage of Garhwa Block in
Garhwa, Pramod Tiwari said
this event a big opportunity for
the farmers of Jharkhand
because a large numbers of
experts have joined the pro-
gramme to disseminate their
knowledge through this event.
As agriculture in Jharkhand is

getting less importance than
mining and industry the event
has giving ample opportunity
to farmers of the state to
increase their income, he
added.

Tiwary further said that he
is cultivating flowers and he has
developed a flower by hybrid
method which is not available
in any part of the world even
he shown the picture the
flower. He said that such kind
of event will also provide
opportunity to farmers to show
their products.

A group of farmers from
Pundugiri village of Tamar
Block in Ranchi District said
the program will give oppor-
tunity convey our message to
higher authorities. One of them
Harikrishna Badaik said that
there is immense opportunity
in Jharkhand to bring itself
equivalent to Punjab and other
agricultural developed states.
“As agriculture in the State is
completely dependent on mon-
soon, irrigation for other crops
is difficult, so we need better
irrigation facility to increase

our productions,” he added.
A fish farmer from Barhi in

Hajaribagh District
Mohammad Jasin said as such
kinds of programme will give
us opportunity to meet with
various kinds of people like
experts, buyers and other farm-
ers.

While praising the effort of
the government a farmer from
Ramgarh district Rajiv Pratap
Raj said, this is good effort
taken by Jharkhand govern-
ment which will boost morale
of farmers and it will provide
opportunity for self employ-
ment as agriculture is oldest
business and it has so many
areas of earning. 

Raj further said, at present
time agriculture is facing short-
ages of labourers. “So I have
come here to see equipments
which can solve our problems.
The program also provides us
opportunity to market our
products. Earlier we sold our
products in nearby market but
now we have learned that how
to get right price of our prod-
ucts,” he added.
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With a view to provide
better facility for the

farmers of Jharkhand agricul-
ture department is running
single window system
informed Ramesh Gholap dur-
ing the technical session of
‘Global Agriculture and Food
Summit’ on the inaugural day
on Thursday

While informing about the
achievement of the depart-
ment Gholap said the pro-
gram is going on to convert
barren land into agricultural
land. The department is devel-
oping small size of machines to
develop skills of farmers and
local people are getting train-
ing of these machines.

Addressing the gathering
Agricultural Engineering
Scientist from ICAR, Rouf
Ahmed Pare said, at present
farmers average income is Rs
6426 per month.  If it will make
double till 2022 then farmers
income will be Rs12, 852 per
month. To achieve this aim
there should be 24 per cent
growth rate in the field of
Jharkhand. But at present it is
4.9 per cent. 

Director, Sameti, M Shiva
said it is specialty of the state
that there is single point of con-

tact. This is first of its kind.
Jharkhand is called gate of
eastern India. Corridor is avail-
able for SAARC countries like
Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh
which could exploitation of
possibility in the field of agri-
culture. A live environment of
business is present in the State.

Suggesting some ideas
Professor IIT Kharagpur
Rajendra shared opinion as
how to develop Jharkhand as
exporter state. He further said,
“The biggest problem of farm-

ers of the state is scarcity of
land. The present land is very
hard. He guided how to convert
these lands in agricultural
land.” Engineering Officer BAU
Ranchi DK Ruiya said there is
need to bring changes in the
traditional plough and make it
is easy to use equipments. 

He faurther said that there
is need to convert land of the
state in two to three years.
Ruiya informed how to run
machines in lower cost and
labour. 
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Renowned authors and litterateurs from
country including Ruskin Bond would be in

Ranchi for the Jharkhand Literary Meet (JLM)
to be held at Audrey House on December 8 and
9, said vice president of Corporate Services
TATA Steel Chankaya Choudhary on Thursday.

Addressing the media persons he said, “After
the resounding success of first Tata Steel’s JLM
in 2017, the coming event would see participa-
tion from eminent writers and personalities
including Ruskin Bond, Uday Prakash, Mahadev
Toppo, Alok Rai and Rekha Bhardwaj”.

He said that Ruskin Bond, the author prac-
tically every English-speaking child in India has
grown up reading, will be present for two ses-
sions – one of which will be on the Bollywood
adaptations of his stories.

Speaking on the occasion, Chanakya
Chaudhary said; “We initiated the first JLM with
the belief that a culturally rich region such as
Jharkhand must have its own festival celebrat-
ing literature and allied cultural pursuits includ-
ing dance, music, recitation, cinema and the-
atrical performances. The focus has been to
engage premier authors, speakers and perfor-
mance artists from the region and across
India.” 

She added, “It was our privilege and plea-
sure to have hosted, in the very first year itself,
eminent writers and personalities such as
Ashok Vajpeyi, Mark Tully, and Sharmila
Tagore, among others. We hope to make the JLM
an integral part of Ranchi cultural canvas as well
as the region’s premier literary event”; he
added.

Festival Director Malavika Banerjee said;

“We are privileged to have iconic author Ruskin
Bond to inaugurate and be a part of JLM 2018,
especially as this his first-ever visit to Ranchi.
Uday Prakash, one of the stalwarts of modern
Hindi literature, is another author we are priv-
ileged to bring to JLM 2018”

Banerjee also said authors from the region
who are making a mark on the country’s liter-
ary scene, such as Mahadev Toppo, Mohua Maji
and Anuj Lugun wouldalso be among the par-
ticipants. “This is part of our continued, strong
focus on making the meet a balance between
writing from the region and elsewhere,” she
added.

A curtain-raiser of the event has also been
planned at Jamshedpur on December 7, fea-
turing Bond, who would flag off the Tata Steel
Literary Meet Season, which includes ‘Kalam’,
the Kolkata Literary Meet, and the ‘Bhubaneswar
Literary Meet’.

Rekha Bhardwaj’s performance will be
another major highlight of the festival. The
National Award winning singer would surely be
a perfect fit for the Jharkhand Literary Meet, not
only because of her reputation as a powerhouse
performer but also because of her known
interest in Hindi and Urdu literature. A session
on S.D Burman’s music, as explored in an award-
winning book, would be an added draw for
music-lovers. For the millennials, a session on
the advent and mass popularity of web-streamed
content aided by platforms such as Netflix and
Amazon Prime will be discussed with the cast
of ‘Mirzapur’ (an Amazon Prime original).

A stand-up comedy performance by
renowned comic and writer Sorabh Pant and a
musical tribute to Begum Akhtar will round up
the offerings at JLM 2018. 
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In a joint operation Chatra
and Palamau police have

arrested Tritya Sammelan
Prastuti Committee area com-
mander Prashant Kumar alias
Pankaj from Dandarkala village
under Panki police station area
of Palamau.

Addressing media persons
Chatra SP Akhilesh V Veriar
on Thursday stated that the
accused was an active extrem-
ist in Simaria, Pathalgadha and
Giggour in Chatra and
Katkamsandi and Katkamdaag
of Hazaribag district.

The SP said on Wednesday
he received a tip off that
Prashant was to visit his father’s
house in Panki and formed a
team led by ASP (Operation) to
carry out the operation to nab
him. 

Police surrounded the
extremist’s house to make the
arrest. A sum of around Rs
35,000 was recovered from
him.

Police said that Prashant
was involved in about a dozen
of cases of murder, loot, arson
and levy collection in border-
ing areas of Hazaribag district.
He was also an accused in the
journalist’s Chandan Tiwari
murder case. 
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The Central Adoption
Resource Agency has modified
its rules to ensure that single
women over the age of 45,
wishing to adopt a child are
given priority and allowed to
jump the queue. Since this
change 250 single women have
adopted children. said Rakesh
Shrivastava, Secretary WCD,
speaking at a meeting of Single
Women in Delhi. Shrivastava
was speaking at a meeting of the
National Forum for Single
Women's Rights.

sAccording to a release
issued by National Forum for
Single Women’s Right, over hun-
dred Single Women leaders
from 11 states have gathered in
the national capital to raise their
collective voice to ensure the
right to live with dignity for all
Single Women. Shrivastava also
said, ''Please share proceedings
of this meeting with us, we will
certainly plan new schemes and
ensure that not just widows, but
all Single Women - separated,
divorced etc. are also included.

"Parul Chaudhary speaking
on behalf of the Forum said that

the Ministry should study
Rajasthan Government's
Palanhaar Scheme, which pro-
vides DBT to households with
children growing in vulnerable
circumstances - including chil-
dren of Single Women; and
launch a similar scheme for the
entire nation.  Raising issues per-
tinent to low-income Single
Women, Nirmal Chandel -
Convener of the National Forum
said, "Single Women are thought
of as weak, and consequently are
suppressed and harassed by
family and society. 

If we want to see change in

the situation of Single Women
we will have to change this per-
ception. Single Women are not
weak, they are Strong Women!"

Thought of as vulnerable
and weak, Single Women have
themselves come a great way for-
ward. In the meeting it was
reported that in Jharkhand
Single Women leaders trained in
filing RTI applications, have
within a month filed 33 RTI
applications seeking information
from Panchayats and Block
Development offices. In Gujarat,
Single Women have collective-
ly ensured land rights for 127
landless persons. In Rajasthan,
Single Women leaders and local
groups are vigilant towards com-
munity issues. They have
worked to ensure drinking water
and toilets in schools in remote
locations and have established a
new festival - "BehnaDooj" to
celebrate Sisterhood. Mansa of
Rajasthan reported that she and
many other Single Women have
received replies from the PMO,
in response to over 8000 post-
cards that were sent by Single
Women all over India.
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Keeping the indomitable
spirit of adventure alive,

soldiers of Indian Army con-
ducted Cockerel Gunners’
White Water Rafting
Expedition at Rishikesh on
Thursday. The expedition
commenced on November 26
wherein a team comprising of
20 adventure enthusiasts of a
Medium Regiment were
flagged off at Rudraprayag.

After successfully traversing
150 kilometers across River
Ganges over four days, the

team was flagged in
at Rishikesh.  As part
of its challenging
journey, the team
successfully negoti-
ated numerous grade
III and IV Rapids.

The expedition
reaffirmed the

Indian Army’s
resolve of a strong

sense of determination, grit
and perseverance in face of all
odds.

!������(������������	���	�����8���� 1
����������	
�
'
�������$��
�
 ����� ��'�����-

,
�5�����!������;�3�����3�����-�����17/�����
�



��$�%���&%#�����'��%��#( '�� )�*"�%�+,-�.,/0

������� /����� �01��0,*�

The Telugu Desam Party’s
parting ways with its NDA

ally BJP seems to have cast a
shadow on the Andhra
Pradesh Government’s pro-
jects in the State. The Central
Forest Advisory Committee
(FAC) has turned down the
Chandra Babu Naidu dispen-
sation’s proposal to divert
3307.27 hectare forest land
for setting up a string of pro-
jects — eight in total — in the
new capital Amaravati. 

The projects include
Adventure Eco Theme Park
(150.84 hactres), Integrated
Institutional Complex (434.85
hectares), E-5 park (371.80
hectares), Aerospace, Precision
Engineering Innovation and
Research and Green Mobility
Park (1625.53 hectares), Bio-
diversity Park (231.33
hectares), Eco-Tourism Village
(118.30 hectares) and Science
City (123.82 hectares) in the
Guntur Forest Division.  

The projects were to be
constructed by the Andhra
Pradesh Capital Region
Development Authority

(APCRDA) on the PPP mode.
However, refusing to clear the
projects, the FAC in its meet-
ing held on November 15,
2018 said that the user agencies
had not explored options to use
non-forest lands for the project
development. The TDP quit the
NDA in March this year.

Intriguingly, the Ministry

had given its in-principle
approval to the proposal on
September 20, 2017.  The State
Government had initially
requested for diversion of
19256.8 hectares forest land
which was revised to 13267
hectares and then to 12444.89
hectares of forest area, of which
FAC considered only 2087.09

hectares as a special case,
although this was non-site spe-
cific, in view of security rea-
sons. 

However, following inter-
vention of the National Green
Tribunal, the State Government
submitted the proposal again
early this year for central
approval. The FAC sought a

report from the Chennai
regional office which submit-
ted that the proposal is non-site
specific. 

Thereafter, refusing to give
green signal, the FAC  of the
Union Environment Ministry
said, “The State Government
should make efforts to increase
the total area under green
cover, in line with some of the
best capital regions in the
country and also should make
efforts in increasing the densi-
ty of the existing RFs in the
capital region.” 

Considering all “the above
facts FAC decided not to rec-
ommend for ‘in-principle’
approval for this proposal,”
said the panel in its minutes of
the meeting.

The panel members
included, SD Vora (Member),
Dr Sanjay Deshmukh
(Member) DK Mohanty
(Member) AK Mqhanty
(Inspector General of Forests
(FC)) Saibal Dasgupta( Addl.
Director General of Forests
(FC)) and Siddhanta Das
(Director General of Forests
and Special Secretary of the
Environment Ministry).
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After the farm loan waiver
emerged as the main elec-

toral plank of the Congress in
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, the party has
promised the same in
Rajasthan. From youth to farm-
ers, the party on Thursday
promised to take care of each
section of the society including
women in its manifesto
released for the Rajasthan
Assembly elections. 

The party in an effort to
wrest power from Vasundhara
Raje has promised to waive off
farm loans, give pension to
farmers and exclude farming
equipment from GST. Further
employments opportunities for
the youth and those who want
to start their own business will
be given loans. Youth without
jobs will get a monthly
allowance of �3,500.

Highlighting the promises
made in the manifesto, Rajasthan
Congress President Sachin Pilot
said the government will waive
farmers’ loan, provide free edu-
cation to girls and women and
give up to �3,500 monthly
allowance to educated unem-
ployed youths. The ruling BJP
too promised a monthly
allowance of up to �5,000 in its
manifesto released on Tuesday.

AICC general secretary
Avinash Pande, former chief
minister Ashok Gehlot and
manifesto committee chair-
man Harish Choudhary
released the document titled
‘Jan Ghoshna Patra’ ahead of
the December 7 election.

Pilot said the Congress
reached out to people in vari-
ous ways, including on social
media, and received nearly
two lakh suggestions for the
manifesto. He said the party
aims to implement the mani-
festo in a time-bound manner
on formation of a Congress

government in Rajasthan,
which has 200 Assembly seats.

Gehlot said the party’s
manifesto was based on “Rahul
model” as people’s suggestions
were taken before drafting it.
He claimed the BJP
Government has closed uni-
versities set up by the Congress
government and promised that
they will be reopened.

In the manifesto, the
Congress said it would like to
have agriculture equipment and
tractor exempted from the
Goods and Services Tax. It said
recommendation to bring petrol
and diesel under the GST will
be made to the GST Council.

The opposition party
promised to promote organic
farming, give pension to elder-
ly farmers, develop dairy indus-
try, give push to fisheries, pro-
vide internet facility in every
panchayat, link villages with
eastern Rajasthan canal project.

It promised to ensure qual-
ity health services to citizens,
availability of wheat to BPL
families at �1 per kg, easy
monetary loans to the youth
and no fare in State-run buses
for candidates travelling to
appear in competitive exams.

It said it will expedite work
on rail connectivity in
Dungarpur, Banswara and
Tonk districts if it comes to
power in the state. To push
industrial growth, the party
said, companies working in
the fields of robotics, artificial
intelligence, nano technology
and quantum computing will
be promoted.

It has promised new indus-
try and tourism policies, pro-
motion of local art, culture and
heritage; a 24X7 women
helpline, an ITI and poly-tech-
nic college for women in every
district, increase in pension
amount for the elderly, a jour-
nalists’ protection act, an advo-
cates’ protection act and steps
for security of religious places.
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The Delhi Government is
“sitting” on the Regional

Rapid Transit System (RRTS)
file on corridor between Delhi
and Meerut that aims to de-
congest the national Capital,
the Centre told the Supreme
Court Thursday.

The apex court should give
a direction to the Delhi
Government on this issue, the
Centre told a bench of Justices
Madan B Lokur, S Abdul
Nazeer and Deepak Gupta.

“The Government of India
and Uttar Pradesh are com-
mitted on their shares. We are
yet to get it from the Delhi gov-
ernment. We want a direction
from this court for Delhi gov-
ernment as they are sitting on
it,” said Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) ANS Nadkarni,
appearing for the Centre.
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The Supreme Court told the
Uttar Pradesh Government

on Thursday that the vision
document on protecting Taj
Mahal, being prepared by
School of Planning and
Architecture (SPA), Delhi,
should be made public once
finalised as there is “nothing
secret” about it.

A bench of Justices Madan
B Lokur, S Abdul Nazeer and
Deepak Gupta was told by
SPA that the process of prepar-
ing vision document would be
completed within a “few days”
and as per terms of reference
they would submit it to the UP
government.

“It (vision document)
should be made public. It is a
vision document. There is
nothing secret about it. You
place it on record also,” the
bench told the counsel repre-
senting Uttar Pradesh.

Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) ANS Nadkarni,
appearing for the Centre, told
the bench that the first draft of
the heritage plan for Taj Mahal,
which is to be submitted to the
UNESCO, was ready and it
would be finalised within eight
weeks.

He said that once the her-
itage plan is finalised, it will be
sent  to the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) along with vision
document.

The bench also dealt with
the issue of declaring Agra as a
heritage city and the Centre told
the court that they had written
to the UP government about it.

Advocate Aishwarya Bhati,
representing Uttar Pradesh,
told the bench that they have
sought assistance of
Ahmedabad-based Centre for
Environmental Planning and
Technology, which would con-
duct a study on this.

When Bhati said it would
take around 24 months to
carry out the study, the bench
asked. “Why 24 months?”.

She said in Ahmedabad,
the entire city was not declared
as heritage, and it took around
eight to nine years to complete
the process.

Professor Meenakshi
Dhote, the project coordinator
of vision document on Taj, told
the court that they had received
several feedbacks on vision
document and her team would
finish the work within the next
few days.

The bench also dealt with
several pending applications,
including those which have
raised the issues of expansion of
industries in Agra in contra-
vention of the top court’s order
and construction activities and
traffic congestion there. 

The court told the applicant,
who has raised the issue of
expansion of industries, to
approach the principal secretary
of department of industries of
Uttar Pradesh with his grievance.

The bench has posted the
matter for further hearing in
first week of February.

On September 25, the top
court had extended till
November 15 the time for
Uttar Pradesh government to
come out with vision docu-
ment on protecting and pre-
serving the 17th century mon-
ument and asked it to consid-

er declaring a portion of the
area surrounding it ‘heritage’.

The state government had
said that “in-principle” there
cannot be any objection in
declaring all of Agra a heritage
city but that would have several
ramifications.

It had said it would be dif-
ficult to declare the entire city
heritage but some portion of it
could be brought within its
ambit, covering sites like Taj
Mahal, Fatehpur Sikri and Agra
Fort.

The top court had earlier
asked the authorities to take a
larger perspective on issues of
pollution and green cover while
preparing a vision document,
saying there would not get a
“second chance” to preserve the
Taj Mahal.

While observing that the
Taj Mahal would “of course be
the centre piece” of the matters
to be considered, the apex
court had said other issues like
vehicular traffic, pollution from
the industries operating in the
Taj Trapezium Zone (TTZ)
and the water level of the
Yamuna river should also be
looked into while preparing the
vision document.

The TTZ is an area of
about 10,400 sq km spread over
the districts of Agra, Firozabad,
Mathura, Hathras and Etah in
Uttar Pradesh and the
Bharatpur district of Rajasthan.

Environmentalist M C
Mehta, the petitioner in the
case relating to protection of Taj
Mahal, had told the apex court
that green cover in the area has
reduced and there were
encroachments inside and out-
side the Yamuna flood plains.

The top court, which has
been monitoring development
in the TTZ area to protect the
Taj, had earlier slammed the
Centre, Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment and TTZ authority for
their failure to restore the pris-
tine glory of Taj Mahal.
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Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on Thursday

wondered if the Kartarpur
corridor would be of any use
if Pakistan continued to sup-
port cross-border terrorism
against India. Puri, who rep-
resented the Indian
Government at the ground-
breaking ceremony of the cor-
ridor, said while Kartarpur is
a “corridor of hope and good-
will” it cannot be insulated
from the ground reality.

The corridor links Darbar
Sahib in Pakistan — the final
resting place of Sikh faith’s
founder Guru Nanak — with
Dera Baba Nanak shrine in
India’s Gurdaspur. 

“The fact of the matter is
that the ground reality is char-
acterised by one state using ter-
ror as an instrument of policy
against a neighbouring state,”
he said here on the sidelines 

of the Cement
Manufacturers Association of
India’s annual convention here.

Puri, the Union minister of

state of Housing and Urban
Affairs (independent charge),
also said,”Now what use of the
corridor would be, if these
kind of acts of terrorism or ele-
ments which are committed to
creating trouble (continue).”

Reiterating the govern-
ment’s stand on dialogue with
Pakistan, he said External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
has already gone “on record
that terror and talks do not
make a good companion”.

“So you cannot have talks
when the other side (Pakistan)
has terror,” Puri said.
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In a major decision to fill the
vacant posts in Central

Universities and institutions,
the HRD Ministry on
Thursday announced to facil-
itate direct recruitment of aca-
demics holding doctoral
degree from top 500 global
Universities or institutions.
At present, they need to take
the National Eligibility Test
along with the Indian com-
petitors. 

A HRD Ministry official
said doctoral degree holders
from the top 500 foreign uni-
versities are now eligible for
direct recruitment as an assis-
tant professor in Indian varsi-
ties. As per the new recruit-
ment norms laid down by
university regulator UGC, the
top 500 ranking of the uni-
versity shall be referred from
four famous world university
ranking systems —
Quacquarelli Symonds, Times
Higher Education rankings
and the Academic Ranking of
World Universities of the
Shanghai Jiao Tong University.

“The direct recruitment

eligibility of international PhD
holders is applicable for the
disciplines of Arts, Commerce,
Humanities, Education, Law,
Social Sciences, Sciences,
Languages, Library Science,
Physical Education and
Journalism and Mass
Communication. This will help
students learn from global tal-
ent in India itself, “a senior
University Grants Commission
(UGC) official said.

Earlier, the candidates eli-
gible for the post were
required to have minimum 55
per cent marks in  the Master’s
degree in concerned subject
from an Indian University or
an equivalent degree from an
accredited foreign university. 

The candidate was also
required to have cleared the
National Eligibility Test (NET)
conducted by the UGC or the
CSIR, or a similar test accred-
ited by the UGC, like SLET,
SET.  While PhD degree hold-
ers from Indian university
with required percentage in
Masters’ are also eligible for
direct recruitment, the mini-
mum requirements related to
Masters’ programme have

been waived off for interna-
tional PhD holders.

“The direct recruitment
eligibility only grants candi-
dates an exemption from the
written test but their perfor-
mance in the interview will be
a deciding factor for their
appointment,” the official
added. 

There are about 6,000
(roughly) vacant posts of fac-
ulty members in central uni-
versities across the country
while the number of such
vacancies in the prestigious
IITs round up to 2900. In
National Institutes of
Technology and Indian
Institute of Engineering
Science and Technology, there
are 1,870 vacant positions
while the figure is 258 in
IIMs.

In order to meet their
requirements, though at the
cost of quality of education,
the institutions and universi-
ties are adopting measures to
address shortage which
includes engaging research
scholars,  contract,  re-
employed, adjunct and visiting
faculty.
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The CBI has registered a fresh case of
criminal conspiracy, robbery, dacoity

and disobeying law to cause injury against
police and revenue department officials of
Tamil Nadu in connection with the firing
on anti-Sterlite protestors on May 22 in
Thoothukudi in which 13 people were
killed, officials said Thursday.

This is the second case pertaining to
the incident. 

The case has been registered against
unidentified officials of police and revenue
department on the basis of a complaint
from K Arjunan, District Secretary, 
CPI-M.

The agency has covered most of the
issues raised in Arjunan’s complaint in its
FIR dated October 8, officials said.

“Perusal of written complaint dated

May 29, 2018 discloses prima facie com-
mission of offence...By unknown persons
and public servants from police and rev-
enue department,” the FIR said.

The fresh FIR has been registered
under IPC sections related to criminal con-
spiracy, public servants disobeying law
with intent to cause injury to any person,
framing incorrect document to cause
injury, robbery, dacoity, criminal intimi-
dation and acts done in furtherance of
common intention. 

Acting on a batch of petitions related
to the police firing, the Madurai Bench of
the Madras High Court had on August 14
asked the premier investigative agency to
probe the incident.

The Tamil Nadu Police had opened fire
on protestors on the 100th day of protests
as locals allegedly turned violent demand-
ing the closure of Sterlite copper plant, a
unit of Vedanta group over purported pol-
lution concerns killing 13 people, the police
had claimed.

The 13 deaths drew widespread con-
demnation by opposition political parties,
led by the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) in the state.

The petitions which sought relief for

the victims, registration of murder case
against police officers for allegedly deploy-
ing snipers, a probe by a high court judge
and the CBI, were heard by a division
bench of Justices C T Selvam and Basheer
Ahmed.

“It can hardly be expected that any
investigation either into the wrong doings
of the protesters or of the police or
administration would inspire confidence
if entrusted to agencies of this state,” the
bench had said.

It had further said that the state gov-
ernment was liable to answer certain
questions over the firing as it noted that
the absence of the district collector was
rather unusual in the face of definite input
of anti-social elements infiltrating the
100th day protest, which prompted pro-
mulgation of ban orders under Section 144
of the CrPC in the area.

Also, the bench had noted that police
firing was ordered by an official who was
not a jurisdictional executive magistrate
and admittedly on his assuming powers
which he did not possess. 

“Caesar’s wife must be above suspicion
and not only must justice be done it must
also be seen to be done,” it had added. 
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The Union Home Ministry
on Thursday relaxed the

height norms in a few cate-
gories for male candidates from
the Northeast applying for
posts of constables and sub-
inspectors in Central paramil-
itary forces. Union Minister of
State for Home Kiren Rijiju said
with this relaxation, large num-
ber of youths from the
Northeast, and Gorkhas will be
recruited in central paramili-
tary forces.

The Home Ministry said
the decision has been taken to

maintain uniformity in height
norms of male Gorkhas and
male Schedule Tribes candi-
dates of the Northeastern
region. “Ministry of Home
Affairs has taken a historic
decision to remove discrimi-
nation in height norms for the
STs of North-East India &
Gorkhas for recruitment in
Central Armed Forces,” Rijiju
tweeted.

The new height norms will
be applicable to Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF),
Border Security Force (BSF),
Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB),
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF), Indo Tibetan

Border Police (ITBP) and
Assam Rifles (AR) and comes
into immediate effect.

According to the revised
norms, the height of male ST
candidates from the Northeast
for recruitment as constables
should be 157 cm instead of
162.5 cm. Similarly, the height
of male Gorkhas and male
Schedule Tribes aspirants from
the Northeast for the posts of
Sub-Inspector in paramilitary
forces and Assistant Sub
Inspector in Central Industrial
Security Force should be 157
cm instead of 165 cm (for SI)
and 162.5 cm (for ASI) respec-
tively.
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Aday after Mamata Banerjee
announced Trinamool

Congress’ plans to contest elec-
tions from neighbouring States
of Jharkhand, Odisha, Assam
and Tripura as an apparent
antidote to the rising “saffron
menace” in Bengal, the Chief
Minister on Thursday said
Bengal (read TMC) was des-
tined to show India the way in
days to come.

“In days to come Bengal
will show the way to the rest of
the country” at a time when
communal and casteist forces
were trying to divide India to

gain narrow political mileage.
Attacking the BJP and the

Government’s run by it for
dividing the country commu-
nally and along caste and lin-
guistic lines Banerjee said after
creating tensions among com-

munities in Assam and Gujarat
“they (the BJP) are trying to set
one community against the
other in Bengal too.
Here they are trying to create
a rift between the Bengalis
and Hindi-speaking people so
that they can reap political
harvest.”

However, the BJP would
not be able to do what it had
done in other States, she said.
“They will never be able to
divide Bengal for votes. Earlier
they tried to do so but failed.
This time also they are trying
such dirty tricks but this 
time also they will fail,”
Banerjee said. 
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The BJP accused the
Congress on Thursday of

copying its manifesto for the
Rajasthan Assembly polls
scheduled to be held on
December 7.

While talking to reporters
here, Union Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said 
most of the public welfare
issues in the Congress’s mani-
festo were already raised by 
the BJP.

The Congress in its elec-
tion manifesto released on
Thursday made promises like
loan waiver to farmers, free
education to girls and women,
unemployment allowance of up
to �3,500 to educated youth
and pension to elderly farmers,

among others.
“The Congress has released

its manifesto four days after the
BJP did so. But surprisingly, no
mind was applied by the
Congress in drafting it, 
which contained most of the
issues mentioned by the 
BJP in its manifesto,”
Shekhawat claimed.

He said the Congress has
misled the people by produc-
ing a “tampered version” of the
BJP’s announcements ahead
of the elections. U n i o n
minister Arjun Ram Meghwal
also slammed the Congress,
saying the party was deceiving
the people of Rajasthan with
the announcements ahead of
the elections. 

“The Congress has talked
about waiving-off loans of

farmers. They had made a
similar promise in Punjab and
Karnataka before election, but
did not waive-off loans worth
a single penny,” Meghwal said
in a statement.

While referring to the
Right to Health announce-
ment made by the 

Congress in its election
manifesto, the Union Water
Resources Minister said the
scheme was a replica of the
BJP’s Ayushman Bharat. 

Briefing about election-
eering in the poll-bound State,
he said the BJP will run a
‘Kamal Diya’ campaign across
the state on Friday during
which the party workers 
will contact 51 lakh beneficia-
ries of various Government
schemes.
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BJP chief Amit Shah on
Thursday termed the

Congress a private limited
company of the Gandhi-Nehru
family in which party workers
are “ashamed” of chanting slo-
gans for the country.

He targeted the opposition
party at a series of public meet-
ings in poll-bound Rajasthan,
where he also talked tough on
illegal migration from
Bangladesh.

He said the BJP
Government will try to expel
illegal migrants  “one by one”
and asked Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi to clarify whether he
wanted “infiltrators” to remain
in the country.

“The Congress is not a
democratic party. It is a private
limited firm of the Gandhi-
Nehru family,” he said address-
ing an election rally in Kotputli
in Jaipur district.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
president also addressed meet-
ings in Karauli and Nadoti in
Karauli district, and in Bassi
near Jaipur. Shah referred to a
reported incident in Bikaner
where Congress workers chant-
ing ‘Bharat mata ki jai’ 
were interrupted by ‘Sonia
Gandhi ki jai’ slogans.

“They are ashamed of

chanting slogans for the coun-
try. It is a matter of shame for
the Congress,” he said.

On illegal migration, 
Shah said, “During the 10 years
of the previous Congress
Government’s rule at the
Centre, there was no control on
infiltration.”

“Vote for Vasundhara Raje
in 2018 in Rajasthan and for
Narendra Modi in 2019,” he said
in Karauli. “I assure you that the
BJP government will work to
throw out each and every
intruder from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir and Assam to Gujarat,
one by one,” he added.

He highlighted the surgical
strike conducted by the Army
in Pakistan-held territory
across the Line of Control.

Shah said the BJP
Governments at the Centre
and in Rajasthan had imple-
mented welfare schemes cov-
ering all sections of society.

He alleged it is in the char-
acter of the Congress to spread
the poison of caste and reli-
gion-based politics while the
BJP’s motto is ‘Sabka saath,
sabka Vikas’ (inclusive devel-
opment).

Amit Shah said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
worked to make the 
country proud across 
the globe.
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The elongated 9-phased pan-
chayat polls crossed the

half-way mark in Jammu &
Kashmir on Thursday as 71.1
per cent voters exercised their
right of franchise to elect village
representatives in the fifth phase
of the elections. Amid sepa-
ratists’ call for shutdown in
poll-bound areas, a meagre 33.7
per cent was recorded in
Kashmir Valley while Jammu
province recorded an impressive
percentage of 85.2 per cent.

According to Chief
Electoral Officer, Kupwara wit-
nessed 42.5% polling,
Bandipora 34.6%, Baramulla
32.9%, Ganderbal 20.3%,
Budgam 34.8%, Pulwama 0.5

%, Anantnag 10.1 %, Doda
83.3%, Ramban 85.2%,
Udhampur 82%, Reasi 89.1%,
Jammu 88.9 %, Rajouri 82.8%
and Poonch 84.5%.

The polling was held at
2512 polling stations including
769 in Kashmir division and
1743 in Jammu division.

As many as 848 polling sta-
tions had been categorized as
hypersensitive including 755 in
Kashmir division and 93 in
Jammu division.

As many as 4763 candi-
dates are in the fray for 309
sarpanch and 1534 Panch seats
in Phase-V while 118
Sarpanchs and 1046 Panchs
have been elected unopposed.

Pertinently, in Phase-I of
Panchayat Polls held on 17

November 74.1% polling was
recorded across J&K including
64.5% in Kashmir division and
79.4% in Jammu division. In
the Phase-II of Panchayat Polls
held on 20 November overall
71.1% polling was witnessed
across the State with an over-
whelming 80.4% polling in
Jammu division and 52.2% in
Kashmir division. 

Similarly, in Phase-III, the
State witnessed a polling per-
centage of 75.2% which
includes 55.7% in Kashmir
division and 83.0% in Jammu
division. In Phase-IV, the state
witnessed a polling percentage
of 71.3%, including 82.4%
polling was witnessed in
Jammu division and 32.3% in
Kashmir division.
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Fighting aggressively with
the Nitish Kumar

Government, Leaders of
Opposition in both the Houses
of legislature Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav and her mother Rabri
Devi claim  victory every now
and then but failed on family
front once again.

Lalu Prasad and Rabri’s
elder son Tej Pratap Yadav on
Thursday reiterated his stand
that he would neither withdraw
divorce petition nor live with
wife Aishwarya Rai. The two
were wedded on May 12 last
and Yadav filed divorce petition
in the family court last month.

Since the filing of petition
Tej disappeared and remained
missing for about a month

and reportedly spent his time
in Mathura. After meeting his
jailed and ailing father Lalu
Prasad at Rims in Ranchi, he
slipped out and did not return
here even as family members
tried their best for a patch up
and pursue him to withdraw
the petition.

On Thursday, he returned
only to appear in the family
court where a hearing was
scheduled. But Tej was not in
favour of listening to anyone and
said he was not going to take
back his application and that he
will fight his battle all alone.

Tej was married to
Asihwarya, granddaughter of
former Chief Minister Daroga
Rai and daughter of RJD MLA
and former Minister
Chandrika Rai amid much

fanfare only six months back
but he dropped a bombshell
last month by filing a divorce
petition saying he was not
ready to live with her and even
leveled several serious allega-
tions against her, including
her pressure to give Lok Sabha
ticket to her father from
Chhapra seat.

All family members includ-
ing parents were left shell
shocked and no amount of
pursuing succeeded. There were
also reports that some Sadhu in
Mathura were behind mis-
guiding Tej who is a known
devotee of Lord Krishna and
spends good times with Sadhus.

The hearing in the family

court was in camera and any-
body not associated with the
case was allowed entry. There
was no reaction from the fam-
ily members of Aishwarya,
who was educated in Delhi.

Despite Tej’s assertion that
he was not taking back his peti-
tion there were unconfirmed
reports that the Lalu-Rabri fam-
ily was readying for a big party.
First there had been hints that
Tej has agreed to withdraw but
after the hearing he remained
adamant. A woman fell on his
feet just outside court urging
him not to divorce his wife but
he refused to listen her and secu-
rity personnel whisked her away.
Tej has hired a lawyer from
Delhi Amit Khemka to plead his
case. The next hearing is fixed
on January 8.  
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Pitted against the BJP’s lone
Muslim candidate in the

State Assembly polls,
Rajasthan Congress chief
Sachin Pilot has a poser for the
saffron party — will Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath come to Tonk to
seek votes for Yoonus Khan.

On his campaign trail cov-
ering nine panchayats and the
city throughout the day on
Wednesday, Pilot accused the
BJP of playing politics of caste
and religion.

In his campaign speeches
one after another in Tonk,
Pilot is pitching his electoral
contest with Khan as a battle
of ideologies and not of indi-
viduals. The State Congress
president, who is fighting his
debut Assembly election and
that too from a seat outside his
regular parliamentary con-
stituency, is drawing massive
crowds at meetings in urban as
well as rural areas and is con-
voy is forced to stop every now
and then by people wishing to
garland him and those raising
slogans in his support.

The city is also abuzz with
talk of a CM probable con-
testing from this town, who his
supporters feel could usher in
major development works in
the city which lags behind in

infrastructure and facilities.
“Be it Yoonus Khan or

Chenghiz Khan, it doesn’t mat-
ter. Pilot will win the polls,” said
Jagdish from Mor Bhatiyan
village where Pilot rode a bul-
lock cart in a show of people’s
affection towards him.

Another supporter at the
gathering, Meghraj, said Pilot’s
win was a foregone conclusion
and he would also be the
chief minister of Rajasthan.
During his campaign on
Wednesday, people in villages
welcomed Pilot in novel ways
— from making him ride a
bullock cart and a rath to
weighing him with fruits. Pilot
happily obliged and also asked
the people of Tonk at all his
meetings to ensure that his
victory margin is the biggest in
the State.

Beginning his day’s cam-
paign with Ariyali gram pan-
chayat, Pilot moved from one
panchayat to another and at all
meetings launched a scathing
attack on the Vasundhra Raje
Government.

“There is a BJP
Government at the Centre
and in the State. People
had hoped for develop-
ment. But it makes me
very sad that for the first
time (in the State) farm-
ers had to commit sui-
cide. This is a blot on

our society,” he said at Ariyali.
“Are you getting urea? Prices
are skyrocketing, petrol and
diesel prices are also touching
record heights. How much
does a gas cylinder cost now?
It costs Rs 1,000,” he said.

At all his election meet-
ings, Pilot f layed the
Government over issues like
unemployment, corruption,
and farmer suicides.
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Iam a ‘sevak’, not a ‘pilot’ —
this is how the BJP candidate

Yoonus Khan is pitching him-
self in his electoral fight
against Rajasthan Congress
chief Sachin Pilot for Tonk seat
in the State Assembly polls.

Khan, Transport and
PWD Minister in the
Vasundhara Raje
Government, has been fielded
by the BJP in the Muslim-
dominated Tonk Assembly
constituency, replacing the
party’s sit-

ting MLA Ajit Singh Mehta
after the Congress gave ticket
to Pilot here.

Talking to PTI while cam-
paigning in the rural areas of
Tonk, Khan said the decision
to field him was based on
strategy and equations and not
on his religion.

“Don’t weigh this as a
Hindu-Muslim fight because if
you look at it from that per-
spective, Muslims are lesser in
number in comparison to
Hindus. This election is not
about caste and religion,” said
Khan, who is widely consid-
ered as one of the most pow-
erful Ministers in the Raje
Government.

Asked about being the
lone Muslim candidate of the
BJP and if his nomination
marked a departure from the
party’s strategy to not field

any candidates from the
minority community, he
said, “I don’t know about

elsewhere, but in
Rajasthan, Yoonus

Khan and (late BJP
leader) Ramzan Khan
have been fighting
polls since the 80s.”

Khan said he has
been the party’s lone Muslim
candidate once earlier also.
Asked if Tonk having a
large number of Muslims
was one of the reasons

behind his candidature, the
BJP leader said the election
here will be on the basis of per-
formance and agenda. “The
election will be on who can
serve Tonk better. I have given
my vision... As a minister I
connected Sawai Madhopur
road to a two-lane road. I have
given a bypass.

“We will give this district
special status and a customised
package. We want to bring
industry here and that will
provide jobs to people. Our
first priority is to bring indus-
try and through it create jobs
for youths in Tonk,” the 54-
year-old leader said.

He also vowed to solve the
problem of drinking water
faced by the residents of Tonk.

Pitching himself as an
underdog in the high-stakes
electoral battle, Khan took a
swipe at his Congress rival and
said, “He (Pilot) has come for
the first time, I have been a
minister for long...I know the
workers here.”

“For Sachin ji it is a new
place, people are new and apart
from his dream to become an
MLA and chief minister, he
does not have any other dream.
I am a people’s servant. You can
make me serve in Deedwana
(his earlier constituency) and
you can make me work in
Tonk,” Khan said.
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Senior Congress leader
Ashok Gehlot accused the

BJP on Thursday of governing
and misleading people by ‘jum-
las’ (rhetoric). 

Gehlot launched the attack
at the BJP at a poll rally in
Rajasthan ahead of the State
Assembly elections.

“The BJP Government had
promised to deposit Rs 15 lakh
in everyone’s bank account
and bring black money. It was

a ‘jumla’ and they are master in
that. No one got the money,”
Gehlot said.

He accused Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje of not 
taking plight of people in the
last five years. 

He alleged that the BJP
government stalled and delayed
various public welfare schemes,
including a petroleum refinery
in Pachpadra, the Banswara-
Dungarpur rail route, Jaipur
metro and irrigation projects in
Hadoti region. 
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The Trinamool Congress and
the BJP had been indulging

in “competitive communalism”
to make up for their political
and ideological bankruptcy, the
Left Front leadership on
Thursday said after staging an
impressive return from a long
political hibernation during
which they shed their vast
ground to a rising BJP and failed
even to find candidates for this
year’s panchayat elections.

“Both the BJP and the
Trinamool Congress are cheat-
ing the people of the State by
indulging in competitive com-
munalism and sending the real
issues concerning the people on
the backburner,” CPI(M) State
secretary and politburo mem-
ber Surya Kanto Mishra told a
massive rally in Kolkata at the
end of a two-day long march
organized by the All-India
Kisan Sabha.

In an apparent bid to
recover its lost ground in
Bengal, once a hardcore Red

bastion the Left Front had on
Wednesday returned to Singur
from where its downslide
began more than a decade ago
thanks to then Opposition
leader Mamata Banerjee’s
relentless movement against
forcible occupation of agricul-
tural lands to set up the Tata
Nano factory in this fertile
block of Hooghly district.

Aware that “Singur has got
nothing but failed promises for
siding with Mamata Banerjee in
a suicidal movement that sent
the State’s industrial prospects to

grave,” the Left leadership
resorted to a long march com-
prising several thousand farm-
ers that traversed over two days
a good 50 km in support for a
host of demands.

Singur was the original
site for Tata Motors’ Nano
small car factory that was
planned in 2006 when the CPI
(M)-led Government was in
power in the State.

But after massive protests
led by TMC (that eventually
catapulted Banerjee to power),
the company shifted the plant
to Sanand in Gujarat in 2008.
Subsequently the Supreme
Court decided in favour of
restoration of the land to its
original state. The demands
included: setting up either an
industry in the erstwhile Nano
lands at Singur or helping the
farmers to make the aban-
doned fully cultivable, correct
procurement price for agricul-
tural produce, pension for
farmers who had crossed the
age of 60 etc and steady indus-
trialisation of Bengal etc.
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In a development that will
fetch political dividends to

the ruling BJP in forthcoming
Lok Sabha and Assembly polls
in the State, both the Houses of
the Maharashtra Legislature on
Thursday passed a Bill accord-
ing reservations 16 per cent
reservations in education and
Government jobs to the com-
munity in the State, thus paving
way for enactment of a law.

Given that reservations will
go up to 68 per cent in the State
after the impending enactment
of the new law, it remains to be
seen if the new law — to be
known when enacted — as the
Maharashtra State (of seats for
admission in educational insti-
tutions in the State and for
appointments in the public
services and posts under the
State) for Socially and
Educationally Backward
Classes (SEBC) Act, 2018, will
stand the scrutiny of the
Supreme Court which has put
a 50 per cent on reservations.

While Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis introduced
the Maratha reservations bill in
the State Assembly, Revenue
Minister Chandrakant Patil
tabled it in the State Legislative
Council. Both the Houses passed
the bill unanimously, without a
debate on the contents of the bill,
amidst chants of “Chharpati
Shivaji Maharaj ki Jai”.

Thanking the members in
both the Houses of Maharashtra
Legislature for passing the
Maratha reservations bill with-
out any discussions, chief min-

ister Devendra Fadnavis said on
the floor of the two Houses that
the elected representatives had
shown that they could come
together to find a solution to the
social issue like the Maratha
reservations.

After both the Houses of
the State Legislature passed
the Maratha reservations bill,
the Vidhan Bhjavan complex
reverberated to the echoes of
slogans like ‘Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Ki Jai’, ‘Jai Bhawani, Jai
Shivaji’ and ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’
raised by elected representa-
tives belonging to all the polit-
ical parties. Legislators of BJP
and Shiv Sena, many of whom
wearing saffron phetas (head-
gear), were seen distributing
sweets. There were celebra-
tions in front of the
Maharashtra BJP headquarter,
which is just a stone’s throw
away from the State Legislature.   

Earlier, ahead of introduc-
ing the Marataha reservations

bill,  the chief minister tabled
the Action Taken Report (ATR)
on the report of the
Maharashtra State Backward
Classes Commission (MSBCC)
which has recommended 16
per cent reservations to the
Marathas in education and
government jobs.

Currently Maharashtra has
52 per cent reservations in
jobs and educational institu-
tions. Of the total 52 per cent
reservations, SCs and ST com-
munities account for 13 and 7
per cent, respectively, while
OBCs have 19 per cent per cent
reservations, Together, Special
Backward Class and Nomadic
Tribes account for 13 per cent.

The Marathas, who have
now been accorded 16 per
cent reservations in education
and government jobs, account
for nearly 33 per cent of the
total 11.25 crore population of
Maharashtra. 

Once the Maharashtra State

SEBC Act comes into force,
then the total reservations in the
State will go up to 68 per cent
— next only to Tamil Nadu that
has 69 per cent.

By seeking to enact a law
granting 16 per cent reserva-
tions to Marathas and in the
process exceeding the 50 per
cent cap on reservations
imposed by the Supreme Court,
Maharashtra has taken the
Tamil Nadu route of attempting
to circumvent the apex court’s
cap on reservations.   

Though Devendra
Fadnavis dispensation has not
clarified as to how it face the
scrutiny of the new law in the
Supreme Court, it looks like the
Maharashtra government will
take the route taken by the
Tamil Nadu government under
late chief minister Jayalalithaa,
which achieved its objective of
increasing reservations to 69
per cent by passing the Tamil
Nadu Act of 1994 and adding
the 1994 Act to the Ninth
Schedule of the Constitution.

Article 31B of the
Constitution stipulates that the
legislations in the Ninth
Schedule cannot be challenged
in courts. However, in 2007, the
Supreme Court in IR Coelho v.
State of Tamil Nadu ruled that
even those laws which are
placed in the Ninth Schedule are
subject to judicial review if the
laws violate the basic structure
of the Constitution. Interestingly
enough, a petition challenging
the Tamil Nadu Reservation
policy is expected to come up
for hearing before the Supreme
Court in the near future.
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India on Thursday success-
fully launched its latest earth

observation satellite HysIS, the
data from which can be used in
wide-ranging areas including
agriculture, from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre here
onboard ISRO’s trusted work-
horse Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV).

The rocket, PSLV-C43, suc-
cessfully injected state of the art
HysIS and 30 other co-passen-
ger satellites from eight coun-
tries into their designated
orbits. The rocket lifted off
majestically into cloudy skies in
a burst of orange flames at 9.57
am from the first launch pad at
this spaceport at the end of the
28-hour countdown.

The Hyper Spectral
Imaging Satellite (HysIS) was
placed in its orbit 17 minutes
and 27 seconds after lift-off
while the 30 co-passenger satel-
lites were dropped into the des-
ignated orbit one by one after
an hour. HysIS, the latest earth
observation satellite developed
by ISRO, has several uses.

The satellite’s data will be
useful in many fields including
agriculture, forestry, soil survey,
geology, coastal zone studies,
inland water studies, environ-
mental monitoring and pollu-
tion detection from industries.

ISRO chief K Sivan and the
space agency’s scientists broke
into cheers as the earth obser-
vation satellite was injected
into sun-synchronous polar
orbit. Thursday’s launch is sig-
nificant as scientists restarted
the fourth stage engine twice to
place the 30 co-passenger satel-
lites into their orbit.

According to an official,
the fourth stage engine was cut
off after the earth observation
satellite separated at an altitude
of 636.3 kilometers exactly
17.27 minutes after the rocket
lifted off.

After the earth observation
satellite was placed in its orbit,
the scientists undertook an
operation to restart the fourth
stage engine twice. They
reduced the altitude from 636
kilometers to around 504 kilo-
metres to place the 30 satellites
in the sun-synchronous polar
orbit one by one.

The mission was one of the

longest for ISRO.
A similar campaign was

undertaken when scientists
injected eight  different satel-
lites, including the country’s
weather satellite SCATSAT-1
and five from other nations in
two different orbits on
September 25, 2016.

The primary mission of the
HysIS, whose mission life is five
years, is to study the earth’s sur-
face in visible, near infrared
and shortwave infrared regions
of the electromagnetic spec-
trum. It is the primary satellite
of the PSLV-C43 mission,
which is on its 45th flight.

The mass of the spacecraft
is about 380 kilograms, ISRO
said. The co-passenger satellites
have been contracted for
launch through ISRO’s com-
mercial arm Antrix

Corporation Limited. PSLV-
C43 is the ‘Core Alone’ version
of PSLV. It is the lightest version
of the launch vehicle.

Sivan congratulated the
team on the successful launch
and said Indian scientists have
shown their excellent work yet
again, just 15 days after the
spectacular dual mission of
GSLV MkIII D2 and GSAT29.

“Today our PSLV has
injected hyperspectral imaging
satellite and subsequently after
two manoeuvres, once again
PSLV has injected 30 customer
satellites into their designated
home,” he said.

Speaking about the high-
tech hyperspectral satellite,
Sivan said it came with state-of-
the-art technology.

“The heart of the system
required for the HysIS satellite

is basically an optical imaging
detector chip,” he said. The chip
was indigenously designed and
developed by the space appli-
cation centre of ISRO and fab-
ricated indigenously at the
semiconductor lab in
Chandigarh, he added.

“I am sure that team ISRO
can be proud that they are real-
ly giving excellent space assets
to India. Let me thank the
entire team ISRO for 
this wonderful satellite
(launch),” Sivan said.

He said the international
customers will be very happy to
see their “babies” delivered
home “safely and precisely”, one
by one. The space body chief
said the success was a result of
team ISRO’s hard work along
with excellent mechanisms and
the quality system in place.
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Aday after security forces
shot dead a top-ranking

Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT) ter-
rorist Naveed Jatt and his asso-
ciate in central Kashmir, two
Hizbul Mujahideen terrorists
were killed in an encounter in
Sharshali village of Khrew
pocket in south Kashmir’s
Pulwama district, officials said.

Police said based on a spe-
cific tip off, a cordon and
search operation was jointly
launched by police and securi-
ty forces at predawn hours.

“As the searches were going
on, the search party was fired
upon by the terrorists. 
The fire was retaliated leading
to a gunfight. In the ensuing
encounter, two terrorists were
killed and the bodies were
retrieved from the site of
encounter,” police said.

Police said no collateral
damage took place during the
encounter. 

The slain terrorists have
been identified as Adnan
Ahmad Lone, alias, Uqaab and
Adil Bilal Bhat alias Umair Al
Hizbiboth local residents.

“Both the terrorists were
wanted by the law for their
complicity in a series of terror
crimes, including attack on
security establishments, and
civilian atrocities.

Meanwhile, clashes erupt-
ed between youth and securi-
ty forces in Sopore area of
north Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict when the funeral prayers
of a militant Mehrajuddin were
being held. 

Mehraj was killed in the
gunfight at Chattergam area of
Budgam district along-with
top Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT)
commander, Naveed Jatt on
Wednesday.
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In a second setback to Vijay
Mallya within a week, a

Special Court here on
Thursday rejected his plea
seeking a stay on the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)’s
request to declare him a ‘fugi-
tive’ under the Fugitive
Economic Offenders Act, offi-
cials said.

A week after the Bombay
High Court (on November 22)
dismissed a similar appeal filed
by Mallya, the Special
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) Court
dismissed Mallaya’s applica-
tion to stay the proceedings on
ED’s plea to declare Mallya as
a ‘fugitive economic offender’

In his plea filed before the
Special PMLA court on June
22, the ED had urged the court
to declare Mallya as ‘fugitive
economic offender’ and allow
it to confiscate all his proper-
ties, estimated at more �12,000-
crore, making it the first such
case of its kind under the new
Fugitive Economic Offenders
Act (FEOA) against him..  

The PMLA court had
summoned Mallya to appear
before it on August 27.
However, Mallaya failed he
failed to appear before the
court. Even in the past, he has
failed to    honour the court
summons and also other
notices, summons and arrest
warrants issued by the ED for
questioning the loan default
and money laundering scams.

It may be recalled on June
14 last year, the ED had  against
Mallya in the �900-crore IDBI
Bank- Kingfisher Airline loan
default and  money laundering
case in a special court here 
on Wednesday.

Among other things, a 57-
page charges-sheet filed by ED
before the special court pro-
vided details about the manner
in which the loan was approved
and how subsequently Mallya’s
now-defunct airline allegedly
diverted laundered the money
sanctioned to it, violating the
provisions of under the PMLA.

In a separate case relating
to the default in the re-payment
of loan to the IDBI Bank, the
CBI had on January 24 last year
filed a 1,000 page charge-sheet
against Vijay Mallya and 10
others in the �900 crore
Industrial Development Bank
of India (IDBI) loan repayment
default case in a special court
here and arrested nine officials,
including ex-IDBI Bank chair-
man Yogesh Agarwal.
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Gorakhpur: The BJP on
Thursday coined a new ‘gotra’
for Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, mocking his Italian
lineage through his mother
and party leader Sonia Gandhi.

Uttar Pradesh BJP chief
Mahendra Nath Pandey called
it “gotra Itlus”. This is the latest
remark in the row over
Gandhi’s gotra. A priest at
Pushkar lake in Rajasthan
recently said Gandhi gave out
his gotra during a ritual as
“Dattatreya”, who are Kashmiri
Brahmins.

Some BJP leaders chal-
lenged the “claim”, reminding
that Gandhi’s paternal grand-
father was a Parsi, not a Hindu
with a ‘gotra’. PTI
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Jobs, jobs and more jobs is the topic
of the talk circuit with hardly anyone
passing up the opportunity to hold
forth, whether in television discus-
sions or in print. Missing in this

cacophony of ‘jobs, jobs and more jobs…’
is the issue of income generation and,
therefore, occupations that can generate
real income. This, the writer believes, is a
likely hangover of the middle class percep-
tion of what constitutes a good job: Still a
white-collar employee going to office
from 9 am to 5 pm with a salary, an annu-
al increment and privileged leave, with
one’s place of work preferably located not
too far from where one’s family resides.
Governments, municipalities and pan-
chayats still offer such jobs when their
appointment register happens to be open.
But even for these state bodies, this tradi-
tional concept of employment is outdat-
ed, if not altogether on its way out.

An increasing portion of the present
business activity is intellect-inspired as dis-
tinct from enterprise and finance-based
endeavours. The primary machine to aid
the intellect in today’s time is the comput-
er. This is not to discount the role of the
machine in the manufacturing sector but
the truth, though unpopular, is that mod-
ern manufacturing units are more employ-
ers of machines and less provider of jobs
to men and women. One also cannot
ignore the factor of depreciation, allowance
of which every year makes machinery
cheaper whereas employees need to be
given increments year after year. Further,
with advances in technology, the worker's
requirement is reducing. There is also an
increasing apprehension of the robot.
Such alternatives may eventually replace
the human worker. When during elections,
politicians promise jobs, it is doubtful
whether they go into the details of such
factors. Their audience and, especially, job
seekers, think of such electoral promises
as accommodation in the premises of
offices and factories. Obviously, disap-
pointment awaits many of them from the
day after the promise. Neither politicians
nor the people think in terms of employ-
ment as a whole, whether as shopkeepers,
taxi drivers, or even vendors who move
from place to place to sell. In the world
context, 50 per cent of work would soon
be self-employment.

Traditional agriculture, once the main-
stay of our country’s economy and the
provider of employment to the largest por-
tion of its population, is no longer able to
satisfy an increasing number of people's
need for livelihood. Employment is, there-
fore, the gravest and most urgent challenge
to today’s Governments. The term ‘demo-
graphic dividend’ sounds like music to the
ear but will actually be so only if econo-
mists are able to find new ways and means
of absorbing the new entrants. Thus, a

great deal of discussion in the
country is over growth and
development. Little attention is
given to the specifics of
employment. One possible
reason for this oversight is
residual effects of the inspira-
tion India’s policy-makers
drew from the Soviet era.
Gosplan emphasises on the
building of heavy industry in
the former Soviet Union.
India’s plans of the Nehruvian
era were direct lift-offs from
the Soviet example. However,
the Soviet Union was a coun-
try with vast land spaces, enor-
mous untapped resources and
limited population.
Employment per se was not a
Soviet problem. We in India
overlooked this, although it
should have been our greatest
priority.

What the imitation of the
Soviet model did bring about
in India was the creation of a
huge bureaucracy to adminis-
ter plans and other sarkari pro-
grammes, ostensibly with
noble intentions. It did provide
jobs to a comparatively large
number of people. But in
today’s times, the Government
or bureaucratic sector has
grown to be too large and ripe
for reduction. The private sec-
tor grew remarkably after the
1991 economic reforms but
employment in this sector
demands qualifications, which
not every aspirant has.
Moreover, in many areas of the
country, commerce and indus-
try are yet to become a habit
with local populations.

It is time India stops
depending too much on
Western economics. We must
instead innovate Indonomics.

Our horse before the cart
would be development in
order to provide fruitful
employment to many people
and not the other way round.
It should be remembered that
this is a globalised world.
Almost every manufacturer
has to face competition on a
world scale. Why not, there-
fore, also consider promoting
institutions that do not have to
compete so much, yet at the
same time serve the needs of
the country?

Nobel Laureate Amartya
Sen placed health and educa-
tion as one great key to devel-
opment. Instead of the tradi-
tional approach of pursuing
prosperity for the economy
and resultant enhancement of
its citizens’ health and educa-
tion. Now adopt employment
as our first objective, which in
turn would lead to develop-
ment ,even if slowly.

Take, for instance,
tourism. It engages large num-
bers without the constant ten-
sion of automation and job
reduction. These numbers do
not all require advanced edu-
cation or high qualifications.
Moreover, tourism does not
require high investments. One
can concentrate on the coun-
try’s ready assets like the
Ajanta and Ellora caves, mag-
nificent forts like Chittorgarh,
the Himalayas and much else.

The next area to tackle
should be agriculture where
many farms have turned mar-
ginal and even unviable. The
one immediate answer is
upgrading of the type of crop
to a higher value from the cur-
rent cereals and millets.
Farming can potentially pro-

vide for an unlimited number
of cultivators, but agro-indus-
try cannot solve the problem
of rural employment. Sadly,
this remains a neglected area
in India, one that has also been
the cause of much socio-eco-
nomic distress.

Health and education,
which are urgent necessities for
the people of the country, are
also ready avenues of employ-
ment. An area of beneficial
investment would be building
new and expanding existing
hospitals which are in any
case desperately needed in
most towns and districts. The
outlay is not great and the
employment potential is con-
siderable. Hospitals are quite
worker-intensive and several
thousand of them are needed
immediately. 

PricewaterhouseCoopers
in a professional survey had
recommended that by 2034
India would require 36 lakh
beds. Today, not even a fraction
of that number exist. Each
hospital would need several
hundred non-medical person-
nel and all the hospitals when
ready would absorb millions
indirectly and help to generate
jobs without number. The
medical and para-medical staff
would be extra. At present,
there are only 0.65 doctors, 1.3
nurses and 1.3 hospital beds
per 1,000 people in the coun-
try. The desired requirement by
2034 for every 1,000 people is
2.5 doctors, five nurses and 3.5
beds. The initial investment in
this sector, particularly in semi-
rural areas, would be in the
range of �10-15 crore for a 100-
bed hospital.

Education, the key to fur-

thering India’s rise as a knowl-
edge economy superpower,
offers vast possibilities for
employment as well. Thousand
upon thousand schools would
have to be created; their capac-
ity to provide employment
should be enormous. India
needs two lakh more schools
and 1,500 universities and col-
leges. A whopping 220 million
children are enrolled in
schools but 140 million contin-
ue to be left out.

What is, therefore, neces-
sary is to inculcate the idea of
an economic citizen, a self-
engineered way of earning a
living. Be it as a doctor, lawyer,
para-medico, shopkeeper or
even a pheriwala or peddler, no
one should be dependent on
anyone for survival. The
Government’s responsibility is
to create and sustain the eco-
nomic environment for the
willing self-reliant citizens to
have ready opportunities. The
Government’s function is to
govern and not provide jobs.
The size of the bureaucracy
need not exceed the demands
of administering the country.
The price of a heavy or a top-
heavy Government would be
either high taxes or printing
currency leading to inflation.
France should serve as an
example not to be emulated.
Something like 40 per cent of
the jobs in that country are
provided by its Government
directly or otherwise.

In today’s milieu and the
times to come, no country can
survive long as a prosperous
modern state with such a
skewed model.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist and an author)
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Sir — It is to be hoped that the
Kartarpur corridor will help
bridge differences between India
and Pakistan. However, the irony
is that plotters of the 26/11 attacks
are still roaming freely. It is also
a fact that even as India is taking
steps to improve bilateral ties with
Pakistan, the latter continues to
aid and abet cross-border terror-
ism, as was evident from the
recent terror attack in Punjab.
Terror and talks cannot go togeth-
er, is what External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj righty
pointed out at the Saarc summit. 

MJ Alhann
Mumbai
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Sir — Indigo’s move to levy a fee
on web check-ins is an anti-con-
sumer step. In fact, the system of
charging extra for preferred seats
should be abolished altogether in
the economy class. However,
provisions can be made for those
travelling in business class or
premium economy class. 

SC Agrawal
Delhi
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Sir — It is good news that
Indian cinema has planed to
launch work on a film based on
the life of comedian-hero of yes-
teryear — Chandrababu. He
was a real superstar par excel-
lence endowed with all fine arts
rightly mixed in him.
Chandrababu was a versatile

actor, singer, dancer and even a
creative story writer who dom-
inated the Tamil cinema till his
last breath. That he was paid
equally if not more than senior
artists like Sivaji Ganesan and
MGR testifies to his acting skills.
There are many films, like
Sahothari,  Sabash Meena,
Kavalai Illatha Manithan, et al
that became box office hits.
The biopic in making will be a

fitting tribute to him.
Yvonne Fernando

Chennai 
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Sir — Although the Kartarpur
corridor proposal is a welcome
development, India needs to
tread with caution given the bit-
ter lessons it has learnt in the

past from Pakistan. It is unfor-
tunate that even as steps are
being taken to improve bilater-
al ties, Pakistan continues with
its dubious agenda of using ter-
ror as a state policy. India must
tread cautiously while dealing
with a neighbour that has
refused to mend ways.

B Suresh Kumar
Palakkad

���������	�	��

Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Authenticity paradox”
(November 28) by Ajoy Kumar.
Fake news has been selling like
hot cakes and has also become
a cult this political season. The
populace is lost in the labyrinth
of this political slugfest as
‘Digital army of each political
party is engaged in trolling and
speeding fake news about other
parties.  Many are also engaged
in opprobrium and their princi-
ples are at the lowest ebb. A
crack down on fake news is
essential.

Gourang Naryani
Ujjain

� � � ; + � * / 1 � � � � ! ! / " $

 ������
���--�����5���
6
$".."�5.-;�-�""�A�*��$4?-*�

0002#�$*� $�%���2)�&
 ���$���(��'=�
	��
�������N <�����
	�#
�������N 
�������'(��'=�
	��
�����=

%.����%�%#�����'��%��#( � )�*"�%�+,-�.,/0

�8

?��3����������#������

3��4�55 �"
���

����������	�� �
�����
���
��������������
���$�����������������	��'���
$���	
��	��������
���
����
������������
 
���� ��'�	��'���

��
��������'�
�����''
�!
�����������(���'�� ������
�;�'�	
 
��$�������
�����!
�
�������������$� �������
�� 	������������	������� ��
�������
��(�

��"5��"�.
O2�'������"��
�

����������
'�	��������
����������	��2� �	����	
������������
��������	���
������� ��������������
����������(�������
����
�����	������
���(�

��"�?���*+�55��-�
O�	�;�����?
��	��

)�����
	
�������������(
����3�����������������
���������������(�B��
�����
�������������(�	��3�
����������$������������
� ���������	
 �(�

�?.-��
O����
���"�������

����%��������������
/�����'�����������
��'����������� ������!
�

���$���������	������
�����������	�����������
��
	
���
���� ����������(

���-�������?"�����5."��
O�����+�
�	���

� " � �   � � �

� � � � � 
 � � " � �� � � � �  � � " 


�����	�
��������������
�����

�
�
���� ������������
���
�	���,
������
�����������!

����E����'$���7.F(�@��� ���
���
����
������� �
�
��
��������
�	������������� �
����������������(���

���� ��� ���
��� ���� ����������
����
�����
��� �����
������������
���
���	����'$���
�������
�'(�

��
��
����������	�� ��'����������!0�����
����
��
� ����
�����  �
����'�	�;
������������''�����
0��	
���	��������� ������''�����	
����������
��'���
������ � � ���� �������(�1������� ��/��'��� ������
��
�
�=�������������	����� �0��	
�������������'
��!
�
��	�
��
���
�=���� ��������	
�����������������
�����'!
�	�;
����
��� �����������	�
���
��������(���
��
�����
� �����'������������� ���������������
�
��(�

1�������������'�������
������������������
��� ������� �
�
	
���
��� �
��� ���� ��	�� � � 
���� ��
��������
�����������������
'���������������
��	��(
)���
������
  
��	�� ������'�������	��������	��� �����
���
�
	
���
���������������������������
���������!

�������� ��'���(���������������
'
	��������� ���!
�������������������� ���
����
	�����������'�����
�
�����������
���������������!������������
� ��
�����
���'(�������������'���� 
��
�����
���(���
��������!
�
���������
��������'$��� 
����������� ������
���!������ �������(�

�)B�.��"
������



Disruption is the name of the new
game in the business world
which has been affecting indus-

tries — from retail to finance to man-
ufacturing. With the rise of the digital
economy, a direct link has been estab-
lished between the effective use of data
and positive business outcomes.
Nimble and fast-moving companies as
well as large organisations have
indulged themselves in innovation by
changing their business models. This
has impacted many companies with
traditional enterprise data centres and
slow-changing business models. 

Hence, in today’s digital economy,
faster IT equates to a competitive
advantage. Digitally-defined companies
have a huge IT advantage and are cap-
italising on it with faster, more agile IT

service delivery. Younger and more
modernised companies prioritise out-
comes focused on growth and innova-
tion. They can adapt their environment
to make good use of new technologies.

However, if companies do not
finalise their IT strategy/investments
well in advance, it leads to roadblocks,
like creating complexity in the data
centre, increased costs, et al. This
leading to inefficient operations and
low business innovation. Also, this is
ideally important for businesses
because of emergent and transforma-
tional workloads, which enable the
opportunity to extract more value
from data, thereby, creating the new
requirements for IT. To grow and cre-
ate new offerings, organisations need
flexible IT systems that support
greater business agility. 

Therefore, in order to attain busi-
ness stability, achieving IT stability is
paramount. In other words, IT prior-
ities must align more closely with busi-
ness priorities. Modernised IT will pro-
vide stability and reliability for a wide
range of workloads (both traditional
and emerging). It will also ensure appli-

cation, data security and help them
avoid costly downtime. 

Data centres based on the princi-
ple of IT flexibility will allow business-
es to adapt to the changing business
conditions and derive better innovative
results. This will also help them to
quickly match hardware resources
with business needs. The above men-
tioned approach will give their systems
the ability to scale up as demands
increase, enabling the business to
become more agile.

Thus, the catalyst to drive business
innovation is building a unified and
manageable IT infrastructure. This
dynamic infrastructure will allow the
organisations to:

i) Break down silos to speed up
the pace of change: IT silos found in
many data centres must be replaced by
a more flexible infrastructure that has
the capacity to supply, compute and
store resources as needed. Combining
compute and storage resources with-
in a single system chassis brings valu-
able IT resources closer to the applica-
tions one needs to run a business. This
approach provides a unified infrastruc-

ture inclusive of compute, storage and
networking.

ii) Pool resources to fulfil business
demands: Customers who want to
transform their business can achieve
more efficient, pressing IT objectives
by tapping flexible systems on demand.
They want faster compute, storage and
networking resources for their systems,
resulting in greater efficiency and scal-
ability for growing workloads.

iii) Make management of the
infrastructure simpler and easier:
Many customers use dozens of software
tools to monitor and manage data cen-
tre operations. They should be able to
view all systems under management
through a single pane of glass, and to
leverage automation to control systems
resources. This automation and built-
in management allows administrators
to manage compute, store and network.

Customers expect that they
should be able to use their new sys-
tems for many years. That’s why sys-
tems that scale to meet business
demands must support a useful life-
time of many years of updates for
processors and on-board storage

resources. This multi-generational
approach to system life cycles helps
organisations to protect and extend
their infrastructure investments. 

Ultimately, modular compute is
a powerful and incredibly beneficial
technology that plays a critical role in
both IT transformation and in
enabling success of modernised IT
organisations. It delivers benefits in
speed, agility, simplification, reliabil-
ity, and cost not only at a high rate,
but the average impact of each ben-
efit is also substantial.

As industries become more dig-
itally-defined, IT demands quickly
exceed the capabilities of aging organ-
isations, often to the extent that they
cannot meet requirements of their
consumers. Worse, they do not even
know whether they are meeting them
at all. Building a modernised IT
organisation is not only beneficial, but
has become a necessity. And the
rewards for agile and speedy delivery
of IT are substantial. Businesses with
modernised IT are more innovative,
capture more market opportunities,
achieve higher revenue, improve cus-

tomer satisfaction and are simply
more competitive.

For aging IT organisations, trans-
formation is a must. There are multi-
ple steps to the IT transformation jour-
ney: The adoption of emerging and
transformational workloads, increase
of automation and the use of modern
technologies. From the compute side,
modular server technology has an
answer: It allows organisations to
deliver substantial benefits to speed,
agility, cost and reliability. 

Modularity offers the benefits
modernised IT organisations require,
thus enabling both the IT firm and
the larger business to succeed. In an
era where business competitiveness
is defined by digital capabilities, the
IT organisation becomes a differen-
tiator. Giving your IT organisation
the best tools to succeed, such as
modular servers, may be the differ-
ence between thriving in this digital
economy and just being a part of the
status quo.

(The writer is Senior Director &
General Manager — Infrastructure
Solutions Group, Dell EMC India)
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With election fever having gripped
major parts of the country,
television coverage of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi hitting
the poll trail is common, as also

his constant reference to the so-called “surgi-
cal strikes” in his speeches. It is obvious that
through his words of sympathy and support for
the sacrifice and efforts of the military, he is
intent on furthering his reputation as a firm and
pro-active leader. But despite semantics and
bombast, his Government continues with
unabated ferocity in its agenda to disempower
and dismember the military. Among a host of
other issues, take the case of the Armed Forces
Tribunals (AFT), another important institution
that has been in the line of fire by this
Government over the past year.

It was just about a decade ago when the
Parliament, in its wisdom, transformed the mil-
itary justice system by enacting the Armed
Forces Tribunal Act, 2007, in order to address
the serious lacunae in the existing system where
justice was dispensed within the military. As per
its website, it provided for the “adjudication or
trial of disputes and complaints with respect to
commission, appointments, enrolments and
conditions of service in respect of persons sub-
ject to the Army Act, 1950, The Navy Act, 1957
and the Air Force Act, 1950.” 

More importantly, it also provided for
“appeals arising out of orders, findings or sen-
tences of courts — martial held under the said
Acts and for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.” In addition, it also adjudi-
cates cases pertaining to military veterans and
their heirs in issues relating to service matters.
The AFT also has a distinct advantage since
appeals against its findings can be made direct-
ly to the Supreme Court, thereby speeding up
the judicial process for the affected individuals
and the Government.

The critical role played by the AFT can best
be understood in context of the fact that the
Armed Forces being hierarchical organisations
steeped in tradition, demand unquestionable
loyalty and implicit obedience to orders from
its rank and file. In this paternalistic and exces-
sively conservative environment if, for any 
reason, an individual finds himself on the wrong
side of the track, be it with regard to 
personnel or disciplinary issues, his superior
officer becomes the prosecutor, jury and judge
— all rolled in one. 

While this provides for a quick dispensation
of justice, undoubtedly extremely important in
certain circumstances, it may not necessarily be
unbiased or provide for an impartial or just res-
olution of the issue. The establishment of the
AFT, thus, provided for an extremely important
element in the military justice system. It gave
all ranks an opportunity to approach an inde-
pendent authority if they felt that they had not
received justice at the hands of their superior
officers for whatever reason.

Besides the principal Bench in New Delhi,
the AFT has regional benches in 10 other cities
across the country. While Delhi, Lucknow and
Chandigarh have three Benches each, all other
centres have a Bench each, a total of 17

Benches. Each Bench comprises of a
judicial member and an administra-
tive member. The judicial members
are retired High Court judges and
administrative members are retired
members of the Armed Forces who
have held the rank of Major General/
equivalent or above for a period of
three years or more. 

It demands no great intelligence
to conclude that the judicial member
is appointed based on his experience
and knowledge of law and function-
ing of the criminal justice system. The
administrative member is selected
based on his long and distinguished
service in the military and knowledge
in associated matters.

However, over the past year while
members have retired at regular inter-
vals on completion of the laid down
tenures, new appointments have not
been forthcoming with a result that
presently, of the authorised 35 mem-
bers for 17 Benches, there are a total
of only seven judicial members and
eight administrative members present-
ly nominated to the AFT. This implies
that the Armed Forces Tribunals is
presently functioning at less than 40
per cent of its strength. 

Another five members, including
three administrative members, will
retire by May 2019, which would make
the Armed Forces Tribunals virtual-
ly non-functional, if new members are
not appointed. For all intents and pur-
poses, circumstances leading to the
prevailing state of affairs cannot be
attributed to the lack of suitably-qual-

ified judges or service officers. But it
clearly points towards a deliberate
attempt by the appointing authority
and the Ministry of Defence to nulli-
fy their effectiveness at the cost of ser-
vicemen and veterans alike.

It is a matter of public record that
there have been numerous occasions
on which the various Benches of the
AFT have ruled against the stand of
the Ministry, thereby causing much
embarrassment and humiliation to the
Ministry. As per reports in the media
as on date, the Ministry of Defence has
a total of over 7,000 appeals against
judgements of the AFT pending in the
Supreme Court. 

Obviously, the Defence Secretary
finds himself in an unenviable posi-
tion and can hardly be happy with this
state of affairs, especially given the fact
that he is a member of the selection
committee that appoints members to
the Armed Forces Tribunals. This
attempt to curtail the effectiveness of
the AFT could, therefore, well be
because of this, which makes it a clear
case of conflict of interest. Incidentally,
a petition is under consideration of the
Punjab and Haryana High Court
since 2012 on this very issue and the
need to place the AFT under the
Ministry of Law instead.

However, a more disturbing rea-
son could be that the Government’s
attempt to introduce new rules
through the Finance Bill 2017 were
stalled when it was stayed by the
Supreme Court in its judgment of
February 9, 2018, in the matter of

Kudrat Sandhu versus the Union of
India. 

As per the new rules, the appoint-
ment of administrative members was
to be no longer restricted to the mil-
itary, but was also open to others with
at least 20 years of public service in
such fields as economics and finance.
Clearly, expecting non-military mem-
bers to be conversant with military tra-
ditions and customs, procedures and
conditions of service was not only
impracticable, to say the least, but also
made no sense. Obviously, this was
nothing but a brazen and unashamed
attempt to add to the sinecures avail-
able for retiring bureaucrats, which
given their bent of mind, would result
in the Ministry of Defence getting
things their way from their own erst-
while colleagues.

Whether the Armed Forces
Tribunals has been brought to its
knees by the deliberate actions of
unconscionable bureaucrats or utter
lack of empathy of politicians is of lit-
tle concern. The truth is, by curtail-
ing the effectiveness of the Armed
Forces Tribunals, the Government is
destroying the military justice system
which is a disservice to serving and
retired personnel. Moreover, it is
denying them justice that is their due,
given that they have no other legal
recourse available. 

(The writer is a military veteran,
a Consultant with the Observer
Research Foundation and Visiting
Senior Fellow with The Peninsula
Foundation, Chennai)
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Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
on Thursday defended the

revision in India’s GDP growth
rate during the previous UPA
era, saying it was done by a
“highly credible” organisation,
the Central Statistics Office,
which maintains an arm’s
length distance from the
finance ministry.

He said the revised num-
bers, based on a new formula
with 2011-12 as the base year,
are globally more comparable
as they take into account a far
greater representation of the
Indian economy and are more
reflective of its real state.

Taking on opposition
Congress for criticising the
revision, he said the Congress
had welcomed the upwards
revision in growth numbers of
the last two years of the UPA
regime by the same CSO and
had gone to the extent of say-
ing that the “the new GDP
series has concludedly estab-
lished that we did not mis-
manage the economy”.

Later in a blog post, Jaitley
said the revised economic
growth data has taken away
Congress party’s last surviving
argument “my GDP growth
was higher than yours”.

A day after Chief
Statistician Pravin Srivastava, in
an unusual move, announced
the revised numbers based on
back series data alongside Niti
Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv
Kumar, Jaitley said, “I don’t
think any service is being ren-
dered by people who choose to
discredit a highly credible
organisation like the CSO

because its data is based on
facts and the revised formula-
tions, (and it is) a continuous
exercise because every time you
try and improve upon the for-
mulations to make them more
representative of the real state
of economy.”

The new numbers show
India’s economic growth rate
averaged 6.7 per cent during
the Congress-led UPA regime
as compared to 7.3 per cent
under the present government.
Previous numbers had put the
average growth rate during the
10-year UPA rule at 7.75 per
cent.

The finance minister said
what was welcomed by the
UPA in 2015 is now being crit-
icised because the GDP growth
has been revised downwards.

“The CSO is a highly cred-
ible organisation, it maintains
an arm’s length distance from
the finance ministry,” he said.
“In fact, we also come to know
of the data only when it is
released. All former individu-
als and eminent people who
headed the CSO are of the
same opinion that this data is
far more inclusive and far more
reflective of the situation of
Indian economy and therefore
has far greater credibility.”

“Niti Aayog’s revised GDP
numbers are a joke. They are a
bad joke,” he had tweeted.
“Actually they are worse than a
bad joke. The numbers are the
result of a hatchet job.”

Responding to the criti-
cism, Jaitley in a blog titled
‘When the Data Speak’ said
CSO has global credibility and
no one in India has ever imput-
ed motives to it.
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Niti Aayog Vice-Chairman
Rajiv Kumar on Thursday

accepted the challenge of former
finance minister P
Chidambaram for a debate on
the revised GDP data which
showed economic growth dur-
ing the current NDA regime was
better than that in the UPA rule.

“Hon. @PChidam
baram_IN Ji,challenge accepted.
Let’s discuss & dissect back
series data. I gave 3 hrs of
detailed interview yesterday & it
is somewhat disingenuous of
you to say that I asked the media
to not ask questions. Do give
more coherent reasons for ur
difficulty with new data,” Kumar
said in a tweet.

He was responding to
Chidambaram who sought had
a debate with Kumar over the
new set of data.

“I wonder if Niti Aayog
Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar
will agree to a debate the data
than telling journalists that
their questions are “undeserv-
ing of an answer,”
Chidambaram had tweeted.

Through more tweets,
Kumar also stressed that Niti
Aayog uses data extensively for
making logical policy recom-
mendations and the data is
always based on assessment
and quality check by eminent
statisticians. 

“Therefore, it was logical
for @NITIAayog to provide the
platform for its release. Pronab
Sen would know that MOSPI
& Yojana Bhavan worked close-
ly together,” he said.

Chidambaram had termed
the revision of GDP data as a
“hatchet job” by Niti Aayog and
said it was time to windup the
“utterly worthless body”.

“Former Chief Statistician
Pronab Sen is absolutely cor-
rect. Niti Aayog has nothing to
do with tabulation of data,” the
former finance minister added.

Kumar, later, told PTI that
at one point of time the Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MOSPI) was
a department of the erstwhile
Planning Commission.

He said Niti Aayog had
provided platform to experts
and statisticians to examine the
GDP back-series) data.

“GDP back-series data is a
technical thing, it has a huge
macroeconomic impact, so we
have done it in a more macro-
economic manner,” the vice-
chairman said and added he was
deeply pained at people who
politicised it for no reason at all.

On comments made by
the former finance minister,
Kumar said: “Chidambaram
has done great disfavour to
officers of CSO. CSO officials
have done amzaningly techni-
cally detailed exercise”.
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The UAE on Wednesday
downplayed India’s con-

cerns about rising fuel prices
and possible oil shortage after
the six-month US relief to
stop import of Iranian oil by
New Delhi ends, saying the
emirate and Saudi Arabia have
stood very strongly with India
to cover the deficit in the past.

Amid protest against a
proposed refinery in
Maharashtra involving India,
the UAE and Saudi Arabia, the
Gulf nation’s envoy to India
Ahmed Albanna said the state
government will allocate land
in coming weeks.

In a media briefing this
week, Foreign Secretary Vijay
Gokhale said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will raise the
issue of volatility in global oil
prices at the G20 Summit in
Argentina.

Responding to a question
on whether there will be a
demand-supply mismatch,
especially after the six-months
relief given by the US to cut
down oil imports from Iran
ends, the envoy said fuel prices
are determined by demand by
different markets globally.

India is one of the seven
countries that have been given
a waiver by the US to keep buy-
ing Iranian oil. “Even if that
had not taken place, if you go
back to history, in previous
times, the UAE and Saudi
Arabia have always stood very

strongly and supplied and cov-
ered any shortage of oil or fuel
concerns of India. So, I dont
think there is any major con-
cern on that,” he said.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE
are among the major oil sup-
pliers to India.

Earlier this month, India
was given a six-month relief by
the US to bring Iranian oil
imports to zero under the
Countering America’s
Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA),
aimed at hitting the Russian,
Iranian and North Korean
entities hard.

In June this year, the
world’s biggest oil producers,
Saudi Arabian oil company
Saudi Aramco, Abu Dhabi
National Oil Co (Adnoc), the
state-run oil firm of the UAE,
and India came together to
jointly develop the refinery and
petrochemicals complexes
coming up at Ratnagiri in
Maharashtra.

Fearing that the land in the
area would lose fertility and
threat to Alphonso mangoes,
locals are opposing the project.
The Shiv Sena, a BJP ally at the
Centre and in the state, too has
opposed it.

“The state of Maharashtra
is in a stage of allocating land.
The land will be allocated in
coming two weeks or months,”
the UAE envoy said.

He pitched for reviewing
the air service agreement
between India and the UAE.
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Ba j a j
Auto on

Thursday
introduced
the all new
Pulsar 150
Neon col-
lection. The
all new
Pulsar 150
Neon 2019
collection
comes with
a young
and peppy
s t y l i n g
along with
the sporty
appeal and
is for cus-
tomers looking at a bike with size and perfor-
mance above the 100/110 cc offerings. The new
Pulsar 150 Neon is made available at an excit-
ing introductory price of �64,998/- ex showroom
Delhi and is available across all Bajaj Auto deal-
erships in India.

The new Pulsar 150 Neon offers an all new
color and graphic scheme with irresistible
Neon Red, Neon Yellow (with Matt Black
Paint) and Neon Silver color accents that
makes it young and peppy. The Pulsar 150 Neon
dons color coordinated headlamp eyebrows,
Pulsar logo, side-panel mesh and alloy grab rail.

A 3D logo on the rear cowl and the colored alloy
wheel decal complete giving it a premium sports-
bike appearance.

Commenting on the launch, Eric Vas,
President (Motorcycles), Bajaj Auto Ltd said,
“Pulsar has been the first sports bike in India
for the past 17 years. The Pulsar 150 Neon, with
its fresh new looks, outstanding road presence
and proven performance is set to be the first
choice for any customer willing to move beyond
a 100/110 cc bike. At a price of �64,998/- ex-
showroom Delhi, upgrading to the power of a
150cc bike has never been easier.”
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India’s second largest IT firm
Infosys said Thursday it has

bagged a deal from Citizens
Energy Group to enhance the
latter’s customer service expe-
rience. 

As part of this engage-
ment, Citizens will transform
its customer service by lever-
aging ‘Infosys Preconfigured
Accelerator for Customer
Experience (PACE)’, Infosys
said in a statement.

No financial details of the
engagement were disclosed.

This implementation will
modernise Citizens’ customer
services, self-service and meter
data management processes,
the statement said. Infosys will
deliver this transformation
through its Innovation Hub in
Indianapolis.

Citizens Energy Group
provides utility services to
about 8 lakh people in the
Indianapolis area.
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TiE Global and TiE Delhi-
NCR on Thursday com-

menced the 3rd edition of TiE
Global Summit in New Delhi.
The event is scheduled to held
for two days, 29th and 30th
November, 2018, and is themed
as ‘Entrepreneurship: Driving
Employment, Driving Growth’.
The Day 1 was attended by
industry leaders, investors,
entrepreneurs and

Government officials, who
came together to shed light on
the theme and shared their
insights and experiences to
the attendees.

“Once upon a time, there was
a perception in India that only

those with a lot of capital or
connections could start a busi-
ness. Today, however, this par-
adigm has changed complete-
ly.” Union Commerce Minister,
Suresh Prabhu said addressing
the summit. 
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Mumbai: Domestic carri-
ers, which are grappling with
high jet fuel cost and falling
rupee coupled with cut-throat
competition, are estimated to
require a massive capital infu-
sion of around �350 billion
over the next 3-4 years, rating
agency Icra said Thursday.

These funds would help
bring down the high debt-lev-
els in the airline industry, Icra
said in a note.

Significantly, all the three
listed airlines, Jet Airways,
InterGlobe Aviation-run
IndiGo and SpiceJet, are cur-
rently in red. PTI
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New Delhi: Bajaj Auto on Thursday launched an upgraded version of

its 150 cc bike Pulsar 150 Neon priced at �64,998 (ex-showroom Delhi). The
all new Pulsar 150 Neon 2019 collection comes with with a sporty appeal
and is for customers looking at a bike with size and performance above the
100-110 cc offerings. “The Pulsar 150 Neon, with its fresh new looks, out-
standing road presence and proven performance is set to be the first choice
for any customer willing to move beyond a 100/110 cc bike,” Bajaj Auto
President (Motorcycles) Eric Vas said in a statement. The bike comes with
14PS of power. 
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New Delhi: India’s largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki Thursday said its pre-

mium hatchback Baleno has crossed cumulative sales milestone of 5 lakh
within 38 months of its launch. The model, which was launched in October
2015, posted a 20.4 per cent growth in sales in the April-October period this
fiscal, the company said. “Our engineers have ensured that Baleno offers supe-
rior ride and handling, class leading performance and safety...Baleno has been
among the top selling cars in India since 2016,” Maruti Suzuki India Senior
Executive Director, Marketing and Sales, RS Kalsi said. The model, exclu-
sively manufactured in India, is the first car from MSI's stable to be export-
ed from India to Japan. Besides domestic market, the model has been receiv-
ing overwhelming response in global markets such as Australia, Europe, Latin
America and East Asia, the company said. 
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New Delhi: Cautioning investors against exorbitant or assured returns,

Sebi Thursday asked public to deal with only registered investment advis-
ers and pay advisory fees through banking channels only. The move comes
in the wake of several instances wherein investors got lured by false trading
tips. The regulator has asked investors to ensure that the investment advis-
er has a valid registration certificate, Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) said while issuing do's and don'ts list for public while dealing with
investment adviser. Also, it asked people to assess the risk-return profile of
the investment as well as the liquidity and safety aspects before making invest-
ments. “Pay only advisory fees to your investment adviser. Make  payments
of advisory fees through banking channels only and maintain duly signed
receipts mentioning the details of your payments,” the regulator noted. Besides,
it has asked investors not to fall for the promise of exorbitant or assured returns
by the investment advisers and “do not let greed overcome rational invest-
ment decisions and do not get carried away by luring advertisements or mar-
ket rumours.” Also, it asked public to avoid doing transactions only on the
basis of phone calls or messages from any investment adviser or its repre-
sentatives. The regulator has asked not to deal with unregistered entities and
do not fall for stock tips offered under the pretext of investment advice.
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The BSE Sensex rose for the
fourth straight session

Thursday, rallying over 450
points on short-covering as
the November derivatives series
ended amid a robust rally in the
rupee.

Positive global cues after
dovish comments from US
Fed Chairman Jerome Powell
also boosted investor senti-
ment, traders said.

The 30-share Sensex settled
453.46 points, or 1.27 per cent,
higher at 36,170.41, while the
broader NSE Nifty jumped
129.85 points, or 1.21 per cent,
to finish at 10,858.70.

The rupee jumped 74 paise
to breach the 70 per dollar

mark and touched 69.88 -- a
three-month high -- in intra-
day trade amid sustained sell-
ing of the greenback by
exporters and easing crude oil
prices.

“With a significantly lower
Brent and a stronger rupee, the
equity market traded with
absolute buoyancy, covering
the broader markets as well,”
said Joseph Thomas, Head
Research, Emkay Wealth
Management.

According to him, one key
factor which has breathed new
life into the markets is the state-
ment from the Fed Chairman
that US interest rates remain
just below neutral.

“This was seen as a signal
that the Fed is probably close

to the end of the tightening
cycle. Notably, this statement
was in sharp contrast to the
earlier statement around the
last FOMC meeting that there
was still a 'long way' for the Fed
to tread before the right levels
are attained,” he added.

Any ease in global trade
tension after G20 meet this
weekend will further boost
global sentiment, analysts said.

Top gainers of the session
included Bajaj Auto, Kotak
Bank, M&M, Vedanta,
IndusInd Bank, Asian Paints,
HDFC Bank, Reliance
Industries, HUL, HDFC, ITC,
Tata Steel and Tata Motors, ral-
lying up to 5 per cent.

However, ONCG,
PowerGrid, NTPC, Infosys,

Yes Bank and Sun Pharma fell
up to 1.33 per cent.

On a net basis, foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs)
bought shares worth �961.26
crore Wednesday, while domes-
tic institutional investors (DIIs)
sold shares to the tune of
�330.29 crore, provisional data
with stock exchanges showed.

Elsewhere in Asia, Korea’s
Kospi rose 0.28 per cent,
Japan's Nikkei gained 0.39 per
cent, while Hong Kong's Hang
Seng fell 0.87 per cent and
Shanghai Composite Index
slipped 1.32 per cent.

In Europe, Frankfurt's
DAX was up 0.60 per cent and
Paris' CAC 40 0.80 per cent.
London’s FTSE gained 0.58
per cent.
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More reforms, low interest
rates and greater avail-

ability of funds are needed to
push India's economy to high-
er growth trajectory of over 8
per cent, Niti Aayog Vice-
Chairman Rajiv Kumar said on
Thursday.

India grew by 7.1 per cent
in 2016-17 and 6.7 per cent in
2017-18.

“Breaching the 8 per cent
growth ceiling is not easy, we
have to try much harder and
undertake the reforms at the
level where it matters,” he said
at an event organised by Pahle

India Foundation.
Kumar said that the two

major constraints being faced
by the investors are less avail-
ability of finance and high
interest rates.

He observed that while
the infaltion is hovering around
4 per cent, the marginal cred-
it rate of banks is over 7 per
cent. “The cost of capital can
not be equal to rate of returns,
it (rate of returns) must be
higher than cost of capital in
the long run. So, this is where
I think we need to have a very
good look. “...Otherwise, I am
afraid despite the promise,

growth rates may not be sus-
tained,” Kumar noted.

He also expressed displea-
sure at politicisation of release
of back-series GDP data
Wednesday at a joint press
conference addressed by him
and Chief Statistician Pravin
Srivastava. Kumar said that
the former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram has done great
disfavour to officers of CSO by
criticising back-series GDP
data released by the Central
Statistics Office (CSO).

“I am deeply pained at
people who politicised it for no
reason at all,” he said.

The vice-chairman also
pointed out that the govern-
ment needs to invest more in
the country’s statistical sys-
tem. “The allocations to our
statistical systems must
increase many folds," he
stressed.

Noting that invest climate
and capacity utilisations are
improving, Kumar said:
“Domestic investments is going
to drive the Indian economy.”

He also stressed on need of
improving competitiveness of
India's production units by the
government and industry
working together.
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With eyebrows being raised over the involve-
ment of the Niti Aayog in releasing revised

GDP data for the UPA era, some in the government
feel the controversy could have been totally avoid-
ed by keeping the think tank out of the announce-
ment. The Niti Aayog had on Wednesday hosted
a news conference by its vice-chairman Rajiv Kumar
and Chief Statistician Pravin Srivastava to announce
the so-called back-series data. The new numbers
show India’s economic growth rate averaged 6.7 per
cent during the Congress-led UPA regime as com-
pared to 7.3 per cent under the present government.
Previous numbers had put the average growth rate
during the 10-year UPA rule at 7.75 per cent.

While the government has maintained that the
Central Statistical Office — the agency responsible
for the number crunching - is an independent
agency, a joint press conference by Kumar and
Srivastava raised eyebrows, including by former
finance minister P Chidambaram.

A top source in the government said the con-
troversy could have been avoided by keeping out
the Niti Aayog from the announcement press con-
ference. He believed that the Niti Aayog had no role
in calculating the GDP numbers, which was the job
of CSO. The announcement too should have been
left to the CSO alone. Chidambaram called the revi-
sion a “hatchet job” by the Niti Aayog, while for-
mer chief statistician Pronab Sen questioned the
involvement of the Aayog. Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley on his part defended the revision saying the
CSO was a “highly credible organisation”.To those
criticising the numbers, he said: “I don’t think any
service is being rendered by people who choose to
discredit a highly credible organisation like the CSO
because its data is based on facts and the revised
formulations which is a continuous exercise
because every time you try and improve upon the
formulations to make them more representative of
the real state of economy”.

Script Last Abs Change
Traded Price Change %
3MINDIA 20759.10 -74.80 -0.36
8KMILES 173.15 8.20 4.97
AARTIIND 1455.85 -20.30 -1.38
ABB 1382.50 -15.85 -1.13
ABBOTINDIA 7358.95 177.80 2.48
ABCAPITAL 104.65 1.40 1.36
ABFRL 185.50 -0.60 -0.32
ACC 1462.70 26.55 1.85
ADANIPORTS 369.35 4.05 1.11
ADANIPOWER 55.45 1.15 2.12
ADANITRANS 226.95 -11.40 -4.78
ADVENZYMES 181.80 -0.25 -0.14
AEGISLOG 223.55 -1.35 -0.60
AIAENG 1616.50 18.15 1.14
AJANTPHARM 1122.00 18.75 1.70
AKZOINDIA 1584.20 7.25 0.46
ALBK 47.30 0.20 0.42
ALKEM 1865.90 -54.05 -2.82
ALLCARGO 107.45 -0.45 -0.42
AMARAJABAT 724.00 -5.85 -0.80
AMBUJACEM 217.00 2.70 1.26
ANDHRABANK 28.05 -0.10 -0.36
APARINDS 615.65 -3.35 -0.54
APLAPOLLO 1288.30 3.45 0.27
APLLTD 569.15 4.80 0.85
APOLLOHOSP 1242.50 11.05 0.90
APOLLOTYRE 235.55 0.65 0.28
ASAHIINDIA 260.20 -4.80 -1.81
ASHOKA 132.60 4.95 3.88
ASHOKLEY 109.90 1.80 1.67
ASIANPAINT 1352.65 29.00 2.19
ASTERDM 144.55 2.35 1.65
ASTRAL 1065.00 -1.75 -0.16
ATUL 3469.65 -67.20 -1.90
AUBANK 582.95 -3.60 -0.61
AUROPHARMA 791.40 3.00 0.38
AVANTI 340.00 -10.40 -2.97
AXISBANK 630.35 2.70 0.43
BAJAJ-AUTO 2725.05 121.85 4.68
BAJAJCORP 355.00 2.55 0.72
BAJAJELEC 472.25 1.25 0.27
BAJAJFINSV 6013.80 201.75 3.47
BAJAJHLDNG 3011.55 38.25 1.29
BAJFINANCE 2505.70 94.50 3.92
BALKRISIND 969.85 10.55 1.10
BALMLAWRIE 189.25 1.70 0.91
BALRAMCHIN 98.30 1.40 1.44
BANDHANBNK 486.40 19.95 4.28
BANKBARODA 105.00 0.30 0.29
BANKINDIA 85.00 2.10 2.53
BASF 1608.85 86.15 5.66
BATAINDIA 999.05 4.10 0.41
BAYERCROP 4189.15 121.05 2.98
BBTC 1332.45 10.00 0.76
BEL 85.40 -3.45 -3.88
BEML 764.85 -9.70 -1.25
BERGEPAINT 319.90 7.15 2.29
BHARATFIN 1030.10 29.60 2.96
BHARATFORG 572.15 5.95 1.05
BHARTIARTL 316.85 2.35 0.75
BHEL 68.05 1.35 2.02
BIOCON 602.55 3.10 0.52
BIRLACORPN 624.25 -12.35 -1.94
BLISSGVS 156.10 -5.45 -3.37
BLUEDART 3153.30 92.45 3.02
BLUESTARCO 658.15 15.85 2.47
BOMDYEING 101.85 -2.80 -2.68
BOSCHLTD 18800.75 116.75 0.62
BPCL 329.65 8.20 2.55
BRITANNIA 3036.70 52.70 1.77
CADILAHC 356.25 13.50 3.94
CANBK 260.75 -1.50 -0.57
CANFINHOME 267.50 10.50 4.09
CAPF 523.85 -4.70 -0.89
CAPPL 404.40 -1.70 -0.42
CARBORUNIV 359.10 2.70 0.76
CARERATING 959.85 2.40 0.25
CASTROLIND 157.10 1.15 0.74
CCL 267.45 -1.55 -0.58
CEATLTD 1253.25 43.25 3.57
CENTRALBK 28.95 -0.90 -3.02
CENTRUM 38.05 -0.55 -1.42
CENTURYPLY 177.55 4.95 2.87
CENTURYTEX 894.95 -0.50 -0.06
CERA 2337.30 -51.15 -2.14
CGPOWER 38.35 0.60 1.59
CHAMBLFERT 148.50 0.80 0.54
CHENNPETRO 277.60 10.00 3.74
CHOLAFIN 1329.10 36.40 2.82
CIPLA 524.55 9.55 1.85
COALINDIA 246.65 -1.20 -0.48
COCHINSHIP 379.90 1.75 0.46
COFFEEDAY 263.30 -1.05 -0.40
COLPAL 1231.80 4.30 0.35
CONCOR 673.95 9.70 1.46
COROMANDEL 406.05 3.45 0.86

CORPBANK 27.05 -0.15 -0.55
CRISIL 1492.55 -7.40 -0.49
CROMPTON 215.10 4.20 1.99
CUB 177.00 -0.40 -0.23
CUMMINSIND 804.50 13.15 1.66
CYIENT 600.65 -20.05 -3.23
DABUR 413.55 -1.50 -0.36
DBCORP 178.00 0.35 0.20
DBL 453.60 3.80 0.84
DCBBANK 155.95 1.70 1.10
DCMSHRIRAM 357.55 1.30 0.36
DEEPAKFERT 162.75 0.95 0.59
DEEPAKNI 248.25 -0.70 -0.28
DELTACORP 237.00 3.60 1.54
DENABANK 15.90 -0.30 -1.85
DHANUKA 425.80 -7.75 -1.79
DHFL 200.55 -8.30 -3.97
DISHTV 39.00 1.45 3.86
DIVISLAB 1457.70 -22.50 -1.52
DLF 179.55 3.50 1.99
DMART 1439.00 -1.90 -0.13
DRREDDY 2652.80 82.40 3.21
ECLERX 1057.10 -0.30 -0.03
EDELWEISS 166.50 -0.40 -0.24
EICHERMOT 23501.75 367.40 1.59

EIDPARRY 216.00 2.05 0.96
EIHOTEL 186.60 -0.05 -0.03
ELGIEQUIP 237.15 4.55 1.96
EMAMILTD 438.55 5.35 1.23
ENDURANCE 1078.95 10.35 0.97
ENGINERSIN 117.65 0.95 0.81
ENIL 612.00 -5.20 -0.84
EQUITAS 106.55 -0.95 -0.88
ERIS 611.05 1.60 0.26
ESCORTS 694.30 12.50 1.83
ESSELPRO 88.25 1.95 2.26
EVEREADY 200.75 0.30 0.15
EXIDEIND 257.30 -1.90 -0.73
FCONSUMER 46.85 -2.30 -4.68
FDC 191.00 -1.00 -0.52
FEDERALBNK 84.95 3.20 3.91
FINCABLES 458.75 6.05 1.34
FINOLEXIND 538.50 4.40 0.82
FLFL 385.35 1.95 0.51
FORBESCO 2463.95 8.00 0.33
FORCEMOT 1703.85 13.65 0.81
FORTIS 147.30 0.95 0.65
FRETAIL 504.25 -22.25 -4.23
FSL 52.05 0.10 0.19
GAIL 339.55 0.15 0.04
GDL 143.35 -4.05 -2.75
GEPIL 808.00 8.25 1.03
GESHIP 283.95 1.40 0.50
GET&D 235.15 -7.55 -3.11
GHCL 218.30 12.70 6.18
GICHSGFIN 229.95 -0.80 -0.35
GICRE 291.40 1.10 0.38
GILLETTE 6495.90 -4.05 -0.06
GLAXO 1338.70 15.00 1.13
GLENMARK 636.80 -10.05 -1.55
GMDCLTD 86.40 0.30 0.35
GMRINFRA 16.05 0.05 0.31
GNFC 335.85 -0.95 -0.28
GODFRYPHLP 934.85 -1.00 -0.11
GODREJAGRO 499.65 -3.25 -0.65
GODREJCP 746.05 0.55 0.07
GODREJIND 537.30 18.30 3.53
GODREJPROP 636.20 -6.65 -1.03
GPPL 95.60 -1.30 -1.34
GRANULES 88.60 3.10 3.63
GRAPHITE 932.50 9.60 1.04
GRASIM 850.85 7.70 0.91
GREAVESCOT 123.00 -0.35 -0.28
GREENPLY 133.55 1.45 1.10
GRINDWELL 489.60 -6.40 -1.29
GRUH 285.45 3.80 1.35
GSFC 103.55 0.75 0.73
GSKCONS 7187.95 -21.25 -0.29

GSPL 188.45 0.45 0.24
GUJALKALI 557.20 0.30 0.05
GUJFLUORO 882.40 5.65 0.64
GUJGAS 637.30 2.00 0.31
GULFOILLUB 757.00 -6.55 -0.86
HAL 792.65 -4.60 -0.58
HATSUN 613.90 -4.05 -0.66
HAVELLS 689.10 20.45 3.06
HCC 11.75 -0.46 -3.77
HCLTECH 1015.30 -28.45 -2.73
HDFC 1955.55 29.25 1.52
HDFCBANK 2130.00 45.35 2.18
HDFCLIFE 392.40 -2.05 -0.52
HDIL 20.20 -0.25 -1.22
HEG 4177.05 4.30 0.10
HEIDELBERG 147.90 1.05 0.72
HERITGFOOD 513.05 -1.80 -0.35
HEROMOTOCO3021.25 29.00 0.97
HEXAWARE 314.25 3.30 1.06
HFCL 18.40 -0.45 -2.39
HIMATSEIDE 214.20 -2.25 -1.04
HINDALCO 224.25 8.00 3.70
HINDCOPPER 47.85 -0.50 -1.03
HINDPETRO 242.95 4.70 1.97
HINDUNILVR 1765.35 34.55 2.00

HINDZINC 262.75 1.60 0.61
HONAUT 21572.45 316.80 1.49
HSCL 131.65 -4.85 -3.55
HSIL 211.35 -3.70 -1.72
HUDCO 42.65 -0.40 -0.93
IBREALEST 75.75 -1.60 -2.07
IBULHSGFIN 700.95 8.40 1.21
IBVENTURES 406.55 -1.45 -0.36
ICICIBANK 362.25 3.20 0.89
ICICIGI 801.05 5.95 0.75
ICICIPRULI 318.65 -3.55 -1.10
ICIL 61.65 1.10 1.82
IDBI 59.90 -0.05 -0.08
IDEA 37.75 -0.15 -0.40
IDFC 40.50 -0.55 -1.34
IDFCBANK 38.35 -0.30 -0.78
IEX 158.75 0.65 0.41
IFBIND 855.10 -8.40 -0.97
IFCI 13.68 0.06 0.44
IGL 261.00 -6.05 -2.27
IL&FSTRANS 16.45 -0.85 -4.91
INDHOTEL 140.75 3.10 2.25
INDIACEM 90.85 1.80 2.02
INDIANB 223.60 0.95 0.43
INDIGO 1047.90 12.40 1.20
INDUSINDBK 1659.75 45.75 2.83
INFIBEAM 44.70 4.55 11.33
INFRATEL 265.90 6.15 2.37
INFY 659.60 -6.75 -1.01
INOXLEISUR 212.25 -1.30 -0.61
INOXWIND 81.40 -2.35 -2.81
INTELLECT 217.10 -2.10 -0.96
IOB 14.50 -0.05 -0.34
IOC 134.80 0.80 0.60
IPCALAB 787.10 -2.75 -0.35
IRB 149.80 -2.35 -1.54
ISEC 264.50 -2.20 -0.82
ISGEC 5333.55 32.10 0.61
ITC 287.35 5.30 1.88
ITDC 311.75 6.30 2.06
ITDCEM 105.80 2.25 2.17
ITI 90.05 -0.70 -0.77
J&KBANK 37.15 0.45 1.23
JAGRAN 113.70 -1.10 -0.96
JAICORPLTD 105.55 -0.20 -0.19
JAMNAAUTO 70.10 -0.15 -0.21
JBCHEPHARM 294.70 4.60 1.59
JCHAC 1798.30 38.20 2.17
JETAIRWAYS 310.75 1.95 0.63
JINDALSAW 81.25 0.35 0.43
JINDALSTEL 154.80 3.05 2.01
ULTRACEMCO 4029.05 24.25 0.61
UNICHEMLAB 203.70 -6.30 -3.00

UNIONBANK 79.80 0.40 0.50
UPL 778.75 6.75 0.87
VBL 763.25 -0.85 -0.11
VEDL 199.10 6.15 3.19
VENKYS 2347.05 17.75 0.76
VGUARD 209.95 1.45 0.70
VIJAYABANK 42.30 0.30 0.71
VINATIORGA 1449.00 64.65 4.67
VIPIND 520.75 -1.45 -0.28
VMART 2829.90 119.25 4.40
VOLTAS 552.45 16.50 3.08
VTL 1065.15 1.00 0.09
WABAG 267.60 -4.05 -1.49
WABCOINDIA 6895.00 104.70 1.54
WELCORP 158.10 -1.35 -0.85
WELSPUNIND 59.90 0.10 0.17
WHIRLPOOL 1399.00 17.50 1.27
WIPRO 314.95 4.55 1.47
WOCKPHARMA 527.55 10.65 2.06
YESBANK 160.45 -1.25 -0.77
ZEEL 482.15 4.40 0.92
ZENSARTECH 234.05 5.30 2.32
ZYDUSWELL 1203.80 -8.15 -0.67
JISLJALEQS 66.15 0.00 0.00
JKCEMENT 700.55 -1.20 -0.17
JKIL 134.65 0.95 0.71
JKLAKSHMI 269.70 4.25 1.60
JKTYRE 98.90 0.50 0.51
JMFINANCIL 86.40 2.40 2.86
JPASSOCIAT 6.63 0.07 1.07
JSL 38.30 0.15 0.39
JSLHISAR 90.35 -1.50 -1.63
JSWENERGY 68.05 0.45 0.67
JSWSTEEL 317.25 9.15 2.97
JUBILANT 739.70 45.10 6.49
JUBLFOOD 1226.10 -16.85 -1.36
JUSTDIAL 497.10 4.20 0.85
JYOTHYLAB 187.65 2.60 1.41
KAJARIACER 441.30 -15.05 -3.30
KALPATPOWR 351.05 -4.70 -1.32
KANSAINER 463.35 5.20 1.13
KEC 284.25 4.60 1.64
KEI 359.40 2.50 0.70
KIOCL 150.60 -0.65 -0.43
KNRCON 190.70 -1.45 -0.75
KOTAKBANK 1210.15 49.25 4.24
KPIT 207.55 0.10 0.05
KPRMILL 586.50 -8.35 -1.40
KRBL 295.35 -6.55 -2.17
KSCL 521.15 -2.45 -0.47
KTKBANK 102.40 0.60 0.59
KWALITY 11.72 0.55 4.92
L&TFH 143.60 5.00 3.61
LAKSHVILAS 86.95 -1.00 -1.14
LALPATHLAB 874.70 -2.00 -0.23
LAOPALA 234.60 4.85 2.11
LAURUSLABS 375.75 0.50 0.13
LAXMIMACH* 5828.05 37.70 0.65
LICHSGFIN 469.25 3.65 0.78
LINDEINDIA 664.65 16.75 2.59
LT 1422.40 18.80 1.34
LTI 1591.15 -41.75 -2.56
LTTS 1524.15 -43.80 -2.79
LUPIN 865.15 0.55 0.06
LUXIND 1483.00 -6.65 -0.45
M&M 773.10 24.75 3.31
M&MFIN 442.85 21.55 5.12
MAGMA 109.80 0.30 0.27
MAHABANK 13.12 -0.06 -0.46
MAHINDCIE 256.85 0.05 0.02
MAHLIFE 395.15 2.40 0.61
MANAPPURAM 84.70 1.75 2.11
MANPASAND 94.90 -2.10 -2.16
MARICO 359.80 0.65 0.18
MARUTI 7550.00 -15.50 -0.20
MAXINDIA 61.75 1.30 2.15
MCX 704.45 0.30 0.04
MEGH 58.55 -2.20 -3.62
MFSL 447.75 17.40 4.04
MGL 816.95 -4.00 -0.49
MHRIL 207.90 -0.95 -0.45
MINDACORP 139.60 5.50 4.10
MINDAIND 324.35 2.60 0.81
MINDTREE 849.30 -24.75 -2.83
MMTC 28.55 -0.25 -0.87
MOIL 165.30 -1.45 -0.87
MONSANTO 2523.15 26.15 1.05
MOTHERSUMI 155.10 -3.85 -2.42
MOTILALOFS 616.60 -5.45 -0.88
MPHASIS 950.45 -3.65 -0.38
MRF 68140.80 -714.80 -1.04
MRPL 74.90 1.35 1.84
MUTHOOTFIN 444.80 -7.25 -1.60
NATCOPHARM* 711.50 -1.70 -0.24
NATIONALUM 66.80 2.10 3.25
NAUKRI 1532.70 41.25 2.77
NAVINFLUOR 708.25 -13.10 -1.82
NAVKARCORP 60.50 0.25 0.41

NAVNETEDUL 107.85 1.55 1.46
NBCC 54.75 -0.90 -1.62
NBVENTURES 118.75 -0.30 -0.25
NCC 87.60 0.90 1.04
NESTLEIND 10603.55 -98.50 -0.92
NETWORK18 38.45 0.25 0.65
NH 226.05 1.70 0.76
NHPC 25.95 -0.05 -0.19
NIACL 197.55 -1.00 -0.50
NIITTECH 1086.45 -7.95 -0.73
NILKAMAL 1546.75 -5.25 -0.34
NLCINDIA 77.90 1.20 1.56
NMDC 94.45 0.50 0.53
NOCIL 169.00 -0.65 -0.38
NTPC 142.30 -1.20 -0.84
OBEROIRLTY 429.80 17.30 4.19
OFSS 3411.05 -58.60 -1.69
OIL 203.05 4.65 2.34
OMAXE 209.65 -0.20 -0.10
ONGC 140.75 -1.90 -1.33
ORIENTBANK 87.85 1.25 1.44
ORIENTCEM 81.15 -1.10 -1.34
PAGEIND 25289.85 -766.35 -2.94
PARAGMILK 247.80 -1.00 -0.40
PCJEWELLER 69.00 0.95 1.40
PEL 2161.50 61.25 2.92
PERSISTENT 593.85 -8.40 -1.39
PETRONET 213.50 -2.35 -1.09
PFC 91.95 -0.40 -0.43
PFIZER 2765.75 -10.55 -0.38
PFS 15.70 -0.15 -0.95
PGHH 9268.30 -28.90 -0.31
PHILIPCARB 211.90 -0.70 -0.33
PHOENIXLTD 599.95 5.30 0.89
PIDILITIND 1180.95 23.85 2.06
PIIND 824.05 1.10 0.13
PNB 69.65 0.00 0.00
PNBHOUSING 935.20 -34.30 -3.54
PNCINFRA 148.00 -0.60 -0.40
POWERGRID 181.20 -2.85 -1.55
PRESTIGE 198.40 16.40 9.01
PRSMJOHNSN 85.45 -0.90 -1.04
PTC 79.90 0.25 0.31
PVR 1450.85 -11.85 -0.81
QUESS 720.55 -3.55 -0.49
RADICO 394.55 4.15 1.06
RAIN 135.70 0.90 0.67
RAJESHEXPO 570.85 -0.30 -0.05
RALLIS 162.80 -2.90 -1.75
RAMCOCEM 600.00 0.15 0.03
RATNAMANI 886.40 -7.90 -0.88
RAYMOND 823.95 8.55 1.05
RBLBANK 544.10 0.80 0.15
RCF 58.00 -0.40 -0.68
RCOM 12.75 -0.38 -2.89
RECLTD 106.75 -4.00 -3.61
REDINGTON 88.00 0.70 0.80
RELAXO 757.60 -2.90 -0.38
RELCAPITAL 229.10 -8.60 -3.62
RELIANCE 1170.00 23.75 2.07
RELINFRA 349.55 -10.80 -3.00
REPCOHOME 340.95 -16.10 -4.51
RNAM 170.50 -1.80 -1.04
RNAVAL 12.60 -0.18 -1.41
RPOWER 29.35 -0.50 -1.68
SADBHAV 205.75 2.70 1.33
SAIL 54.70 -0.80 -1.44
SANOFI 6047.35 64.20 1.07
SBILIFE 570.60 1.50 0.26
SBIN 286.25 2.10 0.74
SCHAEFFLER 5443.70 -22.40 -0.41
SCHNEIDER 107.35 0.25 0.23
SCI 43.50 -0.25 -0.57
SFL 1388.05 -21.95 -1.56
SHANKARA 712.10 41.35 6.16
SHARDACROP 294.20 -1.85 -0.62
SHILPAMED 376.70 4.85 1.30
SHK 184.70 -0.35 -0.19
SHOPERSTOP 498.60 6.30 1.28
SHREECEM 16428.85 454.60 2.85
SIEMENS 918.65 9.95 1.09
SIS 807.20 -9.10 -1.11
SJVN 26.90 0.10 0.37
SKFINDIA 1874.20 10.60 0.57
SOBHA 446.60 -14.85 -3.22
SOLARINDS 994.35 -6.50 -0.65
SOMANYCERA 302.20 -0.30 -0.10
SONATSOFTW 305.30 -0.95 -0.31
SOUTHBANK 15.95 0.54 3.50
SPARC 251.75 -5.10 -1.99
SPICEJET 80.15 1.05 1.33
SREINFRA 31.80 -0.15 -0.47
SRF 2147.65 39.15 1.86
SRTRANSFIN 1176.70 45.80 4.05
STARCEMENT 98.00 0.90 0.93
STRTECH 341.55 -1.35 -0.39
SUDARSCHEM 349.25 -0.45 -0.13
SUNCLAYLTD 3450.00 22.10 0.64

SUNDRMFAST 505.70 -2.30 -0.45
SUNPHARMA 483.40 -2.95 -0.61
SUNTECK 340.80 -5.30 -1.53
SUNTV 614.70 6.30 1.04
SUPPETRO 206.90 4.15 2.05
SUPRAJIT 210.85 -0.60 -0.28
SUPREMEIND 995.40 15.00 1.53
SUVEN 240.45 -0.85 -0.35
SUZLON 5.10 -0.33 -6.08
SWANENERGY 103.45 2.20 2.17

SYMPHONY 973.50 -10.35 -1.05
SYNDIBANK 34.75 0.00 0.00
SYNGENE 543.30 -9.55 -1.73
TAKE 133.30 -0.10 -0.07
TATACHEM 699.45 4.75 0.68
TATACOFFEE 94.50 -0.55 -0.58
TATACOMM 529.30 6.05 1.16
TATAELXSI 999.15 -17.60 -1.73
TATAGLOBAL 219.00 3.55 1.65
TATAINVEST 853.30 0.55 0.06
TATAMETALI 629.30 -4.45 -0.70
TATAMOTORS 177.30 2.95 1.69
TATAMTRDVR 96.10 0.60 0.63
TATAPOWER 75.10 0.75 1.01
TATASTEEL 533.45 9.45 1.80
TCS 1959.45 -17.10 -0.87
TEAMLEASE 2782.35 8.60 0.31
TECHM 689.70 -8.65 -1.24
TEJASNET 227.60 -7.50 -3.19
TEXRAIL 56.70 -1.80 -3.08
THERMAX 1040.10 20.25 1.99
THOMASCOOK 226.25 -2.70 -1.18
THYROCARE 540.40 9.50 1.79
TIFHL 508.20 15.85 3.22
TIMETECHNO 107.75 -1.95 -1.78
TIMKEN 522.40 5.80 1.12
TITAN 929.90 9.35 1.02
TNPL 248.60 0.35 0.14
TORNTPHARM 1707.70 12.75 0.75
TORNTPOWER 259.00 6.60 2.61
TRENT 341.00 2.25 0.66
TRIDENT 63.85 0.60 0.95
TRITURBINE 115.50 0.90 0.79
TTKPRESTIG 7255.50 62.80 0.87
TV18BRDCST 35.05 0.20 0.57
TVSMOTOR 549.00 12.90 2.41
TVSSRICHAK 2483.20 -6.85 -0.28
TVTODAY 382.15 18.15 4.99
UBL 1237.35 -5.60 -0.45
UCOBANK 18.20 -0.70 -3.70
UFLEX 281.10 -2.75 -0.97
UJJIVAN 217.20 -1.50 -0.69
ULTRACEMCO 4029.05 24.25 0.61
UNICHEMLAB 203.70 -6.30 -3.00
UNIONBANK 79.80 0.40 0.50
UPL 778.75 6.75 0.87
VBL 763.25 -0.85 -0.11
VEDL 199.10 6.15 3.19
VENKYS 2347.05 17.75 0.76
VGUARD 209.95 1.45 0.70
VIJAYABANK 42.30 0.30 0.71
VINATIORGA 1449.00 64.65 4.67
VIPIND 520.75 -1.45 -0.28
VMART 2829.90 119.25 4.40
VOLTAS 552.45 16.50 3.08
VTL 1065.15 1.00 0.09
WABAG 267.60 -4.05 -1.49
WABCOINDIA 6895.00 104.70 1.54
WELCORP 158.10 -1.35 -0.85
WELSPUNIND 59.90 0.10 0.17
WHIRLPOOL 1399.00 17.50 1.27
WIPRO 314.95 4.55 1.47
WOCKPHARMA 527.55 10.65 2.06
YESBANK 160.45 -1.25 -0.77
ZEEL 482.15 4.40 0.92
ZENSARTECH 234.05 5.30 2.32
ZYDUSWELL 1203.80 -8.15 -0.67
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 10808.70 10883.05 10782.35 10858.70 129.85
BAJFINANCE 2435.00 2517.60 2416.85 2515.00 102.45
KOTAKBANK 1165.50 1219.90 1157.00 1209.00 48.75
BAJAJ-AUTO 2633.00 2737.00 2602.05 2712.10 108.20
HINDALCO 218.60 226.85 218.60 224.85 8.80
M&M 756.00 780.30 752.00 775.60 27.20
INDUSINDBK 1629.00 1670.95 1619.00 1667.00 53.65
BAJAJFINSV 5850.00 6050.00 5843.00 6006.00 187.55
JSWSTEEL 312.65 319.50 308.70 318.60 9.75
DRREDDY 2584.00 2666.70 2575.10 2653.45 81.15
BPCL 327.35 332.00 325.20 329.45 9.30
VEDL 196.50 201.90 196.25 198.50 5.55
BHARTIARTL 321.00 322.00 312.00 322.00 7.90
HINDUNILVR 1745.90 1780.00 1737.50 1774.45 42.25
ITC 283.65 289.30 283.45 288.35 6.15
HDFCBANK 2101.00 2137.40 2094.00 2132.25 43.00
ASIANPAINT 1336.00 1355.00 1330.70 1351.15 26.90
CIPLA 518.00 526.40 516.00 525.50 10.20
HDFC 1940.00 1965.00 1935.00 1964.50 36.50
TATAMOTORS 175.95 179.35 173.45 177.75 3.30
INFRATEL 260.85 266.50 254.25 264.50 4.85
HINDPETRO 244.00 246.50 239.15 243.00 4.10
GRASIM 843.00 857.00 837.40 855.00 14.20
EICHERMOT 23300.00 23596.05 22952.05 23500.00 388.65
UPL 775.00 789.40 762.05 784.50 12.65
TATASTEEL 532.00 538.85 529.15 532.00 8.05
WIPRO 314.00 316.65 309.60 314.90 4.60
ZEEL 480.40 496.30 480.05 484.00 6.55
RELIANCE 1161.00 1179.90 1160.00 1167.80 15.15
IBULHSGFIN 700.00 708.00 690.20 701.30 8.95
LT 1413.65 1435.50 1407.50 1421.00 17.60
SBIN 289.30 289.65 284.25 288.00 3.45
HEROMOTOCO 3025.95 3042.80 2996.65 3032.85 33.70
ADANIPORTS 366.50 371.35 363.20 369.10 3.70
ICICIBANK 363.00 366.40 360.20 362.20 3.20
IOC 136.50 136.50 132.10 135.20 1.15
TITAN 929.05 933.90 913.00 929.00 6.05
ULTRACEMCO 4039.90 4058.10 4012.00 4025.00 21.10
GAIL 340.45 344.20 337.05 340.30 1.25
AXISBANK 632.00 636.20 621.50 629.50 1.55
INFY 671.00 674.90 658.80 665.00 -1.40
SUNPHARMA 489.00 491.45 478.70 484.50 -1.50
MARUTI 7613.00 7642.00 7531.00 7546.80 -27.40
COALINDIA 250.00 250.60 241.00 246.50 -1.35
YESBANK 157.05 167.00 146.75 161.05 -1.05
TCS 1997.00 1997.00 1942.55 1970.00 -13.90
NTPC 143.85 145.75 140.85 142.10 -1.35
TECHM 706.00 706.00 685.25 688.80 -8.70
ONGC 143.90 143.90 137.65 141.00 -1.80
POWERGRID 184.95 188.50 179.30 180.20 -4.10
HCLTECH 1043.30 1045.35 1008.50 1017.00 -26.10
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27316.55 27442.15 27241.40 27390.55 201.60
BANDHANBNK 469.95 489.20 466.00 488.00 21.45
CADILAHC 345.00 360.30 341.65 357.15 13.35
SRTRANSFIN 1135.00 1185.90 1135.00 1177.00 43.80
HAVELLS 670.00 693.05 670.00 692.50 23.90
L&TFH 141.50 145.50 141.05 143.85 4.85
SHREECEM 15985.00 16664.90 15985.00 16480.00 481.05
BHEL 67.20 68.80 65.70 68.70 1.70
ASHOKLEY 109.15 111.05 108.55 111.00 2.65
ACC 1448.90 1471.30 1436.15 1468.25 31.30
PEL 2112.00 2188.55 2110.00 2146.00 45.60
DLF 177.80 181.00 174.15 179.65 3.70
PIDILITIND 1160.10 1194.80 1128.10 1180.20 20.70
BRITANNIA 3016.00 3045.00 2985.00 3030.00 49.10
OIL 198.70 204.65 196.00 201.00 3.00
LICHSGFIN 469.95 476.30 463.80 472.00 6.70
ICICIGI 804.50 810.00 794.55 806.00 10.95
INDIGO 1049.00 1061.30 1036.00 1050.25 13.35
SIEMENS 909.35 930.00 900.10 920.00 10.65
SUNTV 612.10 619.75 605.00 617.65 7.00
AMBUJACEM 217.60 220.00 214.90 217.00 2.45
CONCOR 667.85 679.80 661.00 671.65 6.65
BIOCON 598.00 610.55 590.65 603.10 5.40
HINDZINC 262.00 265.00 261.15 263.40 2.35
NHPC 25.65 26.30 25.60 26.20 0.20
ABCAPITAL 104.30 105.30 103.20 105.00 0.75
GICRE 292.55 293.00 289.05 291.50 2.05
BOSCHLTD 18749.00 18999.00 18687.20 18800.00 112.80
GODREJCP 749.00 755.00 728.75 748.85 3.25
NMDC 94.40 95.50 92.85 94.35 0.40
BANKBARODA 106.00 106.85 103.45 105.10 0.35
AUROPHARMA 789.80 805.90 788.35 791.75 1.75
SBILIFE 572.50 574.50 565.00 570.00 1.05
MCDOWELL-N 638.50 642.45 629.30 636.30 1.10
IDEA 38.20 38.40 36.55 37.85 0.05
MARICO 362.00 363.95 358.55 359.40 -0.10
DABUR 416.75 421.05 411.40 414.30 -0.50
COLPAL 1228.05 1244.45 1214.50 1225.15 -2.80
LUPIN 867.00 894.00 861.30 864.30 -2.30
HDFCLIFE 395.10 396.65 392.00 393.60 -1.15
PGHH 9289.65 9382.10 9255.00 9262.55 -27.10
DMART 1451.40 1456.70 1430.95 1437.00 -6.70
MRF 69002.00 69150.00 68011.00 68379.00 -413.25
NIACL 199.95 200.05 197.00 197.00 -1.40
SAIL 56.00 56.55 54.45 55.00 -0.40
PETRONET 212.00 215.95 212.00 213.65 -2.20
ICICIPRULI 323.90 325.95 315.10 318.20 -3.35
ABB 1407.50 1417.55 1375.00 1377.10 -22.00
OFSS 3467.00 3480.00 3371.00 3414.00 -61.65
MOTHERSUMI 161.80 161.80 154.30 154.85 -4.40
BEL 89.00 89.20 83.50 84.10 -4.60



2%�1��4�%#�����'��%��#( '�� )�*"�%�+,-�.,/0

�
"������
"�����
��" ��

�����������������		
�������	���
�����%D
��+)$� �����������		���������
-:�
����������$�'$��������
�
"�$�	��������������,����!
$���������
�������������
��'�����/H�(

�����
	��	
�������	�/
���	/�����������
��
�"#�/-�,� &
����	�%�����
#���
��������	����'�L�
 ��'���	�������'����������
��
�����������$� ������ ����	
�����
������B��������������
����	�����
	������	�
�����
%���������$������������
���
����$����������������$�
	��
���'��������
��2���
�(�%����
�'
����'��
��� �	��
�����'�����
��78-I��������>�
���������	����%�''
�������
����		
�������$���������������(

����� )02,��

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel said on Thursday

there is “no military solution”
to the Ukraine conflict after
President Petro Poroshenko
asked for NATO naval support
in his country’s standoff with
Russia.

Blaming Russia for the ten-
sions, Merkel said: “We ask the
Ukrainian side too to be sen-
sible because we know that we
can only solve things through
being reasonable and through
dialogue because there is no
military solution to these dis-
putes”.

Russia fired on and then
seized three Ukrainian ships on
Sunday, accusing them of ille-
gally entering its waters in the
Sea of Azov and detaining
their crew, in a dramatic spike
in tensions that raises fears of
a wider escalation.

Kiev accused Russia, which
annexed the Crimea peninsu-
la from Ukraine in 2014, of

launching “a new phase of
aggression”.

Poroshenko asked
Germany and other NATO
countries in comments to Bild
newspaper on Thursday to
“relocate naval ships to the Sea
of Azov in order to assist
Ukraine and provide security”.

Ukraine is not a NATO
member but has established
close ties with the US-led mil-
itary alliance, especially since
the 2014 Crimea annexation.

Merkel, speaking at a

German-Ukrainian business
forum, said she would discuss
the conflict with Russian
President Vladimir Putin at a
G20 summit in Argentina this
weekend.

She said a bridge from the
Russian mainland to Crimea
that Putin opened in May had
already restricted shipping
access to the Sea of Azov and
therefore to the Ukrainian port
of Mariupol.

“The full blame for this
goes to the Russian president,”
she said.

“Now what I want is that
the facts of what happened are
put on the table, that the (crew)
are released, and that no con-
fessions are coerced like we
have seen on television.” 

“I would also support keep-
ing things calm, but we must
also ensure that a city like
Mariupol that relies on access
to the sea ... Is not simply cut
off so that large parts of
Ukraine can no longer be eas-
ily reached.” 
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Ukrainian President Petro
Poroshenko asked NATO

members, including Germany,
on Thursday to send naval
vessels to the Sea of Azov to
back his country in the stand-
off with Russia.

“Germany is one of our
closest allies, and we hope that
states within NATO are now
ready to relocate naval ships to
the Sea of Azov in order to
assist Ukraine and provide
security,” he told Germany’s
Bild daily.

President Vladimir Putin
insisted Wednesday that
Russian forces were right to
seize three Ukrainian ships
last weekend.

But Poroshenko charged
that Putin “wants nothing less
than to occupy the sea. The
only language he understands
is the unity of the Western
world.

“We cannot accept this

aggressive policy of Russia.
First it was Crimea, then east-
ern Ukraine, now he wants the
Sea of Azov.

“Germany, too, has to ask
itself: What will Putin do next
if we do not stop him?” he
added on the day Ukraine’s
Prime Minister Volodymyr
Groysman was to visit Berlin.

Russia fired on and then
seized three Ukrainian ships on
Sunday, accusing them of ille-
gally entering its waters in the
Sea of Azov, in a dramatic spike
in tensions that raises fears of
a wider escalation.

Kiev accused Russia, which
annexed Crimea from Ukraine
in 2014, of launching “a new
phase of aggression”.

NATO chief Jens
Stoltenberg on Monday
demanded Russia free the
Ukrainian ships and sailors,
warning Moscow that “its
actions have consequences”.

Poroshenko also told the
German newspaper that
German “Chancellor (Angela)
Merkel is a great friend of
Ukraine.

“In 2015, she already saved
our country through her nego-
tiations in Minsk, and we hope
she will once again support us
so strongly, together with our
other allies.

“Putin wants to bring back
the old Russian Empire.
Crimea, Donbas, he wants the
whole country,” he added.

“As a Russian emperor, as
he sees himself, his empire can-
not function without Ukraine,
he sees us as a colony.”
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President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on Thursday said

Turkey could play a mediation
role to ease tensions between
Russia and Ukraine after the
seizure of three Ukrainian ships
by Moscow sparked a major
new crisis.

Ankara’s often brittle rela-
tions with Moscow have flour-
ished since mid-2016 in a rap-
prochement that has some-
times troubled the West.
Turkey is working closely with
Russia on the Syria conflict and
is also purchasing sophisticat-
ed Russian air defence systems.

But Erdogan has always
sought to emphasise the impor-
tance of Turkey’s traditionally
strong relations with Ukraine,
even as Kiev and Moscow
remain at loggerheads.

“Here we could take on a
mediator role and we have
discussed this with both sides,”
Erdogan told reporters at

Istanbul airport before heading
to the G20 summit in
Argentina.

His comments came after
intense telephone diplomacy
on Wednesday which saw
Erdogan hold talks with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Ukrainian counter-
part Petro Poroshenko.
Erdogan also talked to US
President Donald Trump.

“Both Mr Putin and Mr
Poroshenko in our talks made
requests. We will convey the
(Ukrainian) demands to Mr
Putin in our meeting in
Argentina,” added Erdogan,
saying the issue would also be
discussed in his talks with
Trump in Buenos Aires.
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Moscow: A meeting between
US President Donald Trump
and Russia’s Vladimir Putin will
take place at this week’s G20
summit as planned, the
Kremlin said Thursday, despite
US threats to cancel over
Moscow’s tensions with
Ukraine.

“Washington has con-
firmed the meeting,” Kremlin

spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
journalists.

Peskov said the meeting in
Argentina would start around
noon on Saturday with “brief
talks between the leaders” fol-
lowed by broader Russia-US
talks that could last around an
hour.

Peskov stressed the need
for open communication

between the leaders, even if
they are unlikely to agree on all
the issues.

“We need to think about
how to start talking about the
topics of bilateral relations, the
topics of strategic security and
disarmament and regional con-
flicts,” Peskov said.

“We don’t have to agree on
all the issues and indeed that

may be impossible but we need
to talk. That’s in the interests
not only of our two countries,
it’s in the interests of the whole
world.” 

Trump said this week that
as a result of Russia’s armed
seizure of three Ukrainian
ships, he was considering
pulling out of the one-on-one
talks with Putin. AFP
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If Britain sticks to the Brexit
deal it negotiated, the

European Union is ready to
offer it an “unprecedented part-
nership”, the bloc’s chief nego-
tiator Michel Barnier said on
Thursday. Prime Minister
Theresa May met EU leaders in
Brussels to agree terms on
Britain’s March 29 departure
from the Union, but is now
struggling to sell it to her own
Parliament. 

Some in London still hope
to negotiate better trading
arrangements, similar to or
improvements on the accords
between Brussels and Canada,
Switzerland or Norway. 

But Barnier, echoing lan-

guage already deployed by EU
Commission president Jean-
Claude Junker and May herself
at Sunday’s summit, said: “The
deal on the table is the only
one, the best possible.” 

Instead of renegotiating
the exit agreement, he said,
Britain and the Union should
now focus on building an
ambitious future relationship
which would be closer and bet-
ter than a mere free trade pact.

Addressing to the European
Parliament, Barnier said the
future relationship would
encompass “goods, services, the
digital economy, movement of
citizens, transport, public con-
tracts, energy, security and,
obviously, for the stability of our
continent, foreign policy.”

Colombo: Sri Lanka’s Speaker
Karu Jayasuriya on Thursday
met President Maithripala
Sirisena and apprised him about
the negative impact of ongoing
policy crisis on the country’s
currency, foreign investments
and arrival of tourists.

Jayasuriya’s meeting with
the President is being seen as
attempt to end the impasse that
the island nation is facing since
the sacking of Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe by
Sirisena and appointment of
strongman Mahinda
Rajapaksha as the country’s
premier over a month ago.PTI
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Defying President Donald
Trump, senators sent a

strong signal that they want to
punish Saudi Arabia for its role
in the killing of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi. By a biparti-
san 63-37 vote, the Senate
opted to move forward with
legislation calling for an end to
U.S. Involvement in the Saudi-
led war in Yemen.

The vote on Wednesday
was a rebuke not only to Saudi
Arabia but also to Trump’s
administration, which has
made clear it does not want to
torpedo the long-standing U.S.
Relationship with Riyadh over

the killing. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo and Secretary of
Defense Jim Mattis both came
to Capitol Hill to urgently
lobby against the resolution,
which would call for an end to
U.S. Military assistance for the
conflict that human rights
advocates say is wreaking havoc
on Yemen and subjecting civil-
ians to indiscriminate 
bombing.

The vote showed a signif-
icant number of Republicans
were willing to break with
Trump to express their deep
dissatisfaction with Saudi
Arabia and with the US
response to Khashoggi’s brutal
killing in Turkey last month. 

Frankfurt: German prosecutors
raided several Deutsche Bank
offices in the Frankfurt area on
Thursday over suspicions of
money laundering based on
revelations from the 2016
“Panama Papers” data leak.

Prosecutors said they were
investigating allegations that
Germany’s biggest lender helped
clients set up offshore compa-
nies in tax havens to “transfer
money from criminal activities”
to Deutsche Bank accounts.

The latest raid was a new
blow to the financial institution
that has been hammered by a
string of scandals linked to its
pre-2008 crisis attempts to
compete with Wall Street

investment banking giants.
Some 170 police officers and
investigators from the Frankfurt
prosecutor’s office were search-
ing six of the bank’s premises in
and around the city, the prose-
cutors said in a statement.

Deutsche Bank said it was
“fully cooperating” with the
authorities on the case which it
said was “related to the Panama
Papers”. The Panama Papers
scandal that erupted in 2016
with a massive data leak from
Panamaian legal firm Mossack
Fonseca exposed large-scale
tax evasion, laying bare how the
world’s wealthy and powerful
stashed their assets in offshore
businesses. AFP
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Can art connect its practition-
er to the global world? When
you ask Radhika Hoon,
founder of the Natya Ballet
Dance Festival, she would

agree. She believes that art has the power
to leave us speechless, touch us to the
core, impacting our very conscience, be
it through a song, dance performance,
a painting or a novel, a play, a poem or
a film. “It does encourage you to move
ahead in the field,” says Radhika.

As the festival’s second edition com-
mences today, Radhika explains how the
festival was first conceptualised. She
says, “It emerged out of a random dis-
cussion when we were talking about a
cultural exchange programme and a fest
that caters to a mass audience showcas-
ing a variety of dances and acts. The fest
digs up dying dance forms and tries to
highlight their lost importance.”

Well,  how does
Natya and Ballet go
together? Radhika
answers that Natya, as
Kalidasa defined is a
blend of dance, music
and theatre, “which has
just got defined within
contours over time.”
When the Natya Ballet
Centre was founded in
1960 by Kamala Lal, the
dancer used to practice
ballets of two and a half-
hour performances. Her acts retold
tales of several epics and playwrights
making it a place for all kinds of art,
“which is how the festival’s concept came
into existence.”

The fest will present a cultural dia-
logue between legendary dancers and
traditional speakers, inspiring the audi-
ence to follow the language of art as
much as they can to not let it die. She
tells us that the festival aims to explore
‘dance in film’ and ‘dance in theatre,’
combining the two elements together.

There will be masterclasses by USA
choreographer Ananya Chatterjea,
which will be an intensive session of con-
temporary dance technique, Yorchha,
bringing together movement princi-
ples from Odishi, vinyasa yoga, and
Mayurbhanj Chhau. A tete-a-tete
between Kathak exponent Pandit Birju
Maharaj and musicologist Manjari Sinha
will be followed by a session of ‘Meet the
Legends,’ where the audience will be in
conversation with dancer Mallika
Sarabhai, social activist Dr Arshiya
Sethi, and Bharatnatyam dancer Leela
Samson.

The festival, through its various
dance and theatrical collaborations,
presents two different versions and
retelling of the epic Mahabharata as well
Ramayana.

Kat-Katha puppetry trust’s
Mahabharata will be a retelling, this time
not just through the perspective of
Lord Krishna, Karna, Arjuna, but in way
that “forces each one of them to ques-
tion and revisit their decisions in the
great battle.” She adds, “It will explore
the inner dilemma of the fifteen promi-
nent characters of the epic tale, through
a stream of conscious narrative of their
past and present motives.” It employs the
Japanses technique of Bunraku, masks
and shadow theatre with elements of
Chhau and Kalaripayattu.

Similarly, Ramayana presented as
Aham Sita, will narrate tales from the
holy epic through the eyes of the five
women — Sita, Urmila, Mandodri,
Surpnakha and Ahalya. This edition’s
one of the new highlights, as Radhika
tells us, is that it keeps women in the
forefront, emphasising on the female
power in dance and theatre. With a
blend of dance and music and theatre,
retelling of the two epics challenges the
conventional storytelling at the festival.
“It indeed enhances the storytelling

forms and inspires people to explore var-
ious art forms and develop them as their
forte.”

Radhika believes that dance is not just
an art form, rather “an expression, an
emotion and a language. There will be a
number of films shown that will showcase
dance in films and how the art form has
evolved over the years focussing its
prominence in films throughout.” This
will be followed by sessions with award-
winning filmmakers like Saba Dewan,
Justin McCarthy, Sharada Ramanathan
and Vikran Iyengar.

There will be panel discussions
between Jyotsna Shourie and Gowri
Ramnarayan, moderated by writer and
storyteller Saumya Baijlal. The most
attractive elements, as Radhika mentions,
will be the two international perfor-
mances:  The Dutch Double Bill —  We are
waiting at the border and Ayush. While the
former is a confrontational and intimate
public space performance by the Dutch
dance company Vloeistof, the latter is an
amalgamation of Western dramaturgy
and Kathak choreography by the Korzo
Theatre from The Hague in Netherlands.

(The festival begins today and will go
on till December 2 at the SNA premises.)

Last week I drove the second-gen-
eration of the Maruti-Suzuki Ertiga
and posted a picture on Facebook

and a friend of mine called it ugly. The
interesting fact to note is that this per-
son actually owns the first-generation
Ertiga and is quite happy with it. I retort-
ed that the Ertiga is a van, well, it is a
‘people carrier’ if you wish to avoid the
‘v’ word. And ‘people carriers’ by their
very definition cannot be ‘sexy’ cars, no
matter how you slice it or dice it, because
at the end of the day, these vehicles are
all about functionality.

So yes, the new Ertiga ticks all the
functionality boxes. The second-gener-
ation Ertiga is longer, wider and taller
than the outgoing generation. Of course,
these dimensions have not ballooned but
grown slightly like all new car models
tend to nowadays although the wheel-
base remains the same. The car is, how-
ever, 13 centimeters longer, and while
you may not think of that as a lot, it does
make a significant difference to both the
luggage carrying capacity and the third-
row space. And these are main criteria
under which you should judge the
Ertiga.

To be fair, there really is not a direct
competitor to the Ertiga; there are no
other petrol-powered small people-
carriers and no other manufacturer has
a factory-fitted CNG option. Which is
why the second-generation Ertiga will,
as its predecessor did, dominate the fleet
market. Unlike the Dzire, Maruti will
not keep on churning out the previous-
generation model for the fleet market,
and if nothing else, the Ertiga will almost
certainly be a sale success on the basis
of this section of the market alone. 

But the Ertiga remains very popu-
lar with large Indian families, because
no matter what your thoughts about
being in the third row, Maruti-Suzuki
have ensured that getting in and out of
that row is relatively easy. Also, the floor
of the luggage area has two removable
panels allowing you a bit of additional
depth to store more luggage. This is one
of those really useful small features. With
the panels back on and the third row
(and maybe even second row) down, the
Ertiga can be converted rather quickly
into a very spacious goods carrier,
large enough to carry a cabinet when
you are shifting house for example. 

The interiors are, like in the earlier
generation, nice and light and with a
large glass area, even in the third row.
In fact, unlike the earlier generation, this
new Ertiga has a more flowing shape for
the third row window, which gives the
car a ‘floating roof ’ look from outside

and a nice amount of glass inside.
Unfortunately, the weather being quite
nippy, I did not get a chance to really try
out the air-conditioner and cooling in
the second and third rows but I do not
believe that they will be too bad. 

Up front, the dashboard on the top-
end variants gets a wood finish which
is quite common across the Maruti range
nowadays, but the overall quality of plas-
tics and fittings feels plush and like other
new Maruti-Suzuki cars, there is a vis-
ible improvement in both the aesthetic
and physical quality of the interiors, par-
ticularly the plastics. Incidentally, I’m not
a huge fan of wood finishes or the
swathes of chrome on the outside, but
that is a personal opinion and I know
that many of you readers who buy cars
with wood and chrome exteriors love
them.

So how is the Ertiga to drive? Well,
I drove the Petrol Automatic and the
Petrol manual. They feature the same
new 105 horsepower 1.5 litre K15 that
is there on the new Ciaz and like the
sedan, both the diesel and automatic fea-
ture a new electrical system with a small
lithium-ion battery that allows the car
to function like a mild hybrid, that is it
gives some assist to pick-up when you
are accelerating, what is called ‘torque
assist’ and provides enough electrical
power to keep the creature comforts
such as the infotainment system and air-
conditioner going at a traffic light, and
like on the sedan, these will have a pos-
itive impact on the fuel economy of the
car. As for handling, you don’t do those
so much in a people carrier, but body
roll is minimal which should make jour-
neys in the mountains less scary for
those who get sick. The only issue I had
overall with the Ertiga is the rather
ancient four-speed automatic that
Maruti-Suzuki has equipped it with
although I understand Maruti is look-
ing at a new automatic transmission for
their bigger vehicles sometime next
year, maybe around the time the S-
Cross also gets the K15 petrol engine
as some are speculating.

In conclusion, the Ertiga is not a
car for me, but if you have children and
go on a holiday or have to ferry them
and their friends around often and you
want a nice compact people carrier
with decent fuel economy and do not
need to worry about a diesel vehicle
ban, well the Ertiga ticks all the boxes
and between �7.44 - �9.5 lakhs for the
petrol manual, �9.18 - �9.95 for the
automatic and between �8.84 - 10.9
lakhs for the diesel, it is very good
value to boot.

The #MeToo movement,
which started in the West,
travelled to the Hindi film

industry and had widespread
ramifications on the Indian
media, has finally made its pres-
ence felt in the ordinary work-
place. Positively though. If a
recent survey is to be believed
then 80 per cent of males have
become overly cautious in their
interactions with women col-
leagues in the wake of the
#MeToo movement. Perhaps out
of respect and fear but at least
they know that they cannot tweak
the rules of social engagement.

The same percentage of
respondents feel that it was the
fear of losing career, family
reputation, social stigma and
scepticism which could be one
of the reasons for #MeToo
victims not reporting the cases
earlier. But harassment, it
seems is not restricted to the

workplace as 71per cent of the
respondents say that #MeToo is
prevalent at homes as well.
However, majority of these vic-

tims don’t talk or report these
incidents. The support of NGOs
was suggested by 58 per cent of
females to help the #MeToo vic-
tims at homes.

The way to go about making
women break their silence about
the abuse was to make them
independent, say seven in every
10 respondent. 

In India, #MeToo has spread
virally as a hashtag on social
media reflecting the prevalence of
sexual assault and harassment
directed towards women. In
recent times there has been a flur-
ry of cases being reported cutting
across varied walks of life, varied
age groups and multiple industry
segments. So Velocity MR, a
market research and analysis
company, conducted a pan-India

study to understand the concerns
and viewpoints of urban Indians.
The study featured a sample size

of 2,569 covering prominent
Indian metros including
Mumbai, Delhi, Bengaluru,

Kolkata, Hyderabad, and
Chennai. 

However, what was clear was
that 50 per cent of the respon-
dents feel that working or not, all
women are equally vulnerable to
the abuse but four  in 10 respon-
dents said that working women
are prime victims of #MeToo.
Moreover, six in 10 believe that
mental/emotional pressure from
seniors is a major reason for the
harrasment. 

What was interesting was the
fact that many of the respondents
felt that it was not just women who
were victims of harassment.
However there were doubts about
the veracity of the allegations as
well as 83 per cent of the respon-
dents believe that there are cases
of false allegations in the wake of

#MeToo. In spite of that four out
of five respondents were hopeful
that this would bring about a good
change. Close to 50 per cent
respondents disapprove the move
of the victims in reporting the
abuse later but two in five males
support the victims and say that
they are right in reporting the
abuse even when it is done much
after its occurrence. Moreover,
seven in 10 respondents agree with
the statement that even after
reporting the cases, victims are still
facing threats.

Although the majority of cases
coming up in #MeToo are from
media, Bollywood, other industries
are not considered safe by close to
77 per cent of the respondents.
What was also a revelation was that
seven in every 10 feel abusers are
not only the powerful men as the
act and attitude cuts across the
socio-economic strata. Majority of
respondents believe the time has
come for us to stand together in
support of the victims to make sure
that every single victim can break
the silence and speak up.
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It’s that time of the year when the
holiday cheer shoos away the dull
winter and catches all of us in its
yarn. And, in a country like ours
where every festival is celebrat-

ed with fervour — religious and oth-
erwise — Christmas is a staple that
everyone looks forward to for the bakes
and confectionaries associated with it. 

When you smell the warm aromas
of cinnamon, ginger and nutmeg, and
see the lusciously soaked blackcurrants,
sultanas, figs and prunes, the imme-
diate thought is of Christmas. Also for
the bakers, the cake mixing ceremony
signifies the start of the busiest peri-
od of the entire year. 

The cake puts the fun in funda-
mental Christmas traditions but mak-
ing it is no easy feat. Preparations begin
a month in advance since this is no
home-baked cake, muffin or pastry.    

The ceremony dates back to 17th
century Europe and marks the arrival
of the harvest season. During this time,
lot of fruits and nuts are harvested and
used in the making of the traditional
plum cake, which is saved till the next
harvest with the hope that it would
bring yet another fruitful year.

To mark the birth of Jesus Christ,
swanky hotels organise cake mixing
ceremonies to spread the warmth of
the festive season. With every hotel and
restaurant changing with the times,
Jaypee Vasant Continental (JVC) and
The Imperial also organised their
annual Christmas cake-mixing cere-
mony. 

The fine mix of dry fruits like sul-
tanas, cherries, cashew nuts, raisins,
black currants, figs, candied orange
peel, cranberry, and apricots were
mixed with wine and liquor so that the
ingredients can develop an aroma
and taste. 

This ceremony is poles apart
from baking a cake, which happens
much after the mix is prepared. The
ingredients are allowed to marinate in
the juices and beverages for 40 days
before starting with the baking, much
like the process of making pickles
where ingredients are mixed with
spices for weeks and months before
considering it ready for consumption.
Sugar, liquor and fruit juices help pre-
serve the cake and make for a good
energy bite. 

“Cake mixing ceremony is a ritu-
al religiously followed the world over
and it is said to be a harbinger of good
tidings and happiness. The ceremony
marks the advent of the festive season
and through this we look forward to
spreading the warmth of this season of
merry making. This year, we are
blessed to have kids from a NGO with
us to give them the experience of spe-
cial family traditions across the world.
The traditional Christmas cake is an
integral part of the celebrations.
Preparations are on full swing cross all
hotels for a grand celebration this year
with exclusive menus and unique
decor being curated specially for
Christmas,” said  Dilawar Singh
Nindra, GM of JVC.  

The event is as much a congrega-
tion of joy as a showcase of how the
traditional plum cake it made, said
executive chef, Avinash Jha. “It was
really fun having the kids this time
with us. They were very enthusiastic
about taking part in the mixing cere-
mony as they were the ones who put
the ingredients together,” said Jha. 

At The Imperial, New Delhi, exec-
utive chef Prem Kumar Pogakula and
pastry chef Vivek Chauhan tossed up
varieties of candied fruits, peels, assort-
ed nuts, juices and soaked them in all-
important spirits like cognac, rum and
Grand Marnier. These were then
blended for an exotic dough to mature
beautifully in time for Christmas and
to be churned out as plum cakes, pud-
dings and Stollen. 

Chef Prem said, “The mix of exot-
ic ingredients gets soaked in liquor for
at least a month. The more the ingre-
dients are marinated in a vat of spir-
its, the better the taste. It is prepared
in a distinct way with mounds and
mounds of brown dates, black raisins,
red cherries, cashew nuts, topped with
powdered cloves, cardamom, ginger
peel, lemon peel, orange peel, dry figs,
walnuts, apricots, prunes, dry black
currants, pistachios, almonds, pepper
and other exotic spices. All are mixed
with 50 litres of liquor and fatten up
with infusion. Then our chefs will
combine flour with mixture for the
dough to be baked to perfection for 1.5
tonne of cakes which are richer, yum-
mier and divine in taste.” 

While the temperature
heads south the
desire to devour

remains constant and food
from Punjab is perfect for this.
With its rich ingredients like
butter, ghee, missi and sarson
the cuisine keeps you warm
from inside and leaves an
afterglow of satisfaction. So,
be a half desi and a full
Punjabi because the season
demands it. 

With lots of wakhra love
a Punjabi food festival at K3
JW Marriott was there to give
people a chance of experi-
encing the taste of Amritsar.

The 11-day celebration
was a glimpse of traditional
and authentic preparations
by the master of spice, chef
Sweety Singh, also known as
Harjinder Singh, who spe-
cialises in preparing authen-
tic Punjabi cuisine using his
own combination of spices,
which he carries with himself
wherever he goes.

Singh presented culinary
secrets from the heartlands of
Punjab and said that he draws
his inspiration from the tra-
ditional eateries. 

“I am glad that I have
teamed-up with the hotel for
the festival. It’s fun to curate
a memorable menu of mouth-
watering Punjabi delicacies.
The taste profile of Punjabi
food does not lie in dollops of
butter, red colouring and
cashew flavouring, it is more
about how well you saute and
let the main ingredient cook
in the secret spice,” he said.

Chef Sweety insisted that
we eat in true Punjabi style

and ditch the fork for hands
and he kept on pushing dish-
es after dishes on our plate.
One was the Pindi choley,
made in simple tomato free
masala,  with butter naan, that
was more crisp for comfort. 

The festival gave the food
connoisseur a wide variety of
Punjabi dishes to choose from
— both vegetarian and non-
vegetarian. Taking inspira-
tion from his father, the chef
has created a scrumptious
menu which also included
specially-crafted delicious
dishes from the live counters
like Bhatti ka kukkad, a clas-
sic Punjabi temptation where
chicken chunks are marinat-

ed in herbs till they turn saf-
fron and roasted till its smoky
in the (bhatti) tandoor. Then
there was Lahori paneer tikka,
Meat diya seekha, Highway
tandoori kukka and Sarson da
saag with missi di roti which
were earthy and hearty dish-
es  abundant in flavour, nutri-
ents and colour; much like the
land and the people it belongs
to.

Each and ever y dish
served was made with  home-
made masalas and in a tradi-
tional style to keep the
authentic taste intact. 

The chefs at K3 along
with chef Sweety dished out
mouth-watering delicacies for
both lunch and dinner during
the sumptuous festival. To
bring the meal to an apt end,
you could treat your sweet
tooth with Jalebi with laccha
rabri because what’s a festival
meal without some sigh-
inducing desserts.

The magic of Amritsari
Swad was all about the culture
and the love with which the
dishes were served. 
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Agustin Mazzilli and Gonzalo Peillat
scored a brace each but Olympic
champions Argentina were made

to dig deep to eke out a 4-3 win over
Spain , while New Zealand scrapped past
France 2-1 in their opening matches of
hockey World Cup here on Thursday.

In the day's second Pool A match,
New Zealand scored two field goals
through Kane Russell (16th) and Stephen
Jenness (56th) to get the better of France.

France's lone goal came a minute
away from the final hooter through a
penalty corner conversion by Victor
Charlet (59th).

Six places may separate the two teams
in world rankings but world number
eight Spain gave Argentina, ranked sec-
ond, a run for their money in the high-
scoring match that produced end-to-end
hockey.

The Los Leones had to dish out every
trick from their arsenal to get the better
of a fighting Spanish side, which matched
their rivals in every department through-
out. Spain stunned the Argentines as early
as in the third minute through young
Enrique Gonzalez's fine field strike past
Argetina goalkeeper Juan Vivaldi from a
move which he only initiated.

But a minute later, Mazzilli drew level
for Argentina, deflecting in a cross from
the right wing past Spain's goalkeeper
Quico Cortes.

Spain restored their lead in the 14th
minute through a penalty corner con-
version by Josep Romeu.

It was end-to-end battle as Mazzilli
(15th minute) again came to Argentina's
rescue, equalising 45 seconds from the
first quarter after receiving a pass from
Lucas Villa on the left side.

Just seconds away from the first break
of the match, Argentina scored again
when dragflick specialist Peillat (15t) con-
verted a penalty corner with precision to
hand his side the lead for the first time
in the game.

Both the teams played with same
intensity and pace in the second quarter
but failed to find the net.

Five minutes after the change of ends,
Spain equalised through Vicenc Ruiz's
(35th) field strike.

The match went on similar lines in
the fourth and final quarter with both
Argentina and Spain pressing hard for
more goals to secure full three points.

But it was the Argentines who suc-
ceeded in their effort when Peillatwas
was again bang on target from another
penalty corner in the 49th minute.

Thereafter, Spain dished out all the
tricks, including withdrawing their goal-
keeper for an extra player four minutes
from the final hooter, but failed to breach
the Argentina defence.
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The match started on a steady note

with both teams moving around with the
ball. The first attack of the match was
made by New Zealand's Stephen Jenness
who tried to hit a reverse shot from the
close range but French goalkeeper

Arthur Thieffry blocked the attempt.
Playing contrary to what their rank-

ing on the world list indicates, France did
a good job in the first quarter to restrict
New Zealand. They, however, could not
hold them longer. In the 17th minute of
the match, New Zealand defender Kane
Russell scored the first goal for his team.

France made continuous attempts to
score an equalizer but the lack of accu-
racy and pace did not let that happen.
At the halftime, New Zealand were lead-
ing the match 1-0.

The trailing side did a good work in
the third quarter to build pressure on
New Zealand but the black caps also did
fairly well in soaking that pressure. In
the 38th minute of the match, France got
their first penalty corner of the game but
their skipper Victor Charlet could not
be accurate with his drag flick. The third
quarter ended without a goal being
scored.

France entered the fourth quarter
hoping to turn the game around. They
were going well too as they earned two
back to back penalty corners in the 54th
minute of the match. French defender
Victor Charlet flicked the ball towards
the left bottom corner but the opposi-
tion goalkeeper spoiled the party by
making an easy save.

Now it was time for New Zealand
to make an attack. Unlike their oppo-
nents, New Zealand's Stephen Jenness
made no mistake and unleashed a
powerful backhand at the far post to give
his side 2-0 lead in the match.

In the penultimate minute of the
match, French skipper managed to
score the sole goal for his side off a
penalty corner. After full time, the
scoreline read 2-1 in New Zealand's
favour.
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Seeking a hat-trick of titles, defending
champions Australia begin their cam-

paign against minnows Ireland in the
hockey World Cup here on Friday.

The world number one Kookaburras
would start as overwhelming favourites
against 10th ranked Ireland in the Pool B
match.

Australia have won the World Cup
thrice — 1986, 2010 and 2014 — and they
have been a dominant side in world hock-
ey for quite a few years now, though the
few Olympic medals did not reflect it.

The world champions have just passed
through a transition phase with some
senior players like Jamie Dwyer and
Mark Knowles hanging up their boots. But
come Friday, Australia would be looking
to beat Ireland by a big margin to boost
their confidence ahead of the remaining
two pool matches.

The Kookaburras have 10 new play-
ers in their squad and co-captain of the
side Aran Zalewski said they were taking
the opportunity as a "challenge".

"This is completely a different group.
We have now got 10 guys making their
debut at World Cup. For us as a team this

is our first real chance of winning a World
Cup as a group. We are not taking it as
pressure but as a challenge," he said.

Head coach Colin Batch said Ireland
might be ranked way below his side but
it would be a mistake on their part to
underestimate their opponents.

"They (Ireland) are a threat. Any team
can cause an upset here. Ireland is one of
those teams we have not played since early
this year. So we are not underestimating
them," Batch said.

"We need to take care of our own per-

formance. They will be very competitive
and difficult opponent for us."

Ireland, on the other hand, has noth-
ing to lose and will come out without any
pressure in search of an unlikely upset win.

Ireland does not boast of a rich hock-
ey history as Australia. Prior to the cur-
rent edition, Ireland qualified for the
World Cup only twice — finishing at the
12th place on both occasions in 1978 and
1990.

In other Pool B match on Friday,
England will play China. 
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Unusual as it may sound but
China, for all its sporting

culture, provinces and gargan-
tuan size, had to pick all its 18
hockey World Cup-bound play-
ers from one province, the name
of which sounds similar to that
of its neighbouring country.

Very few people know that
the country's entire 18-member
men's hockey team belongs to
just one province — Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region.
China is made up of 34
provinces.

China's men's hockey team
is making its debut at the World
Cup here and its best result in
the sport till date is a Silver
medal finish at the 2006 Doha
Asian Games.

What has caught the atten-
tion is that all the 18 players rep-

resenting China in the ongoing
World Cup hails from the Inner
Mongolia province.

Hockey is not that popular
in China. It is mostly common
among the Daur people, who

have been playing a traditional
sport called 'Beikou', a game sim-
ilar to field hockey, for about
1,000 years.

The modern game started
in China in the mid 1970s.

"Yes, all players from the
team are from Inner Mongolia.
They all are from just one club
and one province," China's
South Korean coach Sang Ryul
Kim said.

Kim, who guided his own

country South Korea to a Silver
medal in the 2000 Sydney
Olympics and mentored China
to beat India and Pakistan before
claiming the Doha Asiad Silver,
has got a wealth of experience as
a coach.

China will make its World
Cup debut against England in a
Pool B match on Friday and the
coach said his players have the
capability to cause an upset or
two in the tournament if they
turn out on the turf without any
fear. "They have the fitness.
They have the mental strength.
The only problem with our
players is that they have very less
experience of playing against
strong teams. That's the only
weakness," Kim said.

"If they (Chinese players)
are worried and doubtful on the
pitch, they can't do anything. If
they are confident, they can do
something," he added.

����� )*>)��0�1�2

India is a closed chapter
now for Roelant Oltmans

but the legendary Dutch
coach said more than hurt he
was surprised by the way he
was unceremoniously shown
the door by Hockey India,
especially after investing his
time in the country for near-
ly five years.

Oltmans came to India as
High Performance Director in
2013 and played an instru-
mental role in reviving Indian
hockey before taking up the
position of men's team's chief
coach.

Oltmans' association with
Indian hockey for nearly five
years came to an end in
September last year after he
was sacked by the national
federation for lack of results.

"I was not hurt (about the
sudden sacking). That is part
of our coaching job but I
must admit I was surprised,"
the 64-year-old master tacti-
cian said.

"There are certain
moments people take deci-
sions and you need to accept
the decisions the way they
are," said Oltmans, who is now
the head coach of Malaysian
team participating in the
World Cup.

During his time as a High
Performance Director in
India, Oltmans strengthened
the grassroot level besides
working with all the national
teams, be it junior or senior,
men or women.

He also worked with the
domestic coaches, including
current India chief coach
Harendra Singh, and played a
key role in restructuring the
game in the country.

Some former players have
even said that Indian hockey
is currently reaping rewards
for Oltmans' labour.

"I worked here (in India)
for 5 years with a lot of plea-
sure. I enjoyed my stay here.
India has a rich hockey his-
tory and I am satisfied that I
could contribute something to
Indian hockey's rebirth,"

Oltmans said.
"I am happy to see that

Indian hockey in this period
has grown. This is a new
team with new group of peo-
ple. I have worked with a lot
of these players. I hope the
best for India apart from one
game (against his own team
Malaysia if they face each
other in knockout stages)."

Asked about India's podi-
um chances at the World Cup,
Oltmans said: "I said it before
that the winner of the World
Cup will come from the top
six teams of the world at the
moment."

India are currently ranked
fifth in the world.

After the India sojourn,
Oltmans was with Pakistan
team on a two-year contract
but resigned barely four
months into the job.

After the Asian Games,
Oltmans took over as
Malaysia coach for a two-
year tenure with an aim to
help the side qualify for 2020
Tokyo Olympics.

Malaysia missed a golden
chance to seal their Olympic
berth after losing to Japan in
the final at the Asian Games
earlier this year but the
Dutchman said that episode,
which he was not part of, is
history now.

"Of course, it was a big
disappointment but that is
history now. We can't change
history but we can change the
future and that is what we will
try here. The boys have talked
about what went wrong there,
but many things were right or
else we won't be there in the
final of the Asian Games," he
said.

Malaysia are placed in
what can be termed as pool of
death at the ongoing World
Cup alongside three former
champion sides — Pakistan,
Germany and Netherlands —
in Pool D.

"We have set very simple
targets. First is to survive in
this pool of death. That's the
challenge and we take it as a
challenge. How we survive, it
doesn't matter. Then, we will
reset our goals for the next
phase," Oltmans said.

He also feels that his
knowledge about India and
familiar weather conditions
will help Malaysia in the
World Cup.

"All the 16 teams are well
prepared. Of course, it helps
us that we are coming from
Asia. We did not have to trav-
el too much. We are used to
weather conditions in this
time of the year. But these are
minor advantages because
every team has prepared
themselves to make sure they
are the best and this is what
World Cup is about," Oltmans
signed off. 
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The spotlight trained on
them, Vinesh Phogat gets an

opportunity to test her fitness
while a struggling Sakshi Malik
will look to re-invent herself in
the absence of the male stars at
the Tata Motors Wrestling
Nationals, beginning from
Friday.

Vinesh was forced to skip
the World Championship in
Budapest due to a last-minute
elbow injury. She was in impe-
rious form following the historic
Gold-winning effort at the
Jakarta-Palembang Asian
Games.

Vinesh is one of the most
formidable athletes and if she is
fit, it is highly unlikely she
could be troubled by any of her
compatriots. She will compete in
the 57kg instead of the 50kg cat-
egory in which she won three
Gold medals this season.

"For Nationals I won't
reduce weight. The competition
here won't be very strong and I
have several important tourna-

ments coming up in the next few
months, so I have to be consis-
tent in maintaining (weight)
for those event," Vinesh said
when asked about the change in
her weight category.

The 24-year-old said it is
important to compete at
Nationals because she lost a lot
of time after the Asian Games
due to the injury.

"Now I have a chance to

restart with the Nationals. I
won't say it is warm-up for me
but it is good if I get into some
competitions before bigger tour-
naments ahead. It helps on get-
ting that mindset," she said.

She remains favourite for
the Gold but Vinesh says she
can't name any strong opponent.

"I know lot of wrestlers
from the senior camp but there
will be lot of juniors competing

for the first time. I don't know
many of them, so I have to see
how it goes," she said, adding
that her hunger for success only
got stronger after injuries halt-
ed her progress.

In complete contrast,
Sakshi's career graph has taken
a nosedive after her historic
Bronze medal at the Rio
Olympic Games. She could win
only a Bronze at the Gold Coast
CWG in a not-so-strong field
while returning empty-handed
from the Asian Games before
suffering a humiliating exit from
the World Championship.

The 62kg will be a battle
between Sakshi and the cele-
brated Geeta Phogat, who has
lost a bit of her sting of late.

Ritu Malik, who had lost the
Bronze play-off at Budapest,
will compete in the 65kg while
Navjot Kaur will compete in
68kg.

Like Sakshi, two time
Olympic medallist Sushil Kumar
is also struggling and has decid-
ed to skip the event along with
Bajrang Punia, who is injured.
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Bangladesh will be looking for a rare Test
series win when they take on West

Indies in the second and final Test at the
Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Dhaka
on Friday.

The home side lead the two-match
series 1-0 thanks to their 64-run win the
first Test in Chittagong when their spinners
accounted for all 20 West Indies wickets.

A win in Dhaka will give Bangladesh
only their fourth Test series win in histo-
ry and first since 2014 when they tri-
umphed over Zimbabwe 3-0 at home.

Bangladesh came close to winning
series twice in the past two years, respec-
tively against Australia and Sri Lanka but
on both occasions they stumbled at the final
hurdle. Skipper Shakib Al Hasan said his

team has the ability to overcome the
odds.

"We have a challenge and we believe we
can overcome this," Shakib said at the pre-
match press conference on Thursday.

"Naturally, West Indies will also go into
the match more excited. They will give their
best to win. We have to perform better than
them, more than what we did in

Chittagong," he said.
"It will be very special for us if we can

win the series 2-0...Whatever it requires we
are preparing to do that," he said.

"If it is not possible to win, our target
will be taking series 1-0, because the ulti-
mate target is winning the series." Shakib
promised positive cricket.

"But we don't want to win series by
playing defensive cricket. We will go into
the match with a positive frame of mind,"
he said.

Bangladesh's chances, however, got a
blow when wicketkeeper-batsman
Mushfiqur Rahim hurt his finger during
a training session on Wednesday.

West Indies will also play three one-day
internationals and three Twenty20 inter-
nationals against Bangladesh during their
month-long tour. 
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Paris Saint-Germain took a
big step towards qualifying
for the Champions League

knockout stages after Neymar helped
sink Liverpool in a blistering 2-1 win
at the Parc des Princes.

The Brazilian struck in the 37th
minute after Juan Bernat's early opener to

put qualification for the last 16 in the French
champions' hands and leave Jurgen Klopp's
team needing to beat Napoli 1-0 or by two
clear goals in two week's time to guarantee a
place in the knockout stage.

Thomas Tuchel's PSG have massive
European ambitions but have flattered to

deceive on the continent since being
taken over by Qatari investors, and after
defeats at Anfield and draws with
Group C leaders Napoli, Wednesday's

win gives them a great chance of qual-
ifying from an extremely tight group.

They are in second place but
still need a win at Red Star Belgrade
— who they beat 6-1 in Paris in
October — to ensure a knockout
berth as they go into the final
round of fixtures just two
points ahead of Liverpool.

"It was our last chance to
show that we are capable of
competing with a team like
Liverpool, a team with an
incredible mentality," said
PSG coach Thomas Tuchel.

"Everyone was ready to
suffer for each other. That
was necessary against
Liverpool and it was a big

step forward for us."
D e f e a t

left a bad
taste in
K l o p p ' s

mouth, with
the German

coach frustrated by ref-
ereeing that he claimed

made his side look like "butchers" while only

booking Marco Verratti for a high first-half
tackle on Joe Gomez.

"For me it's a red card," he said. "I look like
a bad loser, but I don't care. I had a very good
view of it and for sure it was not the same
colour as the 500 other yellow cards."

Napoli meanwhile is just a point ahead of
PSG but three ahead of Liverpool after breez-
ing past Red Star Belgrade 3-1 thanks to Marek
Hamsik's first goal of the season and
a Dries Mertens double.

Carlo Ancelotti's side know that
having beaten the Premier League
outfit 1-0 in October a goal at
Anfield next month would make
their task much easier.

If they score the Reds would
need to do so three times without
reply to qualify ahead of the Italians with a
superior head-to-head record.

A draw would also see them go through.
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Harry Kane said Tottenham Hotspur will

go "all guns blazing" at Barcelona in two weeks
time after Christian Eriksen brought his side
back from the dead with the late winner in a
pulsating clash with Inter Milan at Wembley.

Mauricio Pocchetino's side go level on
seven points with Inter but move above them
into second in Group B thanks to their head-
to-head away goals and now need to match
Inter's result in the final week to qualify.

They will travel to the Camp Nou on
December 11 to take on Barcelona, who
showed no signs of slowing down in a 2-1 win
at PSV Eindhoven which guaranteed top spot.

"We played out from the back, through the
lines, and we could have got a couple in the
first half. The clean sheet was massive and
thankfully we got the goal," said Kane to BT
Sport.

"We will go all guns blazing now. It will
be tough, but it is all to play for."

Atletico Madrid cruised into the next
round with a simple 2-0 win over a Monaco
team packed with youngsters and short on
experience.

Koke set the ball rolling against Thierry
Henry's rock-bottom Monaco after just 90 sec-

onds, before Antoine Griezmann ended the
match as a contest after just 24 minutes.

Porto and Schalke qualified before their
Group D match kicked off thanks to
Galatasaray falling 2-0 at Lokomotiv Moscow.

Goals from Eder Militao and Jesus
Corona put the Portuguese champions two up
early in the second half before Nabil Bentaleb's
89th-minute penalty have the German's hope

of a late point.
However Moussa Marega slot-

ted home the third to seal first place
for Sergio Conceicao's team.

Borussia Dortmund also qual-
ified following their goalless draw
with Club Brugge. 
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Paris Saint-Germain had been waiting for

such a performance from Neymar, and the
Brazilian more than delivered in victory over
Liverpool.

The world's most expensive player scored
what proved to be the winning goal as PSG
beat last season's runners-up 2-1 to step back
from the brink of an unthinkable group-stage
exit.

His 14th goal of the season came at the
end of a move he had initiated with his blind-
ing pace. Neymar celebrated by performing
a dance by the corner flag with Kylian
Mbappe and posing for the cameras.

But Neymar's evening was about so
much more than that. Shortly after Juan
Bernat's opening goal, Neymar rushed across
to the touchline in front of the dugout to make
a challenge and then waved his arms in a fren-
zy to whip up the crowd.

He spent much of the second half running
his socks off to help PSG defend their lead,
and he also upset Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp for being supposedly "clever" in win-
ning fouls and buying time.

"For us it was all or nothing. We suffered
quite a bit but we are relieved that we won,
played well and showed the strength of our
squad," Neymar said.

"We need to celebrate that. After the game
we were shouting, jumping around, dancing,
so we are happy."
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