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After former French
President Francois

Hollande’s reported sensation-
al comments that India pro-
posed Reliance Defence as off-
set partner for the �59,000
crore Rafale fighter jet deal, the
French Government on
Saturday said it is in no man-
ner involved in the choice of
the Indian partner. 

It added French companies
have the full freedom to select
Indian firms and Dassault
Aviation, manufacturer of
Rafale jets, said it is the com-
pany’s “choice” to partner with
Reliance Defence. 

“Dassault Aviation has
decided to make a partnership
with India’s Reliance Group.
This is Dassault Aviation’s
choice,” the company said.

Reacting to the French
Government’s claim and
Dassault Aviation’s admission,
the Indian Defence Ministry
said “unnecessary controver-
sies” are being created and
reiterated that the Indian
Government had had no role in
the selection of Reliance as an
offset partner in the deal.

The French Government
and Dassault company’s clari-
fications came after Hollande in
an interview to a French pub-
lication Mediapart said on
Friday, “It was the Indian
Government that proposed
this service group, and Dassault
negotiated with Ambani. We
had no choice, we took the
interlocutor who was given to
us.”

Reacting to Hollande’s
comments, the Indian Defence
Ministry had said on Friday, “It
is reiterated that neither the
Government nor the French
Government had any say in the
commercial decision.” 

On Saturday, the Defence
Ministry said, “Unnecessary
controversies are being sought
to be created following media
reports regarding a statement
purportedly made by the for-
mer French President, Francois
Hollande, concerning the selec-
tion of Reliance Defence as the
offset partner by Dassault.”

The reported statement
perhaps needs to be seen in its
full context — where the
French media has raised issues
of conflict of interest involving
persons close to the former
President. His subsequent state-
ments are also relevant in this
regard. For a rounded appreci-
ation of this matter, it may be
partinent to dwell upon why
and how Offset Policy came
into play.  The Offset Policy was
formally announced for the
first time in 2005 by the then
UPA Government and has
been revised several times.  To
leverage its huge arms imports
in order to develop a strong
indigenous industry, a flow-
back arrangement is made in
the defence contracts, which is
widely known as offsets, and
constitutes a certain percentage
of the contract value.  

The key objectives of the
Defence Offset Policy is to
leverage the capital acquisitions
to develop 

Indian Defence industry by
fostering development of inter-
nationally competitive enter-
prises; augmenting capacity
for research and development
in Defence sector and to
encourage development of syn-
ergistic sector like civil aero-
space.  

The offset can be dis-
charged by many means such
as direct purchase of eligible
products/services, FDI in joint 

ventures and investment
towards equipment and trans-
fer of technology.

As per
Defence Offset

Guidelines,
the foreign

Original Equipment
Manufacturer (OEM) is

free to select any 
Indian company as its off-
set partner.

Turn to Page 4

�
(���	��
�	� #91	�9:,!

In a move to provide more
coverage area to shop own-

ers for commercial activities,
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (HUA) has
allowed the Delhi Development
Authority’s (DDA) proposal to
modify the Master Plan for
Delhi 2021, allowing retail
trade, office space / commer-
cial office, service apartments
and related activities up to
maximum 40 per cent of the

floor area. 
As per modification, hotel

space / rooms shall be mini-
mum 60 per cent of floor area,
including exhibition space,
banqueting, convention and
meeting space. Service apart-
ments shall be non-saleable
with all services as per the
Hotel Facility Management
System. 

The maximum 10 per cent
additional ground coverage
shall be allowed for providing
atrium. In case, the permissi-
ble additional ground coverage
for atrium is utilised, 25 per
cent of the utilised ground
coverage shall be counted
towards floor area.

Turn to Page 4
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Against the backdrop of for-
mer French President

Francois Hollande’s reported
comments on the controversial
Rafale deal,  Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi on
Saturday launched a fresh
attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and said “for-
mer French president Francois
Hollande is calling the PM of
India a thief ” and that the PM
needs to break his silence.  

Addressing a Press con-
ference here, the Congress
president said it is  “obvious
that PM Modi is corrupt.”

Rahul said the Prime
Minister has “betrayed India’s
soul.”  Calling the Rafale deal
�1.3 lakh crore surgical strike
on the Indian Defence forces,
Rahul said Modi “dishonoured

the blood of our martyred
soldiers.”

“Former French president
calls our PM a thief... What is
staggering is that the Prime
Minister is still silent on it. Not
a single word from him,” Rahul

said.  It is considered to be the
sharpest attack by Rahul on
Modi on the Rafale deal. 

“It is very important for the
Prime Minister now to either
accept Hollande’s statement or
state that Hollande is lying and

tell the truth,” he said.  
Rahul alleged that Modi

got the contract for his indus-
trialist friend Anil Ambani to
bail him out. “The Prime
Minister himself has given a
contract of �30,000 crore to
Anil Ambani. Anil Ambani
had a debt of �45,000 crore and
was bailed out by PM Modi,”
he said.

“The PM and Anil
Ambani jointly carried out a
One Hundred & Thirty
Thousand Crore, SURGICAL
STRIKE on the Indian Defence
forces. Modi Ji you dishon-
oured the blood of our mar-
tyred soldiers. Shame on you.
You betrayed India’s soul,”
Rahul tweeted.

“We are absolutely con-
vinced that the Prime Minister
of India is corrupt. 

Turn to Page 4
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Describing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as a sym-

bol of honesty after Congress
president Rahul Gandhi threw
the “thief” barb at him, the BJP
on Saturday rejected former
French president Francois
Hollande’s sensational claim
on the Rafale deal, saying it
does not know under what
compulsion Hollande said so. 

The BJP condemned as
“shameful and irresponsible”
Rahul’s remarks against Modi
over the Rafale deal, saying no
president of any party has ever

used such language against a
Prime Minister.  

Hours after Rahul’s Press
conference, Union Minister

Ravi Shankar Prasad hit back
at Rahul saying that the
Congress chief is “playing into
the hands of Pakistan and
China” by seeking the details of
the Rafale fighter jets. 

The Union Minister also
said that Dassault Aviation,
the manufacturer of the fight-
er aircraft, and Reliance had
entered into an agreement as
early as 2012 when the
Congress-led UPA was in
power and refuted the allega-
tion that the Modi Government
had favoured the Anil Ambani-
led company.

Turn to Page 4
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday heaped

praise on Chief Minister
Raman Singh for unleashing
development in State and said
Chhattisgarh has created its
own place among States.

He remarked that the only
objective of the BJP-led
Governments at the Centre
and in Chhattisgarh was the
welfare of the poor and the
common people.

“Chhattisgarh was known
for violence by Naxals, explo-
sion and bloodshed, and the
BJP Government has over-
come all these challenges.
Chhattisgarh has created its
own place among the States
which are on the path of devel-
opment, BJP wants to create a
new, modern Chhattisgarh and
we are moving ahead with the
mission of Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas”, PM said at the heavily
attended farmers’ convention at
Janjgir-Champa.

He added Chhattisgarh has

changed the perception that
smaller States suffer from polit-
ical instability.

“Despite allegations,
rumours and misinformation,
people of Chhattisgarh have
been giving stable
Governments," the Prime
Minister stated in presence of
Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari, Chief Minister Raman
Singh and entire frontline BJP
leaders of Chhattisgarh.   

The BJP is in power in the
State since late 2003 and the
party is eyeing to pull off the
fourth successive victory in
90-member State Assembly
election which is expected by
later this year.

Hitting out at the Congress,
Prime Minister said unlike
earlier times, there is no cor-
ruption in his Government
and every rupee meant for
development is reaching the
desired end.

He said after coming to
power, the BJP Government
ended the system of giving ben-
efit of social schemes selectively

to those who voted for a par-
ticular party, or those close to
some politicians.

He said more roads were
constructed in Chhattisgarh
in the last four years than built
since Independence. 

“Wasn't there money avail-
able before? (Road Transport
and Highways) Department
before? Engineers before? And
people's demand before? Yet it
didn't happen. Why? "That's
because, as one of the Congress
Prime Ministers said, only 15
paise out of every rupee spent
on development reached the
villages," the PM said. 

He added that his
Government also decided to
fulfil the long-time demand of
farmers to get fair price for
their produce.

“For 60 years, they
(Congress) ran the
Government. But it was when
our Government came to power
that we agreed to their demand
and announced that farmers will
get minimum support price
one-and-a-half times their pro-
duction cost," Modi observed.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on his visit to Janjgir-

Champa district also famously
known as ‘Kosa Town’ received
a unique gift on Saturday.

A couple gifted the PM a
jacket and shawl made from the
threads of banana plant. He
thanked the couple for the gift.

The PM was in Janjgir-
Champa to launch different
projects and address the
Farmers’ Convention as part of
‘Atal Vikas Yatra’.

He later mentioned it in his
public address that making
cloth from the stem of banana
proves that how the farmer can
utilise the unwanted materials
to make a useful material.
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some politicians.

He said more roads were
constructed in Chhattisgarh
in the last four years than built
since Independence. 

“Wasn't there money avail-
able before? (Road Transport
and Highways) Department
before? Engineers before? And
people's demand before? Yet it
didn't happen. Why? "That's
because, as one of the Congress
Prime Ministers said, only 15
paise out of every rupee spent
on development reached the
villages," the PM said. 

He added that his
Government also decided to
fulfil the long-time demand of
farmers to get fair price for
their produce.

“For 60 years, they
(Congress) ran the
Government. But it was when
our Government came to power
that we agreed to their demand
and announced that farmers will
get minimum support price
one-and-a-half times their pro-
duction cost," Modi observed.
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The power of Manto, as a writer,
personality and self-destruct mode
carries the power of an atomic bomb and

most of it gets translated into this sepia shaded
movie by Nandita Das.

The power of this film and its subject
Saadat Hasan Manto lies in the gentle
unfolding of the life and times of the writer
whose cutting-edge pen was the toast of most
Bollywood scripts at one time.

He loved Mumbai as much as he loved
himself and yet decided to quit everything dear
to him, including the graves of his parents and
son, to leave for Lahore because he was “itna
toh musalmaan hoon ki maar diya jaoon.”
Those were violent and divisive Partition days
and Nandita does well to bring up one of the
major faultlines in Manto’s personality by
telling us of his inherent fear of things.

He loved with passion, had immense anger
issues over intangibles like the state of society
and lived life as a smouldering ember in a time
and place where almost everything and anyone
was somehow struggling to survive the first
wave of independence.

Manto, being the volatile writer who saw
the wrongs, especially on women, much more
than others, made brevity as much his virtue as
revelling in the painful times his vice.

A film on a personality like Manto is
bound to be powerful unless the director gets it
entirely wrong. The power of Das’ Manto lies
in the fact that it interestingly captures all the
nuances of the times and the people in a gentle

unfolding of explosive events in the life of its
main protagonist. The ambience and the
atmosphere of those smoky times when
intellectuals like Ismat Chughtai and Manto
intermingled with the glamorous world of
cinema and powered scripts with their
literature, thoughts and philosophy over liberal
round tables splashed with whiskey and
cigarettes, are aptly captured on camera.

The dialogues, pithy and cutting, get to you
with one-liners that unfold an entire life and
time in a stunning frugality of words. Das
compels you to question why Manto would
self-destruct in such a manner. Brilliantly, she
tells you that the only reason why such a
brilliant short story writer with immense
power of thought could die at 42 was his belief
that he had the artistic licence to do so.

The other high point of the film is the
stunning way in which Das inserts the
dramatisations of Manto’s most loved stories
Thanda Gosht, Khol Do and Toba Tek Singh,
never once deviating from Manto’s unfolding
life story. Cameos by Rishi Kapoor, Javed
Akhtar, Vinod Nagpal, Divya Dutta, Ranvir
Shourie are impactful and rounded.

Nawazuddin Siddiqui loses himself
completely in Manto and proves his versatility
and brilliance as an actor yet again.

Manto was a meteoric writer who died a
meteor’s death — a fire of brilliance burning
out brightly in the literary sky, often
questioned and defiled for speaking the ugly
truth of people and society with no punches
spared. He was the badshah of brevity — both
in writing and death, 42 being no age to die as
an alcoholic who desperately wanted to live
without alcohol but the realisation came too
late in life and too close to death.

A rare movie on a rarest of rare writer!
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Denzel Washington has
been missing from the big
screen for a very long time

and it is his presence that saves
this slow thriller some blushes.

Other than him, it is all very
commonplace here, be it rogue
sleuths, rogue situations or rogue
villains. Washington returns
from the dead quite literally in
this one to unravel the brutal
murder of his one-time friend
and FBI agent Susan who is
stabbed to death in her hotel
room while on an assignment
with Washington’s former
partner Dave.

Washington keeps a poker
face most of the time, killing,
spotting and getting into the case
with ease. Not an expression
generally means an actor is either
good for nothing or too good to
be true. Washington, we all
know, is a specimen of the
second category and he uses this
trait to the hilt in Equaliser 2
wherein he swears to kill the
goons and does so in slow
motion.

On the whole, will stick only
for Denzel Washington fans. The
rest would want some kind of
urgency in the proceedings.
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�Tell us about your experience as
KBC Karamveer?

My experience on Kaun Banega
Crorepati 10 was wonderful as I had
never imagined coming to this
platform. KBC Karamveer is a good
way of educating the masses and
community to become aware about
the sufferings of the people. It gives
an opportunity to the concerned
people to think about the happenings
in the society, community or world
and understand our contribution
towards the same. Why is the
situation so negative and oppressive
for women, why are they
marginalised? There is a hidden
world that suffers from injustice,
discrimination and issues that affects
their lives. It is a good initiative and
these kind of campaigns and episodes
will help in changing the attitude
towards injustice.

�Tell us about Nari Gunjan.
The organisation is for the

women who are most marginalised
and are left out from the society. We
are still at the growing stage but now
I can see small changes coming
because of the education. Now, I can
feel that we are not frightened to take

issues related to women. We need
more people to go out and help more
and more women.

�How was your experience playing
KBC with Amitabh Bachchan?

Amitabh Ji, he always maintains
the charm, keep the vibe lively and the
nation on their toes in the show. I like
how heartily he was trying to
understand what was being shown and
shared. He is very encouraging,
sensitive and supporting. He catches
and understands issue people face
deeply.

�What do you plan to do with  �24
lakh?

Our focus for the neediest women.
The women who were landless, had no
assets and today they have dared to
follow one or the other livelihood
options and are trying to become
economically empowered and because
of that they could send their children
to study and are taking challenges to
go into new avenues. We’ve 350 women
doing agriculture and food processing
or started some shops, selling food or
fruit. Great ambition and desires are
always needed to go ahead.
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Raipur now has direct air
connectivity with

Jharsuguda in Odisha as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inau-
gurated the Jharsuguda Airport
and also UDAN flight from
Jharsuguda to Raipur on
Saturday.

The Jharsuguda Airport in
Odisha is the 32nd UDAN

Airport being connected under
RCS scheme, officials informed.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had inaugurated the first
regional flight service for peo-
ple of Chhattisgarh on June 14
this year.

He had also inaugurated
Jagdalpur airport alongwith the
passenger flight service of
J a g d a l p u r - R a i p u r -
Vishakhapatanam for providing

affordable air services to people
under ‘UDAN’ Project of
Central Government.

Under this service, a 19-
seater aircraft is offering air ser-
vice from Raipur to Jagdalpur.

Notably, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation has awarded 10
routes in Chhattisgarh from
various airports under the
Regional Connectivity Scheme
(RCS), officials informed.

Notably, Chhattisgarh has
also signed MoU with the
Union Ministry of Civil
Aviation for promoting Centre’s
Regional Connectivity Scheme
(RCS) in the State, officials
informed.

The Union Ministry of Civil
Aviation had earlier released the
draft Regional Air Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) for stakeholder
consultation, with the twin

objectives of promoting bal-
anced regional growth and
making flying affordable for
masses.

The RCS is the key com-
ponent of the National Civil
Aviation Policy which was
released by the Ministry on June
15, 2016. The scheme, which
would be in operation for a peri-
od of 10 years, envisages pro-
viding connectivity to un-served

and under-served airports of the
country through revival of exist-
ing air strips and airports.

This would be achieved
through a financial stimulus in
the form of Central and State
government concessions, as well
as Viability Gap Funding to the
interested airlines to kick-off
operations from such airports,
so that the passenger fares are
kept affordable.
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Top leadership of State unit of
Congress party alongwith

party workers were stopped
and arrested 60 kms prior to
Janjgir-Champa district when
they were proceeding to show
black flags to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday.

The Prime Minister later
addressed a Farmers’
Convention  in the district
headquarters.

The police picked up the
State Congress leaders from
different locations and after
arresting them, kept them con-
fined at a temporary arrange-
ment made as a security mea-
sure.

Most of Congress leaders
and workers from the State
could not reach Janjgir-
Champa. Similarly, the local
Congress leaders at Janjgir-
Champa and other nearby areas
were also arrested before they
could reach the venue.

Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee (CGPCC)

President Bhupesh Baghel,
Tamradhwaj Sahu, Mohammed
Akbar and other leaders instead
of taking black flags wore black
T-shirt.

Baghel started from Rajiv
Bhawan – the State Congress
headquarters during morning
hours and reached Katgi where
police had put a barricade. As
the leaders tried to cross the bar-
ricade, they were arrested.

Leader of Opposition T S
Singhdeo who was leading
another team of party workers
were stopped at Masturi near a
private school. It is said that
around 400 Congress workers
were arrested and kept at the
school.

MLA Dilip Lehriya, Karuna
Shukla, State Congress Vice
President Baijnath Chandrakar,
Vani Rao, Shailesh Pandey,
Ashok Agrawal, Mungeli
District Congress President
Atma Singh Kshatriya, leaders
from Kawardha and Bemetara
were also arrested.

Leader of Opposition T S
Singhdeo said that police peace-
fully arrested the workers. “We

wanted to send a message and
we were successful in it. Had it
happened on September 18,
then the unfortunate incident
would not have happened. We
have shown morality,” said
Singhdeo.

The agitation would con-
tinue till the demand raised by

Congress party is not met.
At Dhamtari, Congress

MLA Gurukmukh Singh Hora
when he came out of his resi-
dence was taken in police cus-
tody and taken to the Gangrel
Rest House where he was kept
under police monitoring.

State Youth Congress

President Prince Sharma, party’s
Janjgir-Champa Town President
Vivek Sisodia among others
were picked up and taken to
unknown destination by the
police .

Pendra region Congress
leaders were arrested from
Pendra Railway station by

police. They were kept at PWD
Rest House it was temporarily
converted into a jail. Even the
Women Congress party work-
ers were arrested for which
special women  constables were
deputed.

Notably, a few days before,
after the Congress leaders in
Bilaspur had dumped the
garbage in residence of Urban
Development Minister Amar
Agrawal, police had cane
charged them including inside
the Congress party office.

The Congress party had
been been demanding judicial
probe instead of a magisterial
probe ordered by state govern-
ment.

The Congress leaders agi-
tated over the issue had even
held its maiden State Working
Committee meeting at Bilaspur
instead of Raipur. They took a
resolution to show black flags to
Prime Minister to welcome
him in the state. As part of it, the
Congress leaders were moving
towards the venue of Prime
Minister’s public meeting at
Janjgir-Champa.
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Chhattisgarh Mineral
Development Corporation

(CMDC) will be hiring an
agency for carrying out
Reconnaissance Survey for iron
ore blocks at ‘G-4 level’ in six
districts of the State, officials
informed.

The survey would be con-
ducted in North Bailadila
Dantewada , Hurtarai
(Surveyed by DGM) district
Kanker , Aturbeda (Surveyed
by DGM) district Kanker 4,
Kanker, district Kanker ,
Naryanpur district Narayanpur
, Raoghat district Kanker,
Forest compartment No. 153&
154 Salewara Range district
Rajnandgaon , Forest com-
partment No. 142 Range
Dallirajhara district Balod. 

CMDC has already invited
bids from prospective operators
for excavation, magnetic sepa-
ration, crushing, screening,
transportation and delivery of
iron ore at Aridongri Iron Ore
Mine in Kanker district of
Bastar, officials informed.

The iron ore deposit of
Aridongri hills of District
Kanker lies in the southern part
of the Rajhara iron ore deposit.

The State Government's
Mineral Resources Department
vide letter dated November
10, 2015 had issued Letter of
Intent (LoI) for granting
Mining Lease (ML) in favour of
CMDC over an area of 166.800
hectares in the compartment
number 608 of
Bhanupratappur Forest range
under the Bhanupratappur East
Forest Division.

Forest Clearance as well as
Environment Clearance has
been received from the Union
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
for the mining operations, offi-
cials informed.

CMDC intends to sell iron
ore produced from the pro-
posed Aridongri mine to steel
/ sponge iron units at Bhilai,
Raipur and Raigarh on priori-
ty basis, officials informed.

Efforts are being made to
increase the production so that
sufficient quantity of iron ore
is available for export after
meeting the requirements of
the expanding home market.
Export of iron ore is necessary
for earning the much needed
foreign exchange, they
informed.

The mining at Aridongri
will be carried out by open cast
mechanized method.The pro-
ject area is located near Kachhe
village on Dallirajhara-
Bhanupratappur road.

The Chhattisgarh
Government had targetted to
carry out survey and mapping
for 1,000 square kms of State’s
area during 2015-16 for geo-
logical exploration during the
12th five year plan ( 2012-17).
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The State Urban
Development Department

will be deploying a Green
Waste Processor at Dhamtari
Municipal Corporation soon,
officials informed.

The utility will be used
processing for  food, vegetables
, flowers besides  ,agriculture
and Garden waste including
Animal dung and mix Organic
waste.

As per a report of Central
Pollution Control Board,
Chhattisgarh has 168
Municipalities (13 Municipal
Corporations, 33 Municipal
Councils and 122 Nagar
Panchayats) responsible for
Implementation of MSW
Rules. About 6000 TPD of
MSW is generated in
Chhattisgarh, out of which,
4200 TPD of waste is collect-
ed and 20 TPD is treated.

Good practices like door to
door collection of solid waste
are practiced in 10 cities.
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The State Government will
soon get developed an

advanced 'Integrated Proactive
E-governance System' (IPeG),
officials informed.

To facilitate a paradigm
shift in process of delivering
Government services by end-
to-end automation of all inter-
nal and external Government
data interfaces anchored in
secure protocols, ensuring ease
of doing business, data driven
decision making and proactive
citizen centric e-Governance.

This system will have com-
ponents viz. policy planning
tool, social registry, Aadhaar
vault, Data exchange frame-
work, grievance redress system,
trigger management platform,
common application platform
for enabling DBT.

IPeG is a technology based
solution to support proactive
governance initiatives and
building an empowered society.

It is being envisioned to
build a supportive ecosystem
for citizen-centric service deliv-
ery and leveraging information
technology.

In a nutshell, IPeG com-
prises of best practices and
guiding principles adhering to
data security and privacy, meth-
ods to bring about data quali-
ty improvement, and data dri-
ven proactive e-Governance.

The IPeG envisions to
develop technology based
architecture and platform that
would enhance department’s
data quality and interactions
under secure protocols to
enable proactive and seamless
delivery of Government bene-
fits.

This would further provide
an opportunity to the govern-
ment to bridge the technolog-
ical inequity and graduate
towards effective e-Governance.

Chhattisgarh Infotech
Promotion Society (CHiPS),
being the state nodal agency for
implementation of ICT related
projects in the state, would
design the following compo-
nents necessary to develop this
architecture: Data Exchange
Framework, Trigger
Management Platform,
Common application platform,
Dashboard & Analytics features
(Data driven governance),
Aadhaar vault, Social Registry,
Grievance redressal mecha-
nism and Policy Planning tool.
This would be in line with
defined government’s privacy
guidelines.

The overall aim of the state
is to enhance data quality of
beneficiaries and promote data
driven governance through
seamless data exchange and
leveraging dashboard & ana-
lytics features. The system
would assist in Information,
Education and Communication
(IEC) of different stakeholders
for user adoption of the systems
developed or enhanced as a part
of this initiative
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The Railways Energy
Management Company

Limited (REMCL), a joint ven-
ture of Indian Railways and
RITES Limited, has com-
menced the process for setting
up of 50 MWp solar project on
railways land at Bhilai,
Chhattisgarh under tariff based
competitive bidding, officials
informed.

REMCL is a joint venture
between Indian Railways and
RITES Ltd, is planning to con-
struct a solar power plant in
Bhilai.

The project involves the
construction of a solar power
plant with a capacity of 50 MW.
It includes the construction of
substations and related infra-
structure, the installation of
solar panels, generators and
transformers, and the laying of
transmission lines, officials
informed.

The 20% of the project cost
will be funded by Indian
Railways and the remaining
80% will be raised through debt
from firms such as Power
Finance Corporation and Rural
Electrification Corporation.

The power from this pro-

ject will be utilized by Railways
and South East Central Railway
(SECR) will sign Power
Purchase Agreement (PPA)
with the selected bidder for a
period of 25 years. The scope
of work includes the design,
build, finance,operation, trans-
fer (construction) and selling
the solar power.

The Union Ministry of
Railways has planned to set up
500 MW solar plants on land
based system for meeting its
Non-Traction and Traction
requirements, mostly through
Power Purchase Agreements
(PPAs) using vacant
Railway/private/Government
lands .

Remaining capacity shall
be procured from solar parks
across the country or by setting

up solar plants on vacant
Railway land subsequently. 

The power procured from
solar parks set up across the
country shall be utilized for
traction purposes in the State
of Maharashtra also to meet out
its Renewable Purchase
Obligation (RPO). Notably, the
Central Government has
offered a budget grant of Rs
2202 crores for laying new
railway tracks in the South East
Central Railway (SECR) zone
during financial year 2018-19.

As many as five new rail-
way line and six track doubling
projects are in different stages
of execution which fall partly
or fully in the State of
Chhattisgarh, the Union
Railway Ministry has informed.

Therefore, 19 projects of
new lines and double tracks
having a total cost of  Rs
23,710 crore are in different
stages of execution which fall
partly or fully in the State of
Chhattisgarh. The aggregate
length of these projects is
around 2,742 Kms.

The project of new railway
line with electrification  from
Katghora- Mungeli-
K a w a r d h a - K h a i r a g a r h -
Dongargarh Corridor (255
km) besides Katghora to
Kartala (22 km) will be imple-
mented at a total cost of  Rs
4821 crore which is being
developed by  Chhattisgarh
Railway Corporation Limited
(CRCL), a Joint Venture
Company of Ministry of
Railways and Government of
Chhattisgarh.
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Chhattisgarh Chemists and
Druggists Association on

the call given by All India
Organisation of Chemists and
Druggists (AIOCD) will be
participating in the ‘All India
Chemists Bandh’ on September
28 to protest against the sale of
medicine over internet, e-phar-
macy including the proposed
amendments in rules of Drugs
and Cosmetics Act 1940 (Rules
1945).

In a statement issued here
on Saturday, the Association
office bearers, stated that they
are opposing ‘Sale of Medicine
over Internet’ in any format as
presently happening in Indian
Market and possible future
attempt to regularize such type
of sale by Central government
by passing amendments in
concerned law of land. They
termed it the need for serious
thinking as it may be hazardous
to public health particularly
tech-savvy young generation of
the country.

They cite that in spite of
strict legislation and five
empowered agencies working,
illicit trafficking and con-
sumption of narcotics drugs
cannot be claimed to be con-

trolled and once it is sold
directly to the consumers,
through internet, then drug
peddlers can use vernacular
code words to skip regulators
and platform operators as they
are using to operate to sell pro-
tected animals and their body
parts, they informed in the
statement.

Medicines being a potent
chemical substance cannot be
equated to any general com-
modity as it has to reach
through qualified professionals
like doctors and pharmacists as
it has to be consumed as per
required advice.

As information and tech-
nology is in nascent stage in
India, hence monitoring of self
medication, repeated filling of
prescription is not possible. The
discounts lure the customers.
At international level also even
in regulated countries, the
experience is negative and most
of them are facing challenge of
unauthorised websites operat-
ing within and outside country.
Medical Practitioners warn of
severe reaction of medicines
purchased through internet as
it has proven fatal. They had
urged all to support the cause
as it would help the consumers
most.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is extending develop-

ment gift to the State but the State
Congress party leaders due to
their negative mentality wore
black dress as mark of protest
and brought disrepute to
Chhattisgarh said Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) State
Spokesperson Shrichand
Sundarani on Saturday.

Reacting to the agitation by
Congress party leaders and
workers' failed attempt to show
black flags to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his visit
to Janjgir-Champa district,
Sundarani said that the protest
of Congress party was ‘unwar-
ranted.’ “It is just to pacify the ego
of Congress leaders at the Centre
such unrest is being created in
the state.  The State government
has taken immediate action,
even after that, the Congress

party is indulging in drawing
political mileage out of the
Bilaspur incident”, he said in a
statement here.

Sundarani said that it is a
habit of Congress party that if
government orders NIA probe it
would demand C.B.I probe, and

if magisterial probe is ordered
then they seek judicial probe.

He pointed out that
Congress party has a habit of
seeking probe and the people of
Chhattisgarh know about it.
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Thirteen people, including
three couples, died after a

vehicle veered off a road and
fell into a deep gorge in
Himachal Pradesh's Shimla
district on Saturday. Governor
Acharya Devvrat and Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur have
condoled the death.

The accident happened at
Sanail, three kilometres from
Kuddu on Tiyuni Road. The ill-
fated Trax vehicle (bearing reg-
istration number HP 02 0695)
was on its way to Tiyuni from
Swara.

All the thirteen occupants
were killed in the accident,
Shimla Superintendent of
Police Omapati Jamwal said.
While 10 of them died on the
spot, three succumbed to
injuries at Rohru hospital,
Jamwal said.     

The deceased included
eight members of three fami-
lies. Three couples were among
the deceased.

The deceased have been
identified as Matvar Singh (48),

his wife Basanti Devi (44),
their son Munish (24), Prem
Singh (38), his wife Poonam
(30), their daughter Ridhima
(6), Attar Singh (44), his wife
Munna Devi (40), Bittu (42),
Bandi Devi (48), Ner Singh
(35), Manoj (35) and Anil (28).

A police team led by Jubbal
Station House Officer and
Swara police post in-charge
reached the site shortly after
getting information about the
accident. The team rescued
three injured people and sent
them to Rohru hospital but
they died, Jamwal added.

In his condolence mes-
sage, the Governor prayed to
the Almighty to grant peace to
all the departed souls and
strength to the bereaved fam-
ily members to bear this
irreparable loss.

Jai Ram Thakur has also
expressed grief over the death
of 13 persons in the road
accident. He expressed his
deep sympathies with the
bereaved family members and
prayed for the peace of the
departed souls.

Chandigarh: Widespread
rainfall  across Punjab,
Haryana and Chandigarh on
Saturday brought miseries to
farmers as untimely showers
have affected the standing
paddy crop in the agrarian
states.

The maximum tempera-
ture at most places has been
below normal due to the
downpour, weather officials
said here.

Farmers in both Punjab
and Haryana said the rain
during this period was not
good as the harvesting of the
paddy crop was on.

"The harvesting is on and
the rain will increase the mois-
ture content in the crop that
will get damaged if the rain
persists," farmer Ajaib Singh of
Fatehgarh Sahib told IANS.

Reports said that the
paddy crop, which is almost
ready for harvest, was dam-
aged in some areas.

Procurement of paddy in
Punjab and Haryana is sched-
uled to begin from October 1.

Officials from Agriculture
and Food and Supplies
Departments are expecting a
bumper paddy crop in both
the states this year.

An official spokesperson
said elaborate arrangements
have been made to procure the

expected 200 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy in Punjab.

In Chandigarh, traffic was
affected as water accumulated
at many places in the city.
Complaints of water-logging
were also received by author-
ities in the adjoining towns of
Panchkula in Haryana and
Mohali in Punjab.

Traffic on highways in
Punjab and Haryana was slow
due to the rain.

The Punjab government
on Friday issued an alert for
heavy rains across the state till
September 24.

As per information
received from the Ministry of
Earth Sciences, the state is like-

ly to experience widespread
rainfall from late Saturday to
Monday, a government
spokesman told IANS.

He said many districts in
Doaba, Majha and Malwa
were very likely to get very
heavy rains, even more than 12
cm, during this period.

IANS
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Leader of Opposition in
Punjab Assembly, Harpal

Cheema on Saturday alleged
that the Capt Amarinder Singh
government has "looted"
Panchayat Samiti and Zila
Parishad elections with "unbri-
dled use of muscle power and
government machinery". 

Cheema alleged that Police,
administration and election
commission has worked for
Congress as if they were its
cadre. "It is not the loss of
opposition parties rather peo-
ple and democracy have lost
the battle," he said in his state-
ment.

The Leader of Opposition
said perhaps this is first
instance in the history of
Punjab when goons of the rul-
ing party have unleased a ter-
ror right from the beginning of
Panchayat Samiti and Zila
Parishad elections upto the
announcement of results. It is
undoubtedly left a blank spot
on the democracy of Punjab.

"Inspite of all this Aam
Aadmi Party is thankful to all

those Punjabis who showed
courage to keep the lamp of
democracy alight amid the
anti-democracy storm
launched by the ruling party
and gave a befitting reply to
Congress by defeating its can-
didates at many places," he said,
adding the government
machinery worked alike
Congress workers and at many
booths 60 to 70 votes were
rejected.

Cheema said that had the
Capt Government fulfilled its
promises made to the public
there would have been no need
to highjack the democratic
system.
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The Congress on Saturday
emerged as the clear win-

ner in the Punjab Zilla Parishad
and Panchayat Samiti polls,
winning the most number of
seats against its rival Shiromani
Akali Dal. 

Counting of votes for the
local polls took place on
Saturday after the state went to
vote on September 19.

A total of 354 zila parishad
and 2,900 panchayat samiti
members are to be elected
through these polls. There are
22 zila parishads and 150 pan-
chayat samitis in the state.

33 candidates were earlier
elected unopposed to various
zila parishads and 369 nomi-
nees were elected unopposed to
the panchayat samitis.

There are a total of
1,27,87,395 registered voters in
Punjab, comprising 60,99,053
women and 97 third-gender
voters.

Earlier, Opposition party
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
accused the ruling party of
electoral fraud. Former chief
minister Parkash Singh Badal
at Muktsar claimed a large
number of Congress workers,
brandishing swords, were
involved in booth capturing.

He accused the police of being
"mute spectator".

"Booth capturing is taking
place and as an MLA I will not
tolerate this in my area. Police
was not performing its duty.
What kind of elections were
these, where booths were cap-
tured and nomination papers
of Akalis rejected," he asked.
Further, the SAD alleged bogus
votes were polled at some loca-
tions.

Clashes between Congress
and Akali workers were report-
ed from Rajasansi in Amritsar,
Jhoke Harihar in Ferozepur,
Lodhi Gujjar in Ajnala and
Sohia Kalan in Majitha.

During the clashes mem-
bers of both factions pelted
stones at each other and used
sticks as weapons causing
minor injuries to a few.

In Bathinda, former min-
ister and Akali leader Sikander
Singh Maluka accused
Congress workers of booth
capturing at Kangar, Bhai Rupa
and Salabatpura. Akali workers
led by Maluka blocked Bhagta
Bathinda Road to register their
protest against the ruling party.

A total of 17,268 polling
booths were set up, 35
observers appointed and
around 50,000 police personnel
deployed for the polls in

Punjab.The Congress was tout-
ed as the favourite to win the
zila parishads and panchayat
samitis after a gap of 10 years.
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Chandigarh: Soon after the
results, Punjab Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh on
Saturday hailed the Congress
victory in the Zila Parishads
and Block Samitis poll results
claiming it to be an endorse-
ment of his government’s poli-
cies and programmes, and a
total rejection of the

Opposition’s malicious cam-
paign against the ruling dis-
pensation.

In a statement issued here,
Capt Amarinder congratulated
the people of Punjab for stand-
ing firm against the
Opposition’s attempts to sway
them, and to thwart the free
and fair democratic poll
process, with its cheap pressure
tactics and false propaganda.

He also lauded the State
Election Commission, Civil
and Police administration, and
all the poll officials for ensur-
ing smooth conduct of Zila
Parishads/Block Samitis elec-
tions in a free, fair and trans-

parent manner.
Pointing out that this was

the fourth consecutive humil-
iating defeat of the SAD-BJP
combine, after back to back vic-
tories for the Congress in the
State Assembly, Urban Local
Bodies, Gurdaspur
Parliamentary and Shahkot
Assembly by-polls, the Chief
Minister termed it a vindica-
tion of his party’s efforts to
bring the state out of the quag-
mire of devastation into which
it had been plunged by the pre-
vious SAD-BJP government.

Capt Amarinder trashed
the Akali allegations of booth
capturing by the Congress,

saying that it was the SAD, on
the contrary, which had
stooped to all kind of hooli-
ganism to try and derail the
poll process, particularly in
Sri Muktsar Sahib. He cited the
video of SAD president Sukhbir
Singh Badal, which had gone
viral and which showed him
ordering his party men to
intimidate voters.

These last ditch efforts by
the Akalis to stall the
Government’s efforts to ensure
free and fair polls was a clear
sign of their growing frustra-
tion and dejection over their
repeated electoral defeats, he
added.

������		������
������
��
���
���
���
�
���
���������

/��	���	����������������+0�.�!�
�!���
��	�����!-����(�	������
$-���������.����
�������������

)��������!�����
��
.������(�	�/
���	�	�
���(������	�
	�. �

���	��"-�8	'9	�::'#�&�'$	#"�-
:�8�":#	&��#	�#	9�8#&	�$#&"$;�
�$	&��	��#&'8<	'9	�+$=",	���$
%''$#	'9	&��	8+��$%	:"8&<	�">�
+$��"#�-	"	&�88'8	8�%�&	98'?
&��	,�%�$$�$%	'9	�"$;�"<"&
�"?�&�	"$-	@��"	�"8�#�"-

���;&�'$#	+:&'	&��
"$$'+$;�?�$&	'9	8�#+�&#*	�&	�#
+$-'+,&�-�<	��9&	"	,�"$A	#:'&
'$	&��	-�?';8";<	'9	�+$=",

���	� (,�#�!2�;,

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal on Saturday

dedicated development works
worth �54.54 crore  to the peo-
ple of Nalwa assembly con-
stituency.

These works include Kisan
Sewa Kendra to be set up by
Haryana State Agricultural
Marketing Board (HSAMB) at
village Chaudharywas at a cost
of �35 lakh and the road upto
Shahpur Gaushala  in village
Hindwan will be widened at a
cost of �107 lakh. Apart from
this, HSAMB  will construct
road from Chirod Road to
Devesar Head at a cost of �66
lakh and �101 lakhs will be spent
on strengthening of road from
village Harita to Boora. Apart
from this, HSAMB will set up
road from Baadya Brahman to
Boora at a cost of �66 lakh, road
from Balaawas to Baadya
Brahman at a cost of �173.90
lakh, road from  village Daahima
to Sultanpur at a cost of �224
lakh abd from village Maatri
shyam to Mingri khera at a cost
of �83 lakh, 2 km road from
Sarsana Miner Bridge located on
Muklana Aryanagar road at a
cost of �92 lakh, road from
Mangaali Jhara main road to
Harikot at a cost of Rs 41 lakh,
road from Mangaali to Kaimri

at a cost of �60 lakh, road from
Chrod to Barwa at a cost of �215
lakh and pucca road from  the
field of Jagdish Patwari of village
Gorachhi Sarsana miner chowk
to Dhani of Mahender singh at
a cost of �150 lakh.

Animal Husbandry
Department would develop vet-
erinary hospital in village
Panihaar Chakk at a cost of
�35.83 lakh.

A Shok sabha Bhawan will
be constructed at Ghat situated
on Patan Road in Arya Nagar at
a cost of �25 lakh by the Urban
Local Body Department.

Irrigation Department
would clean the canal in village
Talwandi Rukka through
Gaushala and lift pump house at
a cost of Rs 600 lakh so as to run
the canal smoothly.

Likewise, park-cum-gym-
nasium would be constructed by
Development and Panchayat
Department in village Boora at
a cost of �35 lakh.  It would also
make pucca roads in Mahatma
Gandhi basti in in village
Gorchhi at a cost of Rs 12 lakh,
construction of road from
Gaawad Mor to Sati Dadi tem-
ple in village Gorchhi at accost
of �15 lakh, construction of
park-cum-gymnasium in village
Baadya Rangraan at a cost of �49
lakh.  Besides construction of
park-cum-gymnasium in village

Panihaar Chakk, village
Chaudhrywas and village
Mingaani Kheda at a cost of �32
lakh each, a park-cum-gymna-
sium in village Harita at a cost
of �17 lakh and park-cum-
gymnasium in village Bhojraj at
cost of �35 lakh.

Department of Elementary
Education would rebuilt the
wall behind the girls' Middle
school at a cost of �15.55 lakh.
New rooms in lieu of old and
obsolete rooms and maingate in
Government school village
Basda at a cost of �10.34 lakh,
construction of boundary wall
of Government school in village
Boora at a cost of �18.72 lakh.

The Public Health
Department will construct a
new water works in village
Gujaar at a cost of �175 lakh and
repair the water works  in village
Gorchhi at a cost of �88 lakh. It
would also construct a new
water works at Balawas Gunjar
at a cost of �301 lakh.

Public Works (Building and
Roads) Department will con-
struct road from village Gorchhi
to Mehriya at a cost of �325 lakh,
road from Arya Nagar to
Hindwan at a cost of �135 lakh,
construction of 33 feet road
from village Gorchhi to Bhiwani
Rohilla at a cost of  Rs. 183 lakh,
road from Patan to Hindwan at
a cost of �99 lakh.
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Himachal Governor
Acharya Devvrat and

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur
will launch  Prime Minister
Jan Arogya Yojna (Ayushman
Bharat Yojna) from Shimla
on Sunday.  

Health Minister Vipin
Singh Parmar will also be pre-
sent on this occasion.

The Ministers will simul-
taneously launch this scheme
in the districts. Irrigation and
Public Health Minister
Mahender Singh Thakur and
MP Ram Swroop Sharma will
launch the scheme from
Mandi, Food and Civil sup-
plies Minister Kishan Kapoor
at Dharamshala, Education
Minister and MP Virender
Kashyap from Solan, MPP
and Power Minister Anil
Sharma at Bilaspur, Urban
Development Minister
Sarween Chaudhary from
Chamba, Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj Minister
Virender Kunwar and former
Chief Minister Prem Kumar
Dhuaml at Hamirpur,
Industries Minister Bikram

Thakur and MP Anurag
Thakur from Una, Forest
Minister Govind Singh
Thakur at Kullu, Social Justice
and Empowerment Minister
Rajiv Saizal in Sirmaur district.

In Kinnaur and Lahaul-
Spiti districts, the scheme will
be launched by the deputy
commissioners concerned.
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The disclosure by Mahinda
Rajapaksa, the former President

of Sri Lanka that the then UPA
Government was kept informed by
the then Government of the island
nation about each and every stage of
the final phase of the civil war
against the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam in May 2009 has left the
DMK and Congress leaders per-
plexed.

Rajapaksa, during his recent visit
to New Delhi to address the delegates
of the Virat Hindustan Sangham led
by BJP MP Subramanian Swamy had
said that a team of officials from India
and Sri Lanka were in the know of
things about the progress of the war
which led to the annihilation of the
LTTE and its leader Prabhakaran.
The former Sri Lankan president also
said that India had cooperated with
his country in the last stage of the
civil war.

This led to the AIADMK
Government in Tamil Nadu to
declare on Friday that the party
would organise public meetings all

over the State on September 25 to
inform the people how the DMK
played a crucial role in the murder
of Tamils in northern Sri Lanka.

The AIADMK Government got
a shot in the arm as World Tamil
Forum, an outfit floated by the
Lankan Tamils based In Chennai
declaring its support to the
September 25 public meetings against
the Congress-DMK axis. “We know
that the DMK leaders were hand in
glove with the Congress and the Sri
Lankan military in murdering Tamils
in northern Sri Lanka. The Tamils
extend our support to the publlc
meetings to be held in Tamil Nadu
on September 25,” said Agni, coor-
dinator of the Forum.

“The DMK has no role in that
incident. What the AIADMK
Government is trying to do is to
divert the attention of the people
from the corruption charges faced by
the Edappadi Palaniswamy
Government,” said TKS Elangovan,
the official spokesman of the DMK.

Pon Radhakrishnan, Union
Minister of State for Shipping,
Highways and Finance said in
Nagercoil that the disclosure by

Rajapaksa exposed the hypocrisy
and  double standard of the Congress
and the DMK towards the  Tamils in
Sri Lanka and Tamil Nadu. “The
Congress should not be allowed to set
its foot in Tamil Nadu. It is a party
of cheats and crooks. What we
should understand from Rajapaksa’s
statement is that the Congress and
the DMK were in secret alliance with
the Sri Lankan military in the anni-
hilation of 1.5 lakh Tamils in the May
2009 civil war,” said Radhakrishnan.

The Congress in Tamil Nadu,
facing factionalism and group war,
found it difficult to clear the doubts
among the people about the approach
of the party towards the Lankan
Tamils. S Thirunavakarassar, presi-
dent, TNCC, stated that the
announcement by the AIADMK
government to hold public meetings
against the DMK was to create con-
fusion in the Congress-DMK
alliance. “A wave of anti-AIADMK
statement  has begun sweeping the
State. Hence protest meetings on the
sri Lankan Tamil’s issue will never
help the party save its Government
or come back to power,” said
Thiruvanakarassar.
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In a first, the CRPF has inducted five Mahila
companies (500combatants) for anti-terrorist

operations in Jammu & Kashmir and will help
in containing women stone-pelters and areas
gheraoed by women during cordon and search
operations by the security forces.

The companies operate from a base at
Bemina in Srinagar and dispatched to locations
based on operational requirements. The women
personnel are equipped with assault rifles like
AK-47 for operations in the hinterland and 9 mm
pistol for close combat in urban settings besides
bullet-proof vests.

As part of pre-induction training, the com-
panies were initially deployed in guard duties at
various places including the Srinagar airport. The
women personnel have also been exposed to riot
control and mob control.  The companies have
been trained in counter-insurgency and anti-ter-
rorist operations for operational requirement in
the Valley.

The CRPF has already deployed Mahila com-
panies for anti-Naxal operations in Chhattisgarh
and Jharkhand.

A senior CRPF officer handling training in
the paramilitary said, “The decision to put trained
women on the ground in the Valley was taken
as part of tactical requirements as the separatist
groups and terror- sympathizing outfits often
bring women to the fore to disrupt cordon and

search operations and often engaged for throw-
ing stones on the security forces. In such a sit-
uation, our boys (jawans) are at receiving end and
the terrorists escape after taking advantage of the
disturbance. The Mahila companies will now take
care of the stone-pelting women and those dis-
rupting anti-terrorist operations.”

The separatist and terrorist groups often
made a huge issue when protesting women were
injured even inadvertently by security forces dur-
ing operations or for controlling violent stone-
throwing mobs. The human rights groups also
used to make a huge issue out of such lawful
operations by the security forces against the ultras
who were readily backed by local women and
children, a source said.

The CRPF has deployed over 60 battalions
(60,000 personnel) in Jammu and Kashmir for
law and order and anti-terrorist operations in the
insurgency-hit State.

Earlier, the Indo-Tibetan Border Police that
guards the Indo-China border had deployed five
companies for combat operations in the high-
altitude frontier.

&12�����3���������455���
	�
�	�����	����������	������	-�	��	��

�
(���	��
�	� #91	�9:,!

The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) has come

out with a draft of ‘microdot
system’ to curb incidents of
motor vehicle thefts in the
country. Under this, thousands
of small dots laser etched will
be sprayed with a vehicle iden-
tification number on all over
the vehicle’s body including its
engine. As the dots are less than
1mm in diameter it is impos-
sible to locate and remove
everyone. This makes it very
difficult for a car thief to con-
ceal the vehicle’s true identity.
It also allows usually untrace-
able parts to be linked to a par-
ticular vehicle, thereby aiding
in the recovery of stolen com-
ponents. The technology is
being used in countries like
South Africa, Australia, New
Zealand, Chile, Taiwan,
Canada, the US and the
European Union (EU), among
others to prevent and reduce
motor vehicle theft.

Officials of Home Ministry
said that a microdot is text or
an image substantially reduced
in size onto a small disc to pre-
vent detection by unintended
recipients. It involves spraying
thousands of the small dots
laser etched with a Vehicle
Identification Number (VIN),
throughout the vehicle.

The dots, which are less
than 1 mm across, are carried
in an adhesive that fluoresces
under Ultra Violet light. It’s a
simple matter then to identify
a treated area and recover one
of the dots for viewing under
a special magnifier, which
reveals the dot’s number.
Because the dots are spread
throughout the vehicle, it is
impossible to find and remove
every one. “The microdots are
brushed or sprayed onto the
key parts of an asset to provide
complete parts marking,” offi-
cials said. “All the text on every
microdot shall be legible with
equipment that magnifies the

text at least 60 times.
Characters on the microdot
shall be consecutive and not
separated by spaces,” the draft
said.

According to officials, the
ministry discussed the tech-
nology with several industry
experts before arriving at the
final conclusion.”

The use of marking vehi-
cles with microdots is called
Whole of Vehicle Marking
(WoVM),” officials added. In
South Africa it is a legal
requirement to have microdot
fitted to all new vehicles sold
since September 2012.

As per Home Ministry’s
National Crime Record Bureau
(NCRB) data, as many as 2.14
lakh vehicles are stolen across
India annually. According to
NCRB, Delhi is top in the list
of vehicle theft as many as
38,644 cases were reported in
2016 followed by Uttar Pradesh
with 34,480 automobile thefts.
Maharashtra reported third
highest 22,435 thefts of vehicles
followed by Rajasthan 17,544
and  Madhya Pradesh  15,878.

As per Delhi police data, in
2018, an average of 110-120
vehicles being stolen in the cap-
ital every day has been report-
ed. What is more shocking is
the fact that less than 8 per cent
cases are solved by the police.
Motor vehicle thefts account
for nearly one-fifth of the total
number of cases registered
under the IPC in Delhi. Last
year, cops recovered only 10 per
cent of the stolen vehicles. The
Delhi Police report states that
41,000 vehicles were stolen in
the last year of which around
30 vehicles a month were
recovered.
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As the political war and
blame game escalates over

controversial Rafale fighter jet
deal, the Defence PSU HAL
headquartered in Bengaluru
is worried over the impact of
the deal on its existence.
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited with over 29,000
employees spread across the
country has very much cash
strapped and now looking at a
bleak future. HAL in it’s over 70
years of existence has suffered
a huge financial crunch and
might affect some of the ongo-
ing projects.

A senior executive who is
part of HAL’s many projects on
the condition of anonymity
feels the cancellation RFQ for
production of 106 Rafale fight-
ers and technology transfer
has hit the PSU very badly. He
said “ because of the faulty RFQ
we have lost the production of

Rafale fighters in our facility. As
the impact we are cash
strapped. We have only �1,500
crore and have to pay �400
crores as salaries per month
approximately for the employ-
ees.”

“The SU-30 production is
coming to end and the finan-
cial  crunch has hit the design
and development of new pro-
jects in the pipeline. We have
to stop IMRH( Indian
Multirole Helicopter), two aero
engine development and new
UAV projects apart from oth-
ers’, he said and added that gov-
ernment should come to the
rescue of HAL to  bring back
its glory by reviving projects in
the pipeline.

Another senior retired offi-
cial  who has seen the Rafale
RFQ from the beginning said
for the first time in the histo-
ry of HAL, MoD wanted to sign
a contract with OEM and
accordingly introduced new

clauses in the RFP which were,
unfortunately, not workable.

He said “ I feel there was no
other option for the MoD but
to cancel the proposed contract
due to the defective RFP issued
by the them. He said “1.Only
one contract will be signed by
MoD with the OEM. HAL will
sign a separate contract with
OEM. 2. OEM has to take the
responsibility of warranty and
delivery of all the aircraft pro-
duced by him as well as the 108
jets  assembled by HAL. 3.
OEM has to include the cost of
aircraft assembled at HAL in
the overall quotation and 4. Life
cycle cost to be included in the
quote”.

“We all know the result of
negotiation with Dassault. It’s
not higher man hours claimed
by HAL or perception of
Nirmala Sitharaman about
HAL, it’s the defective RFP
which pulled the curtain before
the show could begin” he

added.
Another official said the

buyback share has affected
the financial position to a
great extent. He said recently
the employees union demand-
ed a pay hike and company
could not give them any hike
but rejected their demand
because of the the financial
position.

HAL has the experience of
working with Dassault where
over 60 Mirage 2,000 fighters
were maintained and upgrad-
ed recently. Only  they have
orders for 73 Advanced Light
Helicopters (ALH) and
sources say so far there is no
confirmation about 83 LCA
and waiting for the confirma-
tion. 

HAL which is the back-
bone of Indian defence forces
is struggling for its existence
and became an easy prey to the
political slugfest of the Rafale
deal.
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Veteran journalists and
famous TV personality

Karan Thapar has said that the
statement of former President
of France, François Hollande,
that Indian Government had
suggested the name of Anil
Ambani’s company for the
Rafale deal and Dassault was
not given any choice possibly
could be “Bofors moment” of
the BJP and Prime Minister
Narendar Modi.

It has not only exposed the
lies of the Defence Minister
Niramala Sitaraman and Arun
Jaitely that it was the decision
of Dassault but also showed
that the Modi Government
insisted that a particular
organisation should be given
offset making mockery of the
rules.

Participating in an inter-
action with the journalists and
journalism students under the
aegis of Press Club, Hyderabad
here on Saturday, Karan Thapar
recalled that Modi can not
question the integrity of ex-
French President as he had
invited him at the chief guest of
the Republic Day celebrations
in 2016.

“This (Rafale deal episode)
has higher profile than Bofors.
While there was a smoking gun
and money trail in Bofors
scandal, here thre was a suspi-
cion of a smoking gun now”,
Karan said.

He recalled that when
Swedish Radio had exposed
Bofors, the Opposition led by
VP Singh had effectively used
it and members of all the par-
ties barring Congress had
resigned from Parliament.
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Trouble seems to be deepening for the Azan
International school as another minor girl

has complained to the police that she and her
classmates were also subjected to sexual
abuse in the school. 

According to the complaint lodged at
Golkonda police station the incident occurred
on the same day as the incident of rape of a
four year old girl came to light leading to the
closure of school last week. 

The parents of the second victim told the
police that they came to know when their
daughter spoke of the abuse, she and her class
mates were subjected to by an unknown
“uncle”. 

The girl told the parents that the “uncle”
pushed her and other class mates into a dark-
room and after beating sexually abused her
and others. He also threatened to kill them if
they told anybody about it. 

The fresh case came to light even before
the students of the school and the parents
could recover from the shock of the first inci-
dent a week ago. After the complaint of the
rape was lodged last week the school educa-
tion department ordered the closure of
school. 

Nayyara Feroz, correspondent of the
school said that they were yet to receive any
official information about the second com-
plaint.
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Army Chief General Bipin
Rawat said on Saturday,

stern action is needed to
avenge the barbarism by ter-
rorists and Pakistan Army
against Indian soldiers.

The comment comes after
a BSF jawan was shot and his
throat slit recently, followed by
the brutal killings of three
policemen in Jammu &
Kashmir. 

“We need to take stern
action to avenge the kind of
barbarism that terrorists and
the Pakistan Army have been
carrying against our soldiers. It
is time to give it back to them
in the same coin but not by
resorting to similar kind of
barbarism. I think the other
side must also feel the same

pain,” the Army chief said at a
press conference here. He said
talks and terrorism could not
go hand in hand, and Pakistan
needed to curb the menace of
terrorism and not allow ter-
rorist to use their soil against
India. 

Rawat insisted that action
against Pakistan was needed

but not in a barbaric manner.
“We have carried out similar
actions against them whenev-
er they did something against
India on the border. Pakistan
has suffered many casualties
and we have been able to take
on their defence system to a
large extent but we never
resorted to barbarism,” he said.
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Sitting BJP MLA from Bithari
Chainpur here, Rajesh

Mishra, his son and supporters
were booked on Saturday for
opposing a Muharram proces-
sion, police said.

Five cases were registered at
Cantonment and Bithari
Chainpur police stations against
Mishra and others for opposing
a Muharram procession in vil-
lage Khajuria, they said.

The village lies at the bor-
der of the limits of the two
police stations. “Five cases per-
taining to rioting, disturbing
peace and obstructing
Government officials from per-
forming their duty were regis-
tered against Rajesh Mishra, BJP
MLA from Bithari Chainpur, his
son, three aides and 25 uniden-
tified persons,” Inspector
Cantonment police station
Devendra Kumar Singh said.
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West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Saturday blamed the RSS and
the BJP for the death of two stu-
dents during a protest against
appointment of Urdu teachers in
a school and accused them of
trying to create communal dis-
turbance.

Banerjee, who is in Milan,
Italy, on an official tour, also
came out in support of provid-
ing Urdu teachers to Daribhita
School in Islampur in North
Dinajpur where a clash between
protesters and police claimed the
lives of the two students.

The BJP has called a 12-
hour shutdown in the state on
September 26 to protest against
the death of the two students.

Warning the saffron organ-

isations “not to play with fire by
doing politics on the issue”, she
appealed to the people of the
state not to pay heed to the pol-
itics of the BJP and the RSS and
foil the shutdown.

“The BJP and the RSS
should say why the two students
were killed,” she said while
interacting with journalists from
the city who were accompany-
ing her.

“They (BJP, RSS) are like
vultures waiting for a death and
then start doing politics over it.
They do politics even with death
of students. First they commit a
murder and then play holi with
the (dead person’s) blood.

“The BJP and the RSS have
to answer why the two students
were killed. And until they give
their answer I ask my party
activists to conduct peaceful
meetings and rallies in their
respective areas without fighting
over the issue,” the Trinamool
Congress supremo, who is cur-
rently on an official tour of
Europe to invite investors, said.
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Thousands of people took to the streets here on
Saturday demanding the inclusion of the Khasi

language in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.
The rally came a day after the Meghalaya cab-

inet approved a proposal to pass an official reso-
lution in the on-going Assembly session to seek
inclusion of the language in the Schedule of offi-
cial languages and the same will be forwarded to
the Home Ministry for consideration.

Organised by the Khasi Authors Society (KAS)
and backed by social organisations, the rally also
saw participation of political leaders from the state
and representatives of the local parties.

KAS president DRL Nonglait informed the
gathering that there are over 14 lakh people (1.4 mil-
lion) speaking Khasi according to the Census 2011
while only 4 lakh is the criteria for a language to
be spoken to be included in the schedule of offi-
cial languages. 
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Calling Rahul Gandhi a “bechara”
(helpless), Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday said the Congress presi-
dent was not aware of facts and only
reads the scripts given to him.

Adityanath’s reaction comes
after the Gandhi scion threw the
“thief ” barb at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the wake of for-
mer French president Francois
Hollande’s sensational claim on the
Rafale deal.

“Rahul Gandhi is a bechara
(helpless) as he is not aware of facts
and only reads the given script,”
Adityanath told reporters here at the
Gorakhnath temple. 

The UP chief minister said
after more than 70 years of
Independence and successive

Governments headed by the
Congress party and the family of
Rahul Gandhi, the poor were still
neglected. 

“The benefits of government
schemes have not reached the ben-
eficiaries. If poor people were aware
of the schemes, they wouldnt have
been deprived,” he said.

“Congress and Rahul Gandhi
should apologise (to the people of

India). Everyone knows who the
thief is,” he added.

He further accused the
Congress of playing with the “secu-
rity of the nation”.

“They (apparently referring to
the Congress) divided the country
on the lines of caste and geograph-
ical area and also surrendered
before terrorism, separatism and
communalism,” he said.

Showering praises on Modi, the
UP chief minister said, the country
was “moving on the path of devel-
opment” under the prime minister’s
leadership.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has provided houses, toilets
and gas connections to the people...
These families were deprived and
for this Rahul Gandhi’s Congress
and his family are responsible,” he
added.

��������������6/������5�
����	��������	���(�4�8���

(�
���������	���!���	��������	��7�����		��	�'�
�+	�����������	��+!�����!�����	�������	��	��	���!��	�	+��������������	
��	��������	�������
������������2��!���
������� ������!� �(�



�
���������/�������'������( '����)�*����+,-�+./0


���)���	� *9!5!#2

Jack Ma, the pioneer of
China's Internet industry,

termed the speculation around
his retirement as a “sea gossip”,
saying he would rather die on
the beach than in his executive
office at Alibaba.

On 10 September, Chinese
billionaire Ma, on his 54th
birthday, announced that he
would step down as Alibaba's
executive chairman in one year
to make way for the next gen-
eration of leaders at the $420
billion e-commerce giant. He
named the company's Chief
Executive Officer Daniel Zhang
as his successor who would
take charge in September next
year, while he would continue
to be a director.

His retirement report
sparked off speculation that he
could be stepping down due to
the prevailing business envi-
ronment in China. The New
York Times in its report said
Ma was retiring as China's
business environment had
soured, with Beijing and state-
owned enterprises increasing-
ly playing more intervention-
ist roles with companies.

Speaking about his retire-
ment at the concluding session
of the Summer Davos Forum
in China's Tianjin city on
Thursday, Ma said “gossip has
been around us every day for
the last 19 years. For someone

who has a dream for the future,
gossips, rumours, hardships
and frustrations will always be
part of your life.”

Reporting on Ma's speech
at the forum, China's state-run
Xinhua news agency reported
that sceptics said he was forced
to step down, while others
claimed he had already shifted
a large number of assets to
other countries, and was plan-
ning to leave China.

Ma said he did not care
about rumours. “To friends,
you don't need to explain. To
non-friends, the more you
explain, the worse the situation
becomes,” he said. “At the age
of 54, I am a bit old in the
Internet industry, but quite
young for many other sectors,”
he said. “In the next 15 to 16
years, there's still a lot of things
I can do. I know it would be
difficult for people at the age of
55 or 56, say 60, to leave. By
then you would no longer be
sure about your future, and you
would hang on.”

The retirement decision
was not a retreat, but actually
“a step forward” for himself and
the company, Ma said.
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Google has tweaked the pri-
vacy policy of its Indian

digital payments mobile appli-
cation, days after local rival
Paytm complained that the US
tech giant's platform allowed
disclosure of customer data for
advertising and other purposes.

The row has erupted amid
heightened debate about user
privacy and how technology
firms treat data in India and
abroad. The Government is
developing a new data protec-
tion law which could force
companies to change how they
transfer or store customer data.

In a letter to the National
Payments Corporation of India
(NPCI), dated 13 September,
Paytm complained that Google
Pay's privacy policy amounted
to “clear disregard for a con-
sumer's need for privacy”.

Google Pay's privacy policy
had said it could “collect, store,
use and/or disclose” personal
data and “any communications
made through Google Pay”.

A Reuters review of
Google's privacy policy that
was updated on Thursday
showed the company had
dropped the word “disclose”
from its privacy clause.

Google told Reuters in a
statement that the changes were
made to make it easier for cus-
tomers to understand their mon-
etisation and data usage policy.

It declined to comment on

whether they were made due to
Paytm's letter or any subsequent
communication from the NPCI.

“These changes are done
from time to time and are
based on product features and
development,” a Google
spokesman said.

Dilip Asbe, the chief of the
NPCI which oversees the pay-
ments services in India,
declined to comment.

Paytm, which is backed
by China's  Alibaba and
Japan's  SoftBank,  a lso
declined comment.

Paytm's letter to NPCI
indicates the increasingly fierce
competition in India's digital
payments market, which is
expected to grow five-fold to
$1 trillion by 2023. Other
companies vying for a bigger
share of the market include
PayPal and Facebook's
Whatsapp.

Paytm gained traction after
the government banned
demonetised �500 and �1,000
currency notes in November
2016, boosting digital pay-
ments. It has 95 million active
monthly users, compared to
Google Pay's 22 million.

Washington: President Donald
Trump's China tariff policy is
having a devastating impact on
the US polysilicon manufac-
turing industry, which could
soon force the closure of REC
Silicon in Washington State, a
group of top American law-
makers said Saturday.
In a letter to Trump, the group
of five lawmakers from
Washington State urged him to
find an immediate resolution to

the trade dispute over Chinese
solar panels and American
polysilicon, noting that hun-
dreds more highly skilled
workers could lose their jobs if
a solution was not found.
The issue of immediate con-
cern is the possible closer of the
REC Silicon manufacturing
facility, they said. “The closure
will result in the loss of 150-200
highly skilled manufacturers
and will severely impact the

economy of Eastern
Washington,” said the letter,
signed by Senators Patty
Murray and Maria Cantwell
and Congressmen Dan
Newhouse, Dave Reichert and
Denny Heck.”We strongly
encourage your trade negotiators
to raise the issues facing the US
polysilicon industry, and we
request a progress report on
these negotiations as soon as pos-
sible,” the letter reads. PTI
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The Indian rupee remained
under intense selling pres-

sure and witnessed a free fall
for the fourth straight week,
plunging to hit a fresh life-time
low against the US dollar before
managing a small recovery.

Overall, the forex mood
broadly undermined on the
back of increasing impact of
geopolitical threats and con-
cerns on macro-economic
front.

The Government's confi-
dence building measures to
curb the currency volatility
also fell short of many investors'
expectations, causing heavy
sell-off and the local stocks to
take a massive plunge.

Trading in an extremely
volatile market environment,
the bruised rupee ended at
72.20, showing a steep loss of 36
paise.

Panic dollar demand from
importers and speculative
traders sent the home currency
sinking to a historic low of
72.99.

It lost a whopping 229
paise in its four-consecutive
weekly slide. Although, the
domestic currency managed
regain some lost ground,
trimming its weekly decline.

The crash came despite
the governments recent
announcement of a slew of
measures to attract more for-
eign fund inflows into the
country.

The Asia's third-largest
economy - India is facing
severe macro challenges and
goldilocks economic condi-
tions are now changing fast.

A sharp spike in interna-
tional crude oil prices weighed

on the trading front towards
the tail-end session even as the
US dollar fell to seven-week
lows after Donald Trump
announced fresh 10 per cent
tariffs on Chinese imports

The stubbornly high glob-
al crude oil prices are opening
up a can of worms to height-
ened inflation risks and likely
to disrupt government's fiscal
maths along with deteriorating
global financial conditions.

Considering that India is a
net importer of crude oil, the
impact of this imported infla-
tion is expected to be signifi-
cant.

The upcoming week will
bring a Fed's monetary policy
meeting, with rates expected to
be rising by 25 bps.The bench-
mark 10-year sovereign yield,
however fell by 5bps to 8.08 per
cent from 8.13 per cent.

In the meantime, crude
prices pared gains, following a
report that OPEC and its allies
are considering a coordinated
increase in crude production.

The OPEC meeting with
allies in Algiers is expected to
focus on production gains as
Iranian sanctions and depletion
rates in Venezuela look to force

the hand of OPEC.
Benchmark brent crude

futures settled at $ 78.80 a bar-
rel for the week.

Meanmwhile, India's for-
eign exchange reserves rose by $
1.207 billion to $ 400.489 billion
in the week to September 14 on
account of increase in foreign
currency assets, according to RBI
data. In the previous week,
forex reserves had declined by $
819.5 million to USD 399.282
billion.

Foreign investors and
funds pulled out a massive Rs
9,400 crore ($ 1.3 billion) from
the capital markets in
September so far, on widening
current account deficit due to
a surge in oil prices and depre-
ciating rupee.

The latest outflow
comes following a net infusion
of close to � 5,200 crore in the
capital markets, both equity
and debt, last month and
�2,300 crore in August.

Fitch Ratings has upward-
ly revised its forecast for India's
economic growth to 7.8 per
cent from 7.4 per cent for the
current fiscal.

Backtracking a brief week-
end recovery trend, the rupee
opened with a sharp 66 paise
fall to 72.50 against the US dol-
lar at the inter-bank foreign
exchange (forex) market.

It quickly extended losses
due to heavy speculative sell-
off and crashed to hit an all-
time low of 72.99, forcing RBI
intervention in the currency
market and restricting the
local unit from breaching the
73-mark.

Anyway, the domestic unit
recovered some ground and
extended to subsequent trading
breakouts.
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New Delhi:Anil Kumar
Chaudhary Saturday took
charge as chairman of state-
owned Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL), an official
statement said.

Prior to this, he was direc-
tor (finance) of SAIL since
2011. SAIL is the largest steel-
making company in India and
one of the seven Maharatnas of
the country's Central Public
Sector Enterprises. “A graduate
from the University of Delhi,
Chaudhary joined SAIL in 1984
as junior manager (F&A).PTI

Walmart India, the sub-
sidiary of Walmart Inc, on

Saturday announced the open-
ing of its 22nd business-to-
business Cash and Carry store
in the country, making it the
second Best Price Modern
Wholesale store in Ludhiana
and the sixth in Punjab. 

The new store simultane-
ously got integrated with the B2B
e-commerce platform, making it
the 22nd Best Price store to go
online, a release said here. 

"I am very excited about
opening the 22nd Cash and
Carry store in India. It reiter-
ates our commitment to India

and our growth plans. Setting
up a second store in Ludhiana
and sixth one in Punjab rein-
forces our belief in the ease of
doing business here in the
state," Walmart India President
and CEO Krish Iyer said. 

The Best Price Modern
Wholesale Store stocks over
5,000 items, including a wide
range of fresh, frozen and
chilled foods, fruits and veg-
etables, dry groceries, person-
al and home care items, hotel
and restaurant supplies, appar-
el, office supplies, electronic
goods and other general mer-
chandise items. PTI

New Delhi: Tata Steel on
Saturday announced it will
acquire the steel business of
Usha Martin Ltd for �4,300-
4,700 crore.

The sale of steel business to
Tata Steel will help the compa-
ny in “significant reduction” of
its debt, Usha Martin said in a
filing to the BSE. The deal is
expected to be completed in 6-
9 months, it added.

Tata Steel, in a release, said
it has executed definitive agree-
ments for the acquisition of
Usha Martin’s steel business
through a slump sale on a going
concern basis. “It is proposed
that the steel business of Usha
Martin Ltd will be acquired
subject to transaction closing,
for a cash consideration of
between �4,300 and �4,700
crore (subject to various trans-
action adjustments),” the
release said.

The closing of the acquisi-
tion is subject to fulfilment of
various conditions under the
agreements.

Usha Martin’s steel business
comprises the specialised 1
million-tonnes-per-annum
(MTPA) alloy based manufac-
turing capacity in the long
products segment based in
Jamshedpur, a producing iron-
ore mine, a coal mine under
development and captive
power plants.

The transaction and acqui-
sition structure would be deter-
mined shortly, Tata Steel added.

Tata Steel had an annual
capacity of 27.5 MTPA as on
March 31, 2018.  PTI
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The West Bengal govern-
ment is the process of

comissioning floating solar
power plants
by next year,
s t a t e
Minister for
Power and
Non-renew-
able Energy
Sobhandev
Chattterjee
said.

The two
plants would
come up at Sagardighi and
Mukutmanipur with generat-
ing capacities of five MW and
100 MW respectively.

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of a seminar

organised by MCCI and
WBSEB Officers Assoctaion
here on Saturday, Chatterjee
said detailed project report
(DPR) of the projects has been

already pre-
pared.

Cost for
constructing
t h e
Sagardighi
plant would
be Rs five
crore, he
said adding
that the cost
of installa-

tion reduces with the increase
in generating capacity.

Chatterjee said that in the
last seven years, industrial
demand had increased 27.22
per cent.
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Passengers travelling in econ-
omy class of Jet Airways

flights can choose a travel plan
with or without complimenta-
ry meals, according to the air-
line. The full service carrier has
introduced "unbundled fares in
'Light' and 'Deal' categories" for
economy class journey in
domestic flights. In a release
issued on September 19, the
airline said it is introducing
"options for lowest fare cate-
gories, enabling guests to
choose between flight plus
meal or flight only option".

"From September 25, 2018,
guests travelling in the economy
and booking 'Light/ Deal' fares
for travel from September 28,
2018, on its flights within India
will not only be able to avail
competitive low fares but have
the opportunity to buy meals
from a specially curated on-
board menu," the release said.

The airline would contin-
ue offering complimentary
meals across 'Light/ Deal' fare

choices who have made book-
ings before September 24. "On
flights within India, all features
and benefits, including com-
plimentary meals will contin-
ue for Economy fare options
viz. 'Saver', 'Classic' and 'Flex'
and for all fare options in
Premiere," the release said.

Currently, there are five
fare options in economy class
-- 'Light', 'Deal', 'Saver', 'Classic'
and 'Flex'. On all domestic
flights, all features and benefits,
including complimentary
meals will continue for the
economy fare options of 'Saver',
'Classic' and 'Flex and for all
fare options in Premiere.
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Militants shot dead at least
29 people including

women and children in an
attack on Saturday on an
Iranian military parade claimed
by the Islamic State group, as
Tehran accused a US ally in the
region of the assault.

The attack in the south-
western city of Ahvaz came as
the country marked the
anniversary of the start of its
1980-1988 war with Saddam
Hussein’s Iraq and prompted
President Hassan Rouhani to
warn of a “crushing response”.

“The response of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the
smallest threat will be crush-
ing”, Rouhani said on his offi-
cial website. “Those who give
intelligence and propaganda
support to these terrorists must
answer for it.” Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif said in
a tweet that the attack near the
Iraqi border was carried out by
“terrorists recruited, trained,
armed & paid by a foreign
regime”.

“Iran holds regional terror
sponsors and their US masters
accountable for such attacks,”
he wrote. IS jihadists said via
their propaganda mouthpiece
Amaq that “Islamic State fight-
ers attacked a gathering of
Iranian forces” in Ahvaz.

The city lies in Khuzestan,
a province bordering Iraq that
has a large ethnic Arab com-
munity and has seen sepa-
ratist violence in the past that
Iran has blamed on its region-
al rivals.

State television gave a casu-
alty toll of 29 dead and 57
wounded, while official news
agency IRNA said those killed
included women and children
among spectators at the rally.
Many of the wounded were in

critical condition.
Armed forces spokesman

Brigadier General Abolfazl
Shekarchi said the dead includ-
ed a young girl and a former
serviceman in a wheelchair.

“Of the four terrorists,
three were sent to hell at the
scene, while the fourth who
had been wounded and arrest-
ed went to hell moments ago
due to his severe wounds,”
Shekarchi told state television.

Khuzestan deputy gover-
nor Ali-Hossein Hosseinzadeh
told the semi-official ISNA
news agency that “eight to
nine” troops were among those
killed, as well as a journalist.

Zarif did not specify which
regional government he held
responsible for the shooting,
but Iran’s elite Revolutionary
Guards said the attackers were
funded by Sunni arch-rival
Saudi Arabia.

“Those who opened fire on
civilians and the armed forces
have links to the Ahvazi move-
ment,” Guards spokesman
Ramezan Sharif told ISNA.

“They are funded by Saudi
Arabia and attempted to cast a
shadow over the Iranian armed
forces.” Zarif vowed Iran would
“respond swiftly and decisive-
ly in defence of Iranian lives”.

In a message of condolence
to Russia’s close regional ally,
President Vladimir Putin said
he was “appalled by this bloody
crime”.

“This event once again
reminds us about the necessi-
ty of an uncompromising bat-
tle against terrorism in all of its
manifestations.” Khuzestan was
a major battleground of the
1980s war with Iraq and the
attack on the anniversary
parade in Ahvaz had significant
symbolic value.

The province saw unrest in
2005 and 2011 but has since

seen been largely quiet. Attacks
by Kurdish rebels on military
patrols along the border further
north are relatively common.
But attacks on regime targets
inside major cities are far rarer.

On June 7, 2017, 17 people
were killed and dozens wound-
ed in simultaneous attacks in
Tehran on the parliament
building and on the tomb of
revolutionary leader Ruhollah
Khomeini -- the first inside
Iran claimed by the Sunni
Muslim extremists of the
Islamic State group. In April, 26
alleged IS jihadists went on trial
on charges connected with that
twin attack.

The attack in Ahvaz came
as President Rouhani was
among dignitaries at the main
anniversary parade in Tehran.

In a keynote speech,
Rouhani vowed to boost Iran’s
ballistic missile capabilities
despite Western concerns that
were cited by his US counter-
part Donald Trump in May
when he abandoned a land-
mark nuclear deal with Tehran.

“We will never decrease

our defensive capabilities... We
will increase them day by day,”
Rouhani said at a military
parade. “The fact that the mis-
siles anger you shows they are
our most effective weapons,” he
said, referring to the West.

Iran has ballistic missiles
with a range of up to 3,500 kilo-
metres, enough to reach both
Israel and US bases in the
Middle East.

The United States reim-
posed crippling sanctions on
Iran last month, and a new
round of even harsher sanc-
tions targeting Iran’s vital oil
sector is set to go back into
effect on November 5.

Washington has said it is
ready to open talks on a new
agreement to replace the July
2015 accord, but Tehran has
said repeatedly it cannot nego-
tiate under the pressure of the
sanctions.

Trump and Rouhani will
both be in New York next
week for the United Nations
General Assembly. But Iran has
repeatedly ruled out any 
meeting.
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The Trump administration
has told a federal court that

its decision to revoke work per-
mits to H-4 visa users, a sig-
nificant majority of whom are
Indian-Americans, is expected
within the next three months,
a move which will have a
major impact on Indian
women as they are the major
beneficiary of the Obama-era
rule.

H-4 visas are issued by the
US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
to immediate family members
(spouse and children under 21
years of age) of the holders of
H-1B visa, the most sought-
after among Indian IT profes-
sionals.

The Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) in
its latest court filing Friday told
the US District Court in
District of Columbia that it was
“making a solid and swift
progress in proposing to
remove from its regulations on
certain H-4 spouses of H-1B
nonimmigrants as a class of
aliens eligible for employment
authorisation”.

The DHS said the new
rule would be submitted to the
Office of Management of
Budget (OMB), White House,
within three months.

Till then, the department
urged the court to keep in
abeyance its decision on a law-
suit filed by ‘Save Jobs USA’,
representing a group of US
workers who claim that their
jobs have been hit by such a
policy of the government that
was promulgated during the
previous Obama administra-
tion.

The Trump administra-

tion is currently reviewing the
H-1B visa policy that it thinks
is being misused by companies
to replace American workers. 

The administration has
said publicly and also in its
court filing that it wants to
revoke work permits to H4 visa
holders, a significant majority
of whom are Indian-Americans
and women.

The move will have a major
impact on Indian women as
they are the major beneficiary
of the Obama-era rule.

This is for the third time
that the Department of
Homeland has informed the
court about the delay in issue
of Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (NPRM). 

The DHS has filed three
status reports - on February 28,
May 22 and August 20. The
next status report is due on
November 19.

Explaining the reasons for
delay, the US attorney said
since the filing of the most
recent status report, the DHS’s
senior leadership reviewed the
proposed rule and returned it
to the USCIS this month for
revisions.

“Senior leadership review
and the request for revisions is
standard practice within the

DHS. When the necessary revi-
sions are incorporated, the
USCIS will return the proposed
rule to the DHS for final clear-
ance and submission to OMB,”
he said.

However, ‘Save Jobs USA’
has sought an early decision
from the court, arguing that the
longer the case remains in
abeyance, the greater the pos-
sible harm to the US workers.

As of December 25, 2017,
the USCIS had approved
1,26,853 applications for
employment authorisation for
H-4 visa holders. These count
all approvals since May 2015
when the rule was implement-
ed. This number includes
90,946 initial approvals, 35,219
renewals, and 688 replace-
ments for lost cards.

“Ninety-three per cent of
approved applications for H-4
employment authorisation
were issued to individuals born
in India, and five per cent
were issued to individuals born
in China. Individuals born in
all other countries combined
make up the remaining two per
cent of approved applications,”
the Congressional Research
Service said in its recent report,
based on information obtained
from the USCIS. 
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Pr e s i d e n t
H a s s a n

Rouhani vowed
on Saturday to
boost Iran’s bal-
listic missile
c a p a b i l i t i e s
despite Western concerns that
were cited by his US counter-
part Donald Trump in May
when he abandoned a land-
mark nuclear deal with Tehran.

“We will never decrease
our defensive capabilities... We
will increase them day by day,”
Rouhani said at a military
parade. 

“The fact that the missiles
anger you shows they are our
most effective weapons,” he
said, referring to the West.

Iran has ballistic missiles
with a range of up to 3,500 kilo-
metres (2,200 miles), enough to
reach both Israel and US bases
in the Middle East. 
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India’s decision to cancel the
Foreign Minister-level meet-

ing in New York was “arrogant”,
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan said on Saturday, assert-
ing that he was “disappointed”
by the New Delhi’s “negative”
response.

India on Friday cited the
“brutal” killing of three police-
men in Jammu and Kashmir as
well as the release of the postal
stamps “glorifying” Kashmiri
militant Burhan Wani for call-
ing off the meeting between
External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj and her
Pakistani counterpart Shah
Mehmood Qureshi on the side-
lines of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) in
New York this month.

Announcing the cancella-
tion of the meeting, External
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar said in New
Delhi that the incidents
“exposed” the “true face” of

Pakistan’s new Prime Minister
Imran Khan to the world as
well as Islamabad’s evil agenda
behind the proposal for talks.

“The latest brutal killings of
our security personnel by
Pakistan-based entities and the
recent release of a series of 20
postage stamps by Pakistan
glorifying a terrorist and ter-
rorism confirm that Pakistan
will not mend its ways,” Kumar
said.

“Disappointed at the arro-
gant and negative response by
India to my call for resumption
of the peace dialogue,” Prime
Minister Khan said in a tweet.

“However, all my life I
have come across small men
occupying big offices who do
not have the vision to see the

larger picture,” he said in a
sharp reaction to India’s can-
cellation of the meeting.

Kumar said talks with
Pakistan after the “two deeply
disturbing” developments
would be “meaningless”.

“In view of the changed sit-
uation, there will be no meet-
ing between the Foreign
Ministers of India and Pakistan
in New York,” he said.

Reacting to india’s remarks,
Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman Mohammad Faisal
said on Friday that the “so-
called ‘disturbing develop-
ments’” alluded to in the Indian
statement predated the Indian
agreement to hold the bilater-
al meeting in New York.

He said the alleged killing
of a BSF soldier took place two
days prior to the Indian
announcement of its agree-
ment to hold the bilateral meet-
ing.

When the allegations of
Pakistan’s involvement first
appeared, Pakistani rangers

clearly conveyed to BSF
through official channels that
the country had nothing to do
with it, he said.

“Pakistan...Categorically
reject these allegations...Our
authorities would be prepared
to conduct a joint investigation
to establish the truth,” Faisal
said.

On the issue of the postage
stamps, he said they were
issued before the July 25 elec-
tions and before Prime
Minister Khan assumed office
on August 18.

“We choose not to further
comment beyond saying that
these comments are against all
norms of civilised discourse
and diplomatic communica-
tion,” Faisal said.

“We believe by its ill-con-
sidered cancellation of the
meeting, India has once again
wasted a serious opportunity to
change the dynamics of the
bilateral relationship and put
the region on the path of peace
and development,” he added. 
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Combat won out over cau-
tion. White House aides

and congressional allies worked
all week to keep President
Donald Trump from unloading
on the woman who has accused
Supreme Court nominee Brett
Kavanaugh of sexual miscon-
duct.

But as Kavanaugh’s nomi-
nation hung in the balance,
Trump couldn’t contain his
frustration any longer and
unleashed a direct Twitter
attack on the credibility of
Christine Blasey Ford, who
says Kavanaugh sexually
assaulted her decades ago dur-
ing a high school party.

Friday’s tweet landed with
a splat in the noxious brew of
gender and politics that has
taken over a high-stakes con-
firmation battle playing out
against the backdrop of the
#MeToo movement. 

In keeping with Trump’s
natural instinct to fight back
when under attack, as well as
his long pattern of defending
powerful men against the
claims of women, the presi-
dent’s tweet reflected growing
anger over all the focus on
Ford’s accusation.

Trump initially believed
he could support his nominee

without wading into the spe-
cific allegations against
Kavanaugh since they did not
involve him. 

But that began to change as
Trump watched ongoing cov-
erage of the accusations, par-
ticularly on Air Force One
TVs tuned into Fox News on
his long flight Thursday from
Washington to Las Vegas,
according to a White House
official and a Republican close
to the White House. 

Both spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorized to discuss pri-
vate conversations. Trump
began to view the allegations as
a scheme to undermine his pick
and told one confidant that he
doubted Ford’s credibility. The
“fake” attack on Kavanaugh
reminded him of the broad-
sides launched against him
during his presidency and the
claims of sexual misconduct
that dogged him at the end of
his campaign.

Increasingly convinced the
accusations were a Democratic
plot being advanced by the
media, Trump tweeted that if
the attack was really so bad,
“charges would have been
immediately filed with local
Law Enforcement Authorities
by either her or her loving par-
ents.” 
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Russian officials had devised
a covert plan to help

Wikileaks founder Julian
Assange escape to Russia from
his Ecuadorian embassy hide-
out in London, a UK media
report claimed on Friday.

The 47-year-old Assange
remains in hiding in a back
room of the central London
building six years after losing
a legal battle against extradition
to Sweden for questioning on
allegations of rape and sexual
assault.

The Australian national
had sought asylum from
Ecuador over fears of further
extradition to the US for sedi-
tion and espionage for leaking
secretive documents on
Wikileaks. 

‘The Guardian’ has now
claimed that Russian officials
were involved in a “basic” plan
to extract the Wikileaks
founder from the embassy on
Christmas Eve last year and fly
him to Russia. The plot, said to
have been abandoned at the last
moment, was thought to have
involved a diplomatic vehicle.

The newspaper said that
details of the Assange escape
plan are “sketchy”. 
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ARussian model at the cen-
tre of a poisoning scare in

the UK town of Salisbury, who
had triggered speculation that
the incident may have been an
elaborate hoax, has asserted
that her fears were genuine.

Anna Shapiro, 30, and her
partner Alex King, 42, had
been rushed to a hospital on
Sunday following the suspect-

ed poisoning scare at an Italian
restaurant in Salisbury, the
town where former Russian
double agent Sergei Skripal
and his daughter Yulia were
found collapsed after being
poisoned with the deadly
Novichok nerve agent earlier
this year. Shapiro blamed the
media for casting doubt over
her account that she and King
had been targeted by the
Russian state.
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Sri Lanka’s economic and
political stability has been

affected due to infighting
between President Maithripala
Sirisena and Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe, for-
mer president Mahinda
Rajapaksa claimed on Saturday.

“This is because the presi-
dent and prime minister are
clashing. They clash in the
open. As long as instability pre-
vails no investor will come,”
Rajapaksa said.

He was referring to the Sri
Lankan rupee hitting an all-
time low this week against the
US dollar, reaching near the
170 mark. 

“When we left (in 2015)
the dollar was 131.40,” the for-
mer president said.

As a result of the rupee’s
depreciation, Sri Lanka’s exter-
nal debt had jumped, he said.
“In 2014 (his last year) the
external debt was Rs 7,391 bil-
lion or 71 per cent of the GDP.
Now it has risen to 87 per cent.
Interest payment was Rs 443
billion and now it has risen to
Rs 820 billion, almost doubled”.

Rajapaksa said if he was in
power he would have better
managed the currency issue.
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Russia will be the elephant in
the room as Pope Francis

begins a four-day visit to the
Baltics amid renewed alarm
about Moscow’s intentions in
the region it has twice occu-
pied.

Francis arrived early on
Saturday in Vilnius, the
Lithuanian capital, for a four-
day trip that also takes in
Latvia and Estonia to mark the
100th anniversaries of their
independence and to encour-
age the faith in the Baltic
nations, which saw five decades
of Soviet-imposed religious
repression and state-sponsored
atheism.

“Fifty years of occupation
left their mark both on the
church and on the people,” said
Monsignor Gintaras Grusas,
archbishop of Vilnius. 

“People have deep wounds
from that period that take time
to heal.” 

The trip will feature meet-
ings with political leaders as
well as the Catholic, Lutheran
and Russian Orthodox faithful.

Grusas notes that all three
denominations suffered during
communist rule but said those
persecutions strengthened their
bonds.
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China on Saturday sum-
moned the US ambassador

to lodge an official protest
over sanctions imposed by
Washington on a Chinese mil-
itary unit for purchasing
advanced fighter jets and mis-
sile systems from Russia,
according to a media report.

Also, China has cancelled
a reported move to send Vice-
Premier Liu He to Washington
for talks to end the escalating
trade war between the world’s
two largest economies, follow-
ing imposition of tariffs on
Chinese goods by the Trump
administration.

The Chinese Foreign
Ministry summoned the US
ambassador to protest against
US sanctions on the equipment
development department of
the Chinese military and its
director, the official media
reported on Saturday.

The US State Department
said on Thursday that it would

immediately impose sanctions
on the equipment develop-
ment department of the
Chinese military and its direc-
tor, Li Shangfu, for engaging in
“significant transactions” with
Russia’s main arms exporter.

The US said the purchas-
es of Russian Sukhoi Su-35
fighter jets and S-400 surface-
to-air missiles by China’s
Equipment Development
Department (EDD) of Ministry
of Defence has violated US
sanctions on Russia.

It was the first time the
Trump administration target-
ed a third country with its
Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act of 2017 (CAATSA),
designed to punish Russia for
its seizure of Crimea and other
activities.

While the Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Geng
Shuang on Friday expressed
outrage and asked Washington
to revoke the decision or face
consequences, China’s military

today expressed indignation
over the move.

“The Chinese military
expressed strong indignation
and opposition to US sanctions
on the equipment develop-
ment department of the
Chinese military and its direc-
tor,” the state-run China Daily
quoted a military spokesman as
saying.

Col Wu Qian, a spokesman
for the Ministry of National
Defence said that the military
cooperation between China
and Russia is within the normal
range of cooperation between
sovereign states in accordance
with international laws, and the
US has no right to interfere.

The US move has trampled
on the basic norms of interna-
tional relations in a full embod-
iment of hegemonism, seri-
ously damaging relations
between the two countries and
their armies, he said.

The Chinese military urged
the US to correct its mistake
and withdraw sanctions, or
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AUS district court has sen-
tenced a Pakistani-origin

businessman to three years of
probation for procuring and
unlawfully exporting material
and equipment to Pakistan for
its military.

Imran Khan of North
Haven in Connecticut was sen-
tenced in Bridgeport to three
years of probation, the first six
monhs of which the 44-year-old
Khan must serve in home con-
finement for violating US export
law. Khan has also been ordered
to perform 100 hours of com-

munity service and pay a $3,000
fine. First six months of the
three-year probation is in home
confinement, John Durham,
US Attorney for the District of
Connecticut, said Friday.

According to court docu-
ments and statements made in
court, from at least 2012 to
December 2016, Khan and two
of his family members engaged
in a scheme to purchase goods
that were controlled under the
Export Administration
Regulations (EAR) and to
export those goods without a
license to Pakistan, in violation
of the EAR.
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UN chief Antonio Guterres
will travel to India early

next month, his first trip to the
country as head of the world
body that coincides with the
commencement of events
marking the 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi.

The Secretary-General will
arrive in New Delhi on October
1. His visit coincides with the
beginning of events to celebrate
the 150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi on October
2 next year, Deputy Spokesman
for the UN Secretary-General
Farhan Haq told reporters here
Friday. On October 1, Guterres
will formally open the new UN
House in New Delhi and on
October 2, the Secretary-
General will participate in the
closing session of the Mahatma
Gandhi International
Sanitation Convention.  

During the visit, he will
meet President Ram Nath
Kovind, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
on October 3.  He will also
meet with Speaker of the Lok
Sabha Sumitra Mahajan before
giving a lecture at the India
Habitat Centre on Global
Affairs on the theme ‘Global
challenges, global solutions’.
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Favourites India have no grounds
for complacency as they wait to
see 'which' Pakistan turns up in

the Asia Cup here on Sunday, well
aware of the unpredictable arch-
rivals' penchant for surprising not just
opponents but themselves, too.

India are eyeing a place in the
final after three wins in as many
matches, while Pakistan will look to
step up their game in the Super Four
match, after a scare against
Afghanistan.

India walloped Pakistan by eight
wickets in the group game three days
ago but if history is any indication, the
Men in Blue will take their traditional
rivals lightly at their own peril.

After being made to work hard by
minnows Hong Kong in their
tournament opener, India got their act
together in the much-awaited group
game against Pakistan and produced
a clinical display to make short work
of Sarfraz Ahmed's team.

Chasing a small target, India
were hardly tested as a half-century
from skipper Rohit Sharma ensured
that the team was home with as many
as 21 overs to spare.

Even without their talismanic
captain Virat Kohli, the Indian batting
looked formidable and lived up to the
billing by scoring freely on surfaces
that are not really perfect for stroke-
play.

Opening the innings, Rohit was
at his fluent best against Pakistan and
followed that up with another fine
knock of 83 in the seven-wicket win
over Bangladesh, more than making
up for the failure against Hong Kong.

Rohit's opener
partner, Shikhar Dhawan
found himself amongst
the runs after a torrid
time in England's seaming
conditions, scoring in all
three matches, including a
century against Hong Kong.

The middle-order duo of Ambati
Rayudu and Dinesh Karthik will
again look to grab the opportunity
with both hands by making useful
contributions in the big game.

Rayudu missed out against
Bangladesh after making an unbeaten
31 in the group game against Pakistan.

Veteran Mahendra Singh Dhoni

managed to spend some
time in the middle on
Friday, remaining
unbeaten on 33 off 37
balls. Then there is
Kedar Jadhav, who has

often proved his worth with the bat
besides his bowling.

Coming back to the ODI side
after more than a year, Ravindra Jadeja
marked the occasion with a fine four-
wicket haul against Bangladesh, and
he seemed hungry for more. Pakistan
will be wary of the threat posed by the
left-arm spinner, who is also a handy
bat lower down the order.

India will
look to the pace
duo of
Bhuvneshwar
Kumar and

Jasprit Bumrah to make the initial
breakthroughs and put Pakistan on
the backfoot before the spinners are
introduced.

Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep
Yadav are the two mainline spinners,
but it was Kedar, who picked up the
most number of wickets among the
slow bowlers in the last game against
Pakistan.

Pakistan will look up to their
seasoned campaigner Shoaib Malik
for inspiration. All-rounder Malik
made 43 against India and saved his
team the blushes with a crucial knock
against a spirited Afghanistan on
Friday night.

Opener Fakhar Zaman, who
made a name for himself with a
match-winning hundred against India
in the final of Champions Trophy last
year, flopped in their first game here.

Fakhar will look to make amends
and so will be the likes of batsmen
Babar Azam, Sarfraz and Iman-ul-
Haq.

Pakistan's another cause of
concren is the form of their strike
bowler Mohammad Aamir, who has
not been among the wickets in recent
time.

While the left-arm pacer failed to
deliver against India in the group
game, he was not played against
Afghanistan. The likes of Hasan Ali
and Usman Khan will have to step up
their game if their team is to do well.

�B
�
India: Rohit Sharma (captain),
Shikhar Dhawan, Ambati Rayudu,
Dinesh Karthik, MS Dhoni, Manish
Pandey, Kedar Jadhav,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Jasprit
Bumrah, Khaleel Ahmed,
Siddharth Kaul, Kuldeep Yadav,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Ravindra Jadeja,
Deepak Chahar
Pakistan: Fakhar Zaman, Imam-ul-
Haq, Babar Azam, Shan Masood,
Sarfraz Ahmed(captain), Shoaib
Malik, Haris Sohail, Shadab Khan,
Mohammad Nawaz, Faheem
Ashraf, Hasan Ali, Junaid Khan,
Usman Khan, Shaheen Afridi, Asif
Ali, Mohammad Amir. 
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Hailing his team's "clinical
performance" against

Bangladesh, India skipper Rohit
Sharma says they would look to
replicate the show in Sunday's
Super Four Asia Cup match against
arch-rivals Pakistan here.

Rohit played another classy
knock after comeback man
Ravindra Jadeja picked up a four-
wicket haul to set up a seven-wicket
win over Bangladesh on Friday.

"It was a clinical performance
from the start. We bowled very well
and we always knew it was going
to be better batting under the
lights. Very good from everyone. It
was important on a pitch like that
to rotate the bowlers and now allow
the batsmen to settle," Rohit said at
the presentation ceremony.

India bowled out Bangladesh,
who batted first, for a paltry 173,
and then chased down the target
with plenty to spare.

India's bowling show was led
by left-arm spinner Jadeja, who was
making a comeback to the one-day
team after more than a year.

"We wanted to rotate the
bowlers in shorter spells. It was a
challenge for us, but I think they
responded well. We always knew if
we stuck to tight lines, the wickets
would come.

"Jadeja, playing an ODI after a
long time, to come out and bowl
like that was a great effort from
him. Great effort from everyone, I
don't want to single out anyone,"
said Rohit, who scored an unbeaten
83.

India next play against
traditional rivals Pakistan, having
already beaten them in the group
stage.

Rohit said, "When everything
goes to plan, it looks easy. We will
go back and recover and come back
fresh against Pakistan and try to
replicate this performance."

Bangladesh skipper Mashrafe
Mortaza urged his batsmen to
shoulder more responsibility.

"From the start we kept losing
wickets. Today we were just all over
the place," Mortaza said.

"If you score 170, it's a difficult
ask of the bowlers. The batsmen
need to take responsibility,
especially after failing to score in
back-to-back matches.

"The next match is against a
tough team with good bowlers. We
need to bat well."

Bangladesh batsmen faltered
again, having come a cropper in the
run chase against Afghanistan on
Thursday night.

However, India were hardly
troubled in the chase after Rohit
and Shikhar Dhawan (40 off 47)
provided a solid start with a 61-run
stand.

Dhawan, like in the game
against Pakistan, looked in good
touch but was not able play a long
innings.

Rohit changed gears after
Dhawan's departure, bringing up
his 36th ODI fifty with a towering
hit off Shakib Al Hasan over deep
mid-wicket. 
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Ravindra Jadeja kept count of
the number of days he was out

of India's One-day squad and
once in, he made it count with four
wickets, and stated "I don't have"
to prove anything to anyone.

The left-arm spinner, who is
also a handy bat, returned, in his
own words, after around 480 days,
with very impressive figures of
4/29 and bagged the Man-of-the-
Match Award in India's seven-
wicket win over Bangladesh in the
Asia Cup.

"I will always remember this
comeback because I returned to
the team after a gap of around 480
days. The earlier gaps have not
been this long," Jadeja told
reporters at the post-match press
conference.

Making a statement of sorts, he
said, "I don't have to prove
anything to anyone. What my
ability is, I need to sharpen it. I
don't have to show anyone what I
can do. I need to challenge myself."

With less than a year left for
the 2019 World Cup, Jadeja might
have sent a timely reminder to the
selectors about his prowess, but he
said he was not thinking that far
ahead.

"The World Cup is still some
time away, we're going to play a lot
of matches before that, and I can't
comment on that yet. My ambition
is to perform the way I did today
whenever I get the opportunity.

"Can't think about it now. My

focus is to perform in this series."
Jadeja, back in the Indian

One-Day International team for
the first time since July 2017,
foxed the Bangladesh batting line-
up with his smart bowling.

"Even in Test cricket, because
the last few series have been
overseas, I haven't been getting
chances consistently. So I was
determined that whenever I get
the chance I will perform, that's all
that I can control. I was only
focused about my own game and
how I can improve further," he
said.

The Saurashtra cricketer is
known for his ability to bowl his
spinning deliveries quickly.

"On a slow wicket, you have to
bowl with more of your own
effort. On a normal wicket, the
ball goes through quickly after
bouncing so it doesn't give the
batsman as much time. But on a
slow wicket you have to bowl with
more effort," said Jadeja.

Asked about Sunday's Super
Four match against arch-rivals
Pakistan, he said, "Be it India-
Pakistan or any other country,
playing for India is a matter of
pride. But India-Pakistan is
something everyone is excited
about." 
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Young Jemimah Rodrigues scored a power-
packed 40-ball 57 as Indian women won

the third T20 International against Sri Lanka
by five wicket here on Saturday.

India now enjoy an unassailable 2-0 lead
in the five-match series with the second
encounter being a washout.

Opting to field, India restricted the
islanders to 131/8 with Shashikala Siriwardene
(35) and Nilakshi de Silva (31) being the chief
contributors. India comfortably chased down
the target in 18.2 overs.

For India, rookie medium pacer
Arundhati Reddy kept things tight with
figures of 2/19 in four overs. Skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur also chipped in with a
couple of wickets in the penultimate over.

In reply, Rodrigues anchored the chase
with six boundaries and two huge sixes adding
53 runs for the fourth wicket with
Harmanpreet (24).

The two sixes came off pacers -- one off
Udeshika Prabodhani and other off Sreepali
Weerakoddy.

Rodrigues had scored 36 in the first T20

International.
While Harmanpreet and Rodrigues were

both dismissed in the same over by Chamari
Atapattu, India didn't panic with only 19 runs
to get.

Veda Krishnamurthy (11 no) and Anuja
Patil (8 no) completed the chase without much
difficulty.

It was Patil, who hit a boundary off
Prabodhani, to bring up their second win in
the series.
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Disgraced cricketers Steve Smith
and David Warner made

stunning returns to Australian cricket
on Saturday, with the pair both
notching up big scores in front of
some of the largest grade-level
crowds the country has seen.

Former captain Smith looked as
though he had not a missed beat,
with a classy 85 of 92 deliveries for
Sutherland against Mosman in New
South Wales grade cricket.

He was greeted with loud
applause from hundreds of fans
when he walked out to the pitch at
Sydney's Glenn McGrath Oval,
supporters delighted to see a return
of his trademark fidgeting at crease.

"It's awesome to see him playing,"
Sutherland teammate Shane Watson
told Cricket Australia's official website.

"I'd prefer him to be playing for
Australia, but the support that he got,
the warm applause when he scored

runs and also when he got out shows
that everyone is supporting him."

Some 30 kilometres (19 miles)
north at Coogee Oval, former
Australian vice-captain Warner
smashed a century from 98 balls in
his Australia return for club side

Randwick-Petersham against St
George.

The impressive innings included
a huge six hit out of the ground, to
the delight of hundreds of onlookers
crammed into the small ground.

"It's great to have him back,"
cricket fan Kim Perry said. "He's a
great entertainer for Australian
cricket."

The pair are serving one-year
suspensions from international and
state cricket for the scandal, while
opener Cameron Bancroft was
banned for nine months.

"I think they will probably
welcome them (Smith and Warner)
back after they've done their time.
Not before," said 82-year-old cricket
fan.

Smith and Warner are expected
to spend more time at their respective
grade-level clubs in New South Wales
this summer if they decide not to join
the new Twenty20 competition in the
UAE.
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Pakistan all-rounder Hasan Ali along with
Afghanistan duo of Asghar Afghan and Rashid

Khan have been fined 15 per cent of their match
fees for different incidents during their Super Four
match in the Asia Cup on Friday.

They have also received one demerit point each
for breaching Level 1 of the ICC Code of Conduct.

Afghanistan skipper had brushed his shoulder
with Hasan as he passed him while taking a run
when he was bowling the 37th over.

The incident involving Hasan happened in the
33rd over of Afghanistan's innings when he
threatened to throw the ball towards striker
Hashmatullah Shahidi off his own bowling.

Rashid was charged and fined for giving a send-
off to Asif Ali in the 47th over of Pakistan innings

Hasan and Asghar were found guilty of
breaching Article 2.1.1 of the ICC Code of
Conduct for Players and Player Support Personnel,
which relates to "conduct that is contrary to the
spirit of the game", while Rashid was found to have
violated Article 2.1.7, which deals with "using
language, actions or gestures which disparage or
which could provoke an aggressive reaction from
a batsman upon his/her dismissal during an
International Match," according to an ICC release.

While Hasan and Rashid have received demerit
points for the first time, it is the second occasion
that Asghar has been handed a demerit point within
a 24-month period.

In February 2017, Asghar received a reprimand
and one demerit point for showing dissent against
an umpire's decision in an ODI against Zimbabwe.
As such, he now has two demerit points.

After the match, all the three players pleaded
guilty to the offences and accepted the sanctions

proposed by Andy Pycroft of the Elite Panel of ICC
Match Referees.

The charges were levelled by on-field umpires
Anil Chaudhary and Shaun George, third umpire
Rod Tucker and fourth umpire Anis-ur-Rahman.

Level 1 breaches carry a minimum penalty of
an official reprimand, a maximum penalty of 50
per cent of a player's match fee, and one or two
demerit points. 

Earlier on late Friday night, Experienced
Shoaib Malik conjured up a crucial unbeaten 51
under pressure as Pakistan survived a scare from
Afghanistan, winning their Super Four match of
the Asia Cup by three wickets.

Chasing a competitive 258 to win, Pakistan
overhauled the target with just three balls to spare
with former captain Malik playing the match-
winning knock from 43 balls.

Pakistan required 10 runs from the last over
and Malik dispatched pacer Aftab Alam for a six
and four after playing a dot ball.

Wickets kept falling for Pakistan with star
Afghan spinner Rashid Khan yet again proving his
utility with a three-wicket haul but Malik held his
nerves to keep one end tight.
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You credit a lot of your early influ-
ences to the way they have shaped
you, but obviously, as a person and
then the actor you have become.
What were those influences?

Growing up in Press Enclave, I was surrounded
with journalists, intellectuals and their families,
so there was a certain culture vibe. I was quite a
naughty kid and very spoilt by my grandparents
as I used to live with them. I was very close to
my maternal grandfather and my strongest
memories are of him dropping me off to school
(Gyan Bharati) every morning and the conver-
sations we had. I don’t remember a single day
when he didn’t walk me to school. He was an
extremely learned man and I was very attached
to him, imbibing my fundamentals. So whenev-
er I come to Delhi, it reminds me a lot of my
grandfather. In that sense, this city is my influ-
encer.

I think the times that you have spent in life
before you became an actor, when you have
been living life just as anybody else has, make a
very big part of whatever it is that you portray
later because those are the associations, memo-
ries and experiences that help you interpret dif-
ferent kinds of situations and scenarios. For
example, Batti Gul Meter Chalu is a very grass-
root film, a very heartland film. It’s a film about
simple people, their problems and their inter-
personal relationships and to be able to recreate
that as an actor convincingly, you have to draw
from certain real life experiences that I have
had first-hand.

Is this film a satiric comedy? How would 
you classify it?
I would say that the film is very quirky and
entertaining. I actually feel that there are two
films in one film because the first half of the
film is about friendships, their inter-currents,
dreams and aspirations, and the second half of
it is the reality of life as it challenges them, the
social issues and electricity being the funda-
mental human right to access. How power sup-
ply sets the everyday tenor of life and how
faulty meters and power thefts besiege the com-
mon man as he cannot identify the faceless
enemy are the big questions. Where will the
aam aadmi (common man) go and raise his

voice, who will hear him? Sitting in the comfort
of a couch, power pilferage might seem very
small and not even make the headlines of the
morning newspaper, especially when we read
that rural electrification is 100 per cent, but the
kind of impact power distribution patterns and
their abuse have on ordinary people is huge.
There’s actually a three-and-a-half minute
speech in the climax of this film, which is a
monologue delivered by me and we did it in a
single shot. It was a four-page content and it
made me cry because it spoke about the prob-
lem from a common man’s perspective with
facts and logic. India needs to hear this voice. I
was very emotionally moved by that speech
when I read the script and it stayed with me in
much the same manner that certain chapters
leave an imprint when you are reading a book. I
felt this is the reason why this film should be
made. So I signed up.

Haider and Udta Punjab dealt with socially
relevant issues. Haider spoke about the issue of
human rights in a disturbed area, a very sensi-
tive subject. Tommy Singh revealed the ugly
face of youth trapped in the menace of drug
abuse. But the issue that really bothers me these
days is that of farmers’ suicides. The agrarian
crisis is real and pan-India.

How did you process the requirements 
of these twin roles?
It was very difficult. Shooting Haider, I came
across locals, students and others up close and
got to know their perspectives. We shot in
places that were restricted and where we had
just an hour’s permit from the Army. There was
a time when our shooting was cancelled and we
were told to go back to the hotel and were not
explained why. The next day, we were told there
were two known terrorists who had been seen
doing a recce of our crew site. Udta Punjab
again dealt with a taboo subject. When I heard
the script, I was in shock because my under-
standing of Punjab was very different till then. I
was like really, is this happening? And I was
told it’s a massive problem. Your perception
might be something and that might be even
true but this is a growing menace and if you
want the rosy perception to stay, then the drug
problem has to be addressed, accepted and

dealt with. Till the time you don’t accept there’s
a problem, how will you solve it? Batti Gul... is
not as dark as intense. The format is entertain-
ing, accessible and easy to absorb. 

There was a time when issue-based films were
considered arthouse and then there was the
mainstream which dealt with the cliché of the
rich-poor divide. Now the lines have blurred
and issue-based commercial films have
gained commercial credibility. How difficult
a job it is to walk the line as an actor? 
I find it much easier. Honestly, I used to find it
very troublesome when I had to participate in
films which were too flighty for my liking. I
was 21, so I guess people thought being in col-
lege was the only thing I could pull off at that
time and that was a huge psychological barrier.
My age and my boyish looks were like an
impediment in my career because they restrict-
ed the offers that came my way. Yeh to dance
karta hai, cute lagta hai. I have struggled with
that perception for a good 10 years and it is
only in the last five years or a bit more that I
have been able to reinvent myself. During that
time, I have pushed myself very hard to search
for and take up offers which weren’t run-of-the-
mill or expected of me, which weren’t putting
me in a box. I may have lost out on mainstream
work in the process but I needed these roles. I
think as an actor it is very claustrophobic to
inhabit a confined space, though as a star it
might be satisfying. There are many cases
where people have loved stars for what they
have done in a certain space and the latter have
done exceedingly well for many years, but that’s
not my call.

I have always understood cinema as a way
of representing life, telling stories about differ-
ent people, having different experiences, feeling
enriched by those experiences, learning from
them and somewhere being impacted by them
as a human being. I saw acting as a very enrich-
ing opportunity to participate in something
that can help you understand life at a really dif-
ferent level. I mean, how many people would be
able to do so many different things in one life?
So as a profession, acting really excited me
because I could get closer to the depth of life’s
myriad experiences.

What was the film which changed your
image?
It started with Kaminey but I guess the mould
started cracking with Jab We Met. I remember
there was such a big conversation whether, as a
hero, I should wear glasses or not. It used to be
so hard to convince everybody back then that
glasses would not emasculate the hero. Or that
they didn’t signify tragedy or depression. I’m
fortunate that Imtiaz (director Imtiaz Ali) was
forward thinking and we could do things in
that film that might sound so stupid today. Yet,
it was a big deal then. I am eternally grateful for
my role in Kaminey because it provided me an
opportunity to surprise and shock people at the
same time and that, as an actor, but happens
once in a while. However, it also raised my bar.
For me to surprise people that much today is
more difficult because they have a certain
expectation and reference point. So I have to
consistently rediscover myself like I did in
Haider or Udta Punjab. The idea is to do differ-
ent films and be an Indian character from
across its geographical sweep. Now, I have
Arjun Reddy to explore.

How challenging is Batti Gul after those 
two intense performances? This one is also 
a complex character?
He’s the kind of guy you would come across
very often in life and most of the time, you
wouldn’t like him. I don’t think I’ll be very like-
able in the first half of the film because I’m not
such a nice guy; I’m pretty self-absorbed and a
little full of myself, bit oversmart, cocky, very
jugaadu, not necessarily doing the right thing,
but obviously very entertaining. The kind of
voice used is not very nice to the ears; it’s
slightly sharp, roguish, raw with a hard texture.
I have tried to make the character what he is.
But at some level, he also has to be relatable as
a human who fights when he has to.

How do you reconcile the star and the actor
within you? 
I don’t address the star so much within a film.
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But you have become a star
over time. So you cannot
completely ignore or dis-

regard it either.
I am not disregarding it. I have
a huge amount of respect for my
fans. I am very grateful for
being in that category and I
wanted to get there, it’s not like
I didn’t. But now I have grown
out of the infatuation of being a
star. You know an actor is fasci-
nated by this whole concept of
being a star and then that kind
of becomes his/her guiding
force. That’s somehow not the
best thing though. I think it’s
nice to not take yourself seri-
ously or carry the tag because
it’s a baggage that will overload
whatever it is that comes your
way. I think it’s nicer to know
that you happen to be a star but
not function on the basis of
that. You ought to be an artiste.
At least that’s who I am.

Eventually, you have to find
yourself. And whatever success
you get will be truly relevant
when you become original and
say something that is different. I
have seen people also connect to
your truth. Our audience is
actually so accepting and sensi-
tive. And the camera never lies,
so you’ve got to be honest.

Have you, therefore, eased 
your position in the fraternity
because, let’s face it, there are
industry pressures of being
seen with the right set of 
people or circuit. Have you
been accepted more than 
the initial years?
I think fundamentally I see two
things that are different. First, I
have never been somebody who
has been in the centre of the
spotlight or wanting to be the

most popular person in the
room. Having said that, I’d love
to know people and them to
know me more but that has to
happen organically and natural-
ly. I have tried at different times
in my career to be someone
who I am not and honestly I
have not enjoyed it. I think I
have my own unique personali-
ty, good or bad. And I think 15
years into the fraternity, people
may like it or not but have
come to terms with it.

Second, I think I am com-
fortable in my skin and that’s the
most important facet for every
human being. You are happy
with yourself only when you’re
happy with what you’re doing.

What has been your actor’s
workshop? What were your
first film inspirations?
There are so many films and so
many actors like Dilip sa’ab to
Balraj Sahni. But my first film
experience was at Anupam the-
atre, now PVR Anupam. It was a
documentary on white elephants
(laughs). That was my strongest
memory though not very excit-
ing. I have subsequently watched
serious classics. For example,
Sahib Bibi Aur Ghulam has been
one of my favourites. At the
same time, I loved Jackie Chan.
Yes, the Sherlock Holmes series
on TV, with Jeremy Brett, had a
deep impact. There were all
kinds of stuff but as you grow
older, obviously you need to
understand cinema and do take

it a little more seriously. My
father was also somebody who
hugely inspired me as an actor
and even though he worked
largely in television, his roles
were so fine and well-crafted. 

The same goes for my moth-
er, especially when it came to
classical dance. During her 
performances, she has been
exponentially at another level.
So what started inspiring me
was the skill that they had and
the refined movement of that
skill. It became something that 
I aspired for, the fact that they
are so good at it.

I remember attending an
acting workshop at NSD con-
ducted by Naseer sir
(Naseeruddin Shah) for only a
week where I met Randeep
Hooda too. I had, at that time,
already become an actor and
was getting some work, so I
thought ki thoda better kar lete
hain skills apne aap before kisi
ko pata chale ki bohot kharab hai
yeh (laughs). As I said, I saw my
parents work really hard to be
exceptional. It is never just
about popularity but about the
skill and drill of the craft. 

So how do you go with that
drill and process your acting
skills? Do you research? 
I am good with my instincts. I
really feel that these days, a lot
of research is done by writers
and filmmakers. The material is
in front of you, you just have to
absorb and interpret and that

happens once I start shooting. 
I stay within that character’s
defined zone for that time.
Because I feel that you can
spend six months doing a film
and after you’re out of it, you
don’t really know what it was.
That happens. So concentrated
time works for me.

How do you balance your 
family and work, now that
you’re a hands-on father? 
As someone who is transiting
through changing times, both
societally and in cinema, how
do you keep it real?
First, I want to express very can-
didly and honestly that individ-
uality is a huge part of being a
youngster today and I have gone
through this phase. I have been
living alone since I was 22. Even
though I was close to my par-
ents, I was living alone. So I am
used to this phase of wanting to
find myself and being my own
person. But it is because of this
that I also feel a family is the
bedrock of society. You truly
understand that when you have
it. So that is something I would
definitely want to say openly. I
can see that people are afraid,
unsure and sometimes not even
prepared to give so much to
something as marriage and a
home, but I feel that what you
give to it is nothing compared to
what you get from it. Whoever I
am and what I think is largely
governed by my personal life
and the space that I have today.
Even the actor that I am draws
itself from my personal space.
My family is my nucleus. Even
when there are bits of my life,
my daughter Misha, on social
media, it is an organic extension
of this fundamental truth.
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Why all these flies, why all
these gliding ghosts, why
birds and beasts, from
quality and kind, why
old men, fools and chil-

dren calculate; why all these things
change from their ordinance, their
nature, and pre-formed faculties, to
monstrous quality — why, you shall find
that heaven hath infused them with these
spirits to make them instruments of fear
and warning unto some monstrous state,”
asks Cassius in William Shakespeare’s
Julius Caesar. He tries to suggest that
when all the things around us cease to
exhibit their regular or inherent qualities
and take some horrible shape and form,
it is a warning from heaven — the unnat-
ural state of things warns us that some-
thing untoward is likely to happen.

In Julius Caesar, these were projec-
tions used to unnerve a gullible Casca
into believing that Caesar’s rise to glory
was what the heavens did not approve of.
However, it can apply even to the world
we live in today. The screaming head-
lines, the scary news reports full of spine-
chilling details that we wake up to every
morning suggest that something is rot-
ten in our seven-decade-old democracy.

There are recurrent signs of our
society going awry. Recently, three
girls died of hunger in the nation’s
Capital. In the same National Capital,
members of one family were found dead
under suspicious circumstances.
Reports suggested that they were under
duress. And why just the Capital? In
July, Jharkhand saw six members of a
family end their lives over similar rea-
sons. And just two weeks later, in the
same State, seven members of a family
committed suicide, leaving a note which
said that they were taking the extreme
step because they were in debt. They
had been unable to repay a substantial
amount of money they had borrowed
from different sources for the medical
treatment of their child. Are we grad-
ually drifting towards an orderless
society? Has it become normal for us to
read about people dying for such rea-
sons or to find out about mobs lynch-
ing people in broad daylight?

The Nirbhaya case of December
2012 was, it now seems, just a precursor
to the horrors that are now unfolding.
Reports of gang rapes continue to
appear, that too at a nauseating frequen-
cy. This tendency to treat women with
violent contempt has brought India the
kind of infamy that will take some time
to be wiped off. Nirbhayas are wronged
across the country on a daily basis — be
it in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur or Haryana’s
Jind. If the global opinion finds India
among the most unsafe places for
women, we have only ourselves to
blame. Reports about sexual exploitation
of more than 30 minor girls at a State-
supported shelter home in Bihar scream
of a collective failure for us as a society
and a country. For how long and to what
extent will this go on? 

Rise in population and the resultant
crowding that social scientists have
been warning India against for quite
some time, still continues. The fact that
it is the cause of many evils has become
common knowledge. And still, it persists
to threaten us with more mind-numb-
ingly dreadful incidents in store. 

There is another aspect to the story
that throws up a contrast. It is to do with
the rise in the Gross Domestic Product
and the growth prospects of a trillion
dollar economy. Whether it is financial
jugglery or fuzzy logic is besides the
point. Because the fact is that even these
seemingly promising statistics are hard-
ly reassuring when one looks at the social
evils staring us in the face. Because the
question is, how is this kind of progress
ever going to help us?

Governments have become the

favourite whipping boy of all and sundry
for any kind of problem that society
faces. Maybe it provides some kind of
catharsis, a vent for pent-up feelings that
mount year after year. The frustrations,
the angst, the failures, the lapses and of
course the wasted opportunities — they
all pile up and reflect in our statements
about our Government. However, we
need to introspect to find out if our ire
is directed right. An honest evaluation
will reflect that it is not. Had it been so,
we would have rid ourselves of the prob-
lems that continue to bother us  today
at the same nagging pace even after we
have had 16 Parliament Elections and
chosen 14 Prime Ministers. We could not
get the redressal of our grievances
because we have been barking up the
wrong tree. The Government is not the
problem. The problem is somewhere

else. In the society, which seems to have
lost the fundamental human qualities of
compassion, love, camaraderie and con-
cern for fellow beings, a society that has
turned paranoid, it is important to
think hard about what it is that we are
really angry about. We must try to find
out the reasons for this derailment in
society. It is a job cut out for social sci-
entists. Why does even advancement in
science and technology, or growth in
economy, or improvement in school edu-
cation fail to curb these basal tendencies?

The one word that can define the
state of our society today is ‘anomie’. As
self-interest gains precedence over
national interest, the situation only
worsens at every stage. Problems that
earlier affected smaller areas and for
shorter duration have acquired gargan-
tuan proportions. For instance, floods

used to be a regular feature in various
areas of several States as swollen rivers
would run amok. But with every pass-
ing year, boundaries of the areas affect-
ed by such a calamity keep expanding.
There are areas where people have start-
ed to dread the rainy season. And the
same applies to droughts. Only a couple
of months ago, parched farm lands
forced farmers to end their lives. Come
winter and long duration of widespread
fog affects life in many regions. We have
not improved our handling of these
problems. We have become more vulner-
able. Because our standard response to
this is complaining about the aid in the
form cash and kind. It’s simply conve-
nient to talk about the role of the
Government,  write  some angr y
Facebook posts, and eventually forget
about what happened. We fail to talk
about the role of individuals in creating
an environment for sustainable develop-
ment, in identifying ways through which
we can help our society and our econo-
my progress simultaneously.

Commercialisation and commodifi-
cation of everything has brought our
society to an impasse. Posts on Facebook,
Twitter, and WhatsApp do indicate that
people at least understand that some-
thing wrong has happened and that they
want to create awareness about it. But it
should not stop at just that. Our duty as
individuals should not begin with read-
ing those posts and end with forward-
ing them with one or two added com-
ments. There is a need to think of the
remedies to reinvent society. The first
thing that is needed is ‘renovision’ — a
different, perhaps more rational way, to
look at the problems that face our soci-
ety. We have been playing the blame
game for far too long.

When we invoke the Constitution,
our focus should not be on just the fun-
damental rights. It is about time we gave
a thought to our fundamental duties, too.
Our emphasis on technology-based edu-
cation has, at some instances, come at the
expense of inculcating the right values
and inspiring interest in the social sci-
ences. Progress cannot be guaranteed by
technological advancement alone. It
comes from a proper attitude. The atti-
tude that guides one to think right and
drives one to act right. 

For decades, our focus has been on
functional literacy. Computer literacy,
too, quickly acquired a place of impor-
tance in our scheme of development. But
in this process, we might have made the
blunder of neglecting ethical literacy. It
is time for us to go back to the basics.
Ethics will form the very core of our
development as a society. As individu-
als, we clearly and urgently need to get
much better at being able to discriminate
between right and wrong. As Swami
Vivekananda once said: “So long as the
millions live in hunger and ignorance, I
hold every person a traitor who, having
been educated at their expense, pays not
the least heed to them!”
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Naturally given to offer-
ing his readers slice-of-
life tales, bureaucrat-

author Mukul Kumar seems to
be on a quest to solve possibly
mankind’s oldest puzzle —
marriage. The result is his sec-
ond novel, Seduction by Truth,
which will be released by
Bloomsbury, India just before
Dussehra in October. 

Belonging to the Indian
Railway Traffic Service, Mukul
is a civil servant of the 1997
batch. In his successful career
of 20 years, Kumar distin-
guished himself from others
with his dedication to service
in the Indian Railways. He has
been honoured with the
National Award for outstand-
ing performance by the
Ministry of Railways. The offi-
cer takes pride in and draws
immense satisfaction from his
service. He fondly shares,
“Individual efforts, even the
small ones, that are aimed at
keeping the wheel moving,
and helping the huge popula-
tion reach their destinations
fill me with a thrilling sense of
service.” Kumar holds a senior
and an important position in
Northern Railway, Delhi.

Passion and love for liter-
ature is something that he has
inherited from his father, a
professor of English Literature.
He would often talk to Kumar
about accomplished authors
and introduce him to their
worlds of imagination when
he was enjoying his early
school days in Bihar. Poetry
came naturally to this little
author, then. He started com-
posing poems as early as when
he was in Class VIII. His cre-
ative sensibilities were first
embodied in an anthology of
English poems — The
Irrepressible Echoes, which was
published in 2012 at Nagpur.
Kumar had lots of stories to

share with the world — stories
of young minds, old people,
and couples in love. Now, he
shares stories of couples strug-
gling with dwindling passion
in marriage. Kumar has a pen-
chant for going into the seem-
ingly inaccessible recesses of
human psyche, reading the
human behaviour and crafting
lifelike characters that readers
can instantly relate to. His
writings show the conflict
between individual and soci-
ety. Philosophy, mythology
and poetic style complete the
package of Kumar’s writing.  

Seduction by Truth is a
bold and unorthodox take on
marriage. It deals with the dip
in passion when the initial
gloss of attraction between the
spouses dries up after a few
years of marriage. It spins a
story about what happens after
that. Can desire be renewed or
is overstepping the bounds of
marriage the only panacea for
passion? Daringly yet honestly,
Kumar has captured the sensi-
tive truths about marriage,
adultery, society, and tradition,
which many couples grapple
with in the modern world. 

Dark realities like marital
rape and deprivation of sex
have been portrayed in a sub-
tle and sensitive manner in
this narrative. The author has
very diligently tried to study
the matrix of sex, love and
trust in marriage through the
protagonist’s extramarital rela-
tions with many women.
While writing about adultery,
the author adds complexity to
the narrative as ideas about
revenge, religion, and gender
roles also creep into the
account. Shiva, the protago-
nist, calls his journey an act of
“intellectual masculinity” even
as he struggles with handling
the complex emotions emerg-
ing in the course. It’s a unique

journey which has to do with
Shiva’s attempts at ‘winning’
against his adulterous wife and
at fulfilling the void of sex in
his life. It also deals with
Shiva’s need to study the
behaviour of other couples in
order to understand marriage
as a social institution.
Eventually, Shiva’s journey
takes a spiritual turn when he

begins to seek redemption.
The novel tries to understand
the complexities of marriage,
studying the bond between a
husband and a wife as distinct
individuals. It rethinks accept-
ed ideas and analyses adultery
in fresh light. Since the setting
of the story involves many
countries, the readers get a
peep into Hindu, Islamic, and
Christian traditions and
beliefs about marriage and
sex. The narrative travels
through the posh suburbs of
Delhi, the land of Baku in
Azerbaijan, and then through
the Renaissance country, Italy. 

Through this novel,
Kumar has tried to distinguish
the woman from a wife, a man
from the husband, the extraor-
dinary from the tradition, and
the absolute truth from
deduced truth. He concludes
that there is no absolute truth.
Seduction by Truth gives the
woman the centre stage. It
argues that she can unapolo-
getically choose to be a
woman first, and a wife later.
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You never know what the
voter will do. Will have to
wait till 2019,” says Kapil
Sibal in the conclusion to his
new book titled Shades of

Truth: A Journey Derailed. As he pens
his ideas and thoughts in his latest liter-
ary presentation, he is quite vociferous
when talking about the current political
situation and what the upcoming Lok
Sabha Elections might bring along. As
the reader moves along the writer’s line
of thought in this comfortably sized
book spanning around 250 pages, his
detailing of how the Indian society has
developed fault lines in the past four
years since the installation of the Modi
Government in 2014 comes across
sharply and unabashedly.

Through his book, Kapil Sibal has
presented his case on why the Modi
Government should not be voted back
to power. The Congressman’s antagonist
Modi becomes the protagonist in his
book. He recounts how Modi, by way of
his mesmerising and magical speeches
and tongue-in-cheek acronyms, has suc-
ceeded in misleading the voter into dis-
trusting the Congress. He further
explains how Modi has created a poor
image where the Congress has been
inefficient and corrupt not only in the

past few years but all through the 60
years of its rule at the Centre.

The reader is duly escorted through
India’s journey from being hailed as a
culturally and socially diverse country in
the past to being called a dubious and
deviant society that has little or no
respect for peace and harmony. This
bipolarity is evident in all spheres of life
in modern India. India, as the largest
democracy in the world, has been wit-
ness to some of the most tempestuous
times in its history, either on account of
numerous invasions and attacks that
time and again convulsed the nation or
on account of its own dogmas and preju-
dices that left an indelible impression on
the cultural and social canvas of India. 

History is also witness to the fact
that we as a race are quite resilient and
have mostly responded positively to
change during upheavals and vicissi-
tudes alike. Be it the two decades of
colonial suppression or the aftermath of
a painful Partition, India has always
picked up the pieces and managed to
reconstruct itself.

After all, we are a country of 1.3 bil-
lion with a diverse culture and an envi-
able heritage to back us. Despite the ten-
sions and turmoil that accompanied
India’s struggle for Independence, new-

found freedom in the post-Independence
era presented a tabula rasa with enor-
mous potential to create a safe, secular
and sustainable model of a nation for
others to envy and replicate.
Unfortunately, over the past four years,
the BJP seems to have missed the bus
and has afflicted the nation with intoler-
ance, boorishness and bigotry. India is
grappling with issues such as caste-
based reservation and politics, gau rak-
sha, women safety and gender equality,
corruption and religious fanaticism. 

Lucid and simple in its style of
writing, the book also captures the
events leading up to the Congress’s
debacle in 2014. It starts with scams
like 2G and Coalgate and ends with
Anna Hazare’s Arab Spring, which had

people convinced that the Congress
Government had to go. Sibal also
blames the CAG (Comptroller and
Auditor General of India) for having
acted in a partisan manner. However,
he does not make any effort to admit
that corruption did take place in
Spectrum and Coal allocations while
dismissing them as false propaganda by
the BJP and CAG. According to him,
Modi rule has compromised on each of
the three pillars of democracy — judi-
ciary, executive, and media. 

Normally, a book written by a
politician is reviewed critically and
consumed with a pinch of salt, taking
into consideration the bias that the
writer might have. But, besides being a
politician, Kapil Sibal is also an astute

lawyer and a Harvard graduate. That’s
why his claims in the book are accom-
panied by convincing arguments. But
still, the fact that he’s a Congressman
cannot be fully ignored.

Personally, it would have been a
delight to read about the good things
that the Modi Government has done
during its tenure as well because that
would have made the book a more bal-
anced read. Just like it would be inter-
esting to hear Modi saying that whatev-
er happened in the country in the past
70 years was not all that bad. From the
point of view of the anti-Modi brigade,
the book is a must-read, although one
does get a feeling of déjà vu at points as
the book progresses. For die-hard Modi
bhakts, it’s a serious no-no.
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During the fourth innings of
the first Test in Cape Town

against South Africa earlier
this year, India was set a mod-
est target in challenging con-
ditions. Part of the commen-
tary team for the series, former
South African great Jonty
Rhodes commented, “How
India bat in this innings will
define how they bat in the rest
of the series and on the tour to
England and Australia later this
year.” His words have turned
out to be profoundly prophet-
ic so far.

Good beginnings are cru-
cial in Test cricket. Only the
great West Indies team of the
1970s and 1980s were masters
of winning from being behind
the curve in a series. But even
with them it was an exception.
The great Australians of the
1990s and 2000s invariably
won series by making a strong
impression in the first Test of
most series they played. Great
victories in the first games
were enough to deflate opposi-
tions for the rest of the series.
By the middle of most series,
the Aussies had done and dust-
ed most oppositions. First
games define a series more
often than not. Good teams
realise it, great teams capitalise
on it. India, though, have want-
ed to prove Jonty Rhodes right.

Behind both series losses
lies the fact that perhaps the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) is working to
maul Indian Test cricket per-
formances overseas. India

began the South Africa tour
without a practice game and
the one before the first Test at
Edgbaston was a token. This
showed utter lack of serious-
ness and how low in impor-
tance Test cricket was in the
Indian mindset. It is something
even the usually pro-India
Sunil Gavaskar criticised.

India lost some unques-
tionably winnable games
against a team that was a bas-
ket case with issues on and off
the field: Openers in poor
form; a captain in iffy touch; an
all-rounder with a pending
court appearance; an ageing

seam bowling unit and untest-
ed second-in-line bowlers.
Could one have asked 
for an easier opposition? As for
India, one may have reckoned
they’d have consolidated the
biggest problem area 
after the Test series in South
Africa: top order batting. But
did it happen?

After this series, though,
there is a greater credibility cri-
sis over the International
Cricket Council’s Test rankings.
Number one teams are sup-
posed to have at least an edge
over their rivals. It is the oppo-
site now. India is still the num-

ber one side after a 2-1 defeat
in South Africa and a 4-1
defeat in England. This is a
travesty of the sport’s rankings.
Midway in the series India’s
head coach Ravi Shastri had
the gall to say that Indian had
won three series abroad. He
didn’t mention those were
against weak teams like Sri
Lanka and the West Indies:
This is poor mental form.

Indian Test batting in
demanding overseas conditions
is the worst casualty of the
Indian Premier League. In
England (and South Africa),
almost every batsman barring

Kohli was called out for his
technique and temperament.
The two losses in South Africa
and the two out of the four loss-
es in England happened when
the Indian team were in win-
ning positions. They choked
exactly like they have in the past
and like their batting ancestors
of yore. They don’t have the
bloody-mindedness to guts it
out when it matters. But batting
masterclasses don’t happen in
England even for their home
batsmen without preparation.

Kohli spoke much about
“intent” like he did in South
Africa, but it now sounds mis-

placed. While he may have the
game, skill and mental strength
to mould his batting according
to the opposition, the condi-
tions and the game situation,
his peers are mortals. Has he
been unfair in assessing the
individual capacity of his bats-
men to perform under pres-
sure? The way they batted
when set a target, one doubts
they’d even be able to chase 100
runs in the fourth innings
under straining circumstances.

The bowlers got great
praise for their sustained
aggression. However, they too
failed to deliver the killer blow

twice at critical junctures in the
series. Sean Curran and Adil
Rashid made them pay with
the bat. This pattern too is well
established in Indian Test crick-
et history. During crunch
moments, they have not pro-
duced yorkers they bring out in
the shorter format. All this now
makes Ishant Sharma a player
who has been part of three con-
secutive Test tours to England
where he has bowled very well
and the series has been lost.

Ravi Shastri has now spo-
ken of having proper tour
games before the Test match-
es in Australia. It has taken two
series to figure that basic fact
an armchair cricket viewer will
know. But even without their
frontline batsmen like Steven
Smith and David Warner, the
Aussies have a bowling attack
to rattle any batting line-up in
home conditions. Except for
Kohli, there is no assurance in
India’s batting. 

Therefore, prepare for
another series loss in advance.
Like they’d have had in the past,
India will have their chances.
And like they have in the past,
the best way to watch them lose
will be to put them in a winning
situation. For it now seems they
fear success more than failure.
The former is new and scary;
the latter is old and estab-
lished. India’s Test cricketers are
respectful of tradition.

(The writer teaches at the
Jindal School of Liberal Arts &
Humanities)
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Recently the Ministry of Power (MoP)
issued a notification to set temperature

of air conditioners (ACs) as default at 24
degrees Celsius in all major commercial
establishments such as airports, hotels,
shopping malls, offices and Government
buildings to save electricity and 
reduce emissions.

Manufacturers of ACs are asked to
maintain default temperature and are also
advised to set a label on ACs indicating the
optimum temperature as part of consumer
awareness which can help consumers to
make informed decisions. This announce-
ment by the Ministry drew huge public
response from various sectors. A few appre-
ciated the move and others simply raised
questions about attempts by the Government
to control the personal choice of service.

Understanding defaults
In the case for ACs, default temperature

is the temperature which is automatically
assigned by the company or maker when the
machine is switched on. It is a setting or posi-
tion that has been pre-selected but can be
changed by the users if they wish to do so.
This is a mass default as it applies to all con-
sumers of a product or service, without tak-
ing consumers’ individual characteristics or
preferences into account.

In setting default, policymakers take ini-
tial decision for consumers without their
knowledge (occasionally) but also keep a
scope of changing that decision if 
they want to.

Many of us fail to acknowledge that
defaults have become part of our lives. Take
an example of wallpaper of laptops or mobiles
when we unpack it for first time. That wall-
paper is a default; it will stay unchanged until
we change it. Similarly we have lot of default
setting in MS office which will not change until
we do it. Research in various fields e.g. deci-
sions to buy insurance, organ donation,
breaking unhealthy food habits, improving
environmental concerns, addressing privacy
concerns in various countries have shown that
policymakers made decision as a reference on
behalf of users and set a default for users’ wel-
fare which resulted in positive outputs.

An experimental study was conducted
by Danieal Pichert and Konstantinos V
Katsikopoulous in 2008 in which they
noted that consumers use more of green
electricity (electricity generated from renew-
able resource) given to them as default as
compared non-green electricity. In other
study named “Can indifference make the
world greener”, Johan Egebark and Mathias
Ekstrom in 2013 conducted a natural field
experiment in which they changed the
default setting of printers from “print on one

side” to “print on both sides” at a universi-
ty and noticed 15 per cent reduction of paper
consumption for printing.

From the above studies, it is evident that
when people are provided with environment
friendly options as default, they tend to stick
to it and do not take decision to opt out of
it until their intention changes or their
requirement of the service changes.

Faulty defaults or restricting choice
Defaults are portrayed as mechanism to

ensure welfare of society but there is scep-
ticism around their adoption as it is seen as
authoritarian and paternalist move by the
Government to make choice for the con-
sumers. But, these settings are usually based
on libertarian paternalism (the term was
coined by Richard H Thaler and Cass R
Sunstein in 2003) which suggests that it is
possible and legitimate for private and pub-
lic institutions to affect the behaviour of con-
sumers along their freedom of choice. The
libertarian aspect insists that people should
be free to opt out of a specified arrangement
and should be able to make their decision,
whereas paternalistic aspect emphasised on
the autonomy of private and public institu-
tions to make attempts to influence con-
sumers’ choice for the welfare of society.

The libertarian paternalism is consid-
ered as a weak and non-intrusive type of
paternalism as choices are not blocked and
does not impose huge sum of cost for devi-
ating from the policymakers’ option.

But what is the extent of paternalism and
liberalism used in devising defaults? Is it 50-

50? The answer may depend on the condi-
tions on which defaults are set. Defaults are
set because users are not always rational in
their decision making and bound by their
habits, intentions and lack of enough infor-
mation. If consumers are overloaded with
information which is complex and difficult
to understand, then they don’t tend to choose
the best available option rather they opt for
first available option or option that satisfies
the minimum requirements (known as sat-
isficing) at less effort and cost.

In general, defaults are for welfare of soci-
ety and therefore sticking to default can be
considered as a rational decision as it can save
time, effort and money.

Default setting remained unchanged by
the consumers when it is completely unob-
served by the users or when it is not affect-
ing the users adversely. But, if the default
goals are unrealistic i.e. if they are too low
or too high as compared to self set goals, then
they will detrimentally affect behaviour of
users and the impact can be negative or pos-
itive depending on the reason of default.

It is observed that unrealistic and extreme
defaults are less likely to stick for long peri-
od of time and can be rejected by consumers
especially when they do not trust the policy
makers who are devising default setting.

Way ahead: Smart default
Air conditioning technology is one of

the technologies which is predicted to be
widely adopted in coming days especially
when the temperature is expected to increase
due to change in climatic conditions. When

the temperature of air conditioners is pro-
posed to be set at 24 degrees Celsius as
default for major establishments, then the
major point to keep in consideration is that
all establishments don’t have similar con-
sumers and these consumers require dif-
ferent services.

The temperature in an Information
Technology (IT) firm will have different
requirement as compared to an office or a
library. The IT firms may require keeping the
ACs at 16 degrees Celsius as they want the
machines to be maintained properly even
though this temperature is highly uncon-
formable for the employees. But a library can
easily maintain the temperature of 24 degrees
Celsius. In this case, default setting for library
can be successful but for an IT firm it may
fail. Therefore, it would be better if the mass
default can be more of smart default.

It can be a smart strategy in which var-
ious defaults can be set for various sectors
depending on their requirements of service
keeping in consideration various factors i.e.
demographic variables or climatic variables
etc. It would be relevant to observe and under-
stand the behaviour of consumers and iden-
tify the factors which nudge them towards
sticking to default and saving electricity.

This shift towards smart default 
will have better chances for sticking 
for long time.

(Vandana Maurya is a PhD scholar at
Centre for Studies in Science Policy, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi; Professor
Madhav Govind teaches at the same centre)
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While a good education system
creates values among pupils,

ultimately becoming the fabric of
social and political lives, the present
education system in India is devoid of
such characters. Aping the West,
Bharat graduated into India only to
have a lopsided education system
that is a means to an end — to lead a
luxury lifestyle at the cost of the value
system which is already at a low ebb.

And therefore, sports and music
are considered antidote to education.
The overall development of a child is
not possible without a proper set of
sports system. One-third problems of
the country are related to physical
weakness of the youth, Vivekanand
had said.

To address the issues, the Modi
Government is leaving no stone
unturned to refurbish the education
system that empowers people through
education. Under “Khelo India”
scheme, the Government is trying to
improve sport infrastructure in villages.

“One Bharat Shresth Bharat” aims
to bridge the regional disparity. The
Government is keen to synergies the
ingenious knowledge system and
modern technology. “Technology is
the biggest driver in improving the
quality of education,” said HRD
Minister Prakash Javedekar. The dig-
ital black board is one of the top pri-
orities of the Government. And efforts
are on to use technology to enhance
teachers’ skills as well.

There are several other initiatives
that aim at improving the overall con-
dition of the education system. More
than hundred new Kendriya
Vidyalayas and 62 new Navodaya
Vidalayas have been opened during
the last four years. Ekalavya Model
Residential schools will be opened in
the tribal areas.

Despite these praiseworthy ini-
tiatives, higher education is smitten
with many ills. The scheme of upgrad-
ed autonomy is bound to create fur-
ther problems in education system. “I
am a Stephenian, a JNUite or a LSRite”
will only widen the chasm. The exist-
ing apartheid system in educational
system will further deepen if the
Government policies are not imple-
mented in toto.

The debate on the need for foreign
faculty members is picking up, even as
the concept of “Gurukul” has been
pigeonholed as traditional. Rubbing
salt into the wound is the exodus of
brains from quality educational insti-
tutions in India to the US and the EU,
indeed for greener pastures. To address
this burning issue, the Central
Government is trying to reverse the
brain drain into brain gain through the
scheme of Prime Minister Schemes of
fellowships. Though it is not enough,
well begun is half done.

One of the fundamental aims of
the education is to identify the core
values. The core values of India are
world peace and betterment of the
humanity. It flows from the cultural
heritage of India. There is need to con-
nect children with Indian heritage
along with the western tips.

(The writer is Head of the
Department of Political Science, Central
University of Haryana) 
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The British Government,
Brussels and the Brexiteers
agree that a free trade agree-

ment coupled with customs tech-
nology can prevent a hard border
in Ireland after Brexit — but can’t
agree how, in what legal frame-
work, or where, on the island of
Ireland or in the Irish Sea, those
solutions can be employed.    

Theresa May’s Chequers plan
is unpopular with Brexiteers and
Brussels alike but while the likes
of Boris Johnson want to chuck
the proposals, the EU (European
Union) is intent on cherry-pick-
ing from them. The impasse can
only be resolved by a fudge, U-
turns and climbdowns or the
collapse of negotiations.

)��B���
The Prime Minister insists the
only choice is Chequers or no
deal Brexit. May’s plan calls for
the creation of a free trade area
in goods buttressed by a com-
mon rulebook on standards and
by technology that smooths
trade and reduces customs clear-
ance time. There would be no
border checks between mainland
Britain and Northern Ireland or
on the Irish border because the
whole of the UK would be
aligned with EU standards on
goods through the common
rulebook. Britain would reserve
the right to move away from
Brussels’ rules on services,
which has been criticised by the
EU as cherry-picking access to
the Single Market.
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Did Northern Ireland want
Britain to leave the EU? 
Northern Ireland voted 55.8 per

cent in favour of the UK remain-
ing in the EU, while the overall
UK vote was only 48.1 per cent
‘remain’. The Northern Ireland
vote was split on political lines.

‘Who wanted to stay and who
wanted to leave?
The Democratic Unionist Party,
the country’s largest party, sup-
ported Brexit. Sinn Féin, the
SDLP, the Ulster Unionists,
Alliance and the Green Party
wanted to remain in the EU. The
Irish Government also support-
ed a ‘remain’ vote.

How might Brexit impact
Northern Ireland?
Northern Ireland faces the
unwelcome prospect of a hard
land border between the EU and
UK. Without careful negotiation
this may once again put North-
South relations under strain.

On some models Brexit
might also have a disproportion-
ate impact on Northern Ireland’s
economy, which is heavily reliant
on exports to the EU. The food
and agriculture sectors could be
hit hard if the UK ends up pay-
ing EU tariffs.

What about the Irish border?
Both British and Irish
Governments have stated their
commitment to preserving free
movement and trade between
north and south. Difficulties
arise from the fact that Ireland
will be the UK’s only land bor-

der with the EU trade bloc. The
EU and the Irish Governments
would prefer for the Irish Sea to
be the border between the
United Kingdom and Ireland,
avoiding the prospect of a land
border. However, unionist politi-
cians fear regulation that would
in any way drive a wedge
between Northern Ireland and
the mainland UK.

Will Brexit lead to Northern
Ireland leaving the UK?

Almost certainly not. However,
EU ministers have concluded
that Northern Ireland would
automatically rejoin the
European Union if it reunified
with Republic of Ireland.
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Chequers is anathema to
Johnson and the ERG’s Jacob
Rees-Mogg, who have declared
that would turn Britain into a
rule-taking vassal state. They
prefer a “Canada plus” trade

deal with the EU that would
leave scope to diverge from
Brussels regulation and gain a
competitive advantage but also
necessitate stricter checks. The
ERG says trusted trader schemes
and controls away from the Irish
border would help solve the
issue. Technology could be used
to prevent the need for physical
checks, the ERG has argued. It
also wants Brussels to recognise
UK agricultural rules as equiva-
lent to EU rules.

2������
Brussels has warned that fric-
tionless trade is impossible out-
side of the Single Market.  

Michel Barnier, the EU’s
chief negotiator, believes
Chequers would compromise the
integrity of the Single Market
and argues that any alignment of
standards can only apply to
Northern Ireland and not the
whole of the UK — putting a
border in the Irish Sea. 

The ERG’s technological
border claims were long ago dis-
missed by EU officials as “magi-
cal thinking”. Its agricultural
rules proposal has also been
ruled out by Brussels, which
argues standards can only be
met under the jurisdiction of the
European Court of Justice. 

The EU has called for a
“backstop” that would keep
Northern Ireland in the EU’s
custom territory and aligned
with its rules on goods, if the
UK Government’ and the
Brexiteers’ preferred options of a
free trade agreement and tech-
nological solutions fail. Without
a backstop, there will be no
Brexit deal at all, Brussels warns.

However, writing for The
Telegraph, Johnson branded that
a plot to annex Northern Ireland
because it would introduce cus-
toms checks between mainland
Britain and Northern Ireland.
The commission denies it wants
to create a new border, insisting

the checks are simply controls. 
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Barnier wants to “de-drama-
tise” the issue of the Irish bor-
der by combining a promised
trade agreement with techno-
logical solutions but these solu-
tions, reminiscent of Chequers’
“maximum facilitation”, would
be employed in the Irish Sea or
in British ports, rather than on
the Irish border.

At a recent meeting of EU-
27 Ambassadors, the commis-
sion pointed to British data that
showed that only half of goods
destined for the island of Ireland
go through Northern Ireland.

If product standards were
aligned, those goods could be
checked by simply scanning
barcodes on containers while
they were in transit rather than
checking each individual con-
tainer. This could be done by
UK officials, it has been sug-
gested, and would take care of
VAT, if the tax is levied at the
end of the chain. 

There are already controls
on animal, plant and animal
products from Britain to
Northern Ireland, which has a
separate island of Ireland vet-
erinary regulatory oversight.
After Brexit, the current system
of spot checks will have to be
replaced with checks on every
animal or product, one EU
diplomat said.

The commission told
Ambassadors the process could
be smoothened by striking facili-
tation agreements in the future
UK-EU free trade agreement for
goods, which the EU supports.
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The polio eradication
campaign’s most
anguished and difficult
years in India were
from 2005 to 2011.

This was a period when polio
exploded in large, periodic
outbreaks in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar, even though the WHO and
its partners had thrown the
equivalent of the kitchen sink at
the virus, with some of the most
intensive polio vaccination
campaigns the world had seen.
Children in parts of western Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar were being fed
polio drops once a month as
opposed to the two times a year
that was supposed to be the
norm. A new monovalent OPV
had been introduced in these
States in the hope that at least one
of the two polio virus serotypes
could be stamped out. But it was
not at all clear that any of this was
working. In 2005, after an
intensive vaccination campaign
with the new monovalent Type 1
vaccine, the number of cases of
polio in India had been brought
down to a low of 54. This led to
optimistic predictions that the
disease could be wiped out the
following year. But between 2006
and 2008, the numbers had shot
up again to nearly 900 cases.

Vaccinators and their
supervisors in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar were being stretched to
their limits by these repeated
campaigns. Some went on strike
demanding better pay. Parents
were becoming increasingly
irritated and suspicious about
these repeated knocks on their
doors by health workers forcing
polio drops on their children.

Could polio actually be
wiped out from India? Should the
Government continue to spend
money on eradicating polio, or
should it use the money to focus
on other diseases, officials asked.
Was OPV as effective as the
WHO claimed it was? All the
questions and doubts that had
been raised since the 1960s about
the right strategy to eradicate
polio surfaced again. Should the
polio campaign use IPV instead
of OPV? Should a combination of
the two be tried? Should the
polio campaign get involved in
strengthening routine childhood
immunisation instead of
concentrating solely on delivering
polio vaccine through house-to-
house campaigns? Should
improving sanitation and hygiene

be seen as part of the polio
eradication mission?

It was not just the Government
that was sceptical. A group of
Indian doctors and epidemiologists
also felt that the strategies the
WHO was pursuing would lead
nowhere. The Indian Academy of
Paediatrics, an umbrella
organisation for the country’s
paediatricians, felt that WHO’s
reliance on OPV alone was unwise,
given that efficacy of the vaccine
was low in the environmental and
social conditions that existed in the
heavily populated States of
northern India. Some decades
earlier in the 1990s, there had been
a proposal to start manufacturing
IPV in India, but that never got off
the ground. However, there
remained a strong body of
professional opinion that favoured
using IPV as well as OPV.

It was in India that the
debates over the dangers of the
Sabin vaccine and its propensity
to provoke paralysis in some
recipients, or VAPP, was brought
back under the spotlight. The
polio programme and the Indian
Government never publicly talked
about OPV’s known propensity to
cause paralysis, at the rate of
roughly one child being paralysed
per million doses of vaccine
distributed. This rate of paralysis
was small, but given the scale of
India, where around 150 to 160
million doses were administered
at each national immunisation
day, as well as the additional doses
that children were given during
subnational immunisation rounds,
several hundred children were
developing polio from the vaccine.

The WHO and the polio
programme justified use of the

vaccine on the grounds that the
risk of the virus reverting to a
disease state needed to be
balanced with the benefit of a
polio-free world. The Indian
Government had no interest in
publicising these risks because it
could lead to claims of
compensation from children who
were affected by the vaccine (as
had happened in the United
States). IPV did not have these
side effects, and the Indian
Academy of Paediatrics urged the
Indian Government to introduce
IPV in addition to the OPV in
order to reduce risks.

It was also in India that a
question that ticks like a bomb
beneath every global health
initiative surfaced again: Whom
was polio eradication a priority
for? Was it a priority for India
where so many other diseases

demanded greater attention? Or
was it a greater priority for the
wealthy developing countries that
had eliminated the disease, but
did not want to face the threat of
it being reimported from
countries where it still circulated?
This was a question that public
health experts in the West critical
of the concept of eradication had
raised decades earlier. This
argument had more or less
disappeared from the discourse
in the West, but it re-emerged
with new vigour from Indian
academics, who found the
emphasis on polio questionable.
A ‘Memorandum on Pulse Polio’
submitted to the WHO and
UNICEF in New Delhi by a
group of academics from
Jawaharlal Nehru University in
New Delhi claimed that the polio
eradication initiative had been

thrust on India by the WHO,
UNICEF, the US Centers for
Disease Control and Rotary
International. It contended that a
“disease of lower public health
importance in the country has
been justified on the grounds of
some small saving for developed
nations”. 

A group of Indian doctors and
academics, dubbed the ‘dissenters’
by the historian William Muraskin,
subjected the polio campaign to
the kind of critical scrutiny that it
was not accustomed to anywhere
else in the world. The polio
campaign blamed the health
authorities in the problem States of
UP and Bihar for not
implementing immunisation
campaigns with sufficient care and
rigour. Yet Indian critics wrote “the
failure of the eradication campaign
is not because of a lack of proper
implementation (as they so often
claim) but because of a flawed
strategy itself.” Many of these
objections were valid, and others
less so. But it is to the credit of the
polio programme that it persisted,
and mobilised the political support
it needed from the Central and
State Governments to bulldoze
ahead until polio disappeared from
India. Despite often valid criticism
of the campaign, the eradication of
the polio virus from India will go
down as a magnificent chapter in
the history of public health. It was
achieved by meticulous
implementation of a vaccination
programme that reached children
in some of the most physically and
epidemiologically challenging
environments that the polio
programme had ever encountered. 
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Police in Washington state
shared three photos of

creative carpool lane cheats —
including one who used a
Halloween skeleton as a
passenger. The Washington
State Patrol shared three
photos this week
showing the faux-
passengers that
HOV (high-
occupancy vehicle)
lane users used in
unsuccessful
attempts to ward off
scrutiny from police.

One of the photos
featured a Halloween
skeleton dressed in a jacket
and a baseball cap.

“This driver NB I5 at
I405 in Sno County was
dying to not get caught
with this passenger, there’s
no bones about it!
Another HOV violator
stopped by WSP,”
Trooper H Axtman, the

Washington State Patrol’s District 7
public information officer, tweeted.

Another example tweeted by
Trooper Rick Johnson of District 2
shows a pillow dressed in a hoodie and
holding a cup of coffee and a tablet.

Axtman also shared a photo of a
“creepy” dummy that appears to be

composed of a mannequin
wearing a surgical mask, a

hoodie and a pair of glasses.
HOV lane violations are

punished by a $136 fine in
Washington state.
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An Australian man who
won a lottery prize worth

$3.5 million said it wasn’t entirely a
surprise — he had dreamed the win
just three weeks earlier.

The Sydney man told NSW
Lotteries officials when he and his
wife claimed the prize that the
dream left him with a strong feel-
ing that he was going to win the
Set for Life drawing, which car-

ries a top prize of $14,374 every

month for 20 years.
“Three weeks ago I had

a dream where I won Set
for Life,” the man said.
“Then when we were sitting
on the beach relaxing, I looked
at my wife, grabbed her hands and
I said to her, ‘We are about to win
something, you just wait.’” The couple
said they plan to use the money to
retire early, do some traveling, fix up
their home and give to charity.
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Asarcastic sign in the window of a
Connecticut restaurant asking peo-

ple not to let their dogs pee on the
eatery’s outside flower pot has earned the
owner a $250 fine.

Duc Nguyen, owner of Duc’s Place in
New Haven, said that he was disgusted
with people allowing their dogs to uri-
nate on his pot. He thought a humorous
sign was a good way of discouraging dog
walkers from letting pets relieve them-
selves there. It read: “Attn: dog owners.
This is a pay-per-pee flower pot. (Pay
inside or leave your address and we’ll

kindly return the favor.)”
Honda Smith, the city’s

public space enforcement
officer, said Nguyen broke

two city ordinances for being a
public nuisance and issued the

fine. Nguyen says he plans to appeal.
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Aman accused of kicking a seagull
that tried to eat his cheeseburger at

a New Hampshire beach has been fined
$124. Police investigated the report
from a bystander at Hampton Beach
earlier this summer.

Reports suggest that the man, Nate
Rancloes, said he had just returned
from getting a cheeseburger and fries
and was sitting on the sand. He said
seagulls got to the burger, and he spun
around with his leg to shoo one away,
but struck the bird. He said it was a sim-
ple mistake. A witness said it appeared
the bird’s leg was injured and that it
struggled to fly away. New Hampshire
Fish and Game Lt Adam Cheeney says
seagulls are protected under federal law.
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Animal rescuers in London said a
corn snake is recovering from

minor injuries after being found
stuck in a mousetrap. The RSPCA
said an animal collection officer was
dispatched earlier this month when a
snake was spotted stuck in a mouse-
trap in London’s Station Square. 

“The poor snake could
barely move and was well
and truly stuck in the
mousetrap. The snake
had an abrasion
where he was stuck
but his injuries do
not seem to be too
severe,” Animal
Collection Officer
Joe White said. 

“Unfortunately,
an owner could not be
found so the reptile
was transferred to the South
Essex Wildlife Hospital for veterinary
treatment. If we can not trace an
owner then the snake will be
rehomed,” he said.
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Ohio organisers are hoping to gather
at least 500 people to break a

Guinness World Record for most people
doing paddle ball at the same time.

The record attempt, will be organ-
ised by LAND studio and the Gordon
Square Arts District, a public art organi-

sation in Cleveland, and host-
ed by the Superelectric

Pinball parlour. It will
involve a period of
paddle ball practice
before the official
record attempt.

LAND studio
said it is hoping to

gather at least 500 peo-
ple for the attempt, and

each participant will be
presented with their own

paddle ball to keep after the
event. The attempt is timed to
coincide with the installation of
a 14-foot paddle ball public art
sculpture to be installed in the
Gordon Square Arts District by
Superelectric artists.
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The BBC (British Broadcasting
Corporation) insists it has still not
chosen a new host for The Radio

2 Breakfast Show, despite press specula-
tion that Zoe Ball is set to take over the
biggest programme in UK radio.

Chris Evans announced this
month that he was leaving the pro-
gramme for Virgin Radio. This
prompted speculation over who would
inherit the slot, which reaches more
than nine million listeners a week. 

Ball, a former host of the show who
presents a weekend show on the station,
has been linked to the job. On Monday,
the Sun reported that she was in
advanced negotiations to take over the
programme but no contract had been
signed. The newspaper said a key con-
cern was how she would handle her
family commitments in Brighton, where
she lives and has two sons with her for-
mer husband Norman Cook.

“We are considering and talking to
a number of people,” a BBC spokesper-
son said. Sara Cox, a longtime friend of
Ball’s and a former host of the show, has
also been linked to the job. She current-
ly presents a late night show on Radio 2.

The station is under pressure to

appoint a woman to the job, which has
only ever been held by men. 

Cook was coincidentally being
interviewed on Monday morning’s
Radio 2 breakfast show by Evans, who
said: “I’m going to ask you a question,
then you’re going to say: ‘I’m sworn to
secrecy’, and then we’re going to move
on. So, what do you know of this front-
page story in the Sun today about Zoe
being offered this show come 2019?” 

Cook replied: “I couldn’t possibly
comment on that, Christopher.”

More than three-quarters of
museums, galleries and other
attractions in the UK are giving

£65m of ticket-price concessions to the
over-60s every year, while in many cases
young people are charged full-price
tickets, according to a study.

People over 60 are offered conces-
sions regardless of their ability to pay
and even when they are below the state
pension age, according to the
Intergenerational Foundation (IF), a
charity that researched 35 of the UK’s
leading attractions’ ticketing policies.

The giveaway to older people is
expected to fuel concerns that Britain
has failed to adjust to growing pension-
er incomes and wealth. With millions of
pensioners boasting incomes above the
average wage, the IF said it was con-
cerned that charging policies developed
in previous decades were out of date.
While they all offer the over-60s senior
discounts apart from RHS organisa-
tions, only four — Chester zoo,
Stonehenge, Canterbury Cathedral and
Bristol zoo gardens — have raised the
ticket-price concession threshold in line
with the state pension age (SPA) of 65.

Only one out of the 35 organisa-
tions offers a young person discount —
the Royal Shakespeare and Swan the-
atres in Stratford-upon-Avon —
although 27 offer student discounts.

Among the worst offenders are
Scottish attractions Edinburgh Castle,
the National War Museum in
Edinburgh, Stirling Castle and Urquhart
Castle, all of which offer an over-60s
concession but no student or young
person’s discount.

Archaeologists believe they have
identified the exact site of Henry
VII’s birth in 1457 after excava-

tions in the grounds of Pembroke Castle
in Wales uncovered the remains of a
massive medieval mansion worthy of
one of the most famous kings of
England. Just days into an initial dig,
archaeologists have uncovered up to
half a metre of the building’s walls —
and they are yet to reach the main floor
levels. One wall is a metre thick.

They have also unearthed so many
slates and tiles that they are concluding
it had a slate roof. Green-glazed ridge

tiles have also been found, which sug-
gest a particularly imposing building,
while other finds include a curving stair
from a spiral staircase. James Meek,
who is heading the excavation for the
Dyfed Archaeological Trust, said such
finds suggest “a fairly showy building”
inside of the outer walls of the castle. It
is about the size of two tennis courts,
while the scale of the walls suggests a
structure of a considerable height.

Pembroke Castle dates back to the
11th century. Henry VII was believed to
have been born in its 13th-century
tower, which is named after him.
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Life as a Year 1 parent is very
different to life as the mother
of a child in reception. Bryony
Gordon, 38, married to a very
patient husband Harry, and

mother to Edie, five, says, “When Edie
started school last year, I thought I was
a proper grown-up (at last!) but that
wasn’t really the case given that: a) I
had just started in rehab and had yet to
learn how to be a functioning adult;
and b) reception is basically extended
nursery school.

Now, stuff has got serious. ‘Is it true
that for the rest of school we are not
allowed to play in our classroom?’ asks
Edie one evening, as I am putting her to
bed. ‘That all day we have to do learn-
ing?’ she looks horrified. ‘Well,’ I
respond, attempting to choose my
words carefully, ‘You can play in break
time. And after school.’ ‘I want to go
back to being in reception,’ she says.
‘But then you wouldn’t see your friends
any more,’ I respond. And then she
says, ‘They want to go back to reception
too. We are all going to go back to
reception together.’ I have a vision of 30
five- and six-year-olds storming down
the corridors shouting, ‘What do we
want? Play-Doh! When do we want it?
Now!’ This amuses me, briefly, until I
am berated by Edie for ‘not paying
attention’; apparently I am ‘always away
with the fairies’ and need to ‘con-trate’
more. It strikes me that the only prob-
lem Edie has with her new class is that
she isn’t doing the teaching. 

Is this how it goes, I wonder? Does
childhood really whizz by, as everyone
warned me? ‘Savour it,’ I was told again
and again — but only during the seem-
ingly never-ending newborn stage,
when a day feels like a week and a
week feels like a month and so on. Now
Edie is using words like ‘con-trate’ and
telling me off for ‘interrutting’ (yes,
that is how she spells it), while I keep
noticing crow’s feet on my face and
crinkles between my breasts. It is hap-
pening. I am getting older. We all are.
And frankly, after the year we’ve had,
it’s a kind of relief.”

Jane Gordon, age unknown, moth-
er, grandmother and 24/7 childminder,
shares, “Years ago — back when I was a
madly busy mother of three and wife to
one — I used to joke about the day
when I’d finally be free of parenting
and would move to a cottage in the
country that I would name not
Dunroamin but Dun-nurturing.

I fancifully imagined that after
such a protracted period as a mum
(bear in mind that my third child was
born some 12 years after Bryony,
meaning that my life as a parent has
spanned four decades and two cen-
turies) I would be grateful for the
chance of lots and lots of ‘me’ time.

But nothing ever quite works out as
you imagined, does it? And now that I
have far, far too much time with
myself, I realise that there is absolutely
nothing I like doing more than a bit of
nurturing. So, the idea of slipping back

into my term-time routine with Edie —
whereby for at least one day (and
night) a week I would be able to
indulge my need to nurture — was
really, really exciting. 

And there I was, last Wednesday, at
the school gates clutching her (I
thought) favourite treat (a Kinder
Surprise), full of anticipation for an
enthusiastic greeting and a lovely Edie-
and-me afternoon/evening. I would
cook her (I thought) favourite tea and
we would play with her (I thought)
favourite Sylvanian Family toys and I
would read her (I thought) favourite
bedtime books. 

But from the moment Edie
emerged, I sensed something had
changed. Was it my imagination or did
she seem slightly less pleased to see me
than she used to be this time last year?
And did I really see her roll her eyes
when I gave her the treat and tried to
give her a huge hug? 

Back home, I realised that while
time had virtually stood still for me
over the summer holidays, it had done
the very opposite for my granddaugh-
ter. She had grown taller (I am shrink-
ing), lost her first tooth and moved on
from the little girl in reception class to
the big girl in Year 1. ‘ANNIE,’ she said
when she was trying to teach me to
play her new favourite game, Guess
Who? ‘It’s your turn! KEEP UP!’

My worry now is that, at just five
and a half, Edie is Dun-with-Granny…”
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We may in our ignorance either
think that God doesn’t exist or
that He is living somewhere

above us, not much involved in whatever
is going on here. This is far from truth.
He is the owner of the whole creation.
(Gita 5.29) How can God not be con-
cerned about His creation? Rather, God is
very much involved and has many
responsibilities. This must be so because
we, souls, are rather small and quite help-
less to say the least. We need God’s help at
almost every step if we wish to exist well.
Yes, we have free will and can choose to
ignore God, but, then, we more or less
condemn ourselves. We keep on strug-
gling till we drop dead. There is neither
peace nor happiness. Material achieve-
ments do not satisfy us.

Therefore, God must help whoever
chooses to turn to Him. Four kinds of
persons do so. These are: Distressed,
seekers of wealth, inquisitive, and wise.
(7.16) God has to respond to all those
who deserve, individually. Imagine what
this means in terms of responsibility. How
many of us are here on this planet? Even a
small portion of us will be a very big
number. But God handles it; He has to,
because this is what He has chosen to do.

Yes, God does delegate some of His
responsibilities to His many forms. God
also uses many of us as His mediums
(11.33); God empowers us. Classical

examples of mediums of God are spiritu-
al preachers and writers. Then, there are
those involved in social welfare activi-
ties. Researchers, scientists engaged in
finding what can help the mankind are
similarly empowered by God. These are
great uses of the human life.

Still, God has to be very active.
(3.22) Otherwise, godlessness will spread
and there will be unwanted progeny.
(3.24) God has to keep encouraging a
belief in dharma and goodness. He
incarnates; He sends His representatives
like Adi Shankaracharya; and He keeps
on doing miracles in various parts of the
world. It is also God’s responsibility to
see that no one misuses his/her power to
harm others; He punishes such persons
as He punished Ravana. Let us remem-
ber that we, souls, have been given just
enough power to exercise our free will. If
we gather more either by gaining it
through tapasya or collecting a lot of

people like Hitler did and then misuse it,
God must intervene as He did in case of
Hitler through His material nature.

This is just one way God is active.
There are several other ways. A famous
example is of Nostradamus. This man

desired to know the future. It is said
that He meditated for very long periods
over a brass bowl filled with water. God
responded and allowed Him to know
about the future selectively about which
Nostradamus wrote. Mother Teresa

wished to serve the humanity, and she
needed money for this purpose. God
provided her with that and in plenty. It
enabled her to serve the poor, the
dying, and the destitute.

God is active vis-à-vis all those souls,
who aspire to connect with Him and seek
His help. God responds to our prayers in
the way He deems fit. God alerts His
devotees of likely dangers in what they
are doing or are thinking of doing. God
gives precious intuitions to those who are
linked to Him. How does one make spiri-
tual progress? God gives those aspiring to
do so through realisations, which cement
one’s faith in God. Yes, we have limited
power intrinsically as souls but we don’t
lack anything if we are connected with
God, who is unlimited. He takes the
responsibility of all those who do so and
responds to them individually. 
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Be it popular discussion to extant literature, stress
and its effect on human health is often talked
about. It’s not because stress is a new problem. It’s

because now there is more awareness about how stress
can or is having an impact on human beings. Stress has
been talked about right from the ancient days when
human beings were cave dwellers and the fear of the
unknown created anxiety leading to stress. But the
question is why, even with so much advancement in
science and technology coupled with some people’s
ability to predict the future, stress still manages to bog
us down? Is it that ignorance was bliss and awareness
has made us more fearful, more paranoid? It’s a press-
ing question that needs to be answered. There is a lot of
information on the ill-effects of stress on health. For
researchers, new areas like Psychobiology and
Psychoneuroimmunology have emerged in Behavioural
and Medical sciences. Yet, the problem remains. The
simple reason is that the thought process of human
beings in the evolutionary cycle has still remained pro-
grammed for the same basic instinct of survival.
Interestingly, it is not just the human beings, but the
animals too that worry about survival. The basic emo-
tion of fear still continues to haunt humanity. Stress, we
must understand, is not a cause. It is an effect that aris-
es out of an emotional state. Psychologists talk about
two kinds of stress — eustress and distress. While
eustress is good stress that doesn’t lead to negative con-
sequences, it is distress that is harmful. However, at
times, even too much of eustress may lead to negative
consequences resulting out of euphoria. Nevertheless,
we have to understand that stress is a serious issue in
the present day society, causing several psychological
problems including some that lead to suicide. The
important thing that must be borne in mind is that
stress is a reaction of an individual, a deliberate act.
Thus, controlling stress depends on an individual’s cop-
ing skills. The same emotional state can have a wide
range of outcomes depending on how it is tackled. We,
therefore, must focus on the stress tolerance capacity of
the individual. The important question is how to raise
this stress resilience. The first step lies in identifying
that state. Since stress is a non-specific response, many
a time it may not be possible for an individual to even
realise that he is stressed. It is an outcome of the
thought process and the remedy lies in changing the
thought process. Since thought processes are condi-
tioned mental states, it may require a lot of mental
training for that to be reoriented. But it is certainly pos-
sible. Just like for training the body there are physical
exercises, for shaping the mind, too, there are mental
exercises. The basic step is changing the thought pat-
tern. Rather than being skeptical about the intention of
God, it is important to have full faith. This is the essen-
tial first step. Every day, you need to spend some time
with God, praying to him, thinking about his kindness.
The second step is talking to yourself. That means, be
on your own sometimes every day. Talk to yourself.
What have you been doing, what do you need to do?
The third step is talking to genuine well-wishers who
give positive vibes. Though all three steps are impor-
tant, the last one is perhaps the most significant as it’s
difficult to identify such persons.
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That moment when your
eyes close and yet it feels
like you are all-seeing,
the moment when you
are surrounded by peo-

ple, and yet your solitude is the
most powerful presence around, the
moment when your physical self
ceases to exist and the essence of
your life harmoniously resets to its
raw, innate form; that is the
moment when your consciousness
peaks, and absolute mindfulness
washes over,  terrifying and liberat-
ing you at the same time. 

It is truly fascinating to have an
experience so intense. There are a
number of ways in which people try
to be a part of something so exhila-
rating. Adventure sports is one of
the unconventional ways which
opens the gates to the spiritual world
for you. With an increasing pile of
hassles all around you and an
extremely busy schedule where one
needs to take care of a gigantic
workload, stress, depression, and
anxiety are rampant today. Naturally,
people feel the need to look for ways
in which they can beat the stress and
make life more enjoyable. This
search often leads to adventure
sports as it is seen as a tool for
improving mental health.
Surprisingly, the quality of experi-
ence that these sports offer is, in
essence, quite similar to the experi-
ence of meditation. If you have ever
gone for an adventure sport, you
certainly know what kind of experi-
ence is being talked about. It is
empowering to feel like a daredevil. 

Indulging in something that
seems so crazy helps one experience
each moment completely and appre-
ciate life. It directs one onto the path
of self-awakening and makes them
feel alive. It is while standing at the
edge and indulging in an ‘extreme
experience’ that one gets a taste of
spirituality. One push, and a whole
new realm opens up — spirituality
leads man to the harbour of happi-
ness, satisfaction, calmness, and
serenity. India has been the spiritual
leader of the world throughout the
evolution of civilisations. Today,
adventure sports have created a new
path for the Indian youth and global
sports enthusiasts to witness this
new, ‘cool’ form of spirituality.  

There are four life lessons that one

can learn while standing on the edge:
● Dare to open your eyes: Only you

know that you have suffered. You
know what it has cost you but
instead of dealing with it, you
have learnt the trick of blocking
out the pain. But it can’t serve
you for long. All it will do is
block out the gorgeous view that
is right in front of you. A lot of
people, while taking on adven-
ture sports, try to shut their eyes
and desperately try not to let the
fear creep up on them or to take
control of them. But it does not
work that way. Strength is in
acknowledging the presence of
the darkness within, and choos-
ing to move forward and onwards
anyway. Open your eyes, take in
the thunderous moment and you
will find the strength to take one
step at a time.  

● You are all you’ve got: In the
final moments before you take
the leap of faith, when you’re
about to take on a challenge,
you are amazed, terrified and
excited, your heart pounding
louder, adrenaline rushing
through your body, and breath
coming in short and fast. That’s
when you suddenly realise that
what lies ahead of you is a jour-
ney that is yours alone. In those
moments, as scared as you are,
there is a moment of absolute
clarity. Suddenly you find your-
self conscious to every thought
within you. You find yourself
rooting for yourself, and you
find yourself consciously draw-
ing out your inner strength.
Within that fraction of a second,
lies a profound lesson — you’re
all you’ve got, and somehow,
that is enough. You were always
complete and whole, all by your-
self. It’s a rare moment that is
deeply empowering.

● Let go: That moment when
you’ve accomplished your adven-
ture sport marks a lot of changes
within you. It’s the act of letting
go of your apprehensions, inhibi-
tions and all that has been hold-
ing you back. It’s the time for
soaring and diving into the
unknown. It’s re-instilling faith in
the magic of taking risks. It’s
stumbling upon the realisation
that even in your own solitude,
you are whole and complete.
Freedom, you realise with a jolt,
is a state of mind that was always
latent within you. You realise that
the only thing actually keeping
you caged was your own mind
and your own thoughts. You are
engulfed in the realisation that
you just broke free from all the
chains pulling you down, and you
are now ready to fly.

● Re-centre you mind, body and
soul: As you finish your dare, you
find yourself amazingly alive in
the present moment. It’s deeply
calming and brings the conscious-
ness back into what is. This is nei-
ther the future nor the past; this is
just ‘now’. All the frustrations,
chaos, the triviality of daily life,
stress, and depression is just exter-
nal ‘noise’ that we end up carrying
as baggage. The calm within gets
lost, and we forget the beauty of
silence. One attempt at overpow-
ering your fear, and overcoming
an unsurmountable challenge and
positivity gets restored within
yourself and you find yourself
throwing away the negativity into
the depth below. Becoming aware
of every little moment is a beauti-
ful gift. Every now and then, you
realise, you need to get out of our
own head and just live. Live in the
joy of being alive.
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Mind and matter are both rooted
to a common pool of energies
flowing through the cosmos,

and are therefore, inter alia connected.
So, no wonder, when mind is under
stress for whatever reasons, it has relat-
ed bearing on the person’s health status.
In the same vein, if physical health
comes under strain, it disturbs one’s
mind-state. It simply implies that in the
event of ailment, a holistic approach is
needed to get over the problem. 

The other day, worried parents of a
man suffering from ulcerative colitis
came asking: “What lies in store of our
son’s destiny in so far as his health status
is concerned?” “Well, it is unfair to
chart out your son’s health profile in
finite terms,” I suggested. For, it depends
on so many factors. If he has health
issues, it certainly needs medical help,
and I am sure he must be undergoing
treatment. Medicine will play its part.
But simultaneously, he has to work
upon his thought process. Otherwise,
medicine may suppress his suffering for
a while, but problem may keep arising
again and again.

Explaining further, I suggested that
if your son is suffering from ulcerative
colitis, it would mean that the fire ele-

ment is higher than the desired level.
That leads to excessive bile secretion in
the body, which has been corroding his
intestine. If there is excess of fire ele-
ment, it will find reflection in the per-
son’s usual conduct also. 

A look into the man’s chart reveals
that mind signifying Moon occupies a
movable sign Aries marked with fire,
which is ruled by Mars. That speaks of
a hot headed person. He would be
impulsive, aggressive, intolerant,
impatient, and judgmental. He wishes
to be at the head of things, not open
to listening or counsel of others. In
fact, it is difficult for him to digest any
contrarian views. A person with high
ambitions and desires may jump into
action targeting his dream destination
without applying proper forethought.
Evidently, for lack of the required level
of preparedness, he remains vulnera-
ble to be caught unaware when con-
fronted with challenging situations. It
is only when put to difficult situations,
that he applies his mind. But then
such characters carry the potential to
be the best crisis managers also. 

The Sun, the planet identified with
his individuality, occupies another mov-
able sign Capricorn. It speaks of a being

armed with leadership abilities, keen to
move in an organised way, but on his
own exclusive terms, as would his lagna
sign Gemini imply. Gemini born carry
the tendency to have only ‘yes-persons’
around. So long you agree with their
viewpoints, you remain their best
friend. The moment any contrarian
view is offered, they can’t take it kindly,
and feel offended. If that was not
enough, the lagna-lord Mercury occu-
pies the nakshatra owned by erratic
Rahu, which is conjunct fiery Mars in a
watery sign Pisces. That leaves him boil-
ing when confronted with an advisory
that would be at variance with his per-
ceptions. He may then lose his sense of
order and direction, and misdirect his
energies towards unproductive ends.      

The Sun is posited in the lunar con-
stellation owned by Moon. It, therefore,
carries the fiery streaks of Moon. Not
simply that, the two are placed adverse
to each other. That makes him vulnera-
ble to a lot of stressful situations. What
further compounds his problem is his
volatile emotionality. For, emotions sig-
nifying Venus is placed adverse to both
the luminaries. That makes him too
touchy and sensitive, who may get over
exercised even on trivial issues. He may
keep unnecessarily mulling over them

for long. In a way, it can be said that
from within, he remains a live boiling
pot. Evidently with dissipation of so
much fire within, his gross-body has to
come under strain. 

Now, in terms of his specific ail-
ment, the lagna lord Mercury occupies
the nakshatra owned by Rahu, which is
conjunct Mars, the sixth lord identified
with ailment. So, his health profile is
fragile. Placement of eighth lord Saturn
in the sixth house implies long drawn
ailment. The sixth cusp sub-lord Venus
occupies the fiery sign Sagittarius, and
is posited in the nakshatra owned by
Ketu, which occupies Virgo sign identi-
fied with lower intestine. That makes
him vulnerable to long drawn problem
of bowel genesis.

Now to get over his problem, it is
important that the man works upon
his thought process as much as he has
to follow medical prescription.
Remember, a healthy mind facilitates 
a healthy body chemistry. 
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