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he Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the
Centre to provide in a sealed
cover the details of decisionmaking process, sans pricing
and technical information in
the Rafale deal, but termed the
averments made in the PILs as
“grossly inadequate” and clarified that it was not issuing any
notice to the Centre.
A Bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi said it
wanted to satisfy itself about
legitimacy of the decisionmaking process even as the
Government sought dismissal
of the PILs on the issue,
terming them “political petitions”.
The Bench, also comprising Justices SK Kaul and KM
Joseph, gave the Government
time till October 29 to provide
the necessary information and
fixed the PILs, filed by lawyers
Vineet Dhanda and ML
Sharma, for hearing two days
after that.
“We are not on the issue of
pricing and suitability of the
Rafale jets but only on the decision making process,” the
Bench said.
When the Bench asked
Attorney General KK
Venugopal what will be his
response if the court asked him
to share the details of the decision-making process only to
the judges, the AG said it cannot be shown to anyone in the
interest of national security
and other issues involved in the
defence procurement process.
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However, the Bench said,
“What if we ask you to give
details without technical details
of aircraft?”
In the 15-minute-long
hearing, the Bench also heard
submissions from Sharma and
Dhanda, who sought several
directions, including courtmonitored SIT probe into the
deal and submission of details
of the agreement in a sealed
cover to it.
Sharma said that the pricing of the Rafale fighter jets
have been already disclosed in
the French Parliament and the
stand of the Centre was untenable. Sharma said the interGovernment agreement to buy
36 Rafale fighter jets must be
quashed. It was an “outcome of
corruption” and not ratified by
Parliament under Article 253
(Parliament has power to make
any law for implementing any
inter-Government agreement)
of the Constitution, he said.
In his plea, Dhanda
referred to the recent “controversy” over the C58,000 crore
deal between India and
Dassault Aviation, a French
company, for purchasing 36
combat jets and sought judicial
intervention to put an end to
the raging debate.
“In a PIL, my role is to
bring an issue to the notice of
the court. The court has perhaps also taken note of my plea
regarding submission of documents in a sealed cover envelope. After the court goes
through the documents, I am
sure, the truth will come out,”
Danda said.

On his part, the AG
pressed for dismissal of the
PILs contending that the petitions have not raised any public interests and rather they are
“political interest petitions”
and the petitioners have selectively quoted the questions
which have been answered in
Parliament.
He also said that a bitter
political fight was going on in
the country over the Rafale deal
in the election year and entertaining the petitions may be
used politically and moreover,
such policy decisions cannot be
reviewed judicially.
“This is a political petition
and not a public interest litigation and is part of bitter fight
going on between ruling and
Opposition party. If notice is

issued, it will go to the Prime
Minister... Please don’t entertain such petitions,” Venugopal
said.
The SC said it was neither
going into the averments made
in the petitions nor issuing the
notice on them and was asking
information to satisfy itself.
Congress leader and RTI
activist Tehseen Poonawala,
who had sought a direction
against the Centre on why the
Union Cabinet’s approval was
not sought as part of the
Defence
Procurement
Procedure (DPP) before signing the procurement deal with
France
on
September 23, 2016, however,
withdrew his PIL against the
fighter jet deal at the start of the
hearing.
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efence Minister Nirmala
D
Sitharaman began her
three-day official visit to France
on Wednesday night to hold
bilateral talks with her French
counterpart Florence Parly.
During her visit, Sitharaman
will also take stock of progress
in the supply of the Rafale jets
expected to begin next year
end. She is also expected to visit
Dassault Aviation, which is
manufacturing 36 Rafale jets as
per Indian specifications
under the Government-toGovernment deal.

The visit comes at a time
when political slugfest is on
over the C58,000-crore Rafale
fighter jet deal with the main

I

n a big catch, Punjab Police
and Jammu & Kashmir
Police’s Special Operations
Group (SOG) on Wednesday
busted a terror module in
Jalandhar city in a joint operation with the arrest of three
Kashmiri students linked to
Kashmiri terror outfit Ansar
Ghazwat-ul-Hind (AGH).
Just ahead the festive season, police have recovered an
AK-47 assault rifle and explosives from them.
Police said that the module
also had links with the
Pakistan-based international
terrorist outfit Jaish-eMohammed (JeM).
Senior Punjab Police officials, who were privy to the
interrogation of the arrested
Kashmiri students, said that the
module was planning terrorist
activities in Punjab or Delhi
during the forthcoming festive
season (Dusshera-Diwali).
The students were nabbed
from the hostel of CT Institute
of Engineering Management
and Technology, located in
Shahpur, on the outskirts of
Jalandhar city, said Punjab
Director General of Police
(DGP) Suresh Arora.
The joint team, which con-

ducted a raid at the hostel early
on Wednesday morning, also
recovered two weapons, including, an assault rifle as well as
explosives from the hostel
room of B Tech (Civil) student
of second semester Zahid
Gulzar of Rajpora.
Zahid was detained along
with Mohd Idriss Shah and
Yusuf Rafiq Bhatt, both of
Pulwama, said Arora.
Briefing the media in
Jalandhar on Wednesday,
Jalandhar Police Commissioner
Gurpreet Singh Bhullar said
that the terror module was
busted following sharing of
intelligence by the Punjab and
Jammu and Kashmir Police.
He said that the arrested
members of the module were
being questioned and further
details could not be shared at
this stage.
Punjab Police had recently picked up a student, Gazi
Ahmad Malik of Shopian (in
Jammu and Kashmir), from
Banur in Patiala district where
he was studying in Aryans
Group Polytechnic College.
Gazi was closely related to
Adil Bashir Sheikh, a J&K
Special Police Officer (SPO)
who had fled with seven rifles
from the residence of a PDP
MLA in Srinagar and was suspected to have joined the mil-

itant
outfit
Hizb-ulMujahideen. Gazi was later
handed over to J&K Police.
DGP Arora said that the
arrests followed the development and corroboration of various leads and inputs about the
presence and activities of certain militant organisations and
individuals operating in Jammu
and Kashmir and Punjab.
A case under sections 121,
121-A, 120-B of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and 25, 54, 59
of the Arms Act, 3, 4, 5 of the
Explosive Act, 10, 13, 17, 18, 18B, 20, 38, 39, 40 of the Unlawful
Prevention Act has been registered in Jalandhar Sadar police
station, the DGP said.
“Further investigations are
in progress and the Punjab
Police is working closely with
J&K Police to unravel the entire
conspiracy and network built
by these outfits/individuals in
Punjab and J&K,” he said.
Arora said that the busting
of the terror module and the
recover y of weapons in
Jalandhar was indicative of
efforts by Pakistan's Inter
Services Intelligence (ISI) to
expand the arc of militancy on
India's western border. He
said that investigations have
also revealed that the module
has links with Jaish-eMohammed (JeM).
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he Supreme Court on
Wednesday ordered the
T
sealing of nine properties of

=Xa\P[P[TPeTbU^a5aP]RTc^PbbTbbSTP[_a^VaTbb

-DODQGKDUVWXGHQWVZLWKOLQNV
WR.DVKPLUWHUURUJURXSVKHOG
?=BQ 270=3860A7
90;0=370A

B2PbZTS2T]caTc^UX[TQh>Rc^QTa!(STcPX[b^UcWTbcT_bcPZT]X]
cWTSTRXbX^]\PZX]V_a^RTbbcWPc[TSc^cWTAPUP[TSTP[fXcW5aP]RT
0ccWT^dcbTccWTB2 PbZTS0cc^a]Th6T]TaP[::ET]dV^_P[
°Bd__^bTfTPbZh^dcWT2T]caTc^VXeTcWTSTcPX[b^UcWTSTRXbX^]
\PZX]V_a^RTbb^][hc^cWTYdSVTbW^ffX[[h^daTPRc±
8cRP]]^cQTbW^f]c^P]h^]TX]cWTX]cTaTbc^U]PcX^]P[bTRdaXchP]S
^cWTaXbbdTbX]e^[eTSX]cWTSTUT]RT_a^RdaT\T]c_a^RTbb
ET]dV^_P[aTb_^]STS

51,5HJQ1R&+$(1*

embattled real estate company
Amrapali after its CMD and
two directors, who are in police
custody, revealed that the documents related to the group’s 46
firms were stored there.
The three directors moved
an application before a Bench
comprising Justices UU Lalit
and DY Chandrachud stating
that they were willing to hand
over all the documents but the
police were unaware about
which one needed to be seized.
The court’s order came a
day after Amrapali CMD Anil
Kumar Sharma and two directors Shiv Priya and Ajay Kumar
were
ordered
to
be taken into police custody
and the firm was castigated for
playing “hide and seek” with
the court by not complying
with its orders to hand over all
the documents to the forensic
auditors.
These directors told the
Bench that documents related
to Amrapali’s 46 group companies were kept in seven loca-

tions at Noida and Greater
Noida and two premises —
Rajgir and Buxar districts in
Bihar.
“We direct the concerned
police, Superintendent of Police
of Noida and Greater Noida to
seal all the seven premises in
the presence of these directors,”
the Bench said.
“We
direct
the
Superintendent of Police of
Rajgir and Buxar to immediately go to these (two) places
and seal it,” the Bench said.
It further directed that
after the sealing of these nine
premises, the keys be handed
over to the registrar of the apex
court.
The Bench also made it
clear that only the courtappointed forensic auditors —
Ravi Bhatia and Pawan Kumar
Aggarwal — and persons
authorised by them would
enter these premises after they
were sealed.
The court also asked the
three directors to furnish an
undertaking before it by
Thursday stating that all the
documents were available at
these nine premises only and
not a single document was
lying at any other place.
“If the entire exercise of
sealing of these seven premises at Noida and Greater Noida
will be completed today, the
presence of these three
applicants will not be insisted
upon by the police,” the
Supreme Court said.

Opposition party Congress
charging
the
NDA
Government with wrongdoing.
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi has raised questions on
Nirmala Sitharaman’s France
visit, alleging that work has
begun to justify the Prime
Minister’s decision to buy
Rafale fighter aircraft.
He took to Twitter to say
while the Supreme Court has
asked for the details of the
Rafale decision-making
process, the decision to buy the
fighter aircraft was taken by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Rahul alleged that processes to justify Modi’s decision are
being invented.
“The Supreme Court has
asked for the Rafale decision
making process. It’s quite simple really... The PM decided.
The processes to justify his
decision are yet to be invented.
But work has begun. Ps. In this
connection, Raksha Mantri is
leaving for France tonight,” he
said.
The delivery of the fighter
aircraft is expected to begin in
2019 and the IAF hopes to get
the full consignment of 36 jets
by 2022.
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yclone Titli has intensified into a very severe
cyclonic storm over the Bay of
Bengal on Wednesday and is
moving towards the Odisha
coast, triggering rainfall in several parts of the eastern State.
Five coastal districts of
Odisha have been put on high
alert and the Odisha
Government has begun evacuation of about 2 lakh people.
Thereafter, it is very likely
to move northeast towards
Gangetic West Bengal across
Odisha before gradually losing
strength. All schools, colleges
and anganwadi centres in
Odisha have been declared
closed
on
Thursday. People living in the
low-lying areas and hutments
along the coast are being shifted to safer places. Fishers along
the Odisha coast, and central
and north Bay of Bengal have
been advised not to venture
into sea till Friday.
“Cyclone Titli moved at 14
kmph and intensified into a
very severe cyclonic storm and
lay centred over the west-central Bay of Bengal, 320 km
south-southeast of Gopalpur in
Odisha,” IMD said in a bulletin.
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t least seven people were
killed and 35 others —
including 10 women and six
children — sustained seriously injuries as the engine and
nine coaches of Malada-New
Delhi New Farakka Express
train derailed at Harchandpur
in Rae Bareli in Uttar Pradesh
on Wednesday around 6.10am.
Four of the seriously
injured are being treated at
Lucknow’s King George
Medical University and two at
the city’s Sanjay Gandhi
Postgraduate Institute of
Medical Sciences.
An NDRF team, comprising 40 personnel, and senior
officials from the State and the
Railways, rushed to the spot for
rescue. Railway Board
Chairman Ashwani Lohani too
visited the accident site and
said the Railways has initiated
a separate enquiry into the
accident. The causes of the
derailment will be known once
the Anti-Terrorism Squad submits its report.
A special train, which was
arranged for the stranded passengers, left Lucknow for New
Delhi with 1,369 passengers on
board, railway officials said,
adding that they were given
food packets to sustain them
through the journey.
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Railways Minister Piyush
Goyal announced compensation of C5 lakh for the kin of the
dead, C1 lakh for the injured
and C50,000 for those with
minor injuries. “I offer my
deepest condolences to the
families of the deceased and
those injured in the accident
near Rae Bareli. I am in touch
with officials for relief work,”
Goyal tweeted.
The Minister has ordered
an enquiry to be conducted by
the Commission of Railway
Safety, Northern Circle.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar too expressed grief over
the loss of lives caused by
derailment of the Farakka
Express and announced a com-

pensation of C2 lakh each to the
next of the kin of the deceased
from Bihar, besides C50,000 to
each injured person from the
State. In a statement, Nitish said
as per information received so
far among those killed were
four residents of Munger district and another from
Kishanganj.
UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath too announced C2
lakh compensation each for the
kin of the deceased and C50,000
for the seriously injured.
The New Farakka Express
accident is the second major
rail accident this year, which
has so far registered the best
safety figures in the past five
years, as per the Railways.
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evotees will not have to
rub shoulders with gunwielding and booted police
officials inside the Shree
Jagannath Temple in Puri, the
Supreme Court ordered on
Wednesday after the issue was
brought to its notice following
the October 3 violence on the
temple premises.
The SC directive came
against the backdrop of the
recent violence inside the temple during a protest against the
introduction of queue system
for devotees at the temple. The
policemen had allegedly
entered the temple with guns
and boots on, a charge refuted
by the Odisha Government.
A lawyer, representing an
organisation which has filed an
application for intervention in

the matter, alleged in the apex
court that during the violence,
the policemen had violated
the sanctity of the temple by
entering it carrying guns and
wearing shoes.
“Last time, in Golden
Temple, the Army had entered.
We know that,” the counsel
said.
To this, the Bench said,
“Do not compare it with
Golden Temple.”
In June 1984, Indian Army
had carried out operation Blue
Star, ordered by then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, to
remove religious extremist
leader
Jarnail
Singh
Bhindranwale and his armed
followers from the Golden
Temple complex.
The Bench then asked the
counsel appearing for the
Odisha Government, “Tell us,

is it a fact that police has gone
there with guns and all?”.
The Odisha Government’s
counsel termed the allegations

as “absolutely false” and said no
policeman had entered the
temple as the incident had
taken place at the office of

Shree Jagannath temple administration which is situated
around 500 metres from the
main temple.
He told the Bench that the
administration’s office was
attacked and ransacked during
the violence and 47 persons
have been arrested so far. The
lawyer representing the temple
administration also told the
Bench that no policemen had
entered the temple and a mob
had attacked their office and
destroyed several files lying
there.
The Bench asked the counsel appearing for the parties to
file their responses to the plea
filed by the organisation seeking to intervene in the matter.
“You file your reply. Please tell
the police not to enter there
with guns and boots,” the
Bench told the State’s counsel.

During the hearing, the
State Government told the
Bench that situation there was
under control and no violence
had taken place on the temple
premises. “We make it clear
that no policemen should entre
the temple with weapons and
shoes,” the Bench noted in its
order and posted the matter for
hearing on October 31.
Nine policemen were
injured in the violence that had
taken place on October 3 during
a
12-hour
bandh called by a socio-cultural organisation protesting
the introduction of a queue system for devotees visiting the
Jagannath Temple, police had
said.
The dawn-to-dusk shutdown in the seaside town called
by Sri Jagannath Sena had
turned violent as a mob barged

into the shrine, uprooted barricades erected on Baisi
Pahacha and near Singhadwara
and ransacked the office of
Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA), they
had said.
A temple official had said
that the queue system was
introduced on an experimental basis and a review would be
done as locals and servitors
were opposing it.
On July 5, the top court
had directed Jagannath Temple
management to consider allowing every visitor, irrespective of
faith, to offer prayers to the
deity.
It had said however that
allowing of every visitor, irrespective of faith, will be subject
to regulatory measures regarding dress code and giving an
appropriate declaration.
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imachal chief minister Jai
Ram
Thakur
on
H
Wednesday
said
the
Government has decided to
provide C1 lakh each to 500
meritorious students of the
State for preparing for various
competitive examinations like
IIT, NEET, IIIT, IIM, JEE, IAS,
HAS etc. under the new
Scheme Medha Protsahan
Yojana.
Presiding over a function
here for felicitation of dignitaries who have studied from
the schools of the State and
were now holding high positions in corporate world under
the ‘Akhand Shiksha Jyoti-

Mere School Se Nikle Moti’
programme organised by the
State Higher Education
Department, Thakur said the
entrepreneurs would also provide information and support
to the youth regarding meaningful job opportunities in corporate world.
He said they would also
help in career profiling of these
youth through Centre of
Excellence-cum-Incubation
Centres established in ten
selected colleges of the State to
tackle problem of growing
unemployment in the State.
They would also act as friends
of the college students and
guide and help in mentoring
them for job in today’s dynam-

ic job markets, he added.
"The old students who have
passed out from the schools of
the state and now holding top
positions in various establishments in corporate world
should act as role models,
motivators and guide for the
students to enable them to
excel in their lives," he added.
He said these dignitaries
should also visit educational
institutions of the State and
help the students in career
counselling and sharing success
stories as an inspiration. He
said that there was no dearth of
talent in the State and the only
thing required was to give
them a direction.
The Chief Minister said
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that the Government schools
have contributed immensely
towards development of the
State and society by producing
bright students who have created a special place for themselves in different fields.

He said Akhand Shiksha
Jyoti-Mere School Nikle Moti
was a scheme aimed at honouring the old students of the
Government schools of the
State and associate themselves
with their alma mater.
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n line with the governImake
ment’s commitment to
Haryana a drug free
state, Police have seized a
huge quantity of several drugs
valued around Rs 22 crore in
district Sirsa alone during
the last five and a half months
period under the ongoing
campaign ‘Prabal Prahar’.
During this period, 250
cases were registered and 409
were people arrested on the
charge of possessing drugs in
the district. Out of 250 cases
registered, 204 are under session trial, said a spokesman of
Haryana Police.
Giving details of the drug
seizure, he said that large
quantity of narcotics including more than 4.444 kg heroin, 16.437 kg opium, 28.730
kg ganja, over 2200 kg of
poppy husk and doda post,
2,93,478 restricted drug pills,
1009 restricted injections and
34,100 restricted capsules
were seized from the possession of arrested accused during this period. Market value
of these drugs is expected to
be around Rs 22 crore, he
said.

The spokesman said that
following the directions of
Director General of Police, BS
Sandhu to nab the criminals
and anti-national elements,
Sirsa Police has been acting
tough to completely curb
smuggling of narcotics in the
district especially in the bordering areas with Rajasthan
and Punjab.
Sandhu has also urged
the people to come forward
fearlessly, and share information against the sale, consumption and use of narcotics in the state so as to help
the police to completely curb
drug menace from the society.
Apart from taking stern
action against drug smugglers, the spokesman said that
Police is also making aware
the general public about the
ill effects of drug addiction.
This campaign would be continued in future also so as to
make the state and district
completely drug-free, he
added.

The Chief Minister honoured twelve senior executives
of corporate world and former
students of schools of the State
on the occasion and thanked
them for contributing their bit
for the youth.
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aryana Congress chief
H
Ashok Tanwar on
Wednesday alleged that the
Manohar L al Khattar
Government has created a
disastrous economic situation in the state, which has
made the life of the commonman a hell.
Due to the wrong economic policies of the Haryana
Government, the gap between
the rich and the poor has further widened, he alleged.
Tanwar said that the debt
liability of Haryana which
was 79,600 crores in 2013-14,
has risen to 144100 crores in
2016-17.
The per capita debt in
Haryana was Rs 31338 in
2013-14 but in 2016-17 it has
risen to Rs 56732.
He said that these figures
are not cooked-up but have
been given in a report of
NITI Ayog of Government of
India.

2hQTa?^[XRT
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aryana Director General of Police BS
Sandhu on Wednesday said that a proH
posal to set up a Cyber Police Station in
Faridabad has been forwarded to the government and the same will soon be opened.
Sandhu was talking to the mediapersons after inaugurating newly constructed
building of Naggal police station in Ambala.
The building has been constructed at a cost
of about Rs 2.5 crore.
In reply to a question, the DGP said that
crackdown on illegal trade of drugs is
among the top priority of the police. After
a joint conference of seven states recently,
a common secretariat for data and information sharing has been established in
Panchkula, he said.
We are working to make the society
completely drug-free. Special Task Force is
also supplementing the efforts in this
direction, he added.
The DGP further said that the State
Government has also decided to constitute
anti terrorist force named ‘Kavach’ to further strengthen the security as well as law
and order arrangements in the state.
Earlier speaking on the occasion, the
DGP said that the newly constructed
building of Naggal police station would fulfill the requirement of modern police station. Naggal Police Station, which was earlier working in a rented accommodation,
would now shift to the newly constructed
building equipped with all modern facilities. Apart from district Ambala, such kinds
of police stations were being constructed in
the entire state, he said.
Sandhu further said that state police is
upgrading its infrastructure to provide better living and working facilities to its officers and officials. Various residential and
office accommodations have been constructed across the state, he added.
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addy growers of Punjab
and Haryana have become
"soft targets" as they are often
blamed for causing air pollution in the NCR region due to
stubble burning, farm experts
said Wednesday, as they
pitched for incentivising growers for the management of
crop residue.
The experts said penalising
farmers without addressing
their issues should not be
encouraged.
Steps like crop diversification and investments in producing bio energy with paddy

straw can help tide over the
issue, they suggested.
A dialogue between farmers, policy makers and farm
experts on farm-related issues,
including stubble burning, was
held here.
"Farmers have become easy
targets as they are blamed for
causing air pollution in NCR
region including Delhi," agriculture policy expert Devinder
Sharma said.
He said holding only farmers responsible for pollution
was "biased thinking".
"In
Delhi, urban class will always
blame the rural people. People
in Delhi do not want to reduce

pollution as they want to use
cars and do not want to change
their lifestyle," Sharma said,
adding use of thermal plants
was also one of the major reasons of pollution in the national capital.
Echoing the expert's views,
Punjab Chief Principal
Secretary Suresh Kumar said
there were diverse reasons
behind Delhi's air pollution.
"Delhi's traffic is a major reason of air pollution. Paddy
harvesting is just for three
weeks. Therefore, it will be difficult to accept that pollution is
only caused by paddy growers
of Punjab," he said.

Punjab and Haryana are
often blamed for rising air
pollution and smog, caused by
crop residue burning by grow-

ers. Punjab alone generates 20
to 22 million tonnes of paddy
stubble annually.
Sharma was of the opinion

that farm mechanisation was
not a solution to the problem
of stubble burning. "The solution is not mechanisation. The

use of machines (like happy
seeder technique) could
address just a minuscule scale
of the (stubble burning) problem," he said.
"If we can give Rs 40,000
crore for paddy procurement,
why can't the Centre give Rs
200 per quintal as bonus to
growers for managing crop
residue?” Sharma said, adding
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Act(MNREGA) funds can also
be used in dealing with the
stubble burning problem.
The experts also blamed
the government policies of
pushing paddy cultivation in

Punjab which was initially a
maize growing state.
"In a short period, farmers
want to sow wheat after harvesting paddy so that the crop
yield does not dip. If yield
drops, subsequently his income
will also drop and he does not
want to let this happen. If we
cannot improve his livelihood,
then we must sustain his standard of living," the Punjab
chief principal secretary said.
Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU) chief Balbir Singh
Rajewal alleged farmers were
being bullied to shift from
their traditional way of crop
management.
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nderlining the need for
collaborative efforts to
fight the menace, Punjab
Chief
Minister
Capt
Amarinder
Singh
on
Wednesday sought the continued support and assistance
of the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) in fighting the
drug problem, which he
described as a “strategic conspiracy unleashed from across
the international border”.
“Rivulets in Punjab are
being used to smuggle drugs
as a part of a strategic agenda
that went beyond commercial

reasons,” said the Chief
Minister, while delivering the
keynote address at the inauguration of a three-day regional
workshop on ‘Combating Illicit
Trafficking of Afghan Opiates:
Developing a Comprehensive
Approach’, organized here by
UNODC and steered by
UNODC Regional Office South
Asia (ROSA) Sergey Kapinos.
Expressing the confidence
that his government would
succeed in destroying drugs
business, Capt Amarinder
called for team work to battle
the menace, saying that
UNODC could play a pivotal
role in this.
He said that UNODC
could help the state by identifying big sharks, who had a
stake in the drug business.
While the Special task Force
(STF) and other agencies had
been successful in catching
mid-level peddlers, the big sup-

pliers need to be apprehended
too, he said, adding that “we
owe this to our future generations.”
The Chief Minister referred
to the initiative taken by him to
write to the Chief Ministers of
the neighbouring states, which
had led to the Haryana Chief
Minister convening a meeting
that had decided to set up a
joint control room in
Panchkula. Such collective
efforts would help in destroying the drug racket, he asserted.
Terming the drug problem as a very critical issue,
that had been going for a long
time in Punjab, the Chief
Minister said that the state
had seen a shift from traditional use of marijuana (and
to some extent opium) to
synthetic stuff, which was
posing a major threat.
The seizure of a consign-

ment that had come from
Mandavi in Gujarat into
Punjab clearly suggested that
the aim of the drug smugglers
was to starve the Indian Army
of precious manpower, thus
weakening the countr y’s
defence apparatus, said the
Chief Minister.
Also
referring
to
Facebook posts of young girls
sniffing drugs, he expressed
concern at the dangerous
trend and said his government
was going all out to deal with
the problem.
Pointing that the STF set
up to tackle the menace had
shown remarkable results, he
said that short strong efforts
have been made to break the
supply chain of drugs.
He said that large sums of
money were involved in the
business, as was evident from
these seizures, and even a
BSF constable had been

caught for complicity.
Earlier, Kapinos said that
while UNODC had been
working in several countries
around India for crime prevention and in combating
illicit drug trafficking and
organized crime, this was the
first such workshop in the
region.
Citing figures from
‘Aghanistan Opium Survey
2017’, he said that area under
opium poppy cultivation and
opium production in
Afghanistan reached a record
high in 2017. “Area under
cultivation went up to
3,28,000 hectares from an
estimated 2,01,000 hectares in
2016. Each year, thousands of
tons of opium are produced in
Afghanistan and then converted into heroin to reach
end-consumer markets
around the globe, as per the
report,” he pointed.
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unjab Government on
Wednesday made it clear
that action would be initiated
not only against the officers but
also against the colonisers who
would try to develop an unauthorised colony in future.
Announcing this, the state
Housing
and
Urban
Development Minister Tript
Rajinder Singh Bajwa directed
the Department officials to
regularly monitor their respective areas to stop the development of any irregular colony.
Bajwa, during a high level
meeting with the colonizers
and officials, also directed the
senior officers to regularly
monitor the ground situation
through their field staff to
completely put an end to the
menace of illegal colonies in the
state.
“Punjab Government is
committed for planned development. One time settlement
opportunity is provided to the
unauthorized colonizers under
the new policy but no one
should expect such relief in
future,” he made it clear.
During the meeting, Bajwa
asked the real estate developers
to give a written representation
for the planned and quality
development in the state. At the
same time, he also gave lengthy
hearing to the demands of colonizers from across the state
during the meeting such as
amendment in building rules,

CWT<X]XbcTaP[b^
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R^\_[TcTP\^d]c
^USfT[[X]Vd]Xc
7TP[b^fPa]TS
cWTR^[^]XbTab^U
bcaXRcPRcX^]XU
cWThUPX[c^S^b^
rationalization of licensing fee,
moratorium for defaulters,
quick disposal of cases and
approvals etc.
He said that the suggestions would be placed in the
meeting with the Chief
Minister for discussion. He
also assured that all the genuine
suggestions, which are in the
welfare of people of the state,
would be implemented.
The Minister also asked the
colonizers to hand over the
possession of plots and flats to
the allottees who have paid
complete amount of dwelling
unit. He also warned the colonizers of strict action if they fail
to do so. Punjab Government
would not tolerate any unnecessary harassment of the general public at the hands colonizers, he made it clear.
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aryana Chief Minister
Manohar
Lal
on
Wednesday paid obeisance and
perform Yajna on the first day
of Ashwin Navratri at Shri
Mata Mansa Devi Shrine complex in Panchkula.
The Chief Minister prayed
to continue to serve the people
of the state with the sentiment
of ‘Haryana Ek Haryanvi Ek’.
He also extended his best wishes and greetings to the people
of the state, on the occasion of
Navratri.
“Like every year, I have
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AD on Wednesday stated
that the Congress-led Punjab
Government’s failure to find
time to decide on slashing VAT
on petrol and diesel only reflect
its casual and anti-poor mindset. “This despite the fact that
the Shiromani Akali Dal has
already given an ultimatum
and the strong anguish is building against the indecisive and
ambivalent government,” said
the former minister and party
spokesman Mahesh Inder Singh
Grewal.
Lashing out against the
adamant attitude of Finance
Minister Manpreet Badal, who
refused to relent on fuel prices,
Grewal said that the
Government has no choice but
to bow to the aspirations of the
people and sooner it would be

better.
“But Manpreet has meticulously invented his own perverted logic to deny this relief to
people which reflects on his
anti-people and anti-poor
mindset and put out a fallacious
logic that slashing prices would
affect the state’s revenues,” he
said.
Grewal asked if the Union
Government could take the
bold initiative, what prevents
Manpreet to follow suit.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
on Wednesday flayed the Centre
and State Governments accusing them of ruining the Punjab
farmers with making steep rise
in rates of DAP fertiliser and not
lowering prices of diesel.

“It is unfortunate that rates
of DAP are hiked before sowing
of wheat crop while farming
community is reeling under
debt and facing an acute financial crisis,” said AAP MLA and
the Leader of Opposition in
Vidhan Sabha Harpal Singh
Cheema.
He said that MSP of crops
was increased marginally
whereas the rates of diesel and
petrol are hiked many fold. In
January 2018, the rate of diesel
in Punjab was Rs 58.92 which
is now Rs 70.56 per litre, he
added.
Pointing that Punjab is the
biggest consumer of diesel,
Cheema said that hike in diesel
rates directly affect the farmers.
“Punjab government, led by
Capt Amarinder Singh, has
burdened farmers by levying
highest VAT,” he said.

4eTahhTPa
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Ud[UX[[cWTXafXbWTb
come today to pay obeisance at
the shrine. Every year, pilgrims from all over the country come here to pay their obeisance to fulfill their wishes,” he
said while talking to the mediapersons later.
On the occasion, the Chief

Minister also inaugurated the
newly renovated staircase and
shed at the cost of Rs 50 lakh
at the main entrance of the
shrine and laid the foundation
stone of Vatika and double corridor at the Shri Mata Mansa
Devi Shrine complex.
He also released the logo of
Municipal Corporation,
Panchkula and a book on road
safety. In this booklet, new
guidelines have been prepared
for road safety.
Those present included
MP Ambala Rattan Lal Kataria,
MLA Panchkula, Gian Chand
Gupta and others.
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dding fuel to fire over the
simmering discontentment
on the issue of comparatively
higher petrol and diesel prices
in Punjab than neighbouring
States, the farmers, transporters
and petrol pump dealers have
hopped on the protest wagon
before setting a month’s deadline for the Punjab
Government to bring down the
VAT rates — highest in this
part of the country.
The ultimatum, accompanied by massive protest warning, came as the state continued
to apply brakes on any move to
bring down the prices. On the
other hand, the Punjab
Government is yet to arrive at
any decision regarding bringing down the fuel prices after
the Centre reduced Rs 2.50 on
both petrol and diesel, and
appealed the states to follow its
footsteps.
Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh was earlier
scheduled to meet the Finance
and
Excise-Taxation
Departments to decide upon
bringing down the fuel prices,
its ramifications and other
aspects has been deferred twice
in two days. The next date of
meeting is yet to be decided.
Coming together on a
common platform, the representatives of state’s petrol pump
dealers, farmers and transporters held a meeting on the
issue of rising prices of petrol
and diesel in Punjab, asking the
State Government to bring
down VAT rates at par with the
neighbouring states.
As per Tuesday’s prices,
petrol is Rs 10.63 per litre and
Rs 7.79 per litre expensive in
Punjab at Rs 88.35 as compared
to Chandigarh and Haryana
respectively. As far as diesel is
concerned, it is Rs 3.96 per litre
and Rs 1.87 per litre costly in
Punjab at Rs 74.75 as compared
to Chandigarh and Haryana
respectively.
In Punjab, the current rate
of VAT on diesel is 17.25 percent, and 36.85 percent on
petrol — highest among the
northern states.
Only recently, the Central
Government had reduced fuel
prices by Rs 2.50 per litre, followed by similar reduction in
VAT by several states, including Har yana, Himachal,
Jammu
and
Kashmir,
Chandigarh, Rajasthan — all
sharing borders with Punjab.
Setting the deadline, Bharti
Kisan Union (BKU) president
Balbir Singh Rajewal pointed
that maximum 35 percent of
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total consumption of diesel is
done by the farmers for farming or irrigation purposes,
transportation of produce from
villages to cities, generation of
power, harvesting of produce,
among other things.
“And now with the
National Green Tribunal’s
orders against burning the
paddy stubble, the cost of production per acre would go up
by Rs 3,000 due to extra consumption of diesel,” he said.
“Farmers, who are the
biggest consumers of diesel in
Punjab, have to pay up to Rs
3.96 per litre extra as compared
to their counterparts in
Chandigarh, Haryana and
other states which would put an
extra burden on their already
meagre finances,” he added.
Mohali District Petroleum
Dealers’ Association president
Ashwinder Singh Mongia said
that the massive rate difference
in prices of petrol and diesel of
Punjab with neighbouring
states is leading to flight of consumers resulting in reduction
of volumes and revenue of
Punjab.
He said that Punjab’s petrol
pumps are losing its sales to
other states resulting in gain in
revenue to the other states and
colossal loss of revenue to
Punjab Government. About
1200 petrol pumps are situated in border areas and highways adjoining other states.
“These petrol pump owners are suffering huge losses,
and in current scenario, they
would soon meet their end if
immediate steps are not taken.
It is do or die situation for
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aryana Chief Minister
Manohar
L al
on
H
Wednesday directed the Vice
Chancellors of the universities, Principals of the colleges, Deputy Commissioners
and Superintendents of Police
to ensure adequate safety
and security arrangements
during the students' union
elections on October 17 in the
state.
The Chief Minister was
addressing them through a
video conferencing at
Chandigarh. The Education
Minister Ram Bilas Sharma,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Higher Education, Jyoti Arora
and Director General of
Police, BS Sandhu were also
present during the video conferencing.
Manohar Lal said that
after a long period of 22 years,

the present government has
taken initiative to conduct
the students' union elections
in the state.
No other previous government ever considered
about conducting the elections of the students' union,
he said.
On the basis of the recommendations of the report
of Lyngdoh Committee, the
Students Election if conducted after a very long period,
which is 22 years in Haryana,
these can be conducted only
indirectly. This year, the
Government has decided to
conduct it as per the recommendations of the Committee,
the Chief Minister said.
The students’ union elections were banned by the then
Chief Minister, Bansi Lal, in
1996 in view of the unruly and
violent behavior of some students group at that time.

He instructed the officers
to ensure that full security and
safety measures are taken for
smooth and peaceful conduct
of student's union elections
like that of Panchayati Raj
Institutions.
Education Minister Ram
Bilas Sharma said that the primary task of district administration and police would be
to ensure that the elections are
held peacefully.
It should also be ensured
that anti-social elements are
prevented to enter any educational institution so as to
avoid any untoward incident.
For this, the CCTV cameras
should be installed at the educational institutions and the
entire election process should
be videographed. In addition,
a state-level control room has
been established for providing
assistance, he said.
The Chief Minister was

apprised that the student
union elections will be held in
all the 293 colleges affiliated to
all the state universities.
About 4.50 lakh students
are likely to participate in
these election.
The students desirous to
contest for class representatives would have to submit
their nominations in their
respective colleges. The elections would be held in those
colleges and universities
which are functional for the
last more than three years.
This year, the elections would
not be held in B.Ed colleges.
Protesting against the government’s move to hold indirect elections to students’
unions, the students’ outfits
like INSO, SFI, INSO and
others have announced to
hold strike in all universities
and colleges of Haryana on
October 12.

Punjab’s petroleum trade,” he
said.
He said that huge price differential in prices of petrol
and diesel is encouraging illegal activities like smuggling
leading to loss of revenue for
Punjab Government too.
Mongia added that bulk
diesel consumers like the farmers, transporters, industry
“have and would shift their
purchases to Chandigarh or
neighbouring states and the
borders are so vast that it is
practically impossible to control the trade shift”.
Citing figures, he said that
till 2008, prices and taxes on
diesel in Punjab were lowest in
the entire country and the
farmers and common man
were being benefited with
Punjab ranking above in sales
and revenue from the two
products.
“However, from 2008 to
July 2015, the Government
gradually increased the taxes
on diesel from 8.8 percent in
2008 to 17 percent in July
2018...with this, Government’s
revenue from petroleum products also increased at a steady
rate from 2013-2017 which
was 72 percent mainly due to
steady increase in VAT,” he said.
Mongia further pointed
that the revenue collection in
2017-18 witnessed a dip by Rs
175 crores “due to decrease in
consumption by 10.5 percent
as compared to 2016-17
despite steady increase in
petroleum prices over the year
which have increase by Rs
19.24 in diesel and Rs 17.86 in
petrol”.

8]c³[R^]UTaT]RT^]
fW^[TbP[T\Zcc^QT
WT[SX]6dadVaP\
?=BQ 270=3860A7

T

he two-day 32nd World
Conference of World Union
of Wholesale Markets
(WUWM), aimed at exchanging
information and knowledge
regarding wholesale and retail
markets will begin on Thursday
at Gurugram .The conference
would be inaugurated by the
Union Minister of State for
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare, Purushottam Rupala.
Total 18 countries from five
continents, embassies and diplomatic officers from 16 countries
and over 50 Indian delegates
from different State Agricultural
Marketing Boards of India will
be participating. Haryana
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare
Minister, OP Dhankar, Secretary,
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare, Sanjay
Aggarwal, Chairman WUWM,
Zengjun Ma, will be present in
the opening ceremony.
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day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi unveiled
A
the 64-foot-tall statue of venerated Jat farmer leader
Deenbandhu Sir Chhotu Ram
at his native village Sampla in
Haryana's Rohtak, the Jat leaders on Wednesday lashed out
at the BJP led Central and
Haryana Governments accus-

ing it of betraying the Jats and
failing to fulfill its promises.
Aiming to mend fences
with the influential Jat community in Haryana ahead of
2019 Lok Sabha polls, the
Prime Minister had on
Tuesday evening unveiled the
statue of Chhotu Ram in Jat
heartland of Rohtak and
addressed ‘Deenbandhu
Samriti Rally’ where he had
lauded the contribution of the

peasant leader for empowering
poor and farmers in preIndependence era.
Aware of the resentment
among the Jat community
over their unfulfilled demands,
PM Modi had gone all out
showering praises on Chhotu
Ram, the tallest Jat-farmer
leader
of
the
preIndependence era.
However, the much-hyped
event has failed to appease the

Jat leaders, who have been
spearheading the Jat agitation
in Haryana over various
demands.
All India Jat Aarkashan
Sanghrash Samiti (AIJASS)
president Yashpal Malik, while
talking to The Pioneer on
Wednesday said, “The Jat
community is disappointed
as the Prime Minister did not
mention anything about 2016
Jat agitation and our demand
of reservation.”
Yashpal Malik, who had
spearheaded the protest in
support of the Jat reservation
demand in January 2016 and
continuing the agitation till
now, was also invited for
Tuesday’s event but had
skipped it.
“The BJP led Haryana
Government had incited the
violence in 2016 Jat agitation
and the Prime Minister should

have spoken about it. The BJP
had promised to fulfill our
demands including reservation
but not a single word was said
about it by any Minister during
Tuesday’s Rohtak rally. This
has left the Jat community disappointed again,” Malik said.
“Instead of making any
announcement, the BJP leaders only told lies about taking
initiatives for the welfare of
farmers,” he alleged.
The AIJASS chief also said
that we will be holding a
meeting in Rohtak on October
15 to chalk out a strategy for
holding protest over our
demands. We will also hold
campaign against the BJP in
the states of Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh, which will
go to assembly polls in next
two months, he added.
The Jat outfit had earlier
announced to hold protest

?<>cfTTcSTbRaXQX]V2WW^cdAP\Pb<TbbXPW
^U9PcbaT\^eTSPUcTaBdaYTfP[Pb^QYTRcX^]
tweet by PMO India on Tuesday evening from the twitter handle @PMOIndia attributed to Prime Minister
A
Narendra Modi in which Sir Chhotu Ram was described as
‘Messiah of Jats’ was deleted after the Congress leader Randeep
Singh Surjewala took objection to it.
In the tweet written in Hindi, the PM was attributed having said that “It is my good fortune that I got the opportunity to unveil such a huge and attractive statue of farmers’
voice, Messiah of Jats and Rahbar-e-Azam Choudhary
Chhotu Ram.”
Randeep Surjewala, in-charge of AICC’s media cell, while
tagging a screen shot of the PMO’s tweet, replied that the PM
had made an effort to confine Rahbar-e-Azam Sir Chhotu
Ram to a particular caste.
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New Delhi: The Delhi government on Wednesday
requested the High Court to
allow it to purchase 500 standard-floor buses that can ply in
the city's outskirts where the
roads are poor. The court
reserved its order on the plea.
The government told a
bench of Chief Justice Rajendra
Menon and Justice V. Kameswar
Rao that the standard-floor
buses, proposed to be procured,
were disabled-friendly.
These buses have hydraulic
lifts, which will help the differently-abled people easily board
and deboard.
The proposed purchase has
been opposed by one Nipun
Malhotra, a differently-abled
person, who has contended
that standard-floor buses were
not disabled-friendly, as they
were mounted on a truck chassis, and their height made it difficult for such people to board
the vehicle. In his plea, he has
sought directions to the Delhi
government to make the city's
roads, government offices, and
public transport friendly to the
differently-abled people. IANS

dharnas at the events of Chief
Minister Manohar Lal and
Finance Minister Capt.
Abhimanyu. The protest dharnas were being held in rural
areas in Rohtak, Jhajjar, Dadri,
Bhiwani, Hisar, Kaithal, Jind,
Panipat and Sonipat.
Amid the growing resentment among the Jat community over their unfulfilled
demand of reservation in educational institutions and government jobs, the BJP
Government with a non-Jat
leader Manohar Lal as its
head, was hoping to pacify the
community with Prime
Minister’s event at Congress’
bastion Rohtak.
Hawa Singh Sangwan,
who is heading another faction
of the AIJASS in Haryana
said, “People were expecting
that the PM will make an
announcement of a big project
to be named after Sir Chhotu
Ram but were left disappoint-

ed.”
He said, “The BJP has
betrayed the Jats and have not
fulfilled the promise of giving
reservation to them. Now, we
do not expect much from this
party and ready to intensity
our agitation.”
Sangwan headed AIJASS
faction has already announced
to hold a rally in December in
Jind over their demand of
reservation.
Notably, the Jats constitute
nearly 29 percent of Haryana’s
population and had provided
the ruling BJP the necessary
support to register its maiden
victor y in October 2014
assembly polls as well winning
7 out of 10 Lok Sabha seats
earlier that year.
The Jats have significant
presence in Rohtak, Hisar,
Sonepat, Sirsa, Bhiwani, Jind
and Jhajjar and the BJP is likely to face tough situation over
the issue of unfulfilled

demands of the Jat community in the 2019 polls.
Also, the BJP’s bold decision of having a non-Jat Chief
Minister Manohar Lal continues to upset the Jats, an upper
caste in the state.
The community has been
demanding reservation in government jobs and educational institutions, general amnesty
for those booked during the
February 2016 Jat quota violence, reconsideration of criminal cases lodged against Jat
agitators since 2010.
While Lok Sabha polls are
likely to be held in May 2019,
the assembly polls in Haryana
are likely in October2019.
Haryana will be witnessing
a rectangular political battle
with BJP, Congress and INLD
already kicking off election
campaigns and the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) entering
the fray in Arvind Kejriwal’s
home state.
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o look after the system of
mental health services in
T
the State, Punjab Government
on Wednesday constituted a
State Mental Health Authority.
Announcing this on the
occasion of ‘World Mental
Health Day’, the state Health
and Family Welfare Minister
Brahm Mohindra said that the
‘Day’ is observed with the
objective of raising awareness
regarding mental health issues.
The Central Government
has implemented the Mental
Health Care Act-2017 from
May 29, 2018, and the Act
articulates rights of persons
with mental illness and other
aspects of mental health.

“Soon, district level review
boards will be constituted in
each district for monitoring
implementation of provisions
of mental health act-2017,” he
added.
Divulging more about the
mental healthcare, Mohindra
said that there is a tendency of
experimentation in young age
group leading to indulgence in
alcohol and illicit drug abuse
which may lead to the mental
health issues among youth. He
said that changing dynamics of
society with increasing culture of nuclear family or disturbed family or higher divorce
rates lead to mental health
issues in youth.
He said that prevention
begins with better under-

standing and much can be
done to help build mental
resilience from an early age to
help prevent mental distress
and illness.
“If there are any warning
signals of mental health issues
like decreased work performance, poor performance in
studies, abrupt changes in
sleep pattern and appetite,
suicidal thoughts etc, a psychiatrist should be immediately consulted at Government
hospitals. Psychiatrists in government cadre are available in
each district hospital of the
State, and soon, more psychiatrists would be recruited to
provide mental health services at rural area of the State,”
said Mohindra.
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New Delhi: The Income Tax Department on
Wednesday raided 16 residence and business
premises linked to Delhi Minister Kailash
Gahlot and his family members in the capital
and Gurugram, prompting Aam Aadmi Party
to call it a "political vendetta".
Gahlot holds the charge of transport, law,
revenue, information technology, and administrative reforms.
"The raids relate to two companies -- Brisk
Infrastructure and Developer Pvt Ltd, and
Corporate International Financial Services Pvt
Ltd - run by Gahlot and his family members,"
Income Tax Department spokesperson Subhi
Ahluwalia told IANS.
The raids were conducted at various locations, including Vasant Kunj, Paschim Vihar,
Najafgarh and Gurugram.
"There are two reasons that Gahlot is being
targeted: First, Gahlot is leading AAP's legal
defence in the case of disqualification of 20
MLAs. The Centre tried its level best to dismiss
the membership of the AAP MLAs and conduct
by-elections in Delhi," AAP's senior leader and
East Delhi in-charge Atishi told media.
"Second, Gahlot is responsible for the effective implementation of Delhi's revolutionary

doorstep delivery scheme. He has been working on this project for a long time. Despite a lot
of barriers created by the LG and other officials,
the Delhi government was able to implement the
programme in Delhi only because of his efforts,"
she said.
She said Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
BJP President Amit Shah "are employing their
signature dirty tricks, but Aam Aadmi Party will
not succumb to these tactics".
"It is not the first time that AAP has been
targeted by the CBI. The Chief Minister's
office was raided in December 2015, then
Minister Satyendra Jain and Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia's houses were raided," she said.
The AAP, she added, will not be intimidated by such measures and will continue to work
for Delhi and its people.
Reacting on the raids, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal tweeted in Hindi: "Friendship
with Nirav Modi, (Vijay) Mallya, and raid on us?
Modiji, you conducted raids on me, Satyendar
(Jain) and Manish (Sisodia) as well. What happened to that? Did you get anything? Apologise
to Delhi before conducting another raid on its
elected government."
IANS
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unjab and Haryana, known
as the grain bowl states of
India, received close to normal
monsoon rains this year, a
meteorological department official said here on Wednesday.
The south-west monsoon,
which has withdrawn from the
two
states,
including

Chandigarh, on October 1, had
turned quite active in the final
phase and both the states
received heavy rainfall between
September 22 and 24, the official said.
In the last three year, both
Punjab and Haryana had witnessed monsoon rain deficit in
the range of25-30 per cent.
But this year, overall the two
states received good rains,
though some districts faced
deficit.
During the June 1September 30 period, seven
per cent excess rainfall lashed
Punjab, which received 527.4
mm rains as against normal of
491.5 mm, the weather department official said.
During the same period,

Haryana received 415.2 mm of
rains as against a normal of
460.4 mm -- a deficit of 10 per
cent. However, during the same
period, Chandigarh received 18
per cent rains in excess at 993.3
mm against normal of 844.2
mm, he said.
In Punjab, Mohali,
Gurdaspur, Ludhiana, Patiala
and Jalandhar received good
rainfall this year while,
Amritsar and Ferozepur were
among the districts that
received deficit rains.
In Haryana, Karnal, Mewat
and Mahendergarh received
rainfall in excess while Ambala,
Bhiwani, Rohtak, Gurgaon and
Faridabad were among the districts to receive deficit rains, the
weatherman said.
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ressure mounted on Union Minister M
J Akbar to resign from the Council of
P
Ministers with the Congress asking him
to either clarify or step down amid fresh
allegations of sexual harassment against
him. While Congress demanded an
enquiry into Akbar's conduct, Women and
Child Development Minister Maneka
Gandi said the allegations of sexual
harassment against anybody, including
Ministers, should be taken seriously as
women are often scared to speak out and
investigations has to be done.
"There should be an investigation.
Men who are in positions of power often
do this. And it applies to the media as well
as to politics or senior personnel in companies," Maneka told a news channel when
asked to comment on allegations against
a "big" politician.
As the #MeToo campaign gathered
momentum in India, some women journalists have come out and accused Akbar,
a former editor and now the minister of
state for external affairs, of sexually
harassing them during his stint as a journalist. Congress spokesperson S Jaipal
Reddy said, "I think M J Akbar must either
offer a satisfactory explanation or resign
forthwith. How can he be in the ministry
with serious allegations being levelled

against him by responsible journalists who
worked with him. Let there be an inquiry
into it. We demand an inquiry into M J
Akbar's conduct," Reddy said at Press conference. Reddy also questioned External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj's silence
on the issue, saying she is evading responsibility and is not prepared to comment on
her subordinate.
Several women journalists have come
out and named Akbar for his misdemeanours. On Wednesday, senior journalist Ghazala Wahab was the latest to
come out with her own "MJ story". Saba
Naqvi, Shutapa Paul, Sujata Anandan
and several other journalists also shared
their ordeal or bad experiences during
their career.
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ntelligence agencies have alerted
Government Departments
against engaging with Chinese and
Pakistani girls on social media as
many Twitter handles and
Facebook accounts are being used
by foreign agencies as honey-traps
to target officials handling sensitive
information relating to national
security and advanced scientific
data, especially those relating to
space and missile technology.
The move comes in the backdrop of the BrahMos case wherein
a young scientist Nishant Agrawal,
working as a systems engineer for
BrahMos unit at Nagpur, was
allegedly targeted by such traps run
by Pakistan's ISI. Agrawal was
arrested by the Uttar Pradesh AntiTerrorism Squad on Monday on
charges of spying.
The probe so far by the agencies has revealed that he was in
touch with two women with Indian
names through their pseudo
Facebook accounts operated from
Bahria Town of Islamabad.
"Aesthetically appealing
Pakistani and Chinese women are
being used by the foreign agencies
to trap officers of the defence
establishments, including scientific institutions of advanced research
in the domains of space and mis-

n the backdrop of the exodus
of Hindi-speaking migrants
from Gujarat, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
accused the Congress of dividing society for the benefit of
one family and averred that the
BJP believed in spreading happiness and uniting people.
The workforce from Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh has been
returning home following sporadic attacks against them in
parts of Gujarat after an alleged
rape of a 14-month-old girl in
Sabarkantha district on
September 28 and the arrest of
a labourer hailing from Bihar.
Six districts, most of them in
north Gujarat, have witnessed
violence.
BJP and the Congress have
been trading charges on the issue
with the former claiming that
Congress leaders were behind
fomenting trouble in Gujarat.
The incidents of violence and
exodus of migrants have erupted as four State Assemblies of —
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Mizoram — are to
go to polls before the year-end.
Modi claimed that it was
not a matter of ego for his party
to defeat others but an oppor-

I

sile technology. The alert has been
issued to sensitise the officials in the
concerned departments remain
aware of the risks posed by the
social media," a senior Intelligence
Bureau official said.
Intelligence agencies from the
adversarial countries are using
trained women to trap officials here.
The women are often given language training in English, Urdu and
Hindi with Punjabi accent to deceit
the trapped officials. The social
media accounts often carry Indian
names and they lure the target officers through sex chats and subsequently seek their mobile numbers.
A number of Chinese-made smart
phones often have spywares which
are suspected to transmit data to
servers located in China and
Pakistan, the official said.
Official data suggests 13 serving and retired defence personnel

have been arrested on charges of
espionage for ISI during the last
four years.
The probe by the agencies here
has revealed that women working
at the behest of the foreign agencies
often strike friendship through
social media platforms like
Facebook. After exchanging numbers, they extract sensitive information from the trapped officials in
lieu of sex chats on WhatsApp.
The Delhi police had arrested
senior Indian Air Force officer
Group Captain Arun Marwah, 51,
in February this for espionage and
official secrets Act after being
trapped by the ISI through a honey
trap module.
Likewise, in December 2015,
the Delhi police arrested Ranjith, an
IAF official for allegedly sharing
secret documents with ISI operatives through social media.
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o mark the centenary year
celebrations of Rajmata
T
Vijaya Raje Scindia, BJP

ing that work has begun to justify the Prime
Minister's decision to buy Rafale fighter aircraft.
Incidentally, Rahul will meet the Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) employees in Bengaluru
on October 13. The Congress chief has been accusing the Modi Government of ignoring the HAL to
favour Anil Ambani's Reliance Infrastructure Ltd.
Rahul took to Twitter to say while the
Supreme Court has asked for the details of the
Rafale decision-making process, the decision to buy
the fighter aircraft was taken by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Gandhi alleged that processes to
justify Modi's decision are being invented.
"The Supreme Court has asked for the RAFALE
decision making process. It's quite simple really...The
PM decided. The processes to justify his decision
are yet to be invented. But work has begun. Ps. In
this connection, Raksha Mantri is leaving for France
tonight," he said. Defence Minister leaves for
France tonight on a three-day visit, which comes
in the backdrop of a big controversy over the purchase of 36 Rafale jets from French aerospace major
Dassault Aviation. Sitharaman will hold wide-ranging talks with her French counterpart Florence Parly
on ways to deepen strategic cooperation between
the two countries and deliberate on regional and
global issues of mutual interests. Sitharaman will also
hold with Parly the first edition of defence dialogue.
The sources said besides exploring ways to
boost bilateral defence cooperation, Sitharaman
will take stock of progress in the supply of 36
Rafale jets by Dassault to the Indian Air Force
under a Rs 58,000-crore deal.
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women's wing will be organising a five-day relay marathon
from Gwalior to Delhi, starting
October 12.
"The
Women's
Empowerment Race (Mahila
Shashaktikaran Daud) will pass
through five States — Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi. It
will highlight how Narendra
Modi Government has empowered Indian women through its
various path-breaking initiatives and programmes. This
mega event will be a tribute to
Rajmata, our first women wing
chief, whose 100 birth anniversary is being celebrated across
India," said BJP women wing
president Vijaya Rahatkar.
Sharing details about the
relay Marathon, Rahatkar said
it will be flagged off from
Gwalior, the home of Rajmata,
by Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan in the presence of
senior leaders. "It will end in
Delhi on October 16 when BJP

President Amit Shah will
receive it at a grand function to
be held at Talkatora stadium,"
Rahatkar said.
Apart from 100 BJP
women wing workers who will
take part in the 375-km-long
relay Marathon, some important celebrities will take part to
highlight various pro-women
initiatives taken by Modi
Government.
Rahatkar further said the
race is also women wing's tribute to its first chief Rajmata
Vijaya Raje Scindia. "It is for the
first time such an event is
being organised by women's
wing to honour one of the great
women leaders of India," she
added.

he Election Commission on
Wednesday wrote to the States
and Union Territories informing
them about the issuance of a new
format of affidavit for contesting
candidates and political parties in
poll-bound States, pertaining to
details of criminal cases or cases
of past conviction.
The EC directed the political
parties to publicise the details of
contesting candidates on their
websites as well as news channels
and newspapers. Both the candidate and parties have been
mandated to publish this information in newspapers and TV at
least three times after nomination
papers are filed. The Commission
made it clear to political parties
that the publishing should be
completed before the period of
48 hours ending with the hour
fixed for conclusion of poll for the
election.
The Form 26 will contain a
table recording full details of
his/her criminal antecedents. The
same table can be reproduced as
an insertion in advertisements to
be put out by candidates in print
and electronic media at least
thrice after filing of nominations, as ordered by the Supreme
Court on September 25. The
Form 26 will also contain format
C-1 and C-2. The Format C-1 will
contain the name of the candidate;

name of political party; name of
constituency and number of
pending criminal cases and details
about cases of conviction. The
Format C-2 will contain declaration about criminal antecedents of
candidates set up by the party.
"All such political parties
shall submit a report to the Chief
Electoral Officer of the State concerned stating that they have fulfilled the requirements of these
directions, and enclosing therewith the paper cuttings containing the declarations published by
the party in respect of the
State/UT concerned. All elections are required to file affidavit
in Form-26, along, with nomination paper, declaring information
about criminal cases, assets, liabilities and educational qualifications," the EC said. The
Commission has asked chief electoral officers to provide the new
format ''Form 26' to all political
parties in their states and union
territories.
According to EC's directions,
contesting candidate who have
criminal cases against them either pending cases or cases in
which candidate has been convicted, shall publish a declaration
about such cases, for wide publicity, in newspapers as well as TV
channel and on their websites.
This declaration is to be published
in Format C-l attached hereto, at
least on three different dates from

the day following the last date for
withdrawal of candidatures and
up to two days before the date of
poll and should be placed suitably
in the newspapers so that the
directions for wide publicity are
complied with in letter and spirit,' the EC said. "The declaration
on TV channels should be on
three different dates," it said.
The EC said in the case of
candidates with criminal cases set
up by political parties, whether
rccognised parties or registered
un-recognised parties, such candidates are required to declare
before the Returning Officer concerned that they have informed
their political party about the
criminal cases against them
Provision for such declaration has
been made in Form 26 in the
newly inserted Item (6A).
The Supreme Court had earlier expressed its inability to make
a law to check "creeping" criminalisation of the polity, insisting
Parliament must respond to public sentiment and frame a law to
ensure that those charge-sheeted
cannot contest. The Supreme
Court had stated that nothing
stood in the way of the elector's
right to know, and ordered candidates to declare their criminal
records to the Election
Commission in bold. Political
parties were charged with the task
of making this information public on their websites.
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ongress president Rahul Gandhi on
C
Wednesday again raised questions on Defence
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman's France visit, alleg-
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orkhas of Nepal holding valid identity cards
and members of the community who are citG
izens of India and living in Assam will not be sent

nion Minister Nitin Gadkari
on Wednesday termed as
"false and baseless" the reports
attributing him to have said the
BJP made tall promises in 2014
Lok Sabha elections as it was
confident it would not come to
power. He said he never made
the remarks.
Gadkari further said he did
not say anything on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Government and depositing of
C15 lakh in everyone's account.
"This is completely baseless news.
I want to appeal to all to watch
the actual interview to get the
context of what we were talking
about. The programme was in
Marathi and I wonder since
when has Rahul Gandhi started
understanding Marathi," Gadkari
said on the sidelines of a Press
conference
on
Ganga
Rejuvenation.
Further hitting out at the
Congress president, who tweeted the video on Tuesday, the
minister asked him to learn
Marathi for a better understanding of his interview's content. "I also want to appeal to
Rahul Gandhi to learn Marathi
and not write anything on
Twitter without understanding
something," he added.
"Seven-eight days back I
went to the Marathi channel for
the interview. I told them that
during Maharashtra elections
Devendra Fadnavis and
Gopinath Munde were dis-

cussing a poll promise about toll
plaza. I objected to it by saying
that it would be very tough to
implement and hence, we should
not make such a promise. I
mentioned to them that we have
mostly been into opposition and
have less experience of being in
power, hence we face some issues
while making poll promises,"
Gadkari said on his clarification.
Several reports claimed that
Gadkari, during an interview to
a Marathi news channel, said that
Modi government came to power
on the basis of unrealistic
promises.
Rahul had shared the video
of the interview on Twitter and
said, "People also think that the
Government has made their
dreams and hopes a victim of its
greed."
Stating that his statement
was twisted and then published
in an English newspaper,
Gadkari said, "An English newspaper based out of Delhi twisted my statement. I never named
Prime Minister Modi, or 15 lakh
or any such thing."

to foreigners' tribunals to determine their nationality, the Home Ministry said on Wednesday.
In a communication to the Assam
Government, the Union Home Ministry said only
those individuals, who have come to Assam from
specified territories, including Bangladesh, immediately before commencement of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 1985 and are not Indian citizens, can be referred to the foreigners tribunals to
identify whether they are illegal immigrants or not.
The clarification came following a representation to Home Minister Rajnath Singh by the All
Assam Gorkha Students' Union, which cited
some cases of the members of the Gorkha community living in Assam being referred to the foreigners' tribunals, an official statement said.
In its communication, the home ministry said
the members of the Gorkha community who were
Indian citizens at the time of commencement of
the Constitution, or those who are Indian citizens
by birth, or those who have acquired Indian citizenship by registration or naturalisation in accordance with the provisions of The Citizenship Act,
1955 are not "foreigners" in terms of section 2 (a)
of The Foreigners
Act, 1946 as well as The Registration of
Foreigners Act, 1939, therefore, such cases will not
be referred to the foreigners tribunals.
It further emphasised that any member of the
Gorkha community holding Nepalese nationality and who has arrived in India by land or air over
the Nepal border even without a passport or visa
and staying in India for any length of time shall
not be treated as an illegal migrant if he or she is
in possession of proper identity documents.
No such document is required for children
below the age group of 10 years as per the provisions of the India-Nepal treaty signed in 1950, the
statement said.

tunity to serve people.
"When you try and connect everything to elections,
like unveiling the statue of Sir
Chhotu Ram or Swachchh
Bharat Mission, it reduces the
importance of the event," he
said, adding that the BJP is
doing social service and will
continue doing it.
The BJP on Tuesday
blamed Congress president
Rahul Gandhi and Congress
MLA from Gujarat Alpesh
Thakor for violence against
Hindi-speaking people in the
State.
An estimated 50,000
Hindi-speaking migrants from
UP and Bihar have fled Gujarat.
BJP spokesman Sambit
Patra claimed that Congress
MLA Alpesh Thakor was
fomenting attacks on migrants
and sought his dismissal from
the party. Patra said over a period Rahul was creating confusion in the country to promote
himself.
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enefitting around 12 lakh
Railway employees, the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday approved
payment of productivity-linked
bonus (PLB) equivalent to 78
days' wages to all eligible nongazetted Railway employees,
excluding RPF and RPSF personnel, for the 2017-18 financial year.
The Cabinet also allotted C3074
crore for the establishment of two
new permanent campuses of the
Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research (IISER) in
Tirupati and Behrampur.
The productivity-linked bonus
to railway employees has been estimated at C2,044.31 crore, a statement said. The wage calculation

ceiling prescribed for payment of
PLB to eligible non-gazetted railway staff is C7,000 per month and
the maximum amount payable per
eligible railway employee for 78
days
is
C17,951,
it
said.Productivity-linked bonus is
paid each year before the Dusshera
and Puja holidays.
For the year 2017-18 PLB
equivalent to 78 days' wages will
be paid, which is expected to
motivate the employees for working towards improving the performance of the Railways, the
statement said.
The construction of the two
campuses of IISER shall be completed by December, 2021. The
total cost likely to be incurred is
C3074.12 crore," an official state-

ment said.
"The creation of two posts of
Registrar, one in each IISER, has
also been approved. Both the
IISERs will be constructed in area
of 1,17,000 sqm which will have
complete infrastructural facilities
for 1,855 students each," it added.
The IISERs will provide top
quality science education at the
undergraduate and postgraduate
level, PHDs and Integrated
PHDs."They will carr y out
research in frontier areas of science
and will enable India move
towards a knowledge economy by
attracting best scientific talent as
faculty and prepare a strong base
of scientific manpower in India,"
the statement said.

New Delhi: India and Japan
have held the second meeting
of their Act East Forum, during which they agreed to boost
cooperation on connectivity
projects in the northeast, a
Japanese Embassy statement
said.
The meeting of 'JapanIndia Act East Forum' was
held on October 8 under the
co-chairmanship of Japan's
Ambassador Kenji Hiramatsu
and Foreign Secretary Vijay
Gokhale.
Ambassador Hiramatsu
emphasised on cooperation in
the northeast region, ranging
from connectivity to people-topeople exchanges and the need
to come up with concrete projects, the statement said.
The forum witnessed lively discussions, in which the
representatives from relevant
Ministries and States of the
NER shared their views, the
statement said.
"As a result of the meeting,
future orientation of cooperation in northeast was confirmed, ranging from the road
and bridge connectivity projects; forest management projects in states of Tripura and
Meghalaya; a new initiative to
utilise bamboo which is abundant in the region; and to
enhance people-to-people
exchanges," it said.
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uesdays arrest of RR Gopal,
T
editor of Nakkheeran, a
Tamil weekly, by Chennai
Police under Section 124 of the
IPC and his subsequent release
by a city court judge was a controversy which could been
avoided by the powers that
complained against the former.
The complaint against Gopal
was filed by T Sengottaiyan,
Deputy Secretary of Governor
Banwarilal Purohit, invoking
Section 124 of the IPC.
The section states that
“whoever, with the intention of
inducing or compelling the
President of India, or Governor
of any State, to exercise or
refrain from exercising in any
manner any of the lawful powers of such President or
Governor, assaults or wrongfully restrains, or attempts
wrongfully to restrain, or overawes, by means of criminal
force or the show of criminal
force, or attempts so to overawe, such President or
Governor, shall be punished
with imprisonment of either
description for a term which
may extend to seven years, and
shall also be liable to fine.”
But a lawyer in Madras
High Court said that other than
publishing reports linking the
Raj Bhavan staff with an associate professor Nirmala Devi
who is known to have enticed
girl students in her college to

offer sexual favours to the
higher ups, neither Gopal nor
his team of journalists have
done anything to invoke section 124 of the IPC.
Nakheeran is known as a
publication “specialising” in
spicy and steamy reports which
are not taken seriously by any
section of Tamil society. N
Ram, proprietor of a pro-Left
English daily, who was consulted by the XIII Metropolitan
Magistrate S Gopinathan, told
the latter that he would not
print in his newspaper the
kind of reports and articles
published by Gopal and that
sums up the quality of
Nakheeran. “I practice a different kind of journalism,”
Ram told the Magistrate.
Lawyers on Madras High
Court told The Pioneer on condition of anonymity that the
Governor could have ignored
Nakheeran. “There was a steamy
report in a prominent Tamil
magazine on the relation
between a former Chief Minister
of the State and a lead star of

Tamil movies. It was also mentioned that the former Chief
Minister, a much married man,
may tie the nupital ties with the
start. But the politician chose to
ignore the report and the matter ended there,” said a lawyer.
Banwarilal, who has been
following a pro-active style as
the Governor is seen by the
opposition DMK, the
Congress, the Lefts and Tamil
chauvinist outfits as the agent
of the BJP which is trying to get
a foothold in Tamil Nadu. All
actions by the Governor are
coming under attack irrespective of their merit.
The Raj Bhavan staff too is
adding to the woes of the
Governor by deleting portions
of the speeches he delivers at
public meetings. On Saturday
while addressing a seminar on
quality education, Purohit had
disclosed how people had told
him that crores of rupees were
exchanged in the appointment
of vice chancellors in Tamil
Nadu universities and how he
was struggling to cleanse the
system. This portion of the
speech was deleted by the Raj
Bhavan from the copies distributed to the media and the
Governor had to make them
issue another release incorporating the deleted portion.
Chennai Raj Bhavan is witnessing a war of ner ves
between the Governor and the
staff appointed by the
AIADMK and the DMK
Governments.
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engal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has launched a
B
veiled attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for introducing
a brand of politics that is devoid
of courtesy. Writing in the
Trinamool Congress mouthpiece Jaago Bangla, Mamata has
compared Modi’s team with that
of late Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee saying the earlier
regime was far more politically
courteous and culturally
adorable than the one led by
Modi today.
Modi’s team was politically
uneducated and lacked courtesy,
Mamata has said. “How will they
be able to run the country when
it can be clearly seen that they
(present regime) have no basic
political education?” Mamata
has said adding the leaders in
Modi Government “should take
lessons of political courtesy
from Atalaji.”
The Trinamool Congress
had earlier severely condemned
Bengal BJP chief Dilip Ghosh for
foul-mouthing the ruling outfit
saying when the BJP will come
to power “we will peel their
(TMC workers) skin off, rub salt
in it and make them run for their
lives.” Referring to the late Prime
Minister she has written how she
enjoyed an excellent rapport
with him. “We often interacted,

shared our political views but
never attacked each other like
this in the public,” Mamata says
insisting, today leaders threaten
others and conduct themselves
as gang lords.
Mamata who has for the
past a few days been on an inaugural spree unveiling Kolkata’s
top Durga Pujas mostly organised by top Trinamool leaders
including Ministers and MLAs
was also happy about the
Wednesday’s Calcutta High
Court order refusing to interfere with the Government decision to grant C10,000 each to
the 28,000 clubs organising
Durga Pujas all across the State.
The Division Bench of Acting
Chief Justice Debashis Kar Gupta
and Justice Shampa Sarkar on
Wednesday vacated the earlier
interim stay on C28 crore
Governmental grant to the Puja
organisers saying prima facie
there was no need for the High
Court to interfere with a decision
which should otherwise be evaluated by the Legislature.
Senior State Minister Firhad
Hakiim who himself organises
the Chetla Agragami Durga
Puja welcomed the Court order
saying the political opposition in
Bengal had become professional litigants who find pleasure in
challenging Government decisions in court. “I welcome the
court order,” he added.
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he Reang migrants from
Mizoram, who have been
sheltered in six relief camps in
Tripura for over two decades
and who were on the verge of
repatriation, have urged the
Centre to resume relief that
has been stopped for the past
10 days, an official said on
Wednesday.
With the repatriation of
32,876 refugees from Tripura
to Mizoram still hanging in
the balance, the government
had stopped providing them
relief from October 1.
It was aimed at compelling them to return to
their villages in the neighbouring state from where
they had fled 21 years back.
The Reang refugees, comprising 5,407 families, have
been staying in Tripura's
Kanchanpur and Panisagar
since October 1997 following
ethnic tension after a Mizo
forest official was killed.
"The refugee leaders under
the banner of Mizoram Bru
Displaced People's Forum
(MBDPF) in a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Rajnath
Singh have urged the Centre to
restart the supply of relief," the
North Tripura District
Administration official said.
The five-page letter signed
by 14 refugee leaders, was
sent to Modi and Singh
through North Tripura
District Magistrate Raval
Hamendra Kumar.

two months are worried over
the impact of Rafale defence
deal and its consequences on its
existence. The present disposition and the Defence Minister
along with the Indian Air Force
are blaming HAL’s capability as
the reason for the failure of
2007 Rafale deal.
A HAL senior executive
told The Pioneer on the condition anonymity that they
have roped in the uniformed
officers of IAF to clarify and
justify the deal blaming the
HAL for delays.
He said “ It is understood
that the serving officers can
reveal what is permitted (
approved under an internal
note-on-file cleared by
Secretary of the Ministry of
Defence and the Defence
minister), while the general
public, the parliament and
media is not privy to price
data of the Rafale deal.
A selective release of data
is carried out on Rafale deal
and a well-orchestrated
defamation campaign against
HAL is under way simultaneously”.
“Four operations are
simultaneously underway in
terms of Rafale deal,
“Operation Clarification”,
“Operation Justification”,
“Operation Diversion of the
subject” and “Operation smear
campaign against HAL. At the
outset let it be known that
Rafale is a good aircraft and
there is no doubt about that. It
is conceded again, at the outset, that current senior officers

added.
Air Marshal Raghunath
Nambiar, Deputy Chief Air
Staff (Plans), in an interview
to the press recently has
clarified the misinformation
being spread about the size of
offset business. Air Marshall
Nambiar said that IAF has
been part of the commercial
negotiation for the purchase
of MMRCAs. He clarifies that
Rafale deal is around C58,000
crore and hence the offset
obligation should ideally be
C29,000 crore (corresponding to 50% offset). And no single party is getting business of
that much amount, not even
Dassault. However, the
deputy chief says that the
deal with Dassault is worth
C13,000 Crore and the offset
obligations of Dassault is
C6,500 crore only.
The executive said. IAF
also clarified that DRDO gets
a major portion of the offsets.
In order to understand this
puzzle, it is clarified that aircrafts are not bought as one
piece like a car, but the major
components are bought separately from respective manufacturers which are fitted
into the plane by the manufacturer of the plane. In the
case of fighter jets, the number of components and their
supplier is much more, and
buyers deal directly with
them.
Apart from the main airframe, a fighter plane has an
engine, weapon systems, missiles, radar systems, electronic warfare systems, evasion systems, ejection seats
etc, all of which are made by
different companies.
He said “In case of the
Rafale deal, there are four
main suppliers, Dassault,
Safran which makes the
engine, Thales which makes
several electrical, electronic
systems and sensors, and
MBDA which will supply mis-

contract to be signed by the
OEM and guarantees to be
given by OEM , even for HAL
manufactured aircrafts”.
“It is sad that If IAF insists
on guarantees by the OEM, for
the machines produced by
licenced manufactured by
Indian firm, that will sound
death knell for the ToT and
licence manufacturing in
India”, he added.
Amid political slugfest
between BJP and Congress,
the cause of self-reliance has
been side lined. When it is to
be manufactured in India, driving factor for making decisions should not be cost alone,
it should be coupled with
strategic consideration and
self-reliance, he insists.
Another officer privy to the
entire episode said “In Defence
Procurement Procedure document (DPP), the preamble
states “Self-reliance is a major
corner-stone on which the military capability of any nation
must rest. There is also
immense potential to leverage
the manpower and engineering
capability within the country
for attaining self-reliance in
design, development and manufacturing in defence sector. It
is therefore of utmost importance that the concept of ‘Make
in India’ remains the focal
point of the defence acquisition
policy/procedure “.
“ It does not make sense
to go into the details of costs
involved, since the actual numbers are not available, except
stating that, to the price quoted in 2007, it is a standard
norm to add escalation (3% or
less or as per quoted formula,
which depends on LIBOR
indices etc.) and catering to
Exchange rate variation
(ERV)”, he added.
It is debatable whether the
DPP 2013, Fast Track
Procedure (Chapter IV, page
338-351) is followed for 36
Rafale Contract. The procedure

after the approval of special
DAC, further steps are permitted. DAC should approve as
per para 6b, an “option of
procuring from friendly countries ex-stock or through lease,”
he quotes.
“ Alternatively, “Additional
Provisions”, permit (as per
paras 22-24, page 344, Chapter
IV of DPP 2016,) for
Government-to Government
Agreements at Appropriate levels. A preliminary reading
indicates that the prior
approval of DAC is mandatory in the Fast Track procedure,
before any Government-to
Government Agreements are
taken up.
A retired head of a division at HAL on the condition
of anonymity says there is no
point in going into offsets
and offset partners, since
HAL has nothing to do with
offsets. “In the current mood,
HAL would not have recruited more man power, instead
would have gone in for substantial subcontracting of the
assemblies to Indian vendors.
Let us not forget that HAL is
the only company in India
capable of absorbing Transfer
of Technologies,” he justifies
his stand.
If This argument is accepted this deal would have created a vibrant eco system of suppliers, which would have eventually led to creation of strong
private players in the field.
The make in India of 108
Aircrafts would have generated
huge employment. That would
be a better option, instead of
giving into penchant of IAF to
have “Imported toys’ and listening to their favourite pastime
of blaming HAL.
As Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said It is high
time India moves towards
the doctrine “Defend the
nation with indigenous
machines” and the “doctrine
of self reliance”.

eti parhao is a national slogan and a mission but how
the girls should go to school if
they are eve-teased, harassed and
molested by the village ruffians?
This is what happening in
Bihar. First there was report
about boys physically attacking
and beating the girls by storming in their campus and hostel of Kasturba Gandhi residential school in a village in
Supaul district a few days back
and now equally serious incident of attack on girls, following attempts to sexually harass
them, going to high school.
As a result the girls of
Ekparha village under Simri
Bakhtiarpur police station in
Saharsa, the district neighbouring Supaul, have dropped
out of school. After an incident
on last Thursday, the guardians
of the girls, who are students
of class X and XII, decided that
they should not go to school.
The helpless girls, numbering
about 38, have urged Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar to
intervene and help them out.
On that day when the girls
in group on bicycle were going
to upgraded high school, 7 km
away from their village, some

miscreants stopped them in
bid to sexually harass them.
When this was happening,
two boys of the same village,
one of them younger brother
of one of the victims, saw and
resisted the ruffians who
attacked the two and left one
of them with fractured arm.
An indifferent local administration showed little interest
when the parents of the girls
went to file case. The administration swung into action when
some TV channels crew reached
the village and inquired about
the incident.
The sub-divisional police
officer of Simri Bakhtiarpur
Mridula Kumari said an FIR
has been registered and police
team was conducting raids to
nab the culprits. But on the
other hand the guardians of
the accused youths resisted the
police action. Kumari said
police would be deployed on
the route to the inter college
situated in another village.
There is no high school in
Ekparha village and the girls
keen to continue their higher
studies pedal to a high school
in neighbouring village which
is 7 km away from their village.
The girls told some visiting
reporters that they were being

harassed for over one year but
they did not tell their guardians
fearing they would be not
allowed to continue their education. But when they found it
was enough and when the ruffians started attacking their
brothers the incident was
known to all.
One of the girls was quoted as saying that they were
undergoing this ordeal for a
long time. “They would hurl
abuses, pass on lewd comments
and sing obscene Bhojpuri
songs when we pass through the
way. It was very depressing,” she
said. Mother of one of the girls
said, “We have stopped the
girls from going to school. No
one stops the miscreants. What
we will do if something worse
happens to our daughters.”
Saharsa SP Rakesh Kumar
said the accused have been
identified and the police have
intensified efforts to arrest all
the accused.
Meanwhile, the National
Human Right Commission
issued a notice to the Bihar
Government over beating of 34
girl students of Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalaya by the miscreants in Supaul. The Commission
took suo motto cognisance of the
media reports.
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n connection with attacks on
migrant workers in Gujarat
over the issue of rape on 14months-old girl, the State
Human Rights Commission
has issued notices to the Chief
Secretary JN Singh as well as
the Director General of Police
(DGP) Shivanand Jha on
Wednesday.
The chairperson of the
Commission Justice (retired)
Abhilasha Kumari has asked
both the top officials to submit
a detailed report on the attacks
and exodus of labourers, predominantly belonging to Hindi
belt States in the next 20 days.
According to her Gujarat’s
Chief Secretary Singh and DGP
Jha would have to mention on
what kind of measures they had
taken to ensure safety of migrant
workers to maintain peace and
harmony in the State.
Following the alleged rape
on a toddler and the arrest of
a labourer identified as
Ravindra Sahu on September
28, 2018, attacks on migrant
workers initiated, especially
on those labourers who belong

to Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.
Sahu, who is working in a local
ceramic factory in Sabarkantha
district in North Gujarat,
belongs to Bihar.
In a bid to take political
advantage of the situation political leaders too jumped and
tried to provoke locals against
the Hindi-speaking workers. As
a result of it, the violence
against the migrant workers
spread in six districts including
Mehsana, Gandhinagar,
Ahmedabad, Surendranagar,
Banaskantha and Sabarkantha.
Out of fear, especially due to
threatening social media messages, thousands of Hindispeaking labourers fled to their
respective States well ahead of
Diwali festival by taking
extended vacation.
Congress MLA from
Radhanpur constituency
Alpesh Thakor’s alleged
provocative speeches inspired
Kshtriya Thakor Sena to attack
on migrant labourers. The
social organisation of OBC
Thakor community is headed
by non-other than Alpesh, who
is also AICC nominated secretary for Bihar State.
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police
on
Wednesday arrested
G
Tohid Aalam Khan, vice-president of Vadodara Youth
Congress for threatening
Gujarati Samaj on social
media over the issue of attacks
on Hindi-speaking migrant
labourers. Khan has done
MBA from famous Maharaja
Sayajirao University of
Vadodara and he is residing at
Gorava area of the city known
as cultural capital of Gujarat.
Considering the seriousness of the situation, Gujarat
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani
came into action and gave
assurance to take stern action
against those elements who
were responsible for spreading
hatred in the name of regions.
Gujarat’s Minister of State for
Home Pradipsinh Jadeja said
that 533 people including some
Congress leaders were arrested
in connection with attacks on
migrant labourers.
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he Gujarat Government
T
will approach the High
Court for setting up a fast
track court for speedy trial in
the rape case of 14-months-old
girl, who was allegedly raped by
a worker belonging to Bihar.
The incident ignited anger
among the locals which resulted into attack on innocent
Hindi-speaking labourers in six
districts of the State. Sources
close to development said that
the State Government would
appoint special public prosecutor for the trial of the case in
a fast track court on a day-today basis and complete the
entire process up to conviction
within a month.
Sources said that similar
courts would also be set up for
other incidents of attacks on
the minors and complete the
hearings within a month on the
lines of the steps taken by the
Madhya Pradesh Government
on such issues.
Meanwhile, the State
administration on Wednesday
handed over a cheque for C4.50
lakhs as compensation to the
family of victim as decided by
the State legal aid committee.
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ing the elephants, and this was
not easy task," adding, "The
herd of elephants moved constantly, often at night. The forest cover was dense and it was
not possible to sight the elephants easily. Wildlife SOS and
the Chhattisgarh Forest
Departmentdeployed a team of
elephant trackers who tracked
the elephant herd every single
day for several months to
understand their movement
patterns," the official added.

o deter human-wildlife
T
conflict and to save seasonal crops, the wild elephants
have been collared in
Chhattisgarh forest range by
forest department with the
assistance of wildlife NGO.
Interestingly with this Radio
collared movement of elephant
herd will be tracked and this
will help in saving the crops,
especially during nights.
Incidentally, nearly 20 lives
have been lost in Chhattisgarh
where a herd of 19 elephants
came come into conflict with
human beings after their habitat was disturbed and they
were displaced from the forests
of neighbouring Odisha State.
Dr Arun Sha, DirectorResearch and Veterinar y
Operations, Wildlife SOS said,
"The radio collaring operation
was very challenging and quite
risky. We darted the female elephant after tracking her for
nearly six kilometres in deep
forests and induced partial
sedation with a tranquilizer. In
a procedure called standing
sedation, which was carried out
with exceptional care and precision, we radio collared the
female elephant who is also the
matriarch of the herd. This will
now enable us to track the
movements of the herd and see
what ranging patterns emerge.
Next we hope to radio collar
two bull elephants also from
the same herd."
Interestingly, Matriarch older female elephant lead the
group of 19 member strong
herd and used to venture out
to agricultural farms that border the forest areas in
Mahasamund district. "The
herd goes in field to eat crops
at night as the forest could not
serve them sufficient nutrition food for them, however,
when villagers try to drive
them away to protect their
crops, the elephants panic
and run helter-skelter causing
damage to crops, property
and also human live," said
Wildlife SoS official.
The official further said
that to address the rapidly
growing Human Elephant

Conflict, (HEC) launched the
radio collar movement has
been started this will not only
help track their movement but
also create an early earning
alert system to help save
human lives too.
Under Human - Elephant
Conflict Mitigation program in
this area - After working closely with Chhattisgarh Forest

Department to also collate data
on the extent of crop damage ,
and other possible cause of the
conflict, to come up with a sustainable solution to the conflict, to come up with a sustainable solution to the problem," the Wildlife SOS (WSOS)
official explained.
"Real Challenge before us
was locating and radio collar-
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Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court on Wednesday quashed
the much-discussed molestation
and harassment case filed by the
city police based on a complaint
by actress Preity Zinta in 2014
against her ex-boyfriend and
industrialist Ness Wadia.
A HC division bench of
justices Ranjit More and Bharti
Dangre quashed the case registered by the Marine Drive
police in June 2014, after both
Zinta and Wadia along with
their lawyers appeared before
the judges in their chamber.
Confirming that the case
against his client had been
quashed, Wadia’s lawyer Aabad
Ponda said: "The case against
Ness has been quashed. We
have been told by the court not

to divulge anything more".
Zinta's lawyers also refused to
spell out details.
At the previous hearing
held on October 1, the court
had suggested that Wadia and
Zinta settle the issue amicably.
Zinta's lawyer had said she was
willing to settle the matter if
Wadia was ready to apologise.
Advocate Ponda had then said
that his client was ready to
bury the hatchet, but he would
not apologise.
The alleged incident had
taken place at the Wankhede
stadium on the evening of
May 30, 2014 during an Indian
Premier League (IPL) match.
In a formal complaint
lodged with the Marine Drive
police on June 12, 2014, Zinta
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ow to moderate turnout
was recorded in the second
of the four-phased municipal
body elections in Jammu &
Kashmir on Wednesday with
only 3.4 per cent voters turning
to polling booths in Kashmir
valley while Jammu region witnessing enthusiastic 78.6 per
cent turnout. The overall percentage stayed at 31.3 per cent,
less than the 56.7 per cent
turnout in the inaugural phase
of the polls held on October 8.
The voting was held amid
boycott call by the separatists
and decision of two mainstream
parties—National Conference
(NC) and Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) to stay away from
the process. The polling began
at 6 am, minutes before the sunrise. The timing had been
revised without giving any reason but some leaders said the
timing was adjusted to broaden room for manipulation.
“Overall 30 per cent polling

was witnessed in the Phase-II
of Municipal Polls-2018 across
J&K. In Jammu division, 76 per
cent polling was witnessed in
214 wards while Kashmir division witnessed average 3 per
cent polling in 49 wards with
Bandipora recording the highest of 35.6 per cent voting,” an
official spokesman quoting
Chief Electoral Officer Shaleen
Kabra said.
The highest polling percentage of 84.8 per cent was
recorded in Reasi, the
CEO said.
“The cumulative polling
percentage in both phases is
47.2 per cent with 67.7 per cent
voting recorded in Jammu division and 8.3 per cent in
Kashmir division,” he said.
In the absence of NC and
PDP, the contest is mainly
between Congress and BJP
candidates in Kashmir valley.
The BJP has fielded several
Kashmiri Hindu candidates
who are living outside Kashmir
since 1989.

had alleged that Wadia
grabbed her hand and abused
her in full public view at the
Wankhede stadium. Later on
June 24, the police had recorded the actress’ supplementary
statement and through her,
recreated the sequence of
events involving run-in
between her and Ness that
took place on May 30.
Zinta and Wadia are coowners of the IPL team Kings XI
Punjab. Among other things,
Zinta had alleged that Wadia was
abusing the team staff over ticket distribution when she asked
him to calm down as their team
was winning. Wadia, however,
allegedly abused and molested
her by grabbing her arm.
Based on Zinta’s com-

plaint, the Marine Drive
police had registered a case
against Wadia under IPC sections 354 (assault or criminal
force to woman with intent to
outrage her modesty), 504
(intentional insult), 506
(criminal intimidation) and
509 (using word, gesture or
act intended to insult the
modesty of a woman).
In February this year, the
Mumbai Police had filed a
charge-sheet in the case against
Wadia. Subsequently, Wadia
moved the high court seeking to
quash the proceedings against
him. In his petition, Wadia
claimed the case arose out of
"personal vengeance" and the
incident was merely a "misunderstanding". TN Raghunatha

It’s all Maya
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WXbXbPR[PbbXRcP[T^UcWTfP[[bR^\X]VRaPbWX]VS^f]^]PWXVWU[hX]VVa^d_
>]RTd_^]PcX\TcWT0\aP_P[X6a^d_^UaTP[TbcPcTSTeT[^_TabWPSbXV]TS
d_8]SXP]RaXRZTcRP_cPX]<PWT]SaPBX]VW3W^]XfW^fPbcWT]PbWTXb
]^fP]XR^]^UP]Tf[hR^]UXST]c8]SXP3W^]XWPS[XUcTScWTF^a[S2d_X]<d\QPX
P]SWXbX\PVT^]QX[[Q^PaSbP]S]Tfb_P_TaPSeTacXbT\T]cb_a^\^cX]V0\aP_P[X
STeT[^_\T]cbfTaTb_[PbWTSPRa^bbcWT=2AfWTaTcWTVa^d_fPbQdX[SX]VbTe
TaP[WXVW_a^UX[T]TfQdX[SX]Vb_PacXRd[Pa[hX]cWT=^XSPP]S6aTPcTa=^XSPaTVX^]
7^fTeTafWT]cWTQ^cc^\RP\TRaPbWX]VS^f]^]cWTaTP[TbcPcT\PaZTcPb
ST\P]SR^[[P_bTSP]ScWTV^^ScX\TbT]STS0\aP_P[XfWXRWWPSSXeTacTSUd]Sb
Ua^\^]T_a^YTRcc^P]^cWTaX]cWTTg_TRcPcX^]cWPcV^^ScX\Tbf^d[S]TeTaT]S
U^d]SXcbT[U[TUcfXcW^dcP]h\^]ThCWT_a^Q[T\fPbcWPcad]]X]V^dc^U\^]Th
\TP]ccWPc^eTa#!W^\TQdhTabfTaT[TUcWXVWP]SSahP[b^_PhX]VQPRZ
[^P]b^]W^\TcWPcSXS]^cTgXbcX]\P]hRPbTbTeT]cWTf^aZ^]cWTQdX[SX]Vb
WPS]^cTeT]bcPacTS0]SPbU^a3W^]XWTP[b^R[PX\TScWPccWTVa^d_^fTS
WX\C $Ra^aTX]UTTbP]S\dRW[XZTcWTW^\T^f]TabWTfPbP[b^RWTPcTS
CWTRPbTPVPX]bccWTVa^d_WPbQTT]fX]SX]VXcbfPhcWa^dVWcWTBd_aT\T
2^dacfWXRWST\P]STSPU^aT]bXRPdSXc^UcWTPRR^d]cb^UcWTR^\_P]hP]S
P[[XcbbdQbXSXPaXTbc^UX]S^dcfWTaTcWT\^]Thc^fPaSbQdX[SX]VW^\TbfT]c
7^fTeTacWTR^dacP__^X]cTSPdSXc^abU^d]ScWT\bT[eTbbch\XTSQhcWTSTeT[
^_TabP]ScWTXa[PfhTab1dcUX]P[[hcWTBd_aT\T2^dacSTRXSTScWPcT]^dVW
fPbT]^dVWP]SbT]ccWaTTSXaTRc^ab^UcWTR^\_P]hX]c^_^[XRTRdbc^Shd]cX[
cWThbWPaTcWTPRR^d]cb^UcWTR^\_P]hCWTR^\_P]hWPbS^SVTSS^X]Vb^
d]cX[]^fQTRPdbT_^bbXQ[haTeTP[X]VcWTPRR^d]cbfX[[_a^eTcWPccWTR^\_P
]hSXSX]STTSPb\P]hW^\TQdhTabP[[TVTbX_W^]^UU\^]ThX]c^_Tab^]P[
PRR^d]cb7^fTeTacWT`dTbcX^]XbfWTcWTaPUTf]XVWcbX]cWT[^RZd_^UP
?^[XRTBcPcX^]RWP]VTcWTXa\X]Sb.4eT]XUXcS^TbcWTUPRcXbcWPcPb^Uc^SPh
cWTaTXb]^c\dRWcWTBd_aT\T2^dacRP]S^c^VTccWTUd]SbQPRZc^fPaSb
R^\_[TcX]VcWTQdX[SX]VbP]ScWTVa^d_XbR[TPa[h]^cX]P_^bXcX^]c^_PhR^\
_T]bPcX^]c^cWTW^\TQdhTabP[b^0]ScWXbbc^ahXbaT_TPcTSPRa^bbbTeTaP[
^cWTaVa^d_bPbfT[[2^]caPRcX]VcWT_dQ[XRbTRc^a=122c^fPaSbUX]XbWX]V\P]h
^UcWT_a^YTRcbPbcWTBd_aT\T2^dacWPbbPXS\XVWc_a^eXSTbdRR^aX]cWT[^]V
cTa\cWTcWT]PeaPc]PR^\_P]hfWXRWXbX]cWT\XSbc^UUX]XbWX]VbTeTaP[\PY^a
_a^YTRcbX]3T[WX\XVWcQT^eTaTgcT]STSP]ScPZTbTeTaP[hTPabc^R^\_[TcT
cWTbT_a^YTRcbP]ScWTaTPaTUTfP]bfTabc^fWTaTcWTUd]Sbc^R^\_[TcTcWT
_a^YTRcbfX[[R^\TUa^\=^c^][hWPbcWTaTP[TbcPcTbTRc^ab^daTSR^]cX]d
X]VX]RXST]cb[XZTcWPc^U0\aP_P[XD]XcTRWP]S9Ph_TTWPeTbWPccTaTScWTR^]
UXST]RT^UW^\TQdhTabPbfT[[Pb_^cT]cXP[W^\TQdhTabP]S]^cYdbcX]cWT=2A
QdcPRa^bbcWTR^d]cahCWTBd_aT\T2^dac\XVWcWT[_P]S_d]XbWcW^bTfW^
RWTPcTScWTW^\TQdhTabfWTcWTacWThSXSb^ST[XQTaPcT[h^a]^cQdc\Ph]^c
QTPQ[Tc^S^P]hcWX]Vc^\PZTcWT\PaZTcaTVPX]R^]UXST]RT

C

:LWK$PUDSDOLGLUHFWRUVILQDOO\EHLQJVHQWWRSROLFHUHPDQGWKH
6XSUHPH&RXUWGLVSOD\VWKDWLWLVIHGXSZLWKGHOD\LQJWDFWLFV

Facade crumbles

Bihar deputy Chief Minister Sushil Modi’s 300-page
book, Lalu Leela, which was launched today, lists
details of multiple corruption cases against Lalu
Yadav and his family. The BJP leader has painstakingly detailed every alleged deal made by the RJD
chief and his close family members including properties acquired by them. This Diwali in Bihar the
traditional Ramlila may just get overshadowed!
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PhX]VcaXQdcTc^cWTU^d]STa^UcWT1PWdYP]BP\PY?Pach:P]bWXAP\^]WXb
!cWSTPcWP]]XeTabPahX]cWT2P_XcP[^]CdTbSPh_PachRWXTU<PhPfPcXX]
TUUTRcUXaTScWT^_T]X]VbP[e^X]]TV^cXPcX^]bfXcWcWT2^]VaTbbU^aP_aT
_^[[P[[XP]RTU^acWT! (;^ZBPQWPT[TRcX^]fWT]bWTXcTaPcTScWPccWT1B?fX[[
]^c°QTVU^abTPcb±c^bTP[cWTcXTd_2^\X]VPbcWXbS^Tb^]c^_^UcWTd]X[Pc
TaP[STRXbX^]^UcWT1B?bd_aT\^c^V^XcP[^]TU^acWT0bbT\Q[hT[TRcX^]bX]
2WWPccXbVPaW<PSWhP?aPSTbWP]SAPYPbcWP]P^]RTQXccT]2^]VaTbbUXT[STS
[TPSTabbdRWPbAPY1PQQPac^T\_WPbXbTcWT°aTb_TRc±cWT_PachP]SXcb[TPS
TabWX_WPbU^acWT1B?P°]PcX^]P[_Pach±P]SXcb°]PcX^]P[_aTbXST]c±°CWT_Pach
fX[[WPeTcP[Zb^]P]P[[XP]RTfXcWWTafXcWP[[SdTaTb_TRcBWTfX[[]TeTaWPeT
c^QTVU^aP]P[[XP]RT±1PQQPabPXS1TWX]ScWXb_dQ[XRTgRWP]VTPX\TS\PX]
[hPcbdbbX]V^dcTPRW^cWTa³b]TV^cXPcX]VbcP]RTP]SbT]SX]V^dcP\TbbPVTc^
cWTRPSaTc^ZTT_cWT\T]cWdbTScWTT[TRc^aP[aTP[XchXbcWPcQ^cW_PacXTb]TTS
TPRW^cWTaU^acWT;^ZBPQWP_^[[aTVPaS[Tbb^UcWTUPcT^UcWTPccT\_cPc[PaVTa
>__^bXcX^]d]XchXTcWT\PWPVPcWQP]SWP]
CWT\PcWXbTPbhc^S^CWT2^]VaTbb_^[[TS ("_TaRT]c^UcWT_^_d[Pa
e^cTX]cWT! #6T]TaP[4[TRcX^]X]cWTUPRT^U hTPab^UP]cXX]Rd\QT]RhP]S
P=PaT]SaP<^SXfPeTfWX[TcWT1B?fWXRWT\TaVTSPbcWTcWXaS[PaVTbc_Pach
]PcX^]P[[hX]cTa\b^Ue^cTbWPaTV^c# _TaRT]c8]cTa\b^UbTPcbcW^dVWXc
fPbPSTQPR[TU^aQ^cW_PacXTbfXcWcWT2^]VaTbbfX]]X]V^][h##P]ScWT1B?
UPX[X]Vc^^_T]XcbPRR^d]c8c³ScWTRWT\XbcahcW^dVWcWPc³bRadRXP[QTRPdbTcWT
e^cTaQPbT^UcWT1B?P\^]V3P[XcR^\\d]XcXTbPRa^bb_Pacb^U=^acWP]S2T]caP[
8]SXPXbP[b^P]TbbT]cXP[R^\_^]T]c^UcWTTabcfWX[TR^aTb^RXP[R^P[XcX^]P[^]V
fXcW<db[X\bP]S1aPW\X]b^UcWT2^]VaTbbfWXRWXb]^fZTT]c^aTQdX[ScWPc
bd__^acQPbT<^aTc^cWT_^X]cW^fTeTaXbcWPcPbPR^\QX]TP2^]VaTbb
1B?P[[XP]RTf^d[S]^c^][hQTccTaXcbe^cTbWPaTP]SbTPcbcP[[hQdcP[b^PR`dXaT
bXiTPQ[TWTUcX]cWTX]]TafaP]V[X]VfWXRWXbbdaTc^cPZT_[PRTX]cWTd]fXT[Sh
\PWPVPcWQP]SWP]^U>__^bXcX^]_PacXTbPVPX]bccWT19?XUXcS^TbR^\Tc^UadXcX^]
fWTcWTa_PacXP[[h^afW^[[h5^acWT;^ZBPQWP_^[[P2^]VaTbb1B?P[[XP]RTR^d[S
W^_Tc^fT[[X]cWTBcPcTb^UDccPa?aPSTbWP[^]VfXcWcWTBP\PYfPSX?PachXc
f^d[S QT P \^]bcTa R^P[XcX^] <PSWhP ?aPSTbW ?d]YPQ APYPbcWP] P]S
2WWPccXbVPaWTeT]\^aTU^a\XSPQ[TfXcW0YXc9^VX³baTVX^]P[_PachX]c^f8]
BcPcTbbdRWPb3T[WXP]S:Pa]PcPZPc^^cWT1B?R^d[SWT[_PdV\T]cbTPcbU^a
cWTP[[XP]RTTb_TRXP[[hXUX]cWT[PccTacWT93B2^]VaTbb1B?P[[XP]RTW^[Sb6XeT]
cWT_^cT]cXP[cWXbXbP]P[[XP]RTfWXRWXbX]P[[[XZT[XW^^SV^X]Vc^QTU^a\P[XbTS
QTU^aTcWT! (6T]TaP[4[TRcX^]8]UPRccWT2^]VaTbbfWXRWXbbcX[[cahX]Vc^
PaaP]VTX]U^a\P[^]cWTVa^d]SR^^aSX]PcX^]fXcWcWT1B?U^acWT<PSWhP?aPSTbW
0bbT\Q[h_^[[fWTaT^UUXRXP[[hcWT1B?WPbP]]^d]RTSXcXbV^X]VXcP[^]TXb_^b
bXQ[hfPXcX]VU^acWT0bbT\Q[h_^[[bX]cWT7X]SXWTPac[P]SBcPcTbc^T]SQTU^aT
QTVX]]X]VP]PbbXSd^db_^[XcXRP[f^^X]V^U<PhPfPcX

?
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These type of remarks are mainly responsible
for alienation of the people. It doesn’t behove
a Governor to say such things.
—PDP chief spokesperson
RAFI AHMAD MIR

@?9>D2>D=C4A@?9>D

Sir — It is a depressing that despite the
Government’s ban on stubble burning,
farmers in States of Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have
been burning paddy to get rid of the
residue before they sow the winter
crop. It is a matter of fact that for the
Farmers in our country, stubble burning is the quickest and easiest option
to make their fields ready for the next
crop. The problem, however, is that
the smog generated from the burning
is an environmental hazard. High pollution levels in Delhi and NCR make
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the air highly toxic. Inferior air quality not only impacts the lives of
human beings, but also affects our
crops and forests.
As it is Delhi has a higher pollution level due to high vehicular density on its roads. And now since the
new crop season is about to begin,
burning of crop stubble will only
aggravate the problem. The
Government, the law enforcement
agencies and concerned authorities
must enforce stringent measures so as
to put an end to this exercise.
Devendra Khurana
Bhopal

Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Divided they stand” (October 10).
Notwithstanding the Supreme Court’s
order on Sabarimala, one is sanguine
that not many women would make it
to the temple. This not because of fear
but for some other reason.
One must understand that visit to
any temple is dictated by the divine call.
Unless one gets the signal, it is impossible for him/her to make the visit. Take
for example, How often does one visit
a temple nearby one’s home? May be
a few times, but definitely not on a reg-
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within the laws of chemistry and physics,
but doing so would require unprecedented changes.” Changes of a scale that people would readily accept if they faced an
imminent invasion by Nazis or Martians
— but that they are less willing to make
when their whole environment is at risk.
Humans are funny that way.
The report is a bracing dose of realism in many ways. It effectively says that
we can’t afford to go anywhere near
+2oC. It talks bluntly about the need to
end all fossil fuel use, reforest vast tracts
of marginal land, and cut down on meateating. It even admits that we will probably have to resort to geo-engineering —
‘solar radiation management’, in the jargon.
“If mitigation efforts do not keep global mean temperature below 1.5oC,” says
the report, “solar radiation modification
can potentially reduce the climate impacts
of a temporary temperature overshoot, in
particular extreme temperatures, rate of
sea-level rise, and intensity of tropical
cyclones.” Pumping sulphur dioxide into
the stratosphere is a scary stuff, but so is
runaway warming.
So far, so good. At least it’s being hon-

;4CC4ABC>C74438C>A

hey still haven’t dropped the other
shoe. The ‘Special Report on Global
Warming of 1.5C’ contains terrifying forecasts about what will happen
when we reach an average global temperature one-and-a-half degrees Celsius higher than the pre-industrial average. (We are
now at +1oC.) But it still shies away from
talking about the feedback, the refugees,
and mass death.
The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) ordered this special report in 2015, after the Paris climate
agreement effectively admitted that the traditional target — stopping the warming
before it reaches two degrees Celsius
higher — had been set too high. By then,
bad things will already be happening.
So all the countries that want to stop
the warming before it goes runaway
(everybody except the United States) formally kept the ‘never exceed’ target of
+2oC, but said that Governments should
‘aspire’ to stop the warming earlier, at
+1.5oC. And they asked the IPCC to figure out how hard that would be.
The answer, revealed at a meeting in
South Korea on October 7, is: Very hard.
We have effectively wasted the past 30
years since the climate change threat first
became known and there is now very little time left. In order to skid to a halt,
before we hit +1.5oC, we will have to cut
our greenhouse gas emissions by almost
half (45 per cent) in the next 12 years.
To cut emissions that fast by 2030, we
would have to decide to close down all the
remaining coal-fired power plants
within the next two years. It would take
the next decade to get that done and get
the same energy from expanded renewable
sources (water, wind and solar), leaving us
just on track to reach zero emissions
by 2050.
Climate scientist John Skea, who
worked on the report, summed it up:
“Limiting warming to 1.5oC is possible
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decision of the then Government,
as this was done at the cost of those
millions of children who remained
out of school because the major
portion of the education Budget
was spent on creating such elite
institutions.
The money should have been
ideally spent on schools especially primary schools. Rahul Gandhi
is blissfully ignorant of the silent
revolution taking place in education. Among the major paradigm
shifts in education is the use of
information and communication
technology in education.
The creation of the Study Webs
of Active–Learning for Young
Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM), massive open online course (MOOC)
platform and development of the
(Indian) content on it for education
is a landmark development. There
are more than three million learners using this platform which is far
ahead of the other platforms from
other developed nations.
The C ongress president
should be advised to catch up. The
beneficiaries of this and similar
other digital initiatives are learners who could not be provided the
luxury of sitting in Nehru/Gandhi
institutions created in towns and

Q^[Tc^bPhcWPccWTPRRd\d[PcX^]^URPaQ^]
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_WT]^\T]^]XbaTP[P]S]^cPW^PgCWTTgXb
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2004. A satellite dedicated to education was planned and launched
in 2004 immediately after the
NDA went out of office. The
capabilities of the EduSat
remained unutilised and the satellite was burnt out in 2011.
Education could have reached the
masses at a minimal cost but this
did not suit the decision makers
because they were interested in
creating more buildings and buying more computers.
Research by educationist
Professor Pawan Sharma carried
out on 10 districts on eastern Uttar
Pradesh reveals that the state of
primary education is the worst in
Amethi. Does Gandhi still want
the education Budget to go into
the hands of builders and mafia so
that the children remain illiterate?
The initiatives taken in the last
four years have benefited more
learners than the initiatives in the
last 50 years. To prove the point
further one needs to look at the
training of teachers.
The Right to Education Act
was passed during the UPA II in
2009 and the Government
promised to train all primary
teachers within five years, as this
was a mandatory condition. The
Government could not make provision for training of more than a
few lakh teachers up to the deadline of March 31, 2015. The present Government decided to provide training to nearly 15 lakh
teachers through the digital initiatives and they have all successfully completed two-third of their
studies and by the end of March
2019 they will all be provided the
required training as per the Right
to Education (RTE) Act.
To call academics RSS or
Congress is an insult. Academics
at best can have ideological stand
based on their understanding but
they not be called RSS or Congress
men. Gandhi and the like in politics should not make such loose
comments about academics and
academia.
If India has not fared well in
Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA) as well as Times
Higher Education World University
Rankings, it is because Rahul
Gandhi and the like keep making
such remarks, lowering the image
and morale of academia.
(The writer is Professor of
Education at Indira Gandhi
National Open University, New
Delhi. Views are personal)
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Divided they stand” (October 10).
Restricting the entry of women of a certain age into the Sabarimala in the name
of tradition shows our patriarchal mindset. When sati, child marriages and other
such practices were criminalised, its time
that this tradition too undergoes changes
for the greater good.
Anand
Via email
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cities established over 70 years.
Learners are now able to access
books and documents from
remote locations which they could
not do otherwise. Rahul Gandhi is
still thinking in terms of brick and
mortar institutions.
In his very first address to
Parliament, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had revealed his
vision of education for India and
the sub-continent. He had said that
India would launch a satellite for
education which will reach education not only to all parts of the
country, but to the neighbouring
South Asian countries as well. The
Ministry of Human Resource
Development launched a bouquet
of 32 direct-to-home (DTH) educational television channels on
July 7, 2017.
There are more than 30 million
(three crore) views of video lectures
broadcast through these channels.
Education is being made available
at much lower cost to the less privileged and the marginalised
through digital initiatives now
than ever before.
It is important to remind that
similar planning was done by the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) Government during 1999-

ular basis. And if one does visit the
temple regularly, it can be construed
that he/she is a blessed soul.
In the case of women, those who
are blessed to visit Sabarimala, will trek
the hill temple without any doubt.
There is no point in precipitating the
issue further. One should leave the matter to the presiding deity of Sabarimala
to adjudicate. He is the best judge. Since
the matter has come to such a pass, let
lord Ayyappa decide. After all we are
his devotees and our own entry into
Sabarimala must be decided by him.
VS Jayaraman
Chennai
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Those who were not had occupied
important positions in universities
during 2014 when the Congress-led
UPA was in power.
What was the criteria for selection of vice-chancellors during the
Congress rule? Incidentally, a glaring case of a vice-chancellor came
to my mind who was a Muslim
from Jammu & Kashmir and was
appointed for the post soon after a
Kashmiri was hanged for antinational activities. This, people
thought then, and it appears true
now that it was an act to appease
the Muslims in Jammu & Kashmir.
The vice-chancellor was later
sent/went on leave for whatever
reasons and he appealed to the
court against his ‘removal’. Two former Union Cabinet Ministers were
helping him in the court of law to
defend his case.
Before 2014, most people felt
that 10 Janpath and Ahmed Patel,
a close confidant of the UPA
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi, influenced the selection process of
vice-chancellors. In retrospect, it
appears true. The Gandhi family
when in power influenced the
selection process of vice-chancellors, Rahul Gandhi believes it continues even now. He should have
refrained from making such a
remark and waited till he came to
power and change the process of
selection of vice-chancellors if he
felt so strongly about it.
Rahul Gandhi also expressed
his concern that the Vidya Bharati
schools, that are run by the RSS had
been teaching content not in the
national interest. He questioned
their funding as well. He has again
erred in his understanding. The
Vidya Bharati schools are the successors, in the true sense, of the
national schools set up by Gandhiji
during the freedom struggle. Again,
he is not aware that the schools are
run by the funds collected through
fees and contributions of a large
number of people. Why has he
never asked similar questions to
other chain of schools established
with religious objectives? He is simply exposing himself by venturing
into such areas.
Rahul Gandhi also lamented
that the present Government has
not set up any institution worthy
of reference as his Government had
done by establishing the IITs and
the IIMs. This is no achievement
to be counted in the history of 70
years of Independent India. IITs
deserve to be praised but not the

Thorat’s biography, noted that the latter had
provided a time-table showing “how the
defences would fall day by day in case the
Chinese attacked”. He had also advocated the
use of the Air Force to counter China.
Sometimes, one is lucky. I recently came
across a file of the visit of Kushok Bakula
Rinpoche to Tibet in 1956; his secretary DD
Khosla brought to the notice of the
Government, the existence of the Aksai Chin
road: “The Chinese Government have secretly circulated a new map of Tibet among their
official organisations and the pro-Chinese
Institutions — in which they have shown the
whole of Aksai Chin (Soda Plains) hump as
a part of Tibet.” The information was dismissed by the Indian Embassy in Beijing, but
the point is that it was known to the Nehru
Government that China had built road on the
Indian territory several years before the
issue came to Parliament.
Why is the present Government protecting the Congress for blunders committed
more than 60 years ago? This, I am unable to
understand. The only solution would be to
create under the PMO, an office of the historian, which would make sure that the Indian
laws pertaining to records are scrupulously
respected. Just a Dream!
(The writer is an expert on India-China
relations and an author)
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HWDQRWKHUUHSRUWKDVZDUQHGWKDWVHYHUHFOLPDWHUHODWHGH[WUHPLWLHVDUH
LQWKHRIILQJLQWKHQHDUIXWXUH³WKLVWLPHD1REHO3UL]HZLQQLQJSDQHORI
VFLHQWLVWVKDVZDUQHGWKDWWKHGHDGO\KHDWZDYHVWKDWKLW,QGLDDQG3DNLVWDQ
LQFRXOGEHFRPH\HDUO\HYHQWVLIJOREDOWHPSHUDWXUHVULVHPRUHWKDQWZR
GHJUHH&HOVLXVFRPSDUHGWRSUHLQGXVWULDOOHYHOV7KH,QWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO3DQHO
RQ&OLPDWH&KDQJH ,3&& D81ERG\VSHFLILFDOO\QDPHG.RONDWDDQG.DUDFKL
LQWKHQHZUHSRUW7KHWZRFLWLHVFDQH[SHFWDQQXDOFRQGLWLRQVHTXLYDOHQWWR
WKHLUKHDWZDYHVLIWHPSHUDWXUHVFURVVWKHWZRGHJUHHPDUN7KHVSHFLDO
,3&&UHSRUWLVQRWWKHILUVWWRZDUQDERXWWKHVHXSFRPLQJZHDWKHUDQRPDOLHV
DQGGHILQLWHO\ZRQ·WEHWKHODVW+RZHYHUZKDWQDWLRQVDFURVVWKHZRUOGZLOOGR
WRHYDGHWKHVHH[WUHPLWLHVLVRILPSRUWDQFH
$FXUUHQWGD\DYHUDJHWHPSHUDWXUHULVHRIGHJUHHVDFURVVWKH\HDUDV
FRPSDUHGWRSUHLQGXVWULDOWLPHVZLOOPHDQH[WUHPHO\GLIILFXOWGD\VIRUWKHVSHF
LILHGFLWLHV+HDWZDYHVZLOOEHFRPHDQRUPDQGZRXOGEULQJDKRVWRISURE
OHPVVXFKDVGU\LQJXSRIJURXQGZDWHUEHVLGHVKDYLQJLUUHYHUVLEOHLPSDFWRQ
FURS\LHOGDQGFUHDWLQJVHYHUHSRZHUGHILFLW7KHVHDGYHUVHFRQGLWLRQVZLOOHYHQ
WXDOO\KDYHDWHOOLQJLPSDFWRQWKHHFRQRP\OHDGLQJWRWKHFRPPHUFHDQGLQGXV
WU\VXIIHULQJZKLFKLQWXUQZLOOVHHSHUFDSLWDLQFRPHJHWLQWRDIUHHIDOO$OOWKHVH
HYHQWVDUHFRQQHFWHGWRWKHWHPSHUDWXUHULVHZKLFKLVH[SHFWHGWRRFFXUEHWZHHQ
$FFRUGLQJWRWKHVFLHQWLVWVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKWKH,3&&DQGWKHDXWKRUVRI
WKHVSHFLDOUHSRUWWKH3DULV$JUHHPHQWZDVDVWHSLQWKHULJKWGLUHFWLRQ
LQLWVUHVROYHWROLPLWJOREDOWHPSHUDWXUHULVHWREHORZWZRGHJUHHV+RZHYHU
QRWDOOQDWLRQVDUHUHDOLVLQJMXVWKRZWRXJKLWLVJRLQJWREHWRDFWXDOO\LPSOH
PHQWWKHYLVLRQ,WLVHVWLPDWHGWKDWH[WUDRUGLQDU\PHDVXUHVDUHQHHGHGDQG
XQSUHFHGHQWHGDOOSHUYDVLYHFKDQJHVDUHUHTXLUHGWREULQJDERXWWKHWZRGHJUHH
WHPSHUDWXUHOLPLWLQWRUHDOLW\7KHFRXQWULHVDOVRGRQRWKDYHPXFKWLPHHVSH
FLDOO\WKRVHWKDWDUHDOUHDG\DWWKHWKUHVKROGRISHDNLQJWHPSHUDWXUHVDQGUDSLG
O\FKDQJLQJFOLPDWHFRQGLWLRQV,QGLDDQG3DNLVWDQKDYHDOUHDG\UHDFKHGWKHUH
,QDVWKH3DULV$JUHHPHQWZDVEHLQJGHOLEHUDWHG,QGLDDQG3DNLVWDQ
H[SHULHQFHGKHDWZDYHFRQGLWLRQVWKDWHQGHGXSNLOOLQJRYHUSHRSOHLQ
MXVWWKUHHPRQWKV7KHGHSWKDQGJUDYLW\RIWKLVWUDJLFHYHQWWKRXJKVXIIHUHG
E\WKHYLFWLPQDWLRQVFRXOGQRWUHJLVWHURQWKH:HVWHUQZRUOGZKRVHFDUERQ
IRRWSULQWLVDOVRZD\WRKLJKDWWKHPRPHQW%XWWKHVHFRQGLWLRQVPD\FKDQJH
YHU\UDSLGO\DVUHVHDUFKRUJDQLVDWLRQVDUHVXJJHVWLQJWKDWDSDUWIURP,QGLDDQG
3DNLVWDQSRWHQWLDOO\GHDGO\KHDWZDYHVDUHOLNHO\WRVXEVWDQWLDOO\LQFUHDVHDFURVV
WKHZRUOGLQIOLFWLQJVXGGHQDQGXQSUHFHGHQWHGGDPDJHRQKXPDQOLYHV
7KH,3&&UHSRUWZULWWHQE\DXWKRUVIURPFRXQWULHVVSHDNVRIULVNV
RIIDLOLQJFOLPDWHFRQGLWLRQVOHDGLQJWRLQFUHDVHGFRDVWDOIORRGLQJDQGWKHVDOLQ
LVDWLRQRIULYHUEHGVDSDUWIURPLQFUHDVHGKHDWZDYHV7KH6RXWK$VLDQUHJLRQ
ZKHUHPLOOLRQVRIYXOQHUDEOHSHRSOHOLYHDQGZRUNRXWGRRUVLVHVSHFLDOO\DWULVN
IRUDOORIWKLV,QUHVSRQVHWKH,QGLDQ6WDWH*RYHUQPHQWVKDYHEHHQZRUNLQJ
RQDFWLRQSODQVDQGUDLVLQJDZDUHQHVVDERXWEHVWSUDFWLFHVIRUKHDWZDYHV
,QGLD·V1DWLRQDO'LVDVWHU0DQDJHPHQW$XWKRULW\KDVVHWD]HURPRUWDOLW\JRDO
IRUKHDWZDYHVZKLFKLVVHHLQJDJRRGSURJUHVV7KLVLVFUXFLDODVEHWZHHQ
DQGKHDWZDYHVFDXVHGQHDUO\GHDWKVLQ,QGLDDORQHDQG
DQGZHQWRQWREHFRPHWKHKRWWHVWUHFRUGHG\HDUVLQWKHFRXQWU\·V
KLVWRU\(DUOLHUWKLV\HDUWHPSHUDWXUHVRQFHDJDLQVRDUHGZHOODERYH&LQ
6WDWHVVXFKDV5DMDVWKDQLQWKHZHVWDQG$QGKUD3UDGHVKLQWKHVRXWKWKUHDW
HQLQJOLYHVRIPLOOLRQV7KH*RYHUQPHQWPXVWWDNHFRJQL]DQFHRIWKLVDQGVKRZ
LWVFRQFHUQLQWKHIRUPRIFRQFUHWHVWHSVLQDGGLWLRQWRSDVVLYHPHDVXUHVWR
UHLQLQUXQDZD\WHPSHUDWXUHVLQWKH,QGLDQUHJLRQ$UHFHQWVWXG\E\,,7*DQGKLQDJDU
IRXQGWKDWKHDWZDYHVLQ,QGLDDORQHZLOOLQFUHDVHIROGE\*LYHQWKLV
GLVWXUELQJSUHGLFWLRQLWLVFULWLFDOWKDWWKH*RYHUQPHQWWDNHVLPPHGLDWHVWHSV
WRFKHFNGHFUHDVLQJJUHHQFRYHUH[FHVVFRQFUHWLVDWLRQORVVRIZHWODQGVDQG
ULVLQJDLUSROOXWLRQKDYLQJDFXPXODWLYHHIIHFWLQFDXVLQJWKHKHDWLVODQGHIIHFW
DFURVVWKHFRXQWU\
,WPD\EHGLIILFXOWIRU,QGLDWRQRWFKDQJHWKHJOREDOWUDMHFWRU\RIFOLPDWH
FKDQJHDQGQRWDOWHUWKHRSLQLRQVRIRWKHUQDWLRQVSHUWDLQLQJWRWKHFRQVHTXHQFHV
RIULVLQJWHPSHUDWXUHVDQGWKHDVVRFLDWHGXUJHQF\ZLWKZKLFKVROXWLRQQHHGV
WREHIRXQG+RZHYHULWFDQPDNHDQHQRUPRXVGLIIHUHQFHE\XQGHUWDNLQJSDWK
EUHDNLQJPHDVXUHVRQDODUJHVFDOHRQWKHKRPHIURQW$IIRUHVWDWLRQDQGXUEDQ
WUHHSODQWDWLRQGULYHVPXVWEHWDNHQXSRQDWDUJHWEDVHGVFDOH6WDWHVDQGFLWLHV
PXVWKDYHTXDQWLILDEOHWDUJHWVRQKRZPXFKJUHHQFRYHUWKH\KDYHEHHQDEOH
WRLQFUHDVHLQD\HDU7KLVVKRXOGEHOLQNHGWRWKHEHQHILWVVXEVLGLHVDQGJUDQWV
WKDWWKH\XVXDOO\JHWIURPWKH&HQWUH7KLVWDUJHWGULYHQPHFKDQLVPPXVWDOVR
EHH[WHQGHGWRZHWODQGVDQGJURXQGZDWHUUHFKDUJH7RHQVXUHWKDWWKHHQGRI
WKH\HDUDXGLWLVWUDQVSDUHQWDQGDFFXUDWHLQGHSHQGHQWHQYLURQPHQWDOLVWVDQG
IRUHLJQVXEMHFWPDWWHUH[SHUWVPXVWEHLQFOXGHGLQWKHDXGLWSDQHOWKDWDVVHVV
HVWKHDQQXDOSHUIRUPDQFHRIDVWDWH$FFRXQWDELOLW\DOZD\VGHOLYHUVSHUIRU
PDQFHDQGWRVDYHWKHHQYLURQPHQWDQGDUUHVWULVLQJWHPSHUDWXUHVZHDOOPXVW
EHDFFRXQWDEOH7KLVDORQHFDQGHOLYHUXVIURPWKHVHDULQJKHDWZDYHVWKDWDUH
WKUHDWHQLQJWREHFRPHDQRUPLQIXWXUH
7KHZULWHULVDQHQYLURQPHQWDOMRXUQDOLVW
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committee or by any other process, to get the
mystery probed and resolved”.
Probably nothing will happen, like in the
case of the Sikkim Papers, where the entire
record of the Political Officer in Sikkim
between 1895 and 1975 had ‘disappeared’.
While India has reached a great maturity in
many fields, the fact that the Government
continues to confiscate the history of modern India not only demonstrates immaturity
but also shows lack of self-confidence. I personally believe that the study of history of the
subcontinent could be one of the keys to disentangle difficult problems such as the
Kashmir issue and the border row with
China. Unfortunately, it is practically impossible to access genuine historical records.
Without rewriting history, it is important
to learn from past successes, victories, as well
as defeats. In fact, there is certainly more to
learn from blunders than success. A case worth
citing is Lt Gen SPP Thorat’s report about the
‘Chinese threat’ on India’s borders. On October
8, 1959, Thorat, then responsible for the
Eastern Command, sent a paper on the
defence of the North-East Frontier Agency
(NEFA) to the Army Chief who forwarded it
to the Minister. Thorat’s findings were outrightly rejected by Menon, and worse, Thorat
was accused of being an ‘alarmist and a warmonger’. Maj Gen VK Singh, who wrote

Rahul Gandhi must be more circumspect in his comments on education administrators in the country and not drag politics into
everything. If he wants to change the long-established system of appointments, he should promise to do so when he is in power

n one of his inter views,
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, while talking about
the selection criteria of vice-chancellors during the Bharatiya Janata
Party Government, made a remark
that “the sole qualification of vice
chancellor after vice-chancellor
chosen to lead India’s top universities is that they belong to the
RSS.” Nothing could be more
damaging to the Indian education
system than his remark and that
too when he considers himself to
be the future Prime Minister of the
country.
Through one statement, Rahul
Gandhi has denigrated the entire
higher education system and
exposed his lack of understanding
of the selection process of vicechancellors to the universities
under the Union Government. In
doing so, the Congress president
has not only damaged the reputation of the office of the vice-chancellor but also of the search-cumselection committee that is constituted to shortlist the most deserving academics to the higher education which sends them to the
President for consideration.
The search-cum-selection
committee members, one of which
(chairperson) is nominated by the
President, happens to be the visitor of the universities under the
Union Government. The rest two
are identified through a time-tested nomination process. The final
decision of selecting the vice-chancellor, however, rests with the
President. Hence, Rahul Gandhi
has also brought disrepute to the
office of the visitor.
The vice-chancellor of any
university is looked upon with
respect — he is the representative
and the leader of the academic
community. The Congress chief
has, therefore, maligned all the
vice-chancellors appointed since
May 2014. This writer made an
attempt to find out as to how many
of the serving vice-chancellors had
also been vice-chancellors before
2014. Data revealed that most of
those who are vice-chancellors
have been doing so before 2014.

I

ments (perhaps one out of tens of thousands)
would need to remain ‘classified’. Another
irony, the famous Henderson-Brooks report,
which for years has been circulating freely
from the Internet, is still classified. What does
it mean? Nobody in the Government has
taken the time to go through it. Why?
Because it is so much faster and easier to put
a blanket ‘classified’ tag on everything than
to make the effort to look into, keeping in
mind the ‘national interests’ and blackened a
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few sentences, if necessary.
In fact, it would be in the ‘national interests’, if most of these so-called secret papers,
including the Krishna Menon Papers, were put
in the public domain or at least opened to genuine researchers. Interestingly, the CIC recently held that the “people’s right to know the truth
…cannot be brushed aside”. In its September
24 order, the Commission said that “in view
of the startling incidents that followed
(Shastri’s) mysterious death, such as killing of
his personal doctor and assistant in two separate ‘accidents’, disappearance of records of the
Rajya Sabha committee’s probe, and various significant points raised by journalists…and
Shastri’s wife Lalitha Shastri and other family
members, the Union Government has a duty
to explain to the nation why and how Lal
Bahadur Shastri died in Tashkent”.
The same ‘right to know’ should apply to
all papers more than 25-years-old. It is not that
India has no law; the Public Records Act
exists, but laws seem to have been made more
for the ‘common man’, than for Government
offices. In the Shastri case, the Government
was ordered “to place all the so-called ‘classified papers’ before the Prime Minister and
the Home Minister and recommended that
they “consider the fundamental right to
know and demand of the people, (and) to
declassify (them), either through an expert

Undermining educators’ morale
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est about the problem — but only up to a
point. ‘Not in front of the children’ is still
the rule for Governments when it comes
to talking about the mass movements of
refugees and the civil and international
wars that will erupt when the warming
cuts into the food supply. And they still
don’t want to talk openly about the feedback.
People forget that this is a governmental project run through the United Nations
— the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change — not just a scientific one.
Scientists write the body of the report, but
the executive summary (the only part that
most policy-makers and journalists will
ever read), is negotiated between the scientists and the Governments.
The Governments take climate change
very seriously these days, but they worry
that too much frankness about the cost in
lives of going past 1.5oC will create irresistible pressure on them to take radical
action now. In the ensuing struggle
between the scientists and the politicians,
the executive summary always gets toned
down.
What got removed from the summary this time was any mention of “significant population displacement concentrated in the tropics” at +2oC (ie mass
migrations away from stricken regions,
smashing up against borders elsewhere
that are slammed shut against the
refugees).
Even worse, ‘tipping points’ are barely mentioned in the report. These are the
dreaded feedback — loss of Arctic sea ice,
melting of the permafrost, carbon dioxide
and methane release from the oceans —
that would trigger unstoppable, runaway
warming.
They are called ‘feedback’ because they
are self-reinforcing processes that are
unleashed by the warming we have already
caused, and which we cannot shut off even
if we end all of our own emissions.
If you don’t go into the feedback, then
you can’t talk about runaway warming, and
going to four, five or six degrees Celsius
higher average global temperature, and
hundreds of millions or billions of deaths.
And if you don’t acknowledge that, then
you will not treat this as the emergency it
really is.
(The writer is an independent
journalist)
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IPCC: Drop the other shoe

Srinagar is getting a new Mayor who is a
foreign-educated person and if this leader
emerges, it will send jitters to NC and PDP.
—Jammu & Kashmir Governor
SATYA PAUL MALIK

ne of the biggest failures of the
present Government has been its
ignorance of the importance of
post-Independence history. Four
years after it was elected to bring
about some transparency, hardly anything has
changed in this field. Take for example the VK
Krishna Menon Papers, held at the Nehru
Memorial Museum & Library (NMML); they
are still kept under wraps and remain inaccessible to researchers and scholars.
The situation is so ridiculous that when
the Selected Works of Jawaharlal Nehru published a large corpus of historical documents
(more than 300 pages) related to Zhou Enlai’s
visit in India in April 1960, the crucial meetings with Menon were unavailable. Why
should the fact that Menon often humiliated
competent Armed Forces’ officers, in some
cases with the backing of the Prime Minister,
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be kept secret?
In many ways, Menon with his wellknown arrogance and brashness was responsible for the debacle against China in 1962,
but nothing has been done to unearth the
‘truth’. Why has the Government not bothered
to open the Krishna Menon Papers? The reality is that very few politicians or bureaucrats
are interested in modern history (it has sadly
been true for all Governments since
Independence); the distant past of the
Mahabharata is perhaps too attractive.
More than four months after the Central
Information Commission (CIC) directed the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) to make
public the records of the Raj Narain
Committee — constituted in 1977 to look into
the mysterious death of former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri in 1966 in
Tashkent — nothing has happened.
We are facing two issues here: One, no
interest of the Government (this includes the
Ministry of External Affairs) about modern
history; two, very few scholars have the necessary knowledge to go through the files to
decide if there is anything which can jeopardise India’s ‘security’ or ‘national interests’. In
my experience of years of working in the
archives, particularly with the Jawaharlal
Nehru Collection (known as Nehru Papers
and available at the NMML), very few docu-
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Why suppress right to historical knowledge?
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audi Arabia, the world’s
biggest oil exporter, will
Ssupply
Indian buyers with an
additional 4 million barrels of
crude oil in November, several sources familiar with the
matter said on Wednesday.
The extra cargoes indicate
a willingness by Saudi Arabia
to increase crude supply to
make up the shortfall once
sanctions by the United States
on oil exports from Iran, the
third-largest producer in the
Organisation of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC),
start up on Nov. 4.
India is Iran’s top oil client
after China, though several
refiners have indicated they will
stop taking Iranian barrels
because of the sanctions.
Reliance Industries Ltd,
Hindustan Petroleum Corp,
Bharat Petroleum Corp and

Mangalore
Refiner y
Petrochemicals Ltd are seeking
an additional 1 million barrels
each in November from Saudi
Arabia, the sources said.
Three of the companies did
not immediately reply to an
email from Reuters seeking
comment. MRPL replied “no
comments” when contacted by
email. State-owned oil producer Saudi Aramco was not
immediately available for comment.
Given their dependence
on Iranian oil supplies, the
Indian refiners are concerned
about the loss of Iranian crude
once the sanctions start and are
seeking exemptions. Refiners in
the country have placed orders
to buy 9 million barrels from
Iran in November.
One of the reasons for the
additional demand for Saudi oil
is that the crude arbitrage from
the United States is shut so the
Indian buyers have to turn to
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ureau of Indian Standards
certified Uttar Pradesh
Government with first IS/ISO
9001 certification for its Etawah
District Swachh Bharat Mission
on October 8, 2018 in
Lucknow.
The certificate was presented by Chief Minister of
Uttar
Pradesh,
Yogi
Adityanath to J SelvaKumari,
District Magistrate, Etawah

on Wednesday at Lucknow.
During the presentation, AC
Pandey, Chief Secretary, UP,
RK Bajaj, Dy. Director General
(Stds), NK Kansara, Dy.
Director General (Northern
Region) and MAJ Vinod,
Head, Lucknow Branch Office,
BIS were also present.
Chief Minister of UP said
that other Districts of Uttar
Pradesh should also follow the
Etawah Model and seek BIS
certification.

Middle Eastern
barrels, said one of
the sources.
India, the
world’s
third
biggest
oil
importer, is grappling with a combination of rising
oil prices and
falling local currency,
which
makes imports of dollardenominated oil more expensive. Retail prices for gasoline
and diesel fuel in India are at
record highs and the government has cut its excise tax on
fuel to ease some of the pain for
consumers.
Indian Oil Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said on
Monday that he spoke with
Saudi Energy Minister Khalid
al-Falih last week and reminded him that OPEC and other
major oil producers had
promised to raise their output
at a meeting in June.
India imports an average of
25 million barrels per month
from Saudi Arabia.
Reuters last week reported
that Russia and Saudi Arabia,
the world’s two biggest oil producers, struck a private deal in
September to raise output to
cool rising prices and had
informed the United States
about the decision.
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odrej
Interio
on
G
Wednesday launched
Posture Support Mattress,
which promises to give undisturbed sleep and various health
and productivity benefits that
occur due to sleep disorder.
International footballer
Aditi Chauhan, who is also a
strong advocate of a disciplined sleep routine, launched
the mattress and spoke about
the role that a good sleep routine has played in her success
as an athlete.
Godrej Interio has created
a very strong footprint in the
category of healthcare mattresses owing to a slew of scientifically and ergonomically
developed mattresses. The
Posture Support Mattress is
designed to support the body
posture while sleeping and It
comes in three variants suited
for different body types – Lean
(40-60kg), Medium (50-90kg)
and High Built (80-100kg).
Through #SleepAt10 initiative,
Godrej Interio aims to create
awareness amongst the people
about how important sleep is to
not just one’s physical wellbeing but also ones mental health.
The mattress brand also brings
forth the negligence that lies in
identifying a mattress and how
this is impacting the socio-economic fabric of the nation.
Adequate and quality sleep
is essential towards leading a
healthy lifestyle and ensuring
one’s wellbeing.
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he rupee snapped its sixsession losing streak to end
T
18 paise higher at 74.21 against
the US dollar on Wednesday
after the American currency
weakened overseas.
At the Interbank Foreign
Exchange (Forex), the domestic unit opened higher at 74.18
and advanced to 74.05 on fresh
dollar selling by exporters amid
weakness in the greenback
against some currencies overseas.
However, the rupee erased
some gains and finally settled
for the day at 74.21 — up by 18
paise, registering its first rise
after sixth straight sessions of
losses.
On Tuesday, the rupee
tumbled 33 paise to finish at a
fresh lifetime low of 74.39
against the US dollar.
Traders said a relief rally in
domestic equity markets also
boosted sentiment.
The
BSE
Sensex
Wednesday settled for the day
at 34,760.89, higher by 461.42
points, or 1.35 per cent. The
broader Nifty too reclaimed the
key 10,400 mark. It finished at
10,460.10, showing a significant
gain of 1.54 per cent.
Traders said RBI’s decision to inject C12,000 crore liquidity into the system through

purchase of Government bonds
on October 11 to meet the festival season demand for funds
supported the recovery in
rupee.
Sentiment also got a lift
after the SBI, coming to the
rescue of cash-strapped
NBFCs, Tuesday decided to
buy their assets to the tune of
C45,000 crore, a move that
will provide liquidity support to non-banking financing companies (NBFCs) facing headwinds after a series of
loan defaults by IL&FS group
firms.
Meanwhile, domestic institutional investors (DIIs) bought
shares worth C1,526 crore,
while foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) pulled out a net
C1,242 crore Tuesday, as per
provisional stock exchange
data.
The FBIL set the reference
rate for the dollar at 74.1316
per dollar. The reference rate
for euro was fixed at 85.2637
and for the British pound at
97.6284. The reference rate
for 100 Japanese yen was
65.60.
In the broader market
space, the S&P BSE midcap
index gained 4.23 per cent and
smallcap 3.67 per cent.
At BSE, 2,058 stocks
advanced, while 611 declined
and 131 remained unchanged.
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ata Motors Passenger
Vehicles division have gone
T
from a laughing stock after the
failure of the Nano to a proper contender in the Indian
market right now. And continuing on that path, they
unveiled the refresh of their
Tigor compact sedan here on
Wednesday. The carmaker that
has been the fastest growing
carmaker in a generally moribund car market is now confident that it can challenge the
market leaders Maruti-Suzuki
and Hyundai. Speaking to the
media, Guenther Butschek said
that keeping the ‘turnaround’
culture going at Tata Motors
was important. “We shall go
from being a lightweight challenger to a strong contender in
the Indian market and we shall
also think beyond India.”
The company also show-

cased the latest iteration of their
compact sedan, the Tigor
which featured updated interiors, safety features and ‘a lot of
chrome’ in the exterior. Tata
Motors which effectively
invented the ‘Compact Sedan’
segment of cars when they
launched the Indigo CS over a
decade ago to take advantage of
India’s lower taxes on cars
below four meters in length has
seen that segment dominated
by Maruti-Suzuki’s Dzire.
However, as highlighted by
Mayank Pareek, President,
Passenger Vehicles, Tata
Motors, market dynamics have
changed in India with 63 per
cent of new car buyers considering buying cars in the compact sedan segment. At the
same time, with car penetration
in India still at a very low 29
cars per thousand population,
Pareek said that the current
subdued demand for cars
should not be seen as a permanent issue.
The Tigor will also be a
price-conscious competitor,
much like the refresh of another contender in this segment the
Ford Aspire just last week. Prices
for the petrol variant range
between C5.2 lakhs and C6.65
lakh for the top-end version with
a clutchless AMT. Prices for the
Diesel variant range from C6.09
lakh to C7.38 lakh.
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nvestor wealth soared over C3
Istock
lakh crore Wednesday as the
market made a strong
recovery, with the BSE benchmark index surging 461.42
points.
The Sensex jumped 461.42
points or 1.35 per cent to end
at 34,760.89. Led by the sharp
rally in stocks, the market capitalisation of BSE-listed companies zoomed C3,08,467.04
crore to C1,38,39,750.40 crore.
The Sensex had lost nearly 175 points Tuesday.
“Market turned positive
from over sold region led by
financial stocks and marginal
gain in the rupee,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services.
Rupee recover y from
record lows also boosted market sentiment. The rupee
recovered by 34 paise to 74.05
(intra-day) against the dollar
at the forex market
Wednesday.
From the 30-share pack, 25
scrips advanced, while 5 ended
with losses. Axis Bank and
SBI led the gainers pack surging up to 6.6 per cent.
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ndia’s debt is lower than the
best or emerging market
economies in the world, a top
IMF official has said as he cautioned that the global debt has
reached a new record high of
$182 trillion in 2017.
Vitor Gasper, International
Monetary Fund (IMF) Director
of Fiscal Affairs Department,
said India’s debt was substantially less than the global debt
as percentage of world Gross
Domestic Product (GDP).
In India, private debt in
2017 was 54.5 per cent of the
GDP and the general government debt was 70.4 per cent of
the GDP, a total debt of about
125 of the GDP, according to
the latest IMF figures. In comparison, debt of China was 247
per cent of the GDP.
“So, it (India’s debt) is substantially less than the global
debt as percentage of world
GDP,” Gasper said.
India’s debt is below the
average of advanced economies
and below the average of
emerging market economies,
he said.
“There is a positive relation
between the debt to GDP ratio
and the level of GDP per capita. If you compare around the
world with the best economies
or emerging market economies,
the level of debt in India is
lower,” the top IMF official said.
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resident R am Nat h
Kovind on Wednesday
P
called upon official auditor
CAG to move towards outcome based auditing and provide ‘insight and foresight’ for
improving Government programmes.
Inaugurating the 29th
Accountants
General
Conference here, Kovind also
appreciated the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) as
an institution for graduating
from promoting accountability to ensuring that right things
are done in the right and least
expensive way.
“Through your financial,
compliance and performance
audits, you have been providing valuable oversight on operations and giving recommendations for improvement. It is
the time, the institution thinks
of giving insight and foresight
as well,” he told the
Accountants General.
Stating that audit is not an
end in itself, but a means to
make governments work better, Kovind said there was a
need to emphasise that outcome is a more meaningful
measure of programme value
than output.
“You may deliberate on
how would you as an organi-

sation identify, understand and
measure outcome to study the
impact of programmes.You
may have to realign strategy in
a manner that it measures outcome,” the President said.
Obser ving
that
a
Government department is an
‘organic entity’, Kovind said any
breakdown or deficiency in
service reflects vulnerability
in the system.
“As conscience keepers,
please ask yourselves whether
it would help to report on such
soft spots and weaknesses in
the system - or only on the
symptoms manifesting in small
deviations. Good systems outlast bad men and women. This
is where you can contribute,” he
said.
Audit provides an unique
opportunity
to
the
Government to see where the
things are going wrong and
why, he said, adding that CAG
should share the good practices
followed elsewhere for the benefit of executive.
“With the tools appropriate
for managing and examining
the expanding data in a digital
economy, you are rightly positioned to anticipate long term
trends and emerging issues
related to the economy, education, health, environment ,
national security, among others,” he said.

8U\]UdTUcYW^Ub $LU,QGLDUHYLYDO
=QccY]_FQbUcU SDFNDJHPD\
Z_Y^cCdUU\RYbT
EHUHDG\LQD
?=BQ =4F34;78

PRQWKRIILFLDO

M

?C8Q 7H34A0103

assimo
Varese,
Internationally renowned
Helmet Designer with over 25
years of work experience in
Production has joined Steelbird
Group India. Previously he
has been associated with Italian
brands such as Dainese SPA as
R&D Director; Mavet SRL as
CEO. Keeping in mind the rich
experience of Massimo Varese
with global helmets brand, he will
spearhead the Steelbird Helmet
Production in India.
Commenting on the development, Rajeev Kapur, MD,
Steelbird Group said, “I am
delighted to welcome Massimo
Varese in Steelbird Family. The
appointment of Massimo
Varese who comes with such a
rich experience will be responsible for expansion of Steelbird
helmet’s portfolio including
design, development and production for domestic as well as
global market.

he Centre is likely to
finalise a revival package
T
for the ailing Air India in a
month, a top official of the
Civil Aviation Ministry said
on Tuesday assuring “needbased” support to the debtladen carrier.
Civil Aviation Secretary,
RN Choubey also said the
safety audit that the Director
General of Civil Aviation
ordered on domestic airlines
“did not find any backlog of any
safety steps that they should
have taken.”
“Whenever there is a
need for financial support to
Air India, it will be examined
on need basis and such financial support on need basis
will be provided. I only wish
to tell you that all support will
be provided.
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oogle has unveiled the
third generation of its
Pixel smartphone —
Pixel 3 and Pixel 3 XL — that
will make their way into the
Indian market from November
1 as the tech giant looks to cash
in on the burgeoning premium
mobile phone market in the
country.
The smartphones, which
will compete in the premium
segment with devices like
Apple’s iPhone XS as well as
Samsung’s Note 9, are priced
C71,000 onwards and promise
better design and enhanced
camera and processor functionalities.
Google unveiled the smart-

phones on Tuesday late evening
at an event in New York. The
US-based company has also
unveiled a Pixel Slate tablet and
a Pixelbook laptop along with
a Google Home Hub device at
the event.
In India, the 64GB version
of Pixel 3 will be priced at
C71,000, while 128GB variant
will be available for C80,000. The
64GB version of Pixel 3 XL is
priced at C83,000 and the 128GB
will be available for C92,000,
Google said in a statement.
Interestingly, Apple had
launched its latest iPhone XS
and iPhone XS Max in India in
September with prices starting
C99,900 and C1,09,900, respectively. Samsung Note 9, on the
other hand, was launched

C67,900 onwards.
According to research firm
Counterpoint, the premium
smartphone segment (priced
C30,000 onwards) in India witnessed over 20 per cent volume
growth in 2017 over 2016.
The premium category was
the second fastest growing
segment (after the C10,00015,000 category), while it
expanded by 28 per cent in
value terms in 2017, as per
Counterpoint.
Apple, OnePlus and
Samsung account for a lion’s
share of the overall premium
market segment in the Indian
market.
Google will continue to sell
the Pixel 2 XL (64GB) at
C45,499.
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New Delhi (PTI): Chinese
consumer electronics company
GOME has inked an exclusive
distribution partnership with
Agaston Mobile to tap into the
burgeoning C6,000-12,000 (midprice range) smartphone segment in India. With Agaston
Mobile, which already sells
mobile phones under the
‘Tambo’ brand name in the subC6,000 category, GOME will
launch two smartphones later
this month in offline retail channel. Agaston Mobile India CEO
Sudhir Kumar said the GOME’s
C series of smartphones featured
‘Face Me’ technology that provides users the option to hide
data including gallery, incoming
calls and details on the notification lock screen from others.

)RRGSDQGDH\HVGHOLYHU\QHWZRUN
RIODNKSDUWQHUVE\\HDU
New Delhi (PTI): Online food ordering and delivery platform Foodpanda on
Wednesday said it had onboarded 60,000
delivery partners in five weeks and aimed
to expand its network to five lakh partners
by 2020. The Ola-owned company, which
competes with the likes of Swiggy and
Zomato, said it had set a target of onboarding 60,000 additional partners across
India in two months.
“On the back of increased demand on
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its platform and rapid geographic expansion ahead, this target stands achieved,
making Foodpanda India’s largest food
delivery network...aims to grow this network to 5,00,000 by 2020,” it added.
Over the past weeks, Foodpanda has
expanded its delivery network to 13 new
cities — including Jaipur, Chandigarh,
Kanpur, Lucknow, Indore, Ahmedabad
and Nashik among others — as part of its
expansion strategy from the previous
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network of seven cities. Foodpanda claims
to process over 3 lakh orders a day from
more than 25,000 restaurant partners.
“Delivery partners are key to our mission of bringing the best food experience
from our restaurant partners to our consumers... Foodpanda is committed to creating over 500,000 opportunities for delivery partners over the next couple of
years,” Foodpanda India CEO Pranay
Jivrajka said.
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ven as rupee depreciation is
adding to the stress in the
automobile market, Tata
Motors will evaluate passing on
its impact to consumers only
around December to avoid
price hike during the festive
season, a senior company official said on Wednesday.
The company, which introduced an upgraded version of its
compact sedan Tigor priced
between C5.20 lakh and C7.38
lakh (ex-showroom), is also
looking at launching a premium
hatchback next year to widen its
product offering.
“That’s a stress. Till a point
we can absorb and we will
absorb, but otherwise we are
running a sustainable project
and we have to win sustainably,”
Tata Motors president, passenger vehicles business unit,
Mayank Pareek told PTI. He was
responding to a question on the
impact of rupee depreciation
against the dollar on the company’s cost of imports.
Pareek further said, “We
have about 25-30 per cent
import content both directly and
indirectly.”
Commenting on the market
sentiment, he said there was
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Mumbai (PTI): Datsun, the sister brand of Japanese auto major
Nissan, on Wednesday rolled out the refreshed versions of Datsun
GO and Datsun GO+, at introductory prices of C3.29 lakh and C3.83
lakh, respectively. The deliveries of the refreshed cars, which come
with 28 new features and over 100 upgrades, commenced from
Wednesday from all Nissan and Datsun dealerships across the country. The new Datsun GO and Datsun GO+ are equipped with new
features and upgrades for a more comfortable and safe driving experience and come with a standard warranty of two years ‘Datsun
Care’ comprehensive all-inclusive car service package.

“stress” due to factors such as
high fuel prices and non-availability of vehicle finance.
“However, at Tata Motors
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New Delhi (PTI): The country’s largest carmaker Maruti
Suzuki India (MSI) on Wednesday said its premium sedan Ciaz
had sold over 24,000 units in the first half of the ongoing financial year to lead the sales in the segment. The model currently
accounts for 28.8 per cent market share in the premium sedan
segment, the MSI said in a statement. The company introduced
the version of the sedan in August and received over 10,000 bookings in the first month itself.
“With a sale of over 24,000 units in the first half of this fiscal (2018-19), Ciaz has taken the pole position in the A3+ segment this year so far,” MSI senior executive director (marketing and sales) RS Kalsi said.
The company has sold over 2.34 lakh units of the sedan since
launching it in 2014. It is retailed through the company’s NEXA
network. Maruti Ciaz competes with the likes of Honda City and
Hyundai Verna.
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we are looking forward to a good
festive season on the back of the
actions we have taken up, such
as introduction of new products
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to build on the growth we have
had this year,” Pareek said. In the
second quarter, when the industry PV sales have declined by 3.2
per cent, Tata Motors grew by
19.1 per cent, he added.
On the new Tigor, Pareek
said the company expects the
model to be a strong player in
the compact sedan segment
which has witnessed growth in
the last two years after witnessing a decline previously.
“Customers had moved to
compact SUV from compact
sedan. However, in the last twothree years, with the introduction of new exciting products,
people have again started buying products in this segment,” he
added.
The new Tigor will be available in petrol version powered
by 1.2 litre engine and diesel
with 1.05 litre powertrain. The
petrol variants of the model are
priced between C5.20 lakh and
C6.65 lakh, while the diesel
trims are tagged between C6.09
lakh and C7.38 lakh.
On new product plans,
Pareek said the company was
looking to fill gaps in its portfolio
to enhance its presence in the
overall market segments.
While Tata Motors is gearing up to launch its SUV Harrier
early next year, Pareek said,
“We are still not present in the
premium hatchback segment,
which is also something we will
look to address next year.”
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he US has made a “real
T
progress” with North Korea
toward the denuclearisation of
the Korean peninsula but still
there is a long way to go,
Secretar y of State Mike
Pompeo said on Tuesday.
Pompeo, who met North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un on
Monday in Pyongyang to discuss a future summit, told
reporters that the two countries
are back on a path toward
denuclearisation.
“While there’s still a long
way to go and much work to
do, we can now see a path to
where we’ll achieve the ultimate
goal, which is the full and
final verified denuclearisation
of North Korea,” Pompeo told
reporters at the White House
after a lunch with President
Donald Trump.
Pompeo returned from a
Asia trip Monday night, during
which travelled to Japan, South

Korea, North Korea and China.
Pompeo’s trip was intended to set the table for a second
summit between Trump and
Kim, who held an historic
summit in Singapore on June
12.
On Indian-American
Nikki Haley resigning as the
US Ambassador to the UN,
Pompeo said she was his “great
partner.
“I want to thank Amb
Haley for the good work that
she has done. She has been a
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aldives
strongman
President
Abdulla
M
Yameen’s party Wednesday
filed a legal petition challenging his landslide election defeat
last month despite major international pressure for him to
step down.
Lawyers for Yameen’s
Progressive Party of Maldives
(PPM) told reporters that they

are alleging that the September
23 vote was rigged by the independent election commission.
It was however unclear
whether the Supreme Court
would agree to consider the
challenge.
The election in the Indian
Ocean archipelago, which has
seen a tussle for influence
between India and China, was
won by Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
with 58.4 per cent of the vote.

great partner of mine for the
five months that she and I have
been working together,”
Pompeo said.
“I want to wish her very
well whatever comes next for
her,” Pompeo said.
In a surprise move, Haley
on Tuesday resigned as the US
Ambassador to the United
Nations, becoming the latest
casualty in the dysfunctional
Trump administration just
weeks before the crucial midterm elections.

S President Donald Trump
has said that planning for
his next summit with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un is
advanced and that “three or
four locations” have been
short-listed.
Trump said on Tuesday at
the White House that the meeting would “probably” not be in
Singapore, where their historic
first talks took place in June.
The pair discussed ending
the reclusive state’s nuclear
weapons program and hostilities between Washington and
Pyongyang.
Trump said that in terms of
timing, the summit “won’t be
too far away,” later telling
reporters it would take place
after the November 6 midterm
elections.
He also said that there
could “eventually” be a meeting on US soil. “On their soil
also,” Trump added.
US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo met with Kim on
Monday in Pyongyang to discuss the next summit.
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S President Donald Trump
said he is certain that his
U
daughter Ivanka would be
“dynamite” as the US ambassador to the UN, but conceded
that he would be “accused of
nepotism” if he selected her to
replace Indian-American Nikki
Haley.
Haley, 46, announced
Tuesday she would resign from
her post as the US ambassador
to the UN effective at the end
of 2018.
As President Trump
heaped praise on Haley’s performance during her tenure as
the the envoy to the world
body, he said many people
would like to replace her.
Trump said that he expects
to name a replacement for
Haley in the next “two to three
weeks,” and said that he would
be talking about candidates
with the former South Carolina
governor and others.
Trump told reporters at the
White House that his daughter
Ivanka would make an “incredible” ambassador to the UN.
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“The people that know -it’s nothing to do with nepotism. But I want tell you: The
people that know, know that
Ivanka would be dynamite.
But, you know, I’d then be
accused of nepotism, if you can
believe it,” he said.
“I think Ivanka would be
incredible. That doesn’t mean
I’d pick her, because you’d be
accused of nepotism, even
though I’m not sure there’s anybody more competent in the
world. But that’s okay,” Trump
said in response to a question.
Soon after the President’s

remarks, Ivanka Trump took to
Twitter to rule herself out of the
running for ambassadorship.
“It is an honor to serve in the
White House alongside so many
great colleagues and I know that
the President will nominate a
formidable replacement for
Ambassador Haley. That
replacement will not be me.”
Speculation that Ivanka
would take on the post mounted after Haley praised her and
her husband, Jared Kushner, in
discussing her resignation in
the Oval Office.
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L ondon: A gold-threadembroidered, velvet-clad
leather bow and arrow holder
made for Maharaja Ranjit
Singh leads a set of Indian treasures to go under the hammer
in London later this month.
The exquisite quiver,
believed to have been made for
ceremonial purposes rather
than to be used in battle by the
Sikh emperor – known as the
Lion of Punjab – is estimated
to fetch between 80,000 pounds
and 120,000 pounds when it
comes up for auction at the
Bonhams Islamic and Indian
Art sale on October 23.
“This is a wonderful piece
from the fabled Treasury of
Lahore, and all the circumstantial evidence points to it
being the one made in 1838 for
Ranjit Singh, Lion of the
Punjab – the state’s greatest and
most famous leader,” said
Oliver White, Bonhams Head
of Indian and Islamic Art.
“The quiver was made
purely for ceremonial purposes, and appears to have been
rarely worn. As a result, it is in
excellent condition,” he notes.
According to Bonhams historians, archery played an
important role in Sikh military
culture. Long after bows and
arrows were superseded by more
modern weaponry, they retained
a ceremonial and symbolic significance, especially among the

nobility who would appear in
public wearing an embroidered
quiver at their side.
It is believed that the
Maharaja commissioned a
quiver in 1838 to wear at the
wedding of his eldest son and
heir, Kharak, and he appears to
be wearing the one in the sale
– or one extremely similar to it
– in a painting of the same year
by the French artist Alfred de
Dreaux, now in the Louvre
Museum in Paris, the auction
house said.
Ranjit Singh died in 1839,
plunging the Punjab into instability which prompted the East
India Company to invade and
annex the state.
At the conclusion of the
First Anglo- Sikh war in 1846,
the victorious Company
acquired the Royal Treasury in
Lahore, including the famed
Koh-i-Noor diamond and the
Timur Ruby, which were sent
back to London as many of the
gifts for Queen Victoria in
England. According to historical records, at some point, the
quiver passed into the hands of
the First Marquess of
Dalhousie, Governor General
of India 1847-54.
“The Treasury also served
as a workshop making luxury
items for the court and it seems
certain that the quiver for sale
was produced there,” a
Bonhams statement notes.PTI
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erman historians on
G
Wednesday accused farright leader Alexander Gauland
of paraphrasing Adolf Hitler in
a newspaper column taking
aim at a “globalised class” that
he claimed threatens all that is
good in his “homeland”.
The co-leader of the farright AfD rejected allegations
of parallels with a 1933 speech
by Hitler, but the latest episode
is yet another controversy raising questions over his antimigrant party’s views on the
Nazi-era.
In a guest commentary for
Saturday’s
Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung (FAZ),
Gauland wrote that the “globalised class” occupies positions
in mainstream organisations
from international corporations to the media to universities, and are also in key political parties.Echoing
“Their members live
almost exclusively in big cities,
speak fluent English, and when
they move from Berlin to
London or Singapore for jobs,
they find similar apartments,
houses, restaurants, shops and
private schools everywhere.
“This group socialises
among itself but is culturally
‘diverse’,” he wrote, adding that

they have no attachments to
their homeland.
He argued that the AfD
stands against this group which
if left unchecked, would threaten “what makes our country and
our continent worth living in”.
Historian Wolfgang Benz,
a prominent researcher on the
Nazi era, noted however that
Gauland’s commentary was
strikingly similar to a speech
made by Hitler in 1933.
“It’s a paraphrase that looks
like the AfD chief had the
Fuehrer’s speech from 1933 on
his desk when he was writing
his column for the FAZ,” wrote
Benz in Tagesspiegel daily.
Gauland had simply modernised the criticism, added
Benz.
Addressing workers at the
Siemens Dynamo Works in
Berlin in November 1933,
Hitler railed against a “small,
rootless, international clique”.
They are “the people who
are at home both nowhere and
everywhere, who do not have
anywhere a soil on which they
have grown up, but who live in
Berlin today, in Brussels tomorrow, Paris the day after that,
and then again in Prague or
Vienna or London, and who
feel at home everywhere,” he
said, as a man in the audience
shouts “the Jews!”.

Beijing: Chinese authorities
have launched a campaign
against halal products in the
name of fighting extremism in
the capital of Xinjiang, the
fractious northwest region
where Muslims are facing a raft
of religious restrictions.
Beijing has in recent years
launched a security crackdown
in Xinjiang against what it calls
separatist elements, and a UN

report has cited estimates that up
to one million ethnic Uighurs
and other Muslim minorities are
held in extra-judicial, political
re-education camps. Halal -Arabic for “permissible” -- refers
to a set of rules guiding Muslims
on what is allowed according to
the religion. It is frequently
applied to food and drinks but
also includes other personal
hygiene products.
AFP
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t Gen Asim Munir, who
previously served as the
head of the Militar y
Intelligence (MI), will be the
new chief of Pakistan’s powerful spy agency ISI, the Pakistan
Army announced Wednesday.
Munir
was recently
promoted to
the rank of
Lieutenant
General by
the Army
Promotion
Board headed by Chief of
Army Staff Gen Qamar Javed
Bajwa.
He replaces Lt Gen Naveed
Mukhtar and will assume
charge on October 25.
Mukhtar assumed the
office of the Inter-Services
Intelligence director general
in December, 2016.
Munir has also served as
the commander of the Force
Command Northern Areas.
He was conferred Hilal-iImtiaz, the second highest civilian award, in March 2018.
The Army also announced
several key top level transfers
after army chief promoted five
major generals to the next
rank last month.
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nly after a long night of suffering can you
come to the sweet taste of dawn. Veteran
O
filmmaker, producer Mahesh Bhatt feels
pain is a part of life, like night is a part
of the 24-hour cycle and whatever is
born, dies. The only thing that is eternal is love, which is not dependent
on marriage.
“Jalebi goes beyond the space
of ‘and they lived happily ever after.’
There is pain, separation and longing. Since the audience wants real
things these days, this film reflects
the lives of real people,” he says. The
film tells you how to live in an age of
bewilderment when the old stories
have collapsed and no new story has yet
emerged to replace them.
The film, a remake of the Bengali hit
Praktan, has already been told to the audience. When asked why this version was
unique, he says, “A story is not a situation,
instead it is a world view of what you as
a filmmaker set out to do with the given
circumstances and what you bring out
from the characters. Though the structure is of Praktan, the entire insight breaks
the patriarchal system. Praktan is still tied
to the patriarchal structure. It is looked
within the walls of a woman defining herself within the space of marriage; that she’ll
be looked upon as a successful person
provided she makes the marriage
work. But Jalebi takes you beyond
where the TV soap operas go and
beyond where Praktan ended.”
The film is a look at troubled love stories since
youngsters are asking for a new look at the subject.
“They are not at all happy to settle for the fairytale
romance that is being dished out to them. They
want a fresh, brave, and real look at love and that’s
exactly what Jalebi does,” Bhatt adds.
He strongly feels that modern relationships are
asking for a new definition, they are not going to
live by your references of the past or by the stan-
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ore allegations against Bollywood stars continued to pour in on Wednesday with actress
M
Sandhya Mridul levelling charges against Alok Nath
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ashion weeks are awaited with
bated breath for they highlight a
plethora of motifs, textures,
fabrics along with zany twists to traditional Indian and Western silhouettes and set the trend for the coming
months. So the Lotus Make-Up India
Fashion Week (LMIFW), ostensibly
showcasing spring/summer 2019,
drew a lot on earth elements, a palette
of colour, indigenous weaves and
technology that has made design and
immersive and fluid experience.
Designer Anupama Dayal’s collection Broken focussed on bringing out
the new from within, a metaphor for
rebuilding life with the old pieces. Using
the Japanese concept of filling a broken
bowl with gold to make it more beautiful than the original, the work was an
exploration of the internal being. She
used rainbow and star fish motifs in different sizes since they can regenerate
new limbs when the old ones get damaged. She also used bold patchworks
in eclectic prints with boundaries
defined in gold. “It is a story that
believes in ‘with women, and for
women.’ These designs signify how
women break through situations, events
and innumerous responsibilities. But
even after such hurdles, every woman
has the strength to emerge brighter and
much more beautiful, even if she is broken,” said Dayal post-show.
Another brand, Péro by Aneeth
Arora, used underwater motifs in
powder blue and turquoise, so they
appeared floating in the ocean. Colour
blocking, frills and ruffles dominated
the collection along with crocheted edgings and beaded fringes, all with locally-sourced ingredients. Woven in various parts of India like Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, Bhagalpur and Banaras, versatile across multiple categories this season, Arora’s ginghams and tartans
were light-hearted plaids featuring
warm, upbeat pastels and neutrals
together. Stripes were refreshed with
wide widths in vivid contrasts, providing a contemporary vibe. She worked
with the “kadhwa” weavers of Banaras,
who embroider motifs on the loom.
Along with the simplicity of modern colours and prints were the decadent hand embroideries, meticulously crafted and luxurious with elaborate floral motifs etched into handwoven tartans and stripes, along with
velvets and linens. The shimmer and
reflection of light in water had been
captured by rendering these delicate

BP\P]c
2WPdWP]ddbTS
<d\QPXPPb
X]b_XaPcX^]

aquatic prints of flora and
fauna, through gradation of
sequins, beads and threads on
hand-woven
grounds.
Crocheted edgings and beaded
fringes, developed closely with
the skilled Afghani refugees, were
celebrated to add to the whole
Caribbean mood. Different
materials were utilised for
their textures, including
hand-crafted ceramic buttons gingerly glazed in Indian
hues.
Samant Chauhan’s latest
collection brought together
nostalgia and the city of
Mumbai together. His collection was a homage to
the past that is quickly
being redeveloped and
recast into the present,
which is also fast slipping
into the future. It was
about European influence and confluence.
He played around with
structures, silks, pastel
colours and elaborate
but subtle embroidery,
almost like embossed
porcelain, in flowing
European lines.
Collaborations were the
order of the day. The
Ministr y of Textiles,
Government of India and
the Australian High
Commission in India
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dards of what was given to your mother and grandmother. Their lives are different now. Women are
more assertive, they no longer need a man to complete their lives. Earlier, you were attached to a man
because you needed means to make a living and
today it’s vice versa. India is evolving, Indian
girls are changing, they all have new hopes and
aspirations.
As Mahesh Bhatt is returning to the director’s chair after nearly a 20-year hiatus
with Sadak 2, in which he is directing
his daughters Alia and Pooja, he says
that he’s a bit nervous and scared to
direct his daughters “because they’re
young and they’re very talented.”
“I have no idea whether I’ll be
adequate enough to match their
thirst. They have the critical faculty to see what is relevant and
irrelevant. It won’t be a red carpet
because they are my biological offspring, no. It is going to be on their
terms and I think that’s the job of the
young generation, to challenge the conclusions and certainty of the old and only
if we can survive that then we’re worth
being directors,” he says.
The veteran sees himself as an old
gladiator but in a new arena with new
fighters. “I come with my zeal but I also
doubt whether I’ll be able to rise up to
the expectations of the world.” he adds.
In the past few weeks, several
celebrities have opened up about incidents of sexual harassment in the
wake of the #MeToo movement and
Bhatt comes out in full support of it but
cautions that it shouldn’t be misused.
“It’s not restricted to the film
industry. Entertainment industry
should support women, but also
give accused the right to be looked
upon as innocent till proven guilty,” he says. “Tu
kaun hai tera naam hai kya, Sita bi yeha badnaam
hui. Women have fought this for a long time and
now there’s more power to them. You can’t solve
these problems with opinions. It needs a deeper
and inner change, unless there are more people like
the character of Dev in Jalebi, where he genuinely
looks at women with good intentions like our Indian
culture has always looked,” he says.
?W^c^)?P]ZPY:d\Pa

brought five designers together to
work with Indian handlooms. Said
designers Romance was Born, We are
Kindred, Brother’s Earth, Cassandra
Harper and Roopa, “We are pleased
to showcase Indian handlooms with
design interpretations from five
Australian designers. This collaboration will highlight the versatility of the
Indian textiles, opening gates to foreign intervention,”said Sanjay Rastogi,
DC (Handlooms), Ministry of
Textiles. The show comprised collections developed by Romance Was
Born and We are Kindred with brocades from Uttar Pradesh, Brother’s
Earth in collaboration with Indian
designer Naushad Ali with natural
indigo-dyed handloom textiles from
Tamil Nadu, Cassandra Harper
with ikats from Telangana and
Roopa with silks from West
Bengal.
“Hand-woven textiles bring
a unique character to the garment. We are living in an exciting time in fashion where the
story behind the garment is more
important than ever. This intersection of story and the richness of
handloom has inspired
Brothers Earth and Naushad
Ali to collaborate on this
men’s capsule. We are so
excited to be part of the
Australian Fest,” said
Brothers Earth. Roopa
Pemmaraju’s S/S 19 collection stood out for paying
homage to the ancient network of trade routes that
once connected the East
and West.
Rimzim Dadu’s
HUEMN SS19 collection was influenced
by the cultural and
socio-economic
ambience of conflict
ridden
Kashmir set
against its raw
beauty; and
the hope
and pride in
its growing
youth. It’s
stark contrasts
of what has
passed and
what is to come
formed the back?Ta^U^RdbbTS^]
bone of the narra\PaX]T\^cXUb

he best day when I was most proud
of myself was during the race
T
called Paris-Nice 2005 where I helped
a very close friend, Bobby Julich, win
it. He had sacrificed to help me in the
past and I thought that this was the
moment that I could pay back. When
he was standing on the podium and his
wife and children were happy, it was the
most rewarding day of my life. I’ve had
a bunch of wins but it was the most
memorable day,” says Jens Voigt,
German former professional road bicycle racer who was recently in the
country. For those who have been a part
of any competitive sport, this act of
Voigt can give a little insight into the
man.
Sitting at a restaurant of a five star
hotel in central Delhi, Voigt was casually dressed in a blue T-shirt, which carried the name Trek — the bicycle manufacturer with whom his name has been
associated since 2011 as its global
brand ambassador. He retired from
active racing four years ago but continues to be as busy if not more. “I was in
California, then travelled home to
Germany for two days and now I am
in India. Earlier, I was travelling more
within Europe but now it is greater distances. It gives me a chance to see beautiful places and meet interesting people. I have 10 different bosses and 10
different jobs,” he says and goes on to
add with a laugh, “If I had known how
good retired life would be, I would have
done it 20 years ago.”
And it has perks like watching
countries like India where the cycling
culture is young, growing fast. “I can see
the change from my first visit in March
to now. At a bike race, more than 6,000
people showed up. It is going the right
way. People are now interested in bikes
that are lighter with smaller wheels that
go faster rather than the more utilatirian ones with broader wheels.”
Voigt, who was born in what was
then East Germany, says, “My school
teachers told my parents that since I
talked a lot, had a lot of energy and was
a pretty wild child, I should start
cycling to burn off.” He won the first
race that he took part in and as was the
norm, the Communist government

tive.
The line comprised multi-dimensional clothing in classic Huemn style
with pattern play and a strong interjection of hand-made surfaces and
athletic detail to translate a fearless and
modern, urban aesthetic. Photographs
by Hanauer and Azaan Shah have
been played with and converted into
print and mixed media textures. An
assortment of intricate hand-work
techniques were used to add unexpected detail to individual garments.
The mood was powerful yet playful
with edgy, contemporary styling.
The collection drew inspiration
from age old techniques of lace-making and stencilling in signature materials like handmade chiffon cords,
metallic cords and metal wires. The collection explored sculptural forms for
ready to wear clothing using couturelike techniques. His collection aimed to
explore intersections between fashion,
art and technology through a collaboration with a multi-disciplinary artist
— Harshvardhan Kadam of
Inkbrushnme — and an interactive
experience with technology studio
Digital Jalebi. While the artist used the
virtual world as his canvas to interpret
Dadu’s collection with Google Tilt
Brush, the audience had the opportunity to see every brush stroke he made
in thin air on huge walls. It was the first
time virtual reality was being used live
for a fashion show in India.
If Dayal’s collection was an exploration of the internal workings of a person, Rajesh Pratap Singh’s collection was
a tribute to adventure, travel, the roaming spirit, the exploration of the physical and that which is beyond.
His Above the tree line was
inspired by Pahadi roots. Rugged,
rocky asymmetric silhouettes, deconstructed shapes with inside-out seams,
the collection was a tribute to the
mountains with their mystique and
challenges. Fabrics used comprised
wool-linen blends, weaves that are
made on handlooms and ikats. Handcrafted shoes and gloves accessorised
the look.
The FDCI has also collaborated
with the Japanese Embassy to bring
promising designer Atsushi
Nakashima to the LMIFW.
Nakashima, who has worked as an
assistant designer with Jean Paul
Gaultier, has also showcased at Milan
Fashion Week in the past.
?W^c^)?P]ZPY:d\Pa

and her also sounding a note of caution against levelling fake charges and thereby diluting the
impact of #MeToo.
“Dear women. I’m requesting you all .. please
do not make false allegations and derail what is an
extremely crucial movement. Please. Just the truth.
No personal agenda. No lies that disempower the
truthful. Thank you. Much love,” she wrote on
Twitter.
Mridul joined script writer Vinta Nanda, who
had revealed how Nath had raped her two decades
ago. She said that Nath had harassed her while they
were working in Kodaikanal on a teleplay in the
1990s.
A fresh face to join the list of those accused is
Rohit Roy. A woman on Twitter said that Roy sent
her suggestive messages when she was 16. “He’s
harassed me on several occasions since, trying to
get me to kiss him. Including when his wife (was)
in the next room,” she wrote.
Singer Sona Mahapatra accused singer Kailash
Kher of sexual harassment as well in a Twitter post.
She said, “I met Kailash for coffee in Prithvi Café
to discuss a forthcoming concert where both our
bands were playing & after the usual, a hand on my
thigh with lines like, ‘you are so beautiful, feel so
good that a musician got you (Ram) not an actor.
I left not soon after.” She is among five women who
have accused him of touching them inappropriately or making lewd comments.
Meanwhile singer Abhijeet Bhattacharya, who
was accused by a
flight attendant,
hit back saying
he doesn’t know
the people who
charged him. In
fact, he embodied
the medieval
marauder syndrome by saying,
“All
these
(women) are
retired and aged
people. Those
who have never
seen success in
their lives and are
supposed to be
husband-beaters, men beaters and most frustrated
persons are making up such stories.”
Meanwhile, the negative sentiment against
filmmaker Vikas Bahl heated up with actor Imran
Khan opening up about how three actresses had
confided in him about the director. “I have heard
his stories from three other actresses. Ranging from
inappropriate touching to straight up saying that if
you were cast in the film, what will I get in return,”
he said. Imran said that he was earlier advised
against speaking about sexual harassment in the
industry.
Another woman accused actor Rajat Kapoor
today for inappropriate behaviour. Journalist
Sandhya Menon shared the incident that the
woman, who remains anonymous, faced. Kapoor
called her a ‘little bitch’ and insisted that he be called
‘master’. The industry has also taken action against
him by dropping his film from Mumbai Academy
of the Moving Image (MAMI) film festival.
Filmmaker Anurag Kashyap dropped out as a board
member from the film festival for remaining silent
against complaints about Bahl. He is also facing a
lawsuit from Bahl for defamation.
Actress Amyra Dastur said she has been a victim of “harassment” at the hands of “men and
women” but doesn’t have the guts to name and
shame them.
The 25-year-old, however, added that while she
has not faced casting couch in the south or
Bollywood, she faced her share of harassment in
both industries. “I don’t have the guts to name them
because they are powerful people,” she said.
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paid for sports training. “The local team
came up and presented me with a shiny
silver metallic bike. My parents were
working class and it was the first time
that I had something that was not a
hand-me-down from my older brother or something which I had to share
with my younger sister. I was thrilled,”
he says. Life came a full circle when
Diamant, the oldest bike making
company in Europe, was faced with
imminent closure and was taken over
by Trek. “Now my kids ride the same
bikes that I did as a child,” he says, the
thrill clearly palpable in his voice.
During a career that spread over 18
years as a pro and 33 years in all, Voigt
had 65 wins which, he believes, was
“pretty good”. But then he places the statistics: “I probably failed 650 times. So
nine times out of 10 is not the best odds
but you need to accept it,” he says. And
for him that is what kept him going. “A
person holds his/her destiny in their
hands. You basically take your passion
and make it happen. So you try to make
the best out of what is given to you. Selfbelief is important if you are starting out
on a Tour of France which is for 21 days
and has 3,500 participants.”
But beyond the mind game, cycling
also needs peak physical fitness.
During a normal year, when he was a
part of the circuit, Voigt would do
35,000 km, of which 15,000 would be
racing and 20,000 training. “In cycling

aerodynamics is important because
there is resistance to wind. The
weight of the rider is important as the
lighter you are the better it is. So during the Tour of France, I would be
really thin with less than 4 per cent
body weight. So you have to pay
attention to your diet. The training
cannot be done within two hours, it
is a process for that stretches over the
entire day,” says Voigt, who rides a
model called Madone, which he
helped develop at Trek.
To sustain in the sport, he feels
dedication, passion, a certain amount
of intelligence, willingness to accept
the challenge obstacles, challenges
and defeat but not get bogged down
by defeat. He has been through 75
crashes, broken 11 bones and has 25
needles and screws in his body.
“While your family does live off the
money and you have a good life, there
are sacrifices to be made. I have very
often missed the first day at school
or performance which made it it hard
for me. My wife has kept things under
control and has my back. I would not
have been able to be a professional
cyclist, if it had not been for her. My

family enjoys and suffer in equal
parts,” he says.
Voigt met his wife when he was
22. Six children and many years down
the line, they continue to be inseparable. “I met her father and told my
friend that he was certainly not pretty so it was unlikely that the daughter would be. But soon I saw her and
she had her hair in a ponytail which
bounced and my head went like this,”
he says, bobbing his head up and
down as he recollected the incident
which happened years back.
After retirement, he also works as
a TV commentator who gives colour
and insight about the sport. “I know
most of the cyclists and I can talk to
them but it is tricky. I always tell them
whether I am calling them as a
friend or journalist. If you can’t separate the two, then you lose the trust
and it won’t come back.”
Voigt started a sportswear brand
called Shut Up Legs which was his
catch phrase years ago. “I still get pictures from Boston or Australian
marathon where you have it written
on the road. It will be out there when
I am gone,” he says, signing off.
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n line with the year-long
celebrations of 60th
anniversary of the National
Mineral
Development
Corporation
(NMDC)
Limited, the Navratna company hosted the “NMDC Golden
Jubilee
International
Conference-Minerals and
Metals Outlook 2030” from
October 9 to 10 in New Delhi.
With over 500 delegates, 64
speakers, 16 countries and
30+ international speakers, it
created a platform for existing
and potential metal producers
and miners, both domestic
and international, for discussing, planning and establishing mutually beneficial
relationships.
The conference aimed to
bring together all relevant
stakeholders to deliberate and
chart out a roadmap for the
growth and development of
the mining sector and
achieve the projected target
of 300 million tonnes
production per annum of
steel by 2030-31 under the
National Steel Policy.
The conference was
attended by the Union
Minister of Steel Chaudhary
Birendra Singh as chief guest
and the event kicked off in the
presence of N Baijendra
Kumar, Chairman-cumManaging Director, NMDC
Ltd, Binoy Kumar, Secretary,
Ministry of Steel, Sanjay
Chadha, Additional Secretary,
Department of Commerce,
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Narendra Kumar
Nanda, Director (Technical),
NMDC Ltd and the conference
convenor, Edwin Basson,
Director General, World Steel
Association, Jatinder Mehra,
CEO, ESSAR Steel India Ltd,
Sajjan Jindal, Chairman, JSW
Group and Dilip Chenoy,
Secretary General, FICCI.
Speaking at the conference
Chaudhary Birender Singh
said, “Mines and mineral sector is the backbone of the
country and propels the economic growth. Through forward and backward linkages it
is one of the largest creators of
employment in the country.”
He was addressing the inaugural session of “International
Conference on Minerals and
Metals — Outlook 2030”.
The Minister expressed
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WXVW`dP[XchR^b\TcXRbP]S
QTPdcXUd[[P]SbRP_Tb
orea is an emerging desK
tination amongst the
Indian travellers, as the

that, “The sector has a huge
potential to drive growth in the
global environment and he is
looking forward to the recommendations of the conference
for policy formulation.”
He added that “The conference is well-timed and in
sync with the Government of
India’s vision set in the
National Steel Policy-2030. It
will help in exchange of information and expertise across
the sector.”
Minerals and metals are
the backbone of almost every
major industry, believes the
Union Minister for Steel.
Speaking at the conference, he
said, “Be it steel, cement, automotives, construction or infrastructure, the vibrant mineral
and metals has the potential to
propel the growth not only
through its contribution to
the GDP but also through its
forward and backward linkages. The sector also plays a
crucial role in employment
generation in India. The country produces 95 minerals
which include fuel-related
minerals, metallic minerals,
non-metallic minerals, atomic minerals, and minor minerals and is among the top producers of steel, iron ore, coal,
bromide, zinc and bauxite in
the world.”
He further pointed out
the despite being blessed with
such rich resources, the production has not kept up to the

potential of the sector due to
some inherent challenges and
constraints. Some of the challenges include inadequate
infrastructure, land acquisition, ban on mining in some
states, financial hurdles and
lack of access to growth capital. The impact of mining on
environment and the surrounding communities has
also been a concern over the
years. Mining has also been
associated with many illegal
and unauthorised activities.
The minister added, “India
is far behind in using the latest technology for exploration
and mining as compared to
other countries. We need to
upgrade these and use space
technology, advanced equipment for open cast mining and
even for monitoring and control of activities.” The minister
assured that the present government has taken up these
concerns seriously and taken
initiatives to address the deterrents to the sector. “The
amendment of the Mines and
Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act (MMDR),
1957, is one example which
would ease the path of doing
business for the mining industr y in the countr y.
Infrastructure is being
improved, innovative ways are
being sought to transport ores
like the slurry pipelines, adoption of machine learning, hightech equipment and technolo-

gy like satellite mapping is
being encouraged among
many other initiatives of the
government," he said.
The NMDC chairmancum-MD Baijendra Kumar,
IAS, informed that through its
journey of six decades, the
company has explored and
developed a number of mines
which have become the basis
of creation of various other
PSUs in the country. “Many
interventions have been made
by the company since its inception. This is however just the
beginning of the major role
that NMDC has to play in the
national target of achieving
300MT production capacity of
steel by 2030-31. In line with
this, NMDC has prepared a
strategic management plan to
achieve 67MT per annum production capacity by 2021-22
and aspires to reach 100MT
per annum production capac-
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P[[bcPZTW^[STab_aTbT]cX]0]SP\P]
P]S=XR^QPaaTVX^]CWTf^aZbW^_
fPbX]PdVdaPcTSQh2WTcP]1WdbWP]
BP]VWX80B2WXTUBTRaTcPah
0]SP\P]=XR^QPaX]cWT_aTbT]RT
^U8]b_TRc^a6T]TaP[<E?PcWPZ
2^\\P]STa2^Pbc6dPaS
ATVX^]0=CWTTeT]cfXc]TbbTS
_PacXRX_PcX^]^U\d[cX_[T<PaXcX\T
BTPaRWP]SATbRdT<B0AbcPZT
W^[STa^aVP]XbPcX^]b
B_TPZX]V^]cWT^RRPbX^]cWT2WXTU
6dTbc_aPXbTScWTSTSXRPcX^]P]SR^\\Xc\T]c^U2^Pbc
6dPaSc^fPaSbaT]STaX]VbT[U[TbbbTaeXRT7TP[b^
WXVW[XVWcTScWT]TTSc^bcaT]VcWT]cWT<B0A

ity by 2030.”
He went on to add, “The
International Conference on
Minerals and Metals is an
excellent platform for the metal
producers and miners locally
and internationally. The objective of NMDC conceptualising
the conference is that being an
important player in the industry, NMDC wants to leverage
the existing knowledge base for
the benefits of all the industry
stakeholders. Along with placing India as one of the important cogs in the international
mining and minerals eco-system, the conference will also
help in the building new partnerships and trade relationships with different countries.”
He
said,
“This
International Conference
would not only put focus back
on various aspects of the mineral and metal sector but will
help to channelise all the stake-

X]UaPbcadRcdaTP]SaTUX]TcWT_a^RTSdaTbX][XVWc^UcWT
_[P]]TSTg_P]bX^]^UcWT\PaXcX\TbTRc^aX]cWT0=
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bh]TaVhPRWXTeTSQTcfTT]P[[bcPZTW^[STabc^aTP[XbTP
_a^\_caTb_^]bTc^P]hX]RXST]cPcbTP
CWTf^aZbW^_fPbPX\TSPc
XST]cXUhX]VcWTVP_bQTcfTT]cWT
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_a^eXSTa0S\X]XbcaPcX^]P]ScWT
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^aVP]XbPcX^]b\PaXcX\TX]Sdbcah
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joint marketing initiative.
The visit of these young,
inspirational women will
make people aware about
this great holiday destination.” Korea is a popular
destination for business as
well. Commenting on the
same, Kwon said, “Korea is
a one stop destination for
travellers as it has a lot to
offer, from futuristic cities to
advanced technology,
buzzing nightlife, legendary
food, K-Pop dramas, highquality cosmetics and beautiful lndscapes. It is also
coming up as a new business
destination with major tech
companies taking over.”
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CWT8]bcXcdcT^U2WPacTaTS0RR^d]cP]cb^U8]SXP8208
WPbbXV]TScWT<dcdP[ATR^V]XcX^]0VaTT\T]c<A0
fXcW2?08aT[P]S^]>Rc^QTa$X]8aT[P]SBXV]X]V^U
cWT0VaTT\T]cQTcfTT]8208P]S2?08aT[P]Sf^d[S
UPRX[XcPcT\dcdP[[haTR^V]XbX]VcWT`dP[XUXRPcX^]^UTPRW
^cWTa³bP]S
PS\XccWT
\T\QTabX]
V^^SbcP]SX]V
Qh_aTbRaXQX]VP
QaXSVX]V
\TRWP]Xb\
QTcfTT]cWTcf^
X]bcXcdcTbD]STacWTcTa\b^U<A0P]8208\T\QTa
X]V^^SbcP]SX]V^U8208RP]QTR^\TcWT\T\QTa^U
2?08aT[P]S^]R^\_[TcX]VP]S_PbbX]Vcf^^][X]T
cTbcbX]8aXbWCPgPcX^]P]S8aXbW;PfBcaPcTVh
CWTD]X^]2PQX]TcRWPXaTSQh?aX\T<X]XbcTa=PaT]SaP
<^SX^]9d[h 'WPSP__a^eTScWTbXV]X]V^U<A0
QTcfTT]cWT8208P]S2?08aT[P]SFWX[TbXV]X]VcWT
<A020=PeTT]=36d_cP?aTbXST]c8208
\T]cX^]TScWPc°CWT<A0QTcfTT]8208P]S2?0
8aT[P]Sf^d[SWT[_c^U^bcTabca^]Vf^aZX]VaT[PcX^]b
QTcfTT]cWTcf^PRR^d]cX]VX]bcXcdcTbP]SfX[[[TPSc^
VaTPcTa\^QX[Xch^U_a^UTbbX^]P[bPcTXcWTaT]S±
2^a\PR<^WP]?aTbXST]c2?08aT[P]STg_aTbbTS
°CWT<A0QTcfTT]8208P]S2?08aT[P]Sf^d[SQT
QT]TUXRXP[U^acWT\T\QTab^UQ^cW8]bcXcdcTbP]ScWTh
RP]T]Y^hcWTQT]TUXcbcWPcTPRW^aVP]XbPcX^]^UUTab±
4P\^]]BXVVX]b24>2?08aT[P]SP]S20B1
IPfPaT2T]caP[2^d]RX[<T\QTa8208fTaTP[b^
_aTbT]cSdaX]VcWT<A0bXV]X]VRTaT\^]h

holders in achieving targets set
in India’s National Steel Policy
- 2030. The sector has a huge
potential which is yet to be
tapped fully and can create 6
million additional jobs by
2025. This conference will aid
in charting a roadmap for
mining and metals industry.”
The two-day conference
saw speakers deliberate on
developing the minerals and
metals industry vision 2013
and the global perspective of
minerals and metals.
The conference also had a
dedicated Global CEO Session
and Country Panel Discussion,
engaging top CEOs and country heads of national and international organisations, deliberating on the future of minerals and metals worldwide. The
event aimed to achieve an
understanding of the global
commodities market for minerals and metals, highlighting
the inter-linkage between mineral development and economic growth, the developments in the international
metals market that can impact
the Indian metals industry
and identifying opportunities
in Indian mining and metals.
Conceptualised and hosted by NMDC, the conference
is supported by Ministry of
Steel, Ministry of Mines, and
Ministry of External Affairs,
and is being organised by
NMDC in association with
FICCI and Metalogic.

country is known for its
diverse landscapes, colourful
cultures and traditions, in
addition to its much popular night life and culture.
With an aim to promote
Korea as a memorable
tourist destination, the Korea
Tourism Organisation
(KTO) in association with
Cox & Kings Limited organised a trip for Femina Miss
India 2018 winner
Anukreethy Vas and
the First Runner-up
M e e n a k s h i
Chaudhary. This initiative was supported
by the Gyeonggi
Tourism, Seoul Tourism
Organisation and the Jeju
Tourism Organisation.
Speaking on the joint
marketing initiative and content development programme for South Korea,
Karan Anand, Head,
Relationships and Supplier
Management, Cox & Kings
Limited said, “We at Cox &
Kings have been thought
leaders in the travel space,
pioneering several innovative concepts and products
for the Indian traveller. One
such initiative has been our
association with fbb Colors
Femina Miss India, to use
their talent as influencers
attracting tourism traffic to
destinations we chose to
partner with. This year, we
have roped in not one, but
two Miss India talents to create content focusing on 18
different reasons Indians
must consider to travel to
South Korea on a holiday.
Anu Kreethy VAS, fbb
Colors Femina Miss India
World 2018 and Meenakshi
Chaudhary, fbb Colors
Femina Miss Grand India
2018, travelled across Jeju,
Gyeonggi and Seoul creating
content to be later reproduced across marketing platforms. I am not surprised to
hear positive reviews from
both these talents, after all
South Korea indeed is a
beautiful holiday product
waiting to be explored by the

larger section of leisure
Indian travellers, and as
always Cox & Kings has
once again thought out of
the box to do something special for Korea Tourism
Organisation in the form of
#18ReasonsToVisitSouthKor
ea”
Adding to this Jong Sool
Kwon, Director, Korea
Tourism Organisation New
Delhi, said, “We are really
happy with our association
with Cox & Kings for this

B2>?40?B42>=3D2CB4G42DC8E4
34E4;>?<4=C?A>6A0<<4

1>>:4G7818C8>=>=<070C<0B
$C718AC70==8E4AB0AH

CWT=PcX^]P[1^^ZCadbc8]SXPbFTbcTa]ATVX^]P[>UUXRTX]<d\QPX
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6P]SWXPc3P\P]c^R^X]RXSTfXcWWXb $cWQXacWP]]XeTabPah
RT[TQaPcX^]bCWTcXc[TbX]R[dSTSX[[dbcaPcX^]b^]<PWPc\P6P]SWXb
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CWT4\_[^hTTb³BcPcT8]bdaP]RT2^a_^aPcX^]4B82WPbf^]cWT
°8BB06^^S?aPRcXRT0fPaS±U^a0S\X]XbcaPcXeTB^[dcX^]U^a2^eTaPVT
4gcT]bX^]PccWT°ATVX^]P[B^RXP[BTRdaXch5^ad\U^a0bXPP]ScWT
?PRXUXR±WT[SPc:dP[P;d\_da<P[PhbXPaTRT]c[h
CWTPfPaSaTR^V]XbTbcWT\TPbdaTbcPZT]Qh4B82U^aTgcT]bX^]^U
R^eTaPVTB?A44BRWT\TU^a?a^\^cX]VATVXbcaPcX^]^U4\_[^hTab
P]S4\_[^hTTbaTSdRTSaPcT^UR^]caXQdcX^]aPcTbU^a!#\^]cWbX]
]Tf[hX\_[T\T]cTSPaTPbP]SaPXbX]VcWTfPVT[X\XcU^aR^eTaPVT
d]STacWT4B80RcTcR
APY:d\Pa80B3XaTRc^a6T]TaP[4B82aT_aTbT]cTS4\_[^hTTbBcPcT
8]bdaP]RT2^a_^aPcX^]P]SaTRTXeTScWT2TacXUXRPcT^U<TaXc^]QTWP[U
^U4B82

B2>?4 0RPST\h ^U ?dQ[XR BTRc^a 4]cTa_aXbTb
0?B4 R^]SdRcTS cWT fTTZ[^]V cW 4gTRdcXeT
3TeT[^_\T]c ?a^VaP\ U^a h^d]V TgTRdcXeTb ^U
?dQ[XR BTRc^a 4]cTa_aXbTb ?B4b Pc 0?B4
_aT\XbTb 0YXc BTcW 5^a\Ta 2PQX]Tc BTRaTcPah c^
6^eTa]\T]c ^U 8]SXP P]S cWT 5^a\Ta 2WPXa\P]
?dQ[XR 4]cTa_aXbTb BT[TRcX^] 1^PaS T\_WPbXbTS
cWPc caPX]X]V P]S T]WP]RTS [TPSTabWX_ bZX[[b
d]STabcP]SX]V QTbc V[^QP[ _aPRcXRTb P]S
Rdbc^\XbX]VcWTbTbZX[[bX]cWT8]SXP]R^]cTgcRP]
WT[_?B4baTPRWWXVWTa[TeT[b^UTgRT[[T]RT3aD3
2W^dQTh 3XaTRc^a 6T]TaP[ B2>?4 bPXS cWPc
bdRRTbbUd[R^\_P]XTbPaTcW^bTfW^WPeTbca^]V
2^a_^aPcT6^eTa]P]RT]^a\bP]ScaP]b_PaT]RhX]
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Ud]RcX^]X]VcWPc[TPSbc^bcPZTW^[STabcadbcfWXRW
UdacWTa caP]b[PcTb c^ T]WP]RT\T]c ^U bcPZTW^[STa
eP[dT
8]SXP4g_^<PacWPbQTT]^]RTPVPX]PfPaSTSPb
CWT1Tbc<824eT]dT^UcWThTPaP]SXcb2WPXa\P]
APZTbW:d\PaWPbQTT]W^]^aTSPb1Tbc<824
?Tab^]U^acWThTPa! 'PccWT #cW8]cTa]PcX^]P[
7^b_XcP[XchCaPeT[0fPaSb! 'WT[SPc7^cT[
0bW^Z=Tf3T[WX^]>Rc^QTa$AP\SPbb
0cWPfP[TD]X^]<X]XbcTa^UBcPcTU^aB^RXP[
9dbcXRTP]S4\_^fTa\T]cVPeTPfPhcWTPfPaSb
3daX]V[PbchTPaP[b^8]SXP4g_^2T]caT<Pac
P]SXcb2WPXa\P]APZTbW:d\PafTaTPfPaSTS
SdaX]V8]cTa]PcX^]P[7^b_XcP[XchCaPeT[PfPaSb
ATRTXeX]VcWTPRR^[PSTAPZTbW:d\PabPXS
°8]SXP4g_^<PacWPbQTT]bTccX]V`dP[XchP]S
bTaeXRTQT]RW\PaZbbX]RTXcbX]RT_cX^]>dad[caP
\^STa]X]UaPbcadRcdaTXbPcTbcX\^]hc^^da
R^\\Xc\T]cc^_a^eXSTf^a[SR[PbbUPRX[XcXTbc^
cWTTeT]c^aVP]XbTab±
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R^]caXQdcTc^fT[UPaTP]SVa^fcW^UcWTb^RXTchX]PbdbcPX]TS\P]]Ta8]cWT[PbcU^dahTPabcWT
SXbR^\b³2BA_a^VaP\\TbWPeTaTPRWTS^dcc^P]ST\_^fTaTS^eTa"[PZWf^\T]fWXRWXbPa^d]S$
_TaRT]c^UcWTc^cP[^eTabXg
[PZWQT]TUXRXPaXTb<^aT^eTa
cWTbT_a^VaP\\TbWPeT
QT]TUXcTSf^\T]QTcfTT]cWT
PVTb^U !P]S(&hTPab
CWT1B4B³2BA_a^VaP\bPaT
T\_^fTaX]VP]SaTPRWX]V^dcc^
f^\T]cWa^dVWbTeTaP[PRcXeXcXTb
X]UXeT\PX]RPcTV^aXTb
X]R[dSX]V)X4SdRPcX^]XX
4]TaVh2^]bTaePcX^]XXX7TP[cW
XeBP]XcPcX^]P]SeXBT[U
3TUT]RTCaPX]X]VTcRB^\T^UcWTbT_a^VaP\b[XZT°0Sd[c;XcTaPRh±°E^RPcX^]P[CaPX]X]V±°BT[U3TUT]RT±
PaTTgR[dbXeT[hU^af^\T]4eT]U^a^cWTa_a^VaP\\Tb[XZT°4]TaVh2^]bTaePcX^]±°7TP[cW2P\_b±
°4hT2PaT2P\_b±°B_^acb±°2P]RTa3TcTRcX^]±P]S°BP]XcPcX^]±cWTbWPaT^Uf^\T]QT]TUXRXPaXTbXb
fT[[PQ^eT#_TaRT]c

b_^ac $
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oger Federer was given a
huge scare before finally
seeing off Russia's Daniil
Medvedev 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 to open
his Shanghai Masters defence in
unconvincing fashion on

Wednesday.
The 37-year-old Swiss top seed faces Spain's
unseeded Roberto Bautista Agut on Thursday
in the last 16.
The 20-time Grand Slam champion initially
wasted little time stamping his mark on the tournament, breaking the 22nd-ranked Medvedev
in the first game.
But Medvedev, fresh from winning the
Japan Open, broke back and enjoyed even more
luck on Federer's service in the second set.
Federer's large cheering squad — decked out
in matching red T-shirts — looked on in disbelief as Medvedev grabbed the second set.
The 22-year-old then put the Swiss under
immediate pressure on his serve in the deciding set, only for an uncharacteristically flustered
Federer to hold.
In what was the first meeting between the
pair, Federer broke in the ninth game to finally destroy Medvedev's resolve in just under two
hours.
With the exception of injured world number one Rafael Nadal, Federer's chief rivals are
all still in the mix.
Juan Martin del Potro and Alexander
Zverev both defied illness to join Federer and
Novak Djokovic in the next round.
Del Potro, the third seed, said that he is suffering from a virus and reviewing his health
"hour by hour", after labouring past France's
Richard Gasquet.
The Argentine lost Sunday's final of the
China Open in Beijing to unseeded Nikoloz
Basilashvili and afterwards revealed that he had

been unwell.
Three days on and the 30-year-old continues to be under the weather, but just about did
enough to see off Gasquet 7-5, 7-6 (9/7).
Between coughs at his post-match press
conference, Del Potro said: "It wasn't easy to play
for me today, I did what I can. I didn't run too
much.
"But I'm going like hour by hour and see
how I'm feeling," added Del Potro, who plays
13th seed Borna Coric of Croatia next in
Shanghai.
"I got lucky that I won, but tomorrow will
be a different day.
"If I have a good night today and I have a
good recovery tomorrow morning, maybe I will
feel a little bit better for tomorrow night and play
better than today."
The 21-year-old Zverev fought off a cold —
he has had a sore throat and blocked nose for
a few days — and the raw power of Basilashvili,
winning 7-5, 6-4.
The fourth seed will play Australia's worldranked 33 Alex de Minaur.
Zverev said that Basilashvili, who is up to
a career-high ranking of 23, "knows how to play,
definitely".
"Probably the hardest-hitting player I have
ever played against," said Zverev.
Number two seed Djokovic nailed his
place in the last 16 on Tuesday with a convincing
victory over Jeremy Chardy.
The Serb, who is in sparkling form having
won Wimbledon and the US Open this summer, plays the 16th seed Marco Cecchinato of

DY``eVcd]Z\V>R_fRcVdec`_X@]j^aZT^VUR]Y`aVdRjd;RdaR]CR_R
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aspal Rana feels the Asian Games heartbreak
was a blessing in disguise for Manu Bhaker,
who went there as the one who could do no
wrong, only to fall and rise again in a matter
of weeks.
The moment of glory at the Youth
Olympics, according to the acclaimed shooter-turned-coach, makes her a strong Olympic
medal hope, alongside a few of her contemporaries.
Delighted as much as he was after the 16year-old Bhaker rediscovered her form with
a first-ever gold medal for India in shooting
at the Youth Olympics on Tuesday, Rana
admitted that not being able to continue her
medal-winning run in Indonesia may have
proved to be a boon, as she learns to not only
take failures in her stride, but also overcome
them.
A multiple Asian Games and
Commonwealth Games gold medallist and
now the junior national coach, Rana put in a
lot of emphasis while calling the likes of
Bhaker clear "Olympic materials".
"These shooters are clearly Olympic materials and we should be careful in preparing
them for glory in the world's biggest sporting
event. I am really happy with the way our
shooters have performed here (Buenos Aires).
We already have three medals and could have
actually had two gold," Rana told PTI.
The 42-year-old was referring to rifle
shooter Mehuli Ghosh's medal, the colour of

<P]d1WPZTa_^bTbU^aP_W^c^fXcWWTaaXU[T

which could have been yellow instead of white,
if she had scored better than 9.1 in her 24th
and final shot.

Asked about Bhaker's Asian Games heartbreak, Rana felt it was all part of the game, but
expressed his happiness over the way the

Jhajjar-girl roared back to form to top of the
podium.
"Yes, I think definitely that could help.
Though we all want to win but you can't win
everyday. You will rise one day, you will fall
another. That's how it is.
"But she has done well and I am really
happy for her. There was pressure and there
were so much expectations, which I don't
think is fair. At the end of the day, one must
remember that she is just a 16-year-old.
"She may not win everyday, but the experience will help her become a better shooter,"
Rana said.
The ISSF Senior World Cup double goldmedallist and Commonwealth Games champion Bhaker shot 236.5 to finish on top of the
podium in the women's 10m air pistol event,
making up for the heartbreak at the Asian
Games and the World Championship, where
she could not live up to her billing.
Rana also said that world famous Olympic
gold-medallist pistol shooter Anna Korakaki
from Greece followed Bhaker at the range for
two days.
"She was there yesterday (Monday) and
she was also there for the qualification and
final today. She was speaking about Manu's
shooting. I think it's nice that a shooter of her
(Korakaki's) calibre spoke about her," the
coach said.
Representing her country at the 2016 Rio
Olympics as a 20-year-old, Korakaki won a
gold medal in the 25m pistol and a bronze in
the 10m air pistol.
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est Indies skipper Jason Holder
on Wednesday took a dig at his
team's critics, pointing out that
even a far superior Caribbean outfit of the
90's, including the legendary Brian Lara,
couldn't win a Test series in India.
West Indies last drew an away Test
series against India way back in 1994
when Lara scored 91 at Mohali. However,
that was the only Test series that Lara
played in India.
When asked about critics lashing out
at their horrendous show in the first Test
against India in Rajkot, Holder said: "We
are playing the No.1 team, India, in their
backyard. And history would show we
haven't won a Test match here since 1994
and if you look at the players who came
through West Indies cricket - I think
Brian Lara and these greats have been
playing all that time."
Recently, former West Indies captain
Carl Hooper was critical of youngsters in
the island nations being only interested
in T20 contracts but without taking
names, the current skipper presented a
contrarian view.
"Again, everyone is entitled to their
opinion. I just focus primarily on what I
have to do and what the team has to do.
There's no point worrying about what
people have to say because people will
always have to say (something or the
other).
"The only way we
can silence the critics
- or try to silence them
because I don't think they'll
ever shut up - is by playing cricket."
The all-rounder, who is
yet to get fully fit for the second Test, looked clearly
unhappy with all the barbs
thrown at his inexperienced side.
"A lot has been
said about this Test
team in particular;
things that I am
not in agreement
with. Because we
have beaten top sides
in the last two-three
series we've played.
We probably haven't
won as many series as
we'd like. Within the
last year, I think
we've won two out

3W^]XbR^eTa:^W[Xb
f^aZ[^PSZThXbbdTb

8558C60H;4F8;;
?;0H! (F2)7>;34A
7H34A0103) 7T\PhWPeTRW^bT]cWT
0UVWP]XbcP]?aT\XTa;TPVdT^eTa
X]cTa]PcX^]P[RaXRZTcQdc2WaXb6Ph[TfX[[
STUX]XcT[h_[Ph]TgchTPabF^a[S2d_
_a^eXSTSWXb]TPa#hTPa^[SQ^ShXbPQ[T
c^fXcWbcP]ScWTaXV^dabFTbc8]SXTb
RP_cPX]9Pb^]7^[STabPXS^]FTS]TbSPh
6Ph[TfW^Xb]^cPRT]caP[[hR^]caPRcTS
FTbc8]SXTbRaXRZTcTabXV]TS^UUWXb;Xbc0
RPaTTaU^a9P\PXRPfXcWPRT]cdahPVPX]bc
1PaQPS^b[PbcfTTZP]SfX[[]^f_[PhU^a
1P[ZW;TVT]SbX]0?;
7T6Ph[TXbSTUX]XcT[hV^X]Vc^_[PhcWT
F^a[S2d_^]RTWXbQ^ShW^[Sbd_P]S
WTbUXcFTSfT[R^\TWX\X]c^cWTcTP\
8Uh^dV^QPRZc^cWTQTVX]]X]V^UcWThTPa
2WaXb\PSTWX\bT[UPePX[PQ[TU^acWTF^a[S
2d_`dP[XUXTab7T^][hSXScWPcaTP[[h
QTRPdbTWTfP]cbc^_[PhcWTF^a[S2d_
WTfP]cbc^_[PhfT[[U^aFTbc8]SXTbP]S
WTfP]cbc^S^fT[[7^[STabPXS
7^[STabPXScWPc6Ph[TbTg_[^XcbX]
X]cTa]PcX^]P[RaXRZTcWPb\PSTWX\P
W^dbTW^[S]P\TX]C![TPVdTbP]S]^
^]TbW^d[SVadSVTcWPc
FWT]WTS^TbcWPcWTWPb_[T]ch^U
^_cX^]bPa^d]ScWTf^a[Sc^\PZT\^]Th
XcbPhbb^\TcWX]VPQ^dccWTX]SXeXSdP[
bPhbb^\TcWX]VPQ^dcfWPcWTfP]cbP]S8
aTP[[hPS\XaTcWPc7TfPb^QeX^db[hP
_Xe^cP[_PacX]db`dP[XUhX]Vc^cWTF^a[S
2d_7^[STabPXS
>UcT]P_[PhTa^U6Ph[T^a<Pa[^]BP\dT[b
RP[XQaTf^d[SUX]SXcSXUUXRd[cc^\^cXePcT
cWT\bT[eTbPVPX]bcPbb^RXPcT]PcX^]b[XZT
XcWP__T]TSSdaX]VcWT822@dP[XUXTaQdc
cWTh]TeTa[PRZTSX]cT]bXch
6dhb[XZTWX\<Pa[^]BP\dT[bfW^
aTP[[h\PSTcWT\bT[eTbPePX[PQ[T^]cWPc
X]bcP]RT822@dP[XUXTabRaTSXc\dbcV^c^
cWT\P]S]^c^][hcWT\c^TPRWP]STeTah
X]SXeXSdP[fW^WPeTR^\Td_c^aT_aTbT]c
FTbc8]SXTb
CWThZ]TfcWTbXV]XUXRP]RTP]S
X\_^acP]RT^UcWPcc^da]P\T]c*fT_[PhTS
PVPX]bccTP\bfT_a^QPQ[hfTaT]c
PRRdbc^\TSc^_[PhX]VPVPX]bc8cfPb
SXUUXRd[c1dcPbcWTbTaXTbfT]c^]fT
aP[[XTSfT[[P]SfTPRWXTeTScWT^QYTRcXeT

of four or five series we've played. So
I don't understand why people
would be this harsh towards us."
He also didn't agree with the
theory that West Indies can go the
Bangladesh way by concentrating
on one format - may be ODI or T20.
"I think I would disagree with
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san jos: 5^a\Ta DadVdPh X]cTa]PcX^]P[ 6dbcPe^ <Pc^bPb WPb
QTT] P__^X]cTS Pb cWT ]Tf R^PRW ^U 2^bcP AXRP cWT R^d]cahb
U^^cQP[[ UTSTaPcX^] bPXS ^] CdTbSPh CWT $ hTPa^[S <Pc^bPb
cPZTb^eTaUa^\>bRPaAP\XaTifW^bTR^]caPRcfPb]^caT]TfTS
PUcTa2^bcPAXRPUX]XbWTSQ^cc^\^UcWTXaVa^d_PccWTF^a[S2d_
<Pc^bPbcfXRTf^]cWT<TgXRP][TPVdTX]RWPaVT^U;T^]fWX[T
WTVdXSTS2[dQ0\TaXRPc^cWT2>=202052WP\_X^]b;TPVdTcXc[T
X] ! # $ 2^bcP AXRP fTaT T[X\X]PcTS X] cWT Va^d_ bcPVT X]
AdbbXP fXcW Ydbc ^]T _^X]c U^da hTPab PUcTa cWT cTP\ \PST P
bda_aXbTad]c^cWT`dPacTaUX]P[b^UcWT! #F^a[S2d_

6>?8A0F0C7403;8=48=380=584;30C037<

new delhi: 6^_X C P]S STUT]SX]V RWP\_X^] =XcT]SaP BX]VW
APfPc fX[[ [TPS cWT 8]SXP] RWP[[T]VT Pc cWT 0XacT[ 3T[WX 7P[U
<PaPcW^]^]>Rc^QTa! CWT8]SXP]R^]cX]VT]cfX[[_dcd_PUXTaRT
UXVWcPbcWT0bXP]<PaPcW^]2WP\_X^]6^_XfX[[[TPScWT8]SXP]
4[XcT <T]b RPcTV^ah P[^]VbXST R^dabT aTR^aS W^[STa =XcT]SaP
BX]VWAPfPcCWTcf^aP]PcWaX[[X]VaPRTPccWT! 'CPcP<d\QPX
<PaPcW^]fWTaT6^_X_X__TSAPfPc^][hX]cWT[Pbc!\TcaTbc^
fX]cWTcXc[T0eX]PbWBPQ[TfW^bc^^ScWXaSX]cWT! &3T[WX7P[U
<PaPcW^]fX[[P[b^PSScTTcWc^cWTR^\_TcXcX^]8]cWTaTRT]c[h
R^]R[dSTS >_T] =PcX^]P[ 0cW[TcXRb 2WP\_X^]bWX_b X]
1WdQP]TbfPa BPQ[T R[X]RWTS cWT 6^[S X] BcTT_[TRWPbT "\
TaPbX]VcWT"&hTPa^[S]PcX^]P[aTR^aSX]cWT_a^RTbbBP]YXeP]X
9PSWPe P]S <^]XRP 0cWPaT fX[[ [TPS cWT 8]SXP] 4[XcT F^\T]b
RPcTV^ah CWT DB3 !' TeT]c fX[[ fXc]Tbb _PacXRX_P]cb
ad]]X]VX]U^daaPRTRPcTV^aXTb7P[U<PaPcW^]T[XcTP\PcTda
6aTPc3T[WXAd] :Ad]BT]X^a2XcXiT]bP]S2WP\_X^]bfXcW
3XbPQX[Xch

8=380=C40<;0=3B8=278=05>A8=C´;5A84=3;H

suzhou: 8]SXP] U^^cQP[[ R^PRW BcT_WT] 2^]bcP]cX]T bPXS
FTS]TbSPhcWPccWTUaXT]S[hX]cTa]PcX^]P[PVPX]bc2WX]PfX[[QTP]
X]SXRPc^ac^cWTcTP\b_a^VaTbbPWTPS^U]TgchTPab0520bXP]
2d_ CWT 8]SXP] cTP\ PaaXeTS WTaT U^a cWT X]cTa]PcX^]P[ UaXT]S[h
PVPX]bc &%cW aP]ZTS 2WX]P ^] BPcdaSPh 2WX]P PaT ^QeX^db[h P
V^^S bXST CWTh _[Ph b^\T V^^S U^^cQP[[ >da _TaU^a\P]RT
PVPX]bc2WX]PfX[[QTPVaTPcX]SXRPcX^]^UfWTaTfTPaTP]SW^f
UPafT]TTSc^V^2^]bcP]cX]TbPXS3TUT]STa?aXcP\:^cP[bPXS
cWTh]TTSc^_[PhUaXT]S[XTbPVPX]bcbca^]VTa^__^]T]cbX]^aSTac^
cXVWcT]cWTXabRaTfbFT]TTSc^_[Ph\^aTVP\TbPVPX]bccWT
bca^]VTacTP\bc^cXVWcT]cWTbRaTfbQTU^aTfT[P]SX]cWTD04U^a
cWT0bXP]2d_FTPaTTPVTa[hfPXcX]Vc^VXeT^daQTbcX]Ua^]c^U
cWT2WX]TbTRa^fS^] "cW:^cP[bPXSCWTcTP\fPbVaTTcTSQh
P_[TPbP]ccT\_TaPcdaT^U $STVaTTbCWT\PcRWXbb[PcTSc^QT
WT[SPccWTBdiW^d2Xch2T]caT>[h\_XRBcPSXd\X]BdiW^d2Xch
CWXb Xb cWT UXabc cX\T P] 8]SXP] bT]X^a ]PcX^]P[ cTP\ Xb _[PhX]V
2WX]PPfPh

38B740AC4=43A47<0=A4C8A4B5A><8=C´;2A82:4C

lahore: 5^a\Ta?PZXbcP][TUcPa\b_X]]Ta0QSdaATW\P]fW^
P[^]V fXcW cTP\\PcT BPTTS 0Y\P[ UP\^db[h bcd]]TS 4]V[P]S
SdaX]V P " STUTPc X] ! ! P]]^d]RTS WXb aTcXaT\T]c Ua^\
X]cTa]PcX^]P[RaXRZTcFTS]TbSPhCWT"'hTPa^[Sc^^Z (fXRZTcb
P]S0Y\P[UX]XbWTSfXcW!#fWT]?PZXbcP]fWXcTfPbWTScWTcWT]
f^a[S]d\QTa^]TCTbccTP\X]D]XcTS0aPQ4\XaPcTbbXghTPab
PV^ X] ^]T ^U cWT UX]Tbc _TaU^a\P]RTb ^U WXb RPaTTa 7^fTeTa
ATW\P]bPXSWTfPbSXbWTPacT]TSPb^U[PcTPUcTaQTX]VXV]^aTSQh
]PcX^]P[bT[TRc^ab8P\P]]^d]RX]VaTcXaT\T]cUa^\X]cTa]PcX^]P[
RaXRZTcfXcWPWTPehWTPacATW\P]c^[S\TSXPX];PW^aT8cfPb
Pc^dVWSTRXbX^]Qdc8WPeTSTRXSTSc^RP[[XcPSPh0fX[hb_X]]Ta
ATW\P]UX]XbWTSWXb!!CTbcRPaTTaYdbc^]TbW^ac^UPSTbTaeTS
Wd]SaTSfXRZTc\PaZfWX[TWTc^^Z"X]" ^]TSPhbP]STXVWc
fXRZTcb X]  CfT]ch! X]cTa]PcX^]P[b 7Xb [Pbc CTbc fPb X] BaX
;P]ZPX]! #QTU^aTcWTbT[TRc^abQTVP]_XRZX]Vh^d]VTa_[PhTab
X]WXb_[PRTc^U^a\P]TfcTP\ATW\P]bPXSSXb\P]c[X]VcWT
4]V[XbWQPcb\T]X]! !fPbWXb\^bc\T\^aPQ[T\^\T]cPbP
_a^UTbbX^]P[
0VT]RXTb

?C8Q 7H34A0103

ahendra Singh Dhoni's poor batting form might
force selectors to include the flamboyant Rishabh
M
Pant when they pick the ODI squad for the limited-overs

?aXcWeXBWPfaXVWcP]S<^WP\\TSBXaPYPccT]SP_aPRcXRTbTbbX^]PWTPS^UcWTXabTR^]ScTbc\PcRW[TUc9Pb^]7^[STaX]PRcX^]SdaX]VP\PcRW

that. If you look at our history in the last
three-four-five years, our suited formats
has ideally been T20 cricket and second
behind would be Test cricket. We are really struggling in ODI cricket for the last
10 years, if you go back that far.
"We've obviously had one or two
bright spots - our notable performance

in ICC 50-over cricket would be the
Champions Trophy that we won in
2004. You can see we tend to struggle in
ODI cricket. I think the bright spots in
the last two-three years have been in Test
cricket."
Holder believes that efforts should
be made to popularise Test cricket

among youngsters.
"If you ask any great player in the
world, they say 'if you want to learn to
play the game, play Test cricket, play
longer format cricket'. So I think
that's something we urge a little more
to the players in the Caribbean to
understand."

$EEDV¶VWULSOHVWULNHUDWWOHV$XV
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ard-working
fast
bowler
Mohammad Abbas took three wickets in seven balls to bring Pakistan closer to victory in the first Test against
Australia in Dubai on Wednesday.
The right-arm medium pacer dismissed Aaron Finch (49) and the Marsh
brothers -- Shaun and Mitchell - for
ducks as Australia slumped from 87 without loss to finish the fourth day at 1363.
At stumps opener Usman Khawaja
was batting on a fighting 50 and Travis
Head on 34 as the pair had added an
invaluable 49 for the unbroken fourth
wicket stand to prolong Australia's resistance on a weary and spinning Dubai stadium pitch.
Pakistan will need seven more wickets while Australia require another 326
runs for an improbable victory to take a
1-0 lead in the two-match series, with the
second Test starting in Abu Dhabi from
October 16.
Abbas said he was "happy to be
among the wickets".
"I used the crease to bring the ball in
and got wickets from those deliveries,"
he said.
"We need seven more wickets so,
God willing, we will get them and get this
win for which we have worked very hard
and it will be good to take a lead in the
series."

<^WP\\PS0QQPbRT]cTaRT[TQaPcTbfXcWWXbcTP\
\TQTabPUcTaPUcTaSXb\XbbX]V0Pa^]5X]RW
0?

0DBCA0;80=A4?;0H

It was an action replay of the first
innings as Australian openers put on 87
—they made 142 in their total of 202 on
Tuesday — as Finch was trapped legbefore soon after tea with a sharp
incoming delivery from Abbas.
Finch, who took an unsuccessful
review, hit five boundaries in his knock.
Two balls later Abbas had the elder
Marsh caught behind and in his next over
trapped Mitchell right in front of the

0?

stumps only to get the decision on review.
But it was Finch and Khawaja in the
afternoon session who batted with
resolve.
Pakistan-born Khawaja, who top
scored for Australia with 85 in the first
innings, held one end intact with resolute
batting, having so far hit six boundaries.
Abbas has figures of 3-26 to add to
his four wickets in the first innings, but
leg-spinner Yasir Shah was still wicketless in the match.
If Australia still wish to win this
match they will have to rewrite the history books as the highest chase in all Test
cricket is West Indies's 418-7, made
against Australia at Antigua in 2003.
Pakistan, who were 45 for three
overnight, declared 7.5 overs after lunch
on 181-6 at the fall of Asad Shafiq's wicket for 41.
Pakistan made 482 in their first
innings while in reply Australia were dismissed for 202.
Jon Holland, who took the key wicket of Azhar Ali for four on Tuesday, dismissed opener Imam-ul-Haq for 48,
caught and bowled off a flighted delivery.
Debutant Marnus Labuschagne then
had Haris Sohail caught close to the slips
for 39, leaving Pakistan at 110-4. Sohail
and Imam had added 65 runs for the
fourth wicket.
Holland had figures of 3-83 from 20
overs while off-spinner Nathan Lyon took
2-58.

leg of the ongoing home series against the West Indies,
here on Thursday.
It is still not clear whether the squad will be
announced for the first three games or the entire series,
which comprises five ODIs and three T20 Internationals
and starts on October 21.
Skipper Virat Kohli's presence may be another key
issue even though it's unlikely that he will be inclined
to rest for the entire series.
However, the primary
bone of contention will be
whether the selectors and
the team management will
at least agree on having a
cover batsman for Dhoni,
whose wicketkeeping
remains sharp but batting
form has been on the slide.
"We all know that
Dhoni will play till the
World Cup but there is no
harm in grooming Pant,
who could be a terrific No.6
or 7 batsman, who has the
ability to finish games," a
senior BCCI official privy to
selection matters said on
Wednesday.
Since his debut Test 3W^]XX]PRcX^]SdaX]VP\PcRW 0?
hundred at the Oval followed by a stroke-filled 92 in Rajkot, calls for the 20-yearold's inclusion have only grown louder.
While Dinesh Karthik is already there, his consistency and inability to finish matches at crucial junctures
will keep the team management worried.
There are a few other permutations that the selectors might consider.
Kedar Jadhav's dodgy hamstring will rule him out
of the limited-overs leg which opens up one potential
middle-order batting slot.
Ambati Rayudu, after a good Asia Cup performance,
will retain his place even if Kohli decides to play.
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Jasprit Bumrah are set to
come back after a much-needed break during the ongoing Test series.
Ravindra Jadeja is also expected to make it after his
lion-hearted show as Axar Patel's replacement.
The axe might just fall on Manish Pandey, who has
had a poor run of late since getting a chance against
Afghanistan.
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eg-spinner Imran Tahir bowled
South Africa to a 34-run win in the
L
first Twenty20 international against
Zimbabwe at Buffalo Park on Tuesday.
Tahir took five for 23 as South
Africa, defending a modest total of 160
for six, bowled out the tourists for 126.
The damage was done in the first
four overs as Tahir, sharing the new
ball, took the first three wickets.
"I've been practising with the
new ball to see if I can get more accurate (in case) I get a chance to bowl
with it," he said after claiming his best
figures in 20-over internationals.
He came back later to take two
wickets off successive balls to reduce
Zimbabwe to 65 for six.
Peter Moor hit four successive
sixes off left-arm spinner Tabraiz
Shamsi as he and Brandon Mavuta
briefly raised Zimbabwean hopes
with an eighth wicket stand of 53 off
19 balls. Moor made 44 off 21 balls and
Mavuta hit 28 off 14 balls.
New cap Rassie van der Dussen
steadied South Africa's innings, scoring 56 after coming in with his team
struggling on 11 for two in the second
over.
Van der Dussen and David Miller
(39) put on 87 off 66 balls for the
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fourth wicket but South Africa were
unable to dominate against a disciplined Zimbabwe bowling attack on
a slow pitch.
Kyle Jarvis took three for 37 and
Chris Mpofu took two for 24. Both
claimed early wickets and bowled well
in the death overs, with South Africa
able to score only 36 runs while losing three wickets in the last four overs.
Leg-spinner Mavuta, 21, a former
Zimbabwe under-19 captain, showed
outstanding control, taking one for 19
in four overs. He dismissed South
African captain Faf du Plessis for a
hard-hit 34 off 20 balls.
"We thought 155 was par," said Du
Plessis. "It was a nice challenge for us
because there was quite a bit of dew
out there."
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he Asiad disappointment still
"haunts" and Indian hockey captain Manpreet Singh Wednesday said
they will have to approach and play
each and every game cautiously in the
Asian Champions Trophy.
The disappointment of losing to
Malaysia in the semifinals of the 18th
Asian Games in Indonesia still lingers.
"It was a tournament we should
have won and the disappointment of
losing to Malaysia in the semifinal still
haunts us," stated the midfielder,
who was named the captain for the
tournament here.
Over the past three weeks, the
Indian men's hockey team has been
put through the grind at the Kalinga
Stadium - the venue for the prestigious men's World Cup in
Bhubaneswar.
Doing well at the Asian
Champions Trophy will be integral in
their preparations for the mega event

on home soil later this year.
Manpreet said, "At the 18th Asian
Games Jakarta-Palembang, I think we
were slightly overconfident that we are
Asia's No.1 team and this complacency is what we need to avoid during the Hero Asian Champions
Trophy Muscat 2018 if we want to
retain the title.
Post the semifinal loss, the team
had several meetings to understand
where we went wrong and watched
the videos from that match numerous
times.
When we regrouped for the
National Camp, we told ourselves it's
time to move on and we cannot let the
past affect our chances at the upcoming two big tournaments."
The defending champions will
take on hosts Oman in their opening
match on October 18 and play archrivals and previous edition's runnersup Pakistan in their second round
robin match on October 20.
The captain stated that the chal-
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lenging weather conditions in Oman
will help them acclimatise to the
humid playing conditions in
Bhubaneswar.
"The playing conditions in Oman
will be similar to Bhubaneswar and we
are training hard, sometimes train till
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late in the night as some of our matches start late in the Hero Asian
Champions Trophy Muscat 2018.
"Our aim going into the tournament is simple. We play to our potential against every team without taking anyone including Oman lightly.

"There won't be any room for
complacency. We have watched videos
of how each of these teams play and
we are prepared for the challenge," he
said.
Speaking of his own role in the
midfield, in the absence of stalwart
Sardar Singh who announced his
retirement last month, Manpreet said:
"I always aim to do my best for the
team and what is expected from me
by the team.
"We have youngsters like
Nilakanta Sharma who plays beside
me and defender Hardik Singh who
is making his debut, the seniors constantly talk and communicate on
field to help the youngsters and
ensure everyone understands each
other's game well.
"Everyone is putting their best
effort in our preparations and we have
paid a lot of attention to on-field
communication apart from other
aspects of the game," Manpreet concluded.

