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BJP stalwarts have been on
whirlwind tours of Odisha

to woo the electorate in the
party’s favour.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in his back-to-back vis-
its to the State various assem-
bly segments in the State, is
again slated to campaign in
Odisha for a fifth time.

He would address public
rallies in Kendrapada and
Baleswar on April 23, informed
BJP State spokesperson Golak
Mohapatra on Thursday.

Besides, Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh is

scheduled to hit the 
campaign trail on Friday in
Mayurbhanj, Nayagarh and
Cuttack Sadar.

Union Minister of
Minority Affairs Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi would tour
Salipur, Bhadrak and
Kendrapada for poll cam-
paigning on April 20.
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Voting was delayed at sev-
eral booths in the State due

to technical glitches marked in
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) during the second
phase of polls held on
Thursday.

While voters turned to
booths and stood in queues
with all eagerness to exercise
franchaise in Sundargarh dis-
trict, it was reported that EVMs
were not functioning at booths
at Talsara, Bonai, Kendudihi,
Fakirmunda, Chhidakud,

Usukujula and Khalasaghat.
The glitches in EVMs

caused delay in voting at Booth
No. 204 and 205 in Sagarpalli
of Subarnapur district, Booth
No. 113 and 101 in Phulbani,
two booths in Buguda and
Booth No.196 in Hinjili.

Similarly, the EVMs were
found non-functional in Booth

No. 65 and 68 in Balangir,
Booth No. 158 in Aska and
Booth No. 179 in G Udayagiri
and Booth No 54 in Baliguda
Mahasingh.

Voters boycotted polling in
two booths of the Loisinga
Assembly constituency alleging
that the booths were located far
from their villages.

"���� !���"���#

Apoll f lying squad on
Thursday seized unac-

counted cash of �4 lakh from
the vehicle of BJP MLA candi-
date Ashok Nayak near
Mangalpur under the

Dhenkanal Town police limits.
The special squad while

carrying out patrolling
detained the four-wheeler of
Nayak, who is contesting from
the Hindol Assembly con-
stituency. 

The official seized the cash

after Nayak failed to give a sat-
isfactory explanation regarding
the source of the cash and
could not produce documents
pertaining to the same.

Police said that the candi-
date was interrogated and the
matter was under investigation.

"���� $�� �%�!�

The Personal Security
Officer (PSO) of

Brajarajnagar BJP MLA
Radharani Panda was report-
edly attacked by a group of peo-
ple at a polling booth in

Jharsuguda district on
Thursday during the
second-phase elec-
tions.

Radhe Kisan, the
PSO, had gone with
the MLA to booth
nos. 182 and 183 in
Ganganagar of the
B r a j a r a j n a g a r
Assembly constituen-
cy when he was
attacked at around
12.30 pm. Kisan sus-
tained injuries on his

head.
MLA Panda, who is the

BJP MLA candidate for seat
this time too, alleged involve-
ment of BJD workers in the
attack. Till last reports came in,
no police complaint had been
lodged in this regard.

"�� � ��!� %� �

In yet another incident of poll vio-
lence in the State, two brothers of

BJD Sundargarh MLA candidate
Jogesh Singh sustained critical
injuries after being attacked by
some miscreants in Sargipali 
of the district late on Wednesday
night.

According to reports, six to
seven persons attacked Naresh
Singh and Ritesh Singh with knives
at around 1.45 am when the duo
had gone to a hamlet in Sargipali.

They were grievously injured and
admitted to the Sargipali hospital.
Police have started investigation into
the incident.

Jogesh Singh alleged that the

attack was orchestrated by BJP
Sundargarh MLA nominee Kusum
Tete and her husband. Tete, however,
refuted the allegations levelled against
her.

"���� �"�

A9 5 - y e a r- o l d
man died while

waiting in a queue
to cast his vote in
the second phase
polls at Kansamari
u n d e r
S a n a k h e m u n d i
block of Ganjam
district on
Thursday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Natabara Behera.

Sources said Natabara had
gone to a polling station at
Kansamari for voting along
with his family members in the
morning. While standing in the

queue outside the polling
booth, he fell on the ground
fainting. His family members
rushed him to a nearby hospi-
tal, where doctors declared
him dead.

It was suspected that the
old man died due to sunstroke.
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State Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO)

Surendra Kumar on
Thursday announced a
compensation of �30 lakh
for the family of Sanjukta
Digal, a poll official who
was shot dead by Maoists
on Wednesday. Digal, a
Gram Rojgar Sevak and
appointed as a polling
supervisor, was shot in
the head near Barahala vil-
lage under the
Gochhapada police limits
in Kandhamal district by
Maoists.

The incident took place
when the poll official was
standing on road after the
vehicle, in which she and other
election officials were travel-
ling, was parked following a

landmine blast by the extrem-
ists.

She sustained bullet
injuries and was rushed to a
hospital, where doctors
declared her brought dead.

"���� ��������� 

Functioning of a Resource Centre
attached to Student Academic

Management System (SAMS) in the
campus of Shailabala (SB) Women’s
Autonomous College, Cuttack, causes
academic disruption and poses a threat
to the safety of its girl students.

The students of this century-old
institution, hailing from across State and
from neighbouring provinces, have
filed their representation to the
Principal, SB Women’s College, the
Collector, Cuttack, the OIC, SPTC, the
Higher Education Secretary, the Chief
Secretary and the Chief Minister,
recounting their woes and seeking
shifting of the Resource Centre from its
campus to other co-education 
colleges located in the city from 2019-
20 session.

The Resource Centre under Student
Management System of this college has
been operating here for some years for
conducting enrollment of both male
and female students into different
streams of +2 and +3 wings of the col-
leges of Odisha. 

It warrants the service of a team of

twenty teachers and ten non-teaching
staff for long five months, that the col-
lege is mandated to provide. It causes
severe academic dislocation with day-
to-day routine being frequently sus-
pended in this institution where sever-
al posts of faculties falling vacant for
years. 

The institution catering to a roll-
strength of more than five thousand stu-
dents pursuing +2,+3, PG, MPhil, BEd
courses here and having five hostels in
its small campus is heavily burdened
with works during admission season.
More than eight thousand students,
their parents, guardians turn up in its
premises with their vehicles lining the
walls and paths, creating a scene of dis-
array. 

Meanwhile, eve-teasers and anti-
social youths have their field days in
passing their rash tongs and filthy lan-
guages to the girls students, and break-
ing discipline in the institution.

The miscreants and rogues use the
huge crowd as camouflage to enter the
campus and indulge in sexual harass-
ment. 

The students opposing them are
often intimidated and attacked when
they go outside of the campus.

Intellectuals of the city, parents and
guardians strongly demand shifting of
the centre to other avenues readily avail-
able at other co educational colleges
likes Stewart, Chriest and such other
colleges nearby.
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Avideo went viral on Wednesday
eveninginsocial media showing

cash distribution to voters at
Jurabandhvillage under Tarava block
under Sonepur Assembly con-
stituency.

As per reports, the person con-
cerned distributing cash in video is
allegedly BJD district secretary
Manabhanjan Mishra.

The video shows cash being dis-
tributed as per a voters list and the act
of money being given and received by
a voter has been captured.

Asked about the cash distribution
video, Mishra however denied the
charges and said that 

he gave the money to a BJD 
agent who later paid it to a milk-
man.

“The charges are baseless. The
person sitting beside me, as shown
in the video, is a polling agent who
is handing over money to a milk-
man. The place where we were sit-
ting is the milkman’s house,” said
Mishra.

When asked why the voters’
list was kept there, Mishra failed to
give any satisfactory answer.

Later some BJP workers
lodged an FIR against Mishra in
Tarbha Police station.

As till now no action has been
taken against the BJD functionary,
although money distribution is
seenclearly in thevideo, the role
ofpolice and the administration is
under scanner.
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National convenor of Netaji
Subhas Birth Soil Yatra,

president Utkala Bikasha Juba
Parisada and a prominent
leader of Social Justice
Movement Debiprasad Prusti
has appealed the voters and
particularly the voters of the
three Assembly segments of
Bhubaneswar like North,
Central and Ekamra to vote for
NOTA (None of the Above) in
order to reject all mainstream
party candidates.

Each voter should ask him-
self or herself why Odisha is
poor andwhy our State is back-
ward during 40 years of two
family rules in Odisha and
also during last five years of BJP
rule in Centre, said Prusti.

Expressing his disappoint-

ment over the selection of can-
didates, Prusti said the three
major political parties have
not given importance to good
leaders.

Parties in Odisha are
encouraging dynastic politics
and defection. Party hopping
for narrow political gains is a
common trend in all parties
and it is more dangerous than
AIDS and cancer, Prusti said.

Leaders of three parties
are remote controlled by min-
ing mafias and there is unholy
nexus between the leaders with
such kind of people, said Prusti.
He stated that all leaders are
silent on Rs 2 lakh-crore mega
mining loot and Rs 50,000
crore penalty waiver for the
mining mafias.

Number of liquor shop is
fifty times more than that of

hospitals and leaders of differ-
ent parties are the owners.
Some are contesting. 

When farmers are com-
mitting suicides both State and
Central Governments are writ-
ing off loans worth lakhs of
crores of rupees to big indus-
trial houses on plea of giving
them concessions, he lament-
ed.

Prusti also rued that there
is a conspiracy to squeeze trib-
als’ rights over forest resources.
“Tribals are gunned down
while they cry against dis-
placement and breach of FRA.
98 percent Dalits,tribals,
minorities, poor farmers,
labourers, slumdwellers are
oppressed. 

Hence, at this juncture,
NOTA is the right decision,”
said Prusti.
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The East Coast Railway (ECoR) has decided
to run MEMU trains by replacing earlier

conventional coaches of Bhubaneswar-Bhadrak-
Bhubaneswar, Bhubaneswar-Brahmapur-
Bhubaneswar and Bhubaneswar-Palasa-
Bhubaneswar passenger trains from fourth week
of April.

On introduction of new MEMU trains, the
services of the passenger trains would be dis-
continued and run with new numbers.

The Bhubaneswar-Bhadrak MEMU would
run from Bhubaneswar from April 20 and from
Bhadrak from April 21. 

The Bhubaneswar-Brahmapur MEMU
would run from April 21 from both the direc-
tions and the Bhubaneswar-Palasa MEMU from
Bhubaneswar from April 21 and from Palasa
from April 22.

On the days of maintenance of the MEMU
coaches, the earlier conventional coach will pro-
vide journey facilities for the daily commuters.
The timings and stoppage of the above MEMU
trains will be as per the timings of earlier con-
ventional coaches.
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With the third phase polls,
scheduled on April 23,

Congress Puri Lok Sabha can-
didate Satya Prakash Nayak
and Assembly seat nominee Er
Aro Prasad Mishra moved in a
huge motorcycle rally in the
nook and corner of the town on
Thursday.

They slammed sitting
MLA  and BJD Assembly can-
didate Maheswar Mohanty for
Nabakalebar scams and 
sitting MP and BJD LS 
candidate Pinaki Misra visiting 
voters during elections
only.

Nayak and Mishra request-
ed people to vote for them and
bring the Congress to power at
both the Centre and in the
State. “I mark a changing mood
in the people. They are revolt-
ing against scams in the pilgrim
city,” said Mishra.

Notably, Nayak and Mishra
are new to Puri. However, peo-
ple prefer them as both are
youths and educated. 

While Nayak will face
BJD’s three-time MP Mishra
and BJP national spokesperson
Dr Sambit Patra, Aro will face
five-time BJD MLA 
Mohanty and the BJP’s Jayant
Sarangi.

As per pre-poll scenario, a
close fight is expected to take
place between the BJP and the
BJD in both the LS and
Assembly elections.
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Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on

Thursday alleged that BJP
workers are being killed as
they are opposing the ruling
BJD politically and said people
would give a befitting reply in
ballots during the ongoing
elections.

“The attack on BJP work-
ers and supporters across the
State is a reflection of BJD’s
scare of defeat. BJP workers are
being killed for opposing the
BJD politically. 

The Home Department
and two-three non-Odia offi-
cers in the Chief Minister’s

office are trying to stop demo-
cratic voice in the State,” 
alleged Pradhan in a state-
ment.

He lamented saying that
cases under Section 307 are
being lodged against those who
are merely showing democrat-

ic protests against the CM or his
Ministers but no action is being
taken against the culprits who
are killing BJP workers.  

He too alleged that
Election Officers are not taking
any action without a direction
from the CM.

"�� � ��))��"

Senior BJP leader Uma Bharti
on Thursday took potshots

at Chief Minister and BJD
supremo Naveen Patnaik, say-
ing as long as he would remain
CM, the State would not make
any progress.

“Naveen Patnaik is himself

a very retrograde
person and will
keep the people of
the State retro-
graded too,” said
she alleging ribing
how she once
failed in convinc-
ing Patnaik about
the benefits of

linking Mahanadi and
Godavari rivers.

Bharti said she often feels
that Patnaik is like a Mummy
of Egypt brought here and
made the CM.  

Bharti was campaigning
here for the BJP candidates,
speaking at a meeting at
Mahanadi Vihar.
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About 64 per cent of the
electorate exercised their

franchise in the second phase
of polls conducted in five
Parliamentary constituencies
and 35 Assembly segments
under them in Odisha on
Thursday.

Chief Election Officer
Surendra Kumar informed to
the media that the overall
polling percentage was record-
ed by 5 pm and the percentage
might increase as voters already
in queues were giving votes.

Notably, the first phase of
polls held on April 11 in four
Lok Sabha constituencies and
28 Assembly segments under
them in the State had witnessed
73.76 per cent voting. 

The CEO said re-polling
would be held in six booths for
lapses on part of the polling
officials during replacement
of EVMs and VVPAT
machines.

A total of 76.93 lakh voters
were expected to cast votes in
9,117 poling stations to select
five MPs from Bargarh,
Sundargarh, Balangir,
Kandhamal and Aska Lok
Sabha seats and 35 MLAs from
equal number of seats under
the five LS seats.

The fate of a total of 35 Lok
Sabha and 244 Assembly can-
didates were sealed with com-
pletion of the second phase
polls.

Among notable leaders,
BJD supremo and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik con-

tested from two Assembly seats,
one from his old Hinjili con-
stituency in Ganjam district
and another from Bijepur in
Bargarh district. Similarly,
Leader of Opposition in the
State Assembly Narasingha
Mishra, Ministers Sushant
Singh and Snehangini Chhuria,
sitting MLA Naba Kishore Das
and BJP Legislature Party
Leader KV Singh Deo were in
the fray.  

Senior MP candidates like
BJP’s Jual Oram and Congress’
George Tirkey (Sundargarh LS
seat), BJD’s Prasanna Acharya
(Bargarh), BJD’s Kalikesh Singh
Deo and BJP’s Singita Singh
Deo (Balangir) and BJD’s
Achyuta Samanta and BJP’s
Kharabela Swain fought polls in
the phase.
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BHUBANESWAR: The Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) rec-
ommended re-polling at six
booths in Sundargarh,
Nayagarh and Bargarh districts
following technical glitches
during voting in the second
phase of elections in the State
on Thursday.

“Two polling booths in
Sundargarh, two in Nayagarh
and another two in Bargarh will
be re-polled,” said CEO
Surendra Kumar.

The glitches were reported
at booth no 129 in Bonai and
213 in Sundargarh. Similar inci-
dent took place at booth no 210
and 222 in Daspalla of Nayagarh
and booth no 68 and 235 in
Bargarh. The voters were dis-
appointed and had to return
without casting their votes after
long hours of wait for polling to
elect their representatives.

The CEO clarified that it
was not technical glitches in the
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs), rather a ‘human error’
in VVPATs for which the
polling was suspended at these
four booths. “The EVMs and
VVPATs have been cross paired
in these four polling stations.
This is the human error as the
dereliction of duties by the
concerned polling officers for
which actions are to be initiat-
ed against them,” Kumar said.

PNS
Detailed EVM glitches

story on Page 2
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Coming down heavily on the
BJP leadership over its

‘double-engine’ theory, BJD
president and Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Thursday
questioned why the saffron
party suffered huge losses in
the Assembly polls in five
major States despite having
the so-called success formula.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Banki in Cuttack district,
Patnaik said the BJP’s double
engine has already derailed in
five States and its ‘main engine’
is going to meet the same fate
on May 23 when results of the
general elections would be
declared.

He questioning that why
people of Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Rajasthan and Punjab ousted
the BJP in the Assembly elec-
tions in the recent past.

“There was double engine
Government of BJP in these
five States. What development
the party made in these States,”
he asked.

Patnaik said, “Many BJP
leaders are talking about form-
ing double-engine Government

in Centre and Odisha. But the
people here want to know from
the party as to who is the
engine in the State”.

The BJP leaders are mak-
ing a beeline to the State dur-
ing election time only to seek
votes. The party leaders have

gone crazy sensing defeat in the
general elections, he claimed.

On the day, Patnaik
addressed public meetings in
Dhenkanal, Angul and in
Cuttack. Patnaik also held a
road show from Begunia to
Bhubaneswar.
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The turnout for the second
phase of polling on

Thursday interestingly turned
out to be an exact contrast to
that of the first phase.
According to the Election
Commission, the second phase
turnout at 67.84 per cent was
1.28 per cent lower than 69.12
per cent registered in 2014.
Sporadic violence was report-
ed from West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh and Manipur
even as EVM glitches were
reported from some places.

The second phase of Lok
Sabha elections was held for 95
seats across 11 States and
Union Territory of Puducherry.
With this, the poll process has
been completed in 14 States
and Union Territories. In all,
polling has been completed in
186 Lok Sabha constituencies. 

Tamil Nadu went to polls
for 38 of 39 constituencies
with DMK’s A Raja and
Kanimozhi being the promi-
nent candidates in the fray.
BJP’s Hema Malini and
Congress leader Raj Babbar
among others were among the
notables who contested on the
eight seats that went to polls in
Uttar Pradesh. Former Prime
Minister and JD(S) patriarch
HD Deve Gowda from
Karnataka and National
Conference chief Farooq
Abdullah in Jammu & Kashmir
too tested the ballot power. 

Union Ministers Jitendra
Singh, Jual Oram, Sadananda
Gowda and Pon

Radhakrishnan were in the
fray in the second of the seven-
phased Lok Sabha poll which
would conclude on May 19.

Voting picked up in the
second phase by afternoon
which was marred by an IED
blast by Naxals in Chhattisgarh,
police firing in West Bengal on

stone pelters and EVM glitch-
es at some places. CPI(M) can-
didate from Raiganj Md Salim
claimed that his car was
attacked by unknown persons
when he went to a polling
booth at Islampur in Uttar
Dinajpur in West Bengal.

According to EC, UP reg-

istered 62.3 per cent polling,
Assam 78.27 per cent, Bihar
62.52 per cent, Chhattisgarh 71
per cent , Karnataka 61.80 per
cent, Maharashrra 62 per cent,
Manipur 74.69 per cent,
Odisha 64 per cent,
Puducherry 78 per cent, Tamil
Nadu 72 per cent and West

Bengal 76 per cent. 
The first phase of polling

on April 11 included 91 con-
stituencies, registering 69.43
per cent of polling, three per
cent more than recorded in
2014 general elections.

Besides Tamil Nadu, voting
took place in 14 seats in

Karnataka, 10 in Maharashtra,
eight in Uttar Pradesh, five each
in Assam, Bihar and Odisha,
three each in Chhattisgarh and
West Bengal, two in Jammu &
Kashmir and one seat each in
Manipur and Puducherry.
Elections were also held in 35
Assembly constituencies of
Odisha and in 18 Assembly
seats in Tamil Nadu.

A total of 1,600 candidates
were in the electoral battle for
95 seats which would be cru-
cial for the BJP as for the
Opposition to keep the tempo
of the fight for the New Delhi
which has still 357 Lok Sabha
seats to go to poll before the
final verdict is announced on
May 23.

The AIADMK holds the
maximum of 36 seats of the 95
seats which witnessed polling
in 2nd phase, followed by the
BJP with 27 seats. The
Congress had won 12 of these
seats in 2014, the Shiv Sena and
the BJD 4 each, the JD(S) and
the RJD two each and the
AIUDF, the NCP, the JD(U),
the PDP, the AINRC, the PMK,
the CPM and the TMC one
seat each.

Electorally key State of
Uttar Pradesh with 80 LS seats
has completed polling in 16
seats of western UP.

Polling was conducted in
Srinagar Parliamentary con-
stituency of Jammu & Kashmir
to decide the fate of 10 candi-
dates, including NC president
Farooq Abdullah who is seek-
ing a re-election.

Security personnel have

been deployed in strength in
and around polling stations in
all three districts — Srinagar,
Budgam and Ganderbal — of
the constituency, officials said.
The polling for Udhampur-
Doda and Srinagar seats
recorded 43.3 per cent at 5 pm.

Polling in Chhattisgarh
witnessed violence with an
ITBP jawan suffering minor
injuries after Naxals triggered
an IED blast in Rajnandgaon
district.

Long queues were seen at
polling booths in Tamil Nadu,
with Chief Minister K
Palaniswami and DMK chief
MK Stalin among the early vot-
ers. 

Sporadic incidents of vio-
lence were reported in some
areas of Bengal. A reporter and
a camera person of a local news
channel were allegedly man-
handled when they went to
cover polling at Kataphulbari in
the Raiganj constituency, they
said.

Voters in Uttar Dinajpur
district’s Chopra under the
Raiganj constituency report-
edly put up a road blockade,
complaining about the absence
of Central forces at the polling
stations, the sources said.

Police fired in the air and
lobbed tear gas shells to control
a mob, after stones were pelt-
ed at them and bombs were
hurled by unknown persons in
Chopra, a senior EC official in
the district said. At least three
persons were detained by
police in this connection, he
said.
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Amid continuing “flip-flop”
over the pre-poll alliance

for the Lok Sabha elections, the
Congress on Thursday said
there is almost no prospects of
any tie-up with the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP). 

However, sources said the
party may wait for any fresh
move by the AAP till the
announcement of the list of its
Lok Sabha candidates in Delhi.

As the alliance talks head-
ed nowhere, AAP’s candidate
from West Delhi Balbir Singh
Jakhar filed his nomination
papers. 

“They (AAP) had agreed
for an alliance with us in Delhi
alone on Wednesday night.
On Thursday morning, they
raised the full Statehood issue.
I told them we are ready, full
Statehood was in our manifesto
for 2015(Assembly) election.
But, later I received Sanjay
Singh’s message that Kejriwal
had said the alliance was not
possible unless it covers
Haryana also,” said PC Chacko,
the All India Congress
Committee in-charge of 
Delhi.

Singh, AAP’s Rajya Sabha
MP, was authorised by Kejriwal
to take the alliance talks with
the Congress forward.

After Singh’s message,
Chacko met Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi and
apprised him of the develop-
ment. 
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Afew days after the rape of
a minor girl in Jatni of

Khordha district, two minor
girls were allegedly raped in
Nayagarh and Bhadrak dis-
tricts on Thursday.

In the first incident, a
minor girl was allegedly raped
by a youth in a village under
Fatehgarh police station of
Nayagarh. The youth report-
edly took the minor to an iso-
lated spot on pretext of giving
her lift to home and allegedly
raped her.

The accused was nabbed
by the villagers and thrashed

black and blue before being
handed over to police. The vic-
tim, on the other hand, was res-
cued in an unconscious state
and rushed to a hospital.

In another incident, a
minor girl was sexually assault-
ed by a youth under the Sadar
police station of Bhadrak dis-
trict. The girl was rescued in a
critical condition with injuries
on her head.

It was alleged that the
accused attempted to kill the
victim after raping her.

While police have detained
a person in connection with the
incident, the girl was admitted
to Bhadrak hospital.
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April 7 is observed as the
World Health Day. The

aim and objective is to make
the people aware about their
health. Now different types of
new diseases are coming up in
the human societies due to
growing pollutions; which
bring health hazards for which
the human beings alone are
responsible.

Air, water, soil and food,
including sound and light are
getting increasingly polluted
due to various human activities.

Air is the most vital part of life;
it is essential for all living
beings. Without air no life can
be expected in the earth. The
whole animal kingdom and
plant kingdom exist due to
presence of air.

A major component of air
is oxygen which a colourless,
odourless, tasteless. Due to ris-
ing industrialisation and vehi-
cles, air pollution is on the rise.
The air pollution is responsible
for all kinds of respiratory,
skin and eye diseases etc. Due
to extensive mining activities in
the tribal lands, surrounding
environment is also polluted.

Now it is very difficult to
get free air anywhere in the
globe. The case of Odisha is
worst. All the tribal lands are
polluted for such operations.
But knowing all these, we are
ruthlessly cutting trees and
cleaning the forest areas, which
is a crime. 

Not only is the deposition
of carbon dioxide in the atmos-
phere increasing due to indus-
trializations and other related
activities, but also different
kinds of foreign ingredients like
dust, coal, ore, rock, carbon
particles etc are also deposited

in the air. At present, no pure
air is available anywhere in the
animal kingdom.

Water is another life sup-
porting agent like air without
which life cannot be expected
in the earth. 

All the industries right
from small to mega are situat-
ed near the banks of permanent
water courses like rivers,
springs and lakes which pollute
the water sources.

The water borne diseases
like stomach ailments, skin
diseases, eye diseases and the
diseases like cholera and other
epidemics spread through the
rough, contaminated water. All
the civilizations of the world
started from river banks and
water sources.  

If the sources of lives are
polluted how can the civiliza-
tions of the globe stand? Here
take the case of Mahanadi.
The Mahanadi is the lifeline of
Odisha, which starts from the
Eastern Ghat Hill Ranges, the
portion coming within the
Chhatisgarh State. 

The present Government

of Chhatigarh is almost leasing
out the entire portion of
Mahanadi coming within its
jurisdiction to different cor-
porate bodies for operating
their industries. The whole
river system of Mahanadi is
polluted by the plants and the
sufferings of people residing
along the river courses are
increasing. 

The contaminated water
also pollutes the aquatic food
complex. The water borne dis-
eases very easily spread in the
human society through aquat-
ic foods also. 

The pollution of water and
air is very common. The river
Ganges is most polluted river
system of world, which is under
the process of cleaning and
purifications by the
Government of India; but
unless the people residing
along the course of the river
system are conscious to prevent
pollutions, the attempt of the
Government will bear no fruits.

Similarly the mother earth
or the soil is polluted in dif-
ferent ways. This is most

important life supporting
device of the nature. All the
obnoxious properties of the air
and water come to the earth
through rain waters and
through acid rains. 

The activities of micro
organisms for formation of
new soil do not take place. So
the soil profile is not main-
tained in respect of mother
earth.

As no new soil is formed,
the natural fertility of mother
earth is also affected for all time
to come. Artificially, the fertil-
ity of mother earth is increased
by application of chemical fer-
tilizers, which is very harmful. 

The strains of chemical
fertilizer are also found in the
food stuffs like fruits and veg-
etables including all agricul-
tural products. Such types of
farm products create health
hazards.

The vital life support sys-
tems like air, water and soil
when polluted beyond expec-
tation, how we can maintain
our health sustainably and wel-
fare of the society can be
expected? In the modern soci-
ety the sound pollutions are
increasing beyond limits due to

vehicular activities, explosion
of cracker etc.  

The noise beyond 100 deci-
bels is very harmful which can
damage the ear drums. The
sound within 70 decibels how-
ever can be tolerable, but the
children suffer mostly when 70
decibels of sound is produced. 

The children are more
prone to sound pollutions and
they alarmed normally in 70
decibels of sound; and above.
Dynamites are also used for
harvesting of fishes in rivers. It
is a usual affair of Talcher.

It is fact that, the cell phone
radio waves damages the brain
cells of animals, but we are
carelessly handling the same
without looking to the future
which causes enormous public
damages. 

There are guidelines for
installation of the mobile tow-
ers but in the heart of the cap-
ital city of Bhubaneswar, such
towers are installed on
rooftops. How the Municipal
Corporations of Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar allow such activ-
ities is a moot question.

(The writer is a former
forest officer and an environ-
mentalist, M- 9937460649)
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Dakshin Odisha Unnayana
Parishad convenor Rabi

Rath and social activist and
Manav Adhikar Surakshya
Manch (MASM) convenor
Abani Kumar Gaya, an
Independent candidate who
was in fray for the Brahmapur
Assembly seat, demanded
criminal proceedings against
CM Naveen Patnaik, engineers
of PHED and officials of con-
tract firm L&T for failure to
supply drinking water to the
city from the Janibila piped
water project.

The project was inaugu-
rated in haste on March 3 just
ahead of the first phase of
polling only to take political
mileage, they alleged.

In most parts of the city,
there is no improvement in the
domestic supply of piped water
even after the project was inau-

gurated, they contended.
They said that some of the

residents of Gandhinagar 3rd
Lane (West), Chanchada
Pathara Street, Hill Patna,
Goilundi and Gate Bazar are
not getting sufficient water.
On the other hand, after inau-
gurating the project, the situ-
ation has become worse, they
added.

Notably, the first integrat-
ed mega water supply project
which was started in the year
2014 was supposed to be com-
pleted by 2018. However, the
delay in completion of the
project has raised doubts
among the residents. 

The work of laying
pipelines by digging the roads
meanwhile has been stopped
on the pretext of Maa
Thakurani Yatra and the first
phase of polling. Besides, the
work has resulted in narrowing
of roads leading to traffic con-
gestion, sources said.

On the other hand, the
newly-constructed roads have
been damaged by the contrac-
tor in many places of the city
due to the digging and laying
the pipes and cementing the
portions already dug. 

Even the contractor who is
supposed to fill and level the

digging portions and repair the
road by cement failed to do so
reportedly under the protection
of the babus of the PHED in
most part of the city, thereby
making the roads ugly, muddy,
with heap of soils. There is no
one, either in PHED
(Engineering) or in BMC to
supervise the work.

Meanwhile, some residents
alleged that the PHED author-
ities are identifying the
streets/lanes for laying pipelines
arbitrarily and at their whims.
For instance, though pipeline
has been laid in some of parts
of Gandhinagar, but
Gandhinagar 3rd Lane
Extension (West) area which is
suffering from acute scarcity
since last two decades has been
skipped.

Similarly, 400 families of
Chanchada Sahi who remain
water-stressed had recently
threatened to boycott 
election if their grievances for
supply of water are not
addressed.

Even a request to the
Superintendent Engineer
PHED three months to dig a
tube well in the street (at the
dead end of the Gandhinagar
3rd Lane Extension) surpris-
ingly goes unheeded.
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Police on Thursday detained
an official of the

Jagatsinghpur SVM College
along with a student for pos-
sessing guns in the college
premises.

According to reports, the
accused staff and student were
found roaming with guns
tucked to their waists inside the
college premises.

Acting on the allegation,
police reached the spot and
detained them as vote counting
is scheduled to be held in the
concerned college. But it is yet
to be ascertained for what pur-
pose they carried the guns.

While an interrogation of
the accused is underway, police
have launched a probe to ascer-
tain if they are involved with
any political party.
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The Eastern India Oil
Refinery Workers Union

(EIORWU) observed the 22nd
death anniversary of former
Chief Minister Biju
Patnaik amid rituals and var-

ious activities here on
Wednesday.

The Union members held
Tila Tarpan on the sea beach
and conducted pujas at nearby
temples. Then, they distributed
fruits to patients in Kujang and
Paradip Government hospi-
tals.

The memorial meeting
held in the Zero point union

office premises was presided
over by union president
Santosh Kumar Pattnaik. Vice-
president Manindra Guru,
Paradip Port-affected Land
Losers and Farmers
Association president Chinmay
Das, secretary Mihir Kanta
Sahoo. Kujang block BJD SC
cell president Abhiram Samal
and senior union member
Netrananda Samal were pre-
sent. 

They discussed about the
life and achievements of
Bijubabu, particularly on his
dream project, the Paradip
Port. All members of the union
were present.
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The National Fire Service
Week 2019 began at the

CISF unit in the NTPC’s
Darlipali Super Thermal Power
Station (DSTPP) at Darlipali on
Sunday.

DSTPP ED Sanjeev
Kishore inaugurated the pro-
gramme in the presence of GM
(O and M) RC Patnaik, GP
(Project) Kameswar Jha, AGM
(Safety) Sarad Singh, CISF
Assistant Commandant BN
Murmu, among many. 
The theme is “Fire prevention
is better than fire 
fighting”.

On this occasion, homage
was paid to all brave firemen,
who had lost lives in the
Bombay dock explosion on
April 14, 1944 and in all sub-
sequent incidents occurred in

the country.
Banners, leaflets and pam-

phlets containing this year's
theme and important 
fire safety instructions were
released.

Fire Inspector Ashish
Ranjan Tiwari and other CISF

staffs were present.
The CISF Fire Service wing

will conduct several events
and programmes for educating
the plant employees and con-
tractual workers on first-aid
and and important fire-safety
instructions.
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The Amway India recent-
ly conducted a series of

seminars on healthcare
based on Indian tradition-
al wisdom on herbs and
modern research.

Renowned Ayurvedic
e x p e r t
GauharVatsyayanshared valu-
able insights on the significance
and role of Indian traditional
herbs for maintaining optimal
health.

The seminars began with
DrVatsyayan providing an
overview of the benefits of
herbs in maintaining good
health throughout one’s lifes-
pan. He shared his viewson the
traditional Indian herbs such as
Ashwagandha, Tulsi, Brahmi
and TriphalaAmalaki,
VibhatakiandHaritakiamong
others, that are widely used to
address day-to-day physiolog-
ical challenges owing to radi-
cal changes in lifestyle and
eating habits. Commenting on
the initiative, Ajay Khanna,
Category Head - Nutrition and
Wellness, Amway India, said, “

We take immense pride that
our range offers assured levels
of purity, safety, and potency of
herbs backed by Nutrilite’s
strong legacy of scientific
research and is based on Indian
traditional wisdom. The range
offers a combination of organ-
ic certified herbs and DNA fin-
gerprinted herbs, which is
unique among the kind that is
currently available in India.”

“The certified organic
herbs are sourced from certi-
fied organic farms conforming
to the standards set by the
National Programme on
Organic Production (NPOP), a
Government of India initiative
towards development of organ-
ic agriculture, established in the
year 2000,” he further said.
Experts from the field spoke.

�������"��
�
����
'�##��� �

No one can block BJD to
form the next Government

in the Odisha, said Chief
Minister and BJD supremo
Naveen Pattaik during cam-
paigning at Khamar College
ground in Pallahara on
Thursday.

The BJD Government
thinks  always for the develop-
ment of Odisha people. But
during election period the
Central leaders are coming
here to campaign against BJD

and beg for vote in favour of
their party, told Patnaik to a
gathering. 

The  BJP  is trying to scut-
tle our attempts to initiate wel-
fare of the poor by discontin-
uing many Central schemes
and reducing share in others,
alleged Patnaik. 

Patnaik  also hit out at the
BJP saying that it was dubbing
the BJD Government ineffi-
cient just  to mobilize the vot-
ers of Odisha . 

"The Central Government
is taking thousands crores of
rupees as royality from coal
mines of Odisha but paying
only 33 per cent which is nom-
inal to us. They are always cre-
ating obstruction in our  path,"
Patnaik alleged further and
reiterated promise for provid-

ing second installment finan-
cial assistance to 25 lakh farm-
ers under KALIA scheme  on
the first day of the formation of
the next BJD Government.

Targetting BJP leaders
Dharmendra Pradhan and Jual
Oram without taking their
names, Patnaik said that the
two Union Ministers hailing
from Odisha are not striving at
the Centre for the development
of the State. 

Among others, BJD leaders
like MLA Mahesh Sahu ,
Mukesh Pal , State secretary
Manoj Sahu , Sudarsan Behera,
Kaniha and Pallahara Block
presidents Kailash Sahu, Jogesh
Bhukta  were present. 

There was a congregation
of aroundmore than 5,000 peo-
ple.
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Socialist Unity Centre of
India (Communist) Cuttack

Lok Sabha constituency candi-
date Raj Kishore Mallick and
Cuttack-Choudwar Assembly
segment nominee Parmananda
Sethi held a rally in the
Kishorenagar area on
Wednesday.

Hundreds of workers
moved in the rally and urged
voters to cast votes for the SUCI
(C) candidates on ‘Glass’ sym-
bol so that different problems
like rising of atrocities against
women and children, unem-
ployment problems, dearth of
doctors in Government hospi-
tals and teachers
in Government schools and

colleges and distress sale of

paddy and other crops can be
resolved.

SUCI (C) Cuttack district
committee secretary Biswabasu
Das also spoke. 
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Hours before commence-
ment of the second-phase

polls, a supporter of the BJP
was thrashed to death by a
group of people at Kadalijhola
village under the Sorada police
limits in Ganjam district on
Wednesday night.

The assailants reportedly
attacked Santosh Pati (28) with
iron rods and lathis.

A dispute had earlier
ensued between supporters of
two political parties over poster
tearing in the village. Over 12
youths scolded Santosh while

he was standing in front of his
house and later launched the
murderous attack on him.

Santosh sustained critical
injuries and was admitted to
the Bhanjanagar Sub-
Divisional Hospital, where he
was declared dead. Tension
gripped the village as irate
locals staged a road blockade,
demanding arrest of the cul-
prits.

Police started investiga-
tion into the incident and
efforts were on to nab the
assailants. The prime accused
of the case has been arrested,
police sources said later.
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Soon, outlets selling medi-
cines will be called as

“Pharmacy” instead of
“Chemists and Druggist.” The
Union Health Ministry is
mulling such a proposal which
is in keeping with the interna-
tional practice and provides a
sense of identity to the prac-
ticing pharmacists in these
outlets. 

In contrast, the term
‘Chemists and Druggists’ was
coined in 1945 and is quite old
and has lost relevance and
also, at present the word ‘drug’
is looked upon as more clan-
destine and as addiction for
chemicals, hence does not suit
to refer a professional phar-
macist, said a senior official
from the Ministry.

“In order to give retail
trade a better professional
recognition, the Union health
ministry will soon amend Rule
65(15)(b) and Rule 65(15)(c) of
Drugs and Cosmetics (D&C)
Rules, to replace ‘Chemists &
Druggists’ with ‘Pharmacy’.
Once the amendment is done,
all the medical shops in the
country will be called as
Pharmacy,” said a senior official
from the Ministry. 

The issue was deliberated
in the 55th Drug Consultative
Committee (DCC) meeting

held in February 2019 and it
was recommended to replace
the words ‘Chemists and
Druggists’ with ‘Pharmacy’ in
Rule 65(15)(b) of the D&C
Rules, 1945, he added. 

Accordingly, the proposal
was placed before the Drug
Technical Advisory Board
(DTAB), a highest decision
making body on technical
issues related to drugs for
deliberation. “The DTAB dis-
cussed the matter and agreed to
amend Rule 65(15) of the D&C
Rules, 1945 to provide that all
licensees in Form 20 and Form
21, they should display the
word “Pharmacy”, explained
the official.  

As per Rule 65(15)(b) of
the D&C Rules, the description
“Chemists and Druggists” shall
be displayed by those licensees
who employ the services of a
registered pharmacist but who
do not maintain a “Pharmacy”
for compounding against pre-
scriptions. 

Similarly in Rule 65(15)(c)
of the D&C Rules, the descrip-
tion “Pharmacy”, “Pharmacist”,
“Dispensing Chemist” or
“Pharmaceutical Chemist” shall
be displayed by such licensees
who employ the services of a
registered pharmacist and
maintain a “Pharmacy” for
compounding against pre-
scription. 

��)�����3!,+��� ����!�#�(

Even as India is looking
towards e-health as one of

the health solutions for the
people in the remote areas
where medical care is yet to
reach, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) has cau-
tioned that in such health
setups, consultations should
be conducted by qualified
health workers and that the pri-
vacy of an individual’s health
information is maintained.

In its newly released ‘first
guideline on digital health
interventions’, the WHO has,
nevertheless, recommended
digital health technology, acces-
sible via mobile phones, tablets
and computers, to improve
people’s health and essential
services, as an essential medi-
um for achieving universal
health coverage.

“Harnessing the power of
digital technologies is essential
for achieving universal health
coverage,” said WHO Director-
General Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus. “Ultimately, dig-
ital technologies are not ends in
themselves; they are vital tools
to promote health, keep the
world safe, and serve the vul-
nerable.”

Over the past two years,
WHO systematically reviewed
evidence on digital technolo-
gies and consulted with experts
from around the world to pro-

duce recommendations on
some key ways such tools may
be used for maximum impact
on health systems and people’s
health.

The WHO noted that one
digital intervention already
having positive effects in some
areas is sending reminders to
pregnant women to attend
antenatal care appointments
and having children return for
vaccinations. Other digital
approaches reviewed include
decision-support tools to guide
health workers as they provide
care; and enabling individuals
and health workers to com-
municate and consult on health
issues from across different
locations.

“The use of digital tech-
nologies offers new opportu-
nities to improve people’s
health,” added Dr Soumya
Swaminathan, Chief Scientist at
WHO. However, there is a
word of caution. “But the evi-
dence also highlights chal-

lenges in the impact of some
interventions,” she said while
Dr Garrett Mehl, WHO scien-
tist in digital innovations and
research warned that digital
interventions, depend heavily
on the context and ensuring
appropriate design.

The  WHO also said that
people also must be assured
that they are not being put at
risk because they have accessed
information on sensitive health
topics, such as sexual and
reproductive health issues. 

The guideline also recom-
mends telemedicine, which
allows people living in remote
locations to obtain health ser-
vices by using mobile phones,
web portals, or other digital
tools. WHO also pointed out
that this is a valuable comple-
ment to face-to-face-interac-
tions, but it cannot replace
them entirely. It is also impor-
tant that consultations are con-
ducted by qualified health
workers and that the privacy of

individuals’ health informa-
tion is maintained. 

The WHO guideline also
emphasized on the importance
of reaching vulnerable popu-
lations, and ensuring that dig-
ital health does not endanger
them in any way.

India, on its part has come
with a draft legislation, the
Digital Information Security in
Healthcare Act (DISHA) which
intends to ensure the confi-
dentiality and reliability of dig-
ital health data by regulating
how they are collected, stored,
transmitted, and used.

Rohit MA, co-founder
and Managing Director,
Cloudnine Group of Hospitals
too have a word of caution. As
per a report, he opined that
while Data protection and
patient privacy have been spo-
ken and been disused at sever-
al forums, India’s blooming
healthcare sector could become
a victim of its own success, if
it fails to ensure Data protec-
tion to its patients.

Despite all challenges, the
technology is all set to grow in
healthcare sector. “With India
as a market demanding better
healthcare facilities, the
telemedicine industry, consid-
ered to be a niche, is expected
to grow over 20 per cent and
cross $32 million by 2020,” says
the Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of
India (ASSOCHAM).
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Father of a victim in
Malegaon blast case and

Congress leader Tehseen
Poonawala wrote to the poll
body seeking to debar the can-
didature of Sadhvi Pragya
Singh Thakur from contesting
the Lok Sabha polls as she was
facing terror charges. Sadhvi
Pragya is contesting against
Congress leader Digvijay Singh
from Bhopal on BJP ticket. 

Sadhvi Pragya faces
charges in the 2008 Malegaon
blast case, but charges against
her under Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA) have been dropped
by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA). She was grant-
ed bail in 2017 on health
grounds. She spent nearly nine
years in jail and is currently out
on bail. Malegaon blast accused
Sadhvi Pragya Singh Thakur
joined the BJP on April 18,
2019. 

The Opposition leaders are
criticising the saffron party
for giving ticket to Sadhvi
Pragya. Meanwhile taking a
strong exception to the BJP
fielding her from Bhopal,
National Conference (NC)’s
Omar Abdullah on Thursday
said the BJP has given ticket to
a candidate who is not only an
accused in a terror case but is

also out on bail on health
grounds. Dubbing Thakur as
an innocent person, BJP
spokesperson GVL Narasimha
Rao  said she was tortured  and
its fight against the Congress
conspiracy to defame Hindu
religion by linking it to the ter-
rorism. He alleged that
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi had “masterminded”
this conspiracy, claiming that it
was meant to appease a minor-
ity community.

In a letter to the poll body,
Poonawalla said the
Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) had found
Thakur to be the “principal
conspirator” in the 2008
Malegaon blast in which six
people were killed.   Her name
has also cropped up in the
Ajmer Dargah blast case, he
said.  

“I would humbly request
the Election Commission of
India to take further necessary
steps to uphold the Model
Code of Conduct 2019 and take
appropriate action against
Sadhvi Pragya Singh Thakur
and debar her from contesting
elections,” the letter read.

Poonawalla further wrote
in the letter, “Thakur is cur-
rently facing charges under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and also
stands accused of murder,

attempt to murder, criminal
conspiracy, and of promoting
enmity between different
groups on ground of religion.
That the court had observed
that Sadhvi Pragya Singh
Thakur had planned the con-
spiracy with the aim to spread

terror and cause communal
crack in the society. The BJP is
fielding a terror accused as a
candidate in Bhopal.” 

Her (Pragya’s) medical
reports which were submitted
in Court exhibited said that she
is suffering from breast cancer

and is infirm, that she cannot
walk without support.
Nonetheless, she is now con-
testing elections. 

This is clearly indicated
misrepresentation and forged
ground of her bail, (sic)” his
complaint reads.

Poonawala  said on Twitter
that Pragya should not be
allowed to contest polls on the
same grounds applicable to
Hardik Patel, who is an accused
in a rioting and arson case dur-
ing the 2015 Patidar agitation.
“  “If Hardik Patel can be
barred, even Sadhvi Pragya
must be prevented from con-
testing. This is the duty of the
Election Commission. We can-
not have two rules. Moreover,
by stating this is a dharam
yudh, Sadhvi Pragya has vio-
lated the MCC. She was grant-
ed bail because she was unwell,”
Poonawalla tweeted.

Another application
against the Lok Sabha ticket
given to Pragya was filed by the
father of a Malegaon blast vic-
tim. In the application filed by
the victim’s father, he has ques-
tioned Sadhvi Pragya’s candi-
dature before the NIA court as
she was given bail on health
grounds. Sadhvi Pragya faces
charges in the Malegaon blast
case although charges under
MCOCA have been dropped
by NIA.

Saffron-clad Thakur (48),
with her trademark short hair
and sporting a rudraksh mala,
became the face of right wing
extremism after being arrested
by the Maharashtra Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) in the
2008 Malegaon blast case.
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Kerala Chief Electoral
Officer has recommended

“appropriate action” against
BJP State chief PS Sreedharan
Pillai for allegedly making
anti-Islam remarks during an
election campaign meeting in
Attingal Lok Sabha con-
stituency on April 14.

In his report to the
Election Commission, Kerala
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO)
Teeka Ram Meena said Pillai
made the remarks while coun-
tering the comments of
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, CPI(M) general sec-
retary Sitaram Yechury and
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on the number of
people killed during the
Balakot air strike.

“Our Rahul Gandhi,
Yechury, Pinarayi and all are
saying that, after getting there...
The dead bodies... Which
caste, which religion... If they
are Islam then there will be a
few signs... If only you remove
the dresses only then it can be
found out... So after doing all
that, we should come back is
what they say,” Pillai had said,
according to Meena’s report to
the poll body. 

Pillai made these remarks
during the poll campaign
meeting organised for BJP
candidate Sobha Surendran.

The CEO, in his report
dated April 16, said no per-
mission was taken for the BJP
meeting and a complaint has
been registered in the Attingal
police station in
Thiruvananthapuram district.

“It appears prima facie a
case of violation of Section
123(3A) and Section 125 of the

Representations of People Act,
1951. Accordingly, appropriate
action may be taken in the
matter,” Meena said in his
report sent to Deputy Election
Commissioner Sudeep Jain.

On Wednesday, the CEO
had informed the High Court
that strong action would be
taken against Pillai in the case.

A petition seeking a direc-
tive to the Election
Commission to take action
against Pillai was filed by
CPI(M) leader V Sivankutty.

The court disposed of the
petition in the light of the sub-
missions made by the Election
Commission. 
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Aman flung a shoe at BJP
leaders addressing a Press

conference at the party’s head-
quarters here on Thursday
with Rajya Sabha member GVL
Narasimha Rao narrowly miss-
ing the hit.

The intention of the man
for throwing the shoe could not
be ascertained initially but the
police, which let him go later in
the evening after sustained
interrogation, said it was to
gain media attention. The
attacker was identified as a doc-

tor from Kanpur.
The man was immediate-

ly bundled out by security
guards at the party office and
handed over to police. 

At the time of the incident,
BJP leaders Bhupendra Yadav
and GVL Narsimha Rao were
addressing the media with Rao
attacking the Congress for
defaming Hindus by foisting
“false cases” on Hindutva
activists, including 
Sadhvi Pragya Singh Thakur
who has been nominated as
party Lok Sabha candidate
from Bhopal. 

Several important political
leaders  domestically and inter-
nationally have been targeted
with the shoe like former
Finance Minister P
Chidambaram who was
attacked by a journalist Jarnail
Singh who accused the
Congress of playing 
a biased role in Sikh 
riot cases. 

US President George Bush
too was attacked with a shoe
when he was in Iraq. In fact, the
attacker threw two shoes on
Bush but both missed their
marks. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Thursday seized 145.89 kg of
gold jewellery worth �82.11
crore after searches conduct-
ed at multiple locations includ-
ing office-cum-residence of
Kailash Gupta, promoters of
Musaddilal Jewellers Pvt Ltd
(MJPL) at Hyderabad, the
firm’s showroom at Vijaywada
and other locations. 

Besides MJPL , the agency
also searched the residential
and business premises of
Pavan Agarwal (Partner Balaji
Gold), residence of Neel sun-
der Tharad (Proprietor of
Ashta Lakshmi Gold), office of
Chartered Accountant, Sanjay
Sarda in ongoing investigation
under the provisions of

Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA)
in a demonetisation case. 

ED initiated investigation
under PMLA on the basis of
FIR registered by Telangana
Police on the basis of com-
plaint  filed by Income Tax
Department against Kailash
Gupta, his sons and their com-
panies MJPL and Vaishnavi
Bullion Ltd. for conspiring
with certain bullion dealers,
chartered accountants and
close relatives by blatantly
misusing the scheme of
demonetisation by illegally
depositing huge amounts of
unaccounted demonetised
cash in their accounts, the ED
said.

For this purpose they
fraudulently created around
5,200 back dated fabricated

advance sale receipts dated
November, 2016, each for an
amount  less than �2 lakh to
avoid furnishing PAN details. 

During the course of
investigation, it was revealed
that immediately after
announcement of demoneti-
sation scheme, the accused
had illegally deposited �110.85
crores in their bank accounts
falsely claiming that within a
few hours they had received
advances of less than �2 lakh
each from more than 5,200
customers, on the night of
November 8, 2016, for pur-
chase of gold/jewellery from
their firms. 

All these invoices were
found to be bogus. Further,
analysis of CCTV footages of
their offices and that of the
neighbourhood revealed that

no such activity of purchase of
gold was carried out during
that period. 

It is further revealed that
those more than 5,200 invoic-
es dated November 8, 2016
were fraudulently raised on a
later date. 

Investigation under PMLA
revealed that illegally deposit-
ed unaccounted cash to the
tune of �110.85 crores in the
bank accounts of the accused
and their companies and sub-
sequently � 80 crores (approx)
was transferred to the bank
accounts of various Gold
Bullion dealers like Ashta
Lakshmi Gold, Shri Balaji
Gold among others in the
guise of purchase of gold. The
accused have admitted that
they had created fake sale
invoices. 
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In a historic verdict, the
Supreme Court has given a

ray of hope to people on death
row who develop “severe men-
tal illness” post-conviction,
saying their health condition
would now be a “mitigating”
factor for appellate courts for
sparing them from the gallows.

An accused could till now
take the plea of “legal insanity”
under the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) to avoid criminal pros-
ecution and the defence was
“made relatable to the moment
when the crime is committed”.

A three-judge Bench head-
ed by Justice NV Ramana
spared a condemned prisoner,
who has not been identified in

the verdict owing to his men-
tal condition.

He was given death penal-
ty in a barbaric rape and mur-
der of two minor cousins in
Maharashtra in 1999. 

It, however, took note of
“barbaric and brutal manner of
commission of the crime” and
awarded the jail term to the
convict for “remainder of his
life” with the direction to the
government to ensure proper
mental health care to him.

The Bench, also compris-
ing Justices MM
Shantanagoudar and Indira
Banerjee, was faced with “com-
plex questions” concerning
relationship between mental ill-
ness and crime and as to how
“culpability” of a convict can be

assessed if he develops mental
condition after the court finds
him guilty.

Delineating directions to
be followed by appellate courts
on sentencing mentally-ill
accused, the bench said: “The
post-conviction severe mental
illness will be a mitigating fac-
tor that the appellate Court, in
appropriate cases, needs to
consider while sentencing an
accused to death penalty.  

“The assessment of such
disability should be conducted
by a multi-disciplinary team of
qualified professionals (expe-
rienced medical practitioners,
criminologists etc), including
professional with expertise in
accused person’s particular
mental illness.”
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Apetition in the Supreme
Court has sought a direc-

tion that misquoting judicial
orders for electoral gains by
candidates and political office
bearers be declared a corrupt
practice under the
Representation of the People
Act. It has also sought a direc-
tion that the Election
Commission of \India (ECI)
should have power to refer
complaints against them for
seeking vote on the basis of reli-
gion, race, caste, community or
language to appropriate inves-
tigation agencies.

“Direct and declare the
Election Commission of India
has the power to reject the
nomination of contesting can-
didates and de-register the
political parties for seeking
vote on the basis of religion,
race, caste, community or lan-
guage,” said the plea, filed by
BJP leader and advocate
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay.

Besides the Centre, the
petition has arrayed the ECI as
a party.

Upadhyay has referred to a
recent statement given by
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi on apex court’s order in
the Rafale fighter jets case.

He has also referred to

another recent statement given
by BSP supremo Mayawati in
which she had allegedly asked
Muslim voters to vote for can-
didates of alliance partners —
SP, BSP and RLD — in Uttar
Pradesh.

The plea said that under
the Representation of the
People Act, appeal made on
grounds of religion, race, caste,
community or language and
promoting feelings of enmity
between different classes con-
stitute corrupt practice but it
can be questioned only by way
of election petition and the ECI
cannot order investigation even
when the Model Code of
Conduct is in force.

“Ironically, these provi-
sions will have application only
during period of election.
Moreover, there is no provision
to challenge the corrupt prac-
tice of candidate, who has lost
the election,” it said.

It said that in January 2010,
the ECI had proposed that the
Act should be amended to
curtail misuse of caste and
religion for electoral gain but
the government has done noth-
ing in this regard till date.

The plea said the govern-
ment has not taken steps to
implement recommendations
of the Law Commission’s 267th
report on hate speech.
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Jammu: Several migrant
Kashmiri Pandits could not
exercise their franchise as their
names were found missing
from the electoral roll at the
special polling stations set up
for Srinagar constituency in
Jammu during the second
phase of Lok Sabha elections.

Miffed at it, they raised slo-
gans against the administration
and the EC at several polling sta-
tions. “We came to the polling
station to cast our vote but
found our names missing from
the electoral roll. It is a denial of
our right to vote,” said Radha
Krishen Bhat, a migrant
Kashmiri Pandit from the
Chadoora segment of Srinagar
Lok Sabha constituency. 

Bhat said four members of
his family could not vote and
alleged that there was a con-
spiracy to deny the migrants
their right. Similarly, Mintoo
Mawa and four of his family
members, who hail from
Amira Kadal segment, had to
return without exercising their
franchise. PTI

Imphal: Voting was stalled in
two polling booths of Inner
Manipur Lok Sabha constituen-
cy. In one of the booths at
Kiyamgei Muslim Makha local-
ity in Imphal East, unidentified
men stormed into a polling sta-
tion around 11.30 am and broke
EVMs and VVPATs, claiming
“proxy voting” was being carried
out. In another booth in same
area, scuffle broke out  for derail-
ing the voting process.
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Jammu & Kashmir on
Thursday saw 43.4 per cent

turnout — lowest in the second
phase of Lok Sabha polls. 

Despite witnessing peace-
ful electioneering in the run up
to the second phase of polling
across Srinagar Parliamentary
seat, from where National
Conference Chief, Farooq
Abdullah, was seeking reelec-
tion, less than 15 per cent vot-
ers turned up at the polling
booths amid tight security
arrangements on Thursday. 

Former Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah accompanied
his father Farooq to the polling
booth in Srinagar and appealed
to the voters to come out in
large numbers to exercise their
right to franchise. 

Out of three districts, falling

with in the high profile Lok
Sabha constituency, Srinagar
recorded the lowest voter turn
out of 7.9 per cent till 6.00 pm
while Budgam recorded 17. 5
per cent polling and Ganderbal
recorded highest voter turn out
of 21.6 per cent voters.

Chief Electoral Officer,
J&K Shailendra Kumar in
Srinagar said, “The entire
polling process passed off
peacefully on two Lok Sabha
seats with the participation of
over 44 per cent electorate” . He
said, no major incident of  vio-
lence was reported during the
entire polling day in the state.

Over 70 per cent voters
came out to cast their votes in
Udhampur-Doda constituency
in a peaceful manner. Out of
five Assembly seats in Kathua
district, Kathua Assembly seat
recorded 80 per cent turnout

while Billawar and Hiranagar
Assembly constituencies
recorded over 73 and 76 per
cent voter turnout respectively.
Udhampur district also record-
ed over 72 per cent polling.

BJP’s sitting MP, Dr
Jitendra Singh is locked in a

close contest with
Vikramaditya Singh, the joint
candidate of Congress and
National Conference from the
seat.  The three landlocked dis-
tricts of Doda, Kishtwar and
Ramban too recorded over 
60 per cent polling. 
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Heads turned when 105-
year-old Kabaibai Ganpati

Kamble on Thursday reached
a polling station to cast her vote
in the Lok Sabha elections in
Maharashtra.

Seated on a wheelchair,
Kabaibai was accompanied by
her grown up children and
other fourth-generation rela-
tives to the polling station in
Harangul New Colony in Latur.
She was cheered by 
other voters who clapped 
for her.

Udhampur: A newly married couple, in
wedding attire, reached a polling booth of
Udhampur parliamentary constituency here
on Thursday, underlining the importance of
exercising one’s franchise.

The couple reached the polling booth in
a flower-decked sedan with groom Sourav
Sharma sporting a headgear and a cream
‘achkan’ over red churidars with his bride
Manisha, attired in a red ‘salwar-kameez’ and
donning gold jewellery.

Accompanied by friends and family
members, the couple stepped into the booth
hand-in-hand, surprising many standing in
the queue and exercised their franchise. They
instantly became a hit at the polling booth
with dozens of people and visiting journal-
ists clicking their pictures. PTI

Chennai: They lined up
patiently to cast their votes in
the blazing sun, 156 inmates of
a mental health centre here,
eager to participate in the elec-
toral process as polling was
held in 38 Lok Sabha seats in
Tamil Nadu on Thursday.

The inmates, including 56
women, exercised their fran-
chise in a booth exclusively set
up for them at the Institute of
Mental Hospital (IMH),
Kilpauk, probably the first time
such patients are voting in the
country.

The area comes under
Central Chennai constituency
where the main fight is between
former Union Minister and
DMK leader Dayanidhi Maran,
Sam Paul of PMK under the
AIADMK-BJP-PMK combine,

Kameela Nasser from Makkal
Needhi Maiam floated by actor
Kamal Haasan.

After casting his vote, a 37-
year-old man, battling schizo-
phrenia for the last seven years,
said when he stood near the
electronic voting machine, he
reminisced about the 2001
assembly elections, the last
time he voted.

“I felt special. I am very
happy to vote,” he said. He was
all praise for students of a local
city college (Loyola College) and
Election Commission officials
for conducting awareness pro-
grammes and mock polls on the
hospital premises ahead of elec-
tions. IMH Director P Poorna
Chandrika was elated over the
exercise being conducted in
the hospital. PTI
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In an ominous sign a State
that traditionally witnesses

80-plus percentage polling saw
little above 70 per cent voters
exercising their voting rights
indicating the remaining vast
majority of the electorate must
have stayed back home on
account of pre-electoral threats
or simply out of disgust,
pesphologists said.

Otherwise the polling on
Thursday was less violent com-
pared to what it happens on
normal times in Bengal with
only one MP candidate being
attacked and his car shattered
by miscreants and “only in a
few places” voters were stopped

from voting in the initial hours
leading to skirmishes 
leading several persons includ-
ing a Bangla television jour-
nalist injured.

Chopra a place in Raiganj
constituency adjoining Bihar
witnessed sporadic violence
bombing by alleged Trinamool
Congress miscreants who
reportedly stopped voters from
going to the booth. 

Subsequent it needed a
road blockade by them for the
Election Commission to wake
up and rush central forces to
the spot — after four long
hours — by which time 
several persons including a
tele journalist was badly
clubbed.
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Nearly two years ago, when
Srinagar voted in a Lok

Sabha bypoll, Farooq Ahmed
Dar was used as a ‘human
shield’ to ensure safe passage
for Army jawans as they came
under intense stone-pelting,
but now he finds himself post-
ed on election duty.

“Farooq Ahmad Dar is
working on consolidated terms
as sweeper in the Health
Department. He has been post-
ed on election duty,” said
Budgam Chief Medical Officer
Nazir Ahmad.

In 2017, a picture of Dar
tied to the bonnet of an army
jeep splashed across the front

pages of newspaper, invoking
sharp but divided reactions.

Investigations later found
he was on his way to his sister’s
place for a condolence meet
after casting his vote in the
bypoll on April 9, 2017, when
the army picked him up and
tied him with ropes, parading
him through nearly 28 villages.

“What was my mistake?
Going to the polling booth and
casting my ballot?” Dar had
told PTI in a video interview
last year. At this village, near-
ly 40 kms from the Srinagar
city, where Dar was tied to the
army jeep, the incident is still
fresh in the minds of the locals. 

After the polls opened at
the Utligam polling station,

only two of the registered 1,016
voters had cast the ballots in the
first 100 minutes. The residents
allege the stone-pelting was in
response to the “unprovoked
harassment” of the locals by the
Army officer and the “vandal-
ism” by the troops.

“It was the Army personnel
who went berserk and started

beating up people and broke
window panes of many houses
that day. The youngsters were
infuriated and retaliated by pelt-
ing them with stones,” Nazir
Ahmad, a local resident said.

Ahmad admits the stone-
pelting was very intense, which
probably forced Major Leetul
Gogoi to catch hold of Dar and
use him as a human shield.

“He is not even from our
village. He is from Cheill-Brass
village, 15 kilometres from
here. That incident has brought
only unwanted attention from
all sides to our village. If we
vote, it is a problem and if we
do not vote, it is a problem,” he
said. Mohammad Aslam,
another villager, said the police

picked up 22 youths from the
village over the past couple of
days without any charge.

“Most of them are labour-
ers and students. We are least
bothered about if any one
comes to vote or not. We have
formed a committee to ensure
there is law and order problem
in our village this time because
we are concerned about our
boys,” he said.

There is a sense of deja vu
among some residents here. A
young woman died on
Thursday morning due to brain
hemorrhage. “You would not
have been able to come here
had it not been for the death of
the woman this morning. The
scenes here would have been

different,” said a youth, who
wished not to be named, indi-
cating that disturbance in the
area was planned.

As this PTI reporter trav-
elled to Cheill-Brass, a remote
village just at the foot of the
mighty mountain, Dar was not
at his home. “He has gone for
election duty,” his mother Fazi
Begum told PTI.

She said Dar was appoint-
ed as a daily wage employee in
the State Health Department
and has been on election duty
since Wednesday. Asked if the
eligible members of her family
had cast their votes, Fazi Begum
said, “I almost lost my son due
to voting two years ago. Do you
think we will go to vote again?”
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Chennai: While GPS-fitted
vehicles are deployed to trans-
port poll materials like 
EVMs in the State, such tech-
nology  or vehicles do not
always help; especially when it
comes to hilly terrains of Tamil
Nadu to send across election
paraphernalia. 

Particularly, where there
are no roads to reach hamlets
on hill tops — leave alone
motorable ones — the chal-
lenge is more pronounced and

carrying EVMs, and control
units within the stipulated time
frame is no mean task.

A slew of such remote vil-
lages are spread across Tamil
Nadu including those atop hills
in the districts of Dharmapuri,
Dindigul, Erode, Namakkal,
and Theni with voters ranging
between 300 and 1,100 in a
given polling station.

Several booths in remote
locations like Kottur in the
Pennagaram region of

Dharmapuri and hamlets on
Bothamalai in Namakkal pose
the challenge of rocky terrain too.

To surmount the challenge,
poll officials loaded election
materials — neatly packed in
gunny bags — on donkeys
and ponies and they carried
some of the luggage on their
heads to reach the designated
polling stations and the ardous
journey was in the range of 9
to 11 kilometers on the hills.

Vellakkevi and

Pallathukadu in the Kodaikanal
hill ranges (Dindigul),
Kathiripatti (Erode) and
Kedamalai (Namakkal) were
among the hilly villages officials
reached overcoming the chal-
lenges with the help of donkeys
and ponies.

Also, some villages like
Vellakkevi are located amid
dense forests and poll officials
were assisted by the anti-naxal
police personnel to reach the
hamlets. PTI 
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Close to 400 of the 30,164
polling stations in the 14

Lok Sabha seats in Karnataka
where voting was held on
Thursday were staffed exclu-
sively by women, an official
said on Thursday.

“The 393 ‘sakhi’ (women’s)
booths were staffed by 10
women, including 4 polling
personnel, 3 assistants and 3
constables, with two outside
and one inside the booth,”
Karnataka Chief Electoral
Officer Sanjiv Kumar told
IANS here.

The maximum number of
sakhi booths — 130 — were in
Bangalore’s 3 parliamentary
seats, followed by 46 in
Bangalore Rural, 45 in 
Udupi-Chikamagalur, 34 in
Mysore, 30 in Chikkaballapur,
28 in Mandya, 22 in 
Tumkur, 20 in Dakshina
Kannada, 14 in Hassan and 12
each in Chitradurga 
and Kolar.

“The objective of all-

women’s booths is to empow-
er them and demonstrate their
capability to conduct free and
fair polling as in the case of
men,” said Kumar.

Both men and women are
allowed to vote in the all-
women’s booths.

Akola: A voter on Thursday
smashed the electronic voting
machine (EVM) while casting
his vote in Akola Lok Sabha
constituency in Maharashtra.

The incident occurred at
around 1 p.m. at the Balapur
polling station no. 29 where
polling was underway for the
second phase of elections in 10
Lok Sabha seats in the state,
said an Election Commission
official.

The voter, Shrikrishna
Ghyare, was taken into custody.
The motive behind the action
was not immediately known,
police said.

On the fate of the votes
already cast, the EC official
explained that the Ghyare had
only broken the ballotting unit
(BU). The control unit (CU) or
the VVPAT which were sta-
tioned a feet away with the elec-
tion officials were safe.

“We have the complete
record of the votes cast earlier
in that EVM. There is no prob-
lem on that count,” an EC
official explained. The author-
ities arranged for an alternative
BU which was attached to the
existing CU and VVPAT, and
the voting was resumed short-
ly thereafter. IANS
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In his first leg of election tour
to northern Karnataka

(which will go to polls in the
second leg on April 23)  Prime
Minister Modi mocked the
Congress-JD(S) coalition
Government in Karnataka. In
his election rallies at Bagalakote
and  Chikkodi on Thursday
Modi blasted Congress and
said vote for majbhoot sarkaar
not for majboor sarkaar .
Fourteen North Karnataka
constituencies will go to polls
on April 23 and the BJP is
anticipating Modi wave will
increase their seats taking head
on the coalition partners. 

Hitting out at the Congress
over its promise to “remove”
Armed Forces Special Powers
Act (AFSPA), he said, it wants
those pelting stones to file
false cases on soldiers and they
roam in courts. 

“The Congress also wants

to give free hand to those
indulging in desh droh (anti-
national activities). By
announcing it will end sedition
law. The Congress has made it
clear what its intentions are.
Will you support such danger-
ous intentions? Will you sup-
port those committing such
sins? Will you teach a lesson to
the Congress?

“These mahamilavati’s are
neither for jawans nor kisans
(farmers),” he said. During the
Congress and mahamilavat
Government, three types of
development can take place –
development (vikas) of a few
families, development 
of middle men and and devel-
opment of price hike, 
Modi said. 

He asked the crowd, “Are
you happy with the firmness I
have worked? Are you happy?
We entered inside Pakistan
and hit (terrorists) are you
happy? Do we have to take
revenge for the killing of our
jawans or not? Do you trust
Army on their bravery? The
Congress don’t believe our
brave and believe in Pakistan’s
evidences. 

Modi mocked the “never
ending drama” marked by
revenge and emotion that char-
acterised the Congress-JD(S)
coalition Government headed
by HD Kumaraswamy. 

“If you want to see majboot
sarkaar look towards Delhi,
and if you want to see majboor

sarkaar look towards
Bengaluru,” Modi said.

“After every few days,
weeks, at any rally or press con-
ference emotion is flowing.
Do you think of Karnataka like
this?,” Modi asked the crowd,
apparently taking a dig at
Kumaraswamy who has shed
tears publicly quite often —
once about being helpless as
head of the Congress-JDS
coalition.

He said Congress had
claimed in its manifesto that
making Pakistan agree that its

citizens were involved in the
Mumbai terror attack was a
major achievement. But
Pakistan despite agreeing that
the perpetrators were its citi-
zens still carried out bomb
explosions and even threatened
India about nuclear bomb.

Modi took on
Kumaraswamy for saying that
the matter of airstrike on ter-
ror camps in Pakistan in
Balakot should not be 
overpublicised “fearing that
the vote bank bank would get
angry.”

Mumbai: Industrialist Mukesh
Ambani and billionaire banker
Uday Kotak have endorsed the
candidature of Congress leader
Milind Deora from the
Mumbai South Lok Saba con-
stituency, where polling is slat-
ed on April 29.

The backing of Ambani,
Reliance Industries Limited
chairman, to the Congress
leader comes at a time when
the party has been unrelenting
in attack on his industrialist-
brother Anil Ambani over the
Rafale deal.

In a video shared by Deora,
former Union Minister, on his
Twitter page, Ambani says
“Milind is the man for South
Mumbai”, while Kotak eulo-
gises the Mumbai Congress
chief for “truly representing the
Mumbai connection”.

Deora said he was “hum-
bled” by the support from
Ambani, Kotak and also other
small businessmen and traders.

“I’m very proud. I’m equal-
ly proud that I’m being
endorsed by paanwalas, small
traders, Deora said. “Milind is
the man for south
Mumbai...Having represented

South Bombay for 10 years, I
believe Milind has in depth
knowledge of social, econom-
ic and cultural eco-system of
the south Bombay constituen-
cy,” says Ambani in the video.

Kotak said he “genuinely”
felt that Deora is able to relate
to Mumbaikars. “And his fam-
ily has been associated with
Mumbai for a long time...Milind
truly represents Mumbai ka
connection,” Kotak says.

The video also features
small entrepreneurs and
traders, who are seen praising
and backing Deora. A state-
ment issued by Deora’s office
said he is being supported by
“all quarters” of trade and busi-
ness in Mumbai South con-
stituency. Deora thanked the
industrialists and traders’ bod-
ies for their “overwhelming”
support to him.

“In the last five years,
industry and trade, an integral
part of the spirit of Mumbai,
lost its voice in the Parliament.
I am humbled by the support
given by stalwarts like Shri
Ambani and Shri Kotak,” the
statement quoted Deora as
saying. PTI

Badaun: In a veiled attack on
the BJP, Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
said if his party is voted to
power, indebted farmers will
not be sent to jails. 

Addressing an election
rally at Dataganj under Aonla
parliamentary constituency
here, he said, “Businessmen
who took loans amounting to
thousands of crores were
allowed to flee the country
instead of sending them to jail.
While the farmers who took
loans of Rs 20,000 and were

unable to pay, were sent to jail.   
“Now, this will not happen,

until and unless the big default-
ers are sent to jail, not a single
farmer will be sent to jail. As
soon as our Government is
formed, the farmers will not be
sent to jail for non-payment of
loans,” Rahul asserted. 

He said the Congress after
forming Government in
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
fulfilled its promise of farm
loan waivers. “We will not
allow two ‘Hindustans’ to come
up in the country,” he said. 

Attacking the SP and the
BSP, the Congress leader said,
“Did the SP and BSP ever say
chowkidar chor hai? No, because
their keys are with Modi.” Rahul
also hit out at the Modi-led
Central Government for its
poor showing in generating
employment in the country. 

He claimed that unem-
ployment ratio, under the Modi
dispensation, was the highest in
the last 45 years. 

“By demonetisation, Modi
took away people’s money. Now,
Congress will snatch the same
money and deposit it in the
accounts of poor people,” he
said. Referring to the minimum
income guarantee scheme
‘NYAY’ proposed by the
Congress, Gandhi said, “Once
the Congress government is
formed, it will ensure an annu-
al income of Rs 72,000. PTI

Azamgarh: Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav owns
assets worth over Rs 37 crore
together with his wife Dimple,
according to his poll affidavit
filed on Thursday.

The former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister has declared
moveable property worth Rs
7.9 crore and immovable assets
worth Rs 16.90 crore, in the
affidavit submitted with the
nomination paper.

His wife Dimple has
declared Rs 3.68 crore worth
movable properties and immov-
able assets of Rs 9.30 crore.
Akhilesh’s income has decreased
to Rs 84.83 lakh in financial year
2017-2018, when compared to
Rs 1.25 crore in 2013-14. His
wife Dimple Yadav’s income,
however, has increased. While in
the 2013-14 financial year, her
annual income was Rs 28,31,838,
in 2017-18 it increased to Rs

61,16,108.
As per the affidavit,

Akhliesh has Rs 3.91 lakh cash
in hand while Dimple has Rs
4,03,743 cash in hand. Akhilesh
owns a cellular phone worth Rs
76,000, furniture of Rs 17,085
and exercise equipment worth
over Rs 5.34 lakh, while wife
Dimple has jewellery items
including gold, diamond, pearl
worth Rs 59.76 lakh and com-
puter of Rs 1.25 lakh. PTI
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Thursday asked the voters
notto vote for the CPI(M) or
the Congress as neither of
them would beable to form
Government in the Centre.

“Don’t waste your votes by
giving them to the CPI(M)
which is almostinvisible in
Bengal and the Congress which
will not be able to formthe
Government on its own in the
Centre,” Banerjee told a crowd
at Samsi in North Malda con-
stituency.

She said the Congress
should not be the natural choice
of the secular Bengalis because

“this party is now being backed
by the RSS. They are taking the
help from the RSS to win elec-
tions in Bengal. So they should
be rejected by you.”

Besides, “Congress will not
be able to form Government in
Centre. It is the regional parties
that will form the Government
in Delhi and if you want Bengal
and the Trinamool Congress to
take the lead in the national
scene then I will ask you not to
vote for the TMC so that we can
send 42 MPs from this State to
form the Government with other
regional parties,” Banerjee said.

Attacking the Narendra
Modi Government for ped-
dling lies Banerjee said “this
Chowkidar (Modi) used to call

himself Chaiwalla (tea ven-
dor) earlier on. Then he
promised Rs 15 lakh in every
bank account and 10 crore
jobs in five years. But now hav-
ing failed to do so he has
changed his garb and has reap-
peared as Chowkidar (watch-
man),” Banerjee said adding
“many people call him a thief
(Chor) but I call him a liar who
lies to the people to win votes.”

On National Register for
Citizens (NRC), Banerjee said,
“they are invoking NRC in
Assam to drive away 22 lakh
Hindu Bengalis and 23 lakh
Muslims but now we will
invoke NBC or ‘national bidaye
(farewell) certificate for the
BJP after this election.”

Vanthli: Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
said Minimum Support Prices
(MSP) would also be
announced in the separate
farmers’ budget which his
party’s manifesto has promised.

Addressing a campaign
rally at Vanthli in Junagadh dis-
trict, he also accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of
applying different rules to the
rich and the poor.

“If the Congress comes to
power, the country will have
two budgets. One will be
national budget and another
farmers’ budget. “In the farm-

ers’ budget we will announce
MSP for various crops in
advance so that farmers know
what they will get. We will
(also) announce the amount of
insurance (premium) payable
(by farmers) and what the
would farmers get,” he said.

The Modi Government
was ready to waive loans of rich
industrialists but not those of
farmers, he said. “We will not
allow formation of two Indias.
If we have one flag, then we
should have one nation. If
Ambani gets justice, farmers
should also get justice,” Rahul
said. PTI
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday claimed

that the NDA Government has
restricted terrorist activities to
only “two-and-a-half ” dis-
tricts in Jammu & Kashmir 
while not a single bomb blast
was reported from anywhere
else in the country in the last
five years.

Addressing an election
rally in farmer-stressed Amreli
in Saurashtra region in
Gujarat, the Prime Minister
said: “No bomb blast took
place anywhere in India in the
last five years. We have been
able to contain terrorism to
just two-and-a-half districts in
Jammu & Kashmir.”

Referring to Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
recent statement that
Islamabad had tried to reach
out to India after the Balakot
air strike, Modi taunted him
that he “had to make a public
request to us to pick up the
phone”.

Modi said he had not
come to Gujarat for an elec-
tion rally but to thank the peo-
ple of the state from whom he
trained to take on the larger
role of the Prime Minister.
“My grooming in Gujarat
helped me to deal with the
long Doklam standoff with
China” in 2017, the Prime
Minister said.

He said the previous
Congress Governments had
deliberately delayed the Sardar
Sarovar Project, and led to the
suffering of the people in the
perennially drought-prone
regions of Gujarat. If the pro-
ject had completed 40 years
ago, the things would have
been much better.
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In 1989, there was a huge anticipation
and excitement about a new way to
play video games. All this excitement
and anticipation was the result of the
marketing campaign behind the

“Power Glove”, a wearable glove that would
serve as a controller in video game consoles.
The “Power Glove” was featured and
referred to in feature films, found on bill-
boards and plastered almost everywhere.
Ask about it today though and you are like-
ly to get blank, confused stares. This
because, while the marketing campaign was
admirable, the product was completely dis-
connected from what the consumers want-
ed. Overall, it was just not a great product.

Fast forward to 2019 and you have the
Prime Minister of the world’s largest democ-
racy encouraging his followers to buy T-
shirts with the slogan “Main Bhi Chowkidar.”
Not just that, this election season has seen
Prime Minister Modi repeatedly post, com-
ment, retweet and actively promote the sale
of products with either his name written on
them or with the latest consumer-friendly
slogan of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
How did we get here? 

In an era of social media, more atten-
tion is being given to the cover of the book
than the book itself and there is greater focus
on selling; nowhere is this more exemplified
than in the case of the BJP. Today, we have
Prime Minister Modi’s name on T-shirts,
mugs and even notebooks. Even in the BJP’s
own manifesto, the Prime Minister’s face can
be seen with HD clarity while the everyday
people whom he is meant to serve are mere-
ly a low-quality backdrop. It will be apt to
give a summary of the past five years, where
the Prime Minister and the BJP’s machin-
ery spent all the time managing the image
of a single man and forgot about the mil-
lions of people who elected him to serve
them. 

Now, we have a channel with no licence
that is focussed on him and a movie where
the actor, who plays the Prime Minister, will
also, unsurprisingly, be one of the chief cam-
paigners of the BJP. Currently, the movie is
not allowed to be released in theatres due
to a directive by the Election Commission.
However, there is no denying that we have
all been handed a ticket to this theatre of the
absurd.

It’s hard to get around without having
seen a photo of Modi staring back at you.
While it is important for India to maintain
the right of every person, including the
Prime Minister, to engage in marketing to
the extent permitted under the law and to
not restrict the freedom of expression of any
individual, this megalomaniacal approach
towards any personality is worrisome. Even
North Korea, whose obsession with its lead-
ers is often a subject of parody, doesn’t have
a dedicated channel for its supreme leader.
The reason why this trend should be
checked is because a large amount of
money is spent by the BJP on advertising and

promoting the Prime Minister.
The practice of asking for votes
in the name of Modi rather than
the BJP undermines our parlia-
mentary system.

In 2014, for example, when
this tactic was initially
employed, most voters did not
even know the individuals who
were contesting the Lok Sabha
elections in their constituency.
Instead, all that the voters were
sold was the image of one man
who would solve all their prob-
lems. Unfortunately, this story
unravelled dramatically over
the past five years. 

India is a parliamentary
democracy, which means that in
the Centre and States, the party
with the greatest representation
in India’s Parliament forms the
Government and picks one per-
son as the Prime Minister or the
Chief Minister. The reason this
system particularly makes sense
for India is that we are a vibrant
country. This vibrancy is not
only in terms of all that is good
in our country like the different
cuisines, cultures and the peo-
ple but also vibrant in the sense
that each region has different
needs and different require-
ments, depending on the con-
stituents of a particular con-
stituency. 

I have heard certain people
say that they want Modi at the
Centre even if they don’t believe
their MP is capable of represent-

ing their constituency effec-
tively. Such an approach goes
against the entire ethos of par-
liamentary democracy. Prime
Minister Modi may promise the
moon and the stars (and he
often does). However, at the end
of the day, it is the local parlia-
mentarian who is required to
raise local issues that can be dis-
cussed and debated in
Parliament. 

Take the example of getting
a new hospital built or the
opening of a new Central uni-
versity. It is not as if the Prime
Minister will help get your hos-
pital built. As the Prime
Minister, Modiji is required to
ensure that the parliamentarians
whom he leads, serve their con-
stituents by raising the issues of
each constituency in Parliament. 

Ideally, he should also give
credit to such parliamentarians
for any work done so that they
continue to serve their con-
stituents and, therefore, as a
whole, the nation moves for-
ward. However, we hardly hear
Prime Minister Modi talking
about anyone other than him-
self. In fact, do you even remem-
ber a time when he compli-
mented a particular parliamen-
tarian during his speeches? You
would be hard pressed to find
an example. 

Instead, Prime Minister
Modi has ensured that he
deflects blame for everything

that goes wrong — corruption,
unemployment, demonetisa-
tion, loss of lives due to terror
attacks. And at the same time,
he is the quickest to take cred-
it when there’s a whiff of 
success. 

The mugs, the T-shirts, the
movie and the radio shows
among others — they are all the
hallmarks of a man who has
made it quite clear that the only
thing he has on his mind is him-
self. Therefore, if India wants to
truly progress and move for-
ward, it needs to reject this idea
that any one man can be a
panacea for all that ails our
country. 

We must remember that the
parliamentary form of
Government works for India
because it helps highlight the
varying nature of issues our very
diverse country faces. While
there is no denying that a Prime
Minister fulfills a crucial role in
this system, he must also
remember that he is the first
among equals. If Prime Minister
Modi does not grasp this fun-
damental rule of democracy, it
is likely his tenure, too, like the
“Power Glove”, will serve as a
lesson for future generations:
Even the best marketing cam-
paigns can’t fix a flawed prod-
uct.

(The writer is Jharkhand
PCC president, former MP and
IPS officer. Views are personal) $����	��	��
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Sir — The cancellation of the
Vellore Lok Sabha election after
huge amounts of cash were recov-
ered from a godown in the parlia-
mentary constituency is not a new
poll time malfunction. Nor is it the
first time that the Election
Commission (EC) has counter-
manded polls in Tamil Nadu.
The RK Nagar bypoll was post-
poned not long ago for the same
reason. Looks like politics has
become a channel to mint money.
A culture of corruption and
bribery has taken deep roots in the
State. This is not fair for a democ-
racy. Perhaps the EC could have
taken a decision earlier in the
month when the first evidence of
rampant cash distribution sur-
faced. It can’t be leaden-footed.

Sravana Ramachandran
Chennai
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Sir — After being pulled up by the
Supreme Court for not taking
action against politicians spread-
ing communal and hate speech-
es during the Lok Sabha cam-
paigning, the Election

Commission (EC) has regained
its teeth. For now, it has barred
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, Bahujan Samaj
Party leader Mayawati from cam-
paigning because of their remarks
with a decidedly communal con-
notation. Specifically, it was
Adityanath’s “Ali and Bajrangbali”
remark at a Meerut rally and
Mayawati’s appeal to Muslim vot-
ers, asking them to vote for the

SP-BSP alliance and not the
Congress in Saharanpur and
Bareilly, that irked the top court.

In the aftermath of the apex
court’s warning, the EC invoked its
extraordinary powers to temporar-
ily ban four political leaders from
campaigning — Adityanath, SP
leader Azam Khan, (both barred
for 72 hours) Union Minister
Maneka Gandhi and Mayawati
(both barred for 48 hours). The top

court rightly observed: “Seems
like the Election Commission has
woken up and found its powers.”

Citizens have generally wel-
comed the decision but will a ban
for two to three days stop other
leaders from making provocative
speeches? Already, Congress
leader Navjot Singh Sidhu has
stoked controversy by urging
Muslim voters of a Lok Sabha
constituency in Bihar to vote en

bloc and defeat (Prime Minister)
Narendra Modi.

Further, even after the ban,
Adityanath iterated the “green
virus” comment, which is a refer-
ence to the Muslims.
Unmistakable is the communal
polarisation, the wider phenom-
enon that transcends the unchar-
itable remarks. 

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“A winning team?” (April 17).
Howsoever strong a team is, it all
depends upon how it performs on
the D-day. Since one-day cricket
is such an unpredictable game that
anything can happen at the last
few overs, one cannot indulge in
guessing. A favourite team can
turn otherwise in a matter of few
overs. While one can hope that the
Indian team will perform better,
victory or defeat depends on the
way the game turns out on the day
of the play. 

VS Jayaraman
Chennai
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Amid the surge of demagogues and rab-
ble-rousers of far-right across the globe
in the recent past, the coming of Senor
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador as the
newly-elected President of Mexico has

broken new ground in the Western hemisphere.
Elected as the leader of the National Regeneration
Movement (MORENA), which was founded by
Lopez Obrador following two failed attempts in 2006
and 2012 elections as a candidate of broad Left coali-
tions, he had earlier headed the federal district
Government of Mexico city. Like the US presiden-
tial election, Mexico, too, elects its President in July
every six years and the President-elect assumes office
on the first of December. Obrador was sworn in as
Mexican President in December 2018.

Having taken charge of the Government and
in pursuance of his campaign promises, Obrador
has not moved to the presidential palace, has halved
his own salary in the proposed Budget and also
declared that he won’t allow anyone else to get more
than him. Change can be brought about — during
his campaigns, he promised to “combat corruption”
and maintain an “austere Government.” Other assur-
ances include more students’ scholarship and pen-
sion to senior citizens, which can be financed by “cut-
ting grafts.” He flies in commercial airlines and put
the presidential plane on sale. As the district
Government head earlier, he had adopted several
policies that benefitted vulnerable sections, infirm,
poor women and aged population. 

Instead of occupying luxurious presidential
palace, he has started working from nearly a cen-
tury-old national palace — the official seat of power
— and has continued living at his private home. He
strongly believes that neo-liberal policies have ben-
efitted a “minority of the population” while “impov-
erishing a great majority.” Significantly, a century after
the 1910 revolution — the first landmark in the polit-
ical history of Mexico after it gained independence
from Spanish colonial rule in 1822 — Obrador has
become the first one who had begun as a protest
leader but within the folds of the Institutional
Revolutionary Party (PRI), Spanish Partido
Revolucionario Institucional, which had controlled
all levers of power for seven long decades since its
formation in 1929. 

Paradoxically, the Mexican political system was
bizarre as it didn’t permit the incumbent to have a
second term, but he was empowered to select his
successor who would be the ruling party’s nomi-
nee in the ensuing election. Once in power, the new
President would nominate his candidates for the next
gubernatorial election and likewise, new Mayors
would be hand-picked nominees of incumbent
Governors. Everything was fine-tuned with ground
support of consensus manufactured through local
branches of cross-sectional wings of the ruling PRI. 

The first crack in this electoral machine
appeared during the 1988 election when
Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas challenged this nomination
process. Echoing the feelings of the growing mid-
dle class, Cárdenas — a former Governor and also
the son of a former but revered President who had
nationalised petroleum sector way back in 1934 and
redistributed land to the poor peasants — assert-
ed that the PRI-managed system was no longer in
sync with a modern country of urban profession-
als. Although PRI-sponsored candidates won the
election, the then President Carlos Salinas de Gortari

read the writing on the wall and initiat-
ed measures to cleanse the system, includ-
ing setting up of an autonomous Election
Commission and ensuring proportional
representation of parties in Parliament.
Measures were also taken to withdraw dis-
cretionary powers of bureaucracy, medi-
ated by the party, which resulted in the rul-
ing party’s loosening grip over the patron-
age network.  

The beneficiary of these reforms was
the main Opposition party, National
Action Party (PAN), which had started
gaining foothold in the northern States
bordering the US. For quite long, peo-
ple from these States would enter the
American market as illegal immigrants
to work and upon their return, would
start grumbling over the dysfunctional
drainage, primary health care, schools
and broken roads among others. No
wonder, simmering discontentment led
to the defeat of PRI in these States. The
influence of PAN gradually spread from
winning a few seats in the lower house
of Parliament to capturing seven of total
31 States by the late 1990s. The disen-
chantment with the PRI was also deep-
ened with the coming of the North
American Free Trade Treaty (NAFTA)
between Mexico, the US and Canada in
1991, which saw the coming of a large
number of maquiladora (assembling
plants owned mostly by Americans
where goods are assembled and export-
ed back to the US) in the border
Mexican States. It was a win-win situa-
tion for both: US manufacturers would
gain by cheap Mexican labour and later
would be happy with the availability of
jobs nearer home and it would further
expand the volume of Mexican exports
to the US. In the bargain, however, more
than a million formal jobs were lost

under the new economic policies that
culminated in a near financial collapse
in the mid-1990s. 

Eventually, all this led to the defeat of
the longest ruling party in the 2000 pres-
idential election. Incidentally, the year
2000 also turned out to be watershed for
President Obrador Manuel when he
broke away from the PRI. He was earlier
the head of PRI in his home State of
Tabasco. First, he, along with Cárdenas,
the rebel hero of 1988, joined the Left-ori-
ented democratic revolutionary party
(PRD) but subsequently switched over to
a protest movement MRM, which he
founded to mobilise students and youths
against “political corruption” and “electoral
fraud” and won the district election.
MORENA became a political party in
2014 only and is now in control of both
the Houses.

Vicente Fox, a former boss of Coco-
Cola empire in Mexico, was the biggest
beneficiary of the changing contours of
economics and social matrix triggered by
NAFTA. During his six-year rule, he
realised that reforming the system was not
straight as was winning the 2000 presiden-
tial election. Most of his reform-orient-
ed legislations couldn’t pass through
both the Houses of Parliament that
remained under control of the old guards
of PRI and the PAN; though Fox won with
its support but remained at loggerheads
with this party. In a country where the
President has always been seen as the most
powerful force, people got frustrated
with a perforce lameduck incumbent, who
sought to follow procedural niceties
aimed at bringing durable change. As a
result, Fox lost and the main Opposition,
PAN, won the next election in 2006. But
PRI returned to power again in 2012.

During the last six years, the linger-

ing crises over dealings with drug,
endemic violence and pervasive corrup-
tion, where the last PRI President
Enrique Peña Nieto himself was seen
involved thoroughly, disillusioned the
voters. Above all, President Pena could-
n’t manage Central American refugee
crises. Interestingly, erecting a huge bor-
der wall and that, too, financed by the
Mexican Government to prevent the
influx of Mexican and Central
American immigrants to the US was a
persistent campaign theme of Donald
Trump. Prospects of deportation of 10-
12 million Mexican illegal immigrants
are already looming large. The total pop-
ulation of Mexico is 140 million. 

Perforce decades of civil war and left-
ist insurgency in Guatemala (Mexico’s
southern neighbour), El Salvador and
Honduras and its disastrous economic fall-
outs mismanaged by marauder regimes
in these Central American countries, a
caravan of refugees has recently marched
through Mexico and is now lodged in
tents at the US border. Paradoxically, its
powerful northern neighbour has always
remained a factor for Mexican patricians
and plebeians alike as goes an old
Mexican maxim: “We may be far from
God but not from the US.” 

Meanwhile, Obrador has signed
agreements with these countries to chalk
out a long term “development plan”, cre-
ating jobs and has also allocated $2 bil-
lion in his first budget for this purpose.
The outcome of any long term plan takes
years, so it would mean nothing to the
impatient American President.
Nevertheless, it does indicate a lot to both
Mexicans and its impoverished southern
neighbours.

(The writer is former faculty member
of Indian Institute of Public Administration)
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Paedophilia is a psychiatric dis-
order where an adult experi-
ences an exclusive sexual attrac-

tion to pre-pubescent children. Being
a mental disorder, those suffering
from paedophilia need mental health
support. The brains of paedophiles
aren’t ‘wired’ correctly, causing them
to get sexually attracted towards chil-
dren. They have a brain malfunction
that can hardly be corrected, though
there are therapies that can reduce
the recurrence of a sick person com-
mitting child sexual abuse. 

Recently, two minor Hindu girls
from Sindh were abducted and
transported to Rahim Yar Khan
from Ghotki in south-east Pakistan.
The two minors were then forceful-

ly converted to (their version of)
Islam before being married to
Muslim men. 

In the videos circulating on
social media, the father and broth-
er of the girls can be seen crying
hoarse, saying that the girls were
abducted and forced to change their
religion. However, in another clip,
the minor girls appeared to give their
statements that they accepted Islam
on their own free will. The Pakistani
media, too, tried to defend the cul-
prits, saying that the minor girls had
embraced Islam out of free will and
that they consented to their marriage
with willingness and choice.

Due to the Indian Government’s
protests, the matter was referred to
the court on April 2. The Islamabad
High Court formed a five-member
Commission to probe the alleged
abduction, forced conversion and
marriage of the girls. Its members
included Pakistani Human Rights
Minister Shireen Mazari and
Chairperson of the National
Commission on the Status of
Women, Khawar Mumtaz.

It was reported that the girls and

their alleged spouses sought court
protection. The girls also allegedly
said that they belonged to a Hindu
family of Ghotki, a small town in
Sindh and converted willfully as
they were impressed by Islamic
teachings. 

It is amply clear that the state-
ment of the girls has been given
under duress and no sane person
can buy the theory that the minor
girls, aged 13 and 15, have sufficient
maturity and decision-making
capacity to understand, comprehend
or judge the teaching and traditions
of the two religions. Can they make
a comparative view of the two
diverse religions without experienc-
ing and studying the tenets and
principles of the two faiths?

Moreover, according to Muslim
practice, at the time of nikah, the
father of the girl, minor or major,
being the ‘wali’ (protector) is
required to give his consent and
stand witness to the ceremony,
which was not the case here. On the
contrary, the father and brother of
the girls openly leveled allegations
of abduction, forced conversion

and marriage of the minors.
The High Court miserably failed

to understand that before Partition,
during the British rule, the Indian
Majority Act, 1875, was applicable
on the whole of India, and the same
is currently prevalent in India and
Pakistan both. Legally and philo-
sophically speaking, the forced mar-
riage of the two girls below 15 years
of age, amounts to rape. A person
below the age of 18 years is a minor
and is not mature enough to com-
prehend what is good or bad for
him/her. The consent given by the
girls, even if willingly, is meaning-
less, irrelevant and illegal. The court
should have restored the girls to their
parents. Whereas, the Islamabad
court on April 11, vide its impugned
order, directed the girls to stay with
their husbands. The court’s order
was based on the five-member
Commission’s report, which stated
that it held a meeting with the girls
and their spouses and found no
compulsion, though the statement of
the minor girls, expressing consent
for the entire episode, was not only
irrelevant but null and void from the

principle of reasonableness. The
(mock) Commission did not incor-
porate the statements of the girls’
father, brother, neighbours and other
respondents.  

It is well-known that Pakistan is
driven by the extremist ideology of
Wahhabism/Salafism. The civilian
Government over there is a puppet
of its Army. As such, all Muslim and
non-Muslim minorities such as
Shia Muslims, Hazaras, Ahmedias,
Sufis, Barelvies and non-Muslims
such as Hindus, Sikhs and
Christians are targetted. The
Wahabi/Salafi ideology justifies the
rape and abduction of all non-
Wahhabi women, especially of those
belonging to the Shia Muslims and
Hindu minorities. 

Dozens of terror groups are
operating from Pakistan’s soil, inter-
nally and externally both. According
to Human Rights Watch, during the
past one decade, thousands of inno-
cent people — Hindus, Shias, Sufis,
Sikhs and Christians — have been
killed mercilessly in Pakistan itself
by these extremists under the
patronage of the Inter-Services

Intelligence and the Army, which
use them as a bargaining chip in the
region. Again, on April 12, as many
as 20 people, including two children,
were killed and 70 injured in an (un)
Islamic State blast, targeting Hazara
Shia minority community in
Baluchistan.

Pakistan’s former Ambassador
to the US recently admitted in
Washington that Imran Khan’s state-
ments, promising the end of support
to terrorist groups, are motivated by
the fear of getting blacklisted by the
Financial Action Task Force and that
there is no evidence that the
Government or the military are dis-
mantling terrorist support infra-
structure.  

One can imagine the nightmare
of surviving persecuted minorities of
Pakistan, who even after surviving
criminal assaults, remain affected by
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, with-
out any remedy. This agony is most
likely to stay, unless Muslim clerics
across the globe come forward and
bring an end to the pseudo-Islamic
Wahhabi/Salafi ideology. 

(The author is a legal journalist)
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Jet Airways was grounded
for the time being after fly-

ing for almost 26 years when its
last flight, a Boeing 737,
touched down at the Mumbai
airport early on Thursday after
departing from Amritsar.

The country’s oldest private
airline took off nearly 26 years
ago from the airport here to
Ahmedabad as an air taxi oper-
ator.

The aircraft VT-SJI (flight
no. S2 3502), belonging to the
erstwhile Sahara Airlines,
departed from Amritsar at
10.24 pm on Wednesday and
touched down at Chhatrapati
Shivaji International Airport
here at 12.22 am on Thursday,
ending the “Joy of Flying” for
its millions of customers.

Sahara Airlines was
acquired by Jet in 2007 to kill
competition triggered by the
emergence of low-cost airlines
like IndiGo, SpiceJet and
GoAir, and the competition is
said to have contributed in its
downfall.

“I generally fly Jet Airways.
But when I boarded it from
Amritsar on Wednesday night,
we were told this is the last
flight the airline is operating as
it is shutting down for the time

being,” said Amarjit
Singh, who hails from
Ludhiana.

Singh, a transporter
by profession who fre-
quently visits Mumbai
for business, said he is
hopeful of the airline
“resuming” operations
soon.

Set up by Naresh
Goyal on April 1, 1992,
Jet Airways’ first flight took off
from Mumbai for Ahmedabad
on May 5, 1993, as an air-char-
ter operator, which does not
require a published schedule.

However, more than a year
later, it was granted the sched-
uled operator permit on
January 14, 1995.

Another passenger, Shareef
Abdullah, who runs a hotel
chain and is a frequent flyer
with the carrier, said it was
painful to know that the airline
is shutting down.

“They announced it both
on departure from Amritsar
and after landing here that
this was the last flight. It is real-
ly painful,” he said.

The abrupt cancellation of
the airline’s services for the time
being have left thousands of
passengers stranded.

“I, along with my wife and
children, had to travel to
Ahmedabad early this morn-
ing. I had booked five tickets a
month in advance. But when I
reached the airport here, I was
informed they have cancelled
the operations,” said Madan Lal

Imali, who was travelling to his
native place Pali Killa in
Rajasthan for a family function.

He said his wife and chil-
dren were very disappointed as
it was to be their maiden flight.

“I had also booked train
tickets in an AC coach and paid
�2,500 each for five seats to
travel to Pali from Ahmedabad.
Now, I have been forced to can-
cel that journey as well, besides
losing money,” said Imali, who
was to board the airline’s flight
9W2929 for Ahmedabad from
here post-mid night.

Struggling for months, Jet
Airways chief executive Vinay
Dube last evening announced
the carrier was shuttering oper-
ations as his last-ditch attempt
to get �400 crore was rejected
by lenders.

The decision leaves 20,000
jobs at stake and over �8,500
crore of public funds, that the
banks lent to the once-leading
airline, at the risk of going
down the drain.

The airline also owes lakhs
of rupees to passengers and its
vendors.
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The country’s telecom sub-
scriber base grew margin-

ally to 120.5 crore on account
of a net addition of customers
by Reliance Jio and state-owned
BSNL, according to data pub-
lished by telecom regulator
Trai on Thursday.

Both Reliance Jio and
BSNL jointly added a net of
86.39 lakh mobi le  sub-
scribers but the rest of the
telecom operators jointly lost
a net of 69.93 lakh wireless
customers with Vodafone
Idea losing the biggest chunk
of mobile connections, as per
the data.

The number of telecom
subscribers in India increased
to 120.54 crore at the end of
February from 120.37 crore in
January, according to the
Telecom Monthly Subscriber
Report released by the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai).

The sector, dominated by
wireless connection, recorded
an increase in the mobile ser-
vices subscriber base to 118.36
crore in February from 118.19
crore in January.

Reliance Jio alone added
77.93 lakh customers, taking its
total subscriber base to 29.7
crore at the end of February.
According to a television com-
mercial of the company, it has
crossed 30 crore customer base
now.

BSNL added around 9 lakh
new mobile customers, taking
its total subscriber base to

11.62 crore in February.
“BSNL is the only operator

other than Jio that has gained
customers. Our performance
shows that customers have
faith in BSNL. We are able to
compete and gain customers
with our much-improved 3G
network. In our endeavour to
provide service, all our officers
and employees are together,”
BSNL Chairman and
Managing Director Anupam
Shrivastava said.

The state-run firm is com-
peting in the market with 3G
network, while all other oper-
ators are loaded with spectrum
for 4G services. It has request-
ed the government for the
allocation of spectrum for 4G
services through an equity
infusion in 2017. The govern-
ment is yet to take final deci-
sion.

The country’s biggest tele-
com operator Vodafone Idea
lost 57.87 lakh mobile sub-
scribers, reducing its total cus-
tomer base to 40.93 crore in
February. It was followed by
Tata Teleservices that lost 11.47
lakh mobile customers, Airtel
lost 49,896 subscribers, MTNL
4,652 and Reliance
Communication 3,611 sub-
scribers.

Fixed-line connections in
the country declined mar-
ginally with BSNL losing
about one lakh connections.
Private operators Bharti Airtel
and Vodafone gained 42,456
and 17,563 fixed-line cus-
tomers,  respectively,  in
February.
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Japanese auto major Honda
Thursday said it is recalling

3,669 units of its Accord sedan
in India as part of a global exer-
cise to rectify faulty airbags.

The company, which is
present in India through a
wholly-owned arm Honda Cars
India Ltd (HCIL), is voluntar-
ily recalling the units manu-
factured between 2003-2006
to fix faulty front airbag infla-
tors supplied by Takata Corp.

The replacement will be
carried out free of cost at
Honda dealerships across India
from Thursday, HCIL said in a
statement.

As part of the Takata airbag
inflator recalls which have
impacted several car makers
globally, the company said it
continues to urge owners of
vehicles affected by the recall to
get their vehicles repaired at
authorised dealers as soon as
possible.

“HCIL reiterates the impor-
tance of replacing the affected
Takata front airbag inflators
urgently as they may deploy
with excessive internal pressure
when activated,” it said

The airbag inflator casing
might rupture which may result
in injury or safety risk to the
vehicle occupants, it added. 

Millions of vehicles global-
ly have been recalled due to
defective safety airbag manu-
factured by Japan’s Takata Corp. 
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SpiceJet stock trimmed most of
its sharp early gains and

ended nearly 3 per cent higher
Thursday on profit-booking after
rising for five consecutive days.

The scrip had climbed
14.99 per cent to �152.60 — its
52-week high — on the BSE
during the day. Later, it closed
at �136.25, up 2.68 per cent.

On the traded volume front,
211.25 lakh shares were traded
on the BSE during the day.
SpiceJet Thursday said it will
induct six more Boeing 737-800
NG aircraft on dry lease. 

“These six aircraft are in
addition to the 16 B737s and 5
Q400s that the airline will
soon induct. The total number
of planes to be inducted in the
immediate future now stands at
27,” the company said in a BSE
filing Thursday.

The airline has applied to
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation for a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) to import the
planes. Subject to regulatory
approvals, the aircraft would

begin joining SpiceJet’s fleet in
the next ten days, it added.

“We are taking all possible
proactive measures to deal with
the sudden reduction of aviation
capacity in the Indian market.
SpiceJet continues to work close-
ly with the government and reg-
ulatory authorities to help min-
imise passenger inconvenience,”
Ajay Singh, Chairman and
Managing Director, SpiceJet said.

The airline will induct as
many as 27 planes in a record
time of less than two weeks and
is hopeful that these inductions
will help considerably ease the
pressure situation, he added.

The shares had climbed 8.5
per cent Friday after the airline
announced it will induct 16
Boeing 737-800 NG aircraft, a
move that will help in bringing
down flight cancellations.

On Monday, the stock
zoomed nearly 9 per cent as the
company announced launch of
direct flights from Mumbai to
seven international destina-
tions, including Colombo,
Jeddah, Dhaka, Riyadh and
Hong Kong.
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Ja p a n e s e
small car

manufacturer
S u z u k i
a n n o u n c e d
Thursday it
was recalling
two million
v e h i c l e s
s h i p p e d
domestically,
c i t i n g
i m p r o p e r
inspections
and a series of other faults
including false fuel efficiency
data.

The recall affects vehicles
running for four years or less
that have not yet received a
routine check-up.

Last week, Suzuki admitted
that an internal review had
uncovered a host of problems
at its factories, including faulty
brake checks, falsified fuel-
efficiency data, and uncertified
staff carrying out final inspec-
tions.

The recall is expected to
cost the firm around 80 billion
yen ($715 million) and also
affects parts made by Suzuki for
vehicles produced for Nissan,
Mazda and Mitsubishi.
Transport minister Keiichi Ishii
has said the company needs
some “serious soul-searching”
over the scandal.

The problem “raises doubts
about the firm’s regards for
compliance and it is extreme-
ly regrettable,” Ishii told
reporters on Tuesday. 
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Google on Thursday said
users of its hugely popular

Android devices would be
offered a choice of five
browsers and search engines as
part of the company’s effort to
meet EU competition con-
cerns.

The European
Commission last July hit
Google with its biggest-ever
fine, imposing a 4.34 billion
euro ($5 billion) penalty, one of
three major EU decisions
against the company.

Brussels accused Google of
using the Android system’s
dominance of smartphones
and tablets to promote the use
of its own Google search engine
and Chrome browser and shut
out rivals.

Google has appealed the
decision, arguing that the
EU’s accusat ions were
unfounded, but Thursday’s

changes were part of the firm’s
effort to avoid further fines.
Users of Android devices in
Europe who open the Google
Play app store will now be
shown screens with options to
download different search
apps and browsers, Paul
Gennai,  Google product
management director, said in
a blog.

“These new screens will
be displayed the first time a
user opens Google Play
after receiving an upcoming
up d at e ,”  t h e  e xe c ut ive
wrote.

With the change, “two
screens will surface: one for
search apps and another for
browsers, each containing a
total of five apps, including any
that are already installed,” 
he said.

Apps not already installed
on the device will be chosen
based on their popularity and
shown in a random order,

Google said.
Crucially, when a user

downloads a search engine
other than Google, he or she
will be asked whether that
option — such as Qwant or
DuckDuckGo — should be
become the default search app
on the phone.

Illegal promotion of
Google’s hugely profitable
search engine was the heart of
the case against the Sillicon
Valley giant.

Android, which is used
on around 80 percent of
mobi le  devices  both in
Europe and worldwide, was
accused of shutting out rivals
by forcing major phone mak-
ers to pre-install the Google
search engine and Chrome
browser.

They were also made to
set Google Search as the
default, as a condition of
licensing other Google apps,
the EU said.
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The national capital to expe-
rience the pure Rajasthani

folk music and its traditional
dances are woven like fabric
into every aspect of people’s
lives in our country. ShowCase
events bring to you the most
unforgettable and lifetime
experience by taking you
through a journey of the true
soul of Rajasthani Folk music. 

After an astounding suc-
cess in Mumbai, ShowCase
events brings the second edi-
tion of the “Sounds From the
Desert” to Delhi on April 26th,
2019 at the Sirifort Auditorium.
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Coming to the rescue of the
stranded international pas-

sengers hit by the abrupt
grounding of Jet Airways,
Government-run Air India
Thursday offered special fares
to such passengers.

The “special stranded” fares
have been offered to passengers
at overseas airports such as
Paris, London Heathrow,
Singapore, Dubai, Hong Kong,
Abu Dhabi, Jeddah, Dammam,
and Muscat, among others, Air
India said in a statement.

“As a gesture of goodwill and
to mitigate the hardship of the
9W (Jet Airways flight code) at
international stations, Air India
will be offering special fares to
such passengers,” it said.

Passengers holding con-
firmed RT tickets on Jet Airways
will be allowed to avail special
stranded passenger fares from
the destinations common with
Air India, it said.
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BharatPe, an Indian compa-
ny providing merchants

with interoperable launched
QR code for all UPI Apps.
Merchants can receive UPI
payments from any app using
one QR code, and receive dig-
ital money directly in their
bank at 0% fee. 

“We are offering a basket of
more than 100 UPI enabled
apps that merchants can accept
the payment from for free”
BharatPe’s Chief Executive
Officer and Co-founder,
Ashneer Grover said.
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Markets regulator Sebi
Thursday slapped a

penalty of over �1 crore on 11
entities for fraudulent and
manipulative trading in the
shares of Emed.Com
Technologies.

The regulator had con-
ducted investigation from
August 2013 to June 2014
regarding the trading in the
scrips of Emed.Com
Technologies.

During the probe, Sebi
found that the entities were

connected to each other and
had executed circular trades
wherein they transferred shares
in off-market to certain entities
and then purchased back those
shares in on-market, thereby
giving misleading appearance
of trading.

Besides, they contributed
to positive last traded price
(LTP) and establishing of new
high price (NHP) in the scrip,
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) said.

“The group entities have
contributed to the creation of
artificial volumes and inflated/

manipulated the price of the
scrip and thus
violated...PFUTP (Prohibition
of Fraudulent and Unfair Trade
Practices) Regulations,” the
regulator noted.

Accordingly, Sebi imposed
a fine of �10 lakh each on nine

entities, including Pummy
Garments Pvt Ltd, Sure
Portfolio Services, Steady
Capital Advisory Services, and
Supreme Multitrade Pvt Ltd.

While a fine of �7.5 lakh
each was imposed on Olympia
Sales Agency and Clarinete
Realtor, totalling �1.05 crore. 

Besides, in a separate order,
Sebi levied fine of �14 lakh on
Sure Portfolio Services and
Steady Capital Advisory
Services for failing to disclose
the change in shareholdings in
the Emed.Com Technologies to
exchanges and the firm.
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Boeing was making “steady
progress” on the path to

certifying of a crucial software
update for the 737 MAX air-
craft, CEO Dennis Muilenburg
has said after two fatal crashes
in recent months forced the
grounding of the model,
including by Indian carriers.

He assured global airline
industry that Boeing has also
made the final engineering
test flight before certification
for the 737 MAX aircraft.

The Maneuvering
Characteristics Augmentation
System (MCAS) system of the
737 MAX aircraft has come
under scrutiny from investiga-

tors reviewing two fatal crash-
es — the Lion Air crash on
October 29 and the Ethiopian
Airlines crash on March 10.

Boeing has been developing
and testing a software change to
the system that will now factor
in input from a second sensor.

“We’re making steady
progress on the path to certi-
fication for our 737 MAX soft-
ware update thanks to the
work of our Boeing pilots,
engineers and technical
experts,” Muilenburg said in a
video on his Twitter account.

“Yesterday we completed
the official engineering flight test
with the updated software with
our technical and engineering
leaders on board the airplane.
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Equity benchmarks retreat-
ed from lifetime highs on
Thursday as investors

took money off the table ahead
of an extended weekend, while
the grounding of Jet Airways
stoked fears among banks and
other lenders.

After rallying to an intra-day
record of 39,487.45 points, the
30-share BSE Sensex turned
negative to settle 135.36 points,
or 0.34%, lower at 39,140.28. 

The broader NSE Nifty
slipped 34.35 points, or 0.29%,
to 11,752.80 after setting an
intra-day record of 11,856.

The benchmark indices had
closed at record highs on
Tuesday on earnings optimism
and forecast of a near-normal
monsoon.

Markets will be closed
Friday on account of Good
Friday. 

During the holiday-trun-
cated week, the Sensex rose
373.17 points, or 0.96%, while
the Nifty gained 109.35 points,
or 0.93%. 

“After a period of significant
momentum ahead of the general
elections, the market may take
a pause in some kind of an inter-
im profit-booking,” said Joseph
Thomas, head of research at
Emkay Wealth Management. 

“The accelerating scenario
of a slowdown in global growth
as also the definitive prospects
of higher fuel prices and a
weaker currency may also be
working on the minds of the
market participants at this junc-
ture,” he added.

Shares of Jet Airways con-
tinued to fall for the second day
in a row, plummeting over 32
per cent on Thursday, a day after
the ailing airline shuttered its
operations temporarily.

“The hunt for new bid-

ders/suitors is getting tough.
This event led to cascading neg-
ative effect on lenders to Jet and
other banks,” said Deepak Jasani,
head of retail research at HDFC
Securities.

Top losers in the Sensex
pack included Yes Bank,
Vedanta, IndusInd Bank, Tata
Steel, L&T, SBI, NTPC, Kotak
Bank, HDFC, PowerGrid,
Infosys and ITC, falling up to
4.18%. On the other hand, RIL
was the biggest gainer on the
index, spurting 2.79% ahead of
its Q4 results.

Tata Motors, Asian Paints,
TCS, Coal India, Hero
MotoCorp, Axis Bank and HUL
also ended in the green, rising
up to 2.32%.

Apart from energy and oil
and gas, all BSE sectoral indices
closed in the red, led by realty,
power, metal, telecom, capital
goods and banking, shedding up
to 2.33%. 

The broader markets fell in
tandem with the benchmarks.
The BSE smallcap index lost
0.99%, while the midcap gauge
tripped 0.89%.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) purchased equi-
ty worth a net �1,038.58 crore on
Tuesday, and domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) bought
shares to the tune of �37.22
crore, provisional data avail-
able with stock exchanges
showed.

Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Japan, China and Korea
ended in the red.In Europe,
bourses in Germany, France
and the UK were trading on a
mixed note in early deals. Global
crude oil benchmark Brent
futures fell 0.17% to USD 71.50
per barrel.

Meanwhile, the Indian
rupee appreciated 5 paise to
69.55 against the US dollar
intra-day. 
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Aday after Jet Airways suspended all its
flights after running out of money,

lenders to the carrier on Thursday said they
were “reasonably hopeful” that bidding
process for the airline would end successfully.
Lenders led by the State Bank of India had
declined to extend more funds to Jet, forc-
ing it to suspend all its flights.

“The lenders after due deliberations
decided that the best way forward for the sur-
vival of Jet Airways is to get the binding bids
from potential investors who have expressed
EOI (Expression of Interest) and have been
issued bid documents on April 16,” a state-
ment by lenders said.

A consortium of 26 lenders led by the
SBI, with 51 per cent stake in the debt-
trapped airline, has invited bids from poten-
tial suitors.

“Lenders are reasonably hopeful that the
bid process is likely to be successful in
determining the fair value of the enterprise
in a transparent manner,” it said.

Banks on Wednesday rejected an imme-
diate �400 crore demand of Jet Airways,
compelling it to ground operations. Jet had
been, over the last few months, on a decline
as competition from budget airlines hurt its
profitability and led to a debt pile. It report-
ed losses for four straight quarters despite
sales holding up.

At its peak, Jet operated 123 planes and
over 600 daily flights. It was flying just seven
planes on Tuesday. Its chief executive offi-
cer Vinay Dube on Wednesday wrote an
email to airlines’ passengers saying “with
deep sadness and with a heavy heart that we
would like to share with you that, effective
immediately, Jet Airways will be suspend-
ing all its domestic and international oper-

ations”.
“Tuesday night, we were informed by

SBI, on behalf of the consortium of Indian
lenders, that they are unable to consider our
request for interim funding. Since no emer-
gency funding from the lenders or any other
source of funding was forthcoming, it
would therefore not have been possible for
us to pay for fuel or other critical services
to keep the operations going,” he wrote.

He said the airline had over the last sev-
eral weeks and months tried “every means
possible” to seek funding, both interim as
well as long term funding, to keep our oper-
ations going. “Unfortunately, despite the very
best of our efforts, we have been left with no
other choice today”.

“A decision like this is never easy to
make, but without the interim funding,
which we have been repeatedly requesting
for, we are simply unable to conduct flight
operations in a manner that delivers to the
very reasonable expectations of our guests,
employees, partners and service providers,”
he wrote.

“After 25 years of sharing the Joy of
Flying with Indian and international guests,
Jet Airways and its Board of Directors have
been forced to take this extreme measure,
as prolonged and sustained efforts with
lenders and authorities to ensure the sus-
tainability of the airline did not yield the
desired results.”

He, however, said the future provides
new hope and opportunity as India is bet-
ter off with a flying Jet Airways. “We will now
await the bid finalisation process by SBI and
the consortium of Indian lenders and will
continue to support the bid process initiat-
ed by the lenders,” he added.

Passengers who had booked on Jet for
travel on future dates will get a refund. 

New Delhi (PTI): Himachali Kala
Zeera, Jeeraphool from Chhattisgarh and
Kandhamal Haldi from Odisha are among
the 14 products that have received
Geographical Indication (GI) tag from the
government so far this year. 

According to the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), the other products which received

this tag include Coorg Arabica coffee from
Karnataka, Wayanad Robusta coffee from
Kerala, Araku Valley Arabica from Andhra
Pradesh, Sirisi Supari from Karnataka and
Himachali Chulli oil. 

Darjeeling Tea, Tirupathi Laddu,
Kangra Paintings, Nagpur Orange and
Kashmir Pashmina are among the regis-
tered GIs in India.

The tag helps growers of these prod-
ucts get premium price as no other pro-
ducer can misuse the name to market sim-
ilar goods 

A geographical indication tag is used
for an agricultural, natural or a manufac-
tured product (handicraft and industrial
goods) originating from a definite geo-
graphical territory.
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Reliance Communications promot-
ers’ stake has come down to 22 per

cent in January-March 2019 quarter,
with family and group firms jointly los-
ing more than half of the equities, the
telecom firm said on Thursday.

In the October-December 2018
quarter, the promoters and promoter
group of debt-ridden RCom had
53.08% stake in the company.

In the third quarter of 2018-19,
Ambani family members jointly held
145.48 crore equity shares, which came
down to 59.79 crore in last quarter of
the same fiscal, according to share-
holding pattern disclosure made by the
firm.

Shares held by promoter group
firm Reliance Communications
Enterprises Private Limited dropped by
almost half to 36.56 crore from 72.31
crore.

The disclosure shows that equity
holding of Reliance Ornatus Enterprise
and Ventures and Reliance Wind
Turbine Installators Industries came
down to 9.2 crore and 85 lakh, respec-
tively, from 30 crore shares held by
each of them in the third quarter.

According to records, most of the
pledged shares were sold by lenders in
January-March 2019 quarter.

The company, which is reeling
under debt burden of around �45,000
crore, has approached the National
Company Law Tribunal to invoke
insolvency against it as the firm has
been unable to sell assets and pay back
to lenders. 
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Script Open High Low LTP
RPOWER 9.60 9.60 8.05 8.20
SPICEJET 144.00 152.60 135.00 136.25
PCJEWELLER 149.40 167.60 134.30 145.20
JETAIRWAYS 217.70 217.70 158.10 163.90
SUZLON 7.40 7.53 7.02 7.09
DHFL 172.50 172.95 156.00 157.20
RELCAPITAL 173.40 173.40 149.50 151.75
WIPRO 289.40 289.65 281.00 284.80
RELIANCE 1365.45 1387.00 1365.00 1382.90
YESBANK 266.90 268.00 253.95 255.30
TATAMOTORS 232.00 239.30 230.45 235.90
JPASSOCIAT 5.60 5.72 5.38 5.53
RELINFRA 133.80 133.80 120.35 121.75
INDIGO 1600.00 1650.00 1544.10 1554.70
INFY* 724.85 724.85 713.00 716.40
IBULHSGFIN 839.00 839.00 789.00 800.25
ICICIBANK 408.60 410.65 402.55 404.90
ADANIGREEN 44.70 48.00 41.40 45.05
DLF 184.00 185.70 179.35 183.15
RAIN 134.00 138.55 120.75 125.60
BHARTIARTL 350.95 350.95 333.00 346.75
IBREALEST 109.50 110.85 103.20 103.75
WESTLIFE 433.30 440.30 401.05 405.60
SBIN 315.90 315.90 308.10 310.90
MARUTI 7475.00 7542.00 7435.00 7441.10
HDFCLIFE 409.00 413.40 395.90 405.95
HDFCBANK 2306.00 2315.00 2284.60 2290.15
MOTHERSUMI 159.00 162.95 156.20 157.15
PNBHOUSING 800.15 825.00 779.00 791.85
JINDALSTEL 189.50 190.45 179.25 183.40
MFSL 445.90 473.00 437.55 442.65
PNB 92.90 92.90 89.55 90.10
JAMNAAUTO 62.00 62.40 59.05 59.75
ASHOKLEY 97.00 97.05 94.15 95.70
JUSTDIAL 597.05 598.20 571.95 574.50
JAICORPLTD 128.70 132.65 127.50 128.15
INFIBEAM 51.90 53.55 49.65 50.05
VEDL 185.90 186.80 178.00 178.70
TATAMTRDVR 112.90 116.35 111.50 113.65
DEEPAKFERT 159.60 169.00 157.95 159.15
DCBBANK 203.00 205.00 196.80 202.45
DMART 1413.00 1423.00 1356.00 1362.90
TATASTEEL 553.00 555.00 537.15 542.85
TCS 2141.00 2150.05 2116.30 2145.50
IDEA 18.15 18.15 17.00 17.25
RBLBANK 685.00 686.30 669.55 676.10
BOMDYEING 135.50 135.90 124.15 129.95
ZEEL 418.00 418.00 401.25 402.45
LT 1382.50 1387.00 1359.00 1360.75
BANKBARODA 131.40 131.40 125.85 126.35
SAIL 59.60 59.60 56.15 57.35
CGPOWER 38.70 38.85 36.50 36.90
GRAPHITE 470.00 473.20 450.55 451.60
TECHM 797.20 808.00 797.20 799.35
EXIDEIND 228.05 228.40 216.80 220.95
RECLTD 151.70 154.25 151.70 152.70
RADICO 353.15 354.00 333.40 335.05
ADANIPOWER 54.30 55.80 52.80 54.15
SOUTHBANK 17.70 17.70 17.00 17.20
MINDTREE 977.00 986.45 961.55 969.10
STRTECH 195.00 199.90 194.30 196.75
HINDPETRO 264.50 269.40 258.30 266.60
DBL 642.00 667.95 633.75 643.35
AXISBANK 777.35 779.00 769.00 771.20
JSWSTEEL 291.00 301.00 286.50 298.95
ITC 307.30 308.00 303.40 304.35
SUNPHARMA 462.50 466.00 456.80 462.10
KOTAKBANK 1387.00 1392.30 1361.00 1376.70
HEG 2087.00 2087.00 2009.20 2019.95
INDUSINDBK 1815.85 1822.15 1755.40 1764.00
IDFCFIRSTB 53.70 54.00 52.70 52.85
IBVENTURES 326.70 327.00 307.95 310.45
AMBUJACEM 231.55 235.25 230.00 234.00
BAJFINANCE 3059.95 3059.95 2995.50 3013.80
BANDHANBNK 562.50 577.90 562.50 566.35
ICICIGI 1080.00 1098.00 1070.60 1092.20
LTTS 1690.00 1727.00 1673.20 1679.85
KTKBANK 137.40 137.90 133.60 134.55
COALINDIA 251.15 252.70 249.60 251.75
HDFC 2031.00 2048.25 1999.15 2003.90
ONGC 161.25 162.15 159.10 160.20
OBEROIRLTY 576.15 577.90 545.80 549.10
BANKINDIA 99.00 99.70 96.10 96.60
NCC 106.35 106.40 103.00 103.70
FEDERALBNK 98.10 98.20 95.40 96.95
HINDALCO 215.50 215.95 206.35 207.25
HEXAWARE 346.55 346.60 334.25 337.20
M&M 690.00 691.15 682.00 683.40
WOCKPHARMA 455.40 456.00 436.80 439.10
IOC 157.00 157.90 154.15 156.15
BPCL 357.90 364.60 353.65 362.15
TATAELXSI 981.10 985.55 952.50 956.25
L&TFH 149.05 150.75 145.05 146.15
MEGH 68.05 68.25 65.00 65.50
NTPC 137.35 137.70 135.05 135.40
HEROMOTOCO 2740.00 2759.90 2731.20 2739.30
BHEL 77.65 77.95 75.65 75.90
RCOM 2.20 2.20 2.20 2.20
ASIANPAINT 1462.00 1478.80 1460.30 1465.35
PIDILITIND 1294.00 1296.40 1250.00 1253.10
EDELWEISS 180.30 182.85 173.80 179.45
JUBLFOOD 1390.00 1390.70 1341.25 1344.60
TITAN 1125.25 1129.00 1113.60 1125.75
UNIONBANK 92.20 92.95 90.00 90.70
DISHTV 40.40 40.40 37.55 37.90
ANDHRABANK 28.80 28.90 28.05 28.20
NATIONALUM 56.00 56.00 54.10 54.35
INDIACEM 113.20 113.30 108.60 109.75

ABCAPITAL 101.30 101.40 98.85 99.85
PVR 1719.00 1722.05 1665.00 1714.10
HCLTECH 1109.30 1122.60 1091.00 1100.35
CIPLA 568.00 568.00 553.80 562.00
DABUR 409.05 412.20 403.00 404.80
HINDUNILVR 1744.90 1744.90 1728.00 1737.45
PFC 120.85 120.85 118.00 118.55
DELTACORP 255.90 256.25 248.05 248.85
SUVEN 270.55 280.35 260.35 272.20
CANBK 278.30 280.95 273.40 277.30
FSL 51.50 51.50 49.65 50.45
KANSAINER 455.00 456.60 443.20 450.50
GLENMARK 647.50 648.10 634.05 639.60
NBCC 62.40 63.05 60.85 61.55
AUBANK 603.95 623.35 598.00 616.10
UPL 938.95 938.95 926.70 934.35
TATACHEM 615.00 615.00 592.20 596.05
ESCORTS 799.90 799.90 768.40 770.65
TATAPOWER 71.35 71.60 70.00 70.55
BEL 94.45 94.55 92.10 92.45
UJJIVAN 351.40 351.40 340.10 342.30
JUBILANT 695.45 707.75 682.00 701.80
TVSMOTOR 520.05 524.80 514.60 518.20
IFCI 13.10 13.29 12.35 12.50
AUROPHARMA 783.80 792.70 778.10 786.85
WELSPUNIND 58.35 58.35 54.40 56.20
MCX 810.00 812.95 776.60 779.75
GRUH 287.90 295.40 285.75 286.90
BEML 966.00 969.00 948.85 953.40
LTI 1635.20 1659.85 1633.35 1650.55
ADANIPORTS 397.00 397.00 388.00 390.05
PERSISTENT* 617.50 631.15 617.50 628.40
IPCALAB 948.85 984.05 947.95 968.95
LUPIN 838.00 839.90 821.60 834.10
VIPIND 476.25 487.00 466.05 472.35
GREAVESCOT 146.00 147.80 142.50 143.05
FORCEMOT 1792.00 1798.00 1752.00 1761.85
MINDAIND 377.50 392.45 372.00 388.80
ICICIPRULI 365.00 367.45 358.55 365.45
EQUITAS 135.40 137.40 134.15 135.75
MERCK 3924.65 3924.65 3755.00 3781.85
CONCOR 514.75 522.85 508.75 521.80

NATCOPHARM* 564.00 564.00 540.00 541.75
GICRE 250.95 261.40 245.05 260.35
MANAPPURAM 126.00 128.50 123.60 124.45
BAJAJ-AUTO 3070.00 3085.00 3042.95 3063.00
CADILAHC 342.30 342.30 334.85 336.85
TV18BRDCST 35.80 36.30 34.30 34.50
IGL 323.00 327.70 319.40 325.05
CANFINHOME 343.25 346.75 335.65 337.55
CENTURYTEX 934.00 944.75 915.00 940.15
IRB 142.65 142.65 135.50 136.85
DRREDDY 2819.95 2826.00 2792.70 2800.90
PETRONET 241.50 242.30 239.00 239.55
CROMPTON 236.40 237.95 230.45 236.10
EICHERMOT 21477.00 21477.00 20929.00 21029.20
HFCL 23.05 23.70 22.55 22.65
LICHSGFIN 523.50 528.60 515.45 517.55
PHILIPCARB 171.20 171.20 166.25 166.70
INDIANB 269.10 271.60 262.90 265.40
SRF 2489.00 2507.95 2438.15 2448.60
BHARATFORG 510.00 512.50 498.00 499.75
GNFC 325.00 327.60 317.80 321.25
SUNTECK 502.10 509.90 485.55 488.45
ACC 1697.50 1707.15 1679.25 1697.45
APOLLOTYRE 218.00 221.15 214.35 218.85
SHILPAMED 375.20 414.75 360.90 398.70
M&MFIN 422.00 423.50 415.45 417.85
HAVELLS 755.50 767.00 755.45 757.00
MUTHOOTFIN 613.15 623.25 610.30 614.80
GODREJPROP 940.00 940.00 912.20 916.30
GRASIM 883.25 888.30 861.25 865.40
STARCEMENT 106.50 109.90 104.00 107.85
APOLLOHOSP 1275.10 1278.90 1256.85 1269.95
ALBK 52.80 52.80 50.55 51.05
SUNTV 604.50 604.50 586.00 588.30
BHARATFIN 1139.00 1139.00 1106.00 1109.00
VENKYS 2230.55 2230.55 2145.00 2156.10
WELCORP 141.00 142.70 136.20 136.70
BRITANNIA 3019.30 3026.00 2990.05 2999.75
JISLJALEQS 59.75 60.45 58.50 58.85
BIOCON 624.00 624.00 612.70 615.30
TATAGLOBAL 215.20 216.45 207.15 208.35
BAJAJFINSV 7551.05 7590.00 7465.00 7565.85
MANPASAND 124.90 125.00 117.90 118.45
INFRATEL 313.85 313.85 303.35 307.60
STAR 496.70 497.45 484.00 488.25
ORIENTBANK 108.00 108.30 104.10 105.15
IDBI 44.30 44.30 43.20 43.40
ISEC 226.00 232.00 222.95 225.70
POWERGRID 197.95 197.95 193.40 194.20
ABB 1410.05 1443.05 1410.05 1432.30

RELAXO 875.10 922.05 856.85 905.65
PEL 2673.00 2693.25 2616.00 2653.95
RAYMOND 797.95 802.00 776.85 779.90
VOLTAS 626.00 626.95 610.00 615.45
CASTROLIND 167.45 167.65 161.25 163.15
BAJAJELEC 577.10 578.00 563.20 566.80
INTELLECT 229.80 230.05 219.45 220.95
ITI 100.00 100.00 96.65 97.05
GMRINFRA 18.55 18.60 18.10 18.25
J&KBANK 63.60 64.40 61.20 61.75
TAKE 151.40 152.00 145.20 148.55
ASHOKA 134.85 135.00 130.50 131.80
GRANULES 114.95 116.25 112.40 114.10
SPARC 184.60 184.70 178.45 179.60
SOBHA 522.00 522.75 505.00 507.00
WABAG 303.45 305.80 293.85 296.45
SRTRANSFIN 1230.00 1240.00 1204.00 1213.10
ISGEC 552.80 570.00 552.80 565.00
LEMONTREE 84.50 84.50 76.75 77.55
CEATLTD 1126.35 1132.30 1101.00 1107.60
AMARAJABAT 709.40 710.70 692.00 693.75
SHANKARA 533.90 536.80 520.00 521.95
HINDCOPPER 50.20 50.60 48.60 48.85
SBILIFE 620.00 621.90 612.80 615.60
NHPC 24.05 24.10 23.60 23.65
BATAINDIA 1431.00 1439.05 1419.75 1422.15
CUMMINSIND 736.50 749.30 725.00 737.75
KEI 421.40 433.85 416.00 421.70
AVANTI 408.55 411.15 396.45 397.30
UBL 1446.00 1446.00 1412.25 1414.30
VINATIORGA 1740.00 1785.00 1735.50 1761.90
MOTILALOFS 744.90 747.00 721.75 727.95
OMAXE 212.90 212.90 211.20 211.35
SYNDIBANK 41.60 41.75 40.05 40.40
MPHASIS 980.05 986.40 971.20 977.45
PAGEIND 23998.55 24131.65 23496.50 23765.80
ABFRL 220.90 222.95 216.20 221.55
JMFINANCIL 92.00 92.60 89.65 90.00
LAKSHVILAS 87.25 87.65 82.90 83.35
RCF 61.30 61.30 59.65 60.05
NIITTECH 1298.70 1319.35 1293.30 1311.70
GUJGAS 161.00 162.00 156.95 160.35
NOCIL 143.60 144.00 140.65 141.45
PRESTIGE 274.65 274.65 259.00 261.90
KEC 303.40 306.70 291.00 292.25
PRSMJOHNSN 101.10 102.50 98.10 100.15
HEIDELBERG 180.45 181.35 177.35 178.80
ULTRACEMCO 4255.90 4273.45 4220.95 4250.55
CRISIL 1600.00 1600.00 1481.00 1498.55
GAIL 355.00 355.00 348.65 351.95
ADANITRANS 228.95 229.85 221.50 223.80
MAXINDIA 69.55 69.80 67.00 69.50
NMDC 104.00 104.85 102.95 104.30
INDHOTEL 155.00 155.50 150.65 153.65
RAMCOCEM 787.95 791.70 774.55 778.75
TATAMETALI 681.10 684.05 655.20 662.80
MARICO 366.00 368.00 363.10 364.55
PTC 72.60 72.90 70.60 70.85
HSCL 117.50 119.00 115.00 115.60
GODREJCP 669.90 672.80 665.10 668.40
GODREJIND 527.90 527.90 514.00 516.85
SUNDRMFAST 555.60 556.20 544.60 550.55
APLAPOLLO 1569.65 1578.90 1533.20 1567.45
HIMATSEIDE 232.85 241.00 226.55 228.50
GET&D 269.60 271.10 258.05 263.25
COLPAL 1223.55 1227.65 1213.95 1217.95
BBTC 1349.75 1350.00 1306.20 1315.20
ENGINERSIN 119.30 120.00 117.00 117.75
GESHIP 301.40 303.40 288.20 290.30
TORNTPOWER 263.90 263.95 257.15 258.35
DIVISLAB 1718.80 1728.95 1714.05 1725.40
GSFC 106.65 107.25 103.45 103.85
RALLIS 159.85 159.85 155.65 156.40
JSWENERGY 73.05 74.30 71.65 72.40
CENTRALBK 35.00 35.00 33.85 33.95
BALKRISIND 968.35 972.50 956.00 960.45
JINDALSAW 88.95 88.95 85.65 86.25
REPCOHOME 438.85 446.00 425.80 430.75
ITDCEM 125.00 131.15 123.40 128.45
FCONSUMER 44.90 45.00 43.85 44.00
IDFC 46.50 46.85 45.05 45.35
OIL 179.00 180.50 178.55 179.20
GODREJAGRO 532.65 532.65 518.05 522.95
HERITGFOOD 500.00 500.00 491.40 495.25
KAJARIACER 619.35 627.00 614.30 623.90
WABCOINDIA 6300.00 6315.00 6271.90 6294.40
BLISSGVS 178.40 179.60 174.00 174.60
GSPL 189.75 189.95 184.80 189.45
RAJESHEXPO 668.95 669.65 662.70 665.10
CHOLAFIN 1489.95 1489.95 1462.85 1472.30
HINDZINC 284.00 284.95 281.60 283.70
MGL 1024.00 1028.60 1010.00 1017.10
NESTLEIND 11203.95 11229.10 10852.65 10952.70
GODFRYPHLP 1185.00 1192.50 1154.35 1163.60
GMDCLTD 77.65 78.00 75.55 75.90
BERGEPAINT 335.00 336.60 326.85 329.25
CHENNPETRO 265.00 268.20 261.05 261.75
DCAL 228.00 233.90 227.50 229.05
SHREECEM 19528.15 19825.00 19282.95 19656.35
SIEMENS 1188.50 1194.45 1172.70 1183.45
RNAM 200.50 202.00 187.50 190.50
FRETAIL 427.00 434.00 425.00 430.05
JKTYRE 93.50 93.70 91.55 91.70
QUESS 730.85 732.70 711.80 715.35
ALLCARGO 116.00 119.00 115.35 116.15
JBCHEPHARM 353.80 354.20 343.00 347.75
THERMAX 986.00 987.00 969.00 980.30
SHK 156.00 156.00 151.70 153.10
NAVKARCORP 39.55 39.55 38.10 38.55

NAUKRI 1935.00 1936.25 1897.00 1910.55
COCHINSHIP 393.00 393.00 387.00 390.10
AJANTPHARM 1040.15 1040.15 1019.60 1024.25
SWANENERGY 110.20 112.00 108.75 110.25
GICHSGFIN 260.05 260.60 254.10 255.90
KALPATPOWR 494.30 495.15 477.00 484.20
MAHABANK 16.40 16.40 15.51 15.84
MAGMA 124.00 126.45 120.80 124.40
PIIND 1028.00 1031.55 1010.00 1026.70
TRENT 354.70 364.00 350.00 359.50
TATACOMM 582.25 582.25 569.00 572.75
JSLHISAR 90.75 91.40 87.75 88.25
GILLETTE 7761.00 7875.35 7482.00 7644.85
MRPL 72.00 72.20 70.00 70.40
TORNTPHARM 1833.00 1834.10 1815.10 1829.15
IBULISL 341.95 356.95 332.50 335.05
ESSELPRO 131.60 132.00 130.80 131.45
EVEREADY 184.70 185.45 175.05 176.80
MRF 58555.00 58600.00 57513.45 57742.45
BALMLAWRIE 182.80 183.00 178.10 178.55
TRIDENT 67.40 68.20 66.25 66.45
MMTC 28.10 28.15 27.50 27.60
SCI 35.20 35.25 34.75 35.05
MOIL 162.00 162.00 159.10 159.80
BAJAJCON 339.00 339.00 334.65 335.40
UFLEX 247.50 247.50 238.00 240.45
VGUARD 226.00 227.95 224.60 225.75
MAHINDCIE 230.00 230.00 223.10 225.00
NESCO 493.95 520.00 489.10 511.95
OFSS 3551.25 3565.00 3481.00 3514.70
CARBORUNIV 373.80 375.20 368.00 374.10
SONATSOFTW 339.00 339.00 331.50 333.00
EMAMILTD 397.85 398.00 392.35 394.55
SYMPHONY 1386.55 1397.30 1360.00 1374.95
CENTURYPLY 189.00 190.20 183.50 186.25
ASTRAL 1237.85 1254.00 1217.70 1247.60
MAHSCOOTER 3802.05 3872.00 3764.40 3827.65
INOXWIND 68.75 69.10 67.45 68.75
ZENSARTECH 243.25 243.25 235.00 238.30
MAHLOG 544.00 544.00 532.45 536.45
ADVENZYMES 192.00 193.00 188.85 191.50
JYOTHYLAB 189.35 189.35 181.70 184.10
GUJFLUORO 1058.30 1064.20 1050.35 1060.15
INOXLEISUR 321.55 323.40 315.00 315.80
DBCORP 193.40 193.40 188.70 191.05
MAHLIFE 368.50 370.70 362.25 363.60
NIACL 189.55 191.60 184.00 189.60
COFFEEDAY 271.25 273.90 262.30 264.45
BDL 297.05 297.15 287.90 288.15
CHAMBLFERT 167.45 167.90 165.00 165.75
SREINFRA 28.70 28.70 27.95 28.15
KNRCON 237.05 247.80 235.15 242.55
FORBESCO 2500.00 2520.00 2425.50 2484.30
LAURUSLABS 400.25 400.25 389.20 395.50
NH 219.00 219.75 214.60 219.50
THOMASCOOK 248.25 251.85 241.30 248.40
GRINDWELL 590.05 606.00 585.00 605.05
GUJALKALI 506.90 523.35 496.40 497.30
SUDARSCHEM 361.00 361.00 342.15 344.05
NBVENTURES 108.15 108.15 105.05 105.90
HAL 709.65 709.65 699.00 700.80
ASTRAZEN 2282.00 2284.10 2208.65 2265.10
LALPATHLAB 1054.00 1070.00 1045.35 1064.05
FINCABLES 486.05 486.05 473.15 479.40
INDOSTAR 418.00 419.00 400.60 408.20
NAVINFLUOR 718.50 718.50 701.00 709.80
CUB 202.00 203.00 200.95 202.20
PFIZER 3240.00 3247.85 3200.00 3211.30
VBL 840.00 845.20 826.15 831.80
SYNGENE 586.00 588.65 578.00 581.30
SJVN 24.95 24.95 24.20 24.35
HUDCO 44.80 44.90 44.00 44.15
ASTERDM 152.00 153.40 150.00 152.05
DEEPAKNI 268.00 271.55 266.30 267.30
DCMSHRIRAM 399.70 404.00 397.00 398.30
SUPPETRO 227.00 228.55 220.00 222.60
TIMETECHNO 100.50 100.50 97.00 97.20
HSIL 271.00 273.30 267.25 269.25
NILKAMAL 1432.75 1432.75 1386.00 1400.35
CYIENT 587.00 593.75 586.00 587.75
BOSCHLTD 18350.00 18350.00 18050.00 18175.85
EIHOTEL 194.95 195.70 190.50 193.05
KSCL 486.25 488.70 472.00 477.50

SUPREMEIND 1143.85 1143.85 1128.65 1134.80
GPPL 98.20 98.20 94.50 95.40
BIRLACORPN 524.95 526.45 515.05 519.40
UCOBANK 18.80 18.85 18.25 18.55
COROMANDEL 427.00 442.65 427.00 439.15
TEJASNET 189.05 191.45 187.10 189.85
ECLERX 1134.95 1141.95 1125.05 1131.35
WHIRLPOOL 1449.95 1452.50 1428.00 1431.10
TATACOFFEE 92.65 93.00 91.40 92.15
TVTODAY 317.15 318.75 307.00 317.25
BAJAJHLDNG 3325.00 3325.00 3280.00 3285.65
PGHH 10675.00 10788.75 10631.40 10720.90
ENDURANCE 1173.95 1174.95 1156.30 1161.00
TEAMLEASE 3016.35 3016.35 2895.05 2969.65
LUXIND 1392.95 1415.00 1362.95 1376.15
FORTIS 140.15 141.00 139.00 140.70
LINDEINDIA 488.55 488.70 475.90 478.65
CERA 2789.90 2809.90 2788.20 2804.65
ALKEM 1789.95 1789.95 1710.55 1721.40
AARTIIND 1641.00 1641.00 1620.00 1624.70
ATUL 3550.00 3562.45 3485.00 3545.45
GHCL 239.65 239.65 234.65 235.25
PARAGMILK 248.65 248.65 243.25 244.30
SKFINDIA 2058.00 2068.95 2008.05 2029.95
GEPIL 865.05 865.05 850.05 857.30
BAYERCROP 4224.00 4295.00 4179.00 4234.75
GLAXO 1308.00 1308.00 1290.00 1298.10
JKCEMENT 886.00 889.60 879.00 888.95
PNCINFRA 158.15 158.15 153.30 154.50
GDL 145.75 145.85 140.55 144.05
FINOLEXIND 488.00 490.90 478.25 481.60
CORPBANK 28.00 28.40 27.80 27.95
MINDACORP 140.00 140.00 133.15 135.10
VTL 1126.05 1147.30 1110.00 1142.25
NLCINDIA 68.35 68.45 68.20 68.25
REDINGTON 96.20 99.00 96.20 97.85
MHRIL 240.00 245.00 238.60 240.95
ABBOTINDIA 8054.10 8054.10 7777.05 7810.95
SCHNEIDER 105.25 105.55 103.50 104.15
IOB 14.85 14.85 14.62 14.65
SANOFI 5770.05 5803.15 5751.15 5770.20
SADBHAV 240.00 240.30 237.70 239.30
NETWORK18 36.35 36.35 35.00 35.15
GREENPLY 172.75 172.75 168.80 169.20
JAGRAN 118.00 119.00 117.20 117.40
TIINDIA 372.00 376.55 370.00 374.45
BLUESTARCO 674.00 674.00 660.80 661.85
AIAENG 1770.00 1822.30 1770.00 1806.25
THYROCARE 516.00 519.95 509.40 511.20
LAOPALA 202.70 212.55 202.70 209.40
KRBL 350.00 352.00 344.15 345.20
SHOPERSTOP 454.20 456.80 449.90 451.95
JKLAKSHMI 374.65 381.30 371.00 371.70
APLLTD 535.00 540.00 530.20 534.40
IEX 158.20 161.00 157.40 158.35
SFL 1371.00 1410.00 1360.00 1399.50
EIDPARRY 203.60 204.20 201.55 203.15
UNITEDBNK 11.85 11.85 10.95 10.98
JSL 39.95 39.95 39.00 39.10
CAPPL 390.05 391.70 383.20 384.95
TNPL 206.80 209.00 204.85 207.05
TTKPRESTIG 8400.10 8407.45 8306.10 8326.55
SCHAEFFLER 5490.00 5530.00 5430.00 5477.40
ITDC 277.35 278.55 272.30 273.05
TATAINVEST 862.45 862.45 855.00 857.90
MONSANTO 2555.00 2610.00 2555.00 2588.10
GSKCONS 7212.40 7234.00 7168.90 7217.45
VMART 2740.00 2740.00 2615.05 2659.30
FLFL 476.05 482.45 473.55 481.50
PHOENIXLTD 622.00 622.00 607.80 613.40
NAVNETEDUL 114.15 114.75 113.00 113.45
CHOLAHLDNG 509.95 511.30 491.50 499.85
CCL 269.25 270.00 264.65 267.40
BASF 1381.05 1384.60 1374.50 1378.00
LAXMIMACH 6038.00 6038.00 5950.00 6004.30
AEGISLOG 209.40 210.75 207.50 208.35
AKZOINDIA 1774.40 1775.00 1758.20 1766.20
BLUEDART 3225.05 3289.90 3207.00 3223.85
ZYDUSWELL 1319.30 1324.30 1296.95 1300.80
ELGIEQUIP 260.25 260.25 255.35 256.75
TIMKEN 591.30 592.40 581.15 583.60
SHARDACROP 396.30 396.30 385.00 389.55
CARERATING 992.75 992.75 986.45 988.50
ORIENTCEM 96.35 96.60 92.85 93.90
SUNCLAYLTD 2949.00 2949.00 2828.00 2856.50
SOMANYCERA 420.00 420.00 412.35 415.50
HATSUN 732.00 735.75 718.90 733.75
ASAHIINDIA 257.00 258.40 252.05 255.10
CENTRUM 33.05 33.40 32.80 32.80
SOLARINDS 1074.80 1075.00 1055.00 1069.25
JCHAC 1941.25 1974.95 1915.00 1922.20
ERIS 637.20 637.20 623.00 627.90
3MINDIA 24950.05 25114.85 24800.00 24848.85
FDC 165.75 165.75 163.70 164.90
HONAUT 23750.00 23947.50 23400.00 23807.80
KIOCL 138.15 138.60 135.00 135.20
SIS 840.50 845.75 837.00 844.45
DHANUKA 403.00 405.00 394.00 397.00
GALAXYSURF 1074.00 1096.00 1000.00 1006.65
TRITURBINE 109.00 109.00 107.10 108.20
SUPRAJIT 228.20 230.00 221.00 223.95
GAYAPROJ 173.05 176.95 173.05 176.30
TVSSRICHAK 2200.00 2233.85 2200.00 2214.40
APARINDS 696.85 698.65 693.00 695.00
IFBIND 860.00 871.10 852.00 863.50
GULFOILLUB 877.50 880.00 870.00 875.00
KPRMILL 575.85 575.85 572.00 572.45
SHRIRAMCIT 1784.00 1806.00 1784.00 1792.70
RATNAMANI 886.00 886.00 886.00 886.00

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11856.15 11856.15 11738.50 11752.80 -34.35
RELIANCE 1375.00 1389.75 1365.00 1386.05 42.30
JSWSTEEL 291.20 301.30 286.50 299.60 8.40
TATAMOTORS 231.90 239.30 230.60 235.80 5.30
BPCL 358.00 365.00 353.80 362.95 5.45
WIPRO 289.00 289.55 280.20 284.55 3.65
TCS 2149.90 2155.00 2114.20 2149.25 17.45
ASIANPAINT 1464.00 1479.90 1460.30 1469.00 10.00
BAJAJ-AUTO 3069.00 3089.90 3041.20 3080.00 11.55
TITAN 1125.95 1129.50 1113.50 1123.90 3.85
IOC 157.45 157.45 154.15 156.20 0.50
CIPLA 562.00 566.65 553.20 561.00 1.65
TECHM 804.00 809.00 798.10 800.00 1.90
HINDUNILVR 1738.55 1744.10 1729.25 1742.00 3.45
BAJAJFINSV 7593.00 7595.00 7465.00 7591.55 12.60
SUNPHARMA 463.90 466.00 456.70 463.20 0.65
ULTRACEMCO 4279.70 4279.70 4220.00 4260.55 5.50
GAIL 354.40 354.40 348.50 352.00 0.40
HEROMOTOCO 2742.90 2759.90 2732.55 2742.40 2.75
ONGC 160.85 162.20 159.05 160.50 0.05
COALINDIA 251.75 252.90 249.60 251.55 -0.05
AXISBANK 778.40 779.00 769.00 770.05 -1.05
UPL 935.05 938.95 926.10 932.50 -1.40
MARUTI 7533.10 7539.35 7434.05 7440.00 -18.55
HDFCBANK 2313.00 2315.05 2288.00 2293.00 -12.05
HCLTECH 1108.00 1123.90 1090.50 1101.00 -6.05
BAJFINANCE 3038.70 3046.00 2995.00 3015.00 -17.50
ITC 308.25 308.25 303.55 305.00 -2.20
DRREDDY 2827.95 2827.95 2791.35 2802.50 -22.60
BRITANNIA 3029.85 3029.85 2988.15 2995.00 -25.50
M&M 689.60 691.95 681.25 682.05 -6.05
ICICIBANK 411.00 411.00 402.60 403.35 -3.65
POWERGRID 197.35 197.85 193.50 194.90 -1.95
HDFC 2040.00 2047.90 1998.15 2005.00 -21.70
BHARTIARTL 349.50 350.45 332.65 344.90 -3.85
INFY 722.50 722.50 712.75 715.70 -8.40
KOTAKBANK 1386.40 1392.00 1362.85 1369.90 -16.50
EICHERMOT 21378.00 21469.95 20949.55 21000.00 -270.55
LT 1387.00 1387.60 1357.40 1362.50 -18.90
ADANIPORTS 395.00 395.50 388.90 389.50 -6.15
NTPC 137.50 137.85 135.05 135.35 -2.20
SBIN 315.80 315.80 308.05 310.20 -5.55
TATASTEEL 553.50 554.50 536.70 542.60 -10.65
GRASIM 887.40 887.90 861.60 865.00 -18.55
INFRATEL 312.95 314.45 303.25 306.00 -6.95
ZEEL 418.00 418.00 401.00 402.50 -13.05
INDUSINDBK 1816.00 1823.75 1752.30 1757.60 -57.55
VEDL 185.30 186.90 178.00 178.40 -6.55
HINDALCO 216.15 216.15 206.25 207.00 -7.95
YESBANK 266.40 267.95 254.05 255.55 -10.90
IBULHSGFIN 833.00 833.95 788.65 795.50 -36.95

�������
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28593.75 28639.70 28304.10 28419.55 -122.90
GICRE 255.40 261.80 245.25 261.50 10.75
BANDHANBNK 563.00 577.40 562.00 569.90 12.15
ABB 1414.10 1449.00 1414.10 1436.00 24.35
CONCOR 515.90 523.00 508.10 520.30 8.10
ICICIGI 1089.00 1100.00 1070.40 1099.80 16.65
AUROPHARMA 785.00 794.00 779.00 789.15 6.75
NMDC 104.10 105.15 102.90 104.60 0.60
HINDPETRO 265.00 269.50 258.15 266.00 1.35
HDFCAMC 1571.10 1589.00 1531.50 1586.20 5.90
DIVISLAB 1716.00 1731.75 1713.00 1721.00 6.40
LUPIN 833.00 837.60 820.95 835.80 2.85
SHREECEM 19598.10 19819.90 19333.20 19661.00 65.50
ICICIPRULI 364.05 367.90 358.40 365.75 1.05
MARICO 362.25 368.40 362.25 365.00 1.00
AMBUJACEM 232.00 235.25 230.00 232.40 0.40
HINDZINC 282.30 284.95 281.55 282.80 0.20
PGHH 10660.00 10750.00 10625.15 10699.90 1.25
GODREJCP 669.85 673.00 664.75 667.50 -0.70
NIACL 187.25 192.00 186.20 189.00 -0.20
PETRONET 239.10 242.85 238.85 240.30 -0.30
HAVELLS 751.15 767.60 751.15 756.05 -2.10
SBILIFE 621.00 621.40 611.75 616.00 -1.70
COLPAL 1226.00 1227.90 1214.00 1218.40 -3.50
CADILAHC 339.65 340.40 334.25 336.90 -1.00
MCDOWELL-N 558.90 558.90 545.10 554.20 -1.85
ACC 1705.80 1709.75 1680.00 1697.35 -5.65
MRF 58203.00 58400.10 57526.10 57848.50 -207.60
SIEMENS 1185.00 1194.60 1171.50 1185.80 -4.35
MOTHERSUMI 159.75 162.90 156.20 157.45 -0.75
ASHOKLEY 97.00 97.20 94.05 95.85 -0.50
HDFCLIFE 409.35 413.70 395.90 406.40 -2.15
BAJAJHLDNG 3307.00 3324.95 3280.00 3285.55 -18.55
DABUR 409.90 412.00 403.55 405.50 -3.50
DLF 183.85 185.70 179.25 181.75 -1.60
PEL 2681.60 2694.75 2613.55 2647.00 -25.95
NHPC 24.05 24.10 23.55 23.75 -0.25
BHEL 78.00 78.00 75.75 75.90 -0.80
BOSCHLTD 18444.95 18444.95 18071.55 18071.55 -201.90
BIOCON 624.00 624.90 612.40 615.35 -7.15
PAGEIND 23711.20 24123.00 23460.05 23535.95 -300.65
SRTRANSFIN 1237.00 1242.00 1202.65 1213.20 -16.40
OFSS 3550.00 3569.40 3507.15 3514.00 -49.05
UBL 1435.00 1439.95 1417.00 1420.00 -22.50
INDIGO 1597.00 1650.00 1542.25 1555.10 -26.80
L&TFH 149.65 150.95 145.75 146.35 -3.20
PIDILITIND 1284.95 1302.70 1252.10 1259.70 -32.05
SAIL 59.00 59.10 56.15 57.15 -1.55
IDEA 18.10 18.15 16.95 17.45 -0.50
DMART 1415.00 1424.00 1353.00 1362.00 -48.65
BANKBARODA 130.85 131.05 125.75 126.05 -4.85
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The nearly two-year investi-
gation by special counsel

Robert Mueller found "no evi-
dence" of a "collusion" between
the Trump campaign and the
Russian government during
the 2016 US elections, Attorney
General William Barr
Thursday announced
Thursday, in a major relief to
President Donald Trump.

Addressing the media at
the Department of Justice here
on the release of Mueller's
redacted report on the investi-
gation into Russian interference
in the 2016 presidential elec-
tion.

Mueller was chosen to
head the investigation in 2017
following concerns from US
intelligence agencies that Russia
had tried to tip the election in
Trump's favour. The business-
man-turned-politician defeat-
ed former secretary of state
Hillary Clinton in the 2016

presidential election.
Barr said Mueller investi-

gated a number of links or con-
tacts between Trump
Campaign officials and indi-
viduals connected with the
Russian government.

"After reviewing those con-
tacts, the special counsel did
not find any conspiracy to vio-
late US law involving Russia-
linked persons and any persons
associated with the Trump
campaign," Barr said on the
400-page report.

He, however, said the
Russian government sought to
interfere in US election process.

Barr emphasised that the
primary purposes of the Special
Counsel's investigation was to
determine whether members of
the presidential campaign of
Trump, or any individuals asso-
ciated with that campaign,
conspired or coordinated with
the Russian government to
interfere in the 2016 election. 

The Special Counsel's

report states that his "investi-
gation did not establish that
members of the Trump
Campaign conspired or coor-
dinated with the Russian gov-
ernment in its election inter-
ference activities."

"I am sure that all
Americans share my concerns
about the efforts of the Russian
government to interfere in our
presidential election. 

As the Special Counsel's
report makes clear, the Russian
government sought to interfere
in our election. 

"But thanks to the Special
Counsel's thorough investiga-
tion, we now know that the
Russian operatives who perpe-
trated these schemes did not
have the cooperation of President
Trump or the Trump campaign
— or the knowing assistance of
any other Americans for that
matter," he said."That is some-
thing that all Americans can and
should be grateful to have con-
firmed," Barr said.
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North Korea said on
Thursday that it had test-

fired a new type of "tactical
guided weapon," its first such
test in nearly half a year, and
demanded that Washington
remove Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo from nuclear negotia-
tions.

The test, which didn't
appear to be of a banned mid-
or long-range ballistic missile
that could scuttle negotiations,
allows North Korea to show its
people it is pushing ahead with
weapons development while
also reassuring domestic mili-
tary officials worried that diplo-
macy with Washington signals
weakness.

Separately, the North
Korean Foreign Ministry
accused Pompeo of playing
down the significance of com-
ments by leader Kim Jong Un,
who said last week that
Washington has until the end of
the year to offer mutually
acceptable terms for an agree-

ment to salvage the high-stakes
nuclear diplomacy. 

Both the demand for
Pompeo's removal from the
talks and the weapon test point
to North Korea's displeasure
with the deadlocked negotia-
tions. In a statement issued
under the name of Kwon Jong
Gun, director general of the
American Affairs Department
at the Foreign Ministry, North
Korea accused Pompeo of "talk-
ing nonsense" and misrepre-
senting Kim's comments.

During a speech at Texas
A&M on Monday, Pompeo
said Kim promised to denu-
clearize during his first summit
with President Donald Trump
and that U.S. Officials were
working with the North
Koreans to "chart a path for-
ward so we can get there." 

"He (Kim) said he wanted
it done by the end of the year,"
Pompeo said. "I'd love to see
that done sooner." The North
Korean statement said Pompeo
was "misrepresenting the mean-
ing of our requirement" for the

negotiations to be finalized by
the year's end, and referred to
his "talented skill of fabricating
stories." 

It said Pompeo's continued
participation in the negotiations
would ensure that the talks
become "entangled" and called
for a different counterpart who
is "more careful and mature in
communicating with us." In a
speech at his rubber-stamp
parliament last week, Kim said
he is open to a third summit
with Trump, but only if the
United States changes its 
stance on sanctions enforce-
ment and pressure by the end
of the year.

Kim observed the unspec-
ified weapon being fired
Wednesday by the Academy of
Defense Science, the North's
state-run Korean Central News
Agency said. Kim was report-
ed to have said "the develop-
ment of the weapon system
serves as an event of very
weighty significance in increas-
ing the combat power of the
People's Army." 
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North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un will visit Russia

later this month, the Kremlin
said Thursday, in a meeting
that offers President Vladimir
Putin an opportunity to emerge
as a broker in the long-running
nuclear standoff and raise
Russia’s profile in regional
affairs.

The Kremlin said in a brief
statement Thursday that Kim
will visit Russia "in the second
half of April" on Putin's invi-
tation, but gave no further
details. Russian media have
been abuzz in recent days with
rumors about the rare meeting
between the leaders.

Putin is set to visit China
later this month, and some
media speculated that he could
meet with Kim in Vladivostok,
the far eastern port city near
the border with North Korea.

Kim said last week that he

is open to a third summit with
US President Donald Trump,
but set the year's end as a dead-
line for Washington to offer
mutually acceptable terms for
a deal. The North Korean
leader blamed the collapse of
his February summit with
Trump on what he described as
unilateral demands by the US.

For Kim, the meeting may
allow him to expand his
options in talks with Trump
and also balance the influence
of China, the main ally and
sponsor of the communist
North.

Moscow maintained close
ties with Pyongyang during the
Soviet era, building dozens of
factories and key infrastructure,
sending supplies and providing
weapons for the North Korean
military. Those ties withered
after the 1991 Soviet collapse,
when Moscow cold-shouldered
former Soviet allies amid the
nation's economic meltdown. 
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Pakistan's Finance Minister
Asad Umar, who was

involved in extensive discus-
sions with the IMF to finalise
a bailout package for the cash-
strapped country, quit the
Cabinet on Thursday after
Prime Minister Imran Khan
expressed his desire to shift him
to the energy ministry.

Umar, who recently
returned from a trip to the US
in which the details of
Pakistan's next International
Monetary Fund bailout were
finalised, said he has obtained
the prime minister's consent "to
not take any cabinet position".

"As part of a cabinet
reshuffle, prime minister
desired that I take the energy
minister portfolio instead of
finance," Umar said. "However,
I have obtained his consent to

not take any cabinet position."
Prime Minister Khan-led

government and Finance
Minister Umar in particular
have faced mounting criticism
by opposition parties, members
of the business community
and citizens over the handling
of the economic crisis. On
Monday, the Pakistani media
reported that a major reshuffle
was on the cards in the Finance
Ministry.

However, Information
Minister Fawad Chaudhry
denied the reports of the

reshuffle. "There is no truth in
reports regarding changes in
posts of federal ministers. The
prime minister has the power
to change ministers and the
media should play a responsi-
ble role on this subject," he
tweeted.

Cash-strapped Pakistan is
seeking USD 8 billion from the
IMF to bail itself out from a
severe balance-of-payments
crisis that threatens to cripple
the country's economy.
Pakistan has so far received a
total of USD 9.1 billion in
financial aid packages from
friendly countries like China,
Saudi Arabia and the UAE
during the current fiscal year.

Finance Minister Umar
said earlier this month that a
mission of the IMF would visit
Islamabad soon after the spring
meetings of the World Bank
Group, which includes the
IMF, and an agreement should
be signed by the end of this
month. 
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Nepal Thursday successful-
ly launched its first satel-

lite into space from the US to
gather detailed geographical
information of the Himalayan
nation, evoking unbridled
excitement among the people
and scientists.

Developed by the Nepalese
scientists, NepaliSat-1 satellite
was launched at 2.31 am (Nepal
time) from Virginia in United
States, according to Nepal
Academy of Science and
Technology (NAST).

Two Nepali scientists,
Aabhas Maskey and Hariram
Shrestha who are currently
studying at Japanese Kyushu
Institute of Technology, devel-
oped the satellite under the
BIRDS project of their institute.

Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli congratulated all the sci-
entists and institutions involved
in the development of the satel-
lite. He said it was a matter of
prestige for the country to
have its own satellite.

"Though a humble begin-
ning, with the launching of
NepaliSat-1 Nepal has entered

the Space-Era. I wish to con-
gratulate all those scientists
and institutions that were
involved right from the devel-
opment to its launching there-
by enhancing the prestige of
our country," he said in a
tweet.

Spokesperson for NAST
Suresh Kumar Dhungel said
they invested in the satellite in
a bid to open new paths for
space engineering in the coun-
try.

He said with the help of
NepaliSat-1, ground station
located at NAST office will
communicate and gather
images of the geographical
area of the country.

NepaliSat-1 is a low orbit
satellite which will be in the
400-km distance from the

Earth's surface. It will be sta-
tioned at the International
Space Station for a month and
then it will be sent to orbit the
earth, according to NAST.

The satellite will take pho-
tographs on a regular basis to
gather geographical informa-
tion of the country.

The satellite has a Nepali
flag and the NAST logo. It also
has the name of the scientists
involved in the making of the
satellite.

Nepal Academy of Science
and Technology has invested
nearly Rs 20 million for the
satellite that weighs 1.3 kilo-
grams, a small satellite with
limited capability.

Nepal's first entry into
space has brought huge excite-
ment among people and sci-
entists.

NAST initiated the launch
of the country's own satellite
under the BIRDS project of the
Japanese Kyushu Institute of
Technology.

The BIRDS project has
been designed in association
with the United Nations and
aims at helping countries
launch their first satellite. 
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Twenty-nine German
tourists were killed on

Wednesday when a bus crashed
on the Portuguese island of
Madeira.

Televised images showed
the bus had spun off the road,
apparently having flipped sev-
eral times, before crashing into
a house at the bottom of a
slope.

"Horrible news comes to us
from Madeira," a German gov-
ernment spokesman tweeted
after the deadly crash.

"Our deep sorrow goes 
to all those who lost their lives
in the bus accident, our
thoughts are with the injured,"
he added.

Filipe Sousa, mayor of
Santa Cruz where the accident
happened, said 17 women and
11 men were killed in 
the crash, with another 21
injured.
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Haman-hai-ishq — love is all there
is — words evocative of India’s rich

pluralistic tradition represented the
quintessence of what Haku Shah, a cel-
ebrated Gandhian artist and social
anthropologist of exceptional vision,
stood for. His death at the age of 84,
after a long illness on March 21, didn’t
go unnoticed. The National Gallery of
Modern Art celebrated his extraordi-
nary life by hosting an evening of music
and intimate reminiscences. 

An avant-garde in more ways than
one, Shah mainstreamed rural, tribal,
folk art and craft by bridging the
chasm between elitism and art that has
often been relegated to the eponymous
category of folk or subaltern tribal
expressions. His love for folk artists and
artisans evolved as part of a burgeon-
ing movement in the 50s for the creative
intersection of craft and design. One of
his first assignments was at the Weavers’
Service Centre established by Pupul
Jayakar near the Opera House in
Mumbai. An astonishing number of

artists with different terms of
engagement gravitated to the
centres and elsewhere —

Prabhakar Barwe, Jeram Patel,
Jogen Chowdhury, Himmat Shah,

Gautam Vaghela, Bhasker Kulkarni,
Amrut Patel and Manu Parekh to name

but just a few. Also budding scenogra-
phers like Rajeev Sethi and Martand
Singh. KG Subramanyan came occa-
sionally and created stunning stand-
alone sculptures from the fibres of
handspun wool. Haku Shah thrived in
this hothouse of creativity. His next
assignment, a long stint with the
National Institute of Design, was also
not an act of artistic hubris, but was dri-
ven by the need to research tribal art
and crafts, rituals and belief systems
that had intrigued him for a long time.
In 1978 he was appointed advisor to the
Mingei International Museum at San
Diego in California .

Shah’s exquisite personal collection
of terracotta objects picked up from vil-
lages near Valod, Mandvi, Buhari,
Poshina and Chhota Udaipur in Gujarat

and the tribal areas of Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka was the seedbed of a series
of revelatory and beautifully curated
exhibitions, beginning with a modest
display in Sevagram in 1955. His trav-
elling terracotta exhibition, Forms of
Mother Clay, was first curated for the
Crafts Museum in Delhi. It pioneered
some of the best curatorial practices.
Another precious exhibition, Unknown
India, on tribal ritual art, curated with
art historian Dr Stella Kramrisch for the
Philadelphia Museum of Art in 1968,
took the art world by storm. He also
contributed to the richness of the
Festival of India exhibitions in UK, USA
and Japan, challenging rigid binaries by
drawing attention to powerful artistic
imaginations at work. 

Several interesting stories unrav-
elled at Haku Shah’s remembrance
meet at NGMA. His son Parthiv’s story
of a Vaghri woman hawker who would
visit their home in Paldi, Ahmedabad
with a basket full of clay toys day after
day, encouraged by his father to create
new art forms. Some of her work are
part of the permanent exhibits at the
Philadelphia Museum. Professor Parul
Dave’s story of Saroja, the impoverished
wife of a locked out textile mill work-
er who was encouraged to make figu-
rative appliqué that was later celebrat-
ed worldwide, was an eye-opener.
Manu Parekh’s story of Gopal Jogi, an
itinerant ballad singer from a drought-
hit area in Rajasthan, who was work-
ing as a stone breaker at a construction
site when Shah spotted him and
encouraged him to draw, uncovered his
potential as an artist. Shah’s visceral
engagement with rural, tribal art for
more than half a century and his cru-

sade-like zeal in promoting artisans was
remembered with great affection by
Rajeev Sethi.

As a teacher, Shah mentored gen-
erations of students at the National
Institute of Design, taught at the School
of  Architecture and joined the
University of California in the spring of
1991 to teach a studio course in Textiles
and Design as a distinguished Regents’
professor. He was a conscientious
researcher and authored several books
and monographs on folk and tribal art,
deconstructing the semiotics of rites
and rituals embedded in nature and
earth with eminent scholars like
Eberhard Fischer, Stella Kramrisch,
Joan Erikson and Charles and Ray
Eames. His book on Votive Terracottas
of Gujarat has acquired a cult status.
Jyotindra Jain, who partnered with
him to research on Temple Tents for the
Mother Goddesses in Gujarat, a 225-
page monograph with 460 plates, spoke
about their shared passion for research
that would often keep them awake till
2 at night as they roamed the streets of
the old city of Ahmedabad  to study the
nocturnal rituals of Matani Pachedi
artisans.

One of Shah’s most seminal contri-
butions was establishing an ethno-
graphic Tribal Museum at the Gujarat
Vidyapith and a crafts village in
Udaipur. His own body of work res-
onates at many levels, from the tender,
visual rendering of nirguna poetry and
imagery derived from folklore to potent
expressions of Gandhi’s satyagraha in
a 2015 exhibition evocatively titled
Nitya Gandhi. Glimpses of his work on
the beautiful memory wall created by
the NGMA team, Vidya Shah’s exquis-
ite rendering of Kabir’s songs, Jhini
Chadariya and Naiharwa Humka Na
Bhave, Antara’s luminous weavers’ song
taught by her grandfather and Anant’s
poignant tribute to his dada who would
not have liked all this fuss was what
made the evening at NGMA so special.

(The author is a former civil ser-
vant and currently the adviser to the

Crafts Museum).

This year, many streets and
towns in Germany are cel-
ebrating Bauhaus’ centenni-

al, an arthouse movement that
gave us clean, minimalist lines in
architecture, the kind that defines
the look of new-age buildings
across the world. The movement
represented a break from ceremo-
nial grandeur and opulence. It
radically simplified forms, com-
bined rationality with functional-
ity and lent credence to the idea
that mass production was recon-
cilable with the individual artis-
tic spirit. It also used basic mate-
rials.

From Weimar to Berlin and
Dessau, it would be a celebration
across the nation through exhibi-
tions, awareness programmes,
performances and workshops.
However, if Romit Theophilus,
director for India, the German
National Tourist Office, is to be
believed then its accents have
also percolated to India, particu-
larly in Kolkata,  where
Rabindranath Tagore internalised
it in 1922. The Indian Society of
Oriental Art introduced the con-
cept.

The movement didn’t initial-
ly include other cultures and was
not prevalent worldwide except in
Germany and a few European
nations. However, Theophilus
says that it is prevalent everywhere
now. “It’s just that we don’t notice
how it is deeply embedded in our
very cultures and everyday
lifestyles.” He believes that the
generations after the movement
dissipated never learnt much
about it to understand its value
and presence in our lives. “When

Bauhaus started, it was a move-
ment that was changing European
ideologies at that time. And by the
time, the movement ended, due to
certain issues like funding, man-
agement, war, and more, its mas-
ters travelled across the world and
went to places like the US and
London. They continued the
movement in traces. They took it
along with themselves,” he says,
which is how it manifested itself
from the biggest structures to the
smallest things.

From 1919 to 1933, it was only
in 14 years that the Bauhaus
movement brought in a surge of

transformation in the modern
thinking about arts and culture,
fashion, urban trends and the
public realm. However, why is it
that it holds so much importance
even today? Theophilus explains
that there are things we have for
our everyday utilities which were
birthed from the revolution.
However, we do not realise their
origin. “This is the unique thing
about their products. What was
made 100 years ago could also be
used today. For instance, its defin-
itive lamp shades have a very sim-
plistic design and are used even
today. Also, the baby cradle is still
relevant.”

He explains that the whole
idea of Bauhaus is “simplicity, not
just in architecture but goes into
various fields. Sometimes we don’t
even know where it is coming
from but we see it everyday.”

And though people may
believe that the movement died, it
actually kept evolving constantly.
“We might not even realise what
all aspects have changed everyday.
Even about the German Embassy
in India, we were told by the
Deputy Ambassador that he could
see Bauhaus everytime he drives
across the city. So, it did survive
well actually. Even today it has
been embracing new things to
survive and change,” he says.

India recently witnessed 100
years of the Jallianwala Bagh mas-
sacre of 1919. The event was a
watershed in the history of Indian
nationalism and continues to
reverberate even today. Well, there
are always certain events in histo-
ry which stay important even
after years of their occurrence but

need to be revived with time.
Bauhaus is one such. Theophilus
says, “To bring such things back
into focus, we need to remember
the old masters. Because even if
we are using it everyday in refer-
ences and common day examples,
we might not know that it was first
inspired by the school. And hence,
on its 100th anniversary, all across
Germany, institutions and Gothic
schools, Max Mueller Bhawans
here, and even the tourism indus-
try, we are focussing on reviving
ideas of Bauhaus. With this, we
aim to bring it to India on a large
scale as well. We also invite cul-
turally-minded travellers to
explore this birthplace of mod-
ernism.”

It was seen on the screens
from China to the US recently,
how the massive fire at the Notre
Dame Cathedral became a horri-
fying scene against the Parisian
sky. He says, “It’s important to pre-
serve such monuments as they are
a symbol of ancient heritage.
They need to be revived and
reminded of with time. The same
is the case with the Bauhaus
movement. We need to be very
careful and mindful. And not
just from fire or other man-made
disasters, but even from pollu-
tion.”

He tells us that history has
always been the primary
focus of German tourism.
“The previous year, we had
culinary revolution in
Germany, this year is the
Bauhaus and the next year,
it would be the 150th
anniversary of Beethoven,”
he says.

As the Angriya cruise boat
headed out to sea from

Mumbai, past the Gateway of
India, Hyundai India used the
opportunity to unveil its new
compact SUV, the Venue. While
the standing joke among auto-
motive journalists was about the
unique ‘venue’, the car was itself
quite interesting. This segment
was birthed by the Indian gov-
ernment’s ridiculous excise rules
that gave concessions to cars
below four metres in length and
with smaller engines, instead of
a progressive level of taxation
based on emissions. The Ford
EcoSport was the first SUV to
take advantage of this rule, but
now carmakers are developing
products specifically targeting
this segment, and making
adjustments for this market.
You had the Maruti-Suzuki
Vitara Brezza, developed for
India by an Indian team and
Mahindra’s engineers recently
re-engineered the Ssangyong
Tivoli, reducing length to adhere
to Indian norms as the XUV300.
And now the Hyundai Venue
does that too. This model is a
global product as India has
been on the top of the mind for
the Korean carmaker. Indeed,
the Indian unveil took place an
hour before the car was show-
cased at the New York auto
show.

There is a global market for
compact Sports Utility Vehicles,
and the Indian market is no dif-
ferent. But Hyundai had no
product in this segment other
than the hastily put together i20
Active, which was an i20 that has
a bit of extra plastic cladding and
a raised suspension. And if

you’re thinking that the Venue
is similar to the i20, far from it.
It looks unique and the head-
lights and front indicators look
similar to those on the Tata
Harrier, although both cars were
developed concurrently. It is a
very unique looking product
and with stand-out front design
and a very nice rear-end, it is
possibly one of the smartest
vehicles to enter the market now.

And all of this has been
done without compromising
on interior space. In fact, the
interiors are where the Venue
really shines. Hyundai India is
actually launching its connectiv-
ity suite, Blue Link, with the
Venue when it goes on sale from
May 21. Connectivity and info-
tainment are huge selling points,
or that is what carmakers think
and the Venue has a Vodafone-
Idea eSIM car that allows you to
use Hyundai’s concierge services
and Here Maps with live traffic
data sources from Ola.
Personally, I’m happy if a car has
an Apple CarPlay system which
gives me all that minus a
concierge service. Or Android
Auto, both of which offer me
music-streaming services. But
Hyundai is ensuring that both
services will still work on the
Venue.

The Venue’s unveiling was
also an opportunity to meet
Hyundai India’s new Managing
Director, SS Kim, and his
understanding of the Indian
market. While he is still new to
India, Kim did mention that
Hyundai will be going all guns
out with the Venue. However,
with Hyundai about to launch
the electric Kona in India in a
couple of months, he did say
that we  still have to work on
improving electric vehicle infra-

structure as well as increas-
ing Indian consumer

acceptance of the
higher prices of
electric cars.
Well on
A n g r i y a ,
things were
pretty electric
already. 
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��How different do you find
the Kayastha cuisine from
others?

Kayastha cuisine is an
adapted cuisine, not a region-
al one. Kayasthas brought the
royal Mughal cuisine to the
locals, hence creating their
own adapted version of these
dishes. It doesn’t belong to any
particular region of India as
the Kayasthas are spread all
over the country. These factors
probably make it one of the
most unique cuisines of the
country.

�� How do you think such
traditional cuisines should be
encouraged to bring them to
the level of other global
cuisines?

India being the country
which is vast in culture, always
has space for all. I do believe
a global exposure through
social media showcasing
the beauty of this cuisine
will  be helpful.
Whether through
food enthusiasts
writing more
about this or
food critics giv-
ing their valu-
able feedback on
these dishes.
Through chef
tables that I
o r g a n -
ise, my
p r i m e
goal is to
bring forth
this cuisine to as
many as I can, making sure the
legacy of my ancestors is car-
ried forward respectfully. 

��How have you customised
your dishes to suit other
preferences which are not
familiar with the Kayastha
cuisine?

Since it’s an adapted cui-
sine from Mughals, people

are already familiar with the
flavours and spices and so it
doesn’t need too much cus-
tomisation. However, I always
include a touch of garam
masala. For instance, the main
ingredient for Murgi Gulaabi
is rose petal powder, washed
dried and crushed. I use it
since roses were the Mughal
favourite and so are mine.

�� What are some
of the most successful

food experiments that you
have mastered?

I have worked mostly
upon meaty dishes and
Indian desserts, with a bit of

Western fusion as well
as tradition-

al. I have
e x p e r i -

m e n t e d
with Sabudana

Kheer giving it the
flavour of blueberries and
lavender.

�� How do you think the
Indian foodie is accepting
global food trends? 

Indians are very open to
new concepts lately and are
ready when it comes to exper-
imenting with their taste buds.
For instance, modern Indian

cuisine has taken a great step
forward and is being appreci-
ated by a number of people. 

�� What is it that could be
the greatest cause of failure in
a chef ’s dish?

Unbalanced flavours, intu-
itive cooking and compro-
mising with the quality of
ingredients. I recently did an
event in Kolkata where unfor-
tunately due to some reasons
I had to compromise the qual-
ity of the ingredient which
made my dish zero in terms of
flavours. One has to make sure
the availability of the quality of
ingredients wherever and
whenever one is cooking.

�� How has your cooking
evolved over the years in
terms of keeping track of
the latest trends?

In the world of fusion and
latest gastronomical style of
cooking, I believe one still
looks back to that bygone era
which used to fill our hearts
and not just the tummy. With
traditional cuisines one can’t
experiment much with ingre-
dients and style, but can only
master the old techniques and
present it to the new world in
their own signature style.
However, I don’t follow the lat-
est trend but I make sure I give
the customer a complete expe-
rience of not just the food but
the journey along with it. 

��Food is subjective. Some
may like a dish and some
won’t. How do you deal with
negative criticism to your
food?

With all due respect, peo-
ple will always have opinions.
No one can ever deny that fact.
And food is very subjective.
The sooner one understands
that, the sooner negative crit-
icism won’t seem like censure
anymore.

I could hear the laughter
much before I reached the
place. And it seemed to be

drifting out wave upon fre-
quent wave. It was a Sunday
afternoon and I was standing
outside Plum by Bent Chair,
Aerocity, which I had been
hearing about frequently in the
past few months. Described
variously as the most
“Instagrammable restaurant”
and “one where you can buy
everything that you see includ-
ing the furniture,” it was indeed
a surprise that no one had spo-
ken about the happy, infectious
vibe that seems to pervade the
place. And if one was to mis-
takenly think that it was a place
for the young to hang out at, I
could see several tables where
three generations of a family
were happily congregating over
what seemed to be an extend-
ed lunch.

Now, coming back to what
the restaurant has been mak-
ing waves for. A joint effort by
restaurateur Priyank Sukhija
along with partner Natasha
Jain (the lady behind Bent
Chair), it started with a unique
concept of combining retail
with eating out. So while you
eat, if you happen to admire
anything from the comfortable
furniture that you are sitting on
or the plates that you are
served in or even the lamps
that light up the place or any
of the paintings, vases or wall
décor and wish to cart them
back home, all you have to do

is order. Not surprisingly, the
idea has caught the fancy of
Delhiites.

The place is a splash of
colour with an abundance of
bright pinks and magentas,
vivid greens, happy yellows,
exuberant purples and more.
They feature as paint on the
walls, upholstery on the furni-
ture and the various acces-
sories that dot the place. Kitsch
is the word that can describe
the ambience but then, that
cannot fully convey the smor-
gasbord that it offers.

Whether a restaurant
works or not boils down to not
just the way it looks but the
way its food tastes. Here too, it
does not disappoint. Mostly.
We had a range of dimsums
starting with Fern Verdure,
which had mock duck meat. Its
filling, which was combined
with fresh corn, carrots, garlic

flakes and spicy chilli Plum oil,
made me look forward to what
was to follow. While you could
taste each element separately,
at the same time, they came
together beautifully as a whole,
which made for a dish that was
satisfying and at the same
time left me craving for more.

The Crystal Dumplings,
which had a filling of chest-
nuts, carrots and mushroom,
were elevated by the taste of
sea salt that stood out for the
crunch of its vegetables. The
spices were not overpowering
and the flavours that came
through were clean and those

of various vegetables.
We also had the Hanging

Globe Vegetation Bao and I can
say, without much of a doubt,
that it was the best that I have
tasted, ever. The covering was
soft, so much so that the only
equivalent I could think of as
I bit into it was that of a cloud.
The insides, stuffed with fresh
tofu and spinach, were deli-
cately flavoured with five
spices. My mouth watered at
its very thought even a few
days after I ate it.

Next up was Flying Cupid,
which is listed as ‘Plum-azing’
or rather the must-have at the

restaurant. This consists of
turnip cut into cubes and
flavoured with Cantonese
spice pepper, scallions and
golden garlic. I guess, my ver-
sion of the vegetable got the
better of me and while I did eat
it, I would not really order it
if I go back to the place.

We also ordered the
Planter Broccoli Bird Eye,
which Chef Sagar Bajaj told us,
was made by reducing milk
that gave it a slightly sweet
taste. The tempura broccoli
was crunchy and the bird-eye
chilli gave it a slight heat. The
chef told us that as compared
to Mumbai,  where they
opened the first outlet, the
chilli quotient was 30 per cent
higher as Delhi loves it hot.

Another favourite among
the clientele is the Dried Chilli
chicken, where the meat is
rubbed with Szechuan  pep-
per-infused oil and kept
overnight before being cooked.
Served with finely-chopped
red chilli, which is de-seeded,
boiled and then lightly tossed
in a wok to give it a crunch, the
dish is a hot favourite even
though it is poles apart from
the image that the mind con-
jures up when we say “chilli
chicken.”

We ended the meal with
Plum tropical fruit citrus
cheesecake, which was again a
surprise, served as it was with
a cocktail of diced apple and
pomegranate. A fresh end to a
soul-satisfying meal.
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Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola insisted VAR does pro-
duce "fair football" despite a cruel

Champions League quarter-final exit on away
goals to Tottenham after a pulsating tie ended
4-4 on aggregate.

City were 4-3 victors in Wednesday's sec-
ond leg, but for the third straight season failed
to reach the last four under Guardiola as two
big VAR reviews went in Spurs' favour.

Firstly, Fernando Llorente's decisive
goal 17 minutes from time stood despite the
ball appearing to clip the Spaniard's hand on
its way into the net.

Then deep into stoppage time, Raheem
Sterling had the strike that would have sealed
his hat-trick and seen City through ruled out
after Sergio Aguero was shown to be offside
in the build-up.

Elimination ended City's quest for a
quadruple and Guardiola lamented a series
of costly errors across both games, after
Aguero also missed a penalty in the first leg,
that saw his side bow out to a side 16 points
behind them in the Premier League.

Unlike Guardiola, Tottenham boss
Mauricio Pochettino has previously been a
critic of VAR, but believes the decisions to
award City a penalty in the first leg and not
punish Fernandinho for a clash with Harry
Kane balanced themselves out over the tie.

And the Argentine labelled his players
as "heroes" for reaching the semi-finals of the
European Cup for just the second time in
their history after a season in which they have
not signed a single player and played the
majority of the campaign at a temporary
home in Wembley.
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Guardiola's decision to not start Kevin

de Bruyne in the first leg will be further ques-
tioned as the Belgian bagged a hat-trick of
assists to take City to the brink of the last four.

The first set up the first of four goals in

11 minutes as Sterling opened the scoring.
However, Spurs struck back twice in

three minutes as Son Heung-min's double
took his tally for the season to 20.

Yet, with Kane expected to be sidelined
for the rest of the season, Pochettino has
another selection headache with Son sus-
pended for the first leg of Spurs' semi-final
against Ajax.

A kamikaze opening had another twist
as Bernardo Silva's effort deflected off
Danny Rose and wrong-footed Hugo Lloris
at his near post to bring City level on the
night.

By the midway point of the first-half, the
hosts were back in front as Bernardo and De

Bruyne played creators once more and
Sterling finished off a low cross at the back
post.

Spurs' hopes of holding on to their
advantage on away goals suffered another
blow when Moussa Sissoko was forced off
with an injury.

Pochettino chose attack as the best form
of defence by replacing the midfielder with
Llorente in what proved to be a decisive
change.

De Bruyne had his third assist on the
hour mark as he surged through midfield
before timing his pass for Aguero to perfec-
tion and the Argentine rifled past Lloris.

Having gone ahead for the first time in

the tie, Guardiola soon sent on Fernandinho
to restore some sense of control, but City
were pegged back again as an incredible tie
swung back in Tottenham's favour.

Kieran Trippier's corner was bundled in
by Llorente, but there was controversy as the
ball seemed to hit the striker's arm on its way
in.

After a VAR check, though, Turkish ref-
eree Cuneyt Cakir stood by his original deci-
sion and the goal stood.

And VAR went against City again deep
into stoppage time as delirium soon turned
to disbelief inside the Etihad when what
would have been a hat-trick for Sterling was
ruled out.
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Jurgen Klopp admitted he cannot
wait to lead Liverpool into a

Champions League semi-final against
Barcelona after watching his side crush
Porto 4-1 in Portugal on Wednesday to
complete a 6-1 aggregate victory in their
last-eight tie.

On a wet night at the Estadio do
Dragao, Liverpool weathered an early
storm against Porto before scoring
from their first attempt just before the
half-hour, Sadio Mane prodding home
for a goal given after a lengthy VAR
review.

Already in control of this tie after
a 2-0 win at Anfield in the first leg,
Liverpool had effectively killed off
Porto there and then, but Mohamed
Salah, substitute Roberto Firmino and
Virgil van Dijk added further goals after
the break.

Eder Militao scored a consolation
for the hosts 21 minutes from time, but
this was another miserable night for
them after they lost 5-0 to the same
opponents on this ground a year ago.

Liverpool now march on to a clash
with Lionel Messi's Barca, the first
meeting of the clubs since a last-16
encounter in 2006/07 that the Reds won
on away goals.

"I'm looking forward to it. The news
that there is a proper football game
between Barcelona and Liverpool is
great," said Klopp as his side move a
step closer to matching their run to the
final a year ago.

"To be in the semi-finals for the sec-
ond year running is a big statement. I
am really proud of the boys for what
they did."

On the night Manchester City's
quadruple bid died, the dream of a
Champions League and Premier League
double remains alive for Liverpool and
their supporters, whose spirits were not
dampened by the dreary weather by the
banks of the River Douro.

This was their 17th game without
defeat and their eighth straight victo-
ry, although Barcelona will offer a far

tougher test than Porto.
With the matches coming thick and

fast, he made three changes to his team
here following Sunday's 2-0 win over
Chelsea. Firmino and Naby Keita, who
both scored in the first leg, dropped out
along with Jordan Henderson.

They were replaced by Georginio
Wijnaldum, James Milner and Divock
Origi, with the latter making his first
Champions League start for the club.
However, the Belgian only played the
first half before making way for
Firmino.
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Porto had 13 attempts on goal in the

first 25 minutes, but would regret not
scoring while on top.

Porto needed an early goal tonight
and didn't score it. I'm completely
happy. It's only important to go
through, and we went through," Klopp
said.

Their opening goal came when
Salah — his every touch jeered by the
Porto support who felt he should have
been sent off in the first leg — rolled
the ball into the six-yard area for
Mane to get his 22nd of the campaign.

The offside flag came up but Dutch
referee Danny Makkelie conferred with
his video assistants before awarding the
goal.

Porto knew their chance was gone,
with their fans cursing Mane again —
he scored a hat-trick in Liverpool's win
here in the last 16 last season.

Trent Alexander-Arnold released
Salah to run through and beat Iker
Casillas on 65 minutes to make it 2-0,
before Porto got their consolation
shortly after when Militao headed in
from an Alex Telles corner.

However, Mane missed the target
after rounding Casil las,  before
Henderson set up fellow substitute
Firmino to head in Liverpool's third on
77 minutes and Van Dijk nodded in
from a corner to complete the scoring."
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Paris Saint-Germain failed
to the seal the Ligue 1 title

for the third match running on
Wednesday after a second-
string line-up without dropped
Kylian Mbappe took the cham-
pions to their second defeat in
a matter of days, 3-2 at Nantes.

A Diego Carlos brace and
Majeed Waris' tap-in inflicted a
third league loss on Thomas
Tuchel's side, who were ham-
mered 5-1 at second-placed
Lille on Sunday and drew with
Strasbourg the previous week,
despite Dani Alves' stunning
opener and substitute Metehan
Guclu pulling one back late on.

However PSG, who were
also missing a host of other
first-team players through
injuries and suspension, remain
17 points clear with six games
left.

The runaway leaders will
win their sixth title in seven
years on Sunday if Lille fail to
win at Toulouse and they then
beat struggling Monaco.

"It's very easy to analyse, it
was a very bad performance, we
deserved to lose," said Tuchel.

"We controlled the game at
Lille but today there was no per-
formance for 90 minutes.

"You can lose and you can
make mistakes, and we will
always defend the players if we
feel that they've played with a
great attitude and hunger. But
today it is not possible."
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Depleted PSG had to thank

Gianluigi Buffon 12 minutes in
when he managed to push
away Kalifa Coulibaly's header
from point-blank range, and
seven minutes later Alves
appeared to have calmed
Parisian nerves with his won-

der strike.
There looked to be little on

when the Brazilian collected
Leandro Paredes' simple pass,
but he quickly lashed an
unstoppable dipping drive past
Maxime Dupe to score his first
Ligue 1 goal this season.

However just three minutes
after the opener Diego Carlos
was allowed too much space to
nod home Valentin Ronger in
swinging corner.

PSG continued to struggle

despite the odd flash from
Moussa Diaby, and the hosts
grabbed a deserved second just
before the break.

Nantes turned the screw
seven minutes after the break
from another corner, this one
met by a Nicolas Pallois flick-
on that crept through a sea of
legs to Carlos, who unwitting-
ly knocked in the third.

Without Mbappe to pres-
sure them, Nantes kept coming
forward, and were almost gift-
ed a fourth in the 68th minute
when Paredes passed the ball
straight to Coulibaly with
Buffon way out of his goal, only
for the Malian to hit his shoot
too hard and over the bar.

Guclu crashed home his
first ever PSG goal on his debut
in the final minute to give the
away side hope that they could
still clinch the title with six
matches to spare, but despite
pressing forward they couldn't
find the breakthrough.
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Top seed Novak Djokovic continued
his win streak against US players as

he reached the quarter-finals of the
Monte Carlo Masters with a 6-3, 6-0 vic-
tory over Taylor Fritz on Thursday.

Two-time tournament champion
Djokovic has now won nine in a row over
US players since losing at Wimbledon
2016 to Sam Querrey.

The world number one will be play-
ing his ninth quarter-final here from 13
appearances at his home event; the win
came a round after he claimed his 850th
career victory against Philipp
Kohlschreiber this week.

Fritz came to the court after defeat-
ing Jo-Wilfried Tsonga and Diego
Schwartzman.

Djokovic turned in a steady perfor-
mance with a dozen each of winners and
unforced errors, while his opponent
committed nearly 30 unforced errors in
68 minutes.

Defending champion Rafael Nadal
was to play his second match of the pre-
Roland Garros campaign when he faced
Grigot Dimitrov in a third-round
encounter.

Sixth seed Stefanos Tsitsipas earlier
lost 6-2, 1-6, 6-4 as Daniil Medvedev con-
tinued his run of form.

The Russian winner will next line up
against Djokovic after losing to the seed
in January in the Australian Open fourth
round.

Tsitsipas was caught on the back foot
facing three match points as he trailed 0-
40 on his serve late in the second set.

After saving the first two, the Greek
mismanaged the third to seal his exit after
an hour and three-quarters.

Medvedev increased his leading
total of ATP season match wins to 20 as
a result of his success as he beat Tsitsipas
for the fourth time without a defeat in the

series.
"This was a great achievement for

me," Medvedev said. "Everything was
perfect today.

"Some wind came up in the second
set and I could not get used to it. But in
the third, I just worked to put every ball
in the court.

The player who stands a career-high
14th credits his rising form to a renewed

dedication to the sport.
The Russia reached his first quarter-

final at the Masters 1000 level after win-
ning his second match against a Top 10
opponent.

Tsitsipas, runner-up last season to
Nadal in Toronto, suffered his eighth
defeat of the season against 18 wins and
will try and lift his game next week on
the clay of Barcelona.
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Bayern Munich winger
Kingsley Coman has said

that he hopes to step out of
Franck Ribery's shadow when
his veteran compatriot leaves
Bayern.

Coman, 22, has long been
touted as the natural successor
to Ribery, who is expected to
end a glistening 12-year spell

at Bayern this summer.
Yet in an interview with

Kicker magazine on Thursday,
Coman insisted that he is not
a carbon copy of his fellow
French winger.

"Franck has his career and
I have mine. I am not the new
Ribery, I am myself," he said.

Having missed the first
half of the season with injury,
Coman has established himself

as a regular starter under coach
Niko Kovac.

A key part of Bayern's
generational shift under Kovac,
the 22-year-old has been first-
choice left-winger in recent
weeks.

He scored twice in
Bayern's 4-1 win over
Duesseldorf last Sunday, but
told Kicker that he still needs
to improve.

"As a winger I should be
scoring more goals," he said.

"I bring a lot of good qual-
ities, but I am still a long way
away from being world class."

Coman, whose contract
runs until 2023, said that he
could match Ribery's longevi-
ty in a Bayern shirt.

"I can really imagine stay-
ing here for a long time," he
said. 
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Their house in complete dis-
order after seven defeats

from eight outings, the Virat
Kohli-led Royal Challengers
Bangalore will be desperate for
a win to stay afloat in the IPL
when they take on Kolkata
Knight Riders here on Friday.

It would be a great opportu-
nity for the Bangalore outfit to
post a win against an opponent
who are low on confidence hav-
ing slipped from second to sixth
position in the points table after
suffering three straight defeats.

In fact, to make matters
worse, Kolkata's dangerman
Andre Russell has suffered an
injury scare after being hit on his
left shoulder by a bouncer dur-
ing their practice.

Russell was already suffering
from niggles ahead of their last
match against Chennai Super
Kings and had failed to fire for
the first time, exposing KKR's
over-reliance on the West Indies
big hitter.

Russell had left the Royal
Challengers in shambles in their
first leg exchange, smashing
seven sixes en route to his 13-ball
48 not out as KKR had chased
down a huge 206.

It remains to be seen if the
Jamaican recovers in time. His
absence would be a big void for
KKR, who are looking to return
to winning ways and reignite
their campaign.

To make the playoffs, KKR
need to win at least four of their
remaining six matches, of which
three are at home. However,
even KKR will fancy their
chances and seek to get back on
track against a lowly RCB facing
a do-or-die situation.

RCB's star duo of Kohli
and AB de Villiers have been in
sublime form but the team has
not clicked as a whole with their
pace bowling being a major let-
down. While youngster Navdeep
Saini has been impressive, senior
pro Umesh Yadav has turned out
to be a big flop, bagging two
wickets at an expensive econo-
my of 9.26.

With South African veteran
pacer Dale Steyn ready to take
charge as an injury replace-
ment for Nathan Coulter-Nile
midway into the IPL, the pace
department will hope to get their
sting back. Kohli and de Villiers
will look to fire in unison against
a team whose bowling has failed
to click collectively.

The KKR pace department
has looked mediocre, while their
famed spinners have struggled to
get wickets on the batting-
friendly Eden conditions here.

Meanwhile, all eyes will also
be on KKR skipper Dinesh
Karthik who has grabbed a sur-
prise World Cup berth ahead of
young wicketkeeper Rishabh
Pant. Karthik has only one half-
century and an average of 18.50
so far this season.
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Nepalese sensation
S a n d e e p

Lamichhane has called
for the World Cup to be
expanded to up to 16
teams, saying limiting it
to 10 hurts players from
emerging cricket
nations.

The 18-year-old
leg-spinner, who last
year became the first
Nepalese player to land
an Indian Premier
League contract, said
he was frustrated to be
missing out on the tour-
nament in England and
Wales starting in May.

"Sorry to say but a
10-team World Cup will
hurt a lot of players like
me who will not be a
part of it," the Delhi
Capitals player said.

"I think there
should be 14-16 teams in the World Cup."

Lamichhane added: "World Cup comes after
every four years and teams can achieve their
biggest dreams there. We are an emerging nation
and this is something we would love to play for
our country.

"Even in 2023 there are (again) only 10 teams
so it will be a while before we can even think of
playing in the 50-over event."

Cricket's showpiece tournament had 16
teams in 2007, but the field was reduced to 14 in
2011 and 2015 as the International Cricket
Council sought to avoid one-sided matches.

It has been slashed to just 10 teams for 2019
and 2023, featuring the top eight sides in the one-
day rankings and another two coming through
qualifying.

Lamichhane, who will be watching the
World Cup from afar, said he was hoping for some
upsets by the smaller teams, who include
Afghanistan.

"I am going to watch the World Cup on TV
and love to see any team that is under-rated per-
form well against the big nations," said
Lamichhane.

"It will be an inspiration for us who are just
beginning their journey right now."
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Virat Kohli hasn't forgotten the
times when Mahendra Singh

Dhoni firmly stood by him as a cap-
tain and now that the roles have
reversed, he is not going to back down
from supporting the veteran despite
the "unfortunate criticism" that the for-
mer skipper is coping.

The Indian captain also expressed
his happiness with the composition of
the 15-strong Indian squad for the
World Cup in an interview to India
Today.

"It's unfortunate to see so many
people going after him. For me, loy-
alty matters the most," Kohli's words
showed his reverence for his first inter-
national captain.

"When I walked into the team he
had the option of trying someone else
after few games, although I grabbed
my chances but for me to get that kind
of backing, it was very crucial for me.

"Also, he gave me an opportuni-
ty to bat at No 3 because not many
youngsters get to play at No 3," the
skipper recalled his formative days in
international cricket.

When an astute brain meets a

superlative performer, there is bound
to be lot of mutual admiration and the
Kohli-Dhoni relationship is no differ-
ent. "It's just about the field placements
and bowling changes and we say you
know the angles, you know the pace
of the pitch and that's why there is so
much of trust and respect between the
two of us," he said.

As he has said earlier, Kohli again
reiterated that there are no peers to
Dhoni when it comes to reading
match situations. 

"He is one person, who literally
knows the game inside out. He under-
stands the game from 'Ball 1 to Ball 300

(50 overs) on the field. I won't say its
a luxury to have him but I am fortu-
nate to have a mind like that from
behind the stumps," Kohli said. 

It is Dhoni's presence behind
stumps that has ensured that Kohli
with one of the strongest arms can
afford to field in the deep.

"At the end of the day, I want to
be involved in strategy with the team
management with Mahi bhai and
Rohit. "In the death overs, I know that
I have to be on the outfield to try and
make something work for the team
because that's my nature that I want
to do something for the team rather
than just be there.

"After 30-35 overs, he knows that
I will be in the outfield and its on the
auto mode," he explained.

While he didn't elaborate about his
take on the debate on the World Cup
squad, he didn't forget to give it his
stamp of approval. "We are very
happy with 15 that we have. This is the
most balanced side we could have
thought of because everyone is in a
good space," the skipper said without
getting into the debate about the
much talked about omissions of
Rishabh Pant and Ambati Rayudu.
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Pakistan on Thursday left out experienced
but out-of-form pacer Muhammad Aamir

from its 15-member World Cup squad while
including batsman Abid Ali in the line-up.

Chief Selector Inzamam-ul-Haq, announc-
ing the World Cup squad and two reserve play-
ers, said the 11 from the 2017 Champions
Trophy had been retained in the selection
process.

"We are hopeful and confident that
Pakistan will give a good account of itself in
the World Cup," Inzamam said.

The selectors, while not showing faith with
left-armer Aamir who has taken just five wick-
ets in his last 14 ODIs since the Champions
Trophy two years back, reposed confidence in
seniors Shoaib Malik and Muhammad Hafeez.

Inzamam said that Hafeez's final inclusion
in World Cup was subject to him being 100 per
cent fit before the tournament as he is still
recovering from a thumb injury.

"Doctors have advised him not to bowl or
bat now but when his rehab is over he will be
back in action in two weeks time," he added.

Inzamam said hard-hitting batsman Asif
Ali and Aamir were in the reserves for the one-
day series against England and the side match-
es before the World Cup.

He said that if both performed exception-
ally well in the ODI series and T20 they will
be considered as cover for the World Cup
incase of injuries to any of the selected play-
ers.

"If they are not needed they will return
home after the ODI series," he said.

Pakistan's World Cup squad is a combina-
tion of three openers, four middle-order bats-
men, wicketkeeper/batsman in Sarfaraz
Ahmed, two spinners and five fast bowlers.

The chief selector said the side had been
picked according to the conditions and includ-
ed reliable batters, trusted wicket-taking
bowlers and dynamic fielders.
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Sacked as skipper, pacer Lasith
Malinga was on Thursday

named in Sri Lanka's 15-strong
World Cup squad and the coun-
try's embattled cricket board
hoped that the veteran will put
behind the disappointment to
show up for the team.

The 35-year-old Malinga was
replaced as captain Dimuth
Karunaratne, who leads the Test
team but hasn't played an ODI
since the 2015 World Cup. The
surprising move continued the
ongoing turmoil in Sri Lankan
cricket, which is also being inves-
tigated for large-scale corruption
by the ICC.

"We hope he would play for
the country," Sri Lanka Cricket

chief Shammi Silva said while
announcing the squad amid spec-
ulation that Malinga, who is cur-

rently with IPL franchise Mumbai
Indians, will quit.

"I spoke to him on the tele-

phone and explained to him the
reasons," added Asantha de Mel,
the Chairman of selectors.

The team was most recently
hammered by South Africa in an
away limited-overs series. Sri
Lanka start their World Cup
campaign on June 1 at Cardiff
against New Zealand. They are
due to play two warm-up games
against South Africa and Australia
before that.

De Mel said captaincy was
not working out for Malinga and
he struggled to make the team a
cohesive unit.

"He was performing alright,
but was not able to lead the oth-
ers," de Mel explained.

Sri Lanka's World Cup squad
features quite a few comeback
players, led by Karunaratne.
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Two-time continental medallist
Pooja Rani confirmed India's

first medal in the women's 81 kg
category after making it to the
semi-finals in a field of five as the
Asian Elite Boxing Championship's
draw was released on Thursday.

Asian Games Gold medallist
Amit Panghal, set to make his
debut in the 52 kg category in all
likelihood will face the reigning
Olympic champion Hasanboy
Dusmatov of Uzbekistan in the
quarter-finals.

Former world junior champi-
on Nikhat Zareen (51kg) will
start her campaign against Srey
Pov Nao of Cambodia but she will

run into two-time world champi-
on Nazym Kyzaibay in the quar-
ter-finals.

Lovlina Borgohain (64kg)
could have a possible face-off with
China's world champion Chen
Nien-Chin in the quarters.

Amit, who started the season
with a Gold medal at the Strandja
Boxing Tournament beat the
mighty Uzbek on his way to the
Asiad Gold in Jakarta last year and
will fight his first bout on April 21
after a first-round bye.

Shiva Thapa (60kg), who will
be going for a record-breaking
fourth successive medal from this
prestigious tournament meets
Korea's Kim Wonho in the first
round.
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Dashing all-rounder duo
of Pandya brothers hard
hitting in the slog overs

helped Mumbai Indians to
post 168 for five wickets against
Delhi Capitals during an
Indian Premier League clash
here at Feroz Shah Kotla stadi-
um on Thursday.

Batting first after winning
toss, three time champion
Mumbai Indians lost the
momentum in between the
innings after openers Rohit
and Quinton de Kock gave
them a flying start but it was
Hardik and Krunal Pandya’s
superb striking in the last three
overs that helped Mumbai
reach past 150 runs mark and
post a match winning total at
slow turning wicket in Delhi.

Hardik who smashed
Pawan Negi for 21 runs in the
19th over during Mumbai
Indians 172 run chase in the
last game against Royal
Challengers Bangalore contin-
ues his rich form here at Kotla
too and scored 32 runs in just
15 balls with three sixes and
two fours.

He was dismissed in the
third ball of last over bowled by
this season’s leading wicket
taker Kagiso Rabada but even
his dismissal couldn’t stop the

run flow as his elder sibling
make the most of the remain-
ing three balls by scoring 10
vital runs.

Krunal was guilty of wast-
ing too many deliveries in the
last game but here at Kotla he
rectified that and his unbeaten

37 off 26 balls with five fours
was the highest individual
score by Mumbai batsman.

He added 54 runs for the
fifth wicket in just 4.2 overs
with his younger brother
Hardik.

Earlier, Rohit Sharma (30)
and Quinton de Kock(35) give
Mumbai a flying start by scor-
ing 57 runs in the first power-
play.

The opening duo started
slow initially scoring just 16
runs in the first three overs but
changed gear when Chris
Morris was introduced in the
attack in the fourth over. Rohit

welcomed him with a four
and then his countrymen de
Kock hits him for a four and a
six.

And then in the last over
before powerplay, last game
hero Keemo Paul was smashed
for two sixes, one each by
Sharma and de Kock. He also
yielded 16 runs.

Mumbai completed its first
fifty in 35 balls. However after
that the twist happened, Amit
Mishra removed Rohit in the
very ball of his spell. After dis-
missing Rohit for sixth time, he
also completed his 150 IPL
career wickets.

And in the next over Axar
Patel got rid of Ben Cutting (2
runs in 4 balls). He was out leg
before. But the big jolt came in
the fifth ball of tenth over when
de Kock was sent back to
pavilion after a misunderstand-
ing with his strike partner
Suryakumar Yadav.

At that midpoint, Mumbai
scorecard was reading 74 for 3.

And in the next seven
overs Mumbai could only add
43 runs scoring just 3 fours and
losing Suryakumar for 26 runs.

But it was the Pandya
brothers combined effort that
lifted Mumbai as the duo
added 50 runs in last three
overs to take Mumbai to 168
for 5.
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