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Flagging concerns of oil con-
suming nations like India,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday pointed out to oil
producers like Saudi Arabia
that higher crude prices, which
have already sent retail petrol,
diesel and LPG rates to record
highs, are hurting global eco-
nomic growth and they should
do more to bring down the
rates to reasonable levels. 

He also asked them to
review the payment terms in
order to provide relief to a
weakened rupee. He was speak-
ing at the third annual brain-
storming meeting with chief
executives of top global and
Indian oil and gas companies
and experts.

Modi’s nudge to countries
like Saudi Arabia comes against
the backdrop of ever-increasing
prices of fuel and public unrest
amid increased concerns with-
in the ruling dispensation
ahead of the five Assembly
elections, considered the semi-
finals, in the next couple of
months before the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls finals.

The PM also appealed to
the oil producing countries to
channel their investible surplus
to pursue commercial exploita-
tion in the oil sector in devel-
oping countries, a statement
from his office said. During the
interaction, the Prime Minister
highlighted the significant posi-
tioning of India in the oil and
gas market and said the oil
market was producer driven
and quantity and prices were
determined by oil producing
countries. 

“Though there is enough
production, the unique features
of marketing in the oil sector
have pushed up the oil prices.
The PM made a strong case for
a partnership between the pro-
ducers and consumers in the oil
market, as it exists in other
markets. This will help stabilise
the global economy which is on
path of recovery,” said the
PMO statement. 

Modi highlighted that the
consuming countries, due to
rising crude oil prices, face
many other economic chal-
lenges including serious
resource crunch. “The coop-
eration of the oil producing

countries would be very criti-
cal to bridge this gap. He
appealed to oil producing
countries to channel their
investible surplus to pursue
commercial exploitation in oil
sector in the developing coun-
tries,” said the PMO.

He also sought the role of
private participation in the dis-
tribution of gas sector. On

technology, he appealed for
assistance in areas where high
pressure and high temperature
technology applications are
relevant to commercial
exploitation of natural gas.
Modi reiterated for review of
payment terms so as to pro-
vide temporary relief to the
local currency, the statement
said.
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Union Minister MJ Akbar
on Monday filed a private

criminal defamation complaint
against journalist Priya Ramani
for levelling charges of sexual
misconduct against him amid
a rising MeToo campaign in
India, even as the Congress
demanded his resignation and
the BJP continued to back him
by maintaining that the junior
External Affairs Minister has
already presented his side of the
picture. 

Soon after returning from
his Africa tour on Sunday,
Akbar had dismissed the
charges by nine women jour-
nalists as “innuendos, hearsay,
false, fabricated”, saying that he
would take legal action which
he did on Monday accusing
Ramani of “wilfully, deliber-
ately, intentionally and mali-
ciously” defaming him. He
sought her prosecution under
the penal provision on defama-
tion.

“The complainant (Akbar)
also had a long career in jour-
nalism, he launched India’s
first weekly political news mag-
azine...,” the complaint said
and listed out defamatory
imputation made by Ramani
on social media against him.

The MeToo movement has
singed the media and enter-
tainment industry in India.
Last week, the movement
stirred many women scribes to
accuse many senior journalists,
including Akbar, of gross sex-
ual harassment and misuse of
their position as editors.

While Akbar sought to
fight out a legal battle, the

women journalists too have
said that they stood by their
charges and would strike back
legally. Incidentally, not a sin-
gle legal case has been filed
against Akbar by any of those
who have levelled the charges. 

The women, who accused
Akbar of sexual harassment,
include Priya Ramani, Ghazala
Wahab, Shuma Raha, Anju
Bharti, Suparna Sharma and
Shutapa Paul. 

Akbar’s complaint against
Ramani said while it is appar-
ent that the accused (Ramani)
has resorted to a series of mali-
ciously serious allegations
which she is diabolically and
viciously spreading in media, it
is also apparent that false nar-
rative against the complainant
(Akbar) is being circulated in
a motivated manner for the ful-
filment of an agenda, it said.
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Aweek after writer-director
Vinta Nanda accused

senior film and television actor
Alok Nath — known for his
“sanskaari” father on-screen
image — of sexually violating
her 19 years ago, Alok Nath
filed a civil suit against her at
Dindoshi sessions court here
demanding an apology and
compensation of �1.

Meanwhile, Nanda’s lawyer
Dhruti Kapadia said that his
client would fight the battle
against Alok Nath legally. “At
the moment we are awaiting
the decisions of various asso-
ciations where my client has
filed her complaint, like Cine &
TV Artistes Association (CIN-
TAA), Screen Writers
Association (SWA), and Indian
Film & Television Directors
Association (IFTDA). Pursuant
to (their) decisions, we will
decide our next step of action.
It is pertinent to note my client

is further humiliated in conti-
nuity for which we will take
legal recourse,” said Kapadia.

In another application
filed before the Andheri
Metropolitan Magistrate on
Saturday, Alok Nath and his
wife Ashu sought a direction
to the suburban Amboli police
station to take cognisance of
the letter sent by them seek-
ing defamation proceedings
against Nanda. As part of the
application filed by her and
her husband before the
Andheri Court, the actor’s
wife Ashu appeared before
Magistrate RM Nerlikar and
recorded her statement before
the Magistrate and pressed for
initiation of defamation
against Nanda. The Magistrate
has now scheduled the appli-
cation for further hearing on
November 1. On that day,
the court is expected to record
the statements of three wit-
nesses on behalf of Alok Nath
and his wife.
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The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) of Haryana

Police has detained the per-
sonal security officer (PSO)
Mahipal Singh’s mother and his
cousin in connection with the
murder of Additional District
and Sessions (ASJ) Judge
Krishan Kant Sharma’s wife
and murderous attack on his
son on Saturday.

The gunman had called his
cousin soon after he had shot
at the Judge’s wife Ritu Sharma

(37) and his son Dhruv (17) in
the crowded Sector-49 market
on Saturday. While Ritu suc-
cumbed to her injuries on
Saturday night, Dhruv remains
highly critical and has been put
on ventilator. 

Post-mortem examination
report of slain Ritu has revealed
that the PSO had hit her many
times before opening fire. Ritu
had sustained eight contusions
on her chest, neck and face.
Ritu before breathing her last
had told her husband that
Dhruv has asked Mahipal for
the car keys. Mahipal flew into
rage and started hurling abus-
es at Dhruv and her. He
thrashed them before firing at
them from his service weapon.

The SIT detained Mahipal’s
mother Tirpati and his cousin
Manoj Kumar from Kosli town
in Rewari district to ascertain
the reasons behind the shoot-
ing by the accused.
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Happy Birthday jingles will
now be heard in thanas,

police outposts and camps in
Palamu police range which
has three districts Garhwa
Palamu and Latehar.

Cops’ birthday will be cel-
ebrated and he will be wished
happy birthday. There will be
flowers and sweets. Cops hav-
ing birthday will enjoy half day
leave too!

This initiative has been
launched by DIG of police
Palamu Vipul Shukla. He made
a start of it also when on
Saturday October 13 he and his
team at his official residence

here celebrated the birthday of
his driver Aloke Pandey and
constable Chhotu Thakur.

DIG Shukla said “ I gave the
two flowers. I wished them
happy birthday. It must be a
pleasant experience for them.
We had then “ Kuchh meetha ho
jai”. We had sweets. The mess for
the cops at my official residence
had “kheer on this occasion.”

Cutting cake or sniffing out
candles is not in our culture
and so we prefer flowers. Lots
of sincere good wishes and lots
of care and affection which are
far more ‘delicious than cake
are showered on birth day cel-
ebrating cops, said the DIG.

The cops whose birthday
was so celebrated were in their
best of dress, not in uniform.
“They looked relaxed and at
home and this is what I want
that every cop away from home
on duty here should feel at

home” said DIG.
Asked how this idea came

to him he said “ Every now and
then one reads news stories as
to how a cop here and there
shoots down someone or
shoots self. The Gurgaon inci-
dent is the latest. It is a huge
stress syndrome that is with
cops. The lower rung of police
be taken care of in a very
homely manner and way”.

“I have written to my
seniors in police headquarters
about this kind of celebrations
of cops’ birth day in Palamu
range” he said.

Apart from celebrations
the station head officer (SHO)
has been asked to spare an hour
for his cops working in his
thanas etc. The SHO will sit
with him, talk to him and find
out if any storm or rage is with-
in him or any worry be it on
account of his wife’s health, par-

ents’ old age, children’s educa-
tion, daughter’s marriage, any
enmity with ‘gotiya” (kin) on
issue of land etc trouble him or
make him restless.

SHOs will do the needful at
his level and if SHO needs
superior’s help it will be given
he assured.

Shukla has asked police
officials to promote ‘buddy
pair’ among the cops. A buddy
pair will be the first hand
information if there comes in
a change in character, behavior
or mood of a cop.

DIG then explained
“Suppose if there was a cop who
used to laugh and smile but
over the last few days the same
cop looks pensive, lost and
tense and this change can be
noticed first by the buddy  only.
This buddy is to immediately
bring this change in his friend’s
behavior to the notice of the

senior for corrective measures.”
DIG said “ If a cop is

found or observed as tense and
not stable in his psyche then the
first thing to be done with the
cops is to disarm him. His pis-
tol/ gun be at once surrendered
to the police line.”

Sources said a few months
back there had occurred a cou-
ple of suicidal deaths of cops in
Garhwa district where cops
with their official weapons fin-
ished themselves.  The episodes
of Garhwa constabulary had
sent down then a wave of
shock and concern  and from
that tragedy senior police offi-
cers were mooting a devise to
destress their work force and
also to make them ‘at home’ at
their duty place.

Sources said this move of
DIG Shukla is a big step
towards distressing of cops on
work/ duty.
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Gone are the days when
civil servants would com-

mand respect necessarily
attached with their position,
filled with authority, conceit,
power and of course the ‘Lal
Batti’! Most of the breed
believes in maintaining a safe
distance deliberately from the
commoners, but Nidhi Khare.

The IAS officer of 1992
batch has flown to her new
assignment as Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Home Affairs
in New Delhi after serving at
State level in Personnel
Department, Health
Department and donning the
glove of the spokesperson of
Jharkhand Government, taking
some fabulous memories back
in her mind.

“We are Government ser-
vants and serving people is our
job. But if I am remembered for
my job after my departure
from here then I am grateful to
the people of the State. It is a
kind of bonus of me,” says
Nidhi Khare expressing her
mind in a freewheeling chat
with The Pioneer on Monday
just before she handed over the
charge of Principal Secretary of
Health Department to Nitin
Madan Kulkarni for her new
stint at the Center.

What are the thoughts
coming to her mind before
joining the Union Home
Ministry? “I don’t plan much in
advance. It would be useless to
speculate about the assign-
ment because there is big dif-
ference between perception
and reality. What I perceive

from here may be entirely dif-
ferent from what I receive,” said
the upright officer who during
her brief stay at the Health
Department made her mark by
improving state of affairs at
RIMS, improving condition of
Sadar Hospitals, regulating the
Department and lining up new
medical colleges coming up in
Jharkhand.

“It is continuum. What I
was passed on was not without
any substance and what I am
going to hand over now is also
substantial. Someone else
would take this forward for the
betterment of the society. I am
a happy person to see institu-
tions which we all contributed
growing every day. Status of
institution is larger than indi-
viduals. I am feeling satisfied
with the makeover of RIMS
that started reasserting its sta-
tus of the premier medical
institution of the State. People
have started coming here with
belief and trust. But what I also
feel that lot more could have
been done,” she says with a
sense of satisfaction on her face.

Nidhi Khare while naming

some of the firsts RIMS scored
in recent times like cornea
transplant, cochlear implant,
open-heart surgery while
recalling her efforts in the way
of initialising medical colleges
at Palamu and also AIIMS,
Deoghar.

“I knew there are chal-
lenges in getting land for build-
ings and getting faculties. But
what could have been done is
to start classes at makeshift
premises, getting some good
faculties engaged and initiate
steps to produce 6000 doctors
from 1200 in five years time.
This is being done and I am
lucky to get assistance from the
Prime Minister Office and also
from the authorities in the
State,” said the outgoing official.

She at length also talked
about modifying the mindsets
of the doctors towards com-
mon people. “What I suggest to
make ‘Dignity of Treatment’ a
part of medical curriculum. We
are in the service sector where
mostly troubled, poor and
pained people come to us with
great amount of hope and
belief. That should be respect-
ed at all cost. Pleasant behav-
ior with a pinch of humanity is
incumbent upon the the doc-
tors that can respect the digni-
ty of the patients coming to
them,” Nidhi Khare concludes
without hiding her emotions to
the people of the State when
she desires to come back to
Jharkhand whenever any
opportunity is thrown at her. 

Khare’s better half, Amit
Khare, is Union Information
and Broadcasting Secretary in
Delhi.
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For residents of Steel City,
there's one more reason

now to wake up early and
head to their nearby parks. A
set of new exercise machines
are attracting everyone from
teenagers to housewives.

In a novel attempt to pro-
vide better civic amenities to
the people, Jusco, which looks
after civic amenities of the
city, is converting a dumping
land into beautiful parks. Apart
from other facilities, these
parks come with open-air gym
equipment where local people
can work out day and night.

“Fitness is moving out of
air-conditioned spaces as garden
gyms are popping up in public
parks and housing colonies.
My morning routine was to
walk and do some stretching,
but now I spend 15 minutes
working out on the park gym
equipment," said Romesh Dua,

a businessman of Sonari.
Free open-air gym facilities

have been installed at several
parks including recently
Kalimati Picnic Spot at Sakchi,
New Baridih Park (Baridih)
and at Sir Dorabji Tata Park
(Northern Town). The open air
gym provides free access to a
host of fitness equipment such
as shoulder rehabilitation device,
surfboard exerciser, waist-twist-
ing table, abdominal stretching
stand, back massager, elliptical
cross-trainer, stretching rack,
leg lifter and stepper.

For Gunwant Singh Sethi, a
resident of Sakchi, the gym set-
ting brings together neighbours
who were otherwise too busy to
come to the park. “The park has
changed our life. There was a

time when youths used to spend
hours working indoors to build
their health but from now we
are able to enjoy the gym at our
local parks,he said. 

“This is part of an effort to
make the city smart and we
hope to have support of the
people in the future plans. The
free open-air gyms will come
up soon in other parks too,
which are used by large num-
ber of walkers both during
morning and evening. Similar
facilities will come up in other
areas which draws large num-
ber of fitness enthusiasts in the

next few months and is meant
to provide fitness enthusiasts an
opportunity to use the facilities
free,” said an official of Jusco.

The Jusco official informed
that the company wants to
open more facilities for pic-
nickers, walkers, fitness enthu-

siasts and visitors of Sakchi and
nearby areas of Bistupur,
Kasidih, Baradwari, Northern
Town, Circuit House, and
Jugsalai who otherwise had to
depend on Jubilee Park for
their needs. This will help to
reduce rush on Jubilee Park too.
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This festive season, the
Capital City’s tallest puja

pandal decked up along the
lines of a popular shrine will
present the replica of
Vrindavan Chandrodaya
Mandir -- the world’s tallest
temple under-construction at
Vrindavan, Mathura.
Acknowledged for its concepts,
Argora Puja Pandal is one the
main centre of attractions dur-
ing the Durga Puja.

From creating the facsim-
ile of ‘Harry Potter Castle’ to
crafting out the striking design
of modern art-forms inspired
from different subjects, this
puja pandal stands out in the
league of most admired pan-
dals decorated annually here
especially when it comes to
design and decoration.

“Taking inspiration from
Chandrodaya Temple design
which when completed will be
the tallest religious monument
in the world, the puja pandal
has been primed up. A replica
of this temple has been creat-
ed here which measures 105
feet in height and is the tallest
puja pandal of the State Capital.
Chandrodaya Temple mea-
sures 700 feet in height and is
being constructed by ISKCON
Foundation,” said Pankaj Sahu,
member, Shri Durga Puja
Evam Ravaan Dahan Samiti.

In an attempt to create
similar ambiance, the artists of
Kolkata have designed as many

as 22 domes, similar to that of
the main shrine. According to
the puja samiti members, spe-
cial illumination effects have
been combined with the theme
for more realistic presenta-
tion. Nearly five archways have
been decorated at the entrance
gate of the puja pandal while 20
small pergolas have been
adorned inside the premises of
the pandal with light and sound
technology.

Festooned at the cost of Rs.
16 lakh, the puja pandal has
additional features like enter-
tainment zone including food

court for the vis-
itors. “The theme
based puja pan-
dal which is fast
catching up the
attention of
denizens here
has concepts
ranging from
rich architectur-
al heritages to
some contempo-
rary designs but
not many people
are aware about
V r i n d a v a n
C hand ro d ay a
Mandir; hence,
in an attempt to
present some
unique concept,
this specific
theme has been
selected. Over
two months of
hard work and
brainstorming,
the artists were

able to give proper shape to the
theme,” added Sahu.

In the midst of the popu-
lar picks, the theme set up to
fascinate the leisure buffs has
been designed with the use of
thermocol, ply sheets and plas-
ter of paris. Besides the main
theme, sculpts of deities have
been given metallic finish while
interior decoration has been
kept little plain to match the
ambiance of that of a holy
place. The puja pandal was
inaugurated amidst much fan-
fare on ‘Shasthi’ (sixth day of
puja).
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Security arrangements would
be enhanced in state capital

from Tuesday. 
Ranchi administration has

asked the state forces to keep
close watch over every devel-
opment under their jurisdic-
tion and take swift action if
required.

The Ranchi DC and the SP
have in a joint order stated that
maintaining law and order and
ensuring social harmony was
their main aim during the
puja. The city has been divid-
ed into five zones with each
zone having dozens of places
where security personnel and
magistrates have been
deployed.

“It is often found that small
incident take an ugly turn if not
tackled on time and then it
takes much bigger efforts to
bring back normalcy,” the dis-
trict officials stated.

Officers in-charge of the
police station have been
instructed to prepare a list of

people with past communal
record so that a watch could be
kept on them during the puja.

“It is often found that eve
teasing and other crime against
women often takes a communal
shape. Such incidents must be
prevented and strict action be
taken against the miscreants,”
the DC stated in the order.

It may be stated here the
administration would post
shakti commandos in plain-
clothes and in uniform at the
pandals to prevent crime
against women.  

Even though the state cap-

ital has not witnessed terror
related incident in the recent
past, administration has
ordered checking of the pan-
dals twice a day with the help
of metal detectors and sniffer
dogs.

It may be noted that district
administration has held sever-
al rounds of peace committee
meetings at the police station
level and the district level. The
members of the peace com-
mittee belonging from different
communities have expressed
unison in making the puja
peaceful.

The police would be make
sufficient security measures
across the city for the puja. The
entire city particularly the puja
pandals and the surrounding
area would be under CCTV
surveillance, said the Ranchi SP
on the issue.

It may be stated here that
apart from the district police,
the special branch and the
other agencies are also working
with the administration  on law
and order front.
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AHealth and Wellness Fair 2018 was orga-
nized on 13th and 14th October at Fun

Factory. Highlighting the aspects of good health
and well being in Ranchi and its surrounding
areas, the first of its kind event had visitors from
all sections of the society.

Briefing the visitors about the health haz-
ards of addiction to modern technology,
prominent hospitals and health centers of
Ranchi stressed on the importance of a healthy
lifestyle in today’s world. The event had lead-
ing healthcare institutions of Jharkhand like
Santevita, Mahavir Medica and Patanjali

among others as participating institutions.
Santevita Hospital, a leading multi- spe-

cialty hospital of Ranchi with its state of the art
maternity unit, emphasized on the benefits of
natural delivery and also promoted painless and
normal delivery.

Organised for the first time in Ranchi, the
Health and Wellness Fair 2018 has a unique
concept and received tremendous response
from the visitors. Fun Factory located near
Jumar Bridge on NH 33, is an event venue
spread over 3.5 acres of land. Abreast with all
modern amenities, it is a boutique hotel cum
banquet hall providing a serene and peaceful
ambience.
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Following the directives of
Jharkhand State Pollution

Control Board (JSPCB) which
instructs the municipal
authorities to ensure idol
immersion in artificial pools
dug up at an identified spots
or else to rim the areas inside
ponds, the Ranchi Municipal
Corporation (RMC) has start-
ed brainstorming on different
measures for carrying out
immersion process in accor-
dance to the norms while pre-
serving the eco-system by
encouraging people to create
artificial reservoirs for immer-
sion.

As per the guidelines of
the State Pollution Control
Board, materials like flowers,
clothes and other stuffs used
during the puja rituals must be
removed out within 48 hours
of immersion from the
immersion sites (Ponds) for
conserving the water from
being contaminated. In an
attempt to adhere to the guide-
lines, 

Deputy Mayor Sanjiv
Vijayawargia conducted meet-
ing with the members of puja
committees recently.

“Immersion will be done

only at a few selected ponds
enlisted with the Municipal
Corporation. After receiving
the lists from the members of
different organising commit-
tees, a consolidated list of
water reservoirs where immer-

sion procedure will be carried
out will be released,” said the
Deputy Mayor.

Notably, the Municipal
Corporation following the
guidelines of the nodal agency
had made mandatory for all

the puja committees to submit
a list of water reservoirs where
immersion will be carried out.

Also, introducing the con-
cept of artificial ponds to
avoid rush at the water reser-
voirs besides promoting the

eco-friendly approach in dis-
mantling and immersing
deities, an unanimous decision
was taken a year ago by the
puja samiti members for cre-
ation of artificial ponds at
their respective localities. 

However, the idea of cre-
ating artificial ponds near
water reservoirs or any other
identified spot within the
municipal periphery seems to
be merely restricted to papers
only.

“All puja samiti members
have been instructed to make
alternative arrangements and
to carry out immersion at
particular water bodies only.
Also, creation of small artifi-
cial pools for immersion has
been suggested to the people
concerned. A few water bod-
ies will be rimmed up for this
specific purpose,” added
Vijayawargia.

The Municipal
Corporation divides the
Capital City into different
zones considering the Durga
Puja rush for better crowd
management near the water
bodies. Immersion procedure
is mainly carried out at Ranchi
lake, Line Tank, Jail Talaab,
Karamtoli Talab, to name a
few.
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CM Raghubar Das on
Monday assured that that

the State Government will
talk to Tata Main Hospital
and Tata Motors Hospital
management for implemen-
tation of Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arog ya Yojana and
Mukhyamantri  Swasthya
Bima Yojana. The Centre
sponsored Ayushman Bharat
scheme has total number 433
hospital under its purview in
the State in which 227 are
Government hospitals 206
are private. However, both the
Tata run hospital are yet to
get  associated with the
scheme.   

Talking to the newsmen

at local Circuit House on
Monday, Das said that the
State Government will work
to ensure that more private
hospitals are get associated
with the scheme.  

The Chief Minister said
that government is working
towards achieving the overall
development of village, poor,
women, farmers and youth.
“The Central Government
has increased the minimum
support price of crops for the
betterment of the farmers.
This apart the Government
has also given a constitutional
status to the backward class
commission in the interest of
crores of people,” said the
CM.

With the emergence of

schemes l ike Ayushman
Bharat or Prime Minister Jan
Arogya in the field of health

and wellness, the poorest of
the poor can also now get the
best treatment in the State.

He said that 85 per cent of the
State's population has been
covered under the health
insurance scheme.  The state
government is contributing
with Rs 400 crores for the
implementat ion of  this
scheme.

He also mentioned about
the success  of  Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna in
empowering every one with
bank accounts “This is a sign
of inclusive development
where lives of poor, deprived,
tribals and dalits are chang-
ing very fast. The State is also
making speedy progress in
the field of infrastructure,”
the CM added while wishing
all the residents of the State
ahead of Durga Puja. 
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BJP Spokesperson Pratul
Shahdeo  has raised ques-

tions on the alliance of the
opposition and has termed it as
'Maha Confusion' and is not a
coalition. BJP state spokesper-
son Shahdeo said that the real-
ity of coalition of opposition
parties is only for selfishness of
achieving power. They neither
have any policy theory nor any
similar thinking ideology.
Shahdeo said that Hemant
Soren refuses to accept Babulal
as the leader, then Babulal
does not consider Hemant as
the leader, Shahdeo said.
Hemant Soren does not con-

sider Rahul Gandhi as the
leader. The Congress party
avoids declaring Hemant Soren
as a nominee for the post of
Chief Minister. The public is
closely watching this confusion
spread in the opposition coali-
tion and they understand  that
the scandal era is on the same

platform and is ready to plun-
der the country. He said that
the BJP does not have anything
to do with the coalition of
opposition parties. The devel-
opment work has been done
under the leadership of the
Raghubar government and the
party will go to the people on
the basis of development . And
in the manner in which the
party has expanded organisa-
tional expansion in the past 4
years and the public has
increased acceptability. It is
clear from this that the BJP will
get 14-0 in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions and the 60 plus is target
of the BJP in assembly election,
Shahdeo claimed.
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Two former CPI(Maoist)
and presently zonal com-

mander of Tritiya  Prastuti
Committee 2  Mahendra Singh
Kherwar and Sub Zonal
Commander Ashok Kumar
Mehta alias Akshay , on
Monday officially surrendered
before police , at police line
here.

At least  44 cases were
lodged against Mahendra
while 18 cases were against
Akshay. They were produced
before the media. Both Naxal
surrendered before the DIG
Vipul Shukla, DC Harsh
Mangla, SP Shivani Tewari
and other police officers.

The extremists surren-
dered under the state govern-
ment's policy Nai Disha. They
have realised their mistakes.

Mahendra who was zonal
commander of TPC 2, had
joined the Maoist in 2004 and
then  joined in TPC 2 in
2008, but became gradually
disenchanted with the ideolo-
gy of the banned outfit.
Akshay a resident of Rostipur
under Aurangabad police sta-
tion of Bihar joined MCC in
2008, later he joined TPC 2 in
2013.

“ We welcome such a step.
We will try our best to assim-
ilate the reformed rebels with
the mainstream,” said DIG
Vipul Shukla. The DIG hand-
ed Rs  5,00,000/ to Mahendra
and Rs. 200000/ to Akshay as
part of the state government’s
surrender policy. The DIG
appealed to the extremists to
lay down their arms otherwise;
police will do their job for the
sake of justice.

He appealed to the extrem-
ists to join social mainstream
and become a part of develop-
ment.

SP Shivani Tewari  revealed
that both were in our contact
for the last few week, hinting at
abandoning the rebel outfit.

Mahendra a resident of
Karso village under Chainpur
police station of Palamu district
claimed that the red organiza-
tions are meant only to exploit
the common people as well as
their cadres.

The Sub Zonal
Commander Akshay was also
of the view that no one could
get benefitted by remaining in
the organization as they are
only getting exploited by the
senior leaders and also
appealed others to put down
their arms and get into the
mainstream 
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Bengali Durga Sthan is the
oldest in town organising

Durga Puja since 1889, but is
known for something unique
always.

Bangiy Barowari Puja,
which organises puja ever year
pumped fund to construct an
immersion tank in 2015. But,
this year four new toilets have
been made for women beside
a shed constructed to ensure
sitting facilities for them.

Secretary of this puja com-
mittee, Dr Sandeep Mukherjee
said seeing the heavy footfall,
a decision was taken to con-
struct a shed with capacity of
accommodating 50-women as
well as four toilets. According
to him, the Bengali Durga
Sthan campus has a permanent
spacious mandap where they
organise puja beside a com-
munity hall. He said with newly

constructed four toilets this
years, the total number reached
eight.

Talking to The Pioneer,
Dr Mukherjee said immersion
tank was made as the nearest
pond chhath talab is now high-
ly polluted. He said after
immersion, they took three
four months to clean the tank
using the clay idol in flower
beds. He said they had con-
structed the shed and new toi-
lets seeing the heavy footfall
including that of women. He
said they are giving communi-

ty hall to people for various
functions by charging the fixed
amount, which is lower than
other such halls in the town.

Sources said other than
traditional puja, devotees never
forget to take bhog from here.
Speciality of the bhog(khichdi)
is that the same family has been
preparing it here since 1889. Dr
Mukherjee said forefathers of
one Mishra family started mak-
ing the bhog and their gener-
ation after generation is still
involved in the  work.  Store
incharge Sujhash Banerjee said
bhog distribution will start
from Saptmi and continue till
navami.

Member Ashish
Choudhary said a woman idol
maker Damyanti is making
idol of Goddess Durga. He said
they keep the puja traditional
for which it is famous for.
Choudhary said all prepara-
tions are completed and it is
now opened for devotees.
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Congress president Rahul Gandhi on
Monday took a swipe at Prime

Minister Narendra Modi saying while he
gave speeches and "enjoyed life", he for-
got to give food to the people. He
attacked Modi citing a global survey on
hunger that ranked India 103 among 119
nations, 

The Global Hunger Index (GHI)
published by the International Food
Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) and
Welthungerhilfe, ranked India 103, club-
bing its position with Nigeria in the
index, according to media reports.

"The chowkidaar (watchman) gave
a lot of speeches, but forgot about peo-
ple's stomach. Did a lot of Yoga and
enjoyed life, but forgot to give food to
people," Rahul said in Hindi on Twitter.

Terming the matter "very serious",
senior Congress leader Ashok Gehlot
said it was a matter of shame that India
was ranked 103rd among 119 countries
in the global hunger index. The NDA
Government should set its priorities
right, he said.

Gehlot targeted Modi on India's
ranking in the index, claiming Modi and
his team never talked about hunger.  If
they do not even acknowledge it how will
they make policies to feed the people, he
said.

"India stands at a lowly 103rd posi-

tion among 119 countries, in GLOBAL
HUNGER INDEX report, which is a
matter of shame. This is a very serious
concern and one which needs urgent
attention. But for NDA Govt, the grave
issue of hunger doesn't exist.

"Modi ji or his Ministers never talk
about poor, hungry people. If they do not
even acknowledge problem then can we
expect them to make policies to feed
hungry mouths. NDA needs to set its
priorities right. 1st priority should be to
eradicate hunger and provide food to all,"
Gehlot tweeted.

In 2017, India stood at the 100th
rank among 119 countries, while it was
97th in 2016. 

India was behind its neighbours Sri
Lanka, Nepal and Bangladesh, which
stood at 67th, 72nd and 86th ranks in the
index for 2018, as per a report.
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The Election Commission
on Monday issued guide-

lines to political parties advis-
ing them against attacking reli-
gions and communities during
their radio broadcast and TV
telecast for campaigning
through public broadcasters
like Doordarshan and All India
Radio. The poll regulator also
came out with the time sched-
ule for the parties for the
upcoming Assembly polls in
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan, Mizoram and
Telangana.

The Commission categor-
ically stated that political par-
ties will be required to submit
transcripts and recording of the
broadcast and telecast. "The
parties can get this recorded at
their own cost in studios, which
meet the technical standards
prescribed by the Prasar
Bharati Corporation or at the
Doordarshan/All India Radio
Kendra," it said.

"A base time of 45 minutes
will be given to each national
party and recognised State
party (recognised in respect of
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh

& Mizoram) uniformly on the
regional kendras of
Doordarshan network and All
India Radio network in the
above mentioned States and
Union Territories," the EC said.
In a single session of broadcast,
no party will be allocated more
than 15 minutes.

The EC has imposed com-
plete prohibition on broad-
casting or propagating election-
related material on TV, Radio
or even Newspapers. Any such
material influencing the voters
would not be permissible dur-
ing the 48 hours before the poll
in any constituency.

"Advising television, radio
channels and cable networks
to stop broadcasting any
material that could effect the
prospect of any candidate or

influence election result, the
poll body writes, "During
elections, there are sometimes
allegations of violation of the
provisions of the above
Section 126 of the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951 by TV channels in
the telecast of their panel dis-
cussions/debates and other
news and current affairs pro-
grammes," it said. 

However, any advertise-
ment being published in the
newspapers on February 3 and
4 requires prior permission or
certification from the EC, he
said, adding that all electronic
media advertisements, except
the bulk SMS, IVRS and social
media are banned for broad-
casting during the last 48 hours
ending with poll.

The elections in
Chhattisgarh will be held in
two phases on November 12
and 20. The other four states
will go to polls in a single phase.
Voting in Madhya Pradesh and
Mizoram will be held on 28
November while voting in
Rajasthan and Telangana will
be held on December 7. The
counting of votes will be held
on December 11.
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New Delhi: The Central
Information Commission has
directed the National Archives
of India to give a "categorical"
response to an RTI applicant
who asked the Prime Minister's
Office whether freedom fight-
er Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
was dead or alive.

In his application, Avdhesh
Kumar Chaturvedi also want-
ed to know why the Prime
Minister had paid tributes to
Bose on his birth anniversary in
2015 and 2016.

Not getting a satisfactory
response, Chaturvedi
approached the CIC, the high-
est appellate authority in RTI
matters. He submitted that he
had not received any authentic
information regarding the
death of Bose.

The Prime Minister's Office
said the subject matter of this
RTI application pertained to the
Culture Ministry, so they had
transferred it to the Ministry.

"Further, he (the PMO
Central Public Information
Officer) informed that all the
files relating to Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose were declassified
and sent to the National
Archives of India for permanent

retention," Chief Information
Commissioner R K Mathur
said.

Mathur said the CPIO of
the National Archives of India
should give a "categorical" reply
to the appellant as per this RTI
application, within 15 days
from the date of this order. 

Bose had founded Indian
National Army, commonly
known as Azad Hind Fauz, in
1942 to fight British with the
support of Japanese forces. 

January 23 is celebrated as
his birth anniversary. PTI
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In a move that is aimed at using
economics as a tool for furthering

diplomatic agenda, the Centre is
working on a policy framework to
screen threats emerging from big-
ticket investments in strategic sec-
tors by a host of countries including
China.

The Union Home Ministry is
examining a proposal from the
Intelligence Bureau (IB) to filter all
sensitive investment proposals from
foreign entities into three broad cat-
egories under "entities of concern",
"countries of concern" and "sectors
of concern" to check any unwanted
investments into strategically impor-
tant sectors like telecommunication,
power and infrastructure. 

As part of the policy level inter-
ventions to counter Chinese threat,
the Union Home Ministry is mulling
over the proposed scheme to exam-
ine proposals from the point of view
of these three parameters. When
approved, the scheme would cover
threats from Chinese entities as
well. 

Chinese firms have emerged as
the lowest bidders in many infra-
structural projects in India with
active support of Chinese
Government. Such Chinese foot-
prints were increasingly being

noticed in States like Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh and Haryana. "There
is a large-scale presence of Chinese
companies in States like
Chhattisgarh where major invest-
ments were in the sectors of telecom-
munication, engineering and man-
ufacturing," a senior Intelligence
official said. 

The Intelligence agencies have
noted with concern the visit of
Chinese business delegates to Betul
Island in Goa near INS Khadamba
to explore business opportunities.
The other area of concern is the
award of contracts to non-Chinese
firms, which in turn employ
Chinese firms/persons, as was the
case in the Dhamra Port Company
in Odisha, which is strategically
located near APJ Kalam Island
(Wheeler Island). 

Amid huge investment agenda

of the Chinese Government under
the ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative, there is a significant
uneasiness due to Chinese ascen-
dency. The aggressive nature of the
Chinese trade and culture promo-
tion poses risks to economic engage-
ment including the Indian Ocean
Region. 

China is also aggressively using
its soft power through the setting up
of Confucius Institute to gather
Intelligence in the host countries. 

According to Intelligence esti-
mates, increased business and tourist
activities besides Memorandums of
Understanding with Indian univer-
sities and colleges for promoting
Chinese language and culture
through various student exchange
programmes pose a threat to Indian
interests. China is also attempting
through is businessmen to gain
access to decision making levels in
Indian establishments. 

"As part of the existing policy
formulations, the Chinese invest-
ment proposals are cleared by the
Government in consultation with
the security agencies on a case to
case basis. The new framework will
further help in better identification
of threats and restricting investments
that may harm the Indian economy
in the longer run," the official
added.
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NEW DELHI: In the first such initiative,
India and China came together Monday to
provide assistance to Afghanistan through
a joint training programme for Afghan
diplomats. 

The Joint India-China Training
Programme for Afghan diplomats,from
October 15-26, began Monday as part of
an understanding reached between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping in Wuhan.

Ten Afghan diplomats started training
at the Foreign Service Institute (FSI) here
after an event where statements by External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi were
read out by the diplomats of the two coun-
tries.

China's Ambassador to India Luo
Zhaohui, in his remarks at the inaugura-
tion of the programme, said such a 'China-
India Plus' cooperation should be extend-
ed from Afghanistan to other countries
such as Nepal, Bhutan, Maldives, Iran and
Myanmar. Describing India as a "regional
major power", he said China and India can
also join hands under the mechanisms of
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) and
Bangladesh–China–India– Myanmar
Forum for Regional Cooperation (BCIM),
to promote regional peace, stability and
prosperity. 

"Both of us (China and India) support
an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace
and reconciliation process. Both of us
uphold that Afghanistan should realise
peace, stability and prosperity. Both of us
are against terrorism. 

"We are talking a lot about the region-
al connectivity initiatives, such as
International NorthSouth Transport
Corridor, India-Afghanistan-Iran transit
and trade arrangement and ChinaPakistan-
Afghanistan cooperation. All of these
have provided a solid foundation for the
current and future cooperation between
China and India in Afghanistan," he said.

Noting that the training programme is

the first step for the 'China-India Plus'
cooperation in Afghanistan, the Chinese
envoy said this was just the beginning.
Swaraj, in her statement that was read out
by FSI Dean Ambassador J S Mukul, said
the seeds for joint cooperation in
Afghanistan were sown at the meeting
between Prime Minister Modi and
President Xi when they met in Wuhan in
April 2018.

"Today, we see it blooming with the ini-
tiation of this training programme. This
marks the beginning of what we visualise
as a long term trilateral partnership for the
benefit of Afghanistan," Swaraj was quot-
ed as saying.
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Four new judges were on
Monday appointed to the

Delhi High Court, taking the
strength of the court to 38 as
against the approved strength
of 60.  

According to separate Law
Ministry notifications, advo-
cates Jyoti Singh, Prateek Jalan,
Anup Jairam Bhambhari and
Sanjeev Narula have been
appointed as judges of the
Delhi HC. 

The Delhi High Court has
an approved strength of 60, but
was facing a shortage of 26
judges before these four
appointments were made. 

As of Monday, there are 34
judges in the Delhi HC. Once
the new judges take oath, the
working strength will go up to
38. 

The collegium had also
recommended the name of
advocate Manoj Ohri. 

But he does not figure in
Monday's list as the
Government has decided not to
go ahead with his appoint-
ment "as of now", a 
senior Government func-
tionary said. 

����� ,-.�/-0'#

Aresearch by the Indian
Council of Agricultural

Research (ICAR) conducted
in nine States shows that the
participation of women is 75
per cent in the production of
major crops, 79 per cent in hor-
ticulture, 51 per cent in post-
harvest work and 95 per cent in
animal husbandry and fish-
eries.  

In an address on the occa-
sion of Mahila Kisan Diwas,
Union Agriculture Minister
Radha Mohan Singh said that
as many as 38.78 lakh women
have been trained in the last
two years under the National
Cooperative Union of India
(NCUI). "As many as of 53.34
lakh women have benefited

during the year 2016-17 and
2017-18," Singh added. About
400 women from 26 states
participated in the two-day
event that started on Sunday.
Mahila Kisan Diwas is cele-
brated on October 15.

As per Census 2011, 65
percent of the total female
workers in India is engaged in
agriculture. Of the total culti-
vators (118.7 million), 30.3
percent are women. Out of

144.3 million agricultural
labourers 42.6 per cent are
Women.  In 2001, female agri-
cultural labourers were 21 per
cent  which increased to  23 per
cent in 2011.

The Minister lauded the
contribution of women in the
development of agriculture,
horticulture, fisheries, animal
husbandry and beekeeping sec-
tors. Singh pitched for appoint-
ing more women in agriculture
extension service and said the
Centre would write to states on
this matter

"More than 98.14 lakh
women farmers have been
trained so far under the
Agriculture technology man-
agement agency (ATMA)
scheme,' he said. Alongside, it
is focusing on women self-help

groups to connect them to
micro credit through capacity
building activities and to pro-
vide information and ensure
their representation in deci-
sion-making bodies. 

The Minister noted that in
2016-17, 21 techniques related
to women were evaluated and
2.56 lakh women were trained
in agriculture-related fields like
sewing, manufacturing, value
addition, rural handicraft, ani-
mal husbandry, beekeeping,
poultry and fisheries. 

In order to bring women in
the agriculture mainstream, he
said the Government has allo-
cated more than 30 per cent of
funds for women under various
major schemes/programmes
and development related activ-
ities.

New Delhi: As the number of
people infected with Zika virus
rose to 72 in Rajasthan, the
Union Health Ministry on
Monday asked States to check
mosquito breeding and inten-
sify vector control strategies to
contain the spread of the dis-
ease. 

Sanjeeva Kumar,
Additional Secretary (Health),
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare held a meeting with
various state representatives
through video conferencing.
He asked them to implement

the guidelines as prescribed
under the  National Vector
Borne Disease Control
Programme  for effective con-
trol of Zika. 

"States have been asked to
intensify vector control strate-
gies which include anti-larvae
activities and fogging, and
also follow the guidelines as 
prescribed under the National
Vector Borne Disease Control
Programme for effective 
control of Zika virus dis-
ease," a Health Ministry offi-
cial said. 

States have also been asked
to strengthen their surveil-
lance systems.

Zika is caused by aedes
aegypti mosquito which also
transmits dengue and chikun-
gunya and breeds in open stag-
nant water.

Twelve new cases of Zika
virus were detected in Jaipur
Monday, taking the total num-
ber of infected people to 72.

"Sixty out of the total 72
patients are healthy after treat-
ment," a Rajasthan health
department official said. PTI
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Johnson and Johnson faulty hip implant
victims on Monday questioned the cred-

ibility of a Central Government panel to
determine the compensation amount for
them and alleged the entire process lacked
transparency and followed no proper
guidelines. 

In a letter written to Union Health
Minister J P Nadda, a group of over 30 vic-
tims also expressed reservation over the
involvement of the multi-national compa-
ny (J&J) in the process and threatened to
boycott the entire exercise if their concerns
were not addressed. 

The Government has set up the five-
member Central Expert panel to determine
the quantum of compensation to be given

to patients who received "faulty" hip
implants, manufactured by DePuy
International, a subsidiary of J&J. 

The patients have also questioned the
credibility of the panel. They said they are
distressed to see the Government contin-
uing its consultation with the J&J while the
patients who suffered grievous injuries "have
not been consulted even a single time". 

"Given the lack of transparency and any
guidelines, there are grave concerns about
whether the committee will be fair, just,
equitable and reasonable in determining
compensation. "A committee operating
without guidelines, framed through a con-
sultative process...lacks credibility and
effectiveness," they said in the letter. The
patients said their apprehensions are com-
pounded by issues such as the lack of clar-

ity on which cases will be considered appro-
priate for compensation and the documents
required by patients to make their claims. 

They also expressed concerns over the
manner in which compensation will be cal-
culated, the "lack of expertise" in the com-
mittee to compensate for broader harm
caused (for example, mental and physical
pain, suffering, trauma), and the absence of
any patient representative. 

Earlier, a committee headed by Dr Arun
Agarwal was formed by the Government to
look into complaints of alleged faulty
implants. The committee stated in its
report that "the ASR (articular surface
replacement) hip implants manufactured by
DePuy International Ltd were found to be
faulty which resulted in higher instances of
revision surgeries globally including India". 
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New Delhi: Environmental
activists on Monday said they
would take the message of 'Save
Ganga' crusader G D Agarwal to
every nook and corner of the
country. 

Agarwal died at a Rishikesh
hospital on October 11, 111 days
after he began a fast for a pol-
lution-free Ganga.  He was 86.  

Sanjay Singh, national con-
venor, Jal Jan Jodo Abhiyan, said
as a first step they would organ-

ise a march from Delhi to
Banaras to carry the message of
'Save Ganga'.

"We will also talk about the
dreams of Agarwal in every cap-
ital city of the country so that his
message reaches each and every
person," he said.

Another activist Rajendra
Singh said they would also carry
the message of cleaning Ganga
to those attending the Kumbh
festival next year. PTI
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Even though it is for a short
period of time, the bypoll to

Shivamogga Lok Sabha con-
stituency  is poised for a very
interesting political develop-
ment in Karnataka. The sons of
three former Chief Ministers
are in the  fray fighting for the
prestige of it, ahead of 2019
general elections. The
Shivamogga constituency has
fallen vacant after BJP strong
man BS Yeddyurappa quit to
get elected to the Assembly to
play his crucial right wing pol-
itics from Shikaripura con-
stituency.  

In Shivamogga, which is
considered as the stronghold of
Lingayat strongman
Yeddyurappa, the BJP is field-
ing his son and former MP BY
Raghavendra.

The Congress has ceded
the seat to JD(S) and the rul-
ing alliance is fielding former
JD(S) MLA Madhu
Bangarappa, who is the son of
former Chief Minister S
Bangarappa. 

The JD(U) (Nitish Kumar)
has fielded the son of another
Chief Minister, late JH Patel,
Mahima Patel. But it looks like
a symbolic fight as Mahima
Patel has no backing in the
constituency. 

But certainly the fight is
between the BJP and the JD(S).
All these candidates and their
fathers are from Shivamogga
district who played their poli-
tics to the hilt.  Here even
though cast is a factor
Yeddyurappa commands sig-
nificant clout to get his son
elected.

Karnataka is having three
by polls on November 3 and
also by polls to two assembly
seats. Yeddyurappa expressed
confidence and said that his
son will win with a  huge mar-
gin to continue the good work
in the constituency.

The resignations of BS
Yeddyurappa and B Sriramulu
of the BJP and CS Puttaraju of
the JDS necessitated the bypolls
to Shimoga, Bellary and
Mandya Lok Sabha seats. 

Even though the political
parties were not ready for the
short period of  by elections to
lok sabha ahead of 2019  gen-
eral elections the Election
Commission of India’s (ECI)
decision came as a shock to
them and with no other
option before them but to go
for polls. According to politi-
cal observers this may have no
bearing on the general elections
a few months away, but signif-
icant in deciding the fate of the
coalition Government of JD(S)
and the Congress. 

These elections before
Assembly polls in five States
might also indicate the  polit-
ical wind and its direction. For
the BJP it is crucial to recapture
Karnataka as the entry to the
south. For its  Lingayat strong-
man Yeddyurappa this battle is
crucial as it decides his position
in the saffron party.

The unity of opposition
parties which got started in
Karnataka to take on BJP,
Modi Shah combine has fiz-
zled out and BJP is Karnataka
is expected to garner more
seats  to help the party it loss
in other States.

In Bellary where Reddy
brothers still control  the BJP
has fielded former MP J

Shantha for the by poll for Lok
Sabha. She is the younger sis-
ter of party strongman and
MLA B Sriramulu. The
Congress has fielded MLC VS
Ugrappa, ignoring the claims of
Congress MLA B Nagendra’s
brother Venkatesh Prasad for
the ticket. In Mandya Lok
Sabha by poll, a stronghold of
JDs the election looks one-
sided. The JDS swept all eight
seats in the recent Assembly
polls and the BJP lost deposit
in all seats. The JDS-Congress
has fielded former MLA LR
Shivarame Gowda and BJP has
fielded retired Government
official Siddaramaiah from
Mandya. But the local Congress
workers and leaders openly
expressed displeasure over the
alliance with JDS and the BJP
is trying to woo some of them. 

Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy said the
Congress has given the seat to
us. Madhu is a strong candi-
date.” In the recently held
Assembly elections, Congress
and JDS together polled over
90,000 more votes than the BJP
in Shivamogga”, he said . 

State Congress president
Dinesh Gundurao said that
Congress had asked JDS to field
its candidate only to give a
good fight to BJP. 

In Ramanagara Assembly
seat vacated by Kumaraswamy
after he won from two seats,
his wife and former MLA
Anitha Kumaraswamy is con-
testing on JDS ticket backed
by the Congress. The BJP has
fielded local Congress leader
and MLC CM Lingappa’s son
L Chandrashekhar against her.
This is  the Vokkaliga 
heart land and the fight is
between them. In Jamakhandi
Assembly seat, the Congress
has fielded deceased Congress
MLA Siddu Nyamagouda’s son
Anand Nyamagouda. The BJP
has fielded former MLA
Srikanth Kulkarni against him.
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Amidst the ongoing con-
troversy over the death of

lions in the Gir National Park
and Sanctuary, one more car-
cass of an Asiatic lion was
found around 2 km away
from the sanctuary.

The carcass of the adult
lion was found in the western
part of the Gir forest near
Visavadar town in Junagadh
district. According to Chief
Conservator of Forest DT
Vasavada, prima facie the
death of the lion near the
western side of the sanctuary
seemed to be natural and it
has nothing to do with the
death of 23 lions which died
due to multiple reasons in
Dalkhania range situated on
the opposite eastern side of
the Gir forest.

Vasavada said that the age
of the lion would be around 
2-3 years. 

The body has been sent for
post mortem to confirm the
cause of the death, he said
adding that there was no symp-
toms of Canine Distemper
Virus (CDV) infection in the
big cat’s body.

It is worth mentioning
that since September 12 this

year, as many as 23 lions
were died in Dalkhania range
of Gir Sanctuary and most of
them reportedly died of CDV
infection. 

The other reason of the
deaths of these beasts accord-
ing to officials is infighting and
territorial war among the
strong lions.
Gir forest and surrounding
areas are considered as the
only abode of Asiatic Lions in
the world. 
As per the last lion census in
the area conducted in the
year 2014, there were 523 big
cats in eight districts of
Saurashtra region  that
including 109 mature male,
201 female, 73 sub-adults and
14o cubs (below one year). 

PNS
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In a freak mishap on
Monday morning, a senior

air hostess suffered severe
injuries after she fell off a New
Delhi-bound Air India air-
craft as it was preparing for
take-off from the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) here.

The incident took place
shortly before 7 am when the
53-year old air hostess, iden-
tified  as Harsha Lobo, was
closing the door of the the
Mumbai-Delhi flight AI-864
for the push back prior to
taxiing. 

She fell all of a sudden
from the aircraft onto the
hard tarmac at least six metres
below. Before long, some
ground staffers around rushed
immediately to Lobo’s help.   

She was taken to nearby
Nanavati  Hospital  for 
treatment.

Terming the incident as
“unfortunate”, Air India said
that  Lobo had suf fered
injuries on her legs.

“In an unfortunate inci-
dent, one of our cabin crew
(members) Harsha Lobo, fell
down on the tarmac from the
Boeing 777 aircraft door
while closing it,” an AI state-
ment said.  

The flight later departed 
for Delhi  af ter  over an 
hour’s delay.

Meanwhile, in a state-
ment issued later in the after-
noon, Dr. Rajendra Patankar,
COO, Nanavat i  Super
Specialty Hospital said: “The
patient (Lobo) is suffering
from right leg compound
fracture, fracture in both heels
and soft tissue injury in chest,
abdomen and lower spine. 
She also suffered from a
sprain in the neck (cervical
spine). 

“She is being treated
under Dr. Prakash M Doshi,
Director of Orthopaedics and
Traumatolog y.  She is  
currently under observation".
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Ateam of the State Forest
Department rescued a sub-

adult lion from a well in the
eastern part of Gir forest on
Monday morning. Sources said
that the lion fell down in the 25
feet deep well near Devla village
when it was in search of water.
As soon as the message per-
taining to the lion came, a team
of experts reached the spot and
rescued the big cat after efforts
of three hours. The lion around
the age of 18-20 months got
injured due to the sudden fall.
After rescuing the beast, it was
sent to Jashadar animal care
centre.
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Goa Forward Party presi-
dent and Agriculture

Minister Vijai Desai on
Monday warned against disso-
lution of the Assembly even as
the State Chief Minister is
fighting a serious illness.

Goa Forward Party is an
ally of the Bharatiya Janata
Party, which leads the State
Government. 

Sardesai asked the BJP's
central leadership, including
party president Amit Shah, to
"keep their word" and ensure
continuance of the coalition
Government in Goa and not go
in for dissolution of the
Assembly.

Sardesai 's  comments
assume significance as Chief
Minister Manohar Parrikar
remains seriously ill, plunging
the State into polit ical  
uncertainty. 

"People of Goa are watch-
ing them because national
parties need to keep their
word. If they don't keep their
word, people don't trust them.
Now the onus is on them and
they will have to fulfil their
commitment to ensure that
this Government completes
its term and gets the contin-
ued support of the Central
Government," Sardesai said in
a video statement issued here
on Monday.

The BJP is ruling the State
in alliance with Goa Forward
Party, and Maharashtrawadi

Gomantak Party.
"The BJP National presi-

dent Amit Shah has assured
me that the BJP National
leadership is not interested to
have a mid-term poll or to dis-
solve the House. As such,
when our commitment is
there, and their commitment
is also there, the onus of this
Government continuing for
the full five-year term now lies
with the BJP central leader-

ship," he said.
Parrikar arrived in Goa

on Sunday after being dis-
charged from Delhi's All India
Institute of Medical Sciences,
where he was being treated for
advanced pancreatic cancer
since September 15.

Parrikar, a former Union
Defence Minister, was ferried
in an ambulance from the
airport and was taken inside
his residence on a stretcher.

Parrikar has been in and
out of hospitals in Goa,
Mumbai, New York and Delhi
for the last seven months.
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Panaji: Ailing Goa Chief
Minister Manohar Parrikar
has been advised to take a
week's rest by the doctors, a
statement by his office said on
Monday.

Parrikar, who has been
undergoing treatment for
advanced pancreatic cancer at
the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences in Delhi,
was suddenly discharged and
arrived in Goa on Sunday. 

"Chief Minister Manohar
Parrikar's condition has
improved further. He had 
a chat with his family mem-
bers today morning. Doctors
have advised him to 
take rest for a week," the
statement said.

Parrikar was admitted to
AIIMS on September 15. 

He has been in and out of
hospitals in Goa, Mumbai,
New York and now Delhi for

the last seven months.
On Sunday, state Power

Minister Nilesh Cabral told the
media here that he was await-
ing a miracle to ensure
Parrikar's quick recovery.

"However, he may be, we
only hope that he recovers fast,
a miracle happens and he
leads us in the future. That is
all we ask," Cabral said. 

IANS
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The Bengal BJP leadership
appears to have come out

of the Ram Mandir campaign
for now and walked into the
Durga Puja pandals to push
forward its ideology.

Believing that the party
will definitely return to power
in Delhi in 2019 and enter
Bengal Assembly through
Parliament two years later, the
BJP has concentrated on
preparing the voters mentally
through ideological books. The
party is peddling ideological
books at Durga Puja pandals
this time round. 

And aware that the
Hindutva flavour was getting
repetitive on the ideological
platter the State party has
decided to bring about some
changes in flavour by filling the
book racks with biographies of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
and Shyama Prasad Mukherjee.

“We will try to reach out
to the people through books
so that the anti-propaganda
generated by the Trinamool
Congress is successfully coun-
tered,” said a senior leader
adding about 2,000 —3,000
book stalls will be put up
throughout the State includ-
ing Kolkata. 

“The books will mostly be
on our ideological background,
lives of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya and Shyama Prasad
Mukheree who was a local
hero and was even elected
from South Kolkata,” said the
leader.

Booklets on national reg-
ister for citizens were also
being distributed, sources said
“so that misgivings on what it
is all about is put out.”

Despite anti-campaign by
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on NRC in Assam,
“we shall try to tell the actual
story of NRC,” the leader said
adding it was not directed
against Bengalis.

State BJP president Dilip
Ghosh said that his party will
use Durga Puja pandals to
propagate about NRC in Assam
and how it is done for the ben-
efit of that state and country,
contrary to the propaganda of
the TMC. “We are also writing
articles on violence and misrule
of TMC government and the
developmental work done by
the Modi government,” he said.

The leader also said that
though the party had received
requisitions from many parts of
the State for setting up stalls
“the local Trinamool leadership
is disturbing us from doing so.

I want to ask if the Left parties
are allowed to sell their books
why not the BJP.”

For years, political parties
particularly the CPI(M) have
been setting up stalls outside
Puja pandals to sell their books
and also as a public relations
exercise. Now the BJP follows
suit.

Ghosh said the party had
already set up stalls in many
places. “We are getting support
from the locals and hope to
increase the number of our
stalls to a record number,” he
said adding the people will
back BJP’s move and not listen
to the diktats of the TMC.

“We will get a feel of the
general political atmosphere
through the sale of the books”
because Kolkata itself is likely
to witness about 50 lakh peo-
ple hopping pandals for 24
hours all the 5-6 days the lead-
ership said.

The BJP is targeting more
than 22 parliamentary seats in
2019 general elections. While
the Chief Minister has said that
the TMC will win all the 42
seats, BJP leader Kailash
Vijaybargiya said things will be
clear in few months time as
most of the TMC leaders will
not be in a position to contest
the polls as they will be in jail
in chit fund case.

�
�4
��
��
�� 1�%,�

Chief Minister and JD(U)
president Nitish Kumar is

now fully in an election mode.
He is taking all attempts to woo
all sections of the voters in a bid
to expand his electoral base.
His party is holding separate
conclaves for backwards, dalits,
minorities as well as women
and youths of all sections and
telling them the Government’s
steps taken for their welfare.

Incidentally, all these sec-
tions had wholeheartedly
backed Nitish from 2005 except
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls but
regained the support of these

social groups in 2015 Assembly
polls which he fought in alliance
with Lalu Prasad and Congress.

Amid the apprehension
that his party was losing the
support base of particularly the
dalits and minorities, the JD(U)
on its own trying hard to
maintain its hold on these sec-
tions because its main rival the
RJD is also heavily banking on
these social groups.

After holding the dalit con-
claves at some places and one in
Patna four days back which was
also attended by Nitish, Monday
was the day to host meeting on
minorities issues. The emphasis
of the CM was on maintaining
communal harmony and
addressing the problems faced to
the Muslim community.

“I have never and will never
compromise with crime, cor-
ruption and communalism. I
believe in working and serving
the people and not concerned
for votes. I have committed to

serve and believe in “kaam”
(work) and not the caste. All my
schemes are universal and for
the welfare of all and not any
particular section,” he declared
at a meeting organised by the
minorities welfare department.

The CM unveiled projects
on minorities residential
schools, wakf development and
madrasa modernisation. He
also approved the Indo-Islamic
design for new construction of
historical and iconic building
Anjuman Islamia Hall in down-
town Patna and said it should
be completed Eid in 2020. He
also listed the works done for

various Muslims institutions
and students, wakf boards and
financial corporation, Arabic &
Persian University, minorities
hostels and stipends. He said
minorities residential schools
will be opened in each district.
The budget for minorities
employment loan scheme has
increased from Rs 25 crore to
Rs 100 crore.

The JD(U) on Monday
held a training programme for
its proposed ̀ Mahila Samagam’
(women conclave) to be held
on 24, 25 and 26 November in
all districts. The focal point of
these conclave would be gov-
ernance, prohibition, anti
dowry and child marriage,
women employment, educa-
tion and health, said JD(U)
national general secretary RCP
Singh.

He said the works done by
Nitish for the half of the pop-
ulation should be propagated
through the ̀ Mahila Samagam’.
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Agroup of 31 suspected
Bangladeshi nationals who

allegedly entered the country
illegally were apprehended on
Monday from Guwahati
Railway Station, according 
to police.

The group was detained
when they were preparing to
board Kanchanjunga Express
to go to Agartala this morn-
ing, Railway Police Deputy
Superintendent If tekar 
Ali said.

The detained include eight
women and 13 children, he
said."They could not produce
any valid document to prove

their Indian citizenship. ...
They then confessed that they
hail from Bagerhat district in
Khulna division of
Bangladesh," Ali said.

During interrogation, the
detainees said that they had
entered India illegally two to
three years ago and had moved
to Bangalore where they did
some petty jobs, the police
official said.

The group had reached
Guwahati yesterday by the
Bangalore Express and spent
the night on the station plat-
form."They were on their way to
Bangladesh via Agartala to visit
their homes ... Investigation is
on," he added.
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The Kerala High Court on
Monday granted  condi-

tional bail to Roman Catholic
Bishop Franco Mulakkal,
three  weeks after he was
arrested over allegations of
repeatedly raping  and sexu-
ally assaulting a nun.

Granting the bail, Justice
Raja Vijayaraghavan directed
the accused  to leave Kerala
and surrender his passport.

He has been directed to
appear before the probe officer
once in two weeks on
Saturdays. This condition
would be applicable till a charge
sheet is filed in the case.

Earlier on October 3, the
High Court had dismissed
the bail plea of the clergyman
while accepting the prosecu-
tion argument that the
accused, holding a high posi-
tion in the society, would try
to influence witnesses in the
case, if given bail.

The 54-year-old bishop,
currently lodged in a sub-jail
in Pala in Kottayam district,
moved the high court again
after a magistrate court
extended his judicial remand.

Police opposed the bail
application of Mulakkal, say-
ing investigation was still on
in the case.

The court ,  however,
granted him conditional bail
considering the fact that
investigation in the case was
almost over.

Fellow nuns of the vic-

timised nun, who had staged
public protest in Kochi seek-
ing the bishop's  arrest ,
expressed concern over the
"speedy bail" of the accused,
saying Bishop Mulakkal was
very powerful who can influ-
ence the witnesses in the case
even if he stays outside 
the State.

They said there was a
security threat for them and
there was no guarantee that
they would be alive tomorrow.
Welcoming the decision, a
Jalandhar diocese spokesper-
son said, "Thanks to the God."

Without elaborating, he
said the case was under the
consideration of the court
and "let the court decide".  

The bishop was arrested
on September 21 after intense
interrogation over the last
three days.The Vatican had
relieved him "temporarily" of
all pastoral responsibilities as
the bishop of the Jalandhar
diocese of the Missionaries of
Jesus congregation to which
the alleged victim also belongs.

The nun had accused the
clergyman of repeatedly rap-
ing and having unnatural sex
with her between 2014 and
2016. In her complaint to the
Kottayam Police in June, the
nun had alleged that Bishop
Mulakkal raped her at a guest
house in Kuravilangad in May
2014 and later  sexual ly
exploited her on several 
occasions.

)��
����
����(
*�����
��
�����
����
��
������
+�����
����''��

1=0#�-�=11=3-/�%'-
(�#0��110#��%#=,�=)
�40�&&�0��3�<#,�
#,8-3%#��%#=,�.�3
3%#00�=,�#,�%'-���3-�
%'-��=49%��'=.-8-9�

�9�,%-/�'#�
�=,/#%#=,�0�(�#0

�=,3#/-9#,��%'-�)��%
%'�%�#,8-3%#��%#=,�#,

%'-���3-�.�3�
�0�=3%�=8-9

'%�*��
�������������
���0�#�����������������

���� ���		� �����������
������������� ����*��
������������������#���#������������
�������������	�����	�������#��������������0����������������� ��

����� 04�&,=.

Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani on Monday assured

that the people of Uttar Pradesh
were fully secured in his home
State and blamed the Congress
for hatching a conspiracy to
malign the image of Gujarat
which had developed due to the
support and hard work of the
people of other states.

“I can assure you that the
situation is normal and every
non-Gujarati individual is safe
and secure. It is the tradition of
all Gujaratis to safeguard the
life and property of non-
Gujaratis,” Rupani said while
claiming that Gujaratis and
non-Gujaratis had mixed in the
state like “milk and sugar” and
they all were behind the devel-
opment of Gujarat.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Monday along
with his Uttar Pradesh coun-
terpart Yogi Adityanath,
Rupani said that everyone
knew who was behind the
conspiracy. 

“We have arrested around
700 people for the conspiracy
in which more than 50 are
Congress leaders and workers.
They also conspired through
social media in which 70 peo-
ple have been arrested,” the
Gujarat Chief Minister said. 

Without taking the name
of Congress MLA Alpesh
Thakor, who was allegedly
behind the conspiracy, Rupani

said the government had ini-
tiated legal action against the
legislator.

However, Rupani was
critical of Congress president
Rahul Gandhi, saying just a
tweet against his MLA was
not enough. 

“Gandhi should have
taken action against his MLA
and not just tweeting and for-
getting everything,” he said,
adding that it was surprising
that the alleged MLA was also
the party in-charge of Bihar
and had conspired against the
people of Bihar. 

Giving reason for such
conspiracy by the Congress, the
Gujarat Chief Minister said
that the party, which was lag-
ging behind Bharatiya Janata
Party in the country, had tried
to implicate the Gujarat
Government just before the
assembly polls in several States
and also to counter the move of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to inaugurate the Statue of
Unity at Sardar Sarovar dam on
October 31.

UP chief minister Yogi
Adityanath in his brief inter-
action said that he has accept-
ed the invitation of Rupani to
attend the inauguration func-
tion of Statue of Unity on
October 31. He further said
that the Gujarat CM has also
accepted the UP’s demand for
land to construct a guest house
near the Statue of Unity.

“It will be the highest stat-

ue in the world and the credit
for it goes to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
Gujarat government,” he said.

Earlier, both the Chief
Ministers attended an ‘Ekta
Sambaad’ function in which
they launched a solar charkha. 

Yogi Adityanath on the
occasion said that solar power
was becoming a revolution in
the country and now power-
loom would run by it.

“Mahatma Gandhi’s dream
of village empowerment will be
fulfilled through this solar
power revolution and it will
also help UP’s policy of One
District, One product
(ODOP),” he said.

Rupani said that Gujarat
had always welcomed the peo-
ple from other parts of the
country and it was the contri-
bution of non-Gujaratis that
Gujarat had developed to such
an extent. 

“In Surat, Baroda and other
parts of Gujarat, north Indians
are working efficiently to devel-
op the state,” he stated.

He also appealed to the
people of UP to visit Gujarat,
particularly religious places of
Somnath and Dwarka, tourist
places like Kutch and Gir
forest and Sabarmati Ashram
of Mahatma Gandhi, which
was the ultimate place for all
the people. 
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Lucknow: Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani on
Monday gave the details of the
Statue of Unity, saying the 182-
metre statue of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel would be the
tallest statue of the world with top
class tourist facilities in the area. 

“The construction of the
statue commenced in 2013 after
iron and other scraps were col-
lected from six lakh villages of
the country. It took just four
years to complete the statue near
Sardar Sarovar dam,” he said. 

Rupani said the Statue of
Unity was based on a big
building which housed a muse-

um of Sardar Patel, who was
instrumental in bringing 562
independent states in India
under the fold of the country
after Independence. 

“There is a lift which can
take 50 people at a time up to the
bust of the statue from where
people can witness the scenic
beauty of the place and there is
also an exhibition hall,” he said. 

For the comfort of tourists,
there is a tent city and a three-
star hotel while 100 guides are
being trained to help the tourists,
Besides, a tribal market, valley of
flowers and other attractions are
also nearby. PNS
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Lucknow: The Opposition par-
ties slammed the move of the
Yogi Adityanath government to
rename Allahabad as Prayagraj
ahead of the Kumbh Mela begin-
ning in January next year.  

Even as a formal order for
the renaming of Allahabad is
about to be issued, the reli-
gious leaders of Ayodhya have
raised the demand for renam-
ing Faizabad as Ayodhya. 

The saints of Ayodhya have
decided to raise the demand
before Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath   when he visits
Ayodhya for Deepotsav (light-
ing the lamps) ceremony on the
bank of river Saryu on Diwali. 

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav criticised Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath over
the move to rename Allahabad
as Prayagraj, saying he was
“doing nothing for the people
and claiming credit by just
renaming cities”. 

“Raja Harshvardhan made
‘Prayag Kumbh’ great by offer-
ing donations but the present
day rulers are trying to take
credit for the work just by
renaming the city to Prayagraj,”
the former Chief Minister
tweeted on Monday. 

“They (BJP) have even
renamed Ardh Kumbh as
Kumbh. This mocks our tradi-
tion and belief,” he added. The
Congress also hit out at the rul-
ing dispensation. Uttar Pradesh
Congress Committee general
secretary Onkarnath Singh said
changing the name of the historic
city to Prayagraj was an attempt
to fiddle with the history of the
nation. PNS
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Sabarimala: Justice downsizes divinitywww.dailypioneer.com
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Its inclusive character notwithstanding,
Sabarimala has several characteristics con-
sistent with a denominational temple and
should have been spared the humiliation that
is currently agitating Ayyappa swami devo-

tees across the country. In hundreds of Ayyappa
temples, devotees are welcomed without distinc-
tion of gender, jati or even creed. At Sabarimala,
Ayyappa, born from the union of Shiva and Vishnu
as Mohini, takes the form of Naishtika Brahmachari
(perennial celibate) and performs eternal tapas
(meditation); hence women devotees of reproduc-
tive age (10 to 50 years) desist from disturbing him.

Hindu dharma celebrates divinity in its com-
plex diversity. The same deity has different traits
and is worshiped differently according to naama
(name), rupa (form) and svarupa (essence).
During the Navratras, Devi is worshiped in nine
forms. At four major temples in Kerala, Ayyappa
takes the form of a ‘kumar’ (teenager) at

Sabarimala; a ‘balak’ (child) at Kulathupuzha; a gri-
hastha (family man) with wives at Achankovil; and
a ‘tapasvi’ (ascetic) in Aryankavu; these denote the
four stages of human life.

Sabarimala is essentially a denominational
temple within the Ayyappa panth (stream); it has
special rules and regulations appropriate to the
deity in that rupa and svarupa. These rules have
been practiced without demur from time
immemorial and correspond to settled usage and
custom. Violation, as in 2006 when an actress in
the prohibited age group entered the temple, defiles
the sanctity of the temple according to the
Agamas, and requires purification.

The denominational nature of the temple is
established by the rigorous 41-day vrat (penance)
that Ayyappa Himself prescribed when he direct-
ed a king to build the temple at the spot where his
arrow landed after vanquishing a demon. This
includes total abstinence, celibacy, and other forms
of asceticism. A person starting tapas takes bless-
ings from his parents, elders and Guru and dons
a tulsi or rudraksha maala. The aim is to purify
mind and body and establish the Oneness of all
beings. On the pilgrimage, each devotee is
addressed as ‘Swami’ as he has become pure. Justice
DY Chandrachud’s view that, “To suggest that
women cannot undertake the 41-day vratham is
to stereotype them”, mocks at the sanctity of cus-
tom. That this has caused religious hurt can be seen
from the thousands of women pouring out on the

streets of Kerala cities to protest the verdict.
Only those who conclude the vrat and carry

the Irumudi kettu on their heads can cross the
Srichakra and ascend the final 18 steps to the san-
nidhanam (sanctum), to the presence of Ayyappa.
Irumudi is a twin bundle with offerings for the
deity on one side, and the pilgrim’s humble neces-
sities on the other. Other devotees worship
through a side entrance. The 18 steps represent
the stages of knowledge and consciousness, to
supreme bliss at the feet of Ayyappa swami. The
vrat and Irumudi distinguish Sabarimala as a reli-
gious denomination or section thereof which,
under Article 26, has the right to manage its own
affairs in matters of religion.

It is surprising why the Supreme Court refused
to accept the balaka god as a minor and a juris-
tic entity, a settled principle in Hindu Law. In the
Ram Janmabhumi case, Ramlalla (infant Rama)
is a minor and juristic entity entitled to the pro-
tection of the law and to be represented by a ‘best
friend’. Hindu Gods own wealth and property
because they are juristic entities. In 1988, recog-
nising this principal, a London judge returned the
Chola Nataraja of Pattur to India, ruling that so
long as even one stone belonging to a temple built
by a Chola chieftain remains in situ, the temple
continues to exist in the eye of law and has the right
to own property. Sabarimala is a living temple
adhering to distinct agamas; it is incorrect to des-
ignate temples as ‘public spaces’ and deny the deity’s

constitutional rights.
We may ask if it is wise to destroy the sanc-

tity of Sabarimala to satisfy the iconoclastic urges
(disguised as a quest for equality) of litigants whose
locus standi is suspect? The principal activists
behind the Indian Young Lawyers Association &
Ors Versus The State of Kerala & Ors. [Writ
Petition (C) No. 373 of 2006] have admitted that
they were inspired by the furore over actress
Jayamala’s unlawful entry into the temple.

The erstwhile royal family of Pandalam, where
Ayyappa grew up, and People for Dharma are seek-
ing a review of the verdict, on grounds that it “has
the effect of Abrahamising the core of the Hindu
faith, namely diversity, and altering its identity”.
The organisation laments that the court failed to
enquire if the traditional practice “is essential to
the identity of the Sabarimala Ayyappa Temple”.
Instead, it asked if it is essential to Hindu religion,
when the Sanatana Dharma has no Book or Canon
with uniform beliefs and practices.

The Sabarimala restrictions have been dis-
torted as derogatory towards women in their fer-
tile years. Different temples run according to dis-
tinct agamas. The menstrual cycle of Assam’s Devi
Kamakhya is celebrated in the Ambubachi fes-
tival; Rajo, symbolising the menstruation of
Mother Earth, is a major event in Odisha. The
Mahadeo temple in Chengannur celebrates
women’s fertility, and transgenders have divine
status in Kottankulangara.

Only Justice Indu Malhotra, the sole dissent-
ing voice, sifted the evidence clinically and
observed that the restriction on women of a cer-
tain age group was not based on misogyny or
menstrual impurity, but on the celibate nature
of Ayyappa swami; “what constitutes an essen-
tial religious practice is for the religious commu-
nity to decide”. She questioned the locus standi
of non-believers approaching the Court and
claiming the right to enter the Temple, even as
there was no aggrieved petitioner from Kerala.
Justice Malhotra warned that in a plural and
diverse country, judges must be careful before
labelling a practice as discriminatory on the basis
of personal morality: “issues which are matters
of deep religious faith and sentiment must not
ordinarily be interfered with by courts.” In fact,
Courts should not interfere unless a practice is
“pernicious, oppressive, or a social evil”.

The apex Court’s equation of Sabarimala cus-
toms with untouchability as defined in Article 17
of the Constitution, which refers to birth-based
discrimination against some castes was unfortu-
nate. The Kerala Government’s decision to pass
The Travancore-Cochin Hindu Religious
Institutions (Amendment) Act, 2018 to allow
appointment of non-Hindus to the Travancore
Devaswom Board was the last straw.

(The writer is Senior Fellow, Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library; the views
expressed are personal)
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Sir — It is a known that stubble burn-
ing in States of Haryana and Punjab
are the major contributors to air pol-
lution in Delhi. Last year itself, the
burning led to a severe deterioration
in air quality. This year, too, farmers
continue to defy rules which call for
strict fines. This because they have no
alternative at hand.

It is a fact that for most farmers,
‘stubble burning’ is the fastest, easiest
and cost-effective way to steer clear
their fields. With lack of affordable
alternative they continue to do so. The

issue of stubble burning needs to be
addressed with caution. 

A toll free number for complaints
along with an app in which a ‘photo-
graph+location’ that could be sent to
the authorities concerned can help curb
the issue. Further, satellite monitoring
technologies can be made use of. 

Shashank Sharma
Via email
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Flying unsafe” (October 15). Despite
constant expansion, major airports are
battling increasing passenger transit.

Even t ier-II airports are not
untouched. While airport authorities
keep trying to improve the infrastruc-
ture and systems to keep up with the
passenger rush, crowding does affect
the performance of aircraft as well.
Today we enjoy a safety rating which
is higher than the US according to the
Federal Aviation Administration but
the problems being faced by Air
India and now Jet Airways are por-
tents of a dangerous future.

The industry is ordering a large
number of new aircraft in anticipation
of more passengers taking to air trav-
el and in the process, building up

financial liabilities that would need to
be serviced out of revenues. The
global aviation industry is under
duress due to fuel costs and we are no
exception.

Competitive pricing and increas-
ing cost of operations are taking a toll.
Given that aviation has to be predicat-
ed on 100 per cent plus levels of safe-
ty, the government, the industry and
the passenger must share the onus of
keeping the exponential growth of air
travel safe and profitable. How we do
that is the real question.

R Narayanan 
Navi Mumbai 
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Sir — The #MeToo campaign has
become the talk of the town. Women,
both young and old, have come forward
to accuse celebrities, journalists and
politicians alike of having subjected
them to sexual abuse. Public voice too
has been demanding action against the
accused. But this is a sensitive issue that
must be handled with care. 

Anna Mary Yvonne
Chennai
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No good Hindu would want a temple at
Babri masjid site by demolishing somebody

else’s place of worship. 
—Congress MP 
SHASHI THAROOR

There is a chargesheet against him
(Tharoor). What can we say on the statement

of such a person? Woh neech aadmi hai.
—BJP MP

SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY 

The three-day lecture series
in New Delhi by Dr
Mohan Bhagwat was an
unqualified success and, as
expected, conversations

triggered by this first-of-a-kind inter-
action still continue. Among those
who attended there were many who
were yet to hear the Sangh’s views first-
hand and had often been misled by
propaganda; hence, there was also
some disbelief since the
Sarsanghachalak’s speech was con-
trary to what had been said and
reported about the organisation.
Opponents of the RSS were numbed
into silence, trying to pick apart the
speech but failing to come up with an
incriminating utterance that con-
firmed their often-repeated false-
hoods. Their efforts, perhaps out of
habit and hubris, saw only a desulto-
ry revival of their discredited allega-
tions even as in the main the
Sarsanghchalak’s outreach has over-
whelmed past prejudice.

In this context, there seems to be
some delight or surprise about the
clarification the Sarsanghchalak has
given about the publication Bunch of
Thoughts, a collection of speeches
and thoughts of Shri Guruji
Golwalkar (the second
Sarsanghchalak).  This analysis takes
a further leap and goes so far as to
assume that Dr Bhagwat has dis-
tanced the Sangh from Guruji! This
couldn’t be further from the truth. In
fact, the entire lecture of the
Sarsanghachalak on day two about
Hindu and Hindutva was based on
the intellectual articulation provided
by Guruji to the Sangh over several
years of reflection, thought, speech-
es and writing. But given that for
some reason Bunch of Thoughts
receives disproportionate attention it
is important that its critics and read-
ers take cognisance of the way in
which it was written, the form in
which it was written, and the circum-
stances in which it was written.

As the name might suggest,
Bunch of Thoughts is not a coherent
thesis but a collection of ideas shared
by Guruji in different places and dif-
ferent contexts over a period of
time. Any self-respecting academic or
serious thinker would know that such

a work must be studied and critiqued
alongside the study of the times and
circumstances in which it was creat-
ed. Bunch of Thoughts too must be
seen in the context of its times — also,
it must be emphasised that the peri-
od it is associated with is from 1940
to 1965 (not his entire tenure as
Sarsanghchalak), a specific time in pre
and post-Independence history
which had its own unique circum-
stances, leading to wide debate and
discourse on nationhood, identity
and belonging.  Hence it is essential
to view the opinions of that time as
a subset of the larger dialogue around
these issues and the creation of a new
country — Pakistan — based entire-
ly on religion.

When Guruji took over as
Sarsanghchalak, he was a mere 34
years old and destiny had led to the
mantle of responsibility being placed
on his shoulders. It was a daunting
task for the young man to expand and
guide this organisation, which had no
other parallel to emulate, and would
need to forge its own destiny. At the
time of his taking over as
Sarsanghchalak, the call for Pakistan
had taken on a pervasive note and
echoed across the country. The Quit
India movement had also gained force
and many swayamsevaks had been
incarcerated and some condemned to
death. It was a tumultuous time —  in
1946, there was an election held with
the demand for Pakistan. In Muslim
majority areas, Hindus were subject-
ed to violence and persecution. As a
result of Direct Action, Hindus in
Bengal faced widespread violence.
India gained independence but it was
also amputated. The largest move-
ment of humanity took place, Hindus
sought refuge in India, often after fac-
ing unspeakable violence and losing
everything. The swayamsevaks were
the only group who stood by this pop-
ulation, protecting them and playing
witness to their trauma. The psycho-
logical impact of those years was pro-
found and lasting on Hindu society
and the nation.

On Gandhiji’s assassination, the
RSS was targeted with falsehoods and
a ban was imposed, even though the
Government was unable to prove the
allegations. This was the beginning of
the dirty politics of hate by the
Congress party in Independent
Bharat. The Government was not
ready to prosecute and prove the
charges. No door was left open for
conversation and Guruji was incarcer-
ated based on these false charges.
Swayamsevaks organised an unprece-
dented peaceful satyagraha against

this injustice and eventually the ban
was lifted. Correspondingly, commu-
nist ideology was expanding and divi-
sive theories that undermined nation-
al identity were systematically main-
streamed. At the same time conver-
sions by Christians gained ground; the
Justice Niyogi commission report led
the Congress ruled states of Orissa
and Madhya Pradesh to enact an anti-
conversion law.

During this time of upheaval,
Guruji continued to travel through the
length and breadth of the country and
addressed issues that plagued the
national conscience. These contem-
plations and responses to the preva-
lent circumstances have been includ-
ed in Bunch of Thoughts.

On his centenary birth anniver-
sary in 2006, a 12-volume edition,
an authoritative compilation of his
entire thoughts (Shri Guruji
Samagra Darshan) was published. If
twelve volumes are too much for
some then his ideas have been dis-
tilled into a book called — Shri
Guruji, His Vision and Mission
(Drishti and Darshan). Dr Bhagwat
appealed to everyone to read this
book, so where does the question of
distancing the RSS from the second
Sarsanghchalak’s thoughts come in?

The answer given by Dr Bhagwat
to the query on the selectively quot-
ed sections in Bunch of Thoughts is
not any different from what Guruji

has himself said. There was an inter-
view that he gave in the 1970s to Dr
Jilani in which he answered these
direct questions. It is an interview that
is rarely quoted either because critics
develop selective amnesia or it does-
n’t suit their motivated campaign.

Below are the relevant sections
of the interview:

Dr Jilani: Much has been said
about ‘Indianisation’ and a lot of
confusion has arisen over it. Could
you please tell me how to remove
the confusion? 

Shri Guruji: ‘Indianisation’ was
of course the slogan given by Jana
Sangh. Why should there be such con-
fusion?   ‘Indianisation’ does not mean
converting all people to Hinduism. Let
us all realise that we are all the chil-
dren of this soil and we must have our
allegiance to this land. We belong to
the same society and that our ances-
tors are common. That our aspirations
are also common. Understanding this
is Indianisation in the real sense.
Indianisation does not mean that one
should be asked to quit his religious
system. We neither said this, nor we
are going to say so. Rather we believe
that a single religious system for the
entire human society is not suitable.

Dr Jilani: You said it right. It’s 100
per cent right. Therefore, I am thank-
ful to you for this clarification. You
have clarified it from your side quite
well. Any thinking person and gen-

tleman wouldn’t disagree with you.
Don’t you think it is high time that a
meeting took place between you and
such Muslim Indian leaders who
would cooperate with you in finding
ways and means to remove this com-
munal discord once for all? Would
you like to meet such leaders?

Shri Guruji: I would not only
like it, I would welcome it.

Well known journalist
Khushwant Singh also interviewed
Guruji in 1972. and if you were to
read that interview then the protract-
ed effort to malign and misrepresent
Shri Guruji by the communists
who exercised control on most of the
media and academic disciplines
will become clear. Singh starts by
writing: “There are some people
against whom you build up malice
without knowing them. Guru
Golwalkar had long been at the top
of my hate list. However, as a jour-
nalist, I could not resist the chance
of meeting him.” In the end, he
writes: “Was I impressed? I admit I
was. He did not try to persuade me
to his point of view. He made me feel
that he was open to persuasion.”

Both the interviews are worth
reading in their entirety. Leftists,
however, have made it an art form
to discuss and defame Guruji with-
out going through the vast litera-
ture on him. It is a style of propa-
ganda that they have excelled at

across the world.
In Bunch of thoughts the con-

cerns raised by Shri Guruji are the
same that the world today is vexed
with and are specific to an ideology
(within the faith) that propagates fun-
damentalism and the jihadist mind-
set that leads to horrors and oppres-
sion. Even in Bharat the existence of
such elements cannot be denied. In
addition, forced and illegal conversion
in violation of the law by missionary
bodies, urban Maoism as well as the
international support to such activi-
ties have once again in the recent past
been highlighted through some inci-
dents but have a long history of
spreading disquiet and violence in
society. Though it is necessary to take
the Muslims and Christians of Bharat
along in the nation-building process,
it is also important to be cautious
about the extremists, jihadi and divi-
sive elements active in the name of so-
called minorities. In this sense, Shri
Guruji’s caution about the threats to
the nation are relevant even today.

As Hindu way of life manifests
itself with the changing times, same
is true with the nature of Sangh work.
Perhaps the inherent qualities of the
fundamental Hindu philosophy char-
acterised by ‘flexible rigidity’ and
transformation according to the times
is its real strength.

(The writer is Sah Sarkaryavah,
RSS)
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According to the latest research study,
‘Global Nanotechnology market out-
look of 2024’, the nanotechnology

industry is predicted to grow at a rate of 17
per cent during the forecasted period and
is expected to exceed $125 billion by 2024.
These huge market expectations are because
of the wide proliferation of this technology
in almost all sectors of the global economy,
including health, energy, cosmetics, electron-
ics, transport, agriculture among others. 

However, this window of opportunity
must be dealt with caution. Matters at nano-
scale exhibit properties different from the bulk
matter primarily because of the surface and
quantum effects. These factors affect the
chemical reactivity of materials and alter their
mechanical, electrical and magnetic proper-
ties. Hence, the success of nanotechnology
relies heavily on the ability of the researchers
to address these uncertainties. They must
become adept in understanding the prospects
and implications that this new technology
may leave on the eco-system as a whole. 

Nanoparticles are sources of both natur-
al and man-made processes — soil erosion,
dust storms, burning of unprocessed fuel,
industrial and other mechanical processes —
release several million tonnes of nanoparti-
cles in the air. Where studies have extensive-
ly researched the health impacts of PM2.5
and PM10 exposure, evidence on the toxic
effects of nanoparticles on human health is
insufficient and beyond the scope of a sin-
gle discipline. This calls for an interdiscipli-
nary research team of scientists, health pro-
fessionals, and epidemiological researcher
who can be convinced of the scientific com-
position, transmission and exclusive effects
of nanoparticles on human health. 

The large surface area and chemically
reactive nature of nanoparticles make risk
assessment highly uncertain. Inhalation is
the most common route through which peo-
ple get exposed to nanoparticles. Ingestions
and dermal contact of engineered nanopar-
ticles are also popular transmission mech-
anisms. Inhaled particles can enter the blood
circulation from where it can be carried to
different health organs, such as heart, kid-
ney and liver, giving rise to cardiovascular,

pulmonary diseases and respiratory ill-
nesses. Suggestive evidence show that
nanoparticles accumulated in the vascular
sites can clot the blood vessels, thereby
increasing the likelihood of a heart attack or
a stroke. Occupational exposure to these
toxic elements can increase the risk of lung
cancer and long-term exposure to higher
concentrations of nanoparticles can lead to
deaths. For patients with preexisting heart
or pulmonary conditions, the situation can
get worse when exposed to elevated parti-
cle concentrations. Infant mortality, neona-
tal complications and birth defects are also
likely to increase with ever increasing con-
centrations of matters smaller than 10 μm. 

Nanotechnology use in the cosmetic
industry is not unknown. But there is no
public knowledge about the amount and
extent of use of nanotechnology in cosmet-
ics, nor do we know of all the daily consum-
able food products that contain nanoparti-
cles.  Hence, it is difficult to quantify the
damage caused through them. What we do
know with certainty is their ability to pen-
etrate deeper into the human skin as also
their ability to accumulate and persist into
human biological systems for long. 

Other than human health, nanoparticles
are likely to alter the environmental process-
es, especially through their effect on dust

cloud formation. Particulate matters from
unprocessed fuel and burning of biomass
create dust clouds which can be transport-
ed along thousands of kilometres. 

Therefore, major environmental events
happening in one part of the country can
affect other far-away regions. Atmospheric
clouds leading to lower intensity of sunlight
can change the pattern of rainfall and
duration of monsoon. This changing pattern
can have consequences on agricultural pro-
ductivity and reduce the production of sta-
ple food crops. Furthermore, the toxicity of
these particles is responsible for depleting
the ozone layer, allowing higher intensity of
ultraviolet rays to reach the Earth’s surface. 

Given that the dangers of nanoparticles
are impossible to calculate in the absence of
further research, it is essential to be aware
of the risks involved and to undertake the
necessary steps to minimise their threat.
Towards this end, the Government of India
had laid out some initiatives, importantly the
Nano Science Mission anchoring the pro-
motion of nanoscience in India. The mis-
sion is working towards strengthening
knowledge on nanotechnology through
national and international collaborations.
Significant steps are underway to include
nanoscience in the curriculum for postgrad-
uate students. A comprehensive document,
as the first of its kind, is brought forward by
the Nano regulatory Task Force on precau-
tionary measures in handling practices of
nanoparticles. 

But the regulatory needs of such an
upcoming new technology will have to be
spread further to have sector based regula-
tions. Sectors of production should be able
to separate particles used in macro versus
nanoforms. Materials used in nano forms
should have regulatory mechanisms differ-
ent from their bulk properties. This initia-
tive can then be furthered with mandatory
reporting of nanoparticles in the finished
products. As said before, people are not aware
if their consumable products have nanopar-
ticles. Once they are aware, they will be able
to take appropriate measures limiting their
exposure. Routine regulations of nanotech-
nology will only work better if we understand
the different sources of nanoparticles, the
varying levels of concentration by sources,
their channels of transmission into living
beings, and finally the causal relationships of
nanoparticles affecting human health. 

(The writer is Associate Fellow, National
Council of Applied Economic Research. Views
expressed here are personal)

Nanotechnology’s major pitfalls
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Bhagwat’s bunch of Golwalkar’s thoughts
Some assume in the aftermath of his outreach that Dr Mohan Bhagwat has distanced the 

Sangh from Guruji. This couldn’t be further from the truth
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The Niti Aayog has come up with a proposal to
impose a ‘green tax’ on tourists who visit the 
Indian Himalayan region. It is a good idea, as the
100 million tourists visiting the region annually,
expected to go up to 240 million per annum by
2025, put immense pressure on extant resources. 
We need to preserve the Himalayas for future 
generations. 
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The National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal

(NCLAT) on Monday stayed all
proceedings against IL&FS and
its 348 group firms till a further
order, after an urgent petition
moved by the Government.

The Ministry of Corporate
Affairs swiftly approached the
appellate tribunal after the
Mumbai bench of the National
Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) turned down its plea to
grant 90 days moratorium over
the loans taken by IL&FS and
its subsidiaries.

Passing an interim order
over the Government’s plea, a
two-member NCLAT bench
headed by Justice S J
Mukhopadhaya stayed all the
proceedings “taking into con-
sideration the nature of the
case, larger public interest and
economy of the nation and
interest of IL&FS and 348
group companies”.

The NCLAT also directed
to implead the top five lenders
of IL&FS and asked to submit
their replies over the
Government’s plea seeking 90
days moratorium.

“There shall be stay of the
institution or continuation of
suits or any other proceedings
by any party or person or bank
or company, etc against IL&FS

and its 348 group companies in
any court of law/tribunal/arbi-
tration panel or arbitration
authority,” the appellate tri-
bunal said.

There would also be stay
on “any action by any party or
person or bank or company etc
to foreclose, recover or enforce
any security interest created
over the assets of IL&FS and its
348 group companies including
any action under the
Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002”.

The appellate tribunal has
also put suspension of tem-
porarily the acceleration of
any term loan, corporate loan,
bridge loan, commercial paper,
debentures, fixed deposits and
any other financial facility by
the IL&FS and its 348 group
companies.

It has also stayed all banks,
financial institutions from exer-
cising the right to set off or lien
against any amounts lying with
any creditor against any dues.

The appellate tribunal has
directed to list the
Government’s appeal on
November 13 “for admission”.

Meanwhile, the NCLAT also
clarified that the interim order
will not be applicable to any writ
petition filed before high courts
or the Supreme Court.

During the proceedings of
the appellate tribunal, the
Government side was repre-
sented by Additional Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta. A
moratorium period is a time
during which the borrower is
not required to make any
repayment towards the loans. 

The Government, in its
application filed before the
NCLT, had sought three
months’ moratorium over
“institution or continuation”
or any other proceedings
against IL&FS and any of its
group companies in “any
court of law/tribunal/arbitra-
tion panel or arbitration
authority”.

It has also asked for mora-
torium over any action by any
party “to foreclose, recover or
enforce any security interest”
created over the assets of IL&FS
or its group firms under the
Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act.

The Government had stat-
ed that the newly appointed
board is “likely to face certain
problems” relating to IL&FS
and its group company and
there may be a need to “ratio-
nalise/rethink” business
process and strategies that may
ensure effective and more effi-
cient manner of functioning.
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Leading stock exchange BSE
said its online bidding plat-

form for sovereign gold bond
scheme 2018-19 will be open
for subscription from Monday,
running up to five tranches till
February.

“BSE’s online bidding plat-
form for SGB 2018-19 - series
2 will be open for subscription
from Monday, October 15 to
October 19, 2018, for trading
members to subscribe to the
issue for their clients,” the
exchange said in a circular.

The sovereign gold bonds
(SGB) will be issued every
month from October 2018 to
February 2019.

According to the exchange,
series III will be available for
public subscription from
November 5-9, series IV
December 24-28, series V
January 14-18 and series VI
February 4-8.

For the current fiscal, the
first tranche of the SGB and its
subscription was opened on
April 16.SGBs are Government
securities denominated in mul-
tiples of gram of gold.

Investors can buy these
bonds through authorised Sebi
brokers. 
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Shanghai Automotive
Industrial Corporation

(SAIC) the largest carmaker in
China has formed up their
plans to launch in India in
2019. The carmaker which has
an annual production of 6.93
million units in 2017, helped by
joint-ventures with General
Motors and Volkswagen is
aggressively promoting their
own brands. In the early-2000’s
SAIC bought the British car-
maker MG and Rover. The lat-
ter was renamed Roewe and
has become one of the largest
homegrown brands in China,
however according to Michael
Yang, Executive Director,
International Business, SAIC,
the MG brand will be used to
power SAIC’s global ambi-
tions. And India will play a key
role in that global vision, with
former General Motors India
Managing Director Rajeev
Chaba Harding MG Motors
India and the company acquir-
ing GM’s old Halol facility in
Gujarat.

Chaba said that several
modifications had been made
to the Halol facility in order to
prepare it for MG Motors
including a new press shop as
well as a new vendor park.
Along with itself, SAIC is also
bringing SAIC subsidiaries
which will produce parts and
handle logistics. “We under-
stand that to be successful in
India products will need to
have a high-degree of localisa-

tion and when we launch we
will have over 75 per cent
localisation”, Chaba said. While
it is likely that the company will
enter the Indian market with
their HS sports-utility vehicle,
a C-segment SUV in the same
size category as the Jeep
Compass and Hyundai Tucson,
Chaba refused to confirm this
other than to say that whichev-
er product came to India would
feature both petrol and Diesel
engines.

Yang added that SAIC has
already decided that the second
vehicle that MG will bring to
India will be a purely electric
vehicle. “At the MOVE summit
last month we saw the vision
that Prime Minister Modi has
for electrification, and it is
clear that India is walking
down the electric path. SAIC is
a global pioneer in electric
vehicles and it is only right that
we bring our products to India”,
Yang told The Pioneer. While
he gave no details as to which

vehicles could be brought to
India, the carmaker recently
launched their new all-electric
SUV, the MarvelX in China.
The company has also electric
sedans and hatchbacks in their
product portfolio.

Chinese manufacturing
has often been criticised for
copying ideas and technologies
from western companies,
enabled through compulsory
joint-ventures and outright
copying of designs. SAIC took
pains to prove that they are
developing their own designs
and technologies in-house.
During a walkthrough of the
company’s Anting facilities,
the company showcased their
in-house vehicle development
abilities including new engines
and an advanced Dual-Clutch
transmission gearbox. SAIC
has also developed their own
crash laboratory where they
conduct crash tests and all
their new products are ‘Five
Star’ certified in China New

Car Assessment Program
(CNCAP) which includes
front-offset tests at 64 kilome-
ters per hour.

To be sure, India will play
a critical role in SAIC’s plans of
becoming a global force, with
globalisation being one of the
four main pillars of the com-
pany’s strategy. Chaba howev-
er did warn that the company
was not being overconfident.
“We are not expanding manu-
facturing output from the
100,000 that Halol can cur-
rently manage. We are also not
adding too many dealers, we
have plans for just 45 dealer
principals and a 100 touch-
points at launch and we will
grow with our dealers going
forward. Many foreign brands
have come to India and failed.
We do not want to repeat the
same mistakes, we want to
focus on customer satisfaction
and service.”

SAIC is moving abroad as
the Chinese car market growth
tempers off, after growing from
just over 10 million units to 25
million in just over a decade.
Chinese carmaker’s which were
derided for poor quality in their
homegrown products just over
a decade ago have dramatical-
ly picked up their act which is
clearly evident to the casual
observer. If the success of
Chinese manufacturers in the
mobile phone industry in India
is any indication thanks to a
blend of features and cost-
competitiveness then carmak-
er’s in India should be worried. 
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Vineet Gulati has taken over
the charge of Member (Air

Navigation Services) from5th
October, 2018 on the Board of
the Airports Authority of India.
Prior to his appointment as
Member (ANS), he has served
at AAI in various capacities, as
Executive Director (Air Traffic
Management), General
Manager (Air Traffic Flow
Management).
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Extending gains for the sec-
ond straight day, the bench-

mark BSE Sensex on Monday
surged about 132 points to end
at 34,865.10 on emergence of
buying in IT stocks, even as
headwinds in form of ongoing
global trade tiff and rising

crude prices continued to hit
investors sentiments. The NSE
index Nifty gained 40 points to
close at 10,512.50.

Investors mood remained
cautious due to fresh weakness
in the rupee on rising crude oil
prices and a subdued trend at
other Asian markets, following
worries over Sino-US trade
dispute, possible slowdown in
the Chinese economy and signs
of tighter monetary policy by
the US Federal Reserve.

“Market traded in a range
bound manner and ended on
a positive note. However neg-

ative sentiments over a slowing
world economy due to trade
war and rising cost of funds is
continuing to impact the mar-
ket,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services, said.

The rupee again breached
the 74-mark against the US
dollar to quote at 74.05 (intra-
day) in the forex market.

Brent crude, the interna-
tional benchmark, was trading
higher by 0.98 per cent, to
$81.79 per barrel.

“Rupee continued to be
under pressure as oil prices
started to move-up due to sud-
den spurt in tension between US
& Saudi Arabia. Q2 result sea-
son began on a positive note,
with Index heavy weights like IT
and FMCG delivering in-line
with expectation,” Nair said.
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Diesel price rose for the
10th consecutive day on

Monday to wipe out all of the
�2.50 per litre cut in rates
announced earlier this month
through excise duty cut and oil
company subsidy.

The Government had, with
effect from October 5, cut excise
duty on petrol and diesel by
�1.50 per litre and asked state-
owned oil firms to subsidise the
fuel by another �1 a litre.
However, the retail selling price
continued to rise on subse-
quent days. Petrol costs �82.72
per litre and has witnessed an
increase of �1.22 per litre since
the October 4 decision.
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With the RBI not relenting
on extending the

Monday's deadline for data
localisation, as many as 80 per
cent of industry players
including Amazon, Alibaba
and WhatsApp have com-
plied with the data storage
norms, according to official
sources.

However, they said some

debit/credit companies are
yet to comply with data stor-
age norms and have report-
edly sought more time.

The Reserve Bank is not
contemplating review of its
notification on data localisa-
tion norms, the sources said.

In April, the central bank
had given six months to glob-
al payment companies to store
transaction data of Indian
customers within India.
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Mental illnesses have existed from time immemorial, but for
most of history, which includes much of medical history,
they have often been considered moods or feelings as

opposed to the serious health conditions, which they truly are. Much
has changed with regard to people’s perceptions towards mental
health over the last few years, in large part due to numerous high
profile suicide cases by the likes of Anthony Bourdain, Robbin
Williams, Avicci, and Chester Bennington to name a few. As a result,
what was once a taboo subject is now finally being discussed in
the open. But for all the advances in society’s openness to discuss
the issue of mental health, one very important demographic has
been left out; children.

Anxiety is common during childhood; the trouble begins
when a prolonged phase results in the child actively avoiding cer-
tain activities or places. This is  usually accompanied by other
closely related conditions like depression and obsessive compul-
sive disorder. Here are some of the most common mental illness-
es affecting children:
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This is characterised by excessive worrying, usually pertain-

ing to family issues, performance at school, and interpersonal
relationships. Children who suffer from it often seek the approval
of others to an unhealthy degree and are excessively unforgiv-
ing towards themselves.
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Social Anxiety disorder is characterised by the intense fear

of social situations like per-
forming in front of crowds or in
more extreme cases, even speak-
ing to peers. It can severely
restrict a child’s social interac-
tions.
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A child is suffering from

panic disorder when they expe-
rience two or more panic attacks
over a short period of time. A
panic attack is a period of
intense anxiety or fear, an
increased heart rate, profuse

sweating, shaking, and shortness of breath.
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This disorder is said to exist when a child experiences anx-

iety or apprehension whenever a parent is out of sight. This behav-
iour, while common in all young children, is indicative of SAD
if it persists beyond late childhood.
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This disorder affects children and teenagers and can con-

tinue into adulthood if not diagnosed earlier. Children experi-
encing this might be hyperactive and may be unable to control
their impulses, or they may have trouble in paying attention. These
behaviours interfere with school and home life. 

Here are a few simple steps to overcoming mental illness:
�Exercise releases serotonin, a mood regulating hormone that
increases the sensation of bliss and reduces feelings of anxiety
and depression.
� Simply talking to a well-grounded expert and gaining knowl-
edge of various exercises to cope with feelings, and anxiety and
depression is an excellent way to reduce the impact.
�The last few years have seen enormous strides in anti-psychot-
ic medications, when therapy is not as effective; medicine has
proven to be an excellent second line of defence against mental
illnesses. Like any medication, anti-psychotic drugs should only
be taken after consultation with a qualified psychiatrist.
�Yoga and meditation are proven to reduce feelings of anxiety
by calming the mind and releasing serotonin.
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In its latest 2018
Global Tuberculosis
(TB) Report, the

WHO has indicated that
countries are still not doing
enough to end TB by 2030. The
global body called for an unprecedented
mobilization of national and internation-
al commitments and urged for decisive
action from nearly 50 heads of state and
government. Despite a decrease in the
number of TB deaths in the past year,
under reporting and under diagnosis of
cases continues to remain a challenge.

To urgently improve detection, diag-
nosis and treatment rates, the WHO and
partners launched a new initiative in 2018
to set the target of providing quality care
to 40 million people with TB from 2018
to 2022. This was while predicting that at
least 30 million people should be able to
access TB preventive treatment during the
period. Tips from Heart Care Foundation
of India:

�Wash your hands after sneezing,
coughing.

�Cover your mouth with a tissue
when you cough, sneeze or laugh. Discard
used tissues in a plastic bag, then seal and
throw it away.

�Do not attend work or school.
�Avoid close contact with others.
�Sleep in a room away from other

family members.
�Ventilate your room. TB spreads in

small closed spaces. Put a fan in your win-
dow to blow out air that may contain bac-
teria.
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Most wedding invites are
sent at least a month or
two in advance so

there is plenty of time to groom
yourself for a glowing complex-
ion. We all know the benefits of
drinking water. 

If you don’t drink
two-three litres of
water a day, start
doing it now.
Water hydrates
the skin giving
you that glow.

This is the
festival season
and fried food
and sweets is dif-
ficult to avoid. But
oily foods give that
patchy and oily look to the
skin. The best option is to eat
as much as green vegetables
and fruits as possible. Go for
a cheat day only once a week. 

Once you have the basics
in place, now is the time to

take of the specific problem. 
If you have a dry and

scratchy skin: Mix equal
amount of olive oil or Vitamin
E capsule, glycerin rose water
and aloe vera gel and apply this
on the face before going to

sleep. This will often your
skin and give it a glow.

If you have an
oily skin: Wash
your face twice a
day. Apply
cucumber juice,
tomato juice,
aloe vera gel,

honey and curd
mask. This will

reduce oil and whiten
the skin.

We all love to wear sleeve-
less but the downside is a tan.
Here’s what you can do to get
rid of it. Mix orange and
tomato juice. Add yogurt.
Apply it on the area. Wash
after 15 minutes.

With the wedding season coming
in, every woman wants to look

her best even if she is not the
bride. ROSHANI DEVI shares a

few home tips that are easy to
follow for a beautiful you

Atotal of 22 positive laboratories
confirmed cases of Zika virus
infection have been detected so

far in Jaipur, Rajasthan. This number
will only rise. Last week the Health
Ministry sounded an alert for
Bihar after a student of com-
puter science from Siwan,
studying in Jaipur, tested
positive for the Zika virus. 

Zika virus disease is an
emerging disease currently
being reported by 86 coun-
tries worldwide. The symp-
toms of Zika virus disease are
similar to those in other viral
infections such as dengue, and
include fever, skin rashes, conjunctivitis,
muscle and joint pain, malaise, and
headache.

While enhanced surveillance, com-
munity-based including at international

airports and ports, to track cases of
acute febrile illness is the need of the
hour, creating public awareness about
the disease including preventive mea-
sures should be the focus. At the same

time, the public should be assured
that there is no need to panic.

Speaking about this, Dr KK
Aggarwal, former president
Indian medical Association,
said: Winter is on the horizon
and so is the marriage season.
In India, it will commence

from the end of Chaturmas in
November. All newly-weds

should avoid starting a family if
one of them has or is recovering from

dengue-like illness. It is imperative to
rule out Zika virus infection first.”

Hygiene and sanitation are the cor-
nerstones for preventing mosquito-
borne disease like Zika.
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Childhood obesity is one of the leading pub-
lic health concerns that affect children and
adults alike. Obesity in children makes them

prone to develop stress, sadness, depression and
low self-esteem. In addition, they are at a higher
risk of developing non-communicable disease
(NCD) like heart diseases, hypertension, high
blood pressure, cholesterol, diabetes, sleep apnea
and others in their adulthood. 

These days, children become overweight due
to the following factors:
�Unhealthy eating patterns
�Environmental factors 
� Lack of physical activity 
�Heredity and Family History

Although weight issues run in the family, not
all kids with a case history are going to be over-
weight. Children whose parents or siblings are
overweight may be at an increased risk of becom-
ing obese themselves, but this can be linked to
shared family behaviours like eating and activity
habits. 

Studies say that adolescents are prone to belly
fat. Belly fat is considered even more dangerous
than childhood obesity in general, because it’s an
important indicator for risks like heart disease and

diabetes. 
Obesity is a rising concern amongst teenagers.

The only way to lose fat around the belly is to
reduce the amount of calories intake and by
increasing the activity level. These actions help in
improving the overall health in many ways, and,
in addition, help in losing belly fat. Also, parents
need to motivate their children to indulge more
in outdoor games and activities.

Following the below mentioned tips can
help in reducing the fat around the belly:
�Eat on time: Eat breakfast around the same time
each day. If you tend to sleep till late on weekends,
eat as soon as you wake up
�Keep away stress: Teens are under stress due
to studies, friends, relationship etc. Help them relax
through reading, practicing yoga or spending qual-
ity time with family
�Be active: The best way to burn fat is exercise
and limit obesity. Indulge in activities like running,
walking, Zumba and many others.  
� Sleep more: Most children and adults need at
least 7 hours of sleep every night to function prop-
erly
�Walk 10,000 steps a day: Get a pedometer and
try to increase the number of daily steps you take
�Keep yourself hydrated: Aim to drink an 8
glasses of water eight times per day
�Reduce the daily television time
�Make the portion size of meals smaller and eat
after every two hours
�Keep a check on the overall health status through
regular checkups

Besides changing diet and exercise habits,
successful belly fat loss often requires other
behavioural changes. Set reasonable weekly or
monthly goals, monitor your weight loss or

gain, and find healthy ways to reward yourself.
Working with both a dietician and a behavioral

specialist can help you put these practices into play.
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WAT TO LOSE
BELLY FAT
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It is a condition which leads to weaken-
ing of bones. Around 50 per cent of men
and women above the age of 50 years will

a sustain fracture of compromised osteo-
porotic back bone, hip or wrist. The prob-
lem can occur in younger people also.  The
highest strength of bones in an individual’s
lifetime is around the age of 30 irrespective
of the built, sex and the race. This is called
Peak Bone Mass. Bone mass keeps on
reducing after the age of 30 in both men and
women gradually. However, it falls rapidly
after menopause in women due to hormon-
al changes, making them more prone for
osteoporosis.

The bone is a dynamic structure having
constant turnover of its protein building scaf-
fold and minerals, most importantly calci-
um salts deposited on it. At the microscop-
ic level, it is like a huge meshwork of protein

Trabeculae with minerals deposited on
them. Several factors affect the process of
bone turnover.

Quantitative and qualitative decrease in
bone framework at microscopic level can lead
to osteopenia (osteo—bone; penia —
decrease) and more serious osteoporosis
when bone density decreases below a par-
ticular level and can give disastrous result at
times. With osteoporosis, fragility increases
because body fails to form enough new bone
when too much existing bone in washed
away. Osteoporosis can cause suffering and
acute pain because of fractures, constant
chronic disabling pain because of crumbling
bone framework and deformity in back. This
disease can be a huge financial burden on
individuals and society. But fortunately, it is
preventable to a large extent and treatable
with simple drugs and active lifestyle. 
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�Age: Bone weakens with advancing age
and is an important cause of osteoporosis.
�Lack of Activity: Sedentary lifestyle, lack
of exercise leads to osteoporosis. Since bone
is a living, dynamic structure, the more we
stress it with activities like walking, jogging
and sports, the more bone can remain
healthy. 
�Hormonal imbalance: Female hormone
estrogen and certain male hormones have  a
positive effect on bone formation. Females

are more prone to osteoporosis around
menopause due to hormonal disturbances.
�Drugs: Steroids, anti-etrilepsy and cer-
tain other drugs, can lead to osteoporosis.
�Alcohol and smoking: Heavy drinking
and smoking have a definite negative
effect on bone formation.
�Low body weight
�Race: Races such as caucacian’s and
Asians are more prone to osteoporosis.
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There are simple non inva-
sive methods available,

like the DEXA scan which
can accurately measure bone
density and tell us if we
have weak bones (osteope-
nia) or indeed osteoporosis.
At the same time, we should
check out mineral metabo-
lism, when indicated, by
doing blood test for calcium
and Vitamin D.

It may be a good idea to
check it once around
menopause and after 50 year
of age in case of men. There
after it can be checked once
every few years. In case of
fragility fracture due to triv-
ial injury after the age of 50
years around wrist, hip or
spine, bone density must be
checked.

� Unexplained aches and pains all over the body in
women around menopause or older men and
women. 

� Fracture sustained because of relatively trivial injury.
�Continuing back pain in people above 50 years of

age. 
� Stooping posture in elderly caused by multiple back

bone compression collapses. Often silent with lit-
tle or no pain.

� Sudden acute back pain in elderly because of
Vertebral Compression Fracture (VCF).

��0�����

 �". � $ ��� �.!�" ��'��.�"

It can now be treated to a large extent and tenden-
cy of bones to break can be significantly decreased

by certain drugs and of course by remaining active.
� Specific drugs such as Bisphosphonates Calcitonin
and Tereperetide are now available
�Calcium and Vitamin D is important
�Various formulations are available which can be given
daily, once a week, once a month or once a year, depend-
ing on the severity of disease and certain other factors.
This must be done under medical supervision.

You will be asked to take the oral drugs empty
stomach with water and to walk for half hour. This
is because absorption of these drugs is otherwise poor.
Drugs like terepertide are given by daily injection
under the skin (just as in Diabetes).

This is an expensive treatment; to be taken in spe-
cial cases only.
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In fragility fracture around
the hip, surgery is often

required either to fix the frac-
ture with nail, plate or some-
times hip replacement may be
required. It is very important
to get the elderly person with
such a fracture out of bed
quickly & mobilise them with
the help of good fixation of
fracture. Early
mobilisation can
avoid serious com-
plications like bed
sores, pneumo-
nia & increase
in osteoporo-
sis. This can
literally make
a difference
between
life and
death.

�'$#.$/

The VCF can often be
treated with medica-

tion and bracing. If it isn’t
successful and in certain
fracture patterns, it is now
possible to push bone
cement into back bone

without giving general
anesthesia (vertebroplas-
ty or kyphoplasty). This
can give excellent relief in
pain and get the elderly
patient back or feet very
quickly.
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Here are five practices that can help
one manage your osteoporosis

better.
Vitamin D and calcium rich foods
work wonders with bone strength.
Dairy products, dark green vegetables
like broccoli, green bell paper and
okhra, soy products like soy milk, tofu
are great source of calcium. Adult
women in the age group of 19-50
years and men of 19-70 years should
have an intake of 1, 000 mg calcium
per day. Women above 70 should take

1200 mg of calcium
Weight-lifting exercise can improve
bone mass and mineral content in
young, and helps maintain bone mass
in older persons.
Sunrays are a great source of vitamin D
and sitting outside at least for 5-10
minutes early in the morning before the
rays go harsh can improve bone health 
Say no to alcohol and caffeine.
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Turkish and Saudi investigators
on Monday were to begin con-

ducting what Turkish officials called
a joint “inspection” of the Saudi
Consulate in Istanbul, where Saudi
journalist Jamal Khashoggi went
missing nearly two weeks ago.

A team arrived by unmarked
police cars at the consulate and said
nothing to journalists waiting out-
side as they entered the building.

International concern contin-
ues to grow over the writer’s
October 2 disappearance. American
lawmakers have threatened tough
punitive action against the Saudis,
and Germany, France and Britain
have jointly called for a “credible
investigation” into Khashoggi’s dis-
appearance.

A Foreign Ministry official had
earlier said the team would visit the
diplomatic post on Monday. The
official spoke on condition of
anonymity in line with Government
regulations. Officials in Saudi
Arabia did not immediately respond
to a request for comment.

Turkish officials have said they
fear a Saudi hit team that flew into
and out of Turkey on October 2
killed and dismembered Khashoggi,
who had written Washington Post
columns critically of Saudi Crown

Prince Mohammed bin Salman.
The kingdom has called such alle-
gations “baseless” but has not
offered any evidence Khashoggi
ever left the consulate.

Such a search would be an
extraordinary development, as
embassies and consulates under the
Vienna Convention are technical-
ly foreign soil. Saudi Arabia may
have agreed to the search in order
to appease its Western allies and the
international community.

However, it remained unclear
what evidence, if any, would remain
nearly two weeks after Khashoggi’s
disappearance. As if to drive the
point home, a cleaning crew with
mops, trash bags and cartons of
milk walked in past journalists
waiting outside the consulate on
Monday.

President Donald Trump has
said Saudi Arabia could face “severe
punishment” if it was proven it was
involved in Khashoggi’s disappear-
ance. Trump tweeted Monday that
he had spoken with Saudi King
Salman, “who denies any knowl-
edge” of what happened to
Khashoggi.

“He said that they are working
closely with Turkey to find answer,”
Trump wrote. “I am immediately
sending our Secretary of State
(Mike Pompeo) to meet with King!”

On Sunday, Saudi Arabia
warned that if it “receives any
action, it will respond with greater

action, and that the kingdom’s
economy has an influential and vital
role in the global economy.”

Islamabad: In a setback to Prime Minister Imran
Khan, the Opposition alliance led by deposed pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif ’s PML-N gained five more par-
liamentary seats in by-polls, reducing the ruling
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party’s margin in delicately
balanced National Assembly.

Elections were held on Sunday in nine National
Assembly constituencies in Punjab and one each
in Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and 24
provincial assemblies seats, including 11 in Punjab,
nine in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, two each in Sindh
and Balochistan.

Most of the seats where by-polls were held had
been vacated by those elected on more than one
seat in the July 25 general elections, including Prime
Minister Khan who won in all the five NA con-
stituencies he had contested.

In bypolls, Khan’s party lost two seats vacated
by him. His seat in Lahore (NA-131) was won by
former railways minister and a firebrand Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader Khawaja
Saad Rafique. 

In Bannu, Zahid Akram Durrani of the
Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) defeated the PTI
candidate Naseem Ali Shah. Former PM Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi, who had lost the July 25 elections
from two constituencies, easily defeated PTI’s
Ghulam Mohiuddin Dewan in NA-124 Lahore in
an almost one-sided contest. The PML-N and the
PTI won four seats each of the National Assembly
whereas Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid won two
seats and MMA one seat, the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) said. PTI

Washington: More than 80
percent of Lockheed Martin
Co-made F-35 fighter jets in
the United States and around
the world have cleared engine
inspections and are now
approved for flights, the
Pentagon said on Monday.

Last week, all U.S. and
international F-35 fighter jets
made by Lockheed Martin
were grounded so that fuel
tubes could be examined.

The Pentagon said it is
working closely with United
Technologies Corp’s Pratt &
Whitney, the maker of the F-
35’s engine, to rapidly procure
more parts to minimise the
time it will take for remaining
repairs. The issue is not expect-
ed to impact F-35 deliveries
and the program remains on
track to meet its target of 91
aircraft for the year, the
Pentagon said. Agencies
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As cash-strapped Pakistan approached the IMF for a bailout
agreeing to share the details of huge Chinese loans

obtained for the CPEC, a wary China on Monday said the
global lender should “objectively and professionally” evalu-
ate its investments and ensure that any financial package does
not affect close ties between Beijing and Islamabad.

Pakistan Finance Minister Asad Umar told the media that
Islamabad is ready to share details of the debt related to the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) with the IMF as
he formally sought a bailout package from the international
lender. Speaking in Islamabad on his return from Indonesia
where he requested International Monetary Fund’s Managing
Director Christine Lagarde for a bailout package for Pakistan,
Umar said the decision to approach the global lender was taken
after consultations with friendly countries.

He said an IMF team is scheduled to arrive in Pakistan
on November 7 to negotiate the programme, likely to span
over a three-year period. Reacting to the move by its all-weath-
er ally Pakistan to approach the IMF for a bailout package,
Chinese foreign ministry spokesman, Lu Kang said here that
China wants an “objective and professional” evaluation of its
loans to Pakistan by the IMF. The measures to be worked out
by the IMF should not affect China-Pakistan relations, he said.

“As a member of the IMF, China supports the organisa-
tion having cooperation with Pakistan in objectively and pro-
fessionally evaluating the situation on the ground in
Pakistan,” he said while answering questions on calls for scruti-
ny of Chinese loans by IMF and US officials.

“Also we support the IMF (helping Pakistan) in coping with
the current difficulties. Their measures shall not affect normal
bilateral cooperation between China and Pakistan,” he said.
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President Donald Trump on
Monday said he had spoken

with Saudi Arabia’s king, who
“denies any knowledge” of what
happened to the Saudi journalist
who disappeared after entering the
kingdom’s consulate in Istanbul
two weeks ago. Trump said he had
dispatched Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo to the region.

What did happen to Jamal
Khashoggi, according to the king?
Trump said, “He didn’t really know.
Maybe I don’t want to get into his
mind, but it sounded to me like
maybe these could have been rogue
killers — I mean, who knows?”

Trump has been under pressure
to take action on the suspected
murder of journalist Khashoggi, a
Saudi citizen who has been living
and writing in the United States,

including columns critical of Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman. Turkish officials say that
they believe Saudi agents killed and
dismembered Khashoggi after he
entered the consulate and that
Turkey has audio and video record-
ings of it.

The kingdom has called the
allegations “baseless” but has 
offered no evidence the writer left
the consulate.

On Monday, Trump tweeted
that he “just spoke to the King of
Saudi Arabia who denies any knowl-
edge of whatever may have hap-
pened ‘to our Saudi Arabian citizen.’
He said that they are working close-
ly with Turkey to find answer. I am
immediately sending our Secretary
of State to meet with King!”

Saudi Arabia has pledged to
economically retaliate for any US
punitive action.
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Those were the best days of my life,
crooned Bryan Adams about the
Summer of ‘69. I can say the same

about the winter of ‘96. Nineteen years back
I was a rookie reporter for this newspaper
and I started a piece for these pages (which
have transformed drastically, I may add)
with these epic lines. During the interreg-
num, I have switched jobs, saw the world
as well as India transform, lost a parent,
ended a relationship which lasted almost
half of my lifetime. But the tumultuous
times failed to change my playlist where
Adams featured most prominently. So on
a personal level, it was befitting that when
I am back in the newspaper, the Canadian
singer decided to tour the country again
for the fifth time and I saw him for the first.
And yes,  he made sure that it was a Night
to Remember.

As we winded our way inside the
Leisure Valley in Gurugram, we got a sense
of how big the turnout was going to be. The
access roads were shut to vehicular traffic
and people trudged along to what seemed
like the biggest walkathon in town — but
with people dressed for an evening out
rather than running around in track pants
and hoodies. 

Unlike say an Ed Sheeren or an EDM
concert, it was the generation X that dom-
inated the audience largely.
Demographically if one was to make bar
charts for the 15,000 plus audience at the
concert, it was the 35+ category’s bar that
would see the greatest spike. People who
had attended Adams’ first concert in 1994
with their girlfriends or boyfriends turned
up with their spouses and sometimes chil-
dren who had abandoned Justin Bieber for
the more lyrical and gravely-voiced singer
— at least for a day.  

The opening act was performed by
Harshdeep Kaur but despite popular num-
bers like Ek Kabira and Channa Mereya,
the crowd was itching for the star per-
former to come on stage. Even after
Harshdeep went off, it took some time for
the stage to be prepped up for the main act.
Gradually as the screen behind the stage
flickered to life with a giant-sized head of
Adams which made faces, behaved like a
punching bag, came alive and became stoic
at different points, the audience began to
grow restless.

When Adams burst on the stage, he
didn’t disappoint. The high-energy and
interactive performance saw the audi-
ence break out in a frenzy and sing

along with the numbers, especially the
more popular ones. The multi-million sell-
ing recording artist ripped through two-
dozen-plus hits covering nearly 40 years.

Adams dressed in a blue T-shirt and
jeans, on a well-lit stage which had an over-
sized video wall where lyrics, black and
white as well as colour videos played, was
accompanied by a guitar player, a bassist,
a drummer and a piano player. The 26-
song set was heavy on Adams’ established
hits, especially the ones that are an ode to
love.

He kicked it off with Ultimate Love,
from his newest album. But it was when
he played Can’t Stop This Thing We
Started, from his 1991 album, Waking Up
the Neighbours that made the audience
erupt in joy. The crowd was all revved up
with Run To You that followed after.

But there was more in the coming.
Adams established an instant connect
when he said, “Hello, I am Bryan Adams,”
as if he was any common person introduc-
ing himself for the first time as the crowd
laughed uproariously. It set the tone and
tenor of the show as he went on to tell the
appreciative capital’s crowd that he looked
forward to performing in the city. “Good
evening Delhi. We have been coming here
since 1994. It is great to be back again and
thank you for having us. It’s taken long and
I’ve always asked where is my Delhi
show,” Adams said as the crowd broke out
into applause. And when he said “I have
all kinds of songs for you tonight, old ones,
a few new ones, I’m not sure how much
time you have but we have a long show
ahead! Tonight we have the biggest party
in India,” the people answered, “Forever”. 

The two-way synchronicity was visi-
ble throughout. At times the singer asked
the crowd to sing along and they were more
than happy to oblige. Whether it was Na
na na nana nana during Cuts Like a Knife
or to proclaim 18 Till I Die, the audience
was at its enthusiastic best. And when the
raspy voice launched into the evergreen
ballad Heaven, one was almost transport-
ed to the promised destination. The vibe
was groovy and the couples (and singles)
were mesmerised. The whole crowd sang
the first verse in unison, accompanied
by only a piano. 

Here I Am did stir up the crowd,
yet again but then it was the
anthemic Summer Of ’69
which was sung by every
man and woman in

attendance. The audience asked for an
encore and Adams obliged with a single
line from the song sung softly and much
mellower. Adams followed it up with Please
Stay and the audience wanted him to live
up to his promise. 

When Adams announced that the
song which was coming up was a duet with
Tina Turner, the audience knew the beat
to follow and announced It’s Only Love.
And it was during this number that his
long-time guitarist and friend Keith
Douglas Scott, sauntered over from their
corners and met at centre stage to bounce
their riffs off one another. The guitarist
practically set the stage on fire in between
numbers and during them with his maneu-
vering of the strings. 

Compulsory on the playlist was
Everything I Do I Do it For You, the pop-

ular number from the film, Robin Hood:
Prince of Thieves, the number with

which Adams burst into the pop-
ular imagination of the gener-
ation X in 1991. And did peo-
ple sing along? Adams followed
it up with Back To You and

Somebody which provided
more evidence of the polished
performers’ ability to craft hits
with huge choruses. 

When Keith, who had
accompanied Adams on his first

ever India tour,
played a tune that

was distinctly Indian, the singer promised
to “put the best dancers on stage on the
screen” — which he did. Women climbed
on their boyfriends shoulders just to
“share the stage” for a moment with
Adams.  

The way Keith plucked at the guitar
and created magic, one knew even with-
out being told, that the singer was drifting
towards the sensuous and sultry flamen-
co number Have You Ever Really Loved A
Woman during which the original record-
ed video played in the background to heat
things up a bit. And when The Only Thing
That Looks Good On Me Is You followed
things just got louder. 

The way the 58-year-old bound about
on the stage with seemingly endless ener-
gy, the audience believed him when he belt-
ed out 18 ‘Till I Die. 

Adams had a story to recount about
Straight From The Heart. “It is a song I
wrote when I was 18. The story is when I
was 17, I asked my mother whether we
could buy a piano with the $1,000 we had
set aside for my schooling? She knew I was
not going back to school and said yes we
can do that. So in the summer of 1977, I
practised and drove my entire family out
of the house with my terrible piano play-
ing...But the point of my story is not about
the song but about my parents. They had
given the chance to me to be a free musi-
cian that I am. Otherwise I wouldn’t be
standing here today,” he said. It was
especially poignant given the fact that
it has been a tough year for him.
Adams took out time to tell the crowd
of his father’s passing away and his
mother’s stroke this year which had left
her paralysed. And spoke about how he
was pronounced “Indian” by a fellow
flyer who was accompanying his old
father. “This is the Indian way, he told me.
And when I said that during the last years
of his life, I took care of my father. He said,
‘Maybe you are a little bit of Indian too.’”

As he spoke, the strobe of light which
was focussed on his head was abuzz with
insects. The vegan admitted that he had
swallowed one.

He ended the show with another film
ballad, All for Love from Three
Musketeers which he had sung with Rod
Stewart and Sting. As the audience
walked out, most of them in a daze, they
subconsciously knew that it was the best
day of their life.
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The black curtains around
the stage were replete

with posters — ‘One
gender, one love,’
‘Love has no gen-
der,’ ‘Love is for
all.’ There were
t h r e e
m u l t i -
c o l ou re d
gateways and as
the middle one
opened models
sashayed in while
the other two
opened to reveal
singers who gave a
live rendition of
Pharrell William’s
Freedom and more. 

The rainbow show
marked the finale of the
Lotus Make-up India
Fashion Week that was
high on colours, youthful
energy and a plethora of
designs. The festival cele-
brating Indian fashion and
the talented artistes of the
country hit a high note by
being inclusive and diverse.
From collaborations with
Australia and Japan to

using grassroot level
weavers and artisans, the

Fashion Design Council
of India’s four-day long

event ended with the
celebration of a
judgement that
takes India firmly
into the 21st centu-
ry, ahead of many
other countries. 

Through frills,
stripes, shapes
and innumerous
patterns, the run-
way was a show-
case of the coun-

try’s acceptance of
the LGBTQ+

c om mu n i t y.
There were
shrugs, biki-
nis, sarees,
flared long

dresses, floral
motifs and rainbows

spread across the stage
to celebrate oneness.

The show represented
around 40 designers from
across the country inter-
preting the verdict in
their best way possible

through their colourful designs.
Each designer dressed a model in
an ensemble based on the rainbow
theme, mainly comprising of six
stripes — red, orange, yellow,
blue, green and violet — represent-
ing diversity and peace. 

While designer Suneet

Varma’s yellow saree with floral
motifs looked like a revelation, his
model Sonalika Sahay’s back said
in bold, “Love is all, #377.”
Designer Rajesh Pratap Singh’s
attire brought in yet another clas-
sic element that left the audience
awestruck. As the model made her
way to the end of the runway, her
pure white dress gradually got

splashed with infinite multi
colours. Designer Rahul Mishra’s
attire screamed of simplicity and
beauty through a multi-colour
striped-blazer which was paired
with a floor-length same pattern
dress with blue net fabric. Designer
Huemn’s orange-red sweatshirt
with a newspaper print skirt was
a perfect example of celebrating

beauty and the fact that it comes
in all shapes and sizes. It chal-
lenged body shaming as a plus
sized model walked the ramp.
While designer Gaurav Gupta’s
attire had colourful lights, design-
er Manish Malhotra’s work
brought back the floral motifs with
vibgyor frills at the border.
Wendell Rodricks’s white bikini
with colourful polka dots and
stripes beneath, with a white
superman robe at the back, made
one travel back to the series.

After the vibrance of the
bright-coloured dresses, it was
actress Huma Qureshi, the show-
stopper, who looked stunning in
a white gown with a feathered
jacket with velvet fabrication, who
attracted the audience.

Sunil Sethi, FDCI President,
said, “Through such a show, we
aimed at giving space to experi-
ment with the pre-designed hue
wheel and show solidarity with this
cause. It’s liberated millions of peo-
ple living shackled by fear of soci-
etal pressure and often harsh
judgement. We celebrate this vic-
tory of choice, dignity and priva-
cy.”
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To restore, to create, to revitalise and
rejuvenate beautiful green spaces
has been one of the prime goals of

the Aga Khan Trust for Culture in recent
years and Chief Architect and CEO,
Ratish Nanda has been a part of the
restoration and redevelopment project of
the Sunder Nursery for more than a
decade. 

The TIME Magazine’s declaration of
naming the Sunder Nursery (Delhi’s
Central Park) amongst 100 Best Places in
the World comes as a moment of recog-
nition even as it affirms the need and
urgency to create green lungs in a coun-
try that has forgotten its history, and its
temples and monuments stand like fos-
sils in a time warp.
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History states that parks became a

source of entertainment after the French
Revolution ended in 1799. More people
started going to parks; a pastime that
belonged only to the rich but was made
available to everyone. Recognising this
growing need for public parks, emperor
Napoleon III, Baron Hausmann, and
engineer Adolphe Alphandunder creat-
ed an urban renewal plan which swept
France.

This undertaking saw the develop-
ment of multiple

parks and green spaces throughout
France, which included a park at each of
France’s cardinal points, and the place-
ment of trees to line the main avenue in
Paris, the Champs-Élysées. In 1870 alone,
the acreage of parks in France increased
from 47 to 4,500 and by this time, 2,300
varieties of plants had been introduced to
the country.

By 1860, the French journalist Eugène
Chapus wrote: “One of the pronounced

characteristics of our Parisian society
is that . . . everyone in the middle

class wants to have his little
house with trees, roses, and

dahlias, his big or little
garden, his rural

piece of the

good life.” Anchored by scenic settings
and recreation, New York’s Central Park
was designed in the spirit of Parisian pub-
lic parks of the same period.
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The Sunder Nursery development in

Delhi has been christened the Central
Park because it has recreated New York’s
central feature by blending landscape
architecture, city planning and urban park
management; and ever-changing notions
about recreation, democracy, and the role
of public space in relation to both.

The AKTC states that the
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, the Central
Public Works
Department, and the
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l

Survey of India, as well as  the Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the US
Embassy through the US Ambassadors
Fund for Cultural Preservation have all
been part of this great plan. Architect
Ratish Nanda recalls the services of
hundreds of craftsmen — stone carvers,
plasterers, masons and gardeners. Nanda
also reveres the  memory of the late
Professor M Shaheer. “He worked with
the Aga Khan Trust for Culture for 
18 years as the landscape architect for 
the Humayun’s Tomb as well as 
restorations in Kabul and in Hyderabad.

His contribution to the Sunder
Nursery project was immense,

from the original master plan
through to the detailed draw-

ings,” he said. 
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The Sunder Nursery grounds belong

to India’s cultural history. It was nearly
seven centuries ago, when the Sufi Saint
Nizamuddin Auliya, walked these paths
and shared his teachings of universal love.
His message of tolerance and humanity
infused the Mughal empire and assisted
by the Grand Trunk Road spread
throughout the country. What ensued was
the dispersing of a remarkably pluralis-
tic and harmonious spirit. 

For Nanda and his team the Sunder
Nursery beholds the same spirit of uni-
versal harmony. Aligned with the large
entrance plaza of Humayun’s tomb,
Sunder Nursery features a spectacular
pedestrian central axis conceived in
three parts, as a progression of formal-
ly arranged gardens around the heritage
structures and merging at its end with
the proposed arboretum and water gar-
dens.
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“An arboretum exhibiting the flora
of the Delhi region was a central objec-
tive of the landscape plan,” explains

Nanda. “This recreates various
micro-habitat zones of

the NCR,

showing the richness and versatility of
the native or naturalised flora; these
include kohl (hill), khadar (riverine),
bangar (alluvial) and dabar (marshy)
zones, which are all representative of
Delhi’s fast disappearing biodiversity.”

As Delhi’s first arboretum, it has
almost 300 tree species, the largest num-
ber in any of Delhi’s parks. A contiguous
stretch of dense green cover across
Sunder Nursery continues on to the
adjoining National Zoological Park and
the Batashewala Complex, providing a
protected bird habitat for the ground nest-
ing national bird, the peacock. 
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“Over the last decade, hundreds of

truckloads of construction rubble were
removed and 20,000 saplings planted,
drawing 80 species of birds to the site.
Many more are expected now that the
water bodies are full. 60 species of but-
terflies have already made the park their
home,” affirms Nanda who has worked
hard to create an oasis of biodiversity.

In more ways than one, the Sunder
Nursery preserves the past and honours
the future and that is the message for the
millennials that urban decay need not be
essential to modern day living. Between
the water gardens and the horticulture
haven here’s a piece of history that brings

harmony.

An artist has always been
understood as an

observer of times, who is
able to capture the delicacies
of our monotonous routine
and matters unseen — that
remain hidden under the
sawdust of the hustle-bustle
of our mundane life. 

The artworks from the
exhibition Revisiting The
Urban help us re-under-
stand, re-familiarise and in
a way revisit our urban
habitation by bridging the
seen and unseen aspects of
our cities. Their works come
across as excerpts from
their diaries, brimming with
intimate observations of the
cities they have dwelled in.
They share histories of migra-
tion to urban capitals where they question their own
identities.

Birender Yadav, who hails from Dhanbad, says,
“Coming from a small village to a metropolitan city,
I was influenced by the growing urbanisation. I was
taken aback by the irony of how modern structures
and buildings are constructed for the comfort of  mass-
es, but the workers are forgotten. My own experiences
allow me to lend an empathetic eye towards these
unnoticed masses providing viewers a vantage point
to the narratives of their stories of survival against all
odds.” 

He uses gunpowder dust extracted from match-
es in his works that acts as a metaphor for our fickle-
natured society.

An artist from Odisha, Digbijayee Khatua, creates
surreal cityscapes by blending elements from nature
with mechanical and man-made structures. He cre-
ates some complicated crafts by overlapping layers of
paper. He makes landscapes from watercolours bring-
ing together different perspectives of a city. Coming
from a small town, he says, “I am very fascinated with
the city’s architectural aesthetics. I have examined the
urban man’s life. Delhi is a beautiful city with a chaot-
ic journey. I’ve always observed how everyone here is
busy. The 3D work conveys a sense of familiar monot-
ony. My practice is vastly influenced by my shift to

Delhi.” He fuses styl-
istic elements from
miniature paintings
with the traditional
Patta ones. He feels
that machines play a
vital role. “As we
move further into
this technological
age, we have become
more like machines
as when we do
something, we don’t
harbour any emo-

tions with it. We just
keep on doing it with-

out looking into its humanitarian aspects. My prac-
tice also elaborates my complex vision of simple images
where characters from past come in.”

Other artists were Ravi Kumar Chunchula, whose
works delve into histories and political concerns, and
Sajeev Visweswaran, whose work maps his observa-
tions and memories from his village in Kerala.

(The show is on till October 18 at Anant Art Gallery.)
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What is good and what is evil? Is
dreaming of glory evil? Does

human prophecy articulate fate or
manifest inert desires? Does the
end justify all your actions?

Raising such questions, director
K Madavane’s recreation of
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, brings back
trivial realities of the current society
and the tale of ruthlessness in the
journey of human aspiration. 

He recreates the tragic tale of
Macbeth, who, blinded by his greed
for power, mercilessly pursue his
desires to eventually his own destruc-
tion.

To make a play set in a different
era look authentic, there is a need to
set up the perfect spotlights, cos-
tumes and objects that are not used
today, which take up a lot of space
on the stage. Just as Samuel Beckett’s
Waiting for Godot gave us an empty
stage with two beings and a tree in
the dark background, what does he
give to the stage for Macbeth, that is
set in the 11th century Scotland? He
explains the set up saying that this
Macbeth does not quintessentially
belong to a particular time, “Macbeth
deals with tribal people from some
country. The set is modern with
moving curtains, appropriate cos-
tumes and so on. He belongs to every
country, to every era, and to every
human being. Our Macbeth doesn’t
deal with any particular characteris-
tics.”

There is a reason why Madavane,
who recently directed Shakespeare’s
another legendary play Hamlet in
2017, chose Macbeth to be his next
direction. He believes that while
choosing a play, one doesn’t really
know why they are choosing it. He
said, “Macbeth is a classic play and
since I was in the ‘Shakespeare
mood’ after Hamlet, I wanted to test
myself about what are the new
things I could bring to a classic that
everybody knows. If they are appear
identical, is there a point doing a play
then?”

A play that is bound to be per-
formed on the stage often undergoes
constant revision, as there is no ‘one
more take,’ to recite the written play
in words modified for the audience’s
frolic. So what goes into transform-

ing a written play into a stage perfor-
mance? Madavane needs at least 900
pages to answer this. For him, none
can put the answer to this question
on the paper. “And if the answer
exists, it will always be personal: for
that answer, the questioner should
attend all the sessions of the
rehearsals from the play reading to
the last run through the play, as the
process is rigorous.”

The play has changed and
evolved as it dates back to an era
when people could hardly study or
write and were bereft of any kind of
literature or books, plays were enact-
ed to show them what the book had
said. Even though today people can
comprehend things and words, those
plays still make it to theatres. They
indeed depicted reality and are rel-
evant even today. But how has
Macbeth still remained so contempo-
rary and applicable which can be
watched even now? For Madavane,
any art form always evolves.
However, “how that happens is dif-
ficult to answer.”

He says, “During the 70s, theatre

took inspiration from the Parsi and
Indo-English plays. People thought
that Theatre Walla or
Shakespearana/Shakespeare Walla
(family of Jennifer Kapoor/Kendal)
was not relevant to India post
Independence. There was a need for
new genre to evolve. In response, new
authors were born like
(Vijay)Tendulkar, (Girish) Karnad ,
(Badal) Sircar and Mohan Rakesh.
They all drew inspiration from the
rich Indian culture to write their own
plays. They have known each other
very well and were aware that they
were doing a new genre. They trans-
lated each other’s plays into their own
mother tongue.”

While Shakespearean sonnets
and plays have inspired directors like
Madavane, what are the other influ-
ences that go in the making of the
play? He questions, “In today’s world
of globalisation, where we don’t
even have the liberty to decide the
manner in which you wash your
body or choose a soap without any
external reference, how can there be
no influence?”

He believes that he is a product
of many influences like “my family,
the books I read, my friends, writers
like Shakespeare (all his plays), and
all the classic authors (like Victor
Hugo) from so many countries, the
movies I have watched. A person
who wants to create, always cultivates
himself. Even my dog can influence
me by showing his happiness.”

However, he believes that nowa-
days, we don’t have enough distance
to judge ourselves as “it is difficult
now to tell where we will  be in the-
atre in the 21st century.”

Since Madavane has directed
the play globally in Canada, France,
Australia, Africa, Indian Ocean
Islands, he never structured it to suit
any particular audience.

A director, who has been around
for decades, has felt the evolution.
From people who never read books
to know about plays to various art
critics, the theatre game has really
morphed over the time. Scholars
have believed that art, or more pre-
cisely, great arts are in a way immor-
tal. It cannot be categorised in any
compartment. “Sometimes the differ-
ent art forms do meet. But most of
the time, they prosper in their own
space. For so many years, without any
financial support of any organisation,
all these folk-art forms like
Terroukouttou, Yakshagana,
Khatakali and so on, have persisted.”

With the onset of the digital
space that is increasingly taking
over the young Indian minds and
becoming their story-learning medi-
ums, have art forms like theatre and
stage performance started to perish?
“No.” As per Madavane, “Some
youngsters want to experiment these
art forms as well. They even try it out
digitally. However, theatre will not
die. It will always remain the same till
the end of the human civilisation.”

(Presented by Tamasha
Entertainment, the play will be staged
the last on October 20 at LTG, Mandi
House.)
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The Indian team management
and the national selection
committee will have to address

few core issues when they decide on
the Test squad for Australia, the pri-
mary concerns being a third open-
er and a second wicketkeeper for
five-day games.

The net gains from the lopsided
Test series against West Indies that
concluded on Sunday, were young-
sters Prithvi Shaw and Rishabh Pant
cementing their places in the XI for
the first Test against Australia in
Adelaide on December 6.

But with the team manage-
ment's backing of KL Rahul, who has
had 14 failures in 17 innings, the role
of a reserve opener will become very
important in the larger context of the
series.

"I am sure KL will look at his
errors and look to rectify them.
There is no doubt about his attitude
and how he goes about his game. He
is very positive in his head and he is
someone who also appreciates peo-
ple telling him his faults which is a
quality to have," Kohli said after the
second Test here which India won
inside three days.

The skipper's certificate seals the
deal with Shaw-Rahul at least getting
one more shot as a pair in Adelaide.
But what if Rahul fails again?
Currently, neither the team man-

agement nor the selectors have a clear
idea about it.

Mayank Agarwal, who was the
third opener for the West Indies
series, is a contender for the yet-to-
be-decided squad of 17 that will trav-
el Down Under.

Agarwal has scored truckloads
of runs but unlike Shaw, there are
doubts about whether he has the
game for the highest level and
wherewithal to cope with Mitchell
Starc's disconcerting bounce, Josh

Hazlewood's 'fourth' stump attack
and Pat Cummins' quick deliveries.

It is learnt that selectors are still
wary of having Agarwal, Shaw and
Rahul as three specialist openers as
the line-up will be too thin on expe-
rience. And Rahul's poor form will
also put pressure on the two young-
sters.

In that case, Agarwal might just
be unlucky like his statemate Karun
Nair as at least one experienced
opener will be the order of the day.

In an ideal situation, it would
have been veteran Murali Vijay,
technically the most accomplished
Indian opener of recent times.

However, Vijay's failures in
South Africa and England along with
his much publicised difference of
opinions with chairman of selectors
MSK Prasad will be an issue.

But after being dropped from the
Indian team, scores of 56, 100, 85 and
80 for Essex in the English County
would keep him in good stead.

However, the first couple of Ranji
matches will be a big Test for him.

"I think it will be Mayank and
Vijay opening in the New Zealand A
series where the better performer will
be selected. I find it the most logi-
cal way of doing things. No selection
committee wants controversies and
this committee will also want the
same," former India opener and
wicketkeeper Deep Dasgupta told
said on Monday.

"You would like people to know
if Vijay is preferred over Mayank
without giving the latter the reasons
for not selecting him," he added.

The other choice could be
Shikhar Dhawan but then he would
hardly get any domestic matches to
prove his red ball form as he would
be playing limited-overs series
against the West Indies from start to
finish.

Also Dhawan's red ball form in
home conditions has never been a
clear indicator of his ability as he has
consistently failed in pacer-friendly
conditions.

There is a belief that since
Dhawan is a good horizontal bat
player, he can be tried in Australia
where the kookaburra's seam would
go flat after the first 20 overs.

But then, Dhawan has not
shown signs of surviving those ini-
tial overs either even in England even
though his effort can't be questioned.

Dasgupta said, "I think it's time

to move ahead since Prithvi and
Rahul have already sealed the first
two spots. Plus, Vijay had two very
good innings in Australia."

Coming to the wicketkeepers,
the options are even less with
Wriddhiman Saha yet to attain full
fitness. He is unlikely to be selected
for the Australian Test tour.

Even if he is selected, Pant has
shown that he is a far superior bats-
man than the Bengal stumper and
has the ability to win games for the
country.

What happens when Saha
comes back, Sanjay Majrekar asked
Shastri after the second Test and the
India coach just answered in a short
sentence, "We will go by current
form."

A good enough indication that
Saha is not in the scheme of things
at least for the time being.

The next option for the second
keeper's slot is Kona Bharath, who
has been playing for India A and
recently got a hundred in a four-day
game against Australia A.

"Bharath has been playing for
India A for the last six months so
you would like to think it will be
him," Dasgupta said of him.

"But as I have said earlier, I won't
mind looking at someone like
Parthiv, who can hit horizontal bat
shots well. He can be a reserve open-
er as well as the second keeper," he
added. 
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South Africa's time for experimentation
ahead of the 2019 Cricket World Cup is

coming to an end, according to coach Ottis
Gibson.

Speaking after rain washed out his
team's final Twenty20 international against
Zimbabwe in Benoni on Sunday, Gibson said
a short limited overs tour of Australia, start-
ing later this month, would be a crucial part
of the build-up to next year's World Cup in
England.

"We want to go there with an attitude of
trying to win," said Gibson. "The squad that
we pick will reflect that and reflect our feel-
ing on the formula and the way we want to
play cricket."

South Africa were seldom under pressure
in three limited overs and two Twenty20
internationals against Zimbabwe but tried to
play the kind of positive cricket that will be
needed for more demanding encounters.

"There is a lot being said about being pos-
itive. The key is having the will to stick with
it even when things get tough," said Gibson.

The Barbados-born coach said leading
batsman Hashim Amla would miss the tour
of Australia because of a finger injury but
indicated that veteran bowlers Dale Steyn and
Imran Tahir would make the trip, adding to
the strike power of fast bowlers Kagiso
Rabada and Lungi Ngidi.

"I know what Rabada and Ngidi can do
but for me the real excitement was watching
Dale Steyn bowling in the second game in
Bloemfontein," he said. "It was fantastic to see

him back to that level again, bowling quick-
ly with that skill and accuracy."

"There are a lot of guys we have in our
thoughts who will be in the squad to
Australia," said Gibson. "For the last 12
months we have been looking at players. In
the next couple of months, the players have
been told that the window is closing all the
time."

After three one-day internationals in
Australia, South Africa will have five-match
home series against Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

"In those series we want to be focusing
on a core of 17 to 18 players we will be look-
ing at," he said.

South Africa's squad for Australia will be
announced on Thursday.
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Cristiano Biraghi snatched a late victory to
give new Italy coach Roberto Mancini his

first competitive victory and keep the
Azzurri's Nations League hopes alive with a
1-0 win over Poland in their League A Group
3 clash here on Sunday.

Defender Biraghi, 26, slid in the winner
two minutes into injury time for his first goal
for Italy in a game his team had dominated.
The defeat ensured Poland were relegated to
League B.

It gives Mancini his first competitive vic-
tory since taking over as Italy coach last May,
after the four-time world champions failure
to qualify for the World Cup.

"A new cycle has already begun," said
Mancini "We dominated the game, we had
to score the first goal, it would have been
unfair to finish 0-0.

"All the lads are trying to do their best.
It's a good win in a very good game."
Fiorentina defender Biraghi made the sign '13'
with his hands when he scored, as he dedi-
cated his first goal to former Italy and
Fiorentina captain Davide Astori who died
of a heart attack last March.

"I owe everything to him. I'm here thanks

to Davide who was a mentor for me," said
Biraghi, who was called up to Italy for the first
time last month at the age of 26.

European champions Portugal lead the
three-team group with six points from two
games with Italy on four points after three
games with Poland relegated to League B with
one point.

Mancini stuck with the same eleven he
started with in last Wednesday's 1-1 draw
against the Ukraine with Federico
Bernardeschi, Lorenzo Insigne and Federico
Chiesa leading the attack.

Nicolo Barella, 21, was chosen to start
over Lorenzo Pellegrini in midfield after mak-
ing his international debut in Genoa.

Poland opted for the strike partnership
of Robert Lewandowski and Arkadiusz Milik
over Genoa forward Krzysztof Piatek, who
has scored 14 goals in ten competitive
games for club and country.

Italy had the best of the first half but once
again demonstrated their difficulty finishing
off.

Jorginho rattled the bar within the first
minute, with Federico Chiesa also hitting the
woodwork after half an hour in the Silesian
Stadium.

Poland could thank Wojciech Szczesny

for keeping them in the game with the under-
pressure goalkeeper denying Alessandro
Florenzi, Jorginho, Federico Bernardeschi and
Juventus teammate Giorgio Chiellini in the
first half.

Italy had a goal disallowed after 65 min-
utes following a well-worked pass between
Bernardeschi and Marco Verratti with Insigne
offside in the box.

Poland also had a couple of chances in
the second half with Kamil Grosicki denied
by Gianluigi Donnarumma, with Arkadiusz
Milik curling over.

Just when it looked as if both sides would
settle for a draw, off the last corner, substi-
tute Kevin Lasagna, who made his interna-
tional debut, steered in for the Biraghi to fin-
ish off.

"It had looked as if the match was jinxed,"
said Biraghi. "The minutes were going by and
the ball wouldn't go in. "When you create a
lot and the ball doesn't go in you start to get
nervous, even risk losing.

"Instead we stayed calm and believed
until the end. This victory is thanks to the
group's never say die attitude."

The result ensures Italy stayed in the tier
ahead of December's Euro 2020 qualifying
draw.
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Novak Djokovic is closing in on Rafael
Nadal's number one spot after win-

ning the Shanghai Masters title, accord-
ing to ATP rankings released on Monday.

Nadal is struggling with a knee injury
and has decided to sit out the current
Asian segment of the ATP tour. Last week
he joined the clean-up operation after
deadly flash floods on his native Majorca.

After his 6-3, 6-4 victory over Borna
Coric in the Shanghai final on Sunday,
Djokovic is just 215 points behind the
Spaniard.

While, Simona Halep has secured the
year-end number one ranking in the WTA
standings for the second year running.

The Romanian spent 40 weeks at No

1 in 2018, a season that saw her win three
titles from a tour-leading six final appear-
ances, amassing a 46-11 win-loss record.

This year Halep has won the Shenzhen
Open, the Rogers Cup and her debut
Grand Slam crown at Roland Garros.

In addition, she reached the title
match at the Australian Open, in Rome
and Cincinnati.

"Finishing the season as the WTA
World No 1 last year was a huge honour
for me," said Halep.

"To do it for a second time in 2018
feels like a special achievement, especial-
ly having also won my first Grand Slam
this year. To be able to see my name again
alongside the other legends who have
achieved the year-end No1 ranking makes
me very proud."
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South Korean tennis player
Hyeon Chung, who defeated

winner of multiple Grand Slam
titles Novak Djokovic earlier
this year, will be a star attraction
at the second edition of Tata
Open Maharashtra beginning
in December.

The World No 26 is expect-
ed to be a top draw at the ATP
250 event to be played at the
Mhalunge Balewadi Stadium
here.

Tournament Director

Prashant Sutar was excited to sign
the Korean as one of the first
players for the event.

"Chung is one of the most
exciting talents in tennis today.
His consistent run across various
tour events, since winning the
inaugural Next Gen ATP Tour
Finals last year has made him a
player to watch out for this time
at Tata Open Maharashtra," Sutar
was quoted as saying in a media
release on Monday.

The 22-year-old made waves
at the 2018 Australian Open,
where on his way to semi-final

against legendary Roger Federer,
he stunned world No 5 Alex
Zverev in Round of 32.

But what created ripples was
handing six-time Melbourne
Park winner and his idol
Djokovic a straight sets loss in the
round of 16.

However, he had to retire
from the semi-final against
Federer due to blisters.

But by then he had already
created history by becoming the
first player from South Korea to
go past fourth round of a Grand
Slam tournament.

Chung started the year
ranked No 58 and by April he
climbed to a career-high ranking
of 19, mostly due to his unprece-
dented run at the Australian
Open.

In November 2017, Chung
had announced his arrival win-
ning the inaugural ATP Next
Gen Championships in Milan.

Tata Open Maharashtra
begins on December 29 when the
qualifiers will take place on the
first two days to determine the
last four entrants for the main
tournament.
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Third seed Ramkumar
Ramanathan was

knocked out of the ATP
Challenger event in Ningbo,
China after a stupendous
start but his compatriot
Prajnesh Gunneswaran
advanced to the second
round on Monday.

Ramkumar took the
opening set for the loss of just
one game but Korea's
Yunseong Chung turned the
tables on the Indian, winning

the opening round match 1-
6, 7-6(7),  7-6 (2) in two
hours and 16 minutes.

Left-handed Prajnesh
moved to the pre-quarterfi-
nals after taming
Mohammad Safwat 7-6(2)
6-2 in one hour and 29 min-
utes. He will next face
China's Zhe Li in the $
150,000 tournament.

Meanwhile,  Saketh
Myneni qualified into the
singles main draw with an
easy 6-0, 6-2 win over Ryota
Tanuma and faces Japan's

Renta Tokuda in his first
round.

Arjun Kadhe, the nation-
al championship runner-up,
though stumbled at the final
hurdle in the qualifying
event, losing 4-6, 1-6 to
Japan's Yusuke Takahashi.

Young Sumit Nagal, who
has been struggling badly
this year for form, will open
his campaign against Italy's
third seed Thomas Fabbiano,
ranked 131 in the world.

The 21-year-old Nagal,
who has made a number of

first round exit this season, is
placed 312 in the world.

Meanwhile,  Yuki
Bhambri is making a come-
back to competitive tennis
after knee problems at
European Open in Antwerp,
Belgium. He will open his
campaign against Spaniard
Roberto Carballes Baena,
ranked 18 places above him
at number 82.

Leander Paes and Divij
Sharan will feature in the
doubles main draw with their
respective partners. 
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Barcelona's Belgian defender Thomas
Vermaelen will be sidelined for around six

weeks after picking up a right hamstring injury
while on international duty, the Spanish giants
said on Monday.

The 32-year-old, who has been hit by a string
of injuries since signing for the Catalan club in
2014, limped off the field in the second half of
Belgium's 2-1 win over Switzerland in the
Nations League on Friday.

"Tests carried out this morning confirm that
first team player Thomas Vermaelen has a right
hamstring injury. He will be sidelined for
approximately six weeks," the club said in a state-
ment.

The injury leaves Barcelona short of options
in defence as the team is already without French
centre-back Samuel Umtiti who has a knee
injury, with only Gerard Pique and Clement
Lenglet at their disposal. 
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Australian skipper Tim Paine
vowed his team would do its
utmost to win the second Test

against Pakistan starting in Abu
Dhabi from Tuesday for a first series
win in Asia since 2011.

The trying conditions of the
pitches and hot weather have stopped
Australia from winning a series since
they beat Sri Lanka 1-0 in 2011.

Since then they have lost 4-0 in
India (2013), 2-0 in United Arab
Emirates to Pakistan (2014), 3-0 in Sri
Lanka (2016), 2-1 in India (2017) and
drew 1-1 in Bangladesh last year.

But Paine's side snatched a
morale-boosting draw on the fifth
and final day in the first Test in Dubai,
the skipper and number 10 Nathan
Lyon seeing out the final 12.2 overs
after being set a daunting target of 462
runs.

"We want to win every series we
are involved in," Paine said Monday.

"We are focusing on what we do
and if we can do well for five days
then we have a really good chance of
winning it.

"We are reasonably confident.
After the last few days we got a little
bit of relief and a little bit of mileage,
so we know if we play our best crick-
et we have got a chance to win this
Test match.

"We are coming into this Test
with a bit more momentum and guys
know what to expect a bit more in
these conditions," said Paine, who
announced paceman Mitchell Starc

will play in Abu Dhabi.
That is hint enough that Australia

are likely to keep the same starting XI.
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Paine admitted Pakistan were a

"very good team".

"They have some good batters,
particularly in these conditions. We
know what we are up against and we
know they are an excellent team and
even better in these conditions."

Pakistan have been forced into
making two changes after opener

Imam-ul-Haq fractured his finger in
Dubai. He will be replaced by Fakhar
Zaman for his first Test.

They also left out fast bowler
Wahab Riaz, who went wicketless in
the first Test, and will pick one from
uncapped pacer Mir Hamza or leg-

spinner Shadab Khan.
Pakistan's only series loss in

United Arab Emirates — their neu-
tral venue since attacks on the Sri
Lankan team bus in 2009 forced them
to play here — was last year.

They lost to Sri Lanka 2-0, their
first series loss in 10 attempts.

But Pakistan captain Sarfraz
Ahmed dispelled any fear of losing.

"There is nothing like that (fear)
and you would see that with the way
we played the first Test. Throughout
we played good cricket but unfortu-
nately we couldn't get across the line,"
Ahmed said.

"The team morale is high, bats-
men have scored runs and bowlers
have also taken wickets so we are very
much hopeful of performing well to
win the series."
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Australia: Tim Paine (capt), Ashton
Agar, Brendan Doggett, Aaron
Finch, Travis Head, Jon Holland,
Usman Khawaja, Marnus
Labuschagne, Nathan Lyon,
Mitchell Marsh, Shaun Marsh,
Michael Neser, Matthew Renshaw,
Peter Siddle, Mitchell Starc
Pakistan: Sarfraz Ahmed (capt),
Azhar Ali, Mohammad Hafeez,
Fakhar Zaman, Babar Azam, Asad
Shafiq, Haris Sohail,Yasir Shah,
Shadab Khan, Bilal Asif,
Mohammad Abbas, Mir Hamza. 
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India captain Virat Kohli remains the number one Test bats-
men while Prithvi Shaw and Rishabh Pant have made big

gains in the latest ICC rankings following the home series
against the West Indies.

Shaw, who led India to victory in the U19 World Cup this
year, completed a memorable debut series as he finished the
Hyderabad Test in 60th place, a gain of 13 slots after knocks

of 70 and 33 not
out.  Shaw had
entered the rank-
ings in 73rd place
after a century on
debut.

Wicketkeeper-
batsman Pant also
continued his
upward climb as
his knock of 92
saw him gain 23
places to reach
62nd position. The
Delhi batsman
had started the
series in 111th
position and
would be deriving
satisfaction from
the rankings gain
after missing cen-
turies in succes-
sive Tests, also dis-
missed for 92 in
the opening match
in Rajkot.

In other
m o v e m e n t s ,
Ajinkya Rahane
has gained four
places to reach
18th position after
his knock of 80,
while Umesh
Yadav has gained
four slots to reach
25th position
after becoming

only the third India fast bowler to claim a 10-wicket Test haul
on home soil.

For the West Indies, captain Jason Holder has made sig-
nificant gains in all departments. His haul of five 56 in India's
first innings has lifted him four places to a career-best ninth
position among bowlers while his first innings half-century
was good enough to help him gain three slots to reach 53rd
position.

Holder has also overtaken South Africa's Vernon Philander
to third position among all-rounders.

Other players from the visiting side to advance in the rank-
ings include Roston Chase, whose first innings century helped
gain 10 slots and reach 31st position, and Shai Hope, who has
gained five places to reach 35th position.

The 2-0 series result sees top-ranked India gain one point
while the West Indies have lost one point, without any change
of positions in the team rankings. 
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Left-arm spinner Anukul Roy picked
up a four-wicket haul as Jharkhand

beat Maharashtra by eight wickets in a
rain-hit match to enter the semifinals of
the Vijay Hazare Trophy here on
Monday.

The pace duo of Rahul Shukla
(3/35) and Varun Aaron (2/47) provid-
ed the early breakthroughs before Roy
(4/32) ran through the  middle and lower
order with a career-best effort to dismiss
Maharashtra for 181 in 42.2 overs.

Rohit Motwani (52) and captain
Rahul Tripathi (47) steadied the ship after
Maharashtra lost four wickets for 72
runs.

Jharkhand's chase was halted in the
sixth over due to rain, reducing the tar-
get to 174 runs in 47 overs before it was
revised to 127 runs in 34 overs.

It was a comfortable ride for
Jharkhand, who were 89 for two in 27
overs when the target was revised for the
second time.

Shasheem Rathour (53 not out off
81) and Saurabh Tiwary (29 not out off
33) ensured Jharkhand got home com-

fortably, with 10 balls to spare and the
loss of just two wickets.

Jharkhand will face Delhi in the sec-
ond semifinal on October 18.

In the other quarterfinal, Hyderabad
beat Andhra by 14 runs. Bavanaka

Sandeep top-scored for Hyderabad with
96 off 97 balls as his team posted 281 for
eight in 50 overs. Sandeep ended up
upstaging Andhra captain Hanuma
Vihari, whose 95 off 99 balls went in vain
with Andhra managing 267 for nine in

50 overs.
Mohammad Siraj, who was released

from the Indian squad after he couldn't
find places in the Test squad against West
Indies,  made an impact with three wick-
ets.

Hyderabad made a competitive 281
after put into bat, even though openers
Tanmay Agarwal (31) and Akshath
Reddy (18) failed to give a good start, but
Sandeep rescued the team by smashing
96 off 97 balls after hitting seven bound-
aries in the company of skipper Ambati
Rayudu (28).

Sandeep left the scene in the last
over of the innings after giving a catch
to Srikar Bharat off B Ayyappa.

In reply, Andhra fell 15 runs short
of their target, despite Hanuma Vihari's
95 and 112-run partnership he stitched
with skipper Ricky Bhui.

At 207 for four in 39th over,
Andhra were looking to seal the win,
but Siraj poured water on to their
dreams as they were reduced to 237 for
8 in 47th over.

Ravi Kiran claimed two wickets.
Hyderabad will now face Mumbai

in the first semifinal on Wednesday.
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Olympic medallists PV Sindhu and Saina Nehwal will
lead a strong Indian challenge at the Denmark Open

badminton tournament which gets underway here on
Tuesday.

W h i l e
Sindhu has been
seeded third in
the event, world
No 11 Saina is
unseeded here.

Sindhu will take on USA's Beiwen Zhang in the open-
ing round of the women's singles. Saina, on the other hand,
will be up against Cheung Ngan Yi of Hong Kong.

In men's singles competition, world No 6 Kidambi
Srikanth will be India's best bet and has been seeded sev-
enth in the tournament.

Srikanth will face Hans-Kristian Solberg Vittinghus of
Denmark in the opening round, while B Sai Praneeth will

play Huang Yuxiang of China.
However, it will be a difficult opening encounter for

another Indian, Sameer Verma, as he will square off against
third seed Shi Yuqi of China.

The other Indian in fray, HS Prannoy also faces a tough
first round match as he will be up against sixth seed Son
Wan Ho of Korea.

Commonwealth Games champion Parupalli Kashyap,
who lost his passport at Amsterdam and sought the Indian
government's help on Friday, however doesn't feature in the
men's singles draw.

In men's doubles, the Indian pair of Manu Attri and B
Sumeeth Reddy will take on local hope Kim Astrup and
Anders Skaarup Rasmussen in the opening round.

Ashwini Ponappa and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy will face
the Korean combination of Seo Seung Jae and Chae Yujung
in the first round of the mixed doubles competition.

Ponappa will pair up with N Sikki Reddy and play the
American duo of Ariel Lee and Sydney Lee in the opening
round of the women's doubles event. 
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The Indian men's and women's hockey
teams went down in their respective

finals but managed to script history by pick-
ing up their maiden Silver medals in the
five-a-side competition of the Youth
Olympic Games here.

While the men lost 2-4 to Malaysia, the
women's team suffered a 1-3 defeat at the
hands of Argentina in match that took place
Sunday night. The Silver medals claimed
in the Argentine capital are India's first set
of hockey medals in the Youth Olympics.

The Malaysian men and Argentina
women made history of their own by win-
ning their first-ever Youth Olympic Games
Hockey5s Gold medals.

Argentina men and China women
secured the Bronze medals respectively fol-
lowing 4-0 and 6-0 wins over Zambia and
South Africa.

In the men's Gold medal match, India
took the lead after only two minutes
through captain Vivek Sagar Prasad.

However, just about two minutes later
Malaysia levelled through Firadus Rosdi,
but the lead was short-lived as Prasad
grabbed his second goal of the match for

India in the fifth minute. India took a 2-1
lead at the half-time stage.

After the break, Malaysia came out all
guns blazing as Akhimullah Anuar brought
the teams level again in the 13th minute
before Amirul Azahar steered Malaysia to
a lead three minutes later.

With only two minutes left on the
clock, Anuar sealed the Gold by scoring
Malaysia's fourth and his second goal of the
day to win their first-ever Youth Olympic
Games medal.

Later in the women's final, hosts
Argentina were inspired by yet another
capacity crowd.

India took an early lead after only 49
seconds through Mumtaz Khan.

But once the early nerves settled,
Argentina got into their stride and Gianella
Palet levelled after six minutes.

Sofia Ramallo then edged Argentina
ahead with nearly nine minutes on the clock
to give the hosts a 2-1 lead at half-time. 

In the second half, Brisa Bruggesser
made it 3-1.

While India tried their best to get back
in the game, Argentina held on to win their
first Youth Olympic Hockey5s Gold medal
in front of a jubilant home crowd. 
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India's hockey captain Manpreet Singh
says the Asian Champions Trophy is not

only a redemption chance for them after
below-par show at the Asian Games but
also an opportunity to test the waters
before the World Cup at home.

India had lost to Malaysia in semifi-
nals at the Asian Games in Jakarta but
beat arch- rivals Pakistan to win a Bronze
medal.

"We have had a tough few months as
we could not achieve our target of win-
ning the Gold medal at the 18th Asian
Games, but it is time now for all of us to
rejuvenate ourselves and prepare well for
the Hockey Men's World Cup
Bhubaneswar 2018," Manpreet said before
leaving for Champions Trophy, to be held
in Oman.

World number five Indian team will
begin its campaign against hosts Oman on
Thursday.

"The Asian Champions Trophy will
give the team a chance to face some of the
best Asian teams, who will also be

involved in the World Cup later in
November-December. Therefore we will
try to produce our best performances and
aim at winning the competition," said
Manpreet.

With the Indian team facing compe-
tition from World No 12 Malaysia, arch-
rivals Pakistan, World No 14 South
Korea, Asian Games 2018 Gold medallists
Japan, and hosts Oman, the tournament

will give the Indian team the
opportunity to avoid com-
mitting the mistakes like those
happened in Jakarta.

"We have trained well dur-
ing our National Camp in
Bhubaneswar, and have
focused on minimizing the
mistakes in our overall play.
We all knew that there were areas that
needed work and the team has been deter-
mined in making things right as we
approach the biggest two months in all of
our careers," said the captain.

India are the defending champions,
having won the title in 2016 when they
beat Pakistan 3-2 in the final match in
Kuantan, Malaysia.

"We have won the tournament twice
before in 2011 and 2016, and we go into
the 2018 tournament as defending cham-
pions. Our focus is on producing good
performances throughout the five Pool
stage matches in order to qualify for semi-
finals.

"We have strong opponents in
Malaysia, Pakistan, Japan and South

Korea, therefore we will
need to give our 100% at all
times, and make sure that
we play like the highest
ranked team in the conti-
nent," said Manpreet.
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With barely three days

to go for the Hero Asian Champions
Trophy here, reigning Asian Games
champions Japan chief coach Siegfried
Aikman on Monday backed defending
champions India to retain the title.

Aikman, a Dutch national of Indian
origin, praised the Harendra Singh-
coached side's skills, tactical awareness
and fitness but at the same time pointed
out India's weakness in handling pressure
situations.

"India are undoubtedly the con-
tenders for winning the tournament.
They have the skills, tactical awareness
and fitness but they are vulnerable under
pressure and that's the area which we need
to capitalize if we want success against
them," Aikman said in a statement. 
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