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In the early hours of Friday,
the nation woke up to the

news that the four men accused
of brutally gangraping and
immolating a 26-year-old vet-
erinarian were shot dead in an
alleged exchange of fire with
the police between 5.45 am and
6.15 am. The four were taken
by a 10-member police team to
the scene of their crime at
Chatanpally, 50 km near
Hyderabad, for the recon-
struction of events as part of
the investigation into the rape-
murder.

More than eight hours after
the four rape-murder accused
were killed in the encounter,
the police allowed the media
into the area that had been cor-
doned off until then.

The four bodies lay close to
each other,  barely 5 metres
apart. Areef, who, according to
the police, smothered and
killed the vet after she was
raped, could be seen holding a
gun in his right hand. In a yel-
low T-shirt and jeans, his body
lay on the ground face-up, no
wounds visible on the body, but
blood underneath him sug-
gested that he was shot in the
back. Perpendicular to him
was the body of Jollu Shiva,
who was wearing a white shirt.
It was evident from his body,
face up, that he received the
gunshot in the chest. A few
metres away was the body of
Jollu Naveen in an orange
shirt.

Speaking about the alleged
encounter, Cyberabad Police
Commissioner VC Sajjanar
said that an investigation was
required to reconstruct the
crime scene in the November
27 rape-murder case, hence the
four accused were taken to the
Chatanpally culvert where the
vet’s charred body was found
late a day later.

“When the cops were ques-
tioning them about the location

of the missing cell phone, the
four accused tried to attack the
police with sticks and stones.
Areef snatched a revolver from
the police. The cops present at
the site told the four to sur-
render. However, they did not
heed the warnings. This result-
ed in crossfire. They continued
to attack cops and were even-
tually shot dead,” Sajjanar said.

The accused were shot
dead barely 500 metres from
the Chatanpally underpass,
where they had set the veteri-
narian body’s on fire last week.

According to sources, the
accused were taken from
Cherlapally jail around mid-
night to the scene of the
offence, which is about 70 km
away, as there was a threat
posed to them by the public.
The encounter took place in an
agricultural field owned by
one S Satyam.

“They were not hand-
cuffed. They ganged up and
assaulted us with the sticks

found here. Two of them
snatched weapons and fired at
us. A sub-inspector and a con-
stable suffered injuries in the
crossfire, the two have been

admitted to hospital. One of the
accused attacked S-I
Venkateswarlu with a stone, he
was hit on the right side of his
forehead and constable Arvind

Goud was hit on his right
shoulder with a stick. He suf-
fered soft tissue injury.
Condition of both policemen is
stable. Two revolvers were
recovered from Areef and
Chenakeshavulu,” revealed
Sajjanar. Doctors from
Mahbubnagar hospital con-
ducted postmortem at the spot.

Replying to a question
about the criticism from
NHRC and others regarding
the encounter, he said, “The law
has done its duty.”
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The encounter killing of the
four men accused of gan-

graping and murdering a
Hyderabad veterinarian on
Friday set off a chorus of
appreciation as well as concern
and criticism among general
public, politicians and human
right activists.

People from different
walks of life, including stu-
dents, in Telangana on Friday
showered praise on Cyberabad
Police Commissioner VC
Sajjanar with some performing
“milk bath” to his portraits in
Hyderabad and elsewhere.

School and college stu-
dents and members of differ-
ent organisations raised slo-
gans like “Jai Police and Jai Jai
Sajjanar”.

“We are proud of Sajjanar
Sir. He has ensured justice. We
want police official like you,”
said a schoolgirl in Hyderabad.

The families of the
Hyderabad veterinarian victim
and of Nirbhaya, the 23-year-
old paramedic student who
died days after being brutally
gangraped in Delhi in
December 2012, have both
come out in support of the
policemen involved in the
encounter.

The BJP, the Congress and
the entire political class was
divided in its reaction to the

encounter killing.   
BSP chief Mayawati

praised the Hyderabad Police
saying, “The action that has
been taken by the Hyderabad
Police is praiseworthy. In UP,
this (rape) is happening every
day not just in one district but
in every district.” 

Members of Parliament,
like Jaya Bachchan, saw it as
speedy justice for the rape
victim, others such as Maneka
Gandhi and Shashi Tharoor
said extrajudicial killings are a
matter of concern. 

Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil Kumar Modi
slammed the Telengana Police
while BJP’s Telengana BJP
spokesperson K Krishna Sagar

Rao said India is not “Banana
Republic.” 

“However, India is not a
banana republic and is bound
by legal and constitutional
framework. Politics over crime
cannot set a right precedence.
Telangana State Government
and DGP should call a Press
conference immediately,” the
BJP said. 

“As a responsible national
party the BJP will react only
after official police statement,”
he said.

Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram, who is in
Ranchi, said an enquiry into
the matter to ascertain the facts
were needed.

Continued on Page 4
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It’s a tale of two encounters 11
years apart with many simi-

larities — both in December
and both featuring VC Sajjanar
in a central role.

Cyberabad Commissioner
Sajjanar, who was hailed by
many as a hero on Friday for
the encounter killing of four
men accused of gangraping
and murdering a Hyderabad
veterinarian, was superinten-
dent of police in 2008. 

The story
began in
Warangal on
December 10
that year.
S w a p n i k a
and T
P r a n i t h a ,

both electrical engineering stu-
dents, were riding home on a
two-wheeler when three youths
on a bike came alongside and
threw sulphuric acid on them.

Swapnika, who was riding
pillion, was the target and took

the full impact of the acid
attack. Pranitha, who was wear-
ing a helmet, was not so badly
injured. The incident led to
protests across the then unified
Andhra Pradesh.

Sajjanar headed the probe.
Soon, three men — S Srinivas,
D Sanjay and P Harikrishna —
were arrested.  Three days later
came the news about the three
being killed in the encounter,
propelling Sajjanar to the sta-
tus of instant hero.

Continued on Page 4
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President Ram Nath Kovind
on Friday called for abol-

ishing the provision of mercy
petitions for those convicted of
sexual offences against children
saying “demonic” attacks on
women have shaken the con-
science of the country.

“In this context, several
things are coming up. Such
convicts have been given the
right of mercy petition by the
Constitution. I have said that
there should be reconsideration
on this... In cases under
POCSO (Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences) Act, they be deprived
of the right of mercy petition.
They do not need any such

right,” he said.
The Union Cabinet has

given its nod to amend certain
sections of Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012 to include
provision of death penalty in
cases of sexual offences against
children.

Continued on Page 4
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The condition of rape sur-
vivor from Unnao, who

had suffered 90 per cent burns
after five men, including two of
the rape accused, allegedly set
her on fire while she was on her
way to court, and was airlifted
to Delhi on Thursday and
admitted to the Safdarjung
Hospital is extremely critical
and on ventilator, doctors
attending to her said on Friday.

They said her health con-
dition is being consistently
monitored by a team of doc-
tors. 

“The condition of the
patient is extremely critical
and she is on ventilator. Even
her vitals are very low,” said Dr
Shalab Kumar, Head of Burn
and Plastic Surgery at the hos-
pital. The Delhi Traffic Police
on Thursday provided a “green
corridor” for hindrance-free
movement of the ambulance
carrying her from the airport
to the hospital. 

Continued on Page 4
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The Government has can-
celled the passport of con-

troversial self-styled godman
Nithyananda and rejected his
application for fresh one,
External Affairs Ministry said
on Friday.

MEA spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar also said the
Ministry has sensitised all its
missions and posts abroad
about Nithyananda.

Nithyananda is wanted for
several crimes including rape in
India and is believed to have
fled the country. Reports indi-
cate he has purchased an island
near Ecuador in South America
to form a “Hindu Nation” by
the name of “Kailaasa”.

The Ministry spokesman
said, “We have sensitised all our
missions and posts and told
them to inform local
Governments about him.”
Nithyananda is wanted in India
for multiple cases including
alleged rape and abduction.

Kumar said Nithyananda’s
passport was cancelled before

its validity was to expire in 2018
and that his application for a
new one was also rejected
because of cases pending
against him.

Asked about reports that
Nithyananda declaring found-
ing his own country called
“Kailassa” in his website,
Kumar said, “Setting up a web-
site is different from setting up
a nation.”

In a related development,
the embassy of Ecuador, in a
statement, categorically denied
that the Nithyananda was given
asylum by it or has been helped
by its Government in purchas-
ing any land or island in South
America near or far from
Ecuador. 

Continued on Page 4
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The CBI has booked
Allahabad High Court

judge SN Shukla in a corrup-
tion case for allegedly favour-
ing a medical college and con-
ducted searches at his Lucknow
residence. The CBI carried out
searches in Meerut and Delhi. 

Besides Shukla, the agency
has also named IM Quddusi, a
retired judge of the
Chhattisgarh High Court,
Bhagwan Prasad Yadav and
Palash Yadav of the Prasad
Education Trust, the trust and
private persons Bhavna Pandey
and Sudhir Giri in the graft
case, officials said. 

The accused were booked
under section 120-B of the IPC
(criminal conspiracy) and pro-
visions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act. After regis-
tering the FIR, the CBI started
conducting searches at multi-
ple locations in Lucknow,

Meerut and Delhi, they said.
It was alleged in the FIR

that Prasad Institute of Medical
Sciences based at Lucknow
was debarred by the Centre for
admitting medical students for
the forthcoming two years due
to sub-standard facilities and
non-fulfilment of the required
criteria in May, 2017, along
with 46 other medical col-
leges, which were debarred on
similar grounds, officials said. 

This decision of the Centre
was opposed by the medical
institute before the Supreme
Court. “Subsequently, a con-
spiracy was hatched between
the accused and the writ peti-
tion filed before the SC was
withdrawn with the permission
of the court and a writ petition
was filed before the Division
Bench of Allahabad High
Court, Lucknow Bench on
August 24, 2017,” the CBI said
in a statement. 

Continued on Page 4

��������	�
��
���
���������
�����������

���
��������
���
����
�����
������

�

��	�������������

������	�
	��
������

�����

����  �������
!��"��#��������� 
�
  �#������������

�������	
��������������������
�������������������������������

���� 49:�89;,�

The Union Home Ministry
has sent to President Ram

Nath Kovind the recommen-
dation of the Delhi
Government rejecting the
mercy plea of Vinay Sharma,
one of the convicts in the 2012
Nirbhaya gang-rape case. The
move came two days after the
file rejecting the mercy plea was
sent by Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Anil Baijal to the

Home Ministry.
The file has been forward-

ed to the President for consid-
eration and final decision. The
mother of Nirbhaya, the 23-
year-old paramedic student
who died days after being bru-
tally gangraped in Delhi in
December 2012, on Friday
urged President Ram Nath
Kovind to reject the mercy
petition filed by one of the four
men convicted in the case.

The letter written by

Nirbhaya’s mother to Kovind
said the petition filed by one of
the convicts — Vinay Sharma
— “deliberately tries to avoid
the execution of the death sen-
tence and hamper the dissem-
ination of justice.”

Vinay Sharma, one of the
convicts facing the gallows for
the rape-and-murder of a 23-
year-old paramedic student,
had filed the mercy petition
before the President. 

Continued on Page 4
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Unnao: A day after a woman was set afire here by five men,
including two accused of raping her, Unnao rape survivor’s uncle,
who lives in a rented house here and runs a small shop, told
reporters that a relative of the accused Shivam had called him
and threatened that he will have to face “dire consequences”.

“Your shop will be set on fire and will not let you live,” the
victim’s uncle described the caller as saying. “I am going to inform
the police and demand action in this regard,” he said. Police has
not yet received any complaint in the matter. PTI
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Hyderabad: The Telangana
High Court on Friday directed
the State Government to pre-
serve the bodies of four acc-
cused in the rape and murder
of a young veterinarian till
8pm on December 9.

The High Court gave the
order on a representation
received in the office of the
Chief Justice, requesting judi-
cial intervention 
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Lucknow (PNS): Bahujan
Samaj Party president
Mayawati has praised the
Hyderabad police for its “strong
action” against the four accused
in the Hyderabad gang-rape
and murder case. 

Reacting to the killing of
the four persons accused of
gang-rape and murder of a 25-
year-old veterinarian in
Hyderabad, Mayawati said the
action against the rape accused
was praiseworthy and asked the
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh Police
to learn a lesson from their
Hyderabad colleagues.

“Crimes against women
are on the rise in Uttar Pradesh,
but the state government is
sleeping. This is happening
every day not just in one dis-
trict but in every district. Be it
young girls or aged women,
nobody is being spared. There
is jungle raj in UP,” the BSP
chief said, adding that when she
was chief minister she had
acted even against members of
her own party. 

She asked the state police
to take inspiration from
Hyderabad police and take
stern action against culprits in
such cases.

“Uttar Pradesh and Delhi
police will have to change,” she
added.

Interestingly, the Uttar
Pradesh Police, in response to
the BSP supremo, came out
with statistics to counter her
claims and said that “jungle raj
is a thing of the past”. 
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With the rape victim set on
fire in Unnao on

Thursday still battling for her
life in the Trauma Centre of
Safdarjung Hospital in New
Delhi, the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment constituted a five-
member Special Investigation
Team (SIT) to probe the shock-
ing incident.

“I visited the spot in Unnao
on Thursday evening and con-
stituted a five-member SIT led
by Unnao ASP Vinod Pandey.
The team will probe all aspects
of the case and submit a report
to me,” Divisional
Commissioner of Lucknow
Mukesh Meshram told media
persons. Meshram, along with
IG (Lucknow Range) SK Bhagat
visited the spot and submitted
their report to the government
on Thursday night.  

He, however, did not dis-
close the time-frame given to the
SIT to submit its report. The
report will come to me soon and
I will forward it to the govern-
ment,” Meshram said. 

Meanwhile, a day after the
rape victim was set on fire, her
uncle alleged that he had been
threatened with “dire conse-
quences” by the relatives of the
accused.  The victim’s uncle, who
lives in a rented house in Unnao
and runs a small shop, told
reporters that a relative of
accused Shivam had called him
and threatened that he would
have to face “dire consequences”. 

“Your shop will be set on fire
and (we) will not let you live,” the
victim’s uncle described the
caller as saying. “I am going to
inform the police and demand
action in this regard,” he said. 

When asked about the
threat, Superintendent of Police
Vikrant Veer said, “An informa-
tion was received in this regard
that a distant relative of the vic-
tim was threatened. We are
making arrangements for his
security and there will be no lax-
ity in it.” 

When asked whether the
person who received the threat
was the victim’s uncle or her dis-
tant relative, the SP said, “It does
not matter. We will provide
him security.”

The rape survivor, who suf-
fered serious burns after being
set on fire allegedly by five
men, including two of the rape
accused, on Thursday morning,
was airlifted to Safdarjung
Hospital in Delhi, where her
condition was stated to be crit-
ical.  The woman, who was
allegedly raped in December last
year, was on her way to a Rae
Bareli court early on Thursday
morning when she was attacked
and set on fire.  She ran as a ball
of fire for a while before people
saw her and informed the police,

who sent her to a community
health centre, from where she
was sent to the district hospital,
before being referred to
Lucknow. The five men, who
have been arrested for the
alleged assault on her life, are
Harishankar Trivedi, Ram
Kishore Trivedi, Umesh Bajpai,
Shivam and Shubham Trivedi.
Of the five, Shivam and
Shubham Trivedi are accused in
the rape case. One of them was
arrested and subsequently
released on bail. 

Meanwhile reports said that
the 23-year-old rape survivor, in
her FIR earlier lodged in the rape
case with the Lalganj police in
March this year alleged that she
was kept as a sex slave by the
accused before being thrown
out. The accused also threatened
her to post her videos if she went
to the police. Not paying heed to
these threats, she went ahead
and filed two FIRs — the first
with Bihar Bahta police (Unnao)
on March 5 and the second the
next day with Lalgunj (Rae
Bareli) police. 

The FIR stated that when-
ever she looked out of the house,
she was beaten up and raped
again. She alleged that Shivam
Trivedi (main accused) lured her
with a marriage proposal and
she accompanied him to Lalgunj
where he planned to marry her
but was raped instead. The act
was recorded on his mobile
phone.  She alleged that he
would threaten her to post the
video online and rape her again.
He kept her in a rented room
and a strict vigil was maintained.
He told her that he would kill her
if she ever dared to venture out.
He regularly changed houses
and cities.

According to the FIR, on
January 19, 2018, she finally con-
fronted Shivam and asked him
to marry her as he promised.
Shivam took her to a Rae Bareli
court and prepared a marriage
contract. After keeping her in
Rae Bareli for a month on the
pretext of marrying her soon, he
dumped her in the village a
month later. This time, he threat-
ened her that he would kill her
and her family members.

The survivor took refuge in
her aunt’s house in Rae Bareli.
Shivam somehow managed to
get her address and reached
there. He again promised to
marry her and even took her to
a temple where he took a pledge
for the same before a deity. But
on the way back, Shivam and his
brother Shubham dragged her in
a field and raped her at gun-
point. 

In the FIR, she also men-
tioned that she approached the
Rae Bareli police but they did
not register her complaint.It
was registered on the interven-
tion of court.

Lucknow (PNS): amajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav hailed
the killing of the four gang-rape and murder accused in an
encounter by the police in Hyderabad, the capital city of
Telangana. Hours after all four accused in the rape-and-murder
of a 25-year-old woman veterinarian were killed in an encounter
with police in Hyderabad on Friday, the Samajwadi Party chief
said he was “happy” that someone got justice.

The four men, all lorry workers aged between 20 and 24, were
arrested on November 29 for raping and killing the woman by
smothering her and later burning her body. They were remand-
ed to seven days’’ judicial custody. According to Hyderabad police,
the accused were shot dead around 6:30 am on Friday when they
tried to escape after they were taken to the site of the offence
for reconstruction of the scene of the crime.

“Those running away from law... how far could they run from
justice. I am happy that someone has got justice but real happi-
ness will come when there will be effective preventive security
arrangements and social atmosphere that such heinous crimes
never happen with any sister or daughter,” Yadav tweeted in Hindi,
without mentioning the Hyderabad encounter. 

The rape-and-murder had triggered a nation-wide outrage
with the public and lawmakers demanding speedy punishment
to the perpetrators. 
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

said that abrogation of Article
370 which gave special status to
Jammu and Kashmir was the
true tribute to Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar who fought for the
unity of the country but was
ignored by the then ruling
Congress party.

“Congress leaders were
jealous of Dr Ambedkar’s tal-
ent because of which they
never paid heed to him. Despite
the warnings of Babasaheb,
they added Article 370 to the
Constitution in 1952. As
expected, this Article became
the cause of separatism. Finally,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
honoured Dr Ambedkar by
abrogating this Article,” Yogi
said while addressing a pro-
gramme organised by Dr
Ambedkar Mahasabha to mark
Dr Ambedkar’s Parinirvan
Diwas here on Friday.

The chief minister said
that post-Independence, many
promises were made for the
welfare of the most deprived
section of society but no work
was done with honesty. 

“Had the work been done,
the social and financial dispar-
ity would have been removed
to a considerable extent by
now.  Actually, those who made
the promises had no intention
of fulfilling them. These were
the same people who murdered
the Constitution, whose archi-
tect was Dr Ambedkar. Those
who insulted the Constitution
are today fighting for their
own survival,” he said.

Praising Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the chief min-
ister said that “actual work in
the interest of the poor has
been done by the prime min-
ister and we are carrying it for-
ward”. 

“Till now, 28 lakh Pradhan
Mantri Awas, 2.61 crore toilets,
free power supply to 1.16 crore
people and free LPG connec-
tions to 1.46 crore families
have been given. It is this class
that has benefited the most
from these schemes,” the chief
minister said. 

Five major landmarks of
this country and abroad that
were associated with Dr BR
Ambedkar were developed into
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‘Panchteerth’,” the chief minis-
ter said. 

Yogi said that they wanted
to build a memorial dedicated
to Dr Ambedkar where pro-
grammes related to him could
be organised in every season. 

The chief minister
appealed to Dr Ambedkar
Mahasabha to identify young
entrepreneurs of the commu-
nity and arrange loans of �1
crore each for them. 

“There are approximately
18,000 bank branches in UP. If
every branch helps in making
one male and one female entre-
preneur self-reliant, it will help
in bringing financial and social
equality in society,” he said.    

The chief minister said Dr
Ambedkar’s basic mantra for
the society was education. “Be
educated, set goals and work
hard. Nobody can stop you
from achieving your goals,” he
said. 

The event organised by Dr
Ambedkar Mahasabha was also
addressed by Bharatiya Janata
Party state president Swatantra
Dev Singh and Scheduled
Castes Finance and
Development Corporation
president Dr Lalji Verma. State
Minister Swami Prasad
Maurya, Brajesh Pathak, Mayor
Sanyukta Bhatia and other dig-
nitaries were present on the
occasion.

*�����+��������,������� ������	� �������%��������-��.# ��%������������-����
��������������"���-����
����-����%�����+�����%������/����������������������������

,�����������������
�����������	-��.�
���� ;+0H4C:

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Friday said

that use of technology had
increased transparency in
operations and would help in
successfully bringing extensive
reforms in the prison depart-
ment.

Yogi Adityanath said that
use of technology had brought
transparency and pace in oper-
ations. “Through technology,
any kind of incident or mishap
can be prevented. Technology
has helped in bringing exten-
sive reforms in prisons. It is
through technology that visi-
tors who come to meet the
prison inmates can be moni-
tored. Video wall technology
in jail is being used for the first
time in country,” he said.  

The chief minister said
this during the inauguration of
video wall at the command
centre at prison headquarters
on Friday morning. 

He said that the video
wall, the first one in Uttar
Pradesh, would be operated
though artificial intelligence
and help the headquarters
monitor the activities in jails.
As many as 50 jails in the state
have been linked with this
facility. 

He said the video wall
would help in monitoring the
jails 24 hours and alert the
prison headquarters as soon as
a prisoner escaped or if there
was any uproar or any suspect
entered the restricted area. 

“Through the video wall,
people coming to meet the
prisoners will also be moni-
tored. Not only this, an alert

message on every activity hap-
pening in jails will be available
on the video wall as well as on
mobile. An app has been
developed for this. On down-
loading the app, it will start
receiving alerts on mobile.

The chief minister said
that there was a time when
crimes were being executed
from the jails of the state.
“Prisons had become strong-
holds of criminals. But after
the formation of our govern-
ment, extensive reforms took
place in jails. The video wall
is a big step towards that
improvement. It is a much bet-
ter effort towards the use of
technology,” he said.  

The chief minister said
that during the last two and
half years, recruitment in
police force were made in a
transparent manner.  

Addressing the officials,
with its huge manpower, the
prison department must make
effort to convert negative ener-
gy into positive energy. 

The chief minister said
that criminals and people with
criminal tendency should be
dealt with strictly inside pris-
ons and at the same time
inmates should also get all
kinds of facilities. He asked the
officers to make random
checks of jails.

On the occasion, Minister
of State for Jail Administration
and Reform Services Jai
Kumar Singh Jackie,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home and Jail) Awanish
Kumar Awasthi and DG Jail
Anand Kumar besides many
senior police officers were
also present.

��"���������������'&����
	��%��0������������
%
��
���� ���:������� �	�

����-��
���	�
��	�����	
���
�����
� 

:��������������� �
5������
��.���
����



����	����������� �������� ������ !���"#�$%&'

�
�������������
���� ;+0H4C:

Kasturba Gandhi, popularly
called ‘Baa’, should be cred-

ited with making Mohan Das
Karamchand Gandhi the
‘Mahatma’. She gave him the
tool called passive resistance
and he used it for his ideology.

These views were
expressed by Tushar Gandhi,
the great grandson of Mahatma
Gandhi, at the inaugural ses-
sion of ‘Metaphor Literature
Fest’ at Sant Gadge auditorium
on Friday. Earlier, Tushar inau-
gurated an exhibition on the
life of Gandhi at the same
venue. In an interactive session
with Alok Bajpayee, the con-
venor of ‘Kanpur Literature
Fest’, Tushar said: “‘Baa’ was
largely responsible for making
Gandhi the ‘Mahatma’ that he
is revered as. When they got
married, ‘Baa’ and Gandhi were
barely 13-year-old and had no
idea of what marriage was all
about. Gandhi went to the
market and got a book for him-
self about the rights and duties
of a husband. My great grand-
father would read the book
every day and act accordingly.
But much to his annoyance, he
found that ‘Baa’ would not
obey him and go out every
evening for an hour-and-a-
half. When repeated warnings
did not make her change her
way, my great grandfather told
her after reading the book that
he would punish her if she did
not listen and that she should
take his permission whenever
she had to step out. ‘Baa’ asked
him what if his mother asked
her to step out? Should she
obey him or his mother? It left
Gandhiji speechless.”

On the West understand-
ing the importance of Gandhi,
Tushar shared several instances
in which he got a feedback
from various leaders as to how
Gandhi had helped them in
their revolution.

“Once the President of
Poland was on a visit to India
and we hit off from the word

go. He told me that Gandhi had
played a major role in helping
Poland get independence from
the Soviet Union. He told me
that earlier, their protests used
to be violent and they used to
throw stones at the Limousines
of officials and get hurt in the
process. This also alarmed
their wives who said they did
not want their sole bread win-

ners to get hurt. However, the
Poles later saw the movie on
Gandhi and started protesting
in a non-violent manner,”
Tushar recalled. He said that
the President of Poland told
him that the moment they
started protesting non-violent-
ly, many people joined their
protests and their wives were a
happy lot. Tushar said that his

son, who is studying in
London, sent him a video of
recent protests. “My son told
me that people who were
protesting were seen collecting
under the statue of Mahatma
Gandhi, and not Winston
Churchill,” he pointed out.

Tushar also launched the
Hindi version of his book titled
‘Let’s Kill Gandhi’. The book

gives details of how the plan of
killing Gandhi was made.

Students of Bhatkhande
Music Institute Deemed
University enthralled the audi-
ence by singing the famous
bhajan ‘Vaishnav Jan...’

Jaideep Mathur, one of the
key organisers, said that they
had renamed the festival
‘Metaphor Lit Fest’ from
‘Lucknow Literature Fest’.

Addressing the audience,
he said they had started the fest
seven years back but found
themselves embroiled in a con-
troversy and court cases as
other people started claiming
that the name belonged to
their event.

“We fought and won the
cases but we chose the theme
of 150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi and in keep-
ing with his message of love
and harmony, we decided to
name it ‘Metaphor Lit Fest’,” he
said. Co-organiser Kanak
Rekha Chauhan said they had
received a warm support from
people of Lucknow for organ-
ising this function.
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They can worship Godse, I
really don’t care, the great

grandson of Mahatma Gandhi
said in a chat with The Pioneer.
It used to hurt him earlier, but
not any longer, he added.

Tushar Gandhi said people
have forgotten to distinguish
between patriotism and
nationalism. Asked if Gandhi
was relevant even today,
Tushar said: “Since peace, unity
and harmony is still relevant,
Gandhi will always be relevant.
Gandhi is synonymous with
these words.” 

Regarding the current sce-
nario wherein importance was
being given to Godse, who
killed Gandhi, Tushar said:
“Let them worship Godse, I do
not care. But they should not
pretend to be celebrating the
150th anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi. In fact, I admire
Sadhvi Pragya Thakur because
she has the guts to speak the
truth.” Asked whether he was
interested in a political career,
he said he was happy doing
what he was doing. “I am
spreading the message of
Gandhi in my way and I am
not interested in a political
career. I am planning to cele-
brate the ‘Dandi March’ next
year,” he added.
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In an unfortunate incident, a
teenager ended his life on

Friday. He was found hanging
from a tree in Nagram area. He
was identified as Durgesh, who
was a resident of Maimau vil-
lage  under Nagram police
station. No suicide note was
recovered from the scene or his
house. Deceased’s father
Santosh lodged a complaint
stating his son ended his life by
hanging himself. However, he
failed to explain the reason for
the drastic step.

The police said the
deceased went to sleep at 10 pm
as usual. The deceased’s father
told the police that his son was
not in the house when he
woke up at 4.30 am. He said he
did not raise an alarm thinking
that his son might have gone to
relieve himself. However, he got
worried  when  his son did not
return till 7 am. Santosh start-
ed asking other family mem-
bers and locals about his son.
Locals gathered at his house to
know what happened. 

They began to search for
Durgesh when they came to
know that he had gone missing
from his house.  After an hour,
while working in the fields
some farmers noticed the body
of a youth hanging from a tree.
They immediately informed
the police about it. Santosh and
his relatives also reached the
spot after being informed and
identified the body as that of
Durgesh. The police said that
Durgesh used his mother’s
saree to hang himself. The
deceased was a daily-wage
labourer and unmarried.
Investigating officer Mahendra
Singh said the probe is in
progress.

Meanwhile, a history-
sheeter of Jankipuram police
station was arrested by police
from AKTU crossing in

Jankipuram area on Friday
morning. He was identified as
Ashish Singh alias Chhotu, a
resident of Jankipuram
Extension. A sum of Rs 2,000,
a country-made pistol, five live
cartridges, three empty shells
and a knife were recovered
from his possession. The cash
recovered was said to be stolen
from different persons. The
police claimed that he was
involved in 25 cases related to
murder, attempt to murder,
loot, dacoity and highway hold-
up. Earlier too, he was arrest-
ed in July 2018 for his involve-
ment in loot at the house of a
Jankipuram-based business-
man. He came out on bail
recently. Meanwhile, he again
got involved in an incident of
highway hold-up on Sitapur
Road two months ago. Hectic
searches were carried out by the
police to nab him, but in vain.

In a bid to arrest the histo-
ry-sheeter, the police sought
the help of informers and elec-
tronic surveillance.
Investigating officer PK Patel
was tipped off by an informer
that Ashish was spotted near
AKTU crossing in the wee
hours. Ashish tried to escape
on realising that he was trapped
in the police net but nabbed by
the police after a brief chase.
He was brought to the 
police station for interrogation.
He was sent to jail  in the 
afternoon.

Lucknow (PNS): Police
claimed to have arrested three
gamblers from a den located
at Narukheda village in Maal
area. They were identified as
Shamim, Mishri Lal and Suraj.
Packs of cards and  Rs 5,000
in cash were recovered from
them. The police said that the
gambling was going on at
Shamim’s house in Azad
Nagar under Maal 
police station. 

Shamim is said to be the
mastermind of the racket.
The police raided his house
following a complaint lodged
last week by a group of locals
who claimed their normal
lives were disturbed due to
gambling. The gamblers con-
fessed that they were engaged
in high-stake gambling.
Shamim’s house, cash, and
packs of playing cards were
seized by the police.
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Former Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand and general

secretary of the Congress
Harish Rawat said he learnt
what secularism means from
Lucknow University, and not
the Constitution of India.

While talking to The
Pioneer, Rawat said that as a
student, Lucknow University
gave him both a social and
political base. The former Chief
Minister of Uttarakhand stud-
ied in LU, once in 1971 and
then again in late 70’s when he
completed LLB.

On what LU taught him, he
said he said it was the beauti-
ful ‘pehle aap’ culture. “The
university was so unique in its
integrated culture and ‘pehle
aap’ mannerism that even now
when I have lunch or dinner, I
ask people sitting nearby to join

me. I also learnt ‘maaf kijiye’
from LU, which was so beauti-
ful and often spoken even if a
person banged against a pole.
This is such a beautiful culture
that if one adopts it properly, all
the problems of the country
will be solved,” he added.

Rawat said he would often
think where he got his politi-
cal ideology from and it later
dawned upon me that it was at
Lucknow University. “LU gave
me so many friends and it pro-
vided me with a strong politi-
cal base. There were so many
friends from the Congress and
others from different political
parties, and they were always
supportive,” he added.

Rawat recalled that he took
admission to LU in 1971 for
LLB and then when the univer-
sity was closed for a month
because of floods, he returned
to his home town, Nainital. 

“Thereafter, I got engaged
in my political career but in
1976, I joined the university

again to complete LLB. I had
shifted base to Lucknow
because the Congress was in

opposition and a number of
protests were being held in
Lucknow at that time,” he
recalled. Rawat pointed out
that while in Intermediate at
Nainital, he had two options —
Allahabad University and
Lucknow University. “We were
told that Lucknow University
was one of the best universities
and hence I chose it,” he said.

Under the centenary cele-
brations, he said it was impor-
tant to keep the heritage look
of the university intact. “I have
often shown my children the
university and I am saddened
by the fact that so many build-
ings have clustered it. Had I
been the Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh, I would have
given space to Lucknow
University for a new campus
and not allowed the modern
buildings to be constructed
close to it,” he said.
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Decks have been cleared for
setting up of agriculture

marketing yards by the private
sector  as the provisions of
amended UP Krishi Utpadan
Mandi Samiti Act, 1964 have
come into force. UP Assembly
had approved the amendment
to the Mandi Act in April
2018. The entry of the private
sector is likely to double the
state’s exports of agriculture
commodities from the current
level of Rs 17,600 crore by 2024.

At present, the bulk of the
agro marketing is done through
251 agriculture produce mar-
keting committees run by the
UP Rajya Krishi Utpadan
Mandi Parishad in 75 districts.
These notified ‘mandis’ had
clocked total transactions
worth nearly Rs 67,000 crore in
2018-19. Official sources said
that about a dozen applications
for setting up the mandis by the
private sector had been
received by the agriculture
marketing department, and
they are being processed. 

The government has also
received vital feedback from
industry players seeking further
rationalisation of the mandi fee
structure, which is under the
consideration for creating a
more conducive business envi-
ronment. UP ranks among the
country’s top agricultural and
horticultural producers, with its
annual food grain production

standing in excess of 5 crore
metric tonnes (MT).

The UP government in
April 2018 had approved an
amendment to the UP
Agriculture Produce Marketing
Committee (APMC) Act, 1964,
allowing the operation of pri-
vate ‘mandis’. The amendment
allowed corporate sector com-
panies to set up procurement
centres outside the periphery of
existing mandis for direct pur-
chase of produce from farmers.
This was aimed at widening the
procurement basket and pro-
viding more remunerative
prices to farmers.

The Mandi Parishad had
earned Rs 1,823 crore by way
of mandi fee and levies in
2018-19, compared to Rs 1,211
crore in 2017-18, an increase of
over 50 per cent, despite fore-
going about Rs 50 crore in taxes
on desi ghee. During 2019-20
the Mandi Parishad earnings
are estimated to touch Rs 2,172
crore. On September 10, the
government had announced
the Agricultural Export Policy,
aimed at augmenting farm
income. The policy is project-

ed to create an institutional
mechanism for agro exports,
promote export-oriented com-
modities and encourage the
cultivation of environmentally-
friendly agricultural varieties.
With the help of the new agro
export policy, the state is target-
ing to double the export of agri-
cultural commodities over the
next five years with the help of
farmer producer organisations
(FPOs). The state agri export
policy would promote cluster
farming of export-oriented
commodities over an area of at
least 50 hectares by giving
sops. For example, the state
would provide a subsidy of
maximum Rs 10 lakh for a clus-
ter of 50-100 hectares during 5-
year period, with 40 per cent
amount to be provided in the
first year itself. Since UP is a
landlocked province, the state
government has also decided,
under the farm export policy,
to provide transport subsidy for
export consignments. Eligible
agro commodities would be
given Rs 10/kg and Rs 5/kg as
export subsidy for air and sea
transport respectively.
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U.P. POWER TRANSMIS-
SION CORPORATION LTD
TENDER NOTICE
Following sealed Tenders

are invited from the experienced/reput-
ed contractors/suppliers/agencies for
providing Light Diesel Vehicle alongwith
driver(fuel to be arranged by the
department) on the prescribed tender
forms which can be obtained on pay-
ment of tender cost through
RTGS/NEFT/ Electronic mode. 1.
Tender No. 101/AETC/2019-20:-
Providing One No. Light Diesel Vehicle
for the use of S.D., ETSD-I & III,
Azamgarh alongwith driver for the peri-
od of 10 months under Electy. Trans.
Division. Azamgarh. Earnest Money :
Rs. 2000.00 (Two Thousand) only.
Tender Cost: Rs. 224.00 (Rs. Two
Hundred Twenty Four) only. 2. Tender
No. 102/AETC/2019-20:- Providing
One No. Light Diesel Vehicle for the use
of Sub Divisional Officer-I & II along-
with driver for the period of 10 months
under Electy. Trans. Division. Jaunpur.
Earnest Money : Rs. 2000.00 (Two
Thousand) only. Tender Cost: Rs.
224.00 (Rs. Two Hundred Twenty
Four) only. 3. Tender No.
103/AETC/2019-20:- Providing One
No. Light Diesel Vehicle for the use of
Sub Divisional Officer 400 KV S/S
Jaunpur alongwith driver for the peri-
od of 10 months under Electy. Trans.
Division-II. Jaunpur.  Earnest Money :
Rs. 2000.00 (Two Thousand) only.
Tender Cost: Rs. 224.00 (Rs. Two
Hundred Twenty Four) only. Earnest
money will be submitted through
RTGS/NEFT/Electronic mode in favour
of Superintending Engineer, Electy.
Transmission Circle, UPPTCL,
Azamgarh, current Account No.
0504002100012364. IFSC Code-
PUNB0050400, MICR No. 276024001,
Punjab National Bank, Sadawarti
Chowk, Athwariya, Azamgarh.
Documents of Tender No. 101 to 103
can be obtained upto 15.00 hrs. of
11.01.2020 and complete Tender will
be accepted upto  17.00 Hrs. the same
day in the office of undersigned and will
be opened on dated 12.01.2020 at
12.00 hrs., 13.00 hrs. & 14.00 hrs
respectively. Superintending Engineer,
(Trans.) Azamgarh No. 1466 Dt.
4.12.19 Save Electricity in the interest
of nation.
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Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra will

soon take on the Uttar Pradesh
government over deteriorating
law and order in the state and
expose the failure of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath to
ensure safety especially of girls
and women. The Congress gen-
eral secretary, who arrived in
Lucknow on Friday on a two-day
visit, said the law enforcing agen-
cies should enforce the rule of the
law strictly.

“(Yogi) Adityanath should
ensure an emergency-like situa-
tion so far attacks on women are
concerned and he should imme-

diately set up a camp in his
office and ask all district police
chiefs to inform this cell with-
in 24 hours if any rape case is
reported,” Priyanka said, adding
that at present UP topped the
list in attacks on women. She
gave the example of Unnao
where she said 90 rapes were
reported in last 11 months but
the government was either
sleeping or giving patronage to
the accused. 

On making more strin-
gent law, Priyanka said that the
law was already there after the
Nirbhaya incident but the gov-
ernments were not implement-
ing it. “In the recent Unnao
case, the FIR was registered four
months after the rape, that too
on the intervention of the
court”, she pointed out. The
Congress leader said earlier
too, the state government
shielded a rape accused and
only when the entire family of
the rape victim was eliminated
and she too was attacked, the
Yogi Adityanath government
reacted, again on the apex

court’s intervention. On the
Hyderabad encounter, Priyanka
refused to make any comment,
saying she did not have full
details. She, however, said that
all governments should imple-
ment the rule of law. During
her Lucknow visit, Priyanka
will review the party’s prepara-
tions after a new team was
appointed for the 2022 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly polls.

This is Priyanka’s first visit
to UP after a new team head-
ed by UPCC chief Ajay Kumar
Lallu was given the responsibil-
ity of the state. Priyanka began
brainstorming sessions with
various groups of party leaders
at the UPCC headquarters here
on Friday. 

From the CCS airport at
Amausi, Priyanka went straight
to the residence of former
Union minister Sheila Kaul on
Gokhale Marg. The residence
is being spruced up for
Priyanka who plans to spend
more time in Lucknow in the
coming months. Sheila Kaul
was the maternal aunt of Indira

Gandhi. Priyanka then paid flo-
ral tributes to Dr BR Ambedkar
on his death anniversary before
starting meeting with the
party’s strategy group.
Thereafter, she discussed prepa-
rations for the proposed rally of
the Congress in Delhi on
December 14  and asked lead-
ers to ensure maximum partic-
ipation from UP. 

Party sources said that she
also sought suggestions from
members of the group about
reviving the party and dis-
cussed strategies. Priyanka
asked party leaders to adopt an
aggressive posture on people’s
issues and ensure participation
of the cadre in party’s pro-
grammes. Prominent leaders
who attended the strategy
group meeting included UPCC
president Ajay Kumar Lallu,
CLP leader Aradhana Misra,
former Union ministers Rajiv
Shukla, Jitin Prasada, Pradeep
Jain Aditya, and state party
leaders Imran Masood, Raj
Kishore Singh, RK Chaudhary
among others.

(�
�� ����������,�9�5
��
:��
������ ��-���	����� �

',�##0',��

,2&9<�2�$'

��� �����������6����	� �������%��������-��.#���%������������78���9+���	����������-�����
����0������������*�������
���:�����������/�������������� � �������

�������
��
Uttar Pradesh Metro Rail

Corporation (UPMRC) organ-
ised a two-way special ride
for the students of NC
Chaturvedi Bhagir Vidyalaya
from Mawaiyya to
Munshipulia and from
Munshipulia to Sachivalaya
and a two-way visit for differ-
ently-abled children of Sparc
Foundation between IT
College and CCS Airport. The
children enjoyed their ride
and appreciated the special
care taken to address their
need for a barrier-free and
convenient public transport
system.
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Kala Srot Art Gallery

organised an exhibition called
‘God’s Own Country’. The
exhibition was inaugurated by
additional principal chief con-
servator of Biodiversity. Artists
Siddharthan & Sandhyambika
are well known names of
Kerala. Blissful landscapes in
Vagamon, Munnar, Idukki and
vast planes of Wayanad are the
route map of their paintings. 
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National Botanical

Research Institute (NBRI) cel-

ebrated World Soil Day on
Friday. Students and teachers
from Kendriya Vidyalaya
(Gomti Nagar) visited NBRI
under ‘Jigyasa’ programme,
which is a CSIR-KVS initiative.
The students not only interact-
ed with the scientists but were
also given the opportunity to
perform various hands-on
experiments in the Soil
Laboratory. Chief scientist PA
Shirke discussed this year’s
theme of World Soil Day —
‘Stop Soil Decay, Save the

Future’ — and expressed con-
cern over extensive agricultur-
al practices and deforestation,

the main reasons for soil ero-
sion. He said that in order to
get more yield, farmers culti-
vate two or more crops per
year, causing negative impact
on nutrient content of the
soil, not providing sufficient
gap and proper maintenance to
rejuvenate the soil. Besides,
farmers used excessive chem-
ical fertilisers due to lack of
knowledge, this leading to a
harmful effect on soil, he
added. NBRI director SK Barik
also talked to the students
about their experiences and
goals. He encouraged them to
consider science as a career

option. He also felicitated the
winners of a quiz contest organ-
ised on the occasion.

Meanwhile, Agriculture
Minister Surya Prasad Shahi
said that one inch of soil is the
result of the work of thousands
of years and one gram of the soil
contains a large amount of
micro-organisms. The minister
expressed these views at a World
Soil Day programme organised
at Agriculture Directorate on
Thursday. The state-level work-
shop was attended by farmers
from all parts of the districts.
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On the third day of

‘Confluence-2019’, the 4-day
International World Unity and
World Peace Festival organised
by City Montessori School,
Indira Nagar, the participating
students from Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Uganda and var-
ious states of India spread the

message of world unity and
world peace. The participants
exhibited their creative ideas
through a series of competi-
tions. There was a rich
exchange of thoughts and ideas
between children of different
schools. The competitions
began with the second round
of the World Parliament (paper

presentat ion)
contest wherein
17 participants of
India and abroad,
dressed as repre-
sentatives of dif-
ferent states, pre-
sented several
b u r n i n g
issues and their
solutions. 
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SKD Academy witnessed

the fourth day of Annual
Function on Friday. Students
from classes III & XI of SKD
Academy (Vikrant Khand)
and students from pre-school
to classes IX & XI of Vrindavan
branch on Rae Bareli road took
part in the function. The pro-
gramme began with the light-
ing of ceremonial lamp by
ministers  Rajendra Pratap
Singh, Swami Prasad Maurya,
Brijesh Pathak; mayor
Sanyukta Bhatia; and project
head of Regional Science City
Raj Mahrotra. Bouquets,
shawls and mementos were
presentation to the guests of
honour.
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His party colleague Abhishek

Singhvi said sometimes the mood
of the country takes precedence
over human rights “logics”. BJP
leader Maneka Gandhi slammed
the police for killing the four
accused, saying it set a “horrify-
ing” precedent for the country.

“Jo bhi hua hai bohot
bhayanak hua hai is desh ke liye
(What happened was horrifying
for the country)... You cannot kill
people because you want to. You
cannot take law in your hands.
They (accused) would have been
hanged by court anyhow. “If
you’re going to shoot them before
due process of law has been fol-
lowed, then what’s the point of
having courts, law and police?”

the former Union Women and
Child Development Minister
told reporters. Congress leader
and Lok Sabha member Shashi
Tharoor, however, said extra
judicial killings were not
acceptable. “Agree in principle.
We need to know more, for
instance if the criminals were
armed, the police may have
been justified in opening fire
preemptively. Until details
emerge we should not rush to
condemn. But extra-judicial
killings are otherwise unac-
ceptable in a society of laws,”
he tweeted. Tharoor later said,
“We should not rush to con-
demn until details merge.”

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said it is the
anger in people against such
incidents that is making them
happy about the encounter
killings. “The rape cases that
have come to light of late, peo-
ple are in anger whether it is
Unnao or Hyderabad, so peo-
ple are expressing happiness
over the encounter. “It is also
something to be worried
about, the way people have lost
their faith in the criminal jus-
tice system. Together all the
Governments will have to take
action on how to strengthen
criminal justice system.”

BJP MP Rajyavardhan
Rathore hailed the encounter
and also the leadership” that
allowed it. “I congratulate the
Hyderabad police and the
leadership that allows the
police to act like police. Let all
know this is the country where
good will always prevail over
evil (disclaimer for holier than
thou- police acted swiftly in
self defence),” he tweeted.
Congress leader Sharmishtha
Mukherjee raised questions
over the killings and demand-
ed an “unbiased enquiry” into
the incident. “If the police
version is right that they want-
ed to flee, then you cannot
allow those who have commit-
ted such heinous crimes to get
away,” said Mukherjee, daugh-
ter of former President Pranab
Mukherjee. “But, on the other
hand, there was a lot of public
outrage and public pressure on
the government. If the govern-
ment has taken any step under
public pressure that could be
an extra judicial killing, then
that is a very dangerous situ-
ation for the country because
it will set a precedent,” said
Mukherjee. The Congress
spokesperson also specified
that her remarks were in her
personal capacity.

Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil on Friday said
the version of the Hyderabad

police on how the alleged
rapists and murderers were
killed in an early morning
‘encounter’ sounded funny.
Addressing the audiences at
the India Today Conclave East,
Sushil said he is against lynch-
ings and ‘this kind of encoun-
ters’. “I am personally against
lynching and this kind of
encounter. People are cele-
brating this, but they [the four
rape accused] should have
been punished under the law.
The cops’ version of the story
sounds funny,” Sushil Modi
said. Several retired and serv-
ing police officers cautioned
against doubting the police in
the encounter killing of four
accused in the gang rape and
murder of a 25-year-old veteri-
narian in Hyderabad, but
demanded an independent
probe into the incident.
Former Tihar Jail DG Vimla
Mehra demanded  an enquiry
to ascertain the reasons that led
to the encounter. Alok Kumar,
former Joint Commissioner
of Delhi Police (Crime ranch),
said whenever a judicial scruti-
ny happens, things will be
cleared. “This is a situation that
has happened. Two of the
policemen also got injured
and one of them has serious
head injuries. The firing was in
self-defence. We should accept
things. Subsequently, there
will be judicial vetting,” he told
PTI over the phone.
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It is for Parliament to take

a decision on the matter and
make necessary constitutional
amendments, “but the thought
of all of us is moving ahead in
that direction”, he said. “It is the
responsibility of every parent to
instill among boys the feeling
of respect for women,” Kovind
said at Mount Abu, Rajasthan,
the headquarters of ‘Brahm
Kumaris’, a world-wide spiritu-
al organisation run by women.
Kovind was expressing his
views in the backdrop of a spate
of recent violence incidents of
rape, killing and burning of
women across the country
which has triggered public
protest and debate on the safe-
ty of young girls and children.
Speaking on women empow-
erment, the President said edu-
cation is important for empow-
erment of women.

“It is true that when you
make a boy educated, it gives
benefit to one family but when
you make a girl educated, its
benefit goes to two families.
Another important fact is that
the children of an educated
woman do not remain unedu-

cated,” he said. Kovind said
financial empowerment of
women was equally impor-
tant and the Centre’s Jan Dhan
Yojana has played an important
role in that direction.
Remembering BR Ambedkar
on his death anniversary, the
President said Ambedkar
always gave priority to women
empowerment. He said there
has been an improvement in
child sex ratio due to women
development centric schemes
and Haryana, Delhi,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh
and Rajasthan have been hon-
oured for the improvement.
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At the time, Sajannar told

reporters that a police team had
taken the accused to the place
where they had hidden the
stolen motorbike and the acid
bottle used in the attack. “They
suddenly took out a country-
made weapon and tried to
open fire and also threw acid
on policemen. The police
opened fire in self-defence,
killing all the three accused,” he
had said.

A similar story played out
on Friday.  “... All the four
accused got together, they start-
ed attacking the police party
with stones, sticks, and other
material. And they also they
snatched away weapons from
our two officers and started fir-
ing,” Sajjanar said.

Police will complete inves-
tigations into the case and
submit a chargesheet in the
case before a court in
Telangana. All the accused will
be mentioned as accused in
column number two -- for peo-
ple who could not be brought
to trial due to their death.

�����$$$
Dr Sunil Gupta, Medical

Superintendent at Safdarjung
Hospital, said, “We have set up
a dedicated ICU room for the
patient. A team of doctors are
consistently monitoring her
health condition,”

One of the two men
accused of raping her last year
was granted bail 10 days back.
The other man had been on the
run. All the five men involved
in Thursday morning’s attack
were arrested within hours
and the victim airlifted in the
evening from the Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Hospital in
Lucknow to Delhi.

Unnao has been in the
spotlight after a young woman
alleged that she was raped in
2017, when she was 17 years
old, allegedly by former BJP
MLA Kuldeep Sengar.
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There were reports that

the self-styled godman pur-
chased an island in South
America with the help from
Ecuador. The statement said
Ecuador denied the request for
grant of refuge by
Nithyananda and later on, he
left Ecuador presumably on
his way to Haiti.

“All the information,
whatever, which is published
in digital and print media in
India, is based on the informa-
tion which allegedly has been
sourced from
https://kailaasa.Org, a web-
site which is supposedly main-
tained by Nithyananda or by
his people,” it said.
“Henceforth all digital or print
media houses should refrain
from citing Ecuador in any
form in all pieces of informa-
tion related to Nithyananda,”
the statement added. 
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It was further alleged in the

FIR that this petition was heard
on August 25 by the Division
Bench of Allahabad High
Court, Lucknow Bench com-
prising the accused Judge and
an order was passed on the
same day, they added. 

In order to get a favourable
order, an alleged illegal gratifi-
cation was paid to one of FIR
named persons by the private
persons of accused medical col-
lege, the officials further said. 

Searches have led to recov-
ery of certain incriminating
documents including invest-
ments and financial transac-
tions, the CBI said.
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The Supreme Court on

July 2018 upheld the death
penalty to Mukesh Kumar,
Pawan Gupta and Vinya
Sharma. Mukesh and Pawan
did not applied for mercy peti-
tion. Nirbhaya was gang-raped
on December 16, 2012. She
later succumbed to her injuries.
The brutality of the rape had
rocked the nation leading to
massive protests.

Meanwhile, the mother of
Nirbhaya urged President Ram
Nath Kovind to reject the
mercy petition filed by Vinay
Sharma. The letter written to
Kovind said the petition filed
by one of the convicts - Vinay
Sharma - “deliberately tries to
avoid the execution of the
death sentence and hamper the
dissemination of justice.”

“Almost seven years have
elapsed since then. The trauma,
pain and agony suffered by the
applicant (mother) is unbear-
able and the wait for justice is
getting longer and longer,” the
letter sent through her lawyer
further said.
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The Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG)

has pulled up the Ordnance
Factories for delays, especially
for supplying weapons to the
Army, and said it affected the
operational preparedness of
the force. The factories
achieved the production targets
for only 49 per cent of items,
and  the exports decreased by
39 per cent in 2017-18 over
2016-17.

Making these observations
in its report tabled in
Parliament on Friday, the CAG
also expressed concern over
pending production orders and
said the oldest such order per-
tained to 2009-10. The report
reviewed the performance of
the Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB)for the year ended March
2018.

The OFB is producing
weapons for the armed forces
for the last 150 years and at pre-
sent has 41 factories spread all
over the country with its head-
quarters in Kolkatta.  It man-
ufactures the entire range of
weaponry including tanks,
rifles, ammunition besides
stores like clothing.

In its report, the CAG said
the OFB received a budgetary
grant of �14,793 crores for
capital and �804 crore for rev-

enue expenditures in 2017-18.
The ordnance factories sup-
plied material of �14,251 crores
to its different indentors in the
same period. The Indian Army
being the major consumer
accounting for nearly 80 per
cent of total items.

The report said the facto-
ries achieved the production
target of only 49 percent of the
items and a significant quanti-
ty of the Army’s demand for
some principal ammunition
items remained outstanding
as on March 31, 2018 thus
adversely impacting their oper-
ational readiness.

In addition, the exports by
the OFB decreased by 39 per
cent in 2017-18 over 2016-17.
In fact, the watchdog remarked
the exports by the OFB during

2013-14 to 2017-2018 was very
‘meager” compared to total
items produced by the factories.  

The OFB exports brake
parachutes, Prahari guns and
Kavach launchers. These items
are exported to Italy, Mauritius,
Indonesia, Malaysia and
Tajikistan.  Underlining the
need for a road map for
enhancement of export activ-
ity, the CAG said value of
exports decreased by 39 per-
cent from �22.69 crores in
2016-17 to �13.94 crores in
2017-18.

As regards pending orders,
the CAG said work-in-progress
constituted 32 per cent of the
total inventory and noted this
as area of concern.  The report
said the oldest pending order
pertained to 2009-2010.
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Ashort bio-break’ by Union
Minister Ravi Shankar

Prasad on Friday forced a brief
adjournment of proceedings in
the Rajya Sabha as Opposition
MPs protested the absence of
any Minister in the House
when it was discussing private
member business. 

The house is mostly desert-
ed during this time when indi-
vidual MPs bring laws that they
feel Parliament should enact. In
almost all cases, such Bills are
turned down by the House.

According to the proce-
dure, a Cabinet Minister is pre-
sent during such a discussion.
On Friday, Law and Telecom
Minister Prasad was on roster

duty. Congress member BK
Hariprasad pointed out there
was no Cabinet Minister pre-
sent in the House. This
prompted Derek to stop mid-
way, citing rules.

This was the time TMC’s
Derek O’Brien was to table his
The Elder Persons (Care and
Protection) Bill calling for a
national policy to ensure the
preservation of rights and pro-
vision of specialised care to
senior citizens.

“I am raising the Bill but
my colleagues are saying the
Minister is not here... I do not
want such an important Bill for
elders to become infructuous,”
he said, demanding adjourn-
ment of the proceedings till the
Minister is present in the

House.
He got support from

Jairam Ramesh of the
Congress, Javed Ali Khan of the
Samajwadi Party and some
other members.

In an attempt to pacify the
agitating members, Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh Narayan Singh stat-
ed that the Minister has gone
for a washroom break and
would be back soon.

V Muraleedharan, the
Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs, also
made a statement informing
about the short break taken by
Prasad but this was not enough
to pacify the agitating mem-
bers. “The minister was here till
just now. He has gone for the

washroom, he would be 
coming back,” Muraleedharan
said.

The Deputy Chairman also
tried to pacify the members
saying “I have been informed
that he has gone for washroom
for 5 minutes. He would come
back.” On this, Derek asked the
Chair to adjourn the proceed-
ings for 10 minutes. “You
adjourn the house for the No
1 or No 2 break, whichever,” he
said. The house proceedings
were then adjourned for 10
minutes.

No sooner had the pro-
ceedings adjourned, Prasad
walked in and looked amused
at the turn of the events. After
the break, the House resumed
functioning.
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The National Tiger
Conservation Authority’s

(NTCA) proposal for declaring
the Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary
(DWS) in Arunanchal
Pradesh’s Dibang district as
tiger reserve has failed to cut
any ice with local organisations,
including the Idu Mishmi
Cultural & Literary Society
(IMCLS), the apex body of the
community which have called
for re-demarcation and review
of the protected habitat.

Now, the NTCA has asked
the State Government to form
a panel to look into the con-
cerns of the public and refixing
of erroneous boundary pillars,
if any.

According to the minutes
of the consultative meeting
which was attended by officials
of top tiger protection body
and State’s forest department

with the community in
October, the  community
organisations have made it
clear to the Centre that any talk
on declaration of the tiger
reserve can proceed only after
re-demarcation of the area.

Anup Kumar Nayak, head

of the NTCA told The Pioneer
that a panel comprised of the
Dibang Valley district admin-
istration, Idu Mishmi organi-
zations, PCCF (Wild) and offi-
cials from the forest depart-
ment will be formed to look
into the matter.

He said that the need for
declaring the DWS as tiger
reserve has been felt after the
Dehradun-based Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) sub-
mitted its research findings
saying that 11 big cats were
camera-trapped in the DWLS

and the ‘Mishmi Hills’ in the
region. “Upgradation of the
sanctuary to the tiger reserve
will ensure regular fund and
monitoring,” said Nayak.

The locals including those
representating the IMCL have
been seeking  reorganization of
the boundary of the DWS from
current 4149 sq kms to 2500 sq
kms.

The  IMCL and other com-
munity members have claimed
that the notification of the
sanctuary in 1998 was “done
unilaterally by suppressing,
misleading and misrepresent-
ing the indigenous habitants,”
depriving the community of
their land and their cultural
and traditional values.

They also claimed that no
consultations was done with
the affected local population
while notifying the sanctuary.

“The indigenous habitants
are not against the constitution

of the wildlife sanctuary but
pray that the land acquired for
the purpose be justified in
such (a way) that the traditional
values and ancestral land would
not be disturbed. The tiger
reserve would not be wel-
comed until the matter of
DWLS is amicably resolved,”
the representation read, as 
per the minutes of the 
meeting.

“The total area of Dibang
Valley district is 9,149 sq kms,
within which the Dibang
Wildlife Sanctuary is spread
across 4149 sq kms. Half of the
district is under the sanctuary,”
said Eva Mipi of the 
IMCLS.

However, this is not the
first time that the NTCA has
sought declaration of the 
sanctuary as a tiger reserve. It
had written to the forest
department twice —in 2014
and 2016 seeking the same.
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Members of Hindu, Sikh,
Buddhist, Jain, Parsi and

Christian communities, who
come from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh or Pakistan facing
persecution there, will not be
treated as illegal immigrants but
given Indian citizenship when
the proposed amendments to
the six-decade-old Citizenship
Act come into effect. 

According to the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill,
2019, which was distributed
among MPs, the new law, how-
ever, will not be applicable in
the Inner Line Permit (ILP)
regime areas and those tribal
regions which are governed

under the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution.

The controversial
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
(CAB), which generated wide-
spread protests in the
Northeastern States, is expect-
ed to be tabled in Lok Sabha on

Monday for consideration and
passage. The Bill says the
refugees entered before
December 31, 2014 are eligible
to get Indian citizenship. 

The Bill also proposes to
give immunity to such refugees
facing legal cases after being

found as illegal migrants. The
Bill also says: “Provided further
that the person who makes the
application for citizenship
under this section shall not be
deprived of his rights and priv-
ileges to which he was entitled
on the date of receipt of his
application on the ground of
making such application”.

According to the proposed
legislation, the amendment will
not be applicable to the tribal
areas of Assam, Meghalaya,
Mizoram or Tripura as includ-
ed in the Sixth Schedule to the
Constitution and in the areas
covered under The Inner Line,
notified under the Bengal
Eastern Frontier Regulation,
1873.
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Incidents of setting afire a
rape victim  in Unnao and

police encounter of alleged
rapists in Hyderabad echoed in
Lok Sabha on Friday with
Opposition and Treasury
Benches  trading charges of
politicisation of the issue
against each other.

Leader of opposition Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury who spoke
during zero hour created an
uproar in the house by saying
that while Government was
planning to construct a temple
for Lord Ram, “ sita ko jalaya
jar rahan hai” (Sita is being
burnt) and accused the
Government of inaction. He
was referring to the Unnao case
in Uttar Pradesh, a BJP-ruled
state,  where a woman rape-
survivor was burnt alive this
week by the rape accused on
the  bail. The woman  with 90
per cent burnt is in critical
condition in a Delhi hospital.  

The Unnao incident  in
Uttar Pradesh happened  a
day after a  woman veterinar-

ian in Hyderabad was gang-
raped, killed and her body
burnt as  the stranded woman
was seeking help after her two-
wheeler’s got deflated at a
secluded place.  All the four
alleged rapists of Veterinarian
woman were sensationally
killed in a controversial
`encounter` on Friday night. 

Chowdhury said while
there are talks to make Uttar
Pradesh a Uttam Pradesh (best
State), it is become “Adharm
Pradesh” (broadly land of law-
lessness).

Intervening, Irani said it
was unfortunate that incidents
of rape and killing of women
are being communalised and
politicised.

She said the opposition
members are not referring to a
similar case in Malda in West
Bengal.

“Yes, setting afire a woman
is condemnable, yes, the rape
and killing of a woman is
inhuman, but do not politicise
the issue. No one has ever com-
munalised the issue in this
House,” she said  responding to

Chowdhury’s comments on
Unnao rape and killing case in
UP.

At this point,  Congress
MPs T N Prathapan  and Dean
Kuriakose came to the aisle
near the Well and shouted
something. One of them  was
pulled back by some Congress
and NCP members. Tampers
rose high with verbal exchanges
disrupting the house proceed-
ings.  Speaker Om Birla
adjourned the house until
lunch break.

When house resumed pro-
ceedings , the Government
sought  an apology from two
Lok Sabha members of the
Congress for their “threatening
position” towards Irani, when
she was speaking on the Unnao
rape issue in the House.

“This is the most con-
demnable behaviour. They
came in threatening posi-
tion...When she was speaking.
She is a lady member of the
house. It is most uncalled and
they should apologise,”
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi said in the House

when it assembled after lunch
break.

Meenakshi Lekhi, who was
in the Chair, told Congress
leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury to ask his party
MPs to come to the House and
seek an apology. The two MPs
did not turn up in the house.
The house was then adjourned
for the day.

The Speaker is expected to
take against the two Congress
MPs on Monday. The BJP has
given  a notice to the Speaker
to suspend two Congress mem-
bers for their alleged unruly
behaviour against Irani in the
House.

Earlier speaking on the
rape and  Hyderabad police
encounter issue during Zero
Hour, Lekhi (BJP) said police
had to open fire when the
accused tried to escape. The
MP sought to justify encounter
of rape accused.

“Police ko hatiyar sajane ke
liye nahin diye gaye” (Police
have not been given weapons
for keeping as show piece), she
said. 
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Former chief of CRPF and
adviser to Jammu &

Kashmir Governor K Vijay
Kumar has been appointed as
senior security adviser in the
Union Home Ministry. The
1975-batch Tamil Nadu cadre

IPS officer will “advise the
Ministry on security related
matters of Union Territory of
JK and Left Wing Extremism
(LWE) affected States,” the
order said.

The 67-year-old Kumar
emerged as super cop after
elimination of notorious forest
brigand Veerappan in 2004. 
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Congress seemed to be a
divided lot on the issue of

encounter of four accused in
Hyderabad on Friday. While
senior party leader and a
lawyer Abhishek Manu
Singhvi has come out in sup-
port of the Hyderabad police
action, former Home Minister
P Chidambaram demanded a
thorough probe. Another
senior leader of the party and
a Lok Sabha member Shashi
Tharoor said extra-judicial
killings were not acceptable.

While the leaders
expressed their opinions and
also took to social media
party’s General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi is all set to
launch a protest to highlight
the plight of women and farm-
ers across the country and par-
ticularly in Uttar Pradesh of
which she is incharge. Sources
close of the Priyanka said she

has asked workers to ensure
fullscale youth and women
mobilization for a proposed
‘Bharat Bachoa Rally’ rally on
December 14 in national
Capital. 

The Congress General
Secretary is on a two-day visit
to Lucknow where she met the
strategy group of the party and
discussed the law and order
situation in the state and how
to begin mass protest at the
backdrop of Unnao and
Hyderabad rape cases in
which the victims were
burned.  

The party however late in
the evening officially said that
only after a magisterial inquiry
a stand can be taken on the
encounter of all the four men
accused of raping and mur-
dering a 25-year-old
Hyderabad woman veterinar-
ian last month.

“A magisterial inquiry is
taking place. I just cannot

speak on what will be the out-
come of the magisterial
inquiry, but we should wait...
We need to hear the police
version because all encounters
cannot be bracketed into the
same terminology,” Congress
MP Amee Yajnik said at a
AICC press conference.

Chidambaram said the
encounter should be thor-
oughly inquired into to find
out if it was a genuine
encounter. “I am not aware of
the facts and what happened
in Hyderabad. As a responsi-
ble citizen, I can say it must be
thoroughly inquired into, to
find out if it was a genuine
encounter whether they were
trying to flee or was it any-
thing else,” said Chidambaram
who is ut on bail after 106 days
in Tihar Jail in a corruption
case.

“Agree in principle. We
need to know more, for
instance if the criminals were

armed, the police may have
been justified in opening fire
preemptively. Until details
emerge we should not rush to
condemn. But extra-judicial
killings are otherwise 
unacceptable in a society of
laws,” Tharoor said.

Priyanka took to social
media and slammed BJP MP
from Unnao, Sakshi Maharaj,
for wishing MLA Kuldeep
Singh Sengar, accused of rape
on his birthday. “A lawmaker
and BJP MP is giving best
wishes to rape accused MLA.
Only yesterday (Thursday) in
Unnao, a rape survivor was set
on fire. When 
lawmakers will stand in 
support of rape accused, how
will anybody fight with the
criminals,” Priyanka 
tweeted.

Sakshi had posted his
birthday wishes for Sengar
from his official Twitter 
handle on Thursday. 
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The Central paramilitary
forces like CRPF, BSF and

ITBP are set to adopt signature
fabric of the nation — khadi —
for uniforms following a  direc-
tive from Union Home
Minister Amit Shah who has
sought introduction and use of
these products from the cottage
sector as part of the ongoing
celebration of 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi.

Besides the adoption of
the khadi fabric, the paramili-
tary forces are also going to
introduce only “swadeshi” ori-
gin items manufactured by the
khadi sector in messes and can-
teens. Officials of various para-
military officials have already
contacted the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission
(KVIC) with their specifica-
tions of the fabric and the list
of items as also volume of the
products required for their
canteens and messes. 

The KVIC has has provid-
ed the samples of the disruptive
pattern/camouflage designs of
the khadi fabric including
woolens.The uniform fabric
will be in the nature of Poly-
khadi (70 per cent cotton
enriched with 30 per cent poly-
ester), cotton besides woolen
cloth.   

The KVIC has also provid-
ed a list of swadeshi items for the
messes and canteens like pick-
les, papad, honey, soaps, deter-

gents, shampoos, phenol, tea
and mustard oil among others

During a meeting with
chiefs of the paramilitary forces
recently, Shah instructed the
officials to rely on khadi fabric
for uniforms and items manu-
factured by the sector for the
canteens and messes. 

With a combined strength
of nearly 10 lakh serving per-
sonnel in the seven paramili-
tary forces under the command
of the Union Home Ministry,
the decision is expected to
revolutionize the khadi sector
and will create lakhs of man-
hours for the cottage sector
artisans across the country. 

Besides the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
which is the biggest with over
three personnel in strength
and Border Security Force
(BSF), Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF), Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB), National Security
Guards (NSG) and Assam

Rifles (AR) are under the
administrative control of the
Home Ministry. 

After Shah pitched for the
khadi fabric and products in
the paramilitary forces, the
KVIC is set to create a platform
for huge number of livelihood
opportunities in the Khadi and
Village Industries sector which
is successfully creating jobs in
remote and rural areas, the
Commission officials said. 

Following the Home
Minister’s directive, several
meetings were held between
the KVIC and paramilitary
officials. 

Sources said that the meet-
ings had been going on for the
last two weeks and have
reached the stage of finaliza-
tion, after several samples were
shared by KVIC for approval by
the paramilitary Forces.

The Chairman of KVIC
Vinai Kumar Saxena told the
Pioneer, “The samples of cot-
ton and woolen uniforms,
blankets and camouflage uni-

form etc. provided by the para-
military forces have been devel-
oped by KVIC and submitted
to few forces for final approval.
The sample developed for cam-
ouflage fabric was not only
liked by one of the para-mili-
tary forces but was also found
quite superior from the exist-
ing material used by the forces.”  

Saxena further said, “This
move will not only double the
annual turnover of Khadi and
Village Industries which is
nearly �75,000 crores current-
ly, but also create millions of
additional man hours for the
Khadi artisans who will weave
millions of meters of Khadi fab-
ric for our paramilitary forces. 

The Khadi fabric is most
suitable for the tropical climate
conditions in the country as the
handwoven fabric is “breath-
able” in nature and also easy to
maintain besides being eco-
friendly, he said. 

The BSF alone would
require 11 lakh metres of fab-
ric for the uniform of nearly 2.5

lakh personnel. 
“As the Home Minister has

also asked the forces to keep
different village industries’
products in all their canteens,
it will certainly create faith and
confidence among the arti-
sans, as their niche products
will now be showcased before
the real guards of our nation,”
Saxena said, adding one the
designs are approved, the KVIC
will fulfil the supply commit-
ments within two months. 

Khadi, which is a symbol of
pride and patriotism has been
achieving several accolades in
the recent past under the cur-
rent regime. Quite noticeably,
various steps are being taken by
KVIC for increasing the sales
and promotion of Khadi and
Village Industries products,
such as sale of Khadi Gift
Coupons, partnerships with
ecommerce portals for the sale
of Khadi products, promotion
of pottery at railway stations,
ban on import of agarbatti, ban
on import of National Flag,
new HS Code for 11 khadi
products, new Khadi stores
and development of centralized
Government Supply 
modules. 

KVIC has also taken a
number of initiatives to check
the malpractices by various
bogus institutions, and penal-
izing the violators in order to
ensure the quality of Khadi and
Village Industries products
sold under the brand Khadi is
pure and genuine.
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Washington/London: The
death of all the four accused in
the sensational rape and mur-
der of a young veterinarian in
Hyderabad on Friday received
prominent coverage in the
world media which highlight-
ed the enormous public sup-
port while also drawing atten-
tion to concerns over the extra-
judicial executions.

All four men arrested on
November 29 for allegedly rap-
ing and killing the 25-year-old
woman by smothering her and
later burning her body were
shot dead by police on Friday
during a pre-dawn exchange of
fire near Hyderabad, a top
police official said.

The Washington Post in a
detailed report said the deaths
sparked praise in some quarters
in a country that has grappled
with a series of gruesome crimes
against women and girls. But
activists and lawyers said the
shootings bore the hallmarks of
extrajudicial killings. 

Killings by police of sus-
pected criminals are so wide-
spread in India that they have
their own terminology. Such
incidents are known as
“encounter” killings, and the
officers involved typically state

that they acted in self-defense.
But activists say that in practice,
police officers enjoy broad
impunity and that the killings
are not followed by thorough
investigations, the report said.

Terming it as one of India’s
“most troubling” rape cases of
recent months, The New York
Times noted that the chilling
incident was brought to a sud-
den and shocking end on Friday.

“The officers are being
hailed as heroes, and were
showered with rose petals by
residents who thronged the
streets of Hyderabad to celebrate
what they saw as an act of swift
retribution for a horrific crime.
So many people poured into the
streets on Friday to celebrate
that traffic was brought to a
standstill,” it said. The woman’s
charred remains were found
near a highway underpass on
November 27, sparking nation-
wide outrage and protests in
several major cities including
Bengaluru and 
New Delhi.  PTI
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Fear would have been instilled in
the people’s minds had the

Hyderabad woman veterinarian
rape-murder case’s accused been
hanged in public square after 
following due legal process, NCP
chief spokesperson Nawab Malik
said on Friday.

Malik also disapproved of the
killings of the four accused in an
encounter in Hyderabad, saying
justice cannot be delivered in an
“unjust manner”.

All four accused in the rape-
and-murder case of the 25-year-old
veterinarian near Hyderabad last
month were killed in an exchange of

fire with police on Friday morning,
police said.

“The accused were killed in an
encounter. But this is not the way of
giving justice. Justice cannot be
delivered in an unjust way,” Malik
told reporters here.

“Fear would have instilled in the
minds of the people had they been
hanged in chowks after following law
and due judicial process,” 
he added.

The Hyderabad encounter took
place around 6.30 am when the
accused were taken to the site of the
offence for reconstruction of the
scene of the crime as part of the
investigation, a senior police official
said.

“They (accused) snatched
weapons from police and fired on
police and tried to escape... Police
fired in retaliation in which the four
accused died,” a senior Telangana
police official said.

Shiv Sena leader Neelam Gorhe
said the accused should have been
punished after following the due
process of law.

“I see this is as a conspiracy...It
was important that the accused
were punished as per law,” Gorhe
told TV9 Marathi news channel.
She also said it has been observed in
many encounters in the past that
police themselves ask accused to run
away and then open fire at the lat-
ter.  

Jaipur: Two Rajasthan Ministers on Friday
said the rape accused in Hyderabad should
have been caught alive by the police and that
justice should be provided only through 
judicial means. While the state’s Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Shanti Dhariwal said that
rapists should be hanged as soon as possible
but only through the judicial system, Social
Justice and Empowerment Minister Bhanwar
Lal Meghwal said that encounters are not the
solution to crimes.

“There is no doubt over the 
quantum of punishment to rapists. There
should be speedy trial and they must be award-
ed death penalty by the courts. But as far as
encounter is concerned, this raises doubts and
many questions,” Dhariwal said.

He questioned why the policemen could not
catch the rape accused alive in Hyderabad and
instead encountered them. “Several questions
are raised when an encounter happens. When
the police force was present there, why they
could not catch the rape accused alive? 

If an accused is found guilty of rape, he must
definitely get death punishment but only
through court,” he told PTI.

Dhariwal also said that the Government
should ban porn content on the internet. “The
government should identify causes which are
responsible for distorting mentality. Porn
contents are available on internet and the gov-
ernment should take a step to restrict such con-
tents,” he said. Rajasthan’s Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister Bhanwar Lal
Meghwal, who had on Thursday said that
rapists should be hanged publicly,  on Friday
said that encounter was not the solution.

“They should have been given death
penalty by courts only,” Meghwal said. PTI 

Jammu: The family of an eight-year-
old girl, who was gang-raped and mur-
dered in Kathua in January last year,
expressed satisfaction over the
encounter killings in Hyderabad, say-
ing at least the family of the victim will
not have to face “nightmare” of lengthy
trial.

The biological father of the Kathua
victim, Mohammed Akhtar, told PTI
over phone from his residence in
Samba, 30 km from here, that if these
people had indulged in the heinous
crime, “I feel justice has been done with

the victim and her family”.
They deserved death for what they

have done and their end would at least
relieve the veterinarian’s family of the
ordeal of the courts and lurking threat
of the acquittal of the accused. All four
accused in the rape-and-murder of a
25-year-old woman veterinarian last
month were killed by police on Friday
morning. 

The incident took place around
6.30 am when the accused, lorry
workers aged between 20 and 24,
were taken to the scene of the

crime near Hyderabad for a recon-
struction of events as part of the
investigation, a senior police official
said. 

Akhtar said, “My daughter’s case
moved to a court in Pathankot
(Punjab) on the direction of the
Supreme Court and after a lengthy
trial, one of the main accused was
released while another, who is  report-
ed to be a juvenile, is still under trial
(in Jammu). I am not sure whether he
gets the punishment for his role in the
crime.” PTI
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The Hyderabad encounter of
four accused in a rape and

murder case was an outcome of
public anger against the grue-
some crime, Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani said on
Friday.

All four accused in the
rape-and-murder case of a 25-
year-old woman veterinarian
near Hyderabad last month
were killed in an exchange of
fire with police on Friday
morning, police said.

Rupani said the rape and
murder of the woman had
caused widespread outrage and
anger.

There is a feeling that those
who commit inhuman crimes
should be given harsh punish-
ment, Rupani told reporters at
Songadh in Tapi district.

Today morning we
received the news that the
accused of the gruesome inci-
dent in Hyderabad were killed
in an encounter.

“There was palpable anger
among the people of the coun-
try and result of that has come
out as an encounter, said
Rupani when asked to react to
the Telengana encounter
killing.

The encounter took place
when the accused were taken to
the site of the offence for
reconstruction of the scene of
the crime as part of the inves-
tigation.

“They (accused) snatched
weapons from police and fired
on police and tried to escape...
Police fired in retaliation in
which the four accused died,”
a senior Telangana police offi-
cial said. 

Hyderabad:  A large number of peo-
ple in the city on Friday expressed
happiness over the encounter killing
of the four accused arrested in the
rape and murder of a woman vet-
erinarian near here.

A section of people reached the
“encounter” site and 
congratulated the police and raised
slogans in favour of them like
‘Telangana police zindabad’ and
“We got justice” and said this would
act as a deterrent for people from 
committing such crimes.

Some women were seen dis-

tributing sweets to police personnel.
Members of the public cele-

brated the killing of the four accused
by bursting fire crackers in other
parts of the city.

“It has brought peace to soul of
Disha and her family has got justice.
They (police) have done encounter
we are really happy. It will act as a
deterrent. Those want to do crime
they should fear...The police have
done a very good job,” a Hyderabad
resident said.

Earlier, public anger over the
rape and murder of the woman

was evident on Saturday last as a
restive crowd pelted stones at a
police vehicle carrying them to
jail.

Protests were also held by dif-
ferent student groups and others at
various places in the state, demand-
ing capital punishment for the
accused.

The charred body of the 25-year
old woman veterinarian was found
under a culvert at Shadnagar near
here on the morning of November
28 a day after she went missing.
PTI
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Kolkata (PTI): West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Friday said both
Hyderabad and Unnao incidents are “shame-
ful” and demanded stringent legislation to deal
with cases of rape. 

Her comment comes in the backdrop of
all the four accused in the rape and murder
of a young veterinarian in Hyderabad being
killed in an encounter on Friday during a pre-
dawn exchange of fire near the Telangana cap-
ital.

The news of death of the gangrape
accused was welcomed by some and sparked
concern over “extra-judicial” killings among
others.

“Law should always take its own course
and no one can take it into their own hands,”
she said in a veiled refernce to the incident.
Banerjee, a strident critic of the BJP, referred
to the ghastly incident at Unnao in Uttar
Pradesh where a rape survivor was set on fire
by her tormentors and sustained 90 per cent
burns, and said that the government in that
State had not provided security o the victim.
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Maharashtra’s Anti-
Corruption Bureau

(ACB) has given a clean chit to
NCP leader and former deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar in
the multi-crore Vidarbha irri-
gation scam.

The ACB, in its affidavit
submitted in the Nagpur Bench
of the Bombay High Court, has
ruled out Pawar’s involvement
in cases of alleged irregularities
in approval and commissioning
of irrigation projects in the
State.

The affidavit was submit-
ted on November 27, a day
before the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) Government of the
Shiv Sena —NCP—Congress
was sworn-in the State on
November 28.

The court had asked the
ACB to clarify its stand on the
role of Pawar, a former Water
Resources Development
Minister, in these cases.

Pawar, the NCP MLA from
Baramati in Pune district, was
Water Resources Development
Minister during 1999-2009
when the Congress—NCP
combine was in power in
Maharashtra.

Pawar had also served as
chairman of Vidarbha

Irrigation Development
Corporation (VIDC), which
had cleared irrigation projects
in which irregularities were
alleged.

The affidavit said there
were lapses on the part of exe-
cuting agencies of the tender
work — that is engineers, divi-
sional accountants and respec-
tive contractors of these pro-
jects.

“However, the VIDC chair-
man/Minister of Water
Resource Department (WRD)
cannot be made responsible for
the acts of the executing agen-
cies as there is no legal duty on
his part,” it stated.

The ACB is inquiring into
a total of 2,654 tenders related
to 45 projects of VIDC as per
two PILs filed in 2012 before
the Nagpur bench of the
Bombay High Court.

On November 25, the anti-
graft agency had said it has
closed probe in nine cases of

alleged corruption in
irrigation projects, but
clarified none of them
was linked to Pawar.

“These enquiries
were closed as no crim-
inal offence was made
out after enquiry against
anyone. None of these
nine enquiries was in

respect to Ajit Pawar, the then
chairman of VIDC,” the ACB
had said.

About the November 27
affidavit, a senior ACB official
said the court had asked the
agency to submit a ‘status
report’ on the VIDC scam
before November 28.

“We have not closed
inquiry into the VIDC cases. In
some cases we have filed
chargesheets and investigation
is also going on. Similarly,
investigation into FIRs related
to these cases are also going 
on.

“We have submitted the
status report on investigation
going on into tenders that were
issued (by VIDC),” he said.

He said the HC had asked
the ACB to submit a report on
the PIL filed by one Atul Jagtap
concerning award of tenders
for an irrigation project in
Amravati. Pawar was named a
respondent in this PIL.

“Concerning this we had,
in our previous affidavit, writ-
ten that we have referred this
matter to the government for
opinion. “Now, we have got
opinion from the Government
that Ajit Pawar was not
involved in it (the scam) and
this we have communicated to
the court a few days back.

“Besides, Ajit Pawar was
never an accused in any of our
cases and investigation into
Vidarbha irrigation tender
cases are still on,” the ACB offi-
cial said.

The November 27 affidavit
said, “There are two allegations
against the (then) chairman of
VIDC (Pawar) —(A)regarding
grant of sanction to the liabil-
ity of the tender cost including
that of updated cost and
(B)grant of mobilisation
advance to the contractor
despite there was no mention
of the same in the tender book-
let.”

“Detailed enquiries/inves-
tigations have been conducted
in this regard and opinion of
the expert committee members
appointed by the Government
for advise in the course of
enquiry on technical issues
have been obtained. Similarly,
queries were referred to
Government also,” it said.
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The ruling Karnataka
Government led by Chief

Minister BS Yediyurappa even
though waiting for bypoll
results is in a celebration mood.  

The prediction of exit polls
by some of the local channels
has  given a majority to the saf-
fron party which consolidate
Lingayat strongman’s position
in the State. S Prakash the State
media coordinator said they
were confident of winning
more than 11 seats and expects
decimation of  both Congress
and the JD(S) in Karnataka. He
said “we are confident we will
win in most of the seats but
sure to win in 11 seats which
gives us more than majority in
the Government.  All the exit
polls conducted have been pre-
dicting a big win for us. This is
because of our PMs good work
and also the brilliance of our
national president Amit Shah.”

For the first time
Karnataka has faced 15 by

polls at a time and crucial for
both the ruling BJP and the
Congress which is struggling to
keep its identity in Karnataka.
Yediyurappa who has taken a
challenge and accommodated
all the rebels who have con-
tested is confidant of consoli-
dating his position to answer
both his distracters inside and
in Delhi. Yediyurappa who is
leading a minority
Government needs seven more
seats to consolidate his position
in the 224 member house. Two
more by polls are pending. The
rebels who were responsible for
the fall of Kumaraswamy led
JDs and Congress Government
have all been contesting the
polls.

Yediyurappa said he was

sure of winning in almost all
the places. He blamed Congress
and said they have failed to give
a good governance along with
JDs in the State.  His close aides
were happy on the predictions
of the exit polls and feel that it
would help him to consolidate
his position in state politics.

The  vernacular TV chan-
nels for the first time getting
into the exit poll business and
given full majority to BJP.  The
exit polls in predict that the rul-
ing BJP will win the majority of
Thursday’s by-elections in 15
Assembly segments. Power TV,
a Kannada news channel, has
estimated a minimum of eight
and a maximum of 12
Assembly seats for the BJP.For
Congress, it predicted three to
six wins in the by-elections and
0 to two seats for Janata Dal
(Secular).

Public TV, also a Kannada
news channel, predicted 8 to 10
seats for BJP, 1 to 2 seats for JD
(S) and 3 to 5 for the
Congress.BTV, another ver-

nacular news channel, esti-
mated the BJP to win 9 to 11
seats, 0 to 2 seats for JD(S) and
2 to 4 seats for the Congress.
Power TV, a Kannada news
channel, has estimated a min-
imum of eight and a maximum
of 12 Assembly seats for the
BJP. This will come as a mas-
sive booster shot for Chief
Minister Yeddyurappa.

In 4,185 polling stations,
37.77 lakh electors, including
4,711 service electors, cast their
votes on Thursday, the Election
Commission said. On
Thursday, the by-elections were
held in Athani, Kagwad,
Gokak, Yellapura, Hirekerur,
Ranibennur, Vijaynagara,
Chickballapura, K.R. Pura,
Yeshwanthpura, Mahalakshmi
Layout, Shivajinagara,
Hosakote, K.R. Pete and
Hunsur. As many as 248 can-
didates, 234 males and 14
females, contested the by-elec-
tions for 15 constituencies in
the state. Counting of votes will
take place on December 9.
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Mamata Banerjee on Friday
said that she was ready to

support a religion-neutral
Citizenship Amendment Bill
and said her party would
“oppose tooth and nail the Bill
in its current shape.”

Attacking the Narendra
Modi Government for bringing
a communally oriented bill, the
Bengal Chief Minister said
there was no difference
between the National Register
for Citizens (NRC) and the
Citizenship Amendment Bill
both of which were the two
sides of the same coin.

Speaking on the 27th
anniversary of the Babri
mosque demolition, Banerjee
said NRC has claimed 30 lives
in Bengal and she would not
allow more deaths to happen in
the State.

“We have seen 30 deaths in
Bengal due to the NRC panic.
No more deaths should follow.

The Government is trying to
create a communal divide
among the citizens by intro-
ducing this Bill … no citizen
can be given citizenship on the
basis of religion. This is uncon-
stitutional,” Banerjee said
adding she was ready to sup-
port a religion-neutral bill.

In its current shape the bill
scheduled to be tabled on
December 9, Banerjee said,
“both NRC and CAB are the
two sides of the same coin and
both are unconstitutional in
their present form,”

The amended bill seeks to
grant citizenship to people
without valid documents from
minority communities (read
only Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains, Parsis and Christians)
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh
and Pakistan after six years of
residence in India.

Union Home Minister has
on multiple occasions gone on
record saying that “no Hindu,
Sikh, Buddhist, Jain and

Christian who have migrated
from Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Bangladesh following per-
secution would be deprived of
citizenship in India.”

The new CAB would
amend the Citizenship Act of
1955. The Trinamool Congress
on Friday said that it has issued
a whip directing its MPs to
remain present in Parliament
on December 9 when it would
be tabled.

The party would oppose
the bill in parliament. Banerjee
told the gathering in Kolkata
that her party would oppose
the bill at all level regardless of

the fact that BJP with its brute
majority might get it passed in
Parliament.

“You (BJP) have majority
and may pass CAB in Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha. But we
will not accept it and will
oppose till the end because we
do not believe in religious dis-
crimination.

Referring to the recent
Unnao incident in Uttar
Pradesh where a rape victim
was set on fire, Banerjee said
the state’s BJP government had
not provided security to the
victim. Slamming the BJP
Government in Uttar Pradesh
for allowing the “Unnao rape
victim to be burnt alive” by tor-
mentors Banerjee said “both
the Hyderabad and Unnao
incidents are shameful,” won-
dering “why was there a secu-
rity lapse for the Unnao girl
who had earlier faced life-
threatening attacks on her. My
heart bleeds for the 
victims”
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The narration about the anti-
Sikh riots of 1984 that hap-

pened in the national Capital
immediately after the assassina-
tion of the then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi had taken a new
turn on December 4, Wednesday,
with  former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh charging PV
Narasimha Rao, the then Home
Minister, responsible for the
pogrom which claimed the lives
of more than 3,000 Sikhs.

While addressing a meeting
organised in New Delhi,
Manmohan Singh said that Rao
failed to summon the Army to
put an end to the riots and this
was the reason for the  murder
and mayhem of thousands of
innocent Sikhs in Delhi as a retal-
iation for the assassination of
Indira Gandhi by two members
of her security wing, both of

whom belonging to the  Sikh
community.

“When the sad event of
1984 took place, Gujaral Ji on that
same sad evening went to the
then Home Minister P V
Narasimha Rao, and said to him
that the situation is so grave that
it is necessary for the government
to  call the army at the earliest. If
that advice would have been
heeded , perhaps the massacre
that took place in 1984 could
have been avoided,” Singh is
quoted as 
saying.

Though Gujral lived up to
November 30, 2012 ( 28 years, to
be precise), he has not uttered
anywhere about the meeting he
had with Rao and his request to
summon the army to prevent the
anti-Sikh riots. Gujral has not
mentioned anywhere about the
meeting between him and Rao as
alleged by Singh.

Interestingly, in his widely
read autobiography “Matter of

Discretion”, published in 2011,
Gujral has written a lot about
Narasimha Rao and his tenure as
Foreign Minister in the Cabinet
of Indira Gandhi. But in the
chapter dealing with the assassi-
nation of Indira Gandhi, Gujral
has indirectly blamed Rajiv
Gandhi for the anti-Sikh riots
that shook the conscience of
humanity.

“To this day, I don’t know for
certain under what circum-
stances and on whose advice she
had first imposed internal emer-
gency in June 1975 and later let
the Bhindranwale crisis fester,
ending in the fateful Operation
Blusestar! These two decisions
had blotted her otherwise fair
name and bright era. The mis-
fortune did not end with her
death. The era of her son Rajiv
Gandhi began ominously with
the torrent of anti-Sikh riots ,
which continue to haunt the
nation to this day,” writes Gujral
in Chapter 32 (Indira Gandhi’s

Assassination-page 246).
After going through the

book, one gets the impression
that Gujral had no love lost for
Rao. He describes that
Narasimha Rao’s emergence as
Prime Minister was pure acci-
dent.  “Nobody ever expected it.
Not even he himself! In fact even
before the general elections were
announced, after the fall of
Chandrasekhar’s Government,
Rao had decided to retire from
public life. 

His decision was motivated
by the fact that his influence in
the Congress Party had declined
to such an extent that he was not
even considered for membership
of Parliament. It was indeed cal-
lous how an extremely capable
leader and a scholar to boot who
had spent all his life in politics
was so contemptuously discard-
ed by the powers that be, as if he
had never existed”,

says Gujral (Page 344-345
Chapter 49).
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The National Students’ Union of India
(NSUI) on Friday gave a call for a State-wide

bandh of all colleges in Gujarat on December
7 over the issue of alleged irregularities in the
recruitment exam held last month.

The students’ wing of the Congress gave the
bandh call to express solidarity with the youths
demanding cancellation of recruitment exam
over the allegations of 
irregularities.

Meanwhile, a large number of youths con-
tinued with the protest in Gandhinagar for the
third consecutive day on Friday over their
demand for cancellation of the exam, even as
the State Government on Thursday announced
formation of a four- member SIT to probe
alleged irregularities, including mass- copying
and paper leak.

The protesters alleged that the announce-
ment of SIT was just an eyewash and said their
protest will continue until the government
scraps the exam.

Gujarat NSUI president, Mahipalsinh
Gadhvi, said, “Both- NSUI and Youth Congress-
are with the agitating candidates. We fully sup-
port their demand for cancellation of the
exam,”

“We have given a college-bandh call for
tomorrow in the state. I appeal to all students
and college authorities to refrain from acade-
mic work on Saturday and show solidarity with
these youths and their demand,” he added.

The agitators warned that they will not
budge till the government accepts their demand.

“Formation of SIT was not our demand.
What is there to probe when all the evidence
is available? This SIT is just an eyewash. We will
not back down till the Government cancels the
exam,” said one of the agitators.

Mumbai: Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and NCP chief
Sharad Pawar met here on Friday
evening to discuss allocation of port-
folios and expansion of the week-old
Maha Vikas Agadhi (MVA)

Government in the state.
The meeting at Nehru Center was

attended by Shiv Sena leaders Eknath
Shinde, Sanjay Rautand Subhash Desai,
and the NCP’s Ajit Pawar and Jayant
Patil, sources said. PTI



Whenever an aggrieved per-
son approaches the
Supreme Court, he/she is
well aware that this body is
at the very apex of the

judicial hierarchy and that no further appeal
is possible before any other authority,
beyond this court. As such, the common
man would naturally appreciate that this is
the end of his/her quest for justice. While this
is true, the fact is also that by virtue of the
powers vested in the top court, through pro-
visions in Article 142 of the Constitution, it
has been empowered to deliver complete jus-
tice. So, does this mean that the delivery of
justice, except for as provided in Article 142,
will remain incomplete or lacking in any
manner? While this is obviously not the case,
in order to fully appreciate the importance
of Article 142 and the meaning of complete
justice, we must look back at its genesis and
subsequent interpretations over a period of
time. For, complete justice travels far beyond
the concept of giving justice to a party.
Complete justice strives at imparting justice
not just for one side, but for all. 

While taking Article 210 from the
Government of India Act, 1935, a modifi-
cation was made and the draft Article 118
was finalised by the Constituent Assembly
as: “The Supreme Court in the exercise of
its jurisdiction may pass such decree or make
such order as is necessary for doing complete
justice in any cause or matter pending before
it.” It is this draft that was finally adopted as
Article 142 in the final version. This was
passed by the Constituent Assembly as it is,
and without a debate on May, 27, 1949,
except that during the stage of revision, the
words “and until provision in that behalf is
so made in such manner as the President
may by order prescribe” were added to it.

It was observed by the Supreme Court
itself that the power to do complete justice
is entirely of a different level and quality and
cannot be limited or restricted by the pro-
visions of the statutory law. Further, powers
have been conferred for due and proper
administration of justice and whenever the
court sees that the demand for justice war-
rants exercise of such powers, it will reach
out to ensure that justice is done by resort-
ing to this extraordinary provision intro-
duced in the Constitution to meet the
demands of just such a situation.

Broadly, the apex court has acted in such
matters where there is some manifest ille-
gality or where some palpable injustice has
resulted and the grant of relief is beyond the
parameters of the statutory law. On certain
occasions, the decrees passed under this
Article appear to have assumed the shape of
executive directions, which are, of course, in
larger public interest, from which the soci-
ety has benefitted immensely. One of the
most celebrated matters where such direc-
tions were issued under this Article happens
to be the Taj Trapezium case. As is well
known, on account of severity of environ-

mental pollution in the Agra-
Mathura area, the marble of Taj
Mahal, an iconic heritage mon-
ument, had begun to fade into
shades of yellow. The Supreme
Court, under Article 142,
imposed severe restrictions in
the Taj Trapezium zone and
ensured stringent enforcement
of its orders. This has since
resulted in the Taj Mahal return-
ing back to its old glory.

In yet another case, on
account of our painfully slow
and archaic criminal justice sys-
tem, it was discovered that in
hundreds of cases, undertrial
prisoners continued to be in cus-
tody for periods more than that
prescribed for maximum
imprisonment on conviction. All
such prisoners were given due
relief by the top court.

Similarly in the Bhopal Gas
tragedy case, too, the top court,
acting under Article 142, while
awarding a compensation of
$470 million to the victims,
stated that the power under this
Article must be exercised spar-
ingly for furthering the ends of
justice. But if such power was
conditioned by any statutory
limitations, it would defeat the
very purpose for conferment of
such wide powers. In a way, this
could be interpreted as the
Supreme Court having placed
itself beyond and above the
statutes. But this impression
was subsequently corrected,
where it was said that Article 142
could not be used to supplant
the existing law but only to sup-
plement the law. However, appli-

cations have varied from case to
case as this provision offers a cer-
tain degree of elasticity. 

On the other hand, there
have been cases where the use
of Article 142 appears to have
gone into the domain of the
executive. Very often, legal
luminaries have cited the can-
cellation of coal block allot-
ments in this context, where
individual allottees were not
heard but penalties were
imposed. Similarly, the direc-
tions under this Article came
under a lot of criticism as the
apex court imposed a ban on
liquor stores within 500 metres
of the national highways as
well as the State highways.
The order led to hundreds of
job losses besides loss of rev-
enue. Ultimately, it was discov-
ered that drunken driving
resulted in only 4.2 per cent of
the accident cases in 2015 as
against 44.2 per cent caused
due to over-speeding.

The current debate is on
whether Article 142 can be
treated as a source of substan-
tive power in ensuring the
observance of the due process
of the law. The concept of due
process of law was originally
negated by the Constituent
Assembly in favour of a proce-
dure established by the law in
relation to Article 210. At the
same time, there have been
opinions on whether Article
142 confers substantive powers
on the apex court or is it mere-
ly a procedural instrument? 

According to former Chief

Justice of India Justice PB
Gajendragadkar: “It may be
pertinent to point out that the
wide powers, which are given to
this court for doing complete
justice between the parties, do
not bind the court to adhere to
the relevant procedures if it is
satisfied that a departure from
the said procedure is necessary
to do complete justice between
the parties.” It is clear that exer-
cising these and similar other
powers would mean that Article
142 gives the liberty to the
Supreme Court only in matters
of procedure. He further elab-
orated: “An order, which this
court can make in order to do
complete justice between the
parties, must not only be con-
sistent with the fundamental
rights guaranteed by the
Constitution but it cannot even
be inconsistent with the sub-
stantive provisions of the rele-
vant statutory laws.”

In the context of the recent-
ly-concluded Ayodhya matter, it
has been observed that in assess-
ing the submissions of the par-
ties and arriving at the eventu-
al conclusion, the needs of jus-
tice required specific attention to
the peculiarities of the case.
The case canvassed the rule of
law, religion and law and con-
quest, besides a myriad of con-
flicting interests. These could not
always be comprehended with-
in the available statutory frame-
work applicable to the present
facts. All these make the role of
the court even more sensitive as
it has to craft a relief that accords

with justice, equity and good
conscience. 

As observed in the judg-
ment, the obliteration of the
Islamic structure was an egre-
gious violation of the rule of law.
At the same time, it was men-
tioned that the Supreme Court
cannot entertain claims that
stem from the actions of the
Mughal rulers against Hindu
places of worship in a court of
law today. But the court went on
to say that in exercising the pow-
ers under Article 142 of the
Constitution, it must ensure
that a wrong committed must be
remedied. Justice would not
prevail if the court were to
overlook the entitlement of the
Muslims, who have been
deprived of the structure of the
mosque through means  that
should not have been employed
in a secular nation committed to
the rule of law. As our
Constitution postulates the
equality of all faiths, tolerance
and mutual co-existence nour-
ish the secular commitment of
our nation and its people. 

In conclusion, one can only
say that in the normal course, the
basic structure of the
Constitution invoking separation
of powers between the three
organs of the State, while at the
same time ensuring the suprema-
cy of the rule of law, needs to be
our guiding principle at all times,
including the application of
Article 142 to various situations.

(The writer is a retired Delhi
Police Commissioner and former
Uttarakhand Governor)
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“India Inc worried” (December 4).
Veterans in any field should sound
warning bells on any worrisome
development, be it political, social
or about governance. Bajaj Group
chairman Rahul Bajaj has come
out against the current political
dispensation on all three grounds.
The Government, however, react-
ed to his sharp observations with
unusual sobriety. Perhaps this is
a result of the recent electoral set-
backs for the BJP.

The saffron party has aban-
doned the development plank
that had launched it to power in
2014 in favour of polarising the
electorate along communal lines
to get votes. With no concern
about the economy, demonetisa-
tion seems to be have been imple-
mented with the singular inten-
tion of robbing the Opposition of
its campaign funds right before
the elections in Uttar Pradesh.
The BJP won the State, of course,
but has been misleading the
economy ever since. The nation
is now paying a heavy price.

To cover up the miserable
state of the economy, the BJP had
no qualms about using diversions

such as the implementation of the
National Register of Citizens in
Assam, leveraging social divides,
keeping opponents besieged by
Central agencies and, all the
while, managing to spin an idea
that all is well simply by juggling
data. Worse, it continues to blame

the Opposition for each of its own
failures. GDP is at a six-year low,
private investment is negligible
and unemployment at its peak.
The BJP never had the acumen or
bench strength in economics. 

R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai
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Sir — Yet another incident of a
dead rat being found in the mid-
day meal for school children in
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh,
has been reported. As a matter of

fact, complaints of unhygienic
food being served in trains, too,
are routine. The system should be
such that only packaged food is
served both in schools as well as
trains. The Government can
motivate companies to provide
packaged food under the
Corporate Social Responsibility
provision. A better option would
be for the IRCTC to set up units
in all districts for providing pack-
aged food for the mid-day meal
scheme as well as in trains.

Madhu Agrawal
New Delhi
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Sir — The Telangana police’s
claim that the four suspects,
accused of the gang-rape and
murder of a Hyderabad veterinar-
ian doctor, were killed in an
encounter has raised troubling
questions. Even as the evidence
against them was still to be put
through a judicial process, they
were killed. This goes against the
spirit of democracy. 

Rashmi
Via email
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The residents of Ayodhya believe that Lord
Ram was born in this temple town some
900,000 years ago. Their belief made peo-

ple call this city Ram Nagri (Ram’s town). The
recent Supreme Court (SC) verdict cemented this
belief, settling the nearly 132-year-old dispute,
which even witnessed the demolition of Babri
Mosque over 27 years ago on December 6. The
SC’s verdict may have opened a Pandora’s Box,
with the Hindu saints wanting to be involved in
the proposed Ram Mandir Trust and some sec-
tions of the Muslims unhappy about it. But, no
one is talking about the opportunity the apex
court’s order has thrown open for the Centre and
Uttar Pradesh (UP) to transform Ayodhya into
a religious tourism hub.

Almost a month after the verdict, the inco-
herent voices of the sants are emanating from
Ayodhya about which model should be used for
construction of the Ram Temple or who should
head the trust, but no one is talking about how
to develop Ayodhya into a tourism centre not
only for Hindus but also for Buddhists because
of its proximity with Kushinagar.

This part of UP, which was once the centre
of Awadh culture, is basically an agricultural belt.
But agricultural productivity has been steadily
coming down because of repeated fragmentation
of farmlands. The smaller the farm, the lesser the
yield and this has adversely affected the econo-
my of the region. This poverty-driven region has
failed to make an impact because no Government
ever took pains to develop Faizabad district —
which has now been renamed as Ayodhya — into
an industrial hub despite Tanda, a small town of
this region, having made a mark in weaving
sarees and clothes. With the passage of time
Tanda lost its charm and Ayodhya remained
neglected.

Faizabad, which is full of sugar refineries and
mills for extracting oil from seeds, is a market
centre for the produce of the surrounding area,
including grain, oilseeds, cotton and tobacco. A
hydroelectric plant is located nearby. As per the
UP State Industrial Development Corporation
(UPSIDC) the growth rate of industries in
Faizabad district is 5.4 per cent annually.
However, this is just limited to the micro and
small-scale sector as the medium and large-scale
sectors have a meagre annual growth rate of one
per cent. These industries give direct employment
to less than 10,000 people.

So, why has Faizabad-Ayodhya failed to
transform into an industrial hub? 

Almost all the industrial chambers say that
lack of development in this area is primarily due
to the poor power supply and drainage system.
The other problems include non-availability of
skilled manpower, lack of awareness regarding
MSME schemes and technological and financial
support. Some say lack of political support also
hampered development of the region.

When the Ram Temple agitation gathered
momentum in the late 80s, no Government dared
to pump in money in different projects, mainly
industrial, because of the fear that communal vio-
lence could have an impact on the economy of
the region. Many parties refused to talk about
Ayodhya because they felt it damaged their “sec-
ular” image.

Government records say that Faizabad has

a population of 167,544 with 50,000 of
them in the Ayodhya temple town
according to the 2011 census. The lit-
eracy rate of the region is around 86.52
per cent, which is higher than the
national literacy average of 74.04 per
cent. The credit for this goes to the pres-
ence of good educational institutions in
the region. Thriving on the academic
excellence of the students, hundreds of
coaching institutions have mush-
roomed in the twin cities of Ayodhya-
Faizabad.

The flourishing coaching insti-
tutes have proved to be good business
for those who run them or those who
teach in these institutions as faculty
members. But they are largely “out-
siders” from bigger cities, depriving the
local talent of jobs. The city has two
universities, the Rammanohar Lohia
Avadh University and the Acharya
Narendra Deva University of
Agriculture and Technology.

In this scenario, religion is the only
force that can drive the economy of this
region. Residents claim that the link
between Lord Ram and Ayodhya is so
strong that of the 6,000 Hindu shrines
and temples in the city, more than 4,000
are dedicated to him. Besides, every sec-
ond month Ayodhya hosts religious fes-
tivals stretching from Magh to Kartik
Purnima. These fairs are organised on
the banks of the Saryu River and pro-
vide a good source of income for peo-
ple and small traders.

Official records suggest that over 30
lakh pilgrims visit Ayodhya annually —
this figure excludes the people from
surrounding areas who gather at the
fairs. People from across the country —
particularly from Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Bengal and South India — visit
Ayodhya to pay obeisance to Lord Ram. 

This is a huge number and can help
in reviving the economy of the region.

The question often raised is why not
develop Ayodhya on the lines of
Varanasi and Allahabad? Ayodhya is as
important for Hindus as Varanasi is.
The difference is that Kashi or Varanasi
symbolises moksha (salvation) while
Ayodhya symbolises karma, which
asks people to fulfil their putra dhar-
ma (filial duty) and karma dharma. But,
the basic difference between Kashi and
Ayodhya is that Ayodhya lacks the
infrastructure required for promoting
religious tourism while Kashi has a very
good infrastructure, including a work-
ing airport and good rail and road con-
nectivity.

Apart from this, Ayodhya does not
have proper hotels despite having a
major footfall of pilgrims. The only
stay-ins are dharamshalas (shelters)
which are of poor quality and lack basic
facilities. The only good hotels are
found in Faizabad and they are few in
number and very expensive.  

The only thing that will help
Ayodhya turn into a Kashi is good
hotels, preferably on the bank of Saryu
River, with rooms facing the Ram
Temple. Besides, the city needs good
roads, permanent electric supply and
greater  rail and road connectivity. A
working airport with flights from cities
like Delhi, Kolkata and Mumbai would
add to its popularity. Fortunately, the
Yogi Adityanath Government has
launched many projects in Ayodhya
and the Chief Minister has been advo-
cating construction of a Ram Temple.
He even proposed the construction of
the tallest statue of Lord Ram on the
banks of Saryu River and gave the fes-
tival of Diwali a new meaning. He is on
record saying that his Government
would ensure that Ayodhya regains the
glory it had achieved during the Treta
Yug (second age of mankind).

UP made a Guinness World Record

by lighting over 500,000 earthen lamps
on Deepotasava on the banks of the
Saryu River in October. Helicopters
showered flower petals and models
from Delhi dressed as Ram, Sita and
Lakshman descended in a chopper.

The Union Government has come
up with an ambitious project that will
be executed by the UP Government.
Ramkatha Park will be part of a new
�133 crore “Ramayan circuit” that will
include a market and a Korean temple
on the Saryu riverfront. The project will
depict events described in the
Ramayana. An imposing Ram court
will be constructed at the site where
Adityanath held a Diwali puja. The
court will include a gallery depicting the
story of Ram and a state-of-the-art dig-
ital museum.

The beginning seems to have been
made. But much more is required to be
done. The ancient should amalgamate
with modernity. Ayodhya should retain
its pristine beauty but also have some-
thing to attract the young generation.
The Government should come out with
a blueprint and involve the citizens in
this work. Good roads and electricity
will make work easy for the planners.
Good incentives to hoteliers may
prompt them to invest here. Even the
involvement of the Korean Government
can add a new dimension.

Time is running out. The day the
Government plans to lay the founda-
tion of the Ram Temple, it should also
announce mega projects for the city.
Only good planning can transform the
region into a tourist hub, which in turn
will create jobs for the youth and usher
in prosperity. Only then will it truly be
Ram’s Ayodhya. In the end, that route
will have to find its way through eco-
nomics. 

(The writer is Executive Director,
News, The Pioneer, Lucknow) 
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India has no dearth of environ-
mental problems and they seem
to be mounting by the minute.

Thankfully, there is no paucity of
environmental protection laws and
regulations in the country and the
political will to enforce them.
Ambitious Union Governments roll
out environmental protection mea-
sures with impressive alacrity and the
Centre’s efforts are complemented by
institutions like the National Green
Tribunal (NGT). The tribunal does
a yeoman’s service to safeguard the
environment by passing judgments
and laws that seek to neutralise real
time threats. However, in spite of all
this, the country does not seem to
emerge from the perpetual environ-

mental crises it finds itself in: Be it air
pollution, water pollution, soil con-
tamination or ground water contam-
ination, we have it all.

So what ails our environmental
scenario? Given that we make all the
right moves on paper, one can only
conclude that our nation is high on
legislation and very low on compli-
ance. Be it the ban on plastics, crop
residue burning, waste segregation,
adherence to the vehicle rationing
odd-even scheme, littering, Indians
seem to have a major problem listen-
ing to the Government or complying
with the laws pertaining to environ-
mental protection. This inherent
disregard for rules seems to be
ingrained in us to the extent that we
are not even alarmed by the fact that
this is worsening each day and will
affect not just us but our children and
the generations after them. No won-
der India has the dubious distinction
of being ranked as one of the most
polluted countries in the world.
According to a latest study by
AirVisual and Greenpeace, seven of
the 10 worst-polluted cities globally,
are in India. 

Why is there such a major dis-
connect between environmental laws
and the people’s intent to observe and
comply with them? Why do we feel
such an inexplicable satisfaction
upon breaking a law as opposed to
having a great feeling on adhering to
it and doing our bit to save the envi-
ronment? 

For instance, not long ago the
Delhi Government had launched
the waste segregation initiative and a
good amount of public money was

spent in installing two types of waste
bins, one for recyclable materials and
one for non-recyclable waste.
Similarly, a substantial amount, too,
was spent on creating awareness
through advertising campaigns so
that citizens would follow the segre-
gation protocol. But, in spite of all
this, none of the waste in Delhi’s
households or public areas gets seg-
regated. There is no success story
here, nor any encouraging statistics.
Predictably enough, the NGT has

intervened to prevent the waste seg-
regation initiative from failing and has
set a one-year deadline for the civic
bodies to fall in line and comply with
the waste segregation guidelines.
This has spurred the civic authorities
into taking action and ensuring that
segregation is done. This launch and
re-launch of initiatives have ensured
one thing and that is the people’s
interest has been lost for good. Now
nobody is interested, as everyone is
of the opinion that every new initia-
tive by the Government is just a pass-
ing fad, not realising that it was the
lack of compliance by citizens that
had caused the failure of the initia-
tives in the first place.

So what is the solution? The
answer lies in a penalty-backed com-
pliance system, similar to the recent-
ly-tweaked Motor Vehicles Act.
Before the current amendments to
the Act, the fines for violations were
marginal. For example, driving with-
out a licence used to attract a fine of
�500. But under the new rules, the
same offence now attracts a penalty
of �5,000 and this has caught the
attention of the Indian motorist like

never before. The result is that traf-
fic violations have fallen sharply.
Delhi alone witnessed a massive 79
per cent fall in traffic violations. Is this
a cue for the Government? Is this how
the common man will listen and fall
in line and observe rules? It may actu-
ally work as financial penalties may
act as the most effective deterrents
and ensure much-needed compli-
ance. The concept of penalty-backed
compliance is not new in environ-
mental conservation. We currently
have many fines for various environ-
mental offences but none of them are
stiff enough nor are they enforced
stringently. This makes the whole
exercise futile. This can be made to
change on the lines of the new
Motor Vehicle Act when non-com-
pliance of environmental laws by cit-
izens or businesses will attract steep
and instant penalties. This may seem
harsh but is necessary to ensure a
course correction in the larger inter-
ests of the environment and more
importantly for our precious future
generations.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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Vodafone Idea Ltd, India’s
third largest mobile service

provider, will shut down if 
the government does not 
provide relief on the liability 
it faces in past statutory dues
following a Supreme Court
order, its billionaire chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla said on
Friday.

“If we we are not getting
anything then I think it is end
of story for Vodafone Idea,”
Birla said at am event when
asked about the future of
Vodafone Idea in absence of a
government relief on pay-
ment of �53,038 crore dues.

Birla’s Idea Cellular and
Brit ish telecom giant
Vodafone plc’s India unit had
merged last year to compete
with the onslaught of free
voice calling and dirt cheap
data unleashed by richest
Indian Mukesh Ambani’s
Reliance Jio.

In the process, it accu-
mulated �1.17 lakh crore debt
and had just weeks back post-
ed corporate India’s biggest
loss after it provisioned for the
liability arising from the
Supreme Court upholding the
government’s position on
what base should statutory lia-
bilities be calculated.

“It does not make sense to
put good money after bad.
That would be end of story for

us. We will shut shop,” he said
in a response when asked if
Vodafone Idea will put in
more money.

Market leader Bharti
Airtel, Vodafone Idea and
other telecom players have to
pay as much as �1.47 lakh
crore in payment of telecom
licence fee and spectrum
usage charge together with
interest and penalty for past
14 years.

Both Airtel and Vodafone
Idea have petitioned the gov-
ernment for relief in waiver of
interest and penalty, which
will halve the dues, and also
filed a review petition in the
Supreme Court.

Birla was however hopeful
of a relief from the govern-
ment not just for the telecom
sector but the industry as a
whole to pull out the econo-
my from a six-year low GDP
growth of 4.5 per cent.

“They (the government)
have realised the fact that
this (telecom) is a very criti-
cal sector. The whole digital
India programme rests on
this. This is a strategic sector,”
he said.

The government, he said,
has publicly stated that it
wants three players from the
private sector and one player
from the public sector.

“I think that we can
expect much more stimulus
from the government because

it is required for the sector to
survive. If we weren’t getting
anything then I think it is end
of story for Vodafone Idea,” he
said.

The government had late
last month deferred by two
years the payment due from
telecom companies for spec-
trum they bought in past auc-
tions. This relief totalled
�44,000 crore for the industry
but companies are expected to
pay this due together with
interest after the two year
moratorium.

Asked about the specific
relief sought, Birla said, “The
big elephant in the room is
AGR. Which is actually I
think something which lies in
the court of judiciary. I believe
government can have  a dia-
logue. This was a suit filed by
the government against tele-
com service providers.”

AGR refers to adjusted
gross revenues, a percentage
of which the telecom compa-
nies pay as statutory dues. The
Supreme Court had upheld
the government position that
non-telecom revenues have
to be included in the adjust-
ed gross revenue for calculat-
ing dues.

“Since the government
has won, it gives them head-
room to talk to judiciary and
try to find some of solution. I
don’t know which form or
shape it takes,” he added. 
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Indian equity indices buck-
led under selling pressure
for the second straight day

on Friday as slowing growth
and lack of buying triggers took
a toll on investor sentiment.

Market mood was risk-
averse a day after the RBI dis-
appointed on the rate cut front
and also projected slower
growth for this fiscal, traders
said. Additionally, concerns
over the fiscal deficit and a
weakening rupee weighed on
bourses, they added.

After opening on a positive
note, the 30-share BSE Sensex
witnessed a continuous slide
and went on to hit an intra-day
low of 40,337.53. The index
finally settled at 40,445.15,
down 334.44 points or 0.82 per
cent.

Likewise, the 50-share
Nifty shed 96.90 points or 0.81
per cent to settle at 11,921.50.

On a weekly basis, the
Sensex dropped 348.66 points
or 0.85 per cent; while the Nifty
lost 134.55 points or 1.11 per
cent.

Yes Bank was the biggest
laggard in the Sensex pack on
Friday, diving 9.82 per cent
after Moody’s Investors Service
downgraded the private sector
lender’s ratings.

Other top losers were SBI,

IndusInd Bank, Tata Motors,
Mahindra and Mahindra and
HDFC, tumbling up to 4.89 per
cent.

On the other hand, Kotak
Bank, Tata Steel, RIL, Asian
Paints, TCS, Infosys and HDFC
Bank closed with gains. 

Of the 30 Sensex stocks, 23
closed in the red and seven fin-
ished with gains.

“Clouds over economic
growth outlook and premium
valuation influenced investors
to stay away from rate-sensitive
stocks. While rising 10-year
yield due to spike in inflation
and potential slip in fiscal path
may result in near term con-
solidation in the market,” said
Vinod Nair, head of research at
Geojit Financial Services.

Sectorally, BSE auto index
suffered the most by losing over
1.80 per cent, followed by
finance, utilities, realty and
bankex. 

Telecom index was the sole
gainer on the chart.

Vodafone Idea shares
crashed about 9 per cent on
Friday, spooked by company’s
chairman Kumar Mangalam
Birla statement that the telco
“will have to shut shop” in the
absence of government relief.

Shares of oil and gas com-
panies fell amid reports that
OPEC and other major pro-
ducers will announce fresh
output cuts.

ONGC fell 1.39 per cent,
HPCL 0.47 per cent, IOCL 0.23
per cent and BPCL 0.20 per
cent. Shares of Petronet LNG
saw a dip of 0.17 per cent to
�271.65.

According to reports,
OPEC and Russia along with
other producers agreed to one
of the biggest output cuts to pre-
vent oversupply in the market.

Crude benchmark Brent
Futures rose 0.30 per cent to
trade at USD 63.58 per barrel.

The Indian rupee appreci-
ated 9 paise to close at 71.20
against the US dollar on Friday.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 71.30 and shuttled
between a high of 71.19 and a
low of 71.43. It finally finished
at 71.20, lower by 9 paise. The
domestic unit had settled at
71.29 against the US dollar on
Thursday.

In contrast to the Indian
market,  optimism over the
China-US trade talks kept
Asian markets buoyant on
Friday, with investors betting
the two will eventually sign a
partial deal, though they
remain nervous as next week’s
deadline for fresh tariffs draws
closer.

Sentiment across trading
floors has ebbed and flowed
through the week as observers
try to gauge the state of play in
the long-running negotiations,

with both sides making posi-
tive, then negative comments
on the outlook.

The latest soundings
allowed investors to return to
the buying that has helped
propel global markets for
weeks, sending Wall Street to
multiple records.

Hong Kong climbed more
than one per cent, Shanghai
and Sydney added 0.4 per cent,
while Tokyo, Singapore,
Wellington, Manila, Bangkok
and Jakarta each gained 0.2 per
cent.

Seoul jumped more than
one per cent and Taipei edged
up 0.1 per cent but Mumbai
slipped 0.4 per cent.

In early trade, London and
Frankfurt each rose 0.3 per
cent, while Paris gained 0.2 per
cent.

“It’s been rather a strange
week for global equity markets,”
said Michael Hewson at CMC
Markets UK. 

“Moving from an expec-
tation that we could well see
some movement on trade
between the US and China in
the next couple of weeks, to
the prospect that any solution
may well not happen until
after the next presidential elec-
tion. As a result of these mixed
signals investors appear to be
taking a more cautious view as
to what may happen next,” he
added.

New Delhi (PTI): Markets reg-
ulator Sebi on Friday said it will
entertain only those complaints,
where an investor discloses his
identity and provides support-
ing documents to substantiate an
allegation. 

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India in a statement
said, it will not take any action on
complaints, where it is not able
to reach back to the com-
plainants. The statement comes
in the backdrop of an individual
Charul Singh making several
complaints against a market
infrastructure institution where-
in he made grave allegations over
certain issues and demanded
investigation by Sebi into each
allegation. Sebi said the com-
plainant made these allegations
without any supporting docu-
mentary evidence and without
disclosing his/her real identity.
The name turned out to be fake,
the address and phone number
non-existent and there was no
response from the e-mail ID.

The complainant, purport-
ed to be whistle blower, shared
his unsubstantiated allegations
with various media houses, it
added. As per Whistle Blower
Protection Act, a whistleblower
shall make a complaint, indi-
cating his/her identity accom-
panied by supporting docu-
ments. 
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Script Open High Low LTP
YESBANK 61.00 61.00 55.20 56.00
IBULHSGFIN 287.25 295.20 270.25 272.40
SBIN 338.50 338.50 318.00 319.80
RBLBANK 366.00 369.75 334.50 338.80
RELIANCE 1558.00 1568.20 1541.40 1554.95
POWERGRID 187.75 188.20 185.80 186.60
JINDALSTEL 139.65 145.75 135.10 139.10
ZEEL 299.00 302.00 283.60 287.75
TCS 2130.00 2130.00 2101.00 2122.95
BANDHANBNK 584.00 584.00 551.60 562.35
IDEA 7.12 7.35 6.66 6.92
TATASTEEL 401.00 407.40 394.25 402.95
EQUITAS 113.65 113.70 108.35 112.15
INFRATEL 254.00 261.90 247.85 259.40
TATAMOTORS 167.90 168.00 160.05 161.50
DLF 221.15 222.40 216.10 218.25
PETRONET 270.00 273.80 266.70 268.25
HDFCAMC 3224.00 3265.30 3175.05 3182.00
MARUTI 7007.00 7050.00 6862.15 6881.35
SUNPHARMA 439.00 443.95 427.15 428.50
HINDUNILVR 2052.00 2052.00 2022.25 2027.40
BANKBARODA 103.45 103.65 96.40 97.15
ICICIBANK 530.40 533.60 521.65 524.75
INFY 717.90 720.00 709.65 715.15
KOTAKBANK 1650.00 1679.00 1644.35 1674.30
L&TFH 116.60 116.60 111.90 113.10
BAYERCROP 3672.35 3683.30 3591.00 3591.00
BHARTIARTL 451.55 452.10 442.65 443.90
HDFCBANK 1255.00 1259.70 1238.50 1246.20
LT 1310.00 1310.00 1283.40 1290.30
AXISBANK 734.70 735.25 715.00 717.55
INDUSINDBK 1513.00 1518.35 1455.30 1463.75
HDFC 2330.00 2332.55 2247.00 2264.00
PFC 114.15 115.65 107.25 109.85
DISHTV 14.50 14.67 11.67 12.56
INDIGO 1328.80 1334.45 1306.80 1321.65
BIOCON 289.20 293.35 286.15 289.15
BAJFINANCE 4011.00 4025.00 3926.95 3962.90
JSWSTEEL 251.65 256.75 249.90 253.25
BERGEPAINT 495.00 515.55 495.00 500.40
PNB 62.75 63.00 59.90 60.10
NCC 55.60 56.15 51.90 52.35
BEL 103.65 104.00 101.55 102.55
DRREDDY 2925.00 2947.00 2874.30 2883.00
BHEL 49.25 49.25 46.00 46.50
TATAELXSI 863.00 869.00 843.75 846.05
TITAN 1194.80 1194.80 1168.35 1172.25
APOLLOTYRE 178.15 178.15 171.20 173.15
JUSTDIAL 579.60 581.75 562.00 568.80
CANBK 218.40 219.80 206.40 208.20
HEROMOTOCO 2396.70 2416.05 2352.00 2362.40
ERIS 445.50 509.30 445.20 476.95
UJJIVAN 356.95 358.05 348.10 352.75
VEDL 143.75 144.25 140.65 141.95
GRAPHITE 315.00 323.90 303.40 305.45
LICHSGFIN 450.00 450.10 424.00 426.10
ITC 247.15 247.15 242.60 243.30
BPCL 492.00 496.40 483.50 488.30
MARICO 350.00 350.00 339.00 341.45
MPHASIS 855.00 855.00 834.00 843.55
EICHERMOT 21600.00 21623.45 20693.90 20910.00
ADANIPORTS 370.05 371.40 363.60 366.25
STAR 385.00 387.60 376.10 376.10
APOLLOHOSP 1480.00 1510.40 1460.00 1465.40
ASIANPAINT 1714.00 1747.50 1713.00 1717.80
PEL 1720.95 1720.95 1630.00 1643.35
M&M 530.00 530.00 508.85 510.30
GAIL 121.60 121.75 115.90 117.15
ESCORTS 619.75 623.10 600.25 603.15
RECLTD 134.20 135.00 127.90 129.05
DMART 1827.60 1829.00 1715.00 1802.05
ASHOKLEY 77.00 77.20 75.65 76.45
LUPIN 781.65 785.65 760.10 760.10
SAIL 38.85 39.55 37.80 38.25
TATAPOWER 56.00 56.70 53.25 53.50
VOLTAS 695.60 695.60 674.50 689.65
HINDPETRO 265.90 269.00 261.95 263.05
ADANIENT 209.90 210.15 205.15 206.40
M&MFIN 343.70 344.15 324.60 327.60
MFSL 527.00 535.00 506.70 516.85
BRITANNIA 3099.00 3099.00 3061.00 3072.00
JKTYRE 80.00 81.45 76.10 77.30
DELTACORP 216.00 216.65 209.50 213.55
MOTHERSUMI 131.80 133.95 131.45 132.60
RNAM 352.80 354.60 338.80 341.05
FEDERALBNK 87.00 87.45 83.80 84.25
PIDILITIND 1310.10 1337.90 1308.55 1316.60
SCI 58.25 61.95 56.70 58.45
BAJAJ-AUTO 3250.00 3256.30 3192.25 3209.15
BAJAJFINSV 9039.00 9039.00 8829.30 8859.05
GRASIM 773.00 779.60 764.05 765.50
IOC 126.00 126.80 123.85 124.25
DIVISLAB 1800.90 1823.60 1773.70 1780.35
GLENMARK 330.00 337.50 323.00 324.95
COALINDIA 196.60 197.30 190.90 191.65
HDFCLIFE 577.00 579.55 571.40 575.00
IGL 402.35 409.35 397.90 402.40
BATAINDIA 1705.00 1723.00 1691.45 1702.00
HINDALCO 199.20 200.60 195.75 197.80
OMAXE 182.70 194.55 143.95 143.95
RAYMOND 709.75 713.10 691.10 697.50
UNIONBANK 59.05 59.05 54.60 54.95
COLPAL 1456.65 1494.45 1456.65 1480.95
DABUR 469.25 471.80 460.80 464.90
IDFCFIRSTB 44.70 44.95 43.10 43.30
PVR 1815.00 1822.00 1713.00 1756.80
POLYCAB 1044.65 1069.75 1004.80 1018.00

SPARC 156.05 161.30 151.00 153.70
MUTHOOTFIN 695.50 703.00 690.55 692.05
ABCAPITAL 107.00 107.90 102.15 103.10
ONGC 129.00 129.00 126.30 126.60
NBCC 35.95 36.20 34.00 34.35
RAJESHEXPO 684.85 684.85 674.50 674.75
JUBLFOOD 1580.10 1604.85 1563.85 1571.35
IRB 72.00 72.20 68.70 69.55
BALKRISIND 952.00 953.85 912.00 921.20
WOCKPHARMA 252.00 253.10 242.40 243.85
CONCOR 569.55 575.55 556.45 560.75
ADANIPOWER 60.95 61.35 58.80 59.55
MMTC 21.00 21.50 19.70 19.95
HEG 1068.90 1081.40 1041.20 1044.95
SRF 3230.15 3252.85 3210.00 3225.35
HCLTECH 562.00 566.20 558.45 560.20
SBILIFE 963.20 973.20 944.75 962.95
AUROPHARMA 449.55 453.50 442.75 444.45
TECHM 752.50 771.20 752.50 758.35
ADANIGAS 151.40 155.15 150.00 150.55
ADANIGREEN 130.00 131.25 123.50 126.40
NMDC 110.70 111.35 109.15 110.40
ACC 1500.40 1501.25 1464.25 1479.00
BANKINDIA 71.50 71.50 67.80 67.85
TATAGLOBAL 313.50 319.80 312.40 312.40
CEATLTD 965.35 972.00 959.75 964.75
NTPC 114.95 114.95 112.25 112.55
TATAMTRDVR 69.30 70.45 67.40 67.90
ULTRACEMCO 4174.30 4194.70 4125.50 4159.35
BEML 1004.85 1007.35 976.45 980.85
HAVELLS 666.50 667.85 652.50 660.00
UPL 568.00 570.50 558.50 561.70
PNBHOUSING 504.00 511.50 483.00 485.25
GODREJCP 673.40 683.95 662.95 666.70
EDELWEISS 121.05 122.25 114.20 114.20
CANFINHOME 417.25 419.60 407.80 415.30
EXIDEIND 187.50 187.50 181.70 182.25
SRTRANSFIN 1107.15 1108.70 1069.40 1073.20
TVSMOTOR 451.15 454.30 438.20 444.75
PERSISTENT 690.00 692.00 683.40 690.00
ICICIPRULI 490.45 500.20 489.45 492.25
NAUKRI 2469.80 2486.50 2438.00 2445.70
PRESTIGE 334.80 337.85 313.60 326.00
BOMDYEING 77.80 78.20 74.00 74.65
SPICEJET 108.75 108.75 105.50 106.25
MANAPPURAM 160.00 160.55 157.30 157.80
GILLETTE 6901.70 7013.75 6693.00 6707.10
SUNTECK 411.00 411.00 393.05 394.00
GRANULES 127.55 130.00 120.20 121.55
WIPRO 244.00 244.45 240.35 240.95
JUBILANT 538.80 541.65 512.70 517.75
ITDC 359.80 367.05 344.75 348.85
CIPLA 465.00 466.80 454.00 455.60
JAICORPLTD 96.00 96.00 90.50 90.95
PCJEWELLER 27.50 27.60 25.80 26.00
ABB 1435.00 1448.80 1425.00 1444.60
GUJGAS 224.50 228.30 220.50 227.35

CADILAHC 257.85 260.60 253.25 256.40
PAGEIND 22000.00 22091.70 21662.00 21755.15
ABFRL 221.60 226.90 219.00 225.70
SUNTV 473.20 474.75 462.45 464.85
MINDTREE 758.00 762.25 736.80 738.20
SUVEN 275.00 282.45 270.00 279.15
AMBUJACEM 204.00 204.00 199.60 200.80
ADANITRANS 325.05 326.80 314.45 319.80
MRF 62399.95 62600.00 61333.00 61600.00
GODFRYPHLP 1341.90 1366.80 1276.90 1306.10
MCX 1150.00 1154.00 1130.25 1134.90
VIPIND 423.95 427.00 420.00 426.20
VENKYS 1737.90 1748.50 1701.00 1702.80
SHREECEM 20515.65 20570.00 20236.05 20329.40
NH 309.90 318.60 299.90 305.10
BALRAMCHIN 166.70 166.95 159.00 163.00
CROMPTON 252.95 253.00 245.35 247.65
HEXAWARE 337.00 340.75 332.75 334.10
CESC 740.50 740.50 720.15 722.35
ISEC 345.00 359.75 345.00 355.05
AVANTI 509.50 512.00 496.40 500.00
IBVENTURES 164.00 164.45 155.75 155.75
IDBI 35.85 36.15 34.40 34.65
ORIENTBANK 56.70 56.90 54.05 54.05
DCMSHRIRAM 352.90 364.50 349.65 359.10
CUMMINSIND 542.30 542.30 519.50 521.80
OBEROIRLTY 551.60 559.80 542.80 558.45
STRTECH 124.25 125.55 121.60 122.65

GLAXO 1645.05 1660.00 1616.30 1632.35
EIDPARRY 189.00 194.00 187.00 192.55
TORNTPHARM 1879.80 1884.10 1842.00 1850.50
HINDCOPPER 40.00 41.00 38.50 38.65
IBULISL 91.00 91.25 82.65 82.65
IBREALEST 63.30 64.00 60.35 60.60
SUZLON 2.32 2.40 2.21 2.23
MGL 1015.00 1033.15 1015.00 1018.90
ADVENZYMES 163.95 164.60 161.45 162.40
SWANENERGY 101.50 103.40 100.50 101.70
GSPL 216.85 226.45 216.75 219.15
NESTLEIND 14295.95 14307.20 14150.00 14159.50
ITI 89.35 90.45 86.40 87.05
TORNTPOWER 278.95 279.20 269.90 272.65
BOSCHLTD 15716.30 15724.10 15100.00 15179.75
INFIBEAM 50.30 51.25 48.75 49.15
CUB 234.70 236.80 228.80 233.45
TATACHEM 675.90 675.90 658.00 664.25
INOXLEISUR 376.90 376.95 359.20 364.85
MAHINDCIE 152.80 152.80 144.65 147.90
FORCEMOT 1040.00 1052.55 1015.00 1019.00
NOCIL 104.35 104.35 97.00 97.35
GMRINFRA 21.40 21.40 20.20 20.35
CASTROLIND 137.50 137.65 134.10 134.50
BAJAJELEC 327.75 327.75 320.30 321.95
GODREJAGRO 509.70 515.00 498.80 499.50
SIEMENS 1485.00 1489.25 1457.75 1475.25
BDL 307.00 310.60 297.30 301.40
MAGMA 50.70 51.50 48.60 49.05
ICICIGI 1372.75 1378.00 1353.70 1360.80
JPASSOCIAT 2.49 2.59 2.41 2.41
ASTRAZEN 2717.10 2770.00 2641.00 2654.40
OIL 158.95 159.70 154.30 156.00
INDIACEM 76.85 76.85 74.50 74.70
CYIENT 392.90 402.40 391.00 397.35
AMARAJABAT 738.10 741.45 724.60 728.70
RELCAPITAL 13.20 13.30 12.55 12.55
TATACOFFEE 97.00 98.25 94.60 97.55
JSWENERGY 77.15 77.20 72.45 73.35
SOUTHBANK 11.00 11.04 10.74 10.79
DBL 390.00 394.85 376.15 379.35
PFIZER 4338.40 4385.00 4275.15 4311.85
COFFEEDAY 49.00 50.30 47.40 48.00
ALLCARGO 97.00 98.90 94.15 97.00
BLISSGVS 141.70 141.70 139.05 141.45
GODREJPROP 899.00 899.25 884.65 885.40
COCHINSHIP 400.50 401.05 391.50 393.50
RELINFRA 24.20 24.30 22.75 22.75
MASFIN 765.00 798.00 750.00 779.90
IPCALAB 1105.00 1115.10 1066.55 1090.00
WHIRLPOOL 2410.05 2410.05 2324.35 2347.70
GNFC 182.10 182.95 177.25 178.20
LTTS 1490.50 1515.00 1472.05 1510.95
FDC 192.00 211.00 191.60 204.60
MEGH 49.30 51.60 49.30 50.55
NATIONALUM 43.65 43.95 42.95 43.20
RADICO 305.00 309.70 300.50 302.00
BHARATFORG 444.85 447.45 440.20 440.20
GICRE 260.00 260.50 248.00 249.55
PHILIPCARB 119.40 119.70 115.85 116.45
FRETAIL 339.10 339.10 328.65 332.75
RPOWER 3.60 3.60 3.39 3.39
DEEPAKNI 341.85 345.65 330.10 332.80
BAJAJCON 243.00 243.00 239.55 241.50
RITES 280.30 281.55 279.00 279.80
WESTLIFE 358.40 368.60 352.00 352.00
LALPATHLAB 1668.00 1689.00 1658.70 1670.00
INDIANB 123.60 124.10 118.70 119.10
ABBOTINDIA 12784.80 12815.00 12750.00 12805.00
NIITTECH 1470.00 1490.00 1460.00 1462.90
AUBANK 811.00 814.70 798.00 802.15
AAVAS 1755.15 1794.00 1740.00 1760.00
INDHOTEL 150.90 150.90 146.20 148.25
CREDITACC 810.00 829.60 800.00 800.00
HUDCO 38.25 38.40 35.70 36.20
BIRLACORPN 673.00 673.00 639.00 644.00
METROPOLIS 1372.00 1375.00 1350.00 1360.30
LUXIND 1409.75 1441.95 1365.00 1388.00
IIFL 159.90 161.80 150.55 152.20
NIACL 148.95 148.95 140.75 141.60
PARAGMILK 144.00 149.00 142.30 145.20
TRIDENT 71.60 71.60 68.60 68.80
DALBHARAT 852.60 860.80 839.95 845.00
UBL 1255.00 1255.00 1212.00 1218.40
RCF 47.55 47.60 45.60 46.25
CENTRALBK 21.00 21.20 18.95 19.75
HINDZINC 211.80 213.85 210.05 210.90
SUDARSCHEM 409.00 409.00 384.00 388.00
KEC 271.35 273.00 268.75 271.95
RAIN 104.40 104.40 97.15 97.60
FSL 40.75 40.75 39.15 39.70
VGUARD 229.30 229.60 225.25 225.85
TRENT 500.00 508.80 495.75 499.40
RALLIS 181.60 184.80 175.45 180.10
JINDALSAW 75.80 76.00 73.35 74.30
DHFL 18.10 18.15 17.10 17.10
PTC 54.40 54.50 53.40 53.40
BBTC 1090.30 1090.30 1045.00 1050.90
KTKBANK 74.50 75.25 74.00 74.25
J&KBANK 31.85 32.45 30.55 31.15
SCHNEIDER 66.80 67.50 65.40 65.50
EMAMILTD 320.55 321.90 317.00 318.00
NESCO 645.00 647.35 623.40 631.15
VBL 718.85 723.20 701.25 706.50
CHOLAFIN 302.70 303.30 296.30 299.65
KEI 504.00 505.45 491.00 495.25
WABAG 164.00 173.70 164.00 165.55
IDFC 36.00 36.00 33.60 33.95

KRBL 209.00 216.35 203.00 204.30
JISLJALEQS 9.94 9.94 9.09 9.13
NHPC 24.05 24.10 23.80 23.95
ASTRAL 1193.45 1193.45 1147.05 1151.60
RVNL 24.00 24.00 23.55 23.60
SYMPHONY 1118.20 1118.20 1090.00 1109.00
HFCL 18.85 18.95 17.80 17.90
MOTILALOFS 753.00 753.00 724.95 730.35
BALMLAWRIE 199.75 199.75 189.70 190.10
DCBBANK 175.80 178.55 173.55 176.20
PGHH 11411.35 11500.00 11088.60 11467.05
TV18BRDCST 23.00 23.00 21.90 22.00
CORPBANK 25.60 25.60 23.85 24.25
HEIDELBERG 182.75 184.40 180.50 181.60
ALBK 23.00 23.10 22.20 22.35
RELAXO 610.00 610.00 597.00 601.70
KANSAINER 521.35 529.00 506.45 523.00
DCAL 121.90 126.20 121.85 123.85
GREAVESCOT 133.50 133.50 128.75 129.05
UCOBANK 17.20 17.25 16.10 16.25
LTI 1649.90 1666.00 1649.90 1659.05
JAGRAN 62.20 63.15 60.25 61.95
SJVN 24.80 24.95 24.75 24.75
WELCORP 135.60 136.20 132.80 132.80
IRCON 402.30 408.55 396.50 399.30
HONAUT 26430.50 26691.00 26136.05 26245.85
ENGINERSIN 103.95 104.00 102.50 102.70
ORIENTELEC 196.60 197.50 187.90 190.35
VINATIORGA 1931.20 2016.00 1931.20 1980.00
SUNDRMFAST 467.40 467.40 456.20 459.20
GESHIP 305.00 305.00 295.50 295.50
HSCL 61.00 61.85 60.35 60.85
JMFINANCIL 86.10 89.25 85.15 88.40
TATAMETALI 600.00 602.90 571.00 583.35
FINEORG 1909.90 1909.90 1860.00 1891.85
PGHL 4327.15 4330.00 4236.35 4255.00
GSFC 69.35 69.60 68.05 68.20
FCONSUMER 25.30 25.50 24.30 24.45
NAVINFLUOR 872.75 892.00 857.00 881.30
COROMANDEL 491.30 497.80 483.05 495.60
OFSS 2930.00 2947.05 2917.90 2930.25
KALPATPOWR 440.45 441.50 433.00 435.50
WELSPUNIND 50.40 50.90 49.20 49.45
CENTURYPLY 171.40 171.40 164.90 165.10
ESSELPRO 152.70 154.50 149.05 152.85
RCOM 1.01 1.01 1.01 1.01
ALKEM 2092.45 2092.65 2050.30 2091.00
CHAMBLFERT 146.20 149.05 145.05 145.80
GODREJIND 437.00 437.00 432.00 433.00
IFCI 6.95 7.03 6.70 6.75
NATCOPHARM 590.10 601.00 590.10 593.90
QUESS 489.45 489.45 475.00 477.15
MINDACORP 94.25 95.25 90.50 91.40
INOXWIND 44.10 45.40 39.50 40.00
NETWORK18 29.05 29.20 27.20 28.20
KAJARIACER 517.50 520.00 514.00 514.40
MINDAIND 340.00 344.55 334.25 342.55
JSL 37.65 38.50 36.65 38.45
3MINDIA 21885.00 21885.00 21610.00 21700.00
SHOPERSTOP 348.00 360.75 344.40 357.45
HATHWAY 22.80 22.80 20.20 20.20
CGPOWER 12.61 13.00 12.14 12.25
MOIL 135.95 135.95 134.30 135.15
JKCEMENT 1153.00 1165.70 1129.00 1137.15
GALAXYSURF 1441.70 1457.15 1420.90 1450.30
SYNGENE 306.90 309.30 304.45 307.35
ITDCEM 57.05 59.00 54.90 54.90
JAMNAAUTO 43.25 43.25 40.10 40.15
AJANTPHARM 984.80 984.80 975.60 981.00
SANOFI 7055.80 7058.95 6945.95 6986.25
CAPPL 311.05 312.50 309.00 312.50
BLUEDART 2263.05 2311.00 2218.10 2223.60
FORTIS 138.15 138.70 137.00 137.25
UFLEX 206.00 206.00 191.90 191.90
GSKCONS 8914.00 8914.00 8737.20 8775.30
TEAMLEASE 2472.00 2472.00 2341.00 2355.05
SUPREMEIND 1131.00 1132.00 1118.30 1118.30
LAKSHVILAS 20.95 21.40 19.75 19.90
GHCL 216.00 216.00 197.05 197.35
APLAPOLLO 1572.80 1594.80 1552.20 1561.50
PNCINFRA 202.00 202.00 196.95 197.10
GAYAPROJ 71.55 72.95 70.00 72.40
ASHOKA 93.65 93.75 91.50 92.80
SHANKARA 314.70 319.85 295.05 297.95
PIIND 1524.80 1529.95 1473.75 1483.25
PHOENIXLTD 757.35 760.00 747.05 747.05
ZYDUSWELL 1401.05 1521.95 1401.05 1426.20
ECLERX 504.50 510.30 485.10 490.85
NBVENTURES 73.25 73.70 71.00 72.85
BLUESTARCO 808.50 811.00 800.40 801.00
LINDEINDIA 639.00 652.45 622.05 622.05
ATUL 4045.90 4052.80 4013.85 4024.10

TIMETECHNO 50.00 50.80 47.70 47.70
TTKPRESTIG 5605.60 5669.85 5539.45 5557.00
MAHSCOOTER 4447.40 4541.75 4419.65 4500.00
INTELLECT 150.90 152.80 150.90 151.85
SOBHA 398.15 400.55 392.50 394.30
RAMCOCEM 789.00 791.35 776.65 787.10
CHENNPETRO 117.30 117.75 114.55 114.55
REDINGTON 111.05 111.50 109.00 109.85
EIHOTEL 152.00 154.50 148.50 154.50
CHOLAHLDNG 490.10 498.80 487.80 489.40
JKLAKSHMI 289.00 293.40 281.20 281.20
CARERATING 479.60 481.00 476.50 480.05
BAJAJHLDNG 3549.00 3549.00 3410.00 3417.45
AEGISLOG 195.50 196.00 191.00 191.35
SOLARINDS 1045.00 1050.00 1021.40 1036.50
CRISIL 1652.50 1653.35 1637.85 1645.00
SOMANYCERA 219.20 226.65 217.00 220.10
BASF 990.85 990.85 969.50 976.20
INDOSTAR 180.00 181.00 175.25 176.30
TIMKEN 865.00 869.90 853.55 857.30
GEPIL 748.75 760.00 721.00 721.00
DEEPAKFERT 92.05 93.00 90.75 90.90
MAXINDIA 78.95 78.95 75.50 76.00
FINOLEXIND 576.00 576.10 565.00 565.00
DHANUKA 313.00 328.80 310.00 315.90
FINCABLES 361.70 361.70 347.05 354.00
SONATSOFTW 300.00 301.60 298.40 299.90
EVEREADY 53.75 53.85 52.90 53.50
APLLTD 558.40 562.00 556.00 560.70
GICHSGFIN 154.60 155.90 152.00 152.95
WABCOINDIA 6239.00 6251.00 6210.00 6210.00
HAL 765.00 772.50 760.00 762.00
IOB 10.29 10.41 10.10 10.13
KNRCON 226.95 228.00 224.00 224.00
SHILPAMED 345.00 346.00 298.50 307.00
MRPL 46.55 48.50 46.10 46.40
HERITGFOOD 365.15 366.90 352.60 361.80
LEMONTREE 63.70 63.70 61.55 61.55
JCHAC 2080.00 2142.70 1966.05 1979.00
TNPL 180.00 180.25 170.35 171.05
TEJASNET 95.05 95.05 90.85 91.20
SYNDIBANK 29.00 29.00 27.60 28.00
TCNSBRANDS 693.25 693.25 674.20 674.20
PRSMJOHNSN 66.35 66.50 64.60 64.60
MAHLOG 401.00 414.90 391.00 405.00
ANDHRABANK 18.25 18.25 17.60 17.70
NILKAMAL 1299.00 1306.10 1286.65 1293.00
THYROCARE 577.25 580.00 563.30 569.10
LAXMIMACH 3295.00 3295.05 3261.00 3264.80
TATAINVEST 819.85 821.85 803.00 810.55
SREINFRA 8.33 8.40 7.90 8.01
CENTRUM 21.95 22.35 20.85 21.85
THERMAX 998.10 1003.50 981.60 981.60
AKZOINDIA 1970.00 1976.35 1893.60 1909.20
VTL 924.85 948.00 910.50 911.20
GPPL 90.00 90.00 83.40 83.60
GRINDWELL 587.45 587.45 570.00 574.35
VARROC 430.30 430.30 414.00 420.20
GUJALKALI 394.50 405.30 394.00 395.85
CCL 199.30 201.50 197.10 197.10
TAKE 96.75 97.00 94.20 94.70
TIINDIA 482.50 484.00 474.20 476.75
REPCOHOME 295.20 297.05 290.00 290.10
GULFOILLUB 783.00 798.80 782.60 790.00
JYOTHYLAB 165.90 166.15 163.95 164.50
MAHLIFE 372.15 378.80 370.00 378.70
CARBORUNIV 323.05 328.60 319.50 322.25
AIAENG 1634.20 1649.60 1634.20 1644.35
JBCHEPHARM 405.40 406.00 402.10 402.10
NLCINDIA 54.40 54.65 54.30 54.65
ASTERDM 156.40 156.40 153.65 153.65
IEX 140.15 140.60 140.00 140.00
LAURUSLABS 342.60 344.00 337.50 337.50
MAHABANK 12.70 12.70 11.95 11.95
SKFINDIA 2131.55 2145.60 2114.40 2126.70
VSTIND 4399.90 4399.90 4170.10 4248.00
TVSSRICHAK 1744.00 1744.00 1708.30 1709.40
SCHAEFFLER 4405.45 4468.90 4301.05 4463.05
APARINDS 438.30 439.25 428.60 430.65
SADBHAV 122.45 123.35 119.75 120.20
STARCEMENT 92.00 93.55 90.45 90.45
GMDCLTD 57.20 57.35 55.50 56.05
CERA 2524.15 2542.15 2514.30 2542.00
SHK 105.40 105.40 103.00 103.80
ENDURANCE 1063.75 1069.75 1047.50 1048.00
ZENSARTECH 184.55 186.00 184.00 184.50
GDL 98.50 98.65 97.00 98.00
JSLHISAR 69.80 69.80 67.15 68.00
TVTODAY 267.70 268.00 258.30 258.75
MAHSEAMLES 373.20 373.20 356.70 362.75
DBCORP 141.30 141.40 137.30 138.50
IFBIND 625.60 625.60 605.70 607.50
RATNAMANI 983.00 990.25 979.65 986.00
CHALET 341.25 342.15 328.00 340.00
HIMATSEIDE 129.95 130.75 127.30 128.40
VMART 1705.35 1717.40 1692.00 1692.00
SUPRAJIT 174.15 177.80 174.15 177.35
UNITEDBNK 8.90 8.90 8.69 8.71
MHRIL 215.30 216.60 213.95 213.95
GET&D 150.50 151.50 146.00 146.55
TRITURBINE 93.00 95.90 92.15 95.90
ORIENTCEM 75.20 75.20 74.10 74.90
LAOPALA 133.50 134.80 133.00 133.05
JSWHL 2358.55 2358.55 2275.95 2275.95
SHRIRAMCIT 1414.30 1414.30 1378.00 1404.75
FLFL 400.40 405.60 390.00 396.25
KPRMILL 659.10 659.10 656.70 656.70
SIS 917.90 917.90 917.25 917.25

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 12047.35 12057.05 11888.85 11921.50 -96.90
INFRATEL 247.60 262.00 247.55 259.00 12.95
KOTAKBANK 1650.00 1680.00 1643.30 1676.25 26.95
JSWSTEEL 252.90 256.70 250.10 253.30 1.85
TATASTEEL 401.45 407.50 393.85 401.95 2.15
DRREDDY 2887.70 2949.00 2871.65 2881.00 9.40
RELIANCE 1553.00 1568.00 1541.10 1554.50 3.65
ASIANPAINT 1722.90 1747.60 1712.85 1719.30 3.45
TCS 2124.00 2128.00 2101.00 2123.65 2.35
ULTRACEMCO 4180.00 4196.20 4124.20 4161.20 0.25
HDFCBANK 1248.95 1260.00 1238.20 1245.40 -0.20
INFY 715.95 720.00 709.60 714.50 -0.35
HCLTECH 563.90 567.05 558.65 560.00 -0.90
VEDL 143.30 144.35 140.60 142.00 -0.50
BRITANNIA 3090.05 3098.20 3059.70 3071.20 -11.70
GRASIM 775.00 779.65 764.10 766.10 -3.20
HINDUNILVR 2044.00 2049.00 2022.00 2027.80 -9.65
HINDALCO 199.00 200.70 195.65 197.50 -1.05
ICICIBANK 530.05 533.50 521.65 525.25 -2.85
POWERGRID 187.45 188.15 185.85 186.25 -1.05
BPCL 491.00 496.50 483.50 488.95 -2.90
BAJFINANCE 4010.00 4027.80 3927.40 3958.95 -31.90
WIPRO 243.70 244.50 240.35 241.50 -2.20
TECHM 763.20 771.35 755.55 758.00 -6.90
BHARTIARTL 451.90 452.40 442.85 442.95 -4.40
UPL 570.90 570.90 558.15 563.00 -5.55
NESTLEIND 14301.00 14324.35 14149.00 14150.00 -139.65
BAJAJ-AUTO 3243.10 3258.00 3193.10 3210.00 -33.10
ADANIPORTS 370.65 371.30 363.40 364.60 -3.80
LT 1308.85 1309.00 1283.10 1287.85 -14.35
TITAN 1189.80 1189.80 1168.90 1170.55 -13.70
BAJAJFINSV 9012.00 9035.50 8824.25 8860.00 -105.50
NTPC 114.70 114.70 112.20 112.70 -1.40
IOC 125.90 126.90 123.85 124.40 -1.55
CIPLA 463.00 467.00 454.00 455.50 -6.10
HEROMOTOCO2411.00 2416.60 2351.00 2363.00 -33.60
AXISBANK 732.80 735.25 715.00 718.00 -11.25
ITC 247.00 247.15 242.50 243.00 -3.95
MARUTI 7012.85 7050.00 6864.10 6886.75 -126.10
ONGC 129.50 129.50 126.30 126.50 -2.40
SUNPHARMA 440.30 444.20 427.00 428.40 -8.30
EICHERMOT 21500.00 21634.65 20665.00 20920.05 -497.00
COALINDIA 196.40 197.00 190.90 191.45 -4.95
M&M 527.80 527.90 508.10 510.00 -14.75
HDFC 2326.50 2335.00 2246.45 2262.00 -65.55
TATAMOTORS 167.00 168.00 160.05 161.05 -5.05
GAIL 121.30 121.70 115.85 117.15 -4.05
INDUSINDBK 1517.00 1518.65 1456.00 1458.70 -51.05
ZEEL 298.00 302.40 283.40 286.20 -13.85
SBIN 336.70 337.65 318.00 318.20 -18.00
YESBANK 60.10 60.75 55.15 55.60 -6.50

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28221.20 28264.95 27741.55 27854.05 -291.50
COLPAL 1453.00 1494.00 1453.00 1479.90 29.10
BERGEPAINT 495.00 515.65 495.00 500.50 7.00
BIOCON 288.05 293.35 286.05 289.20 2.60
NHPC 23.90 24.10 23.80 24.05 0.20
PGHH 11474.80 11525.00 11402.00 11445.00 94.75
PIDILITIND 1312.90 1338.00 1308.15 1318.90 7.95
MOTHERSUMI 131.55 134.00 131.30 132.45 0.75
INDIGO 1325.00 1335.00 1305.55 1325.55 4.30
NMDC 110.30 111.45 109.10 110.00 0.35
HDFCLIFE 577.75 579.20 571.25 576.55 0.65
ASHOKLEY 76.90 77.20 75.65 76.50 0.05
SIEMENS 1483.70 1489.65 1456.40 1476.95 -2.10
AMBUJACEM 202.15 203.00 199.35 200.85 -0.35
SBILIFE 971.00 974.00 945.20 963.00 -3.40
ICICIGI 1374.70 1378.80 1352.25 1360.00 -6.20
SHREECEM 20490.00 20578.50 20239.85 20290.00 -102.55
HINDZINC 211.50 213.95 210.00 210.60 -1.25
DABUR 468.75 471.85 460.90 463.25 -2.85
HDFCAMC 3225.00 3264.90 3175.20 3180.00 -21.20
HINDPETRO 265.00 269.00 262.00 264.00 -1.90
AUROPHARMA 449.15 454.95 442.25 445.55 -3.60
CADILAHC 258.00 260.95 253.00 255.30 -2.35
ACC 1496.00 1501.50 1462.55 1479.00 -14.00
ICICIPRULI 494.00 500.25 489.20 490.00 -4.90
GODREJCP 672.00 684.40 662.30 665.00 -6.80
BAJAJHLDNG 3457.80 3457.80 3405.10 3414.00 -34.85
OFSS 2945.45 2974.75 2915.00 2920.00 -31.05
PAGEIND 22091.00 22091.00 21654.65 21700.00 -254.40
CONCOR 567.60 576.00 555.60 560.85 -6.75
DIVISLAB 1802.00 1824.00 1772.55 1780.15 -21.35
UBL 1232.15 1237.90 1211.45 1214.00 -16.35
DLF 221.90 222.50 216.00 217.95 -3.15
MCDOWELL-N 603.30 605.95 586.45 591.20 -9.25
HAVELLS 670.95 670.95 652.35 660.00 -10.40
DMART 1826.00 1834.80 1795.00 1796.30 -28.45
PETRONET 271.50 273.70 266.80 268.05 -4.40
MARICO 348.50 349.75 338.85 341.30 -6.70
L&TFH 115.60 116.40 111.75 113.10 -2.45
NIACL 147.50 148.50 140.50 141.05 -3.05
GICRE 258.45 260.40 247.80 249.95 -6.10
BANDHANBNK 580.25 581.25 551.40 563.50 -13.90
LUPIN 783.00 786.00 759.00 759.00 -20.65
SRTRANSFIN 1108.20 1108.80 1069.00 1071.20 -37.60
PNB 62.55 62.70 59.90 60.15 -2.15
BOSCHLTD 15615.00 15725.00 15097.25 15110.00 -548.30
PEL 1721.90 1724.45 1629.75 1643.25 -63.25
IBULHSGFIN 287.90 295.20 270.15 273.50 -11.60
PFC 114.80 115.70 107.20 109.25 -5.65
IDEA 7.10 7.35 6.65 6.90 -0.40
BANKBARODA 103.30 103.65 96.20 96.55 -5.70
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House Democrats moved
aggressively to draw up
formal articles of

impeachment against President
Donald Trump on Thursday,
with Speaker Nancy Pelosi say-
ing he “leaves us no choice” but
to act swiftly because he's like-
ly to corrupt the system again
unless removed before next
year's election.

A strictly partisan effort at
this point, derided immediate-
ly by Trump and other leading
Republicans as a sham and a
hoax, it is a politically risky
undertaking. Democrats say it
is their duty, in the aftermath
of the Ukraine probe, while
Republicans say it will drive
Pelosi’s majority from office.

Congress must act, Pelosi
said. “The democracy is what
is at stake.”

“The president’s actions
have seriously violated the
Constitution,” she said in a
somber address at the Capitol.
“He is trying to corrupt, once
again, the election for his own
benefit. The president has
engaged in abuse of power,
undermining our national
security and jeopardizing the
integrity of our elections.”

Trump has insisted he did
nothing wrong. He tweeted
that the Democrats “have gone
crazy.”

At the core of the impeach-
ment probe is a July phone call
with the president of Ukraine,
in which Trump pressed the
leader to investigate

Democrats, including political
rival Joe Biden. At the same
time the White House was
withholding military aid from
Ukraine, an ally bordering an
aggressive Russia.

Drafting articles of
impeachment is a milestone
moment, only the fourth time
in US history Congress has
tried to remove a president, and
it intensifies the rigid and
polarizing partisanship of the
Trump era that is consuming
Washington and dividing the
nation.

The speaker delivered her
historic announcement in

solemn tones at the Capitol,
drawing on the Constitution
and the Founding Fathers in
forcefully claiming Congress'
oversight of the president in the
nation's system of checks and
balances. Democrats are
already beginning to prepare
the formal charges, pushing
toward House votes, possibly
before Christmas.

“Sadly, but with confidence
and humility, with allegiance to
our founders and a heart full of
love for America, today I am
asking our chairmen to pro-
ceed with articles of impeach-
ment,” Pelosi said.

Seemingly eager to fight,
Trump tweeted that if
Democrats “are going to
impeach me, do it now, fast."
Though he has fought the
House investigation, trying to
bar current and former officials
from testifying, he said he now
wants to move on to a “fair
trial” in the Senate.

Approval of articles of
impeachment is considered
likely in the Democratic-major-
ity House. Conviction in a fol-
lowing trial in the Republican-
dominated Senate seems very
unlikely. Once reluctant to
pursue impeachment, warning

it was too divisive for the
country and needed to be
bipartisan, Pelosi is now lead-
ing Congress into politically
uncertain terrain for all sides
just ahead of the election year.

Republican are standing
lockstep with Trump,
unswayed by arguments that
his actions amount to wrong-
doing, let alone impeachable
offenses. That is leaving
Democrats to go it alone in a
campaign to consider remov-
ing the 45th president from
office.

At a town hall late
Thursday on CNN, Pelosi said
she would have no regrets if
impeachment ended up help-
ing Trump’s re-election effort.
“This isn't about politics at all,"
she said. "It's about honoring
our oath of office" — to defend
the constitution.

Pelosi has emphasized the
Russia connection, from special
counsel Robert Mueller’s probe
into 2016 election interference
to the president’s phone call this
summer with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
that set off alarms in
Washington. Russia and
President Vladimir Putin ben-
efited most from Trump’s
actions toward Ukraine, she
said. “All roads lead to Putin.
Understand that,” she declared
at a morning news conference
at the Capitol. “That was the a-
ha moment.”

She spoke solemnly and
calmly, but that changed when
she was asked as she was leav-
ing if she hates Trump.
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US President Donald Trump
on Thursday joked about

a “Russia room” inside the
White House after a visiting
Russian envoy told him that
during a tour of the building,
he came across a China room
but not one named after his
country.

The lighter exchange
between Trump and the
Russian envoy happened dur-
ing a luncheon meeting the
president had at the White
House with members of the
UN Security Council. Russia is
a permanent member of the
UN Security Council.

Trump had invited the
UNSC members to the White
House for a meeting on the
occasion of the US being the
president of the 15-membered
powerful UN organ for
December. The UN Security
Council has a rotating month-
ly presidency.

It all started with the
remarks of the Chinese
Ambassador to the UN, Zhang
Jun. “We have made a tour
around this — a number of
rooms — the green one, the red
one, and also the China Room,
he said. “We were very much
impressed.”

Soon, the Russian
Ambassador to the UN, Vasily
Nebenzya, told Trump that he
did not see a “Russia room”
inside the White Hosue. 

“We saw the China Room,
but we didn’t see the Russia
Room yet,” he said.

“Oh, well, we’ll have to take

care of it,” said Trump joking-
ly amidst laughter.

The Russian envoy joked
that there is one, but it is “a
secret”. “Maybe .. which is a top
secret here. We couldn’t dis-
cover it,” he said. 

“We’ll take care of it,”
Trump reiterated jokingly.
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The US wants India to
ensure that its data locali-

sation plan does not “stymie
growth” and American finan-
cial transaction companies are
treated “fairly”, Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin has
said. Mnuchin also insisted
that America has no problem
if countries want to have local
data for regulatory purposes as
long as they do not eliminate it
outside the country.

Data localisation is the
practice of physically storing
data on servers located within
a country’s territory. 

The Reserve Bank of India
had, in April last year, asked
payment firms to ensure their
data were stored exclusively on
local servers, setting a tight six-
month deadline for compli-
ance.

US firms like Google,
Mastercard, Visa and Amazon
have lobbied against data local-
isation rules around the world

including India, stressing that
it would make their operations
more complicated and costly.
The issue is one of the sticking
points between India and the
US in their trade negotiations.  

Mnuchin, who was recent-
ly in India, said that this had
been an issue of discussion
between the two countries. 

The US has been in con-
versation with India on the
issue of data localisation,
Mnuchin told members of the
House Financial Services
Committee during a
Congressional hearing on
Thursday. 

“In my recent trip, we’ve
had very specific conversa-
tions. We’ve been dealing with
them over the last year on this
issue. We want to make sure,
one, that US companies are
treated fairly and can compete,”
he said.

“We have no issues with if
countries want to have local
data for regulatory purposes
they do that. It’s the issue of

then eliminating data outside it,
and I think, as you know, we’re
in a global economy,” Mnuchin
said.

“So this is a complicated
issue that we continue to work
on to make sure that our finan-
cial services companies are
treated fairly,” said the Treasury
Secretary in response to a
question from Congressman
David Frank Kustoff.

“We’ve read the press
accounts about how India is
trying to raise the bar as it
relates to the data localisation,
and frankly the restrictions on
free trade as it relates to star-
tups and other companies. Can
you talk about what the barri-
ers are for US companies oper-
ating now in India and what
effect that could have?” Kustoff
asked. Describing data securi-
ty as an issue of critical impor-
tance, Mnuchin said the US
wants to make sure that data
localisation “doesn’t stymie
growth” in transactions.  

The Indian government

on Wednesday approved the
Personal Data Protection Bill
that will spell out a framework
for handling of personal data
including its processing by
public and private entities.

The bill is likely to contain
broad guidelines on collec-
tion, storage and processing of
personal data, consent of indi-
viduals, penalties and com-
pensation, code of conduct
and an enforcement model. 

A company’s executive in-
charge of conduct of the data
business would face a jail term
of up to three years if found
guilty of knowingly matching
anonymous data with publicly
available information to find
out the identity of an individ-
ual — called as ‘re-identify de-
identified data’ in technical
parlance.

Social media companies
will be required to come up
with a mechanism to identify
users on their platform who are
willing to be identified on a vol-
untary basis.
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Iranian security forces may
have killed more than 1,000

people since protests over a
steep hike in petrol prices
erupted last month, the US has
claimed, urging the interna-
tional community to stand
united with America against
the regime’s “abhorrent and
unacceptable” treatment of its
people. Violent protests broke
out in Iran on November 15
after the government hiked
fuel prices by as much as 200
per cent.

The Iranian authorities
have dismissed the high death
tolls reported by foreign
sources as “utter lies”, but have
acknowledged that five people,
four security personnel and one
civilian, were killed in the
unrest.

“As the truth is trickling out
of Iran, it appears the regime
could have murdered over
1,000 Iranian citizens since
the protests began,” State

Department Special
Representative for Iran Brian
Hook told reporters here on
Thursday.

The US has received more
than 32,000 videos of protestors
through a secure site and they
reveal the brutality of the
regime, Hook said, adding that
the State Department was look-
ing at each one of them.

Iran has given no official
death toll but Amnesty
International said on Monday
that it had documented the
deaths of at least 208 protest-
ers, making the unrest the
bloodiest since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

Tehran’s clerical rulers have
blamed “thugs” linked to its
opponents in exile and the
country’s main foreign foes -
the US, Israel and Saudi Arabia
- for the protests.

Referring to some of the
videos, Hook said that in
Mahshahr, a city in southwest
Iran, a number of Iranian
demonstrators blocked a road

when the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) opened fire without
warning, killing several people.

“Many of the protesters
fled to nearby marshlands to
escape. The IRGC tracked
them down and surrounded
them with machine guns
mounted on trucks. They then
sprayed the protesters with
bullets. Between the rounds of
machine-gun fire, the screams
of the victims can be heard,” he
said.

In this one incident alone,
the regime murdered as many
as 100 Iranians and possibly
more, he said.

“We cannot be certain
because the regime blocks
information. Among those
murdered are at least a dozen
children, including 13 and 14-
year-olds,” Hook said.

When it was over, the
regime loaded the bodies into
trucks, he said.

“We do not yet know
where these bodies were taken,

but we are learning more and
more about how the Iranian
regime treats its own people,”
he said.

The US calls for the imme-
diate release of all protesters
detained in prison, as well as all
the political prisoners current-
ly held by the regime, Hook
said.

“Now is the time for all
nations to stand with the
Iranian people, diplomatically
isolate the regime, and sanction
those officials who are respon-
sible for murdering innocent
Iranians,” he said.

“There has been an over-
whelming support for the
Iranian people by the American
people. It is clear there is a
bipartisan consensus that the
regime’s treatment of the
Iranian people is abhorrent
and unacceptable. We are uni-
fied here in the United States,
and the international commu-
nity likewise should be unified
and support the Iranian peo-
ple,” Hook said.
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The remaining signatories to
the faltering 2015 Iran

nuclear deal will meet in
Vienna on Friday with the
survival of the landmark agree-
ment at stake after Tehran
vowed to continue to breach
the deal’s limits on its nuclear
programme.

Envoys from Britain,
France, Germany, China,
Russia and Iran will take part
in the meeting, which is the
first time the six parties will
have gathered in this format
since July.

Since May, Iran has taken
a series of measures, including
stepping up uranium enrich-
ment, in breach of the 2015
deal, with another such move
likely in early January.

Iran insists that under the
agreement it has the right to
take these measures in retalia-
tion for the US’s withdrawal
from the deal in 2018 and reim-
position of crippling sanctions.

Since last month, European
members have in turn begun
raising the possibility of trig-
gering the so-called “dispute
resolution mechanism” fore-
seen in the accord, which could

lead to the resumption of UN
sanctions on Iran.

On the eve of what was
already likely to be a strained
meeting, Britain, France and
Germany accused Iran of
developing nuclear-capable bal-
listic missiles, in a letter to the
UN on Thursday.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Javad Zarif dismissed the alle-
gation as “desperate falsehood”.

However, despite the
mounting tension observers
say Britain, France and
Germany are unlikely to trig-
ger the dispute resolution
mechanism on Friday when

their diplomats attend the joint
commission meeting chaired
by senior EU official Helga-
Maria Schmid.

Analysts say if UN sanc-
tions are re-imposed and the
deal falls apart, Iran could also
withdraw from the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

“It’s not clear whether that’s
worth the benefit,” Ali Vaez
from the International Crisis
Group told AFP.

But he warned the risk of
the deal collapsing was increas-
ing as Iran was “running out of
measures that are easy to

reverse and non-controversial”.
“Both sides are locked into

an escalatory cycle that is just
very hard to imagine that they
would step away from,” he
said.

Francois Nicoullaud, for-
mer French ambassador to
Iran, also says tensions were
expected to continue to rise.

“Maybe it won’t be this
time, but (the deal falling apart)
will certainly be in the back-
ground of the discussions,”
Nicoullaud told AFP.

Iranian parliament speak-
er Ali Larijani warned Sunday
that if European partners trig-

gered the dispute mechanism,
Tehran may “seriously recon-
sider” its commitments to the
UN nuclear watchdog, the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), which moni-
tors the deal’s implementation.

European efforts to shield
Iran from the effects of US
sanctions by creating a mech-
anism to carry on legitimate
trade with the Islamic republic
have borne little fruit, much to
Tehran’s frustration.

The EU is growing increas-
ingly concerned by Tehran
rowing back from its commit-
ments.

The dispute resolution
mechanism in the deal has
numerous stages, but it can
eventually culminate in the
UN Security Council voting on
whether Iran should still have
relief from sanctions lifted
under the deal.

In such a scenario, says
Vaez, “we will have a major
non-proliferation crisis on our
hands in the sense that the
Russians and the Chinese have
already declared they would
not recognise the return of
(sanctions)”.

Vaez said in the end the
path to a diplomatic solution

would depend on Washington’s
next moves and whether it
would at least be willing to
relax its attempts to prevent
sales of Iranian oil, a vital
source of income for the coun-
try.

“The remaining parties to
the deal have proved inca-
pable of providing Iran with
any kind of breathing space,”
Vaez said.

Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani said Wednesday that
Tehran is willing to return to
the negotiating table if the
United States first drops sanc-
tions.
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The blockbuster growth in
the world’s major cities in

recent years will slow sharply in
2020 and 2021 as the global
trade slowdown takes its toll,
according to new research.

Nine of the top 10 biggest
global cities will slow next
year, with the stars of the US
Silicon Valley showing the
most dramatic signs of slam-
ming on the brakes, Oxford
Economics researchers found
in a report provided to AFP.

Looking further ahead,
while China’s metropolitan
areas have borne the brunt of
the trade conflict, they will
bump US cities out of the top
10, the latest annual Global

Cities Outlook said.
“The current slowdown in

the global economy is impact-
ing on the world’s major cities,”
the report said.

“Of the top 900, we expect
that just under two-thirds, 586,
will experience slower growth
in 2020-21 than in the past five
years.”

And Richard Holt, head of
Oxford’s Global Cities Research
team, said the trade war’s
impact and slowing commerce
overall goes beyond manufac-
turing.

Many cities are hit indi-
rectly because “anytime anyone
does a trade deal... there’s a
good chance an insurance deal
will be done related to that in
either New York or London,”

Holt told AFP.
“It’s a combination of

China slowing down for its
own reasons and the trade
war, and in the short-term the
problem in European manu-
facturing, and in particular
the German car industry, are all
coming together simultane-
ously,” Holt said.

Some cities, such as
Munich and Beijing, are cool-
ing due to domestic economic
factors.

London is the lone top-10
city expected to post a modest
improvement, after falling
sharply due to Brexit concerns.

The report projects it will
recover slightly to 2.1 per cent
a year in 2020-21 “from its sub-
standard growth of 1.5 per

cent a year in 2018-19.”
Most of the cities are track-

ing growth rates of their
national economies, and
Oxford economists use coun-
try-level GDP to calculate city
growth rates, while factoring in
demographics and other issues
particular to each municipali-
ty.

Oxford projects the US
economic growth to slow to 1.6
per cent next year, and 1.8 per
cent in 2021, while China dips
to 5.7 per cent and 5.6 percent,
and the UK to 1.0 and 1.9 per
cent.

American high tech cities,
which have outstripped US
growth in recent years, will be
the hardest hit by the cooling
expansion.
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Former Secretary of State
John Kerry on Thursday

endorsed Joe Biden for the
2020 presidential run, a move
that sends a strong signal that
the top Democratic leadership
is rallying behind the former
vice president to defeat
incumbent Donald Trump
next November.

Kerry, who will join the
77-year-old Biden at an elec-
tion rally in Iowa on Friday,
announced his endorsement
days after Senator Kamala
Harris, a strong contender,
suddenly dropped from the
race.

“I believe Joe Biden is the
President our country des-
perately needs right now, not
because I’ve known Joe so
long, but because I know Joe
so well. I’ve never before seen
the world more in need of

someone who on day one can
begin the incredible hard
work of putting back togeth-
er the world Donald Trump
has smashed apart,” Kerry
said.

Kerr y,  75,  was the
Secretary of State in the sec-
ond term of the Obama
Administration, before which
he was a five-term Senator
from Massachusetts. He also
was Chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee,
a position which he took over
from Biden when the later
became the Vice President.

“There has never been a
time more urgent for leader-
ship at home that can work for
the middle class and tackle
existential issues like climate
change where we are moving
dangerously backwards. Joe is
uniquely the person running
for president who can beat
Donald Trump and get to

work on day one at home and
in the world with no time to
waste,” Kerry said.

Confident that Biden will
defeat Trump, 73, Kerry said
the former vice president “is
the candidate with the wis-
dom and standing to fix what
Trump has broken, to restore
our place in the world, and
improve the lives of working
people here at home.”

Kerry is the fourth former
Obama-Biden cabinet mem-
ber to endorse Biden. 

His support comes a few
weeks after more than 130
national security and foreign
policy professionals endorsed
Biden as the best candidate to
restore America’s global lead-
ership.

Kerr y was the 2004
Democratic nominee for
President. The two served in
the Senate together for 24
years. “When Chairman Biden

became Vice President Biden,
he didn’t just hand me a gavel,
but a legacy of getting things
done with integrity and bipar-
tisanship, and shared experi-
ences on hundreds of thou-
sands of miles travelled
together building relation-
ships around the world,” he
said. 

“He was a partner work-
ing to pass the New Start
Treaty that made us safer
from the threat of nuclear
proliferation. I later became
Secretary of State, Joe was an
advocate and an ally on the
hardest issues, from diplo-
macy to end the Iranian
nuclear threat that Donald
Trump’s let back out of the
bottle, to building the mili-
tary and diplomatic strategy
that beat back ISIL and ulti-
mately routed them from the
territory they once held,”
Kerry said.
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One week before Britain
votes in a national elec-
tion, fractures were

emerging Thursday within jit-
tery political parties unsure
how a volatile electorate will
judge them.

The Brexit Party led by
Nigel Farage, which became the
UK’s top party in European
elections earlier this year, saw
four senior officials quit with a
broadside accusing Farage of
putting Britain’s exit from the
European Union at risk.

Meanwhile, Conservative
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
and main opposition Labour
Party leader Jeremy Corbyn
both faced criticism of their
moral character.

Appearing on “This
Morning” — a cozy morning
chat show — Johnson was
asked about a 1995 magazine
article in which he called the
children of single mothers “ill-
raised, ignorant, aggressive and
illegitimate.”

“You must be able to
understand how hurtful that is
to someone's feelings,” host
Holly Willoughby said.

Johnson swerved the ques-

tion, saying “I don’t think this
is the time to talk about articles
that were written a very long
time ago.”

Johnson has made offen-
sive comments much more
recently, including a newspaper
column last year in which he
called Muslim women who
wear face-covering veils “letter
boxes.”

Asked about that and other
comments, Johnson has said
he’s sorry if his words caused
hurt — but hasn’t apologized
for writing them.

All 650 seats in the House
of Commons are up for grabs
next week when voters will pass
judgment on an ill-tempered
and divisive election.

Johnson pushed for the
December vote, which is taking
place more than two years
early, in hopes of winning a
majority and breaking Britain’s
political impasse over Brexit.
He says that if the
Conservatives win a majority,
he will get Parliament to rati-
fy his Brexit divorce deal and
take the U.K. out of the EU by
the current Jan. 31 deadline.

Labour says it will negoti-
ate a new Brexit deal, then give
voters a choice between leaving

on those terms and remaining
in the bloc. It also has a radi-
cal domestic agenda, promising
to nationalize key industries
and utilities, hike the minimum
wage and give free internet
access to all.

Labour’s campaign has
been dogged by allegations
that leader Jeremy Corbyn —
a long-time champion of the
Palestinians — has allowed
anti-Jewish prejudice to fester
in the left-of-center party.

On Thursday, the Jewish
Labour Movement group cam-
paigning group, said it had
compiled sworn statements
from 70 present and former
Labour members and staffers.
They include allegations of
verbal and online abuse of
Jewish members and claims
that party officials blocked
complaints being properly
investigated.

The statements have been
submitted to the Equalities
and Human Rights
Commission, which is investi-
gating alleged anti-Semitism in
the party.

Sam Matthews, a former
head of Labour’s legal depart-
ment, said he and his team had
not received “support from

those above us to tackle the
problem effectively.”

“Anti-Semitism, Holocaust
denial and bullying — bullying
those who fight anti-Semitism
— are now commonplace,” he
told reporters.

Corbyn has called anti-
Semitism “a poison and an evil
in our society" and says he is
working to root it out of the
party. Corbyn said Thursday
that when he became Labour
leader in 2015, “there were no
processes in place to deal with
anti-Semitism.”

“We introduced an appeals
procedure to deal with it and
we introduced an education
process so that party members
understood the hurt that can be
caused by anti-Semitic remarks
or anti-Semitic behavior," he
said.

But many British Jews are
skeptical of his claims. Last
week, Britain’s Orthodox Chief
Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis, said
that “the very soul of our
nation is at stake” in the elec-
tion. He said Corbyn and his
allies had failed to stop anti-
Jewish prejudice and “hound-
ed” those who tried to chal-
lenge it.

Johnson’s Conservatives

are ahead in opinion polls,
but analysts say this election is
particularly hard to predict
because Brexit cuts across tra-
ditional party divides. The
2016 referendum on Britain’s
EU membership split the coun-
try into two camps: “leavers”
and “remainers.”

The Conservative lead sug-
gests the party has managed to
win over many Brexit-backing
voters, while Labour faces com-
petition for pro-EU electors
from the centrist Liberal
Democrats and several small-
er parties.

Johnson has campaigned
relentlessly on a vow to “get
Brexit done” by leaving the EU
on Jan. 31 — even though that
will only trigger the start of
months or years of complex
trade negotiations with the
bloc. Conservative consolida-
tion of the pro-“leave” vote
continued Thursday when four
Brexit Party representatives
quit the party to sit as inde-
pendents in the European
Parliament.

The four, who were among
29 Brexit Party members elect-
ed to the European legislature
in May, accused Farage of
putting Britain’s EU exit at risk

by siphoning pro-Brexit votes
from the Conservatives.

The Brexit Party is not
running in 317 Conservative-
held seats, but is fielding can-
didates in about 300 other
constituencies.

One of the four,
Annunziata Rees-Mogg, said “I
find it absolutely unbelievable
but tragic that the Brexit Party,
with so many wonderful peo-
ple dedicated to a cause, are
now the very party risking
Brexit.”

Farage’s party accused the
quartet of being in cahoots with
the Conservatives and noted
that Rees-Mogg’s brother Jacob
Rees-Mogg serves in Johnson’s
government

The Brexit Party was
founded earlier this year to
campaign for a definitive break
with the European Union,
arguing that the divorce terms
secured by the government
kept Britain too closely aligned
to the bloc’s rules. It won 30%
of British votes in May’s
European Parliament election.
But it holds no seats in Britain’s
Parliament, and has been hob-
bled by infighting over whether
to form an alliance with
Johnson’s Conservatives.

���� ;C48C4

British Prime
Minister Boris

Johnson is prepar-
ing to take on the
leader of the main
opposition Labour
Party in the last
major debate ahead
of next week’s gen-
eral election.

The head-to-
head contest Friday
comes amid an
ongoing controver-
sy over Johnson’s
decision to avoid
an in-depth inter-
view with the BBC’s
Andrew Neil. All
of the other candi-
dates have taken
part in such ques-
tioning, and Neil
has accused
Johnson of “running scared”.'

Johnson pushed for the
December vote, which is tak-
ing place more than two years
early, in hopes of winning a
majority and breaking Britain's
political impasse over Brexit.
He says that if the

Conservatives win a majority,
he will get Parliament to rati-
fy his Brexit divorce deal and
take the U.K. out of the EU by
the current Jan. 31 deadline.

All 650 seats in the House
of Commons are up for grabs
next Thursday.
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Ask voters in this pic-
turesque university town in

eastern Scotland how they’re
voting in next week’s election,
and they’re likely to transition
seamlessly from talking about
which candidate they want to
send to Parliament to dis-
cussing whether or not they
want another bite at voting for
Scottish independence, which
voters rejected in 2014.

The question of Scotland’s
independence from the rest of
the United Kingdom is not on
the ballot, but it’s uppermost in
the minds of many voters in St.
Andrews, and elsewhere in
Scotland, as they make their
final choices.

That’s because the decision
to take the United Kingdom
out of the European Union —
known as Brexit — has upend-
ed the political landscape and
exposed old divisions among
England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland, fraying the
ties that bind the UK In
Scotland, that means talk of
independence. In Northern

Ireland, it means fears that the
sectarian violence that plagued
it for decades could return.

These issues, and Brexit
itself, are just below the surface
in the Dec. 12 general election.
Rarely has an election been so
fraught with implications for
the future of the United
Kingdom, a structure often
taken for granted because of its
familiar symbols — the queen
who has reigned for more than
six decades, the Parliament
that is centuries old — but is
vulnerable as it engineers a rad-
ical change in its relations with
the rest of Europe.

Voters in Scotland over-
whelmingly chose to remain in
the EU in the 2016 referendum,
so it’s fair to say Scotland is
being dragged through Brexit
against its will.

The North East Fife district
that is home to St. Andrews was
the tightest in the United
Kingdom’s last general election
— only two votes meant victo-
ry for the Scottish Nationalists
over the Liberal Democrats in
2017 — and the foes are grap-
pling again. While they are

united in their rejection of
Brexit, they are divided over
whether Scotland should vote,
again, on its own indepen-
dence.

The Scottish Nationalists
say yes, that Brexit is so dire it
merits another vote on whether
Scotland, an economic player
in its own right, blessed with
ample energy resources, natural
beauty, and a rich tradition of
self-sufficiency, should forge its
own way as an independent
nation. The Liberals, mean-
while, remain committed to
remaining inside the U.K., even
if Britain extricates itself from
the European Union as sched-
uled on Jan. 31.

Retired boxer Chris
Honess has no doubt where he
stands: He’s going to vote
against the Scottish Nationalists
with the hope of quelling talk
of another independence ref-
erendum. He thinks the whole
structure of European defense
would be threatened if Scotland
breaks away.

“I am 100% against the
breakup of the United
Kingdom,” said Honess, 69. “I

think we’re very good at com-
plaining, actually the UK works
very, very well. If the SNP
(Scottish Nationalist Party)
were to succeed in breaking up
the United Kingdom that
would definitely weaken
NATO, and I’m a huge sup-
porter of NATO.”

If no party gets an outright
majority in the upcoming vote,
SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon had
made clear that any party look-
ing for her backing in a coalition
government will have to agree to
authorize Scotland to hold anoth-
er independence referendum —
and to accept the results.

John Curtice, a professor of
politics at the University of
Strathclyde, said the debate
over independence and Brexit
are now closely “interlaced” in
Scotland. He says the results in
North East Fife and many
Scottish districts in the coming
election are extremely hard to
predict. “When you’re talking
about Brexit, you’re also tend-
ing to talk about indepen-
dence,” he said. “Änd when
you’re talking about indepen-
dence, you’re also talking about

Brexit.”
It’s not just in Scotland. In

Northern Ireland, some believe
the election, if it brings the cur-
rent Brexit deal to reality, could
nudge Northern Ireland away
from the U.K. and closer to the
Republic of Ireland. That’s a
fraught issue.

The current Brexit plan,
which is expected to win swift
approval if Prime Minister
Boris Johnson’s Conservatives
win a majority, would keep
Northern Ireland bound more
closely to EU trade rules than
the rest of the U.K. in order to
avoid border checks with EU
member Ireland. That, in turn,
could mean new checks on
trade between Northern
Ireland and other parts of the
U.K. Some who fervently want
— or fear— a united Ireland
believe that might be a fateful
first step toward that end. And
any changes, even small ones,
to the delicate balance that
defines Northern Ireland’s sta-
tus could have big conse-
quences.

Back in Scotland, heavily
tattooed hairstylist Craig Boyd,

who runs a small salon, says
he’s backing the Scottish
Nationalists next week with
hopes of getting a chance to
vote on independence again.
He says that’s far more impor-
tant to him than the Brexit
issue. “I voted for indepen-
dence the first time around,
and I’ll vote for it the second
time around,” he said.
“Whether that is under remain-
ing in the (European) single
market and the union, who
knows? But either way I’d like
to see independence for
Scotland.”

But Johnnie Balfour, whose
family has operated Balbirnie
Farm since 1642, is tired of all
the back and forth over inde-
pendence. He remembers that
voters were told ahead of the
2014 vote that this was a “once
in a generation” decision — he
doesn’t want to revisit it just five
years later. “It’s another form of
uncertainty,” he said. “The fact
that we are still going on about
it…. Let’s run this country in
the way that we voted to do it
in 2014 and let’s not muck
about anymore.”
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Democratic presidential
contender Michael

Bloomberg unveiled a gun con-
trol policy on Thursday just
steps from the site of one of
Colorado's worst mass shoot-
ings, calling for a ban on all
assault weapons, mandatory
permits for gun purchasers
and a new position in the
White House to coordinate
gun violence prevention.

“I’ve been all in on the fight
against gun violence for 15
years, and I’m just getting start-
ed,” Bloomberg declared. “As
president, I will work to end the
gun violence epidemic once
and for all.”

Bloomberg, the billionaire
former New York City mayor,
entered the Democratic presi-
dential primary less than two
weeks ago. Gun violence has
quickly emerged as a core issue
for his presidential bid, as it has
been for his political and phil-
anthropic efforts for much of
the last decade. Bloomberg is
well known to gun control
advocates in Colorado and
across the country, where he’s
funneled tens of millions of
dollars from his personal for-
tune to help like-minded can-
didates while creating and sup-
porting gun control groups
such as Mayors Against Illegal
Guns and Moms Demand
Action.

Despite his dedication to
the issue, the former
Republican is viewed skepti-
cally by many Democratic pri-
mary voters, who look at his
ties to Wall Street and vast per-
sonal wealth with suspicion.
Democratic rivals including
Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth
Warren in recent days have
accused him of trying to buy
the election.

At the same time,
Bloomberg is pounding the
local airwaves in all 50 states
with television ads highlighting

his work on issues on gun vio-
lence and climate change while
casting himself as best posi-
tioned to defeat Trump next
fall. After spending roughly $40
million on an ad campaign over
the first week or so of his cam-
paign, he began running a sec-
ond ad campaign backed by
tens of millions of dollars more
on Wednesday.

The 77-year-old New
Yorker outlined his plan to
combat gun violence before an
invitation-only audience of
about 40 victims of gun vio-
lence and gun control activists
at a Christian center, near the
movie theater in Aurora where
a gunman killed 12 people
and wounded nearly 60 others
in 2012. The speaking lineup
included Democratic state Rep.
Tom Sullivan, whose son, Alex,
was killed in the attack.

Sullivan formally endorsed
Bloomberg while introducing
him Thursday.

“I have witnessed the
actions Mike has taken since
Alex was murdered,” Sullivan
said, insisting that victims of
gun violence would have an ally
in the White House should
Bloomberg win the election.

The policies Bloomberg
outlined Thursday largely mir-
ror those he fought for on the
state and federal levels in recent
years, though it's the first time
he's released his specific pre-
scription for gun violence as a
presidential candidate. T hey
are ambitious and would
almost certainly face fierce
resistance from the NRA and
Republicans in Congress, but
they are not dramatically dif-
ferent from those of his
Democratic rivals.

The difference, Bloomberg
said Thursday, is his proven
commitment to the issue.

“I promise you I will never
back down from this fight,” he
said. “That’s the kind of presi-
dent this country needs and
you deserve.”
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Chinese teen Robin spends hours
online chatting to her man, who

always has a sympathetic ear for her
problems — as long as she’s willing to
pay him.

The 19-year-old pre-medical stu-
dent has spent more than 1,000 yuan
($150) speaking to “virtual
boyfriends”.

These aren’t seedy sex-chat lines
but men who charge for friendly and
flirty online communication, from
wake-up calls to lengthy text
exchanges and video conversations.

“If someone is willing to keep me
company and chat, I’m pretty willing
to spend money,” said Robin, who did-
n’t want to give her real name.

The option for intimacy on-
demand has gained popularity among
China’s middle-income young women,
who are often focused on careers with
no immediate plans to marry and start

a family. Shops selling virtual friends
and partners can be found on Chinese
messaging app WeChat or on an e-
commerce site like Taobao.

Several virtual boyfriends told
AFP that most of their customers are
single women in their twenties with
disposable income.

By day, 22-year-old Zhuansun
Xu is a foreign exchange trader in
Beijing. By night, he chats with female
clients who pay him to be their
“boyfriend”, something he has done
for the past year.

Girls come to Zhuansun with dif-
ferent needs — some want friendly
advice, while others have more
romantic requests.

“While we’re interacting, I tell
myself: I really am her boyfriend, so
how can I treat her well?” he told AFP.

“But after we’re done, I’ll stop
thinking this way.”

Prices start from a few yuan for
half an hour of texting, to a few thou-

sand yuan to keep a companion on
retainer for phone calls throughout a
month.

“People have figured out how to
commodify affection,” said Chris K.K.
Tan, an associate professor at Nanjing
University who has researched the
phenomenon. “This is a new mode of
womanhood that is unprecedented in
China,” Tan said.

Pursuing romance had not been
available to many Chinese women in
the past.

Sandy To, a sociologist at the
University of Hong Kong, said mar-
riage had traditionally been a “must”
in patriarchal Chinese society.

But Tan says that the one-child
policy — which came into force in
1979 and limited the size of most fam-
ilies — has created “a generation of
self-confident and resourceful
women.” 

A preference for boys meant a
generation of sex-selective abortions

and abandoned baby girls, and in
2018, China still had the world’s
most skewed gender ratio at 114
boys born for every 100 girls.

For many women, the policy
changed their family dynamics.

Parents of the female children
“raised them as sons”, says Roseann
Lake, author of a book on China’s
unmarried women.

“All of those things that tradi-
tionally you needed to find in a man
— a house, financial security — they
were raised with it,” she says.

Lisa, a 28-year-old executive in
Shanghai, has hired virtual boyfriends
to act out romantic scenarios through
text messaging.

“Of course, there were feelings of
love, in letting myself feel like I was
being loved,” she said, preferring not
to use her real name.

“Because I was just buying a ser-
vice, I don’t feel any guilt towards real
people.”
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China on Friday said it had
taken “reciprocal” mea-

sures against US diplomats in
the country, saying they will
have to notify the foreign min-
istry before meeting with local
officials.

Foreign ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying said
China had notified the US
embassy of the new measures
on Wednesday, which she said
were a “countermeasure” to
Washington’s decision in
October to restrict Chinese
diplomats.

“We once again urge the
US side to correct its mistakes
and revoke the relevant rules,”
she told reporters at a press
briefing.

In October, the US ordered
Chinese diplomats to notify the
State Department in advance of
any official meetings with US
diplomats, local or municipal

officials, and before any visits
to colleges or research institu-
tions.

Washington called the
move “reciprocal”, with a senior
State Department official citing
the inability of US diplomats to
meet with a range of Chinese
officials and academics.

On Friday, Hua said that
US diplomats would have to
notify the foreign ministry five
working days in advance, and
that China would respond
“according to the US’s practice.”

The US Embassy in Beijing
declined to comment.

Meanwhile, China will
waiver tariffs on “some”
imports of US soybean and
pork, it said on Friday, in the
latest sign of easing trade ten-
sions between Beijing and
Washington as they try to
finalise a partial trade pact.

The world’s two biggest
economies have exchanged
blows for more than a year,

with levies now imposed on
hundreds of billions of dollars
in two-way trade.

The olive branch comes as
the two sides edge towards a
mini agreement Washington
says includes a Chinese
promise to increase the pur-
chase of US farm products.

It is also just before a fresh
round of US sanctions are due
to kick in on December 15,
which observers fear could jolt
the negotiations.

“The Customs Tariff
Commission of the State
Council is carrying out the
exclusion of some soybeans,
pork and other commodities
based on applications from
enterprises,” the finance min-
istry said in a statement.

Chinese companies have
already “independently
imported certain quantities of
goods from the United States”,
the statement said, without
offering details.
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Hong Kong’s much-maligned
police force provided a rare

behind-the-scenes look Friday at
its bomb disposal squad to show
the potentially deadly destructive
force of homemade explosives
seized during months of protests
that have shaken the Chinese ter-
ritory.

In a demonstration for
media cameras, the bomb squad
set off a series of controlled
explosions in a disused quarry
overlooking the city’s high-rise
skyline, blowing up a watermel-
on and shredding the front of a
minivan.

In July, police announced the
seizure of about 2 kilograms (4.4
pounds) of TATP, which has been
used in terrorist attacks world-
wide. Other recent seizures in
Hong Kong involved far smaller
amounts, just 1 gram, of TATP,
or tri-acetone tri-peroxide.

“Obviously, I’m concerned

that they are making TATP or are
in possession of TATP,” said
Alick McWhirter, the squad’s
senior bomb disposal officer.

Just 1 gram of the unstable
explosive, equivalent to the
weight of a candy, could cause
life-changing injuries, he said.

A demonstration blast of 1
gram of high explosive at the
quarry above the bomb squad’s
fenced-off headquarters caused a
loud bang. A blast involving 50
grams, which would fit into a cig-
arette packet, sent shrapnel flying
from the shattered front of the
minivan.

The squad used explosives
with a destructive force equiva-
lent to TATP but not TATP
itself, because the substance is so
dangerous to handle, susceptible
to bumps, heat and friction.

“Because I like having 10 fin-
gers, I am not going to use
TATP,” McWhirter said.

In October, police said a
homemade, remote-controlled

bomb intended to “kill or to
harm” riot control officers was
detonated as they deployed
against protests. 

Causing a loud thud but no
injuries, the small blast marked
the first known use of an explo-
sive device during the protests
that started in June over a con-
tested extradition bill and snow-
balled into an anti-government,
anti-police and anti-China move-
ment. The bomb squad has also
disposed of thousands of gasoline
bombs prepared by protesters on
university campuses.

McWhirter said that “99% of
the protesters in Hong Kong,
from what I’ve seen, are peace-
ful.” But he added: “There’s clear-
ly, though, a small hard core who
are dedicated towards violence.”
“The ones creating these explo-
sives are a tiny percentage of a
tiny percentage,” he said. “Petrol
bombs, TATP, are not the normal
in Hong Kong.” Distrust goes
both ways. 
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Threads, knitting and net are inter-
twined for the exhibition Speaking
Threads. Through it, Pranati Panda

explores landscapes and human organs
in sculpture, prints and paintings which
she fondly refers to as ‘time pieces’.

Pranati wanted to have a confluence
of two energies. So she used both, what
she perceives as ‘feminine’ materials
such as thread and fabric alongside
‘masculine’ materials such as net and
jaali. Said she, “I grew up watching my
mother knit so I was very clear that I
wanted to use it. I particularly used nets
in my brain work because in our coun-
try women still need freedom and jaali
symbolises a cage that they are trapped
in. Though we suppress our feelings and
emotions and don’t talk freely about them
but we want to be free from all the atroc-
ities.” 

As a mother and a woman, I have
gone through many expereiences in my
life. And this is what I wanted to reflect
in my paintings,” said artist Pranati
Panda. Why did you choose thread as the
core element for your work? Said Pranati,
“They connect one idea to another, or
maybe one idea to many and vice versa.
They can hold the masculine and femi-
nine energy together. And the best part
is that they are seamless, there is no nar-
ration of time. Ideally that is what life is.
There couldn’t have been a better mate-
rial than this to describe my journey.”

Much of Pranati’s oeuvre continues
to be driven by self-analysis, her experi-
ences and philosophies. Often when an
exhibition revolves around one person’s
experiences, it doesn’t necessarily inter-

est everyone. But she feels
that though each one of
us lead our lives dif-
ferently, we are
very connected.
Every human
goes through
similar emo-
tions in dif-
ferent phas-
es of l ife.
Even the
o b j e c t s ,
nature and
the outer
world is con-
nected to each
other as human
reactions have a
direct impact on
the outside world. So
she believes that people
will be able to connect close-
ly with her work.

Known as the father of neuroscience,
Dr Santiago Raman has been her source
of inspiration as his work and journey
fascinated her. Apart from him, the
everyday ordinariness that she witness-

es around her inspires her
too. “I learn from every

moment and person.
Not only that, I

even learn from
my dog because

he loves me
without any
expectations.
I learn from
my maids
too. When I
talk to them
I feel that
they have

s i m i l a r
desires in life.

The only differ-
ence is that they

feel it is hard or
nearly impossible to

accomplish them,” said
she.

She was keen to showcase the
brain sculptures as the organ is the pow-
erhouse of thoughts. So it governs our
ideation process, everyday activities and
relationships.

Most of her work has rampant use of

red, which represents blood and life force.
When questioned about the overpower-
ing colour, she shared an incident about
the loss of her first child while giving
birth. And the artist somehow still lives
with that particular moment. She said,
“Not only this, I connect to this colour
because of other reasons too. I belong to
Odisha, where we believe that when you
wear anything red, you find your soul-
mate. And my mother always used to put
a big red bindi, sindoor and wear red ban-
gles. So while growing up, I have seen it
all around. Even today I wear something
or the other which is red. Maybe a bindi
or a bangle. For me this colour is my life
energy.” She added that she lost her moth-
er at a very young age. And when she
closes her eyes, the first thing that grabs
her attention is the colour. For her, it
symbolises her mother’s presence or
maybe her bindi.

This absence played a huge role in
her works as three to four of them were
titled, Essence of absence which reminds
her of her child and her mother’s pres-
ence.

Other than this, some paintings
even seemed inspired by nature. The

artist expressed her love for nature since
childhood as she had spent most of her
early life in village. Said she, “My child-
hood was very colourful. I have seen both
village and city life. So I have always been
very close to nature and animals. Even
today I love spending time with plants
and talking to them as they have similar
emotions.” But she feels that the hassles

of so-called modern life have taken
those small joys away. Now the intensi-
ty between humans and nature is less.

Pointing towards a painting with lay-
ers of white thread she said, “They
depict my hidden emotions, some pleas-
ant, some unpleasant.”

(The exhibition is on till January 15,
2020 at Vadehra Art Gallery.)

Recently, a girl’s post on Twitter
went viral as she was trying to

find a groom for her mother. She
posted a picture of herself with her
and captioned it, “Looking for a
handsome 50-year-old man for my
mother! Vegetarian, Non-Drinker,
Well Established. #Groomhunting.”
It’s not often that we see children
looking for life partners for their
parents since it is always the other
way round. However, Sony
Entertainment Television’s latest
offering Mere Dad ki Dulhan, which
stars actors Varun Badola and
Shweta Tiwari together for the
very first time, builds on the idea
of a daughter looking for a bride for
her father.

Shweta believes that as a parent,
if you choose your partner, it’s
tough to make your children under-
stand the reason for the choice. “If
you have accepted that person, it
doesn’t mean that they will do so
too. If the children like someone,
they expect their parents to accept
that person. So why can’t it be the
same in case of us (parents)?
Shouldn’t it be the other way round
too?” she asks.

The show also portrays how a
father-daughter duo navigates
through life and the dynamics of
their relationship which focusses on
their dependence on each other.
Not many shows have touched
upon the fact that even single par-
ents need and long for companion-
ship after a certain stage. This
important message is the essence of
the entire show.

So does the concept of the show
fit into the real life scenario? Are
children open to finding and wel-
coming a step parent? Varun feels
that probably children from the
metro towns are addressing this

issue a lot faster but that is happen-
ing because of the exposure they
get. “It will still take time to reach
the B and C towns. There are cer-
tain things you just enjoy because
of the presentation in the story. And
here, a lot of girls are able to relate
to the show because they see their
own father in my character. I feel
that there should be some kind of
connect,  irrespective of what that
is. It is not necessar that every
daughter should go out and look for
a partner for her father. People
could relate to it in any manner that
they want to. Why should we dis-
card the fact that a good story will
always remain a good story?” says
he.

Varun was fascinated with the
show because of its interesting and
unique characterisation. He says,
“More than that I feel proud to be
part of this transition phase that
Indian television is in. It is great to
see how we are slowly letting go of
the age-old formulaic narratives and
finally welcoming fresh and uncon-
ventional storylines which are relat-
able to the new generation.” 

His character, Amber Sharma,
is a stubborn straight-forward per-
son, who doesn’t believe in change
and lives his life in a set pattern. He
prefers being anti-social. “This
character allows me to step out of
my comfort zone, which is essen-
tial for every actor and performer.
The show addresses an issue which
still remains a taboo in society.
Sooner or later, we will have to con-
front it. Viewers will definitely get
a new flavour with this show,”
Varun adds.

The mere reason why Shweta
agreed to do the show was because of
its title. She says, “Nowadays, who
gives such title? It is so self explana-

tory that it gives a complete insight
into the concept of the show.” She
plays the character of Guneet Sikka,
a 40-year-old single woman, who
lives with her mother. She has tried
searching love online but failed.
Despite being shamed several times
by her mother for being single, she is
happy to have a roof over her head
and food to eat. 

The Kasautii Zindagi Kay (2001)
actor has had a tough life and she
never denies the fact. So how has it
influenced her perception of the
world and the world’s perception of
her? Well, she is one of those who
doesn’t like to make perceptions for
anyone and she expects the same from
people. “If they want to get inspired
or hate me, it’s completely upto them.

Nothing really bothers me. I did some
kissing scenes and I was told that I am
not a good wife. People can keep such
mindsets with themselves. I have a
question for those people who said

how can her marriage go wrong a sec-
ond time. Why can’t things go wrong?
At least, I have the courage to face
them and come out in the open. This
is what matters the most,” says she.
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Actor Vidyut Jammwal has
reacted on the storm over

his recently-released film
Commando 3, by saying that
controversies are part and par-
cel of the film industry. Vidyut
added saying that makers of the
film did not intend to hurt
peoples sentiment with the par-
ticular scene that has raised
objections from certain sectors.

Commando 3 landed in a
controversy over a scene involv-
ing wrestlers, who are shown
harassing schoolgirls. So far,
many netizens have criticised
the film terming the sequence as
derogatory towards wrestlers.
Well-known Indian wrestler
Sushil Kumar has also objected
to the particular scene, where a
group of wrestlers are shown to
try and molest a girl because she
wears skirt to school. Previously,
wrestlers Bajrang Punia and
Yogeshwar Dutt had also object-
ed about the scene.

Vidyut was interacting with
the media after the success of
Commando 3, along with co-
actor Gulshan Devaiah, when a
female reporter asked him
whether such a controversy
would benefit the film. “When
Pakistan throws bombs in
Indian territory, then I don't
understand why journalists ask
the question like whether it's
right or wrong. People have
died and how do you feel
about it? I think these
kinds of questions
are ridiculous. I feel
really bad,” Vidyut
retorted.

“Journalists
should stop ask-
ing questions
like rape has
happened and
how do you
feel about it?
Now you
(reporter) are
asking me
whether this
controversy is
benefiting the
film or not, It's
such a ridicu-
lous thing to ask.
We don't do these

things for our benefit. I feel con-
troversies are part and parcel of
this industry, so I do not agree
with your (reporter) question,”
he said.

Vidyut added, “I am associ-
ated with an Indian martial art
named Kalaripayattu and I can
say with pride that I am con-
nected with this country as
much as anyone else. My father,
grandfather, paternal and mater-
nal uncle have served in the
Indian Army. My maternal
uncle died in the 1971 war, so to
ask me such a question is not a
correct thing. I respect every
single athlete of India be it
wrestlers, body-builders, boxers
or others. I would like to tell
them that if knowingly or
unknowingly, we have hurt your
sentiments, then I would like to
apologise for that, and from now
I will ensure we don't hurt any-
one's sentiments.” 

Commando 3 has collected
�27.19 crore at the box-office
within six days of release. The

film is directed by
Aditya Datt and

produced by
V i p u l
A m r u t l a l
Shah, Reliance
Entertainment

and Motion
Picture Capital.
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� What made you take on the
show?

The first thing that you look at
is the writing. In this case, I had the
reference of the original Doctor
Foster. It is an interesting part and
I haven’t done anything similar
before.

� Adultery has been dealt with in
films, TV shows and web series.
Was there a reason you felt the
treatment was unique? 

I think it was because of the
stance that the protagonist takes and
the way she deals with it. And
treating it like a thriller is quite a
unique way of dealing with the sub-
ject, which hasn’t been done before.
You can say in Khoon Bhari Maang,
the treatment was similar. But if you
see the show, it has been dealt with
very differently.

� You play a 40 something father
in the show and you are roughly the
same age. Why does the idea of
eternal youth not enamour you
unlike most celebrities?

(Guffaws) I don’t think that it is
celebrities alone. It affects everyone
now. I find it largely annoying that
everyone around me wants to stay
young and youthful. There is a
great joy in accepting who you are
and how you are and it is nice to
have the same energy and buzz
which you had at a younger age.
Only that it is a different kind of a
buzz. It is energy with maturity. If
you are holding on to what you were
at 18 or 19, it is a recipe for stagna-
tion. If we are looking at evolution,
then you have to look at maturity.
That is how I look at it rather than
as getting old.

� What is the character like?
(Laughs) Having just spoken of

maturity, this character is quite
immature. He is someone who is try-
ing to hold on to that age and try-
ing to feel young. He wants to
experience the first flush of love. He
is involved with a younger woman.
Even in the interactions with his son,
he is more like a buddy than a father.
Akarsh has that thing about wanti-
ng to be 18 or 19 again and have that
youthfulness without taking up the
responsibility that comes with age.
He tries hard to be a good father and
a husband. He has a loving relation-
ship with his wife where they have
a great physical and romantic chem-
istry but he feels that he has too
much of love to offer. And he has it
for more than one person so he
wants to disburse it.

� A co-star is someone who can
inspire a better performance. What
does Rasika (Dugal) add to your
character?

If there is one reason that one
should see the show, it is Rasika. She
is fantastic! She is a powerful actor
and this is a perfect role for one and
she has done justice to it. She is an

absolute joy to work with. When you
are two actors on a set, it is a dance
of sorts. You throw something at
each other, react to it and take it for-
ward. When you have a great co-star,
then you really enjoy giving back and
doing things in tandem.

Coming back to your question,
I think nobody could have made for
a better Dr Meera Kapoor and it is
a big responsibility to play the title
part. I look at her as the protagonist
and Akarsh, my character, as the
conflict of the show. Both are impor-
tant and would fall flat without each
other. On the set, we were starting
from a level that was quite high and
then we tried to see how much high-
er we could take it.

� Web series means uncensored
content so often people try to use
that to grab eyeballs by using tit-
illation and unprecedented vio-
lence. Does it call for some amount
of self-censorship on the part of the
makers?

I think that it is essential for the
audience to choose the makers of the
show wisely. I don’t agree that cen-
sorship should exist in any form.
What should exist is viewer’s dis-
cernment to choose what to watch.
If I want to watch crass, then I will.
There are creative people in the busi-
ness and then there are people who
claim to be creative and want to
make money. It can also be their idea
of creativity. Censorship implies
treating the audience like children.
Ye to bachcha hai, usey samajh
nahin aayega. Humein isey yeh
nahin dikhana chahiye violent ho
jayega (A child should not be
exposed to such content). An audi-
ence that has been treated like that
becomes like that. You have to nur-
ture and push creative thought.
People who do that will have a fol-
lowing of people who want to watch
such shows. Moreover, you as a jour-
nalist will talk about the shows that
you enjoyed watching or found
crass as you are the medium through
which creativity ultimately reaches
the reader and the consumer.
Censorship should lie with people
who make informed choices.

Moreover, a filmmaker might
use sex in context and not just for
titillation. Or maybe even to titillate
because it is a creative process as he
wants the viewer to be sexually
aroused. For me, anything that is cre-
ative where a good writer and direc-
tor are trying to take the audience
on an emotional journey, which has
many layers, should not be censored
by an external agency. Even when
the emotions are negative like anger,
arousal or hate, these media help
release them. If someone is feeling
aggressive, they see that emotion on
screen which can help them release
that emotion. If I feel like shedding
a tear and watching a great show or
performance that takes me through
an emotional journey which I con-
nect with, I feel “Wow, that has

helped me.” Monitoring and trying
to control is wrong. The scary bit is
that often you realise that people are
getting the entertainment they want
to see. Creative people have to
accept that.

� Content in the past two years
has seen a drastic improvement. Is
star power not enough to make any
film a hit?

All through eternity, star power
has not carried a film through.
What it does is get the numbers.
That is what star power is used for
cleverly. I heard a story recently. I
don’t know if it is true or not. Studios
are looking at Instagram followers
and casting people. It doesn’t mat-
ter if they are actors or not.

Having said that, many stars are
great actors and that is why they are
successful. For me, a star is a face that
makes it easier for marketing. I am
bringing its reference to your indus-
try also. When you have a known
person, it is easier for the PR to bring
in the journalists as the readers want
to see them on the cover. Carrying
a project forward needs content and
a lot of intelligent stars in our coun-
try move with the trends. If some-
thing is working, they position

themselves in those films.

� You have been a VJ and have
also done films, TV and web series.
How have the different media con-
tributed to the journey?

I enjoy watching films more
than anything else because in films,
there is some sort of closure. In
series, because they are trying to
engage you for longer, it seems
never-ending. I am not complaining
on the career front (laughs) but I am
talking in terms of a viewer. 

But yes, I do get absorbed in a
series. For instance, Doctor Foster, on
which this is based, is a series I
watched in one night. It was so good.
On the internet, the content is
pushing the bar in terms of creativ-
ity because there is a lot of money
involved. Two, people are trying to
make content that is great. Three,
they are trying to capture an audi-
ence that had not had representation
for a long time so they are trying to
discover who this audience is and
what they want. This is the audience
that had stopped going to theatres
because they were so disappointed
with the kind of films that were
being made. Suddenly, there is a plat-
form where they can be entertained

in large numbers, especially in India
with its 1.3 billion people. So creativ-
ity is being pushed and they are try-
ing new things. In next few years,
people will go into little niches and
see what works or find their own
audience and try to keep them. 

In the 22 years that I have
worked, I have had a very consistent
graph in terms of the amount of
work that I do. I got some really
good roles in films in the past. The
web is for eternity unlike a film,
where there is always the fear that if
it does fail, it will be replaced on a
Monday or a Thursday. People can
watch a web series any time. So there
is more possibility of people seeing
my work on the web. I see it as a plus
point.

I am pushing the creativity a bit
on web. But then I have not done
films which are run-of-the-mill
stuff. Creativity is such a thing that
when you see something or are
exposed to something, it opens up
your mind. My Brother Nikhil was
released in 2005 and it had a very
large impact in a positive way. I
remember my very traditional uncle
coming out of the film and saying,
“I really enjoyed it.” He was taken
by the friendship that Onir (the

director) had displayed more than
the love relationship. Today, you
have a country which has legalised
homosexual relationships. The film
set the ball rolling. (Pauses) I’ve gone
on chatting so much that I’ve lost my
train of thought. (Guffaws). 

I will come back to the original
question that what is the difference
between the three. As an actor,
whether you are acting in films, web
or TV, you are acting as someone
else. I think about the medium that
I am performing for to decide the
level of performance or how I want
to play things out. When you are
hosting a show, you are really being
yourself and not anyone else. You
are really functioning from being
Purab Kohli. That is the straightfor-
ward answer to your question.
(Laughs)

� You have anchored shows on
Channel V, which at the time was
a purely music channel. What
would you say about the way such
channels have changed their for-
mats?

I am not from the business end
of the channels so maybe I am the
wrong person to comment. But yes,
I know how it works. I remember
having a chat with my boss who said
that Channel V never made money
but was seen adding value to a bou-
quet of channels and was sold as a
youthful, trend-setting, fashionable
music channel, which made the
entire package look great. But when
that shifted and they wanted to
make money out of the channels,
they became mini-GECs (General
Entertainment Channels). These
were no longer trendsetting chan-
nels. Also, with the birth of internet,
Instagram moved cool people to the
web, you find many of them there
and you don’t find people like us on
television. Also, a larger audience
has become ‘cool’. Satellite TV came
to India in 1993-94 and in 1999, we
joined Channel V as the first bunch
of Indian VJs as earlier, there were
only foreigners. We were the door
openers to that ‘cool’ space. Let us
not call it cool as it means different
things to different people. We can
rather call it the unexplored space.
That gateway is now wide-open and
there are a lot of gate-keepers who
are all on Instagram.

� How did Hip Hip Hurray hap-
pen?

It was very random. I come
from a film family. Actors, directors
and technicians have always been
around me while I was growing up.
But I never wanted to be an actor.
I wanted to be a pilot. This was in
1995-96 when Jet Airways had just
started and was the first non-gov-
ernment airlines that was flying one
flight a week. It was ridiculous. And
then Vayudoot had shut down. It
was a very fragile time in the airline
business which seems to have car-
ried on forever (laughs). It is very
sad to see the collapse of Jet Airways
because when I started travelling
and flying around, it was an airline
that people were proud about as it
was something that was really
Indian with international standards.

But then, this is besides the
point as this is not what the inter-
view is about. I was training to
become a pilot. I realised it was
going to be very hard to get a job
after the very expensive course. I
was very conscious at a young age
about taking too much money from
home. I wanted to go out and do my
own thing. It was at this time that
my aunt, who is very close to my
family, said that “a friend who is a
budding director is looking for
new faces and you are a decent look-
ing guy. Why don’t you go and just
meet her?” So I decided to do just
that. Nupur Asthana, the director,
called me to the UTV office for
audition. I thought I would just go
and chat with them. During the
audition, there were two people
including Nilanjana Sharma, who
later played Mona. We did some
improvisations and jigs, I don’t
even know what we were doing. But
we were certainly having fun. After
10 days, I was called for a second
round to Nupur’s house. I took
along two friends and told them that
I will quickly go in and say that I
don’t want to do it as I am not inter-
ested. When I reached, the entire
cast was there. I was probably the
last one to arrive. I walked in and
realised that I couldn’t say this in
front of everyone. So my friends
were out there waiting for me for a
good 45 minutes to an hour. These
were pre-mobile phone days and I
couldn’t call them to tell them that

I was stuck. During that time, I
started chatting with some of them.
One or two of them were with me
in school or college and I realised
they are not a bad bunch of people.
I don’t mind hanging out with
them. It will be like a weekend
shooting and I could still go to col-
lege from Monday to Friday.
Moreover, it would mean extra
money. I was getting �800 from my
father and this would give me
�5,000, which sounded really good.
The shoot was a party and I never
looked at it as work. There was this
energy which can never be recreat-
ed. We were 12 innocent kids, who
were having a great time and that is
what translated on screen as well.
When we moved out into the world,
we were bitten by the television bug
and got famous. The energy start-
ed changing. Nupur realised it and
decided to end the show.

� Most people who come from a
film family usually have a huge
launch. You didn’t want to take
that route?

Like I said, I never wanted to be
an actor. In fact, when I did Hip Hip
Hurray, my lovely grand uncle,
who was very close to my family,
called me and asked me to meet
him.

� Yes, Dev sa’ab was known to
launch newcomers...

No, this was not Dev sa’ab. It
was his brother Goldie Uncle, Vijay
Anand, who was very close to my
family. I remember him calling me
and telling me, “Tu bohot acha lagta
hai screen pe (You look very good
on screen). You are quite a good
actor but you need to loosen up a
bit. Why don’t you come and work
with me?” But I did not want to be
an actor. I was so caught up having
fun that I told him, “Uncle, I don’t
really want to act. I am doing that
because I am having fun and mak-
ing some money. All my friends
have gone to America to study. And
I want to do the same.” And with
that, my opportunity to work with
one of the greatest directors went
down the drain. I had some great
interactions with him as grand
uncle. But not the opportunity to
actually sit down and work with
them. Now I have the maturity to
look at it. That is why I don’t want
to be stuck at 18! (Guffaws) It all
connects.

� When did you finally decide
that you wanted to be an actor?

After My Brother Nikhil. I
remember watching it at a screen-
ing that Onir had done for a very
suppressed community, that of
HIV+ people, in the theatre. And
they were so moved by the film that
it broke my heart. I said to myself,
“What a powerful medium!” That
is the moment I started growing up.
Today, when we speak about them,
I don’t know how many of them are
alive. And to see their representa-
tion in the film and a story being
told about them, I really felt the
power of cinema. Even now as I am
telling you this story, it is giving me
goosebumps. I was lucky to have
that experience. That is when I sat
back and said that “this is what I can
do because this is the impact that it
can have on people. And if I have
been given the skill by this universe,
I need to exercise it as much as I
can.”

I live in London and work in
India so everything becomes very
calculated as every project means
leaving my family behind for long
periods. There is so much happen-
ing now that it is easy to get stuck
in the wave of doing a lot of work
and I have never done that. I tend
to sit back and watch what is hap-
pening. Out of Love is a great show
which is quite impactful in its sto-
rytelling. It is a good representation
of the female story. I hope they all
don’t go out and start doing what
she does. (Guffaws) But none the
less, it is quite empowering.

� What do you do when you are
not working?

There is a little tech business
that I am involved in. I give some
time there. I am also a father of two
children and I try to spend as
much time with them as possible
because once I am at a shoot, it
extends for long hours. Even if they
are at the location, I get very little
time with them. There is also some
writing that I do. These three things
take my time besides reading 150
scripts a day. (Laughs)

(The show is streaming on
Hotstar.)
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Both sides of the Manchester
divide will be hoping some
derby delight can add impetus

to disappointing seasons when City
host United today, while Liverpool
travel to Bournemouth aiming to
surge further clear at the top of the
Premier League.

Manchester United got a badly
needed win for manager Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer on Wednesday,
inflicting a first defeat as Tottenham
manager on Jose Mourinho as the
Portuguese returned to Old Trafford.

The Red Devils were
again reliant on Marcus
Rashford goals as the
England forward struck twice
to take his tally to 12 in 13
games for club and country.

There has been pre-
cious little for United fans to
enjoy this season, but just a fifth
Premier League victory in 15
games was enough to lift them up
to sixth.

That is still 11 points adrift of
third-placed City, despite their
own struggles at times.

Pep Guardiola’s men looked
more like their old selves in thrash-
ing Burnley 4-1 on Tuesday with
Gabriel Jesus stepping up in the
absence of the injured Sergio
Aguero to score twice.

City have lost just one of six
league meetings with United since
Guardiola took charge three years
ago and cannot afford to slip up if
they are to maintain any aspira-
tions of catching Liverpool in the
title race.

The English champions could
kick-off at the Etihad 14 points
behind the leaders, should Jurgen
Klopp’s men continue their scin-
tillating form at Bournemouth
earlier at Vitality.

��	
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��
Klopp could even afford the lux-

ury of leaving Roberto Firmino and
Mohamed Salah on the bench for a
5-2 thrashing of Everton in the
Merseyside derby in midweek.

Both are expected to return for
the visit to the south coast, but Klopp
may rest some of his stars who did
start against Everton ahead of a huge
week for the European champions.

Liverpool travel to Salzburg in
the Champions League on Tuesday
needing to avoid defeat if their
defence of the title is not to embar-
rassingly end in the group stages.

Divock Origi scored
twice against Everton and
Xherdan Shaqiri struck on his
first start of the season to
prove Klopp does have the
strength in depth to success-
fully shuffle his pack.

�	����������������
Jurgen Klopp says he does not

care about being top at Christmas as
he prepares his team for a hectic few
weeks.

A win on the south coast would
mean Liverpool cannot be caught
before December 25.

Only three times in the past 11
years has the top-placed team at
Christmas failed to go on to win the
title — and on every occasion it was
Liverpool, including last year.

Klopp, targeting Liverpool’s first
English top-flight title for 30 years,
said he was not interested in such
numbers.

“There are a lot of people who
celebrate already, a lot of people who
worry still and a lot of people who
hope that we will still fail so that’s
it,” he said at his pre-match confer-
ence.

“I don’t listen to (any) of them,
to be honest. So I’m completely fine.
We want to try and win at

Bournemouth.
“What that means for

Christmas, I never thought about. So
it’s not really interesting. We know
that we are in a really, really difficult
situation with the games coming up.

�	��� 19�;�4

Manuel Neuer says a second
consecutive defeat is

unthinkable for Bayern Munich
today at Bundesliga leaders
Borussia Moenchengladbach,
who quietly harbour
aspirations of a first
German title since 1977.

Bayern have lifted
the trophy each of the
past seven seasons but
their Bundesliga reign is
under threat as they sit fourth —
four points behind Gladbach —
with a third of the season played.

Interim Bayern coach Hansi
Flick, who replaced the sacked
Niko Kovac last month, suffered
his first defeat in five games a
week ago with a shock 2-1 loss
at home to Bayer Leverkusen.

Neuer has called for a
response by Bayern at Borussia
Park.

“We simply must not lose,
that’s out of the question — we’re
going there to win,” the
Germany goalkeeper told Kicker
magazine.

Under new head coach
Marco Rose, Gladbach are this
season’s surprise package and
have spent the last two months
in first place.

A win over Bayern would go
some way to firming up

Gladbach’s status as
genuine title con-
tenders, especially
with second-placed
RB Leipzig, who host

mid-table Hoffenheim today,
just a point behind.

“We always want to com-
pete with the best — and Bayern
are the best,” said Embolo.

“But it’s not just us who want
to stand up to them. Leipzig,
Schalke and Leverkusen want
that too.

“It’s going to be a top game.
Bayern are a world-class
team and we need to hope
for a good day.”

Another defeat would
pile the pressure on
Bayern and Flick. Ex-
Germany coach and

Gladbach legend Berti Vogts
said his former side “will be
hard to knock off top spot” if
they beat the Bavarians this
weekend.

Germany defender Matthias
Ginter is expected to be fit
again after injury to face Bayern,
who are near full strength.
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Zinedine Zidane confirmed
on Friday that Gareth Bale

has not trained ahead of Real
Madrid’s match against Espanyol
as injury threatens to rule him out
of this month’s Clasico.

Bale is struggling with a
minor problem in his thigh
although the club remain
optimistic he will recover in
time for the crunch game
against Barcelona at Camp
Nou on December 18.

“He did it in the match
against Alaves,” said Zidane
at a press conference before
today’s La Liga match.

“We’ve had a few days off but
he has felt some discomfort. He
hasn’t trained with us either

today or this week.”
Bale has only recently shak-

en off a calf injury that kept him
out for just over a month between
October and November, and his

latest setback adds to a
worrying list of fitness
concerns for Zidane.

Eden Hazard could
be sidelined for more than
a month after suffering a
fracture in his ankle while

Marcelo might also miss the
game against Barcelona, after he
sustained a calf strain in training.

Lucas Vazquez (toe), James
Rodriguez (knee) and Marco

Asensio (cruciate ligament) are
also out.

“Injuries are a nightmare.
Eden isn’t happy but it is what it
is,” said Zidane. “We hope his
injury is a little less serious than
expected.

“I don’t know what we are
going to do, I hope he will be back
soon, Marcelo and Gareth the
same. It is a major blow but we
can’t do anything about it.

“There are other players and
that is what we have to focus on.
We have to maintain our
momentum in the game tomor-
row.”

Rodrygo and Isco could fill in
up front either side of Karim
Benzema while Ferland Mendy is
likely to replace Marcelo at left-
back.

����
�� Barcelona star striker Lionel Messi feels it
was very unfortunate for Liverpool forward Sadio
Mane to finish fourth in the Ballon d’Or vote.

Earlier this week, Messi won the Ballon d’Or
award for the world’s best player for a record sixth
time. Mane finished fourth behind Messi, Virgil van
Dijk and Cristiano Ronaldo in the Ballon d’Or vote.

“It’s a shame to see Mane finish in fourth place,”
Messi was quoted as saying by goal.com.

The 32-year-old further admitted that he had
voted for the Senegalese in The Best poll.

“But I think there have been a lot of great play-
ers this year. That’s why it was difficult to choose
a particular player. But I chose Sadio Mane (for The
Best award) because he’s a player that I like,” said
Messi. “Mane achieved a great year that was excep-
tional for the entire Liverpool team. That’s why I
chose him. “I repeat, there were a lot of very great
players this year, so the choice was difficult,” he
added. IANS
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Shuttlers led India's yet
another stupendous show as

the country widened the gap at
the top by clinching 41 medals,
including 19 Gold, on Day 5 of
the 13th South Asian Games
here on Friday.

India grabbed another 18
Silver and 4 Bronze to take the
total tally to 165 medals
(81 Gold, 59 Silver, 25
Bronze) and leave sec-
ond-placed Nepal (41
Gold, 27 Silver, 48
Bronze), who won 116
medals in aggregate,
behind.

Sri Lanka are third with a
total of 134 medals (23 Gold,
42 Silver, 69 Bronze).

The shuttlers won the max-
imum Gold medals — four —
for India on Friday. They com-

pletely dominated the disci-
pline by winning four Golds
and two Silver in the day.

Former world junior
championships Silver medallist
Siril Verma lived up to his top
seeding as he rallied from a

game down to out-
wit compatriot
Aryaman Tandon
17-21, 23-21, 21-13
in an all-Indian
men’s singles final.

In the women’s
singles final,

Ashmita Chaliha overcame a
late surge from fellow Indian
Gayatri Gopichand to finish off
with a 21-18, 25-23.

In doubles, there was dou-
ble delight for Dhruv who

emerged victorious in both
men’s and mixed doubles. He
paired up with Krishna Prasad
Garaga to win the men’s dou-
bles title 21-19, 19-21, 21-18
against Sri Lanka’s Sachin Dias
and Buwaneka.

In mixed doubles, top
seeds Dhruv and Meghana
Jakkampudi eased past sec-
ond seeds Sachin Dias and
Thilini Pramodika Hendehewe
of Sri Lanka 21-16, 21-14 in the
final.

Track and field athletes,
who were leading the Indian
charge in the past few days,
fetched the maximum 12
medals but just two of them
were Gold. The two Gold were
won in men’s and women’s
shot put events.

The country’s fencers also
made their presence felt in the
South Asian Games by clinch-
ing three Gold and as many
Silver.

In table tennis also, the
Indians won the Gold and
Silver in both the men's and
women’s singles.

India weightlifters also
continued their impressive run
in the regional multi-sporting
event by claiming three Gold

and a Silver.
Achinta Sheuli opened the

Gold account as he finished on
top of podium in men’s 73kg
with a total lift of 300kg.

Rakhi Halder added anoth-
er Gold in women’s 64kg with
a total effort of 200 kg while
Manpreet Kaur won the third
in women’s 71kg category with
a total lift of 192kg.

Indian cyclists also opened
their Gold medal account on
Friday.

Elangbam Chaoba Devi
finished on the top of podium
in women’s elite race while John
Naveen Thomas and Arvind
Panwar bagged a Gold and
Silver respectively in the men’s
elite event.
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Caretaker manager Freddie
Ljungberg said Arsenal “did

not show up” for the first 45 min-
utes as the Gunners’ winless streak
reached nine games in a 2-1
home defeat to Brighton on
Thursday.

Neal Maupay headed in a
deserved winner for the Seagulls
10 minutes from time after
Alexandre Lacazette had can-
celled out Adam Webster’s open-
er for Brighton.

Defeat leaves Arsenal in 10th
place and 10 points adrift of
fourth-placed Chelsea in the hunt
for Champions League qualifica-
tion next season.

On this evidence there is lit-
tle chance of Ljungberg landing
the job on a permanent basis as
another sparse crowd at the
Emirates greeted the final whistle
with a chorus of boos.

“You cannot give away a
whole half against any team in the
Premier League,” said Ljungberg.

“We did not show up in the
first half, we very passive, we did-
n’t move. We had chat at half-time,
made a tactical change and all of
a sudden we looked like the team
we wanted to for 20 minutes.”

Brighton made the most of

Gunners poor run to win on the
road in the Premier League for the
first time since the opening week-
end of the season.

Victory for Brighton takes
them to within a point of Arsenal
and four clear of the relegation
zone.

“We had lots of quality and
courage,” said Brighton boss
Graham Potter, whose side
enjoyed more possession and
more shots on goal than the
hosts.

“The main stat is the score-
line. At the end it’s nice for the
players and supporters that you
get a reward for the way we are
trying to play.”

Elsewhere, Newcastle taught
Sheffield United a lesson in tak-
ing their chances as the Magpies
won 2-0 at Bramall Lane despite
enjoying just 27 percent posses-
sion.

Allan Saint-Maximin headed
the visitors in front with his first
goal for the club and Jonjo Shelvey
secured the three points when he
played on as the Blades defence
stopped at the sight of the offside
flag going up against Andy
Carroll.

A VAR review showed Carroll
was onside as he flicked the ball
into Shelvey’s path.
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Everton sacked manager Marco
Silva after 18 months in charge at

Goodison Park on Thursday after a
5-2 thrashing by Liverpool saw the
club fall into the relegation zone.

“Everton Football Club can con-
firm that manager Marco Silva has
left the Club,” Everton said in a state-
ment.

“Duncan Ferguson has taken
temporary charge of the first team
and will manage the side for the game
against Chelsea on Saturday.”

David Moyes has been linked
with a return to Goodison as Silva’s
successor as a stop-gap
until the end of the season.

Silva becomes the
fourth Premier League
manager to be sacked in
little over two weeks
after Tottenham,
Arsenal and
Watford also
fired Mauricio
Po chett ino,
Unai Emery
and Quique
Sanchez Flores
respectively.

The former
Hull and Watford
boss becomes the
fourth managerial
casualty since
Farhad Moshiri
took charge of
Everton in 2016
after Roberto
Martinez, Ronald
Koeman and Sam
Allardyce.
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������� Chelsea manager Frank
Lampard admitted the club will
be on the lookout for new faces
in the January window after a
FIFA-imposed transfer ban was

reduced on appeal by the Court
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)
on Friday.

The ban, imposed follow-
ing violations in the recruit-
ment of minors, was reduced
from two transfer windows to

one, which Chelsea already
served in the summer.

A fine was also reduced
from 600,000 Swiss francs
($607,000; £462,000) to half that
amount by the Lausanne-based
court.

Lampard insisted he had
not yet had any conversations
with Chelsea’s board about
transfer plans, but will start
them now in earnest.

“It’s a positive outcome for us.
It allows us the potential to look

at the market going forward,”
Lampard said at a press confer-
ence ahead of today’s  trip to
Everton.

“So I’m pleased from a foot-
balling level. It was never my busi-
ness to get involved in the reasons
why or the legal side of it.

“So from my point of view, for
the club moving forward, it’s
obviously a good thing.”

A CAS statement explaining
their decision said that Chelsea
were guilty of violating rules
related to the international trans-
fer and registration of minors,
“but for a significantly smaller
number of players”, concluding
that they were only guilty of one
third of the violations found by
FIFA.

In addition, the breaches of
other transfer rules “were found
to be less serious than those
attributed to Chelsea FC by
FIFA”. AFP
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�������� Indian men’s
hockey captain Manpreet
Singh was on Friday nomi-
nated for the Player of the
Year award by the
International Hockey
Federation (FIH) after he
led the country to a Tokyo
Olympics berth.

Two other Indian players,
Vivek Prasad and
Lalremsiami, were also nom-
inated for the men’s and
women’s FIH Rising Star of
the Year Award respectively.

The 27-year-old
Manpreet, a veteran of 242
international caps, is the mid-
field pivot of the Indian team.
Under his captaincy, India
beat Russia 11-3 on aggregate
in Bhubaneswar last month
to qualify for the Tokyo
Olympics.

The 19-year-old Prasad,
a midfielder, led the Indian
team in the Youth Olympics

last year where the country
won a Silver medal. He was
alsonamed the best young
player at the FIH Series Finals
this year.

Lalremsiami, a forward,
was a part of the Asian
Games Silver-winning
women’s squad. She is also 19
years of age.

Australians Eddie
Ockenden and Aran
Zalewski, Argentina’s Lucas
Vila and Belgians Arthur
Van Doren and Victor
Wegnez were the other five
nominees for the prestigious
FIH Player of the Year award.

Ockenden, a 32-year-old
veteran of 340 matches, and
Zalewski led the Australian
team in their country’s multi-
player captaincy policy and
they were part of the FIH Pro
League 2019 Gold winning
team. Zalewski was named
the best player of the tourna-

ment.
Vila was a part of the

Argentina team that won the
Gold in 2016 Rio Olympics
and 2019 Pan American
Games.

The Belgian duo of Van
Doren and Wegnez played
major roles in their country's
2018 World Cup title win and
2019 FIH Pro League run-
ners-up finish.

National associations,
players, fans and journalists
across the world can vote for
the award.

The voting is open until
17 January 2020. The winners
of all 2019 FIH Hockey Stars
Awards, which also include
the FIH Coach of the Year,
will be announced in
February 2020.

However awards for the
FIH Coach of the Year will
not be voted but will be
picked by an FIH panel.PTI
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Skipper Azhar Ali on Friday
said the Test series loss in

Australia is unacceptable and it
has hurt the pride of Pakistan
cricket.

Pakistan had a forgettable
tour of Australia as they lost the
T20 series 0-2 before suffering
embarrassing innings defeats in
the two Tests, which were part
of World Test Championship.

“It is very disappointing
how we lost the two Tests. The
defeats in Australia have hurt
our cricket pride and it is hard
to accept,” Azhar told reporters
in Lahore after returning from
Australia.

“We had gone there with all
the right preparations and with
a positive mindset. So the two
innings defeat is not acceptable
and I will offer no excuses for
this.” 

Azhar insisted his team
had prepared well for the series
but it failed to properly execute

the plans.
“We didn’t get wickets with

the new ball, we didn’t forge big
partnerships, we didn’t build on
good starts and our plans
against David Warner also did-
n’t work as he countered them
well,” he said.

“We had picked a young
pace attack for the Tests and we

batted first in the first Test and
I think that showed our intent
that we wanted to play positive
cricket.

“The truth is we were
doing catch up game in both
Tests and once you get behind
in Australia it is very difficult
to catch up in Tests,” Azhar
added.

The Pakistan skipper said
he had confidence that the
team will go forward positive-
ly.

“We need to trust each
other. I am not scared about
being sacked as captain. I can’t
control that I can only control
our performances. We need to
end the fear factor in our team.
That is the key,” he said.

About the upcoming Test
series against Sri Lanka at
home, Azhar said it won’t be
easy as most of the players,
including himself, would be
playing a Test in Pakistan for
the first time.

“When we played in UAE
we had a plan as to how to get
results there but here we will
have to first look at the pitch-
es and then see what plans to
make to get results in Pakistan.

“We have to come up with
a new game plan. We want a
track that suits us. We need to
start afresh on how to win tests
in Pakistan.”
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Cricket Australia (CA) is set to
request the BCCI to agree for

more than one Day/Night Test
during India’s 2021 tour Down
Under but Indian Board chief
Sourav Ganguly on Friday said such
a proposal would be a “bit too
much”.

A CA delegation, led by its
Chairman Earl Eddings, is expect-
ed to meet BCCI top brass during
the three-match ODI series in
India starting January 14 next year.

“As you build that trust and
build that relationship you have that
chat,” Eddings told ESPNCricinfo.

“Pleasingly they’ve played their
first day-night Test and won easi-
ly. Now they’ve got through that it
might give them the right build-up
to it over here. I’ve got no doubt
they’ll consider playing one and
maybe even more day-night Test
matches. But that’s down the track
to when we catch up with them in
January,” he added.

However, Ganguly didn’t seem
keen on the idea.

“I have not heard anything offi-
cially from Cricket Australia. Two
out of four will be a bit too much...It
can’t replace traditional Test match-
es. But we can have one Pink Test
every series,” Ganguly said during
the India Today Conclave (East) in
Kolkata.

CA Chief Executive Kevin
Roberts, while talking to ABC
Radio recently, also spoke about
having more than one Day/Night
Tests during what is meant to be a
four-match Test series.

“...In my heart I’d say four
from four, in my head we’d love to
play one of the four as a day-night
Test”, he said.

Eddings said CA also wants the
BCCI to consider adding one more
Test to the traditional four-match
series that the two countries play.

“Ideally we want to be playing
five Tests against India, hopefully
in the future we can do that as well,”
he said.
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West Indies batting icon Brian Lara on
Friday said the Kieron Pollard-led

side should target becoming an improved
outfit by the end of its limited-overs series
against India here even if it fails to win much
in the rubber.

“...He (Pollard) will have to build a
team...Playing against India in India is
always a tough proposition and he must
leave here not necessarily winning but he
must leave here a better team after this tour-
nament,” Lara said at an event.

Lara backed Pollard’s appointment as
the team’s skipper for the limited-overs for-
mat. 

“Over a period of time, his represen-
tation for West Indies may not be a lot but
he has played all around the World in dif-
ferent leagues. He has gained a lot of respect
from the opposition. I didn’t see it as a bad
decision (to appoint him as a captain),” Lara
told reporters.

“He (Pollard) has easily gained the
respect of his team-mates and he can move
forward. There is a (T20) World Cup in
under 12 months and you are looking for
the right person, someone who can keep the
ground running. He has that experience to
do so. It is a good decision, but it is still going
to be an uphill battle,” explained the 50-year-
old.
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Skipper Virat Kohli stamped his author-
ity with yet another sublime innings of
career-best 94 not out as India pulled

off their highest successful run chase in a
T20 International to beat West Indies by six
wickets in the first match here on Friday.

KL Rahul also struck an impressive 62
off just 40 balls to help India chase down
the target of 208 with eight balls to spare.

The earlier highest successful run
chase for India in a T20I was the 207
against Sri Lanka in Mohali in 2009. 

India, thus, took a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series. The second T20
International will be played in
Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday.

Opening the innings in the absence of
injured Shikhar Dhawan, Rahul played flu-
ently to score his seventh T20I fifty, dur-
ing which he hit five boundaries and four
sixes to make a case for himself to be in
India’s squad for next year’s T20 World
Cup. Kohli, who played the second fiddle
till Rahul was around, showed his class and
opened up his arms to notch up his fifty
of 35 balls and guided India to a rather
comprehensive win as the home side
reached 208 for 4 in 18.4 overs.

Rahul and Kohli shared 100 runs for
the second wicket to lay the platform for
the victory.

Kohli, in the end, remained unbeaten
six runs shy of century. He hit six fours and
as many sixes from the 50 balls he faced.

Rishabh Pant made 18 off nine deliv-
eries but again threw away his wicket to
only make matters difficult for himself.

India, however, made a quiet start to
their chase as the first over produced just
four runs. But Rahul struck three bound-
aries off Jason Holder to give impetus to
India’s chase.

India were dealt a severe blow in the
fourth over when Rohit Sharma (8) picked
out Shimron Hetmyer at deep midwicket
off the bowling of Khary Pierre with India’s
scoreboard reading 30 in 3.2 overs.

Rahul, however, meant business as he
continued his onslaught and struck
Sheldon Cotrell and Pierre for two sixes
in consecutive overs to take India forward.

Earlier, Shimron Hetmyer struck a
quick half-century as West Indies pro-
duced a fine batting display to post a chal-
lenging 207 for 5.

An aggressive Hetmyer made 56 off 41
balls which was studded with two bound-
aries and four hits over the fence to hold
West Indies from one end after being sent

into bat. He first added 37 runs with
Brandon King (31 off 23 balls) and then
shared 71 runs with skipper   Kieron
Pollard (37 off 19 balls) to lay the base for
the West Indies total.

The Indians, however, were far from
impressive on the field as Washington
Sundar and Rohit Sharma dropped a few
catches.

Off-spinner Washington Sundar
(1/34)  leaked runs in the first over before
Deepak Chahar (1/56) gave India the
breakthrough in the next over, taking the
wicket of Lendl Simmons, caught by
Rohit Sharma in the first slip.

Evin Lewis (40 off 17) and young King
then added 51 runs for the second wick-
et, during which they played some fear-
less shots, to take West Indies forward.

Lewis pulled Chahar for two sixes in
the fourth over to make his intentions
clear. He continued the onslaught and
struck comeback man Bhuvneshwar
Kumar for a six and a four in consecutive
balls. He then smoked off-spinner Sundar
over the cover boundary but perished in
the next ball, LBW in search of one shot
too many.
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BCCI President Sourav Ganguly on Friday
rubbished, as pure speculation, allega-

tions that he would be vindictive towards
chief coach Ravi Shastri, saying that perfor-
mance alone will be the parameter of judg-
ing individuals during his tenure.

Shastri and Ganguly had a public fall-
out in 2016 when the former reapplied for
coach’s job and the latter was a part of the
Cricket Advisory Committee (CAC), which
selected Anil Kumble for the position.

In 2017, Shastri got back the job after
Kumble resigned following his much-pub-
licised difference of opinion with skipper
Virat Kohli. During India Today Conclave
(East) on Friday, Ganguly was asked about
conjecture that he has an axe to grind with
Shastri because of past differences.

"That's why these are called speculations.
I don't have an answer to these questions,"
said Ganguly, dismissing the supposition.

For Ganguly, it all boils down to perfor-
mance on the field.

"You perform and you continue, you
don't, someone else takes over. That was also
the case when I played," he asserted.

"There will be talks, leaks, rumours but
concentration should be on what happens
on 22 yards," he said.

He then cited examples of Virat Kohli,
who has 70 international hundreds and
Sachin Tendulkar (100 tons) to make his
point.

"Life is about performance and nothing

can substitute that," he said.
As he stated during his first press

interaction after taking over, Ganguly reit-
erated that, "Kohli remains the most impor-
tant man in Indian cricket as he leads the
team on the field."

"Virat is a fantastic role model as to how
he conducts himself on and off the field. He
(Kohli) will get all the support required to
succeed. Virat, Ravi everyone will get every-
thing required. But at the end of the day, we

will demand performance," he said.
After the 2011 World Cup triumph, the

Indian team faltered at the semifinal and
final hurdle of most ICC tournaments save
the 2013 Champions Trophy.

"It's not an ability issue but mind issue.
They need to cross the mental barrier in big
games," he said.

Talking about the 2020 World T20, the
former skipper has one piece of advice for
his men out there.

"T20 is about playing fearless cricket
with freedom. Don't walk out there in the
middle, playing for your place in the team,"
he said.

Ganguly has made a smooth transition
from a player to an administrator. He also
battled conflict of interest charge for his mul-
tiple commitments. Ganguly said the clause
is coming in the way of getting former crick-
eters on board for administrative roles.

"I am unable to get ex-cricketers on
board because of Conflict of Interest. (We
need to deal with) Conflict of Interest with
a lot of common sense. Someone like
Sachin had to leave.

"It's got to be practical. Conflict of inter-
est should apply only to administrators and
cricketers should be left out of it," he said.

Home Minister Amit Shah's son Jay
Shah is the secretary and the BCCI presi-
dent wants his colleague to be "judged inde-
pendently".

"Jay Shah has won an election. He should
be judged independently. He is adjustable.
His father is a politician but we should judge

him personally," Ganguly said.
Ganguly made it clear that there has been

no political interference in the BCCI mat-
ters but conceded that "influential people will
be involved in the running of the game".

"Late Arun Jaitley ji was obsessed with
the game but never held a post in BCCI. But
he is held in high esteem in Delhi cricket,"
he recollected.

Talking about Delhi cricket and the innu-
merable allegations of corruption, including
in the selection of the current Ranji squad,

Ganguly sought to steer clear by saying that
it was the state association's internal matter
at this point.

"Despite all that we hear, the current
Indian team has Virat Kohli, Shikhar
Dhawan, Ishant Sharma, Rishabh Pant. I
don't know what happens but they keep pro-
ducing world class players.

"The state associations are independent
and have their own elected body. Running
an association is not easy. Very strong per-
sonality is needed," he said. 
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Batting legend VVS Laxman on
Friday inaugurated the newly-refur-

bished North Stand of the Rajiv
Gandhi International Stadium in hon-
our of former India captain and newly-
elected Hyderabad Cricket Association
(HCA) president Mohammad
Azharuddin.

While Laxman cut the thread to
mark the opening of the stand, former
India off-spinner Noel David,
Venkatpathy Raju and fast bowler
Mohammed Siraj were also present on
the occasion.

Talking about the moment, Azhar
said he was honoured.

“I am extremely honoured to be
bestowed upon such an honour. I have
always played the game to the true spir-
it and will be striving to develop the
game in Hyderarabad,” Azhar said.

Asked about the efforts required to
arrange the first T20I here at such a
short notice, Azhar said: “The day
Mumbai showed their reluctance to
host the first T20, I then and there said
to my colleagues, we will host it no mat-
ter what.

“I then contacted BCCI president
Sourav Ganguly and the Mumbai
Cricket Association officials and
after a few parleys managed to convince
that Hyderabad is ready to host the
match.”

Azhar said during his tenure his
prerogative would be to take
Hyderabad cricket forward.

“I am here to serve the game
which gave me what I am today. I
involved with administration to take
Hyderabad cricket forward and we
are ready to host many more interna-
tional matches in the future when
the BCCI asks us come what may,” he
said. Hyderabad was earlier supposed
to host the third T20I on December 11
but the BCCI was forced to shift the
first game of the series from Mumbai
after Mumbai police refused to provide
security for the match. 
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Former India all-rounder Mohinder
Amarnath has expressed concern over

the injuries that all-rounder Hardik
Pandya and ace fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah
are suffering from. The 1983 World Cup
hero said that back injuries are always dif-
ficult to come back from for any bowler.

Amarnath said in his column for
Times of India that while the Indian team
looks like a settled side with formidable
talent across department, he hopes Pandya
and Bumrah heal well.

"The only concern I have is for the
injured duo, Jasprit Bumrah and Hardik
Pandya. A back injury is always hard to
come back from for a bowler," he said.

"It is either caused by a faulty action
or trying for extra pace. I hope I am
wrong, but a stressed back can make the

return to top pace a long, arduous one.
Both these lads are very, very important
for the team, and I hope they heal well."

He also said that with the team so sta-
ble across departments, no player should
be allowed to choose matches and dictate
terms. "Nobody should be in a position
to dictate terms regarding his selection
without playing adequate domestic crick-
et. There is no player who should be able
to tell the team that he wants to choose
his matches," he said.

"It would be an unhealthy trend to
start, particularly when there are hundreds
of cricketers across India who are toiling
in domestic cricket. This would send a
wrong message about merit and hard
work to them. Wriddhiman Saha, Rishabh
Pant and Sanju Samson are all very com-
petent and the thrust should be to look
forward."
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!��!���� Young wicketkeeper-batsman
Rishabh Pant should get used to hearing
chants of “Dhoni, Dhoni” and figure his
own mechanism to deal with the extreme
pressure that comes with being an India
cricketer, feels BCCI President Sourav
Ganguly.

The 22-year-old Pant has been under
intense scrutiny for his underwhelming
performances in white-ball cricket but has
got the firm backing of both skipper Virat
Kohli and his deputy Rohit Sharma.

Kohli on Thursday said Pant can’t be
isolated to such an extent that he starts feel-
ing nervous on the field and found it “dis-
respectful” that fans chanted Mahendra
Singh Dhoni’s name when the youngster
made mistakes during a recent home series.

“It’s good for him (Pant). He should get

used to it. Let him hear it and let him find
a way to succeed. He will be under pres-
sure and let him go through it and figure
out on his own,” Ganguly said.

Ganguly also refused to divulge the
BCCI’s plans with regards to Dhoni’s
much-speculated future. 

He said it will take 15 years of consis-
tency for Rishabh Pant to be the next
Dhoni.

“Everyday, you don’t get MS Dhoni. It
will take Pant 15 years to achieve what MS
has achieved,” he said.

“The BCCI can’t be thankful enough
to MS for what he has done for Indian
cricket. We will leave it at that. We are
speaking to Virat, the selectors, that's what
it is. We will address (Dhoni future) as and
when it comes,” he said. PTI
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