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The security establishment
in India is mulling over

options to avenge the killing of
44 CRPF personnel in a suicide
attack in Pulwama on
Thursday. The Services Chiefs
briefed the political leadership
on Friday about their pre-
paredness to carry out any
punitive strikes.  The options
include cross-border raids or
surgical strikes on terrorist
infrastructure in Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir (POK), air
strikes to destroy camps of
well-known terror outfits, or
something more “deterring”.

However, none of these
options are easy for want of ele-
ment of surprise, and
inclement weather conditions. 

Determined to punish the
perpetrators, officials said the
Government has also not ruled
out opting for an unconven-
tional response which may
not entail using military
option.  These options could
include intelligence-based
action which may be covert in
nature.  Also, the retaliation by
India may not come soon as
the decision makers will weigh
all consequences before
launching any punitive action,

officials said. 
The Cabinet Committee

on Security (CCS) chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday took stock of
the situation in the wake of the
attack and options to be exer-
cised, sources said. Modi later
said in a public rally here that
the security forces were given
a free hand for the job at a
place and timing of their
choosing.

Elaborating upon various
alternatives, sources in the
security establishment said
while surgical strikes by the
elite Special Forces are on the
table, it may be difficult at this
point of time due to inclement
weather along the Line of
Control (LoC). 

Most of the mountain
passes are snow-bound, mak-
ing movement of commandoes
to carry out any operation

across the LoC difficult.  If
helicopters are used to drop the
commandos close to the LoC,
the Pakistan Army will be
immediately alerted, they said.

Officials also admitted that
surprise element as regards
surgical strikes this time unlike
two years back is not there, and
the Pakistan Army will be
fully geared to thwart any such
move.  

The Pakistan Army is now

deployed in full strength along
the LoC and swift raids by the
Indians may not be productive,
they added.

On using air power, be it
helicopters or fighter jets, to
take out terrorist camps of
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) in
Muridke in POK,  officials said
— India has the weapons and
capability such an action across
the border — may be con-
strued as an act of war and also

lead to escalation of hostilities
between India and Pakistan.  

Taking these factors into
consideration, the Government
decided to move step by step
and immediately try to isolate
Pakistan diplomatically and
withdrawing the Most
Favoured Nation status on
Friday.  

More diplomatic actions in
the coming days were not
ruled out, sources said. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said those

responsible for the Pulwama
terror attack will pay “a very
heavy price” and security forces
will be given a free hand to deal
with terrorists. In a hard-hitting
speech, Modi said the “blood of
the people is boiling” and
forces behind the act of ter-
rorism will definitely be 
punished.

“I want to tell the terror
outfits and those aiding and
abetting them that they have
made a big mistake. They will
have to pay a very heavy price
for their actions. Let me assure
the nation that those behind
this attack, the perpetrators of
this attack will be punished,”
Modi said at a function to flag
off the Vande Bharat Express,
India’s fastest train from Delhi
to Varanasi. He was speaking
just after the Cabinet meeting.

“Security forces have been
given complete freedom, the
blood of the people is boil-
ing...Our neighbouring coun-
try, which has been isolated

internationally, thinks such
terror attacks can destabilise us,
but their plans will not mate-
rialise,” Modi said.

“My condolences to fami-
lies of those martyred in
Pulwama attack; those behind
the terror strike will pay a very
heavy price,” Modi said.

“I am thankful to all
nations which condemned the
Pulwama attack and I urge
them to come together to crush
terrorism,” he said. 

Appealing to his critics to
not politicise the tragedy, Modi
said the attacks have left the
country emotional. “I under-
stand the sentiments of those
criticising us but I urge them
that it is an emotional time, so
stay away from political one-
upmanship,” he said.

Addressing a public meet-
ing in Jhansi later in the day, the
PM again did not name
Pakistan but said the attack was
an outcome of the neighbour’s
desperation as it is in a bad
shape and has been forced to go
to different countries with a
“begging bowl” to meet even its
daily expenses.
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In view of the elections in
Odisha, the voters in the

State would soon be able to
file complaints through a
Citizen Vigilance app, said
Election Commissioner (EC)
Ashok Lavasa after meeting
police and administrative offi-
cials on the third day of the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) team’s visit here on
Friday.

Lavasa said all arrange-
ments would be made for free
and fair conduct of elections. A
Citizen Vigilance app would be
launched in the State which
would allow people to file
complaints and upload pho-

tographs of any questionable
activities during polls.

Similarly, the individuals
who have not been included in
the voters’ list would be given
an opportunity to include their
names at enrolment camps.
These camps would be organ-
ised from February 17 to 23 at
various places across the State,

the Election
Commissioner
said.

For the gen-
eral elections,
the ECI would
set up 37,606
polling centres.

“A compre-
hensive review
of the prepara-

tions was done with District
Electoral Officers (DEOs) and
SPs to check the misuse of
money and power and curb
illegal liquor distribution,”
Lavasa added.

Chief Secretary Aditya
Prasad Padhi said “The ECI
team discussed about the sta-
tus of compliance regarding

transfer of officers posted at a
certain place for more than
three years. Discussions were
also held on the arrangement
of electricity and water at the
polling centres.”

Police DG RP Sharma
said security would be tight-
ened in the Maoist-infested
areas and police officials
would keep vigil at sensitive
booths. “Discussions were
held on the steps taken for
conducting free, fair and
peaceful  elections.  The
instructions on transfer of
officers have been complied
with. We are taking steps
towards area domination in
Leftwing Extremist-affected
areas,” Dr Sharma said.
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Odisha lost two sons on
Thursday in the worst-

ever terror attack in Jammu
and Kashmir that killed at
least 43 CRPF Jawans and left
many others critically injured.

The State’s deceased Jawans
were Havildar Prasanna Kumar
Sahoo and Constable Manoj
Kumar Behera.

While Sahoo was a resident
of Shikhar village under the
Naugaon police station of
Jagatsinghpur district, Behera
was a native of Niali in Cuttack
district.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik, who termed the
Pulwama terror attack as a

‘cowardly act’, on Friday spoke
to the bereaved family mem-
bers of both the martyred Odia
Jawans over telephone and
expressed his deep grief over
the demise of the two brave-
hearts.

Patnaik called up the fam-
ily members of martyred
Prasanna Sahoo of Ratanpur
village in Jagatsinghpur district
and Manoj Behera of Ratanpur
village in Cuttack district and
conveyed his deep sympathy
towards them. “Ma, I am
deeply grieved; I am with you,”
the CM told the mothers and
wives of the martyrs.

The CM also observed a
one-minute silent prayer in
the State Secretariat paying
tributes to the martyrs. Besides,
the Chief Minister appealed to
all educational institutions in
the State to observe two min-
utes’ silence at 11 am on
Saturday in tribute the 40
CRPF Jawans of the country
martyred in in Phulwama.

Besides, Patnaik directed
Finance Minister Sashi Bhusan
Behera and Health Minister
Pratap Jena to visit the two
families.

The Chief Minister also
announced an ex-gratia of Rs

10 lakh each to the families of
the two Jawans.

Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
expressed deep grief over the
terror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir and expressed his
sympathy to the bereaved fam-
ilies of the CRPF personnel.

He said the supreme sacri-
fice of the Jawans won’t go in
vain. He further said he was
deeply shocked after hearing
the news of martyrdom of two
Odia Jawans Prasanna Sahu
and Manoj Behera in the ter-
ror attack. He also spoke to the
families of the two jawans and
consoled them.

He said the entire country
is with the families of both
Jawans. PCC president
Niranjan Patnaik also deeply
mourned the demsise of two
Odia victims of the terror
attack.

Realated story on page 2
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik launched distribu-

tion of KALIA assistance
among the landless farmers at
a programme held at
Kendrapada on Friday.

“The KALIA yojana has
shown path of progress for
farmers to the entire country.
Small and landless farmers
and sharecroppers are benefit-
ing out of the scheme,” said the
Chief Minister.

In the first phase, 3.5 lakh
landless farmers were given

KALIA aid of Rs 5,000 each on
the day. A total of 10 lakh such
farmers would be provided
assistance of Rs 12,500 each

under the scheme, said the CM.
Patnaik said he has a spe-

cial bond with people of
Kendrapada as it was the work-

place of former Chief Minister
Biju Patnaik.

He said that though the
Union Government has intro-
duced a scheme for farmers’
welfare, it doesn’t cover landless
farmers. He has written a let-
ter to the Prime Minister to
include landless farmers in the
scheme, he said.

It may be noted that as
many as 12.45 lakh small and
marginal farmers had earlier
been given Rs 5,000 each under
the KALIA scheme. The money
was deposited in their bank
accounts.
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The Vigilance police on
Friday raided the houses

and office room of a Block
Grant lecturer, Ramchandra
Upadhyay, of the Talanagar
College in Soro in Baleswar dis-
trict on the charge of amassing
properties disproportionate to
his known sources of income
and detected assets worth �
2,82,87,273 in his and his fam-
ily members’ names.

Acting on a complaint, a
five-member team of the State’s
anti-corruption unit conduct-
ed the raid at five places on the
strength of a search warrant
issued by the court.

His  residential house-
cum-girls’ mess at College
Chhak, Soro, a three-storied
building used as girls’ mess at
Soro,  his house at his native
Asimela village under Soro
police station, office room at
Talanagar College and a house
of his relative at

Madhusudanpur in Bhadrak
district were simultaneously
searched.

The detected assets include
a four-storied building of �
1,16,19,660, a triple-storied
building of � 73,77,358, two
homestead plots of � 2,60,900,
bank deposits of � 19,72,129,
insurance of � 21,28,899, Inova
Crysta car of � 21, 15, 037, a
motorcycle of � 62,000, gold
ornaments of � 14,29,735, hard
cash of � 3,29,600 and house-
hold articles of Rs 9,91,995.

The enquiry was still in
progress, informed an official
release.
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Announcing a massive
crackdown on those

accepting funds from the
Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) to carry out
nefarious activities in the
Kashmir, Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Friday said strict action will be
taken against them.

Making another signifi-
cant announcement in
Srinagar, Rajnath said the civil-
ian traffic would be stopped
during the movement of con-
voys of Army and paramilitary.

“In the wake of the suicide
attack on a CRPF convoy on
Thursday, it has been decided
that the civilian movement
will be stopped for some time
when a large convoy of securi-
ty forces passes through an
area,” Rajnath told at Press
conference.

He said that the civilians
will face a little difficulty
because of the restriction. “We
apologise for it,” he added.

Earlier, on his arrival in
Srinagar, the Home Minister
attended a high-level security

review meeting and also visit-
ed Command hospital where
he interacted with the injured
CRPF jawans.

Rajnath also shouldered
mortal remains of CRPF
jawans along with senior
police/Army and CRPF officers
after attending a solemn
wreath-laying ceremony.

Sharing his anger, the
Union Home Minister later
tweeted, “The nation will not
forget the supreme sacrifice of
our brave jawans. Paid my last
respects to the martyrs of
Pulwama in Srinagar today.
Their sacrifice will not go in
vain,” he added. 

Meanwhile, toll in the
deadly strike on Friday reached
44.

A Jaish-e-Mohammad ter-
rorist had rammed his explo-
sives-laden car into a force con-
voy on the Srinagar-Jammu
highway in Lethpora area of
Pulwama on Thursday.

After the meeting with the
senior security officials and
State Governor Satya Pal Malik,
Singh said he has asked the offi-
cers to review the security pro-
vided to people.
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In the interim Budget present-
ed by Finance Minister Sashi

Bhusan Behera on Thursday,
the revelation to the fore is the
State is saddled with a whop-
ping over 1.16 lakh vacancies at
various positions in the State
Government departments, its
aided institutions and PSUs.

The job vacancies, overall,
have risen by at least around 5
per cent in many vital depart-
ments over the period of 2015-
17.

According to the budget
document of Medium-term
Fiscal Management Plan, the
State in the year 2016-17 is sad-
dled with a high of around 1,
16, 987 vacancies at various lev-
els in State departments, PSUs

and other aided institutions.
The State Government in the
period 2015-17 has recruited
only around 20,000 posts, bud-
get data shows. Almost around
35 per cent of over 3.4 lakh
sanctioned posts in the State
institutions are lying vacant in
Odisha.

The comparative data with
2015-16 reveals a rise in vacan-
cies in some vital departments
like Home, Agriculture and
Farmer Welfare, Rural
Development, Works,
Cooperation, Food and Civil
Supplies, Skill Development,
Panchayati Raj and Drinking
Water etc. The intriguing fact
is when these vital depart-
ments could help the State
Government in familiarising
and delivering its pro-poor
schemes to the masses and
simultaneously would also
cater to the aspiration of the
around 10 lakh job aspirants
currently in the State, the State
Government’s hands-off
approach towards such large-
scale vacancies is primarily
attributed to tight fiscal situa-
tion at hand.

Sample this. When State’s
own revenue receipts in 2019-
20 is projected at around Rs 44,
995.5 crore, the State’s admin-
istrative expenditure estimated
at a whopping Rs 58,170 crore
is more than the estimated

own revenue receipts. And
salary, pension together in
2019-20 is being estimated at
over Rs 33,700 crore or around
6.2 per cent of State’s GSDP. In
contrast, State’s own revenue
receipts account for mere 8.32
per cent of GSDP in 2019-20.

Another disconcerting fact
for the State finances is the debt
stock of the State in 2019-20 is
projected at 93.8 per cent of its
total revenue receipts, includ-
ing Central taxes and grants
devolved. As the State is not in
the pink of health, the recruit-
ment for such large vacancies
looks remotely possible in near
future too.

Among the sectors that
are saddled with the most
vacancies are School and Mass
Education followed by Health
and Family Welfare. While a
high of around 25,000 vacan-
cies at various levels were
reported in School and Mass
Education Department, Health
and Family Welfare with a
vacancy list of nearly 14,000
emerges the second most
department with high order of
vacancies. Agriculture and
Farmers Development depart-
ment follows with over 5,000
vacancies. For this, the
Agriculture Department was
found wanting in outreach
when Chakada enormity hit
Odisha in 2017.
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Around 50 activists of the
Congress Mahila Morcha

were detained when they tried
to barge into the residence of
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
here on Friday.

Demanding resignation of
the CM over the alleged rise in
incidents of crimes against
women in the State, members
of the Congress Mahila Morcha
staged the protest holding black
balloons.

Later, a scuffle ensued
between them and police as
they tried to enter inside the
CM’s residence. The activists
reportedly hurled tomatoes

at the cops during the inci-
dent, following which they
were taken into preventive
custody.
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Little did she know that this
was her husband’s last

phone call to her and she
would never hear his voice
thereafter. Married two years
ago to Constable Manoj Kumar
Behera, who was martyred in
the Pulwama terror attack on
Thursday,  Itilata of Ratanpur
village in the Niali area in
Cuttack district is yet to accept
the harsh reality that her hus-
band is no more.

Manoj, who had joined
the CRPF in 2006, had spoken
to Itilata over phone in the
morning. Hours after, Itilata
could not believe her ears when
she heard that her husband was
among the 45 CRPF Jawans
killed in the worst terror attack
at Pulwama, 30 km from
Srinagar. Ililata, who married
Manoj on January 20, 2017 and
has a one-year-old daughter,
was in tears while recalling his
last conversation with her
beloved husband.

“I will be leaving for
Srinagar today for which I
woke up at 3 am. But I will start
a bit late since the road is not
clear. I will call you again once
I reach there,” recalls Itilata
sharing the last few lines of the
telephonic conversation.

Manoj’s mother Sabitri
Behera, whom he had called last
at around 1 pm on the fateful
day, said he had come on a vaca-

tion on December 24 last year.
“He was very happy. We cele-
brated his daughter’s birthday
on January 16. Then, he went
back on February 6,” she said.

Similarly, a pall of gloom
descended on the family of
another martyred Jawan of the
State. Prasanna Sahoo of
Shikhar village under the
Naugaon police limits of
Jagatsinghpur district had been
posted as a Constable at 61
Battalions of CRPF. He had last

come to his house in November
last year, said his inconsolable
wife, who is yet to come out of
the shock.

His daughter Sony, who is
deeply broken after the tragedy,
said, “My father laid down his
life for the nation. I and my
family are proud of him. He
had always had this dream to
do something for the country.
But as a daughter, I lost my
father which is irreparable.”
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The SecurEyes Techno
Services Private Limited,

which has been providing
training to students on cyber
security under a programme
named “Hackers Boot Camp”,
will open a ‘Global Delivery
Centre’ to provide opportuni-
ties to passed out students to
work in various global cyber
security projects.

The institute is imparting
the certificate programme in
collaboration with the Odisha
Computer Application Centre
(OCAC). While the course
started in April 2018, 75 per
cent of passed out students
have already been employed
and others would be provided
employment opportunities
soon, said authorities.

“In today's internet world,
cybercrime is becoming
increasingly common and a
dangerous threat. Any service
that uses IT either on the inter-
net or internally within the
organisation, become vulnera-
ble to various attacks. Network
issues, virus attacks, malware
breakouts, identity thefts, hack-
ing into important and sensi-
tive sites and networks are on

the rise. Hence professionals
need to be there to check such
crimes,” said the authorities.

They informed that the
NASSCOM has estimated that
India alone will need one mil-
lion cyber security profession-
als by 2020. The SecurEyes has
been a trusted cyber security
consulting firm with 600 plus
prestigious clients across the
globe.

The “Hackers Boot Camp”
being imparted in the OCAC
premises is a three-month
course. The institute has fixed
fee-course of Rs 40,000. The
students are provided comput-
ers, study materials and other
required study equipments.

Students are put to test
every 15 days and they are pro-
vided certificates on comple-
tion of the course.

Interested candidates can
v i s i t
:https://secureyes.net/nw/?page
_id=585 “Hackers Boot Camp”
or contact in mobiles numbers
8270064440 and 7978664028.
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In commemoration of the
National Science Day, the

Institute of Life Sciences (ILS),
Bhubaneswar would conduct a
State-level science outreach
programme for school and col-
lege students on February 28.

The event will be held at
the ILS and seven other loca-
tions-- Jajpur, Dhenkanal,
Rayagada, Baripada, Adaspur,
Bargarh and Dhama--with an
aim of exposing young students
to advances in the field of sci-
ence and technology and its
implications to the society. The
programme would have lec-
tures by scientists, interactions
with experts, science exhibi-
tions and exposure to the
advanced equipments and facil-
ities. Essay and debate compe-
titions on the theme of this

year’s Science Day “Science
for the People and the People
for Science” would be organ-
ised in each of the locations.

The ILS is partnering with
the MPC Autonomous College,
Baripada, NC Autonomous
College, Jajpur, Dhenkanal
Autonomous College,
Udayanath Autonomous
College of Science &
Technology, Adaspur, Cuttack,
MaaJhadeswari College,
Dhama, Sambalpur, Kamgaon
Junior College, Kamgaon,
Bargarh and Rayagada
Autonomous College.
Interested students may visit
ILS website (www.ils.res.in) or
contact respective colleges for
participation. The inaugural
function of the programme
would be held at the ILS main
campus on February 28 at 10
am.
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BJP national president Amit
Shah’s visit to Sambalpur on

Friday was cancelled in the
wake of terror attack in
Pulwama of Jammu and
Kashmir on Thursday.

All political programmes of
the BJP president scheduled for
the day were cancelled.

Shah was scheduled to

attend the party’s ‘Karyakarta
Samabesh’ in Sambalpur  dur-
ing which he would have
chaired a meeting with booth-
level organisers of the
Dhenkanal, Sambalpur,
Bargarh and Sundargarh Lok
Sabha constituencies, said party
State spokesperson Golak
Mohapatra.
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Sir,
It is that period of the year when there is joy around the engi-

neering colleges as it is time for campus interviews and IT com-
panies conducting online tests for selecting the best candidates.
No doubt, every student aspires to get the best company and pay
package and dream to achieve big in life. The issue is these inter-
views happened just before the 7th semester examinations and
the results are also announced before the examinations begin.
What I have observed is that due to these announcements, the
students who get selected become so excited that they become
complacent as if they have already graduated and start relaxing
and stop concentrating on the upcoming exams. The students
who do not succeed during this period come under peer pres-
sure which they have difficulty in coping up with due to non-
selection weighing on them during examinations. I suggest the
organisers of the campus interviews to announce the selection
results only after the 7th semester examinations are over to ease
pressure on the students. By the time the next round of campus
interviews happen, the students who would not have got select-
ed in the first time would have overcome the pressure and be
ready to face the interviews better. I feel this way the students
do not lose focus on the 7th semester exams which are equally
crucial for improving their average overall score.

K Ravi, E-237, GGP Colony, Bhubaneswar-751025, Mob:
9437616497
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The Sri Joga Vedanta Seba
Samiti, Dhauli, celebrated

the Mother-Father Devotion
Day at the premises of the
Adarsh Sisu Vidyamandir in
Bhimpur.

Over 300 students took
part in the celebration that was
marked by offering prayers
and doing puja of their respec-
tive parents.

The celebration organized
in the presence of director of
Adarsha Sisu Vidyamandir
Bhagaban Das saw dignitaries
like scribe Gurukalyan
Mohapatra and Dr Pradip
Kumar Mishra.

The guests were of the
opinion that such celebration
will definitely leave a positive
impact on building character of children. Samiti director Suryamani Samal proposed vote of thanks.
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Autonomy, considered an
essential prerequisite for

universities to flourish, would
be the focus of deliberations at
a three-day annual meet of the
Association of Indian
Universities (AIU) beginning at
the SOA University here on
Saturday.

“Without any doubt,
autonomy is an essential pre-
requisite for universities to
innovate, thrive and excel, but
the ground reality is neither the
Indian universities are
endowed with parameters
which are globally acknowl-
edged and recognized for excel-

lence, nor do they have the
required autonomy to take
steps towards that goal,” AIU
president Prof Sandeep
Sancheti told  reporters on
Friday.

“This paradoxical situa-
tion,” he said, “called for a thor-
ough debate on the subject so
that we can identify and define
the kind and degree of auton-
omy the universities or other
higher education institutions
need to achieve the goals of
quality and excellence.”

The conference, to be
attended by around 200 Vice-
Chancellors of different univer-
sities across the country and
leaders in the field of higher

education, would have a ple-
nary session on the topic
‘Autonomy for Excellence in
Higher Education’, Prof
Sancheti said.

He said the Ministry of
HRD has been mandated with
the goal of building world-class
higher education institutions in
India.  “In this context, the gov-
ernment reaffirms its role as a
facilitator notwithstanding the
fact that so far we could not
gather consensus on the kind
of facilitation which universi-
ties require to excel. If we start
analysing from simple to com-
plex requirements, the need for
autonomy prevails every-
where,” he said.

%&'�!����%����!�����
(�����������������	���!�


���� �/��.���

The Department of
Chemistry of the National

Institute of Technology,
Rourkela (NITR) organised a
programme named ‘Global
Initiative of Academic
Networks’ (Gian) on the
‘Photochromic Molecules and
Materials for a Sustainable
Future’ on Friday.

Professor Burkhard Koeing
of the University of Regensburg
inaugurated the event.

“'Light can penetrate mat-
ter and provide the energy for
chemical transformations. The
reversible isomerisation of mol-
ecules by the light of different

wavelength is a well-studied
phenomenon, which recently
found wide applications. So I
must say this is a very impor-
tant subject to study,’’ opined

Koeing.
Speaking about NIT

Rourkela, he said, “There are
lots of scopes here. The student
community must grab this
opportunity.”'

NITR Director Animesh
Biswas appreciated the effort of
the Chemistry Department to
organise the programme.
Course Coordinator Prof Sishir
Sahoo spoke.                      

Koeing has received sever-
al awards for his contribution
to Chemistry.
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Entrepreneurs have urged the
Indigo Airlines to operate

more flights from Bhubaneswar
to international destinations for
promotion of trade, commerce
and tourism. A two-member
delegation comprising Indus
Entrepreneurs, Bhubaneswar
president Debashish Patnaik
aand FMCG Company general
manager and UAE NRO com-
munity member Priyadarshee
Panigrahi met Indigo Airlines
chief commercial officer Willy
Boulter and Chief Planning
Officer Michael Anthoy Swiatek
in Delhi last week and request-
ed them to start international
operations from Bhubaneswar.

In response, the Chief
Planning Officer said they were
happy with the way their domes-
tic operations have panned out
from the Bhubaneswar airport
and they were indeed looking at
Bhubaneswar as an engine of
growth for the airline. Briefing
about current international
operations from Bhubaneswar,
which is to Kuala Lumpur and
Bangkok, Patnaik said,
‘Currently there is a huge need
to link Dubai with Bhubaneswar.
Dubai is an international gate-

way for transit passengers and
has excellent connectivity to
European and American desti-
nations. In addition to this,
many flights operate to the
African continent also with a
direct flight to Dubai,
Bhubaneswar’s connectivity with
the western world and Africa
gets a huge boost. This will con-
tribute substantially to trade
and tourism of the State.”

He also highlighted the
proactive support and interest of
the State Government in pro-
moting international air connec-
tivity for the State. Explaining
that the Odia community in the
UAE is a sizeable one and prob-
ably the biggest non-resident
Odia community in the region,
Panigrahi said “NROs will ben-
efit greatly from direct air con-
nectivity, ensuring viability of the
route.”The delegation also
impressed upon the need for
Indigo to start services from the
Veer Surendra Sai Airport in
Jharsuguda.
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The users of the Mundali
bridge over the Mahanadi

have strongly opposed contin-
uation of collection of toll tax
for the last 23 years since the
bridge was inaugurated in
1996.

The 1,348-metre bridge
constructed at Rs 15.17 crore by
the Irrigation Department was
inaugurated by the then Chief
Minister Janaki Ballav Patnaik
on January 30, 1996. Since
then, tax is being collected
from all three and four wheel-
ers at the rates fixed by the
Odisha Bridge and
Construction Corporation
Limited. The rate chart under-
signed by Engineer-in-chief is
still affixed on the tollgate wall. 

Locals and other users of

the bridge have opposed
toll collection saying that
the cost of the bridge has
already been recovered
by the Government long
ago. As per the rules, the
collection of toll charge
must be stopped when the
cost of the bridge is mit-
igated.

While no toll charge is
being collected from the
newly constructed
Madhusudan  bridge over
the Mahanadi at
Nuapatna, it is not under-
stood why the
Government is still col-
lecting toll charges for
Mundali bridge, lamented
Dr Narayan Panda, a local.

OPCC general secre-
tary Uma Ballav Rath told
this paper that he has
given March 1 as ultima-
tum to the Government to
close the tollgate, failing which

the Congress would begin a
dharna till the demand is met.

�������	������������	��
0�����������	1���������
���1� ���� ����� ��


���� .�/�"���

Former Anandpur MLA
Bhagirathy Sethy has

alleged here that Keonjhar
police are not receiving any
complaint against any BJD
leader rather they are harassing
complainants.

Sethy made this statement
in the ‘Jan Adalat’ held by the
BJP here on Thursday evening.
He said the police station has
now turned to be a BJD party
office.

Similarly, BJP Mahila
Morcha State vice-president
Sukeshi Oram said only SHG
groups, who are supporters of
the BJD, are being given
Government funds. She further

alleged that women are not safe
and cases of atrocities on
women are increasing in the

State.
Besides, saffron leaders

alleged that lodged various
complaints against MP
Shakuntala Laguri. They
alleged a very low quality work
has been done on the NH-215
and toll tax is being collected
illegally.

Social worker Himanshu
Kuanr acted as the judge. Cine
artist Mihir Das was present.
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Atwo-storey modern air
conditioned fish market

would be constructed at the
Mardaraj vending zone at
Kamapalli here, informed
Berhampur Municipal
Corporation (BeMC)
Commissioner Chakraborty
Singh Rathore on Thursday.

Rathore said all fish and
meat traders will be allotted
cabins in the market, to be con-
structed at an estimated cost of
Rs 2.8 crore. He said main-
taining of sanitation if the fish
market would be the priority of
the BeMC.

During his visit to the
market, he talked to traders
and enquired about the prob-
lems of the area. He assured the
traders that electricity and
water supply would also be
provided to them regularly.
Responding to some people’s

complaint that some traders
are killing goats in the open,

the BeMC Commissioner said
CCTV cameras would be

installed and stern action
would be taken against viola-
tors.

On the occasion, Rathore
distributed cotton bags, pro-
vided by the Bandhan Bank,
among consumers and advised
them not to use plastic con-
tainers and keep environment
clean. 

The Bandhan Bank has
supplied as many as 50,000
cotton bags for distribution
among common people. By
now, the BeMC has collected
over Rs 4 lakh as fines from
polythene bag sellers at differ-
ent places in the city.

Members of women self-
help groups would be provid-
ed training and incentive to
make cotton bags, said
Rathore.
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The Manav
A d h i k a r

Surakshya Manch
received the “Yuva
Prerana Samman-
2019” at a pro-
gramme held in
Bhubaneswar on
Thursday. Manch
Convenor Abani
Kumar Gaya
received the award.
The Manch was
honoured on the occasion of
150th year birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi for con-
ducting continuous fights for
people’s interest. Social scien-
tist Prof Swadhinananda
Patnaik inaugurated the pro-
gramme.

Convenor  Manas Patnaik,
noted environmentalist
Prafulla Samantara, journalist
Sameer Patnaik, Lohia
Academy secretary Deba
Prasad Ray, columnist Dr

Bishwajit graced as guests.
They held discussions on top-
ics based on Gandhian philos-
ophy titled “Soul of India-
How much in villages, how
much in cities” and “India of
Dream- My responsibility”. 

Among others, Bijya
Chandra Bisoyi, Kishore
Chandra Patro, Majoj Tarai,
Maguni Nahak, Ramesh
Behera, Satyanarayan Rao,
Sambasiva Rao, Sri Nivas and
Nilachala Nanda were present.
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Awoman who was allegedly
set on fire by her in-laws at

VSS Colony in Hirakud of
Sambalpur district succumbed
to her injuries on Friday while
undergoing treatment.

According to reports,
Jyotirmayee Nayak (27) was
allegedly repeatedly being tor-
tured by her in-laws as she had
given birth to two daughters
while they were expecting a
baby boy.

In the afternoon of
February 13, Jyotirmayee’s hus-
band Smruti Ranjan, father-in-
law Raghunath Nayak and
mother-in-law Basanti Nayak
allegedly forcibly took her to
the roof of their house and tied
her to a rod.

They also allegedly poured

kerosene over her body and
torched her. She sustained
more than 90 per cent burn
injuries in the incident and was
admitted to the VIMSAR in
Burla by neighbours. However,
she died at the hospital on
Friday.

On the basis of a complaint
lodged by Jyotirmayee’s father
Krushna Chandra Satpathy,
the Hirakud police have regis-
tered a case and arrested the
woman’s husband and in-laws.
Investigation into the matter is
underway.
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Dreaded criminal
Mohammad Imran alias

Imu, the prime accused in a
series of bomb explosions at the
Bhanjanagar market on
February 7, was nabbed by
police after an encounter near
Gandisula Chhak on Friday.

During the encounter,
three police personnel also
sustained injuries and were
hospitalised.

Acting on a tipoff about the
movement of Imu and his
associate near Bhanjanagar, a
special team of police led by
Bhanjanagar PS IIC intensified
patrolling near Soradevi
Gandisula Chhak.

Police intercepted Imu
and his associate, who were
going on a bike through the
area but the duo tried to give
the cops a slip. Police chased

them for some distance before
opening blank fire but the
accused hurled bombs at the
police.

During the exchange of
fire that followed, Imu sus-
tained injuries on both  legs
and was subsequently nabbed
by police. However, his aide
managed to escape the police
dragnet.

Imu was initially admitted
to Bhanjanagar Sub-Divisional
Hospital and later shifted to the
MKCG Medical College
Hospital here.

Bhanjanagar SDPO Utkal
Keshari Das said, “During the
encounter, SIs Sabyasachi
Malla, Nairanjan Das and
Havildar Kali Gouda also sus-
tained injuries and were admit-

ted to Bhanjanagar Sub-
Divisional Hospital. A 220
Pulsar bike, 9 mm pistol, live
cartridges, five bombs and a
mobile phone were seized from
his possession.”

Notably, three bike-borne
miscreants had hurled bombs
at Iswar Shopping Mall,
Jagannath Jewellers and Rebati
Motors in Bhanjanagar on
February 7.

Police said Imu is also the
prime accused in bombing
incident in Bhanjanagar in
2016 which he had carried out
with the help of his associates
Keshab Sahani and MD Jamir
of Dharakote area. All three
had been absconding after the
incident. Besides, Imu is lso
involved in several crimes.
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Ateam of Balangir police
comprising DSP KK

Hariprasad, OIC Puintala
Annanta Pradhan and others
arrested four persons on the
charge of stealing iron rods
from a truck at Bairasar chowk
under the Puintala police lim-
its three weeks back.

The arrestees have been
identified as Rajnit Karnna,
Dibyajyoti Nayak, Krushna
Mallick and Baikunthanath
Mallick. SDPO Srimant Barik
informed this at a Press meet
held here on Friday.

According to reports, a truck

carrying 31 tonnes of iron rod,
worth of Rs 12.96 lakh, was on
its way to Kesinga and Koraput
from Rourkela when 10 people
stopped it at Bairsar chowk,
blindfolded its driver and helper
and locked them in a secluded
place. Thereafter, the took away
all iron rods  from the truck.

During investigation, police
found that Ranjit Karna of Digi
village  under the Manumunda
police station was selling the
iron rods without valid papers.
During interrogation, Karna
revealed all the details.
Accordingly three others have
been arrested, said the DSP.

He informed all stolen iron
rods, a mobile phone, a bike and
a car have been seized from the
arrested persons. Other persons
involved in the stealing would
be nabbed soon, said Barik.

/�!������%����
���!��#*����#
��%���#�0!�!#*��
/ ����� ��(����((��
����0���&�,�%���


���� .�/�"���

Abank dacoity bid was foiled
in the branch of Allahabad

Bank in Barbil of the district on
Friday by an alert and brave
security guard. Sources said five
unidentified men entered in to
the Allahabad Bank branch on
the main road of the Barbil town,
neighbouring Jharkhand at
around 10 am, when only the
bank’s Cashier and another staff
and two to three customers
were present.

Then the miscreants went
directly to the cashier and
asked him at gun point to hand
over the locker key but when
the cashier protested they
attacked him. However, secu-
rity guard Bijaya Vishowkarma
, who was standing at the
entrance  immediately rushed
to the rescue of the Cashier
and scuffled with the dacoits .

But the miscreants hit him

with the gunstock and injured
him. Later, they snatched cash
and mobile phones from the
customers and fled from the
spot. In the melee, they left

behind a country made gun and
some other articles. Getting
information, the Barbil police
rushed to the spot and are
investigating into the incident. 
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The 23rd Vyasa Sarowar
Mahotshav and Vyasa

Marathan kicked off here on
Friday amid religious fervour.
The festival would be a low key
affairs this year, informed
Kalinganagar ADM
Vyasanagar Municipality
Administrator Santosh Kumar
Mishra at a Press conference
here on Thursday.

While Rs 32 lakh had been
spenc last year, it has been tar-
geted to spend Rs 16 lakh this
year. The administration has
taken the charge of holding the
festival as the Municipality
council has been dissolved.

The ‘Mela’ would continue
till February 25. Drinking water,
sanitation and other basic facil-
ities have been provided. While
CCTV cameras have been
installed to keep vigil on mis-
chief mongers, an Information
Cetntre is operating to provide
require help to people.

While there is no official
record regarding starting year
of the Mahotsav, a local said a
‘Sadhu’ from Kerala had start-
ed the ‘Mela’ long ego.
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Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on

Friday dedicated various pas-
senger amenities at the
Sambalpur railway station on
Friday.

Pradhan dedicated the
improved front façade and cir-
culating area of Sambalpur
station. He also dedicated esca-
lators with ramp facility and a
food plaza and a mechanized
laundry facility at the station.

On the occasion, Pradhan
also announced stoppage of
12871/12872 Howrah-
Titilagarh-Howrah Ispat
Express at Badmal,
18425/18426 Puri-Durg-Puri
Express at Muribahal and
18107/18107 Rourkela-
Koraput-Rourkela Express at
Barpali from February 14 on an
experimental basis for a peri-
od of six months.

Among others MLAs Dr
Raseswari Panigrahi, Rabi
Narayan Nayak, and KV Singh
Deo graced the occasion. DRM

Dr Jaideep Gupta welcomed
the guests.

In a another release, the the
East Coast Railway (ECoR)
informed that three foot over-
bridges (FOBs), one each at
Rayagada, Ladda and
Jimidipeta railway stations in
Rayagada district, would be
dedicated to public on
February 19.

Both Jimidipeta and Ladda
stations are having two pas-
senger platforms, each being
separated with four lines. Each
FOB if of 36-metre lenth and 3-
metre width and has come up
at a cost of Rs 1.12 crore.

While Rayagada railway
station has been developed as
a modern and Adarsh station,
an additional FOB with ramp
facility connecting all the three
platforms has come at a cost of
Rs 2.44 crore. With this, the
Rayagada station has become
Divyangjan friendly. The FOB
is of 3-meter width and 27.2-
meter length.
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The seizure of a truck
loaded with stolen man-

ganese from Bhaludungri in
Balangir district on February
8 night has surprised all as
there is no manganese mine in
the district.

After publication of report
in the media, a joint team of
forest officials, including ACF
BC Roul, Senior Inspector of
Mines Biswanth Sahu and
others,  visited the
Bhaludungri and Gadshankar
Dunguripali area, which had
manganese mines a few
decades ago. During searches,
the team did not find signs of

any fresh manganese mining
there.

According to sources, two
manganese mines had been
leased out in 1954 and the two
areas were left empty after
mining was over.

The February 8 seizure has
suggested that the left-out man-
ganese was collected and was
being smuggled.

The exact quality of seized
manganese would be known
once it is tested at the
Government laboratory, said an
official.

At present, only two mines
are operating in Balangir dis-
trict. While a graphite mine is
operating at Ainlapali under
Patnagarh, another is decora-
tive stone-mine located at
Darlipali.

A total of Rs 84 lakh is
lying idle in the District
Mineral Development (DMF)
fund due to official apathy. The
funds are meant to be spent for
development of the villages
around mining areas.
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The grapevine of
Bhubaneswar North con-

stituency is agog with a rosy
future awaiting BJD activist
Subash Patra.

Patra who hails from
Raghunathpur village is now a
resident of the Bhubaneswar
North Assembly segment. In 32
villages under five GPs, besides
in a cluster of 22 villages under
BMC, he enjoys the trust and
confidence of the local resi-
dents and is endeared to them
for his activities.

“Since 1947 till date, none
but one MLA namely
Ramakrushna Pati happened to
be our representative, being a
son of the soil. All other MLAs
since then are superimposed by

the ruling parties ignoring the
sentiments of locals. This time
we strongly demand a local
man from BJD to be our MLA,
” said one Bapi Panda from the
locality.

Currently Patra is the BJD
Khurda district unit vice pres-
ident. Prior to his transition
into politics, Patra  as a social
worker and a Good Samaritan.

“Social service is my pas-
sion, though politics is my
present option,” opined Patra .

Even today, he spends most
of his time in helping the peo-
ple in distress and dismay.
Whether it is plantation of
trees, blood donation camp,
health awareness programmes
or sports events among the
youths, Patra is seen at the front
leading the youths and volun-

teers. In 2015, he had organised
a blood donation camp at
Tangibanta in Barimunda GP
and another mega blood dona-

tion camp at Mancheswar in
September last, winning the
admiration all. He has under-
taken massive health awareness
programmes at villages like
Chakesiani, Bharatpur and at
Saliasahi.

Taking a lead while pur-
chasing and collecting blankets,
he has distributed them among
the poor and the have-nots in
the bitter and biting cold of the
last chilling winter of 2019.
Patra stole the limelight in the
constituency during the dump-
ing yard stir in the area. He is
not opposed to the dumping
yard but strongly demands the
treatment mechanism for waste
management. In this connec-
tion a case has been filed
before the National Green
Tribunal (NGT).

Patra was elected as the
president of Barang College
student union in the year 1991-
92. Their after he came in
contact with Soumya Ranjan
Patnaik  and in the year 2007
he was MP’s representatives for
the Bhubaneswar block. He
left Congress to join the BJD at
the call of the-then BJD leader
Mitu Badajena. Patra’s influ-
ence was tested at the grass root
level in the Zilla Parishad elec-
tion in the year 2012, when his
wife Basanthi Patra was elect-
ed with an overwhelming
majority and continued till the
year 2014 as a member of the
Zilla Parishad. The rising pop-
ularity and influence of Patra
ultimately saw him as vice-
president of BJD Khordha dis-
trict even for the second time.
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The Congress on Wednesday
in a memorandum to the

Puri Collector demanded a
Vigilance probe into the sub-
standard renovation works of
the Annapurna Theatre. The
party charged of misappropria-
tion of around Rs 50 lakh which
was raised from Government
and private sources.

Seeking proper inquiry
into the expenditure, the party
demanded strong actions
against the erring persons
involved in embezzlement of
funds. The memorandum also
reads that the heritage theatre
near the Grand Road which is
nearly 100–year-old had suf-
fered damages in cyclone
‘Phailin’.

To give the ramshackle
buildings a modern look,
around Rs 50 lakh was spent in
the repair and renovation
works of the ceiling, stage,
audience gallery, green room,
light and sound system and the
urinals. The Culture
Department sanctioned Rs 20
lakh with Rs 15 lakh from
MLA and MPLAD funds.

Besides, an eminent person of
the city donated Rs 2.5 lakh and
Rs 5 lakh was collected from
many persons. Apart from the
fund, many people donated
construction materials, read

the letter.
“However, if one visits the

theatre, the poor quality of
works and embezzlement of
money can be clearly felt,”
alleged Congress leader

Swadhina Panda.
Notably, Minister

Maheswar Mohanty had inau-
gurated the renovated
Annapurna Theatre in evening
on the day.
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Awoman staged protest in
front of her husband's

house on Valentine's Day in
Sundargarh to allow her to stay
with him in the house.

According to sources,
Khusbu Gupta,  daughter of
Parameswar Gupta,  a resident
of  Kohanjharia  village of
Jashpur district of Chhatisgarh,
had married one Umesh Gupta,
a resident of Panchamukhi
para under town police station
in Sundargarh in 2018.

Khusbu's parents had given
Rs 2 lakh cash as dowry to
Umesh's parents and also had
given other items worth Rs

50,000 to them at the time of
marriage. After some months
of marriage, the in-laws of
Khusbu allegedly tortured her
and Khusbu's sister-in-law
(husband's sister) allegedly had
beaten her up. Khusbu could
not bear the torture of in-laws
following which she went to
her parent's house on July 29,
2018.

During Khusbu's stay at
her parents’ house, nobody
from her in-laws’ house,
including her husband, came to
take her to her husband's
house. Even Khusbu had come
to her in-laws’ house four dif-
ferent times to stay there but
she was not allowed to enter
into the house.

Finding no other alterna-
tive,  Khusbu lodged com-
plaint in the Town police sta-
tion on December 14 and the
police after registering case of
torture and dowry, arrested
her husband Umesh and for-

warded him to court. Later
Umesh was released on bail.

Meanwhile, some mem-
bers of Sundargarh Zilla
Women Parisad including its
president Kamini Mohapatra
and former Councillor Bina
Sahu extended their support to
Khusbu. They also demanded
that her in-laws and her hus-
band accept Khusbu, otherwise
they must return the dowry
items and cash. After getting
information, the police officials
reached the spot and took
Khusbu,  Umesh and her in-
laws to the police station.

“We have told Khusbu to
give a list of articles which her
parents had given as dowry.
After getting the list, we will
seize the articles from her in-
laws and will return th m to her
patents,” said Town police sta-
tion IIC B K Pradhan. He
added that Umesh has given
consent to return the cash and
dowry articles.
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Additional District and
Sessions Judge (ADJ)

Prasant Nayak sentenced four
members of a family to life
imprisonment in a dowry
death case on Friday.

They were found guilty of
murdering Kusamalata Sahoo
for dowry on November 14,
2014.  They are the victim’s hus-
band  Akshaya Pal (34) , father-
in-law Laxmidhar Pal (65),
mother-in-law  Subhadra Pal
(59)  and  sister-in-law
Priyatama Pal (24) of village
Solapate under the Panikoili
police station.

Kusamalata Sahoo had
married Akshay on June 20,
2014. However, she was con-
stantly tortured and subse-
quently killed by all the con-
victs on November 14, 2014 for
her failure to meet her in-laws’
demand for Rs 50,000 as

dowry. After killing, the in-laws
dumped the body in a pond in
the village.

After an investigation,
police arrested four convicts,
said Additional  Public
Prosecutor Rajendra Kumar
Nayak.

���11	1
9�

/�����!+��-�*����������#
%�"�-�%�!�&��!��

����$����������������$�������	#�������
1������:����4/�6� ����:����� ��

��������������������������%��;�������#�����
%��������������������������$%����4:����4
-�������-����������$����������'�� �!���$���
-������:��������� ��/�	-����#�����&:�������'
�� ����$�������%�������������������

�����&�


���� 
�����'��

Police have claimed
to have cracked the

case of loot of gold and
silver ornaments from a
jeweller at Kakudinala
on January 1 and arrest-
ed three persons in this
connection.

The arrestees were
identified as Ajay
Gouda, Jitu Pandi  and
Alok Pradhan , all in
their early twenties,
informed Chhatrapur
SDPO Ramesh Chandra
Sethi.

Police have 126
gram gold, 9 kilogram
silver, six mobile
phones, Rs 19,000 cash
and two motorbikes
used in the crime and
forwarded the accused
to court.

Sources said while
jeweller Rabindra Kumar
Nayak was on his way to
Langeswar on his bike,
the miscreants inter-
cepted him at
Kakudinala near
Kandigaon and after ter-
rorising him by brandishing
firearms and decamped with
300 gram gold and nine kg sil-
ver. Later, Das lodged a com-
plaint with the Khallikote police.

Based on the instruction of
Ganjam SP Brijesh Ray a team
consisting of SI Silu Dhal, ASIs
DMR Dora,  Tukuna Sethi and
Biranchi Behera was formed.

The team conducted raids at a
number of suspected hideouts
and managed to nab the
accused trio from
Bhubaneswar.
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Enough is enough!” This
how the visibly enraged

Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on Friday
warned the Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan, its Army
Chief General Qamar Javed
Bajwa and his “chamche” ISI a
days after bloodiest terror
attack on Indian armed forces
in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Pulwama.

Condemning the Pak’s act
in the strongest possible words,
Capt Amarinder asserted that
the time for talking peace is
over with the neighbouring
Pakistan as the “things are get-
ting beyond control now”.

At the same time, he urged
the Prime Minister to give Pak
a “befitting reply” so the sacri-
fices of our jawans don’t go
waste.

“Their Prime Minister is
talking peace and the General
is talking war...what is this? I
strongly condemn this bar-
baric attack...the time for talk-
ing peace is over...this is
becoming too much...their sac-
rifices should not go waste...I

urge the Prime Minister to give
Pakistan a befitting reply,” said
Capt Amarinder in the Vidhan
Sabha.

Disturbed, Capt
Amarinder lashed out at the
powers-to-be in Pakistan.
“Enough is enough.  They have
taken 41 young lives have gone.
For what...just to please some-
body...I am not able to under-
stand why they killed our
jawans...Four out of them are
from Punjab. What pleasure
does it give them?” he ques-
tioned.

Making a strongly-worded
statement, Capt Amarinder
accused Pak Prime Minister
Imran Khan of playing a dou-
ble game in his policy vis-a-vis

India. “PM is talking about
astarting a Guru Nanak Dev
University, and doing sewa
(serving the gurdwaras). But,
on the other hand, Bajwa’s
Army is killing our men,” he
said.

“He had been made Prime
Minister by the ISI and was
completely at their service,”
said Capt Amarinder while
dubbing Imran Khan as
“Army’s puppet”.

Capt Amarinder also
minced no words to warn Pak
Army general. “Je tu Punjabi ae,
assi v Punjabi ae...Ethe vad k
dekh (If you are Punjabi, we are
also Punjabi. Dare to enter
Punjab!),” challenged Capt
Amarinder, amidst the thump-

ing of benches, with Cabinet
Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu
sitting silent.

“Everyday Indian soldiers
are being killed by the enemy
from across the border...a major
and two Jawans from second
Sikh regiment had lost their
lives to such attacks recently,”
he said.

“Punjab has also suffered
terror in the 80s and the 90s
and fought it with a strong
police force, which had grown
manifold since then and is
now fully geared to effectively
counter any threat,” said Capt
Amarinder while issuing
General Bajwa and Pak PM a
stern warning against contin-
uing with their policy of link-
ing Kashmir and Punjab sepa-
rators.

“We have a force of 81,000
fully with motivated men and
fully equipped, who have
passed the test of fire,” said the
Chief Minister, declaring that
if Bajwa and ISI tried anything
now in Punjab, they would get
a resounding response.

This is not the 80s, he said
while talking with the media
outside the House, noting that
the Punjab Police was much

bigger and better equipped
today.

At the same time, Capt
Amarinder expressed hoped
the Pulwama attack will not
impact Kartarpur Corridor
and reiterated his plea for visa-
free ‘khule darshan didar’ to
one and all.

“I am confident that the
corridor would be well-pro-
tected, but there is a need for
a change in attitude on the part
of Pakistan if peace between the
two countries is to be promot-
ed,” he said while replying to
the media queries.

Repeating that Islamabad
was trying to link the terror-
ists of Punjab and J&K, the
Chief Minister said that there
are reports of the neighbour-
ing country trying to foment
trouble in Punjab, where as
many as 28 terror modules
had been busted in recent
months.

The Referendum 2020 of
Sikhs for Justice (SJF), which
was clearly working at ISI’s
behest, was also a sign of
their continued attempts to
disturb peace in Punjab, he
said, but asserted they will not
succeed.
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Congress in-charge of
Jharkhand R P N Singh

urged the people here in the
‘Desh Bachao’ rally held today
in Daltonganj to ensure defeat
of the BJP Government which
is a Government of “jhooth and
jumla” (lies & mere pro-
nouncements).

Singh said the Chowkidar
(security guard) of the country
is a thief and asked people to
shout it and when Singh found
the sound not much stronger
had to repeat his request to
chant it more strongly. The
crowd did but not feverishly
any more.

R P N Singh talked about
joblessness in the country and
he got applause from the gath-
ering. 

Palamu Congress had held
a ‘Desh Bachao’ rally here
today and the district president
Jeyesh Ranjan Pathak alias
Bittu Pathak, for whom it was
his first mega political show
came out too successfully as

even the veteran Congress
leader Dadai Dubey not seen in
public life for over two years
today not only shared the dais
but he in his speech in Bhojpuri
asked the impressive gathering
to vote for the Congress.

It was Dubey’s Bhojpuri
speech that in fact spurred R P
N Singh to speak in the same
dialect who raised Bharat Mata
ki jai and the crowd just cho-

rused with him full throated.
Former Congress MLA K

N Tripathi in his speech
pumped patriotic oxygen in the
crowd when he in his speech
asked PM Modi  to take
revenge of the loss of 42 troop-
ers martyred in Pulwama in
Srinagar. He lashed at the BJP
the hardest way.

R P N Singh did the best of
thing when on reaching the

dais here he asked everyone
there not to beat drums or
exchange any flower but stand
in silence for a minute and the
entire gathering stood in mem-
ory of the troopers so slain in
the terror attack. Singh in his
speech said BJP remembers
Lord Ram only when the elec-
tion is around as only last year
it had asked people to light one
candle in the name of Ram.
“What is this?  Is this not a
political gimmick?” quipped
Singh. 

‘Chor’ has become a stock
in trade with Congress party as
State Congress president Dr
Ajoy Kumar in his speech
termed Raghubar Das as ‘Anda
Chore’ and wished the crowd to

lap it up but the crowd just did
not cherish this term for CM.

State Congress president’s
remark of egg thief was in the
back drop of the decision of
this BJP Government in which
it has reduced the number of
eggs in mid day meal from 3 a
week to 2 a week now.

The State Congress chief
again plunged quite insincere-
ly when he naming a BJP MP
said “His party is against
Valentine day but for song on
cash the man went out in one
such party.” In the Desh Bachao
rally Rahul Gandi was hyster-
ically chanted but none chant-
ed Priyanka Gandhi. There
was no slogan for here in this
‘Desh Bachao’ rally. 

.��&�����������"�����,�����!����������������&��3

$������	"��

��	���"������$�	"���1�������
���	��#����2������	"�����������
�����
�����	"��������	�%���	"	���	������� ���	���������

������.��&���������-��&�������&���;����
������������ ���������$��&���,1
�+
�����
<6������������&������7�������������%���-��
���&�������������$��� �������������������
����/=�������������,������������������2����
 ������������������������%���������������

�����#��2�����/�)����� ���������&���-�������

��������"�����,�����!������


���� �����	=���

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal on Friday

announced that a Chair on Gita
would be established in
Mahatma Gandhi Institute at
Mauritius to carry out study
and research work on Gita.

“The assistance of
Kurukshetra University,
Kurukshetra would be taken
for this purpose,” Manohar Lal
said while interacting with the
prominent personalities in
Mauritius. A Press statement
issued here said that this
Chair would play a vital role
in the social and moral uplift
of people of India and
Mauritius.

He suggested that compe-
titions on recitation of all 700
shalokas and their discourse
should be organized so that
maximum people could assim-
ilate the message of Gita.
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After vowing to avenge the
killing of 44 CRPF jawans

at Pulawama in Jammu &
Kashmir, India on Friday
launched a major diplomatic
offensive against Pakistan  to
mobilise international opinion
in favour of a possible punitive
action. India  briefed  envoys of
25 countries, including from P5
nations — US, China, Russia,
the UK and France — on
Islamabad’s hand behind the
attack. . 

Ahead of the full-scale
briefing to international com-
munity,  Foreign Secretary Vijay
Gokhale summoned Pakistan
High Commissioner to India
Sohail Mahmood to his South
Block office and issued a very
strong demarche over the attack
in which at least 40 CRPF per-
sonnel were killed in Kashmir’s
Pulwama district.

Pakistan must take “imme-
diate and verifiable action”
against the JeM and that it must
immediately stop any groups or
individuals associated with ter-
rorism operating from its ter-
ritories, Gokhale told the envoy.

According to sources,
Indian High Commissioner to
Pakistan Ajay Bisaria has also
been called to Delhi for con-
sultations in the wake of the
horrific attack.

Hours after vowing to iso-
late Pakistan diplomatically in
the wake of the attack, the
Government undertook the
exercise of reaching out to the
international community, most
of which has univocally con-
demned the attack by the UN-
proscribed Pakistan-based JeM
terror outfit.

China expressed deep
“shock” over the Pulwama ter-
ror attack carried out by a Jaish
suicide bomber, but did not give

an assurance to India that it will
back New Delhi’s appeal to list
the UN-proscribed Pakistan-
based terror group’s chief
Masood Azhar as a global ter-
rorist.

Apart from the envoys of
the P5, Gokhale met the envoys
of key countries in Europe and
Asia such as Germany, South
Korea, Japan, as well as
Australia, they said.

“All the Heads of Missions
were left in no doubt about the
role played by Pakistan based
and supported JeM in the ter-
rorist attack and our demand
that Pakistan ceases forthwith
all support and financing to ter-
ror groups operating from areas
under their control. The foreign
secretary also highlighted the
role played by Pakistan in using
terrorism as an instrument of its
state policy,” a source said.

The MEA will continue to
take all steps to expose the com-

plicity of Pakistan in the
Pulwama terrorist attack and
demand immediate and verifi-
able action against JeM and its
leader Masood Azhar, the
source added.

Countries from across the
globe condemned the terror
attack with nations such as the
US, UK, Russia and France

asserting that they stand with
India in this hour of grief.

Condemning the attack,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin said perpetrators and
sponsors of the attack should be
brought to book and reiterated
his country’s support for further
strengthening counterterrorist
cooperation with India. 
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An  all-party meeting has
been called by the

Government on Saturday  to
discuss Thursday’s terror attack
against a convoy of  Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
in Kashmir in  which 40 sol-
diers were killed and many
more are  still battling for their
lives. 

This meeting will be the
first of its kind called by the rul-
ing National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
the wake of a terror attack. 

The agenda of the meeting,
it is understood, is to seek a
unanimous view of India’s
future course of action.

Invitations have been extend-
ed to all the parties.

Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh who visited
Kashmir on Friday to oversee
the situation there would con-
vene  the  meeting to brief
political parties on the incident
so that the nation speaks in one

voice on the issue, said  Union
Finance Minister Aurn Jaitley
said after the meeting of
Cabinet Committee on
Security.

With  Lok Sabha elections
close by, the Government
would like to take a bipartisan
view on the issue  and to have
the backing of all the parties to
whatever  action it proposes to
take following the terror attack
in Kashmir. 

All the parties are expect-
ed to attend the important
meet called by the
Government.

Shiv Sena, an ally  in 
the NDA has sought calling of
a Joint-session of the
Parliament to discuss the
Pulwama attack.
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Aday after the Pulwama
attack, Congress president

Rahul Gandhi on Friday said
his party and the entire
Opposition is fully supportive
of the Government and the
security forces.

No amount of hatred and
anger can harm the love India
is built on, Gandhi said at a
Press conference along with
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and other
Congress leaders, including
Ghulam Nabi Azad and AK
Antony.

“This is a terrible attack,
this type of violence is dis-
gusting. Terrorism tries to
divide the nation, we can’t be
divided by any power. The
entire opposition is with secu-

rity forces and the
Government,” Gandhi said.

“Those who have done
this should not feel that they
can harm the country. It is a
time of mourning and sadness,”
he added.

Singh said the nation can
never compromise with ter-
rorism.

“Terrorism is a scourge
which we can never compro-
mise...,” the former Prime
Minister said. 

On Thursday, an explosives
laden truck rammed into a
CRPF convoy in Pulwama out-
side Srinagar, killing 37 soldiers
in one of the biggest terror
attacks in recent years. 

Meanwhile, Nationalist
Congress Party chief Sharad
Pawar  on Friday said the
Pulwama terror attack was an
attack on the nation  and there
should be no attempts to politi-
cise the issue. The former
Union minister also took a
swipe at Prime Minister

Narendra  Modi over some of
the latter’s statements after
such attacks during  the
Congress-led UPA regime.

Speaking to reporters on
home turf Baramati in Pune
district, Pawar called
Thursday’s attack on the CRPF
convoy in Jammu and Kashmir
as an attack on the nation.

“I can remember, Prime
Minister Modi, before coming
to power, used  to say in his
election rallies that (then PM)
Manmohan Singh’s govern-
ment  had failed to teach
Pakistan a lesson (after such
attacks).

“He (Modi) used to say the
Manmohan Singh government
did not have ability to teach a
lesson (to Pakistan). He also

used to remark that only those
with a 56-inch chest could
administer a tough lesson to
Pakistan,” Pawar said.

Modi, in his rallies, used to
exhort people to replace the
UPA government with that of
the BJP so that Pakistan could
be given a befitting reply for
such terror attacks, Pawar told
reporters.

“But everyone has seen
what has happened now. But
today I will not repeat that
same demand which he (Modi)
had made (at that time),” Pawar
said. The kind of image
that Modi created of himself in
the run-up to the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls had now become a
“100 per cent failure”, he said.

The hand of state players in
Pakistan cannot be ruled out in
the  Pulwama attack looking at
its magnitude and explosives
used, Pawar  said. Having 
such capabilities was not pos-
sible for common persons  or
outfits, he added.
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If you are a bird lover or/and
avian expert, you have an

opportunity to be the part of
this first ever all-India
Flamingo census to be carried
out  in two phases—first one on
February 23-24, and then in
April  at several sites across 12
States including the national
Capital and neighbouring
Haryana.

The all India count is
expected to help in  assessing the
current population trend of
Greater Flamingo
Phoenicopterus rosues and
Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias
minor and their habitats in
India  to help prepare the species
action plan  for their long term
conservation, said an official
from the Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS) which
is conducting the mega census.

Greater Flamingos, which
are taller and whiter, have a
mixed feeding pattern. It feeds
on insects, small fishes and
algae. The Lesser Flamingos are
comparatively smaller and
more pink and only feed on
algae.

These two birds are also
included in the India’s National
Action Plan (NAP) for
Conservation of Migratory
Birds and their habitats along
Central Asian Flyway (CAF)
prepared by the Union
Environment Ministry.

“This is the first initiative

for a coordinated PAN-India
flamingo count. We have in the
past undertaken several stud-
ies including colour tagging,
satellite tracking of Greater
Flamingo and conservation
actions in the past decades. 

“Currently, we are moni-
toring both migratory birds
population in some locations
including the Mumbai
seascape,” said the official
adding that as this work is ini-
tiated through the citizens sci-
ence, this also fulfil another
activity of the NAP to promote
migratory bird conservation
initiatives through raising pub-
lic awareness and local peoples’
participation, including citi-
zen science groups.

The Central Asian Flyway
(CAF), one among the nine fly-
ways in the world, encom-
passes overlapping migration
routes over 30 countries for dif-
ferent waterbirds linking their
northern most breeding
grounds in Russia (Siberia) to

the southernmost non-breed-
ing (wintering) grounds in the
Maldives and the British Indian
Ocean Territory. 

The BNHS has short-listed
major Flamingo congregation
sites by referring available lit-
erature, past and present BNHS
studies, Asian Waterbird
Counts (AWC) and e-bird
India database. Majority of
these wetland sites are in
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan
and Telangana. In Delhi, these
birds are sighted at  Najafgarh
jheel area while in Haryana the
hotspots are Sultanpur National
Park and Dighal wetlands. 

“The government institu-
tions, Indian Bird Conservation
Network (IBCN) members,
birdwatchers, NGOs, ornithol-
ogists, researchers, academi-
cians and nature lovers across
India are being encouraged to
visit any of the short-listed sites
or any site of their choosing
where Flamingos are seen,”
said the official.
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In a move to make it easy for
people to switch to electric

vehicles (EV) and to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels, the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA) has made
amendments to the Model
Building Byelaws (MBBL) 2016
and Urban Regional
Development Plans
Formulation and
Implementation (URDPFI)
guidelines 2014 making provi-
sions for setting up EVs charg-
ing stations in residential and
commercial buildings, bus ter-
minals and service stations
and multi-level parking lots.

The amendments include
offering round the-clock charg-
ing infrastructure facility to all
electric vehicles in residential
buildings, increasing electrici-
ty load for all buildings, setting
up charging bays at 20% capac-
ity of all vehicles and on-spot
metering and payment ser-
vices in both commercial and
residential buildings.

If successful, this will make
EVs more attractive and cost-
effective to people - changing
the way they have been driving
till now. This will make easy for
people to switch to EVs.   The
amendments in the guidelines
have been circulated to all the
State Governments and Union

Territories with the request
to amend their Building

Byelaws and Master Plan
Regulations. Additionally, the
building premise will have to
have an additional power load,
equivalent to the power
required for all charging points
(in a Public Charging System
(PCS) ) to be operated. There
should be sufficient space for
charging and entry/exit for
vehicles.   Any PCS installed at
Public/Private areas or building
premises of any category that
caters to commercial mode of
charging of EVs shall be
deemed as a Public Charging
Station and shall have to install
the minimum requirements of
chargers as specified in the
guidelines.

The amendment allows
one public charging system to
be set up at every 25 kms on
both sides of highways and
inter-city corridors. Similarly,
one fast charging station is to
be set up at every 100 kms on
both sides of highways and
roads.  In industrial parks or

estates, land for at least one
point charging station is to be
reserved within a grid of 10km
x 10 km. The amendment also
allows setting up a battery
swapping station along the
highways and intercity corri-
dors.

As per amendment, the
tariff for supply of EVs will be
determined by the competent
authority and Central
Electricity Authority will be
create a data base to this effect.

According to the amend-
ment, the government will cre-
ate ‘favourable ecosystems’ in
nine polluted cities having over
4 million populations. It will
gradually be extended to cities
that have population of one
million-plus. It will also cover
Mumbai-Pune corridor, Delhi-
Jaipur expressway,
A h m e d a b a d - Va d o d a r a
expressway, Delhi-Agra
Yamuna expressway,
Bengaluru-Mysore expressway,
Bengaluru-Chennai, Surat-

Mumbai highway, Agra-
Lucknow highway, Eastern and
Western Peripheral
Expressway, Delhi-Agra NH 2
and Hyderabad Outer Ring
Road expressway.

According to data, India’s
per capita emissions are still
considered low at 1.9 tonnes
(2013), but its total emissions
are next only to China and the
US and is likely to overtake
those of the European Union
by 2019.  Delhi is on top as the
biggest emitter at over 38 38
million tonnes of carbon diox-
ide equivalent overall emis-
sions, followed by Greater
Mumbai at 22.7 million tonnes
and Chennai at 22.1 million
tonnes, Kolkata at 14.8million
tonnes, Bangalore at 19.8mil-
lion tonnes, Hyderabad at 13.7
million tonnes and
Ahmedabad at 9million tonnes
were the other cities whose
emissions for the year were cal-
culated sector wise.

As per the statistics of
Delhi government,  total num-
ber of vehicles in Delhi is more
than the combined total vehi-
cles in Mumbai, Chennai and
Kolkata. Delhi has 85 private
cars per 1000 population
against the national average of
8 cars per 1000 population. In
terms of CO2 emissions due to
motor vehicles, Delhi emits
about 12.4 million tonnes while
the city of Bengaluru emits
about 8.6 million tonnes.
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Eight weeks of intensive yoga
practice significantly

decreases the severity of phys-
ical and psychological symp-
toms in patients with active
rheumatoid arthritis (RA), a
debilitating chronic auto-
immune inflammatory disease,
according to doctors from
Delhi-based All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS). 

In their study published in
Restorative Neurology and
Neuroscience,  the doctors said
that marked improvements
were noticed in the levels of
certain inflammatory bio-
markers and assessments of
functional status and disease
activity in patients studied,
demonstrating yoga’s promo-
tive, preventive, curative, and
rehabilitative potential for
achieving optimal health.

“Our findings show mea-
surable improvements for the

patients in the test group, sug-
gesting an immune-regulatory
role of yoga practice in the
treatment of RA. 

“An intensive yoga regimen
concurrent with routine drug
therapy induced molecular
remission and re-established
immunological tolerance. In
addition, it reduced the sever-
ity of depression by promoting
neuroplasticity,” explained lead
investigator, Rima Dada, MD,
Professor, Department of
Anatomy, All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) here.
She noted that high disease
activity and underlying depres-
sion are associated with
increased disability, reduced
quality of life, and minimized
rates of clinical remission and
treatment response. Other
researchers included Dr
Surabhi Gautam, Dr Madhuri
Tolahunase and Dr Uma
Kumar.

The study was a mind-

body intervention (MBI) ran-
domized trial (with parallel
active and control groups) to
analyze the effects of practicing
120 minutes of yoga, five days
a week for eight weeks on 72
patients with RA. Both the test
and control groups were simul-
taneously undergoing routine
drug therapies (DMARDs). 

The findings showed sig-
nificant improvement in sys-
temic biomarkers of neuro-
plasticity, inflammation,
immune-modulation, cellular
health integrity, and aging in
association with the positive
clinical outcome of reduction
in depression severity, disease
activity, and disability quo-
tient in RA patients following
the intensive yoga based MBI.
The study was supported by
funding provided by the
Department of Science
&Technology, Union Ministry
of Science & Technology. 

Existing research has eval-

uated the role of yoga as an
effective intervention to 
assist the management of RA
with respect to clinical 
symptoms, quality of life, psy-
chosocial outcomes, and func-
tional ability. 

This study is one of the first
to look at how yoga practice
affects the systemic biomarkers
of inflammation, cellular aging,
and oxidative stress, especial-
ly in RA. “Our results provide
evidence that yoga positively
modifies the pathobiology of
autoimmunity at cellular and
molecular levels by targeting
mind-body communications.
Further research is needed for
the exploration of possible
mechanisms underlying the
cumulative effect of yoga on
multiple pathways at a cellular
level,” added Dr. Dada. “Yoga
facilitates the mind’s capacity to
affect bodily function and
symptoms mediated though a
variety of downstream path-

ways and bring about natural
immunological tolerance.”

RA is a heterogeneous
autoimmune disease that
results from the interplay of
genetic and environmental fac-
tors and causes extensive sys-
temic inflammation, cartilage
damage, and synovial hyper-
plasia that cause physical dis-
ability and psychiatric comor-
bidity. The co-existence of
depression and RA in individ-
uals poses a significant health-
care burden on the patients,
their caregivers, healthcare sys-
tems, and society as a whole. 

Existing medical therapies
have a limited scope and fail to
cure the psychological compo-
nent of the disease and have
numerous side effects.
Depression seems to decrease
patients’ compliance and
adherence to medical treatment
and results in worse health out-
comes and increases disease
severity. 
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The Supreme Court Friday
decided to hear a fresh

plea challenging the 
constitutional validity of a 1993
Central law by which the gov-
ernment acquired 67.703 acres
of land, including the disputed
premises of Ram
Janambhoomi-Babri Masjid,
in Ayodhya.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi
tagged the matter with the
main petition on title dispute
pending before a constitution
bench.

“List the matter before the
bench already seized with the
issue,” the bench of Chief
Justice Gogoi and Justice Sanjiv
Khanna said.

The plea, challenging leg-

islative competence of
Parliament to acquire religious
land, was filed a week after the
Centre had moved the apex
court seeking modification in
its 2003 order and allow it to
return to original owners the 67
acres “non-disputed” land
around the disputed structure
in Ayodhya.

The petition, filed by seven
individuals, including two
Lucknow-based lawyers claim-
ing to be devotees of Ram Lalla,
has contended that Parliament
had no legislative competence
to acquire land belonging to the
state.

Moreover, it said, the state
legislature has the exclusive
power to make provisions relat-
ing to the management of
affairs of religious institutions
inside its territory.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday

said it has attached assets worth
�4.62 crore of Skylight
Hospitality, a firm owned by
Robert Vadra, Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi’s brother-
in-law, in connection with the
Bikaner land scam case.

“The attached assets
include movable assets
amounting to �18,59,500 per-
taining to four individuals and
one immovable property situ-
ated at 268, Sukhdev Vihar in
New Delhi to the extent of
�4,43,36,550 owned by Robert
Vadra’s company Ms Sky Light
Hospitality (P) Ltd (now LLP),”
the agency said.

The ED had registered a
criminal case in connection
with the deal in 2015, taking
cognisance of a clutch of FIRs
and charge sheets filed by
Rajasthan Police after the
tehsildar of Bikaner com-
plained about alleged forgery in
the allotment of land in the
area. The area is considered
sensitive due to its proximity to
the Indo-Pak border. 

“In furtherance of sale/
purchase, these impugned
fraudulent lands were further
sold by subsequent purchasers
to individuals and companies
and all these subsequent sellers
of the impugned land generat-
ed a considerable amount of
profit. The fraudulently gener-
ated profit by these entities is
nothing but proceeds of crime
as defined under PMLA,” the
ED said in a statement. 

Sky Light Hospitality (P) Ltd
had purchased 275 Bigha (69.55
Hectare) land fraudulently for
�72 lakh and sold the same for
�5.15 crores to Allegeny Finlease
(P) Ltd and illegally generated
profit of �4.43 Crores. Four
other individuals had also gen-
erated profit of �18.59 lakhs in
sale of fraudulent acquired land,
the agency said. 

On Tuesday, Vadra and
his mother Maureen had
appeared before the ED in
Jaipur. Congress general secre-
tary and Vadra’s wife Priyanka
Gandhi had accompanied them
to the probe agency’s office.

Last week, the ED had
quizzed Vadra in Delhi for
three days in connection with
a money laundering probe
against him for allegedly
procuring assets abroad in an
illegal manner. 
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Pune: As protests erupted in the city over the attack on CRPF
convoy at Pulwama, a flag-seller here did a brisk business —
in Pakistani flags. Murudkar Zendewale, a famous flag-seller,
sold over 100 national flags of Pakistan on Friday and gave a
lighter free with every flag.

Pakistani flags were burnt at many places in the city in the
wake of the terror attack at Pulwama in Jammu & Kashmir
Thursday in which at least 44 CRPF personnel were killed.
People expressed anger about the neighbouring country,
which is accused of harbouring Jaish-E-Mohammad, the ter-
ror outfit which has claimed the responsibility for the ghastly
attack, by burning Pakistani flags.

PTI

Aligarh: The AMU on Friday
suspended an undergraduate
Student from Kashmir for
allegedly lauding a terrorist
outfit in a social media post
after the terror strike in
Pulwama in which 40 CRPF
personnel were killed.

Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) spokesperson Omar
Peerzada told PTI that the mat-
ter is being further probed and
“strong deterrent action” will be
taken once the investigation is
complete. “AMU has zero tol-
erance for any such pernicious
activity and anyone indulging
in such an act will not be
spared,” Peerzada said. PTI

Nagpur: Rajesh Rajput spoke
to his younger brother Sanjay,
a CRPF jawan, on phone on
Thursday morning. Little did
he know that it would be their
last conversation.

Sanjay Rajput (45) was
among the 44 jawans of the
Central Reserve Police Force
killed when a terrorist rammed
a bomb-laden vehicle into their
bus in Pulwama on Thursday.

A pall of gloom descended
over the CRPF Group Centre
Colony here, where Sanjay’s
family lives, as the news came.

Rajesh told PTI that his
brother was attached to the
CRPF’s 213th battalion, based
in Nagpur, for the last four
years. He lived in the CRPF
colony with his two sons Jai
(13) and Shubham (11) and
wife Sushma Rajput.

“He left Nagpur on
February 11 for his new post-
ing with the 115th battalion in
Srinagar. I called him yesterday
morning, around 9.30 am,
when he told me he had left
Jammu at 3.30 am to join his
new posting,” said Rajesh. PTI

Agartala: Tripura Chief
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb
on Friday announced Rs 2-
lakh compensation for each
family. “People of Tripura and
the State Government would
remain behind the families of
45 martyred CRPF personnel,”
the Chief Minister told the
media after announcing the
compensation. IANS
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Condemning the terror
attack on a CRPF convoy

in Jammu & Kashmir’s
Pulwama, Ajmer Sharif
Dargah dewan Syed Zainul
Abedin Ali Khan on Friday
urged the government to not
allow devotees from Pakistan
to visit the shrine.

Ali Khan, the descendant
of Sufi saint Hazrat Khwaja
Moinuddin Hassan Chishti,
paid tribute to the personnel
killed in the attack. 

He urged the Government
to not allow ‘jatha’ or group of
devotees from Pakistan to
visit the famous shrine 
in Rajasthan’s Ajmer 
during festivals, including Urs,

which commemorates the
death anniversary of the Sufi
saint.

Describing the attack as
“non-Islamic”, he said harming
lives of innocent people by
attacking them cowardly is
against the fundamental prin-
ciples of the religion.

Several devotees from
Pakistan visit the Ajmer Sharif
Dargah every year. On
Thursday, an explosives laden
truck rammed into a CRPF
convoy in Pulwama outside
Srinagar, killing 44 soldiers in
one of the biggest terror
attacks in recent years.

Pakistan-based terror
group Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM) has claimed responsi-
bility for the attack. 

Guwahati: Assam Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
announced Rs 20 lakh to the
family of Moneswar
Basumatary, a CRPF soldier
from the state, who was mar-
tyred in the terrorist attack in
Jammu & Kashmir on
Thursday. Condoling the death
of Basumatary, Sonowal Friday
said his sacrifice would be
remembered by the whole
nation.

PTI

Kolkata: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Friday
said the terror attack in J&K on a CRPF was due to “intelligence
failure” and demanded that there be three-day nationwide mourn-
ing to show respect to the martyrs.

She questioned why the Centre was not declaring national
mourning for the CRPF jawans and said “Will mourning take
place only when political leaders die?” “I demand 72 hours
mourning for the ultimate sacrifice of the soldiers. At least for
national respect. Only one flag is not enough for it,” she told
reporters after returning from New Delhi.

Banerjee said that the Government as well as all the politi-
cal parties should put a stop to all scheduled programme in view
of the terror attack. PTI
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When Rohitash Lamba,
Bhagirath Singh and

Hemraj Meena left their homes
in Rajasthan earlier this week
with the promise that 
they would return to their
families soon, few imagined
that it would turn out to be
their last visit.

Lamba, Singh and Meena
were among the 44 CRPF per-
sonnel killed in a terrorist
attack in Pulwama in Jammu
& Kashmir on Thursday.

Their families on Friday
recalled their passion and love
for the country as they griev-
ed the demise of their loved

ones. Barely two months ago,
Lamba had expressed his joy
on becoming a father on the
social media. He rejoined duty
on February 12 after spending
several days with his family,
including his two-month-old
son. A pall of gloom descend-
ed at Govindpura Basadi vil-
lage near Shahpura, around 65
km from Jaipur, as the news of
Lamba’s death reached.
Former Deputy Speaker of
Rajasthan Assembly and for-
mer Shahpura legislator Rao
Rajendra Singh met Lamba’s
family members on Friday
and expressed his condolences.

He said that Lamba’s wife
fell unconscious on hearing the

tragic news and had to be hos-
pitalised.

The family of 27-year-old
Bhagirath Singh, a resident of
Jaitpur village in Dholpur dis-
trict, was struggling to come to
terms with the loss. On Friday,
the entire village of Jaitpur
mourned the death of the
young man.

“We never knew that he
would leave us so early. He had
promised his father and fam-
ily to return soon two days ago
but they had never imagined
that it would be his last visit
home,” Jaitpur sarpanch Kapur
Chand Gurjar said.

He said Singh’s mother
had passed away when he was

a kid. His father Parshuram, a
farmer, brought up his two
sons alone. Singh joined CRPF
four years ago, whereas his
younger brother Balveer joined
Uttar Pradesh Police.

Singh got married Ranjna
four years ago and has three-
year-old son Vinay and a-
year-and-a-half-old daughter
Shivangi. Hemraj Meena’s wife
Madhu received a call from the
CRPF camp in Jammu around
10 pm Thursday, informing
her about his demise.

Soon after the news
reached the area, villagers
came out their homes and
gathered outside Meena’s home
to pay their tributes. 

Kalabari/Guwahati: “The perpe-
trators must be punished for killing
my father, our jawans, even if it
means carrying out surgical strikes
across the border,” demanded the
daughter of CRPF Head Constable 
Maneswar Basumatari, who was
martyred in Thursday’s terror attack
in Jammu & Kashmir.

Basumatari, the head constable
CRPF 98 Battalion was among the 40
soldiers who were killed in the
Pulwama attack. He is survived by
his daughter, Didmaswari, wife,
Sunmati, and son. “We want justice.
Give a befitting reply to the cowards
responsible for the Pulwama attack,”
said an inconsolable Didmaswari on
Friday. Talking to reporters at the
family’s residence in Kalabari village
in Assam’s Baksa district, she also

demanded that the Government
should look after the family now.

Basumatari had recently visited
home, said the slain head constable’s
wife with tears running down her
face. She was unable to talk further.

After the attack, there were
rumours circulating on social media
that three more soldiers from Assam
had been killed in the attack. The
CRPF jawans rumoured to have
been killed in the blast took to
Facebook on Friday to refute the
rumours. One of the soldiers, Mizing
Basumatary of Udalguri district said
in a Facebook post, “This is fake
news. I am doing fine and nothing
has happened to me. Please don’t
share the fake post.”

CRPF jawan, Pabitra Barman, a
native of Bongaigaon, said, “Hi

friends...I am fully safe & sound. I’m
deployed in other district of Kashmir,
which is far away from Pulwama where
the mischief happened. Jai Hind.”

Family of the third CRPF jawan,
Ananta Saiki of Nagaon district’s
Gorubandha, also stated that he
was safe. His sister, Purnima, told
reporters, “By God’s grace, Ananta is
safe. He called us today. He was on
a bus which was ahead of the con-
voy of 78 vehicles, carrying 2,547
CRPF jawans, that was attacked.”

Meanwhile, various organisa-
tions held protests across Assam.
Protesters burnt effigies of Pakistan-
based terror outfit Jaish-e-
Mohammad, which claimed respon-
sibility for the attack, and flags of the
neighbouring country.

PTI
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With the bugler playing
the ‘last post’, Home

Minister Rajnath Singh turned
a pallbearer on Friday as the
bodies of 44 paramilitary per-
sonnel killed in an audacious
terror strike in South Kashmir’s
Pulwama district were sent on
their last journey home.

Singh, accompanied by a
high-level team comprising
officials from the CRPF, NIA
and Home Ministry, arrived
here on Friday afternoon and
drove straight to the adjacent
CRPF campus where a wreath
laying ceremony was held for
the slain jawans.

As the bugler played the
‘last post’ and guard called for
‘shok salami shastra’ (reversing
of arms in honour of fallen sol-
diers), a two-minute silence was
observed after which the Union
Home Minister gave a shoulder
to the coffin of a jawan which
was being taken to his native
place in a special aircraft. The
Home Minister, Governor Satya
Pal Malik, Home Secretary
Rajiv Gauba, CRPF Director
General RR Bhatnagar, Jammu
& Kashmir DGP Dilbagh Singh
besides others attended the
wreath laying ceremony.

New Delhi: Aadhaar cards,
ID cards, leave applications
and certain other articles
were the only things left of
most of the 44 CRPF person-
nel killed in the Pulwama ter-
ror attack that helped their
colleagues identify them, offi-
cials said on Friday.

Officials said as the bod-
ies of the troops were badly
mutilated and charred due on
the impact of the RDX-trig-
gered blast, it became very
difficult to ascertain their
identities. Most of the slain
jawans were either identified
by their Aadhaar cards, force
IDs, PAN cards or leave appli-
cations kept in their pockets
and bags. PTI
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Shops, vehicles and other
property belonging to a

particular community came
under attack in Poonch and
Jammu, forcing authorities to
clamp curfew in Jammu, 
during a shutdown to
denounce a suicide bombing
that killed 44 CRPF troopers
in the Kashmir Valley.

Authorities first imposed
curfew and sought the Army’s
help to restore order in the win-
ter capital of Jammu & Kashmir
where scores of youths protest-
ing against the suicide attack
torched some vehicles and
smashed many more believed
to be from the Valley.

Jammu District Magistrate
Ramesh Kumar said curfew
had been imposed in the entire
Jammu city to maintain peace.

Police used tear smoke
and batons to disperse the
mobs. The curfew was
imposed initially in Jammu’s
Gujjar Nagar, Talab Khatikan,
Janipur, Bakshi Nagar, Chenni
Heemat, Bus Stand and some
other places in old city area
and later extended to the
entire city.

Violence also erupted in
Poonch district, where too

shops and vehicles belonging
to a particular community
were attacked in Aala Peer
area, forcing police to use tear
smoke and batons.

“People are advised to
maintain calm and not play into
the hands of anti-social ele-
ments who want to exploit the
situation for their nefarious
objectives,” a police officer said.

The Jammu Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(JCCI), an influential body of
traders and industrialists, had
earlier called a shutdown in
Jammu city against the terror
strike in the Valley’s Pulwama
district on Thursday on a
CRPF convoy.

Rakesh Gupta, President of
JCCI, an influential body of
local traders and industrialists,
told IANS, “I appeal to the peo-
ple belonging to different sec-
tions of the society to maintain
the traditional harmony and
brotherhood for which Jammu
has been known ever since the
fires of violence spread in the
(Kashmir) Valley.”

Meanwhile, Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh attend-
ed the wreath laying ceremo-
ny of the troopers at the
Humhama Regimental
Training Centre of the CRPF

in Badgam district.
Rajnath Singh co-chaired

a meeting of the Unified
Headquarters with Governor
Satya Pal Malik here.

The Unified Headquarters
is the apex anti-militancy grid
in the State comprising top
officials of the Army, Central
Armed forces, local police
and State and Central
Intelligence Agencies.

������	��
��������
���4	�����������

#������
����
����
�
��"	
�"�	
�
����
��-
���� ��	�����������
��	������	�1������	������ #�

#	2�	���	���
�	��0�	����

$��������!����
����
�		���
�	��"����	�����������������
�!����������	�������
����������� ����	"��!���������
�		����	����
���������������� ���	�1������	������ ��&

Patna/Bhagalpur: One was
planning wedding of his daugh-
ter, the other eagerly awaiting
arrival of his second child.

The dreams of Sanjay
Kumar Sinha and Ratan Kumar
Thakur went up in smoke in a
trice. They were among the 44
CRPF jawans who lost their
lives. Family and friends of
Sinha received the earth-shat-
tering news of his death with
sorrow, anger and disbelief.

His father Mahendra Prasad
is proud of his son but equally
concerned about what would
happen to his family. “He has two
grown-up, unmarried daughters.
While leaving for duty, he had
said that on his next visit to the
village he will finalise marriage
of elder one. We are distraught,”
grief-stricken father said.

The atmosphere is sombre
at Thakur’s home in Bhagalpur.
He has left behind a four-year-
old son and a wife who is
expecting their second child.
“We were expecting a call from
Ratan by the evening as he had
told us he would speak to us
after joining duty in Srinagar.
Instead, we received a call from
one of his superiors who broke
to us the terrible news,” Niranjan
Thakur, the slain CRPF consta-
ble’s father, said. PTI
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Thousands of Muslims from
south Mumbai joined the

wide-spread protests staged by
several groups and political
parties across the metropolis
against Thursday’s Pulwama
terror attacks which left 44
CRPF personnel dead, even as
the Maharashtra Government
announced an ex-gratia of Rs
50 lakh each to the next of kin
of two jawans from the state
killed in the attack.

Muslims, carrying the
Indian Tricolour, banners, plac-
ards and raising anti-Pakistan
slogans, took out a massive pro-
cession along the busy
Mohammed Ali Road in down-
town south Mumbai.

The slogans like “Pakistan
Murdabad, LeT Murdabad,
“Down with Masood Azhar
and Hafiz Saeed” and “JeM
Murdabad” rented the air, as

the Muslims staged protest
marches in localities of Saifee
Jubilee Street, Handiwala
Mosque, Sunni Bilal Mosque.
Most of these areas observed a
spontaneous bandh.

In a related development,
the BJP-led by Ram Kadam, Raj
Purohit and others –staged
protests against the Pakistani-
sponsored terror strike in dif-
ferent parts of the metropolis.

The Maharashtra and
Mumbai Congress units
orgainsed special condolence
meetings at the state, city and
district party headqua

“We are all one who
mourned the death of live
under and all are sons of
BharatMata! We should not
think of caste,a ligion or faith.
We are the followers of
Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam,”
Fadnavis said, while describing
the Pulgama terror strikes as an
“absolute cowardly and con-

demnable act”.
Ruling Shiv Sena, MNS and

the NCP organised similar
protests and demonstrations at
various parts of the city other
parts of the state, while the MNS
activists burnt  the Pakistan flags
in Mumbai and Thane.

The Bharat Diamond
Bourse, Gem & Jewellery
Export Promotion Council and
Mumbai Diamond Merchants
Association also held a joint
condolence meeting for the
martyred troopers at the BDB
Complex in Bandra Kurla in
north-central Mumba.

The city also witnessed
protests outside major subur-
ban railway stations where
lakh home-bound commuters
raised slogans against Pakistan
and the  perpetrators behind
the Pulgama attacks

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
mourned the death of two
Army jawans — identified as

Sanjay Rajput (45) and Nitin
Rathod from Buldhana district
in eastern Maharashtra — in
the attacks. 

While Sanjay Rajput is
originally from Malkapur, Nitin
Rathod belonged to
Chorpangra village in
Buldhana district.

Sanjay’s brother Rajesh said
that his brother is survived by
wife Sushma Rajput and two
sons Jai (13) and Shubham
(11). Sanjay said his brother
had left Nagpur on 11 February
for his new posting with the
115th battalion in Srinagar. “ I
called him morning of the day
of the incident, around 9.30 am,
when he told me he had left
Jammu at 3.30 am to join his
new posting,” Rajesh said..

Nitin (36) is survived by
wife Vandana, who said has a
new  couple have two minor
children — Jeevan (8) and
Jivika (5).
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Shiv Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray on Friday attrib-

uted the Pulwama attacks 
to the “intelligence failure” and
said it was time to “strike
inside Pakistan”.

Talking to media persons,
Uddhav said that those in
charge of the intelligence
machinery in the valley state
should be removed.

“The issues of alliances,
elections will be there. But
Pakistan must not be allowed
to go scot- free. It should be
taught a befitting lesson,” the
Sena president said, while
replying to a question about his
meeting with Maharashtra
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Thursday.

Maintaining that
Thursday’s terror attack should
be condemned in the strongest
possible terms, Uddhav said:
“This is not just a terror attack.
It has exposed the chinks in the
country’s intelligence system”.

“You (the BJP-led Union
government) conducted surgi-
cal strike in Pak-occupied-
Kashmir. Now the time has
come to strike inside Pakistan.
The entire country supports the
government on this issue,” the
Sena president said.

“Instead of making tall
claims, Pakistan needs to be
taught a lesson once and for all.
If intelligence inputs were not
available, one wonders what do
the people who are holding the
reins were doing. They should
be removed,” Uddhav said.
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The process of forming an
electoral alliance between

the AIADMK and the BJP for
the upcoming Lok Sabha poll
began in right earnest late
Thursday evening. Union
Minister for Railways Piyush
Goyal who is in charge of the
Lok Sabha election for Tamil
Nadu reached Chennai late
Thursday evening and drove
down to the residence of late
industrialist from south-west
Tamil Nadu and had a discus-
sion with the AIADMK repre-
sentatives — P Thangamani
(Power Minister) and SP
Velumani (local administra-
tion minister).

This is the first official
meeting between the AIADMK
and the BJP though backroom
discussions were on for quite
some time about the poll
alliance, according to sources in
both the parties. “We do not see
any reason why there should
not be any alliance between the
AIADMK and the BJP. A for-
mal announcement about the
alliance would be made soon,”
said Narayanan Thiruppathi,
spokesman of the BJP.

Another BJP leader told
The Pioneer that discussions
were  on with leaders of the
Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK),
the DMDK (led by film actor
Vijayakanth) and Dr

Krishnasamy’s Puthiya
Tamilakam. “There is a possi-
bility that Tamil 
Manila Congress led by GK
Vasan too would join the
AIADMK-BJP alliance  though
it may take some more time for
an announcement,” said the
BJP leader.

Since Stalin is not enthusi-
astic in including the TMC in
his front, Vasan is left with only
two options, either to pitch his
tent in the AIADMK-BJP front
or to sail with TTV
Dhinakaran’s  AMMK. But
Anbazhagan, political com-
mentator who is  close confi-
dante of Dhinakaran said
Vasan would  not join  the BJP
alliance and would  join hands
with the AMMK.

Goyal returned to New
Delhi early Friday morning
and is expected back in
Chennai for further talks some-
time next week.  Meanwhile,
the DMK –led front has start-
ed its campaign for the election
buoyed by the opinion poll
results by some of the leading
private agencies which forecast
a total sweep in Tamil Nadu by
the DMK.

Though Stalin has not
announced the constituents of
the rainbow alliance, it is cer-
tain that the Congress, the
Islamist parties,  the  Lefts, the
VCK  and the MDMK led by
Vaiko would figure in the
DMK-led front.
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Subramanian Swamy, MP and
senior BJP leader has sought

the immediate intervention of
Sushma Swaraj, Union Minister
for External Affairs, to help the
Sri Lankan refugees who are
stranded in Tamil Nadu for the
last four  months  because of
non-availability of a ship to take
them home.

In a letter addressed to
Sushma Swaraj on Friday,
Swamy said that during his last
visit to Chennai, he was
‘apprised by the Sri Lankan
refugees that they have been

waiting for four months  for a
ship to be provided  as
promised to return  to their
home country, Sri Lanka.’

“There appears to be some
bureaucratic turf war on who
can decide when to provide the
ship required. Hope it will be
possible for you to intervene
annsure that a ship is provided
to take a batch of Sri Lankan
Tamil refugees who have been
waiting patiently for the last four
months  back to their homes,”
said Dr Swamy in the letter.

Though the Tamil chauvin-
ist parties are in the forefront agi-
tating for the rights of the Tamils
in the island nation,  Dr Swamyis

the first politician from Tamil
Nadu to take up cudgels on
behalf of the Tamils in Sri
Lanka, pointed out Sri Lankan
observers based in the State.

The Sri Lankan High
Commissioner to India Austin
Fernando, has been quoted as
saying that there are 97,000 Sri
Lankan refugees in India. The
High Commissioner who was in
Chennai recently along with a
team of officials from Colombo
to find out the first- hand details
pertaining to Tamil refugees
had made it clear that Sri Lanka
needed  the refugees and would
take all steps to ensure their
return to the home country .
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disgruntled Congress MLAs,
against whom a disqualification
petition is pending with the
assembly Speaker, Friday met
party leader and former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah here
and reportedly pledged loyal-
ty to the party. “MLA Shri
Nagendra and Shri Ramesh
Jarkiholi met CLPleader Shri
@siddaramaiah along with
minister Shri Zameer Ahmed
Khan,” Karnataka Congress
said in a tweet.

Though what transpired at
the meeting was not known,
party sources calling it a one-
to-one meeting said, the legis-
lators pledged their loyalty to
the party and requested the
CLP leader to withdraw the
disqualification petition while
narrating their grievances.

Siddaramaiah is said to
have advised both Jarkiholi
and Nagendra not to take any
decision in haste until the Lok
Sabha elections are over,
according to the sources.

The CLP leader Thursday
had said his petition seeking
disqualification of four dis-
gruntled party MLAs was
pending with the Speaker, who
is the competent authority to
take action under the anti-
defection law.

The former CM said his
petition to Speaker has nothing
to do with four MLAs attend-
ing Session since Wednesday, as
he noted that the legislators
have violated the whip in ear-
lier instances. PTI
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Arecent PTI report cites
researchers as saying that rising
sea levels, caused by climate
change, could destroy the
world’s biggest mangrove forest

— Sunderbans — spanning more than
10,000 square kilometres in India and
Bangladesh, in the next 50 years. It quotes
Sharif Mukul, an assistant professor at the
Independent University, Bangladesh, as
saying that analyses by researchers indicate
that the Sunderban’s tiger habitats would
vanish by 2070. The area being perhaps the
most important habitat of the majestic ani-
mal, the development has serious implica-
tions for the Royal Bengal Tiger’s survival.
The report further quotes Bill Lawrence, a
professor at Australia’s James Cook
University, as stating that the animal, now
“mainly confined to small areas of India and
Bangladesh”, is “facing a double whammy”—
the increasing unavailability of the
Sunderbans area for themselves and their
prey as well as encroachment by industry,
construction of roads and poaching.

All of this warrants concern on two
counts — the future of the Royal Bengal
Tiger as a species, the consequences of the
extinction of tigers and the developments
leading to both. As to the first, around 97
per cent of the world’s tiger population per-
ished in the last 100 years and, according
to the latest statistics, only 3,890 tigers are
left in the world. The developments lead-
ing to the extinction of tigers include the
destruction of their forest habitats for
human settlements, industry and infrastruc-
ture, the consequent increase in human-tiger
conflict  and the extensive use of tiger parts
in Chinese medicines.

Encroachments on tiger habitats are
liable to grow given the continuing increase
in human population, the rising demands
for housing settlements and industrial and
agricultural products arising therefrom. The
incidence of conflict between people and
tigers is also set to rise as the decline in the
availability of prey, who share tigers’ shrink-
ing habitats, compels the latter to target
domesticated animals like cattle. Finally,
there is no sign of any fall in the demand
for tiger parts in Chinese medicines despite
it being medically established that they have
no medicinal value at all.

China has postponed the implementa-
tion of its decision to lift the ban on the use
of tiger bones and rhino horns — from both
animals bred in captivity — by hospitals, and
domestic trade in antique tiger and rhino
products, which would have given a cover
of legitimacy to the sale of parts from
poached animals. The decision, though most
welcome, needs to be made permanent and
Beijing has to further step up its efforts to
stanch illegal trade in animal parts.

The fate of the Royal Bengal Tiger will
be determined by the interplay of these fac-
tors and the measures taken to conserve and
increase their number. Significant measures

have been taken towards the lat-
ter. The international ban on the
trade in tigers, instituted in
1993, has vastly reduced the mass
slaughter of the species by poach-
ing and trade. Nevertheless,
poaching and illegal trade con-
tinue not only to provide the
manufacturers of traditional
Chinese medicines but fuel a
demand for tiger heads and
skins as status symbols and dec-
orative items.

At the national level, China
has done much to increase its
tiger population in the country’s
North-eastern region by recent-
ly establishing the Tiger and
Leopard National Park — 1.6
times larger than Yellowstone
National Park in the United
States. India, home to 70 per
cent of tigers in the world,
launched Project Tiger in April
1973 when Indira Gandhi was
Prime Minister. It aims at ensur-
ing viable population of Royal
Bengal Tigers in their natural
habitats, protecting them from
extinction and setting up
reserves for the purpose. There
are now 50 of the latter. In
September, 2006, it set up the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority to extend statutory
authority to Project Tiger to
provide legal sanction to its
directives, foster accountability
on the part of the Centre and
the States in the management of
tiger reserves by providing a
basis for MoUs among them,
providing parliamentary over-

sight and address the interest of
local people in areas around
tiger reserves.

In June, 2007, it constitut-
ed a multi-disciplinary Tiger
and Other Endangered Species
Crime Control Bureau (Wildlife
Crime Control Bureau), to com-
bat organised illegal trading in
wildlife and their derivatives. In
May, 2012, the Centre advised
the States to each create, arm
and deploy a Special Tiger
Protection Force around the
habitats of the big cats. A num-
ber of States, including
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Maharashtra,
have already done so.

The results have been grat-
ifying. The number of tigers has
risen from 1,411 in 2006 to 1,706
in 2010 and 2,226 in 2014. The
current census, which began in
2018, is expected to produce a
higher figure. Yet complacence
would be disastrous. Poaching,
particularly in the form of poi-
soning, which causes prolonged
and painful death, continues.
Encroachments into tiger habi-
tats continue. It would be illus-
trative to cite a few examples
from Maharashtra which has a
very poor record in this respect.
Last year, it sanctioned the
diversion of 467.5 hectares of
forest land in Yavatmal district
for a cement plant. Also, its rec-
ommendation has led to the
clearance, in principle, of 87.98
hectares of land in Kondhali and
Kalmeshwar ranges — barely

160 km from Yavatmal — to an
explosives company in Chakdoh
for manufacturing defence prod-
ucts. Worse, the land earmarked
being reportedly in the tiger cor-
ridor between Bor and Melghat
tiger reserves, the factory would
prevent the movement of tigers
between the two. Also, the pro-
posal to widen, from meter to
broad gauge, the 176-km Akola-
Khandawa railway, a 39 kilome-
tre stretch of which passes
through the Melghat reserve,
threatens to cause more acci-
dents, wildlife mortality and
fragmentation of habitat.

Much of what has been
achieved in protecting the tiger
would be lost if the trend con-
tinues. The results would be dis-
astrous. The Royal Bengal Tiger
is not only at the top of the food
chain in the wild but constitutes
a vital link in maintaining
nature’s rich diversity and
ecosystems that sustain both
nature and people. And it is not
just the tiger. Over 3,000 species
are becoming extinct every
year. Indeed, the world is now
in the midst of its sixth mass
extinction of plants and animals
in the last half-a-billion years,
and the worst since the extinc-
tion of dinosaurs 65 million
years ago. At this rate, as many
as 30 to 50 per cent of all species
would be moving toward
extinction by the middle of
this century.

(The writer is Consultant
Editor, The Pioneer, and an
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Comptroller revived”
(February 15). Indeed, the
Comptroller and Auditor General
of India’s (CAG) job is very tough
considering the low strength of its
employees and the amount of
scrutiny it always faces. Since the
auditing body has made some
gross miscalculations in the past
so as to deliver its report fast, it
became all the more pressing for
it to be impartial and accurate in
its findings. 

As far as Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi’s obsession with
the Rafale deal is concerned, it is
but yet another ploy to find faults
with the Prime Minister and his
Government. Now that the CAG
has given clean chit to Modi and
the BJP, Rahul Gandhi’s criticism
sounds hollow. Having said that,
the Government should have
reacted to all these false allega-
tions smartly and not allowed it
to snowball into a controversy.
What a shame that a genuine
need and demand of the Indian
Air force has turned into a 
bizarre drama.   

Bal Govind 
Noida
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial,  “Comptroller revived”
(February 15). When it comes to
public spending, the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG), like any

other internal auditor, earned
the high reputation of being
‘nosy’. This time, it seems, in the
nation’s interest, they closed
their nose while preparing the
report of the Rafale deal.
Selective reading makes it clear
that the Government wants to
say that they have got another

clean chit. Earlier, the Supreme
Court, too, had found no irreg-
ularities in the deal. If both the
Constitutional bodies have given
the Modi Government a clean
chit over the Rafale deal, why
not close the issue and place the
records before a Joint
Parliamentary Committee unless

the Government wants use the
CAG’s report — which claimed
that NDA’s Rafale deal was 2.86
per cent cheaper than the UPA’s
— to safeguard their political
interests? 

N Nagarajan 
Via email
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Sir — It is heartening that the
Supreme Court thinks that
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief
Mayawati should return the
‘hundreds of crores’ of public
money she spent on statues of
herself and the BSP’s party sym-
bol to the exchequer. 

The apex court should look
into similar misuse of funds —
there are numerous such
instances — by both the Central
as well as State Governments
and hold them accountable.
This will not only boost India’s
failing economy but also come
to the aid of the thousands who
still live below the poverty line
in our country.

Jameel Ahmad
Via email
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It’s been a busy week in Spain. On
Tuesday, Twelve Catalan leaders of
the attempted secession from

Spain in 2017 went on trial in
Madrid, charged with rebellion, sedi-
tion and misuse of public funds. And
on Wednesday the Spanish
Government fell when two small
Catalan nationalist parties voted
against its budget, essentially to pun-
ish it for not stopping the trial.

But Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez’s Government couldn’t have
stopped the trial at this point: Spanish
courts are independent. And the
‘Catalan Twelve’ are certainly guilty of
something, although it isn’t ‘rebellion’,
which in Spanish law involves a violent
uprising. They are guilty of cheating but
there isn’t any law against that.

Sanchez’s now defunct

Government would almost certainly
not have brought such extreme charges
against the Catalan would-be martyrs.
(Oriol Junqueras, former Vice President
of the separatist regional Government
of Catalonia, faces a possible 25 years
in prison.) But the charges were
brought under the previous Right-wing
Government of Mariano Rajoy and
Sanchez couldn’t just cancel them.

Sanchez’s Socialist Party, which
took power last June, depended on two
small Catalan separatist parties for its
majority. It has fallen because the
Catalans felt he had done too little to
prevent the trial of the ‘Catalan twelve’.
The trial will continue and the snap
election that must now follow will be
held in an atmosphere of super-heat-
ed nationalism. The separatists prob-
ably don’t mind.

We are already being treated to a
feast of nationalist rhetoric cloaked in
the idiom of democratic rights over this
trial. Former Catalan President Carles
Puigdemont, who declared Catalonia’s
independence but chose to go into exile
rather than face trial when the gambit
failed, declared that the trial is “a stress
test for the Spanish democracy.”

As the trial began, Jordi Sanchez,
one of the twelve, tweeted: “I am going
in with my head held high, convinced
that self-determination is not a crime.”
The trial is really about “the right to self-
determination and the democratic
principle,” said defence lawyer Andreu
van den Eyde. But all this talk of high
principle is quite beside the point.

What actually happened in
Catalonia in 2017 was that Catalan
nationalists, unable to win a convinc-
ing majority for their project of inde-
pendence, decided to skip the bit
about a convincing majority. They did
control the regional Government, so
they declared a referendum on inde-

pendence in which only those in
favour of separation would vote.

Such a referendum was illegal
under the Spanish Constitution, which
forbids secession, so the pro-Spanish
parties would boycott the referen-
dum. They would have to boycott it in
order to stay within the law. Whereas
all those who wanted independence —
almost half the population — would
defy the law and cast their votes.

That’s exactly how it worked.
Every opinion poll for years had
shown that Catalonia was split right
down the middle, with around 45 per
cent for independence, 45 per centa-
gainst it and 10per cent undecided. Just

45 per cent of the population voted in
the referendum and 90 per cent of them
voted for independence. Those who
didn’t vote could now be dragged out
of Spain without further ado. Hurrah
for democracy!

For the secessionist leaders, it was
a two-way bet. Just possibly, the rest of
the world would fail to notice how the
vote was rigged, accept it as a democ-
ratic exercise and recognise their claim.
Just possibly, too, the Spanish state
would be so weak that it would fail to
defend the rights of the half of
Catalonia’s population who wanted to
stay in Spain. Or, more likely, the
Spanish Government would intervene
to stop this attempted kidnapping and
arrest those who had led it. They could
then be portrayed as pro-democracy
martyrs. That would be almost as help-
ful to the nationalist cause and it’s what
is happening right now.

To be fair to Catalan nationalists,
most of their fellow-citizens in the
region who oppose independence are
Spanish-speakers, descended from
people who immigrated from other
regions to share in Catalonia’s indus-
trial prosperity. A majority of Catalan-

speakers do back independence. How
can you choose to disregard the views
of the Spanish-speaking half of the
region’s current population in order to
sneak your independence project
through? By believing that they are not
entitled to a view because they are not
real Catalans. Of course, you never say
it quite like this in public.

These views persist and the
‘Catalan problem’ will not go away.
Neither will the ‘Basque problem’,
which involves almost identical dilem-
mas on the other side of Spain. It’s the
classic problem facing long-established
ethnic and linguistic groups that have
become minorities, or just barely
majorities, in their own lands. There is
no ‘fair’ solution, just endless unsatis-
factory compromises.

The new Spanish Government that
emerges from the forthcoming snap
election, whatever it is (nobody knows),
won’t be able to solve the problem
either. The most it can do, if it’s sensi-
ble, is to commute any prison sentences
imposed on the ‘Catalan Twelve’ and
deny them martyrdom.

(The writer is an independent
journalist)

.�������������������		����

(!#()%��')*�,��)-#*�). ,���(*#)*. /01�23/4

.��	�1��1����	�	����	�	���	������#&

���	�1������������	��&������11����,�����'

1�������%�����
��&��,�$�	��'����
A.���B��������,�������

��	&��
��������

	���,����������������	�
�,����,�����
��	�����$������	����1��	�����'�	���
��	��	�������	���,������
A'�����1���'�����	��
�����#������

��
�.59�)����
��

The deadly suicide car bomb attack on a
convoy of the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) at Awantipora in Jammu

& Kashmir’s Pulwama district, which claimed
the lives of more than 40 troopers and left
many injured, is a rude call to the nation to
smell the coffee and accept the fact that mil-
itancy in Kashmir has been overtaken by rad-
ical jihadists, who want the Talibanisation of
Kashmir. The latest attack was the most
severe of all and led to the highest number of
‘deaths’. Kashmir witnessed the last such
attack in 2001, when three terrorists belong-
ing to the Jaish-e-Mohammed carried out an
attack on the Jammu & Kashmir State
Assembly complex in Srinagar using a Tata
Sumo loaded with explosives that rammed into
the main gate. Around 38 civilians and three
suicide bombers were killed. The next spate of
such car bomb attacks was witnessed in 2005
when between June and November, three
attacks on different targets killed 23 civilian
and security forces personnel. Car bomb
attacks bear the signature of Taliban and Al
Qaeda style of fighting, both of whom are rad-
ical jihadist terror groups.

The preferred mode of suicide attacks by
terrorists in Kashmir was the attack on the
security forces camps termed as “fidayeen hits”
and ambushes close to the Line of Control
(LoC) referred to as “BAT attack” till the killing
of dreaded terrorist Burhan Wani. The reason
was obvious. Terrorists and their akas in
Pakistan were reluctant to cross the “threshold”
fearing loss of popular public support. Till this
period, Kashmir was being radicalised. The
aftermath of Burhan Wani’s killing indicated
that the enemy had succeeded in radicalising
the Kashmiri society. Large-scale public sup-
port to the terrorists, rise in stone-throwing
attacks on security forces and senseless killings
of Army men, policemen and civilians not
receiving the type of condemnation they
deserved were indicators enough to assess that
jihadists had overtaken the reins of the ongo-
ing movement in Kashmir. Subsequent state-
ments made by Zakir Musa, one-time accom-
plish of Burhan Wani, and the present self-
styled commander of Al Qaeda-affiliate terror-
ist organisation, Ansar Ghazwatul Hind, ridi-
culing the Hurriyat leadership and the so-called
azadi movement were clear and loud enough
to be ignored but did lead to the present state.

Despite the reverses suffered by various
tanzeems due to the successful intelligence
based operations launched by the security
forces, the resolve of the jihadists did not dither.
Their attacks became more deadly, barbaric and
daring. There was a clear divide in the
Kashmiri society between the peace-seekers
and pro-jihad radicals. While the peace-seek-
ers provided intelligence to the security forces
for launching surgical operations against the
terrorists, the radicalised supporters of jihadists
provided them shelter, food and cover from the
security forces by resorting to stone-pelting on
those involved in anti-terror operations. The
modus operandi of the jihadists bore more and
more semblance to the Islamic State (IS), Al
Qaeda and Taliban style of operations.

The Kashmiri youth has been lured into
jihad on the understanding that azaadi-relat-
ed activism would lead them to “heaven.” As vet-
eran Kashmiri politician Muzzafar Hussain Beig
said, “It is an IS-sponsored religious war in
Kashmir. It is not a fight for political freedom
or choice between India and Pakistan but
between heaven and hell.” It is the race to heav-
en that has brain-washed the Kashmiri youth
and the likes of alleged car bomber, Aadil
Ahmad alias Waqas Commando of Gundi Bagh,
Pulwama. This also explains the fact as to how
the Jaish has been able to carry out this dastard-
ly attack despite the claim by security forces of
virtually eliminating the JeM leadership in the
Valley, including two close relatives of Jaish
supremo Masood Azhar. A spurt of sniper
attacks on the security forces camps also indi-
cated the aggressive posture adopted by the
jihadists but was soon neutralised by the Army
through its counter-strategy. 

Ironically, the mainstream political lead-
ership of Kashmir, which has of late become
pro-jihadist, is refusing to accept the obvious
and continues to harp the same old story of a
‘political problem’ and ‘misled innocent boys’
who need to be dealt with sympathy rather
than an iron hand. This attitude of theirs has
only emboldened the jihadists. The latest
attempt of to set up  a communal and religious
divide is evident from the politicking over the
grant of divisional status to Ladakh by raising
similar demands for Kargil and Muslim-
majority districts south of Pir Panjal, mischie-
vously referring to them as Chenab Valley and
Panjal regions. 

The Governor’s administration will have
to act firm and quick to douse the fire lit by
these forces. It may well become the alibi for
spreading the wings of jihadists to these hith-
erto peaceful areas. The timing of the attack

is also worth noting. It not only coincides with
the renewed efforts of peace talks with the
Taliban but also with the heat building up with-
in India in view of the 2019 elections.

The security forces will have to remain
alive to the growing jihadist challenge and act
swiftly and firmly to counter their new strat-
egy. It is important to note the claim made by
JeM that Adil Ahmad was inspired to become
a suicide bomber after the Taliban claimed
“victory” due to the announcement by US
President Trump to reduce the American boot
strength in Afghanistan. Any decline in res-
olute and integrated response by the security
forces in Kashmir may lead them to harbour
such ideas of presumed “victory” and embold-
en the jihadists further. 

Though it is too early to get involved with
fact-finding, many inputs lead to believe that
there has been “negligence.” In an active con-
flict zone where jihadists are purportedly fight-
ing for the fulfilment of divine will — Ghazwa-
e-Hind — there is no scope for negligence.
Despite the warning issued by the Jammu &
Kashmir Police through their signal dated
February  8, and circulation of a video captured
from terrorists showing car bomb attack in
Afghanistan, there are many questions to be
answered about the sanitisation of the area and
the efficacy of Road Opening Parties. There
once again arises the need to review the high-
er command system of the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs). The present system of
deputing Indian Police Service (IPS) officers
to occupy higher ranks has been found want-
ing on numerous occasions in the past as well.
There is a strong case for higher command
posts to be occupied by cadre officers who have
gone through the rigours of ground-level func-
tioning of their respective forces instead of gen-
eral cadre IPS officers who lack combat expe-

rience.
Since JeM has claimed the attack, involve-

ment of Pakistan is obvious. Another fact that
is obvious and unambiguous is that in Pakistan,
the reins of the Government are firmly in the
hands of the notorious triad of Mullah-Military-
Militants with the Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) and terrorists ruling the roost and calling
the shots. The so-called peace gestures of their
Prime Minister and the Army Chief are only a
smoke-screen to their real intents. India should
not fall prey to the trap laid by the triad in the
form of opening the Kartarpur Corridor by using
their puppet Imran Khan.

There is no doubt that Pakistan continues
with its policy of state sponsorship of terrorism
and abetting and aiding cross-border adventur-
ism fully embedded with jihadi terror. The
reduction of American boots will provide ISI the
additional strength of the Taliban and other
Afghan-specific jihadist terrorists to be employed
against India. Pakistan has been temporarily able
to tide over the economic crisis due to the hid-
den Chinese support and magnanimity of its
Muslim friends. This has further emboldened
the country to support jihadists and use them
to implement their anti-India policy. How
much effect the Government’s decision to
withdraw ‘most favoured nation’ status to
Pakistan will have, only time will tell.
Nevertheless, its immediate response will be of
playing the ‘victim hood’ card and further gen-
erating anti-India hysteria. The Government of
India will have to use its diplomatic strength and
international good will to designate Pakistan as
a “terror state.” The nation needs to unite to
counter the jihadist challenge.

(The writer is a Jammu-based political com-
mentator,  columnist and security and 
strategic analyst. The views expressed are 
entirely personal)
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The CBDT has stressed that
Aadhaar-PAN linking is

“mandatory” for those filing
an Income Tax Return (ITR)
and this procedure has to be
“completed” by March 31 this
year.

“Constitutional validity of
Aadhaar has been upheld by
the Supreme Court of India in
September, 2018.
Consequently, in terms of
Section 139AA of Income Tax
Act, 1961 and order dated June
30, 2018 of the Central Board
of Direct Taxes, Aadhaar-PAN
linking is mandatory now
which has to be completed till
March 31, 2019 by PAN hold-
ers requiring filing of ITR,” the
CBDT said in an advisory
Thursday.

The Supreme Court on
February 6 had confirmed that
linkage of PAN with Aadhaar
is mandatory for filing of ITRs. 

This reiteration of the
September order of the apex
court came on an appeal filed
by the Centre against a Delhi
High Court order allowing
two persons, to file their ITRs
for 2018-19 without linking
their Aadhaar and PAN num-
bers.

A bench comprising
Justices A K Sikri and S Abdul
Nazeer said the top court has
already decided the matter and
upheld the section 139AA of

the Income Tax Act.
The apex court on

September 26 last year had
declared the Centre’s flagship
Aadhaar scheme as constitu-
tionally valid but struck down
some of its provisions includ-
ing its linking with bank
accounts, mobile phones and
school admissions.

Former CBDT Chairman
Sushil Chandra, early this
month at an event, had said
that just 23 crore PAN card
holders — over half of the total
PAN card holders — have so
far linked their cards with bio-
metric ID Aadhaar.

He had said the I-T
Department has so far issued
42 crore permanent account
numbers (PAN), of which 23
crore have been linked with
Aadhaar.

Chandra said that once

Aadhaar is linked with PAN
and PAN is linked with bank
account, the I-T department
can find out spending pattern
and other details of the
assessee. Also since many agen-
cies are linked with Aadhaar, it
would be easier to gauge
whether the benefits of welfare
schemes are availed by eligible
persons, he said.

Section 139 AA (2) of the
Income Tax Act says that every
person having PAN as on July
1, 2017, and eligible to obtain
Aadhaar, must intimate his
Aadhaar number to tax author-
ities. 

While Aadhaar is issued by
the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI) to
a resident of India, PAN is a 10-
digit alphanumeric number
allotted by the IT Department
to a person, firm or entity. 
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Arun Jaitley on Friday
resumed charge as the

Finance Minister after a gap
of over a month, which was
the second break within a
year that he had to take to
undergo medical treatment.

The President of India,
as advised by the Prime
Minister, has directed to
assign the portfolios of the
Minister of Finance and
Minis ter  of  C or p orate
Affairs to Arun Jaitley, an
official statement said on
Friday.

Ja i t l e y  tweeted  on
Friday: “Resumed work at
the Ministry of Finance
today (Friday). Thankful to
Shri Piyush Goyal who dis-
charged the responsibility
at the MoF diligently & com-
petently.”

Jaitley, 66, who last week
returned from the US after
undergoing medical treat-
ment, f irst attended the
Cabinet  Committee  on
Security (CCS) meeting that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had called to discuss
the terror attack in south
Kashmir’s Pulwama district
that killed around 40 CRPF
personnel, and then came to
North Block — the seat of the
Finance Ministry.
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The Commerce Ministry
would soon notify to the

World Trade Organization
(WTO) its decision to revoke
the most-favoured nation
(MFN) status to Pakistan on
security grounds, an official
said Friday.

The decision would enable
India to increase custom duties
on goods imported from
Pakistan. India imported goods
worth $488.5 million in 2017-
18.

“Now, the Commerce
Ministry will notify to the
WTO to revoke the MFN sta-
tus to Pakistan by invoking
Article 21 of the WTO which
is the security exception,” the
official said.

The Ministry would work
on a list of goods imported
from Pakistan over which India
would increase the customs
duties.

After the Pulwama terror
attack on Thursday, India on
Friday withdrew the MFN sta-
tus to Pakistan. Following this,
India can raise customs duties
on goods being imported from
Pakistan up to the bound level
duty rates. Currently, India’s

custom duties on goods to
members of the WTO are
below the bound level rates.
The current customs duties
imposed are called applied
rates and the level at which one
can increase is known as bound
rates.

The main items which
India imports include fresh
fruits, cement, petroleum prod-
ucts, bulk minerals and ores
and finished leather.

India granted the MFN
status to Pakistan way back in
in 1996, but the neighbouring
country had not yet recipro-
cated.

Total India-Pakistan trade
has increased marginally to
$2.41 billion in 2017-18 as
against $2.27 billion in 2016-17.
India imported goods worth
$488.5 million in 2017-18 and
exported goods worth $1.92
billion in that fiscal.

India mainly exports raw
cotton, cotton yarn, chemi-
cals, plastics, manmade yarn
and dyes to Pakistan.

Trade experts said this
decision would not have a
major implication on bilateral
trade between the countries as
the value of trade is below $3
billion annually.

They said that although
Pakistan can drag India into the
WTO’s dispute settlement
mechanism on the matter, their
case would be weak as they
have not yet granted the tag to
India. 
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Orient Bell Limited, a tile
industry company, has

launched a new marketing
campaign, that breaks indus-
try norms by addressing con-
sumer needs. 

The new campaign,
‘Chote bathrooms ke bade
solutions’ i.e. big solutions for
small bathrooms promises
Orientbell’ s expertise in
making even small spaces
look bigger by choosing the
right colors of tiles & laying
them in a recommended way.

Building on this univer-
sal truth, Orientbell and their
tile experts will make even
the smallest room, the bath-
room, look bigger by helping
choose the right color com-
bination of tiles & recom-
mending the best patterns to
lay them. To avail the ser-
vices, Consumers can visit an
Orientbell showroom or give
a missed call on 8750733333.

With this brand cam-
paign, Orientbell has taken a
relatable yet humorous
approach to a problem most
homeowners live with.
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New Delhi: The Central Government has recently amend-
ed the  High Security Registration Plates (HSRPs) law and
introduced the Motor Vehicles (New High Security
Registration Plates) Order, 2018. As a result, HSRPs which
are supplied under the strict watch and scrutiny of the State
Governments through manufacturers selected by the State
Government, would from the 1st of April be supplied through
Motor Vehicle manufacturers and affixed by their dealers.
Addressing the media, international road safety expert, chair-
man Raahat, Dr. Kamaljit Singh Soi said, “the move will lead
to a massive increase in crimes as the forged number plates
will be easier to aquire. So, such move must be scrapped forth-
with because it a national security issue too. We must let the
State Govenments countinue to deal with this.” PNS
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New Delhi: Microsoft India hosted the second edi-
tion of its Accessibility Summit — Empowering for
Inclusion on Friday in collaboration with The
National Association of the Deaf and National
Centre for Promotion of Employment of Disabled
People (NCPEPD). The summit is a platform that
brings together multiple stakeholders to spark a dia-
logue on inclusive technology, evangelize accessi-
bility standards & highlight inclusive technology
solutions, as well as assess policy’s role in creating
an accessible India. This includes people with dis-
abilities, their support-system, developers of assis-
tive technologies, policy makers, CSR profession-
als and service-providers. PNS
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Friday withdrew the 20 per cent

limit on investments by FPIs in cor-
porate bonds of an entity with a view
to encourage more foreign invest-
ments.

As part of the review of the FPI
investment in corporate debt under-
taken in April 2018, it was stipulated

that no FPI should have an exposure
of more than 20 per cent of its cor-
porate bond portfolio to a single cor-
porate (including exposure to entities
related to the corporate).

While the provision was aimed at
incentivising FPIs to maintain a port-
folio of assets, market feedback indi-
cates that foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) have been constrained by this
stipulation, the RBI said.
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The country’s exports grew
3.74 per cent to $26.36 billion

in January on account of growth
in sectors such as gems & jew-
ellery, pharmaceuticals and
chemicals, according to data
from the Commerce Ministry.

Imports almost remained
flat at $41 billion during the last
month, narrowing the trade

deficit to $14.73 billion.
The trade deficit stood at

$15.67 billion in January 2018.
Gold imports also grew

38.16 per cent to $2.31 billion
in January this year as against
$1.67 billion in the corre-
sponding month of 2018.

During the April-January
period of the current financial
year, exports grew 9.52 per cent
to $271.8 billion.
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US-based direct selling
major Amway Inc expects

India to be a huge growth dri-
ver for the company and play
a role in its global supply chain
through innovative herbal
products, a top company offi-
cial said on Friday.

The company also aims a
sustained double-digit growth
in the next five years in India,
a market which it is expecting
to break into its top-five glob-
al markets in the mid to long

term.
“Of course we do. The size

and the scope and the breadth
of the Indian market, we see it
as a huge growth driver for us
globally,” Amway Inc co-chair-
man Douglas L DeVos told PTI
here in an interview.

He was responding to a
query on whether Amway
believes that India can be
among its top-five global mar-
kets. Currently, the country is
ranked seventh after China,
US, South Korea, Japan,
Thailand and Taiwan.

Amway has already set a
target of USD 1 billion sales in
India by 2025. In 2017-18, the
direct selling firm had sales of
�1,800 crore and expects to
touch �2,000 crore in 2018-19.

Commenting on the com-
pany’s ambitions in India,
DeVos said: “We have grown at
a rate of 7% now, so we are
going to have double digits in
the near future. We believe that
is the pace we can maintain cer-
tainly for the next five years and
hopefully even accelerate.”

The growth will be driven

by the company’s existing prod-
ucts besides new introductions
such as the locally developed
herbal range.

He said some of the markets
like Thailand and Malaysia have
already expressed interest in the
herbal products from India.

“Indonesia and markets in
South East Asian region would
be very interested in products
like these. We see India having
a role in global supply chain,
not just India for India but for
other markets as well,” DeVos
said.

Last year, Amway India
made a foray into herbal skin-
care products, positioning a
dominant number of items
under its Attitude range.

Elaborating on growing
expectations from India, he
said: “We made investment in
manufacturing here and at that
time, it may have been more
India for India but I think as we
talk about the innovation side,
like the (herbal) products, we
are trying to use the resources
that we have as a global 
company.”
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Dalmia Bharat Sugar and
Industries Ltd has report-

ed a 20% decline in net profit
at �43.36 crore for the third
quarter ended December 2018. 

The net profit stood at
�54.24 crore in December quar-
ter of 2017-18, the company said
in a regulatory filing.

Total revenue fell to �467.47
crore during October-
December quarter of 2018-19
from �612.20 crore in the cor-
responding period of the pre-
vious year.

During April-December
period of this fiscal, net profit
fell to �141.23 crore from

�146.65 crore in the same peri-
od of previous fiscal. 

Total income fell to
�1,516.35 crore during April-
December this year from
�1,819.75 crore in the year-ago
period.

“Lower sugar segment prof-
itability on account of lower
sugar sales realisation for the
nine months has been offset to
a significant extent by higher
profitability of distillery and
cogeneration segments,” the
company said in a statement.

Jawaharpur distillery has
been successfully expanded to
120 kilo litre per day from 80
kilo litre per day during the
quarter and a 60 kilo litre per

day distillery has been com-
missioned in Nigohi in the
month of January 2019. The
benefits of the same would
accrue in the subsequent peri-
ods, it added.

Dalmia Bharat Sugar &
Industries has business interests
in integrated sugar (including
cogen and distillery), wind-
farms, magnesite and miscella-
neous businesses.

The company has three
sugar factories located in Uttar
Pradesh (Jawaharpur, Nigohi
and Ramgarh) and two in
Maharashtra (Kolhapur and
Sangli). It has aggregate sugar-
cane crushing capacity of 29,500
tonne per day. 


	��� ���
�	

Benchmark equity indices
reeled under selling pres-
sure for the seventh

straight session on Friday as
pharma, metal, auto and bank-
ing stocks led losses amid sus-
tained foreign fund outflows,
muted earnings season and
weak global cues.

However, emergence of
buying in power, energy and
PSU stocks in the last one hour
of the session and covering-up
of short positions by speculators
wiped off most losses.

The 30-share Sensex, after
slumping 365 points to hit a low
of 35,510.97 intra-day, recouped
most of the lost ground on fag-
end buying, and finally settled
with a modest fall of 67.27
points, or 0.19% down at
35,808.95. The index has now
lost over 1,165  points in seven
sessions. The broader NSE Nifty,
after shuttling between 10,620.40
and 10,785.75, settled at
10,724.40 points, down by 21.65
points, or 0.20%.

On a weekly basis, the BSE
index dropped 737.53 points, or
over 2%, while NSE Nifty fell
219.20 points, or 2%.

Market staged a sharp
recovery from the bottom, con-
firming support for the market
at lower levels, said Sunil
Sharma, chief investment officer,

Sanctum Wealth Management.
Investor sentiment was roiled by
weakness in retail sales in the
US, and persisting worries
around domestic debt and liq-
uidity, he said. “The mid-cap
and large-cap divergence con-
tinued, and year-to-date the
Nifty 50 is outperforming the
Midcap 50 by 4.3%,” he added. 

In stock-specific action, Sun
Pharma was the biggest loser
among Sensex components,
plunging 3.94%, followed by
Tata Steel falling 3.12%.

Other big losers included
Vedanta, Hero MotoCorp, Bajaj
Finance, SBI, Axis Bank, HDFC,
Maruti Suzuki, Yes Bank, M&M,
IndusInd Bank, TCS, HUL,
Kotak Bank, HDFC Bank, HCL
Techand  ICICI Bank, losing up
to 2.87%. Dr Reddy’s stock
crashed over 4% ,on massive
selling by participants.

On the other hand, NTPC,
PowerGrid, Reliance Industries,
L&T, Bharti Airtel, Tata Motors,
Coal India, Infosys, ITC, Bajaj
Auto and Asian Paint ended
higher by up to 4.13%.

ONGC, too, gained 2.27%,
after the state-owned company
on Thursday reported a 65%
jump in its third quarter net
profit as higher prices made up
for a fall in oil output.

Sector-wise, the BSE metal
index emerged worst performer,
tumbling 2.32%, followed by

healthcare down 2.27%,  auto
(1.21%), bankex (0.69%), FMCG
(0.44%), consumer durables
(0.29%), IT (0.22%), realty
(0.18%) and teck (0.12%).

However, power index
gained the most, rising 2.17%,
oil and gas (1.44%), infrastruc-
ture (1.09%), PSU 0.57% and
capital goods (0.42%). A similar
trend was also extended to the
broader markets with the mid-
cap index falling 1.18%, and
small-cap index shedding 0.83%.

On the macro front, rising
global crude prices dented the
rupee, which depreciated by
another 28 paise to 71.44 against
the dollar intra-day.

The Brent crude futures, the
international benchmark,
advanced to USD 65.10 per
barrel, their highest level in
nearly three months.

Elsewhere in Asia, Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng dropped
2.06%, Shanghai Composite
Index fell 1.37%, Kospi was
down 12.34%, Japan’s Nikkei
shed 1.13% and Singapore’s
Straits Times declined 0.54%.

Among European markets
were in somewhat mixed form
in their early deals with the Paris
CAC 40 rising 0.24% while
Frankfurt DAX slipped 0.46%
and the London’s FTSE was
almost flat.  The US Dow Jones
Industrial Average also ended
0.41% lower on Thursday. 
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Indian companies raised
�4.57 lakh crore through

private placement of corporate
bonds during the first 10
months of the current fiscal to
meet business needs.

Going ahead, the debt mar-
ket is expected to see further
impetus on Sebi’s move asking
large firms to manage a fourth
of their long-term funds from
the bond market, Mukund
Ranganathan, executive direc-
tor at Motilal Oswal Investment
Banking, said.

Firms raked in �4,56,962
crore during the April-January

period of 2018-19 via private
placement of corporate bonds,
compared with �4,87,764 crore
garnered in the corresponding
period last fiscal, according to
the latest data available with the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi).

In the full financial year
2017-18, companies had raised
�6 lakh crore through the route.

These funds have been
raised mainly for expansion of
business plans and to support
working capital requirements.

In debt private placements,
firms issue securities or bonds
to institutional investors to
raise capital.
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Script Open High Low LTP
YESBANK 226.5 226.5 211.5 218.7
DRREDDY 2,650.10 2,650.10 2,065.30 2,556.90
RELIANCE 1,225.00 1,248.50 1,215.00 1,243.50
JETAIRWAYS 224.15 242.85 215 232.55
GRUH 246.35 246.45 236.7 239.3
ICICIBANK 344.35 347.7 340.55 342
M&M 636 639 619 627.8
ASHOKLEY 82.3 82.3 77.95 80.1
SUNPHARMA 440.8 441 416.85 423.3
MARUTI 7,046.00 7,090.60 6,900.00 6,925.30
AXISBANK 699.6 706.95 681.8 686.55
IBULHSGFIN 666.5 666.5 634 638.95
DHFL 128 129.25 121.1 123.15
TATAMOTORS 160 161.65 153.35 161.1
IGL 283.4 283.65 276 282.4
TATASTEEL 481.15 482.5 463.4 467.45
ONGC 139 140.8 133.75 135.1
LT 1,245.00 1,252.00 1,231.00 1,243.25
INFY 741.25 746.55 733 741.75
SBIN 268.5 269 261.3 262.95
ZEEL 439.2 440.1 420.8 429.85
BASF 1,255.00 1,264.40 1,201.10 1,208.80
BAJFINANCE 2,631.00 2,631.00 2,508.00 2,557.50
HINDUNILVR 1,792.00 1,792.00 1,748.50 1,773.05
BAJAJHLDNG 3,150.00 3,176.90 3,142.80 3,153.10
RELINFRA 117.3 120.6 113.65 114.9
HDFC 1,901.15 1,901.15 1,858.30 1,875.20
RELCAPITAL 147.4 150.65 141.7 148.55
VEDL 151 151.2 145.9 147.45
INFIBEAM 38.95 41.4 36.7 39.5
GLENMARK 612 612 555.3 569.65
HDFCBANK 2,110.00 2,110.00 2,078.60 2,101.10
DMART 1,465.00 1,480.00 1,408.80 1,467.20
TCS 2,045.00 2,052.00 2,013.00 2,030.90
PAGEIND 24,450.00 24,599.00 21,750.00 21,982.20
IOC 126.9 126.9 121.05 125.5
NESTLEIND 10,450.00 10,730.10 10,255.00 10,582.10
VGUARD 185.5 187.75 183.55 186.05
DIVISLAB 1,618.80 1,625.00 1,530.10 1,618.50
JISLJALEQS 56.5 57.7 54.85 55.35
JINDALSTEL 142.45 142.85 136.75 138.6
PCJEWELLER 67.9 69.9 66.2 67.55
CGPOWER 28.65 30 26.65 29.3
PNB 72 73.1 69.5 70.05
LTI 1,768.35 1,791.50 1,726.00 1,769.50
AUROPHARMA 747 747 719 722.85
TITAN 1,038.00 1,051.40 1,017.35 1,039.35
SUNTV 577.8 577.8 540 547.45
DBL 414 464.45 408.85 448.4
NATIONALUM 48.5 50.9 47.5 48.7
LUPIN 807 808.75 769.85 775.8
TRENT 339.45 341.8 330.6 333.75
JSWSTEEL 281 281 265.6 267.2
UBL 1,408.00 1,408.95 1,312.25 1,339.05
ACC 1,352.25 1,377.55 1,346.10 1,353.25
KOTAKBANK 1,289.95 1,289.95 1,270.45 1,283.75
GRASIM 721.5 723.9 688.65 706.55
VOLTAS 513.9 534 510 522.75
IDFCFIRSTB 44.7 44.7 43.6 44.2
ADANIPORTS 348.9 352.95 346.9 349.3
HEG 2,235.00 2,289.85 2,200.00 2,216.55
HINDALCO 192 192.65 182.55 186.5
BANKINDIA 83 83.05 79.4 80.15
WESTLIFE 347.9 348 342 346.25
GRAPHITE 445 446.95 427.15 429.25
L&TFH 125.5 127.75 123.1 125.75
ITC 279 280.6 275.5 279.6
JUBLFOOD 1,320.00 1,320.00 1,275.30 1,300.50
BATAINDIA 1,260.00 1,270.70 1,239.25 1,254.45
BAJAJFINSV 6,001.60 6,073.00 5,857.65 6,022.55
ADANIPOWER 37 40.2 36.4 39.4
BIOCON 641.5 641.5 611.8 615.4
BANKBARODA 103.6 104.5 100.6 101
NCC 86.8 86.8 83.2 84.3
ASIANPAINT 1,399.45 1,402.80 1,373.00 1,395.25
WOCKPHARMA 406.1 406.1 389.85 392.5
CANBK 222.75 223.4 213.55 215.25
HEROMOTOCO 2,790.00 2,807.00 2,682.30 2,702.30
COALINDIA 218.8 220.75 215.25 218.9
PEL 2,200.00 2,200.00 2,125.00 2,160.65
GAIL 310 318.95 309.45 317.9
IDEA 31.2 31.2 29.6 30.05
TECHM 796.1 804 777.2 800.7
STAR 408.6 409 392.2 402.4
TEAMLEASE 2,912.15 2,973.30 2,821.00 2,866.95
M&MFIN 396.85 396.85 372.75 378.6
BHARTIARTL 301.85 305.6 297.85 304.35
BPCL 315.1 328.95 315.1 327.15
DISHTV 32.2 33.4 31.5 32.9
RECLTD 120.65 123.45 117.8 122.55
CIPLA 540.45 551 528.2 540.4
TATAPOWER 68.8 70.2 66.55 69.25
PFC 101.85 104 99.5 103.3
HINDPETRO 220.5 220.9 215.4 216.8
BALKRISIND 832.45 832.5 812.2 821.15
NTPC 132.75 137.1 132.35 136.2
MINDTREE 890.25 902 889.5 894.4
NBCC 49.3 51.1 48.75 50
JSLHISAR 78 82.95 76.8 81.05
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,828.05 2,846.80 2,808.00 2,818.90
GODREJCP 680 680 655.4 662.9
DLF 163 163 154.6 158.05
UJJIVAN 276.45 280.8 266 271.2
BRITANNIA 2,942.00 2,942.00 2,849.10 2,860.85
SAIL 46.3 46.4 44.35 44.85
ULTRACEMCO 3,490.00 3,490.00 3,372.05 3,441.50
EICHERMOT 20,026.00 20,347.00 19,956.00 20,204.25
UNIONBANK 70.5 71.05 68.15 68.6

ESCORTS 640 643.2 626.25 637.85
TATAELXSI 886 891.05 849.95 860.4
INDIGO 1,173.00 1,173.00 1,123.90 1,147.20
MOTHERSUMI 135.2 136.45 128.65 130.6
LICHSGFIN 445.3 451.6 436.35 440.45
IBREALEST 71.65 72.8 70 71.25
RCOM 5.55 5.69 5.4 5.5
KSCL 489 495.8 472.55 481
RBLBANK 549.75 556.65 544 548
PIDILITIND 1,110.10 1,115.85 1,080.40 1,094.00
CENTURYTEX 735.5 736.7 707 712.75
HAVELLS 695.95 696 675.7 688.3
APOLLOHOSP 1,144.00 1,150.10 1,133.00 1,140.65
INDUSINDBK 1,519.25 1,520.00 1,499.45 1,509.85
INDIACEM 82.8 84.85 81.15 84.05
STRTECH 221 223.55 213.25 214.65
RPOWER 10.6 10.7 10 10.2
SPICEJET 77.65 78.15 76 76.25
MGL 866.15 876.85 857.05 862
INDIANB 228.5 231 209.05 212.35
INFRATEL 296.05 309.9 291.8 307
BHARATFORG 478 478.85 459.6 467.65
JUSTDIAL 487.1 490.3 468.55 476.55
CADILAHC 318 319 306.35 314.35
SRTRANSFIN 1,043.80 1,043.85 999.15 1,003.70
DABUR 440 443.15 430.1 434.8
FEDERALBNK 80.4 81.25 79.8 80.25
IDBI 45.2 45.8 44.2 44.85
MUTHOOTFIN 526.4 531 506.6 517.9
VIPIND 423 443.3 420.5 424.75
CEATLTD 1,081.80 1,081.80 1,042.50 1,066.15
TVSMOTOR 491.55 491.55 475.95 479.3
BEL 75 76.2 74.4 75.35
WIPRO 374 377.9 370.2 375.55
BEML 783.6 783.95 766.45 771.1
HCLTECH 1,060.00 1,066.10 1,041.60 1,057.85
OMAXE 210.75 210.75 209.25 209.35
UPL 819.95 821.6 806.3 816.65
OFSS 3,639.30 3,650.00 3,556.90 3,628.15
OIL 172 175 171 172.1
GNFC 255.9 263.45 249.55 250.5
BANDHANBNK 477.1 484 464.95 474.35
EDELWEISS 132 141.65 129.55 140
CANFINHOME 265.65 265.65 244.85 248.7
APOLLOTYRE 202.3 202.5 196.85 200.55
PFIZER 2,975.75 2,975.75 2,851.00 2,906.40
BLISSGVS 146.5 149.2 145.85 146.7

ABFRL 209.9 220.7 209.9 217.45
BHEL 61.2 61.95 60.7 60.95
TTKPRESTIG 7,676.25 7,825.00 7,645.00 7,758.25
SREINFRA 26.35 27.25 23.05 24.2
POWERGRID 176 182.1 176 181.5
SIEMENS 984 984.1 954.3 961.45
COLPAL 1,248.00 1,248.00 1,205.90 1,233.35
AMBUJACEM 203.5 205.9 200.65 204.95
RAJESHEXPO 579 579 558.5 570.9
AJANTPHARM 983.9 992.35 967.45 973.35
CASTROLIND 147.95 150 146.75 147.15
SPARC 167.5 168 160 163.45
ENGINERSIN 110.9 112.35 108 108.55
WABCOINDIA 6,090.00 6,090.00 5,870.00 5,977.75
BERGEPAINT 296 296.25 286.7 292.65
GMRINFRA 14.4 15.2 14.15 14.85
PHILIPCARB 143.95 148.05 142.05 145.1
SRF 2,246.20 2,255.95 2,166.95 2,199.05
ICICIPRULI 303.75 313 299.7 302.75
TNPL 204.3 205.85 193.7 195
JUBILANT 726.4 739 719.7 729.8
MRF 56,285.00 56,500.00 55,000.00 55,190.25
IBVENTURES 302 304.05 285.6 288.75
TATAMTRDVR 84.6 84.7 80.8 83.8
TATACHEM 566 566 550 554.45
ORIENTBANK 84.5 84.5 79.65 80.6
TV18BRDCST 32.1 32.15 30.7 31.1
RAYMOND 698.25 699.2 682.4 686.65
AARTIIND 1,420.00 1,487.30 1,420.00 1,435.80
NIITTECH 1,300.00 1,306.00 1,258.45 1,265.30
MANAPPURAM 107 107 103.3 103.8
JKTYRE 91 93 86.15 88
DCBBANK 177.2 177.8 171 172.35
CARBORUNIV 347.2 347.2 345 345.6
WHIRLPOOL 1,365.65 1,365.65 1,311.35 1,315.65
LTTS 1,515.75 1,534.70 1,470.55 1,504.30
SUNTECK 340 341 329.15 332.4
PVR 1,470.00 1,502.05 1,450.00 1,490.55
TATAGLOBAL 192 192 184.05 185.6
MARICO 345.5 345.5 332.7 339.05

CHENNPETRO 211.35 217.6 200.45 204.2
SOUTHBANK 13.21 13.23 12.86 12.95
EXIDEIND 209.5 209.5 203.5 206.25
NMDC 93 93.15 91.15 91.8
TORNTPOWER 235 239.9 232.6 237.75
PETRONET 216.75 219.7 214.1 214.7
RADICO 405.25 408 395.1 396.8
TORNTPHARM 1,771.05 1,789.70 1,744.55 1,776.55
EQUITAS 115.7 116.5 112.5 113.75
IRB 122 123.75 119.05 120.9
GODREJAGRO 480 480.75 461.65 463.3
MPHASIS 1,050.00 1,059.70 1,038.45 1,053.75
FORCEMOT 1,351.00 1,366.80 1,340.00 1,343.80
BOSCHLTD 18,100.00 18,200.00 17,829.00 18,115.15
ABCAPITAL 78.35 81.55 77.8 80.1
JPASSOCIAT 5.15 5.23 4.93 5.01
VENKYS 2,120.95 2,120.95 2,061.00 2,066.95
KTKBANK 115 115 111.05 111.85
BAJAJELEC 440.5 444.95 424.15 441.4
FSL 42.6 43.6 42.2 42.75
KAJARIACER 511.45 512.45 502.8 509.7
BOMDYEING 106 106.75 101.75 102.6
NATCOPHARM* 611.05 611.05 585 594.4
DELTACORP 224.15 225.3 220.7 222.2
ALBK 42.9 43.25 41.3 42.3
BDL 251 263 237.5 241.35
EVEREADY 192.7 205.85 184.05 203.6
CONCOR 498 503.05 484.55 490.15
HEXAWARE 364.9 368 358 359.25
TVSSRICHAK 2,243.55 2,265.00 2,175.00 2,207.05
IDFC 36 36.15 34.6 35.3
GODFRYPHLP 870.35 889.15 847 855.15
SUZLON 3.54 3.54 3.35 3.44
REDINGTON 76.7 83.85 73 82.15
JAICORPLTD 88.3 90.45 86.95 87.55
SYNDIBANK 32.3 32.35 31 31.2
SHREECEM 15,632.40 15,716.00 15,106.00 15,627.30
DEEPAKFERT 110 117.4 109.8 115.9
HDFCLIFE 358 361.05 354.15 357.95
TATACOMM 496.35 503.55 490.45 496.2
ABB 1,269.00 1,270.00 1,238.05 1,245.65
DEEPAKNI 217 219.4 211.5 216.9
CUMMINSIND 701 701 679.15 685
RAIN 93 93.95 88.2 91.15
CHOLAFIN 1,194.80 1,205.20 1,169.40 1,188.15
SWANENERGY 96.9 97.55 95.1 96.1
REPCOHOME 347 354 335.85 339
MCX 690 690 661.25 667.8
MAXINDIA 77.15 78.55 75.75 77.45
MEGH 52 52 50.2 50.45
INTELLECT 164 166 156.7 157.55
ITI 92.25 92.25 89.5 89.95
AVANTI 324.25 329.35 320 321.3
HINDZINC 247.5 248.95 244.75 247.85
NOCIL 119.35 123.65 119 121.5
MFSL 383 390.45 383 386.85
GSFC 90.1 90.9 87.55 88.25
RCF 53.3 53.3 52.1 52.7
GODREJIND 489.3 492.4 478.4 480.45
MMTC 27.8 27.9 26.1 26.3
ICICIGI 896.4 915 892 910.35
HSCL 107.3 108 102.8 103.45
APLAPOLLO 1,057.00 1,144.40 1,009.05 1,131.70
NAUKRI 1,681.50 1,718.25 1,666.05 1,690.35
OBEROIRLTY 456 472.9 455.15 466.8
NHPC 23.6 24 23.45 23.8
WELCORP 94.9 95.15 91.3 91.85
SOMANYCERA 320.05 327 313.8 314.55
CYIENT* 602.95 612.7 583.55 597.7
KEI 340.7 344.65 324.1 328.3
COFFEEDAY 270 284 270 280.8
HFCL 21.5 21.75 21.3 21.5
SUVEN 225.9 228.45 218.85 222.45
EMAMILTD 356.5 363 348.2 360.85
GODREJPROP 719.65 729.6 708.3 712.45
LUXIND 1,189.10 1,199.90 1,152.00 1,182.65
TATAINVEST 833.05 860 828 834.15
RAMCOCEM 607.1 612.85 595.35 609
AMARAJABAT 740.45 742.5 736.4 739.55
SHANKARA 423.95 425.4 411 425.4
DCAL 183.5 195 182.1 191.25
HINDCOPPER 45.5 45.5 43.15 43.55
GSKCONS 7,511.00 7,544.35 7,392.00 7,428.15
VINATIORGA 1,617.10 1,655.00 1,617.10 1,626.00
FRETAIL 440 441.85 435 437.95
BBTC 1,190.15 1,210.00 1,190.15 1,197.50
BHARATFIN 946.4 949.5 938.5 944.85
FCONSUMER 43.3 43.9 42.45 42.6
TATAMETALI 599.4 600 581.25 586.85
PERSISTENT* 658.85 665 644.1 650.05
VBL 769 769 744.95 764.5
ZENSARTECH 211.7 214.25 209.95 212.15
MANPASAND 77.85 79.1 76.15 76.65
MINDAIND 280 284.2 268.9 278.7
CAPPL 327.05 340 320 333.05
MAHINDCIE 217.1 226.95 213.4 224.35
ASAHIINDIA 255.1 255.1 252.5 253.8
RNAM 161.75 161.75 150 151.25
UFLEX 213.15 213.15 200 201.2
QUESS 647.55 657.25 637.65 643.9
EIDPARRY 189.55 192.75 185.7 187
FORTIS 134.3 137.4 134.2 134.85
PNBHOUSING 909.75 912.4 890 895.6
PGHH 10,025.00 10,108.95 9,985.25 10,018.35
LINDEINDIA 425.7 432.7 418.5 423.95
SCHAEFFLER 5,383.15 5,383.15 5,200.00 5,248.00
IBULISL 226.15 244.5 226.15 238.35
GUJALKALI 450.75 451.15 440.4 446
ISEC 195.4 204.2 193.75 196

SJVN 25.9 25.9 25.15 25.4
WABAG 291.2 294.75 283 287.6
MRPL 64.2 64.6 63.05 63.55
PTC 73 75 72.75 74.2
PIIND 900 900 885 892.45
ADANITRANS 214.65 215.9 211.8 213.85
NAVINFLUOR 622.7 627 610 611.55
GRANULES 85.5 86.75 84.65 86.5
HSIL 228 228.6 220 220.7
AUBANK 574.9 582.1 572.75 574.85
JMFINANCIL 75.05 76.95 74.65 76.15
KEC 236.5 245.7 229.95 244.6
DCMSHRIRAM 350 358.4 344 345.5
IPCALAB 757 779 750.05 775
ADVENZYMES 156.85 160 155 158.1
SCI 35.05 35.8 34.5 35.1
WELSPUNIND 49 49 48.2 48.35
FINCABLES 376 382 357.75 378.65
GREAVESCOT 116.95 118.8 116.75 118.15
KRBL 324.8 324.8 300 304.85
GSPL 160 161.4 155.5 159.65
HUDCO 39.15 39.15 37.8 38.15
GILLETTE 6,443.35 6,642.80 6,355.50 6,469.60
SKFINDIA 1,970.00 1,980.00 1,946.40 1,950.50
MERCK 3,177.00 3,195.00 3,070.00 3,123.30
JSWENERGY 65.55 65.95 64 64.9
INOXLEISUR 263 267.8 257.25 260.3
ASTRAZEN 1,845.00 1,849.00 1,751.00 1,761.55
MOTILALOFS 596.9 601 588 591
JINDALSAW 77 77.5 75.65 76.25
TIMETECHNO 85.1 89.05 85.1 87.55
JSL 28.45 30.9 28.1 29.8
GICHSGFIN 230 234.55 225.1 226.15
TRIDENT 62.5 62.5 60.75 61
ADANIGREEN 31.7 32.6 30.9 31
SONATSOFTW 329 337.2 325 329.8
CENTRUM 31.9 33 31.65 32.6
IFCI 12.46 12.55 12.05 12.15
3MINDIA 21,114.05 21,305.00 20,850.00 20,883.15
AIAENG 1,656.90 1,694.50 1,656.10 1,688.55
ABBOTINDIA 7,583.65 7,600.00 7,447.00 7,463.90
SOBHA 445 445 434.05 435.55
ISGEC 4,950.00 4,951.00 4,812.10 4,943.85
PARAGMILK 201.75 205.15 201 202.2
TAKE 113.65 113.65 108 108.95
NLCINDIA 64.05 64.5 61 61.65
GLAXO 1,384.25 1,390.00 1,360.00 1,372.30
AEGISLOG 191.05 191.05 172 176.5
JKCEMENT 699.1 768.8 694.65 717.6
CHAMBLFERT 163.75 163.75 160 161.75
JAMNAAUTO 52 52 50 50.2
NILKAMAL 1,282.25 1,282.25 1,250.00 1,260.20
SBILIFE 567.05 575 562 569.5
SUNDRMFAST 505 519 502.5 514.95
PRSMJOHNSN 70.9 71.25 68.3 69.85
GUJFLUORO 872 887.95 866.55 873
INDHOTEL 136.85 138.65 135.7 136.4
SCHNEIDER 85.85 87 82.4 83
ALLCARGO 103.45 103.9 102 102.75
KANSAINER 452.65 455 446.15 450.35
ALKEM 1,819.95 1,819.95 1,785.00 1,803.15
GESHIP 272 272.1 258 262.6
BAYERCROP 4,287.60 4,297.20 4,190.05 4,281.45
SUDARSCHEM 307 308.7 305 306.85
CROMPTON 205.65 205.65 200.1 202
DENABANK 11.09 11.09 10.79 10.87
CERA 2,263.70 2,282.05 2,240.00 2,247.35
SYNGENE 586.35 591.75 582 586.45
TATACOFFEE 82 83.4 81.6 82.4
VIJAYABANK 40.25 40.5 39.15 39.45
CUB 180.05 182.45 180.05 180.4
HAL 616.3 659.25 616.3 620.3
LAXMIMACH 5,496.00 5,500.00 5,433.10 5,459.05
NESCO 450 450 426 430.95
CARERATING 961.5 967.25 943 950.2
GHCL 222.7 224 217.4 218.75
GALAXYSURF 890 907 886.15 896.55
JBCHEPHARM 312.15 313.5 302.8 310.7
HIMATSEIDE 168 168 162.7 164.1
TIINDIA 345.8 346.4 332.6 337.8
ITDC 253.3 262 243.15 257.45
COROMANDEL 447 454 435.25 444.7
SUPREMEIND 1,025.20 1,045.00 1,010.25 1,030.75
EIHOTEL 191.05 193.2 186.6 187.85
MOIL 150.1 151.65 150 150.05
MONSANTO 2,553.20 2,555.90 2,513.05 2,542.35
J&KBANK 39.55 39.75 39.15 39.25
BLUESTARCO 580 582 564.15 581.4
SADBHAV 170 171.8 161.65 163.2
COCHINSHIP 343.9 343.9 340 341.05
PNCINFRA 137.7 139.4 135.7 137.05
LAURUSLABS 333.9 334 325.15 327.05
RALLIS 150.65 154.05 150.3 152.7
LALPATHLAB 1,015.90 1,027.95 1,007.75 1,012.15
BALMLAWRIE 164.1 166.85 160 162.9
THOMASCOOK 213.8 215.3 209.45 211.15
CENTRALBK 28.8 28.9 28.2 28.65
GUJGAS 121.7 122.15 118.05 119.4
HEIDELBERG 148.65 148.65 146.35 147.05
AKZOINDIA 1,691.00 1,709.00 1,675.95 1,701.15
KNRCON 204 208.65 201.2 206.9
CENTURYPLY 163.7 163.8 161 162.55
ATUL 3,399.90 3,445.00 3,380.00 3,433.85
MINDACORP 127.55 129.2 125 126.3
IEX 158.7 162.95 156.2 162.2
STARCEMENT 98 100.5 88.55 93.9
NETWORK18 33.75 34 32.6 32.65
MHRIL 190.5 192.2 187 189.85
LEMONTREE 71.6 73 70.55 72

GPPL 78 80 77.9 79.6
TEJASNET 138.1 142 134.7 136.1
VMART 2,404.60 2,412.30 2,344.10 2,360.20
SYMPHONY 1,200.10 1,201.35 1,172.35 1,185.55
ECLERX 1,008.80 1,065.00 1,008.75 1,017.85
MAHABANK 12.5 12.94 12.5 12.77
ANDHRABANK 23.6 23.95 23 23.2
GICRE 224.95 225.45 216.05 218.7
FDC 155.05 155.05 148.2 152.05
SHK 157.5 158.3 152.05 154.85
ENDURANCE 1,252.85 1,262.75 1,230.65 1,245.50
SANOFI 6,290.00 6,290.00 6,175.85 6,217.25
JKLAKSHMI 309.4 311.65 305.05 308.2
HERITGFOOD 453.25 455.15 449.1 453.6
FINOLEXIND 498.95 498.95 489 493.75
UCOBANK 17.35 17.4 17.05 17.2
JYOTHYLAB 178.4 178.45 175 177.1
TRITURBINE 104.1 104.55 104 104.05
ASTERDM 150.15 154.55 150 152.9
HONAUT 21,368.10 21,500.00 21,300.00 21,432.45
NBVENTURES 96.4 97.9 96.25 96.7
IOB 12.23 12.3 12 12.12
ITDCEM 104.7 104.7 102.9 103.2
SUPRAJIT 188 191.75 185.05 188.85
LAKSHVILAS 57 57.25 55.9 56.4
FORBESCO 1,925.10 1,951.00 1,925.00 1,947.45
ASHOKA 112.15 114.35 111 112.25
THERMAX 1,009.65 1,009.65 990 998.7
GMDCLTD 76 77.25 73.05 75.3
KALPATPOWR 335.55 349.95 335.55 346.25
GDL 103 103 97.5 98.9
ASTRAL 1,134.25 1,146.95 1,122.00 1,136.20
ORIENTCEM 66.05 68 65.65 67.5
NIACL 171.05 173.9 165.1 170.85
INDOSTAR 326.5 330.75 320.05 324.15
NAVKARCORP 40.1 40.2 39.25 39.95
MAHLIFE 371 377.9 371 376.35
BAJAJCON 350 355 348.05 352.15
APLLTD 536.65 541.5 533.65 539.15
IFBIND 708.15 773.95 704.2 755.55
DHANUKA 394 403.85 391.95 398
RATNAMANI 866.95 889.75 830 849.3
MAGMA 86.15 86.2 81 82.5
GREENPLY 129.65 131 128.4 128.65
FLFL 431.15 431.15 424.6 427.85
ELGIEQUIP 256.55 256.55 246.1 250
NH 192.2 203.6 190 200.25
RELAXO 745 751.55 728.05 736.85
LAOPALA 200.55 202.8 195.15 197.5
SUNCLAYLTD 2,460.00 2,460.00 2,390.00 2,392.00
PRESTIGE 196 196 193.15 194.4
PHOENIXLTD 582 609 580.9 598.35
ZYDUSWELL 1,250.10 1,281.65 1,250.00 1,257.95
CCL 269.5 269.5 265.4 266.3
GET&D 281.85 286.1 276.1 284.15
GEPIL 752.25 753.35 740 744.95
JAGRAN 95 95.85 92.3 93.3
VTL 996.85 1,005.75 994.3 999.85
TIFHL 425 457.95 414.85 437.4
INOXWIND 63.85 63.95 62.85 63.85
ERIS 658 660 613.85 620.6
APARINDS 610 615.5 610 613.25
TIMKEN 537.8 550 535 539.55
CRISIL 1,631.00 1,635.40 1,615.25 1,633.75
SHARDACROP 321.75 322 320 320
NAVNETEDUL 103.7 105.8 103.5 104.1
GULFOILLUB 890 890 886 889.95
KIOCL 123.8 128.5 121.3 124.75
SHILPAMED 354.1 354.1 347.85 348.75
SHOPERSTOP 496 507.45 495.9 505.3
SOLARINDS 960.1 961.7 952 957.8
ESSELPRO 106.3 108.25 105 106
CORPBANK 24.3 24.6 24.3 24.35
BIRLACORPN 452 453.15 449.95 450.85
DBCORP 179.75 180.3 177 179.5
KPRMILL 536.5 540.25 530 530.7
BLUEDART 3,023.00 3,051.75 3,015.65 3,041.70
THYROCARE 494.5 506 490.75 503.45
TVTODAY 319.05 326.05 319 324.95
GAYAPROJ 157.05 157.9 154.2 157.05
SHRIRAMCIT 1,520.00 1,530.35 1,505.90 1,529.75
JCHAC 1,699.75 1,724.35 1,650.00 1,713.70
SUPPETRO 202 207.8 197.75 204.2
GRINDWELL 511.8 516.25 509.85 510.8
MAHLOG 440.05 440.05 431 438.75
HATSUN 662.9 663.1 654.4 660.05
SFL 1,280.00 1,300.00 1,270.05 1,270.05
SIS 758 758.7 745 751.65

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 10,780.25 10,785.75 10,620.40 10,724.40 -21.65
BPCL 318 329 318 327.75 12.1
NTPC 132 137.4 132 135.25 4
GAIL 309.75 319.15 309.1 317 9.05
POWERGRID 178.4 182.2 177.6 179.8 4.85
INFRATEL 299.2 310.45 291.95 304.45 7.25
ONGC 138 140.9 133.4 135.1 2.95
RELIANCE 1,229.75 1,249.90 1,214.00 1,248.10 23.9
LT 1,244.00 1,253.90 1,230.90 1,250.00 22.4
TATAMOTORS 159.8 162.3 153.15 162.2 2.35
EICHERMOT 20,147.30 20,377.20 19,932.05 20,280.00 263.6
BHARTIARTL 301 306.05 297.35 304.45 3.65
IOC 126.95 127 120.95 125.6 0.95
ITC 279 280.95 275.4 279.65 1.75
BAJAJFINSV 6,050.00 6,080.00 5,855.00 6,070.00 34.4
INFY 742.3 746.5 732.6 742.05 2
WIPRO 375.25 377.35 370.15 376.1 1
ASIANPAINT 1,400.80 1,404.95 1,372.10 1,401.00 1.8
ADANIPORTS 347.55 352.9 347.3 349.2 0.1
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,825.15 2,850.00 2,805.05 2,821.00 -2.1
CIPLA 540 551.4 528.5 541.9 -1
HCLTECH 1,066.20 1,067.35 1,041.50 1,059.40 -1.9
KOTAKBANK 1,287.80 1,290.00 1,270.00 1,283.00 -3.8
UPL 819 821 806.2 818.35 -2.7
TITAN 1,035.00 1,052.00 1,016.80 1,038.50 -3.75
ICICIBANK 344.05 347.75 340.6 342.6 -1.35
HDFCBANK 2,107.35 2,108.10 2,078.20 2,100.70 -9.5
COALINDIA 219.9 221.5 214.7 216.2 -1
TECHM 804.8 804.8 777.25 802.1 -3.8
TCS 2,049.00 2,052.00 2,010.95 2,034.60 -10
HINDUNILVR 1,790.00 1,790.00 1,747.50 1,773.00 -12.05
INDUSINDBK 1,515.55 1,521.95 1,498.70 1,505.00 -12.5
M&M 635 636.9 618.8 627.55 -6.85
ZEEL 440.2 441 421.1 428.4 -5.05
HDFC 1,900.60 1,900.60 1,856.50 1,877.25 -23.45
ULTRACEMCO 3,489.90 3,489.90 3,367.05 3,448.80 -46.1
AXISBANK 700 704 681.7 685.3 -9.7
MARUTI 7,027.40 7,058.70 6,900.00 6,915.00 -102.5
SBIN 268.85 268.85 261.3 262.8 -4.3
YESBANK 226.9 226.9 211.3 217.45 -3.8
GRASIM 721.5 722.35 689.1 706 -12.9
BAJFINANCE 2,610.00 2,610.00 2,506.00 2,559.95 -49.25
HINDPETRO 219.6 221.1 215 216.15 -4.55
VEDL 151.05 151.2 145.8 147.55 -4.2
HINDALCO 192.3 192.5 182.2 186.2 -5.55
IBULHSGFIN 665 667.65 633.25 636.2 -20.4
TATASTEEL 483 483.4 462.65 467.25 -15.3
HEROMOTOCO 2,785.40 2,785.40 2,678.00 2,687.00 -89.2
SUNPHARMA 440.75 440.75 416.45 423 -17.9
DRREDDY 2,660.00 2,660.00 1,872.95 2,555.95 -111.3
JSWSTEEL 279.95 279.95 265.45 266.65 -14
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 25,911.55 25,932.20 25,308.95 25,500.60 -445.1
ABCAPITAL 78.5 81.65 77.75 80.25 1.75
OIL 171.3 174.9 170.7 173.25 3.15
BEL 75 76.25 74.15 75.2 0.7
NHPC 23.65 24 23.5 23.75 0.2
SBILIFE 568.55 575.8 562 571.1 2.55
HDFCLIFE 356 361.95 354 361 1.5
HINDZINC 248.8 249.6 244.3 247.95 0.8
ICICIGI 908 915 892.15 911 0.75
BOSCHLTD 18,151.00 18,227.00 17,801.00 18,076.65 -7.7
OFSS 3,630.00 3,660.00 3,560.00 3,625.00 -2.15
SHREECEM 15,467.05 15,660.00 15,077.65 15,588.00 -19.65
PGHH 10,000.00 10,150.00 9,971.15 10,000.00 -15.95
AMBUJACEM 203.7 205.95 200.5 203.8 -0.6
GICRE 225.95 225.95 215.75 222.9 -1
ICICIPRULI 303.95 313.5 299.65 302.4 -2.3
ABB 1,258.40 1,271.70 1,238.00 1,248.00 -10.2
ACC 1,358.70 1,377.55 1,345.10 1,349.00 -11.9
BANDHANBNK 479 484 468.15 474.55 -4.8
HAVELLS 695.8 697.95 675.25 687 -7.15
INDIGO 1,156.00 1,159.70 1,119.25 1,157.00 -14.95
COLPAL 1,255.00 1,255.00 1,215.75 1,231.50 -16.55
CONCOR 502 502.9 484.5 491.3 -6.7
NMDC 93 93.1 91.1 91.8 -1.3
L&TFH 126 127.8 123.05 125.5 -1.8
CADILAHC 317.8 319 305.95 314 -4.5
NIACL 172.95 172.95 169.05 170.5 -2.45
MARICO 347 347 332.6 339.75 -5.25
DABUR 440 443.45 430.1 433.4 -6.8
PETRONET 217.6 219.7 213.5 213.6 -3.6
PIDILITIND 1,113.90 1,117.85 1,080.15 1,094.75 -18.65
DMART 1,461.90 1,478.50 1,403.15 1,440.00 -25.4
MRF 56,302.00 56,408.30 55,000.00 55,175.00 -1,124.20
LICHSGFIN 447.05 452.4 435.8 438 -9.25
BHEL 61.95 62 60.7 61 -1.3
BRITANNIA 2,945.00 2,945.00 2,846.00 2,859.00 -65.6
PEL 2,190.10 2,214.95 2,121.00 2,154.05 -55.7
DLF 162 162.05 154.4 158.1 -4.2
SIEMENS 983.5 986.05 953.75 960.1 -25.95
BANKBARODA 104.25 104.45 100.3 100.85 -2.8
MCDOWELL-N 518.75 523.35 504 507.45 -14.3
GODREJCP 680.5 681.15 654.4 661.95 -19
SAIL 46 46.4 44.3 44.9 -1.35
AUROPHARMA 749.95 749.95 718 722 -25.5
MOTHERSUMI 135.55 135.8 128.6 130.5 -5.05
BIOCON 639.9 642 610.85 616.8 -25.05
SRTRANSFIN 1,041.00 1,045.25 997 1,001.50 -45.4
LUPIN 809 809.95 767.1 774 -36.2
SUNTV 576.1 578.05 538.55 548.85 -27.75
IDEA 31.35 31.35 29.75 30 -1.65
ASHOKLEY 81.8 82.35 78 79.7 -4.75
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Washington: In a stern mes-
sage to Pakistan, the White
House has asked Islamabad to
"immediately end" its "sup-
port" to all terror groups and
not to provide "safe haven" to
them, as the US condemned
the brutal Pulwama terror
attack claimed the lives of at

least 40 CRPF soldiers.
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-

Mohammad (JeM) has claimed
responsibility for the terror
attack in Jammu & Kashmir's
Pulwama district on Thursday
that left at least 40 CRPF sol-
diers dead and five others crit-
ically wounded.

"The United States calls
on Pakistan to end immediately
the support and safe haven
provided to all terrorist groups
operating on its soil, whose
only goal is to sow chaos, vio-
lence, and terror in the region,"
White House Press Secretary
Sarah Sanders said in a late

night statement on Thursday.
"This attack only strength-

ens our resolve to bolster coun-
terterrorism cooperation and
coordination between the
United States and India," she
said in a strongly-worded state-
ment issued by the White
House.

Sanders said the United
States condemns in the
strongest terms the heinous
terrorist attack in Pulwama by
a Pakistan-based terrorist

group.
"We express our deep con-

dolences to the victims' fami-
lies, the Indian Government,
and the Indian people for the
loss of life in this brutal attack,"
said the Press Secretary of
President Donald Trump.

Earlier, the US State
Department said in a statement
that it was "resolutely commit-
ted" to working with the Indian
Government to combat terror-
ism in all its forms.

"The US condemns in the
strongest terms the terrorist
attack today on an Indian
Central Reserve Police Force
convoy in the Indian state of
Jammu & Kashmir," State
Department Deputy
Spokesperson Robert Palladino
said.

"The UN designated,
Pakistan-based terrorist group
Jaish-e-Muhammad has
claimed responsibility for this
heinous act. We call on all
countries to uphold their
responsibilities pursuant to
UN Security Council resolu-
tions to deny safe haven and
support for terrorists,"
Palladino said.

Several US lawmakers also
expressed solidarity with India
in the wake of a dastardly terror
attack and said the two countries
stand united in condemning and
defeating terror. PTI
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Wa s h i n g t o n / M o s c o w :
Countries from across the globe,
including the US, Russia,
Australia, France, Saudi Arabia,
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, have
condemned the brutal Pulwama
terror attack carried out by
Pakistan-based terror group
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) and
extended support to India in the
fight against terrorism.

At least 40 CRPF personnel
were killed and many injured on
Thursday in one of the deadliest
terror attacks in Jammu &
Kashmir when a Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) suicide
bomber rammed a vehicle car-
rying over 100 kg of explosives
into their bus in Pulwama dis-
trict.

Condemning the attack,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Friday said perpetra-
tors and sponsors of the attack
should be brought to book and
reiterated his country's support
for further strengthening coun-
terterrorist cooperation with
India.

In a message to President
Ram Nath Kovind and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Putin
said, "Please accept the most sin-
cere condolences in connection
with the loss of Indian law
enforcement officers in the ter-
rorist act in the state of Jammu
& Kashmir. We strongly con-
demn this brutal crime. The
perpetrators and sponsors of
this attack, undoubtedly, should
be duly punished.

"I would like to reiterate the
readiness for further strength-
ening counterterrorist cooper-
ation with Indian partners. In
Russia, we share the grief of
friendly people of India and
hope for speedy recovery of the
injured," he said.

The US specifically singled

out Pakistan in its statement
condemning the attack.

In a stern message to
Pakistan, the White House has
asked Islamabad to "immedi-
ately end" its "support" to all ter-
ror groups and not to provide
"safe haven" to them.

"The US calls on Pakistan to
end immediately the support
and safe haven provided to all
terrorist groups operating on its
soil, whose only goal is to sow
chaos, violence, and terror in the
region," White House Press
Secretary Sarah Sanders said in
a statement. "This attack only
strengthens our resolve to bol-
ster counterterrorism coopera-
tion and coordination between
the US and India," she said in
the statement issued by the
White House.

Oz political leaders also
condemned the "heinous" terror
attack. "We convey our deepest
condolences to the families of
the victims, and all those
injured. Our thoughts are with
my friend Prime Minister
@narendramodi and the Indian
people," Prime Minister Scott
Morrison tweeted on Friday.

Opposition leader Bill
Shorten said it was an atrocious
attack. "To the family and
friends of the soldiers killed and
injured — we send our deepest
condolences, support, and hope
for a timely recovery for the
injured," he said in a statement.

Saudi Arabia said it stood
with India's fight against ter-
rorism and extremism and
denounced as "cowardly" the
suicide attack. The strong con-
demnation came days ahead of
Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud's state visit to
India next week for talks with
the top Indian leadership. PTI
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Beijing: China on Friday expressed deep
"shock" over the Pulwama terror attack car-
ried out by a Jaish suicide bomber but did not
give an assurance to India that it will back
New Delhi's appeal to list the UN-proscribed
Pakistan-based terror group's chief Masood
Azhar as a global terrorist.

At least 40 CRPF personnel were killed
and many injured on Thursday in one of the
deadliest terror attacks in Jammu and
Kashmir when a Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
suicide bomber rammed a vehicle carrying
over 100 kg of explosives into their bus in
Pulwama district.

"China has noted the reports of suicide
terrorist attack. We are deeply shocked by this
attack. We express deep condolences and
sympathy to the injured and bereaved fam-
ilies," spokesman of the Chinese Foreign
Ministry Geng Shuang told a media briefing
here when asked about the incident.

In a carefully worded response to a num-
ber of questions on the Pulwama incident,
Geng said China condemned the incident as
part of its overall stand on terrorism.

"We firmly oppose and strongly condemn

all forms of terrorism. We hope relevant
regional countries will cooperate to cope with
the threat of terrorism and jointly uphold
regional peace and stability," Geng said.

Without directly referring to India's
persistent demand to declare Azhar as a glob-
al terrorist, Geng said JeM has already been
included in the sanctions list of the UN com-
mittee but he was not forthcoming on why
China is opposed to extend the ban on the
leader of the group.

When asked about China's stand on the
listing of Azhar as a global terrorist by the
UN Security Council, he said: "As for the
issue of listing, I could tell you that the 1267
Committee of Security Council has a clear
stipulation on the listing and procedure of the
terrorist organisations".

"JeM has been included in the Security
Council terrorism sanctions list. China will
continue to handle the relevant sanctions
issue in a constructive and responsible man-
ner," Geng said in an apparent reference to
External Affairs Ministry's appeal to all mem-
bers of the UN Security Council to list Azhar
as a global terrorist.
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump will sign an
executive order declaring a
national emergency, which
will empower him to fund
the construction of a massive
wall along the US-Mexico
border to prevent illegal
immigrants from entering
the country and curb drug
smuggling.

The move would help
Trump get $5.6 billion for the
construction of the wall that,
he has asserted, is essential
for national security. 

“President Trump will
sign the Government fund-
ing bill, and as he has stated
before, he will also take
other executive action -
including a national emer-
gency - to ensure we stop the
national security and
humanitarian crisis at the
border,” White House Press
Secretary Sarah Sanders said
in a statement.

“The President is once
again delivering on his
promise to build the wall,
protect the border, and
secure our great country,” she
said. 

The White House state-
ment came soon after Senate
Majority leader Mitch
McConnell made the move
public. 

“I had an opportunity to
speak with President Trump

and he, I would say to all my
colleagues, has indicated he's
prepared to sign the bill. He
also (will) be issuing a
national emergency declara-
tion at the same time. I indi-
cated I'm going to support
the national emergency dec-
laration," McConnell said.

On the Democrats say-
ing they will challenge the
move in the Supreme Court,
Sanders said, "We're very
prepared, but there should-
n't be (legal challenges). The
president's doing his job.
The Congress should do
theirs."

Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer and House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said
that declaring a national
emergency would be “a law-
less act, a gross abuse of the
power of the presidency and
a desperate attempt to dis-
tract from the fact that
Trump broke his core
promise to have Mexico pay
for his wall". PTI
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Brussels: Both Britain's
Minister for Brexit Stephen
Barclay and Opposition leader
Jeremy Corbyn will visit
Brussels next week for talks
with EU negotiator Michel
Barnier.

"Mr Barnier's door is
always open," an EU
spokesman said, confirming
that Barclay was expected to
visit EU headquarters on
Monday and Corbyn on
Thursday.

Prime Minister Theresa
May is also expected in Brussels
next week, but he visit has not
been confirmed.

Britain is due to leave the
EU on March 29, but Prime
Minister Theresa May is strug-
gling to persuade parliament to
back a divorce deal. EU leaders
fear severe economic disruption
if London leaves the bloc with-
out a follow on agreement pro-
viding for a transition period to
negotiate a trade deal.

Corbyn has suggested
Labour MPs would rescue the
withdrawal plan if EU leaders
promise to allow Britain to
remain in the EU customs
union. May and many of her
Conservative MPs reject that
idea, but Barnier and EU
Council President Donald
Tusk have described it as
"interesting".  AFP
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��Creating the character of Lady
Bird was a time consuming one.
How did you prepare for the same?

Lady bird had intricate character-
istics, creating that or becoming her
needed time so as to ace the perfec-
tion. I was in New York for another
project and our director Greta
Gerwiglives gave us both the oppor-
tunity to work on the character and
its emotions. We used to plan and
meet for a few weeks where we were
just hanging out with each other and
we would go down the sweet mem-
ory lane of our teenage days and how
that time flew so fast. Teenage is all
about the moments we wished we
had, decisions we regret, not having
the experience to navigate and so
much more, all of this discussion with
Greta really helped me to know Lady
Bird and be that character. It is not
easy to bring in the complexity of this
character on screen but Greta was of
great help to make me achieve it. This
whole process was quite interesting
and inspiring. It took about a year for
me to get in the role before shoot
schedule started. 

��How much do you relate to the
character of Lady Bird?

The character and I share a lot of
similarities. I am very assertive and
outspoken like the lady bird. Infact, I
admire her. It’s not very often that we
find a teenager with stern principles.
A person can have flaws and not be
perfect, and still be really special and
have something to offer. Everyone is
dealing with their own stuff, they have
their own issues, and their sadness.
Even if you don't see that directly, it
doesn't mean it's not there or it does-
n't exist for someone. My character is
content with herself and things around
her doesn't really matter. So, it is an
empowering thing in a way.

���The movie has a lot of themes
and things to explore. What do you
think is the heart of this film?

In this movie, the heart of it is the
relationship of lady bird with her
mother where it is quite evident that
the two of them are close and really
love each other but there is just
something off or not working right
between them. Some incidents in life
take you to the rough road and that's
what they have been going through in
this film. That infact is so relatable for
any teenager, as there has always been
some turbulence between the
guardian and the teenager because of
that generation gap and understand-
ing it which gets difficult. But this
doesn't really mean that you abandon
each other and move on. That's even
shown in the movie that no matter the
fights or arguments, the bond between
the mother and the daughter is
beyond breakable.

��You have been nominated for the
second time for Oscars?

I feel obliged to be nominated
once again and also have a better
understanding about it now, as dur-
ing my first one, I was a kid. It real-
ly makes huge impact with the sec-
ond nomination but both of them
were equally fantastic. With every film
there is a different equation and every
film gives you a different experience
which makes each and every work we
do as important and as appreciative
as it could be. With this one, I really
think it is completely a group effort.
With Timothee Chalamet, Laurie
Metcalf too being nominated, it's a full
house.

So, it is a great job done by the
whole cast and crew. Also, it is a real-
ly great feeling to see Greta nominat-
ed as she is the fifth women director
to be nominated in Oscars.

��We heard that you used to visit
open houses? Is that true?

Yes, I have had some great mem-
ories about the same. I used to visit
open houses with my parents just for
fun as that time we really couldn't
afford those houses. We used to live
in a 1970s designed bungalow and
whenever we would get a wind of new
house on the market in the vicinity,
we would go visit them. We would
have the attitude that we might just
buy it, thinking what if we can, one
day? This is actually one such part of
my real life that really connected with
my character in the Lady Bird as she
sees her home and on the other hand,
a beautiful house marking it as suc-
cess ratio which most of us do. But
like the saying goes... Home is where
the family is.

(Watch Lady Bird only on Sony
PIX.)

There is an insatiable desire in
every jewellery designer to
better his/her last piece. A

similar kind of zeal runs through
Smriti Sangal’s veins while work-
ing to create the most intricate
design. Each time she picks up her
iron stand, heating it up in a fur-
nace, she fashions yet another
beautiful piece of Meenakari ear-
ring.

As the workshop commenced
at the Jaypore store, Sangal,
founder of Culture Chauraha was
ready with her array of tools and
equipment to help art connois-
seurs learn about the Persian
craft. It began with choosing the
right kind of shape one wants to
give to their earrings. It’s then cut
on a copper sheet, flattened by a
hammer and nail, pierced through
a drill machine, moving on to
cleansing the black coat and turn-
ing it into a shiny pink. The base
coat is prepared through white
crystal powder before starting its
painting with powdered glass
colours. 

When Sangal started learning
it from her mother, Ritu Sangal,
who is a master of this art since the
last 33 years, she felt the need to
make it accessible for more peo-
ple. “I saw that people were fasci-
nated and were eager to learn
about the entire process of jew-
ellery making. Even if they don’t
join the extensive course, they
could come to these workshops
and learn the basics. This would
also in turn make them connect
more to the art,” she says. She calls
the melting of glass crystal colours
as “surreal.”

Her three-hour workshops
that also recently took place in
Bengaluru teach two basic tech-
niques of enameling — sgraffito
(decoration done by scratching
through a surface before firing)
and paint-on. They are aimed at
creating an enameled jeweller
who is able to “notice and appre-
ciate the effort and time it takes to
produce one piece of jewellery.”

Sangal lists a number of
processes that go through in the
making of one piece of Meenakari
jewellery. She says, “People
through these workshops could
notice the technicalities as well.
For instance, how much temper-
ature is it fired at, what kind of
colours are being used, how the
shape is given, what are the do’s
and don’t’s, etc.”

Well, the motive of Culture
Chauraha was in itself to create a
space for people and teaching
them mural painting, enameling,
paper crafts, fine-art sketching,
drawing, porcelain painting,
woodcut printing, and helping
kids to prepare for art colleges. She
says that this was also founded “to
make people go back to their art
space that ends after school when
a busy hectic schedule hits life and

you find yourself away from such
a therapeutic practice.”

Why Chauraha? Well, she
says that it was inspired from the
central place of the city where peo-
ple from all corners of the town
came together in olden days and

had a cultural extravaganza, doing
a number of activities.

Among an array of her hand-
made earrings and designer jew-
ellery are an infusion of colours —
green, yellow and shades of red —
amalgamated with contemporary

architecture and traditional
Persian flower motifs. There are
shapes like diamonds, hearts, but-
terflies, circles, and even pyramids.

She ends with telling us that
even though the teaching has
been a slow journey but “it has

had been picking up very well. At
the end of the workshop, what
matters is that people are very
happy with what they have creat-
ed. As a mentor, you feel blissful
that you made them learn some-
thing new.”
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The kids from forthcoming film
Mere Pyare Prime Minister have

challenged actor Ranveer Singh with
their Gully Boy rap.

As seen in the trailer of Mere Pyare
Prime Minister, the children who went
to Prime Minister’s office to request
him to make more toilets in the slums
are not just fierce in reel life but also
in real life.

Kanhu from the film named
Krishna took to his social media post-
ing a video wherein along with his
companions, he challenged actor
Ranveer Singh by rapping in a unique
way. He posted the video and wrote,
“Hui Hai Gandi Baat Meri Gully Mein.
Kya Tu Dega Mera Sath Meri Gully
Mein? #RanveerKoChallenge.”

The kids could completely relate to
the Gully Boy Ranveer so they made a
rap challenge for him, asking if he will
help them.

The film shows the real-life prob-
lems faced by people who reside in the
slums. The makers of the film decid-
ed to launch the trailer on Vasant
Pachmi as it marks the beginning of the
Holi season and is cited to be the har-
binger of spring.

Presented by  Jayantilal Gada,
Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra and
P.S.Bharathi, the film also stars Anjali
Patil, Om Kanojiya, Makarand
Deshpande, Rasika Agashe, Sonia
Albizuri, Nachiket Purnapatre and
Atul Kulkarni.

(The film releases on March 15.)

.6	((��2��)5�)6��29((D�,5D



���������567������8��4
(!#()%��')*�,��)-#*�). ,���(*#)*. /01�23/4

��EE��0��EE�� -)����	��

�
����1���)����	�� �����,���()����	��

It was a range of experimen-
tation and analysis of various
media like glass,

wood and other met-
als that went before
finalising copper to
create the artwork
that gave the interiors
of ITC Maurya a new
luxurious touch.

Designer-artist
and founder of East
Craft Designs, K Rajesh finally

chose copper as he believes that
it brings “a sense of richness”

without looking gaudy
or loud.

The project, that
began in March 2018,
finally got into shape
recently. Rajesh shares
that the idea behind
Prive was to have an
entrance that looks
elegant and graceful

with a touch of luxury and also

portrays Delhi’s rich architec-
ture. “The hotel uses a signature
‘East meets West’ style of
Mauryan diplomacy that com-
bines a historic aura with con-
temporary interiors,” he said.

He revealed that the team
decided to recreate the iconic
Rashtrapati Bhawan’s architec-
ture designed by Lutyen. The
design was inspired by
Edwardian Baroque of the colo-
nial British era.

The team accounted for
four sculptors. The entire mural
is made in ceramic. It was given
a shape through sand-casting
technique. Well, the entire art-
work that weighs 350 kgs, was
indeed a challenge, including
installing the artwork on the
wall.
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� Roma is a beautiful film.
How did you not go crazy
planning every detail?

I did go crazy (laughs).
Even the crew had gone crazy.
Nobody knew what was there
in the screenplay. I wrote a
very precise script but no one
had it. We shot the film in a
chronological order so that
the crew could learn it day-by-
day about the film’s story.
� So the actress who played
Cleo had no idea what was
going to happen? Not to give
spoilers for anyone but that
scene is so heartbreaking.

No, she didn’t know.
Without ruining it for anyone,
she doesn’t know how to
swim.
� The movie is stunning
and moving at the same time
but at the crux of it, it’s such
a traditional story. What
made you want to do this?

Everything comes out of
my memory of Libo. She is
one of the women who raised
me. I decided to shoot at the
places where it happened. I
made people dress in the
same way how they used to
dress. The same cars were kept
which used to be in our
streets. Every extra looks like

the neighbours. If the places
didn’t exist anymore, we recre-
ated them.
� The lead character, Yalitza
Aparicio apparently didn’t
even think she was going to
audition for this role. Is that
true? Is she an actor?

No, she had just finished
her school to become a
teacher. She was not really
interested. Her sister made her

give the audition for the film.
She came to Mexico to meet
me but she didn’t know who
I was so she had browse the
web to know about me. She
didn’t believe it was me
because apparently I was
healthier in the photographs.
She was amazing in the film
and when I offered her the
role. She said, ‘I don’t have
anything better to do so let’s

do it’ (laughs).
� How personal is this pro-
ject to you?

I had the story in my
mind for a very long time but
in 2006, I seriously considered
doing it and I am happy that
I did. I don’t think I had the
tools at that point. I am not
just talking about the techni-
cal aspect but also the emo-
tional sensibility to do it. But
it is very personal. In a way, 90
per cent of the scenes come
out of my memory.
� Considering Mexico city
doesn’t look the same any-
more, how difficult was it to
recreate that period?

It was very difficult. That’s
our testament to Eugenio
Caballero, our production
designer. It was a real chal-
lenge. The important thing
was to make the memory
work. We had references and
photographs but more than
anything it is the memory that

brings all the details like the
little cracks in the walls, the
objects that were used. The
challenge for Eugenio was to
bring real occasions back to
period. We shot in most of the
original places and trans-
forming some of them.
Mexico is a big city but it also
has a third world which has
no urban setup. For one
scene, we had to produce
around five blocks of the city,
where Eugenio Caballero had
reproduced the same kind of
avenue, wedding dress shop,
cinema, and even pharmacy.
Everything was identical.
�Why did you choose to do
it in black and white?

It was a part of the DNA
of the film. When I decided to
make the film, I didn’t want a
nostalgic black and white. I
didn’t want a period film. 

We shot 65 mm in digital
so it was in black and white
that could not have been done
at that time. It’s a very pristine
grainless black and white. It’s
a very contemporary photog-
raphy to look into the past.

(Oscars will air on
February 25 at 6.30 am on Star
Movies and Star Movies Select
HD.)
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Chelsea claimed a 2-1 victory at
Malmo in the Europa League
last-32 first leg on Thursday to

ease some of the pressure on belea-
guered coach Maurizio Sarri, while
Arsenal suffered a shock loss to BATE
Borisov.

Visitors Chelsea desperately need-
ed a response after back-to-back humil-
iating away losses, with last Sunday's 6-
0 thrashing by Manchester City follow-
ing a 4-0 reverse at Bournemouth.

Ross Barkley took advantage of a
defensive lapse by the home team to put
Chelsea ahead on the half-hour mark,
with Olivier Giroud adding a 58th-
minute second before Malmo's late goal
gave them a glimmer of hope ahead of
next week's return match at Stamford
Bridge.

Chelsea face Manchester United in
the FA Cup on Monday, before facing
City again in the League Cup final on

February 24.
"I am happy because we played with

confidence and it wasn't really very easy
after the last match (the defeat by City),"
Sarri told BT Sport.

"I think I am always confident but
sometimes we had the wrong approach
with matches so we need to be careful
in every match."

Sarri named a strong team,
although he did leave Gonzalo Higuain
and Eden Hazard on the bench.

Chelsea found themselves up
against a spirited Malmo outfit in the
first half, roared on by a vociferous
home crowd, but kept the Swedes at
arm's length before Barkley grabbed
their first away goal of 2019.

Pedro swung over a cross which
Lasse Nielsen should have headed
away, but the defender failed with his
attemped volleyed clearance and
Barkley was on hand to control and stab
into the net.

Uwe Rosler's Malmo piled on the
pressure at the end of the half, but

Barkley twice pro-
duced crucial headers
at the other end to
keep Chelsea in front.

But the Premier
League giants took
total control of the tie
in the 58th minute

with a wonderful counter-attack.
Barkley led the charge before pick-

ing out Willian, and the Brazilian
powered to the byline before cutting the
ball back for Giroud to flick in a cool
back-heeled finish.

The French striker has now scored
five goals in six Europa League games
this season, despite only netting once
in 23 matches in domestic competitions.

But Malmo did grab the goal their
efforts deserved in the 80th minute, as
Anders Christiansen slotted past
Chelsea goalkeeper Kepa Arrizabalaga.
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Arsenal face an uphill battle to

progress after a 1-0 defeat by BATE in

a game which saw Alexandre Lacazette
sent off for elbowing Aleksandar
Filipovic with five minutes remaining.

Stanislav Dragun put BATE ahead
just before the break in Barysaw and
Arsenal never threatened an equaliser,
with Lacazette's late dismissal also rul-
ing him out of next week's second leg
in London.

Unai Emery's side have now won
just two of their last nine away match-
es — last weekend's victory over the
Premier League's bottom club
Huddersfield and an FA Cup win
against third-tier Blackpool.

Elsewhere, Napoli began life with-
out record goalscorer Marek Hamsik
with a 3-1 win in a fiery atmosphere at
FC Zurich.

Lorenzo Insigne, who has replaced
Hamsik as captain after the Slovakian's
move to China, scored the opening goal,
with Jose Callejon and Piotr Zielinski
also on target.

Celtic's European adventures
appear to be over for another season
after being outclassed 2-0 by Valencia
at Parkhead.

Denis Cheryshev and Ruben
Sobrino got the goals as the Spaniards
extended their recent unbeaten run to
six matches.

Inter Milan claimed a 1-0 win at
Rapid Vienna despite Mauro Icardi
snubbing the trip after being stripped
of the captaincy over a contract row,
with Lautaro Martinez scoring the
winner from the penalty spot.

Wissam Ben Yedder's 22nd-minute
strike helped record five-time winners
Sevilla take a large step towards the last
16 with a 1-0 victory over Lazio in
Rome, while Benfica backed up their
10-0 weekend thumping of Nacional by
winning 2-1 at Galatasaray.

Salzburg, semi-finalists last season,
lost 2-1 at Club Brugge, while 10-man
Sporting Lisbon were beaten 1-0 by
Villarreal in the Portuguese capital.
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Spanish champions
Barcelona on

Friday announced
that they have extend-
ed the contract of
coach Ernesto
Valverde for another
season with the option
of one more.

Valverde, who
took over at the Camp
Nou in 2017 after joining from Athletic Bilbao, won the league
and cup double last season.

"FC Barcelona and Ernesto Valverde, the first team coach,
have reached an agreement to extend the contract between the
two parties for another season (2019/20) with the option for one
more (2020/21)," the club said in a statement.

Valverde's previous contract would have expired at the end
of this season.

He came within a whisker of leading Barca to an undefeat-
ed 2017/2018 season when only a defeat late in the season at
Levante prevented the team from making history.

Barca's run of scoring in 37 consecutive matches in the league
came to an end last Sunday with a goalless draw away to Athletic
Bilbao.

Earlier on Thursday Diego Simeone extended his contract
as coach of Atletico Madrid until 2022.

Simeone has been in charge of Atletico since 2011 and has
turned them into one of the most feared teams in Europe.

Under him, they won the Europa League last season and La
Liga in 2014, as well as twice reaching the final of the
Champions League.
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Argentina, Chile, Paraguay
and Uruguay are to submit

a joint bid to host the 2030
World Cup, Chile's
President Sebastian
Pinera announced on
Thursday.

Argentina, Paraguay
and Uruguay had already
submitted a joint bid to
host the centenary edition
of football's most presti-
gious tournament, but
Pinera said on Twitter that
those countries' presidents
had agreed to Chile's par-
ticipation in the "joint
candidacy".

Argentina and
Uruguay originally announced
their intention to submit a
joint bid in 2017 before
Paraguay joined the coalition

later that year.
Pinera said he had been

touting his idea to the presi-
dents of Argentina, Paraguay

and Uruguay for several
months.

Uruguay hosted
and won the inaugural
World Cup in 1930,
Chile was the venue in
1962 and Argentina

emulated its neighbor's
achievement by lifting the
trophy on home soil in
1978.

The South American
bid faces competition

from Morocco and
potentially several other
joint bids, including

one from Britain and
Ireland and another by an east-
ern European confederation
of Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria and
Romania.
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World number three Simona Halep
and three-time Grand Slam cham-

pion Angelique Kerber came through
tough tests on Thursday to reach the
Qatar Open semi-finals.

Also through are Elina Svitolina and
Elise Mertens, providing some comfort
for tournament organisers who have
somehow ended up with three of the
world's top 10 in the last four, despite a
high number of prominent withdrawals.

Halep won in straight sets but need-
ed two tie-breaks — 7-6 (7/1), 7-6 (8/6)
— to edge past Germany's Julia Goerges,
despite racing to a 4-0
lead in the first set.

However, the match
turned out to be any-
thing but routine for the
Romanian who was
forced to save two set
points and break Goerges' serve in the
10th game to stay in the second set.

"I am very happy, honestly," said
Halep.

"It's been a really tough match and
it is always tough to play against her."

The Romanian will play Svitolina,
ranked seventh in the world, in the last
four on Friday.

Halep has lost her three last match-
es against the Ukrainian, failing to win
a single set in those matches, stretching
back to 2017.

Svitolina was the first player through
to the semi-finals, beating Czech qual-
ifier Karolina Muchova by contrast in
easy fashion 6-4, 6-2.

"I found a way to have to beat her,"

said Svitolina. "I was very happy I could
do it in two sets."

She was followed on court by
Kerber, the world number six, who won
1-6, 6-2, 7-6 (7/4) in a tough and feisty
encounter against another Czech,

Barbora Strycova, who was given a time
violation in the final set.

The German not only battled back
from being a set down, she was also a
break down in the second and third sets
before winning through.

It will be Kerber's first semi-final
since she won at Wimbledon last year.

She will play Belgium's Mertens, the
world number 21, in the last four, who
beat Kiki Bertens of the Netherlands 6-
4, 6-3.
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Rafael Nadal's Spain will host

defending champions Croatia in the
Davis Cup finals with the 17-time
major winner set to be the only mem-
ber of the sport's big four taking part in
the controversially rebooted tourna-
ment.

Nadal, a Davis Cup champion in
2004, 2008, 2009 and 2011, will likely
face Marin Cilic, Croatia's top player
who won both his singles in the 2018
Davis Cup final victory over France.

Russia, the two-time champions,
make up Group B.

Ten-time champions France, 2010
winners Serbia and Japan contest Group
A while 2016 victors Argentina,
Germany and Chile are in Group C.

Group D sees Belgium and
Colombia pooled with 28-time cham-
pions Australia while Britain, who have
been champions on 10 occasions,
Kazakhstan and Netherlands make up
Group E.

Group F sees record 32-time win-
ners United States clash with Italy and
Canada.
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Japan's Kei Nishikori carved out a comfortable
6-1, 6-4 win over Latvian Ernests Gulbis on

Thursday to power into the Rotterdam Open
quarter-finals.

Asia's top player, the world number seven,
needed an hour and a quarter to advance as he
booked a third victory against former French
Open semi-finalist Gulbis, who was a lucky loser
at the Ahoy Arena.

Nishikori will on Friday meet Hungarian
Marton Fucsovics, who defeated Nikoloz
Basilashvili of Georgia 7-6 (7/1), 6-1, for a place
in the semi-finals.

Nishikori, who won his 12th ATP title in
Brisbane earlier this year, earned his 10th vic-
tory of the season against a single loss — when
he retired in the Australian Open last eight
against Novak Djokovic.

"This was so much better than my first
match," Nishikori said. "I was returning well and
putting him under pressure.

"The second set was tight for a while but I
was not worried even after he got the break back.

"I was able to play good tennis today, I'm
very happy with my level."

Earlier, Jo-Wilfried Tsonga won a lengthy
opening set and then accelerated past Dutchman
Tallon Griekspoor for a quarter-final place.

The Frenchman's 7-6 (7/5), 6-1 victory was
a match of two parts, with the labourious first
set taking 53 minutes while the second lasted
just 23.

Tsonga, the 2017 champion in Rotterdam,
will keep up his bid for a second straight tro-
phy after winning Montpellier at the weekend
as he continues his comeback from a seven-
month absence last season due to knee surgery

and recovery.
The 33-year-old also looks set for another

ranking rise from world number 140 as his
comeback progress intensifies.

Tsonga next faces fifth-seeded Russian
Daniil Medvedev who defeated Spanish veter-
an Fernando Verdasco for the second time in
three meetings, posting a 6-2, 7-5 win.

Medvedev, a Rotterdam quarter-finalist on
his 2018 debut, has carried the momentum he
gained from his fourth career title last weekend
in Sofia.

The 23-year-old improved to 13-2 on the
season.

Bosnian Damir Dzumhur followed up on
his second-round upset of third seed Stefanos
Tsitsipas, advancing past Kazakh Mikhail
Kukushkin 6-4, 7-6 (7/3).
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PV Sindhu and Saina Nehwal
won their respective semifinals in

contrasting fashion to set up a
mouth-watering women's singles
summit showdown at the 83rd
Yonex-Sunrise Senior National
Championship on Saturday.

In a repeat of last edition's title
clash at Nagpur, the two stalwarts will
look to outdo each other and write
another chapter in their on-field
rivalry.

While Sindhu overcame a chal-
lenge from Assam's promising 19-
year-old Ashmita Chaliha 21-10, 22-
20 in the first semifinal, Saina got the
better of Nagpur qualifier Vaishnavi
Bhale, who was part of India's Uber
Cup squad last year, 21-15, 21-14 to
storm into the finals.

Saina had the last laugh against
Sindhu in the last two encounters at
the Nagpur Nationals in 2017 and
the Gold Coast Commonwealth
Games Gold-medal match last year.

While Saina has won the title in
2006, 2007 and 2018, Sindhu
clinched the trophy twice, in 2011
and 2013.

"It will be just another match and
I don't think it will help me for All
England, I will just look to focus and
give my best," Sindhu said about the
final.

In men's singles, Lakshya Sen,

who is Asian junior champion and
a Bronze medallist at the World
Junior Championship, secured his
second final with a 21-15, 21-16 win
over former winner and 2014
Commonwealth Games champion

Parupalli Kashyap in the second
semifinal.

The 17-year-old Sen, from
Uttarakhand, had lost the finals of
the 81st edition against Sourabh
Verma and he would look to settle

the scores when he faces the 26-year-
old from Dhar in the finals on
Saturday.

Two-time former champion
Sourabh sealed his final spot after
beating Mumbai's Kaushal
Dharmamer 21-14, 21-17 in 44
minutes.

Earlier in the day, former cham-
pions Saina, Kashyap and Sourabh
advanced to the semifinals with
contrasting wins.

The three-time former champi-
on Saina hardly broke a sweat to get
the better of former India No 1 Neha
Pandit of Mumbai 21-10, 21-10 in a
lop-sided quarter-final contest.

Kashyap, a 2012 winner, pre-
vailed 21-18, 21-16 over Bodhit
Joshi, who had reached the finals of
Iceland International last year.

Former world No 30 Verma,
who had clinched Super 100 titles at
Russia Open and Dutch Open last
year, eked out a hard-fought 21-11,

21-23, 21-18 triumph over B Sai
Praneeth.

In the other semi-final matches
of the day, Rohan Kapoor and
Kuhoo Garg lived up to their repu-
tation as the top seeds in mixed dou-
bles. The world No 46 pair needed
only 32 minutes to dispatch
Vighnesh Devlekar and Harika V 21-
15, 21-16 to enter the final.

They will take on the unseeded
combine of Manu Attri and
Maneesha K, who continued their
rampage with a fine 21-18, 21-17 win
over Shlok Ramchandran and
Mithula UK.

In women's doubles, top seeds
Meghana Jakkampudi and Poorvisha
S Ram continued their quest for the
title with a strong 21-13, 21-16 vic-
tory over Kuhoo Garg and Anoushka
Parikh. They will take on the unseed-
ed Shikha Gautam and Ashwini Bhat
K in the summit clash after the lat-
ter edged Aparna Balan and Sruthi
KP 21-19, 24-22.

Men's doubles second seeds
Pranaav Jerry Chopra and Chirag
Shetty beat Arun George and
Sanyam Shukla 21-17, 21-18 to
secure a place in the final. 
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Former world Silver-medallist Sonia
Lather (57kg) was among the

three Indian women boxers who
advanced to the quarterfinals but the
men were off to a disappointing start
at the 70th Strandja Memorial
Tournament in Sofia, Bulgaria.

World championships Bronze-
medallist Lovlina Borgohain (69kg)
and Pwilao Basumatari (64kg) also
made the quarters of the prestigious
European event on Thursday night.

Lather, who is also a two-time
Asian Silver-medallist, defeated
Serbia's Jelena Zekic 5-0. She will
square off against American Yarisel
Ramirez in the
quarters.

Borgohain,
a Gold-medal-
list from the
Indian Open last year, got the better
of Australian Jessica Messina.

Basumatari endured a stiffer chal-
lenge in Bulgarian Melis Yonuzova
before prevailing 3-2. She has
Croatia's Marija Malencia coming up
in the quarterfinals.

However, there was disappoint-
ment for the country's men with for-
mer Commonwealth Games Silver-
medallist Mandeep Jangra (69kg)
and rookie Harsh Lakra (81kg) bow-
ing out following opening round
losses.

Jangra lost 0-5 to Ukraine's Viktor
Petrov, while Lakra was beaten by
Azerbaijan's Rauf Rahimov.

India's best ever medal haul at the
competition stands at 11, which was
fetched last year. More than 300 box-
ers from over 40 nations are compet-
ing in the ongoing edition. 

#�"�	��	�����������"���	��7��"��
������
�	�����	��H@G@�,������������

5�%7������� �����
����%����� �&

0���������������
1���2��
��������

#�
�	�-
�!������#��*	����5�9���������
������!�����"���	��!�����������	"���������"�	
��$����
��
����'#�) '���
����	�7)�# )�����5�"������	���!�GH�!��
����"��������'��
�.�A��"��B ����
�
!������6�������0������	�����!���������

�'� ������������
�!�������	����	���	���	��
����
���
�
����
���	��"���"�	
��������	����!�*����� �������	
������

���	�����?R�	��
��5���/���/��"�$
$�/�/;�$��	����$

�	������?���$����>
��$����.���R

5	�$/�?�/5���$��
'���	������=��R


/$$/�����

������;	�������

���;����'��	�
�=�	�$�$�	��>$	��


���.'//�

��������	������()-�������
9������:������������;���
+���������	��������������
�<�������=��������1�%�����
����"�������������������

$6�&#��56(5&�#
#%(#��)��6
J7#��)�$�

��1	
, 	
8�8�1	�

�!��)��#�����<!�!����#!� ,&�5&/�.&�7%�7��&,-�
.�--7.0%��1%�-�<

)�������)	��	�B����������	���



(!#()%��')*�,��)-#*�). ,���(*#)*. /01�23/4 ������@


	������
�	

Young Rishabh Pant took a
giant stride towards realising
his World Cup dream, pipping

veteran Dinesh Karthik in the 15-
member ODI squad for the Australia
series while KL Rahul all but clinched
the reserve opener's slot for the
mega event by earning a recall.

While the selectors announced
two different teams for the first two
and last three ODIs, the side that is
expected to travel to England will be
the one for the last three games of the
series. The engagement with Australia
starts February 24 with the first T20
International in Visakhapatnam,
while the World Cup is scheduled
from May 30.

Rahul returned to the side after
he was controversially called back
midway through the tour of Australia
following his and all-rounder Hardik
Pandya's loose talk on women in a
TV show.

Regular captain Virat Kohli and
pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah are
also back in the squad for the entire
Australia series after a break and even

vice-captain Rohit Sharma will not be
resting.

The committee headed by MSK
Prasad also announced the T20

squad for the two-match series, in
which rookie Punjab leg-spinner
Mayank Markande made the cut and
Kuldeep Yadav was rested.

However, all eyes were on the
ODI squad which is supposed to be
a mirror image of the team that will
be travelling to England.

One of the biggest calls was
regarding the second wicketkeeper-
cum-reserve batsman's slot. Karthik
seems to have missed the bus to a
much younger Pant, who is consid-
ered to be the future of Indian crick-
et and heir apparent to Mahendra
Singh Dhoni behind the stumps.

Karthik was criticised for his on-
field decision-making during the

lost final T20 International against
New Zealand in Hamilton. The
Tamil Nadu veteran refused a single
when Krunal Pandya was on a ram-
page at the other end.

Karthik later justified the call by
saying that he was confident of
pulling off a six which didn't happen
as India lost by four runs.

Pant, on the other hand, is yet to
get a significant knock in ODIs but
his big-hitting prowess has made him
a potential match-winner in big-tick-
et events like the World Cup.

"That we have included him
(Pant) considering many factors. He
is a left-hander and we needed to dis-
cuss with the team management,
which we have already done," Prasad
said after the meeting.

"Virat was also a part of the meet-
ing. We will try and figure out the best
possible batting position, because
being a left-hander, there is an advan-
tage of playing left-right combination,
we are discussing all that," Prasad
added.

Prasad also dropped elaborate
hints that Pant, who is expected to bat
in the top-order, was always in the
reckoning for the Australia series.

"Definitely. Prior to this series, we
had two series in New Zealand and
Australia and that's where Karthik
was chosen because Rishabh played
four Test matches.

"So we wanted him to get a good
break. He had a 20-day break, then
he played couple of ODIs against
England lions where he did well, then
we send him to T20 matches. We
want to give him a few games before
taking a final call," said the former
India stumper, informing that 30-
member probables list will be released
by March 25.

Karthik's chances of making it to
the World Cup are even more slim
after Rahul made the cut on the back
of his 89 and 81 for India A against
England Lions.

Punjab seamer Siddarth Kaul
seems to have joined the race for the
fourth pacer's slot at the business end
of the preparation cycle.

"Siddarth Kaul is doing well and
is now a part of the mix," Prasad said.

Kaul made it to the first two ODIs
from which Bhuvneshwar Kumar has
been rested but more importantly,
there are no left-arm seamers in the
line-up. Khaleel Ahmed, who was a
disappointment in New Zealand,
has been dropped and with Jaydev
Unadkat not considered for selection,
it is unlikely that the scenario will
change prior to the World Cup
unless there are some ground-break-
ing performances in the IPL.
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National selection committee
chairman MSK Prasad on

Friday said that 18 cricketers
have been shortlisted for the
upcoming ODI World Cup and
the BCCI is in talks with their
respective IPL franchises to man-
age their workload ahead of the
mega-event in England.

There have been discussions
that India's World Cup hopefuls'
workload management should be
monitored during the IPL, start-
ing March 23, so that they remain
fresh during the May 30-July 14
extravaganza.

"We have shortlisted 18 play-
ers and we will rotate them dur-
ing the World Cup. As far as work-
load management is concerned, it
is yet to be worked out. There are
discussions happening on that
front and we will let you know,"
Prasad said after selecting various
squads for the home series against
Australia.

Whether the franchises will
agree to rest top India players on
their roster after paying millions
to have them has been a subject

of debate.
When acting secretary

Amitabh Choudhary was asked
this question, he admitted that the
franchises have diverse views on
the matter.

"If your question suggests
that the franchises will be wary of
resting players, it is an issue we will
deal with considering it's a World
Cup year. There have been views
from franchises and I am not
going into specifics," he said.

He also urged the franchises
to keep the national interest in
mind.

"And also considering the
fact that all the franchises are
Indian franchises, the interest of
the country, of doing well at the
highest international level, is para-
mount," Choudhary said. 
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