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The Congress on Tuesday
released its manifesto for

the Lok Sabha polls, making a
slew of promises, including
giving �72,000/year each to
five crore poor families under
the “Nyay” scheme, filling up
22 lakh Government vacancies,
bringing a separate Budget for
farmers, and fixing a single
moderate GST rate.  

The party also promised to
abolish the provision of sedi-
tion in the IPC, scrap the
“opaque electoral bonds” intro-
duced by the NDA
Government, replace the Niti
Ayog with a modern Planning
Commission, and enact an
anti-hate crime law to deal with
incidents of lynching.

The party also pledged to
make defamation a civil offence,
change law that allows detention
without trial and proposed to set
up a national judicial commis-
sion to appoint judges. The 55-
page document titled “Hum
Nibhayenge” (we will deliver)
focused on addressing the issues
of joblessness, farm distress,

safety of women and boosting
the rural economy, with stress
on building a narrative on “real
issues” faced by people.

The manifesto was released
by party president Rahul
Gandhi, former Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh, UPA chair-
person Sonia Gandhi and
senior leader P Chidambaram
among others. 

For farmers, the Congress
promised to put them on the
path from “Karz Maafi” (loan

waiver), to “Karz Mukti” (free-
dom from loans). This will be
done through remunerative
prices, lower input costs, and
assured access to institutional
credit, said the party, adding it
will present a separate 
“Kisan Budget” every year if
voted to power.

The party also promised to
“revitalise” institutions like
Reserve Bank of India, Election
Commission, CBI, CIC, saying
the Congress will restore their
dignity, authority and autono-
my while making them
accountable to Parliament.  

Speaking on the occasion
at the Congress headquarters,
Rahul said the Congress will
allocate 6 per cent of GDP to
education, strengthen
Government hospitals and give
high-quality healthcare access
to poor if voted to power.

The party also promised to
enact the Right to Healthcare
Act and guarantee every citizen
free diagnostics, out-patient
care, free medicines and hos-
pitalisation, through a net-
work of public hospitals and
enlisted private hospitals. 

The Congress president

alleged that the BJP
Government had spread hate
and divisiveness in its five-year
rule and his party will work
towards uniting India by bring-
ing people together. “Our man-
ifesto process reflects our com-
mitment to a higher vision, that
of listening to the “jan awaaz”. 

Continued on Page 4
Related reports on P5, 6
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Union Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley on Tuesday

alleged that the part of the
Congress manifesto was draft-
ed by “tukde-tukde gang” par-
ticularly those related to
Jammu & Kashmir and claimed
that some of its ideas 
are unimplementable, danger-
ous and a recipe for “balkani-
sation of India.”

Maintaining that some of
the promises made in the man-
ifesto are out of “ignorance”, the
senior BJP leader affirmed that
the country would not oblige
the Congress party.

Hitting out at the Congress
promise of removing sedition
clause if returned to power, the
senior BJP leader said, “A party
that says so does not deserve a
single vote.” 

In a similar vein, he con-
demned the Opposition party’s
other promises, including
removal of the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AFSAPA)
and changes in the CrPC say-
ing these are aimed at “pro-
tecting Maoists and jehadis”.

Jaitley said during the UPA
regime when then Home
Minister P Chidambaram pro-
posed dilution of the AFSAPA

even Congressmen had
opposed the move. “If Congress
had his way, all Army officers
would be facing criminal
charges” in Jammu & Kashmir,
he said.  The Union Minister
said part of the manifesto is
drafted by “tukde-tukde gang”,
a euphemism for those intend-
ing to divide the country. “To
protect terrorists, they want
AFSPA to be removed from
J&K,” he said.

Jaitley sought to challenge
the Congress to make nation-
al security an issue in the Lok
Sabha elections. He described
former J&K Chief Minister
Omer Abdullah’s comment on
bringing the State at pre-1953
status as “frightening”. “This is
an agenda of Balkanisation of
India,” he alleged.

Continued on Page 4
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Indian Army on Tuesday
destroyed seven Pakistani

military posts across the Line of
Control in retaliation for the
continued ceasefire violations
by Pakistani troops for the fifth
day, said officials. There have
been several casualties among
Pakistani troops, they added.

The Pakistani posts were 
in Rakhchakri and Rawalkot 
forward areas of 
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir
(POK), they said.

Meanwhile, cross LoC
trade remained suspended
from Chakan-da-bagh transit
point in Poonch amid fresh
flare up of tension.

In a strong retaliatory
action on Monday, Indian
Army had destroyed over half
a dozen posts of the Pakistan
Army opposite Poonch sector. 

Confirming the reports of
fatal injuries inflicted by the
Indian Army, Pakistani
Military spokesman Major Gen
Asif Ghafoor on Tuesday issued
a statement in which he said,
“Indian troops resorted to
“unprovoked” firing in
Rakhchakri area of Rawalakot

Sector along the LoC in which
three Pakistani soldiers were
killed”. Ghafoor said that the
Pakistan Army responded
effectively.

One BSF inspector, a five-
year-old minor girl and a mid-
dle-aged woman were killed on
the Indian side during “unpro-
voked” ceasefire violation by
the Pakistan Army on Monday. 

Twenty-four others had
received injuries as virtual war-
like situation prevailed in the
border belt. According to
ground reports, the Pakistan
Army shelled civilian areas
with 120 mm artillery shells.

Shattering peace in the
region for the second consec-
utive day, armies from both the
neighbouring countries traded
fresh fire in Nowshera and
Poonch sector.

Continued on Page 4
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The Standing Committee of
the National Board of

Wildlife (NBWL) has dropped
NTPC’s two hydro-power pro-
jects — 520 MW (4x130)
Tapovan Vishnugad dam and
171 MW Lata Tapovan dam —
proposed on the Ganga river,
citing gazette notification
issued last October that barred
projects that obstruct mini-
mum ecological flow (e-flow)
in the river.

Ecological flows are the
acceptable flow regimes that are
required to maintain a river in
the desired environmental state
or predetermined state. 

The proposed sites for the
two dams fall outside Nanda
Devi National Park at the dis-
tance between 7.5km and 10
km from the biosphere.

Sources in the Union
Environment Ministry said the
Standing Committee of the
NBWL had earlier discussed
the proposals at a meeting in
August 2016 and decided to
seek comments from the Union
Ministry of Water Resources. 

After making it wait for
more than two years in view of
opposition from river experts
against a string of dams pro-
posed on the river, the NBWL’s
Standing Committee was told
about the notification dated
August 9, 2018 on the mini-
mum ecological flow for the
Ganga at various locations on
along its course. After discus-
sions, the Standing Committee
returned the proposal to
Uttarakhand.

The notification came fol-
lowing uproar from the envi-
ronmentalists and activists who

had pointed out that the dams
affected the natural flow of the
river due to water storage. 

The implementation of the
notification is expected to
ensure that the river has the
minimum required ecological
flow even after water diversion
by the projects. 

“This is an important step
taken towards maintaining the
uninterrupted or ‘aviral’ flow of
the river,” said the sources.

The e-flow of the Ganga has
been categorised for Upper
Ganga River Basin for the stretch
between Gaumukh, its origin,
and the confluence at Devprayag
up to Haridwar and the main
stem of the Ganga up to Unnao
district of Uttar Pradesh. 

During the dry season
(November-March) 20 per cent
monthly average flow has to be
maintained, 25 per cent during

the lean season (October-May)
and 30 per cent of the month-
ly flow of high season flow has
to be maintained during the
monsoon season.

The compliance of mini-
mum ecological flow is applic-
able to all existing, under-con-
struction and future projects.
The existing projects which
currently do not meet the
norms will have to ensure that
the desired environmental flow
norms are complied with with-
in a period of three years. 

The mini and micro pro-
jects which do not alter the flow
characteristics of the river or
stream significantly are
exempted from these environ-
mental flows.

The notification also stip-
ulates that the Central and
State authorities concerned
shall implement demand side

management plans to reduce
water withdrawal from the
river by adopting good and sci-
entific practices such as effi-
cient method of irrigation,
reuse and recycle of water
including monitoring and reg-
ulation of groundwater with-
drawals for various purposes.
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In order to decongest roads
leading to Signature Bridge,

the Delhi Government is plan-
ning to construct an elevated
road from Waziarabad to
Kashmere Gate. 

In a recent meeting, the
Public Works Department
(PWD) said the traffic volume
has increased considerably on
the Outer Ring Road after the
completion of projects such as;
signal free corridor between
Vikaspuri to Wazirabad to
Signature Bridge. 

Observing the traffic chaos,
the PWD has come out with a
corridor improvement plan
between Wazirabad and Inter
State Bus Terminal (ISBT)
Kashmere Gate to ease traffic on
the entire stretch of Outer Ring
Road. The estimated cost of the
plan is �320.22 crore. 

As per the PWD official
and the documents accessed by
The Pioneer, the Department
proposed two flyovers (dual
carriage way) at Majnu ka Tilla
and Metcalf House and widen-
ing of existing carriageway to
de-congest the corridor. The
provisions of the corridor
improvement further said the
foot overbridge (FOB) at
Majnu ka Tilla will be re-

assembled and other road
infrastructure development
such as drain, proper footpath
for the pedestrians, electrical
and horticulture works on the
stretch will take place. 

However, PWD Minister
Satyendar Jain advised the

Department to re-visit the pro-
posal as mere improvement of
the corridor is not the complete
solution and the dispersal point
at ISBT Kashmere Gate is not
properly designed. Thus ele-
vated road should be planned.

Continued on Page 4

��!����!���"��� �-;�<-73�

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) has decided

to sack all the personnel put
under the lowest medical cat-
egory of Shape-5.

In an internal circular sent
across all formations on March
25 titled Disposal of Shape-5
Low Medical Category (LMC)
cases, the CRPF headquarters
has directed them to identify
the Shape 5 (lowest health fit-
ness) medical category per-
sonnel and sack them within a
week by March 31. 

According to the order cir-
culated to all formations of the
CRPF across the country, “The
Director General has desired
that all Shape-5 LMC cases to
be boarded out from service
based on instructions already
existing and this exercise to be
completed by 31.03.2019.”

“Intimate number of
Shape-5 cases of your sectors
boarded out from service so far.
…Request (to) submit compli-
ance by March 31, 2019 for
perusal of the Director
General,” the order said.

When contacted, DIG
(Intelligence) Moses Dhinakaran
at the CRPF Directorate here
could not immediately give a
number of such cases identified

across the country and whether
they have been given sufficient
opportunity for rehabilitation
before being shipped out from
the force. 

The decision to sack such
personnel was taken by CRPF
DG Rajiv Bhatnagar in meet-
ing held on January 14 and 
a subsequent message by 
the Medical Directorate 
February 19. 

Dhinakaran said generally
personnel suffering from alco-
holic dependence syndrome
and psychiatric problems are
dubbed Shape -5 LMC. 

Continued on Page 4

�������	
�������������������������	
����	��
����	�����	�����
��������������	����

����������������
���������
���

���
����������

�	���
��
�������
	�������������� ����!���������
���

�������#�$%&'��()�*&+�&
'*$�,��(�-����%.��*/����
������	
&�0*&-��%,-�$*(-�
-�%-�*1-�*/�%�,-&�()-��*/
23�43555�,-%//3�223625
%&��0�%'�+��(�-����*�
$�+�'%��'%-�)*&7

�"#$����%��&
�������������
��
������
�����'��������
���

������������������
� 
��!	����������"�	���
�	���	

���##����������� �-;�<-73�

Triggering fresh speculation
about a possible alliance

with the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in the national Capital,
Delhi Congress president
Sheila Dikshit called on party

president Rahul Gandhi 
on Thursday. 

All India Congress
Committee incharge for Delhi
PC Chacko too attended the
meeting. 

Sources in the party said
the final decision by Rahul on
the Congress-AAP alliance is

expected “anytime” soon. 
Delhi Chief Minister and

AAP national convener Arvind
Kejriwal had on Monday
scotched speculation about the
possible alliance with the
Congress, saying that Rahul
had refused to forge a pre-poll
tie-up with the AAP.
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Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) has declared

Delhi Police Kashmere Gate
Police Station as the best police
station of Delhi in the annual
ranking of police stations for
2018. Devendra Kumar, Station
House Officer (SHO),
Kashmiri gate police station,
which lies in North district 
of Delhi Police, was 
awarded ‘Certificate of
Excellence’ by the
Commissioner of Delhi Police,
Amulya Patnaik on Tuesday. 

According to Anil Mittal,
Additional Public Relation
Officer (APRO), Delhi Police,
the parameters, inter-alia,
Maintenance and cleanliness of
the building, workout of
heinous cases, data uploading
on CCTNS, workout percent-

age of cases-2018, workout
percentage of complaints- 2018,

quality and disposal of enquiry
report of various complaints

received from watchdogs, feed-
back about police conduct,
maintenance of records and
case property, and facilities
available for the visitors at
police station, were weighed for
awarding the Certificate of
Excellence. 

‘The MHA team appreci-
ated the special drive conduct-
ed in connection with the reha-
bilitation and de-addiction of
children indulged in substance
abuse near Hanuman Mandir
area,’ said APRO. 

Sandeep Goyal, Special
CP/Law & Order (North),
Rajesh Khurana, Joint CP
(Central Range) and Nupur
Prasad, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP), North district,
were present on the occasion.
CP congratulated the team of
North District for achieving
this milestone.
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With the arrest of two
members of  Babloo

Khan Gang, the Delhi Police
has solved two cases of robbery
in the national Capital. The
robbers had allegedly robbed
more than �1 crore in two sep-
arate robberies held in
February and March. 

The accused have been
identified as Aalam Ali (22) a
resident of Shahzada Bagh in
Delhi’s Inderlok and Mustkeem
Khan (19) a resident of
Zakhira, Delhi. While police
have launched manhunt to nab
the remaining two gang mem-
bers. Police have also recovered
40 lakhs from the possession of
the accused. 

According to Joy Tirkey,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Crime Branch, on
February 15 at 4.30 pm, while
one Muno Singhal, resident of
Burari was travelling on his
scooter, four persons on scoot-
ers stopped him and robbed
him of �8 lakh at gunpoint near
Zakhira. 

‘However, another robbery
took place at Rani Bagh on
March 22 at 7 pm in which the
four accused persons robbed
one Varun Garg, resident of
Saraswati Vihar, of �1.4 crore
at gun near Pitampura while he

was returning from Naya
Bazaar with his father in his car,’
said the  DCP.

‘During investigation,
police noticed that in both the
robbery incidents, four 
persons were involved with
two scooters. Later, police col-
lected the CCTV footage of the
criminals near the scene of
crime and the route taken by
the complainant to reach the
spot,’ said the DCP.

‘Thereafter, it was revealed
that a gang led by Bablu Khan
of Zakira was behind the 
incidents. Subsequently, 
police got a tip-off on Monday
and laid a trap near Inderlok
Metro Parking and arrested
Alam Ali and Mustkeem,’ said
the DCP. 

‘During interrogation, Ali
and Mustkeem accepted their

involvement in both the rob-
beries, police said, adding the
gang has four members Alam
Ali, Mustkeem, Baba and
Babloo. They disclosed that
Babloo was the one who used
to develop the information
about the cash. Once they got
the information about the
money, they started chasing the
victim on their scooters and
strike at an isolated place,’ the
DCP said. 

‘One scooter would block
the target vehicle, while the
other scooter covered the rear
side. The gang would threaten
the victims at gunpoint and rob
them of their cash.  Efforts are
being made to recover the
remaining amount of robbed
money and to arrest Baba and
Babloo both residents of Trans-
Yamuna area,’ said the DCP. 
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Tracking the path of files and
documents related to civic

work would soon be available
at the click of a button for res-
idents of the district’ as the
Municipal Corporation
Gurugram (MCG) is in process
of digitising its records.

The MCG plans to go
paperless within the next few
months and Gurugram citizens
will soon receive their house
tax, water bills, property tax via
e-mails. 

However, Gurugram resi-
dents will have to register
themselves with the MCG in
order to avail of the facility.

The corporation will also
communicate with other
Government departments and
their councillors through e-
mails. More than 3 lakh mobile
numbers have been registered
with the MCG and these reg-
istered customers are getting
alerts regarding their bills from
the MCG.

As per plans, five to six per-
cent of the work will be digi-
tised in the first phase.

“We will work in phases as
it is not possible for all work to
go paperless. We have pre-
pared a plan that all corpora-

tion work will be digitised so
that we can save our time and
that of our users. MCG in pro-
cessing that people can register
online and get bill related
queries just a click,” MCG
Commissioner Yashpal
Yadav, said.

“A major advantage of
digitisation is that approvals
or observations from the offi-
cials for any work can be
done at any time and files
won’t remain pending even if
the concerned official is on
leave,” he added.

“In the second phase we
will digitise the service deliv-
ery work and in the third
phase the other works will
also be made paperless.”
When the plans are imple-
mented, the MCG will be the
first digitised municipal cor-
poration in the state. “We will
also be able to access infor-
mation about the files at any
given time. In addition, res-
idents who want to know the
status of a file or his com-
plaint would be able to track
it digitally,” an MCG official
said.  

“Most of the civic work is
done manually in the munici-
pal corporation and it takes
around two to three hours for
a single work.”Many times I

have spent more than three
hours to submit my house tax,”
said Ramesh Saini, a pension-
er in Gurugram.
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ADelhi court sent a man to
10 years in jail for 

attempting to rape his nine-
year-old daughter as it refused
to show any leniency saying
when the protector tries to rav-
ish his offspring, the suffering
shatters her entire persona
permanently.

Additional Sessions Judge
Seema Maini said the offence
committed by the convict was
so heinous and grave that he
does not deserve any leniency
and added that the child suf-
fering is a perpetual one and no
medication can heal it.

“Fathers were looked upon
by daughters as protectors. It is
under one’s father’s protective
umbrella that a daughter feels
safe and secure, able to with-
stand any hardship or obstacle
coming her way,” the court said.

“However, when the pro-
tector himself turned an
aggressor, making an attempt
to ravish his own daughter, the
suffering that comes to her way,
is not just physical but emo-
tional too, which shattered the
entire persona of the daughter

permanently. The suffering is a
perpetual one and no medica-
tion is able to heal the same,”
it said.

The 38-year-old man was
convicted under the Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act.
However, the offence of rape
was not proved.

“The offence committed by
the convict is so heinous and
grave in nature of having made
an attempt to rape his own
minor daughter, aged about
nine years, that he does not
deserve any leniency but rather
deserved maximum punish-
ment...,” the court said.

“Keeping in view the cir-
cumstances of the convict as
well as the victim in mind, the
convict is sentenced under rig-
orous imprisonment for a peri-
od of 10 years,” it added.

The court also slapped a
fine of Rs 60,000 on the man,
out of which Rs 5,000 would be
given to the survivor’s family
for her rehabilitation.

The court also granted her
Rs 50,000 compensation and
asked the legal aid authority to
disburse the amount.
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The station master of New
Delhi railways station

Rakesh Sharma has earned a
name for himself as he has suc-
cessfully  tracked down more
than 60 people including for-
eigners on social media most-
ly on Facebook and returned
their belongings that passen-
gers had misplaced or mistak-
enly left either inside the train
or on the platform premises. 

Most of the passengers
usually forget their valuables
inside the train and even on
platform. These valuable items
are submitted to station master
office by railway staffs. 

Adopting an innovative
way to track down passengers
and return their valuables,
Sharma first tries to get infor-

mation about the passengers by
their PNR details, most of the
times the phone numbers writ-
ten in the passenger’s details is
either switched off or not in
service, making it difficult to
trace the passenger.    

Undeterred by the non-
availability of the passengers,
Sharma then starts searching
passengers on social media
networks  by their names and
locations based on PNR details.
He has  succeeded on most of
the occasions in reaching out to
them and informing about
their belongings. 

‘Most of the lost goods
include laptops, bags, mobile
phones and other personal
belongings and in many cases
gold ornaments. “Luggage and
other valuables including orna-
ments do form a large part of
the goods that commuters leave

behind mistakenly’ he said.
In one such case, one

Neeraj Kumar was travelling
from Ludhiana to Delhi last
year. He forgot his bag inside
the train and left for the airport.
After Neeraj’s bag  was found
abandoned, Sharma  tried to
track him down on the basis of
PNR details but his number
was not reachable so he
searched his bag to find any
clue. He found a photo with

address and number of studio
written on back. 

“I called on the number
and sent the photograph on
Whatsapp. The owner of the
studio identified the man and
informed his family. The fam-
ily members in turn called
Neeraj who was on his way to
airport to catch the flight. He
then called me and collected
the bag.

“The way I was approached
by railway authorities, has com-
pletely changed my perception
about Indian Railways. I will
never forget the incident and
the gesture shown by station
manager Rakesh Sharma,” he
added.

Similarly, Mitali Gupta left
her bag at New Delhi railway
station and left for Mumbai.
She after noticing it searched
number on Google and found

Sharma’s number. She called
him and informed about the
incident. “He asked me about
the colour and other details and
sent it back to Mumbai the next
day,” she said.

In another incident, Nitish
Kumar who was travelling from
Surat to Delhi had forgot his
laptop on the train seat. After
leaving from railway station he
realized that his bag was miss-
ing. “I kept searching for rele-
vant contact numbers of rail-
way officials. I dialed 139 and
got a contact number of station
master Rakesh Sharma. I called
him and he asked me to come
at his office at New Delhi sta-
tion,” he said, adding that he
returned my laptop. 

There are scores of others
whose belongings were
returned by the station master,
said another official.
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With the arrest of two auto-
lifters, the Delhi Police

on Tuesday claimed to have
busted an inter-State gang of
auto-lifters who allegedly used
to rob cars from Delhi and its
peripherals. Police said after
forging documents of the stolen
vehicles in Haryana transport
department the accused used to
sell these cars in the market. 

The accused have been
identified as Kuldeep Singh Rai
alias Lucky (37), a resident of
Jhangola in Delhi and Mohit
(23), a resident of Delhi’s
Jakthore area. 

According to Vijayanta
Arya, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), North-West district,
specific inputs was received fol-
lowing which a trap was laid
and Kuldeep Singh was appre-
hended from GT road Subzi

Mandi opposite Delhi’s Shimla
Gate with a vehicle Hyundai
Creta car. 

“During enquiry the car he
was driving was found to be
stolen following which a case
under section 379 of Indian
Penal Code (IPC) was registered
at Shahbad Diary police station
and accused was arrested. 

“During interrogation, the
accused revealed that he along
with his associate Mohit

Langda and others are involved
in stealing luxurious cars from
Delhi and NCR areas. The co-
accused Mohit Langda was
arrested by police earlier on
March 2,” said the DCP. 

Explaining their modus
operandi the DCP said that the
prime accused Kuldeep used to
get his e-mail id registered
with Car Trade.com and other
similar websites to get alert
regarding the auctions con-

ducted by the insurance com-
panies. 

“He participated in these
auctions and then purchased
the total loss vehicles to get the
documents of such auctioned
vehicles. Thereafter, accused
persons targeted such vehicles
having same make and colour
of the purchased auctioned
vehicles for stealing. After steal-
ing targeted vehicles, they oblit-
erated the original engine num-
bers and chassis number of the
stolen vehicle to give it an iden-
tity of a new vehicle,” the DCP
added. 

“Police have recovered four
stolen vehicles and several tools
with bunch of keys from the
possession of the accused. With
their arrest police have solved
three cases of MV theft in the
area. The roles of other co-
accused persons are being ver-
ified. Investigation of this case is
in progress,” said the DCP.  
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Cash-strapped North Delhi
Municipal Corporation

(NMC) has registered 19.99 per
cent growth in property tax col-
lection. The civic body has col-
lected �666.18 crore in prop-
erty tax collection this year,
�111 crore more than that of
the amount collected last year. 

Last year, the civic body
had collected �555.18 Cr.
Similarly, the transfer duty of
�508.70 Crore (up to
December 2018) has been col-

lected this year which is
�117.02 Cr more than the last
year’s figure of �391.68 Crore. 

Additional Commissioner
Dr BM Mishra said the collec-
tion was increased due to
launch of  amnesty scheme that
was extended to the taxpayers
who were not able to pay their
property tax from years by
waiving 100  per cent interest
and penalty on their due tax
since 1st April, 2004. North
DMC recovered �156.85 Crore

through amnesty scheme in
which �107.59 Crore have been
received from Governmnet
properties alone this year, he
said.

Under the amnesty scheme
announced by the corpora-
tion, property owners in the
city will not have to pay inter-
est and penalty if they clear
pending dues of the tax. “The
date to deposit taxes was later
also extended the facility of
online calculating of their due

property tax as per the amnesty
scheme so that they need not
to come to the office for pay-
ing their property tax. They
could deposit the property tax
through online mode, he said,
adding that �2, 70, 58,305 tax
recovery has been made
through online portal.

Mishra informed that 900
camps were set up in different
wards to facilitate taxpayers.
“Further, weekly review meet-
ings were held to know the sta-
tus and formulate strategy
accordingly. Public facilitation
through extensive interactions,
awareness and grievance
redressed resulted in the more
recovery of property tax,” he
said.

He said that the efforts will
be continued to bring more
properties under the tax net
and provide the services to the
citizens in more simpler and
transparent manner.
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Delhi BJP unit president
Manoj Tiwari on Tuesday

said election manifesto of the
Indian National Congress
(INC) party is a cruel attack on
the security of the country.
Tiwari termed it — ‘Congress
ka hath Deshdrohiyon k Sath’. 

Notably, the INC on
Tuesday released its manifesto
ahead of Lok Sabha elections.
The Congress in its manifesto
stated (page 35), ‘Amend the
Armed Force Special Power
Act (AFSPA) 1958, to strike

balance between powers of
security forces and human
rights of citizens.’ 

Reacting on the issues per-
taining to the national securi-
ty in manifesto, the BJP leader
said, ‘What is the reason that
the terrorists, separatists,
Pakistan's Prime Minister and
Congress Party in its Manifesto
use the same language .’

Interpreting Congress’
manifesto, Tiwari said the party
promised that it 
will abolish AFSPA and
decrease the powers of the
Armed forces.

���##����������� �-;�<-73�

Delhi Congress described the
'election manifesto' released

by its national president Rahul
Gandhi of as "fantastic" and
said it will fulfil the aspirations
of the people. 

Delhi Congress working
presidents Haroon Yusuf and
Rajesh Lilothia said that the
Congress manifesto "Hum
Nibhayenge" released today have
clearly spelt out the demands and
aspirations of the people of the

country and how to fulfil them. 
"The manifesto has given full

attention to the needs of all sec-
tions, category, caste, religion and
believes of the people, as well as
that of the common people,
poor, labour, farmers, women,
youth, students and the unem-
ployed," They said. 

Lilothia said that the mani-
festo clearly shows that the
Congress party works for the
interest and welfare of the peo-
ple, and nothing has been left out
for the fully integrated develop-

ments and progress of the coun-
try.  "The manifesto will also be
provisioned to give relief to the
traders as Goods and Services
Act (GST) would be simplified,
33 per cent quota would be
reserved for women in parlia-
ment and state assemblies to pro-
tect their interest, and under the
"Garibi Par War-72 Hazar" five
crore poorest families will be
given �72,000 each annually
which will benefit 25 crore peo-
ple across the country to uplift
from poverty," he said.
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The Delhi University
Students’ Union (DUSU),

has written to university 
Vice-Chancellor Dr Yogesh
Tyagi and the Election
Commission to ensure that
the April-May semester exams
do not clash with the dates for
voting in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

The Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)
which controls DUSU has
appealed to students to con-

sciously exercise their funda-
mental right to vote in the polls
beginning April 11. 

In the letter submitted to
DU V-C, the students' union
president Shakti Singh
demanded that no practical or
semester examinations be con-
ducted anytime during the Lok
Sabha elections. 

"The exams neither be 
held a day prior nor a day
later than the date of casting

votes so that students from
other states can conveniently
exercise their right to vote," said

Singh.
In a separate letter to 

Chief Election Commissioner
Sunil Arora, the DUSU 
urged him to issue a directive
in the form of an advisory 
to all the educational institu-
tions in the country to not con-
duct semester examination
during the general elections.

A request was also made 
to the officer to make special 
to and fro rail arrangements
across major Indian 
cities for the convenience of
students.
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The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
and the Bhartiya Janata Party

(BJP) have topped the list of vio-
lations model code of conduct
laid for the Lok Sabha Elections
2019, as the office of the Chief
Electoral Office (CEO), Delhi has
lodged a total number of 101
First Information Report (FIRs),
out of which, 10 are against the
AAP and BJP. While, three
against the Congress (all DD
entries), one against the Bahujan
Samaj Party (one DD entry), and
77 against others the heads of the
political and non political parties. 

The statistics surveillance
team of Delhi's CEO constituted

to keep an eye on the expenses
of political parties, has seized
�1.21 crore in cash.

The office of the Delhi CEO
said more than 2.55 lakh posters,
banners and hoardings have
been removed since the poll
code came into force.As many as
30,533 posters, banners and
hoardings were removed from
areas under the New Delhi
Municipal Council, 43,075 from
East Delhi Municipal
Corporation areas, 2,411 from
Delhi Cantonment Board, 90,033
from South Delhi Municipal
Corporation, and 89,162 from
North Delhi Municipal

Corporation areas.
According to data shared by

the CEO, Delhi Police have reg-
istered 581 FIRs and arrested 574
people under the Excise Act, it
said, adding, 197 FIRs have been
registered under the Arms Act in
which 236 people were arrested.

"A total number of 309
unlicensed arms and weapons,
and 2,330 cartridges and 
explosives and bombs 
have been seized till date. As
many as 42,637 people have
been booked till date under var-
ious sections of the CrPC and
the Delhi Police Act," said an
official. 

Further, the commission has
seized 738 bottles, 67 half-sized
bottles, 84,559 quarter-sized ones
of Indian Made Foreign Liquor
(IMFL) and 619 bottles, 762
half-sized and 1,62,094 quarter-
sized ones of country liquor and
4,957 bottles till date.

The Lok Sabha Election in
the National Capital will held on
May 12 and the overall results will
be declared on May 23.There are
over 1.4 crore voters on Delhi's
electoral roll, out of which
2,04,420 are in the age group 
of 18-19. Out of the total elec-
torate size of 1,40,80,442, as
many as 77,51,908 are male and
63,27,866 female, while 668
belong to third gender. 
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Atotal of 61 proposals have
been sent to Delhi CEO

Office for clearance for carry-
ing out work under various pro-
jects by various agencies, 47
were not approved by the
Screening Committee of the
office of Delhi Chief Electoral
Office.  Screening Committee
constituted by the Election
commission consists of chief
secretary, secretary of the GAD
(General Administration
Department) and secretary of

the administrative department
for which proposal for clearance
is submitted, the CEO office
said in a statement issued on
Tuesday. 

"It is categorically stated

that all new projects or works
will require prior permission of
the Election Commission as per
instructions under the Model
Code of Conduct... Shall be
submitted to the EC through
the CEO Office, duly approved
by the Screening Committee,
with a separate note of urgency
as to why the proposal cannot
wait till election process is
over," it said.

"In spite of such clear
instructions repeatedly circu-
lated, out of the 61 proposals
received by the CEO Office till

date, 47 were received without
the approval of the Screening
Committee," read the circular
further. 

In case of a proposal on
desilting by the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation, the
proposal was received by the
CEO Office on March 20 and
was sent back to the SDMC
with an instruction to send it
through the Screening
Committee, it added. The pro-
posal has yet not been received
with the committee's approval,
the letter said.
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President Ram Nath Kovind
on Tuesday discussed wide

ranging issues of mutual inter-
est with his Chilean counter-
part Sebastian Pinera as the two
sides signed three MoUs in the
fields of mining, culture and
disability. 

Kovind, who arrived here
on Sunday after visiting Bolivia
and Croatia, is on the last leg
of his three-nation visit.

“President Pinera and I
had a wide ranging discussion
on all issues of mutual interest.
We exchanged views and
assessments of our respective
neighbourhoods and regions,”
he said.

Thanking Pinera for his
strong condemnation of the
Pulwama terror attack in Jammu
and Kashmir, the President said
the two countries have agreed to
work together to strengthen
global response to defeat and
destroy terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations, and hold
those responsible, accountable for
their brutality against humanity.

India offered training slots
to Chilean armed forces in the
premier defence institutions
including for courses in moun-
tain warfare and peacekeeping. 

The two countries also
agreed to explore opportunities
for other cooperation in the
defence sector.

“The two countries should
also seize the opportunity to
jointly manufacture defence
equipment,” Kovind said.

Noting that the bilateral
relations between India and
Chile are on an “upward curve”,
Kovind said, “Today we have
signed three MoUs in the fields
of mining, culture and disabili-
ty. These would further enhance
our engagement in economic,
social and cultural fields.”

Chile is the sixth largest
trading partner of India in the

Latin American region. The
bilateral trade between the two
nations registered an impressive
increase of 50 per cent in 2017-
18, to reach USD 2.8 billion.

Kovind said he is hopeful
that the India-Chile
Preferential Trade Agreement
with increased tariff lines
would further contribute
towards enhancement of bilat-
eral trade.

The President invited
Chilean companies to invest in
Indian mining, infrastructure,
defence and food processing
sectors under 'Make in India',
'Smart Cities' and 'Digital India'
programmes.
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From Page 1
The alignment plan from

Wazirabad and ISBT Kashmere
Gate need to be reviewed after
assessing site conditions, avail-
ability of land and taking into
consideration the possibility
of soft interventions for smooth
traffic movements. 

The Finance Expenditure
Committee of Delhi
Government has asked the PWD
to re-visit the proposal afresh and
re-submit the proposal accord-
ingly, said the official.

As per the Delhi Traffic
Police, after the construction of
Rani Jhansi flyover, Signature
Bridge and signal free corridor
from Vikaspuri, the traffic vol-
ume has increased by 35 per
cent.

“This section between
Wazirabad to ISBT Kashmere
Gate is of three lanes and the
signal free corridor between
Vikaspuri and Wazirabad is six

lanes. Thus, the traffic move-
ments become slow when vehi-
cles from six lanes enter three
lanes road. The sheer flow of
the vehicular movement has
been causing traffic snarls after
merging with narrow road
length. After the completion
these projects, vehicles coming
from Shahstri Nagar,
Ghaziabad and Bhajanpura
now take this route to reach
their destination. If the
Government is planning to
construct an elevated road and
flyovers, it will relax and ease
the traffic movement,” said a
Traffic Police official.

“Earlier, a vehicle took 1.5
minutes to cross the Majnu ka
Tilla Red light but now it
increased to 3:00 to 3:50 min-
utes. Around two to three lakh
vehicles ply on this corridor
daily in the morning and
evening peak hours,” the offi-
cial added.

From Page 1
Asserting that law in J&K

is being implemented trans-
parently, he said out of 1,791
complaints received against
security forces 1,741 were
probed and 68 officers prose-
cuted.

He said the manifesto has
no mention of Kashmiri Pandit
who were driven out of the val-
ley. 

Making light of the
Congress announcement of
giving Rs 72,000  yearly amount
to 20 per cent of  country’s pop-
ulation, Jaitley wondered where
from the funds would come
from  to finance such a scheme.
At, first they said as the coun-
try’s economy grows the money
would also come but now they
sing a different tune saying
money would come from States
also as it is a “joint-scheme.”

He said as economic draft

of the manifesto  is prepared by
Chidambaram  “ the devil is in
the detail’. Jaitley said Congress
promises on farm loan waivers
also has not firm grounding as
is evident in the five Congress-
ruled States where it has not
reached at the level of
“tokenism”.

He took a swipe at
Congress promise that they
would have one rate for the
Goods and Services Tax saying
how can you have same rates
for “ a chappal and  a car” in a
poor country like India which
is not Singapore.

On removing poverty, he
said Congress bluff continues.

Asked about Congress
promise to have probe in the
Rafale deal, Jaitley quipped
saying they would have probe
against Supreme Court and
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) reports too.

From Page 1
It is not the ‘Mann ki Baat’

of one individual but the col-
lective voice of lakhs of people,”
he said in a preface of the man-
ifesto.

While Singh said the pur-
pose of Congress manifesto is
to spell out vision of moving
towards forward-looking and
inclusive economy and polity,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra urged
the young people and first
time voters to read the grand
old party’s manifesto and make
this election about real issues

Priyanka described her
party’s manifesto as “fantastic”
and appealed to the people to
make the Lok Sabha election
about real issues.

With this manifesto, Rahul
said the Congress has offered
to people “the only national
alternative — a distinct alter-
native that is unwavering in its
commitment to truth, free-
dom, dignity, self-respect and
prosperity for our people.”  He
promised to make India “strong
and united, and a just and pros-
perous society”.

On the party’s showpiece
minimum income guarantee
scheme or Nyuntam Aay
Yojana (NYAY), the party’s
manifesto promised to give Rs
72,000 per year to the poorest
20 per cent households in India. 

To the youth of India, the
Congress pledged to make jobs
its top priority, saying it will
ensure 34 lakh jobs in the
public sector by filling all 4 lakh
Central Government vacan-
cies before March 2020, per-
suading the State Governments
to fill 20 lakh vacancies and
creating an estimated 10 lakh
new Seva Mitra positions in
every gram panchayat and
urban local bodies.

The party said it will also
provide a fillip to private sector
by incentivising businesses for
jobs creation and employing
more women. On GST tax, the
Congress said it will radically
simplify the GST regime with
a single moderate rate of tax,
zero rating of exports, and
exemption for essential goods
and services.  It also promised
panchayats and municipalities
a share of GST revenues.

The Congress, it said, will
reverse the trend of declining
defence spending under the
NDA Government, and
increase it to meet the require-
ments of the Armed Forces.
On education, the Congress
promised that school education
from Class I to Class XII in
public schools shall be com-
pulsory and free. 

Referring to Jammu and
Kashmir, the Congress
promised to review the Armed

Forces Special Powers Act
(AFSPA) as well as deployment
of the Armed forces, asserting
that nothing will be done or
allowed to change the consti-
tutional position relating to the
border State.  “Congress
promises the people of J&K
talks without pre-conditions.
We will appoint the interlocu-
tors drawn from civil society to
facilitate such talks,” according
to the manifesto.

Alleging that the BJP
Government had spread hate
and divisiveness in its five year
rule,  Rahul said,”Their (the
BJP) record in J&K is in front
of you. Terror casualties are
mounting. There will be a
major focus on national and
internal security.” He also
promised that his party will
work towards uniting India by
bringing people together. 

Affirming that the whole of
J&K is part of India, the party
said it also acknowledges the
unique history of the State
and the unique circumstances
under which the state acceded
to India that led to the inclu-
sion of Article 370 in the
Constitution of India. “Nothing
will be done or allowed to
change the constitutional posi-
tion,” the party said.

Abrogating Article 370 has
long been one of the core
promises of the BJP. It grants

special status to the State and
limits Parliament’s power to
make laws concerning the State.

The Congress said it has
long held the view that dialogue
is the only way to understand
the aspirations of the people of
the three regions of J-K, and
find an honourable solution to
their issues.

Advocating a “two-
pronged” approach in the State
if voted to power -- uncom-
promising firmness on the bor-
der and ending infiltration, as
well as “absolute fairness” in
dealing with the demands of
the people to win their hearts
and minds.

“Building a Union of States
that is India is a project of
inclusiveness. J&K and its prob-
lems deserve a large-hearted
approach that will eschew mus-
cular militarism and legalistic
formulations and look for an
innovative federal solution,” it
said.

Pitching for talks without
preconditions, the Congress
promised a solution through
patient dialogue with all stake-
holders in the state and said, it
will appoint 3 interlocutors
drawn from civil society to
facilitate such talks.

In a politically significant
pitch, the party also promised
free and fair elections to the
State legislative Assembly to be

held immediately. The party
expressed deep concern about
the cases of discrimination
and harassment of students,
traders and others belonging to
J&K and residing in other
States and promised their safe-
ty and their right to study or do
business.

The party also made a slew
of promises for the
Northeastern States with the
most significant among them
being restoring the special cat-
egory status to them.

The Congress also
promised immediate with-
drawal of the “widely resented”
Citizenship Amendment Bill
introduced by the BJP
Government “against the wish-
es” of the people of the
Northeast, according to the
manifesto.

In its manifesto, the party
also promised an industrial
policy for the Northeastern
States. “We will ensure that
no citizen of India is denied
inclusion in the final National
Register of Citizens,” the party
said, adding it will also engage
the neighbouring countries,
Bangladesh and Myanmar, to
address and resolve the issue of
illegal immigration into India.

It said it will strengthen the
security on the borders with
Bangladesh, Myanmar and
China.

From Page 1
At least five civilians

received splinter injuries in
Shahpur sector of Poonch and
were evacuated safely to the
nearby hospital.

Opposition leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad, who kick-started
his election campaign in the
region, could not land in Lam
area of Nowshera due to con-
tinuous border shelling. Later,
he addressed the public rally on
telephone as large number of
local residents had assembled
at the venue braving cross LoC
shelling.

Meanwhile, keeping in
view the prevailing security sit-
uation in the border belt the
educational institutions
remained closed on Tuesday.
Deputy Commissioner, Poonch
also announced closure of
schools on April 3, 2019 in the
wake of prevailing security sit-
uation.

The trade across the Line
of Control (LoC) between India
and Pakistan remained sus-
pended on Tuesday in view of
ongoing border skirmishes.

According to local author-
ities, thirty-five trucks were
lined up for trade from trade
facilitation centre Poonch but
they were not allowed to move
ahead in view of ceasefire vio-
lations.

Custodian cross LoC trade
Poonch, Fareed Kohli said that
trade has been suspended for
security reasons in wake of

fresh ceasefire violation.
Ministry of Defence

spokesman in Jammu, Lt Col
Devender Anand said, Pakistan
Army resorted to unprovoked
ceasefire violation in Nowshera
and Poonch sector on Tuesday.
He said, Pakistan army resort-
ed to heavy mortar shelling in
Nowshera from 11.30 am while
firing in the Poonch sector
started around 5 pm on
Tuesday. He said, Indian Army
was giving befitting reply effec-
tively and strongly.

In Jammu, Director
General, BSF, Rajni Kant
Mishra said border guards are
fully prepared to meet any
challenge posed by ceasefire
violations by Pakistan along the
LoC in Jammu and Kashmir.

He said the Indian forces
are giving a befitting response
to the “unprovoked” mortar
shelling and firing by the
Pakistan Army, while main-
taining that there was no cease-
fire violation along the
International Border (IB) in the
State.

Talking to reporters after
the wreath-laying ceremony
of Inspector T Alex Lalminlun
at the BSF frontier headquar-
ters here, Mishra said all the
365 days of the year pose a
challenge for the border guards.

“We have accepted the
challenge and are prepared for
it,” the Director General said
when asked about the prepa-
rations of the BSF along the IB

and the LoC in view of the
upcoming five-phased Lok
Sabha polls, scheduled to begin
in the State on April 11.

The BSF DG, who arrived
on a two-day visit to Jammu on
Monday to review security sit-
uation, especially along the
forward posts, said Pakistan is
targeting civilian areas which is
very unfortunate.

However, he said the
Border Security Force (BSF) is
giving befitting replies to
Pakistan.

In Srinagar, Army
Commander, Northern
Command, Lt Gen Ranbir
Singh chaired a joint key secu-
rity meeting of various securi-
ty agencies to review the cur-
rent situation in Kashmir and
to evolve a strategy for the
forthcoming Lok Sabha polls.

The Northern Army
Commander, who is on a two-
day visit to the Valley, chaired
a joint key security meeting at
Badami Bagh headquarters of
Chinar Corps, an Army official
said.

He said the meeting was
attended by senior officials of
various security agencies,
including Army, J&K Police,
CRPF and BSF.

The meeting reviewed the
current situation in the Valley
and evolved a strategy for the
summer months, including
security-related strategy for
the forthcoming Parliamentary
elections, the official said.

From Page 1
A CRPF source said only

medical conditions like
advanced stages of cancer
which cannot be treated or
similar disability lead a person
to be categorised as Shape 5
LMC. 

However, the CRPF
Standing Order No 04/2011 has
classified disabilities under
three categories ---disability
due to injuries sustained in
action against terrorists/insur-
gents/Naxalites etc, those who
are disabled due to
sickness/accident and those
who are disabled due to psy-
chiatric diseases. 

“Department should make
all efforts to take care of its dis-
abled personnel without com-
promising with overall effi-
ciency of the Combatant Force.
Therefore, a sick/injured per-
son should be given full med-
ical treatment….After the
sick/injured person has
received full medical treat-
ment and the Medical Officer
incharge is of the opinion that
there are no signs/indication of
improvement and that the indi-
vidual is not fit for normal
active duty, the case should be
referred to the Department
Rehabilitation Board,” says the
Standing Instruction. 

The rehabilitation board
headed by an Inspector
General rank officer subjects
the individual to critical exam-
ination to determine his phys-
ical/mental capability, aptitude,
job requirement and after
assessing his or her capability
and health condition recom-
mends that whether the person
can be rehabilitated within the
Force. 

“Those declared unfit on
ground of psychiatric disease

will be invalidated  out imme-
diately, irrespective of their
fitness at the time of recruit-
ment,” according to the stand-
ing instruction. 

CRPF Director (Medical)
Navin Ram could not be
reached out. 

The latest CRPF order to
board out Shape-5 LMC cases
came days after The Pioneer
reported last month that out of
a strength of 2,43,000 men in
CRPF under the command of
Force’s chief Director General
RR Bhatnagar, as many as
22,120 personnel are placed in
the low medical category,
which is over nine per cent of
the effective strength. The fig-
ure of CRPF strength of 2.43
lakh excludes about 5,789 per-
sonnel on deputation
NSG/SPG/NDRF and 32,896
young personnel have been
provided to CoBRA, RAF, SDG
and PDG. 

Of the 22,120 LMC cases,
85 per cent of the figure con-
stitutes pure medical cases
implying diseases such as
hypertension, obesity and dia-
betes. The remaining 15 per
cent are mostly accident/inci-
dent related LMC cases.

The figures of the LMC
cases were furnished by the
CRPF itself to the Union Home
Ministry during meetings held
to enhance the retirement age
from 57 years to 60 years for
ranks up to Commandant in
compliance with a Delhi High
Court order. 

The CRPF cited LMC cases
as a reason not to enhance the
retirement age from 57 to 60
years. Barring CRPF, all the
other paramilitary forces
including BSF, ITBP and SSB
are in favour of enhancing the
retirement age to 60 years.
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Indian space and missile
experts have rubbished

National Aeronautics and Space
Administration's (NASA) claim
that 400 pieces of orbital debris
created due to recent India's
anti-satellite missile (A-Sat) test
are posing dangers to astronauts
aboard the International Space
Station (ISS). 

NASA head Jim
Bridenstine, while addressing
his employees in the US after
India's A-Sat missile test, said,
“India destroyed a satellite at a
relatively low altitude of 300
km, well below the ISS and
most satellites in orbit. But 24
of the pieces “are going above
the apogee of the ISS.”

“That is a terrible, terrible
thing to create an event that
sends debris at an apogee that
goes above the ISS. It's unac-
ceptable and NASA needs to be
very clear about what its impact
to us is,” he said. 

Rubbishing such charge
against India, former DRDO
chief VK Saraswat said, “It is a
mere speculative statement.
This is a typical American way

of dealing with the progress
India made. As far as our A-Sat
missile test is concerned, all
these objects do not have
enough velocity to survive in
space for too long. With no
energy or momentum, these
debris generated at the 300 km
altitude after the A-Sat test will
ultimately fall and burn out in
the earth's atmosphere.”

On existing space debris,
Saraswat said, “Lakhs and lakhs
of space debris are already
roaming in space, what about
the danger from them to ISS.
Every year, 190 satellites of

varying sizes are launched in
the low-earth orbit and this
number is going to grow. Each
satellite launch creates a lot of
debris. So talking about some
space debris from India's A-Sat
test is meaningless.” 

Former DRDO scientist
Ravi Gupta said, “Such com-
ments by the NASA head are
discriminatory and irresponsi-
ble. It's more of a propaganda.
India's test was conducted at
300km altitude and the ISS is
at much higher altitude. There
is a remote possibility of debris
moving upwards and even if
some pieces are moving
upwards, they will ultimately
fall down as they will lose
energy or momentum they
gained during the missile-satel-
lite collision. Second, the US is
blaming us but it itself had con-
ducted a lot of A-Sat tests in the
past which generated thou-
sands and thousands of big size
space debris, which already
pose danger to all space assets
of every country, including
ours. Likewise, a lot of space
debris was created during the
similar tests conducted by
Russia and China.”
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Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday

claimed people in South India
“feel hostility” from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
said he decided to contest from
Wayanad in Kerala to send out
the message that he stands
with them. 

The Congress announced
on Sunday that party chief
Gandhi will contest from
Wayanad Lok Sabha con-
stituency in Kerala, besides
his traditional stronghold of
Amethi in Uttar Pradesh.

“There is a feeling in South
India, a very strong feeling in
South India, that they are not
being carried (along) by the
current government. South
India feels hostility from Mr
Narendra Modi, they feel that
they are not being included in
the decisions of the country,”
Gandhi said.  

“So, I wanted to send a mes-
sage to South India that we are
with you and I am standing with
you. That is why I am standing
from Kerala,” he said in response
to a question after the launch of
the party's manifesto.

The Congress' announce-
ment that the party chief will

contest from Wayanad  evoked
sharp reactions from the Left and
Right of the political spectrum.

The CPI(M) and CPI said
the move signalled the
Congress wanted to take on the
Left which would work towards
defeating him in the elections
from Wayanad.

BJP chief Amit Shah react-
ed to the development saying
Gandhi has “fled to Kerala as
he fears that Amethi voters will
seek an account from him”.

Addressing a rally in
Wardha, Maharashtra, on
Monday, the prime minister
said the Congress is scared to
field its leaders from con-
stituencies where the majority
dominates in terms of voter-
base. He, however, did not
name Gandhi.

The Congress is hoping to
further consolidate its position
this time in Kerala.

Top Congress leaders have
contested from the South ear-
lier as well. 

Former Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi has in the
past contested from the Bellary
Lok Sabha seat in Karnataka,
while Rahul Gandhi's grand-
mother, former prime minister
Indira Gandhi, contested from
Chikamangalur in Karnataka.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday flayed

Ministries  of Civil Aviation
and  Railways for noncompli-
ance of its  instructions and
lackadaisical approach towards
enforcing the model code of
conduct’.  

In a letter to the two
Ministries , the EC has asked
them why have the pictures of
PM Modi  not been removed
from rail tickets and  Air India
boarding passes even after
Model Code of Conduct had
come into effect on March 27. 

The EC called the Railways
approach towards enforcing
the model code of conduct
“lackadaisical” after allegations
that poll norms were violated
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s picture on tickets and
the slogan “Main Bhi
Chowkidar” on tea cups. 

The Commission  has
issued a notice to the railways,
asking it to submit a report by
last Thursday on the slogan on
tea cups, so that it can take a
call on whether it was a poll
code violation.  The issue came
to the fore after a passenger on
the Kathgodam Shatabdi tweet-
ed a picture of tea cups with the
slogan, the post went viral. The
railways said its has withdrawn
the cup and penalised the con-
tractor. 

“The Commission express-
es its considered displeasure
over the non-compliance of the
commission’s instructions espe-
cially when the model code of

conduct is in force and the lack-
adaisical approach towards
enforcing the Code. “The com-
mission has also decided that
disciplinary action be taken
against the officer incharge
and a report be submitted to
the Election Commission with-
in a week,” it said. Sources in
the railways, however, said the
reply to the notice on the tick-
et issue had been sent to the EC
on April 1 and it has complied
with everything. “It was an
inadvertent mistake,” a source
said.

In another letter to Civil
Aviation Secretary PS Kharola,
the EC said that Air India has
failed to respond to its notice

despite lapse of deadline two
days ago. “The Commission
expresses its serious displeasure
over the non-compliance of the
Commission’s lawful instruc-
tions and lackadaisical
approach towards enforcing
the Model Code of Conduct,”
the EC  said in its letter dated
April 2. 

The EC said that its dis-
pleasure should also be con-
veyed to Chairman and
Managing Director of Air India
for “the lapse of the organiza-
tion”. The strongly worded let-
ter said, “The Commission has
further directed that action
taken against the officer
incharge be reported to the
Commission within a week.”

The Commission had on
March 26 issued a show cause
notice to the Civil Aviation
Ministry over the use of Prime
Minister’s pictures on Air India
boarding pass as prima facie it
violated the model code of
conduct. The poll panel had
said prima facie Air India has
violated the model code of
conduct, and referred to clause
VII of the code which states
that “issue of advertisement at
the cost of public exchequer ...
Regarding achievements with a
view to furthering the
prospects of the party in power
shall be scrupulously avoided”.
Former Punjab DGP Shashi
Kant had on March 25 tweet-
ed a photograph of his board-
ing pass issued at the New
Delhi airport, questioning how
pictures of the two leaders
could be on it.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday issued

notification for phase four of
Lok Sabha elections to be held
on April 29 in which 71 seats
across nine states will go to
polls. Five seats in Bihar, three
in Jharkhand, six in Madhya
Pradesh, 17 in Maharashtra, six
in Odisha, 13 each in Rajasthan
and UP and eight in West
Bengal will go for polling.
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West
Bengal will head for voting in
all the seven phases of the gen-
eral elections.

The seats going for election
in Bihar are: Darbhanga,
Ujiarpur, Samastipur, Begusarai
and Munger. The constituencies
in Rajasthan are: Tonk-Sawai
Madhopur, Ajmer, Pali,
Jodhpur, Barmer, Jalore,
Udaipur, Banswara, Chittorgarh,
Rajsamand, Bhilwara, Kota and
Jhalawar-Baran.

In key state of Uttar
Pradesh, the seats are:
Shahjahanpur, Kheri, Hardoi,
Misrikh, Unnao, Farrukhabad,
Etawah, Kannauj, Kanpur,
Akbarpur , Jalaun, Jhansi and
Hamirpur.  Some assembly

segments in Anantnag in
Jammu and Kashmir will also
go for polls in the fourth phase. 

The election will pit the
BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance against mostly differ-
ent opposition groupings in
various states, including of
Congress, the Left and region-

al forces which are continuing
to work out a grand alliance to
minimise a division of votes
against the saffron party.

The BJP has worked out a
seat-sharing formula with some
new allies and several old part-
ners. However, opposition par-
ties are yet to do so in several

states. While the process of fil-
ing nominations began
Tuesday, the last date of filing
papers is April 9. The scrutiny
of papers will take place on
April 10 and the last date of
withdrawing from the elec-
toral battle is April 12, the noti-
fication said.
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With the objective to
enhance defence and

strategic ties, India and
Australia commenced 15-day
long joint naval exercise off
Visakhapatnam beginning
Tuesday and ending April 16.
It is third edition of AUSIN-
DEX, an acronym for
Australia-India exercise.

The complexity of the
biennial maritime exercise over
the past four years has steadi-
ly increased.  The third edition
will involve exercises in all
three dimensions with focus on
anti submarine warfare.  The
number of units being fielded
by both navies in the bilateral
exercise is the highest till date.
The increased scale of partici-
pation signifies the impor-
tance attached to the exercise
by both countries while the
enhanced complexity is indica-
tive of the interoperability
between the two navies, offi-
cials said here on Tuesday.

Explaining the significance
of the exercise, they also said
the exercise underscores India’s
vision of Security and Growth
for All in the Region(SAGAR)
and shared objectives of the
two countries towards ensuring
good order in the maritime
domain and solidarity with
friendly and harmonious coun-
tries.

The Australian Navy has
sent HMAS Canberra, a
Landing Helicopter Dock,
HMAS New Castle and HMAS
Paramatta, both frigates,
HMAS Collins, a convention-
al submarine and HMAS
Success, a Durance-class multi-
product replenishment oiler
for the exercise. Nearly 1,000
Australian personnel from the
navy, air force and army will
take part in the exercise.

The aim of the exercise is
to strengthen and enhance
mutual co-operation and inter-
operability between the two

navies, providing opportunities
for interaction and exchange of
professional views between the
personnel of the two navies,
officials said.

A sign of strengthening of
bilateral and defence coopera-
tion between the two countries
as envisaged in the Framework
for Security Cooperation
(FSC)was announced by the
Australian and Indian Prime
Ministers in 2014. The maiden
edition of the exercise was
held in September 2015 at
Visakhapatnam. Australia
hosted the second edition of
the exercise off Freemantle in
June 2017, wherein ships of the
Eastern Fleet of the Indian
Navy exercised with Royal
Australian Navy ships and sub-
marines.

Building on a long history
of cooperation - including the
shared experiences in the
trenches of World War I in
Gallipoli and along the Western
Front - Australia and India
have a positive defence rela-
tionship, underpinned by the
2006 Memorandum of Defence
Cooperation and 2009 Joint
Declaration on Security
Cooperation.  However, post
the 2014 bilateral FSC the
cooperation on defence and
security matters between the
two countries has gained sig-
nificant momentum thus, wit-
nessing conscious and focused
enhancements, they added.
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Former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram on Tuesday

said the Congress manifesto is
completely implementable by a
“competent and wise”, and the
promise of amending the
AFSPA was about striking a
balance between rights of
Armed forces and human
rights.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence later, Chidambaram, who

served as Home Minister in
Manmohan Singh
Government, said, “We will
amend the law (AFSPA). We
will balance the rights of secu-
rity forces and human rights
and would remove immunity
only in three cases namely
enforced disappearance, sexu-
al violence, and torcher. I have
been a Home Minister and we
recognise that Armed forces
require a certain amount of
immunity but we also realise
that human rights have to be

respected. We will need to bal-
ance that.”

Chidambaram also
responded to BJP’s claims of
Congress manifesto being
impossible to implement and
said it may be impossible for
the BJP to implement but not
for the Congress. “I concede
that it’s unimplementable by a
BJP Government but what do
you assume that a future gov-
ernment can’t implement it.
The BJP won’t answer and the
Prime Minister won’t touch

upon the subject of jobs,
farmer’s distress, women and
children security, the neglect of
public education and health-
care institutions so why would
they concede that it is imple-
mentable. It’s implementable by
a competent and wise govern-
ment and Congress will pro-
vide it,” he said joined by for-
mer Union Minister Jairam
Ramesh. 

Chidambaram also assert-
ed that 54 pages of Congress
manifesto have been com-

pletely made according to the
feedback given by citizens of
India. “These are the things
that people want to be
addressed by a future govern-
ment. We think our economy
will be stronger and poverty
will be considerably reduced at
the end of five years,” he said.

He reaffirmed promise of
implementing a single-slab
GST and that if voted to power
it will also repeal the sedition
law because it has become
redundant with time.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday cancelled the bail

of Zahoor Ahmad Shah Watali,
a Kashmiri businessman, in a
terror funding case saying NIA
has collected ample evidence to
show linkages between the
Hurriyat leaders of Jammu and
Kashmir and terror organisa-
tions as also their activities to
wage war against India.

The bail was granted by the
Delhi High Court to Watali
arrested by NIA for his alleged
role in a terror-funding case
involving Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) chief
Hafiz Muhammad Saeed. 

“Ample material has been
collected to show the linkages
between the Hurriyat leaders of
the Jammu and Kashmir and
terrorists/terrorist organisa-
tions and their continuous
activities to wage war against
Government of India,” said a
bench of Justices AM
Khanwilkar and Ajay Rastogi. 

The judgement assumes
significance in the light of the
government’s recent crackdown
on separatist outfits based in
the state.

The apex court’s verdict
came on an appeal filed by the
NIA against the high court’s
September 13, 2018 judgement
granting bail to Watali.

Cancelling the relief grant-
ed to Watali, the bench said the

high court “adopted an inap-
propriate approach” while con-
sidering his bail plea by dis-
carding all the material and evi-
dence placed on record before
it by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

The apex court said the
high court ought to have taken
into account the entire mater-
ial on record as it is and form
an opinion on the basis of it,
instead of weighing the evi-
dence.

“The elaborate examination
or dissection of the evidence is
not required to be done at this
stage (of grant of bail). The
court is merely expected to
record a finding on the basis of
broad probabilities regarding
the involvement of the accused
in the commission of the stat-
ed offence or otherwise.

“From the analysis of the
impugned judgment (of the
high court), it appears to us that
the high court has ventured
into an area of examining the

merits and demerits of the
evidence,” the bench said.

It said that after analysing
documents and statements
which form part of the charge
sheet and other redacted state-
ments on record, it disagreed
with the conclusion of the high
court that there was no prima
facie material to show that
Watali was involved in the
conspiracy to raise funds for
terrorist activities.

“In our opinion, taking
into account the totality of the
report made under section 173
of the Criminal Procedure
Code and the accompanying
documents and the evidence /
material already presented to
the court, including the redact-
ed statements of the protected
witnesses recorded under sec-
tion 164 of the Code, there are
reasonable grounds to believe
that the accusations made
against the respondent (Watali)
are prima facie true,” the apex
court said.
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BSP supremo Mayawati told
the Supreme Court on

Tuesday that construction of
her life-size statues and the
party’s symbol, elephant, at
various places in Uttar Pradesh
during her tenure as State’s
Chief Minister represents the
“will of the people”.

She drew the attention of
the apex court that even the
Congress Party in the past has
installed statues of its leaders,
including Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv
Gandhi and PV Narasimha
Rao across the country.

She also referred to recent
instances of installation of stat-
ues by State Governments,
including the statue of Sardar
Vallabhai Patel which is known
as ‘statue of unity’ in Gujarat.

Besides, she said present
BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh
Government has initiated con-
struction of a 221 metre high
Lord Rama statues in Ayodhya
at the cost of State exchequer.

Thus, construction of
memorials and installation of
statues was not a “new phe-

nomenon” in India, she said.
“Similarly, other political

parties in power at both the
Centre as well as state govern-
ments have also installed stat-
ues of various other leaders at
public places at the cost of pub-
lic exchequer from time to
time but neither the media nor
the petitioners have raised any
questions with respect to them,”
she said in an affidavit filed in
the top court.

The Supreme Court is
hearing a petition filed in 2009
by an advocate who had alleged
that about �2,000 crore was
used from the state budget for

2008-09 and 2009-10, when
Mayawati was the Chief
Minister of Uttar Pradesh, for
stalling her statues and BSP’s
symbol at different places.

Mayawati said in her affi-
davit that construction of
memorials and installation of
statues in the state are intend-
ed to promote the values and
ideals of social reformers and
not to glorify herself or to pro-
mote her party’s symbol.

The BSP chief said she has
dedicated her entire life for
upliftment of downtrodden
society and for achieving this,
“I also took a decision to

remain unmarried”.
Mayawati said that issues

related to utilisation of funds
for a particular public purpose
by the State Government are
“not justiciable” and funds for
construction of these memori-
als and installation of statues
were sanctioned through bud-
getary allocation after approval
of budget by the state legisla-
ture.

The Dalit leader was
responding to the notice and
the oral observation of the
apex court which had on
February 8 observed that
Mayawati should deposit pub-
lic money used for erecting
statues of herself and the party’s
symbol to the state exchequer.

Mayawati sought dismissal
of the plea, which has alleged
that public fund was misued,
saying it was “politically moti-
vated” and is in gross abuse of
the process of the court.

The BSP supremo said
“some disgruntled elements
could not digest” such an
amount of respect for a Dalit
woman leader and resorted to
filing pleas in the apex court as
well as high court.
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The Election Commission
on Tuesday received a fac-

tual report on Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s reported remarks
referring to the Indian Army as
‘Modiji ki Sena’ and has start-
ed examining it to ascertain
whether it violated the model
code of conduct.

The District Magistrate of
Ghaziabad has furnished a
report in this regard. “It is
under examination,” official
sources said.

“Congress ke log
aatankwadiyon ko biryani khi-
late the aur Modiji ki sena
aatankwadiyon ko goli aur gola
deti hai. (Congress leaders
would feed biryani to terrorists,
while Modi’s army gives them
bullets and bombs). This is the
difference. The Congress peo-
ple use ‘ji’ to refer to Masood
Azhar to encourage terrorism,”
Adityanath said at an election
rally in Ghaziabad on Sunday.

The BJP leader was cam-
paigning for sitting MP and
Union minister V K Singh.

The Election Commission
had on March 19 asked politi-
cal parties to “desist” from
indulging in any propaganda
involving actions taken by
defence forces during their

Lok Sabha poll campaigns.
The advisory came days

after the poll panel asked par-
ties and their candidates against
using pictures of defence force
personnel in their campaign
material.

“...Parties/candidates are
advised that their campaign-
ers/candidates should desist, as
part of their election cam-
paigning, from indulging in
any political propaganda
involving activities of defence
forces,” it had said.

Former Navy Chief
Admiral L Ramdas had said on
Monday he would approach
the Election Commission
against Adityanath for his
remarks and claimed that many
veterans and those in service
were upset over it.
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Chennai: Five hours after a
scheduled release of a book,
titled, ‘Rafale — A Scam That
Rocked The Nation’, being can-
celled in Chennai, the event
took place and the authorities
denied any involvement in the
matter. 

Earlier in the day, officers
from the flying squad of the
Election Commission (EC)
said the book launch was in
violation of the Model Code of
Conduct. 

A letter given by the
returning officer to the pub-
lisher asked the latter not to go
ahead with the event that was
scheduled to be held at a city
school.

When the school authori-
ties denied permission for the
function citing objection from
the Election Commission, the
publisher decided to hold the
event at his office. However, he
said officers on election duty
had seized all the books (about
150 of them) from his book
store. Five hours later, the
event took place at the same
book store. 

The book was released in
the presence of journalist and

chairman of The Hindu
Publishing Group N Ram and
a retired lieutenant colonel. 

The Election Commission
denied reports of having tried
to stall the event. Tamil Nadu
Chief Electoral Officer
Satyabrata Saboo said, “Neither
the EC nor the chief election
officer (CEO) had given any
instruction regarding the
seizure of books. I have direct-
ed the district election officer,
Chennai, to look into this and
submit a report immediately.”

The publisher and editor of
Bharti Publications, PK Rajan,
told News 18: “This is a book

on the Rafale deal which we are
publishing in Tamil. There is
nothing new in it and we have
not done any investigative jour-
nalism. We have only put out
facts that are already there in
the public domain. The book
was supposed to be released on
Tuesday evening. However,
there was a lot of cat-and-
mouse game between the EC
and us during the last two-
three days. I don’t know who all
were involved in this. The
venue of the event was fixed,
but today we received a call
stating the venue was not avail-
able. When we announced that

the book release will take place
at our own small book store, in
less than half an hour, the
authorities issued us a memo
that we can’t conduct any func-
tion as election rules are in
force. I don’t know whether
there is really a rule to seek per-
mission for a book release
function.”

Rajan said when a biopic
on a politician could hit the
screens, why wouldn’t a book
on Rafale be allowed to launch.
“How does a book release
alone violate the poll code?
Obviously, everybody is asking
the same question. A full-
fledged feature film on an indi-
vidual involved in the election,
but a book release is being
denied permission,” Rajan said.

“The book has already
been sent to markets. It was
only a formal launch. I think
as it was supposed to be
released by N Ram, the EC
tried to stop the event,” Rajan
added. He said the publishing
house had been releasing
books ahead of elections since
2000, but this was the first
time that such a drama had
unfolded. AGENCIES
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Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh on Tuesday

asserted that the country was
forging ahead under the regime
of BJP and it would continue to
emerge stronger if the BJP is
given the chance at the Centre
again. 

Addressing a massive pub-
lic rally, in Nizamabad as part
of his election campaign, sup-
porting the BJP nominee D
Aravind, the Home Minister
said the BJP is the only party
which has capacities as well as
ability to teach the terrorist
forces a telling lesson. “Pakistan
should stop supporting cross-
border terrorism. India will
continue to teach terrorists a
lesson”, he affirmed. 

Laying emphasis on the
positive achievements of the
Government related to internal
and external security, the
Home Minister said the recent
Launching of anti satellite mis-
siles of indigenous technology
has brought the country laurels
in international community.
Only three countries in the
world have got such capacity to

counter the enemies’ satellite
technology and India joined
that coveted list with the aid of
Shakti Missile, he asserted. On
the economy of the country, the
BJP leader said the country has
emerged stronger by inching
towards attaining the sixth
position. Earlier, India had
nine position globally. 

Detailing the development
achieved in the regime of
Narendra Modi led BJP
Government, the Home
Minister assured more welfare
measures for the needy in the
coming days. He felt that a vote
to the regional parties at the
hustings would not bring about
the desired goal and if the goal
of alround development need-
ed is to be achieved, then BJP
is the only alternative for the

voter of the country, he said.
On the issue of establishing of
turmeric board , the Minister
said the Centre would cer-
tainly meet the demand soon
after the end of the imminent
Lok Sabha elections. The Home
Minister was vehement towards
the TRS leadership and added
that the propaganda bound
Government of the TRS had
never helped the needy in the
State. 

Though the party has
assured the opening of Nizam
sugar factory, the demand of
sugarcane farmers of the region
was not fulfilled, he alleged.

The BJP State president Dr
K Lakshman, present in the
rally, made a scathing attack on
the Chief Minister KCR and
added that the surgical strike
related remarks by him were
trying to undermine the valiant
efforts of our Army. The
integrity of the nation and the
Army’s valour are belittled
through these remarks, he
added. He exhorted the people
not to fall prey to the false state-
ments and propaganda of the
TRS regime and called upon
them to inflict a telling blow.
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Agartala: In a blow to
Indigenous Peoples Front of
Tripura (IPFT) ahead of the
general election, 400 hundred
supporters and activists of the
ruling alliance junior partner
led by its senior vice-chairper-
son Kritimohan Tripura joined
Opposition Congress on
Tuesday.

The defectors also opposed
the tribal party's demand for a
separate State.

"The people of the State are
confused with the demand for
Tipraland and our leaders had
cheated us. Now we understand
that this demand is not practi-
cal. So we have decided to join
Congress as it has assured us of
development of the indige-
nous people", Tripura told
reporters after joining Congress
party here today. The Lok
Sabha polls in the two Low
Sabha seats in the state will be
held on April 11 and April 18.
IPFT has been demanding a
separate tribal State since it
came into being in 2009 by
carving out the Tripura Tribal
Areas Autonomous District
Council (TTAADC). PTI

Srinagar: NC chief Farooq
Abdullah on Tuesday said those
saying Article 370 and 35A of
the Constitution were sup-
posed to be temporary are
"wittingly or unwittingly affirm-
ing" that J&K's accession to
India too was "temporary".

The former Jammu &
Kashmir (J&K) Chief Minister
asserted that people were
unfazed by the threats of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) combine on scrapping
the articles which provide spe-
cial status to the state.

The National Conference
(NC) chief also backed his son
and party vice-president Omar
Abdullah's comments on
Monday that the NC would
seek restoration of terms of
accession of the state, including
the provision for 'Sadr-e-
Riyasat' and prime minister
posts.

The senior Abdullah said
those who created a ruckus
about assertions of his son
were "unqualified and
untaught" about historical facts.  

"It was our party who after
Maharaja Hari Singh executed
accession with the Union of
India, sought unimpeachable

constitutional safe guards for
our state under the Delhi agree-
ment," he said at a public gath-
ering at Madar-e-Maharban
stadium in Ganderbal district in
central Kashmir.

"Our party has always
sought restoration of the rela-
tion of our state with the Union
of India on the original terms
of accession, which only gave
three subjects of communica-
tion, defense and foreign affairs
to the union, rest the Maharaja
gave everything to the people of
the state," Abdullah added.

The former Union minister
said the people of Kashmir
"will not be fazed or frightened
by the threats of BJP-RSS".

"We will continue to seek
our rights that were infringed
upon… Those who are saying
article 370 and article 35A are

temporary are wittingly or
unwittingly affirming that the
accession was also temporary,"
he said.  

Former Prime Minister P V
Narsimha Rao in a televised
address in Burkina Faso, in
Africa, had approved of having
'Sadr-e-Riyasat' and prime min-
ister for the state, claimed the
NC president.

"He (Rao) has on record
said that 'as far as giving auton-
omy to the state of J-K is con-
cerned, sky is the limit'. When
he came back, I asked him that
much of special status has been
eroded since 1953, to which he
answered that once in govern-
ment, the forum of assembly
should be used to undo the ero-
sions," Abdullah said.

He said after coming to
power in 1996, the Government
got the autonomy resolution
passed with a huge majority in
the State legislature.

"Those who say that the
resolution was cast out are
wrong, the documents are still
with the Union Government
and one day the Centre has to
implement it. There is no other
way peace can return to the
state until autonomy of the
state is restored," he said. PTI
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Patna: The CPI(ML)
Liberation manifesto on
Tuesday advocated amending
the Constitution for recognis-
ing the Right to Work, Right
to Health, Right to Housing
and Right to Education as
fundamental rights.

The party's general secre-
tary Dipankar Bhattacharya
also came down heavily on
Narendra Modi Government's
"anti-poor" policies while
releasing the party manifesto.

Demanding an allocation
of 10 per cent of GDP for edu-
cation, the ultra-Left party
also made a strong pitch for
"scrapping" the Defamation
Act and Official Secrets Act.

He, however, had a word
of appreciation for the
Minimum Income Guarantee
Scheme saying, "we are in
favour of the scheme if the
ongoing welfare schemes
meant especially for the poor
are not withdrawn."

Pointing out that money
will not be a problem for run-
ning the scheme, he suggest-
ed an increase in corporate tax

and imposition of one per
cent of wealth and inheri-
tance tax on the super rich.

The CPI( ML) Liberation,
he said, would try to ensure
that the NDA is not able to
form a Government at the
Centre through "manipula-
tions" after the general elec-
tions.

Talking to reporters here
while releasing the party man-
ifesto, Bhattacharya said his
party would rather strive for
exploring possibilities of form-
ing a non-NDA Goverment at
the Centre.

"I would appeal to each
and every voter to ensure the
crushing defeat of the BJP
and NDA in the Lok Sabha
elections. I would especially
appeal to the people of Bihar
to ensure that the NDA is not
able to open its account in any
of the 40 Lok Sabha seats in
the state.

"In doing so, we will suc-
ceed in defeating the 'fascist'
BJP and putting an end to
'Hitler shahi', Bhattacharya
said. PTI
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Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
Congress on Tuesday lodged a
complaint of model code vio-
lation during BJP chief and
party's Gandhinagar nominee
Amit Shah's March 30 rally
cum road show here alleging
that loudspeakers were used
near hospitals.

In its complaint sent to
Gujarat Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) S. Murali Krishna
through fax, the Opposition
party demanded necessary
action against Shah for "vio-
lating" the poll code.

On March 30, Shah

addressed a gathering near
Sardar Patel 's  statue in
Naranpura area of
Ahmedabad before partici-
pating in a 4 km-long road
show from Naranpura to
Ghatlodia. He then left for
Gandhinagar to file his nom-
ination papers.

In its complaint, the
Congress alleged that despite
knowing that three big hospi-
tals with emergency and trau-
ma care are situated close to the
Sardar Patel statue, loud speak-
ers were used during Shah's
rally at the venue. PTI
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Srinagar: PDP chief and former
Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mufti on
Tuesday said BJP president
Amit Shah was "daydreaming"
about abrogating Article 370 of
the Constitution that provides
special status to the State.

Mufti said the
Constitutional provision is a
bridge between the people of the
State and India.

"I want to tell Amit Shah
that you are daydreaming if you
think you will abrogate Article
370," Mufti said while address-
ing a workers' meet in
Handwara area of north
Kashmir's Kupwara district.

The former Jammu &
Kashmir Chief Minister said if
the constitutional provision was
removed, then mainstream
politicians, including her, will
have to reconsider their future
course of action.

"If you break this bridge,
then mainstream politicians
like Mehbooba Mufti, who
swear by the Constitution of
India and the Constitution of
Jammu & Kashmir, will also
have to reconsider our future

course of action because we
have upheld the Indian flag and
if you touch (Article) 370, then
this flag will not remain in our
hands or on our shoulders," she
said.  Article 370 grants special
status to Jammu & Kashmir and
limits Parliament's power to
make laws concerning the State.

Mufti was reacting to the
reported remarks of Shah
underscoring the BJP's com-
mitment to abrogate Articles
370 and 35-A. 

Asked about what the
Narendra Modi Government
had done to meet the BJP's
promise to repeal Articles 370
and 35-A, Shah had told a news
channel on Sunday that his
party remains firm on its com-
mitment, but cited lack of
majority in the Rajya Sabha as
the reason behind not fulfilling
it so far. PTI
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Patna: Former JNU students
union president Kanhaiya
Kumar, who shot to fame 
after being booked for 
treason following his partici-
pation in a gathering where
anti-national slogans 
were allegedly raised, on
Tuesday welcomed the
promise of scrapping the dra-
conian sedition law made in
the Congress manifesto
released by its president Rahul
Gandhi.

The draconian law, which
was introduced by the British
imperialists, has always been
misused. It was misused
against Bhagat Singh and
Mahatma Gandhi. After
Independence, it has been
misused to throttle any num-
ber of writers, artists film-
makers and thinkers.

"The latest instance of 
its misuse we saw in BJP-
ruled Assam, where peasant
leader Akhil Gogoi was
booked under this law just
because he raised a voice
against the Citizenship Bill",
Kumar said in Begusarai,
where he is in the fray as CPI
candidate. PTI
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Ghulam Nabi Azad, the
Congress General

Secretary, on Tuesday kick
started election campaign in
support of party candidate from
Jammu-Poonch Lok Sabha seat.   

During his different elec-
tion speeches and media inter-
actions in Rajouri and Poonch,
Azad targeted Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for deteriorat-
ing security situation in the
State.  

He also defended Omar
Abdullah' statement on restora-
tion of pre-1953 status and
once again blamed Prime
Minister for creating such cir-

cumstances in the State due to
which National Conference
leaders were seeking restoration
of pre-1953 status.

Directly targeting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in his
election speeches, Azad said,
"he has never seen such a
Government or Prime Minister
in office who uses filthy lan-
guage and has no control over
his oratory.  He said, i feel sorry
for such State of affairs. 

Comparing Modi with  vet-
eran BJP stalwart and former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, Azad said, "
Vajpayeeji was a true leader of
the masses and in contrast
Modi can be labelled as

'Television leader'.
Azad said,  "Modi govern-

ment is directly responsible for
the current situation in the
state". 

Interacting with the
reporters on the sidelines of an
election rally in Kotranka Azad
said, "highest number of secu-
rity personnel were killed dur-
ing  Modi's time in the last five
years, highest number of 5,500
ceasefire violations and civilian
killings were reported during
the same period. He said due to
mishandling of the situation by
the BJP led Govt at the centre
terrorism, which was on the
decline, is once again raising its
head in the State. PTI
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Medak: From marigold flow-
ers, brass matka 'gift' to the six-
point development policy, trib-
als in Medak parliamentary
constituency in Telangana
fondly remember all they
received from former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi who
had won from here in 1980. 

Thirty nine years after her
win, elders in this constituen-
cy recount Gandhi's election
rallies with awe, while some
believe 'Indiramma' is still
"blessing people here from
heaven". 

"Abhi bhi apna dil Indira ko.
Khitna sona de, phir bhi dil aur
vote Indira ko (Now also, my
heart is for Indira. You may
give gold, but my heart and
vote is for Indira)," says 90-year
old Rupla Pathloth, a Lambani
tribal farmer from Fareedpur

village, when asked about the
current elections.

Pathloth, who owns two
acres of farm land, received a

brass water matka (pitcher)
from Gandhi in the 1980 par-
liamentary elections when she
defeated S Jaipal Reddy of the

Janata Party with over two
lakh votes.

"Each Lambani tanda had
got 10 brass water matka. I too

had received one and kept it
safely," he said. 

Recalling Gandhi's elec-
tion speech, Pathloth said, "She
had promised to give us better
life and she delivered that
promise. Maximum benefits
were received during her time."

"She had said if voted to
power she will give houses to
the poor. She kept her promise
and gave funds to build my
house," said 65-year old Bugrot
Ambriya from Mandapur in
Jinnaram Mandal. 

Bhuli Jambla, an 85 year-
old Lambani tribal woman,
hardly remembers what
Gandhi had spoken during an
election rally then. But she
adds, "I admired her (Gandhi)
. She gave life to our commu-
nity. I remember, she threw
marigold flowers from the

stage, I had got one."
Recalling how his father

benefited after nationalisation
of banks during Indira
Gandhi's rule, farmer Banoth
Madhu said, "Tribals were not
getting bank loans then and
faced problems. When banks
were nationalised, my father
was able to get a loan amount
of Rs 5,000."

The bank loans helped
tribals to boost farming and
provide better education to
the children and avail jobs
reserved under the six-point
formula, he added.

Former prime minister had
for the first time in Medak
implemented the Six-Point
agreement, under which reser-
vation in class-IV government
posts and gazetted and non-
gazetted posts was given to

local people. 
The agreement with the

leaders of Andhra Pradesh was
reached by the then Congress
government in order to quell
1973's violent Andhra move-
ment for a separate state.

Many people in Medak
also remember Gandhi visiting
famous church 'Diocese of
Medak of the Church of South
India' in 1984. In the visitors'
book she had written, "Prime
Minister of India visited the
cathedral and took blessings on
July 19, 1984 at 2pm."

Amidst the nostalgia, the
tribals also voice concerns over
lack of development in the
area. 

Farmers are suffering due
to lack of irrigation facilities,
education institutions are inad-
equate and there is unemploy-

ment due to closure of Nizam
Sugars factory, they said. 

This constituency has its
own identity in Indian politics
as voters of Medak have given
a prime minister, a chief min-
ister of Telangana, a Union
minister and a Speaker in the
undivided Andhra Pradesh
assembly.

Though the Congress has
won this constituency nine
times since 1957, it failed to win
during the last 20 years.
Though the BJP won it in
1999, it has been TRS all the
way since 2004. 

Former speaker Baga
Reddy of the Congress, ex-
Union Minister A Narendra,
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao, Congress
star compaigner M Vijaysanthi,
all have won from Medak. PTI
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Jamui/Gaya (Bihar): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday tore into the Congress-
led UPA, blaming its "appease-
ment politics" for the failure of
law enforcement agencies to
rein in terror activities when it
was in power and claiming it
raised the "bogey of Hindu
terror" to "misdirect" investi-
gation.

He also blasted the
Opposition parties for seeking
proof of military operations
against terror camps in the
aftermath of the Pulwama ter-
ror attack, saying they appeared
more like spokespersons for
Pakistan than political parties
representing India.

Kicking off his Lok Sabha
poll campaign in Bihar with
two back-to-back rallies in
Jamui and Gaya, where candi-
dates of his alliance partners—
LJP and JD(U)— are in the fray,
the Prime Minister assailed the
Congress over a host of issues,
including its failure to quell ter-
rorism and lack of develop-
ment.

He also hit out at National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah for advocating
restoration of the post of prime
minister in Jammu & Kashmir,
wondering can any country
have more than one PM. "I
would like the Congress and the

RJD, which are part of the
same mahamilavat gang, to
come clean on the issue," he
said.

"They appear more like
spokespersons for Pakistan than
political parties representing
India," Modi said launching his
campaign at a rally in Jamui
where LJP leader Chirag
Paswan, son of party president
Ram Vilas Paswan, is in the fray.

In Jamui, the seat reserved
for Scheduled Castes, Modi
accused the Congress of having
neglected B R Ambedkar like
no other party did.

He also claimed that his
rivals were spreading the canard
that the BJP, if voted to power
again, will do away with reser-
vations for the backward class-
es.

"Governance goes into

reverse gear when the Congress
and its allies are in power.
Terrorism, prices, violence, cor-
ruption, black money rise when
Congress is in power; the coun-
try's prosperity, its credibility,
the morale of the armed forces,
respect for honesty decline," he
said.

Addressing another rally in
Gaya in central Bihar, once a
hotbed of naxal activities, Modi
said the "mahamilavat (great
adulteration) gang" was respon-
sible for the surge in ultra-Left
insurgency which his govern-
ment quelled through effective
security operations and efforts
to reform those involved in
such activities.

He said the country used to
be rocked by terrorist bombing
with alarming frequency in all
cornersDelhi, Mumbai,

Hyderabad, Varanasi. There
was a sudden drop in such inci-
dents after May, 2014. The
change was not brought about
by me. You effected this change
through your vote," he told the
rally.

The government machin-
ery, he said, was the same but
what had changed was "style,
policy and will" of the govern-
ment.

"Our agencies were not
lacking in ability even before we
came to power. But they were
not allowed to work on account
of the appeasement politics of
the previous government. And
to misdirect the probe
(bhatkaane ke liye), the bogey
of Hindu terror was raised. In
a case like Samjhauta Express
blast, the role of Pakistan was
completely brushed under the
carpet," he alleged.

Modi's comments came in
the backdrop of all accused,
including Hindu monk Swami
Aseemanand, being acquitted
in the Samjhauta Express blast
case by an NIA court last
month.

"Much has been accom-
plished and much more
remains to be done. I assure you
that all incomplete works will
be completed by this chowkidar
of yours..With whom members
of the Mahamilavat gang

(mahamilavati aur unke
pairokar) and sympathizers of
terrorists (aatankwadi aur unke
madadgar), have a problem,"
Modi said.

Taking on Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi for his
"chowkidar chor hai" barb, the
prime minister alleged the
opposition party had a disdain
for "all those who earn their
livelihood through hard work".

"These people have only
disdain for those who earn
livelihood through hard work.
Be it a chowkidar, a tea seller or
a sanitary worker, when they
see that I am wearing the epi-
thet of chowkidar as a badge of
honour, they demonstrate their
snobbish mindset by calling me
a watchman of toilets.

"When I wipe the feet of
safai karmis at the Kumbh,
abuse is heaped on me. Is it not
an insult to you?" Modi said in
Gaya, also a reserved con-
stituency.

Addressing the rally where
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and Union minister
Ram Vilas Paswan were also
present, Modi lauded the
progress made by the state
under the NDA, saying "had
you not voted out the previous
Government, Gaya would have
needed many more Dashrath
Manjhis".
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In an intelligent move to take
the toxin out of Narendra

Modi’s laced attacks expected
during his double rallies on
Wednesday, Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
has lined up her own mega
rallies on the same day, but
hours after the Prime Minister
has left.

Modi will address a rally
at Siliguri in North Bengal and
the second one at the historic
Brigade Parade Ground in
Kolkata. Senior party leader
and BJP’s charge de affairs in
Bengal Kaliash Vijaybargiya
said “we are expecting a mas-
sive footfall in both the rallies:
some 3-4 lakh people will
come in Siliguri and about 10
lakh will surely join the
Kolkata rally.”

Banerjee will also start
her election campaign on the
same day and place — North
Bengal. However her timing
will differ from that of Modi
as her meeting will be held
after 4 pm when the Prime
Minister will have left the
Brigade ground. 

Banerjee’s move is seen as
a part of a two-pronged strat-
egy in which case she can
respond to the Prime
Minister’s expected diatribes
besides sucking out some
crowd out of his twin rallies. 

In an apparent bid to take
the Prime Minister head-on,
Banerjee who will begin her
campaign from Coochbehar
proponed her rally from April
4 to April 3. This, apparently
to take much sheen out of
Modi’s meeting, experts said.

Incidentally Banerjee had
for long time been demanding

a US type televised debate
with the Prime Minister. 

Back in Kolkata, though
the BJP had initially planned
a huge 25 lakh square feet
shamiyana for the Brigade
rally to save the audience of
the scorching summer heat
the present aluminum struc-
ture looked just enough for a
couple of lakh people, sources
said adding however that the
people “notwithstanding the
structure’s size would defi-
nitely pour in.”

CPI(M) leader and former
MP Samik Lahiri however
pooh-pooed the BJP for “plac-
ing an astronomically exag-
gerated account of the expect-
ed attendance,” as even during
the full-fledged Left regime
“we had to work organiza-
tionally for months on end to
ensure 8-10 lakh people
attending our rallies.” 

CPI(M)’s State Legislature
party leader Sujan
Chakrabarty said “even for
our February 3 rally which was
much bigger than the one
done by the Trinamool
Congress’ January 19 rally we
had to work for three months.”
In fact the February rally of the
Left was “so big that the BJP
Government had to hurriedly
stage the CBI drama in
Kolkata Police Commissioner’s
house in order to cloak the
enormity of our mass rally.”

While the TMC sources
said Banerjee might address
about 100-150 rallies in the
next 45 odd days, the State
BJP leadership said the top
saffron leadership including
the Prime Minister, BJP pres-
ident Amit Shah and UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath will
attend at least 22 rallies in the
State.
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The raids, carried out by the
team of Income Tax

Department and the Election
Commission of India at the
Vellore residence and business
premises of Durai Murugan,
treasurer of the DMK, turned
murkier by Tuesday with the
local media reporting that
�11.53 crore was seized in the
two day long raid.

The entire operation was
carried out under the leadership
of Madhu Mahajan, the Election
Commission appointed Special
Expenditure Observer. Though
the IT Department is yet to
come out any official statement
about the raids, local media
known for their favourable dis-
position towards the DMK has
quoted the department offi-
cials as saying that unaccount-
ed cash worth Rs 11.53 crore
was seized in the raids which got
only by Tuesday noon.

The team of officials went
to the residence of Murugan in
the intervening nights of  March
29 and 30 based on inputs
from their sources that large

amount of cash has been stored
at the palatial house of the
DMK strongman at Katpadi in
Vellore district. “But they were
prevented and obstructed by
DMK functionaries and the
cash was shifted to other places,”
an official  has been quoted as
saying.

The IT officials kept the res-
idence and Kingston
Engineering College owned by
Durai Murugan’s family under
the surveillance for the entire
night and they picked up the
details of the locations to which
the cash was shifted

A portion of the cash was
shifted to a cement godown
owned by a close associate of
Murugan. The cash was packed
in bundles and was meant for
distribution among the voters.
Interestingly, political com-
mentators who had questioned
the propriety behind the raids
at the time of election retract-
ed their statement on Tuesday.
“Was critical of the IT raid on
Durai Murugan and believed
that it was politically motivated
coming just before the elections.
Looks like I was wrong and
they  were  really on to some-

thing big. The videos look
damning,” Dr Sumant Raman ,
political commentator tweeted
by Tuesday.

He said this could be the tip
of the iceberg as Kathir Anand,
son of Durai Murugan is the
DMK candidate from the
Vellore Lok Sabha constituency.
AIADMK leaders said that there
was nothing new in the raid .
“Stalin, the DMK president
who is condemning the raid on
Durai Murugan’s residence and
business establishment was the
same person who welcomed the
raid held at the residence of
Tamil Nadu minister Vijaya
Bhaskar just before the 2017
December by-election at R K
Nagar,” pointed out the leader
who did not want his name to
be quoted.

Kathir Anand has that he
would approach the Madras
High Court against the IT raids
stating that  the raids were car-
ried  out with mal fide inten-
tions. Events that took place
during the last two days  has cast
a shadow on the prospects of the
DMK-led front which was lead-
ing in the electoral race in
Tamil Nadu. 
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Declaring that “there are no
and will be no differences”

between his party and the BJP,
Shiv Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray said here on Tuesday
that notwithstanding the elec-
toral tie-up between the two saf-
fron alliance partners, the Sena
would not hesitate to expand its
base in seats which have gone to
its ally under the seat-sharing
arrangement between them.

Defending the Sena’s deci-
sion to enter into electoral pact
with the Sena, Uddhav said in an
interview published in the Sena’s
official mouth-piece “Saamana”
: “We have never been desperate
for power. The Sena and BJP
have come together once for the
sake of Hindutva and the alliance
between the two saffron parties
is in interest of the country. We
have come together to keep the
Congress and corruption at bay”.

“BJP’s national president
Amit Shah came to my house
twice. When it became clear that
we would be entering into an
electoral tie-up, then we
broached the issues of people at
that time. Maharashtra chief

minister Devendra Fadnavis was
also present at that time.  It was
during that the state government
accepted one of major demands
— that doing away property tax
for flats less than 500 sq ft area
in Mumbai and Thane,” the
Sena president said.

Admitting that the Sena
changed its earlier stand of going
it alone in the polls, Uddhav said:
“We had earlier taken a different
stand for the sake of people. For
the past four and half years, we
were raising the issue of people
with the state and central gov-
ernments and that too at the time
the entire Opposition were had
failed to raise such issues. I am
proud that at no point in time,
the Sena was desperate for
power”

Maintaining that after the
electoral tie-up the Sena had not
surrendered its right to expand
its base in the country, Uddhav
said: “Independent of its tie-up
with the BJP, the Sena believes in
its individual strength. We will
not hesitate to expand our base
in seats which have gone into the
BJP’s quota in the seat-sharing
arrangement between us”.

Under the seat-sharing
arrangement between the two
saffron alliance partners,  the BJP
and Sena are contesting 25 and
23 Lok Sabha seats respectively.

When his attention was
draw to his 2016 statement that
the Sena had “decayed” after

remaining in alliance with the
BJP for 25-long years, Uddhav
said that his  father extensively
travelled across Maharashtra to
spread his party.

"However, we did not pay
attention towards expanding the
party, after we entered into an
alliance with BJP. It was care-
lessness on our part that we took
things easy spreading of one's
ideology is not a crime...Should
I keep the Sena limited to the
seats which we received as part
of the alliance formula? Should
we not take our party to other
places as well? Because Sena is
not a party but an ideology,"
Uddhav said.
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With just a fortnight
remaining for the crucial

election for the 39 Lok Sabha
constituencies and 18 Assembly
constituencies in Tamil Nadu,
campaigning has reached a
feverish pitch ‘aided’ by the
scorching heat of the summer.
Tamil Nadu goes to poll on
April 18.

Amit Shah, president of the
BJP had a whirlwind  campaign
tour on Tuesday and he
addressed three public rallies at
Thoothukudi , Madurai and
Coimbatore. The BJP chief
assured the electorate that his
party would help Tamil Nadu to
grow faster and become  the
numero uno State as visualised
by late Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa.

In all the three meetings,
Shah read out the massive
financial aid released by the
Centre  to Tamil Nadu since the
day Narendra Modi became the

Prime Minister of the country.
“The people of India want
Narendrabhai Modi to become
the Prime Minister again and I
am sure Tamil Nadu also think
in the same line. Together with
Edappady Palaniswamy , the
chief minister of the State, the
BJP would play a major role in
elevating the lifestyle of the peo-
ple of Tamil Nadu,” said the BJP
chief.

He pointed out that the
DMK dynasty could not find
out untainted candidates to
contest the election. “See the
candidates fielded by the DMK
and the Congress from Tamil
Nadu. All are enmeshed in
corruption. Kanimozhi, A Raja,
Karti Chidambaram ,
Dayanidhi Maran all are
accused in cases of corruption
and scams. Most of them are
out on bail. But theAIADMK
led front has fielded the best
candidates and you should elect
them with massive mandate for
the speedy development of
Tamil Nadu,” said Shah.
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Shiv Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray said here on

Tuesday that he was a Shiv
Sainik and there was no need
for him to become a chowkidar.  

When his attention drawn
to the BJP’s “Main Bhi
Chowkidar” campaign and
queried if he considered him-

self as a chowkidar, Uddhav
said: “ I am a common man. I
am a Shiv Sainik. After being
a Shiv Sainik, there is no need
for anyone to become chowki-
dar. Sainik is a soldier. He
protects the common man. He
fights to provide justice to
common man. That being the
case, there is no need for me to
become a chowkidar”
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Panaji: Organisations fighting
for the resumption of mining
in Goa have claimed that sus-
pension of iron ore extraction
activities in the state will impact
the ruling BJP's chances in the
Lok Sabha polls.

The coastal state has two
Lok Sabha seats, North Goa
and South Goa, both of which
have several talukas where dis-
traught mining dependents are
in sizable numbers, these out-
fits have pointed out.

Both the seats are current-
ly held by the BJP.

The mining operations, a
key source of revenue to the
government, came to a standstill
in March last year following a
Supreme Court order which
quashed 88 mining leases.

Some outfits, like the Goa
Mining People's Front, are
miffed with the BJP-led Goa
and central governments over
the mining operations still
lying suspended in the state.

GMPF representatives ear-
lier met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, BJP chief
Amnit Shah and Union Mines
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar, seeking their help to
amend the existing mining
laws so that leases could get
extended.

GMPF chief Puti Gaonkar
said, "We will not tell people
whom to vote for but we have
made it clear that we will ask
people to vote against the BJP."

"During the 2017 Assembly
polls, we asked people to vote

for the BJP, but not this time,"
GMPF core committee member
Laxmikant Sawant Desai said.

There are around 10
Assembly constituencies spread
over both the Lok Sabha seats
which are affected by mining
suspension. The voters from
these constituencies could
make a sizable impact in elec-
tions, said Kishor Karbotker,
president of the Sesa Workers
Association.

The association is part of
the union representing employ-
ees of Vedanta, one of the
biggest mining firms in Goa.

Meanwhile, BJP state chief
and Rajya Sabha MP Vinay
Tendulkar said his party has
made efforts for the resump-
tion of mining in the State. PTI

Darjeeling (WB): For the first
time in about three decades, the
demand for separate
Gorkhaland State is not a poll
issue in the Darjeeling Hills as
parties, including the indigenous
GJM and GNLF, are stressing on
development and restoration of
democracy in the region.

The statehood demand and
implementation of the sixth
schedule of the Constitution
had been major poll planks in
the Hills at various times since
the beginning of the protracted
Gorkhaland movement in 1986.

This time, the statehood
issue has not found favour with
the main opponents, the TMC
and the BJP, and also the GJM
and the GNLF, who are not in
the fray but are nevertheless
deciding factors in the
Darjeeling Lok Sabha seat.

"The statehood is not an

issue for us this time. We are
stressing on overall development
of the Hills, which it has been
deprived of for so many years,"

said Amar Singh Rai, a former
Gorkha Janamukti Morcha
(GJM) MLA and TMC candi-
date from the seat.

"Our agenda is develop-
ment. For the last 10 years, the
BJP MPs have done nothing for
the people of the Hills," said Rai,

who was a staunch Gorkhaland
supporter during the 104-day
long strike in the Hills in 2017.

He is pitted against Raju
Singh Bista of the BJP, former-
ly of the Gorkha National
Liberation Front (GNLF), in the
poll fight.

Rai's view was echoed by
leaders of the Binay Tamang fac-
tion of the GJM. They feel it
would be unrealistic to fight for
a separate statehood by ignoring
the basic needs.

Senior TMC leader and
minister Gautam Deb feels that
the statehood demand has
caused a lot of bloodshed in the
Hills, while development has
taken a backseat.

"It's time we keep aside this
(statehood) issue and fight for
the development of the people
of hills," Deb, who represents
Dabgram-Phulbari in neigh-

bouring Jalpaiguri district, said.
"For us statehood is not an

issue. We are fighting for restor-
ing democracy in the Hills as it
is necessary to fight for a polit-
ical solution to the Hill problem
... The reign of terror of the
police and the Binay Tamang
group has to end," BJP
Darjeeling district president
Manoj Dewan told PTI.

Loksang Lama, the working
president of Bimal Gurung fac-
tion of the GJM, shared similar
views. "We want a political solu-
tion to the problems in the Hills,"
he asserted

Kalyan Dewan, a former
vice-president of the GJM and
a veteran of Hill politics, said this
was the first time in over three
decades that both the political
parties and the people in the
Hills have moved away from the
issue of Gorkhaland. PTI
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When Charles Dickens wrote
the following lines for his
epic creation, A Tale of
Two Cities, he obviously
gave expression to the state

of society as it existed in that period: “It was
the best of times, it was the worst of times,
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of
foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was
the epoch of incredulity...”. If the same author
were to write similar lines today, it is likely
that he would drop the words “best of times”,
given the extent of uncertainty and the lack
of “feel good” that we see before us.

Perhaps every generation feels some help-
lessness at what they perceive as the decline
in standards, opportunities — and most
importantly, hope — in comparison with yes-
teryear. Yet, today, the confusion that defines
global affairs and the state of the world seems
more compelling in mapping the human con-
dition as, say, in comparison with what exist-
ed just a few years ago. The global economy
has reached unprecedented levels, which
should normally have resulted in the elimi-
nation of poverty, hunger and malnutrition,
and a reduction in inequalities but the grow-
ing difference between the richest members
of society and those at the bottom rung has
never been sharper than it is today. 

Oxfam International highlights five
shocking facts about extreme global inequal-
ity and mentions means by which it could
even up this growing distortion, even though
these appear largely impractical in today’s
world. The first recommendation provided
by Oxfam is to have world leaders tax the rich
fairly and invest in vital public services that
lift people out of poverty. It also states the fact
that the wealth of the world’s billionaires
increased $ 900 billion in the last year, which
is $2.5 billion a day. As a result, 26 people own
the same wealth as the 3.8 billion people, who
make up the poorest half of humanity. 

According to Oxfam, in some countries,
the poorest 10 per cent are paying a higher
proportion of their income in tax than the
richest 10 per cent. Even in some of the most
prosperous cities in the world, there are alarm-
ing disparities across societies. For instance,
the richest parts of São Paulo, Brazil, have a
life expectancy of 79 years; while in the poor-
est areas of the city, it is only 54 years.

Overall, disparities are growing in almost
every part of the world, and this leaves a large
number of poor people extremely vulnera-
ble to the adverse effects of economic reces-
sion, natural calamities and growing impacts
of climate change, against which, it appears,
the poor have neither the means, the infra-
structure nor the skills to be able to adapt the
risks associated with these impacts. The effects
of economic recession always fall dispropor-
tionately on the poor of the world and the
most vulnerable sections of society, includ-
ing the elderly and the most dispossessed. 

There is globally every reason to con-
sider the possibility of recession occurring
in 2019 or possibly by 2020 and, hence,

efforts need to be made in
advance for  policies to protect
these vulnerable sections of
people everywhere. A recession
is generally not easy to predict
but several analysts and
observers of current econom-
ic trends are expressing doubts
on whether the growth
achieved in the past seven or
eight years would actually con-
tinue. If we look at the overall
global and regional develop-
ments, the on-going trade wars
between the US and China are
clearly introducing a major
area of uncertainty between the
two countries, which would
have profound effects on other
economies across the globe.
While the US economy appears
to be doing well, there are
signs of a slight downturn,
which can become stronger
with adverse monetary policies,
which may be put in place in
the next few months. 

China’s economic growth
has been phenomenal and has
added a substantial amount of
goods and services not only for
domestic consumption but for
export to other nations as well.
However, there are signs of a clear
decline in China’s economic
growth, which could have
adverse effects on the economies
of other countries as well. 

In the case of Europe, the

confusion about Brexit leaves
that continent in a state of
uncertainty, which is in fact
compounded by efforts on the
part of some national
Governments trying to defy
overall EU policies, which were
accepted by the members of the
Union.  

At the same time, there are,
of course, hotspots across the
world, which continue to see
conflict that not only has direct
local relevance but global impli-
cations as well. There is little that
the world has been able to do to
end conflicts such as in Syria,
Eastern Ukraine and even
Yemen, which continue to defy
any rational basis for prolong-
ing them. In our own neigh-
bourhood, unacceptability and
threats of terrorist violence
remain alive, despite efforts by
the international community to
curb the universal dangers of
providing sanctuary and
encouragement to terrorists. 

If on top of these troubled
conditions, the world is to see
another recession in the next nine
to 18 months, it would leave sev-
eral societies much worse off.
Dealing with the situation would
require a dialogue to be pursued
among the major powers, who
can influence overall global eco-
nomic policy, but there is in evi-
dence today much greater

emphasis on bilateral negotia-
tions and agreements, which
could be counterproductive and
harmful to the global economy. 

At the same time, it is nec-
essary for national Governments
to put in place proper safety mea-
sures by which the most vulner-
able sections of society could be
protected from the serious ill
effects of a downturn in econom-
ic activity. It is important for
national Governments and those
responsible for global policies to
ensure that the lives of the under-
privileged are protected and kept
secure against the possibility of
a recession which would add a
further burden to their lives, who
are impacted already by climate
change and natural disasters of
various forms.

Unfortunately, the most
influential leaders in the world
today lack the ability to assert
moral leadership and qualify as
global leaders with vision. The
vacuum needs to be filled with
leaders at the grassroots level,
who are able to articulate the
priorities that underline a safe
and secure future for the most
vulnerable people on planet
Earth. The world today can cre-
ate conditions for the best of
times to follow.

(The writer is former chair-
man, Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, 2002-15)

)���	��	�
	����
����
	��
	������	���(
���
�	�	���	���
�	����
�	��	����
��(
���	����	������	����	
��
����	���
���	���

���
����	
�
��
���
��	��	����	�
	�
��
��
��
��	�
�������	���	����������	������
	��	��

���
	���	���
���
�	��	����������
	���������
����
	�
����
	������������	���	 �
����(
������	*
�	��
	�
�	�
������	����	��
	���
(
�����	���	�
��
�	�����������	���	��
	��
�
��	��
��	���	��

�	����	���	����������	��
�
��
	��	�
���	��	�
���	��	�
�
��
	������
��
+�	 ��	 ��	 ���
��	 ���
��������
	 ��	 ,����
$���
��	-��
�	.�����
�	���	��
	/)$&�	����
�
��	*���	����������	���	��	�����	���	���

����
�	����
����
	���
	��	������������	��	�����	���	�
������
	��	������
�	��
��
	�����	�	�������	��
	0�����	���	1.���&�	����2	���	�	
��
�����	�������
����	��������	�
�����	���	��
	��
�
��
	��	��
	��������	���
���
��	��	��
	��
���	��
	���	����	���	���	��������	3�	����	���������
	���
	����	��
	���������	�
��(

�����	���	���	��
	����	�����	���	��	������	���
�����
	�
����	��	��
�������
�
�����
��	��	���	��	��	��
	���
���
���	4���
	��
	5�
�����	-���������	65-7 ��
����
�����	��
	����������	��
�
	���	�
	��	�
���������	��	���	#�
	0�����	���
������	�
	���������
�8	��	��	���	��
	������	���	���	�
���
	��	�	����
�	0�	������

����	��
	��
���	����	��
	������	������	���	���	������	���	�
	�����������
�
�	�����&�	������	������
��������	/
���
��	���������	�����
�	������	��
	��
�(
����	���
	���
	���
��
�	��
�
�
�	��
�
	���	�

�	�	��������	������	���	���(
�
�	��	��
	����
�	#�
�
	������	���	�
	���������	��
(���������	��
�	��
	����
��
��	��	�������	��
������	��	
���������	��	�������	���	��
	���
	��	���	�������	�����(
���	��	��
	����
"�
��
�	��	������	������

#�
	/)$�	�����	��	��
���	������	��	��������	�
�����	��	���	����	���
���
	���
���������	���	������	��	��
	���
	����
����	��	��
	������	������	��
	��������	�����
�
��	,��	���	���	/�������	���	���
	���	���	��	�������������	��
���	���	
��
�	��
����������	��
	���	����
���	)���	�	�����	����	��
	5-	���	��	����
	�	���
����

�����������	��
	��
	��	��
	������
�	��	0�9&�	�
��	������	-���	����������	:���������
��	����
���	.��	���	�
�
����	���
	�

�	�������
���	�������	��	���
�����
��	��
	���
���
��	����	��
	���	������	���	�
	�������	��	��
	���
�����	���	��

�����	�
������	)���	�
����
	��
	�
�����	����
�	��
	�����	�	��
	1���
�	��
���
��
2	��
�	���	�
��	���	���������	�����
�	����	��
��	��	��
��	�
����	��	
������
���
��
	���	��	��
��	����	�

���	#��
�	��
	.���	���
���
��	���	���
������	��

����
	��	���	�
�
����	��	�	��������
���	
����
�	����	���	�����
��	��	��
	���(
��
�����	;	.���	����
��	��
��	������	����	������	;	���	����
�	��
	3�
	!���
3�
	$
�����	63!3$7	���
�
�	������	�	����	�����
�	�������	��	��
	��
	�
����(

��	#�
	��
��(��������	����
	��	���	����	���
�
��	��
��&�	�����	��
	���	���(
����	������
�	��	��	������
�	��	��
		���(0����	�����	���	�����
	�
����
��	�
�
��

����
��	�������
	��	�
	����
"���
�	��
�
	��	��	���
��		�

�	���	��
��������	�
�����
��	�
��	��	��������	�������������
	���	
"����
���	+����	��
	����
�	��	��
��	�
��	����
����	��
	���
	��	
���
��
�	�	-���	����������&�	���
����	��	9(<=	����	�
.�%	><	/�����	�����	���	�
��	����	���	
����	���
	���	���	�����
�	��	��	�����(
����	�������	����	���
(�����	������
��	*
�	��
	0�����	���
�	����
�	;	������
���	�����
��	����	��
	���
	����
	��	��
	���������	
�������
��	���	��
��	������	��
��	;	���
��	��������	��������	#�
	���������	�����	��	��	
�
��
�	���
���
��	������
�
�
��
�	����	�
���
	��
	��
	��
�	���	�
��(���������
�
���	

���
�������	���	�����
�(���
�������	����
��
	����	��	0�����	��������	��	��	���
�
���	$��������	����	������	�
��

�	��


������	/�������	)�����	$���	6/)$7	���	��

-����
��	��	�
��	��	�
��

�	�
������	���(
��
�	������	��
	�������	0�	����	���
�	����

��	��
	���
�	��	�
�����
��	���	��	�
�
��(
����	���

���	/��	��
�	��
	����	�
�	
����
������	���
	�����
�	������������	 
�������
���	���
����
	�
�
������	��
	���	��
	����	�
���
��	�����������	����
��������	��
�	�	�����(
����	�����
��	0�	���	���	���
�	�����
�	#���	��
�
����
	��	��
	��������	����	���	�

�	���(

�
�
�	��	����	��	����
�	��
	1�������
��	�
���2	�	
���	��	�������������	�����	4���

��
	1�������
��	�
���2	�
��
�	����	�����
�	��	��	����	��	����
	����	��
�
	���
��	�����������	��	���	��	����	3����
�	���
�
��	��
	���	�
��	�
��	����	��������
�����
�	���	�
������	�����
�	;	��
��
�	��	��	���	��	�������	�	����������	�
��
��
/��	��	����	��	����	�����	��
	�������
��	�
����	���	����	������
�	����	�
��(
���
��	��
�
	���	���
	�
�
�	��	
��������	��������	�����������	��	��
	�����	�
�������
#�
	$�
��	-������	��	0����	��	�
	������
��	��	�	��������	���	���	�
����
	��
�������
������	��	�����	���
������
�	�
�������	#���	�
���	����	����
	���
	�����(
���������	���	�
���
���
	�
��	1���������2	�������
�	��	���
	����
�	���	���
���	���
�	���
�	������8	�
�	����
	������
����	���
����	��	���������������	�����
��	����
��
	���	����
�	3����
	�
���	������	��	�	����
�
��	�
���
	��	����� 4���	���(
��
	��	��	
��������	��������	���
	����
	���	��������	���
	�
��	���
	��
	������	����
��	�����	��	���
��	��	���������	����	��	9��
�����	+�	��
	������	�
���	�����
�
�
���	����	����	�����
��	��	���
�	��������
�	���
���	���	�����
���	�	��
	���
����	���������	�����
��	��
	/)$	���	-����
���	��	�
��	��	����
	��
��
�	�	��
	$��������
���
����
��
	��������	��	���������
	���	�
������	3�����������	�
����
�	��	���

���	���
	�
������	������������	��
	���
	��	����������	����
�	���������
�	��	��

�������	����
�	��
	���������	��	�����	����	����	�
��	��	����������	���
���
�	���(
�����	��	�
���
�	���	��	����	�
��
�
	��
	���
�	����
	������	���	 ���
��	���(
�
��	����	>�?=�???	��������	������
�	��
	��	���
	��	��
�
	���
��	#�
�
	����
��
��	�����	@AB�???	��	���	��	�
�	��
��
�	���������	���	��
��	�����	�
��

�	������
>?<C	���	.����	>?<B�	5��
��
��
�	���������	��
�����
�	���
	�����
�	���	����	�
������	���
�����	���
��	����	��	��	�	�
�
�	��
	���	���
��	��������������
���	���	���
�	�������	������	��	����	��	��	
������	

9��
����&�	�������	������	��	�
	���	�����
�	���	���
�	.��	��	��
�
	���
�
���
	�

�	��
������	���	
���	����	�������	���	��
	
��
��
�	��	�
(���
��	��	�
�
�	������	��	��
	���
	�
�	"������	#���	��	�������	��	����	����
�
�	����	��

���
�	��	��
	���������	��	-������������	 
�	D
������	+�����	�
���	���������	���

9��
�����	#����
�	���	��	��	
��
��	
�
�	*��#��
	���
	�
��	��
	�����
��	��	
���
���	�������	����
��	��	���	��	���
�	��	����	���
	��
��	���	���
	��
�	��
��
�����	��	��
��	���
��	����	����	��	�����	��	����
��	!
������	���
�	��	��
��&
����(�����	�
���	��
	�����
	���	�

�	���
	���	�
�������	����
��	��	�����
�
����
����	�����	.��
�	�	�
�	���
	
��
����
	�����
��	��	����
��	��������	����
��	��
���	��
�������	���	��	���������	�����	�����	�
	�	�
��
�	��	�������	���
����	����
��	��	���
��
�	�������	��
�E	#�
�
	��
	����
�	����	�

�	��	�
	�
���(

��	���	�
���
�	"�����	�	������	����������	

���!��2������
����
)�!��

�������#
������������
���!!
��	�����	����"��
�
����	
����� �������#�����
#�	�
������ 
��
�
���!
�	��	

���	����	�������!� 	�
��
��
���
!�������
�������� �����!���
�		�# 	��	� 
��	�!���������� 
��	�!��������
�
���������	�	�	�
�

��������	
��	���

Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “The Wayanad gamble”
(April 2). The candidature of
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi for the Wayanad con-
stituency in Kerala is a clear
indication of the Congress’
gameplan to increase its tally.
There can be no comparison
with the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s move to con-
test from two seats in 2014. He
was a first-timer with no tradi-
tional Lok Sabha seat. Only
time will tell whether the Left in
Kerala will play a friendly match.
The move does also raise inter-
est about the electoral fortunes
of the dynasty.

Jai Prakash Gupta 
Ambala Cantt
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “The Wayanad gamble”
(April 2). Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi’s decision to contest
from Wayanad in Kerala has two
angles. First, as mentioned in the
editorial, the grand old party
wants to expand and revive in

the South and increase its seats.  
The second reason could

be that with the feisty Smriti
Irani taking on the Congress in
Amethi, the fear of getting cor-
nered in this bastion must have
made it jittery. However, chances
are that Rahul Gandhi may still
win Amethi but the fact remains
that the Congress’ cadre base is
weak. Further, the party and the
leadership have done little to

change this scenario since the
2014 Lok Sabha poll. For the
Left, Kerala is the last citadel as
West Bengal has convincingly
been won by Mamata’s
Trinamool Congress. Surely,
they would not like to concede
even an inch to the Congress.
Their anger post the Wayanad
announcement is  justified.

Bal Govind
Noida
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “The Wayanad gamble”
(April 2). Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi’s decision to contest
from Wayanad in Kerala is
bizarre to say the least. It does
not give out the right signal
when a leader like him, a scion
of the Gandhi family, chooses to

opt for an additional constituen-
cy, leaving his beloved Amethi in
the lurch. 

Or is Rahul Gandhi actual-
ly contesting from Wayanad in
response to “popular demand”
from the southern States or is it
because he and his party do
smell the chances of a slide in
Amethi? Or would Rahul
Gandhi vacate one of the seats
post elections supposing he
manages to win both? 

In present times, any nation-
al leader would want to have his
feet firmly grounded in Uttar
Pradesh, considering the road to
the topmost chair in Delhi pass-
es through this State, which
sends 80 Lok Sabha members to
the Parliament. 

Frankly, when two political
heavyweights contest from two
seats simultaneously, it becomes
an unhealthy trend. If this logic
is taken to its conclusion and if
every leader decides to pick up
two constituencies to contest
instead of one, there will simply
be no constituencies left for
others.

J Akshobhya
Mysuru
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Evidently, in a 20th century democra-
cy, Muslims were uncomfortable with
a Hindu majority — a more educat-
ed community where many people
owned big industries and business.

Whereas the Muslim elite had only land,
chances of them being taken were high as
zamindari was expected to come into force if
the Congress came to power after indepen-
dence. The Indian ummah went wild after
Partition without giving a thought as to which
side of the border it would be located.
Meanwhile, a few commentators called MA
Jinnah as the super advocate of Indian Muslims
as he delivered their plea in Pakistan. After thir-
teen months, he died. As fee, he got a place in
history as the “literal founder” of a large coun-
try. He was no less and no more committed to
his cause, or rather his brief. 

In some ways, Jinnah can be compared to
say, Napoleon Bonaparte, an Italian from
Genoa, who became a French soldier of fortune
to rise to be the Emperor. He crowned himself
with more glory than most but ended leading
France to near destruction. Adolf Hitler, an
Austrian, happened to join the Wehrmacht or
the German Army to rise in World War I, only
to be a mere corporal. Thereafter, in the course
of time, his adopted country went wild with
inflation and economic ailments to rise to
unthinkable heights of power. He committed
suicide because he had led Deutschland to near
ruin. Joseph Stalin, a Georgian who rose to
supreme power in Russia, won World War II
for the Soviet Union. He led it to the path of
denouement. In a comparable sense, Jinnah did
not belong to Islam nor to the cause of
Pakistan. He was their advocate, came and did
his duty with immaculate competence. As we
have said, he was for Pakistan, an alien leader.
Little wonder, he left behind a country with
more faults than strengths. 

The first thing that struck some experts in
Calcutta in the early days of Partition was how
could East Bengal co-exist with West Punjab
as provinces. Temperamentally, people of both
sides are so different. Therefore, a loose fed-
eration of two or three common subjects should
have been contemplated between the West and
the East. A common religion became adequate
to induce both to separate from original India
of 1946, but not binding enough to hold them
together in a marriage indefinitely. Inevitably,
there was concentration of authority in the
Western wing, which gradually led to what hap-
pened through 1971. For the Western
provinces, too, a federation — not so loose, say,
seven subjects — was necessary. Instead, there
was no Constitutional arrangement until 1954.
The muscle of each province was allowed to
play until then. No wonder, the biggest and the
strongest Punjab had its way. Even after 1954,
people were not given sovereignty. Therefore,
unlike the people of neighbouring India,
Pakistanis were not responsible for governance.
From the British, it was transferred to God; in
1954 it was written in the national document.

Jinnah had no exposure to administration
— whether in his career as a Barrister or as a
politician. Even as a leader, his forte was ‘debate’

and not the ‘pulse of people’s feeling.’
For his success at the end, it is the
Muslim people who had the pulse of
their leader, that he could deliver
Pakistan. Had it been the other way
around, the Qaid would not have
landed in Dacca (now Dhaka) in
February 1948 and brusquely told the
university students that Urdu would
be the national language and that
Bengali would have no comparable
place. The fire of secession was lit that
day. In due course, Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman left the League to form his
Awami League. 

Jinnah’s speech on August 11,
1947 to the Constituent Assembly in
Karachi proved that he was con-
fused. If every citizen could worship
his own way freely, only being loyal
Pakistanis, why have the Partition at
all? Being a soldier, President Ayub
Khan could be forgiven but what
about the men around him? They
combined all provinces of the west
into a jumbo province of West
Pakistan with Khan Sahib as the pre-
mier to offset the weight of the east-
ern wing. Instead, it would have been
much wiser to sub-divide the East into
three or four provinces. They were less
likely to unite behind Sheikh Mujibur
then as they did in 1971.

Instead of regretting the loss of the
eastern wing, the impression President
Yayha Khan conveyed was that it was
good riddance. In fact, there were
whispers that Bhutto liked the seces-
sion without which he could not
have commanded a western wing
majority and, thus, not been able to
become the Prime Minister. This
conveyed the feeling to the other or

non-Punjab provinces that they are
dispensable, if not also redundant. To
make matters worse, the Centre built
the Tarbela Dam on the great Indus,
which lets very little of its water to
cross Punjab. Down the great river, the
Kotri Dam was built to supply water
to farms in Sindh. The net result is
also that from the Karachi delta, up
150 km of the river, the water is salty
because it is from the Arabian Sea,
having flown up into riverine space.
Imagine the reaction of the citizen of
Karachi who tastes the salty water!

The moral of the story is that nei-
ther do rulers understand their peo-
ple of various regions nor do they care
to know. It cannot be hunky dory for-
ever. Sooner or later, nemesis must
come and do what it must. Dark
clouds are already gathering over
Pakistani skies. The darkest is the
alienation of the US, which in the
name of military aid, enabled Pakistan
to import everything, including beef.
In Ayub Khan’s era, he had prohibit-
ed the consumption of beef one day
a week. The shortage was gathering
then. What now? The Chinese terms
of aid are much more stringent with
the risk of handing over some terri-
tory for failing to return the money.
Be led by alien leaders, enjoy a picnic
of prosperity and eventually come a
full circle to meet disaster or destruc-
tion.

Napoleon, clever and capable as he
was, did not fully understand the
French people. They like a balanced
life. Do not expect them to go on
fighting and getting killed continual-
ly as Napoleon made them do. For
example, 1812 and the French rout in

Russia was fresh in everyone’s mem-
ory when the Emperor began planning
a major engagement at Leipzig.
Meanwhile, he had already won two
victories at Lutzen on May 2 and
Bautzen on May 21. In June 1813 came
the big battle of Leipzig. The time-
table was relentless and the Grande
Armée and its French soldiers could
not just cope with it. 

Again, Hitler did not grasp the
overall quality of the people he was
leading. Nor did he recognise that he
was himself not the blonde Nordic
Aryan he claimed to be but a charac-
ter of the ideal German. Moreover,
Germany was the centre of Europe
and its civilisation with its intellect, its
sensitive ear for creating music, art
and painting, not to overlook litera-
ture and philosophy. One wonders if
the Chancellor mistook his people for
the ancient Teutonic barbarians. Any
wonder where he landed them?

So, did Joseph Stalin misread the
Russian people? The way he translo-
cated communities has to be known
to be believed. They were uprooted
and resettled hundreds of miles away.
They were treated worse than cattle
because with animals, one is conscious
of protecting lives. But Stalin’s men let
as many die as the transfer dictated. 

The cruelties his regime heaped
upon the Kulaks, the Army officers
and the petit bourgeoisie were incred-
ible. Stalin, thus, set the pace and his
successors delivered the great coun-
try to disintegration. These are the
prices that alien rulers make their
countries pay.

(This is the final in a two-part
series on MA Jinnah by this columnist)
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With 25 Lok Sabha seats,
Andhra Pradesh can
become an important play-

er in the event of a hung Parliament
after the Lok Sabha polls. The State will
also hold simultaneous Assembly
elections for the first time ever since
its bifurcation in 2014. 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu is fighting the
elections with his back to the wall. In
2014, the ruling Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) got 15 seats, YSR Congress
Party eight and the BJP two; while the
Congress drew a nil. Back then, the
TDP and the BJP were allies but this
time, both parties will contest elections
separately after Naidu severed ties with
the NDA last March on the issue of the

Centre not giving special status to to
the State. After 2004, this will be the
first time the TDP will fight without
any pre-poll alliance. 

Though the contest will by and
large be triangular — between TDP,
the Congress and YSR Congress Party
of YS Jaganmohan Reddy — the BJP
and movie star Pawan Kalyan’s Jana
Sena are also trying to make their pres-
ence felt. All parties are contesting
without an ally and are contesting all
seats. While the Jana Sena is strong in
the coastal Godavari region and
Guntur, YSR Congress has performed
exceedingly well in the Rayalaseema
region. The TDP is strong in coastal
Andhra. The Congress and the BJP are
just minor players. 

Naidu is fighting hard to defend
his throne while challenger
Jaganmohan Reddy is inching towards
power. Reddy has money, workers and
age on his side. He has undertaken a
Praja Sankalpa Yatra since 2017, cov-
ering the entire State to woo the vot-
ers. He has the backing of the influ-
ential Reddy community, which is pit-
ted against Naidu’s powerful Kamma
community.

In 2014, Naidu gained from the
Modi wave, which helped him beat
Jaganmohan Reddy to the chief min-
isterial chair. Kalyan also supported
him. As against a vote share of 32.5 per
cent of TDP, YSR Congress Party got
32.1 per cent vote that resulted in the
former bagging 103 seats in the
Assembly election as against 70 of the
latter. The TDP got 15 Lok Sabha seats
and the YSR Congress Party, eight
seats. 

Clearly, Naidu is facing the tough-
est challenge in his four-decade long
political career. Fighting anti-incum-

bency and also charges from his crit-
ics that he could not get Andhra spe-
cial status from the Centre, he contin-
ues to believe that Modi-bashing will
help him get votes. A major worry for
the TDP is which side the 17 per cent
Kapu community will vote this time.
In 2014, they favoured the TDP due
to Kalyan’s influence. However this
time, Kalyan’s party may end up split-
ting the votes. This will potentially
harm the TDP.

For optics, Naidu has mobilised
support of other regional satraps like
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal,

former Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and former Prime Minister
Deve Gowda to campaign for him. He
believes that his raised national pro-
file will impress the voters. 

On the other hand, Jagan has
promised to implement the
‘Navaratnalu’ or nine welfare schemes.
The scheme includes �50,000 per
annum to farmers, fee reimbursement
to all students, �15,000 to women to
encourage them to send their children
to school, waiver of all loans taken by
women from cooperative societies,
ban on alcohol, construction of 25
lakhs houses and reduction of pension
age from 65 to 60 among others. Jagan
thinks that these liberal doles might
help him capture the throne.

However, Kalyan is the ‘X’ factor
in these elections. A Kapu by caste, his
party has influence in the costal dis-
tricts in over 50 Assembly seats.
While chances are less for a win, he can
damage Naidu’s prospects. Kalyan
has tied up with the BSP and Left par-
ties, who have a vote share of about
two per cent. He has promised clean

politics and also to bring the Chief
Minister under the Lokayukta.

While the ruling TDP is depend-
ing on welfare schemes, Opposition
parties are depending on anti-incum-
bency factor. The TDP will bank on
a split in the Opposition vote. While
Naidu is seen as a capable administra-
tor, the Opposition plays up on his fail-
ure to keep promises of 2014. The
world-class capital Naidu promised 
to build at Amravati has barely taken
off. 

The BJP is depending on Jagan
to come to its rescue in a post-poll
scenario, if required. Reddy can
hardly afford to have a pre-poll pact
with the BJP, given his strong sup-
port base among Christians and
Muslims.  However, there is some
tacit understanding between the
two parties to support each other
secretly wherever possible. Andhra
Pradesh continues to remain relevant
in the national scenario. Ultimately,
even Naidu can go back to the NDA
as he has been doing in the past. 

(The writer is a senior political
commentator and syndicated 
columnist)
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The Supreme Court order
quashing a Reserve Bank of

India circular on resolving bad
debt will provide relief to power
companies and lenders as well
as flexibility to restructure
debts but will slowdown bank-
ruptcy proceedings, experts
said on Tuesday.

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday quashed RBI’s
February 12 circular, which
prescribed rules for recognis-
ing one-day defaults by large
corporates and initiating insol-
vency action as a remedy.

Vishrov Mukerjee, Partner,
J Sagar Associates said after the
Supreme Court judgment, the
RBI may have to issue revised
guidelines/circulars for the
restructuring of stressed assets.

“There is also a question
mark over existing processes
which may have been com-
pleted/nearing completion,” he
said. “However, with the threat
of IBC proceedings mitigated,
it will give some breathing
space to power companies and
lenders as well as flexibility to
restructure debts in a manner
which ensures continuity and
value maximization for lenders

as well as power companies.”
Cyril Shroff, Managing

Partner, Cyril Amarchand
Mangaldas, termed the ruling
as a major development that
shows how “proactive” the
judiciary has been.

“Whilst it’s too early to say
but if banks voluntarily still
invoke IBC — the practical
impact will be minimal,” he said.

ICRA senior vice presi-
dent Sabyasachi Majumdar said
the Supreme Court decision is
likely to result in a further slow-
down in the already tardy pace
of resolution of stressed assets
in the power sector.

“This apart, the resolution
process is in any case subject-
ed to regulatory risks as exem-
plified in the case of the
Prayagraj Power asset, where
the regulator has given a recent
directive for a discount in PPA
tariff while allowing the share-
holding change approval for the
same,” he said.

Srikanth Vadlamani, Vice
President, Financial Institutions
Group, Moody’s Investors
Service, said voiding of the
February 12 circular is credit
negative for Indian banks.

“The circular had signifi-
cantly tightened stressed loan
recognition and resolution for
large borrowers. But, with the
voiding, this may now have to
be watered down,” he said. “The
resolution of stressed loans
impacted by the circular will be
further delayed as the process
may have to be started afresh”.

The RBI had on February
12, 2018, issued a circular on
the resolution of stressed assets
revised framework — com-
monly known as February 12
circular.

According to the circular,
lenders had to classify a loan
account as stressed if there was
even a day of default. The
bankers had to mandatorily
refer all accounts with over
�2,000 crore loans to the
National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) or the bank-
ruptcy court if they failed to
resolve the problem within
180 days of default.

Lenders were supposed to
file an insolvency application
under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code 2016 within
15 days of the completion of
the 180-day deadline. The cir-
cular also withdrew the loan
resolution mechanisms the RBI
had implemented, such as
Corporate Debt Restructuring
and Strategic Debt
Restructuring.

Power sector was the worst
hit by the circular and so were
companies in steel, textile,
sugar and shipping sector.

GMR Energy Ltd,
RattanIndia Power Ltd,
Association of Power
Producers (APP), Independent
Power Producers Association
of India, Sugar Manufacturing
Association from Tamil Nadu
and a shipbuilding association
from Gujarat moved different
courts against the circular.
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The rupee on Tuesday recov-
ered from the day’s low to

finally settle at 68.74 against the
US dollar with gains of 40 paise
amid sustained foreign fund
inflows and heavy buying in
domestic equities.

Forex dealers said foreign
fund inflows in the debt and
equity markets helped the
rupee recover.

Besides, the local currency
gained strength after the RBI
announced second dollar-
rupee swap, they added.

At the Interbank Foreign
Exchange (forex), the domes-
tic currency opened lower at
69.32 a dollar but recovered the
losses during the day and
touched the day’s high of 68.70.
It finally settled at 68.74 per
dollar, up 40 paise over its pre-
vious close.

The Indian unit had appre-
ciated by 16 paise on Friday to
close at 69.14.

The forex market was
closed on Monday.

According to V K Sharma,
Head PCG & Capital Markets
Strategy, HDFC Securities,
rupee and bonds rose after the
RBI announced second USD-
INR swap.

“Sovereign bonds gain as
RBI’s currency swap will add to
liquidity in the banking sys-
tem,” Sharma said, adding “the
swap auction comes ahead of
the important RBI policy state-
ment that is scheduled this
week. The central bank is
expected to cut rates and a
dovish statement could put

pressure on the rupee”.
The Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) on Monday said it will
inject long-term liquidity worth
USD 5 billion into the banking
system through dollar-rupee
buy-sell swap for a tenure of three
years on April 23, the second
such auction within a month.

Forex dealers said foreign
fund inflows and heavy buying in
domestic equities supported the
rupee, however, strengthening
of the US dollar and rising crude
prices restricted the upmove.

Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) remained net buyers in the
capital markets, putting in
�543.36 crore Tuesday, as per the
provisional data.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, rose 0.10
per cent to trade at USD 69.08
per barrel.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six currencies,
surged 0.17 per cent to 97.39.

Rising for the fourth ses-
sion in a row, the BSE bench-
mark Sensex Tuesday added
another 185 points to hit an all-
time closing high of 39,056 and
the NSE Nifty closed above the
key 11,700-level on intense
buying mainly in auto, IT and
banking stocks amid hopes of
RBI rate cut.

Meanwhile, Financial
Benchmark India Private Ltd
(FBIL) set the reference rate for
the rupee/dollar at 69.1198
and for rupee/euro at 77.4478.
The reference rate for
rupee/British pound was fixed
at 90.2119 and for rupee/100
Japanese yen at 62.09.
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Global growth in 2019
should be even slower than

previously expected but a “pre-
carious” rebound later this year
is likely, the head of the
International Monetary Fund
said Tuesday.

In a speech ahead of next
week’s spring meetings with the
World Bank, IMF chief
Christine Lagarde said the
world economy was vulnerable
to shocks from Brexit, high debt
levels and trade tensions, as well
as unease on financial markets.

“The expected rebound in
global growth this year is pre-
carious,” she said in prepared
remarks at the US Chamber of
Commerce. “This is a delicate
moment that requires us to
handle with care.” 

Lagarde said the IMF next
week was due to cut its global
growth forecasts even further
than it had in January, with
more than two thirds of the
world economy likely to see

slowing growth.
At the start of the year, the

fund had already lowered its
expectations several notches
from a prior outlook, calling for
global GDP to expand by 3.5
percent this year and next.

Next week’s meetings — a
semi-annual Washington con-
clave of central bankers and
finance ministers — comes
with the backdrop of fraught
negotiations between Beijing
and Washington to resolve
their eight-month trade war.

Gloom about slowing
growth in Asia, Europe and the
United States, as well as the
protected US-China trade war,
have sparked periodic jitters on
markets since last year.

But Lagarde pointed to
some grounds for optimism,
saying major central banks,
including the US Federal
Reserve, were showing patience
about the speed of interest rate
increases while China had
moved to stimulate its 
economy.
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Growing adoption of Big
Data, analytics, artificial

intelligence and Internet of
Things is expected to push
cloud market in India to grow 3-
fold to $7.1 billion by 2022, a
report by Nasscom said Tuesday.

The report titled ‘Cloud —
Next Wave of Growth in India’,
prepared with Google Cloud
and Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu
India LLP, said cloud spending
in 2018 was estimated to be
about six per cent of the total
IT spending.

Indian infrastructure as a
service (IaaS) spending was
estimated to be about $1 billion
in 2018, and is forecast to grow
at 25 per cent per annum to
reach $2.3–2.4 billion in 2022.

Factors that can drive the
IaaS uptake in India are
improved infrastructure, eco-
nomic benefits, increased inno-
vation, vibrant startup and
connected ecosystem, the

report said.
The Indian software as a

service (SaaS) market, on the
other hand, is expected to grow
at 36 per cent per annum and
touch USD 3.3-3.4 billion by
2022. This boost is expected on
the back of lower cost of work-
force, abundant talent avail-
ability, mature sales eco-system,
adoption of newer technologies
like AI and machine learning to
build products.

Globally, the cloud spend-
ing on IT is growing at 16.5 per
cent (CAGR) and is expected to
touch $345 billion by 2022.

To accelerate the cloud
growth momentum in India in
the right strategic direction, the
report recommended that the
Indian government set out tan-
gible time-bound targets for
cloud and a sharper focus on
the multitude of other infra-
structural and operational fac-
tors (reliable power, sustainable
land regulations, and high-
speed connectivity).
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Global trade growth is
expected to be lower in

2019 than it was last year, the
World Trade Organization
forecast on Tuesday, citing
widespread “tensions” and eco-
nomic uncertainty.

The WTO had in its pre-
liminary estimates predicted a
3.7 per cent expansion of trade
for this year, but has revised that
down to 2.6 per cent, marking
a decline on the three-percent
growth recorded in 2018.

“The fact that we don’t
have great news today should
surprise no one who has been
reading the papers over the last
12 months,” WTO director-
general Roberto Azevedo told
reporters in Geneva.

In its main annual forecast,
the 164-member WTO renewed
its concerns about systemic
threats that could continue to dis-
rupt the world’s economy, notably
retaliatory tariffs between China
and the United States.

There are indications that
ongoing talks between
Washington and Beijing could
resolve the bruising tariff bat-
tle, but timelines for a possible
deal are not clear.

Asked if he saw either side
emerging victorious in the
trade spat between the world’s
two largest economies,
Azevedo said “there will be
many losers”.
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The National Aviators Guild
(NAG), the domestic pilots

union of the crippled Jet
Airways, on Tuesday demand-
ed interest on their delayed
salaries along with timely pay-
ment, saying the prevailing
situation is not “ideal” for
them to be in the cockpits.

In two separate communi-
cations to director-general of
civil aviation BS Bhullar and Jet
Airways chief executive Vinay
Dube, the guild also said they
are facing problems in paying
their EMIs and other financial
commitments.

The pilots along with engi-
neers and have salary arrears for
three months, starting January.

The letters from guild pres-
ident Karan Chopra Tuesday
comes two after they deferred
their strike call to April 15, which
was earlier to begin on april 1.

“Non-payment of salaries is
leading to extreme tension and
frustration among us, which is
hardly an ideal situation for
pilots in the cockpits. EMIs,
school and college fees to be paid
along with medical bills of our
ageing parents,” Chopra said.

The guild, which claims to
represent around 1,100 of the

1,600 Jet pilots, had announced
earlier warned to go on strike
from April 1, unless their salary
dues were cleared and clarity
was provided on future pay-
ments by March 31.

Jet, which is now under the
ownership of the SBI-led con-
sortium of lenders, has been
delaying salaries to its pilots
along with engineers and
senior staff since last August.
On December 6, 2018, the
management had revised its
earlier payment schedule,
according to which it was to
clear all dues by March 31.

“All please to the manage-
ment in this regard have fallen
on the deaf ears. The manage-
ment must pay arrears along
with allowance from the due
date and pay interest as well as
per market rates,” Chopra said
in the letter.

On March 21, the guild had
sought Government intervention
in Jet, after which SBI had stat-
ed that the banks would infuse
Rs 1,500 crore to sustain its oper-
ations for the next two months.

On March 25, the airline
board approved a resolution
plan formulated by SBI-led
lenders, Uder WHICH lenders
took control of the airline with
50 percent holding.

:����	�����
	�����
 �������������5
	���
���������
�����

���� �-;�<-73�

Centre for Development
of Advanced Computing

(C-DAC) to host two-day
Technology Conclave on 4th
and 5thApril 2019 at Pune in
the emerging areas  of
advanced computing with
major thrust on Exascale
Computing, Microprocessor
and Quantum Computing,
AI & Language Computing,
IoE and Dependable and
Secure Computing and Next
Generat ion Applied
Computing.

Eminent experts of inter-
national repute from MeitY,
Niti Ayog, C-DAC, DRDO,
IISc, IIT, AIIMS, research
labs and industries l ike
FICCI, Intel, Nvidia, Atos,
Mellanox, NetApp, DDN will
deliberate on the focussed
research areas and provide
deep insights through their
synergetic ideas. The con-
clave  wi l l  a lso  witness
demonstration of cutting-
edge technologies and appli-
cat ions f rom diverse  
industries.
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Vice President of India, M
Venkaiah Naidu, will inau-

gurate GRIDTECH 2019, the 6th
International Exhibition and
Conference GRIDTECH-2019
on 3rd April, 2019. This presti-
gious International event is being
organized by Power Grid
Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID) with the sup-
port of Ministry of Power,
Government of India in associ-
ation with CBIP and IEEMA
from 3rd to 5th April 2019 at Hall
Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11 atITPO,
PragatiMaidan, New Delhi.

This international event
will showcase new technologies
in the fields of Transmission,
Distribution, Renewable
Integration, Smart Grid,
Communication etc. The exhi-
bition and the concurrent
summit will be an excellent
global networking opportunity
for exhibitors, utilities, consul-
tants, academicians, regulators,
investors, visitors and delegates.
One can experience the state-of-
the-art power technologies and
equipment of future
Transmission, Distribution,
Renewables & Smart Grid infra-
structure during this event.
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Indian companies raised $940
million (about �6,482.48

crore) through 14 initial pub-
lic offers in the first quarter of
2019 and the IPO activity is
expected to gather more steam
post elections, an EY report
said Tuesday.

The report also noted that
during January-March 2019,
Indian stock exchanges (BSE
and NSE, including SMEs)
ranked fourth globally in terms
of number of IPOs.

As per the ‘EY India IPO
Trends Report: Q1 2019’, cap-
ital markets were energised in
the reported quarter on hopes
of a stable outcome of Lok
Sabha elections.

In the latest quarter, the
main markets (BSE and NSE)
witnessed five IPOs, while SME
market saw nine IPOs spread
across different sectors, such as
transportation, infrastructure,
IT consultancy, etc.

“Investors and other stake-
holders are waiting for the out-
come of national elec-
tions....Till then, IPO activities
are expected to remain at low
levels,” Sandip Khetan, Partner
and National Leader, Financial

Accounting Advisory Services
(FAAS), EY India said.

Khetan further noted that
if a stable government is
formed, IPO activities are like-
ly to gather momentum and
there could be flood of IPOs
and fundraising activities in
the second half of 2019.

Around 70 companies
have received clearance from
markets regulator Sebi, but
are waiting for election results.
About 19 firms are awaiting
clearance from the regulator,
which indicates a strong
pipeline of IPOs, the report
said.

Going forward, the factors
that could affect markets and
IPO activities in 2019 include
RBI’s measures to ease tight
liquidity, increased election-
related government spending
and consequent rise in corpo-
rate earnings for the coming
quarters.

In global context, Europe
Middle East, India and Africa
(EMEIA) region’s two largest
IPOs in the quarter came from
NSE, accounting for 94 per
cent of India’s IPO proceeds
and 66 per cent of EMEIA’s
proceeds for the reported 
quarter.
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New Delhi: Tata Motors owned Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) Tuesday said it plans
to launch multiple electrified models, including hybrid and battery operated vehi-
cles in India, starting this year. Towards the end of 2019, JLR India will intro-
duce its first hybrid vehicle from the Land Rover portfolio, the company said in
a statement. In the second half of 2020, the company plans to launch its first bat-
tery electric vehicle, the Jaguar I-PACE, it added. The company plans to launch
the products in India over the next few years in line with JLR’s global commit-
ment to introduce electrified options on its entire product portfolio by 2020, it
said. “JLR’s focus is to commit itself to a more sustainable future and our engi-
neers have developed just the right products to lead us on this path,” JLR India
president and managing director Rohit Suri said. The introduction of electrified
vehicles in JLR’s India portfolio is in line with the government’s thrust towards
electric vehicles, he added. The company is encouraged by the introduction of
FAME-II by the government and its focus on expansion of the charging infra-
structure in the country, Suri said. “This is bound to help with faster adoption
of all kinds of electric vehicles in due course,” he added. 
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New Delhi: Real estate firms have time till May 10 to communicate to their

respective jurisdictional officers whether they want to continue with the old
GST rates with input tax credit, failing which they will be deemed to have migrat-
ed to new tax rates. The GST Council had given the option to real estate com-
panies to either opt for old rates of 12 per cent (for residential) and 8 per cent
(affordable housing) with input tax credit (ITC) benefits or the new tax rates
of 5 per cent for residential units and 1 per cent for affordable housing with-
out the benefit of adjusting the credit on inputs used during construction.  The
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has issued a notifica-
tion giving real estate companies a one-time option to choose either of the tax
rates. “Provided that in case of ongoing project, the registered person shall exer-
cise one time option ... to pay central tax on construction of apartments in a
project at the rates as specified .... by the 10th of May, 2019,” the CBIC said.
In case, realtors do not exercise the option, they will be covered under the lower
tax rate of 5 per cent and 1 per cent with effect from April 1, 2019, and will
not be entitled to avail tax credit on inputs. Meanwhile, in a separate notifi-
cation, the CBIC has asked the real estate companies that will be migrating to
the new rates to prepare their books of accounts with regard to ITC and repay
the over-used credit, if any, to the government in 24 instalments. Explaining
the provision, AMRG & Associates Partner Rajat Mohan said builders opting
for lower rate of taxes with effect from April 1 would have to recalculate eli-
gible tax credit since the inception of GST based on the proportion of resi-
dential to commercial carpet area, sold to unsold units and invoiced to un-
invoiced amount. 
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Rising for the fourth session
in a row, the BSE bench-

mark Sensex on Tuesday added
another 185 points to hit an all-
time closing high of 39,056 and
the NSE Nifty closed above the
key 11,700-level on intense
buying mainly in auto, IT and
banking stocks amid hopes of
RBI rate cut.

Tata Motors drove the
Sensex rally for the second ses-
sion in a row, surging over 8 per
cent. Other top gainers were
Bharti Airtel, TCS, Bajaj
Finance, PowerGrid, IndusInd
Bank and State Bank of India

— rising as much as 5 per cent.
Bucking the overall trend,

Bajaj Auto, Sun Pharma,
Vedanta, Tata Steel, HCL Tech
and HDFC Bank stocks saw
intense selling on account of
profit-booking.

The 30-share Sensex start-
ed on a positive note at
38,988.57 and swung between
a high of 39,121.69 and a low
of 38,846.96. During the
course, it also set its new intra-
day record by touching
39,121.69. The gauge finally
settled the day at 39,056.65,
184.78 points or 0.48 per cent
higher.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty

opened higher at 11,711.55
and rose to a record intra-day
high of 11,729.35. It, however,
closed at 11,713.20, up 44.05
points or 0.38 per cent.

Sectorally, realty, telecom,
auto and IT emerged as promi-
nent gainers. On the other
hand, indices of oil and gas,
FMCG and basic materials were
in the red. The RBI’s rate setting
panel Tuesday started its 3-day
deliberations for the first bi-
monthly monetary policy of
2019-20 amid expectations of a
cut in key lending rate by anoth-
er 25 basis points to boost eco-
nomic activities. Investors are
keenly awaiting the outcome of

the RBI’s first bi-monthly mon-
etary policy review meeting.
Experts believe that hopes of
interest rate cut by the Reserve
Bank have also aided the recent
rally in domestic equities.
Besides, domestic markets have
a spillover effect of robust glob-
al sentiment as investors were
encouraged by signs of
strengthening economic indi-
cators that showed manufac-
turing activities in China and
the United States improving.

Asian bourses followed
Wall Street gains on Tuesday
amid strong indications of
improving global macro-eco-
nomic picture. 
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Reflecting a loss of “growth momentum”,
manufacturing activities in the country

slowed down to a six-month low in March
amid softer increases in new orders, pro-
duction and employment, according to a sur-
vey.

The Nikkei India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) declined
to 52.6 in March from 54.3 in February, a
report said Tuesday.

A reading above 50 indicates expansion
while a print below that level points to con-
traction.

“Falling from 54.3 in February to a six-
month low, the latest figure highlighted a loss
of growth momentum,” the report said,
adding that although operating conditions in
the Indian manufacturing industry contin-
ued to improve, there was a widespread slow-
down in growth.

As per the report, factory orders and pro-
duction expanded at the slowest pace since
last September while job creation eased to an
eight-month low in March.

“Softer increases were registered for new
orders, production, input buying and employ-
ment. The deceleration was accompanied by
subdued inflationary pressures, with rates of
increase in input costs and output charges
below their respective long-run averages,” it
noted. However, business sentiment strength-
ened to a seven-month high.

Pollyanna De Lima, Principal Economist
at IHS Markit and the author of the report
on the PMI, said manufacturing sector
expansion in India took a step back in March,
with metrics for factory orders, production,
exports, input buying and employment all
moving lower.
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The RBI’s rate setting panel
on Tuesday started its 3-day

deliberations for the first bi-
monthly monetary policy of
2019-20 amid expectations of a
cut in key lending rate by
another 25 basis points to boost
economic activities.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) had reduced the repo rate
by 25 basis points in February,
after a gap of 18 months. A
back-to-back cut in interest

rate would provide relief to bor-
rowers in the election season.

The six-member Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC) head-
ed by RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das will announce
the resolution of the meeting at
around noon on Thursday.

It would be the first bi-
monthly monetary policy of
2019-20. Das has already held
meetings with stakeholders
including industry bodies,
depositors association, MSME
representatives and bankers.

Industry and experts are
expecting the banking sector
regulator to cut the key lending
rate — at which it lends to com-
mercial banks — by 0.25 per
cent so as to boost the eco-
nomic activities as fears loom
large about global economic
slowdown impacting India’s
growth prospects.

According to industry esti-
mates, inflation is well below
the RBI’s mandate of 4 per cent
and hence it should cut the repo
rate (rate at which RBI lends to

banks) to boost economic
growth. A back-to-back cut in
interest rate would provide
relief to borrowers in the elec-
tion season, experts say.

According to ratings firm
ICRA, the RBI could go for a 25
bps rate cut in the upcoming
meeting of monetary policy
committee. Director General of
CII Chandrajit Banerjee said
the inflation trajectory has
remained benign which further
warrants a reduction in inter-
est rates.

Script Open High Low LTP
SUZLON 6.21 6.98 6.12 6.82
JPASSOCIAT 5.74 5.83 5.48 5.57
TATAMOTORS 188.75 204.00 185.25 202.80
ZEEL 425.00 434.90 403.20 418.10
RELINFRA 138.25 146.25 137.00 140.10
YESBANK 277.10 282.00 274.80 280.40
RELCAPITAL 205.80 214.30 200.20 203.35
SBIN 323.50 330.50 321.90 328.55
HEXAWARE 366.00 373.00 357.60 359.00
RELIANCE 1396.55 1402.70 1380.80 1388.45
GODREJPROP 856.00 895.00 847.65 891.45
PNB 97.85 99.75 96.20 98.40
BEL 96.40 102.00 96.00 100.95
DLF 196.50 200.80 194.20 199.45
LAKSHVILAS 85.20 85.30 77.25 85.00
IBULHSGFIN 850.15 857.55 832.40 841.40
DHFL 149.50 150.10 143.00 145.20
MARUTI 6851.25 6904.40 6787.80 6882.85
BHARTIARTL 342.00 360.00 342.00 357.55
ADANIPOWER 49.20 51.90 48.60 49.95
GODREJAGRO 525.00 564.55 525.00 540.70
INFY* 757.50 765.45 753.10 757.10
LT 1414.00 1427.00 1404.00 1409.70
CROMPTON 231.00 232.00 212.00 222.15
BANKBARODA 133.85 135.40 130.95 133.25
TATAMTRDVR 92.45 99.00 91.50 98.15
CYIENT* 645.00 645.00 571.30 579.40
TCS 2040.00 2084.00 2035.55 2079.50
RPOWER 10.99 11.27 10.72 10.78
BPCL 388.10 391.40 378.00 380.55
SUZLON 6.21 6.98 6.12 6.82

JPASSOCIAT 5.74 5.83 5.48 5.57
TATAMOTORS 188.75 204.00 185.25 202.80
ZEEL 425.00 434.90 403.20 418.10
RELINFRA 138.25 146.25 137.00 140.10
YESBANK 277.10 282.00 274.80 280.40
RELCAPITAL 205.80 214.30 200.20 203.35
SBIN 323.50 330.50 321.90 328.55
HEXAWARE 366.00 373.00 357.60 359.00
RELIANCE 1396.55 1402.70 1380.80 1388.45
GODREJPROP 856.00 895.00 847.65 891.45
PNB 97.85 99.75 96.20 98.40
BEL 96.40 102.00 96.00 100.95
DLF 196.50 200.80 194.20 199.45
LAKSHVILAS 85.20 85.30 77.25 85.00
IBULHSGFIN 850.15 857.55 832.40 841.40
DHFL 149.50 150.10 143.00 145.20
MARUTI 6851.25 6904.40 6787.80 6882.85
BHARTIARTL 342.00 360.00 342.00 357.55
ADANIPOWER 49.20 51.90 48.60 49.95
GODREJAGRO 525.00 564.55 525.00 540.70
INFY* 757.50 765.45 753.10 757.10
LT 1414.00 1427.00 1404.00 1409.70
CROMPTON 231.00 232.00 212.00 222.15
BANKBARODA 133.85 135.40 130.95 133.25
TATAMTRDVR 92.45 99.00 91.50 98.15
CYIENT* 645.00 645.00 571.30 579.40
TCS 2040.00 2084.00 2035.55 2079.50
RPOWER 10.99 11.27 10.72 10.78
BPCL 388.10 391.40 378.00 380.55
M&M 663.50 674.80 662.35 667.15
JINDALSTEL 184.00 186.25 180.10 184.95
SUNPHARMA 482.00 483.60 467.35 469.85
IDFCFIRSTB 56.10 56.25 54.30 54.75
EQUITAS 135.25 139.30 135.20 138.40
TATAGLOBAL 208.30 214.30 207.55 211.30
GRAPHITE 462.00 466.10 450.20 458.15
EICHERMOT 20270.00 21135.00 20270.00 20581.05
BANKINDIA 104.50 107.80 103.40 105.55
JUSTDIAL 607.00 608.50 584.50 597.10
SUNTV 627.05 649.40 619.10 642.10
HINDPETRO 282.40 284.60 273.00 274.45
SUNTECK 471.00 485.00 468.90 478.45
DISHTV 41.00 41.00 37.70 39.55
M&MFIN 427.00 427.00 413.10 416.30
INDIACEM 111.30 114.10 108.10 110.50
GAIL 358.95 364.50 353.95 361.75
KOTAKBANK 1348.00 1348.00 1328.00 1338.80
BAJFINANCE 3005.00 3070.30 3000.05 3049.70
ONGC 159.00 159.75 156.55 157.45
HEG 2132.10 2141.70 2001.00 2088.75
SBILIFE 599.90 603.00 590.10 601.30
FEDERALBNK 98.00 99.40 96.05 97.65
HEROMOTOCO 2554.00 2599.30 2547.50 2569.65
ESCORTS 772.00 776.70 760.25 772.05

BAJAJFINSV 7176.80 7310.00 7163.10 7278.35
PFC 120.05 123.75 119.50 121.75
SYNDIBANK 44.80 46.60 43.60 45.15
WOCKPHARMA 455.15 458.10 442.40 445.80
SOUTHBANK 17.20 17.30 16.70 17.05
ASIANPAINT 1490.20 1520.00 1485.00 1515.75
ITC 297.00 299.70 294.70 297.10
HDFC 1956.50 1998.00 1955.65 1992.50
IDBI 46.30 47.05 45.35 45.95
MMTC 28.30 28.50 27.50 28.00
ACC 1651.80 1668.00 1610.00 1620.10
JSWSTEEL 294.40 295.00 286.40 288.00
WIPRO 262.50 264.05 260.95 261.60
MAXINDIA 70.15 70.35 69.50 70.05
TATAELXSI 965.00 989.00 965.00 982.10
MAHABANK 14.40 14.71 13.75 14.17
UJJIVAN 347.90 347.90 329.80 335.35
IBREALEST 94.60 94.70 91.40 92.05
HDFCBANK 2315.15 2316.60 2285.75 2296.50
HINDALCO 216.50 218.20 213.35 216.90
IOC 158.90 159.85 157.25 158.20
MOTHERSUMI 155.00 155.60 153.00 154.85
JUBILANT 672.50 690.00 669.00 685.95
ICICIGI 1027.55 1039.20 998.00 999.95
CGPOWER 41.20 42.45 40.25 40.80
NCC 114.30 114.60 109.40 110.60
JISLJALEQS 59.30 60.20 58.40 59.50
RBLBANK 680.45 681.00 670.00 678.00
ORIENTBANK 112.05 117.25 111.55 115.85
MANAPPURAM 125.60 125.60 120.65 122.05
GODREJCP 677.30 684.25 652.85 658.85
BRITANNIA 3070.00 3070.00 2982.40 2993.55
IFCI 14.04 14.20 13.60 13.70
SHK 150.55 164.85 150.50 154.50
UPL 934.65 938.50 917.00 926.70
HCLTECH 1110.00 1119.95 1091.80 1100.80
TECHM 788.00 793.85 785.35 791.95
TVSMOTOR 481.50 490.00 475.50 485.90
JSWENERGY 73.60 76.90 73.30 76.25
PEL 2699.90 2706.75 2620.00 2642.50
EDELWEISS 192.35 195.85 187.50 192.55
IEX 161.90 166.30 161.10 161.70
INDIGO 1416.00 1417.05 1378.00 1383.95
PNBHOUSING 949.70 949.70 909.35 919.85
NATIONALUM 57.00 57.30 54.85 55.20
BEML 1009.70 1019.20 995.00 1009.05
KTKBANK 138.95 138.95 132.85 133.70
NIITTECH 1330.00 1359.85 1330.00 1349.80
RCOM 3.91 3.92 3.77 3.77
OBEROIRLTY 537.75 551.45 535.45 546.35
L&TFH 152.20 153.05 149.60 150.75
NMDC 105.95 108.40 104.55 104.90
SRTRANSFIN 1240.05 1251.85 1194.60 1200.05
IRB 156.95 157.30 151.00 154.50
GNFC 315.15 315.25 308.00 309.25
PIIND 1042.65 1087.00 1033.95 1055.95
DABUR 401.60 408.00 400.30 402.65
SRF 2350.00 2402.15 2342.00 2389.55
DMART 1497.00 1505.00 1483.60 1492.30
AMBUJACEM 234.00 236.55 227.25 229.80
TITAN 1139.00 1139.00 1107.75 1112.20
DCAL 224.00 224.00 216.00 217.95
COALINDIA 238.05 239.45 235.85 236.50
IBULISL 339.15 339.15 318.00 337.70
VIPIND 485.10 501.50 480.95 493.50
JKTYRE 95.90 96.50 93.35 94.15
HFCL 23.60 24.10 23.15 23.40
HSIL 285.40 294.50 277.55 282.30
DBL 636.90 665.00 625.00 647.20
STAR 476.10 482.80 470.50 474.20
HDFCLIFE 384.00 384.40 378.20 379.85
STRTECH 225.00 226.00 221.00 221.80
LEMONTREE 80.05 90.90 80.05 85.30
JAICORPLTD 117.70 117.85 113.65 114.60
HINDUNILVR 1691.00 1697.00 1680.15 1686.50
HINDZINC 284.95 284.95 279.65 282.65
BALKRISIND 996.05 1017.10 986.60 1001.45
SPARC 194.35 198.00 188.55 189.60
AUROPHARMA 792.00 801.35 782.50 787.35
INDIANB 284.80 287.55 276.40 281.65
PERSISTENT* 630.60 655.30 627.00 632.20
AUBANK 589.00 609.95 585.05 608.15
WELCORP 141.80 145.75 141.80 144.00
POWERGRID 196.45 200.85 196.45 199.75
INDHOTEL 157.45 159.00 154.50 157.65
BANDHANBNK 530.10 534.50 521.90 531.20
IGL 307.15 307.20 298.10 299.55
PIDILITIND 1257.00 1263.90 1241.80 1257.85
INTELLECT 219.55 221.00 215.25 218.95
TORNTPOWER 264.10 268.70 261.80 263.25
JUBLFOOD 1461.05 1474.15 1431.15 1441.70
ULTRACEMCO 4050.00 4084.95 3989.95 4021.05
DEEPAKFERT 133.50 134.20 122.00 127.00
CUMMINSIND 749.05 758.00 737.85 744.90
PRESTIGE 251.00 253.00 240.05 250.65
MERCK 3800.05 3829.95 3729.75 3795.90
WESTLIFE 442.00 444.65 430.00 439.50
GRUH 281.00 282.80 278.45 280.10
OMAXE 213.85 217.65 210.90 211.85
GRASIM 873.95 873.95 838.00 845.75
MFSL 444.50 453.30 436.05 437.75
DRREDDY 2794.00 2817.00 2777.95 2796.40
RAJESHEXPO 678.25 709.95 670.50 681.65
FORCEMOT 1734.00 1741.80 1690.00 1702.05
JSLHISAR 99.75 99.80 96.65 97.65
INFRATEL 311.35 318.00 311.35 314.10
GREAVESCOT 146.70 146.80 144.05 145.60
BIOCON 620.00 624.90 613.20 615.60
MINDTREE 950.00 952.50 941.00 945.25

EXIDEIND 216.20 217.30 214.25 215.30
TAKE 151.05 152.35 145.00 145.60
RAIN 104.10 104.40 101.50 101.80
SHANKARA 450.50 450.50 422.85 435.55
RAYMOND 826.60 831.65 813.50 816.40
VENKYS 2296.00 2296.05 2236.00 2256.30
BAJAJELEC 552.90 573.90 540.85 565.75
APOLLOTYRE 225.50 226.60 219.80 221.65
CHOLAFIN 1510.30 1510.30 1473.45 1482.70
TATACHEM 585.30 598.30 585.00 594.75
EVEREADY 194.00 194.00 187.90 190.90
ADANIPORTS 384.70 384.70 377.60 379.65
CANFINHOME 356.00 357.00 347.05 349.00
PETRONET 247.00 250.50 246.10 248.55
TATACOFFEE 92.90 96.00 92.85 94.05
TATACOMM 612.25 626.65 603.00 606.05
SIEMENS 1133.00 1138.45 1118.80 1130.15
HAVELLS 774.00 780.00 761.25 764.70
IPCALAB 970.00 978.10 948.20 953.60
INFIBEAM 43.00 43.60 41.85 42.10
J&KBANK 58.00 58.65 56.05 57.35
TRIDENT 71.50 71.65 69.00 69.70
BLISSGVS 180.40 183.65 179.50 182.70
RCF 58.45 59.95 58.45 59.25
APOLLOHOSP 1269.50 1283.20 1249.00 1254.90
GMRINFRA 19.55 19.90 19.25 19.35
EMAMILTD 404.75 415.00 404.75 410.15
MGL 1026.00 1035.70 995.05 1000.15
CONCOR 533.25 543.35 530.00 532.95
PHILIPCARB 180.00 180.00 176.05 176.55
BHARATFIN 1106.00 1128.50 1097.80 1120.80
MUTHOOTFIN 615.85 622.70 608.80 616.15
ISGEC 590.00 599.00 582.00 595.30
CIPLA 530.00 530.00 521.05 525.75
LTTS 1620.00 1640.00 1608.95 1626.80
MEGH 62.75 63.60 61.10 61.40
NHPC 25.20 25.50 25.10 25.45
ENGINERSIN 120.00 121.50 118.10 119.65
RELAXO 814.35 842.00 803.05 833.65
AVANTI 419.00 423.05 413.00 415.25
BATAINDIA 1387.00 1398.60 1376.05 1383.40
GODFRYPHLP 1159.55 1173.95 1121.10 1129.15
FRETAIL 466.00 473.00 462.20 465.60
BHARATFORG 513.35 516.95 508.35 514.30
NAVKARCORP 39.90 40.00 38.20 38.65
RAMCOCEM 746.05 747.40 738.45 741.20
KEC 300.50 304.20 297.10 302.40
VOLTAS 625.00 626.80 620.75 622.70
DCBBANK 202.00 205.50 201.50 203.25
ASHOKA 130.85 135.45 130.85 133.25
RADICO 398.50 398.50 391.00 392.40
SHOPERSTOP 470.40 481.00 467.05 474.35
PTC 75.10 78.50 74.95 77.60
LTI 1716.95 1734.20 1710.00 1714.45
IDFC 46.95 47.15 45.60 46.20
CENTURYTEX 925.00 931.75 911.20 918.45
CEATLTD 1136.50 1146.00 1125.75 1128.30
HINDCOPPER 50.20 50.30 49.05 49.50
UBL 1415.00 1420.00 1391.65 1402.25
MCX 807.80 808.95 790.10 792.70
DIVISLAB 1740.00 1740.00 1680.00 1699.25
BERGEPAINT 330.80 333.40 327.95 331.50
ISEC 240.25 243.00 232.40 233.80
MARICO 348.85 349.80 344.30 345.70
CASTROLIND 166.40 166.40 164.85 165.70
PARAGMILK 264.65 265.00 260.05 260.85
CADILAHC 344.30 348.50 342.50 344.30
ABFRL 224.65 224.65 219.55 220.30
LALPATHLAB 1079.00 1085.85 1041.45 1049.85
ADANIGREEN 39.15 39.25 37.75 37.90
KAJARIACER 601.00 608.85 595.30 605.35
GICRE 246.20 256.50 245.40 252.35
JINDALSAW 87.45 87.90 85.25 85.45
EIHOTEL 207.05 209.25 204.35 206.25
JSL 41.70 42.85 41.50 42.00
GRANULES 113.70 113.90 112.40 113.50
TORNTPHARM 1929.95 1929.95 1885.05 1889.40
BBTC 1304.95 1311.75 1288.25 1300.75
MPHASIS 983.30 1001.00 977.40 989.15
GHCL 243.85 249.30 243.00 243.75
JMFINANCIL 92.80 93.45 90.10 90.80
MOIL 160.15 163.30 159.50 160.65
GSFC 106.40 106.50 103.65 104.65
GPPL 98.00 98.10 96.05 96.95
NOCIL 147.50 147.50 144.20 144.85
PVR 1660.00 1672.70 1639.00 1656.20
CENTURYPLY 218.70 220.70 216.10 217.70
HEIDELBERG 184.55 188.00 180.25 181.70
COLPAL 1254.65 1265.00 1241.95 1246.95
BAJAJHLDNG 3377.95 3444.00 3357.70 3415.60
MINDAIND 346.95 347.25 338.95 342.00
NAVINFLUOR 714.95 752.00 714.95 748.70
CHENNPETRO 272.70 274.50 267.65 269.75
AJANTPHARM 1043.95 1046.50 1023.05 1033.60
HIMATSEIDE 221.55 223.35 215.00 222.10
VGUARD 222.15 223.65 218.00 219.35
CENTRALBK 36.05 36.50 35.40 36.00
UFLEX 233.90 237.35 228.50 236.30
OIL 182.85 184.10 181.95 183.50
MRF 60512.20 61500.00 60107.80 60234.70
PAGEIND 25755.00 25755.00 25100.00 25225.40
INOXWIND 67.50 71.00 67.50 68.65
NESTLEIND 10940.00 10940.00 10700.05 10766.80
GLENMARK 655.90 656.90 646.10 649.85
KANSAINER 444.10 456.00 441.45 452.65
QUESS 749.65 749.70 730.95 740.30
AMARAJABAT 723.10 729.45 719.15 721.05
UCOBANK 20.30 20.30 18.90 19.15
LINDEINDIA 486.25 498.20 481.15 484.30

HUDCO 46.45 46.45 45.25 45.80
VBL 899.00 917.00 899.00 907.75
ADANITRANS 221.50 224.40 219.65 221.85
RNAM 203.00 206.00 198.50 199.10
COROMANDEL 502.80 507.45 489.00 491.25
GUJGAS 146.85 149.75 145.00 147.45
REPCOHOME 460.40 472.65 459.40 465.00
APLAPOLLO 1509.20 1513.40 1469.95 1478.70
GUJALKALI 501.00 506.05 494.90 498.80
PRSMJOHNSN 96.35 99.30 95.25 95.75
INOXLEISUR 326.90 328.00 323.05 324.55
GSPL 184.75 185.20 178.00 179.40
KEI 423.45 424.00 415.20 420.20
ESSELPRO 119.40 124.40 117.80 122.35
SUVEN 262.60 264.80 261.00 262.05
ENDURANCE 1169.00 1176.00 1154.00 1171.80
THERMAX 977.35 977.35 935.05 941.15
AARTIIND 1559.60 1593.20 1559.60 1589.50
COFFEEDAY 282.10 284.40 277.50 279.70
INDOSTAR 419.45 421.00 400.00 405.00
DCMSHRIRAM 417.00 417.00 408.25 409.15
SOBHA 510.10 516.00 500.05 504.05
TV18BRDCST 36.00 36.60 35.55 35.90
ECLERX 1152.80 1152.85 1137.20 1139.15
WELSPUNIND 61.15 61.30 59.80 60.15
ABB 1320.00 1342.25 1314.00 1322.60
MANPASAND 120.55 120.55 117.10 118.20
PGHH 10786.05 10925.95 10466.00 10748.55
GODREJIND 538.30 543.00 535.00 537.10
PFIZER 3317.80 3319.90 3277.40 3303.25
TRENT 359.20 365.70 355.50 363.85
FINCABLES 483.00 483.00 466.00 469.50
KSCL 467.20 470.00 464.05 467.30
SCI 38.50 38.50 37.80 38.00
OFSS 3407.60 3445.00 3385.75 3408.40
VINATIORGA 1695.80 1699.50 1677.05 1687.35
SYMPHONY 1370.95 1381.25 1350.00 1359.40
SONATSOFTW 340.05 349.00 336.50 347.80
GUJFLUORO 1100.60 1104.95 1088.00 1098.45
WABAG 322.60 325.40 320.20 323.00
JAMNAAUTO 62.05 62.65 61.15 61.45
BLUESTARCO 695.00 718.00 695.00 706.05
ASTRAL 1200.00 1205.10 1180.00 1190.40
SWANENERGY 110.00 110.75 108.75 109.80
ADVENZYMES 184.90 188.90 181.10 183.00
FCONSUMER 44.95 45.40 44.40 44.75
BAJAJCON 316.50 318.00 313.05 314.65
GET&D 277.55 292.90 277.55 289.65
FORBESCO 2465.90 2493.00 2320.00 2332.35
CARBORUNIV 408.35 408.40 401.00 405.10
TIMKEN 582.15 614.00 579.00 607.70
NAUKRI 1869.90 1869.90 1802.00 1811.15
SYNGENE 591.90 591.90 582.00 584.70
JAGRAN 122.45 122.45 119.05 120.10
CUB 206.00 206.35 200.25 202.40
REDINGTON 101.35 103.90 99.00 99.60
TRITURBINE 110.00 112.60 109.50 111.45
IOB 15.80 15.80 14.80 15.09
HAL 720.25 721.00 709.45 716.55
GDL 141.05 143.00 135.35 136.10
HSCL 116.60 117.80 116.05 117.20
TTKPRESTIG 8479.30 8646.30 8479.30 8567.60
SREINFRA 29.30 29.55 29.05 29.20
TIMETECHNO 105.85 106.60 102.55 103.35
SUNDRMFAST 574.85 577.85 567.90 574.95
AEGISLOG 205.80 206.90 203.00 204.60
LUXIND 1393.00 1425.00 1387.30 1416.25
KALPATPOWR 479.50 479.50 468.20 469.85
NIACL 189.35 191.65 186.30 188.10
SCHNEIDER 112.60 115.25 111.05 111.45
CORPBANK 30.05 30.20 29.20 29.35
COCHINSHIP 392.05 395.00 387.15 389.70
CRISIL 1450.05 1455.50 1440.00 1441.20
SHILPAMED 334.10 340.10 328.05 335.25
GREENPLY 159.05 164.65 158.70 163.95
GICHSGFIN 278.55 278.55 271.20 272.75
MAHINDCIE 235.00 235.30 231.80 232.80
MOTILALOFS 615.25 618.00 607.10 610.05
NLCINDIA 69.00 69.50 68.60 68.95
NATCOPHARM* 560.20 572.00 560.20 568.90
SKFINDIA 2029.95 2069.00 1998.00 2060.35
WHIRLPOOL 1509.00 1523.00 1497.40 1499.50
DEEPAKNI 273.05 275.95 269.00 270.70
TATAINVEST 849.90 859.00 842.95 848.65
FINOLEXIND 504.00 506.50 490.20 496.30
TIINDIA 387.20 394.60 382.65 384.15
TATAMETALI 660.05 662.00 647.00 650.20
THOMASCOOK 248.20 251.00 246.50 249.60
MRPL 73.95 74.15 73.00 73.85

BOSCHLTD 18100.00 18145.30 17921.00 17985.25
JBCHEPHARM 370.10 370.10 355.00 360.90
SANOFI 5830.05 5940.30 5735.00 5914.20
SFL 1306.00 1322.30 1285.20 1315.30
RALLIS 163.50 163.75 161.80 162.50
EIDPARRY 207.40 208.40 205.20 207.80
SUDARSCHEM 345.50 356.00 339.95 350.10
GESHIP 284.30 294.00 283.05 290.40
KRBL 343.30 348.00 340.00 344.55
BDL 284.95 286.00 282.00 285.00
LAXMIMACH 6275.00 6275.00 6124.65 6180.45
GSKCONS 7129.70 7130.90 7055.00 7058.15
CHAMBLFERT 165.10 166.20 162.60 162.90
SUPRAJIT 241.00 246.75 239.45 243.55
APLLTD 542.00 543.25 538.15 542.25
PNCINFRA 153.80 157.40 153.70 155.85
NETWORK18 36.95 36.95 35.40 36.15
NESCO 489.25 491.30 481.10 485.65
BAYERCROP 4377.60 4429.85 4373.75 4406.05
GRINDWELL 602.00 608.00 590.10 592.55
TNPL 215.60 219.05 213.00 213.55
MAHSCOOTER 3452.55 3665.00 3452.50 3633.45
JKLAKSHMI 363.90 363.90 353.95 357.70
KPRMILL 563.05 582.40 563.05 574.65
ALLCARGO 115.05 115.60 111.55 112.90
LAURUSLABS 397.65 398.30 389.50 390.80
JKCEMENT 850.00 873.00 849.55 864.05
JYOTHYLAB 185.00 185.05 182.50 183.00
FLFL 465.00 468.80 458.00 461.70
TIFHL 494.30 502.00 485.00 496.85
BIRLACORPN 530.00 532.05 517.75 522.55
AIAENG 1782.80 1794.05 1752.05 1765.85
UNITEDBNK 11.65 11.72 11.42 11.50
FORTIS 139.75 139.75 136.25 136.90
SHREECEM 18700.00 18700.00 18450.00 18505.05
MAHLIFE 368.50 372.00 367.00 369.00
SJVN 24.00 24.20 23.95 24.10
SADBHAV 243.00 249.80 240.00 248.75
GLAXO 1303.30 1303.30 1291.80 1293.95
ALKEM 1747.00 1755.75 1735.00 1744.95
ZENSARTECH 232.55 234.50 228.25 231.50
MHRIL 237.95 244.40 237.60 241.30
GILLETTE 6596.70 6713.90 6528.10 6628.25
KNRCON 255.10 258.80 253.25 256.70
SUPREMEIND 1096.05 1105.00 1080.00 1091.25
CARERATING 995.00 995.00 987.45 988.70
VTL 1070.10 1087.15 1069.00 1079.55
TEJASNET 170.20 170.20 167.10 168.00
WABCOINDIA 6660.00 6667.00 6513.10 6541.05
VMART 2690.00 2710.00 2680.00 2703.55
CENTRUM 33.30 33.30 31.90 32.00
MAHLOG 516.00 523.00 514.95 519.70
NBVENTURES 107.00 107.45 106.10 106.75
STARCEMENT 101.00 101.25 99.70 100.90
SOMANYCERA 408.00 420.00 408.00 416.20
ZYDUSWELL 1322.00 1322.95 1303.10 1312.05
DBCORP 187.70 187.70 184.95 186.00
JCHAC 2050.00 2075.00 1970.00 2003.00
AKZOINDIA 1772.35 1772.35 1751.05 1756.40
TEAMLEASE 3030.00 3069.00 3002.90 3035.50
CERA 2989.20 3001.60 2900.05 2923.95
GALAXYSURF 1065.00 1084.95 1040.00 1045.50
ITDCEM 131.80 132.00 130.20 131.05
NAVNETEDUL 113.80 113.80 111.50 112.60
ATUL 3540.00 3599.90 3532.10 3586.65
NILKAMAL 1432.40 1438.00 1416.45 1424.75
NH 213.80 219.75 211.15 218.35
MAGMA 119.20 119.50 116.85 117.60
THYROCARE 533.05 543.80 529.95 533.25
SOLARINDS 1054.50 1055.90 1019.00 1038.55
DHANUKA 397.00 400.00 393.00 394.25
HATSUN 718.00 723.30 707.00 716.40
ITDC 281.15 288.80 281.00 282.85
BLUEDART 3589.10 3599.00 3483.00 3490.55
CCL 280.00 293.75 280.00 292.50
SHARDACROP 371.60 371.80 366.90 371.15
GMDCLTD 82.85 82.85 81.70 81.80
ASTERDM 154.25 156.80 153.60 154.50
TVSSRICHAK 2200.10 2228.95 2172.90 2210.00
ASTRAZEN 2023.15 2039.55 1983.10 1994.60
TVTODAY 318.05 318.25 315.05 316.00
IFBIND 957.20 957.75 945.00 947.45
SUPPETRO 224.15 227.30 221.50 222.75
BASF 1435.00 1445.25 1428.45 1434.15
GULFOILLUB 849.50 861.00 844.00 859.55
ORIENTCEM 84.00 84.00 81.25 81.60
MINDACORP 140.30 140.55 136.00 137.45
ELGIEQUIP 251.00 256.05 250.05 250.45
3MINDIA 24200.00 24645.75 24146.00 24212.65
CAPPL 404.10 404.70 400.00 400.80
FDC 167.20 170.40 166.40 169.35
HERITGFOOD 546.00 548.20 545.10 547.15
LAOPALA 216.00 216.00 208.45 210.40
APARINDS 680.20 700.00 676.95 684.95
BALMLAWRIE 185.55 188.00 185.55 187.70
HONAUT 22397.25 22500.00 22250.00 22404.20
ERIS 635.00 638.05 630.05 635.10
GAYAPROJ 162.30 166.05 161.10 164.00
GEPIL 814.95 830.00 814.20 821.20
ASAHIINDIA 256.00 258.80 255.05 257.20
MONSANTO 2596.75 2598.55 2584.55 2590.15
PHOENIXLTD 657.35 676.75 651.90 665.75
KIOCL 144.25 144.40 142.80 143.20
ABBOTINDIA 7274.55 7332.95 7274.55 7309.45
SCHAEFFLER 5699.95 5699.95 5491.00 5494.50
RATNAMANI 909.95 909.95 883.05 884.35
SIS 854.10 854.10 847.60 848.00
SHRIRAMCIT 1807.35 1807.35 1793.00 1796.00
SUNCLAYLTD 2955.05 2955.05 2901.00 2901.00

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11711.55 11729.35 11655.85 11713.20 44.05
TATAMOTORS 188.05 204.40 185.30 203.50 16.15
BHARTIARTL 343.00 359.00 343.00 356.00 15.20
EICHERMOT 20310.00 21191.05 20301.00 20610.00 561.60
SBIN 323.65 331.00 322.10 330.90 8.15
BAJFINANCE 3024.80 3077.00 2998.35 3073.00 71.55
TCS 2037.10 2086.00 2037.00 2079.00 47.35
POWERGRID 196.00 200.80 196.00 199.95 4.40
YESBANK 278.20 282.05 274.80 282.00 6.10
GAIL 356.80 364.85 354.00 362.50 7.80
HDFC 1966.10 2001.00 1955.00 1998.95 39.30
INDUSINDBK 1754.65 1780.00 1730.80 1778.00 34.95
ASIANPAINT 1493.00 1523.45 1484.55 1522.75 30.00
BAJAJFINSV 7197.40 7311.00 7159.90 7298.00 139.20
M&M 665.00 670.90 661.45 670.50 9.60
TECHM 790.95 794.00 785.05 791.50 6.00
HEROMOTOCO 2550.40 2599.00 2545.00 2577.95 19.45
MARUTI 6859.45 6900.70 6785.50 6890.00 49.30
ONGC 159.20 159.70 156.40 158.30 1.05
AXISBANK 769.15 774.95 761.00 769.60 4.00
HINDALCO 216.25 218.30 213.20 217.00 1.10
ITC 297.40 300.00 294.65 298.10 0.85
KOTAKBANK 1344.00 1344.85 1328.00 1343.00 3.60
ICICIBANK 400.00 400.00 393.45 398.55 0.30
INFY 759.00 765.80 754.60 755.00 -0.10
INFRATEL 314.45 318.10 312.15 314.05 -0.20
NTPC 136.05 136.70 134.00 135.00 -0.10
IOC 158.00 159.90 157.05 158.55 -0.15
DRREDDY 2804.00 2820.00 2780.00 2792.00 -2.80
COALINDIA 238.95 239.50 235.55 236.00 -0.40
LT 1415.10 1426.95 1403.50 1409.25 -2.95
WIPRO 263.40 263.90 259.20 261.05 -0.60
RELIANCE 1398.00 1403.10 1380.10 1388.20 -3.65
VEDL 190.60 190.80 186.35 188.10 -0.80
TATASTEEL 538.00 538.00 526.05 532.75 -2.40
HINDUNILVR 1693.15 1697.00 1680.10 1682.00 -8.00
HDFCBANK 2320.00 2320.00 2285.45 2299.00 -12.80
TITAN 1125.00 1131.15 1108.40 1114.00 -6.35
ADANIPORTS 383.00 386.00 377.50 380.80 -2.25
IBULHSGFIN 851.40 857.75 831.80 842.10 -5.10
CIPLA 529.95 529.95 521.15 522.25 -3.40
HCLTECH 1110.00 1120.00 1092.50 1102.05 -8.70
UPL 940.00 940.00 915.50 926.85 -7.45
ULTRACEMCO 4062.00 4083.50 3985.60 4020.00 -33.50
GRASIM 857.35 859.60 837.50 847.95 -9.40
JSWSTEEL 295.75 295.75 285.50 287.35 -4.95
SUNPHARMA 482.00 483.90 467.10 470.45 -8.40
BRITANNIA 3056.00 3059.60 2980.40 2995.85 -54.00
BAJAJ-AUTO 2918.00 2938.35 2842.00 2848.00 -67.65
BPCL 387.90 391.35 378.05 382.40 -9.50
ZEEL 419.80 435.00 402.95 419.55 -12.15
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28398.85 28409.25 28078.60 28137.00 -197.00
GICRE 247.75 256.90 246.25 255.50 9.25
SAIL 55.40 56.65 54.45 56.55 1.50
ICICIPRULI 363.90 371.50 363.55 371.10 8.55
BAJAJHLDNG 3375.00 3450.00 3353.95 3419.95 67.80
NHPC 25.20 25.60 25.10 25.55 0.50
DLF 195.60 200.80 194.20 199.10 3.55
LUPIN 767.00 783.65 759.05 776.50 10.30
HDFCAMC 1559.00 1579.60 1559.00 1574.00 18.00
BANKBARODA 133.70 135.40 130.80 133.75 1.05
NIACL 190.00 191.95 186.00 190.40 1.50
PETRONET 248.00 250.65 244.50 249.20 1.70
OFSS 3402.25 3447.00 3385.00 3413.00 22.80
BANDHANBNK 532.80 536.00 520.30 533.00 2.90
MOTHERSUMI 154.00 155.60 152.75 154.50 0.85
PIDILITIND 1259.95 1265.00 1242.00 1258.15 5.50
CONCOR 531.10 543.40 529.60 533.45 2.35
ABB 1318.00 1346.20 1308.00 1322.00 4.20
SBILIFE 600.00 603.90 591.05 600.05 1.85
DABUR 402.10 408.00 399.60 401.70 0.75
MRF 60250.00 61684.00 60200.00 60200.00 36.15
HINDZINC 283.10 284.90 279.65 284.00 0.10
SIEMENS 1139.00 1139.00 1118.15 1130.50 -0.80
DMART 1498.30 1505.30 1482.50 1490.00 -2.95
CADILAHC 346.30 348.70 342.30 343.15 -1.10
PGHH 10800.05 10919.95 10605.25 10750.00 -41.20
NMDC 105.50 108.45 104.30 104.95 -0.40
UBL 1414.90 1422.80 1393.05 1406.10 -6.80
BIOCON 621.00 625.50 612.65 615.65 -3.85
MARICO 349.90 349.90 344.45 345.75 -2.25
BHEL 76.25 77.15 73.70 75.45 -0.50
AUROPHARMA 795.00 801.90 781.25 787.00 -5.35
ASHOKLEY 90.80 91.25 88.60 89.70 -0.65
L&TFH 151.70 153.00 149.40 151.00 -1.15
BOSCHLTD 18060.50 18178.45 17901.20 17940.00 -165.85
COLPAL 1255.00 1265.05 1240.00 1246.00 -12.20
HDFCLIFE 384.45 384.50 379.10 380.00 -3.85
PAGEIND 25698.50 25842.00 25039.60 25200.00 -331.80
HAVELLS 776.70 779.55 761.20 764.00 -11.65
ACC 1648.90 1669.00 1609.00 1621.80 -25.10
MCDOWELL-N 549.00 555.50 538.45 540.60 -8.80
ICICIGI 1016.00 1039.60 998.00 999.00 -16.30
SHREECEM 18796.00 18796.00 18457.50 18484.00 -312.75
AMBUJACEM 235.00 236.50 228.80 230.60 -3.95
DIVISLAB 1725.50 1734.40 1693.70 1694.00 -29.30
PEL 2709.00 2709.00 2619.00 2637.00 -56.55
INDIGO 1419.00 1419.00 1377.10 1382.50 -34.30
SRTRANSFIN 1238.00 1252.20 1180.45 1200.10 -35.95
HINDPETRO 280.50 284.90 272.70 275.40 -8.40
GODREJCP 681.45 681.45 651.20 656.75 -20.25
IDEA 17.90 17.90 16.60 16.65 -1.10
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British Prime Minister
Theresa May said on

Tuesday she will seek another
"short" extension of Brexit in
order to pass the deal she
agreed with the European
Union. May came out of seven
hours of crunch talks with her
ministers and also offered to
meet opposition Labour Party
leader Jeremy Corbyn for nego-
tiation on a joint approach
that could break the current
impasse in parliament.

"Leaving with a deal is the
best solution," May said from her
Downing Street office in nation-
ally-televised remarks.  "We will
need a further extension to
Article 50, one that is as short as
possible, and which ends when
we pass a deal," she said.

Article 50 is the with-
drawal notice May sent to
Brussels in March 2017.

EU leaders have agreed to
extend the original March 29
Brexit deadline until April 12
to avoid a chaotic "no-deal"

ending to the 46-year EU-UK
partnership.

May stressed that the 27
EU leaders would need to
know why Brexit should be
pushed back again before
approving her request, which
needs unanimous support.

"We need to be clear what
such an extension is for to
ensure we leave in a timely and
orderly way," she said.

"This debate, this division,
cannot drag on much longer."
May said she wanted to meet
Corbyn "to try to agree a plan
— that we would both stick to
— to ensure that we leave the
European Union and that we
do so with a deal".

There was no immediate
response to her comments
from the Labour leader. 

The House of Commons
has rejected May's divorce deal
with Brussels three times and
is currently trying to come up
with an alternative way for-
ward. Its two initial attempts to
reach a consensus on a Plan B
have failed.
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The Islamabad High Court
on Tuesday formed an

independent five-member
commission to probe the
alleged abduction, forced con-
version and marriage of two
teenage Hindu girls in Sindh
province that led to massive
protests by the minority com-
munity in the country.

A high court bench led by
Chief Justice of IHC Athar
Minallah heard the petition
filed by the two sisters —
Reena, Raveena — and their
alleged spouses, Safdar Ali and
Barkat Ali, to seek protection.

In their plea, the girls
claimed that they belong to a
Hindu family of Ghotki, Sindh
but converted willfully as they
were impressed by Islamic
teaching. The counsel for the
girls’ parents, however, assert-
ed that the case pertained to
forced conversion.

Their father on Monday
also filed a petition in the IHC
for a medical board to deter-
mine the exact ages of the two
sisters as well as to test the girls
for Stockholm Syndrome, a
state of mind when a victim
develops trust or affection for
kidnappers.

Justice Minallah said the
matter requires transparent
inquiry and it is the govern-
ment’s job to conduct probes
not the judiciary’s. The chief
justice said the court had to
ensure that there was no forced
conversion. The bench formed
a five-member commission to
probe the matter. 

The commission includes
Human Rights Minister
Shireen Mazari, Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan
Chairperson Mehdi Hasan,
National Commission on the
Status of Women Chairperson
Khawar Mumtaz, veteran
human rights activist IA
Rehman and renowned Islamic
scholar Mufti Taqi Usmani.

The federal government
has been tasked to organise
meeting of the commission.
The incident came to light
when a video surfaced online
showing the teenagers’ father
and brother claiming the girls
were abducted and forcefully
converted. It was followed by
another video snippet in which
the two girls claimed that they
had converted to Islam.

Amid the uproar, Prime
Minister Imran Khan directed
Sindh and Punjab to investigate
the matter and recover the
girls if the forceful conversion
allegation was correct.

Chief Justice Minallah also
ordered that a medical board be
constituted to determine the
age of the girls. The court
ordered the medical board to
submit its report at the next
hearing on April 11.

Earlier, a medical report by
Pakistan Institute of Medical
Sciences stated that the girls
were not minors at the time of
their marriages. The report
was dismissed by the family of
the girls as well as opposition
lawmaker from Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz,
Darshan Punshi, who belongs
to the Hindu community.

London: Fugitive diamond
merchant Nirav Modi, under-
going extradition proceedings
in the UK, intends to appeal for
bail in the UK High Court after
a second bail application was
rejected by a lower court in
London last week in the $1-bil-
lion PNB fraud and money
laundering case. 

Crown Prosecution Service,
which represents Indian author-
ities through extradition process
in UK courts, said Nirav intends
to appeal against Judge Emma
Arbuthnot’s decision to turn
down his bail plea at the end of
a hearing at Westminster
Magistrates’ Court last Friday on
the grounds that there was a
“substantial risk he would fail to
surrender”.

“Nirav intends to appeal his
bail decision, but he has not yet
submitted the appeal,” a CPS
spokesperson said. He, who has
been behind bars at HMP
Wandsworth in south-west

London ever since his first bail
application was rejected on
March 20, can apply for a HC
bail appeal at any time until his
next remand hearing on April 26.

However, his legal team
must give the CPS 48 hours’
notice and the bail hearing
must be listed within 48 hours
of the appeal being lodged in
the higher court.

“We are not making any
comment at this time,” Modi’s
solicitor Anand Doobay said, in
reference to plans for a bail
appeal application. It remains to
be seen how Modi’s legal team
is able to further bolster the bail
application after Chief
Magistrate Arbuthnot ruled
that 1 million pounds offered as
security for bail as well as the
offer to meet stringent electronic
tag restrictions on their client’s
movements, “akin to house
arrest”, were not sufficient to
convince her that he did not
pose a flight risk. PTI
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As he threatens to shut down
the southern border,

President Donald Trump is
considering bringing on a “bor-
der” or “immigration czar” to
coordinate immigration policy
across various federal agencies,
according to four people famil-
iar with the discussions.

Trump is weighing at least
two potential candidates for the
post: former Kansas Secretary
of State Kris Kobach and for-
mer Virginia Attorney General
Ken Cuccinelli, according to
the people, who spoke to The
Associated Press on condition
of anonymity because they

were not authorised to discuss
the conversations publicly.

Kobach and Cuccinelli are
far-right conservatives with
strong views on immigration.
Cuccinelli was seen at the White
House on Monday. The plan-
ning comes as Trump is threat-
ening anew to close the US-
Mexico border as soon as this
week if Mexico does not com-
pletely halt illegal immigration
into the US. And it serves as the
latest sign that the president
plans to continue to hammer his
hardline immigration rhetoric
and policies as he moves past
the special counsel’s Russia
investigation and works to rally
his base heading into his 2020

re-election campaign.
Aides hope the potential

appointment, which they cau-
tion is still in the planning
stages, would serve as the “face”
of the administration on immi-
gration issues and would pla-
cate both the president and his
supporters, showing he is seri-
ous and taking action.

White House press aides,
Kobach and Cuccinelli did not
immediately respond to
requests for comment. Kobach
previously served as vice chair
of the president’s short-lived
election fraud commission,
which was disbanded after
finding little evidence of wide-
spread abuse.
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The air hanging over
Thailand’s far north has

become so polluted, the prime
minister went on Tuesday to
see in person what is being
called a severe health crisis.

Prime Minister Prayuth
Chan-ocha arrived by heli-
copter at an army base in
Chiang Mai, a popular tourist
destination where seasonal
haze has been unusually bad
and prolonged this year. 

The thick gray smoky air
has largely hidden the forested
mountains that surround the
city, and many schools have
closed. Pollution levels have
soared into the hazardous zone
and remained there for many
weeks, putting the city at the
top of the list of the world’s
most polluted cities on many
days, although readings often
fluctuate by time of day.

Much of the current pol-
lution has been caused by the
burning of forest undergrowth

by villagers to make it easier to
gather mushrooms and other
products for sale. 

The burning often occurs
at night, lighting the sky but
making it hard to catch the per-
petrators.

The city is especially vul-
nerable because the moun-
tains that surround it trap the
pollution.

The problem has been
worse this year because of a
drier-than-usual dry season. In
several weeks, farmers are

expected to start burning corn
fields to clear them for planti-
ng, prolonging the pollution.

Prayuth handed out fire
fighting supplies such as hoes
and told local military person-
nel and fire fighters that he
travelled to Chiang Mai to
show his support.

He met with representa-
tives from eight northern
provinces at an ad-hoc region-
al pollution monitoring centre
and said the fires must be con-
trolled within seven days.

Berlin: Reducing global air
pollution may prevent over
three million premature deaths
annually worldwide, particu-
larly in India, Africa and China,
according to a study.

The most significant con-
tribution would be the rapid
phasing out of fossil fuels,
which is currently being dis-
cussed mainly to abate climate
change, said researchers led by

the Max Planck Institute for
Chemistry in Germany.

Study, published in journal
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, used a
global atmospheric chemistry
and climate model, linked to the
latest estimates of health effects
in order to study the combined
impact of decarbonisation on
public health, precipitation and
climate. PTI 
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The US has suspend the
participation of  its ally

Turkey in the F-35 stealth
fighter jet programme after
Ankara decided to buy Russian
S-400 air defence system.

The US has expressed its
concern as Turkey is an ally of
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation, the alliance
formed to counter the Soviet
Union. Turkey’s Foreign
Minster Mevlut Cavusoglu met
his Russian counterpart Sergei
Lavrov last week, giving a go
ahead to the S-400 purchase.

“The United States has been
clear that Turkey’s acquisition of
the S-400 is unacceptable,” said
Acting Chief Pentagon
Spokesperson Charles Summers
Jr.  “Should Turkey procure the
S-400, their continued partici-
pation in the F-35 program is at
risk,” Summers said. 

Summers said secondary
sources of supply for Turkish-
produced parts are now in
development.

Washington: NASA has
slammed India’s anti-satellite
missile (A-SAT) test last week
saying it has increased risk to
the International Space Station
(ISS) and may launch a race of
sort among countries to repeat
the feat.

NASA administrator Jim
Bridenstine on Monday said the
A-SAT missile’s successful tar-
getting of a live satellite on a low
earth orbit (LEO) within three
minutes, that created at least 400
pieces of orbital debris, has
increased risk to the ISS. 

“That is a terrible, terrible
thing to create an event that
sends debris at an apogee that
goes above the ISS,” CNN quot-
ed Bridenstine as saying at a
live-streamed NASA town hall
on Monday. 

Of the 60 pieces of debris
that could be tracked, 24 went
above the apogee of 
the ISS —the point of the
space station’s orbit farthest
from the Earth, the CNN
reported on Tuesday. “That
kind of activity is not compat-
ible with the future of human
spaceflight,” he said. IANS

Sydney: A 99-year-old
Australian war widow known
as Prince Harry’s “biggest fan”
has died after a bout of pneu-
monia, her family said on
Tuesday.In a statement posted
on Instagram, Daphne Dunne’s
family said she had passed
away peacefully at a hospital in
Sydney on Monday, just days
after turning 99.

Over the years, Dunne had
been photographed multiple
times greeting the Duke of
Sussex on rope lines, including

last October on the steps of the
Sydney Opera House.

“The simple act of stopping
Daphne in the street and hold-
ing her hand meant more...
Than anyone could ever imag-
ine,” they said. “We, her fami-
ly, would like to thank every-
one for the love and support
they showed Daphne.” She had
received a message from Prince
Harry and his wife Meghan for
her birthday just last week,
which she said had “really
made my day”. PTI
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EU chief negotiator Michel
Barnier warned on Tuesday

that Britain’s disorderly exit
from the European Union is
becoming more likely by the
day unless the UK drastically
changes its spiraling course
toward a no-deal Brexit.

“As things stand now, the
no-deal option looks likely, I
have to tell you the truth,”
Barnier told European legisla-
tors. Despite the downbeat
assessment, Barnier said “we
can still hope to avoid it”
through intensive work in
London ahead of an April 10
EU summit. A no-deal Brexit
could come as soon two days
after that.

“We still have a little bit of
patience,” Barnier said, but
urged British legislators and the
government to take a more
realistic approach as soon as
possible. Exiting without a deal
in place would jeopardise trade
and travel overnight, with new

checks on borders and new reg-
ulations on dealings between
Britain and the 27 remaining
EU nations.

He warned that though
the EU is prepared for a chaot-
ic exit, challenges remain.
“Being prepared for no deal
does not mean that there will
be no disruption,” he said.

“Not everything will be
smooth, there will be problems.
Being prepared means that all
unforeseen problems should be
manageable on the EU side,”
Barnier said.

The EU had negotiated a
long transition period with
British Prime Minister Theresa
May, but it was linked to the
overall agreement that the UK
parliament has rejected up to
now. “There is no transition if
there is no deal,” Barnier warned.

Barnier insisted the EU
would not renegotiate the 585-
page withdrawal agreement
but said he was willing to open
up the political declaration
that came with the legal text.

“If the UK so wishes, we
are ready to rework the politi-
cal declaration as long as the
fundamental principles of the
EU are respected,” he said.

In Britain, political chaos
continued to reign.

With just 11 days until the
UK must come up with a new
plan or crash out of the bloc in
chaos, the House of Commons
on Monday threw out four
options designed to replace
May’s thrice-rejected Brexit
deal — though in some cases it
was close.

That vote result left May’s

Conservative government facing
difficult and risky choices. It can
gamble on a fourth attempt to
push the deal through
Parliament, let Britain tumble
out of the bloc without a deal, or
roll the dice by seeking a snap
election to shake up Parliament.

May has summoned her
Cabinet for a marathon session
as the government tries to find
a way out of the crisis. The
Cabinet is scheduled to meet
for five hours Tuesday amid
calls for compromise to prevent
a potentially devastating no-
deal exit.
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Paris: French President
Emmanuel Macron on Tuesday
warned the European Union
could not “be held hostage” to
the Brexit crisis and said that a
lengthy extension of the dead-
line for Britain to leave the bloc
was “not a certainty”.

Speaking during a visit to
Paris by Irish Prime Minister
Leo Varadkar, the French
leader said, “The EU cannot be
held hostage to the resolution
of a political crisis in the United
Kingdom on a long-term basis.”

AFP
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Increasing use of digital technology
and changing dynamics of disease
incidence have initiated path-break-

ing changes in the field of healthcare.
From use of robotic computing in surg-
eries to prevalence of data analytics in
healthcare to digital diagnostic tools,
widespread usage of ICT has con-
tributed to improving outcomes and
reducing time and cost of healthcare
delivery. 

On the other hand, increasing
incidence of lifestyle diseases has put
spotlight on the need for prevention
mechanisms to improve health and
wellness. Rising life expectancy is also
resulting in an increasingly aging pop-
ulation. These changing dynamics in
the healthcare space are spawning
new opportunities of work. There has
been a surge in demand for IT exec-
utives in healthcare in recent years as
more and more hospitals adopt dig-
ital technologies to improve services
and patient experience. 

A large number of Science grad-
uates are today making careers for
themselves in allied healthcare by tak-
ing up courses in radiology, nutrition,
physiotherapy and others.

Here are some emerging career
options in the field of healthcare.

����������
With digital technology becom-

ing the backbone of most fields, no
industry can do without the support
of IT professionals. Digitising the sys-
tem of appointments, online delivery
of diagnostic services and creation of
digitally enabled services such as
ICUs are emerging as top priorities for
hospitals today as they work to
improve health outcomes and patient
experience. Digital systems to mon-
itor and report vital health statistics
of people with diabetes and other

chronic conditions and creation of
apps and wearable devices for the
same are another area where health-
care organisations are investing big
time. As hospitals and other health-
care organisations incorporate digi-
tal technology into their systems,
there will continue to be a surge in
demand for IT experts.  With greater
integration of technology in every
domain of healthcare, new specialised
career options such as 3D printing
specialists are also likely to emerge in
the near future.
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Physical therapists are healthcare

professionals who work with patients
suffering from pain or restricted
movement on account of injury,
stroke, paralysis or surgery.  These
experts are critical to the rehabilita-
tion process of patients with injuries,
fractures or bone and joint related
surgeries. Physical therapists work in
different settings, including hospitals,
clinics, in occupational environments
as well as homes. They also work
closely with athletes to help prevent
injuries or restore proper movement
in case of an injury.

Today, with increasing emphasis
on holistic care the role of physical
therapists is closely intertwined with
that of physicians. With increasing life
expectancy, cases of stroke induced
paralysis have been on the rise. At the
same time, increasingly sedentary
lifestyles are making people vulner-
able to orthopaedic problems such as
backaches. All these factors are result-
ing in a surging demand for physio-
therapists in India. And this demand
will continue to peak in the near
future as more and more hospitals
and wellness centres come up around
the country.
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Cardiovascular diseases have today
become the leading cause of
mortality in India, with the age-
standardised CVD death rate of 272
per 100,000 population.
Understandably, the role of doctors,
cardiologists as well as technological
experts who help diagnose and treat
these diseases is emerging as a
prominent one. Cardiovascular
technicians are allied health
professionals who work closely with
cardiologists to help diagnose and
treat heart diseases. They help to
conduct ECGs, prepare patients for
angioplasties and cardiac
catheterisations while closely
monitoring their vital statistics such
as heart rate and blood pressure
during the procedures. In a nutshell,
they work as technical assistants to
cardiologists and cardiac surgeons
and play a very crucial role in the
healthcare cog. With an increasing
usage of advanced diagnostic

technology in the field of cardiology,
the demand for cardiovascular
technologists is increasing by the day.
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The world of medical diagnostics

is today a parallel field in medicine that
plays a vital role in ensuring success-
ful treatment. The use of medical imag-
ing technology such as X Rays, ultra-
sounds, CT scans, MRI etc has
increased significantly in recent years
with greater emphasis on evidence
based medicine even as improvement
in digital imaging technology is allow-
ing diagnosis with greater precision.
Understandably, the field of radiology
and medical imaging is witnessing a
rapid surge with increasing demand for
proficient and well qualified techni-
cians. Radiographers and imaging
technicians are equipped with the
technological skills to handle imaging
equipment and the interpersonal skills
necessary for patient care.  They work
in hospitals as well as private diagnostic
facilities which have mushroomed
across the urban landscape.

	����������
Rising incidence of lifestyle dis-

eases such as diabetes, hypertension,
obesity and cardiovascular diseases has
in recent years put special focus on the
need to adopt healthy lifestyles and eat-
ing habits. Making healthy lifestyle
choices includes consuming a healthy
balance of nutrition rich foods and
increasing physical activity is critical to
preventing and managing chronic dis-
eases and lifestyle disorders. Doctors
are increasingly referring patients to
nutrition experts who can help make
the right food choices and prevent
chronic diseases while managing exist-
ing conditions. Nutritionists help
patients with diabetes, heart diseases

or obesity and help them achieve
their health goals by charting out the
right diets and nutrition aids for them.
They help plan and oversee nutrition
programs and educate people on how
to prevent and treat disease through
good nutrition and dietary alterations.
Nutritionists also help athletes and fit-
ness enthusiasts to achieve healthy and
toned bodies. With rising awareness
about fitness and the need to eat
healthy, the demand for services of
nutritionists is expected to increase.
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Data scientists or data analysts are

professionals whose demand has
surged in recent years; thanks to the
rise of digital footfall based industries
such as e-commerce. Data analysts are
essentially tasked with the objective of
pulling out meaningful information
from a sea of random data. In the field
of healthcare, data scientists are increas-
ingly becoming relevant. With an
increasing number of hospitals work-
ing to maintain at least some form of
electronic health records and wearable
devices that collect health data from
thousands of users becoming common,
we will soon find ourselves sitting on
piles of random meaningless figures.
Using programming and coding skills
to analyse this data and derive valuable
insights from it can be very useful for
improving health outcomes. Insights
collected from healthcare data analyt-
ics can help increase accuracy and effi-
ciency of diagnostics as well as help
improve epidemiological understand-
ing of diseases.  

In the near future, health data sci-
entists and deep learning experts will
play a significant role in leveraging data
and making sense of it for larger pub-
lic good
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The Xebia Academy Global, the education
business unit of Xebia that provides certifica-

tion and training courses on emerging technolo-
gies, has recently signed the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Quantum University,
Roorkee to offer BTech in Computer Science &
Engineering with specialisation in Artificial
Intelligence and Machine Learning. 

Xebia will support Quantum University in
designing the academic curriculum, faculty train-
ing, and will help in internship and placement facil-
itation to those who successfully complete the
course and qualify the criterion.  The BTech pro-
gramme with specialisation in Artificial Intelligence
and Machine Learning will be high-impact course-
work entailing fundamental to advanced techniques

of computing, machine learning algorithms, and
deep learning. The programme will be offered this
academic session, that is, 2019-20.

Dr Vivek Kumar, Vice Chancellor, Quantum
University and Anand Sahay, CEO, Xebia signed
the agreement in the presence of Ajay Goel,
Chairman, Quantum University, Brijesh Kohli,
Director, Xebia Academy Global and other senior
functionaries.

The specialised BTech programme is aimed at
equipping the students with technical knowledge
and skills and driving innovation in the industry.
On this, Dr Vivek Kumar, VC, Quantum University
said: “AI is the future. That’s why it is important
for our generation to learn the applicable tools and
technologies. This program will play a fundamental
role in bridging the gap between industry and acad-
emia and guide our people in the right direction.”

India has been designated as the
Guest of Honour at Paris Livre

(Paris Book Fair) in 2020 (20-23
March). National Book Trust, India
(Ministry of HRD) is the nodal agency
coordinating the Guest Country
Presentation at the Book Fair. 

The designation was declared in
the joint statement signed between the
Prime Minister of India and the
President of France during the latter’s
visit to India in February 2018. The
joint statement also mentions that
France will be the guest country at the
New Delhi World Book Fair 2022.

As a follow-up to the next year’s
guest of honour presentation at Paris

book fair, the National Book Trust par-
ticipated in the recently concluded
Paris Book Fair 2019 (March 15-18),
held at Paris Expo, Porte de Versailles.
From the National Book Trust a two-
member delegation were present at the
book fair — Dr Rita Chowdhury,
Director and Kumar Vikram, editor
and project in-charge. 

The National Book Trust delegates
also called on the Ambassador of India
to France, Vinay Mohan Kwatra, at the
Embassy in Paris, to brief him about
the project at Livre Paris 2020. The
ambassador was presented a copy of
the NBT publication Gandhi: The
Writer authored by Bhabhani

Bhattacharya.
On the final day of the fair, in a for-

mal ceremony, Vincent Montagne,
President of  French Publishers
Association, the organisers of the
Livre Paris, announced the participa-
tion of India as guest country in the
next edition of Livre Paris. Dr Rita
Chowdhury thanked  Montagne and
expressed NBT’s commitment to
showcase a grand presentation of
India in 2020. Kumar Vikram and
Naman Upadhyay, Press and Culture
Attaché, Embassy of India to France
were also present on the occasion.
Upadhyay spoke on behalf of the
Embassy of India at the event.
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Manav Rachna

International Institute of
Research and Studies invites
applications for its BA/BSc —
Liberal Arts programme for the
session 2019-20. 

Duration: Three years
Eligibility: Pass in Class

XII or equivalent examination
with at least 50 per cent marks
in aggregate.

How to apply: Log on to
manavrachna.edu.in.

Last date to apply: April
17, 2019.


���������������"
Manav Rachna

International Institute of
Research and Studies invites
applications for its BSc Interior
Design programme for the
session 2019-20. 

Duration: Three years
Eligibility: Pass in Class

XII or equivalent examination
with at least 50 per cent marks
in aggregate in five subjects
including English as compul-
sory subject along with four
subjects with the highest score
out of the remaining subjects.

How to apply: Log on to

manavrachna.edu.in.
Last date to apply: April

17, 2019.
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The University of Sheffield

, UK is inviting applications for
the MSc Advanced Control &
Systems Engineering pro-
gramme. 

Duration: One year
Eligibility: First or upper

second class honours degree
(or international equivalent) in
Engineering, mathematics or
science. Overall IELTS grade of
6.5 with a minimum of 6.0 in
each component, or equiva-
lent.

Fee: The annual fees for
overseas students is £22, 600.

How to apply: Log on to
pgtacse@sheffield.ac.uk.

All young and dynamic minds are
heading for UPSC Civil services

examination 2019. Some will have
their first attempt and some will make
another try but there are certain
guidelines to be followed everytime
one plan to appear.
�Following the curriculum: One of
the biggest mistakes the aspirants
commit is not to follow the syllabus
given by the UPSC. Most of the stu-
dents start their preparation without
referring to the syllabus and within
no time find themselves in ‘no
progress zone’. Though the topics may
be vast, but not completely unlimit-
ed. CSE aspirants need to break this
myth as this may prove fatal in the
long run costing you with time,
money, energy and resource. In their
course of preparation, consider the
UPSC syllabus as your roadmap to
start with and continue referring it at
all points of preparation.
�Don’t miss to go through previ-
ous years  question papers: Aspirants
do not realise that the previous year
papers can help them prepare in
accordance with the latest trend fol-
lowed by the UPSC. While prepar-
ing, refer to previous years after each
step in order to co-relate with the top-
ics finished, as this is a good indica-
tor of whether you are moving in the
right direction or not.
�Choosing up relevant books:
Flooding the room completely with
UPSC preparation books does not

always land you in success. For
effective preparation, choose hand-
picked books that are genuinely rel-
evant.  The NCERT books up to Class
XII are a good source of knowledge
to initiate steadily.
�Master writing skills: The mains
exams is the criteria for the selection
process that includes writing essays.
One lacking in writing skills may not
be well efficient in clearing the selec-
tion process. The aspirants should be
well equipped with facts and wisdom,
fluent flow of knowledge in a very
precise and skillful manner. Being
one of the toughest task, if not rec-
tified on time, failure is guaranteed.
�Way of choosing optional paper:
Aspirants opt for the optional paper
based on the subject scores and
marking trends, length and extent of
the curriculum and subject that cov-
ers almost the GS paper. Optional
paper should be chosen smartly in
such a way that it should also suit the
aspirant’s interest and inclination

towards it.
�Not perceiving the bottomline of
the newspapers: If the newspapers
and the magazines are not under-
stood about ‘what and how to read’,
the results will yield low in the long
run. A newspaper has three segments
from preparation point of view —
events (that gives facts and figures),
issues (provides views and reviews
that helps in developing an individ-
uals understanding and opinion on
contemporary subjects.) and gossips.
So, a thorough reading and under-
standing of concept is important
�Circumventing regular reviewing:
To retain the information stored dur-
ing the preparation it is necessary to
revise consistently. There has to be a
very well maintained cohesion
between what you read and revise.
Video lectures, subject audios and
group discussions can prove to be a
blessing for an aspirant of UPSC CSE.
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The real sense of development has
taken place, with earlier business

practices fading out in favor of
emerging technologies and process-
es. This is slowly creating a new
dimension to conduct business in,
where organisations are increasing
their dependence on the new wave of
technologies such as artificial intelli-
gence and the Internet of Things, with
positive results. With the addition of
such technology, the data that busi-
nesses gather is more goal-oriented,
while operations are more stream-
lined.

With increasing use of automa-
tion and related technology, there
remains a possibility that some job
roles will go through the path of
either extinction or shape up in a dif-
ferent avatar requiring radically dif-
ferent skillsets.  Especially for pro-
fessionals in the Information
Technology — where automation

looks to become the  of business
function functioning, AI, machine
learning and other disruptive tech-
nologiesare creating a bracing
impact. So, should aspiring indi-
viduals and IT professionals bow
down and whittle away? No, they
can secure relevance through the fol-
lowing ways:
�Interpretation of data: It is com-
pletely fair to state that today data that
rules the world. Hyper-personalisa-
tion is taking customer experience to
a whole new dimension and all this
is possible because of data driven ana-
lytics. Digital  interactions and trans-
actions that users are doing every sec-
ond leaves its trail for big corporations
to harness and create experiences,
unique for all.  Yet, processing the
mountain of data into something use-
ful (and profitable) isn’t easy, hence
the requirement of individuals who
hold proficiency over data interpre-

tation will be extremely valuable.
�Create value: Stagnancy is what
kills progress, be it in jobs or personal
life. To expect that your job will
remain circumstances-proof, without
you putting in efforts to develop new
skills, is impossible.  It is natural that
with technology, the interaction
between the target audience and the
organisation will evolve. You need to
figure out new ways to display the
drive to create progressive impact. You
can be the person who acquires new
skills, or provides new methods to
implement automation, this guaran-
tees your space as an orchestration
genius who knows his/her way
around newer additions, in order to
contribute to the future goals of the
organisation.
�Develop the insight muscle: Here
is a simple yet critical fact that one
needs to reckon with — all this
automation is taking place at a steady

pace. This isn’t an overnight devel-
opment and one doesn’t face a loss of
relevance immediately, it is taking it’s
time to synthesise and synchronise
things. Therefore, a proactive pres-
ence of mind, with a critical eye
towards insight, is necessary to devel-
op value. The message is clear-
enmesh yourself into higher value
areas, to prove grit and merit.
�Embrace the opportunity to trans-
form: It is often seen that with
extended tenure over a particular
position, one loses his/her ability to
transform to changing times.  Yet, in
the field of IT, an aversion to change
brings nothing but dismay.  IT pro-
fessionals have long experienced the
disruptive forces of automation and
technology transformation and it is
noted that those who are willing to
embrace and incorporate, provide the
most value to the whole industry.
With the change in business practices,
it is important to keep the onus to
transform alive, in order to fuel in
change while maintain progress
throughout. 
�Fill the skill gap, through IT cer-
tifications: The requirement to learn
should never witness a stalemate —
it should empower your decisions and
create a conduit of valuable knowl-
edge within you-via certifications.
They are a fail-proof medium to get
new skill sets while adding the pos-
sibility of a new position to their
already robust role. 
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Department of
Training and

Technical Education
(DTTE) will conduct CET
Delhi 2019 for admission to
Delhi Polytechnic
Institutions. The applica-
tion procedure will end on
April 20, 2019. The application
form will be available on DTTE
official website.

DTTE conducts five differ-
ent tests under CET for differ-
ent courses. Eligibility condition
for each course is different. The
examination will be conducted
in June 2019. Delhi CET exam
pattern consists of 150 objective
type questions and will be con-

d u c t e d
online.

Result for Delhi Polytechnic
CET will be declared in the third
week of June.

DTTE CET is conducted
every year for admission to var-
ious diploma courses in poly-
technics (engineering & non-
engineering) offered by several
institutes/colleges across Delhi.
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The Strathclyde Business
School, Glasgow  is pleased to
offer scholarship for interna-
tional students applying to the
undergraduate BBA Honours
Business Administration course.
A number of £2,000 per year
awards are on offer and the
award will be deducted from the
tuition fees.

The course offers general
business study over 3 years and
the opportunity to specialise in
the following business disci-
plines: Business Analysis and
Technology; Business
Enterprise; Economics; Human
Resource Management;
Hospitality and Tourism
Management; and Marketing.

Value: £2,000 per year
Duration: Three years in

total
Eligibility: This award is

only available to international
fee paying students who have
applied to the BBA course for
entry in 2019 and hold a condi-
tional or unconditional offer to
study.

For further information
contact: sbs-adviser@strath.ac.uk

Application deadline: May
3, 2019

The Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences at the
University of Strathclyde  ,
Glasgow is offering Indian stu-
dents the opportunity of a
scholarship award up to £4,000
towards the cost of their tuition

fees
for

each
year of our undergrad-

uate and postgraduate law
courses. This is applicable to the
full-time programmes begin-
ning in September 2019.

Value: £3000 or £4,000
Eligibility: Applicants must:

Be a resident in India. Be avail-
able to commence their acade-
mic studies by the start of the
academic year in September
2019. Be applying for a full-time
undergraduate or postgraduate
programme

For more information con-
tact: hass-pg-
enquiries@strath.ac.uk or hass-
ug-selectors@strath.ac.uk

Application deadline:
August 30, 2019

The University of
Houston-Victoria in Victoria,
Texas invites students to apply
and compete for the interna-
tional student merit scholar-
ships.

Eligibility: Students who
have a demonstrated record of
academic achievement and
admitted to UHV are eligible to
apply. The student must be reg-
istered for a minimum of 12
credits at UHV for UG students,
9 credits for graduate students.

Freshmen students must
submit: SAT or ACT and TSI
Assessment, Home-school tran-
script. Student must meet at
least two out of three of the fol-
lowing requirements: Be ranked
in the top 50 per cent of their
graduating class, Have a mini-
mum 2.0 GPA (on a 4.0 scale),
Meet or exceed scores of 940
(SAT) or 18 (ACT).

Application deadline: June
15 and November 15, 2019.
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Of late, we have been seen the rise
in businesses being launched
from the blood, sweat and toil of

young energies, coming together to cre-
ate a change. Gone are the days when
well-defined career would be ideal
among the young. The fascination
towards the regular, dictated by the
elders wish and societal conformation,
is gone.  The hunger to create a positive
disruption, plus the onus to work on
their own accord has lead to new rise of
smart entrepreneurs, breaking older
rules, to inject fresh blood into the
stream. 

The fact the youths have the zeal to
learn, create newer things and grit to
bounce back, makes them perfect enti-
ties to follow the entrepreneurial drive,
especially for a nation like India, which
is booming in youth population. Reports
say more than 19,000 startups are cur-
rently operating in India, with cities like
Bangalore, Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai
contributing greatly to this. Yet, the
entrepreneurial dream is not simply
restricted to the bigger cities, as con-
tribution from the rural and semi-
urban regions are significantly chang-
ing the way the business winds blow.  

The main factor to this can be the
lack of positions available for these
youth — urging them to depend upon
their own faculties and start something
unique. Also, the success story of home-
grown bigwigs like Flipkart, Paytm, Ola
have lured the youth into dreaming big
for their own. Exposure towards digiti-
sation and an increased mobile pene-
tration have brought clarity into fuddled
young minds. Finally, what can be said
as a celebration towards this positive
growth — the onset of angel investors
and fund mediums have provided a
much impetus for youths to leave their
desk jobs and embark on their entre-
preneurial journey. With the number of
accelerators and incubators increasing
by 40 per cent every year, startups are
staring at a bright future.

�Things to keep in mind
All these positives will, no doubt,

urge you to actualise your journey at the
soonest. However, before jumping into
the vast world of entrepreneurship,
always remember to

�Simplify your concept: It is the sim-
ple things that keeps you in relevance.
Does this not only save your budget, but
also help you develop and perfect upon
the apt solution.
�Find out a growing problem and pro-
vide a unique solution to it: This will
help gain traction while creating value.
�Keep on perfecting your ideas: This
is especially important when you go
forth and pitch to an angel investor-
your idea should be convincing enough
to win their patronage.
�Always overestimate your costs: Not
on an exaggerated level, but significant
enough to cover up for extra addi-
tion/changes you might want to make.
�Be prepared for stiff competition
and acknowledge their strengths: The
goodwill, which you generate, will
empower your business to create rip-
ples.
�Build a great team and instill the zeal
to grow, in them: Success is a collec-
tive effort that comes through team
effort towards a common goal.
�Prime yourself for failure and learn
from it: Work upon your mistakes and
rectify them to come back with a bet-
ter plan.
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metamorphosis into indus-
trial revolution 4.0, we are

entering the phase of multiple dis-
ruptions because of the sheer
pace of change across every indus-
try around the world. This revo-
lution is poles apart from the pre-
vious three in terms of the speed,
scope and influence. Industrial
Revolution 4.0 (IR 4.0) is not just
a digital revolution which is affect-
ing every aspect of how we live
and how we conduct business. It
spreads across the psychological
boundaries of physical, biological
and digital spheres because of
multiple emerging technologies
like Artificial Intelligence (AI),
Internet of Things (IoT),
Nanotechnology, Biotechnology,
Virtual Reality (VR), 3D printing,
Cognitive Science, Quantum
Computing, Psycho Technology
and Robotics.

These emerging technologies
are changing the way industries
function. The disruptive changes
across the world are impacting the
skills needed in human resources.
There are new business models
emerging which demand a radi-
cal change in the way we impart

business education. The advent of
Industrial Revolution 4.0 is like-
ly to make talent more important
than capital in future and hence
trivialising the other factors of
production. 

We all have started to come to
terms with the fact that millen-
nials are a different breed. They
think differently, behave differ-
ently and have their own way of
charting a career.  While corpo-
rates have started transforming
themselves to be able to manage
millennials’ work-force by bring-
ing in necessary change in
processes and policies, they have
realised that they have to keep
millennials engaged and moti-
vated in a  way that their energy
is harnessed positively. The ques-
tion is — what are the B Schools
doing to change the way they
impart education to this newage
child?

We need to understand that
while the student maybe between
24-29 years of age, like they have
been over decades, the millenni-
als of today are different from a
decade back.

Technology and globalisation

are braided intimately. Businesses
are driven to accelerated speeds by
ideas and communication. Hence,
this momentum has given many
opportunities and newer markets,
which certainly require a newer
set of skills for workforce to
advance into IR 4.0. This brings
B-Schools to a crossroad where
they have to ponder on a few
questions: Are Indian B-Schools
ready to cope with the challenges
posed by the speed, complexity

and change brought by IR 4.0?
Are we conscious about the

pace and direction of this change?
Are we using digital technology as
a mode to just assist classroom
teaching? Are we committed to
look at the depth and breadth of
IR 4.0 and incorporate methods
to change the ways we impart edu-
cation and stimulate learning in
B-schools?

Skills that were taught tradi-
tionally in B-schools are becom-
ing redundant. With the advent of
technology, there is a desperate
need of transformation in addi-
tion to the traditional core-cur-
riculum. B-schools need to put
their focus on education in areas
like Big Data, AI, Design
Thinking and Innovation to be in
sync with the expectations and
requirements of industry.
According to the World Economic
Forum (WEF), the IR 4.0 will have
major impact on employment
landscape, business models and
business education. It is also pre-
dicted by WEF that IR 4.0 will
have four major influences —
changing customer expectations,
product enhancement, innovation

and organisational structure and
forms.

B Schools are not in existence
to churn out managers.  But their
purpose of existence is to churn
out thought leaders. Off late, we
have seen various taglines of
companies using keywords like-
ideate, innovate, lead, aspirations,
inspiration etc. All these point
towards the fact that the leader of
today is expected to think in a new
battlefield where there are no
boxes or walls, outside which
he/she is expected to think. It's a
radical shift from "think outside
the box" to "think as if there is no
box". This is driven by IR 4.0. How
are the B- Schools gearing up to
equip students to cope with this
change and overcome it? Further
Emotional Leadership is the need
of the hour to deal with the IR 4.0.
Are B schools adapting this
approach? 

These schools need to revisit
their content, style of teach-
ing/pedagogy. They should foster
in-class participative and experi-
ential learning. We also need to
deploy methods to encourage
millennials to share their ideas
freely in a constructive environ-
ment. Business education today
needs to develop the skills to
amalgamate the best of past with
newer innovative ideas. 

Last but not the least a healthy
balance of the left brain and the
right brain is necessary for having
a more creative, meaningful and
diverse discussion on any issue to
find an effective solution. Most B-
schools in India still rely on CAT
for their intake. Does this type of
exam make sure that we have a
good mix of left-right brain par-
ticipants in the classroom to fos-
ter necessary learning? What are
B Schools doing to ensure that the
intake comprises of a healthy
mix of this? 

As a B-school it becomes
mandatory for us to develop a
shared view of how technology is
reshaping the socio-cultural, eco-
nomic and human environments
and prepare the students for this
inevitable change.
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Real Madrid could sell
Thibaut Courtois or Keylor

Navas this summer after head
coach Zinedine Zidane said on
Tuesday the club will have a clear
first-choice goalkeeper next sea-
son.

Zidane also defended his
choice to play neither keeper
against Huesca on Saturday,
instead handing his 20-year-old
son Luca only his second com-
petitive start for the Spanish
giants.

Courtois was signed from
Chelsea last summer, despite
Navas winning UEFA's best
goalkeeper award after helping
Madrid win the Champions
League.

Santiago Solari then put
faith in Courtois during his
four months in charge but
Navas, a favourite of Zidane's,
came back in for the
Frenchman's opening game
against Celta Vigo last month.

"At the moment there are
three good keepers and we are
going to finish the season with
them," Zidane said at a press

conference on Tuesday.
"But I assure you that next

season there will be no debate
about the goalkeeper, I'll tell you
that now. It's going to be very
clear."

Luca Zidane's surprise pro-
motion came after Courtois
picked up a knock on interna-
tional duty with Belgium while
Navas had trained only once
after returning from Costa Rica.

But it suggests Zidane feels
his son, who joined Madrid's
academy aged six when his
father was playing for the club,
is ready to compete for a place.

"Luca is here on his own
merit," Zidane said. "He's been
here for 16 years. If people who
want to go on about the person-
al thing, I don't care."

Madrid face Valencia on
Wednesday in La Liga, after
needing an 89th-minute winner

from Karim Benzema to beat
Huesca 3-2 on Saturday and
make it two wins from two since
Zidane's return.

But Barcelona remain 12
points clear of them at the top
of the table, with focus contin-

uing on potential changes to
Zidane's squad in the summer.

"I have spoken to the club
and I have told them what we
want to do," said Zidane.

"This is an institution, a club
with important people. We do

things together, as always," he
added.

Gareth Bale is among those
whose future is in doubt. The
Welshman was again whistled by
some of the home fans on
Saturday.

"I know whistles are never
good, I've been whistled at, you
have to accept it. You have to
have the character for it," Zidane
said.

"About Gareth's future, we'll
talk about that at the end of the
season. We have to finish the
season then we'll see."

Zidane was more emphatic
about the future of his World
Cup winning defender, Raphael
Varane. "I want him to stay,"
Zidane said.

"We don't want a Madrid
without Varane. He's a young
player and he seems fine to me,
he has not told me otherwise."
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Tottenham throw open the doors of
their new 62,000-capacity stadium on

Wednesday, hoping it will give them the
financial firepower to compete with the
Premier League and European elite.

Mauricio Pochettino's men will also
banking on a short-term boost, with a
dire run of results threatening to leave
Spurs without Champions League foot-
ball next season.

Tottenham played their final game at
their old White Hart Lane stadium in
May 2017 but the address is the only thing
that has remained the same, with a gleam-
ing new ground rising out of the rubble
of their creaking old home in north
London.

The new stadium, with a capacity of
62,062, is the biggest club ground in
London and second only to Manchester
United's Old Trafford in the Premier
League.

Tellingly the Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium, built at a reported cost of £1 bil-
lion ($1.3 billion), is marginally bigger
than the home of Tottenham's great north
London rivals Arsenal.

Crystal Palace are the first Premier
League team to visit on Wednesday.

Spurs boss Pochettino is bowled
over by the club's new home and will
hope it can give his faltering team the lift
they need for a late-season push to
secure a Champions League spot.

>�����A��
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"The stadium is the best in the

world, we can confirm that now," he said.
"Every space is the best I have seen in my
life, you can't compare that with anything.

"It's an amazing project, it is going to
be fantastic for the future of the club. It
is going to be a massive boost for our fans
and it must be for our players too."

Spurs will feel a sense of relief when
they kick off against Crystal Palace in the
Premier League on Wednesday after
months of frustrating delays that forced
them to play almost a second full season
at Wembley.

There were some memorable nights
at the national stadium as Spurs beat Real
Madrid, Manchester United and Borussia
Dortmund twice. But it was never truly
home.

Tottenham will not have the luxury
of time to settle into their new stadium
but it could play a pivotal role for the rest
of the season, with five of their remain-
ing seven Premier League games at
home as they attempt to fend off United,
Arsenal and Chelsea, with four teams
chasing the final two Champions League
spots.

They will also take on Manchester
City there in the quarter-finals of this
year's Champions League, with the first
chapter of the story of their new home
waiting to be written.
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Unai Emery challenged revitalised
Arsenal to write their own histo-
ry after they climbed to third place

in the Premier League with a 2-0 win
against Newcastle.

Aaron Ramsey's first half strike was
followed by Alexandre Lacazette's killer
second in the closing stages at the
Emirates Stadium, maintaining Arsenal's
impressive progress under Emery.

Emery's side climbed two points
above fourth placed Tottenham and fifth
placed Manchester United to bolster their
chance of qualifying for the Champions
League via a top-four finish with seven
games to go.

It is the first time Arsenal have been
as high as third place since April 2017,
highlighting their improvement since for-
mer Paris Saint Germain boss Emery
replaced Arsene Wenger at the end of last
season.

Ramsey's fifth goal of the
season was only the Wales
midfielder's second since
he signed a lucrative pre-
contract agreement to join
Juventus at the end of the
current campaign.

But, while Ramsey
won't be part of Emery's
long-term plans, the future
still looks bright for Arsenal,
who recorded a 10th consecutive home
league victory for the first time since
December 1997 to May 1998.

Arsenal finished with 63 points in
Wenger's final season, but Emery has
matched that tally with seven games to
spare.

No wonder Arsenal fans celebrated
an important win by taunting their
spluttering north London rivals with
chants of "are you watching Tottenham".

"It's a new history. We are creating
our own way. Our target is very clear,"
Emery said.

"We have created a big atmosphere
here. We are in a good moment, a good
mentality with the players.

"We are improving and making
progress, but we know it is difficult.
Tottenham, Chelsea and Manchester
United are going to win a lot of games."

Newcastle remain seven points above
the relegation zone after a 12th defeat in
their last 13 meetings with Arsenal.

Ramsey thought he'd given Arsenal
the lead when he swept home at the far
post from Sead Kolasinac's flick.

But his celebrations were curtailed as
the goal was controversially ruled out by
referee Anthony Taylor for Sokratis's shirt
tug on Florian Lejeune. If Arsenal felt

aggrieved by that debatable decision, they
poured their frustration into breaking
down Newcastle's five-man defence.

�������������
Emery had surprisingly left Gabon

forward Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang

on the bench as Mesut Ozil started
behind Lacazette.

Aubameyang has 22 goals in all
competitions this season, but his absence
wasn't a problem for Arsenal as they
unhinged Newcastle's massed rearguard
in the 30th minute.

Matteo Guendouzi passed to Ramsey
and his clever flick picked out Lacazette
in the Newcastle area.

Lacazette was surrounded by three
defenders and as he twisted to find space,
the ball cannoned off DeAndre Yedlin
into Ramsey's path and he guided a low
shot past Newcastle keeper Martin
Dubravka via the far post.

Arsenal remained by far the domi-
nant force and Lacazette almost doubled
their lead on the stroke of half-time when
his shot was brilliantly headed off the line
by Matt Ritchie.

Looking for the
decisive second goal,
Emer y sent on
Aubameyang with
half an hour left.

Ramsey depart-
ed to a rousing ova-
tion after taking a
knock that forced his
substitution, then
Aubameyang went
close when he found
space for a low shot
that Dubravka
turned away.

And it  was
Aubameyang who was the catalyst for
Arsenal's second in the 83rd minute.

Guendouzi clipped a pass to
Lacazette and he redirected it to
Aubameyang, who cleverly headed the
ball over the statuesque Jamaal Lascelles.

With Lascelles too slow to react,
Lacazette nipped ahead of the Newcastle
captain and chipped over Dubravka for
his 15th goal in all competitions this
term. 
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Ole Gunnar Solskjaer says he
has been assured by star

midfielder Paul Pogba that the
Frenchman does not want to
leave Manchester United despite
mounting speculation over a
switch to Real Madrid.

United midfielder Pogba
last week described Madrid,
managed by France great
Zinedine Zidane, as a "dream
club for every player" while on
international duty.

Fuel was then poured on the
fire ahead of Madrid's game at
the weekend when the Real
boss admitted that Pogba would
be welcome at the Bernabeu if
and when he decides to call time
on his United career.

Zidane is expected to have
a big transfer budget this sum-
mer to shake things up. Solskjaer
was only appointed permanent
manager at Old Trafford last
week but the future of United's
most high-profile player is once
again in the spotlight.

Madrid have a track record
of taking some of United's star
names, with both David
Beckham and Cristiano
Ronaldo swapping Old Trafford
for the Bernabeu, but Solskjaer
said he is not worried by the
Pogba situation.

"It doesn't really concern me
because my thought of action
was to sit down and speak to
Paul," he said on Monday.

"I have had my chat with
Paul and we're fine. He is going

to do his utmost here because he
knows I am very fond of him as
a player and as a person. He is
important for us here, so there
are no issues. He is happy here."

��� �������
Solskjaer's immediate prior-

ity is United's trip to Wolves on
Tuesday for their rearranged
Premier League game.

They have a big chance to
put pressure on their rivals for
a top-four spot by picking up a
win at Molineux but know it will
not be easy after Wolves
knocked them out of the FA Cup
last month.

Saturday's 2-1 win at home
to Watford moved United level
on points with Tottenham and
they would go third, at least tem-
porarily, with another victory.

United languished 11 points
off the top-four spots when
Solskjaer replaced Jose
Mourinho in December and the
Norwegian is delighted that his
team are now in control of
their own destiny.

He has set a target of five
wins from their remaining seven
games and does not feel his play-
ers are going to ease up, despite
a sub-par performance against
Watford.

"I don't think I need to
remind the players about their
standards dropping," he said.

"They know themselves.
They want to be in the
Champions League and they
want to perform as well as they
possibly can.

"Everyone knows that if we
do our jobs and get 15 points
over the last seven games, we
will be in the Champions League
next year.
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India's Sameer Verma put up a
daunting effort before going

down in three games in a pul-
sating opening round clash
against World no 2 Chinese
Shi Yuqi in the $750,000
Malaysia Open here on
Tuesday.

The 24-year-old from
Madhya Pradesh, who had
lost to Shi Yuqi in the
semifinals of the World
Tour Finals in December last

year, suffered a heart-breaking 20-22,
23-21, 12-21 loss in a 65-minute
men's singles.

Pranaav Jerry Chopra and N Sikki
Reddy, however, made a good start to
their campaign, eking out a 22-20, 24-
22 win over Ireland's Sam Magee and
Chloe Magee in mixed doubles.

Unfortunately, Sikki Reddy could
not replicate the success in the
women's doubles as she, along with
her partner Ashwini Ponappa, went
down fighting 20-22, 21-17, 20-22 to
the Korean duo of Baek Ha Na and
Kim Hye Rin.

The men's singles match was a
close battle till 8-8 before Sameer fell
back to 11-16. But he fought back to
make it 20-20 before being edged out
by Shi Yuqi in the opening game.

The second game was no differ-
ent as the Indian was lagging

11-16 again but this time
he not only clawed back

at 20-20 but also man-
aged to win it despite
the Chinese grabbing

one match point.
Sameer reeled off three

points to take the match to
the decider.

In the third game, Shi Yuqi
jumped to a 9-0 lead and did-
n't allow the Indian to fight

back. 
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The national squash federation,
which has not been able to find a

foreign coach in almost a year, has
decided against a full-time appoint-
ment and will hire names like former
world number one David Palmer in
a shift to 'event-based' coaching.

The Indian players have been
training without a full-time foreign
coach ever since Egyptian Achraf
Karargui left on a bitter note ahead of
the 2018 Commonwealth Games in
April.

However, the squad comprising
veterans Joshna Chinappa, Saurav
Ghosal and Dipika Pallikal still
returned with two Silver medals. On
their own, even at the Asian Games
in August-September, the Indian
contingent bagged five medals includ-
ing a women's team Silver.

"Instead of hiring full-time coach-
es, we have decided to hire experts on
short-term basis. For example, the
players will get to train with David
Palmer for a month ahead of the
men's World Championship in
Washington in December," national
coach Cyrus Poncha said on Tuesday.

"We believe the event-based hir-
ing of coaches will be more beneficial
for our players. We have also
approached renowned coach Amir
Wagih for a camp ahead of the Asian
Championships next month," said

Poncha.
Ghosal, who on Monday became

the first Indian male to break into the
top-10 of world rankings, is already
working with US-based Palmer and
Chinappa too has worked with the
two-time world champion. Pallikal,
on the other hand, has worked close-
ly with US-based Wagih.

World No15 Chinappa said she is
looking forward to working with the
likes of Palmer, who won a Gold at the
Commonwealth Games last year.

"Though I have my own coach-
ing team in England, it will be great
to work with a coach of Palmer's cal-
ibre during events. I have worked with
him in the past and I am sure we all
can learn something from him," she
said.

While all the three players —
Ghosal, Chinappa and Pallikal —
have been least affected by the absence
of a full-time coach as they have their
own support staff, it is the junior crop
which has suffered more due to the
lack of a full-time professional help.

Ghosal has said in the past that
a full-time coach will be more bene-
ficial to the players who train in India
rather someone like him who most-
ly trains outside the country when he
is not competing on the PSA tour. 
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With the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)

ombudsman DK Jain sending out
notices to India all-rounder Hardik
Pandya and opening batsman KL
Rahul to depose before him in a pend-
ing enquiry following their inappro-
priate comments in a TV chat show,
the board is looking forward to end
the row keeping the World Cup in
mind.

Speaking about the issue, a senior
BCCI executive said that everyone in
the board is on the same page and
feels that it is time that the issue was
put to rest. They feel that the punish-
ment cannot be bigger than the crime
and the players have already paid for
their mistake.

"Everyone in the board feels that
this issue needs to come to an end.
The players committed a mistake
and there is no two-way about it. But
the players were sent home from the
tour of Australia, they did apologise
for their mistake and are also set to
depose before the ombudsman.

"With the World Cup round the
corner, the general sentiment is that
the matter should be put to an end,"
the executive said. 

Another BCCI functionary said
that the ombudsman has been given
the matter as priority and Jain will in
all likelihood submit his report with-

in a week of meeting the players. 
"There is no timeline as such, but

everybody understands that substan-
tial match loss has already happened
and the punishment cannot be bigger
than the crime. The ombudsman will
in all likelihood submit his report
within a week of meeting the players
and getting their side of the story," the
functionary said.

The two players will meet Jain
around the Mumbai Indians (MI) and
Kings XI Punjab (KXIP) match in the
ongoing IPL at the Wankhede
Stadium in Mumbai on April 10. 
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Coaching in the Indian Premier
League is more about man

management but in a World Cup
year where a young mind can get
cluttered with selection thoughts,
the role that the teams' coaches play
becomes even more important.

Ask Chennai Super Kings
coach Stephen Fleming and Delhi
Capitals' Ricky Ponting, who have
two such India players in their
ranks, who are in the scheme of
things as far as ODI World Cup is
concerned.

While the players maintain
that the World Cup is not on their
minds but those like Rayudu or
Pant, who are still not certainties,
it becomes a bigger battle where
they know that their IPL perfor-
mances are being watched more
keenly than a certainty like Kedar
Jadhav.

"He (Rayudu) can get it out of
his mind and that's the part of the
coaching aspect that we would
like to apply to some of the players,
just to free them up," CSK coach
Fleming admitted that it is indeed
an aspect the coaches need to deal
with.

While Fleming wants to deal
with the issue head-on, Ponting
feels that his primary duty is to
ensure that his wards maintain a
tunnel vision for the IPL.

"I have not had to tell my play-
ers anything apart from winning
games in the IPL. Winning games
for DC and that's what I am here
to do, to make sure that players are
well prepared to win games,"
Ponting said when asked how he is
dealing with Pant's insecurities.

Asked how he is dealing with
Rayudu, Fleming says that the
batsman's role in the CSK set-up is
very different compared to what
Indian team management wants
from him in the 50-over format.

"He doesn't have to play a
conservative role with us. We just
want him to be free and not batting
balls (holding one end). I loved how
he ran down the wicket the other
day (first game vs RCB ) and that's
freedom with which I want to see
(him play). 

"That's certainly the player we
had last season and all our words
are to encourage him to not fear
failure," said Fleming.

Ponting on the other hand
firmly believes that Pant will be on
that flight to UK but the easiest way
to get there is to forget everything
and score runs in the IPL.

"If you are talking about
Rishabh, I will still keep him in that
World Cup squad. All he can do is
score runs in the IPL. First score
runs in the IPL and then give your-
self a chance to get picked in that
squad," said the Australian great.

CSK's  team culture is always
talked about and Fleming believes
that it can keep Rayudu in a good
headspace.

"I don't think the World Cup
selection is hanging over his head.
He is as relaxed as I have ever seen
him. Whether that transforms to
another stellar year is yet to be seen
but we will give him a best chance
to get into that mind set," the for-
mer New Zealand captain said.

Ponting concluded by saying
that his boys are focussed on the
tournament and he need not talk
about the other peripheral aspects. 
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Former coach of Indian women's
cricket team Tushar Arothe

was arrested for allegedly betting on
an IPL match, police said on
Tuesday.

He was arrested on Monday
but was given bail by the police
because had been booked for a
bailable offence, Vadodara Police
Commissioner Anup Singh Gehlot
said.

Arothe and 18 others were
arrested by the city Crime Branch
on Monday night for betting on the
IPL match between Delhi Capitals
and Kings XI Punjab played at
Mohali, said Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Jaydeepsinh Jadeja of Vadodara
Crime Branch.

Arothe, 52 and 18 others were
arrested from a cafe where they
were putting bets on the match,
said the DCP.

Investigations revealed the
cafe, located in the posh Alkapuri
area of the city, is owned by Arothe
and two others, Hemang Patel and
Nishchal Shah, who too were
arrested from the spot, he said.

"Arothe is a former coach of
the Indian women's cricket team.
He was among the 19 persons held
by our team last night for placing
bets during the live telecast of an
IPL match between Kings XI
Punjab and Delhi Capitals," said
Jadeja.

All the accused, including

Arothe, Patel and Shah, were
booked under sections 4 and 5 of
the Gambling Act, the police offi-
cer said.

"Arothe and the two other cafe
co-owners had installed a large
screen in their cafe for live stream-
ing of IPL matches.

"Others had come to the cafe
to place bets using three different
mobile applications. The cafe own-
ers gave them user names and pass-
words to bet on the live IPL
match," said Jadeja.

Arothe, Patel and Shah were in
contact with a person named Baba,
who used to take bet money from
the trio, he said.

Baba is still out of the police's
reach, Jadeja added.

The police have seized cash
and other articles, including vehi-

cles and mobile phones, worth � 14
lakh, said Jadeja.Arothe played
for Baroda in the domestic circuit.

A left-handed batsman and a
right-arm off-break bowler, Arothe
played 114 First Class matches
scoring 6,105 runs with 13 hun-
dreds and 31 half-centuries.

Arothe took over the reins of
the women's national team in
2017 from Purnima Rao.

During Arothe's tenure, the
women's team had made it to the
finals of the ICC Women's World
Cup in 2017, which India lost by
nine runs to eventual champions
England.

Arothe had resigned from the
post in controversial circumstances.

His son Rishi Arothe is a left-
arm pacer and plays for Baroda in
the domestic circuit. 
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With skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni in red-hot
form, Chennai Super Kings will start favourites

against the slightly off-colour Mumbai Indians when
the IPL's two most successful teams have their first
showdown of the season here on Wednesday.

The Super Kings, three-time winners of the T20
League like the hosts, have been on a roll with three
wins on the trot that have boosted them to the top of
the table.

Mumbai Indians, on the other hand, had a famil-
iar stuttering start with a victory sandwiched between
two defeats.

Recent history in head-to-head clashes is in MI's
favour, as the Rohit Sharma-led home team has beat-
en their rivals in four out of the last five contests.

Overall too Mumbai holds a 14-12 advantage over
CSK, including once in the defunct Champions T20
League.

However, CSK seem to hold the edge this time
around, especially with Dhoni rolling back the years
with a typically robust 75 off 46 balls that lifted his team
from 27 for three to 175 for five against Rajasthan Royals
at home in their last match.

And with Dwayne Bravo holding off Rajasthan's
charge at the end with the ball, CSK maintained their
100 per cent record.

The Super Kings have the edge in batting depth and
in spin bowling variety, while Mumbai have the bet-
ter pace attack on a pitch that is bound to offer bounce
and carry.

Mumbai are over-dependent on openers Rohit and
South African Quinton de Kock. The rest need to step
up.

The hosts will have the option of fielding new
recruit, West Indian fast bowler Alzarri Joseph, or all
rounder Ben Cutting in place of the off-boil Lasith
Malinga.

In the spin department, Mumbai are behind their
opponents who have Harbhajan Singh, Imran Tahir and
Ravindra Jadeja to bank on after the power play.
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Former India captain Kapil Dev
does not like the debate about

who should bat at number four in
India's World Cup team and said that
the batting slots should be decided
according to match situation.

"There is a lot of talk about that
No 4 slot. When we were playing, we
fixed numbers, but now a days, there
are no numbers. All the players play
at any number, and they are all good.
Players should play like a team. Don't
fix numbers. Play according to the
situation," Kapil said on Tuesday.

Kapil also said that Rishabh Pant
has very long way to go, though he
has the ability.

"(MS) Dhoni has set the stan-
dard very high. Yes, Pant has the abil-
ity but he has a long way to go," the
1983 World Cup winning captain
said at the unveiling of 'Britannia
Khao World Cup Jao' advertising
campaign.

He also picked Mahendra Singh
Dhoni as his favourite all-rounder
among current cricketers.

"Are only bowling all-rounders,
and fast bowling all-rounders con-
sidered all-rounders? I would con-

sider wicket-keepers also. For me,
Dhoni comes in very high," he said.

Kapil further said he considers
Ravichandran Ashwin as a good all-
rounder in Test cricket. He said
Ravindra Jadeja can also become a

good all-rounder, considering he had
scored two triple tons in first class
cricket.

"If Jadeja puts his head to it, he
can become a very good all-
rounder," Kapil said, adding that Ben
Stokes is cut above the rest as an all-
rounder.

Former India opener and
national selector Kris Srikanth said
he would select a match-winner like
Rishabh Pant for the World Cup.

"If I am the captain or chairman
of selectors, I would go for a match-
winner. A guy who can win match-
es from no-win situations. Dhoni
will be the wicket-keeper, Rishabh
Pant is the guy who almost won a
Test match for us in England from
an amazing no-win situation," he
said.

On revisiting the 1992 World
Cup format, where every team plays
all the other teams, Srikkanth said,
"By nine matches, every team has a
fair opportunity to qualify. This is

definitely a good format because you
are playing each other once at least.

"From India's point of view, all
the more better for us. You get used
to the conditions as the English con-
ditions are going to be different and
it's good time for the team to
become set," he said.

Asked about the bowling com-
bination, Roger Binny said he would
drop a spinner and go in with an
extra pace bowler like Bhuvaneswar
Kumar or Umesh Yadav in English
conditions.

"I would drop a spinner and go
in with an extra pace bowler, who
can win matches for you. It's not the
spinners who will win matches for
you in England. I would go for a per-
son who can seam the ball," he said.

"I think it's very important in
England to be have someone who
can seam the ball early. Bhuvi is one
who can do that. Umesh Yadav could
be a good pick because he seams the
ball and he's got pace." 
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The youngest to notch up an IPL
hat-trick, England and Kings XI
Punjab all-rounder Sam Curran

said he had "absolutely no idea" that he
had taken one during the game against
Delhi Capitals.

Leg-spinner Shreyas Gopal bam-
boozled the batsmen with his googlies
before Jos Buttler struck 59 as Rajasthan
Royals finally won their first game of
this IPL season with a seven-wicket
defeat of Royal Challengers Bangalore,
here on Tuesday.

Gopal claimed three wickets,
including that of Virat Kohli (23) and
AB de Villiers (13), conceding just 12
runs in his four-quota over to unsettle

RCB.
It was opener Parthiv who resisted

the Royals attack with aplomb, hitting
a belligerent 67 off 41 balls with nine
boundaries and six to help his side put
158 for four after being sent in to bat.

Marcus Stoinis (31 not out) too
played a key part in shoring up team's
total, add 32 quick runs in partnership
with Moeen Ali (18).

Buttler led the chase with his con-
fident knock as Royals overhauled the
target with one ball to spare, handing
RCB their fourth defeat in a row.

RCB, who dropped plenty of catch-
es in this match, are placed at bottom
of eight-team table without any points.

Buttler packed a lot of power in his
strokes and went on to score his second

fifty of the season. He hit eight fours
and a six on a wicket which got slow-
er as the game wore on.

Royals were off to a steady if not
fiery start with Ajinkya Rahane (22) and
Buttler adding 60 runs for the first wick-
et. Rahane was dropped on 1 by Kohli
off Mandeep Saini but the skipper did
not utilise on the reprieve as much as
he would have liked, getting trapped by
Yuzvendra Chahal (2/17).

Buttler and Steve Smith (38) added
44 for the second wicket but Chahal
struck again, dismissing the British
batsman.

Chahal could have got the
Australian as well but Umesh Yadav
dropped a sitter near boundary line
when Smith on 23.

Smith went on to add 50 runs for
the third wicket with Rahul Tripathi (34
not out), who finished the match with
a six in the penultimate ball of the
match.

Earlier, Playing with a cautious
approach, Kohli was happy working the
ball around. Parthiv was aggressor of
the two. Parhtiv hit three boundaries in
Jofra Archer's first over as RCB finished
the Powerplay overs with 48 runs on the
board.

Immediately after that, Gopal was
introduced into the attack and he
began to trouble the Indian captain with
his googlies. Gopal deceived Kohli
with one, which went through the gates.

The leg-spinner returned and this
time got rid of de Villiers with anoth-
er wrong one which stopped a bit as the
South African hit it straight back to
Gopal, who bowled a rare wicket-
maiden.

Left-handed Shimron Hetmyer
became his third victim when he edged
one away-going delivery and Jos Buttler
took a sharp catch behind the wicket.

Parthiv was still there but bound-
aries had dried up. The diminutive left-
hander finally lofted one from Ben
Stokes for a six over mid-wicket and fol-
lowed it up with a crushing drive on the
off side.

He completed his fifty with a sin-
gle off Archer, who was smacked for a
six by Stoinis soon after. The West
Indian dismissed Patel later.
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The win-less streak continues for

Royal Challengers Bangalore but skip-
per Virat Kohli took solace from the
fact that they dragged the game against
Rajasthan Royals deep and also hint-
ed that they will make changes in the
side to get right combination for
upcoming games.

RCB managed 158 on a difficult

wicket but the hosts chased it down
with one ball to spare.

Kohli said they need a few more
runs on the board.

"Today, we were more competitive.
But we were 15-20 short with the bat.
I thought 160 was competitive, but
with the dew factor, 15 runs more
would've been more challenging," said
Kohli.

The RCB fielders dropped a num-
ber of catches and Kohli acknowledged
that such mistakes won't win them
games.

Ajinkya Rahane and Steve Smith
were dropped and their contributions
with the bat helped the hosts win.

"It was not easy to get the bound-
aries in the second innings but if we
make that many mistakes (dropped
catches), then we will fall on the los-
ing side. In a tournament like IPL,
when you have no momentum, then
these things can happen," said Kohli.

"The team hasn't gone off to a good
start, and these things look really bad.
But we have to keep believing that we
can turn things around. We played well
in Mumbai and tonight, but we need
to improve. We need to take some con-
fidence from tonight's game though."

Kohli said the team may make
more changes in the side.

"The tournament isn't so long, so
you need to think on your feet on what
the best XIs are. We will sit down and
talk to see how we can balance our
team and allow our players to create
some match-winning performances."

Gopal, adjudged man-of-the-
match, was modest when asked about
his super show.

"I am fortunate and lucky to have
gotten those big wickets. As a young-
ster getting such big names out does-
n't come everyday. I was just fortunate,
and the plans worked," said the leg-
spinner.
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