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BJP candidate from the
Bhopal Lok Sabha seat

Sadhvi Pragya Thakur on
Friday kicked up a major con-
troversy by claiming Mumbai’s
former Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) chief Hemant Karkare
died during the 26/11 terror
attacks because she had cursed
him for torturing her while she
was in custody in the 2008
Malegaon blast case. However,
facing all-round criticism, she
later not only apologised for
her statement but termed
Karkare a martyr.

“I felt that the enemies of
the country were being bene-
fited from it, therefore I take
back my statement and apolo-
gise for it. It was my personal
pain... He (Hemant Karkare)
died from the bullets of ter-
rorists from the enemy coun-
try, he is certainly a martyr,”
Pragya said.

Left red-faced, the BJP had
earlier sought to undo the
damage by saying the party
considered Karkare a martyr.
Nevertheless, at the same time
while the BJP termed Pragya’s
remarks as her personal opin-
ion, it reasoned it could be due
to the physical and mental
torture she underwent for
years. Pragya is facing trial in
the Malegaon blast case and is
at present out on bail. 

“The BJP believes that
Karkare died while bravely
fighting terrorists. The BJP
has always considered him a
martyr,” the party said in a writ-
ten statement in a damage-con-
trol exercise.

Earlier, addressing party
workers in Bhopal, the Sadhvi
said, “Hemant Karkare falsely

implicated me. He died of his
karma. I told him, he will be
destroyed. I told him his entire
dynasty will be erased. Maine
kaha tera (Karkare) sarvanash
hoga.” 

Pragya had alleged Karkare
committed an anti-national act
by falsely implicating her in the
Malegaon blast case and keep-
ing her behind bars without
evidence. “It was treason. It was
against religion,” she had said. 

Continued on Page 4
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Three days after the death of
Rohit Shekhar Tiwari, who

fought with his father Narain
Dutt Tiwari, former Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, to be accepted as
his son, the autopsy report on
late night of Thursday revealed
that his death was “unnatural”. 

Police sources said Rohit
was most probably strangulat-
ed and smothering with a pil-
low. “Following the post-
mortem at AIIMS conducted
by a medical board comprising
five senior doctors, police on
Thursday registered a case of
murder and transferred it to the
Crime Branch for investigation,
a senior officer said.  

“The medical board unan-
imously concluded that the
cause of death in this case is
asphyxia as a result of stran-

gulation and smothering. It is
a sudden unnatural death,
placed in the category of homi-
cide,” said Dr Sudhir Gupta, the
head of the AIIMS forensic
department. 

Crime Branch officials on
Friday visited Rohit’s house in
Defence Colony and ques-
tioned his family members
and domestic helps. His wife
Apoorva is currently not in
Delhi. A forensics team too vis-
ited the house.

Police sources said there
are seven CCTV cameras — of
which two don’t work — in
Rohit’s house. “Rohit had gone
to Uttarakhand to vote on
April 12 and returned on the
night of April 15. He could be
seen on CCTV taking support
of the wall while walking in an
inebriated state,” police said.

Continued on Page 4
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In a major jolt to the
Congress, its spokesperson

Priyanka Chaturvedi on Friday
formally joined the Shiv Sena,
saying she felt “let down” by the
Rahul Gandhi-led party for its
failure to act firmly against
“some lumpen goons” who
were reinstated after having
been suspended for “misbe-
having” with her while she was
on her official duty.

"If I have joined the party,
it is only with a feeling to serve
and not for political posts. I
wanted to come back to my
roots. When I thought of com-
ing back, I did not find any
organisation better than this
and no other better platform
than this,” she said.

A day after she sent her res-
ignation as the AICC
spokesperson and Convener
(Communication) to Congress

president Rahul Gandhi, 39-
year-old Chaturvedi joined the
Sena in the presence of Sena
president Uddhav Thackeray.  

Yuv Sena leader Aditya

Thackeray presented Priyanka
a bouquet and tied on her wrist
a thread symbolising “Shiv
Bandhan”.

Continued on Page 4
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Keeping the possibility of
alliance with the Congress

alive, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Friday postponed the
filing of nomination of three of
its Lok Sabha candidates in
Delhi, saying the party is will-
ing to give another chance to
the Congress to think about the
nation. 

AAP’s East Delhi candidate
Atishi, Chandini Chowk can-
didate Pankaj Gupta and North
West candidate Guggan Singh
were set to file their nomina-
tions on Saturday. “But to give
a last chance to the Congress to
come on the table for holding
talks over the alliance, we are
postponing these candidates’
nominations from Saturday to
Monday,” Gopal Rai said.

The effort was being made
“to save the country from the

Modi-Shah duo”, he said.
Now these candidates

would file their nominations on
Monday, along with South
Delhi candidate Raghav
Chadha, North East Delhi can-
didate Dilip Pandey and New
Delhi candidate Brijesh Goyal,
he added.

Sources said the AAP
leader Singh has proposed to
the Congress that the party
would not field its candidate
from Chandigarh and give the
grand old party outside support
in the Union Territory if an
alliance is formed in Delhi
with the 5:2 seat-sharing for-
mulas, five for the AAP and
two for Congress.

The AAP has already
declared its candidates in Delhi
for all the seven seats after
receiving ambiguous response
from the grand old party. 

Continued on Page 4

�����������	��� /01
20�%3

Despite being located in the
heart of Delhi’s posh Ram

Krishna (RK) Puram, the
unauthorised Anant Ram
Dairy colony with a population
of 3,500 residents that include
educated and people employed
in Government Departments
such as Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), advocates,
and teachers is deprived of
basic civic facilities. 

S i x t y - s i x - y e a r - o l d
Manudev Pehlvan said as the
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) takes no interest in
repairing pothole-ridden roads
and picking up heap of garbage,
residents pool money to get
streets constructed during mar-
riages or other important cer-
emonies. Other residents,
mostly Gujjars, concurred with
Pehlvan and said their several
complaints have failed to prod
the NDMC and the local MLA
into action.

“The NDMC charges

house tax but provides us with
no facilities. Also, our water
and electricity bills are high. We
don’t understand why the

authorities are dilly-dallying in
authorising this colony,” rued
many residents to The Pioneer
which visited the locality to

take stock of the situation.
Many residents lamented

that the NDMC is not provid-
ing proper safety for the resi-

dents resulting in the rise in
robbery and theft cases.
Resident Welfare Authority’s
(RWA) long demand of build-
ing closed gates in the resident
has fallen on authorities’ deaf
ears. Civic authorities are so
corrupt that for every single
work they ask for bribery, said
a resident.

The colony established in
1973 is in bad shape with
garbage piled up on roadsides
being a normal thing. 

Despite the pathetic state,
the colony has been the hub of
Paying Guest (PG) for college
students of Delhi University
colleges such as Jesus and
Marry College (JMC), Delhi
College of Arts and Commerce
(DCAC), Maitreyi College for
woman and a few other colleges
of South Campus. However,
many students are now vacat-
ing the PG accommodations
due to high electricity and
water bills, said Manu Dev, who
owns a private hostel.

Continued on Page 4
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Paving the way for the moth-
er of all battles in 2019 Lok

Sabha polls, Congress general
secretary and East UP in-
charge Priyanka Vadra Gandhi
has made up her mind to take
on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Varanasi, as per her
close confidante. Varanasi will
go to polls on May 19.

Priyanka confidant and
Congress leader in UP
Legislative Council Deepak
Singh on Friday added the
final call would be taken by
party chief Rahul Gandhi and
UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi
and Priyanka’s candidature
would be announced “soon”.

Singh said, “Priyankaji is an
Iron Lady akin to her grand-
mother Indira Gandhi. She
has made up her mind to take

on Modi to give out a clear
message to voters that the time
of ‘change’ has come. She will
defeat Modi by exposing that as
MP of Varanasi, he not only
cheated his constituency but

also the entire country.”
Singh said a Congress sur-

vey team has been camping in
Varanasi to draw a campaign
strategy. 

Continued on Page 4
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Nearly a quarter century
after their bitter fallout,

Mayawati and Mulayam Singh
Yadav on Friday came togeth-
er in Mainpuri to share the dais
from where the BSP chief cam-
paigned for the SP patriarch
hailing him as a real leader of
the backwards and not being a
“fake leader like Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.”

The BSP-SP alliance, hav-
ing a formidable political arith-
metic in the State, also achieved
a strong political traction as the
two bitter rivals ended their
over-two-decade-long ani-
mosity . 

Mayawati waxed eloquence
for Mulayam terming him a
“real and born leader of the
other backward classes” unlike
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

whom she dubbed a “farzi
OBC”. Besides praising each
other profusely, the two arch-
rivals also expressed gratitude
to each other.

Mayawati even went on to
take at the estranged Yadav clan
member Shivpal Yadav saying,
“Akhilesh Yadav is the sole
inheritor of the legacy of
Mulayam Singh Yadav.”

“I welcome Mayawati and
I am very happy that Mayawati
has come to my Lok Sabha con-
stituency to campaign for me
and I will never forget this
favour. I am happy that I am
sharing dais with Mayawati
after very long gap. I respect
Mayawati and you all should
respect her,” said Mulayam
Singh Yadav in his brief address
to the rally.

He added, “This is my last
election and I am contesting as

per the wishes of the alliance”.
Mulayam also appealed to the
voters of Manipuri to ensure
his victory in the election with
a record margin. Mulayam also
blessed Akash Anand, nephew
of BSP supremo Mayawati,
who too was present on 
the dais.

Further enhancing the feel-
good factor, Mayawati defend-
ed her move to join hands with
the SP and said sometimes in
the national interest and the
party interest some tough deci-
sions have to be taken. “I know
people must be wondering
why I have come here to cam-
paign for Mulayam Singhji
despite the State Guest House
case. I have already replied to
this question in January when
both the parties announced this
alliance in January”.

Continued on Page 4
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The Election Commission
took suo motu cognisance

of Pragya Thakur’s remarks
against Hemant Karkare and
ordered an enquiry after a
complaint was filed against
her with the Madhya Pradesh
Election Commission. 

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Electoral Officer VL Kantha
Rao said a complaint has been
received against the BJP Lok
Sabha candidate for Bhopal,
Pragya Singh Thakur, for her
comments on 26/11 martyr
(former Mumbai ATS chief
Hemant Karkare). “Cognisance
is taken. The matter is under
enquiry,” Rao tweeted. 
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The Indian Police Service
(IPS) Association did not

name her but took exception to
Thakur’s comments saying sac-
rifices of martyrs should be
respected. “Ashok Chakra
awardee late Sri Hemant
Karkare, IPS, made the
supreme sacrifice fighting ter-
rorists. Those of us in uniform
condemn the insulting state-
ment made by a candidate and
demand that sacrifices of all
our martyrs be respected,” it
said.
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The main Opposition
Congress on Friday latched

on to Sadhvi Pragya Thakur’s
remarks against former
Mumbai Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) chief Hemant Karkare to
demand an apology from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to the country and action
against the BJP candidate from
Bhopal for “insulting every
soldier”.

Karkare, who died fighting
terrorists during the 2008
Mumbai attacks, gave his life
protecting India and he must
be treated with respect,
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
tweeted.

For his part, Congress’
chief spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said, “Modi ji, only
BJP leaders can commit the
crime of declaring 26/11 mar-
tyr Hemant Karkare a traitor.
This is an insult to every Indian

soldier who has sacrificed his
life for Mother India while
fighting terrorism. Apologise to
the country and take action
against Pragya.” He also alleged
the Prime Minister was behind
the remarks made against
Karkare by Thakur.

Reacting to the controver-
sial comment of his political
opponent from Bhopal LS seat,
Congress leader Digvijay Singh

said, “Hemant Karkare was a
dedicated officer. He laid down
his life for the country and we
should be proud of him. No
one should comment on it.”

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal too hit out at
Pragya for her “disgraceful”
comments on Karkare, saying
it showed the party’s “true
colours”.

“Disgraceful comments by
BJP’s Bhopal Lok Sabha candi-
date Pragya Thakur on 26/11
martyr Hemant Karkare ji need
to be condemned in strongest
terms. BJP is showing its true
colours & it must be shown it’s
place now,” he said in a tweet. 

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia also said the
BJP is questioning the martyr-
dom of Karkare, who gave life
to the protection of “Bharat
Mata” in the Mumbai terror
attack. “Any bhakt will not get
angry on this... This is the patri-
otism of BJP,” he said in a tweet.

"��#��������
��$%���������
���&�
�����
#
������
����

������	�����'�	�
�������
����
�&
���(
�
�
�����#���

��������
�����
������
������
�����
�����
��������	
��������	
����
 ������
����
�����
	�����
��������
�	
��
���	�����
�!����	�
�����
���!	
��
������
�����
�����
��������
�������
�����
��
��������
��
"����� �#$

������!�
����������
�����		�	
���
����
�����
�������
���
����
����
��
���	����
��
�����
�����
%�����
#���!����
��
����	���
��
��&��
��
"����� �#$

��	�
	������
��
'����
������
����
 �����
�����
�����	�
������

������!�
(�����
)����
������
�
����	���
��
*�����
��

"����� �#$

(������)*��$������������������

�()%��*�(+� .����
8�+,,

���+�,� &�����
����
�	�����������
�	�
���
����
��		������� �
����	��	��
�������	
��
������
�� 
���
���
������
��
��������
�����
�����
�����	�� 
��	���
�	�
����
���
�������	
�	�
������
��������	
�	
����
��9�
������	�
��
���������� 
�	�
�����
����
�
���
2����
(����	��	�
����
�	�
���������	!
������������	��������!���	�

'�'����'%��#'�+"�,�',�-.�#!(���./.�+

�������	
������ ����������������	
������0	��	�����	�& RNI Regn. No. MPENG/2004/13703,  Regd. No. L-2/BPLON/41/2006-2008

�,*� ��,����-./0

'�����1�������
���������2#1�2#-34�������-250��-6"#

�������� �
!"�#�$�"$%
"$� �#"��%
&'� ��#��

.�#�#.��1
�3:
*7('
3/

20�0�"35/
�.1

2.�/��33
";76&
'�.6'
<�.*;3�."02<

"0'"365/=
3/
670��0;
;0&5;"
��� &(�6�->
�,,%� -,?

@.��
'��������
09���
��
.���������

4#4'�#�+�35
7'0
'5�3.�
6023.

6520;."0�=
./2
0��0�"3A0�=

���������	�
�����
�

&�������
����


20�%3

�7��/51 *%5&.�

*%7*./0'1.;

;./�%3
;.3&7; �%./23(.;%

20%;.27/ %=20;.*.2
A3�.=1.2.



	
��
���������� ���������� ������� � !�� "#

�������	
��	��������	�	���
	����	�
����	��	��
��	��	����	��������	�������	
��	�������	
�	 �� !"	#���$"	�!"%&'!�(	 ����	�
��	#�
)
�*	����	%�+,-*	%
����
�	�����	���
*	#���
�	.	/01,,2*	 3�+�+4	
��	��������	
�	251	�
��	������6	 7	1��	8����*	�+�+	%
�
�*	9���	2*	#���
�7/01,22	 3�+�4*	&��������:	,;557155,<;;*	��+:	,<=<-2-,-0/+
'�����:	��
��
�	����
*	!%"	!���+	%�+	��'%>?1,,/?2-;,-*		!���+	%�+	�71?#��@%?/2?1,,071,,=*	�"!	�A!� �!>'	��	!�+	2+,,	'
��:	�
�����
*	!
����*	#��
���)
�*	%����	���	B���:	���
�	C	�����

�	�����:		#
��
����	C	�����
�+	�����
�	:	��
D��
��*	E����	@�����:	%�+	0*	#�����	>��
	#�
)
�* #
�
���	��
�	9
�
�	�
��*	%�)	E����722,	,,1* �����:
,227/,22,/55*	��������
����	@�����:	87-2*	������	0*	%@"E�*	>
��
�	#���	%
�
�71,2-,2*	A+�+	�����:	,21,7/=;<=,,	C	/=;<<,,*	���
�	@�����:	E�F����
	����G
��	�����	%�+:	,<=0;5;5<--*	,<=<1=1<15<* ���G��)	@�����:	/��	8����*	�
�
�
	��������	������*	8
�H

�	!�
�*	���G��)	110	,20+	&���������:	,51171-/0//-*	1-/0///*	1-/0//5+

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	����	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

�	��� (1.�35;

Two people, a mother and
her eight-year-old daugh-

ter were crushed to death in a
road accident after being hit by
a bus from behind on Friday
morning. The tragic accident
occurred in the Purani
Chawani area of the city.

According to the Purani
Chawani police, Pooran Jatav,
his wife and eight-year-old
daughter had come to Gwalior
from Morena to attend a wed-
ding ceremony. 

The police added that the
family was standing on the
side of the road when the bus
hit the woman and her daugh-
ter. The police rushed the two
to the District Hospital where
they were declared dead.

The bodies are being kept

in the mortuary.
Pooran Jatav, who escaped

unhurt, is still in a state of
shock after losing his wife and
eight-year-old daughter.

As per the statements by
the eyewitnesses, the bus was
travelling at a high speed when
it hit the mother daughter
duo. They added that the dri-
ver didn’t slow down, let alone
stop the bus after hitting the
two.

Speaking to the mediaper-
sons, KP Yadav, TI of Purani
Chhawani said that an FIR has
been registered at the police
station and that the police are
investigating the matter. 

He added that the police
have some definite clues about
the absconding driver and
added that the culprit would be
arrested soon.
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Crime branch police have
nabbed a 58-year-old drug

peddler and recovered 9.9 kg
of Cannabis and poppy husk
worth �1 lakh from his pos-
session at Habibganj railway
crossing area on Thursday.

Police said that acting on a
tip off, the accused was nabbed
with drugs weighing 9.9 kg. 

The nabbed accused was
identified as Rajesh Singh
Chouhan of Kolar. The accused
runs a tea stall at Bittan Market.

Police said that the accused
was booked for drug peddling in
Ratlam district. During the inves-
tigation, police found that the
accused was involved in drug
peddling and was carrying
Cannabis and poppy husk and he
was on his way to sell the drugs.

The accused confessed that
he is addicted to drugs and he

started selling drugs and as the
number of addicts increased, he
started bringing drugs from
Mandsaur at a low price and
would sell at higher price to the
consumers. 

The tea stall was used as sell-
ing point for drugs and the
number of consumers increased
manifold with the passage of time
and and in the process, he made
good money.

The accused would be
quizzed regarding the customers
in the State Capital which have
received the drugs earlier. 

After the preliminary inves-
tigation, police have registered a
case under sections 8 and 18 of
the NDPS Act and started inves-
tigation. 

The network would be
unearthed which was used by the
accused in procuring and sup-
plying drugs in the State Capital
and nearby areas.
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The ‘Bagh Utsav’ that began
at Gauhar Mahal on Friday

is evoking a good response by
the bagh print lovers of the
city. The fair exhibits the rarest
collection of bagh prints in
almost all textiles. For the
first time, Bhopalites are
exploring the prints on linen
cloth which is the eye-catch-
er of the show.

The 10-day-long exhibi-
tion-cum-sale is jointly organ-
ised by Mrignaynee
Handloom Emporium and
Madhya Pradesh Handloom
and Handicraft Development
Corporation.

This show, put up by bagh
print artist known for giving
a new form to the years-old
bagh print, Ismail Suleman
Khatri. Since early fifties, the
Khatris are practising this art
in Dhar.

While talking to The
Pioneer,  son of Ismail
Suleman, Umar Farukh
Khatri, a National Awardee for
handicraft and handloom
materials, says, “As our whole

family practice, in this pro-
fession, we have put up vari-
ous shows across the country.”
Elaborating further, he said,
“The specialty of our work
which makes it different from
others is that we practise this
art on almost all the materi-
als like cotton, crape, chiffon,
Maheshwari and Chanderi.
Moreover, my father first did
on saris, lehengas and other
dress materials.”

The female buyers are
being captivated towards the
fair and are buying the bagh
print in huge number. 

The cost of dress materi-
als begins from �180 to �
1,800. While the cost of bed
sheets begins from � 300 to
�6,000 and finally, the saris are
the major attraction which
starts from �500 to � 4,000.

Different motifs  in
Maheshwari and Chanderi
material are displayed in exhi-
bition. There is an array of
vibrant colours like green,
ocean green and ocean blue
along with shades of yellow,
brown, sky colours and
colours in contrast.
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The shopaholics had a great
time shopping Indian

clothing at the shopping extrav-
aganza ‘Unnha’ put up at
Bhojpur Club.

The Summer Special
Exhibition ‘Unnha’ by
Niharika, an exhibition of fash-
ionable Indian accessories and
Indian new trends, is being put
up in city that began here
from Friday to woo the shopa-
holics of the city. Noteworthy,
Indian clothing has given
women wardrobe an ethnic
look across the globe, the
exhibitip features all the new
trends of Indian style.

Interestingly, this two-day-
long exhibition evoked a huge
response by the shopaholics of
the city on the very first day, as
under this exhibition, they
could find each and everything
under one roof. This scorching
summer, the fair is evoking a
good response and the vendors
are having a satisfactory sale at
the fair. 

From Kalamkari Sareers
to Mangalari Sarees and from
pretty designer accessories to
Indian paintings, all is available
at the daylong exhibition. The
major attraction of the exhibi-
tion was the Banarsi Kosa Silk
dresses that captivated attention
of most of the crowd. These
ethnic dresses also had a vari-
ety of Dabu Block print that
were mostly picked up by
shopaholics.

There was a huge range of
cotton designs and interest-
ingly, each design was different
from another. The fair show-
cased a collection in Chanderi
and Maheshwari cotton from
Madhya Pradesh. 

It also shared a collection
of Linen and Gadwal and dress
materials. There is an array of
wonderful colour combina-
tions in brown, shades of blue,
white, black, red, green and also
some traditional colours like
royal blue, gold and silver lin-
ing work has enhanced the look
of the handloom material.

The buyers were amused to
watch such a show of the
designer accessories, paintings
and outfits.
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A25-year-old youth was bru-
tally murdered at his farm

in Surana village under
Nazeerabad police station area
late in the night on Thursday.
Police said that Jagdish was
found murdered at his farm
house in the morning on
Friday. Family members told
that he left house after 11 in the
night and later found murdered
in the morning. 

SHO Nazeerabad
Yogendra Parmar said that cir-
cumstantial evidences suggest
that someone acquainted was
involved and reason could not
be ascertained as the post
mortem report is awaited. The
head was hit hard with sharp
edged object which caused his
death.

In the initial investigation
police have not found any

signs of struggles. The motive
behind the murder remains
unclear and yet to be investi-
gated, he added. The deceased
used to stay with his family in
Surana village and had gone to
water crops late in the night
and later he was found killed by
his brother.

The body was sent for the
post mortem after the prelim-
inary investigation and the
police have registered a case
under section 302 of the IPC
and have started further inves-
tigation. 

Meanwhile, a 30-year-old
man got electrocuted at
Nazeerabad while working at
his shop on Thursday; man was
electrocuted of high tension
power supply lines over his
shop. The deceased identified
as Hemant Saxena used to run
a shop and was trying to work
over his shop in the afternoon

when he got electrocuted. 
Police were informed and

on the receipt a police team
reached the spot and started
investigation. After the pre-

liminary investigation the body
was sent for the post mortem
and a case under section 174 of
the CrPC was registered by the
police.
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Ayodhya Nagar police has
nabbed three vehicle-lifters

from different areas and recov-
ered six vehicles worth �10 lakh
from their possession on
Thursday.

According to the police
Narsinghpur, Kareli, Aamgaon
and Maholi viilage areas were
searched and nabbed three
suspects and when the three
were questioned they con-
fessed stealing of vehicles.

A total of 6 vehicles one
tractor, three passenger Ape
auto rickshaws, one loading
auto rickshaw and one motor-
bike worth Rs 10 lakh were
recovered from their posses-
sion.

The nabbed miscreants
were identified as Jitu alias
Jitendra Mali (23) of Maholi
village, Dharmendra Patel
(21) of Narsinghpur and
Akash Lodhi (20) of Chola
Mandir.

The vehicles were stolen
in the past one year. The pas-
senger Ape was stolen from
Bhanpur area around 10
months ago and was without
registration number. The
loading auto was stolen from
Peoples Dental College in the
month of January this year
bearing registration number
MP04LD2529. The tractor
which has been recovered
was stolen from liquor shop at

Bhanpur bearing registration
number MP33M1513 and
passenger Ape was stolen
from the same area two
months ago. One passenger

auto rickshaw and motorbike
were stolen from Ayodhya
Nagar.

Police said that the stolen
vehicles were kept at Jitendra’s

house in Maholi village.
During the investigation
police would search for crim-
inal record of the miscreant.

The earlier stolen and

disposed vehicles would be
investigated and involvement
of accused in other crimes
using the vehicles has yet to
be investigated.
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“Saat Rang Ki Is Duniya me,
Main Kya har rang se ijazat

loon?’, poet Surbhi Raikwar.
Surbhi a young poet was

reciting her poetry at a Poets’
Meet that was organised here
on Friday at Baithak The Art
House. 

The poet’s  meet
Khudrang-Sukhan was organ-
ised for the young poets and
writers.

A platform was given to
the writers and poets so that

they can present their cre-
ations before the poetry lovers
of the city. Organiser Sudesh
Jain informed that the poets
and their poetries were cho-
sen through a selection
process.

Marking the lyrical day,
renowned poets from across
the country were present to
recite their creations. 

The young poets includ-
ed Shashank Hirkanay, Rahil
Khan, Vanshika Sahu, Ajay
Rahul, Naved Imam, Rithik
Shrivastava, Gulsher Ahmed,

Vinayak Tomar,  Surbhi
Raikwar and Thakur Vishal
Singh.

Many senior poets were
also a part of the event, but
the aim was giving a place to
young poets, Sudesh added.
As many as 17 poets recited
their creations. 

The poets present at the
programme and recited their
creations before the audience
grabbing much applause.

Some of the senior poets
included Santosh Khirwakar,
VikasSaxena, Ahsan Ziya,

Ishraq Azizi ,  Murtuza,
Mustufa Aamir and Pramod
Pabaiya.

The poets recited the
poem over various issues con-
cerning the social issues
majorly. 

Further, the other partic-
ipant poets also gave over-
whelming performances
before the audience as they
read out their creations
adding various emotions, and
expressions in their poetry.
There were some abstract
poetry as well.  

At the programme, the
transparency of literature was
appreciated by the audience.

The literature lovers of the
city appreciated the creations
of some of the poets for their
tremendous contribution in
mounting up the literature
among people.

The audience took the
pleasure of the poets’ meet
and enjoyed the show whole-
heartedly. 

The audiences were
impressed as the poets recit-
ed their creations. 
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The final rehearsal of classic
play Birjees Qadar Ka

Kunba is being practised by
Hum Theatre Group. The play
will be performed at Shaheed
Bhavan on April 28.

The play is being directed
by Balendra Singh. It is an
adaptation of the original
Spanish play ‘The House of
Bernada Alba’ written by the
revolutionary genius of
Spanish theatre, Federico
Garcia Lorca in the year 1936,
who brought vivid and tragic
poetry to the stage with his
powerful dramas.

Birjees Qadar Ka Kunba is
a classic saga of repression,
rebellion, love, rivalry between
the siblings and also loyalty,
intrigue, betrayal, the different
faces of conceit as shown by

the various characters at dif-
ferent times, the depravity and
the divinity of lust, a struggle
between the natural instincts of
man and the boundaries
imposed by society, the domin-
ion and suppression of woman
over woman, the likes of which
have seldom been seen on
stage yet.

Featuring an all female
cast, this play is much more
than just a play about women.
It is the depiction of human
within, often being inhuman
and sometimes act like an ani-
mal.

Notably, the play is set in
an Islamic household, but the
themes of oppression and
struggle are universal and
would hold true for any soci-
ety throughout history. And
yet, there is more. Many more
layers to be uncovered and

many more faces to be
unveiled.

The play is a full on enter-
tainment and is full on social

messages as the play has
tragedy, tradition, class repu-
tation, prejudice and much
more in the play.
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Extensive efforts have been
made to push economy

towards digital transactions,
but the Election Commission is
out to encourage cash pay-
ments among those willing to

file nomination papers.
Those approaching the

District Returning Officer
(District Collector) office for
purchasing the nomination
forms are given only one
option for payment (Deposit)
of security deposit of �25,000

for general category and
�12,500 for reserved category.

One such candidate of
Hindustan Nirmal Dal
Kamlesh Thakur contesting
for Bhopal constituency said
that he had paid cash � 25,000
for nomination fee for Lok

Sabha elections. He informed
that he was not given any
option regarding payment by
any other mode.

And if there was any
option of making the nomi-
nation fee digitally he was
not informed prior to the pay-
ment of nomination fee.
Thakur was aware of the mode
of cash and paid the nomina-
tion fee in cash.

Another aspirant Alok
Kumar, who purchased the
nomination form on
Thursday, told that the
employee concerned categor-
ically told him that only cash
would be accepted and thus he
had to pay security deposit in
cash.

Over the issue, when con-
tacted, Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) told ‘The Pioneer’ that
no such directives for taking
deposits only in cash, have
been issued to the officials.
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The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) has

started receiving solar power
from the Rewa’s Mega Solar
Power Project of Madhya
Pradesh.

The Corporation received
27 MW power from the Rewa
solar project, which will grad-
ually increase it to 99 MW—
according to DMRC’s press
statement.

“The power received from
Rewa will be utilised for the
operational as well as auxiliary
requirements of the Delhi
Metro. Till now, the solar
power generated by the rooftop
solar plants installed in DMRC
premises were utilised for the
auxiliary requirements such
as lighting and air condition-
ing of stations, depots, etc,” the
DMRC statement said.

“On an average about 345
million units (MU) of power
will be received from Rewa in
a calendar year. In 2018-19,
Delhi Metro consumed about
1092 MU for its operations,” it
added.

To mark the beginning of
this new arrangement,
DMRC’s managing director
Mangu Singh, Rewa Ultra
Mega Solar chairperson Manu
Srivastava, International Solar
Alliance director general
Upendra Tripathi and other

senior officials travelled on a
solar-powered Metro train
from the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium Station to Central
Secretariat.

Notably, the Delhi Metro is
a pioneer in terms of creating
solar power generation infra-
structure in the country today.
Apart from the power received
from Rewa, it generates about
28 MW of solar power through
a number of rooftop solar
power projects that have been
installed on Delhi Metro’s sta-

tions, residential colonies and
depots.

Rewa Ultra Mega Solar
project in Madhya Pradesh
has a total capacity of 750 MW.
It is one of the largest single-
site solar power plants in India
and the world. The DMRC will
purchase 24 per cent of the
project’s electricity generation,
while the state discoms will
receive the remaining 76 per
cent, the Madhya Pradesh Urja
Vikas Nigam Ltd (MPUVNL)
added.
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A27-year-old youth was
attacked by three miscre-

ants at Galla Mandi under
Jehangirabad police station
area o n Thursday; man
escaped with injuries while
search for miscreants is on. 

According to the police
the victim Mohammad Wahid
was injured after he intervened
to pacify fight of three miscre-
ants with his younger brother
near his house and was
attacked by three in the dispute.
The victim was rushed to a
nearby hospital and informed
the police.

A complaint was lodged by
the victim with the police stat-
ing that his younger brother
Danish had fight with Shabban,
Guddan and Amaan. On
Thursday the three came to
their house and asked for
Danish and when he went to
check the three started to abuse
and create ruckus after which
Wahid came and intervened
and tried to pacify the miscre-
ants who angered them and
they attacked him with sharp
edged weapon and escaped
the spot. 

The police have registered
a case under sections 294, 506,
324 and 34 of the IPC and have
started further investigation.

Meanwhile, Jehangirabad
police have registered a case
against errant driver who
mowed down a 20-year-old late
in the night near Barkhedi
area. A youth died after he was
mowed down by an unknown
vehicle late in the night on
Thursday. 

The police have registered
a case under section 174 of the
CrPC and have started further
investigation. The reason
behind the suicide would be
investigated as the family mem-
bers failed to provide reason
behind the suicide.
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The GRP Amla have busted
a gang of women thieves

and nabbed three women and
recovered stolen valuables
worth �1.5 lakh on Thursday;
3-4 gang members are
absconding and search has
been started to nab the accused
women.

After a woman who was
roaming suspiciously near over
bridge at Amla railway station
was nabbed a gang of women
burglars was revealed on
Thursday. A mobile phone
without SIM card was recov-
ered from her possession and
when she was asked regarding
details she failed to provide the
details and confessed that the
mobile phone was stolen one.  

The nabbed woman was
identified as Ranjeeta (40) of
Nagpur Maharashtra. The
police registered case under
section 41(1-4) of the CrPC
and section 379 of the IPC and
started further investigation.

Later, in the investigation
she confessed that six more

women are involved in stealing
goods and they alighted off the
train at Mulati railway station.
Based on the information
police team rushed to Mulati
railway station and nabbed
two women who were nabbed
as Sumitra Bisse (32) and Anju
Mankar (30) of Nagpur
Maharashtra.

The nabbed women mis-
creants confessed stealing a
purse from a woman passenger
boarding Betul Chindwara pas-
senger train on February 21
this year which was carrying
gold and silver jewelry and
valuables worth �1.5 lakh were
recovered from their posses-
sion.

Meanwhile Jehangirabad
police have nabbed a wanted
having a reward of � 5000 and
was charged of attacking two
persons at Bheem Nagar with
sharp edged weapon on
January 1 this year.
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Congress general secretary
Jyotiraditya Scindia here

on Friday termed the Bhopal
Lok Sabha contest between col-
league Digvijay Singh and BJP's
Pragya Singh Thakur as a fight
between two ideologies.

He was responding to a
query on Thakur, an accused in
the 2008 Malegaon blast case,
earlier claiming that her fight
with Singh, a strident critic of
the Sangh Parivar, was a dharm
yudh.

"The contest between our
senior leader Digvijay Singh
and BJP candidate Pragya Singh

Thakur for Bhopal Lok Sabha
seat is a fight between two ide-
ologies. It is not a dharm yudh.
It is a fight between two ide-
ologies in which the truth and
the Congress will triumph,"
Scindia said.

"This is a fight between a
handful of people in suit- boot
(well to do) and the public," the
Guna MP said.

He refused to comment
further on Thakur or the
charges she was facing in the
Malegaon blast case, citing that
the matter was sub judice.
Scindia will be filing his nom-
ination for the Guna Lok Sabha
seat on Saturday.
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India's Ambassador to the
UAE Navdeep Singh Suri

has commended the launch of
a book containing english
translation of the Punjabi
poem, Khooni Vaisakhi, saying
the100-year old classic ballad
about the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre is now reaching a
global audience.

The poem was translated
by Suri whose grandfather rev-
olutionary poet and novelist
Nanak Singh, a Jallianwala
Bagh survivor, wrote it after
witnessing first-hand the events
of April 13, 1919, when British
troops fired upon crowds of
protestors peacefully demon-
strating against the Rowlatt
Act of the British Raj, leading
to the loss of well over a thou-
sand lives. 

The book was also released
in New Delhi on April 13,
marking 100 years since the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre that
took place in Amritsar. 

Speaking at a panel dis-
cussion on the poem following
the launch of the book in Abu
Dhabi on Thursday, Suri said
that the release of the book has
attracted exceptional media
and public interest. 

“Its release in India has
attracted exceptional media
and public interest and many
have commented on the time-
less quality of its message,”
Suri said.
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Police sources said they are

scanning call records of Rohit,
his wife, relatives and a few oth-
ers who were in regular touch
with him. “They are also trying
to reconstruct last seven days
of his life and the person whom
he met just before breathing his
last. Apart from probing prop-
erty related issues, police are
also looking for conspiracy
angle to ascertain who wanted
to eliminate Rohit,” said official.

An official privy to inves-
tigation said the fact behind the
murder will emerge once inves-
tigation is completed 

According to Vijay Kumar,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), South district,
Rohit’s mother Ujjwala Tiwari
was in Max Hospital for her
treatment when she received a
phone call from home that he
was unwell and bleeding from
the nose. “An ambulance call was
made to the hospital. Ujjwala
reached her residence, along
with the ambulance that brought
Rohit to hospital,” said the DCP.

An official statement from
Max Healthcare said, “Max
Hospital received an emergency
call from the residence of Rohit
at 4.41 pm. An ambulance
brought Rohit to Max, where he
was declared brought dead at
the hospital emergency.”

Rohit joined the BJP ahead
of the 2017 Uttarakhand

Assembly polls and recently
indicated that he could join the
Congress. In 2012, ND Tiwari,
who had quit as Andhra
Pradesh Governor after a pur-
ported video of his sexual
escapade was leaked, was forced
to give samples of his DNA for
a paternity test after warnings
by the Delhi High Court.

In 2014, Tiwari finally
accepted Rohit as his son,
putting an end to a prolonged
legal battle on the issue.

From Page 1
Besides, Priyanka is said to

have formed a formidable team
of 1,000 youngsters, who will
strike at Varanasi after elections
in Amethi and Rae Bareli,
where Rahul and Sonia Gandhi
are contesting to retain their
traditional seats.

Earlier, Priyanka herself
speculated about the ‘big fight’
by asking party workers in
Amethi, whether she should
contest from Varanasi.

During her Gana Yatra
from Prayagraj to Varanasi,
she viciously attacked Modi for
poor work in Varanasi and
expressed willingness to con-
testing from the Temple City.

Subsequently, brother and
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
backed his sister’s willingness to
take on Modi and did not rule
out the possibility. A similar
line was taken by Priyanka’s
husband Robert Vadra who
recently told newspersons in
Amethi that the Varanasi con-
test was very much on the
cards.

Barely two days back, State
Congress chief Raj Babbar dur-
ing an interview, without dis-
missing the possibility, said
that he could reply on the
issue when the Gandhi family
had kept it a ‘closely guarded
suspense’.

From Page 1
“Narendra Modi is a fake

OBC, who is actually from
upper caste and included his
caste in OBCs list while he was
the Chief Minister of Gujarat.
Such person can never work in
your favour,’’ Mayawati said,
adding “Mulayam Singh Yadav
is a born OBC and under the
banner of the Samajwadi Party
he has relentlessly worked for
the emancipation of the OBCs’’.
Mayawati added, “You have to
ensure the victory of the real
leader of the OBCs - Mulayam
Singh Yadav’’.

In what is widely known as
the “guest house incident”,
Samajwadi Party workers had
in 1995 attacked a State guest
house where the BSP chief
was camping with her sup-
porters.

Mayawati also showered
praise on SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav saying “he is the sole
inheritor of the Mulayam Singh
Yadav and he is sincerely tak-
ing forward the legacy of his
father”. In a rare gesture
Mayawati ended her speech

raising the customary ‘Jai Bhim’
slogan of her party and added
“Jai Lohia”.

The BSP leader arrived at
the Christian College ground to
a rousing reception by surging
crowds, comprising mainly of
Samajwadi Party supporters
in the party citadel.

As an SP MLA bowed
before the BSP president
Mayawati touching her feet, the
SP patron, who was the first
one to speak, welcomed her
and asked his supporters to
always respect her.

Mulayam Singh and
Mayawati fell out after their rul-
ing coalition in UP crashed in
1995, two years after they came
together along with smaller
parties to keep the BJP out of
power. 

SP president Akhilesh
Yadav in his speech said that
“it’s a historic day in the UP’s
politics”. He thanked his father
Mulayam Singh Yadav for giv-
ing respect to Mayawati and the
BSP president for seeking sup-
port for his father.

Appealing to the people to

snatch the ‘Chowki’ of the
chowkidar, he said how a chai-
wallah turned into a chowkidar
just to fool the people. He said
the new political chapter in
Mainpuri has sent a message of
Opposition unity against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
the country. Mainpuri goes to
polls in the third phase on April
23.

From Page 1
The AAP is seeking an

alliance in Haryana, Delhi and
Chandigarh while the Congress
is adamant to tie up only in the
national Capital.

On Thursday, the AAP-JJP
alliance announced that there
is no possibility of a tie-up in
Haryana as the JJP said that it
could never join hands with the
grand old party 

In Haryana, the AAP has
proposed an alliance in the
ratio of 6:3:1 with six seats for
Congress, three seats for AAP’s
alliance partner in the state
Jannayak Janata Party and one
seat for itself.

In Delhi, an alliance in the
formula of 5:2 has been pro-
posed by the AAP with five
seats for the ruling party while
the Congress has refused to
form an alliance anywhere
except in Delhi and that too in
a ratio of 4:3.

On Thursday, Balbir Singh
Jakhar, the AAP’s candidate
from the West Delhi seat, the
last of seven candidates
announced by the party for
Delhi Lok Sabha elections filed
his nomination.

From Page 1
Welcoming Chaturvedi

into his party, Thackeray said
that he would give her an
important responsibility that
would suit her “capability and
intelligence”  so that she could
work for the party and coun-
try effectively.

Informed party sources
said given her reach in the
media, fluency in English and
Hindi and familiarity with
national issues, the Shiv Sena
might consider to appoint
Chaturvedi as its national
spokesperson and at some stage
in future, it might send her to
Rajya Sabha from Maharashtra.

In her resignation letter
sent to Rahul on Thursday with
“a heavy heart”, Chaturvedi
stated, “A serious incident and
misbehaviour against me by
certain party members while I
was on official duty for the
party, has been ignored under
the guise of all hands needed
for elections. The indignity to
me has been the final factor to
convince me to move on and
focus on other things outside
INC.”

Chaturvedi’s entry to the

Shiv Sena came two days after
she tweeted: “Deeply saddened
that lumpen goons get prefer-
ence in @incindia over those
who have given their sweat &
blood. Having faced brickbats
& abuse across board for the
party but yet those who threat-
ened me within the party get-
ting away with not even a rap
on their knuckles is unfortu-
nate”.

Denying that her decision
to quit the Congress had any-
thing to do with her not getting
a party ticket to contest the Lok
Sabha polls, Chaturvedi said,
“As a Congress functionary, I
used to present women issues
strongly on various platforms.
But, I felt sad when some con-
gress workers made certain
comments about me. I had
some relief the party workers
were suspended. But the sus-
pended party workers were
reinstated into the party. For
me as a person with no politi-
cal connection who had given
10 years of her life to the party
without selfish motives at a
great personal cost, the rein-
statement of those who mis-
behaved with me came as a big

letdown”.
“But I know once I leave

from here, I will be trolled a lot.
People will ask me questions as
to why there is a sudden change
in me (that prompted to join
the Shiv Sena). But, I can tell
you with confidence from this
platform that I have taken the
decision to join the Shiv Sena
after a considerable thought to
my responsibilities before me in
the coming days. Under the
leaderships of Uddhavji and
Adityaji, I will do whatever I
can work to strengthen the
party - be it in Mumbai or any-
where at the national level and
take the party’s ideas across the
country,” Chaturvedi said.

She cited an example of
how a woman in a family felt
when her own mother would
refused to stand by her when
she went and complained to the
latter that she had been sexu-
ally assaulted within the fami-
ly. “I was giving you only an
example considering that I
have gone public and expressed
displeasure... I stand for what
I say and I have done it,” she
said.

On why she joined the
Shiv Sena of all parties,
Chaturvedi said, “I have always
been in Mumbai  and I have
known the Shiv Sena since my
birth... Like every Mumbaikar
and Maharashtrian, I have
always had some affinity for

Shiv Sena.
Replying to question,

Chaturvedi said though her
family came from Mathura
where there was still a family
house, she had not sought a
Congress ticket from Mathura.

She stated that she had
joined the Youth Congress in
Mumbai ten years ago “as I
believed in the ideology of the
party and your vision of inclu-
sive, liberal and progressive
politics”.

Maintaining that during
the last 10 years the party had
given her various platforms to
learn and grown in political
and public space and she had
taken forward the vision and
message of the party to the peo-
ple, Chaturvedi said she had
carried out the responsibilities
given to her with dedication,
passion and commitment.

“I don’t even have to
remind you of having faced
personal threats, slander and
abuse and so have my family
members including my kids in
the course of my service to the
party,” she said.

“I have immense respect
and good wishes for you, the
party, most of the senior lead-
ers who mentored and encour-
aged a rank outsider like me to
come into the system,”
Chaturvedi said, while thank-
ing party workers with whom
she had worked.
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From Page 1
A ‘Harijan Basti’ in the

area cries for urgent attention. 
The area comes under

the South Delhi Constituency
whose Member of Parliament
(MP) is Ramesh Bidhuri and
Member of Legislative
Assembly (MLA) of RK
Puram is Promial Tokas and
when The Pioneer contacted
them they did not respond to
the calls and messages.
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From Page 1
Karkare was killed along

with two other senior police
officers while fighting terrorists
during the 26/11 attacks in
Mumbai in November 2008.

Pragya is contesting against
former Chief Minister of
Madhya Pradesh Digvijay
Singh, who is seen by the BJP
as the propagator of the term
‘saffron terror’. Thakur said
she would expose and tell the
torture she underwent while in
the police custody. Incidentally,
it was the police under then
BJP Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan that had arrest-
ed Thakur for her alleged
involvement in the murder of
a former RSS worker Sunil
Joshi in 2018 and 2011.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Friday promised

traders �50-lakh loan without
any collateral, credit card facil-
ity and a pension scheme for
small shopkeepers as he made
a strong re-election pitch to the
business community.

Modi said while his
Government has stood by
traders in thick and thin, the
opposition Congress has
abused businessmen by calling
all of them 'chor' (thieves).

Addressing a traders' con-
vention here, he said the BJP-
led NDA government in the
last five years at the Centre
worked to simplify lives and
businesses of traders by scrap-
ing 1,500 archaic laws, simpli-
fying processes and providing
easy credit. Traders are “back-
bone” of the Indian economy
but had in past never got the
respect they deserved, Modi
said, adding that doubling the
size of the economy to USD 5
trillion is not possible without
their contribution.

“I am impressed by the
hard work of traders... Their
business has helped the econ-
omy bloom,” he said. “I have
tried to make your life and
business easy in last five years.”

“The country is also see-
ing how we have stood by you
in thick and thin,” Modi said.

With a household audi-
ence, the Prime Minister said

the trading community is like
weather forecaster who can
anticipate future tidings.

Hitting out at the opposi-
tion Congress, the prime min-
ister said the party has in its 70-
year rule only “insulted” busi-
nessmen. “They called all busi-
nessmen chor (thieves)” with-
out realising the contribution of
the business community in the
economy.

Stating that Mahatma
Gandhi too came from busi-
nessmen community of banias,
he said the country has seen the
“insults” meted out by the
Congress to traders.

After being re-elected, he
said, his government will set up
a National Traders' Welfare
Board, bring trader credit cards
and a pension scheme for small
shopkeepers.

Also, the provision will be
made to provide loans of up to

�50 lakh without collateral,
the prime minister promised to
traders.

Congress-led governments
blamed traders for ills like
price rise when it was the
party's own hoarders who were
black marketing commodities,
he alleged.

Listing his government's
achievements, he said the NDA
regime has ended 1,500 archa-
ic laws at the rate of one per day
in the last five years to make
doing business easier in the
country.

Processes have been sim-
plified, inspector raj largely
checked and personal interfer-
ence in income tax assessment
removed.

“I consider you (traders) as
biggest stakeholder of the econ-
omy. Opposition parties
remember you only on special
occasion,” he said.
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The simmering discontent-
ment over the absence of

basic amenities in the area
along the China border is forc-
ing 400-odd voters in
Himachal Pradesh's remote
Kunnu and Charang villages in
Kinnaur district to boycott the
parliamentary polls.

The reason: politicians visit
the area only during elections
and thereafter disappear.

“A road to connecting to
our village has been con-
structed under the Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana
but there is lack of its mainte-
nance. It is literally non-existent
at most of the 15-km stretch
from Moorang to Charang,” vil-
lage head Puran Singh told
IANS on Friday.

He sought to strengthen
the BSNL network, open more
schools and provide liberal
funding for local area devel-
opment.

“Despite repeated
reminders to our representa-
tives, no action has been initi-
ated,a he said on phone, adding
“the entire villagers have now
decided that: 'jab tak road
repair nahi, tab tak vote nahi'
(We will not vote till the road
is repaired).”

Kunnu and Charang
polling stations in Pooh block,
known for growing peas, are
part of the sprawling Mandi
parliamentary constituency

that covers almost two-thirds of
the hill state.

In this seat, sitting MP
Ram Swaroop Sharma of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has been pitted against
Congress greenhorn Ashray
Sharma, who learnt politics for
years from his father and for-
mer Minister Anil Sharma.

While Charang has 50
households, Kunnu has 30.

Another villager Roshan
Lal said the villagers were suf-
fering because of unprece-
dented delay in repair of the
road.

“Also the contractor hired
by the state government has not
cleared the snow from the
road timely in the winter,
resulting in hampering of
movement of heavy vehicles,”
he said.

“We are living in India
and not in Pakistan. It is the
duty of our politicians to take
care of development in villages
located in interiors of the state,”
added an aggrieved Lal, who is
gram panchayat 'up-pradhan'.

Octogenarian Ramesh Lal
Negi said the health services are
quite bad. “Lack of develop-
ment remains a major issue in
areas bordering China in the
state. For want of health spe-
cialists one has to travel either
to Shimla or to Chandigarh.”

Locals rue that the condi-
tion of road is so bad that they
even can't even walk. Large pits
pose threat of accidents.
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Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari Friday accused

Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
of misleading people with a
false promise of providing a
minimum income of �72,000
per year.

Addressing a campaign
rally at Pathalgaon in Jashpur
district of Chhattisgarh, he
also said the credit for trans-
forming the country's image in
the last five years did not go to
him or Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, but to the
people who gave majority to
the BJP.

“Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi, all gave the
slogan `garibi hatao' (remove
poverty) and people voted for
them, but they did nothing.

“Similarly, Rahul Gandhi
has started misleading the
country by lying to people. He
is making a false promise of
giving �72,000 per year to the
poor,” Gadkari said.

“It is wrong, because they
cannot give it. From where they
will get the money? To mislead
people has been the Congress'
policy,” he said.

“During its 50-year-rule,

the Congress spread the poison
of casteism and communalism.
They misled people by telling
them that the BJP government
is anti-Dalit and it will change
the Constitution. They tell
Muslims that this government
will chop them off (`katwa
denge') and send them to
Pakistan,” he said.

“The Congress is spreading
lies because it cannot seek
votes on the basis of its work,”
Gadkari said.

“We are working to fulfil
the dream of making India a
super-economic power,” he
added.

“The credit for changing
the country's image in the last
five years does not go to me or
prime minister Narendra Modi,
but to the people who gave
majority to the BJP (in 2014
polls) and gave us opportuni-
ty for undertaking develop-
ment,” the Union minister said.

He sought votes so that the
BJP could continue “the
process of development” and
crack down on corruption.

He also referred to the
Modi government's initiative to
clean up the Ganga, saying now
its water was so clean that
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi could drink
it (when she visited Varanasi).

Kolkata: In one of the biggest
seizures, the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence has seized
illegal foreign-origin cigarettes
worth �2.13 crore from areas in
and around Kolkata.

The cigarettes were smug-
gled into India from Myanmar
and were seized on Wednesday,
a statement issued Friday by
DRI said.

A total of 7,39,000 cigarette
sticks of WIN brand of China
and ESSE LIGHTS brand of
Korea valued at �73.9 lakh
packed in 29 sacks containing
74 cartons and loaded on a
pick-up van were initially
recovered from a truck termi-
nal in Dankuni, it said.

The driver of the van dis-
closed he had loaded the ciga-
rettes from another truck
parked inside the terminal,
DRI said.

A further inquiry revealed
the cigarettes were brought
from Guwahati for delivery in
Kolkata, it said.

Acting on leads derived
from the preliminary investi-
gation, immediate follow-up
searches were carried out at a
godown near Topsia, where the
cigarettes were to be deliv-
ered, the statement said.

A search of the godown led
to the seizure of another
12,59,470 sticks of illegally-
imported cigarettes of brands
such as Dunhill, Gudang
Garam (Indonesia) , Monde
(UAE) of approximate value of
�1.24 crore. PTI
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Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh

Yadav Friday said BJP
Bhopal candidate
Pragya Singh would
not have made the
'curse' remark about police
officer Hemant Karkare, had
the Election Commission taken
action against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2017.

He was apparently refer-
ring to the controversial
'shamshan-kabristan' remark
made by Modi during an elec-
tion rally in 2017. “If there is
electricity in graveyard and
during Ramzan, it must also be
available in a crematorium and
during Diwali,” Modi had said.

Yadav said, “Had the
Election Commission initiated
action against the prime min-
ister in 2017, such statements
would not have been given.”

He slammed the saffron
party for fielding Thakur, who
had Thursday night said that
Karkare died during the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks as she
“cursed” him for torturing her.

“You see what message the
BJP is trying to give. They are
fielding such candidates,” he
said.  

Yadav also sharpened his
attack on the Congress,
terming it the most “dhoke-
baaz” party and alleged that it

used the CBI against
him and his father,
Mulayam Singh
Yadav.

“It was the
Congress which mis-
used the CBI against
me and 'Netaji '

(Mulayam) and got a probe
started against us. I dont fear
anyone,” he told reporters at the
party office.

He was responding to
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi's
statement in Badaun Thursday
in which he had attacked the SP
and the BSP, saying they were
scared of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and they had
caused immense damage to
Uttar Pradesh during their rule.

Yadav claimed the man
who filed the PIL in the dis-
proportionate assets case
against him and his father had
also joined hands with the BJP.

“The Congress should
reply whether this man was
present during the nomination
or not. They (Congress) have
no face to talk to me,” he said,
adding that both the parties
were the same.

On the occasion BJP MP
from Machlishahr, Ram
Charitra Nishad joined the
Samajwadi Party. Amrendra
Nishad and his mother Rajmati
Nishad, who recently left the SP
to join the BJP, joined the
party again.
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The Jammu and Kashmir
High Court Friday sought

the government's response on
allegations of non-compliance
with an administrative decision
to issue travel passes for civil-
ian traffic movement in case of
emergencies during the two
days restriction on the Jammu-
Srinagar national highway.

A bench of justices Ali
Mohammad Magrey and Tashi
Rabstan was hearing a bunch of
petitions challenging the clo-
sure of highway for civilian
traffic on Sunday and
Wednesday every week to allow
smooth movement of security
forces' convoys.

During the hearing, the
counsel for the petitioners
alleged that a decision taken at
the divisional commissioner's
level, which provided that in
case of any requirements for
local traffic movement for any
emergencies, travel passes will
be issued, was not being
adhered to.

Senior Additional
Advocate General B A Dar
sought time to file a response
on the allegations.

“Let the counsel for
respondents file their response
as regards the steps being
undertaken to ensure that the
decision taken at the division-
al commissioner's level is
adhered to,” the court said.
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BJD Sukinda Assembly can-
didate and sitting MLA

Pritiranjan Ghadai was given
rousing receptions by his sup-
porters at several places dur-
ing his road show at Tamaka,
Chitri, Nadiabhanga under
the Danagadi block on
Thursday.

Addressing his supporters,
Ghadai said that Naveen
Patnaik led BJD Government
has done many developmental
works and committed further
the process. The BJD gives
more focus on women
empowerment and tribals’
development, he said.

“You are my strength in
the struggle. Bless me and
send me to the Assembly again
so that I can serve you” Ghadai
urged people. He also said that
the State Government has
been doing many pro-people
welfare works in the State and
particularly for tribals. 
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Friday said that

Arnab Roy, a 2010 batch West
Bengal Civil Service (WBCS)
officer, who was on election
duty in Nadia of Ranaghat
Parliamentary constituency, is
missing since Thursday. 

The police filed an FIR late
last night on Thursday and
started an investigation.  Roy,
in his 30s, a district nodal
officer,  was in-charge of the
EVMs (electronic voting
machines) and VVPATs (Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail) at
a polling booth in Nadia dis-
trict of Ranaghat parliamentary
constituency.   

In another development,
the EC sought a report from the
West Bengal chief electoral offi-
cer on an alleged biopic on
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee.   The biopic titled
‘’Baghini’’ is slated to release on
May 3. The BJP had approached
the poll panel seeking a ban on
the release of the movie till the
election process is over.

Sources in the EC said
that the Commission has
sought a report from the dis-
trict magistrate on Roy going
missing after it was alerted by
district administration and the
chief electoral officer (CEO) of
West Bengal about Roy’s dis-
appearance.  Roy’s wife too
lodged a missing complaint in
this regard. EC said that officer
is being appointed in his place
to look into EVMs and VVPAT
in Nadia. 

Nadia has two parliamen-

tary constituencies - Ranaghat
and Krishnanagar - where elec-
tions are due on April 29, in the
fourth phase. It is considered
Trinamool Congress strong-
hold.

Sources in the district
police said that his two mobile
phones are switched off and
their last location was detect-
ed to be near Shantipur, also in
Nadia district. “After Shantipur
his location could not be
detected as his phones were
switched off. This is making it
difficult for us to locate him,”
another police officer said. The
police are tracking the officer’s
phones and scanning CCTV
footage of the area. According
to reports, Roy was last seen at
Shantipur in Nadia.

Initial investigation
revealed that Roy, a few days
back, had an alleged tiff with
Nadia District Magistrate
Sumit Gupta, who was also his
neighbour, a few days ago on
some operational duties in
connection with the elections.
According to Gupta, there was

no such tiff between them.
After a failed search, the

district administration lodged
a complaint with the PS
Kotwali Krishnanagar, the
police officer said. 

Earlier, union minister and
BJP candidate of Asansol,
Babul Supriyo,  tweeted and
attached a picture of the offi-
cer about his missing.  “Nadia
District Nodal Election Officer
Arnab Roy is reportedly miss-
ing. He was at Bipradas
Choudhury Polytechnic
College for his poll duty yes-
terday and after lunch went
untraceable. He is in-charge of
the EVMs and VVPATs. Police
has begun investigations,”
Babul Supriyo tweeted. 

Ahead of the third phase,
the election observers reviewed
the security situation, in a high
level meeting on Friday. On
Thursday, during the second
phase of Lok Sabha polls, mas-
sive violence erupted in West
Bengal causing apprehensions
about the free and fair elections
in the state.

After violence at booths in
Darjeeling’s Chopra, the
observers in West Bengal called
for 50 more companies of cen-
tral forces for elections on
April 23, when five con-
stituencies of Balurghat,
Maldah Uttar, Maldah
Dakshin, Jangipur and
Murshidabad goes to polls.

Among this, a report has
surfaced that Hindu residents
of a Muslim dominated village
have been barred from voting
in the Raiganj constituency in
the state.
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As Libya’s capital Tripoli
continues to be hit by vio-

lence, External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj on Friday said
that over 500 Indians are stuck
there and suggested that they
leave the city
immediately.

The minis-
ter said that if
the Indians
stranded in the
Libyan capital
do not leave immediately, then
it may not be possible to evac-
uate them later.

Over 200 people were
killed in Tripoli in the last two
weeks since renegade Libyan
military commander Khalifa
Haftar’s troops launched a
strike to oust UN-backed
Prime Minister Fayez al-Sarraj
from power.

Swaraj tweeted, “Even after
massive evacuation from Libya
and the travel ban, there are
over 500 Indian nationals in
Tripoli. The situation in Tripoli
is deteriorating fast. Presently,
flights are operational.

“Pls ask your relatives and
friends to leave Tripoli imme-
diately. We will not be able to
evacuate them later,” she said
on her Twitter handle.
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The Election Commission
(EC) has said that NaMo

TV can air live speeches of the
PM during the “election silence
period” as long as there is no
reference to the candidate or
constituency going to poll in
that particular phase.

Speaking to reporters on
NaMo TV, Deputy Election
Commissioner Sandeep Saxena
said, “Since live speeches are
not pre-certified election (cam-
paign) material, they can be
aired (by NaMo TV) during the
silence period as long as there
is no reference to candidate or
constituency.”

The EC has already made
it clear that according to elec-
toral laws, the platform cannot
display “election matter” dur-
ing the silence period  in a par-
ticular phase of the poll.

The poll panel has asked
the chief electoral officer
(CEO) of Delhi to ensure that
its directions are followed in
each of the remaining five
phases of the ongoing Lok
Sabha elections.

The directions were issued
to the Delhi CEO as he is the
nodal officer to pre-certify
political content in TV chan-
nels and similar platforms
which are beamed nationally. 

The CEO has also been
provided with a committee
specifically for the purpose, a
source aware of the develop-
ment said.

Section 126 of the
Representation of the People
Act “prohibits” display of any
“election matter” by means of

“cinematograph, television or
other similar apparatus”, 48
hours before the hour fixed for
conclusion of poll in a partic-
ular constituency.

This phase is called the
“silence period” as it allows a
voter to make up his or her
mind on whom to vote without
being influenced by political
campaigning. Section 126 is not
applicable on the print media.

The direction, sources said,
was issued to bring clarity on
the applicability of “silence
period” on NaMo TV.

On Thursday last week, the
EC had concluded that since
NaMo TV is sponsored by the
BJP, all recorded programmes
displayed on the platform
should be pre-certified by
media certification and moni-
toring committee of Delhi and
all political publicity contents
being displayed without pre-
certification should be removed
immediately.

After the Congress filed a
complaint with the poll panel
about the channel disturbing
the level playing field, the EC
had asked the Delhi CEO to file
a report on the issue.

Earlier, the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
told the poll panel that it was
an advertising platform that did
not require a license from the
ministry.

The Delhi CEO had
approved the logo of NaMo TV,
which, the BJP said, is part of
the NaMo App that it owns, but
did not “certify” the content as
it contained the old speeches of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
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The BJP on Friday took a
jibe  at grand alliance in the

UP, saying a “storm” in support
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the general election
has forced Opposition leaders
to come together.

The dig  from BJP
spokesperson Shahnawaz
Hussain came as BSP Chief
Mayawati and SP patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav shared
stage after many years of bitter
rivalry.

“This is a proof of storm in
Modi’s support. Both SP and
BSP have been rendered pow-
erless by it and have come
together to survive. People in
Uttar Pradesh and country are
with Modi,” Hussain told
reporters.

Mayawati, he said she came
to respect those whom she
blamed for her life’s biggest
insult.

At the press conference,
Hussain also took aim at the
Congress after its spokesperson
Priyanka Chaturvedi joined
Shiv Sena, saying the opposi-
tion party has become a “sink-
ing ship”.

Opposition parties are in
such a poor shape than nobody

know which leader is support-
ing whom, said the BJP leader
after Congress leader
Shatrughan Sinha, who is its
candidate in Patna Sahib seat,
campaigned for his wife and
Samajwadi Party nominee in
Lucknow Poonam Sinha.
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All applicants from big states
such as Uttar Pradesh,

West Bengal and Bihar have
been cleared for going on the
pilgrimage as Saudi Arabia has
increased India’s Haj quota to
two lakh. 

On Friday, the Saudi
Arabian government issued a
formal order with regard to the
increase in India’s Haj quota,
sources said.

At a meeting here in
February that was attended by
Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj and Minority

Affairs Minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi, Saudi Arabia had
increased India’s quota by about
25,000, taking the number of
pilgrims from India who can
perform Haj to two lakh.

“Due to the significant
increase in India’s Haj quota, all
the applicants from Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Goa,
Manipur, Lakshadweep,
Odisha, Puducherry, Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Chandigarh, Daman and Diu,
Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Punjab, Tripura, will go on
Haj,” a source said. 

A record number of two
lakh Muslims will perform Haj

this year without subsidy. 
Another highlight this year

is that 2,340 Muslim women
from India will also go for the
pilgrimage without ‘Mehram’
or male companion.

A total of 34,397 applica-
tions were received from Uttar
Pradesh this year, 8,470 from
West Bengal, 191 from Goa,
499 from Manipur, 698 from
Odisha, 2,138 from Andhra
Pradesh, 3,588 from Assam,
4,950 from Bihar, 72 from
Himachal Pradesh, 2,233 from
Jharkhand, 342 from Punjab,
and 110 from Tripura.

All these applicants have
become eligible to go on Haj
after the increase in India’s
quota, the sources said.
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The unified emergency help
line number 112 is now

available in 22 States. The ‘112’
helpline is an integration of
police (100), fire (101) and
women (1090) helpline num-
bers and the project is being
implemented under the central
government’s Nirbhaya Fund.
The single number for emer-
gency services is similar to ‘911’
in the United States.

The 20 states and UTs
include Himachal Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Gujarat, Puducherry,
Lakshadweep, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Dadar and
Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu,
Jammu and Kashmir and
Nagaland, a Home Ministry
official said.

The Emergency Response
Support System (ERSS) envis-
ages a single pan-India emer-
gency number ‘112’, which is an
internationally recognised
number, to target all types of
emergencies. A panic button is

already provided on all mobile
phones, which on activation
will trigger an emergency call
to ‘112’. The Emergency
Response Centre (ERCs), being
set up by the States and UTs,
can receive panic signal via
voice call to ‘112’, email
requests on state ERSS website
or the ‘112’ mobile app, the
official said.

Location based tracking of
victim can be done through
location based services of all
phones or even more accurately
through GPS for smart phones.

The ‘112’ India app pro-
vides for ‘shout facility’
designed especially for
women, for enlisting support
of volunteers, who have regis-
tered themselves with the state
police, for emergency
response.

To access emergency ser-
vices, a person can dial ‘112’ on
a phone or press the power
button of a smart phone three
times quickly to send a panic
call to the Emergency
Response Centre. In case of a
normal phone, a long press of
the ‘5’ or ‘9’ key will activate
the panic call.
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The Janata Dal (United) on
Friday demanded that the

Chief Election Commissioner
cancel the nomination papers
filed by the RJD candidates for
the Lok Sabha polls in Bihar,
asking how jailed RJD chief
Lalu Prasad had distributed the
party symbol with his signa-
ture, in apparent violation of
the jail manual.

JD (U) spokesperson
Neeraj Kumar has written to the
CEC demanding the cancella-
tion of the nomination papers
filed by the RJD candidates. 

“On which basis jailed Lalu
had distributed the party sym-
bol with his signature to can-
didates. Whether Lalu has
taken permission of the court
to distribute the party symbol?”
Kumar said. 

The JD(U) leader said that
he has urged the CEC to take
action in this connection.

Lalu had reportedly dis-
tributed the RJD symbol to the
candidates after the party
authorised him to do so.

The RJD  is contesting on
19 out of the 40 Lok Sabha seats
in the state as per the seat shar-
ing formula of the opposition
grand alliance.

Lalu was convicted in three
fodder scam cases in December
2017 and January 2018 and was
awarded 14 years imprison-
ment. He has applied for bail in
the Supreme Court.

Lalu Prasad, as President of
the RJD, is entitled to distribute
the party symbol. He is currently
undergoing treatment at the
Rajendra Institute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS) in Ranchi.
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Awhopping 570 candidates
out of a total 1,612, who are

contesting in the third phase of
the Lok Sabha elections, have
declared criminal cases against
them.

According to Association
of Democratic Reforms (ADR),
the data was published after
screening the candidates’ self-
sworn affidavits.

The data cites that among
the major parties, 40 out of 90
Congress candidates and 38 out
of 97 candidates of the Bhartiya
Janta Party (BJP) have criminal
cases amongst them. The
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) has the least
number of candidates with
criminal cases against them.

Fourteen candidates have
declared that they have been
convicted.

Thirteen candidates have
declared murder cases against
them, 29 have declared cases
related to crime against women
such as rape, assault or crimi-
nal force to woman with intent
to outrage her modesty, hus-
band or relative of husband of
a woman subjecting her to
cruelty, against themselves. 

Only 26 candidates have
declared cases related to hate
speech. 

According to the data, 63
out of the 115 constituencies
have been put in the “red alert”
category, where three or more
contesting candidates have
declared criminal cases against
themselves.

Apart from criminal cases,
the affidavits of candidates
were also screened on financial
and education background. 

The ADR concluded in its
report that 392 candidates have
declared personal wealth in
crores. 

The Samajwadi Party’s
Kumar Devendra Singh Yadav
has declared Rs 204 crore in his
total assets. He is followed by
Bhonsle Shrimant Chhatrapati
of the National Congress Party,
with assets worth Rs 199 crore.

The report also estimates
that an average Rs 2.95 crore
have been identified in the dec-
laration of every candidate,
who has declared wealth in
excess of Rs 1 crore.

The third phase polls will
be held on April 23.
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Mental health professionals
in the country have taken

serious objections to the title of
the upcoming film ‘Mental hai
kya’ starring Rajkumar Rao
and Kangana Ranaut , terming
it ‘discriminative’ that violates
rights of the people with men-
tal disorders.

While the Indian
Psychiatric Society (IPS) has
shot off a letter to the Central
Board of Film Certification
(CBFC) seeking removal of
the title that, it said, is “dis-
criminative, stigmatising,
degrading and inhuman in
projecting mental disorders
and persons who suffer men-
tal disorders, “ the social media
world was also abuzz with psy-
chiatrists sharing their views
about the need to bridge the
gap in all aspects of mental
health. 

In line of fire is the newly
released poster of the movie,
produced by Ekta Kapoor led
Balaji Production, written by
Kanika Dhillon and directed by
Prakash Kovelmudi, which is
captioned “Get ready for crazi-
ness that cuts through!”

The mental health experts
have slammed the poster which
depicts the artistes trying to
balance a razor sharp blade
between their tongues. The
images showcase Kangana
making a cross-eyed face while
Rajkummar shows his two
middle fingers, Kangana with
a matchstick on her tongue
while Rajkummar stubs a cig-
arette on his forehead... so on
and so forth.

The poster further reads:
“This June, witness two men-
tals collide”, before breaking
into a montage of images with
the words “crazy, bizarre, crack,
freaky, whacky, gutsy, weirdo,
psycho”. 

The IPS said in the letter,
“We strongly demand the title
to be removed with immediate
effect preventing further dam-
age to the modesty of mental
health service users.” 

Dr Smita N Deshpande,
Professor & Head of
Department of Psychiatry,
Centre of Excellence in
Mental  Health,  Dr Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital too
condemned the title of the
film. “At a time when the
country is coming out of the
stigma with various film

actors sharing their pain of
having gone through the ill-
ness, it is sad that films like
‘mental hai kya’ only hamper
our positive efforts. 

“There are lots of myths

and misconceptions in our
country surrounding mental
illnesses. Media should be sen-
sitive in handling such issues,”
she said.  She has a point. 1/8
in India are mentally ill accord-

ing to a recent survey by the
NIMHANS. In this back-
ground, such images does not
augur well for mental health of
our youth, Dr Deshpande
added.

Amrit Bakhshy,  President
of Schizophrenia Awareness
Association took to tweeter as
he said, “name of the film stig-
matizes mental illness, needs to
be changed,” while  disability
rights activist Dr Satendra
Singh added, “In a country
where mental health is a taboo
topic, such insensitive images
and movie titles can make the
situation worse.

“The title is derogatory
and may be used for making
fun of a serious issue. People
working in the mental health
sector have worked hard for
years to bring about the much
needed change in the way peo-
ple think. The advancement
made in the field can be easily
undone by such movie titles,”
he further said.

Dr Pavan Sonar, psychia-
trist tweeted, “Yes , we need to
change the stereotypes. Mental
illness / being affected by it is
not fun at all. Media, which
influences the masses & class-
es must be sensitive towards it.
Title #MentalHaiKya is not
funny. #MentalHealth issues
are real.”

The Central Board of Film
Certification is yet to decide in
the matter.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Friday barred BJP’s

Himachal Pradesh chief Satpal
Singh Satti from campaigning
for two days starting Saturday
over his “indecent and deroga-
tory” comment against
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi.

Responding to the
Congress chief ’s “chowkidar
chor hai” jibe at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Satti on April
13 told a rally that Gandhi and
his family were “thieves”. 

He has already been booked
by Baddi police under Section
294 (obscene acts and songs) of
the Indian Penal Code, after the
Congress complained about
these comments made at a rally
in Nalagarh’s Ramshehar town
in Solan district. 

The EC has also served a
second notice to Satti for his
indecent remarks about Gandhi
and sister Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra made at another rally two
days later, and his reply was

under consideration.
At this rally, Satti said that

Gandhi was not suitable for the
Prime Minister’s post as he had
failed even in getting a daugh-
ter-in-law for his mother, Sonia
Gandhi.

He also made objectionable
remarks about Congress
General Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra’s dressing style
and how she was trying to woo
the voters.

Himachal Pradesh’s four
Lok Sabha seats will go to the
polls in the last phase on 
May 19.
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Our parliamentary system is large-
ly modelled on the Westminster
order — relevant provisions of
the Constitution being quite
similar to those contained in the

chapters on Federal and Provincial
Legislatures in the Government of India Act,
1935. Sir Samuel Hoare, the then Secretary
of State for India, had piloted this Bill in the
House of Commons in 1935.

The institution of our Speaker is a take-
off from this model, which is inspired by the
Speaker of House of Commons. Being the
guardian and the custodian of the House,
he/she occupies a very exalted position. It is
well within his powers to guide the Parliament
and give direction to our democracy.
Elaborating on the persona of the Speaker, GV
Mavalankar, the first Speaker of the Lok Sabha,
had this to say, “Once a person is elected a
Speaker, he is expected to be above parties and
politics. In other words, he belongs to all the
members and at the same time belongs to
none. He holds the scales of justice evenly, irre-
spective of the party or person. As a human
being, he has his human drawbacks and short-
comings, however, everybody knows that he
will intentionally do no injustice or show par-
tiality. Such a person is naturally held in
respect by all.” 

These high ideals set for a Speaker have
mostly been met but as we are all aware, the
real test of the mettle only comes when one
is faced with a challenge. Difficult decisions
are never easy to make and these days it
appears that quite often one has taken the easy
way out, sometimes even inconsistent with the
dignity of the high office. Such a perception
will not only lower respect for the individual,
but also question for all time his even one
transgression of ethics and norms. 

The situation has become more acute ever
since the powers of adjudication were
assigned to the Speaker under the Anti-
Defection Law. While taking decisions under
this law many a time, they may have served
the party well, but in the process, they have
come out of such episodes ‘bruised’ and may
be sometimes even ‘tainted’. 

But what makes the Anti-Defection Law
so complicated for the Speaker needs a clos-
er look. A path-breaking feature of this Act
was that for the first time, a political person,
the Speaker or the Chairman of the House,
was made to adjudicate and administer this
Act. Hitherto, the role of the Speaker was lim-
ited to regulating and adjudicating on
Parliamentary proceedings, which are insu-
lated by Articles 122 and 212 of the
Constitution. In respect of the Parliament and
Legislative Assemblies, these articles restrict
the role of the courts from judging the valid-
ity of the proceedings on grounds of alleged
irregularity of procedures. 

However, after the Supreme Court’s
judgement in Prakash Singh Badal’s case, pro-
ceedings under the Anti-Defection Law
were made justiciable. While supporting the
new role of the Speaker, the apex court in the

Kihota Hollohon case also
observed that it was the appro-
priate forum under the Anti-
Defection Law and further
added, “Accordingly, we hold
that the vesting of adjudicatory
functions in the
Speakers/Chairmen would not
by itself vitiate the provision on
the ground of likelihood of polit-
ical bias is unsound and is reject-
ed. The Speaker/Chairmen hold
a pivotal position in the scheme
of Parliamentary democracy and
(are) guardians of the rights and
privileges of the House. They are
expected to and take far reach-
ing decisions in the functioning
of Parliamentary democracy.
Vestiture of power to adjudicate
questions under the Tenth
Schedule in such constitutional
functionaries should not be con-
sidered exceptionable.” 

On the other hand, the
minority view in this case
thought that assigning powers of
adjudication to the Speaker was
against the basic structure doc-
trine and the separation of pow-
ers between the Judiciary,
Legislature and the Executive.
Further, it was contemplated
that adjudication of such disputes
should be by an independent
authority outside the House,
namely President/Governor in
accordance with the opinion of
the Election Commission, all of
them being high Constitutional
functionaries.

Chief Justice MN
Venkatachaliah had upheld the
cause of the Speaker in his
majority judgement in this case,
while a few years later, as the
Head of the Commission to
review the working of the
Constitution, he supported the
Election Commission route for
the Xth Schedule (Anti
Defection Law), which, howev-
er, remained unaccepted.

Today, the ground situation
is such that till the time the actu-
al proceedings under the Xth
Schedule are not initiated, the
matter of defection virtually
remains a function of Articles
212 and 122, where the courts
have virtually no jurisdiction.
The moment the proceedings
under the Schedule are taken
up, the role of the Speaker
changes to that of an adjudica-
tor and can be taken cognizance
of by the appropriate courts. The
result is that in certain cases,
proceedings have got inordi-
nately delayed only to circum-
vent the judicial process. 

There have been several
instances where the role of the
Speaker has come under scruti-
ny. Among the recent ones are
the continuing imbroglio in
Tamil Nadu from 2017
onwards and the cases of
Andhra and Telangana where
proceedings against the defec-
tors had remained pending for
a very long time. While Andhra

Pradesh has now gone to the
polls, a new Telangana
Assembly was constituted in
December last year, in a way,
making the proceedings against
the defectors virtually in fruc-
tuous. In fact, this trend had
begun in Uttar Pradesh more
than a decade ago, where suf-
ficient breathing time had been
given to the Government by
delaying proceedings under
the Anti-Defection Law. The
indictment of the Karnataka
Speaker by the Supreme Court
is already well-known.

Instead of assigning the
proceedings to an institution
other than the Speaker, such
aberrations can be easily
addressed by amending the law.
Besides covering defections,
these could also include other
variants mentioned in the Act,
for instance, expulsions, volun-
tarily giving up membership and
even splits and mergers. First, by
fixing a time limit, within which
such proceedings have to be
mandatorily disposed of by the
Speaker, would be a major step
forward. Second, an amendment
needs to be brought in to pro-
vide for all types of defectors,
whether singly or in groups, to
resign from their seats and con-
test fresh elections. They also
need to be debarred from hold-
ing any public office of a
Minister or any other office of
profit, till their fresh election.

Also, as recommended by the
National Commission to review
the working of the Constitution,
the vote cast by a defector to top-
ple a Government or to repose
confidence in a new dispensa-
tion may be treated as invalid.

In order to save the high
office of the Speaker from any
embarrassment, there used to be
a convention in the House of
Commons where in the subse-
quent elections to the Parliament,
no party fielded a candidate
against him/her. Also, having
resigned from the parent party,
he/she would contest only as a
Speaker. In case he/she was not
re-contesting, usually, he/she
would be elevated to the House
of Lords. Some of these conven-
tions have since been diluted but
in our context need to be stud-
ied for strengthening the office of
the Speaker and ensuring his/her
neutrality. 

Though the Anti-Defection
Law was enacted to curb defec-
tions, they have continued. It
would now be upon the mem-
bers of the 17th Lok Sabha,
which will get constituted by the
end of next month, to review and
effect changes in the law in a
manner that will go a long way
in strengthening our
Parliamentary democracy.

(The writer is a former
Governor of Meghalaya and
Uttarakhand and a former
Commissioner of Police, Delhi)
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Sir — This refers to the report,
“Phase-II turnout 1.3 % less
than 2014” (April 19). With the
conclusion of Phase-II of voting,
the Election Commission (EC)
is faced with the issue of low
voter turnout, especially in
urban areas. Low voter turnout
is mainly due to issues related to
deleted/missing names, delays
owing to EVM glitches and also
the long weekend.

It is ironical that despite suf-
ficient knowledge about the
series of public holidays, the sec-
ond phase of elections was held
during the week with a series of
public holidays. Also, necessary
voter awareness drives, as car-
ried under the flagship  SWEEP
division, have yet again failed to
bring voters to the polling booth.

But one fails to understand
as to why the option on e-vot-
ing or online voting still remains
elusive even for PwD voters.
Online voting will help outsta-
tion voters and even NRIs. To
ensure high voter turnout, com-
pulsory voting may be the only
option.

Varun SD
Bengaluru
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Sir — It is regretful that political
leaders in our country are blithe-
ly ignorant about the Model
Code of Conduct that is of para-
mount importance for the con-
duct of free and fair elections. It
is disgraceful that Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi let the bar fall so
low when he said that all thieves

have “Modi” in their names.
His vitriolic rant against

Prime Minister Modi with
regard to the Rafale deal, too, is
deemed to be inappropriate.
Rahul may be of the view that
since the Supreme Court had
accepted the review petition, it
meant that there was corruption
involved in the deal. But he
should bear in mind that so long
the apex court has not pro-

nounced its ruling on the review
petition; its previous ruling
stands valid. Moreover rhetoric,
sabre-rattling and insinuation
are progressively resorted to
allure the voters. It is diametri-
cally opposite to the democrat-
ic polity. It is shocking that the
EC is apathetic to these increas-
ing instances of violation.

Nimai Charan Swain
Bhubaneswar
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Sir — This refers to the article,
“History speaks for itself ” (April
18) by B Deepanjali. Kudos to the
writer for dissecting the anatomy
of the Indian National Congress
(INC) founded by AO Hume. Yes,
Gandhiji rightly understood the
INC and recommended to make
it a service organisation similar to
Lokmanya Tilak’s ‘Servants of
India Society’ and Lala Lajlat Rai’s
‘Servants of People Society’. But
that did not happen for the sim-
ple reason that the organisation-
al set-up was readily available for
political purposes. 

SC Panda
Bhubaneswar
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Sir — This refers to the article, “In
Dante’s footsteps” (April 18) by
Hiranmay Karlekar. The writer
had inadvertently attributed to
Hippocrates the aphorism, “As
long as men kill animals, they will
kill each other.” It is by
Pythagoras. The error is regretted.
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The second phase of the Lok Sabha elec-
tion took place in Tamil Nadu on April
18. In my earlier articles focussing on

Tamil Nadu, I had mentioned that the
Dravidian State is in need of a leader who can
inspire the Tamils and create a feeling in them
that they, too, are part of the sub-continent,
enjoying the same cultural and historical her-
itage of the vast landscape that is India.
However, the month-long election campaign in
the State could not throw up any candidate of
that calibre. More than that, what is disturb-
ing is that leaders of most regional parties want
the population to remain sub-literate and
ignorant about their rich past. Regional parties
like the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK), the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), the Pattali Makkal Katchi
(PMK), the Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (MDMK) and the Desiya Murpokku
Dravida Kazhagam (DMDK) want the aboli-
tion of the National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET), the proposed common admission
test to engineering colleges.

The demand for the abolition of NEET is
being made with ulterior motives because the
regional parties stand to gain by reverting to
the old style of admission. The quality of med-
ical doctors churned out from the medical col-
leges in Tamil Nadu is far below than that of
the national average. Before the advent of
NEET, admissions to medical colleges in the
State were based on the marks scored by the
students in the Class XII board examination.
Students  scoring 90 to 98 per cent in the exam-
inations being held by the Tamil Nadu
Government was a routine affair. Quality of the
plus two courses in Government-run schools
was abysmally low compared to Central schools
as well as other national board syllabi. Money
played a big role in admission to the medical
colleges in the State. With the introduction of
the NEET, the managements (mainly political
leaders belonging to the DMK, AIADMK and
other regional parties) lost a source of income
and, hence, the opposition. How many States
in the country are opposed to the NEET and
how many are worried about the loss of feder-
alism because of this all-India common
entrance test?

The country’s top medical doctors and
teachers were aghast over the intransigent atti-
tude of politicians in Tamil Nadu. MK Stalin,
leader of the DMK, claimed that there is con-
vergence of thoughts in the manifestoes of his
party and that of the Congress’. The DMK’s pri-
ority is to get the NEET abolished while it was
the Congress-led UPA regime which introduced
it. Well, the Congress will go to any extent to
regain the power which it surrendered to the
BJP in 2014.

Last year a girl, Anita, who had set dreams
of becoming a medical doctor committed sui-
cide. Though she had scored reasonably good
marks in the qualifying examination, she failed
in NEET, which forced her to resort to the
extreme measure. Nobody has asked the politi-
cians in Tamil Nadu why they are not raising
the standard of the syllabus in the State. The BJP
has done a good thing by telling the AIADMK

that NEET is here to stay.
Some of the demands being made

by Dravidian politicians in the State
will make one wonder whether Tamil
Nadu considers itself worthy of spe-
cial status in a loose federal structure
of the Indian Union. Tamil Nadu has
always rejected centrist impositions,
equating them with a hegemonic
hold of North India in the life of its
people. It is the lone State in India
which does not have even a Navodaya
Vidyalaya, a concept school system
introduced by Rajiv Gandhi during his
tenure as Prime Minister (1985-1991). 

Rajiv Gandhi wanted the rural
poor in the country to get state-of-the-
art modern education with the ambi-
ence of public schools. That was how
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya was
launched. All districts in the country
were allocated a Navodaya Vidyalaya
which offered free education, board-
ing and lodging. But the rural and
urban poor of Tamil Nadu are denied
this facility because of the obsession
of Dravidian parties. They are
opposed to Navodaya Vidyalayas
because they shun Hindi and Sanskrit.
Please note that not a single student
from such schools had taken recourse
to the extreme step for failing in any
entrance examination. Tamil Nadu is
the only State in the country where
Hindi is not taught in Government-
run schools.

The opposition and resistance to
Hindi and Sanskrit by Dravidian
politicians is an attempt to hasten the
process of secession from India. The
DMK keeps on declaring that the
attempt to “impose” Hindi on non-
Hindi speaking States is part of the saf-

fronisation drive. Though scientific
research has established that there
never was any Dravidian in the sub-
continent, the DMK and the AIADMK
still swear by the Aryan-Dravidian
divide. If they accept the fallacy
behind the Dravidian theory, their rai-
son d’être itself would be questioned.
The Dravidian parties could be hauled
to the court over charges of denying
the students their right to education.
Another secret ploy behind this resis-
tance to Hindi and Sanskrit is the
design of the DMK and the AIADMK
to create a notion among the Tamils
that they are not part of this great
country.

Did you know that some of the
best defence training establishments
in the country are in Tamil Nadu?
There are the Officers’ Training
Academy at Chennai which grooms
young graduates to take up professions
in the elite Indian Army, the Air Force
Flight Instructors’  School at
Tambaram that trains flight instruc-
tors, who teach fighter pilots and the
Defence Services Staff College,
Wellington, Nilgiris, a centre where
senior commanders of the defence
forces are moulded.

Soldiers not only from India but
even from friendly countries are
trained at these establishments which
have played a significant role in cre-
ating a strong bond between officers
of Indian defence forces and those of
other countries. You may be shocked
to learn that officer trainees from Sri
Lanka are not allowed in these insti-
tutions because of opposition from
Dravidian politicians like MK Stalin,
Vaiko, Thol Thirumavalavan and the

Leftists. The ethnic crisis in Sri Lanka
and the civil war demanding a sepa-
rate EELAM are the reasons behind
the Sinhala officers becoming persona
non grata in Tamil Nadu. Political par-
ties, which could not stand on their
own feet, force the national parties to
follow a foreign policy to suit their
convenience. This is nothing but
compromising on national security
and India’s ties with friendly countries.
Why should a handful of narrow-
minded people dictate the foreign pol-
icy of India?

As we get ready to face the 2019
Lok Sabha election from Tamil Nadu,
the truth remains that there is not a sin-
gle leader in the State who has a nation-
al outlook and the image of a states-
man. The present lot of leaders are at
best a group of greedy politicians, fight-
ing openly for the fruits of power.
Unfortunately, the Congress is  weak-
kneed when it comes face-to-face with
the DMK. Local Congress leaders, who
can best be described as subservient to
10, Janpath, have become the B-team
of the DMK in Tamil Nadu. The BJP
leaders are also a big disappointment
as they failed in countering the anti-
Modi campaign by the Dravidian-
dominated media or stand up to the
likes of Stalin and Vaiko. 

Questions were asked about the
possibility of Kamal Haasan emerging
as an alternative rallying point. But
then for all his grandiloquent state-
ments of change and Gandhi, he
fought shy of a contest. Who will save
Tamil Nadu from this predicament?
Sadly, there is nobody on the horizon.

(The writer is  Special
Correspondent, The Pioneer)
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With the Election Commission
(EC) of India announcing
dates for the general election,

the Model Code of Conduct (MCC)
— the document to ensure fair conduct
among political parties in the run-up
to the 17th Lok Sabha elections —
came into force. While I expect the
usual circus of parties — complaining
against one another and numerous rep-
rimands by the EC — I am relieved that
animals will be spared in this drama. 

Chapter 22 of the MCC notes:
“The Election Commission has
advised the political parties and can-
didates to refrain from using any ani-
mal for election campaign in any man-
ner. Even a party, having a reserved
symbol depicting an animal, should

not make live demonstration of that
animal in any election campaign of the
party/any of its candidate.”

The EC’s move is laudable and
indicates its recognition of the abuse
animals are subject to when used for
exhibition or performance. Use of ani-
mals during road shows, rallies or for
campaigning is a pointless activity
where they are tortured, beaten and
neglected while the netas hog the lime-
light, usually after arriving many
hours late. There are many instances
of animals being abused during pub-
lic events, which turned violent. 

Political parties, which have animal
symbols as part of their emblem, are
known to bring animals to their rallies
to showcase their strength and celebri-
ty-like status. Not only does this glori-
fy the vanity of the party but also comes
to show that such tactics are used to pull
large crowds and gather support in the
absence of organic support or loyalty
to the party. These animals, mostly ele-
phants and horses, are subjected to
throngs of unruly humans and end up
being used as props for politics. 

Often, they are made to carry
heavy loads throughout the day, with-

out any consideration of food, water
or rest. No veterinarians are available
on the site of the rally, meaning the
well-being of the animals is no one’s
priority. Consistent with the history of
animal abuse in travelling circuses,
mandatory permissions are never
taken for the use of animals. Even in
cases where permissions are granted,
the Animal Welfare Board of India
(AWBI) — the statutory body to
ensure the well-being of animals in the
country — does not have enough
manpower to ensure the animals are

not needlessly harassed.
Although the AWBI was set up

with the purpose of implementing the
statutory rules under the Animal
Welfare Division, the body only plays
an advisory role. As the national fed-
eration for animal rights, FIAPO has
often worked with the AWBI to
ensure Government-sanctioned
inspections take place as part of our
legal battle to end the use of animals
in circuses. 

With the support of the AWBI, the
liberation day for animals in circuses

is not too far away. This, the ban of ani-
mals in circuses, will be a historic day
for animal rights movement in India
— for the recognition of animals as
sentient beings. Not only will the cit-
izens of India acknowledge the inhu-
man treatment meted out to animals
in circuses but also see the reality
behind each industry and business that
profits off of animals. 

For activists and organisations
working for the protection of ani-
mals, such precedents are of
immense importance. The EC’s
move is a similar show of empathy
and kindness to animals. And we
may even be in a position to say that
the greatness of our nation and its
moral progression can be judged by
the way we treat our animals.

We are the nation that gave the
world ahimsa; we are the country of
a million gods, many of whom are per-
sonified animals. We risk the danger
of being branded cultural, religious
and legal hypocrites if we let such cal-
lous and outright cruel treatment to
animals to continue. This is already
happening in Kerala where tourists are
boycotting public events with ele-

phants as they are treated inhuman-
ly to make them perform.

I welcome the EC’s move also
because it recognises that animals can-
not be used as inanimate props.
Though the primary intention of the
advisory is to avoid inconvenience to
the public, I think it also questions our
perception of animals. They are think-
ing, feeling beings who deserve to be
treated with respect. To expect animals
to pose in a rally, just as they are
depicted on party pamphlets, is indica-
tive of our indifference to their natur-
al identity. It is time we evolve from
such outdated attitudes and give ani-
mals basic recognition as sentient
beings. 

The world’s largest democracy not
only gives its citizens rights but its ani-
mals the right to live a life free of abuse
and with dignity. During this election’s
circus, I will be happy not because no
animal is blocking my way to work but
because the animals have been spared
abuse despite being the electoral sym-
bols of political parties.

(The writer is Executive Director,
Federation of Indian Animal Protection
Organisations)
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The ongoing Lok Sabha elec-
tions may not be a

Mahabharat in the true sense of
the term, but characters from
the epic abound the voter list
in Uttar Pradesh.

According to Election
Commission (EC) sources,
there are more than 6.5 lakh
voters named Krishna and 30
lakh named Gita (after
Krishna’s message in the bat-
tlefield) in the voter list.

More than 26.70 lakh vot-
ers share the name Sanjay, the
narrator of the battle of
Kurukshetra to King
Dhritrashtra, while there are

more than 9.2 lakh voters
called Arjun and 2.09 lakh
called Bhim.

Draupadi may not be a
very popular name in the
Hindi-speaking states, but the
electoral list has 95,966
Draupadis, 16,225 Yudhishthirs
and 1,422 Dronacharyas. 

Bhishma figures 23,253
times in the voter list and even
the epic’s villain Duryodhan
has 62,311 namesakes. 

Nakul, Sahdev and
Abhimanyu are also common
names in the list of the Hindi
heartland. 

Interestingly, the holy city
of Mathura has more than
9,000 voters named Radha and

a similar number of voters
named Mohan and Krishna.

Social scientist Rati Khosla
explains the phenomenon: “It
is considered auspicious in the
rural areas to name newborns
after gods and goddesses. This
trend was very strong till about
two decades ago when children
were named Shiva, Gauri,
Meera etc. Today, they figure in
voter lists. Then came an era
when children were named
Rahul, Pooja, Neha after pop-
ular Bollywood characters.
Today, the focus is on unusual
sounding names with a definite
meaning and examples are
Myra, Nysa, Vivan, Ziva,
Atharv...”
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Congress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on

Friday held marathon meeting
with party workers and the
senior leaders of the BSP and
the JAP in Gauriganj, the dis-
trict headquarters of Amethi.

Arriving at the Fursatganj
Airport in Rae Bareli, her
mother and UPA Chairperson
Sonia Gandhi’s parliamentary
constituency on Friday morn-
ing, she travelled to Gauriganj
by road for the meeting to dis-
cuss the party’s poll prepared-
ness in the district.

A senior Congress leader
told IANS: “During Priyanka
Gandhi’s five hour meeting,
BSP district President Dilip
Kumar and Jan Adhikar Party
district President Vipin Kumar
were also present.”

The BSP and the JAP lead-
ers assured of all help to the
party in Amethi, where
Priyanka Gandhi’s brother and
Congress President Rahul

Gandhi is facing a stiff chal-
lenge from BJP’s Smriti Irani,
who is contesting from the
Uttar Pradesh constituency for
a second time after she lost in
2014, the leader added.

Asked about the presence
of Samajwadi Party leaders in
the meeting, the Congress
leader said that they will organ-
ise a meeting on their own and
then they will call Priyanka
Gandhi, the Congress in-
charge for eastern Uttar
Pradesh, in the meeting.

Amethi will go to the polls
in the fifth phase of 
the ongoing Lok Sabha elec-
tions on May 6.

After holding the five hour
long meeting with the party
workers, Priyanka Gandhi left
for Kanpur where she will
embark on the 5 km-long road-
show for Congress candidate
and former Union Minister
Sriprakash Jaiswal.

The roadshow will begin at
the Ghanta ghar and will end
at Bada Chauraha.

����� �./&7;

Attacking the ruling BJP
Government, Congress

leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
Friday said it was concerned
only about its “own progress”
and not the country’s.

“Governments are of two
types... One which works for
people’s progress and the other
which is concerned only about
its own progress. The BJP
Government is of show off and
publicity,” said Priyanka
Gandhi while addressing an
election meeting here.

The Congress general sec-
retary and eastern Uttar
Pradesh in-charge, who held a
massive roadshow here earlier,
was campaigning for party
candidate and former Union
minister Shriprakash Jaiswal. 

“They (BJP) were making
Kanpur a smart city but noth-
ing has happened so far. Youth
are unemployed and farmers
are committing suicide due to

debts,” she said.
Priyanka Gandhi stressed

that the Congress works for the
people, while the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) only favours
industrialists.  

“We have promised Rs
72,000 per year for the poor,
but BJP is saying that there is
not enough money... They
(BJP) have enough money for
industrialists,” she said.

“I went to Varanasi where
Modi ji despite being the Prime
Minister was unable to ensure
development,” she added. 

During the roadshow,
Priyanka Gandhi stopped at the
Nageshwar temple and paid
obeisance before moving on.
She was also gifted a ‘chadar’ by
some local Muslims.

When the procession
reached Birhana, people on
one side of the road began
chanting Modi’s name while
those on the other raised slo-
gans against the Prime
Minister.
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BJP chief Amit Shah on
Friday challenged Congress

president Rahul Gandhi to
debate with the the president  of
the ruling party’s youth wing on
what the country’s oldest party
has done for the poor in its over
five-decade rule.

Addressing an election
meeting here, Shah listed
achievements of the Narendra
Modi Government and
accused the Congress of creat-
ing hurdles in the path of
development of BJP-ruled
Gujarat. “Rahul baba chants
about the poor. The Congress
again raises the remove pover-
ty (garibi hatao) slogan. For five
generations and 55 years, only
your family ruled the country.

“Come to any crossroad in
Vadodara with an account of
what you did for the poor, and
our youth morcha president
will respond to you,” Shah
said. Shah’s dare comes against
the backdrop of Gandhi on sev-
eral occasions challenging
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to a debate on corruption,
especially in the Rafale fighter
jet deal, and demonetisation.

“For five generations, you
(Congress) sought votes in the
name of the poor, tribals,

Dalits, farmers, villagers, but
did nothing for their develop-
ment,” the BJP chief said.

Shah said the Modi
Government had taken many
steps to alleviate poverty, citing
examples like providing sub-
sidised gas cylinders to seven
crore families, houses to 2.5
crore people and electricity con-
nections to 2.35 crore citizens.
Shah also claimed that, as on
date, 23 lakh people had been
given free medical treatment

under the Centre’s Ayushman
Bharat health scheme.

The Congress had created
hurdles in the development of
Gujarat and defamed the state
post the 2002 communal riots,
Shah said, adding the BJP had
worked to restore the pride of
the State. “The BJP Government
has done a lot for the develop-
ment of Gujarat. When Modi
was CM, he did a lot for Gujarats
development, but the Congress
only created hurdles. Whenever

there was a Congress govern-
ment (at the Centre), it worked
to suppress Gujarat,” he alleged.

“After the 2002 communal
riots, the Congress worked to
defame Gujarat. The BJP has
always fought for the pride of
Gujarat, it has worked to restore
the pride of Gujarat,” he said.

Shah claimed while the
country’s first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru opposed
Sardar Patel, a leader from
Gujarat, another Congress PM
Indira Gandhi opposed Morarji
Desai, also from Gujarat, while
former Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi “used all her might to
stop Narendra bhai (Modi)”.

Shah credited the Modi
Government with securing the
country, and claimed bomb
blasts were rampant under the
Congress-led UPA govern-
ment. He praised the Modi
government for conducting air
strike on terror camps in
Pakistan and alleged that the
Congress was siding with
Islamabad on the issue.

The BJP chief pointed to
Congress leader Sam Pitroda’s
reported statement that India
should hold talks with the
neighbouring country rather
than bomb it for the handiwork
of a few people (a reference to
Pulwama terror attack).
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Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Friday asserted

that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi would be “removed from
Delhi” and his party would
form the Government after
the Lok Sabha polls.

On the final lap of his
election campaign in the
Congress-JDS alliance ruled
Karnataka, Rahul also hit out
at Modi for “what he has done”
to his “guru”, BJP stalwart LK
Advani, saying that he should
be “ashamed” of it. Gandhi
addressed rallies at Raichur and
Chikkodi in north Karnataka
and is not scheduled to again
campaign in the State, 
which will go to the second
phase of polls on April 23. The
first leg of the elections was
held on Thursday.

At his rally in Raichur,
Gandhi said, “People have
decided in 2019 that in
Karnataka, Congress and
JD(S), in Andhra Pradesh
Naidu (Chandrababu Naidu)
and across the country those
who are fighting against BJP,

they will win. Narendra Modi
will be removed from Delhi.”

Rahul, who addressed a
rally in Gujarat earlier in the
day said, “People have decided.
I’m telling you people of
Gujarat have decided, I am
coming from Gujarat. There is
an undercurrent in favour of
Congress in Gujarat.”

“People of Gujarat are say-
ing, leave alone the country,
Narendra Modi has not done
anything for Gujarat... Lakhs of
acres of our land were given to
big business people,” Rahul
said. Assuring Congress and
JDS workers that the alliance of
the two parties would win here
(in Karnataka), he said, “in
Delhi, Congress will form the
Government.”

He also said Modi talks
about security of the nation
“but making crores of youth
unemployed” does not
strengthen the nation. In his
Chikkodi rally, Rahul raked up
the issue of Advani, who has
been kept out of the contest in
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

“In Hindustan there is
nothing bigger than Guru.

Narendra Modi speaks about
dharma, but see what he has
done with Advani. He should
be ashamed.” “Advaniji made
Narendra Modji stand, but in
two minutes Narendra Modi
sidelined Advani,” Rahul said.

“He does not even do
Namaste to him (Advani), he
looks at the other side. Then he
speaks about dharma.” Accusing
Modi of not having fulfilled any
of the promises he made, Rahul
said “he has destroyed crores of
people,he has spread hate in the 
country, he spreads hate wher-
ever he goes.”

Speaking about the
“NYAY” scheme (minimum
income guarantee scheme) the
Congress has promised to
implement if voted to power, he
said that under it, Rs 3.6 lakh
would be put into the accounts
of 20 per cent economically
weaker sections over five years.

“You will have to decide
between truth, Nyay pro-
gramme, brotherhood, love on
one side, on the other side hate,
demonetisation, Gabbar Singh
Tax and unemployment,” Rahul
told the crowd.

The uneasy alliance of
Congress and JDS is fighting
the Lok Sabha polls together in
all the 28 constituencies, but
the electoral arrangement has
been hit by resentment at the
level of local leaders and work-
ers, who have fought each
other for decades and are now
fiding it difficult to reconcile to
the new situation.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu,
who was also present at the
Raichur rally, said there was a
need for a non-BJP
Government at the Centre.

“Only if Narendra Modi
goes, this country will be free,
keep this in mind.” He accused
Modi of having deceived peo-
ple despite having a clear  man-
date and caused a loss to the
country on the issues of
demonetisation, unemploy-
ment and GST.

“Narendra Modi thinks
that there is no leader greater
then him in the country, I can
prove that there are leaders
other than you who can devel-
op this country well, there is
that ability,” Naidu said.

Moradabad: Just 32, a YouTube
star and a poet who wraps his
messages on conscience voting,
secularism and women in fiery
verse, Congress candidate
Imran Pratapgarhi is the politi-
cian with more than a slight
difference. 

The young man’s poetry
has always been political but he
steered clear of mainstream
politics, until recently when he
became Congress president
Rahul Gandhi’s choice to con-
test the Lok Sabha elections
from this parliamentary con-
stituency.

Pratapgarhi, who takes his

name from Pratapgarh in the
State, about 500 km from here,
decided to write his political
destiny from Moradabad, the
land of legendary poet Jigar
Moradabadi.

“I am trying my best to not
let the votes get divided. This
is not about Muslims. I am
appealing to every one troubled
by the politics and policies of
BJP,” Pratapgarhi told PTI. 

The newbie is up against
sitting BJP MP Kunwar Sarvesh
Kumar, an influential Thakur
and five-term MLA from the
area, and the SP-BSP-RLD can-
didate, former mayor ST

Hasan, who has a loyal base of
supporters and managed over
three lakh votes in the 2014
‘Modi wave’ election.

Seen as a David among
Goliaths in the poll arena,
Pratapgarhi is confident of a
win in the April 23 election. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and SP president Akhilesh
Yadav have held rallies to gal-
vanise their respective support
bases, but Pratapgarhi is trying
to first test his own abilities.
Asked why top leaders of
Congress are not coming for his
support in contrast to BJP and
‘gathbandhan’ leaders who are
campaigning in and around
Moradabad, he said, “I request-
ed them to come during the fag
end of the campaign. Till now,
I am trying to test my own abil-
ities to take on this challenge.” 

The administration, he
added, is scared of his rising
popularity and has disrupted at

least three meetings.
“They are delaying per-

missions for meetings, arrest-
ing our workers, stopping
meetings at the last moment as
the State Government is scared
of my popularity. They may
have some sort of understand-
ing with the local ‘gathbandhan’
candidate,” he alleged.

Pratapgarhi said his politi-
cal journey started eight months
ago when the Congress presi-
dent asked him to contest elec-
tions. “I convinced myself to take
on this challenge. When (UP
unit chief) Raj Babbar came to
know, he offered me the chance
to contest from here and went to
Fatehpur Sikri,” he said.

And while the results of the
election are in question, he
does seem to have struck a
chord with the YouTube gen-
eration that follows his work.
At 8.30 pm one night recently,
Mohammed Tasleem finished

his 11-hour shift in a casting
factory to reach the main
square of the brass artisan
colony ‘Chakkar Ki Millat’
along with hundreds of others.

“I have seen many videos
of his on YouTube. That’s why
I came along to hear him,” said
Tasleem. The three lakh 
odd brass artisans are an
important deciding factor in
the constituency. While men in
the locality crowded into the
square, women lined the
rooftops to get a vantage view
of the makeshift stage that was
been set up. The air was abuzz
with speculation. When he did
arrive after a 45-minute delay,
he delivered a speech laced
with couplets, much to the
delight of the crowd. 

Pratapgarhi said the fight is
not only to save the social fab-
ric of the country but also their
profession affected by GST
and demonetisation. PTI
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As BSP supremo Mayawati
and SP patriarch Mulayam

Singh Yadav buried their hatch-
et after 24 years to come togeth-
er at an election rally here on
Friday, the bonhomie was not
just restricted to the dais. The
significance of the moment
was not lost on the cadres of
Lohia Vahini, an arm of
Samajwadi Party, and Bahujan
Voluntary Forces of BSP which
used to engage in bitter turf war
before the SP-BSP alliance was
stitched. Both sides were seen
working in unison to ensure
smooth conduct of the rally for
what Mulayam himself said
was his last election.

“We have no problem
working with Lohia Vahini
people and other SP workers.

They are respecting us and we
are respecting them. We are
working together to make this
event a success,” Sachin, a stu-
dent and member of BVF, said.

He was present along with
five others, all students, from
his village in Mainpuri. They
have joined as volunteers and
are often tasked with rally and
event management.

Mayawati and SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav had announced
their tie-up for Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh after the
success of the arrangement
against the BJP in bypolls. The
BSP had failed to open its
account in the 2014 general elec-
tions while the SP had won just
five seats in the polls that were
swept by the BJP. The BJP had
also trounced the two parties in
the 2017 Assembly election. But

for the poll arithmetic to work,
the leaders of the two parties,
which were earlier arch-rivals,
understand that the cadres have
to come on board. In his speech,
Mulayam told his supporters to
always respect “Mayawati ji’
who has come to seek votes for
him in his last election.
Mayawati too returned the
favour calling him a “true leader”
of the backward communities.

“There is no problem. I am
in touch with people in areas
where voting has been done.
Voters for both sides are voting
for Gathbandhan (SP-BSP-RLD
alliance) ,” Rakesh who was part
of the crowd, said. Jaiprakash
from Kisni, located 35 km from
here, studies in Kannauj and is
a volunteer of BVF. The 20-year-
old said there were 175 BVF vol-
unteers managing the affair.
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Lucknow: A Dalit man, who
accidentally cast his vote for the
BJP in Uttar Pradesh’s
Bulandshahr, has chopped off
his index finger for the “mis-
take”. Pawan Kumar, in a video
clip that has gone viral on social
media, can be heard saying that
he got confused with too many
symbols on the voting machine
and pressed the wrong button
on Thursday. “I wanted to
vote for the elephant, but I
voted for the flower by mis-
take,” he said in the video. He
said he was a Dalit and it was
his duty to vote for the elephant
(the BSP symbol). He added
the ink mark on his index fin-
ger reminded him of his mis-
take for which he chopped it
off. IANS
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This could well be the last
election that the voters were

taking part in — if they voted
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to power for the second time,
Mamata Banerjee said on Friday.

This is because the “BJP is
a dangerous party,” and “if
they are allowed to return to
power they will destroy each
and every constitutional insti-
tution in the country,” the
Chief Minister told in a rally at
Behrampore parliamentary
constituency.

“They are a fascist party
which has left no stone
unturned to undermine the
country’s democratic set up.
Dangerous times are ahead of
you. If they return to power
they will take away all of your
rights. You will lose your free-
dom to speak, to work, to eat,
lead your own life and not the
least they will throw you out of
this country by applying the
NRC which they have done in
Assam striking about 23 lakh
Hindu Bengalis and as many
Muslims from the citizenship
list,” Banerjee said warning “so
you must give a serious thought
about whom you vote for.”

As the Trinamool Congress
was the only outfit that had
been fighting relentlessly
against Modi’s divisive politics,
his crippling demonetisation
that has thrown two crore peo-
ple out of job “they are victim-
ising me, but you should not
mind that as I will always
stand behind you. But for that
you will have to for me and not
the Congress or the CPI(M)

who are hand-in-glove with the
BJP and RSS.”

In Murshidabad the
Congress was getting full help
from the RSS, she said asking
the people not to vote for a
party “which would not win in
the elections.”

Behrampore is the district
headquarter of Murshidabad
which has three parliamentary
constituencies — Behrampore,
Jangipur and Murshidabad.

With more than 68 per
cent of its population being
minorities and plagued by
acute unemployment forcing
local labourers to migrate to
western and northern States
this district has been a tradi-
tional stronghold of the

Congress Party.
While former PCC presi-

dent Adhir Chowdhury is the
Behrampore MP who won the
last elections by more than 3.25
lakh votes, Jangipur also went
to the Congress’ nominee
Abhijeet Mukherjee — the son
of former President Pranab
Mukherjee — who defeated
CPI(M) by a slender margin of
about 8,000 votes. The Marxists
won the Murshidabad in a tri-
cornered contest — featuring
TMC, Congress and CPI(M) —
by about 25,000 votes.

The district is plagued by
lack of employment, erosion of
River Ganges which bifurcates
into Padma before flowing into
Bangladesh and plight of more

than 6 lakh bidi workers.
Mostly residing in Jangipur
the bidi workers constitute a
good 30-35 lakh strong vote
base most of which gets divid-
ed between the Congress and
the Left.

However the BJP has this
time round made some inroads
into the Congress den by net-
ting Mahfooza Begum a vocal,
former CPI(M) MLA who has
through a strong Net cam-
paigning has gained much
popularity.

As TMC has not been a
major force in the district until
two years ago when it alleged-
ly “intimidated and bought
over” most of its leaders who
constituted a strong electoral
army of Adhir Chowdhury the
outgoing MP of Behrampore
this time round its “strong
entry” into the electoral arena
is making the scene interesting.

Because of a drop in Hindu
vote base of both the Congress
and the Left — thanks to the
inroads made by the BJP —
and the storming in of the
TMC into the district the
CPI(M) has thrown its weight
behind the Congress in
Behrampore.

It is the second seat besides
Malda South where the Left did
not field any candidate against
the Congress after the alliance
talks between the two sides
failed. Elections for
Murshidabad and Jangipur will
take place on April 23.
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After nearly three decades, ex-
Congresswoman Priyanka V

Chaturvedi’s grand entry to the Shiv Sena
will bring a much-needed ‘glamour quo-
tient’ to the Mumbai headquartered party.

The last time when a woman joining
the Sena created waves was in early 1990s
when the cricketer-turned-politician
Chandrika Kenia-Jain, a former Congress
minister and Rajya Sabha member joined
the party for a short time.

However, more than the former
Congress spokesperson Priyanka
Chaturvedi’s decision to quit the grand old
party, it was her surprise decision to join
the 53-year-old regional Shiv Sena that
grabbed attention on Friday.

Sources said her decision was not
abrupt, but was in works for the past near-
ly three weeks, before the Lok Sabha elec-
tions got under way, with the nod of Shiv
Sena President Uddhav Thackeray.

The Sena, enjoying a macho image, has

long been devoid of a ‘soft demeanour’ that
could further enhance its acceptance
among the womenfolk, especially the
urban educated, middle and the elite.

Chaturvedi’s decade-long experience
in a high-profile national-level position

with the country’s oldest political party,
could prove advantageous for the Sena in
the country’s capital.

On the ‘big catch’, Thackeray said elec-
tions come and go, what is important is the
party’s ideology and that “Chaturvedi has
accepted it by deciding to join the Shiv
Sena.” Though her exact role is not yet
clear, ‘sister’ Chaturvedi could be an asset
while dealing with Sena’s big brother
Bharatiya Janata Party and other NDA
allies effectively at the Centre.

Among the options being weighed for
her is a largely national role: helping the
party expand in Delhi and other States —
she might get a Rajya Sabha nomination in
the near future — and roping her to build
bridges with India Inc, a crucial aspect that
has largely remained unattended by the Sena.

Chaturvedi, 39, left a national-level
high-profile post as one of the AICC
spokespersons at the height of 2019 Lok
Sabha elections and accepted the Sena’s
symbolic ‘Shiv Bandhan’ in the presence
of a beaming Thackeray this afternoon.
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After completing the 72-
hour campaigning ban

imposed on him by the
Election Commission for vio-
lation of Model Code of
Conduct, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath offered prayers at
Aliganj Hanuman temple on
Hanuman Jayanti before
addressing four election rallies
on Friday.

Sources in the Bharatiya
Janata Party said Yogi drove to
the Aliganj temple and offered
‘prasad’ in the morning, 

During the ban period,
Yogi visited three Hanuman
temples — Hanuman Setu tem-
ple in Lucknow, Hanuman
Garhi in Ayodhya and
Sankatmochan temple in
Varanasi.

Yogi reiterated his Hindu
identity as he defended his vis-
its to temples during the ban.
He tweeted that the visits
should not be linked to politics
as he was practising his right to
faith enshrined in the Indian
Constitution. 

“The experience attained
through darshan of Ram Lalla
and Bajrang Bali at 
Hanuman Garhi and Sarayu
Mata temples is difficult to
express,” he said.

On Friday morning, Yogi
tweeted, “BJP ideology is to
respect constitutional institu-
tions and democratic values.
Have given respect to 
the order of EC for the past 72
hours and followed their
instructions.” 

Addressing Vijay Sankalp
rallies in Sambhal, Firozabad,
Mishrikh and Etawah, Yogi
said that the first two phases of
polling had set the tone and
tenor of the outcome. 

Ahmedabad: Congress leader
Kapil Sibal on Friday said his
party would give a cash reward
of Rs 1 lakh to anyone who
could reveal the identity of a
man seen in a video purportedly
exchanging demonetised notes
with face value of Rs 5 crore.

Speaking at a Press con-
ference in the city where he
played the video clip for the
media, Sibal claimed it was shot
in Ahmedabad and that
Kamalam, the ruling BJP’s
headquarters in Gujarat, was
also involved.

The grainy video, reported-
ly shot by journalists here and
obtained from a website called
www.Tnn.World, shows a beard-
ed man exchanging demone-
tised currency with a face value
of Rs 5 crore with new Rs 2,000
notes totalling Rs 3 crore.

“The (video) episode hap-

pened in Ahmedabad. The per-
son in the video was apparent-
ly very close to the BJP. He may
well have been a member of the
BJP. He, along with others, was
running a racket of illegally
converting thousands of crores
of unaccounted currency after
December 31, 2016 (post
demonetisation on November
8 that year),” Sibal said.

“The process of conversion
must have involved politicians,
bankers, brokers and others.
Those involved in the chain of
conversion earned commis-
sion of up to 40 per cent,” the
Congress leader claimed.

“Anybody who can identi-
fy the person in the video will
be given a cash reward of Rs 1
lakh by the Congress party,” he
said, adding that the BJP
Government had not both-
ered to probe the video. PTI
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The politically volatile north
Kerala is witnessing a fierce

battle between the ruling
CPI(M)-led LDF and the oppo-
sition Congress-headed UDF
in the three Lok Sabha con-
stituencies — Vadakara,
Kannur and Kasaragod, to
wrest them from the rival front
in the April 23 election.

While the main battle is
between the two fronts in
Kerala, the BJP has emerged as
a significant player after
extending support to the
Sabarimala devotees. How the
saffron party fares in the bipo-
lar polity of the southern state
is being keenly watched by
political observers.

The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) has fielded its
strongman P Jayarajan, to
reclaim Vadakara from state
Congress chief Mullappally
Ramachandran who had won
the seat with a meagre margin
of around 3,300 votes in 2014.

Jayarajan, CPI(M)’s for-
mer district secretary in
Kannur, has a considerable
clout among the party cadre,
prompting the Congress to
find a heavyweight to take on
him. But the Congress, in a sur-
prise move, picked K
Muraleedheeran, after two-
time sitting MP Ramachandran
opted out of race, to take on
Jayarajan, making it an inter-
esting constituency.

Muraleedheeran is a three-
time MP, incumbent MLA
from Vattiyoorkavu in
Thiruvananthapuram district
and son of former Chief
Minister K Karunakaran.

Vadakara is Left bastion,
which it won first in 1980 and
is holding since. The CPI(M) is
troubled by rebellion within
this time and also by the
decade-old Revolutionary
Marxist Party founded by late
TP Chandrasekharan after
quitting the Marxist party.

Muraleedheeran, the
Congress candidate, has RMP’s
support. The BJP has re-nom-
inated VK Sajeevan from
Vadakara, who had secured
over 76,000 votes in 2014.

Both the Congress and the
BJP have called for a vote
against the violent politics of
CPI(M). “We are fighting
against the politics of violence

played by Left,”
Muraleedheeran said.

But Jayarajan is trying to
counter that narrative by saying
that he himself is a victim of vio-
lence. In August 1999, assailants
attacked Jayarajan with knives
and machetes in which he was
grievously injured.

“I am being referred to as
‘Kamsa’ and Keechaka (Hindu
mythology characters), but it
was me who was attacked and
hacked by the Sangh Parivar,”
Jayarajan has said, reminding
the people of the constituency
of the incident.

Muraleedheeran said he is
confident about the prospects
of Congress also because party

president Rahul Gandhi has
chosen Wayanad in Kerala as
his second Lok Sabha con-
stituency to contest the poll.
“This will help improving the
prospects of Congress in the
state,” he said.

Kannur, a constituency
adjacent to Vadakara, is expect-
ed to witness a replay of the
2014 poll battle as temperatures
soar ahead of the arrival of the
annual monsoon.

Incumbent PK Sreemathy,
of the CPI(M), has a campaign
planned to avoid the mid-day
heat. Her party has ensured she
has to campaign from 8.30 am
to 11 am and then again from
3 pm onwards, according to

CPI(M) workers.
She is highlighting the

development work carried out
the Left Front Government.

Congress leader K
Sudhakaran, from whom
Sreemathy wrested the seat
with a margin of around 6,500
votes last time, too has made
Left’s violent politics a poll
plank to seek votes.

The BJP has fielded CK
Padmanabhan, a familiar polit-
ical face in Kerala who is bank-
ing on the achievements of the
Modi Government.

In Kasaragod, towards the
northern edge of Kerala sur-
rounded by the Western Ghats
and the Arabian Sea, is con-

sidered the “red fort” of
CPI(M). The last time Left was
defeated here was in 1984.

The Congress is aiming to
make use of the sympathy gen-
erated after the killing of its two
youth workers in Periya area in
February. Police said the killings
were politically motivated.

Rahul Gandhi said he will
“not rest till the murderers are
brought to justice”. The
Congress later fielded senior
party leader Rajmohan
Unnithan from the the con-
stituency. “I am a popular face
in the State. I have acted in over
20 movies. I am confident the
Congress will be able to wrest
Kasaragod from Left,”
Unnithan has said during his
election campaign.

To keep its bastion intact,
the Left party has fielded for-
mer member of legislative
Assembly KP Satheesh
Chandran from Kasaragod,
thrice represented by veteran
AK Gopalan.

Even though CPI(M) has
claimed it has no role in the
killing of the workers, the Left
was unable to project its inno-
cence over the crime allegedly
committed by one of its local
leader. The BJP has fielded
Ravish Tantri, a Hindu hard-
liner, to gain momentum in
Manjeshwaram and Kasaragod
assembly segments, forming
part of the Kasaragod parlia-
mentary constituency.

Rahul’s decision to contest
from Wayanad has visibly lift-
ed the spirits of the Congress
workers in all other con-
stituencies but angered the Left.

Wayanad: Congress General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi and
Union Minister and BJP leader
Smriti Irani will on Saturday
visit Wayanad in Kerala from
where Congress President
Rahul Gandhi is contesting
the Lok Sabha elections.

The State will vote on April
23 in the third phase of the
staggered elections. Rahul’s
main opponents in Wayanad
are NDA’s Tushar Vellapally
and CPI’s PP Suneer. 

Priyanka Gandhi has a pub-
lic meeting at Manathanvady,
after which she will meet the
family of Central Reserve Police
Force trooper Vasanthkumar
who was killed in the Pulwama
suicide bombing. Later she will
attend a farmers rally and then
go to Malappuram district,
where there are two Assembly
constituencies that are part of the
Wayanad Lok Sabha con-
stituency. IANS
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Jaipur: Rubbishing Opposition
charge that democracy was
under threat in BJP rule, Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar on
Friday said the Congress was
making such remarks as it has
shrunk to a “fringe party” from
a mainstream party and has no
chance in future elections.

“Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot says if Modi
comes, there will be no elec-
tions again. This is wrong.
Modi won in 2014 and there
are elections in 2019. 
Elections are taking place.
Elections will happen in 2024,
2029 (and so on) but Congress
has no chance in these elec-
tions,” the BJP’s poll 
in-charge for Rajasthan, told
PTI here.

“Congress was the main-
stream party and now it has
become a fringe party siding
with the ‘tukde-tudke gang’.
Congress is giving certificate
that this is freedom of expres-
sion. They give such kind of
defence,” he said. 

CM Gehlot has said in his
public rallies that democracy
and the Constitution are under
“threat” under Modi rule and
elections may not happen if he
comes to power again. 

The Union HRD Minister
also exuded confidence that the
BJP will, on its own,  win more
seats than in 2014 and the
NDA will get two-thirds major-
ity in polls. PTI
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In a new development the
Election Commission of

India has directed the Bengal
Chief Electoral Officer to send
a report on an alleged biopic
on Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee scheduled to be
released early next month.

The ECI move came after
the CPI(M) and the BJP
approached the ECI against
the release of the movie titled
“Baghini(Tigress).” Like the
biopic on the Prime Minister
had been stopped the “ECI has
been approached to stop the
release of this movie also till
the election process is over,”
CPI(M) central committee
member Nilotpal Basu said.
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Bank unions on Friday urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to take over grounded Jet

Airways to secure the future of the 22,000-odd
employees of the carrier.

In a letter to Modi, the All-India Bank Employees
Association also said government must ensure that
banks are not forced to lend to the crippled airline.

After flying for 25 years, Jet Airways Wednesday
announced grounding of operations after its lenders
declined an interim funding of �400-crore.

“We learn that banks have invited bids to pos-
sible investors to take over the airline. If it does not
happen, we urge you to take over the airline so that
the jobs of these 22,000 employees are safe,” the asso-
ciation said.

At the same time the unions opposed any move
to force banks to lend more money to the airline.

“Everyone is looking at the banks to bail out the
airline as though lenders are the owners,” the
unions said, also demanded an enquiry into the affairs
of Jet.

“Naresh Goyal is still the promoter and major
share- holder with 51 percent stake and it is his
headache to run the company or sell it someone,” the
unions said.

The attempts to sidetrack the whole issue by
building pressure on the banks to extend further loan
and save the company is only with a view to keep
Goyal out of the picture whereas he is the real man
who is answerable for the whole crisis, the unions
claimed.

“We seek the immediate intervention of the
Government so that banks are not pressurised to dole
out more money,” the letter said.

The airline owes more than �8,500 crore to banks
and around �4,000 crore to its vendors and aircraft
lessors and months of salaries to the employees apart
from thousands of crores of rupees in ticket refunds
to passengers. That apart it has an accumulate loss
of over �13,000 crore.

A consortium of banks led by State Bank had said
they were hopeful of a successful bidding process for
stake sale in the airline.

The 26 lenders to the cash strapped airline, now
own 51 percent stake in the airline, have invited bids
from potential suitors and received four bids from
Etihad Airways, NIFF, TPG and  Indigo Partners and
expect to close the deal by May 10.
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The grounding of Jet Airways has
left the tourism industry a

worried lot as it has led to an aver-
age 25 percent spike in airfares
across the sectors leading to mas-
sive hotel cancellations, says indus-
try experts.

Some key sectors like Mumbai-
Hyderabad, Mumbai-Delhi and
Delhi-Mumbai have seen the fares
flying by 62 percent, 52 percent and
49 percent, while the Bengaluru-
Delhi sector has had the lowest
impact with  a 10 percent surge short-
ly before and soon after the ground-
ing of Jet, show Cleatrip.Com data.

Financially struggling for
months, Jet Airways decided to call

it quits from Wednesday night,
leaving 22,000 jobs at stake and
inconveniencing lakhs of passen-
gers both domestic as well as inter-
national as Jet was the single largest
airline out of and into the country.

“The impact of grounding of
Jet Airways is not only restricted to
the airlines sector as tourism has
taken a severe beating due to the
massive surge in airfares during the
peak demand season. The impact
is unlikely to fade away anytime
soon and may continue into the rest
of the year,” Travel Agents
Association of India (Taai) presi-
dent Sunil Kumar told PTI Friday.

He said, both the domestic as
well as international travel and
related sectors are affected as trav-

ellers are cancelling their hotel
bookings as airfares have surged by
over 25 percent on average.

Leading tour operator Cox &
Kings’ Karan Anand said the shut-
tering of Jet has upset the travel plans
of many who have booked on Jet.

“This is the peak travel season
and the airfares for the next 10-12
days are up by at least 25 percent
as the capacity has fallen massive-
ly dissuading last minute travelers,”
he added.

However, online travel aggre-
gator Easemytrip. Com RPT
Easemytrip.Com co-founder
Nishant Pitti tried to downplay the
impact saying airfares normally
fluctuate as the aviation industry is
always unpredictable.
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Air India chairman Ashwani
Lohani is likely to meet State

Bank chairman Rajnish Kumar
Friday over the national carrier’s
plans to lease five wide-body
Boeing planes from the now
grounded Jet Airways.

Weighed down by a mountain
of debt and falling revenue, Jet
Airways announced suspension of
its entire operations from
Wednesday night and owns 16
wide-body planes, 10 B777-300ERs
and six Airbus A330s.

The SBI-led consortium of
lenders are now running the airline

under a debt recast plan.
The Air India chairman had

written to SBI chief Wednesday
expressing interest in taking on
lease five of the Boeing 777s from
Jet and deploy them in key inter-
national routes. And the meeting,
expected to take place in New
Delhi, is in furthering this.

“Lohani is expected to meet
Kumar today to discuss his plans of
leasing five Jet Airways’ B777s. Air
India is keen to launch more inter-
national routes and enhance fre-
quencies on the existing ones.

“But it does not have additional
aircraft to do so. If it is able to strike
a deal with Jet lenders, it can

expand the international operations
further,” a source privy to the
development told PTI.

The Air India spokesperson
was not available to confirm or
deny the meeting.

In a dry-lease arrangement, the
lessor gives out only the aircraft to
a lessee, while in wet-lease, the air-
craft comes with the complete
crew, maintenance and insurance.

After the grounding of Jet, Air
India is the only domestic carrier
now operating services on long haul
and ultra-long haul routes like
London, Paris, New York,
Washington, Chicago and San
Francisco, among other cities.
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Airlines in India have “lim-
ited freedoms” to operate

as true commercial businesses
and the country is a challeng-
ing market for the carriers
despite the huge aviation
potential, according to global
airlines’ grouping IATA.

The comments from the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA), which has
nearly 290 airlines as members,
also comes at a time when Jet
Airway has temporarily closed
down its operations due to
cash crunch.

Jet Airways is also a mem-
ber of the IATA.

Albert Tjoeng, Assistant
Director of Corporate
Communications (Asia
Pacific) at the IATA, said that
while the aviation potential of
India is huge, it is a challeng-
ing market for airlines.

“Airlines have to deal with
high operating costs – fuel, tax-
ation, airport charges - in a
very competitive environment.
Fuel costs makes up 34 per
cent of operating costs of
Indian carriers when the
industry average is about 24
per cent.

“Coupled with the depre-
ciation of the Indian rupee, it
is a double whammy for the
airlines,” he said in a statement.

According to him, India’s
regulatory and tax framework
around fuel also adds a burden
on the airline industry.
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In a fresh attempt to retain
control over its realty arm

Jaypee Infratech, crisis-hit
Jaypee group’s promoters
Friday apologised to thousands
of distressed home buyers and
promised to infuse �2,000 crore
to complete pending apart-
ments over the next four years. 

This proposal was made to
home buyers at a meeting
called by Jaypee group chair-
man Manoj Gaur as part of
efforts to seek flat owners’ sup-
port for resolving the crisis and
delivering the pending 20,524
units. 

Jaypee group founder
Jaiprakash Gaur was also pre-
sent at the meeting, which was
attended by over 1,000 buyers,
while around dozen flat own-
ers boycotted the meet and
staged protest at the venue —
Jaypee Instutute of Information
Technology — here. 

Jaypee Infratech, a sub-
sidiary of Jaypee group flagship
firm Jaiprakash Associates Ltd

(JAL), is undergoing an insol-
vency proceedings. State-
owned NBCC and Suraksha
group are in race to acquire
Jaypee Infratech. JAL has also
submitted its plan but the same
is not being considered by
lenders at this stage. 

To solicit the support of it’s
homebuyers, who have now got
a voting rights for approval of any
resolution plan under Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code, the
Jaypee group chairman Friday
invited flat owners to discuss the
proposal submitted by it. 

The Jaypee group said it
will put in �1,500 crore in an
escrow account and also attach
a 100-acre land parcel worth
�500 crore to deliver these
flats within four years. 

At the outset, Manoj Gaur
apologised for the delay in
completing the housing pro-
jects, which he said  “was
beyond his control”.

“We are victims of cir-
cumstances. Jaypee Group is
synonymous for creating best
of the infrastructure projects in
India like power plants in
Baspa, Karchamwangtoo in the
toughest of the terrains and
Sardar Sarovar Dam that aside
Yamuna Expressway and oth-
ers,” he said. 

Promising to complete and
hand over the remaining units,

Gaur sought another chance
from the homebuyers. 

“We will put �1,500 crore in
escrow account and keep 100-
acre land worth �500 earmarked,
won’t sell this land. In total we
have around �2,000 crore for
this,”  Jaypee Group advisor
Ajeet Kumar told reporters. 

Additional funds would
come from home buyers as well
as sale of unsold housing units
worth �4000 crore, he added.

“Under Section 12A of the
IBC Procedure, we have sub-
mitted a proposal (to lenders)
in the month of February. The
highlights of the proposal are
that we will put �1,500 crore in
an escrow account which will
be monitored by a committee
and the entire amount will be
used for construction and com-
pletion of the houses,” he said.

Jaypee group had in April
2018 as well submitted �10,000
crore plan before lenders to
revive Jaypee Infratech, but
the same was not accepted. 

“It’s been 18 months since
the case is in the Supreme
Court and the NCLT, our
chairman (Manoj Gaur) has
apologised to the buyers. He
told them that he understands
their pain of not getting the
homes and wants the support
of the buyers for his proposal,”
Kumar said.
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Air India chairman Ashwani
Lohani held preliminary

talks with his State Bank coun-
terpart Rajnish Kumar in the
Capital Friday on the national
carrier’s interest in leasing five
Boeing 777s from the now-
grounded Jet Airways, sources
close to the development said.

The meeting lasted for over
more than an hour at the
Airlines House, the headquar-
ters of the flag carrier in the
national Capital.

“During the meeting with
Kumar, Lohani discussed his
proposal on leasing five B777s
of Jet Airways,” the sources told
PTI.

As per these sources, the AI
chairman will now take the
proposal to the airline’s board
for approval, after more inter-
nal discussions and if all goes
well, then the proposal will be
sent to the aviation ministry for
the final approval.

The AI board is scheduled
to meet on April 27 and the
subject may come up for dis-
cussions.

Weighed down by a moun-
tain of debt and falling revenue,
Jet Airways announced sus-
pension of its entire operations
from Wednesday night. The
airline now owns 16 wide-

body planes--10 B777-300ERs
and six Airbus A330s.

The SBI-led consortium
of lenders are now running the
airline under a debt recast
plan.

The AI chairman had writ-
ten to SBI chief Wednesday
expressing interest in taking on
lease five of the Boeing 777s
from Jet and deploy them in
key international routes.

When asked about the next
step, the source said after fur-
ther deliberations, a formal
proposal will be sent to the
board for its approval. “If the
board gives its go ahead, it will
be sent to the aviation ministry
which will take a final call.”

Air India is keen to launch
more international routes and
enhance frequencies on the
existing ones.

“But it does not have addi-
tional aircraft to do so. If it is
able to strike a deal with Jet
lenders, it can expand the
international operations fur-
ther,” the source said.

The Air India spokesper-
son was not available to com-
ment parleys.

In a dry-lease arrange-
ment, the lessor gives out only
the aircraft to a lessee, while in
wet-lease, the aircraft comes
with the complete crew, main-
tenance and insurance.
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Wipro Ltd on Friday said a
cyber attack on few of its

employee accounts has not
impacted its critical business
operations and the firm has
taken remedial measures.

In a regulatory filing, the
company said it became aware
of potentially abnormal activ-
ity within its network about 10
days back in respect of few of
its employee accounts, who
were “subjected to an advanced
phishing campaign”.

“Upon learning of the
above, the company promptly
kicked off its standard operat-
ing procedure for addressing
such incidents. We began
investigating the incident, iden-
tified and isolated the employ-
ee accounts which were
impacted, took remedial steps
to contain the incident and mit-
igate any potential effects of the
incident,” Wipro said.

It also informed the hand-
ful of customers where the
affected employees are engaged.

“We would like to clarify
that the incident did not impact
the company’s ongoing critical
business operations,” it said.

Cybersecurity blog
KrebsOnSecurity had previous-

ly stated that Wipro’s systems
had been breached and were
being used to launch attacks
against some of its clients.

“Like any large enterprise,
the company investigates over 4.8
million alerts in a year,” Wipro
said without elaborating on what
its investigation had revealed.

Wipro said it has used its
industry-leading cybersecuri-
ty practices and partner ecosys-
tem for remedial steps and has
shared this intelligence with its
partners to develop the
AntiVirus signatures.

“The same has been
applied to our enterprise sys-
tems. We are collaborating
with our partner ecosystem to
collect and monitor advanced
threat intelligence for enhanc-
ing our security posture. We
continue to monitor our enter-
prise infrastructure at a height-
ened level of alertness,” it said.

KrebsOnSecurity, in its
blog, had cited sources to state
that Wipro was “dealing with a
multi-month intrusion from an
assumed state-sponsored
attacker” and that Wipro’s sys-
tems were seen being used as
jumping-off points for digital
phishing expeditions target-
ing at least a dozen Wipro cus-
tomer systems.
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Reliance Industries has stated
that it will start natural gas

production from R-Cluster gas
field in the flagging KG-D6 block
in the Bay of Bengal from the sec-
ond half of the 2020-21 fiscal.

Reliance and its partner BP
Plc of UK had in June 2017
announced an investment of
�40,000 crore in the three sets
of discoveries to reverse the
flagging production in KG-D6
block. These finds were expect-
ed to bring a total 30-35 million
cubic metres  (1 billion cubic
feet) of gas a day onstream,
phased over 2020-22. R-Cluster
will be first to come on stream.

“R-Cluster development is
on track for first gas in 2H
FY21,” Reliance said in an
investor presentation after its
fourth-quarter earnings.

Four of the planned six
wells that would produce gas
from the field have been com-
pleted and the fifth one is being
drilled currently, it said adding
first offshore installation cam-
paign is underway and is expect-
ed to be completed in Q1 FY20.

The second set is called the
Satellite Cluster for which all
major orders have been com-
mitted and engineering work is
in progress. “Manufacturing
of components of Subsea
Production System (SPS) has
commenced,” it said.
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The Finance Ministry is
looking at innovative Real

Estate Investment Trusts
(REITs) model for sale of land
assets of CPSEs and also those
which are classified as ‘enemy
property’ by the government.

REITs, which are regulated
by Sebi, are instruments for
investments in real estate. Under
this REITs model of securitisa-
tion, the land assets will be
transferred to a trust providing
investment opportunity for
institutional investors.

The finance ministry is
looking at the REITs model
along with other modes like
leasing or outright sale of land
assets for monetising non-core
assets of Central Public Sector
Enterprises (CPSEs) which have
been identified for strategic
disinvestment, an official said.

The ministry is also con-
sidering REITs model for mon-
etisation of immovable enemy
property.

Although market regulator

Sebi had notified REITs guide-
lines in 2014, the market for
this instrument for investment
in real estate is yet to pick up.

With regard to sale of
immovable enemy properties,
the guidelines said the assets
would be identified for disposal
in consultation with the stake-
holders including the respective
state governments. 

Enemy property refers to
the assets which were left
behind by people who migrat-
ed to Pakistan or China and are
no longer citizens of India.

The Custodian of Enemy
Property for India (CEPI) or the
Ministry of Home Affairs will
select the properties for dispos-
al and will also certify that a clear
title deed is available and the
property is free of any encum-
brances and encroachment.

Although the Department
of Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) under
the finance ministry has spelled
out the several model which
could be used for monetising
land assets, the final call will be

taken by a ministerial panel
headed by the finance minister.

One of the models proposed
by DIPAM is ’Direct
Contractual Approach’ under
which large upfront payments
for the land could be made to
government coupled with small
annual payments or small
upfront payment coupled with
annual payments.

“Adoption of one or the
other model would depend
upon many factors like type
and use of asset, objective of
monetisation and various other
factors,” an official said.

The other model could be
the one being used by NHAI
under which operations of an
existing revenue generating
assets are entrusted to a private
party for specified period on
specific terms and conditions
like the ’Toll-Operate-Transfer’
(ToT) Another model which
could be considered is to trans-
fer the land to State-owned
NBCC for developing afford-
able housing or central/state
Government offices.
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China said on Friday it was
ready to hold a Wuhan-

style summit meeting with
India this year to improve ties,
notwithstanding the differ-
ences over the trillion-dollar
Belt and Road Initiative in
which the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
is a flagship project.

Addressing a media con-
ference here ahead of the Belt
and Road Forum (BRF) being
held from April 25-27 to show-
case China’s trillion-dollar Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI),
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi appealed to India to shed its
opposition to the USD 60 bil-
lion CPEC, saying it no way
“undermined” the basic posi-
tion on the Kashmir dispute.

Asked if India’s opposition
to the BRI would undermine the
new momentum generated by
last year’s informal summit
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping, Wang said
the two leaders had a very suc-
cessful meeting at Wuhan city.

“Particularly they have
established mutual trust between
the leadership and they jointly
planned for the future of
improvement and strengthening
of China-India relations.

“After the Wuhan summit,
we see all areas or progress
between the two countries and
we have bright prospect for this
relationship. We are now
preparing for the next summit
of our leaders,” he said without
specifying any time line.

After the Wuhan summit
hosted by China, the second
summit will be held by India.
President Xi plans to visit India
for the 2nd informal summit
after the general elections, cur-
rently underway, are over.

Wang said so far 37 heads
of state and governments had
confirmed their participation
in the BRF. Representatives
from over 150 countries organ-
isations’ close to 5,000 partic-
ipants have confirmed their
participation.

Leaders of Pakistan and
Nepal are among the countries
who would take part in the
meeting.

Informed sources here told
PTI that there was no official
invitation from China to the
Indian leadership or at the
ministerial level to take part in
its 2nd BRF meeting.

For its first BRF meeting
held in May 2017, China had
invited India to take part in the
six separate forums that China
organised as part of the meeting.

Indian Ambassador to
China, Vikram Misri flagged
India’s concerns over the CPEC
in an interview to state-run
Global Times last month stat-
ing that “above all, connectiv-
ity initiatives must be pursued
in a manner that respects sov-
ereignty, equality and territor-
ial integrity of nations. No
country can participate in an
initiative that ignores its core
concerns on sovereignty and
territorial integrity”.

The BRI is a multi-bil-
lion-dollar initiative launched
by President Xi when he came
to power in 2013. It aims to link
Southeast Asia, Central Asia,
the Gulf region, Africa and
Europe with a network of land
and sea routes.
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Waaree Energies Ltd., an
Indian EPC player and

solar PV manufacturer
announced its foray into the
Stand-Alone Solar Solutions
segment with Off-Grid
Inverters. With an aim to sub-
stantially reduce dependency
on the electrical grid, the solar
inverters are available in capac-
ities ranging from of 375 VA to
10 KW across a wide scale of
commercial and residential
consumers. This new offering
will uphold the strong ’quality
control’ measures of Waaree
and will be made available
across India in a span of a year
through its supply, distribution
and franchise chain. 

The Indian Solar Inverter
market is expected to grow at
over 25% CAGR in the next 5
years and Waaree aims to cap-
italize on the growth curve and
satiate the much needed qual-
ity service in the segment.

1�����
0	�����
���
�	�������
��������
����
������	

$�����
�������	
����
+������
������	,
��
�������@
$�#�

����������
���������E�	���
��������������
���9�	�

8�����
�����
�����	
�������
��
���&����	

#�	�����-��+-��-
)�+�����.�-��
�����#(8	.+-����
'����	�����!5'&

�	��� 676*.3

Ed-tech startup, Avanti
Learning Centres, which

offers Science and Mathematics
education by leveraging a
Physical, Digital model, has
launched an AI powered
Mobile App. The Mumbai-
based education startup works
in the area of preparatory class-
es for higher education in
STEM domain (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) for students
looking to succeed in IIT and
Medical entrance examinations
including NEET.

It has recently expanded to
300 centres across 50 cities and
towns while impacting the lives
of over 500,000 students look-
ing to enter the Engineering and
Medical colleges of India.

The startup is currently
providing its services close to
11.9 Lakh students appearing
for IIT Entrance and over 13
lakh students appearing for
NEET, Avanti with a Physical,
Digital model.
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Hopes for a breakthrough in
a push to end

Afghanistan’s gruelling con-
flict suffered a major setback on
Friday after a key summit
between the Taliban and
Afghan officials was indefi-
nitely postponed.

The so-called intra-Afghan
dialogue, due to take place in
Doha this weekend, fell apart at
the last minute in a row over
the large number of delegates
Kabul wanted to send.

The collapse comes at a
critical time and amid contin-
ued bloodshed. The Taliban
now control or influence about
half of Afghanistan and 3,804
civilians were killed there last
year, according to a UN tally.

Washington, which is lead-
ing an effort to end the war, sig-
nalled its disappointment and
urged both sides to return to
the table, though organisers
provided no hint about when
the conference might be
rescheduled.

Sultan Barakat, who heads
the group that was to host the
event, said in a statement the
postponement was “necessary
to build further consensus as to
who should participate”.

“Clearly the moment is
not yet right,” added Barakat,
the director of the Center for
Conflict and Humanitarian
Studies.

President Ashraf Ghani’s
administration had on Tuesday
announced a list of 250 people
from all walks of Afghan life,
including government figures,
who it wanted to send to Doha.

But the Taliban poured
scorn on the lengthy list, say-
ing it was not “normal” and
that they had “no plans” to
meet with so many people.

The conference is “not an

invitation to some wedding or
other party at a hotel in Kabul,”
the Taliban said this week.

Though the insurgents
insisted they would only talk to
Ghani officials in a “personal
capacity”, any contact between
the two parties in Doha would
have been hugely signficant,
especially at a time when
Afghanistan is being ripped by
fresh violence after the Taliban
announced their annual spring
offensive. Ghani officials
blamed the Qatari government
for the summit’s derailment. In
a statement, the presidential
palace said Qatar had rejected
the long list of delegates and
suggested a shorter one which
was “not acceptable”.

Analyst Michael Kugelman
of the Wilson Center in
Washington said the break-
down illustrated the tough
path ahead for peace.

The conference “mess and
its dysfunction amplifies just
how much of a long, hard slog
a reconciliation process will be,”
he told AFP.

“If an event billed as a mere
informal ice-breaker causes so
many problems, imagine what
could happen when it’s time to
put something more formal
together.” Even some of those
Ghani said would attend
dropped out, slamming the
guest list as rigged to political-
ly strengthen the president,
who faces delayed elections in
September. The Doha summit
was separate from ongoing
direct talks between the Taliban
and the US.

While the insurgents did
meet with Afghan politicians
outside the government in
Moscow in February, they have
steadfastly refused to meet
with Ghani and his adminis-
tration, which they view as a
puppet regime.
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US President Donald Trump
on Friday dismissed unfa-

vorable testimony in the
Mueller report on Russian elec-
tion interference as “fabricated”
and labelled the document
“crazy.” 

“Statements are made
about me by certain people in
the Crazy Mueller Report, in
itself written by 18 Angry
Democrat Trump Haters,
which are fabricated & totally
untrue,” the president tweeted.

A 400-page document out-
lining the findings of Special
Counsel Robert Mueller’s 22-
month investigation, made
public on Thursday, cleared
Trump of criminal conspiracy
but left open whether he had
obstructed justice.

Mueller’s report recounts
10 episodes involving the pres-
ident and potential obstruction
of the investigation.

After reviewing the docu-
ment, Attorney General Bill
Barr and his deputy Rod
Rosenstein concluded there
was insufficient evidence to
charge the president with
obstruction. Mueller, however,
noted that while he was fol-
lowing Justice Department pol-
icy in not charging Trump, the
evidence he gathered “does
not exonerate” the Republican
president.

Trump initially celebrated
the publication of the report -
- which landed as the United
States dives into the ferment of
a bitter presidential campaign
-- saying at the White House
that he was “having a good

day.” 
But he was in a more

defensive mood Friday, as he
prepared for a long Easter
weekend at his Florida golf
resort, insisting that he had
done nothing wrong.

“Because I never agreed to
testify, it was not necessary for
me to respond to statements
made in the ‘Report’ about me,
some of which are total bullshit
& only given to make the other
person look good (or me to

look bad),” Trump added,
repeating his description of
the investigation as an “Illegally
Started Hoax.” 

Mueller said in his report
that Trump’s “efforts to influ-
ence the investigation were
mostly unsuccessful, but that is
largely because the persons
who surrounded the president
declined to carry out orders or
accede to his requests.” 

The episodes of potential
wrongdoing, which will now be
examined by the Democrat-led
House of Representatives,
include the firing of FBI chief
James Comey, Trump’s efforts
to remove Mueller and his
attempts to prevent disclosure
of emails about the infamous
2016 Trump Tower meeting
between Russians and senior
campaign officials. Democrats

meanwhile have demanded
action against Barr, arguing
that Mueller’s report undercut
some of the attorney general’s
key claims about the obstruc-
tion issue and the White
House’s cooperation with the
investigation.

“There are at least four sig-
nificant ways that Mr Barr has
misled the public on the con-
tents of the Mueller report,”
Senate Democratic Leader
Chuck Schumer and House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said in a
joint statement.

Eric Swalwell, a California
congressman, called for Barr’s
resignation while several oth-
ers berated him. They accused
Barr of suggesting publicly and
falsely that Mueller had not
intended for Congress to
resolve the obstruction issue. 
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Russia on Friday once more
dismissed the Mueller

report, saying it failed to pre-
sent clear evidence of any
meddling by Moscow in the
2016 US election and called its
impact on relations regret-
table.

“As a whole the report as
before does not present any
reasonable proof at all that
Russia allegedly meddled in
the electoral process in the US,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry

Peskov told journalists, saying
it contained “no new infor-
mation.” Russia has consis-
tently rejected any suggestion
that it interfered in the election
won by Donald Trump.

The politically explosive
probe by Special Counsel
Robert Mueller ruled that
Trump’s campaign did not
criminally conspire with
Russians to skew the election,
and drew no conclusion on
allegations of obstruction.

“We regret that documents
of such quality have a direct

influence on the development
of US-Russian bilateral rela-
tions which are not in the best
shape as it is,” Peskov said.

He even suggested that
US taxpayers should question
why their money was spent on
the lengthy probe with such a
result.

“In our country, the Audit
Chamber would probably take
an interest in such a report:
what did American taxpayers’
money get spent on? But let the
US taxpayers themselves ask
that question,” Peskov added.
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Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe is scheduling a

rushed visit to Washington to
meet with President Donald
Trump and celebrate first lady
Melania Trump’s birthday, and
then is inviting him to be first
foreign leader to meet Japan’s
new emperor, the two countries
announced Friday.

Without close friends in
Asia, Abe is seen as using
every opportunity, even the
emperor’s accession, to court
Trump.

Tokyo and Washington
said Friday that Trump and the
first lady will make a state visit
to Japan at the end of May, just
weeks after Crown Prince
Naruhito ascends Japan’s
Chrysanthemum throne.
Naruhito’s 85-year-old father,
Emperor Akihito, is ending
his three-decade reign on April
30 by abdicating.

Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yoshihide Suga said receiving
Trump as the first state guest of
the new imperial era would
“symbolize the unshakable
bond of the Japan-U.S.
Alliance.” 

Japanese officials are also
arranging for Trump to watch
the final day of a sumo

wrestling tournament on May
26 so he can present a trophy
to the winner. Trump may also
travel to a Japanese naval base
in Yokosuka west of 
Tokyo to see a destroyer that
has been refitted as Japan’s
first postwar aircraft carrier,
Japanese officials and media
reports said.

Abe, experts say, is taking
every opportunity to court
Trump as Japan tries to stay out
of the U.S. Leader’s crosshairs,
unlike some other world lead-
ers who have upset him on
trade and other issues.

“I’m not sure what other
choices this administration, or
any Japanese administration,
has except to try to build the
best relationship possible with
Washington through face-to-
face interaction,” said Stephen
Nagy, a politics and interna-
tional studies professor at
International Christian
University in Tokyo. 

“I think Mr Trump being
the first to meet the emperor is
a good example of that.”
Relations between Japan and
two of its closest neighbors,
South Korea and China, remain
strained over their war history
and territorial disputes.

In February, Trump said
Abe had nominated him for the

Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts
to denuclearize North Korea.
Abe did not deny the claim,
triggering criticism from oppo-
sition lawmakers that his
apparent effort to please Trump
was embarrassing. Abe has
managed to largely stay on
good terms with Trump by
assiduously avoiding criticism
of the U.S. Leader. “You never
hear criticisms out of Japan ...
That has been very character-
istic of the Abe administration,”
Nagy said. 

“I think he has done well
because he hasn’t insulted Mr.
Trump to cause problems.”
Abe was also the first foreign
leader to meet Trump after his
election in November 2016, not
even waiting until he official-
ly took office as is normal
diplomatic practice, and gave
him a special golf driver.

Hiro Aida, professor of
global studies at Aoyama
Gakuin University and an
expert on Japan-U.S. Relations,
said Abe is jumping at the
opportunity of the emperor’s
succession after his ties with
Trump were seen to be weak-
ening as the U.S. Leader came
down hard on trade issues,
demanding that Japan do more
to reduce the countries’ trade
imbalance.
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Protest leaders on Friday
announced plans to unveil

a civilian body to take over
from Sudan’s ruling military
council as crowds of demon-
strators kept up the pressure
outside army headquarters and
Washington said it will send an
envoy to encourage the transi-
tion. The military council,
which took power after ousting
Sudan’s longtime leader Omar
al-Bashir on April 11, has so far
resisted calls from protesters to
quickly make way for a civilian
adminstration.

The Sudanese Professionals
Association, which has been
spearheading the protests, said
in a statement that the civilian
council members would be
named at a news conference at
1700 GMT on Sunday outside
the army complex to which for-
eign diplomats are also invited.

“We are demanding that
this civilian council, which
will have representatives of the
army, replace the military
council,” Ahmed al-Rabia, a
leader of the umbrella group of
unions for doctors, engineers
and teachers, told AFP.

Four months after anti-
regime protests started, access

roads were packed on Friday
with crowds flocking to huge
square outside army head-
quarters. Activists mobilised
demonstrators through social
media to keep up the pressure
for replacing the military coun-
cil, now led by General Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan.

“Power to civilians, power
to civilians,” protesters chant-
ed through Thursday night.

“I won’t leave until Burhan
transfers power to a civilian
government,” said Wali Aldeen,
who has camped outside the
complex since the day Bashir
was ousted. Activists have
called for large crowds to gath-
er after weekly Muslim prayers,
as on previous Fridays.

Protests first broke out on
December 19 in response to the
tripling of bread prices, swift-
ly turning into nationwide ral-
lies against Bashir’s three-
decade rule.

After his ouster, protesters
demonstrated against General
Awad Ibn Ouf who took over
as the first head of the military
council, insisting he was a tool
of the old regime.

Ibn Ouf stepped down in
less than 24 hours and was
replaced by Burhan, who so far
has appeased protesters by lift-

ing a night-time curfew and
vowing to “uproot” Bashir’s
circle.

The United States on
Thursday praised orders by
Sudan’s new military leader to
free political prisoners and
end the curfew as it dispatched
Makila James, a deputy assis-
tant secretary of state, on a mis-
sion to Khartoum this week-
end. The United States will “cal-
ibrate our policies based on our
assessment of events”, State
Department spokeswoman
Morgan Ortagus said, adding
however that talks on delisting
Sudan as a state sponsor of ter-
rorism remained suspended.

“We are encouraged by the
decision to release political
prisoners and cancel the curfew
in Khartoum,” Ortagus said in
a statement.

She said that the United
States wanted the military
council and other armed units
to “show restraint, avoid con-
flict and remain committed to
the protection of the Sudanese
people.” 

“The will of the Sudanese
people is clear: it is time to
move toward a transitional
government that is inclusive
and respectful of human rights
and the rule of law,” she said.
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Ajournalist was shot dead
during riots in Northern

Ireland in what police on
Friday were treating as a ter-
rorist incident following the
latest upsurge in 
violence to shake the troubled
region.

“Lyra McKee was mur-
dered during orchestrated vio-
lence in Creggan last night,”
Assistant Chief Constable Mark
Hamilton said in a statement.

McKee had earlier posted
an image that appeared to be
from the riots in the Creggan
housing estate in the city of
Londonderry, also known as
Derry, accompanied by the
words “Derry tonight. Absolute
madness.” 

Images of the unrest post-
ed on social media showed a
car and van ablaze and hood-
ed individuals throwing petrol
bombs and fireworks at police
vehicles.

“A single gunman fired
shots in a residential area of the
city and as a result wounded
Ms McKee,” said Hamilton,
adding that police believed the
gunman was a “violent dissi-

dent republican.” 
“We are treating this as a

terrorist incident and we have
launched a murder enquiry,” he
added.

Journalist Matthew Hughes
earlier identified the dead
woman as one of his friends.

“I just received the heart-
breaking news that my friend
@LyraMcKee was 
murdered tonight in a terror-
ist incident in Derry,” he wrote
on Twitter.

McKee had written for The
Atlantic magazine and
Buzzfeed News and was named
by Forbes Magazine in 2016 as
one of their “30 under 30” out-
standing figures in media,
according to her literary agent
Janklow & Nesbit.

Leona O’Neill, a reporter
with the Belfast Telegraph, said
she saw McKee get hurt.

“I was standing beside this
young woman when she fell
beside a police Land Rover
tonight in Creggan #Derry. I
called an ambulance for her but
police put her in the back of
their vehicle and rushed her to
hospital where she died. Just 29
years old. Sick to my stomach
tonight,” she tweeted.
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The UN said on Friday it had
evacuated 163 refugees

from war-ravaged Libya to
neighbouring Niger, but more
than 3,000 others were still
trapped in detention centres
affected by clashes.

The move marked the first
evacuation of refugees and
migrants out of Libya since
fighting escalated in Tripoli two
weeks ago, the UN refugee
agency said.

“Given the situation in
Libya, humanitarian evacua-
tions are a lifeline for detained
refugees whose lives are in
jeopardy in Libya,” UN refugee
chief Filippo Grandi said in a
statement.

The operation came as
fierce fighting continued
between forces loyal to strong-
man Khalifa Haftar and those

backing the internationally
recognised Government of
National Accord (GNA).

The renewed fighting has
killed over 200 people and left
more than 900 wounded, the
World Health Organisation
said Thursday.

More than 25,000 have
been displaced, according to
the International Organisation
for Migration.

Dozens of women and
children were among those
evacuated on the UNHCR
flight that landed in Niger

early Friday morning.
They had all been held in

detention centres near the
frontlines of the conflict.

UNHCR said it had previ-
ously relocated many of them
from the Abu Selim and Ain
Zara centres to its Gathering
and Departure Facility (GDF)
in the centre of the capital.

In all, it said, it had relo-
cated 539 refugees from sever-
al detention centres near the
immediate fighting zone.

But it said more than 3,000
refugees and migrants remain
trapped in detention in areas
where the fighting was raging.

The agency said it
remained “extremely con-
cerned” for the safety of those
who remain “trapped inside
detention centres and exposed
to violence.” 

Grandi meanwhile hailed
Niger for welcoming the

refugees and urged other coun-
tries to follow suit.

“Niger’s solidarity in receiv-
ing these refugees is world-
leading and exemplary, but
Niger cannot do this alone,” he
said. “There must be shared
responsibility and we need
other countries to come for-
ward to lend a hand and help
bring vulnerable refugees out of
Libya to safety.” 

UNHCR issued an urgent
appeal to the international
community to find solutions
for all the trapped and detained
refugees in Libya.

Among other things, it
said there was a need for evac-
uations and humanitarian cor-
ridors to allow refugees in its
GDF in Tripoli to find safety
abroad. It also said new such
spaces were needed, since the
facility had only limited capac-
ity.
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Mali’s prime minister
resigned along with his

entire government on
Thursday following criticism
over their handling of an
upsurge of violence in the cen-
tre of the country and a mas-
sacre last month that left 160
people dead.

A statement from President
Ibrahim Boubacar Keita’s office
said he had accepted
Soumeylou Boubeye Maiga’s
resignation, along with those of
his ministers, two weeks after
mass protests erupted over the
rising tide of violence.

Lawmakers from both rul-
ing and opposition parties had
submitted a motion of no con-
fidence against the govern-
ment on Wednesday, blaming
Maiga and his administration
for failing to clamp down on
the unrest.

“A prime minister will be
named very soon and a new
government will be put in
place after consultations with

all political forces” from both
the ruling and opposition sides,
the statement from Keita’s
office said. The president had
on Tuesday said in a televised
address that he had “heard the
anger”, without explicitly nam-
ing the prime minister.

The government had come
under mounting pressure over
its handling of violence in the
restive Mopti region and espe-
cially a massacre on March 23
in which 160 people were killed
in the village of Ogossagou near
the border with Burkina Faso.

Members of the Dogon
ethnic group -- a hunting and
farming community with a
long history of tension with the
nomadic Fulani people over
access to land -- were accused
of being behind the mass
killing.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple took to the streets of
Bamako on April 5 to protest
against the upsurge of vio-
lence, accusing the govern-
ment of not doing enough to
stop it. The protest was called

by Muslim religious leaders,
organisations representing the
Fulani herding community,
opposition parties and civil
society groups.

Mali has been struggling to
restore stability since Islamist
extremists linked to Al-Qaeda
took control of the country’s
vast desert north in early 2012.
While the jihadists were large-
ly driven out in a 
French-led military operation
that began in January 2013,
huge areas are still in the grip
of lawlessness, despite a 2015
peace agreement with some
armed groups that sought to
definitively stamp out the
Islamist threat.

Since then, militants have
shifted from the north towards
the more densely populated
centre of the country, where
they have sharpened ancient
rivalries and ethnic conflicts
that date back years. Jihadist
attacks have also spread to
Burkina Faso, Chad and Niger,
forcing tens of thousands of
people from their homes. 

Paris: For many of France’s yel-
low vest protesters, the stinging
sadness that came with the dev-
astating fire at Notre Dame
Cathedral has quickly given
way to boiling anger.

Despite their struggles to
make ends meet, some made
small donations for the restora-
tion of the iconic Paris build-
ing.

But they also felt unheard
when French President
Emmanuel Macron addressed
the nation to speak about the
fire, instead of laying out his
response to the social crisis that
has fueled their protests since
last November.

And they felt even more
outraged when, in just a few
hours, billionaires pledged
hundreds of millions of dollars
(euros) to help restore the
damaged cathedral while their
demands remain unsatisfied
in their longstanding fight with
the French government. AP

Istanbul: Turkey has arrested
two men suspected of spying
for the United Arab Emirates
and is probing if they are tied
to Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi’s murder, Anadolu
state news agency said on
Friday. The two were detained
as part of an investigation by
Istanbul prosecutors into
alleged spying by the Gulf
state, Anadolu reported. 

It was not clear when they
were arrested.

A critic of the Saudi
regime, Khashoggi was killed
October 2 in the Saudi con-
sulate in Istanbul by a team of
15 agents sent from Riyadh.

AFP
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Pedro Rodriguez starred as Chelsea with-
stood a spirited Slavia Prague fightback
in a wild 4-3 victory to qualify for the

Europa League semi-finals on Thursday,
while Arsenal knocked out Napoli after an
assured display in Italy.

Leading 1-0 from last week's first leg in
the Czech capital, Chelsea appeared to be
cruising towards the last four after an early
goal blitz at Stamford Bridge.

Pedro struck the opener on five minutes
before an unfortunate Simon Deli turned into
his own net and Olivier Giroud added a third
with barely quarter of an hour gone in
London.

Tomas Soucek pulled one back for Slavia
on 26 minutes, but Spain forward Pedro
replied immediately to restore the Blues' three-
goal lead.

Maurizio Sarri's side were made to sweat
though as two sublime, quick-fire goals by Petr
Sevcik just after half-time gave Slavia hope of
an incredible comeback with 35 minutes still
to play.

Chelsea eventually saw off the threat to
progress 5-3 on aggregate despite an uncon-
vincing second-half display.

"We have been efficient up front and solid
at the back but we dropped our intensity after
the break," Giroud, who scored his competi-
tion-leading 10th goal, told BT Sport.

The 2013 Europa League
champions will meet Eintracht
Frankfurt in the last four after the
Germans eliminated Benfica on
away goals.

��!�C������	�������
Eintracht lost 4-2 in Portugal

a week ago, but goals by Filip
Kostic and former Bayern Munich
midfielder Sebastian Rode sent the

German Cup holders through at the
Commerzbank Arena.

Kostic turned home a rebound on 37 min-
utes after Mijat Gacinovic's curling attempt can-
noned back off the upright.

Rode, on loan from Borussia Dortmund,
hit the decisive goal on 67 minutes as he picked
out the bottom corner from the edge of the area.

In Italy, Alexandre Lacazette drilled in a ter-
rific free-kick on 36 minutes at the Stadio San
Paolo as the Gunners completed a 3-0 aggre-
gate victory over Carlo Ancelotti's Napoli.

Petr Cech denied Jose Callejon with his legs
following a rapid Napoli break on the quarter-
hour as the Italians sought to overturn a two-
goal deficit from the first leg.

But Lacazette's 30-yard drive all but put the
tie beyond Napoli, shortly after Aaron Ramsey
hobbled off with a hamstring injury — poten-
tially his final appearance for Arsenal ahead of
a move to Juventus in July.

"We came here with ambition and want-
ed to win and score some goals. We did it with
Laca," Arsenal captain Laurent Koscielny told
BT Sport.

"We kept a clean sheet, which is important
for the confidence. Each game we have in front
of us is a final."

Arsenal boss Unai Emery will come up
against one of his former clubs Valencia,
the 2004 UEFA Cup winners, for a spot in
the final.

Valencia eased through with a 5-1
aggregate win over Villarreal in an all-
Spanish affair.

Toni Lato and Dani Parejo
grabbed the goals in a 2-0 second-
leg victory for Valencia coach
Marcelino against his former
club.

The semi-finals will be
played over May 2 and 9, with
this year's final in Baku on May
29.
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Juventus turn the page on yet
another Champions League

disappointment as they focus
on sealing an eighth consec-
utive Serie A title at home on Saturday.

Massimiliano Allegri's side host
Fiorentina needing just one more point to
lift the Scudetto for a 35th time, days after
a shock 2-1 defeat (3-2 on aggregate) to
Ajax.

The Turin giants have won the
Scudetto more than any other team in Italy
with AC Milan and Inter Milan trailing sec-

ond best
with 18
each.

F i v e -
time Ballon

d'Or winner Cristiano Ronaldo will have
to settle for a Serie A title in his first sea-
son in Italy after missing out on a sixth
Champions League title.

The 34-year-old was inconsolable
after the defeat to Ajax and has remained
silent on social media since, with his spec-
tacular hat-trick in the last 16 against
Atletico Madrid, and two diving headers
over two quarter-final games against Ajax

not enough.
"He told me he doesn't

perform miracles," his
mother Dolores Aveiro
told the Portuguese
press.

"He was sad. He
would have liked to get

to the final but it will be
for the next time."

Juventus can
equal  the

record for the
earliest the
title has been
won with five
games to
s p a r e
achieved by

Torino in
1948, Fiorentina

in 1956 and Inter
Milan in 2007.

Juventus have
won their last
seven home Serie
A matches against
Fiorentina, but
coach Vincenzo

Montella will be
looking for a sur-
prise on his return
to the Tuscany
hotseat.

F i o r e n t i n a
have gone eight
games without a
win and have
slipped to
tenth,  13
points off the
Europa League
places.
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The third act of Manchester
City and Tottenham's trilogy

has some living up to do after a
Champions League classic saw
Spurs prevail on away goals to
reach the semi-finals.

However,  their Premier
League meeting on Saturday has
huge implications for both City's
bid to win the title and Spurs'
hopes of just qualifying for the
Champions League again next
season.

Pep Guardiola's men are five
games away from becoming the
first side in a decade to retain the
Premier League.

However,  it  is
Liverpool who lead by
two points as things
stand having played a
game more than their
title rivals.

City were on
course for an unprece-
dented quadruple until falling
short in the most dramatic fash-
ion in the Champions League
quarter-finals on Wednesday.

With the sides level at 4-4 on
aggregate, Raheem Sterling scored

the goal that would have sent
City through in stoppage time,
only for a VAR review to rule the

goal out for offside.
"We have to stand up, we have

to react," said Guardiola.
"We fought a lot in the last

nine or 10 months for the Premier
League. We are still there, it is in

our hands. Of course it is tough,
but we have to do it until the end."

City's extra resources may
have counted for little once more
in Europe, but it could prove the
difference with such a tight turn-
around for both sides.

Guardiola could afford the
luxury of leaving Fernandinho,
Leroy Sane, Riyad Mahrez,
Gabriel Jesus, Nicolas Otamendi
and John Stones on the bench in
midweek.

By contrast,  Tottenham

remain without Harry
Kane and are now desper-
ately short in midfield
after Moussa Sissoko
limped off  midway
through the first-half on
Wednesday.

And should they lose a
fifth straight away league
game, third-placed Spurs
could easily find themselves
outside the top four come
the end of the weekend.

Should Tottenham not
shock City once more,
Arsenal and Chelsea will
be confident of edging
ahead of their London
rivals.
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Commonwealth Games
Silver-medallist Satish

Kumar (+91kg) and the fast-
rising Sonia Chahal (57kg)
entered the quarterfinals on an
all-win opening day for India
at the Asian Boxing
Championships here.

Satish out-punched Iran's
Iman Ramezanpourdelavar to
make the last eight, while
world Silver-medallist Sonia
defeated Vietnam's Uyan Do
Nha in the women's draw on
Friday.

In the morning session,
national champion Deepak
(49kg) and Rohit Tokas (64kg)
advanced to the last-16 stage
with confident victories.
Joining them was Ashish
(69kg), who defeated
Cambodia's V Y Sophors in the
evening session.

"All the Gold medal win-
ners from this competition
will be assured of a place in the
world championships team
(scheduled in September this
year)," Indian boxing's High-
Performance Director Santiago
Nieva said.

Satish, who won a Bronze
medal at the event in its 2015
edition, quite literally eased
past his fumbling opponent,
striking at will in a one-sided
contest.

In the last Indian bout of
the day, Sonia pounced on her
overtly defensive opponent
and produced a near flawless
performance to clinch a 5-0
win.

Earlier, Deepak defeated
Vietnam's Loi Bui Cong Danh,
fetching a unanimous verdict
from the judges before Rohit
put it past Taiwan's Chu-Yen
Lai with a similar scoreline.

Over 100 women and 198
men boxers from 34 countries
are vying for the top honours
in the Championships.
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Ashleigh Barty will be overjoyed when
doubles partner and two-time major

winner Victoria Azarenka returns to the
peak of her powers but hopes it won't be
this weekend when Australia and Belarus
clash for a place in the Fed Cup final.

Barty and Azarenka teamed up this
season, making the doubles semi-finals at
the prestigious Miami Open just days
before the Australian clinched the singles
title, a breakthrough which propelled her
into the world's top 10.

Now Barty leads Australia's hopes of
reaching a first Fed Cup final since 1993
when they face 2017 runners up Belarus
in Brisbane on Saturday and Sunday.

And the pair have been selected to

meet each other in the second singles rub-
ber, with Azarenka preferred to her high-
er-ranked teammate Aliaksandra
Sasnovich.

Australia also opted for experience,
with former US Open champion Samantha
Stosur, who made her Fed Cup debut back
in 2003, a surprise pick to open the tie,
rather than Daria Gavrilova, against world
number 10 Aryna Sabalenka.

The two teams are evenly matched on
paper but Barty, who boasts a Fed Cup
record of 14 wins and just two losses, is
confident seven-time champions Australia
can end their long wait to make another
final.

"I feel like we have a really unique team
at the moment and it's a bloody good one,"
she said. "I think we've got more than a

good chance of winning."
In the weekend's other semi-final,

Simona Halep eyes taking another step
closer to adding a maiden Fed Cup win-
ner's medal to her 2018 French Open
crown when Romania face France in
Rouen.

Romania have equalled their best Fed
Cup showing, having also made it to the
semi-finals in 1973.

Two-time champions France are bid-
ding to reach the final for the sixth time
and first since 2016, when they suffered a
3-2 defeat to the Czechs.

World number 21 Caroline Garcia,
now back in favour after a two-year exile,
leads the French team with Kristina
Mladenovic picked ahead of Alize Cornet
for the second singles spot.
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Indian boxer Vikas Krishan will take on
American Noah Kidd in his second

professional bout, which will be held at
the iconic Madison Square Garden here
on Saturday.

The six-round super welterweight
bout is on the undercard for the keen-
ly-anticipated WBO welterweight title
clash between Terence Crawford and
British star Amir Khan.

The 27-year-old from Bhiwani is
associated with legendary promoter
Bob Arum's Top Rank Promotions and
made an impressive professional debut
— a Technical Knock Out win in the sec-
ond round against Steven Andrade of the
United States in January.

"Madison Square Garden is one of
the biggest and most famous arenas of
the world and I am very excited to fight
here," said Vikas, who is contracted to
fight five bouts in his debut year.

"Fighting in a big arena relieves pres-
sure and I have been fighting and train-
ing harder since I got here. All of this will
help me become a better boxer," he
added.

Vikas has been training in Newark,
New Jersey under veteran boxing coach
Wali Moses, who is also the grandfather

of 2016 Olympic Silver-medallist Shakur
Stevenson.

His opponent, Kidd, is a 23-year-old
from Missouri who made his debut in
July 2016 and has a 3-1-1, two KO
record. 
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World number one Novak Djokovic
was dumped out by Russia's

Daniil Medvedev in the quarter-finals
of the Monte Carlo Masters on Friday,
losing 6-3, 4-6, 6-2.

Djokovic, twice a former champi-
on in Monte Carlo, lost his serve five
times as 10th seed Medvedev gained
revenge for his last-16 defeat by the Serb
at this year's Australian Open.

"This was the best match of
my career, maybe not in the level
of tennis but in beating the
number one for the first time in
my life," said Medvedev.

"It's just amazing."
Medvedev will meet another

Serb, Dusan Lajovic, on Saturday for a
place in the final after the latter beat
Italian qualifier Lorenzo Sonego 6-4, 7-
5.

For Djokovic, who won a record
seventh Melbourne title in January, it
marked another premature exit for the
top seed after he crashed out in the early
rounds at Indian Wells and Miami last
month.

The player who has won the last
three Grand Slam events and could con-
clude a personal sweep with another title
at Roland Garros in June, feels that all
he needs is more court time and some

extra polish.
"The French Open is the ultimate

goal on clay. It's expected in a way for
me to peak right at that tournament,
because that's what I'm aiming for.

"This is only the first tournament
on clay, and it's a long season. Let's see

how it goes.
"Maybe I'm lacking the consis-

tency with the top results in the last
couple of years in the best tourna-
ments.

"But I've been playing my best
at Grand Slams and that's what I intend

to do."
Djokovic was broken three times in

the final set, clawing one back but exit-
ing when Medvedev drove a backhand
into the far corner on match point.

The winner totalled less than half
of the 47 unforced errors which came
off the Djokovic racquet in the two-
hour, 20-minute struggle in windy
conditions.

"Novak played worse here than the
times before," Medvedev said. "But I'm
also getting more experience.

"I'm making the top guys realise it's
not easy to play me."
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Many businesses effectively use
social media to promote their
products and connect with cus-

tomers. However, social media can also
pose a risk to companies. Not only can
social media use interfere with productiv-
ity, but information shared on social net-
works can do real damage both to co-
worker relationships as well as your
brand.

Most of your employees have social
media accounts. Unfortunately, many
have developed the habit of checking their
accounts multiple times during the day,
even when they are at work. Time spent
on personal accounts is time that is not
spent on work tasks. Even when an
employee spends just a few seconds on
social media, it can take several minutes
to refocus on the task that she was work-
ing on before checking her phone. It is also
time not spent interacting with col-
leagues and developing quality work rela-
tionships.

Social media is often described as
being more addictive than cigarettes and
alcohol. With the worst social media apps
being Facebook, Instagram, and Snapchat
when it comes to addiction.

Don’t know if you’re addicted to your
social networks? Think when was the last
time you went a full day without check-
ing your social media accounts? What if
your favourite social networks complete-

ly disappeared tomorrow; would it make
you feel empty and depressed?

If you just realised you’re addicted to
social media, don’t worry, as most of us
are there with you in varying degrees. And
it’s not necessarily a reason to go and wipe
yourself off all those social networking
platforms.

However, if you think quitting is the
best solution for you, we won’t stop you.
In fact, one of our writers tried quitting
social media once, and it was an interest-
ing experience.

As with everything else, social media
brings both good and bad things into our
lives. At the end of the day, you’re the one
who decides whether there’s more help or
harm in it for you.

Maybe all you need is find the right
site for you. Perhaps switching from
Facebook to Twitter, or from Instagram to
YouTube. Or maybe you’re done with all
of them altogether and are ready to
delete your entire social media presence
for good.

If that feels a little too extreme con-
sider, doing a social media detox every
once in a while instead. Because the non-
nuclear option should always be your first
choice.

Do you spend more than two hours
per day on social media? Spending too
long on social networking sites could be
adversely affecting your mood. In fact,

you’re more likely to report poor mental
health, including symptoms of anxiety and
depression.

So how to use social media without
causing yourself psychological distress? If
you turn to the same research (and com-
mon sense), the recommended amount of
time you should spend on social networks
is half an hour per day. So, as with so many
things in life, it’s all about moderation.

Many mental health professionals
are deeply concerned about the impact
that social media has on mental health.
Some believe that the constant distraction
of social media contributes to shortened
attention spans. In addition, many people
who regularly use platforms like Facebook
or Twitter report high levels of stress.
Employee mental health can have a direct
impact on your business. When employ-
ees are happy, confident and relaxed, they
can be more productive and have better
relationships with co-workers, clients
and customers. Stress, on the other hand,
contributes to multiple physical and men-
tal ailments that can affect their work.
When we compare ourselves to others (the
way they look, where they go on vacation
or who they are dating) we are compar-
ing ourselves to them. This causes anxi-
ety and depression. When we have a spare
moment in line at the bank, or we are
bored in the passenger seat in the car, we
might open our phone to check our insta-

gram feed. This is we filling the spaces by
consuming other people’s social media
with the endless feed on
Instagram/Snap/Facebook, etc.
Consumption robs us of great ideas,
interactions and makes us less focused.

Spreading Untrue Information The
cry of "fake news" has become common-
place and consumer confidence in even
traditional media outlets has been signif-
icantly eroded. Unfortunately, false, mis-
leading, or confusing online content can
harm your brand's reputation, upset even
loyal customers and can dissuade people
from even considering the purchase of
your products or services.

Online reviews: Retailer and stand-
alone review sites exist to help consumers
make good choices. While many reviews on
these sites truly reflect the experiences of
others, some are not. Fake reviews that heap
either praise or derision on a business are
commonplace.

Unfortunate incident: Even well-run
companies make mistakes or have an
employee who behaves inappropriately. If
a story regarding an incident goes viral, even
if something like it has never happened
before, your company may find itself in a
lengthy online public relations battle.

Unclear or unreliable health informa-
tion: Online rumors can get started about
the safety of certain foods, products, ingre-
dients or treatments that have little basis in

fact. Unfortunately, social media users
may continue to spread this misinforma-
tion, which may cause readers to avoid pur-
chasing, or even considering the products
or services referenced in these posts.

Political Lines in the Sand: In 2018,
owners of restaurants and other business-
es found themselves in the crossfire of
intense political loyalties when they
appeared to take sides, either on the left or
the right. Even if your company doesn't take
a side politically, the mere appearance of
favouring one party over another can
cause political fallout with boycotts and fake
reviews.

On top of the increased rates of anxi-
ety and depression, spending too much
time on social media can lead to poor sleep.
Numerous studies have shown that
increased use of social media has a nega-
tive effect on your sleep quality.

If you feel as if you are constantly
checking social media or are feeling anx-
ious or depressed after viewing your social
media, it may be important to take a step
back from your phone or laptop screen and
take a break from using social media. It is
also as equally important to spend time
evaluating what you are putting on social
media as well, as some content may be
harmful or damaging to others. Overall
though, remember that it is most impor-
tant to do what is best for your mental
health and wellbeing.
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��Kalank is set in a period that young actors like you
may have difficulty relating to because it is genera-
tions apart. So what were the reference points in your
preparation process, did you read up and how did you
contemporise sensibilities? 

Varun: Yes, the research was there to understand the
context but the acting sensibilities are very different today.
There’s definitely a paradigm shift in terms of perfor-
mance and texture in what the audience is accepting
today and most new directors want that syntax from the
actors. Just because we were doing a film set in the 1940s,
our director was very clear that he didn’t want us to “act”
like actors did in the films of that era, which was a bit
over-the-top. Agreed, filmmakers do take cinematic lib-
erties but obviously a 1940 cinematic liberty is differ-
ent from that of 2019. So we have tried to keep the per-
formance very real and organic within the trajectory of
our characters. The director didn’t want us to go melo-
dramatic at all in any of the scenes. There is a lot of drama
but he wanted to keep it very fluent. Only as and when
the need was, he allowed us to play with the pitch. So
consciously, I did not rely on particular references.

Alia: Just taking forward from what Varun said, what
one of the things I enjoyed the most was delivering my
dialogues. If you hear them, they are almost like poet-
ry but how do you not make them seem overwhelming.
The only way that I could make them believable was to
keep the words in a normal pitch, with a contemporary
style and touch. The references were not many but just
a few. Like I watched Mughal-e-Azam, Umrao Jaan and
Silsila, not for any particular character or periodicity but
to understand grace and gravitas. I just wanted to get a
sense of how the women would carry themselves at that
time, their body language, their demeanour, their sub-
tlety. Because I’m a girl of today, my body language may
be a bit more free and unhindered; I may end up using
my hands, shoulders and all of that. So how do I restrain
myself, bring about some grace and vulnerability in the
eyes, maintain carriage. I have mentioned this before as
well that Sanam’s character in the TV show Zindagi
Gulzaar Hai was a big reference and inspiration for
me for how to bring about vulnerability and
strength with a burden on your shoulders at the
same time. 

Varun: Me and Alia are very different
actors. She is very instinctive, I prep a lot.
Abhishek Varman (the director) and she
have an amazing tuning. With me it’s dif-
ferent. I usually come with a buffet of
ideas of what the character could be.
Which is why Abhishek didn’t want
me to over-prepare for this role. All
I did was go through a month of
diction classes. Luckily, we also
had a dialect coach on the sets,
Kamal sahab. Abhishek real-
ly wanted me to work on
my body language
because this is the most
“manly” role I have
done so far. So he
didn’t want me to
do any gesture that
comes to me natu-
rally in real life. He
said he wanted to
remove Varun from
Zafar. And hopefully
you won’t see Varun in
Zafar. This is also my most
complex role, with my charac-
ter carrying the baggage of a past,
being conflicted and sorting out his
identity through a set of emotions.
There’s a self-reckoning through Roop,
Alia’s character, who actually does the
heavy-lifting in the film.

Alia: She is a progressive girl. She may not
be doing everything that’s right but her inten-
tion is never bad. She is an emotional person who
has been burdened by the journey of life. Yet she
is adorable despite her complexities. The challeng-
ing part was to make her likeable, make the audi-
ence feel for her.

��As actors, both of you have straddled arthouse
realism and the big commercial entertainers rather
effortlessly. How difficult is it to keep the balance while
switching genres at a time which allows it? 

Alia: I do not think in binaries. My only focus is to
do different stories and cinema. And yes, as actors we
want all films to be commercially successful.

Varun: Everything should do well. And we are lucky
to be in a time when a merger of ideas has happened in
the film industry.

Alia: For me, the focus is on the story and how well
I can tell it. The only aspect I vary is my choice of roles;
I may want to do a light film after a heavy one. Sometimes
I pick up roles only when I want to challenge and scare
myself a bit. It’s a feeling that comes from within. So when
opportunities come to you, you just kind of run with it.

Varun: I can attempt a range simply because  my
exposure to cinema has been very, very big from my
childhood. Courtesy my dad (director David Dhawan),

who was a gold medallist from the Film and Television
Institute of India (FTII), me and my brother were
brought up on world cinema. So my dad’s favourite film,
something I watched over and over again when I was
a child, Bicycle Thief, had a great impact on me. Satyajit
Ray’s films are my all-time favourites. When I told him
I wanted to be an actor — I remember I had come back
from England and was recovering from a jetlag — he
told me the first thing I should do is watch Jean-Luc
Godard’s Breathless. I watched that film till 6 am and
then watched it twice the whole day. So there are these
certain films that have impacted my life. There is Dev
Anand’s Guide, also Oliver Stone’s The Doors. Right now
I’m obsessed with Split, a psychological horror film fea-
turing a person with multiple personality disorder. So
somewhere when I do a film like October or Badlapur,
it allows me to expand my range, test myself. Every nar-
rative doesn’t have to be dramatic, I like smooth ones
too. I just love cinema. I want to do every genre, every
type of character. 

��What is that hunger that drives you to the next
role? How do you make your script choices? 

Varun: I have made a very conscious decision about
my next project because

wherever I go, I run
into so many chil-

dren who are my
fans. So I have
to do some-
thing specific
for them. The

next two or
three films are
going to be very
family and kid-
oriented. Like
happy films.

Alia: My
choice of films

depends on just
what I am feel-

ing at the time of
hearing the story.
It’s not complicat-

ed, it’s organic
and just comes

from the gut.
Within 10-15 minutes of

the narration, I know if this is the
film I want to do or not. I choose

my script purely on instinct.
Sometimes I may find a really good script

but if I am not in the headspace to do it in
the required timeframe, then I let go. I need to
feel inspired at that moment. So genuinely, there
are no heavy calculations. And I like to keep it

that way. It’s more fun.

�� Both of you also have back-to-back projects
after Kalank. So how do you keep it real between
films and how much space do you get to draw on real
life as observers? 

Alia: We are always around real people. Especially
on film sets. And I am not talking about industry col-
leagues and friends. I am talking about all the backroom
men and women who are working on the sets and with
whom we interact. Sometimes, I just look at people
around me going through their motions. For me, in
terms of characters, it’s very important to imagine. I treat
each story like reading a book; you imagine the char-
acter doing things beyond the written word, like going

to the park, eating food. When I am play-
ing a certain character, I go into this

story book mode. And then
enjoy the story from that

character’s point of view.
That’s how I switch off

my characters once a
film ends. I treat
each of my roles as
a book that I am
reading and when
finished, pick up
the next one.

I believe inspi-
ration can be

drawn from any-
thing, any moment.

There’s a myth that an
artist needs to go out,

ponder and think. But
you don’t always have that

luxury. What do you do then?
I am from the mark only very

observant. Standing in front of the cam-
era, I look at everybody, even minutiae like somebody’s
muscles twitching or a facial expression. I may uncon-
sciously pick up something from somebody and apply
it somewhere. According to me, the more clinical you
are about the process, the more put on it will look on
screen. It has to come from a part you don’t know it’s
actually coming from. One of the things that I enjoy
the most during acting is when the director tells me that

the ‘way you did this in the previous shot was better.’
And if I don’t remember how I had done it, I like that
feeling because at least it means I was lost in the
moment. It doesn’t always happen though because you
can’t be that honest always. But when it happens, it feels
good. Of course, I disconnect from work and have a
great support system of non-industry friends. Acting
is actually a small part of my life.

Varun: Even I engage with the real world as much
as possible and have a non-industry circle and family
to rely upon. I  have a complete alternate universe of
friends who are not even closely related to the film fra-
ternity and are far away from it. I have a whole gang
which is into football, UFC and a lot of other things.
I could play anything and everything. I spend a lot of
time with my younger nieces whenever I get the chance
because eventually I make the films for them as well.
All of this keeps me grounded.

��Varun, how is your process different from that of
Alia’s? 

Varun: Very different. I think I am very cinemat-
ic in general. The way I look at this room is very dif-
ferent than any other human being. Since we are sit-
ting at this ballroom, I am thinking Great Gatsby. It
seems like some jazz music is going to play anytime now.
I am imagining a scene where eventually there would
be people dancing. So I imagine film scenes and frames
wherever I go always. It’s a continuous process of visu-
alisation and understanding.

I believe there is a big disconnect from what film
people think is cool and what actually is cool. I don’t
think we actually get it. The day we do, the sky is the
limit and films will be very relatable. We are closer to
it today but we keep thinking ki gaane ke itne views ho
toh hit hai and radio pe chale toh hit hai (if a song gets
likes and tops radio charts, we think it is a hit). But the
truth is TikTok is the biggest thing in the country right
now. Everybody is on the app recording performance
videos. The reach of social media has been massive. I
remember I was away from a month and my house help
recorded a video of him going into my room, wearing
my clothes and performing on each of my songs. My
manager showed me his antics on the live app.
Everyday he was posting a video with a new song. It
was funny and cool. Yet he went about his chores too.
That’s the kind of reach cinema has. If I ever play a house
help, I would love to be like him.

��You both are also influencers courtesy the huge
following on your social media profiles. Do you ever
feel the pressure then to react to current issues of the
day and respond when somebody provokes or prods
you? People do expect your views and opinions sim-
ply because you have made yourselves available to
them...

Alia: It would be foolish to say that we don’t have
opinions. Of course, we do. We have an opinion from
disease to divinity. But right now is not the time where
another opinion will be heard or respected. There are
so many opinions already swirling around. And peo-
ple just go on and on without attempting a dialogue. 

Varun: When we created our profiles, we were
always told to speak our minds and speak well of the
facts that we knew. And sometimes we say things we
strongly feel about but until that statement is not con-
troversial enough, the media is also not going to give
it coverage. So many times I have said what is right but
it was disregarded simply because the media felt it was
boring. 

I have said more than 500 times that I am a very
secular person by nature. I have been brought up in a
way that my family celebrates all festivals. There is a
statue of Christ in my house, my mother goes to the
church on Good Friday and on Eid, we get biryani
cooked at home. So many of my Muslim friends cele-
brate Ganpati Utsav. This is the environment in which
I grew up and I intend keeping it that way. 

Alia: The exact same thing. At a point of time, I
had Ya Aali Madad, a Ganesha poster and a Cross on
the same panel. I believe actions speak louder than
words. 

Varun: I think in each part of the country people
go through different experiences. This is the way I have
felt, so I will always speak about it this way. But at the
same time, I am an Indian. So I will support my armed
forces as they keep us safe. But I will not make any con-
troversial statement for the sake of a headline space.
That’s wrong. 

Alia: Sometimes I feel the ping-pong of opinions
tends to blow an issue out of proportion even more.
Won’t do it for virality. 

Varun: Just because you’re famous, you cannot take
away the focus from the actual issue and divert atten-
tion to yourself. After that, the news becomes what
this person has said not what actually happened. So
the whole attention goes to the person. As public fig-
ures, we have to be smart and stand up for what is
right. 

Alia: Coming back to your question, I don’t think
we feel the pressure. I feel very comfortable in our
space. As my father said, there are so many opinions
right now that the world can do with one less. So I keep
that to myself and express myself through my actions.
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Actor Shah Rukh Khan says he
felt bad when Zero failed,
and he hasn’t zeroed in on

his next project till now.
“Unfortunately, Zero itself

wasn’t received too well back
home in India. Maybe I made
the wrong film, maybe I did not
do the right storytelling so I am
a little wary how it will be
received in China and I hope
people will like it,” Shah Rukh
said. 

Shah Rukh’s Zero has
been selected as the closing
film of the Beijing
International Film Festival
2019. The fest will close
today.

The 2018 film fea-
tures SRK as a person
with dwarfism in a love
triangle with a scientist

with cerebral palsy,
Anushka Sharma and
Katrina Kaif. The actors
were lauded for their per-
formances. Despite a
strong buzz and an ensem-
ble cast, the film turned out
to be a damp squib at the
box office. 

Looking back, he said,
“When it went wrong, I felt
bad that it got rejected by
so many people. When
you make a film like that for
three years and it goes
wrong, you get not depressed
or anything but... I didn’t

want to see it. I am going to
see it after three months.

Maybe I will be able to figure
out when I am away what went

wrong with it.”
What’s his next project? “I haven’t

decided what I will do next. I thought I
will take a few months off and try and
work on what I want to do because it’s
very important for me to be most excit-
ed about it. I have worked for 30 years,
I work 16 hours a day, so if it doesn’t
excite you in the morning, you should
not wake up,” he said.

“At my stage, when I have worked
in over 80 films, have done some satis-
factory roles and have made a career out
of what I do, I should be like I don’t want
to get up and go if it’s not going to be
an absolutely, stunning, scintillating
and exciting day as an actor. So, right
now I don’t have anything which is that
exciting. If I will have it, I will start work-
ing on it,” he said.

Shah Rukh was overwhelmed to get a
“warm and happy welcome,” as he wrote on
social media “I am red all over.” “When I
walked out, suddenly they screamed and
for a moment I thought they were doing it
for something or someone else. Now I have
got to know that they were from Xinjiang,”
he said.

The actor, who owns a production
house, feels “Indians should have a home-
grown superhero.” He said, “Like Iron Man
or Batman. Maybe we could do a film about
Indian and Chinese superheroes. It will be
really nice,” he said, going on to express his
interest in acting in a Chinese movie only
if he learnt Mandarin.

The actor feels cinema is a modern cul-
ture about telling stories and “storytelling
and any art form is going to break barri-
ers.” 

“I know Chris Martin. But sometimes
I don’t understand his accent, but I like his
music. These things enhance people-to-
people culture. Language of art is beyond
semantics and grammar,” he said.

E$�:�

We all think obesity is caused by eating
too much and exercising too little. But

the latest research is turning those assump-
tions on their head.

The series, The Truth About Obesity
looks at groundbreaking new treatments:
from faecal transplants to the hunger-hor-
mone injection that might eliminate obesi-
ty forever. A time-travelling experiment
reveals how people are more obese than we
were in the ‘70s — despite eating fewer calo-
ries and doing the same amount of exercise.
It reflects upon how a combination of fast food
culture and genes have led to our expanding
waistlines. However, known for Eat Well For
Less?, Chris Bavin reveals how small changes
can help us all maximise our chances of keep-
ing trim. It shows how a simple piece of string
can tell you how healthy you are; when the
best time to eat is; and how our gut bacteria
may keep us skinny.

� How was your experience working on
the show, The Truth About Obesity?

It has been a very interesting experience.
The show talks about weight gain globally.
This is something which has been of great
interest to the people. It was very interest-
ing for me to also look at factors around why
are we gaining so much weight as a popu-
lation. In the UK, the majority of people,
about 70 per cent of the population is over-
weight and in culture about one-third of that
population is termed as obese. It was hence
very intriguing to look at the how, what and
why of this issue. 

� Obesity has been a major concern
world over and India has been grappling
with the same. As a presenter of the show,
where do you think the problem lies? 

What I have learnt from the show is that
it is very complicated and there are a lot of

factors. Historically, it has been said that
people who are suffering from obesity eat
too much and don’t do any exercise. That
was a popular belief. But, the series shows
you that it’s not the case. There are many fac-
tors involved. We saw in-depth about the
food environment, what’s selling off, we also
took a look at our body’s ability to burn calo-
ries off and at the gut bacteria. It was also
interesting to look at the genetics because
it is said that you can be genetically pre-dis-
posed to not only put on some weight but
also that it is harder for you to lose weight.
There is a gene called the MC4R gene and
if there is a fault in that, then a person tends
to put on weight. So, there are many factors
like that. 

��You have worked on a series of food-
related shows, how is this one different
from your other shows?

This show is not really about food, but
about behaviour. Food has obviously played
a part, but it’s not typically about food. It is
more about people’s health and what factors

pay a role in gaining weight and why does
it happen. It is quite different from any other
food show that I have ever done before.

�� What are the kind of challenges on
working on such a show?

I think since there is so much to cap-
ture the truth about each of these in a series,
which becomes a challenge. So, it is about
trying to make sure we tell enough of the
story and covering nothing of the different
subject or a different topic. The hardest chal-
lenge is to make understandable quite a
complicated issue in a show format. You
need to cover everything and in detail for
people to understand and that was the
biggest challenge for me. 

��What is the one startling truth you can
share that holds true for all individuals
irrespective of the country they come
from? 

The most important thing that I believe
in is that if you are suffering with obesity, you
are not completely to be blamed and I think
it’s important to understand that. Also, you
are not helpless as well. It’s not completely your
fault. But you are not as helpless.

��What foods one should avoid to prevent
obesity? And at what age should the aware-
ness begin?

Awareness should begin from a young
age. We should be talking to our children
because we are starting to see more children
become obese and people should inculcate the
habit of talking to children and address this
issue from the beginning. It is never too early.
It is not about avoiding any food or blaming
it. You can grab a chocolate and eat it if you
are craving for it. I believe it's about eating
good food more than about eating bad food.

��Tell us about your future projects?
I have just finished Britain’s Best Home Cook
and I am currently filming Series 6 of Eat
Well for Less? Also, I have just released a cook
book titled, Good Food, Sorted: Save Time,
Cook Smart, Eat Well. So yes, a lot is hap-
pening and more interesting things are com-
ing up.

(The show airs on April 27 at 9 pm on 
Sony BBC Earth.)
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Marvel Studios want their films
to “reflect the audience all

over the globe that are cheering”
their work. Though they are going
big on diversity, they are yet to have
a plus-size superhero or someone
who doesn’t have an envious
physique. But this might change
“sooner than you think”, says
Marvel Studios President Kevin
Feige.

Chris Hemsworth, Brie Larson
and Chris Evans are some of the
Hollywood stars who have donned
the superhero costume for Marvel
Cinematic Universe (MCU). It’s
not just their special skills or
superpowers that fans across the
world are in love with, but also
their jaw-dropping figures. 

When asked would Marvel like
to introduce superheroes who
don’t possess the “perfect figure”,
Feige laughed and said, “Yes, I
would because then maybe I can
be a superhero.”

Superheroes generally come in
figure-enhancing tights. Doesn’t he
feel they are being stereotyped?

“Traditionally, if you look at
the way they are drawn in the
comics, they go to very iconic
mythic proportions. We happen to
have many actors and actresses
who have mythic proportions
themselves for real but I will just
say yes and perhaps sooner than
you think,” he said. 

MCU, which won Oscars for

Black Panther that had an ensem-
ble of African-American actors,
will continue to focus on diverse
characters. Marvel is bringing its
first Asian-led superhero film on
Shang-Chi. Does Feige see this as
a risk?

“I think every movie that we
do is a risk. We only want to do
movies that people seem to think
are risks. Doing the story of an
Asian-American hero of Chinese
heritage is something that is very
intriguing to us. It will be really dif-
ferent and special,” he explained.

“I hope the audience around
the world responds to it in the
same way they did to Steve Rogers
whether they have American flag
or not,” Feige added referring to
Steve Roger’s aka Captain America,
who wears a costume bearing the
motif of an American flag.

“It’s about the individual sto-

ryline, spectacle and adventure that
come with Marvel Studios movies,”
he added. 

Is India part of the diversity
plan? “There is no official update
but we want our films to reflect
the world, to reflect the audience
all over the globe that are cheer-
ing for our films. We want them
to see themselves up there. In our
comic books, there are a lot of
characters and opportunities to do
that,” he said.

Female superheroes are
important as well. “I think the
success of Captain Marvel thank-
fully proves that people do want
to see that (female-led superhero
films). Warner Bros did it first and
also proved it and I think Captain
Marvel proves that ‘Wonder
Woman’ wasn’t just lucky or just
one time only. So that is going to
be the way we are heading in the
future,” he said.

As of now, all eyes are on the
highly anticipated film Avengers:
Endgame, MCU’s 22nd film. It will
be the end of a phase that revolved
around Iron Man, the Hulk and
Captain America, among others.

Directed by Anthony and Joe
Russo, the superhero film, starring
Robert Downey Jr, Chris Evans,
Mark Ruffalo, Hemsworth, Jeremy
Renner, Scarlett Johansson and
Larson, will hit the screens in
India on April 26.
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After being singled out for working
with Alok Nath in De De Pyaar De,

actor Ajay Devgn says replacing the dis-
graced actor would have been a mone-
tary blow to the makers of the film.
“When the #MeToo movement hap-
pened, I, along with many of my film
industry colleagues, categorically
expressed that I respect every single
woman at the workplace and I would
not stand for any unfairness or atroci-
ty against them. Nothing about my stand
has changed,” Ajay said.

“I reiterate I am extremely
sensitive to the #MeToo move-
ment. But when circumstances
are beyond me, I don’t see why
an attempt is being made to
‘single’ me out as being insen-
sitive. This is untrue,” he said.
The statement has come after
he was criticised by actress
Tanushree Dutta and writer
Vinta Nanda who alleged
that Alok raped her.
Tanushree called him “moral-
ly bankrupt and a spineless hyp-
ocrite,” and Vinta said that she “did
not expect anything” from him.

Putting the decision to retain
Alok’s scenes in perspective, Ajay
said, this film was supposed to be an
October 2018 release, the shoot got
over by September and the portions
with Alok Nath were canned by
August in Manali. 

“The said portions were shot
over 40 days across various sets and
an outdoor location with a combi-
nation of over 10 actors. By the time
the allegations surfaced (in October
2018) the actors in the film, including
me, had already started working on other

films.”
Also, it would be near impossible to

get all the dates and combinations of
actors in the film and attempt a re-shoot
with some other actor, he added.

“It would also have been a huge
monetary loss for producers. The deci-

sion to replace Alok Nath could
never have been mine alone. In this
case, I had to go with the joint deci-
sion of the unit. Not to forget, I
could not have brought the entire

combination of actors back or
put up sets again for a 40-
day re-shoot. Also, it could
have meant doubling of
budget, which again was-
n’t my call to make,” he
said. 

He added, “It would
have to be the call of the
makers. Had circum-

stances played out even
slightly differently, I would

have pushed for a different
combination of actors.
Unfortunately, this was not
meant to be.”

At the film’s trailer launch
earlier this month, Ajay
refrained from commenting
on the #MeToo allegations
against Alok. De De Pyaar
De, a romantic comedy, also
stars Tabu. Written and co-
produced by Luv Ranjan
and directed by Akiv Ali, it

tells a story of how a 50-
year-old falls for a girl

much younger than him,
and what happens when she meets his
former wife. It is slated for release on 
May 17. E$�:�
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Fast running out of time, a
struggling Rajasthan Royals

will hope to complete the dou-
ble against Mumbai Indians in
a return-leg IPL fixture and
revive their campaign here on
Saturday.

With six losses and two
wins, hosts Rajasthan Royals
are languishing at the second
last position in the points table
and they would be desperate to
bring their campaign back on
track with a much-needed win
here.

Rajasthan would be taking
heart from the four-wicket
win over Mumbai Indians at
their own den last Saturday and
will hope to get the better of
their rivals once again, this
time at home.

However, it will be easier
said than done considering
Rajasthan's dismal record at the
Sawai Man Singh Stadium.
Apart from their lone victory
against Royal Challengers
Bangalore, Rajasthan have lost
three matches at home.

England's Jos Buttler has
done the bulk of scoring for
Rajasthan. His fiery 89 off 43
balls was the cornerstone of

Royals' four-wicket victory
over Mumbai but rest the bats-
men have either struggled or
not been consistent.

Sanju Samson, who had hit
the first ton of this IPL, too has
not delivered in past couple of
innings.

Skipper Anjikya Rahane,
himself, has got starts but
failed to convert them. The
likes of former Australian cap-
tain Steve Smith and England
all-rounder Ben Stokes also

have been struggling.
The pace-spin duo of Jofra

Archer and Shreyas Gopal has
spearheaded their bowling
attack but rest of the bowlers
have been far from penetrative
and also proved costly in death
overs.

Mumbai Indians, on the
other hand, have looked formi-
dable this season with a good
mix of power hitters, quality
bowlers and perfect all-
rounders.

The three-time former
champions grabbed the second
position after a dominating 40-
run win over Delhi Capitals
and would be eager to avenge
their defeat against Rajasthan
on Saturday to inch closer to
the play-off berth.

If skipper Rohit Sharma
and Quinton De Kock laid the
foundation at the top, the
Pandya brothers — Hardik
and Krunal, along with the big-
hitting Kieron Pollard have
provided the late charge to help
MI post huge scores.

MI boosts of two of the
best death bowlers in Jasprit
Bumrah, who has taken 10
wickets from nine games so far,
and veteran Sri Lankan Lasith
Malinga.
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Seeking home comforts after multi-
ple reverses at the Feroz Shah

Kotla, Delhi Capitals will be desperate
to buck the trend when they take on
a rejuvenated Kings XI Punjab here on
Saturday.

Rechristened before the start of the
cash-rich event's 12th edition, Delhi
Capitals have been at ease on the road,
winning three matches on the trot after
an authoritative beginning in Mumbai.

However, things have turned out
quite differently in their home ground,
where they found the pitches far from
friendly.

The unwavering support, cheers
and chants, from the galleries have not
helped so far and the side, coached by
Ricky Ponting and mentored by Sourav
Ganguly, will look to play in the man-
ner that befits the two greats' status in
world cricket.

For they know that if they are able
to live up to Ponting and Ganguly's
expectations, chances of the fans going
back home with smiles on their faces
will increase manifold. And so will be
their prospects of reaching the playoffs.

Standing in their way will be
mid-table team Kings XI Punjab, who
are also eyeing the title that has so far
remained elusive.

R Ashwin's outfit will not be short
on confidence, having easily beaten
Rajasthan Royals three days ago.

The likes of Chris Gayle, K L
Rahul, David Miller and Mohammed
Shami will look to capitalise on Delhi's
miserable record at home, and with
Ashwin leading from the front, it may
not be an improbable task for the con-
fident visiting team.

Shreyas Iyer and Co have only one
win from their four home matches, the

lone victory coming in the Super
Over after the match against Kolkata
Knight Riders ended in a tie.

Rishabh Pant will again be in focus
after his fiercely-debated World Cup
exclusion, having failed in Thursday's
defeat at the hands of Mumbai Indians.

Disappointed at being ignored
for the showpiece, the highly-rated
young wicketkeeper-batsman will cer-
tainly look to prove a point.

Smarting from the onslaught by
the Pandya brothers — Hardik and
Krunal, who smashed 54 runs in the
last 19 balls on a slow pitch, the Delhi
bowlers will hope for a better outing
at the death.

In batting, the onus will be on
senior pro Shikhar Dhawan to lay the
foundation, and he will have the tal-
ented Prithvi Shaw at the top of the
order.

After suffering their third defeat in
four outings here this season, Iyer had
said, "It's really important for us to win
home games, especially on these tracks.

"Unfortunately we lost the toss, and
we got outplayed in all three depart-
ments. We practice on the pitches that
are also slow. But when you come here,
it's totally different. We have to get used
to these conditions."

For his team to harbour hopes of
a rare win, skipper Iyer, himself, will
need to lead by example.
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Seven of India's Test specialists may
play a few games for various

English county sides to prepare for
the inaugural World Test
Championship series in July and
August.

The players that BCCI have
zeroed in are Cheteshwar Pujara,
Ajinkya Rahane, Prithvi Shaw,
Hanuma Vihari, Mayank Agarwal,
Ravichandran Ashwin and Ishant
Sharma, who will play County crick-
et.

Pujara already has a three-year
contract with Yorkshire and is set to
play there again.

"Pujara's contract was a deal
between him and the county and it's
a long term deal," a senior BCCI offi-
cial said on Friday.

As far as Rahane is concerned, he
is likely to sign a deal with Hampshire
in the coming week and is waiting for
the approval of all three Committee
of Administrators.

"CoA head Vinod Rai has already
given his approval but Diana Edulji
and Lt General Ravi Thodage are yet
to give their approvals," the official
said.

"With India set to play against the
Caribbean in about fortnight after the
end of the World Cup, the BCCI has
prepared a proposal wherein their
Test specialists can play some red ball
cricket in months of June till mid
July," the senior official added.

Some of the counties that BCCI
is talking to include Leicestershire,
Essex, Nottinghamshire.

"During the last Test series in

England, the BCCI has had discus-
sions with the CEOs of all major
counties so that our top Test players
can play there in summers," said the
official.

Ideally, the BCCI is looking at
three to maximum four first class
games for its players before the West
Indies series.

"The conditions are completely
different save that they will playing
with red Dukes which will also be
used in the West Indies. It's just that
they will get game time. We are hope-
ful that all our seven Test players will
be playing either Division 1 or 2 of
the English county," he said.

India skipper Virat Kohli was
supposed to play for Surrey last year
but could not do so due to an injury. 
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England's star all-
rounder Ben Stokes on

said his struggling IPL
franchise Rajasthan Royals
will, from now on, have to
"treat every game like a
final" if they are to make
the playoffs.

Stokes, who himself
has not been in the best of
form, said that having lost
six of their eight matches,
Rajasthan Royals cannot
afford to lose anymore.

"Yes, we are in a must-
win situation and we have

to treat every match as
final and which, I
guess, puts any sort of
negative thought
process above our
head. We have only
one way to go and that
is aggressive and pos-
itive," Stokes.

Rajasthan, cham-
pions in the inaugural
edition, are currently
placed seventh in the
eight-team standings
with four points.

"If you look at
most of the games we
lost, we have lost at the

crucial moments. In
T20 games two-three
or four balls can dictate
the winner, and unfor-
tunately, we have not
been the team to win
those critical moments.

"But if you lose
those moments consis-
tently then you
deserve to be where we
are. It is unfortunate
and disappointing
because every player
has given his absolute
best. It is not lack of
effort or lack of com-
mitment."
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Hardik Pandya has
already emulated

M S Dhoni's signature
helicopter shot and the
Mumbai Indians all-
rounder says the veter-
an keeper-batsman
liked his version of the
innovative stroke.

Pandya has looked
in ominous form this
IPL, scoring 218 runs at
a strike rate of 194.64 in
nine matches. He used
the shot to good effect
against speedster Kagiso
Rabada in their game

against Delhi Capital
Thursday night.

The 25-year-old
smashed 32 off 15 balls
to power Mumbai

Indians to 168 for five,
a total which Delhi
Capitals found too stiff
to chase, going down by
40 runs.

His inning com-
prised two boundaries
and three massive sixes,
including the helicopter
shot — a stroke made
famous by Dhoni.

It was in the second
ball of the 20th over
when Hardik had
played that shot, send-
ing a Rabada delivery
across the ropes
between long-on and
deep mid-wicket posi-

tion.
The all-rounder had

played the helicopter
shot in front of Dhoni
during a game against
Chennai Super Kings
(CSK), which Mumbai
won by 37 runs at the
Wankhede.

"I never thought I
would play the heli-
copter shot in a game.
I've been practising that
in the nets. I went to
Dhoni's room and asked
him if he liked my ver-
sion of the helicopter
shot. He said it was
good," said Pandya.
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Pakistan Prime Minister
and World Cup winning

captain Imran Khan on Friday
stressed on the importance of
team spirit, unity and passion
to be successful at the upcom-
ing World Cup in England.

Imran told the World
Cup-bound squad, who met
him at his residence in
Islamabad, especially captain
Sarfaraz Ahmed to lead by
performance and example.

"You are the leader of this
team and the whole team
looks up to you. When a
leader performs and shows
passion, his players do the
same," Imran told Sarfaraz.

Chairman of the Pakistan
Cricket Board Ehsan Mani,

chief selector Inzamam-ul-
Haq and other board mem-
bers were also invited to the
pre-World Cup meet-
ing, in which some of
the players also exchanged
views on the game with
the former skipper.

Imran, who had led

Pakistan to its only World Cup
title in 1992, spent over an

hour giving advice to the
national team play-
ers on how to be suc-

cessful during World Cup
and shared his experi-
ences with them.
"A champion steps onto

the pitch armed with passion
and a plan. Team spirit is a key
to victory," he told the team,
according to his spokesper-
son.

"With your skills, sports-
man spirit and your conduct,
bring glory to Pakistan,"
Imran added.

He told the players that
the entire nation would look
up to them.

"The entire nation's
prayers are with you.
Representing the country at
an international forum is a big
honour. You are ambassadors
of the nation and the people's
eyes are on you, and their
hopes rest with you," he said.

The Pakistan squad leaves
for a tour of England on
April 23. 
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Virat Kohli notched up
his fifth century in the
Indian Premier League

while Moeen Ali too struck a
belligerent fifty to help Royal
Challengers Bangalore (RCB)
post a mammoth 213/4 in 20
overs against Kolkata Knight
Riders at the Eden Gardens
here on Friday.

Put into bat first in a
must-win tie, Kohli took 58
balls to bring up his first ton
of the season with the help of
nine fours and four sixes.

Moeen Ali, meanwhile,
bludgeoned a 28-ball 66 (4x5,
6x6), as the pair added 90
runs for the third wicket off
just 43 balls.

After Ali 's dismissal,
Kohli joined hands with
Marcus Stoinis (17* off 8) for
a 64-run fourth wicket part-
nership as the visitors
amassed 143 runs in the last
10 overs to flatten the home
team.

Kohli got to his 50 off 40
deliveries but stepped on the
accelerator to score his next
50 in just 17 deliveries before
getting out to Harry Gurney
off the final ball of the
innings.

Among his boundaries,
the most eye-catching was a
square drive past point off
Gurney in the 17th over.

For KKR, India's star
spinner Kuldeep Yadav had a
forgettable day with figures of
1/59 from 4 overs.

RCB lost Parthiv Patel
(11) early after the diminutive
southpaw holed out to Nitish
Rana at deep mid-wicket off
Sunil Narine.

Kohli got off to a slow

start, finding the fence only in
the fourth over after a horri-
ble misfield by Shubman Gill
at  the deep mid-wicket
boundary off Narine.

The India skipper did not
look his usual self as his next
boundary came off an outside
edge off Prasidh Krishna
through third man.

RCB were 42/1 after six

overs with Kohli taking on
India teammate Kuldeep in
the eighth over, hitting a loft-
ed straight drive and a trade-
mark cover drive for four.

With AB de Villiers indis-
posed, Akshdeep Nath (13)
was sent to bat at No 3 but the
move did not bear fruit as the
batsman skied a Andre Russell
delivery for Robin Uthappa to

charge in from short cover
and snaffle it.

Ali then took it upon
himself to up the ante by
tonking Kuldeep for a six
over long on in the 10th over
as the RCB scoreboard read
70/2 at the halfway stage.

Ali went berserk from
there on, smashing Kuldeep
for 27 runs in the 16th over

with a series that read 4-6-4-
6-1W-6 before holing out to
Prasidh at long-on in the last
ball of the over.

RCB scored 70 runs for
the loss of just one wicket
between overs 14 and 17.
After Ali was dismissed, Kohli
and Stoinis continued the
carnage with the last three
overs leaking 45 runs.
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����!����Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) on Friday
rejected a suggestion from
national team captain
Sarfaraz Ahmed to have
players' families travelling
with them during the
World Cup in England.

"Yes there was a sugges-
tion from the captain and
players that they should be
allowed to have their wives
and children with them in
England during the World
Cup but the board has not
allowed this," an official
source in the board said.

He said instead permis-
sion had been granted to
the players that their wives

and children could be with
them during the ODI series
against England but they
have to leave before the
World Cup.

The source said the
board wanted the players to
be totally focussed on
cricket during the World
Cup.

"This decision has been
taken by the team manage-
ment," he said.

Another source said
this time the board and
team management had also
decided to restrict the use
of social media network for
the players during the
World Cup.  AFP
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