
���������	
	��
�

����������
	������ ��������	
��	��	
���
���������������	�
����������
��	
����	���	���	����	���
�	�	�
�����
���
	����������	��	
����	���������	�������	�����	
��������
���������

�
����
�	
�
��������
�
	�����������
��
�������� �  �����!���
"�#���	���$	%����	��	��	����
��
���
	��	�������
�������&�
�	������"�#���	�������	����������
������	���

!�
"����������������
#
����$��#�������
"%�
�&'(� �  ������	���
$�����#�������������	%��
�	
"�����"��'�	�	���	���	�
����
������������	�����������
���#���������������������	����
���������!��	�	�	��������
�������������	'���	���������
����	���������(�
����	����)��	���

��������
)�����"��������
	
�
����
����������
�* +�,�*� *�+	��'��,�,)	����	
-+�).�����������	�
�	����#�	�
����#������#��������'����
���
��
���
	��������	����,
�����#�����	����%���
����	�
��#�������������������������
�	�	����	�����/0�


	-��
��
����
���
$��������./
�������� � ���������	�
��
*����	�
	��1	���	�	���	�
��	���
������������23�%���	�	���

�������

����� 45��65+!(

The hide and seek between
former Union Minister P

Chidambaram and the CBI
ended after his dramatic arrest
on Wednesday night. The CBI
arrested Chidambaram from
his Jor Bagh home minutes
after he returned there from the
AICC headquarters after
addressing a Press conference
in the presence of a battery of
Congress leaders.

Around 8.15 pm,
Chidambaram, who was
untraceable for over 27 hours,
appeared in the party office and
told media that he was not
evading arrest and asked the
CBI to wait till Friday, when his
petition is listed to be heard in
the Supreme Court.

Along with senior Supreme
Court lawyers and senior party
colleagues Kapil Sibal and
Abhishek Manu Singhvi, he
then drove to his residence
nearly 10 minutes away from
the Congress office. On his trail
were CBI and ED officials. A
CBI team reached his Jor Bagh
residence 115-A within min-
utes of his return.

The CBI team first
knocked at the gates to gain
entry but finding no response,
they scaled the walls. Once
three officers reached inside,
they opened the gates to allow
other team members waiting
outside. Soon a team of officers,

identifying themselves as from
ED arrived at the scene.

Delhi Police personnel
were posted to prevent any
adverse law and order situation.

After his arrest,

Chidambaram was taken to
CBI headquarters, where doc-
tors from RLM hospital took a
routine health check up. He will
be produced in the trial court
on Thursday. 

In the Press conference,
Chidambaram put up a strong
defence of himself and his
family members, saying none
of them has been accused of
any offence by the probe agen-

cies. “Until Friday and beyond,
let’s hope the lamp of liberty
will shine bright and illuminate
the whole country,” he said,
suggesting that the probe agen-
cies should not arrest him until

the apex court decides on his
bail plea. “I will respect law
even if applied with an unequal
hand by probe agencies,” he
said reading out from a written
statement. 

“I am aghast that I was
accused of hiding from the law.
On the contrary, I was seeking
the protection of the law. I was
aghast that I was accused of
running away from justice. On
the contrary, I was engaged in
the pursuit of justice,”
Chidambaram said while
rejecting allegations that he was

evading investigating agencies.
He said he was working

with his lawyers through the
last night, preparing his papers
for his bail application.

“I believe that the founda-
tion of a democracy is liberty,
most precious article of the
Constitution is Article 21 that
guarantees life and liberty. If
I’m asked to choose between
life and liberty, I shall unhesi-
tatingly choose liberty,” he said.

“To win freedom we must
struggle. To preserve freedom
too we must struggle,” he said.

His son, Karti
Chidambaram, who is also
accused of “wrongdoing” in the
cases by probe agencies, termed
the CBI/ED action as “political
witch-hunt”.

“This is a political witch-
hunt. Outrageous media leaks
are the preferred tactics of the
@dir_ed. I have nothing to do
with INX or the FIPB. All my
assets and liabilities are duly
declared in statutory and reg-
ulatory filings. I have repeated
this ad nauseam,” he 
tweeted.
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US President Donald Trump
has said that he would dis-

cuss with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi the situation in
Kashmir and  help ease the
India-Pak tensions when they
meet at the G7 Summit in
France this weekend. But New
Delhi has made it clear to the
US that Kashmir is a bilateral
issue between India and
Pakistan and there was no role
for a third party. 

Speaking to reporters at the
White House on Tuesday while
welcoming visiting Romanian
President Klaus Iohannis,
Trump said he was happy to try
and help calm the situation in
Kashmir amidst fresh India-
Pak tensions after India
revoked the special status of

Jammu & Kashmir.
Trump’s comments to a

question on the tension
between India and Pakistan
came a day after he made sep-
arate phone calls to Prime
Minister Modi and Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan.

Trump said he was happy
to try and help calm the situa-
tion in Kashmir. “I’m going to
be with Prime Minister Modi.
I’ll be with him over the week-
end in France,” Trump said,
referring to the G7 Summit in
Biarritz during the 
weekend.
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Aprotest by Dalits against
the demolition of the

Ravidas temple on Wednesday
turned violent in the national
Capital, prompting police to
resort to “mild lathicharge”
and use tear gas to disperse the
crowd, an official said.
According to police, the pro-
testers set two motorcycles on
fire and vandalised a police
vehicle, causing injuries to a
few policemen. 

Protesting against the
demolition of the temple by the
Delhi Development Authority
on August 10 on the orders of
the Supreme Court, thousands
of Dalits from various parts of
the country wearing blue caps,
carrying flags and chanting
“Jai Bhim” slogan, marched
from Ambedkar Bhawan in
Jhandewalan to the Ramlila
Maidan in Central Delhi on
Wednesday.

Dalit outfit Bhim Army

claimed their leader
Chandrashekhar Azad was
detained.Vinod, 53, who came
from Faridabad, said thou-
sands of religious structures
have come up on Government
and forest land. “Why only a
temple of Sant Ravidas was
razed? There should be a fixed
policy of the Government and
that should be implemented on
all the structures whether it is
temple, mosque or any other
illegal building,” he said. 

“The Centre should imme-
diate allot land to construct the
temple. We came here to show
solidarity with people of Dalit
community. We have been fac-

ing discrimination for long
and this need to stop now,” said
Mahipal, who arrived in the
city on Tuesday night from
Haryana.   

Senior AAP leaders,
including Delhi’s Social Welfare
Minister Rajendra Pal Gautam,
Leader of Opposition in Punjab
Harpal Singh Cheema, Delhi
Deputy Speaker Rakhi Birla,
party MLAs Ajay Dutt, Manoj
Kumar, MLAs from Punjab
Jai Krishna Singh Rody, Manjit
Singh Bilaspur, Kulwant Singh
Pandori, Azad and spiritual
leaders from the community
participated in the 
protest.
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With new Motor Vehicles
Act (Amended) in place,

be ready to maintain road and
traffic discipline as heavy
penalties will come into force
from September 1.

The new MVA provides for
strict punishment for various
traffic-related offences, includ-
ing �10,000 fine for not giving
way to emergency vehicles,
�10,000 for driving despite
disqualification, �10,000 for
drunken driving, etc. Over
speeding, driving without hel-
met, and not wearing seat belt
would invite penalty in the
range of �1,000-2,000. 

Road Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari on Wednesday
said steps have been initiated to
implement provisions of the
Motor Vehicles Act 2019. Sixty-
three clauses which do not
require framing of new rules
are likely to be implemented
from September 1 subject to
clearance from the Law
Ministry. These clauses deal
with penalties, licences, regis-
tration and National Transport
Policy, among others.

“Subject to clearance from
the Law Ministry, these claus-
es are likely to be implement-
ed from September 1,” Gadkari
said at a Press conference. The
Road Transport Minister
expressed hope that the MVA
will help curb road accidents
and bring down fatalities.

Regarding the other claus-
es for which rules have to be
framed, Gadkari said steps for
this have already been initiat-
ed by the Ministry, and rules
will be notified as and when the
due processes are 
completed.
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Three persons aboard a heli-
copter that was returning

after dropping relief supplies in
flood affected Moldi area of
Uttarkashi died after the chop-
per crashed into a mountain on
Wednesday afternoon. 

The helicopter belonging
to Heritage Aviation hit the
mountain while trying to avoid
overhead wires. Apart from
power lines, there are trolley
wires installed by locals to
ferry apples from orchards. 

The mishap resulted in the
death of pilot Ranjit Lal, co-
pilot Shailesh — both resi-
dents of Delhi — and Rajpal
Rana, a resident of Kharsali.
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Hundreds of people residing
in low-lying areas, who

were temporarily shifted to
makeshift tents and vacated
their houses after water entered
their areas, can now breathe
easy, as the water level of the
Yamuna River started receding
on Wednesday.

However, the river contin-
ues to flow above the danger
mark (206.50 metres). Officials
said it is expected to go below
the danger mark of 205.33
metres by early Thursday
morning.

Northern Railway
spokesperson said rail traffic
over the old Yamuna bridge
(‘Lohe wala Pul’), which was
temporarily suspended on
Tuesday night, was restored at
4.25 pm on Wednesday with
speed restriction of 20 
kmph.

The Yamuna had breached

the danger mark of 205.33
metres on Monday. Following
which the Delhi Governemnt
set relief tents in several areas
in Yamuna floodplains. 

“The water level is likely to
recede further as Haryana has
so far not released water from
the Hathni Kund barrage in
large quantity,” a Government
official said. At 4 pm, only
10,000 cusec water was released
from the barrage. 

Officials said around
23,000 affected people were
evacuated from the flood-
plains to safer places. Over
18,000 of them were accom-
modated in more than 2,700
relief tents set up by the Delhi
Government agencies. 

Some tents still remained
vacant as many residents at the
Yamuna Khadar didn’t vacate
their shanties, claimed resi-
dents.  

Earlier on Wednesday, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
met people affected by the flood
and said the Government will
ensure that there is no shortage
of relief materials.

“Met the flood affected
people at the Yamuna bank.
Most people have left their
belongings in their houses but
its good thing that there is no
loss of life. Arrangements of
tents, food, water and medicine
have been made. Let us know
if there is any shortage, we will
immediately do the needful,”
Kejriwal tweeted.

The river flows through six
districts of Delhi whose low-
lying areas are prone to flood-
ing. The administration has
deployed 30 boats to prevent
accidental drowning. 

In 1978, the water in the
river rose to its highest-ever
level of 207.49 metres, causing
a devastating flood in the
national Capital.
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The Congress on
Wednesday defended its

senior leader and former
Union Minister P
Chidambaram, who is facing
corruption charges in the INX
Media case. 

While Rahul Gandhi
alleged the Modi Government
is using agencies like ED, CBI,
and sections of a “spineless
media” to character assassinate
a versatile person like
Chidambaram, party general
secretary and Rahul’s sister

Priyanka Gandhi claimed the
former Union Minister was
being “shamefully hunted
down” because he speaks truth
and exposes the failures of the
Government.

Priyanka said the party
will continue to fight for the
truth no matter what the con-
sequences are. 

“An extremely qualified
and respected member of the
RS, P Chidambaram ji has
served our nation with loyal-
ty for decades including as
Finance Minister and Home
Minister,” she said.
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Apolitician accepted to lead-
ers of all political parties,

Babulal Gaur passed away here
on Wednesday. He breathed
his last at a private hospital at the
age of 89.

Gaur started his career as a
minion at a liquor shop and
reached  the top post of Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister in 2004.

Once a Congress bastion,
Madhya Pradesh witnessed a
robust politician in Babulal
Gaur. He  was elected first to the
State assembly in 1974. He
holds the record for ten
Assembly wins. 

His life was no less than a
fairy-tale where he started as an
employee at a liquor shop,
kalari, as he himself used to call
it, and ended up as Chief
Minister in Hindi heartland in
2004. Born in Pratapgarh’s
Naugeer village on June 2, 1930
as Baburam Yadav, he was

renamed as Baburam Gaur by
his school teacher due to his
excessive attention to studies.
Gaur in his youth used to work
at a cloth mill also. His father
Ramprasad had won a dangal
(Wrestling competition) in his
village and the Britishers had
offered him a job in liquor com-
pany in Bhopal.

People started calling him
Babulal Gaur when he reached
Madhya Pradesh at an early age
and started working at a liquor
shop. He then got in touch with
RSS pracharaks who asked him
to shun this immoral trade
which Gaur agreed to. He
returned to his village tried
hands on farming but could not
and decided to return to Bhopal.
He then turned to social work
in co-operation with RSS vol-
unteers. Hailing from
Pratapgarh in Uttar Pradesh,
Gaur found a job with Bharat
Heavy Electrical Limited
(BHEL) as a wage labourer and

soon was engaged in trade
union which helped his popu-
larity grow by leaps and bounds.

After getting elected to MP
Assembly as an independent in
1974, Gaur later won on Jan
Sangh ticket in 1977. He became
a minister for the first time  in
Sunderlal Patwa Govt of 1990-
1992 and served as a Minister
of Local Administration, Law
and Legislative Affairs,
Parliamentary Affairs, Public
Relations, Urban Welfare,
Housing (Urban) &
Rehabilitation and Bhopal Gas
Relief and Rehabilitation.

With his iron hand against
encroachments during this
Govt, he earned a reputation of
Bulldozer Minister. He himself
used to narrate a tale that his
bulldozer was so scary that
people used to remove their
encroachments on their own
once the heavy machine was
kept in their view with 
ignition on.
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Natural gas and other
petroleum products are

of utmost importance for
national security and due to
which petroleum companies
should follow every impor-
tant safety standard. 

Madhya Pradesh Police is
always ready to give all pos-
sible help said DGP VK Singh
in the second meeting of the
Onshore Safety Coordination
Committee held for the safe-
ty of various petroleum and
gas companies  at  State  
Pol ice  Headquarters  on
Wednesday.

He laid special emphasis
on implementing strong
Standard Operat ing
Procedure (SOP) for safety in

every petroleum unit.
Director  General  of

Police Singh assured that
Madhya Pradesh Police will
fulfill the expectations of the
petroleum companies from
the police in terms of securi-
ty. 

Officials of the petroleum
companies that they should
never sit relaxed about safe-
ty and check every level of
internal security of the com-
pany to remain it perfectly
safe. He said that better coor-
dination would be established
and a l l  concerned
Superintendents of Police
have been alerted in this
regard. 

If any intelligence related
to security is found, then it
should be shared with the

police.
The disaster management

plan should be such that the
risk probability should be
least and assured that the
problems of encroachment
around petroleum units will
be resolved by coordinating
with the district administra-
tion and government.

Addit ional  Director
General of Police Kailash
Makwana said that petroleum
companies should also exer-
cise special vigilance when
the Madhya Pradesh Police
issues an alert. 

In every company units,
CCTV cameras of good qual-
ity should be installed at
ever y location which is
important  in terms of  
security.
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Bhopal: BHEL Ladies Club the
other day celebrated the festival
of Janmasthami with tradition-
al zeal & fervour. On this occa-
sion Pratibha Thakur President
BHEL Ladies Club was present
as the Chief Guest. Archana
Sharma, Annapurna Kumar and
Prabha Verma presented bhajan.
Thakur in her address said that
along with other regular activi-
ties it is equally important to take
part in cultural activities. Navita
Nigam created the plot of the
programme while Manisha
Sharma co-ordinated the pro-
gramme. Anuja Majumdar and
Aarti Agarwal proposed the
vote of thanks.

Meanwhile, as a part of the
ongoing Hindi Month celebra-
tion in BHEL, Bhopal; Kavita

Path Competition was held the
other day at DTG Conference
Hall. On this occasion MK
Shrivastava General Manager
(WEX & MOD) was present as
the Chief Guest while Hemram
Patel AGM (SWE), Amitabh
Dubey AGM (HRDC) were
especially present in the pro-
gramme. Ghanshyam Yadav,
Suresh Sonpure and
Dharmendra Singh Solanki were
present as the members of the
Jury. Shrivastava in her address
said that Hindi has evolved itself
as a link language of the nation
and we all should work towards
maximum use of Hindi in our
day-to-day workings. Poonam
Sahu Sr Rajbhasa Officer coor-
dinated the programme and
proposed the vote of thanks.   SR
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Piplani police have nabbed
five accused and seized

massive 375 kg of cannabis and
two cars worth �40 lakh on
Tuesday, drug peddlers brought
drugs from Malkangiri
Rajahmundry Andra Pradesh. 

Police said that acting on a
tip-off regarding two vehicles
carrying drugs was tracked
and seized at Anand Nagar
road Hathaikheda Dam and
when the vehicles were checked
drugs were found. 

The accused were identi-
fied as Hameed Ali (50), Wahid
Khan (40), Peer Khan (40),

Sahid Khan alias Maulana (50)
and Shafeeq Ali alias Shappu
(26) of Dohara Sehore. 

During the investigation
police have seized one pick up
van bearing registration num-
ber MP04GA5260, one car
bearing registration number
MP37C1647 and 6 metal
drums. In the drums drugs
were kept.

Police said that the drug
peddlers provided �2 lakh for
drugs and were scheduled to
pay �2 lakh later. The drug ped-
dlers used to sell drugs in
Sehore and near areas which
they used to bring from Andra
Pradesh and other areas. 

During the investigation
police found that to deceive
police accused have used oil
drums which could easy escape
at checking points and police
checking from Andra Pradesh
to their area Dohara. The
details of the two vehicles used
in the cars would be investi-
gated. 

After the initial investiga-
tion police have registered a
case under sections 8 and 20 of
the NDPS Act. All the accused
are residents of Sehore and
their involvement in the illegal
drug trafficking would be
investigated in the further
investigation.
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Two youths were injured
after four miscreants

opened fire at Jawahar Chowk
late in the night on Tuesday;
victim has sustained bullet
injury in his hand. 

Sensation prevailed in
Jawahar Chowk area after two
groups clashed and one of the
group members opened fire
and attacked with sharp edged
weapons. 

The injured were identified
as Sudhir Dehria and Durga
Prasad alias Dev. Sudhir sus-
tained bullet injury in his hand
while Durga Prasad was beat-
en brutally by the miscreants.

Victims were rushed to
Narmada hospital where they
are undergoing treatment.

In his complaint victim
stated that they were stopped
by accused Umesh Bamnele,
Aman Bamnele, Golu Rathore
and Ajay Pawar attacked them
and opened fire. Police have
registered a case under section
307 A of the IPC and started
further investigation. 

Meanwhile, a 25-year-old
man was attacked by with
sharp-edged weapons over a
petty issue at Pansheel Nagar
under TT Nagar police station
area in the evening on Tuesday.

According to the police, the
victim Sanjay Mahale was
attacked by Ajay Ahire alias
Fannu with sharp edged
weapon. The injured victim
was rushed to a JP hospital and

later he was referred to
Hamidia hospital and his con-
dition is reportedly stable.

In his complaint the victim
stated that his son Ayush
Mahale was stopped by the
accused and was threatening
him of knife which he opposed. 

The accused got angered
from the intervening of the vic-
tim and attacked him with a
sharp edged weapon in his
stomach. 

The accused escaped the
spot and is still missing. After
the preliminary investigation
the police have registered a case
under section 307 of the IPC
and have started further inves-
tigation.
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Under the banner of
Narmada Bachao

Andolan, hundreds of people
affected by the Sardar Sarovar
Dam on Wednesday staged a

protest in Delhi demanding
that Narmada Control
Authority refuse permission
to fill the full reservoir level,
139 m of the dam.

“We are not begging for
compensation. We are
demanding our rights and enti-
tlements which government
provided as part of the
Narmada Water Dispute
Tribunal or Supreme Court
reiterated and confirmed and
various policies of state gov-
ernments,” Devram Kanera,
senior activist of NBA said.

He was joined by hun-
dreds of farmers, workers, fish-
ermen, and activists at the
day-long protest.

Annie Raja of the National

Federation of Indian Women
speaking in solidarity with the
NBA said current government
is looting the natural resources
and handing it over to corpo-
rations for profit and sacrific-
ing the rights of the people in
the name of 
development.

Bhupender Rawat, farmer
leader and Convener, Jan
Sangharsh Vahini said the farm
land of the Narmada valley are
being flooded for what, to irri-
gate land in Gujarat. 

But unfortunately even that
is not happening and water is
being given to industries and
car factories. 

How many more farmers
will have to sacrifice their land

and fields for corporate greed,
asked Rawat.

Later, a delegation led by
Vimal Bhai of Matu Jan
Sangathan met the Secretary,
Jalshakti Ministry, UP Singh. 

The demands of the NBA
included- Sardar Sarovar Dam
should not be allowed to fill till
139 mts, full reservoir level,
32,000 families in 172 villages
still need to be rehabilitated sat-
isfactorily and the rising waters
are threatening their life and
livelihood. 

Urgent need to complete
the R&R. Until that happens,
let the gates of the Sardar
Sarovar Dam be lowered so
that water recedes from the vil-
lages of the Narmada.
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As a Chief  Minister,
Cabinet Minister and 10

times member of  State
Assembly,  Babulal  Gaur
maintained the noble values
of democracy and with his
demise a skilled politician,
hard working social worker
and admired administrator is
lost, said Speaker of Madhya
Pradesh State Assembly NP
Prajapati in his condolence
message on the death of for-
mer Chief Minister and senior
BJP leader Babulal Gaur.

Deputy Speaker of state

assembly Hina Kaware and
Leader of Opposition in the
State  assembly Gopal
Bhargava have expressed sor-
row on demise of former
Chief Minister and senior
B J P
leader.

Prajapati said that Gaur’s
charismatic leadership has
indelible impression. He was
brave, visionary and humane
leader and his demise is
irreparable loss.

Deputy Speaker of state
assembly Hina Kaware in her
condolence message said
demise  of  Babalal  

Gaur is great loss to the state
as  it  has  lost  a  great  
politician. 

He would be remembered
for his contribution and ded-
ication.

Leader of Opposition in
the State assembly Gopal
Bhargava in his condolence
message said that a sharp,
lively and leader with great
stature and his demise has
created vacuum in the public
life. 

His  contr ibution in
strengthening democracy and
development of the state
could never be forgotten.
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�Bhopal: Two persons got elec-

trocuted after a high tension
power supply line broke at a
farm in the morning on
Wednesday in Gunga; deceased
were uncle and nephew work-
ing at farm.

Police said that after the
two failed to return for long in
the afternoon on Wednesday
family members started to
search and only found the two
dead at the farm where they
have gone for work.

Incharge of Gunga police
Nilesh Awasthi said that the
Sonu Lodhi (22) and
Radheshyam Lodhi (40) were
found dead at the farm they
were working. 

The incident took place
between 9 am to 2 pm as they
were found dead after 2 pm
while they left for the work at
around 9 am. At the spot
power supply line was found
broken and which killed the
two.  They have not touched
any live wire at the ground.

The family members went
to check the two as they failed
to return for long and when
they reached the farm the two
were found in an unconscious
state and power supply line was
found broken. 

Radheshyam was Sonu’s
uncle. The two had gone to
clear grass.

After the preliminary
investigation the body was sent
for the post mortem. The police
have registered a case under
section 174 of the CrPC and
have started further investiga-
tion, case registered. SR
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Bhopal: Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer of
Central Bank of India is arriving
to Bhopal to attend  the State
Level Consultation meeting on
August 22 and 23, 2019. SR
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Chief Minister Kamal Nath
has expressed deep grief

over the demise of former
Chief Minister Babulal Gaur. In
a condolence message Kamal
Nath said that Babulal Gaur
was the most accepted leader of
the state above party politics.
He was always concerned about
the development of Bhopal
with the state. When I was
minister at the Centre, he came
to me several times with the
interests of Madhya Pradesh
and never return empty-hand-
ed.

Kamal Nath said that Gaur

was a hard working leader. He
had a lively contact with the
public. He did not compromise
on public interest issues. He
was an outspoken and forth-
right leader due to which he
would express his views by
going beyond the party line.
Nath said that Gaur was fully
enriched in parliamentary tra-
ditions and knowledge along
with being a vigilant and sen-
sitive leader. 

His focus was always on
development plans. He kept the
ideology of his party separate
from the works of develop-
ment.

Nath said that with the

passing away of Gaur, we have
lost such a popular personali-
ty of politics, who believed in
taking everyone along. He had
deep faith in the concept of
Sarvadharma Sambhav. 

The Chief Minister said
that I pray to God to grant
peace to the departed soul and
give the family the strength to
bear this grief.

Chief Minister Nath
reached the residence of Late
Gaur at 74 bungalows where he
laid a wreath on the mortal
remains of late Gaur and paid
tributes. He also met the
bereaved family members and
consoled them.
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Governor Lalji Tandon laid
wreath on the mortal

remains of former Chief
Minister of the State late Babulal
Gaur here today and paid trib-
utes to the departed soul.
Tandon reached Bhopal from
Lucknow this afternoon and

reached Subhash Nagar cre-
matorium directly. He paid his
last respects to Gaur and bid
him farewell.

Tandon said in condolence
message that Gaur was a
favourite with everyone. He
rose above party politics and
served people all his life. Gaur's
contribution in the development

of the state especially Bhopal is
unforgettable. The Governor
said that due to the death of
Gaur, the state has lost a hard
working politician and a lively
person. Tandon prayed to the
Almighty to grant peace to the
departed soul and strength to
the bereaved family and sup-
porters to bear this grief.
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The young theatre personal-
ity of coty Preeti Jha Tiwari

was confered with Sangeet
Natak Academy Yuva Puraskar.
She was awarded in Imphal
during an event. 

Preeti Jha Tiwari was given
award by the Governor in
Imphal Manipur. The
Chairman of Sangeet Natak
Akademi was also present on
the occasion. 

On Thursday, her directed
play Manto Khud will be per-
formed in Imphal. 

Preeti Jha Tiwari, who
received this award, is from
Bhopal and the only actress in
the State who got this award in
the field of acting. 

Preeti Jha has been active
in theatre for over two and a
half decades.

After recieving the award,
she paid her gratitude towards
Madhya Pradesh Directorate of
Culture Directorate and their
representatives and family and
friends.

M.A. Theatrical arts, the-
atrical gems, theatrical poem,
the beginning of acting from
Maithili plays since 1992,

So far, participation in
more than 100 myths and
Hindi plays.

She also recieved an oppor-
tunity to join the actress in
many of the country's dra-
matic events, Shri Ram Center
Theater and National Theater
School.

Jha got the opportunity to
work with the color directors
including Vijay Kumar,
Prasanna, Mohan Maharishi,
Ram Gopal Bajaj, Devendra
Raj Ankur, Suresh Sharma,
Chitranjan Tripathi, Tripurari
Sharma, Chetan Dattare, MK
Raina, Robin Das, Chitranjan
Giri, Bansi Kaul, Mushtaq Kak,
Avtar Sahni, Vijay Kumar,
Chandrahas Tiwari, K.G.
Trivedi, Anoop Joshi Bunty,
Gopal Dube, Tanaji.

She performed in plays
like Ghasiram Kotwal,
Uttamacharitam, Vayalan
seashore, Kafka one chapter,
Tender gunda dress of Taj
Mahal Ram Naam Satya
Banabhatta Anandas' pot
Gappu Gopa Gopagamdas, I
want Amrita, Tarpan, Vasanti
Sivanani, Babuji, do not go
please, then one day of
Ashadha etc.
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The students of Radharaman
Group of Institutions are

creating niche for themselves
and are bring laurels to the
State on national level.

Engineer Shwetank Kumar,
a student of the 2018 batch of
Electrical and Electronics
Engineering of Radharaman
Institute of Technology and
Science, will participate in the
third edition of Asia World
Model United Nations from
India. In this conference, which
is going to be held from
November 13 to 16 in Bali city
of Indonesia, he will participate
as India's delegate. 

Shwetank is among the 50
selected students from India
who are getting a chance to join
this prestigious international
conference. 

This conference is a gimmick
form of the actual United Nations

Conference in which a resolution
is passed after research, drafting,
lobbying and debating to solve
the real problems of the world.
Students from different countries
of the world participate in it.
Expressing happiness over this
achievement of Shwetank,
Chairman of Radharaman
Group RR Saxena said that
Shwetank's selection has once
again proved that Radharaman

Group provides world class edu-
cation. He said that the selection
of Shwetank in this prestigious
conference is a matter of pride for
the Radharaman Group and
Madhya Pradesh.

He further said that the
Radharaman Group has been
successful in realising the
dreams of thousands of stu-
dents and their parents with the
help of highly educated and

experienced professors from a
national level engineering insti-
tute like MANIT for the last
more than ten years. 

The list of successes of the
group has become so long that
now the Radharaman group
has become synonymous with
success in the whole of central
India. 

/��
��%����
���0� ��1��������
��23

��
$$����������� �!7*+

The catalog of  Swami
Vivekananda Library, is

now avai lable  onl ine.
Through the OPAC (Online
Public Access Catalog) in
Swami Vivekananda Library,
members will be able to view
the status of Books / DVDs
online.

Yatish Bhatele, Manager
of the library informed that
Swami Vivekananda Library
has introduced a new facili-
ty for its members. 

Through this facility any
library member or non-mem-
bers will also be able to view
the status of library books at
home. 

The online portal has
now provided a new facility

to its members.
These days members are

planning to read whichever
book they can now check the
status on the online portal of
Swami Vivekananda Library
to find out whether it is
available in the library or 
not.

Swami Vivekananda
Library has started this facil-
ity from August 20, now its

time between 11 am and 7
pm will be able to know the
status of online books on its
own. 

The special thing is that
who has the book of your
choice right now. 

On this online portal,
not only ishu or non-ishu sta-
tus of books will be shown, if
any book is ishu, it will also
show the information and

can also see the return date of
that book / DVD. 

Yatish Bhatele told that
who still has your book of
choice. On this portal, infor-
mation on DVDs, magazines
and reference books will also
be available in the library
along with about 28000 books
available in the library. 

This portal will also be
updated every week as every
weekly books / magazine /
DVD in the library is includ-
ed in the library from time to
time. 

This feature is currently
open only in library working,
members have to go to the
html: //203.101.126.64: 81 /
jopacv11 / html / Browse
link to access the library 
portal.

(�	$� !�����
��������$���&2&����	��������������
����

Bhopal: Both of them were
always together even in the
hard times Ba and Bapu  have
set goals for patriots and cou-
ples. The entire life of Kasturba
Bai and Mahatma Gandhi was
showcased through a Hindi
play Ba sang Bapu. 

The play was direcyed by
Bishna Chauhan and was per-
formed at Shaheed Bhavan. It
was performed on Wednesday
marking fhe tbird day of Azad
Ba suri Natya Samaroh. 

The little kids presented the
story of Kasturba Baa before
the  Bhopalites. The play was
jointly performed by the artists
of Manikarnika Cultural and
Welfare Society and
Kalandhika Cultural and
Welfare Society. 

The play spoke about how
Kasturba learnt from life and
not school; as Gandhi’s com-
panion since the age of seven
she taught him the lesson of

non-violence. The play high-
lighted what she must have felt
as a young married girl whose
husband left her for many
years and then made the whole
country his children with his
believe in 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam'.

Kasturba Gandhi later
grew into a freedom fighter in
her own right, being jailed
several times including in
South Africa, for her leader-
ships in many movements
which were separate from
Gandhiji’s. She also spoke about
how the contribution of
women like Kasturba are often
undermined when history is
written by men. She also took
part with him in all the move-
ments he started against British
rule. The play was brilliantly
performed on stage creating a
wonderful ambiance on stage
which was loved by the audi-
ence. SR
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University Grants
Commission (UGC)

Chairman DP Singh said that
the UGC is now focusing on
Open Distance Learning
(ODL) and Online education
programmes. These are futur-
istic programmes and UGC is
trying to form guidelines and
policies for such programmes,
he added.

UGC, in its priority pro-
grammes has adopted two
pronged strategy where special
teacher centric and student cen-
tric programmes are being pre-
pared. Teachers programme
focus on training them in con-
duct besides bringing his/ her
expertise in local issues.

While talking to media per-
sons, he said, for students, pol-
icy related to research is being
completely overhauled.
Research should be socially rel-
evant and locally needful. ‘Till
now research is often repetition
or extension of previous topics

that have little to do with social
relevance. Now topics should
also be nationally important and
globally significant, said Singh.

Singh was in Bhopal to
take part in induction pro-
gramme of university and col-
lege teachers at National Law

Institute University.
To a query, he said the deci-

sion of higher education depart-
ment regarding doing away

with the semester system could
not be considered as a wise deci-
sion.

Singh said that semester
system is followed worldwide. It
was introduced in India to
bring nationwide uniformity
besides international equiva-
lence. 

Withdrawing semester sys-
tem in Madhya Pradesh could
not be considered as a wise deci-
sion, he said.

He stated that the universi-
ties and colleges should lay
stress on research subjects that
are socially important. 

They should have data relat-
ed to people, flora and fauna
and other issues prevailing in
their jurisdiction, he added.

UGC chairman said that
UGC has also designed a new
programme to improve gover-
nance in universities. 

Under new programme the
second line of administration is
identified and properly trained
in financial, administrative, legal
and other matters.
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Bhakra Beas Management
Board (BBMB) on

Wednesday claimed that it had
all along been asking the dis-
trict administration across
Punjab to ensure the removal
of encroachments and in the
river beds for ensuring the
natural flow of water.

The assertion came amidst
the accusations against the
BBMB for causing flooding in
the downstream areas by
releasing excess water in the
Sutlej river which surpassed its
capacity and overflowed at
several places.

“We have all along been
asking the DCs (Deputy
Commissioners) to check
encroachments in the river
beds. It is a regular exercise,”
said BBMB chairman
Devendra Kumar Sharma,
while refusing to further com-
ment on the matter.

BBMB chairman’s asser-
tion assumes significance as the

encroachments in the river
beds is sighted as one of the
reasons or flood-like situa-
tions during the monsoons as
it has, over the years, reduced
the water carrying capacity of
the rivers, especially Sutlej.

A senior BBMB official,
who did not wish to be named,
informed The Pioneer that over
the period of time, people have
encroached downstream areas
of the river by constructing
colonies, building farm houses,
structures for their livestock,
among other things which has
resulted in reducing the water
carrying capacity of the rivers.

“Take Sutlej, its water car-
rying capacity is about two lakh
cusecs (cubic foot per second) of
water. But because of encroach-
ments, it has come down to one-
third. It is now carrying around
50,000 to 60,000 cusecs of
water,” said the BBMB official.

The official said that the
BBMB, as a regular exercise,
writes to the Deputy
Commissioners concerned to

clear the illegal structures and
encroachments.

Maintaining that it was
wrong to blame the BBMB for
the flooding, BBMB chairman
said that the Board worked in
the “most proficient way” to
save Punjab’s downstream areas
from the scourge of floods by
“managing the water levels”.

The 72-hour incessant
rains from August 17 to 19 had
resulted in the Sutlej river
overflowing and wreaking
havoc in around a dozen dis-
tricts of Punjab, with Jalandhar,
Ropar, and Ludhiana among
the most affected. The standing
crop on over one lakh acres of
land has submerged under
over four feet of water.

During this period, the
water level in the dam raised by
over seven feet from 1674.82
feet on August 17 to 1679.33
feet on August 18, and 1681.25
feet on August 19, against the
maximum limit 1680 feet.
However, the reservoir height
is 1,690 feet. 
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In order to facilitate traffic
movement and to provide a

safe and secure crossing facility
for the pedestrians, the national
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC)-the par-
ent body of Rapid Rail Transit
Corridor (RRTS) has decided to
construct Foot over Bridges
(FOBs) at seven locations, infa-
mous on the alignment of Sarai
Kale Khan-Ghaziabad-Meerut
RRTS corridor for accidents and
traffic congestion. 

The seven places where the
FOBs will be constructed are
Sihani Gate Chungi, Ordinance
Factory (Murad Nagar), Railway
Road (Murad Nagar), Railway
Station Road (Modi Nagar),
Modi Nagar Bus Stand, Hapur
Road (Modi Nagar — Rajchopla)
and Mohiuddinpur. The tender
for the same has been floated
recently and work will start soon. 

The officials said these FOBs
will be constructed and will be
thrown open for the public
before the completion of the 82
km Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut
RRTS Corridor. 

"This corridor will pass
through Yamuna, Hindon River,
Indian Railway tracks, Eastern
Peripheral Expressway (EPE)
and will pass through densely
populated areas of Delhi,
Ghaziabad and Meerut. After
Ghaziabad, it will run mostly on
the median of Ghaziabad-Meerut
Highway (erstwhile NH-58) and
this highway witnesses a heavy
flow of traffic and is surround-
ed by densely populated area.
Thus, the NCRTC has taken this
step to construct FOB to ensure
safety of the pedestrians as well
as a smooth flow of the traffic
during the construction period,"
said a NCRTC official. 

The transport body further

added that it will construct FOB's
wherever necessary on the cor-
ridor. "The locations of the FOBs
are being identified in close
coordination with the local as
well as state administration.
Moreover, these areas do not have
a single Fob and the pedestrians
risk their lives while crossing the
road.  Thus, NCRTC is giving
due emphasis to people's conve-
nience at every stage of RRTS
execution," said the official. 

The train will have an oper-
ation speed of 160kmph but it
will run on the speed of 100kmph
only. Currently, it takes four
hours to reach Meerut from
Delhi but once this corridor will
be erected, the travel time reduces
to just 60 minutes.  

The civil construction work
on 17 km long priority section
between Sahibabad to Duhai, of
this corridor has started and the
piers and viaduct will be visible
soon. This priority section is
expected to become operational
by March 2023 while the full
82km long corridor from Delhi's
Sarai Kale Khan to Meerut and
Modipuram will be open for
public by March 2025.
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The New Delhi
M u n i c i p a l

Council (NDMC) has
decided to recycle the
water of Lodhi
Garden Lake under
the Jal Shakti
Abhiyaan. 

A senior NDMC
official said that the
Rotary Club South
Delhi chapter has provided
water treatment plant and the
bottom sludge will be convert-
ed into useful compost. "The
Rotary Club had signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the NDMC for cleaning the
water of the lake through treat-
ment plant," he said, adding
that the bio remediation of the
lake water will be carried out

through the natural microbial
/ enzymes so as to control the
foul smell and the growth of
harmful algae without affecting
the aquatic life.

Outlining the details of the
duck habitation in the garden,
secretary of NDMC, Rashmi
Singh informed that the
Council has developed an
enclosure of natural environ-
ment for the ducks, wherein a

number of spices of
ducks have been habit-
uated. 

Lodhi Garden a
British-era public park
has been emerged the
green lungs of New
Delhi having rich
fauna and flora is
spread of 90 acres of
land."  

On the occasion,
NDMC Chairman
Vijay Kumar Dev

planted saplings of Rudraksh
and Kalpvirksh trees on the
occasion. While reviewing the
water conservation plan of the
lake, the Chairman has asked
the officers concerned of the
Council to ensure timely com-
pletion of the work and also
instructed that a separate enclo-
sure for stray dogs be main-
tained in a proper 
manner.
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In a tragic incident, a 20-year-
old youth, riding a scooty, was

allegedly mowed down by a
speeding cluster bus. The inci-
dent occurred on Monday
evening at Shahjahan Road in
New Delhi. Police said that they
arrested the accused driver. 

The deceased has been
identified as Aman Kumar, a res-
ident of Delhi’s Khan Market
area while the accused, who was
arrested from spot, has been
identified as Balwant Singh (42).

According to First
Information Report (FIR) reg-
istered at Tughlak Road police
station in New Delhi district, the
incident occurred at 7.38 pm on
Tuesday.

"A cluster bus, rash and
recklessly, coming from India
Gate on Shahjahan road hit a
person who was driving a scooty.
The scooty rider got injured and
he was rushed to nearby hospi-
tal by a passerby in a car. The bus
driver was stopped by public on
the spot and handed over to
police," stated the FIR. 

"Subsequently, a police 
team after receiving a police con-
trol room (PCR) call also
reached AIIMS where the 
doctors told police that the vic-
tim Aman succumbed during
treatment," said a senior police
official adding that a case under
section 279/304-A of Indian
Penal Code (IPC) was registered
and the accused driver was
arrested.
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The Gurugram Mahanagar
Development Authority

(GMDA) has developed a
mobile App and its trial has
already started. Through this,
the residents of Gurugram
will get many facilities related
to basic amenities. App will be
launched by September.

Through this App, people
can avail several facilities like
complaints about water, sewer,
drainage, waterlogging, city
bus location and road infor-
mation.

Apart from this, there will
be an option of Smart
Solution. It is also being
worked on. Information about
the city will also be found on
the app. What's new in the city
will  al l  be on the app.
Information about future plans
will also be available on the
App.

This app will be different

for the public and officials.
The deficiency found during
the trial will be rectified and
started with the updated ver-
sion.

"This app will have the
facility of filing taxes and bills
of GMDA. A separate icon will
be on the app for this. The
users will be able to take
advantage of this facility.
Initially, this facility will be
available for GMDA, later on
adding the Municipal
Corporation, Haryana Urban
Development Authority etc.,
the bill or tax can be filled
here," said, PK Aggarwal head
of GMDA Smart City Project.

Apart from this, informa-
tion and location of ATMs
kiosk, Metro station, Toilet,
Cinema hall, Railway station,
Bus stand can be seen on the
app itself. Also, it will also have
an SOS number for an emer-
gency, on which any kind of
information can also, be
shared on the number.
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The RSS-affiliated ABVP on Wednesday
said it has instructed its office bearers

in DU students' union (DUSU) to shift the
busts of Subhash Chandra Bose, Bhagat
Singh and Veer Savarkar that were installed
outside the Arts Faculty, till the time per-
mission is taken from the authorities.

The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad-led Delhi University Students'
Union had installed the busts on Tuesday
outside the Arts Faculty without permis-
sion, leading to a controversy.

ABVP's state media in-charge
Ashutosh Singh said installation of the
busts was an initiative of the DUSU. The
ABVP is of the view that it should have
been done with due permission. 

Shakti Singh, DUSU president said,
"We are in talks with the university
administration over the issue. "No imme- diate reaction was available from the var-

sity.
A senior ABVP functionary said, "It

(ABVP) has a clear view that the statues
should be installed on the DU campus with
the permission of the varsity administra-
tion and other concerned authorities."

"The students' union had been
demanding from the administration to
install the statues for a long time and the
administration should have considered the
demands of the students' union. Due to
this, the students' union had to take such
a stand in protest," he said.

The ABVP has made it clear to the stu-
dents' union office-bearers that the busts
should be kept in the DUSU office until
permission is given, he added.

The move has been criticised by the
Congress-affiliated NSUI and Left-backed
AISA which said Savarkar cannot be kept
on the same pedestal as Bose 
and Singh. 
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ADelhi court on Wednesday
sent former independent

MLA in Jammu and Kashmir,
Sheikh Abdul Rashid to judicial
custody in a case related to
funding of terror activities in
the Valley.

Popularly known as 
Rashid Engineer, he was a leg-
islator from the Langate
Assembly seat in 
north Kashmir and is the first
mainstream politician to have
been arrested by the NIA in the
case. District Judge Yashwant
Kumar sent Rashid to the cus-
tody for two weeks after the
NIA produced him before the
court on expiry of his custodi-
al interrogation. The National
Investigation Agency told the
court that further interrogation
of the accused was not required. 
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Delhi

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
president Manoj Tiwari visited
Yamuna flood plain area to take
a stock of ground situation.
Yamuna River breached safety
mark on the third consecutive
day. Meeting the flood affect-
ed people there, Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and BJP leaders
assured all possible assistance. 

Over 15,000 people living
in the Yamuna flood-plains
have been shifted to tents set up
by various Government agen-
cies after the river water inun-
dated low lying areas. 

The Yamuna continued to
flow well above the danger
mark on Wednesday but Delhi
Government officials said the
water level was constant at
206.60 metres for several hours
and was likely to recede.

Kejriwal met the people at
tents set up in the Usmanpur
area. "Met the flood affected
people at the Yamuna bank.
Most people have left their
belongings in their houses but
its good thing that there is no
loss of life. Arrangements of
tents, food, water and medicine
have been made. Let us know
if there is any shortage, we will
immediately do the needful,"
Kejriwal tweeted after the visit.

Following the request of
the people to make lights and
fans available, the CM direct-
ed officials to organise adequate
facilities immediately. The CM
requested people in relief
camps to contact Government
officials present at the camp in
case of any needs. 

After the visit, he tweeted,
"Most families could not collect
their belongings before leaving
their homes. Fortunately, we
have not lost any life so far. We
have made arrangements for
tents, food, water, medicines for
all. If there's any other require-

ment, we will immediately
ensure it is arranged."

When the Chief Minister
asked a young woman if she
had received food yet, she
expressed her satisfaction and
said, "Yes we had chhole puri in
the morning. Food and water
is readily available." The Chief
Minister has also requested
people not to venture back into
the flooded region for their
belongings as it is extremely
dangerous. 

"The river water will lower
by tomorrow," he said.

"I have spoken to Haryana

Government. They told that
they are reducing the amount
of water being sent towards
Delhi. We are expecting the sit-
uation to improve by
Thursday," said Kejriwal. 

The Chief Minister also
appealed to the people to be
alert and move to the tents set
up by the Government before
the river waters reach their
homes. 

The BJP leaders including
party's Delhi unit chief Manoj
Tiwari and former Union
Minister Vijay Goel also met
the flood affected people and
offered them help. 

Goel alleged that during his
visit, people complained about
unavailability of tents, toilets
and food at the Usman Khadar
area. 

However, Delhi's Revenue
Minister Kailash Gehlot said
people living in relief camps
were appreciating the efforts of
the Government.

"Efforts of Delhi Govt
being appreciated by people
staying in Relief Camps. Food,
water and other necessary relief
materials being provided.
Officers of  Revenue Dept in
coordination with other Depts
are working round the clock,"
Gahlot tweeted.

����� 45��65+!(

Many residents of Yamuna
ghat have temporarily

moved to makeshift tents to
escape the rising waters of the
river, but they feel far from safe.
While some of those evacuat-
ed expressed fears about child-
lifters, many others raised con-
cerns about lack of toilets and
women having to bathe in the
open. 

Over 200 people have been
shifted to the makeshift shelter
erected by the local adminis-
tration near ITO. Even though
food and water facilities are
available, people  complained
about lack of safety as the
makeshift tents are located on
pavements.

Akhilesh (33), a farmer
who has been living in the tent
for the last three days, said he
fears leaving his two children
aged 3 and 6 years alone. He
claims there are certain gangs
who lift children from the
streets. 

"Either I or my wife are
always alert. If I go to check the
water level on the ghat, my wife
remains with the children and
takes care of them. At night, we
have to be very careful, anyone
could lift the children," he
said.

His wife Kiran said,
"Children might get hit by

vehicles while playing. So,
there's a constant fear of acci-
dents too ." 

A team from the Delhi
Civil Defence has its volunteers
at the tent area to assist the vic-
tims in case of any emergency.
They work in four shifts start-
ing from 6 am.  Water level of
the Yamuna started receding on
Wednesday, but the river still
continues to flow above the
danger mark, an official said.

While men managed to
take bath on the roadside,
women complained about lack
of toilet facility at the makeshift
tents. "Men can go anywhere to
relieve themselves but it is dif-
ficult for us women to go to iso-
lated areas for the same. We
have to cautious all the time

because the tents are on the
main roads," Sujata said. 

Prem Shankar (30), who
shifted with his family on
Tuesday evening, said, "Safety
is an issue especially because
the tents are on the main road.
Also, it is extremely hot and
there's no electricity or even
hand fan. 

"We are managing to make
our food with whatever uten-
sils and materials we could
bring while shifting. My broth-
ers and I have not been able to
go to the agricultural fields
because they are inundated. I
used to earn at least Rs 1,500
per day," Shankar added.  Delhi
Jal Board water tanks have
been coming at least twice a
day, so water is not an issue,

according to occupants. 
"We can fill as much water

as we can and this morning.
Bread was also distributed and
for lunch, we were served rice
and aloo sabzi," said Vikas, who
works as a labourer along with
his brother Shankar on the rose
fields. 

Some tents still remain
vacant as many residents at the
Yamuna Khadar have still not
vacated their shanties, claimed
the other occupants.  "All we
pray is that the water level
should not rise further or we
won't be able to return to our
shanties. It will takes us at least
more than a month to resettle
in that case," Itwari Lal said.

His grand-daughter Lali
said she does not feel safe liv-
ing there and going to toilet is
a major hassle as no facility is
nearby. Somwati (60) said they
have lost their crops as their
agricultural lands are filled
with waters.  Nitesh (12), a class
IX student of government
school, is upset over missing his
classes. However, if things are
settled, Nitesh said he would be
able to attend classes from
tomorrow. 

"I somehow managed to
save my school bag and text
books of important subjects.
I'm eagerly waiting to get back
to my routine at the earliest," he
added. 
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A62-year-old man died
after being hit with a

brick during a drinking ses-
sion with his friend on
Monday night. The injured
was taken to hospital where
he succumbed after two days.
The incident was reported in
Mandir Marg area of New
Delhi district.

The deceased has been
identified as Jeevan while the
accused has been identified as
Mohammed Zakir, a resident
of Central Delhi’s Nabi Karim
area. Police said that both of
them used to work at a tent
house shop in Gol Market
area. 

According to a senior
police official, on Monday,
around 8.15 pm, a police con-
trol room (PCR) call was
received regarding the inci-
dent following which an
Emergency Response Vehicle

(ERV) was dispatched for the
spot. 

"The injured man was
found lying on the footpath.
He was taken to Ram
Manohar Lohia (RML) hos-
pital. Doctors told police that
the man had got severe head
injuries and was unfit for the
statement," said the police
official adding that a case
under section 308 of Indian
Penal Code (IPC) was regis-
tered at Mandir Marg Police
Station, on the basis of state-
ments given by 
witness. 

"During initial investiga-
tion, it was revealed that the
Jeevan along with the accused
Zakir were consuming alco-
hol. The duo had a alteration
over petty issue following
which the accused hit the
head of Jeevan several times
with the brick," said the police
official privy to investiga-
tion.
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Sudhanshu Sarangi, who took
charge as the Twin City

Commissioner of Police on
Wednesday from Satyajit
Mohanty, said he would lay
stress on intelligence-based
policing to curb the rising
crime graph in the twin cities
of Bhubaneswar and 
Cuttack.

Sarangi said there are sev-
eral strategies in policing like
community policing, problem
solving policing but he 
believes in intelligence-based
policing.  

Giving an example he said,
people feel assured when they
see a Police Control Room
(PCR) van in their area but the
personnel in the police van
should be able to identify the
criminals. That is intelligence-
based policing. 

He said strong action

would be taken against profes-
sional crime. For this infor-
mation should be collected
about the criminal syndicates
active in the twin city, who are
new entrants and who are
coming from outside and com-
mitting crimes. 

If there is no information
about them and their where-
abouts then it would be grop-
ing in the dark.

He said besides, curbing
crimes steps would be taken to
ensure that life in the city goes
in a smooth and 
disciplined manner. People’s
expectation is very high from
the police.  

Denizens must have a good
and friendly experience with
police who is possible if their
issues are redressed and strict
action is taken against crimi-
nals.

The Commissionerate sys-
tem was set up a decade ago

.There is a need for review and
steps should be taken accord-
ingly. 

Technology should be used
more so that people are more
benefitted.

“We are committed to
utilise technology during crime
investigation and prevention
since it is a prominent aspect of
the 5T formula of  the State
Government. 

Review of data related to
criminals and action taken
against them would be 
conducted on regular basis so
that our crime fighting
becomes more efficient,” he
added.

Steps would be taken to
separate investigations of pro-
fessional and organised crimes
from maintaining routine law
and order, said 
Sarangi and sought coopera-
tion people of the twin cities for
achieving better results.
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Onion prices are on the rise
and may leave the con-

sumers in tears in the coming
days. Due to incessant rains
and floods in onion producing
states, the prices of the bulb
have increased from �20-25 to
�35-40 per kg in the retail mar-
ket. According to onion traders,
the wholesale prices have
increased over the past 15 days
in major markets such as
Lasalgaon and Bangaluru.   

Onion was sold at �20-25
per kg till the first week of
August, But it  is now being
sold at �35-40 per kg in the
retail market in Delhi. The sud-
den price rise has made home-
makers sit up and take control
of the house budget, as onion
is an important ingredient for
cooking and serving salads.

In a move to keep onion
prices under control, the
Centre on Wednesday warned
of strict action against hoard-
ing of onion amid supply dis-

ruption fears due to floods in
parts of major growing states of
Maharashtra and Karnataka.
The ministry has also decided
to cap the retail price of onion
at Safal (a Mother Dairy outlet)
at �23.90 per kg (for Grade A
variety). Safal will receive
onions from the government
buffer at the same rate. 

Rajendra Sharma, who is
the wholesale onion supplier of
Agricultural Produce
Marketing Committee
Azadpur, said that the price is
expected to increase further in

the coming days. Sharma says
farmers mainly in Maharashtra,
who are aware of the current
situation of floods impacting
crops in Karnataka, are holding
back their produce anticipating
better prices in the days ahead.
In Delhi, wholesale rate of
onion is between �10 and 22
per kg while in Lasalgaon, the
wholesale rate is �20 per kg.

In Lasalgaon, the largest
market for onions, prices have
moved up by over 40 per cent
since early August. The
increase is over 50 per cent over

the past one month.  APMC,
Lasalgaon chairman Jaidutt
Holkar told The Pioneer that
this jump in prices will not last
long as in the next 60 days a
new crop will start arriving
from the fields.

Maharashtra is the largest
producer of onion, accounting
for a third of the country’s pro-
duce, followed by Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat,
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh.
Karnataka has the second largest
area under the bulb. Madhya
Pradesh is the second largest
producer of onions due to high-
er yields. Also the sowing was
lower in Central Karnataka due
to the delayed start of the mon-
soon and its slow progress. 

All the concerned stake-
holders, including representa-
tives of Safal, NAFED (National
Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India
Ltd) and NCCF (National
Cooperative Consumers’
Federation of India) were pre-
sent in the meeting.
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After Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s  call to

put end on single use of plas-
tic, the Ministry of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying on
Wednesday asked the AMUL
and Mother Dairy Federations
to formulate action plan/pro-
tocol to recycle milk pouches
and share with it for circulation

to other milk federations for
implementation. The Lok
Sabha Secretariat has also
banned the use of non-reusable
plastic water bottles and other
plastic items within the
Parliament complex.

At a high level meeting, the
ministry of animal husbandry
and dairying asked Major
Dairy Federations like Gujarat
Milk Federation (Amul),

Karnataka Milk Federation
(Nandini), Punjab Milk
Federation (Verka),
Maharashtra Milk Federation
(Mahanand) to encourage
reuse of plastic milk pouches,
in a campaign mode, with 3R
strategy - Reduce, Rebate and
Reuse.  The meeting also
reviewed the availability, sup-
ply, prices and export/import
issues with the milk processors. 
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The HRD Ministry on Wednesday
launched the National Initiative for

School Heads’ and Teachers’ Holistic
Advancements (NISHTHA) aimed at
training over 42 lakh teachers across the
country. The basic objective of the mas-
sive training programme is to motivate and
equip teachers to encourage and foster crit-
ical thinking in students, Union HRD
Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ said
at the launch.

“The teachers will get awareness and
develop their skills on various aspects relat-
ed to learning outcomes, competency
based learning and testing, learner-cen-
tered pedagogy, school safety and securi-
ty, personal-social qualities,” he said.

“Inclusive education, ICT in teaching-

learning, including artificial intelligence,
health and well-being, initiatives in school
education, including library, eco club,
youth club, kitchen garden, school lead-
ership qualities, environmental concerns,
pre-school, pre-vocational education and
school-based assessment in a joyful learn-

ing manner, are among the areas that will
be covered in the training,” he added.

The training will be conducted direct-
ly by 33,120 key resource persons (KRPs)
and state resource persons (SRPs) chosen
by the state and UTs, who will in turn be
trained by 120 national resource persons
identified from the National Council of
Educational Research and Training
(NCERT), National Institute of
Educational Planning and Administration
(NIEPA), KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan
(KVS), NavodayaVidyalayaSamiti (NVS),
Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) and NGOs.

Some of the features of the integrated
programme are activity-based modules,
including educational games and quizzes,
social-emotional learning, motivational
interactions, team building, etc.
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The BJP has decided to carry
out a mass awareness cam-

paign besides a special drive to
reach out to 2,000 prominent
personalities from the fields of
film, sport and academia
among others on the Centre’s
decision to abrogate Jammu
and Kashmir’s special status
under Article 370 of the
Constitution.

The party has started
working on organising a ‘Jan
Jagran Abhiyan’ (public aware-
ness campaign) on the matter
and will hold indoor meetings
at state and district levels across
the country.

In view of the assembly
elections in four states around
the corner, the party is keen to
keep the emotive issue alive
among the masses as it seeks to
draw maximum political
mileage following the decision
which, it believes, has popular
endorsement.

At the same time, the party
also wants to check the oppo-
sition’s propaganda on the
issue.

Small indoor meetings at
370 different locations across
the country with 500-1000

opinion makers at the district
level, and 35 big indoor meet-
ings having gathering of 2,000
people will be held at capitals
of all states and Union territo-
ries in the country, the party
leader said.

BJP’s top brass, including
its president and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, may also
address some of these indoor
meetings at the state level.

Besides this, a special drive
will be carried out to reach out
to 2,000 prominent personali-
ties of the country, they said.

A list of such personalities
is being prepared which will
include people from different
walks of life such as film, sport,
academia, media and legal fra-
ternity.

The party had formed a
committee to carry out this
campaign. It includes Union
Ministers Pralhad Joshi,
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
Dharamendra Pradhan and
Jitendra Singh.

Besides them, former
Union Minister Rajyavardhan
Singh Rathore, party’s MP from
Ladakh Jamyang Tsering
Namgyal and another MP
Tejaswi Surya are members of
this committee.
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Rejecting the Congress’
charge of vendetta levelled

against the Centre over the
action of probe agencies against
P Chidambaram, the BJP on
Wednesday said the Union
Government did not interfere
in the investigation and he
must face consequences for
his deeds.

“If he has done something
fishy, he must face conse-
quences. Probe agencies do
not work at the government’s
behest. They have powers to act
independently,” BJP spokesper-
son Shahnawaz Hussain said.

The Congress has strong-
ly backed Chidambaram. 

On Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s
assertion that the party will
continue to fight for truth no
matter what the consequences,
BJP IT department head Amit
Malviya took a dig at saying,
“Priyanka Vadra’s support for P
Chidambaram is quite natural.
After all she has the experience
of standing by Robert Vadra
too, who is also facing several
investigations for serious eco-
nomic offences,” 

he tweeted, in a reference
to cases of alleged corruption
against her husband.
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Packaged food in India has
been ranked lowest in terms

of its healthiness in a major
global survey of packaged
foods and drinks, an observa-
tion that should come as a
wake-up call for the govern-
ment, which is battling with
providing healthcare to increas-
ing patients of non-communi-
cable diseases such as diabetes.

The survey  — of the pack-
aged consumables of  12 coun-
tries and territories — con-
ducted by The George Institute
for Global Health showed that
India has the unhealthiest  ie
high levels of sugar, saturated fat,
salt and calories in many of the
favorite packaged food items. 

The UK tops the chart
with healthiest packaged food
followed by the USA and
Australia, says the survey con-
ducted by The George Institute
for Global Health. The study is
published in the latest issue of

‘Obesity Reviews’.
Researchers had analyzed

more than 400,000 food and
drink products from 12 coun-
tries and territories around
the world. Countries were
ranked using Australia’s Health
Star Rating system — which
measures the levels of the
nutrients such as energy, salt,
sugar, saturated fat as well as
protein, calcium and fiber and
assigns a star rating from ½
(least healthy) to 5 (the most
healthy).

India’s packaged foods and
drinks were found to be the
most energy-dense (kilojoule
content 1515 kJ/100 g) and
South African products were
least energy-dense at an aver-
age of 1044kJ/100 g. The UK
had the highest average Health
Star Rating of 2.83, followed by
the US at 2.82 and Australia at
2.81. India got the lowest rat-
ing of just 2.27 preceded by
China at 2.43 with Chile com-
ing third from bottom at 2.44. 

Lead author Dr Elizabeth

Dunford said the results were
concerning because packaged
foods and drinks are driving a
double burden of diet-related
diseases in many low — and
middle-income countries.

“Globally we’re all eating
more and more processed
foods and that’s a concern
because our supermarkets’
shelves are full of products that
are high in bad fats, sugar, and
salt and are potentially making
us sick,” she said.

Co-author Professor Bruce
Neal, Acting Executive Director
of The George Institute,
Australia said: “Billions of peo-
ple are now exposed to very
unhealthy foods on a daily
basis.  The obesity crisis is just
the first ripple of a tsunami of
dietary ill health that is coming
for us.  We have to find a way
that the food industry can
profit from selling rational
quantities of quality food,
rather than deluging us with
unhealthy junk.’’

The report notes that many

of the world’s major food and
drink manufacturers have
signed up to the International
Food and Beverage Alliance
and made pledges to reduce lev-
els of salt, sugar and harmful fat
and that these findings could
provide an impetus for com-
panies to improve the healthi-
ness of their product ranges.

Reacting to the study find-
ings, Prof Vivekanand Jha,
Executive Director of the
George Institute for Global
Health, India, said :
Policymakers and the food
industry needs to work togeth-
er to reformulate products to
reduce the ever increasing risk
of obesity and its conse-
quences.” 

More than 135 million
individuals were affected by
obesity in India while about
50.9 million people suffer from
diabetes, and this figure is like-
ly to go up to 80 million by
2025, making it the ‘Diabetes
Capital’ of the world, according
to various studies.
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Despite the Government
assuring that the interests

of workers will not be harmed,
the Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB) employees began their
one-month-long strike in
response to the call given by
three recognised Defence
Federations.  The workers are
protesting against the move to
corporatise the factories man-
ufacturing weapons and
ammunition for the armed
forces and are the oldest man-
ufacturing units in the country.
There are nearly one lakh
workers in OFB.  

Workers employed in fac-
tories in Madhya Pradesh and
West Bengal began their protest
on Tuesday followed by more
workers joining the stir on
Wednesday even as the gov-
ernment emphasised the pro-
posed corporatisation is aimed
at providing greater flexibility
in day-to-day functioning,
increased operational freedom
and autonomy in decision
making, leading to enhanced
productivity. This will enable
the Ordnance Factories to
respond faster to the futuristic
needs of the Armed Forces and
provide an impetus to the
export potential of its products.

Reports from Bhopal said

around 22,000 civilian workers
from six ordnance factories in
Madhya Pradesh have joined
the month-long nationwide
strike demanding immediate
withdrawal of the government’s
plans to ‘corporatise’ the OFB,
a union leader said on
Wednesday.  The ordnance
factories in Madhya Pradesh
are located in Jabalpur, Katni
and Itarsi.

All India Defence
Employees Federation (AIDEF)
Additional General Secretary B.
Guha Thakurta told PTI from
Jabalpur that around 82,000
workers from 41 Ordnance
Factories (OFs) across the
country have struck work since
Tuesday.

The Ministry of Defence
had earlier clarified that it had
no plan to privatise the ord-
nance factories.  Three feder-
ations of workers which have
called the strike had claimed 

that ‘corporatisation’ of the
Kolkata-headquartered organ-
isation will eventually lead to its
privatisation.

Chairman of OFB Saurabh
Kumar had said in Kolkata that
the proposed ‘corporatisation’
move by the Centre was aimed
at providing greater flexibility
in day-to-day functioning and
increasing autonomy in deci-
sion-making. 

A committee of senior offi-

cials of the defence ministry,
led by additional secretary of
the Department of Defence
Production, along with the
OFB chairman, had met the
office-bearers of the federations
on August 14 and August 16 to
discuss the matter. 

A joint press statement
issued by the three recognised
employees’ federations claimed
that talks with the ministry to
resolve the matter have failed to
reach a solution.  “The strike
commenced at 6 am on
Tuesday. It is set to continue for
one month, till September 20,
if a solution is not reached
before that.

The federations urge the
Centre to reconsider its deci-
sion to corporatise the ord-
nance factories and withdraw
the same in the interest of the
defence preparedness of our
country and also the service life
of 82,000 employees,” the state-
ment said.

Several committees, over
the past two decades, have
recommended the conversion
of ordnance factories into a
public sector company, it
claimed.  “But the ordnance
factories being war reserve and
solely dependent on the armed
forces cannot function as a
commercially viable PSU,” the
statement added.
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With the objective to have
a lean and mean Army

capable of fighting a modern
day war, the Defence Ministry
has approved the first batch of
reforms including relocation of
206 officers from the Army
Headquarters (AHQ) to oper-
ational areas, setting up of a
separate vigilance cell and hav-
ing an umbrella organisation to
focus on human rights issues.
The decision comes following
recommendation by the Army
after having four in-house stud-
ies last year.

The restructuring was
given the go-ahead during by
the Army Commanders in
October last year after Army
chief General Bipin Rawat
ordered review of the present
structure and ways and means
to make it more modern keep-
ing pace with fast changing war
fighting the world over.

The four groups also stud-
ied proposal to increase the
retiring age of Junior
Commissioned Officers (JCO)
to have trained men available
for longer period and cut down
expenditure on recruiting and
training new recruits. The

other measures on the anvil
include shifting the Rashtriya
Rifles head office from the
national capital to Northern
Command in Jammu and
Kashmir.  The Rashtriya Rifles,
a part of the Army, is counter-
insurgency force normally
functioning in the state.

Announcing Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh’s nod to
the first batch of restructuring,
officials said here on
Wednesday, 206 officers will be
shifted from the Army
Headquarters to the field and
operational areas.   This move
will address the need for filling
the crucial gaps in the opera-
tional areas.   The officers to be
relocated include three major
generals, eight brigadiers, nine
colonels and 186 Lt
Colonel/Major.

Another key approval

given by Singh is to set up a
separate vigilance cell under the
Army Chief with tri-services
representation.  At present,
the vigilance department oper-
ates through multiple agencies
and there is no single point
interface.

“An independent vigilance
cell will be made functional
under Chief of Army Staff
(COAS). Accordingly,
Additional Director General
(vigilance) will be placed
directly under the COAS for it,”
the ministry said.

The vigilance cell will have
three Colonel-level officers,
one each from Army, Indian
Air Force and Navy.

Elaborating upon the need
for having officers from the
Navy and IAFA, officials said
the vigilance branch will now
be broad based and objective.

As regards the umbrella
organisation for human rights,
they said it will be under the
Vice Chief of Army. 

Officials said it is being set
up to accord high priority to
human rights convention and
values.  A Major General rank
officer will head this organiza-
tion.

The organisation will be
nodal point to examine any
reports of violation of human
rights, officials said adding “to
enhance transparency and
ensure the best of investigative
expertise is available to the sec-
tion, a Police officer of SSP/SP
rank will be taken on deputa-
tion,” said the ministry.

Besides these measures,
some more reforms are now in
the final stages before the
defence ministry approves
them, sources said.  The four
studies pertained to restruc-
turing of AHQ, force restruc-
turing which includes creation
of Integrated Battle Groups
(IBG), cadre review of officers
and review of terms and con-
ditions of Junior
Commissioned Officers (JCO)
and Other Ranks (OR).

An official statement issued
after the Army Commanders
meet in October last year said
“the focus of the studies is
holistic integration thereby
enhancing the operational and
functional efficiency, optimise
budget expenditure, facilitate
force modernization and
address aspirations.”
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The CBI has booked NDTV,
its promoters Prannoy Roy

and wife Radhika Roy besides
former CEO Vikramaditya
Chandra and unknown public
servants for allegedly violating
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) rules between 2004 and
2010. The NDTV has denied
the CBI allegations. 

The accused entity and
individuals have been booked
on charges of criminal con-
spiracy, cheating and corrup-
tion, according to the FIR. The
agency on Wednesday con-
ducted searches at Chandra’s
residence, officials said.

Under the CBI scanner are
investments made by NCBU, a
General Electric company at
the time, in Network PLC
(NNPLC), an NDTV company
incorporated in London on
November 30, 2006. 

According to the FIR,

NNPLC allegedly got approval
from the Foreign Investment
Promotion Board (FIPB) board
in violation of FDI rules in 2009. 

NNPLC received total FDI
worth USD 163.43 million and
invested the amount in various
NDTV subsidiaries through a
web of complex transactions.

It is alleged that during
May 2004 to May 2010, NDTV
floated around 32 subsidiary
firms all over the world, most-
ly in the tax havens of Holland,
the United Kingdom, Dubai,
Malaysia and Mauritius among
others. 

The CBI said most of these
companies allegedly had no
business transaction and were
meant for financial transactions
to bring funds from abroad.

Terming the transactions a
“sham”, the agency alleged that
funds were invested by uniden-
tified public servants through
NDTV and laundered back to
India through multiple layers of

complex transactions and shell
companies.

“Proceeds of corruption of
unknown public servants was
invested through NDTV Ltd,”
it alleged.  

It is alleged that these
transactions are sham and
funds are invested by unknown
Public Servants through
NDTV Ltd and later laun-
dered back to India through
multiple layers of complex
transactions and shell compa-
nies. 

“NDTV Ltd through its
promoters viz Prannoy Roy
and Radhika Roy, KVL
Narayan Rao (since expired),
Vikramaditya Chandra had
entered into criminal conspir-
acy with unknown public ser-
vants with the object of bring-
ing tainted money of unknown
public servants through a web
of complex transactions
through the FDI route,” a CBI
Deputy SP who is the  com-

plainant in the case alleged. 
The NDTV came out with

a statement saying. “Despite a
series of cases in which the
investigation is deliberately
stalled, agencies have found no
evidence of any corruption by
NDTV. Prannoy and Radhika
Roy, the founders of NDTV, as
also the company, have coop-
erated in all matters filed
against them. 

“As part of the continued
persecution of free press, a new
CBI case has been filed about
a $150 million investment in
NDTV’s non-news business
by NBCU, then owned by
General Electric, a massive
American conglomerate. The
case makes the ludicrous
charge that the transaction,
declared to all relevant author-
ities in the US and India, laun-
dered money for unknown
public servants,” it said.

“NDTV and its founders
have full faith in India’s judi-

ciary at this crucial time and
remain committed to the
integrity of the company’s jour-
nalism. Attempts to silence
free and fair reportage through
malicious and fabricated
charges will not succeed. This
is not about a company or indi-
viduals but about a larger bat-
tle to maintain the freedom of
the press, something which
India has always been
renowned for, it added.
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ASupreme Court-appoint-
ed one-man panel, holding

inquiry into allegations of
“larger conspiracy” to frame
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi, has completed its task
and is likely to submit the
report by mid September.

Sources said Tuesday that
Justice AK Patnaik, a retired
Supreme Court judge who was
appointed by the apex court,
examined advocate Utsav Singh
Bains.

Bains had made several
allegations including fixing of
benches in the Supreme Court.

“The affidavit filed by
Bains and other documents
were examined by the panel.
Now, the panel will complete
the report and submit it to the
Supreme Court in a sealed
cover by second week of
September,” said  a source.

Justice Patnaik examined
the lawyer from 11 am to 1 pm
and his statement was record-
ed.

“The lawyer (Bains) was
examined Tuesday by the panel

for roughly two hours. He had
come to the office of Justice
Patnaik,” the sources said.

The top court had on April
25 constituted the panel to
hold inquiry into the allega-
tions of Bains and had asked
the Directors of CBI and
Intelligence Bureau (IB) as also
the Delhi Police Commissioner
to cooperate with Justice
Patnaik as and when required
by him.

A special bench headed by
Justice Arun Mishra had said
that on the completion of
inquiry, Justice Patnaik will
file a report in a sealed cover
before the court after which the
matter will be heard again.

It, however, had said the
inquiry will not deal with the
allegations of sexual harass-
ment against the CJI, levelled
by an ex-employee of the top
court.

On May 6, Gogoi had got
the clean chit from the
Supreme Court’s In-House
Inquiry Committee which
“found no substance” in the
allegations of sexual harass-
ment levelled against him.
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International diplomacy and issues are
expressed in semantics and subtle
wordsmithing that require to be care-
fully deconstructed and deciphered for
its real intent. In any dispute, contrari-

an positions are publically posited by com-
peting parties and a virtual race for endorse-
ment of either of the competing narratives
ensues. The cue to reading the reaction to con-
flicting arguments lies in the deployment of
certain keywords, expressions and tonality that
is expressed by the receiving audience at the
end of the conflicting pitches. 

In the tense and hyphenated domain of
India-Pakistan realm, the ‘K’ (Kashmir)
word dominates above all. Herein, the oper-
ative library of preferred words from New
Delhi’s perspective has been “bilateral”, “cross-
border terrorism” and “internal affairs”
among others; whereas, from Islamabad’s per-
spective, it has been “international mediation”,
“plebiscite” and “UN resolution.” Even the lan-
guage syntax, emotions and phraseology in
the war-of-words between India and Pakistan
is decidedly more escalatory, shriller and
beseeching when it emanates from Islamabad. 

Historically, irrespective of the merits
in the topical India-Pakistan arguments, the
audience would typically respond in favour
or against either of the countries — on the
basis of a certain predisposed equation and
preference. It’s only some unrelated coun-
try with negligible stakes which would occa-
sionally partake an unbiased assessment of
the arguments involved, as indeed, would
some of the multilateral formations.
Therefore, the inevitable play of certain
“blocs” or realpolitik considerations result-
ed in a pre-decided tilt at least till now.

Post the recent revocation of the “special
status” for Jammu and Kashmir as well as the
planned bifurcation of the State into two
“Union Territories”, diplomats from both sides
of the Line of Control have been expectedly
scurrying across the global capitals to posit
their respective sovereign positions. The lines
and angularities of the arguments are stan-
dard with Pakistan aggressively goading
other nations into either condemning the
Indian action or seeking mediation. As
usual, India has been posturing “bilateral”
note, defending its actions as rote “internal
matter”, whilst cuttingly alluding to the
recurring concerns of “cross-border terror-
ism.” Barring this time, the Pakistanis are
caught by surprise by the unfolding script not
toeing the usual “divide” that accompanied
Islamabad’s earlier pitches on Kashmir.
Global reaction has not only tilted heavily in
India’s favour or at best elicited bored disin-
terest and homilies but has hit a new low of
“telling silence” or “zero reaction” from the
supposed allies of Pakistan.

Undeniably, Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan had inherited a country with its
economy in shambles and a discredited sov-
ereign perception as the “terror nursery” of
the globe. With traditional allies like the US
openly castigating Islamabad for its duplici-

tous role in the terror industry
and multilateral bodies like the
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) breathing down its neck
to further “blacklist” it — Imran
Khan had gone ahead with osten-
sible “course-correction”, auster-
ity-drive and personal charm-
offensives to posture “Naya
Pakistan” onto the global stage. 

Khan made quick dashes to
China and to the Gulf
sheikhdoms and made sure that
he personally drove the visiting
Princes from Saudi Arabia, Qatar
and the UAE when they visited
his country. As money started
trickling in and the noose of cor-
ruption tightened against his
political opponents, Khan felt
even more confident of his own
position, success and that of his
country. He postured reconcilia-
tory accent (whilst still undertak-
ing a Pulwama in parallel), yet his
eye on the global map with a
changed “Naya Pakistan” was
clearly work-in-progress. 

S e r e n d i p i t o u s l y ,
Washington’s U-turn in
Afghanistan offered yet another
opportunity to Islamabad to
thaw its freeze with the US and
leverage its imminent pivot in
Kabul towards its strategic advan-
tage. Suddenly, the move by the
Indian Government to revoke
Article 370 and 35A in Jammu
and Kashmir put the worth of
“Naya Pakistan” and its global
efficacy to litmus test. Islamabad
went into yet another round of

competitive pitching vis-à-vis
India, brandishing the “K” card. 

Khan has been running from
pillar-to-post and personally call-
ing up the leaderships in the Gulf
sheikhdoms, Iran, Indonesia and
various other supposed “allies”.
He also sought an emergency
meeting at the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC). But so
far, it has come a cropper. The US,
the UN and the EU have instead
suggested “maximum restraint”
and embarrassingly so from
Pakistan’s perspective, “bilateral
resolution and engagement”. 

Reportage in Pakistan is
full of actions taken by the
Government to escalate the
issue with various Governments
but there is a virtual silence,
which is attributable directly to
the leaderships in pitched coun-
tries. Even nations like the UAE
have invoked the “bilateral”
chorus. Amid Pakistani calls for
bans, suspension of diplomatic
relations and “solidarity moves”
for ostensible concerns in
Kashmir, Saudi Arabia
announced mega deals with a
major Indian conglomerate. 

Barring China, which has
come out with its loaded state-
ments in favour of its “all-weath-
er friend” Pakistan, it continues
grappling with its own implod-
ing destiny in Hong Kong.
Basically, Pakistan remains stun-
ningly isolated and ignored.

Sabre-rattling by the
Pakistani deep state (military)

and its local political classes
notwithstanding, the reality of a
persisting trust deficit and per-
ceptions of sovereign incorrigi-
bility still abound the Pakistani
narrative. The transactional equa-
tion with China is also premised
on the strategic investments of
China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), which neces-
sitates that Islamabad remains
reciprocally mum on the fate of
Uighur repression in China. 

The recent round of tensions
between India and Pakistan has
driven home the importance of
political morality, economic rel-
evance and stability as opposed
to regressive pandering to co-reli-
giosity in forums like OIC or
charm offensives. These are clear-
ly not bankable levers in times
like this. 

While China will continue to
indulge Pakistan for its own
strategic rationale, the Pakistani
“model” is an inherent anathema
to Chinese sensibilities. Even
the US may pander to some
Pakistani whims as it will seek to
extricate itself from Afghanistan.
However, it has been the telling
silence of all the countries in the
immediate east of Pakistan that
has given a resounding wake-up
call to Islamabad to go beyond
change in nomenclature and its
insincere concerns in Kashmir.

(The writer, a military 
veteran, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry)
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Sir — The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) has rubbished
a Lancet editorial (‘Fear and
uncertainty about Kashmir’s
future’ published on August 17)
where the journal expressed con-
cerns about the mental health of
Kashmiris, saying that it had no
locus standi in the matter and that
its interference was not welcome.
It is unfortunate that the reputed
medical journal The Lancet —
founded by an English surgeon in
1823 — has committed breach of
propriety in commenting on this
political issue. This amounts to
interference in an internal matter
of the Union of India. 

The vexed Kashmir issue is a
legacy that the British Empire left
behind. The Lancet has unneces-
sarily reacted to an internal
administrative decision of the
Government of India under the
garb of concern of health of
Kashmiris. Where was it when the
Kashmiri Pandits were massacred
and driven out of Kashmir? Or
the Uighur Muslims, who are
locked away in China’s anony-
mous prisons? Did it study their
mental health, too?  At a time
when there has been a fair

amount of outrage over the dis-
ruption of India’s Independence
Day celebrations in London by a
demonstration of Pakistani
Kashmiris and a handful of
Khalistanis, such a non-medical
editorial is unwarranted.

Meghna A
New South Wales
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Sir — Utterances of Zakir Naik,
the firebrand Islamic preacher
who fled India in 2016,  are not
surprising. Reportedly, he  made
offensive remarks about the loy-
alty of Malaysian Hindus, a

minority group. He was rightly
gagged for his exertions. As a
matter of fact, Malaysia did not
invite him but he sought asylum
over there, which was granted to
him along with citizenship. 

He embarrassed the
Government by calling the
Chinese “old guests” and asked

them to return to their land.
Naik is known for making inflam-
matory speeches and is also the
most wanted man in India for sev-
eral money laundering cases.
While the Malaysian Government
has currently banned him from
making public speeches, it should
take appropriate action against
him. If charges against him are
upheld, his permanent residency
status could be revoked. This
bodes well for India.

SC Panda
Bhubaneswar
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Sir — The man behind some of
Hindi cinema’s most celebrated
melodies is no more. Khayyam
sahib was truly a musical magician.
Unlike today’s composers, who
lack skill to fuse Hindustani classi-
cal music with Indian film music,
Khayyam was an expert with a
midas touch. Even today, the sweet
melodies of Khayyam from films
like Kabhie Kabhie, Noorie and
Bazaar stir the soul of listeners.

M Pradyu 
Hyderabad
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The Indian Defence Minister’s recent
statement, anticipating a possible change
in India’s nuclear policy in the future, is

open to interpretation, and what it means for
its nuclear doctrine in coming times is contin-
gent on how the contours of India’s conven-
tional escalation with its neighbour Pakistan
shapes up. 

The statement by Rajnath Singh signals a
facile if not deep thought within the Narendra
Modi Government for some time now on the
need to revise India’s No First Use (NFU) pol-
icy, especially when seen as a corollary to the
former Defence Minister, the late Manohar
Parrikar’s statement in 2016 about being open
to revision of India’s NFU policy. 

Rajnath Singh’s recent statement on NFU
seems only a step forward, as unlike previous-
ly, it does not come with “personal opinion”
caveat. 

India first adopted a NFU policy after its
second nuclear tests at Pokhran in 1998. Soon
after, in August 1999, the Indian government
released a draft of the doctrine which asserts
that nuclear weapons were solely for deterrence
and that India would as a nation pursue a pol-
icy of “retaliation only.” 

The document also maintains that India
“will not be the first to initiate a nuclear first
strike, but will respond with punitive retalia-
tion should deterrence fail” and that decisions
to authorise the use of nuclear weapons
would be made by the Prime Minister or his
‘designated successor(s)’.

That the Defence Minister’s NFU comment
came in Pokhran, the site of the 1998 nuclear
tests, gives wings to speculation. It also comes
days within the Modi Government’s decision
to change the status of Jammu and Kashmir,
but most noticeably, amidst an ongoing diplo-
matic and cross-border escalation with
Pakistan.

If this is any indication, it shows that the
rungs of conventional escalation between
India and Pakistan may be reaching the fag end,
and the Indian government wants to come out
of the retaliation-counter-retaliation cycle
with a conventionally inferior power, which is
on a quest to gain conventional parity with
India. Pakistan’s constant threat of battlefield
nuclear weapons further complicates India’s
conventional superiority gap assessment vis-
à-vis Pakistan, setting foundations of a strate-
gically revisionist thought process within
India. 

Chances of nuclear policy revision seem
more plausible in the light of the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) historical assessments
about making India a credible nuclear power
through a directly proportional relationship
between the country’s political will to revise its
nuclear policy and deterrence-based postur-
ing. 

The Vajpayee Government’s decision to
conduct the 1998 nuclear tests and project
India as a credible nuclear power is a case in
point. The Pokhran link to Rajnath Singh’s
comments further underpins this government’s
conviction about the aforementioned propor-
tionality.

The Defence Minister’s assertion has

reignited the debate on the need for
India’s nuclear policy revision but
whether it means that India is ready for
a change in its NFU policy and will
move to a First Use (FU) strategy is
debatable. 

Currently, there are various techno-
logical and financial constraints for
New Delhi in erecting an effective first
strike capability against Pakistan or
China. A credible FU nuclear strike
capability, before anything, would
require significant investments in
Command, Control, Communications,
Computer, Intelligence, Surveillance,
and Reconnaissance (C4ISR) and
Target Acquisition (TA) capabilities.
The essence of FU strike capability is
pre-emption and accuracy, and would
require an unfailing intelligence and
shorter time-gap in the readiness
sequence: passing of intelligence, civil-
military decision-making, mating
weapons with warheads, leading to final
pre-empting strike on the enemy. 

India’s first strike aspirations also
face structural constraints, particular-
ly apropos the decision-making para-
digm that exists as of now. The civil-
military gap in India’s strategic forces
decision-making is deliberately made
to create a non-provocative yet puni-
tively reassuring second strike stance
towards the enemy and, most impor-
tantly, to avert any rash decision lead-
ing to catastrophe. Such a doctrinal pos-
ture makes a lot of sense when viewed
in the light of India’s non-alignment
past, but is increasingly losing curren-
cy in the eyes of a revisionist govern-
ment and a rallying nation.

India’s current civil-military gap is

ideal for a country with a NFU policy.
It’s a purposeful decoupling to mandate
civilian supremacy in strategic decision-
making and create checks and balances.
In direct contrast to this, the FU force
structure would possibly require an
ever-vigilant and ready strategic posture
with quick and decisive calls for action
when needed, which in turn would
need a smaller gap between the civil-
ian go-ahead and the military’s final
call, leading to the targeting and firing
of the weapons with nuclear warheads. 

New Delhi’s lessening of the civil-
military gap can be seen in the context
of the government’s recent decision to
appoint a Chief of Defence Staff (CDS),
a five-star General with possibly a
Cabinet rank whose role would super-
sede the three armed forces chiefs. 

The centralization of power
through the office of the CDS will not
only consolidate general decision-mak-
ing in one office, but is likely to reduce
intra-forces rivalry on issues of budget
and government favourability between
the three wings of the armed forces. 

In the strategic context and in rela-
tion to the country’s nuclear force pos-
ture, the office of the CDS is likely to
be more in tune with its FU strategy
than it will be with its current NFU
strategy. As such, the Defence Minister’s
statement hinting at a possible revision
of India’s nuclear strategy could also be
seen in the context of India’s decision
to appoint a CDS. 

While it is unlikely that India will
go for a doctrinal alteration anytime
soon, it could serve as an extremely
potent plank to fight the next general
elections in 2024.  Given the kind of

investments needed for readying a FU
force structure, a revision anytime
soon will be difficult. 

However, to the extent that deter-
rence behavior in nuclear states is as
much psychologically induced as it is
from concrete, stated and factored
capabilities, the Defence Minister’s
statement has caused visible concerns
in Pakistan.

Locating India’s overall NFU strat-
egy, its force posture towards hostile
neighbours, the number of warheads
and the escalatory potential in a com-
parative context, paints a picture of a
benign nuclear giant. 

Doing away with NFU will repaint
this picture, besides possibly affecting
stability in the region. 

That is a price this government is
considering to pay in the light of New
Delhi’s increasing fatigue with a rapid-
ly lessening conventional gap with
Pakistan, especially with Pakistan’s
increasing tendency to factor Tactical
Nuclear Weapons (TNW) within con-
ventional escalation spectrum, and
with the solidifying China-Pakistan
axis.

If Balakot lowered the threshold for
India’s conventional response to
Pakistan and altered the nature of
response, a doctrinal shift from NFU
to FU might go a long way in ushering
an altered deterrence-induced behav-
iour in Pakistan, hopefully leading to
a better future for bilateral ties between
India and Pakistan. 

(The writer is Visiting Fellow at the
Stimson Center in Washington D.C &
Deputy Director Kalinga Institute for
Indo-Pacific Studies)
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Grasslands across the globe,
especially in India, have
played a silent but stellar role

in reining in the process of climate
change. But according to a study by
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences (PNAS) jour-
nal, climate change, pollution and
various environment alterations
across the globe are changing their
identity. One of the key contributions
made by grasslands is their incon-
spicuous role in containing carbon
levels in the atmosphere. It is this
storage capacity for carbon that
makes grasslands effective warriors
against climate change.

Nearly, 30 per cent of the world’s
carbon is stored in these grasslands,

which makes them crucial in com-
bating climate change. But their
ecology is shifting due to human
activities, says a new study. 

The PNAS team conducted 105
experiments in different grasslands
around the world. Each experiment
focussed on particular global change
factors like rising carbon dioxide,
hotter temperatures and drought.
Grasslands showed resilience to
these factors in the first ten years of
exposure, after that their species
began to alter, the study said. 

Half of the PNAS experiments,
lasting ten years or more, showed a
change in the number of species in
grasslands. The study also found that
their identity can change rapidly
without a reduction in the number of
plant species but due to the change
in individual plants. Even though the
grasslands are resilient towards glob-
al change for around ten years, they
are vulnerable due to the fast pace of
global change. 

Increasingly, the scientific com-
munity across the world is forming
the opinion that the role of grasslands
needs to be acknowledged. They

should be protected from human
intervention so as to arrest their
degradation. They occupy more
than 40 per cent of all the ice-free
land in the world. These assets of
nature have sustained humans for the
past 300 million years — right from
the time when the first homo sapi-
ens appeared in Africa. They also
provide food and shelter to various
other species, including zebras and
giraffes. 

Closer home, grasslands happen
to be the least understood habitat of
nature. There is also a paucity of
effective studies on their efficacy.
Still, the fact that they play a pivotal

role in keeping a check on climate
change cannot be ignored. 

Grasslands in India share their
existence with some trees, shrubs and
herbs. They are found at various alti-
tudes and in various geographical
regions under different climatic con-
ditions. 

Thus, grasslands are also found
in altitudes higher than 2,100
metres where the temperature is
cold. Some are found at an altitude
between 150 to 300 metres where
the temperature is warm. Apart
from the climatic conditions where
the grasslands exist, there are other
variants, mainly five major types.

Each of these has its own character-
istic. The most widespread grass-
land in India are the Imperata
type. Our country has no dearth of
diversity of greens but there is cer-
tainly a shortage of robust policies
to protect them against human
exploitation. This usually happens
when grasslands are misrepresent-
ed as barren lands and usurped by
land sharks and land mafia. 

In a country where standing
trees in a forest are being felled to
encroach land, grasslands naturally
don’t stand a chance. But matters such
as these are of public knowledge. This
is why it is even more puzzling that
the National Green Tribunal (NGT)
or even the Central Government has
not come out with a forceful protec-
tion policy.

The apathy can be judged from
the fact that semi-arid open areas are
now being classified as wastelands,
leaving them vulnerable to human
intervention and encroachments.
These so-called wastelands are, in
fact, grasslands but neither are they
given due recognition nor proper
classification. The Government must

not shift the burden of land require-
ment to cater to a burgeoning pop-
ulation onto the grasslands by label-
ing them as wastelands. Unless we
course-correct, we will lose many
hectares of grasslands forever.

Additionally, the wildlife that is
found on these grasslands needs to
be recognised and categorised so that
it get chances for survival. Currently,
there is little or no study or data avail-
able for the rich flora and fauna avail-
able in India. The Government must
also increase awareness and recog-
nise the support of indigenous local
people so that India can benefit from
their efforts to conserve grasslands.
In order to do this, we must take a
cue from other nations where vast
savannahs have been respected and
conserved over centuries. The meth-
ods and systems followed by these
countries are in public domain and
available to be implemented in the
Indian context. Grasslands are the life
breath in the fight against climate
change. They must be protected
and conserved.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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There is no one in the Tamil
Nadu Congress Committee

or in Shivaganga who are not
happy with the Delhi High
Court order refusing to enter-
tain the anticipatory bail appli-
cation filed by former Union
Finance and Home Minister P
Chidambaram who is always
portrayed as the party’s strong-
man  in the State.

“All good things have to
come to an end and this is what
has happened to Chidambaram
and his family,” a senior
Congress leader in TNCC  told
The Pioneer. The former Finance
Minister who was the country’s
Home Minister for fairly long
time is one of the most unpop-
ular politician in Tamil Nadu,
said the Congress leader who
did not want his name to be
quoted for obvious reasons.

“You have been writing
about the weakness of the
Congress in Tamil Nadu for
quite some time.
Chidambaram is the root cause
of the pathetic situation of the
party in Tamil Nadu. He is
always known as a weekend
politician and has no accept-
ability among the people of the
State,” disclosed the leader.

S Rangaraj, author and
proprietor  of Rare Books, said
Chidambaram could be
described as a paper tiger . “It

is the media in Tamil Nadu
which portrayed him as the
State’s strongman. For
Chidambaram, what matters is
his family and nothing more
than that,”  said  Rangaraj.

The electorate in
Shivaganga, the home con-
stituency of  Chidambaram ,
said  has alienated the voters
because of his arrogance and
intimidating nature. “He did
not contest the 2014 Lok sabha
election fearing defeat. Please
remember that he manipulat-
ed to get elected to the Upper
House from Maharashtra
because of his close association
with Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi,” said Rangaraj.

Narayanan Thiruppati, the
BJP spokesman said the  soli-
darity shown by some of the
senior Congress leaders in New
Delhi was just a façade. “In the
heart of their hearts, all of them
are happy because it is an open
secret that Chidambaram’s
antecedents are not above the
board. He camouflages his
crimes with the help of that
idiomatic English with which
he hopes to hoodwink the
public,” said Narayanan.

Chidambaram’s woes are
far from over. He has to appear
before the Madras High Court
on August 30 to face the cross
examination  in an election
petition filed against him by the
AIADMK candidate immedi-
ately after 2009 LS election. 

New Delhi: Khadi and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC) which is in the fore-
front of popularising Khadi has come out
with a novel way to bestow dignity on the
humble ‘mochi’. Acting on the principles
of Mahatma Gandhi and call of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, KVIC  has
decided to give recognition  to the peo-
ple from the marginalised shoe-making
community popularly known as Mochi. 

In this first kind of such initiatives in
the country, the KVIC decided to re-chris-
ten ‘mochi’ as ‘Charm Chikitsak’ at the train-
ing programme at the KVIC’s e Gandhi
Darshan premises in Delhi on Wednesday.

When KVIC Chairman Vinai Kumar
Saxena addressed the inaugural session of
100 leather artisan trainees of Delhi as
‘Charm-Chikitsak’, some of the shoe-
makers broke into tears. For 60-year-old
Ramsevak, it was simply unbelievable . 

“We are getting a sense of recognition
and security with this encouraging
address of the KVIC Chairman, 
what we have not ever dreamt of in our
lives,” he said.

Saxena said that KVIC had always
shown its commitment to uplift the social
and economic status of the marginalized
communities. “After the overwhelming
success in Kumhar Sashaktikaran Scheme,
we planned to launch this Leather Artisans
Development Scheme, in which small time
shoe-makers, mostly sitting on footpaths
- polishing and repairing shoes and chap-
pals, from all corners of the country, would
first be given proper training and then
modern Shoe-tools Kit worth Rs 5,000.
The kits will be  equipped with all neces-
sary articles needed to cure and beautify
shoes and chappals,” he said.

Saxena said earlier this month, 50
artisans of Sirohi district — one of the
aspirational districts identified by the
Neeti Aayog — in Rajasthan had been
given training with the Shoe-tool Kits. 

“We hope to distribute at least 10,000
such kits among our ‘charm-chikistak’ by
the end of this year,” he added. PNS
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In further boost to the ruling
Shiv Sena ahead of the

Maharashtra Assembly polls,
sitting Congress MLA Nirmala
Gavit on Wednesday joined the
Sena in the presence of its pres-
ident Uddhav Thackeray.

In a development that came
four days after former MLA
Dhanraj Haribahu Mahale —
who had quit the Shiv Sena and
joined the NCP and contested
the recent Lok Sabha polls  —
returned to the Sena, Nirmala
joined the Shiv Sena.

Welcoming Mrs Gavit into
his party, Uddhav said that with
Gavit’s entry to the Sena 
would strengthen the party in
Nashik district of northern
Maharashtra.  

A sitting Congress MLA
from Igatpuri, Nirmala is the
daughter of veteran congress-
man from north Maharashtra.

Nirmala, who had ten-
dered her resignation to State
Assembly Speaker Haribhau
Bagade on Tuesday, had said
that she was quitting the
Congress and resigning as an
MLA to ensure development in
his constituency.

Nirmala’s entry to the Shiv
Sena came amid speculation
that the Congress’ former min-
ister and sitting MLA from
Indapur Harshvardhan Patil
might also join the BJP.

The Shiv Sena and BJP
have been poaching leaders
from the Congress and NCP in
recent months in the run-up to
the State Assembly polls.

First, it was NCP’s former
minister and once Pawar’s
close-confidant Jaydutta
Kshirsagar from Beed district
in Marathwada who quit the
NCP and joined the Shiv Sena
on May 22, 2019. later on July
10, sitting MLA from Shahpur
Pandurang Barora quit the
NCP and entered the Sena.
Later, NCP’s Mumbai unit pres-
ident Sachin Ahir quit the
party and joined the ruling Shiv
Sena on July 25.

Subsequently, former MLA
Dhanraj Haribahu Mahale —
who had quit the Shiv Sena and
joined the Sharad Pawar-led
party and contested 
the recent Lok Sabha polls
from Dindori constituency —
had returned to the Sena 
on Friday. 

The Sena might field him
as its candidate from Dindor in
the State Assembly polls.  

Similarly, the NCP’s three
sitting MLAs Shivrajendra
Bhosale (Satara), Vaibhav
Pichad (Akole in Ahmednagar
district) and Sandeep Naik
(Airoli in Navi Mumbai) and
Congress’ sitting MLA Kalidas
Kolumbar (Wadala in south-
central Mumbai) joined the
BJP on July 31, 2019.
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After the Opposition Congress and
NCP, the ruling Shiv Sena on

Wednesday came out in support of MNS
chief Raj Thackeray on Wednesday, a day
ahead of his appearance before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) for ques-
tioning in connection with a loan default
probe case.

A day after the MNS chief said that he
would “honour” the summons issued to
him by the ED and exhorted his party
workers to maintain calm and restraint on
August 22, Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray threw his weight behind his
cousin Raj,  by saying that he did not think
anything would come in the case in which
the latter was investigated.

At a news conference convened to wel-
come sitting Congress MLA Nirmala
Gavit into his party, Uddhav reacted to the
news reports about the summons issued by
Raj in a loan default case and said: “I don’t
think anything will come out in tomorrow’s
questioning ( of Raj Thackeray)”.     

Reacting to the Sena president’s com-
ment, MNS spokesperson Sandip
Deshpande — who had earlier dubbed the
ED’s summons to his party president as an
“act of vendetta” — said, “All the people in
the state are aware that there is nothing to
the case. I am confident that my president
will unscathed from this case”.

The Opposition Congress and NCP
leaders had earlier slammed the BJP-led
NDA Government for “misusing” the
investigating agencies to “target” its critics.
They had said that Raj was being “target-
ed” as he had campaigned against the
Narendra Modi Government in the recent
Lok Sabha polls.

Raj, it may be recalled, had also
brought the Opposition parties together on
one platform on the issue of Electronic

Voting Machines (EVMs) and demanded
that instead of EVMs, ballot papers be used
to hold the State Assembly polls in
Maharashtra.      

The ED is investigating the alleged
irregularities in the IL&FS’s loans and
investments worth over Rs 860 crore in M/s
Kohinoor CTNL, a company funded by
former Maharashtra CM Manohar Joshi’s
son Unmesh Joshi.

M/s Kohinoor CTNL has been under
ED scanner for being a prominent default-
er of IL&FS, amounting to an estimated 
Rs 135 crore.

Unmesh along with son along with
IL&FS and Raj Thackeray-owned
Matoshree Construction had in 2005
jointly had made a  bid and bought for the
NTPC’s Kohinoor Mill’s 4.8-acre proper-
ty for Rs 421 crore.

In 2008, the IL&FS reneged from the
deal and surrendered its shares 
for only Rs 90 crore, as against an invest-
ment of Rs 225 crore made in M/s
Kohinoor CTNL. Following the IL &FS’s
exit, Raj exited from the venture after sell-
ing his shares.

In a statement put out in Marathi and
English through his official twitter handle,
Raj had said on Tuesday that like he did
several other cases registered 
against him in the past, he would “honour”
the summons issued to him and asked his
party  workers not to come anywhere 
near the investigation agency’s office on
Thursday.

Miffed by the summons issued to their
party president, the MNS workers had ear-
lier threatened to storm the ED when Raj
responds to its summons on Thursday. 

It had also called for a bandh in a satel-
lite city of Mumbai, on August 22, 
in protest against the summons issued by
the ED.   

Following Raj’s appeal to its workers to
maintain calm, the MNS has called off its
plans to take out a morcha to ED on
Thursday and also withdrew its bandh call
in Thane.

Srinagar: It was an emotional
reunion for Imran Ahmad with
his family. The 32-year-old
sells Kashmir handicrafts in
Mumbai and returned home to
Hawal here on Monday.

He had been unable to get
in touch with his family in
Kashmir since a fortnight, after
security curbs and a commu-
nication blockade was imposed
in the state following the scrap-
ping of Article 370 that grant-
ed special status to Kashmir
within the Indian union. 

Ahmad broke down on
seeing his ageing parents, and
tightly hugged his two and
three year old nephews. 

He is getting married next
week. But the communication
blackout has complicated his
wedding arrangements. While
most weddings in Kashmir

stand cancelled given the situ-
ation, Ahmad does not intend
to do so. Instead, he plans to
have low key celebrations. 

“Life has become too diffi-
cult without communication.
In a sad situation like this, how
can one even think of celebra-
tion? It is going to be a very
simple affair,” said Ahmad. 

Ahmad’s neighbours are
also angry. “This has never
happened in Kashmir, we have
been caged,” lamented Ghulam
Mohiuddin.

Others said the gag order
was only fuelling anger. “It is
triggering frustration in
Kashmir and is a great provo-
cation for the people,” said
Mohammad Hafeez.

The Government calls the
communication blockade
“temporary” and has promised

restoration of all landline con-
nections. “Out of 96,000 land-
lines in the state, 73,000 have
started functioning,” said
Government spokesperson
Rohit Kansal.

But some like Abdul
Majeed, a resident of
Firdousabad in Batamlloo area
of Srinagar, complain that the
landlines which were restored
a couple of days ago, have
stopped working altogether.

“It is a joke, the landlines
were restored in our 
area but were snapped in a mat-
ter of few hours. The radio
silence is becoming unbear-
able,” he said.

The Government says it is
abreast of the situation and the
matter is being taken up with
service provider BSNL for
quick redressal. IANS

Srinagar: In a significant devel-
opment, the J&K Government
has decided to accord Minister
of State status to its two may-
ors. Junaid Azim Mattu is cur-
rently mayor of Srinagar while
Chander Mohan Gupta is
mayor of Jammu.

With this status, both Mattu
and Gupta will enjoy expanded
power and will be able to take
executive decisions. As mayors,
their roles and responsibilities
were restricted to their munic-
ipal jurisdiction. 

Typically, a mayor is con-
sidered a ceremonial authori-
ty with limited power and state
governments with all the
resources continue to take most
critical decisions.

Recently, after the abroga-
tion of Article 370, the Centre
bifurcated the valley state into

two union territories — Jammu
& Kashmir with an Assembly
and Ladakh without one.

The Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Bill was passed
on August 5 in the Rajya Sabha
and then in the Lok Sabha. 

The controversial Article
370 allowed special status to
Jammu & Kashmir for over 70
years. Barring matters related to
defence, foreign affairs, com-
munications and other matters
which were specified in the
Instrument of Accession of
Jammu & Kashmir, the Centre
required the approval of the State
Government for other laws. 

Life in the Valley is gradu-
ally returning to normal. While
offices and schools re-opened
on Monday, landline phone
connections have been largely
restored. IANS

New Delhi: The Information &
Broadcasting (I&B) Ministry is
planning several incentives for
film and television produc-
tion companies to take their
projects to Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh.

As part of the massive
development push for the
region by the Government, the
I&B Ministry has held closed
door consultations with repre-
sentatives of the entertainment
industry to chalk out a plan to
encourage them to look at the
region as a viable centre. 

Among the proposals on
table is a corporate package for
production houses keen to visit
J&K and Ladakh with their
units for shooting films and
television serials. 

The Government is also
open to amend the radio guide-

lines for setting up new FM sta-
tions in the region. Currently,
small number of private FM
channels are operating in Valley.
A capital investment for erect-
ing new screens in the region is
also on the cards along with
developing other infrastructure
required for film making. 

Sources said after taking
inputs from the stake holders,
the government will roll out it’s
incentive plan so that the

region, known for it’s beautiful
locations, is used extensively for
film production. The film
crews had almost stopped
shooting in the region since the
early 1990s when militancy
destroyed peace in the Valley. 

After the abrogation of
Article 370 and reorganisa-
tion of the state, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had appealed
to film makers to see J& and
Ladakh as potential work areas. 

The Prime Minister had
appealed to the representa-
tives of Hindi, Tamil and
Telugu entertainment industry
to look at Jammu and Kashmir
as a destination for their pro-
jects. Walking the talk, the
government now wants to meet
all the infrastructure demands
of the industry to smoothen
bottlenecks. IANS
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DMK chief MK Stalin on Wednesday backed
Congress leader P Chidambaram, facing

action in a money laundering case related to
INX Media, and accused the BJP-led central
Government of pursuing political vendetta.

“As regards this issue, I have clearly learnt
that these (actions) are happening due to polit-
ical vendetta,” Stalin, whose party has 
an alliance with Congress in Tamil Nadu, told
reporters at the DMK headquarters ‘Anna
Arivalayam’ here.

Responding to queries, the DMK leader
said, “Chidambaram is a legal expert. He will
for sure face the case legally.” 

As many as 14 parties will take part in a
protest in Delhi to be held by DMK on
Thursday, seeking the release of leaders under
detention in Kashmir, he said.

The Congress has defended Chidambaram,
with Rahul Gandhi accusing the Government
of using probe agencies and the media to “char-
acter assassinate” the former Finance Minister.

��-���"
��-
���� �*�� 

While stray incidents of
stone pelting are still

being reported from parts of
Srinagar, the overall situation in
Kashmir Valley is gradually
showing signs of improvement.
The security grid lifted restric-
tions from Lal Chowk area  on
Wednesday permitting local
residents to  move around
freely. Markets in the area,
however, remained closed and
scanty traffic was witnessed
during the day. 

In Baramulla, a joint team
of security forces eliminated a
Lashkar-e- Tayyeba (LeT) ter-
rorist identified as Momin
Gojri in an overnight opera-
tion. A Sub-Inspector of State
Police and a Special Police
officer (SPO) received serious
injuries in the gunfight. 

According to police
spokesman, SPO identified as

Bilal Ahmad succumbed to
his injuries while SI Amardeep
Parihar is undergoing treat-
ment in the Army hospital.

On the Line of Control,
Pakistani Army initiated  fresh
ceasefire violation in
Sunderbani sector of Rajouri
around  3.45 pm. 

In response, Indian Army
gave befitting reply. 

DIG Central  Kashmir VK
Birdi told reporters  in Srinagar,
“No major law and order inci-
dent  was reported from any-
where in Kashmir Valley. He
said, all those areas where
relaxations was given behaved
normally”. He said, in few
pockets stray incidents of stone
pelting were reported and they
were dealt with appropriately
by the law and order machin-
ery on ground”. 

Local reporters, while
referring to incidents of con-
tinuous stone pelting in differ-

ent parts of Srinagar had asked
him whether more arrests were
made to contain the situation,
DIG VK Birdi maintained,
“Law and order machinery is
handling the situation and
monitoring it very closely on

ground zero”.
Director General of Police

Shri Dilbag Singh on
Wednesday said effective ini-
tiatives have been taken to
bring all round improvement in
the law and order situation in

the Valley to ensure security of
the people. He said stringent
action will be taken against
those disrupting peace and
creating panic among masses. 

Earlier, DGP attended the
wreath laying ceremony of

martyr SPO Bilal Ahmad
Magray who was martyred
during the Ganai Hamam,
Baramulla encounter. 

Meanwhile, addressing
routine Press conference,
Director Information & Public

Relations, Dr Syed Sehrish
Asgar told reporters, “With
the opening of middle schools
across Kashmir Valley, the
teachers’ attendance was
recorded at 60-80 per cent and
Government offices also wit-
nessed 90 per cent attendance
on Wednesday.”

She said the attendance of
students also improved over the
past two days. On Wednesday,
the school education depart-
ment in Kashmir claimed
around 774 middle schools
were thrown open in areas
where primary schools were
functioning since Monday.   

Director School Education
Kashmir, Muhammad Younis
Malik read out a detailed report
claiming  districts of  Kulgam,
Bandipora and Ganderbal are
showing marked improvement
in terms of attendance in
schools.

The presser was also

informed that hospitals, banks
are functionally normally,
besides ATMs, transport, and
other services are adequately
operating across the State. They
said review meetings are being
held at district and divisional
level for harvesting and to
transport of horticulture pro-
duce to other places. Chief
Secretary BVR Subrahmanyam
himself reviewed the trans-
port facilities and establishment
of mandies across the Valley.
There was no shortfall of trans-
port facilities, the officials
informed. 

The Government urges
people not to believe in
rumours in this regard, the
presser was told.

They also said there was no
law and order incident report-
ed from any area in 
Jammu and no major law and
order incident from Kashmir
was reported.

,���������������	��"����	���	��������������


������������������������ ����	�������������	���������$���� �-�� �!���� 
'�� ����� ��

��������	����� ����$��������������	����������������#����	��	� !����
!��
����������������� �-�� �!���� �'�� ����� ��

���
� !
����� �$$�%
���	�����
�:��� � ��&9��;:<�	��%��


6;5�2��
�����
	�0��
	
�
�	�
���
	�0����	

����2���)����	������
�2�	�-��-�����;�*����

�����	������
�����
 �#����������������
��! ����� �
�����=��	��

�����
���"	�"����
������
���	���)�<������9�1��	�����	
/�&����� ���� �����$

������ ���� $� ��	��-


�� ��$-���$����	�	
�� �
��
�����
������
��$����� !���

!��
�������	
�
������3�	�

���
�����0*-�<���	��
	����

�
���������	�����������3
����	�	��6%�2��
���
���	���������

������
��	



������  �!�"#$%�&  ��""$! ''(�')*+ �
�����*

�
���� + �047�

In what can be termed as a
near-total revamp of the Yogi

Adityanath Government, 23
new Ministers were sworn in
on Wednesday at the Raj
Bhawan by Governor
Anandiben Patel.

The newly inducted min-
isters include six Cabinet
Ministers, six Ministers of State
with Independent charge and
11 Ministers of State.

The most significant aspect
of Wednesday’s reshuffle is that
majority of the newly inducted
ministers are first timers with
almost no administrative expe-
rience. Yogi Adityanath will
face an uphill task in making
these ministers perform.

Four Ministers of State,
who held Independent charge,

have been promoted as Cabinet
Ministers.

The Cabinet Ministers,
who were sworn in are
Mahendra Singh, Bhupendra

Chaudhary, Anil Rajbhar,
Suresh Rana, Kamal Rani and
Ram Naresh Agnihotri. Except
for Kamal Rani and Ram
Naresh Agnihotri, the remain-

ing four have been elevated.
Those sworn in as

Ministers of State with
Independent charge are Kapil
Dev, Ashok Katehria, Neelkanth
Tiwari, Ravindra Jaiswal, Shri
Ram Chauhan and Satish
Dwiwedi — the latter had
defeated former Speaker Mata
Prasad Pandey in 2017.

Neelkanth Tiwari, who has
been given Independent charge,
and Ravindra Jaiswal both
belong to Varanasi, which is
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
parliamentary constituency.

The 11 Ministers of State
are Anil Sharma, Mahesh
Gupta, Anand Swarup Shukla,
Vijay Kashyap, Giriraj Singh
Dharmesh, Lakhan Singh
Rajput, Nilima Katiyar,
Chaudhary Udaybhan Singh,
Chandrika Prasad Upadhyaya,

Rama Shankar Singh Patel and
Ajit Singh Pal.

Of the 23 new ministers
inducted — six are Brahmins,
four Thakurs, three Vaishyas
and 10 Dalits. Western Uttar
Pradesh has been given a size-
able representation in the
council of ministers.

A surprise development
was that names of Pankaj Singh,
son of Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Vijay Bahadur Pathak,
party General Secretary and
Ashish Patel (Apna Dal) were
dropped at the last minute.

The dropping of Ministers
including Chetan Chauhan,
Swati Singh and Mukut Bihari
Varma was also deferred, fol-
lowing a late night meeting
between the Chief Minister,
party State President Swatantra
Dev Singh and Sangh leaders.
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ISRO on Wednesday said it has
performed the second lunar-

bound orbit maneuver for
Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft thatis
currently in the lunar orbit for
its rendezvous with the Moon.

All spacecraft parameters
are normal, the Bengaluru
headquartered space agency
said after the maneuver.

“Second Lunar bound orbit
maneuver for Chandrayaan-2
spacecraft was performed suc-
cessfully today (August 21,
2019) beginning at 1250 hrs
IST as planned, using the
onboard propulsion system.

The duration of the
maneuver was 1228seconds.
The orbit achieved is 118 km x
4412 km,” ISRO said. 

The next Lunar bound
orbit maneuver is scheduled on
August 28, 2019 between 0530-
0630 hrs IST. In a major mile-
stone for India’s second Moon
mission, the Chandrayaan-2
spacecraft successfully entered
the lunar orbit on Tuesday by
performing Lunar Orbit
Insertion (LOI) maneuver.

There will be three more
orbit manoeuvres to make the
spacecraft enter into its final
orbit passing over the lunar
poles at a distance of about 100
km from the Moon’s surface.

ISRO has said subsequent-
ly the lander will separate-
from the Orbiter (on
September 2) and enter into a
100 km X30 km orbit around
the Moon. Then it will perform
a seriesof complex braking
maneuvers to soft land in the
South polarregion of the Moon
on September 7, 2019.

ISRO Chairman K Sivan
has said the proposedsoft-land-
ing on the Moon is going to be
a “terrifying” momentas it is
something ISRO has not done
before, where as LOI 
maneuver was successfully car-
ried out during the
Chandrayaan-1 mission.

The health of the spacecraft
is being continuously monitored
from the Mission Operations
Complex (MOX) at ISRO
Telemetry, Tracking and
Command Network (ISTRAC)
in Bengaluru with support from
Indian Deep Space Network
(IDSN) antennas at Bylalu, near
Bengaluru, the space agency has
said. India’s Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle, GSLV
MkIII-M1 had successfully
launched the 3,840-kg
Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft into
the earth’s orbit on July 22.

Following the landing, the
rover ‘Pragyan’ will rollout from
lander ‘Vikram’ and carry out
experiments on thelunar surface

for a period of one lunar day,
which is equal to14 earth days.

The mission life of the
lander is also one lunar day,
while the orbiter will continue
its mission for a year. The
orbiter carries eight scientific
payloads for mapping the lunar
surface and study the exos-
phere (outer atmosphere) of the
Moon while the lander carries
three scientific payloads to
conduct surface and subsurface
science experiments.

The rover carries two pay-
loads to enhance the under-
standing of the lunar surface.
India’s second lunar expedition
— would shed light on a com-
pletely unexplored section of the
Moon, its South Polar region.

According to ISRO, the mis-
sion objective of Chandrayaan-
2 is to develop and demonstrate
the keytechnologies for end-to-
end lunar mission capability,
including soft-landing and rov-
ing on the lunar surface. 

On the science front, this
mission aims to further expand
the knowledge about the moon
through a detailed studyof its
topography, mineralogy, surface
chemical composition, ther-
mo-physical characteristics and
atmosphere, leading to a better
understanding of the origin
and evolution of the moon, the
space agency had said.

����� �54�*+ $ 

Aday after the expansion of
the Karnataka Cabinet

with the induction of 17
Ministers, discontent among
those who failed to secure
Ministerial berths refused to
die down on Wednesday, even
as Chief Minister BS
Yediyurappa made attempts to
douse the embers.

As the expansion brought
an end to the nearly month long
wait for the Cabinet to take
shape, it led to some heartburn
in a section of the party as sev-
eral MLAs continued to make
no secret of their displeasure
after missing the bus.

Yediyurappa has sought to
reach out to the sulking MLAs,
specifically eight-time Hukkeri
MLA Umesh Katti, whom sev-
eral legislators who could not
make it to the Ministry report-
edly met. “For one hour yes-
terday I have spoken to him
(Katti) in the presence of
Basavaraj Bommai (Minister).
Naturally he is pained at not
getting an opportunity. I will
try to find a remedy,”
Yediyurappa told reporters in

Tumakuru.
On discontent expressed by

Honnali MLA MP
Renukacharya about a former
legislator Laxman Savadi, who
is neither a member of the
Assembly nor the Council,
being made the Minister,
sidelining several sitting MLAs,
he said “I will call
Renukacharya and friends and
talk to them.”

On his part Katti said he is
not discontended and no other
disgruntled legislators were
with him. He told reporters that
he met Yediyurappa and that he
cannot reveal internal matters
of the party to the media.
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Police on Wednesday arrested
close aide of senior BJP leader

Mukul Roy for taking bribe.
Baban Ghosh, a former

TMC Mazdoor Sangh president,
was arrested from his south
Kolkata residence for conning
lakhs of rupees from the com-
plainant Santu Mandal in the
name of getting him a place in
the Railway Board, sources said. 

Police acting on an FIR
lodged in 2015 by one Santu
Mandal alleging Ghosh had
extracted about Rs 70 lakh in
tranches arrested Ghosh who
enjoys considerable influence in
the Tollygunge film city and had

recently played an important
role in getting a galaxy of Bangla
cine personalities to join the saf-
fron outfit. The BJP promptly
refuted charges saying it was all
being done at the behest of the
ruling TMC to malign the party
and victimise people who were
joining the party.

The complainant is known
to have also named Roy and
another person in the FIR
lodged at Sarsuna Police Station
in south-west Kolkata.

According to Mandal, the
accused had lured him into giv-
ing lakhs of rupees with a
promise of making him a
Railway Board member. “I met
Baban Ghosh at Nizam Palace
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In a stunning u-turn, Kolkata
Police on Wednesday arrest-

ed Raghib Parwez, elder broth-
er of the original prime accused
Arsalan Parwez, for allegedly
being at the wheel of the Jaguar
that was involved in a gruesome
accident here last week that
killed two Bangladeshi citizens
and left three others injured.

Raghib’s maternal uncle
has also been arrested for help-
ing him abscond.

In a hurriedly convened
media meet, the city police
claimed that 21-year-old
Arsalan Parwez, scion of the
family that owns the city’s
famous eponymous restaurant
chain, wasn’t driving the car,
but it was his elder brother who
was at the wheel at the time of
the accident.

Arsalan Parwez allegedly
tried to mislead the police to
save his brother by claiming
that he was driving.

Police recovered the event
data recorder (EDR) of the
Jaguar Land Rover car that was
being driven at a speed between
100-120 km per hour. 

After thorough examina-
tion done by the Homicide
Department, as well as the
forensic and cyber teams, the
sensational case took 
a sharp turn.

“After checking the control
panel of the high-end vehicle,
the experts found that the
infotainment data revealed that
a person named Raghib Parwez
had interacted with the vehicle
prior to the accident. 

“After thorough investiga-
tion, it was confirmed that
Raghib, Arsalan’s elder broth-
er, was driving the car. He has
been arrested on Wednseday
noon near Beniapukur,”
Murlidhar Sharma, joint com-
missioner of police (crime)
told reporters.

�
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Three IAF personnel were
killed and three severely

injured on Wednesday when
the truck carrying them fell
into a gorge in Barmer district
of Rajasthan, police said.

“The Indian Air Force has
a camp at the hill top (a height
of 100 feet) as well as at the base
in Chouhatan. This truck was
coming down from the camp
with six IAF personnel seated

inside when it fell into the
gorge. Three people have lost
their lives, while three are
severely injured and have been
shifted to a hospital in Barmer,”
said Ajeet Singh, Deputy
Superintendent of Police.

“We are investigating if it
was due to brake failure or
something else,” Singh added. 

in Kolkata where I was told I
will be made Railway Board
member. Accordingly I was
taken to Delhi several times,”
Mandal said, adding he even
visited Parliament and Railway
Ministry where I was intro-
duced to some people.”

Among them was a “stated
personal assistant of then
Railway Minister Suresh
Prabhu,” he said. “I was told
there that I will have to spend
some money in order to become
a Board member. To win my
trust I was also given some
papers. Believing in them I paid
them several lakh of rupees
some even through cheque.”
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Gone are the days when the
post of a driver in Kerala

State Government departments
and State owned public sector
undertakings could be 
filled only by a male. The State
Cabinet, on Wednesday, decid-
ed to open this post for 
women also.

After the weekly cabinet
meeting held here, the office of
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
intimated that it’s no longer a
male domain.
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The Indian rupee on
Wednesday clawed

back some lost ground to
close at 71.55, up 16
paise against the US dol-
lar in line with stronger
emerging market cur-
rencies.

Starting off on a
bullish note, the rupee
surged to a high of 71.36
per dollar during the
day before settling at
71.55, clocking a gain of
16 paise.

On Tuesday, the
Indian unit had closed at
a six-month low of 71.71
a dollar.

The recovery in the Indian
unit was seen despite head-
winds in form of economic
uncertainties, FDI outflows
and rise in global crude oil
prices, according to forex
traders. Besides, investors con-
tinued to fret over long-lasting
US China trade war.

Meanwhile, foreign
investors pulled out Rs 770.81
crore from Indian equities on
Wednesday, as per exchange
data.

Continuing its rise, the
global crude benchmark Brent
Futures rose 1.6 per cent to
trade at USD 60.99 per barrel
on Wednesday.

Aiding in rupee recoup, the

dollar index — which gauges
the greenback's strength against
a basket of six currencies — fell
0.01 per cent to 98.18.

The 10-year Indian gov-
ernment bond yield was down
at 6.57 per cent on Wednesday.

"Despite brent crude price
rising for last four consecutive
sessions and higher dollar
index levels, the rupee man-
aged to recoup some of the
losses registered in the previous
two sessions," V K Sharma,
Head PCG & Capital Markets
Strategy, HDFC Securities, said.

Emerging market curren-
cies advanced as investors
assessed the latest remarks
from the US on trade talks with
China, he said adding that

trading was muted ahead of the
US Federal Reserve's July meet-
ing minutes and Jackson Hole
symposium later in the week.

Meanwhile, Financial
Benchmark India Private Ltd
(FBIL) set the reference rate for
the rupee/dollar at 71.6483
and for rupee/euro at 79.3682.
The reference rate for
rupee/British pound was fixed
at 86.7809 and for rupee/100
Japanese yen at 67.27.

Contrary to rupee
rebound, the 30-share BSE
Sensex settled 267.64 points or
0.72 per cent lower at
37,060.37; while the broader
NSE Nifty shed 98.30 points or
0.89 per cent to finish at
10,918.70. 
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The ongoing economic slow-
down has started hurting

corporates as well, with com-
panies reporting a sharp
decline in both revenue and
profit growth numbers in the
June quarter, a report said on
Wednesday.

India Inc's net sales growth
for the June quarter slid to 4.6
per cent as against 13.5 per cent
for the same period last year,
while the net profit growth
moderated to 6.6 per cent as
compared to last year's 24.6 per
cent.

The findings are based on
an analysis of 2,976 companies
which have reported their
quarterly numbers by domes-
tic rating agency Care Ratings.

"The first quarter of the fis-
cal year 2019-20 has been
marked by disappointing and
weak corporate earnings
indicative of the overall slow-
down in various industries and
the economy," it said.

In what can be termed as a
silver lining, the broader eco-
nomic woes do not seem to
have had an impact on the
orgnaised sector jobs, as the
employee expenses growth
continued to be stable.

Employees compensation
grew 10.6 per cent as compared
to the year-ago period, the
study showed.

It can be noted that GDP
growth slid to a five-year low
of 5.8 per cent for the March
quarter and is widely expected
to come lower for the June
quarter. There have also been
reports of jobless growth and a
skewed nature of economic
growth, where the "have-nots"
are being left behind.

From the operating profit
growth perspective, the Care
Ratings study showed a slide
down to 4.1 per cent in June
quarter as against double digit
growth last year.

However, the operating
profit margin was stable at
about 20 per cent level, it said.

Excluding banks and
financial sector companies, a
sur vey of 2,574 entities
showed tax outgo declining by
19 per cent during June quar-
ter, as against a robust 52.3 per
cent growth in the year-ago
period.

The profit after tax for
these companies fell by 11.9 per
cent during the same period, as
against a growth of 52.9 per
cent registered in the year-ago
period.

It can be noted that a slew
of business leaders, including
doyens like L&T chairman A M
Naik and Bajaj Auto's Rahul
Bajaj have been flagging con-
cerns on economic growth and
its impact on the corporates as
well. 
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German carmaker
BMW took the

wraps off the seventh-
generation of their
popular 3-series
sports sedan in India.
The latest iteration of
the global bestseller
will be available in
two diesel and one
petrol option and will
be priced between
�41.4 lakhs to �47.9
lakhs. The vehicle will
be assembled at the
carmakers Chennai
facilities and will be
the third generation of
the 3-series to be
assembled in India.
Speaking to The Pioneer after
the launch of the vehicle,
Rudratej Singh, the newly-
appointed Chief Executive
Officer, BMW Group India
said that the vehicle was a crit-
ical one for the carmaker,
accounting for almost a third of
annual sales, even for the out-
going model and just behind
the X1 Sports-Utility Vehicle. 

“India is a strategically
important market for BMW.
You can see that in the breadth
of investments that we have
made across the country from

the national sales company,
the factory, the training centre
and in financial services. We
continue to believe in the India
story, but it is important to
understand that the India
growth story will be uniquely
Indian with dips and jumps, it
will be an ambiguous growth
curve and I feel ‘Business

Unusual’ will be ‘Business as
Usual’ in India,” Singh said dur-
ing an interview. BMW which
had seen sales fall sharply in
1016-17 has seen a smart turn-
around in sales, but Singh
added that he did not want to
grow through the rampant dis-
counting that is standard for
the luxury car industry. “We
want to change the concepts of
luxury and of of value, I do not
feel the Indian consumer is as
price conscious as he or she is
value conscious and we want to
be the brand that offers that

value, so when the tide turns
we can get a lion’s share of the
market.” 

However, Singh reiterated
that the core aspect of BMW’s
growth strategy was still build-
ing great products, “and this
new 3-series is a prime exam-
ple of that.” Adding that deal-
er profitability will play a big

role going forward and how
business models will have to
change, “it should not be about
trying to extract the maxi-
mum value from one service
ticket but getting more service
tickets. We have to grow from
the 80,000 car base we have in
India today and make it larg-
er.” However, he added that
currently things for the Indian
economy were volatile and
uncertain and it might take a
time for economic growth to
pick up alongside a commen-
surate increase in sales. 
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In the midst of the worst sales
slump for pas-

senger cars in
decades, Maruti-
Suzuki took the
wraps off their
new multi-per-
son vehicle
(MPV) the XL6.
The XL6 which
is a variant of the
popular Ertiga
MPV will how-
ever be sold
through the car-
makers premium
sales channel
Nexa, and fea-
tures several pre-
mium touches
such as a second-
row of individual
captain seats and
full-LED head-
lights in the front.in keeping
with Marutii's decision to stop
production of small diesel
engines, the Ertiga is available
only in a petrol variant however
has both manual and automatic
transmission options. Prices

will range from �9.8 lakh to
�11.46 lakh.

Addressing the media after
the launch, Kenichi Ayukawa,
Managing Director, Maruti
Suzuki India Limited admitted
that the current environment
where car sales have been
declining as much 20 percent
compared to figures from a

year ago, is worrying. Stock lev-
els for Maruti dealers is also
running 'slightly higher than
usual' he admitted, despite
plants running at lower than
optimal capacity. However, he
added that he expected the

market to show signs of growth
during the festive season as the
monsoons have been fairly
positive and because some of
the uncertainty that surround-
ed the industry on issues such
as the changeover to BS6 emis-
sion norms and other issues
such as electrification should be
cleared.

That said Maruti executives
privately admitted that they did
not see sales reaching 2017 lev-
els until 2021 at the earliest and
said that the lack of credit is
hurting dealers and customers
alike. 
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President Donald Trump
acknowledged Tuesday

his aggressive China trade
policies may mean econom-
ic pain for Americans but
insisted they're needed for
more important long-term
benefits. He contended he
does not fear a recession but
is nonetheless considering
new tax cuts to promote
growth.

Asked if his trade war
with China could tip the
country into recession, Trump
brushed off the idea as "irrel-

evant" and said it was imper-
ative to "take China on." "It's
about time, whether it's good
for our country or bad for our
country short term," he said.

Paraphrasing a reporter's
question, Trump said, "Your
statement about, 'Oh, will we
fall into a recession for two
months?' OK? The fact is
somebody had to take China
on." The president indicated
that he had no choice but to
impose the tariffs that have
been a drag on U.S.
Manufacturers, financial mar-
kets and, by some measures,
American consumers.

Beijing: Beijing appealed to
Washington on Wednesday to
"meet China halfway" and end
a tariff war after President
Donald Trump said Americans
might need to endure eco-
nomic pain to achieve longer-
term benefits.
A foreign ministry spokesman,
Geng Shuang, expressed hope
Washington can "get along us"
and restore "mutually benefi-
cial" trade. AP
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The National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal

(NCLAT) on Wednesday asked
lenders of Jet Airways whether
they would cooperate with the
Dutch court administrator who
is also pursuing insolvency
proceedings against the debt-
ridden carrier. A three-member
NCLAT bench headed by
Chairman Justice S J
Mukhopadhyay asked the
Committee of Creditors (CoC)
of Jet Airways to file an affidavit
within a week in this regard.

The appellate tribunal has
also asked the CoC to inform
whether they are ready to pay
fees and bear costs incurred by

the Dutch administrator.
Jet Airways is facing

insolvency proceedings in
the Netherlands as well,
where it was declared bank-
rupt after failing to pay two
European creditors .
Subsequently, a bankruptcy
administrator was appointed
by the Dutch court.

The appellate tribunal's
direction came while hearing a
petition filed by the Dutch
court administrator against the
order of the Mumbai bench of
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), which had
declared overseas bankruptcy
proceedings null and void in
the Jet Airways insolvency
case.
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Mysore Deep Perfumery House (MDPH) and
Zedblack, launched "Manthan Zaroori Hai"

campaign for Manthan Dhoop with Veteran
Bollywood actor Suresh Oberoi as its brand new
ambassador. The brand campaign urges every soul
to awaken his or her consciousness through spir-
itual conversations. Today each and everyone is
chasing or running behind a goal, be it the mil-
lennials with hunger for more or a 40 something
common man who is wanting to give a better life
to his family.
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New Delhi: The Government is planning to
boost domestic production of chemicals and
petrochemicals to cut down imports and make
India a manufacturing hub for the sector, a top
ministry official said on Wednesday. 

Net imports of chemicals and petrochemi-
cals touched a whopping Rs 1.21 lakh crore annu-
ally in 2018-19, the official added. Addressing
an event organised by the Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC), chemicals and petrochemi-
cals secretary P Raghavendra Rao said. PTI
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Bangladesh said on Tuesday
that revoking the special

status to Jammu and Kashmir
is India's internal matter and
maintaining regional peace
and stability should be a pri-
ority for all countries.

Bangladesh' reaction on
the issue came a day after
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar visited the country
and held talks with the top
leadership, including Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. 

"Bangladesh maintains 
that the abrogation of 
Article 370 by the Indian
Government is an internal
issue of India," the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said here in a
statement.

"Bangladesh has always
advocated, as a matter of prin-
ciple, that maintaining region-
al peace and stability, as well as
development should be a pri-
ority for all countries," it said.

Tensions between India
and Pakistan spiked this month
after New Delhi abrogated pro-

visions of Article 370 of the
Constitution to withdraw
Jammu & Kashmir's special sta-
tus and bifurcated it into two
Union Territories.

New Delhi has made it
clear to the US that Kashmir
was a bilateral issue between
India and Pakistan and there
was no role for a third party.
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President Donald Trump has
indicated that the US forces

will not completely withdraw
from warn-torn Afghanistan
and America will have "some-
body there" to make sure that
Taliban does not regain control.

During the presidential
election campaign in 2016,
Trump had pledged to with-
draw US troops from
Afghanistan and end America's
longest war.

The Trump administra-
tion has intensified its efforts to
seek a negotiated settlement of
America's longest war in
Afghanistan where the US has
lost over 2,400 soldiers since
late 2001, when it invaded the
country after the 9/11 terror
attacks.

"We will always have intel-
ligence, and we'll always have
somebody there," Trump told
reporters at his Oval Office on

Tuesday.
He was responding to

questions on the ongoing peace
talks with the Taliban in
Afghanistan. Trump said he
would like to look at various
alternatives.

"One of the alternatives is
going on right now. We're talk-
ing about a plan -- I don't know
whether or not the plan is going
to be acceptable to me. Maybe
it's not going to be acceptable
to them. But we are talking. We
have good talks going, and we'll
see what happens.This is more
than other Presidents have
done," he said.

"We have brought it down.
We are bringing some of our
troops back.  But we have to
have a presence," Trump said,
ruling out a complete with-
drawal of troops from
Afghanistan.

He was asked, "Could we
be back to where we were pre-
9/11 with the Taliban in com-

plete and total control of
Afghanistan?"

"Well, that's what we have
to watch," Trump responded.

And if the Taliban were
"really right" in what they're
saying, they would stop that
from happening, because they
could stop that from happen-
ing very easily.

Trump said, right now, the
US is negotiating with the
Afghan government and with
the Taliban. 

"We will see what happens
from it, what's coming from it,"
he said.

"The Taliban would like to
stop fighting us...They've lost a
lot.  But we'll see what hap-
pens," he said.

Afghanistan, he said is a
tough place.

"The Soviet Union became
Russia because of Afghanistan.
That's what happened. Very
simple. They became Russia
because of Afghanistan.
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The United States is ready to
sit down with North Korea

to resume long-awaited work-
ing-level nuclear talks, a US
envoy said Wednesday. Nuclear
discussions between Washin-
gton and Pyongyang have stalled
since a second summit in Hanoi
in February ended without an
agreement over differences on
the extent of denuclearisation
and sanctions relief in return.

But anticipation for renewed
dialogue has been on the rise
after the US and its security ally
South Korea wrapped up their
two-week joint military drill
on Tuesday. "We are prepared to
engage as soon as we hear from
our counterparts in North
Korea," said Stephen Biegun, the
US special representative for
North Korea, after his meeting
with South Korean counterpart
Lee Do-hoon in Seoul.

The comments come amid
speculation that Americans
could meet with North Koreans
at the demilitarised zone divid-
ing the North and South to kick
start working-level talks during
Biegun's three-day stay in Seoul,
which began Tuesday. The US
envoy denied media reports he
would soon take a diplomatic
posting in Russia, saying he
remained "focused on making
progress" with North Koreans
and "fully committed" to the goal
of the denuclearisation in the
North.

Pyongyang considers the
joint military exercise by the
allies a rehearsal for invasion and
has routinely expressed anger at
the war games. The drills are a
"grave military provocation"
and a "challenge to and mock-
ery of our efforts for peace", the
North's official Rodong Sinmun
newspaper said Wednesday in a
commentary.
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Howdy, Modi!", the commu-
nity event to be addressed

by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi here next month has been
sold out with over 50,000 peo-
ple registering for the pro-
gramme, the organisers said.

"Howdy", short for 'How do
you do?', is a friendly greeting
commonly used in southwestern
United States.

Over 50,000 supporters
have already registered for the
mega community summit in
September at the NRG Stadium,
the host Texas India Forum
(TIF), a Houston-based non-
profit body, said. The live audi-
ence will be the largest ever for
an Indian Prime Minister in
North America and also the
largest for a foreign leader in the
US other than Pope Francis.

Potential attendees can still
register for the free event.
However, new registrants will be
on a waiting list. Registration for
the university students is open
until August 29th as part of a
special allotment, they said.

Prime Minister Modi is
scheduled to visit the US next
month to attend the United
Nations General Assembly on
September 27, prior to which he
will travel to Houston to meet
the leading businesses, political
and community leaders here in
Houston, the fourth largest city
with a population of over
130,000 Indian-Americans.

The summit, with the
tagline of  'Shared Dreams,
Bright Futures' will highlight the
contributions of Indian-
Americans to enrich the
American life as well as the key
role it has played in strengthen-
ing relations between the two
nations.

"On behalf of the hundreds
of thousands of Indian-
Americans in Texas, and as co-
chair of the Senate India Caucus,
I welcome Prime Minister Modi
to Houston," said US Senator
John Cornyn. 

?!��
�>���
�C
���������!������
���
����>������M;0
���������������


$��� �74)$5*+

Canada does not intend to
repatriate the Muslim con-

vert dubbed "Jihadi Jack," who
is being held in northern Syria
after joining the Islamic State
group, Public Safety Minister
Ralph Goodale has confirmed.

Jack Letts, 24, who was a
dual UK-Canadian national,
was captured by Kurdish forces
in Syria in 2017 and is lan-
guishing in jail there. 

Goodale's statement comes
a day after Britain stripped
Letts of his citizenship, placing
his fate in Canada's hands.

"We have no obligation to
facilitate his travel from his pre-
sent circumstances, and we
have no intention of facilitating
that travel," Goodale said in an
interview with the CBC on
Tuesday.

Goodale had tweeted the
same sentiment Monday before

officially confirming it in the
televised interview.

"This individual and others
have made the calculated deci-
sion to leave the comfortable
confines of Canadian democ-
racy, to travel halfway around
the world to associate them-
selves with the most evil and
violent terrorism in several
generations," Goodale said.

"They need to assume the
consequences for their respon-
sibility." 

In a recent interview with
ITV News, Letts said he had
thought that Canada would
help him.

"I never grew up 
being accepted as a British
person," he said, adding that
losing his British citizenship
was "not something I recog-
nise." "But, in the same way
Britain hasn't helped me for
two and a half years, Canada
has done nothing. 

� � �
������ �$�
�������� �����
�
	�� �
�C; ��� �;��%D

����� ("+*�*�*6

Pakistan has submitted com-
pliance report on its 27-

point action plan to the
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF), as three separate eval-
uations currently in progress will
determine the country's possi-
ble exit from the grey list of the
anti-money laundering watch-
dog by October, according to a
media report.

The Asia-Pacific Group —
the regional affiliate of the FATF
— is currently conducting in
Canberra (Australia) five-year
mutual evaluation of Pakistan's
progress on upgrading its sys-
tems in all areas of financial and
insurance services and sectors,
a senior government official
told Dawn.

This round is not directly
linked to Pakistan's performance
on its commitments with the
FATF on money laundering
and terror-financing, but its
assessment report can indirect-
ly impact the country's position
to move out of the grey list.

The assessments, repre-

sented from Pakistan by State
Bank of Pakistan Governor
Baqir Reza, will conclude on
August 23, the daily said.

Pakistan has submitted its
compliance report on 27-point
action plan committed with the
FATF to the APG, which is
reviewing its compliance on
about seven areas mostly relat-
ing to financial and insurance
services and facilities as part of
an ongoing five-year review
cycle.

These areas cover safeguards
against money laundering and
terror financing by banned out-
fits and non-government entities
through banking and non-bank-
ing jurisdictions, capital markets,
corporate and non-corporate
sectors like chartered accoun-
tancy, financial advisory ser-
vices, cost and management
accountancy firm, jewellers and
similar related services.

The official aid that the
five-year review by the APG,
which had been under way for
nearly two years, would con-
clude on August 23. As part of
this process, he added, the coun-
tries were given future targets in
view of changing technologies,
practices and latest techniques
and scopes.

This will be followed by
another round of mutual eval-
uations by the APG starting
September 5 in Bangkok
(Thailand) that would become
a key basis of Pakistan's final
review by the FATF at its plenary
and working group meetings
scheduled for October 13-18 in
Paris. The Paris plenary will also
take up a separate assessment by
the US Treasury Department
regarding Pakistan's compli-
ance with global commitments
against money laundering and
terror financing.
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ensured they stayed in the
lead and didn’t allow New
Zealand to break through
their defense throughout the
match.

India’s  at tack ing
approach in the match paid
off as they walked off the
pitch as winners of the com-
petition.

EVES EDGE PAST JAPAN
The Indian women

hockey team also won the
Olympic Test event with
Navjot  Kaur  and
Lalremsiami leading the side
to a 2-1 win over Japan in
the final.

Navjot  Kaur  (11th
minute) opened the scoring
to put India ahead but the

lead was neutralised within
a minute as Minami Shimizu
(12’) scored for the hosts.

Lalremsiami (33’) struck
the winning goal for India.

India dominated the first
10 minutes, and finally man-
aged to find the break-
through when For ward
Navjot  kept  her ner ves
under pressure and pro-
duced a fine finish in front
of the goal.

However,  the  next
minute saw Japan strike back
immediately with a well-
crafted field goal which was
put into the back of the net
by Shimizu to make it 1-1.

The second quarter saw
both the teams focus on
their defensive structure and

tread carefully in the attack-
ing third.

It was an aggressive start
from the Indian team after
the half-time break as they
won themselves a penalty
corner in the 33rd minute.

India’s prolif ic drag-
flicker Gurjit Kaur stepped
up to take the execution, but
her shot was saved by the
Japanese  Goa lkeeper
Megumi Kageyama.

However, the rebound
fell to India’s young Forward
Lalremsiami, who did not
make a mistake in putting
the ball into the back of the
net to make it 2-1 for India.

It was a huge blow to the
hosts who were finding it
difficult to cope up with

India’s rhythm, but after
some tough battles in the
midfield, the Japanese team
earned themselves back-to-
back penalty corners in the
42nd minute.

However, India’s defense
was up to the task, and made
sure that they protected their
lead. India also had a penal-
ty corner in the 45th minute,
but could not extend their
lead.

The first chance of the
last quarter came India’s way
but Kageyama made a diving
save. Japan too got back-to-
back penalty corners but
Indian Goalkeeper Savita
made a great save on the sec-
ond attempt to make sure
that India saw out a 2-1 win. 
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Two-time Silver medallist P V
Sindhu produced a com-

manding performance in her
opening match at the BWF
World Championships here on
Wednesday.

Sindhu, who had reached
the finals of
Indonesia Open last
month, looked in
good touch as she
controlled the rallies
and outsmarted
Chinese Taipei's Pai
Yu Po 21-14, 21-14 in a 43-
minute contest.

The fifth seeded Indian,
who received a bye in the open-
ing round, is likely to face USA’s
Beiwen Zhang, seeded ninth, in
the pre-quarterfinals.

Sindhu, an Olympic Silver
medallist, had lost to Zhang at
the India Open finals last year.

In the first game, Sindhu
moved ahead from 5-5 to slow-
ly create a gap and entered the
interval with a 11-7 lead.

After the break, Sindhu con-
tinued to surge and grabbed six
game points when Pai made an
error in judgement at the back-

line. The Indian sealed it with a
cross court return.

Sindhu zoomed to a 6-1 lead
in the second game before Pai
started constructing the rallies
and narrowed the deficit to 5-7.

Sindhu’s unforced errors
also made life easy for the
Taiwanese girl, who showed

some great
skills and
managed to
enter the
interval with
a 11-10 lead
after Sindhu

found the net.
The Indian, however,

changed gears after the break,
dishing out some good-looking
strokes to eventually enter
match point at 20-14 when her
rival missed a shuttle at the
backline.

She sealed the match next
with a precise on-the-line
return.

Among others, the Indian
pairing of Jakkapudi Meghana
and Poorvisha S Ram went
down 8-21, 18-21 to eighth
seeds Shiho Tanaka and Koharu
Yonemoto of Japan in the
women’s doubles competition.
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The Indian men’s hockey
team won the Olympic

Test  event  here  on
Wednesday, beating New
Zealand 5-0 to avenge the loss
it endured in their round
robin clash.

Captain Harmanpreet
Singh (7th minute) set the
ball rolling before Shamsher
Singh (18th  minute) ,
Ni lakanta Sharma (22nd
minute), Gursahibjit Singh
(26th minute) and Mandeep
Singh (27th minute) scored
for India at the Oi Hockey
Stadium here.

India had lost 1-2 to New
Zealand earlier in round
robin league-stage.

“We played very well. We
managed to score our oppor-
tunities at the start of the
game,” Harmanpreet said
after the triumph.

“I think the final was
always going to be tough, we

lost to New Zealand earlier.
But we had been having prac-
tice sessions after that and
worked on our mistakes to
win today,” he added.

Both teams began the
match on a cautious note by
turning over the ball in the
mid-field. India won a penal-
ty corner in the seventh
minute, but couldn’t capi-
talise on the opportunity.

However,  sk ipp er
Harmanpreet didn’t miss out
on a re-awarded penalty cor-
ner. He executed a perfect
dragflick to put India in the
lead.

The Indian team contin-
ued to hold possession and
put tremendous pressure on
the New Zealand defense as
they ended the first quarter at
1-0.

Shamsher scored India’s
second goal through a penal-
ty corner in the 18th minute.

New Zealand managed to
make only two circle entries

in the second quarter as the
Indian team scored three
more goals.

Nilakanta found the back
of the net in the 22nd minute
b efore  Gursahibj i t  and
Mandeep scored in quick suc-
cession.

Vivek Prasad intercepted
the ball brilliantly to assist a
goal for Gursahibjit  and
Mandeep converted a penal-
ty corner just before the half-
time whistle.

After an action-packed
f i rs t  ha l f ,  the  intens ity
dropped from both sides.
New Zealand tried to make a
few inroads in the third quar-
ter as they took a shot in the
37th minute which went wide
of the post.

Jarmanpreet Singh saved
a penalty corner in the next
minute as India and New
Zealand played out a goalless
quarter but the former held
the lead at 5-0.

In the last quarter, India
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England batsman Jason Roy has
passed a concussion test after

being hit in the nets ahead of the third
Ashes Test against Australia at
Headingley.

The 29-year-old opener was
struck by a throw-down from ex-
England international Marcus
Trescothick, working with the team
in a temporary coaching capacity,
during practice on Tuesday.

Roy was assessed after taking the
blow and was able to continue batting.
But he also required a follow-up check
on the eve of the match on
Wednesday to determine any delayed
symptoms.

Roy, 29, will be assessed again
before the third Test starts on
Thursday.

Meanwhile Ollie Pope, a Surrey
team-mate of Roy's, has been placed
on standby.

The 21-year-old Pope, who has
played two Tests, is now on his way
to Leeds.

But England captain Joe Root said
he expected Roy to play, telling
reporters at  Headingley on
Wednesday: "Jason's been monitored
quite closely as you'd expect.

"He's undergone a couple of con-
cussion tests so far and scored really
well. So as it stands, I fully expect him
to be fit and ready to go tomorrow."

Roy averages just 10 in four
innings this series, having only made

his Test debut earlier this season after
starring at the top of the order in
England's victorious World Cup win-
ning campaign.

England coach Trevor Bayliss

said Roy may be more suited to the
middle-order in Test cricket but Root
insisted he could be a success as an
opening batsman.

"I obviously think he should

open, otherwise he'll be batting at
four," said Root.

"I think there's a lot of talk about
the batting order because of the vari-
ety of options we have.

"At no stage are we trying to rein-
vent the wheel.

STRUGGLING
"But we've got to play to our

strengths and be quite flexible over
the course of the series. But I feel
Jason can have a real big impact at the
start of an innings.

"It might not have happened just
yet but we fully expect him to go out
and do that."

Meanwhile Australia captain Tim
Paine, whose Ashes-holders are 1-0
up in the five-match series, said his
side were not taking Roy lightly.

"Opening the batting in Test
cricket in England is difficult," he said.

"I know our guys are struggling a
little bit as well to get the runs they
would like. It's international cricket,
it's tough," the wicketkeeper added.

"We've seen Jason Roy play amaz-
ing innings in one-day cricket, we've
seen David Warner do the same
thing in the early days of his career,
and sometimes it takes a little bit of
time to get used to Test cricket and
the differences in that.

"We've seen that Jason is a high-
ly-skilled batsman and on his day he
can take a game away from you so at
no point do we think or treat him like
we've got the wood over him."
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Australia captain Tim Paine
says the tourists will not be

intimidated by England fast
bowler Jofra Archer and has
backed misfiring batsman
David Warner to hit form in
the third Ashes Test at
Headingley.

Paine was full of praise for
Archer, whose raw pace elec-
trified the drawn second Test
as he took five wickets and
peppered the Australians with
bouncers, leaving Steve Smith
with concussion that has ruled
him out of the match in Leeds.

But Paine said Australia’s
batsmen were used to facing
pace and had a few useful
speedsters of their own.

“It’s fantastic to see a young
cricketer with so much talent
come onto the scene and it was
a bit of a buzz to face him at
Lord’s,” Paine wrote in a col-
umn for the Australian news-
paper.

“He’s fast for sure, but in
Australia we’ve been brought
up facing guys of his pace.

“Every time we have a net
(session) we have Mitchell
Starc, Pat Cummins and James
Pattinson coming at us like we
are the opposition.”

Paine said Smith’s replace-
ment Marnus Labuschagne,
who scored 59 when he came
on as Test cricket’s inaugural
concussion substitute, showed
the depth of Australia’s squad.

He was unconcerned
about Warner’s lack of form,
which has seen the left-hander
score only 18 runs in four

innings. “David Warner hasn’t
hit his straps yet and I notice
people getting a bit trigger
happy on that subject, but I am
not worried,” he wrote.

“We are 1-0 up in the
series and he hasn’t got out of
the blocks. He is a match win-
ner... he is also the most men-
tally tough cricketer I know. He
is due a score and that is a div-
idend I am looking forward to.”

Meanwhile, former
Australia paceman Andy
Bichel has labelled England
captain Joe Root a “blatant
cheat” over a disputed catch on
the final day of the second Test.

Root took a low catch to
end Labuschagne’s innings,
with replays suggesting the ball
may have bounced first,
although the England skipper
later insisted it had carried.

“It didn’t carry. We can see
that,” Bichel told Macquarie
Sports Radio.

“It’s ricocheted off the
player as well so it’s bobbled a
little bit to him, so therefore
he’d know if he’s picked it up
on the half volley — it’s blatant
cheating.”

'SAME OLD SMITH'
Australia captain Tim

Paine is expecting the “same
old Steve Smith” when the star
batsman eventually returns to
Ashes action.

“Steve Smith’s the best
player in the world, he will
come back in the next Test, if
it’s the next Test, or the tour
game and we’re expecting him
to be the same old Steve
Smith,” said Paine.

“He’s a high-quality play-
er and he’ll adapt as he always
has.”

Smith, whose Test average
of 63.24 is exceeded only by all-
time great Donald Bradman,
marked his return to Test duty
after a 12-month ball-tamper-
ing ban with innings of 144
and 142 in Australia’s 251-run
win in the first Test at
Edgbaston before making 92 at
Lord’s.

“Steve loves batting, I don’t
think that’s going to change,”
Paine told reporters at
Headingley on Wednesday.

“Marnus is strange, he
seems to enjoy getting hit on
the head, so he’s a different ket-
tle of fish altogether. Marnus
has handled himself exception-
ally, his innings was unbeliev-
able after that happened.”

Smith could return to
action in the three-day tour
game against Derbyshire from
August 29-31, with the fourth
Test in a five-match series at
Old Trafford beginning on
September 4.

The wicketkeeper added:
“Clearly they are huge shoes to
fill and we don’t put all that
pressure on Marnus.”

Meanwhile, England cap-
tain Joe Root said he would
have no qualms about a play-
er withdrawing from a match
because of concussion.

“I think you have to give
the responsibility to the doc-
tors and if they say he’s not fit,
regardless of the situation in
the game, then that has to
stand,” said Root during his
pre-match conference.
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Bayern Munich CEO Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge has

suggested that Renato Sanches
and Jerome Boateng may be
heading for the exit door at
Bayern Munich, telling Sky
Germany that both players will
find it difficult to break into the
first team this season.

Portuguese midfielder
Sanches and German defender
Boateng have both pushed for
a move away from Bayern in
recent months. Both have
dropped down the pecking
order in their positions.

Sanches, 22, was fined
10,000 Euros ($11,100) by the
club after he publicly com-
plained of a lack of game time
and stated his desire to leave
following a cameo appearance
in Bayern's 2-2 draw with
Hertha Berlin last Friday.

"Renato is a player who
wants to play, and I can under-
stand that. We need to find a
solution that also suits the
coach and the club,"
Rummenigge told Sky.

The Bayern CEO expressed
sympathy for Sanches, who
has made just 17 starts for
Bayern since arriving three
years ago with a winner's medal
and Young Player of the
Tournament award from Euro
2016.

"He came to us as a golden
boy and newly crowned
European Champion three
years ago. Now he has lost his

place in the national team, and
he needs to play if he wants to
get it back," said Rummenigge.

Yet the CEO admitted that
it would it would "not be easy"
for Sanches to compete with
new signing Philippe Coutinho.

He added that the same
was true of veteran defender
Jerome Boateng, following the
arrival of Lucas Hernandez
and Benjamin Pavard.

"(Boateng) will not find it
easy to get regular game time,"
said Rummenigge.

"If he wants to leave the
club, he needs to tell us."

Boateng, 30, appeared cer-
tain to leave Bayern at the end
of last season after club presi-
dent Uli Hoeness advised him
to "find a new club".

Yet his departure was
thrown into doubt after Mats
Hummels returned to Borussia
Dortmund. Coach Niko Kovac
insisted last week that the 2014
World Cup winner remained
part of his plans.
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Aprofligate Prajnesh
Gunneswaran went down

to world No 30 Benoit Paire in
the second round to crash out of
the Winston Salem Open ATP
250 tournament here.

The left-handed Indian,
ranked 89, could convert just
one of his five break chances to
suffer a 3-6, 5-7 loss to his
French opponent in a match that
lasted one hour and 10 minutes
on Tuesday night.

Prajnesh struggled from the
beginning as Paire broke his
serve to take an early 2-0 lead.
The Indian could not recover
from that, conceding the first set
tamely.

In the second set, Prajnesh
held his serve but faltered in the
11th game giving Paire the
match-winning lead.

Serving for the match, the
Frenchman made no mistakes
and avenged his Indian Wells
loss from earlier this year.

Although Paire committed
more double faults than
Prajnesh, he hit 14 aces  com-
pared to the Indian’s three.

In the doubles event, wild
card entrants Leander Paes and
his Israeli partner Jonathan
Erlich, crashed out in the first
round.

The Paes-Erlich pair lost to
the duo of Rajeev Ram and Joe
Salisbury 2-6, 3-6. 

NAGAL IN 2ND ROUND
��#����"� Young Indian tennis
player Sumit Nagal earned his
first win at a Grand Slam qual-
ifying event, knocking out sea-
soned Japanese Tatsum Ito in
straight sets at the US Open
qualifiers, here.

Nagal, placed at a career-
best 190 right now, knocked out
the 133rd ranked and 26th seed
7-6 (6), 6-2 in one hour and 52
minutes on Tuesday.

Last year, he had competed
in the qualifiers of the Australian
Open, the French Open and the
Wimbledon Championships but
could not win a round.

This is Nagal’s first attempt
at making the Grand Slam sin-
gles main draw this season in
which he enjoyed considerable
success and broke into the top-
200.
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Eight out of 10 people will suf-
fer from back or neck pain at
some point in their life.
Acute pain is abrupt, intense

pain that subsides after a period of
days or weeks. However, some peo-
ple continue to suffer from pain that
continues despite nonsurgical or
surgical treatment methods. This
long-term pain is called chronic
pain.

Whether you’re at an office
party or a bar for happy hour, avoid
sitting in an awkward position or
standing in one place. Move around
the room to avoid putting pressure
on your spine, which can happen if
you stand in one place for too long.

We all know smoking is a seri-
ous health risk, and smokers are also
more likely to experience back pain
than nonsmokers. One reason for
this is that nicotine restricts blood
flow to the disks in the spine. This
can cause them to dry out, crack, or
rupture. Smoking also reduces the
amount of oxygen in the blood,
which causes a reduction in nourish-
ment to the muscles and tendons in
the back. An unhealthy, weak back
is more vulnerable to accidental
strains and pulls that cause back
pain.

Improper or heavy lifting is a
common cause of back pain, but it
doesn't only happen to people who
lift heavy boxes on the job. Carrying
a bulky laptop bag, suitcase, camera,
or a load of groceries can also cause
a strain on your back. Whenever

possible, take some weight off your
shoulders by carrying less, distrib-
uting the weight to both sides of your
body, or shifting the weight from
shoulder to shoulder. Consider using
a rolling cart or bag with wheels for
heavier loads like bags of groceries

or boxes of files.
When sitting in an office chair,

use the same good posture tech-
niques you use when standing. It’s
critical to keep good posture and
support your back when sitting
down, especially if you do it for sev-

eral hours per day. Choose a quali-
ty chair that provides firm support
for your lower back, and make sure
your knees are a little higher than
your hips when you sit.

Good posture isn't just a way to
look more proper. It protects the
intricate pieces of your spine to keep
them healthy and functioning prop-
erly. Bad posture puts strain and
stress on your back and can change
the architecture of your spine. Avoid
rounding your shoulders, slouching,
or bending sideways when standing.

Wear comfortable, low-heeled
shoes to prevent back pain. They
reduce the strain on your back
while standing. Shoes with less than
a 1-inch heel are the best bet for your
back.

Strong bones can help prevent
osteoporosis. It’s one of the most
common causes of back pain later in
life, particularly for women. Keep the
bones in your spine strong by con-
suming plenty of calcium and vita-
min D.

Sleeping on your back puts
pressure on your spine. Elevating
your legs slightly relieves this pres-
sure on your back as you sleep. You
can cut that pressure in half by plac-
ing a pillow under your knees.

If you think you’ve hurt your
back, ease up on the pressure you’re
putting on your back. Many people
actually have little choice in the mat-
ter—their back pain will force them
to drop to their knees or “freeze” in
a bent-over position. Others will be

able to function somewhat nor-
mally, but with uncomfortable pain.
Contrary to popular belief, studies
on acute back pain actually show that
a few days of restricting your activ-
ity, and taking the appropriate over-
the-counter medication, is all that
many people really need to allow the
strained muscles to relax and
unbind. However, it is important to
talk with your health care provider
before taking any medication, espe-
cially if you are taking other med-
ications or have a chronic medical
condition.

Inflammation is the body’s pro-
tective response to irritation or
injury and is characterised by red-
ness, warmth, swelling and pain. To
aid in healing and relieve pain, use
of over-the-counter medications
such as ibuprofen, naproxen sodium,
aspirin or ketoprofen is often recom-
mended. These medications are
called non-steroidal anti-inflam-
matory drugs (NSAIDs), and they
can effectively reduce inflammation
and relieve pain. Over-the-counter
NSAIDs are intended for short-term
use, so never use one for more than
a week unless it is recommended by
your health care professional.

In some cases, acetaminophen
may be recommended. While not an
anti-inflammatory drug, aceta-
minophen can be effective in reliev-
ing pain without the risk of gastroin-
testinal problems that have been
associated with prolonged use of
NSAIDs. However, acetaminophen

can also cause side effects, so it is best
to follow these basic rules before tak-
ing any medication: always read the
directions on the label; watch for the
side effects listed; and consult your
health care provider before your
begin self-treatment.

Studies maintain that limited
movement of muscles and joints is
more effective for treating simple
back pain than passive methods such
as rest and drugs. Restricting your
activity is important, but as the pain
eases, you should move your mus-
cles and joints past the point of the
initial restriction. Simple exercises
can help this process, but it is
important to consult your health care
provider or a back specialist for the
exercise program that is right for
you.

Using correct posture and keep-
ing your spine in alignment are the
most important things you can do
for your neck and back  bears most
of your weight, so proper alignment
of this section can prevent injury to
your vertebrae, discs, and other
portions of the spine. If you have
back or neck pain, you may need to
make adjustments to your daily
standing, sitting, and sleeping habits
and learn proper ways to lift and
bend. Your workspace may need to
be rearranged to keep your spine
from slouching. Because extra
pounds can make back pain worse,
you should maintain a weight that
is appropriate for your height and
body frame.
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As newer dance forms make their way
into the art industry, it is important

to revive these traditional dance forms
and teach the younger generation about
their richness too. Ustad Bismillah Khan
awardee and Kuchipudi dancer Arunima
Kumar feels the urge to fill this void and
takes dance to places it has never been
before.

She practises dance therapy with can-
cer patients in hospitals as she is a keen
believer of inclusive art. “We tell them
stories through dance, do chants, slokas
and a lot of rhythm and footwork next
to their beds. This brightens them up and
helps them validate their existence,”
says she.

Arunima recalls one of the incidents
when a girl, who could sing well, sang
with them and the entire ward joined her.
It was a treat to their eyes. Such positive
activities help them regain their confi-
dence in life. And in a similar way, she
makes the cancer survivors dance as they
start getting better. Everyone has a state
of distress in life at some stage or the
other but Arunima feels that when you
are involved in art, it has the capacity to
lift you up and teleport you to a very dif-
ferent world altogether, where you for-
get the worries of life.

She believes that art deserves to trav-
el places rather than sticking to the stage.
“There shouldn’t be any restrictions in
dance. It should encompass a diverse
range of human activities and their ways
of expression,” she says and adds, “Folk
dance culture began from farmers who
danced and celebrated the harvest sea-
son. And people enjoyed that together
irrespective of the age gap or the differ-
ences in financial status between them.”
But things are different today. She points
towards the rigid structure that we are
slowly getting accustomed to and it needs
to break down. Her first step towards this,
she says, was “visiting villages and slums
and teach the natives about dance and its
diverse applications across the world.
When I interact with them and answer
their questions, the kind of happiness I
see in their eyes is unparalleled.”

She is trying to change the dynam-
ics of Kuchipudi and Indian classical
dance across the globe by organising fes-
tivals that would showcase its richness.

She will be organising the third edition
of the Kuchipudi International Festival
in November in London, which would
provide a platform to 80 to 100 artists to
show their talent. It will include her stu-
dents ranging from the age of four to 60,

Natayanjali group from Cambridge,
Bharatanatyam group and various oth-
ers. She says, “It is a festival where we pro-
mote different dance forms and music
but the focus remains  on Kuchipudi. We
also invite guest artists and facilitate inno-

vative collaborations.” Through this she
wants to inspire children as they see
amazing artists perform so beautifully.
This generates curiosity in them to
know the dance form and its roots.
“Otherwise they just perform with each
other and get bored after a few years.
Through this, they are not just looking
among themselves but their seniors as
well,” she adds. It also helps to inspire
their parents and tell them how impor-
tant it is to teach the child about our tra-
ditions and dance forms at an early age.
The audience consists of a lot of foreign-
ers also, this in turn is taking Indian clas-
sical beyond the borders. The festival also
includes dances on mythological tales,
the tales of Vishnu and Kalangan Rathna.

Talking about one of the most inno-
vative collaborations with a step chain
studio, she says, “They have dancers who
perform Latin American style on wheel-
chair. This year I have integrated
Kuchipudi with it.” She explains the idea
behind this that such a dance form chal-
lenges the perception of body. When it
comes to a disabled person, we look at
them with sympathy as they can’t dance.
But, sometimes we cannot fathom their
potential. “The way they dance with their
challenge surprises me because they do

it so beautifully,” Arunima adds.
She has collaborated with Baluji

foundation, the world’s only blind orches-
tra and created a piece called antardrishti
(inner vision) with them. It is a blind cast
of musicians and four dancers who could
see. She did that show in darkness as she
wanted the audience to feel it and
understand how it feels when your
world is dark. Citing the experience as
an amazing one, she says, “While I was
working with them they could sense
when I am well and when I am not. They
could figure out my mood.”

She developed her love affair with
Kuchipudi while she was learning it from
Jayarama Rao and Vanashree Rao.
Arunima says she found a home in terms
of her dance school because she learnt a
lot of tradition and history from them.
Along with this she used to have make-
up and abhinay session too. Talking about
her journey, Arunima says, “It was a
beautiful journey initially but was diffi-
cult to manage with my studies but I
clinged onto it. I would skip a film with
my friends but never skip the dance
class.” She feels it is this commitment
which helped her step the ladder of suc-
cess. 

Talking about the strong identity
India is gaining at an international level,
Arunima says, “I am very proud of that.
I proudly wear my Indian outfits and
bindi but I am extremely contemporary
in my outlook. I understand the aesthet-
ics of my society so that I stay relevant.”
But there is a huge gap to promote clas-
sical Indian art in the UK and Arunima
wanted to fill this gap. She is trying to
embed her art in the DNA  of the British
society. Indian art can surpass barriers,
even if people don’t understand our lan-
guage they know what we do. She wants
to make this art accessible to the global
audience. Arunima feels that just like
yoga, an entire ecosystem needs to be cre-
ated to revive dance forms as well. She
says, “Indian dance has music and tech-
niques and is an extension of yoga. Our
poses, postures and rhythm coupled with
mythology offers so much altogether.” 

She works on social issues like
mental illness and domestic violence as
it affects her deeply and is close to her
heart. Arunima shares further that she
loves to integrate with anything that
affects her and her performances are
making a difference. Arunima says, “I
am glad that at least I am provoking
debate, I am breaking barriers. It’s
always difficult for me to do it, when I
start I don’t know how it will go, but at
the end of the day when the artist and
the audience have something to say
about the performance, I think I have
done my bit.”

Ordering food online or getting
heavy discounts on meals during
a dinner at some outlet has

changed the definition of how we look at
eating out today. And certainly, Zomato
and the likes of it have a huge role to play
here. However, even though this might
have made ordering and deliveries easi-
er and even increased the popularity of
the outlets associated with such platforms,
it never gave a clear picture of who actu-
ally raked in the profits and who stood
at the other end.

Well, picture this. A person called X
has started his own venture, conceptual-
ising a tiny, cloud kitchen tucked in the
corner of the city, which serves the food
only through deliveries via various food
apps online. He listed his outlet on
Zomato and Swiggy. However, a few
months later, the advent of a set of new
rules by Zomato, which restricted the
food preparation time for restaurants to
15 minutes, disappointed X. He and his
team prepare the dishes from the scratch
and cannot finish working on them in
such a short span. Zomato, to keep up the
delivery game, also instructed the restau-
rants that fines would be levied on them
if they delay the acceptance of orders or
miss the deadlines. This might have ben-
efitted the food delivery service app in
increasing its popularity but X certainly
believes that such apps cannot dictate
what and how he should sell to his cus-
tomers. Another factor that hurts him
and many like him in the industry is the
concept of deep-discounting by food
aggregators that has made many restau-
rants realise that they are losing more
than they’re gaining. And it has started
to hurt the margins.

Launching a logging out campaign
against the dine-in schemes, around
1,200 restaurants in major cities have
delisted themselves from food aggrega-
tor apps like Zomato Gold, Dineout,
Magicpin, NearBuy, etc. The campaign is
led by the National Restaurants
Association of India (NRAI). President
Rahul Singh recently said, “It’s decided
that all aggregators will rejig their features,
which will allow the restaurant-cus-
tomer ecosystem to detox from the
addiction of deep discounts that has crip-
pled the industry.” As per the data,
Zomato has said that it would consider
redesigning its Gold membership, which
allows users to avail one or two dishes or
drinks free at the associated restaurants.
It will also put on hold its Zomato Infinity
offer, which enables the ‘Eat As Much As
You Can’ offer. Over the past six days,
Zomato has lost one per cent of its restau-
rant partner base of its membership-
based dining-out scheme service, Gold.
Zomato founder and chief-executive
Deepinder Goyal had tweeted against the
campaign, urging restaurant owners to
stop it and rather plan out sustainable
options together. The tweet also added
that the aggregator will make modifica-
tions to Zomato Gold, “which will result
in a win-win situation for restaurants and
consumers.”

The online food delivery and dine-
in aggregators, including Zomato, have
now agreed to tone down and rationalise
their offers and heavy discounts. Ankit

Mehrotra, co-founder and CEO, Dineout,
tells us that the follow-up decision had
been taken after they had an “insightful”
meeting with the NRAI and restaurant-
owners regarding the campaign. He says
that NRAI has acknowledged their
“restaurant-first approach,” and points out
that over the past eight years, “we have
always believed in sustainable discount-
ing. Each of our 18,000 restaurant part-
ners across 17 cities are free to decide
their own promotions depending upon
the day of the week and the time of the
day and we do not believe in enforcing
a common discounting strategy.”

He draws comparisons and says that
Gourmet Passport acts as a discovery pro-
gramme for their curated list of 1,700
restaurants, “which restricts the unlim-
ited 1+1 offer to three free dishes every
restaurant per year, whereas, other plat-
forms offer 1+1 every day of the year.” He
says that however, they are currently in
constant discussion with restaurant-
owners to create a “win-win” situation for
all.

Zorawar Kalra, founder and manag-
ing director at Massive Restaurants,
says, “In an industry with already razor-
thin margins, the deep discounting
being offered by some of the aggregators
creates huge pressure on the industry.”
He points out how the adoption rates
were initially high to get on to this aggre-

gate of platforms due to competitive pres-
sures. “The picture that was initially
shown was that of an increasing size of
the industry. However, what started out
as something that would increase foot-
falls to the restaurants and in general,
increase revenues, enhance the guest
experience, has turned into massive
discounts that render unprofitable sales.
In many cases, it ends up costing the
restaurant to service these offers. The
restaurant lives and breathes due to its
patrons and will go to the ends of the
earth for them. We believe in a sustain-
able ecosystem whereby aggregators
help increase the size of the industry in
a sustainable manner by focussing on
quality rather than discounting,” he says
and suggests that only then can restau-
rants and aggregator platforms jointly
thrive. Savar Malhotra, managing part-
ner of The Embassy Restaurant,
Connaught Place, believes that it is a
great initiative taken by NRAI and they
are supporting the campaign because “we
feel aggregators are misusing their pow-
ers and dictating business terms to us.”

Certainly, aggregators have built
their products without taking into count
any inputs from the restaurants. “They
need to understand that the restaurant
is the star. They are using our products
to sell discounting addiction to the cus-
tomer which is dangerous. Addiction of

any kind is poor and especially, if you
give discounts, it only has a negative
effect on the industry in the long run,”
says Kalra and goes on to add that a typ-
ical margin of the restaurant is 15 to 18
per cent and some of these discounts
amount to more than 25 to 30 per cent.
Says he, “And sometimes it is even 50 per
cent, which means the restaurant is los-
ing money every time they serve a cus-
tomer, which comes through one of these
platforms.”

Pointing towards the GST reforms,
where the input tax credit was removed
from the restaurant industry, he says, it
had even bigger “delusionary and defla-
tionary pressure” on the industry and as
a result, restaurants are finding it diffi-
cult to stay afloat. “One also needs to
understand that the industry is the sec-
ond largest employee of human capital
in the country and contributes to almost
two per cent of country’s GDP. A few
years ago before these aggregator plat-
forms came on, their growth graph was
good. The industry was growing at 21 per
cent annually, which means every four
years, it was doubling and margins were
good,” he says. It was the time when cus-
tomers used to be happy when they were
given a “complementary dessert or a
cocktail.” However, today, the difference
has come. Even if the customers liked the
place but didn’t get a sop, they would

walk out. “And restaurants simply can-
not afford this. If the margin is 15 per
cent, how can I pay a 25 per cent dis-
count? It would mean I am losing out 10
per cent on every dish that I serve,” adds
Kalra.

Talking about how they can redesign
their schemes, Malhotra says,
“Restaurants don’t have heavy margins
to afford the ‘buy one get one free’ con-
cept. Also, we are here to make money
and not to work for aggregators. Hence,
any scheme that will be introduced
should take the cost of products in
account.” Kalra suggests that the restau-
rants can serve better only if these plat-
forms “do not come in the way” because
Indians love eating out and it’s always
been a source of entertainment for
them. He says, “We spend the highest
amount of disposable income in eating
out than any other form of entertain-
ment. The restaurant industry is 40 times
larger than Bollywood. The removal of
discounts might create certain interim
problems of some short-lived issues,
where people who were addicted to dis-
counts might start eating out less. But this
will definitely change because people
inherently love going out. Moreover,
since the restaurant will be more prof-
itable, it will be able to focus more on
high quality rather than dilute quality to
serve the discounted customers.”

However, there are two questions
which arise here. First, if these platforms
are completely put away, many people
and delivery partners would be left
unemployed. What would happen to
them? Second, there are many food out-
lets which had never associated them-
selves with these food apps. They have
run on their original prices. Why did the
registered restaurants then accept them
in the first place, knowing that this might
land them in losses?

The Marvel Cinematic Universe will no longer pro-
duce Spider-Man films, after negotiations fell

through between Disney and Sony Pictures.
The two studios have been sharing the brand

Spider-Man across a plethora of films since 2015. As
part of the previous agreement, Marvel had also been
acting as producer of the 2017 and 2019 standalone
Sony Spider-Man films starring Tom Holland. Both
films were blockbusters.

However, Disney and Sony recently broke the deal
as they are unable to reach new terms for funding of
future films. Marvel president Kevin Feige, who served
as creative lead in the two latest films of the franchise
— Spider-Man: Far From Home and Spider-Man:
Homecoming, will not have the same role in the two
movies reportedly in the works, unless an agreement
is reached. 

A statement has been issued on behalf of Sony
Pictures on their official Twitter handle. “Much of
today’s news about Spider-Man has mischaracterised
recent discussions about Kevin Feige’s involvement in
the franchise. We are disappointed, but respect
Disney's decision not to have him continue as a lead
producer of our next live action Spider-Man film. We
hope this might change in the future, but understand
that the many new responsibilities that Disney has
given him - including all their newly added Marvel
properties - do not allow time for him to work on IP
they do not own. Kevin is terrific and we are grateful
for his help and guidance and appreciate the path he
has helped put us on, which we will continue," the state-
ment read.

The news left many Spider-Man fans in shock.
Deadpool actor Ryan Reynolds also expressed grief.
One fan tagged Tom Holland and Reynolds in a tweet,
asking them for a crossover film featuring Spider-Man
and Deadpool. 

“Can we get a Spider-Man and Deadpool movie
now,” the person wrote. Responding to the tweet,
Reynolds said, “You can. But you can only see it in my
heart.”

Not only this, actor Jeremy Renner, who played
Hawkeye in the Marvel films so far, tweeted, “Hey Sony
Pictures, we want Spider-Man back please.”
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The tourism minister of
Uttarakhand, Satpal Maharaj,
talks about his plans for

enhancing Uttarakhand tourism in
the coming years.  He is exploring
possibilities for broadening the trek
route and upgrading the infrastruc-
ture to facilitate the process of
tourism. 

Uttarakhand is becoming a des-
tination for winters. Maharaj says,
“We will make an Alpine village
during winters. At that time many
tourists come who are interested in
investing.” This will help the state in
meeting its demands. He has suggest-
ed the ministers to hold the next
meeting in Kashmir so that they can
work together and exchange their
inputs which will help each other
grow. He has been to Kashmir but was
always in between the Armed Forces
as the chairman of Defence
Committee. 

Uttarakhand is hit by landslides
and floods too often. Therefore, it is
the need of the hour to work on dis-
aster management. Maharaj is mak-
ing efforts to make the tourism of the
state world class. But there are vari-
ous things that hold him back. He
says, “We need to have skilled people
and expertise. How many people
understand the potential of
Uttarakhand?” They need to be aware
of its future prospectives and there is
a dire need to develop the equipment
for the training of various water
sports too.

To add to the process he has writ-
ten letters to his MLAs and asked
them about “haunted or old houses
and hot water springs nearby” so that
he can develop and utilise them for
some useful purpose. He shares about
his idea of air balloons in Kumbh but
the authorities denied. “They felt that

it will collide but it will not. They don’t
have an understanding of the employ-
ment that it will generate,” he adds.
Talking about the void in the system
he shares that he interacted with the

film council and requested them to
come for shoots in the state. But when
they came, they were questioned by
forest authorities. “We need to erode
this loophole at various levels. When

people from other states come, we
should try to give them a personal
touch. It will add charm to the beau-
ty of the state. Local tourism is a good
way to open local avenues for employ-

ment but infrastructure and water
issues still needs to be worked upon,”
says he.

The state is looking for alternate
Char Dham routes so that it becomes
accessible to everyone and will
increase tourists also. He has contact-
ed the ropeway firms to provide their
facilities at more places and also made
a point that Ramnagar and
Vikasnagar can become the routes for
the yatra. The arrangements are
being tightened up and work on infra-
structure is being carried out heavi-
ly so that pilgrims do not face any dif-
ficulties.

Uttarakhand is gradually becom-
ing a high end tourist state. It is plan-
ning to introduce mobile caravans
which will offer various facilities
and give a new sense of tourism cou-
pled with luxury homestays. And as
trekking routes are becoming more
advanced, it will help in attracting
domestic and international tourists as
well. The efforts are clearly evident
through Uttarakhand Tourism
Development Board’s (UTDB) cam-
paign, #DoTheNew, which suggests to
do something that would connect
with the nature. This has helped the
state to grab eyeballs from all across.
The state is also geared up to hold the
car rally and white water rafting in the
forthcoming months.

(������ 3� �6�	�����#��'��$��	������������
���������������� � ��
�����;����#�� ��
����������
���������(6'��������
���������!�����������!����� !���
A<&����� ��������	����� �����������;�

The 48-member Indian team
representing the country at

the WorldSkills was given a
grand send-off at a ceremony.
It was organised by National
Skill Development Corporation
(NSDC) under the aegis of
Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship (MSDE)
to motivate the participants as
they gear up to pit their skills
against the best in the world.
India is the sixth largest team
that will take part in the com-
petition.

Nearly 1,500 competitors
from 60 countries will compete
in 56 skill competitions at this
mega event in Kazan, Russia,
which is on till August 27. Our
team will participate in 44
skills, including mobile robot-
ics, prototype modelling, hair-
dressing, baking, confectionary
and patisserie, welding, brick
laying, car painting, floristry
and so much more. 

Addressing the candidates,

Dr Mahendra Nath Pandey,
Minister for Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship, said,
“My heartiest congratulations
to the 48 of you. You all will
now represent the country at
the world’s biggest skill compe-
tition. My advice to you is to
compete in the true spirit of
participation and make India
proud on the global platform
and at the same time learn
from your international peers
competing with you.
Participating at events of such
scale adds to the larger cause of
skill development, which is
integral to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of a
skilled India.” 

Around 75 per cent of
participants come from tier II
and tier III cities, with 25 per
cent from rural areas.
Candidates have been exposed
to international training with
industry support from over 100
companies.

The month long strike in response to
the call given by the three recognised

Defence Federations commenced on
Tuesday. The strike has been undertak-
en to oppose the proposed corporatisa-
tion of the Ordnance Factories. 

It is, however, emphasised that the
proposed policy of corporatisation of
Ordnance Factories by the Government
of India is aimed at providing greater flex-
ibility in day-to-day functioning,
increased operational freedom and auton-
omy in decision making, leading to
enhanced productivity. This will enable
the Ordnance Factories to respond faster
to the futuristic needs of the Armed
Forces and provide an impetus to the
export potential of its products.

CISF Wives Welfare
Association, Sanrakshika,

has been playing a significant
role in helping the families and
wards of CISF personnel to
attain their full potential and
thereby empowering them to
contribute in growth of their
family and society at large. 

The association celebrated
its sixth foundation day at Siri
Fort Auditorium. Sonal Shah,
wife of Union Home Minister,
was the chief guest on the
occasion.

Ranjeeta Ranjan, presi-
dent of the association, said

that it has been our endeavour
that every member of the
CISF family should become
independent and capable so
that a strong society can be
created. “Since its inception,
the association has carried
out many activities such as,
DG’s merit award in acade-
mics, DG’s scholarship exclu-
sively for wards of martyrs,
financial assistance to spe-
cially-abled wards of CISF,
opening of computer centers
and skill development centers
at various locations,” she
added.
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With agriculture
emerging as a com-

petitive domain to tradi-
tional Industry driven
companies, SRM Institute
of Science and Technology
plans to set up a college of
agriculture in
Acharapakkam in
Chengalpattu district. The
chancellor Dr TR
Paarivendhar announced
on Monday. The chancel-
lor Dr TR Paarivendhar,
who is also the MP of
Perambalur, said that 200

acres has been reserved for
the college, where students
can cultivate their own
land in a rural ambience to
emerge as agri-entrepre-
neurs instead of pursuing
a career in an MNC. 

“You have to apply

your mind on how to do
agriculture and horticul-
ture with modern technol-
ogy and earn five times
more than what you would
earn in an MNC or by pur-
suing a career in other
fields,” he said. 
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BHEL has installed 4x180 MW
Mangdechhu hydroelectric project at

Thimpu, Bhutan. It was inaugurated by
Narendra Modi in the presence of Bhutan’s
Prime Minister, Dr Lotay Tshering.

With this, it has demonstrated its engi-
neering and project management skills and
a commitment to undertake challenging jobs
as part of its responsibility towards relation
building with neighbouring countries. The
Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project
Authority (MHPA) officials have appreciat-
ed this effort.

BHEL has executed the electro-mechan-
ical package for the project which includes
design, manufacture, supply, transportation,
storage, erection, testing and commission-
ing of generating units and associated aux-
iliaries including pelton turbines, generators,
governors, MIV, etc along with balance of
plant items — bus duct, DC system, EOT
cranes etc. The equipment have been sup-
plied from BHEL’s manufacturing units at
Bhopal, Bengaluru, Rudrapur, Hyderabad,
Jhansi and Mumbai, while erection and
commissioning on site was carried out by
the company’s power sector in eastern
region, Kolkata.

The run-of-the-river hydroelectric plant
constructed on Mangdechhu river in Bhutan
has a gross head of 692 metre, with four
numbers pelton turbines generating 720
MW from the project. The project has been
executed under difficult terrain conditions
with limited road connectivity as well as fre-
quent disruptions during monsoons. This
pelton turbine is the highest rating vertical
turbine, designed, manufactured and sup-
plied by BHEL outside India. The state-of-
the-art valmet DNA-based plant controls
have also been deployed by BHEL for the
first time for a hydro power project outside
India.

The Government of India has
taken major initiatives to bring

development in the Union
Territories of Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh.  The Institute of
Company Secretaries of India
aligning with the initiatives of the
Government of India has
launched a special fee waiver
scheme for the students there.

Launching the scheme,
Jamyang Tsering Namgyal,
Member of Parliament (LS),
Ladakh, appreciated the efforts of
the Institute and said, “This ini-

tiative will immensely contribute
towards bringing the students of
Ladakh to the main stream.”

Informing about the scheme,
CS Ranjeet Pandey, president of
ICSI said, “The Institute of
Company Secretaries of India has
always considered itself a proud
partner in the varied initiatives of
the Government of India. Though

inclusive growth has been an
agenda for the Government for
long, we at ICSI firmly believe that
the achievement of such a goal
finds foundation in making avail-
able quality education to one and
all. We are hopeful that this ini-
tiative shall open doors of educa-
tion and opportunity for the
youth of the nation.”

Students belonging to J & K
and Ladakh, who have cleared
their 12th or bachelor’s degree
shall be eligible for fee waiver
while registering for CS
Foundation Programme and CS
Executive Programme respective-
ly.

It is expected that the above
initiatives will not only play sig-
nificant role in promoting excel-
lence but will also empower the
youth of J & K and Ladakh and
bring them to the mainstream by
nurturing their brilliance.

R|Elan, the next-gen fabrics
from RIL (Reliance

Industries Limited), has joined
hands with fashion retailer Neva
Garments, based out of
Ludhiana. 

The arrangement will
enable R|Elan and Neva to offer
the best quality solutions to con-
sumers across the country and
meet their ever growing
demand for comfortable appar-
el in activewear, athleisure,
sportswear, sleepwear and
innerwear. 

Speaking about the partner-
ship, Nirmal Kumar Jain, man-
aging director, Neva Garments
Limited said, “Neva has been a
cotton dominated brand in all
its segments. For the last three
to four years, we have diversi-
fied into active wear category,
which is growing at a rapid rate.” 

Further Niti Jain, director of
Neva, added, “Our quilted ther-
mals are well appreciated and
have a strong presence across
the country with a loyal cus-
tomer base.”

R|Elan has made a strong
impression by bringing in new
generation of micro-polyesters
with various functional proper-
ties like moisture management,
wicking, odour-free antimicro-
bial and more. The products like
kooltex, feelfresh, airtherm have
a great potential to combine
with cotton and also on a stand-
alone basis to form great gar-
ments with aesthetics and at
affordable prices. Thus there is
a great synergy between both
the brands. 
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Injured by the negative and mali-
cious behaviour of some council-

lors, additional municipal com-
missioner Shiv Pujan Yadav has
transferred himself to the Lucknow
directorate. The transfer is consid-
ered a major setback for some BJP
councillors and the mayor. This is
the first time in the history of
Ghaziabad municipal corporation
that an officer had written to the UP

government and expressed his
desire to transfer.

Ghaziabad is considered as
kamdhenu district for officers of
Uttar Pradesh. Officers use political
access to get the goods there. A few
days ago, some BJP councillors
accused Yadav of taking �78 lakh as
scam, including financial irregular-
ities in appointments of goods. The
committee was made in which the

allegations were found malicious.
Despite getting a clean chit from the
inquiry committee, some BJP coun-
cillors tried to keep the matter
intact. Therefore, Yadav wrote to the
Uttar Pradesh directorate about his
transfer, and the government trans-
ferred him. This shows that some
councillors keep making ungrateful
complaints against the officers to
take them under pressure.
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New Zealand will be
hoping to add to Sri

Lanka’s poor record at their
own Oval ground and level the series in the second and
final Test starting today.

Unlike the spinner’s paradise at Galle and the bat-
ting heaven that is the SSC, the Oval — the only ground
in Asia where Don Bradman played — favours seam
bowlers.

Sri Lanka have been often exposed here by quality
seam bowlers and one up in the two-match series, they
will have New Zealand’s Trent Boult and Tim Southee
— and possibly Neil Wagner — to contend with.

In the last 10 years, Sri Lanka have played seven
games at The Oval and lost five, including once to New
Zealand. In that game seven years ago, Southee claimed
eight wickets while Boult finished with seven.

“We have some fond memories from last time, and
we managed to win that,” New Zealand wicketkeeper BJ
Watling said at a pre-match media briefing on
Wednesday.

Left-arm quick Wagner claimed nine wickets in New
Zealand’s last Test match and was unlucky to miss out
in Galle as conditions heavily favoured spin. He is expect-
ed to make a return possibly at the expense of Mitchell
Santner.

The opening Test was a lot closer than the six-wick-
et margin suggests and the New Zealanders know that
fielding lapses cost them dearly after setting Sri Lanka
a daunting task of 268 runs.

Sri Lanka, meanwhile, will leave out off-spinner Akila
Dananjaya, whose action was reported to be suspect for
a second time by match officials after the Galle Test.

Dananjaya, who claimed a five-wicket haul in the
opening game, was forced to remodel his action after it
was first reported in November last year.

Technically he is allowed to play the second Test, but
he is likely to travel to India instead to test his action.
Dilruwan Perera has been drafted into the squad and is
expected to play.

Sri Lanka will move up to the number five of the
official ICC rankings if they win the second Test and the
series.

More importantly, it will give them a strong start in
the World Test Championship.
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Australia coach Justin Langer has told
his side to avoid being drawn into a

bouncer battle after Steve Smith was ruled
out of the third Ashes Test against
England.

Star batsman Smith suffered delayed
concussion symptoms after being hit on
his neck by a 92 mph bouncer from
England fast bowler Jofra Archer during
the drawn second Test at Lord’s.

His absence from the third Test at
Headingley starting today leaves Australia
with a huge hole to fill.

Smith marked his return to Test
cricket after a 12-month ball-tampering
ban with innings of 144 and 142 during
Australia’s 251-run win in the first Test at
Edgbaston.

He also made 92, having retired hurt
after being hit when on 80, at Lord’s where
Marnus Labuschagne, Test cricket’s first
concussion substitute, made a brave fifty
in the second innings after being hit flush
on the grille of his helmet by Archer.

World Cup-winning fast bowler
Archer struck several telling blows on a
Test debut that yielded five wickets.

Australia also have plenty of fast-bowl-
ing firepower at their disposal in Pat
Cummins, Josh Hazlewood and Mitchell
Starc. But Langer insisted his side would
not be sidetracked from their goal of
becoming the first Australia side in 18
years to win an Ashes series in England.

“We know what our plans are to beat
England,” Langer told reporters at
Headingley, where the third Test starts on
today.

“It’s not an ego game,” the former
Australia opening batsman insisted.

“We’re here to win the Test match, not
to see how many bruises we can give.

“I’m sure the bouncer will still be part
of every bowler’s armoury, if it helps us get
batsmen out then we’ll use it, otherwise
we’ll keep sticking to the plan.”

England are still without James
Anderson after their all-time leading
wicket-taker broke down with a calf
injury after bowling just four overs at
Edgbaston.

Smith and England opener Rory

Burns apart, both top-orders have strug-
gled in the face of some quality fast bowl-
ing.

But England have stuck by Jason Roy,
even though the World Cup-winning
opener averages just 10 in four innings this
series.

Roy, however, has mainly been a mid-
dle-order batsman in first-class cricket
with Surrey. England coach Trevor Bayliss
hinted at a reshuffle in the batting line-up,
if not in personnel.

“We think we’ve got the best seven bat-
ters available to us at the moment in
England... Whether we can change it
round and make that (order) any better,
I’m not sure, but we’ll certainly have a dis-
cussion about it,” he said.

“There’s one or two batting spots in
the wrong positions but we’re trying to do
the right thing by the team,” England’s
Australian coach added.

Now the question is can England, who
had Australia 122-8 in their first innings
at Edgbaston only for Smith to steer his
side to 284, take advantage of his absence?

England will look for more heroics
from Archer and hope that, with Ben
Stokes fresh from an unbeaten century at
Lord’s, someone can give their attack
enough runs to play with.
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Aperfect combination and a winning
start will be foremost on skipper Virat
Kohli’s mind when India take on West

Indies in their inaugural World Test
Championship opener here on Thursday.

A win in the opening Test will be the
27th for Kohli as skipper and will put him
on even keel with his predecessor Mahendra
Singh Dhoni. A century in the game (19th
as captain) will place him on par with Ricky
Ponting.

On paper, a batting line-up that has
Kohli, Cheteshwar Pujara, KL Rahul, Rohit
Sharma and Rishabh Pant in the ranks
should be termed clear favourites but this
West Indies team, led by Jason Holder, is no
pushover.

England found that out the hard way at
the start of the year when they lost a Test
series 1-2 in some of the most lively pitch-
es on the Caribbean islands in recent times.

One such pacer-friendly wicket was at
the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in Antigua
where Kohli and his men will be facing the
Windies first up.

The last Test played here saw England
scoring 187 and 132 but that was a differ-
ent time of the year.

Nevertheless, Kohli and head coach Ravi
Shastri, who recently got a fresh contract, will
be wary of the challenge that can be posed
by the new ball pair of Kemar Roach and
Shannon Gabriel along with Jason Holder
bowling his steady seam-up spells.

If there is pace and bounce, Kohli is like-
ly to go with four specialist bowlers in which
Ravichandran Ashwin and Kuldeep Yadav
will be fighting for the lone spinner’s slot.

The three pacers, in all likelihood, will
be Jasprit Bumrah, Ishant Sharma and
Mohammed Shami.

However, it is the batting combination
that will be the skipper’s primary worry and
if he can get it right, that will be considered
as a tactical victory.

In an ideal situation, if Hardik Pandya
was available, Kohli would have been tempt-

ed to drop one among Rohit Sharma and
Ajinkya Rahane but given the recent record
of West Indies in Tests, he might go in with
an extra batsman which means both will fea-
ture in the playing XI.

If a green-top is provided and Kohli still
goes with five bowlers which includes
Ravindra Jadeja as an all-rounder, it could
well be a toss-up between the two

Mumbaikars.
The other issue will be at the top of the

order as to who will open with Mayank
Agarwal.

The common logic says KL Rahul, who
is a specialist opener, but Hanuma Vihari was
sent to do the fire-fighting in Australia and
it would be unfair to not give him another
opportunity against a relatively easier pace

attack.
The West Indies team in the Test format

has been an understated one with players
who have more talent than what the num-
bers currently show.

In Shai Hope, John Campbell and
Shimron Hetmyer, they have the three tal-
ented youngsters.

Roston Chase, during the 2016 series
against India, had thwarted Ashwin for a
whole fifth day in Kingston after West Indies
were staring at an innings defeat. In addi-
tion to that, he is a steady off-spinner with
50 Test wickets.

Darren Bravo is their most experienced
batsman with 52 Tests and nearly 3500 runs
under his belt.

However, the kind of talent he is, an
average of 38 plus with only eight hundreds
doesn’t justify that.

All eyes will also be on whether, the new
“giant” of world cricket, Rahkeem Cornwall
is given an opportunity.

His imposing physical structure may
have grabbed attention but Cornwall has also
been a performer with his effective off-
breaks and handy lower-middle-order bat-
ting.

SQUADS
India: Virat Kohli (captain), Mayank
Aagrwal, KL Rahul, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Hanuma Vihari, Ajinkya Rahane, Rohit
Sharma, Rishabh Pant (wk), Kuldep Yadav,
Ravichandran Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja,
Ishant Sharma, Mohammed Shami, Jasprit
Bumrah, Umesh Yadav, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Wriddhiman Saha (wk)
West Indies: Jason Holder (c), Kraigg
Brathwaite, Darren Bravo, Shamarh Brooks,
John Campbell, Roston Chase, Rakheem
Cornwall, Shane Dowrich, Shannon Gabriel,
Shimron Hetmyer, Shai Hope, Keemo Paul,
Kemar Roach.
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Former Test captain Anil Kumble’s
ability to boost confidence of the

players makes him an ideal candidate
for the role of chairman of selectors,
said Virender Sehwag, who also
advocated a hike in remuneration for
the job.

Never to mince his words, former
opener Sehwag said BCCI needs to
pay more for heading the selectors’
committee.

The current selection panel, led
by MSK Prasad, has faced a lot of flak
for it being a lightweight with a cumu-
lative experience of 13 Tests.

“I think Anil Kumble
could be the right candi-
date for the chairman of
selectors post. He is some-
one who has interacted
with Sachin (Tendulkar),
Sourav (Ganguly) and
Rahul (Dravid) as a
player and with
youngsters as a
coach,” Sehwag
told reporters
during launch of
a new app ‘The
Selector’.

“When I
made a come-
back (Australia
series 2007-08),
he (Kumble)
came to my room
and said you will
not be dropped for
the next two series.
That’s the kind of
confidence a player
needs,” said Sehwag.

However, Sehwag
also said that he doesn’t
think that Kumble will
agree to do the job right
now since the chairman
gets �1 crore per annum.

“BCCI needs to raise
bar as far as pay is con-
cerned. Then a lot of play-
ers will be interested,” said
Sehwag.

Asked if he would also
be interested in this post,
Sehwag said that he doesn’t
like too many restrictions.

“I write columns, appear
on TV and being selector
will mean a lot of
restrictions. I don’t
know whether I
would like so many

restrictions,” the former Indian open-
er said.

Sehwag, who had lost the race to
be India’s coach in 2017 to Ravi
Shastri, said that he did not apply this
time.

“In 2017, the BCCI secretary and
(late) Dr MV Sridhar (GM Cricket
Operations) asked me to apply so I
applied. This time no one asked me,
so I didn’t apply,” said Sehwag when
asked if he was amused in the man-
ner Shastri was re-appointed the
coach.

As the talk veered towards play-
ing XI for the first Test against West
Indies, Sehwag’s vote went to Ajinkya
Rahane if India played five bowlers.

“Ajinkya Rahane has been bat-
ting at No 4 (No 5) so if it is a case
of five bowlers then he should play.
Rohit Sharma comes in only if you

go with four bowlers,” Sehwag
reasoned.

He also felt that
“Mahendra Singh

Dhoni should have
batted at number
five” in the World
Cup semi-final
against New
Zealand.

“...Players like
Hardik Pandya,
who can play big
shots should have
come in at number

seven towards the
end,” said the for-

mer India captain.
He also expressed

his happiness at S
Sreesanth’s life ban
being reduced to seven
years.

“I am very happy
for him. He now needs
to play domestic crick-
et,” he said.

Sehwag was
amused when he was
asked about sugges-
tions on wearing neck
guards in the wake of
Steve Smith recent
injury.

“Why do you
need to show your
neck to the bowler?
You have a bat and
you are wearing a
helmet. In my entire
career, I never used

chest pads,” Sehwag
said.
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Celebrated Indian boxer M C Mary
Kom on Wednesday said proven

performers should not be made to
undergo selection trials and asserted that
she did no wrong by seeking an exemp-
tion from the ones for the world cham-
pionships.

A controversy broke out over Mary’s
selection for the women’s World Boxing
Championships in Russia after her com-
petitor in the 51kg category, Nikhat
Zareen, was refused a trial bout. Zareen,
in a letter to the Boxing Federation of
India (BFI), alleged that she was stopped
from competing despite having a sched-
uled trial bout.

Mary Kom, a six-time world cham-
pion and an Olympic Bronze-medallist,
was chosen by the BFI selection panel
based on her Gold medal-winning per-
formances at the India Open and a sub-
sequent tournament in Indonesia.

“Maybe, the BFI can change the pro-
gramme altogether, no trial for boxers
who are performing well, they can
directly get the quota for any champi-
onship or tournament,” Mary said on the
sidelines of an event arranged by the All
India Gaming Federation.

The world championship is sched-

uled to be held in Russia in September-
October.

“You look at other games like bad-
minton, who gives trials? Did Saina
Nehwal and P V Sindhu give any trial?”
she added.

Mary defeated Zareen in the semi-
final of the India Open in Guwahati ear-

lier this year. When quizzed on her deci-
sion to approach the BFI with a request
for exemption, Mary Kom said she
merely left it on the federation and did
not pressurise it to rule in her favour.

“I felt weird about my decision but
I had told BFI clearly you decide who is
doing better. If I have to give a trial or
not is not in my hands. The BFI decides
all these things, it’s upto them” she said.

Soon after this furore, Mary Kom
was caught in the eye of the storm on
being picked in the selection panel for
this year’s national sports awards. The
point of contention was her personal
coach Chhote Lal Yadav’s application for
the Dronacharya award.

Mary Kom recused herself from the
selection committee’s proceedings after
a media storm on conflict of interest.
Yadav was eventually not among the
nominees finalised this year.

“This was my second time in the
committee. I have recommended many
coaches and at that time there was no
controversy. This time I don’t know what
happened, the media created a contro-
versy, so I recused myself,” she said.

Mary Kom was part of the awards
selection committee for Dronacharya in
2016 as well but her coach was not in
fray at that time.
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Puneri Paltan registered a
31-23 win against defend-

ing champions Bengaluru
Bulls  in a Pro-Kabaddi
League match at Jawaharlal
Nehru Indoor Stadium here
on Wednesday.

A heavily bandaged
Surjeet Singh at the centre
was the leader (6 tackle
points) in the defensive unit
for Puneri Paltan, never
allowing the leagues best
raider, Pawan Sehrawat, to
weave his magic.

Sagar Krishna came in for
a struggling Girish Ernak as
coach Anup Kumar made the
changes to a faltering Pune
side while the Bengaluru
Bulls went in with an extra
defender in the line-up
buoyed by the performances
of their two raiders in Pawan
Sehrawat and Rohit Kumar.

It was the Pune team
which started off well, consis-
tently tackling Bengaluru
Bulls raiders, with Sagar
Krishna justifying his inclu-
sion with an incredible body
block on Rohit Kumar six
minutes into the match.

The defensive units
matched each other tackle for
tackle, as the raiders, includ-
ing Punes Nitin Tomar strug-
gled to impress.

A low-scoring, heavy
tackling first half, which also
saw Sehrawat reach 100
points for the season, ended
with scores even at 10-10.

Bengalurus decision to
play just two raiders backfired

as Paltans improved defence
thwarted any raider who ven-
tured into their territory.

Pune inflicted the game's
only All-Out on Bengaluru
Bulls in the sixth minute of
the second half to open up an
8-point gap.

Manjeets clever raids in
do-or-die situations were also
vital for Pune as they raced to
a two-digit lead. 

The defence held firm, as
Surjeet Singh completed a
personal milestone of 250
points in Pro Kabaddi League,
and secured a very important
victory that pushed his team
up to 10th in the league
standings.

Bengalurus loss meant
they lost out on an opportu-
nity to go to the top of the
points table.
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