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SC seeks Rafale decision details
Clarifies not issuing any notice to Centre, neither asking for pricing of jets
PNS n NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the
T
Centre to provide in a sealed
cover the details of decisionmaking process, sans pricing
and technical information in
the Rafale deal, but termed the
averments made in the PILs as
“grossly inadequate” and clarified that it was not issuing any
notice to the Centre.
A Bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi said it
wanted to satisfy itself about
legitimacy of the decisionmaking process even as the
Government sought dismissal
of the PILs on the issue,
terming them “political petitions”.
The Bench, also comprising Justices SK Kaul and KM
Joseph, gave the Government
time till October 29 to provide
the necessary information and
fixed the PILs, filed by lawyers
Vineet Dhanda and ML
Sharma, for hearing two days
after that.
“We are not on the issue of
pricing and suitability of the
Rafale jets but only on the decision making process,” the
Bench said.
When the Bench asked
Attorney General KK
Venugopal what will be his
response if the court asked him
to share the details of the decision-making process only to
the judges, the AG said it cannot be shown to anyone in the
interest of national security
and other issues involved in the
defence procurement process.

CAPSULE
3 STUDENTS HELD, J&K
TERROR MODULE BUSTED
Chandigarh/Jalandhar: In a joint
operation, the Punjab Police and
Special Operations Group of the
Jammu & Kashmir Police on
Wednesday arrested three
students after busting a terror
module of Kashmiri terror outfit
Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind (AGH) in
Punjab’s Jalandhar city.

JAMMU SEES 79 PER CENT
TURNOUT IN CIVIC POLLS
Srinagar: A total of 78.6% of
over 1.28 lakh voters exercised
their franchise in Jammu while
there was a low voter turnout yet
again in Kashmir with 3.4% of
2.20 lakh electorate casting their
votes on Wednesday in the
second phase of municipal polls
in the State.

HC REFUSES TO INTERFERE
IN DIDI’S PUJA DOLE CASE
Kolkata: The Calcutta High Court
on Wednesday refused to
interfere in the West Bengal
Government’s decision to give
`10,000 each to 28,000 Durga
puja committees in the State,
and said the legislature is the
appropriate forum to decide on
such expenditure.

RLYS OFFERS ‘VRAT KA
KHANA’ DURING NAVRATRI
New Delhi: Railways will offer
‘vrat ka khana’ (food during
fasting) as a part of its e-catering
menu during the Navratri festival
which started on Wednesday,
IRCTC said.

SAUDI ARABIA TO SUPPLY
EXTRA OIL TO INDIA IN NOV

However, the Bench said,
“What if we ask you to give
details without technical details
of aircraft?”
In the 15-minute-long
hearing, the Bench also heard
submissions from Sharma and
Dhanda, who sought several
directions, including courtmonitored SIT probe into the
deal and submission of details
of the agreement in a sealed
cover to it.
Sharma said that the pricing of the Rafale fighter jets
have been already disclosed in
the French Parliament and the
stand of the Centre was untenable. Sharma said the interGovernment agreement to buy
36 Rafale fighter jets must be
quashed. It was an “outcome of
corruption” and not ratified by
Parliament under Article 253
(Parliament has power to make
any law for implementing any
inter-Government agreement)
of the Constitution, he said.
In his plea, Dhanda
referred to the recent “controversy” over the `58,000 crore
deal between India and
Dassault Aviation, a French
company, for purchasing 36
combat jets and sought judicial
intervention to put an end to
the raging debate.
“In a PIL, my role is to
bring an issue to the notice of
the court. The court has perhaps also taken note of my plea
regarding submission of documents in a sealed cover envelope. After the court goes
through the documents, I am
sure, the truth will come out,”
Danda said.

On his part, the AG
pressed for dismissal of the
PILs contending that the petitions have not raised any public interests and rather they are
“political interest petitions”
and the petitioners have selectively quoted the questions
which have been answered in
Parliament.
He also said that a bitter
political fight was going on in
the country over the Rafale deal
in the election year and entertaining the petitions may be
used politically and moreover,
such policy decisions cannot be
reviewed judicially.
“This is a political petition
and not a public interest litigation and is part of bitter fight
going on between ruling and
Opposition party. If notice is

issued, it will go to the Prime
Minister... Please don’t entertain such petitions,” Venugopal
said.
The SC said it was neither
going into the averments made
in the petitions nor issuing the
notice on them and was asking
information to satisfy itself.
Congress leader and RTI
activist Tehseen Poonawala,
who had sought a direction
against the Centre on why the
Union Cabinet’s approval was
not sought as part of the
Defence
Procurement
Procedure (DPP) before signing the procurement deal with
France on September 23, 2016,
however, withdrew his PIL
against the fighter jet deal at the
start of the hearing.
Continued on Page 7

* SC asked Centre to file by October 29 details of the steps taken in
the decision-making process that led to the Rafale deal with France
* At the outset, the SC asked Attorney General KK Venugopal,
“Suppose we ask you (the Centre) to give the details of the decision
making process only to the judges, how will you react.”
* It cannot be shown to anyone in the interest of national security and
other issues involved in the defence procurement process,
Venugopal responded

efence Minister Nirmala
D
Sitharaman began her
three-day official visit to France
on Wednesday night to hold
bilateral talks with her French
counterpart Florence Parly.
During her visit, Sitharaman
will also take stock of progress
in the supply of the Rafale jets
expected to begin next year
end. She is also expected to visit
Dassault Aviation, which is
manufacturing 36 Rafale jets as
per Indian specifications
under the Government-toGovernment deal.

The visit comes at a time
when political slugfest is on
over the `58,000-crore Rafale
fighter jet deal with the main
Opposition party Congress
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In police custody,
Amrapali directors
divulge a/c books
SC orders sealing
of group’s nine
properties where
papers are hidden
he Supreme Court on
T
Wednesday ordered the
sealing of nine properties of

charging
the
NDA
Government with wrongdoing.
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi has raised questions on
Nirmala Sitharaman’s France
visit, alleging that work has
begun to justify the Prime
Minister’s decision to buy
Rafale fighter aircraft.
He took to Twitter to say
while the Supreme Court has
asked for the details of the
Rafale decision-making
process, the decision to buy the
fighter aircraft was taken by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
Rahul alleged that process-

es to justify Modi’s decision are
being invented.
“The Supreme Court has
asked for the Rafale decision
making process. It’s quite simple really... The PM decided.
The processes to justify his
decision are yet to be invented.
But work has begun. Ps. In this
connection, Raksha Mantri is
leaving for France tonight,” he
said.
The delivery of the fighter
aircraft is expected to begin in
2019 and the IAF hopes to get
the full consignment of 36 jets
by 2022.
Continued on Page 7
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Nirmala leaves for France to assess deal progress
PNS n NEW DELHI
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embattled real estate company
Amrapali after its CMD and
two directors, who are in police
custody, revealed that the documents related to the group’s 46
firms were stored there.
The three directors moved
an application before a Bench
comprising Justices UU Lalit
and DY Chandrachud stating
that they were willing to hand
over all the documents but the
police were unaware about
which one needed to be seized.
The court’s order came a
day after Amrapali CMD Anil
Kumar Sharma and two directors Shiv Priya and Ajay Kumar
were ordered to be taken into
police custody and the firm was
castigated for playing “hide
and seek” with the court by not
complying with its orders to
hand over all the documents to
the forensic auditors.
These directors told the
Bench that documents related
to Amrapali’s 46 group companies were kept in seven locations at Noida and Greater

Noida and two premises —
Rajgir and Buxar districts in
Bihar.
“We direct the concerned
police, Superintendent of Police
of Noida and Greater Noida to
seal all the seven premises in
the presence of these directors,”
the Bench said.
“We
direct
the
Superintendent of Police of
Rajgir and Buxar to immediately go to these (two) places
and seal it,” the Bench said.
It further directed that
after the sealing of these nine
premises, the keys be handed
over to the registrar of the apex
court.
The Bench also made it
clear that only the courtappointed forensic auditors —
Ravi Bhatia and Pawan Kumar
Aggarwal — and persons
authorised by them would
enter these premises after they
were sealed.
The court also asked the
three directors to furnish an
undertaking before it by
Thursday stating that all the
documents were available at
these nine premises only and
not a single document was
lying at any other place.
“If the entire exercise of
sealing of these seven premises at Noida and Greater Noida
will be completed today, the
presence of these three
applicants will not be insisted
upon by the police,” the
Supreme Court said.
Continued on Page 7

Training for aspiring politicians on the anvil 7 killed as New Farakka
PNS n LUCKNOW

ome may think that politics is a dirty profession but the Yogi Adityanath government in
Uttar Pradesh has initiated the process to groom
politicians by announcing to set up a Political
Training Institute at Ghaziabad, where people will
be taught the nitty-gritty of politics.
The Cabinet, which met in Lucknow on
Wednesday, gave its nod for the setting up of the
institute. Set to come up on 60 bigha land at
Ghaziabad, the institute will be constructed at a
cost of `198 crore and become operational in two
years. “This institute will be one of its kind in the
country, where legislators, corporators, youths
and others who want to get political grooming
will be enrolled as student. They will be trained
and upon completion of the course, will be given
a degree,” Urban Development Minister Suresh
Khanna said.
The state government has set up a high-level
committee to finalise the basics of the institute.
“The government has already sanctioned `50
crore for the institute in the supplementary budget,” the minister said.
The institute will be affiliated with international university. “The government is in touch
with some international universities for recognition of the course,” Khanna said.
The minister said that the Urban
Development department would be the nodal
agency to run the institute. “As the institute is
being set up near the national capital, several
heads of nations visiting India, foreign dignitaries
or diplomats will be visiting the institute,”
Khanna said. The minister added that the committee would fix qualification and other issues
before the institute starts functioning. He, however, could not explain the need to have an institute like this. “There are many people who want
to join politics but do not know how to go about
things. This institute will educate them about politics and its nuances,” Khanna said.

S

Customers to have greater Exp derails in Rae Bareli
say under RERA in UP
A
PNS n NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW

PNS n LUCKNOW

n the first day of Navratri, the
Uttar Pradesh government
O
announced major sops for almost all
sections of the society by way of
increasing subsidy on certified seeds
for rabi crops, expanding benefits of
new tourism policy in other sectors
and approving a new rule for agreement between customer and promoter in UP Real Estate Registration and
Development Act commonly known as
RERA.
The government also approved the
proposal to fund religious fair at
Naimisharanya (Neemsar) in Sitapur,
Vindhyavasini temple at Mirzapur
and Pateshwari temple at Balrampur.
Besides, the government sanctioned funds to the tune of over `839
crore for the development of temporary and permanent structures at the
coming Kumbh Mela at Allahabad.
The government also approved a
proposal of Urban Development
department to hold CAG (Comptroller
and Auditor General) audit of all
local bodies for the next two years.
On the occasion of the 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the
government announced 5 per cent
additional rebate on retail Khadi products in the state for the next two
months.

The proposals were approved by
the Cabinet in a meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath in
Lucknow on Wednesday.
State government spokesperson
and Power minister Shrikant Sharma
said that the Cabinet approved modified bylaws of RERA to protect the
interests of buyers.
Earlier, promoters used to force
conditions on buyers but now the customers will have all say in the agreement.
In a major decision, the subsidy on
certified seeds distributed to farmers
for rabi season has been enhanced
from 50 per cent to 60 per cent while
under Beej Gram Scheme, the subsidy
has been hiked to 75 per cent from 50
per cent. Similarly, on seeds of pulses
and oilseeds, the subsidy has been
stretched to 75 per cent from 50 per
cent.
Agriculture Minister Surya Pratap
Shahi said that the government had set
the target to distribute 8.35 lakh quintal seeds during the Rabi season. He
said that 7.58 lakh quintals of seeds of
wheat had been distributed .
In another decision, the government decided to expand the tourism
policy in other sectors like Ramayan,
Krishna,
Sufi,
Mahabharat,
Shaktipeeth, wildlife, shilp and craft
Continued on Page 7

t least seven people were
killed and 35 others —
including 10 women and six
children — sustained serious
injuries as the engine and nine
coaches of Malada-New Delhi
New Farakka Express train
derailed at Harchandpur in
Rae Bareli in Uttar Pradesh on
Wednesday around 6.10am.
Four of the seriously
injured are being treated at
Lucknow’s King George
Medical University and two at
the city’s Sanjay Gandhi
Postgraduate Institute of
Medical Sciences.
An NDRF team, comprising 40 personnel, and senior
officials from the State and the
Railways, rushed to the spot for
rescue. Railway Board
Chairman Ashwani Lohani too
visited the accident site and
said the Railways has initiated
a separate enquiry into the
accident. The causes of the
derailment will be known once
the Anti-Terrorism Squad submits its report.
A special train, which was
arranged for the stranded passengers, left Lucknow for New
Delhi with 1,369 passengers on
board, railway officials said,
adding that they were given
food packets to sustain them
through the journey.

Cranes remove the derailed locomotive of the New Farakka Express in Raebareli on
Wednesday
PTI

Railways Minister Piyush
Goyal announced compensation of `5 lakh for the kin of the
dead, `1 lakh for the injured
and `50,000 for those with
minor injuries. “I offer my
deepest condolences to the
families of the deceased and
those injured in the accident
near Rae Bareli. I am in touch
with officials for relief work,”
Goyal tweeted.
The Minister has ordered
an enquiry to be conducted by
the Commission of Railway
Safety, Northern Circle.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar too expressed grief over
the loss of lives caused by
derailment of the Farakka
Express and announced a com-

pensation of `2 lakh each to the
next of the kin of the deceased
from Bihar, besides `50,000 to
each injured person from the
State. In a statement, Nitish said
as per information received so
far among those killed were
four residents of Munger district and another from
Kishanganj.
UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath too announced `2
lakh compensation each for the
kin of the deceased and `50,000
for the seriously injured.
The New Farakka Express
accident is the second major
rail accident this year, which
has so far registered the best
safety figures in the past five
years, as per the Railways.

Singapore/New Delhi: Saudi
Arabia, the world’s biggest oil
exporter, will supply Indian
buyers with an additional 4
million barrels of crude oil in
November, several sources
familiar with the matter said on
Wednesday.

Jagannath Puri temple out of bounds for gun-toting booted cops

164 SWINE FLU DEATHS IN
RAJ, HIGHEST IN COUNTRY

officials inside Shree Jagannath
Temple in Puri, the Supreme
Court ordered on Wednesday
after the issue was brought to
its notice following the October
3 violence on the temple
premises.
The SC directive came
against the backdrop of the
recent violence inside the temple during a protest against the
introduction of queue system
for devotees at the temple. The
policemen had allegedly
entered the temple with guns
and boots on, a charge refuted
by the Odisha Government.
A lawyer, representing an
organisation which has filed an
application for intervention in

Jaipur: Rajasthan recorded 164
deaths due to swine flu till
September this year, the highest
in the country, according to
official data.

IT RAIDS ON AAP MIN: CM
ASKS PM TO APOLOGISE
New Delhi: Hours after the
Income Tax Department raids on
premises linked to his Minister
Kailash Gahlot, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Wednesday
sought an apology from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
people for “constantly troubling”
the AAP Government.

PNS n NEW DELHI

evotees will not have to
rub shoulders with gunD
wielding and booted police

the matter, alleged in the apex
court that during the violence,
the policemen had violated
the sanctity of the temple by
entering it carrying guns and
wearing shoes.
“Last time, in Golden
Temple, the Army had entered.
We know that,” the counsel
said.
To this, the Bench said,
“Do not compare it with
Golden Temple.”
In June 1984, Indian Army
had carried out operation Blue
Star, ordered by then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, to
remove religious extremist
leader
Jarnail
Singh
Bhindranwale and his armed
followers from the Golden
Temple complex.
The Bench then asked the
counsel appearing for the
Odisha Government, “Tell us,

is it a fact that police has gone
there with guns and all?”.
The Odisha Government’s
counsel termed the allegations

as “absolutely false” and said no
policeman had entered the
temple as the incident had
taken place at the office of

Shree Jagannath temple administration which is situated
around 500 metres from the
main temple.
He told the Bench that the
administration’s office was
attacked and ransacked during
the violence and 47 persons
have been arrested so far. The
lawyer representing the temple
administration also told the
Bench that no policemen had
entered the temple and a mob
had attacked their office and
destroyed several files lying
there.
The Bench asked the counsel appearing for the parties to
file their responses to the plea
filed by the organisation seeking to intervene in the matter.
“You file your reply. Please tell
the police not to enter there
with guns and boots,” the
Bench told the State’s counsel.

During the hearing, the
State Government told the
Bench that situation there was
under control and no violence
had taken place on the temple
premises. “We make it clear
that no policemen should enter
the temple with weapons and
shoes,” the Bench noted in its
order and posted the matter for
hearing on October 31.
Nine policemen were
injured in the violence that had
taken place on October 3 during a 12-hour bandh called by
a socio-cultural organisation
protesting the introduction of
a queue system for devotees
visiting the Jagannath Temple,
police had said.
The dawn-to-dusk shutdown in the seaside town called
by Sri Jagannath Sena had
turned violent as a mob barged
into the shrine, uprooted bar-

ricades erected on Baisi
Pahacha and near Singhadwara
and ransacked the office of
Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA), they
had said.
A temple official had said
that the queue system was
introduced on an experimental basis and a review would be
done as locals and servitors
were opposing it.
On July 5, the top court
had directed Jagannath Temple
management to consider allowing every visitor, irrespective of
faith, to offer prayers to the
deity.
It had said however that
allowing of every visitor, irrespective of faith, will be subject
to regulatory measures regarding dress code and giving an
appropriate declaration.
Continued on Page 7
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RLD ‘selfie’ campaign Mystery shrouds death
of BSP’s former MLA
to expose UP govt
PNS n LUCKNOW

PNS n LUCKNOW

he Rashtriya Lok Dal
will launch a ‘Selfie with
Potholes’ campaign to
expose the Bharatiya Janata
Party state government’s claim
on pothole-free roads.
The Rashtriya Lok Dal
has created a Twitter handle
and party national vice-president Jayant Chaudhary will
announce it at a press conference in Lucknow on Thursday.
Though RLD office-bearers were not ready to say anything about the campaign,
sources in the party said that
top leaders were planning to
launch a strident attack on the
BJP to woo voters.
“The 2019 general election
is coming near. Besides,
Assembly elections are due in
some states by the year-end. In
Rajasthan, the RLD is contesting Assembly election.
Keeping in mind these issues,
a campaign is being started. If
we succeed in galvanising voters, the RLD will have an
edge over other parties even if
a grand alliance is formed
before or after the 2019 parliamentary election,” an officebearer said.
The leader said that the
RLD would urge people to
click selfies showing potholes
on the roads in their localities
and post them to the party’s
Twitter handle so that the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party and
its tall claims could be
exposed.

T

Senior SP leader
Veerpal Yadav
resigns from party
Bareilly (PTI): Senior
Samajwadi Party leader and former Rajya Sabha member
Veerpal Singh Yadav resigned
from the party along with his
supporters on Wednesday, saying
the party has “deviated” from the
principles.
The leader, considered
close to SP patriarch and former
Chief Minister of UP, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, alleged lack of support from the party to him in his
“fight against communal forces”.
“The party has deviated from
the principles for which it was
founded by Mulayam Singh
Yadav and I am resigning from
it,” Yadav told newspersons here.
“We used to oppose communal forces and the wrong policies
of the government and were not
afraid of going to jail for this...
We used to stand solidly, specially with those belonging to the
weaker sections and minorities
but for the past 20 months, the
SP has not been able to oppose
the damaging policies of the
BJP,” he said.
He claimed that none of the
party’s office-bearers contacted
him when he was booked for
allegedly “exposing the reality of
some BJP workers who were targeting a section of society in the
garb of kanwariyas.”
“Recently, BJP workers in the
garb of kanwariyas not only targeted one section of society but
also harassed people at large..
when I exposed the reality of
kanwariyas, a case was lodged
against me and none of the
office-bearers even made a
phone call in my support,” Yadav
said.
“When I will not get any support from the party in my fight
against communal forces what is
the use of me being a part of it?”
he asked.

vko’;drk g S

Demands hike in compensation for
Farakka Express mishap victims’
PNS n LUCKNOW

amount of compensation
announced by the state government for the victims of
New Farakka Express train
mishap at Harchandpur in
Rae Bareli.
Dubey said the government should provide Rs 50
lakh each to the families of the
deceased, Rs 5 lakh each to
those critically injured and Rs
2 lakh each to those injured in
the mishap.
The RLD leader said that
the Railways did not learn
from its past mistakes due to
which several trains had

derailed and several passengers were killed and injured.
“The Central government
has been selling the dream of
running Bullet trains to the
public to get their support.
The Central government has
kept increasing train fares
promising better amenities
and safety plans which never
happened. Today’s mishap not
only exposes this but also
batters the tall claims of the
Railways of increasing passenger facility and safety,” Dubey
said.
The RLD spokesman said
that the possibility of sabotage
could not be ruled out and the
Railways and the state government should get this angle
probed by a premier agency.

“Currently, the RLD vicepresident has his personal
Twitter handle but another
handle has been created for the
party which will be made
public on Thursday,” the RLD
leader said.
RLD state chief Masood
Ahmad said that Jayant
Chaudhary would address
media persons at the party
office in Lucknow on
Thursday.
“We have no idea about
the plan. But we are certainly
going to launch a massive
campaign against the BJP in

the near future,” he said.
RLD spokesman Anil
Dubey said that the Bharatiya
Janata Party promised to bring
about development in the state
and was voted to power by the
public.
“They (BJP leaders) made
tall claims on improving roads
of the state and ensuring allround development. But the
story has been on the contrary.
In the last one year, there has
been no development in the
state while the Centre has
failed to fulfill its promises,”
Dubey pointed out.

ashtriya Lok Dal national
spokesman Anil Dubey
R
demanded increase in the

ystery shrouds the death
of Bahujan Samaj Party’s
M
former MLA Haji Aleem,
whose body was found lying at
his Bulandshahr residence on
Wednesday morning.
A pistol was also recovered
from the spot leading the police
to suspect it to be a case of suicide. The body was sent for
autopsy and a thorough probe
was underway.
The police were also looking into the killing of Rehana,
Aleem’s second wife, who was
allegedly murdered by two of
her stepsons in New Delhi three
years back.
Haji Aleem, who had several criminal cases registered
against him, was found dead a

day after the death anniversary
of his second wife, who was
murdered in New Delhi three
years back.
Sources said that the family members, who prayed on
Rehana’s death anniversary on
Tuesday, were shocked to find
the body of Haji Aleem lying in
a pool of blood in his room in
Uppercoat area of Bulandshahr
on Wednesday morning. The
deceased had bullet injuries and
a pistol was found lying nearby.
The family suspects it to be a case
of murder but the police are of
the view that it is a case of suicide. Forensic experts were called
to collect scientific evidence
from the scene of crime that
could lead to the sequence of
events before the killing.
The police also suspects

Lucknow (PNS): In yet another excess by a
ruling party leader, Bharatiya Janata Party legislator from Tendwari constituency in Banda,
Brijesh Prajapati and his aides brutally assaulted
a mining officer and held him hostage through
Tuesday night. The officer was subjected to torture for refusing to extort money from those
engaged in mining and give `25 lakh per month
to the legislator as his ‘share’.
The victim later approached District
Magistrate Heeralal and narrated his trauma after
which Superintendent of Police of Banda, S
Anand, was called and a case was registered
against Prajapati, his crony Neeraj Patel and half

ven as Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath directed offiE
cials on Tuesday to provide all
help to devotees going for darshan during Navratri, Senior
Superintendent of Police of
Agra, Amit Pathak, seized a
tractor and its trolley for being
overloaded with devotees.
The SSP forcibly deboarded 94 devotees from the trolley
and later directed his sub-ordinates to seize the vehicle for
overloading. The irked devotees pointed out that when the
police could keep their eyes
shut and allow commercial
vehicles, including tempo,
trucks etc., to ply through with-

out hassle after palm greasing,
why were they being targeted.
As per reports, the SSP of
Agra was taking a round of the
district on his bicycle on
Wednesday morning when he
saw several persons, all women,
sitting on a tractor-trolley passing through Dayalbagh area.
Pathak alerted his force and
got the tractor-trolley stopped.
He later called Dayalbagh police
outpost in-charge and asked
the passengers to deboard. He
was exasperated on finding 94
women sitting on the trolley.
When the passengers told the
SSP that they were going for darshan, the district police chief
refused to budge and got the
tractor-trolley seized.

a dozen unidentified miscreants, with Kotwali
police. When contacted, the SP confirmed that
a case was registered and investigation was on.
As per the FIR, district mining officer
Shailendra Singh of Banda was called to the
Circuit House by the BJP MLA and he and his
aides held him hostage and assaulted him
through Tuesday night for refusing to collect
money from miners and hand him over `25 lakh
per month. Prajapati denied the allegation, saying he had called the officer to complain about
illegal mining. The MLS said when he asked Singh
not to take action against those carrying sand on
their bicycles, he conspired to defame him.

Sonia, Rahul inaugurate cancer,
heart disease machine at KNMH
PNS n ALLAHABAD

Lakhimpur Kheri: Forest
officials on Wednesday
claimed to have busted a gang
of bird poachers with the
arrest of three people at
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve buffer
zone with over 3,000 caged
parakeets.
Acting on a tip-off that
some bird poachers were
attempting to smuggle parrots
in large numbers after catching them from the reserved
forest area, a team led by subdivisional officer (SDO)
Dinesh Badola and Bijendra
Singh rushed to nab the culprits, officials said.
An SUV was intercepted
near
Mohrena block in
Mailani range and the three
people were nabbed, an official said.
“Three thousand parakeets were recovered from
the SUV. Those arrested were
identified as Sunny, Rakesh
and Bilsan,” field director of
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve
Ramesh Pandey said.
The accused have confessed that they caught the
birds from reserved forest
areas to sell them in markets,”
an official said.
A case under relevant sections of the Wildlife Protection
Act has been lodged, while
interrogation to identify others involved in this illicit trade
was on, he said.
PTI

ormer national president of
Congress, Sonia Gandhi,
F
and party chief Rahul Gandhi,

Former Congress president Sonia Gandhi inspecting the lawn at Anand Bhawan
in Allahabad on Wednesday

Airport around 5:30 pm and
proceeded directly to the Kamla
Nehru Memorial Hospital for
the inaugural ceremony.
Heavy traffic was witnessed
outside the Swaraj Bhawan five
minutes prior to the arrival of
both the leaders. Tight security arrangements were made

PNS n LUCKNOW

BJP MLA, aides booked for
thrashing mining officer

3 held with
over 3,000
parakeets

inaugurated the cancer and
heart-disease related machine
at the Kamla Nehru Memorial
Hospital (KNMH) here on
Wednesday.
Sonia landed at the
Bamrauli Airport at 9:40 am
and then proceeded to the
Swaraj Bhawan by road at 11
am.
Earlier, Sonia Gandhi was
accorded a rousing reception
by the Congressmen outside
the airport. A large number of
Congressmen also walked
behind the fleet of the former
Congress president but they
were stopped by the police
when it entered the Swaraj
Bhawan, the ancestral residence of the Gandhi family.
However, her visit was kept
kept a closely-guarded secret
from mediapersons and she did
not interact with them.
After spending some time
at the ancestral residence, she
went to Anand Bhawan from
there around 12 noon.
She then inspected the lawn
of Anand Bhawan and
thereafter attended an official
meeting.
It may be pointed out here
that Congress president, Rahul
Gandhi, reached the Bamrauli

some foul play as three years
back, Aleem’s second wife
Rehana (40) was found dead at
her New Jafrabad residence in
Delhi on October 9, 2015.
Aleem had gone for Haj pilgrimage at that time. The New
Delhi police later claimed that
Rehana was murdered by
Aleem’s sons from his first wife
— Danish and Anas. The cops
said that duo were helped by
their driver Nadeem, who was
arrested from Ghaziabad three
days after the killing.
The Delhi police also said
that Rehana was murdered
over a intra-family property
dispute. Rehana’s autopsy
showed 11 stab and two gunshot wounds. Rehana married
Aleem in 1990 but the couple
did not have any issue.

Tractor-trolley overloaded
with devotees seized

both at Swaraj Bhawan and
Anand Bhawan.
The Special Protection
Group (SPG) personnel and
the local police were deployed
prior to the arrival of Sonia
Gandhi. Not a single local
Congress leader was allowed to
enter the Swaraj Bhawan.

U.P. RAJYA VIDYUT
UTPADAN NIGAM
LTD. - Anpara
Thermal
Power
Project, Anpara.
E-Tender Notice 1.Tender No.
07/ECMD-2X500MW/ATPS/
2018-19, Office: Superintending
Engineer, O&MCC-VI, ATPS,
Anpara. Work : Annual maintenance work for drinking water
supply network in permanent
colony and supply of raw water
in Anpara Thermal Power station, Anpara. Earnest Money :
Rs. 30,000.00 (Rs. Thirty
Thousand Only) (Refundable),
Tender Cost : 1000.00 + 18%
(Non Refundable) Earnest
money deposite & tender cost to
be deposited through NEFT/
RTGS or direct in the account of
DY.C.A.O., CFA&BO, ATPS,
Anpara. E-bid submission end
date 14.11.2018, date of opening of e-bid Part-I : 16.11.2018,
Part-II : Shall be intimated later.
Period : One Year, For participations and detailed information log in to website
h t t p : / / e t e n d e r. u p . n i c . i n .
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (W)
For Chief Engineer, Anpara
Thermal Power Project,
Anpara, Sonebhadra (U.P.),
No. - 248, Date - 10.10.2018
SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTREST OF NATION

CPI-M flays attacks on
north Indian workers
Lucknow (PNS): State secretary of Communist Party of
India (Marxists) Heera Lal Yadav condemned the recent attacks
on migrant workers from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar in Gujarat.
Yadav said that the workers from north India were forced to
flee Gujarat as in fear of their lives but the Gujarat government
was not taking adequate preventive measures.
“The north Indian workers are so scared and desperate that
they are cramming in hoardes even in 20-seater buses to flee
the state,” he pointed out.
Yadav also lambasted Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s claim
that the media was exaggerating the attacks and the situation
was normal in Gujarat. He said the Chief Minister and the Prime
Minister should intervene in the matter and ensure normalcy
in Gujarat.

Fever claims three lives in Shamli

Muzaffarnagar (PTI): Three people have died while many
are undergoing treatment for an “unknown fever” in Shamli
district, officials said Wednesday. They said a medical team went
to affected Usmanpur village and took samples of 45 people
and gave medicines to 66 patients. Kanti Prashad, superintendent of government health centre here, identified the as
Rajbhavan (32), Babita (19) and Ankit (26). More than 65 people were undergoing treatment, he said.
Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Lucknow only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group’s will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

Printed and Published by Vijay Prakash Singh for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., 4th Floor, Sahara Shopping Centre, Faizabad Road, Lucknow-226016 and Printed at Tin Tin Printech Pvt Ltd., C-33 Amausi Industrial Area, Nadarganj, Lucknow. Editor: Chandan Mitra. Resident
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THAKURGANJ DOUBLE MURDER CASE

Accused killed, another surrenders
PNS n LUCKNOW

rime accused in Thakurganj
double murder case
P
Shubham Singh died after he
suffered gunshot under mysterious circumstances at a house
in posh locality of Gomti Nagar
on Wednesday night.
Shubham, along with his
aide Chinna, was hiding in the
house owned by a policeman in
Viram Khand 5 of Gomti
Nagar. Both were absconding
after their names surfaced in
the murder of Imran Ghazi

and his brother Arman Ghazi
in Thakurganj a couple of days
back. Fifteen police teams had
been pressed in the job to nab
them and the Lucknow police
had announced a cash prize of
Rs 15,000 on each of them.
SSP Kalanidhi Naithani
said the police were keeping a
surveillance on the activities of
the accused. He said the police
were informed by an informer
and a team surrounded the
house in the area thereafter.
The SSP said both Chinna
and Shubham spotted the

police team and later went
inside the room where
Shubham shot himself with a
country-made pistol while
Chinna surrendered before the
police. He said a team of doctors were summoned at the
place and Shubham was
declared 'dead'.
The residents, however,
gave another account of the
'encounter' and discredited the
police claim. They said they
saw police activities in the area
and near the house located
bang opposite a temple. They

said some youths used to stay
in the house on rent. They said
a team went inside the house
and later heard cops saying that
one of the youths had suffered
gunshot.
The sleepy area turned
into a fortress with a huge
number of policemen and
senior police officials, including IG, Lucknow Range, Sujit
Pandey were present at the
spot. Sources said Subham was
close to some policemen who
feared their exposure if
Shubham was arrested alive.

SIT investigation floundering
PNS n LUCKNOW

s Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probe into
A
Apple executive Vivek Tiwari
cold-blooded murder is yet to
be concluded, speculations are
rife that the case may be
shelved like other sensational
murder cases.
The SIT was set up on
September 30, a day after the
Apple executive was done to
death in his SUV when he was
going to drop his ex-colleague
to her home in Vinay Khand,
Gomti Nagar.
The team is being headed
by IG, Lucknow Range, Sujit
Pandey while ASP, Crime,
Dinesh Singh and ASP, Rural,
Gaurav Grover are the members. Mahanagar SHO Vikas

Pandey is also in the team and
he is investigating the murder
case too.
A day after it was set up,
the SIT reconstructed the crime
scene and collected details of
the entire exercise. Since then,
the SIT conducted several exercises including getting the technical examination of the bike of
the constables and the victim’s
SUV done.
“Even though the technical
report is complete and has
been sent to the Mahanagar
SHO, the police and the SIT are
yet to reach to a conclusion,”
sources said. They added the
delay in concluding the probe
was fuelling the apprehension
that the case would be shelved
like other cases. They said the
technical examination of the

bike of constables and the SUV
of Vivek had been completed.
Mahanagar SHO confirmed that he had got the
report from technical experts
(of Motor Transport department of UP police) done on the
Vivek’s SUV. “I am not in a
position to disclose the findings
of the report as only IG,
Lucknow Range, is entitled to
speak to the media,” the SHO
said while explaining his position.
IG, Lucknow Range, Sujit
Pandey could not be contacted for his comment on the
issue. His PRO said that Pandey
was busy in a meeting and he
could not talk to the media
right now.
Meanwhile, the medical
report of accused constables

Prashant Chaudhary and
Sandeep Kumar will be examined by forensic experts. The
aim is to logically conclude the
exact sequence of events which
took place on the fateful night
and later claimed Vivek’s life.
The sources said that the medical report of the accused cops
would undergo a Forensic
Epidemiological Analysis
(FEA) (studying the cause
regarding the onset of injury
patterns on the body). “In the
FEA, the injury marks on the
body and also its pattern is
examined,” said the sources.
It was found in the medical
examination on Prashant
Chaudhary that he had minor
contusions on the knee and
body pain while Sandeep
Kumar also had minor injuries.

SSP forms
Utter chaos
team to check PNS n LUCKNOW
street crime
elatives of passengers of the
ill-fated Malda Town-New
R
Delhi Express train had to toil
PNS n LUCKNOW
o stop street crime, smuggle of liquor and the sale of
psychotropic substances and
gambling in the state capital, the
SSP, Lucknow, formed a team
and issued a helpline number
(7839861314) on Wednesday.
Giving details, SSP
Kalanidhi Naithani said Aliganj
CO Deepak Singh had been
appointed as the nodal officer
of the cell named as Anticrime Helpline. “Circle Officer,
Local Intelligence Unit,
Radheyshayam Rai had been
assigned the task to collect
information while women officers Sharda Chaudhary and
Ranjana Sachan had been
assigned the task to deal with
women culprits. Cyber cell
incharge Vijay Sirohi and other
police officers have been included in the team to work out the
cases,” he disclosed.
Naithani said he would be
monitoring the functioning of
the cell and officials concerned
had been asked to wipe out the
crime by October 30. “The
beat incharges and police station officers concerned also
had been asked to carry out
drive with dedication. If any
crime incident was reported
after October 30, officials concerned will be removed from
their postings,” he said. The SSP
appealed to the public to inform
on the helpline number (which
had a WhatsApp facility also) to
make the drive succesful.

T

hard to get information about
their family members on
Wednesday afternoon due to
mismanagement at Charbagh
railway station. They had come
to know about their relatives
who were travelling by the
train that derailed at the outer
signal of Harchandpur railway
station on Wednesday morning.
After the news channels
flashed the news, the relatives
of passengers started contacting the railway station officials
of Harchandpur and Rae Bareli.
To their utter dismay, they did
not get any satisfactory reply to
their queries. Later, the railways
issued helpline numbers for
Malda, Bhagalpur, Sahibganj,
Jamalpur, New Farakka,
Moradabad, Bareilly, Varanasi,
Rae Barely and Lucknow.
As the helpline numbers
were flashed on the news channels and different social media
sites, the queries started pouring in to officials manning the
helpline counters.
As the employees manning these counter had little
information related to the incident, number of casualties,
names of the injured and
deceased and the coaches numbers, the callers were a disappointed lot.
There was utter chaos at
Charbagh railway station. “The
railway staff at the Charbagh
railway station were blank.
Senior officials went incogni-

prevailed at Charbagh
Accident victims in
KGMU, SGPGI
PNS n LUCKNOW

Harchandpur station on Rae
Bareli-Lucknow section on
Wednesday morning were
admitted to KGMU and one at
SGPGI.
A senior doctor of the
Trauma Centre at KGMU said
that one among the six patient
was extremely critical.
Giving details of the
patients, he said: “Twentyyear-old Rinku was critical
and he was on ventilator. Raju
(36) from Bojpur Aara in
Bihar has a pelvis, femur and
elbow fracture, and Pintu (30
years) from Bhabua in Bihar
was suffering from a fracture
of the Tibia. All these three
patients are suffering from
multiple fractures.”

The three other patients
who were admitted to Trauma
Centre were 25-year-old
Anita, 5-year-old Ram
Vilas and 25-year-old Rasik
Lal.
KGMU spokesperson
Santosh Kumar said that they
were being treated on priority basis. “The patients are
being given treatment free of
cost and we have all the facilities regarding the provision of
food,” he added.
SGPGI chief medical
superintendent
Amit
Aggarwal said that one patient
had been admitted to the
Trauma Centre with multiple
injuries.
“Sugandh, aged around
11, has multiple fractures,
head injury and liver trauma.
He is on ventilator and undergoing treatment by a team of
doctors,” he added.

to while the CUG numbers of
railway staff of Rae Bareli and
Harchandpur railway station
were not reachable. It was a
tense time for us,” several of
them, who had reached the station, told newsmen.
On the other hand, there
was mismanagement galore at
the refund travel ticket
counter at the Charbagh railway station.
The railways opened a
counter to facilitate the refund

of tickets by passengers who
postponed their journey following the derailment of the
train. Soon after it became
operational, a huge number of
passengers swarmed the ticket
counter and some of them
indulged in heated exchanges
to get their work done first.
Following this, the railways
had to deploy cops of Railway
Protection Force and
Government Railway Police at
the counter to control the mob.

ix accident victims of the
derailment of the New
SFarakka
Express near

Bag containing revolver,
cash stolen from car
PNS n LUCKNOW

fter tricking the son and driver of
a businessman, two unidentified
A
miscreants stole a bag containing Rs
9.60 lakh, a licensed revolver and other
documents from a car parked outside
Sunni Inter College in Bazaarkhala on
Wednesday morning. Later, the empty
bag, revolver and its licence were
recovered from Madiaon.
As per reports, Ahmad Shafi
Siddiqui of Deen Dayal Nagar of
Khadra in Hasanganj had gone to meet
the principal of Sunni Inter College
close to the Bazaarkhala police station.
Around 11 am, he reached the gate of
the school and went inside the college
leaving his son Najib and driver Taufiq
sitting inside the car.
After having met the principal,
Siddiqui later left for other destination.
When he reached Haiderganj, he
found that the bag was missing and

asked Najib and Taufiq about the
same.
“The duo told me that two men
came to the car after I went inside the
school. The miscreants told my son
that smoke was emanating from the
engine. At this revelation, both my
son and driver came out of the car to
check the same but found nothing
suspicious. They thought that the
youths must be playing some
prank and so they ignored it. Later,
they told me the same when I
found the bag missing,” Siddiqui told
police.
The police spokesman said a case
of fraud and theft was registered
against the miscreants.
“We are scanning the CCTV
footages in the area to track down the
miscreants,” he added.
He added that Siddiqui was running a factory manufacturing hard
board in Kakori.

Devotees
throng Durga
temples
PNS n LUCKNOW

he auspicious Navratras
began on Wednesday. The
T
first day witnessed large crowds

Aishbagh Ramleela kicked off
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
LUCKNOW

Meditation session marks Mental Health Day
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

n the occasion of World
Mental Health Day a
O
meditation session and a work-

he Aishbagh Ramleela
kicked off with the Ganesh
T
pujan on Wednesday. Sri
Ramleela Samiti secretary
Pandit Aditya Dwivedi said
that the theme of the Ramleela
was “Dashavtaar”.
He said that a majority of
scenes of Ramleela would be
hitech with better use of technology as compared to previous years. Dwivedi pointed
out that they were using laser
technology, LED for creating
various scenes of Ramleela.
“The scenes such as “Ahilya
Uddhar, crossing of the Lanka,
Hanuman’s journey in the sky,
Sita haran, Kumbkaran taking
a gigantic shape, sudden
appearance of the rakshas are

all scenes which the audience
will be able to enjoy with the
clever use of technology,” he
said.
“The Dashavtaars can be
seen on the stage and each day

Pioneer

Devotees offering prayers at Kali Mandir in Chowk on the first day of Navratri on Wednesday

we will highlight one avatar of
Lord Vishnu so that the
younger generation who does
not know about the avtaars can
learn something more,” he
added.

shop for global peace and harmony were organised in the
city.
Yoga expert Swamil
Sharma said that the main purpose of the workshop was to
invoke inner peace and bliss to
ensure that living in an everchanging world becomes easier for the people and they can
identify ways to manage and
cope up with depression, stress
and anxiety, both internal and
external.
The session focused on
identifying the mental health
as a public health issue, a
coping up mechanism for ups
and downs in life through
various activities and an

experiential and internal meditation (dhyana) session
seeking global peace and harmony. The workshop started
withan ‘Introduction to World
Mental Health Day’ and this
year’s theme- Mental wellbeing of
Young and
Adolescents followed by experiential and self-explorative
activities. Meditation for global peace and harmony was
conducted by Dhyana Guru,
Saumil Sharma, followed by a
round of questions and
answers, distribution of photographs and the vote of
thanks proposed by Shweta
Tripathi.
“Mental health is a critical
public health issue and contributes to rise in the non-communicable diseases (NCDs).
According to the State Mental
Health Survey Report-2017,

Helmet checking
drive conducted
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

n intensive campaign for checking of
helmets and seat belts was carried out by
A
the RTO and his team in the city on
Wednesday.
ARTO Sanjay Gupta said that a total number of 811 challans were issued including 606
challans for helmets and 205 for the not putting
the seat belts.
Gupta said that the campaign was carried
at all busy crossings of the city including
Hazratganj crossing, Sikanderbagh, 1090 crossing, Polytechnic, Parivartan Chowk,
Engineering College crossing and Bangla
Bazar. He said that no laxity was shown and
even those who were just carrying the helmets
were fined.
“We were strict in our drive. This is the
road safety week under which the campaign
was carried out. The students of various
branches of the Lucknow Public School and the
City Montessori Schools took a pledge for road
safety. The children took a pledge that they
would not drive vehicles until they were 18
years of age, would not speed up their vehicles,
would not drive under the influence of alcohol and would follow the rules while driving,”
he said.

Policemen conducting helmet and seat belt checking drive in the state capital on Wednesday

Pioneer

over 8.7 per cent of the population of Uttar Pradesh is suffering from at least one mental illness based on the total
samples, which is higher than
the national average of 7.5 pc
as per WHO i.e. one out of
every 10 persons in the survey
of Uttar Pradesh suffer from
one form of mental illness or
the other. Therefore, it is a
major public health concern,”
he said.
According to WHO, half of
all mental illnesses begin as
early as 14 years of age but most
cases go unidentified and
untreated.
“Depression is the third
leading cause of burden of
disease among adolescents and
suicide is the second leading
cause of death among those
in the 15-29 age group,” he
added.

of devotees at Durga temples in
the city.
People observed fast on the
day. On nine days of Navratras,
people abstain from having
non-vegetarian food and most
of the eateries
serving non-veg food close down.
On the occasion of
Navratras, mayor Sanyukta
Bhatia had a “phalhar” with
corporators from all political
parties at the Kanha Upvan.
Navratras also bring back the
buzz in the markets after the
dull season witnessed in pitrapaksh.
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Workshop on exam reforms ends
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

ntegral’s three-day-long
workshop on examination
Ireforms
in higher education
concluded with discussions on
U.P. POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LIMITED TIME
EXTENSION NOTICE Due to some
unavoidable circumstances opening
date of E-Tender No. 30/20182019/ETC/VNS is extended upto
15-10-2018. Other terms & conditions shall remain unaltered. SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER ELECTRICITY TRANSMISSION CIRCLE
UPPTCL, D.L.W., BHIKHARIPUR,
VARANASI No. 796 Date 9.10.2018
Save electricity in the interest of
Nation.

the holistic approach in examinations and learning which
included open book tests and
a paperless examination.
Integral University, along
with the Association of Indian
Universities (AIU), New Delhi,
and participants from about 70
universities all over India
organised a workshop for
making substantial changes
in examination to improve
the academic standards.
The
three-day-long
national workshop was held
from October 8 to 10 steered
by the Human Resource
Development Centre, Integral
University. “It was an ecstatic
experience at this meet and the
way Integral University,
Lucknow, conducted the workshop and provided the necessary infrastructure on such a
large scale which is a landmark
in AIU’s history,” said Dr
Amarendra Pani, deputy director, AIU, who was the guest of
honour at this function.
Various technical sessions
were held during the national
workshop to explore and
gauge the contemporary
assessment techniques and

suggest reforms to the existing
examination system. Prof
Basheer A Khan, former V-C
and the chief guest at the
valedictory session, appreciated the fact that the ancient
Indian education system had
no examination in gurukuls
and madarsas but had a concrete concept of ‘listening and
consuming’. “The education
system should be transparent
and efficient. We can work on
a no-exam system. Instead a
scholar can be assessed with
continuous evaluation modes
by efficient teachers themselves in which the holistic
approach is highlighted and
the objective of learning is
established,” he added.
Prof Rajeev Pandey, a data
scientist from Lucknow
University, elaborated on the
right techniques of examination achieving aptitudes, interests, personality traits and
skill factors. “Open Book
Examinations are interesting,
engaging and self-boosting
which discourage rote learning
and are more superficial application of knowledge,” he said.
“Adding a three-layer impreg-

nable security to their examination system routing the
chances of question paper
leakage of any sort,” added a
delegate from Pune University.
Dr Syed Nadeem Akhtar,
director, Planning and
Research, Integral, held the
session on ‘the Choice-based
Evaluation System and Credit
Transfer, a systematic way of
describing an educational programme by attaching credits to
its components of a study
programme such as modules,
courses, placements, dissertation work etc and reflecting the
quantity of work enabling
potential employers assess the
performance of students on a
scientific scale. “UGC has
made CBCS mandatory for all
universities in 2016 but still it
is not being implemented in its
true spirit by the Indian universities and we can all aim to
strive to make it possible,” he
said. Dr Syed Aqeel Ahmad,
director, HRDC, Integral, pronounced the workshop as a
breeding ground of optimism
and reforms which would
surely make the Indian education system better.

Missing man found
hanging from tree

CITYBRIEFS
ICCMRT lauded
for getting almost PHD AWARDED
100 pc placements

PNS n LUCKNOW

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

missing 45-year-old man was
found hanging from a tree outside
A
his house in Kakori on Wednesday
morning. Police claimed that the man
committed suicide though they apparently failed to explain the reason.
As per reports, the man identified
as Teekaram Maurya of Asif Nagar
locality left his house for some work on
Tuesday night and did not return.
Around 7 am on Thursday, his son
Rakesh got a call from some neighbours that Teekaram was hanging
from tree near his house. “I went to the
place and found people standing
around the tree and my father hanging
from a branch of the tree with a rope
tied around his neck,” Rakesh said.
He said he was nonplussed as to
what made his father end his life.
The police spokesman ruled out
the possibility of any foul play in the

incident saying Teekaram had no
enmity with any person.
“It seemed to be a case of suicide.
The autopsy report will ascertain the
cause of death,” he said. He added no
suicide note was recovered from the
victim’s possession.
In another incident in Bakshi Ka
Talab, 24-year-old Durgesh Tiwari
ended his life at his house in the area.
Reports said Durgesh was at his home
and was sleeping in a room. Around 2
pm on Thursday, his father Ramesh
Shanker went to the bathroom and
when passed near the kitchen, he
found it lying open. Ramesh Shanker
went to the kitchen to close the doors
but was shocked to see Durgesh hanging from the ceiling with a saree tied
around his neck. He called his family
members and neighbours. Later, the
news reached the police. No suicide
note was recovered and the police sent
the body for autopsy.

Health dept taking steps to tackle
dengue, chikungunya: CMO
ALLAHABAD (PNS): The Chief Medical Officer said that the Health department was taking prophylactic measures to tackle dengue and chikungunya. The
Central as well the State Governments had issued necessary guidelines to the
laboratories for checking the diseases through the Elisa test.
Kits had been issued to the technicians for carrying them out. The patients
here could avail themselves of this facility at the Microbiology Department of
the Motilal Nehru Medical College. Treatment for dengue and chikungunya was
available at all the community and primary health centres of the district.
Apart from this precautionary measures were also being taken to prevent
the spread of dengue and chikungunya by spraying anti-larval pesticides. Teams
had been constituted to spray them to kill the mosquitoes which spread these
dreaded diseases. Besides, fogging was also going on at various places in the urban
and rural areas of the district, he said. All blood banks had been directed to keep
sufficient stock of platelets, the CMO said.

Pioneer

Deputy CM Dinesh Sharma lighting the lamp to inaugurate a seminar at National PG College on Wednesday

during the process. For him graduation to writing books was a natural progression, though initially he only saw it as an amateurish endeavour. A keen audience could not contain its
curiosity and the oxymoronic title of the book
elicited much attention.
The writer shared with everyone that the
hallmark of good writing was good reading and
a disciplined routine. His upcoming projects
include an untitled book on the Uttar Pradesh
mafia.

ukut Bihari Verma, Minister for
Cooperatives, inaugurated the proM
gramme ‘Aaghaz’ at the Institute of
Cooperative and Corporate Management,
Research and Training (ICCMRT).
The minister appreciated the efforts
made by the Institute for the overall development of the personality of the students by way
of organising a freshers’ programme,
‘Aaghaaz’’, an inter-institutional academic/cultural annual fest ‘Parvaaz’ and a farewell programme ‘Lamhe’ besides providing them the
professional knowledge of management subjects. He said that the students of ICCMRT
were getting almost 100 pc placements in
reputed organisations.
He felicitated trainees of the third batch
(May 28 to July 26) of AC&ABC programme
with certificates. He expressed the hope that
the young trainees of this programme would
not only become independent entrepreneurs
but would also be able to generate employment opportunities for the rural youths.
Dr Prabhat Kumar inspired MBA students
to become pioneers for the development of the
state as well as the country.
Andra Vamsi, additional commissioner
and additional registrar, Banking
Cooperation, congratulated students for
organising the ‘Aaghaaz’ programme and
reminded them not to forget the vital contributions and sacrifices of their predecessors in
bringing this country to this level of development. He laid emphasis on maintaining
good behaviour, discipline, health and hard
work which would ensure their progress in life.
The institute had organised a debate on
‘Relevance of Gandhiji’s philosophy’ on
October 2 in which Ratika Verma of MBA
(First Year) secured the first position. Seema
Singh and Sneha Gupta of MBA first year
stood second and third respectively.

Abida Rizvi, who has completed PhD from
Lucknow University, was awarded the degree in
Economic by Governor Ram Naik at the
Lucknow University convocation.

YOGA FESTIVAL

The second edition of Yogutsav was organised at Seth MR Jaipuria School. Nineteen reputed schools of UP participated in the yoga fes-

AKTU CONVOCATION

The 16th convocation of the AKTU (Abdul
Kalam Technical University) will be held on
October 12. University media spokesperson
Asheesh Mishra said that the Convocation would
be held on the university premises and a total
number of 62000 degrees would be awarded to
students. Mishra added Governor Ram Naik
would preside over the function and 67 medals
would be given to achievers including one
Chancellor’s medal. He said that Dr RA
Mashelkar will be conferred with the DLitt
degree on the occasion. “He will be present as
the chief guest and will award PhD degrees to
59 researchers and also deliver the convocation
address. The special guest on the occasion will
be Minister Technical Education Ashutosh
Tandon,” he disclosed.

INTERFACE

The department of English, Avadh Girls’ PG
College, hosted an interface with Pravin
Kumar, author of the bestseller “Yogi
Adityanath: The rise of saffron socialist.” The
book which chronicles the life of Yogi
Adityanath, incumbent Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh, is as multi-layered and complex as the
state itself. In conversation with Dr Seema Singh
Katiyar, Kumar shared with the audience his
writing process, the inspiration behind the subject and the various difficulties he encountered

tival. Besides solo yogasanas, the festival
incorporated events like quiz, a group discussion on the topic “Yoga - a way of life” and the
scintillating rhythmic performance of asanas to
lilting music. The events were judged by Dr Tanu
Tandon, Dr Alka Agarwal, Dr Awadesh Sharma,
Seema Singh and Krishna Priya Shukla who are
noted educators, naturopaths and yoga experts.
Principal Promini Chopra reiterated the need
to encourage yoga in schools for harmonising
the physical, emotional, mental and spiritual
aspects of human being. The overall winner of
the competition was Seth MR Jaipuria School.

INAUGURATED

Additional chief secretary (UP) MK Gupta
inaugurated the Punjab National Bank’s branch
at Transport Nagar. Now, PNB has 80 branches and 162 ATMs in Lucknow circle.

Boys’ High School & College Namami Gange activists
launch cleanliness drive
bags Champions Trophy
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n VARANASI

PNS n ALLAHABAD
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fuEufyf[kr dk;ksaZ gsrq i`Fkd&i`Fkd
bZ&fufonk;sa nks Hkkxksa esa bZ&Vs.Mfjax iksVZy
http://etender.up.nic.in ds ek/;e ls vku
ykbZu fufonk,a vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSaA
1- 132 ds0oh0 midsUnz gluxat] mUuko
ij flD;ksfjVh okWy] flD;ksfjVh gV]
flD;ksfjVh xsV] ,oa igaqp ekxZ dk fuekZ.k
dk;ZA dk;Z vof/k 04 ekg] /kjksgj /kujkf'k
:0 1]18]000-00 ¼:0 ,d yk[k vLlh
gtkj ek=½ fufonk izi= dk ewY; :0
7080-00 ¼th0,l0Vh0 lfgr½A 2- 132
ds0oh0 midsUnz gluxat] mUuko ij
vkoklksa dk fuekZ.k dk;ZA dk;Z vof/k 06
ekg] /kjksgj /kujkf'k :0 1]10]000-00 ¼:0
,d yk[k nl gtkj ek=½ fufonk izi= dk
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3- v/kh{k.k vfHk;Urk] fo|qr lapkj ,oa
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01 ekg] /kjksgj /kujkf'k :0 3]000-00 ¼:0
rhu gtkj ek=½ fufonk izi= dk ewY; :0
590-00 ¼th0,l0Vh0 lfgr½A 4- 220 ds0oh0
midsUnz lhrkiqj ij 160 ,e0oh0,0 ifjorZd
dh LFkkiuk ,oa ^cs* dk dk;ZA dk;Z vof/k
04 ekg] /kjksgj /kujkf'k :0 1]80]000-00
¼:0 ,d yk[k vLlh gtkj ek=½ fufonk
izi= dk ewY; :0 7080-00 ¼th0,l0Vh0
lfgr½A mDr fufonk dh Technical Bid ,oa
vU; 'krsZa rFkk ek=k chtd bR;kfn dk
foLr`r fooj.k http://upptcl.org ns[kk tk
ldrk gS ,oa http://etender.up.nic.in lkbV
ij izkIr fd;k tk ldrk gSA fufonk fnukad
12-11-2018 dks 12-00 cts rd lkbV ij
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he Boys’ High School and
College bagged the
Champions Trophy at the twoday Annual Fest Spectra-2018
organised by the YMCA
Centenary School and College
on Tuesday and Wednesday.
The first day programme commenced with the wreath-laying ceremony to pay tributes
to the founders of the school,
BT Masih and Anurag Masih
by the principal, Reema
Masih.
The occasion was graced
by the chief guest, Rev Fr
Vincent Pereira, Principal, St
Joseph’s School, Shankargarh,
and the guest of honour, Dr
Grace Zamen, Head of the
Department, Bachelor of
Education, Ewing Christian
College. The programme was
also attended by the president
of YMCA, Allahabad, Rev
RAK Joseph, the vice-president- A Joseph, the Associate
Director and Manager, Dr
Sarla Masih, Dr Ranjana and
Dr Kamal Kumar and other
distinguished guests and dignitaries.
An Inter-House Choral
Recitation Competition was
held for students ranging from
classes KG to VIII commemorating the first day of Spectra.
The students recited a number
of poems on the occasion.
They were judged by two distinguished judges, Dr
Shivanjali Kumar Chaturvedi,
MD, and Arpita Kumar,
Assistant Professor, Ewing

he activists of Namami
Gange launched a massive
T
cleanliness drive at different

T

Christian College. The theme
for Spectra 2018 – ‘Celebrating
Nature’ was beautifully depicted by the students through
their selection of poems which
were highly appreciated by the
judges.
On Wednesday Spectra2018 began with a throwback
to the 80’s pop music scene.
Two innovative competitions
viz group singing and choreograph dance were organised
by the school. Various schools
which were invited to participate in this Inter-School
Competition sang, jived and
danced to the themes of 80’s
pop music in the group
singing categor y and
‘Celebrating Nature’ as the
theme for the dance competition.
The visiting schools,
Ramanujan Group of
Institutions, Ewing Christian
Public School, Bethany
Convent School, Boys’ High

School and College, Jagat
Taran Golden Jubilee School,
and YMCA Centenary School
& College rendered the audience speechless with their
scintillating performances and
voices which were appreciated by one and all. The occasion was graced by the chief
guest, Dr Ranjana Bajpai,
Professor, Ancient History,
Allahabad Central University,
and former president, Central
Women’s Commission, who
lauded the hard work of the
students.
Encouraging all the students she stated that cultural
activities provides opportunities to them to show their gratitude towards their teachers
and the founders and help in
building the nation. The principal, R Masih, specially appreciated Dr Bajpai for her gracious presence and agreeing to
stay throughout the entire
programme. She also thanked

the schools which participated in Spectra-2018 and added
colour to it. The students and
staff of YMCA were also specially thanked for making this
two-day-long programme a
grand success.
The singing and dance
competitions were judged by
leading professionals of
Allahabad in their respective
fields of song and dance,
Charmaine Wesley and Sam
Ebenezer for the group singing
competition and Radha
Saxena and Atamjeet Singh for
the dance competition while
Sanjay Khanduja was present
as a special guest judge for
both the competitions.
The judges appreciated
the hard work of the students
and the efforts made by them.
The programme concluded
with the prize distribution
ceremony followed by the
singing of the national
anthem.

ghats on the first day of
Shardiya Navratra and
appealed to the people to keep
the river clean and pollutionfree as Maa Bhawani comes
during the Navratra with a
message of cleanliness. During
their cleanliness campaign, the
activists collected a lot of puja
articles, chunris, and other
articles from the river and
appealed to the people not to
throw such items into the river.
At various ghats, they highlighted the importance of
cleanliness and said that cleanliness is also important for
good health. They called upon
the people, and tourists to
make the campaign popular
and give their support in maintaining environment. The cam-

paign was led by convener
Rajesh Shukla, while it was also
supported by
Shivam
Agrahari, Himanshu Agrahari,
Ram Prakash Jaiswal, Ramesh
Chauhan and Uma Shankar.
WORLD MENTAL DAY:
On the occasion of World
Mental Health Day here on
Wednesday, Department of
Kayachikitsa, Manas Roga
Division, Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) has organised a week-long free mental
health check-up camp at Room

No. 4, Ayurveda Section apart
from free consultation.
Manas–Roga Division has facilities like multi behavioural
therapy (MBT) which includes
sex therapy electro sleep, Brain
Poloriser, TCDS Flicker Fusion
test, Bio feedback etc.
Various other tests are also
available for Psychiatric illnesses. Mental health check up
will continue till October 16
from 10 am to 4 pm., informed
Head of Kayachikitsa Prof.
J.S.Tripathi.
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Clarify or resign,
Cong asks Akbar
PNS n NEW DELHI

ressure mounted on Union Minister M
J Akbar to resign from the Council of
Ministers with the Congress asking him
to either clarify or step down amid fresh
allegations of sexual harassment against
him. While Congress demanded an
enquiry into Akbar's conduct, Women and
Child Development Minister Maneka
Gandi said the allegations of sexual
harassment against anybody, including
Ministers, should be taken seriously as
women are often scared to speak out and
investigations has to be done.
"There should be an investigation.
Men who are in positions of power often
do this. And it applies to the media as well
as to politics or senior personnel in companies," Maneka told a news channel when
asked to comment on allegations against
a "big" politician.
As the #MeToo campaign gathered
momentum in India, some women journalists have come out and accused Akbar,
a former editor and now the minister of
state for external affairs, of sexually
harassing them during his stint as a journalist. Congress spokesperson S Jaipal
Reddy said, "I think M J Akbar must either
offer a satisfactory explanation or resign
forthwith. How can he be in the ministry
with serious allegations being levelled

P

against him by responsible journalists who
worked with him. Let there be an inquiry
into it. We demand an inquiry into M J
Akbar's conduct," Reddy said at Press conference. Reddy also questioned External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj's silence
on the issue, saying she is evading responsibility and is not prepared to comment on
her subordinate.
Several women journalists have come
out and named Akbar for his misdemeanours. On Wednesday, senior journalist Ghazala Wahab was the latest to
come out with her own "MJ story". Saba
Naqvi, Shutapa Paul, Sujata Anandan
and several other journalists also shared
their ordeal or bad experiences during
their career.

Don't engage with Chinese, Pak Modi accuses Cong
girls on social media, officers told of dividing society
RAKESH K SINGH n NEW DELHI

PNS n NEW DELHI

ntelligence agencies have alerted
Government Departments
Iagainst
engaging with Chinese and

backdrop of the exodus
migrants
IfromnoftheHindi-speaking
Gujarat, Prime Minister

Pakistani girls on social media as
many Twitter handles and
Facebook accounts are being used
by foreign agencies as honey-traps
to target officials handling sensitive
information relating to national
security and advanced scientific
data, especially those relating to
space and missile technology.
The move comes in the backdrop of the BrahMos case wherein
a young scientist Nishant Agrawal,
working as a systems engineer for
BrahMos unit at Nagpur, was
allegedly targeted by such traps run
by Pakistan's ISI. Agrawal was
arrested by the Uttar Pradesh AntiTerrorism Squad on Monday on
charges of spying.
The probe so far by the agencies has revealed that he was in
touch with two women with Indian
names through their pseudo
Facebook accounts operated from
Bahria Town of Islamabad.
"Aesthetically appealing
Pakistani and Chinese women are
being used by the foreign agencies
to trap officers of the defence
establishments, including scientific institutions of advanced research
in the domains of space and mis-

Narendra Modi on Wednesday
accused the Congress of dividing society for the benefit of
one family and averred that the
BJP believed in spreading happiness and uniting people.
The workforce from Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh has been
returning home following sporadic attacks against them in
parts of Gujarat after an alleged
rape of a 14-month-old girl in
Sabarkantha district on
September 28 and the arrest of
a labourer hailing from Bihar.
Six districts, most of them in
north Gujarat, have witnessed
violence.
BJP and the Congress have
been trading charges on the issue
with the former claiming that
Congress leaders were behind
fomenting trouble in Gujarat.
The incidents of violence and
exodus of migrants have erupted as four State Assemblies of —
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh, Mizoram — are to
go to polls before the year-end.
Modi claimed that it was
not a matter of ego for his party
to defeat others but an oppor-

sile technology. The alert has been
issued to sensitise the officials in the
concerned departments remain
aware of the risks posed by the
social media," a senior Intelligence
Bureau official said.
Intelligence agencies from the
adversarial countries are using
trained women to trap officials here.
The women are often given language training in English, Urdu and
Hindi with Punjabi accent to deceit
the trapped officials. The social
media accounts often carry Indian
names and they lure the target officers through sex chats and subsequently seek their mobile numbers.
A number of Chinese-made smart
phones often have spywares which
are suspected to transmit data to
servers located in China and
Pakistan, the official said.
Official data suggests 13 serving and retired defence personnel

have been arrested on charges of
espionage for ISI during the last
four years.
The probe by the agencies here
has revealed that women working
at the behest of the foreign agencies
often strike friendship through
social media platforms like
Facebook. After exchanging numbers, they extract sensitive information from the trapped officials in
lieu of sex chats on WhatsApp.
The Delhi police had arrested
senior Indian Air Force officer
Group Captain Arun Marwah, 51,
in February this for espionage and
official secrets Act after being
trapped by the ISI through a honey
trap module.
Likewise, in December 2015,
the Delhi police arrested Ranjith, an
IAF official for allegedly sharing
secret documents with ISI operatives through social media.

BIRTH CENTENARY OF VIJAYA RAJE SCINDIA

EC amends rules, now candidates to publicise
BJP women’s wing to details of criminal cases against them
hold marathon from
T
Gwalior to Delhi
RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

PNS n NEW DELHI

o mark the centenary year
celebrations of Rajmata
T
Vijaya Raje Scindia, BJP
women's wing will be organising a five-day relay marathon
from Gwalior to Delhi, starting
October 12.
"The
Women's
Empowerment Race (Mahila
Shashaktikaran Daud) will pass
through five States — Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi. It
will highlight how Narendra
Modi Government has empowered Indian women through its
various path-breaking initiatives and programmes. This
mega event will be a tribute to
Rajmata, our first women wing
chief, whose 100 birth anniversary is being celebrated across
India," said BJP women wing
president Vijaya Rahatkar.
Sharing details about the
relay Marathon, Rahatkar said
it will be flagged off from
Gwalior, the home of Rajmata,
by Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan in the presence of
senior leaders. "It will end in
Delhi on October 16 when BJP

President Amit Shah will
receive it at a grand function to
be held at Talkatora stadium,"
Rahatkar said.
Apart from 100 BJP
women wing workers who will
take part in the 375-km-long
relay Marathon, some important celebrities will take part to
highlight various pro-women
initiatives taken by Modi
Government.
Rahatkar further said the
race is also women wing's tribute to its first chief Rajmata
Vijaya Raje Scindia. "It is for the
first time such an event is
being organised by women's
wing to honour one of the great
women leaders of India," she
added.

he Election Commission on
Wednesday wrote to the States
and Union Territories informing
them about the issuance of a new
format of affidavit for contesting
candidates and political parties in
poll-bound States, pertaining to
details of criminal cases or cases
of past conviction.
The EC directed the political
parties to publicise the details of
contesting candidates on their
websites as well as news channels
and newspapers. Both the candidate and parties have been
mandated to publish this information in newspapers and TV at
least three times after nomination
papers are filed. The Commission
made it clear to political parties
that the publishing should be
completed before the period of
48 hours ending with the hour
fixed for conclusion of poll for the
election.
The Form 26 will contain a
table recording full details of
his/her criminal antecedents. The
same table can be reproduced as
an insertion in advertisements to
be put out by candidates in print
and electronic media at least
thrice after filing of nominations, as ordered by the Supreme
Court on September 25. The
Form 26 will also contain format
C-1 and C-2. The Format C-1 will
contain the name of the candidate;

name of political party; name of
constituency and number of
pending criminal cases and details
about cases of conviction. The
Format C-2 will contain declaration about criminal antecedents of
candidates set up by the party.
"All such political parties
shall submit a report to the Chief
Electoral Officer of the State concerned stating that they have fulfilled the requirements of these
directions, and enclosing therewith the paper cuttings containing the declarations published by
the party in respect of the
State/UT concerned. All elections are required to file affidavit
in Form-26, along, with nomination paper, declaring information
about criminal cases, assets, liabilities and educational qualifications," the EC said. The
Commission has asked chief electoral officers to provide the new
format ''Form 26' to all political
parties in their states and union
territories.
According to EC's directions,
contesting candidate who have
criminal cases against them either pending cases or cases in
which candidate has been convicted, shall publish a declaration
about such cases, for wide publicity, in newspapers as well as TV
channel and on their websites.
This declaration is to be published
in Format C-l attached hereto, at
least on three different dates from

the day following the last date for
withdrawal of candidatures and
up to two days before the date of
poll and should be placed suitably
in the newspapers so that the
directions for wide publicity are
complied with in letter and spirit,' the EC said. "The declaration
on TV channels should be on
three different dates," it said.
The EC said in the case of
candidates with criminal cases set
up by political parties, whether
rccognised parties or registered
un-recognised parties, such candidates are required to declare
before the Returning Officer concerned that they have informed
their political party about the
criminal cases against them
Provision for such declaration has
been made in Form 26 in the
newly inserted Item (6A).
The Supreme Court had earlier expressed its inability to make
a law to check "creeping" criminalisation of the polity, insisting
Parliament must respond to public sentiment and frame a law to
ensure that those charge-sheeted
cannot contest. The Supreme
Court had stated that nothing
stood in the way of the elector's
right to know, and ordered candidates to declare their criminal
records to the Election
Commission in bold. Political
parties were charged with the task
of making this information public on their websites.

Rahul raises
question on Def
Min’s France visit
PNS n NEW DELHI

ongress president Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday again raised questions on Defence
C
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman's France visit, alleging that work has begun to justify the Prime
Minister's decision to buy Rafale fighter aircraft.
Incidentally, Rahul will meet the Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) employees in Bengaluru
on October 13. The Congress chief has been accusing the Modi Government of ignoring the HAL to
favour Anil Ambani's Reliance Infrastructure Ltd.
Rahul took to Twitter to say while the
Supreme Court has asked for the details of the
Rafale decision-making process, the decision to buy
the fighter aircraft was taken by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Gandhi alleged that processes to
justify Modi's decision are being invented.
"The Supreme Court has asked for the RAFALE
decision making process. It's quite simple really...The
PM decided. The processes to justify his decision
are yet to be invented. But work has begun. Ps. In
this connection, Raksha Mantri is leaving for France
tonight," he said. Defence Minister leaves for
France tonight on a three-day visit, which comes
in the backdrop of a big controversy over the purchase of 36 Rafale jets from French aerospace major
Dassault Aviation. Sitharaman will hold wide-ranging talks with her French counterpart Florence Parly
on ways to deepen strategic cooperation between
the two countries and deliberate on regional and
global issues of mutual interests. Sitharaman will also
hold with Parly the first edition of defence dialogue.
The sources said besides exploring ways to
boost bilateral defence cooperation, Sitharaman
will take stock of progress in the supply of 36
Rafale jets by Dassault to the Indian Air Force
under a Rs 58,000-crore deal.

INSHORT
CENTRE NOTIFIES ENVIRONMENTAL
FLOWS FOR GANGA

New Delhi: The Government on Wednesday
notified the minimum environmental flows
for river Ganga that has to be maintained at
various locations on the river. Union
Minister for Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Nitin
Gadkari said that the notification of e-flow
for the river would go a long way in ensuring its Aviralta or continuous flow. Also, he
said, draft Ganga Act will soon be sent to
the Cabinet for approval.

SC PULLS UP MAHA SRA FOR
NEGLECTING RESPONSIBILITY

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday came down heavily on
Maharashtra's slum rehabilitation authority
(SRA) for trying to "shrug off" their
responsibility in ensuring compliance of an
Act meant for welfare of building and
construction workers in Mumbai. A bench
of justices Madan B Lokur and Deepak
Gupta said an affidavit proposed to be filed
by SRA was "extremely vague" and the
authority, without trying to "pass on the
buck" to builders and contractors, should
ensure compliance of the provisions of the
Act.

BOFORS CASE: CRUCIAL
HEARING IN SC ON FRIDAY

New Delhi: The Supreme Court is likely to
hear on Friday the politically-sensitive `64
crore Bofors pay-off case in which the CBI
earlier this year filed appeal after 12-year
delay against the Delhi High Court decision
quashing charges against all the accused.
The apex court will also hear a BJP leader
and advocate Ajay Agrawal, who is pursuing
the matter for over a decade, and has been
asked by it to explain his locus in filing
petition as a third party.

Gadkari terms reports attributing Gorkhas in Assam can't
him that he said BJP made tall be referred to Foreigners'
promises in 2014 as baseless Tribunals, says MHA
PNS n NEW DELHI

PNS n NEW DELHI

nion Minister Nitin Gadkari
on Wednesday termed as
U
"false and baseless" the reports

orkhas of Nepal holding valid identity cards
and members of the community who are citG
izens of India and living in Assam will not be sent

attributing him to have said the
BJP made tall promises in 2014
Lok Sabha elections as it was
confident it would not come to
power. He said he never made
the remarks.
Gadkari further said he did
not say anything on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Government and depositing of
`15 lakh in everyone's account.
"This is completely baseless news.
I want to appeal to all to watch
the actual interview to get the
context of what we were talking
about. The programme was in
Marathi and I wonder since
when has Rahul Gandhi started
understanding Marathi," Gadkari
said on the sidelines of a Press
conference
on
Ganga
Rejuvenation.
Further hitting out at the
Congress president, who tweeted the video on Tuesday, the
minister asked him to learn
Marathi for a better understanding of his interview's content. "I also want to appeal to
Rahul Gandhi to learn Marathi
and not write anything on
Twitter without understanding
something," he added.
"Seven-eight days back I
went to the Marathi channel for
the interview. I told them that
during Maharashtra elections
Devendra Fadnavis and
Gopinath Munde were dis-

to foreigners' tribunals to determine their nationality, the Home Ministry said on Wednesday.
In a communication to the Assam
Government, the Union Home Ministry said only
those individuals, who have come to Assam from
specified territories, including Bangladesh, immediately before commencement of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 1985 and are not Indian citizens, can be referred to the foreigners tribunals to
identify whether they are illegal immigrants or not.
The clarification came following a representation to Home Minister Rajnath Singh by the All
Assam Gorkha Students' Union, which cited
some cases of the members of the Gorkha community living in Assam being referred to the foreigners' tribunals, an official statement said.
In its communication, the home ministry said
the members of the Gorkha community who were
Indian citizens at the time of commencement of
the Constitution, or those who are Indian citizens
by birth, or those who have acquired Indian citizenship by registration or naturalisation in accordance with the provisions of The Citizenship Act,
1955 are not "foreigners" in terms of section 2 (a)
of The Foreigners
Act, 1946 as well as The Registration of
Foreigners Act, 1939, therefore, such cases will not
be referred to the foreigners tribunals.
It further emphasised that any member of the
Gorkha community holding Nepalese nationality and who has arrived in India by land or air over
the Nepal border even without a passport or visa
and staying in India for any length of time shall
not be treated as an illegal migrant if he or she is
in possession of proper identity documents.
No such document is required for children
below the age group of 10 years as per the provisions of the India-Nepal treaty signed in 1950, the
statement said.

cussing a poll promise about toll
plaza. I objected to it by saying
that it would be very tough to
implement and hence, we should
not make such a promise. I
mentioned to them that we have
mostly been into opposition and
have less experience of being in
power, hence we face some issues
while making poll promises,"
Gadkari said on his clarification.
Several reports claimed that
Gadkari, during an interview to
a Marathi news channel, said that
Modi government came to power
on the basis of unrealistic
promises.
Rahul had shared the video
of the interview on Twitter and
said, "People also think that the
Government has made their
dreams and hopes a victim of its
greed."
Stating that his statement
was twisted and then published
in an English newspaper,
Gadkari said, "An English newspaper based out of Delhi twisted my statement. I never named
Prime Minister Modi, or 15 lakh
or any such thing."

tunity to serve people.
"When you try and connect everything to elections,
like unveiling the statue of Sir
Chhotu Ram or Swachchh
Bharat Mission, it reduces the
importance of the event," he
said, adding that the BJP is
doing social service and will
continue doing it.
The BJP on Tuesday
blamed Congress president
Rahul Gandhi and Congress
MLA from Gujarat Alpesh
Thakor for violence against
Hindi-speaking people in the
State.
An estimated 50,000
Hindi-speaking migrants from
UP and Bihar have fled Gujarat.
BJP spokesman Sambit
Patra claimed that Congress
MLA Alpesh Thakor was
fomenting attacks on migrants
and sought his dismissal from
the party. Patra said over a period Rahul was creating confusion in the country to promote
himself.

India, Japan vow to
boost cooperation
on connectivity
projects in NE

President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurates the 29th Accountants General Conference in New Delhi on Wednesday

PTI

Cabinet approves Productivity
Linked Bonus for Rly employees
PNS n NEW DELHI

enefitting around 12 lakh
Railway employees, the Union
B
Cabinet on Wednesday approved
payment of productivity-linked
bonus (PLB) equivalent to 78
days' wages to all eligible nongazetted Railway employees,
excluding RPF and RPSF personnel, for the 2017-18 financial year.
The Cabinet also allotted `3074
crore for the establishment of two
new permanent campuses of the
Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research (IISER) in
Tirupati and Behrampur.
The productivity-linked bonus
to railway employees has been estimated at `2,044.31 crore, a statement said. The wage calculation

ceiling prescribed for payment of
PLB to eligible non-gazetted railway staff is `7,000 per month and
the maximum amount payable per
eligible railway employee for 78
days
is
`17,951,
it
said.Productivity-linked bonus is
paid each year before the Dusshera
and Puja holidays.
For the year 2017-18 PLB
equivalent to 78 days' wages will
be paid, which is expected to
motivate the employees for working towards improving the performance of the Railways, the
statement said.
The construction of the two
campuses of IISER shall be completed by December, 2021. The
total cost likely to be incurred is
`3074.12 crore," an official state-

ment said.
"The creation of two posts of
Registrar, one in each IISER, has
also been approved. Both the
IISERs will be constructed in area
of 1,17,000 sqm which will have
complete infrastructural facilities
for 1,855 students each," it added.
The IISERs will provide top
quality science education at the
undergraduate and postgraduate
level, PHDs and Integrated
PHDs."They will carr y out
research in frontier areas of science
and will enable India move
towards a knowledge economy by
attracting best scientific talent as
faculty and prepare a strong base
of scientific manpower in India,"
the statement said.

New Delhi: India and Japan
have held the second meeting
of their Act East Forum, during which they agreed to boost
cooperation on connectivity
projects in the northeast, a
Japanese Embassy statement
said.
The meeting of 'JapanIndia Act East Forum' was
held on October 8 under the
co-chairmanship of Japan's
Ambassador Kenji Hiramatsu
and Foreign Secretary Vijay
Gokhale.
Ambassador Hiramatsu
emphasised on cooperation in
the northeast region, ranging
from connectivity to people-topeople exchanges and the need
to come up with concrete projects, the statement said.
The forum witnessed lively discussions, in which the
representatives from relevant
Ministries and States of the
NER shared their views, the
statement said.
"As a result of the meeting,
future orientation of cooperation in northeast was confirmed, ranging from the road
and bridge connectivity projects; forest management projects in states of Tripura and
Meghalaya; a new initiative to
utilise bamboo which is abundant in the region; and to
enhance people-to-people
exchanges," it said.
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TN Guv under attack for Mamata attacks Girl students of Bihar village
editor's arrest, release Modi’s brand of drop out due to eve teasing
KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n
CHENNAI

uesdays arrest of RR Gopal,
editor of Nakkheeran, a
Tamil weekly, by Chennai
Police under Section 124 of the
IPC and his subsequent release
by a city court judge was a controversy which could been
avoided by the powers that
complained against the former.
The complaint against Gopal
was filed by T Sengottaiyan,
Deputy Secretary of Governor
Banwarilal Purohit, invoking
Section 124 of the IPC.
The section states that
“whoever, with the intention of
inducing or compelling the
President of India, or Governor
of any State, to exercise or
refrain from exercising in any
manner any of the lawful powers of such President or
Governor, assaults or wrongfully restrains, or attempts
wrongfully to restrain, or overawes, by means of criminal
force or the show of criminal
force, or attempts so to overawe, such President or
Governor, shall be punished
with imprisonment of either
description for a term which
may extend to seven years, and
shall also be liable to fine.”
But a lawyer in Madras
High Court said that other than
publishing reports linking the
Raj Bhavan staff with an associate professor Nirmala Devi
who is known to have enticed
girl students in her college to

T

offer sexual favours to the
higher ups, neither Gopal nor
his team of journalists have
done anything to invoke section 124 of the IPC.
Nakheeran is known as a
publication “specialising” in
spicy and steamy reports which
are not taken seriously by any
section of Tamil society. N
Ram, proprietor of a pro-Left
English daily, who was consulted by the XIII Metropolitan
Magistrate S Gopinathan, told
the latter that he would not
print in his newspaper the
kind of reports and articles
published by Gopal and that
sums up the quality of
Nakheeran. “I practice a different kind of journalism,”
Ram told the Magistrate.
Lawyers on Madras High
Court told The Pioneer on condition of anonymity that the
Governor could have ignored
Nakheeran. “There was a steamy
report in a prominent Tamil
magazine on the relation
between a former Chief Minister
of the State and a lead star of

Tamil movies. It was also mentioned that the former Chief
Minister, a much married man,
may tie the nupital ties with the
start. But the politician chose to
ignore the report and the matter ended there,” said a lawyer.
Banwarilal, who has been
following a pro-active style as
the Governor is seen by the
opposition DMK, the
Congress, the Lefts and Tamil
chauvinist outfits as the agent
of the BJP which is trying to get
a foothold in Tamil Nadu. All
actions by the Governor are
coming under attack irrespective of their merit.
The Raj Bhavan staff too is
adding to the woes of the
Governor by deleting portions
of the speeches he delivers at
public meetings. On Saturday
while addressing a seminar on
quality education, Purohit had
disclosed how people had told
him that crores of rupees were
exchanged in the appointment
of vice chancellors in Tamil
Nadu universities and how he
was struggling to cleanse the
system. This portion of the
speech was deleted by the Raj
Bhavan from the copies distributed to the media and the
Governor had to make them
issue another release incorporating the deleted portion.
Chennai Raj Bhavan is witnessing a war of ner ves
between the Governor and the
staff appointed by the
AIADMK and the DMK
Governments.

‘impolite politics’ B

FAIZAN AHMAD n PATNA

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

engal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has launched a
B
veiled attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for introducing
a brand of politics that is devoid
of courtesy. Writing in the
Trinamool Congress mouthpiece Jaago Bangla, Mamata has
compared Modi’s team with that
of late Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee saying the earlier
regime was far more politically
courteous and culturally
adorable than the one led by
Modi today.
Modi’s team was politically
uneducated and lacked courtesy,
Mamata has said. “How will they
be able to run the country when
it can be clearly seen that they
(present regime) have no basic
political education?” Mamata
has said adding the leaders in
Modi Government “should take
lessons of political courtesy
from Atalaji.”
The Trinamool Congress
had earlier severely condemned
Bengal BJP chief Dilip Ghosh for
foul-mouthing the ruling outfit
saying when the BJP will come
to power “we will peel their
(TMC workers) skin off, rub salt
in it and make them run for their
lives.” Referring to the late Prime
Minister she has written how she
enjoyed an excellent rapport
with him. “We often interacted,

shared our political views but
never attacked each other like
this in the public,” Mamata says
insisting, today leaders threaten
others and conduct themselves
as gang lords.
Mamata who has for the
past a few days been on an inaugural spree unveiling Kolkata’s
top Durga Pujas mostly organised by top Trinamool leaders
including Ministers and MLAs
was also happy about the
Wednesday’s Calcutta High
Court order refusing to interfere with the Government decision to grant `10,000 each to
the 28,000 clubs organising
Durga Pujas all across the State.
The Division Bench of Acting
Chief Justice Debashis Kar Gupta
and Justice Shampa Sarkar on
Wednesday vacated the earlier
interim stay on `28 crore
Governmental grant to the Puja
organisers saying prima facie
there was no need for the High
Court to interfere with a decision
which should otherwise be evaluated by the Legislature.
Senior State Minister Firhad
Hakiim who himself organises
the Chetla Agragami Durga
Puja welcomed the Court order
saying the political opposition in
Bengal had become professional litigants who find pleasure in
challenging Government decisions in court. “I welcome the
court order,” he added.

eti parhao is a national slogan and a mission but how
the girls should go to school if
they are eve-teased, harassed and
molested by the village ruffians?
This is what happening in
Bihar. First there was report
about boys physically attacking
and beating the girls by storming in their campus and hostel of Kasturba Gandhi residential school in a village in
Supaul district a few days back
and now equally serious incident of attack on girls, following attempts to sexually harass
them, going to high school.
As a result the girls of
Ekparha village under Simri
Bakhtiarpur police station in
Saharsa, the district neighbouring Supaul, have dropped
out of school. After an incident
on last Thursday, the guardians
of the girls, who are students
of class X and XII, decided that
they should not go to school.
The helpless girls, numbering
about 38, have urged Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar to
intervene and help them out.
On that day when the girls
in group on bicycle were going
to upgraded high school, 7 km
away from their village, some

miscreants stopped them in
bid to sexually harass them.
When this was happening,
two boys of the same village,
one of them younger brother
of one of the victims, saw and
resisted the ruffians who
attacked the two and left one
of them with fractured arm.
An indifferent local administration showed little interest
when the parents of the girls
went to file case. The administration swung into action when
some TV channels crew reached
the village and inquired about
the incident.
The sub-divisional police
officer of Simri Bakhtiarpur
Mridula Kumari said an FIR
has been registered and police
team was conducting raids to
nab the culprits. But on the
other hand the guardians of
the accused youths resisted the
police action. Kumari said
police would be deployed on
the route to the inter college
situated in another village.
There is no high school in
Ekparha village and the girls
keen to continue their higher
studies pedal to a high school
in neighbouring village which
is 7 km away from their village.
The girls told some visiting
reporters that they were being

Saudi Arabia to supply
oil to India in Nov

Mizoram tribals HAL experts worried about Rafale’s impact on its existence
in Tripura urge
of IAF were in no way con- tronic warfare systems, eva- try for attaining self-reliance 4 MILLION
KESTUR VASUKI n BENGALURU
nected to the deal, neither sion systems, ejection seats in design, development and
Centre to resume
ost experts in the defence they participated in the nego- etc, all of which are made by manufacturing in defence sec- BARRELS OF
tor. It is therefore of utmost
PSU
Hindustan tiations and at best they have different companies.
M
He said “In case of the importance that the concept EXTRA OIL TO BE
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) inherited the deal and asked to
relief supplies
which is in news for the past do ‘Operation Justification”, he Rafale deal, there are four of ‘Make in India’ remains the
IANS n AGARTALA

he Reang migrants from
Mizoram, who have been
T
sheltered in six relief camps in
Tripura for over two decades
and who were on the verge of
repatriation, have urged the
Centre to resume relief that
has been stopped for the past
10 days, an official said on
Wednesday.
With the repatriation of
32,876 refugees from Tripura
to Mizoram still hanging in
the balance, the government
had stopped providing them
relief from October 1.
It was aimed at compelling them to return to
their villages in the neighbouring state from where
they had fled 21 years back.
The Reang refugees, comprising 5,407 families, have
been staying in Tripura's
Kanchanpur and Panisagar
since October 1997 following
ethnic tension after a Mizo
forest official was killed.
"The refugee leaders under
the banner of Mizoram Bru
Displaced People's Forum
(MBDPF) in a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Rajnath
Singh have urged the Centre to
restart the supply of relief," the
North Tripura District
Administration official said.
The five-page letter signed
by 14 refugee leaders, was
sent to Modi and Singh
through North Tripura
District Magistrate Raval
Hamendra Kumar.

two months are worried over
the impact of Rafale defence
deal and its consequences on its
existence. The present disposition and the Defence Minister
along with the Indian Air Force
are blaming HAL’s capability as
the reason for the failure of
2007 Rafale deal.
A HAL senior executive
told The Pioneer on the condition anonymity that they
have roped in the uniformed
officers of IAF to clarify and
justify the deal blaming the
HAL for delays.
He said “ It is understood
that the serving officers can
reveal what is permitted (
approved under an internal
note-on-file cleared by
Secretary of the Ministry of
Defence and the Defence
minister), while the general
public, the parliament and
media is not privy to price
data of the Rafale deal.
A selective release of data
is carried out on Rafale deal
and a well-orchestrated
defamation campaign against
HAL is under way simultaneously”.
“Four operations are
simultaneously underway in
terms of Rafale deal,
“Operation Clarification”,
“Operation Justification”,
“Operation Diversion of the
subject” and “Operation smear
campaign against HAL. At the
outset let it be known that
Rafale is a good aircraft and
there is no doubt about that. It
is conceded again, at the outset, that current senior officers

added.
Air Marshal Raghunath
Nambiar, Deputy Chief Air
Staff (Plans), in an interview
to the press recently has
clarified the misinformation
being spread about the size of
offset business. Air Marshall
Nambiar said that IAF has
been part of the commercial
negotiation for the purchase
of MMRCAs. He clarifies that
Rafale deal is around `58,000
crore and hence the offset
obligation should ideally be
`29,000 crore (corresponding to 50% offset). And no single party is getting business of
that much amount, not even
Dassault. However, the
deputy chief says that the
deal with Dassault is worth
`13,000 Crore and the offset
obligations of Dassault is
`6,500 crore only.
The executive said. IAF
also clarified that DRDO gets
a major portion of the offsets.
In order to understand this
puzzle, it is clarified that aircrafts are not bought as one
piece like a car, but the major
components are bought separately from respective manufacturers which are fitted
into the plane by the manufacturer of the plane. In the
case of fighter jets, the number of components and their
supplier is much more, and
buyers deal directly with
them.
Apart from the main airframe, a fighter plane has an
engine, weapon systems, missiles, radar systems, elec-

main suppliers, Dassault,
Safran which makes the
engine, Thales which makes
several electrical, electronic
systems and sensors, and
MBDA which will supply missiles. What is not understood
is how IAF now understands
and sermonises about the need
for separate contracts. But in
2007, MMRCA RFP, IAF
included a clause that a single
contract to be signed by the
OEM and guarantees to be
given by OEM , even for HAL
manufactured aircrafts”.
“It is sad that If IAF insists
on guarantees by the OEM, for
the machines produced by
licenced manufactured by
Indian firm, that will sound
death knell for the ToT and
licence manufacturing in
India”, he added.
Amid political slugfest
between BJP and Congress,
the cause of self-reliance has
been side lined. When it is to
be manufactured in India,
driving factor for making
decisions should not be cost
alone, it should be coupled
with strategic consideration
and self-reliance, he insists.
Another officer privy to
the entire episode said “In
Defence
Procurement
Procedure document (DPP),
the preamble states “Selfreliance is a major cornerstone on which the military
capability of any nation
must rest. There is also
immense potential to leverage
the manpower and engineering capability within the coun-

focal point of the defence
acquisition policy/procedure
“. “ It does not make sense
to go into the details of costs
involved, since the actual
numbers are not available,
except stating that, to the
price quoted in 2007, it is a
standard norm to add escalation (3% or less or as per
quoted formula, which
depends on LIBOR indices
etc.) and catering to Exchange
rate variation (ERV)”, he
added.
It is debatable whether the
DPP 2013, Fast Track
Procedure (Chapter IV, page
338-351) is followed for 36
Rafale Contract. The procedure
demands an Acceptance of
Necessity (AoN) clearance and
within seven days a special
DAC (Defence Acquisition
Council) meeting headed by
Defence Minister. It is only
after the approval of special
DAC, further steps are permitted. DAC should approve as
per para 6b, an “option of
procuring from friendly countries ex-stock or through lease,”
he quotes.
“ Alternatively, “Additional
Provisions”, permit (as per
paras 22-24, page 344, Chapter
IV of DPP 2016,) for
Government-to Government
Agreements at Appropriate levels. A preliminary reading
indicates that the prior
approval of DAC is mandatory in the Fast Track procedure,
before any Government-to
Government Agreements are
taken up.

Chhattisgarh jumbos collared to deter conflict
SAPNA SINGH n NEW DELHI

o deter human-wildlife
conflict and to save seaT
sonal crops, the wild elephants
have been collared in
Chhattisgarh forest range by
forest department with the
assistance of wildlife NGO.
Interestingly with this Radio
collared movement of elephant
herd will be tracked and this
will help in saving the crops,
especially during nights.
Incidentally, nearly 20 lives
have been lost in Chhattisgarh
where a herd of 19 elephants
came come into conflict with
human beings after their habitat was disturbed and they
were displaced from the forests
of neighbouring Odisha State.
Dr Arun Sha, DirectorResearch and Veterinar y
Operations, Wildlife SOS said,
"The radio collaring operation
was very challenging and quite
risky. We darted the female elephant after tracking her for
nearly six kilometres in deep
forests and induced partial
sedation with a tranquilizer. In
a procedure called standing

sedation, which was carried out
with exceptional care and precision, we radio collared the
female elephant who is also the
matriarch of the herd. This will
now enable us to track the
movements of the herd and see
what ranging patterns emerge.
Next we hope to radio collar
two bull elephants also from
the same herd."
Interestingly, Matriarch -

older female elephant lead the
group of 19 member strong
herd and used to venture out
to agricultural farms that border the forest areas in
Mahasamund district. "The
herd goes in field to eat crops
at night as the forest could not
serve them sufficient nutrition food for them, however,
when villagers try to drive
them away to protect their

crops, the elephants panic
and run helter-skelter causing
damage to crops, property
and also human live," said
Wildlife SoS official.
The official further said
that to address the rapidly
growing Human Elephant
Conflict, (HEC) launched the
radio collar movement has
been started this will not only
help track their movement but

also create an early earning
alert system to help save
human lives too.
Under Human - Elephant
Conflict Mitigation program in
this area - After working closely with Chhattisgarh Forest
Department to also collate data
on the extent of crop damage ,
and other possible cause of the
conflict, to come up with a sustainable solution to the conflict, to come up with a sustainable solution to the problem," the Wildlife SOS (WSOS)
official explained.
"Real Challenge before us
was locating and radio collaring the elephants, and this was
not easy task," adding, "The
herd of elephants moved constantly, often at night. The forest cover was dense and it was
not possible to sight the elephants easily. Wildlife SOS
and the Chhattisgarh Forest
Departmentdeployed a team
of elephant trackers who
tracked the elephant herd
every single day for several
months to understand their
movement patterns," the official added.

harassed for over one year but
they did not tell their guardians
fearing they would be not
allowed to continue their education. But when they found it
was enough and when the ruffians started attacking their
brothers the incident was
known to all.
One of the girls was quoted as saying that they were
undergoing this ordeal for a
long time. “They would hurl
abuses, pass on lewd comments
and sing obscene Bhojpuri
songs when we pass through the
way. It was very depressing,” she
said. Mother of one of the girls
said, “We have stopped the
girls from going to school. No
one stops the miscreants. What
we will do if something worse
happens to our daughters.”
Saharsa SP Rakesh Kumar
said the accused have been
identified and the police have
intensified efforts to arrest all
the accused.
Meanwhile, the National
Human Right Commission
issued a notice to the Bihar
Government over beating of 34
girl students of Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalaya by the miscreants in Supaul. The Commission
took suo motto cognisance of the
media reports.

SUPPLIED AS
SANCTIONS
LOOM ON IRAN

Middle Eastern
barrels, said one of
the sources.
India, the
world’s
third
biggest
oil
importer, is grappling with a combination of rising
oil prices and
falling local currency, which makes imports of
dollar-denominated oil more
expensive. Retail prices for
gasoline and diesel fuel in
India are at record highs and
the government has cut its
excise tax on fuel to ease some
of the pain for consumers.
Indian Oil Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said on
Monday that he spoke with
Saudi Energy Minister Khalid
al-Falih last week and reminded him that OPEC and other
major oil producers had
promised to raise their output
at a meeting in June.
India imports an average of
25 million barrels per month
from Saudi Arabia.
Reuters last week reported
that Russia and Saudi Arabia,
the world’s two biggest oil producers, struck a private deal in
September to raise output to
cool rising prices and had
informed the United States
about the decision.

additional 4 million barrels of
crude oil in November, several sources familiar with the
matter said on Wednesday.
The extra cargoes indicate
a willingness by Saudi Arabia
to increase crude supply to
make up the shortfall once
sanctions by the United States
on oil exports from Iran, the
third-largest producer in the
Organisation of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC),
start up on Nov. 4.
India is Iran’s top oil client
after China, though several
refiners have indicated they will
stop taking Iranian barrels
because of the sanctions.
Reliance Industries Ltd,
Hindustan Petroleum Corp,
Bharat Petroleum Corp and

Mangalore
Refiner y
Petrochemicals Ltd are seeking
an additional 1 million barrels
each in November from Saudi
Arabia, the sources said.
Three of the companies did
not immediately reply to an
email from Reuters seeking
comment. MRPL replied “no
comments” when contacted by
email. State-owned oil producer Saudi Aramco was not
immediately available for comment.
Given their dependence
on Iranian oil supplies, the
Indian refiners are concerned
about the loss of Iranian crude
once the sanctions start and are
seeking exemptions. Refiners in
the country have placed orders
to buy 9 million barrels from
Iran in November.
One of the reasons for the
additional demand for Saudi oil
is that the crude arbitrage from
the United States is shut so the
Indian buyers have to turn to

CAF constable,
friend held for
stealing arms
for Naxals

President calls upon
CAG to move towards
outcome auditing

AGENCIES n NEW DELHI

audi Arabia, the world’s
biggest oil exporter, will
Ssupply
Indian buyers with an

PTI n RAIPUR

PTI n NEW DELHI

Chhattisgarh Armed Force
resident R am Nat h
(CAF) jawan and his friend P Kovind on Wednesday
A
were arrested for allegedly called upon official auditor
stealing arms and ammunition
from a camp of the security
force and trying to sell them to
naxals in Dantewada district,
police said on Wednesday.
Terming it a “very sensitive” issue, Dantewada
Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Pallava claimed that
this was the first time a policeman was nabbed for stealing
arms and selling to it naxals.
The accused, CAF 10th
battalion (E company) constable Raju Kujur and his friend
Mitthe Netam, were apprehended on Tuesday from
Dantewada, around 400 km
from here, he said.
Both are natives of Osra
village in Dantewada’s neighbouring Bijapur district, located around 450 km from the
state capital Raipur, the SP
said.
The CAF’s E company was
deployed in the Barsoor police
station area of Dantewada.
During interrogation,
Kujur claimed that some more
police personnel from Bijapur
and Dantewada were involved
in the nexus, Pallava said,
adding more arrests were likely after the investigation.

CAG to move towards outcome based auditing and provide ‘insight and foresight’ for
improving Government programmes.
Inaugurating the 29th
Accountants
General
Conference here, Kovind also
appreciated the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG) as
an institution for graduating
from promoting accountability to ensuring that right things
are done in the right and least
expensive way.
“Through your financial,
compliance and performance
audits, you have been providing valuable oversight on operations and giving recommendations for improvement. It is
the time, the institution thinks
of giving insight and foresight
as well,” he told the
Accountants General.
Stating that audit is not an
end in itself, but a means to
make governments work better, Kovind said there was a
need to emphasise that outcome is a more meaningful
measure of programme value
than output.
“You may deliberate on
how would you as an organi-

sation identify, understand and
measure outcome to study the
impact of programmes.You
may have to realign strategy in
a manner that it measures outcome,” the President said.
Obser ving
that
a
Government department is an
‘organic entity’, Kovind said any
breakdown or deficiency in
service reflects vulnerability
in the system.
“As conscience keepers,
please ask yourselves whether
it would help to report on such
soft spots and weaknesses in
the system - or only on the
symptoms manifesting in small
deviations. Good systems outlast bad men and women. This
is where you can contribute,” he
said.
Audit provides an unique
opportunity
to
the
Government to see where the
things are going wrong and
why, he said, adding that CAG
should share the good practices
followed elsewhere for the benefit of executive.
“With the tools appropriate
for managing and examining
the expanding data in a digital
economy, you are rightly positioned to anticipate long term
trends and emerging issues
related to the economy, education, health, environment ,
national security, among others,” he said.
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ATTACKS ON MIGRANT WORKERS IN GUJARAT

HRC issues notices to
Chief Secy and DGP

Guj Govt to approach
HC for speedy trial of
minor girl’s rape case

to Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.
Sahu, who is working in a local
ceramic factory in Sabarkantha
district in North Gujarat,
belongs to Bihar.
In a bid to take political
advantage of the situation political leaders too jumped and
tried to provoke locals against
the Hindi-speaking workers. As
a result of it, the violence
against the migrant workers
spread in six districts including
Mehsana, Gandhinagar,
Ahmedabad, Surendranagar,
Banaskantha and Sabarkantha.
Out of fear, especially due to
threatening social media messages, thousands of Hindispeaking labourers fled to their
respective States well ahead of
Diwali festival by taking
extended vacation.
Congress MLA from
Radhanpur constituency
Alpesh Thakor’s alleged
provocative speeches inspired
Kshtriya Thakor Sena to attack
on migrant labourers. The
social organisation of OBC
Thakor community is headed
by non-other than Alpesh, who
is also AICC nominated secretary for Bihar State.

he Gujarat Government
will approach the High
T
Court for setting up a fast

PNS n GANDHINAGAR

connection with attacks on
workers in Gujarat
Iovernmigrant
the issue of rape on 14months-old girl, the State
Human Rights Commission
has issued notices to the Chief
Secretary JN Singh as well as
the Director General of Police
(DGP) Shivanand Jha on
Wednesday.
The chairperson of the
Commission Justice (retired)
Abhilasha Kumari has asked
both the top officials to submit
a detailed report on the attacks
and exodus of labourers, predominantly belonging to Hindi
belt States in the next 20 days.
According to her Gujarat’s
Chief Secretary Singh and DGP
Jha would have to mention on
what kind of measures they had
taken to ensure safety of migrant
workers to maintain peace and
harmony in the State.
Following the alleged rape
on a toddler and the arrest of
a labourer identified as
Ravindra Sahu on September
28, 2018, attacks on migrant
workers initiated, especially
on those labourers who belong

Vadodara Youth
Cong leader arrested
ujarat
police
on
Wednesday arrested
G
Tohid Aalam Khan, vice-president of Vadodara Youth
Congress for threatening
Gujarati Samaj on social
media over the issue of attacks
on Hindi-speaking migrant
labourers. Khan has done
MBA from famous Maharaja
Sayajirao University of
Vadodara and he is residing at
Gorava area of the city known
as cultural capital of Gujarat.
Considering the seriousness of the situation, Gujarat
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani
came into action and gave
assurance to take stern action
against those elements who
were responsible for spreading
hatred in the name of regions.
Gujarat’s Minister of State for
Home Pradipsinh Jadeja said
that 533 people including some
Congress leaders were arrested
in connection with attacks on
migrant labourers.

PNS n GANDHINAGAR

track court for speedy trial in
the rape case of 14-months-old
girl, who was allegedly raped by
a worker belonging to Bihar.
The incident ignited anger
among the locals which resulted into attack on innocent
Hindi-speaking labourers in six
districts of the State. Sources
close to development said that
the State Government would
appoint special public prosecutor for the trial of the case in
a fast track court on a day-today basis and complete the
entire process up to conviction
within a month.
Sources said that similar
courts would also be set up for
other incidents of attacks on
the minors and complete the
hearings within a month on the
lines of the steps taken by the
Madhya Pradesh Government
on such issues.
Meanwhile, the State
administration on Wednesday
handed over a cheque for `4.50
lakhs as compensation to the
family of victim as decided by
the State legal aid committee.

Odisha braces for calamity
as Titli gains momentum
districts, as well as
Vishakhapatnam
and
yclone Titli has intensi- Vizianagaram in Andhra
fied into a very severe Pradesh, and Gajapati and
cyclonic storm over the Bay of Nayagarh in Odisha, the IMD
Bengal on Wednesday and is said. The Odisha Government
moving towards the Odisha has also issued a warning for
coast, triggering rainfall in sev- possible floods in view of the
eral parts of the eastern State. approaching cyclone. It has
Five coastal districts of issued a high alert in all disOdisha have been put on high tricts especially those located in
alert and the Odisha the coastal region, and set a tarGovernment has begun evac- get of “zero casualties”. Cabinet
uation of about 2 lakh people. Secretary PK Sinha also chaired
Thereafter, it is very likely a meeting of the National Crisis
to move northeast towards Management Committee
Gangetic West Bengal across (NCMC) to take stock of
Odisha before gradually losing preparatory measures in the
strength. All schools, colleges wake of Titli.
The weather office said
and anganwadi centres in
Odisha have been declared the cyclonic storm is likely to
closed on Thursday. People make a landfall between
living in the low-lying areas and Gopalpur in Odisha and
hutments along the coast are Kalingapatanam in Andhra
being shifted to safer places. Pradesh early on Thursday
Fishers along the Odisha coast, morning at a wind speed gustand central and north Bay of ing up to 165 kilometres per
Bengal have been advised not hour. According to the IMD,
to venture into sea till Friday. this would come under cate“Cyclone Titli moved at 14 gory II of cyclone which lead to
kmph and intensified into a some roof and structural damvery severe cyclonic storm and age, some caravans destroyed,
lay centred over the west-cen- power failure likely. The speed
tral Bay of Bengal, 320 km of cyclone decides its gravity
south-southeast of Gopalpur in and destruction.
Meanwhile, as many as 10
Odisha,” IMD said in a bulletin.
Damage is expected in the teams of the National Disaster
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Response Force (NDRF) and 8
of Orissa Disaster Rapid Action
Force (ODRAF) have also been
positioned at different places
for rescue operations. The three
armed forces have also been
put on alert.
The Joint Typhoon
Warning Centre of the US
navy also said the cyclone continued to rapidly consolidate
and indications of a nascent eye
beginning to form.
According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) Titli intensified further
into a very severe cyclonic
storm during at 11.30 am on
Wednesday and may lead to
waves rising up to 1 metre on
the coast. Under its impact,
heavy rains have already started in Ganjam, Gajapati, Puri,
Balasore and Kendrapara districts. The IMD has also predicted the cyclonic wind to
chew away a large part of
Andhra Pradesh districts like
Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram
and Srikakulam and Odisha
districts of Gajapati, Ganjam,
Puri and Kendrapara.
As per the IMD forecast,
“heavy to very heavy rainfall”
at several places and “extremely heavy rainfall” at isolated
areas is expected till Thursday.

SC seeks Rafale decision details
From Page 1
The Rafale deal is a defence agreement signed between the Governments
of India and France for the purchase of
36 Rafale fighter aircraft in a fly-away
condition as a part of the upgrading
process of Indian Air Force equipment.
The Rafale fighter is a twin-engine
Medium Multi Role Combat Aircraft
(MMRCA) manufactured by French
aerospace company Dassault Aviation.
Indian Air Force had advanced a pro-

posal to buy 126 fighter aircraft in
August 2007 and floated a tender.
Following this, an invitation was sent to
various aviation companies to participate
in the bidding process.
AAP Rajya Sabha member Sanjay
Singh had also moved the apex court
through his lawyer, Dheeraj Kumar
Singh, by filing a separate petition
seeking a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) under the apex court to probe the
deal.

In police custody,
Amrapali directors
divulge a/c books

ing possession of around 42,000 flats
booked in projects of the Amrapali
group. During the hearing, the counsel
appearing for the homebuyers told the
Bench that the auditors have given the list
of documents required by them and the
group should hand over, year wise and
company wise, the documents of all their
firms.
“We will ensure the presence of
these three persons (directors) whenever the forensic auditors want,” the Bench
said, adding, “The basic idea is to have
the documents. We will have the forensic auditors tomorrow to know about the
modalities and how would they like to
proceed”. The two auditors, appointed by
the court to conduct forensic audit of
Amrapali Group, had on Tuesday told the
court that they have not yet received all
the documents.
The SC had noted that as per the two
auditors, documents of only two out of
46 firms — Amrapali Zodiac and
Amrapali Princely Estates — were handed over to them despite court’s order to
provide all documents.
The court had also issued notice to
all these companies and their directors
asking why contempt proceedings be not
initiated against them.
It had also directed that other directors of the firm shall surrender their passport to the police and would not leave the
country.

From Page 1
“If the exercise will not be completed, the present status will continue,” the
Bench said and asked the Delhi Police to
keep these three directors at the police
station but not in the lock-up.
The Bench said that compliance
report of its order be placed before the
court and directed that the three directors would also remain present before it
tomorrow.
The SC noted the submissions of the
counsel appearing for the three directors
that the group has received e-mail from
the forensic auditors indicating the documents required by them. The directors
also told the court that company wise list
of all bank accounts were available till
2015 and after that, raw data was available with them and they would hand over
all the documents in entirety.
The Bench directed that its order be
telephonically communicated to the
Superintendent of Police of Rajgir and
Buxar so that they could take appropriate steps.
The court is seized of a batch of petitions filed by homebuyers who are seek-

Districts like Ganjam, Gajapati,
Puri,
Jagatsinghpur,
Kendrapara,
Khurda,
Nayagarh, Cuttack, Jajpur,
Bhadrak and Balasore are likely to be lashed by heavy to very
heavy rainfall till Thursday.
Heavy to very heavy rainfall is
also forecast for Kandhamal,
Boudh and Dhenkanal district
from
Thursday.
The
Meteorological
Centre
Bhubaneswar has also issued a
heavy rainfall warning for the
next three days.
Official sources said
9,83,642 people were evacuated when Cyclone Philin hit the
State in 2013 and 2,55,042
people were shifted to multipurpose shelter centres during
Cyclone Hudhud in 2014.
Under the impact of the
cyclone, predicted heavy to
extremely heavy rains to lash
many parts of Gangetic West
Bengal on October 11 and 12.
Places such as South and North
24 Parganas, Kolkata, Contai,
Diamond Harbour, Digha and
all the nearby areas will be
affected. Other districts in
West Bengal such as
Midnapore, Bankura and
Vardaman will receive good
rains with comparatively less
intensity.

Nirmala
leaves for
France
From Page 1
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
announced the decision to procure 36
Rafales during his visit to Paris in April, 2015.
The deal was inked in September 2016.
Sources said here the Defence Minister
will hold wide ranging talks with Parly to
explore more avenues to strengthen strategic ties between the two nations. The two
sides will also review regional and global
issues of mutual interests. The two Ministers
will hold the first edition of defence dialogue, they added. Sitharaman was earlier
slated to go to Paris in mid-September but
postponed due to “scheduling issues,” it was
learnt.
The Congress was alleging irregularities
in the deal, claiming the Government was
procuring each aircraft at a cost of over Rs
1,670 crore as against Rs 526 crore finalised
by the UPA Government when it was negotiating the deal. The Congress has also been
targeting the Government over selection of
Reliance Defence as an offset partner for
Dassault. The Government denied all allegations.

Jagannath...
From Page 1
It had directed the Centre to constitute
a committee to look into the issues raised
by the district judge of Puri regarding
exploitation of devotees, abolishment of
hereditary Sevaks and appointment of
Sevaks in the temple.
The court’s order had come on a petition filed by Mrinalini Padhi highlighting
the difficulties faced by devotees at
Jagannath Temple and their alleged harassment or exploitation by the sevaks (staff)
of the temple.

HC quashes Preity's molestation case against Ness Wadia
Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court on Wednesday quashed
the much-discussed molestation and harassment case filed
by the city police based on a
complaint by actress Preity
Zinta in 2014 against her exboyfriend and industrialist
Ness Wadia.
A HC division bench of
justices Ranjit More and Bharti
Dangre quashed the case registered by the Marine Drive
police in June 2014, after both
Zinta and Wadia along with
their lawyers appeared before
the judges in their chamber.

Confirming that the case
against his client had been
quashed, Wadia’s lawyer
Aabad Ponda said: "The case
against Ness has been quashed.
We have been told by the
court not to divulge anything
more". Zinta's lawyers also
refused to spell out details.
At the previous hearing
held on October 1, the court
had suggested that Wadia and
Zinta settle the issue amicably.
Zinta's lawyer had said she was
willing to settle the matter if
Wadia was ready to apologise.
Advocate Ponda had then said

ULB polls phase
2: J&K records
31.3 % turnout
KHURSHEED WANI n SRINAGAR

ow to moderate turnout was recorded in the
second of the four-phased municipal body
L
elections in Jammu & Kashmir on Wednesday
with only 3.4 per cent voters turning to polling
booths in Kashmir valley while Jammu region
witnessing enthusiastic 78.6 per cent turnout.
The overall percentage stayed at 31.3 per cent,
less than the 56.7 per cent turnout in the inaugural phase of the polls held on October 8.
The voting was held amid boycott call by
the separatists and decision of two mainstream
parties—National Conference (NC) and Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) to stay away from the
process. The polling began at 6 am, minutes
before the sunrise. The timing had been revised
without giving any reason but some leaders said
the timing was adjusted to broaden room for
manipulation.
“Overall 30 per cent polling was witnessed
in the Phase-II of Municipal Polls-2018 across
J&K. In Jammu division, 76 per cent polling
was witnessed in 214 wards while Kashmir division witnessed average 3 per cent polling in 49
wards with Bandipora recording the highest of
35.6 per cent voting,” an official spokesman
quoting Chief Electoral Officer Shaleen Kabra
said.
The highest polling percentage of 84.8
per cent was recorded in Reasi, the
CEO said.
“The cumulative polling percentage in both
phases is 47.2 per cent with 67.7 per cent voting recorded in Jammu division and 8.3 per
cent in Kashmir division,” he said.
In the absence of NC and PDP, the contest
is mainly between Congress and BJP candidates
in Kashmir valley. The BJP has fielded several Kashmiri Hindu candidates who are living
outside Kashmir since 1989.
At Government Girls Higher Secondary
School, Rani Bagh in Anantnag, 62-year-old
Sheila Koul Handoo was at the center of attention as she waited for voters to turn up. “I know
I have won as I have managed over 450 migrant
votes. But I am waiting for at least one blessing vote from Kashmir,” a newspaper quoted
Handoo as saying. A former BJP councilor
from Jammu, Handoo has specially arrived in
Kashmir to contest the ULB elections.
The authorities had designated 544 polling
stations across the State with 270 polling stations in Kashmir Valley and 274 in Jammu division. The second phase sealed the fate of 1029
candidates for 263 Municipal wards. While 881
candidates contested from Jammu region, the
valley remained low on the count of contestants
as 148 candidates were in fray.

CUSTOMERS TO HAVE
GREATER SAY
UNDER RERA IN UP
From Page 1
circuits to attract investments and generate
jobs. “We have to set a target to attract investments of Rs 5,000 crore in tourism every year
for which the government has amended
Tourism Policy-2018,” Additional Chief
Secretary (Tourism) Awanish Awasthi said.
He also said that the government was also
promoting 'Home Stay' concept which would
be the main attraction during the coming
Pravasi Bharatiya Summit at Varanasi in
January. The government also hiked reservation of molasses in the next cane crushing season by reserving 10 per cent for country liquor
and 2.5 per cent for Indian made foreign liquor
(IMFL) units. Previously, it was 10 per cent for
country liquor and 2 per cent for IMFL.
The government also decided to give `48
lakh for organising annual fair at Ma
Patehswari Devi temple at Balrampur, `30 lakh
for Vindhyavasini Devi temple in Mirzapur and
`60 lakh for Naimisharanya in Sitapur.
The government approved a proposal
under public-private participation (PPP) concept to set up a unit to produce crude oil from
plastic waste in Lucknow. It will be the first of
its kind and will be set up at a cost of `100 crore
on PPP model. The state government will provide 30 per cent subsidy to the unit.
The government also approved piped
drinking water facility in Jhansi Nagar Nigam
area by bringing water from Mata Tila dam.
The project, which will cost `600 crore, will
continue till 2048. The UP government also
gave its nod for amendment to State Goods and
Services tax to give relief to small traders in 24
sections of four categories. The composition
scheme has been hiked from `1 crore to `1.5
crore and will include the service sector also
while traders with out turn up to `5 crore will
get three months’ time to file their returns.
For Allahabad Kumbh, the government has
approved `5.75 crore for developing infrastructure facilities for pilgrim at four mutts in
the city while another `264 crore has been
sanctioned for temporary constructions in the
Mela area.

that his client was ready to
bury the hatchet, but he would
not apologise.
The alleged incident had
taken place at the Wankhede
stadium on the evening of May
30, 2014 during an Indian
Premier League (IPL) match.
In a formal complaint
lodged with the Marine Drive
police on June 12, 2014, Zinta
had a l leged t hat Wadia
grabb ed her hand and
abused her in full public view
at the Wankhede stadium.
Later on June 24, the police
had recorded the actress’

supplementary statement and
through her, recreated the
sequence of events involving run-in between her and
Ness that took place on May
30.
Zinta and Wadia are coowners of the IPL team Kings
XI Punjab. Among other
things, Zinta had alleged that
Wadia was abusing the team
staff over ticket distribution
when she asked him to calm
down as their team was winning. Wadia, however, allegedly abused and molested her by
grabbing her arm.
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Why suppress right to historical knowledge?

It’s all Maya

While India has touched benchmarks in many fields, the fact that the Government continues to confiscate modern Indian history not only demonstrates immaturity but shows lack of self-confidence
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A Congress-BSP tie-up for 2019 is vital for both parties
whatever the fate of the mahagathbandhan might be
aying tribute to the founder of the Bahujan Samaj Party Kanshi Ram on his
12th death anniversary in the Capital on Tuesday, party chief Mayawati in
effect fired the opening salvo in negotiations with the Congress for a prepoll alliance for the 2019 Lok Sabha election when she iterated that the BSP will
not “beg for seats” to seal the tie-up. Coming as this does on top of the unilateral decision of the BSP supremo to go it alone for the Assembly elections in
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, a once-bitten Congress fielded
leaders such as Raj Babbar to emphasise the “respect” the party and its leadership has for the BSP, a “national party”, and its “national president”. “The party
will have talks on an alliance with her with all due respect. She will never have
to beg for an alliance,” Babbar said. Behind this public exchange, aimed mainly at sussing out each other’s negotiating stance and sending out a message to
the cadre to keep them enthused, the electoral reality is that both parties need
each other for the Lok Sabha poll regardless of the fate of the attempt at larger
Opposition unity i.e. the mahagathbandhan.
The math is easy to do. The Congress polled 19.3 per cent of the popular
vote in the 2014 General Election in the face of 10 years of anti-incumbency and
a Narendra Modi wave while the BSP, which emerged as the third-largest party
nationally in terms of vote share, got 4.1 per cent. In terms of seats, though, it
was a debacle for both parties with the Congress winning only 44 and the BSP
failing to open its account. It’d the chemistry, though, that’s crucial, because the
voter base of the BSP among Dalit communities across parts of North and Central
India is also an essential component of the erstwhile core social coalition, along
with Muslims and Brahmins, of the Congress which is now keen to rebuild that
support base. More to the point, however, is that as a combine, a CongressBSP alliance would not only better its vote share and seats tally but also acquire
sizeable heft in the inner wrangling which is sure to take place in the unwieldy
mahagathbandhan of Opposition parties against the BJP if it does come to fruition
whether partially or wholly. For the Lok Sabha poll, a Congress-BSP alliance could
hope to well in the States of Uttar Pradesh (along with the Samajwadi Party it
would be a monster coalition), Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh (even more formidable with Ajit Jogi’s regional party in tow). In
States such as Delhi and Karnataka too the BSP could help augment seats for
the alliance especially if in the latter the JDS-Congress-BSP alliance holds. Given
the potential, this is an alliance which is in all likelihood going to be formalised
before the 2019 General Election. In fact, the Congress, which is still trying to
arrange informal, on-the-ground coordination with the BSP for the Madhya Pradesh
Assembly poll where officially the BSP has announced it is going it alone, is possibly waiting for the Assembly polls in the Hindi heartland States to end before
beginning an assiduous political wooing of Mayawati.
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CLAUDE
ARPI
ne of the biggest failures of the
present Government has been its
ignorance of the importance of
post-Independence history. Four
years after it was elected to bring
about some transparency, hardly anything has
changed in this field. Take for example the VK
Krishna Menon Papers, held at the Nehru
Memorial Museum & Library (NMML); they
are still kept under wraps and remain inaccessible to researchers and scholars.
The situation is so ridiculous that when
the Selected Works of Jawaharlal Nehru published a large corpus of historical documents
(more than 300 pages) related to Zhou Enlai’s
visit in India in April 1960, the crucial meetings with Menon were unavailable. Why
should the fact that Menon often humiliated
competent Armed Forces’ officers, in some
cases with the backing of the Prime Minister,
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be kept secret?
In many ways, Menon with his wellknown arrogance and brashness was responsible for the debacle against China in 1962,
but nothing has been done to unearth the
‘truth’. Why has the Government not bothered
to open the Krishna Menon Papers? The reality is that very few politicians or bureaucrats
are interested in modern history (it has sadly
been true for all Governments since
Independence); the distant past of the
Mahabharata is perhaps too attractive.
More than four months after the Central
Information Commission (CIC) directed the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) to make
public the records of the Raj Narain
Committee — constituted in 1977 to look into
the mysterious death of former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri in 1966 in
Tashkent — nothing has happened.
We are facing two issues here: One, no
interest of the Government (this includes the
Ministry of External Affairs) about modern
history; two, very few scholars have the necessary knowledge to go through the files to
decide if there is anything which can jeopardise India’s ‘security’ or ‘national interests’. In
my experience of years of working in the
archives, particularly with the Jawaharlal
Nehru Collection (known as Nehru Papers
and available at the NMML), very few docu-

Facade crumbles
With Amrapali directors finally being sent to police remand, the
Supreme Court displays that it is fed up with delaying tactics
his is a classic tale of the walls coming crashing down on a high-flying group.
Once upon a time, the Amrapali Group of real-estate developers had signed
up Indian cricket captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni, who was then as he is
now, an icon of a newly-confident India. Dhoni had lifted the World Cup in Mumbai
and his image on billboards and newspaper advertisements promoting Amrapali
developments were splashed across the NCR, where the group was building several high-profile new buildings, particularly in the Noida and Greater Noida region.
However, when the bottom came crashing down on the real-estate market as
demand collapsed and the good times ended, Amrapali, which had diverted funds
from one project to another in the expectation that good times would never end,
found itself left without any money. The problem was that running out of money
meant that over 42,000 home buyers were left high and dry also, paying back
loans on home that did not exist, in many cases even the work on the buildings
had not even started. And as for Dhoni, he also claimed that the group owed
him `150 crore in fees, and much like the homeowners he was also cheated.
The case against the group has been winding its way through the Supreme
Court which demanded a forensic audit of the accounts of the company and
all its subsidiaries to find out where the money towards building homes went.
However, the court-appointed auditors found themselves stymied by the developers and their lawyers. But finally, the Supreme Court decided that enough
was enough and sent three directors of the company into police custody until
they share the accounts of the company. The company has dodged doing so
until now because possibly revealing the accounts will prove that the company did indeed, as many homebuyers allege, siphon off money into personal
accounts. However, the question is whether a few nights in the lock-up of a
Police Station change their minds? Even if it does, the fact is that as of today,
there is not much the Supreme Court can do to get the funds back towards
completing the buildings and the group is clearly not in a position to pay compensation to the homebuyers also. And this story is repeated across several
other groups as well. Contracting the public-sector NBCC towards finishing many
of the projects as the Supreme Court has said might provide succor in the longterm, the the navratna company, which is in the midst of finishing several major
projects in Delhi, might be overextended and take several years to complete
these projects and there are few answers to where the funds to complete the
projects will come from. Not only has the real-estate sector soured, continuing incidents like that of Amrapali, Unitech and Jaypee have shattered the confidence of homebuyers as well as potential homebuyers and not just in the NCR
but across the country. The Supreme Court might help and punish those who
cheated the homebuyers, whether they did so deliberately or not, but may not
be able to do anything to make the market regain confidence.
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ments (perhaps one out of tens of thousands)
would need to remain ‘classified’. Another
irony, the famous Henderson-Brooks report,
which for years has been circulating freely
from the Internet, is still classified. What does
it mean? Nobody in the Government has
taken the time to go through it. Why?
Because it is so much faster and easier to put
a blanket ‘classified’ tag on everything than
to make the effort to look into, keeping in
mind the ‘national interests’ and blackened a

POINTCOUNTERPOINT
Srinagar is getting a new Mayor who is a
foreign-educated person and if this leader
emerges, it will send jitters to NC and PDP.
—Jammu & Kashmir Governor
SATYA PAUL MALIK

These type of remarks are mainly responsible
for alienation of the people. It doesn’t behove
a Governor to say such things.
—PDP chief spokesperson
RAFI AHMAD MIR

It’s good that we are being honest about climate change but only to a point. In the ensuing
struggle between scientists and politicians, the executive summary gets toned down

BHAGYASHRI
DENGLE
hey still haven’t dropped the other
shoe. The ‘Special Report on Global
Warming of 1.5C’ contains terrifying forecasts about what will happen
when we reach an average global temperature one-and-a-half degrees Celsius higher than the pre-industrial average. (We are
now at +1oC.) But it still shies away from
talking about the feedback, the refugees,
and mass death.
The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) ordered this special report in 2015, after the Paris climate
agreement effectively admitted that the traditional target — stopping the warming
before it reaches two degrees Celsius
higher — had been set too high. By then,
bad things will already be happening.
So all the countries that want to stop
the warming before it goes runaway
(everybody except the United States) formally kept the ‘never exceed’ target of
+2oC, but said that Governments should
‘aspire’ to stop the warming earlier, at
+1.5oC. And they asked the IPCC to figure out how hard that would be.
The answer, revealed at a meeting in
South Korea on October 7, is: Very hard.
We have effectively wasted the past 30
years since the climate change threat first
became known and there is now very little time left. In order to skid to a halt,
before we hit +1.5oC, we will have to cut
our greenhouse gas emissions by almost
half (45 per cent) in the next 12 years.
To cut emissions that fast by 2030, we
would have to decide to close down all the
remaining coal-fired power plants
within the next two years. It would take
the next decade to get that done and get
the same energy from expanded renewable
sources (water, wind and solar), leaving us
just on track to reach zero emissions
by 2050.
Climate scientist John Skea, who
worked on the report, summed it up:
“Limiting warming to 1.5oC is possible
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within the laws of chemistry and physics,
but doing so would require unprecedented changes.” Changes of a scale that people would readily accept if they faced an
imminent invasion by Nazis or Martians
— but that they are less willing to make
when their whole environment is at risk.
Humans are funny that way.
The report is a bracing dose of realism in many ways. It effectively says that
we can’t afford to go anywhere near
+2oC. It talks bluntly about the need to
end all fossil fuel use, reforest vast tracts
of marginal land, and cut down on meateating. It even admits that we will probably have to resort to geo-engineering —
‘solar radiation management’, in the jargon.
“If mitigation efforts do not keep global mean temperature below 1.5oC,” says
the report, “solar radiation modification
can potentially reduce the climate impacts
of a temporary temperature overshoot, in
particular extreme temperatures, rate of
sea-level rise, and intensity of tropical
cyclones.” Pumping sulphur dioxide into
the stratosphere is a scary stuff, but so is
runaway warming.
So far, so good. At least it’s being hon-

est about the problem — but only up to a
point. ‘Not in front of the children’ is still
the rule for Governments when it comes
to talking about the mass movements of
refugees and the civil and international
wars that will erupt when the warming
cuts into the food supply. And they still
don’t want to talk openly about the feedback.
People forget that this is a governmental project run through the United
Nations — the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change — not just a scientific one.
Scientists write the body of the report, but
the executive summary (the only part that
most policy-makers and journalists will
ever read), is negotiated between the scientists and the Governments.
The Governments take climate change
very seriously these days, but they worry
that too much frankness about the cost in
lives of going past 1.5oC will create irresistible pressure on them to take radical
action now. In the ensuing struggle
between the scientists and the politicians,
the executive summary always gets toned
down.
What got removed from the summary this time was any mention of “significant population displacement concentrated in the tropics” at +2oC (ie mass
migrations away from stricken regions,
smashing up against borders elsewhere
that are slammed shut against the
refugees).
Even worse, ‘tipping points’ are barely mentioned in the report. These are the
dreaded feedback — loss of Arctic sea ice,
melting of the permafrost, carbon dioxide
and methane release from the oceans —
that would trigger unstoppable, runaway
warming.
They are called ‘feedback’ because they
are self-reinforcing processes that are
unleashed by the warming we have already
caused, and which we cannot shut off even
if we end all of our own emissions.
If you don’t go into the feedback, then
you can’t talk about runaway warming, and
going to four, five or six degrees Celsius
higher average global temperature, and
hundreds of millions or billions of deaths.
And if you don’t acknowledge that, then
you will not treat this as the emergency it
really is.
(The writer is an independent
journalist)

committee or by any other process, to get the
mystery probed and resolved”.
Probably nothing will happen, like in the
case of the Sikkim Papers, where the entire
record of the Political Officer in Sikkim
between 1895 and 1975 had ‘disappeared’.
While India has reached a great maturity in
many fields, the fact that the Government
continues to confiscate the history of modern India not only demonstrates immaturity
but also shows lack of self-confidence. I personally believe that the study of history of the
subcontinent could be one of the keys to disentangle difficult problems such as the
Kashmir issue and the border row with
China. Unfortunately, it is practically impossible to access genuine historical records.
Without rewriting history, it is important
to learn from past successes, victories, as well
as defeats. In fact, there is certainly more to
learn from blunders than success. A case worth
citing is Lt Gen SPP Thorat’s report about the
‘Chinese threat’ on India’s borders. On October
8, 1959, Thorat, then responsible for the
Eastern Command, sent a paper on the
defence of the North-East Frontier Agency
(NEFA) to the Army Chief who forwarded it
to the Minister. Thorat’s findings were outrightly rejected by Menon, and worse, Thorat
was accused of being an ‘alarmist and a warmonger’. Maj Gen VK Singh, who wrote

Undermining educators’ morale
Rahul Gandhi must be more circumspect in his comments on education administrators in the country and not drag politics into everything. If he wants to change the longestablished system of appointments, he should promise to do so when he is in power

IPCC: Drop the other shoe

50WORDEDIT Tales of corruption
Bihar deputy Chief Minister Sushil Modi’s 300-page
book, Lalu Leela, which was launched today, lists
details of multiple corruption cases against Lalu
Yadav and his family. The BJP leader has painstakingly detailed every alleged deal made by the RJD
chief and his close family members including properties acquired by them. This Diwali in Bihar the
traditional Ramlila may just get overshadowed!

WITHOUT REWRITING
HISTORY, IT IS
IMPORTANT TO LEARN
FROM PAST SUCCESSES,
VICTORIES, AS WELL AS
DEFEATS. IN FACT, THERE
IS CERTAINLY MORE TO
LEARN FROM BLUNDERS
THAN SUCCESS

few sentences, if necessary.
In fact, it would be in the ‘national interests’, if most of these so-called secret papers,
including the Krishna Menon Papers, were put
in the public domain or at least opened to genuine researchers. Interestingly, the CIC recently held that the “people’s right to know the truth
…cannot be brushed aside”. In its September
24 order, the Commission said that “in view
of the startling incidents that followed
(Shastri’s) mysterious death, such as killing of
his personal doctor and assistant in two separate ‘accidents’, disappearance of records of the
Rajya Sabha committee’s probe, and various significant points raised by journalists…and
Shastri’s wife Lalitha Shastri and other family
members, the Union Government has a duty
to explain to the nation why and how Lal
Bahadur Shastri died in Tashkent”.
The same ‘right to know’ should apply to
all papers more than 25-years-old. It is not that
India has no law; the Public Records Act
exists, but laws seem to have been made more
for the ‘common man’, than for Government
offices. In the Shastri case, the Government
was ordered “to place all the so-called ‘classified papers’ before the Prime Minister and
the Home Minister and recommended that
they “consider the fundamental right to
know and demand of the people, (and) to
declassify (them), either through an expert

CB
SHARMA
n one of his inter views,
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, while talking about
the selection criteria of vice-chancellors during the Bharatiya Janata
Party Government, made a remark
that “the sole qualification of vice
chancellor after vice-chancellor
chosen to lead India’s top universities is that they belong to the
RSS.” Nothing could be more
damaging to the Indian education
system than his remark and that
too when he considers himself to
be the future Prime Minister of the
country.
Through one statement, Rahul
Gandhi has denigrated the entire
higher education system and
exposed his lack of understanding
of the selection process of vicechancellors to the universities
under the Union Government. In
doing so, the Congress president
has not only damaged the reputation of the office of the vice-chancellor but also of the search-cumselection committee that is constituted to shortlist the most deserving academics to the higher education which sends them to the
President for consideration.
The search-cum-selection
committee members, one of which
(chairperson) is nominated by the
President, happens to be the visitor of the universities under the
Union Government. The rest two
are identified through a time-tested nomination process. The final
decision of selecting the vice-chancellor, however, rests with the
President. Hence, Rahul Gandhi
has also brought disrepute to the
office of the visitor.
The vice-chancellor of any
university is looked upon with
respect — he is the representative
and the leader of the academic
community. The Congress chief
has, therefore, maligned all the
vice-chancellors appointed since
May 2014. This writer made an
attempt to find out as to how many
of the serving vice-chancellors had
also been vice-chancellors before
2014. Data revealed that most of
those who are vice-chancellors
have been doing so before 2014.

I

Those who were not had occupied
important positions in universities
during 2014 when the Congress-led
UPA was in power.
What was the criteria for selection of vice-chancellors during the
Congress rule? Incidentally, a glaring case of a vice-chancellor came
to my mind who was a Muslim
from Jammu & Kashmir and was
appointed for the post soon after a
Kashmiri was hanged for antinational activities. This, people
thought then, and it appears true
now that it was an act to appease
the Muslims in Jammu & Kashmir.
The vice-chancellor was later
sent/went on leave for whatever
reasons and he appealed to the
court against his ‘removal’. Two former Union Cabinet Ministers were
helping him in the court of law to
defend his case.
Before 2014, most people felt
that 10 Janpath and Ahmed Patel,
a close confidant of the UPA
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi, influenced the selection process of
vice-chancellors. In retrospect, it
appears true. The Gandhi family
when in power influenced the
selection process of vice-chancellors, Rahul Gandhi believes it continues even now. He should have
refrained from making such a
remark and waited till he came to
power and change the process of
selection of vice-chancellors if he
felt so strongly about it.
Rahul Gandhi also expressed
his concern that the Vidya Bharati
schools, that are run by the RSS had
been teaching content not in the
national interest. He questioned
their funding as well. He has again
erred in his understanding. The
Vidya Bharati schools are the successors, in the true sense, of the
national schools set up by Gandhiji
during the freedom struggle. Again,
he is not aware that the schools are
run by the funds collected through
fees and contributions of a large
number of people. Why has he
never asked similar questions to
other chain of schools established
with religious objectives? He is simply exposing himself by venturing
into such areas.
Rahul Gandhi also lamented
that the present Government has
not set up any institution worthy
of reference as his Government had
done by establishing the IITs and
the IIMs. This is no achievement
to be counted in the history of 70
years of Independent India. IITs
deserve to be praised but not the

decision of the then Government,
as this was done at the cost of those
millions of children who remained
out of school because the major
portion of the education Budget
was spent on creating such elite
institutions.
The money should have been
ideally spent on schools especially primary schools. Rahul Gandhi
is blissfully ignorant of the silent
revolution taking place in education. Among the major paradigm
shifts in education is the use of
information and communication
technology in education.
The creation of the Study Webs
of Active–Learning for Young
Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM), massive open online course (MOOC)
platform and development of the
(Indian) content on it for education
is a landmark development. There
are more than three million learners using this platform which is far
ahead of the other platforms from
other developed nations.
The C ongress president
should be advised to catch up. The
beneficiaries of this and similar
other digital initiatives are learners who could not be provided the
luxury of sitting in Nehru/Gandhi
institutions created in towns and

THROUGH ONE
STATEMENT, RAHUL
GANDHI HAS
DENIGRATED THE
ENTIRE HIGHER
EDUCATION SYSTEM
AND EXPOSED HIS
LACK OF
UNDERSTANDING OF
THE SELECTION
PROCESS OF
VICE-CHANCELLORS
TO UNIVERSITIES
UNDER THE UNION
GOVERNMENT

cities established over 70 years.
Learners are now able to access
books and documents from
remote locations which they could
not do otherwise. Rahul Gandhi is
still thinking in terms of brick and
mortar institutions.
In his very first address to
Parliament, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had revealed his
vision of education for India and
the sub-continent. He had said that
India would launch a satellite for
education which will reach education not only to all parts of the
country, but to the neighbouring
South Asian countries as well. The
Ministry of Human Resource
Development launched a bouquet
of 32 direct-to-home (DTH) educational television channels on
July 7, 2017.
There are more than 30 million
(three crore) views of video lectures
broadcast through these channels.
Education is being made available
at much lower cost to the less privileged and the marginalised
through digital initiatives now
than ever before.
It is important to remind that
similar planning was done by the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) Government during 1999-

2004. A satellite dedicated to education was planned and launched
in 2004 immediately after the
NDA went out of office. The
capabilities of the EduSat
remained unutilised and the satellite was burnt out in 2011.
Education could have reached the
masses at a minimal cost but this
did not suit the decision makers
because they were interested in
creating more buildings and buying more computers.
Research by educationist
Professor Pawan Sharma carried
out on 10 districts on eastern Uttar
Pradesh reveals that the state of
primary education is the worst in
Amethi. Does Gandhi still want
the education Budget to go into
the hands of builders and mafia so
that the children remain illiterate?
The initiatives taken in the last
four years have benefited more
learners than the initiatives in the
last 50 years. To prove the point
further one needs to look at the
training of teachers.
The Right to Education Act
was passed during the UPA II in
2009 and the Government
promised to train all primary
teachers within five years, as this
was a mandatory condition. The
Government could not make provision for training of more than a
few lakh teachers up to the deadline of March 31, 2015. The present Government decided to provide training to nearly 15 lakh
teachers through the digital initiatives and they have all successfully completed two-third of their
studies and by the end of March
2019 they will all be provided the
required training as per the Right
to Education (RTE) Act.
To call academics RSS or
Congress is an insult. Academics
at best can have ideological stand
based on their understanding but
they not be called RSS or Congress
men. Gandhi and the like in politics should not make such loose
comments about academics and
academia.
If India has not fared well in
Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA) as well as Times
Higher Education World University
Rankings, it is because Rahul
Gandhi and the like keep making
such remarks, lowering the image
and morale of academia.
(The writer is Professor of
Education at Indira Gandhi
National Open University, New
Delhi. Views are personal)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
SHORTCUT TO POLLUTION
Sir — It is a depressing that despite the
Government’s ban on stubble burning,
farmers in States of Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have
been burning paddy to get rid of the
residue before they sow the winter
crop. It is a matter of fact that for the
Farmers in our country, stubble burning is the quickest and easiest option
to make their fields ready for the next
crop. The problem, however, is that
the smog generated from the burning
is an environmental hazard. High pollution levels in Delhi and NCR make

the air highly toxic. Inferior air quality not only impacts the lives of
human beings, but also affects our
crops and forests.
As it is Delhi has a higher pollution level due to high vehicular density on its roads. And now since the
new crop season is about to begin,
burning of crop stubble will only
aggravate the problem. The
Government, the law enforcement
agencies and concerned authorities
must enforce stringent measures so as
to put an end to this exercise.
Devendra Khurana
Bhopal

Climate change: Act now or perish in the process

LEAVE IT TO AYYAPPA
Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Divided they stand” (October 10).
Notwithstanding the Supreme Court’s
order on Sabarimala, one is sanguine
that not many women would make it
to the temple. This not because of fear
but for some other reason.
One must understand that visit to
any temple is dictated by the divine call.
Unless one gets the signal, it is impossible for him/her to make the visit. Take
for example, How often does one visit
a temple nearby one’s home? May be
a few times, but definitely not on a reg-

his refers to the editorial, “Heat is on”
(October 9). The UN’s climate change
report has come as a stark warning that
unless drastic action is taken quickly to get
our acts together and limit global warming
to 1.5 degree Celsius above pre-industrial
levels, as against two degree Celsius
agreed upon, the future of the planet will be
imperilled. The very survival of humans and
other life-forms hinges on the efforts made
now to bring down man-made global
warming to permissible limits. It is no

T

hyperbole to say that the accumulation of
carbon in the atmosphere due to acceleration of carbon-intensive economy is a recipe
to the end of the human civilisation itself.
Extreme weather patterns and events
advertise the reality of climate change. The
phenomenon is real and not a hoax. The existential threat posed by climatic disruption
calls for reduction in coal-fired energy and
oil consumption, greater reliance on renewable sources of energy, such as wind and
solar power, sustainable land management

and changes in modes of transport and food
habits. Climate justice demands that the affluent countries that, by their gargantuan consumption, caused the climate crisis should
adhere to ‘common but differentiated
responsibilities’ and make ‘climate reparations’ to the impoverished countries. As
inhabitants of this part of the world, we have
more reason to worry and push for action
to mitigate global warming.
G David Milton
Maruthancode

ular basis. And if one does visit the
temple regularly, it can be construed
that he/she is a blessed soul.
In the case of women, those who
are blessed to visit Sabarimala, will trek
the hill temple without any doubt.
There is no point in precipitating the
issue further. One should leave the matter to the presiding deity of Sabarimala
to adjudicate. He is the best judge. Since
the matter has come to such a pass, let
lord Ayyappa decide. After all we are
his devotees and our own entry into
Sabarimala must be decided by him.
VS Jayaraman
Chennai

OLD TRADITION MUST GO
Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Divided they stand” (October 10).
Restricting the entry of women of a certain age into the Sabarimala in the name
of tradition shows our patriarchal mindset. When sati, child marriages and other
such practices were criminalised, its time
that this tradition too undergoes changes
for the greater good.
Anand
Via email
Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Thorat’s biography, noted that the latter had
provided a time-table showing “how the
defences would fall day by day in case the
Chinese attacked”. He had also advocated the
use of the Air Force to counter China.
Sometimes, one is lucky. I recently came
across a file of the visit of Kushok Bakula
Rinpoche to Tibet in 1956; his secretary DD
Khosla brought to the notice of the
Government, the existence of the Aksai Chin
road: “The Chinese Government have secretly circulated a new map of Tibet among their
official organisations and the pro-Chinese
Institutions — in which they have shown the
whole of Aksai Chin (Soda Plains) hump as
a part of Tibet.” The information was dismissed by the Indian Embassy in Beijing, but
the point is that it was known to the Nehru
Government that China had built road on the
Indian territory several years before the
issue came to Parliament.
Why is the present Government protecting the Congress for blunders committed
more than 60 years ago? This, I am unable to
understand. The only solution would be to
create under the PMO, an office of the historian, which would make sure that the Indian
laws pertaining to records are scrupulously
respected. Just a Dream!
(The writer is an expert on India-China
relations and an author)

Heat waves: Soon
to become a norm
While India alone cannot alter the
global trajectory of climate
change, it can make enormous
difference by undertaking
measures on the home front

KOTA
SRIRAJ

et another report has warned that severe climate related extremities are in
the offing in the near future — this time a Nobel Prize-winning panel of scientists has warned that the deadly heat waves that hit India and Pakistan
in 2015 could become yearly events if global temperatures rise more than two
degree Celsius compared to pre-industrial levels. The Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC), a UN body, specifically named Kolkata and Karachi
in the new report. The two cities can expect annual conditions equivalent to their
2015 heat waves if temperatures cross the two-degree mark. The special IPCC
report is not the first to warn about these upcoming weather anomalies and definitely won’t be the last. However, what nations across the world will do to evade
these extremities, is of importance.
A current day average temperature rise of 1.5 degrees across the year as
compared to pre-industrial times will mean extremely difficult days for the specified cities. Heat waves will become a norm and would bring a host of problems,
such as drying up of groundwater, besides having irreversible impact on crop yield
and creating severe power deficit. These adverse conditions will eventually have
a telling impact on the economy, leading to the commerce and industry suffering
which in turn will see per capita income get into a free fall. All these events are
connected to the temperature rise, which is expected to occur between 2050.
According to the scientists associated with the IPCC and the authors of the special report, the 2015 Paris Agreement was a step in the right direction in its resolve
to limit global temperature rise to below two degrees. However, not all nations
are realising just how tough it is going to be to actually implement the vision. It is
estimated that extraordinary measures are needed and unprecedented all pervasive changes are required to bring about the two-degree temperature limit into
reality. The countries also do not have much time, especially those that are already
at the threshold of peaking temperatures and rapidly changing climate conditions.
India and Pakistan have already reached there.
In 2015, as the Paris Agreement was being deliberated, India and Pakistan
experienced heat wave conditions that ended up killing over 3,600 people in just
three months. The depth and gravity of this tragic event, though suffered by the
victim nations, could not register on the Western world whose carbon footprint is
also way to high at the moment. But these conditions may change very rapidly
as research organisations are suggesting that apart from India and Pakistan, potentially deadly heat waves are likely to substantially increase across the world inflicting sudden and unprecedented damage on human lives.
The IPCC report, written by 91 authors from 40 countries, speaks of risks of
failing climate conditions leading to increased coastal flooding and the salinisation of riverbeds, apart from increased heat waves. The South Asian region, where
millions of vulnerable people live and work outdoors, is especially at risk for all of
this. In response, the Indian State Governments have been working on action plans
and raising awareness about best practices for heat waves. India’s National Disaster
Management Authority has set a zero-mortality goal for heat waves, which is seeing a good progress. This is crucial as between 1992 and 2016, heat waves caused
nearly 26,000 deaths in India alone, and 2016 and 2017 went on to become the
hottest recorded years in the country’s history. Earlier this year, temperatures once
again soared well above 40°C in States such as Rajasthan in the west and Andhra
Pradesh in the south, threatening lives of millions. The Government must take
cognizance of this and show its concern in the form of concrete steps in addition
to passive measures to rein in runaway temperatures in the Indian region. A recent
study by IIT Gandhinagar found that heat waves in India alone will increase 30fold by 2100. Given this disturbing prediction, it is critical that the Government takes
immediate steps to check decreasing green cover, excess concretisation, loss of
wetlands and rising air pollution having a cumulative effect in causing the heat
island effect across the country.
It may be difficult for India to not change the global trajectory of climate change
and not alter the opinions of other nations pertaining to the consequences of rising temperatures and the associated urgency with which solution needs to be found.
However, it can make an enormous difference by undertaking path-breaking measures on a large scale on the home front. Afforestation and urban tree plantation
drives must be taken up on a target-based scale; States and cities must have
quantifiable targets on how much green cover they have been able to increase
in a year. This should be linked to the benefits, subsidies and grants that they
usually get from the Centre. This target-driven mechanism must also be extended to wetlands and groundwater recharge. To ensure that the end of the year audit
is transparent and accurate, independent environmentalists and foreign subject
matter experts must be included in the audit panel that assesses the annual performance of a state. Accountability always delivers performance and to save the
environment and arrest rising temperatures, we all must be accountable. This alone
can deliver us from the searing heat waves that are threatening to become a norm
in future.
(The writer is an environmental journalist)
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Google to bring Pixel 3, 3 XL
to India next month
G
PTI n NEW DELHI

oogle has unveiled the
third generation of its
Pixel smartphone —
Pixel 3 and Pixel 3 XL — that
will make their way into the
Indian market from November
1 as the tech giant looks to cash
in on the burgeoning premium
mobile phone market in the
country.
The smartphones, which
will compete in the premium
segment with devices like
Apple’s iPhone XS as well as
Samsung’s Note 9, are priced
`71,000 onwards and promise
better design and enhanced
camera and processor functionalities.
Google unveiled the smart-

phones on Tuesday late evening
at an event in New York. The
US-based company has also
unveiled a Pixel Slate tablet and
a Pixelbook laptop along with
a Google Home Hub device at
the event.
In India, the 64GB version
of Pixel 3 will be priced at
`71,000, while 128GB variant
will be available for `80,000. The
64GB version of Pixel 3 XL is
priced at `83,000 and the 128GB
will be available for `92,000,
Google said in a statement.
Interestingly, Apple had
launched its latest iPhone XS
and iPhone XS Max in India in
September with prices starting
`99,900 and `1,09,900, respectively. Samsung Note 9, on the
other hand, was launched

`67,900 onwards.
According to research firm
Counterpoint, the premium
smartphone segment (priced
`30,000 onwards) in India witnessed over 20 per cent volume
growth in 2017 over 2016.
The premium category was
the second fastest growing
segment (after the `10,00015,000 category), while it
expanded by 28 per cent in
value terms in 2017, as per
Counterpoint.
Apple, OnePlus and
Samsung account for a lion’s
share of the overall premium
market segment in the Indian
market.
Google will continue to sell
the Pixel 2 XL (64GB) at
`45,499.

GOME partners
Agaston Mobile
to tap Indian into
smartphone market

Rupee depreciation: Tata Motors to take
a call on price hike later this year

New Delhi (PTI): Chinese
consumer electronics company
GOME has inked an exclusive
distribution partnership with
Agaston Mobile to tap into the
burgeoning `6,000-12,000 (midprice range) smartphone segment in India. With Agaston
Mobile, which already sells
mobile phones under the
‘Tambo’ brand name in the sub`6,000 category, GOME will
launch two smartphones later
this month in offline retail channel. Agaston Mobile India CEO
Sudhir Kumar said the GOME’s
C series of smartphones featured
‘Face Me’ technology that provides users the option to hide
data including gallery, incoming
calls and details on the notification lock screen from others.

... drives in new Maruti Ciaz takes top slot in
Tigor at `5.20L

Foodpanda eyes delivery network
of 5 lakh partners by year 2020
New Delhi (PTI): Online food ordering and delivery platform Foodpanda on
Wednesday said it had onboarded 60,000
delivery partners in five weeks and aimed
to expand its network to five lakh partners
by 2020. The Ola-owned company, which
competes with the likes of Swiggy and
Zomato, said it had set a target of onboarding 60,000 additional partners across
India in two months.
“On the back of increased demand on

NIFTY 50
SCRIP
OPEN HIGH
BAJAJFINSV 5,455.00 6,014.00
BAJFINANCE 2,100.00 2,305.70
ZEEL
434.25
465
EICHERMOT 21,327.30 22,810.00
AXISBANK
553.95
590.8
SBIN
261.6 280.45
TITAN
746 796.35
HINDPETRO
172.65
185
YESBANK
229
237
MARUTI
6,748.00 7,050.00
ICICIBANK
307.1 322.95
ADANIPORTS
318.7
332.9
UPL
605
625
IBULHSGFIN
964.4 988.85
BPCL
258.9 273.55
KOTAKBANK 1,113.50 1,146.60
VEDL
213.3 220.65
TATAMOTORS
186 190.95
LT
1,227.00 1,265.90
ASIANPAINT 1,205.90 1,240.85
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,560.00 2,628.90
INDUSINDBK 1,612.00 1,666.85
BHARTIARTL
289
303.8
NTPC
161.7 166.65
HINDALCO
225
228.2
HDFC
1,717.40 1,768.00
HDFCBANK
1,945.00 1,982.25
JSWSTEEL
372 382.75
ONGC
146.1 151.45
TATASTEEL
573.15
587.8
RELIANCE
1,093.90 1,115.85
DRREDDY
2,465.00 2,514.05
HEROMOTOCO 2,918.00 2,993.65
GAIL
335.45
340.9
IOC
123
128.2
ITC
269.9 271.15
HINDUNILVR 1,512.50 1,543.20
GRASIM
902
915
TECHM
692.1
714
POWERGRID
186.2 188.95
CIPLA
639.35
651
M&M
768
774.6
ULTRACEMCO 3,782.00 3,829.00
COALINDIA
271.5
276.8
SUNPHARMA
610
619.5
WIPRO
320.4 320.75
HCLTECH
1,059.00 1,063.05
TCS
2,100.00 2,105.95
INFY
719.9
719.9
INFRATEL
268.45
276

LOW
5,430.00
2,100.00
434.25
21,327.30
552.85
261.2
740
171.5
219.4
6,723.25
304.5
316
605
945
256
1,112.25
213.25
185.05
1,223.70
1,180.90
2,556.00
1,604.20
284.2
161.25
222.5
1,716.65
1,935.50
371.4
146.1
573.15
1,084.30
2,456.00
2,907.90
330.5
122.05
267.2
1,490.55
893.15
691.05
186.2
633.3
750.9
3,725.00
270.3
593
310.15
1,038.55
2,029.00
695.4
256.5

LTP CHANGE
5,980.00
550.9
2,256.95
196.1
465
32.2
22,640.00 1,554.30
588.8
35.95
277.3
14.35
790
40.5
179.35
8.1
234.85
10.2
6,997.00 297.55
319
12.75
329.5
10.75
623.8
19.7
976
29.7
265.2
8
1,140.00
31.55
218.05
5.95
189.25
4.9
1,251.00
29.95
1,226.00
24.6
2,600.00
51.15
1,639.90
32
294.15
5.15
164.35
2.65
227.75
3.5
1,738.90
26.15
1,968.40
27.8
376.4
5
148.6
1.95
579.5
7
1,103.00
12.95
2,480.95
26.8
2,919.95
28.2
336.15
2.65
123.6
0.95
270.5
2
1,523.05
10.6
907.7
5.65
699
2.9
187
0.45
639.65
0.3
764.9
0.1
3,779.85
-2.15
273.5
-0.45
601.95
-7.8
316.9
-4.75
1,050.85 -17.55
2,044.00
-47.8
700.35
-17.4
258.7
-7.8

NIFTY NEXT 50
SCRIP
OPEN
HIGH
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SUNTV
613.2
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BANDHANBNK
498 521.35
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590.1
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22.7
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105
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318.5
335
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34.25
36.45
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61,521.00 64,300.00
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5,475.00 5,750.00
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110.9
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394.65
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294.7 304.05
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108
110.6
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HDFCLIFE
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204.1
210.6
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600 616.95
OIL
193
202.6
HINDZINC
274 279.65
MCDOWELL-N 463.05
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772
785
CADILAHC
380.95
387.8
BOSCHLTD 18,400.00 18,814.45
OFSS
3,981.45 4,011.00
NIACL
201.4
206
COLPAL
1,049.55 1,061.45
PETRONET
213.55
217.3
DMART
1,365.00 1,385.95
ACC
1,455.10 1,482.60
GICRE
315.5
323.9
LUPIN
874.95
885
ABB
1,360.55 1,373.00
MOTHERSUMI 238.35
240.8
PGHH
8,946.00 9,094.20
SHREECEM 15,844.60 15,844.60

LOW
966
2,195.55
561.45
125.5
660.65
76.65
736.15
153.55
404.05
612.2
493.05
62.7
535.95
70.5
590.1
22.65
105
316.95
916.05
33.05
61,521.00
5,464.05
110.55
391.55
291.25
107.3
891.7
361.05
737.3
92.8
203.15
595.3
190.05
271.55
463.05
761.25
376.85
18,311.25
3,966.50
201.4
1,042.15
209.6
1,356.40
1,446.95
315.5
855
1,335.10
224.4
8,888.00
15,285.50

LTP CHANGE
1,079.30 123.45
2,425.20 260.95
611.85
48
133.95
10.15
720
50.9
81.6
5.7
789
54.35
164
10.5
429.95
27
646.85
36.15
514.8
27.95
67.15
3.6
570.35
30.05
74.15
3.9
618.5
31.35
23.8
1.2
110.5
5.5
332.45
15.5
957.95
43.7
35.7
1.25
64,199.00 2,201.70
5,705.45
194.2
114.55
3.7
405.3
12.9
302.7
8.1
110
2.8
914.35
22.5
370.45
9.1
742
17.55
95.5
2.25
209.35
4.65
611.3
12.85
198.55
4
279
5.55
471
8.8
781
14.25
384.2
3.25
18,569.65
125.2
3,980.00
24.65
204
1.05
1,054.65
4.9
212.75
0.9
1,371.65
-0.85
1,460.10
-5.75
316
-1.6
860.55
-8.35
1,341.40
-13.1
232.5
-2.85
8,888.00 -135.6
15,474.00 -270.6

its platform and rapid geographic expansion ahead, this target stands achieved,
making Foodpanda India’s largest food
delivery network...aims to grow this network to 5,00,000 by 2020,” it added.
Over the past weeks, Foodpanda has
expanded its delivery network to 13 new
cities — including Jaipur, Chandigarh,
Kanpur, Lucknow, Indore, Ahmedabad
and Nashik among others — as part of its
expansion strategy from the previous

network of seven cities. Foodpanda claims
to process over 3 lakh orders a day from
more than 25,000 restaurant partners.
“Delivery partners are key to our mission of bringing the best food experience
from our restaurant partners to our consumers... Foodpanda is committed to creating over 500,000 opportunities for delivery partners over the next couple of
years,” Foodpanda India CEO Pranay
Jivrajka said.

premium sedan segment

PTI n NEW DELHI

ven as rupee depreciation is
adding to the stress in the
automobile market, Tata
Motors will evaluate passing on
its impact to consumers only
around December to avoid
price hike during the festive
season, a senior company official said on Wednesday.
The company, which introduced an upgraded version of its
compact sedan Tigor priced
between `5.20 lakh and `7.38
lakh (ex-showroom), is also
looking at launching a premium
hatchback next year to widen its
product offering.
“That’s a stress. Till a point
we can absorb and we will
absorb, but otherwise we are
running a sustainable project
and we have to win sustainably,”
Tata Motors president, passenger vehicles business unit,
Mayank Pareek told PTI. He was
responding to a question on the
impact of rupee depreciation
against the dollar on the company’s cost of imports.
Pareek further said, “We
have about 25-30 per cent
import content both directly and
indirectly.”
Commenting on the market
sentiment, he said there was

E

New Delhi (PTI): The country’s largest carmaker Maruti
Suzuki India (MSI) on Wednesday said its premium sedan Ciaz
had sold over 24,000 units in the first half of the ongoing financial year to lead the sales in the segment. The model currently
accounts for 28.8 per cent market share in the premium sedan
segment, the MSI said in a statement. The company introduced
the version of the sedan in August and received over 10,000 bookings in the first month itself.
“With a sale of over 24,000 units in the first half of this fiscal (2018-19), Ciaz has taken the pole position in the A3+ segment this year so far,” MSI senior executive director (marketing and sales) RS Kalsi said.
The company has sold over 2.34 lakh units of the sedan since
launching it in 2014. It is retailed through the company’s NEXA
network. Maruti Ciaz competes with the likes of Honda City and
Hyundai Verna.

Datsun rolls out refreshed
versions of Datsun GO & GO+
Mumbai (PTI): Datsun, the sister brand of Japanese auto major
Nissan, on Wednesday rolled out the refreshed versions of Datsun
GO and Datsun GO+, at introductory prices of `3.29 lakh and `3.83
lakh, respectively. The deliveries of the refreshed cars, which come
with 28 new features and over 100 upgrades, commenced from
Wednesday from all Nissan and Datsun dealerships across the country. The new Datsun GO and Datsun GO+ are equipped with new
features and upgrades for a more comfortable and safe driving experience and come with a standard warranty of two years ‘Datsun
Care’ comprehensive all-inclusive car service package.
“stress” due to factors such as
high fuel prices and non-availability of vehicle finance.
“However, at Tata Motors

we are looking forward to a good
festive season on the back of the
actions we have taken up, such
as introduction of new products

to build on the growth we have
had this year,” Pareek said. In the
second quarter, when the industry PV sales have declined by 3.2
per cent, Tata Motors grew by
19.1 per cent, he added.
On the new Tigor, Pareek
said the company expects the
model to be a strong player in
the compact sedan segment
which has witnessed growth in
the last two years after witnessing a decline previously.
“Customers had moved to
compact SUV from compact
sedan. However, in the last twothree years, with the introduction of new exciting products,
people have again started buying products in this segment,” he
added.
The new Tigor will be available in petrol version powered
by 1.2 litre engine and diesel
with 1.05 litre powertrain. The
petrol variants of the model are
priced between `5.20 lakh and
`6.65 lakh, while the diesel
trims are tagged between `6.09
lakh and `7.38 lakh.
On new product plans,
Pareek said the company was
looking to fill gaps in its portfolio
to enhance its presence in the
overall market segments.
While Tata Motors is gearing up to launch its SUV Harrier
early next year, Pareek said,
“We are still not present in the
premium hatchback segment,
which is also something we will
look to address next year.”
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BSE: SENSEX
Open
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High
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Low
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Current value
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Previous close
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Change (Pts)

461.42

Change (%)
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VITAL STATS
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32877
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SILVER
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85.26

97.63
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3.85
5.7
1094.7
12.45
0.8
235.55
-18.65
0.95
3.6
165.85
1.18
-72.75
12.15
2.65
42.75
26.75
3.7
1.95
3.3
0.8
7.5
8.2

-0.05
3.88
4.04
5.43
0.15
4.5
1.64
4.88
1.39
7.68
0.26
10.68
2.61
0.8
1.39
0.55
0.77
2.37
0.12
1.19
6.41
6.79
3.77
5.36
1.41
10.91
-2.61
0.45
4.86
6.44
8.39
-0.81
6.35
0.51
4.67
3.75
5.91
0.22
2.55
0.43
4.4
10.49

SONATSOFTW
SOUTHBANK
SPARC
SPICEJET
SREINFRA
SRF
SRTRANSFIN
STARCEMENT
STRTECH
SUDARSCHEM
SUNCLAYLTD
SUNDRMFAST
SUNPHARMA
SUNTECK
SUNTV
SUPPETRO
SUPRAJIT
SUPREMEIND
SUVEN
SUZLON
SWANENERGY
SYMPHONY
SYNDIBANK
SYNGENE
TAKE
TATACHEM
TATACOFFEE
TATACOMM
TATAELXSI
TATAGLOBAL
TATAINVEST
TATAMETALI
TATAMOTORS
TATAMTRDVR
TATAPOWER
TATASTEEL
TCS
TEAMLEASE
TECHM
TEJASNET
TEXRAIL
THERMAX

333.15
13.24
310.45
68.1
35.55
1805.15
1081.45
103.9
307.6
377.6
3900
545.05
603
347.75
644.9
247
239.9
1004
253.85
5.76
99.4
946
31.8
590
168.9
650.55
95.8
493.2
1015.2
228.1
702.65
585
188.75
103.65
65
583.05
2043.05
2387.95
697.8
284.6
58.6
893.3

14.6
-0.22
8.25
2.85
3.2
115.95
125.95
8.65
23.8
31.3
85.85
31.5
-6.85
12.95
35.25
1.9
21.9
52.65
10.3
0.42
-1.05
18
2.05
12.1
3.05
14.25
2.3
18.8
44.3
12
7.75
-3.55
4.5
2.45
3.95
10.75
-47.45
169.75
2.25
27.75
3.05
-3.1

4.58
-1.63
2.73
4.37
9.89
6.86
13.18
9.08
8.39
9.04
2.25
6.13
-1.12
3.87
5.78
0.78
10.05
5.53
4.23
7.87
-1.05
1.94
6.89
2.09
1.84
2.24
2.46
3.96
4.56
5.55
1.12
-0.6
2.44
2.42
6.47
1.88
-2.27
7.65
0.32
10.8
5.49
-0.35

NSE: LOSERS

BSE: LOSERS

Current (Chng %)

Current (Chng %)

IL&FSTRANS

23.35 (4.89)

INFRATEL

258.70 (2.93)

CENTRALBK

28.90 (4.78)

INFY

700.35 (2.42)

KWALITY

12.66 (4.02)

TCS

2,044.00 (2.29)

HCLTECH

1,050.85 (1.64)

VSTIND

2515.85 (3.63)

INFRATEL
PTC
PVR
QUESS
RADICO
RAIN
RAJESHEXPO
RALLIS
RAMCOCEM
RATNAMANI
RAYMOND
RBLBANK
RCF
RCOM
RECLTD
REDINGTON
RELAXO
RELCAPITAL
RELIANCE
RELINFRA
REPCOHOME
RNAM
RNAVAL
RPOWER
SADBHAV
SAIL
SANOFI
SBILIFE
SBIN
SCHAEFFLER
SCHNEIDER
SCI
SFL
SHANKARA
SHARDACROP
SHILPAMED
SHK
SHOPERSTOP
SHREECEM
SHRIRAMCIT
SIEMENS
SIS
SJVN
SKFINDIA
SOBHA
SOLARINDS
SOMANYCERA

258.95 (2.92)
71.35
1300
760.15
315.65
167.05
665.05
181.6
608.9
809.4
650.5
535.85
58.45
11.48
104.2
89.2
703
252.85
1102.35
309.45
392
155.35
11.62
26.45
206
66.85
6004
562.4
278.1
5140
105.6
41.65
1647.25
1087.7
326.05
400
201
484.65
15482.9
1606.05
925
962
26.6
1642.05
391.3
1024
350

3.15
92.5
39.95
15
7.95
-3.4
-0.2
8
14.7
48.2
39.05
2.55
0.43
5.25
0.95
9.3
16.2
11.95
14.7
23.95
7.05
0.31
1.75
7.55
3.4
25.15
22.1
15.45
169.75
3.45
1.2
98.8
34.55
0.5
17.45
3.2
1.05
-228.45
48.2
35.75
61.15
0.55
-2.95
1.1
9.75
10.7

4.62
7.66
5.55
4.99
5
-0.51
-0.11
1.33
1.85
8
7.86
4.56
3.89
5.31
1.08
1.34
6.85
1.1
4.99
6.51
4.75
2.74
7.09
3.8
5.36
0.42
4.09
5.88
3.42
3.38
2.97
6.38
3.28
0.15
4.56
1.62
0.22
-1.45
3.09
4.02
6.79
2.11
-0.18
0.28
0.96
3.15

WIPRO
THOMASCOOK
THYROCARE*
TIFHL
TIMETECHNO
TIMKEN
TITAN
TNPL
TORNTPHARM
TORNTPOWER
TRENT
TRIDENT
TRITURBINE
TTKPRESTIG
TV18BRDCST
TVSMOTOR
TVSSRICHAK
TVTODAY
UBL
UCOBANK
UFLEX
UJJIVAN
ULTRACEMCO
UNICHEMLAB
UNIONBANK
UPL
VBL
VEDL
VENKYS
VGUARD
VIJAYABANK
VINATIORGA
VIPIND
VMART
VOLTAS
VTL
WABAG
WABCOINDIA
WELCORP
WELSPUNIND
WHIRLPOOL
WIPRO
WOCKPHARMA
YESBANK
ZEEL
ZENSARTECH
ZYDUSWELL

316.90 (1.48)
201.1
649.5
504.2
125
551
787.85
249.65
1608.9
235.8
325.4
57
103.3
5879.9
35.6
528.25
2424.35
391.5
1208.95
16.1
281.7
253.45
3787.65
190.7
71.75
622.2
745.1
217.95
2344.75
170.35
42.5
1198
397.85
2030.1
515
1028
259.15
6261.9
142.2
61.3
1428.45
316.85
510.15
234.05
459.2
282.5
1318.15

6.7
-19.1
9.85
-0.15
-5.25
37.5
16.55
14.15
9.25
1.85
2.25
2.25
68.25
2.2
33.65
90.85
6.5
48.75
0.5
3.25
20.9
6.45
1.85
5.8
16.9
5.25
6.05
264.5
5.95
0.35
30.25
18.9
-2.1
30.65
45.15
10.4
166.95
8.45
4.45
73
-3.35
18.8
9.95
27.45
2.8
7.7

3.45
-2.86
1.99
-0.12
-0.94
5
7.1
0.89
4.08
0.57
4.11
2.23
1.17
6.59
6.8
3.89
1.69
4.2
3.21
1.17
8.99
0.17
0.98
8.79
2.79
0.71
2.86
12.71
3.62
0.83
2.59
4.99
-0.1
6.33
4.59
4.18
2.74
6.32
7.83
5.39
-1.05
3.83
4.44
6.36
1
0.59
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B’desh court gives death penalty Lt Gen Munir appointed Pak’s ISI head
to 19, sentences Zia’s son to life L
PTI n ISLAMABAD

t Gen Asim Munir, who
previously served as the
head of the Militar y
Intelligence (MI), will be the
new chief of Pakistan’s powerful spy agency ISI, the Pakistan
Army announced Wednesday.
Munir was recently promoted
to the rank of Lieutenant
General by the Army
Promotion Board headed by
Chief of Army Staff Gen
Qamar Javed Bajwa.
He replaces Lt Gen Naveed
Mukhtar and will assume
charge on October 25. Mukhtar
assumed the office of the InterServices Intelligence director
general in December, 2016.
Munir has also served as
the commander of the Force
Command Northern Areas.

PTI n DHAKA

pposition BNP chief
Khaleda Zia’s fugitive son
O
and political heir Tarique
Rahman was sentenced to life
and 19 others, including a former home minister, were given
death penalty by a Bangladesh
court Wednesday for their role
in a plot to assassinate Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in
2004.
An attack on an Awami
League rally on August 21,
2004 targeted Hasina, the then
opposition leader, when she
was about to finish a speech in
front of thousands of supporters. While Hasina survived the
attack with a partial hearing
loss, her party’s women front
chief and former president
Zillur Rahman’s wife Ivy
Rahman was killed in the
blasts.
Special court Judge Shahed
Nuruddin awarded the death
penalty to 19 people including
former junior home minister
Lutfuzzaman Babar, ex-deputy
education minister Abdus
Salam Pintu and several former
army intelligence officers.
Rahman and 18 others
were sentenced to life. Eleven
others were jailed for different
terms. “They (who are sentenced to death) will be hanged
by neck until they are dead,”
Justice Nuruddin said.
Thirty-one of the 49 convicts were present in the court
while others including 51-yearold Rahman, now the acting
BNP chairman as his mother is
serving a five-year imprisonment in a graft case, are on the
run abroad to evade justice.
Rahman was tried in
absentia with the court declaring him a “fugitive”. He now
lives in London where he is
believed to have sought asylum
though the British authorities
have declined to reveal his
immigration status. He leads
the
main
opposition

Awami League supporters celebrate a Bangladeshi tribunal verdict in Dhaka, Bangladesh on Wednesday.

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) from exile after Zia was
jailed in February. Zia was not
made an accused in the case.
Rahman, two former ministers
and former top police and
intelligence officials of the then
BNP-led four-party alliance
government were among 49
accused in the case.
The judge also made 12point observations on the
background, motive and consequences of the attack, mainly targeting incumbent Hasina.
“The attack was intended
to eliminate the Awami League
leadership, including Sheikh
Hasina,” the judge ruled.
The court had wrapped up
the hearing on September 18
after a protracted investigation
and trial process.
Investigations found an
influential quarter of the then
BNP-led government, including Rahman, masterminded
and sponsored the attackers —
the operatives of militant

Abortion is like hiring
‘contract killer: Pope
Vatican City (AFP): Pope
Francis on Wednesday compared having an abortion to
hiring a “contract killer”.
“Interrupting a pregnancy is
like eliminating someone,”
Francis said in an address to
worshippers in the Vatican.
“Getting rid of a human
being is like resorting to a contract killer to solve a problem,”
he added.
“Is it just to resort to a contract killer to solve a problem?”
His comments departed from
the prepared text for his homily delivered during his weekly
audience on Saint Peter’s
Square.
In his address, the
Argentine pontiff complained
of a “depreciation of human

life”. He cited wars, exploitation
and what he called a culture of
wastefulness, as well as abortion.
“How can an act that suppresses innocent life be therapeutic, civil or even human?”
he asked. Francis this year
opposed a bill that would have
legalized abortion in Argentina.

Harkatul Jihad al Islami (HuJI).
Commenting on the verdict, BNP secretary general
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
expressed the party’s deep frustration saying it was a “politically motivated” verdict. “It’s a
naked expression of political
vengeance,” he added.
However, Law Minister
Anisul Huq said Rahman, the
mastermind of the attack,
deserved the death sentence.
His Cabinet colleague and
the ruling Awami League general secretary Obaidul Qader
echoed him, saying “we are not
fully satisfied with the verdict”.
“We may take steps to
challenge his (Rahman’s)
lenient punishment once we get
the copy of the entire judgment,” Huq said.
Those who were sentenced
to death were fined Taka one
lakh each. The High Court
must confirm their death
penalty after a mandatory
review. Other political figures,

AP

who were given life sentence
include former prime minister
Zia’s political adviser Haris
Chowdhury and former BNP
lawmaker Qazi Shah Mofazzal
Hossain Kaikobad.
Law enforcement agencies
earlier covered Dhaka with a
security blanket while armed
guards stood outside the courtroom in the old part of Dhaka
to quell possible protests.
A key-accused in the case,
HuJI chief Mufty Abdul
Hannan, was dropped from the
convict list along with two of
his associates as they were
hanged by now after trial in a
separate case.
“We are taking steps to
bring back the fugitive convicts,” Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal
told reporters as the verdict was
announced.
The verdict comes ahead of
the parliamentary elections in
December. Zia’s party had boycotted the 2014 elections.

He was conferred Hilal-iImtiaz, the second highest civilian award, in March 2018.
The Army also announced
several key top level transfers
after army chief promoted five
major generals to the next

rank last month.
The statement by the InterServices Public Relations
(ISPR), the media wing of the
Pakistan Army, said that Lt Gen
Muhammad Adnan was
appointed as the new vice chief

Maldives strongman’s party
challenges election defeat
AFP n COLOMBO

aldives
strongman
President
Abdulla
M
Yameen’s party Wednesday
filed a legal petition challenging his landslide election defeat
last month despite major international pressure for him to
step down.
Lawyers for Yameen’s
Progressive Party of Maldives
(PPM) told reporters that they
are alleging that the September
23 vote was rigged by the independent election commission.
It was however unclear whether
the Supreme Court would
agree to consider the challenge.
The election in the Indian
Ocean archipelago, which has
seen a tussle for influence
between India and China, was
won by Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih with 58.4 per cent of the
vote.
Solih was little known
before the election but was
backed, in a remarkable turn of

events given the island nation’s
turbulent recent political history, by all opposition parties,
All of Yameen’s other main
rivals were either behind bars
on charges that critics said
were trumped up, or in exile.
Yameen had reluctantly
conceded defeat amid international pressure from regional

superpower and immediate
neighbour India and others,
but has been publicly urging his
supporters to challenge the
results.
Constitutionally, he can
remain in office till November
17 when he has to hand over to
Solih, barring any last minute
court intervention.

Hurricane Michael strengthens to
‘extremely dangerous’ Category 4
Washington: Michael has
strengthened to an “extremely
dangerous” Category Four hurricane as it rumbles toward the
Gulf Coast of Florida, the
National Hurricane Center said
Wednesday. It said the storm is
now packing maximum wind
gusts of 130 mph (210 kilometers), could grow even more
and is expected to make landfall later in the day along the
Florida Panhandle or Big Bend
area as a “life-threatening
event”.
A storm surge of up to 13
feet (four meters) is expected in
some areas, the center said.
Separately, the National
Weather Service in the state
capital Tallahassee issued a
dramatic appeal for people to
comply with evacuation orders.
“Hurricane Michael is an

unprecedented event and cannot be compared to any of our
previous events. Do not risk
your life, leave NOW if you
were told to do so,” it said.The
storm surge from Hurricane
Michael has come ashore and
is growing deeper.
According to a National
Hurricane Center update, a
National Ocean Service water
level station at Apalachicola
reported over 4 feet (1 meter)
of inundation above ground
level by mid-morning
Wednesday. Forecasters have
said the hurricane could push
up to 14 feet (4 meters) of
ocean water ashore in
Apalachicola, surging over normal tides.
Waves are already gnawing
away at the base of sand dunes
at Panama City Beach.

Peter Malave records the surf from encroaching Hurricane Michael, which is expected to make landfall today, in Panama City
Beach, Fla. on Wednesday.
AP

of the general staff, the Express
Tribune reported. The Army
also assigned Lt Gen Nadeem
Zaki as commander of Mangla
Corps, a primary strike formation of the Pakistan Army.
The corps is also known as 1
Strike Corps and is one of the
two primary strike corps.
Lt Gen Shaheen Mazher
was appointed as commander
of the strategic Peshawar
Corps, responsible for the tribal areas and the border with
Afghanistan.
Three other officers were
assigned to staff positions at the
General Headquarters.
Lt. Gen Azhar Saleh Abbasi
was appointed as chief of logistics staff, Lt Gen Abdul Aziz as
the new military secretary and
Lt Gen Waseem Ashraf as IG
Arms. P

Mozambique
local polls test
peace process
Maputo: Mozambique holds
local elections Wednesday that
could reveal cracks in the country’s peace process after the ruling Frelimo party was accused
of violence and intimidation
during the campaign. The main
opposition Renamo party,
which has maintained an
armed wing since the end of
the country’s civil war, is running in the municipal vote for
the first time in 10 years.
Renamo fought a brutal
16-year civil war against the
Marxist-inspired Frelimo government that left one million
people dead before fighting
ended in 1992.
In 2013, fresh violence
erupted between Renamo
rebels and government troops,
raising fears of a return to civil
war. But three years later, the
party declared a truce and
opened fresh peace talks.
Renamo is hoping for a
breakthrough ahead of next
year’s general election.
“These landmark local
elections will test the success of
decentralisation measures
agreed with the armed opposition and will act as an important political bellwether,” the
London-based EXX risk consultancy said in a note.
“The rewards at hand have
rendered the political climate in
Mozambique both tense and
volatile, as highlighted by a
series of violent incidents in the
pre-election period.” The 13day election campaign ended
on Sunday after several clashes between rival party supporters. Renamo supporters
say they have faced intimidation and assaults during the
campaign. “Our members and
sympathisers are asking for
the party’s leadership (to) intervene in their defence since the
police do nothing,” Renamo’s
acting leader Ossufo Momade
last week.The vote will be held
in Mozambique’s 53 municipalities, 49 of which are currently governed by Frelimo.AP

Sleeping too much may UK appoints first min GLOBE TROTTING
be bad for brain: Study for suicide prevention Miranda Kerr wants to have another baby
PTI n TORONTO

PTI n LONDON

too much can harm
your brain function, accordSingleeping
to a study which shows that

or the first time, the UK will
have a minister for suicide
F
prevention to reduce the num-

those who sleep less or more
than seven to eight hours a
night have worse cognitive
performance. Researchers from
Western University in Canada
said that for the world’s largest
sleep study, launched in June
last year, over 40,000 people
from around the world participated in the online scientific
investigation.
The study, published in
the journal Sleep, included an
in-depth questionnaire and a
series of cognitive performance
activities.
“We really wanted to capture the sleeping habits of people around the entire globe.
Obviously, there have been
many smaller sleep studies of
people in laboratories but we
wanted to find out what sleep
is like in the real world,” said
Adrian Owen, from Western
University.
About half of all participants reported typically sleeping less than 6.3 hours per
night — an hour less than the
study’s recommended amount.
One startling revelation
was that most participants who
slept four hours or less performed as if they were almost
nine years older.
Another surprising discovery was that sleep affected

ber of people who take their own
lives. The move, intended to
tackle the tragedy of 4,500 people taking their own lives in
England each year, comes on
World Mental Health Day.
British Prime Minister Theresa
May said the appointment of
Health Minister Jackie DoylePrice to the additional role will
help tackle the stigma surrounding suicide. “We can end
the stigma that has forced too
many to suffer in silence. We can
prevent the tragedy of suicide
taking too many lives. And we
can give the mental wellbeing of
our children the priority it so
profoundly deserves,” May said
in a statement.
“We are not looking after
our health if we are not looking
after our mental health. So we
need true parity between physical and mental health – and not
just in our health systems – but
in our classrooms, workplaces
and communities too,” she said.
The new portfolio, Minister
for Mental Health, Inequalities
and Suicide Prevention, will
involve leading a new national
effort on suicide prevention.
Around 4,500 people take their
own lives each year in England
and suicide remains the leading
cause of death for men under 45.
In her new role, Doyle-Price will

all adults equally. The amount
of sleep associated with highly functional cognitive behaviour was the same for everyone
(7 to 8 hours), regardless of age.
Also, the impairment associated with too little, or too
much, sleep did not depend on
the age of the participants.
“We found that the optimum amount of sleep to keep
your brain performing its best
is 7 to 8 hours every night and
that corresponds to what the
doctors will tell you need to
keep your body in tip-top
shape, as well,” said Conor
Wild, a research associate at
Western University.
“We also found that people that slept more than that
amount were equally impaired
as those who slept too little,”
said Wild.

Participants’ reasoning and
verbal abilities were two of the
actions most strongly affected
by sleep while short-term
memory performance was relatively unaffected.
This is different than findings in most scientific studies
of complete sleep deprivation
and suggests that not getting
enough sleep for an extended
period affects your brain differently than staying up all
night.
On the positive side, there
was some evidence that even a
single night’s sleep can affect a
person’s ability to think.
Participants who slept more
than usual the night before participating in the study performed better than those who
slept their usual amount or less.

lead government efforts to cut
the number of suicides and
overcome the stigma that stops
people seeking help.
“I understand how tragic,
devastating and long-lasting the
effect of suicide can be on families and communities,” said
Doyle-Price. “In my time as
health minister I have met many
people who have been bereaved
by suicide and their stories of
pain and loss will stay with me
for a long time. It’s these people
who need to be at the heart of
what we do and I welcome this
opportunity to work closely
with them,” she said. As part of
other measures announced by
the UK government to mark
World Mental Health Day, new
funding of up to 1.8 million
pounds will help ensure the
Samaritans charity helpline
remains free and can continue
to provide immediate and lifesaving support to everyone who
needs it, 24 hours a day.

New York: Miranda Kerr is thinking about having another
baby. The 35-year-old model gave birth to her son Hart, who
she shares with husband Evan Spiegel, in May and she also
has seven-year-old Flynn with her former partner Orlando
Bloom, but she spilled on 'The Kyle and Jackie O Show' on
Australian station KIIS 106.5 that she's keen to expand her
brood. When Jackie asked Miranda how she was finding life
with her new baby, Miranda said: "I love being a mum." When
asked if she would have another child, she emphatically said:
"Yes!" Although she already has two boys, Miranda doesn't
mind what gender her future child is as long as they are healthy.
She said: "I don't mind really, just healthy babies, I do like having boys, there's something about it. I don't know because I
haven't had a girl but I'm really happy with having a boy."
Miranda has previously described being a parent as being a
"huge honor" and something that brings out the best in people. When asked about the biggest challenge of parenting, she
said: "I think it's the responsibility of raising a child to be the
best version of themselves. Thinking back, the sleep deprivation for the first year was pretty challenging too! But the
sleepless nights were well worth it. "Being a mother is just a
huge honor. My favorite part of the day is picking Flynn up
from school. Seeing his little face light up when he sees me!
It is joy and love in the purest form. It's just magical seeing
him grow and develop his own personality."

Dwayne Johnson to star in Netflix’s
‘John Henry and the Statesmen’
Los Angeles: Dwayne Johnson is partnering with Netflix for the film “John Henry and The
Statesmen”. In a press release, the streaming giant said it secured the rights to an original pitch
from writer Tom Wheeler, who developed it with Hiram Garcia, president of production at Dwayne
Johnson and Dany Garcia’s Seven Bucks Productions. The project marks a reunion between the
actor and director Jake Kasdan, who earlier worked on “Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle”. Johnson,
who will also produce the film, will play John Henry. He will lead an ensemble cast of the most
popular figures from folklore and legend from all around the world. “Netflix is the perfect partner and platform for us to continue entertaining our global audience in a disruptive way. “These
diverse characters speak to a legacy of storytelling that is more relevant than ever and span across
a worldwide audience regardless of age, gender, race or geography,” Johnson said. Kasdan will also
produce alongside Dany Garcia, Hiram Garcia and Beau Flynn. Melvin Mar, Wendy Jacobson,
and Wheeler will executive produce the project.
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‘Obama admin was impotent about SCS’
PTI n WASHINGTON

S President Donald Trump
Wednesday slammed his
U
predecessor Barack Obama for
being “impotent” and not stopping China from expanding its
influence in the South China
Sea, saying the Chinese Navy
was now posing a confrontational challenge for America in
the disputed region.
President Trump’s remarks
came hours after he was briefed
at the White House by
Secretar y of State Mike
Pompeo on his meetings with
the top Chinese leadership in
Beijing this week. “The
Obama administration was
impotent about the South
China Sea,” Trump said
during an interaction
with
reporters Abroad
Air Force One.
He said the
Chinese Navy
was now posing a confrontational
challenge for
America in the disputed region.
China
is
engaged in hotly
contested territorial
disputes in the South
China Sea, and with
Japan in the East
China Sea. Both the
areas are stated to be

rich in minerals, oil and other
natural resources. They are
also vital to global trade. China
claims almost all of the South
China Sea. Vietnam, the
Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei
and Taiwan have counter
claims over the area.
The US has been conducting regular patrols in the South
China Sea to assert freedom of
navigation in the area where
Beijing has built up and militarised many of the islands and
reefs it controls in the region.
During Pompeo’s trip,
Trump earlier told
reporters at the White
House that China
was sending a message to him, but those
messages did not
work. He said
Pompeo was
treated him
g r e a t
respect
during
his trip
t
o
Beijing.
“They’re just
trying to get me
a message. But
those messages
don’t work.
They don’t
work. But no, I
think they
treated him
with
great
respect, actually.

You know, they had meetings
besides just the news conference.
And I think they treated
him with great respect,” he said
when asked if he was concerned the way the Chinese
treated Pompeo. Trump also
said Pompeo did not have a
great meeting in China.
“It wasn’t so much - I guess
he was giving them a message,
and they were giving him a
message to come back to me,”
Trump said.
However,
State
Department Spokesperson
Heather Nauert told reporters
at a news briefing that Pompeo
had a good, constructive meetings with his Chinese counterparts.
“They’re certainly a competitor. It’s a complex and
broad-based relationship that
we have with China, as you all
saw in the comments and
exchanges between the
Secretary and his counterparts.
We have areas of common
interest. North Korea is one of
them,” Nauert said.
“Working to combat illegal
narcotics is another area where
we work well together.
We also have areas of disagreement and areas where we
have challenges, and we’ll keep
working together on that. It’s
obviously an important relationship that we need to work
hard to maintain,” she said.

US Prez: Planned Kim
summit narrowed down
to ‘3 or 4’ locations
Washington (AFP): US
President Donald Trump has
said that planning for his next
summit with North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un is advanced
and that “three or four locations”
have been short-listed. Trump
said on Tuesday at the White
House that the meeting would
“probably” not be in Singapore,
where their historic first talks
took place in June.
The pair discussed ending
the reclusive state’s nuclear
weapons program and hostilities
between Washington and
Pyongyang. Trump said that in
terms of timing, the summit
“won’t be too far away,” later
telling reporters it would take
place after the November 6
midterm elections. He also said
that there could “eventually” be
a meeting on US soil.
“On their soil also,” Trump
added. US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo met with Kim on
Monday in Pyongyang to discuss the next summit. “I
returned late last night from
North Korea from a trip where
we made real progress. While

there is still a long way to go and
much work to do, we can now
see a path to where we’ll achieve
the ultimate goal which is the full
and final verified denuclearization of North Korea,” Pompeo
told reporters at the White
House.
“We will, in short order, be
able to talk about when the president will get to meet with him
at what will be the second summit.” Trump talked of “incredible progress,” hailing the absence
of missile or nuclear tests this
year and the recent return of
remains of US service members
killed during the Korean War.

‘Ivanka would be dynamite
as US envoy at UN’
Washington: President Donald
Trump said he is certain that
his daughter Ivanka would be
“dynamite” as the US ambassador to the UN, but conceded that he would be accused of
“nepotism” if he selected her to
replace Indian-American Nikki
Haley. Haley, 46, announced
Tuesday that she would resign
from her post as the US ambassador to the UN by the end of
the year.
As President Trump
heaped praise on Haley’s performance during her tenure as
the the envoy to the world
body, he said many people
would like to replace her.
Trump said that he expects to
name a replacement for Haley
in the next “two to three
weeks,” and said that he would
be talking about candidates
with the former South Carolina
governor and others.
The
US
president
described his second child as
“dynamite”. Trump said his
daughter Ivanka would make
an “incredible” ambassador to
the UN.
“The people that know —
it’s nothing to do with nepotism. But I want tell you: The
people that know, know that
Ivanka would be dynamite.
But, you know, I’d then be
accused of nepotism, if you can
believe it,” he said. “I think

‘Nikki Haley
may still pose
a challenge to
Donald Trump’
PTI n WASHINGTON

ikki Haley’s abrupt resignation as the US ambasN
sador to the United Nations

Ivanka would be incredible.
That doesn’t mean I’d pick her,
because you’d be accused of
nepotism, even though I’m not
sure there’s anybody more
competent in the world. But
that’s okay,” Trump said in
response to a question.
Soon after the President’s
remarks, Ivanka, 36, took to
Twitter to rule herself out of the
running for ambassadorship.
“It is an honor to serve in the
White House alongside so
many great colleagues and I
know that the President will
nominate a formidable replacement for Ambassador Haley.
That replacement will not be
me,” she said.
Ivanka is a businesswoman, fashion designer,
author and reality television
personality.

has sparked intense speculation about the moderate
Republican politician’s next
move and the political complications she could still pose
to President Donald Trump,
US
media
reported
Wednesday.
In a sign of her rising profile, Haley on Tuesday simultaneously announced her resignation at the end of this year
while also reassuring
President Trump that she has
no plans to
challenge
his reelection
in
2020, the
Washington
Post noted.
“No, I’m not
running for
2020,” the
Indian-American politician
said, seated next to the president in the Oval Office. “I can
promise you what I’ll be doing
is campaigning for this one.
So, I look forward to supporting the president in the
next election,” she said.

Communist Party leadership rebuilt ‘Will cause third World War if I join politics’
China not US: Foreign ministry
P
PTI n NEW YORK

PTI n BEIJING

hina on We dnes day
refuted President Donald
C
Trump’s assertions that “the
US has really rebuilt China”,
attributing its economic success to the leadership of the
ruling Communist Party.
Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Lu Kang said
China’s development is due to
unwavering efforts in pushing
forward reform and opening
up, as well as the diligence
and wisdom of the Chinese
people. Lu said “China owes
its tremendous achievements
in development to the correct
leadership of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) and the
path of socialism with
Chinese characteristics”. He
was responding to a question

Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Lu Kang.

about American leaders’
assertions that it is the US
which has built up China.
Last month, Trump had
said China had rebuilt itself
wit h t he “t remendous

amount of money” pouring
out of the US.
He said America has been
“ripped off ” by “everyone”,
including Beijing, adding that
China has been taking out

USD 500 billion a year from
the US. “They (Chinese)
rebuilt their country with
tremendous amounts of
money pouring out of the
United States.
I’ve changed that around,”
Trump said. Lu said the claim
by American leaders that
attributes China’s economic
achievements to the US is not
only a betrayal of the truth,
but also logically untenable.
China’s response is part of
a war of words between the
two countries after Trump
kicked off the trade war
between the world’s two
largest economies by slapping
sanctions on billions of dollars worth of Chinese goods
recently. China retaliated
with equal measure, imposing
additional tariffs on US
goods.

epsiCo’s India-born former
CEO Indra Nooyi has said
she would cause a third World
War if she joins politics as she
is “too outspoken”. Asia Society,
a non-profit organisation that
focuses on educating the world
about Asia, honoured 62-yearold Nooyi Tuesday with the
‘Game Changer of the Year
Award’ here in recognition of
her business achievements,
humanitarian record and advocacy for women and girls
around the world.
Asked if she would like to
join US President Donald
Trump’s Cabinet now that she
has stepped down as Pepsi
CEO, Nooyi said, “Me and
politics don’t mix at all. I am
too outspoken, I am not diplomatic. I don’t even know what
diplomacy is. I would cause a
third World War. Don’t do it”.
Nooyi stepped down on

October 2 as PepsiCo’s CEO,
after 12 years at the helm of the
global beverage giant. PepsiCo’s
Board of Directors had in
August announced that they
unanimously elected Ramon
Laguarta, 54, to succeed Nooyi
as Chief Executive Officer.
Nooyi will remain
Chairman until early 2019 to
ensure a smooth and seamless

transition. After having worked
18 to 20 hours a day for the last
40 years, Nooyi said it was “liberating” to have a bit of free
time.
“When I stepped down, I
thought that it was going to be
tough. For 40 years, I have done
nothing but wake up at 4 am
and figured out how to rush to
work and work 18-20 hours a
day,” she said during the interaction. Nooyi said a day after
she stepped down, she realised
that there was life beyond
working.
“I am still a PepsiCo at
heart but I am learning to step
aside and realise that there is
life beyond PepsiCo,” she said.
Nooyi said she was looking forward to utilising her time writing and visiting as many countries as possible to talk about
how to address issues of maintaining work-life balance. She
also plans to pursue several

extra-curricular activities that
she enjoyed but had to squeeze
time for from her previous
packed schedule.
“I am told I need to go to
sleep school to learn how to
sleep...Learning how to sleep 6,
8 or 10 hours, play Tennis, I
don’t know how it’s going to be
but I know it is going to be fun,”
she said. Nooyi, who has long
advocated the need for finding
solutions to help women strike
a work-life balance, recalled her
experience of how she incorporated the “Asian model” in
her life to manage her career
and bring up her daughters.
She also emphasised that
this model needed to be
“imported” to the west. “I
imported a quintessential Asian
model to my life,” she said.
Nooyi and her husband did not
want to leave their kids with a
day care worker and turned to
their families in India for help,

Prez Tsai: China ‘China revises controversial anti-terror regulations’ South Korea
considers lifting
challenging’
AFP n BEIJING
group that make up around ing to people guilty of minor ing an oath to fight the “panmation of people who have rorism.
halal trend”.
A previous version of the half of Xinjiang’s population of crimes.
nti-terror efforts in con- been influenced by extremism.”
Taiwan peace
Halal — Arabic for “per- some sanctions
Testimony from people
The centres should teach rules issued in March 2017 22 million.
troversial “reeducation
A
The new regulations seem who have escaped the centres missible” — refers to a set of
Taipei (AFP): Taiwan’s President centres” in China’s Xinjiang Mandarin Chinese, legal con- included a long list of prohibiTsai Ing-wen accused China of region will be governed by cepts and vocational training, tions on religious behaviour aimed at standardising the cen- provides a much darker picture, rules guiding Muslims on what on North Korea
“seriously challenging” peace
and stability Wednesday, describing the island she leads as being
on the frontline of tensions in the
Pacific. It comes as Beijing pursues a multi-pronged attack on
any claims to sovereignty by selfruled democratic Taiwan, which
it sees as part of its territory to
be reunified, by force if necessary.
Relations between Beijing
and Taipei have deteriorated
since Tsai took office two years
ago, as she refuses to acknowledge that Taiwan is part of “one
China”. “As Taiwan is on the
frontline of the Western Pacific,
we are naturally subject to
tremendous pressure,” Tsai said
in a televised speech to mark
Taiwan’s National Day.
“China’s unilateral diplomatic offensive and military
coercion have not only harmed
cross-strait relations. They have
also seriously challenged the
status quo of peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait,” she
added. Taiwan considers itself a
sovereign country and has an
independent political system,
judiciary and currency, but has
never formally declared a split,
despite being ruled separately
since 1949. China has recently
upped military drills around
the island and has made a concerted effort to poach Taiwan’s
dwindling number of official
allies — only 17 countries still
diplomatically recognise the
island after five jumped ship
since Tsai took power.
Beijing has also successfully put pressure on international
businesses to list Taiwan as part
of China on their websites and
ensured Taiwan is shut out of
global forums.
Tsai called on authorities in
Beijing to “play a positive role in
the region and the world, instead
of being a source of conflict”. She
pledged not to escalate tensions
but also said Taiwan would seek
to fortify its national security and
diplomatic links, establishing its
“irreplaceable strategic importance”.

new standardised rules, as
international criticism mounts
over the detention of as many
one million in the restive far
west.
The revised rules, passed
Tuesday, call on local governments to tackle terrorism by
establishing “vocational education centres” that will carry
out the “educational transfor-

and carry out “thought education,” according to a copy of the
rules posted on the regional
government’s website.
As many as a million people are believed to have been
detained in extra-judicial
detention centres in Xinjiang as
authorities there seek to battle
what they describe as religious
extremism, separatism and ter-

including wearing long beards
and veils.
It also encouraged local
governments to engage in “educational transformation”, a term
critics have described as a
euphemism for brainwashing.
The detentions have mostly focused on the region’s
Muslim minorities, especially
the Uighurs, a Turkic ethnic

tres’ management, which was
initially carried out piecemeal.
Beijing has denied reports
of the mass detention of its citizens in camps but evidence is
mounting in the form of government documents and testimonies from former detainees.
Chinese authorities have,
however, said that they give
vocational and language train-

however.
In July, a former teacher at
one of the centres told a court
in Kazakhstan that “in China
they call it a political camp but
really it was a prison in the
mountains.”
The announcement comes
as Communist Party leaders in
Urumqi, the regional capital,
on Monday led cadres in swear-

is allowed according to the religion. It is frequently applied to
food and drinks but also
includes other personal hygiene
products like toothpaste and
cosmetics.
Authorities in Xinjiang
have long seen the expansion of
the term to include non-food
items as a sign of religious
extremism.

Brits brace for ‘the other’ royal wedding ‘Planned fasting may
help reverse diabetes’
London: Five months on from
Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle’s fairytale nuptials, the
time has come for “the other”
royal wedding - the one no one
seems to want to pay for or
watch. When Queen Elizabeth
II’s granddaughter Princess
Eugenie walks down the aisle
Friday in Windsor Castle to
marry Jack Brooksbank, a
“commoner” with blue-blood
friends, the critics will be out.
For Britain is still gaga
over Meghan, the glamorous
US actress who married the
queen’s grandson in a Windsor
wedding watched by the masses in Britain and around the
world in May. Some even reminisce about the sunny afternoon in 2011 when Prince
William, second in line to the
throne, married Kate, whose
grace stirred memories of the
late Princess Diana.
Princess Eugenie of York,
along with her 30-year-old sister Beatrice, are by contrast
unhappily famous for wearing
peculiar hats, with the flamboyant numbers they picked
for Prince William’s wedding
making a particularly lasting
impression. The 28-year-old
princess Eugenie, is the ninth
in the long line of succession.
One public petition protesting
the wedding’s cost - the security bill is estimated at 2 million
Pounds (USD 2.6 million) dismissed her as a “minor
royal” .

The BBC, which takes its
royal weddings seriously,
reportedly
caused
a
Buckingham Palace ruckus by
refusing to broadcast this one
live, fearing a ratings flop. “No
comment on whether we did or
didn’t turn it down,” a BBC
spokesman told AFP.
The live feed was picked up
by the smaller, commercial
ITV — but only, according to
The Times, after being badgered into it by Eugenie’s father,
Prince Andrew. Adding to the
ignominy, a pub hotel directly
opposite the castle that sold out
long in advance for Prince
Harry and Meghan was actually discounting rooms for
Friday night. The public is
focused instead on who is paying for what and there is resent-

ment over taxpayers getting
stuck with the security bill.
“A royal wedding is a private, personal event, dressed up
as a national occasion,” sniffed
one protest petition signed by
nearly 40,000 people. The
palace will pay for the red velvet and chocolate cake — “traditional, (but) with a modern
feel” — and the post-ceremony brunch for 850 invited
guests.
But just like the film star
and her prince, Eugenie and
Jack are also planning their
own horse-drawn carriage
parade around town, creating
logistical challenges.
Petitioners want the 15minute excursion scrapped,
saving the expense of having to
install rooftop snipers and jam-

ming devices that disable
drones. The happy couple is not
budging, causing “outrage”,
“fury” and other strong emotions in the British press.
Eugenie’s own attempts to
win over the nation’s affections
have not gone particularly well.
She and Beatrice gave a prewedding interview to British
Vogue explaining the hardships of being princesses.
Posing in couture dresses with
terriers on their laps at a Gothic
royal lodge, Eugenie recalled
how she once had “a wobble
and started crying” over a
“horrible” article about one of
her sister’s hats.
The princess then conceded: “There’s no point being
angry with anyone for beating
us up - we just need to shine
light and love in the world.”
The Guardian, a left-leaning paper with a stern view of
the royals as a whole, concluded that the interview displayed
“vanity, foolishness and lack of
self-awareness”, but ultimately
would do little to dent the
monarchy’s gleaming image
among royal fans.
The Telegraph, which
caters to more traditional
views, was gentler.
“Who
is
Princess
Eugenie?” it asked, seemingly
reading its subscribers’ minds,
before quoting a family “insider” expressing wonder at the
commotion over the security
bill.
AFP

Toronto (PTI): Planned intermittent fasting may help to
reverse type 2 diabetes, according to doctors who were able to
cut out the need for insulin
treatment for three patients in
their care. Lifestyle changes are
key to managing type 2 diabetes, but patients themselves
can not always control blood
glucose levels.
According to doctors from
the University of Toronto’s
Faculty of Medicine and
Scarborough Hospital in
Canada, three men, aged
between 40 and 67, planned
intermittent fasting to see if it
might ease their symptoms.
“The use of a therapeutic fasting regimen for treatment of
type 2 diabetes is virtually
unheard of,” doctors wrote in
the journal BMJ Case Reports.
“This present case series
showed that 24-hour fasting
regimens can significantly
reverse or eliminate the need
for diabetic medication,” they
wrote. The patients were taking
various drugs to control their
disease as well as daily units of
insulin. In addition to type 2
diabetes, they all had high
blood pressure and high cholesterol. Two of the men fasted on alternate days for a full
24 hours, while the third fasted for three days a week. On

fast days they were allowed to
drink very low calorie drinks,
such as tea/coffee, water or
broth, and to eat one very low
calorie meal in the evening.
Before embarking on their
fasting regime, they all attended a 6-hour long nutritional
training seminar, which included information on how diabetes develops and its impact
on the body; insulin resistance; healthy eating; and how
to manage diabetes through
diet, including therapeutic fasting. They stuck to this pattern
for around 10 months after
which fasting blood glucose,
average blood glucose
(HbA1c), weight, and waist
circumference were re-measured.
All three men were able to
stop injecting themselves with
insulin within a month of starting their fasting schedule. In
one case this took only five
days. Two of the men were able
to stop taking all their other
diabetic drugs, while the third
discontinued three out of the
four drugs he was taking.
They all lost weight (by 1018 per cent) as well as reducing their fasting and average
blood glucose readings, which
may help lower the risk of
future complications, the doctors said.

Seoul (AP): Seoul is considering lifting some of its unilateral sanctions against Pyongyang
to create more momentum for
diplomacy aimed at improving
relations and defusing the
nuclear crisis, South Korea’s
foreign minister said
Wednesday. During a parliamentary audit of her ministry,
Kang Kyung-wha said the government is reviewing whether
to lift sanctions South Korea
imposed on the North in 2010
following a deadly attack on a
warship that killed 45 South
Korean sailors.
Seoul then effectively shut
down all cross-border economic cooperation except for
a joint factory park in the
North Korean border town of
Kaesong, which was shuttered
in February 2016 after a North
Korean nuclear test and longrange rocket launch. Such a
move by South Korea would
have little immediate effect
since US-led international
sanctions remain in place. But
it’s clear Seoul’s liberal government is preparing to restart
joint economic projects if the
larger nuclear negotiations
between the United States and
North Korea begin yielding
results.
South Korean President
Moon Jae-in has described
inter-Korean engagement as
crucial to resolving the nuclear
standoff. A large number of
South Korean CEOs accompanied Moon last month to
Pyongyang, where he and Kim
Jong Un agreed to normalize
operations at the Kaesong factory park and resume joint
tours to the North when possible, voicing optimism the
international sanctions could
end and allow such projects.
As part of inter-Korean
agreements reached during
Moon and Kim’s engagement,
a liaison office between the
countries opened in Kaesong
last month.
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Map the future of mines

THE NMDC Golden Jubilee International Conference, Minerals and Metals
Outlook 2030 created a platform for existing and potential producers for discussing,
planning and establishing mutually beneficial relationships
n line with the year-long
celebrations of 60th
anniversary of the National
Mineral
Development
Corporation
(NMDC)
Limited, the Navratna company hosted the “NMDC Golden
Jubilee
International
Conference-Minerals and
Metals Outlook 2030” from
October 9 to 10 in New Delhi.
With over 500 delegates, 64
speakers, 16 countries and
30+ international speakers, it
created a platform for existing
and potential metal producers
and miners, both domestic
and international, for discussing, planning and establishing mutually beneficial
relationships.
The conference aimed to
bring together all relevant
stakeholders to deliberate and
chart out a roadmap for the
growth and development of
the mining sector and
achieve the projected target
of 300 million tonnes
production per annum of
steel by 2030-31 under the
National Steel Policy.
The conference was
attended by the Union
Minister of Steel Chaudhary
Birendra Singh as chief guest
and the event kicked off in the
presence of N Baijendra
Kumar, Chairman-cumManaging Director, NMDC
Ltd, Binoy Kumar, Secretary,
Ministry of Steel, Sanjay
Chadha, Additional Secretary,
Department of Commerce,
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Narendra Kumar
Nanda, Director (Technical),
NMDC Ltd and the conference
convenor, Edwin Basson,
Director General, World Steel
Association, Jatinder Mehra,
CEO, ESSAR Steel India Ltd,
Sajjan Jindal, Chairman, JSW
Group and Dilip Chenoy,
Secretary General, FICCI.
Speaking at the conference
Chaudhary Birender Singh
said, “Mines and mineral sector is the backbone of the
country and propels the economic growth. Through forward and backward linkages it
is one of the largest creators of
employment in the country.”
He was addressing the inaugural session of “International
Conference on Minerals and
Metals — Outlook 2030”.
The Minister expressed

I

THE ONE-STOP
DESTINATION
Korea has a lot to offer, from
futuristic cities to advanced
technology, buzzing nightlife,
legendary food, K-Pop dramas,
high-quality cosmetics and
beautiful landscapes
orea is an emerging desK
tination amongst the
Indian travellers, as the

that, “The sector has a huge
potential to drive growth in the
global environment and he is
looking forward to the recommendations of the conference
for policy formulation.”
He added that “The conference is well-timed and in
sync with the Government of
India’s vision set in the
National Steel Policy-2030. It
will help in exchange of information and expertise across
the sector.”
Minerals and metals are
the backbone of almost every
major industry, believes the
Union Minister for Steel.
Speaking at the conference, he
said, “Be it steel, cement, automotives, construction or infrastructure, the vibrant mineral
and metals has the potential to
propel the growth not only
through its contribution to
the GDP but also through its
forward and backward linkages. The sector also plays a
crucial role in employment
generation in India. The country produces 95 minerals
which include fuel-related
minerals, metallic minerals,
non-metallic minerals, atomic minerals, and minor minerals and is among the top producers of steel, iron ore, coal,
bromide, zinc and bauxite in
the world.”
He further pointed out
the despite being blessed with
such rich resources, the production has not kept up to the

potential of the sector due to
some inherent challenges and
constraints. Some of the challenges include inadequate
infrastructure, land acquisition, ban on mining in some
states, financial hurdles and
lack of access to growth capital. The impact of mining on
environment and the surrounding communities has
also been a concern over the
years. Mining has also been
associated with many illegal
and unauthorised activities.
The minister added, “India
is far behind in using the latest technology for exploration
and mining as compared to
other countries. We need to
upgrade these and use space
technology, advanced equipment for open cast mining and
even for monitoring and control of activities.” The minister
assured that the present government has taken up these
concerns seriously and taken
initiatives to address the deterrents to the sector. “The
amendment of the Mines and
Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act (MMDR),
1957, is one example which
would ease the path of doing
business for the mining industr y in the countr y.
Infrastructure is being
improved, innovative ways are
being sought to transport ores
like the slurry pipelines, adoption of machine learning, hightech equipment and technolo-

gy like satellite mapping is
being encouraged among
many other initiatives of the
government," he said.
The NMDC chairmancum-MD Baijendra Kumar,
IAS, informed that through its
journey of six decades, the
company has explored and
developed a number of mines
which have become the basis
of creation of various other
PSUs in the country. “Many
interventions have been made
by the company since its inception. This is however just the
beginning of the major role
that NMDC has to play in the
national target of achieving
300MT production capacity of
steel by 2030-31. In line with
this, NMDC has prepared a
strategic management plan to
achieve 67MT per annum production capacity by 2021-22
and aspires to reach 100MT
per annum production capac-

C O R P O R AT E
NISHTHA DUDEJA WINS THE
MISS DEAF ASIA 2018

“She stood in the storm and when the wind did not blow
her way, she adjusted her sails.” Nishtha Dudeja, is
perhaps a strong believer of the above statement by
Elizabeth Edwards
She was declared winner of the title of Miss Deaf Asia
2018 in the finale of Miss and Mister Deaf World -Europe Asia Beauty Pageant 2018 held at Prague, Czech Republic
on September 29. She enthralled the audience with her
dance performance on the Hindi song Nagaade sang dhol
baaje in the traditional lehenga choli dress. In national
costume round, she wore a silk saree, passed over from
her grand mother to
her mother and then
to Nishtha.
After winning the
pageant, Nishtha
posted on her
instagram page
@nishtha_dudeja
“Thank you INDIA.
Your love and
affection has brought me to this stage of getting Miss Deaf
Asia 2018 Crown. I am so grateful to the people of my
beautiful country for their blessings. I dedicate this crown
to my family. On this occasion, I want to convey that the
differently abled people don't need sympathy or pity. All
they need are opportunities to prove themselves. Jai
Hind!”
Today Nishtha is the brand ambassador for Sivantos India
Pvt Ltd. (Formerly Siemens hearing Instruments Pvt Ltd.)
the world's leading brand of hearing aids, having about 25
per cent market share globally.

INDIAN COAST GUARD CONDUCTS
MARITIME SEARCH AND RESCUE
WORKSHOP

On October 8, Indian Coast Guard Region(A&N)
conducted a Maritime Search and Rescue Workshop for
all stake holders present in Andaman
and Nicobar region. The workshop
was inaugurated by Chetan Bhushan
Sanghi, IAS, Chief Secretary,
Andaman & Nicobar in the presence
of Inspector General MV Pathak,
Commander Coast Guard
Region(A&N). The event witnessed
participation of multiple Maritime Search and Rescue (M-SAR) stake
holder organisations.
Speaking on the occasion, the Chief
Guest praised the dedication and commitment of Coast
Guard towards rendering selfless service. He also
highlighted the need to strengthen the M-SAR

ity by 2030.”
He went on to add, “The
International Conference on
Minerals and Metals is an
excellent platform for the metal
producers and miners locally
and internationally. The objective of NMDC conceptualising
the conference is that being an
important player in the industry, NMDC wants to leverage
the existing knowledge base for
the benefits of all the industry
stakeholders. Along with placing India as one of the important cogs in the international
mining and minerals eco-system, the conference will also
help in the building new partnerships and trade relationships with different countries.”
He
said,
“This
International Conference
would not only put focus back
on various aspects of the mineral and metal sector but will
help to channelise all the stake-

infrastructure and refine the procedures in light of the
planned expansion of the maritime sector in the A&N
Islands. He also emphasized on the need to maintain the
synergy achieved between all stake holders to realise a
prompt response to any incident at sea.
The workshop was aimed at
identifying the gaps between the
‘expectations and capabilities’ and
thus was structured to present varied
perspectives from the M-SAR service
provider, Administration and the
Maritime Industry.
Participants from M-SAR stake holder
organisations, maritime industry,
DGS/MMD, DGCA/AAI, DSS, PMB,
Indian Registry of Shipping,
Department of Fisheries, ISTRAC,
INCOIS, DMA, CISF, Customs, Andaman Merchant club,
Rep of sport fishing club etc, actively contributed to the
discussions during the event.

IT IS INDEED A
BEAUTIFUL
HOLIDAY
PRODUCT
WAITING TO
BE EXPLORED
BY THE
LARGER
SECTION OF
LEISURE
INDIAN
TRAVELLERS
joint marketing initiative.
The visit of these young,
inspirational women will
make people aware about
this great holiday destination.” Korea is a popular
destination for business as
well. Commenting on the
same, Kwon said, “Korea is
a one stop destination for
travellers as it has a lot to
offer, from futuristic cities to
advanced technology,
buzzing nightlife, legendary
food, K-Pop dramas, highquality cosmetics and beautiful lndscapes. It is also
coming up as a new business
destination with major tech
companies taking over.”

B R I E F S

ICAI SIGNS THE MUTUAL RECOGNITION
AGREEMENT WITH CPA IRELAND

The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI)
has signed the Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA)
with CPA Ireland on October 5 in Ireland. Signing of
the Agreement between ICAI and CPA Ireland would
facilitate mutually recognising the qualification of each
other’s and
admit the
members in
good standing
by prescribing a
bridging
mechanism
between the two
institutes. Under the terms of MRA, an ICAI member
in good standing of ICAI can become the member of
CPA Ireland on completing and passing two online
tests in Irish Taxation and Irish Law & Strategy.
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on July 18 had approved the signing of MRA
between the ICAI and CPA Ireland. While signing the
MRA, CA. Naveen N.D. Gupta, President, ICAI
mentioned that “The MRA between ICAI and CPA
Ireland would help to foster strong working relations
between the two accounting institutes and will lead to
greater mobility of professionals at either end.”
Cormac Mohan, President, CPA Ireland expressed,
“The MRA between ICAI and CPA Ireland would be
beneficial for the members of both Institutes and they
can enjoy the benefits that each organisation offers.”
Eamonn Siggins, CEO, CPA Ireland and CA. S.B.
Zaware, Central Council Member, ICAI were also
present during the MRA signing ceremony.

holders in achieving targets set
in India’s National Steel Policy
- 2030. The sector has a huge
potential which is yet to be
tapped fully and can create 6
million additional jobs by
2025. This conference will aid
in charting a roadmap for
mining and metals industry.”
The two-day conference
saw speakers deliberate on
developing the minerals and
metals industry vision 2013
and the global perspective of
minerals and metals.
The conference also had a
dedicated Global CEO Session
and Country Panel Discussion,
engaging top CEOs and country heads of national and international organisations, deliberating on the future of minerals and metals worldwide. The
event aimed to achieve an
understanding of the global
commodities market for minerals and metals, highlighting
the inter-linkage between mineral development and economic growth, the developments in the international
metals market that can impact
the Indian metals industry
and identifying opportunities
in Indian mining and metals.
Conceptualised and hosted by NMDC, the conference
is supported by Ministry of
Steel, Ministry of Mines, and
Ministry of External Affairs,
and is being organised by
NMDC in association with
FICCI and Metalogic.

country is known for its
diverse landscapes, colourful
cultures and traditions, in
addition to its much popular night life and culture.
With an aim to promote
Korea as a memorable
tourist destination, the Korea
Tourism Organisation
(KTO) in association with
Cox & Kings Limited organised a trip for Femina Miss
India 2018 winner
Anukreethy Vas and
the First Runner-up
M e e n a k s h i
Chaudhary. This initiative was supported
by the Gyeonggi
Tourism, Seoul Tourism
Organisation and the Jeju
Tourism Organisation.
Speaking on the joint
marketing initiative and content development programme for South Korea,
Karan Anand, Head,
Relationships and Supplier
Management, Cox & Kings
Limited said, “We at Cox &
Kings have been thought
leaders in the travel space,
pioneering several innovative concepts and products
for the Indian traveller. One
such initiative has been our
association with fbb Colors
Femina Miss India, to use
their talent as influencers
attracting tourism traffic to
destinations we chose to
partner with. This year, we
have roped in not one, but
two Miss India talents to create content focusing on 18
different reasons Indians
must consider to travel to
South Korea on a holiday.
Anu Kreethy VAS, fbb
Colors Femina Miss India
World 2018 and Meenakshi
Chaudhary, fbb Colors
Femina Miss Grand India
2018, travelled across Jeju,
Gyeonggi and Seoul creating
content to be later reproduced across marketing platforms. I am not surprised to
hear positive reviews from
both these talents, after all
South Korea indeed is a
beautiful holiday product
waiting to be explored by the

larger section of leisure
Indian travellers, and as
always Cox & Kings has
once again thought out of
the box to do something special for Korea Tourism
Organisation in the form of
#18ReasonsToVisitSouthKor
ea”
Adding to this Jong Sool
Kwon, Director, Korea
Tourism Organisation New
Delhi, said, “We are really
happy with our association
with Cox & Kings for this

SCOPE APSE CONDUCTS EXECUTIVE
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

BOOK EXHIBITION ON MAHATMA'S
150TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

The National Book Trust India's Western Regional Office in Mumbai
organised a Book Exhibition which showcased books on Mahatma
Gandhi at Daman to coincide with his 150th birth anniversary
celebrations. The titles included illustrations on Mahatma Gandhi's
life, biographies, his contribution and viewpoints on various aspects
of the Indian society. These books can also be purchased from the
online web store of NBT and from Amazon.

ESIC WINS AWARD

The Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) has won the
“ISSA Good Practice Award” for Administrative Solution for Coverage
Extension at the “Regional Social Security Forum for Asia and the
Pacific” held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia recently.
The award recognises the measures taken by ESIC for extension of
coverage-SPREE (Scheme for Promoting Registration of Employers
and Employees), reduced rate of contribution rates for 24 months in
newly implemented areas and raising the wage limit for coverage
under the ESI Act, etc.
Raj Kumar, IAS, Director General, ESIC represented Employees' State
Insurance Corporation and received the Certificate of Merit on behalf
of ESIC.

SCOPE Academy of Public Sector Enterprises
(APSE) conducted the week-long 11th Executive
Development Program for young executives of
Public Sector Enterprises (PSEs) at APSE
premises. Ajit Seth, Former Cabinet Secretary to
Government of India and the Former Chairman,
Public Enterprises Selection Board emphasised
that training and enhanced leadership skills,
understanding best global practices and
customising these skills in the Indian context can
help PSEs reach higher levels of excellence. Dr U D
Choubey, Director General, SCOPE said that
successful companies are those who have strong
Corporate Governance norms and transparency in

INDIA EXPO MART IS
THE BEST MICE VENUE

functioning that leads to stakeholder's trust which
further translates to enhancement of stakeholder
value.
India Expo Mart has been once again awarded as
The Best MICE venue of the year and its Chairman
Rakesh Kumar has been honored as Best MICE
Person for the year 2018 at the 14th International
Hospitality & Travel Awards 2018 held at Hotel
Ashok, New Delhi on October 5. Ramdass
Athawale, Union Minister of State for Social
Justice and Empowerment gave away the awards.
During last year also India Expo Centre & Mart
and its Chairman Rakesh Kumar were awarded
during International Hospitality & Travel awards.
Receiving the accolade, Rakesh Kumar said,
“India Expo Mart has been setting quality and
service benchmarks since its inception. Our ultramodern infrastructure is a testimony to our
commitment to provide world-class facilities to
the event organisers.”

BSES CSR EMPOWERS OVER 3 LAKH WOMEN

Focussing on women (and girl) empowerment is a key element of BSES CSR programs, which aims to
contribute to welfare and growth of the society in a sustained manner. In the last four years, the
discoms’ CSR programmes have reached-out to and empowered over 3 lakh women, which is around 50
per cent of the total (over) six
lakh beneficiaries. Moreover,
these programmes have
benefited women between the
ages of 12 and 97 years.
The BSES’ CSR programs are
empowering and reaching-out to
women through several activities
in five main categories,
including: (i) Education, (ii)
Energy Conservation, (iii) Health,
(iv) Sanitation and (vi) Self
Defence Training etc. Some of these programs like “Adult Literacy”, “Vocational Training”, “Self Defence”
are exclusively for women. Even for other, programmes like “Energy Conservation”, “Health Camps”,
“Eye Care Camps”, “Sports”, “Cancer Detection” and “Sanitation”, the share of women beneficiaries is
well above 40 per cent.
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Influence,
Lipa, Elliott
join AMA lineup
DUA LIPA, CIARA and
MISSY ELLIOTT have
joined the American Music
Awards lineup.
The announcement
was made by Dick
Clark Productions and
ABC.
Lipa will perform two
songs from her selftitled 2017 debut
album, including the
hit Electricity, while
Elliott will be a featured guest on two
Ciara songs, Level
Up, released earlier
this year and Dose,
from her forthcoming
album.
There will also be a
tribute to Aretha Franklin,
who passed away in July.

‘My next film will be
called Kaagaz now. I
believe Pankaj
Tripathi’s USP is his
impeccable ability to
get into the
skin of all
the characters he plays
on screen
and do complete justice
to every
role. From playing a
comic character to a
brutal villain, his versatility amazes me.
— Satish Kaushik
“I think inculcating traditions in
my daughter is natural to me, it is
not conditional. That is how I am
raised. So what we
end up doing as
parents, knowingly
or unknowingly, we
pass on to our children as traditions
because that is the
natural flow of life,"
Aishwarya Rai said. “One of the
common things that both of our
(Abhishek and my) family shares
is, we enjoy being Indian. We
genuinely enjoy all our festivities.”

nly after a long night of suffering can you
come to the sweet taste of dawn. Veteran
O
filmmaker, producer Mahesh Bhatt feels
pain is a part of life, like night is a part
of the 24-hour cycle and whatever is
born, dies. The only thing that is eternal is love, which is not dependent
on marriage.
“Jalebi goes beyond the space
of ‘and they lived happily ever after.’
There is pain, separation and longing. Since the audience wants real
things these days, this film reflects
the lives of real people,” he says. The
film tells you how to live in an age of
bewilderment when the old stories have
collapsed and no new story has yet
emerged to replace them.
The film, a remake of the Bengali hit
Praktan, has already been told to the audience. When asked why this version was
unique, he says, “A story is not a situation,
instead it is a world view of what you as
a filmmaker set out to do with the given
circumstances and what you bring out
from the characters. Though the structure
is of Praktan, the entire insight breaks the
patriarchal system. Praktan is still tied to
the patriarchal structure. It is looked within the walls of a woman defining herself
within the space of marriage; that she’ll be
looked upon as a successful person provided she makes the marriage work.
But Jalebi takes you beyond where the
TV soap operas go and beyond where Praktan
ended.”
The film is a look at troubled love stories since
youngsters are asking for a new look at the subject.
“They are not at all happy to settle for the fairytale
romance that is being dished out to them. They
want a fresh, brave, and real look at love and that’s
exactly what Jalebi does,” Bhatt adds.
He strongly feels that modern relationships are
asking for a new definition, they are not going to
live by your references of the past or by the stan-

Now it’s Rohit Roy, more heat on Alok
ore allegations against Bollywood stars continued to pour in on Wednesday with actress
M
Sandhya Mridul levelling charges against Alok Nath

confluence and
fluidity in between

We are Kindred
of Australia
showcased
brocades of UP

The Lotus Fashion week was all about global interpretation of our
weaves, skills and unique stories. ANEETH ARORA, SAMANTH
CHAUHAN and RIMZIM DADU stood out with their newness
ashion weeks are awaited with
bated breath for they highlight a
plethora of motifs, textures,
fabrics along with zany twists to traditional Indian and Western silhouettes and set the trend for the coming
months. So the Lotus Make-Up India
Fashion Week (LMIFW), ostensibly
showcasing spring/summer 2019,
drew a lot on earth elements, a palette
of colour, indigenous weaves and
technology that has made design and
immersive and fluid experience.
Designer Anupama Dayal’s collection Broken focussed on bringing out
the new from within, a metaphor for
rebuilding life with the old pieces. Using
the Japanese concept of filling a broken
bowl with gold to make it more beautiful than the original, the work was an
exploration of the internal being. She
used rainbow and star fish motifs in different sizes since they can regenerate
new limbs when the old ones get damaged. She also used bold patchworks
in eclectic prints with boundaries
defined in gold. “It is a story that
believes in ‘with women, and for
women.’ These designs signify how
women break through situations, events
and innumerous responsibilities. But
even after such hurdles, every woman
has the strength to emerge brighter and
much more beautiful, even if she is broken,” said Dayal post-show.
Another brand, Péro by Aneeth
Arora, used underwater motifs in
powder blue and turquoise, so they
appeared floating in the ocean. Colour
blocking, frills and ruffles dominated
the collection along with crocheted edgings and beaded fringes, all with locally-sourced ingredients. Woven in various parts of India like Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, Bhagalpur and Banaras, versatile across multiple categories this season, Arora’s ginghams and tartans
were light-hearted plaids featuring
warm, upbeat pastels and neutrals
together. Stripes were refreshed with
wide widths in vivid contrasts, providing a contemporary vibe. She worked
with the “kadhwa” weavers of Banaras,
who embroider motifs on the loom.
Along with the simplicity of modern colours and prints were the decadent hand embroideries, meticulously crafted and luxurious with elaborate floral motifs etched into handwoven tartans and stripes, along with
velvets and linens. The shimmer and
reflection of light in water had been
captured by rendering these delicate

F

Samant
Chauhan used
Mumbai as
inspiration

aquatic prints of flora and
fauna, through gradation of
sequins, beads and threads on
hand-woven
grounds.
Crocheted edgings and beaded
fringes, developed closely with
the skilled Afghani refugees, were
celebrated to add to the whole
Caribbean mood. Different
materials were utilised for
their textures, including
hand-crafted ceramic buttons gingerly glazed in Indian
hues.
Samant Chauhan’s latest
collection brought together
nostalgia and the city of
Mumbai together. His collection was a homage to
the past that is quickly
being redeveloped and
recast into the present,
which is also fast slipping
into the future. It was
about European influence and confluence.
He played around with
structures, silks, pastel
colours and elaborate
but subtle embroidery,
almost like embossed
porcelain, in flowing
European lines.
Collaborations were the
order of the day. The
Ministr y of Textiles,
Government of India and
the Australian High
Commission in India

‘Women don’t need men to live’
Filmmaker MAHESH BHATT
speaks to AYUSHI SHARMA about
filling the lacuna left by existing
love stories

METOO SKELETONS

dards of what was given to your mother and grandmother. Their lives are different now. Women are
more assertive, they no longer need a man to complete their lives. Earlier, you were attached to a man
because you needed means to make a living and
today it’s vice versa. India is evolving, Indian
girls are changing, they all have new hopes and
aspirations.
As Mahesh Bhatt is returning to the director’s chair after nearly a 20-year hiatus
with Sadak 2, in which he is directing
his daughters Alia and Pooja, he says
that he’s a bit nervous and scared to
direct his daughters “because they’re
young and they’re very talented.”
“I have no idea whether I’ll be
adequate enough to match their
thirst. They have the critical faculty to see what is relevant and
irrelevant. It won’t be a red carpet
because they are my biological offspring, no. It is going to be on their
terms and I think that’s the job of the
young generation, to challenge the conclusions and certainty of the old and only
if we can survive that then we’re worth
being directors,” he says.
The veteran sees himself as an old
gladiator but in a new arena with new
fighters. “I come with my zeal but I also
doubt whether I’ll be able to rise up to
the expectations of the world.” he adds.
In the past few weeks, several
celebrities have opened up about incidents of sexual harassment in the
wake of the #MeToo movement and
Bhatt comes out in full support of it but
cautions that it shouldn’t be misused.
“It’s not restricted to the film
industry. Entertainment industry
should support women, but also
give accused the right to be looked
upon as innocent till proven guilty,” he says. “Tu
kaun hai tera naam hai kya, Sita bi yeha badnaam
hui. Women have fought this for a long time and
now there’s more power to them. You can’t solve
these problems with opinions. It needs a deeper
and inner change, unless there are more people like
the character of Dev in Jalebi, where he genuinely
looks at women with good intentions like our Indian
culture has always looked,” he says.
Photo: Pankaj Kumar

brought five designers together to
work with Indian handlooms. Said
designers Romance was Born, We are
Kindred, Brother’s Earth, Cassandra
Harper and Roopa, “We are pleased
to showcase Indian handlooms with
design interpretations from five
Australian designers. This collaboration will highlight the versatility of the
Indian textiles, opening gates to foreign intervention,”said Sanjay Rastogi,
DC (Handlooms), Ministry of
Textiles. The show comprised collections developed by Romance Was
Born and We are Kindred with brocades from Uttar Pradesh, Brother’s
Earth in collaboration with Indian
designer Naushad Ali with natural
indigo-dyed handloom textiles from
Tamil Nadu, Cassandra Harper
with ikats from Telangana and
Roopa with silks from West
Bengal.
“Hand-woven textiles bring
a unique character to the garment. We are living in an exciting time in fashion where the
story behind the garment is more
important than ever. This intersection of story and the richness of
handloom has inspired
Brothers Earth and Naushad
Ali to collaborate on this
men’s capsule. We are so
excited to be part of the
Australian Fest,” said
Brothers Earth. Roopa
Pemmaraju’s S/S 19 collection stood out for paying
homage to the ancient
network of trade routes
that once connected the
East and West.
Rimzim Dadu’s
HUEMN SS19 collection was influenced
by the cultural and
socio-economic
ambience of conflict
ridden
Kashmir set
against its raw
beauty; and
the hope
and pride in
its growing
youth. It’s stark
contrasts of
what
has
passed and
what is to come
formed the backPero focussed on
bone of the narramarine motifs

he best day when I was most proud
of myself was during the race
T
called Paris-Nice 2005 where I helped
a very close friend, Bobby Julich, win
it. He had sacrificed to help me in the
past and I thought that this was the
moment that I could pay back. When
he was standing on the podium and his
wife and children were happy, it was the
most rewarding day of my life. I’ve had
a bunch of wins but it was the most
memorable day,” says Jens Voigt,
German former professional road bicycle racer who was recently in the
country. For those who have been a part
of any competitive sport, this act of
Voigt can give a little insight into the
man.
Sitting at a restaurant of a five star
hotel in central Delhi, Voigt was casually dressed in a blue T-shirt, which carried the name Trek — the bicycle manufacturer with whom his name has been
associated since 2011 as its global
brand ambassador. He retired from
active racing four years ago but continues to be as busy if not more. “I was in
California, then travelled home to
Germany for two days and now I am
in India. Earlier, I was travelling more
within Europe but now it is greater distances. It gives me a chance to see beautiful places and meet interesting people. I have 10 different bosses and 10
different jobs,” he says and goes on to
add with a laugh, “If I had known how
good retired life would be, I would have
done it 20 years ago.”
And it has perks like watching
countries like India where the cycling
culture is young, growing fast. “I can see
the change from my first visit in March
to now. At a bike race, more than 6,000
people showed up. It is going the right
way. People are now interested in bikes
that are lighter with smaller wheels that
go faster rather than the more utilatirian ones with broader wheels.”
Voigt, who was born in what was
then East Germany, says, “My school
teachers told my parents that since I
talked a lot, had a lot of energy and was
a pretty wild child, I should start
cycling to burn off.” He won the first
race that he took part in and as was the
norm, the Communist government

tive.
The line comprised multi-dimensional clothing in classic Huemn style
with pattern play and a strong interjection of hand-made surfaces and
athletic detail to translate a fearless and
modern, urban aesthetic. Photographs
by Hanauer and Azaan Shah have
been played with and converted into
print and mixed media textures. An
assortment of intricate hand-work
techniques were used to add unexpected detail to individual garments.
The mood was powerful yet playful
with edgy, contemporary styling.
The collection drew inspiration
from age old techniques of lace-making and stencilling in signature materials like handmade chiffon cords,
metallic cords and metal wires. The collection explored sculptural forms for
ready to wear clothing using couturelike techniques. His collection aimed to
explore intersections between fashion,
art and technology through a collaboration with a multi-disciplinary artist
— Harshvardhan Kadam of
Inkbrushnme — and an interactive
experience with technology studio
Digital Jalebi. While the artist used the
virtual world as his canvas to interpret
Dadu’s collection with Google Tilt
Brush, the audience had the opportunity to see every brush stroke he made
in thin air on huge walls. It was the first
time virtual reality was being used live
for a fashion show in India.
If Dayal’s collection was an exploration of the internal workings of a person, Rajesh Pratap Singh’s collection was
a tribute to adventure, travel, the roaming spirit, the exploration of the physical and that which is beyond.
His Above the tree line was
inspired by Pahadi roots. Rugged,
rocky asymmetric silhouettes, deconstructed shapes with inside-out seams,
the collection was a tribute to the
mountains with their mystique and
challenges. Fabrics used comprised
wool-linen blends, weaves that are
made on handlooms and ikats. Handcrafted shoes and gloves accessorised
the look.
The FDCI has also collaborated
with the Japanese Embassy to bring
promising designer Atsushi
Nakashima to the LMIFW.
Nakashima, who has worked as an
assistant designer with Jean Paul
Gaultier, has also showcased at Milan
Fashion Week in the past.
Photo: Pankaj Kumar

and her also sounding a note of caution against levelling fake charges and thereby diluting the
impact of #MeToo.
“Dear women. I’m requesting you all .. please
do not make false allegations and derail what is an
extremely crucial movement. Please. Just the truth.
No personal agenda. No lies that disempower the
truthful. Thank you. Much love,” she wrote on
Twitter.
Mridul joined script writer Vinta Nanda, who
had revealed how Nath had raped her two decades
ago. She said that Nath had harassed her while they
were working in Kodaikanal on a teleplay in the
1990s.
A fresh face to join the list of those accused is
Rohit Roy. A woman on Twitter said that Roy sent
her suggestive messages when she was 16. “He’s
harassed me on several occasions since, trying to
get me to kiss him. Including when his wife (was)
in the next room,” she wrote.
Singer Sona Mahapatra accused singer Kailash
Kher of sexual harassment as well in a Twitter post.
She said, “I met Kailash for coffee in Prithvi Café
to discuss a forthcoming concert where both our
bands were playing & after the usual, a hand on my
thigh with lines like, ‘you are so beautiful, feel so
good that a musician got you (Ram) not an actor.
I left not soon after.” She is among five women who
have accused him of touching them inappropriately or making lewd comments.
Meanwhile singer Abhijeet Bhattacharya, who
was accused by a
flight attendant,
hit back saying
he doesn’t know
the people who
charged him. In
fact, he embodied
the medieval
marauder syndrome by saying,
“All
these
(women) are
retired and aged
people. Those
who have never
seen success in
their lives and are
supposed to be
husband-beaters, men beaters and most frustrated
persons are making up such stories.”
Meanwhile, the negative sentiment against
filmmaker Vikas Bahl heated up with actor Imran
Khan opening up about how three actresses had
confided in him about the director. “I have heard
his stories from three other actresses. Ranging from
inappropriate touching to straight up saying that if
you were cast in the film, what will I get in return,”
he said. Imran said that he was earlier advised
against speaking about sexual harassment in the
industry.
Another woman accused actor Rajat Kapoor
today for inappropriate behaviour. Journalist
Sandhya Menon shared the incident that the
woman, who remains anonymous, faced. Kapoor
called her a ‘little bitch’ and insisted that he be called
‘master’. The industry has also taken action against
him by dropping his film from Mumbai Academy
of the Moving Image (MAMI) film festival.
Filmmaker Anurag Kashyap dropped out as a board
member from the film festival for remaining silent
against complaints about Bahl. He is also facing a
lawsuit from Bahl for defamation.
Actress Amyra Dastur said she has been a victim of “harassment” at the hands of “men and
women” but doesn’t have the guts to name and
shame them.
The 25-year-old, however, added that while she
has not faced casting couch in the south or
Bollywood, she faced her share of harassment in
both industries. “I don’t have the guts to name them
because they are powerful people,” she said.

NEVER GIVE UP
While cyclist JENS
VOIGT has won many
races in his career, it
is his innate
humaneness that
shines through, says
SAIMI SATTAR
paid for sports training. “The local team
came up and presented me with a shiny
silver metallic bike. My parents were
working class and it was the first time
that I had something that was not a
hand-me-down from my older brother or something which I had to share
with my younger sister. I was thrilled,”
he says. Life came a full circle when
Diamant, the oldest bike making
company in Europe, was faced with
imminent closure and was taken over
by Trek. “Now my kids ride the same
bikes that I did as a child,” he says, the
thrill clearly palpable in his voice.
During a career that spread over 18
years as a pro and 33 years in all, Voigt
had 65 wins which, he believes, was
“pretty good”. But then he places the statistics: “I probably failed 650 times. So
nine times out of 10 is not the best odds
but you need to accept it,” he says. And
for him that is what kept him going. “A
person holds his/her destiny in their
hands. You basically take your passion
and make it happen. So you try to make
the best out of what is given to you. Selfbelief is important if you are starting out
on a Tour of France which is for 21 days
and has 3,500 participants.”
But beyond the mind game, cycling
also needs peak physical fitness.
During a normal year, when he was a
part of the circuit, Voigt would do
35,000 km, of which 15,000 would be
racing and 20,000 training. “In cycling

aerodynamics is important because
there is resistance to wind. The
weight of the rider is important as the
lighter you are the better it is. So during the Tour of France, I would be
really thin with less than 4 per cent
body weight. So you have to pay
attention to your diet. The training
cannot be done within two hours, it
is a process for that stretches over the
entire day,” says Voigt, who rides a
model called Madone, which he
helped develop at Trek.
To sustain in the sport, he feels
dedication, passion, a certain amount
of intelligence, willingness to accept
the challenge obstacles, challenges
and defeat but not get bogged down
by defeat. He has been through 75
crashes, broken 11 bones and has 25
needles and screws in his body.
“While your family does live off the
money and you have a good life, there
are sacrifices to be made. I have very
often missed the first day at school
or performance which made it it hard
for me. My wife has kept things under
control and has my back. I would not
have been able to be a professional
cyclist, if it had not been for her. My

family enjoys and suffer in equal
parts,” he says.
Voigt met his wife when he was
22. Six children and many years down
the line, they continue to be inseparable. “I met her father and told my
friend that he was certainly not pretty so it was unlikely that the daughter would be. But soon I saw her and
she had her hair in a ponytail which
bounced and my head went like this,”
he says, bobbing his head up and
down as he recollected the incident
which happened years back.
After retirement, he also works as
a TV commentator who gives colour
and insight about the sport. “I know
most of the cyclists and I can talk to
them but it is tricky. I always tell them
whether I am calling them as a
friend or journalist. If you can’t separate the two, then you lose the trust
and it won’t come back.”
Voigt started a sportswear brand
called Shut Up Legs which was his
catch phrase years ago. “I still get pictures from Boston or Australian
marathon where you have it written
on the road. It will be out there when
I am gone,” he says, signing off.

sport 15

LUCKNOW | THURSDAY | OCTOBER 11, 2018

Federer’s shaky start to Shanghai defence
Roger beats Medvedev in a scary clash; del Potro thrashs Gasquet; Zverev defeats 23 seed Basilashvili
AFP n SHANGHAI

oger Federer was given a huge scare
before finally seeing off Russia's
Daniil Medvedev 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 to
open his Shanghai Masters defence in
unconvincing fashion on Wednesday.
The 37-year-old Swiss top seed faces
Spain's unseeded Roberto Bautista Agut
on Thursday in the last 16.
The 20-time Grand Slam champion
initially wasted little time stamping his
mark on the tournament, breaking the
22nd-ranked Medvedev in the first game.
But Medvedev, fresh from winning
the Japan Open, broke back and enjoyed
even more luck on Federer's service in the
second set.
Federer's large cheering squad —
decked out in matching red T-shirts —
looked on in disbelief as Medvedev
grabbed the second set.
The 22-year-old then put the Swiss
under immediate pressure on his serve
in the deciding set, only for an uncharacteristically flustered Federer to hold.
In what was the first meeting between
the pair, Federer broke in the ninth game
to finally destroy Medvedev's resolve in
just under two hours.
With the exception of injured world
number one Rafael Nadal, Federer's
chief rivals are all still in the mix.
Juan Martin del Potro and Alexander
Zverev both defied illness to join Federer

R

Del Potro waves after defeating Richard Gasquet in their men’s single match, 9right) Roger Federer, right, shakes hands with Daniil Medvedev after their men's singles match of the Shanghai Masters

and Novak Djokovic in the next round.
Del Potro, the third seed, said that he
is suffering from a virus and reviewing

his health "hour by hour", after labouring past France's Richard Gasquet.
The Argentine lost Sunday's final of

the China Open in Beijing to unseeded
Nikoloz Basilashvili and afterwards
revealed that he had been unwell.
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Three days on and the 30-year-old
continues to be under the weather, but
just about did enough to see off Gasquet

Saurabh shoots gold in Youth Olympics Harvinder bags gold

in Asian Para Games

PTI n BUENOS AIRES

ulling the trigger to the best of his ability, Saurabh Chaudhary gunned down
the men's 10m air pistol gold, capping off
the Indian shooting team's campaign at the
Youth Olympics here Wednesday in the
manner that befits its best-ever showing.
The 16-year-old Chaudhary dominated the final, shooting 244.2 to finish on top
of the podium ahead of South Korea's Sung
Yunho (236.7).
Switzerland's Solari Jason bagged the
bronze with 215.6 at the Parque
Polideportivo Roca shooting range.
The Indian had a staggering 18 scores
of 10 and above in the eight-man finals.
Chaudhary, an Asian Games and Junior
ISSF World Championship gold medallist,
also topped the qualifying with 580.
Hailing from Kalina village near Meerut,
Chaudhary led from start to finish to
emerge winner, a day after another 16-yearold, Manu Bhaker, won the women's pistol
event.
Despite four scores of under 10 to start
with, Chaudhary managed to stay ahead and
then extended his domination with scores
of 10.7 10.4 10.4 and 10.0.
He continued to lead the pack as the
finals entered the elimination stage.
Chaudhary led at the end of stage 1
despite shooting under 10 in four attempts.
While a high 10.8 was his best in the first
series, in the second series of first stage he
had four scores of 10 and above, including
a 10.7, which placed him way ahead of the
rest of the pack.
This despite an equally impressive
series of 10.0 10.7 10.2 and 10.1 by
Switzerland's Solari Jason.
An 8.5 saw the Swiss being pipped by
Korea's Sung Yunho, even as the Indian continued to produce excellent scores.
Saurabh had two slow starts in the day,
the first in qualifying when he was briefly
placed 11th in the 20-man field before
stamping his class with a solid 580 over 60
shots to top the standings.
Then he began slowly in the finals, but
then literally decimated the field, opening
up leads of 0.8 after five shots, 2.9 after 10
shots, a full five points after the 18th shot
and eventually finished with 244.2, a full 7.5
points clear of silver winning Korean Sung
Yunho, who finished with 236.7.
This was India's fourth podium from
shooting in four days, as the four individual shooters at the Games - Shahu Mane,
Mehuli Ghosh, Many Bhaker and
Chaudhary -- won two gold and two silver
medals between them.
Chaudhary topped the qualifying with
580 ahead of Iran's Salavati Erfan and Czech
Republic's Schejbal Pavel. The India's
sequence of scores included 97, 96, 95, 100,
95, 97.
The teen sensation entered the event on

PTI n JAKARTA

P

arvinder Singh notched up
India's maiden archery Gold in
the Asian Para Games by finishing on
top in the men's individual recurve
event, while the country also picked
up three Silver and four Bronze
medals on day 5 of the competitions
here.
Harvinder defeated China's Zhao
Lixue 6-0 in the W2/ST category final
to claim the top honours and take
India's gold tally to seven.
The W2 category of impairment covers athletes with paraplegia,
diplegia or double leg amputation
below the knee, requiring wheelchair.
The ST category is for archers
with limited impairment and who
may take aim without having to need
a wheelchair.
Para-athletics, chess table tennis
gave India three Silver medals on
Wednesday, while the Bronze medals
came from para-powerlifting, besides
para-athletics.
It started with Monu Ghangas
claiming the Silver in the men's discus throw F11 category before Vijay
Kumar claimed the second spot in
the men's long jump T42/T61/T63
category.
Mohammed Yasser then fetched

the back of a blazing run.
The Asiad gold medallist created a new
junior world record to clinch the air pistol
junior men gold in the 52nd ISSF Shooting
World Championship in Changwon last
month.
Before his exploits in Korea, Chaudhary
became only the fifth Indian shooter to claim
a gold in the Asian Games history, beating
a field of multiple world and Olympic champions in the 10m air pistol finals.

in total during the match compared to just
five from their opponents.
India scored a goal a minute in the first
five minutes of the second half through
Mumtaz (11th, 12th, 15th), Salima (13th)
and Chetna (14th).
India's 15th and Chetna's third came in
the 17th minute. Ishika Chaudhary scored
India's last goal in the final minute ensuring all players except the goalkeeper entered
the scoresheet.

INDIAN EVES THRASH VANUATU 16-0

ARCHANA KAMATH LOSES IN S/F

India's under-18 women's hockey
team hammered Vanuatu 16-0 in its third
match of the five-a-side competition in the
Youth Olympic Games here.
Forward Mumtaz Khan (8th, 11th,
12th, 15th) scored four times and Chetna
scored thrice (6th, 14th, 17th) to help India
achieve the dominating win on Monday
night.
In-form striker Lalremsiami opened
India's account scoring in the second
minute. Thirty seconds later, Reet scored
India's second and a minute later skipper
Salima Tete joined the party to make it 3-0
in just four minutes of the first period.
Baljeet Kaur then put her name on the
score-sheet twice in the fifth minute making it 5-0. Chetna scored first of her three
goals in the sixth minute as Reet doubled
her tally in the same minute to take India
to 7-0.
Mumtaz (8th) and Lalremsiami (10th)
also scored before the first period ended at
9-0 in India's favour.
The second period was no different as
India continued to add to Vanuatu's misery
by scoring goals at will.
The island nation, which conceded 32
goals in its last two outings, hardly had any
shots on India's goal.
The Indians took as many as 40 shots

Archana Kamath's stunning run in the
table tennis competition of the Youth
Olympics ended with a loss in the semifinals here on Wednesday.
She lost 1-4 after valiantly trying to
unravel the second seed from China,
Yingsha Sun, in a tense encounter. Archana
is still in the running for the bronze medal
though, when she takes on Romania's
Andreea Dragoman later in the evening,
early morning in India.
The 18-year-old from Karnataka had
created history in the morning, becoming
the first Indian ever to enter the semifinals
of the Youth Olympics. She defeated
Azerbaijan's Ning Jing 4-3 to achieve this
amazing feat.
Archana had her opportunity in the
fourth game, when she raced away to 5-0
lead and literally toyed with Yingsha to win
it 11-1. But her loss in the first three games
at 3, 7 and 6 had left her a mountain to
climb.
She fought valiantly in the fifth game,
which proved to be the decider, but Yingsha
had recovered her poise to unleash a series
of winners.
Earlier, Archana had to use all her skills,
energy and nerves to overcome Jing 4-3.
She pulled off a 13-11, 8-11, 6-11, 113, 6-11, 12-10, 11-7 win in the quarterfinals.

‘Shooters like Manu are strong Olympic medal hope’
PTI n NEW DELHI

aspal Rana feels the Asian
Games heartbreak was a
blessing in disguise for Manu
Bhaker, who went there as the
one who could do no wrong,
only to fall and rise again in a
matter of weeks.
The moment of glory at
the Youth Olympics, according
to the acclaimed shooterturned-coach, makes her a
strong Olympic medal hope,
alongside a few of her contemporaries.
Manu Bhaker poses for a photo
Delighted as much as he
was after the 16-year-old continue her medal-winning
Bhaker rediscovered her form run in Indonesia may have
with a first-ever gold medal for proved to be a boon, as she
India in shooting at the Youth learns to not only take failures
Olympics on Tuesday, Rana in her stride, but also overcome
admitted that not being able to them.
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A multiple Asian Games
and Commonwealth Games
gold medallist and now the
junior national coach, Rana
put in a lot of emphasis while
calling the likes of Bhaker

clear "Olympic materials".
"These shooters are clearly Olympic materials and we
should be careful in preparing
them for glory in the world's
biggest sporting event. I am
really happy with the way our
shooters have performed here
(Buenos Aires). We already
have three medals and could
have actually had two gold,"
Rana told PTI.
The 42-year-old was referring to rifle shooter Mehuli
Ghosh's medal, the colour of
which could have been yellow
instead of white, if she had
scored better than 9.1 in her
24th and final shot.
"She may not win everyday, but the experience will
help her become a better
shooter," Rana said.

Sharan-Sitak suffer shock
defeat in ATP Masters
PTI n NEW DELHI

ivij Sharan's maiden appearance at an ATP
Masters tournament ended with a second round
D
defeat as he and his partner Artem Sitak lost in straight

H

Caption

7-5, 7-6 (9/7).
Between coughs at his post-match
press conference, Del Potro said: "It wasn't easy to play for me today, I did what
I can. I didn't run too much.
"But I'm going like hour by hour and
see how I'm feeling," added Del Potro,
who plays 13th seed Borna Coric of
Croatia next in Shanghai.
"I got lucky that I won, but tomorrow
will be a different day.
"If I have a good night today and I
have a good recovery tomorrow morning, maybe I will feel a little bit better for
tomorrow night and play better than
today."
The 21-year-old Zverev fought off a
cold — he has had a sore throat and
blocked nose for a few days — and the
raw power of Basilashvili, winning 7-5,
6-4.
The fourth seed will play Australia's
world-ranked 33 Alex de Minaur.
Zverev said that Basilashvili, who is
up to a career-high ranking of 23,
"knows how to play, definitely".
"Probably the hardest-hitting player
I have ever played against," said Zverev.
Number two seed Djokovic nailed
his place in the last 16 on Tuesday with
a convincing victory over Jeremy Chardy.
The Serb, who is in sparkling form
having won Wimbledon and the US
Open this summer, plays the 16th seed
Marco Cecchinato of Italy on Thursday.

Hravinder Singh poses for a photo SAIMedia

a Bronze in the men's shot put F46
category.
In table tennis, the women's
doubles combination of Bhavinaben
Patel and Sonalben Patel lost the final
to Indonesia's A Dararat and
Paattarvadee Wararidamrongkul 411 12-14 to settle for a Silver medal
in the TT 3-5 category.
The chess board delivered a
Silver and two Bronze medals.
A Bronze trickled in from parapowerlifting where Sudhir finished
third in the upto 80kg category with
a lift of 192kg. India were 9th on the
overall tally with 7 Gold, 13 Silver and
17 Bronze for a total of 37 medals.

sets to third seeds Marcelo Melo and Luksz Kubot in
Shanghai on Wednesday.
Sharan and his Kiwi partner lost 3-6 4-6 to the
Brazilian-Polish combination, ranked sixth in the
world.
With this defeat,
no Indian is left in the
doubles draw as
Rohan Bopanna had
crashed in the first
round with his French
partner Edouard
Roger-Vasselin.
They had lost 6-7
(3) 4-6 to Ben
Mclachlan and JanLennard Struff.
"We lost serve once in the first set. Lost serve twice
in the second, both on deuce. Broke them once in the
second on deuce and they held another game on deuce.
So it was a close match. Would have liked to convert
some of those points and the result could have been
different. Still happy to get a chance to play in my first
ATP 1000," said Sharan, who will be playing in
Antwerp next.
Meanwhile, at the Tashkent Challenger in
Uzbekistan, the top seeded Indian pair of Vishnu
Vardhan and N Sriram Balaji suffered a shock defeat
against local wild card pair of Sanjar Fayziev and
Jurabek Karimov in the quarterfinals.

BOLT LOOKING TO HIS FIRST
FOOTBALL START IN SYDNEY
AFP n SYDNEY

superstar Usain Bolt
looks set to make his first
Sstartprint
as a professional footballer
on Friday, a challenge he said
could determine if he has a
future in the sport of his boyhood dreams.
Bolt said the coach of his
Central Coast Mariners, Mike
Mulvey, had indicated he would
be in the starting line-up in a
friendly against Macarthur
South West United in Sydney.
"For me, that's always a
good step, when the coach is
satisfied with your fitness to put

Usain Bolt in a file picture
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you in the starting line up -that's always a big step," Bolt
told Mariners' club media on
Wednesday.
"I am just happy to get the
chance and go out there and

start, and do my best because
that is the key thing."
The eight-time Olympic
champion made his footballing
debut in late August in a 20minute cameo as a substitute on
the left wing, nearly scoring but
tiring quickly. Bolt said he had
improved his fitness since, and
expected to spend more time
up front.
"My movement and my
touch is much better now," he
said. "I've learnt how to set my
body and where to place the
ball." The A-League has been
struggling in recent years with
fewer fans and dwindling TV

ratings, with football chiefs
hoping the arrival of big names
like Bolt will boost local interest.
The 100m world record
holder said he expected some
nerves when out on the pitch,
but was excited by the opportunity to prove his worth as a
footballer.
"This will be a big game. I
think it will determine if the
club makes up its mind on what
to do with my career. So for me
it's a very important game," he
said.
"I'm looking forward to
prove myself."

India beat Australia 5-4, seal semifinal spot
PTI N JOHOR BAHRU (MALAYSIA)

he Indian junior men's hockey team
recorded its fourth successive victory
T
at the Sultan of Johor Cup with a 5-4 win
over defending champions Australia,
assuring a semifinal spot.
The win has also helped India top the
pool.
India made a dominating start to the
game. Though their initial chance of
scoring from a PC went amiss, Gursahibjit
Singh scored a fine field goal to give India
1-0 lead in the 5th minute.
The team built on a good start to score
three more back-to-back goals in the 11th,
14th and 15th minute through Haspreet
Singh, Mandeep Mor and Vishnukant
Singh respectively. The 4-0 lead at the end
of the first quarter was a major setback for
the defending champions.
However, India faltered in their
defence in the second quarter only to give
away an easy goal through a penalty stroke
in the 18th minute. Damon Steffens, who
scored the first goal for Australia, ended
up scoring the second goal too when an

Indian junior men’s hockey team players celebrate after a goal

Indian infringement inside the circle saw
them concede a PC in the 35th minute,
narrowing the goal deficit to 4-2.
Though Shilanand Lakra scored in the
43rd minute to take India's lead to 5-3,
Australia put India through some tense
moments as they appeared to make a late
recovery, by stretching India's defence.

AP

In the 59th minute, the pressure to
defend the scoreline saw India colts give
away another penalty stroke which was
easily converted by Steffans, taking the goal
difference to just one. But India held their
nerves to finish the match in their favour.
India will next take on Britain in their
fifth match on October 12.
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‘DIFFICULT TO WIN TESTS IN INDIA’

Jason Holder feels that West Indies can’t win a Test in India even with the presence of Lara
PTI n HYDERABAD

est Indies skipper Jason Holder
on Wednesday took a dig at his
team's critics, pointing out that
even a far superior Caribbean outfit of the
90's, including the legendary Brian Lara,
couldn't win a Test series in India.
West Indies last drew an away Test
series against India way back in 1994
when Lara scored 91 at Mohali. However,
that was the only Test series that Lara
played in India.
When asked about critics lashing out
at their horrendous show in the first Test
against India in Rajkot, Holder said: "We
are playing the No.1 team, India, in their
backyard. And history would show we
haven't won a Test match here since 1994
and if you look at the players who came
through West Indies cricket - I think
Brian Lara and these greats have been
playing all that time."
Recently, former West Indies captain
Carl Hooper was critical of youngsters in
the island nations being only interested
in T20 contracts but without taking
names, the current skipper presented a
contrarian view.
"Again, everyone is entitled to their
opinion. I just focus primarily on what I
have to do and what the team has to do.
There's no point worrying about what
people have to say because people will
always have to say (something or the
other).
"The only way we
can silence the critics
- or try to silence them
because I don't think they'll
ever shut up - is by playing cricket."
The all-rounder, who is
yet to get fully fit for the second Test, looked clearly
unhappy with all the barbs
thrown at his inexperienced side.
"A lot has been
said about this Test
team in particular;
things that I am
not in agreement
with. Because we
have beaten top sides
in the last two-three
series we've played.
We probably haven't
won as many series as
we'd like. Within the
last year, I think
we've won two out

W

Dhoni's cover, Kohli's
workload key issues

IF FIT, GAYLE WILL
PLAY 2019 WC: HOLDER
HYDERABAD: He may have chosen the
Afghanistan Premier League over
international cricket but Chris Gayle will
"definitely play" next year's World Cup,
provided his near 40-year-old-body is able
to withstand the rigours, West Indies
captain Jason Holder said on Wednesday.
Gayle, who is not a centrally contracted
West Indies cricketer, signed off his List A
career for Jamaica with a century against
Barbados last week and will now play for
Balkh Legends in APL.
"He (Gayle) is definitely going to play the
World Cup once his body holds up and
he's fit. We'd welcome him into the team.
If you go back to the beginning of the year,
Chris made himself available for the World
Cup qualifiers. He only did that really
because he wants to play the World Cup,
he wants to play well for West Indies and
he wants to do well," Holder said.
Holder said that Gayle's exploits in
international cricket has made him a
household name in T20 leagues and no
one should grudge that.
"When he does that - he has plenty of
options around the world to make money it says something about the individual,
says something about what he wants and I
really admire that. He was obviously a
pivotal part in us qualifying to the World
Cup," Holder said.
Often a player of Gayle or Marlon Samuels'
calibre would find it difficult to motivate
themselves against associate nations, like
it happened during the ICC Qualifier, but
they never lacked intensity.
"Guys like him, Marlon Samuels, who
really made themselves available on that
instance (ICC Qualifiers), credit must go to
them and not only them, to each and every
individual who have come up to represent
West Indies.
"They knew the significance and
importance of that tournament; we played
against teams we probably weren't
accustomed to playing against. It was
difficult. But as the series went on, we
rallied well and we achieved the objective."

of four or five series we've played. So
I don't understand why people
would be this harsh towards us."
He also didn't agree with the
theory that West Indies can go the
Bangladesh way by concentrating
on one format - may be ODI or T20.
"I think I would disagree with

SINGLES
GUSTAVO MATOSAS NAMED COSTA RICA COACH
san jos: Former Uruguay international Gustavo Matosas has
been appointed as the new coach of Costa Rica, the country's
football federation said on Tuesday. The 51-year-old Matosas
takes over from Oscar Ramirez, whose contract was not renewed
after Costa Rica finished bottom of their group at the World Cup.
Matosas twice won the Mexican league in charge of Leon, while
he guided Club America to the CONCACAF Champions League title
in 2014-15. Costa Rica were eliminated in the group stage in
Russia with just one point, four years after the team made a
surprise run to the quarter-finals of the 2014 World Cup.

GOPI, RAWAT HEADLINE INDIAN FIELD AT ADHM
new delhi: Gopi T and defending champion Nitendra Singh
Rawat will lead the Indian challenge at the Airtel Delhi Half
Marathon on October 21. The Indian contingent will put up a fierce
fight as the Asian Marathon Champion Gopi will lead the Indian
Elite Men's category alongside course record holder Nitendra
Singh Rawat. The two ran a thrilling race at the 2018 Tata Mumbai
Marathon where Gopi pipped Rawat only in the last 200 metres to
win the title. Avinash Sable, who stood third in the 2017 Delhi Half
Marathon, will also add teeth to the competition. In the recently
concluded Open National Athletics Championships in
Bhubaneswar, Sable clinched the Gold in Steeplechase 3000m
erasing the 37-year-old national record in the process. Sanjivani
Jadhav and Monica Athare will lead the Indian Elite Women's
category. The USD 2,80,000 event will witness participants
running in four race categories - Half Marathon (elite & amateur),
Great Delhi Run, 10K Run, Senior Citizens and Champions with
Disability.

INDIAN TEAM LANDS IN CHINA FOR INT’L FRIENDLY
suzhou: Indian football coach Stephen Constantine said
Wednesday that the friendly international against China will be an
indicator to the team's progress ahead of next year's AFC Asian
Cup. The Indian team arrived here for the international friendly
against 76th ranked China on Saturday. "China are obviously a
good side. They play some good football. Our performance
against China will be a great indication of where we are and how
far we need to go," Constantine said. Defender Pritam Kotal said
they need to play friendlies against stronger opponents in order to
"tighten their screws"."We need to play more games against the
stronger teams to tighten the screws before we land in the UAE for
the Asian Cup. We are eagerly waiting to give our best in front of
the Chinese crowd on 13th," Kotal said. The team was greeted by
a pleasant temperature of 15 degrees. The match is slated to be
held at the Suzhou City Centre Olympic Stadium in Suzhou City.
This is the first time an Indian senior national team is playing
China away.

DISHEARTENED REHMAN RETIRES FROM INT’L CRICKET
lahore: Former Pakistan left-arm spinner Abdur Rehman, who
along with teammate Saeed Ajmal famously stunned England
during a 3-0 defeat in 2012, announced his retirement from
international cricket Wednesday. The 38-year-old took 19 wickets
and Ajmal finished with 24 when Pakistan whitewashed the thenworld number one Test team in United Arab Emirates six years
ago in one of the finest performances of his career. However
Rehman said he was disheartened as of late after being ignored by
national selectors. "I am announcing retirement from international
cricket with a heavy heart," Rehman told media in Lahore. "It was
a tough decision but I have decided to call it a day." A wily spinner
Rehman finished his 22 Test career just one short of a deserved
hundred wicket mark, while he took 30 in 31 one-days and eight
wickets in 11 Twenty20 internationals. His last Test was in Sri
Lanka in 2014 before the selectors began picking younger players
in his place to form a new team. Rehman said dismantling the
English batsmen in 2012 was his most memorable moment as a
professional.
Agencies

PTI n HYDERABAD

ahendra Singh Dhoni's poor batting form might
force selectors to include the flamboyant Rishabh
M
Pant when they pick the ODI squad for the limited-overs

Prithvi Shaw, right, and Mohammed Siraj attend a practice session ahead of their second test match, (left) Jason Holder in action during a match

that. If you look at our history in the last
three-four-five years, our suited formats
has ideally been T20 cricket and second
behind would be Test cricket. We are really struggling in ODI cricket for the last
10 years, if you go back that far.
"We've obviously had one or two
bright spots - our notable performance

in ICC 50-over cricket would be the
Champions Trophy that we won in
2004. You can see we tend to struggle in
ODI cricket. I think the bright spots in
the last two-three years have been in Test
cricket."
Holder believes that efforts should
be made to popularise Test cricket

AP

among youngsters.
"If you ask any great player in the
world, they say 'if you want to learn to
play the game, play Test cricket, play
longer format cricket'. So I think
that's something we urge a little more
to the players in the Caribbean to
understand."

leg of the ongoing home series against the West Indies,
here on Thursday.
It is still not clear whether the squad will be
announced for the first three games or the entire series,
which comprises five ODIs and three T20 Internationals
and starts on October 21.
Skipper Virat Kohli's presence may be another key
issue even though it's unlikely that he will be inclined
to rest for the entire series.
However, the primary
bone of contention will be
whether the selectors and
the team management will
at least agree on having a
cover batsman for Dhoni,
whose wicketkeeping
remains sharp but batting
form has been on the slide.
"We all know that
Dhoni will play till the
World Cup but there is no
harm in grooming Pant,
who could be a terrific No.6
or 7 batsman, who has the
ability to finish games," a
senior BCCI official privy to
selection matters said on
Wednesday.
Since his debut Test Dhoni in action during a match AP
hundred at the Oval followed by a stroke-filled 92 in Rajkot, calls for the 20-yearold's inclusion have only grown louder.
While Dinesh Karthik is already there, his consistency and inability to finish matches at crucial junctures
will keep the team management worried.
There are a few other permutations that the selectors might consider.
Kedar Jadhav's dodgy hamstring will rule him out
of the limited-overs leg which opens up one potential
middle-order batting slot.
Ambati Rayudu, after a good Asia Cup performance,
will retain his place even if Kohli decides to play.
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Jasprit Bumrah are set to
come back after a much-needed break during the ongoing Test series.
Ravindra Jadeja is also expected to make it after his
lion-hearted show as Axar Patel's replacement.
The axe might just fall on Manish Pandey, who has
had a poor run of late since getting a chance against
Afghanistan.

Abbas’s triple strike rattles Aus Tahir bowls South Africa
AFP n DUBAI

ard-working
fast
bowler
Mohammad Abbas took three wickH
ets in seven balls to bring Pakistan closer to victory in the first Test against
Australia in Dubai on Wednesday.
The right-arm medium pacer dismissed Aaron Finch (49) and the Marsh
brothers -- Shaun and Mitchell - for
ducks as Australia slumped from 87 without loss to finish the fourth day at 1363.
At stumps opener Usman Khawaja
was batting on a fighting 50 and Travis
Head on 34 as the pair had added an
invaluable 49 for the unbroken fourth
wicket stand to prolong Australia's resistance on a weary and spinning Dubai stadium pitch.
Pakistan will need seven more wickets while Australia require another 326
runs for an improbable victory to take a
1-0 lead in the two-match series, with the
second Test starting in Abu Dhabi from
October 16.
Abbas said he was "happy to be
among the wickets".
"I used the crease to bring the ball in
and got wickets from those deliveries,"
he said.
"We need seven more wickets so,
God willing, we will get them and get this
win for which we have worked very hard
and it will be good to take a lead in the
series."

Mohammad Abbas (center) celebrates with his team
mebers after after dismissing Aaron Finch
AP

AUSTRALIAN REPLAY

It was an action replay of the first
innings as Australian openers put on 87
—they made 142 in their total of 202 on
Tuesday — as Finch was trapped legbefore soon after tea with a sharp
incoming delivery from Abbas.
Finch, who took an unsuccessful
review, hit five boundaries in his knock.
Two balls later Abbas had the elder
Marsh caught behind and in his next over
trapped Mitchell right in front of the

stumps only to get the decision on review.
But it was Finch and Khawaja in the
afternoon session who batted with
resolve.
Pakistan-born Khawaja, who top
scored for Australia with 85 in the first
innings, held one end intact with resolute
batting, having so far hit six boundaries.
Abbas has figures of 3-26 to add to
his four wickets in the first innings, but
leg-spinner Yasir Shah was still wicketless in the match.
If Australia still wish to win this
match they will have to rewrite the history books as the highest chase in all Test
cricket is West Indies's 418-7, made
against Australia at Antigua in 2003.
Pakistan, who were 45 for three
overnight, declared 7.5 overs after lunch
on 181-6 at the fall of Asad Shafiq's wicket for 41.
Pakistan made 482 in their first
innings while in reply Australia were dismissed for 202.
Jon Holland, who took the key wicket of Azhar Ali for four on Tuesday, dismissed opener Imam-ul-Haq for 48,
caught and bowled off a flighted delivery.
Debutant Marnus Labuschagne then
had Haris Sohail caught close to the slips
for 39, leaving Pakistan at 110-4. Sohail
and Imam had added 65 runs for the
fourth wicket.
Holland had figures of 3-83 from 20
overs while off-spinner Nathan Lyon took
2-58.

to victory over Zimbabwe
AFP n EAST LONDON

eg-spinner Imran Tahir bowled
South Africa to a 34-run win in the
L
first Twenty20 international against
Zimbabwe at Buffalo Park on Tuesday.
Tahir took five for 23 as South
Africa, defending a modest total of 160
for six, bowled out the tourists for 126.
The damage was done in the first
four overs as Tahir, sharing the new
ball, took the first three wickets.
"I've been practising with the
new ball to see if I can get more accurate (in case) I get a chance to bowl
with it," he said after claiming his best
figures in 20-over internationals.
He came back later to take two
wickets off successive balls to reduce
Zimbabwe to 65 for six.
Peter Moor hit four successive
sixes off left-arm spinner Tabraiz
Shamsi as he and Brandon Mavuta
briefly raised Zimbabwean hopes
with an eighth wicket stand of 53 off
19 balls. Moor made 44 off 21 balls and
Mavuta hit 28 off 14 balls.
New cap Rassie van der Dussen
steadied South Africa's innings, scoring 56 after coming in with his team
struggling on 11 for two in the second
over.
Van der Dussen and David Miller
(39) put on 87 off 66 balls for the

South Africa players celebrate after winning AP

fourth wicket but South Africa were
unable to dominate against a disciplined Zimbabwe bowling attack on
a slow pitch.
Kyle Jarvis took three for 37 and
Chris Mpofu took two for 24. Both
claimed early wickets and bowled well
in the death overs, with South Africa
able to score only 36 runs while losing three wickets in the last four overs.
Leg-spinner Mavuta, 21, a former
Zimbabwe under-19 captain, showed
outstanding control, taking one for 19
in four overs. He dismissed South
African captain Faf du Plessis for a
hard-hit 34 off 20 balls.
"We thought 155 was par," said Du
Plessis. "It was a nice challenge for us
because there was quite a bit of dew
out there."

‘Need to play cautiously against every team in Champions Trophy’
PTI n MUSCAT

he Asiad disappointment still
"haunts" and Indian hockey capT
tain Manpreet Singh Wednesday said
they will have to approach and play
each and every game cautiously in the
Asian Champions Trophy.
The disappointment of losing to
Malaysia in the semifinals of the 18th
Asian Games in Indonesia still lingers.
"It was a tournament we should
have won and the disappointment of
losing to Malaysia in the semifinal still
haunts us," stated the midfielder,
who was named the captain for the
tournament here.
Over the past three weeks, the
Indian men's hockey team has been
put through the grind at the Kalinga
Stadium - the venue for the prestigious men's World Cup in
Bhubaneswar.
Doing well at the Asian
Champions Trophy will be integral in
their preparations for the mega event

on home soil later this year.
Manpreet said, "At the 18th Asian
Games Jakarta-Palembang, I think we
were slightly overconfident that we are
Asia's No.1 team and this complacency is what we need to avoid during the Hero Asian Champions
Trophy Muscat 2018 if we want to
retain the title.
Post the semifinal loss, the team
had several meetings to understand
where we went wrong and watched
the videos from that match numerous
times.
When we regrouped for the
National Camp, we told ourselves it's
time to move on and we cannot let the
past affect our chances at the upcoming two big tournaments."
The defending champions will
take on hosts Oman in their opening
match on October 18 and play archrivals and previous edition's runnersup Pakistan in their second round
robin match on October 20.
The captain stated that the chal-
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lenging weather conditions in Oman
will help them acclimatise to the
humid playing conditions in
Bhubaneswar.
"The playing conditions in Oman
will be similar to Bhubaneswar and we
are training hard, sometimes train till
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late in the night as some of our matches start late in the Hero Asian
Champions Trophy Muscat 2018.
"Our aim going into the tournament is simple. We play to our potential against every team without taking anyone including Oman lightly.

"There won't be any room for
complacency. We have watched videos
of how each of these teams play and
we are prepared for the challenge," he
said.
Speaking of his own role in the
midfield, in the absence of stalwart
Sardar Singh who announced his
retirement last month, Manpreet said:
"I always aim to do my best for the
team and what is expected from me
by the team.
"We have youngsters like
Nilakanta Sharma who plays beside
me and defender Hardik Singh who
is making his debut, the seniors constantly talk and communicate on
field to help the youngsters and
ensure everyone understands each
other's game well.
"Everyone is putting their best
effort in our preparations and we have
paid a lot of attention to on-field
communication apart from other
aspects of the game," Manpreet concluded.

