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Aday after Chief Economic
Adviser (CEA)

Krishnamurthy Subramanian
ruled out a major stimulus
package for the economy trig-
gering a massive sell-off in the
equity market, the
Government did just the oppo-
site on Friday.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday
announced a slew of mea-
sures to perk up the economy
and address the concerns of
foreign portfolio investors ,
who  pulled out nearly $3 bil-
lion from the India stock mar-
kets ever since the Budget
imposed surcharge on their
investment. Relentless selling
by the foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) and concerns
about the health of economy
saw sensex losing more than
4,000 points in less than two
months.

The stimulus package
included rollback of super-
rich surcharge on FPIs, domes-
tic investors on gains from
stock market, frontloading of
already announced �70,000
crore of recapitulation package

for PSU banks, CSR violation
not to be treated as criminal
offence, reduction on EMIs for
housing loans, vehicle and
other retail loans and provid-
ing protection to honest deci-
sion-making by bankers for
boosting lending. Also it
included additional liquidity
support to HFCs raised to
�30,000 crore, pending GST
refunds to MSMEs to be paid
within 30 days, amendment to
MSME Act to move towards
single definition to be consid-
ered, issue of IT orders, notices,
etc through a centralised sys-
tem to cut harassment, etc.

Besides, the Government
said it will set up an inter-
Ministerial task force to short-
list infrastructure projects for
its ambitious target of spend-
ing �100 lakh crore in the sec-
tor.

With several major com-
panies reporting sinking prof-
it and announcing job cuts, the
Government had a few option,
but to come out with some
relief for both the equity mar-
ket and corportates as well as
commoners. The Finance
Minister did try to cover all the
key stakeholders within the

constraints of not too rosy tax
revenue  scenario.

The reveral of FPI sur-
charge shows that the people
engaged in the Budget making
completely failed to under-
stand the mindset of foreign
investors.

It is also baffling why
someone like the CEA made
such a comment about no
stimuls, the news was one of
the prime reason of sail-off in
the market and estimated loss
of  nearly �2 lakh crore of
investors’ wealth in a single
day. 

“In order to encourage
investment in the capital mar-
ket, it has been decided to
withdraw the enhanced sur-
charge levied by Finance
(No.2) Act, 2019 on long/short
term capital gains arising from
the transfer of equity
shares/units,” Sitharaman told
reporters here.  

The move will dent
Government revenues by
�1,400 crore.

Sitharaman had in her
maiden Budget hiked the sur-
charge on income tax paid by
super-rich individuals. The
surcharge, levied on top of the

applicable income tax rate,
was hiked from 15 per cent to
25 per cent for those with tax-
able income of �2-5 crore and
to 37 per cent for those earn-
ing more than �5 crore. This
increased the effective tax rate
for these two groups by 3.12
per cent and 7 per cent to 39
per cent and 42.74 per cent,
respectively.

Some 40 per cent FPIs
automatically came under the
higher tax rate as they have
been investing as a non-cor-
porate entity such as trust or
association of persons (AOPs),
which in the Income Tax law
are classified as an individual
for the purpose of taxation.

Sitharaman also
announced exempting start--
ups from the so-called angel
tax.  “To mitigate genuine dif-
ficulties of start-ups and their
investors, it has been decided
that section 56(2)((viib) of the
Income Tax Act shall not be
applicable to a start-up regis-
tered with DPIIT,” she said.

The  Government also
announced several relief mea-
sures, including deferring one-

time registration fee, lifting ban
on purchase  of petrol/diesel
vehicles and allowing higher
depreciation, but it remained
non-committal on the demand
for a reduction in GST rates.In
a bid to help clear rising inven-
tory of BS-IV emission com-
pliant vehicles, it said such
vehicles purchased till March
31, 2020 will be allowed to ply
till the validity of their regis-
tration. This is because the
country is to leapfrog to sell-
ing only BS-VI emission com-
pliant vehicles from April 1,
2020. Auto sales in the coun-
try have been declining for
almost a year now with the pas-
senger vehicles (PVs) segment
being the worst hit. Industry
estimates suggest that 2 lakh
jobs have been cut in the last
three months as auto compa-
nies and component makers
grapple with slow demand.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said representa-
tives from the automotive sec-
tor had held meetings - both as
an industry and individually.

“BS-IV vehicles was a big
issue. There was a confusion

because the government want-
ed to make an announcement
to encourage electric vehicles
and electric batteries (produc-
tion)... BS-IV vehicles, which
are purchased up to March
2020 will all remain operational
for their entire period of reg-
istration,” she told reporters
while announcing measures to
boost the sagging economic
growth. The  government also
announced an additional Rs
20,000-crore liquidity support
to the struggling housing
finance companies (HFCs), a
move aimed at enhancing their
lending capacity.

The additional liquidity
support to be provided by the
National Housing Bank (NHB)
will help the real estate sector
which is facing a demand slow-
down and cash crunch. The
�20,000 crore is in addition to
�10,000 crore support
announced earlier by the hous-
ing sector regulator NHB.

Announcing this as part of
measures to prop up the econ-
omy, the Finance  Minister  said
now the liquidity support for
HFCs would be �30,000 crore.

�	�##�����	���� (:&�;:,< 

The South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) on

Friday announced that only
those commercial vehicles
which have radio-frequency
identification tags (RFID) will
be allowed to enter the nation-
al Capital after three weeks. 

With the RFID system
coming into force at 13 busy
border points from August 23
midnight, non-RFID vehicles
will have to pay penalties in
order to enter the city.
However, after three weeks,
non-RFID vehicles will not be
allowed to enter the city, SDMC
authorities said.

“After three weeks, those
without RFID will not be
allowed to enter the city,” a
senior corporation official said. 

The 13 entry points receive
85 per cent of the incoming
traffic in Delhi. Once a person
buys an RFID tag and it is past-
ed on his registered vehicle, the
environment compensation
charge will be deducted at the
13 toll plazas automatically. 

The sale of tags will con-
tinue on the points-of-sale
(POS) installed at 13 RFID toll
plazas. Additional six points
have been set up in satellite
towns of UP and 
Haryana. 

The SDMC had earlier
extended the last date for pre-
registration and subsequent
issuance of RFID tags from
August 16 to August 23, con-
sidering difficulties being faced
by owners of commercial vehi-
cles and taxis in getting pre-reg-
istered and subsequently

obtaining RFID tags for entry
into Delhi from 13 toll plazas. 

Additional Commissioner
of SDMC Randhir Sahay said
after Friday midnight, non-
RFID vehicles will have to pay
twice the basic amount of envi-
ronment compensation charge
in the first week. It will become
four times in the second week
and six times in the third
week. “After three weeks, the
entry of non-RFID commercial
vehicles will be completely
banned,” he added.

Around 12 to 15 thou-
sand RFID tags are being
issued every day, Sahay said,
adding that the civic body has
issued 1.63 lakh tags and
expecting the figure may cross
around 1.75 lakh at Friday
midnight. 

RFID tag aided system
facilitates entry of commercial
vehicles without any stoppage
at toll plazas, cashless transac-
tion, and automatic deduction
of the amount of the
Environment Compensation
Charge (ECC) and MCD toll,
completion of the process with-
in three seconds, permanent
solution of the congestion at
toll plaza and no visibility of
long queues apart from con-
taining air pollution, the offi-
cial said. 

The officials said that to
recharge the RFID tags through
mobile handsets, customers
can download ‘MCD Toll App
‘from the mobile play store by
registering their number. The
RFID system will help
smoothen the traffic move-
ment and bring down pollution
levels, he added.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said the

resounding mandate to the
BJP in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
was for building a “new India”,
and asserted corruption, nepo-
tism, loot of people’s money,
and terrorism have been reined
in like never before.

Addressing the Indian
community at the UNESCO
headquarters here, Modi also
talked about “major decisions”
such as banning of practice of
triple talaq, taken by his
Government.

In a veiled reference to
abrogation of Article 370 in
Jammu & Kashmir, Modi said,
“There is no scope for tempo-
rary in India. You would have
seen that a country of 1.25 bil-
lion people, the land of

Mahatma Gandhi, Gautam
Buddha, Ram, Krishna, took 70
years to remove what was tem-

porary. To remove temporary
it took 70 years, I dont know
whether I should laugh or

cry...Reform, perform, and
transform and with perma-
nent systems, the country is
moving forward to achieve its
goal.”

Modi, who was in France
on the first leg of his three-
nation tour, said there have
been a number of constructive
changes in the last five 
years.

“India is racing ahead not
because of Modi...It is because
of the stamp of approval that
the people of India have given
in the form of their votes,” the
Prime Minister said amid loud
cheering of “Modi hai toh
mumkin hai” (it is possible if
Modi is there) from the crowd.

He also asserted “in ‘new
India’, corruption, nepotism,
dynasty, loot of people’s money,
and terrorism have been reined
in like never before.”
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In a relief to former Union
Minister P Chidambaram in

the INX media scam, the
Supreme Court on Friday
granted him protection from
arrest by the Enforcement
Directorate till August 26.
Chidambaram is in the CBI
custody in the INX case till
August 26. 

In real term, the SC’s deci-
sion does not matter much for
Chidambaram as he is already
in the CBI custody till August

26. However, his legal team sees
the order as the first victory
since the ED vehemently
opposed Chidambaram’s plea
for interim protection.

Meanwhile, a Delhi Court
on Friday refused to adjourn

the Aircel-Maxis case against
Chidambaram and his son
Karti on the pleas by the CBI
and the ED, which sought the
adjournment saying that
another case pertaining to INX
Media involving them was
pending before the Supreme
Court.

Special Judge OP Saini
took strong objection to the
agencies seeking repeated
adjournments, saying “things
have become very embarrass-
ing for me”.

The court then reserved
order on Chidambaram’s antic-
ipatory bail plea for September
3 and extended the 
interim protection from
Chidambaram’s arrest by the
agencies till then.
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Congress leaders Abhishek
Singhvi and Shashi

Tharoor on Friday came out in
support of party colleague
Jairam Ramesh, saying demon-
ising Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was “wrong” and he
should be praised for doing the
right things. 

While Singhvi said Modi’s
acts must be judged issue-
wise, not person-wise, Tharoor
said praising the PM for doing
the right things would lend
credibility to the Opposition’s
criticism of him. 

“Always said demonising
Modi wrong. Not only is he PM
of the nation, a one-way oppo-
sition actually helps him,”

Singhvi tweeted while echoing
Ramesh’s views. “Acts are
always good, bad and indiffer-
ent — they must be judged
issue-wise and not person-
wise. Certainly, Ujjawala
scheme is only one amongst
other good deeds,” he said. 

Tharoor also joined him
saying, “As you know, I have
argued for six years now that
Narendra Modi should be

praised whenever he says or
does the right thing, which
would add credibility to our
criticisms whenever he errs. I
welcome others in Opposition
coming around to a view for
which I was excoriated at the
time.”

When asked to comment
on the views expressed by
these leaders, Congress
spokesman Manish Tewari said
they are best placed to clarify
or amplify, add or subtract to
what they have said. “As the
Congress party, we believe the
country is facing a grim eco-
nomic situation that will affect
the lives of millions and we are
extremely worried about it,”
Tewari said at a Press 
briefing.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to examine

the validity of a newly enacted
law which makes the practice
of instant triple talaq a pun-
ishable offence entailing jail for
up to three years.

A Bench of Justices NV
Ramana and Ajay Rastogi
issued notice to the Centre on
a batch of petitions seeking to
declare The Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Act 2019 as “uncon-
stitutional” on grounds that it
allegedly violates the provi-
sions of the Constitution.

“We will examine this,” the
SC told senior advocate Salman

Khurshid, who was appearing
for one of the petitioners.

Khurshid said there were
many dimensions, including
making the practice a punish-
able offence and jail term of up
to three years, which need to be
examined by the top court.

He said the petitioners
were concerned about making
triple talaq an offence as the SC
had already declared it to be
null and void. “If there is no
such thing as triple talaq then
what are they making an
offence,” he told the SC and
referred to a five-judge
Constitution Bench verdict
which had declared the practice
of triple talaq null and 
void.
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Donald Trump is “ready to
assist” India and Pakistan

on the Kashmir issue if both
sides ask for it, a top White
House official has said, under-
lining that the US President is
“very focused” on the situation
in the Valley in view of its
“broader implications”.

Tensions between India
and Pakistan spiked after New
Delhi abrogated provisions of
Article 370 of the Constitution
to withdraw Jammu &
Kashmir’s special status and
bifurcated the State into two
Union Territories on 
August 5.

“The United States is
watching the situation in

Kashmir very closely. We are
continuing to call for calm
and restraint, including on
rhetoric,” a senior administra-
tion official said on Thursday
ahead of the bilateral meeting
between Trump and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on the
sidelines of the G7 Summit in
France over the weekend.

India has categorically told
the world that the scrapping of
Article 370 is an internal mat-
ter and also advised Pakistan to
accept the reality. 

“We note the broader
implications of the develop-
ments in Kashmir and the
potential for increased insta-
bility in the region. So the pres-
ident is very focused on this sit-
uation,” the official said.
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Bhopalites will enjoy the
calm classical compositions

'Season with Krishna' by Vidhi
Sharma. Vidhi Sharma will
perform  at Uttaradhikar series
of classical performances. 

She will perform at
Madhya Pradesh State Tribal
Museum on Sunday. She will be
performing vocal recital to
make this Janmashtami even
more memorable as a part of
live concert tour. The concert
tour started from Delhi,
Gurgaon, and will end at
Bhopal.

It is a concept based on
singing Krishna folk tales sur-
rounding the six seasons- mon-
soon, summer, Pre winter, win-
ter, autumn and spring! Classic
poetry by 15th century Bhakti
movement saint poets like
Meera and ashtachhap kavi
like Surdas, nanddas, par-
mananddas and more com-
posed by Vidhi Sharma in dif-
ferent ragas set to various time
cycles for a complete impact.
About it Vidhi says, "It surely
takes off to Lord Krishna’s life
and times."

Vidhi Sharma, a playback
singer, and a semi-classical
vocalist has been performing
around the world for more than

a decade now. She is a profes-
sionally trained singer in
Hindustani Classical and Light
classical music. Vidhi has won
the GIMA Award- Global
Indian Music award for the
album Cinema. 

She has also been awarded
the title of “Bhakti ki Awaaz” on
Zee Tv. An extremely versatile
artist, Vidhi is adept at per-
forming genres from Indian
classical, Sufi, ghazals to folk
music and has done playback
singing for films like Paan
Singh Tomar; Listen Amaya;
Rabba Mein Kya Karoon and
short films on YouTube like
Bunkar, The Strange Smile.
An A grade artist from the All
India Radio, Vidhi has per-
formed at various national and
international festivals like
Jaipur Literature Festival;
Baalbeck International Festival,
Lebanon; IIFA Mula Festival,
Madrid; Central Govt initia-
tives like Atulya Bharat;
Swatchta Hi Seva. 

Vidhi is currently an active
member of the Censor Board
of Film Certification, Ministry
of Information and
Broadcasting. Having traveled
extensively the world over for
concerts, Vidhi has several
albums of ghazals, bhajans,
and Geet to her credit.
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Crime branch police have
nabbed two vehicle-lifters

and a buyer near Subhash
Nagar and recovered 6 two-
wheelers worth �4 lakh from
their possession on Thursday. 

According to the police,
acting on a tip two men with
two motorbikes were detained
and when they were asked
regarding the vehicle they failed
to provide details and confessed
that the two-wheelers were
stolen. 

The nabbed accused were
identified as Mohammad
Shadab(42) and Farhan Khan
(28). Later in the investigation
based on the information pro-
vided by the two Ujjawal Jain
was nabbed from Ashoka
Garden. 

In the initial investigation

police have recovered a total of
6 vehicles from their possession
which were stolen from
Ayodhya Nagar, Aishbagh,
Chola Mandir, Piplani and
Bajaria police station areas. 

During the investigation
when the two were quizzed
Shadab who was booked earli-
er for robbery and burglary tar-
geted vehicles parked near
liquor shops along with his aide

Farhan. All the vehicles are
stolen which were parked near
liquor shop. After the vehicles
were stolen and would change
the registration number of the
vehicle and with the help of
Ujjawal they would sell these
vehicles. 

Police have registered a
case under section 41(1-4),
379 and 411 of the IPC and
started further investigation.
The three are active for long
and more vehicles would be
recovered. 

Shadab has been booked
by Aishbagh police for burglary
and assault and to evade arrest
he works at a metal fabricator
shop. Farhan was booked by
Aishbagh police possession of
arms illegally. He works as
building painter. Ujjwal works
as house construction materi-
al supplier.
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Former Chief Minister of
Madhya Pradesh Shivraj

Singh Chouhan here on Friday
claimed that whichever party or
leader abused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi faced bad
weather.

While talking to media per-
sons here on Friday, Chouhan
said, “Jis party ya neta ne mod-
iji ko gaali di wah utne hi gahre
gadhhe me gaya (the party of
leader which abused Modiji
only saw a slump in fortune.”

For example, Shivraj said,
look at states like Bihar, Andhra
Pradesh, West Bengal and Uttar
Pradesh, whoever abused PM
Modi more was dumped deep-
er by the public.

Persisting with his newly

found reverence for PM Modi,
Chouhan said that Government
of UAE is honouring Modi
with topmost civilian honour. 

Modi is the most popular
politician of the country, he
added saying he is a visionary. 

“Not only India, the whole
world is acknowledging his
achievements,” he added.

Chouhan also spoke on
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi’s allegation that riding
on high majority, PM Modi was

creating fear and destroying
institutions, by asking who had
killed Sikhs. “Which party
workers had set out on mob
lynching then.”

He also slammed Chief
Minister Kamal Nath’s newspa-
per advertisements in which the
latter has boasted farm loan
waiver achievements saying,
“Kamal Nathji, farmers don’t
want your letters but actual loan
waiver.”

He followed it up by saying
forget loan waiver, the Kamal
Nath government did not pay
bonus on maize, wheat and soy-
bean.

Saying that writing letters to
farmers would not achieve any-
thing, Chouhan asked Nath to
deposit one-time loan waiver
amount in farmers’ accounts.
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A36-year-old man commit-
ted suicide by hanging

with the ceiling after having a
fight with wife at Roshanpura.
The incident happened when
the man was on a video call
with wife on Thursday night.

The deceased identified as
Umesh Sen committed sui-
cide at his house after his wife
refused to return home. She
was staying with her parents in
Berasia for the past few days
after having a fight with the
husband.

Police found that at around
12.40 in the night deceased
made a video call and com-
mitted suicide during the call.
His wife informed family mem-
bers of the deceased who
rushed to his rescue and took

the deceased to Hamidia hos-
pital where he was declared
dead.

After the preliminary
investigation body was sent for
the post mortem. The police
have registered a case under
section 174 of the CrPC and
started further investigation.

Meanwhile a man in the
age group 30-35 years died after

he was hit by a speeding train
near railway crossing under
Shahpura police station area on
Thursday.  Police claimed that
the man died after he was hit
by speeding train and it was
accidental.

According to the police, the
man was hit by a speeding train
and locals who spotted
informed the police. On the
receipt of the information a
police team reached the spot
and started further investiga-
tion.

After the preliminary
investigation the body was sent
for the post mortem and the
police have registered a case
under section 174 of the CrPC
and have started further inves-
tigation. The identity is yet to
be revealed and reason of the
death remained unknown.
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Rainfall and thundery activ-
ities have started after a lull

phase for around a week and in
the past two days heavy spells
have been witnessed across
the state and state capital. The
weather conditions would pre-
vail for the next 48 hours as
warned by Met department
on Friday.

Heavy rains lashed the
state capital in the evening
which witnessed clear sky dur-
ing day on Friday. The state
capital recorded 2 cm of rain-
fall in the past 24 hours.

Among the nearby regions
Hoshangabad recorded good
rainfall and 4 cm of rainfall till
5 in the evening on Friday.       

Warning of heavy rainfall
has been issued for
Rajgarh,Sehore, Shajapur,
Khandwa, Sagar, Rewa, Harda,
Mandsaur, Ujjain, Agar, Dewas
districts which are likely to
receive rainfall in the next 48 hours. After the spell of rainfall has started across the state

Met has forecasted that rainfall
would be witnessed in the next
24 hours in the state. Most of
the parts of Sagar, Jabalpur,
Bhopal, Indore, Ujjain and
Shahdol recorded rainfall in the
past 24 hours.

A cyclonic circulation over
north east part of the state and
adjoining south Uttar Pradesh
is inducing good rainfall apart
from other persisting systems.

The difference in the day
and night temperature
increased. Cold conditions are
witnessed in the night while in
the day weather conditions are
moderate.

In the past 24 hours
Udaipura recorded 7 cm of
rainfall which was the highest
rainfall, Biora recorded 6 cm of
rainfall, Karera, Rewa and
Khandwa recorded 4 cm of
rainfall.
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Regional Museum of Natural
History, Bhopal organised

Declamation Contest for the
students of class 11th and 12th
on Friday on the theme ‘Water
and Our Future’. Students from
various schools- Bal Bharti
Public School, Nishatpura;
Campion School, Bhouri;
Model Higher Secondary
School, TT Nagar;
International Public School,
Mishrod and Sagar Public
School, Gandhi Nagar, Bhopal
participated in the 
programme.

In-charge of the museum
& Scientist-B Manoj Kumar
Sharma welcomed jury mem-
bers, students and teachers.
During the competition, par-
ticipants expressed their ideas
about the importance of water,
water pollution and its effect on
future of human.

Kanak Nandini Sharma

from International Public
School, Mishrod, Bhopal won
the first prize, Similarly, Gagan
Parmer from Model Higher
Secondary School, T. T. Nagar
and Mragakshi Upadhyay from
International Public School,
Mishrod got the second &
third prizes respectively.
Similarly, Saud Rehman,
Campion School, Bhouri;
Shivendra Mishra from Model
Higher Secondary School, TT
Nagar; Ujjwal Jaimini from
Campion School, Bhouri;
Arinjay Saxena from
International Public School,
Mishrod and Gavish Lohat
from Sagar Public School,
Gandhi Nagar bagged the
encouragement prizes.

Chief Executive Officer
Kartik Sapre from Narmada
Samagra Nyas, Bhopal; Former
Executive Engineer HN Golait
from Water Resource
Department, Govt of Madhya
Pradesh and Scientist-B of the
museum & Coordinator of the
programme Manik Lal Gupta
were the Jury Members of the
competition. Kartik Sapre told
that the history of Narmada
River is more ancient then
Ganga River. He informed that
the conservation of water &
increasing of water level can be
possible by plantation of plants
at banks of Narmada River. 

HN Golait detailed about
the water recycle. He informed
that the availability of water can
be continued through the water 
recycle.

During the vote of thanks,
Manik Lal Gupta told we
should conserve the water in
our daily life and encourage
other also.
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National Awards in three
categories of Poshan

Abhiyan 2018-19 have been
given for outstanding activities
to Madhya Pradesh by the
Union Ministry for Women
and Child Development in
New Delhi on Friday. The
Union Minister for Women
and Child Development Smriti
Zubin Irani presented the
awards to the state’s Principal
Secretary of Women and Child
Development Anupam Rajan.

Madhya Pradesh has
topped in the country in two
categories of the Poshan
Abhiyan and achieved second
place in one other category of
the Abhiyan. Under the Poshan
Abhiyan, the state has received
first prize of Rs one crore each
for implementing ICDS

Common Application Software
with excellence and for
Constant Efficiency
Development Convergence
Community based Activities
for excellent performance at
state level. Similarly, the state
has got a second prize of Rs 75
lakh for excellence in all round
works. It may be highlighted
that data is sent by 27,817
aaganbadi workers to the serv-
er of Government of India by
mobile phones directly through
ICT RTM system under oper-
ational in 16 districts of the
state. Online digital monitoring
is done by this system.

The Union Secretary for
Women and Child
Development Ravindra Pawar,
Additional Secretary Ajay Tirki,
Joint Secretary Sajjan Singh
Yadav and Commissioner
Women and Child

Development of the state MB
Ojha were present on the occa-
sion.

Under the Poshan
Abhiyan, the Government of
India has awarded Badwani as
the Best district and
Bahoriband of Katni district as
the Best Block. The aaganbadi
workers, sahayika, ANM,
ASHA and supervisor each of
10 local centers of Katni and
Vidisha districts have been
honoured with cash reward of
Rs 50,000 each.

Work on five components
has been done in the state
under the Abhiyan. These com-
ponents are

ICDS Common
Application Software,
Incremental Learning
Approach, Community based
Activities, Convergence Action
Plan and Public Movement.

�	�##�����	���� '<6
�,

A70-year-old woman was
duped of her gold chain

worth �70000 at Peergate in the
evening on Thursday; Koh-e-
Fiza police have started inves-
tigation.

Police said that the victim
Indra Jain was duped by two
miscreants who approached
her and told her that a woman
has been targeted at Kotwali
and she should keep her gold
chain insider her purse and
later the chain was not found
in the purse. 

The victim approached
police and lodged complaint
stating that she was near
Peergate when two bike borne
miscreants told her that gold
chain was robbed from a
woman at Kotwali and she
should keep it safe. After which
she took her gold chain and
kept it in her purse and later
when she checked the purse it

was found missing.
The victim claimed that the

gold chain was worth �70000.
After the preliminary investi-
gation the police have regis-
tered a case under sections 420
and 34 of the IPC and started
further investigation. The
CCTV cameras would be
checked to establish the iden-
tity of the miscreants.

Meanwhile, a 48-year-old
woman was robbed of gold
chain she was wearing at Arera
colony under Habibganj police
station area on Thursday.

The victim Neelam Dubey
was near her house when she
was targeted by bike borne
miscreants who robbed her
gold chain and escaped the
spot.

The gold chain was worth
�15000 claimed the victim in
her complaint. Habibganj
police have registered case
against unidentified miscre-
ants and started investigation.
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Workshops are being con-
ducted at school and col-

lege level by the Environment
Planning and Coordination
Organisation under the Green
Ganesha Campaign.

Training from August 13
till date has been given to over
5,000 students, teachers and cit-
izens to make Ganesh idols
with clay. A programme has
been prepared by the EPCO to
generate awareness among
10,000 families for installation
and immersion of Green
Ganesha at home itself.

Under the campaign,
information is being given by
the team formed by the EPCO
in respect to make Ganesha
idols with clay and to students
about ill effects of immersing
idols made of POP and chem-
ical colours and its prevention.
In the workshop, along with
idol making, participants are
also being taught to paint idols
with natural colours such as
turmeric, ramras, geru,
khadiya, clay etc. Students are
also being informed about Seed
Ganesh technique at the time
of making Ganeshs idols.

Green Ganeshs workshops
were organized in Government

Girls School Tulsi Nagar and
Government School Arera
Colony (Old Campion) in
Bhopal. As many as 400 stu-
dents participated in the work-
shops and took resolution for
environment conservation. The
Executive Engineer Rajesh
Raikwar through the power
point presentation informed
about the aquatic flora and
fauna being destroyed due to
gathering of the idols layer by
layer.

Superintendent Engineer
JP Namdev informed about the
day-to-day damage being
caused to water bodies due to
increasing population and
habitat areas. Master-Trainers

DD Pawar and Amol Agholia
of National Green Corps
(NGC) are cooperating con-
tinuously in the workshops.
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The Swami Vivekanand
Toastmasters Club Meeting

will be held on Saturday. The
meeting will be held at Studio
Jammin  

It is to be noted that
Toastmasters International (TI)
is a non profit educational
organization that operates clubs
worldwide for the purpose of
promoting communication and
public speaking skills.

Swami Vivekananda
Library was established on
March 9 and is a Non Profit
Educational ogranisation
which provides positive learn-
ing environment for develop-
ing public speakingand lead-
ership skills. Members of the
club come from all walks of life
- Students, IT Professionals,
Managers, Entrepreneurs,

Corporate Trainers, Business
Personnel, Government
Officers, Lawyers, Life
Coaches, Artists and many
more.

It is a community club and
we are open to all. Through the
community of learners, mem-
bers find their path to improve
and grow.

Toastmasters International
uses a local club-based struc-

ture, each having around 20–40
members. 

Meetings are held every
week or other week and usual-
ly in the evening, although
some clubs meet in the morn-
ing or afternoon. Each club
operates as a separate entity
with a set of requirements
leading to chartered status for
them to be recognised as offi-
cial Toastmasters clubs.
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Madhya Pradesh Police
have been honored with

national level award. 
FICCI (Federation of

Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industries) has
given awards to Madhya
Pradesh Police in four cate-
gories of Smart Policing
Awards – 2019 during two-day
ceremony held at FICCI
Auditorium on Tansen Marg in
New Delhi, on Friday, Union
Minister of State Jitendra Singh
presented awards to ADG
Crime against Women Anvesh
Mangalam, ADG
Telecommunication Upendra
Jain, IG CID D Srinivasa
Verma and Superintendent of
Police Head Quarter Indore
Suraj Kumar Verma. 

These awards have been
received by the state govern-
ment for the promotion of

police modernization and the
successful innovations made by
the Madhya Pradesh Police in
the field of smart policing
under the leadership of DGP
Vijay Kumar Singh. These are
highly coveted national level
awards. Those are widely rec-
ognized in industry and pro-
fessional circles.

Awards were in the cate-
gory crime control related to
women and children, State's
'identified crime' scheme,
SCMRC (Safe City Monitoring
Response Center) FICCI has
awarded award for the strong
mechanism created by Madhya
Pradesh Police to punish crim-
inals who sexually harass
women and children. 

The second category in
which Madhya Pradesh police
won was Smart Policing Award
for the vehicle investigation
portal of SCMRC Bhopal and
Police Telecom.
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Cricketer-turned-Member of
Parliament Gautam

Gambhir, the East Delhi MP of
the BJP has invited Indore
Municipal Corporation (IMC)
Commissioner Ashish Singh to
help out with his expertise in
clearing the Gazipur landfill
site which has been in the news
for being the tallest garbage
mountain in the country.

Notably, Indore city has
bagged the status of cleanest
city of the country two times in
a row. The IMC officials would
soon be seen to extend a help-
ing hand to New Delhi in solv-
ing a garbage mess in Gazipur
area of East Delhi.

Taking up the area of more
than 40 football pitches,
Ghazipur rises by nearly 10
metres per year with no end in
sight to its reeking growth.
According to official records, it
was already more than 65
metres (213 feet) high this year.

Concerned about safety of
the passing jets, the Supreme
Court last year had ordered
installation of alert lights on the
dumping site to caution pass-
ing jets.

However, Gambhir’s invi-
tation to IMC commissioner

has a similar background
attached to the story.

The city till recently had
100-acre reeking landfill site
which had tonnes of plastic,
organic and metal waste in
Devguradia area. The corpo-
ration had cleared 2 lakh met-
ric tonnes of waste form the
landfill in two years when
young IAS officer Ashish Singh
took over in year 2018.

Through techniques like
bio-remediation or bio mining
the corporation managed to
segregate soil and recyclable
substances like plastic, metal,
paper, cloth and other solid
materials from the landfill site.

After the bio-remediation was
undertaken on war footing, the
process got completed for 13
lakh tonne of waste in
December 2018.

The recyclable materials
were disposed properly as poly-
thene was sent to cement plants
and also for road construction.
The soil recovered from the
landfill was used for refilling
the ground on the same site
where greenery is being devel-
oped.

This was much quicker
and much cost effective than
conventional methods which
required five-years time and
around Rs 65 crore budget, said
an officer of the IMC. The cor-
poration now plans a city for-
est on 90-acre and a garden on
ten acre cleansed land.
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The city theatre lovers will
witness the Hindi play

'Kharu Ka Khara Kissa'. The
play will be staged on Saturday
in city. The play will be direct-
ed by Praveen Shekhar. 

It will be performed by
Backstage Theatre troupe,
Allahabad. Kharu Ka Khara
Kissa is story adapted from play
‘Bhediye’ written in 1938.

The play was written by
Bhuvaneshwar. The play sur-
rounds the characters Kharu
and his father.

During British India,
Kharu and his father lives in a
village and have no source of
earning. Kharu decides to try
a job which is not really suit-
able. He asked his father to go
to another village and sell the
natikas to landlords in high
rate. On their way, they are
attacked by wolves.

To save their lives Kharu
and his father offers natikas as

wolves’ prey having minimal
chances to save their lives.
Kharu’s father tells him to run
away only to become the prey
of wolves.

From here Kharu’s life and
motive changed. Wolves sym-
bolically represent the evils of
the society, while Kharu and his
father represent the common
man.

"	��	�����4� ��
��� ���	��4���
�����
�������

'�����	:��
��
&����,	3���	���
��	��
��	�����	��
�	�������	���

���	��	������	��
�������-	3���
�������	
�	
��	�
;� 	���	��	��

������	���
� ��

�	�##�����	���� '<6
�,

Mayor Trophy State level
table tennis competition

was inaugurated by Mayor Shri
Alok Sharma. About 350 cadets
of cadre, sub junior, junior,
youth and senior classes from
Indore, Gwalior, Jabalpur,
Guna, Ashok Nagar, Mandsaur,
Morena, Sagar, Rewa, Shahdol,
Shivpuri, Ujjain, Khandwa,
Ratlam and Bhopal among
other cities Women and men
players are participating.

Inaugurating the Mayor
Trophy State Level Table Tennis
Competition, Mayor Alok
Sharma said that all possible
support will be given to pro-
mote table tennis. 

He asked the organisers to
upgrade the competition and

organize it at the national level
as well. 

On this occasion, Sharma
was introduced to the players
and wished them all the best.
On this occasion, President of
the Tennis Tennis Association,
Santosh Aggarwal, Secretary
Sharad Goyal, Tournament
Director Sanjay Mishra and
Organizing Secretary Shabir
Ali, a large number of
sportspersons, sports fans and
distinguished citizens were pre-
sent.
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Acity lad Vinayak is creating
niche for himself in

Bollywood industry. His direc-
torial short movie Democracy
was recently released. Vinayak
worked as an assistant director
in this film.

The Democracy Short Film
is a political satire. This is a film
that people will be able to eas-
ily connect with themselves,
family, daily life. If people
know the current status of
Indian politics then people
will be able to connect with the
film, said Vinayak. 

Talking about the film, he
said, "I do not want to give any
message from this short film as
you would see in most short
films. I would love to see more
discourses than message-giving

films. I just want to put a little
pressure on you from this film
to think why we ourselves are
a threat to the democracy of
our country."

He further said,
"Government and society
always tries to know as much
about them as they want to let
us know. Just there, our curious
instincts are ruthlessly killed.
Instead of making our next
generation thinkable here and
there, we make them trust-
worthy. We do not prepare
them, because of this they lose

their trust in this system in
childhood. It all starts with
small incidents in our homes.
I am trying to show just this
through this film."

The movie is produced by
Hamara Movie.com. Vinayak
said, "Abhishek Gautam in
Hamaramovie. Abhishek and I
had known each other for
almost 5 years. Then did
Abhishek like the script and the
shooting was done."

Vinayak had kept writing
many more stories, screen-
plays. "It is not in my hands to

decide which story will come
first in front of you by taking
the form of a film. Democracy
had good luck, became fast.

bout the director".
The movie is directed by

Aditya Agnihotri who also
belongs to Madhya Pradesh.

Aditya said, "After coming
to Mumbai, I did the theater for
3 years with Ashok Purang sir,
which brought artist discipline
in me. At that time, I also read
different types of literature.
Then I worked un many pro-
jects. This film made me real-
ize why the director is called
"Captain of the Ship".

About film festivals, he
said, "More than film festivals,
I would like this film to be
shown in schools, to children,
to their parents and also to
their teachers."
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Bhopal: A mega recovery camp
was organised here on Thursday
at Regional Office, Bhopal of the
Central Bank of India in the
presence of P Mohapatra, CEO
and MD, FGM SD Mhurkar,
RM Bhopal, VN Singh and
AGM ZO DK Jaimini.

Total 1047 cases were set-
tled for outstanding of �6.57
crore OTS amount �3.94 crore
down payment received �89
lakh. SR
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Non-interlocking work at
Jabalpur railway station

of west central railway has
completed work four days
before schedule which is an
achievement towards making
Jabalpur station as magnificent
and developing capacity of
high speed trains. 

With the completion of
the work in future the railway
station would help in better
time management of trains.

The technical officials,
employees and officials of rail-
ways have claimed the com-
pletion of work as a great feat
achieved by the team work.
Along with the officials of west
central railway headquarters
the work was monitored by
railway board officials.

Soon after the non-inter-
locking work was completed

officials of division and zone
visited ‘Route Relay’ center
and congratulated the team
deployed in the work and com-
pleted before scheduled dura-
tion.

On the last day of the
work on August 23 Mega Block
was from 10 am to 6 pm which
was around 8 hours was
delayed by an hour due to tech-
nical reasons. The first train
which was scheduled to leave

was Gondwana Express at 6 pm
departed at 7 pm with a delay
of 1 hour.

After the non-interlock-
ing work on August 24 train no.
51189 Allahbad –Itarsi
Passenger, train no. 11273/74
Itarsi –Katni passenger, train
no. 11266 Jabalpur-Ambikapur
, train no. 12192 Shridham
Express, train no. 22192
Overnite Express, train no.
22189 Jabalpur- Rewa Intercity
and train no. 11651 Jabalpur-
Singrauli Intercity, train no.
51701 Jabalpur-Rewa shuttle,
train no. 51708 Jabalpur-
Nainpur  would leave Jabalpur
railway station on time.

DRM Jabalpur thanked
people, passengers, railway
employees, officials of local
administration, metro bus
management for support and
cooperation in making the
work successful.
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The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) in

association with All India
Consumer Products
Distributors Association
(AICPDF) and Federation of
All India Distributors
Association (FADA) has urged
all corporate and medium
manufactures of different
products to amend their pro-
duction line with no use of sin-
gle use of plastic before
October. 2 

The CAIT has warned
that in case they are failed in
doing the same, the traders
across the country including
distributors, wholesalers,
retailers and others will be
forced to boycott pan India
such products which will have
single use of plastic . 

"There are about seven
crore traders across the coun-
try out of which about five
lakh traders are working as
distributors of Fast Moving

Consumer Goods (FMCG)
products having more than 30
lakh retailers in the country.
Any boycott of such products
on pan India basis can disrupt
the sales of corporate manu-
facturers to a great extent," the
traders' body said in a state-
ment. 

CAIT national president B
C Bhartia and Secretary
General Praveen Khandelwal
in an open letter to corporate
houses engaged in FMCG,
consumer durables, daily use
items, drugs and medicines,
packaging and others said that

single use of
plastic is proven
to be non- eco
friendly which
has prompted
the Prime
M i n i s t e r
Narendra Modi
to make such an
announcement
from Red Fort
which can't be
taken lightly. 

Khandelwal has also urged
the Government to make
available alternatives of single
use plastic so that the appeal
of the Prime Minister can be
implemented in an effective
manner. 

A delegation of CAIT will
soon meet Union
Environment Minister
Prakash Javedkar, Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal and
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman to discuss these
issues and seek remedial mea-
sures in line with the call of the
Prime Minister.
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Delhi Customs officials have
arrested a South Korean

for allegedly carrying more
than 5.5 kg of gold worth near-
ly �2 crore concealed inside a
motor at Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport here. 

According to a senior
Customs official, the man
arrived at the Terminal-3 of the
IGI airport from Hong Kong
on Wednesday.

"On suspicion, he was
intercepted by the Customs
officers after he had crossed the
Green Channel. He was
stopped by officials for personal
and baggage search," said the
senior Customs official. 

"The officials recovered
105 pieces of gold rotor plates
weighing 5,565 gram concealed
inside a Toshiba motor," the
official said, adding that the

value of the gold is approxi-
mately Rs 1.92 crore.

"The South Korean admit-
ted to have smuggled gold of
the same quantity concealed in
a motor in his previous visit last
week. The gold has been seized
and the accused arrested under
relevant provisions of the
Customs Act," said the

Customs official. 
For the purpose of

Customs clearance of arriving
passengers, a two channel sys-
tem has been adopted under
which the Green Channel is for
passengers not having any
dutiable goods, while the Red
Channel for those having
dutiable goods.
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In a major relief to students in
the national Capital, the

Delhi Government has direct-
ed principals of schools run or
aided by it, not to  collect CBSE
examination fees from class 10
and 12 students till further
directions.

The CBSE has enhanced
the examination fee for class-
es 10 and 12 for 2020, the
Directorate of Education (DoE)
said in a letter.  

"In this regard heads of all
Government and Government
aided schools are directed not
to collect examination fees
from students of class 10 and 12
till further directions," it said.

"However, the process of
completion of CBSE’s list of

candidates will continue as
usual," the letter added.
Students of Delhi Government
run and aided schools will not
have to pay any fees for class 10
and 12 CBSE examination and
the cost will be borne by the
city dispensation, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia had
said last week, adding that the
AAP dispensation is in discus-

sion with the CBSE to rollback
the fee hike.

The CBSE had earlier this
month notified an increase in
the examination fees for Classes
10 and 12, registration fees for
Classes 9 and 11 and migration
fees.

The fees for general cate-
gory students for Classes 10
and 12 were doubled from
�750 to �1500 for five subjects.

The Scheduled Caste (SC)
and Scheduled Tribe (ST) stu-
dents, who were paying �375
earlier, will now pay �1200 for
five subjects. Under a special
arrangement in the national
capital, these students 
were only paying �50, while 
the Delhi Government was
paying the rest of the amount
as subsidy. 
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The Centre said on Friday
the version of the facial

recognition software (FRS)
procured by the Delhi police
was not up to the mark and
was giving poor matching
results, prompting the Delhi
High Court to direct the
force to ascertain whether it
can be upgraded.

The direction to the
police  came af ter  the
Ministry of Woman and
Child Development
(MWCD), represented by the
central government's stand-
ing counsel Ripudaman Singh
Bhardwaj, told the court that
the current version of the FRS
was so poor it sometimes
matched pictures of missing
boys with that of girls.

The ministry's submis-
sion came after the court
sought to know why the
number of children matched
using FRS was even less than
one per cent. "Why are the
matching results so poor," it
had asked.

Following the ministry's
submission,  a  bench of  
Justice Hima Kohli  and
Justice Manoj Kumar Ohri
asked the Delhi Police, rep-
resented by its standing coun-
sel Rahul Mehra, to ascertain
if an updated version of FRS
was available.

The court directed the
ministry to prepare a chart
indicating the number of 
missing children who have
been identified using FRS
and the status with regard to
restoration of each child to
his/her family.
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Lieutenant-Governor Anil
Baijal on Friday launched

'QR Code Scheme' (Himmat
Plus) for Women's Safety at
Ajmeri Gate in national Capital.
The aim of this scheme is to
enhance the Women Safety and
Security and the commuters
travelling in the yellow or black
taxi, auto-rickshaws, and TSR
from railway stations, airport
and metro stations transport
range.  

Delhi Commissioner of
Police Amulya Patnaik, all
Special Commissioners of Delhi
Police, Praveer Ranjan
(Transport), Mangu Singh,
Managing Director, Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC), S C
Jain DRM, Northern Railway
and other senior officials of
Railway Protection Force
attended the programme. 

Several students from
Swamy Sharadhanand College,
Zakir Hussain College, Dr Bhim
Rao Ambedkar College, Mata
Sundari College, office bearer of
Autos and Taxies Unions and
around 1000 auto-rickshaw and
taxi drivers attended the func-
tion.  

On occasion, Baijal distrib-
uted the QR Codes to some of
the TSRs and taxies drivers.
Around 3000 auto-rickshaws
and taxies are now associated
with this initiative of transport
range. According to Delhi
Police, there are more than 98
thousand users of Himmat Plus
app in national Capital. 

Explaining the aim and
objective of the scheme Dinesh
Kumar Gupta, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Railways said that the purpose
of developing this application is
to provide the Emergency help
to the citizens of Delhi  at the
earliest.  

"The citizens can avail this
service just by download and
register on the app at no cost.
Once user completes the regis-

tration they can avail emergency
help in just one click," said the
DCP.

"Women are little vulnera-
ble while traveling and when
they board a taxi or an auto-
rickshaw, they do not know if it
is safe. This upgraded app will
definitely empower them and
boost their confidence while
traveling," the DCP added. 

"In the QR code function-
ality, the user opens the Himmat
Plus App and scans the QR code
from the card which is placed
on the headrest of the driver's
seat, facing the customer," said
the DCP. 

"When the user presses the
'Report Journey' button, it sends
the location with driver's unique
I.D. to the Himmat dashboard
working at Himmat stations at
Police Head Quarters (PHQ),"
said the DCP. 

"If driver is not registered the
user receives the pop up notifi-
cation on the application "Driver
is not registered with Delhi
Police". In this case passenger can
call the Control Room or press
the SOS button from the appli-
cation," said the DCP. 

"If driver is registered with
Delhi Police, then the user can
start the journey and in every 05
minutes, the user receives the
pop up notification on the app
with a message - "Are you reach-
ing safely with options such as
'On the Way', 'Reached Safely'
and 'In Trouble' ," said the DCP. 

"In case the user presses the
'In Trouble' button, then the offi-
cial of Delhi Police will call the
passenger. It also sends alert mes-
sage to the Emergency Contact
Number of the user," said the
DCP. 

"This added feature in
Himmat Plus is intended to
ensure that genuine and verified
drivers only take the passenger
to their destination from Airport
and Metro stations thus ensur-
ing the passenger's safety &
security in last mile connectivi-
ty," the DCP added. 
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Performance of Bank of
Baroda was outstanding in

two-day State Level Bankers
committee consultation and
opinion meeting held in the
state capital.

Bank of Baroda stood first
in Chhattishgarh and second in
Madhya Pradesh by scoring 81
percent. 

Regional office Bank of
Baroda Bhopal has its work
area across Madhya Pradesh
and Chattishgarh. 

Pallav Mahapatra
(Chairman and Managing
Director of Central Bank of
India) chaired the meeting in
which heads of all nationalize
banks and senior officials of
state government were pre-
sent. 

In the two day meeting
Zonal Head Bank of Baroda
Surendra Sharma was 
present.
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Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Manav Sangrahalaya is

organising Official Language
Hindi Fortnight 2019 from
September 3 to 17. 

In the fortnight long cel-
ebrations of official language
Hindi various competitions
like Unicode typing test,
Article writing, Debate (Topic
- Is the museum a non-prof-
it  inst itut ion?) ,  Instant
speech, Quiz, Photography,
your five minutes, prize dis-
tribution etc.

On the occasion of Hindi
Divas, IGRMS have will orga-
nize for members of Friends
of Museum a Speech compe-
tition on the topic “The rel-
evance of Gandhi Ji in today's
era”
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Sagar Institute of Science and
Technology (SISTec) Gandhi

Nagar witnessed presence of
Zensar Technologies at its cam-
pus to conduct placements for
engineering students of
Computer Science and
Information Technology branch-
es.

The drive was an open place-
ment drive in which 1200 tech-
nocrats from various colleges of
state registered. Rajnish Sharma
– Head HRD, Dhiraj Chawade –
Head Talent Acquisition and
Shahshank Team Talent
Acquisition along with 10 mem-
bers team conducted the drive
comprising of online test, group
discussion and Interview at

SISTec. Total 311 Technocrats
have been shortlisted by the
company for the post of Software

Engineer Trainee with a
package of over Rs 3.0 lacs per
annum and the final of selected
students will be announced by
company shortly. 

In campus placement drive
this year, SISTec has witnessed
presence of over 14 companies
offering 40+ Job offers to SISTec
students. 

Dr Keshwendra Chaudhary,
Principal, SISTec, Gandhi Nagar
and Prof Prachi Shrivastava,
Manager Training and Placement
guided the students during the
placements and expressed grat-
itude to Zensar Technologies
for their participation in campus
placement drive.
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The World Bank has said
Odisha has witnessed a

remarkable turnaround in the
last 20 years and is at par with
best-performing States in the
country.

The bank in its Odisha
Rapid State Diagnostic Report
has pointed out that the pace
of poverty reduction was
fastest in the country after
2005.

While the State
Administration has come a
very long way in bringing its
finances back on track, it has
made substantial improve-
ments in Human Development
Indicators (HDI).

World Bank Country
Director for India, Junaid
Kamal Ahmad in his report
said that Odisha has been a
leading reformer in urban and
agriculture sectors.

The State has brought the

transformational urban
reforms and investment in
inclusive and sustainable urban
services and Odisha is the
best performer so far as effec-
tive implementation of
AMRUT scheme is concerned.

And in bringing in
reforms, Odisha stands second
position in the country, said
the World Bank in its report.

The World Bank has said
average monthly income of
agricultural household is near-
ly doubled in the State.

Compound Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR) of
Odisha was 11.6 percent in
2016-17, and CAGR of India
was 8.6 percent during the fis-
cal.

Pointing out the risks and
challenges ahead for Odisha,
the World Bank has said that
the State’s economy concen-
trated in primary sectors is vul-
nerable to external shocks.

Take for example, the State
is continuously facing natural
disasters and its economy is
getting poorer each time a
cyclone, storm or flood hits the
State.

High exposure to disaster

risk is posing a problem for the
State, said the report.

Agriculture and allied sec-
tor, which is the primary sec-
tor, is facing wrath of nature
and growth in the sector is
fluctuating due to external
shocks. It has pointed out that
more than half of the work-
force of the State is still in the
agriculture sector.

And there is a growing
deficit of good jobs and jobs
for women. It is seen that
poverty remains high and con-
centrated amongst certain
places and groups and HDI
needs improvement.

Social protection and
human capital investments are
fragmented and have limited 
coverage, pointed out the inter-
national bank.

In this backdrop, the
World Bank has advised to

take Odisha to the next level
for which expediting econom-
ic transformation is needed
along with strengthening State
capabilities to eliminate pover-
ty and has suggested more
investment in human capital.

The State Government is
needed to forge ahead a sus-
tainable and resilient future
with unfinished reforms agen-
da and further to strengthen
resilience to natural disasters,
advised the World Bank.

Investing in resilient hous-
ing and infrastructure as well
as a smarter power infrastruc-
ture is needed.

Improvement in the power
distribution sector and bring-
ing in resilient infrastructure
for transmission and distribu-
t i o n
to withstand natural disasters
is a must.
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Ahigh-level probe by the
IAF into the crash of a MI-

17 helicopter on February 27
this year in Budgam in Jammu
& Kashmir has held five offi-
cers guilty as it was found out
that the helicopter went down
after getting hit by an Indian
missile, generally known as
‘friendly fire.’  The incident
took place on the day when the

Pakistani jets intruded into
India leading to a dog fight.  All
the six crew members and a
civilian on the ground were
killed in the crash.

These findings are part of
the mandatory court of inquiry
and its report is now with the
Air Force headquarters for fur-
ther action.  The officers found
guilty of negligence and not fol-
lowing procedures include one
Group Captain, two Wing
Commanders and two Flight
Lieutenants, sources said here
on Friday.

They also said the officers
may face severe punishment as
per provisions of the military
law adding the IAF top brass

will decide on the quantum of
punishment to those held
responsible for the incident.

They also said the IAF will
initiate action based on the
report of the court of inquiry
headed by an Air Commodore
and the officers may face
charges of culpable homicide
not amounting to murder.

The inquiry found that the
‘Identification of Friend or
Foe’ (IFF) system on-board
the helicopter was switched off
and there was a “vital gap” in
communication and coordi-
nation between the ground
staff and the crew of the ill-
fated helicopter.   

The IFF helps air defence

radars identify whether an air-
craft or helicopter is friendly 
or hostile.  

In early May, the IAF trans-
ferred the Air Officer
Commanding (AOC) of
Srinagar base to ensure a thor-
ough probe into the incident.  

The helicopter crashed in
Budgam on February 27 when
Indian and Pakistani fighter jets
were engaged in aerial combat,
a day after India’s air strike on
a Jaish-e-Mohammed terrorist
training camp in Balakot in
Pakistan.   The Pakistani jets
unsuccessfully attempted to
target various Indian military
installations in Rajouri and
Poonch sectors.

Officials said the Court of
Inquiry was also specifically
focusing on examining the role
of various people, including
those controlling the air
defence system when the heli-
copter was hit by a surface-to-
air missile.

Incidentally, the helicopter
was shot down around the
same time when Indian and
Pakistani fighter jets were
engaged in the aerial battle.
Moreover, the incident took
place when the Indian forces on
their highest alert following the
Pakistani aerial raid.  The heli-
copter crashed within ten min-
utes of take off after getting hit
by own missile.
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The decline in the kharif
crop sowing presents grim

grim sitaution for economy.
The sowing of rice and pulses
has declined sharply due to
floods and heavy rainfall in sev-
eral parts of the country. 

The Union Agriculture
Ministry’s latest data shows
that planting of kharif crops
sowing area has slipped below
last year’s cultivated area of
July and August. There has
been decline of 20 lakh
hectare in rice cultivation
and 5 lakh hectare in pulses
in the country.

According to National
Disaster Relief Force (NDRF),
it is estimated that 6-7 lakh
hectare under kharif crops
have been affected due to flood
and incessant rainfall.  The
final assessment is yet to be
made by the inter-State min-
isterial group. Due to shortage
of pulses, prices of arhar,
moong and tur have been
increased from Rs 50-60 per kg

to Rs 100 per kg. Flood has also
affected the cultivation of tea
this year as most of the tea
plantation have been dam-
aged in Karnataka, Kerala and
West Bengal.   This may impact
the prices of tea in the retail
market in the coming days. 

India has seen large scale
floods in several parts of the
country this month. States like
Assam, Bihar, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka and Kerala have
been grappling with devastat-
ing floods.

The Agriculture Ministry’s
data shows that kharif crop
planting has covered 975.16
lakh hectare land as compared
to 997.67 lakh hectare a year
earlier from June up to August
23, a decline of 22.51 lakh
hectare so far. 

Rice was planted on 334.92
lakh hectares as compared to
355.42 lakh hectare a year ear-
lier, a decline of 23.03 lakh
hectare.  Bihar, Jharkhand,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Arunachal
Pradesh, Maharashtra and

Assam have reported less is
covered under Rice due to
flood and rainfalls. In some
States, rice cultivation was
badly impacted due to flood. 

The area of pulse cultiva-
tion also dropped from 128.54
lakh hectare last year to 124.56
lakh hectare, a decline of 3.97
lakh hectare so far.
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu,
Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh have
reported less cultivation this
year.  Due to shortage of puls-
es, the prices is expected to
increase further in the coming
days. Currently, the rate of
Arhar, Moong and Urad have
been touched Rs 100 per kg.

The area of coarse cereals cul-
tivation is also less by 3.66 lakh
hectare this year so far.

A good monsoon is crucial
for the country’s economy as
farming sector accounts for
more than 15% of the country’s
GDP but nearly half of the
country’s workforce is depen-
dent on the agriculture sector.
As many 1500 people died
and over 60,000 villages are
affected from flood in 14 states.
It is estimated that  6 to7 lakh
hectate of agriculture land and
5 to 6 crore poultry destroyed
in the flood. 

With less than 37 days to go
in the 2019 monsoon season,
most regions across have record-

ed normal or above normal
rainfall till August 23. India
recorded surplus rainfall 658.5
mm as against the normal of
652.2 mm so far. Only east and
northeast India, especially
Jharkhand and Gangetic West
Bengal, have recorded significant
below-normal monsoon rain. 

The countrywide average
rainfall accumulation stood 10
percent more than usual in the
third week of August. In the first
and second week of August,
India received 28% and 45 per-
cent above normal monsoon
rainfall. As many as 28 sub divi-
sions have recorded normal
monsoon while eight received
deficient rainfall.
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The CBI is likely to confront
all the six signatories on the

Foreign Investment Promotion
Board (FIPB) file relating to
alleged irregular clearance of
FDI to the tune of Rs 300 crore
by INX Media with former
Finance Minister P
Chidambaram who is current-
ly undergoing custodial inter-
rogation by CBI in the case. 

The agency is also mulling
whether to take Chidambaram
to Mumbai to confront him
with approver in the case
Indrani Mukherjea or bring her
here for confrontation with
the former Finance Minister. 

In view of the high profile
nature and vast experience of
Chidambaram as a lawyer, the
investigators are grilling him
under direct supervision of
agency director RK Shukla,
sources said.

Chidambaram has so far
been denying the allegations
during the questioning and
has largely been evasive to the
queries put forth by the agency
sleuths, they said, adding, he is
a tough nut to crack. 

Meanwhile, the CBI is
waiting responses to Letters
Rogatory (judicial requests)

sent to five countries---United
Kingdom, Switzerland,
Singapore, Mauritius and
Bermuda. 

Through the LRs, the
agency has sought to establish
the money trail of the alleged
proceeds of crime through
shell companies, banking
transaction details and bank
accounts. 

The LRs are not only relat-
ed to the INX Media case but
to a number of other clearances
by the Foreign Investment
Promotion Board (FIPB) dur-
ing Chidambaram’s tenure as
Finance Minister in the UPA
regime. 

Meanwhile, Karti along
with his mother met
Chidambaram at the agency

headquarters as permitted by
the designated CBI court on
Thursday sending him to four-
day CBI custody. 

After the meeting, Karti
told reporters that his father is
in very good spirits and
enquired about his daughter
who is vacationing in Down
Under (Australia). 

Karti further said, (He
(Chidambaram) is enjoying
the hospitality of the
Government of India. 

On a question on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
assertion in France that corrupt
should not be spared, Karti
asserted even he believes that
corrupt should be punished,
adding neither he nor his father
is corrupt.
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Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on Friday

took oath as a member of the
Rajya Sabha for his sixth term.
Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu administered
the oath in his chamber to 86-
year-old Singh.  

Leader of the House
Thaawar Chand Gehlot,
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi were
present during the oath-taking.
Leader of the Opposition
Ghulam Nabi Azad, deputy
leader of Congress in Rajya
Sabha Anand Sharma, and
Ahmed Patel were also present
in the chairman’s chamber.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and his deputy
Sachin Pilot, besides some BJP
leaders were also present.  Singh
returned to the Upper House
unopposed after getting elect-
ed from Rajasthan.  

“Administered oath to
Former Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh as Rajya

Sabha MP in my Chamber in
Rajya Sabha today,” Naidu later
tweeted along with pictures of
the oath-taking in which
Singh’s wife Gursharan Kaur
was also seen.

In the August 19 by-elec-
tion, necessitated by the death
of BJP MP Madan Lal Saini, the
seat went to the Congress which
is in power in Rajasthan after
last year’s state polls.  Singh’s

tenure in the Upper House
had ended on June 14. He had
earlier represented Assam in
Rajya Sabha for around 28
years.

He was elected to the Rajya
Sabha in 1991, 1995, 2001,
2007 and 2013.  He was also the
Leader of the Opposition in
Rajya Sabha during 1998-2004
and Leader of the House as the
Prime Minister during 2004-14.

Singh is the fourth oldest
among the sitting members of
the House of Elders after the 96-
year-old Ram Jethmalani, 91-
year-old Motilal Vora and 88-
year-old C P Thakur.  While 79-
year-old Mahendra Prasad is
serving his seventh term in
Rajya Sabha, Jethmalani is in his
sixth term and Vora is serving
fourth term in the Upper
House, officials said. 
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Levels of microplastics—tiny
particles smaller than about

one-fifth of an inch— in drink-
ing water don’t appear to be a
health risk. However, more
research is needed to assess
how microplastics may impact
human health and the envi-
ronment, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) has
warned.

Following the release of an
analysis of current research
related to microplastics in
drinking-water recently, the
UN health agency has also
called for a reduction in plas-
tic pollution to benefit the
environment and reduce
human exposure.

“We urgently need to know
more about the health impact
of microplastics because they
are everywhere -  including in
our drinking-water,” said Dr
Maria Neira, Director,
Department of Public Health,
Environment and Social
Determinants of Health, at
WHO. 

“Based on the limited
information we have,
microplastics in drinking water
don’t appear to pose a health
risk at current levels. But we
need to find out more. We also
need to stop the rise in plastic
pollution worldwide.”

“We are not alarmed,”
WHO technical officer Jennifer

de France said. “With the data
that we have, we can say that we
believe the risk to be low, but
at the same time, we can’t rule
out conclusively that there
might never be a risk in the
future.”

According to the analysis,
which summarizes the latest
knowledge on microplastics in
drinking-water, microplastics
larger than 150 micrometres
are not likely to be absorbed in
the human body and uptake of
smaller particles is expected to
be limited.  Absorption and dis-
tribution of very small
microplastic particles including
in the nano size range may,
however, be higher, although
the data is extremely limited.

Further research is needed
to obtain a more accurate
assessment of exposure to
microplastics and their poten-
tial impacts on human health.
These include developing stan-
dard methods for measuring
microplastic particles in water;
more studies on the sources
and occurrence of microplas-
tics in fresh water; and the effi-
cacy of different treatment
processes.

The WHO has recom-
mended drinking-water sup-
pliers and regulators prioritize
removing microbial pathogens
and chemicals that are known
risks to human health, such as
those causing deadly diarrhoeal
diseases. 
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CBI Joint Director Ajay
Bhatnagar has flagged

concerns over agency officials
being posted at a particular
branch for longer period
which is “severely” affecting
the conduct and work culture
as also discipline of the
agency.  

“All HOZs (Heads of

Zones) are requested to
review the posting particulars
of each individual individual
posted in their Zone and
send a list of officers rank
wise … who are to be con-
sidered for rotation due to
long tenure,” Bhatnagar said
in a letter on August 21 to his
colleague Anurag.
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The number of tigers in the
country has increased but

the manpower manning them
has not. As per the latest tiger
census, the number of the
predators in the country has
risen by 33 per cent in last four
years to 2,967,however, on an
average the tiger reserves are
reeling under shortage of staff
with  30 per cent posts lying
vacant.

A senior Government offi-
cial from the Union
Environment Ministry said
that vacancies pertain to forest
guards, forest rangers, forest
section officers who are essen-
tial for wildlife conservation,
grassland management and
rigorous protection from
poaching and illegal tree-fellers
lying vacant.

According to the recent
data available from the

National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), number
wise, there are just 11,500 staff
protecting manning the 2,967
big cats in the 50 tiger reserves
across the country. 

The tiger reserves are just

not the home of big cats but
also the habitat of rich bio-
diversity and a considerable
wildlife population, including
big predators like leopards and
faunas such as swamp deer,
neel gai, hispid hare and stag,

to name a few, which needs
conservation and protection
from wildlife smugglers, the
official pointed out.

Tiger reserves such as
Sundarbans in West Bengal,
Anamalai in Tamil Nadu,

Pakke in East Kameng district
of Arunachal Pradesh in north-
eastern India, and Kawal tiger
reserves in Telangana have
reported acute shortage of staff
with half of the total sanctioned
posts lying vacant. 

Valmiki tiger reserve in
Bihar which has 31 tigers and
ten cubs is grappling with
acute shortage of vacancy with
86 per cent posts yet to be filled,
speaking volumes of existing
gaps in the management.

Sources said that most of
the employees at VTR are daily
wagers and not permanent
employees. They also lack the
required skill and interest. In
fact, the contractual staff are
being deployed at most of the
tiger reserves.

Vivek Menon, CEO of
Wildlife Trust of India (WTI)
said: “Forest guards are the
backbone of India’s wildlife
and habitat protection system.

They are the guardians of its
natural heritage and at the
frontline of the fight against
poachers and timber smugglers
who are sometimes far better
armed and equipped. 

It is thus important that
this force remains trained and
highly motivated to tackle
diverse threats it is being faced
with. From time to time we
have been conducting work-
shops with the State
Governments to strengthen
staff morale and sharpen 
their skills.”

Interestingly, between 2012
and 2018, 657 tiger deaths
were reported in India, most of
them (48% or 313) due to nat-
ural causes and 21% or 138 due
to poaching, NTCA data says.
Of the 138 poaching deaths,
Madhya Pradesh reported the
most (22% or 30), followed by
Karnataka (24) and
Maharashtra (18). 
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court,
hearing the politically sensitive
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid land dispute matter, told
a lawyer for a Hindu party on
Friday to be “pin-pointed” and
“precise” in his submissions.

“Mr (Sushil) Jain, we look
forward to your pin-pointed,
crisp and precise arguments,” the
five-judge Constitution bench
headed by Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi said as soon as the senior
counsel for the Nirmohi Akhara
started advancing
his submissions.

T h e
Allahabad High
Court, in its 2010
judgment on four
civil suits, had par-
titioned the 2.77-
acre disputed land
in Uttar Pradesh’s Ayodhya
equally among the three parties
-- the Sunni Waqf Board, the
Nirmohi Akhara and Ram Lalla.

The Supreme Court bench,
also comprising justices S A
Bobde, D Y Chandrachud,
Ashok Bhushan and S A Nazeer,
had on Thursday asked Jain to
explain as to how the Akhara
could claim title over the dis-
puted land in the capacity of a
“shebait” of the deity.

Friday was the eleventh day
of the hearing in the matter

before the apex court.
So far, the Akhara’s argu-

ments were contrary to the case
it had built in the high court, the
bench observed and asked Jain
to “build” his case “on merits”. 

“While arguing, always keep
in mind that we have already
looked at large part of the doc-
uments,” it told Jain.

On being told by the lawyer
that a note was prepared and he
would take around a week to
conclude his arguments, the

bench said, “You don’t
need a week, take a
day and try your best
to put forward the
case.”

The bench said it
had perused many
documents and asked
Jain to supplement

the arguments advanced by
other Hindu parties.

“You say that you will do
this, you will do that, but you do
not start,” the bench told the
senior lawyer.

Jain said the Akhara was
very poor, it had no money and
its temple was taken away,
adding that the Hindu body was
entitled to put forward its case.

“Mr Jain, still you have not
started the submissions,” the
bench said, leading to com-
mencement of arguments. PTI
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In a democracy, citizens enjoy the priv-
ilege of casting their vote to elect rep-
resentatives. In India, we elect leaders
right from the panchayat level to the
Parliament. The right to vote is prized

and all of us are taught about it in our schools
and universities. We are also reminded about
this by politicians of all hues before every elec-
tion. It is also a well-established fact that the
Indian voter is far more mature now and
knows about the “power” of his/her vote. This
was proved beyond any doubt to one and all
— nationally and internationally — in 1977
when the citizens unseated Indira Gandhi
from her traditional family fiefdom in Uttar
Pradesh and simultaneously threw her out of
power at the national level by decimating her
political party. A very interesting interlude fol-
lowed her defeat. People had high hopes from
the next Government as it was supposed to
work under the astute guidance of Jayaprakash
Narayan. Those, who inherited power, could
not manage the Government. They were
assessed unfit by the people and Indira
Gandhi was brought back to power within
three years. People not only pardoned her but
also taught a lesson to those who could not
rise above petty personal feuds as they had
not “learnt to live and work together.” All this,
experts say, is the essence of democracy. 

Democracy shines when a humble per-
son, setting aside all his/her woes, concerns
and stress of providing the next meal, enters
the polling booth and puts his/her finger on
the EVM button. Who can read or visualise
what clouds their minds in the shape of a bet-
ter tomorrow for him/her, the family and for
the little world that deserves outside support
on many counts. The voter is still far from the
promises made in the Constitution of India.
One more election opportunity and expec-
tations soar again. The Indian voter has also
witnessed how elected representatives have
often let them down on several counts. Most
of them vanish for five years, take more inter-
est in their own welfare than that of the elec-
torate, show little concern and connectivity
to their electors, give no dignity to them and
after five years, return with folded hands,
pleading for “one more chance.” But if one
weighs the performance of elected represen-
tatives on Gandhian expectations, one would
mostly be disappointed.

Winston Churchill never expected that
India could manage its independence. He was
convinced that Indians were unfit to govern
themselves and, hence, the British had to stay
on to look after them. It was not easy for him
or those of his ilk to see beyond the cobwebs
of the much-publicised altruistic perception
that the British essentially travelled to India
to “salvage the souls of the savages.” One could
claim with a sense of pride and achievement
that whether Churchill liked it or not, India
has established its credentials in “how to make
its democracy operational in its minutest
nuances.” We could do it as it was not new
to democratic practices of governance. 

The Ganrajyas of Licchavi and Vaishali
are well-known historical instances. Even at
that time, education for preparing young ones

with a focus on “lot learn to live
together” began in joint families
that accommodated four gener-
ations under one roof. It was also
a ground to teaching them to
respect different viewpoints and
accommodate the likes and dis-
likes of everyone. Respect for
diversity and the realisation how
essential it was, were inherent in
the Indian tradition. Indian cul-
ture prepares its children for a
duty-bound society that respects
relationships within the family
and beyond. 

It will be worthwhile to
remember what Churchill said:
“Democracy is the worst form of
Government, except for all oth-
ers”, which invites learned and
informed deliberations even now.
He viewed democratic politics
not only as an “insurance” for
future, against external dangers,
but also against threats “scarce-
ly less grave and much more near
and constant” that threaten us all.
India, like every other function-
al and dynamic democracy, must
remain conscious of the dangers
to its democracy that are emerg-
ing within the system from the
very functionaries that are
entrusted with the task of sustain-
ing and strengthening democra-
tic values.  

We are all aware how tradi-
tional democratic values have
confronted difficult situations
in the era of globalisation and
commercialisation. They stand
overshadowed by emerging
materialist values. On several
occasions, elected representa-

tives, including those holding
positions of greater political
power, find it difficult to main-
tain the right balance between
Indian perception of democrat-
ic public life and the lure of power
and pelf — glamour and glitz in
a globalised free-market world. 

The chinks emerging in the
Indian democracy are not unex-
pected. Mahatma Gandhi could
envision in April 24, 1922, that
“As we become independent, all
the defects of the system of elec-
tions, injustice, the tyranny of the
richer classes as also the burden
of running administration, are
bound to come upon us. People
would begin to feel that during
those days, there was more jus-
tice, better administration and
peace and there was honesty to
a great extent among the admin-
istrators compared to the days
after Independence.”

When I came across this part
of Gandhian writing some four
decades ago, my simplistic query
to eminent Gandhian personal-
ities was: How could Gandhiji
cultivate such serious apprehen-
sions about elections when we
had no such experience in India?
They were kind enough to
enlighten me that Gandhiji had
studied the British election sys-
tem in-depth and could visualise
what impact the taste of power
produces on the majority of
elected representatives.

Having elected 17
Parliaments and innumerable
State Assemblies, district and
panchayat level bodies, the Indian

voter has seen it all. They are wor-
ried and are struggling with the
increasing erosion of credibility
of elected representatives, who
unfortunately — exceptions apart
— could not live up to expecta-
tions. They have seen how rep-
resentatives coming from hum-
ble backgrounds become bil-
lionaires. They know for sure that
their Minister, Chief Minister or
Deputy Chief Minister could
spend anywhere from �5 crore to
�50 crore to refurbish their offi-
cial bungalows. Former Chief
Ministers are given huge bunga-
lows for life with support staff.
When the High Court ruled
against this practice, the Madhya
Pradesh Government found a
new way to bypass the court’s
orders. Using discretionary quota,
it reallotted the same houses.
Such instances could be aplenty.

The youth of today may
find it difficult to believe that the
members of the Constituent
Assembly did not get any salary,
let alone pension. They got an
allowance of �45 per day for the
days of sitting. And they were the
ones who got it reduced to �40
per day in consideration of the
tough economic condition of the
country.  

An eminent expert on the
nuances of parliamentary
democracy and an internation-
ally acknowledged scholar and
author of Our Constitution,
Subhash Kashyap brilliantly
analysed the “rise” of the Indian
parliamentarian at the nation-
al level in his latest outstanding

treatise, State of the Nation:
Democracy Governance and
Parliament. Members of the
Constituent Assembly were
mostly freedom fighters and
men and women known
throughout the length and
breadth of the country for the
sacrifices they made. They
worked tirelessly to give India
its Constitution. They gave
themselves a sitting allowance
of �40 per day. Contrast this
with their successors. The
salaries and allowances of
Members of Parliament Act,
1954, fixed a salary of �400 per
month for an MP and a daily
allowance of �21. 

After this, there have been
29 upward revisions to the Act.
There were members, whose
conscience was pricked but their
viewpoint was overlooked by the
majority. Nanaji Deshmukh was
one such exception. He raised
this issue in 2004 and pointed
out that “salaries and allowances
of members had gone up 90
times during the first 50 years”.
But his words made no impact.
These upward revisions invari-
ably got a full-throated fast-track
approval from the MPs. Kashyap
describes the position in its
totality: “At a time when the
salary of a member was only
�12,000 per month, Nanaji had
estimated that the direct month-
ly expenditure on an MP was at
least �3 lakh per month. Himself
an MP, he knew first hand. On
that basis, the present monthly
cost of an MP must work out
close to �10 or15 lakh per
month or more, which could be
few hundred times the per capi-
ta income of an Indian.” 

Whenever issues related to
MPs or State legislatures come
up during discussions, I am
invariably reminded of the
Gandhian vision that defects of
elections would weigh heavily
on our people. The resilience of
electors in democracy may have
its upper limits. It is public
knowledge that each candidate
is supposed to submit a detailed
statement of the expenditure
incurred during election cam-
paigns. They also know that it
should always be within the lim-
its prescribed by the Election
Commission of India. 

Every Indian voter would be
willing to say “every one spends
much more than what they claim
to have spent”, exceptions apart.
Is this situation acceptable? May
be, someday,  some young elect-
ed representative will launch a
campaign against this routine
practice and be hailed as a “hero”
striving to restore democratic val-
ues. This could be done by some
young person, who remains hon-
est, humble and humane as the
representative of people. 

(The writer is the Indian
Representative on the Executive
Board of UNESCO)
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Chidambaram in a spot”
(August 22). Hitherto, hardened
criminals were known only to
play a cat-and-mouse game with
the law enforcement agencies.
Now, a leading politician, who not
long ago was India’s Home
Minister, P Chidambaram, was
allegedly running away from the
law. But the spectacle surround-
ing him finally climaxed with his
arrest by sleuths who hopped over
his plush bungalow’s walls to get
to him. 

Meanwhile, it is ironical that
Chidambaram used to taunt the
Government how the likes of
Vijay Mallya and Nirav Modi
managed to evade the authorities
and flee abroad. Now, it is the
Government’s turn to ask him
how he could manage to send the
Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on a wild goose
chase.  

While politicians are known
to have gotten away with murder
given their ability to “influence”
witnesses, the case against
Chidambaram appears to be rel-
atively watertight. A key accused

in the INX Media case, firm
director Indrani Mukerjea has
deposed against Chidambaram
and his son Karti for flouting
rules for approval of up to 26 per
cent foreign investment in her
company. The reaction of
Opposition parties was on expect-
ed lines.

JS Acharya
Hyderabad
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Chidambaram in a spot”
(August 22). The spectacle,
where officials from the CBI and
ED arrested former Finance
Minister P Chidambaram from
his residence, has raised serious
questions about the conduct of

the investigative agencies.
Officials scaled the walls of his
Jorbagh residence to arrest him.
In a def iant mode,
Chidambaram, who is accused
of money laundering and receiv-
ing kickbacks in the INX Media
case, put up a strong defence of
himself and his family members,
saying none of them have been
accused of any offence by the

probe agencies. 
Perhaps, it’s best to leave the

matter to the courts. No person,
even if he/she has held or is
holding a high office, is above
the law. The investigative agen-
cies as well as the courts must
now follow due processes and
ensure transparency in the case.

TK Nandanan
Chennai
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Sir — It is surprising that despite
India having made it amply
clear that no third party inter-
vention is needed as far as
resolving the Kashmir issue is
concerned, US President Donald
Trump has again offered 
assistance. He may have the
requisite skills to convert a busi-
ness deal but when it comes to
resolving intractable issues
between sovereign countries,
it’s a different matter altogether.
His negotiations with Kim Jong-
un is an example. They have
yielding no results.

Manisha
Via email
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When we flip through the world’s busi-
ness history, we find that all large mer-
cantile communities were great patrons

of the art of philanthropy. They regarded it a
divine tradition. The world today is witnessing
a growing realisation in enterprises of the
importance of altruism. Hence, a great deal of
money has been flowing into the social sector.
Like individual citizens who have moral and
social responsibilities, businesses are being per-
ceived as corporate citizens who need to com-
mit time, talent and resources for welfare of soci-
ety as they draw their sustenance from it. This
idea has now been corporatised under the appel-
lation, Corporate Social Responsibility, better
known as CSR.

A social responsibility: CSR is a concept
whereby firms integrate social and environmen-
tal concerns into their business operations and
is generally understood to be a tool for achiev-
ing a balance between economic, environmen-
tal and social imperatives, while addressing
expectations of shareholders and stakeholders. 

In the global economy, stakeholders include
customers, suppliers, employees, communities,
and financiers — shareholders, bondholders plus
banks and other sources of capital — and they
are all intertwined

CSR is a very broad concept that aims at
managing a business in a way that it contributes
towards sustainable development by delivering
social, economic and environmental benefits to
all stakeholders. It addresses issues like human
rights, corporate governance, health and safe-
ty, environmental effects, working conditions
and contribution to economic development.
Whatever the definition is, the purpose of CSR
is to drive change towards sustainability.

We are seeing the emergence of a new crop
of mega donors who are upending long-estab-
lished norms in philanthropy. Not only are they
increasingly willing to take on hot-button social
and political issues, they also have a problem-
solving and impact-making mindset. CSR is now
being recognised as a critical component to an
organisation’s values, its operating ethos, its busi-
ness strategies and its purpose. Businesses are
being measured on financial and social metrics.

CSR is often used interchangeably for
Corporate Citizenship and is also linked to the
concept of Triple Bottom Line Reporting
(financial, social and environmental), which is
used as a framework for measuring an organi-
sation’s performance against economic, social
and environmental parameters. In essence,
CSR is about building sustainable businesses,
which need healthy economies, markets and
communities. 

Over the years there have been many voic-
es within the business community who believe
that companies must break out of convention-
al preoccupation with profit and do more to
address the world’s pressing social needs. The
chorus has been joined by leaders from civil soci-
ety, governments, policy think tanks and world
bodies on education, health and rehabilitation.
Business leadership has acknowledged the
demand for enlarged corporate responsibility in
ways which can reflect a profound attitudinal
change individually and collectively.

It is now widely acknowledged that CSR

should be a critical component to an organisa-
tion’s operating ethos, its values, and its purpose.
CSR existed earlier also, however, well-mean-
ing but inappropriate programmes were foist-
ed on communities without any dialogue. That
was replaced by the writing of blank cheques to
favoured groups, often without an accompany-
ing structure. Today, however, enlightened
companies engage in extensive dialogue and
planning and are forming partnerships with gov-
ernments, NGOs and communities to push a
wider and deeper agenda.

For a long time, the general sentiment was
that for businesses, earning a profit should take
precedence over ideals like acting responsibly
and ethically. Even today, many companies are
paying just lip service.

A legal mandate: India is the first country
to mandate that firms expend at least 2 per cent
of their net profits on special development pro-
jects. Its unique law, Corporate Social
Responsibility Rules in the Companies Act, 2013,
came into effect on April 1, 2014. 

However, there is a crucial difference
between the way CSR is implemented in the
West and in India. A generally accepted gold
standard for CSR in the Western world is that
it must be closely integrated with a firm’s busi-
ness strategy so that the programmes create a
shared value for the company’s shareholders. In
India, this linkage is explicitly prohibited for
CSR; the focus is restricted solely to contribu-
tion towards societal welfare.

Experience the world over shows that CSR
is more socially relevant when it is driven by
altruistic motives rather than being a mandat-
ed policy commanding philanthropy. It is very
difficult to legislate since moral obligations have
to be inculcated, not legislated. Laws can set the
minimum standards, but they cannot create an
environment or ambience for a philanthropic
mindset. This is why we see marked aberrations
in the CSR agenda of most corporations. Many
businesses harbour a variety of secondary aims

and often use CSR for boosting their social pro-
file and business markets. Such lack of well-
intentioned commitment has been detrimental
to this noble philosophy.

Companies are trying to dress up CSR as a
business discipline and expecting that every ini-
tiative deliver business results. That is asking too
much of CSR and distracts from what must be
its main goal: to align a company’s social and
environmental activities with its business pur-
pose and values. If in doing so, CSR activities
enhance reputation, mitigate risks and contribute
to business results, it is acceptable. But for many
CSR programmes, those outcomes are becom-
ing a spillover, not their reason for being.

Challenges for socially responsible com-
panies: It is true that since there are so many
causes competing for attention, it may not be
possible for organisations to have a universal-
ly inclusive mission. Studies suggest that char-
ity leaders have a geographic bias with corpo-
rations homing in on projects closer to their
headquarters. Consequently, more remote
regions where development aid is acutely need-
ed are being ignored. Politics can also skew pri-
orities, with companies looking to gain politi-
cal goodwill by funding government-led projects
rather than initiating more socially relevant ini-
tiatives which are thirsty for funds.

Even as annual CSR expenditure is on the
rise, the impact on the ground remains a mat-
ter of debate. CSR has usually been peripheral
in most organisations and it is not woven into
the texture of business. Further, it is not always
necessarily transparent or mission-oriented. It
may be used for enhancing the brand reputa-
tion or to provide a cover of moral counterbal-
ance for brushing off a besmirched public image
or for camouflaging dark acts. There is always
a creative tension between social mission and
business goals.

Moreover, a significant amount of any CSR
expenditure comes with strings attached. There
are terms that dictate exactly where and how

funds must be used. While this may be appro-
priate in some cases, it reflects a serious lack of
trust in the non-profit entities and hinders their
ability to operate effectively. When donors insist
that their money should go exclusively to the
people served, there is not enough money left
for the non-profit entities to focus on building
their own organisations. They are, therefore,
unable to invest in talent, technology, systems,
or reporting. Reporting requirements are often
an onerous administrative burden on these small
organisations which have to devote their scarce
skills to educated, English-speaking personnel
for writing reports for the donors rather than
running the programmes.

These development agents are the right con-
duits for reaching the deeper backwaters which
have tougher geographical terrains and are cen-
tres of social schisms and extremist ideologies.
In such regions donors also need to go beyond
the sacred trimurti—sustainability, replicabili-
ty and scalability —which should be restricted
to mainland organisations. Too much insistence
on technicalities leaves genuine development
work out of the CSR net. A worm’s eye view is
as critical as a bird’s eye view to ensure that pro-
jects deliver visible and lasting outcomes and
leave a larger and lasting imprint.

A more important aspect of CSR that
needs greater attention is the need for embed-
ding CSR values in employees. It is only when
employees align their social philosophy with that
of their employers that the real benefits of CSR
can materialize. A sincerely and honestly prac-
ticed charity always delivers rich dividends in
the long run. That is the lesson we learn from
both philosophers and business leaders. It is wise
to remind ourselves again of the advice of Henry
Ford, “A business absolutely devoted to service
will have only one worry about profits. They will
be embarrassingly large.”

(The writer is Member, NITI Aayog’s National
Committee on Financial Literacy and Inclusion
for Women)
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As digital marketing becomes
increasingly important for busi-
nesses, they need to start think-

ing about stepping up their strategies
by going beyond conventional Search
Engine Optimization (SEO) tech-
niques. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI), holds
the key to the future of digital market-
ing. When Google unveiled
RankBrain in 2015, users noticed that
the results to their queries in the search
engine became more useful and rel-
evant. The algorithm, which uses AI
to analyse and respond to user queries
like a human being would, also
returns identical questions asked by
other users. With the ability to collect,
analyse and learn from data, AI has the

potential to transform your digital
strategy. 

So what exactly is AI? A simplis-
tic explanation is that AI is a branch
of computer science that deals with
building intelligent machines that
can think and respond like a human
being. The trailblazing English math-
ematician, Alan Turing, proposed
the Turing test in 1950 to determine
the intelligence of computers and iden-
tify if a computer can achieve human-
level performance in cognitive tasks
that are sophisticated enough to fool
an interrogator. 

Although no AI programme has
come close to passing the undiluted
Turing test, cognitive and computer
scientist John McCarthy observed
that Turing’s philosophy of AI is
unlikely to have an effect on the prac-
tice of AI research, which has grown
by leaps and bounds in the last two
decades.  

This brings us to the question of
how an enterprise can use AI to mar-
ket its business. The fact remains that
a fifth of all the searches done using
Google are voice based. It’s a big num-
ber, and digital marketers should

understand its significance and start
planning their marketing strategies to
optimise websites to make the most
use of voice search, along with tradi-
tional text search. 

Some of the ways in which digi-
tal marketing can be pumped up using
AI are predicting customer behavior,
using Accelerated Mobile Pages
(AMPs) to reduce load time and AI
chatbots to enhance user experience.

Let’s look at how AI helps in pre-
dicting customer behaviour.
Advancements in predictive analytics
allow marketers to extract more infor-
mation from data, and use it to pre-

dict the behavior of customers. They
can then apply cluster models to group
them and predict purchase trends.
Predictive analysis also helps the sales
and marketing divisions with lead
scoring, making it possible to score
leads based on their readiness to pur-
chase. Businesses can upsell and
cross-sell based on existing data.

If your website’s mobile browser
pages are not loading quickly, it can
spoil the user experience. That’s where
AMPs come in. The AMP plugin takes
web pages and makes them load faster
by stripping them down to the basics.
RankBrain has enabled Google to

understand better what its users are
looking for, and AMP content auto-
matically shows up in the top stories
carousel. If you are a business with an
AMP page, then you have better
chances of showing up in the top three
search results in Google.

A lot of businesses already use
chatbots, making it possible for the
user to interact with the bot via
instant messaging. 

The time is ripe for companies
to start using AI-based chatbots,
which are significantly better. They
can retain customer data, and cus-
tomers do not have to repeat them-
selves every time. They can handle
multiple customer requests at the
same time, eliminating the wait
time. They can also track the pur-
chase patterns of customers, allow-
ing businesses to revamp their mar-
keting strategy and boost sales. 

Last, but not the least, companies
need to scale up content marketing.
Content marketing refers to the prac-
tice of marketing a brand or a busi-
ness by sharing educational, insight-
ful, or entertaining articles that add
value to the lives of readers. Research

has shown that the strategy is more
effective in attracting and retaining
customers as it isn’t purely promotion-
al. The Natural Language Generation
(NLG) engine, Wordsmith, was able
to create more than a billion human
sounding articles in 2016. Although
AI is still not advanced enough to
write natural sounding articles on
every topic, it is still useful for data dri-
ven content such as quarterly reports,
market data, and sport matches. Once
the content is ready, you can scale it
up with an influencer marketing plat-
form to ensure that it reaches the tar-
get audience.

Embracing AI technologies will
benefit your digital marketing strate-
gy in many ways. AI will not replace
the jobs of advertisers and marketers,
but help them unleash their creative
and strategic potential. Business own-
ers need to identify the roadblocks
faced by their marketing campaign or
company and use insights derived
from AI-based marketing to solve the
issues. 

(The writer is founder, CEO and
search scientist at a leading AI-powered
digital marketing firm)
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After failing on the diplo-
matic front, Pakistan is

bent upon escalating tensions
along the Line of Control in
Jammu & Kashmir. 

On Friday, Pakistan Army
initiated 'unprovoked' ceasefire
violation in which one Indian
Army jawan attained martyr-
dom in Nowshera sector of
frontier Rajouri district.
Pakistan Army is regularly tar-
geting civilian pockets along
the Line of Control to disturb
peace in the region.
Traumatised local residents
have been staying back inside
their houses to ensure their
safety but are worried a lot as
on going work on completion
of bunkers, sanctioned by the
Union Government is going on
at snails' pace. 

Since August 17, three
Indian jawans and one civilian
have lost their lives in Pakistan
firing along the Line of Control
in frontier districts of Rajouri
and Poonch. 

Defence PRO in Jammu,
Lt-Col Devender Anand said,
" Pakistan Army resorted to
unprovoked ceasefire violation
along the Line of Control in

Nowshera sector of Rajouri
district on Friday morning". 

He said, in the exchange of
fire, Naik Rajib Thapa attained
martyrdom". Hitting
back,"Indian Army responded
strongly and effectively. 

Defence PRO claimed,
"Heavy damage was caused to
Pakistan Army posts and casu-
alties to Pakistan soldiers have
been inflicted by the Indian
army". 

Defence PRO said,Naik
Rajib Thapa, aged 34 years
belonged to Village Mechpara,
District Jalpaiguri, West Bengal
and is survived by his wife,
Khusbu Mangar Thapa.

Meanwhile, to take stock of
the prevailing security situation
on ground zero, Lt Gen Ranbir
Singh, Army Commander,

Northern Command, accom-
panied by the White Knight
Corps Commander, Lt Gen
Paramjit Singh Sangha visited
forward bases in Poonch and
Akhnoor Sector to review the
operational preparedness.

Defence PRO said, "During
the visit to the sectors, the
Army Commander was briefed
by the commanders on pre-
paredness of their formations". 

Army Commander
expressed satisfaction on mea-
sures adopted to strengthen
counter infiltration posture
with increased alertness and
use of high-end technology. He
also appreciated the aggressive
domination of Line of Control
adopted to give befitting
response to adversarie's CFVs
and tactical actions.
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Peaceful protests after the
Friday prayers in Soura area

of Srinagar have once again
turned violent after a large
number of local residents
attempted to block entry of
security personnel via bylanes
to quell their protests. 

According to eyewitness’
reports, "after the Friday
prayers, a large number of peo-
ple started shouting pro-Azadi
slogans while passing through
the streets of Soura area of
Srinagar". To contain them,
when security forces attempted
to  move in the area, they
offered strong resistance and
started pelting stones. Security
forces had to resort to the use
of teargassing, pepper grenades
and pellet guns to contain the
protesters. It could not be ascer-
tained how many protesters
received injuries during the
protest demonstrations which
continued for about 2 hours in
the area.

According to unconfirmed
reports, "large number of resi-
dents in the area also joined the
small group of protesters who
were pelting stones. Those who
could not step out of their
houses registered their protest
by beating empty utensils and

joining the chorus of anti-India
slogans".

A twitter handle of Kashmir
Zone police late evening post-
ed a message claiming, "situa-
tion in the valley has been
peaceful. No untoward incident
was reported today".

Meanwhile, worshippers
spread across different parts of
Srinagar and other district
headquarters of Kashmir could
not offer prayers for third week
in succession inside historic
mosques in their respective
areas. Only small gatherings of

worshippers was permitted in
vulnerable pockets in down
town areas of Srinagar.

Elaborate security arrange-
ments were made to prevent
mass assembly of people in
and around local mosques.
Posters had also surfaced in

several areas, urging the local
residents to  march towards the
office of United Nations to reg-
ister their protest peacefully.
The security forces had raised
barricades blocking all the
roads leading to the office of
United Nations.

2��&������������"�*���	
���������������
��	�#����!���!���

�� �	�	�����������������������
��� �����,������������ ������	�
����������	��)�	�
�����$�	��� *�

Golaghat (Assam): An assis-
tant sub- inspector of the
Border Security Force from
Assam and his wife were
declared foreigners by a tri-
bunal without their knowl-
edge, his family claimed on
Friday.

Muzibur Rahman, the BSF
man who is now posted in
Punjab, and his wife were
declared foreigners by the
Jorhat Foreigners' Tribunal in
December last year but the
family was informed about
this only last month, they
claimed.

Talking to reporters at
Merapani in Golaghat district,
Rahman's father Bapdhan Ali
said except the two, everyone
in his family have been includ-
ed in the National Register of
Citizens (NRC), the final ver-
sion of which will be published
on August 31.

"I request the government
to take steps so that he contin-

ues to be an Indian," Ali told a
news channel.

He claimed that their fam-
ily members have legacy data
and land documents to estab-
lish their Indian citizenship.

Ali said, "We are Indians.
The name of every member of
my family is in the NRC but
not of Muzibur who is working
in the BSF in the service of the
nation, and his wife."

One person identified as
the lawyer of the family said
Rahman was declared a 'D'
(Doubtful) voter in July 2018 of
which he was not aware and
then the Foreigners' Tribunal
declared him a 'foreigner' in
December.

But he did not get any
summon to appear for hearing
to present his case, the lawyer
claimed.

The family said their village
headman informed them on
July 29 that Rahaman and his
wife were summoned to pre-

sent themselves in the Jorhat
Circuit House.

As he was away in Punjab,
his father and brother-in- law
went there and they were told
by Government officials that
the two were declared 'for-
eigners' in December 2018.

"Probably those engaged in

the NRC updating exercise
have not done their duty prop-
erly. We want an error-free
NRC and will always cooper-
ate with the process. I urge the
government to ensure that gen-
uine Indian citizens are not
harassed," Rahman told the
channel over the phone from

Punjab.
Earlier, Kargil war veteran

Mohammad Sanaullah and
Central Industrial Security
Force jawan Mamud Ali were
also declared foreigners by the
Foreigners Tribunal.

Soon after the Sanaullah
incident, Army chief Gen Bipin
Rawat had said no jawan will
be allowed to face any diffi-
culties if his name does not
come in the NRC and that the
force will extend all assistance
in this regard.

Names of over 40 lakh
people were not included in the
complete draft of the NRC
published last year.

Assam, which had faced an
influx of people from
Bangladesh since the early 20th
century, is the only state hav-
ing an NRC which was first
prepared in 1951.

It is being updated now
under the supervision of the
Supreme Court. PTI
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Kota: Two women fell victim to
the outlawed custom of triple
talaq on  the same day in this
district with their husbands
allegedly divorcing them with
the oral diktat.

Kota's Waqf Nagar resident
Anisa Khan on Thursday alleged
her husband Usman, a resident
of Nagar area in Bharatpur dis-
trict, divorced her for not bring-
ing more dowry and turned her
out of her matrimonial home,
said police.

In her complaint to Kota's
City Superintendent of Police
Deepak Bhargav, Khan said her
husband divorced her after rais-
ing the demand and beating her
up.

On the SP's direction, an
FIR was lodged under the
Muslim Women (Protection of
Rights on Marriage) Act, 2019
against Usman at the Dadabari

police station and the investi-
gation was started, said SHO
Tarachand Bansiwal.

In the second case, a 55-
year-old woman, Rehana alleged
her husband Sarwar Ansari, a
former employee of Kota's
Command Area Development
project, divorced her by uttering
talaq thrice earlier in the day.

On the woman's compliant,
an FIR was registered at the
Kunhari police station. PTI

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat State
Commission for Women has
asked IAS officer Gaurav Dahiya
to appear before it after receiv-
ing a complaint from a Delhi-
based woman who has accused
him of bigamy and cheating.

Chairperson of the com-
mission Leelaben Ankoliya said
on Friday that the summons
was issued two days ago.

"There is no response from
him yet," she said.

She did not specify when he
was supposed to appear.

Meanwhile, the com-
plainant woman, who had met
Ankoliya on August 20 to make
a representation, on Friday met
Gujarat Chief Secretary JN
Singh in Gandhinagar.

Addressing a press conference
later, she reiterated her demand
of DNA test of her eight-month-
old daughter to establish that
Dahiya is her biological father.

Dahiya, a 2010-batch
Gujarat-cadre officer, was sus-
pended by the state government
on August 14 after the woman
accused him of marrying her in
2018 by concealing the fact
that he was already married.

"I have all the evidence to
prove that Dahiya married me
and we have a daughter togeth-
er. If he claims he is innocent,
he should come forward for a
DNA test," she said.

Dahiya has denied that he
every married her, and accused
her of blackmailing him. PTI

5�8�(�%��;�����&
��%%�����6������	��
�!������%'�	
����

Jaipur: The fourth accused has
been arrested in connection
with the lynching of Rakbar
Khan on the suspicion of cow
smuggling in Rajasthan's Alwar
district last year, police said.

Vijay Kumar was caught in
Murtikala colony of Jaipur on
Thursday and taken to Alwar.
The fifth accused, Naval Kishore,
is still absconding, police said.

The police have already
arrested Dharmendra Yadav,
Paramjeet Singh and Naresh in
connection with the case and
filed a charge sheet against
them.

Rakbar alias Akbar was
beaten severely by a group of
people on suspicion of cow
smuggling in Alwar's Ramgarh
area in July last year. On the
night of July 20, Khan and his
friend, Aslam, had allegedly
purchased the cows from
Ladpura village and were taking
them to their village in Haryana
through a forested area near
Lalawandi in Alwar when the
accused attacked them.

Aslam managed to flee, but
an injured Akbar died at a hos-
pital in Alwar.  PTI
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Muzaffarnagar (UP): A case
has been registered here
against a dentist for allegedly
giving instant triple talaq to his
wife over dowry, police said on
Friday. Saira Bano, a resident
of Mustafabad village in
Muzaffarnagar area, was given
instant triple talaq by her hus-
band in April 16 after the
dowry demands were not met,
according to a complaint. 

A case was registered
against Tahir Hasan under
the Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Act at the New
Mandi police station on
Thursday, the police said. The
couple, who got married in
December 2015, are dentists
and have a clinic in Deoband
town of Uttar Pradesh's
Saharanpur district.  PTI
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Chennai: A group of advocates
has come out in support of
Madras high court judge Justice
S Vaidyanathan who recently
withdrew his observation that
co-education in Christian insti-
tutes was "highly unsafe" for the
future of girl children and direct-
ed the court registry to delete
controversial paras in his order.

In a representation to the
Chief Justice, the Advocates For
Reform, Chennai, comprising
about 82 advocates, said while it
is open to the legal fraternity to
criticise a judgment on its mer-
its, lawyers cannot claim any
right to criticise judges in their
personal capacity for the pro-
nouncements made by them in
the judgment.

A delegation of 64 lawyers
led by senior advocate R Vaigai
had earlier submitted a repre-

sentation urging the chief justice
not to post any cases on
Christian missionaries as well as
women before Justice
Vaidyanathan. The delegation
had also requested the chief jus-
tice to counsel the judge to recall
the order and delete some more
paras in it. The Advocates For
Reform said "When it is always
open to to the aggrieved parties
to file an appeal if they are
aggrieved by the judgment, the
advocates have no right to
demand the judges to recall the
orders passed by them."

Such "unwarranted criti-
cism" of the judges for the views
taken by them in the judg-
ments would undermine the
independence of the judiciary,
the representation said.

It would clearly amount to
gross interference in the admin-

istration of justice and "is an
attempt to virtually browbeat the
judges for the judgments pro-
nounced by them."

Senior advocate Vaigai had
on Wednesday made a mention
before the judge in the court to
hear the case again for removal
of some controversial paras in
the order. When the matter
came up on Thursday, the judge
said, "The High Court Registry
is directed to issue a fresh order
copy after removing the
expunged paras."

The judge had made the
observations recently when
refusing to quash a show-cause
notice issued to a Madras
Christian College professor fac-
ing sexual harassment charge
from at least 34 girl students pur-
suing third-year Zoology course
at the college. PTI
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Aday after its president Raj
Thackeray was grilled by the

Enforcement Directorate offi-
cials for more than eight hours
for his alleged financial involve-
ment in M/s Kohinoor CTNL,
the MNS on Friday retaliated in
an unusual manner by serving
a “notice” on the ED for its fail-
ure to put up a name board in
Marathi in front of its Ballard
Pier Office in south Mumbai.

In a tweet put out through
its official handle, the MNS
stated: “The name boards of
Government departments
should be in Marathi. Perhaps,
the ED office has forgotten it. We
have made a complaint in this
regard to the district collector’s
office. We have sent a copy of the
notice to the ED office. Will the
Marathi language department
compel the ED office to put its
name plate in Marathi?”.

Raj was grilled for more

than eight hours on Thursday
for his financial involvement in
M/s Kohinoor CTNL which is
being investigated for alleged
irregularities in the IL&FS’s
loans-cum- investments case.

Raj, whose questioning by
the ED officials began around 12
noon and continued till well past
8 pm, emerged out of the ED
office at around 8.15 pm on
Thursday.

Raj was responding to sum-
mons issued to him last week in
connection with the invest-
ments that he had made in M/s

Kohinoor CTNL, a company
funded by former Maharashtra
CM Manohar Joshi’s son
Unmesh Joshi.

After his questioning by
the ED  in a loan default involv-
ing M/s Kohinoor CTNL, Raj
had said that notwithstanding
the inquiry launched against
him by the central investigating
agency, he would not shut his
mouth but keep speaking against
the Government.

“You may investigate me as
much as you can, but I would
not shut my mouth. But, I
would continue to speak (against
the Government),” Raj had said.

The ED is investigating  the
alleged irregularities in the
IL&FS’s loans and investments
worth over �860 crore in M/s
Kohinoor CTNL.

M/s Kohinoor CTNL has
been under ED scanner for
being a prominent defaulter of
IL&FS, amounting to an esti-
mated �135 crore.

Unmesh along with son
along with IL&FS and Raj
Thackeray-owned Matoshree
Construction had in 2005 joint-
ly had made a  bid and bought
for the NTPC’s Kohinoor Mill’s
4.8-acre property for �421 crore.

In 2008, the IL&FS reneged
from the deal and surrendered
its shares for only �90 crore, as
against an investment of �225
crore made in M/s Kohinoor
CTNL. Following the IL &FS’s
exit, Raj also exited from the
venture after selling his shares.

In 2017, M/s Kohinoor
CTNL entered into an agree-
ment to sell some commercial
and residential properties in
the upcoming Kohinoor Square
Towers to IL&FS to settle out-
standing of around �500 crore
in loans. Following this, IL&FS
extended another �100 crore to
Kohinoor CTNL on which it
defaulted. Jr Joshi’s company is
now under control of another
company.
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Lucknow: BSP president
Mayawati Friday appealed to
the Centre and the Delhi gov-
ernment to find a way to recon-
struct the Ravidas temple
which was demolished by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) on the direction of the
Supreme Court recently. 

Mayawati's appeal came a
day after a Delhi court sent Bhim
Army chief Chandrashekhar
Azad and 95 others, arrested on
charges of rioting and unlawful
assembly following violent
protest in Tughlakabad area, to
14-day judicial custody. 

They were detained on
Wednesday night after the
protest against the demolition
of a Ravidas temple.

The BSP president, who
had distanced herself  from the
violent Dalit protest in

Tughlakabad area, Friday
appealed to both the Centre
and the Delhi Government to
find a way to reconstruct the
temple and asked followers of
Saint Ravidas not to take law in
their hands. "Making the
demand yet again from the
Central and Delhi govern-
ments to find a middle path to
expedite the reconstruction of
the temple with government
expenditure so that proper jus-
tice can be done . It should be
remembered that the BSP gov-
ernment in UP had done many
historical works in honour of
Sanit Ravidas," she tweeted. On
August 14, Mayawati had asked
the two Governments to find a
middle path to get the temple
constructed with their own
resources.

In another tweet, Mayawati

also appealed to the followers
of Saint Ravidas not to take law
in their hands. "It is an appeal
to the followers of the great saint
Ravidasji that they should not
get angry and take law in their
hands for reconstruction of the
ancient temple which was
demolished in Tughlakabad,
Delhi. The followers of Saint
Ravidasji should follow the legal
way and path shown by Tathagat
Gautam Budh to serve their
interests," she said. 

On Thursday, she had said,
"The incidents of vandalism
that have taken place in Delhi,
especially in Tughlakabad, are
unfair and the BSP has nothing
to do with it. The BSP always
respects the Constitution and
the law. The struggles of the
party are carried out well with-
in the ambit of law." PTI 

� :�� ����������	������7�	���'	��
��� ���	�-7' .��������	���	�������
'��	��*�����+��������(������1��	�
	������	�����4��������������*+�
�����������!������=��������4������
�	���������������������������������
���7' �+	�	�����;�������3

�	"����1��	�����	3�������
������������	��������7��	���3
8�%	��1��	��*�	���	����	��������	�
����	����	��!�
���������	����
�����������������������������
���	���������������7' I��*����
����	��+	�	����+	�������	��
*+I��7�����	�������	��1��	�
7��	���7' I��������	�������	�
+	�	����-�+.�-
2.�+�1�7����
	����+�-7,'*.2�1�;	������
����	����	��!� ���

��������	����'�
�����	�

�G�������#�#������������

Vadodara: A lioness gave birth
to four cubs, three females and
one male, in a wildlife sanctuary
in Gujarat, but two of them died
later, a forest official said on
Friday.

The lioness, Sarita - kept at
the Barda Wildlife Sanctuary in
Porbandar district under a lion
gene pool project - gave birth to
the cubs in the wee hours of
August 21, D T Vasavada, chief
conservator of forest
(Saurashtra), told  PTI over the
phone. However, the male cub
and one of the female cubs died
due to weakness on Thursday, he
said. "Sarita was found to be
weak and was not in a position
to feed her newborn cubs for 12
hours," Vasavada said.

Veterinary doctors and offi-
cials from the Sakkarbaug Zoo
at Junagadh checked their health

and gave them powdered milk,
he said. However, two of them
could not survive, the official
said, adding their carcasses have
been sentto the zoo's hospital for
postmorterm.

The other two cubs are in
good health, he said.

The chief conservator of
forest said this was second
time in less than five months
that Sarita has given birth to
cubs in the sanctuary. The
lioness had given birth to two
cubs on April1, but both of
them later died, Vasavada said.
The sanctuary currently has
two lions — Avon and Nagraj
— and as many lionesses —
Sarita and Parvati, he said.
Sometime ago, Parvati had also
given birth to a cub which was
later shifted to the Sakkarbaug
Zoo, Vasavada said. PTI
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Kolkata: At least three persons
were killed and over 25 injured
in a stampede near a temple in
West Bengal's North 24
Parganas district on Friday,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said.

The mishap occured at
around 2.15 am near Loknath
Dham (temple) at Kachua,
around 50 km from the city.

A senior police officer told
PTI that three persons have
succumbed to injuries and
another three are in a very crit-
ical condition and 10 critical-
ly injured have been brought to
Kolkata for treatment.

The three dead have been
identified as Aparna Sarkar,
Tarun Mondal and Poornima
Gorai, another senior officer of
West Bengal Police said.

Lakhs of devotees gather at
the temple every year on this
day to celebrate the birth
anniversary of Baba Lokenath
Brahmachari, an 18th century
Bengali saint who has follow-
ers in West Bengal and
Bangladesh.

Banerjee, who rushed to
National Medical College and
Hospital in the city where
some of the injured were
admitted, told reporters that
there was a large crowd at

Kachua Loknath temple this
year and the devotees tried to
take shelter in the makeshift
bamboo stalls lining the narrow
approach to it when it rained
heavily in the early hours.
These bamboo structures col-
lapsed after the heavy rain.

"In the rush to escape from
the place, a few people fell into
the pond near the stalls. This
created confusion leading to a
stampede-like situation there,"
she said.

Senior ministers have been
sent to Barasat Hospital, R G
Kar Medical College and a
hospital at Basirhat, where the

injured are being treated, she
said.

"The mishap at Kachua is
unfortunate and tragic.
Occurred after heavy rain. I vis-
ited CNMC and SSKM hospi-
tals to meet families of the
deceased and injured. Every
death is a tragedy. But what we
can do is stand by the families
in their moment of grief,"
Banerjee tweeted.

She expressed her displea-
sure over the existence of the
makeshift bamboo and poly-
thene stalls in the the narrow
lane leading to the temple.

"They (shopowners) set up

stalls using bamboos and poly-
thenes. You will not be able to
drive them away because if you
do, it will lead to problems," she
said.

The senior police officer
said that some pilgrims visiting
the temple in Basirhat police
district had slipped due to the
slush caused by the heavy rains.

The police rescued them
and took them to a health camp
at Kachua and then to a pri-
mary health centre, he said.

"The situation was imme-
diately brought under con-
trol," he said.

Banerjee announced com-
pensation of Rs five lakh to the
next of kin of those killed in the
mishap, �1 lakh to the critical-
ly injured and �50,000 for
those with minor injuries.

State Food and Supplies
Minister Jyotipriya Mallick
held a meeting with the temple
authorities later in the day and
a decision was taken to erect
two entry and exit points to the
shrine.

On the stalls, he said these
were built by locals.

BJP state president Dilip
Ghosh criticised the state gov-
ernment for not setting up
proper infrastructure to deal
with the rush of pilgrims and

demanded immediate probe
into the mishap.

"There is no point in (the
CM's) running from one hos-
pital to another now ... Why
should the CM be going to hos-
pitals? ... The state government
should have put proper
arrangements in place keeping
in mind the huge turnout on
this occasion. There must be an
investigation into the mishap,"
Ghosh said.

The state government had
provided adequate security
cover for the Haj pilgrims but
when it came to providing
security and services for Hindu
pilgrims it turns indifferent. "I
think there was some laxity in
the arrangements which led to
the loss of lives," he told news-
men.

Alleging  that the accident
occured due to indifference and
casual approach of the state
government, he said had the
state government provided
enough security cover the acci-
dent could have been averted.

"We have no problems in
Haj pilgrims getting security
cover. But it is absurd that only
Haj pilgrims get it and other
amenities and the Hindu pil-
grims are deprived of it," he
said. PTI
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Mirzapur (UP): A video of
children being served salt and
rotis in their mid-day meal at
a Government-run primary
school here has gone viral on
social media, prompting the
Congress to attack the Uttar
Pradesh Government.

The video is of Siyur
Primar y School under
Jamalpur block and it shows a
woman distributing rotis and
another woman giving salt to
children as the mid-day meal.
Authorities suspended two
teachers, apparently in an
immediate damage control
exercise.

It was shared widely on
social media on Thursday.

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra hit out at the
State Government on the
issue, terming the incident
"condemnable" and said the
facilities provided by it were
becoming very poor.

Basic Shiksha Adhikari
(BSA) Pravin Kumar Tiwari
said on Friday, "Report about
the incident was taken from
the Block Shiksha Adhikari,
Jamalpur, and two teachers
found to be prima facie
responsible were suspended."

Tiwari said instructions
were to provide the mid-day
meal as per the prescribed
menu and efforts are on to
ascertain whether seniors
were informed that salt and
rotis were being served.

Those who have been sus-
pended are teacher incharge
Murari and Arvind Kumar
Tripathi, he said, adding that
the incident could be an out-
come of a local rivalry.

Priyanka Gandhi, the
Congress general secretary,
tagged the video on Twitter
which showed the children,
sitting having roti and salt.

"Students are being served
salt and rotis in mid-day
meals in a school in Mirzapur.
This is the state of affairs of

BJP Government in Uttar
Pradesh. The facilities pro-
vided by the Government are
becoming poor and such
treatment towards children is
highly condemnable," she
said. 

As per norms under the
Flagship Nutrition Scheme,
pulses, rice, rotis, vegetables
with fruits and milk on certain
days are to be served to school-
going children to ensure nec-
essary nutrition to them.

The mid-day meal scheme
is designed to provide a min-
imum of 450 calories per
child per day, which should
include at least 12 grams of
protein as well. These meals
should be served to each child
at least 200 days a year. PTI

Lucknow: Suheldev Bhartiya
Samaj Party chief Om Prakash
Rajbhar on Friday met
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav here, ahead of
the impending bypolls to 12
Assembly seats in Uttar Pradesh.

Donning the trademark
yellow scarf associated with his
party, Rajbhar, a former UP cab-
inet minister, drove to the SP
office and had a meeting with
the Yadav for over half-an-hour,
but neither of the sides divulged
the nature of the talks.

The Assembly by-elections
are due in 12 seats in Uttar
Pradesh as sitting MLAs got
elected to the Lok Sabha in the
2019 parliamentary polls.

The 2022 Assembly elec-
tions in the state might have
cropped up during the discus-
sion between the two leaders,
an SP leader said.

Rajbhars account for
around four per cent of the total
electorate in the state. The

community has a sizable
strength in Azamgarh, Mau,
Ghosi, Ballia, Salempur,
Jaunpur, Lalganj Ghazipur,
Deoria and some other seats in
the state.

Rajbhars constitute 20 per
cent of the Purvanchal popula-
tion and are regarded as the sec-
ond-most politically dominant
community after Yadavs in the

eastern UP.
A leader from the Rajbhar

caste — Anil Rajbhar — was
elevated as a cabinet minister
from minister of stat (indepen-
dent charge) during the
Wednesday's reshuffle of the UP
council of ministers.

He was allocated the
Backward Class Welfare and
Divyangjan Empowerment

ministry -- a portfolio held by
Om Prakash Rajbhar earlier.

The SBSP had won four
seats in the 2017 UP assembly
elections, though the party
could not open its account in
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

Om Prakash Rajbhar was
dumped from the UP ministry
by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath just a day after the
Lok Sabha polls ended for mak-
ing embarrassing statements
against the BJP. PTI
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Mumbai: The Maharashtra
Government said on Friday that
it has appointed experts to pre-
sent its case before a local coun-
cil which has sought to close
down a memorial of Dr BR
Ambedkar in north London.

The Chief Minister's Office
(CMO) said the Government
was taking all the steps to
address the council's objections.

The Government has
appointed a solicitor and two
planning experts to present its
case before the council, it said.

The matter will be heard by
the council authorities in
September, the CMO said in a
statement.

Ambedkar House, a memo-
rial of the Dalit icon, is part of
a four-storey residential build-
ing at 10 King Henry's Road.

Dr Ambedkar had lived
there in 1921-22 during his stu-
dent days at the London School
of Economics.

The local council recently
rejected an application by the
Indian authorities to convert the
property into an official muse-
um or memorial.

The property does not have
the permission to be used as a
museum and must be returned
to residential use, the council
officer's report with reference to
the application said.

"Singhania & Co Solicitors
have been appointed to present

Maharashtra government's
case....Mr Steven Gasztowicz
QC and planning expert Mr
Charles Rose have been named
in the committee formed to pre-
sent the government's case," the
CMO statement said.

"...Efforts will be made at all
levels to complete the memori-
al work addressing the issues
raised by the council," it added.

Leader of Opposition in
the Maharashtra Assembly Vijay
Wadettiwar termed the London
council's decision as "unfortu-
nate". "This structure which was
made holy by Ambedkar's stay
is a matter of faith for all. The
government should speak to the
UK government to ensure that
the (building's) memorial tag
remains intact," the Congress
leader said. PTI
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Expressing his confidence that
the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance

would recapture power in
Maharashtra in the October
2019 Assembly with a huge
majority, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis said on
Friday that if voted back to
power, his Government would
make the State drought-free in
the next five years.

Talking to media persons at
Dhule in north Maharashtra,
Fadnavis said: “During my
Mahajansandesh Yatra, the peo-
ple are expressed confidence and
love in their our government. I
am confident that the ruling
BJP-Shiv Sena alliance will get a
huge majority in the forthcom-
ing Assembly polls under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. We will make
Maharashtra drought-free in
the next five years”.

Fadnavis, who launched the
second phase of
“Mahajansandesh Yatra” from

Dhule on Thursday, said:
“During the first phase of the
yatra, we reached out people in
10 districts. During the yatra, we
are experiencing overwhelming
response from the people. We
had to suspend the first phase of
yatra owing the flood situation
in western Maharshtra”.

“The people believe that
our government has worked
for their welfare and hence they
want us to come back to power.
The popular mood is that only
BJP led alliance should be in
power at the Centre and in the
state. Hence, under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Mahayuti will get a huge
public mandate in the state
again. We will do more work
than we have done in the last five
years and will make
Maharashtra drought free,” the
chief minister said.

Maintaining that Sulwade
Jamfal irrigation scheme was
very important for solving
drinking water crisis and taking
care of irrigation needs in Dhule

and Sindhkhed talukas ,
Fadnavis said that the Centre
had allocated a fund of Rs 2400
crore for this scheme. “By com-
pleting various irrigation pro-
jects alongwith this project, we
will make North Maharashtra
drought free and prosperous in

the upcoming days,” he said.
According to the chief min-

ister,  504 village water works
under Jalyukt Shivar had been
completed. “This year rains
have replenished the water
reserves sufficiently. In Dhule
district, 84,000 farmers have

received a loan waiver collec-
tively amounting to �471 crore.
Nearly 2.12 lakh farmers have
benefitted from Pradhanmantri
Kisan Samman Yojna. One lakh
women in the district have got
cooking gas connection under
Ujjwala Scheme”.
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Aday after entering a sub-
middleclass household in

the beach town of Digha where
she personally prepared tea for
the inmates as a part of her out-
reach exercise, Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee has
scribbled a poem on what she
calls a “depressing state” of
Indian democracy.

In the poem titled “Thikana”
or “Address” where the poet
apparently labours hard to find
out the lost address of democracy
that India used to be, Banerjee
writes how the address of
democracy has become unrecog-
nisable. Incidentally, the poem
came a day after the arrest of for-
mer Union Home Minister P
Chidambaram.

Though the poet herself has
not translated the lines into
English, the basic import of the
verse is somber as she sadly
writes how “cawing crows have
gone dumb and how the spar-
rows have stopped pecking at the

grains of rice.”
The Chief Minister goes on

to rue how in a forlorn democ-
racy “justice has been nimbly
curdled like sour milk” won-
dering why the “storm that has
risen is not stopping.” Rights, the
poem says has been “crammed
into a sack” and those who
protest are in jail.

Despondency creeps in the
poet’s mind even as she helplessly
tries to find out her address (read
the address of democracy).
“…Can’t find my address”
though “everything around is so
familiar” they seem much
“unknown.”

And she ends with an appeal
saying, “heart, find my address.”

Incidentally, the Chief
Minister had on Thursday react-
ed to the arrest of former Finance
Minister P Chidambaram saying
“I am depressed, I am sad” at
how things have been done.
Without delving much into the
legality of the senior Congress
leader’s arrest she said “the
process of his arrest is sad. It is

bad. It makes me depressed.”
Hours after giving her reac-

tion the Chief Minister whose
own party colleagues including
senior Trinamool leaders are
facing graft charges and CBI
probe wrote the poem.

Meanwhile, in an apparent
bid to counter Trinamool
Congress’ reach-out measures
like “Didi ke Bolo” through
which the people are asked to
dial a specific number to let the
Chief Minister know about their
woes for immediate reddressal
the State BJP has devised a
series of programmes called
“Cha Chakra.”

State BJP president Dilip
Ghosh on Friday said “we are
going to launch Cha Chakra as
a part of our mass outreach pro-
gramme.” He said that earlier
only he used to involve people in
Cha Chakra through which the
people were engaged in brief tea
sessions so that they could make
their problems known. “But
now the other leaders too will
take part in Cha Chakra.”
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Condemning the blacken-
ing and glarlanding shoes

to Veer Savarkar’s bust,
installed at the Delhi
University’s north campus,
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Friday said that
the miscreants behind the
incident would be prosecuted.

Talking to media persons
at Dhule in north
Maharashtra during the

course of his Mahajansandesh
Yatra,  Fadnavis said:
“Swatantryaveer Savarkar was
the Guru and inspiration of
many revolutionaries. The
sacrif ices made by the
Savarkar family for the inde-
pendence of the country are
unparalleled. They should be
respected”.

“Those involved in the
incident at Delhi University’s
north campus should cer-
tainly be prosecuted. No one

should try to create the issue
of law and order in this case
and disturb the social har-
mony,” the chief minister
said.

It may be recalled that a
pillar with busts of V D
Savarkar, Bhagat Singh and
Subhas Chandra Bose atop
were installed by the ABVP-
led Delhi University Students’
Union (DUSU) at the
University’s north campus on
Tuesday.
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Chief Post Master General of
Maharashtra Circle HC

Agrawal on Friday released a
special postal cover to mark
the completion of 130 years of
Bandra railway station, in the
presence of Bollywood actor
Shah Rukh Khan.

Also present on the occa-
sion were Maharashtra
Minister for School Education
Asish Shelar,  Western
Railway’s General Manager A
K Gupta, senior Western

Railway, Postal department
officials and local corpora-
tors.  

Western Railway chief
spokesperson Ravinder Bhakar
said that Bandra Railway sta-
tion was notified as a grade I
heritage structure and “ it is
one of the finest suburban
railway stations of Mumbai”.

The century old railway
station, an excellent architec-
tural blend of Victorian Gothic
and the Vernacular style,
stands out as a prominent
landmark on its site. 
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The security agencies on
Friday beefed up security

both inside and outside the
Mumbai Airport, following a
security breach on Thursday
when a ‘mentally ill’ person
jumped over a wall and took a
stroll under a  a Spicejet aircraft.

As the Spicejet flight SG-
634 Boeing 737 aircraft waited
on the taxiway N1 to enter the
runway for a take-off to
Bengaluru, passengers and crew
of the aircraft and others noticed
an unauthorized person moving
around on the ground below.

The man in question had
on Thursday afternoon scaled
the perimeter walls of the
Mumbai Airport, jumped
down, strolled nonchalantly
around 50-metres to the taxi-

way, looked at the engine,
touched the huge wheels and
went around the undercarriage
of the aircraft.

He waved at an airport
jeep that reached the place to
keep an eye on him. However,
the security personnel did not
step out of the vehicle to avoid
getting too close to the aircraft
engine.

Not satisfied, the man in
question walked to the tail-end
of the aircraft. He was later
arrested by the security per-
sonnel present, minutes after he
came on the scene. The incident
was captured on CCTV cameras
installed in the vicinity, while
some passengers also shot the
event through mobile phones.

Upon questioning, the
apprehended intruder told the
security personnel that he had

entered the restricted zone “only
to see the airplane” at close
quarters. He was later identified
as a ‘mentally ill person aged 24
years from Sion in north-central
Mumbai. He had been caught
claimbing atop a stationery
BEST bus at Sion.

His family members told
the police that he indulged in
such questionable acts when he
doesn’t take his medicines on
time. He is suspected to have
entered the airport by climbing
on the mobile toilets lining the
airport wall.

The security breach involv-
ing the “mentally-ill” person
came two weeks after the
Centre’s stringent directives on
security matters in the wake of
the scrapping of Article 370 of
the Constitution which will
remain in force till August 31.
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The rollback of enhanced
surcharge on foreign port-

folio investors is a shot in the
arm for the sagging equity
market and a sentiment boost-
er for the Indian economy, ana-
lysts said following announce-
ment of a slew of measures by
the government.

The decision to levy
enhanced surcharge,
announced in the Budget, had
spooked the stock markets.

In a post-market confer-
ence, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
announced various measures
to prop up the slowing econ-
omy.

Giving in to the demands
of overseas investors, the gov-
ernment rolled back enhanced
surcharge on foreign portfolio
investors levied in the Budget.

“Withdrawal of enhanced
surcharge on FPI, is a big pos-
itive for Indian markets as it
could reverse the outflows
seen since post budget. It
should also help INR appreci-
ation. Overall a good senti-
ment booster for the Indian
economy,” Rusmik Oza, Head
of Fundamental Research,
Kotak securities said.

Surcharge on long and
short-term capital gains arising
from transfer of equity shares
has been withdrawn, the min-
ister said. 

“The measures are wide
ranging and include short term
as well as long term remedies.
Instant removal of FPI tax is a
very short term measure with

long term impact,” BSE MD
and CEO Ashishkumar
Chauhan said.  

The measures will lead to
a change in trend and the out-
flows from the equity market
would be reversed, VK
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services said.

“Withdrawal of the sur-
charge on FPIs is a shot in the
arm for the sagging market.
One can now expect reversal of
the FPI selling. The market is
likely to look up from now on,”
Vijayakumar said.

Mustafa Nadeem, CEO,
Epic Research said this is a very
positive move for the market.

“The rollback of higher
surcharge on FPI as well as
domestic investors is a wel-
come move since it was one of
the factors that put a lot of dent
on investors sentiment, specif-
ically FII and FPIs,” Nadeem
added.

The government’s move is
aimed at encouraging invest-
ment in the capital market, the
finance minister said.

“These are just the kind of
measures which were required
to boost the economy. In the
immediate term, we can expect
the markets to bounce back on
Monday with a gap up open-
ing, and continue the rally for
a few sessions to come,” Amit
Gupta, Co-Founder and CEO
TradingBells said.

However, Amit
Maheshwari, Partner Ashok
Maheshwary & Associates LLP
said that FPIs having business
income would still be impact-

ed.
“Surcharge will no more be

charged on short-term capital
gain (Section 111A) and long-
term capital gain (Section
112A) from the sale of listed
equity shares and equity ori-
ented mutual funds. However,
surcharge chargeability will
continue to impact the taxa-
bility on the income from
derivatives and from unlisted
shares,” he said.

“Also it has to be noted that
this surcharge goes only for
capital gains generated on list-
ed shares and not on unlisted
shares,” he added.

The government also
unveiled various measures to
address the slowdown in the
auto sector.

The measures to support
auto sector include lifting ban
on purchase of vehicles by
government departments, and
allowing additional 15 per cent
depreciation on vehicles
acquired from now till March
2020.

The revision of one-time
registration fees has been
deferred till June 2020.

Garima Kapoor,
Economist, Elara Capital said
the main takeaway of today’s
announcements by the Finance
Minister is that they are aimed
at restoring confidence and
tackle the challenges of weak
demand.

“Withdrawal of surcharge
on FPIs and domestic investors
would help in alleviating the
tax burden on investors in
capital markets. Likewise,
quicker transmission of rate

cuts, faster recapitalisation of
banks and external bench-
marking of rates are likely to
aid credit off take,” Kapoor
added.

She further said that most
importantly, recognition of
issues in the economy and the
measures to address them is
itself a positive signal and will
help ease concerns on growth
slowdown.

“Finally the government
has taken measures to boost
the economy and also address
concerns raised by the tax
payers and investors.
Specifically to address the
weakness in auto sector, there
are number of steps taken to
provide financing at lower
interest rates and tax benefits.
This should help the sagging
auto sector,” Gaurav Dua,
Senior VP, Head – Capital
Market Strategy, Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas noted.

Though this will aid the
sentiments, it is too early to
take a call on the impact of the
measures announced on con-
sumer demand, corporate
earnings and equity markets,
he added.

“In an attempt to provide
a stimulus to the economy and
in turn to the automobile sec-
tor. Revision of one-time reg-
istration fees deferred till June
2020 — This according to us is
a very important boost to the
sector as this would have had
a significant impact on
demand in the short term,”
Ashwin Patil, Senior Research
Analyst (Auto Sector), LKP
Securities said. 
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In a major relief to the MSME
sector facing liquidity short-

age, the government on Friday
announced that all their pend-
ing GST refunds will be paid
within 30 days.

Also, in future, all GST
refunds of micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs)
will be paid within 60 days
from the date of application,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said while
announcing a slew of measures
to boost growth.

Reacting to the announce-
ment, MSME Minister Nitin
Gadkari said clearing GST
dues within 30 days will be
highly beneficial for the MSME
sector and will also be instru-
mental in increasing job oppor-
tunities. The amount of pend-
ing GST refunds owed to
MSMEs is ‘significant’, he told
reporters here.

A top government official
said the average amount of GST
refund related dues at any
given point in time is around
Rs 7,000 crore. However, he did
not share the exact amount of
pending GST refunds for
MSMEs.

“I would like to thank
Nirmala Sitharaman. The mea-

sures taken by her will be quite
beneficial for the MSME sec-
tor,” Gadkari said.

In a tweet, he welcomed
the decisions taken by the
Finance Minister and said “this
will boost the MSME sector
and will be instrumental in
increasing job opportunities”.

The government would
also consider amending the
MSME Act to move towards a
single definition.

Gadkari said this was
under “serious consideration”
and a decision will be taken in
the next 10-15 days.

Speaking earlier at a press
conference to announce mea-
sures to boost growth,
Sitharaman said the decision on
recommendations of the U K
Sinha Committee regarding ease
of credit, marketing, technology
and delayed payments to MSMEs
will be taken within 30 days.

She further said that to take
advantage of liquidity with the
public sector banks (PSBs) and
last mile customer connect of
NBFCs, the state-run lenders
will fast track collaboration
for loans to MSMEs.

The MSME sector, which
accounts for about 29 per cent
of the gross domestic product
(GDP), is one of the largest job
creators in the country. 
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The Government on Friday
said it will set up an inter-

ministerial task force to short-
list infrastructure projects for
its ambitious target of spending
Rs 100 lakh crore in the sector.

Announcing a raft of mea-
sures to boost the economy,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said the issue of
delayed payments from central
public sector enterprises
(CPSEs) to project developers
will be monitored by the
Department of Expenditure
and the entire process will be

reviewed by the Cabinet
Secretariat.

Regarding contractual dis-
putes by government/CPSEs,
the government has decided to
pay 75 per cent of the due
upfront, provided arbitration is
in favour of the claimant.

On the government’s plans
to invest �100 lakh crore for
developing modern infra-
structure over five years,
Sitharaman said “an inter-min-
isterial task force is being
formed by Department of
Economic Affairs to finalise the
pipeline of infrastructure pro-
jects.”
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India Inc on Friday cheered
the slew of measures

announced by the Government
encompassing a broad range of
sectors and said the impactful
interventions will shore up
confidence and revive the ani-
mal spirits in the economy that
had started showing signs of a
‘deep slowdown’.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said all
pending GST refunds to micro,
small and medium enterprisies
(MSMEs) till date shall be paid
within 30 days, while future
refund matters will be sorted
out within 60 days.

She also said that all old tax
notices will be decided by
October 1 or will be uploaded
again through the centralised
system.

The finance minister also
announced withdrawal of
enhanced surcharge levied on
FPIs, restoring the pre-Budget
position.

“The most important
announcement was the
removal of the surcharge on
FPI & DI profits. Because this
was strong evidence of a lis-
tening capacity&the humility to
course-correct. More than any-
thing else, that should regen-

erate spirits,” Mahindra Group
Chairman Anand Mahindra
tweeted.

He added that holding a
press conference and announc-
ing a slew of measures instead
of a ‘trickle of tweaks’ was
smart communication.

It garnered global attention
and signalled government’s
recognition of the gravity of the
situation and an intent to
reignite sentiment and growth,
he said.

CII Director General
Chandrajit Banerjee said the
“excellent package” would help
the economy to leapfrog to the
next level.

The Government also
allowed an additional 15 per
cent depreciation on vehicles
acquired from now till March
2020 and said it will come out
with a scrappage policy for old
vehicles. 

It also said CSR rule viola-
tions will only be treated as civil
matter and not as criminal
matter.

“While the increased
depreciation from 15 per cent
to 30 per cent and deferment of
increased registration fees till
June 2020 will have a positive
impact, moderation of GST
base rate from 28 per cent to 18
per cent for all categories as
being requested by the auto

industry for sometime now
would have been the real
demand stimulant!,” Jaguar
Land Rover India Limited
President and MD Rohit Suri
said.

Assocham President B K
Goenka said it is clear that the
government is concerned with
current economic situation and
added that the industry will
respond very enthusiastically to
these praiseworthy moves.

Ficci President Sandip
Somany said the measures will
give a major boost to the econ-
omy that had started showing
signs of a deep slowdown. As
these measures take effect, we
are sure that these will lift the
confidence of businesses and
investors alike, he added.

“We thank FM Smt.
@nsitharaman Ji for announc-
ing key measures which will
give a boost to demand, indus-
trial activity&overall growth
of the Indian economy.
Eagerly wait ing for the
Housing industry announce-
ments,” CREDAI Chairman
Jaxay Shah tweeted.

PNB Housing Finance
Managing Director Sanjaya
Gupta said the measures will
support growth and ease liq-
uidity crunch in the housing
finance sector.

Economists and experts

too said the announcements
made by the government will
have a positive impact on the
economy.

MS Mani, Partner at
Deloitte India said expediting
GST refunds would signifi-
cantly benefit businesses hav-
ing refunds in improving their
working capital in the short
term.

“Removal of angel tax will
go a long way in building
trust and confidence in the
startups and the investors, and
shows government’s resolve
towards ease of doing business
in India and encourage entre-
preneurship,” Vikas Vasal,
Partner & National Leader —
Tax, Grant Thornton India
LLP said.

“The slacking economy
and the slump in various sec-
tors including automobiles,
housing and MSMEs was a
grave concern not just for
industry stakeholders but also
for the government.

“In a major boost to the
slowing economy that comes
literally in the nick of time, the
FM today has hit a sixer with
a slew of announcements for
the banking and financial sec-
tor including NBFCs, HFCs
and even MSMEs,” ANAROCK
Property Consultants
Chairman Anuj Puri said.
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US officials have confirmed
that Israel was responsible

for the bombing of an Iranian
weapons depot in Iraq last
month, an attack that would
mark a significant escalation in
Israel’s years-long campaign
against Iranian military
entrenchment across the
region.

The confirmation comes as
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu is strong-
ly hinting that his country is
behind recent airstrikes that
have hit bases and munitions
depot belonging to Iran-backed
paramilitary forces operating in
Iraq.

The mystery attacks have
not been claimed by any side
and have left Iraqi officials
scrambling for a response,
amid strong speculation that
Israel may have been behind
them. 

Earlier this week, the
deputy head of the Iraqi Shiite
militias, known collectively as
the Popular Mobilisation
Forces, openly accused Israeli

drones of carrying out the
attacks, but ultimately blamed
Washington and threatened
strong retaliation for any future
attack.

Such attacks are potential-
ly destabilizing for Iraq and its
fragile Government, which has
struggled to remain neutral
amid growing tensions between
the United States and Iran.

There have been at least
three explosions at Iraqi Shiite
militia bases in the past month.
American officials now con-
firm Israel was responsible for
at least one of them.

Two American officials

said Israel carried out an attack
on an Iranian weapons depot in
July that killed two Iranian mil-
itary commanders. The U.S.
Officials spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorized to discuss the
matter with the media.

The July 19 attack struck a
militia base in Amirli, in Iraq’s
northern Salaheddin province,
causing a huge explosion and
fire. 

A senior official with the
Shiite militias at the time told
The Associated Press that the
base hit housed advisers from
Iran and Lebanon — a refer-

ence to the Iranian-backed
Lebanese Hezbollah group. He
said the attack targeted the
headquarters of the advisers
and a weapons depot.

On August 12, a massive
explosion at the al-Saqr mili-
tary base near Baghdad shook
the capital, killing one civilian
and wounding 28 others. The
base housed a weapons depot
for the Iraqi federal police and
the PMF. 

The most recent of the
explosions came Tuesday night,
at a munitions depot north of
Baghdad.

There have been weeks of
speculation in Israel that the
army is attacking targets in
Iraq.

In an interview with a
Russian-language TV station
on Thursday, Netanyahu indi-
cated the speculation is true.

“I don’t give Iran immuni-
ty anywhere,” he said, accusing
the Iranians of trying to estab-
lish bases “against us every-
where,” including Syria,
Lebanon, Yemen and Iraq.

Asked whether that means
Israel is operating in Iraq,

Netanyahu said: “We act in
many arenas against a country
that desires to annihilate us. Of
course I gave the security forces
a free hand and the instruction
to do what is needed to thwart
these plans of Iran.” 

Early Friday, the New York
Times, citing Israeli and U.S.
Officials, reported that Israel
bombed an Iranian weapons
depot in Iraq last month.
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Sri Lanka has ended the four-
month-long state of emer-

gency imposed in the country
following the Easter Sunday
attacks that claimed 258 lives.

Officials sources said a
government gazette which
should have been issued on
Thursday to extend the state of
emergency by a further month
was not issued.

“The president did not
issue the gazette to extend
emergency,” they said.

President Maithripala
Sirisena has been extending the
emergency through a gazette
notification every month since
the bombings on April 21.

Sri Lanka initially imposed
the emergency on April 23 to
crack down on the nine suicide
bombers who attacked three
churches and as many luxury
hotels, killing 258 people and
injuring 500 others.

The ISIS terror group
claimed the attacks, but the
government blamed the local
Islamist extremist group

National Thawheed Jammath
(NTJ) for the Ester Sunday
bombings. 

The state of emergency
gives sweeping powers to the
security forces to arrest and
detain people in the aftermath
of the attack.

Over 1,000 people were
arrested for their links to the
NTJ, including five people who
were extradited from Saudi
Arabia. 

The tourism industry has
been lobbying extensively to lift
the state of emergency as it saw
a surge in tourist cancella-
tions.

The government initiated
several high level probes to
investigate the security lapses
which led to the attacks despite
prior intelligence warnings.
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The fires raging in the
Amazon rainforest amount

to an “acute emergency” and
Chancellor Angela Merkel
believes it should be discussed by
world leaders when they meet for
this weekend’s G7 summit, her
spokesman said on Friday.

“The extent of the fires in
the Amazon area is shocking
and threatening and not only
for Brazil and the other affect-
ed countries, but also for the
whole world,” Steffen Seibert
told journalists in Berlin.

“When the G7 comes
together this weekend, then
the chancellor is convinced

that this acute emergency of the
Amazon rainforest belongs on
the agenda,” added Seibert,
saying that Merkel backs French
President Emmanuel Macron’s
call on the G7 to address the
issue at the summit in Biarritz.

Macron’s bid at rallying
world leaders on the issue had
been immediately blasted by
Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro, who accused the G7
summit host of having a “colo-
nialist mentality”.

Bolsonaro is facing grow-
ing criticism over his anti-
environment rhetoric, which
activists blame for embolden-
ing loggers, miners and farm-
ers in the Amazon.

�#�� +67*6&

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said on Friday he has

ordered the military to prepare
a “symmetric response” after
Washington tested a formerly
banned missile.

Putin said he had ordered
an analysis of “the level of
threat for our country created
by the actions of the US and to
take comprehensive measures
to prepare a symmetric
response”.

The US Department of
Defense said Monday it had
tested a type of ground-
launched missile that was
banned under the 1987 INF
agreement, which limited the
use of nuclear and conventional

medium-range weapons.
Moscow and Washington

ripped up the pact early this
month after several months of
accusing one another of
breaching its conditions.

Russia and China have
both warned that Sunday’s
launch of the nuclear-capable
Tomahawk cruise missile with
a MK-41 launcher had height-
ened military tensions and
risked sparking a new arms
race.

Tokyo: Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe said South
Korea’s decision to cancel a deal
to share military intelligence,
mainly on North Korea, is
damaging mutual trust and
vowed Friday to work closely
with the US for regional peace.

Abe also accused South
Korea of not keeping past
promises. The intelligence
agreement started in 2016.

“We will continue to close-
ly coordinate with the US to
ensure regional peace and
prosperity, as well as Japan’s
security,” he said ahead of his
departure for the Group of
Seven summit.

South Korea announced
Thursday it would terminate
the intelligence deal because
Tokyo’s decision to downgrade
South Korea’s preferential trade
status had caused a “grave”
change in the security cooper-
ation between the countries.AP
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Malta says it will disembark
356 migrants aboard a

humanitarian ship in the cen-
tral Mediterranean Sea after six
European countries agreed to
accept all of them.

In a series of tweets Friday,
Maltese Prime Minister Joseph
Muscat said the migrants will
be transferred from the Ocean
Viking to vessels of the coun-
try’s armed forces before taking
them on shore.
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China and Pakistan were tar-
geted for their persecution

of religious minorities, with
western powers such the US and
UK calling out both nations at
a UN Security Council meeting
for the oppression faced by
Christians, Ahmadis, Uighurs
and other ethnic minorities.

The Arria-Formula
Meeting of the Security
Council on ‘Advancing the
Safety and Security of Persons
Belonging to Religious

Minorities in Armed Conflict’
was organised by Poland, the
Council President for August,
to mark the first International
Day Commemorating the
Victims of Acts of Violence
Based on Religion or Belief.

Addressing the meeting,
US Ambassador at Large for
International Religious
Freedom Samuel Brownback
on Thursday said religious
freedom is essential for 
achieving peace and stability
within nations and among
nations. 
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Ablast from a homemade
bomb killed one Israeli

and seriously wounded two of
her family members in an
attack near a Jewish settlement
in the occupied West Bank on
Friday, officials said. Israeli
security forces were deployed
throughout the area of the
attack near the settlement of
Dolev, northwest of Ramallah,
in a search for suspects.
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Forces loyal to Yemen’s inter-
nationally recognised

Government have taken full
control of a key southern city
after overnight clashes with
separatists there, Yemeni secu-
rity officials said on Friday.

Clashes over Ataq, the cap-
ital of oil-rich Shabwa province
erupted late Thursday night
and lasted until Friday morn-
ing, said the security officials,
speaking on condition of
anonymity because there were
not authorised to talk to the
media.

The city of Ataq was pre-
viously divided between the
government forces of Saudi-
backed President Abed Rabbo
Mansour Hadi and a sepa-
ratist militia, trained and 
armed by the United Arab
Emirates.
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Early Premier League leaders
Liverpool and Arsenal face-

off, while Frank Lampard is
under pressure to deliver his
first win as Chelsea boss at
Norwich today.

One of the only two
remaining 100 percent
records in the Premier
League will go at Anfield
where the European
champions will hope to
continue a fine recent
record against the north
Londoners.

Jurgen Klopp has never
lost in seven previous Premier
League meetings against
Arsenal and his side have beat-
en the Gunners 4-0 and 5-1 at
home in the past two seasons.

However, Unai Emery’s
outfit are hoping a busy summer
in the transfer window, while
Liverpool did not strengthen,
will have significantly narrowed
the 27-point gap between the
sides last season.

Emery could hand a first
start to £72 million ($87 mil-
lion) club record signing Nicolas
Pepe, while on-loan Real
Madrid midfielder Dani
Ceballos earned rave
reviews by creating both
goals on his full debut
against Burnley last
weekend.

However, it is
at the back
Arsenal need a
drastic improve-
ment and there is
an early opportu-
nity for veteran
centre-back David
Luiz to make his
mark by halting the
free-scoring trio of
Sadio Mane,
Roberto Firmino
and Mohamed
Salah, who com-
bined for all five
Liverpool goals
when the sides last
met.

Arsenal have
some outstanding fin-
ishers of their own.
P i e r r e - E m e r i c k
Aubameyang, who
shared the Premier
League Golden Boot
with Mane and Salah
last season, has scored
his side’s winner in the
first two games of the
campaign.

And on the evidence
of Liverpool’s first four
games of the season across
all competitions, a defence

that registered 20 Premier
League clean sheets last season
looks far less solid.

Alisson Becker remains
sidelined with a calf
injury, meaning Adrian
— whose calamitous
attempted clearance gift-
ed Southampton a goal
last weekend — will keep
his place in goal.

Whilst Liverpool and
Arsenal have taken

advantage of a couple of kind
fixtures to get their campaigns
off to a bright start, Manchester
City, Manchester United and
Tottenham all dropped points
on matchday two.

The roles are reversed this
weekend as United host Crystal
Palace, who have yet to score
this season at Old Trafford, City
travel to Bournemouth and
Spurs seek to dismiss Newcastle
with the ease newly-promoted
Norwich did last weekend.

PUKKI TO PILE PRESSURE
Lampard was not handed

an easy start to life as
Chelsea boss with a trip to

Old Trafford followed
by Liverpool in the
UEFA Super Cup and

the visit of an ambi-
tious Leicester side

to Stamford
Bridge last
weekend.

However,
Lampard, who

had just one
year’s managerial
experience at Derby
prior to taking over
his old club, needs a
win at Norwich to
ease the questioning
of his tactics.

The former
England interna-
tional has been

accused of being too
gung-ho in his
approach as both
United and Leicester
cut Chelsea open
relentlessly on the
counter-attack and if
he cannot tailor his
approach, Norwich
have a striker in form
ready to take advan-
tage. Teemu Pukki has
scored four times in
his first two Premier
League appearances,
including a hat-trick
against Newcastle last
weekend.
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Juventus begin their Serie A cam-
paign at Parma today looking to

push their record Scudetto run to
nine but with a different style of foot-
ball under new coach Maurizio
Sarri, who will miss the opening fix-
tures with pneumonia.

Behind, Napoli and Inter Milan
are waiting in the wings hopeful that
Sarri’s arrival can lead to turmoil in
Turin and a changing of the guard in
Italy.

Carlo Ancelotti’s Napoli have not
won the title since 1990 and open at
Fiorentina Saturday with Antonio
Conte’s Inter at home to promoted
Lecce on Monday.

Like Sarri, Conte last coached at
Chelsea, and along with three-times
Champions League winner Ancelotti,
Serie A have a world class coaching
setup this season.

Juventus start the season without
Sarri however who will miss the
Parma game and his former club
Napoli in Turin on August 31 with
pneumonia. The 60-year-old is still
overseeing training.

Juventus are targetting a 36th

Scudetto but their main objec-
tive remains the Champions
League which they have not
won since 1996.

After splashing out on
Cristiano Ronaldo last season
Juventus have again reinforced
with midfielders Aaron Ramsey and
Adrien Rabiot and Dutch defender

Matthijs De Ligt.

'RAISED THE BAR'
In Milan, Conte, who led

Juventus to the first three in
their series of eight titles, has
also been given money to spend

to give Inter a first Serie A title since
2010.

Chinese-owned Inter paid 65
million euros ($72 million) for
Manchester United’s Belgian for-
ward Romelu Lukaku.

Atletico Madrid defender Diego
Godin has also arrived along with
Italian midfielders Stefano Sensi and
Nicolo Barella.

Behind are Atalanta, a surprise
third last season, followed by AC
Milan, Lazio and Roma.

The side from Bergamo play at
SPAL with AC Milan at Udinese with
Roma hosting Genoa.

Lazio start at home against
Sampdoria, now coached by former
Romer boss Eusebio Di Francesco.

Promoted Brescia head for
Cagliari with new signing Mario
Balotelli sitting out a four-match ban,
with Verona at home against
Bologna.
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New loan
s i g n i n g s

Ivan Perisic and Philippe
Coutinho both hope to
make their Bundesliga
debuts as champions
Bayern Munich attempt to
reboot a rocky start to the season at Schalke
today.

Perisic and Coutinho, both of whom
arrived in Munich on loan this month, will
be in the squad for the first time as Bayern
look to pick up their first win of the new
season against David Wagner’s Schalke.

Coutinho, 27, has been the talk of
Germany since Bayern announced his
arrival on a one-year loan deal from
Barcelona last week.

Bayern sporting director Hasan
Salihamidzic said the Brazilian would pro-
vide “a touch of the spectacular”, and hopes
the former Liverpool player can sprinkle
some much-needed stardust on the
German top-flight.

Bayern announced record engagement
figures on their social media accounts fol-
lowing Coutinho’s arrival, but fans may
have to wait to see him in action.

Coach Niko Kovac confirmed on
Thursday Coutinho was not yet fit enough
to play the full 90 minutes, and would start
on the bench against Schalke.

The Croatian coach said his compa-
triot Perisic had better chances of making
a first start for Bayern.

Perisic, 30, joined Bayern on a one-
year loan from Inter Milan earlier this
month, but was forced to sit out the sea-
son opener against Hertha Berlin due to
a suspension carried over from Serie A.

That game confirmed a bumpy start
to the new season for Bayern, as they were
held to a 2-2 draw and immediately
slipped two points behind title rivals
Dortmund, who had beaten them in the
German Supercup two weeks previously.
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Zinedine Zidane has chal-
lenged Gareth

Bale to show why he
is still one of the
world’s best players
as he continues his
reintegration at Real
Madrid.

Bale was a sur-
prise inclusion in
the starting line-up
against Celta Vigo
last weekend, when
Madrid opened with
an impressive 3-1
win in La Liga and
Bale was arguably
man of the match.

Zidane said in
July it would be
“best for everyone”
if Bale left Madrid
this summer but the
Welshman has been
eager to stay and
appears to be regaining the confidence of his coach.

“What has changed is that the player is going to stay,
nothing more,” Zidane said in a press conference on
Friday, ahead of today’s game at home to Real Valladolid.

“The important thing is the player wants to stay. It’s
true that a lot was said about him, by me as well, but he
is going to stay.

“He is a great player, he has shown that before and
he has to show it again. He has to be the player we know
that he is.”

Bale’s start in Vigo came after Eden Hazard sustained
a thigh injury in training and it remains to be seen if he
can keep his place when the Belgian returns after the
international break.
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Drag-flicker Harmanpreet Singh is a
proud man after having led India to suc-

cess in his maiden stint as captain of the
national team in the just-concluded Olympic
Test event in Tokyo.

World No 5 India rested some senior
players and fielded a relatively young team
for the Olympic Test event but still managed
to lift the crown, defeating New Zealand 5-
0 in the final on Wednesday.

“It was a fantastic opportunity for
everyone involved in the team to showcase
what they can do. With some experienced
players rested for the tournament, we had
a fairly younger squad, but it was a great
chance for the youngsters to do well and I
am really pleased with the way everyone
stepped up.

“The team performed well against teams
like Japan, Malaysia and New Zealand, and
it was an immensely proud moment for me
to have led the Indian men’s hockey team for
the very first time,” said the 23-year-old
Harmanpreet, who captained India in the
absence of Manpreet Singh.

Harmanpreet scored two goals in the
tournament and both his strikes came
against New Zealand — the first in the 1-2
loss in round-robin match,  while the other
was in the final.

“Scoring is something that I have real-
ly worked on since the junior days. To be
able to help the team in scoring some impor-
tant goals at crucial junctures in a match is
something that motivates me even further,”
Harmanpreet said.

“I have worked on my drag-flicking with
the coaches, and finally it is showing on the
field as well and I am really pleased, but I
will continue to keep working.”
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PV Sindhu secured her fifth
World Championships medal
following a stunning come-

back while B Sai Praneeth became
the first Indian male shuttler in 36
years to grab a podium in the pres-
tigious event here on Friday.

On a day of double delight for
India, Olympic Silver medallist
Sindhu staged a come-from-behind
victory over Chinese Taipei’s Tai
Tzu Ying, before Praneeth ended an
agonising wait with a straight-
game win over Indonesia’s Jonatan
Christie.

Sindhu, who won back-to-back
Silver medals in the last two edi-
tions of the tournament to go with
her two Bronze, edged past world
number 2 and Asian Games Gold
medallist Tzu Ying 12-21, 23-21,
21-19 in a pulsating contest that
lasted 71 minutes, inching closer to
an elusive gold medal at the worlds.

World No 19 Praneeth, who got
the Arjuna Award this year,
notched up a 24-22, 21-14 win over
Asian Games Gold medallist
Jonatan in a 51-minute battle, join-
ing Prakash Padukone in the medal
list at the tournament.

Padukone was the first Indian
to win a men’s singles World
Championships medal — a Bronze
— in the 1983 edition.

In the women’s singles, Sindhu
showed tremendous grit after being
blown away in the opening game,
edging past her fancied rival, who
enjoys an upper hand (10-4) after
14 career meetings.

“I think in the first game, I had
given a huge lead and I couldn’t
cover. I was prepared for her decep-
tion but my shots were going to
mid court. But the second game
was anybody’s game and I kept
fighting and won the second. The

third game went same way, she was
leading but I had hope. At 18-18,
I had to be patient and keep the
shuttle inside, there were long ral-
lies ad I am happy to win this,”
Sindhu said after the win.

“We keep playing each other, so
we know each other’s game. I
needed to be positive. It was a real-
ly good match and taking out such
close matches gives a big boost to
the confidence and I hope I can
prepare well and come back
stronger tomorrow."

The 24-year-old Indian will
take on the winner of the match
between China’s Chen Yu Fei and
Denmark’s Mia Blichfeldt on
Saturday.

“I don’t know whom I will play.
Chen Yufei is doing well in recent
times and Mia has beaten Saina
yesterday. I will be playing them
after a long time. Anything can
happen, I just have to be there and
focus on tomorrow’s match,”
Sindhu said.

In the men’s singles quarterfi-
nals, Praneeth, who had won the
Singapore Open in 2017 and fin-
ished runners-up at Swiss Open
earlier this year, came into the tour-
nament with a 1-2 head-to-head
count against the Indonesian.

But the past record didn’t mat-
ter as the Indian came out attack-
ing to stave off a stiff challenge
from Jonatan in the opening game
and then blew him away in the sec-
ond to find his place in history.

“It feels awesome. It feels great
and I am happy to win today. I still
have matches, so I have to focus on
that and be fitter for tomorrow. We
can talk about what medal later on,”
laughed Praneeth after the match.

Talking about the match,
Praneeth said: “In the first game,

the rallies were going on really long
and I was attacking a lot and there
was a lot of pressure and it made
me tired. It was crucial because if
he would have won then it could
have been different.

“Later Gopi sir told me not to
attack and that changed the rhythm
and I think those inputs helped me

a lot.”
Praneeth will take on World No

1 Kento Momota of Japan in the
semifinals on Saturday.

“I think everybody is trying to
find a way to beat him. It is not easy
he being the world No 1. You have
to put him under pressure, so lets
see how it goes. I will give my best.”
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Indian badminton ace Saina
Nehwal on Friday slammed

the standard of umpiring in her
BWF World Championships
pre-quarterf inal  loss to
Denmark’s Mia Blichfeldt,
terming it “very sick”.

Her husband Parupalli
Kashyap, who often sits by the
courtside during her matches,
also lashed out at the umpire fol-
lowing the narrow defeat.

“Still can’t believe 2 match
points which the umpire over-
ruled in the second game. And
the umpire tells me in the mid
of second game ‘let the line
umpires do their job’ and I
don’t understand suddenly how
the umpire overruled the match
points..Very sick,” the London
Olympic Bronze medallist
tweeted.

Saina, who had won a Silver
at the 2015 World

Championships and a Bronze in
2017, put up a gritty perfor-
mance before losing 21-15, 25-
27, 12-21 to Blichfeldt, seeded
12th, in the women’s singles
match that lasted an hour and
12 minutes on Thursday.

There was no video referral
in place for Saina’s match as it
was not held in one of the two
courts with live streaming facil-
ity.

“2 match-points snatched
away by bad umpiring. And
numerous wrong decisions,”
Kashyap, a 2014
Commonwealth Games cham-
pion, wrote on his Twitter han-
dle.

“Unbelievable that there are
no reviews on other courts at
the WORLD CHAMPI-
ONSHIPS. When will our sport
get better ? SICK @bwfmedia
@HSBCBWF @NSaina #feel-
ingcheated #totalbwfworld-
championships2019.”
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There’s a big difference
between being “shocked”
and being “electrocuted.”
Electric shock is the physi-

ological reaction or injury caused by
electric current passing through the
body, whereas “electrocution” results
in death.

Parents and other adults must be
aware of possible electric dangers in
the home, including damaged elec-
tric appliances, wiring, cords and
plugs. These should be replaced or
repaired by people with proper
training.

Don’t use electric appliances in
the bathroom: Hair dryers, radios
and other electric appliances should
never be used in the bathroom or
anywhere else they might acciden-
tally come in contact with water.

Teaching young children: Young
children need to be kept away from
electric appliances and taught early
about the dangers of electricity.

Cover safety outlets if you have
kids: Electric outlets need safety cov-
ers in homes with infants and young
children.

Go inside during thunder-
storms: During thunderstorms, peo-
ple should go indoors immediately,
and boaters should return to shore
as quickly as possible. People who
cannot reach indoor shelter should
move away from metallic objects,
such as golf clubs and fishing rods
and lie down in low-ground areas.
Standing or lying under or next to
tall or metallic structures is unsafe.
An automobile is appropriate cover,
as long as the radio is off. Also, keep

in mind that telephones, computers,
hair dryers, and other appliances that
can act as conduits for lightning
should not be used during thunder-
storms.

Even if the injuries seem minor,
it’s crucial to see a doctor after an
electric shock to check for internal
injuries.

Depending on the injuries,
potential electric shock treatments
include burn treatment, including
the application of antibiotic ointment
and sterile dressings, pain medica-
tion, intravenous fluids and a tetanus
shot, depending on the source of the
shock and how it occurred.  For
severe shocks, a doctor may recom-
mend staying in the hospital for a
day or two so they can monitor you
for any heart issues or severe injuries.

If you receive an electric shock,
it might be difficult for you to do
anything. But try to start with the fol-
lowing if you think you’ve been
severely shocked let go of the elec-
tric source as soon as you can and
don’t move, unless you need to
move away from the electric source.
If the shock feels minor see a doc-
tor as soon as you can, even if you
don’t have any noticeable symptoms.
Remember, some internal injuries
are hard to detect at first. In the
meantime, cover any burns with ster-
ile gauze. Don’t use adhesive ban-
dages or anything else that might
stick to the burn.

Some electric shocks can have a
lasting impact on your health. For
example, serious burns can leave per-
manent scars. And if the electrical

current goes through your eyes, you
may be left with cataracts.

Some shocks can also cause
ongoing pain, tingling, numbness,
and muscle weakness due to inter-
nal injuries.

If a child sustains a lip injury or
burn from chewing on a cord, they
may also have some heavy bleeding
when the scab eventually falls off.
This is normal, due to the number
of arteries in the lip.

If someone receives a shock,
keep several things in mind to both
help them and keep yourself safe like
don’t touch someone who has been
shocked if they’re still in contact with
the source of electricity, don’t move

someone who has been shocked,
unless they’re in danger of further
shock. Turn off the flow of electric-
ity if possible. If you can’t, move the
source of electricity away from the
person using a non-conducting
object. Wood and rubber are both
good options. Just make sure you
don’t use anything that’s wet or metal
based.

Stay at least 20 feet away if
they’ve been shocked by high-volt-
age power lines that are still on. If the
person is showing signs of shock,
such as vomiting or becoming faint
or very pale, elevate their legs and
feet slightly, unless this causes too
much pain. Cover burns with ster-
ile gauze if you can. Don’t use
Band-Aids or anything else that
might stick to the burn. Keep the
person warm.

The danger from an electrical
shock depends on the type of cur-
rent, how high the voltage is, how the
current traveled through the body,
the person's overall health and how
quickly the person is treated.

An electrical shock may cause
burns, or it may leave no visible mark
on the skin. In either case, an elec-
trical current passing through the
body can cause internal damage, car-
diac arrest or other injury. Under
certain circumstances, even a small
amount of electricity can be fatal.

For electricians or contractors
working with power supplies, elec-
tric shock is a high risk that can be
fatal for both the victim and your
business. Response time by anoth-
er person can be the difference

between life and death, with records
showing seven out of ten victims are
revived if artificial respiration is per-
formed within three minutes. This
makes it essential for safety proce-
dures to be established to prevent
injuries and insurance coverage to be
provided to avoid financial harm.

Electric shock occurs when a
person comes into contact with an
electrical current, typically through
an exposed live wire or unsafe
equipment and conditions. Electric
shock from high voltage, a serious
danger mostly for electricians and
other contractors, can cause severe
burn marks, bleeding, unconscious-
ness, and more.

For electricians or contractors
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fatal for both the victim and your
business. Response time by anoth-
er person can be the difference
between life and death, with records
showing seven out of ten victims are
revived if artificial respiration is per-
formed within three minutes. This
makes it essential for safety proce-
dures to be established to prevent
injuries and insurance coverage to be
provided to avoid financial harm.

Electric shock occurs when a
person comes into contact with an
electrical current, typically through
an exposed live wire or unsafe
equipment and conditions. Electric
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other contractors, can cause severe
burn marks, bleeding, unconscious-
ness, and more.
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Do you remember the last
time you saw actor Rajeev
Khandelwal being the pro-
tagonist in a love story?
Kahin Toh Hoga was the

only show you could recall, isn’t it? Well,
a role like Sujal Garewal’s certainly was
not one to be forgotten. Even after don-
ning a number of versatile hats as an
actor, his image of a boy next door has
been the most favourite one. And when
one watches the trailer of his forthcom-
ing ALTBalaji web series, Coldd Lassi aur
Chichen Masala, one can surely recall his
similar avatar in his previous such roles.

He tells us that it’s the very reason
why he chose this role too. “I am doing
a love story after a very long time. I real-
ly liked and appreciated how the story
was written so powerfully. So when love
stories are written well, it’s great fun to
work and perform on them. It’s premise
was also very different. I really liked how
the love story proceeded in the backdrop
of food as well as the back and forth of
the characters within a span of eight
years. Also, because it is a web series, it
would come to an end after a certain
amount of episodes rather than going on
for months on TV,” says the actor, who

had initially refused to be part of the
show as he found the script to be very
“superficial” in its first narration.
However, after reading the first four
chapters later, he agreed with the “beau-
tifully-written script.”

The show features Rajeev as Vikram,
a two-star Michelin chef, who is chef
Nitya’s (played by Divyanka Tripathi)
senior and ex-lover. The story revolves
around the couple as they move back and
forth between love and conflict in a
‘gourmet-licious’ world. The two lovers
had separated after a tiff eight years ago.
And in the present day, as they face each
other in the same kitchen again, their
past makes a comeback. Nitya’s focus on
detailing and perfection makes her look
like a stubborn and short-tempered per-
son among her colleagues, whereas,
Vikram believes in experimentation and
is not very approving of Nitya’s idea of
traditionality.

A title like that is, for a fact, intrigu-
ing. It certainly generates some level of
curiosity among the audience if one has-
n’t watched the trailer to know what it
actually tries to showcase. Why would a
love story be named on a food item and
an ingredient after all? Rajeev laughs and

says that even he had questioned the
same. “When I was told that the title of
the series would be Coldd Lassi aur
Chicken Masala, I was perplexed. I never
expected a love story to be named like
that. I thought it would be a very roman-
tic title and something new and differ-
ent. But then, Ekta (Kapoor) usually has
a knack for coming up with very inter-
esting titles. She would always think
beyond the clouds and come up with
something unique. And then, after going
on with it for a few days, I also came to
terms with it, especially after knowing the
complete script. It’s not just the dishes
that we are talking about but also has
something to do with the characters. If
one person matches with the nature of
a cold lassi, the other matches with the

chicken masala. Somewhere, you’ll notice
it even in the characters too. So I find it
apt now.”

There have been a plenty love stories,
especially when it comes to shows and a
dramatic universe created by Ekta
Kapoor, but this one appears like a first
of its kind to have been airing under her
production. With an interesting and
new pairing, the trailer makes it evident
that the show would promise an added
culinary experience with the right
flavours and spices in a love story. One
can see Divyanka and Rajeev dealing
with everyday issues in a hotel kitchen
and the challenges chefs face. However,
not even once would one point out that
they are not professional cooks. We can
see them preparing dishes with the

same body language and style sous
chefs have. So was there any specific kind
of training that went into making the cast
look like professional kitchen experts?
Absolutely. And Rajeev tells us how. “Not
just me and Divyanka, but even the other
people in the kitchen were trained
under head chefs everyday for some
time. We were taught the basics of
cooking. We were taught how to hold the
butcher’s knife and cut, chop and toss.
There was a chef always present on the
sets who would point out if we were
making mistakes in performing a partic-
ular act related to cooking. They would
tell us, ‘No, you’re holding it wrong. You
should pour the sprinkles like this.’ But
of course, the dishes which are shown are
not prepared by us. They are just
prompts that we use,” he says and adds
that even though the story has cooking
elements in it, it’s a love story, so a
kitchen is just a place.

Rajeev believes that the essence of a
love story always remains the same. It’s
actually the storytelling that changes the
game. He says, “Stories can always be
similar or can have similar elements but
storytelling is different in every plot.
Which is the reason why even two
same stories would look different when
told through different perspectives.”

Be it Table No. 21, Reporters, Sach Ka
Saamna, Aamir, Shaitan or even
Soundtrack, Rajeev is known for his
roles that have might not been commer-
cially acclaimed, but definitely critically.
Talking about how he selects a role and
how the approach has changed with time,
the actor says that he doesn’t think a lot
while making a selection. It just comes to
him spontaneously. He tell us, “Nothing
has really changed. My approach is still
the same. I am very instinctive as a per-
son. If something excites me, I want to do
it. I say yes, instantly. I have never had a
particular way of picking up my projects.
I don’t give them too much of a thought.”
All these listed above, he adds, were
instinctive decisions. “I have sealed all of
my projects with the first meeting itself.
If I like it, it’s a yes, and if I don’t, it’s a
no. Simple!” However, Shaitan would be
out of the list here and even Cold Lassi...,
scripts of which, he says, hadn’t convinced
him in the first meetings.

Though he always convinces, no
matter what. Laughs.

(The show releases on September 3 on
ALTBalaji and ZEE5.)
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When the Indian textile
industry stood at the sec-
ond position from 2014 to

2017, it certainly seemed that it
would top the ladder in the coming
years. However, it’s only two days ago
that the Confederation of Indian
Textiles Industry (CITI) revealed
that the industry is losing its edge in
the international market as it slipped
to rank five last year. Sailesh
Singhania, who happens to be the
sixth-generation textile conserva-
tionist and designer from Hyderabad,
whose forefathers joined the Nizam’s
legacy in 1881, points out its reason.
“Indian textile industry was earlier
available to the people globally. We
are very well known for our prints for
the past 3,000 years. When we say
prints, it is always India that comes
to everybody’s mind. When you say
Kalamkaari prints, it’s India again.
And how can we forget Khadi, of
course. Because of a lot of competi-
tion today, there is a lot of produc-
tion of power looms. So the produc-
tion cost has become a major factor
for shrinking of the Indian textile
industry,” says he and adds that
when you talk about the internation-
al market, it only consists of the vol-
ume of sales, they never check upon
any other measures. “The volume
needs to be more reasonable.”

One of the solutions to sustain
the industry, he shares, could be if the
government starts to provide them
tax holidays just like textile countries
like China do. “If you compare the
textiles of India, in terms of the cost
and pricing turnovers, the handloom
industry is hardly 10 per cent of the
market. The major market is covered
by power looms,” he says.

The designer has always been
passionate about Khadi as he feels that
it is the most “luxurious” fabric.
Though Indians feel that silk is the
most luxurious one but Singhania
says that the hand-spun Khadi takes
more time than spinning the silk and
the concentration level needs to be at
extreme while we are at it. And that
is the reason why the designer’s lat-
est collection features a combination
of Khadi and age-old techniques like
the Jamdani and embellishing it with
intricate motifs inspired by modern
Japanese art, thereby bringing a

plethora of cultures and traditions
together and culminating them into
one final creation.

“That’s why I wanted to do
something with Khadi with the finer
accounts. Jamdani technique was
started 1,000 years ago. It is very time-
consuming but yes, there is no limi-
tation to the designs. A four to five
metre saree can be of a single design
and that’s its beauty,” says Singhania.

Though Jamdani has enjoyed
immense popularity right from the
beginning, the art form bloomed dur-
ing the Mughal period. However,
colonisation by the British saw a
decline in the production of it.
Export of cheaper yarn from
European countries in the 19th cen-
tury was one of the primary reasons
for the decline. Also, with the decline

of Mughal rule in India, producers of
Jamdani were deprived of their most
influential patrons. Villages like
Madhurapur and Jangalbadi in Bihar,
once famous for the intricate Jamdani

industry, faded into oblivion. Post the
Partition, many weavers had migrat-
ed to present-day West Bengal, which
marked the beginning of the art form
in India. He shares about its tedious
process. The making of it involves the
supplementary weft technique along
with the standard weft technique.
With the latter, the base sheer mate-
rial is made on which thicker threads
are used to create designs. Each of the
supplementary weft motif is then
added manually by interlacing the
weft threads with fine bamboo sticks
using individual spools. This process
results in the vibrant patterns that
appear to float on a shimmering sur-
face, which is a feature unique to
Jamdani sarees.

So why can’t we use the age-old
techniques as they are — raw and rich

— rather than blending it with newer
approach? He says, “We are using the
old techniques only. The new tech-
nique is like power looms, which
gives you the price-effective produc-
tion cost, which is the difference
between handloom and power loom.
Handloom has its limitation of pro-
duction and the cost, which is meant
to be high. Power loom reduces the
cost and enhances the efficiency of
the production.”

The fabric Khadi, now 100-
years-old, has taken decades to
become a global fashion statement.
Does Singhania think that age-old
things just like Khadi should be given
equal exposure? And that there is a
need to revive them as well to make
them recognise globally? He says,
“Khadi is something you need to
experience first. Once people start
wearing and experimenting, they
understand the difference between
Khadi and other products. Brands
have started promoting it very well.
It was earlier majorly done by our
government only, which never had a
proper channel to manage it. Khadi
has been brought into highlight
through better branding. Indian gov-
ernment is not great at branding and
marketing the products, it is always
done better by private companies. Of
course, other things should be given
an equal exposure. And I think, the
topic must be inculcated in the syl-
labus of school children.”

Comprising opulent whites and
enigmatic gold threads, each saree in
his collection has been woven
painstakingly over a labourious peri-
od of over eight months to match the
unparalleled beauty of his muses. “We
have used different types of silk like
Assam silk, Mulberry silk from
Bangalore, Muga silk and Ahinsa silk,
its so much in fashion today,” he says.

There exists in nature, a certain
type of harmony, beyond the confines
of human belief and within those of
the spirit. Singhania’s royal Banarasi
silk, is assiduously woven with motifs
inspired by the sun and the moon, the
natural forces upon which life sustains
and the society thrives. The motifs
embody nature and its interaction
with the human race, like an orches-
trated symphony of life in the weave.
The Kanjeevaram silk sarees that have

remained a constant in every closet
since the Chola and Pallava dynasty,
are also revisited through his collec-
tion, celebrating the identity of the
fabric with a modern outlook, tapping
into its potential without tampering
with its ethnicity.

Singhania has worked with 700
handloom weavers belonging to 22
different clusters from areas like
Pochampally, Gadwal, Uppada, Kota,
Pranpur and others to curate his col-
lection. “We need to fulfill their
requirements. We need to teach
them how to mend the looms and
how to get perfection in their designs
with the graphs. I agree, ultimately
weaving is done by the weavers. But
it’s not like all the 700 weavers would
come to the industry daily. It is done
at homes. So in the local villages we
have master craftsmen and weavers.
We coordinate with them and they
support the local people there because
every local cluster has their local lan-
guage and culture. So the master
craftsmen bridge that gap. It’s a

chain. It’s like an organised industry
working in a semi-organised pattern,”
he says as he chuckles a bit.

Regional weavers are actually
keeping the traditional style craft
alive from different states. Being a
textile conservationist, what does
Singhania thinks of how can these
weavers from small towns and
cities could be given a platform to
be recognised in the global forum?
“Our efforts lie in creating a sus-
tainable world, wherein our artisans
can thrive and are celebrated. This
collection is a testament of our
efforts and we strive to bring to the
fore the sheer talent that our
weavers possess. However, small
weavers generally know the tech-
nique quite well but designers
need to help them for latest designs
and innovation so that it stays rel-
evant in today’s contemporary
world. Without that, it is really dif-
ficult as they need help in various
things. And things have also got
very expensive. Just a weaver to run
a handloom, they need an invest-
ment of more than �2-3 lakh for
one loom. They also need help
from master weavers or designers
to educate them about innovation,
latest colours, designs, patterns
and price,” he says.

The designer is determined to
promote sustainable fashion, crafts-
manship with a commitment to
‘Make in India’ initiative. So what
drives his passion for this? “I real-
ly love sustainable fashion because
the old things goes and the new
things comes, it has to move on and
it’s not like a polyester but a process.
Sustainability was practised from
many years and it defines luxury. If
it’s not perishable, then it’s plastic,”
he says and adds that there are only
pre-forms of natural yarns — cot-
ton, silk and woolen. These things
are quite skin-friendly and also suit
the Indian weather since we sweat
a lot, and skin feels more comfort-
able in cotton or Khadi. 

“I really wanted to do some-
thing for the textile industry. To
revive the textile and give it a
global recognition and showcase the
Indian heritage globally. You sim-
ply cannot find the Indian crafts in
other places,” says Singhania.
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Whether it is Krishna’s
joyous years of child-
hood or the antics he
played while grow-
ing up, his romance

with nature and his compassion for
everything that had life or eventual-
ly attaining the stage of human ado-
ration, classical dancer Shobha
Deepak Singh brings his journey on
stage through scenes which will take
you back to his various folk lores. And
what better an occasion than
Janmashtami for this? The perfor-
mance begins with the celebration
that takes place at midnight with
devotional songs, dances, aartis and
rocking the cradle of baby Kanha.

In the show, which is the 43rd
edition of the story of Krishna,
Shobha tries to couple Indian tradi-
tions with newness and dynamism so
that the audience can relate to it as per
the current scenario. It is woven with
an array of tales, beliefs and myths.
The essence of the show remains the
same, she says, but it has been blend-
ed with various things in order to
make it appealing and different from
its previous versions. Shobha says,
“The audience wants to see some-
thing new every year while keeping

the traditionality intact. So, we play
in terms of the choreography, cos-
tumes and characters.” She has tried
to make the choreography more
vibrant and technologically advanced.
She shares that this year  LED screens
have been used for projection and a
new audio and video-visual screen,
which enhances the video quality of
the show. This will give a more real-
istic element to the show and the
audience will connect closely.

Shobha breaks the story into
individual passages and then tries to
set the sequence. She then checks
how each sequence is different from
the previous one. She is a keen
believer of learning from each phase
of the show and tries to improvise
consistently. “As soon as the show is
over, we see and analyse our perfor-
mances, we check what could have
been done better and then work on
that,” she says. This helps them to
refine their performance and become
“better versions” of themselves.
There are specifically some editions
of the show that are loved more by
the audience. She says, “I am some-
one who won’t stick to an idea even
if it works. I start thinking about
newer concepts that can enhance my

show instantly after one perfor-
mance is done.”

Initially, she used to do simple
shows and performances as there
were not much facilities or technol-
ogy but the stage has travelled too far
from then and evolved with each
show. Shobha recalls, “When I look
back, I could only remember few
famous episodes of Krishna but
now we have a series depicting all his

stages.” She further shares that the
research on Krishna shows him in
two different avatars. One, where his
natkhat activities are highlighted and
the other,  in the batt le of
Kurukshetra. Shobha has tried to
show the same. She says, “The first
half is completely devoted to his mis-
chiefs and shows the popular
episodes like makkhan chori, his
fight with Kaliya, Govardhan parvat
whereas the second half is based on
the Mahabharata and the message of
Krishna on the battlefield in the form
of traditional dance forms like
Mayurbhanj,  Chhau and
Kalaripayattu.”

Shobha agrees that along with
the evolution of the story, there has
been a growth in her journey too.
“Initially, I didn’t know a lot of things
about Krishna. But I read a lot and
spent time at the Sahitya Akademi
and came across new interpretations
of his story. This has helped add
more elements to the story and
enrich my performances,” she says.
The artist is all set for the 63rd edi-
tion of Ramayana starting on
September 27 and 28. 

(The show will be staged today at
6.30 at Kamani Auditorium.)

What did you think of the Riviera’s
script when you first read it?
I thought it was ambitious. We only
got the first two episodes to read and
a gentle overview of where things
would go after that so you base your
appreciation on those two things. But
it was a very intriguing series and a
world full of art that I haven’t seen
before on television so I was glad to
jump in and be a part of it. 

How do you go about preparing for
a role and do you build up a back-
story to your character?
When you’re doing a TV project of
this nature, you can replace your
backstory with front one because you
don’t know where the character’s
going to end up. Also, the informa-
tion about their backstory contained
in the first couple of scripts you
receive is very minimal, so you
invent it to make sure you have a real
working connection with the other
actors to move forward. But what
might happen then is you read
episode three, which you didn’t get
before and suddenly find out that
you were orphaned. So you might say
“I’m going to do loads of back
preparation” when actually you have
to just jump in and play. Then when
you reach to episodes five and six,
those scripts will have been written
by writers, who have watched your
performances in episodes one and
two, so they will be working from
what you’ve already brought to the
character. So you have to change the
backstory for front story and they
start to create the character in line
with what you’re playing already. 

Is it becomes a collaborative
process? 
It feels collaborative because you get
the script and might say “well this
wouldn’t happen and that wouldn’t
happen,” and then they can shift and
change the whole script. 

Tell us about your character,
Robert? 
He’s an art dealer, who trained in the
same class as Georgina. They both
know a lot about art, although they
work on different sides of it.
Georgina is a curator and she fells in
love with him. Robert, on the other
hand, has used his knowledge to start
tracking where paintings are being
sold, where they are being kept and
who has them. It’s quite common for
people, who buy a piece of art, to
actually have a really good reproduc-
tion on their wall while the original

is locked away in a vault somewhere. 

The explosion sets off a huge chain
of events for many people. How
does Constantine’s death specifical-
ly change Robert’s life? 
It changes Georgina’s life and that
changes Robert’s life. It brings some-
one who was very close to him back
into his life. 

Are you an art lover yourself?
What kind of art do you prefer?
I have some original pieces. Some
carvings, but not conventional art
and there are triptych that I got from
different countries. There’s nothing
major that falls in line with the clas-
sics that people pay millions for. 

As an actor, what do you ideally
want from a director? Is it free-
dom? Is it guidance? Or does the
answer vary from project to pro-
ject? 
It varies because if you don’t relate

to the character, you need to have an
expert eye watching you as you
climb towards it. Or if the character
is close to you, is very emotional and
is quote private, then you want free-
dom and the security that it brings.
Every actor works in different ways.
Some actors might be brilliant and
amazing on their first two takes.
Other actors really need to warm up.

They get into the skin slowly. So you
have to see who’s bringing what in
rehearsal and work from that. 

You directed episodes seven and
eight of this series. How did this
understanding of your fellow actors
feed into your work as a director?
It’s something you have to read. As
an actor who is also directing, I know
exactly how the other actor could
feel. So when you shout ‘action’, what
goes down the lens is brutally real
and convincing and they can do that
in a very safe environment. 

How did you find the experience of
directing Riviera given it has such
a distinctive cinematic look?
You’ve got set design by 18th-centu-
ry France and lighting by God, so
you just have to point the camera on
it at the right time of day, having
been given these things for nothing.
But having said that, you do require
the time, energy, budget and a good

crew so that you can capture all these
moments and make them as expres-
sive as they could be. The characters
are very rich, so we had to put all of
that on screen and make people feel
like they were watching a very lush,
almost voluptuous world of art. And
you can’t do a drama set in that world
and present it in a picture box frame
without treating that frame like it’s
a piece of art. 

Did you have fun while making the
show with such a great ensemble
cast?
There were people there from all
over the world — Germans, French,
Russians, Americans, Britishers. We
were all there, speaking all of those
languages. Everyone has a slightly
different method of working. As a
director you step in line with the
ways everyone chooses to work and
on this series they all brought their
cultural influences with them, which
was really great.

What did you make of the Riviera
itself? 
There’s a lot of money there and you
can see the part of that world, when
you go to Monaco Harbour and see
the massive yachts there. They just
stay there empty for most of the year.
If you have that kind of money, why
not just rock up and hire one for five
days? 

What’s your most extravagant pur-
chase? 
Me and my family go so practically
through life. We never buy things we
can’t see or feel the value of. People
telling me something is worth ‘x’
doesn’t sway it for me. I have to see
the practical value of something I
buy. Therefore, we haven’t really
splashed out on anything ridiculous-
ly expensive. If there is anything that
I truly wanted to keep precious, it is
my kids and the best way of looking
after them is making sure I don’t
spend loads of money on train kits. 

(Riviera seasons 1 and 2 are
streaming on SonyLIV.)

Actress Sonam
Kapoor and actor
Dulquer Salmaan-

starrer The Zoya Factor
has been in the news
recently owing to a story
where luck proves to be the
greatest factor. It is based
on the eponymous book by
Anuja Chauhan. On the
f i lm front,  the latest
rumour circulating is
whether the film is inspired
from the life of actress and
presenter Mandira Bedi.

As per a source, the
book is inspired by the life
of a woman who gained
massive traction after the
2003 World Cup. Mandira,
who was originally an
actor, started her stint as a
presenter for the Indian
Cricket team in 2003 and it
was her compering and
the luck that followed for
the team, which is still
remembered.

The source said,
“Mandira Bedi’s associa-

tion with the cricket team
as their compere some-
how had proven to be lucky
for the cricket team.
Whenever the team’s day
started with a greeting
from Mandira, they won.
And therefore, it  was
believed that she is indeed
the lucky mascot for our
cricket team. In the earli-
er days of reading sessions
between the author
(Anuja), director and the
actors, they often discussed
how the book is hugely
inspired from her life and
Sonam hence drew refer-
ences from the same.”

Zoya Factor is about a
Rajput girl named Zoya
Singh Solanki (played by
Sonam Kapoor) who meets
the Indian Cricket Team
through her job as an exec-
utive in an advertising
agency and ends up
becoming a lucky charm
for the team in the 2010
Cricket World Cup.
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There is now a “Rolling
Stones Rock” on Mars,
and it’s giving Mick, Keith

and the boys some serious sat-
isfaction.

NASA named a little stone
for the legendary rockers after
its InSight robotic lander cap-
tured it rolling across the sur-
face of Mars last year, and the
new moniker was made public
at the night’s rolling stones’ con-
cert at the Rose Bowl. “NASA
has given us something we
have always dreamt of, our
very own rock on Mars. I can’t
believe it,” Mick Jagger told the
crowd, “I want to bring it back
and put it on our mantelpiece.”

Robert Downey Jr
announced the name, taking
the stage just before the band’s
set at the Southern California
stadium that is only a stone’s
throw from NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory, which
manages InSight. “Cross-polli-
nating science and a legendary
rock band is always a good
thing,” the actor said. He told
the crowd that JPL scientists
had come up with the name “in
a fit of fandom and clever
association.”

“Charlie, Ronnie, Keith and
Mick were in no way opposed
to the notion,” Downey said,
“but in typical egalitarian fash-
ion, they suggested I assist in
procuring 60,000 votes to make
it official, so that’s my mission.”
He led the audience in a shout
before declaring the deed done.
Jagger said, “I want to say
thank our favourite action man
Robert Downey Jr, that was a
very nice intro he gave.”

The rock, just a little bigger
than a golf ball, was moved by
InSight’s own thrusters as the
robotic lander touched down
on Mars on November 26. It

only moved about three feet
(0.9 meters), but that’s the far-
thest NASA has seen a rock roll
while landing a craft on anoth-
er planet. “I’ve seen a lot of
Mars rocks over my career,”
Matt Golombek, a JPL geologist
who has helped NASA land all
its Mars missions since 1997,
said in a statement. “This one
probably won’t be in a lot of sci-
entific papers, but it’s definite-
ly one of the coolest,” he added.

The rolling stones and
NASA logos were shown side
by side in the run-up to the
show as the sun set over the
Rose Bowl, leaving many fans
perplexed as to what the con-
nection was before it was
announced. The concert had
originally been scheduled for
spring, before the stones post-
poned their No Filter North
American tour because Jagger
had a heart surgery.

The 76-year-old showed
no signs of poor health or
even his age as he danced,
pranced and boogied up and
down a long catwalk that
extended to the middle of the
stadium’s field. He did poke fun
at his advanced years. “It’s great
to be back at the Rose Bowl in
Pasadena,” Jagger said. “At least
I think we’ve been here before.”
(They have, in 1994.) He added,
“We walked up and down
Hollywood Boulevard looking
for the rolling stones star but
couldn’t find it.” (The band
doesn’t have one.)

And he took a dig at
President Donald Trump’s
recent talk of acquiring
Greenland when introducing
his bandmates. “On the drums,”
Jagger shouted, “Greenland’s
new economic adviser, Charlie
Watts”
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Australia's Josh Hazlewood
took five wickets as England

collapsed to just 67 all out on the
second day of the third Ashes Test
at Headingley on Friday.

Australia, who will retain the
Ashes with victory in this Test,
then strengthened their grip by
reaching tea in their second
innings on 82-3 — a lead of 194.

Marnus Labuschagne, whose
first-innings 74 was seven more
than England managed between
them, was 13 not out and Travis
Head 17 not out.

England, 1-0 down in the five-
Test series, had dismissed
Australia for a seemingly modest
179, with fast bowler Jofra Archer
taking 6-45 on Thursday.

But thanks mainly to
Australia quick Hazlewood's fig-
ures of 5-30, England were bowled
out inside 28 overs.

Joe Denly, with 12, was the
only England batsman to reach
double figures.

But whereas Labuschagne, in
for concussed star batsman Steve
Smith, and David Warner (61)
fought hard during their first-
innings partnership of 111, few
England batsmen were as pre-
pared to sell their wickets as
dearly.

Indeed, several played key
roles in their own dismissals, for
all that Australia bowled well.

By staging both the World

Cup and the Ashes with a short
turnaround between the two
showpiece events, England had
denied several batsmen proper
first-class preparation for the very

different demands of Test crick-
et. By contrast, a number of
Australians had played for English
county sides — Labuschagne, the
only batsman to so far score

1,000 first-class runs this season
was with Glamorgan — or fea-
tured on the Australia A tour of
England that preceded the Ashes.

But England's batting woes

predate this season.
Friday's slump was the latest

in a line of recent Test collapses
that have seen England dismissed
for 58 by New Zealand (Auckland
2018), 77 by the West Indies
(Bridgetown 2019) and 85 by
Ireland at Lord's last month.

But what made this woeful
display all the more troubling was
that the blue and sunny skies
above Headingley on Friday ought
to have made conditions for bat-
ting easier than the gloom of
Thursday, when England captain
Joe Root won the toss.

Opener Jason Roy took guard
having made just 40 runs in four
innings this series.

He fell for nine in familiar
fashion when he edged a drive off
a wide Hazlewood ball to Warner,
holding the first of four catches at
first slip.

Root walked out to applause
from his Yorkshire home crowd
but was out for a second ball
nought — his second straight zero
after a golden duck in the second
innings of the drawn second Test
at Lord's — when nicking a
straighter Hazlewood delivery
that seamed away to Warner.

Hazlewood had taken two
wickets for no runs in three balls,
with England 10-2.

All-rounder Ben Stokes came
into this match following an
unbeaten 115 in the second
innings at Lord's.

But he all but gave his wick-

et away when he carved at a wide
half-volley from fast bowler James
Pattinson he could barely reach,
with Warner holding a fast edge
high above his shoulder.

Denly fought hard only for his
49-ball stay to end when caught
behind following an inexplicably
extravagant drive off Pattinson.

And 45-5 became 45-6 when
Jonny Bairstow disappointed his
home crowd by edging a good-
length Hazlewood ball, with
Warner holding another fine
catch.

England were 54-6 at lunch
and 54-7 off the very first ball
afterwards when Chris Woakes
was caught behind off Cummins
(3-23).

Archer hooked a four off
Cummins before his 'up periscope'
attempt to duck a Cummins
bouncer also saw him caught
behind.

Hazlewood ended the innings
when he clean bowled No 11 Jack
Leach.

England did then reduce
Australia to 36-2.

Stuart Broad had Warner lbw
for nought and left-arm spinner
Leach struck with his first ball of
the match when a sharply turning
delivery out of the rough bowled
Marcus Harris.

The struggling Usman
Khawaja was caught in the slips
following a loose drive off Woakes
but Labuschagne kept Australia in
command.
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Trent Boult and Tim Southee led
New Zealand’s charge against Sri

Lanka on day two of the rain-hit sec-
ond Test in Colombo.

The pacemen claimed two wick-
ets each as Sri Lanka reached 144 for
six at lunch when rain came down and
no further play was possible.

Skipper Dimuth Karunaratne
moved from his overnight 49 to score
65 and provided the only bit of resis-
tance in the morning session, which
saw 29.3 overs bowled.

Boult took two early wickets in
one over after Sri Lanka resumed the
day at 85 for two.

Dhanajaya de Silva on 32 and
Dilruwan Perera on five were at the
crease.

Southee, like Boult, also delivered
a double-wicket maiden as the duo put
on a superb display of seam bowling
under overcast conditions.

Boult got overnight batsman
Angelo Mathews caught behind for
two to reach a landmark of 250 Test
wickets — only the third Kiwi bowler
to achieve the feat.

He trapped Kusal Perera lbw for
nought after just three balls as Sri

Lanka slipped to 93-4.
Karunaratne also got a lifeline on

61 when Kane Williamson could not
grab a tough chance at short mid-
wicket off Ajaz Patel.

But the left-hander, who complet-
ed his 23rd Test fifty after resuming
the day on 49, soon fell, caught
behind off Southee for 65.

Southee struck again in the same
over to send Niroshan Dickwella
trudging back to the pavilion for
nought.

Perera then played out the rest of
the session with de Silva.
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Gujarat Fortunegiants snapped a
six-match losing streak in the Pro

Kabaddi League Season 7, with a nar-
row 29-26 win over Patna Pirates at the
Nehru indoor stadium in Chennai on
Friday.

In the second match of the night, U
Mumba defeated Tamil Thalaivas 29-24,
ensuring that the latter finished the
home leg without a win (with only a tie
game to show). U Mumba jumped to
fourth in the points table with the win
while Thalaivas slipped to eighth.

Jaipur Pink Panthers sit on top of
the table with 7 wins from nine match-
es for 36 points followed by Bengal
Warriors and Delhi Dabang KC.

In the Fortungiants-Pirates
encounter, Rohit Gulia’s Super 10 turned
out to be the gamechanger as Pardeep
Narwal’s early heroics went in vain.
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Former South Africa all-
rounder Lance Klusener

was on Friday appointed as
the assistant batting coach of
the national team for the
three-match Twenty20
series against India in
September.

Cricket South Africa
(CSA) also announced that
former pacer Vincent
Barnes will serve as the
assistant bowling coach.
While Justin Ontong will
retain his position as the
assistant fielding coach in
Enoch Nkwe’s Proteas man-
agement.

“In terms of the new
team structure the Team
Director appoints his three
assistant coaches who have
specific skills focus in the
three key disciplines of bat-
ting, bowling and fielding,”
CSA Acting Director, Corrie
van Zyl, said in a statement.

“Former Proteas all-
rounder Lance Klusener
will fill the role of assistant
coach (batting) for the T20

Series only as he is current-
ly not available for all for-
mats.”

Klusener, considered
one of the best all-rounders
of his generation, has col-
lected 1906 runs and 80
wickets in Tests, as well as
3576 runs and 192 wickets
in ODIs.

He took up coaching
with domestic side
Hollywoodbets Dolphins
from 2012-2016 before
being appointed as batting
coach for the Zimbabwe

national team.
In July this year, he was

appointed as the head coach
of the Glasgow Giants for
the cancelled inaugural edi-
tion of the Euro T20 Slam
cricket tournament.

“His record as one of
the best all-rounders in the
world, particularly in white
ball cricket, during his play-
ing career speaks for itself
and he also has extensive
coaching experience both at
franchise and international
level,” van Zyl said.

Barnes has a long histo-
ry with the Proteas, having
served as the bowling and
then assistant coach from
2003 until 2011.

Ontong, who has repre-
sented the national side in
all three formats, also served
as South Africa's fielding
coach under Ottis Gibson
before the restructuring.

South Africa will trav-
el to India for a three-match
T20 series starting
September 15. The two sides
will then compete in a
three-match Test series. 
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Ganguly on Friday hoped
the reappointment of the

familiar Ravi Shastri as head
coach will help India prevail in
the “big games” and break the
jinx of not winning a major ICC
tournament in recent years.

“Ravi has been around for a
while, five years he’s completed
so he’s got an extension for two
more years. Hopefully now
India can go all the way in the
two upcoming tournaments that
are coming up, which is the T20
World Cup and the Champions
Trophy which has now become
a T20 format,” Ganguly said.

“So I hope they do well,
they’re doing well, they get to the
semi-finals.

“In 2015 in Australia they
struggled, in 2017 (2016) in
Mumbai, West Indies got the
better of them and even in this
World Cup. So, hopefully, they
will get to the next step and cre-
ate a winning combination.”

India’s last ICC tournament
triumph was the win in the 2013
Champions Trophy.

“Hopefully they can get past
the big games and win trophies
in the next two years,” said the
former captain who is not the
best of friends with Shastri.

Ganguly urged captain Virat
Kohli to continue giving the new
players a longer run to prove
their mettle.

“This is one area where
Virat (Kohli) needs to just be a

bit more consistent — pick
players and give them a bit
more opportunities consistent-
ly — for them to get that confi-
dence, rhythm.

“I have said that before.
You saw how Shreyas Iyer played
in that ODI series (against West
Indies), you pick him and you
give him the freedom to play
those matches and I think that
needs to happen with a lot of
players and I am sure Virat will
do that,” added Ganguly.

Ganguly was surprised to
see chinaman Kuldeep Yadav
and off-spinner Ravinchandran
Ashwin being left out of the
ongoing first Test against West
Indies.

“Yes, I was also surprised to
see Kuldeep Yadav left out
because the last Test he played
against Australia, he got five
wickets, if you remember in
Sydney on a good flat pitch, he
picked up five wickets against
Australia.

“But (Ravindra) Jadeja also
has been in good form, the sur-
face on Thursday at Antigua
needed three fast bowlers
because we saw the seam move-
ment the fast bowlers got and it
was a question of the spin.

“Ashwin’s record is phe-
nomenal to leave him out in the
West Indies, so it’s a decision
which Kohli has made and we
will find out in next couple of
days whether how far Jadeja
goes on to pick wickets on this
surface.”
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Ravindra Jadeja and Ishant
Sharma frustrated West Indies
with a timely 60 run-stand for

the eighth wicket, helping India to 297
all out at lunch on day two of the first
Test here on Friday.

Jadeja (58 off 112) and Ishant (19
off 62) were able to negotiate the threat
posed by the potent pace duo of

Shannon Gabriel and Kemar Roach
after losing Rishabh Pant (24) in the
second over of the day.

Jadeja's innings comprised six
fours and a maximum before he
became the last man to be dismissed
in the Indian innings, leading to
lunch.

India resumed the day at 203 for
six with Pant (20) and Jadeja being the
overnight batsmen.

While Jadeja justified his inclusion
in the playing XI ahead of
Ravichandran Ashwin with a gritty
effort, Pant could not deliver for the
team.

Roach got his fourth wicket of the
innings when he dismissed Pant with
a beauty from around the wicket that
moved away enough to get the edge
of the young wicketkeeper-batsman.

Pant was guilty of playing the ball
with hard hands as skipper Jason
Holder took a regulation catch at sec-

ond slip, leaving India at 207 for seven.
It seemed India's brittle tail will

not put up much of a fight yet again,
but Jadeja and Ishant batted sensibly
in their 116-ball stand, defying the
West Indian pacers.

While maturity was expected
from Jadeja, Ishant impressed with the
way he dealt with the express pace of
Roach and Gabriel. He was not afraid
to come on to the front foot and was
equally comfortable at tackling the ris-
ing ball.

The lanky India pacer, whose
highest score is 31, was finally dis-
missed in the 90th over, playing on to
a full slower ball off Gabriel.

Mohammad Shami joined Jadeja
in the middle but his stay lasted only
one ball as he offered a return catch
to off-spinner Roston Chase.

Running out of partners, Jadeja
showed urgency to collect some vital
runs and brought up his 11th half-cen-
tury with a slap to cover for four. The
following ball, he swept Chase for a six
over deep midwicket, giving the
Indian innings a welcome flourish
towards the end.

Vice-captain Ajinkya Rahane had
made a crucial 81 on the opening day
to help India recover from a poor start.
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It’s been two years since he last got
a Test hundred but Ajinkya

Rahane didn’t want to be “selfish”
thinking about his own milestone
when the priority was to get his
team out of the woods.

Coming in at a precarious 25 for
3 on the opening day of the first Test
against West Indies, Rahane scored
81, an innings he values more than
a hundred.

In fact, he knew a question
would pop about missing out on a
hundred, having last scored one
against Sri Lanka back in 2017.

“I knew this question was com-
ing and I was ready,” he smiled
when asked at the day end media
conference.

“As long as I am at the crease, I
am thinking about my team, I am
not a selfish guy. So yes, I am not
too concerned about the hundred as
I thought 81 on that wicket was real-
ly crucial as we are now in a decent
position,” said Rahane.

A century would have been nice
but what mattered more was play-
ing according to the demands of the
situation.

“See, as long as I am contribut-
ing for my team is what matters. Yes,
I was thinking about my hundred
but the situation we are in — 25 for
3 was tricky. As I have said, I just
thought if I could contribute for my
team. I am not too concerned
about my hundred as that will
come automatically,” the 31-year-old
said.

9	����� �	�� ����	� ���	�) ���	������)�	� �����	�
��## !�����#��� ������
 ���	�

1�
���� ��������	�
������
�	
�
��������	���##����� �

EF!"��!�:�
<	9��������	������"��	��:���	������	������A�������������

7�� �"2������������������	� �*�����	����������������'	�
��	�'������7�����3	������ �������		
�

$��)*�,��)+
��,�!��+)!��)�

7���	���1��������	���	��������	��

8�������������	����	���� ����

3����+�)��� ���������)8

/�;:/��-@N�6���44#.��(;
 7<�(��-4P�6���O#.�&:2:
�',:��6�(:6� ��:��<:
�<2:���
67:;�'C��<:

6�:(��
�*:�;>6�6�

�'2 :,��(;�26�*<����:2
,67 (�2 7<�'<�
�(��-#).

 (��<:�7:*6(;�68:2�6�
�<:�;�C


