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Facing storm of sexual mis-
conduct allegations against

women journalists in his stint
as editor of a newspaper, Union
Minister of State for External
Affairs MJ Akbar on
Wednesday resigned from the
Council of Ministers saying he
was stepping down to “chal-
lenge false accusations” leveled
against him in his “personal
capacity”.

The resignation came a
day before Akbar’s defamation
suit against journalist Priya
Ramani, who was the first
journalist to accuse him of sex-
ual harassment around 20 years
ago, is scheduled to come up
for hearing in the Patiala House
court here. 

Akbar first tried to dig in
his heels, but with the allega-
tions refusing to die down and
even RSS backing the woman
journalists, the Modi
Government had few options
but to give him marching order
to contain growing adverse
publicity. With the case slated
for hearing on Thursday, Akbar
would have found it difficult to
defend himself in the court in
such a sensitive matter in his
capacity as a Union Minister.

“I deem it appropriate to
step down from office and
challenge false accusations
levied against me, also in a per-
sonal capacity. I have, therefore,
tendered my resignation...,”
Akbar said.

He expressed gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and External Affairs Minister

Sushma Swaraj for giving him
the opportunity to serve the
country. 

Akbar’s lawyer Sandeep
Kapur of law firm Karanjawala
& Co said the private criminal
defamation case will come up
for hearing on Thursday before
additional chief metropolitan

magistrate Samar Vishal.
The lawyer also forwarded

the brief resignation letter of
Akbar who was associated with
several media houses in the
past.

Kapur said since the mat-
ter is subjudice, the law will
take its own course.

“Since we have already
filed the defamation case, we
will pursue it in the court,” he
said.

Akbar on Monday had
filed the criminal defamation
complaint against Ramani
alleging she “willfully” and
“maliciously” made imputa-
tions against him with the
ulterior motive of maligning his
reputation and political stand-
ing. 

As Akbar took the first step
of filing the legal case, 19
women journalists who have
worked with him in the past
came out in support of their
colleague Ramani.

The journalists have urged
the court to hear their testi-
monies against Akbar, claiming
that some of them suffered sex-
ual harassment by the Minister
and others have been a witness
to it.

“Ramani is not alone in her
fight. We would request the
honourable court hearing the
defamation case to also con-
sider the testimonies of sexual
harassment of some of us at the
hands of the petitioner, as also
of the other signatories who
bore witness to this harass-
ment,” the journalists said in
the joint statement under-
signed by them.

“What Akbar has demon-
strated through his legal actions
is his refusal to introspect,
acknowledge or atone for his
actions that have caused
immense pain and indeed
harm to many women over the
years.

“He himself, in the mean-

while, continues to enjoy enor-
mous power and privilege as
Minister and Member of
Parliament,” the statement said.

“When Ramani spoke out
against him in public, she
spoke not only about her per-
sonal experience, but also lift-
ed the lid on the culture of
‘casual misogyny, entitlement
and sexual predation’ that
Akbar engendered and
presided over at newspaper,” it
said.

The Akbar versus women
journalists legal battle is set for
a long haul as the cases are
spread over to two decades.
Ramani on Monday asserted
that she was ready to fight the
defamation complaint filed
against her, and expressed dis-
appointment over the
Minister’s statement, saying it
paid no heed to the “trauma
and fear of the survivors”.

“I am ready to fight the
allegations of defamation laid
against me as truth and the
absolute truth is my only
defence,” she had said. 

The Congress termed as
“victory of truth” the resigna-
tion of Union Minister MJ
Akbar following charges of
sexual harassment against him. 

Congress spokesperson
Priyanka Chaturvedi said she
saluted those women who
stood on their charges against
the Minister bravely despite the
“brazen” stance taken by the
Government.

“This resignation is a vin-
dication of the power of truth.
More strength to India’s
women,” she said.
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Amid massive protest and
violent clashes, no woman

from the “banned” age group
could enter the hallowed
precincts of Sabarimala temple
when its gate opened on
Wednesday evening for the
first time since the Supreme
Court allowed women of men-
strual age to enter the shrine.

“No girl or woman in the
age group of 10 and 50 has so
far visited Sannidhanam (the
temple complex) so far,” said a

senior official of the Travancore
Devaswom Board, the body
which manages the shrine.

Vastly outnumbered, police
officials could do little to
enforce law and order situation
as protesters turned violent
and roughed up journalists
and pelted stones at the cops.
Women journalists were heck-
led and their vehicles smashed.
Young female Ayyappa devo-
tees turned back as hordes of
protesters besieged the road
leading to the hill-top temple,
abode to Lord Ayyappa, its
eternally celibate deity, officials
said.

The protesters enjoy polit-
ical backing as both the
Congress, the main Opposition
party in Kerala, and the BJP,
which is desperately seeking to
expand its footprint in the
State, have lent support to the
agitation against the Supreme
Court verdict.

Through the day, the road
leading from Nilackal, the gate-
way to the shrine, to Pamba in
the foothills from where the
devotees start the arduous treck
to Sabarimala,  protesters and
policemen fought pitched bat-
tles. Several protesters were
seen being bundled into police
vehicles, while siren blaring
ambulances carried some to
hospitals.

The protesters also raised
slogans against the Left Front’s
Kerla Government  incensed as
they were with its decision not
to file a review plea against the
Supreme Court’s September

28 landmark order.
Simmering tension pre-

vailing in Nilackal since morn-
ing erupted into raucous row-
dyism as scores of activists of
fringe groups heckled women
journalists of at least four
national TV channels and van-
dalised their vehicles.

National TV showed pro-
testers wearing black and saf-
fron turbans running after
their cars, violently pounding
and kicking the vehicles in a bid
to stop them from proceeding
to Pamba from Nilackal on way
to Sabarimala.

At least 10 people from the
media, including reporters and
photojournalists, were injured
and equipment of several of
them damaged, senior Minister
EP Jayarajan said.

Denouncing the attacks on
media, he said cases were being
registered against the suspects
under sections relating to non-
bailable offences.

News agency PTI reported
that unfazed by the unfolding
violence, Madhavi, a gutsy
woman from Andhra  Pradesh
in her 40s, tried to climb the
Sabarimala hills to reach the
Lord Ayyappa temple but was
forced to return to Pamba,
menaced by agitated male
devotees. 

Liby, a woman from
Kerala’s Alappuzha, also in the
“banned” age group, was pre-
vented from proceeding to
Sabarimala at Pathanamthitta
bus terminal. She was escorted
to safety by police.
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Four Army officials were
booked for allegedly sexu-

ally assaulting a 34-year-old
speech-and-hearing impaired
woman employee of a military
hospital in Pune in 2015.
Besides police investigation,
the Army has instituted a Court
of Inquiry (CoI) to ascertain
the facts. The four accused
worked in the same hospital
where the woman was posted.

The alleged incident took
place between January and
June 2015 at the Military
Hospital Kirkee in Pune’s
Khadki suburb. The woman
was working there since 2014.
According to the woman’s com-
plaint, she was on night duty (at
the hospital) when she was
allegedly sexually assaulted by
one of the accused, who at the
time was posted at the hospi-
tal.

When the victim told
another personnel about the
incident, he reportedly initial-
ly told her that he would rep-
rimand the “accused.” “But, he

too sought sexual favours from
her by threatening her to make
the message viral, and alleged-
ly raped her. After some days,
two more personnel
approached the woman and
allegedly took advantage of
her,” the police said, according
to PTI.

The woman, a class IV
employee at the hospital, had
approached an NGO in Indore
earlier this year. The NGO
subsequently approached the
Indore police. On Tuesday
night, the Indore police
informed their Pune counter-
part about the matter, who have
registered a case against the
four Army officials under IPC
Sections 376 (rape) and 354
(molestation), he said.

Army Southern Command
officials said they were con-
ducting investigation into the
matter, adding that the court of
enquiry was initiated well
before the police complaint
was registered.
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Ahead of Assembly elec-
tions in Rajasthan, the

Congress received a shot in the
arm when Manvendra Singh,
son of former BJP stalwart
and Union Minister Jaswant
Singh, joined the Congress on
Wednesday. 

Congress president Rahul
Gandhi welcomed Manvendra
into the party fold at his New
Delhi residence on Wednesday
morning. 

BJP’s Katol MLA in
Maharashtra Ashish
Deshmukh also joined the
Congress on Wednesday. He is
the son of Ranjeet Deshmukh,
a former president of the
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress
Committee and Maharashtra
Minister.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Wednesday

increased the ex gratia for the
families of those who died in
the Very Severe Cyclonic Storm
‘Titli’ from Rs 4 lakh to Rs 10
lakh each.

Patnaik also directed offi-
cials to provide pucca houses to
all those who have lost their
homes in the cyclone under the

Biju Pucca Ghar Yojana.
The announcement came

during the Chief Minister’s
visit to cyclone-hit Ganjam
and Gajapati districts. While
visiting Barghara village under
Rayagada block of Gajapati
district, where a landslide
claimed lives of more than 15
persons, Patnaik announced
that all the 76 families residing
on the hill would be identified
and rehabilitated at areas near

it. The families would be pro-
vided with pucca houses under
the Biju Pucca Ghar Yojana on
a land of four decimals. Relief
work in the locality would
continue till their rehabilitation,
official sources said.

Patnaik also distributed
‘patta’ to the beneficiaries and
said that the State Government
would take care of the children,
who lost their parents in the
mishap. Notably, the incident

occurred in Barghara village
when the cave, in which the

victims had taken shelter, col-
lapsed following incessant rains

triggered by cyclone ‘Titli’ on
October 11.
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As many as 52 persons have
died and 10 others are still

missing due to landslides and
drowning in floodwaters trig-
gered by the Cyclonic ‘Titli’ that
hit the Odisha coast on October
11.

This was revealed at a
review meeting held under
chairmanship of Chief Secretary
Aditya Prasad Padhi at the State
Secretariat on Wednesday. The
Chief Secretary reviewed
progress of relief operation and
restoration works. As many as
39 persons died in Gajapati dis-
trict, 12 in Ganjam and one in
Kandhamal. The Chief
Secretary said the overall dam-
age has been estimated at Rs

2,200 crore in three districts,
Ganjam, Gajapati and
Rayagada. Road damages have
been estimated at Rs 500 crore,
electricity infrastructure dam-
ages at Rs 133 crore, house
damages at Rs 150 crore and
crop damage at Rs 233 crore.

A final report regarding
the damages would be pre-
pared within three to four days
and assistance would be sought
from the Centre accordingly,
Padhi said. It was revealed that
95 per cent of damaged roads
have been repaired. 

All embankment breaches
and all 172 canal breaches have
been repaired.

Similarly, 6,97,000 of the
9,34, 493 affected consumers
have been provided electricity

connectivity.
A total of 52 mobile health

units and 49 medical relief
camps are working in the affect-
ed districts.

As many as 153 veterinary
doctors and 544 health assis-
tants have been sent to the
affected districts where a total
of 599 animal health camps are
working.  

Agriculture Production
Commissioner Gagan Kumar
Dhal, Home ACS Asit Kumar
Tripathy, SRC Bishnupada Sethi,
Water Resources Secretary PK
Jena, Health, Family Welfare
Secretary Pramod Kumar
Meherda and Animal Resources
Development Secretary Vishal
Gagan were present at the meet-
ing.
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Sometimes, it is evident that
most media people write

irresponsibly. There is big news
now in print and electronic
media that former journalist
and present Union Minister MJ
Akbar has employed a whop-
ping 97 lawyers to fight against
an accuser woman active on
the ‘MeToo' whirlwind which
has turned out to be much
more fierce than the Cyclone
‘Titli’ which blew over parts of
Odisha just a week ago. The
fact is Akbar has employed only
two of the 97 lawyers at work
in the law firm engaged to fight
for him.

The MeToo' campaign is a
recently-witnessed phenome-
non in India although it had
started in 2006  by one Tarana
Burke, a social activist and
community organiser in the
United States. 

She had begun using the
phrase "MeToo" on the popu-

lar 'Myspace' social network to
promote "empowerment
through empathy" among
women who have experienced
sexual abuse, particularly with-
in underprivileged communi-
ties especially after a 13-year-
old girl confided to her that she
had been sexually assaulted.
She made a documentary film
titled ‘MeToo' then and the
expression became madly pop-
ular.

Later in October 2017,
Alyssa Milano, an American
actress, liberal activist and for-
mer singer encouraged using
the phrase as a hashtag to help
reveal the extent of problems
with sexual harassment and
assault by showing how many
people have experienced these
events themselves. 

On October 15, 2017,
shortly after The New York
Times and the New Yorker
published their initial investi-
gations into the allegations of
monstrous behaviour by
Harvey Weinstein, the actor
Alyssa Milano sent out a Tweet:
“If you’ve been sexually
harassed or assaulted, write
‘me too’ as a reply to this
tweet.” That very suggestion
sparked 67,000 replies and
expanded the movement
instantly.

And the expansion, in turn,
subjected #MeToo to the famil-
iar physics of American polit-

ical entropy. 
The movement Burke had

created about the survivors of
sexual violence soon stretched
far beyond sexual harassment
and assault in purview: com-
plicities, and celebrities, and
pay disparities, and power
structures, and whisper net-
works, and affirmative consent,
and the myriad ways American
culture has dreamed up to tell
the marginalised that their
rightful place remains in the
margins. Soon, millions of peo-
ple started using the phrase
across the globe and the pur-
pose changed and expanded to
mean different things to dif-
ferent people today. Tarana,
however, is keen to return to
the original, and specific, pur-
pose of ‘serving as a counter to
sexual violence'.

Tarana Burke says emphat-
ically that the seismic power of
women is immeasurable. A
2017 poll by the ABC News
and The Washington Post also
found that 54% of American
women report receiving
"unwanted and inappropriate"
sexual advances with 95% say-
ing that such behaviour usual-
ly goes unpunished. Others
state that #MeToo underscores
the need for men to intervene
when they witness demeaning
behaviour. 

Burke says sexual violence
is usually caused by someone

the woman knows; so, people
should be educated from a
young age they have the right
to say ‘no' to sexual contact
from any person, even after
repeat solicitations from an
authority or spouse and to
report predatory behavior
immediately.

Burke says the current

purpose of the movement is to
give people the resources to
have access to healing and
advocates for changes to laws
and policies, highlighting goals
such as processing all untested
rape kits, re-examining local
school policies, improving the
vetting of teachers, and updat-
ing sexual harassment policies.
She has called for all child right
education professionals to be
fingerprinted and subjected to
a background check before
being cleared to start work. 

Burke supports the
#MeToo Bill in the US
Congress which would remove
the requirement that staffers of
the federal government go
through months of "cooling
off " before being allowed to file
a complaint against a
Congressperson. 

A more aggressive Milano
states a priority for #MeToo is
changing the laws surrounding

sexual harassment and assault,
for example, instituting proto-
cols that give sufferers in all
industries the ability to file
complaints without retaliation.
She supports legislation mak-
ing it difficult for publicly trad-
ed companies to hide cover-up
money from their stockholders
and would like to make it ille-

gal for employers to require
new workers sign non-disclo-
sure agreements as a condition
of employment.

‘MeToo' has triggered
some policy-based changes too
in the domains of managerial
oversight; creating clear inter-
nal reporting mechanisms;
more effective and proactive
disciplinary measures; and cre-
ating a culture that encourages
employees to be open about
serious problems.

In France, a person who
makes a sexual harassment
complaint at work is repri-
manded or fired 40% of the
time while the accused person
is typically not investigated or
punished. In the US, a 2016
report from the Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission states that
although 25–85% of women
say they experience sexual
harassment at work, few ever

report the incidents, most com-
monly due to fear of reprisal.
There is evidence that in Japan,
as few as 4% of rape victims
report the crime, and the
charges are dropped about half
the time.

A spreadsheet from the
United Kingdom called "High
Libido MPs" and dubbed "the
spreadsheet of shame" was cre-
ated by a group of male and
female parliamentary
researchers and contained a list
of allegations against nearly 40
Conservative MPs. 

It is also rumoured that
party whips maintain a "black
book" that contains allegations
against several lawmakers that
can be used for blackmail.
When it is claimed a well-
known person's sexual mis-
conduct was an "open secret",
these lists are often the source.
In the wake of #MeToo, sever-
al private whisper network lists
have been leaked to the public.

In India, a student gave her
friends a list containing names
of professors and academics in
the Indian university system to
be avoided. 

The list went viral after it
was posted on social media. In
response to criticism in the
media, the authors defended
themselves saying they were
only trying to warn their
friends, had confirmed every
case, and several victims from

the list were poor students
who had already been pun-
ished or ignored when trying to
come forward.

The main problem with
trying to protect more poten-
tial victims by publishing whis-
per networks is determining
the best mechanism to verify
allegations in a way that is fair
to all parties. 

Some suggestions have
included strengthening labour
unions in vulnerable industries
so workers can report harass-
ment directly to the union
instead of to an employer.
Another suggestion is to main-
tain industry hotlines which
have the power to trigger third-
party investigations.

Interestingly, it has been
noted that 1 in 6 men have
experienced sexual abuse of
some sort during their lives and
often feel unable to talk about
it. Tarana Burke and others
have asked men to call out bad
behaviour when they see it or
just spend time quietly listen-
ing. 

Some men have expressed
the desire to keep a greater dis-
tance from women since
#MeToo went viral because
they do not fully understand
what actions might be consid-
ered inappropriate. 

For the first few months
after #MeToo started trending,
many men expressed difficul-

ty in participating in the con-
versation due to fear of nega-
tive consequences.

So, it seems in India peo-
ple including those in media
are more interested in sensation
than the primary objectives of
the movement started by Burke
in 2006. 

They find it easy to become
prominent by pulling in
celebrities and dignitaries the
moment their names crop up
on the wrong foot. 

Akbar, celebrated artist
Jatin Das or a big number of
male cine stars may have erred
in conduct, but the girls young
or not so young are only engag-
ing in shameful acts of sham-
ing males only to provoke peo-
ple to lose trust in the male
species, believably to gain pub-
licity apart from settling old
scores. 

Yes, it’s true they have
gained courage to speak up
when a safe mechanism came
in handy, but some of the self-
proclaimed preys might find it
extremely difficult to bring the
predators to book for lack of
acceptable evidence.

All the same, the ‘Metoo’
campaign is certain to make the
‘womankind' a lot safer amid
predators masquerading as
saints, from hence.

(The writer is a core mem-
ber of Transparency
International, Odisha)
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Breaking her silence over
the sexual harassment alle-

gation against her father noted
painter Jatin Das, actor and
director Nandita Das has said
she will continue to support the
#MeToo movement.

In a Facebook post, Das
said, “As a strong supporter of
the #MeToo movement, I want
to reiterate that I will continue
to add my voice to it despite the
disturbing allegations made
against my father, which he has
categorically denied.”

She further said, “I have

maintained from the very start
that this is the time we all need
to listen so that women (and
men) feel safe to speak up. At
the same time, it is also impor-
tant to be sure about allegations

so as not to dilute the move-
ment.”

“I am touched by the num-
ber of people, friends and
strangers, who are concerned
and are trusting my integrity. I
do believe truth will prevail.
And that is all I have to say on
this matter,” she stated in the
post.

Notably, on Tuesday,
Assam conservationist Nisha
Bora accused the Padma
Bhushan recipient Jatin Das of
sexually harassing her 14 years
ago. However, the painter refut-
ed the allegation terming it as
“ridiculous and vulgar”.
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Even as the Central
Committee of the

Communist Party of India
(Marxist) has cleared its stand
of no alliance with the
Congress at the Centre to fight
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections,
the party’s Odisha unit is
mulling to join hands with the
Congress or any other nation-
al party against the BJD and the
BJP in the State.

The party would give its
candidates in 12 Assembly
seats. However, a final decision
would be taken after discussion

with the Congress and the
CPI, said senior CPI(M) leader
Janardan Pati.

He said the ruling BJD has
failed to address the core issues
like unemployment and farm-
ers’ problems. According to
reports, the party will contest
in one Lok Sabha seat in
Odisha, i.e., Bhubaneswar.

The CPI(M) has decided to
extend its support to the
Congress to help the latter win
more seats in the State, said Pati
following a two-day meeting of
his party on October 14 and 15
here attended by CPI(M) gen-
eral secretary Sitaram Yechury.
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Delhi-based journalist
Abhijit Iyer Mitra, who

was arrested after making
derogatory remarks against the
Konark Sun Temple and Odia
culture, has apologised for his
act and said that as being sum-
moned he would appear before
the State House Committee on
October 23.

Speaking to a news agency,
Mitra said, “I have realised that
it’s probably best that when on
a public platform, you keep
quiet and be more reflective
and mature about what you say.
I’ll be standing in front of

Odisha Assembly on October
23.”

He also “unreservedly”
apologised for his “nasty” com-
ments against Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, the CM’s office
and members of the Odisha
Assembly saying that he was
under “immense stress” at that
time.

“I’ve always held Odisha in
high regard. One of the reasons
I visited was to look at (the
State’s) history and contribu-
tions to Indian culture. If you
read my research writing, a lot
of it is always praising Odisha.
My Twitter account is more for
fun, not professional,” Mitra
added. The Assembly Speaker
had on September 28 consti-
tuted a House Committee to
probe the derogatory remarks
by Mitra against Odisha, its cul-
ture and the MLAs.

The committee headed by
Leader of Opposition
Narasingha Mishra had issued
notice to Mitra to appear before
the panel on October 11 for
breach of privilege of the
MLAs. He failed to appear, fol-
lowing which another notice
was sent to him for appearance
before the committee on
October 23.

Two FIRs have been regis-
tered against Mitra at the
Konark and Saheed Nagar
police stations under different
Sections of the IPC. He was
arrested on September 20 by
the Odisha police in Delhi.
Later, he was granted bail till
October 5 by a Delhi court,
which directed him to cooper-
ate in the probe. 

The Supreme Court on
October 4 had, however,
refused to grant him bail.
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Trouble seems to be increas-
ing for former Phulbani

MLA Debendra Kanhar, who
was recently arrested for
allegedly molesting a tribal
girl, as his wife has accused him
of torturing her over dowry
demand.

As per a complaint lodged
by Debendra’s wife
Rashmiprabha with the
Phulbani town police on
Tuesday evening, the former
lawmaker was torturing her
physically and mentally with a
demand of getting a Sports
Utility Vehicle (SUV) from her
father after their marriage.

The family members of
Debendra were supporting him
in such acts, she alleged. The
woman further said that
though she was staying sepa-
rately, her husband used to visit
her residence and manhandle
her.

She also alleged that
Debendra has married anoth-

er woman without divorcing
her. Acting on the complaint,
police have registered a case
under Sections 498 (a), 494,
323, 506 and 34 of IPC.

Notably, Debendra was
arrested on October 8 from
Ichapur in Andhra Pradesh
for allegedly molesting a trib-
al girl and assaulting her moth-
er in Goudapada village under
the Sadar PS.
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In an exemplary show of
humanity, Labour Minister

Sushant Singh lent his shoulder
to carry the dead body of an
elderly Dalit woman at
Sahutikira village under Sohela
block in Bargarh district on
Tuesday night.

After the septuagenarian
destitute woman, identified as
Mati Bhue, of Sahutikira village
died, locals did not come for-
ward to conduct her last rites.
The villagers were even reluc-
tant to touch the woman even
after hours of her death.

After getting information,
the Minister reached the spot
and carried the body on a cot
to a cremation ground with the
help of his supporters and a few
volunteers. He also conducted

the last rites of the woman with
dignity.Meanwhile, apprecia-
tion has poured in from all
quarters for the initiative of the
Minister.Earlier in August,
BJD’s Rengali MLA Ramesh

Patua had shouldered the body
of an elderly beggar woman to
a cremation ground at
Amnapali under Kolabira block
in Jharsuguda district and con-
ducted the funeral.
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Durga Puja has gripped
Odisha with over 2,600

attractive pandals erected at
different locations.

While the sky is being
reverberated with ‘chandi
paath’ during day time, the
night is dazzled with colourful
lights and huge crowd visiting
the pandals to have darshan of
Maa Durga and enjoy the fes-
tival with friends and family
members.

The Mahasaptami Puja of
Goddess Durga was conduct-
ed at pandals with spiritual fer-
vour on Tuesday and the
Mahastami rituals started on
Wednesday. The devotees are

found rushing to the pandals to
seek blessings of the deity dur-
ing ‘Sandhi Puja’ (transition
period between eighth and
ninth day of Durga Puja),
which is the most significant
period for the devotees, who
have been on fasting.

This year, the puja pandals
are decorated with unique
themes in Bhubaneswar and
Cuttack twin city. 

While budget for decora-
tion and festival at major puja
mandaps has been estimated
between Rs 30 lakh and Rs 35
lakh each in the State capital,
the puja is being held at small
pandals at expenses of Rs 5
lakh.

Total Rs 50 crore has been
spent in 326 puja mandaps in
Cuttack and Bhubaneswar.
Remaining 2,300 puja mandap
committees have spent Rs 115

crore each.
If the budget of all the puja

mandaps will be taken into

account, it is believed to have
crossed Rs 170 crore this year.

In Bhubaneswar, the Durga

Puja is being held at 176 Puja
Mandaps at expenses of Rs 30
crore. The ‘Chandi Medha’ at
Sahid Nagar is the special
attraction in the city.

Maa Durga is being wor-
shipped at 160 fabulously dec-
orated puja mandaps in silver
city of Cuttack at expenses
between Rs 27 crore and Rs 30
crore. The city remains in the
top with ‘Chandi Medha’.

The puja is being con-
ducted at 104 mandaps in
Rourkela. Baleswar tops the
State in terms of districts
organising the mega festival at
highest numbers of 290 man-
daps, followed by Ganjam with
193 mandaps.

In Kendrapara, the Durga
Puja is being celebrated at 165
mandaps at expenses of Rs 5
crore. Nuapada district is
organising Durga Puja at 90

mandaps and Nayagarh at 81
mandaps.

Similarly, the Goddess
Durga is being worshipped at
93 pandals in Kalahandi, 73
pandals in Puri, 149 pandals in
Jajpur, 61 in Keonjhar, 45 in
Dhenkanal, 55 in Bhadrak, 46
in Angul, 22 in Khordha, 32 in
Sundargarh, 29 in Gajapati, 91
in Balangir, 70 in Jagatsinghpur,
33 in Kandhamal, 54 in
Sambalpur, 91 in Jharsuguda,
102 in Bargarh, 59 in
Subarnapur, 13 in Boudh, 40 in
Nabarangpur, 55 in Koraput, 26
in Rayagada, 100 in
Mayurbhanj and 10 in
Malkangiri districts.

Besides, the nine-day-long
Navaratri festival, which is an
important feature of Durga
Puja is being celebrated at
temples and houses across the
State with much fervour.
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Police on Wednesday res-
cued a young girl, who was

kept captive in a room in the
Konark Market Complex, just
two km from the Sun Temple.

The girl was allegedly gan-
graped by more than 12 per-
sons for around 10 days inside
the room in the market com-
plex. The girl, a resident of
Kolkata, had been brought to
Odisha by a woman on the pre-
text of providing her a job but
later forced her into prostitu-
tion, sources said.

The matter came to light
when the girl was spotted by
locals screaming for help on the
roof of the house. Following
this, the locals immediately
informed the police.

Police, along with the help
of fire brigade personnel broke
open the door of the room and
rescued the girl and rushed her
to the Community Health
Centre (CHC) at Gop near
Konark. Later, she was med-
ically examined.

Meanwhile, the house
owner and the woman who
brought the girl to Konark are
absconding. Police are investi-
gating into the incident and
questioning the locals for more
information.
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A special squad of the
Excise Intelligence and the

Enforcement Bureau seized
brown sugar worth Rs 5.5 lakh
from a person at Khandagiri
Square here on Wednesday.

The Excise officials arrest-
ed one Muna Sethi on the
charge of peddling the drug.

According to reports, the
Excise sleuths, acting on a
tipoff, conducted raids and
recovered the brown sugar
weighing about 35 grams from
Sethi.

Further investigations were
on to ascertain whether Sethi
operated alone or whether he
was part of a bigger racket, said

an Excise Department official.
Though the Excise

Department and the police
made the seizure of brown
sugar, it was said to be a tip of
the iceberg.  Drugs continue to
be smuggled by peddlers from
Baleswar and other places. The
Haldipadia slum under the
Laxmisagar police station is a
safe haven for drug smuggling.
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�As per a complaint lodged by Debendra’s wife
Rashmiprabha with the Phulbani town police on Tuesday
evening, the former lawmaker was torturing her physically
and mentally with a demand of getting a Sports Utility
Vehicle (SUV) from her father after their marriage

�The family members of Debendra were supporting him in
such acts, she alleged. The woman further said that though
she was staying separately, her husband used to visit her
residence and manhandle her.

�Notably, Debendra was arrested on October 8 from Ichapur
in Andhra Pradesh for allegedly molesting a tribal girl and
assaulting her mother in Goudapada village under the Sadar
PS.
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The Indian power sector is
facing a lot of challenges

and hurdles. Investment is a
key issue so far as development
of new plants and upgradation
of existing power stations is
concerned. In an interview,
former Director of State PSU
Miraj Mishra talks to The
Pioneer. Excerpts:

What is the present power
scenario in Odisha, good or
bad?

MK: (Laughs) It is neither
good nor bad, rather I will tell
it’s progressing in a positive way
in a slow manner and the
speed needs to be carried up by
some expert planning and
workouts.

Odisha is first in energy
reforms. Are you satisfied
with the condition and out-

come?
MK: Yes, Odisha is a pio-

neer in power sector reforms,
but I am not totally satisfied
with the outcome. We are not
heading towards the mission of
reforms. About the condition,
in generation sector, it is well-
off , but in transmission and
distribution sector, it is alarm-
ing due to lack of proper vision,
planning and financial prob-
lems. Attention needs to given
to Discom’s in particular.

Till now, we have not
made any major power pro-

jects and most of the villages
are not electrified also?

MK: Yes, you are right, we
were trying for Sindhol project,
but it was a failure. May be, due
to lack of proper planning and
political interest. It is practically
difficult in Odisha in particu-
lar to make a major power pro-
ject, due to problems in reha-
bilitation and finance. It is
now call of the day to have
alternative energy from solar,
wind and biomass etc. It will
take little long time to have all
the villages electrified and the
Government needs to boost up
taking help of REC, NHPC and
other public sector organiza-
tions.

What is the scope of alter-
native energy in Odisha?

MK:  Compared to other
States like Gujarat, we are too
late in harvesting alternative
energy, may be from SHP, solar

etc. The condition is still not
encouraging, because we have
many SHP in Odisha and those
are not functioning well and we
have harvested only 20 to 30
per cent of SHP and not yet
harvested around 20 per cent of
solar power, leave aside wind
and biomass. Only making
new organisations or corpora-
tions will not yield energy,
rather proper planning and
research works are necessary.

What is your suggestion
then?

MK: The Government
should form a research cell,
taking some power sector
experts which will only con-
centrate on harvesting green
energy in line with AHEC,
Roorkee.

We are facing power cut
and power shortage in
Odisha; how to improve the

conditions?
MK: As the environment is

changing, affecting condition of
reservoir and the power sta-
tions are old enough. We need
to improve our generations by
retreating the reservoir and
renovating all the old power
stations. It is high time to har-
vest from solar and wind in a
big quantity. Form the T and D
side all the grid substations and
distribution networks are old
enough. Though efforts are
made to make new grid sub-
station, all the assets and equip-
ment in old substation must be
replaced. All 33 KV lines and
11 KV lines should be replaced
by underground cables. A
proper plan must be made for
this.

What do you see about
power sector's future?

MK: There is still a silver
lining (laughs); rather, I will tell
platinum lining in the sky.
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The Shakti Puja and Durga
Puja celebrations are as old

as the State’s cultural heritage.
During autumn, which falls

in the month of Aswina , Durga
Puja is celebrated all over the
State with local variations. On
the occasion, the deity is wor-
shiped in Shakti shrines either
as Ghata or Kalasa or in the
form of earthen statues, called
the ‘Murmayee Pratimas’ in
several parts of the State.

Usually, the celebration
goes about for 10 to16 days in
prominent Shakati Peethas
with strict Hindu rituals and
traditions while it is held in fas-
cinating puja pandals for 4-5
days in urban and rural areas.

Amid these rich traditions,
a cruel ritual that still accom-
panies the celebrations is the

brutal sacrifice of animal,
which has been banned by the
Orissa High Court since the
year 2002. Despite the ban
and a mass awareness drive
against the cruel practice, ani-
mal sacrifices are made at sev-
eral Shakti Peethas. On
Tuesday, therefore the practice
was held. Superstitious people
find it hard to adhere to the ban
on animal sacrifice.

Historic evidences suggest
that Shakti Puja or Durga Puja
celebrations are going on for
more than 100 years. Shakti
Puja gained importance in the
erstwhile State of Kalinga ,
which led to the mushrooming
of a number of other Shakti
shrines throughout the State.

Historical data reveals that
Durga Puja was celebrated
since Ganga dynasty.
Chodaganga Deva held the
puja. However, the puja cele-
brations have immensely devel-
oped in Odisha since 16th

century. The arrival of the
Bengali community during
British rule gave a further
impetus to the celebrations,
informed historian Dr
Bholanath Rout.

Shakti shrines also act as
the socio- cultural centres of
the people in the State. Odisha
has at least eight famous
shrines and each one main-
tained its own independent
identity, besides having all the
incarnations of Devi Durga.

The various forms of
Shakti that are being wor-
shipped in these shrines
include as Bhagabati in
Banapur, Biraja in Jajpur,
Bimala in Puri, Mangala in
Kakatpur, Sarala in Jhankad
near Tirtol, Charchika in
Banki, Sameleswari in
Sambalpur and Hingula in
Brahmapur.

According to historians,
goddess Biraja at Biraja Kshetra
in Jajpur district and Maa

Bimala placed inside the
famous Jagannath temple at
Puri are the oldest deities of
Goddess Durga in Odisha.

Goddess Durga is consid-
ered to be an embodiment of
the supreme divine power.
People believe that Durga saves
her devotees from danger, dis-
tress, difficulty, calamity, sor-
row, obstacles, misfortune and
fear and reincarnates to destroy
the evil.

Mythological stories relat-
ed to the Goddess are depict-
ed in the Vedas and
Upanishads, the Ramayan, the
Mahabharat, the Haribansa,
the Srimad Bhagavat Gita, the
Markandey Purana and the
Chandi Saptasati, etc. These
books speak of Maa Durga’s tri-
umph over demons, vices, evils,
and how she restores peace,
order and Dharma on earth.

Artisans, blacksmiths, car-
penters, and goldsmiths wor-
ship their instruments and

take rest during six days of the
festival. 

On the day of Asvina Sukla
Saptami, the idol is installed on
Maha Ashtami when an animal
or a bird is sacrificed or a
Kushmanda (water gourd) is
offered. On Dashami also
called Bijaya Dashami after
performing puja, the idol is
immersed in river.

One Keshaba Mohapatrqa
from Raghunathpur area in
Jagatsinghpur district moved
court filing a PIL for a complete
restriction of animal sacrifices
at Sirlo Pitha where thousands
of animals are killed during
Durga Puja.

Adjudicating the petition
in the year 2002, the Orissa
High Court had intervened in
the matter and directed to stop
the animal sacrifices in Sirlo
Peetha and several other Shakti
Peethas where inhuman prac-
tice had been running during
Durga Puja.
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Defying restrictions
imposed by the local

administration, devotees
sacrificed a large number
of animals during
Chhatar Jatra of Goddess
Manikeswari here on
Wednesday.

The ceremonial
Chhatar of the goddess was taken out in a procession
to the Jena Khala on the outskirts of the Kalahandi
district headquarters town from the Manikeswari
Temple in the morning after performance of secret
rituals. The return journey of the Chhatar to the tem-
ple is known as Chhatar Jatra.

During the ceremony, thousands of devotees carry
out animal sacrifice every year with a belief of fulfil-
ment of their wishes by the goddess although the
administration has restricted the practice since long
ago.
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The National Human Rights
Commission has asked the

Superintendent of Police, Jajpur to take
appropriate action within eight weeks
against Kaliapani police station IIC Jubaraj
Swain for harassing a minor girl.

The NHRC issued the order consid-
ering a petion filed Human Rights Watch
Secretary Sangita Swain in this regard. In
her petition, Swain alleged that the IIC has
humiliated a minor girl, Rajashree Das of
Koliposi, mentally and physically and a
complaint filed in that regard on May 26,
2018 was yet to be registered. 

Though the FIR was given to the SP
and the DGP, no action has been taken
against the IIC. 

Arguing that the IIC has violated
human rights of the girl by not register-
ing a case Swain had urged the NHRC to
direct the Odisha police to take criminal
action against the IIC and order for pay-
ment of compensation of Rs 5 lakh to the
girl.
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As many as 10 persons,
including four women, lost

their lives after an SUV by
which they were travelling col-
lided head-on with a truck on
NH-35 near Silada in Nuapada
district late on Tuesday night.

The tragedy took place at
around 2 am when a group of
ten artists hailing from
Chhattisgarh were returning
from Komna in Nuapada dis-
trict after performing Bhajan at
the Vaishno Devi temple on the
occasion of Durga Puja.

The ill-fated car and the
speeding truck collided leaving
all the ten persons dead on the
spot. 

The impact of the accident
was so severe that the SUV got
severely mangled. The driver of

the truck fled the spot after the
incident.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Mukesh Agarwal,
Meghnad Nishad, Surjit Singh
Jabda, Dinesh Dandasena,
Chandini Dandasena, Bharti
Dandasena, Meena Pareswar,
Dileswari Netam, Dharmen

Netam and Dhananjaya
Dandasena.

Police and Fire Services
personnel reached the spot
and recovered the bodies from
the damaged vehicle. The bod-
ies were sent to the Nuapada
District Headquarters Hospital
for postmortem.
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Even as people of Balangir
are celebrating Durga Puja

with religious fervour, the
farmers of Belpada, Muribahal,
Bonogomonda and Loisingha
blocks have turned to be a wor-
ried lot as a drought-like situ-
ation has occurred in these
areas and paddy crops have
been damaged.

According to reports, out
of the 14 blocks in the district,
Belpada block received 49 per
cent deficit rainfall, Muribahal
block 41 per cent deficit,
Loisingha block witnessed  44

per cent less rainfall. Cracks
have developed in the most of
the paddy fields in these three
blocks.

“If rains don’t occur with-
in four days, paddy crops in
certain pockts will be lost,” said
Agriculture Deputy Direcor
Sridhar Das.

Das, however, disputed the
reports of deficit rainfall in
Loisingha block saying that
there has been a well-distrib-
uted rainfall in the block.

Asked how much areas
have been affected, Das said “I
have asked officials to prepare
a report.” 
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Tension was triggered in the
Sarangi Forest Range area

of the district on Tuesday night
as locals ransacked the range
office and torched some vehi-
cles after the death of a person
of the locality in an elephant
attack.

One Krushna Pradhan (45)
of Sarangi village died after

being attacked by an elephant.
Irate locals then stormed into
the Sarangi Forest Range office

and damaged many articles.
The mob also set two

motorcycles on fire and van-

dalised an SUV. They later
staged a road blockade by
burning tyres.

Later, Sarangi Forest
Ranger Ashok Bhanja lodged a
complaint with the Gondia
police over the violence by
locals. 

Acting on the complaint,
police have arrested three per-
sons and forwarded them to
court.

Rs 40,000 was provided to
the family of the deceased by
the Forest Department for the
last rites. 

The elephant would be
tranquilised and shifted to a
different place, the Ranger said. 
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While Odisha is going to
host the Hockey World

Cup in the last week of
November this year at the
Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar, Sector 7 Durga
Puja pandal of Rourkela has
come up with a replica of the
stadium. 

The exterior view of the
pandal has been a major attrac-
tion of the locals. The inside part
of the pandal also displays the
replica of the Kalinga Stadium
with statues of India and
Australia players in action of a
hockey match. 

Sources said the committee
members of Sector 7 Durga puja
pandal have left no stone
unturned to create the archi-
tecture displaying the World
Cup trophy, pavilions, logo and
the logo of Odisha tourism.

More importantly, the
movement of live mascot of the
Hockey World Cup, 'Olly', has
been a special attraction for the
spectators. The picture of hock-
ey legends of the country,
including that of Dhyan Chand,
all across the replica of Kalinga
Stadium, has been an added
attraction.

According to the office
bearers of the Sector 7 puja
committee, the replica of inside
of the Kalinga Stadium ground
was formally inaugurated on
Wednesday evening (Maha
Astami day) in presence of

hockey legends of the State like
Padmashree Dilip Tirkey,
Michel Kindo, Ignace Tirkey,
Prabodh Tirkey and Lajrus
Barla, all from Sundargarh dis-
trict, who represented India in
hockey.

"Since we had taken the

theme of World Cup matches at
the Kalinga Stadium, we had
contacted the Ministry of Sports
and Youth Service for obtaining
technical and conceptual sup-
port and thankfully, we had
received various support from
them like replica of the trophy,

mascot, logo and other designs
of the world cup," said Sector 7
puja committee general secre-
tary Kamala Kanta Nayak.

Significantly, as a part of
the promotional activities of
the World Cup at
Bhubaneswar, a hockey match

between Odisha XI and New
South Wales, Australia, is
scheduled to be held at the Biju
Pattnaik Hockey Stadium,
Rourkela on November 4.
Sports lovers of the city, how-
ever, have termed the puja
pandal of Sector 7 as a major
promotional activity of the
upcoming World Cup. "This
Sector-7 puja  pandal is unique
amongst all  puja  pandals in
city.  This  pandal is  really
looking like a  beautiful stadi-
um. While lakhs of rupees are
spent on promotional activities
of Men's Hockey WC, I feel the
Sector 7 Durga puja pandal is
one of the major promotion
activities, since it is going to be
witnessed by over one lakh
locals, during the four- day
long Durga Puja," said sports
lover S Sahoo here.
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It is seen that some individu-
als, particularly business-

men, are performing Navratra
puja in their houses with ear-
splitting chanting of Chandi
patha and Durga stotra
through loudspeakers.

But neighbours who know

them well have raised eye-
brows at their pious activities.

“My daughter works with
the person who is my neigh-
bour and a civil contractor by
profession. But the same per-
son pays my daughter just
Rs180 a day against the mini-
mum wage of Rs 250 as fixed
by Government of India. By
cheating us, he is celebrating

Durga Puja. Maa will never get
satisfied with these persons or
their Puja,” a local slum dweller
said.

It is further a difficult affair
to translate what the old man
exactly said. At the same time,
he further said: “Even if we
can’t spend lakhs of rupees for
Puja but Maa is sure to be sat-
isfied with a flower from our
hands. 

We are satisfied that we
have not hit anyone’s belly
(livelihood) but our labour
makes other rich and we always
struggle to earn a good living in spite of hard labour.”

But Dr Dillip Panda, an
eminent economist cum social
scientist, said that this is total-
ly sick mindset of corrupt per-
sons for showy reasons only. 

“The people indulged in
illegal and corrupt works real-
ize that what they are doing is
wrong. They are sure that they
commit mistakes and thereby
cheat innocent people. And in
order to redeem their sin, they
do Puja,” Prof Panda said.

“Further by doing all these,
they get also public apprecia-
tion and also support from
their bosses to earn more. But

this is nothing but guilt con-
sciousness of such people with
backgrounds of wrong doings,”
he commented.

But Pandit Amar Mishra
said people with such dubious
backgrounds can never save
themselves by Puja to the
mother; and she doesn’t like the
offerings of wrong doers. 

“One day or other they
have to face the consequence of
their misdeeds and sins. As one
sows, so one reaps. Hence,
they can’t be saved and the
mother will never excuse
them,” Mishra asserted.
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Durga Puja is being cele-
brated at Badapadia here

by the Paradip Port Banik
Sangha with a series of devo-
tional and cultural pro-
grammes.

On the Mahasaptami on
Wednesday, hundreds of devo-
tees visited the puja mandap.
PPT Chairman Rinkesh Roy
also visited the mandap with
his family.

Spiritual speaker Pandit
Jitu Dash began his popular
‘Sadhubani’ discourses from
Wednesday evening which will
continue on Thursday at the

Port Banik Sangha premises.
The Port Banik Sangha’s is

the only puja mandap in the
entire port township. The  puja
mandap has attractive designs
and the whole market is deco-

rated with colourful lights.
The immersion ceremony

will be held on October 20. All
programmes are organised by
Banik Sangha president
Santosh Kumar Pattnaik.
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The de-weeding of the his-
toric Bindusagar lake has

started in the wake of the
Bhubaneswar Art Trail (BAT),
coinciding with the Odisha
Hockey Men's World Cup as
the 1.3 km trail of art related
activities are likely to attract
huge tourist footfalls between
November 18 and December
18.

The Division II of the
Engineering Section of the
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has taken
up the cleaning of the historic
lake, which is built around 7-
8th Century AD and is with an
area of about 8.9 hectares or
21.9 acres.  It is believed that a
dip in the tank before entering into the temple complexes nearby is auspicious and asso- ciated with religious senti-

ments of thousands of devotees,
who come on special occasions.

BMC Executive Engineer
(Division II) Asim Mishra said
the de-weeding work will con-
tinue for a fortnight. Now daily
50 workers would be engaged
by the agency with adequate
boats to clean the weeds from
the lake. Later the cleaned
weeds would be lifted by trac-
tors to dumping sites. The
civic body would invest around
Rs 6 lakh for the cleaning of the
lake.

On the other hand, the
PMR, a private agency engaged
by the BMC to clean and lift
municipal solid waste (MWS)
from the Old Town area, has
intensified its work of cleaning
the surrounding areas of the
holy water body.
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Radhakanta Tripathy, a peti-
tioner, who brought the

issue of a juvenile being kept in
jail for 14 years in Nayagarh
district to the notice of the
National Human Rights
Commission, submitted a
rejoinder to the commission
recently in support of the vic-
tim’s age proof.

Tripathy, a Supreme Court
lawyer and rights activist,
alleged that the district admin-
istration and jail staffs were
responsible for keeping a minor
boy, Bulu Biswal, along with
other regular prisoners in a jail
instead of sending him to a
juvenile home and, thereby,
causing harassment and torture
to the victim.

The NHRC sought an
action taken report (ATR) from
the DGP and Women and
Child Welfare Department

Secretary in the matter.
In response, Nayagarh had

in October informed the
NHRC that Bulu’s birth year
has been mentioned as 1977 in
the record and was arrested on
September 22, 2003, when he
had already turned a major. 

He is in Rampur  Rampur
sub-jail and undergoing the
sentence of life imprisonment.

In his rejoinder Tripathy

pointed out the Juvenile Justice
Board has, after thorough
probe, found that Bulu was a
minor on the day of alleged
commission of crime.  He
should have been tried before
the Juvenile Justice Board not
before the Sessions Court. 

The juvenile could have
been sentenced to maximum
three years of imprisonment for
any crime. His date of birth as
per school record is   April 19,
1986. Tripathy enclosed a copy
of Bulu’s school record.

Due to the mistake com-
mitted by the prosecution he
underwent fourteen years
imprisonment. He lost his pre-
cious youth in prisons due to
the negligence of the State. 

Tripathy requested the
NHRC to direct the State to pay
at least Rs 28 lakh to Bulu for
the loss of 14 years in prisons
and include him in other social
welfare schemes.
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On October 15, the White
Cane Day was observed here

by the Pingalakhi Public Welfare
Organisation (PPWO) in collab-
oration with the Social Security
and Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities department. An
awareness rally was held by 160
blind persons along with PPWO
special school students about the
use of white cane by blind per-
sons. On the occasion, 160 white
canes were distributed to the
visually-disabled persons. PPWO

head Rajkishore Sabut, SSEPD
Joint Secretary Kailash Sahu,
white cane mobility trainer
Ganeswar Satpathy, Nimapara
NAC Executive Officer Ajay
Kumar Mohanty, PPWO
Principal Gaganbihari Das,
advocate Mrutyunjay Dash,
Dillip Pattnaik and
Padmalochan Mohanty were
present. Basudeb Das, Gajendra
Pradhan,Tezraj Seth, Jiban
Behera, Subhasmita, Lelina,
Diptimayee, Niharika Nibedita
and Suchismita coordinated the
programme.
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The heritage Kali Sana
Thakurani temple located

near the Sub-Registrar’s Office
here celebrated the Kanak
Durga avatar of the Goddess
on Wednesday during the
Navaratri Puja which started
from October 10.

Many enthusiasts and
devotees thronged the temple
to seek blessings of the deity
who appeared in the Kanak
Durga avatar and observed the
Kunkum Archana in the old-
est temple.

The temple is one of the
key Sakti Peethas of south
Odisha which attracts devo-
tees not only from the silk city,
but also its adjoining places
and neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh.

According to its long tra-

dition, the Goddess appears
in 10 different avatars, one
each for 10 days to portray
her different identities with
the new ornaments. The
temple managing committee
already has made arrange-
ments for this.

During the nine-day fes-
tival, traditional perfor-
mances of rites and rituals
including Belapatra Archana,
Kumbha Prateestha,
Akhanda Deep Projalana,
Lalita Sahasranam Pathan
and Bigrahavisekh are held
followed by the immersion
ceremony.

Similarly, the Navaratri
Puja is being celebrated with
religious fervour in the world
famous Goddess Budhi
Thakurani temple, Goddess
Thakuarni temple in
Military Line. 
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The nine-day festival,
Navaratri, has started from

October 9. If the Navaratri is
celebrated with utmost dedi-
cation, it is bound to provide
energy to its seekers for the
next six months.

Navaratri provides the
seeker with an auspicious occa-
sion to awaken the nine power
points in the body that are dor-
mant due to non-use or misuse.
Awakening of energy sources
results in creating a large power
bank in the practitioner.

The nine days are con-
nected to colours too.
Pratipada, the first day, is ded-
icated to Saipatoutri. This
denotes nature and special
colour of the day is yellow, a
symbol of happiness and joy.

The second day, Dwitiya, is
the day of Brahmacharini,

which denotes constant
endeavour for spiritual knowl-
edge. The colour is green.
Goddess Parbati performed
Tapas in order to gain Lord
Shiva as her husband. The
Sadhak (practitioner) should
concentrate on the colour green
of pledge to engage in self study
to acquire knowledge and wis-
dom.

The third day of Navaratri
is dedicated to Devi
Chandrachud who carries the
grey half moon on her fore-

head. Grey colour represents
Devis readiness to vanquish
our enemies.

The fourth day of Navaratri
is for Goddess Kusmandu.  Her
colour is orange, which repre-
sents brightness, happiness and
energy.

The fifth day of the
Goddess is Skandha Mata.
Skandha is lap of the Mother.
This represents the selfless
love. The colour of the day is
white, which represents purity
of prayer.

The sixth day of the nine-
day festival is Devi Katyani.
The colour is red, representing
the anger of Devi towards of
enemies of Devatas (Gods).

The seventh day is of Devi
Kalaratri and the colour is
dark blue. The immense power
of Devi is represented by dark
blue colour.

The eight day of Navaratri
is dedicted to Goddess
Mahagouri, who fulfills the
wishes of the seeker for better-
ment of the society.  The day’s
pink colour represents hope of
freshness of perspective.

The ninth day of the
Navaratri is special to Devi
Sidhharatri. She blesses knowl-
edge and fulfills expectations.
Her colour is violet, which
represents aspiration and
power.

(The writer is a former IAS
officer)
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Following an allegation on
Sunday of sale of Dalit

woman, Daudi Mallick, of Puri
Baliapanda Basti in Madhya
Pradesh, her mother Rama
Mallick said on Wednesday
that her daughter is presently
in grave danger and crying for
early release from a house in

MP.
She told The Pioneer that

she talked to her daughter on
mobile in the afternoon and
heard from her that she eas
being tortured. 

“I was fortunately allowed
only half a minute to talk with
my daughter Daudi after a gap
of a week.  

She said she is severely
being tortured in MP,” said
Rama requesting the police to
rescue her daughter before

something happened to her
there.

No response came from
the Sadar Thana on Wednesday
evening when officials were
contacted to know what 
steps they have taken after
such revelation of the victim’s
mother.

Puri Collector Jyoti
Prakash Das assured the fam-
ily not to worry as he has
personally taken up the case.

When asked, Das said that he

would be in contact with the
local administration in Ashok
Nagar in MP and request per-
sonally to intervene in the res-
cue of the woman.

To be noted here that on
Sunday complainant Aru
Mallick had lodged an FIR with
the Sadar police station that at
a cost of Rs 55,000, his daugh-
ter Daudi had been sold off to
one Dhusa Singh of Janata vil-
lage near the Ashok Nagar
railway Station of MP.
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Where there are Bengalis, there is
Durga Puja. Shakti Puja i.e. wor-

shiping Kali and Durga and visiting Puri
for darshan of Lord Jagannath is in the
very blood of the Bengalis.

And as a part of their devotion to
the divine Mother, the Kalibari Trust is
celebrating the 100 years of ‘Sarvajanina
Durga Puja’ in Sambalpur with much
enthusiasm.

The history of Durga Puja goes back
to 100 years when a few senior people
of the Bengali community started wor-
shipping the Mother during Navratra
and Durga Puja on the day of Dussehra
in 1918. They purchased a land for Rs

13 and made a thatched house there to
begin with the Puja. They named it as
‘Kalibari’-the home of Maa Kali where
they worshipped Kali and Durga,
informed secretary of the Kalibari
Trust Arun Kumar Mukherjee.

Jogendranath Sen, Ramani Ranjan
Basu, Radhikanath Roy, Satya Ranjan
Guha and Sushil Kumar Sarkar, in the
year 1916, formed Kalibari Trust and
started the Kali Puja in the same year.

Later in 1918, they also began the
Sarvajanina Durga Puja. Amiya Kumar
Ghosh popularly known as Manik Daa,
Nityananda Das, Bimal Chandra Kar
kept the tradition going with much
more zest and zeal.

It needs mention that the Kalibari
Mandap (stage) is the oldest Mandap of
western Odisha and that has witnessed
the presence of many VVIPs and VIPs
of the country including the former

President Pranab Mukherjee. At the
same time, this particular Mandap has
also contributed immensely in nurtur-
ing many renowned artists of present
and past. To commemorate the cente-
nary celebration, a 13- day-long cultural
programme is being organised with
presence of cultural troupes from all
over the country and also topmost polit-
ical leaders including Governor of
Odisha Prof Ganeshi Lal are slated to
come. Sprinter Duti Chand has also
consented to pay a visit, the organizers
informed.

It needs a mention that Jayabrata
Dey, a youth social activist, is the per-
son who is playing a key role as the chief
coordinator to make it possible and suc-
cessful. Interestingly enough, as part of
the broad mindset, fellow feeling and
brotherhood, the Bengali community
has not kept the celebration confined
among them. 

All the communities of the town
have been involved in the celebration
and they are seen actively participating
on all occasions. Kishore Kumar
Mohanty, ex-Speaker of Assembly is the
chairman of the centenary celebration
committee.

“I feel proud to keep myself
involved in the centenary celebration
committee of Maa Durga,” said Jashbir
Singh Hura, vice-chairman of the com-
mittee and a reputed businessman of the
town.
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Governor Prof Ganeshi Lal
presented the Odisha

Excellence Award to 17 excep-
tional Odia personalities and
three successful organisations
at a festival organised by the
Odia Media here recently.

Odisha’s freedom fighter
Gour Hari Das from Mumbai
and Odia Media director,
author and journalist
Subhransu Panda also
joined the award festival as

guests.
Former bureaucrat Devdas

Chhotray was awarded for

excellence in literature, Sampad
Mohapatra for excellence in
journalism, Mihir Das for
excellence in cinema, Prem
Anand for excellence in music,
Income Tax Commissioner
Sarat Kumar Das for excellence
in Public Service and others
were awarded in their respec-
tive fields. 

Governor also felicitated
freedom fighter Gour Hari
Das. A souvenir edited by fes-
tival coordinator Gayatri
Mavuru was also released on
the occasion.

A Hindi biopic ‘Gour Hari
Dastaan’ was screened, made
by renowned filmmaker Anant
Mahadevan, based on the life
struggle of freedom fighter
Gour Hari Das.
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With the surfacing of new
documents in the Rafale

fighter jet deal, the Congress on
Wednesday upped the ante
seeking an explanation from
not less than Prime Minister
Narendra Modi himself.

Congress spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said the
Rafale scam is getting "murki-
er and muddier" by the day as
fresh documents have rein-
forced that the Prime Minister
"facilitated a sweetheart deal"
with Dassault to "illegitimate-
ly" benefit a crony friend —
Reliance Defence.

"Undisputed evidence now
corroborates, brazen 'crony
capitalism' and 'quid pro quo'
by the Modi Government in
the multi- crore Rafale scam.
Time for Prime Minister Modi
to break his silence," Surjewala
said.

The Congress alleged the
new set of documents reveal
the truth of �30,000 crore "off-
set contract" and a �1,00,000
crore "life cycle cost contract"
to Reliance Defence establish-
es that the deal was a "com-
pensation' brokered by Modi
Government" and states that "it
was imperative and mandato-

ry for Dassault-Aviation to
accept this counterpart". 

Surjewala also asked who
was brokering this deal bypass-
ing the lone public sector com-
pany which has 60 years of
expertise in manufacturing
defence aircraft. He said the lid
of the Modi Government's
"murky sweetheart deal in the
Rafale scam is now off " and
asked whether Modi was Prime
Minister of India or of Anil
Ambani. The simple question
that Modiji needs to answer is
'Are you PM of India or PM of
Anil Ambani'? Are you
'chowkidaar' of India or are you
the 'chowkidaar' (watchman) of
business interests of Reliance
group of Anil Ambani," he
asked.

It also strongly underlines

the charge of French ex-
President Francois Hollande
about Modi securing a deal for
Ambani, he claimed. "The BJP
which is running helter-skelter
and throwing all kinds of
inconsumable alibis to defend
the indefensible will have to be
made accountable on the
'biggest defence scam' that has
hit the country," Surjewala
said.

He said French labour laws
make it compulsory for com-
panies with over 50 employees
to set up a 'Central Works
Council' (CCE), which is on the
same lines as trade unions and
have a role in financial man-
agement of the company as well
as in social and cultural activ-
ities of employees.

The "minutes of the meet-

ing held on May 11, 2017
between two such trade unions
and Dassault Aviation's COO
Loik Segalen lift the lid off the
murky sweetheart deal of
�30,000 crore" and according to
minutes of the meeting with
CGT, "Segalen is quoted as say-
ing that 'it was imperative and

mandatory for Dassault-
Aviation to accept this coun-
terpart in order to obtain the
export contract Rafale India',"
he said.

The minutes of the meeting
with another trade union
CFDT, state that "this is the
inevitable consequence of the
Rafale India contract which
required making 'Make in India'
to be signed, he said.  Surjewala
claimed this is the third con-
firmation after Hollande had
clearly told a French outlet
about Modi securing the deal
for Reliance Defence.

The Congress leader asked
if the BJP's and a slew of
Ministers' claim that Dassault
Aviation was free to choose its
offset partner, "why is it that Mr
Segalen, the 2nd in command
of Dassault state that 'it was
imperative and mandatory for
Dassault Aviation to accept
this counterpart in order to
obtain the RAFALE India
export contract'?"

He also asked if Dassault
Aviation willingly agreed to
partner with Reliance Defence,
why was it called an inevitable
compensation? "Was it not
deliberate squandering of
HAL's interests," he asked. 
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As electioneering gains
momentum for the

upcoming Assembly polls,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday took a
dig at the Congress saying
that it has three Chief
Ministerial candidates with
each pulling others down
and that it cannot think of
the State's development.

In a video interaction
with party workers of five
Lok Sabha seats, Modi
claimed that more than a
dozen Congress leaders were
also nursing Chief
Ministerial ambitions in the
State which, has been trans-
formed from "bimaru" (sick)
to "bemisal" (unparalleled) by
the Shivraj Singh Chouhan
Government.

He said the Congress,
which is out to challenge the
BJP's 15-year-rule in Madhya
Pradesh, was issueless in the
poll-bound State and had
become desperate due to all-

round development works of
the ruling State Government.

In desperation after find-
ing no issues to oppose the
BJP, the Congress used pho-
tos from Pakistan and
Bangladesh to target the State
Government  and also resort-
ed to "fake news", he alleged.

Modi said he saw on a
TV programme that over 90
per cent of first  time girl vot-
ers, who had taken part in an
event in Sagar in the State,
supported the BJP.

"The Congress has three
chief ministerial candidates
and over a dozen are in
queue," he said, apparently
referring to Kamal Nath,
Jyotiraditya Scindia and
Digvijay Singh, three main
leaders of the Opposition
party in the State.

"When more than dozen
people have chief ministeri-
al ambitions, then they can-
not think of people's devel-
opment. You should expose
their lies to public," he told
the BJP workers.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has registered a money

laundering case in the
Muzaffarpur shelter home case
relating to alleged rape of minor
girls by the functionaries of the
NGO. The ED will probe the
money laundering aspect of the
scandal. 

The ED case follows a CBI

case to probe the scandal at the
shelter home. The ED will soon
issue summons to the accused
persons including the owner of
the shelter home Brajesh
Thakur. The ED will probe if
illegal funds were generated
and laundered by the alleged
criminal activity, officials said. 

As many as 34 girls were
allegedly raped at the centre run
by Thakur, chief of the state-

funded NGO.
The alleged sexual exploita-

tion of the girls was first high-
lighted in an audit report sub-
mitted by the Tata Institute of
Social Science (TISS), Mumbai,
to the Bihar Government's Social
Welfare Department in April this
year. An FIR was lodged on May
31 against 11 people, including
Thakur and the probe was later
taken over by the CBI.

Sexual abuse of 34 inmates
out of 42 staying at the shelter
home was confirmed in their
medical examination while two
others who were unwell were yet
to undergo medical tests.

The NGO running the shel-
ter home in Muzaffarpur was
subsequently blacklisted by the
State Government and the girls
were shifted to shelter homes in
Patna and Madhubani.
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Opposition parties termed
as "victory of truth" the

resignation of Union Minister
M J Akbar following charges
of sexual harassment against
him. While Congress
remarked that it salutes the
women who stood on their
charges against the Minister
bravely despite the "brazen"
stance taken by the
Government, Left parties said
it was victory for the #MeToo
movement and the protests
carried out by them against
the journalist-turned-politi-
cian. 

Aam Admi Party (AAP)
too hailed the women who
accused Akbar of "sexual
harassment" and said his res-
ignation "completely exposed"
the 'Chaal, Charitra and
Chehra' of the ruling BJP at
the Centre.

"This resignation is a vin-
dication of the power of truth.
More strength to India's
women," said Congress
spokesperson Priyanka
Chaturvedi. Mahila Congress
chief Sushmita Dev termed
Akbar's stepping down as a
"moral victory" for everyone
and sought support for the
#MeToo movement across
party lines.

The Congress leader hit
out at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for what she
said was his "silence" in the
matter. "I salute these women
who stood their ground
despite the brazen stance of
the GoI, silence of the PM
who speaks about women
empowerment, the arrogant
misuse of power by deploying

a battery of lawyers against
one woman and allowing the
accused to continue in his
role," Chaturvedi said.

The CPI and the women's
wing of CPI-M, however, said
Akbar should have resigned
early and the action has come
"too late". "I think the Modi
Government was compelled
to ask M J Akbar to resign
from the Union Ministry as
the #MeToo movement
gained momentum in the
country. He should have
resigned on the first day when
his former colleagues made
sexual harassment allegations
against him," CPI general
secretary Sudhakar Reddy
said. 

CPI Secretary D Raja
said, "The resignation can be
called a moral victory for all
those women who have suf-
fered such sexual harass-
ment". He said the social
atmosphere in the country
was such that women can get
the confidence to speak up
against the sexual harass-
ment faced by them.

All India Democratic
Women's Association
(AIDWA) general secretary
Mariam Dhawale termed
Akbar's resignation as a vic-
tory of women bodies. 

Reacting to Akbar's res-
ignation, AAP spokesperson
Dilip Pandey said the action
was "not sufficient" and
demanded criminal proceed-
ings against him. "Mere res-
ignation by Akbar is not suf-
ficient considering gravity of
allegations against him.
Criminal proceedings must
be started against him,"
Pandey said. New Delhi: The Election

Commission has urged the
Government to slash the cap on
anonymous donations to polit-
ical parties from the present
�20,000 to �2,000 to usher in
more transparency, a move
which comes months ahead of
Lok Sabha elections due next
year.

In a letter to the Legislative
Department of the Law Ministry
last week, the commission point-
ed out that while its demand to
cap cash donations to parties to
�2,000 per person has been
accepted and made part of the
Finance Act, another demand to
cap anonymous donations to
�2,000 is still pending.

The poll panel had written

to the Government in the mid-
dle of 2017 to amend Section
29C of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 to put a cap of
anonymous donations. The let-
ter sent last week is a reiteration
reminding the Government that
its demand has not yet been
acted upon.

"The commission feels that
since donations up to �20,000
can be kept anonymous and
need not declared, there is a pos-
sibility that cash will also be
accepted. This runs contrary to
the bar on accepting cash dona-
tions beyond �2,000," explained
a functionary.

There is no constitutional or
statutory prohibition on receipt of
anonymous donations by politi-

cal parties. But there is an "indi-
rect partial ban" on anonymous
donations through the require-
ment of declaration of donations
under Section 29C of The
Representation of the People Act.

But, such declarations are
mandated only for contributions
above �20,000.

According to Section 29 C of
the law, the treasurer of a politi-
cal party shall every financial year
prepare a report on the contri-
bution "in excess" of �20,000
received by it from any person.

As per the proposed amend-
ment sent by the commission to
the Government, "anonymous
contributions above or equal to
the amount of �2,000 should be
prohibited."
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In an indication of a thaw in
bilateral relations, India and

China will resume bilateral
joint anti-terror exercise 'Hand
in Hand' in December this
year in China. The annual drill
did not take place last year due
to 70-day stand-off between the
two armies in Doklam in
Sikkim sector. The impasse
ended following intervention at
the highest political and diplo-
matic levels.

Meanwhile, the Indian
Army also conducted a tour of
more than 100 defence attach-
es of various countries to Leh
to familiarise them with the
operating environment in
tough conditions. This expo-
sure to friendly countries about
Indian armed forces in various
operational areas takes place
every two years with the last
such event in Jodhpur.

The India-China exercise,
a confidence building mea-
sure between the two neigh-
bours who share a 4,200km
long disputed boundary, will be
held in Chengdu province of
China, officials said here on
Wednesday.  More than 100
troops from each side will
carry out anti-terrorism drills

in urban and rural scenarios
during the 'Hand in Hand'
exercise lasting about a fort-
night.  

The annual event takes
place alternately in India and
China and it was schedule to
hold exercise in 2017.
However, the face-off in
Doklam after the Indian army
objected to the Chinese con-
structing a road in the strate-
gically important region led to
calling off the drill. The last
joint exercise was held in Pune
in 2016 and it was the sixth
annual bilateral exchange.  The
first such exercise was held in
Kunming, China in 2007.  

With ties improving with
the eastern neighbor, a Chinese
army delegation also took part
in yoga programme with
Indian troops in Ladakh earli-
er this year on the occasion of
International Yoga Day.

Moreover, then Eastern
Command chief Lt General
Abhay Krishna also led a high
level delegation to China in
August to interact with his
counterparts.  These interac-
tions came about after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping decided to
resume bilateral military ties.
This decision was taken during

the meeting of the two leaders
in Wuhan, China in April this
year.  

As regards the ongoing
three-day visit of foreign
attaches to Leh starting
Monday, officials said despite
cold climatic conditions, the
tour evoked positive response
from the attaches who were
with their spouses. Diplomats
from countries including US,
France, Australia, Russia, South
Korea, South Africa, Nigeria,
Singapore and Hungary besides
others were part of the
entourage. They were famil-
iarised with the working of field
formations located around Leh.

On the upcoming joint
exercises with some countries,
officials said elite Special Forces
of India and US will practice
anti-terrorism tactics with lat-
est weapons next month in drill
named Vajra Prahar in India.
Similarly, the three Services will
have a joint exercise INDRA
with their Russian counter-
parts in December. This will be
the second such exercise where
the combined three services of
two countries will participate.
Earlier, each service used to
have separate drills.  India and
Japan will also have a joint
army exercise.
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While the corruption-rid-
den Medical Council of

India (MCI) no more exists fol-
lowing its dissolution recently, its
ill-conceived proposals and
Union Health Ministry's apathy
have started rendering thou-
sands of non-medical teach-
ers(biomedical scientists with
medical M.Sc postgraduate
degrees) in the country, jobless. 

Non-medical teachers are
those having medical M.Sc
degree/PhD in anatomy, physi-
ology, pharmacology, microbi-
ology and biochemistry from
MCI-recognised colleges. 

The recent replacement of
the MCI with the Board of
Governors (BoG) of eminent
personalities, has, however,
brought a ray of hope among the

non-medical teachers working in
the non-clinical departments of
medical and dental colleges
across the States. Hitherto
neglected by the MCI, they feel
that the BoG will recognise the
services of the biomedical sci-
entists in medical education and
healthcare. 

Not without reason. Those
pursuing medical M.Sc courses
in medical colleges are trained
and skilled to render their ser-
vices as consultants in diagnos-
tic laboratories, teachers in non-
clinical subjects of medical col-
leges and scientists in research
establishments, pointed out Dr
Sridhar Rao, President, National
MSc Medical Teachers'
Association (NMMTA),  a rep-
resentative of persons having
medical M.Sc postgraduate
degree in from MCI-recognised
medical colleges.

However, the 'hostile poli-
cies' of the ex-MCI have started
taking toll on the profession, he
rued.

The NMMTA wants striking
down of the MCI's proposal  that
aims to reduce appointment of
non-medical teachers in col-
leges to 15 per cent from 30 per
cent as it has "jeopardises job
opportunities for those having
medical M.Sc postgraduate
degrees". 

Though the proposal has not
seen light of the day till date,
some of the medical colleges
have on their own started cutting
down their posts: hiring MBBS
Graduates for the post of tutors,
instead of medical MSc  post-
graduates who are specialists in
their subjects.

Also, said Dr Rao, as those
pursuing medical M.Sc courses
can also be utilized for diagnos-

tics or research purposes given
their academic background,
ironically thousands of them
with Ph.D  are idle at medical
college, who do only teaching.  

He also alleged discrimina-
tion at various levels ranging
from  work place to  responsi-
bilities, salaries, promotions etc.
Also, many non-medical teach-
ers are denied regularisation of
job, increments, promotion etc.
They are given low wages and
exploited heavily. There is no
ombudsman for grievances, Dr
Rao said.

"Once included in first
schedule of IMC act, the MCI
had silently removed medical
M.Sc course and washed its
hands off it. Until 1980s MCI
used to recognise these courses
and used to give medical colleges
permission to run them, but not
anymore," he said.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Wednesday seized

assets worth over �218 crore,
including diamonds and flats
abroad in the name of fugitive
diamond traders Mehul Choksi
and others  in connection with
the over �13,000 crore credit
fraud case.

The ED said three provi-
sional orders under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) were
issued by the agency's zonal
office in Mumbai for attach-
ment of the properties.

Besides Choksi, the other
beneficiaries include Mihir
Bhansali, a close aide and US-
based executive of prime
accused in the case Nirav Modi,
and a Hyderabad-based com-
pany named A P Gems and
Jewellery Park linked to Choksi.

The total value of the
attached and seized assets is
�218.46 crore, the ED said.

The attached properties
include a �51 crore flat of
Bhansali in a foreign country
and the agency said it was
purchased by him and his wife
jointly.

"Bhansali is a close confi-
dante of Nirav Modi and ben-
eficiary of the scam. He was

actively involved in the diver-
sion of funds received from
PNB's LoU's (letters of under-
taking)," the ED said in a state-
ment.

Similarly, a villa valued at
�27 crore of Choksi in an
undisclosed country has also
been attached.

A 2,10,000 sq feet building
on a 2.5 acre land in
Hyderabad's posh Banjara hills
has been attached and the
agency said it is in the name of
A P Gems and Jewellery Park.

Choksi holds 89 per cent of
shares in this firm by way of a
"convoluted structure and over-
seas entity". A flat worth �1.70
crore in Trump Towers in
Mumbai in the name of
Choksi's daughter has been
also attached, the agency said.

Also, diamonds worth
�18.76 crore belonging to the
Firestar group of Nirav Modi
were seized as part of the latest
order. The total value of attach-
ments in this case with this lat-
est order stand at �4,488 crore
now, the agency added.
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New Delhi: Sri Lankan Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
will arrive here on Thursday on a
three-day visit which comes in the
backdrop of controversial media
reports that Lankan President
has accused Indian intelligence
agency RAW of plotting his assas-
sination, a claim firmly rejected as
"false" by Colombo.

Wickremesinghe, who will
arrive here Thursday evening on
a scheduled visit, will hold wide-
ranging talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday.

Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena also called up

PM Modi Wednesday and "cate-
gorically rejected" the media
reports about him alluding to the
involvement of Research and
Analysis Wing in an alleged plot
to assassinate him and a former
defence secretary, an Indian
Government statement said.

"The President apprised the
Prime Minister of the urgent
steps taken by him personally and
the Government of Sri Lanka to
publicly reject these reports. In this
context, he also recalled his meet-
ing with the High Commissioner
of India to Sri Lanka today morn-
ing," the statement said. PTI
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New Delhi: The CISF on
Wednesday took over the
security of the yet-to-be oper-
ational Kannur International
Airport (KIAL), the largest
civil air facility in Kerala, with
the deployment of over 600
armed commandos, a senior
official said.

This is the 61st civil air-
port in the country that has
come under the cover of the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) after the Union
Home Ministry accorded
manpower sanction for the
purpose.

The CISF unit will be
headed by a Commandant
rank officer and the airport,
spread over 2,330 acres with a
runway length of 3,050 metres,
will be operational from the
first week of December.

KIAL is about 20-km from
the popular tourist town of
Kannur and will have com-
mon departure and visitor
gates for international and
domestic passengers and also
a common check-in-area.

Kerala has three other
major airports at Kochi,
Kozhikode and

Thiruvananthapuram.
"KIAL would be the first

airport in India which would
dispense with stamping of
hand baggage from day one of
its operations due to the sur-
veillance systems in place,"
CISF spokesperson Assistant
Inspector General (AIG)
Hemendra Singh said.

The CISF is a federal secu-
rity force which guards strate-
gic installations including air-
ports in the country. It has a
special aviation security group
for rendering this task.

The security at the airport

would be similar to what is
seen at 60 other civil airports,
the CISF said, adding that
quick reaction commando
teams and other personnel
would be deployed at KIAL to
thwart incidents of terror and
sabotage.

"In the light of the
increased threat perception
to the aviation sector across
the country, security of KIAL
is of utmost importance as
thousands of tourists includ-
ing foreigners will visit Kerala
through this airport," Singh
said. PTI
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Even as sleuths of Tamil
Nadu Police made a big

breakthrough late last week by
arrest ing two persons
involved in what is being
described as the State’s biggest
“train robbery”, another inci-
dent which went unnoticed
has tarnished its image.

A team of investigators
from Tamil Nadu Police cre-
ated a record of sorts by solv-
ing a train heist which took
place on August 8, 2016.
Dacoits on the prowl
decamped with �5.75 crore
from the parcel van of the
Salem-Chennai Express train
without leaving trace of 
any clue. 

The parcel van was trans-
porting soiled currency notes
worth �342 crore from vari-
ous banks in Salem to the
Reserve Bank of India office
in Chennai.

Though the heist was
believed to have taken place
around 10 pm, the incident
came to the notice of the
authorities only by 11 am
next day when the train
reached Egmore Station.
Someone had made a 2ftX2ft
hole on the roof of the parcel
van while the train was mov-
ing and removed as many

bundles of currencies they
could lay their hands on.

With no clues coming in
their way, the sleuths were
almost on the verge of com-
ing to a dead end when they
chalked out a strategy in one
of the brainstorming sessions.
They analysed the calls made
from mobile phones which
were active at Salem Junction
and in the Salem-Villupuram
stretch on the day the heist
happened. 

“We came across some
suspicious mobile phone
numbers that were active at
Salem Junction and along the
route between Salem and
Villupuram, the stretch where
the heist has happened. That
was the turning point in the
investigation. Though it was
a painstaking operation, it
paid rich dividends,” said one
of the officials in the team.

The results took them to
Ratlam in Madhya Pradesh
from where they arrested
Dinesh (38) and Mohan Pardi
(29) members of a crime syn-
dicate led by Moharsingh, a
hard core criminal who has
been imprisoned there in
connection with another case.   

Though the currency
notes were accompanied by
armed police guards, they
were travelling in the adjacent
compartment and did not

notice the operation happen-
ing at the roof top of the com-
partment. By the time the
train reached Virudhachalam,
the dacoits completed the
mission successfully and
made their way to safety.

While the Tamil Nadu
police brought laurels to the
department by resolving this
two year-long mystery, anoth-
er real life drama was enact-
ed in the high security Puzhal
Central Prison, a suburb in
Chennai on October 5 when
a remand prisoner walked
away to his freedom by sub-
mitting a fake bail order
issued by a Chennai court.
Mohammed Sherif, 27, a
remand prisoner, walked
away from the prison to ‘free-
dom’ when he submitted a
bail order issued in the name
of another prisoner.

“This could not have hap-
pened without the connivance
of an insider’s help. I find it
difficult to believe that such
a thing has happened in a
high security prison,” said
Dr TP Senkumar, former
chief of Kerala Police. The
escape of Sherif  happened
after photographs of some of
the inmates in Puzhal Prison
leading luxurious life with
smart phones, colour TVs
and other high end goods
went viral.
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Agitation happening all over
Kerala against the Supreme

Court verdict allowing women
in the age group of 10-50 to
worship at Sabarimala Temple,
the holy shrine in the Western
Ghats has spread to neigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu. 

Hundreds of devotees
including young and old
women, took to the streets in
various places in Chennai and
elsewhere in the State demand-
ing status quo and withdrawing
the permission granted to young
women to pray in the shrine.
Demonstrations were held even
at Lord Ayyappa Temples at
Mahalingapuram, RA Puram,
Anna Nagar and other temples
in the capital city which drew
hundreds of young and old
women irrespective of caste,
creed or even religion. “The
sentiments of devotees have
been hurt by the court judg-
ment. These demonstrations
were not organised by us. It was
a spontaneous reaction from
the women devotees without
any persuasion and  coercion.
They only assembled in front of
the temple to express  anguish,”
said K Asokan, an office bear-
er of  Mahalingapuram Lord
Ayyappa Temple.

The same was the cases
with other Ayyappa Temples in
the city. The Mahalingapuram
Ayyappa Temple is a “shrine”
that draws thousands of devo-
tees daily and acts as a hub for
pilgrims to Sabarimala Temple.
It is here the devotees perform
all rituals which are mandato-
ry for the annual pilgrimage to

Sabarimala. In addition to this
what makes the temple a land-
mark in Chennai is the feeding
of poor  undertaken by it on a
daily basis. Thousands are fed
everyday with sumptuous
breakfast, lunch and dinner free
of cost by the temple authori-
ties who make use of the dona-
tions received at the ‘hundi’.

Vijayashree Ramesh, a
young lawyer in Chennai said
that the Supreme Court verdict
was completely wrong and was
delivered without understand-
ing the ground realities. “Law
can never over rule age old tra-
ditions and customs. It is not
impossible to agree with the
verdict delivered by Justice
Deepak Misra”, said Ramesh.

She pointed out that there was
no ban on the entry of women in
any of the Ayyappa Temples else-
where in the world. “That is fur-
ther proof that there is a difference
in the sasthras governing each
temple. Sabarimala shrine because
of its own unique tradition and
rituals is a no-go place for women
devotees. But  there is no embar-
go on women above the age of 50
from visiting it. Hence it is not
gender discrimination but
Sanadhana Laws which should be
respected by all,” said Ramesh.

The demonstrations held at
Chennai were unique in all
respects. “No slogans were
raised by the demonstrators.
The participants numbering
thousands recited hymns in
praise of Lord Ayyappa.This was
a new experience to the city’s
population,” said Pravin Pillai,
an activist working with Hindu
cultural outfits in the city.

Asokan said more demon-
strations and protest marches
have been planned in the com-
ing days as the Travancore
Devaswam Board and Kerala
Government have become
adamant in their approach to
make Sabarimala Temple a
commercial enterprise.
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As the MeToo movement in
India is growing strong

taking a toll on senior scribe
and Union Minister MJ Akbar,
in Karnataka a woman
thrashed a private financial
bank manager for seeking sex-
ual favour in lieu of sanction-
ing a bank loan. A 52-second
video which went viral on
local channels and social
media where a women seen
dragging a man on the streets
thrashing him with a stick has
a sequel to the ongoing MeToo
movement in India.

According to reports in the
media, the  incident took place
on Monday in Karnataka’s
Davanagere, a Central Karnataka
district, when the woman visit-
ed the Dewan Housing Finance
branch to seek a loan. The on-
duty manager assured to help her
and agreed to approve her loan
despite her poor financial con-
dition. 

However, to pass loan, he
allegedly demanded sexual
favours. The enraged woman
dragged him on the street and
thrashed him with a stick. The
visual shows the woman  held
the managers collar and then
beating him up with a stick and
slippers. The woman can also be
heard asking the man to come to
the police station while thrash-
ing him with a stick.

Dewan Housing Finance
Corporation Ltd (DFHL) on
Tuesday Soon after the incident
came to light, sacked the
employee and termed the inci-
dent as very unfortunate. In a
statement the company said “in
the light of the unfortunate
incident at Karnataka's
Davanagere, we have termi-
nated the services of the
employee with immediate
effect. DHFL strongly pro-
motes and cultivates an envi-
ronment that is conducive for
the safety of women."

The  MeToo movement,
which  began in the United
States just over a year ago in
response to accusations of
sexual assault and harassment
in the entertainment industry,
has hit the  India  and taken
its toll. After Bollywood
actress Tanushree Dutta
accused film actor Nana
patekar, it has hit many big
names which include MJ
Akbar and many others.

More than a dozen men in
politics, media, entertainment
and the arts have been accused
of a range of offences, with sev-
eral prominent figures either
resigning or being suspended
as a result.

MeToo movement has
become a mainstream media
talking point and woman are
coming forward to voice
against the predators.

But two of those accused,
M.J. Akbar and veteran actor
Alok Nath, filed  criminal
defamation suits against the
women who accused them. In
India defamation  provisions
which classify it as a criminal
offence punishable with a jail
term of up to two years.

Akbar, who founded and
edited several newspapers
before joining politics, has
been accused of inappropriate
behaviour by at least a dozen
women who had worked with
him. He has called the accusa-
tions "wild and baseless". On
Monday, he filed the defama-
tion suit against one of his
accusers, journalist Priya
Ramani, at a Delhi district
court. Ramani had "intention-
ally put forward malicious,
fabricated and salacious" alle-
gations to harm his reputation,
the suit alleged.

Ramani said in a state-
ment on Twitter on Monday
that she was ready to fight the
defamation allegation "as truth
and the absolute truth is my
only defence".
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As the controversial Rafale
deal has hit the Defence

PSU Hindustan aeronautics
Limited (HAL), the United
Arab Minister of Defence vis-
ited them in Bengaluru on
Wednesday and evinced keen
interest on India’s indegenouse
fighter jet Tejas. According a
statement by HAL
Mohammed Ahmed Al
Bowardi Al Falacy, Minister
of State for Defence Affairs,
United Arab Emirates visited
HAL facilities in Bengaluru .
He was received by R
Madhavan, CMD-HAL and
other senior HAL officials.  
The visiting dignitary was
briefed on the ongoing pro-
jects in HAL and taken

around the Helicopter
Complex, LCA Tejas Division
and Hawk Final Assembly
hangar. 

“I am happy to be here and

proud to see the sophisticated
level of manufacturing that in
place”, remarked the Minister.
He evinced keen interest in
LCA Tejas.

The UAE Minister had a
meeting with Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in Delhi
and envisaged interest in Tejas,
the Light Combat Aircraft.

HAL has been sand-
wiched between the poltical
slugfest between ruling BJP
and the opposition congress
over the Rafale deal. 

Last week Congress
President Rahul Gandhi had
interacted  with some work-
ing and retired employees of
the state-run aerospace and
defence company in the con-
text of the defence behemoth
not getting offset contract
from the Rafale fighter deal.
He applauded the employees
for their work and said he
wanted to work with them in
making HAL more effective.
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Two terrorists believed to be
cadre of Lashkar-e-Tayyeba

(LeT) outfit along with their
accomplice were killed in fierce
gunfight in downtown area of
Fateh Kadal in Srinagar early
Wednesday morning. One
jawan of special operations
group (SOG) of the State police
made supreme sacrifice while
two JKP and CRPF personnel
received injuries during the
gunfight. 

According to State police
spokesman, “The encounter
in the Fateh Kadal are started
early Wednesday on the basis
of a specific input about the
presence of militants in one of
the houses located in the thick-
ly populated area”.

“During cordon and search
operation civilians were evac-
uated. While search operation
was going on at the target
location, terrorists made indis-
criminate firing from inside,”
the police spokesman said.

“In the ensuing gunfight,
constable Kamal Kishore of
JKP,hailing from Reasi dis-
trict, made supreme sacrifice
while two JKP and CRPF
personnel  a lso received
injuries,” he said.

“During the encounter, all
the two terrorists and their
active accomplice refused to
come out of the house and in
turn fired upon the search
party. Consequently, they were
killed in the encounter. The

eliminated terrorists and the
active accomplice have been
identified as Mehraj-ud-Din
Bangroo, Fahad Mushtaq Waza
and Rayees Ahmad,” the
spokesman said.

According to police
spokesman, “Mehraj-ud-Din
Bangroo @Asif @Piya son of
Sona-ul-Lah Bangroo resident
of Narparistan FatehKadal had
a long history of criminal
records pertaining to militant-
related activities". 

He was involved in case
FIR No. 146/2002 U/S 7/25 I.
A. Act P/S M.R. Gunj, FIR No.
32/2007 U/S 307 RPC 7/27
I.A. Act P/S M.R. Gunj, FIR
No 27/2016 U/S 302 RPC,
7/27 IA Act of PS Zadibal

related to killing of two police
personnel at Bagh-e-Ali
Mardan Khan near Zadibal,
FIR No 69/2016 U/S 302, 392
RPC 7/27 IA Act. of PS
Batamaloo  pertaining to
killing of one police personnel
and snatching  of his weapon
at Tengpora Batamaloo. He
was also involved in several
militant attack cases including
of series of grenade attacks,” he
in a statement said.

“Faid Mushtaq Waza son
of Mushtaq Ahmad Waza res-
ident of Akilmir Khanyar was
also involved in several ter-
rorist-related incidents. Many
cases were registered against
him including FIR No.
45/2016 U/S 148, 149, 336,

332,  427 RPC, FIR No.
28/2017 U/S 147, 148, 149,
336, 152, 353 RPC at Police
Station Khanyar. The com-
plicity of Rayees Ahmad who
was part of the group in pro-
viding shelter and logistics to
the militants is being investi-
gated,” said police spokesman.

“Incriminating materials
including arms & ammunition
were recovered from the site of
encounter. Police has regis-
tered a case in this regard and
investigation has been initiat-
ed,” the spokesman in a state-
ment said.

Meanwhile, in another
incident of grenade throwing in
Pattan area three cops includ-
ing DySP rank officer received
injuries while one of the ter-
rorist was apprehended by the
police party. 

According to police
spokesman, "terrorists travel-
ling in a passenger vehicle
lobbed a hand grenade on
police party after the driver was
directed to stop the vehicle for
routine checking at the securi-
ty check point near Baba Teng
Pattan on Baramulla-Srinagar
highway. 

In this incident one DySP
and two other policemen sus-
tained injuries but their con-
dition was stated to be stable.
The police party apprehend-
ed a young terrorist identified
as Faizan Majeed Bhat, aged
11 years. He was recently
recruited in the Tehreek-ul-
Mujahideen terrorist outfit.
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The letters seized by the
Pune police from the five

activists and being dubbed as
proofs of their Maoist links are
“flimsy and uncorroborated”
evidence, a Pune court was
told on Tuesday.

Defence counsel Yug
Chaudhary, who is represent-
ing activist Sudha Bharadwaj,
told Additional Sessions Judge
KD Vadane that the activists
arrested by the police were
“eminent” people.

The court heard the bail
pleas of Bhardwaj and anoth-
er activist Vernon Gonsalves.

The police had raided the
homes of prominent Left-wing
activists in several States in
August and arrested at least
four of them for their suspect-
ed Maoist links.

The raids were carried out
as part of a probe into an event
— Elgaar Parishad —organised
in Pune on December 31 last
year, a day before the caste vio-
lence broke out between Dalits
and the upper caste Marathas
at Koregaon-Bhima village near
the city.

Near simultaneous search-
es were carried out at the res-
idences of prominent Telugu
poet Varavara Rao in
Hyderabad, activists Vernon
Gonsalves and Arun Farreira in
Mumbai, trade union activist
Sudha Bhardwaj in Faridabad,
and civil rights activist Gautam
Navalakha in New Delhi.

Rao, Bhardwaj and Farreira
were subsequently arrested.

Chaudhary argued that the
present case involving some
"sensational" allegations was
referred to the Supreme Court
which gave a split verdict on it
at a premature stage.

"The case is extra-ordi-
nary. As after four months of
investigation, police arrested
some eminent people without
any evidence and the the evi-
dence (seized letters) that they
are producing right now is
flimsy," he said.

Chaudhary said the police
arrested 60-year-old
Bharadwaj, who is a professor

at the National Law College in
Delhi "where children of the
Supreme Court and high court
judges study".

"You are arresting her on
the basis of some undated,
unsigned, unverified, uncor-
roborated, typed letters, which
were found in someone's pos-
session. On the basis of these
evidence, the police are claim-
ing that this lady makes bombs,
plants booby trap, decides
which weapons need to be
procured," he said.

Chaudhary said Bhardwaj
had appeared for state gov-
ernments in various cases and
was on a search panel for
appointment of universities'
vice-chancellors, besides being
a representative of the
President of India.

"You are arresting a lady
whose organisation has received
a grant from the high court," the
defence counsel said.

Bhardhwaj has no criminal
antecedents and she has sacri-
ficed her whole life for the
marginalised, he asserted.

Bharadwaj is also the vice
president of the Indian
Association of Peoples' Lawyers
(IAPL), headed by retired judge
H Suresh, he said.

"The police are claiming
that IAPL is the front organisa-
tion of the banned CPI (Maoist).
The high court judges such as
Abhay Thipsay and Ajit Shah
had attended the IAPL event as
speakers," he pointed out.

"Are you going to arrest
justices (retd) Suresh, Thipsay
and Shah also?" asked
Chaudhary.

He said the police were
"silent" on calling the IAPL the

front organisation of the CPI
(Maoist) in the Supreme Court.

Citing the apex court's
order, he said the "divided ver-
dict" in the case is itself a
ground for the bail.

"The apex court has taken
an extra-ordinary measure in
the case by crafting the provi-
sion of house arrest and the
reason behind it was that we
could come and apply for the
bail," he added.

He claimed the police did
not specify the grounds for
Bharadwaj's arrest and did not
even produce the translated case
diary in the magisterial court
while seeking her transit remand.

Challenging the authentic-
ity of the letters, allegedly seized
from the activists, Chaudhary
said, "Let the prosecution take
as long as they want to verify
and authenticate the letters and
I will not press for the bail."

"Till they verify or authen-
ticate the letters, do not reject
or allow my bail application.
Keep me on interim bail," said
Chaudhary, arguing for
Bharadwaj.

Before Chaudhary, senior
advocate Dhairysheel Patil, who
represented activist Vernon
Gonsalves, argued for his bail.

"If the letters which were
allegedly fabricated are thrown
out in the case, the very foun-
dation of the case will be col-
lapsed," he said.

The prosecution will
Friday argue against bail of five
accused - Surendra Gadling,
Shoma Sen, Arun Ferreira,
Vernon Gonsalves, apart from
Bhardwaj.

Gadling and Sen, arrested in
the Elgaar Parishad case in
March this year, are currently in
judicial custody of Pune police.
Ferreira, Gonsalves, Rao, and
Bhardwaj are under house arrests
at their respective residences.

The Supreme Court had on
September 28 extended by four
weeks the house arrests of
Varavara Rao, Arun Farreira,
Vernon Gonsalves, Sudha
Bhardwaj and Gautam
Navalakha, who was subse-
quently freed by the Delhi
High Court.
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The Centre has denied per-
mission for the scheduled

visit of Kerala Ministers to 17
countries to mobilise funds
from expatriates for flood relief
work, officials here said on
Wednesday.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan is scheduled to leave
for some of the Gulf countries
on Wednesday as part of the
efforts to mobilise funds from
Kerala expatriates.

He is expected to be back
by October 21.

Seventeen of the 20 State
Ministers had also planned to
visit different countries in
the Gulf and Europe to
mobilise funds.

However, the Centre has
approved the foreign visit of
the chief minister alone.

Officials at the CM's
office said the Centre has
refused permission for the
ministers' foreign trip.

The Ministers were
scheduled to visit various
countries, for five days begin-
ning on Wednesday to
mobilise funds from the expa-
triate community to help
rebuild the flood-hit State.

Vijayan had said on
October 3 that each Minister
would visit various countries
from October 17 to 21, includ-
ing in the Gulf and Europe.

Kerala had suffered huge
damage in the torrential rains
that lashed the state in August
last, claiming 493 lives and
leaving a trail of destruction. 

The LDF Government had
last month decided to raise
�15,900 crore as loan from the
World Bank, Asian
Development Bank, and other
funding agencies to rebuild
the prime sectors of the State.
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Samajwadi Secular Morcha
founder Shivpal Singh Yadav

on Wednesday shifted to the 6,
Lal Bahadur Shastri Marg bun-
galow allotted to him by the
State Government.

The bungalow was earlier
allotted to Bahujan Samaj Party
chief Mayawati in the capacity
of Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh and she had vacated it
in compliance with a Supreme
Court order in June this year.

"On the auspicious occa-
sion of Navratri, pooja and
havan was performed as part of
'grih pravesh' and  Shivpalji for-
mally entered the bungalow on
Wednesday," a SSM leader said. 

Soon after the rituals,
Shivpal, without naming
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, said, "I don't want to join
the issue with political green-
horns who had no contribution
in the formation of Samajwadi
Party. I along with Netaji
(Mulayam Singh Yadav) built
the SP from scratch and cata-
pulted it to the level where it
won Assembly poll and formed
a Government on its own in

March 2012."
He also hit back at his

nephew Akhilesh for terming
him the 'B team' of Bharatiya
Janata Party.

"I am the real SP. There are
some people with shallow polit-
ical knowledge of UP but have
lofty ambitions. They will be
shown their strength in politics

during the 2019 Lok Sabha
poll," Shivpal said.

The SSM founder said that
the bungalow would be used as
office of his recently floated
outfit. "The SSM is in touch
with several parties wedded to
secular and socialist ideology
for the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. The established political
parties suffer from credibility
crisis and that is why I floated
the SSM," he said.

Without naming the SP,
Shivpal said, "A large number
of leaders who have been mar-
ginalised in their respective
parties have approached the
SSM and they will soon join it.
My party will consider if a pro-
posal is made to join an anti-
BJP grand alliance in UP for
2019 Lok Sabha election.
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BJP national president Amit
Shah on Wednesday sound-

ed the poll bugle for the
November 28 Assembly polls in
Mizoram and said that people
of the State will celebrate this
year's Christmas under the
BJP rule.

Shah also inaugurated the
party office in Aizawl and said
that the party will go to the
polls alone, on the basis of the
strength of the party cadres.

"I am indeed happy to see
such a large gathering here
today. Seeing the jam packed
hall I am sure that next gov-
ernment in Mizoram will be
formed by the BJP. Once BJP
forms Government in Mizoram,
20 States of the country will be
ruled by BJP," he added.

The BJP national president
thanked the people of Christian
dominated Meghalaya and
Nagaland for voting for the BJP
candidates and said that people
of Mizoram will also vote for the
saffron party as people have real-
ized the misdeeds of Congress.

Assuring that BJP will not
go with congress and opposition
Mizo National Front (MNF), he
said BJP will contest all the seats
on its own depending on the

strength of BJP workers.
He added, “When UPA

government was in power there
was 13th finance commission
which allocated �19,974 Crore
for Mizoram during NDA rule
14th finance commission dou-
bled the allocation to �42,972.”

Attacking the congress
which is ruling the state for last
10 years, he said, “Congress is
infested by the corruption and
dynastic rule. Chief Minister,
Lal Thanhawla wants to make
his brother chief minister.”

Shah said that Mizoram
Government blocking imple-
mentation of 129 schemes
meant for the State. “However
after polls all these schemes will
be implemented. Congress is
worried for once these schemes
are implemented, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s pop-
ularity will further soar in the
State,” Shah added.
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Close on the heels of rape on
a 14-months-old girl by a

migrant worker near
Himatnagar in North Gujarat,
yet another incident of rape and
murder of three-years-old girl
that too by a migrant created ten-
sion in the diamond city Surat.

The incident of rape in
Himatnagar resulted into back-
lash against Hindi-speaking
labourers as the accused arrest-
ed by the police was hailing from
Bihar. Due to continue attacks
on migrant workers post the
incident, exodus of nearly one
lakh workers reported from
Gujarat to their respective States.
Now police have come into
action to prevent similar situa-
tion in the South Gujarat’s
biggest town as in the fresh inci-
dent of crime against a toddler,
once again a Bihari migrant
identified as an accused.

Sources in the Surat police
said that the toddler girl was
missing from Sunday evening
and her body was found in a
gunny bag on the next day. The
forensic reports revealed that
the girl was not only murdered
but also raped. During the
investigation, the police found

a 22-year-old man as suspect.
According to an official

involved in the investigation of
the case the accused hailing
from Bihar had switched off his
phone and probably went to his
home-state. Couple of teams of
Gujarat police have been sent
to Bihar to trace the accused.
The family of the victim has
migrated from neighbouring
Maharashtra to Surat.

Surat police commissioner
Satish Sharma said that police
were trying to nab the suspect
and sections including rape,
murder, atrocity and POCSO
would be put against him.
Sharma has also appealed the
people to remain calm and not
to harm innocent migrants.
According to him as part of
precautionary measure, extra
police personnel have been
alerted to prevent any unto-
ward incident.

Meanwhile in an another
incident as many as six con-
struction workers and a civil
engineer, all hailing from Bihar
were allegedly assaulted in
Vadodara for wearing Lungi.
The incident occurred when
they were busy working at a
construction site of a school
building.

GANDHINAGAR: Indian
Coast Guard vessels averted
apprehension of two Indian
fishing boats from the grip of
Pakistan entities.

ICGS ‘Rajratan’ while
undertaking the notional
International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL) patrol
got alerted by intercepting a
VHF communication. The Pak
warship was chasing the Indian
Fishing Boats reportedly oper-
ating in Pakistan waters.

ICGS Rajratan is a Fast Patrol
Vessel based at Porbandar oper-
ating in the area for maritime sur-
veillance. It intercepted two
Indian Fishing Boats namely
Mayshab Maa (GJ-10-MM-3480)
and Safina Al Tahiri (GJ-10-
MM-1761) both registered at
Okha in Devbhoomi Dwarka dis-
trict.  There were total 19 fisher-
men onboard.  

The reports also confirm
that PMSA Basol, a Pakistan
Maritime Surveillance  ship
‘Basol’ has apprehended anoth-
er IFB Khuda Dost Ka Karam
(GJ-10-MM-3250) also regis-
tered at Okha with 11 fishermen
at the mutually agreed No
Fishing Zone (NFZ) about 9
nautical miles from the nearest
Indian land and about 36 nau-
tical miles from nearest base port
of Jakhau. ICG ship is main-
taining constant liaison with
their PAK compatriots for the
release of this boat as well. PNS
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The Crime Branch-CID
sleuths of the Mumbai

police have blown the lid off an
international job recruitment
racket with the arrest of four
persons, including a woman,
from Bengaluru who had
allegedly cheated scores of job
seekers from several States in
the country to the tune of sev-
eral lakhs of rupees by promis-
ing jobs in Canada, US, UAE
and other countries. 

Acting on the complaint of
a senior citizen who was duped
while looking for a job after his
retirement, the investigators car-
ried out an elaborate investiga-
tions and tracked down four

persons from Bengaluru who
had allegedly cheated scores of
job seekers from Maharashtra,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu and other
states by promising “technical”
jobs abroad. They had collected
lakhs of rupees on several 
pretexts.

The four arrested young-
sters were identified as Ajay
Bhavanishankar Gupta (23),
Cedric Domnic Robert (23),
Vignesh Suresh KC (22) and
Mrs Sneha Narendra Panchariya
(23).  All of them are residents
of Easter Enclave at Hormalu in
Karnataka’s Bengaluru. While
one of them was arrested in
Mumbai, the remaining three
were picked up from Bengaluru.

In  August, 2018, a senior
citizen who had earlier worked
abroad was looking for job after
his retirement  came across an
advertisement that read
'International Jobs and Free
Recruitment' on a Facebook
page  which claimed that there
were  vacancies for technical
posts with huge salaries in

c o u n t r i e s
like Canada,
U n i t e d
S t a t e s ,
United Arab
E m i r a t e s
(UAE) and
other coun-
tries.  

T h e
senior citizen
concerned
applied for a
job in
Canada and
sent bio-data
and other
documents
to the adver-
tiser through

email and WhatsApp. He began
following up with the advertis-
er for the job through email and
WhatsApp. 

The advertiser concerned
meanwhile set up a WhatsApp
group with a fake job recruit-
ing official as an administrator
for those looking for technical
jobs using an international
mobile SIM card. The admin-
istrator concerned asked the job
seekers to send a total money to
the tune of Rs 1,54,000 each to
the advertiser online.

However, the job seekers did
not jobs as promised nor was the
advertiser ready to return the
money taken to the job seekers.
When asked for return of money,
the alleged recruiters began to
threaten the job seekers.

With no alternative, the
senior citizen concerned reg-
istered a complaint with the
Mumbai police. The case was
then transferred to Unit-11 of
the Crime Branch-CID visited
Bengaluru early this week and
arrested the remaining three
youngsters. The investigators
have seized a laptop, mobile
phone and other documents
that had used for allegedly
cheating the job seekers.

“The investigations have
revealed that these four arrest-
ed youngsters have cheated
scores of persons in
Maharashtra, Punjab, Tamil
Nadu and other states to the
tune of lakhs of rupees, by
promising jobs abroad,” ,"
Crime Branch's Deputy
Commissioner of Police Akbar
Pathan said here on Wednesday.

The four arrested young-
sters have been booked under
sections 420 (cheating), 465
(forgery) 467 (forgery of valu-
able security, will), 468
(forgery for cheating), 471
(using a forged document), 34
(common intention) of IPC
and sec 66 D of Information
Technology Act.
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Union Minister for
Minority Affairs Mukhtar

Abbas Naqvi said here on
Wednesday that even after
the withdrawal of subsidy
during the current year, there
“was no unnecessary financial
burden on pilgrims”, all thanks
to the elimination of middle-
men and “100 percent online
and transparent” system intro-
duced during the year for
scrutiny of applications.  

Unveiling “Haj-2019”
plan at the Haj House in
Mumbai, Naqvi said that dur-
ing 2018 pilgrimage season
when Haj subsidy was with-
drawn, the elimination of
middlemen and 100 percent
online and transparent system
ensured that there was no
unnecessary financial bur-
den on pilgrims”.

“The Haj pilgrimage was
successful during 2018. For
the f irst  t ime after  the
Independence, a record num-
ber of 1,75,025 Muslims from
India performed Haj this year
and that too without any sub-
sidy. We are hopeful that a
larger number of Indian
Muslims will go to Haj 2019,”
Naqvi said.

Earlier in 2017, a total of
�1,030 crore had been paid to
the airlines as fare for 1,24,852
Haj pilgrims, where as in
2018, a total of �973 crore
were paid to the  airlines for
1,28,702 Haj pilgrims, going
through Haj Committee of
India. “This means, we paid
�57 crore less this year even

after ending the Haj subsidy,”
the Minister said.

The minister said it was for
the first time that prepara-
tions for next year’s Haj (2019)
had been started immediately
after completion of the 2018
Haj pilgrimage process.

“The online application
process for Haj 2019 will start
from tomorrow (October 18),
while off line application
process will  begin from
October 22.  A total of 3,55,604
applications had been received
for Haj 2018 which included
1,89,217 male and 1,66,387
female applicants. We expect to
receive more number of appli-
cation for Haj pilgrimage,”
Naqvi said.  

Naqvi said that early start
of Haj process, there would be
better facilities for the agencies
in India and Saudi Arabia.
“This year, we will get more

time to make arrangements.
The process of airlines tender
will  be completed by
November. The accommoda-
tion process in Makkah and
Madina will be completed by
December-January. The
accommodation rates in Saudi
Arabia will be same as it was
in 2018. All 20 embarkation
points will be functional and
Haj pilgrims will also be able
to go from Calicut airport,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Naqvi inau-
gurated 'Viewers' Gallery' at
Haj House and unfurled a
national flag on the roof top
of Haj House, Mumbai. The
unfurled Indian National flag
is of size 20 feet by 30 feet
with a mast of 20-meter
height. The national flag
installed atop the Haj House
is at 350 feet height from the
ground level.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) is virtually kicking off

its campaign for the 2019 gen-
eral elections by taking out
'Ekta Yatras' across Gujarat in
the run up to the unveiling of
the 182-foot statue of Sardar
Patel by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on October 31.

The Prime Minister will
unveil the tallest statue in the
world, Statue of Unity, on the
birth anniversary of Sardar
Patel at Sadhu Bet, near
Narmada Dam. 

The almost �3,000 crore
statue is being projected by the
BJP as a symbol of unity and as
a message that the Congress
underplayed the contribution
of Sardar Patel towards the
country in favour of the Nehru-
Gandhi family.

As a precursor to the
unveiling event, the Bharatiya
Janata Party is taking out 'Ekta
Yatras' across Gujarat from
October 19 to 29. The yatras
will carry a prototype of the
Statue of Unity all through the
length and breadth of the state.

Gujarat Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani will flag off one
such Yatra from the historical
Bardoli town in South Gujarat
where Sardar Patel launched his
Bardoli Satyagraha. 

Similarly, Deputy Chief
Minister Nitin Patel will flag off
another Yatra from Karamsad,
the hometown of Sardar Patel.

Likewise, many Ministers
of the government will flag off
other modules of the Yatra
from different regions of the
state. All these modules will
tour around 5,000 villages of
Gujarat through the 26 Lok
Sabha constituencies of the
state before the big event.

The ruling party also plans
to hold get-together events at

district levels during this peri-
od. The party also plans to
expand its reach to the public
where district-level expansion
officers will be appointed full
time within six months.

"Through the Ekta Yatra, we
will be reaching out to the vil-
lages and showcase the devel-
opment we have carried out at
the state and central level," says
state BJP President Jitu Vaghani.

He added: "After indepen-
dence, it is for the first time that
the central government has
announced minimum support
prices (MSP) of 1.5 fold of the
production cost of farm produce
like paddy, maize and millet.

"The BJP is working for the
development of the farmers and
farming and we are receiving
overwhelming response from
them," Vaghani claimed. Even
after the big event, the BJP gov-
ernment is gearing up for visits
by state delegations to the tallest
statue and the Narmada dam. 

Right now, Gujarat
Ministers are inviting Chief
Ministers, Deputy Chief
Ministers, Governors and other
dignitaries, including the
President and Vice President, to
the statue site. The BJP ruled
state delegations are expected to
visit the statue during the entire
November month, one by one. 

"This is done so for the
sake of convenience. We can-
not accommodate and enter-
tain them all of them at a sin-
gle go. So the visits from them
will be one after other," Nitin
Patel told reporters.
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Khashoggi death: Worse than a crimewww.dailypioneer.com
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If Saudi Arabia’s de facto ruler, Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MbS),
did really send a hit team to Turkey to
murder dissident Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi in the Saudi consulate in

Istanbul, what will happen next? Perhaps his-
tory can help us here.

A little over two centuries ago, in 1804, the
Armies of the French Revolution had won all the
key battles and the wars seemed to be over. The
rest of Europe had decided in 1801 that it would
have to live with the French Revolution and made
peace with Napoleon. Everything was going so
well — and then he made a little mistake.

Many members of the French nobility had
gone into exile and fought against the Armies
of the Revolution, and the Duke of Enghien was
one of them. In 1804 he was living across the
Rhine river on German territory.

Napoleon heard an (untrue) report that

Enghien was part of a conspiracy to assassinate
him, and sent a hit team — sorry, a cavalry
squadron — across the Rhine to kidnap him.
They brought him back to Paris, gave him a per-
functory military trial, and shot him. After that
things did not go well for Napoleon.

The idea that Napoleon would violate for-
eign territory in peacetime in order to murder
an opponent was so horrifying, so repellent that
opinion turned against peace with France every-
where. As his own chief of police, Joseph
Fouché, said, “It was worse than a crime. It was
a blunder.”

By the end of the year every major power
in Europe was back at war with Napoleon. After
a decade of war he was defeated at Waterloo and
sent into exile on St Helena for the rest of his
life. So is something like that going to happen
to MbS too?

Nobody’s going to invade Saudi Arabia, of
course. (Not even Iran, despite MbS’s paranoia
on the subject.) But will they stop investing in
the country, stop selling it weapons and buying
its oil, maybe even slap trade embargoes on it.

Since it seems almost certain that
Khashoggi was murdered by the Saudi
Government — Turkish Government officials
have even told journalists off the record that
they have audio and partial video recordings
of Khashoggi’s interrogation, torture and killing
— all of Saudi Arabia’s ‘friends’ and trading part-

ners have some choices to make.
US President Donald Trump immediate-

ly rose to the occasion, declaring that he
would be “very upset and angry” if Saudi
Arabia was responsible for Khashoggi’s mur-
der, and that there would be “severe punish-
ment” for the crime.

He even boasted that Saudi Arabia “would
not last two weeks” without American mili-
tary support. Presumably Trump was talking
about the survival of the Saudi regime, not the
country’s independence, but he was still
wrong. He is as prone to overestimate his
power as MbS himself.

The Saudis struck right back, saying that
“The kingdom affirms its total rejection of any
threats or attempts to undermine it whether
through threats to impose economic sanctions
or the use of political pressure. The kingdom
also affirms that it will respond to any (puni-
tive) action with a bigger one.”

But Trump was only bluffing. He really had
no intention of cancelling the $110 billion of
contracts that Saudi Arabia has signed to buy
American-made weapons, because “we’d be
punishing ourselves if we did that. If they don’t
buy it from us, they’re going to buy it from
Russia or... China.”

People have been turning a blind eye to
the weekly hundreds of civilian deaths caused
by Saudi bombing in Yemen for three years

now. Why would they respond any different-
ly to the murder of one pesky Saudi journal-
ist in Istanbul, even if he did write for the
‘Washington Post’?

The difference is that it’s intensely person-
al — this is an absolute monarch ordering the
killing of a critic who annoyed him but posed
no threat to his power — and it’s brazenly,
breathtakingly arrogant. MbS really thinks he
can do something like this and make every-
body shut up about it.

He is probably right, so far as the craven,
money-grubbing foreigners are concerned —
like former British Prime Minister Tony Blair,
who could  barely even bring himself to say that
Saudi Arabia should investigate and explain the
issue, because “otherwise it runs completely
contrary to the process of modernisation.”

But if the foreigners will not or cannot bring
Mohammed bin Salman down, his own fami-
ly (all seven thousand princes, or however many
there are now) probably will. It is a family busi-
ness, and his amateurish strategies, his impul-
siveness and his regular resort to violence are
ruining the firm’s already not very good name.

He rose rapidly out of the multitudinous
ranks of anonymous princes through the
favour of his failing father, King Salman, but
he could fall as fast as he rose. Killing
Khashoggi was definitely a blunder. 

(The writer is an independent journalist)
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Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Here
we go again” (October 16). This is the time
of the year when air pollution hits a peak
in the Capital. Air quality becomes infe-
rior and toxic. It affects everyone, includ-
ing  crops, trees and forests. 

Crop stubble burning in neighbour-
ing States of  Haryana, Punjab,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh are major
contributors to the rather abysmal level
of  air quality. However, it is not just the
crop stubble that is the trouble-maker.
Road side dust, along with dust that
accumulates from construction sites as

also vehicular pollution makes the sit-
uation rather alarming.

Inferior  quality of fuels that drives
vehicles also contribute to high levels of
air  pollution. The Delhi Government
as well as the Government at the
Centre are well  aware of the ground sit-
uation but the enormity of the problem
restricts  the choices they have. If the
Government feels that it is feeling
restricted in its choices, it should not shy
away from taking  help from countries
that have found a way to deal with envi-
ronmental  pollution.

Devendra Khurana 
Bhopal 
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Sir — This refers to the 50-word Edit,
“Name Game” (October 17). The
Opposition in general and the Congress
in particular have criticised Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath for his
decision to rename Allahabad as
Prayagraj. The Congress has opposed the
change of name on the plea that Allahabad
has a significant role since the days of
independence. Congress spokesperson,
Onkar Singh pleaded that Congress
Mahaadhiveshans took place in Allahabad
and Allahabad University would loose its
identity as it would also be renamed as

Prayagraj university. But in the past,
names of many cities, which had historic
importance, have been changed. 

For example, Madras, Calcutta,
Bombay, Baroda, Bangalore and
Pondicherry were renamed as Chennai,
Kolkata, Mumbai, Vadodara, Bengaluru
and Puducherry respectively. So, what is
so strange in renaming Allahabad? As
report tells, Allahabad’s ancient name was
Prayag, but it was changed after 16th cen-
tury Mughal Emperor Akbar renamed it
as ‘Ilahabad’ later renamed by Akbar’s
grandson, Shah Jahan as ‘Allahabad’. 

MC Joshi
Lucknow
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Sir — October 17 is celebrated as
International Day for the Eradication of
Poverty. Poverty is the root cause for
many socio-economic problems.
Overpopulation, unemployment, low
literacy levels, increasing crimes are all
its consequences. If steps are taken to
reduce poverty many social problems
will be solved.

TS Karthik
Chennai
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The LDF Government is responsible for law
and order situation in the State. We aren’t
responsible. No BJP worker was involved. 

—BJP kerala spokesperson
MS KUMAR

I think it’s dirty politics they (protesters)
are playing. Supreme Court’s order is

Constitutional. Government is bound by it.
—Kerala Minister

KK SHAILAJA
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EP Gee, a well-known naturalist,
estimated there were 6,000 to
7,000 leopards in the Indian

forests in the 1960s, although he had
projected 10 times of his estimate at
the beginning of the 20th century.
Subsequently, a population of about
12,000 leopards was projected at the
beginning of 21st century. Based on
the recent camera image trap method
of wildlife counting in 2014, a figure
of 12,000-14,000 adult leopards have
been quoted in newspapers and arti-
cles. In 14 tiger States, at least 7,910
adult leopards were estimated using
camera image trap method in 2014
with an average density of 4.55 leop-
ard per 100 km2 in the occupancy
area, although a substantial leopard
habitats in the Himalayas, the
Vindhyas and leopard-supporting
other areas such as tea gardens, sug-
arcane fields and plantations were not
surveyed in these States. Based on the
recent reports from the States, the sta-
tus of the leopard in seven major leop-
ard States is interesting.

Uttarakhand is historically
known for high concentration of the
leopard, as maximum number of
man-eaters emerged in that State. A
total of over 2,235 leopards were esti-
mated in 2008 but the present pop-
ulation is expected to be higher than
the previous estimate. In Madhya
Pradesh, the survey in 2018 indicates
that, except five districts, out of 51 dis-
tricts in the State, the leopard is found
in all districts in the State. Livestock
kills by leopards doubled in the last
six years (2012-18). In a survey using
camera image trap method in 2014,
at least 1,848 adult leopards were esti-
mated in the State. The survey in 2018
indicates over 2000 adult leopards in
the State.

Since 1984, the leopard census
has been regularly conducted after
interval of four years in Gujarat.
Leopard population doubled in the
State in three decades. In 2016, a total
of 1,295 leopards were counted in 26
districts, out of 33 districts in the State.
The leopard density was high, about
an average of 10.4 leopards per 100
sq km in its occupancy area in the
State though habitats used by the leop-
ard at night for hunting prey were not
accounted for while estimating den-

sity. In adjoining Rajasthan, a total
about 500 leopards were counted in
2009 which increased to 680 in 2016.
Leopard population has also consis-
tently increased in Maharashtra. In
2002, a total of about 720 leopards
were counted in the State and little less
than half of them were reported from
the Protected Areas. The camera
image trap method in 2014 estimat-
ed at least 905 leopards, although
increasing leopard-human conflict
indicates an increase of the leopard’s
population.

Wildlife researchers in 2015 tab-
ulated that leopards occupy 47 per
cent of Karnataka’s area. A large
number of them are found outside
protected areas and forests. The leop-
ard was found in 70 talukas of the 175
talukas in the State; with leopard
“attacks” being reported in 51 talukas.
The camera image trap method
recorded 1,129 adult leopards in the
substantial area of the forests in the
State which is the fourth highest after
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, and
Gujarat. A recent study of its first kind
in Karnataka by Nature Conservation
Foundation in collaboration with
the Karnataka Forest Department has
reported that the leopard population
is over 2,000 in the state. In 2005, the
Chhattisgarh Forest Department esti-
mated 1,293 leopards but distinct
images of 846 adult leopards were col-
lected in 2014. Naxalite movement
impacted wildlife, including leopards,
in the State, as leopard-counting in the
Naxalite affected area is difficult.
Perhaps the present actual number is
higher than the estimate.

In 2005, Himachal Pradesh esti-
mated over 760 leopards in the State.
Since then the number has increased.
Barring tribal areas in the high
Himalayas, the leopard is found
throughout the state with good den-
sity. Leopard attack is more prevalent
in the lower and middle Himalayas
compared to higher reaches. Human
deaths were rare in the past but the
state has witnessed 34 deaths and 367
human injuries due to the leopard
attacks during 2004-17. During the
last twenty years (1987-2007), the live-
stock killing by the leopard was
alarming: 8,905 livestock kills (3,043
goats, 2,598 sheep, 1677 cattle and rest
other animals) in Mandi district
alone.

Forest regions but contrary to the
leopard population in the above
States, the number of mega mammals,
including leopards declined consis-
tently due to poor status of conserva-
tion.  The seven States (Arunachal,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Nagaland,

Tripura, Mizoram and Sikkim) in the
North-East of India support good
forests, about 143,230 km2, which
have forest canopy density above 10
per cent. But survival of even 500 adult
leopards in these seven states is
doubtful. Similarly, Dandakaranya (a
massive forest) in four Naxalite-
affected states (Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Odisha and Telangana)
was historically known for wildlife —
tiger, leopard, elephant sloth bear, wild
buffalo, Indian gaur, deer and
antelopes. This region still has good
forests in an area of 152,864 km2 but
the leopard population is expected to
be below 2,000. The forests in the rest
of twelve leopard states have moder-
ate density of the cat. Increasing
human-leopard conflicts, frequent
straying of the animals to the fringe
areas of cities and villages and their
dispersion in new areas reveal that the
leopard is on a come-back trail in all
States, except the North-East of India
and Naxalite affected region in the
Central India.

Based on the recent survey using
camera image trap method in the tiger
States, leopard census in other states

and the recent (2018) reports of the
Chief Wildlife Wardens in the states,
the State-wise leopard population has
been presented in Table above.

During the last few decades,
leopards claimed maximum human
casualties after elephants among all
wild mammals in India. During
2000-15, on an average, about 90-100
people were killed {average of 96
annual humans death/year during
(2001-05)} and near thousand human
injuries annually by the leopards in
India, although it was less in 1970s but
over four times before the Second
World War. Maximum human attacks
have been recorded in Uttarakhand,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Himachal,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and
Jammu & Kashmir. In Uttarakhand,
the leopards attacked 874 humans
over a period of 14 years with an aver-
age of over 62 attacks per year. Over
300 people died due to leopard attack
during (2000-15) and 95 man-eating
leopards were hunted down.

Human killing by the leopard in
and around the Sanjay Gandhi
National Park near Mumbai is glob-
ally known. After removal of leopards

from several areas of high concentra-
tion zone, leopard attack on human
decreased but increased subsequent-
ly with increase of the leopard pop-
ulation in Maharashtra. The leopard’s
attack on humans has increased
again in the present decade as 97
deaths and 337 injuries to human due
to leopard attacks were reported
from the State during 2010-17. 

In Gujarat, the scale of leopard
rescue is going up. In 2016-17, a total
of 334 leopards were caged from the
villages in the state which further
increased to 451 leopards in 2017-18.
The increasing rescue operation of
leopard indicates the level of conflict
that the management has to deal with;
in 291 leopard attacks on human
beings during the last three years
(2015-17), 33 people died. In
Karnataka, a study (March 2013 to
April 2014) documented 245 leopard
attacks on humans and 56 leopards
capture in 14 months. It has been
reported that “near half of Karnataka
lives with leopards.” Himachal
Pradesh has witnessed 306 cases of
leopard attacks on humans during 10
years (2006-15) and many of them

died. The man-leopard conflict is
going up in the State.

Tea estates adjoining the forest-
ed areas in West Bengal were identi-
fied as conflict hotspots.  Between
April 2001 and March 2008, most
leopard attacks took place in the tea
gardens in the Western Doaars (90 per
cent of the 243 leopard attacks). Tea
gardens are prime places for conflicts
as leopards can prey upon cattle reared
by tea garden workers. Straying of the
leopard in urban areas of Mumbai,
Guwahati, Bengaluru, Shimla,
Vadodara, Junagadh, Dehradun,
Meerut and Darjeeling is very com-
mon. Human-leopard conflicts also
increased in Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan and some areas
of Uttar Pradesh. In other States in
India, the conflict level is low.

The Wildlife Protection Society
of India, New Delhi, has document-
ed leopard poaching and intentional
killing in India. During the last 23
years (1995-2017), a total of 4,373
leopards, at an annual average of 190
leopards, were poached or killed
intentionally in the country. Although
this rate of poaching of the leopard in
the country is shocking, the leopard
numbers have kept on increasing and
dispersing in the new areas in major-
ity of the States. TRAFFIC, India and
WWF India studies estimate a mas-
sive trade of illegal leopard body parts.
Many of the leopard’s body parts are
successfully smuggled to neighbour-
ing countries in Asia such as Nepal,
Myanmar, Laos and Tibet. Of leop-
ard body part seizures during the ten
years (2001-10), maximum seizures
were in Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Delhi, Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh and Himachal
Pradesh. Another key finding is that
leopard skins dominate the illegal
market of leopard body parts: 88.3 per
cent seizure incidents involved only
skins. An additional 5.5 per cent inci-
dents involved skins with other parts
such as claws, bones or skulls. Seizures
of bones are a very minor fraction.
The total estimated the illegal trade
of the body parts in ten years (2001-
10) was from about 2,295 leopards.
Since the seizures were only the part
of the illegal trade, it indicates a high
magnitude of trade in leopard body
parts in India. Despite this level of
poaching, the smart leopard has
managed to increase its population.

(This is the concluding article of
the two-part series on Indian leop-
ards. The first part appeared in these
columns on Wednesday, October
17.  The writer is Member, National
Board for Wild life.)
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October 16 is observed as World Food
Day in honour of the founding date
of the Food and Agriculture

Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations in
1945. The day is celebrated widely by many
organisations concerned with food security,
including the World Food Programme and
the International Fund for Agricultural
Development. The 2018 World Food Day cel-
ebrated recently  brought to light issues of food
security, agricultural production and nutri-
tion challenges amid worsening environmen-
tal conditions and climate change. The FAO
is engaged in finding solutions and strategies
to overcome hurdles on the path to ensure a
secure and nutritious food availability envi-
ronment for the global population.

As a part of this mandate, the FAO pub-
lished the latest 2018 State of Food and
Agriculture (SOFA) report which focused on
the role played by rural migration in both
developing and developed countries in food
security and nutrition for the migrants. In
developed regions, for instance, such as North
America and Europe, which have witnessed
rural depopulation, outside labour in the form
of international migrants constitutes the back-
bone of agricultural production. However,
these external agricultural labourers often work
in informal settlements and earn less.
According to FAO, these conditions can be
remedied by strengthening agricultural value
chains to create livelihood opportunities
beyond primary agriculture in rural areas.

The influx of rural population is putting
unimaginable pressure on urban areas and
its natural resources, leading to urban chaos
and sprawl. However, the FAO report pro-
poses measures, such as the creation of attrac-
tive livelihood opportunities in villages that
can help stem rural migration. In Andhra
Pradesh, the zero budget natural farming ini-
tiative  which encourages polycropping and
drought proofing in agriculture, has helped
reduce migration to a great extent by help-
ing farmers diversify income generation
through variety of crops. This in turn has

improved agricultural productivity and per
capita household income, thereby ensuring
better food security and nutrition. For gen-
erations, rural households have seen migra-
tion to urban areas as a time-tested risk man-
agement strategy for farming households to
overcome income uncertainty and food
insecurity. This needs to change.

Supplementing farmer’s non-agricul-
tural income is one way to create incentive
for people to stay in rural areas. Creating
opportunities in non-farm employment in
rural areas can be an important element of
the rural development strategy, especially in
the Indian context. This is crucial since rural
to urban migration has always been a mat-
ter of concern. As per the 2011 census report,
for instance, India saw a rural to urban migra-
tion of nearly 90 million people and this has
only risen over the years. This migrating pop-
ulace is greeted with scarce resources and dis-
mal nutrition and food security levels upon
their arrival in the urban areas. 

Often, environmental factors, like drought
and water scarcity, spark migration like in the
case of Anantapur district in Andhra Pradesh,
where recurring water availability issues have
led to frustrated population migrating towards
Bangalore and Hyderabad cities. To counter
this, the Government must focus on building

trenches, earthen bunds and farm ponds
under the watershed management pro-
gramme. The Government also needs to
undertake research studies that collect prima-
ry data on the impact of extreme weather
events on the rate of migration. This can help
build a direct relationship between migration
and its triggering factors. 

Gradual depopulation of rural areas is a
concerning prospect as much overpopulation
of the urban areas is. The abandoned terraced
agricultural hills in many locations of Tehri and
Garhwal in Uttarakhand are a sad example of
the local population shifting to the cities in huge
numbers. This exodus has led to, in some cases,
entire villages being abandoned and overrun
by nature and vegetation. Conditions are so dif-
ficult that it has now become a priority for the
local MLA’s to embark on repopulating the vil-
lages and restore the lost commerce and agri-
culture in the hill villages. Clearly, these con-
ditions cannot be allowed to play out in other
rural parts of the country.

Rural to urban migration in search of bet-
ter income, food security and nutrition is not
an India specific issue. In fact, human migra-
tion is now considered as the most severe con-
sequence of environmental change on popu-
lation. In recent decades, people migrating on
account of environmental degradation has con-
siderably spiked. This phenomenon is likely
to increase even more, given the projected con-
tinuation of both environmental and climate
change. This vicious cycle of failing environ-
ment and rising migration levels needs to be
broken by implementing effective agricultur-
al strategies as suggested by FAO and other
such measures that are India specific.

The diversity of India and the close rela-
tionships between environmental factors and
political, economic, and social factors dri-
ving migration make it challenging to iso-
late ‘pure’ environment-induced migration.
Environmental pressure supports out-migra-
tion, whereas in-migration can affect the
landscape at the migrant’s destination due
to over exploitation of local natural
resources. Thus, in-migration can acceler-
ate environmental degradation. These con-
ditions make it extremely challenging for the
Government to come to a robust policy and
strategy to deal with deteriorating environ-
ment and consequent migration. But the
challenge has to be met and overcome in the
best interests of man and nature.

(The writer is an environmental 
journalist)

Environment risks and migration 
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Leopards on the prowl again
Although the rate of poaching of the leopard in our country is shocking, numbers of the big 

cat are on the rise and they are dispersing in new areas in a majority of the States
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The good residents of Kolkata know how to cele-
brate, give them that. On Shashti, or the sixth day of
Durga Puja, on Monday, their indefatigable
approach towards going for an outing seems to have
gripped them renewed vigour as the oldest Metro
network in India registered a record footfall of more
than none lakh passengers in a single day. Talk
about knowing how to party!
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Shares of NIIT Technologies
on Wednesday rose over 5

per cent after the company
reported 66.3 per cent jump in
net profit for the quarter ended
September 30.

The stock soared 4.34 per
cent to close at �1,189.60 on
BSE. Intra-day, it jumped 6.56
per cent to �1,215.

On NSE, shares of the
company surged 5.14 per cent
to end at �1,198.

NIIT Technologies on
Wednesday reported 66.3 per
cent jump in net profit to �111.8
crore for the second quarter dri-
ven by strong demand across
sectors like BFSI and travel and
transportation.

The company had regis-
tered a net profit of �67.2
crore in the year-ago period, it
said in a regulatory filing. The
company’s revenues grew 23.1
per cent to �907.4 crore in the
reported quarter from �737.2
crore in the year-ago period. 

#,,"�"������������	*�
9:����;%������	���������

����� ������ !"

Cement maker ACC Ltd on Wednesday reported 15.20 per cent
increase in consolidated net profit at �209.14 crore for the

third quarter ended September 30, led by volume growth spurred
by higher demand. The company, which follows January-
December financial year, had posted a net profit of �181.53 crore
during the year-ago period, ACC said in a BSE filing.

Total income from operations was up 10.35 per cent to
�3,465.92 crore as against �3,140.76 crore in the September quar-
ter of 2017. ACC’s total expenses were at �3,160.38 crore as against
�2,877.00 crore. During the quarter, ACC’s cement sales were
up 9.89 per cent to 6.55 million tonne (MT) as against 5.96 MT
earlier.

“The company grew cement sales volume by 10 per cent dur-
ing the quarter spurred by higher demand,” said ACC in a post
earning statement.

ACC MD & CEO Neeraj Akhoury said:” Despite continu-
ing input cost headwinds, ACC has delivered consistent posi-
tive financial performance. We are also encouraged by the
Government’s push on infrastructure and affordable housing
which is driving growth in cement demand.”

During the reported quarter, revenue from cement was at
�3,184.64 crore, while Ready Mix concrete contributed �303.33
crore.

“The company’s Ready Mix concrete sales volumes grew 12
per cent driven by an increase in the sale of value added prod-
ucts and the addition of 8 new plants across the country,” said
ACC.Over the outlook, ACC said it will continue to maintain
its focus on operating efficiencies to improve performance.

“Demand drivers including growth in affordable and rural
housing segments as well as infrastructure projects will remain
healthy. We are optimistic that cement demand growth will
strengthen in the coming year,”  Akhoury said.
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Following the October 4
Supreme Court order link-

ing its eligibility to bid for Essar
Steel through bankruptcy
courts, ArcelorMittal
Wednesday said it will pay
�7,469 crore to the financial
creditors Uttam Galva and KSS
Petron, its two domestic sub-
sidiaries from which it had
claimed to have exited.

The NRI Laxmi Mittal-
owned company, which is the
world’s largest steel maker,
which has been on a murky
legal battle with other bidders,
especially the Russian VTB
Bank- promoted NuMetal, had
on April 2 submitted a proposal
to take over Essar Steel.

Of the �7,469 crore pay-
ment, around 80 per cent will be
used to settle the dues of Uttam
Galva and the rest 20 per cent for
KSS Petron, the company said.

ArcelorMittal has report-
edly submitted �42,000 crore to
the 10-million-tonne alloy mill
in Gujarat, which is one of the
newest steel mills set up by
Essar Steel, which owes over
�45,000 crore to a clutch of
lenders.

“Our board believes that
Essar Steel represents a unique
and compelling opportunity for
us to establish a significant

footprint, with substantial
expansion potential, in the high-
growth Indian steel market.

“Given the significant ben-
efits that Essar Steel would
bring to ArcelorMittal, making
this payment is an appropriate
course of action under the cir-
cumstances,” ArcelorMittal said
in a statement.

As per the Supreme Court
ruling, Essar Steel creditors
now have an eight-week peri-
od to accept what it considers
to be the best resolution plan
from eligible applicants.

ArcelorMittal and
Numetal, which was initially
promoted by Revant Ruia’s
shell company and subse-
quently exited and taken over
by the Russian lender VTB
Bank and some others, have
been in a bitter court battle to
establish their eligibility to bid
for the steel plant.

After losing their case in
NCLT and NCLAT, they had
moved the Supreme Court,
which on October 4 had allowed
them to bid provided they cleared
their dues to their lenders.

ArcelorMittal is the world’s
leading steel and mining com-
pany, with a presence in 60
countries and an industrial
footprint in 18 countries. When
it comes to coal mining, it is the
fifth largest globally.
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To bring further trans-
parency in sand mining

sector, the Punjab Cabinet on
Wednesday approved major
policy changes to enable the
Government to grant contracts
by auction of mining blocks in
strategically established clusters
through progressive bidding
instead of the earlier process of
auction by individual mines.

The decision came during
the Cabinet meeting held
Wednesday under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh.  

It was decided that the
new policy would come into
force two months after the
Cabinet approval to the Punjab
State Sand and Gravel Policy,
2018 and amendment to the
Punjab Minor Mineral Rules,
2013, the statement said.

The move would help sub-
stantially increase the royalty
receipt of the state exchequer,
provide adequate supply at fair
price to the consumer and
curb illegal mining, an official
statement said here.  

It has also been decided
that the department of mining
would launch an online Punjab
Sand portal for sale of sand to
all the consumers. 

All transactions/payments
will be captured through an
online real-time monitoring

system.  
The sale of sand would be

controlled by electronic docu-
mentation linked to the central
documentation, with modern
facility, and the daily progress
report would be uploaded on
the portal.    

As per the new policy, the
mining rights of concession
quantity of sand and gravel in
mining blocks identified by a
process would be put to bid-
ding through transparent e-
auction process, the statement
said.

Only registered compa-
nies, partnerships, societies
including cooperative societies,
sole proprietorship, individuals
and consortia of up to three
such entities would be eligible
to bid, subject to fulfilment of
certain conditions.

The average annual
turnover of the bidder during
the last three fiscal ending
March 31 should not be less
than 50 per cent of the reserve
price of the mining block he
bids for.  

Notably, during 2017-18,
four progressive bid e-auctions
of minor mineral mines were
held. Due to speculative bid-
ding in these auctions, it result-
ed in a significant number of
mines being auctioned at
increased prices.

However, many of the con-
tractors failed to operationalise

these mines, which led to dearth
of supply of sand and gravel,
causing the market price of
these commodities to trade at
higher levels, the statement said.

In the case of consortium,
the combined technical and
financial capacity of all the
members would be considered
for the eligibility, the statement
said.  

The new policy provides
for the quantity of sand and
gravel, to be called ‘annual
concession quantity’, that the
concessionaire shall be allowed
to mine per annum from a
block as detailed criteria given
for seven blocks of the state, the
statement said.  

The estimated available
quantity in each block is, how-
ever, indicative and it would be
the responsibility of the bidder
to make his own assessment of
it before bidding.  

The concessionaire would
be responsible to identify the
mines in the block allotted to
him, obtain consent of the
land owners, arrange for all the
infrastructural requirements
like a right of way and obtain
all clearances before the start-
ing of mining operations.

Both sand and gravel
would not be sold by the con-
cessionaire at the mining site at
more than �9 per cubic feet,
which includes cost of loading
on the vehicle.
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VMware an innovator in
enterprise software, on

Wednesday announced its plan-
to invest US $2 billion in

VMware-specific efforts in India
between now and 2023 as part of
the company’s overall global
investment strategy.

This investment will enable
the company to expand to new
offices in Bangalore and Pune as
well as increase headcount and
capital expenditure for both
R&D and to support its grow-
ing sales operations in India. 

“India is a key cornerstone
of our overall global investment
strategy, providing outstanding
engineering talent for our glob-
al R&D operations that are
helping to drive innovation
across our entire product port-
folio,” said Pat Gelsinger, CEO,
VMware. “VMware remains
committed to providing inno-
vative technologies that help
drive our customers’ digital
transformation.”
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The BSE benchmark Sensex
snapped its three-day gains,

plunging 383 points due to
heavy selling mainly in finan-
cial and auto stocks as rising
crude prices and rupee volatil-
ity spooked investors.

The flagship index swung
nearly 880 points both ways on
alternate bouts of buying and
selling during the session.

The NSE Nifty too fell by
131.70 points to slip below
10,500-mark. 

Intense selling pressure
was witnessed in select coun-
ters led by auto, realty and
oil&gas stocks.

Sentiments were also hurt
by liquidity concerns that
dragged down non-banking
financial stocks.

Meanwhile in the forex
market, the rupee after show-
ing strength in early session at
73.37, slipped 13 paise to 73.61
against the US dollar (intra-
day) too had its shadow on
equities.

Overall sentiment was cau-
tious as investors were on a
wait-and-watch mode ahead of
quarterly results from Reliance
Industries, to be released later
in the day, brokers said.

“Market slid below 10,500
mark as rise in oil price and
volatility in the rupee influ-
enced investors to book prof-
it. Global market remain
mixed ahead of the release of
FOMC minutes later in the
day to get cues about rate hike
trajectory,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Financial
Services, said.

After a gap up opening at
35,543.38 points, the Sensex
advanced to hit a high of
35,605.43 points in early trade
on the back of better-than-
expected Q2 earnings posted
by tech major Infosys on
Tuesday.

However, emergence of
selling by investors across-the-
board, mostly of a profit-book-
ing nature, gave up session’s
gain to hit a low of 34,727.16 in
late afternoon trade, before

settling 382.90 points, or 1.09
per cent, down at 34,779.58.

The index had risen near-
ly 1,161 points in the past
three sessions on the back of
unabated buying by domestic
institutional investors (DIIs)
and rebound in global equity
markets.

The broader NSE Nifty
too dived by 131.70 points, or
1.24 per cent, to close at
10,453.05. Intra-day, it
reclaimed the 10,700-mark to
scale a high of 10,710.15 and a
low of 10,436.45.

“A strong rupee and buoy-
ant global markets set the stage
for the Indian markets to trade
cheerfully in the morning.
Nifty did open with gusto,
though could not sustain and
fell more than 250 points from
the highs,” VK Sharma, Head
PCG & Capital Markets Group,
HDFC Securities, said.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) sold shares
worth �1,165.63 crore, while
domestic institutional investors
bought shares to the tune of
�1,059.44 crore on Tuesday, as
per provisional data available
on the BSE.

Shares of Reliance
Industries after initial firmness,
fell 1.27 per cent ahead of its
September quarter results. 
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The Punjab Government on
Wednesday decided to

amend the industrial policy to
give investment incentives by
way of Net SGST on intrastate
sales to promote business
enterprises in the State. 

The State Cabinet meeting,
chaired by Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh, also
approved global tendering for
the upcoming hi-tech cycle
valley on a 100-acre industrial
park in Ludhiana, an official
statement said here.

The Cabinet noted that
since the Government could
not give direct concessions to
industry in matters of land
acquisition, other incentives
should be provided through
amendment to the policy so
that both the state and the
industry get the best deal
through measures such as glob-
al tendering.

The Cabinet observed that
for effective implementation of
the policy there was need to
explicitly define and explain the
term ‘Net SGST Incentive’.

A series of meetings/con-
sultations were held among

departments of Excise and
Taxation, Finance, Industries
and Commerce and Investment
Promotion, the statement said.

After deliberations, a
detailed formula for different
eventualities was finalized in
the meeting under the chair-
manship of the Finance
Minister.

According to the new for-
mula, incentive amount would
be calculated based on output
IGST (or CGST+SGST), that
would be called GST rate for
formula, the statement said.

Overall quantum and/or
period for claim of incentives
shall remain same as defined in
IBDP-2017 (as amended from
time to time) for the respective
category.

Availing of incentives up to
the overall ceiling i.E. 200 per
cent/125 per cent/100 per cent of
FCI, as applicable, shall depend
on the capacity utilization of the
unit during the eligibility period,
the statement said.

The incentive under the
present policy would only be
applicable for such investment
proposals where Common
Application Form has been
submitted by March 31, 2020.
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Shares of Infosys ended over
1 per cent higher on

Wednesday after the company
posted a better-than-expected
10.3 per cent net profit growth
for the second quarter.

The stock trimmed most of
its early gains and ended at
�704.50, up 1.16 per cent on
BSE. Intra-day, it surged 3.53
per cent to �721. At NSE,
shares of the company went up
1.47 per cent to close at �705.50.

In terms of equity volume,
11.46 lakh shares of the com-
pany were traded on BSE and
over 2 crore shares changed
hands at NSE during the day.

Sanjeev Hota, AVP
Research at Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas, said Infosys had deliv-
ered “better than expected
numbers on topline and bot-
tomline front for second quar-
ter, though margins perfor-
mance missed the mark”.

India’s second-largest soft-
ware services exporter Tuesday
posted 10.3 per cent net prof-
it growth in the second quar-
ter after margins were boosted
by large deal wins and reiter-
ated its revenue forecast for full
year.
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Welspun Group Chairman
Balkrishan Goenka on

on Wednesday assumed charge
as the President of industry
chamber Assocham.

Goenka succeeds Monnet
Ispat & Energy Chairman and
MD Sandeep Jajodia in the role. 

In a statement issued by the
chamber, Goenka shared that
Assocham has formulated a
new vision called ‘4-SIGHT’
based on the four pillars of
entrepreneurship, digitisation,
women empowerment and sus-
tainability. “Within each of
these areas we will have a
focussed approach so that we
can play an important role with
industry and Government,” he
said. Inspired by his father’s flair
for business, Goenka began his
entrepreneurial journey at the
age of 19.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED)

Wednesday seized assets worth
over �218 crore, including dia-
monds and flats abroad, in the
nearly �13,000 crore loan fraud
case probe, the agency said.

It said three provisional
orders under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) were issued by the
central investigative agency’s
zonal office in Mumbai for
attachment of the proper-
ties.

The beneficiaries of these
assets put under attachment, it
said, are absconding diamond
jeweller Mehul Choksi, Mihir
Bhansali, a close aide and US-
based executive of main
accused in the case Nirav Modi,
and a company named A P

Gems and Jewellery Park
linked to Choksi.

The total value of the
attached and seized assets is
�218.46 crore, the ED said.

The attached properties
include a �51 crore flat of
Bhansali in a foreign country
and the agency said it was pur-
chased by him and his wife
jointly. It was not immediate-
ly clear as to which country this
asset is based in.

“Bhansali is a close confi-
dante of Nirav Modi and ben-
eficiary of the scam. He was
actively involved in the diver-
sion of funds received from
PNB’s LoU’s (letters of under-
taking),” the ED said in a state-
ment.

Similarly, a villa valued at
�27 crore of Choksi in an
undisclosed country has also
been attached.
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The commerce ministry is
working on a new World

Trade Organisation (WTO)-
compliant export incentive
scheme for merchandise ship-
ments to replace the existing
MEIS, an official said.

Currently, exporters of
goods avail incentives under
the Merchandise Exports from
India Scheme (MEIS). In this,
the government provides duty
benefits depending on product
and country.

“The work is going on for
the drafting of the new scheme,
which will replace the existing
MEIS. It will be finalised soon.
It could be named as rebate of
levies,” the official said.

The WTO is a Geneva-
based 164 member body which
frames rules and norms for
global exports and imports.
India is a member of this
multi-lateral body since
January 1, 1995.

The formulation of the
new export incentive scheme

also assumes significance as the
US has dragged India to the
WTO’s dispute settlement
mechanism over export subsi-
dies, saying that these incen-
tives were harming American
companies. 

The US has challenged
India’s export subsidy pro-
grammes such as MEIS in the
WTO, asserting that these ini-
tiatives harm its companies by
creating an uneven playing
field. 

Other export benefit pro-
grammes including Export
Oriented Units Scheme,
Electronics Hardware
Technology Parks Scheme;
Special Economic Zones;
Export Promotion Capital
Goods Scheme; and duty free
imports have been challenged
by the US.

According to Federation of
Indian Export Organisations
(FIEO), the new scheme should
include refund of indirect taxes
like on oil and power; state
levies such as ‘mandi’ tax and
embedded tax.
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India’s largest infrastructure
conglomerate Adani Group
and French energy giant

Total SA on Wednesday
announced a partnership to
develop liquefied natural gas
(LNG) import terminals and
fuel retailing network in India.

Total, which had a few
weeks back exited Royal Dutch
Shell-led Hazira LNG import
terminal in Gujarat, will join
Adani in developing a 5 million
tonnes a year import facility at
Dhamra in Odisha.

The two will also set up a
joint venture to roll out a fuel
retail network of 1,500 outlets,
mostly on highways, in the next
10 years, Adani and Total said in
a joint statement.

While the two firms did not
indicate details of the deal,
including how much stake Total
was picking up, sources privy to
the development said the agree-
ment signed was a preliminary
collaboration pact and details
would be announced later.

Also, Total is eyeing a stake
in city gas distribution projects
of Adani but talks are stuck on
valuation.

“Adani and Total have
signed an agreement to jointly
develop multi-energy offerings
to the Indian energy market. The
diversified portfolio includes

LNG and fuel retail,” the state-
ment said.

Total, the world’s second-
largest LNG private player, and
USD 11 billion Adani Group,
which has interests in energy,
infrastructure, ports and edible
oil, “will serve the fast-growing
gas demand of the Indian mar-
ket,” it said. “The partnership has
set a target of developing vari-
ous regasification terminals
including Dhamra LNG on the
east coast of India,” it added.
“Most essentially, it would be a
big stride towards India’s vision
of achieving a healthier energy
mix through the promotion of
LNG.”

Also, Total and Adani will
create a joint venture to build a
retail network of 1,500 service
stations over the period of 10
years, on the main roads of the
country such as highways and
intercity connections to take
advantage of a market that is
growing at 4 per cent per year
driven by the development of
road infrastructures and the
emergence of middle class.

“These new service stations,
in line with international stan-
dards, will offer Indian cus-
tomers Total’s full lineup of
fuels, lubricants, as well as a
broad range of other products
and services,” the statement
said.

Adani holds a 25 per cent

stake in just-completed 5 million
tonnes a year liquefied natural
gas (LNG) import terminal at
Mundra in Gujarat. It is also
building a similar capacity LNG
import terminal at Dhamra in
Odisha at a cost of �5,100 crore
by 2021.

Sources said Total may take
buy some of Adani’s stake in the
two terminals.  It is also looking
at buying a 50 per cent stake in
under-construction LPG import
terminal that Adani is building
at Mundra in Gujarat as well as
a stake in Adani’s flourishing city
gas distribution projects.

While the Mundra LNG ter-
minal has Gujarat State
Petroleum Corp (GSPC) as the
lead partner, Adani is building
a new LPG import facility at the
same port with a total capacity
to 3.56 million tonnes per
annum. The LPG terminal is to
be completed by next month.

Adani Gas, a subsidiary of
Adani Enterprises Ltd, is devel-
oping city gas distribution
(CGD) networks to supply the
piped natural gas (PNG) to
industrial, commercial, domes-
tic (residential) units and com-
pressed natural gas (CNG) to the
transport sector. It already has
set up city gas distribution net-
works in Ahmedabad and
Vadodara in Gujarat, Faridabad
in Haryana and Khurja in Uttar
Pradesh.

In the recently concluded
CGD bid round, it won rights to
13 cities on its own and anoth-
er nine in joint venture with
state-owned Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC). These are in
addition to the 50:50 Adani-IOC
joint venture winning rights to
develop CGD network in
Allahabad, Chandigarh,
Ernakulam, Panipat, Daman,
Dharwad, and Udhamsingh
Nagar in previous bid rounds.

Total chairman and CEO
Patrick Pouyanne had on
Tuesday stated that the French
company was “very interested”
in investing in downstream sec-
tors in India, including LNG ter-
minals. “City gas is interesting
business” that can use the
imported LNG, he had said
without giving details.

He had stated that Total
does not qualify for a licence to
retail petrol and diesel in the
country as it does not meet the
�2,000 crore minimum invest-
ment threshold set for such a
permit. But with Adani, which
has already invested many times
more than that amount in oil
and gas infrastructure, it will
qualify for a retail license.

India is looking at more
than doubling the share of nat-
ural gas in its energy basket to
15 per cent in the next few years
and is giving a major push to city
gas distribution projects. 
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NIIT Technologies on
Wednesday reported

66.3% jump in net profit to
�111.8 crore for the quarter
ended September 30, 2018,
driven by strong demand
across sectors like BFSI and
travel and transportation.

The company had regis-
tered a net profit of �67.2
crore in the year-ago period, it
said in a regulatory filing. The
company’s revenues grew
23.1% to �907.4 crore in the
reported quarter from �737.2
crore in the year-ago period. 

On sequential basis, net
profit was up 30.3%, while
revenue was higher 10%.
Digital revenues grew
11.6%sequentially contribut-
ing to 28% of the total revenues. 

NIIT Technologies CEO
Sudhir Singh said the growth had
been driven by the restructured
leadership team, differentiated
strategy and focussed execution
by the team. “The extremely
robust 10% sequential revenue
growth and the 217 basis points
sequential improvement in oper-
ating margin is a reflection of the
new normal as we target pre-
dictable and fast scaling prof-
itable growth,” he said.

Singh noted that the recent

rupee fall has not had a major
impact on the numbers as on
a constant currency basis, the
company saw 7.6% sequential
growth. He added that “broad-
based de-risked growth” across
all verticals and significant
investments in building differ-
entiated capability, while simul-
taneously improving margin
profile were factors contribut-
ing to the strong set of numbers.

Singh said the deal pipeline
remained strong across geo-
graphies with acceleration in
demand for digital services.

The company booked fresh
business of USD 160 million
during the quarter, which
included 10 new logos. Of this,
USD 86 million was from the
US, USD 39 million from
EMEA and USD 35 million
from Rest of the World (RoW).
Order book executable over the
next 12 months has expanded
to USD 363 million, the com-
pany said.

“Significant increase in
new logo acquisition, acceler-
ating order book generation
and new leadership firmly in
position have materially
improved the business profile
of the company,” said Arvind
Thakur, vice-chairman and
managing director at NIIT
Technologies.
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New Delhi: Taiwanese mobile phone maker Asus aims to
garner 5% share of the hyper-competitive Indian smartphone
market as it ramps up product portfolio in the country.  The com-
pany has seen strong traction for its recent launches like Zenfone
Max Pro and Zenfone 5Z and is confident that it can exit the
year with 5% market share, Asus India head (mobile business)
Dinesh Sharma said. With an eye on sub-�10,000 segment hand-
set segment, which account for over 50% of smartphone users,
the company on Wednesday unveiled two 4G smartphones,
Zenfone Lite and Max, for �5,999 and �7,499 a unit. These smart-
phones will be available on e-commerce portal Flipkart. 
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New Delhi: Welspun Group chairman Balkrishan Goenka
on Wednesday assumed charge as the president of industry cham-
ber Assocham. Goenka succeeds Monnet Ispat & Energy chair-
man and MD Sandeep Jajodia in the role.  In a statement issued
by the chamber, Goenka shared that Assocham has formulated
a new vision called ‘4-SIGHT’ based on the four pillars of entre-
preneurship, digitisation, women empowerment and sustainability. 
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New Delhi: Swiss power major ABB on Wednesday said

it had won an order worth �115 crore from Indian Railways
to supply traction transformers. The contract has been award-
ed by Diesel Locomotive Works, Varanasi, ABB said in a
statement. These transformers are customised for the WAP-
7 type electric locomotive. The 6,000 horsepower capacity
locomotive is capable of hauling 24 coaches at speed of up
to 140 km per hour. The project is part of the ‘Mission
Electrification’ initiative of the Indian Railways, which aims
to convert an additional 24,000 km of railway network from
fuel oil to electrification. 
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New Delhi: Consumer electrical goods maker Havells India

on Wednesday reported 4.44% rise in standalone net profit to
�178.62 crore for the second quarter ended September 30, 2018.
The company had posted a net profit of %171.02 crore for the
same period a year ago, Havells India said in a filing to BSE.
Standalone revenue from operations stood at �2,190.99 crore
as against �1,777.36 crore in September quarter 2017.
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AChinese mining company
has claimed to have suc-

cessfully test-fired a superson-
ic missile, touted as a potential
competitor to the Indo-Russian
joint venture BrahMos missile,
according to the official media
here.

The test conducted on
Monday at a discreet location
in North China verified the
launch, power and flight con-
trol systems, state-run Global
Times reported while indicat-
ing that Beijing’s all-weather
ally, Pakistan could be one of its
buyers.

All parameters for the
supersonic flight of the HD-1
missile achieved their estimat-
ed values, it quoted a statement
released by Guangdong
Hongda Blasting Company
located in southern China.

“The test flight shows that
the HD-1’s core components
are now mature, with its aero-
dynamic design, materials and
overall structure already proven
viable,” Wei Dongxu, a Beijing-
based military analyst, told the
daily.

Hongda independently
invested in and developed the
HD-1 missile, the statement
said.

Wei said the mining com-
pany’s move to build and test a
supersonic missile is an excel-
lent example of military-civil-
ian integration.

Established in 1988,

Hongda is a mining company
based in Guangzhou, capital of
South China’s Guangdong
Province that also manufac-
tures blasting and military
equipment.

The HD-1’s advanced solid
fuel ramjet needs less fuel than
its competitors, rendering the
lighter missile able to fly faster
and farther, Wei said.

After governmental
approval, Hongda intends to
sign deals and mass-produce the
HD-1 for export, the repot said.

There are not many such
supersonic missiles available on
the international defence mar-
ket, Wei said.

Pakistan and West Asian
countries are likely to show
interest given the weapon’s
potential to break anti-missile
systems at supersonic speeds,
he said, claiming that the new
missile could be cheaper than
the BrahMos.

“The BrahMos missile is a
more expensive, less useful
supersonic cruise missile devel-
oped by India and Russia,”
Wei claimed.

Hongda will participate in
Airshow China 2018 in Zhuhai,
South China’s Guangdong
Province next month, a com-
pany spokesperson said.

The HD-1 is a comprehen-
sive weapon system consisting of
missile, launch, command and
control, target indication and
comprehensive support systems,
Hongda had said in a separate
statement released earlier.

The HD-1 can be adapted
to aircraft and ships as well as
the basic ground-based vehicle
version, the company said.

The total investment in
HD-1 is expected to top 1.3 bil-
lion yuan (about USD 188
million).
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Aserial killer of minor girls
was executed at a jail in

Lahore on Wednesday after he
was convicted and sentenced to
death by an anti-terrorism
court for raping and murder-
ing a seven-year-old girl, in an
incident that sparked outrage
and violent protests in Pakistan
early this year.

Imran Ali, 24, who was
convicted for the rape and
murder of the minor girl in
Kasur city, some 50-km from
Lahore, was hanged at 5.30am
in the presence of the victim’s
father Amin Ansari and mag-
istrate Adil Sarwar in Kot
Lakhpat Central Jail. The girl’s
uncle was also present at the jail.

A resident of Kasur, Imran
was accused of being involved
in at least nine incidents of
rape-cum-murder of minors.
The court has given its verdict
in five cases. The incident trig-
gered nation-wide street
protests in Pakistan with peo-
ple demanding a harsh pun-
ishment for the convict. 
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President Donald Trump on Tuesday
criticised rapidly mounting global

condemnation of Saudi Arabia over the
mystery of missing journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, warning of a rush to judgment
and echoing the Saudis’ request for
patience.

In an interview with The Associated
Press, Trump compared the case of
Khashoggi, who Turkish officials have said
was murdered in the Saudis’ Istanbul con-
sulate, to the allegations of sexual assault
levelled against Supreme Court Justice
Brett Kavanaugh during his confirmation
hearing.

“I think we have to find out what hap-
pened first,” Trump said. “Here we go again
with, you know, you’re guilty until proven
innocent. I don’t like that. We just went
through that with Justice Kavanaugh and
he was innocent all the way as far as I’m
concerned.” 

Trump’s remarks were his most robust
defence yet of the Saudis, a US ally he has
made central to his West Asia agenda. 

They put the president at odds with
other key allies and with some leaders in
his Republican Party who have con-
demned the Saudi leadership for what they
say is an obvious role in the case. 

Trump appeared willing to resist the
pressure to follow suit, accepting Saudi
denials and their pledge to investigate.

The Oval Office interview came not
long after Trump spoke Tuesday with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman  of
whom Khashoggi has been a harsh critique.

He spoke by phone a day earlier with
King Salman, and he said both deny any
knowledge of what happened to Khashoggi.
After speaking with the king, Trump float-
ed the idea that “rogue killers” may have
been responsible for the disappearance. The
president told on Tuesday that that descrip-
tion was informed by his “feeling” from his
conversation with Salman and that the king
did not use the term.

In Turkey earlier Tuesday, a high-level
Turkish official told that investigators

searching the Saudi Consulate had found
evidence that Khashoggi was killed there.

Also Tuesday, Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo met with the king and crown
prince in Riyadh and said the Saudis had
already started a “serious and credible
investigation” and seemed to suggest it
could lead to people within the kingdom. 

The secretary of state noted that the
Saudi leaders, while denying knowledge of
anything that occurred inside the con-
sulate, had committed to accountability
“including for Saudi Arabia’s senior lead-
ers or senior officials.” 

Pompeo was heading next to Turkey,
where officials have accused the Saudis of
using a 15-member team to kill Khashoggi
inside the consulate.

Trump said he hoped the Saudis’
own investigation of Khashoggi’s disap-
pearance would be concluded in “less than
a week.” In the meantime, there were signs
at home that Trump’s party was growing
uncomfortable with his willingness to
defend the Saudis.
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An Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISIS), which also

known as Daesh, mastermind
named as Abu Zahi and linked
to a deadly attack last month in
southern Iran, was killed along
with “four other terrorists” in
Iraq Tuesday, the elite
Revolutionary Guards said in a
statement.

The five were killed “during
a reconnaissance and surprise
operation by forces of the resis-
tance this morning in Iraq’s
Diyalah province,” northeast
of Baghdad, the statement said.

The “resistance” is a term
used for militias operating in
Iraq and Syria with Tehran’s
support, and trained by the
Revolutionary Guards. Abu
Zahi was “the mastermind of
the recent terrorist crime in
Ahvaz,” the statement added.

The attack on a military
parade in the mainly ethnic
Arab city of Ahvaz in south-
western Iran left 24 people
dead last month.

Claims of responsibility
for that attack were posted by
both the jihadists of the Islamic
State group and by a separatist
group calling itself Ahvaz
National Resistance.

On October 1, Iran said it
had struck jihadists in Syria
with ballistic missiles and com-
bat drones in retaliation for the
September attack.
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Tehran: Iran has been playing it
cool as it watches the furore over
the disappearance of writer Jamal
Khashoggi create a crisis for its
regional rival Saudi Arabia.

As of Wednesday, the
Government had yet to make
any official comment on the
alleged murder of Khashoggi
who vanished after entering the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul on
October 2.

Barraged by questions at
his weekly press conference on
Monday, Foreign Ministry
spokesman Bahram Ghasemi
said only that Iran was moni-
toring events.

The Iranian press has been
reprinting the gruesome claims
from Turkish and other inter-
national sources that Khashoggi
was tortured and dismembered
inside the consulate, and on
Wednesday alleged a cover-up by
Riyadh and Washington.

“US, Turkey and Saudi col-
luding to close the murder case of
Jamal Khashoggi,” read the head-
line on Wednesday’s Jomhour-i
Eslami as it reported on US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s
visit to Riyadh and Ankara.AFP
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Saudi Arabia promised to
ensure a thorough probe

and accountability over a miss-
ing Saudi journalist but stood
by denials the kingdom killed
him, US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said Wednesday,
as he paid a supportive visit to
the under-fire ally.

President Donald Trump
dispatched Pompeo on an
urgent mission to Riyadh to
defuse a crisis over Jamal
Khashoggi, an insider turned
critic of the conservative
monarchy who was last seen on
October 2 when he entered the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul to
sort out marriage paperwork.

After a full day of talks, a
statement from Pompeo and a
tweet by Trump said that the
Saudi leadership “strongly
denied knowledge of what took
place” in the consulate, without
outright rejecting that an inci-
dent occurred.

Officials in Turkey, where
Pompeo heads on Wednesday,
say that the Saudis killed
Khashoggi inside the consulate. 
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Iran called new US sanctions
against its paramilitary Basij

group an act of “blind vindic-
tiveness” on Wednesday.

“America’s new sanctions
are a clear insult to interna-
tional and legal mechanisms
and a result of the American
government’s blind vindictive-
ness against the Iranian nation,”
said Foreign Ministry
spokesman Bahram Ghasemi.

He called Washington’s
“lack of adherence to interna-
tional legal mechanisms” a
threat not only “to the Iranian
people’s interests but also the
world’s stability and security.” 

On Tuesday, the US
Treasury Department slapped
sanctions on the Basij paramil-
itary group along with a net-
work of more than 20 businesses
that were providing it financing.

The US pulled out of
nuclear accord between Iran and
six world powers in May and is
reimposing punishing sanctions
on the West Asian country,
hoping to pressure Tehran into
what President Donald Trump
calls a “better deal”.
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Nearly a century of mari-
juana prohibition came to

an end Wednesday as Canada
became the first major Western
nation to legalise and regulate
its sale and recreational use.

The change was praised by
pot enthusiasts and investors in
a budding industry that has
seen pot stocks soar on the
Toronto and New York stock
exchanges, but sharply ques-
tioned by some health profes-
sionals and opposition politi-
cians.

“We’re not legalising
cannabis because we think it’s

good for our health. We’re
doing it because we know it’s
not good for our children,”
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
said on the eve of the reform.

“We know we need to do a
better job to protect our chil-
dren and to eliminate or mas-
sively reduce the profits that go
to organized crime.” The
Cannabis Act, which fulfills a
promise Trudeau made in the
2015 election campaign, makes

Canada only the second
nation after Uruguay to legal-
ize the drug.

Its implementation will be
scrutinized and dissected by
Canadians ahead of the next

election in 2019, as well as
other nations that the prime
minister has said may follow
suit if the measure proves a suc-
cess.

Trudeau himself admitted
in 2013 to having smoked pot
five or six times in his life,
including at a dinner party with
friends after being elected to
parliament.

He has also said that his
late brother Michel was facing
marijuana possession charges
for a “tiny amount” of pot
before his death in an
avalanche in 1998, and that this
influenced his decision to pro-
pose legalizing cannabis.
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Sri Lankan Government on
Wednesday rejected as  “base-

less and false” the media reports
that President Maithripala
Sirisena accused India’s Research
and Analysis Wing (RAW) of
plotting his assassination and he
opposed awarding a key port
project to India.

The media reports came
ahead of Sri Lankan Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s visit to New
Delhi for talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
speed up India-backed projects,
including the East Terminal
project, in the island nation.

Sirisena accused his senior
coalition partner, the United
National Party (UNP), of not
taking seriously an alleged
conspiracy to kill him and for-
mer secretary to the ministry of
defence, Gotabhaya Rajapaksa,
the economynext.Com report-
ed quoting a ministerial source
after a heated Cabinet meeting
on Tuesday.
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When the trailer of Amit
Ravindernath Sharma’s

Badhaai Ho! aired, it created an
instant buzz. The audience won-
dered about the repercussions of
having a child late in life. What
age is it too late to have a baby?
When is a mother too old to
have another child? Are your
parents too old to still love each
other and express it in bed? 

The idea wasn’t something
new but is a “real phenomenon”
that is usually kept under wraps.
Amit  explains that the storyline
originally came from Akshat
Ghildial, the writer of the film,
who had written it as an ad film
in 2012 which was “luckily”
never made. “In 2015, he narrat-
ed a one-line story of a 50-year-
old mother getting pregnant. We
realised that this hasn’t been
taken up and it’s the only reason
that it should be. We wanted to
do a film that shows all these
aspects but isn’t vulgar. We did-
n’t want to make anything seri-
ous. We worked on the script for
two and a half years to give it a
comic touch,” he says.

After the trailer launch,
Amit reveals that they received
a number of calls from people
“who told us that the story
looked identical to their lives.
We just don’t talk about it nowa-
days.” He gives an example from
his family, “My grandmother
and her mother were pregnant
at the same time.”

As was evident from the
trailer, the film talks about the
embarrassment an elderly cou-
ple, their children and family,
neighbours and friends face. It
makes one ponder about what
happens if your parents get
pregnant when you’re already
grown up? Amit says he doesn’t
aim to teach “ki abhi bhi iss umar
mein bache paida karo (have
babies in this old age), but we
want to make the audience
understand that if still there’s
love between your parents,
what’s the harm in it? We are not
preaching. Everyone has a differ-
ent point of view and the film
aims to break the stereotypes.”

Talking about breaking
taboos through progressive cin-
ema, Ayushmann Khurrana is
one of the first names that
comes to mind. Many of his
films like Vicky Donor, Shubh
Mangal Savdhaan, Dum Laga Ke
Haisha and now Badhaai Ho

venture into the territory.
So why is it that we always

find him unlocking such doors?
Is there a particular selection
process that he goes through
while choosing his roles and
films? For Ayushmann, a new
concept is important and he
believes that everyone should be
selective. “To be clutter-breaking
and to do something different,
always attracts me.” It’s a two-
way process. “I choose such
films because such films also
come to me. When I started out,
I was on the track of unconven-
tional roles.  I just wanted to
have best script choices.”

He believes that actors
become specific to “their kind of
zones” after playing certain roles.
For instance, if Varun Dhawan
worked in Sui Dhaaga and
October, Tiger Shroff is mostly
seen in action films. “Hence, an
actor starts to trend a journey
from their first film. I did Vicky
Donor and Shubh Mangal
Savdhaan, and also Andhadhun,
which is quite different from the
other two. My zone and prefer-
ence is to work on slice-of-life
and taboo-breaking cinematic
films. I am happy to be a part of
progressive cinema. Badhaai
Ho! is different.” 

The film raises questions
about old-age pregnancy which
might make the audience think
twice before heading to the the-
atres with their families. But the

star cast assures that it is a “fam-
ily movie,” which could be
watched with everyone without
any awkwardness. Amit says,
“The film talks about love
between an elderly couple.
Moreover, the society today has
really evolved in terms of talk-
ing about things in open as com-
pared to earlier times.”

For Ayushmann, the awk-
ward aspect in the film is not
that huge as compared to his
other films like Shubh Mangal
Savdhan or Vicky Donor, where
“there was a need to explain the
kids about a sperm donor or
erectile dysfunction. This film is
just about pregnancy and every-
one knows how it happens.
There’s no such dialogue in the
film which is cringe-worthy or
vulgar, just like the previous
movies.” 

Ayushmann, last seen in
Andhadhun playing the role of
a visually challenged man, shares
how difficult it was to pretend to
be one, “I had to meet blind stu-
dents and observe them. I had to
be trained as a pianist in the
film. Combining both was dif-
ficult as I had to play a piano
without looking at it. So I had to
practice for three months for six
hours a day.”

The film also stars Neena
Gupta and Gajraj Rao in lead
roles, who play the 50-year-old
pregnant parents. For Neena,
who was last seen in Mulk, this

role was the best experience in
her acting career.

“I have always wanted to do
this kind of a role in a middle
class background but was never
offered one because of my
image. I was really excited after
reading the script.”

If you ask her about the
problems that she faced while
acting as an old and pregnant
woman, she says, “There was a
slight physical discomfort in
the beginning around my waist
due to the velcro that would
pierce my skin and sometimes I
would sweat, but then it grew into
a habit. And the process became
easier with time.”

As the #MeToo movement is
increasingly gaining prominence
in the country, the star cast trio
share a word of what they feel
about the revolution. Gajraj Rao,
“It was overdue. Just like we do
pest control in our homes every six
months, it should be done in the
human society as well. Now the
way women and even men, to
some extent, are coming out to
speak against harassment and it
looks like those who harassed are
afraid to do anything. They will
think at least 50 times before
doing something. A young girl is
told not to discuss if anyone
harasses her. It is considered a
taboo. But every child should be
taught that it is important to speak
up. She will be able to react at the
right time when she grows up.”

Ayushmann adds, “It’s not just
in Bollywood but everywhere,
and it should be everywhere. It’s
just that people in public eye have
been affected the most since. We
have a very strict patriarchal
society since time immemorial.
So it takes a lot of courage for a
woman to come up about some-
thing that has happened to her in
the past. It’s a very good move-
ment.”

Neena says, “It’s a power
game. Women are speaking up
after 15-20 years because when
it happened they were not in a
position to speak up and nobody
would have even believed them.
The one in power would always
try to shut them in public. But
now that they are established
and powerful enough, they feel
empowered to speak. They are
finally raising their voices and it
is really good. We need to listen
to them and believe them.”
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Born into a family with a
lineage of over 150 years,

Rajaswee Zaveri, the grand-
daughter of Padmashree
Kishorebhai Zaveri and the
great-great-grand daughter
of Tribhovandas Bhimji
Zaveri, is the sixth genera-
tion member to join the
family enterprise of fashion
jewelry. She recently
revealed an exquisite pre-
view of the new Bridal
Collection of TBZ (Delhi)
along with her own stand-
out collection for the mod-
ern women—Rajaswee by
TBZD.
“I have always been fascinat-
ed with the history of jew-
ellery in our country; the
craftsmanship, techniques
and the various kinds of
gems and metals that entail
this industry. I am blessed to
be born in a family where I
had the opportunity to see
different kinds of tradition-
al and modern jewellery
and study their intricate
designs and patterns very
closely.”
Rajaswee’s lineage has
enabled her to look at things
with detail and facilitated
her education. After success-
fully completing the under-
graduate course in visual arts
and photography from the
UK, she returned to India
and opened her photogra-
phy company—‘Kaiross’,
which has completed a wide
array of projects both com-
mercial and artistic in a
short span of time. It was
during this period that she
shot an advertisement for
TBZD. “This shoot resulted
in my understanding of the
intricacies of jewellery and
the keen interest led me to
educate myself about the
various types and cuts of

diamonds, slowly progress-
ing to grading and then
their designing. The glitter
and shine of gold and the
possibilities of it working
beautifully with diamonds
were the natural progression
of my thought process. The
fact that I had a ready-made
school in TBZD gave wings
to the flight of my imagina-

tion and soon I was curating
and consulting the brand’s
jewellery pieces”, she said.
Her vision became clearer
with her designs coming to
life and thus resulted in the
creation of her own line.
TBZD has served its clients
for generations and this
addition to the lineage with
a contemporary and modern
outlook is expected to do
justice to the rich legacy of
excellence that the brand is
known for. Rajaswee added,
“The shifting relationship
dynamic, women’s expand-
ing roles in society and the
changing perceptions of
femininity are creating new
motivations for jewellery
acquisitions. I wanted to
create a line of exquisite
uncut diamond jewellery
which is modern yet time-
less, makes a statement yet
is relatively affordable.” She
further explained her line of
thought and said that every
woman more than once in
her life, has felt the excruci-
ating pain of aching ears
while removing heavy ear-
rings after a long day/night
and she realised that for
her collection of jewellery
comfort and look for the
wearer was the essential dri-
ving force. “Fashion can
look and feel beautiful with-
out being painful. I have
always felt that simplicity
and elegance is what appeals
to my sense of aesthetics as
a designer. While creating
each piece in my collection,
I wanted to make sure that
my buyer is not restricted to
a certain color or type of
clothing while wearing the
jewellery. I was attracted to
the uncut diamonds for my
line  because of the perfec-
tion that lies within their
imperfections. It comes in all
shapes and sizes, it’s a little
rough around the edges but
it is the toughest rock on
earth and a statement of
femininity,” explained
Rajaswee.
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Reading Indian history is
often a precarious

proposition and more often
than not, it has been beaten
into bland and boring sub-
mission, with hardly any
flavour to it and only endless
pages of dates and dynasties.
In an attempt to change this
perception of the subject
and bring about a refreshing
change to its study, the two
BBC Mastermind quiz

c h a mp i o n s — A r c h a n a
Garodia Gupta and Shruti
Garodia, have launched a
two-volume set of books—
‘The History of India for
Children’ (Vol 1 and Vol 2),
which takes the readers,
both young and old, on an
enlightening and entertain-
ing journey through India's
past.

The books are sweeping
in their scope, arching from
as far back as the continen-
tal drift, before humans had
evolved, down to the present
day. The authors do not
limit themselves to endless
wars and politics. Each chap-
ter delves into the economy,
society and culture of the
age, and also how the people
lived, what they wore and
ate. They are andid and
chatty, peppering each chap-
ter with unusual facts. Their
deprecating humour brings
India’s rulers and leaders to

life with little anecdotes
about their quirks like
Gandhi’s witty one-liners,
Akbar’s insane energy and
Shivaji’s sheer audacity.
However, it is important to
note that one is not mislead
by the title which says ‘for
children’ as it packs a solid
punch for adults as well.
Each page yields at least one
fascinating fact. For instance,
who knew that there were
banks that gave loans in the
500 BC including to an
Indian lady in Iraq, who then
opened the world’s first
Indian restaurant abroad? It
is fascinating to realise that
the staple dishes like chivra
and moori have been around
since the Vedic times, while
the beloved chili pepper only

came with the Portuguese,
and a national favourite like
paneer makhani is less than
a century old. Throughout
the books, there is a marked
focus on the deep connec-
tion between India and the
outside world since antiqui-
ty, covering facts like how
Indian trade is mentioned in
the Bible and that since so
much Roman gold flowed
into India for its fine cotton
textiles that the emperors of
Rome tried to ban trade
with India.

These books give the
students, parents and the
teachers a chance to really
start enjoying the Indian
history and are a valuable
addition to their book-
shelves.
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The Union Minister of
Agriculture and Farmer’s
Welfare Radha Mohan

Singh, believes that efforts of
many farmers and the tech-
niques developed by the Indian
Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) have con-
tributed to an increase in agri-
cultural production and food
security to remove the suffer-
ing from hunger and ensure
food security and a nutritious
diet for all. Zero hunger could
save the lives of 301 million
people a year and can help
build a safer, more prosperous
world for everyone. He was
speaking at the the two-day
Agri Startup and
Entrepreneurship Conclave on
the occasion of the World
Food Day celebrated at the
NASC Complex, Pusa in New
Delhi with a theme—‘Our
actions are our future-A zero
hunger world by 2030 is pos-
sible’.

The minister said, “The
purpose of celebrating this day
is to demonstrate our global
commitment to achieve the
goal of creating ‘Zero Hunger
World’ by 2030. The govern-
ment aims to transform India’s
agricultural sector to con-
tribute to the achievements of
the global environmental
objectives and has launched a
new project in association with
FAO, India office—‘Green

Agriculture: Transforming
Indian agriculture for global
environmental benefits and
the conservation of critical
biodiversity and forest land-
scapes.”

According to the fourth
advance estimate, the food
grain production is estimated
at 284.83 million tonnes in
2017-18, an increase of over 20
million tonnes as compared to
2013-14. The horticulture
crops, which contribute signif-
icantly to the nutritional secu-
rity, have witnessed a record
production this year at 307 mil-
lion tonnes. The minister
pointed out that India occupies
the top spot in the horticulture
production. In the year 2015-
16, the production of pulses
was 16.25 million tonnes,
which increased to 25.23 mil-
lion tones in the year 2017-18,
which is about 9 million tonnes
higher as compared to the
production achieved in the
year 2013-14.

The role of high quality

crop variety, seeds and technol-
ogy has been significant in
increasing production. Singh
added that 795 crop varieties
were released for production
during 2014-18 as compared to
448 crop varieties during 2010-
14. The demand and produc-
tion of breeder seeds during
2013-14 was 8,479 tonnes and
8,927 tonnes respectively which
rose to 10,405 tonnes and
12,265 tonnes in 2016-17.

Addressing the agricultur-
al entrepreneurs present at the
conclave, Singh informed that
the government started the
startup program to create an
atmosphere for the agriculture
startups to provide  appropri-
ate support to set up the enter-
prises. In this context, the Skill
India Scheme was launched by
the government on a large
scale. He explained that there
is a tremendous potential for
startups in the field of seeds
and plant production, food
processing and post-mortgage
management, veterinary, farm

machinery, poultry, fish pro-
duction, biological products,
bioplasty and so on.

According to statistics,
there is a requirement of 22
lakh skilled youth in the agri-
cultural sector and to meet
this demand, training and
skill development is being
conducted in various employ-
ment areas with the help of
the agriculture department,
ICAR and the Krishi Vigyan
Kendras (KVKs). “Though a
record of food grain produc-
tion has been established in
the country, the government
is working very fast on the
value chain. The  recently
launched Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Sampada Yojana aims to
create world-class food pro-
cessing infrastructure. This is
expected to leverage invest-
ment of five billion USD,
benefit two million farmers
and generate more than half
a million jobs over the next
two years.”

To attract the youth of

the country towards
agriculture, a project called
‘Arya’ is being run through
the KVKs and the Farmer
Fest program is also playing a
leading role in this direction.

Singh also explained that
through the mega food farms
the government plans to link
agro-processing clusters with
key production centres. This
will offer immense value
proposition in crops such as
potato, pineapple, oranges and
apples. The farmer groups are
being encouraged to set up
units in these parks, thereby
reducing wastage and trans-
portation costs, and creating
new jobs.

On digitalisation in the
domain of agriculture, the
minister commented, “We
plan to link our villages
through broadband connec-
tivity, within a clear time-
frame. We are digitalising
land records and providing
various services to the people
on mobile platforms. These
steps are building momentum
towards real-time transfer of
information, knowledge and
skills to farmers. The e-NAM,
our national agriculture e-
market, is connecting our
agricultural markets nation-
wide, thereby giving our farm-
ers the benefit of competitive
pricing, and freedom of
choice.”

The 46th edition of one of
Asia’s largest gifts and hand-

icrafts fair— IHGF Delhi Fair
(Autumn), organised by the
Export Promotion Council for
Handicrafts (EPCH) held at the
India Expo Centre and Mart in
Greater Noida from October 14
to 18, witnessed 4,900 buyers
and buyer representatives over
the three days.

The fair was inaugurated by
the Union Minister for Textiles
Ajay Tamta, amidst the buying
community from more than
110 countries which attended
the fair to source home, lifestyle,
fashion and textiles products.
While inaugurating the fair,
Tamta said that this fair has
played a vital role in increasing
exports of handicrafts from
the country and has acquired a
special importance for handi-
crafts sector as overseas buying
community finds this fair to be
the most effective sourcing
medium for their requirements
and that the Indian exporting
community considers this as
the most effective marketing
medium for their merchan-
dise. “Participation by over
3,200 exhibitors in this fair
and visit of overseas buyers
from over 110 countries shows
its popularity amongst Indian
handicrafts exporting and
importing community,” he
added.

The fashion shows organ-
ised by EPCH during each edi-
tion of the IHGF-Delhi fair have
always been a hit to showcase
the products of the exhibitors
duly worn by the models, thus
attracting many visitors to the
fair.

This year the fashion show
displayed the products of fash-
ion jewellery and accessories of
North Eastern region compa-
nies of India such as Orchid

Petal, Nagaland,  Silk Culture,
Jorhat, HDN Crafts, Assam,
Kraftin, Assam, Women
Empowerment and Rural
Development Handicrafts,
Manipur, Mizoram Mahila
Sangathan,  Kenway Sartaj
Worldwide, Moradabad, Veva
Fashion, Jaipur and so on.

The other days were filled
with knowledge sessions and
seminars on topics such as
‘Enabling B2B Exports through
Online Channel’ and ‘Design
Sustainability and
Transparency—Key factors in
European markets’.

During the session,

Anshuman Harjai, the manag-
er for sales and business devel-
opment at Amazon Global
Selling, highlighted how
through online retailing of all
segments of products being
produced by the member
exporters of the EPCH, can
increase their reach to con-
sumers world wide. Susanna
Bjorklund, the trend analyst,
future thinker and a journalist
from Finland, through a
detailed presentation, apprised
the participants about the ben-
efits of adopting latest designs
and trends, which can help the
exporters to foresee the future
requirement of their products.
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Adefiant Joachim Loew praised
Germany's display in their 2-1 UEFA
Nations League defeat by world

champions France as he lamented "a total-
ly unjust penalty" awarded to the hosts.

Antoine Griezmann hit a pair of second-
half goals, including the winner from the
spot, as France recovered from falling
behind to a Toni Kroos penalty to inflict a
sixth defeat on Germany in their past 10
matches on Tuesday.

The result eliminated Germany from
Nations League title contention, and left
them needing to beat the Netherlands in
their final group match on November 19 if
they are to avoid relegation from the top tier.

However, Loew insisted he was "very
pleased" with the performance as Germany
were much improved compared to the team
that lost 3-0 against the Netherlands in
Amsterdam.

"I'm disappointed with the result,
although though I must say the defeat is dif-
ferent to Saturday's," said Loew.

"Not because of the result but because
of the performance. I'm very pleased with
the performance.

"I think we were on an even level with
what is probably the best team in the world.

"But France has a lot of individual qual-
ity, and if you're not careful you'll get pun-
ished straight away." A first defeat to the
neighbouring Dutch in 16 years prompted
Loew to make five changes for the trip to
Paris, as he injected additional pace into the
attack with the inclusions of Leroy Sane and
Serge Gnabry.

The Germans deservedly led through a
Kroos penalty after a sliding Presnel
Kimpembe handled a Sane cross, but Loew's
youthful frontline was unable to capitalise
on further opportunities.

"The negative point is the converting of
our chances. We were unable to put the ball
in the goal," said Loew.

"I think we deserved to win because we
were the best team but that's not how things
work.

"We lacked a bit of intelligence and
sangfroid. If we'd been able to score a sec-
ond we could have played in a calmer man-
ner and won the match." Griezmann
equalised with a magnificent glancing head-
er from a Lucas Hernandez cross on the
hour, and the Atletico Madrid striker won

the game for France with a penalty 10 min-
utes from time.

J	����
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Loew was particularly unhappy with ref-

eree Milorad Mazic's decision to award
France a spot-kick after Blaise Matuidi went
to ground after a tangle with Mats Hummels.

"The penalty was totally unjust," said
Loew.

"I've watched it back on the replay. Mats
didn't touch Matuidi. He stepped on Mats'
foot and then slipped."

That grievance aside, Loew singled out
the positive contributions of Bayern Munich
winger Gnabry, who made his first Germany
appearance since November 2016, as well
as Paris Saint-Germain defender Thilo

Kehrer.
"It was a really good display from the

young players," said Loew. "Gnabry played
well and Kehrer too, it was first time he has
started.

"It was a very, very good performance
and something to build on for the future."
Didier Deschamps' France can clinch top
spot in the group with a draw in their final
game away to the Netherlands in Rotterdam
next month.

"It's a good thing in terms of our aim
of finishing top of the group but we were
up against a very good German side today,"
said Deschamps.

"Hugo (Lloris) ensured it was only 1-0
to them at the break and that we were still
in it." Griezmann admitted Germany's
revamped set-up had knocked France off
track initially, but he said a series of "calm"
exchanges at half-time allowed them to
regain their rhythm.

"We played poorly in the first half. I
think we were disrupted by them playing
three at the back, so we had to calmly speak
a bit in the dressing and change two or three
things tactically," Griezmann told French
television.

"It was better afterwards. It's more than
tactical, we weren't making the effort for one
another.”
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Brazil snatched a dramatic 1-0 win
over Argentina with an injury-

time header from Miranda in their
friendly match in front of a sell-out
crowd in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

The Inter Milan centre-back was
left all alone to thump in a 93rd-
minute effort from Neymar's corner
when the match between the fierce
South American rivals seemed des-
tined for a stalemate on Tuesday.

The lapse spoiled an otherwise
strong defensive performance from
Argentina, who contained Brazil for
long periods.

He may be 34, but Miranda,
whose career has also seen him play
in France and Spain, says he is far
from done in the yellow shirt of Brazil.

"Despite my age I've been able to
show that I'm in good physical shape
and, of course, I want to keep playing
for the national team because I still
have a lot to show in this jersey," he
said.

With Neymar to the fore, Brazil
exerted late pressure and could have
scored in the few minutes before
Miranda struck.

Casemiro came close with a 25-
yard free-kick manufactured by
Neymar that flew past goalkeeper
Sergio Romero's left post. Then
Nicolas Otamendi stuck out a boot to
deflect a diverted shot from
Richarlison in the last minute.

Argentina's best chance came
during a period of pressure around the
hour mark, when Leandro Paredes hit
a swerving, dipping drive that had

Brazil keeper Alisson beaten.
But while Brazil named a strong

team including Manchester City's
Gabriel Jesus, Philippe Coutinho of
Barcelona and Liverpool's Roberto
Firmino alongside Neymar in attack,
Argentina were without a host of top
stars, including Lionel Messi.

"It's always difficult, but our team
is better than theirs because we've had
the same foundations for many years
while they're in the process of a dras-
tic renovation," Brazil's full-back
Felipe Luis told TV Globo.

Missing from the Argentina line-
up were also Manchester City's in-
form forward Sergio Aguero, Paris
Saint-Germain winger Angel Di
Maria and AC Milan striker Gonzalo
Higuain.

Messi has sat out Argentina's last
four matches, all friendlies, since the
country's disappointing last-16 elim-
ination from the World Cup in
Russia.

He is believed to have asked for
some time off from international duty
ahead of next year's Copa America in
Brazil.

It was the 105th time the South
American arch-rivals have faced each
other in an official match, with Brazil
marginally ahead on 41 wins to 38,
with 26 draws.

The two sides last met in June
2017 in a friendly in Australia, won
1-0 by Argentina, but Brazil romped
to a 3-0 success in their last compet-
itive fixture, a World Cup qualifier in
November 2016. 
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The Netherlands continued
their resurgence under

Ronald Koeman as youngster
Arnaut Groeneveld's first inter-
national goal secured a 1-1
friendly draw with Belgium in
Brussels.

Dries Mertens fired the
World Cup semi-finalists into a
sixth-minute lead, but
Groeneveld marked his full
debut for the Dutch by equalis-
ing before the half-hour mark
on Tuesday.

This was another strong
performance for the Oranje
after Saturday's stunning 3-0
Nations League victory over
Germany, while Roberto
Martinez's Belgium remain
unbeaten at home since a loss to
Spain in September 2016.

"I think there is still a lot of
work to do, but we've shown
that we've made good progress
lately and at the end of the
match we tried to play more
offensively to try to win," said
Koeman.

"We had the best chances
and overall we can be very
happy with the last 10 days."
The hosts struck early through
a fantastic goal from Mertens, as
the Napoli winger pounced
after some slack Dutch defend-
ing, curling the ball past goal-

keeper Jasper Cillessen and two
men on the line, and into the
top corner.

The 31-year-old continued
to run the visitors ragged,
stretching to dig out an excel-
lent cross which Romelu
Lukaku could only head over
from less than six yards out.

The Netherlands almost
levelled after a quick counter-
attack, but Memphis Depay
failed to get a clean connection
on his shot and was denied by
the legs of Simon Mignolet,
making his first appearance in
the Belgian goal since March.

But the Lyon forward cut
open the home defence in the
27th minute, sending through a
perfect pass for Nigerian-born
winger Groeneveld to slide
home on just his second inter-
national appearance after com-
ing on as a substitute against
Germany.

The visitors continued to
slice through the Belgium
defence with ease, and Quincy
Promes saw a fierce long-range
strike bounce back off the post
with Mignolet scrambling.

Eden Hazard, who has
already scored 10 goals this sea-
son for club and country, should
have restored the Belgian
advantage before half-time, but
shot wide with the goal gaping
after Lukaku's clever lay-off.
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Defending champions
Chennaiyin FC would look to

notch up their first win of the sea-
son after suffering back-to-back
defeats when they take on
NorthEast United FC in their
Indian Super League match here
Thursday.

After an away loss to Bengaluru
FC in their campaign opener,
Chennaiyin were outclassed by an
attack-minded FC Goa at home on
October 6.

Chennaiyin head coach John
Gregory will be hoping his team
improves upon its performance in
the first two games.

The forward line of Jeje
Lalpekhlua and Carlos Salom have
had a disappointing start and have
not hit the ground running for their
team. Their form will be crucial for
the team's revival, as would be that
of other key players like Raphael
Augusto and Gregory Nelson.

In the season opener
against Bengaluru, Lalpekhlua
missed a couple of sitters,
which eventually cost
Chennaiyin. He needs to start
scoring in order to get his
team to winning ways.

Gregory may look to ring in
some changes in the starting eleven

against NEU FC and there
is a possibility of Palestinian
striker Carlos Salom fit-
ting into the team. He
looked sharp after being
brought in in the second

half in the defeat to Goa.
NorthEast United, under Eelco

Schattorie, made a strong start to

the tournament. After an exciting
2-2 draw against FC Goa at home,
they defeated a strong ATK side in
Kolkata.

Rowllin Borges, Federico
Gallego and Bartholomew Ogbeche
have done well for the team from
the north-east.

Nigerian Ogbeche, the former
PSG striker, has been good upfront
and will look to improve NEU FC's
efficiency in front of goal.

The Croatian duo of Mato
Grgic and Mislav Komorski will
marshal the defence with Rowllin
Borges playing the anchor role in
midfield.

In the 2017-18 season, the
Highlanders were handed a 3-0
drubbing by Chennaiyin and will
be looking to exact revenge with the
defending champions not in the
best of forms.

NEU FC will go into the match
high on confidence while
Chennaiyin were in search of some
spark to spur their campaign.
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Determined to redeem pride after a below
par show at the Asian Games, the Indian

men's hockey team is expected to make a solid
start when it clashes with hosts Oman in the

Asian Champions Trophy opener, here
on Thursday.

The Indian team was favourite
to win Gold in Jakarta but had to
settle for a Bronze after a disap-
pointing loss to Malaysia in the
semifinals.

World No 5 India goes
into the tournament as the
highest-ranked Asian nation
and tackling Oman should
not be problem for the side
at the Sultan Qaboos
Sports Complex.

India beat Oman 7-0
when the two teams met the

last time during the 2014
Asian Games 2014, and coach

Harendra Singh believes that fac-
ing the hosts will be a good test for

his team ahead of other crucial round-
robin matches.

"We are very excited to start our

campaign against the hosts
Oman, who will be playing in
front of their home crowd. The
opening match will be a good
test for us ahead of some cru-
cial pool matches against the likes of Malaysia,
Pakistan, Japan and South Korea," Harendra
said.

"It is important for us to the start the com-
petition by doing the basics right and producing
our best performance in order to build
momentum for the upcoming fixtures."

India go into the tournament as the
defending champions, having won the 2016 edi-
tion by defeating Pakistan 3-2 in the final in
Kuantan, Malaysia.

But Harendra believes his team needs to
keep the errors to the minimum if it has to lift

the trophy again.
"We know that we have a good team which

is capable of defeating any country in the world,
but sometimes things do not go your way.
Therefore, it is important for the unit to keep
focus throughout the sixty minutes and not give
the opponents any chances," he said.

"We have to make sure that we have
improved from the mistakes we committed at
the Asian Games, and this tournament gives

us the perfect opportunity
to regain confidence ahead
of the World Cup in
Bhubaneswar. Our imme-
diate aim is to qualify for the
semi-finals of the competi-

tion and the team will work hard to achieve
that."

After playing Oman in the first match,
India will face arch-rivals Pakistan on October
20, Japan on October 21, Malaysia on October
23 and South Korea on October 24.

The last edition of the tournament saw
India remain undefeated as they defeated Japan
10-2, drew 1-1 with South Korea, beat Pakistan
3-2, China 9-0 and Malaysia 2-1 in the pool
stages.

In the semi-finals, India had beaten South
Korea 5-4 in penalty shootout.
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Praveen Chitravel, a farm labourer's son from
Tamil Nadu, clinched a Bronze medal in the

men's triple jump to give India its second athletics
medal in the ongoing Youth Olympics here.

The 17-year-old Praveen, who hails from a
village in Thanjavur district, cleared a distance

of 15.68m to finish fifth in the Stage 2 competi-
tion on Tuesday night but his good showing in
Stage 1, where he was third with a jump of
15.84m, took him to the podium with a combined
effort of 31.52m.

In a new format, there are no finals in track
and field, except for the 4km cross-country, in
the Youth Olympics and each event is held twice,

with results from both rounds counting towards
the final standings.

Alejandro Diaz of Cuba won the Gold with
a combined effort of 34.18m (17.14m + 17.04m)
while Emmeanuel Oritsemeyiwa (16.34m +
15.51m) of Nigeria took the Silver.

This was India's second athletics medal after
Suraj Panwar clinched a Silver on Monday.
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World number six Kidambi Srikanth
set up a second-round clash with

the legendary Lin Dan after an easy win
over Hans-Kristian Solberg Vittinghus
even as one Indian women's doubles pair
was knocked out of the Denmark
Open, here Wednesday.

Srikanth needed 35 minutes to get
the better of local hope Vittinghus 21-
16, 21-10 in the opening round of the
$ 7,75,000 tournament.

Srikanth has lost three of his four
matches against Dan but the Chinese
great is not the force he once was. The
former world number one is now
placed 14th in the international rank-
ings.

The last time Sriknath beat Dan was
in 2014 at the China Open.

If Srikanth manages to get past Dan
and Sameer Verma overcomes Asian
Games Gold-medallist Jonathan
Christie, it will be an all-Indian quar-
terfinal in the bottom half of the men's
singles draw.

In the doubles competition, Ashwini
Ponappa and N Sikki Reddy moved to
the second round of women's doubles
with an easy 21-7, 21-11 win over the
American team of Ariel Lee and Sydney
Lee. But it was curtains for Meghanna
J and S Ram Poorvisha, who lost 17-21,
11-21 to the Swedish combination of
Emma K and Johanna Magnusson. 
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In form Prithvi Shaw and
skipper Shreyas Iyer
smashed half-centuries as

Mumbai brushed aside
Hyderabad by 60 runs in a
rain-marred contest to move to
the summit clash of the Vijay
Hazare Trophy, here on
Wednesday.

Chasing 247, Mumbai were

placed comfortably at 155 for
two when rain halted play.
Iyer (55 not out) and Ajinkya
Rahane (17) were at the crease
with their unbeaten third wick-
et stand of 73 runs.

The game never resumed
after that and Mumbai were
declared winners via VJD
method.

Left-arm spinner Mehdi
Hasan struck twice, dismissing

openers Rohit Sharma (17)
and Shaw (61 off 44 balls) to
leave Mumbai at 82 for two
after their 73-run opening
stand.

Chasing 247 to seal final
spot, unbeaten in the tourna-
ment, domestic powerhouse
Mumbai started chase in fash-
ion with teenage prodigy
Prithvi Shaw resuming his
innings where he last left

against Railways at the same
very ground in Bengaluru
before moving to make his Test
debut for India. 

Shaw, who tried to start
with a big hit in the very ball
of Mumbai innings, smashed
two boundaries in the third
over bowled by Akash
Bhandari and from there he
never looked back to slow the
pace of his destructive innings.

While the entire limelight
was on seasoned campaigner
Rohit Sharma, who was expect-
ed to play a big knock before
leaving to join Indian squad for
the five-match ODI series start-
ing Sunday at Guwahati. Shaw
enjoyed the freedom of playing
shots and while he was strug-
gling with a shoulder issue, the
young sensation didn't restrict
pain to overpower will hard hit-
ting.

However he was quiet
lucky when in the seventh over
bowled by Mohammed Siraj he
was dropped twice by Ravi
Kiran. 

Prithvi made good use of
the two chances and went on to
hit two consecutive sixes to
Siraj in his next over to com-
plete his fourth fifty plus score
in this year's tournament in as
many games.

But on the other end,
Mumbai's another star on the
field Rohit couldn't make much
use of the opportunity to get
match practice before resuming
national duty and was bowled
by Mehdi Hasan for 17 of 24
balls in the fifth ball of tenth
over.

Hasan strikes again in the
next over and this time he
caught big fish Prithvi Shaw in
the similar fashion, who was
also sent to the dugout leaving
Mumbai's scorecard read 82 for
2 in 11.5 overs.

Shaw's knock had eight
fours and two sixes. 

However after that skipper
Shreyas Iyer and Ajinkya
Rahane batted sensibly and
didn't allow Hyderabadi
bowlers to do much damage.

Earlier, Hyderabad posted
246 for eight after Rohit

Rayudu scored a 132-ball 121,
which went in vain.

The knock was studded
with eight boundaries and four
sixes.

Hyderabad had a dismal
start with openers Tanmay
Agarwal (11) and Akshath
Reddy (7) returning to the
pavilion early.

Rayudu and Bavanaka
Sandeep (29) then stitched a
vital 50-run stand for the third
wicket. Tail-ender Mehdi
Hassan made 23 off 17 to help
Hyderabad put on board a
respectable total.

For Mumbai, Tushar
Deshpande was the lead wick-
et-taker with three wickets for
55 runs and Royston Dias
bagged two for 43. Pacer
Dhawal Kulkarni, Shivam
Dubey and Shams Mulani
snapped a wicket each.


