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ormer Finance and Home
Minister P Chidambaram
is on the run from the law
after the Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to come to
his rescue following the Delhi
High Court’s dismissal of his
bail petition in the INX
Media bribery case. Soon
after the apex court’s denial of
relief, sleuths of Enforcement
Directorate and CBI landed at
Chidambaram’s home in Jor
Bagh, but the senior Congress
leader could not be traced.
Chidambaram, w ho
enjoying interim protection
from arrest from March 2018
onward, suffered a major setback on Tuesday afternoon
after the Delhi High Court
dismissed his anticipatory
bail plea, paving way for CBI
and ED to arrest him. The
former Minister was on the
Supreme Court complex
throughout the day, awaiting
the HC order, to approach the
SC.
The High Court held that
he was “prima facie the kingpin” in t he INX Me dia
bribery and money laundering cases and “simply because
he is a Member of Parliament
it would not justify grant of
pre-ar rest b ail to him”.
Holding that the former
Union Minister’s custodial
interrogation was required
for an effective investigation,
the High Court said, “granting bail in cases like the
instant one will send a wrong
message to society”.
Justice Sunil Gaur, who is
due to retire on Thursday,
said this court cannot permit
the prosecution in this “sensitive case to end up in smoke
like it has happened in some
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Rae Bareli (PTI): Former
MLA Akhilesh Singh, who
represented Rae Bareli assembly constituency for five terms,
died on Tuesday morning following a prolonged illness. He
was 60. Singh is survived by his
wife and two daughters, including MLA Aditi Singh.
Singh breathed his last at
the SGPGI Hospital in
Lucknow where he was admitted on Sunday, family sources
said.
Singh, who won as
Congress candidate from the
Rae Bareli Sadar constituency
three times consecutively, had
been expelled from the party in
2003 after which he won the
seat as an independent in 2007
and as a Peace Party candidate
in 2016.
He, however, mended
fences with the Congress in
2016 and had returned to the
Congress later. His daughter
Aditi won from his seat in 2017
assembly elections.

43^UUXRXP[bX]bXSTaTbXST]RT^U2^]VaTbb[TPSTa?2WXSP\QPaP\SdaX]VPaPXSX]9^a1PVW=Tf3T[WX^]CdTbSPh

other high-profile cases”.
“Facts of the case prima
facie reveal that petitioner is
the kingpin, that is, the key
conspirator in this case. Law
enforcing agencies cannot be
made ineffective by putting
legal obstacles,” the judge
said.
The High Court also said
this was a “classic case of
money laundering” and the
twin fac ts w hich have
weighed to deny pre-arrest
bail to him are “gravity” of the
offence and “evasive” replies
given by him to questions put
to him while he was under
protective cover extended to
h
i
m
by this court.
In the Supreme Court, all
Congress lawyers were present before the Registry for
urgent hearing. However, the
apex court did not grant any
relief, asking Chidambaram
to mention the case on
Wednesday morning before a
seniormost judge.
The High Court said, “It

cannot be forgotten that the
petitioner (Chidambaram)
was the Finance Minister at
the relevant time and he had
given FDI clearances to INX
Media Group for receiving
overseas funds to the tune of
C305 crore.”
The 24-page judgment
said the gravity of offence
committed in this case amply
justifies denial of pre-arrest
bail and it was of the prima
facie opinion that it was not
a fit case for granting the
relief to him.
It s aid, “E conomic
offences constitute a class
apart and need to be visited
with a different approach in
the matters of bail.
“Taking note of huge
magnitude of conspiracy
angle qua the petitioner, it
would be premature to jump
to a conclusion that the provision of Pre vention of
Mone y L aunder ing Ac t
(PMLA) would not apply to
the instant case, as it cannot
be said that the amount

?C8

involved is below Rs 30 lakh.
Rather money laundering
involved in this INX Media
scam is Rs 305 crore and
Aircel-Maxis scandal is Rs
3,500 crore.”
The court observed that
the economic crimes of such
“mammoth scale are craftily
planned and executed”. “In
this case, in view of the enormous material placed on
record in respect of distinguished entities, various
transactions etc, this court
unhesitatingly opines that
bail plea is not acceptable,” it
said.
CBI had registered an
FIR on May 15, 2017 alleging
irregularities in the Foreign
Investment Promotion Board
(FIPB) clearance granted to
the INX Media group for
receiving overseas funds of Rs
305 crore in 2007 during
Chidambaram’s tenure as
Finance Minister. Thereafter,
the ED in 2018 lodged the
money laundering case in
this regard. Chidambaram’s

son Karti was arrested in
this case in February 2018.
In 2007, INX Media TV
Channel owners Peter and
Indrani got FIPB (Foreign
Invest ment Promot ion
Board) approval only to bring
Rs 5 crores as foreign investment. But they illegally
brought Rs 305 crores and
were caught by Income Tax
(IT) in 2008. When they got
a notice f rom t he IT
Department, Indrani and
Peter approached then
Finance
Minister
P
Chidambaram for relief. In
her confession statement,
Indrani
s aid
t hat
Chidambaram promised to
save her from Income Tax
prosecution and asked her to
give Rs 5 crores to Karti. The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) found that this bribe
money was parked in Karti’s
two controversial firms Advant age
St rateg ic
C onsulting and Chess
Management Services. After
gett ing
t he
br ib e,
Chidambaram, who headed
the FIPB, gave an illegal postfacto clearance to INX Media
and blocked the Income Tax

6RQLDSHUVXDGHV+RRGDWRFORVHUDQNV
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week after taking over as
Congress’ interim chief,
UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi
swung into action on Tuesday
reaching out to veteran
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, who
seemed determined to break
away from the grand old party
in the run-up to the forthcoming Haryana Assembly polls.
Sources in AICC said Sonia
rang up Hooda in the afternoon
and discussed the prevailing
political turmoil in the poll
bound State. After their telephonic conversation, sources
said senior leaders of the party
requested Hooda to postpone
his scheduled Press conference
in Chandigarh on Thursday.
AICC sources said Hooda
wants to have a free hand in
managing the Assembly polls
and was fed up with State
Congress leaders like Ashok
Tanwar, who were not letting
him have his way.
“It was a routine call from

A

Soniaji to Hooda to talk about
State Assembly elections.
Nothing should be read in
between as Hooda was present
at the AICC headquarters for
the flag-hoisting by Sonia
Gandhi on Independence Day,”
said the party sources.
Hooda and his son
Deepender Hooda, along with
a dozen MLAs, have been
reportedly planning to leave the
Congress to form a new party
and tie up with NCP, AAP, and
Dushyant Chautala’s Jannayak
Janata Party (JJP) for Haryana
and Delhi Assembly polls.
In Haryana, elections are
scheduled to be held before
November 2019, while in Delhi,
it is due in February 2020.
On Sunday while appreciating the Modi Government’s
stand on abrogation of Article
370, Hooda indicated that he
was getting ready to break free
from the mother organisation.
With Hooda forming a
committee and clarifying that
he would do whatever the com-

6i4>hR_edWcVVYR_UZ_a`]]RWWRZcd
hR_ed9RcjR_R4`_XTYZVW¶dcV^`gR]

mittee conveyed to him, the ball
was in Sonia’s court.
Hooda’s main contention is
that State Congress president
Ashok Tanwar should be

replaced immediately with a
new one ahead of elections. He
has been demanding this for
more than a year.
Continued on Page 7
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ue to fiscal implications,
D
the PMO has put on hold
all new projects as well as “inprinciple approvals” already
given to several State roads and
national highways’ projects. A
high-level inter-ministerial
panel headed by Cabinet
Secretary PK Sinha will now
prepare a new set of comprehensive guidelines for approving and announcing projects.
Sources said the PMO has
acted to enforce fiscal discipline
to avoid any burden on the
exchequer at a time when the
Ministry is facing fund constraints. The fund constraint
has prevented private developers from bidding for projects.
Bids have not been invited for
at least seven projects in last

one month, sources said.
The Road Transport and
Highways Ministry recently
expressed its desire to become
the primary agency to manage
the Central Road and
Infrastructure Fund (CRIF or
the erstwhile Central Road
Fund). In the past, the funds
were disbursed by the Finance
Minister.
In an effort to strengthen
the finances of Road Ministry,
Gadkari went for raising
resources through borrowings,
including bringing in up to
C60,000 crore from the
National Infrastructure
Investment Fund for DelhiMumbai Expressway, C25,000
crore from SBI, C7,000 crore
from ADB, and a similar
amount from World Bank,
LIC, pension fund and Labour
Ministry.
Road and Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari has
taken steps to declare State
Highways as National
Highways, which means roads
being maintained or developed

by States will directly fall under
the jurisdiction of the Centre.
The PMO has asked the
Road Ministry to review the
whole process and seek
approval from the PMO before
making any further decisions.
There are no guidelines for
declaring a State road as NH
and it happens after the States
request the Centre for taking
over their roads as NH.
Following a meeting in

March, Nripendra Misra,
Principal Secretary to the PM,
had also directed the expenditure secretary to conduct an
inquiry into the role played by
the road transport Ministry’s
financial advisers in deviating
from the existing system of
declaring national highways.
Earlier in March this year,
sources said, Principal Secretary
in the PMO, Nripendra Misra,
had asked the expenditure secretary to order a probe as to
how the existing system of
declaring NHs was violated.
The probe is still on.
Since 2014, the Road
Transport and Highways
Ministry approved approximately 72,000 km of State
roads to be declared as national highways. While 19,000 km
have been notified, remaining
53,000 km has been given “inprinciple approval”.
As per information shared
by Nitin Gadkari in Parliament,
from 91,287 km in March
2014, the total length of NH has
increased to 1,32,500 km as of

22 July 2019. This figure, however, does not include the
53,000 km of State roads, which
were given “in-principle”
approval to be declared as
NHs, and the 19,000 km that
were notified as NH.
For 2019-20, the Ministry
has projected a revenue deficit
of over Rs 37,000 crore to the
Finance Ministry. According to
a National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) official, currently developing of a two-lane
highway per kilometer stands
between Rs 11 crore to Rs 12
crore, while for a four-lane
highway, it is approximately Rs
30 crore per km.
Before 2014, an inter-ministerial group comprising the
Planning Commission, and the
Finance and Road ministries
used to discuss and decide if
the road was fit to be declared
a National Highway. Now in
the absence of rules, the decision to declare a State road as
NH was being done arbitrarily ultimately making a dent in
finances of Road Ministry.

prosecution for illegally routing Rs 305 crores from tax
havens.
INX media bribery case
was unearthed after ED’s
Investigating
Of f icer
Rajeshwar Singh conducted
raids at Chidambaram’s home
and Karti’s firms in connection with Aircel-Maxis probe
in December 2014. The ED
and Income Tax joint probe
also exposed the illegal assets
in 14 countries and 21 foreign
bank accounts of the family.
The ED has already attached
Rs 54 crore worth properties
of Karti and his companies in
Delhi, O oty, Chennai,
London and Spain in connection with INX Media case.
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he
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrestT
ed Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Kamal Nath’s nephew
Ratul Puri in a fresh case of
money laundering linked to an
alleged C354 crore bank loan
fraud case registered by the CBI
last week.
Puri was placed under arrest
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) late on
Monday night after he appeared
before the ED here which
slapped a fresh criminal case
against him and others, taking
cognisance of the CBI FIR.
Puri was produced before
Special Judge Arvind Kumar
and the agency sought
14-day custodial interrogation
in
another
money
laundering probe related to
AgustaWestland copter scam.
Continued on Page 7
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ive ministers of the UP
Cabinet,
including
Finance minister Rajesh
Agarwal, resigned on Tuesday
on eve of the first cabinet
expansion in the state.
Also putting in their
papers on Tuesday were cabinet minister for cooperative
societies Mukut Bihari Verma,
sports minister Chetan
Chauhan, minister of state
(independent charge) for basic
education charge Anuradha
Jaisawal and minister of state
for agriculture marketing
Swati Singh.
Mukut Bihari Verma had
unsuccessfully contested the
last Lok Sabha elections from
Ambedkarnagar.
All five ministers have
submitted their resignation to
the chief minister Yogi
Adityanath.
The outgoing finance minister resigned citing health
reasons while the other four
ministers have quit as they
anticipated their dismissal
from the council of ministers.
“Following the policy of
my organisation, I have tendered my resignation from
the state cabinet as I am 75
years of age. Now it is up to the
party to accept it. I’ll carry out
whatever responsibility will
be given to me,” Rajesh
Agarwal later said.
Speculations are rife that
one more deputy chief minister from the Dalit community is likely to be inducted, thus
taking the number of deputy
CMs to three.
The maximum strength
of the council of ministers can
be 61, including the Chief
Minister, since the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly has 403
seats.
“The oath-taking ceremony will be held on Wednesday
at the Raj Bhavan at 11 am,” an
official said.
However, the official
declined to state the number
of ministers who may take
oath on Wednesday.
The much-awaited cabinet

F
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Pakistani commando who
A
was behind the capture of
Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman when his IAF jet
crashed in Pakistani territory in
February this year, and had
reportedly tortured the IAF
pilot, has been killed in firing
by Indian forces along the Line
of Control (LoC).
According to reports,
Ahmed Khan, a subedar with
the Pakistan Army’s Special
Service Group, was killed by
the Indian Army in Nakyal sector of the LoC on August 17
when he was trying to facilitate
infiltration into India.
In photos released by
Pakistan after Abhinandan’s
capture on February 27, the
bearded Khan can be seen
behind the IAF officer.
Abhinandan was captured after
his MiG 21 was shot down by
Pakistani forces when he went
chasing after a Pakistani jet in
the aftermath of the Balakot
airstrike.
It is reported that Ahmed
Khan used to facilitate infiltration in the Nowshera,
Sundarbani and Pallan Wala
sectors. He was specially roped
in by the Pakistan Army to
facilitate infiltration.
Sources said that Khan

reshuffle of the Yogi
Adityanath government is to
fill slots that have fallen vacant,
especially after some ministers
were elected to the Lok Sabha.
Yogi Adityanath took over
the reins of the state in March
2017, and this will be the first
expansion of his ministry.
Three UP ministers were
elected to the Lok Sabha in the
recent polls, while disgruntled
minister and Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP)
leader O P Rajbhar was sacked
by the chief minister for his
repeated outbursts against the
party.
The reshuffle was initially scheduled for Monday
(August 19) but was postponed due to the deteriorating
health of former Union minister Arun Jaitely in Delhi.
Earlier on Sunday, the
authorities had suddenly
stopped the distribution of
invitation cards after officials
confirmed the postponement
of the swearing-in ceremony.
Preparations had begun
for the swearing-in ceremony,
while legislators, who were
slated to be sworn in, were
asked to reach Lucknow.
The Yogi government has
a total of 43 ministers, including the Chief Minister. There
are 18 Cabinet ministers, nine
Ministers of State with
Independent charge and 13
Ministers of State, including
two Deputy Chief Ministers —
Keshav Prasad Maurya and
Dinesh Sharma.
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used to mobilise well-trained
militants
of
Jaish-eMohammed (JeM) outfit at a
for ward post as part of
Pakistan’s plan to keep terrorism alive in Kashmir.
On August 17, India retaliated fiercely to Pakistan
launching a mortar fire attack
on Indian forces in the Krishna
Ghati sector in Poonch.
Pakistan was firing mortar
shells to allow infiltrators to
enter India. Khan was killed in
the return fire by India.
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ajesh Agarwal, an old hand of
the RSS, was the first finance
R
minister of BJP in last over two
decades to have presented three consecutive budgets in UP Assembly.
Agarwal (75) has officially
resigned on health grounds and due
to old age. The age bar norm was set
by the BJP’s central leadership after
Narendra Modi became the
Prime Minister for the first time in
2014.
The Finance Minister was said
to be at loggerheads with the
Principal Secretary (Finance).
Officers and employees of the
department had also petitioned the
Chief Minister alleging that there
was rampant interference by the
minister in transfers and postings.
They had also alleged irregularities
by the minister.
Agarwal has been the member
of UP Assembly for the last 26 years.
Agarwal has been six-term MLA
from Bareilly since 1993 election and
won every election till 2017

Assembly polls. He has the distinction of never losing any assembly
election.
He served as the Deputy
Speaker of UP Assembly during the
regime of Mulayam Singh Yadav
from 2003 to 2007.
During the Mayawati-led BSPBJP coalition regime, he was the
minister for stamps and registration
in 2002-03. He was the only minister in the Yogi Adityanath Cabinet
who also held the charge as treasurer of the state organisation of BJP,
which is against the established
principal of the party’s ‘one man, one
post’.
Agarwal was chosen by the BJP
to contest 1993 mid-term poll to UP
Assembly from Bareilly Cantonment
seat following the expulsion of Dr
Dinesh Jauhari, senior BJP leader
from Bareilly.
Jauhari was the health minister
in the first BJP government headed
by Kalyan Singh in 1991-92. He was
expelled from the Cabinet as he was
embroiled in a controversy over
transfers and postings of doctors in
the department.
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ormer Congress leader and five-time
MLA from Rae Bareli Sadar
F
Assembly constituency, Akhilesh Singh
passed away on Tuesday morning after
a prolonged illness. He was 60. Singh is
survived by wife and two daughters,
including MLA Aditi Singh. He was
called the Robinhood of Rae Bareli.
Singh, who was battling cancer for the
past few years, breathed his last at Sanjay
Gandhi Post-Graduate Institute of

Medical Sciences (SGPGIMS) in
Lucknow early Tuesday morning. His
daughter Aditi Singh now represents
Congress from the Sadar seat. Akhilesh
Singh was a popular leader in Rae Bareli
and won his seat even as an independent after he left Congress. Though he
was known for his criminal
antecedentsm with several FIRs registered against him, he was like the
proverbial ‘Robinhood’ in his constituency. Singh, who won as Congress
candidate from Rae Bareli Sadar con-

stituency three times consecutively,
had been expelled from the party in
2003 after which he won the seat as an
independent in 2007 and as a Peace
Party candidate in 2016.
He, however, mended fences with
the Congress in 2016 and returned to
the party fold later. He also got his
daughter Aditi to join the party. Aditi
won from her father’s seat in 2017
Assembly elections. His body was taken
to his village Lalupur in Rae Bareli where
the cremation was done later in the day.

6^ecQPRZbSTRXbX^]c^
X]RaTPbTE0C
Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar Pradesh government has defended its decision to increase Value
Added Tax (VAT) on petrol and diesel, which has
resulted in the increase in fuel prices. The government said the prices were still less than in 2018.
State government spokesperson Sidharth Nath
Singh said the government had deceased VAT on
petrol and diesel on October 2018 when the rate
of one litre of petrol was Rs 83.83 and that of diesel
was Rs 75.64. “But now even after increase of VAT,
the rate of petrol is 73.63 per litre and that of diesel
is Rs 65.65 per litre, which is less by Rs 10 per
liter as compared to that in October 2018,” Singh
claimed. The notification for increase in VAT was
issued on Monday night. “The government
requires funds for development works and this
increase will help in generating resources,” he said.
Singh said with this decision, the state exchequer
would get additional Rs 3,000 crore.
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ahujan Samaj Party is gearing up to
emerge as the principal opposition
B
to Bharatiya Janata Party in Uttar
Pradesh. For this goal, the BSP will fight
the by-election to 13 UP Assembly seats
with all its might and the principal
objective behind the exercise is to
ensure the defeat of Samajwadi Party.
“A weak Samajwadi Party can make
Dalit-Muslim unity work for BSP during the forthcoming by-elections,” a BSP
leader said.
The Samajwadi Party leaders
accused the BSP of being in cahoots with
the BJP in a bid to harm their electoral
prospects. The BSP is confident that it
can be a real beneficiary by increasing
political marginalisation of its past
arch-rival Samajwadi Party.
BSP sources said the marginalisation
of SP had ignited Muslim-Dalit consolidation by default, something which
Mayawati’s mentor Kanshi Ram tried
hard during his life time. In the last one
month, three Rajya Sabha MPs of
Samajwadi Party have quit and joined
BJP while two more are said to be in the
queue.
This comes after SP’s tepid performance in Lok Sabha polls in which its
alliance with BSP ended up paying off
Mayawati’s BSP more than Akhilesh
Yadav with the former winning 10 Lok
Sabha seats, double of five that the SP
won.
Mayawati, who immediately
after the Lok Sabha poll results snapped
ties with SP, has repeatedly trained
guns on the Samajwadi Party along
Congress over many issues, seeking to

<0H0F0C8F7>
8<<4380C4;H
05C4AC74;>:B0170
?>;;A4BD;CB
B=0??43C84BF8C7B?
70BA4?40C43;H
CA08=436D=B
>=C74B0<09F038
?0ACH0;>=6
2>=6A4BB>E4A<0=H
8BBD4BB44:8=6C>
?A>942C74AB4;50B
C74>=;H0;C4A=0C8E4
C>C7419?

project herself as the only alternative to
the BJP.
In 2017 Assembly polls, the
Congress and SP had fought together
while BSP went it alone. An alliance with
Congress had made the SP first choice
of Muslims, who even otherwise did not
trust BSP fully owing to its past of aligning with the BJP.
Already in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
of its 10 MPs, BSP has three from the
Muslim community and one from
Yadav community while SP has three
from Muslim community among its five
— the rest two being Mulayam Singh
Yadav and Akhilesh Yadav.
It is believed that a section of
Yadavs preferred BJP over SP during Lok
Sabha polls.
The BSP, however, apprehends challenge from Bhim Army chief
Chandrasekhar Azad, who is making
a strong pitch for Dalit-Muslim unity,
asserting that the combination can play
a major role in UP’s future politics.
The BSP sources said the party
could meet the challenge by hard work
at the grass-roots level. The power
struggle in the SP’s family backyard —
a tussle between Akhilesh Yadav and her
estranged uncle Shivpal Yadav, coupled
with the defeat of SP — has already disillusioned the Yadavs. Muslims constitute of 19.3% of the total population in
UP while Dalits divided into 21 castes
(maximum Jatavs) constitute of 21.1%
and Yadavs 9% of the total population
of the state.
Earlier, Muslims and Yadavs worked
together making SP a formidable contender for power. Of late though, there
has been a breach in Yadav votes.
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ith Congress announcing to hit the
roads and stage statewide protests on
Wednesday against the hike in petrol and
diesel prices in Uttar Pradesh, leaders of
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), Communist
Party of India (Marxists) and Rashtriya Lok
Dal (RLD) also condemned Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath’s move.
On the directives of national general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, the
Congressmen would stage protests at all the
district headquarters on Wednesday against
the state government’s decision to hike
VAT on fuel prices leading to its increase,
UPCC president Raj Babbar said in a statement issued on Tuesday.
“This will directly hit the lives of poor,
farmers and labourers. The Congress has
been continuously fighting for the interests
of the deprived sections of society and we
will register a strong protest over this move
of the state government on Wednesday,”
Babbar said.
Petrol and diesel prices in Uttar Pradesh
were hiked by Rs 2.5 and Re 1 respectively
from Monday midnight as the government
increased Value Added Tax (VAT).
Bahujan Samaj Party president Mayawati
also criticised the state government’s decision, terming it as a “cruel step” which would
add to inflation. She claimed that after lawlessness and corruption, people would feel
the pinch as hike in fuel prices would result
in increase of prices of all essential commodities. The UP unit of Communist Party of
India (Marxists) also flayed the hike in fuel
prices and asked the state government to
revoke its order. State secretary, CPIM, Heera
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NOTICE
I, Army No. 15418037K,
NK Rathod Arjunsinh, Unit HQ
Camp AMC Centre & College,
Lucknow, R/o Harkhapura,
Sansoli, Kalol, Panchmahal,
Gujrat, declares change of
name of my son from Mitrajsinh
to Rathod Mitrajsinh for all
Purpose.

PUBLIC NOTICE
OR= ONNNMNGNV OZISUIGN
WNUNJ6 IGH6DXV YLXV LT GCN
GTHNM IODJ P4= GCNN IODJ GNV
POGV  YX6 I UG R [\U
SN\ S\X#YNSMN GV GNMN
YLXKOH/US\RYS\O(LI5U
OV FVQ>N\GMUKJZD$POGV `NMN
IGV [V GC5NVD GN RJ /RD
IW(HVQNMJNV[N$ NN8UKQVRKL5XK
/R FNFZ\N\@ IXRNOK #@
XE= F/UK@FNFZ[DW@\>NX$

±CWXbfX[[SXaTRc[hWXccWT
[XeTb^U_^^aUPa\TabP]S
[PQ^daTabCWT2^]VaTbb
WPbQTT]R^]cX]d^db[h
UXVWcX]VU^acWTX]cTaTbcb
^UcWTST_aXeTSbTRcX^]b
^Ub^RXTchP]SfTfX[[
aTVXbcTaPbca^]V_a^cTbc
^eTacWXb\^eT^UcWT
bcPcTV^eTa]\T]c^]
FTS]TbSPh²
Lal Yadav said all units of the party would
register protest in the meeting on August 21.
“Inflation has already broken the backbone
of people and this decision will only add to
their woes,” he said.
Reacting to the deteriorating law and
order situation in the state, Yadav said the
police had shown lackadaisical approach in
initiating action against criminals.
Meanwhile, the national spokesperson
of Rashtriya Lok Dal criticised the state government for hike in fuel prices. He said the
decision would adversely affect the people
in general and farmers in particular.
“In 2019 Lok Sabha elections, the BJP
leaders had promised to lower fuel prices
while seeking support of farmers. Now, the
BJP has reneged from its promise and
increased the fuel prices. Farmers who are
already bearing the brunt of high power tariffs will have to shell out extra bucks for fuel.
The hike in fuel prices will also increase the
prices of goods of daily use. Is this good governance?” Dubey said.
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here is a good news for
the faculty members and
employees of King
George’s Medical University
and RML Institute of Medical
Science as the Uttar Pradesh
government has approved 7th
Pay Commission for them,
bringing them at par with their
counterparts at Sanjay Gandhi
Post-Graduate Institute of
Medical Sciences (SGPGIMS).
The state cabinet, in its
meeting on Tuesday, approved
this demand which had been
pending for the last several
months. State government’s
spokesperson and Health
Minister Sidharth Nath Singh
told reporters on Tuesday that
the government had decided to
extend 7th Pay Commission
benefits to doctors and other
employees of KGMU and RML
Institute of Medical Sciences as
per the terms and conditions of
SGPGI.
“The benefits which the
SGPGI staff members are getting will also be given to their
counterparts at RMLIMS and

T

KGMU,” he said.
In another decision, the
government approved the
merger of RML Hospital with
RML Institute of Medical
Sciences in Lucknow. The staff
of RML Hospital will be
accommodated in RML
Institute of Medical Sciences
while the additional employees
and doctors of the hospital will
be shifted to other government
hospitals in the state capital.
The government also
approved a proposal to hire
doctors on contractual basis for
filling up 718 vacant posts in
specialised hospitals in the
state, including SGPGI,
KGMU, RMLIMS (all in
Lucknow), Cancer Hospital
Noida, and UPRIMS in Saifai.
“The total number of posts
of doctors in these hospitals is
1,749 but there are 718 vacancies, hence the government
has decided to hire expert doctors on contractual basis as a
stop-gap arrangement. These
doctors will be given appointment for a year or till the posts
are filled through direct recruitment,” Singh said.

The government has also
amended the rule in the
appointment of male staff nurses in government hospitals.
The cabinet also approved
a decision to purchase medicines and surgical instruments
for the Cancer Institute coming
up in CG City as per the specifications of SGPGI.
“The Cancer Institute
needs medicines which are not
available under GeM portal. As
procuring them through tender
will take time, the cabinet has
allowed procurement of these
medicines as per the specifications of SGPGI,” the
spokesman said. In other decision, the government has
approved Rs 1.25 crore for
construction of a botanical
garden and a yoga centre at Dr
Bhim
Rao
Ambedkar
University. The cabinet also
sanctioned Rs 18.48 crore for
construction of a girls’ hostel in
the name of Savitri Bai Phule
at Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar
University.
Juvenile Act: The government decided to bring in a new
juvenile law as per the directive
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ar-borne unidentified miscreants shot at a village
development officer (VDO) in
Malihabad on Tuesday morning and fled the scene unchallenged. The bullet, however,
grazed past the right elbow of
the officer, who was later
rushed to a hospital. He lodged
a case against his aunt, her
daughter and two other
unidentified persons. Police
registered a case for murderous
assault in this connection.
The victim, identified as
Sunil Kumar Rawat (30), is
presently posted at Auras in
Unnao and visited his house in
Madhwapur village of
Malihabad. Rawat told the
police that he had gone to field
in the morning on a bike. “I

C

had to see the field which is in
my name. When I was parking
my bike, a car reached the
scene. My aunt Shanti Devi, her
daughter Neetu and two
unidentified persons were sitting in the car. My aunt hurriedly got down and asked the
miscreants to shoot me. One of
the miscreants opened fire but

the bullet grazed past my right
elbow. Later, Shanti and others
sped off,” he alleged.
Rawat further said that he
had a land dispute with Shanti
and alleged that she wanted to
get me killed. “The attack was
pre-planned. Luckily, the bullet missed the target,” he said.
“We are planning to conduct raids to nab the miscreants,” the police said.
“Rawat and Shanti are
fighting a land dispute case in
court and the matter is sub
judice. We are investigating
the case,” sub-inspector
Musheer Alam, who is the
investigating officer, said.
Police spokesman SB
Shukla said a case under section 307 of IPC was registered
against Shanti, Neetu and two
other miscreants.

and law framed by the Centre.
“The new law will specify the
punishment and categorise the
offences. In the new law, district magistrates will review the
juvenile cases after every three
months,” the spokesman said.
The government also
decided to give the benefit of
stamp duty and registration
waiver on transfer of 589.35
acres of land to the Airport
Authority of India (AAI) for
construction of international
airport in Kushinagar. The
cabinet has authorised Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath to
take other decisions regarding
the Kushinagar international
airport.
“The government also
approved appointment of
retired employees in Jal Nigam
on the vacant posts till the new
appointments are made. There
are 90 vacant posts which will
be filled by retired employees
till Public Service Commission
clears the appointment,” the
spokesman said, adding that
this decision was taken to
ensure that projects were not
hampered due staff crunch.

he Uttar Pradesh government said on Tuesday the
construction of the over 290km-long
Bundelkhand
Expressway, a four-lane controlled access highway linking
the backward region in the
state to the national capital,
will start in October.
The expressway will have
connectivity to the AgraLucknow Expressway and the
Agra-Noida Expressway.
Briefing reporters after a
meeting of the state cabinet
chaired by Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, Additional
Chief Secretary (Information)
and
UP
Expressways
Industrial Development
Authority CEO Awanish
Awasthi said the project will
be completed in 30 months.
He said 90 per cent of the land
needed for the project has
been acquired and acquisition
of the remaining 10 per cent
would be completed in two
months.
“The land of farmers have
been acquired at four times
the existing rate,” he added.
The expressway will start
from Jhansi and will pass
through the state’s most backward districts like Chitrakoot,
also a religious and tourist
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Kalanidhi Naithani on
night terminated
StwoSPMonday
constables, including constable Alok Pratap Singh, who
had shot to infamy due to his
involvement in the gold loot
case in 2006.
Police spokesman AK
Dwivedi said Alok Pratap
Singh was terminated after his
involvement in the gold loot
case was ascertained. “Alok
moved court against his termination order and got the
job on a court’s order.
Recently, his involvement was
established in the Hazratganj
firing incident in which two
brothers Shahid Jafri and
Namwar Jafri were shot at following a land dispute,” he
said. Dwivedi said Alok Pratap
was re-terminated by the SSP
on Monday night. “Alok
Pratap was maligning the
image of Lucknow police by
his bad deeds and did not

mend his ways despite stern
warnings,” he said. He added
that the SSP had warned the
cops to work with dedication
as no laxity would be tolerated. “Another constable Surya
Prasad was also terminated as
he was absent from duty for
the last 20 years,” he said.
Constable Alok Pratap
Singh is said to be a close lieutenant of a politician of East
UP and took to property dealing during his early days in
service. He later took to crime
and was warned by the police
chiefs in the past as well.
In 2006, his name surfaced in a gold loot case when
the team started investigations and the needle of suspicion turned to him. With
enough evidence of his
involvement in the case, he
was terminated. By then, he
had secured patronage of the
East UP politician and started building fortune in real
estate.
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spot, Banda, Hamirpur,
Auraiya and Jalaun. From
Jalaun, it will go to Etawah
and reach Naseempur via

Bateshwar in Agra before joining the Agra-Lucknow
Expressway. The expressway
will reduce the travel time
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n a tragic incident, two members of a family died while
Ithree
others, including two
children, injured after their
car was hit by a speeding truck
in Kakori on Tuesday afternoon. The deceased were identified as Kamaal (40) and her
mother Husn Jahan, both of
Lakdimandi area in Saadatganj.
The injured were identified as
Kamaal's wife Ruby (40) and
her two children Bilal (8) and
Sumaiyya (20).
Investigating officer Ajay
Shukla said the family was
going to Mohaan for some
work. “Kamaal was driving the
car. When they reached
Ibrahimganj village, a truck
coming from opposite direc-

tion collided with the car,”
Shukla said. He said the front
portion of the car was badly
damaged and the occupants got
trapped inside. “On being
informed, we reached the scene
and pulled the victims out of
the car. All of them were grievously. They were rushed to
KGMU Trauma Centre where
Kamaal was declared brought
dead,” Shukla said, adding that
Husn Jahan died during treatment. Police spokesman SB
Shukla said the truck driver
fled the scene abandoning the
vehicle at the site. “The incident
took place around 3.30 pm on
Tuesday. Police have seized
the truck and are tracking
down the errant driver,” he said,
adding that an FIR would be
registered after a complaint
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ejas Express, the much touted
train will soon be on tracks.
T
IRCTC, which was tasked with
running the train on private basis,
got a green signal from Railway
Board on Monday evening.
“We got a letter of confirmation and also the time slot on
Monday evening. The train will
depart from Lucknow Junction
(NER) everyday at 6.10 am and at
4.30 pm on the next day from New
Delhi railway station. Presently,
one rake of the train will be run.
We are discussing the modalities
of running the train,” regional
manager, IRCTC Ashwini
Srivastava said. He said he was feeling elated on IRTCT being honoured with the responsibility to run
the most coveted train. The officer said they were planning to run
the train at the earliest. Tejas will
be the fastest running train
between Lucknow and New Delhi
once it hits the track. It will take
six hours and ten minutes to
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octors at King George’s
Medical University on
D
Tuesday successfully carried

reach Delhi from Lucknow.
Presently, AC Express is the fastest
running train which completes the
journey in seven hours while
Shatabdi Express takes seven hours
and 20 minutes and Lucknow
Mail eight hours and 50 minutes.
The other trains between Lucknow
and Delhi like Humsafar, Gomti
Express, Faizabad-New Delhi
Express take over eight hours to
complete the trip. Sources in
IRCTC said the train was being
run under the 100 days agenda of
Central government. “The coaches in of the train will be equipped
with all modern facilities and its

journey will give a feel of travel in
foreign countries,” they said. “The
marathon task before the IRCTC
is to accommodate the Tejas
Express timing and platform from
which it will depart so that its
movement may not hinder or
delay other trains. The rake of Tejas
is already in yards at Gomti Nagar
railway station,” the sources said.
Meanwhile, DRM Sanjay Tripathi
visited the 3rd Battalion of Railway
Protection Special Force campus in
Lucknow. He inaugurated a newlyconstructed gym at the centre and
honoured the jawans who took
part in the parade.

out a liver transplant with the
organ taken from a deceased
person. A 30-year-old patient
with head injury was admitted
to KGMU. The patient from
Daliganj had met with an accident near Malihabad on August
16. He was made to go under
the knife but later, he was
declared braindead by the doctors on August 18.
“After counselling, his family agreed for organ donation.
The liver was transplanted into
a patient from Lakhimpur Kheri
suffering from liver cancer while
kidneys went to SGPGI and
corneas donated to the KGMU
eye bank,” Dr Sheetal said. The
deceased was identified as Ravi
Shanker, son
of Shyam

Kishore Rathore of Daliganj.
The family agreed to donate
organs after two rounds of
counselling by a team of
organ transplant coordinators
Peeyush Shrivastava, Kshitiz
Verma and Ashwini Kumar
Singh (MSSO). The liver was
transplanted into a 43-year-old
male patient from Lakhimpur
as he was suffering from cirrhosis of liver. Both the kidneys were allotted to SGPGI
by ROTTO.
The liver transplant team,
led by Prof Abhijit Chandra
(head
of
Surgical
Gastroenterology department),
included Dr Vivek Gupta, Dr
Pradeep Joshi, Dr Anita
Malik, Dr Mohd Parvez, Dr
BB Khushwaha, Dr Siddiqui,
Dr Manoj, Dr Tulika Chandra,
Dr Amita Jain, Dr Prashant,
and Dr Sheetal Verma.
Since this was an emer-
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ucknow University will shortly have a
cyber library, said to be one of its kind
L
in Uttar Pradesh. A senior librarian of
Tagore Library, while giving details, said
the cyber library was likely to be opened
shortly for students as construction of the
building had been completed. She said
over 600 computers would be installed in
this library which would give students
access to the e-resources for free.
She said access could be made in any
subject. “We have purchased packages as
per the demands and the recommendations made. The e-resources which have
been purchased cover subjects like business management, social sciences, sciences, Supreme Court cases online and
science subjects among others,” she
added. The senior librarian said it was the
brainchild of Vice-Chancellor SP Singh.
Students of the university will be able to
access the subjects from their homes as
well through remote access software.
“With this facility and Wi-Fi availability, the cyber library will facilitate the students in a great way,” she said.
The senior librarian said it was a misconception that the traditional concept of

library was no longer relevant. “Nothing
can match the actual reading of books and
the 5.5 lakh books in the library have constantly been in demand by both UG and
PG students. Incidentally, the library is
still following the system of students going
through the catalogue and then placing
the request for the book without being
allowed access to the stacks,” she pointed out. She said the USP of the library was
that it has a good collection of rare manuscripts, paintings, art objects, ancient
coins, thesis and research journals. The
senior librarian said they were in the
process of making an art gallery which
would be a highlight for the general public as well.
“We have several artefacts and over
400 paintings which will be showcased in
the art gallery. Some of the paintings gifted and others collected over a period of
time are quite rare,” she said.
A heritage now, Tagore Library has
a glorious history. The then Canning
College Library was converted into the
University Central Library and thus
Tagore Library came into existence with
the establishment of LU late in the year
1920. Initially, Tagore Library was located in the old Bennet Hall and rooms

between the verandah on the south–western side of the main Canning College
building (now Faculty of Arts, main building). In 1924, the library building was
expanded with the inclusion of a separate
reading room. The plan of the new
building for the library was prepared by
Griffin, a noted architect, and was
explained in detail to the members of the

between New Delhi and
Chitrakoot to six hours, once
the expressway is thrown open
to the public.
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Library Committee on December 10,
1935. The model for the two-storeyed
building was placed in the old library for
students and staff to make any suggestions
for improvement or innovation. However,
there was inordinate delay in approving
the plan, which hit rough weather for
some time. The main architect, Griffin
died in the meantime. The foundation
stone of the new building (present building) was laid by then Chancellor Sir Harry
Haig in March 1937, but the start of construction work took quite some time.
After the death of Griffin, Narwekar was
assigned the responsibility for architectural portion and supervision of the work on
payment of a sum of Rs 2,000.
A sum of Rs 1,50,000 had been set
apart for its construction by the university. It took a couple of years in completing the building. Then Chancellor Sir M
Hallet inaugurated the new library building on April 2, 1941. He referred to the
great importance of a library in a modern university life as well as in national
life. Later on, the present library building
was extended and the extended portion
was inaugurated during the golden jubilee
function on March 9, 1972, by then
President of India VV Giri.

gency case, Dr Atin and Dr
Wahid from Pathology department arranged timely investigations while Dr VS Narain &
Dr Gaurav Chaudhary from
Cardiology department and
Dr Suryakant and Dr Darshan
Bajaj from Pulmonary department and Dr OP Singh from
Community Medicine department gave necessary critical
medical support for transplant. The team included doctors from Delhi Max Hospital
— Dr Rajesh Dey and Dr
Shweta among others. Overall,
50 staff members of Surgical
Gastroenterology department
worked for 48 hours to make
this mammoth exercise a
success. “The surgery started
around 10 pm on August 19
and ended at 12 pm on
August 20. The recipient is
doing fine at present,” doctors
said.

was lodged in this connection.
Doctors at the Trauma
Centre said the condition of the
injured was critical and they
were admitted to ICU.
Meanwhile, a girl ended
her life at her house in Banthra
on Tuesday. Reports said
Ashiqui (21) of Bhatgaon village was found hanging from
a door frame with a dupatta
tied around her neck. Police
said the girl had been undergoing treatment at a mental
hospital for the last two years
and was staying indoors due to
her illness. “Her father is a
farmer. She was spotted hanging around 8.30 am on
Tuesday. We have sent the
body for autopsy. No suicide
note was recovered from the
scene,” the police said.
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ld enmity led to sensational attack on a family in
Baghpat where a 42-year-old
woman was killed while her
brother critically injured. Local
police claimed to have launched
a manhunt for the assailants.
Reports said Pradeep aka
Guddu, who resided in Hilwadi
hamlet of Baghpat, was having
some old dispute with his
cousin Kala. According to
reports, on the occasion of
Raksha Bandhan, his elder sister Rekha, wife of Satpal, and
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younger daughter Anju married
to Pappu (hailing from Shamli)
visited his house and stayed
back. On Monday evening,
Guddu, along with both sisters
and their husbands, went to
their field to see the crop. When
they were having dinner, they
were suddenly attacked by some
villagers with whom they had an
old enmity. The villagers
opened a burst of fire in which
both Rekha and Pappu sustained grievous injuries.
Others somehow rushed to
take shelter in a nearby house to
save their lives. When the firing
stopped, they reached the spot
and with the help of villagers,
both the injured were shifted to
hospital where Rekha was pronounced dead upon arrival
while the condition of Pappu
was said to be critical.
Local police rushed to the
spot and claimed that Pappu’s
cousin Kala led the attack along
with four of his kin and they had
launched a manhunt for
them after registering a case in
this regard.

Meanwhile, in a separate
case in Ferozabad, a teenage
couple allegedly committed suicide after their family members
opposed their affair. Reports
said Lalita aka Lata, a 19-yearold girl hailing from Alampur
Kaleta Nagla hamlet of Basai
Mohamedpur in Ferozabad, was
in love with Anil Kumar Lodhi,
a resident of the same village.
When the family members of
Lata learnt of the affair, they
opposed it and refused to let her
step out.
Reports further said that
Anil was working in a sweet
shop in New Delhi and on last
Friday morning, Lata told her
family members that she was
going to see a ‘prabhat pheri’ in
the village.
However, she did not return
and went missing. She reportedly eloped with her boyfriend.
According to her family members, Lata called them and told
them that she was in New Delhi
along with Anil and they had
got married.
However, on Tuesday
morning, local villagers saw
two bodies hanging from a tree
outside the village. They
informed the police, who with
the help of documents recovered from the pocket, identified
the victims as Anil and Lata.
The cops informed their
family members who also ascertained their identities. The
police sent the bodies for the
post-mortem and were making
further investigations.
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enior Congress leaders, including
state president Raj Babbar, paid rich
Stributes
to former Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi on his 75th birth
anniversary on Tuesday and recalled
his contribution to the nation.
The Congressmen, led by Babbar,
garlanded Rajiv’s statue on Kalidas
Marg and at Rajeev Chowk in Mall
Avenue. Later, Babbar proceeded to
Amberganj crossing and inaugurated
a free medical clinic run by party
office-bearers through an NGO. The
clinic will continue to run and free
medicines will be made available to
poor patients.
According to Congress spokesman
Mukesh Chauhan, fruits were distributed among the patients in all government hospitals of the state capital and
a seminar highlighting the achievements and contribution of Rajiv
Gandhi was also held at the UPCC
headquarters in the afternoon.
Chauhan said a blood donation
camp was organised by Youth
Congress leaders while a free medical
camp was also organised in Dalits’
hamlets by party leaders. The Sewa
Dal members carried out plantation
drives across the state while food was
distributed at Women Protection
Home in Moti Nagar and in some
other shelter homes in the state
capital.
‘Rajiv Sandesh Yatra’ was taken out
from Alambagh and it culminated at
the UPCC office in the evening.
Senior leaders, including MLA
Aradhna Mishra ‘Mona’, Amarnath
Agarwal, Virendra Madan, Vinod
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Mishra and RP Singh, participated in
the day-long programme.
Remembering Rajiv Gandhi on his
birth anniversary, Babbar said that
besides bringing about telecom revolution and panchayati raj system etc,
Rajiv was also remembered for his
extraordinary personality and contribution to nation-building and for
spreading the message of brotherhood.
Babbar said Congress also remembered the former Prime Minister for
his dream to make India a formidable

force in the 21st century as he focused
on technology and education, giving
a voice to the disenfranchised.
The UP Congress workers and
leaders attended a grand function of
the party at Indira Gandhi Indoor
Stadium in New Delhi and on the
direction of general secretary and
incharge of UP (East) Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, they will also hold a
general awareness test on August 25.
With 2022 Assembly elections in
sight, Priyanka is trying to tap the

minds of youngsters, hence the topic
of the test is ‘Mai Yuva Hoon, Mera Bhi
Koi Sapna Hai’ (I am young, and I also
have some dreams). With this test, the
Congress will try to get queries from
youngsters on whether the present
government led by Narendra Modi can
fulfill their dreams and whether they
will get jobs under the current scenario
in the country. The test will also help
the party reach out to those youngsters
who will vote for the first time either
in 2022 or 2024.
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Lucknow (PNS): Liquor
shop-owners in Uttar Pradesh
are apparently at the receiving
end of police checking drives.
The raids at model shops and
desi liquor shops have hit
their business. A number of
liquor shop-owners from different districts of Uttar
Pradesh have asked Lucknow
Liquor Association (LLA) to
petition their grievances to
senior officials of Excise
department. To pursue their
case, LLA office-bearers met
the excise commissioner on
Monday.
“We are receiving complaints from sellers from
Hardoi,
Shahjahanpur,
Rampur, Barabanki, Rampur,
Unnao, Bijnore and other districts. We even got complaints
from liquor shop-owners in
Lucknow,” LLA general secretary KL Maurya said.
He said a delegation led by
him met excise commissioner
P Guru Prasad on Monday
and handed over a memorandum of their demands. “The
complaints are mainly from
smaller districts in UP. During
checking drives, cops misbehave with the shop-owners
and salesmen and harass the
customers. As a result, there
has been a dip in the number
of customers visiting the liquor
shops. Some of the shop-own-

ers complained that customers
stopped visiting their shops
due to police checkings,”
Maurya said. He added that
the shop-owners faced losses
in the past few months.
“Since the Barabanki incident, in which some persons
had died allegedly after consuming spurious liquor, the
police have intensified checking as per the instructions of
the government. We have no
problems due to checking but
it should be aimed at finding
out irregularities, and not at
harassing the shop-owners
and customers,” he said.
Maurya said he apprised
the excise commissioner of
police highhandedness in the
name of checking and the
losses suffered as a result and
the latter assured him help.
The LLA had urged the
Excise department to provide
adequate quantity of popular
brands of liquor to the shopowners. He said the shopowners found guilty of irregularities were being sent to jail
in criminal cases.
“The decision to send
licenced liquor shop-owners to
jails in criminal cases on being
found guilty of irregularities is
the harshest measure in the
history and we have demanded revocation of the order in
this regard,” he said.
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Director of Postal Services KK Yadav said on Tuesday
that the Postal department was organising a letter writing
competition, ‘Dhai Akhar’, on the 150th birth anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi and the winner will be able to win Rs
50,000. He said Mahatma Gandhi always had a great connect with letters and the Postal department was organising a national-level letter writing competition whose topic
was ‘Bapu Aap Amar Hain’. He said the letters could be written in English and Hindi. “These letters have to be put in
a pre-decided letter box in the cities at the Postal department offices and in the rural areas, they can be handed over
to the post masters,” he added.
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General manager of
Modern Coach Factory
(Rae Bareli) Suneet
Sharma on Monday
inaugurated
the
Integrated Solution for
High Capacity Bogie
Assembly Line installed
at bogie shop in MCF.
This line has a capacity of producing one bogie in every
60 minutes and 5,400 bogies in a year.
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day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi flagged the
A
issue of Pakistan’s rhetoric over
Jammu and Kashmir during his
telephonic conversation with
US President Donald Trump,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
on Tuesday held talks with his
US counterpart Mark T Esper
on the phone and raised the
issue of cross-border terrorism.
The US Defence Secretary
termed abrogation of special
status under Article 370 for
Jammu and Kashmir as internal matter of India.
Congratulating Esper over
his appointment as the new
Defence Secretary, Singh raised
the issue of cross-border terrorism directed against India,
officials said. Singh also conveyed to Esper that issues relat-

ing to abrogation of provisions of Article 370 of the
Constitution are internal matters of India.
He also said the steps to
remove Article 370 are aimed
at improving growth and economic development, democracy and prosperity for the people of Jammu and Kashmir.
“The US secretary of
defence appreciated India’s position that the recent developments in Jammu and Kashmir
are internal matter of India. He
hoped that any issue between
India and Pakistan will be
resolved bilaterally,” defence
ministry officials said later.
Both the Ministers
expressed happiness at the significant progress in bilateral
defence cooperation and reaffirmed their commitment to
strengthen and deepen the
relations further. They
exchanged views on a range of
issues related to military-tomilitary cooperation, defence
policy, R&D cooperation,
defence trade, technology and
industrial cooperation.
Earlier in the day, in an
apparent reference to the
Balakot air strikes to destroy
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nion Minister for Housing
and Urban Affairs
U
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Tuesday said the target of
‘Housing for All’ under
Pradhan Mantri Awas YojanaUrban (PMAY-Urban)will be
achieved in 2020, two years
before the deadline. The
Minister said that under the
PMAY-Urban, 24 lakh houses
have so far been handed over
to beneficiaries and the number will soon reach 50 lakh.
There are 48 lakh houses
which are currently grounded,

but this number will also rise
to 75 lakh, Puri told reporters
on the sidelines of an event.
“We had decided to build
one crore houses by 2022. We
have already sanctioned around
84 lakh houses and I am fully
confident that by the end of this
year, the entire one crore houses will be sanctioned,” the minister said.
“We have also received
additional assessment demand
of constructing 12 lakh more
houses...The target of 2022 will
be achieved in in early 2020,” he
added.
The minister exuded confidence that government will be
able to fast track completion
work of houses under the
PMAY (Urban). Addressing
the 15th National Convention
of NAREDCO, Puri said the
enactment of real estate law -RERA, “builder-politician
nexus” has been broken, and
that home-buyers will no longer
be at the mercy of anyone.
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terrorist infrastructure there,
Singh said here the offensive
action by the IAF spoke volumes about the “reach and
lethality” of the armed forces.
The IAF had carried out the
strikes in February in retaliation after 40 Central Reserve
Police Force(CRPF)personnel
were killed in a suicide attack
in Pulwama.
“We are all aware that the
Indian (Air) Force is a techno-

logically advanced and extremely potent force. The recent
offensive strikes against terrorist outfits in our neighbourhood
speak volumes about the reach
and lethality of the formidable
arm of the Indian armed forces,”
Singh said in his address at an
IAF seminar here on indigenization and modernisation.
The minister also
announced that test facilities of
the government and services

New Delhi: Stressing the need for faster modernisation of the
IAF, Air Chief BS Dhanoa on Tuesday said the force is still flying the 44-year-old MiG-21 fighter jets when “nobody is driving
cars of that vintage”. He said this in the presence of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh during a seminar on modernisation and
indigenisation. The Air Chief said the basic version of the fighter jet will be phased out this year. “Hopefully, I will fly the last
sortie in September, subject to visibility,” he said. The aircraft
was in service for decades because of the overhauling using
Indian-made components. “Over 95 per cent of components
required in overhauling is made in India. The Russians are not
flying the MiG but we are because we have overhaul facilities,”
he said. The MIG-21s were inducted into the IAF in the early
70s and several aviation experts besides services personnel were
for last many years stressing the need for phasing out the jet. More
than 100 MiG-21s were upgraded in 2006 to MiG-21 Bison with
powerful multi-mode radar, better avionics and communications
systems. Dhanoa has flown the MiG-21. In May 2017, he led a
four-aircraft ‘Missing Man’ formation in honour of the servicemen killed during the Kargil conflict.
PNS
will be opened for the private
sector. It was a long pending
demand of the industry to
provide level playing field in
defence manufacturing. Singh

said a formal government
order will be issued shortly to
various bottlenecks in the way
of using testing facilities by private entities.
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the backdrop of RSS head
Bhagwat again stirIringnMohan
the reservation debate,
the chiefs of the ruling National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
constituents, Republican Party
of India (RPI)’s Ramdas
Athawale and Lok Janshakti
Paty (LJP)’s Ram Vilas Paswan,
on Tuesday, dismissed any discussion on the issue saying “
there is no need for it”.
Both the Dalit leaders, who
are also Union Ministers,
asserted that reservation was a
“Constitutional right” and there
was no case for re-revisiting the
subject.
Dalit group Bhim Army
leader Chandrashekhar Azad
also joined issue challenging
the RSS chief to an open debate
on the issue of reservation
even as he sought a discussion
on the abolition of caste system which, he said, has “hollowed out” the country.
Catering to the exclusive
Dalit constituency, Paswan said
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has reiterated it many
times that it cannot be tampered with. “There is no need
for any debate on reservation.
This is now available even to
the upper castes poor so it is
impossible that it will be
ended,” he told reporters.
Paswan, however, did not react
directly to Bhagwat’s comments, saying he had not got
details of his remarks.
“Opposition parties are
trying to fuel a controversy. But
I believe their lies are not
going to cut ice with the people,” Paswan claimed.
Union minister and RPI
leader Ramdas Athawale also
rejected the need for a debate
on reservation in the country
and said the Modi government should not be perceived
as anti-Dalit.
Addressing a press conference in Kolkata, Athawale also
said reservation has been pro-
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vided by the Constitution and
no one can take it away from
the backward section of the
society. “Whatever Mohan
Bhagwatji had said the RSS has
clarified it. I want to assure the
Dalits of this country that
there is no question of debate
or rethinking on the issue of
reservation.
The RSS on Monday dismissed as “needless” the row
over Bhagwat’s remarks, asserting that he merely stressed on
the need for mutual talks in
harmony within society to
address any issue.
Azad claimed that 54 per
cent of the people belonging to
Scheduled Castes do not own
any land in the country, while
a particular caste dominates
and enjoys all privileges. “He
(Bhagwat) wants the issue to be
discussed among those who are
against reservation. I challenge
him to hold a debate in front of
the media and all concerned.
We want to tell people about all
that we (Dalits) have suffered
because of the caste system. He
should come armed with all
statistics,” Chandrashekhar
said.
Bhagwat on Sunday said
there should be conversation
on reservation between those
who are in its favour and those
who are against it. The RSS
head hit a similar controversy
when BJP was in the thick of
Bihar electoral contest in 2015.
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he Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to hear a
T
plea of Facebook Inc for transfer of cases related to demands
for linking of social media
profiles of users with Aadhaar
number, pending before the
high courts of Madras, Bombay
and Madhya Pradesh to the
apex court.
The top court issued notice
to the Centre, Google, Twitter,
YouTube and others and sought
their response by September 13.
A bench of justices Deepak
Gupta and Aniruddha Bose
said the notices to unserved
parties should be sent through
e-mail.
The bench said the hearing
in cases related to linkage of
social media user profiles with
12-digit Aadhaar number, the
Biometric Unique Identity,
pending before the Madras

High Court will continue but
no final order will be passed.
Attorney General KK
Venugopal, appearing for the
Tamil Nadu government told the
bench that the Madras High
Court has conducted 18 hearings
so far and it should be allowed
to conclude the argument and
deliver the verdict in the cases.
Senior advocates Mukul
Mohatgi and Kapil Sibal,
appearing for Facebook and
instant messaging app
WhatsApp, respectively, said
whether service providers can
be asked to share data with
probe agencies to help them in
criminal investigation needs to
be decided by the apex court as
it will have a global effect.
They said that both
Facebook and WhatsApp are
international companies having
their operation in over 150
countries and any findings by
the Madras High Court would

have a bearing on their global
operations.
Venugopal referred to the
Blue Whale game and said
several young lives were lost
due to directions given by the
curator.
He said governments did
not get any clue about the
curator in the Blue Whale game
and therefore it is necessary to
find out who is the originator
of such messages on social
media which are defamatory,
terror-oriented or fake news.
Both Facebook and
WhatsApp told the bench that
Blue Whale game has nothing
to do with their platforms and
if data is shared with third parties, it will be a breach of privacy.
To this, the bench said it
seems to be a conflict between
right to privacy and right to
govern the country and the
court has to maintain a balance
between the two.

eeking to allay apprehensions,
the Union Home Ministry on
STuesday
said non-inclusion of a person’s name in the final list of NRC
does not by itself amount to him or
her being declared a foreigner. It
assured that adequate arrangements
have been made for appeal against it.
The ministry also said it will
amend the rules to increase the time
limit of filing of appeals in foreigners tribunals (FTs) from 60 to 120
days for those who would be excluded from the final National Register
of Citizens, a list of Assam’s residents
to be published on August 31.
The decisions were taken at a
high-level meeting chaired by
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
and attended by Assam Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and
others here on Monday. In a statement, the ministry said under the
provisions of Foreigners Act 1946
and Foreigners (Tribunals) Order
1964, only foreigners tribunals are
empowered to declare a person for-

eigner. “Thus, non-inclusion of a
person’s name in NRC does not by
itself amount to him/her being
declared as a foreigner,” it said.
In order to facilitate the persons
excluded from NRC, adequate
number of such tribunals is being
established at convenient locations.
“It has been decided that state government would also make arrangements to provide legal aid to the
needy people amongst those excluded from NRC. As it may not be possible for all those excluded from
final NRC to file the appeal within
the prescribed time, the MHA will
amend the rules to increase the present time limit of filing of appeals
in FTs from 60 days to 120 days
regarding exclusion from final
NRC,” the statement said.
At the meeting, it was also
decided that adequate arrangements will be made by the state government to provide full opportunity to people excluded from the NRC
list to appeal. “Every individual,
whose name does not figure in the
final NRC, can represent his/her
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hile on the one hand the
Centre is taking all efforts
to ensure early detection of leprosy cases given that the disease
is 100% curable, on the other,
there still exists at least 108 discriminatory laws-three Union
Laws and 105 State laws-against persons affected by the
disease. Though the number of
leprosy cases have steadily
declined worldwide, an estimated 2,00,000 cases continue
to be reported every year, with
India accounting for more than

W

a half mainly because of the
prevalent stigma associated
with the disease.
Taking the matter with the
Union Ministers of Law and
Justice and Social Justice and
Empowerment, Ravi Shankar
Prasad and Thaawarchand
Gehlot respectively, Dr Harsh
Vardhan, Union Minister for
Health and Family Welfare on
Tuesday wrote a letter to the
two Union Ministers as well as
to the States urging them to
amend the existing discriminatory laws against persons
affected with leprosy.
“A leprosy affected person
after treatment does not transmit the disease agent. Hence,
there exists no justification for
the continued stigmatization of
the persons affected by leprosy,”
Dr Harsh Vardhan pointed
out.
“It will be a befitting tribute to the Father of the Nation

on his 150th Birth Anniversary
if we can expedite the process
and introduce in Parliament
the
Elimination
of
Discrimination against Persons
Affected by Leprosy (EDPAL)
Bill, which was drafted by the
Law Commission of India”, the
Minister said as he recalled that
the Global Leprosy Strategy,
2016 - 2020 target is to reduce
the number of countries with
laws allowing discrimination
on the ground of leprosy to
zero.
The Minister’s letter comes
months after the Lok Sabha
passed a Bill doing away with
leprosy as grounds for divorce.
Gandhi Peace Prize winner
and the World Health
Organization
Goodwill
Ambassador for Leprosy
Elimination Yohei Sasakawa
too had recently stressed that
discriminatory laws against
people with leprosy that still

exists in India need to go
immediately.
Dr Harsh Vardhan has also
shot off a letter to the Chief
Ministers of 23 States/UTs
including
Andhra
Pradesh/Telangana, Karnataka,
Tamil
Nadu,
Odisha,
Goa/Daman & Diu, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Sikkim, Meghalaya, Haryana,
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Assam, Maharashtra,
Bihar, Puducherry, Delhi,
Rajasthan and North Eastern
Region and Governor of J&K
to work for the amendments of
the existing discriminatory
laws against the sector.
On its part, the Union
Health Ministry has initiated
various measures under the
National Leprosy Eradication
Programme (NLEP) to control
leprosy such as Leprosy Case
Detection Campaign (LCDC)
(specific for high endemic dis-

tricts), Focussed Leprosy
Campaign (for hot spots i.e.,
rural and urban areas), special
plan for case detection in hard
to reach areas, ASHA based
Sur veillance for Leprosy
Suspects (ABSULS) that have
contributed to early case detection.
“Moreover, leprosy has
become fully curable by MultiDrug Therapy (MDT), being
available free of cost at all the
government health care facilities,” said Dr Harsh Vardhan.
Welcoming the Ministry’s
initiative, Sasakawa - India
Leprosy Foundation (S-ILF)
Executive Director, Dr Vineeta
Shanker said that the passage of
the Edpal bill will be a huge
step forward in removing any
legal basis for discrimination
and will also help to change
mindsets and social perception
about the disease which is fully
curable.

case in front of the appellate authority i.e. Foreigner tribunals,” it said.
The Citizenship (Registration of
Citizens and Issue of National
Identity Cards) Rules, 2003 are
also being amended accordingly.
When the draft NRC was published on July 30, 2018, there was a
huge controversy over the exclusion
of 40.7 lakh people from it. The
draft NRC included the names of
2.9 crore people out of the total 3.29
crore applications. In the list published in June 2019, over a lakh
more people were excluded. The
final list of the NRC will be published on August 31.
The Supreme Court-monitored
NRC exercise, aimed at identifying
illegal immigrants in the state that
borders Bangladesh, was carried out
only in Assam, which faced influx
of people from Bangladesh since the
early 20th century. When the NRC
was first prepared in Assam in 1951,
the state had 80 lakh citizens.
According to the 2011 census,
Assam’s total population is over 3.11
crore.

JP president Amit Shah held a meeting on
Tuesday with senior party leaders, including
B
Union Ministers, who have been assigned key
responsibilities for assembly polls in four States
of Maharashtra, Hraryana, Jharkahand and Delhi
as they reviewed election preparedness in these
states and discussed campaign strategy.
The election are expected to be slated later
this year in Maharashtra, Haryana and Jharkand
and in Delhi early next year.
Union ministers Prakash Javadekar and
Narendra Singh Tomar, who are the BJP’s election
in-charge for Delhi and Haryana respectively, and
party general secretary Bhupender Yadav and vice
president Om Mathur were among those who
attended the meeting.
Yadav and Mathur
are poll in-charges for Maharashtra and Jharkhand
respectively.
BJP working president J P Nadda and its
newly appointed general secretary (organization)
B L Santosh also attended the deliberations.
BJP general secretary Anil Jain, also the
organisational in-charge for Haryana, said the leaders reviewed strategy and programme for the elections.
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he NIA has initiated an
enquiry into allegations of
T
attempted extortion by three
officials of the agency during a
probe into the terror funding
by Pakisan-based Falah-eInsaniyat Foundation, a front
run by Lashkar-e-Tayyaba chief
Hafiz Sayeed of 26/11 Mumbai
terror attack infamy.
“In this matter, a complaint
of misconduct was received by
NIA. An enquiry into the allegations is being conducted by a
DIG rank officer. In the meantime three concerned officials
have been transferred out to
ensure a fair probe,” NIA
spokesperson said in a statement.

The three officials under
the scanner include an SP rank
officer, one Assistant SubInspector of BSF on deputation
to the NIA and a finger print
expert National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) also on deputation to the counter-terrorism
probe agency.
The allegation against
them is that they had demanded Rs two crore bribe from a
Delhi-based businessman
under the NIA scanner in the
FIF terror funding case for not
naming him as a conspirator in
the case, sources said.
The complaint against the
trio was received by the NIA
about a month back and they
were transferred out on August

14, the sources said.
The complaint originated
from an agency official who
was contacted by a friend of the
businessman who was allegedly being sought to be blackmailed, they added.
This is the first instance
wherein such an instance of
alleged blackmailing by the premier counter-terrorism probe
agency has come to the fore.
The Parliament recently
empowered the NIA by enacting amendments to the Act
strengthening the powers of the
agency. The Unlawful activities
(Prevention) Act was also
amended recently wherein the
NIA is empowered to declare
individuals as terrorists.
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Jammu/New Delhi: Senior
Congress leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad was stopped at the Jammu
airport on Tuesday and sent
back to Delhi, a party leader
said, the second time in a
month the former Chief
Minister was not allowed to
visit Jammu & Kashmir.
"Azad sahib had arrived
from Delhi at around 2.45 pm
and was not allowed to move
out from the airport and
forcibly sent back in a return
flight to Delhi at 4.10 pm," state
Congress chief spokesperson
Ravinder Sharma told PTI.
The leader of Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha was not
allowed to go home or attend
the party meeting at state
Congress headquarters either,
Azad's close aides said.
The Congress leader will
return back to Delhi in the
evening through a GoAir flight.
Earlier on August 8, Azad
was briefly detained and sent
back from the Srinagar airport
after the administration
imposed restrictions following
the Centre's move to scrap the
state's special status and bifur-

cate it into Union territories.
"It is unfortunate that he
(Azad) is not allowed into his
home state in the past two
weeks," Sharma said. "He is the
former Chief Minister of
Jammu and Kashmir, member
of Rajya Sabha from the state
and leader of the Opposition in
Rajya Sabha."
The Congress spokesperson said Azad just wanted to
come and meet some people to
know about the prevailing situation.
"Denying him permission
shows that how the mainstream
national party is not being
allowed to interact and discuss
the current situation," he said,
adding that the Congress and its
leaders were not "trouble-makers" that the State was behaving
like this.
PTI

fter 25 days of uncertainty, Karnataka Chief
Minister BS Yediyurappa on
Tuesday expanded his Cabinet
by inducting 17 members with
a major share to his Lingayat
community, a BJP voter base
in Karnataka. Apart from
Chief Minister Yediyurappa,
there were seven MLAs from
the Lingayat community who
took oath as Cabinet Ministers
in the hour-long ceremony
held at R ajbhavan with
Governor Vaju Bhai vala
administering the oath of
secrecy to the new Cabinet
Ministers. In this, Lakshman
Savadi is not a member of any
house.
In
his
Cabinet,
Yediyurappa has kept the caste
matrix in mind with seven out
of 17 belonging to Lingayats
and 3 to Vokkaligas. There are
4 Ministers from the SC/ST
community, 2 OBCs and 1
Brahmin Minister. 4 MLAs
from Bengaluru have also
been allotted ministerial
berths.
Staunch RSS worker
Suresh Kumar, a Brahmin
from Bengaluru, made it to
the
Cabinet.
Three
Vokkaligas, R Ashok, CN
Ashwathanarayana and CT
Ravi have also been inducted
into the new Cabinet. Govind
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M Karjol, Prabhu Chavan and
Independent legislator H
Nagesh are from the Dalit
community in the Ministry
and account for nearly 25 per
cent of the State's 6.5 crore
population. B Sreeramulu,
from the Valmiki community,
is also part of the Ministry.
MLA Shashikala Jolle is the
lone woman Minister in the
Cabinet.
Now 16 seats out of 34 are
vacant as the BJP had assured
the disqualified MLAs from
the Congress and JD(S) that
they would be rewarded for
their help in forming the
Government. However, it was
not a smooth affair for
Yediyurappa who had to face
the wrath of some senior
MLAs in the party who have
abstained and openly

expressed their dissatisfaction.
BJP MLAs, including
ministerial
aspirants
Balachandra Jarkhiholi,
Murugesh Nirani, MP
Renukacharya, Basangouda
Patil Yatnal, Umesh Katti, GH
Thippareddy, and Goolihatti
Shekhar have missed the
swearing-in ceremony and
openly expressed their displeasure.
The coastal region of the
state where the BJP has a big
following has one representative in the cabinet with MLC
Kota Srinivas Poojary a member of the large backward
caste Billava community.
In a clear sign of the BJP
rewarding legislators who
helped the party pull down the
coalition Government last

?C8

month, Bangalore MLA Dr C
N Ashwathnarayan, a
Vokkaliga, who played a key
role in moving rebel Congress
and JD(S) MLAs to Mumbai
for defection has been given a
Cabinet
berth.
The
Independent MLA from
Mulbagal in Kolar H Nagesh,
a Dalit, who has also defected to the BJP by quitting his
Cabinet position in the coalition Government is being
inducted.
The BJP veterans in the
Cabinet are Basavaraj
Bommai, Jagadish Shettar
(former chief Minister) , V
Somanna, CC Patil, Laxman
Savadi. The former JDU
leader JC Madhuswamy, a
Lingayat, who played a crucial
role in the legislature to guide
the BJP to a trust vote victo-

ry, is also in the cabinet. The
Dalit leader Govind Karjol, KS
Eshwarappa a backward caste
Kuruba leader, R Ashoka and
C T Ravi both Vokkaligas,
Suresh Kumar a Brahmin,
and Bellary’s B Sreeramulu
from a Scheduled Tribe are the
other BJP veterans in the
Yediyurappa Ministry. Prabhu
Chavan, a Dalit MLA is a new
inductee along with the lone
woman Minister Shashikala
Jolle.
Supporters of Hosadurga
BJP MLA Goolihatti Shekhar
staged protest at Hosadurga in
Chitradurga district over
denial of the ministerial berth
to their leader. Meanwhile,
another senior BJP MLA
Umesh Katti expressed displeasure over missing out on
Cabinet berth. He said he
was ignored even though he
was a senior party leader. BJP
MLA S Angara from Sullia
(Dakshina Kannada) is one
among several sulking leaders
upset over not considered for
ministership.
Expressing his displeasure he said that the people
of his constituency had hopes
of him becoming a Minister.
"I have worked hard for the
party and followed all set
principles but if those would
not turn meritorious, then I
don't know what to do," he
said. The six-time MLA was
speculated to become

Minister, filling in the slot for
a Dalit Minister.
Yediyurappa, who took
oath as Chief Minister on July
26
and
proved
his
Government's majority on
the floor of the Assembly on
July 29. Narayan, Swamy,
Chauhan and Jolle have
become Ministers for the first
time.
Yediyurappa became the
BJP's first Chief Minister in
south India after the party
came to power for the first
time on its own with a simple
majority in May 2008. He,
however, was forced to resign
on July 31, 2011 after being
indicted by the Lokayuktha,
the State anti-corruption body,
for his alleged role in the
multi-crore mining scam that
rocked the southern state for
a decade between 2001-11.
Jagdish Shettar was the BJP's
third Chief Minister from
September 2012 to May 2013,
when the party was in power
for the first time between
2008 and 2013. He has also
been inducted as a Cabinet
Minister.
Union Minister of
Chemicals and Fertilisers DV
Sadananda Gowda was the
second BJP Chief Minister in
the State from August 2011 to
September 2012. Gowda is a
two-time Lok Sabha member
from Bangalore North constituency.
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Kochi: A Kerala nun, who
supported a protest against a
Bishop accused of rape,
Tuesday accused a Catholic
priest of Mananthavady diocese
of using social media platform
to "humiliate" her.
Sister Lucy Kalappura
alleged that the priest, who is
part of PRO team of the
Mananthavady diocese of the
Catholic Church, posted the
CCTV visual of media persons
visiting her in the convent in
the social media platforms to
"humiliate" her.
The nun was expelled by
the Aluva-base Franciscan
Clarist Congregation (FCC)
early this month for her lifestyle
'in violation' of the proper law
of the FCC.
Following her expulsion,
the congregation had asked
the nun to leave the nunnery.
The nun had on Tuesday
alleged that the priest collected the CCTV visuals of media

persons visiting her at the convent and made a video aiming
to humiliate her in public.
She alleged the CCTV
visuals were collected with the
help of her fellow nuns in the
FCC convent at Karackamala
in Wayanad.
"In the video, he (the
priest) used vulgar language to
humiliate me. He did so to disgrace me, to humiliate me,"
Sister Kalappura told reporters
outside her convent.
The nun said she would
lodge a police complaint
against the priest.
The Mananthavady diocese
disowned the views expressed
by the priest in the video, saying it was his personal views.
"Whatever the priest said in
the video are his personal views.
We were not consulted before
posting such a video in the social
media," PRO of the Diocese, Fr
Jose Kocharackal, told PTI.
He said the priest, who

often reacts through social
media platform on issues happening in his surroundings, is
a member of the PRO team of
the diocese.
The issue came to light a
day after the Vellamunda police
registered a case against the
FCC convent authorities at
Karakkamala following a complaint of illegal confinement by
the nun.
Sister Kalappura had
alleged that she was locked up
in the Karackamala convent by
the convent authorities to prevent her from attending the
mass at the church in the
neighbourhood.
The Church authorities
have rejected the allegations by
the nun.
The nuns who went for the
holy mass had locked the doors
of the convent to ensure that
the safety of one of their fellow
nuns who had stayed back due
to her illness.
PTI
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ormer Kolkata Mayor and
close Mamata Banerjee aide
Sovan Chatterjee who last week
left the Trinamool Congress to
join the BJP on Tuesday said that
an opportune time had come to
liberate Bengal from the yoke of
Mamata Banerjee Government
which was even worse than the
oppressive Left Front.
The former senior
Trinamool leader said, “I worked
with Mamata Banerjee since
the inception of the TMC and
did whatever she said without a
question because we all had a
dream of making a new Bengal
but our dreams have shattered.”
Banerjee’s regime is “worse
that of Left Front,” he said
adding “during the CPI(M) we
did not see such organised violence being perpetrated on the
opposition. All the Opposition
parties and even those within the
Trinamool Congress feel threat-

F

ened and suffocated.”
Chatterjee was so close to
the Chief Minister at one point
in time that he was given to handle three important Cabinet
port-folios along with the
Mayoral post apart from being
entrusted with heading the South
24 Parganas district party unit.
“This is not the same
Mamata Banerjee we started our
journey with and this is not the
same Trinamool Congress which
it used to be,” he said adding the
party and the Government was
perpetrating organised violence in
the regions and “a time has come
when the people should work
together to liberate Bengal for the
second time just as they did to free
it from the Left rule in 2011.”
The former Mayor had earlier said that he had raised
questions “at the appropriate
level” regarding rampant rigging
in the rural elections where the
TMC won 35 per cent of the
seats unopposed.
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he DMK, Tamil Nadu’s principal Opposition party finds
T
itself in an unenviable situation
following the remarks made by
the party spokesman in a channel debate. S Saravanan, the
DMK’s national spokesman said
during a channel discussion
that Jammu & Kashmir was not
an integral part of India. The
party spokesman found himself
at the receiving end during the
debate as DMK president MK
Stalin has already declared his
Opposition to the BJP-led
Government’s decision to revoke
Art 370 of the Constitution
which had granted special status to Jammu & Kashmir.
The BJP saw red in the statements made by Stalin as well as

Saravanan and has demanded
legal action against the
Dravidian party for its “antinational” stance. Interestingly,
the DMK leader Stalin has made
it clear many times that his party
was for a separate Dravidian
nation incorporating Tamil
Nadu. “It is there in the DMK
constitution and it is a live
issue,” Stalin had said many
times since 2018.
The DMK’s stance on a
separate Tamil nation and the
party’s sustained campaign for
the immediate release of the
assassins of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi has put
the Congress in a spot. While the
Congress party has been attacking the BJP over the abrogation
of the Article 370 , it is silent on
the DMK’s demand for the
release of the seven assassins.

Muzaffar pur
(Bihar):
Cashew nuts and raisins are
being procured at a dirt cheap
rate of C1 per kg, in sharp
contrast to the prevailing
market cost, for more than a
dozen girls residential schools
in this north Bihar district.
The prevailing market
price of the two is about
C750 per kg and C450 a kg
respectively.
These expensive dr y
fruits, however, seldom find
their way into the kitchens of
the 16-odd Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalaya units in
Muzaffarpur where items
consumed in bulk come overpriced.
On the other hand,
Chana (Bengal gram) is purchased at an exorbitant rate of
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Guwahati: A family in Silchar
in Assam has called off the
wedding of their daughter
when the groom failed to provide his citizenship credentials.
Dilwar Hussain Laskar, of
Nayagram village near Silchar
was in love with a local girl and
the two families had agreed to
their marriage.
But trouble arose when
the girl's family wanted to
know from his family on
August 15 whether his name
was in the citizens register.
"We wanted to check
whether the person seeking to
marry the daughter of the family is a genuine Indian citizen
or an illegal foreigner staying in
the country as the matter
would impact her future", said

a member of the girl's family.
But Dilwar's name was not
in the draft NRC. He was
among the 40 lakh people
whose name was ommitted
from the draft citizens register
which was published in July last
year.
Dilwar's family claimed
that the names of all his family members are in the NRC and
were hopeful that his name will
be included in the final NRC to

be published on August 31.
The girl's family was not
convinced and called off the
wedding.
The final NRC is set to be
published on August 31 and little is known about what happens to those whose name do
not figure in it.
They can appeal at the
foreigners tribunal, move the
Gauhati High Court and the
Supreme Court but what happens to them in the interim
period is again unknown.
According to villagers the
couple has eloped and the
police said the woman's family has filed an FIR at Silchar
police station alleging Dilwar
has kidnapped her.
Investigations are on, the
police added.
PTI

C199 per kg and so is chana
dal while eggs come at C16
apiece.
Chana and chana dal are
available at a price of C80-90
per kg in the open market,
while an egg could be procured for C6.
This is a huge scam and,
if properly investigated, may
turn out to be bigger and
more bizarre than the infamous fodder scam, says local
resident Rajesh Kumar Singh
whose RTI query on the
expenses incurred by these
schools blew the lid off the
irregularities.
Officials have been left
red-faced and ordered a probe.
We have taken a serious
note of the anomalies. An
inquiry committee has been

set up and based on its report,
action will be taken against
those found at fault,
Amarendra Kumar Pandey,
district program officer,
Muzaffarpur, told reporters
Tuesday.
He added only those who
were part of the purchase
committee which approved
the agency for supply of the
items can shed more light on
the matter.
Singh, meanwhile, is livid
and has threatened if action
is not taken within two days
I will refer the matter to the
vigilance department.
This is organised loot
and I believe similar irregularities must be taking place
in all the districts across
Bihar.
PTI
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Kolkata: Ten personalities of
West Bengal, including filmmaker Aparna Sen have written an open letter to West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee expressing anxiety
over the recent violent incidents in the State.
It also noted with concern
that the administration has
been resorting to undemocratic means of quashing protests
by the use of police brutality.
The signatories of the letter were among the 49 who had
written an open letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
July 24 in which they had
voiced their concerns over
alleged rise in incidents of
mob lynching across the country triggering questions on
their silence during incidents
of violence in West Bengal.
Actor Kaushik Sen, who is

one of the signatories to the letter, told PTI on Tuesday, "We
condemn the incidents of violence in West Bengal".
The letter, which was sent
to Banerjee on Monday, said,
"We would like to draw your
attention to some extremely
violent incidents that have
recently taken place in West
Bengal."
It referred to the police
lathicharge on the demonstration by para-teachers at
Kalyani in Nadia district on
August 17 to press for increase
in their salaries and urged her
to resolve their agitation.
Some of the demonstrators
had also been arrested by the
police.
The letter written by
'Citizens Speak India' said,
"We strongly condemn this
attack by the police on educa-

tionists and earnestly request
you to resolve the issue in a
democratic manner at the earliest.
"We have been noticing
with a great deal of anxiety that
instead of trying to resolve the
peaceful democratic protests of
teachers of this state through
sane dialogue and debate, the
administration has been
resorting to undemocratic
means of quashing these
protests by the use of police
brutality," the letter read.
The other signatories of
the letter to Banerjee were
actors Parambrata Chatterjee,
Riddhi Sen, the youngest to
have won the national award
for the best actor, activist Bolan
Gangopadhyay, commentator
and social worker Mudar
Patherya and thetare personality Sohag Sen.
PTI
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aving taken in stride the
notice served on him by
H
the Enforcement Directorate in
a loan default probe case, MNS
chief Raj Thackeray said here
on Tuesday that he would
"honour" the summons issued
to him and advised his party
supporters to maintain calm
and restraint.
A day after MNS workers
threatened to storm the ED
office on August 22 when he
would have to remain present
for questioning in connection
with a probe into an alleged
IL&FS loan default case, the
MNS chief said that he would
honour the summons and
asked his supporters not to
come anywhere near the inves-

tigation agency’s office on
Thursday.
In a statement put out in
Marathi and English through
his official twitter handle,
Raj said: “Right since the
time of inception of
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena,
there have been numerous
cases registered against you
all and me. Each time, we have
honoured the notices sent by
the investigating agencies and
courts of law..This time too we
must honour the summons
sent by the Enforcement
Directorate”.
“The past years have made
us accustomed to cases and
notices coming our way.
Keeping that in mind, I
earnestly request that peace and
harmony is maintained on

August 22,” he wrote.
“No harm or damage
should come upon any public
property and common man
should not suffer in any way.
Kindly ensure that this is followed diligently. Also, do maintain calm and peace even if
provoked,” the MNS chief stated.
Expressing his deep gratitude towards his party workers
for their “constant love and
care”, Raj noted: “I would like
to firmly state that no party
worker or Maharashtra sainik
should come or assemble near
the ED office” on August 22.
Through a notice, ED has
summoned the MNS chief for
inquiries on August 22 in connection with a probe into an
alleged IL&FS-related case.
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Guwahati: The NRC State
Coordinator's office in Assam
clarified on Tuesday that it has
nothing to do with the creation
or circulation of a document on
social media which names journalists and human rights
activists who are allegedly
involved in "anti-NRC propaganda".
"It has come to the notice of
the NRC authority that a document naming some journalists
as being involved in anti-NRC
propaganda is being circulated
in social media since August
17," the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) Coordinator
Prateek Hajela's office tweeted.
It said the clarification was
issued in public interest. "It is
clarified that NRC authority has
nothing to do with its creation
or circulation".

A document titled 'NRC:
The Other Story- Truth, Reality
and Conspiracy' contained several chapters on people allegedly involved in such propaganda. A chapter had the names of
journalists and news organisations, while social and human
rights activists and some organ-

isations figured in other chapters.
The document, which had
the NRC logo, was not attributed to any organisation or
authority but was circulated on
various social media platforms,
including Facebook, Twitter
and Whatsapp.

The NRC logo on the document led to the confusion that
it was issued by the NRC
authority.
The final NRC is to be published on August 31. It is being
updated for the first time in
Assam after 1951. The Supreme
Court is monitoring the exercise aimed at identifying genuine citizens of the state, which
has seen influx of illegal
migrants from Bangladesh over
decades.
In July last year, 40,07,707
people were excluded from the
complete draft of the NRC,
which contained 2,89,83,677
eligible persons out of a total
3,29,91,384 applicants.
An additional 1,02,462 people were added to the list of
excluded people in June.
In an effort to allay fears,

the Union Home Ministry on
Tuesday said non-inclusion of
a person's name in the final
NRC does not by itself amount
to him or her being declared a
foreigner, and assured that adequate arrangements have been
made for appeal against it.
The ministry also said it
will amend the rules to increase
the time limit for filing appeals
in foreigners tribunals (FTs)
from 60 to 120 days for those
who would be excluded from
the final National Register of
Citizens to be published on
August 31.
The decisions were taken at
a high-level meeting chaired by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and attended by Assam
Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal and others in New
Delhi on Monday.
PTI
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Bengaluru:
India's
Chandrayaan-2 mission, aimed
at soft landing a rover in the
unexplored south pole of the
Moon, achieved a major milestone as the ISRO successfully
injected the spacecraft into the
lunar orbit on Tuesday.
"Today, the Chandrayaan2 mission has achieved a major
milestone. The precise lunar
orbiter insertion manoeuvre
was carried out at 9 am for
about 30 minutes, precisely...
injected the Chandrayaan-2 in
the designated orbit," Indian
Space Research Organisation
chief K Sivan said here.
The insertion manoeuvre
reduced the velocity of the
Chandrayaan-2 from 2.4 km
per second to 2.1 km per sec-
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ituation along
the Line of
Control in frontier Rajouri and Poonch
remained grim with fresh
exchange of heavy firing in
Krishna Ghati sector of Poonch
on Tuesday. One Indian soldier
attained martyrdom when
Pakistan Army violated ceasefire agreement in Mendhar.
Hitting back, Indian Army
caused heavy damage to
Pakistan Army posts and casualties to Pakistan soldiers.
Defence PRO in Jammu,
Lt-Col Devender Anand said,
"Pakistan Army initiated ceasefire violation in the Krishna
Ghati sector around 11.00 a.m
using small arms fire and
shelling with mortars".
He said, in the exchange of
fire in Mendhar sector, Naik
Ravi Ranjan Kumar Singh
attained martyrdom.
He said Indian Army gave
befitting reply and retaliated
strongly and effectively.
Naik Ravi Ranjan Kumar
Singh, aged 36 years belonged
to Village Gope Bigha, Tehsil
Dehrionson, District Rotasa,
Bihar and is survived by his
wife, Rita Devi.

S

ond, he added.
"For 30 minutes, our heart
almost stopped," he told a press
conference where he briefed
about the crucial operation.
Chandrayaan-2, launched
on July 22 by India's most powerful rocket GSLV MkIII-M1,
had entered the Lunar Transfer
Trajectory on August 14, leaving the Earth orbit. It comprises
an Orbiter, Lander (Vikram)
and Rover (Pragyaan).
The rover is set to make the
soft landing on the Moon on
September 7 and if successful
the mission would make India
the fourth country after Russia,
the US and China to achieve
the feat.
After Tuesday's exercise,
the ISRO chief said the
Chandrayaan-2 will go around
the moon with an orbit of 140
km perigee (closest point) by
18,000 km apogee (farthest).
He added that four more

manoeuvres will be carried
out toachieve the perigee and
apogee of 100 km X 100 km on
September 1.
Giving an insight into the
complexity involved, Sivan said
there was a unique requirement
for soft landing near the south
pole of moon with an inclination of 90 degree, which no
other missions in the past had
ever achieved.
He said 'Vikram', the lander,
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Ara (Bihar): A court in Bihar's
Bhojpur district on Tuesday
gave death sentence to a man
and life imprisonment to seven
others in connection with the
2015 Ara civil court bomb blast
case.
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Tribhuwan Yadav
gave capital sentence to Lambu
Sharma after holding him guilty
under various sections of IPC
including 302 (murder), 307
(Attempt to murder), 326 (voluntarily causing grievous hurt),
353 (Assault public servant from
discharge of his duty) and under
some sections of Explosive
Substance Act.
The court also imposed a
fine of C22,000 on Sharma.
The seven sentenced to life
imprisonment were Chand
Miyan, Naeem Miyan, Akhilesh
Upadhyaya, Rinku Yadav,
Pramod Singh, Shyam Vinay
Sharma and Anshu Kumar.
The judge held them guilty
under IPC section 302 (murder).
The court imposed a fine of
C42,000 on Akhilesh Upadhyaya
and C40,000 on the other six
convicted persons.
The court on August 17 had
convicted the eight persons in
the civil court bomb blast and

acquitted former JD(U) MLA
Narendra Kumar Pandey alias
Sunil Pandey along with two
others — Sanjay Sonar and
Vijay Sharma — for lack of evidence.
Pandey is currently in the
Lok Janshakti Party (LJP).
Chand Miyan surrendered in
the court on Tuesday as he did
not appear in the court on
August 17. The court had issued
warrant against him and had
also ordered attachment of his
properties for not appearing
before it on August 17.
On January 23, 2015, a
woman, identified as Nagina
Devi, had come to the court
premises as a suicide bomber
with a design to set notorious
criminal, Lambu Sharma, free
from custody.
As the prison van reached
the court premises, the woman
triggered a blast. Taking advantage of the blast, Sharma, along
with two others had fled.
The woman died on the
spot, while a police constable,
Amit Kumar, succumbed to his
injuries.
The police had filed a charge
sheet against 11 persons, including Pandey and had produced
39 witnesses in the case. PTI

will be separated from moon
orbiter on September two.
From there onwards, the
focus ofISRO will be towards
the lander as all major operations willrevolved around the
moon lander.
A small retro orbit manoeuvre of about three seconds will
be carried out on September 3
and on the next day another
similar exercise of 6.5 degree
will be taken up to put the lander in an orbit of 35 km perigee
and 97 km of apogee.
From September 4
onwards, various parameters
would be checked to ensure
that all the systems were perfectly alright, Sivan added.
"Next three days, we will be
taking the various parameters of
the lander to ensure that everything is right and to check and
verify again and again, the system is perfectly alright", he said.
"On September 7 at 1.15

am the lander will be landing
at a site 71 degree of moon's
equator with 22.8 degree East",
the ISRO chief said.
Underlining the significance of moon lander, Sivan
said the landing will be a terrifying moment for him as
well as theentire ISRO team
given the challenges involved.
"Looking at what happened
to the soft landing around the
world, we are saying that the
soft landing success rate is
only about 27 per cent. But we
have the confidence about our
mission," Sivan said.
This is the second time that
the ISRO has successfully carried out Lunar orbiter insertion.
Earlier in 2008, the
Chandrayaan-1 spacecraft,
India's first moon mission, was
injected into the lunar orbit and
it scripted history by making
more than 3,400 orbits around
the Moon.
PTI
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n the 17th day of continuous lockdown in most parts
O
of Kashmir Valley, the Jammu
& Kashmir Government on
Tuesday admitted life is yet to
return to normalcy in at least 10
districts, mostly in Kashmir
valley.
At the same time, the
administration is struggling to
reopen the schools as majority
of parents have declined to send
their wards to join class rooms
under the prevailing security situation in different parts of
Srinagar.
The situation on ground
zero is showing no signs of
improvement in South Kashmir
districts as well.
Compared to Monday, the

Government authorities claimed
the attendance in primary
schools showed signs of
improvement on Tuesday but
ground reports suggested several
schools remained locked down
as they reported zero or thin
attendance in parts of Srinagar.
The network services also
remained suspended across
Kashmir valley while strict security restrictions remain in place
in vulnerable pockets of downtown Srinagar.
Addressing a routine press
conference late Tuesday evening
in Srinagar, Principal Secretary,
Planning & Development, Rohit
Kansal, who is also
Government’s spokesperson,
said normal functioning of large
parts of the State was reported
today with 12 out of 22 districts

H`^R_XZgV_µecZa]V ?>BC01A>60C8>=>50AC82;4"&
eR]RbW`ccVWfdZ_X
TYVhZ_XXf^Wc`^
YfdSR_U+A`]ZTV

functioning normally".
He also maintained that
out of 197 police stations across
J&K, 136 police stations have no
day time restrictions. Referring
to Kashmir alone he said 50 out
of 111 police stations have no
day time restrictions.
Commenting on the situation of Kashmir valley, Kansal
said that middle level schools
would start functioning from
Wednesday in the areas where
primary schools resumed functioning from Monday.
He said public transport
has also started plying in areas
where relaxations have been
provided and inter-district transport has also started functioning,
adding that National Highway
and Airports are functioning
normally.
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Lucknow: A man allegedly
gave 'triple talaq' to his wife
right inside the civil court
premises here in presence of
her advocate after she refused
to accept a chewing gum
from him, police said on
Tuesday.
Thirty-year-old Simmi of
Amrai village was divorced by
her husband Syed Rashid on
Monday inside the Lucknow
civil court premises where she
had gone for the hearing of
her case of dowry harassment she had lodged earlier
against her in-laws, said the
Indira Nagar police station
SHO S B Pandey.
The woman was talking
to her advocate when her
husband offered her a chewing gum which she refused,
said the SHO, citing the
woman's compliant.
This threw Rashid in a fit
of rage and he divorced his
wife, uttering talaq-talaqtalaq, said the SHO. Simmi,
married to Rashid in 2004,
had lodged a case of dowry
harassment against her husband and in-laws earlier, said
SHO Pandey.
There have been several
instances of men divorcing
their wives with this outlawed oral diktat on queer
pretexts.
PTI

Srinagar: The gun battle
between security forces and
militants in Baramulla district
of Jammu and Kashmir continued till late into the night on
Tuesday.
Army authorities said
there was heavy exchange of
gunfire between both sides
even as they refrained from
divulging the exact number of
terrorists that were involved in
the encounter.

Security agencies, including the Jammu & Kashmir
police, were fighting the militants in the encounter.
"Firing began at 5 p.m.
with the terrorists in Old
Baramullah. The operation is
under way," said a Army official.
The area was cordoned off
for the public as soon as the
gunfight began.
Ever since the Union

Government abrogated special
category status to Jammu &
Kashmir on August 5 by abrogating Article 370 of the
Constitution, this is the first
encounter between security
forces and terrorists in the
Valley.
As per sources around 23 terrorists were engaged in a
gunfight as the joint operation
between the Army, Jammu &
Kashmir police and other secu-

rity agencies was launched.
Baramullah is located around
54 km from Srinagar.
Kashmir Valley has been
by and large peaceful barring
stray incidents of stone-pelting
and protests since August 5.
The number of ceasefire violations by Pakistan across the
LoC have increased, however,
over the past week after a lull
in the first fortnight of August.
IANS
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Dhula: Six camels, seized
from a local market in the
Darrang district and a custody battle that the seizure
triggered, are keeping the
police on their toes for about
two weeks in Assam.
While the animals were
seized from the Dhula market on August 11, a day ahead
of the Eid al-Adha (locally
known as Bakrid), and were
"saved" from being slaughtered, they are awaiting a
court order to be repatriated
safely to their home State —
Rajasthan.
"It's difficult for us to
maintain them, because we
have no knowledge about
them. We are also concerned

about the impact of Assam's
climate on them," said a
s enior p olice of f icer of
the Darrang district on
Tuesday.
"However, we are consult ing veter inar ians to
ensure that they remain in
good health," he said.
Meanwhile, Samatullah,
the camel trader from whom
the police seized the animals, has moved the court
seeking their custody.
"There was a claim by one
individual. But we moved
the court on Tuesday for giving the custody to the Animal
Welfare Board of India. It can
ensure safety and welfare of
the animals and take them

back to Rajasthan with due
process," he said.
"Being a law enforcing
agency, we deal with a variety of cases every day. There
are investigations, crime cases
and VIP movements too. And
these days we also have to
depute our staff to ensure the
welfare of camels," said the
officer.
While five camels are
being kept at the Dhula police
st at ion, one is at t he
Mangaldai police station.
Camel was declared the
state animal of Rajasthan in
2014 and the state Assembly
enacted the Rajasthan Camel
(Prohibition of Slaughter and
Regulation of Temporary

Migration or Export) law,
which banned slaughter as
well as illegal transportation
of the animal to other states.
"It's a crime. The camels
were illegally smuggled to
Assam, probably for slaughter," said Sujeet Choudhury,
memb er of t he Anima l
Welfare B oard of India,
who visited Mangaldai on
the intimation of the Darrang
police.
"We, in association with
the Assam Police, are trying
our best to repatriate the
animals to Rajasthan. We
hope the court will rule in
our favour to take the animals
to Rajasthan," Choudhury
said.
IANS
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ith the water level in
Yamuna rising on the
W
second day on Tuesday after
crossing the “danger mark”,
the Delhi Government has
shifted 14,000 people living
adjacent to the Yamuna and in
low-lying areas to relief camps.
The river was flowing a
metre above the danger mark
(206.25 metres) at 1 pm on
Tuesday and may rise further
after Haryana released 25,590
cusec of water from the Hathni
Kund barrage on Tuesday.
On Monday, the river crossed
the danger mark of 205.33
metres at 6 pm. The water level
is further expected to touch 207
metres by Wednesday morning
before beginning to recede.
Delhi Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot inspected the
relief camps set up by the
Delhi Government at Haathi
Ghat and Kanchan Colony.
“Inspected Relief Camps at
Haathi Ghat and Kanchan
Colony set up by Delhi Govt.
Interacted with people who
have been evacuated and now

staying in relief camps. Have
directed area DMs to ensure
availability of all the relief
materials,” Gahlot tweeted.
The administration has
deployed 30 boats in low-lying
areas prone to flooding to prevent accidental drowning.
Besides, 53 boats have been
put on standby to tackle any
eventualities. The authorities
have alerted residents about
increasing water level in
Khajuri Khas, Wazirabad,
Usmanpur, Mayur Vihar,
Burari and Seelampur.
Meanwhile, the Northern
Railway has restricted the speed
of trains on the Yamuna Bridge
to 20 kmph. Gearing up to
tackle any eventualities, the
Delhi Government has also
set up tents opposite Mayur
Vihar Extension with a capacity of accommodating 23,000
people during flooding.
On Tuesday, the Delhi
Government agencies placed
sandbags near the shores of
Yamuna at the Loathian bridge
and areas surrounding ISBT. To
avoid any untoward incident,
the BSES disconnected the
electricity lines going below the

enowned music composer
and director Mohammed
R
Zahir Hashmi, popularly known
as Khayyam, was laid to rest with
full State honours at a Muslim
cemetery here on Tuesday
evening, even as several prominent Bollywood personalities
paid their last respects to him.
Khayyam passed away at a private hospital late on Monday
night, following a brief illness.
He was 92 and is survived by his
singer-wife Jagjit Kaur.
Khayyam’s mortal remains were
kept at his Juhu residence —
Daskshina Park Society — in
north-west Mumbai on Tuesday
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Loathian Bridge and the e-rickshaw charging point near the
bridge.
More than 14,000 people
living in low-lying areas along
the Yamuna in the city have
been evacuated by the
Government agencies till
Tuesday. The East district
administration has deputed
SDMs, senior district administration official, civil defense
volunteers, district disaster
management authority per-

sonnel besides divers and
mechanised boats at sensitive
locations in the districts.
The authorities also
claimed that unlike 1978,
there is no danger of the
Yamuna breaching its
embankments. The water level
in 1978, September, 2010 and
June, 2013 (the year in which
Kedarnath deluge) had
crossed the level of 207
meters.
In June 2013, when there
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were many districts along the
coastline of Yamuna in
National Capital were seen
flooded, Haryana had released
8.1 lakh cusecs of water that
had resulted in raising the
water level to 207.3 meters.
Similarly on August 18
this year, Haryana had once
again released 8.3 lakh cusecs
of water, which is the highest
till date, due to heavy rain in
upstream
areas
of
Uttarakhand.
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he Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) on
T
Tuesday issued a notice to the
Delhi Police in connection
with a case wherein a woman
was allegedly set ablaze by her
in-laws in the national Capital's
Nizamuddin area. The incident occurred on Friday.
According to police, the victim,
Yasmeen, sustained 80 per cent
burns and is undergoing treatment at Safdarjung Hospital.
The woman is a widow and
has three daughters, who were
at a tuition class when the inci-

dent occurred, they said.
DCW chief Swati Maliwal
and commission member
Kiran Negi met the victim in
the hospital on Tuesday. The
woman is admitted in the ICU
and continues to be in a critical condition, the commission
said. The DCW chief has issued
a notice to the Delhi Police in
the matter as only one arrest
has been made so far in the
case, it said. Police have not
requested a metropolitan magistrate to visit the woman for
recording her statement under
Section 164 of the Criminal
Procedure Code, it added.

Police had on Sunday said
the woman was not medically fit to give a statement.

The
D CW
said
urgent recording of the
statement is very crucial for
the case as doctors fear that
the woman may not survive
because she has suffered 80
per cent burns. "She
(Yasmeen) has gone through
so much pain and is presently battling for her life. She is
deeply worried whether she
will get justice and also about
the future of her three little
girls. We also seek police protection for the daughters of
this woman," Maliwal said.
Yasmeen told Maliwal
that her three brothers-in-law

and their wives p oured
kerosene on her and set her
ablaze, the DCW said. The
victim's daughters were somehow able to douse the fire
after they returned home
from their class, but by then
she had been severely burnt,
the commission said, adding
that the six accused fled after
the incident. Since the death
of her husband five years ago,
Yasmeen was being harassed
by the accused who wanted
her to leave her in-laws place
in
southeast
Delhi's
Nizamuddin area, the DCW
claimed.

to enable people pay their last
respects to him. A large number
of film personalities and his
admirers joined Khayyam’s
funeral procession which left his
Juhu residence for the cemetery
at 3.30 pm. A team of Mumbai
police escorted the procession.
After the procession reached
the Four Bungalow Kabrastan,
the police accorded him with a
21-gun salute. Muslim priests
performed the last rites and his
body was laid to rest. Khayyam’s
ailing wife Jagjit Kaur also
attended the funeral on a wheelchair. She broke down a few
times as the funeral ceremonies
were being performed.
Prominent among the

Bollywood personalities who
paid their last respects to
Khayyam included Javed
Akhtar, Gulzar, Raza Murad,
Talat Aziz, , Sonu Nigam, Alka
Yagnik, Sanjay Khan, Poonam
Dhillon, Vishal Bharadwaj,
Suresh Wadkar, Ashok Pandit,
Tabassum Shabbir Kumar, Nitin
Mukesh, Jatin Pandit and Lalit
Pandit. President R. N. Kovind
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led the nation in paying
tributes to Khayyam. Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
Bharat Ratna Lata Mangeshkar,
veteran actor Amitabh
Bachchan and other personalities have also mourned the
demise of Khayyam.
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The Court, however, said it
will pass the orders after hearing arguments from both the
sides. The agency had on
Monday told the court that
Puri was evading probe in the
case. Puri was already under
the probe scanner of the agency
in connection with the highprofile AgustaWestland VVIP
chopper scam and was facing
a non bailable warrant issued
by a court after the ED submitted to it that the businessman might try to tamper with
the evidence and influence
witnesses “as he already did
earlier”. However, the Delhi
High Court had on August 14
granted interim protection
from arrest to Ratul Puri till
Tuesday. The latest PMLA case
against Puri is an outcome of
the CBI FIR of August 17,
where Ratul Puri, his father
Deepak Puri, MD of Moser
Baer, mother Nita (MP CM
Kamal Nath’s sister and Whole
Time Director of Moser Baer)
and others were booked in
connection with a Rs 354 crore
bank fraud case filed by the
Central Bank of India.
The CBI had carried out
multiple searches in pursuance
of this FIR on Sunday.

The Puri family, other
Moser Baer directors Sanjay
Jain and Vineet Sharma were
booked by the CBI for alleged
criminal conspiracy, cheating,
forgery and corruption. Ratul
Puri was booked in this case in
his capacity as the then
Executive Director of Moser
Baer India Limited (MBIL), a
firm promoted by his father
Deepak Puri. The company is
involved in the manufacture of
optical storage media like compact discs, DVDs, solid state
storage devices. In its complaint, the bank claimed that
the company and its directors
forged and fabricated documents to induce the Central
Bank of India to release funds
to the company. “MBIL has
caused unlawful loss to our
bank to the tune of Rs 354.51
crore as on November 29, 2014
and interest thereon by getting
unlawful gains,” said the bank’s
complaint which is now part of
the CBI FIR. Ratul Puri is facing criminal investigation by
ED, CBI and the Income Tax
department. The tax department has attached a number of
his alleged ‘benami’ assets in
the recent past and has charged
him with benefiting from the
purported kickbacks generated

in the Rs 3,600 crore VVIP
choppers deal that was
scrapped by the Government in
2014 on charges of corruption.
Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court on Tuesday dismissed
anticipatory bail plea of Ratul
Puri in the PMLA case relating
to AgustaWestland chopper
scam.
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Hooda was given many
important assignments by
Sonia Gandhi, including two
terms as Haryana State Chief
Minister. His son Depender
Hooda has been a Lok Sabha
MP twice. Tanwar survived at
the helm of affair due to backing of the then Congress president Rahul Gandhi. Rahul
was of the view that replacing
a Dalit leader before the elections would send a wrong message. In similar situation in the
past, Sonia named Capt
Amarinder Singh as the chief
of Punjab unit replacing
incumbent Partap Singh Bajwa.
She also appointed Virbhadra
Singh by removing Sukhwinder
Singh Sukhu as Himachal
Pradesh unit chief. Both Bajwa
and Sukhu were Rahul loyalists,” explained a senior
Congress leader.

^_]X^]

;D2:=>FkF43=4B30H k0D6DBC ! ! (

gggTQY\i`Y_^UUbS_]

UPRTQ^^ZR^\SPX[h_X^]TTak /CWT3PX[h?X^]TTak X]bcPVaP\R^\SPX[h_X^]TTa

5HPRYHWKHFKLOO

A2A6CH:E9A2DD:@?

7cV_TYVjV

,QGLDWRODXQFKVDWHOOLWHVZLWK)UDQFHDV
SDUWRIDµFRQVWHOODWLRQ¶IRUPDULWLPHVXUYHLOODQFH

:

KDWHYHUEHWKHGRPHVWLFDSSUHKHQ
VLRQVDERXWWKHPDQ\FRQWURYHUVLDO
PRYHVRI0RGLSDUWLFXODUO\RYHU
WKHUHYRFDWLRQRI$UWLFOHDQGUHRUJDQLVD
WLRQRI-DPPXDQG.DVKPLUGLSORPDWLFDOO\LW
KDVPDQDJHGWRNHHSWKHRSLQLRQRIWKHELJ
SRZHUSOD\HUVRQLWVVLGH&RQVLGHULQJRI
WKHPHPEHUVDWWKH816HFXULW\&RXQFLO
ZHUHODUJHO\GLVPLVVLYHRI.DVKPLUDVDPDW
WHUWREHVHWWOHGELODWHUDOO\DQGZLWK&KLQDKDY
LQJQRORFXVVWDQGL LQWKHPDWWHUDVLWKDVEHHQ
UHRUJDQLVLQJLWVRZQWHUULWRULHVDQGOHJLWLPLV
LQJ3R.,QGLDLVPRYLQJWRQRZPDWWHUVPDULWLPH$QGLQDGLUHFWFKDOOHQJHWR
&KLQD·V´VWULQJRISHDUOVµDSSURDFKLQWKH,QGLDQ2FHDQ5LP ,25 RQHWKDWKDV
LWVPLOLWDU\DQGFRPPHUFLDOIDFLOLWLHVGRWWLQJRXUOLWWRUDOVWDWHVIURPWKH&KLQHVH
PDLQODQGWRWKH+RUQRI$IULFD,QGLDLVORRNLQJWR)UDQFHWRQDUURZGRZQLWV
KDZN·VH\HV,QGLD·VQHZVSDFHHQGHDYRXUZLWK)UDQFHZKHUHWKHWZRFRXQ
WULHVZLOOODXQFKVDWHOOLWHVDVSDUWRID´FRQVWHOODWLRQµIRUPDULWLPHVXUYHLO
ODQFHZLOOKHOSVDIHJXDUGVWUDWHJLFLQWHUHVWVDWVHD7KLVQHZYHQWXUHWREHILQDOLVHG
GXULQJ3ULPH0LQLVWHU1DUHQGUD0RGL·VYLVLWWR3DULVZLOOSURYLGHDQLQVLGHRXW
LQIRUPDWLRQDERXWGHYHORSPHQWVRYHURQDQGXQGHUWKHVHDVXUIDFHDQGFRDVWDO
DUHDV7KLVKDVEHFRPHDOPRVWDQHFHVVLW\FRQVLGHULQJ&KLQDLVNQRZQWRKDYH
EXLOW DUWLILFLDO LVODQGV RYHU WKH ODVW GHFDGH RU VR %HVLGHV LWV LQWHUHVW LQ WKH
6FDUERURXJK6KRDOQHDUWKH3KLOLSSLQHVDQGLWVPLOLWDU\IRUWLILFDWLRQRILVODQGVLQ
WKH6RXWK&KLQD6HDKDYHFRPSOLFDWHGWKHVHFXULW\HQYLURQPHQW&RQVLGHULQJ
WKDW)UDQFHKDVEHHQVXSSRUWLYHRI,QGLD·VSRVLWLRQDQGKDVHYHQVSHDUKHDGHG
UHVROXWLRQVWRSURWHFWLWIURP3DNLVWDQVSRQVRUHGWHUURULVPLQWKH81WKHUHFRXOG
EHQREHWWHUDOO\LQWKLVSURMHFWRIDODUJHUQDWLRQDOVHFXULW\
7KH&KLQHVHEHOOLJHUHQFHRQRXUZDWHUVLVZRUULVRPHVLPSO\EHFDXVHVHD
OLQHVUXQWKURXJKVHYHUDOPDMRUPDULWLPHFKRNHSRLQWVVXFKDVWKH6WUDLWRI0DQGHE
WKH6WUDLWRI0DODFFDWKH6WUDLWRI+RUPX]DQGWKH/RPERN6WUDLWDVZHOODVRWKHU
VWUDWHJLFPDULWLPHFHQWUHVLQ3DNLVWDQ6UL/DQND%DQJODGHVKWKH0DOGLYHVDQG
6RPDOLD5LJKWQRZ&KLQDKDVHIIHFWLYHO\HQFLUFOHG,QGLDDQGUHLQIRUFHGLWVVXSH
ULRULW\E\VHWWLQJXSRXWSRVWVDQGSRUWVLQFRXQWULHVZKLFKDUHEHKROGHQWRLWFRXU
WHV\WKHHFRQRPLFSURMHFWVXQGHUWKH%HOWDQG5RDG,QLWLDWLYH$SDUWIURPPLOL
WDU\PXVFXODULW\VXFKFRQWURODOVRERGHVLOOIRUWKHHDVHRIWUDGHLQWKHVHZDWHUV
,QGLDLWVHOIFRQGXFWVQHDUO\SHUFHQWRILWVWUDGHZLWKOLWWRUDOQDWLRQVDORQJ,25
DQGKDVEHHQFRQVLVWHQWO\ZRUNLQJZLWKVRPHRIWKHPWRSUHVHUYHWKHLQWHJUL
W\LQYLRODELOLW\DQGIUHHGRPRIRFHDQLFFKDQQHOV:KLOHZHKDYHEHHQFRQGXFW
LQJMRLQWQDYDOH[HUFLVHVIDFWLVRXU1DY\LVQRWDVFXWWLQJHGJHDV&KLQD·VKHQFH
WKHQHHGIRUSUHHPSWLYHVXUYHLOODQFH7KHQHZDJHRIFRQIOLFWVPHDQVWKDWZH
DUHDVSURQHWRWKHGDQJHUVRIPDULWLPHWHUURULVPVPXJJOLQJWUDQVQDWLRQDOFULPH
GUXJWUDIILFNLQJLOOHJDOLPPLJUDWLRQEHVLGHVFOLPDWHFKDQJHLVVXHV7KLVVDWHO
OLWHFOXVWHUZLOOWKHUHIRUHPRQLWRUVHDWUDIILFPDQDJHPHQW:KLOHWKH,25LVRI
FRQFHUQWR,QGLD)UDQFHWRRKDVLWVWHUULWRULHVVSUHDGDFURVVWKH,QGLDQ3DFLILF
DQG$WODQWLF2FHDQVDQGLVVHHNLQJFRRSHUDWLRQRQLWVYLJLOFDPSDLJQ,QGLDZDV
DQDWXUDOFKRLFHDVDSDUWQHUEHFDXVH)UDQFHKDVKDGVSDFHFRRSHUDWLRQZLWK
XVIRUDERXWVL[GHFDGHVDQGLVQRZLQYROYHGHYHQLQ,652·VKXPDQPLVVLRQ
SURJUDPPH*DJDQ\DDQ7KLVDOOLDQFHLVH[SHFWHGWRFRQWLQXHLQRXUIXWXUHLQWHU
SODQHWDU\HQGHDYRXUV2IODWH,QGLDKDVIRXQGDVWUDWHJLFDQGWHFKQRORJLFDOVRXQG
LQJERDUGLQ)UDQFHDVLWVUHODWLRQVZLWKRWKHUVKDYHWKHLURZQVHWER[HV³5XVVLD
UHPDLQVRXUROGHVWGHIHQFHSDUWQHUDQGGHVSLWHOHDQLQJWRZDUGV&KLQDIRUSUDF
WLFDOUHDVRQVVWLOOKRQRXUVWKHOHJDF\RIDVKDUHGSDVW&KLQDGHVSLWHHYHU\
WKLQJWKDWLVGLVSXWHGUHPDLQVRXUNH\WUDGLQJSDUWQHUDQGWKH86LVDQHZIRXQG
DOO\2YHUWKHGHFDGHV,QGLDDQG)UDQFHKDYHHPHUJHGDVWUXHGHPRFUDWLFSDUW
QHUVZKRKRQRXUWKHVSLULWRILQWHUQDWLRQDOODZDQGKDYHEHHQGHYHORSLQJFRRS
HUDWLRQLQFRXQWHUWHUURULVPLQWHOOLJHQFHVKDULQJDQGFRRSHUDWLRQRQLQYHVWLJD
WLRQVDQGMXGLFLDOSURFHVVHV'HVSLWHJOREDORXWFU\RYHUWKHQXFOHDUWHVWVLQ
)UDQFHZDVWKHILUVWWRUHVXPHQXFOHDUWDONVZLWK,QGLDDQGDPRQJWKHILUVWWR
SXVKQXFOHDUWUDGHLQODWHU\HDUV2QHDUHDWKDWUHPDLQVXQH[SORUHGLVWKDWRI
ELODWHUDOWUDGHEHWZHHQWKHWZR2QWKHEDVLVRIWKLVWUXVW,QGLDPD\HYHQEHFRPH
DPLGGOHSRZHUZLWKLWVRZQEDUJDLQLQJFKLSV
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he outcome of External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar’s visit to
China has been positive, not only
in terms of India explaining its
stand but also clearing the air for
future exchanges. The External Affairs
Minister is not only a distinguished diplomat
but having been India’s Ambassador to
China, he knows the system and personalities whom he has to deal with. One major
point made by him to China’s Foreign
Minister Wang Yi was to emphasise that the
future of the India-China relationship will
depend on “mutual sensitivity” to each
other’s “core concerns.” In return, Minister
Wang Yi emphasised “the five principles of
peaceful co-existence”, which have “fundamental interest and long-term interest of our
two peoples and also contribute to world
peace and human progress.” As an immediate measure, India and China signed four
agreements covering cultural exchanges,
healthcare, sports and cooperation in museum management. In particular, both
Jaishankar and Yi emphasised the importance
of cooperation in the field of traditional medicine, wherein both China and India, the two
most ancient civilisations in the modern
world, have cumulative knowledge.
The time has come now to provide a new
orientation in China-India relations. In the
economic field, bilateral trade between the two
countries touched almost $90 billion in
2017-18 but trade deficit increased to $62.9
billion in China’s favour. China must follow
Lao Tzu: “If you do not change direction, you
may end up where you are heading.” It clearly has interests which are long term, given its
ancient history and traditions and it is
unlikely that it would think in terms of mere
short-term benefits that could lead to friction
and disputes. Our External Affairs Minister
clearly mentioned that any bilateral differences
should not become disputes.
China has major ambitions to emerge as
the largest and most influential global power
in the world. Its growth rate has been phenomenal and poverty, which was widely
prevalent, has more or less been completely
eliminated. This writer first visited China in
1981 and today, the country represents
progress which most other nations have
achieved in almost a century. Yet, China cannot ignore the fact that it shares a large border with India and the latter is a rising power
in a complex world. There is every need for
the two nations to come together and work
towards the establishment of global peace and
security.
One major area where the two countries
must cooperate is in respect of promoting a
pattern of sustainable development which
deviates substantially from the Western
model. Unfortunately, both nations have been
following this model. China in particular has
adopted it much too rapidly with major economic success but with some adverse consequences both at the global and national levels. Gandhiji was not in any way exaggerat-

ing when he predicted that for the
civilised West “a time is coming
when those who are in the mad
rush today of multiplying their
wants, will retrace their steps and
say; what have we done….
Modern civilisation is such that
one has only to be patient and it
will be self-destroyed.” What we
find across the entire world,
which is mindlessly aping the
Western model, is humaninduced climate change resulting
from the burning of fossil fuels,
a loss of biodiversity and destruction of the earth’s ecosystems.
China and India are large
countries, which are also suffering from the consequences of
these disastrous trends. As the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) has projected and as is becoming
increasingly evident today, the
frequency and intensity of
extreme events is rapidly on the
increase. These take place in the
form of heat waves, extreme
precipitation events and several
sea level related disasters. There
are areas which are suffering from
prolonged drought, which at the
same time, witness floods during
certain seasons.
China already has a major
problem of water scarcity, particularly in its western region. India,
too, is suffering from the consequences of global climate change,
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7KHSRRURIWHQJHWXQIDLUO\WDUQLVKHGIRUVTXDWWLQJRQSXEOLF
SURSHUW\ZKHUHDVWKHZRUVWFXOSULWVDUHHQWLWOHGSROLWLFLDQV

$

WWKHPHPRULDORIWKHODWHJUHDW6XVKPD
6ZDUDMPDQ\PRXUQHUVQRWHGKRZWKH
IRUPHU)RUHLJQ0LQLVWHUKDGYDFDWHGKHU
RIILFLDODFFRPPRGDWLRQVRRQDIWHUOHDYLQJWKH
*RYHUQPHQW+HUDFWLRQVDUHLQGLUHFWFRQ
WUDVWWRWKHVKDPHIXODQGWKXJJLVKEHKDYLRXU
RI-DWOHDGHU$MLW6LQJKZKRWULHGWRKROGRQ
WRKLVRIILFLDOTXDUWHUVHYHQDIWHUEHLQJWUDVKHG
DWWKHKXVWLQJV+HIXUWKHUWULHGWRKLUHJRRQV
WR WKUHDWHQ WKH *RYHUQPHQW EDFN LQ 
7KDQNIXOO\6LQJKUHDOLVHGWKDWKHFRXOGQRW
PXVWHUDQ\SXEOLFV\PSDWK\IRUKLVVTXDW
WLQJZKLFKKHWULHGWRUDWLRQDOLVHFDOOLQJLWD´PDWWHURI-DWSULGHµDQGOHIWKLV
KRXVHLQDKXII%XWRWKHUVOLNH$GKLU5DQMDQ&KRXGKXU\RIWKH&RQJUHVVZKR
UHIXVHGWRJLYHXSKLVPLQLVWHULDOTXDUWHUVDIWHUKLVSDUW\·VGHIHDWLQKDG
WREHSK\VLFDOO\HYLFWHG1RZLQWKH0RGL*RYHUQPHQWLVWDNLQJLWXSRQ
LWVHOIWRHQVXUHWKDW0HPEHUVRI3DUOLDPHQW 03V GRQRWRYHUVWD\WKHLUZHO
FRPHLQ*RYHUQPHQWKRXVLQJ,WKDVJLYHQHUUDQW03VDQGIRUPHU0LQLVWHUV
VHYHUDORIWKHPPHPEHUVRIWKH%-3DZHHNWRYDFDWHWKHLUKRXVHV
)UDQNO\WKLVPRYHZDVORQJRYHUGXHDQGWKHUHVKRXOGEHQRTXDUWHUJLYHQ
6HYHUDO03VKDYHXVHGDOOVRUWVRIH[FXVHVWRRYHUVWD\WKHLUZHOFRPH6RPH
KDYHPRYHGWKHFRXUWVWRJHWVWD\RUGHUVEXWDIWHUWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWRUGHUHG
DFOHDQXSLQWKDWDYHQXHZDVFORVHG+RZHYHUVRPHKLJKVHFXULW\LQGL
YLGXDOVZKRDUHLQWKH¶=·VHFXULW\FDWHJRU\VXFKDV/.$GYDQLDQG3UL\DQND
*DQGKLPLJKWEHDOORZHGWRUHPDLQLQH[FOXVLYHKRXVLQJEHFDXVHWKH\DUHHDV
LHUWRSURWHFW*RYHUQPHQWKRXVLQJLVDSULYLOHJHWKDWSDUOLDPHQWDULDQVHQMR\RQO\
IRUWKHLUWHUPDQGWKLVUXOHKDVWREHHQIRUFHG,ISUHYLRXVRFFXSDQWVGRQRWOHDYH
KRZZLOOQHZ03VDQG0LQLVWHUVIXQFWLRQ"-XVWEHFDXVHDSHUVRQZDQWVWRUHWDLQ
DIDQF\1HZ'HOKLDGGUHVVKHVKHVKRXOGSD\WKHVDPHPDUNHWUHQWDOVLQSUL
YDWHFRORQLHVWKDWRUGLQDU\FLWL]HQVGR1RERG\VKRXOGKDYHDQH[WUHPHO\LQIODW
HGVHQVHRIVHOIOLNH$MLW6LQJKDPDQQRZUHGXFHGWREHLQJDSROLWLFDOQRERG\
LJQRUHGE\WKHFRPPXQLW\IRUZKRPKHVDLGKHZDQWHGWRNHHSKLVKRXVH$W
WKHVDPHWLPHWKHVKRUWDJHRIKRXVLQJLQFHQWUDO'HOKLLVDOVRHYLGHQFHRIWKH
QHHGWREXLOGQHZDQGEHWWHUKRXVLQJIDFLOLWLHVIRU*RYHUQPHQWVHUYDQWVGHIHQFH
SHUVRQQHODQGSDUOLDPHQWDULDQVLQWKHFHQWUHRIWKHFLW\6HYHUDOROGHU*RYHUQPHQW
FRORQLHVDQGPDQ\EXQJDORZVEXLOWLQ¶/XW\HQV'HOKL·DUHVKRZLQJVLJQVRIDJH
7KH\DUHLQGHVSHUDWHQHHGRIUHSDLULIQRWRXWULJKWUHFRQVWUXFWLRQ2OGUXOHVGR
QRWDSSO\WRKRXVLQJDQ\PRUHDQGROGVWUXFWXUHVPXVWEHUHPRYHG
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CdbU^WdXU^TQdQ\Qg
Sir — Agro-chemical products
take a long time to grow. In addition, new molecules at present
take about six to seven years to be
registered. The bureaucratic
process delays the delivery of the
products to farmers, leaving them
with no option but to buy cheaper, low-quality products. It is
recommended
that
the
Government look into this issue
at the earliest.
Also, while Indian formulations are mostly generic products
as research and development
(R&D) is expensive, overseas
companies frequently spread their
assortment and are eager to invest
in India on product R&D and
marketing. Data selectiveness in
the agrochemicals sector will not
only delay the entry of generics by
creating an additional period of
legal monopoly but will also make
agrochemicals or pesticides unaffordable to Indian farmers. Data
protection or selectiveness will
obstruct growth of indigenous
manufacturers and will work
against the Government’s vision of
“Make in India.”
Vijaykumar HK
Raichur

C>64C74A278=0
0=38=3800A4
2;>B4C>C7A44
18;;8>=?4>?;4
8=0F>A;3
F7827C>30H
7>;3B0=
4BC8<0C43&&
18;;8>=2;40A;H
C74A45>A4
F70C4E4A?0C7
8BB4C1HC74
CF>2>D=CA84B
F8;;70E4
0<09>A
8=5;D4=24>=
C74F>A;3
0B0F7>;4

which clearly makes this a “core
concern” for both societies. It is
also important for the population
of China and India to set a new
path of development which is relevant not only for the two countries but also for the rest of the
world. Together, China and India
are close to three billion people
in a world which holds today an
estimated 7.7 billion. Clearly,
therefore, whatever path is set by
the two countries will have a
major influence on the world as
a whole.
An area in which cooperation is needed would be to develop and use renewable sources of
energy. The IPCC has clearly
assessed the reasons for the
world to keep within the 1.5oC
limit by the end of the century.
It has also defined the implications of land use, including massive consumption of meat, which
is totally unsustainable. Today,
China has increased its consumption of all forms of meat to
a huge level. However, fortunately, it is one of the leaders in the
use of renewable energy wherein both countries would derive
mutual benefits from working
together.
In Prime Minister Modi’s
Independence Day speech, he
emphasised the need for water
conservation, including precision
agriculture, rainwater harvesting
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CSX__\cSQ^^_dV_cdUbTYfYcYfU^Ucc
cfPbPRahX]VbWP\TcWPcX]b^\TbRW^^[bX]CP\X[
=PSdbcdST]cbfTaT\PSTc^fTPaR^[^daR^STSfaXbc
QP]SbPb°RPbcT\PaZTab±PbSXbcX]RcUa^\aT[XVX^db
cWaTPSbCWTfaXbcQP]Sb¯fWXRWRP\TX]WdTb^UaTS
hT[[^fVaTT]P]SbPUUa^]¯fTaTVXeTPfPhb^UcWTfTPa
Tab³RPbcTXST]cXch7^fbcdST]cbfTaT[^^ZTSPcP]ScaTPc
TSfXcWaTb_TRc^aR^]cT\_cST_T]STS^]cWTfaXbc
QP]SbcWThf^aTC^QTQaP]STS[XZTcWXbXbcWTd[cX\PcT
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P]SSTVaPSX]VcWP]STbXV]PcX]V_d_X[bPb[^fTaRPbcTb
P]SWXVWTaRPbcTbCWT_aPRcXRTd]STa[X]TbcWPccWTaTXb
]^W^_T^UTbRP_TUa^\RPbcTTeT]U^abRW^^[ZXSb8c
fXST]bcWTaXUcbQTcfTT]RPbcTb8cXbPbcPX]^]cWTb^
RP[[TS_a^dSRd[cdaT^UCP\X[=PSd
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>ebdebUdYUcgYdX2XedQ^
Sir — In the backdrop of China’s
propensity to open diplomatic
ties, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s second visit to Bhutan not
only weighed heavily on the bilateral front but was also an opportunity to woo the youth over
there. The Prime Minister’s grand
welcome on the streets from

and waste water treatment. He
also highlighted the indiscriminate use of plastic. Additionally,
he addressed the need for cutting
down on the use of chemical fertilisers in agriculture by up to 25
per cent. He stated: “This would
be a great service to the nation.
This would be a great step in saving our Mother Earth.”
China and India can work
towards the use of bio-fertilisers, which would enable us to
do away with chemical fertilisers. “Saving our Mother Earth”
is clearly a core concern for
both societies. This writer has
interacted with those responsible for conceptualising a facility called “Science City”, which
is to be established outside
Beijing over an area of 100
square kilometres.
The ambition behind this
initiative is to see that China
addresses global problems of a
long-term nature. Perhaps
India could also join hands
with China, with delineation of
principles governing intellectual property and clear areas of
common endeavour to cooperate in “Science City” so that we
work towards developing global solutions for a sustainable
future.
(The writer is former chairman, Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, 2002-15)
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eTabT?XaP__d^ZZd\T[[PdhXaZd\¯P[[[XeTbPaTT`dP[
X]QXacWCWTT\TaVT]RT^UP]Tf8]SXPXb]^c_^bbXQ[T
fXcW^dcQaTPZX]VcWTWXST^dbRWPX]b^URPbcT
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Paro to Thimpu spoke volumes
about his popularity among the
Bhutanese people.
India’s long-term commitment to foster economic and cultural ties with Bhutan has been
vital in developing a strong bond
with the neighbouring country.
This visit marked a new chapter in
relations between the two countries. A total of 10 Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) were

signed and the Prime Minister did
not miss the opportunity to narrate the Indian story to the youth
over there. However, it is also a fact
that with the world growing, and
more strategic powers courting
Bhutan, much remains to be done
to retain ties. Both India and
Bhutan must address each other’s
concerns.
Janga Bahadur Sunuwar
Bagrakote

3XQ\\U^WY^WdY]Uc
Sir — Internet services have
again been suspended in the
Jammu and Kashmir region. Post
the abrogation of Article 370, the
Government was bound to face
challenges in restoring normalcy
in the Valley. We will also need to
continue engaging with the world
community over current and
past issues over Jammu &
Kashmir with alacrity and less
reservation. This, too, will be a
challenge. So, the need for the
Government is to remain transparent across the aisle. More so
when this historical step is bound
to entail far-reaching socio-political connotations.
The Government must also
realise that a strong Opposition
is needed to sustain our democratic ethos. And, hence, it needs
to be nurtured. Tide and times
will constantly impact and test
our mettle — the J&K issue is but
one of them. The strife to add
incremental value and strength to
our polity will never cease.
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
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RUDORQJWLPH,KDYHEHHQSURSDJDWLQJWKHLGHDWKDW,QGLD
3DNLVWDQDQG%DQJODGHVKVKRXOGUHXQLWHXQGHUDVHFX
ODUJRYHUQPHQWIRUWKHLUPXWXDOJRRG VHHWKH0LVVLRQ
6WDWHPHQWDQGDUWLFOHVRQLQGLDQUHXQLILFDWLRQDVVRFLDWLRQFRLQ 
,KDYHORQJVDLGWKDW,QGLD3DNLVWDQDQG%DQJODGHVKDUHUHDO
O\RQHFRXQWU\ZLWKDFRPPRQFXOWXUHDQGZHUHRQHIRUFHQ
WXULHV
0DQ\SHRSOHKDYHFULWLFLVHGWKLVLGHDPRUHVRLQOLJKW
RI WKH UHFHQW GHYHORSPHQWV LQ WKH VXEFRQWLQHQW 0DQ\
3DNLVWDQLVLQFOXGLQJ3DNLVWDQ3ULPH0LQLVWHU,PUDQ.KDQVD\
WKDWUHFHQWGHYHORSPHQWVLQWKHUHJLRQSURYHWKDWWKHIRXQGHU
RI3DNLVWDQ0$-LQQDKZDVULJKWLQLQVLVWLQJWKDW0XVOLPV
JHWWKHLURZQKRPHODQGRWKHUZLVHDWURFLWLHV HJO\QFKLQJ
DWWDFNV DQG LQFDUFHUDWLRQ RI 0XVOLPV IRU ORQJ SHULRGV RQ
WUXPSHGXSFKDUJHV ZRXOGEHFRPPLWWHGRQWKHPLQDXQLW
HG,QGLD6RWKHVHGHYHORSPHQWVSURYHWKDW3DUWLWLRQZDVJRRG
IRU0XVOLPVDQGWKHLGHDRI,QGLDQUHXQLILFDWLRQLVRQO\DSLSH
GUHDPWKH\SRLQWRXW
0\UHSO\LVDVIROORZV2XUDLPPXVWEHWRFUHDWHDKLJK
O\LQGXVWULDOLVHGFRXQWU\EHFDXVHRQO\WKHQFDQZHJHQHU
DWHWKHZHDOWKQHHGHGIRUWKHZHOIDUHRIRXUSHRSOHDQGJLYH
WKHPGHFHQWOLYHV2QO\DKLJKOHYHORILQGXVWULDOLVDWLRQFDQ
FUHDWHPLOOLRQVRIMREVWRZLSHRXWXQHPSOR\PHQW
7KH3DUWLWLRQRI,QGLDLQDQGFUHDWLRQRIDQ,VODPLF
VWDWHZKLFKZDVDKLVWRULFDO%ULWLVKVZLQGOHRQWKHEDVLVRI
WKHERJXVWZRQDWLRQWKHRU\ZDVDLPHGDWSUHYHQWLQJWKLV
JURZWK,I,QGLDHPHUJHVDVDQRWKHU&KLQDWKHQZLWKLWVFKHDS
ODERXURXULQGXVWULHVZLOOXQGHUFXWWKHLUULYDOVIURPGHYHO
RSHGFRXQWULHV:KRZLOOEX\WKHLUFRVWO\JRRGVWKHQDQGZRQ·W
WKHLULQGXVWULHVVKXWGRZQ"2QH&KLQDKDVEHFRPHDKHDGDFKH
IRUWKH:HVW:LOOWKH\SHUPLWDQRWKHU"
6RWKHVHFUHWXQGHUVWDQGLQJDPRQJGHYHORSHGFRXQWULHV
LVWKDW,QGLDPXVWQRWEHDOORZHGWRHPHUJHDVDPRGHUQLQGXV
WULDOJLDQWOLNH&KLQD7RSUHYHQWWKDW,QGLDQVPXVWUHPDLQ
GLYLGHGRQWKHEDVLVRIUHOLJLRQFDVWHUHJLRQHWF
$OO WKLV WDON RI LPSURYLQJ UHODWLRQV EHWZHHQ ,QGLD DQG
3DNLVWDQ VXFKDVWKDWWRXWHGE\WKHFDPSDLJQ$PDQNL$VKD
LV XQUHDOLVWLF DQG QRQVHQVH 7KH YHU\ SXUSRVH RI FUHDWLQJ
3DNLVWDQDVDQ,VODPLFVWDWHZDVWKDWWKHUHVKRXOGQ·WEHSHDFH
EXW KRVWLOLW\ EHWZHHQ WKH WZR QHLJKERUV DQG +LQGXV DQG
0XVOLPV,IWKHUHDUHJRRGUHODWLRQVWKHQWKHYHU\SXUSRVH
RIFUHDWLQJ3DNLVWDQZLOOEHGHIHDWHG
2XUFRPPRQHQHP\LVPDVVLYHSRYHUW\UHFRUGXQHP
SOR\PHQWDSSDOOLQJFKLOGPDOQRXULVKPHQWIDUPHUVLQGLVWUHVV
VSLUDOOLQJSULFHVLJQRUDQFHODFNRIKHDOWKFDUHXQDEDWHGFRU
UXSWLRQDWURFLWLHVRQPLQRULWLHVHWF:HZDVWHRXUVFDQWDQG
SUHFLRXVUHVRXUFHVILJKWLQJHDFKRWKHULQVWHDGRIMRLQLQJKDQGV
DQGILJKWLQJDJDLQVWWKHVHSUREOHPVWKDWDUHRXUUHDOHQHPLHV
7R VD\ WKDW 3DUWLWLRQ ZDV QHFHVVDU\ WR VDIHJXDUG
0XVOLPVLVSXHULOH)LUVWWKHUHDUHDVPDQ\0XVOLPVLQ,QGLD
DVLQ3DNLVWDQ DERXWPLOOLRQLQHDFK 6HFRQG0XVOLPV
LQ3DNLVWDQPD\EHVDIHIURP+LQGXELJRWVEXWDUHWKH\VDIH
IURP0XVOLPELJRWV"$UH$KPDGLV6KLDVVDIH"$UH%DUHOYLV
VDIHIURP'HREDQGLV"7KH\RIWHQERPEPRVTXHVGDUJDKV
HWF$QGDUHWKH0XVOLPVWKHUHIUHHIURPWKHHYLOVRIXQHP
SOR\PHQWSULFHULVHPDOQRXULVKPHQWLJQRUDQFHODFNRIKHDOWK
FDUH FRUUXSWLRQ HWF" ,W ZDV D VWXSLG LGHD WKDW FUHDWLRQ RI
3DNLVWDQZLOONHHS0XVOLPVVDIH,QIDFW3DUWLWLRQKDVLQFUHDVHG
WKHSUREOHPVRI0XVOLPV+LQGXV6LNKV&KULVWLDQVWKHUH
6R XQOHVV ZH UHXQLWH ZH ZLOO NHHS ZDVWLQJ RXU VFDQW
UHVRXUFHVILJKWLQJHDFKRWKHUDQGZLOOQHYHUEHFRPHDKLJK
O\LQGXVWULDOLVHGFRXQWU\DQGWKXVUHPDLQSRRUZLWKPDQ\VRFLDO
HYLOV$VPHQWLRQHGHDUOLHUZHDUHUHDOO\RQHQDWLRQZLWKD
FRPPRQFXOWXUHDQGZHUHEHIRROHGE\WKH%ULWLVKLQWRWKLQN
LQJZHDUHHDFKRWKHU·VHQHPLHV%XWKRZDUHZHWRUHXQLWH"
7KLVFDQRQO\EHGRQHSHDFHIXOO\DQGYROXQWDULO\DQGZLOO
WDNHDORQJWLPHPD\EH\HDUV7KHFRPPXQDOYHQRP
ZKLFKZDVLQMHFWHGLQWRRXUERG\SROLWLFE\YHVWHGLQWHUHVWV
IRURYHUDFHQWXU\ZLOOWDNHDORQJWLPHWREHH[SHOOHG'XULQJ
WKLVSHULRGZHPXVWSDWLHQWO\H[SODLQWRWKHPDVVHVWKHWUXWK
WKDW ZH DUH UHDOO\ RQH QDWLRQ ZHUH RQH IRU FHQWXULHV DQG
VSUHDGWKHLGHDRI,QGLDQUHXQLILFDWLRQDPRQJWKHP
$V9LFWRU+XJRVDLG´7KHUHLVRQHWKLQJPRUHSRZHUIXO
WKDQDOOWKHDUPLHVLQWKHZRUOGDQGWKDWLVDQLGHDZKRVH
WLPHKDVFRPHµ7KHLGHDRI,QGLDQUHXQLILFDWLRQLVRQHZKRVH
WLPHKDVFRPHWKRXJKLWZLOOQRGRXEWWDNHDORQJWLPHWR
DFKLHYH
:H ZLOO EH FDOOHG GD\GUHDPHUV E\ PDQ\ %XW ZKHQ
*LXVHSSH0D]]LQLVSRNHRI,WDOLDQXQLILFDWLRQKHWRRZDVFDOOHG
DGD\GUHDPHUWKRXJKWKHGUHDPEHFDPHDUHDOLW\WKDQNVWR
WKHHIIRUWVRI&RXQW&DYRXUDQG*LXVHSSH*DULEDOGL:HVWDQG
(DVW*HUPDQ\UHXQLWHGLQDIWHUSDUWLWLRQLQ1RUWK
DQG6RXWK9LHWQDPUHXQLWHGLQDIWHUDSDUWLWLRQRIRYHU
\HDUV
$WSUHVHQWDOOWKDWQHHGVWREHGRQHLVWRVSUHDGWKHLGHD
RIUHXQLILFDWLRQDVLVEHLQJGRQHE\WKH,QGLDQ5HXQLILFDWLRQ
$VVRFLDWLRQ/DWHUZKHQWKHLGHDKDVJULSSHGWKHLPDJLQD
WLRQDQGPLQGVRIWKHPDVVHVWKHQSHRSOHZLOOXVHWKHLUFUH
DWLYLW\DQGILQGZD\VWRPDNHDSHDFHIXOUHXQLILFDWLRQDUHDO
LW\
+RZHYHULW·VYLWDOWKDWVXFKDUHXQLILFDWLRQLVXQGHUDOLE
HUDOOHDGHUVKLSZKLFKZKLOHHQVXULQJUHOLJLRXVIUHHGRPGRHV
QRWWROHUDWHUHOLJLRXVELJRWU\IURPDQ\TXDUWHUDQGFUXVKHV
LW ZLWK DQ LURQ KDQG 6XFK SURJUHVVLYH OHDGHUV ZLOO UDSLGO\
HQVXUHLQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQRIWKHQDWLRQSURYLGHIRUWKHZHOIDUH
RIWKHSHRSOHDQGFDWDSXOW,QGLDLQWRWKHIURQWUDQNVRIWKH
ZRUOGFRPPXQLW\+RZDQGZKHQVXFKDKLVWRULFWUDQVIRU
PDWLRQZLOOWDNHSODFHZKRWKHVHOHDGHUVZRXOGEHLVLPSRV
VLEOHWRSUHGLFW%XWLWLVDQHFHVVLW\
7KHZULWHULVDIRUPHUMXGJHRIWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWRI,QGLD
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he recent suicide by Café Coffee Day
owner jolted every coffee lover in the
country and brought to the fore the grim
reality that high debt can be dangerous for a
company. A business is said to be overleveraged when it carries too much debt and is
unable to make interest payments on loans and
meet other expenses.
Overleveraged companies are often unable to
pay operating expenses because of the burden
brought on by debt in the form of interest payments and principal repayments. Overleveraging
can sometimes lead to a downward financial spiral where the company cannot generate enough
revenue to make the debt payments and pay its
usual operating expenses. This leads to the company having to borrow more to stay in operation,
and the problem gets worse. This spiral usually
ends when the company closes its doors or files
for bankruptcy protection.
A less leveraged company can be better
positioned to sustain drops in revenue because
they do not have the same expensive debt-related burden on their cash flow. Businesses that
borrow money to add to a product line,
expand internationally, or upgrade their facilities are often better able to offset the risk they
take on when borrowing.
Leverage can be measured by financial leverage ratios, sometimes called equity or debt
ratios, which measure the value of equity in a company by analyzing its overall debt picture. These
ratios either compare debt or equity to assets as
well as shares outstanding to measure the true
value of the equity in a business.
This shows how much of the company
assets belong to the shareholders rather than creditors. When shareholders own a majority of the
assets, the company is said to be less leveraged.
When creditors own a majority of the assets, the
company is considered highly leveraged. All of
these measurements are important for investors
to understand how risky the capital structure of
a company is and if it is worth investing in.
The most common financial leverage ratios
are debt ratios, debt-equity ratios and equity ratios.
Debt ratio is a solvency ratio that measures a firm’s
total liabilities as a percentage of its total assets.
In a sense, the debt ratio shows a company’s ability to pay off its liabilities with its assets. In other
words, this shows how many assets the company must sell in order to pay off all its liabilities.
The debt to equity ratio is a financial, liquidity ratio that compares a company’s total debt
to total equity. The debt to equity ratio shows
the percentage of company financing that
comes from creditors and investors. A higher
debt to equity ratio indicates that more creditor financing, i.e., bank loans, is being used than
investor financing, i.e., shareholders.
The equity ratio is an investment leverage
or solvency ratio that measures the amount of
assets that are financed by the owner’s investments by comparing the total equity in the company to the total assets.
In fact, some years ago, a team of financial
scholars at Stanford Graduate School of Business
and at Germany’s Max Planck Institute studied
banks and found that they have become “addict-
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ed” to increasing their debt levels steadily.
According to them, “leverage begets leverage”.
However, it was further analysed that other corporations have become addicted to debt, even
when it reduces the total value of the enterprise.
Once a company begins to take on debt, they say,
the leverage becomes almost “irreversible.”
Shareholders will generally oppose measures that
reduce debt and support moves to increase it
whenever the opportunity arises.
According to Paul Pfleiderer, a professor of
finance at Stanford, taking leverage is like eating potato chips. One cannot stick to the commitment of eating just a few chips. So, if one cannot stop after eating just one chip, one might be
better off not eating them at all.
The authors argue that since reducing debt
entails a transfer of risk - and wealth - from
shareholders to creditors, there is a clear disincentive for shareholders to cut back on borrowing. If a company buys back its bonds, for example, bondholders will demand a premium
above the current market price for those bonds.
That’s because bondholders will insist that the
buyback price reflect the fact that the remaining debt will be at less risk of default.
In other words, bondholders get all the benefits of debt reduction and shareholders have to
foot the cost upfront. Government tax policy
makes companies even more biased toward
higher debt, because it allows companies to deduct
interest payments from their taxable income.
In theory, creditors can protect themselves
by insisting on contracts or “covenants” that restrict
a company’s ability to increase its leverage in the
future. Among other things, covenants can
restrict a company from selling additional bonds
or making big payouts to shareholders, which
reduce the company’s equity.
In practice, the authors argue, covenants are
difficult to enforce. Most covenants give companies at least some discretion to take on more debt,

because companies need flexibility in dealing with
new opportunities and problems. On top of that,
the creditors are often dispersed and unable to take
a unified position.
The most obvious risk of high debt is the
increased danger of falling into financial distress
or even bankruptcy. But on the other hand, rising leverage can also make companies reluctant
to invest in promising new projects.
That’s because part of the increase in value
generated by an investment would flow not to the
shareholders but to the creditors, because their
bonds and loans would become more secure.
Corporate boards take a hard new look at how
much they compensate management through
stock options and other grants of equity in the
company. The more money managers earn from
grants of stock and options, rather than from their
salaries, the more they will align their self-interest with shareholders rather than creditors
As bad as it may seem, at some point, almost
all businesses must take out loans. Debt financing can be attractive to business owners because
banks won’t dictate how they should spend the
money and they don’t have to split up company ownership. Highly leveraged companies are
very sensitive to economic declines and at higher risk for bankruptcy.
There are several problems of a highly leveraged company. First, the lenders require borrowers to pay back their loan in a timely manner.
This becomes a problem for fledgling companies that borrow money for projects with longterm returns. If payments come due before the
company starts seeing returns, loan repayments
can be a crippling expense.
Paying back the loan on a regular basis
means less money to finance operations and
invest in growth opportunities.
Second, substantial loan payments can easily cripple a highly leveraged company. A company doesn’t have an obligation to repay capi-

tal from equity sources.
However, banks and lenders have top seniority when it comes to repayment in the event of
a bankruptcy. This means that lenders will get
paid out before anyone else, including the company owner. If the company has a secured loan,
the bank can repossess company assets.
Depending on the business structure and the
terms of the loan, the owner of the company may
also be personally liable for the loan repayment.
Third, just like with individual lending, banks
scrutinize corporate credit reports before doling
out more loans. Banks are unlikely to provide further funding to highly leveraged organizations.
Not only are these companies at high risk for
bankruptcy, the new lender might not get paid
back if the company goes under.
Older loans typically carry higher seniority
compared to newer loans, so lenders are hesitant to put themselves at the bottom of the list
for recouping their investment. In the event a
bank does issue a loan, the interest rate will be
high enough to account for that increased risk.
Fourth, one of the options a company has
to reduce its financial leverage is to increase the
amount of equity capital.
However, investors rarely give money to
highly leveraged businesses. Investors avoid
highly leveraged companies for all the same
reasons lenders do, plus they’re the last in line
to get repaid.
If an investor is willing to invest in a highly leveraged company they’ll expect to receive an
especially large percentage of ownership in
exchange for their money.
It’s important that further research should
be done to shed light on why companies can
become hooked to high debt. As they say about
other forms of addiction, admitting you have a
problem is the first step towards solving it.
(The writer is Assistant Professor, Amity
University)
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yebrows were raised when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
expressed concern about the population explosion in the country in his
recent Independence Day speech.
There was a feeling of surprise that the
Prime Minister chose to bring up an
issue that has been a ‘No- No’ for many
politicians from the days of Emergency
when the Indira Gandhi government
used coercive population control measures. Her Family Planning programme
received widespread condemnation
and effectively never realized its purpose. Later the ministry’s name was
changed to Family Welfare.
India’s population is 1.34 billion,
which is nearly a four-fold increase
since Independence. Modi has reasons
for concern as according to the World
Population Prospects 2019 of the
United Nations, India is expected to add
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nearly 273 million people between 2019
and 2050. Inevitably, with these figures,
“India is projected to surpass China as
the world’s most populous country
around 2027”, the report said. The
biggest challenge for India is its unpreparedness to accommodate such a
huge population. Looking at these figures, “The time has now come that we
should take such challenges ahead,”
Modi said.
Interestingly, while Modi talked
about India’s demographic dividend in
his first term, in his second term he has
realised that though a large population
by itself may not be a bad thing, it has
to contribute to the growth of the
country. This needs to be supported by
capital, technology and infrastructure,
as well as skills. That is why the Prime
Minister is now talking of education as
a means of both moderating the rising
population and making it productive.
The country is already facing an
acute drinking water crisis, garbage disposal and sewage treatment problems,
inadequate rainfall, climate change,
increased levels of pollution, high
infant and child mortality rate and poor
standard of living in the economically
weaker sections.
The Prime Minister’s speech was

mainly targeted towards these poorer
sections of society and his appeal to them
for keeping the family small was aimed
at improving their standard of living.
He is aware that the poor are missing out on opportunities to climb up the
economic and social ladder because they
have too many mouths to feed. Making
it a nationalistic issue, he said, “Those
who follow the policy of a small family
also contribute to the development of the
nation; it is also a form of patriotism.”
Why did Modi talk of population
explosion now? It obviously stems from
the fact that his hands are strengthened
after the massive mandate he received
in the 2019 polls.
Politically, Modi is much stronger
today, while the Opposition is weak like
never before. Add to that the Prime
Minister’s recent success in Parliament
in getting controversial Bills like Triple
Talaq and abrogation of Article 370 pertaining to the special status of Jammu
and Kashmir passed, despite being in a
minority in the Rajya Sabha.
Second, the Indian Right-wing,
including the BJP, has always expressed
concerns about the increasing minority population. They feel that the Muslims
are trying to overtake Hindus in the
country by multiplying fast. The

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Mohan Bhagwat, during his annual Dussehra address some time ago,
noted, “We need to rise above vote bank
politics to formulate a holistic approach,
equally applicable to all citizens, towards
the population policy.”
In Parliament too, BJP members
have raised this issue. Recently Rakesh
Sinha, a BJP Member of Parliament,
introduced a Private Member’s Bill to
regulate population. Earlier, another BJP
member Sanjeev Balyan, who is now a
minister, had also introduced another
Bill with the backing of 124 members.
The late BJP stalwart Atal Bihari
Vajpayee too had made such an attempt
in 2000 by bringing a forward-looking
National Population Policy. However, it
made the two-child norm a voluntary
commitment for individuals. The Modi
Government has also followed the same
approach that the family planning programme in India is target-free and voluntary in nature.
Modi’s speech has triggered speculation that a mild interventionist population policy is not far off. It is a very sensitive issue both at the state level as well
as the religious level.
The North-South divide and the
Hindu-Muslim divide are the two

issues that raise their heads whenever
the spotlight is on population control.
While the southern states feel that their
great success in bringing down the population is costing them in terms of
resources devolved from the Centre, the
Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi has claimed this week that
it is a social reform.
The Prime Minister is not one to
waste words and he has used the
Independence Day speech to prepare the
country for population regulation, going
forward. There is an urgent need to
aggressively push concepts like the twochild policy, child spacing, increased use
of contraceptives and voluntary sterilisation. The two-child norm should be
made a uniform criterion for government jobs, getting aid and subsidies and
other benefits. Perhaps incentives and
disincentives might work better in containing the size of the family. The
health ministry is already implementing
many of these schemes, but much more
will be needed to create awareness and
to make an impact in the long run.
As India aspires to become a major
economic power, it’s time to define
whether a growing population is an
opportunity or a danger.
(The writer is a senior journalist)
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BA is one of the most popular postgraduate programmes among students
because it offers a broad range of
rewarding career opportunities. The
choice of career usually depends on
your professional interest and type
of specialisation you have taken up
during MBA. Technology and digitisation are also redefining the traditional job roles in MBA. The
future jobs will be automated and
machine-powered but at the same
time create new job roles such as digital evangelist, experience and
engagement managers and many
others.
While the salary package and
growth prospects differ from one
industry to another, the following
jobs are known to offer an excellent
pay scale after MBA:
Q Marketing Manager
Marketing managers are expected to formulate and execute a marketing strategy to promote a company’s products and services. They
monitor and analyse market trends,
identify target markets, understand
customers’ expectations, study com-

M

petitors’ marketing tactics and develop sales/marketing campaigns. You
can also choose niche marketing
management careers such as consumer behaviour, digital marketing, rural marketing, retail marketing, brand management or media
planning, all of which pay very well.
Q Financial Manager
Every organisation needs a dedicated financial manager to handle its
financial activities, decisions and
portfolio. Financial managers keep
track of financial transactions, manage assets and investments, prepare
financial reports, forecast budgets,
maintain relationships with financial
institutions, assist in mergers and
acquisitions and ensure that the
finance department meets regulatory compliances. You can earn even
more handsomely by opting for
more specialised roles such as risk
managers, insurance managers, treasurers, investment banker, project
finance managers, etc. in the financial management field.
Fintech is another booming sector in the financial management
industry. Technologies such as arti-

ficial intelligence and blockchain are
disrupting financial services for better and adding a new dimension to
financial jobs. Some of the career
opportunities created by fintech are
blockchain developer, data specialist, financial analyst and quantitative
analyst among many others.
Q Business Analyst
Business analysts bridge the gap
between an organisation’s business
objectives and information technology capabilities. They gather customer requirements and identify
both functional and technical
requirements of a company/project/program to outline problems,
opportunities and solutions. They
also interact with various other
departments of the organisation to
develop efficient business process
models and workflow analysis.

Basically, business analysts are a vital
communication link between customers, organisation and all other
stakeholders for running operations
smoothly.
QHuman Resources Manager
Human resource managers have
the accountability to manage
employees of the company and look
after their welfare. This job comprises several duties such as recruitment, onboarding, training, payroll, labour relations, employee policies, performance appraisals and
employee exits. You can choose to
become a human resource generalist or specialist. As a generalist, you
are responsible for end-to-end
human resource functions. As a
specialist, you can focus on pursuing a specific area such as employee training and development, human

resource information systems
(HRIS), human resource analytics,
compensation and benefits, change
management, labour compliance
manager and others. Both generalists and specialists get competitive
salary packages.
QOperations Manager
Operations managers play a vital
role in e-commerce, telecommunication, logistics, financial services,
construction and manufacturing
companies. They oversee end-to-end
processes right from the procurement of raw materials from suppliers to last-mile delivery to customers and even reverse logistics.
They ensure that all processes work
in an integrated manner to optimise
resource allocation, improve efficiency and increase profitability.
QManagement Consultant
Management consultants can
work independently or get hired by
top management consulting firms.
They provide a broad spectrum of
services ranging from finance and
marketing to human resources and
legal advisory. They work closely
with top management to solve a specific problem by analysing the root
cause, finding long-term sustainable
solutions and improving the overall
performance of the company. The
consultancy usually lasts from a few
weeks to a few months, depending
on the complexity of the issue.
The above-listed job roles can
put you on a fast-track career path
and earn you even more money as
you gain more experience.
CWTfaXcTaXb3XaTRc^aBh\QX^bXb2T]caTU^a
<P]PVT\T]cP]S7d\P]ATb^daRT
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TKWs Institute of
Banking & Finance, New
Delhi invites applications for
admissions to it’s PG diploma
in banking & Finance programme.
This programme aims at
providing students, a strong
academic foundation in
accounting together. PG
Diploma course in Banking &
Finance that prepares the candidates simultaneously for
public sector & private sector
banks. With certificate in
International Trade and
Finance (CITF), a student
can easily seek job in trade
department of a bank.
Duration: One year
Eligibility: Minimum
qualification for securing
admission to degree programme is Class XII pass in
commerce stream with minimum 55 per cent marks from
any recognised board
How to apply: Log on to
www.tkwsibf.edu.in.
L ast date to apply :
August 30, 2019.
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IIM Udaipur invites applications for admissions to it’s
MBA in Global Supply Chain
Management programme.
The programme gives srudents two options wherein
one option offers dual degrees
— MBA from IIMU and MS
from Purdue University and
the second option offers MBA
from IIMU with two weeks of
international experience.
This programme is
designed for experienced professionals aiming at developing the potential of future
leadersintending to work in
top-level roles in large corporates.
Duration: One year
Eligibility: Candidates
should have passed Class XII
and should have a minimum
of four years (for applying for
the dual degree option) or
three years (for applying for
the IIMU exclusive option) of
university education with a
bachelor’s degree or equivalent in any discipline.
How to apply: Log on to

mbascmadmission@iimu.ac.in
or contact the admission
office at 0294-2477106.
L ast date to apply :
October 15, 2019.
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Education and Career
Times invites applications for
admissions to it’s content writing courses.
Eligibility: Anyone who
has appeared for or passed
Clss XII exam can enroll for
content writing courses. You
should be able to read and
understand English language
to be eligible to attend the
class.
How to apply: Log on to
https://ect.co.in.
L ast date to apply :
August 30, 2019.
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Cradle Institute of
Paramedical Sciences invites
applications for admissions
to it’s Diploma in General
Duty Assistant programme.
The programme aims to
provide efficient and balanced
training in medical science.
This course offers challenging
career in a hospital, minor
emergency centers, private
laboratory, blood donor centers, doctor’s office or clinics.
Duration: One year
Eligibility: Minimum
qualification is Class XII
passed and from any recognised board.
How to apply: Log on to
www.cmi-hm.com or the
application forms and
brochure may be obtained
from admission office of
Cradle
Institute
of
Paramedical Sciences, 988,
Near
Oberoi
Farm,
Kapashera, New Delhi — 37.
L ast date to apply :
August 22, 2019.
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rt has been one of the key unifying factors for the Indian sociA
ety. Visual art is an art form that
focuses on creating pieces of work by
the means of visual environment, in
order to convey messages of emotion,
ideas or information. It can also integrate skills such as creativity, communication, cooperation and critical
thinking and prepare youth for the
future.
A course in Visual Arts appeals
to the aesthetic sense of students and
makes their imaginative senses grow.
Realising the potential of Visual
Arts, the World University of Design
(WUD) is offering eight specially
curated courses in Visual Arts discipline for young students in India.
If you have creative instinct and
love analysing how people make
meaning out of symbols and art then
under mentioned are the courses you
can’t miss to watch out for.
Q Digital Drawing & Illustration
This is the only undergraduate
course in India that looks at drawings
in a holistic and futuristic way specially designed to keep pace with
changing technology and its role in
art and culture. Digital Drawing
and Illustration students will develop skills with a variety software-based
skill, while constantly being exposed

to traditional media methods and
conceptual drawing skills. The opportunities one can explore post doing
the course medical or Legal
Animator, Comic book artist and
Architectural 3D Modeler.
Q Fashion Arts
This course focuses on creating
a bridge between fashion & visual arts
to create professionals who will be
able to meet the requirements of the
rising demands of the fashion and
entertainment industries. One can
explore various career options after
opting this course like advertising,
product design, apparel design event
management, trend forecasters and

in publishing industry.
Q Curatorial Practices in Arts
The programme offers a handson curriculum that balances collaboration and socially engaged practices
with academic research in history
and theory. Students work in diverse
experimental contexts & formats,
with alternative models of exhibition
planning. The scope of this course
involves curating art exhibitions and
exhibitions programmes for museums and galleries, initiating creative
ventures in the arts and cultural sector and project development.
Q Contemporary Art
Contemporary Indian art fuses

FXcW[TbbcWP]^]T\^]cW[TUcU^acWT94 21C!bcdST]cb^UcT]bcPac_P]XRZX]V
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fter the result declaration of
RRB CBT — 1, the students are
A
left with a very short period of time

multiple concepts and forms of
media to express both traditional
Indian and non-traditional themes.
As contemporary art continues to
evolve and challenge, it finds new
ways to engage the viewer. Course in
Contemporary art focuses on art in
the broader context of Indian history, sociology, politics, gender and cultural studies. After completing the
course, the student can work as a
Professional Artist, Art Director,
Art Advisor, Art Critic & Curator,
Q Visual Communication art and
strategic branding
Visual Communications is a
general studies programme that
explores principles in drawing, computer graphic design, visual communication techniques and interaction design. It teach students to
become proficient in the use of digital tools, such as Adobe Photoshop
and Illustrator, and school them in all
forms of visual communication, such
as web, packaging, book, and magazine design. Gone are the days when
Designers function in isolation. One
can work in Graphic Design Studios,
publishing houses, advertising firm
or even freelancing after opting
courses in visual communications.

around twenty days to prepare for
CBT — 2. Smart preparation and
incorporating few techniques the
students can ace the CBT — 2 exam
as well. Here are seven tips and techniques to crack the RRB JE CBT —
2 exam.
Analyse the syllabus: First things
first, it is advised that the students
should first analyse the syllabus
which is classified and concise. The
preparation of RRB JE CBT-2 differs
from SSC/GATE OR IES preparation.
So, the students should stick to the
syllabus and prepare smartly.
Practice direct questions:
Students should focus on practicing
direct questions rather than giving
too much time to theory. Compared
to reading theory, it will be beneficial
for the students if they do solve direct
questions as it may increase their efficiency also. Level of questions are
expected to be moderate so high level
questions should not be considered.
Prepare a proper time table:
Student should make a proper time
table including two-three subjects
daily. It's always advised to study twothree subjects daily in loop than going
for only one subject to maintain the
efficiency. And, direct question
CWTfaXcTaXbEXRT2WP]RT[[^aF^a[S should be practiced on a daily basis
D]XeTabXch^U3TbXV] at least hundred to two hundred
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he result of Company
Secretaries Professional
Programme and Executive
Programme examinations
held in June, 2019 is scheduled to be declared at 11 am
and 2 pm respectively on
Sunday, August 25, 2019.
This will be hosted on the
website of the institute —
www.icsi.edu.
The result along with
individual candidatess subject-wise break-up of marks
will also be made available
on the website immediately

T

after declaration of the
result.
Candidates of Executive
Programme cxamination
can download their e-Result
cum-Marks Statement
immediately after the declaration of result from the
institute’s website for their
reference and records and
no physical/hardcopy of the
marks statement will be sent
in this regard. However,
hard copy of the result cummarks statement shall be
issued to the candidates of
Professional Programme
examination.

he United States of America
(USA) based NRI — Hersh
Kumar has offered to award Gold
medals to graduating doctors at
AIIMS Rishikesh in Uttarakhand.
A former IIT-Roorkee product
and a Gold medalist himself,
Hersh has also created a corpus
fund for such awards and scholarships and vows to extend this
program to other medical institutes across the country in near
future.
The students with highest
commitment to the ethics of profession and compassion in patient

T

care will be awarded the Gold
medal christened as Hersh and
Rita Kumar Golden Heart Award
to be instituted from current academic session only. This was
announced by Hersh and his
wife — Rita during his visit to the
AIIMS campus in Rishikesh last
week to conduct a mentoring session for MBBS students in the
presence of institute Director —
Dr Ravi Kant.
“While giving scholarships,
financial aids and awards, somehow focus remains on academic
excellence and financial condition
of recipients. However there is a
serious decline in the passion for

=A87TabW:d\PafXcW088<BAXbWXZTbW
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profession, compassion, desire to
serve with ethics. The focus
remains on mind but not on heart.
The Gold medal program consists
of mentoring sessions to emphasise on ultimate wisdom of involv-

questions.
Don’t ignore the non-technical
part: Nontechnical part covers 50
marks and it needs to be practiced
daily. Students to dedicatedly devote
at least an hour daily to practice it,
students who ace this section will definitely score well and get at the edge
Revision strategy: A good revision strategy is also important
because without revision whatever
the students study will be futile. So
at least every third day student
should revise whatever they have
studied in past two days. This cycle
of revision must continue till the
exam.
Formulas are very important:
For RRB JE CBT-2, the numerical’s
will be mostly based on direct formulas and thus students must
remember them. A simple hack to

ing heart along with mind in the
profession,” said Hersh Kumar.
While mentoring the students at AIIMS, Hersh said there
should be a ‘four wheel drive system’ which means that if we
involve mind as the front wheel
and heart as real wheel or vice
versa, it will make a four wheel
drive system that is genuinely
more powerful.
“It will allow professionals to
tap to their true hidden potential
and enable them to be high
achievers professionally with more
job satisfaction. It will also help
them in their holistic development
as a human being,” Kumar adds.

remember all the formulas are that
they can write all the formulas on
a chart paper and paste them in front
of their study table which will help
them in daily revisions. This is an
important step as in CBT-2 exam virtual calculator is allowed and mostly all the numerical’s will be formula based and those formulas must be
on your tips.
Short notes and flash cards:
Students should revise from the
short notes and flash cards to save
time. The exam is all about smart
preparation thus short notes & flash
cards are always a better option.
Since the gap between CBT-1
and CNT-2 is very short the exam is
expected to be easy. So, it is all about
right preparation at the right time and
you can score well.
CWTfaXcTaXb5^d]STa24>2PcP[hbc6a^d_

=TfWXVWU^aBA<
?=BQ =4F34;78

olding out hope for people suffering from
H
Achalasia, a rare disorder of
Esophagus causing difficulty in
swallowing food, a Per-Oral
Endoscopic Myotomy, an
advanced Endoscopis procedure has been performed for
the first time at SRM Medical
College Hospital and Research
Centre, Kattankulathur, COO
Dr Ram Natesan has said.
The operation was performed by SRM Medical
College Hospital and Research

Centre’s interventional endoscopic gastro enterologist Dr N
A Rajesh under the overall
supervision of chief surgical
gastro enterologist Dr A
Rathnaswami.
The procedure was first
introduced in 2008 in Japan
and is currently done only in
a few advanced endoscopic
centres in India.
This procedure requires,
apart from specialised endoscopic equipment, a skilled
endoscopist with adequate
training in therapeutic
Endoscopic procedures.
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angladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and tennis
B
star Sania Mirza will be
among co-chairs for India
Economic Summit to be held
here in October by the World
Economic Forum, where hundreds of Indian and global
leaders would discuss India’s
role in South Asia and on the
world stage. Hasina and Mirza
will be joined by Singapore’s
Deputy Prime Minister and
Finance Minister Heng Swee
Keat, Apollo Hospitals
Enterprise’s Executive ViceChair person
Shobana
Kamineni and S equoia
Capital India’s Managing
Director Shailendra Singh as
other co-chairs.
Mirza will co-chair the
summit as a sportsperson
and the UN Women Goodwill
Ambassador for South Asia.
The two-day summit, scheduled for October 3-4, will be
held by Geneva-based WEF
in collaboration with industry
body CII (Confederation of
Indian Industry) under the
theme of ‘Innovating for
India: Strengthening South
Asia, Impacting the World’.
According to the World
Economic Forum (WEF), the
meeting will address strategic
issues of regional significance
under four thematic pillars the new geopolitical reality

and new social, ecological
and technological systems.
The WEF said India as the
fastest-growing large economy in the world has demonstrated remarkable strength
and resilience amid global
slowdown. The country’s and
the region’s role is critical to
the sustainability of global
economic growth and if this
is to be Asia’s century, the role
of South Asia will be indispensable, it added.
B esides, the rise of
advanced technologies has
the potential to create economic and social value, and
bolster India’s goal of maintaining its growth momentum
while attaining greater social
inclusion and regional cooperation. The WEF, which
hosts its annual summit in
Swiss Alps resort town of
Davos every year, said the
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India meeting will convene
key leaders from government,
private sector, academia and
civil society to facilitate dialogue on policy tools, business
models, industry standards,
norms and guidelines for
boosting the dynamism of
India to attain its growth
potential. The meeting will
also focus on accelerating the
adoption of Fourth Industrial
Revolution technologies and
optimally governing them to
assist India to leapfrog to an
advanced stage of development and provide the world
with replicable proof of a
successful model, affecting
billions of people globally.
Top leaders expected to attend
the meeting include senior
ministers Nitin Gadkari,
Piyush Goyal, Smriti Irani,
Dharmendra Pradhan, and
Hardeep Singh Puri.

New Delhi (PTI): State
Bank of India (SBI), the country’s largest lender, on Tuesday
announced a number of offers
including cheaper rates for
home and auto loan borrowers,
to cash in on festival fervour.
Customers can avail the cheaper loans with added benefits
such as waiver in processing
fees, pre-approved digital loans
and loans with no escalation in
interest rates spread across
various categories, SBI said in
a statement.
The bank has not specified
the time period for which this
festival offer would be valid.
However, the move would be
followed by the other lenders as
well. “SBI has waived processing fees on car loans during festival season. The bank is offering lowest interest rate starting
from 8.70 per cent to customers
opting for car loan, with no

escalation in interest,” it said.
No escalation will ensure that
the customer will not have to
face fluctuation in the interest
rate. For customers applying for
a car loan online through the
bank’s digital platform like
YONO or website, a 25-basis
point concession on interest
rate can be availed, it said.
The salaried customers can
also avail the loan up to 90 per
cent of the car’s on-road price,
it said. Recently, SBI reduced
marginal cost of funds-based
lending rate (MCLR) by 15 bps
due to which overall home loan
interest rate is now reduced by
35 bps since April 2019.
Currently, the bank offers
cheapest home loan with an
interest rate of 8.05 per cent as
repo rate-linked home loan
and this rate will be applicable
to all existing and new loan
from September 1, it said.

outh Korean auto major
Hyundai on Tuesday expanded its compact segment portfolio in India with the launch of
Grand i10 Nios hatchback,
priced between Rs 4.99 lakh and
Rs 7.99 lakh (ex-showroom).
The company, which is present
in the country through a wholly-owned subsidiary, has introduced the model with both
petrol and diesel powertrains.
The petrol variants, with
manual and automated manual
transmission (AMT), are priced
between Rs 4.99 lakh
and Rs 7.14 lakh.
Diesel
trims,
including manual
and automatic
variants are
t a g g e d
between Rs
6.7 lakh and
Rs 7.99 lakh.
The company
claimed fuel
efficiency of

20.7 km/litre for the 1.2 litre
petrol manual variants and 20.5
km/litre for the AMT versions.
The 1.2 litre diesel manual and
AMT variants come with fuel
efficiency of 26.2 km/litre, it
added.
Hyundai Motor India Ltd
(HMIL) MD and CEO SS Kim
said the new model is a made in
India product for the global
market. “The launch of Grand
i10 Nios will stand for our commitment to the Indian market
and fulfil our promise of creating a happy life for our customers,” he added. The company expects
t o
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New Delhi (PTI): Tech giant
Samsung on Tuesday said it is
confident of cornering 65 per
cent market share in the premium smartphone segment (Rs
30,000 and above) with the
launch of its flagship Galaxy
Note 10 and 10+ in India.
The company, which competes with the likes of OnePlus
and Apple, in this segment, said

in the first half of 2019 (JanuaryJune), its market share was at 63
per cent in value terms in the premium category (as per GfK
data). “We had 52 per cent value
market share in the premium
segment in 2018. This rose to
63 per cent in H1 2019,”
Samsung India Senior Vice
President and Head of Marketing,
Mobile Business Ranjivjit Singh

told PTI. He added that by the
year-end, the company
is confident of
expand-

ing
this share
further to 65
per cent and above.
“The premium category, esti-

mated to be about Rs 15,00020,000 crore, is growing at
about 9-10 per cent. We are
growing at strong double
digits and expect to grow at
over 20 per cent,” he said. Apart
from the Note series, the company’s lineup in the premium category includes Samsung Galaxy
S series and A80. He said the
Note 10 series has powerful flag-

sell around 7,000 units of the
model to begin with. It will also
continue to offer Grand i10,
which currently sells over 10,000
units a month. Kim said the
Grand i10 Nios will further
enhance the company’s portfolio in the compact segment,
which accounts for over 50 per
cent of the total PV sales in India
at present, and help the company grow its market share, which
currently stands at 19.4 per
cent. “We still believe that in the
next five years the segment will
be the dominant segment in
Indian car market,” he said
adding the new offering will target millennials while the existing Grand i10 would be offered
for customers in tier II and III
cities, where there is still
demand for affordable feature-rich
compact cars. Till
date, Hyundai
has sold around
2.72 million units
of Grand i10
across the globe.

ship devices that will take the productivity and creativity of millennial users to the next level.
“For the first time ever, Galaxy
Note10 comes in two sizes, so
consumers can find the Note
that’s best for them. It has an
enhanced S Pen that converts
handwriting to digital text,
and enhanced Samsung DeX
for PC and link to Windows
for all meeting productivity
needs of the customers,” Singh
added.
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1155.95 1174.75
IBVENTURES
205.20 206.45
OBEROIRLTY
544.00 552.90
POWERGRID
207.00 210.90
PIDILITIND
1365.95 1383.35
ADANIPOWER
60.70
60.70
KAJARIACER
509.00 509.00
GRASIM
733.70 736.15
IOC
125.85 126.00

Low
34.35
70.55
5.46
505.05
834.00
781.05
5960.30
119.10
1272.85
1397.90
412.70
245.55
139.25
45.20
41.45
516.60
280.85
41.70
353.15
89.60
2168.00
97.30
4.34
1334.20
385.35
3237.55
1388.70
211.30
97.90
3.32
417.45
2372.00
1245.30
2207.00
101.00
1483.20
517.80
831.80
252.35
382.40
92.05
669.25
2075.40
664.80
4025.00
116.90
2633.30
97.40
117.65
73.30
63.00
255.20
1813.50
64.65
239.40
346.80
194.55
117.40
1605.10
308.40
2519.55
173.45
1075.45
267.00
57.60
668.50
7211.15
223.40
964.85
387.80
15833.00
657.00
19.65
374.05
141.65
126.00
65.60
1744.55
323.10
22.85
132.60
132.20
1430.00
1583.30
49.70
412.50
61.40
31.40
221.70
1461.00
454.55
2716.45
177.95
616.20
54.10
1066.00
2261.80
1162.80
1533.60
1145.55
197.55
515.25
205.80
1361.20
57.75
482.95
719.65
123.50

LTP
34.60
71.25
5.84
521.45
848.45
792.90
6198.75
123.80
1276.00
1486.25
417.15
246.55
141.00
46.50
42.50
527.45
283.65
42.50
358.30
90.15
2187.15
98.15
4.44
1342.60
389.90
3294.70
1404.75
218.25
98.75
3.34
420.80
2394.65
1259.10
2222.00
104.00
1506.10
527.90
854.55
253.35
387.25
93.40
672.20
2090.80
668.50
4033.45
119.25
2669.30
98.10
121.85
74.45
63.90
259.10
1841.05
65.60
241.65
350.55
195.25
118.00
1632.55
314.65
2554.90
177.25
1092.95
270.65
58.10
677.50
7231.75
225.30
981.40
391.15
15897.95
670.40
19.85
377.60
142.35
127.35
66.60
1779.85
327.15
23.45
134.25
135.50
1447.45
1595.05
49.95
439.70
61.70
32.20
224.65
1474.90
459.55
2742.85
179.30
620.00
55.95
1083.85
2273.20
1185.05
1540.95
1151.80
200.85
524.90
206.05
1370.95
59.00
488.60
729.40
124.25

IDBI
DCBBANK
GMRINFRA
NOCIL
MCX
GNFC
BHARTIARTL
SRF
SRTRANSFIN
RAYMOND
DABUR
ONGC
GODFRYPHLP
PHILIPCARB
GLENMARK
NIITTECH
MINDTREE
APOLLOHOSP
CEATLTD
GRAPHITE
AVANTI
CENTURYTEX
GODREJIND
UPL
WESTLIFE
AMBUJACEM
TATAMTRDVR
LUPIN
INDIACEM
LTI
CIPLA
ADANIGAS
LICHSGFIN
IDFCFIRSTB
MARICO
BHARATFORG
SPARC
JKTYRE
EQUITAS
INTELLECT
AUROPHARMA
BPCL
INFRATEL

27.90
210.95
15.75
83.30
868.45
196.40
360.80
2939.00
1060.00
619.45
432.90
127.00
1049.90
126.00
368.75
1319.95
706.60
1486.00
876.50
292.00
298.60
899.00
452.90
539.00
281.00
211.20
56.00
733.10
79.80
1613.00
478.40
153.50
483.90
45.45
396.55
397.95
158.90
59.90
111.05
226.10
607.90
347.30
253.00

27.90
214.00
15.99
83.30
868.45
199.90
362.35
2942.25
1075.30
620.40
433.15
127.00
1063.50
126.90
375.65
1397.00
726.00
1489.55
893.00
295.00
314.55
899.35
452.90
545.10
291.00
211.20
57.75
742.45
80.15
1629.00
481.25
160.00
483.90
45.70
398.00
404.00
158.95
59.95
111.35
230.70
607.90
347.35
258.45

26.20
210.15
15.10
79.65
840.10
196.40
357.50
2845.10
1020.50
596.85
428.25
124.45
1017.35
123.55
365.10
1319.95
703.75
1463.65
851.90
289.30
298.60
861.50
442.00
535.00
273.40
205.20
56.00
728.60
76.60
1596.75
470.90
153.00
467.20
44.05
393.35
389.75
152.75
57.60
104.55
220.95
593.25
339.70
252.55

26.65
211.40
15.18
80.15
858.35
197.95
358.15
2854.05
1028.90
600.25
431.80
125.05
1035.75
125.30
374.30
1379.50
707.75
1474.50
885.40
291.45
304.35
865.90
445.60
540.05
289.70
205.80
57.45
735.70
78.40
1613.55
478.80
155.10
471.30
44.95
395.60
391.20
154.20
58.50
107.50
223.10
600.50
342.55
255.60

JAICORPLTD
PGHL
APOLLOTYRE
BATAINDIA
RAJESHEXPO
SWANENERGY
RECLTD
NAUKRI
FEDERALBNK
BOMDYEING
ADANIPORTS
BANDHANBNK
TVSMOTOR
RNAM
CROMPTON
LAKSHVILAS
TATAGLOBAL
CONCOR
ICICIGI
BEML
GODREJCP
AAVAS
WOCKPHARMA
ABCAPITAL
PRESTIGE
BERGEPAINT
PFC
PCJEWELLER
SHANKARA
BLISSGVS
KEI
J&KBANK
UBL
FSL
MINDAIND
CADILAHC
INOXWIND
OMAXE
NATIONALUM

74.65
4366.00
163.10
1473.00
716.00
101.90
147.85
2172.65
85.85
73.50
357.20
497.30
373.15
258.00
225.00
44.20
269.00
476.00
1156.55
765.90
628.45
1600.00
280.10
90.60
304.00
364.80
108.50
34.00
285.00
95.70
468.00
36.80
1330.00
50.30
313.55
218.65
39.75
197.70
41.10

74.85
4470.00
165.90
1483.80
741.00
102.30
148.05
2189.95
85.85
73.70
359.45
500.25
375.60
258.00
231.50
46.05
270.35
476.90
1160.20
771.60
639.80
1621.00
280.40
90.75
304.00
367.45
108.50
34.00
301.15
95.70
472.50
39.25
1335.25
50.80
323.45
220.00
41.00
197.70
41.20

70.95
4221.10
163.10
1466.35
688.50
99.40
144.35
2116.60
83.60
71.00
352.30
484.00
365.30
250.00
225.00
43.15
263.95
463.40
1132.80
753.95
621.40
1474.15
273.35
88.00
290.25
361.40
104.75
32.60
281.05
93.20
451.35
36.65
1309.70
49.10
311.90
214.55
33.60
194.40
40.40

71.85
4388.50
165.05
1471.75
727.50
100.60
144.90
2159.25
84.65
72.05
355.10
487.65
369.30
252.45
227.85
44.05
265.90
475.00
1136.35
767.70
631.25
1504.80
275.15
89.50
294.95
366.40
106.40
32.90
289.60
93.95
453.85
37.25
1318.80
50.40
321.05
219.45
35.60
195.45
40.65

IFBIND
AUBANK
SUNTECK
ENGINERSIN
AJANTPHARM
CANFINHOME
PETRONET
HSCL
WELCORP
MINDACORP
NHPC
SUNTV
TIINDIA
UFLEX
JSWENERGY
DCMSHRIRAM
ADANITRANS
RADICO
DELTACORP
CENTRUM
MRPL
INDHOTEL
TATACOMM
DIVISLAB
KEC
TORNTPOWER
JAMNAAUTO
LEMONTREE
TATACHEM
COLPAL
KTKBANK
GSKCONS
NESTLEIND
HEIDELBERG
QUESS
INDIANB
VIPIND
GODREJPROP
ABFRL
BALKRISIND
GRUH
JUBILANT
AEGISLOG
IRB
GSFC
JINDALSAW
DBL
PERSISTENT
EXIDEIND
TRENT
SOUTHBANK
THERMAX
GREAVESCOT
CHENNPETRO
TRITURBINE
IPCALAB
SUVEN
HINDZINC
DEEPAKNI
PARAGMILK
NETWORK18
DEEPAKFERT
TORNTPHARM
CUMMINSIND
SIEMENS
AMARAJABAT
MEGH
COROMANDEL
OIL
RAIN
GRANULES
EMAMILTD
ATUL
JSL
TATACOFFEE
ESSELPRO
VOLTAS
CGPOWER
PTC
KNRCON
PFIZER
NAVINFLUOR
VGUARD
TAKE
CHAMBLFERT
VBL
ASTRAL
LTTS
IFCI
WABAG
MUTHOOTFIN
KRBL
TRIDENT
CARERATING
INOXLEISUR
MOIL
GLAXO
SYNGENE
INFIBEAM
GICRE
JISLJALEQS
FCONSUMER
GODREJAGRO
GSPL
RITES
CASTROLIND
RCF
VINATIORGA
IDFC

684.15 686.35
700.65 700.65
465.00 465.50
102.85 104.40
977.10 981.80
379.80 385.50
237.40 239.90
84.50
86.00
115.90 116.90
80.30
80.30
23.20
23.90
441.40 443.40
351.80 358.20
216.90 216.90
69.95
70.10
405.70 410.00
219.05 221.65
324.15 328.90
157.00 157.00
27.00
28.40
50.00
50.60
134.15 134.40
440.80 448.00
1544.90 1544.90
295.00 296.55
286.00 292.00
33.90
34.10
53.20
54.20
564.95 565.00
1212.60 1214.95
79.10
79.10
7900.80 7994.00
12072.00 12142.65
196.00 199.00
465.50 465.50
182.65 182.75
388.00 390.60
907.10 920.00
190.20 190.80
734.10 738.65
258.95 260.10
452.00 453.55
195.50 202.50
90.95
91.10
73.30
74.40
71.35
72.00
399.50 404.80
534.45 561.95
179.00 179.85
472.50 479.00
11.51
11.51
1064.50 1064.50
119.00 123.00
193.25 197.00
102.00 106.90
958.70 970.00
244.00 247.85
209.60 209.60
276.85 277.50
169.05 169.30
22.60
22.60
85.70
85.70
1646.15 1667.00
586.00 586.90
1167.00 1172.65
626.00 626.00
48.00
48.00
358.15 360.00
152.40 152.60
83.50
84.10
94.95
95.45
299.10 301.15
3589.50 3650.00
31.00
31.00
73.15
73.40
95.35
96.00
612.00 612.00
14.75
14.75
58.10
59.65
246.50 249.90
2970.00 2970.00
647.50 650.05
238.00 238.40
101.00 103.40
145.50 147.10
652.70 654.45
1233.00 1268.00
1589.95 1598.60
7.68
7.68
286.85 291.20
628.90 630.00
235.50 236.00
58.00
58.15
597.95 597.95
292.00 292.00
130.80 131.25
1213.20 1213.70
305.50 306.85
42.10
42.75
178.95 181.20
22.10
22.15
32.20
32.20
446.20 458.55
219.60 220.50
232.60 234.60
117.05 118.90
44.25
44.90
2088.00 2105.75
34.15
34.30

658.00
678.45
452.50
101.10
943.25
372.90
236.00
79.00
114.00
76.00
23.10
432.25
349.50
205.45
68.25
396.00
216.75
310.40
149.00
26.50
48.05
131.00
438.80
1515.20
288.00
286.00
32.05
52.00
554.30
1192.00
76.60
7890.00
11927.55
195.50
448.50
176.00
382.85
900.00
186.45
723.05
252.60
442.00
194.50
88.20
72.90
69.75
391.00
533.65
176.15
467.00
11.32
1021.05
119.00
185.00
97.00
946.00
241.00
204.00
273.60
160.20
20.95
82.25
1631.65
575.75
1148.80
613.00
46.10
347.10
147.55
82.30
93.00
291.85
3505.00
28.75
70.25
85.30
599.70
14.75
58.10
238.10
2893.70
640.60
231.60
99.00
142.50
642.60
1212.00
1558.20
7.14
278.00
617.30
227.35
56.50
585.35
282.10
128.50
1202.20
297.10
41.75
175.00
21.15
30.25
446.00
217.00
228.00
117.05
43.90
2056.30
33.80

665.40
697.15
459.45
103.40
952.95
377.20
236.40
82.65
115.60
77.40
23.30
434.35
356.45
206.60
69.25
404.80
218.95
313.45
150.10
28.05
48.25
131.65
442.45
1520.50
289.05
290.25
32.75
52.90
563.50
1200.50
76.80
7968.65
11963.35
198.00
457.90
179.45
388.90
902.50
188.35
729.80
256.00
448.15
202.10
89.85
74.15
70.05
401.15
554.70
178.45
475.00
11.35
1028.05
121.55
195.60
105.15
966.85
244.80
206.35
274.75
161.00
21.30
83.35
1659.35
579.60
1166.85
619.95
46.30
354.85
148.05
83.10
93.35
297.00
3618.40
29.35
72.25
87.00
604.85
14.75
59.25
248.80
2914.45
644.55
233.15
102.15
143.55
646.00
1249.80
1565.40
7.27
280.20
620.50
229.05
57.85
588.40
283.05
128.80
1207.70
305.35
42.00
178.70
21.25
31.45
449.10
219.40
233.70
118.45
44.00
2073.70
34.10

ITDCEM
ASTRAZEN
HINDCOPPER
REDINGTON
ITI
MAHLOG
GICHSGFIN
SONATSOFTW
SCI
ORIENTBANK
TNPL
CENTURYPLY
NATCOPHARM
FRETAIL
SUNDRMFAST
JKCEMENT
RAMCOCEM
ABBOTINDIA
OFSS
ASHOKA
BBTC
UNITEDBNK
HATHWAY
ALBK
MMTC
MAHSCOOTER
MAHINDCIE
SUPREMEIND
CREDITACC
GRINDWELL
PIIND
ISEC
CYIENT
ABB
JAGRAN
KANSAINER
JETAIRWAYS
GUJALKALI
ADANIGREEN
RCOM
ZYDUSWELL
THOMASCOOK
APLAPOLLO
PNBHOUSING
SHREECEM
TEAMLEASE
ENDURANCE
JSLHISAR
GDL
TTKPRESTIG
CUB
EIDPARRY
KALPATPOWR
PAGEIND
SCHNEIDER
SOBHA
CENTRALBK
TEJASNET
REPCOHOME
GUJGAS
BALMLAWRIE
EIHOTEL
JMFINANCIL
FINOLEXIND
VARROC
FORTIS
ALLCARGO
THYROCARE
RALLIS
MASFIN
MPHASIS
PNCINFRA
APLLTD
IEX
MHRIL
GPPL
BOSCHLTD
BLUESTARCO
BAYERCROP
EVEREADY
MRF
TV18BRDCST
DCAL
JBCHEPHARM
JPASSOCIAT
HIMATSEIDE
GHCL
HUDCO
CRISIL
TIMKEN
SJVN
GMDCLTD
SYNDIBANK
INDOSTAR
BAJAJELEC
TATAINVEST
IOB
MAHLIFE
BASF
WHIRLPOOL
WABCOINDIA
TATAMETALI
BAJAJHLDNG
NIACL
RELAXO
SHILPAMED
MOTILALOFS
SOMANYCERA
NILKAMAL

67.10
1730.00
32.85
105.05
73.50
363.20
192.80
321.55
27.30
67.65
185.90
136.00
550.00
415.10
403.60
1030.00
738.75
9196.50
3075.00
117.05
796.90
10.00
26.50
35.95
20.25
3967.00
156.25
1122.25
510.00
554.90
1127.00
214.70
427.05
1365.30
67.00
475.15
38.00
411.25
46.45
1.13
1500.00
165.00
1301.00
727.90
19335.00
2409.00
862.15
66.10
101.90
5896.70
198.90
153.10
495.00
18249.55
75.25
471.00
19.45
87.00
330.00
184.00
173.55
153.80
73.65
520.00
433.70
123.05
93.00
471.80
160.05
611.10
976.70
202.10
515.00
144.75
215.85
78.55
13637.00
708.00
3130.00
78.10
57680.00
20.90
183.90
381.00
2.41
134.30
200.90
33.25
1247.65
703.00
24.35
66.40
31.35
277.15
381.75
793.65
9.98
381.90
1010.00
1550.50
6093.00
502.00
3405.90
111.10
425.75
256.00
575.15
299.90
1029.60

72.55
1785.80
32.85
106.10
73.50
364.50
192.80
322.90
27.35
67.65
187.75
136.20
553.10
416.25
412.85
1037.90
740.00
9261.00
3075.00
118.80
800.70
10.05
27.80
35.95
20.25
4000.00
159.00
1126.15
514.55
569.90
1133.00
215.40
450.00
1376.40
70.60
476.65
38.00
412.75
46.70
1.13
1508.85
165.95
1301.00
727.95
19335.00
2460.00
887.00
66.10
102.00
5999.00
201.00
153.15
502.40
18351.90
75.65
480.35
19.45
87.30
332.80
187.00
173.65
153.80
74.00
520.00
435.00
124.30
95.85
485.30
160.05
625.10
976.70
204.30
515.00
147.45
216.05
82.40
13786.70
718.00
3193.50
82.00
57760.00
20.90
183.90
381.95
2.44
134.65
201.25
33.30
1286.25
707.65
24.55
66.40
31.40
278.00
386.00
796.65
10.09
391.45
1030.00
1552.85
6109.90
514.10
3413.85
111.10
428.00
276.60
577.50
300.00
1035.70

67.00
1710.00
30.80
103.70
71.00
356.55
185.45
315.00
26.20
65.15
180.00
132.50
543.05
410.65
403.60
1023.75
714.75
8900.00
2950.00
113.20
779.00
9.90
26.50
34.70
19.10
3908.80
147.95
1107.50
505.55
554.00
1113.00
208.50
426.85
1360.65
66.60
468.50
36.35
405.90
45.50
1.13
1483.00
161.50
1276.20
710.50
18762.05
2365.25
848.00
64.25
98.55
5753.00
198.90
147.30
489.70
18093.10
74.40
471.00
19.15
85.00
311.60
183.00
171.95
147.00
72.50
501.00
425.00
122.20
92.00
465.35
157.50
610.00
963.70
201.45
508.00
139.85
213.00
78.55
13501.05
700.25
3120.00
76.90
57180.35
20.30
175.00
377.25
2.36
129.50
196.40
33.00
1247.05
692.00
24.20
65.10
30.60
274.65
380.00
786.25
9.81
377.90
1010.00
1541.40
6050.10
502.00
3335.65
109.10
419.65
256.00
560.00
291.00
997.00

69.50
1774.20
31.10
105.75
71.35
358.05
187.85
320.90
26.75
65.80
182.50
133.70
548.15
412.95
410.90
1025.90
720.55
8997.70
2959.35
118.20
784.10
9.93
27.20
34.85
19.20
3982.10
150.25
1123.75
509.40
568.60
1119.40
209.90
428.85
1364.25
70.15
475.00
36.35
408.80
45.80
1.13
1489.50
163.75
1284.60
719.55
19023.70
2440.40
879.10
64.75
99.15
5778.15
199.90
148.40
498.90
18248.60
75.25
472.80
19.20
86.60
316.20
183.80
173.10
149.00
72.95
503.10
426.30
123.20
93.70
469.05
158.50
620.75
974.45
203.05
510.35
142.25
213.85
81.60
13557.30
707.95
3157.20
80.70
57548.40
20.35
178.10
379.60
2.37
129.90
197.35
33.15
1270.75
697.00
24.30
65.25
31.00
275.90
384.30
789.05
9.90
387.90
1016.60
1543.75
6071.90
509.20
3356.60
110.00
424.75
266.45
560.15
291.70
1001.00

CORPBANK
LAXMIMACH
ANDHRABANK
BDL
SADBHAV
TVTODAY
SUPRAJIT
PHOENIXLTD
CAPPL
ORIENTCEM
HERITGFOOD
JYOTHYLAB
BAJAJCON
ALKEM
FINCABLES
GALAXYSURF
IBULISL
JKLAKSHMI
LINDEINDIA
UCOBANK
SUDARSCHEM
ECLERX
WELSPUNIND
LAURUSLABS
ZENSARTECH
HONAUT
SHK
JSWHL
MAHSEAMLES
TIMETECHNO
SIS
ASTERDM
GESHIP*
PRSMJOHNSN
IRCON
MAHABANK
ITDC
NH
ADVENZYMES
SYMPHONY
BIRLACORPN
SCHAEFFLER
CARBORUNIV
GEPIL
PGHH
GET&D
MONSANTO
APARINDS
NBVENTURES
HAL
CCL
SANOFI
JCHAC
DHANUKA
TCNSBRANDS
3MINDIA
NLCINDIA
TVSSRICHAK
GULFOILLUB
CHOLAHLDNG
FINEORG
LAOPALA
RATNAMANI
VTL
SFL
ASAHIINDIA
FLFL
BLUEDART
SREINFRA
SHRIRAMCIT
ELGIEQUIP
KPRMILL
HATSUN
COCHINSHIP
AIAENG
GAYAPROJ
CERA
GILLETTE
LUXIND
SHOPERSTOP
SKFINDIA
MAGMA
COFFEEDAY
AKZOINDIA
MAXINDIA
NESCO
SOLARINDS
FDC
VMART
DBCORP
ORIENTELEC
ERIS
STARCEMENT

19.00
19.35
3841.85 3862.00
19.05
19.40
288.95 297.80
127.65 129.70
304.00 304.00
180.00 181.95
624.00 631.00
428.40 430.00
88.30
88.30
337.20 344.65
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he US Defense Department
on Monday announced the
T
test of a medium-range
ground-launched cruise missile, just weeks after tearing up
the Cold War-era pact with
Russia eliminating that class of
nuclear-capable weapons.
The missile was launched
on Sunday from the US Navycontrolled San Nicolas Island
off the coast of Los Angeles,
California.
“The test missile exited its
ground mobile launcher and
accurately impacted its target
after more than 500 kilometers
(310 miles) of flight,” the
Pentagon said in a statement.
“Data collected and lessons
learned from this test will
inform the Department of
Defense’s development of
future intermediate-range
capabilities.”

While the missile was
described as “conventionally
configured,” meaning not

nuclear-equipped, the launch
was a sign of Washington beefing up its nuclear war-fighting

capabilities in the wake of the
collapse of the 1987
Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces Treaty on August 2.
The INF had banned all
land-based missiles, conventional and nuclear, that could
travel between 500 and 5,500
kilometers, in an effort to abolish a class of nuclear arms being
deployed by the United States
and the then-Soviet Union that
left Europe the most threatened.
The missile tested on
Sunday was a version of the
nuclear-capable Tomahawk
cruise missile. The groundlaunched version of the
Tomahawk was removed from
service after the INF was ratified.
Many fear the end of the
INF, which Washington
accused Moscow of having
violated in recent years, will
lead to a new and dangerous

nuclear arms race.
Early this month Secretary
of Defense Mark Esper said the
US, no longer bound by the
INF, had already begun work to
develop “mobile, conventional,
ground-launched cruise and
ballistic missile systems.” “Now
that we have withdrawn, the
Department of Defense will
fully pursue the development of
these ground-launched conventional missiles as a prudent
response to Russia’s actions,”
Esper said. But he also stressed
the US was not embarking on
a new arms race.
“The traditional sense of an
arms race has been in a nuclear
context,” he said.
“Right now, we don’t have
plans to build nuclear-tipped
INF-range weapons. It’s the
Russians who have developed
non-compliant likely, possibly
nuclear-tipped weapons,” he
said.
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oscow on Tuesday said
the United States was
M
ramping up military tensions
by testing a medium-range
cruise missile weeks after
tearing up a pact with Russia.
“This is all a cause of
regret. The US has obviously taken a course towards
escalation of military tensions. We won’t react to
provocations,” Russian deputy
foreig n minister S ergei
Ryabkov told state news
agency TASS.
The US announced on
Monday that it had tested a
type of ground-launched missile that was banned under
the 1987 Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty
with the Soviet Union.

The missile was launched
from the US Navy-controlled
San Nicolas Island off the
coast of California.
The launch was a sign of
Washington beefing up its
capabilities in the wake of the
collapse of the INF on August
2. Many fear the end of the
INF, w hich Washington
accused Moscow of having
violated in recent years, will
lead to a new and dangerous
nuclear arms race.
“We will not allow ourselves to get drawn into a
costly arms race,” Ryabkov
said.
He added that Moscow
would stick to a unilateral
moratorium on such missile
systems “if and when we get
them, as long as the US does
not deploy them anywhere in

the world”.
The INF banned all landbased missiles, conventional
and nuclear, that could travel between 500 and 5,500
kilometres (310 and 3,400
miles), in an effort to abolish
the class of nuclear arms that
then most threatened Europe.
The missile tested on
Sunday was a version of the
nuclear-capable Tomahawk
cruise missile. The groundlaunched version of the
Tomahawk was removed
from service after the INF
was ratified.
Ryabkov said that the
test, just over two weeks after
the US withdrew from the
treaty, showed that it had
been working on such missiles for a long time ahead of
the withdrawal.
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controversial Indian
Islamic preacher apoloA
gised Tuesday for making comments about race in multi-ethnic Malaysia which sparked
calls for his expulsion, a day
after being questioned by
police.
Zakir Naik, a radical television preacher who has called
the 9/11 attacks an “inside
job”, left India in 2016 and
moved to largely Muslim
Malaysia, where he was granted permanent residency.
He is wanted in India for
inciting extremism and money
laundering, and New Delhi
last year reportedly asked
Malaysia to extradite him — a
request that was rejected.
Calls have escalated for
Naik to be kicked out after he
said Hindus in Malaysia have
“100 times” more rights than
India’s Muslim minority, and
suggested Chinese Malaysians
should be expelled before he

was.
He was questioned by
police for 10 hours Monday on
suspicion of committing an
intentional insult aimed at provoking a breach of the peace.
On Tuesday, Naik said in a
statement his detractors had
taken his remarks out of context and added “strange fabri-

cations”.
But he went on: “It was
never my intention to upset any
individual or community.
“It is against the basic
tenets of Islam, and I would like
to convey my heartfelt apologies for this misunderstanding.”
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad has said Naik

crossed the line and several
cabinet ministers have called
for him to be kicked out, while
police have banned him from
giving public talks anywhere in
Malaysia, state news agency
Bernama reported.
The government has in
the past appeared reluctant to
move against Naik for fear it
could upset some Muslims and
provide ammunition to political opponents.
About 60 per cent of
Malaysia’s 32 million inhabitants are Muslim and the country is also home to substantial
ethnic Indian and Chinese
communities.
In a July 2008 broadcast
Naik — who founded the popular Peace TV channel — suggested that Al-Qaeda was not
responsible for the September
11, 2001 attacks on the United
States. “Even a fool will know
that this was an inside job,” he
said in the video, claiming
then-President George W. Bush
was behind the plot.

05?Q ;>=3>=

ritish Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has written to EU
B
President Donald Tusk reaffirming his desire to conclude
a Brexit deal as well as his
opposition to the controversial
“backstop” on Ireland.
The so-called backstop is a
mechanism that would keep
the UK in EU customs arrangements to prevent a hard border
between the British province of
Northern Ireland and the
Republic of Ireland, an EU
member state.
In the letter Johnson
stressed that his government
wanted to achieve a divorce
deal with Brussels.
“You have my personal
commitment that this government will work with energy
and determination to achieve
an agreement. That is our
highest priority,” Johnson wrote
on Monday.
Brussels says the backstop
is needed as a fallback option

to preserve the integrity of
European trade and avoid risking a return of sectarian violence in Northern Ireland.
The backstop was includ-

ed in the accord reached with
the European Union by former
premier Theresa May, which
was rejected thrice by the
British parliament.

Johnson, who succeeded
May in July, has said he’s
ready to leave the EU at the
new scheduled exit date of
October 31, with or without
an accord.
But he also reiterated his
view that the Irish backstop
plan was “anti-democratic and
inconsistent with the sovereignty of the UK as a state.” In
addition, keeping the UK in the
customs union would prevent
London from establishing a
trade policy independent of EU
rules, he said.
The EU has repeatedly
stated that it was not ready to
renegotiate the Brexit deal it
had reached with May.
Johnson will seek support
for his vision for Brexit in key
European capitals, travelling
Wednesday to Berlin to meet
Chancellor Angela Merkel and
Thursday to Paris for talks
with President Emmanuel
Macron, ahead of the G7 summit in Biarritz at the end of the
week.
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he process of documenting
and identifying illegal
immigrants in Assam is India’s
“internal matter”, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said on Tuesday as he held
wide-ranging talks with his
Bangladeshi counterpart AK
Abdul Momen here.
Jaishankar is in Dhaka on
a two-day visit, his first to
Bangladesh after taking over
the charge of External Affairs
Minister.
Speaking to the media after
the bilateral discussions,
Jaishankar said that he had a
fruitful interaction with his
Bangladeshi counterpart.
“India is looking forward
to host Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in New Delhi in
October,” External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar tweeted.
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he founder of Chinese tech
giant Huawei said Tuesday
he expects no relief from US
export curbs due to the political climate in Washington but
expressed confidence the company will thrive because it is
developing its own technology.
Ren Zhengfei also said he
doesn’t want relief from US
sanctions if it requires China to
make concessions in a tariff
war, even if that means his
daughter, who is under house
arrest in Canada on US criminal charges, faces a longer
legal struggle.
In an interview at Huawei’s
sprawling, leafy headquarters
campus in this southern city,
the 74-year-old Ren said
Huawei expects US curbs on
most technology sales to go
ahead despite Monday’s
announcement of a second 90day delay. He said no one in
Washington would risk standing up for the company.
The biggest impact will be
on American vendors that sell
chips and other components to
Huawei, the biggest maker of
network gear for phone companies, he said.
Washington has placed
Huawei on an “entity list” of
foreign companies that require
official permission to buy
American technology.
“Whether the ‘entity list’ is
extended or not, that will not
have a substantial impact on
Huawei’s business,” said Ren.
“We can do well without relying on American companies.”
Huawei Technologies Ltd,
China’s first global tech brand,
is at the center of a battle over
trade and technology that
threatens to tip the global
economy into recession.
American officials accuse
the company, also the No. 2
global smartphone brand, of
stealing technology and facilitating Chinese spying, accusations Huawei denies.
Huawei’s chief financial
officer, who is also Ren’s daughter, is fighting extradition from
Canada to face US charges
related to possible violation of
trade curbs on Iran. Beijing
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arrested two Canadians in a
possible attempt to force her
release.
Ren looked relaxed and
confident throughout the twohour interview at a palatial new
building in neoclassical
European style where Huawei
entertains customers.
The atmosphere was a
striking contrast from a June 17
news conference at which Ren
compared the company to a
“badly damaged airplane” and
warned US sanctions would cut
Huawei’s projected smartphone
sales by $30 billion over the
next two years.
President Donald Trump
has suggested controls on
Huawei might be lifted if
Beijing agrees to a deal on trade
and technology disputes that
led to US tariff hikes on
Chinese imports.
Ren rejected that. He said
Huawei couldn’t ask for favors
that might hurt the interests of
China’s poor majority.
“I couldn’t take it if those
poor people sacrificed their
own interests for the benefit of
Huawei,” said Ren.
“Maybe my daughter will

suffer more. But I would rather
do that instead having the
poorer people in China sacrifice for Huawei’s survival and
development.”
The May announcement of
export curbs prompted warnings that sales of Huawei smartphones and other products
that use U.S. chips and other
technology could be devastated. The curbs also mean a loss
of billions of dollars in potential annual sales for American
vendors.
Even before the announcement, Huawei was working on
developing its own chips, software and other technology
that might reduce reliance on
American vendors. The company spent USD 15 billion last
year on research and development, more than Apple Inc. or
Microsoft Corp.
Huawei reported sales in
the six months through June
rose 23.2 per cent over a year
earlier. Its chairman, Liang
Hua, said in July that Huawei
was reviewing its core products
to make sure they all could be
delivered to customers without
American components.
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xternal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on
Tuesday paid respects to Bangladesh’s foundE
ing father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at the
Bangabandhu Memorial Museum here.
“Deeply moved by the visit to Bangabandhu
Memorial Museum. Paid respects to Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, Father of the Nation,”
Jaishankar tweeted.
The Bangabandhu Memorial Museum in
Dhanmondi area of Bangladesh’s capital city was
Jaishankar in a joint press
conference with Momen said
that the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) in Assam is
India’s “internal matter” amid
concerns in Bangladesh,
Bdnews reported.
The NRC process is aimed
at identifying illegal immigrants in Assam that borders
Bangladesh. Assam, which had
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he White House is considering cutting taxes or reverT
ing tariffs to head off a recession, US media reported on
Monday, despite President
Donald Trump’s insistence on
the economy’s health.
Senior White House officials are considering several
moves to stimulate the economy including temporarily cutting the payroll tax to increase
workers’ monthly take-home
pay, The Washington Post
reported. Also under consideration is reversing new tariffs
the Trump administration
imposed on Chinese goods,
according to The New York
Times.
The discussion is still in the
early stages, and officials have
not brought up the idea with
Trump, who would have to
seek approval from Congress,
the newspapers said.
The White House disputed
the reports in a statement to the
Post, saying “cutting payroll
taxes is not something under
consideration at this time.”
Trump on Sunday pushed

back against talk of a looming
recession after a raft of US data
reports last week gave a mixed
outlook for the economy.
“I’m prepared for everything. I don’t think we’re having
a recession. We’re doing tremendously well,” Trump told
reporters.
“And most economists actually say that we’re not going to
have a recession.”
Earlier on Monday, a survey
was released showing that a
majority of economists expect a
US recession in the next two
years - right around the time of
the 2020 election in which
Trump is standing for a second
term.
Only two percent of the survey’s 226 respondents predicted a recession this year, but 38
percent expected a downturn to
hit in 2020 and 34 percent in
2021, according to the polls
from the National Association
for Business Economists.
Payroll taxes were cut temporarily during President
Barack Obama’s term in 2011
and 2012, in an effort to counteract a sluggish recovery from
the 2008 recession.

the personal residence of Mujibur Rahman
where he was assassinated along with most of
his family members in 1975. His daughters —
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Sheikh
Rehana — survived as they were abroad at that
time.
Jaishankar’s visit to Bangladesh is the second high ministerial interaction between the two
sides in less than a month. Earlier on August 78, Bangladesh’s Interior Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan held a bilateral meeting with Home
Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi.

faced influx of people from
Bangladesh since the early 20th
century, is the only state having an NRC which was first
prepared in 1951.
When the draft NRC was
published on July 30, 2018,
there was a huge controversy
over the exclusion of 40.7 lakh
people from it. The draft NRC
included the names of 2.9 crore

people out of the total 3.29
crore applications.
Jaishankar also said India’s
position and commitment to
the pending Teesta water deal
remained as it was, according
to the report.
The Teesta deal was set to
be signed during the then
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s visit to Bangladesh in

September 2011, but was postponed at the last minute due to
objections raised by West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee.
Teesta water is crucial for
Bangladesh, especially in the
leanest period from December
to March, when the water flow
often temporarily comes down
to less than 1,000 cusecs from
5,000 cusecs.
Momen said he was “excited” as he had a “very good
meeting” with Jaishankar.
“We more or less came to
a consensus on all issues,” he
said, without naming the issues
on the agenda.
Earlier, Jaishankar started
his official engagements on
Tuesday by paying respects to
Bangladesh’s founding father
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at the ‘Bangabandhu
Memorial Museum’ in
Dhanmondi.
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Epstein signed a will just
two days before he killed himJselfeffrey
in jail, new court records
show, opening a new legal front
in what could be a long battle
over the financier’s fortune.
Court papers filed last week
in the US Virgin Islands list no
details of beneficiaries but valued
the estate at more than $577 million, including more than USD
56 million in cash.
The existence of the will, first
reported by the New York Post,
raised new questions about
Epstein’s final days inside the
Metropolitan Correctional
Center, where he was awaiting
trial on federal sex trafficking and
conspiracy charges.
Epstein signed the document Aug. 8. Less than 48 hours
later, he was found dead in his
cell, prompting an investigation
that has cast a harsh light on
staffing shortages at the
Manhattan detention center.
Prosecutors on Monday
moved to dismiss the indictment

against Epstein but have said they
are considering charging others
with facilitating his alleged abuse
of dozens of girls.
The filing of the will, meanwhile, had been closely followed
by lawyers representing women
who claim they were sexually
abused by Epstein when they
were teenagers and recruited
into his residences to provide him
massages. Several attorneys
vowed to go after his assets even
if the will had named beneficiaries, as Epstein’s death means
there will be no trial on the criminal charges against him. One
woman filed suit against the
estate last week, claiming Epstein
repeatedly raped her when she
was a teenager. “Give his entire
estate to his victims. It is the only
justice they can get,” one of those
lawyers, Lisa Bloom, wrote in an
email. “And they deserve it. And
on behalf of the Epstein victims
I represent, I intend to fight for
it.” Former federal prosecutor
David S. Weinstein, who is now
in private practice in Miami but
not involved in the Epstein case,

said states and U.S. territories
have certain timeframes within
which to make a claim against
someone’s estate.
“There are certainly going to
be a lot of lawyers involved,”
Weinstein said. “It’s not going to
be over any time soon.”
A hedge fund manager who
hobnobbed with the rich and
famous, Epstein owned a
Caribbean island, homes in Paris
and New York City, a New
Mexico ranch and a fleet of
high-price cars. Epstein had
more than USD 112 million
worth of equities, according to
the will, and nearly USD 200 million in “hedge funds & private
equity investments.”
Among the properties that
will be subject to appraisal and
valuation are his collection of fine
arts, antiques and other collectibles. As part of his 2008 plea
deal to Florida state charges,
Epstein made undisclosed financial settlements with dozens of his
victims. It’s unclear how those settlements might affect any claims
made on his estate.
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umbai terror attack mastermind Hafiz Saeed, a UN
M
designated Pakistani terrorist
whom the US has placed a USD
10 million bounty on, challenged
his arrest in the terror financing
cases in the Lahore High Court
here on Tuesday.
In a fresh petition, Saeed and
67 other leaders of the banned
Jamaat-ud Dawa (JuD) and its
charity wing Falah-i-Insaniat
(FIF), challeneged the FIRs of terror financing against them in the
LHC through their counsels,
Advocate AK Dogar, Ahmad
Abudullah Dogar and Ghulam
Yasin Bhatti.
The petitioners have made
the interior ministry, the Punjab
home department and the
Counter Terrorism Department
of Punjab police respondents in
the case. The court will fix hearing of this case later.
Saeed was arrested on July 17

in a terror financing case and the
anti-terrorism court (ATC) in
Gujrat (some 200-km from
Lahore) will take it up on
September 2. He is kept at the
Lahore’s Kot Lakhpat jail in high
security.
The petitioners said JuD
chief Saeed and others (67) are
not members of Lashkar-e-Taiba
either they have any nexus with
it. They also cited some previous
courts observations in this regard.
Saeed and others prayed to
the LHC to declare the property
detailed in this petition was
“dedicated for the purpose of
mosques and is being used as
such therefore FIRs are without
lawful authority and of no legal
effect.”
“It is prayed that this learned
court be pleased to declare that
none of the petitioners and proforma respondents are linked
with LeT and therefore the FIRs
are without lawful authority and
of no legal effect (be quashed),”

they prayed.
Saeed-led JuD is believed to
be the front organisation for the
LeT which is responsible for carrying out the 2008 Mumbai
attacks that killed 166 people. He
was listed under UN Security
Council Resolution 1267 in
December 2008. The Counter
Terrorism Department (CTD) of
Punjab Police had registered 23
FIRs against the petitioners on
the charges of “terror financing”
in different cities of Punjab
province. The cases have been
registered in Lahore, Gujranwala
and Multan for collection of
funds for terrorism financing
through assets/properties made
and held in the names of
Trusts/Non Profit Organisations
(NPO) including Al-Anfaal
Trust, Dawatul Irshad Trust,
Muaz Bin Jabal Trust, etc. The
CTD said investigation launched
into financing matters of proscribed organisations — JuD
and LeT — in connection with
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implementation of UN Sanctions
against these Designated Entities
and Persons as directed by NSC
(National Security Committee) in
its Meeting of 1st January 2019
chaired by the Prime Minister
Imran Khan for implementing
the National Action Plan.
“These suspects made assets
from funds of terrorism financing. They held and used these
assets to raise more funds for further terrorism financing. Hence,
they committed multiple offences
of terrorism financing and
money laundering under AntiTerrorism Act 1997. They will be
prosecuted in ATCs (AntiTerrorism Courts) for commission of these offences,” the CTD
said.
The US Department of the
Treasury has designated Saeed as
a Specially Designated Global
Terrorist, and the US, since 2012,
has offered a USD 10 million
reward for information that
brings Saeed to justice.

akistan on Tuesday said it will
approach the International
P
Court of Justice (ICJ) over the
Kashmir issue, weeks after India
revoked the special status to
Jammu and Kashmir.
Pakistan’s decision comes
days after a rare closed-door consultations on Kashmir by the UN
Security Council which ended
without any outcome or statement from the powerful 15nation UN organ, dealing a huge
snub to Islamabad and its allweather ally China to internationalise the issue.
An overwhelming majority
in the UN Security Council
stressed Kashmir is a bilateral
matter between New Delhi and
Islamabad.
“An in-principle decision
has been taken to take the issue
of Kashmir to the International
Court of Justice,” Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi told ARY News TV.
“The decision was taken
after considering all legal aspects,”

he added.
He said the law ministry
would soon issue more details.
Separately, the Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister
on Information, Firdous Ashiq
Awan, told reporters that the
Cabinet in-principle granted
approval of the decision to take
the Kashmir issue to the ICJ.
The case will be filed on the
basis of alleged violation of
human rights in Kashmir, she
said, adding that the government
has also decided to hire services
of lawyers of international repute
to file and pursue the case.
Earlier this month, Prime
Minister Imran Khan told a rare
joint sitting of Pakistan’s
Parliament that he will raise the
Kashmir issue at every forum
including the UN Security
Council and also take the matter
to the ICJ.
Tensions between India and
Pakistan spiked after India abrogated provisions of Article 370 of
the Constitution to withdraw
Jammu and Kashmir’s special status and bifurcated it into two

Union Territories, evoking strong
reactions from Pakistan.
India has categorically told
the international community
that the scrapping of Article 370
of the Constitution to revoke the
special status of Jammu and
Kashmir was an internal matter
and also advised Pakistan to
accept the reality.
Officials said Pakistan was
encourage to seek the ICJ’s intervention after India took the issue
of Kubhushan Jadhav to the
world court.
Jadhav, 49, a retired Indian
Navy officer, was sentenced to
death by a Pakistani military
court on charges of “espionage
and terrorism” in April 2017 following which India had moved
the ICJ, seeking a stay on his
death sentence and further remedies.
In July, the ICJ ordered
Pakistan to undertake an “effective review and reconsideration”
of the conviction and sentence of
Jadhav and also to grant consular
access to India without further
delay.
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Washington (PTI): US
President Donald Trump has
asked Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan to “moderate” his
rhetoric with India over
Kashmir, as he underlined the
need of exercising restraint by
both sides and avoid escalation
of the “tough situation” in the
region.
Trump on Monday spoke
separately to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his
Pakistani counterpart Khan in
his bid to ease fresh Indo-Pak
tensions after India revoked the
special status of Jammu and
Kashmir on August 5.
Trump’s counsel to Khan
came as Prime Minister Modi,
during his telephonic conversation with the US president,
conveyed that the “extreme
rhetoric and incitement” to
anti-India violence by certain
leaders in the region was not
conducive to peace.
After his 30-minute conversation with Modi, Trump
held a telephonic conversation with Khan.

;^]S^]<Ph^afPa]bPVPX]bc1aTgXcRWP]VTb ,UDQVD\V)0=DULIWR
?C8 Q ;>=3>=

adiq Khan, the Mayor of
London, has written to UK
SHome
Secretary Priti Patel
seeking clarification on the
government’s plans for the
movement of people within the
European Union (EU) in the
event of a no-deal Brexit on
October 31.
EU citizens currently enjoy
what is referred to as freedom
of movement anywhere within the 28-member economic
bloc but if Britain were to
leave without an agreement in
place, their visa-free movement is expected to be curtailed.
Some media reports have
indicated that the UK Home
Office plans to impose instant
border restrictions in the event
of a no-deal Brexit, without any
provisions for a transition peri-

od.
“I was very concerned to
read reports that you are planning to end the free movement
of labour on day one of a nodeal Brexit. I urge you strongly to reconsider these plans,”
Khan wrote in his letter sent to
Patel on Monday.
The Mayor referenced his
fellow Pakistani-origin minister, UK Chancellor Sajid Javid,
who in his previous role as
Home Secretary had indicated
the need for a transition period before imposing post-Brexit
travel restrictions on EU citizens travelling to and from the
UK.
“Ending free movement
without transitional arrangements would undoubtedly have
a severe economic impact as
businesses would have very
little time or capacity to prepare
for such a fundamental change

to our labour market. The
same would be true for public
sector organisations, including
our NHS [National Health
Service],” says Khan.
Warning of deeper consequences of a “reckless” change
to the UK’s immigration system, he added that the 3 million EU citizens living in the
UK– one million of whom are
Londoners – would be piled on
with greater unease and anxiety despite making an enormous contribution to the
British economy and society.
“By putting the rights and
freedoms of EU citizens in the
UK at risk in such a careless
and brutal fashion, these plans
would be a fundamental affront
to British values of justice, tolerance and respect.
“They would also raise
pressing questions over the
status of UK citizens current-

ly living, or indeed travelling,
in other EU countries,” he said,
reiterating his call for a second
referendum to allow the British
public another say over the
country’s EU membership.
Patel, an outspoken
Brexiteer and the senior-most
Indian-origin member of the
Boris Johnson led government,
has not made an official statement on the matter but media
reports have indicated that
plans are being put in place for
an instant imposition of border
restrictions on EU nationals as
soon as Britain leaves the EU.
The minister is generally
seen as more hardline on the
issue of freedom of movement
than her predecessors.
“The home secretary has
been clear in her intention to
take back control of our borders and end free movement
after 31 October,” a UK Home

Office spokesperson said.
“Ending free movement
means we are no longer
required to give unlimited and
uncontrolled access to those
from EU countries when they
are coming here seeking to
work,” the spokesperson said,
adding that the government is
committed to introducing a
new, fairer immigration system
that “prioritises skills and what
people can contribute to the
UK, rather than where they
come from”.
The UK has introduced an
EU Settlement scheme for
nationals of EU member-countries based in the UK to register for settled status in the
country, with that deadline
expected to remain December
2020 – the Brexit transition
period planned under a rejected withdrawal agreement with
the EU.
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ran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif is
Iexpected
to visit Paris and
meet with his counterpart and
the French president on Friday,
state news agency IRNA
reported. “We will visit Paris on
Friday to meet Emmanuel
Macron and France’s foreign
minister” Jean-Yves Le Drian,
IRNA quoted Zarif as saying
during a gathering of Iranians
in Stockholm late Monday.
Zarif is currently on a threenation tour of Scandinavia and
he will also visit China “next
week”, according to IRNA.
France is a partner to the
2015 nuclear deal and has led
European efforts to salvage the
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landmark accord since US
President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew from it last
year and reimposed sanctions on
Iran. Responding to those sanctions — as well as perceived
inaction by European partners
to counter the measures — Iran
announced in May it would stop

observing restrictions on its
stocks of enriched uranium and
heavy water agreed under the
deal.
Tehran also threatened to
take further measures unless
the remaining parties —
Britain, China, France,
Germany and Russia — help it
circumvent US sanctions, especially to sell its oil. Iran’s top
diplomat started his global
tour with a visit to Kuwait on
Saturday, followed by Finland
and Sweden. Norway and
France are next on the agenda.
“America’s sanctions are not
pressuring me,” Zarif added,
dismissing concerns that US
sanctions targeting him since
late July would hamper his globetrotting diplomacy.

9<]VRUVcY`aVdW`ccVefc_e`TR]^ 3dcTacTc^eXbXc1TXYX]V
D:R^]RTa]TS
^eTaaT_^acb^U
7:R^]bd[PcT
bcPUUSTcT]cX^]
X]2WX]P

05?Q 7>=6 :>=6

ong Kong’s embattled
leader Carrie Lam on
Tuesday said she hoped
“calm” will prevail after a
massive weekend march
p ass e d wit hout clashes
between police and demonstrators, but again refused to
give ground to protester
demands.
Hundreds of thousands
of people marched through
the heart of the city on
Sunday in a show of peaceful protest after escalating
street battles with police
drew stark warnings from
Beijing and threatened to
undermine public support.
“On Sunday, many Hong
Kong residents participated
in a rally at Victoria Park
that was largely peaceful,”
Chief Executive Carrie Lam
said at a televised press conference.
“I wholeheartedly hope
that this is the beginning of
society returning to calm
and staying away from violence.” The protests began
against a proposed extradition law to China but morphed into a pro-democracy
movement sparking the
city’s biggest political crisis
in decades.
They have been fuelled
by anger over alleged police
brutality, with tear gas and
rubber bullets deployed
against protesters.
Lam reported 174 complaints have been made

H

against police since protests
began. She said they would
be “robustly” investigated
by the Independent Police
Complaints Council, whose
head is appointed by the
chief executive.
However, the probe is
unlikely to satisfy protesters
who have called for an independent inquiry by an external body.
In addition to universal
suffrage and cancelling the
extradition bill, protesters
also demand the release of

those detained during clashes. Lam, pilloried by press
and protesters for failing to
step down while the city
plunges into crisis, said her
government would continue
a “fact-finding mission” on
how to move forward from
the demonstrations.
She took a softer tone
than in recent weeks, but
again refused to formally
withdraw the contentious
extradition bill, repeating
only that: “The bill is dead.
There’s no plan to revive this

bill.”
The chaos has caused
mounting concerns for business and investment in Hong
Kong, with the effects of the
trouble particularly impacting the tourism industry.
“One of its most important strengths is the rule of
law,” Lam said of the financial hub.
“That’s why we have
been doing so much to
ensure that the rule of law is
being upheld and respected
in Hong Kong.”

Hong Kong (AFP): Britain’s
Foreign Office said Tuesday it was
“extremely concerned” by reports
that a Hong Kong consulate
employee had been detained by
mainland Chinese authorities on
his way back to the city.
“We are extremely concerned
by reports that a member of our
team has been detained returning
to Hong Kong from Shenzhen,” a
Foreign and Commonwealth
Office spokesperson said in a
statement.
“We are providing support to
his family and seeking further
information from authorities in
Guangdong Province and Hong
Kong.”
A report in local news outlet
HK01 said the consulate employee had travelled to Shenzhen in
Guangdong province, an hour
outside Hong Kong, for a one-day
business meeting on August 8 but
has failed to return.
The incident comes as the
financial hub is facing its worst
political crisis in decades.
Pro-democracy protesters
have staged weeks of rallies that
have often descended into violent
clashes between police and protesters.
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resident Rodrigo Duterte
will visit Chinese counterP
part Xi Jinping next week to
raise their conflicting claims to
the South China Sea, as the
Filipino leader faces pressure at
home to confront Beijing.
While Duterte has
embraced China and had largely set aside a once-tense standoff over the resource-rich
waterway, a series of confrontations have stoked domestic discontent.
Duterte heads to China
on August 28 and is due to
return to the Philippines on
September 2, his spokesman,
Salvador Panelo, told journalists on Tuesday.
Beijing claims most of the
South China Sea, including
waters close to Philippine
shores, and has ignored a 2016
international tribunal ruling
that declared their assertion as
without basis.
Duterte had earlier this
month mentioned the trip,
where he said he intended to
finally discuss the ruling with
Xi.
“I have about two more
years, plus months left (in
office). It’s about time that we
start talking,” said Duterte at
the time.
He also said he would press
Beijing to conclude long-run-

ning talks with neighbouring
countries, that also have claims
to the disputed sea, on rules for
avoiding accidental clashes.
The visit marks a turnaround for Duterte, who had
revived once-icy diplomatic
ties with Beijing after being
elected in 2016 when he set
aside the maritime ruling in
favour of wooing Chinese aid,
trade and investment.
Duterte enjoys firm popular backing, but he has faced
criticism at home over his
stance that confronting China
is futile and will only lead to an
unwinnable war.
The issue has flared up
since a Chinese fishing trawler
hit and sank a Filipino boat in
the South China Sea in June,
sparking a string of small street
protests and criticism from
opposition politicians and for-

mer officials.
Defence Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana also complained
earlier this month about repeated unauthorised passage by
Chinese warships through
Philippine territorial waters
between February and July.
Panelo, the spokesman,
said on Tuesday that Duterte
has ordered all foreign vessels
passing through Philippine
waters to seek Manila’s advance
approval. This is “to avoid misunderstanding in the future,”
Panelo said, adding this was in
response to the “repeated passing through without our being
notified by some foreign vessels
— well, particularly Chinese
warships”.
“Either we get a compliance in a friendly manner or we
enforce it in an unfriendly
manner,” Panelo added.
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Twitter, which suspended
about 200 accounts of
Pakistanis posting about the
Kashmir issue, has denied allegations of bias by Islamabad,
saying that it enforced policies
judiciously and ensured impartiality of all users.
Pakistani government on
Monday complained to Twitter
about 200 accounts that have
been suspended for posting
about the Kashmir issue. Over
the last one week, multiple
Pakistanis have taken to Twitter
to report that accounts were

being suspended after they
posted about Kashmir.
Twitter, however, has maintained that it enforced policies
judiciously and ensured impartiality of all users, regardless of
their political beliefs and country of origin. Responding to
allegations of censorship and
biased moderation on its platform, a Twitter spokesperson
told the Dawn newspaper that
they were founded on the principles of free expression and
there was no political bias in its
content review teams that
determine what content is considered a violation of its rules.

“We believe people on all
sides of an issue have a fundamental right to discuss them
within the boundaries of our
policies, which prohibit terrorism, hateful conduct, platform manipulation and abuse.
At Twitter no one is above our
rules,” the spokesperson said.
Unlike Facebook, which
has the greatest number of
fact-checking partners in India,
Twitter is yet to introduce policy on political misinformation,
the report said.
“Twitter exists to serve the
public conversation, including
in national and regional events

of political importance,” the
official said.
However, the spokesperson
did not comment on the reasons that led to certain
accounts — specified in the
email — being suspended.
“We don’t comment on
individual accounts for privacy and security reasons,” the
official said.
Pakistanis have been reacting on various social media
accounts after India revoked
the special status of Jammu and
Kashmir and bifurcated it into
two union territories- Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ladakh.
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n Indian man in Sharjah is
having sleepless nights as his
A
phone keeps ringing with
unwanted calls from around the
world after his mobile number
was flashed during the second
season of the blockbuster web
series “Sacred Games” on Netflix.
Kunhabdulla CM, a 37-yearold Keralite who works for a local
oil company, had his phone
number flashed as fictional gangster Sulaiman Isa’s number in the
first episode of the new season
released on August 15.
“I have been getting incessant

calls on my phone for the last
three days from India, Pakistan,
Nepal, the UAE and around the
world. I don’t know what is happening,” Kunhabdulla told the
Gulf News.
“Hearing my phone ring
sends shivers down my spine. I
want to cancel my number. I
want this problem to go away,” he
said.
Kunhabdulla has never
heard of “Sacred Games”, the
popular series on Netflix starring
award-winning actors like Saif Ali
Khan and Nawazuddin Siddiqui.
Khan plays a Sikh cop in the
series while Siddiqui is a

Mumbai-based crime lord.
“What’s Sacred Games? A
video game? I work from 8 am
to 7pm. I don’t have time for such
things,” Kunhabdulla said.
“I got more than 30 calls
today [Sunday] and it’s draining
my battery. In the last one hour,
I got five calls asking for someone called Isa...Who is Isa? I don’t
have anything to do with him,” he
said.
Kunhabdulla’s number went
public in the scene where an
undercover Indian agent from
Kenya hands a chit to Ganesh
Gaitonde (Siddiqui) bearing the
number of dreaded gangster Isa.

Although the number was
not visible on the small piece of
paper, the subtitles gave it away.
Shortly after the story was
published, Netflix, the American
media-services provider and
production company, wrote to
the Gulf News, saying that they
had removed Kunhabdulla’s
number.
“We apologise for any
inconvenience caused. As soon
as we were alerted to the situation, we resolved the issue and
removed the phone number
from the subtitles,” Netflix said
in a statement to Gulf News on
Monday.
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ngland’s Ben Stokes has told
Australia to expect more
bouncers from Jofra Archer
in the remainder of the Ashes.
“It’s part of the game and a big
part of Jofra’s game, being aggressive, not letting batsmen settle,”
said Stokes.
Archer produced a hostile
and compelling display on debut
as the rain-affected second Test
ended in a draw at Lord’s on
Sunday.
Not only did he take five wickets, he repeatedly unsettled
Australia with a short-pitched
balls. The 92mph bouncer that hit
Steve Smith on the neck forced the
star batsman to miss the last day
with concussion.
“When someone takes a nasty
blow no bowler is going to say ‘I’m
not going to bowl that again
because I don’t want to hit them
again’,” Stokes, a lively seam bowler,
added.
“The concern is always there
when someone takes it, but next
ball, when you get back to the
mark, it’s ‘I’m going to keep doing
it’.” Smith, who could be ruled out
of the third Test at Headingley
starting on Thursday as well, had
earlier been hit a painful blow by
Archer on his left forearm.
Marnus Labuschagne, Smith’s
replacement at Lord’s as cricket’s
first concussion substitute, was
then hit flush on the grille of his
helmet second ball by another
Archer thunderbolt.
All the deliveries are considered a legitimate part of a fast
bowler’s armoury and Stokes said
Archer had no reason to change
his approach in Leeds.
Stokes believes Archer’s extra
pace can help England overturn a
1-0 deficit in the five-match Ashes
series following their 251-run loss
in the first Test at Edgbaston.
“Everything is so rhythmical
with Jofra it is tough to see when
that bouncer is coming,” said
Stokes.
“There’s no ‘tell’. He bowled a
lot of them, but they don’t seem to
pick it up.
“He gives another dimension
to our bowling attack. The first
innings he bowled 29 overs but his
last spell of eight was one of the
best out-and-out fast bowling
spells I have seen since I started
playing,” he added.
“We’ve seen (Australia’s)
Mitchell Johnson do it to us,

E
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ndy Murray on
Monday fell in the first
A
round of the ATP
Winston-Salem Open,
where the three-time
Grand Slam champion was
giving his surgically
repaired hip just its second
test in singles.
Britain’s Murray, who
feared in January that his
hip trouble would end his
career, accepted a wild card
into this week’s tournament in North Carolina
after falling in his singles
comeback in Cincinnati
last week.
He again showed
glimpses of his once-dominant self, but was inconsistent in a 7-6 (10-8), 7-5 loss
to 73rd-ranked American
Tennys Sandgren in a
match lasting 2 hours and
10 minutes.
“Some things were a
bit better today I think,”
Murray said. “I was hitting
the ball a bit cleaner than
I did maybe in Cincinnati...
I feel like I moved fairly
well to some drop shots,
which maybe last week I
wasn’t running to.
“So there’s some good
things in there but also
some stuff I would like to
do better.”
2'4*3'81,582++
Having said in
Cincinnati he would discontinue doubles to focus
on returning to peak
singles form,
Murray said
he might
consider
playing an
A T P
Challenger
Tour event
before heading to Asia, where
he is entered in September’s
Zhuhai Championships
and the China Open.
“Maybe I need to play
a level down to get some
matches and build my

game up a little bit before
I start playing on the tour
again,” he said.
In other action on a
day when rain wreaked
havoc on the schedule,
South Korean Lee Duckhee became the first deaf
player to win an ATP Tour
match,
beating
Switzerland’s
Henri
Laaksonen 7-6 (7/4), 6-1.
“My message for people who are hearing
impaired is to not be discouraged.
If you try hard, you
can do anything,” said Lee,
who will next face thirdseeded Hubert Hurkacz
of Poland.
Lee was two points
from victory when thunderstorms swept through.
When
he
and
Laaksonen returned some
five hours later, Lee quickly polished off a win he
admitted he hadn’t been
expecting.
“I thought that I was
just going to do my best
and try to stay focused,”
Lee said. “But I came out
a winner.”
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especially in 2013, but Jofra just
makes it look so easy. I’d rather
have him on my team than have
to face him. He’s a frightening talent.
“The sky is the limit for him
and he’s a great addition to our Test
team.”
England’s top order remains a
concern but after all-rounder
Stokes’s elevation to number five
in the second innings at Lord’s, he
scored an impressive 115 not out.
“It just depends on what happens in the game,” he said.
“I went to six because my
bowling workloads have gone up
in the last few years. I’m sure it will
change.
“We’re a very versatile batting
line-up, some days it might be
Jonny Bairstow at five, some days
Jos Buttler, some days me. We’re
all capable, it just depends on
workloads.”
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video posted on his Youtube
channel.
“My suggestion will be to
play him in fewer matches, he
should not bowl 27 overs in an
innings. What he cannot do in
14 overs, he won’t be able to do
it 27 overs,” he further said.
Akhtar also feels that Ashes,
which is currently 1-0 in favour
of Australia, would now take a
turn with Archer’s inclusion
into the England lineup.
“I think Ashes will now
take a turn. I believe fast
bowlers should bowl with more
intensity now.

ormer Pakistan speedster
Shoaib Akhtar believes
F
England have got a great
weapon in Jofra Archer but they
need to preserve him and manage his workload in a way that
the 24-year-old doesn’t get
injured very often.
“Archer is an exciting talent.
He is strong but I believe he is
the perfect candidate for being
injury prone. With his action
and speed, I believe he can have
back injuries, so he needs to be
preserved,” Akhtar said in a
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he legendary Glenn McGrath
is a big supporter of Jofra
T
Archer and feels the England
pace sensation is going to play
Test cricket for a long time.
“I’ve been a big supporter of
Archer for a long time and I love
what I see there,” McGrath was
quoted as saying by BBC where
he will be part of the Test Match
Special commentary team and
contribute a regular column to
the BBC Sport website.
“It’s quite rare to be able to
bowl with pace and accuracy for
such a long time. To have pace is
so unique and with Archer, it is
all natural. His action doesn’t look
too stressful, he has a nice,
smooth run-up and goes through
the crease really well.
It’s a fairly stress-free action
and he’s young and fit. He keeps
it simple: “He just comes in,
bowls good areas and with good
pace.”
Archer took the cricketing
fraternity by storm on his Test
debut, bowling hostile spells
which put even the likes of Steve
Smith in all sorts of discomfort
during the course of the game,
reminding fans of the famous
bodyline series.
“At Lord’s he bowled some
quite lengthy spells, but he main-
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ff-spinner Rashid Khan will lead
Afghanistan in their one-off Test
O
against Bangladesh and the triangu-
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acer Umesh Yadav says he has regained confidence after working on his erratic line and length
P
in the time away from the Indian team and is con-
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tained his pace throughout his
overs. That is a brilliant sign that
he can bowl long spells at top pace
then come back and bowl second
and third spells no problem at all,”
McGrath pointed out.
“With a guy with his action
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and technique, I don’t see any reason why he can’t play plenty of
Tests. It’s just experience that he
needs and he will be fine,” said the
former Australian fast bowler
regarded as one of the finest the
game has produced.

ed in the side.
Announcing the squad,
chief selector Andy Moles
said: “We have selected a 17member squad for the T20I
matches as per the advice of
the captain as we have two
important tournaments —
T20I Asia Cup and ICC T20
World Cup 2020 — ahead of
us. We will seek to prepare
good sides for these tournaments and those players who
perform well, will be considered for selection.
“We will also consider the
performance of players in the
upcoming Shpageeza Cricket
League and Afghanistan
Premier League T20 for future
selection.”
Squad for Test against
0?5X[T?XRcdaT Bangladesh: Rashid Khan (C),

Ihsanullah Janat, Javid
Ahmadi, Ibrahim Zadran,
Rahmat Shah, Hashmatullah
Shahidi, Asghar Afghan,
Ikram Alikhil, Mohammad
Nabi, Qais Ahmad, Sayed
Ahmad Shirzad, Yamin
Ahmadzai, Zahir Khan
Pakteen, Afsar Zazai and
Shapoor Zadran.
Squad for T20 Triangular
Series: Rashid Khan (C),
Asghar Afghan, Mohammad
Nabi, Hazratullah Zazai,
Najeeb Tarakai, Rahmanullah
Gurbaz, Mujeeb ur Rahman,
Shafiqullah Shafaq, Najib
Zadran, Shahidullah Kamal,
Karim Janat, Gulbadin Naib,
Fareed Ahmad Malik,
Sharafuddin Ashraf, Fazal
Niazai, Dawlat Zadran and
Naveen ul Haq.
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Auckland Classic, a tournament that
has mixed memories for the American
superstar.
Williams slumped to a shock second-round loss in her only previous
appearance in New Zealand in 2017,
lashing out at windy conditions she
described as some of the “least
favourite” she had ever experienced.
But she went on to win the
Australian Open later that
month, claiming the most recent
of her 23 majors to pass Steffi
Graf’s Open-era benchmark of 22.
She also announced her engagement to Alexis Ohanian while in
New Zealand and it later emerged she
was pregnant with her first child while
competing at the tournament.
Currently ranked eighth in the world,
the 37-year-old said she wanted to
show New Zealanders what she could
do on the court.
“Oh man, I want to win that title
so bad,” she said in a statement.
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ndia’s Ankita Raina knocked out ninth seed
Belgian Ysaline Bonaventure to progress to the
Isecond
round of the US Open Qualifiers but
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“Last time I was there I had so
much going on and although I fought
through to win my first match, I know
I didn’t play to my level.”
Since her 2017 triumph at
Melbourne Park, Williams has been
chasing a 24th Grand Slam to match
Australian Margaret Court’s record.
She is battling back problems
ahead of the US Open that forced her
to retire from warm-up tournaments
in Toronto and Cincinnatti.

fident of making the playing eleven in the Test series
against the West Indies starting on Thursday.
Umesh, who took three wickets for 19 runs in
the West Indies A first innings in the warm-up game
which concluded on Monday here, said he worked
on getting his rhythm back at the Vidarbha Cricket
Academy with coach Subroto Banerjee in the last
few months.
“As a fast bowler you have to practice and you
need to set your rhythm, to know at what line and
length you have to bowl. I have also tried the same,
to get my rhythm right. I was preparing myself to
do what I will be doing in a match situation,” Umesh
said after the drawn warm-up game.
“I went to Vidarbha Cricket Academy and
worked with coach Subroto Banerjee there and
asked him for his opinion. There were these issues
of length of deliveries. It happens to a lot of fast
bowlers, when you are playing a lot continuously,
you’re unable to settle into a specific line and length.
I worked on that,” he added.
He said he was able to bowl into the right areas
during the warm-up game against the West Indies
A team.
“I am playing a practice match after a long time.
I had earlier come here to play for India A and I
played one game. The wicket is not too different and
it has swing.
“(In the warm-up game) I was focussing on the
areas I have to put the ball. My mindset was to put
the balls in those areas and bowl dot balls. I was
being able to do that,” he added.
The 31-year-old played his last Test in Australia
in December 2018. He then played for Vidarbha in
the domestic competitions and followed it up with
a stint with Royal Challengers Bangalore in the IPL.
“After the Australia tour, I played in Ranji trophy and we (Vidarbha) won and then IPL came. In
the two and half months after that, I gave myself
some time to work on my errors and get my rhythm
back. Accordingly, I prepared my mindset.
“I worked on bowling drills and trained a lot
on whatever bowling problems which I thought I
had. You need off-time because it is only during your
off-time that you can re-shape your mindset on what
needs to be done,” he added, when asked about the
drills at the Vidarbha academy.
Asked about the competition in the current
Indian team in the fast-bowling department, he said,
“When you know you’re going to play back-to-back
Test matches, you need that kind of benchstrength.
“All the fast bowlers know there is a good competition and that everyone is going to get an opportunity. Whoever does well, will get to play more. If
we think in that manner, it’s good for us because
we will try to improve ourselves.
“It is a healthy competition and it is good for
the team. It make us more exciting and challenging and will improve our performance.”
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erena Williams announced on
Tuesday she will warm-up for
SJanuary’s
Australian Open at the
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lar series featuring Zimbabwe. The
Test will begin on September 5 while
the tri-series will kick-off from
September 13.
Alongwith Mohammad Shahzad,
who is serving a suspension, middleorder batsman Nasir Jamal, left-arm
spinner Sharafuddin Ashraf, paceman
Wafadar Momand, and left-arm
wristspinner Waqar Salamkheil have
not been included in the squad.
On the other hand, experienced
left-arm paceman Shapoor Zadran,
who is yet to feature in the longest format of the game, and Afsar Zazai, the
wicketkeeper-batsman who played
Afghanistan’s maiden Test — against
India in June 2018 have been includ-
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Ramkumar Ramanathan bit the dust in the men’s
singles here.
The 194th ranked Ankita was up against a
higher-ranked player but prevailed 6-1, 1-6, 62 for her second win against the Belgian on the
Pro Tour.
She had beaten the 111th ranked
Bonaventure in her own country in 2014 on clay.
Ankita has not gone beyond the second
round at the Grand Slam qualifiers and she has
a good chance to better that stat as she is up
against Czech Republic’s Denia Allertova, who
is placed 85 places below her at 279.
In the men’s singles, Ramkumar
Ramanathan bowed out with a 5-7, 6-7(9) defeat
against Italy’s Filippo Baldi.

Lucknow Zone Red beat Lucknow Zone Blue by five wickets in the
Under-16 Inter Zonal trial match at Ras Behari Tiwari Stadium on Tuesday.
In another match played at Ekana Stadium, Bahraich Zone defeated Bareilly
Zone by 77 runs.
BRIEF SCORES:
LZ Blue: 124 (Karan Mishra 28, Bhav Seth 27, Prince Maurya 20, Naman
16, Yasir Tariq 16; Sparsh Gupta 28/4, Arpit Mishra 29/2, Shashank 39/2)
LZ Red: 156 (Vipraj Nigam 34, Kushagra Singh 33, Mohd Dahish 26,
Shubham Tiwari 23; Yogesh Kumar 52/2)
BZ: 185 (Jai Prakash Gupta 54, Shikhar Singh 39, Kushagra Shukla 30, Raman
Singh 19; Abhay Kumar 4/1)
Bly Z: 108 (Siddharth Narayan 38, Anubhav Deep 34; Jatin Sharma 12/4,
Navdeep Singh 20/2)

B707AD:7F8=B6>;3

Shahrukh Khan of Anand International Taekwondo Academy bagged
the gold medal in the CISCE Board National Championship. Shahrukh's
coach Anand Kishore Pandey congratulated him on the achievement.

0A<H1>HB8=@D0AC4AB

Army Boys edged past Sports College 1-0 to enter the quarter-final of
the 2nd Major Durga Mall Memorial District Football Tournament at Chowk
Stadium on Tuesday. Earlier, (Retd) Colonel MM Ghosh inaugurated the
tournament.

1>G8=6C>DA=4H

Lucknow District Amateur Boxing Association is organising District
Junior Boxing Championship at KD Singh ‘Babu’ Stadium from August 23.
Lucknow region team will also be selected during the championship.

8B;0<80140C101D2;D1

Islamia College defeated Babu Club Lucknow 2-1 in a league match of
Lucknow Hockey League at Mohd Shahid Stadium on Tuesday. Shafat Ali
and Ansh Sethi netted a goal each for the winner while Mukesh Ram scored
for Babu Club. Earlier, KD Singh Stadium played a 2-2 draw with Sports
College ‘C’.
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he Indian team management
will be fretting on possible
team combinations for the first
Test against the West Indies with a
difficult choice between senior pros
Rohit Sharma and Ajinkya Rahane if
it opts for a fifth specialist bowler.
Unless India go with a safety-first
four bowler strategy which allows
both Test and ODI vice-captain to
figure in the scheme of things, one
among the two would be cooling
heels and it could be Rahane going
by his wretched form in red-ball
cricket.
India will be returning to the
longest format after a good seven and
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half months and the moot point of
the playing XI will be whether KohliRavi Shastri duo goes for an additional sixth batsman or an extra bowler
for the first Test starting on Thursday.
If the Indian team’s think tank
employs conservative strategy, KL
Rahul and Mayank Agarwal should
be opening the innings but Rahul it
may be recalled was dropped for the
last two Test matches in Australia
with Hanuma Vihari opening the
innings.
While Vihari didn’t score too
many runs, he blunted the new ball
attack which helped Agarwal and
Cheteshwar Pujara to consolidate
without much trouble.
If one looks at the pattern of play-

ing XI selections, Vihari, who batted
No 3 and scored a fifty in the warmup game against West Indies A, could
once again open in the first Test if
Rahul’s poor Test record during past
one year is taken into account.
Cheteshwar Pujara and Virat
Kohli are the two pillars at No 3 and
4 respectively but the problem starts
after that.
With Rishabh Pant expected to
come in at No 6 and Ravindra Jadeja
with his all-round skills bringing in
the necessary balance at No 7 in the
absence of an injured Hardik Pandya,
Kohli may be left with an unenviable
task of putting either Rahane or
Rohit on the chopping block.
Rohit’s last Test knock was an
unbeaten half-century and he also
scored a first-innings half-ton in the
practice game.
While Rahane got a few runs in
the second innings, his form has been
on the downhill and even a county
stint with Hampshire has not done
anything to bolster his confidence.
The only option to include both
is to go for a four-bowler strategy with
three pacers in Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Shami, Ishant Sharma
along with Ravichandran Ashwin or
Kuldeep Yadav as the lone spinner.
The extra batsman then will take
Jadeja out of equation but there will
always be a chance of fatigue in sultry conditions and the case of maintaining proper over-rates with three
out and out fast bowlers in operation.
Skipper Kohli has always been a
big advocator of playing five bowlers
as the key to winning Test matches is
20 wickets.
If the track is lively, Kohli perhaps wouldn’t even mind playing a
fourth pacer in Umesh Yadav (along
with lone spinner), who had a good
game against the Windies A.
However a lot will depend on the
kind of track that the local curators
provide at the Sir Vivian Richards
Stadium here.
There is a perception that this
Indian team can take 20 wickets with
four bowlers but will Kohli take that
risk in their World Test
Championship opener?
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Bengaluru: CWTaPX]\PaaTS3d[TT_Ca^_Wh^_T]Ta
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SaPf^]CdTbSPhPUcTacWaTTSPhbfTaTfPbWTS^dc
CWT\PcRWT]STSfXcW^dcTeT]cWTUXabcX]]X]VbQTX]V
R^\_[TcTSP]SQ^cWcTP\bV^cP_^X]cTPRW0UcTa
cWT ^_T]X]V SPhb _a^RTTSX]Vb bcPacTS [PcT ^]
BPcdaSPh^fX]Vc^^eTa]XVWcaPX]P]SbPf#(^eTab
QTX]VQ^f[TS_[Ph^]cWT^cWTaSPhbfTaTRP[[TS^UU
fXcW^dc P QP[[ QTX]V Q^f[TS >][h #( ^eTab fTaT
Q^f[TSX]cWTT]cXaT\PcRW>]Pcad]RPcTS^_T]X]V
SPh8]SXP6aTT]WPSaTSdRTS8]SXP1[dTc^ !U^a
bXg 8]SXP ATS _[Ph 8]SXP 1[dT X] cWT ]Tgc \PcRW
QTVX]]X]V^]0dVdbc!"Pc0[da
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New Delhi: ?aXhP\6PaVfX[[RP_cPX]cWT8]SXPD!"
cTP\ X] cWT W^\T bTaXTb QTVX]]X]V PVPX]bc
1P]V[PSTbWD!"QTVX]]X]VBT_cT\QTa (X]APX_da
0[[ cWT UXeT VP\Tb ^U cWT bTaXTb fX[[ QT _[PhTS X]
APX_da6PaVWPSRP_cPX]TScWT8]SXPD (b`dPSX]
cWT aTRT]c[h WT[S h^dcW >38 bTaXTb X] cWT D:
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cWTD:P]S2:=PhdSdCa^_Wh

34<14;4033BC>10A20BF>4B

80=BQ BC9>7=B

ason Holder, West Indies skipper in Test and
ODIs, has bagged the West Indies Test Player of
the Year award at the seventh CWI/WIPA Awards
2019.
Under Holder’s captaincy in 2018, West Indies
drew the three-match home Test series against Sri
Lanka 1-1 and later defeated Bangladesh in the
two-match Test series 2-0. During the said period, the star all-rounder also scored 405 runs and
picked up 21 wickets in ODIs. He will now be leading the side in the two-match Test series against
India beginning on Thursday.
At the annual CWI Award ceremony which
took place on Monday, Shai Hope was named West
Indies’ ODI Player of the Year. The right-handed
batsman scored 875 runs at 67.30 in 2018, including three centuries and three half-centuries.
Keemo Paul won West Indies’ T20I Player of
the Year award. Paul, who made his debut last year,
picked up 17 wickets and scored 124 runs in 13
matches for the West Indies.
Oshane Thomas was named as the West Indies
Emerging Player of the Year while Rahkeem
Cornwall, who is in line to make his Test debut
against India this week, was adjudged West Indies
Championship Player of the Year. Andre Russell
bagged the Caribbean T20 player award.
In women’s cricket, big-hitting all-rounder
Deandra Dottin swept the top three awards — West
Indies Women Player of the Year, West Indies
Women’s ODI Player of the Year and the T20 Player
of the Year.
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fX[[ \Xbb UXeT fTTZb PUcTa bdUUTaX]V P WP\bcaX]V
X]YdahcWTR[dQbPXSCWTR[dQbPXSX]PbcPcT\T]ccWPc
cTbcb bW^fTS P UXQaX[[Pah [TbX^] X] cWT [TUc cWXVW
UT\^aP[QXRT_b8U3T\QT[TXb^dcU^acWPc[^]VWT
R^d[S \Xbb UXeT \PcRWTb X] ;P ;XVP Pb fT[[ Pb
5aP]RTb 4da^ !! `dP[XUXTab PVPX]bc 0[QP]XP ^]
BT_cT\QTa & P]S 0]S^aaP ^] BT_cT\QTa ! 7T
bdUUTaTSPbX\X[Pa_a^Q[T\X]<PhPccWTT]S^UP]
X]YdahaPePVTS UXabc bTPb^] X] 1PaRT[^]P 7T Xb cWT
[PcTbcRPbdP[chX]PST_[TcTS1PaRT[^]PbcaXZTU^aRT
;X^]T[ <TbbX \XbbTS cWT ;XVP ^_T]Ta fXcW P RP[U
_a^Q[T\;dXbBdPaTi[X\_TS^UUPUcTa"&\X]dcTbX]
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X]cTa]PcX^]P[RaXRZTcd]cX[cWTaTbd[cb^UcWTcTbcX]VPaT
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anchester United were forced
to settle for a 1-1 draw against
Wolves after Paul Pogba’s penalty
was saved by Rui Patricio at
Molineux on Monday.
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side
took the lead through Anthony
Martial’s second Premier League
goal of the season in the first half.
Ruben Neves hit a brilliant
equaliser for Wolves after the interval before France star Pogba was
denied by Patricio.
It was a curious decision for
Pogba to take the spot-kick as
Marcus Rashford had scored a
penalty in last weekend’s 4-0 victory over Chelsea and also memorably
netted the Champions League last16 winner from the spot against
Paris Saint Germain last
term.
Pogba has now missed
four Premier League penalties since the start of last season.
United would have gone
top of the table with a win, but
instead they were left to reflect on
an inconsistent performance that
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ndian shuttler
H S Prannoy
Istunned
multiple-time Olympic and world champion Lin Dan in a hard-fought match
while Sai Praneeth outplayed Lee
Dong Keun to enter the pre-quarterfinals of the World Championships
here on Tuesday.
Prannoy, unseeded in the tournament, beat the highly-decorated
Chinese 21-11, 13-21, 21-7 in a second
round match that lasted one hour and
two minutes.
In the pre-quarterfinals, Prannoy
faces an uphill task against top seed
Kento Momota of Japan, who downed
Luis Enrique Penalver of Spain 21-10,
21-7.
In five meetings between the two,
Prannoy has emerged victorious thrice.
The Chinese won in the last meeting,
at the Australian Open in June.
"I started and ended well but the
strategy in the second game went completely opposite for me. Thanks to
coaches I could make a few changes in
crucial moments. I am happy I was
patient and was ready for a long match.
Shuttles were not very fast but I am
happy with my game,” Prannoy said.
Later on Tuesday, 16th seed Sai
Praneeth completed a comprehensive
21-16, 21-15 win over Dong Keun of
South Korea in the second round.
In the women’s doubles, the Indian
pair of Ashwini Ponappa N Sikki
Reddy got a walkover from Chinese
Taipei’s Chang Ching Hui and Yang
Ching Tun in their opening match.
They will face seventh seeded Chinese
pair of Du Yue and LI Yin Hui in the
second round.
The men’s doubles pairing of
Manu Attri and Sumeeth Reddy beat
the French duo of Thom Gicquel and
Ronan Labar 21-13, 21-13 in a first
round match.

ustralia’s star batsman Steve Smith has been ruled
out of the third Ashes Test beginning on Thursday
A
after suffering concussion, Cricket Australia announced
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underlined why Solskjaer still has a
lot of work to do to turn his
team into title contenders.
While there were
moments of promise in
attack and defence, United
didn’t take their chances and
crumbled too easily when
they came under pressure in their
second game of the season.
At an average of 24 years and
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star Sushil Kumar
sealed a berth in India’s squad for
Sthetruggling
World Championship, pipping a
spirited Jitender Kumar 4-2 in a bitterly-fought 74kg final of the selection trials here on Tuesday.
Consistent attacks from both the
wrestlers in the fast-paced final
bout had the fans on the edge of their
seats. Close to 1500 gathered at the
IGI stadium to watch their favourite
star in action.
Sushil opened up a 4-0 lead in
the first period and ended up inflicting an eye injury on Jitender early in
the second period.
Sushil, whose return to the mat
after a year at an event in Belarus met
with a disappointing end, apologised
immediately.
Later, another attacking move
from Sushil had Jitender wincing in
pain as he suffered an elbow injury.
Nevertheless, Jitender did not
give up and thrice he had got hold
of Sushil’s right leg but lack of proper grip meant he could not convert
them into points.
The two-time Olympic medallist
was feeling the heat and to the dis-
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173 days, Solskjaer had picked
United’s youngest Premier League
starting line-up since the final day
of the 2016-17 campaign.
Daniel James made his maiden
start for United after the close-season signing from Swansea.
There was no place in the
matchday squad for Chile forward
Alexis Sanchez, who has been
linked with Inter Milan.

BdbWX[:d\PaXbSTR[PaTSfX]]TaPUcTaPQ^dc
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?C8

cerning, it seemed the two medical
breaks he took was a ploy to catch
some breath.
With two push-out points,
Jitender reduced the margin of
defeat.
It still is not over for Jitender as
the federation has given him the
option to book a World
Championship berth in 79kg by
challenging Tuesday’s winner Virdev
Gulia.

on Tuesday.
The 30-year-old — who has scored two centuries and
92 in his three innings in the first two Tests — was felled
by a Jofra Archer bouncer on Saturday in the first innings
of the second Test at Lord’s.
Smith’s absence will be a huge blow to Australia who
hold a 1-0 lead in the five Test series and victory at
Headingley would ensure they retained the Ashes.
Their other batsmen have not looked convincing —
experienced opener David Warner has totalled just 18
in his four innings — with Smith being the lynch-pin.
“Steve Smith has been ruled out of the third Ashes
Test at Headingley, with coach Justin Langer confirming the news after the batsman sat out Australia’s training session on Tuesday,” Cricket Australia announced on
their website.
The team doctor Richard Saw had the final say on
whether Smith played or not and he was seen speaking
with him during team training on Tuesday.
According to the website vice-captain Pat Cummins
patted Smith on the shoulder and coach Justin Langer
wrapped his arm round the former captain as the rest
of the squad trained without him.
Smith — who has risen to number two in the world
batting rankings — was pictured with his head in his
hands and Langer looking glumly at the ground.
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Smith now has two weeks to be ready for the fourth
Test in Manchester, which starts on September 4, with
a three-day tour match in Derby from August 29-31.
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side as forward Gurjant found the
back of the net in the 41st minute
to make it 6-2 which put the world
number 5 side in a dominant position at the end of the third quarter.
Japan attacked the Indian
defence in the the fourth quarter
and scored their third goal
through Kazuma Murata in the
52nd minute.
The win put India in the second spot in the points table and
they face toppers New Zealand in
the summit clash.

Mandeep Singh struck a
fine hat-trick to help the Indian
Smen’striker
hockey team beat hosts
Japan 6-3 and book a summit
clash berth in the Olympic Test
Event here on Tuesday.
The Indian team bounced
back from their 1-2 loss against
New Zealand with an impressive
display in their third match at the
Oi Hockey Stadium here. India
again face New Zealand in the
summit clash today.
Mandeep found the target in
the 9th, 29th and 30th minutes
while Nilakanta Sharma (3rd),
Nilam Sanjeep Xess (7th) and
Gurjant Singh (41st) were the
other scorers for India.
Kentaro Fukuda (25th), Kenta
Tanaka (36th) and Kazuma
Murata (52nd) scored the goals for
Japan.
Nilakanta gave India an excellent start through a field goal in
the third minute. Buoyed by the
early lead, the Indian team put
tremendous pressure on the Japan
defence as Gurjant Singh took a
shot on goal, but saw his effort
going wide of the post.
However, a penalty corner
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was awarded to India in the seventh minute which was converted brilliantly by Nilam Sanjeep to
help the team take a 2-0 lead.
India continued to take the
aggressive approach and Mandeep
found the back of the net with an
excellent field goal in the ninth
minute.
Japan managed to open their
account through a field goal
through Kentaro Fukuda in the
25th minute, but Mandeep scored
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two field goals in quick succession
to help India take a big 5-1 lead.
The Indian vice-captain scored
just before the half-time whistle in
the 29th and 30th minutes.
Japan started the third quarter on an aggressive note and kept
putting pressure on the Indian
defence and found a field goal
through Kenta Tanaka in the 36th
minute.
India did not let the momentum shift towards the Japanese
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Following an impressive performance against Australia, the
Indian women’s hockey team also
secured its place in the final by
playing out a 0-0 draw against
China.
China needed the victory to
make sure that they progress to the
final but India’s defense was up to
the task, and seemed determined
to consolidate their position at the
top of the points table.
With a tally of five points from
their three matches, India topped
the points table, and will now face
hosts and World No 14 Japan in
the final today.
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