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Hooch tragedy: Uproar in Assembly;
oppn demands CM’s resignation
PNS n LUCKNOW

emanding resignation
of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and the
Excise Minister over sale of spurious liquor which has claimed
over 100 lives in Saharanpur
and Kushinagar since last weekend, the opposition boycotted
the proceedings of the UP
assembly on Monday after the
government refused to order a
probe either by the CBI or a sitting judge of the high court into
the matter.
The state government,
however, claimed that only 49
people had died in UP and the
investigation had been handed
over to SIT which would submit its report within 10 days.
The opposition members
were on their feet as soon as the
House assembled on Monday.
They forced Speaker Hriday
Narayan Dikshit to adjourn
the House.
When the House re-assembled, the Speaker allowed the
opposition members to speak
on the hooch tragedy for which
all opposition parties had given
adjournment notices.
Sanjay Garg, the Samajwadi
Party MLA from Saharanpur,
alleged that 88 people had died
in Saharanpur and the guilty
officials were getting patronage
from the ruling party leaders.
He demanded a high courtmonitored CBI probe into the
hooch tragedy and adequate
compensation to the families of
the victims.

D

Oppn bid to malign
BJP govt, says Yogi
PNS n LUCKNOW

laming Samajwadi Party for
the hooch tragedy in which
B
over 100 people have died in the
last five days in Saharanpur and
Kushinagar Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that an attempt
was being made by opposition to
malign the Bharatiya Janata
Party government.
“There is a mischievous
campaign against the BJP government. What happened in
Saharanpur and Kushinagar is
shameful and should not have
happened. It is unfortunate that
despite best of our efforts such
incidents are happening,” Yogi
said while replying to the
Governor’s address on Monday.
He made the statement the
day opposition had boycotted
the proceedings of the House
over sale of spurious liquor.
The opposition said that over
100 people died while the government has confirmed only 49
deaths.
Leader of BSP Legislature
Party, Laji Verma, demanded a
probe by JPC. He also demanded that the district magistrates
and district police chiefs of
Saharanpur and Kushinagar be
suspended.
Verma said the traders

Yogi said that leaders from
SP were behind such incidents
hat were reported from
Azamgarh, Hardoi, Barabanki
and Kanpur.
“In the case of Saharanpur
and Kushinagar, the government has ordered a probe and
will go to the bottom of the matter. Who are the people behind
this incident? Such incidents
should stop and the government
is working in this direction,” he
said.
involved in the manufacture
and sale of spurious liquor
were still at large and the government had failed to take any
action.
He demanded the resignation of Excise Minister Jai
Prakash Singh

Judiciary should respect
people’s sentiments on
Ayodhya issue: CM
PNS n LUCKNOW

ttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
U
said the Supreme Court should

OBITUARY
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SEPOY P ANJAIAH
14 JUN 1990 -18 JAN 2019
ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL
CORPS SOLEMNLY PRAY TO THE
ALMIGHTY TO BESTOW PEACE TO
THE DEPARTED SOUL AND GRANT
STRENGTH TO THE BEREAVED
FAMILY TO BEAR THE GREAT LOSS
OF SEPOY P ANJAIAH WHO DIED
WHILE SERVING WITH 431 FD HOSP.
FROM: LT GEN MV SINGH, AVSM
AND ALL RANKS OF ARMY
MEDICAL CORPS
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OBITUARY

SEPOY PRITAM SINGH
22 JUN 1984 - 03 JAN 2019
ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
SOLEMNLY PRAY TO THE ALMIGHTY
TO BESTOW PEACE TO THE DEPARTED SOUL AND GRANT STRENGTH TO
THE BEREAVED FAMILY TO BEAR
THE GREAT LOSS OF SEPOY PRITAM
SINGH WHO DIED WHILE SERVING
WITH 151 BASE HOSPITAL.
FROM: LT GEN MV SINGH, AVSM
AND ALL RANKS OF ARMY
MEDICAL CORPS

not take more than 24-25 hours
to settle the Ayodhya dispute as
the 3-judge bench of the
Allahabad High Court had
already upheld that the disputed site in Ayodhya was the
birthplace of Lord Ram
“ The Allahabad High
Court has already settled the
dispute as it has upheld in the
September 2010 judgement
that the place of Ram Lala
Virajman is the birthplace of
Lord Ram. The dispute is not
over the division of the site but
the birthplace of Lord Ram and
the high court has settled this
issue.
“ The judiciar y should
respect the religious sentiments of the people and it
should take not more than 2425 hours for the adjudication of
the dispute,” Yogi Adityanath
said on Monday while replying
to the debate on the motion of
thanks to the Governor’s
address to the state legislature
on February 5.
The opposition benches
were empty when the Chief
Minister delivered the
speech.
“Ayodhya is an ancient
town and renowned place for
being the birthplace of Lord
Ram and not because a foreign
invader who attacked, looted
and vandalised the Ram temple and the holy town,” the
Chief Minister said.
Training his guns at the
Samajwadi Par ty for its
attempts to corner the BJP
over the construction of Ram
temple at Ayodhya, the Chief
Minister said, “Samajwadi
Party has no business to ask
when the temple will be constructed at Ayodhya as it was
during the SP regime in 2005
that terrorists had attacked the
Ram Janmabhoomi temple and
the Akhilesh Yadav government had made a futile attempt
to withdraw the charges of
terror against the accused
lodged in jail.”
In a jibe at the SP-BSP
alliance, the Chief Minister
said that both the parties had
shared seats for the Lok Sabha
polls and hoped that they

Congress leader and MLA
from Kushinagar, Ajay Kumar
Lalu, alleged that 115 people
had died so far in the hooch
tragedy and demanded the resignation of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on moral grounds.
Rejecting all the demands,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Suresh Kumar Khanna said the
government had already set up
a five-member Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to
probe into the matter and it
would submit its report within
10 days.
“The government has taken
the matter seriously and FIRs
have been registered under
Section 60(A) of the Excise Act
that has a provision of capital
punishment for the convict,” he
said, adding that the circle officers of Saharanpur and
Kushinagar had been suspended along with the police and
excise officials concerned.
The minister confirmed
that there were 49 deaths
because of spurious liquor — 39
deaths in Saharanpur and 10 in
Kushinagar.
Khanna said that during
2008-17, there were 357 deaths
due to consumption of spurious liquor but the governments at that time had done
nothing against the culprits. He
asked how many CBI probes
had been ordered by that previous governments in such
cases. Not happy with the reply,
the opposition members
announced the boycott of the
House for the entire day.

THREE DIE IN MISHAP
Banda (PTI): Three
members of a family died in a
car crash after their vehicle
rammed into a stationary tractor-trolley in Banda district on
Sunday night. They were identified as Dayaram , his wife
Kamlesh, and son Ashutosh.

would also share the cost of the
statues of elephants, if directed by the Supreme Court.
“Both Akhilesh Yadav and
Mayawati have no dearth of
money as they have minted
money when in p ower.
Akhilesh Yadav has invested
the money in Australia,
London and also in India. He
earned money from the financial irregularities in AgraLucknow expressway and
Purvanchal highway and the
Gomti Riverfront projects,”
Yogi said, adding that against
the original estimate of `347
crore, over `1,400 crore were
spent on the Gomti Riverfront
project.
Slamming the opposition
for staging walkout from the
House, the Chief Minister said,
“Opposition has no moral
courage to face the truth. The
Samajwadi Party, Bahujan
Samaj Party regimes built the
corridors of crime, corruption, loot and mafia while the
BJP has built the corridor of
security, development and
‘astha’.”
He said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi would formally lay the foundation of the
defence industrial corridor at
Jhansi on February 15.
In his 80-minute speech,
Yogi Adityanath listed the
achievements of his government for the development of
the state and particularly for
the welfare of farmers, like
hike in procurement of wheat,
paddy and payment of cane
arrears, electricity supply, completion of long-pending irrigation projects.
The Chief Minister said by
the end of this year, additional irrigation potential of 20 lakh
hectare land would be created
in the state that it would transform the rural economy.
On the stray cattle menace
in rural areas, the Chief
Minister said the government
was committed to protecting
the standing crops from cattle.
He said the number of
‘destitute’ cows had increased as
the government had banned
the operation of illegal slaughterhouses.
The Chief Minister said
arrangements had been made
for housing three lakh cattle in
cow shelters.
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Priyanka magnetises crowd
Rahul vows
no rest till Govt
with Congress
ideology formed

Congress president Rahul Gandhi with party general secretaries Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and Jyotiraditya Madhavrao Scindia during a roadshow in Lucknow
PNS n LUCKNOW

midst showers of petals
A
and raising of slogans,
newly-appointed Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Vadra Gandhi, donned in
white with light green design
kurta, finally made official
entry into the politics by holding a grand 20-km road-show
here on Monday, being seen as
launch of the party’s campaign in the State.
A huge crowd in which
general public outnumbered
the Congressmen turned up to
get a glimpse of Priyanka, who
was accompanied by Congress
president, Rahul Gandhi and
Jyotiraditya Scindia.
Priyanka just ‘smiled’ and
waved all through the route to
acknowledge the greeting from

public and workers who turned
out in large number to catch a
glimpse of her.
Standing atop the flowerbedecked rath, Rahul held a
cardboard cut-out of Rafale jet
and showed it to the crowd
reminding them about the corruption of the BJP-led
Government at the Centre. The
Congress workers raised anti-

BJP and anti-Modi slogans.
In a short speech Rahul
said the Congress will bat on
front foot and will not rest till
the Government with the
Congress ideology is formed
in UP. As Priyanka’s cavalcade
rolled through the streets of
Lucknow, the Capital of politically crucial Uttar Pradesh,
Congress workers showered

Vadra urges people to keep her safe
PTI n NEW DELHI

n a day Priyanka Gandhi Vadra was making her debut visit
O
to Uttar Pradesh as Congress general secretary, her husband
Robert Vadra on Monday said she was a “perfect wife” and “the
best mother” to their children and now the time had come to
hand her to the people of India.
“Please keep her safe,” Vadra said, doffing his hat to his “best
friend” over the years and warning her against the prevailing “vindictive and vicious” political atmosphere.

PTI

rose petals and threw
marigold garlands at her, celebrating the much-awaited
political debut. Immediately
after the 25-km journey
began, supporters began taking vantage points through the
route to click photographs.
Congress workers had been
busy making arrangements
for the roadshow since early
morning. They were seen distributing food packets, tea
and water to passersby.
Patriotic songs were played on
loudspeakers, elevating the
mood of supporters. Some
posters showed Priyanka as
Goddess Durga on a lion.
“Maa Durga ka roop behen
Priyankaji (sister Priyanka is
Maa Durga’s incarnation),” read
a poster. Another highlighted
her resemblance with her

SIT to probe audio clip in
K’taka MLA poaching row

Rao says sorry
to top court for
transferring CBI
officer Sharma

PNS n NEW DELHI

PTI n NEW DELHI

arnataka Chief Minister H
D Kumaraswamy on
Monday set up a SIT probe into
the controversial audio clip
showing BJP chief BS
Yeddyurappa in a purported
conversation to “poach” on a JD
(S) MLA in his alleged attempt
to topple the Congress-JDS
Government.
Amid turmoil in the State
Assembly over the audio tape,
Speaker Ramesh Kumar made
an emotional appeal to the
Chief Minister to constitute a
Special Investigation Team to
probe the episode since the
Speaker’s name also figures in
the tape.
“Constitute SIT to establish
the truth. Give me relief in 15
days,” a visibly anguished Kumar
told Kumaraswamy, after members empathised with the
Speaker, saying he was known
for his integrity and dignity of

K

CAPSULE
HAZARIKA'S KIN SAY WON'T
ACCEPT BHARAT RATNA
New Delhi:
Assamese singer
Bhupen Hazarika's
family on Monday
said they won't
accept the Bharat Ratna, India's
highest civilian honour, as a form
of protest against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill. Hazarika was
posthumously conferred the
Bharat Ratna on Republic Day.

BROKE DIVYANG KILLS
SELF AT ANDHRA BHAWAN
New Delhi: A differently-abled man
from Andhra, who was facing
financial crisis, allegedly committed
suicide by consuming poison
outside Andhra Bhawan on Monday.

PAK VIOLATES CEASEFIRE,
TARGETS VILLAGES IN J&K
Jammu: Pakistani troops on Monday
targeted forward posts and villages
along the LoC in Poonch district of
J&K.

BJP Karnataka chief BS Yeddyurappa
seen during the Budget Session at
Vidhana Soudha, in Bengaluru on
Monday
PTI

his office should be protected.
Responding to the BJP
members, who demanded that
the probe be limited to the
charge against the Speaker so
that the SIT was not misused for
‘political vengeance,’ the Speaker
told Kumaraswamy that “this
(SIT) should not lead to a witchhunt. The probe should be only
to establish the truth.”

CAG submits
Rafale audit
report to Prez

PNS n NEW DELHI

he Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) report on
Rafale jet fighter deal, which has
generated a massive political
controversy, was submitted to
President Ram Nath Kovind
on Monday. Now, the
Government is scheduled to
table it in Parliament on
Tuesday, sources said.
The CAG report will be
tabled on Tuesday, a day before
the end of the present Lok
Sabha session. This is the last
Session of the 16th Lok Sabha as
the general elections are due in
April-May. The Rafale issue was
raised before the Supreme
Court, which did not find any
substance in the allegations.
Detailed report on P13

T

Kumar said in the conversation “one person induces
another ....Says we have already
booked the speaker for `50
crore... About `50 crore having
paid to the Speaker to accept
the resignation of MLAs (of the
ruling coalition).”
On Friday, Kumaraswamy
had released the audio clip in
which Yeddyurappa is purportedly trying to lure a JD(S)
MLA for destabilising the coalition Government.
Kumaraswamy had said
during the purported conversation there was a mention of
about a “`50 crore offer to
book” the Speaker to give a ruling in favour of MLAs who
might resign to help the BJP
bring down his Government.
The Speaker said he had
received the audio clip and a
letter from the Chief Minister
on Friday and he was not sure
whose voice it contained.
Continued on Page 7

Nageswara Rao on
Monday admitted that as
an interim chief of the CBI he
committed ‘mistake’ in transferring former Joint Director
AK Sharma and apologised to
the Supreme Court, saying he
had no intention to circumvent
its orders.
Rao, who filed an affidavit
in response to a contempt
notice issued to him on
February 7, said he was praying for an unconditional and
unqualified apology by the
apex court.
“I sincerely realise my mistake and while tendering my
unqualified and unconditional apology, I specially state I
have not wilfully violated the
order of this court as I cannot
even dream of violating or circumventing order of this
court,” Rao said in the affidavit.
Continued on Page 7

grandmother Indira Gandhi.
Congress workers were
seen wearing T-shirts with
photographs of Priyanaka.
Members of “Priyanka Sena,” a
little-known organisation of
her supporters, were also seen
during the roadshow.
“With the Priyanka Sena at
the Nehru Bhawan, Lucknow it
is almost celebration here,”
tweeted Sushmita Dev, president of All India Mahila
Congress. She attached a photograph of her with members
of the outfit. One of the banners on the vehicle read, “Aagai
Priyanka. Baj gaya danka.
Bhrashtachar ki ab Jalegi
Lanka.”
Rahul and Priyanka, also
had a tea at famous tea stall in
Lalbagh. At Hazratganj crossing, all the leaders garlanded
the statues of Mahatama
Gandhi, Sardar Vallabh Bhai
Patel and Dr BR Ambedkar
before proceeding to UPCC.
At Transport Nagar metro
station, Amethi leaders displayed placards to welcome the
trio — Priyanka, Rahul and Scindia. One of the ice-cream
vendors, threw an ice-cream
cone towards Priyanka which
she caught and handed over to
Rahul. In a rare visual, Priyanka
was seen on the front of the
bus top while his brother stood
behind her. Later all the three
leaders — Priyanka, Rahul and
Scindia were standing in the
front while other UP leaders
were in the back behind the
security personnel. With slogan of Priyanka, Rahul zindabad, the Congressmen were
beating drums on the entire
way to welcome their leader.
Continued on Page 7

Naidu’s fast binds Opp, BJP
ally Sena visits dharna site

Samajwadi Party(SP) MP Dharmendra Yadav, Trinamool’s Rajya Sabha MP Derek O’Brien, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu, JDU MP Sharad Yadav, DMK leader Tiruchi Siva, SP leader Mulayam Singh Yadav and Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh during Naidu’s day-long fast ‘Dharma Porata Deeksha’ demanding for the Special Status to the State of Andhra
Pradesh in New Delhi on Monday
PTI

Chandrababu sits on day-long dharna on
Monday seeking Special Status for Andhra
PNS n NEW DELHI

ndhra Pradesh Chief
A
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu’s day-long fast on
Monday demanding Special
Status for his State became a
rallying point for the
Opposition parties.
Those who met Naidu and
addressed the gathering at
Andhra Pradesh Bhawan were
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, National
Conference chairperson
Farooq Abdullah, NCP’s
Majeed Memon, Trinamool
Congress’ Derek O’ Brien,
DMK’s Tiruchi Siva, Loktantrik
Janata Dal’s Sharad Yadav,
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Kamal Nath, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and Samajwadi Party founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav.

Shiv Sena’s Sanjay Raut
also made a surprise appearance at Naidu’s protest. Raut
said he came to attend the
event as a representative of the
Shiv Sena, amid strains with
senior ally BJP. Naidu ended his
fast at 8.20 pm, accepting a
glass of juice from JD(S)
supremo and former Prime
Minister HD Deve Gowda.
This was the second time in less
than a month when Opposition
members presented a united
front against the Narendra
Modi Government.
The last time when the
Opposition came together the
same way was on January 19,
when 22 Opposition parties
supported West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee held
a massive show of strength in
Brigade ground in Kolkata.
Naidu, who left NDA as an
alliance partner last March, is

demanding that the Centre
fulfil promises made during
Andhra Pradesh’s bifurcation
in 2014. Naidu has been trying to unite the Opposition
parties to take on the BJP in
the general elections. Over
the last three months, he has
held a number of meetings
with the Opposition party
leaders on forming an
anti-BJP front.
Naidu’s ‘Dharma Porata
Deeksha’ (a day-long protest for
justice), began at 8 am and
ended at 8 pm. The Andhra
CM is scheduled to submit a
memorandum to President
Ram Nath Kovind on Tuesday.
“(Former PM) Atal Bihari
Vajpayee said “Raj Dharma’’
was not followed in Gujarat
(during the 2002 riots). Now,
“Raj Dharma” is not being followed in the case of Andhra
Pradesh. We have been denied
what is rightfully ours. If you
don’t get it done, we know how
to get it done,” Naidu said.
Continued on Page 7

Pvt colleges too
must pay stipends
to MBBS interns:
MCI Board
PNS n NEW DELHI

M

here is good news for thouT
sands of MBBS interns associated with various private med-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi serves food to underprivileged children during a programme organised to mark the serving of
the 3rd billionth meal by the Akshaya Patra Foundation in Vrindavan near Mathura on Monday (Related report on P6)
PTI

ical colleges across the country.
Taking up their long pending
demand, the Medical Council
of India’s Board of Governors
(BOG) is planning to make it
mandatory for all private medical colleges to pay them stipends
what is offered to interns of
State-run institutions.
The stipends to all
Government medical students is
paid for one-year period of their
compulsory internship after
completion of their four-year and
six-month academic course.
During the internship, students
assist in running the medical colleges and hospitals. However,
interns in private medical colleges are either denied stipends
or paid a paltry sum.
Continued on Page 7

2017 golden year for winged guests to India
SAPNA SINGH n NEW DELHI

verseas winged guests
arrived in less number as
O
compared to the last year in
India. The Bird Count Index
(BCI) was “low” this (season)
year with 247 different species
against 268 in 2017 due to
adverse weather condition and
low visibility. According to the
data shared by ornithologists
(Pan India) 2017 recorded
highest numbers (268) of
migratory birds.
However, there is still good
news for the ornithologists as
Hume’s Short Toed, Syke’s Lark
(Flats), Greater White Fronted
Goose, Cinnamon Bittern,
Painted Sandgrouse (Asola),
Pacific Golden Plover, Tri
Coloured Munia, Black Throated
Thrush, Variable Wheatear,
Curlew, Red Headed Bunting,

Short Eared Owl (Khadar at
North Delhi), Black-Headed
Cuckooshrike (Mangaar Baani)
Brown Shrike (Sultanpur),
Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher
(Mangaar), Dove, Orphean
Warbler (Dhigal), Mallard 9 and
Water Rail, Bengal Bushlark
(Dhanauri), Jungle Prinia
(Vasant Vihar Aravali), Verditer
Flycatcher (Garhimandu), all
special migratory species were
sighted in different places across
the country.
Of all the migratory birds,
“Blue Rock Pigeon” was among
the most abundant species seen
all over the country.
Dr Faiyaz A Khudsar,
ornithologist, and professor in
Delhi
University,
Environmental Department,
said, “There is no drastic
change in number. The count
is low mainly due to local cli-

mate conditions, “Smog, pollution and forest cover, these
are the factors pivotal during
bird watching/ bird count,”
said Dr Khudsar, adding, “The
number seems to be underestimated due to heavy smog
which led to little poor visibility as well as sighting of birds.”
According to Nikhil
Daveskar, founder of Delhi
Bird and organiser of the event,

in National Capital Region
(NCR), the highest number of
species spotted at Dighal in
Haryana, followed by Sultanpur
outskirts and Sungerpur in
northwest Delhi.
Around 35 teams comprising 4,000-5,000 individuals
including birders, forest guards
and school students attended
the event. “Such was the enthusiasm and dedication that one

of the teams walked for at
least 19 km that day for the
count,” said Daveskar.
In overall annual bird count,
Rock Pigeon 610, Plum-Headed
Parakeet 556, Northern Shoveler
508, Eurasian Coot 501, Gadwall
405, Green-Winged Teal 405,
Northern Pintail 355, House
Sparrow 352, House Crow 341
and Eurasian Moorhen 324
were registered.
The Big Bird Day is an
annual affair of bird watching

and counting. The event was
started by Delhi Bird in 2004.
It may be recalled that in
2013, the Big Bird Day was
organised on a pan-India level
with over 160 teams comprising over 1,000 birders. In 2017,
six international teams, including from Singapore and Dubai,
participated in the Big Bird Day.
According to the data, at least
359 bird species were recorded
from across India this time,
with the teams from Hyderabad
spotting the maximum number.
Delhi
Development
Authority biodiversity parks
also participated in the bird
count, so was the Yamuna
Biodiversity Park phase I and
Phase II. Long-Legged Buzzard,
Taiga Flycatcher, Lesser
Flameback, Red-Throated
Flycatcher, Barn owl, Sirkeer
Malkoha were sighted.
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Govt to release `10,000 cr
for new pension scheme
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

hief
Minister
Yogi
Adityanath said the state
C
government would soon release
Rs 10,000 crore as arrears of its
share in the new pension
scheme. He said the state government had increased the governments share for new pension
scheme from 10 percent to 14
percent.
Yogi slammed the previous
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan
Samaj Party governments for

ignoring the interests of the
employees by not depositing
the government share in the
account of the employees.
He said both the
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan
Samaj Party had no right to
speak on these issues as both
the parties, when in power, did
nothing for the implementation of the new pension
scheme.
“The new pension scheme
was implemented in 2005 during the Samajwadi Party
regime of Mulayam Singh
Yadav, followed by the
Bahujan Samaj Party regime
and again the Samajwadi Party
regime of Akhilesh Yadav. For
over a decade, the three governments ignored the interests
of the employees and even the

mandatory accounts of the
state employees under the
NPS were not opened and neither the government share
was deposited,” he said.
“Why the Samajwadi
Party, Bahujan Samaj Party
and the Congress were silent
all these years over the new
pension scheme and now they
are making political noise and
trying to hold the BJP government responsible for the lapses in the implementation of
the NPS?” the Chief Minister
asked.
Yogi said the BJP government was committed to protecting the interests of the state
employees
while
the
Samajwadi Party was trying to
shift the blame of its lapses on
the BJP government.

National interest can be
ignored for sake of
‘chowkidar’: Mayawati
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

ahujan Samaj Party president Mayawati on Monday
B
cited a newspaper report to take
a swipe at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over the Rafale
deal, saying honesty, national
interest and national security
can be compromised and
ignored for the sake of the
“chowkidar”.
Mayawati’s attack came after
The Hindu claimed the Rafale
fighter jet deal between India
and France involved “major
and unprecedented” concessions from the Indian government, with critical provisions for
anti-corruption penalties and
making payments through an
escrow account dropped days
before the signing of the inter-

governmental agreement (IGA).
“Corruption & corrupt defence
deal, No problem! Chowkidar is
important for the BJP/RSS, not
his honesty?” she asked on
Twitter, referring to the Prime
Minister as watchman, an epithet often used by Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi to describe
Modi. People of the country
have to decide as what to do
with the “chowkidar and his socalled honesty”, Mayawati said.
“Corruption, honesty,
national interest and national
security etc. Everything can be
compromised and ignored for
the sake of Chowkidar,” she
added. According to her, the
“chowkidar” was moving everywhere in the country on government expense claiming to be
honest and not corrupt.

CITYBRIEFS
ROAD SAFETY WEEK

A closing ceremony of the
Road Safety Week was conducted by formation of a
human chain to give the message to masses about unity for
road safety. The human chain
was formed at La Martiniere
College. Shubham Soti
Foundation’s vice-president
Anwarul Abbasi said more
than 2,000 students formed
human chain for road safety.
The student were told about the
basics of road safety. Principal
Carlyle McFarland asked students to take a pledge to follow
traffic rules. During the 30th
Road Safety Week, various
awareness and educational
campaigns at different schools
were conducted and around
7,000 students were made
aware about do’s and don’ts
regarding traffic rules.

WORKSHOP

Media and communication cell of IIM-Lucknow conducted ‘Taabiir,’ a film-making
workshop and competition, in
collaboration with India Film
Project and sponsored by SBI.
The event was marked by a
panel discussion with directors
Abhishek Chaubey and
Alankrita Shrivastava, who
shared their valuable experiences and insights on filmmaking. They also answered
questions posed by the audience about their works like
‘Udta Punjab’, ‘Lipstick Under
My Burkha’, ‘Ishqiya’ etc. A
workshop on film-making was
also conducted by Indian Film
Project’s founder Ritam
Bhatnagar. A national-level
competition was organised as
a part of the event which
received around 400 entries.
Abhishek Chaubey spoke about

Students forming human chain for road safety awareness

his style of writing and how he
never faced a writer’s block. He
shared how instantaneously
the plot for ‘Dedh Ishqiya’ was
decided. Alankrita Shrivastava
talked about how film-making
has never been done from a
female perspective, and about
her hobby to explore the same.
The event concluded with both
the directors sharing their
opinions on Indian cinema
and the art of film-making.

‘LADY ANANDI’ STAGED

A play titled ‘Lady Anandi’
was staged at International
Buddhist Centre on Monday.
Main organiser Deepak Kabir
said it was a documentary theatre. “The play aims to draw the
audience’s attention to the
process of making rather than
a finished product. In the
absence of a director, the audience takes up that role. The
question-answer session at the
end of the show is an important
part of the performance,” he
pointed out. The play has had
over 40 shows across India,
Sweden and Germany. Anuja
Ghosalkar is a Bengaluru-

based artiste. Her documentary theatre company Drama
Queen focuses on personal
histories and archives to extend
the idea of theatre to create
audacious work. ‘Lady Anandi’
was written while she was an
artiste-in-residence at Art Lab
Gnesta, Sweden. In the past,
Anuja has worked at India
Foundation for the Arts,
Experimenta, in curating and
teaching cinema, & as an independent researcher with the
University of Westminster.

ELECTED

Author Hari Om Sharma
has been unanimously elected
state president of
UP Zila Manyata
Prapt Patrakar
Association.
Members of the
association said
Sharma would help them guard
the interests of journalists and
uphold the high standard of
journalism. General secretary
of the association Abdul Wahid
congratulated and gave his best
wishes to Sharma.

AKTU organises admission conclave
Governor Ram Naik and others after paying floral tributes to Deendayal Upadhyay’s statue near Shri Jai Narain Post
Pioneer
Graduate on his birth anniversary, in Lucknow on Monday

BBAU PROF NBFGR to celebrate
ATTACKED Productivity Day today
Lucknow (PNS): Two
unidentified miscreants
attacked senior professor
and acting Vice-Chancellor
of Baba Bhimrao Ambedkar
University (BBAU) Prof
Neelmani Prasad Verma
when he was returning
home after cycling outside
the campus in Ashiyana
police station area on
Monday night.
Verma was near a milk
booth when the attackers
gave him a call. As Verma
turned back to see and identify them, they hit him with
a stick. Verma screamed for
help and commuters rushed
to the scene for his help. It
was around 9 pm when he
was attacked. The miscreants
fled the scene after the
attack. Verma called his colleagues who reached the
scene and later got him
admitted to Lok Bandhu
Hospital. Ashiyana SHO
Brijesh Singh said the
Professor suffered injuries
on his hand. He said the
police were yet to get a formal complaint.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

CAR-NBFGR is celebrating
Productivity Day on
ITuesday
and National
Productivity Week from
February 12 to 18 by organising activities on the theme of
‘Circular Economy for
Productivity
and
Sustainability’ as decided by
the National Productivity
Council. The purpose is to
spread the message of productivity.
About the significance of the Productivity Day,
a scientist from the organisation said that for reducing the
demand for more raw materials as inputs for designing of
products in a linear economy,
circular economy was to be
adopted.
“Circular economy has a
potential to deliver tangible
benefits and viability to address
the economic, environmental
and social challenges. Reduced
load on natural resources
through elimination of waste
by design, maintains added
value to a product for inclusion in supply chain again and

again. To address these concerns a lecture on the subject
by a specialist will be delivered,” he said. On the occasion,
the students and teachers
from 51 schools have been
invited for visiting the campus
of the Institute. “They may
visit the Ganga Aquarium at
NBFGR, free of cost to have an
idea of fish biodiversity and
contribution of fish world
in productivity enabling them
to spread the message of productivity in their localities.
During the celebration of
National Productivity Week
an intensive discussion pertaining to sensitisation of staff
in minimisation of waste, waste
utilisation, safe disposal and
energy saving etc will be
organised for the staff of all
divisions of ICAR-NBFGR,
Lucknow, to create awareness
among the divisional staff and
project workers about linear
and circular economy with
maintaining natural resources,
conservation, waste minimisation and discussion on product designing from waste,”
said the scientist.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

one-day admission conclave was organised by
A
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Technical University on
Monday at Centre for
Advanced Studies (CAS). A
letter of intent (LoI) has been
signed between TalTech –
Tallin
University
of
Technology (Estonia) and
Centre for Advanced Studies
in the areas of cyber security
and e-governance in the pres-

ence of
AKTU ViceChancellor Vinay Kumar
Pathak and Ambassador of
Estonia Riho Kruuv.
The scope of future cooperation will be defined in MoU,
signed by legal representatives
from both sides. The purpose
of LOI is academic collaboration, research collaboration,
short term skill programmes,
faculty development programme, establishment of laboratories in the areas like cyber
security, e-governance, artifi-

cial intelligence, block chain
technology etc. Representatives
from different universities
from Estonia organised three
presentations for the final,
fourth year students for their
higher studies and short term
courses in Estonia. An open
interaction session was also
organised for these pre-final
year and final year students
from different engineering colleges with the dignitaries and
university representatives from
Estonia.

A letter of intent (LoI) signed between TalTech – Tallin University of Technology (Estonia) and Centre for Advanced Studies

Swaroopanand set to create ripples in Ayodhya Workshop on GeM
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n ALLAHABAD

warika
Sharda
Peeth
Shankarachar ya
Swami
D
Swaroopanand Saraswati is all set to
create ripples in tranquil Ayodhya by
marching towards Ram Janmabhoomi
for the foundation laying of the temple there. He is scheduled to leave city
on February 17 at 1 pm and stay at
Pratapgarh at night. The next day he
will proceed for Sultanpur and will
make a night halt there and then reach
Ayodhya on February 19. His foundation- laying ceremony will take place

on February 21. The Sharda Peeth
Shankaracharya is known for his antiVHP stand and a pro-Congress tilt. So
this move is considered to be politically motivated to raise the Ram
Janmabhoomi issue. Swami
Swaroopanand Saraswati has rejected
the model of the temple prepared by
the VHP and wants it in the
Cambodian style. In Kumbh 2019 the
Shankaracharya had convened the
Param Dharma Sansad and had worshipped four bricks — Nanda, Jaya,
Bhadra and Purna for the foundation
laying of the proposed Ram

Janmabhoomi temple at Ayodhya.
His march towards the temple town
will be with these bricks and he is
expected to be followed by thousands
of Ram bhakts. The government is in
a fix whether to stop the
Shankaracharya’s Ramagrah Yatra or
allow him to proceed towards
Ayodhya, sources said. If the
Shankaracharya lays the foundation, it
will be a violation of the court’s order,
and if he is checked the Congress will
propagate that the Yogi government
stopped the Shankaracharya from
marching towards Ayodhya.

SCHOOLSCAN
TEACHERS’ OLYMPIAD

VASANTOTSAV

Vasantotsav was celebrated with
fun and joy at City International
School (CIS) in Indira Nagar.
Students, teachers and parents welcomed spring with scintillating educational-cultural items. The event
began with Saraswati vandana after

which the students presented dance
and songs. There were various competitions such as hand painting,
fancy dress, kite decoration, babymother show, pottery making, dancing and singing, glass painting etc.
Students’ mothers also took part in
various contests.

Five City Montessori School
teachers performed excellently at
the CENTA Teaching Professionals’
Olympiad and scored high ranks displaying their talents and professional skills. English teacher Shan Ara
Khan secured 12th rank, Science
teacher Sneha Dwivedi 15th rank,
Physics teacher Ajay Pathak 16th
rank, Chemistry teacher Geeta
Lalchandani 30th rank, and Maths
teacher Kanika Kapoor 34th rank.
Nearly 60,000 teachers from over
10,000 schools participated in the
olympiad. The Centre for Teacher
Accreditation (CENTA) organises
Teaching Professionals’ Olympiad
every year with a view to encouraging teachers for developing their
extra-curricular skills and talents.

held at RDSO
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

workshop for awareness and training session on the procurement of “services”
A
from the Government e-Marketplace (GeM)
was organised at Research Design and
Standard Organisation (RDSO) on Monday.
Senior RDSO officers/staff and a large number of vendors attended the workshop.
DG/RDSO Virendra Kumar was the chief
guest at the function.
Addressing participants, Virendra Kumar
explained features of GeM portal saying it
was an online, transparent and efficient platform for procurement of goods and services
for government departments. The DG,
RDSO, said the GeM will reduce operating
expenditure of Railway. “It may help in reducing the Railway’s fair structure and enhancing passenger amenities,” the DG said while
encouraging participants to use GeM portal.
Welcoming participants, executive director,
Stores, SK Gupta said the GeM had completed successful operation of two years since its
launch in August 2016. RDSO had organised
a seminar on procurement of goods from
GeM in October 2018 and is using GeM platform for quicker and transparent procurement of goods and services. In a short span
of time, the GeM has crossed transactions of
over Rs 18,000 crore as of now. Advisor, GeM,
Pradeep Kumar, Prakash Meerani from
GeM/New Delhi, and his team through their
presentation on GeM explained various
facilities available on GeM platform. The vendors were also explained about the registration process on GeM platform for availing
the services.
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Roadshow leads to traffic mess
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

he commuters faced traffic snarls on Monday
when the roadshow of
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi was held in
the state capital on Monday.
Traffic snarls occurred
throughout the route on which
the Congress leaders moved in
the afternoon and later
between 4 pm and 5 pm, all
roads around Hazratganj
remained clogged due to traffic diversions.
Before the start of the road
show, the service road of
Shaheed Path was choc-a-bloc
with vehicles and buses which
had brought Congress workers
from different districts of the
state to Lucknow. Traffic snarls
occurred on Shaheed Path
from where the party members
walked towards Chaudhary
Charan Singh Airport to greet
Priyanka Gandhi.
Two-wheelers and four
wheelers were caught in a traffic jam when the roadshow
moved out from the airport at
1:32 pm. Traffic was stopped on
both sides of the road at
Transportnagar till the entire
cavalcade moved forward.
Commuters who were stopped
at the point expressed disappointment at being caught in

T

Vehicles stuck in traffic jam

the snarl during the peak hours
of a working day. Majority of
them said they had chosen a
wrong day to venture out.
The cavalcade moved slowly forwards which caused the
traffic behind it and parallel to
it move at a snail’s pace. The

Pioneer

roadshow
reached
Transportnagar at 2 pm,
Sarojininagar at 2:20 pm,
Krishnanagar at 2.50 pm and
Alambagh crossing at 3 pm.
Some of the vehicles of the
Congress detached themselves
from the main roadshow and

PRIYANKA’S POLITICAL PITCH

chose the Cantonment area to
reach their destination.
After 4 pm, with commuters facing several diversions
which did not allow the vehicles to move in front of the
main Vidhan Sabha Marg,
snarls occurred in Kaiserbagh,
Sadar, near Yojana Bhawan,
Bapu Bhawan and Loreto
Convent. A majority of the
commuters moved in circles as
they found no way to wriggle
out of the mess.
“ I moved from Lohia Path
towards Kaiserbagh from Bapu
Bhawan crossing and then
turned back because of the
rows of cars in front of me. I
took a U-turn and went back to
Bapu Bhawan but was diverted towards Sadar Pul where
there was a row of cars parked
on the roadside. I took a turn
towards Sachivalaya and was
able to make way from in front
of PWD office. The route had
earlier been closed. I wasted
over a hour in the snarls,” rued
a commuter. However, a senior
police official claimed that
there were no major snarls.
“The crossings were cleared as
soon as the road show moved
forward. However, traffic in
Hazratganj did slow down during the garlanding of the statues at Hazratganj crossing by
the Congress leaders but eased
thereafter,” he added.

Priyanka, Rahul dash to Jaipur
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

n a sudden change of programme, Congress general
Isecretary
Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra along with her brother
and party president Rahul
Gandhi dashed to Jaipur on
Monday evening. Rahul was to
fly back to New Delhi while
Priyanka had to stay in the state
capital for three more days as
per the earlier schedule.
Priyanka will be with her
husband Robert Vadra, who is
at present in Jaipur for appearing before the Enforcement
Directorate. Earlier, Priyanka
was scheduled to stay in a hotel
in Lucknow for the next three
days but suddenly she changed
her programme after the roadshow. Rahul also accompanied
his sister to Jaipur by a chartered
flight. Congress sources here
said that Priyanka would return
to Lucknow on Tuesday morning to hold meeting with

Bus comes in contact with wires
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Vadra and Rahul Gandhi when
the VVIPs were rescued from
electric wires which came in
contact with the bus in which
they were standing.
The Special Protection
Group (SPG) personnel, who
were unaware of the electric
wires, immediately asked the
two leaders to come down

from the bus. Later, they were
allowed to sit on a SUV to
complete the roadshow on
Monday. The roadshow came
to a standstill at Burlington
crossing near Vidhan Bhawan
when electric wires suddenly
touched the rooftop of the bus
where Priyanka, Rahul and
other leaders were standing.
The bullet-proof bus
named Swagatam has been
specially designed for roadshows during elections. The
security personnel were not

aware about the low electric
wires and it led to almost a
chaotic situation.
Congress MLC Deepak
Singh, who had a talk with
Rahul Gandhi about the security breach, said the district
officials were responsible for
the chaos.
“It was a conspiracy of the
Lucknow district authorities to
disrupt the roadshow,” he
alleged. He said that Bhaiyya
(Rahul) was very annoyed
about the incident.

Congress leaders of 12 Lok
Sabha constituencies. Earlier
on Monday morning, Robert
Vadra made an emotional tweet
on his wife Priyanka joining the
Congress. He praised Priyanka
for performing her duty as a
wife and mother and said that

in the unfortunate political scenario at present, he would he
handing over Priyanka to the
country and now the people
should look after her wellbeing. Priyanka also opened her
Twitter account on Monday
and already she has over 80,000

following. Jyotiraditya Scindia
also tweeted on Monday morning that “Jan jan ki yahi pukar,
ab alvida jumla sarkar”. In
another tweet, Scindia thanked
the people for giving them a
grand welcome during the
roadshow.

major security breach
occurred during the roadA
show of Priyanka Gandhi

(Clockwise from top) Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi during the roadshow with supporters holding a replica of Rafale fighter jet, the issue if which has apparently
given ammunition to the opposition to target the ruling BJP; Priyanka poses with a little girl; Rahul and Priyanka moving to Gandhi Statue at GPO after the roadshow; and
Pradeep Shah | Pioneer
Priyanka and Jyotiraditya Scindia paying tributes to Mahatma Gandhi

Hooch deaths: Police raids Rag-picker injured in
mysterious explosion
fail to deter distillers
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

massive drive against distillers of illicit liquor seemingly has failed to deter them.
For last two days, the Lucknow
police are carrying out drive,
post the Saharanpur and
Kushinagar hooch tragedies.
But, with the recovery of alcohol and arrest of miscreants, it
is evident that they are still at
their ‘work stations’ and are distilling liquor.
Their defiance to the law of
the land surfaced when the
Lucknow police carried out a
drive against them on the intervening night on Sunday and
Monday in different parts of
the city and recovered 195
litres of alcohol from their
possession. The raids were
conducted in Chinhat,
Nagram, Maal and Gosainganj
police stations area and the
police arrested 13 persons in
this connection. Interestingly,
the police had conducted raids
in these police station areas in
the intervening night on
Saturday and Sunday and had
arrested several persons.
It further surfaced that the
miscreants who distilled liquor
in Maal police station area
were unfazed by police action.

rag-picker suffered injuries
under mysterious circumA
stances when he was picking

A

Out of the total quantity of
alcohol, 155 litres was recovered from Mall only. The police
conducted raids at three places
in Maal and arrested eight
persons in this connection.
On the other hand, the team
recovered 50 litres of alcohol
from Gosainganj.
Sources said several villages
of Mohanlalganj, Maal,
Gosainganj and Nagram are
well-known hubs where illegal
country-made liquor was distilled. “The police conducted
raids on a number of times in
the past and previous governments after any hooch tragedy
took place. But several raids
failed to wipe out the manufacturers,” the sources said.

They said the greatest hindrance in completely eliminating hooch-hubs was the support of the local police (usually from the lower-rung cops).
“On the instruction of senior
officials after some tragedy
was reported, the police used to
destroy the manufacturing
units. However, the recalcitrant manufacturers start distilling liquor again after the
hype over the issue vanishes in
the due course of time,” they
said. The Lucknow police are
carrying out the drive on senior
officials’ instruction following
the hooch tragedy which
claimed lives of more than 100
persons in Saharanpur and
Kushinagar on Sunday.

Thieves decamp with jewellery from house
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

hieves made off with gold
and silver ornaments
worth several lakh and some
important documents from a
house in Manak Nagar. The
incident came to light when
the house owner returned
home on Monday. He, along
with his family, had gone to
attend a family function in
Jodhpur and the house was
locked. Ankit Gupta of Sringar
Nagar told police that he and
his family left for Jodhpur on
February 7. “All rooms and the
main gate were properly
locked. I returned on Monday

T

and found all locks lying broken. When we entered the
room, we found that articles
were lying strewn across the
floor. The miscreants had rummaged through each room
and had stolen all ornaments
and important papers from the
house,” he told police. A police
spokesman said a case of theft
was registered and sub-inspector Alok Srivastava was
assigned the probe into the
case,’ he said.
Meanwhile, Rajni (13) of
Kodari village of Madiaon
suffered electric shock under
mysterious circumstances at
her neighbour’s house and

died during treatment at a
hospital on Sunday night.
Reports said Rajni had gone to
the house of her neighbour
Kallu in the village. Kallu’s
family had put a local-made
water heater rod in a bucket to
heat up the water. Rajni
touched the water to check if
it was warm, unmindful that
she might suffer shock,”
Kallu’s family told police.
They said they immediately informed Rajni’s family
and later rushed her to a hospital where she died. Police
sent the body for autopsy
and an investigation was
underway.

some object and it exploded.
Police said the mentally-retarded man picked up a sutli bomb
and lit fire due to which the
explosion occurred.
The police spokesman said
the man, identified as Chhotu,
was picking the garbage from
a heap in sector 24 of Indira
Nagar under Ghazipur police
station. “He picked up a sutli
bomb which manufacturers of
fire crackers used to burst during marriage functions. Chhotu
lit the bomb and it exploded
burning his face and hair,” he
said. The police spokesman
said the injured was admitted
to a hospital and he was out of
danger. “It was not found to be
any suspicious object during
checking,” he said.
Meanwhile, a 15-year-old
boy, who had suffered injuries
in a group clash on February 7
in Banthara, died during treatment on Sunday night. The residents staged a protest and
demanded action against the
culprit while criticising the
police for helping the accused.
Rinku of Khasarwara village and his mother Ramadevi

had suffered injuries when a
brawl erupted between his
family members and their rival
Nand Kishore. The reason
behind the brawl was ascribed
to a verbal spat between two
minor girls who belonged to
each of the families. Criticallyinjured Rinku was admitted to
a hospital on January 7. It surfaced that both the families had
fought one another earlier too
but the police did not take any
preventive measures. “The
police had forced both the
parties to strike a compromise,” the villagers alleged.

SUICIDE

A BA-II girl student ended
her life at her house in
Jankipuram on Monday. Police
are ascertaining the cause
behind the suicide. As per
reports, the girl, identified as
Deepika Yadav (20) of Janki
Vihar locality, was all alone at
her house as her parents and
sibling had gone to attend a
tilak function at their relative’s
house in the locality. Around
noon, her brother Ankur
returned home and found her
hanging from ceiling with a
dupatta tied around her neck.
He informed his family members about the incident who
later called the police.

Swine flu:
Health dept
to organise
health camps
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

o control the rising swine
flu cases in Lucknow, the
T
Health department has
announced health camps in
different areas from Tuesday.
Vaccination against the H1N1
virus for the elderly and people in high-risk category has
been advised.
Meanwhile, 13 new cases
of swine flu were detected
from different areas of the
state capital on Monday.
Addressing mediapersons
after a high-level meeting,
Additional CMO KP Tripathi
said free health camps to
diagnose swine flu patients
would be organised at
Faizullahganj, Gomti Nagar,
Ashiyana and Indira Nagar
and residents will be made
aware about the preventive
measures. Medicines will also
be given away to the patients
free of cost. All schools and
colleges have been directed to
inform students in morning
assemblies about swine flu
symptoms and preventive
measures. Patients have
been asked to avoid
self-medication.

Committee set
up to settle LDA,
Nagar Nigam row
JAIDEEP BHALLA n LUCKNOW

he state government has set
up a committee to settle the
T
transfer of land and monetary
dispute between Lucknow
Development Authority (LDA)
and Nagar Nigam. It will be
headed by the Principal
Secretary, Urban Development
department. Nagar Nigam
alleged that the LDA administration had sold its land worth
Rs 100 crore recently located at
Jankipuram and on Hardoi road
but now denied the charges and
also refused to return the money
fetched from its sale.
This decision was communicated through a notification
issued from the office of the
Principal Secretary, Urban
Development, on Monday
informing LDA ViceChairman PN Singh that committee had been set up to settle disputes of all sorts amicably and instructed the latter to
cooperate with committee
members. The main reason
for the dispute in the land
transfer and monetary issue
was the lack of coordination

and will to work together. The
immediate cause of setting up
the committee was that Nagar
Nigam authorities charged the
LDA administration with selling its land worth Rs 100 crore
without taking officials into
confidence. The authorities
lodged a strong protest with the
state government last month.
Interestingly, LDA refused to
release Rs 100 crore on the
ground that no such land was
sold in the past. However,
according to the LDA account
officer the land was sold at
Jankipuram Extension recently after following rules and regulations. Out of which Rs 76
lakh was released to the civic
authorities and rest would be
deposited soon. LDA ViceChairman PN Singh said he
was unaware of the dispute and
added he would try to find out
the real situation and would
coordinate with the probing
committee with all sincerity.
LDA nazul officer Sanjay
Pandey said that there was a
dispute in the transfer of the
land and added it would be
sorted out soon.

LMRC gets NOC for two underground stations
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

ucknow Metro R ail
Corporation (LMRC) has
L
received an NOC (no objection certificate) from the Fire
department for two underground stations and two elevated ones in the remaining
corridor from Charbagh to
Munshipulia.
Talking to The Pioneer, a
senior LMRC official said it
was important to have the
NOCs for all the stations
because the inspections were
carried out by the CMRS
(Chief
Metro
R ail

Corporation) only after they
were obtained for all of them.
The official while giving
the details of the fire-fighting
arrangements at the stations
said, “In the elevated stations
we have the fire-fighting system which includes pumps,
hydrants and hoses and for the
underground station in addition to what is available in the
elevated stations we have the
smoke management system
and the track sprinklers which
sprinkle water when there is a
fire in the lower portion of the
tracks,” he said.
Officials said that as per

the Detailed Project Report
(DPR) of the LMRC emergency conditions occur when
smoke is generated in the
tunnel or station trackway. “In
emergency conditions the
tunnel ventilation system
would be set to operate to
control the movement of
smoke and provide a smokefree path for the evacuation of
passengers and for fire-fighting purposes. The ventilation
system is operated in a ‘pushpull’ supply and exhaust mode
with jet fans or nozzles driving
tunnel flows so that the smoke
is forced to move in one direc-

tion enabling evacuation to
take place in the opposite
direction depending upon the
location of fire on the train.”
The official further
informed that the Detailed
Project Report states that to
prevent emergency situations
and to handle them effectively in case ‘one arises’ there
should be the following provisions for an effective
system which can timely
detect the threats and help
suppress them.
“Fire detection and suppression system , smoke management, environmental con-

trol system (ECS) , tunnel ventilation system , trackway
exhaust system (TES) , station
power supply system , DG sets
& UPS , lighting system , station area lights, tunnel lighting , tunnel lighting control
from BMS , seepage system ,
water supply and drainage
system , sewage system and
any other system deemed necessary. The above list is suggestive not exhaustive and
actual provisioning has to be
done based on the site conditions and other external and
internal factors” informed the
officials.
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‘Sabna Sath Sabka Vikas’ road to ‘New India’: PM Modi is ‘cure’ for
PTI n VRINDAVAN

powerful ‘New India’ cannot
be built if its children are not
A
healthy, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
said and emphasised that his
Government has put emphasis
on nourishment, vaccination
and sanitation to realise the new
paradigm. In his address, at an
event in Vrindavan, he also
asserted that ‘Sabka Sath Sabka
Vikas’ is the “road to ‘New
India’”. India had faced long period of colonial rule and abject
poverty, and country’s children
were the worst hit, he said.
“Just like a solid foundation
stone is necessary for constructing a strong building, for
a ‘New India’, having nourished
and healthy children is also
necessary. If childhood gets
weakened, then growth will get
weakened,” Modi said.
After the event in the main
pavilion, where thousands of
children, parents and teachers
had assembled to hear him
speak, the Prime Minister,
served meal to a group of underprivileged schoolchildren and
praised the efforts of an NGO
towards eradicating hunger
from the country.
The event was organised to
mark the serving of the 3rd billionth meal by the Akshaya
Patra Foundation, a Bengalurubased NGO which work with
the Government on mid-day
meal scheme.
“Now, in the past 55
months, we have laid emphasis
dk;kZy; v/kh{k.k vfHk;Urk] fo|qr
ikjs"k.k e.My&f}rh;] m0iz0
ikoj Vªkl
a fe'ku dkjiksj's ku
fyfeVsM] ikjs"k.k Hkou] foHkwfr [k.M fudV
ea=h vkokl] xkserh uxj] y[kuÅ bZ&fufonk
lwpuk vuqHkoh QeksZa@Bsdsnkjksa@vf/kd`r
foØsrkvks@
a fuekZrkvksa ls fuEufyf[kr dk;Z@
vkiwfrZ gsrq fufonk;sa nks Hkkxksa esa vkeaf=r
dh tkrh gSA bZ&fufonk ds izFke Hkkx esa
v/kh{k.k vfHk;Urk] fo|q r ikjs " k.k
e.My&f}rh;] y[kuÅ ds [kkrs ¼pkyw [kkrk
la0
10101985921, IFSC :
a ] v'kksd
SBIN0003347 Hkkjrh; LVsV cSd
ekxZ] y[kuÅ½ esa fufonk izi= ewY; ¼uku
fjQUMsfcy½ ,oa /kjksgj /kujkf'k RTGS/
NEFT ds ek/;e ls LFkkukUrj.k dk
;w0Vh0vkj0 la0 rFkk is&bu fLyi dh izfr
,oa /kjksgj /kujkf'k ¼bZ0,e0Mh0½ cSad xkjaVh
ds :i esa tek fd;s tkus dh fLFkfr esa cSd
a
xkjaVh dh LdSUM izfr tkjhdrkZ cSd
a ds
iqf"Vdj.k ¼duQjes'ku½ esy dh LdSUM izfr
Hkh bySDVªkfudyh viyksM fd, tkus okys
fufonk izi=ksa ¼Lo;a izekf.kr iSu] th0,l0Vh0
iathdj.k] bUde VSDl fjVuZ] leku izd`fr
ds dk;Z@vkiwfrZ ds lQy lEiknu dk
vuqHko izek.k i= o rRlEcU/kh vuqcU/k@
Ø;kns'k] vgZdkjh 'krsZa ,oa vU; lEcU/kh izi=½
ds lkFk gh layXu dj rFkk bZ&fufonk ds
f}rh; Hkkx esa ewY;@njsa osclkbV
www.etender.up.nic.in ij bZ&fufonk ds
izFke Hkkx ds [kqyus dh frfFk ls ,d fnu
iwoZ 17%00 cts rd viyksM dh tkuh gSA
/kjksgj /kujkf'k ¼bZ0,e0Mh0½ cSad xkjUVh ds
:i esa osclkbV ij viyksM djk, tkus dh
fLFkfr esa cSad xkjUVh ewy :i esa bZ&fufonk
dk Hkkx&1 [kksys tkus dh frfFk ls ,d
lIrkg ds vUnj vFkok Hkkx&2 [kksys tkus
ls iwoZ] tks Hkh igys gks v/kksgLrk{kjh ds
dk;kZy; esa tek fd;k tkuk gksxkA cSad
xkjUVh ewy :i esa tek u djus okys
fufonknkrk ls lEcfU/kr bZ&fufonk dk
Hkkx&2 ugha [kksyk tk;sxkA bZ&fufonk ds
izFke Hkkx ds izi= fufonk [kqyus dh frfFk
ds 12%00 cts ds mijkUr MkmuyksM dh
tk;saxhA fufonkvksa ds izFke Hkkx esa lEiw.kZ
okafNr izi=ksa ds izkIr gksus ,oa muds ewY;kadu
ds ckn mi;qDr ik;h x;h fufonkvksa ds gh
f}rh; Hkkx dks MkmuyksM fd;k tk;sxkA
fufonk lEcU/kh leLr tkudkjh] fu;e o
vgZdkjh 'krsZa] fufonk izi= esa vafdr gS] tks
osclkbV www.etender.up.nic.in ls
MkmuyksM dj voyksfdr@viyksM dh tk
ldrh gS] fufonk dk izFke o f}rh; Hkkx
osclkbV www.etender.up.nic.in ij
viyksM fd;k tk ldsxkA fufonk ls lacfa /kr
dksbZ Hkh izi= HkkSfrd :i ls dk;kZy; esa
Lohdkj ugha fd;k tk;sxkA fufonk [kqyus
dh frfFk ij vodk'k iM+rk gS rks fufonk
vxys dk;Z fnol ij fu/kkZfjr le; ij
MkmuyksM dh tk;saxhA fufonkdkj }kjk
foHkkxh; vuqekfur@izkDdfyr njksa ls de
nj Mkyus dh fLFkfr esa dkjiksj's ku ds orZeku
lacaf/kr vkns'k ds vuq:i ^flD;ksfjVh euh*
vuqcU/k@Ø;kns'k ds le; tek djuh
vko';d gksxhA v/kksgLrk{kjdrkZ dks fcuk
dksbZ dkj.k crk;s fdlh vFkok lHkh
fufonkvksa dks vLohdkj@foHkkftr@fujLr
djus dk vf/kdkj lqjf{kr gSA foLr`r

on health, particularly of children and mothers. We have
worked with commitment and
provided a ‘security cover’
(‘surakhsa kawach’) as far as their
health is concerned,” he said.
He added organisations like
Akshaya Patra are helping in
“strengthening that security
cover”. Modi said the foundation
for healthy ‘New India’ is being
laid through nourishment, vaccination and sanitation. The
PM also enumerated the
achievements
of
his
Governments since it assumed
office in 2014 and also spelt out
the roadmap ahead.
“As part of Mission
Indradhanush, 3.4 crore children
have been vaccinated. And 90
lakh pregnant woman have also
been covered under the scheme.
And, the way the program has
progressed, the target of reaching complete vaccination does
not seem far,” the PM said.
Mission Indradhanush is
being praised abroad also, he
said, adding, a noted medical
journal recently also picked it as
“one of the world’s 12 best practices”. Modi said Akshaya Patra’s
efforts best illustrate the journey
from ‘I’ to ‘We’.
“When ‘I’ becomes ‘We’,
then we go beyond ourselves
and think about the society. We
then expand the horizons of our
thinking. ‘We’ gives more importance to our country, our culture
than our individual self,” he said.
“The feeling of being ‘We’ is
ancient. And, ‘New India’ is
only strengthening these cultural
tkudkjh] vU; fdlh izdkj ds la'kks/ku ,oa
frfFk foLrkj vkfn ds lEcU/k esa fufonk
viyksM djus ds fnukad@le; rd d`i;k
osclkbV www.etender.up.nic.in ij
ykWx vkWu djsaA ¼1½ bZ&fufonk la[;k&
fo0ikjs0 ea0 &f}0@y0@173@2018&19
¼fufonk [kqyus dh frfFk 13&03&2019½ %
132 ds0oh0 midsUnz ch?kkiqj ij 132 ds0oh0
lksfud&ch?kkiqj ykbu ^cs* ds 145 ds0oh0
lfdZV czsdj ¼rhuksa iksy½ ds yhdst dks
jksdus lac/a kh dk;Z fufonk izi= vuqlkj %
/kjksgj /kujkf'k #0 2000@& fufonk izi=
ewY; #0 590@& ¼18 izfr'kr th0,l0Vh0
lfgr½A ¼2½ bZ & fufonk la[ ;k&
fo0ikjs0 ea0 &f}0@y0@174@2018&19
¼fufonk [kqyus dh frfFk 13&03&2019½ %
400 ds0oh0 midsUnz ngh pkSdh] mUuko ij
gkbZ&ekLV dh vkiwfrZ ,oa LFkkiuk dk dk;Z
fufonk izi= vuqlkj % /kjksgj /kujkf'k #0
46000@& fufonk izi= ewY; #0 3540@&
¼18 izfr'kr th0,l0Vh0 lfgr½A ¼3½
bZ&fufonk la[;k& fo0ikjs0ea0&f}0@y0@
175@2018&19 ¼fufonk [kqyus dh frfFk
13&03&2019½ % 132 ds0oh0 ckaxjeÅ&
l.Mhyk ykbu ds Vkojksa ij fofHkUu izdkj
dh IysV~l dh vkiwfrZ ,oa LFkkfir djus dk
dk;Z fufonk izi= ds vuqlkj % /kjksgj /kujkf'k #0 2000@& fufonk izi= ewY; #0
590@& ¼18 izfr'kr th0,l0Vh0 lfgr½A
¼4½ bZ&fufonk la[;k& fo0ikjs0ea0&f}0@
y0@176@2018&19 ¼fufonk [kqyus dh
frfFk 13&03&2019½ % 132 ds0oh0 midsUnz
lksfud ,oa pdyoa'kh ij 01&01 vnn 132
ds0oh0 ^cs* ds fuekZ.k dk;Z fufonk izi=
vuqlkj % /kjksgj /kujkf'k #0 6000@&
fufonk izi= ewY; #0 1180@& ¼18 izfr'kr
th0,l0Vh0 lfgr½A ¼5½ bZ&fufonk la[;k&
fo0ikjs0 ea0 &f}0@y0@177@2018&19
¼fufonk [kqyus dh frfFk 13&03&2019½ %
400 ds0oh0 midsUnz ngh pkSdh] mUuko ij
220 ds0oh0 lfdZV czsdj dh vksojgkfyax
,oa vuqj{k.k dk;Z fufonk izi= vuqlkj %
/kjksgj /kujkf'k #0 6500@& fufonk izi=
ewY; #0 1180@& ¼18 izfr'kr th0,l0Vh0
lfgr½A ¼6½ bZ & fufonk la[ ;k&
fo0ikjs0 ea0 &f}0@y0@178@2018&19
¼fufonk [kqyus dh frfFk 13&03&2019½ %
132 ds0oh0 lksfud&pdyoa'kh ,oa 132
ds0oh0 lksfud&ch?kkiqj ykbuksa ds fMLd
bUlqyVs j dks cnydj ikyhej bUlqyVs j
yxkus dk dk;Z fufonk izi= vuqlkj %
/kjksgj /kujkf'k #0 5000@& fufonk izi=
ewY; #0 590@& ¼18 izfr'kr th0,l0Vh0
lfgr½A ¼7½ bZ & fufonk la[ ;k&
fo0ikjs0 ea0 &f}0@y0@179@2018&19
¼fufonk [kqyus dh frfFk 13&03&2019½ %
132 ds0oh0 midsUnz ckaxjeÅ] mUuko ij
01 vnn 250 ds0oh0,0] 33@0-4 ds0oh0
{kfrxzLr ifjorZd dh fjis;fjax dk dk;Z
fufonk izi= vuqlkj % /kjksgj /kujkf'k #0
2000@& fufonk izi= ewY; #0 590@&
¼18 izfr'kr th0,l0Vh0 lfgr½A v/kh{k.k
vfHk;Urk] fo|qr ikjs"k.k e.My&f}rh;
m0iz 0 ik0Vª k 0dk0fy0] ikjs" k.k Hkou]
,l0,y0Mh0lh0 dSEil foHkwfr [k.M]
xkserhuxj] y[kuÅ&226010 i=kad& 233
fnukad 11-2-2019 ^^jk"Vªfgr esa fctyh
cpk,a**A

problems facing the
country: Rajnath

Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with UP Governor Ram Naik serves food to
underprivileged children during a programme organised to mark the serving of the
3rd billionth meal by the Akshaya Patra Foundation in Vrindavan on Monday PTI

values of India,” Modi said.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said, Akshaya Patra
will be given the responsibility
to “serve mid-day meals in 10
new districts and to open its
kitchens in another 6 new areas”.
He also expressed his appreciation for Akshaya Patra for serving safe, hygienic meals to pilgrims at Kumbh Mela in
Prayagraj. Praising the NGO,
Modi said, “may your faith in
serving remains undiminished.
‘Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas is the
road to ‘New India’.
Madhu Pandit Dasa,
Chairman, Akshaya Patra
Foundation said, to build ‘Poshit
Bharat, Shikshit Bharat,’
(Nourished India, Educated
India) it is essential that every
child is provided with a nutritious diet, a fulfilling education,
and a bright future.

Cow important part of India’s culture;
vital element of rural economy: PM
PTI n VRINDAVAN

xtolling her as a mother,
Prime Minister Narendra
E
Modi on Monday said cow has
been an important part of India’s
tradition and culture and his government has taken several steps
to improve the health of cattle.
Addressing a gathering after
his first visit to Vrindavan
Chandrodaya Mandir, he praised
the people of MathuraVrindavan, saying ‘gau sewa’ is a
tradition in the area, drawing
loud cheers from his audience.
They also raised slogans like ‘gau
mata ki jai’ during the speech.

Modi stressed his government has created a “security
cover” to ensure good heath of
children and mothers during
the past 55 month of his rule.
“But there is another mother, who has been nourishing us
for ages. I want to express my
gratitude to her from the land of
Gokul. That mother is ‘gau maa’.
We cannot repay the debt of cow’s
(gau mata’s) milk. Cow is an
important element of India’s tradition and culture,” he said.
He said his Government has
started the Rashtriya Gokul
Mission to improve the health of
cattle. In the Union Budget,

Modi said, his government also
took a decision to establish the
Rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog with
an allocation of Rs 500 crore for
taking care of cows.
Alluding to Lord Krishna’s
legendary childhood during his
nearly 30-minute speech at the
Mandir campus, the prime minister said, ‘gau mata’ nourished
‘Bal Gopal’ through milk.
“Cows have been an important part of our culture and tradition (Gai hamari sanskriti aur
paramaopra ka aham hissa rahi
hai). And also an important element of the rural economy,” he
said.

Gujjar quota agitation enters 4th day
Highways, railway
tracks blocked
Jaipur/Dholpur: The stalemate between the protesting
Gujjar community and the
Rajasthan Government over
quota in jobs and education
continued on the fourth consecutive day on Monday, as agitators blocked roads and rail-

way tracks.
Protesters, led by Kirori
Singh Bainsla, have been squatting on railway tracks in Sawai
Madhopur district since Friday
evening, demanding five per
cent reservation for the Gujjar,
Raika-Rebari, Gadia Luhar,
Banjara and the Gadaria communities. The sit-in has affected the movement of over 300
trains through the region so far.
On Monday, members of

the community blocked the
Agra-Jaipur Highway in Dausa,
Jaipur-Kota Highway in Tonk
and a few other roads in
Karauli and Sawai Madhopur
districts. They also blocked
the NH-11 and continued their
blockade from previous days at
other places.
However, there was no violence and the agitation was
largely peaceful. The HindoliUniyara National Highway was

Shutdown in Valley to mark
Maqbool Bhat’s death anniv

also blocked by protesters in
Bundi district near Topa village.
“Protestors blocked the
Agra-Jaipur highway at
Sikandar in Dausa, Jaipur-Kota
Highway at Banas pulia in Tonk
and other roads in Karauli and
Sawai Madhopur districts on
Monday. The situation is peaceful and there is no report of any
violence so far,” Director
General of Police (Law and
Order) ML Lathar said. PTI

Pakistan violates
ceasefire, targets
forward posts,
villages in Poonch

KHURSHEED WANI n SRINAGAR

he normal life was affected
in Kashmir Valley due to
T
shutdown on separatists’ call to
mark the death anniversary of
JKLF founder Muhammad
Maqbool Bhat who was sent to
gallows in Tihar jail on
February 11, 1984.
Maqbool Bhat hailing from
North Kashmir’s Trehgam village of Kupwara district, was
hanged inside Delhi’s Tihar
jail for “masterminding the
hijacking of Indian Airlines
Passenger Airliner “Ganga” to
Lahore Pakistan in 1971 and
also role in the kidnapping and
subsequent murder of Indian
diplomat Ravinder Mhatre on
Februar y 3, 1984, in
Birmingham London. Bhat lays
buried inside the jail precincts
while his family has been
demanding his mortal remains.
The JRL comprising of
Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq and Yasin Malik
have called for a valley-wide
shutdown and staging protests
against his execution while
reiterating demand for the
return of his mortal remains.
Shops, business establishments, fuel stations are shut in
Srinagar while public transport
is off the roads. Scanty private
vehicles are plying on city roads
along-with ambulances and
emergency services vehicles.

Security personnel stands guard along a barbed wire in Srinagar on Monday

The shutdown has also
affected attendance in government and semi government
offices in Srinagar and other
areas in Valley.
Reports of the shutdown
were also received from other
district headquarters of the
Valley.
Heavy deployment of
police and paramilitary forces
has been made at law and
order sensitive places in
Srinagar, south Kashmir and
Kupwara.
The authorities have
imp os e d rest r ic t ions in
Srinagar’s sensitive areas and
also in Bhat’s native area
Trehgam to prevent protests
and maintain law and order.
The train services between
north Kashmir’s Baramulla and
Banihal in Jammu province
have been suspended as a precautionary measure in view of
shutdown call and also due to
tense situation arising out of

PTI

killing of five Hizb and
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT) militants in Kelam Devsar Kulgam
in south Kashmir.
Authorities placed Mirwaiz
Umer Farooq under house
detention at his Nigeen residence on the Srinagar outskirts.
Syed Ali Geelani continued
to remain in house detention at
his Hyderpora residence since
2010. Yasin Malik has already
been put in preventive police
detention in Srinagar police
station.
Meanwhile, amid restrictions and tight security scores
of Joint Resistance Leader (JRL)
leaders and activists held a
protest rally at Abiguzar area
near Lal Chowk in Srinagar
demanding the return of mortal remains of Maqbool Bhat
and Afzal Guru. They were
shouting pro-freedom and antiIndia slogans. Police later
arrested several leaders and
activists.

Jammu: Pakistani troops on
Monday targeted forward
posts and villages along the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Poonch district of Jammu &
Kashmir, prompting “strong
and effective” retaliation by
the Indian Army, officials
said.
The exchange of fire
between the two sides continued for nearly seven hours,
causing panic among the
locals, the officials said.
The y s aid Pa kist ani
troops violated the ceasefire
by resorting to unprovoked
firing from light and heavy
weapons in Kerni sector
around 8.15 am.
Indian troops guarding
the LoC, retaliated effectively and the cross-border firing
between the two sides continued till 3 pm, the officials
said, adding there was no
immediate report of any
casualty on this side.
PTI

NRIs who don’t register their marriage can
have passports impounded: Bill
PTI n NEW DELHI

on-Resident Indians who
marry an Indian citizen or
N
a fellow NRI abroad have to
compulsorily register their
marriages within 30 days or
face the prospects of their
passports being impounded or
even revoked, according to a
bill introduced in Rajya Sabha
on Monday.
The Registration of
Marriage of Non-Resident
Indian Bill, 2019 also allows
courts to attach movable and
immovable properties of NRIs
who are declared “proclaimed
offenders” for failing to appear
before law. The draft law also
allows courts to send sum-

monses and warrants to the
accused through a specially designated website to be hosted by
the Ministry of External Affairs.
The Bill was introduced by
External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj in the Upper
House. The Bill comes against
the backdrop of cases of Indian
women being trapped in
“fraudulent marriages” with
non-resident Indians.
According to the Bill, The
Passport Act and the Code of
Criminal Procedure will be
amended to allow passport
authorities to revoke or
impound passport or travel
documents of the accused, and
allow courts to attach their
properties.

The Bill states that if an
NRI marries an Indian citizen
here, the marriage has to be
registered as per local laws. If
the marriage takes place
abroad, it has to be registered
with designated officers to be
appointed in foreign countries. An NRI is an Indian citizen who resides outside India.
The proposed law will be
applicable to NRIs marrying
Indian women within or even
outside India, the Bill states.
Swaraj had recently said that
MEA receives hundreds of
complaints about NRI men
abandoning their wives in foreign lands, and husbands subjecting their wives to mental
and physical abuse.

Moradabad (UP): Home
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Monday praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as a “cure” for
problems facing the country and
asserted he will be voted back to
power in the Lok Sabha election
that must be held by May.
Singh said the prime minister worked for the poor, farmers
and weaker sections of society
during the past four and a half
years of his tenure.
Addressing an event in
Moradabad, he cited several
Central Government schemes —
such as Ujjwala Yojana of providing free LPG connections to
poor households and Ayushman
Bharat health care programme —
to make his point. “Chowkidar
chor nahi, chowkidar pure hai.
Next PM sure hai, problem ke liye
cure hai,” Singh said, using the
word Congress president Rahul
Gandhi has used to attack Modi
on the Rafale jet deal.
Singh’s statement in English
meant: “The watchman is not a

thief, he is a pure man.” “He is
sure to be the next PM, he is a
cure for problems.”
The Congress has been alleging that the 2015 Rafale deal to
purchase 36 fighter jets from
France was compromised by
corruption.
Gandhi has repeatedly
alleged Modi helped industrialists in getting defence contracts
related to the deal.
On Monday, the home minister responded to the allegations,
saying the defence deal strengthened the Indian Air Force, which
had been demanding fighter jets
for 30 years.
The Prime Minister finalised
the Rafale deal to strengthen
India’s security, he added.
Citing former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Singh
said he tested nuclear bombs in
1998 without caring about the
warnings and threats from world
powers and it was this courage
that made India a nuclear
weapons State.
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Robert Vadra, his mother to be quizzed
PNS n NEW DELHI

ongress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi’s husband Robert Vadra and his
mother will be quizzed by the
Enforcement Directorate at the
agency’s Jaipur office in connection with a money laundering probe relating to the
Bikaner land scam.
Last week, Vadra was questioned thrice in connection
with a separate money laundering case relating to illegal assets
abroad. Vadra with his mother Maureen are likely to appear
before the ED at about 10 AM
at the agency’s zonal office in
Jaipur on Tuesday. The duo
reached Jaipur on Monday.
Earlier, the Rajasthan High
Court had asked Vadra and his
mother to cooperate with the
agency after they approached

C

the court seeking directions
that no coercive action is taken
against them by the agency.
The Investigating Officer
(IO) of the case will record the
statement of Vadra and his
mother under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). The agency has
grilled Vadra last week for
nearly 24 hours over three sessions in the national capital in
the illegal assets case.
In the Bikaner land scam
case, the ED had summoned
Vadra thrice but he failed to
appear and later approached
the Rajasthan High Court
which directed him to cooperate with the probe.
The agency had registered
a criminal case under provisions of PMLA in connection
with the land deal in 2015, taking cognisance of a clutch of

Robert Vadra arrives to appear before the ED officials

PTI

FIRs and chargesheets filed by
the Rajasthan police after the
tehsildar of Bikaner complained about alleged forgery in
the allotment of land in the district, considered sensitive due
to its proximity to the Indo-Pak
border. However, Vadra’s name
does not appear in the ED FIR
which mentioned some
Rajasthan government officials

and the “land mafia”. The ED
is likely to grill Vadra about the
operations of a firm -- Skylight
Hospitality Pvt Limited -allegedly linked to him, which
had purchased land in the
area. The is also expected to
confront Vadra with the statements of those said to be linked
to him, sources said.
In the past, the ED had also

port. The Congress workers and
leaders went berserk on seeing
Priyanka and the security personnel had a hard time to control them, when the leaders
arrived in the afternoon.
Priyanka, under tight security
cover immediately left for the
road show but she did not disappointed the workers and
waved her hand to give a positive response to the workers
assembled at the airport since
early morning. Congress general secretary and in-charge of
Lucknow, Vinod Kumar
Mishra, claimed that such a
huge crowd was never seen in
the past in any event. Several
senior leaders including Maroof
Khan, Amarnath Agarwal,
Sidtharthpriya Srivastava,
Zeeshan Haidar and others
welcomed the leaders at the airport.

has given that money to his
industrialist friend Anil
Ambani. “That is the fact of the
matter,” Rahul said in an apparent reference to the Rafale
fighter jet deal with France.
Derek O’Brien recalled Modi’s
speech in Guntur, Andhra
Pradesh, on Sunday and said he
didn’t talk about development
or special category status but
“started a personal attack”.
“Those who live in glass houses should not throw stones at
others...BC is before chaiwala
and AD is after dhoka...Modi
has lost all his allies and formed
a new ally in CBI,” he alleged.
The PM in his rally had
remarked that Naidu was a
senior, but only in losing elections, switching alliances and
ditching his father-in-law, N T
Rama Rao.
Lashing out at the prime
minister, Abdullah said, “Modi
has stooped so low. He’s making personal attacks against
Naidu, who is doing great service for the country.” “The
Jammu-Srinagar highway is
closed for six days. They cannot clear the 30km road, but
they want to rule the country,”
he added. While Memon
alleged that the Central government was meting out step
motherly treatment to the state
and the BJP was attacking
Naidu because he has taken the
lead in uniting rival parties
against it, Mulayam Singh
Yadav said even though he not
well but came to endorse
Naidu’s stand. Stating that
Naidu was fighting for a just
cause, DMK leader Siva said the
Modi government would be
ousted in three months.
Loktantrik Janata Dal chief
Sharad Yadav blamed the Modi
government for unemployment, joblessness which he said
were a result of demonetisation.
Former Arunachal Pradesh
chief minister Gegong Apang,
Congress leaders Anand
Sharma, Ahmed Patel, Jairam
Ramesh too shared dias with
Naidu. Kejriwal hit out at the
prime minister over the alleged
mistreatment meted out to
states being run by governments of opposition parties.
Former MP CM Digvijay Singh
too joined Naidu in his fast
protest.

raided the premises of people
linked to Vadra including
Mahesh Nagar who is connected to Skylight Hospitality. In
December 2017, the ED had
arrested Ashok Kumar, a close
associate of Nagar, and another person, Jaiprakash Bagarwa.
The agency had searched the
premises of both Kumar and
Nagar in April 2017.
Nagar was the “authorised
representative” of Skylight
Hospitality in four cases of land
purchase in Bikaner. Kumar, on
the other hand, had purchased
land in the same area, using the
“power of attorney” of
others. The ED probe in the
case is related to the purchase
of a land measuring 275 bigha
allegedly
by
the
company linked to Vadra in
Bikaner’s Kolayat area a few
years ago.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
PRIYANKA...

Though the Gandhi family arrived around 45 minutes
late, but the enthusiasm of the
Congress workers could be
seen. The crowd showered
flowers on the leaders and in
response, Priyanka, on her clear
white suite, waved at them and
even threw back the flower garlands at them. With a snail pace
of the road show,, the security
personnel witnessing a hard
time to control the crowd ,
which was virtually coming in
front of the bus. Along with
Priyanka, Rahul and Scindia,
the bus was crowded with sev-

eral UP Congress leaders like
PL Punia, Jitin Prasada, RPN
Singh, Rajiv Shukla, Deepak
Singh and Raj Babbar. A senior
Congress leader claimed that
around one lakh Congress supporters from different parts of
the state and even from adjoining Uttarakhand, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
had arrived in Lucknow on
Monday morning to welcome
Priyanka. Earlier, Congress
president Rahul, along with
his sister and and UP West
General Secretary Scindia were
given a rousing welcome at the
Choudhury Charan Singh air-

NAIDU’S FAST...

Former Prime Minister late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee had
referred to “Raj Dharma” to
remind then Gujarat Chief
Minister Narendra Modi of his
duty during the 2002 Gujarat
riots. Extending his support to
the cause of Andhra Pradesh,
Manmohan Singh said the
demand had support of all parties when it was discussed in
Parliament. “I stand in solidarity with Naidu,” Singh, who
headed the UPA government at
the Centre when Andhra
Pradesh was bifurcated, said. He
said the special category status
promise must be implemented
without any further delay and
that he had always stood by the
people of the state. Addressing
the protestors Rahul Gandhi
alleged that the prime minister
has stolen from the people
from Andhra Pradesh and he

RAO SAYS SORRY...

He admitted that in view of
the Supreme Court orders
dated October 31 and
November 28, 2018 "I ought not
have agreed with the legal
advice for relieving AK Sharma
even in his promotion without
prior approval of this court".
The Supreme Court on
February 7 came down heavily on the CBI for transferring
Sharma, who was probing
Bihar’s shelter home cases, out
of the agency in violation of the
court's order and had directed
Rao to personally appear before
it on February 12. A Bench
headed by Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi took serious note of the
violation of the two earlier
orders and issued contempt
notice to Rao for transferring
Sharma to the CRPF on January
17 without taking prior permission from the court.
"I unhesitatingly accept my
mistake and tender my unconditional and unequivocal apology to this court. I most
respectfully pray that this court
may be graciously pleased to
accept the same," Rao said.
He also submitted that the
officer was transferred "not
with any deliberate or disobedient intent and it is humbly
submitted that it was never my
intention to undermine the
majesty of this court or flout or
circumvent any direction of
this court." The IPS officer, who
is additional director in the CBI,
said he has highest respect for
the apex court and prayed
"most humbly and respectful-

ly" that his apology be accepted. In his affidavit, Rao narrated his achievements in 32 years
as an IPS officer.
PTI

Cong betraying nation: Goyal
PNS n NEW DELHI

ccusing the Congress of
betraying the nation by
A
opposing Government policies for the poor and farmers,
Finance Minister Piyush Goyal
on Monday said the people will
never forgive it. While replying
to the debate on Interim
Budget in Lok Sabha, Goyal
said that the Modi Government
had taken a lot of initiatives in
the past four-and-half years for
the benefit of poor, farmers and
middle class and the 2019-20
Interim Budget was a continuation of that.
The Interim Budget was
later passed by Lok Sabha by
voice vote, amid walk-out by
the Congress, NCP and CPI-M.
Referring to the PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi under which
small farmers will be provided
Rs 6,000 financial assistance
every year, Goyal said that
those living in palaces will
never understand the importance of `2,000 every four
months and hence they “belittle” the scheme.

“This Government has
changed the working style followed by the Congress. We are
moving towards an honest system,” he said, adding the
Government will take harsh
steps against fake companies
but will do everything to protect the honest ones.
Attacking the Government
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Congress leader
Veerappa Moily said every data
on government’s claims are
“fudging” in statistics. If the
GDP is growing at 7.5 per cent,
“can it be without creating

jobs,” he said, adding according
to latest NSSO estimate, the
country’s unemployment stood
at a 45-year high. There is a
“job crisis”, which they are not
prepared to accept, Moily said.
Citing various data, Moily
alleged that the government has
significantly reduced the budget for different programmes
including for welfare of farmers and women. “Now Rafael
will fail and Rahul will win,” he
said, alleging the ruling government has no respect for
Parliament
and
Constitution.

SIT TO PROBE...

He said during the purported conversation, it was stated
that Rs 50 crore had been paid
to the Speaker to get a
favourable ruling to accept the
resignation of ruling coalition
MLAs.
“Identification and authentication of the person is important. I can’t take this blemish. I
can’t show my face to my wife
and children,” Kumar said, as he
spoke emotionally of how he
had always upheld the highest
standards in maintaining
integrity in his political career.
“I don’t want to sit in the
chair even for a minute. But I
am not taking any hasty decision,” Kumar said.
As Minister Krishna Byre
Gowda said Yeddyurappa had
accepted that it was his voice,
the BJP leader, who had
remained silent throughout the
discussion, got up to remark
angrily,” don’t say that I have
admitted to the conversation.”
After Kumaraswamy said he
had accepted the Speaker’s
advice for the SIT probe, BJP
members objected to the SIT
inquiry and insisted on constituting a House committee or a
judicial probe. They expressed
fears that the SIT might be misused with “political vengeance”,
leading to trading of charges
and counter-charges between
the ruling benches and the
opposition. The Speaker then
adjourned the House for half an
hour. Renukacharya (BJP)
flashed a CD and said they can
also expose. The 2014 video
CD showed Kumaraswamy
purportedly telling supporters
of MLC seat aspirant Vijugowda
Patil, the then JDS leader from
Bijapur district, about the
demand for Rs 40 crore from
his party MLAs in return for
votes, BJP sources said.

PVT COLLEGES...

Stipend parity has been a
long-standing demand of
MBBS interns practicing at different private medical colleges
in the country. There has been
several complaints from these
hapless ‘over-strained’ junior
doctors alleging that they feel
cheated since they work long
hours in the hospital with hardly any days off. Now, taking up
their cause, the MCI Board of
Governors is considering to
amend the Regulations on
Graduate Medical Education,
1997. It has invited suggestions
from the public, a move if
approved will help the MBBS
interns in private colleges to
meet their basic needs. In a
statement, the BOG said, “The
Board of Governors in supersession of Medical Council of
India are considering to include
the following provisions in the
Regulations on Graduate
Medical Education, 1997. “All
the candidates pursuing compulsory rotating internship at
the institution from which
MBBS course was completed,
shall be paid stipend on par
with the stipend being paid to
the interns of the State Govt.
Medical Institution / Central
Government
Medical
Institution in the State / Union
Territory where the institution
is located. “All concerned are
requested to give their comments / suggestions within 15
days to bring the above amendment in regulations for payment of stipend to interns,”
added the statement. Though
the issue was raised several
times earlier too before the then
Medical Council of India (MCI)
but the MCI had refused to
intervene. In most states, private colleges either don’t pay
anything well below what is
stipulated by the Government.
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The jobs dilemma

Yes, new ones are being created but the problem is
that they are far too less to solve a crisis
ike a wounded lion bristling with pride
at those who want to usurp his turf,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi made
an unusually combative speech in
Parliament where he denied that India is in
the midst of a jobs crisis. Quoting figures,
he said that 3.76 lakh new jobs were added
in the Government sector and looking at
growing contributions to both the provident
fund and the National Pension Scheme, one
could see that several million new jobs had
been created, at least in the formal sector.
While there is no need to doubt Modi, his
numbers, tallied with growth in the informal sector, would likely mean that at least
ten-twelve odd million jobs have been created in India in the past five years. But
here, two problems arise. First being that even though there might have been an
improvement in the pace of job creation, it is plainly not enough and in India,
like many other parts of the world, there is a challenge in creating middle-class
jobs with the appearance of a clear dichotomy of a few high-paying, high-level
jobs and millions of low-paying jobs. As Manish Sabharwal of the staffing agency,
Teamlease, wrote a few years ago, there are a few `25,000 per month jobs and
little prospect for growth for low-level employees. Clearly, the situation hasn’t
changed and this is just increasing the wealth and education divide in India. The
problem is that neither Prime Minister Modi nor the Opposition has any solutions to this. The core problem is the much-ballyhooed “demographic dividend”
in India, which now appears to have been an economy-crushing combination
of lower maternal and infant mortality rates without a drop in fertility rates in large
swathes of northern and eastern parts. At the same time, dramatic improvements in agricultural technologies and yields have reduced manpower needs.
Further, large agricultural families are unsustainable, which has led to mass urban
migration with a subsequent realignment in a manner of speaking of traditional
caste structures. All of these are huge challenges that have been dealt with by
politicians through either quota politics, again not sustainable without enough
jobs, or cash doles. But neither of them is enough.
China’s stunning turnaround happened because it moved its people from unsustainable subsistence agriculture to factories and as much complaints as the weather had about China’s factories, they are a whole lot better than the ones in the
West when they made the huge leap to the industrial revolution. The problem is
that India seems to have missed the manufacturing bus. And while domestic
demand has kept the economy afloat, the key consuming class is still around
20-25 million families. India’s ‘great middle class’ as The Economist magazine
put it, is “ephemeral.” This is almost circular logic and the only way to boost
jobs growth and, thus, demand, is to provide stimulus to the private sector not
just to the small-scale industry, but encourage foreign investment with rational
policy decisions. This should be the main job for whoever gets the hot seat come
May end because we cannot dilly-dally any longer.
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Conscience keeper

Amol Palekar is not pursuing an agenda but
raising a pertinent question on democratising art
t is not about Naseeruddin Shah or an
Amol Palekar being known for their cinematic splendour and the assumption that
their remarks must have been made to stir
up a deliberate controversy simply because
they do not make a fawning spectacle of
selfies like the latest starry studio delegation of Bollywood did with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. It is about two intelligent
men and cultural icons, who are known for
abilities far beyond cinema, and are perfectly legitimate and eligible voices to comment about what they know best as gifted artistes, the function of art in society. By articulating what is right that may
not suit the right-winger doesn’t mean that they are necessarily Leftist or “urban
Naxals.” And it is this reminder that Palekar sounded while opening an exhibition in memory of artist Prabhakar Barwe at National Gallery of Modern Art (NGMA),
Mumbai, where he was stopped from speaking his mind. All he was trying to
do was seek reasons behind the cancellation of retrospectives of two senior artists,
the delay in Barwe’s own and wondering why such a public space would not
reflect local artists and their sentiments. He even pointed out how the advisory
councils of local artists, which so far had a say in mounting shows at NGMA
branch centres, would now no longer be relevant and any clearance would come
from the central Culture Ministry. It means that though NGMA created branches and extensions to allow local artists have a say, fact of the matter is that they
would be used to promote a certain idea of pan-Indianness rather than being
genuinely pan-India. Or to homogenise content as Bharatiya sanskar rather than
allowing the free spirit and voices their diversity and depth. What Palekar essentially did was talk about the need for democratising art and break it free from
elitist or conformist shackles. In short, NGMA’s changes would seem that it would
hallmark art the way we hallmark gold standards and decide what is good for
us and what is not. True Palekar was asked by NGMA members why couldn’t
he raise the issue in private discussions and go public instead? Yes, Palekar has
been considered to be a civil sort of person and has been low-key about his
artistic pursuits. But if he is speaking out loud and clear at an open forum, it
means he wasn’t given a listen in the first place and had to choose a public event
to put his point of view across. Already, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, by publicly praising the artist behind the aggressive Hanuman graphic, has given credence to the theory of a neo-culture police attempting to redefine Indic thought
processes. Seen in the context of recent clampdowns, be it on authors like
Nayantara Sahgal or Carnatic singer TM Krishna, the latest suppression of Palekar
doesn’t augur well for the art world. Anyway our contemporary Indian artists
have played safe, staying away from reflecting the brutal realities of our time or
setting off a cultural revolution of ideas against revisionism. It would be banal to
counteract that powerful lobbies did hold the cultural discourse to ransom even
during the Congress era but do two wrongs a right make? Or does that mean
that the “licence quota raj” mentality must acquire a new shape and purpose?
Historically, ideologically-driven art, be it of the Soviets or the Nazis, that almost
bordered on idolatory, has only made it good as propaganda. And while Pablo
Picasso’s Guernica, a passionate cry against war and violence, didn’t stop them
from happening, it remains his most popular work despite being a political statement. When we disallow free expressions, then it only means we have lost confidence in ourselves as a society.
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Treading a dangerous path
All leaders, who indulge in dharna politics, must pay heed to BR Ambedkar’s advice, who
strongly believed in the Constitutional scheme to attain social and economic objectives

A SURYA PRAKASH
hile there have been several instances of confrontation between the Union
Government and a State
over jurisdictional issues
over the last seven decades, what happened
in Kolkata recently was clearly unprecedented. The hostility displayed by the West
Bengal Police towards officers of the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the
political street theatre that followed could
have serious ramifications for the survival
of the Constitutional scheme of things if this
were to be emulated by other States.
Although the CBI is investigating the chit
fund scams in West Bengal and some other
States on the directions of the Supreme Court,
its officers were treated like an alien force by
the Kolkata police. The central agency told
the apex court that its officers went to the residence of Rajeev Kumar, the Kolkata Police
Commissioner, on February 3 because it
found substantial material against him.
However, events took a bizarre turn. The local
police not only surrounded the CBI officers,
who went to Kumar’s residence, but they also
laid siege to the CBI office in the city and the
official residence of the Joint Director of the
central agency. The officials, who went to the
Police Commissioner’s residence, were held
captive and their mobile phones were taken
away. As if all this was not enough, Rajeev
Kumar and other senior police officers of the
State joined Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
when she began a dharna, which the CBI said
was indicative of absolute anarchy.
There is no parallel to this kind of lawlessness. But what is even more unconstitutional is that the State police behaved in
this manner despite the fact that the CBI was
investigating these cases on the explicit
orders of the Supreme Court. The CBI came
into the picture only because the court
directed it in May, 2014, to investigate the
Saradha and other chit fund scams in West
Bengal and other States. The court had also
directed the West Bengal Government to
hand over all the chit fund scam cases to the
CBI. In that judgement, the court noted that
more than 25 lakh claims had been received
by various commissions of inquiry set up
in Odisha and West Bengal and this was
indicative of the magnitude of the scam in
terms of the number of citizens who had
been defrauded by ponzi companies.
The court observed that the investigation
conducted until then revealed involvement of
several political and other influential personalities, who wielded considerable clout and
influence. It said that it wanted the State
Government to hand over the cases to the CBI
because of the sensitivity of the issues
involved, the inter-state ramifications of the
scam and because of the need to ensure credibility of the investigation. “Investigation by
the State police in a scam that involves thousands of crores collected from the public
allegedly because of the patronage of people
occupying high positions in the system will

hardly carry conviction especially when even the regulators who
were expected to prevent or
check such a scam appear to have
turned a blind eye to what was
going on”.
Since Banerjee and several
other leaders, who are part of the
coalition against the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) claim that the
actions of the CBI indicate that
the federal structure is under
assault, it is best to look at the
foundations on which the Indian
Constitution rests.
While introducing the draft
Constitution in the Constituent
Assembly, BR Ambedkar, the
Chairman of the drafting
Committee, had this to say in
regard to the federal structure in
India. He said there were special
features in the Indian federation,
which made it distinct from the
American federation and from all
other federations. He said all federal systems are placed in a tight
mould and no matter what the
circumstances, it cannot change
its form and shape. “It can never
be unitary.” On the other hand,
the Indian Constitution can be
both unitary as well as federal
“according to the requirements of
time and circumstances.”
Further, responding to criticism that the Centre has been
given the power to override the
States, Ambedkar said, in a
moment of crisis, a conflict of
claims may arise and it is then
apparent that ultimate allegiance
cannot be divided…..(and) the
bare question is, what authority
commands the residual loyalty of

The way the Narendra Modi
treats the States of non-BJP
ruled States, it seems he is
the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, not India.

Governments must take
decisive action to root
out the causes of human
trafficking. Victims must
be protected.

No, fame was never on
the cards! In fact, no one
should ever seek fame, it
should find you for good
reasons…

When Priyanka Gandhi is in
Delhi, she wears jeans and
top but when she comes to
Uttar Pradesh, she wears
saree and sindoor.

Delhi Chief Minister
—Arvind Kejriwal

Head of Catholic Church
—Pope Francis

Social media sensation
—Ben Phillips

BJP MP
—Harish Dwivedi

W

the citizen? Is it the Centre or the
Constituent State? Answering
this question, he said, “There can
be no doubt that in the opinion
of the vast majority of the people, the residual loyalty of the citizen in an emergency must be to
the Centre and not to the constituent States. For, it is only the
Centre which can work for a
common end and for the general interests of the country as a
whole. Herein lies the justification for giving to the Centre
overriding powers to be used in
an emergency. And after all
what is the obligation imposed
upon the constituent States…No
more than this — that in an
emergency, they should take
into consideration alongside
their own local interests, the
opinions and interests of the
nation as a whole”.
Those objecting to the arrival
of CBI officials at the doorstep of
the
Kolkata
Police
Commissioner’s residence need
to be reminded of the investigative body’s actions in Gujarat,
when the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance ran the
country between 2004 and 2014.
The CBI arrested three senior
police officials before arresting
BJP chief Amit Shah in the
Sohrabuddin case. Later, the
special CBI court discharged
Shah from the case. Narendra
Modi, then the Chief Minister of
Gujarat, was interrogated for
nine hours in the Gujarat riots
related cases. Throughout this
period, the CBI functioned from
Ahmedabad without any hin-

THOSE OBJECTING
TO THE ARRIVAL
OF CBI OFFICIALS
AT THE DOORSTEP
OF THE
KOLKATA POLICE
COMMISSIONER’S
RESIDENCE NEED
TO BE REMINDED
OF THE
INVESTIGATIVE
BODY’S ACTIONS
IN GUJARAT,
WHEN THE
CONGRESS-LED
UPA RAN THE
COUNTRY
BETWEEN
2004 AND 2014

drance from the State
Government. Also, there was no
street theatre to mock at the
Union Government and the CBI.
Even after the higher judiciary
passed orders in his favour,
vendetta politics of the Sonia
Gandhi-Manmohan Singh combine continued against Modi.
Chief Ministers like
Banerjee and Arvind Kejriwal,
who indulge in dharna politics,
need to be reminded of
Ambedkar’s advice when he
summed up the debate on the
Constitution in the Constituent
Assembly. He said: “If we wish
to maintain democracy not
merely in form, but also in fact,
what must we do? The first
thing in my judgement we must
do is to hold fast to
Constitutional methods of
achieving our social and economic objectives. It means we
must abandon the bloody methods of revolution. It means we
must abandon the method of
civil disobedience, non-cooperation and satyagraha. When
there was no way left for
Constitutional methods for
achieving economic and social
objectives, there was a great deal
of justification for unconstitutional methods. These methods
are nothing but the grammar of
anarchy and the sooner they are
abandoned, the better for us”.
All political leaders, who
were supporting Banerjee’s dharna the other day need to ponder
over this.
(The writer is Chairman,
Prasar Bharati)
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LETTERS
Welcome move
Sir — In response to a petition
filed by advocate Asim Kumar,
the Allahabad High Court has
banned photography and
videography along bathing ghats
at the Kumbh mela. This is
indeed a commendable judgment and should be applicable
to other places too.
The court has rightly
stopped filming women taking
a dip in the bathing ghats, who
are quite unaware that their act
of faith is being used for purposes of sensationalism. Besides, the
court also sternly warned that
publication of such photographs
and videographs will amount to
action against the printers and
publishers. The question, however, is: How will the court take
action without a pointed law in
place? The Parliament and
Assembly Houses should take up
this issue expediently and bring
a law to this effect. Further,
boards should be put up along
bathing ghats banning photographs and videographs.
Anybody found violating the law
should get stringent punishment.
KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan

TO

THE

EDITOR

No, India does not need a bullet train
re we supposed to travel by train ignoring fractures
in our rail tracks? A few days ago, at least six people died and 24 were injured when nine coaches
of the Delhi-bound Seemanchal Express derailed in
Bihar's Vaishali because of the problem that has resulted from massive wear and tear. And ICF coaches add
insult to injury. The Kakodar Committee on Rail Safety
as well as the Sam Pitroda Committee on Modernisation
of the Indian Railways recommended complete migration from ICF to LHB coaches as the latter can ensure
enhanced passenger safety in case of derailments. At
present, LHB coaches are restricted only to Shatabdi,
Rajdhani, Duronto and other premium trains. It needs
to be extended to all other trains.
The irony is that while the Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train project will cost us `1 lakh crore, existing financial constraints hinder track renewal, total replacement
of coaches from ICF to LHB, modernisation of signalling
systems and building flyovers. Then, why on earth must

A

Equal treatment
Sir — The Supreme Court’s
observation that Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) chief Mayawati may
have to pay back the money
spent on erecting statues and
memorials in Uttar Pradesh was
unfortunate. That it has exemplified how caste prejudice is
deeply embedded in our society,

need for more schools and
hospitals.
G David Milton
Delhi

No lessons learnt

we give priority to bullet trains? Indian railways cannot
afford to undertake such a costly project while compromising on safety standards. When we have a speedier
alternative in air transport, there is no reason why the
railways should compete with airways. They cannot anyway make the bullet ride cheaper than air travel. Bullet
train is indeed a glaring example of misplaced priority
at a time when the basics need an upgrade.
Sujit De
Kolkata

including the judiciary, cannot
be left unsaid. It is quite legitimate to ask: Would the same
rules be applied to other leaders
who built statues of their choice?
When it comes to ‘immortalising’ leaders of considerable
stature, differential treatment,
based on descent is tantamount
to the negation of democracy
and human equality. Either the
erection of statues in commem-

oration of national heroes is
allowed or not allowed. It should
not be done selectively.
When Mayawati built statues of BR Ambedkar and Kanshi
Ram, she was asked whether the
money could not have been
spent on building of schools and
colleges. But when the giant-size
statue of Sardar Vallabhai Patel
was built, nobody raised objections or spared a thought for the

Sir — It is matter of concern that
the number of swine flu cases in
India has been increasing day by
day, particularly in Rajasthan,
Gujarat and Punjab, where the
disease is a yearly phenomenon.
But this time, cases have been
reported from States like Jammu
& Kashmir and Himachal
Pradesh, too, which had no previous history of this disease.
While the Government woke up
too late and has been making
consultations to mitigate the
epidemic, it’s unfortunate that we
do not even have the basic infrastructure to deal with it.
Equally, it’s only the
Government hospitals that have
been carrying much of the burden of the disease. It’s high time
that private hospitals do their bit
in handling virus cases.
Najmul Huda
Mumbai
Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Accept plain truths
about growth
A recent Oxfam report has painted a gloomy
picture about global wealth inequality. The
warning must not be ignored

ABHISHEK
he number of billionaires, owning the same amount of
wealth as the world’s poorest half, fell from 43 in 2017
to 26 in 2018. This is not only because the rich got richer but also because the poor got poorer — the wealth owned
by them fell by 11 per cent, according to the Oxfam Inequality
Report 2019 released recently. As for India, the report said
that the wealth of the top one per cent increased by 39 per
cent; whereas that of the bottom 50 per cent increased by
just three per cent in 2018. This means that in India, even
though the poor are not losing what they had, the gap is
increasing continuously.
Questions are being raised on the methodology used. It
has been argued that the report continues with some of the
false premises of the earlier Oxfam reports and creates a falsified and biased view. Some of the accepted recommendations may do more harm than good to the poor. The argument goes that poverty — which means that someone is incapable of providing for basic necessities — and inequality —
which means difference between the wealth among individuals — are two different issues with the former being the more
serious one. The report priorities inequality and the media
sensation it created may lead to the adoption of policies that
actually slows down growth of the country, which is responsible for the phenomenal poverty reduction in absolute terms
in the recent decades for many countries.
Taking a balanced view, it can be said that some of the
criticisms being raised are very much true and cannot be
ignored as “neo-liberal propaganda.” It has been the lesson
of history that any approach based on the premise of onesize-fits-all approach does not work. Conditions in various
countries are different and while offering advice and formulating policy, a nation-specific approach needs to be taken.
For some nations, inequality may not be a problem as big
as poverty. On the other, for some, measures taken to reduce
inequality may hinder the domestic capital formation, thereby inhibiting the growth rate.
Putting the report aside, questions cannot be ignored. First,
inequality does matter. Even the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) agreed that, for a country, if the Gini co-efficient is higher than .27, it negatively impacts growth. At present, there
are only a few countries with Gini co-efficient less than .27.
This means that for the most of the world, reduction in inequality will result in higher growth and much higher poverty reduction. Second, even though we don’t agree with the numbers
projected by the report, we cannot develop a blind eye to the
practices of exploiting loopholes in tax codes so as to shift
profits to tax havens or avoid corporate taxes. There are
reports of rich people buying citizenship in the countries offering minimal taxes. But scrutiny of their wealth causes an overall damage to their capability as well as the image of the governments of the developed and developing countries alike.
The spirit of neo-liberalism lies neither in crony capitalism, forgery or immoral practices but in competition. The concentration of wealth in a few hands is disastrous not only for
those, who don’t own anything, but for those who hold it.
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay was of the view that,“When a
person gets infatuated with the idea of wealth or is under the
spell of commodities and its level of consumption, he comes
under the dominance of wealth. For that person, wealth no
more remains a means to an end but becomes an end in itself.
A person under this fetishism loses its relevance to his individuality, nation, dharma and spiritual happiness” (Kulkarni,
1991). So, the warning that “rising wealth inequality threatens the social fabric of the nation” and “subverts democracy” must not be ignored.
It is important to understand that wealth of the billionaires rises not because they are working harder but because
they are managing to push the wages at the lower level further down. It is not that they are not paying taxes to the
Government; they are also not paying proper wages to their
employees in general and to the women employees in particular. In many ways, even if unintentionally, the Government
seems to be working for the wealthiest. For example, if tax
exemptions are being given for employment generation, formal and decent jobs are not being created. This may further
damage the poor and create conditions for populism and
authoritarianism.
(The writer is research scholar, Centre for European Studies,
School of International Studies, JNU, New Delhi)
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT
KASHMIR-BASED POLITICIANS CALL KASHMIR AN
INTEGRAL PART OF INDIA WHEN IN POWER AND RAISE
QUESTIONS ABOUT ITS IDENTITY WHEN NOT IN POWER.
—UNION MINISTER

WHAT WORK HAS JITENDRA SINGH DONE? HOLDING A
MINISTERIAL POST AND TALKING IS A DIFFERENT
MATTER. HE SHOULD ALSO HAVE SOMETHING TO SHOW.
—NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEADER

JITENDRA SINGH

FAROOQ ABDULLAH

Yes to reservation, no to women
Even as the Government is hastily drafting the quota Bill for the EWS section,
like most predecessors, it has orphaned the Women’s Reservation Bill

ANUPMA MEHTA
he recent Bill, reserving 10 per cent
quota for the economically weaker
sections (EWS) among the upper
castes has been intensively debated
over its utility, propriety and
Constitutionality but discussions have roundly ignored the group that has once again been
given the short shrift in prioritising the policy of reservation. The obvious reference here
is to the Women’s Reservation Bill or the
Constitution (108th Amendment) Bill of 2008,
which seeks to reserve 33 per cent of the seats
in Parliament and all State legislative
Assemblies for women. Although the Bill was
passed by the Rajya Sabha in 2010, it is still not
a law as the Lok Sabha is yet to ratify it.
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had in its
2014 election manifesto promised to ensure its
passage as part of its commitment towards
women’s empowerment and welfare. In fact, in
a chapter titled, ‘Women — The Nation
Builders’, the BJP’s manifesto had highlighted
the crucial role of women in the development
of society and growth of the nation. It had
claimed that one of its first tasks on assuming
power would be to ensure one-third seats
would be reserved for the women in both
Parliament and Assemblies. This commitment, forgotten through almost the entire
tenure of the Modi Government, has ostensibly lost out to political exigency and the need
to appease a significant section of the electorate
ahead of a ‘do-or-die’ election.
While the jury is still out on the actual benefits of any reservation policy for intended beneficiaries, there is widespread consensus that
an affirmative action to empower women, politically, does yield desirable results. And there
is data to back this belief. With less than 12 per
cent representation in Parliament, as compared
to a corresponding global average of 22.4 per
cent, Indian women trail their counterparts in
many parts of the world.
While Nordic nations lead the way with an
average of 41.5 per cent, as many as 42 countries in the world have 30 per cent or more
women MPs. Among these, Sweden leads the
way with 50 per cent reservation for women.
It is not a mere coincidence that these nations
are symbols of not only economic prosperity
but also progressive social policies. Many others such as Rwanda (30 per cent), Nepal (28 per
cent), Pakistan (20 per cent) and Bangladesh
(13 per cent) have quotas for women in
Parliament. Even sub-Saharan Africa has an
average female representation of 22.6 per cent
in Parliament.
Research published by the United Nations
University World Institute for Development
Economics Research (UNU-WIDER) in May,
2018, found that Assembly constituencies in
India helmed by women representatives show
significantly higher economic growth than
those under men. Based on data for 4,265 State
Assembly constituencies across four election
cycles spanning the period 1992-2012, the
authors of the study found that women legislators in India enhance economic performance in their constituencies by about 1.8 percentage points per year, more than their male

T

counterparts. The study also noted women’s
efficiency in creating vital infrastructure,
especially because they are less likely than men
to succumb to corruption, temptation for selfaggrandisement and criminal tendencies.
These figures are substantiated by another 2017 research study by Guilhem Cassan,
University of Namur, Belgium, and Lore
Vandewalle, The Graduate Institute of
International and Development Studies,
Geneva. Using two data sets collected by the
National Council of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER), the 2005-06 edition of the
Rural Economic and Demographic Survey
(REDS) and the 2011-12 edition of the India
Human Development Survey (IHDS), Cassan
and Vandewalle document gender norms in
variations across castes and how mandated
political reservations for women lead to pathbreaking changes in their lives.
The REDS data from rural India, which
lists respondents’ preferences for public goods
such as water, sanitation, roads and electricity, shows that gender quotas enable women
to rise to the position of president in gram
panchayats — 95.4 per cent of the presidents
in gram panchayats reserved for women
were female. The IHDS data, on the other
hand, provides quantitative evidence of
restricted mobility and stricter gender norms
among high-caste women, underscoring the
need for policy to bring more women into the
political mainstream.
In an Employment Policy Paper of 2017 on
MGNREGA and its impact on women, the ILO,
too, highlighted the gender dynamics of affirmative policies. Using both waves of IHDS data
(2004-05 and 2011-12), it shows that work provisions under MGNREGA have helped shift
social and economic outcomes in favour of
rural women engaged in wage labour, thereby
contributing to transformative equality.
Coming back to the quota Bill for the eco-

IN ITS 2014
ELECTION
MANIFESTO, THE
BJP HAD CLAIMED
THAT ONE OF ITS
FIRST TASKS ON
ASSUMING POWER
WOULD BE TO
ENSURE
ONE-THIRD SEATS
FOR WOMEN IN
BOTH PARLIAMENT
AND ASSEMBLIES.
THIS
COMMITMENT HAS
OSTENSIBLY LOST
OUT TO POLITICAL
EXIGENCY AND
THE NEED TO
APPEASE A
SIGNIFICANT
SECTION OF THE
ELECTORATE

nomically backward upper castes, unlike gender-based findings, there is no substantive evidence that preferential treatment based on
financial status has the desired effects. While
assessing the redistributive effects of affirmative action on poverty in 2010, which they claim
is the first such study, Aimee Chin and Nishith
Prakash of the National Bureau of Economic
Research aver that policies aimed at improving socio-economic outcomes for poor sections
are not only highly controversial but also inconclusive in indicating any real benefits. “It
remains an open question whether affirmative
action policies successfully reduce poverty,”
they concluded.
Significantly, a major roadblock in putting
the new quota into effect on the ground could
be the legal tangle. In the 1992 Indra Sawhney
judgement by the Supreme Court, a majority
(six) of the nine judges on the Bench averred
that economic criteria cannot be exclusively
used for deciding on reservation. The court
consequently barred such reservations based
on poverty alone, arguing that social and educational backwardness should also be addressed
to counter the historic injustice faced by several generations of the country’s population —
here again women literally fit the Bill.
Irrespective of its eventual denouement and
fate on the legal front, it is clear that the hastily drafted quota Bill, which arguably has little
data to support, has the weight of the Modi
Government behind it; whereas the long-pending women’s reservation Bill, which is rooted
in extensive research, remains the orphan that
nobody wants to adopt. Does this indicate
another opportunity lost, both for redemption
of past neglect and for improving the metrics
of performance in a nation riddled with lowperformance outcomes?
(The writer is, Editor at the National
Council of Applied Economic Research. Views
expressed here are personal)

Remembering the ghazal superstar
Despite his limited range, Talat Mahmood represented a generation of singers who have stood for traditions and values of Indian
classical music. They are now fading away unless revived. The golden period of Hindi film music needs to be preserved

KK PAUL
s a singing star, the matchless
KL Saigal was at the pinnacle
of his career in 1944 when a
relatively unknown, handsome
young boy, who was just 20 years old,
took the country by storm. Talat
Mahmood was picked up by HMV
from Lucknow, brought to Calcutta
and was given a break through a
non-film ghazal disc, Tasveer Teri Dil
Mera Behla Na Sakegi. This sensational debut disc was an instant hit
and remains so for connoisseurs till
date, even after over 60 years.
Mahmood was never a challenger to Saigal as both had a different style of singing altogether. But
after the untimely demise of Saigal
in 1947, one can say that Mahmood
emerged as a worthy successor to
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him. If it was Saigal who popularised
the ghazals in the thirties and forties,
took them to the common man and
virtually resurrected Ghalib — the
fifties belonged to Talat Mahmood.
After independence, the focus of
the Hindi film industry shifted from
Calcutta (now Kolkata) to Bombay
(now Mumbai). Mahmood, who
used to sing in Bangla just as as Tapan
Kumar, also shifted to Bombay in
1949. His voice having already preceded him, he did not face the difficulty of establishing himself. But one
always needed a mentor in the film
industry. Anil Biswas, the doyen of
Hindi film music, having realised the
rare qualities of vibrato in Mahmood’s
voice, took him under his wings and
perfected his style for ghazals, giving
him the necessary poise and balance.
His first big banner was Shahid
Latif and Ismat Chughtai’s Arzoo
(1950), where he sang for Dilip
Kumar ‘Ae Dil Mujhe Aisi Jagah Le
Chal...’ The film was based on Emily
Bronte’s classic, Wuthering Heights
with Kamini Kaushal in the lead.
Though real life stories of the lead

pair’s romance were also a contributory factor to the success of the film,
what one remembers till today is
Mahmood’s soulful rendering and
the way inner feelings of the screen
persona had been brought out.
Tarana of 1951 was yet another
musical hit by Anil Biswas that featured Dilip Kumar and Madhubala
together for the first time.
Mahmood’s ghazal, ‘Seene Mein
Sulagte Hain Armaan’ became an
instant hit. Giving one hit song
after another, Mahmood’s dream
run continued as the voice of Dilip
Kumar, for whom he sang in Shikast
(1951), Daag (1952), ‘Ae mere dil
kahin aur chal’ and ‘Shame gham ki
kasam aaj….’ in Footpath (1953) and
‘Ye hawa yeh raat ye chandni’ in
Sangdil (1952).
Those days, Dilip Kumar was
known as the tragedy king and
Mahmood was able to capture sensitivity and portrayed the melancholy
in his moods to perfection. The
crowning glory was Devdas (1955),
where he sang for Dilip Kumar two
very difficult compositions, ‘Mitwa

Lagi Re Yeh Kaisi...’ and the almost
soliloquy-like ‘Kis Ko Khabar Thi’...
In both, he was able to bring out the
essence of longing, helplessness,
loneliness and frustration as never
before. Mahmood’s success story
also had a confutation.
The then top music director,
Naushad, brought him to sing for
Dilip Kumar ‘Mera jeevan saathi
bichhad gaya’ in Babul (1951) but
despite his memorable rendition, he
broke off with him on a trivial issue.
It was only in 1968, after a gap of 17
years, that Naushad called Mahmood
to sing once again for Dilip Kumar
in Aadmi (1968).
Mahmood’s absence offered an
opportunity to Mohammed Rafi. This
period saw the consolidation of the
Naushad-Mohammad Rafi relationship, with Mahmood going out of
Baiju Bawra (1952). But he continued
to dominate the early 50s as Rafi was
yet to establish himself fully. Even the
duo, Shankar Jaikishan, who had a different style, used him for Dev Anand
in Patita (1953) for the memorable
song, ‘Hain Sab Se Madhur Woh Geet...’

A few years later, Mahmood was again
virtually resurrected by them through
the film, Roop Ki Rani Choron Ka Raja
(1993), where he sang for Dev Anand,
‘Tum To Dil Ke Taar Chhed Kar...’
An immensely talented singer,
with dashing good looks, Mahmood
had a huge fan following, particularly amongst the fairer sex. He tried his
hand at acting, too, as after Saigal,
there was no first rate singer-actor. He
did try to fill the gap but could not succeed. Out of the 17 films he acted in,
noted among them were Aaram
(1951) with Dev Anand and
Madhubala, Ek Gaon Ki Kahani
(1957) with Mala Sinha, Sone Ki
Chidiya (1958) and Waaris (1969).
Mahmood’s vocal charisma was
such that he, at times, gave a complex
to others but himself remained a scene
stealer. Taxi driver (1954) is remembered more for his song, ‘Jayen To
Jayen Kahan...’ than any other
sequence or song memories of Sujata.
The 1959 Bimal Roy classic may
have receded but for the song on telephone — ‘Jalte Hein Jiske Liye..’. One
may have entirely forgotten about Sone

Ki Chidiya but Mahmood serenading
and imploring Nutan in a boat singing,
‘Pyaar Par Bas To Nahin Hai...’ penned
by Sahir Ludhianvi remains evergreen.
Known by several epithets, the
ghazal king, the velvet voice, the
silken touch, Talat Mahmood, a fine
gentleman, exuded ‘Lucknawi nazakat’
from every pore. His unique style
remains unmatched till date. We have
had clones of great singers like
Mohammed Rafi and Kishore Kumar
but none has even tried coming anywhere near Mahmood.
Despite his limited range,
Mahmood represented a generation of
singers, who have stood for traditions
and values of Indian classical music.
They are now fading away and may be
forgotten entirely, unless revived. The
golden period of Hindi film music is
a part of our cultural heritage and
surely needs to be preserved and cherished. Let us attempt to do that on the
95th birth anniversary of Mahmood
on February 24.
(The writer is a retired Delhi Police
Commissioner and former Governor of
Meghalaya and Uttarakhand)

FOREIGN EYE

NIGERIANS
DESERVE BETTER
Nigeria’s 84 million voters
will go to the polls next
weekend to give their
verdict on Muhammadu
Buhari. The country is
Africa’s most populous,
and by some measures
has the largest economy
on the continent. The
people deserve a fair and
safe election and results
that are respected by all
parties. Every effort
should be made to
support that process.
(The Guardian editorial)
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Cong betraying nation: Goyal
Interim Budget
passed amid
walkout by
Congress
PNS n NEW DELHI

ccusing the Congress of
betraying the nation by
A
opposing Government policies for the poor and farmers,
Finance Minister Piyush Goyal
on Monday said the people will
never forgive it. While replying
to the debate on Interim
Budget in Lok Sabha, Goyal
said that the Modi Government
had taken a lot of initiatives in
the past four-and-half years for
the benefit of poor, farmers and
middle class and the 2019-20
Interim Budget was a continuation of that.
The Interim Budget was
later passed by Lok Sabha by
voice vote, amid walk-out by
the Congress, NCP and CPI-M.
Referring to the PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi under which
small farmers will be provided
Rs 6,000 financial assistance

every year, Goyal said that
those living in palaces will
never understand the importance of `2,000 every four
months and hence they “belittle” the scheme.
“This Government has
changed the working style followed by the Congress. We are
moving towards an honest system,” he said, adding the
Government will take harsh
steps against fake companies
but will do everything to protect the honest ones.
Attacking the Government
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Congress leader
Veerappa Moily said every data
on government’s claims are
“fudging” in statistics. If the
GDP is growing at 7.5 per cent,
“can it be without creating
jobs,” he said, adding according
to latest NSSO estimate, the
country’s unemployment stood
at a 45-year high. There is a
“job crisis”, which they are not
prepared to accept, Moily said.
Citing various data, Moily
alleged that the government has
significantly reduced the budget for different programmes
including for welfare of farm-

ers and women. “Now Rafael
will fail and Rahul will win,” he
said, alleging the ruling government has no respect for
Parliament and Constitution.
“After demonetisation, `2
lakh crore worth of GDP was
lost, industrial output and
MSMEs suffered and now the
government will pay for the sin
committed against poor
people…40 per cent of
Mudra funds are lying
idle, Mudra loans are leading
to rising NPAs. In five years of
this Government, NPAs have
risen from `2 lakh crore to `12
lakh crore. If you give then
another five years, then the
public sector banks will be
wiped out or liquidated,” said
Moily.

Biju Janata Dal MP
Bhartruhari Mahtab on alleged
that the Government has
“restrained” the Standing
Committee on Finance chairman from sharing with the
panel members three reports
on black money.
He said the Finance
Ministry has also refused to
make them public under Right
to Information (RTI) citing
breach of privilege of the
House. Pointing to Veerappa
Moily (Cong), who is the chairman of Standing Committee on
Finance, Mehatab said even
Moily has been restrained from
sharing information with the
members of the committee
and questioned the motive
behind it.
Lauding the government’s
performance on the economic
front, Union Minister Jayant
Sinha said tax to GDP ratio
rose and the fear of “tax terrorism” was gone during its
tenure. After demonetisation,
the tax compliance increased
during 2017-18, the Minister of
State in the Civil Aviation
Ministry said while intervening
during the debate.

Naidu expresses concern
over climate change
All nations must
cooperate,
collaborate: V-P
PNS n NEW DELHI

ice President M Venkaiah
Naidu Monday called upon
V
all nations to collaborate and
cooperate in an unparalleled
manner to ensure sustainable
development even as he
expressed concern over the
impact of climate change on
developing countries. Naidu
was speaking at the inauguration of the three-day World
Sustainable Development
Summit 2019 here.
“The immediate impact of
climate change was felt more by
developing countries because of
higher dependence on climatic
variables, especially when it
comes to agriculture, and their
limited capacities to adapt, he
said.
Naidu said climate change
and global warming threaten
lives and livelihoods of billions

and upsets the delicate balance
of nature. It is in its recognition
that India is trying its best to
include the paradigm of sustainability and environmental
conservation in all its development endeavours,” he said.
Sharing the opinion of the
vice president, Union Minister
Harsh Vardhan said the issue of
climate change was among the
biggest challenges which needs
to be addressed collectively.
“Climate change and environmental problems are
amongst the biggest challenges
today. It goes without saying that
these issues need to be
addressed collectively by all of
us before it is too late,” Vardhan,
the Union Minister for environment, forests and climate
change, said at the summit

organised by The Energy and
Resources Institute (TERI).
The
Ministry
of
Environment also collaborated
with TERI to set up a resource
efficiency cell at the event.
Speaking about the collaboration, the Minister said,
“Anticipating increased demand
for raw materials in the future,
it is vital to institute the best in
resource efficiency as an effort
toward decoupling economic
growth and human wellbeing
from ever-increasing consumption of natural resources.”
“The cell will enable interministerial and inter-departmental synergy in promoting
material resource efficiency in
India while helping frame the
blueprint of the integrated
resource efficiency policy for
India,” he said.
The Vice-President, in his
key address at the event, emphasised on the importance of sustainable agriculture as a part of
sustainable development and
said more efficient systems of
irrigation with “more crop per
drop” mantra should be used.

Dera Baba Nanak land check post Horse trading issue in LS: Gowda junks allegations
designated as immigration centre
PNS n NEW DELHI

PNS n NEW DELHI

nion Home Ministry on
Monday designated Dera
U
Baba Nanak land post in
Punjab’s Gurdaspur district,
which will be the exit and
entr y point for visiting
Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara in
Pakistan, as an authorised
immigration checkpoint. In a
notification, the Home
Ministry said anyone with valid
travel documents can exit or
enter through the post.
“In pursuance of sub-rule
(b) of rule 3 of the Passport
(Entry into India) Rules, 1950,
the Central Government hereby designates Dera Baba Nanak
Land Check Post of District

Gurdaspur, Punjab State as an
authorised Immigration Check
Post for entry into/exit from
India with valid travel documents for all classes of passengers,” the notification stated.
Kartarpur is located in

Shakargarh in Narowal district of Pakistan’s Punjab. Guru
Nanak Dev, the founder of
Sikhism, had spent more than
18 years of his life there. The
Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara is
located on the banks of the
Ravi river, about three-four
km from the border in
Pakistan.
The much-awaited corridor will connect the Kartarpur
Gurdwara with Dera Baba
Nanak shrine in India’s
Gurdaspur district and facilitate visa-free movement of
Indian Sikh pilgrims, who will
have to just obtain a permit to
visit Kartarpur Sahib, which
was established in 1522 by
Guru Nanak Dev.

he alleged horse trading in
the JD(S)-Congress-led
T
Karnataka figured in the Lok
Sabha on Monday as the
Congress cited a purported
audio clip of BS Yeddyurappa to
accuse the BJP of trying to lure
ruling coalition MLAs, a charge
rejected by Union Minister and
senior BJP leader Sadananda
Gowda who claimed that there
were differences within the State
Government and “fake activities’
were enacted to save Chief
Minister’s chair.
The issue derailed the Lok
Sabha proceedings from the
word go and the Question Hour
was adjourned for about 50
minutes due to Congress and
JD(S) protests over alleged

horse trading in Karnataka.
TDP members also joined
them demanding “justice” for
Andhra Pradesh.
As the house resumed
the issue of alleged horse
trading in Karnataka was
brought up by the Congress citing a purported audio clip of BS
Yeddyurappa to accuse the BJP
of trying to lure ruling coalition
MLAs, a refuted by Sadananda
Gowda.
Congress members, including Sonia Gandhi, staged a
walkout from the House over
the issue but returned a few minutes later. Congress leader in the
House
Mallikarjun
Kharge levelled allegations of
horse trading against the
BJP leadership and also mentioned Yeddyurappa’s purport-

Zakia Jafri seeks
hearing after polls on
PRESERVATION OF THE CULTURAL AND IDENTITY plea against clean chit
tained that “however, no formal to Modi, SC agrees
communication has been

Dard Aryans tribe awaits J&K Govt response
ARCHANA JYOTI n NEW DELHI

ell aware of the demands
to preserve the cultural
W
and identity of the rare Dard
Aryans tribe—believed to be
the original descendants of
‘pure Aryan race’— from the
Jammu & Kashmir’s lower
Ladakh region, the Union
Tribal Ministry which has
already received representations just recently from the
community still awaits for a formal communication from the
Jammu
&
Kashmir
Government to act on the issue.
The Tribal Ministry’s nonchalant attitude comes even as
the Union Culture Ministry has
already shared with it the concerns of the artists from the
Dard Aryans community who
at an event held here had
expressed apprehensions that
modernisation, migration, and
religious conversion, etc threaten their existence.
What’s worst, the tribe is
considered “threatened” due to
their depleting numbers,
which, at present, is around
4,000.

However, the Tribal
Ministry has preferred to wait
for the State Government to
initiate step in this direction .
Said Jaswantsinh Bhabhor,
Minister of State for Tribal
Affairs in a written reply in
Rajya Sabha, recently that,
“Dard Aryan’ is not among the
list of notified Schedule Tribes.
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs
has not formally received any
charter of demands from the
concerned State Government
for seeking financial help for
preservation of cultural heritage of ‘Dard Aryans.”
However, he admitted that

a delegation of artists from the
community had presented a
charter of demands regarding
preservation of their culture
and other grievances to the
Minister of State of Tribal
Affairs.
While maintaining that “as
informed by the Ministry of
Culture, during the Seminar on
Dard Aryans at IGNCA from
16-21 January, 2019, artists
from Dard Aryan Community
raised the issues that due to
modernization, migration, and
religious conversion, etc., their
traditions and culture are at
threat,” the Minister main-

received by MoTA from the
concerned State in this regard.”
To showcase their culture,
the Indira Gandhi National
Centre for Arts (IGNCA) had
organised Dard Aryan Festival
(Aryan Utsav) last month.
Virendra Bangroo, an INGCA
scholar and curator of the
exhibition showcasing their
culture and coordinator of the
Arya Utsav too felt that the
community was being ignored.
“So far, the Government has
not been able to do anything
for this community. Its policies
and programmes are yet to
reach them. Not many people
in the country know about this
rich colorful legacy, which
today stand threatened.”
On its behalf, the IGNCA
has also taken up various initiatives to preserve cultural
heritage of the Dard Aryans
including assistance in setting
up a few museums in Leh,
Laddakh, Kargil, etc., with the
help of local community.

PTI n NEW DELHI

ed audio clip in which he is
allegedly seeking to win over an
MLA of the ruling CongressJD(S) coalition in the state.
Kharge, an MP from the
state, claimed that there are references that the Speaker of the
state assembly and even a judge
“could be managed”.
BJP members from the state,
including Sadananda Gowda,
objected to Kharge’s remarks.
Former prime minister and
JD(S) leader HD Deve Gowda
said that “things like ‘Operation
Kamala’ should not happen in
the country”.
‘Operation Kamala’ is a reference to BJP allegedly winning
over MLAs from rival parties.
Refuting the allegations,
Minister for Statistics Sadananda
Gowda said there is already

infighting between the Congress
and the JD(S) in Karnataka and
that both parties are doing “fake
activities”.
Gowda claimed that the
two parties were doing such
things to save the chair of H D
Kumaraswamy.
“All things uttered (here)...
Are false and far from truth,”
Gowda said. Briefly , Congress
members trooped into the Well
displaying placards with the
message ‘Operation Kamala.
Death of Democracy’ written on
some of them.
TDP members were also in
the Well as they sought to
raise issues related to
Andhra Pradesh. Despite repeated requests from Speaker
Sumitra Mahajan, they
remained in the Well.

PANEL FOR PROMOTION
OF MAITHILI LANGUAGE

New Delhi: The HRD Ministry
constituted Committee for the
Promotion and Protection of
Maithili Language and its scripts
has submitted its report to the
Ministry in which it has made
several recommendations for
promotion and protection of
Maithili language. The report was
examined in the Ministry and it
has been decided to take
immediate action on some of the
recommendations of the
committee including establish a
Script and Manuscript Centre at
Darbhanga , early completion of
the work pertaining to Unicode
Scripts of Mithilakshar by
Technology Development of
Indian Languages and prepare
audio-visual teaching materials
for teaching the Mithilakshar.
UNANI MEDICINE HAS RIGHT
SOLUTION FOR HEALTH ISSUES
New Delhi: Unani Medicine can
offer right solution for many
health challenges the people are
facing due to lack of treatment of
many diseases and paucity of
resources, Dr. Najma Heptulla,
Manipur Governor said on
Monday after inaugurating the
two-day conference on Unani
medicine organised by the Central
Council for Research in Unani
Medicine (CCRUM) as a part of
3rd Unani Day celebration here.

EX-CHIEF OF RAILWAY
BOARD LAUNCHES BOOK
New Delhi: Former Chairman of

Railway Board Ashwani Lohani
launched the book titled Being
Good authored by Dr Nanditesh
Nailay. The book has four
chapters — The Neo-powerful,
Money at the top, Designation
the next and Also, Human
values. Lohani said being good
should have been a normal
thing, but perhaps keeping in
mind the contemporary social
norms the author is compelled
to write on the subject.

Priyanka joins Twitter, 1 lakh
people follow within hours
DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n
NEW DELHI

akia Jafri, wife of slain
n what could be a pointer to
MP Ehsan Jafri, told the Ithe popularity of the
Z
Supreme Court Monday that newly appointed general secreher plea challenging SIT’s
clean chit to Narendra Modi, the
then Chief Minister of
Gujarat, in the 2002 postGodhra riots be heard after the
Lok Sabha polls.
There is “no urgency in the
matter” and it can be heard in
July after the general election,
she told the top court.
A bench of Justices AM
Khanwilkar and Ajay Rastogi
considered the submission for
deferment by senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, appearing for Jafri
and listed the matter for hearing
in July.
“At the request of senior
advocate Kapil Sibal, for the petitioners, hearing is deferred. List
on a non-miscellaneous day in
July, 2019, as requested,” the
bench said.

INSHORT

tary of Congress Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, the twitterati
followed her on the Twitter in
frenzy with the follower base
touching nearly one lakh within hours of her joining the social
media platform on Monday
morning.
Priyanka joined Twitter at
around 10 AM on Monday and
by late evening she had
clocked a followers’ base of over
95,000.
Priyanka went on to follow
seven Congress leaders including her brother and party chief
Rahul Gandhi, Ahmed Patel,
Sachin Pilot, Jyotiradtiya
SCindia, Congress chief
spokesman Randeep Surjewala
and twityter handle of All India
Congress.
“Smt Priyanka Gandhi

Vadra is now on Twitter. You
may follow her at @priyankagandhi,” a tweet from the
Congress’ official Twitter handle
said. Interestingly till late in the
evening she didn’t post even a
tweet.
In comparison, Rahul
Gandhi who joined the
microblogging
site
in
April 2015 now follows 206
twitterati while being followed
by 8.4 million. The twitter
handle of Congress which exists
since February 2013 has 4.8 followers.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, however, still
tops the list of Indians with 45.4
million followers on his Twitter
handle since January 2009 who
himself follows 2125 twitterati

till date.
Priyanka, 47, was also the
favorite for media on Monday
too with round the clock of the
Roadshow coverage in Lucknow
along with Rahul and her counterpart for Western UP
Jyotiraditya Scindia.
Besides her husband Robert
Vadra too went on to say
Priyanka was a “perfect wife”
and “the best mother” to their
children and now the time had
come to hand her to the people
of India.
“There is a very vindictive
and
vicious
political
atmosphere... But I know, it’s her
duty to serve the people and now
we hand her to the people of
India. Please keep her safe,”
said Vadra in a social media
post. Vadra is under a probe by
the Enforcement Directorate
and was questioned for
three consecutive days last week
in connection with a probe into
allegations of money laundering
to purchase assets abroad.

BJP should be run with party workers’ contribution: Shah

Robert Vadra, his mother to be quizzed

Asks for contribution
of `1000 from two
workers from each
booth

PNS n NEW DELHI

ongress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi’s husC
band Robert Vadra and his

PNS n NEW DELHI

dvocating that BJP should
be run with the contribuA
tions of the party workers and
not by money bags, builders
and contractors, party president Amit Shah on Monday
asked two party workers from
each booth to contribute
`1000. However, he went on to
say that this kind of funding
alone would not be suffice in
the current scenario.
Addressing a party event
‘Samarpan Divas’ marking the
51st death anniversary of its ideologue Deen Dayal Upadhyay
, Shah said the BJP should take
up the responsibility of guiding
other parties on the path of probity. Two workers from each
booth in the country should
contribute `1,000 through the
NaMo app, he said.
“BJP workers should
say with pride that we run
this party from our money and
no industrialist, contractor,

BIKANER LAND SCAM

BJP president Amit Shah addresses during the ‘Samarpan Diwas’ to commemorate the death anniversary of Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya in New Delhi on Monday
PTI

money bag or builder can run
it,” Shah said.
He, however, added that as
party president he cannot say
the BJP can fund all its organisational and election expenses from its workers’ contributions. “This is not possible
today,” he said.
“If means are not pure,
then our goals cannot be

attained in a good way. If the
party has to be kept pure... If
the party starts running from
the money of money bags,
builders, contractors, those
with black money, then it will
malign our means to realise
our goals,” he said.
There should be a public
discussion on how election
expenses can be brought down

and how to bring probity in
poll funding, he said, expressing confidence that such an
exercise will begin under the
BJP’s leadership.
The Modi government, he
asserted, has taken steps to
clamp down on the influence
of black money in politics by
limiting cash donations to
`2,000, said the BJP leader.

mother will be quizzed by the
Enforcement Directorate at the
agency’s Jaipur office in connection with a money laundering probe relating to the
Bikaner land scam.
Last week, Vadra was questioned thrice in connection
with a separate money laundering case relating to illegal
assets abroad.
Vadra with his mother
Maureen are likely to appear
before the ED at about 10 AM
at the agency’s zonal office in
Jaipur on Tuesday. The duo
reached Jaipur on Monday.
Earlier, the Rajasthan High
Court had asked Vadra and his
mother to cooperate with the
agency after they approached
the court seeking directions
that no coercive action is taken
against them by the agency.
The Investigating Officer
(IO) of the case will record the
statement of Vadra and his
mother under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

Businessman Robert Vadra arrives to appear before the Enforcement Directorate
officials on Tuesday
PTI

The agency has grilled
Vadra last week for nearly 24
hours over three sessions in the
national capital in the illegal
assets case.
In the Bikaner land scam
case, the ED had summoned
Vadra thrice but he failed to
appear and later approached
the Rajasthan High Court
which directed him to cooperate with the probe.
The agency had registered
a criminal case under provisions of PMLA in connection
with the land deal in 2015, taking cognisance of a clutch of

FIRs and chargesheets filed by
the Rajasthan police after the
tehsildar of Bikaner complained about alleged forgery in
the allotment of land in the district, considered sensitive due
to its proximity to the Indo-Pak
border. However, Vadra’s name
does not appear in the ED FIR
which mentioned some
Rajasthan government officials
and the “land mafia”.
The ED is likely to grill
Vadra about the operations of
a firm -- Skylight Hospitality
Pvt Limited -- allegedly linked
to him, which had purchased

land in the area. The is also
expected to confront Vadra
with the statements of those
said to be linked to him,
sources said.
In the past, the ED had also
raided the premises of people
linked to Vadra including
Mahesh Nagar who is connected to Skylight Hospitality.
In December 2017, the ED had
arrested Ashok Kumar, a close
associate of Nagar, and another person, Jaiprakash Bagarwa.
The agency had searched the
premises of both Kumar and
Nagar in April 2017.
Nagar was the “authorised
representative” of Skylight
Hospitality in four cases of land
purchase in Bikaner. Kumar, on
the other hand, had purchased
land in the same area, using the
“power of attorney” of others.
The ED probe in the case
is related to the purchase of a
land measuring 275 bigha
allegedly by the company
linked to Vadra in Bikaner’s
Kolayat area a few years ago.
Vadra had earlier denied
any wrongdoing in connection
with the case and the Congress
claiming political vendetta for
the probe.
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MarriedBliss
Do you think you could lead a happy
married life? The answer is in your
genes. A possible genetic combinations of the oxytocin receptor gene
influenced how spouses support one
another, which is a key determinant
of overall marital quality

DOCYARD
DR JAIDEEP GOGTAY
Global Chief Medical Officer
CIPLA, PENINSULA BUSINESS PARK,
LOWER PAREL WEST, MUMBAI

The alternate route
T

ith new innovations like Nobel Award
recognised cancer therapies, artificial panW
creas, IoMT (Internet of Medical Things), ICT

Migraine is a headache
disease that causes severe
pain in half part of your
head. This problem is threetimes higher in women compared to men.
Ginger and Jaggery
Powder : Mix hundred
grams of jaggery in 200 gm
of ginger powder and make
small pills. You should take
these pills every day. Take
three-four pills every morning and evening.
Basil: Take ten fresh
leaves of Holy basil and
mash them well on a clean
surface. With clean hands,
squeeze the mashed leaves
and take 4 drops in each nostril. This will provide good
relief in migraine pain.
Coriander Tea: Boil one
teaspoon coriander seeds
for 10 minutes and add one
teaspoon sugar and drink it.
It is beneficial in both
migraine and normal
headache.

(Information and Communication technology)
breakthroughs, and drug manufacturing advancements, 2018 has created new foundations to build
a better healthcare ecosystem in future. The legacy will continue in 2019 with value-based care
supported by artificial intelligence, big data science, blockchains, and medical R&Ds. Some of
the innovations that will create new benchmarks
in the healthcare industry in 2019 are:
Electronic Health Records (EHRs)
The deployment of ICT (Information and
Communication Technology) and a series of
cloud-based networks have brought almost
every area of the globe in one interconnected network, especially benefitting the healthcare penetration across geographies despite all odds.
Telemedicine is tapping more people across the
globe with EHRs. These cloud-based and
blockchain based EHRs have enhanced the efficiency of remote patient monitoring, resolved
infrastructure concerns and balanced the doctorpopulation disparity across the world. Australia
is the first nation to avail EHRs for all in 2018.
The trend will be followed by many other developed and developing nations including India in
2019. These medical records will be accessed by
doctors for more effective treatment of patients.
Precision Medicine
EHRs have not just facilitated healthcare for
the larger population but have also brought alive
the concept of precision medicine. This next stage
of telemedicine will allow doctors to prescribe
treatments based on their complete medical history and genetic understanding. Instead of
experimenting with different drugs and drug
dosages to monitor and cure diseases (both CDs
and NCDs), doctors can analyse the patient's
symptoms, vitals, immunity level, and medicine
response with help of EHRs and AI based medical analysis tools to prescribe targeted medicine.
In 2019, Precision Medicine will have greater roles
in the treatment of NCDs (Non-Communicable
Diseases) and hereditary diseases like cancer, diabetes, cardiac issues, and others.
Gene Therapy
Gene editing tools like CRISPR (Clustered,
Short Palindromic Repeats, Regularly
Interspaced), and other gene makeup technologies, which introduce curative genes through viral
vectors for treatment have been successfully developing throughout 2017 and 2018. The year 2019
will be marked with widespread implementation
of these gene therapies to cure numerous diseases
in different stages of human life— from embryos
to matures.
Healthcare Cybersecurity
The development of ICT in healthcare came
along with the threats of cybersecurity, which is
a burgeoning issue across the globe. Healthcare
industry is more likely to face intrusion attacks
in the coming year as well. Hence, cybersecurity has become as important as the implementation of EHRs and healthcare access. With better
IT fortification and new security measures,
2019 will see enormous growth in Telehealth and
E-medicine.
AI-powered Equipment and Wearables
With greater investment and collaborative
R&Ds, the healthcare sector will become the
largest industry for AI based activities. Apart from
AI enabled health monitors, the cloud-based connection of wearables and smart sensors are also
playing a crucial role in health diagnosis and
recording vitals. The SaaS/PaaS (Software as a service/ Platform as a service) based digital healthcare models will realise the dream of quality
healthcare for everyone across the world in 2019.

The writer is Director of Jiva
Ayurveda and Ayurvedacharya.

The writer is Chairman-Managing Director, Vinoba Bhave
Research Institute

FOR COUGH AND COLD

ozy woolens, hot tea and sun baskingare undoubtedly a
welcome change for everyone. This is not true for a child
suffering from asthma, for whom the cold winters mean
frequent attacks and severe breathing difficulties. A chronic respiratory disease affecting 14 per cent of children round the globe,
asthma is often associated with worsening of symptoms during
cold winter months.
During winter months, rates of hospitalisation in children
on account of asthma go up by many notches. In asthma, due
to swelling in the lining of the airways which leads to narrowing of the airways and sticky mucus or phlegm build-up that
blocks the airways, breathing is difficult and forced. During winters, the cold air causes airways to tighten further, making it even
more difficult to breath.
Contrary to common perception, asthma, a reversible
obstructive lung disease, caused by increased reaction of the airways to various stimuli is not an 'old man's disease'. Asthma is
one of the most common chronic disorders in childhood, currently affecting about 7.1 million children under 18 years.
Cold weather is a major trigger for asthma symptoms. People
with asthma say that cold air is a trigger for their symptoms and
90 per cent reckon that having a cold or flu makes their asthma
considerably worse.
The key signs are coughing more than usual, getting short
of breath, wheezing, feeling a tightness in your chest and having difficulty speaking in full sentences.
Hospital admissions for
asthma traditionally peak durAsthma is one of ing periods of particularly cold
the most common weather. This can be due to
breathing cold air into the lungs,
chronic disorders which can in turn trigger asthin childhood, ma, as well as picking up colds
flu.
currently affecting and People
whose asthma is well
about 7.1 million controlled are more likely to be
to withstand the risks of
children under 18 able
winter months. You can help
years keep your asthma under control
by making sure you have a regular asthma review with your
doctor.
It is important for parents to understand that with the right
treatment and medications, asthma symptoms related to cold winters can be controlled and managed to a large extent.
Unfortunately, parents and caregivers are most often misinformed when they seek asthma treatment for their child.
Knowledge about asthma, causes and its treatment options often
perplexes patients and their families, say experts. It is therefore
imperative for healthcare practitioners to educate parents and
caregivers about early disease acceptance and importance of effective treatment modalities with minimal side-effects and fast action
like inhaled corticosteroids, in other words inhalation therapy.
Inhalation therapy involves an inhaler pump to administer
medication directly in the airway passage. The term 'steroids' often
worries parents leading them away from the use of inhalers for
their child. But in reality, the steroid used in asthma medication
is a copy of steroids which are produced by our body naturally
as a defense mechanism against inflammation. These are completely safe for children as well as pregnant women. Moreover,
inhalation therapy's clinical efficiency for asthma has been proved
by many studies.
Inflammation of the airways requires only a small quantity
of the drug. When administered orally or through intestine,
almost 200 times of the required medication is administered as
only a fraction reaches the lungs. With inhalers, the medication
reaches the airway passage directly and hence only a the required
amount is inhaled in the body.
So, with such a simple solution available at hand, it's time
to let your little one live free with inhalation therapy and enjoy
winters to the fullest, without giving in to asthma.

C

WARMFOODS

S

AFFRON: Saffron is a small, bulbous, perennial spice, a
member of the lily family. Saffron is a stimulant tonic and
very effective to treat cold and fever; saffron mixed in milk and
applied over the forehead quickly relieves cold.
Saffron or Kesar has been hailed as the source of beauty and
health since times immemorial. When consumed with milk it
increases body's resistance and when mixed with cream and applied
on face it makes skin clean, spotless and radiant. In winters it can
be boiled with raisins, milk and
almonds and taken daily
before going to sleep.
Saffron contains a
dark orange, water
soluble carotene
called crocin, which is
responsible for much
of saffron's golden color.
Crocin has been found to
trigger apoptosis (programmed
cell death) in a number of different
types of human cancer cells, leukemia, ovarian carcinoma,
colon adenocarcinoma, and soft tissue sarcoma. It is also useful
in the treatment of age related mental impairment.

ASHUTOSH
TIWARI talks
about the latest
innovations in the
healthcare sector
and their benefits

DR PARTAP CHAUHAN shares how Ayurveda can cure common
ailments for which people pop pills
imes are changing and people all around
the world are turning to Ayurveda for more
than just treatment for their ailments.
Human body is prone to several infections and
ailments anytime as we live in a world which has
polluted atmosphere and increased bacterial
spread levels. It is quite common that each one
of us periodically or frequently gets infected with
one or other bacteria or virus; thus falling sick.
Here are a few common ailments that can be
cured with the help of Ayurveda.

Let your kids
breathe easy

TECH SHOWS
T H E WAY

Garlic to the rescue: It has antimicrobial properties that make it a valuable ally
to fight cold and cough. Gently crush five
cloves of peeled garlic and fry lightly in a teaspoon of ghee. Eat this while still warm for
relief from a cough and cold.
Turmeric remedies: A traditional solution is to drink lukewarm milk with turmeric. For a dry cough, mixing a teaspoon of
honey with a teaspoon of turmeric for about
three to four times a day can prove to be
effective.
Sleep with your head elevated: When
mucus drips from the back of the nose into
the throat, it results in a cough, which gets
worse at night when the body posture is
favorable for such dripping. Sleeping with the
head at a higher position helps reduce such
drainage and helps reduce coughing at
night and improves sleep.
Gargle regularly: Gargling with salt
water can help drain excess fluids from the
inflamed areas and reduce the pain associated with cough. Gargling also removes irritants and mucus from the throat.

FOR CHOLESTEROL

From an Ayurvedic point of view, hypercholesterolemia (high cholesterol) indicates
weak digestive fire at the tissue level.
Impaired digestion at the tissue level produces excess waste products or
toxins (ama) which then
block the channels in the
body.
Mix one teaspoon of
Indian gooseberry powder (amla) in a glass of
warm water. Drink it
daily in the morning on
an empty stomach.
Take three parts
ground turmeric, six
parts ground cumin, six

FOR HYPERACIDITY

FOR SINUSITIS

Known as Pinas in Ayurveda, sinusitis is a
condition in which the sinuses are blocked with
mucus and become inflamed. Ayurvedic treatment of sinusitis involves liquefying and expelling
aggravated body energies with the use of certain
Ayurvedic herbs and diet as well as nasal therapies and applications. The Panchakarma treatment
of Nasya is quite effective in dealing with sinusitis.
Boil one to two liters of water and add a few
drops of clove oil (or a large spoonful of cloves),
ten-12 crushed mint leaves, and a few drops of
eucalyptus oil (or 1/3 cup of eucalyptus leaves).
Inhale the steam for ten-15 minutes.
Crush four-five peeled garlic buds and inhale
the fragrance. This will reduce nasal
congestion.
Have one teaspoon
of fresh ginger juice
with 1 teaspoon of
honey in it twice
a day.

According to Ayurveda, hyperacidity is caused due to an
aggravation of pitta dosha (heat element) in the body. Ayurveda
recommends that you change your diet accordingly.
Mix together equal parts of powdered fennel (saunf), licorice
root (mulethi), basil (tulsi) leaves, and coriander (dhania) seeds.
Have ½ teaspoon of this mixture with ½ teaspoon of powdered
rock candy (mishri) 15 minutes before lunch and dinner.
Add one teaspoon of cumin (jeera) seeds in two liters of water
and boil them for three-five minutes. Strain the solution and drink
it. Take this treatment several days consecutively.
Drink 100-500 ml of tender coconut water twice a day for relief
from hyperacidity.

FOR ALLERGIES

Allergies are an overreaction of the
body’s immune system to specific substances that it misidentifies as harmful.
This overreaction of the body’s immune
system is known as an allergic reaction
and the substances that cause it are called
allergens.
Take 200 ml carrot juice, or a combination of
carrot juice with beet and cucumber juices. In the case
of mixed juices, 50 ml each of beet and cucumber juices should be
mixed with 100 ml of carrot juice to prepare 200 ml of mixed juice.
Squeeze half a lime in a glass of lukewarm water and sweeten it
with a teaspoon of honey. Take it once daily first thing in the morning for several months. It not only flushes the system of toxins but
also acts as an anti-allergic agent.
Take five drops of castor oil in half a cup of any fruit or vegetable
juice, or plain water on an empty stomach in the morning.

DadiKaKehna

N

FOR MIGRAINE

STUDYCENTRE
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Everyone experiences
stomachache at one point or
another which may be due to
heartburn, indigestion, infection
and overeating.
ROSHANI DEVI shares home
remedies to soothe the pain woes
ext time you have a
stomachache, instead of
reaching for a bottle of
pills, try natural and holistic
remedies to cure it.
Every household has ginger. Yes, this underground stem
is a cure for many problems
including a stomachache. Grate
an inch of ginger and extract its
juice. Apply this on the
aching tummy and
massage in circular motion to
get relief from
the pain. One
can also drink
a glass of warm
water
with
crushed mint
leaves and ground
ginger root to bring
instant relief.
It may sound strange but
this is water we give to babies
when they have an upset
tummy. Drink the left over rice

parts ground coriander, six parts ground fennel, two parts ground fenugreek, one part dried
ginger powder and one part ground black pepper. Combine the spices and store in a
sealed container.
When preparing your meal, sauté a
teaspoon of spices in a small amount
of ghee or olive oil. Combine
with vegetables.
Boil few leaves of
mint with water. Add
some honey and pepper
powder. Drink lukewarm
two-three times a day.
Maintaining regular food timings and taking
dinner early in the evening is
also useful.

water to get rid of upper stomach pain. When you boil rice in
water, it releases compounds
that can accumulate inside
your stomach which reduces
the pain. It is extremely beneficial when you have diarrhoea. Add some
honey
for
flavour.
Coconut water contains high levels of
potassium and magnesium. These help
to reduce pain and
muscle spasms.
Sip on up to two
glasses of coconut
water every 4–6
hours could ease upset
stomach symptoms.
If you have a mild
stomach pain, mix a teaspoon
of baking soda in 120 ml of
warm water and drink it. The
stomachache will soon vanish.

bout 2 to 3 million deaths from
diseases like pneumonia, diarrhoea, measles, and diphtheria are
averted annually due to vaccinations.
They are universally recognised as
among the most cost-effective
public health interventions.
They are an established
harm reduction strategy.
Although the overall
prevalence of complete
vaccine refusal is <2%,
the same may lead to preventable diseases in an individual. There is thus a need to
create awareness about the importance
of this method in the country.
The first-ever conference on harm
reduction organised focused on vaccination. It discussed how the aim should be
to eradicate a disease and if not, then
reduce the burden in the society.
Withholding vaccines from a child or an

A

SLIMLINE

atients with Type 2 Diabetes should be
prescribed physical activity to control
their blood sugar and improve heart
health, recommends a position paper from
the European Association of Preventive
Cardiology. Symptoms of Type 2 Diabetes
include increased thirst and hunger, frequent
urination, weight loss, fatigue, and skin
darkening in certain areas.
The paper provides practical
recommendations for doctors on how to

P

adult because of a hypothetical risk
places them at risk for real infection that
may have real sequelae.
Mission Indradhanush, depicting
seven colours of the rainbow, targets to
immunise all children against
seven vaccine preventable diseases — Diphtheria, Pertussis,
Tetanus, Childhood
Tuberculosis, Polio, Hepatitis
B and Measles. In addition to
this, vaccines for Japanese
Encephalitis and Hemophilus
influenzae type B are also being
provided in selected States. There
are also vaccinations for adults.
n WHO has listed vaccine hesitancy
as one of the 10 threats to global health
in 2019. Vaccine hesitancy should be
addressed on priority at every level.
n Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine protects from HPV infection, a
major cause of cervical cancer.

motivate patients to incorporate physical
activity into their daily routine, set achievable
goals to meet them.
Increasing cardio-respiratory fitness
(CRF) and glycemic control are key clinical
targets of exercise training programmes in
patients with Type 2 Diabetes with cardiac
co-morbidities, the paper recommends. It
adds that patients should be evaluated for
CRF to classify them according to their risk
and optimal exercise prescription.

ccording to ‘convincing evidence”
from a study commissioned by the World
Health Organisation, consuming fibre and whole grains can reduce
health risks from non-communicable diseases (NCDs) such as heart disease. The
paper published in The Lancet indicates that
eating fibre-rich foods reduces the incidence
of coronary heart disease, stroke, Type 2
Diabetes and colorectal cancer by 16 per
cent to 24 per cent. A higher fibre intake
is also associated with lower bodyweight,
systolic blood pressure and total cholesterol
when compared with lower intake.
The recommended daily allowance, or
RDA, of the ICMR for fibre is 25g/day. A
healthy diet is one in which about half is
made up fruits and vegetables (45 per cent
to 50 per cent) and a fourth is cereal and
millets (rice/wheat/millets).
Tips from Heart Care Foundation of
India
Enjoy your food by eating slowly.
Fill half your plate with fruit and vegetables.
Avoid oversized portions.
At least half of your grains should be
whole grains.
Limit consumption of food high in
trans fats and sugar.
Choose healthy fats. Use fat-free or lowfat milk and/or dairy products.
Drink plenty of water. Avoid sugary
drinks.
Avoid foods that have high sodium levels in it.
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NCLAT allows 22 IL&FS
companies to pay debt
PTI n NEW DELHI

he National Company Law
Appellate
Tribunal
T
(NCLAT) on Monday allowed
22 companies of crisis-hit
IL&FS group, which were classified in green category based
on their financial health, to service their debt obligations.
Besides, a two-member
bench headed by Justice S J
Mukhopadhaya approved
appointment of former
Supreme Court judge Justice D
K Jain to supervise resolution
process of crisis-hit IL&FS and
its group companies.
The appellate tribunal also
lifted moratorium and allowed
133 IL&FS firms incorporated
outside India to continue with
the resolution process.
“We allow the boards (of
the green companies) to permit
them to service debt obligations
as per schedule,” said NCLAT.
The NCLAT’s direction
came during the hearing over
government’s plan for the resolution of IL&FS group companies.
IL&FS group companies
are classified into three groups
— Green, Amber and Red,
based on their respective financial positions.
The companies falling
under green categories will
continue to meet their payment

obligation. While, the companies which can not meet their
obligations but can meet only
operational payment obligations to senior secured financial creditors are classified as
the amber category.
And in the red category are
those entities which can not
meet their payment obligations towards even senior
secured financial creditors.
In an affidavit filed before
the NCLAT, the Government
informed former Supreme
Court judge Justice D K Jain
has agreed to supervise the resolution process of the IL&FS
group companies.
As per the terms and agreement, Justice Jain will get a
monthly remuneration of `10
lakh per month and `2.5 lakh per
sitting, besides other expenses,
which would be paid by IL&FS.
During the hearing, Solicitor
General of India Tushar Mehta
appearing for the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs submitted a list
of 302 subsidiaries of IL&FS,
which are jointly controlled entities, group companies and associates forming part of IL&FS
group companies.
Out of 302 companies, 169
companies are incorporated in
India and the remaining 133 are
incorporated outside India, he
added. He further informed the
NCLAT that out of 169 domestic

NIFTY 50
SCRIP
OPEN
NIFTY 50
10,930.90
IOC
133.9
TATASTEEL
475
CIPLA
538.7
TATAMOTORS 150.15
ZEEL
399
INDUSINDBK 1,502.90
POWERGRID
179.6
MARUTI
7,150.00
ITC
275.8
HCLTECH
1,068.10
HDFCBANK
2,113.30
HINDPETRO
230.3
TECHM
809
HEROMOTOCO 2,915.00
WIPRO
370.9
HDFC
1,943.90
COALINDIA
217.7
TCS
2,060.00
TITAN
1,059.00
JSWSTEEL
264
KOTAKBANK 1,296.00
INFY
766.9
IBULHSGFIN
605.8
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,850.00
HINDUNILVR 1,811.05
GRASIM
710.3
INFRATEL
326
ASIANPAINT 1,447.90
BHARTIARTL
315
ADANIPORTS
332.95
NTPC
131.95
SUNPHARMA
432.25
AXISBANK
719.9
EICHERMOT 20,434.00
UPL
812
BPCL
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ICICIBANK
354.6
YESBANK
175.1
LT
1,259.00
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6,184.00
BAJFINANCE 2,724.70
VEDL
153.7
RELIANCE
1,275.90
SBIN
285.95
GAIL
334.3
ULTRACEMCO 3,565.60
HINDALCO
204.9
ONGC
143.25
M&M
669.4
DRREDDY
2,660.10

HIgh
LOW
LTP CHANGE
10,930.90 10,857.10 10,888.80
-54.8
137.55
130.6
137
3.2
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460.3
479.75
11
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535.85
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153.25
145.85
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2.3
404.9
392.8
404.35
5.55
1,518.00 1,482.00 1,516.30
17.25
183.2
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2
7,209.95 7,051.10 7,198.65
64.4
278.2
268.45
277.8
2.3
1,084.00 1,063.00 1,077.00
8.55
2,142.90 2,113.30 2,139.00
16.35
233.5
224.8
231.75
1.4
813.9
804
809.3
3.75
2,915.95 2,804.55 2,897.05
13.2
377.4
369.7
374
1.3
1,959.00 1,935.60 1,951.25
6.6
220.35
214.15
219.3
0.65
2,096.00 2,048.90 2,065.60
4.2
1,063.50 1,045.20 1,055.10
1.85
266
256.6
263.3
0.45
1,315.00 1,294.00 1,301.35
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804
-8.2
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204.9
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645.2
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-32.1
2,707.95 2,559.35 2,615.00
-154.7

NIFTY NEXT 50
SCRIP
NIFTY NEXT 50
SUNTV
GODREJCP
CONCOR
IDEA
PGHH
OFSS
BHEL
CADILAHC
BANDHANBNK
AUROPHARMA
NMDC
BRITANNIA
SAIL
SIEMENS
HINDZINC
PETRONET
MARICO
OIL
DABUR
COLPAL
BOSCHLTD
DLF
BANKBARODA
NIACL
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SRTRANSFIN
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LUPIN
BIOCON
SHREECEM
MRF
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HAVELLS
LICHSGFIN
PIDILITIND
L&TFH
HDFCLIFE
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ICICIGI
ABCAPITAL
BEL
PEL
MCDOWELL-N
ASHOKLEY
ICICIPRULI
GICRE
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26,486.25
550
686.4
516
30.7
10,005.00
3,740.00
61.2
322.5
466
764
93.7
3,120.00
44.8
1,025.50
249
223.35
365.15
170.8
451
1,284.00
18,880.00
164.8
104.7
170.2
1,190.00
1,087.00
23
821.5
654.9
16,100.00
56,450.00
576
1,470.00
1,262.00
1,396.00
133
741
458.4
1,150.00
129
365.8
213.3
867
82
79.85
2,175.75
542.35
86.8
314
230.2

HIgh
26,508.05
576.7
703
522.4
32
10,200.00
3,849.00
63.25
326.25
468
770
95.1
3,132.30
45.35
1,040.00
252.25
226.7
366.85
171.7
452.5
1,297.00
18,975.00
165.95
104.85
172.95
1,199.10
1,087.00
23.95
829.75
655
16,190.00
56,900.00
579.1
1,471.50
1,262.00
1,399.45
140.9
743.25
462.6
1,161.90
129
366.35
213.7
887
82.3
79.9
2,191.00
542.45
86.8
314
231.55

LOW
26,134.50
535.3
675.2
508.1
29.6
9,975.00
3,719.60
61
320
451.5
749.2
92.75
3,055.30
44.05
991
245.75
223
358.85
168.5
441.8
1,271.50
18,614.00
161.1
102.9
169
1,164.00
1,050.10
22.5
808
641.15
15,825.10
54,725.00
561.05
1,441.10
1,221.00
1,364.40
130.5
718.1
445.05
1,117.25
123.8
351.25
206.8
850.75
79
75.9
2,088.00
522.2
82.6
296.05
213.6

LTP CHANGE
26,240.00
-296.6
574
53
702
18.5
519.1
9.15
31
0.45
10,130.00
125.55
3,773.00
41.1
62.7
0.45
324
1.85
467
2.25
764.65
3.5
94.1
0.4
3,119.90
9.9
44.95
0.1
1,030.65
-0.15
249.1
-0.15
225
-0.25
364.3
-0.45
170.5
-0.3
451
-0.95
1,286.10
-4.9
18,848.00
-72.3
164
-0.75
104.35
-0.55
171
-1.05
1,186.15
-8.95
1,061.00
-10.6
23.3
-0.25
820
-10.75
645.1
-9.2
15,920.05 -272.75
55,435.00 -1,016.35
567
-10.55
1,449.80
-27.7
1,231.00
-24.15
1,368.00
-27.45
132.6
-2.7
727
-16.3
447
-10.5
1,123.35
-26.75
125.8
-3.05
356
-9.05
207
-6.25
856
-25.95
79.15
-2.45
76.9
-3.1
2,120.95
-86.5
530.3
-21.65
83.3
-3.75
297.65
-15.95
215
-16.65

companies, classification process
under Green, Amber and Red categories has been completed for 69
firms as on February 9, 2019.
Out of 69, the Government
has marked 22 companies
under Green, 10 in Amber and
rest 38 in Red category.
Mehta sought permission
from the appellate tribunal to
allow the ‘Green entities’ to service their debt obligations as
per scheduled repayment, to
which the NCLAT agreed.
However, over Amber and
Red category, the appellate tribunal said that it would pass
any order after hearing them in
next hearing on March 12.
“We want to know from the
government and IL&FS as how
they intend to resolve all entities particularly in ‘amber’ and
‘red’ group entities. Whether
they would form a Committee
of Creditor as normally done in
the company insolvency resolution process,” said the tribunal.
It also said that moratorium against them “can not continue for an indefinite period”.
During the hearing, senior
lenders such as Indusind Bank,
L&T Finance and Aditya Birla
& Capital Fund opposed the
government’s plea to make the
Amber and Red companies to
make payment necessary only
to maintain and preserve their
going concern status.

Par panel summons
Twitter head on Feb 25
PTI n NEW DELHI

he Parliamentary panel on
Information Technology
T
has summoned the head of
microblogging site Twitter to
appear before it on February
25, the committee’s chairman
Anurag Thakur said on
Monday. Committee members
took a serious note about the
Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey not
appearing before it on Monday.
While representatives from
Twitter’s India office reached
the meeting venue here, they
were not called in for deliberations by the panel, according
to sources.
The panel decided to call
Twitter officials against the
backdrop of growing concerns about safeguarding citizens’ data privacy and possibility that social media could
be used to interfere in elections. Ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections, the Government has
been warning social media
platforms of strong action if
any attempt was made to influence the country’s electoral
process through undesirable
means.
On Saturday, Twitter in a
statement had cited “short
notice of the hearing” for its
CEO Dorsey not being able to
attend the Monday meeting.
The committee’s chairman
and BJP MP Thakur Monday
said Twitter head and other
representatives have been

“summoned” to appear before
the panel on February 25.
There was no immediate
comment from Twitter.
The panel was scheduled to
hear the views of the representatives of Ministry of
Electronics and IT and Twitter
on ‘Safeguarding citizens rights
on social/ online news media
platforms’.
Senior officials from the IT
ministry were present at the
meeting here on Monday.
Earlier scheduled for
February 7, the meeting was
postponed to Monday to give
more time to Twitter CEO and
other senior officials to make
themselves available, sources
said last week.
On Monday, sources said
the panel would be meeting
next on February 26. The heads
of social media platforms like
Facebook might also be asked
to appear before it on February
26 but a final call is yet to be
taken, they added.
Facing heat over allegations
of political bias in the country,
Twitter last week said it was
committed to remain unbiased and that its product as well
as policies are never based on
political ideology.
The Government has been
taking a strong view of misuse
of social media platforms and
is also proposing to amend IT
rules to curb fake news and
increase accountability of such
apps.

Bankrupt RCom
arm to build a
fintech centre in
Navi Mumbai
PTI n MUMBAI

ankrupt
Reliance
Communications
on
B
Monday said it will develop a
132-acre land parcel on the outskirts of the city as a fintech
centre. The 132-acre land parcel called Dhirubhai Ambani
Knowledge City (DAKC) in the
satellite city of Navi Mumbai
used to serve as a corporate
nerve centre for the company,
which filed for insolvency earlier this month.
In the past, chairman Anil
Ambani had claimed that the plot
had a development potential of
`25,000 crore.
In a statement Monday, the
company said its wholly-owned
subsidiary Reliance Realty will be
developing what it claimed as
Maharashtra’s first ‘smart fintech
centre’.
It has received the go-ahead
from the Maharashtra Industrial
Development Corporation and
the Department of Information
Technology to develop the land
under the State’s fintech policy,
the statement said.
As per the fintech policy, the
plot
will
have
total
saleable/leasable area of over 30
million square feet, it said, claiming that the space available is
double the size of the Bandra
Kurla Complex business district
in the island city.

Govt to table CAG
report on Rafale
deal in Parliament
PTI n NEW DELHI

he Government is scheduled to table the CAG
T
report on Rafale jet fighter
deal, which has generated a
massive political controversy, in
Parliament on Tuesday, sources
said.
The Government’s decision to buy 36 Rafale fighter jets
from French company Dassault
has become a controversial
political issue, with the main
opposition party Congress levelling allegations of corruption
and impropriety, and the ruling dispensation defending the
move.
The CAG report will be
tabled on Tuesday, a day before
the end of the present Lok
Sabha session. This is the last
session of the 16th Lok Sabha
as the general elections are due
in April-May.
Former Minister and
senior Congress leader Kapil
Sibal on Sunday alleged conflict
of interest and asked the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) Rajiv Mehrishi
to recuse himself from auditing
the deal as he was the finance
secretary when the deal was
negotiated.
Union Minister Arun

Jaitley, however, rebutted the
claims of Sibal saying that the
Congress was casting aspersions on the institution of CAG
based on “falsehood”.
“Another attack on the
institution of CAG by the
‘Institution wreckers’ based on
falsehood. After ten years in
Government former UPA ministers still don’t know that
Finance Secretary is only a designation given to the senior
most secretary in the Finance
Ministry,” Jaitley said a series of
tweets Sunday.
Sibal said Mehrishi was
the finance secretary from
October 24, 2014 to August 30,
2015 and in between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi went
to Paris on April 10, 2015 and
announced the signing of the
Rafale deal.
“...Finance Ministry plays
an important role in these
negotiations...Now it is clear
that the Rafale deal happened
under Rajiv Mehrishi. Now he
is CAG. We met him twice on
September 19 and October 4,
2018. We told him about the
scam. We told him that the deal
should be probed because it is
corrupt. But how can he initiate a probe against himself,”
Sibal had said.

BSE 500
Script
Open
High
Low
LTP
BAJFINANCE
2,725.00 2,725.00 2,630.50 2,652.50
TATASTEEL
472.65
485.8
460.5
480.4
HDFCBANK
2,123.00 2,140.00 2,114.00 2,137.35
ICICIBANK
355
355
348.6
349.3
YESBANK
175.75
176.5
170.1 172.75
IBULHSGFIN
604.9
607.55
576.35 598.25
LT
1,260.00 1,260.10 1,220.95 1,245.95
NTPC
132
133.45
128.55 132.05
RELCAPITAL
133.25
138
129.6
134.9
RELIANCE
1,277.00 1,277.00 1,251.00 1,253.45
RELINFRA
122.55
127.8
114 115.55
SUNTV
547.4
578.3
536 574.55
TATAMOTORS
150.5
153.1
145.8 152.45
BAJAJHLDNG
3,138.80 3,150.00 3,086.60 3,120.45
DRREDDY
2,670.00 2,704.70 2,555.55 2,616.95
LICHSGFIN
451
462.5
444
446.3
DHFL
110.8
111
102.7 104.95
M&M
676.65
676.65
644.15 646.75
APOLLOHOSP
1,290.00 1,295.00 1,092.00 1,124.95
MARUTI
7,140.00 7,219.45 7,053.10 7,185.05
SUNPHARMA
434
434
421
428.2
AXISBANK
720.85
720.9
706 710.35
PCJEWELLER
75.05
75.05
67.75
68.75
EICHERMOT
20,400.00 21,473.35 20,238.45 20,674.70
INFY
760
768.65
757.55
761.6
VEDL
154
155.05
147.05
152.1
KOTAKBANK
1,300.00 1,314.00 1,295.00 1,304.70
BHARATFIN
935
945.55
928.95 940.35
MOTHERSUMI
134.4
140.8
130.45 132.75
LAURUSLABS
345
345
325
334.5
ADANIPORTS
332
338
319
328.8
ITC
278.3
278.3
268.5 277.45
SBIN
286
286
279
279.8
TCS
2,062.00 2,093.45 2,051.05 2,065.55
JETAIRWAYS
225
228
212.35
214.6
JINDALSTEL
129.9
131.2
124.4 128.55
SPICEJET
78.65
82.95
77
80.3
EMAMILTD
386.8
386.8
338 366.25
IOC
133.8
136.2
130.7
135.1
ASHOKLEY
87.05
87.05
82.3
82.95
RPOWER
11.9
11.9
10.75
11
BATAINDIA
1,191.10 1,205.60 1,177.30 1,186.65
PFC
100.7
102.25
98.15
99.75
TECHM
805.1
813.25
803.65 808.75
BLISSGVS
151
158
144.2 147.95
GRAPHITE
484
487.5
436
436
JUBLFOOD
1,350.00 1,352.60 1,303.00 1,318.75
BALKRISIND
750
814
741.1
807.6
IPCALAB
727.85
746.15
724.85 730.05
HINDALCO
205.8
205.8
195.65 199.35
ZEEL
402.85
406
393
402.5
NATIONALUM
57
58.05
53.4
54.05
NESTLEIND
11,278.00 11,300.00 10,792.00 10,820.25
HDFC
1,944.00 1,958.40 1,936.75 1,948.00
HEG
2,381.00 2,381.00 2,190.00 2,211.10
AUROPHARMA
764
770.35
749.5
762.6
BAJAJ-AUTO
2,850.00 2,868.85 2,819.00 2,852.00
HEROMOTOCO 2,927.65 2,927.65 2,805.15 2,883.05
BERGEPAINT
309.95
310
298.55
299.8
L&TFH
128.85
128.85
123.8
125.6
IDFCFIRSTB
UJJIVAN
LUPIN
ONGC
PNB
BEML
ESCORTS
MINDTREE
EVEREADY
JSWSTEEL
ASIANPAINT
DISHTV
LTTS
CIPLA
INDIACEM
ULTRACEMCO
COALINDIA
JSLHISAR
TATAGLOBAL
PEL
IBVENTURES
RAYMOND
HINDUNILVR
STAR
TATAPOWER
MFSL
VIPIND
AJANTPHARM
BANKINDIA
DLF
BANKBARODA
INDUSINDBK
ADANIPOWER
SAIL
IDEA
INDIGO
UPL
BRITANNIA
GRASIM
HCLTECH
BAJAJFINSV
JISLJALEQS
BEL
RBLBANK
WIPRO
BHEL
WOCKPHARMA

44.5
265.9
821
143.75
71.85
789.7
647.2
884.2
207
263.95
1,450.00
29.65
1,559.50
538
79
3,557.50
218.4
79.7
185.7
2,202.00
306.8
690
1,818.00
418
68.1
395.6
489.1
945
87
167
106.45
1,499.95
35.7
44.8
30.95
1,183.00
815
3,112.00
713.45
1,070.05
6,208.85
55.2
80
571.95
372.4
62
415

45.15
267
828.25
143.75
71.85
792
654.5
921.95
211.45
266
1,456.15
30.35
1,560.40
545
79.85
3,557.50
220.45
87
186.25
2,202.00
306.8
694.9
1,818.00
418.25
68.55
396.5
489.1
1,010.00
87
167
106.45
1,512.50
36.15
45.35
31.9
1,195.00
815.75
3,130.70
724
1,081.05
6,225.20
55.2
80
575
377
63.1
415

43.4
253.4
808.8
137.85
70.4
761.15
627.25
884.2
200.65
256.8
1,427.00
29.1
1,506.70
536
76.05
3,434.65
214.4
79.7
177.5
2,090.00
260.75
669.05
1,797.00
398.05
65.4
371
445.6
930
84.15
161.05
102.95
1,483.00
33.4
44.1
29.65
1,164.00
802.1
3,057.00
704.55
1,063.00
6,075.00
51.95
75.95
560.15
370
60.9
399.9

44.9
258.5
819.2
139
70.95
784
636.8
917.5
208.5
261.15
1,437.95
29.6
1,533.20
543.5
77.2
3,449.15
218.75
81.6
179.75
2,121.25
273.55
688.8
1,805.35
402.5
65.7
378.4
458.4
1,000.80
84.8
163.7
103.9
1,506.85
34.6
44.8
31
1,185.60
806.1
3,113.40
716.75
1,076.05
6,098.95
54.1
76.8
564.6
372.5
62.6
407.6

TITAN
1,059.60 1,060.15 1,045.10 1,055.85
MEGH
48.5
56.9
47.6
55.55
STRTECH
229
233
214.3 220.15
HINDPETRO
230
233.35
224.9
231.5
WHIRLPOOL
1,425.50 1,481.55 1,393.20 1,407.40
DBL
335
359.95
331.35 354.45
IGL
285
292.15
270
273.9
BHARTIARTL
316.9
316.9
311.3 313.05
BPCL
332
337
328.4
334.2
NCC
78.3
79.7
77.05
79
IDBI
43.45
44.4
41.7
43.05
MRF
56,998.50 56,998.50 54,800.00 55,353.75
MANAPPURAM
105
105
100.85 101.55
RECLTD
120
120.45
116.6
119.1
THERMAX
1,087.70 1,125.10 1,040.40 1,058.05
SPARC
145.8
154.7
144.2 151.85
CENTURYTEX
756
756
730.75 737.25
UNIONBANK
73
73.6
71.45
72.15
KAJARIACER
528.9
534.2
500.8
505.3
RCOM
5.8
5.84
5.21
5.34
JUSTDIAL
481.3
481.3
463.45 467.85
PVR
1,510.10 1,521.00 1,453.40 1,494.80
ITI
96.05
99.85
94.55
95.65
SIEMENS
1,026.90 1,036.80
991.85 1,025.00
HAVELLS
739
742.95
718.6
724.5
CANBK
228.2
229.35
223.85 225.55
M&MFIN
399
399
385.2 388.85
ACC
1,399.00 1,399.00 1,366.00 1,369.10
BANDHANBNK
469
469
451.55
464.1
WESTLIFE
360.1
375
353
363.5
DIVISLAB
1,656.00 1,685.85 1,626.00 1,635.85
TVSMOTOR
492
492.05
480 487.95
GNFC
319.05
320.5
306
308.2
NIITTECH
1,300.00 1,330.30 1,300.00 1,322.50
TATAMTRDVR
79.9
81.75
78.75
81.35
DMART
1,473.00 1,473.00 1,441.05 1,449.20
OMAXE
212.65
212.65
211.1
211.7
ORIENTBANK
86.4
86.5
84
85.45
AMARAJABAT
736.05
756.8
728.1 739.65
JPASSOCIAT
5.23
5.28
4.89
5.12
INFRATEL
329.9
329.9
320.15 322.75
INDIANB
213.8
213.8
202.2
206
RAJESHEXPO
570.55
578.5
570
572.3
FEDERALBNK
84.3
84.4
81.8
83.45
DELTACORP
224.4
225.8
218 224.25
MGL
929.45
938.05
909.3 916.85
MUTHOOTFIN
518.85
519
500.85
505

VOLTAS
GAIL
SRTRANSFIN
CUMMINSIND
BIOCON
PAGEIND
BOMDYEING
NBCC
INFIBEAM
CEATLTD
PFIZER
ENGINERSIN
SUNTECK
DABUR
SRF
PIDILITIND
UBL
VINATIORGA
CADILAHC
HDFCLIFE
TATAELXSI
HEXAWARE
REPCOHOME
SUZLON
EDELWEISS
IDFC
ALBK
IBREALEST
GLENMARK
TTKPRESTIG
FORCEMOT
POWERGRID
ICICIPRULI
CGPOWER
ABB
OFSS
LTI
TORNTPOWER
GMRINFRA
APOLLOTYRE

532.2
535
520.3 526.15
336.9
337
324.45 329.05
1,062.20 1,076.75 1,050.00 1,054.90
743.3
743.3
718
727.7
654.65
654.7
641.55
644
23,650.00 23,978.45 23,310.45 23,682.05
108.95
110.95
100.8 102.85
54.55
55.1
52.8
53.3
33.5
33.85
32.25
32.5
1,130.00 1,130.00 1,077.80 1,090.00
3,018.65 3,025.10 2,944.00 2,961.10
111
111.6
106.3
109.2
347.8
350.55
334.9
347.1
452.65
452.65
442.2 448.55
2,215.00 2,226.00 2,157.60 2,206.60
1,152.15 1,155.80 1,118.50 1,127.75
1,381.35 1,397.00 1,357.10 1,378.15
1,629.30 1,673.30 1,629.30 1,635.90
321.9
326.1
320.1
324.2
366
366
351.4
356.6
920
920
889.7 905.05
356.75
358.2
350 354.25
376.45
377.2
355
362.7
3.71
3.78
3.25
3.45
138.1
138.25
133.65
134.8
38.45
38.55
36.9
37.3
40.5
41.25
39.05
39.95
65.7
67.5
64.55
65.85
614.55
623.5
599 603.35
7,787.20 7,827.05 7,698.00 7,797.55
1,377.80 1,384.00 1,350.00 1,362.80
180.45
183
177.95
182.2
312.5
313
296.05 297.55
36.9
36.9
33.35
34.3
1,255.05 1,260.40 1,224.05 1,230.35
3,733.25 3,847.00 3,733.25 3,787.10
1,837.65 1,841.30 1,778.30 1,787.60
240.05
243.7
234.6
235.6
14.8
14.9
14.05
14.7
204
204.8
200 201.75

IRB
128.9
128.9
121.5 125.55
COLPAL
1,290.95 1,313.00 1,272.50 1,285.55
VENKYS
2,255.95 2,255.95 2,129.00 2,138.50
CYIENT
598
603
581.8
587.8
TATACHEM
593.05
597
580
583.9
SHARDACROP
322.05
342
315.1 337.55
EXIDEIND
211
211.55
205.1
208.7
RADICO
432.55
432.6
416.35 418.35
GODREJCP
685
703
676.05
697.7
MANPASAND
85.1
89.4
81.25
84.85
NHPC
23.05
23.9
22.6
23.45
GODREJIND
491
498.45
483 490.45
KTKBANK
118
118
113.4 113.75
NMDC
94.9
95.05
92.75
94.25
EQUITAS
112.9
113.1
109.35
112.4
FLFL
432.35
438.75
432.15 433.65
GRUH
245
246
236.65
245.7
TEAMLEASE
2,766.15 2,820.00 2,651.10 2,793.90
SWANENERGY
98.3
98.5
94.4
96.2
AVANTI
332.1
343.15
331.35
336.1
ABCAPITAL
81.8
82.2
79.05
79.2
PETRONET
224
226.5
222.85
224.5
CHOLAFIN
1,213.20 1,231.75 1,198.80 1,203.70
WABCOINDIA
6,185.00 6,249.00 6,086.40 6,196.40
PRSMJOHNSN
74.9
74.9
68
70.35
PHILIPCARB
159
160.6
153.6
154.8
BOSCHLTD
18,933.55 18,951.00 18,639.10 18,774.55
INDHOTEL
136.2
138.65
135 135.45
HFCL
22.2
22.25
21.3
21.6
CANFINHOME
248.7
248.7
234.65
239.8
SOUTHBANK
13.49
13.62
13.12
13.48
KRBL
335
335
317.25 323.65
LINDEINDIA
430
442.6
424.6 433.25
MPHASIS
1,016.70 1,023.55
987.2
995.6
AMBUJACEM
214.1
214.1
206
208
GODFRYPHLP
931
931
906.6 911.95
CENTRALBK
29
29
28.25
28.7
BHARATFORG
486
486
473 478.55
SREINFRA
23.9
24.2
22.3
23.55
TVSSRICHAK
2,317.00 2,365.00 2,251.05 2,336.40
JAICORPLTD
90.7
91
87.9
88.5
BBTC
1,191.45 1,199.00 1,176.00 1,178.45
IBULISL
229.25
232.65
218
221.1
WELCORP
102
102
95.05
95.5
ASTRAZEN
1,825.10 1,885.00 1,810.55 1,836.45
GSFC
91
91.95
89.35
90.4
ISGEC
5,220.00 5,220.00 4,865.00 4,899.50
RAIN
108.9
109.4
99 100.15
PNBHOUSING
969.3
969.35
912.2
950.9
RAMCOCEM
609.25
609.25
592 598.85
FSL
45.45
45.6
42.9
43.2
CASTROLIND
150.5
150.5
145.35
146.2
MARICO
364.7
365.9
358.6
362.5
BAJAJELEC
484.8
484.9
471.05
479.3
KSCL
558.7
558.7
529.8 537.15
DCBBANK
178.5
178.5
175.8
176.8
CONCOR
512
522
508 520.85
ABBOTINDIA
8,008.75 8,008.75 7,650.00 7,712.80
GODREJAGRO
487.6
489
483.5 483.95
RCF
56.3
56.3
54.6
54.8
MERCK
3,290.00 3,374.15 3,243.65 3,276.45
SYNDIBANK
33.15
33.2
31.8
32.55
NAUKRI
1,798.00 1,798.00 1,679.00 1,708.45
MCX
693.1
693.1
681.8 686.85
ABFRL
212.35
212.35
209.5 211.15
DEEPAKNI
227.15
227.15
218.7
223.2
JUBILANT
760.85
760.95
742.05 751.85
VGUARD
195.45
195.45
189.1
193
WABAG
276.25
277.5
261
273.3
HINDZINC
247.05
252.15
246.25 249.15
TORNTPHARM 1,792.45 1,805.10 1,776.00 1,798.65
HUDCO
39.8
39.8
38.7
38.85
3MINDIA
21,350.00 21,795.00 21,314.05 21,657.00
FRETAIL
427.7
427.7
415.3
422.3
NAVINFLUOR
602
605
592.05 598.85
CHENNPETRO
220
221.65
213.15
217.2
TV18BRDCST
31.75
32.5
31.6
32.35
AARTIIND
1,551.00 1,578.85 1,531.25 1,536.70
MAHINDCIE
235
236.1
227.3
229.2
TATAINVEST
832.05
842.8
812.95 839.65
MMTC
24.45
24.9
23.85
24
DEEPAKFERT
117.15
118
112.9 117.55
FCONSUMER
42.15
43.6
42
43.25
NOCIL
127.65
128
121.5 123.35
LAKSHVILAS
60
60
57.95
58.9
JMFINANCIL
80.45
81
75
75.4
JAMNAAUTO
54
54
50.5
51.1
HSCL
112.65
113.6
109.95 112.05
HINDCOPPER
44
44.45
43
43.45
SBILIFE
575
577.1
561.5
567.5
GREAVESCOT
121.05
122.9
120 122.35
SHREECEM
16,614.00 16,614.00 15,835.00 15,971.30
TATACOMM
485
485
475 481.65
SJVN
25.5
26.35
25.5
25.55
TRIDENT
62
62.15
60.7
61.4
NATCOPHARM*
699.8
699.8
670 671.65
SONATSOFTW
333.55
335.9
323.2
326
GUJGAS
123
128.1
123 124.95
OIL
171.3
171.6
168.55
170.6
ICICIGI
870
884
850.1
857.6
ASTRAL
1,105.95 1,169.00 1,101.75 1,138.70
QUESS
642.25
653.2
629.5
640.4
GUJALKALI
490
490
480
482.1
RNAM
163.6
168.75
152.5
154.5
MINDAIND
285.2
285.2
256.3 262.75
GODREJPROP
755.5
755.5
728.8 736.45
MRPL
65.3
65.3
63.2
64.05
KEI
359.8
359.8
340.2 345.25
GRANULES
88
88
84.35
87.1

SUVEN
RALLIS
PERSISTENT*
ENDURANCE
JINDALSAW
UFLEX
MAHABANK
OBEROIRLTY
THYROCARE
COCHINSHIP
VBL
EIDPARRY
ADANITRANS
FORTIS
MOTILALOFS
J&KBANK
PARAGMILK
SCHAEFFLER
TATAMETALI
GHCL
JKTYRE
BAJAJCON
LALPATHLAB
PTC
ATUL
SHANKARA
GESHIP
CHAMBLFERT
TAKE
KEC
GICRE
JSL
PGHH
JKLAKSHMI
DCMSHRIRAM
SUNCLAYLTD
AEGISLOG
TRENT
SCI
SCHNEIDER
COROMANDEL
COFFEEDAY
AUBANK
JSWENERGY
INTELLECT
ALLCARGO
INOXWIND
THOMASCOOK
CAPPL
CROMPTON
GALAXYSURF
SANOFI
TIINDIA
JBCHEPHARM
PNCINFRA
HSIL
INOXLEISUR
VMART
NILKAMAL
HIMATSEIDE
SUDARSCHEM
IEX
GUJFLUORO
HEIDELBERG
SUPRAJIT
ANDHRABANK
VIJAYABANK
CENTRUM
IFCI
TATACOFFEE
SUNDRMFAST
SUPREMEIND
SYNGENE
ADVENZYMES
NBVENTURES
HAL
RATNAMANI
GMDCLTD
BASF
ISEC
MOIL
EIHOTEL
ADANIGREEN
CUB
WELSPUNIND
ZYDUSWELL
NETWORK18
LAXMIMACH
MAXINDIA
PIIND
GSKCONS
DENABANK
CENTURYPLY
FINCABLES
BDL
MINDACORP
KANSAINER
APLLTD
PRESTIGE
GSPL
SOMANYCERA
ITDCEM
CARERATING
TIMETECHNO
GLAXO
GDL
SHILPAMED
CRISIL
RELAXO

232.45
233.8
223.95
225
158
160
153.65
155.4
640
644
633.1 639.75
1,270.30 1,290.00 1,258.30 1,268.85
80.05
80.05
77.5
78
246.65
246.95
238.65
239.1
13.5
13.5
13.22
13.35
445.25
448
438 440.15
538.5
542.35
482.2
492.1
363.1
363.15
347.25 352.85
810
810
791
798.6
192.4
193.1
187.7 188.85
215.95
217.75
213.7 214.25
135
135.5
133.15
134.5
613.5
613.5
589 595.25
39.9
39.9
37.5
38.35
219.4
219.4
208.35
209.8
5,550.00 5,550.00 5,371.10 5,387.55
601.5
601.8
590
599.3
243
243.95
229.6
230.6
89.5
89.5
87.75
88.65
350.1
363
346 356.45
1,075.15 1,084.55 1,021.10 1,032.40
74
74
70.9
71.25
3,403.00 3,451.50 3,378.00 3,420.60
332.4
350.05
325.4 350.05
294
294.9
281.3 283.15
170.8
174
168
170
126
131.45
123.65
129.8
254.95
254.95
249.55 251.55
231.5
231.5
211 216.75
25.7
28.4
24.6
27.65
9,976.20 10,154.60 9,976.20 10,108.05
309.9
309.9
299.85
303.8
347.15
347.15
337.7
340.3
2,676.00 2,700.00 2,630.00 2,646.85
192.75
196
188
191.7
345
346.8
341
342.8
39.5
39.55
37.8
37.9
93
95
87.1
87.8
453.75
458.95
453.75 456.75
257
259
252 255.45
585.35
593.95
577.5
589.9
65.2
67.5
65.2
66.8
174.5
174.75
169 170.55
102.35
105
101.55 102.25
66
68.1
65
66.45
212.75
214
204
211.2
348.7
355
342 348.35
209.3
215.5
209.3 212.75
1,020.00 1,027.25 1,002.00 1,021.45
6,447.75 6,447.75 6,275.00 6,327.10
333.95
352
328.5 347.25
323.65
324.2
313.9
318.4
141.65
145.55
135 144.35
235.05
240.1
232.95 237.35
259
260
252.15
256.4
2,620.00 2,650.05 2,560.30 2,596.40
1,321.00 1,321.00 1,292.45 1,309.50
182.35
184
171
177.5
296.55
303
291.1 301.05
166.85
168
165.05 165.55
869
874.4
850.05 860.95
144
145.4
140.8 142.25
190
198.9
187
195.3
24.05
24.1
23.65
23.95
41.5
41.5
40.25
40.3
30.4
30.9
29.45
30.25
12.6
12.6
12.21
12.39
85.6
85.65
83.85
84.25
528
532.4
516 520.55
997
999
993 997.55
615
615
593.95
601.6
163.95
164
153
154.5
107.55
108.15
103.15
104.3
655
681
650 661.55
846.2
855
814.25
846.6
78
78.55
77.2
77.35
1,343.85 1,343.85 1,286.75 1,294.05
193.5
193.5
189.25
191.2
163
163
155.4 156.75
189
193.15
186.1 187.55
34.2
34.2
32.8
33
186
188.55
185.35
187.6
52.15
52.95
50.55
51.55
1,310.60 1,310.60 1,278.20 1,289.55
34.15
34.25
33.3
33.8
5,620.00 5,699.95 5,600.00 5,614.65
77.95
79.5
75.9
77.4
836.55
845.2
829.6
839.1
7,578.20 7,594.20 7,504.00 7,561.05
11.31
11.31
11
11.13
170
171.2
165.25
165.9
391.2
395.95
386.5 390.35
250
250
239
241.4
140
140
130.5
131.6
463.05
465
454.25
458.2
564
575.9
555
556.8
197
203
196.25 200.75
166
167.4
163.35
166.2
354.75
354.75
326 338.05
104.65
110
103.85
108.1
980
984.55
968.4
970
84
84
76.5
76.95
1,393.85 1,399.00 1,380.00 1,385.30
103.75
103.8
101.2 102.75
362.5
363
353 353.35
1,621.00 1,621.00 1,550.00 1,557.00
744.1
752
737.3 745.05

GPPL
BLUESTARCO
SYMPHONY
ASAHIINDIA
NLCINDIA
BALMLAWRIE
SUPPETRO
BIRLACORPN
JKCEMENT
CCL
KNRCON
FORBESCO
MAHLIFE
TVTODAY
STARCEMENT
DCAL
IOB
AIAENG
UCOBANK
TNPL
NAVKARCORP
NIACL
LEMONTREE
GRINDWELL
KPRMILL
IFBIND
MAGMA
DBCORP
SOBHA
TRITURBINE
GICHSGFIN
AKZOINDIA
CARBORUNIV
SKFINDIA
APLAPOLLO
CERA
SADBHAV
ALKEM
GAYAPROJ
MONSANTO
ZENSARTECH
BAYERCROP
FDC
VTL
KALPATPOWR
GEPIL
HERITGFOOD
ITDC
LUXIND
ASTERDM
NESCO
GILLETTE
TEJASNET
REDINGTON
PHOENIXLTD
ECLERX
MHRIL
HONAUT
JAGRAN
KIOCL
ESSELPRO
SHK
GET&D
FINOLEXIND
ASHOKA
INDOSTAR
SHOPERSTOP
DHANUKA
TIMKEN
GREENPLY
MAHLOG
ORIENTCEM
CORPBANK
JYOTHYLAB
ELGIEQUIP
NH
NAVNETEDUL
GULFOILLUB
SFL
SHRIRAMCIT
HATSUN
LAOPALA
BLUEDART
SIS
APARINDS
JCHAC
SOLARINDS
ERIS
TIFHL

81
81.3
80
80.9
586.5
595.5
578
586.8
1,190.70 1,190.70 1,170.05 1,181.55
255
255
242.4
244.9
63.2
63.45
62.35
62.75
177.45
177.45
173.6
174.2
195.55
208.5
195.55
204.9
470.2
479
460.05
474
699.1
703.1
690 698.25
273
279
273 276.45
206.3
209
196 200.15
1,968.20 2,049.00 1,960.00 1,976.00
378.6
380.5
371.35 372.45
325.4
325.4
313.2 316.05
86.4
89.35
85.45
87.35
200
200
193.3 193.85
13
13
12.4
12.5
1,647.10 1,680.00 1,640.00 1,668.90
17.45
18
17.15
17.6
207.35
207.35
200.1
202.9
41.75
42.2
40.85
41.2
170.25
171.05
165
169.4
71.45
71.55
70
70.9
508.05
509.95
495.3 505.55
533.45
533.45
518.65
525.2
733
750
710.45
738.6
91.3
92.9
89.25
90.25
179.35
180.9
174.3
178.4
476
476
463.5 465.35
101.35
101.35
98.1
99.8
220.8
220.95
214 216.15
1,699.90 1,708.90 1,699.00 1,700.55
347.5
349.6
341.65 345.05
1,921.95 1,938.95 1,916.70 1,926.35
1,081.00 1,096.00 1,078.70 1,087.10
2,326.55 2,328.90 2,299.00 2,301.15
184
185
178.1
179.6
1,850.00 1,901.95 1,850.00 1,890.95
161.6
162.05
154.55
156.7
2,645.55 2,654.00 2,620.10 2,642.05
221.2
221.2
215.85
217.9
4,224.00 4,282.05 4,196.00 4,235.65
167.55
167.55
161.4
161.8
1,035.20 1,037.40 1,002.00 1,011.75
360.4
360.4
357.75 359.15
730.05
740
729.35
737
480.35
480.35
466.15
467.1
260
262.7
241.5 248.15
1,193.20 1,193.25 1,160.00 1,175.75
152.25
159.7
152
156.9
444
448
441.55 442.25
6,500.85 6,500.85 6,467.15 6,499.40
149.8
152
147 150.25
69
69
65.8
66.35
569.1
599
568.35
597.9
1,000.00 1,043.85
986 1,015.60
194.5
197
193
194.8
21,492.70 21,623.55 21,492.70 21,530.05
98.95
99
95.6
95.9
126.6
128.05
125.2
126
108.2
108.2
104.1 105.35
166.2
166.2
160.55 162.05
291.9
291.9
289.05
289.6
504.9
504.95
500.05
501.4
115
115.75
112.1 112.65
327
327
316.6
317.1
497
501
490.95 493.05
404.5
406.55
390 397.05
579.9
584.9
559.1 563.45
130.35
131.05
128.65
128.9
445
445
427.25 438.15
66.45
68.3
65.05
66.85
24.7
25.05
24.5
24.7
180
181.35
178.2 179.85
238.05
242.15
237.3
240
210
210
190.55
194
109.95
109.95
104.15
105.1
854
882.95
854 877.35
1,299.00 1,299.00 1,260.00 1,260.00
1,544.05 1,544.05 1,522.15 1,530.00
674.25
681.55
673.35
679
205
211.9
202
203.8
3,111.60 3,129.00 3,111.60 3,129.00
760
760
759
759
614.05
614.05
605
611.9
1,747.00 1,747.00 1,739.65 1,743.00
977.25
988
977.25 977.55
654.95
654.95
638.45
645
439.7
439.7
427.55 430.55
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Imran: Pak has Mecca, Thai princess disqualified from PM race
Thai junta chief decries coup conjecture as ‘fake news’
T
Medina for Sikhs
AFP n BANGKOK

PTI n DUBAI

akistan has the Mecca and
Medina for the Sikhs and
the country is opening up
those sites for the minority
community, Prime Minister
Imran Khan has said.
Prime Minister Khan in
November last year laid the
foundation stone for the corridor linking Gurdwara Darbar
Sahib in Pakistan’s Kartarpur the final resting place of Sikh
faith’s founder Guru Nanak
Dev - to Dera Baba Nanak
shrine in India’s Gurdaspur
district to facilitate visa-free
movement of Indian Sikh pilgrims.
Khan was in the UAE on a
day-long trip to take part in the
7th edition of the World
Government Summit on the
invitation of Vice President
and Prime Minister of the
UAE Sheikh Mohammad Bin
Rashid Al-Maktoum.
“We have the Mecca and
Medina of the Sikhs... and we
are just opening up those sites
for Sikhs,” Khan said Sunday.
Mecca and Medina are the
two holiest sites in Islam. “We
have opened our visa regime.
For the first time in Pakistan,
we have 70 countries from
where people can come and get

P

visas at the airport,” the prime
minister said.
Khan said Pakistan has
the best tourist potential even
though at the moment it hardly has any tourism. “Half the
world’s highest peaks are in
Pakistan,” he said, adding that
the country has 1,000 kilometers of coastline. Khan also said
that Pakistan has the oldest historical monuments, probably as
old as anywhere in the world.
“We have Indus Valley
Civilisation, which is 5,000
years old. We have Peshawar,
the oldest living city in the
world, 2,500 years old.
Lahore and Multan are
ancient cities. “We have
the Gandhara civilisation, which was the
cradle of Buddhist
civilisation, in the
north of Islamabad.
The biggest sleeping
Buddha, 40 feet, is in
Haripur. We have some of
the greatest and highest
number of Sufi shrines
all over Pakistan,”
he said. Khan
said they are
opening
up the
count r y

for tourism. Kartarpur Sahib in
Pakistan is located across the
river Ravi, about four kilometres from the Dera Baba Nanak
shrine. It was established by the
Sikh Guru in 1522.
The first Gurdwara,
Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib,
was built here, where Guru
Nanak is said to have died. The
Kartarpur Corridor, which will
facilitate the visa-free travel of
Indian Sikh pilgrims to
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in
Kartarpur, is expected to be
completed soon.
Thousands of
Sikh devotees
from India visit
Pakistan every
year to celebrate
the
birth
anniversary of
Guru Nanak.
India had proposed the corridor to Pakistan
around 20 years
back.

hai Princess Ubolratana was
on Monday formally disqualified for running for prime
minister, ending her brief and illfated political union with a party
allied to the powerful Shinawatra
clan, just days after a stern royal
command rebuking her candidacy was issued by her brother,
the king.
Uncertainty and conjecture
have coursed through Thailand
since Friday when the Thai
Raksa Chart party made the
explosive announcement of
Princess Ubolratana, King Maha
Vajiralongkorn’s elder sister, as
their candidate for premier after
the March 24 election. Her tilt
appeared to some to be a masterstroke of back-room dealings by Thaksin Shinawatra, the
billionaire self-exiled ex-premier, just weeks before the
poll.But just hours later it fell
apart.
A royal command from the
king put a pin in her unprecedented political aspirations,
insisting the monarchy was
above politics and describing his
sister’s candidacy as “highly
inappropriate”. Thailand’s incredibly wealthy and powerful
monarchy is revered by Thais
and protected by a draconian lese
majeste law. The king’s word is
seen as final.
On Monday the Election
Commission formally scratched
her candidacy. “The EC today

Bangkok (AFP): Thailand’s junta chief
on Monday dismissed rumours of
an impending coup as “fake
news”, as speculation ricocheted
across a kingdom unsettled by the
ill-fated political union between a
princess and a party allied to the
powerful Shinawatra clan.
Conjecture has coursed through
Thailand since Friday when the
Thai Raksa Chart party proposed
Princess Ubolratana, King Maha
Vajiralongkorn’s elder sister, as a
candidate for premier after the
March 24 election.
Hours later, a royal command
from the king appeared to put a
pin in her unprecedented political
aspirations. It said the monarchy
was above politics and described
his sister’s candidacy as “highly
inappropriate”. The slapdown by
an unassailable monarch -

has announced the name of
candidates excluding Princess
Ubolratana proposed by the
Thai Raksa Chart party,” it said
in a statement, explaining “all
royal family members are above
politics.”
Despite its brevity, the
princess’s foray into politics has
electrified the political landscape of the country, as speculation over who wins and loses
from her tilt ricochets across the
kingdom. Chatter of an impending coup against the ruling junta

protected by some of the world’s
harshest royal defamation laws who has never addressed the
public in such strong terms, set
off a chain reaction.
A chastened Thai Raksa Chart, a
key pillar in the election strategy
of billionaire ex-premier Thaksin
Shinawatra, swiftly agreed to
comply with the command.
Election authorities meeting
Monday are expected to discuss
whether the use of the princess’s
name was unconstitutional, a first
step towards dissolving the party.
Adding to the uncertainty, chatter
of an impending coup against the
ruling junta leader Prayut Chan-OCha and a major change in army
top brass has billowed out, with
the hashtag #coup trending in the
top 10 in Thai Twitter. But on
Monday the gruff former general,

who masterminded a putsch
against the government of
Yingluck Shinawatra, Thaksin’s
sister, in 2014, tried to stop it
short. “Rumours...? We’re
investigating. Fake news,” he told
reporters at Government House
about the merits of the
speculation.Thailand’s generals
have a penchant for coups,
backroom plotting and factional
struggles. They have grabbed
power 12 times since the end of
absolute monarchy in 1932,
including against existing juntas
seen to have over-stepped their
mark. Prayut, a gruff ex-army
chief turned junta head, has
agreed to stand for premier after
the election and is aided by an
army-scripted constitution. But
critics say he has personalised
power and outstayed his welcome

with a public wearied by his
finger-jabbing style. The king
appointed a new army chief,
Apirat Kongsompong, last year
from a rival faction of the army to
Prayut and his junta allies.
Recent days have seeded unease,
with the first election in eight
years now seemingly dependent
on behind-the-scenes power plays
by the elite.“Pls#NoMoreCoup
WTF with this country,” said one
Twitter user, while another said “I
wish we have only
#election2019”. Meanwhile, the
fate of Thai Raksa Chart hangs in
the balance.
The party, a second to the Thaksin
political powerhouse Pheu Thai,
was expected to help the
Shinawatra machine secure a
majority in the 350-seat lower
house.

leader Prayut Chan-O-Cha and
a major change in army top brass
has billowed out, with the hashtag #coup trending in the top 10
on Thai Twitter.
On Monday junta chief
Prayut on Monday was forced to
dismiss rumours of an impending coup as “fake news”.
“Rumours...? We’re investigating.
Fake news,” he told reporters at
Government House. The gruff
former general, masterminded a
putsch against the government of
Yingluck Shinawatra, Thaksin’s

sister, in 2014. Meanwhile, a
chastened Thai Raksa Chart, a
key pillar in Thaksin’s election
strategy, agreed to comply with
the royal command.
It may face censure by election authorities that could ultimately see it dissolved, although
it was not clear if any ban could
be in place before the election
takes place. Thailand’s generals
have a penchant for coups, backroom plotting and factional
struggles. They have grabbed
power 12 times since the end of

absolute monarchy in 1932,
including against existing juntas
seen to have over-stepped their
mark.Prayut has agreed to stand
for premier after the election and
is aided by an army-scripted constitution. But critics say he has
personalised power and outstayed his welcome with a public wearied by his finger-jabbing
style.
The king appointed a new army
chief, Apirat Kongsompong, last year
from a rival faction of the army to
Prayut and his junta allies.

US team in Beijing for trade talks after IMF ‘storm’ warning
AFP n BEIJING

S negotiators met with
their Chinese counterparts
in Beijing Monday for a new
round of high-stakes trade
talks, hoping to reach a deal
before the March 1 deadline set
by Donald Trump as the IMF
warned of a possible global economic “storm”.
Preliminary discussions
had been expected to start on
Monday, according to the
White House, before US Trade
Representative
Robert
Lighthizer and Treasur y
Secretary Steven Mnuchin step
in for the main event on
Thursday and Friday. In
December, Washington suspended for three months its
plan to increase tariffs on USD
200 billion worth of Chinese
imports — to 25 per cent from
the current 10 per cent — to

U

allow time for negotiators to
work out a trade spat that has
triggered fears of a global economic slowdown. Deputy trade
representative Jeffrey Gerrish
was due to lead the US delegation in preparatory meetings to
begin on Monday, the White
House had said.
The talks will include officials from the agriculture, energy and commerce departments.
Gerrish left his hotel in central
Beijing on Monday morning
without talking to the media.
Mnuchin and Lighthizer will be
joined by David Malpass,
Trump’s nominee for president of the World Bank who
has worked to limit the bank’s
assistance to Beijing.
The Chinese delegation
will be led by Vice Premier Liu
He, who will be joined by central bank governor Yi Gang.

Lawyer
US sails 2
denies tabloid
he US sailed two guidedmissile destroyers close to
blackmailed T
the disputed islands in the
China Sea on Monday to
Amazon boss South
challenge China’s excessive
PTI n WASHINGTON/BEIJING

New York (AFP): A lawyer has
denied allegations by Jeff Bezos
that the National Enquirer tabloid
had tried to extort and blackmail
him, insisting that embarrassing
photographs were obtained from
a “reliable” source.
“It absolutely is not extortion
and not blackmail,” Elkan
Abramowitz, who represents
National Enquirer parent company American Media Inc
(AMI)’s chief executive David
Pecker, told ABC television’s
“This Week.” “What happened
was the story was given to the
National Enquirer by a reliable
source that had been given information to the National Enquirer
for seven years prior to the story.
It was a source that was well
known to both Mr Bezos and
Miss (Lauren) Sanchez.”Last
month, the supermarket tabloid
reported that Bezos, 55, had an
extramarital affair with a former
news anchor, publishing a trove
of private text messages.
The report appeared days
after Bezos and his wife
MacKenzie announced their
divorce.When asked if the
Enquirer’s source was Sanchez’s
brother Michael, as reported by
some media outlets, Abramowitz
declined to confirm. “It was a
person that was known to both
Bezos and Ms Sanchez,” he said.“I
can tell you it’s not Saudi Arabia,
it’s not President Trump, it’s not
Roger Stone. But I cannot tell you
who the source is.” The attorney
was responding to Bezos’s stunning claims published on online
platform Medium on Thursday.
Bezos hinted he may have been
targeted by pro-Trump forces in
part because of coverage by The
Washington Post, which he owns,
of the murder of its contributor
J a m a l
Khashoggi,
strangled and
dismembered by
Saudi agents
in the kingdom’s Istanbul
consulate in
October.

maritime claim, drawing the ire
of Beijing which accused
Washington of trying to “stir up
trouble”.
The USS Spruance and
USS Preble sailed within 12
nautical miles of the Spratly
Islands as part of what the US
Navy calls a “freedom of navigation operation,” CNN
reported. The move angered

Liu, China’s chief trade negotiator, met last month with
Trump, who announced that a
final resolution of the trade dispute would depend on a meeting with Chinese President Xi
Jinping “in the near future” to
iron out the “more difficult
points” fuelling the spat.
While the two sides said
major progress was made after
talks last month in Washington,
more recent comments have
jarred financial markets, amplifying concerns about how the
dispute will affect global
growth. Trump said last week
that he did not expect to meet
his Chinese counterpart before
the trade truce expires on
March 1, and top White House
economic adviser Larr y
Kudlow said that while Trump
was “optimistic” about a deal,
a “sizable distance” still sepa-

rated the two sides.
Washington is demanding farreaching changes from China
to address commercial practices that it says are deeply
unfair, including theft of
American intellectual property and myriad barriers that US
and other foreign companies
face in the Chinese domestic
market.
China has offered to boost
its purchases of US goods during the truce, but is likely to
resist calls for structural
changes to its industrial policy
including slashing government
subsidies, said Louis Kuijs of
Oxford Economics. “The US
side will not fully remove the
spectre of tariff hikes any time
soon,” Kuijs said, given that
there is “broad support in the
US for a hard stance on China”.
The two sides have already

slapped tariffs on more than
$360 billion in two-way trade,
which has weighed on the two
countries’ manufacturing sectors and sent jitters through
global markets.
The
International
Monetary Fund warned on
Sunday of a possible economic “storm” as growth forecasts
dip.
It cited the trade row as one
of four “clouds” over the global
economy, along with financial
tightening, Brexit uncertainty,
and China’s slowdown.
“We have no idea how it (the
trade dispute) is going to pan out
and what we know is that it is
already beginning to have an
effect on trade, on confidence
and on markets,” IMF managing
director Christine Lagarde told
the World Government Summit
in Dubai.

AP

warships close to disputed island chain in SCS; angers Beijing
Beijing at a time when the US
and China ton are locked in a
trade war and are negotiating
a deal ahead of a March 1 deadline when US tariffs on USD
200 billion worth of Chinese
imports are expected to
increase to 25 per cent from 10
per cent.
Reacting to the US’ move,
China accused Washington of
trespassing in its territorial
waters. The US is “determined
to stir up trouble in the South
China Sea, create tension and
undermine peace”, Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman

Hua Chunying told a press
briefing.
She urged the US to cease
the “provocative actions”.The
Spratly Islands are a disputed
group of islands, islets and
cays and more than 100 reefs,
sometimes grouped in submerged old atolls, in the South
China Sea. The archipelago
lies off the coasts of the
Philippines, Malaysia, and
southern Vietnam.
China claims nearly all of
the South China Sea, though
Taiwan, the Philippines,
Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam

all claim parts of it. Monday’s
operation was carried out “to
challenge excessive maritime
claims and preserve access to
the waterways as governed by
international law,” Commander
Clay Doss, a spokesman for the
US Navy’s 7th Fleet, said.
“All operations are
designed in accordance with
international law and demonstrate that the United States will
fly, sail and operate wherever
international law allows,” Doss
said, adding “that is true in the
South China Sea as in other
places around the globe.” The

Chimp ‘mini-brains’ help unveil
how humans got big brains
PTI n LOS ANGELES

cientists, including one of
Indian origin, have created
brain “organoids” of chimpanzees — our closest living
relatives — in laboratory to
help explain the evolutionary
origins of the distinctly human
brain.
At some point during
human evolution, a handful of
genetic changes triggered a
dramatic three-fold expansion of the brain’s neocortex,
the wrinkly outermost layer of
brain tissue responsible for
everything from language to
self-awareness to abstract
thought, according to the
study published in the journal
Cell. Identifying what drove
this evolutionary shift is fundamental to understanding
what makes us human, but has
been particularly challenging
for scientists because of ethical prohibitions against studying the developing brains of
the chimpanzees in the lab.
“By birth, the human
cortex is already twice as large
as in the chimpanzee, so we
need to go back much earlier
into embryonic development
to understand the events that
drive this incredible growth,”
said Arnold Kriegstein, a professor at University of
California, San Francisco in

Department of Energy Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy Steven Winberg, left, arrives at a hotel in Beijing, Monday,

S

the US. Now, researchers,
including Aparna Bhaduri, a
postdoctoral researcher in the
Kriegstein lab, have gotten
around this impasse by creating chimpanzee brain
“organoids” — small clusters of
brain cells grown from stem
cells in a laboratory dish that
mimic the development and
organisation of full-size brains.
They generated 56
organoids from stem cells
derived from the skin of eight
chimpanzees and 10 humans,
marking the first time
researchers have been able to
produce and study chimpanzee brain organoids en
masse. “Our ability to take
skin cells from an adult chimpanzee, turn them into iPSCs,
and then study their development in laboratory dishes is

astounding,” said Kriegstein.
Induced pluripotent stem
cells or iPSCs are adult cells,
usually skin cells, reprogrammed into stem cells that
can become any tissue in the
body. “It’s a ‘science fiction’
experiment that couldn’t have
happened 10 years ago,” he
said.
“ These
chimpanzee
organoids give us an otherwise
inaccessible window to six
million years of our evolution.
They let us ask new questions
about what makes us human,”
said Alex Pollen, an assistant
professor at UC San Francisco.
Bhaduri deconstructed human
and chimpanzee organoids at
different stages of development, allowing her to directly compare the specific cell
types and genetic programmes

that orchestrate the growth of
the chimp and human brain.
By looking for differences in gene activity between
human organoids and chimp
organoids, Bhaduri identified
several hundred genetic
changes unique to the human
lineage that could help explain
the evolutionary origins of
the distinctly human brain.
For instance, Bhaduri discovered that neural precursor
cells called outer radial glia
(oRG) showed heightened
activity of a key growth signalling network known as the
mTOR pathway in human
organoids.
“It was particularly exciting to discover a molecular
pathway in these cells that
appears to have been specifically targeted during evolution
and may help explain their
specialised role in generating
the advanced human cortex,”
Bhaduri said.
Problems with mTOR
signalling have also been
linked to autism and other
uniquely human neurodevelopmental disorders, suggesting
new questions about whether
pathways involved in the relatively recent evolution of our
unusually large brains play
some special role in these disorders.

operation was the second in the
South China Sea reported by
the US Navy this year. In
January, the destroyer USS
McCampbell sailed within 12
nautical miles of the Paracel
Islands.
Shortly after that operation,
China accused the US of trespassing in its territorial waters
— and said it had deployed
missiles “capable of targeting
medium and large ships.” In
late September, the USS
Decatur also sailed within 12
nautical miles of Gaven and
Johnson reefs in the Spratly

Islands as part of a similar freedom of navigation operation.
During that operation, a
Chinese destroyer came within 45 yards of the US warship,
forcing it to maneuver to avoid
a collision. The US labeled the
Chinese warship’s actions
unsafe and unprofessional,
while Beijing said the US was
threatening the safety and sovereignty of China. The two
countries have traded barbs
over what US said was Beijing’s
military installation building
on artificial islands and reefs.
Over the last five years

China has rapidly built artificial islands housing significant military infrastructure on
what had been low-lying reefs.
The United States has criticised
China for militarising the
islands by constructing long
runways used by jet fighters
and deploying anti-aircraft missiles.
China says the construction is necessary for defence,
and it was the US that was
responsible for tensions by
sending warships and military
planes close to islands Beijing
claims.

GLOBE TROTTING
Ariana wins first-ever Grammy award
Los Angeles: Singer Ariana Grande on Monday won her first Grammy award
in the Best Pop Vocal Album category for her LP ‘Sweetener ‘ Her album
bested fellow nominees Camila Cabello, Kelly Clarkson, Shawn
Mendes, P!nk and Taylor Swift. The singer, however, was not present
at the ceremony and the Recording Academy accepted the award on
her behalf. “I know I’m not there tonight (trust, I tried and still truly
wished it had worked out) and I know I said I try not to put too much
weight into these things …. but f*** ……. this is wild and beautiful.
Thank you so much,” Grande tweeted post her win. She also dropped
a series of Instagram photos revealing her in the custom Zac Posen
gown she had got made for the event. “When @zacposen makes
you a custom gown it doesn’t matter if you’re singing or not,” she
wrote in the caption. Grande, who was scheduled to perform
at the Grammys, pulled out of the show last week as she felt
“insulted” after producers refused to let her perform her song
“7 Rings” at the award ceremony.

Cardi B becomes first solo woman
to win best rap album Grammy
Los Angeles: Cardi B on Monday created history by becoming
the first female to win the Best Rap Album Grammy award. She
won the award for her debut ‘Invasion of Privacy’, beating out
Nipsey Hussle, Pusha T, Travis Scott, and the late Mac Miller.
The rapper accepted the award taking the stage with husband
Offset, who held her hand as she controlled her tears while
talking about her pregnancy and daughter Kulture. “I want
to thank my daughter. I’m not just saying thank you because
she’s my daughter. It’s because, you know, when I found out
I was pregnant, my album was not complete, like three
songs that I was for sure having. And then you know, you
know how it was, we was like, we have to get this album
done so I could still do videos while I’m still not showing. And it was very long nights,” Cardi said in her speech.
“I can’t breath. Oh my goodness. The nerves are so bad!”
She added with a laugh, “Maybe I need to smart smoking weed.” While Cardi’s the first woman to win the award
for a solo act, Lauryn Hill did win best rap album as part
of hip-hop group Fugees in 1997.
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Badshah to make
his acting debut
Rapper BADSHAH is set to make
his acting debut in a film, which
also stars Sonakshi Sinha, Varun
Sharma and Annu Kapoor. He
says he is extremely
nervous but will give it
his best.
Directed by debutant
Shilpi Dasgupta,
the film is a slice
of life entertainer.
“I am extremely nervous.
However, now that
I have taken the
leap, I will give it
my best. It’s a film
which is so unique
and different,”
Badshah said without revealing much
about his role.
The film also features Kulbhushan
Kharbanda and
Nadira Babbar.

‘It is truly
gratifying
to be
accepted
as a Hip
Hop artist.
I was
thrilled to be in
Zoya’s film because I
had always wanted
to do such a film. I
have a natural, inborn affinity towards
hip-hop. I loved this
genre of music since
I was a kid and I
would have been
heartbroken if I
didn’t do Gully Boy. I
have given my heart
and soul in the film
and I hope the
audience loves the
film.’
—Ranveer Singh
Producer BONEY KAPOOR has
taken the rights of Egyptian
drama Hepta: The Last Lecture
to remake the film in Hindi and
other languages in India.
The film will be
produced by
Kapoor’s Bayview
Projects and coproduced by
Fresh Lime Films.
Based on
Mohamed
Sadek’s best-selling book,
Hepta..., directed by Hadi El
Bagoury, revolves around the
seven stages of love.
Kapoor said, “India and Egypt
have been strongly influencing
each other’s culture, arts and
architecture since ancient times.”

Melissa and
Chris engaged
Actress MELISSA BENOIST has
got engaged to her Supergirl coactor Chris Wood.
The duo took to Instagram to
announce the news of their
engagement.
“Yes yes yes it will always be
yes,” Benoist captioned a
photograph of Wood
kissing her on the
cheek, with her
engagement ring
on full display.
Wood shared the
same photograph
and wrote — “The
happiest.”
They both met on
the set of TV series
Supergirl, in which
Benoist stars as the
lead character.
The 30-year-old
actress was previously
married to Glee star
Blake Jenner. But due
to irreconcilable differences, she filed for
divorce in 2016 and
officially got separated from him
in 2017.

WHO RUN THE WORLD? GIRLS
This year’s Grammy Awards were dogged by controversies around performances as well as
awardees who did not show up as a mark of protest
Ariana Grande a no-show despite winning
first Grammy Award
Ariana Grande won her first Grammy
Award but the singer didn’t collect it after
deciding to skip the ceremony following a
public dispute with the show’s producer.
Grande accused Grammy telecast executive producer Ken Ehrlich of lying about
discussions with the singer about performing at the ceremony. Ehrlich told that
Grande had told producers that she didn’t
have adequate time to prepare.
“As it turned out, when we finally got
to the point where we thought maybe it
would work, she felt it was too late for her
to pull something together for sure,” he said.
But Grande fired back in a social
media post that she “can pull together a performance over night and you know that,
Ken.” She alleged her “creativity” and “selfexpression” was “stifled,” adding, “I hope the
show is exactly what you want it to be and
more.”
Grande won the best pop vocal album
trophy for Sweetener, beating Taylor Swift,
Kelly Clarkson, Pink, Shawn Mendes and
Camila Cabello. Grande was not in attendance at the pre-telecast ceremony, but she
wrote on social media that her win was
“wild and beautiful.”

Sparkles, sequins
and statement hats
across the carpet
S

Obama, who grew up on the south side
of Chicago, has been on a tour to promote
her memoir Becoming.
Another ex-White House resident was
awarded a Grammy. Former President
Jimmy Carter, who is 94, won an award for
best spoken word recording. It’s his second
Grammy.

Is rap a dominant genre?
But the controversies did not end with
Grande.
Childish Gambino, the stage name of
actor Donald Glover and another prominent rap nominee, Kendrick Lamar, both
declined invitations to perform or attend the
show. Some rap artists feel the Grammys
have been slow to recognise how the genre
now dominates popular music.
And as if to second its popularity,
Gambino’s disturbing look at race relations,
This is America, won record and song of the
year. It was the first time a rap-based song
won both of those awards, considered —
with album of the year — the recording
industry’s most prestigious.
Ludwig Goransson, a songwriter and
producer on This is America, said backstage
that he was surprised the victories were so
historic. Just listening to the radio, watching the culture and seeing how many rap
songs are downloaded is evidence of rap’s
impact.
“It’s about time something like this happened with the Grammys as well,”
Goransson said.
Cardi B beats the boys to win rap album
honors at Grammys
An overwhelmed Cardi B won her first
Grammy Award on Sunday night, making
history as the first solo woman to win best
rap album.
“Invasion of Privacy” beat out albums
by the late Mac Miller, Nipsey Hussle, Pusha
T and Travis Scott.
“Oh my goodness,” she said, struggling
to gather herself. “Whoa, child.”
Cardi B is just the fifth woman ever
nominated in the category, which was created in 1995.
Lauryn Hill was part of the Fugees when
the group won in 1997 for “The Score.”
Cardi B took the stage at the Staples
Center holding the hand of husband,
Offset, with whom she has reunited after
marital issues last year.
Holding the trophy in her white-gloved
hands, Cardi B thanked “you husband” and
the couple’s daughter, who was born seven
months to the date.
“I’m sorry, I just, oh the nerves are so
bad,” she said. “Maybe I need to start smoking weed.”
Cardi B told the crowd she found out
she was pregnant before her album was
completed. She was under pressure to finish it and do video shoots before she began
showing.
“He was like you’re going to do this
album,” she said of Offset. “We’re going to
have this baby and do this album.”
Cardi B had one of the show’s memorable performances, twerking on a piano
and strutting with peacock-like plumage
attached to her hips while singing “Money.”
Her necklace fell off mid-song but she kept
on going.
She lost out on her other four nominations, including in the record and album of
the year categories.

Winners at the
Grammy Awards
Album of the year: Golden Hour by
Kacey Musgraves
Song of the year: This Is America by
Childish Gambino and Ludwig
Goransson
Best rap song: God’s Plan by Drake
Best new artist: Dua Lipa
Best rock song: Masseduction by St.
Vincent
Best comedy album: Equanimity &
the Bird Revelation, Dave Chappelle
Best musical theater album: The
Band’s Visit
Best world music album: Soweto
Gospel Choir’s Freedom
Best music film: Quincy Jones’ Quincy

Michelle Obama gets raucous applause at
Grammy Awards
Michelle Obama made a surprise appearance to help open the Grammy Awards with
host Alicia Keys.
The former first lady appeared onstage
with Lady Gaga, Jennifer Lopez, Jada
Pinkett Smith and Keys to say how music
has impacted their lives.
Obama’s initial comments were interrupted by raucous applause and many in the
Staples Center crowd stood. She smiled and
eventually re-started her comments.
“From the Motown records I wore out
on the south side to the Who Run the World
songs that fuelled me through this last

parkly, studded and strutting
in designer looks, the
Grammys parade of often
out-there fashion kicked off, but
that didn’t dampen spirits as the
music industry’s best showed off
their myriad outfits.
Cardi B had a spot of trouble
walking in a sculpted look that
evoked a mermaid in the half shell,
pearls included. It was hatched in
1995 by Thierry Mugler. Michelle
Obama popped up in a metallic
trouser outfit onstage, Jennifer
Lopez donned a huge white bejeweled hat and Lady Gaga chose a silver strapless sequin gown with a
high slit and side ruffle, thanks to
Celine.
The Lopez topper pointed to
a popular accessory of the evening
— statement hats. It had a brim for
miles and was embellished to
match her dress of the same shade.
She appeared relaxed in her Ralph
& Russo look as she posed for photographers with boyfriend Alex
Rodriguez, who wore a multicolored dress jacket.
Katy Perry, meanwhile, arrived
in a pink Balmain confection that
prompted comparisons to a cake
topper.
The former first lady’s look
was custom by Sachin & Babi.
Lending a hand opening the show,
she earned a rousing welcome
from the crowd in Los Angeles.
As for the guys, some went
wild. Post Malone was in a light
pink embellished jacket and
matching pants. Kyle Tree of the
EDM duo Grey was inadvertently ready for the weather in a rain
slicker that was, yes, the color gray,
as was his hair and that of music
partner Michael Trewartha.
There were attendees dressed
as butterflies, neon looks and several outfits with long capes in
unusual places, on jumpsuits and
short dresses. Never shy fashionwise, Janelle Monae also wore a
wide-brim hat, pairing it with a
short dress that had high pointed
shoulders, courtesy of Jean Paul
Gaultier.
Top
nominee
Kacey
Musgraves wore an ethereal belted gown in a nude hue with a daring fan-like bodice, by
Valentino, while Camila
Cabello appeared cozy in a
long-sleeve sparkler of a
bright pink gown with a
high neck and open back,
done by Armani Prive.
The K-pop sensation BTS
showed up in black
tuxedos and colored
hair, including purple
and green, while
Maren Morris sported a huge yellow
winged decoration
on one shoulder of
a floral halter gown
with a full loosely
pleated skirt and
plunging neckline, from Galia
Lahav Couture.
“I
don’t
know, I’m all
about subtlety,”
joked Morris.
Dolly Parton wore
a short red dress with
a ruffle lapel and a
chunky jewel centerpiece. Dua Lipa won
best necklace of the
night, a huge diamond
piece in a circular
design.
Fantastic Negrito,
the
Oakland,
California-born blues
artist, represented in a
red suit with large,
colorful swatches for
pockets. His silver
necklace of two fish
used to be a belt buckle, said
the upcycling enthusiast.
Members of Weezer, on the

decade, music has always helped me tell my
story, and I know that’s true for everybody
here,” Obama said.
“Whether we like country or rap or
rock, music helps us share ourselves, our
dignity and sorrows, our hopes and joys. It
allows us to hear one another, to invite each
other in. Music shows us that all of it matters — every story within every voice, every
note within every song, is that right ladies?”
Obama said.
Keys paused to absorb the moment and
referenced the Beyonce song in asking,
“Who run the world?”

Rap artists, women take center stage at
Grammys
Rap artists and women have both felt
shunned by the Grammy Awards in recent
years. But this year, they took the center
stage.
Besides Gambino, Kacey Musgraves
won top album. A year after many women
felt left out of the Grammy telecast, they
delivered the night’s most memorable performances. Cardi B, Dolly Parton, Lady
Gaga, Travis Scott, Red Hot Chili Peppers,
Diana Ross, J Balvin, Camila Cabello,
Brandi Carlile, Dan + Shay, H.E.R., Little
Big Town, Post Malone, Chloe x Halle and
Dua Lipa were a part of the line-up.
The best new artist winner, British
singer Dua Lipa, also cast major shade on
the outgoing recording academy president.
Lady Gaga and Brandi Carlile won three
Grammys.
Cardi B became the first solo female to
win best rap album, although Lauryn Hill
was the lead singer of the Fugees, which won
the same award at the 1997 Grammys. Cardi
B was so nervous accepting the award that
she joked, “Maybe I need to start smoking
weed.”
She looked anything but rattled earlier, when her rendition of Money was
among the night’s performance highlights.
Janelle Monae delivered a smoking version
of her hit Make Me Feel; St. Vincent and Dua
Lipa’s duet on Masseduction was steamy;
H.E.R. turned heads with Hard Place; and
Carlile sang an inspired version of her hit
The Joke.
Being part of a big night for women was
huge to her, Carlile said backstage after the
show.
“I’m a kid from the ‘90s and Lilith Fair,
you know, and those women were just dominating those platforms,” she said. “They
were dominating those arena and amphitheater stages. They were getting record deals.
They were becoming record executives
themselves. They completely controlled the
airwaves. They were on the radio. And to
watch that backslide for the last 20 years has
been heartbreaking. Tonight, it gives me
hope as a mother of two young daughters.”
When she accepted her best new artist
award, Dua Lipa pointedly said, “I guess this
year we really stepped up.”
That was a reference to outgoing
Recording Academy CEO Neil Portnow,
who said women needed to “step up”
when he was asked about the lack of women
in top categories in 2018. He later acknowledged it was a poor choice of words.
Yet Dua Lipa was rewarded by having
her acceptance speech cut off mid-sentence.
She wasn’t alone, however, as a handful of
other artists were also hustled off the
stage, and the show seemed disjointed at the
end, rushing through its final awards.
Under the circumstances, having a lengthy
tribute to Portnow before he gave his own
speech seemed tone-deaf.
Drake’s speech cut off unintentionally
Dua Lipa wasn’t alone, Kacey Musgraves
and Drake’s acceptance speech cut off
mid-sentence. A spokesman for the
Grammys says that show producers didn’t
mean to cut Drake off mid-speech. Drake’s
comments were interrupted as he accepted the best rap song trophy for God’s Plan.
The spokesman told reporters backstage
that Drake took “a natural pause” and
assuming he was done talking, producers
cut to a commercial.
The spokesman says Drake was offered
a chance to return to the stage and finish
his remarks, but he declined and explained
that he was satisfied.
—AP

other hand, kept it relaxed in scoop
T-shirts under jackets that included mauve and baby blue.
Ben Harper went full bedazzle in a jacket showing off yellow
sequins worn with a broad-brim
hat.
Repeat political provocateur
Joy Villa, who attended last year in
a gown decorated with a fetus,
dressed as President Trump’s wall
(think tinfoil) and carried a Make
America Great Again handbag.
She first made a Trump splash two
years ago in Trump messaging.
Shawn Mendes went for a
deep blue Paul Smith jacket with
wide black lapels and open collar
underneath.
“I was so nervous to dress for
the Grammys,” he said.
“I felt like, how do you be
classy and still stand out?”
Purple was an It shade of the
evening. Grammy winner H.E.R.
sparkled in the collar in a gown
made for her by Coach, with
sunglasses in the same shade.
“It makes me feel like I’m
shining’. I feel like a star,” she
said.
A few supporters of
President Donald
Trump made their
fashion marks on the
Grammy red carpet.
Singers Joy Villa
and Ricky Rebel each
wore looks that made
political statements
on the award night.
Villa wore a white
dress with the black
outline of bricks and
silver barbed wire tufts
on her shoulders as
well as carrying a purse
with Trump’s “Make
America Great Again”
slogan.
Trump has proposed a
controversial border wall
between the U.S. and Mexico.
Desi Designs Couture, the
designer of Villa’s dress, posted a disclaimer on Instagram
saying clients’ views,
thoughts and opinions aren’t
necessarily the same as the
company’s.
Rebel wore a red, white
and blue jacket over white
pants tucked into white
boots. The jacket read
“Trump” on the back and
Keep America Great on
the front.
—AP

A colour-coordinated evening
IRINA SHAYK gives standing ovation to beau BRADLEY COOPER at BAFTA
upermodel Irina Shayk gave
a standing ovation to her
beau Bradley Cooper after
his debut directorial A Star Is
Born won Best Original Music
trophy at the 2019 British
Academy of Film and Television
Arts (BAFTA) Awards.

S

Cooper gave a moving speech
in which he dedicated the award
to his co-star Lady Gaga, who
couldn’t be a part of the gala as
she was in Los Angeles for the
Grammy Awards night.
“I got to fulfill a dream I never
thought would happen. I share

this with Lady Gaga tonight, the
music was the heartbeat of this
film,” Cooper said.
“I also need to thank Irina for
putting up with me while I was
trying to make music in our
basement for a year.” he added.
Shayk and Cooper colour

coordinated their ensembles —
black trouser suits — for the
event.
She completed her look with
a pair of embellished heels and
opted for silver hoop earrings to
match her simple gold necklace.
—IANS
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Aspirant cricketer assaults DDCA selector
PTI/ PNS n NEW DELHI

‘We want to be
so good that
India are forced
PTI n KARACHI

akistan has no other way
than raising the standard of
its game if it has to force
superpower India to resume
bilateral cricketing ties, feels
the new PCB dispensation.
India and Pakistan have
not played a full bilateral series
since 2007 owing to tense
relations between the neighbouring countries. Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has
shown eagerness to resume
cricketing relations but the
BCCI has maintained that the
Indian government calls the
shots in the case.
"I think when (Pakistan
become a top team) that happens, it can create a situation
where India asks us to play a
bilateral series," new PCB MD
Wasim Khan said in a media
interaction in Lahore.
In the absence of bilateral
series, both teams have only
met in ICC and Asian Cricket
Council multilateral events,
most recently in the Asia Cup
held in the UAE last
September.
In 2012, Pakistan did go to
India for a short tour but it did
not play Tests.
Ehsan Mani, who took
charge as PCB Chairman last
August, has already said that
Pakistan would not beg India
to play.
Mani supported Wasim
Khan's contention, saying that
if the PCB can take the country's cricket to a level where it
is among the top three teams
in the world, than India will
come on their own to "play
with us".
"It's sad that we are not
playing against them but life
continues. We need to move
forward and carry on. We
can't wait forever to play India.
Our focus is to develop
Pakistan cricket and get our
team and players a lot of success at the international level,"
Khan said after taking charge
last week.
He also conceded that he
didn't see any immediate
chances of revival of Indo-Pak
ties but things could change
after the general elections in
India.
Mani added that Pakistan
had not given up hope of
bilateral ties being revived and
would keep on trying to get the
BCCI to the table and move
things.
"But we are not going to
see solutions anytime soon. We
will have to wait and see how
things go after their elections.
So no point of engaging them
now."
Both Mani and Khan felt
that Pakistan's failed attempt to
get BCCI to compensate it for
not honouring an MoU with
the ICC's Disputes Resolution
Committee had not soured
relations.
The Chairman disclosed
that the Board's total expenses on the compensation case,
which it lost to BCCI, were
about two million dollars
including legal fees of the
lawyers.

P

Former India pacer Amit
Bhandari, who is chairman of
the DDCA senior selection
committee, was on Monday assaulted by a group of unidentified men,
led by a disgruntled Under-23 player, during the Delhi senior team's
practice game at the St Stephen's
ground.
The senior team is gearing up
for Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
(National Twenty20 tournament),
starting February 21.
Anuj Dheda, who was not
selected in the state team, attacked
Bhandari, who sustained head and
ear injuries and was taken to Sant
Paramanand Hospital at Civil Lines
by his colleague Sukhvinder Singh.
The goons along with the player in question fled before the cops
could reach the spot but was later
arrested.
"At around 1.15 pm today at St
Stephen ground where trials were
going on, one person Anuj Dheda,
who was not selected, came and
asked about his rejection and
slapped Bhandari. Some 10-15 more
boys came and hit him," Nupur
Prasad, Deputy Commissioner of

"The attack on Delhi selector Amit
Bhandari for not picking a player is a
new low and I am hopeful that
stringent action will be taken against
the culprit and adequate
measures will be taken
to avoid such
incidents.'
— Virender
Sehwag

F

Delhi & Districts Cricket
Association (DDCA) president Rajat
Sharma said that guilty will not be
spared.
"I have personally spoken to the
Delhi Police Commissioner Amulya
Patnaik. The guilty will not go
unpunished. We will register an
FIR," Sharma said.
Sharma, who went to meet

Bhandari at the hospital said, "He is
much shaken and it is natural. The
doctors have advised that he should
be kept under observation for 24
hours as a precautionary measure."
"The goons were pressurising
him to select a player, who had
failed to get into the U-23 team on
merit. Bhandari claimed that the
one man also threatened him with

Irani Cup: Vidarbha eye encore

PTI n NAGPUR

est of India captain Ajinkya
Rahane will be hoping to
R
keep himself in the mix for
World Cup selection as he leads
a formidable Rest of India
against Ranji Trophy champions
Vidarbha in the Irani Cup starting Tuesday.
For Vidarbha, the aim will
be to do an encore of the 201718 season where they won both
Ranji Trophy and Irani Cup.
However it will be easier
said than done against a Rest of
India batting line-up that boasts
of current Test vice-captain
Rahane, opener Mayank
Agarwal, the dashing Shreyas
Iyer and the dogged Hanuma
Vihari in its ranks.
Rahane, who played three
List A matches against England
Lions with two half-centuries to
his credit, is fighting for the

reserve opener's slot.
For Agarwal, Iyer and
Vihari, it will be good game time
as they would have little motivation considering they are not
in the scheme of things as far as
World Cup is concerned.
For Vidarbha, this Ranji

season has been more of team
work than individual brilliance.
And their coach Chandrakant
Pandit would be keen that his
boys carry on this trend in the
Irani Cup even though senior
pacer Umesh Yadav will be
missing due to a niggle.

Saina, Sindhu to renew
PTI n GUWAHATI

badminton queens
Saina Nehwal and PV Sindhu
Iwillndia's
reignite their on-field rivalry at home turf for the coveted women's singles title at the
83rd edition of the Senior
National
Badminton
Championships which begins
with the qualifiers on Tuesday.
Sindhu and Saina will
undoubtedly be the biggest
attraction with some big names
including last edition's finalists,
Kidambi Srikanth and HS
Prannoy giving the tournament a miss due to fitness
issues.
The duo, finalists at the last
edition, have been India's
biggest achievers over the years,
including last season.
Saina had the last laugh in
the last edition of the tournament against Sindhu and she
went on to get the better off her
compatriot at Gold Coast final
as well for her second CWG
Gold.

Another summit clash is
likely on the cards for the celebrated shuttlers and they
would look to outdo each other
ahead of the All England
championship early next
month.
Defending champion
Saina, who made a good start
to the new BWF season with a
title triumph at the Indonesia
Masters, will look to conquer
the Nationals for the fourth
time, while Sindhu too would
hope to lift the trophy for a
third time.
According to the tournament rules, the top 8 players,
ranked below 50 in the BWF
World Rankings as on January
18 in both men's and women's
singles, will start directly from
the pre-quarter-finals on completion of the Super Draw on

February 14.
If any slot is left vacant
then players with top BAI
Rankings' will be considered to
fill up rest of the top 8, who will
get a direct entry into the prequarters.
In women singles, besides
Sindhu and Saina, Shriyanshi
Pardeshi, Ashmita Chaliha,
Kanika Kanwal, Aruna
Prabhudesai, Sai Uttejitha Rao
Ch and Aakarshi Kashyap will
get direct entries into the prequarters.
In men's singles, Sameer
Verma, B Sai Praneeth and
Parupalli Kashyap will be
joined by SaarLorLux Open
winner Subhankar Dey, Ansal
Yadav, Chirag Sen, Bodhit Joshi
and Kartik Jindal in the prequarterfinals.
The youngsters will benefit due to the withdrawal of
Prannoy and Srikanth. In their
absence, a fit-again Sameer, former champions Sai Praneeth
and Kashyap will be the top
stars in men's singles.

WOOD'S FIVE WICKETS
SEND WINDIES REELING
AFP n GROS-ISLET

ark Wood answered West
Indian pace with fearM
some heat of his own as the fast
bowler claimed his first fivewicket innings haul in Tests and
put England in control on the
second day of the third and final
Test in St Lucia on Sunday.
Playing his first match of
the series, Wood tore through
the heart of the home side's batting to finish with five for 41 as
the West Indies, replying to
England's first innings total of
277, crashed from 57 without
loss in mid-afternoon to 154 all
out an hour before the close of
play.
A day which saw 16 wickets tumble ended with the
tourists' opening pair of Rory
Burns and Keaton Jennings
safely navigating ten overs to be
19 without loss at stumps, an
overall lead of 142 runs going
into day three as they seek the
consolation of victory following
heavy defeats in the first two
matches of the series.
Wood's raw speed unsettled
the West Indies middle-order

ANI

DDCA selector and former cricketer Amit Bhandari responds to media queries

Police (north) said.
"Based on the complaint, a case
has been registered and the accused
and his brother Naresh were arrested," the DCP said.
Dedha's name featured in the
initial 79-member list, released by
the DDCA in November for the U23 trials. As per the probables list his
date of birth is November 22, 1995.

batsmen after Moeen Ali ended
another half-century opening
partnership by accounting for
stand-in captain Kraigg
Brathwaite and partner John
Campbell off consecutive deliveries.
Ali supported Wood's hostility at the other end with subtle variations to finish with figures of four for 36.
However it was the introduction of Wood, who came on
as the fourth bowler in the
England armoury, which had

the greatest impact on an eventful day.
He dismissed Shai Hope
and Roston Chase off successive
deliveries, both taken at gully, in
his opening over and added the
scalp of Shimron Hetmyer,
caught at the second attempt by
England captain Joe Root at first
slip, off the final delivery of the
afternoon session.
Darren Bravo perished
shortly after the resumption to
another Root slip catch and the
delighted fast bowler returned
after some resistance from
Shane Dowrich (38) to polish
off the innings and complete the
five-wicket haul when he
yorked last man Shannon
Gabriel.
At the start of the day,
England's batsmen collapsed
to the West Indian fast bowlers
yet again, this time operating
effectively with the second new
ball, as the visitors lost six
wickets for 45 runs to be dismissed just before lunch.
Wicketless on the first day
when an unbroken fifth-wicket partnership of 124 between
Jos Buttler and Ben Stokes lift-

ed the tourists to 231 for four,
Kemar Roach stole the spotlight
in scything through the middle
and lower order to finish with
figures of four for 48. He now
has 17 wickets in series.
It was Gabriel though who
made the first strike of the
morning by bowling Jos Buttler
on his overnight score of 67
with just one run added to the
total.
That was the trigger for the
slide and a reinvigorated Roach
quickly got involved by dismissing Stokes for the innings topscore of 79 when the attacking
left-hander miscued an
attempted pull and wicketkeeper Dowrich sprinted 30
metres to backward square-leg
in clinging on to a superb diving catch.
Jonny Bairstow laboured
for 33 deliveries in managing
just two runs before Roach
breached the right-hander's
defence while last man James
Anderson proved easy prey for
the rampant bowler, fending his
second delivery into the waiting hands of Keemo Paul at
third slip.

Umesh has been advised
rest and is expected to be
replaced by Yash Thakur.
However all the other
prominent names including 41year-old Wasim Jaffer, left-arm
spinner Aditya Sarwate, wicketkeeper batsman Akshay Wadkar
and seamer Rajneesh Gurbani
will come out all guns blazing.
They will have their task cut
out against Rest line-up which
is more batting heavy with
another talented domestic performer Anmolpreet Singh and
India A regular Ishan Kishan to
complement the senior internationals. The bowling is slightly
on the weaker side with Ankit
Rajpoot of UP, Rajasthan's
Tanveer ul Haq and Kerala's
Sandeep Warrier being the new
ball bowlers. The spin department will be led by Saurashtra's
Dharmendra Jadeja and offspinner Krishnappa Gowtham.

"Disgusted to see this happen right in
heart of the capital. This can't slip
under the carpet and I will personally
ensure it does not. To
begin with I am
calling for a life ban
for the player who,
orchestrated this
attack post his
non-selection."
— Gautam
Gambhir

a revolver. This is shameful that an
honest selector was being prevented from performing his duties. I
have been told that one person has
been detained for questioning,"
Sharma, who is also a well-known
journalist, informed.
Delhi's senior team manager

Shankar Saini narrated the incident.
"I was having my meal along
with a colleague inside the tent and
Bhandari along with other selectors
and senior team coach Mithun
Manhas was watching the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy probables play
a trial game.
"A couple of men first came and
went up to Bhandari. There was a
heated exchange between Bhandari
and the two men. They left and
before we could gather our
thoughts, suddenly some 15 men
armed with hockey sticks, rods and
cycle chains came charging," Saini
said.
"When the other senior team
players attending the trials along
with us rushed to save Bhandari,
they started threatening us and one
of them said, "Don't get into this or
else we will shoot you."
"They attacked Bhandari with
hockey sticks and rods as he tried
to run away and he sustained head
injury," the former Delhi seamer
added.
According to an eye witness,
Dedha and his accomplices chased
Bhandari in front of the senior team
players as the former India pacer
ran for his life.
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Devils welcome injured PSG
With Neymar & Cavani
missing due to injury,
Ligue 1 leaders visit Old
Trafford to face in-form
United in R16 clash

SINGLES

PAUL SCHOLES GETS 1ST MANAGER JOB
Oldham: Former Manchester United midfielder Paul
Scholes has landed his first managerial job at hometown
team Oldham, which plays in the fourth division. The 44year-old Scholes has gained some coaching experience at
United since retiring, but has spent most of his time as a
television commentator and as a part-owner of fifth-tier
club Salford. Oldham is based about 10 miles (16
kilometers) northeast of Manchester and played in the
first two Premier League seasons before being relegated
in 1994. Scholes, who spent his entire career at United
and won every major honor under Alex Ferguson, has
signed a 1½-year contract at Oldham.

LEADERS CHENNAI CITY SPILT POINTS
Imphal: Neroca FC held leaders Chennai City FC to a
thrilling 3-3 draw to open up the I-League title race wide
open on Monday. Chennai City fired in three goals in the
first half through Pedro Manzi (34th minute, 41st, 45+1)
who scored his fourth hat-trick of the season. Neroca FC
came back strongly in the second half through Felix Chidi
(52nd), followed by a goal each from Chencho and Aryn
Williams in the 68th and the first minute of the added time
respectively. Despite the draw, Chennai City still hold the
pole position with 34 points from 16 matches, two points
clear of debutants Real Kashmir FC (32 from 16 matches).
Neroca FC are now placed fifth in the points table with 26
points from 17 matches.

MINERVA TO MAKE AFC DEBUT

against Bordeaux on his return from
injury.

AP n PARIS

aris Saint-Germain fans were no
doubt brimming with confidence
about facing Manchester United
when the Champions League draw was
made nearly two months ago.
Neymar, Edinson Cavani and Kylian
Mbappe were scoring with ease, Marco
Verratti was pulling the strings in midfield, and the club had secured impressive back-to-back wins against Liverpool
and Red Star Belgrade to qualify for the
last 16 at Napoli's expense.
United was struggling under thencoach Jose Mourinho, and creative
players like Paul Pogba were not suited
to his gritty and tactically stifling
approach.
Now the tables have been turned,
and injury-hit PSG's trip to Old Trafford

P

has taken on a daunting dimension.
United is unbeaten since Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer took charge and Pogba, so
unhappy under Mourinho, can't stop
smiling. Or scoring.
Pogba got one of France's goals in
the World Cup final win against Croatia
last year, and always had an eye for goal
when playing for Juventus.
Even more so now. He netted twice
in Saturday's 3-0 win at Fulham and has
11 league goals so far.
CONTRASTING FORTUNES
While Saturday afternoon was good
for United, Saturday evening proved to
be awful for PSG.
In a matter of hours, the complexion of Tuesday's game changed even further. Already missing Neymar because
of a right foot injury, the French cham-

QUESTIONABLE CHOICES
Circumstances and
choices, not just
Man United vs PSG injuries, have made for
increasingly diffiLive from 1:30am IST an
cult situation at PSG.
SONY TEN 2 NETWORK
The problems in
midfield, for example, could
have been resolved far earlier by bringing
Adrien Rabiot back into the side.
But Tuchel has been told that Rabiot
— who is in a disagreement with sportpion lost two more players.
ing director Antero Henrique — is not to
Cavani, PSG's all-time leading scorbe selected because of a contract wrangle
er, damaged a tendon in his right hip in
that has dragged on .
the 1-0 win against Bordeaux, and
With Neymar and Cavani out it
goal-scoring right-back Thomas
means that Mbappe, the French league's
Meunier sustained a mild concussion.
17-goal top scorer, is certain to start at cenThese injuries follow on from midfieldter forward.
er Marco Verratti's sprained ankle three
While United's shaky defense will fear
weeks ago.
facing another of France's World Cup stars,
Facing a pumped-up and revitalized
they may be less worried about his strike
United lineup at Old Trafford would
partner. If Tuchel goes with a 4-4-2 forhave been difficult enough with everymation that is likely going to include the
one fit, but PSG coach Thomas Tuchel
ineffective Eric-Maxim Choupo-Moting.
has problems in every position except
Tuchel could be tempted to innovate
goalkeeper. There, at least, he has the
by using Julian Draxler in a 4-5-1, with the
reassuring presence of Italy great
Germany winger effectively operating as
Gianluigi Buffon.
a playmaker behind Mbappe. But Draxler's
But Tuchel is missing two of his best
versatility suits Tuchel elsewhere and he
three forwards, and he isn't even sure if
could be chosen in central midfield,
Verratti will be ready for a game of such
especially if Verratti does not start.
intensity having played only 58 minutes

Juventus consolidate top spot

AFP n MILAN

ristiano Ronaldo headed in his 18th
league goal this season as Juventus
C
bounced back from last week's stalemate
to soar to an 11-point lead in Serie A on
Sunday with a 3-0 win at Sassuolo.
Ronaldo proved decisive, scoring
after 70 minutes as Sami Khedira found
the net first in Modena with fellow
German Emre Can slotting in the third
four minutes from time.
The Serie A champions had been
held by Parma last week despite the
Portugese forward's double.
Now they have left second-placed
Napoli trailing after Carlo Ancelotti's
side were held to a goalless draw at
Fiorentina on Saturday.
Paulo Dybala again started on the
bench coming on late for the champions, to help set up the third goal, with
coach Massimiliano Allegri saying he
needed to find the right balance.
"Ronaldo and Dybala can certainly play together and they will do,
but we need everyone to work hard
in order to keep the team balanced,"
said Allegri.
"It all depends on who you are
playing against. Sassuolo have a strong
midfield, so I had to balance my team

that way today.
"Players are disappointed,
but every now and then sitting on
the bench is necessary to recharge
batteries and rediscover the right
mental toughness."
Juventus broke through after
Sassuolo goalkeeper Andrea Consigli
rushed out to parry a Ronaldo shot leav-

PRAJNESH BREAKS
TOP-100 BARRIER

PTI n NEW DELHI

TER STEGAN DENIES
BARCA SETBACK
AFP n BILBAO

ionel Messi was short
of fitness and
L
Barcelona lacked spark as
a goalless draw away to
Athletic Bilbao on Sunday offered
fresh hope to their rivals in the
title race.
A thigh injury had limited
Messi to 27 minutes against
Real Madrid on Wednesday and
while he played the full match at San
Mames, Barca's assistant coach Jon
Aspiazu had admitted before kick-off
he was not yet 100 per cent.
In all likelihood, he stayed on
because his team needed him but
Messi was not at his best and neither
were Barcelona, who would even
have lost had it not been for Marc
Andre ter Stegen's stunning late save to
deny Inaki Williams.
The draw makes it three games without a win for La Liga's leaders, whose
advantage is still six points but now with
Real Madrid their closest challengers, after
they beat Atletico on Saturday.
That was Real's fifth league victory on

Prajnesh Gunneswaran plays a shot during Davis
Cup match against Italy
PTI

followed by a long injury break.
He is now placed 156 behind
Ramkumar Ramanathan, who rose to 128
with a jump of five places. At number
four, is Saketh Myneni (255, +5) and following him is another talent from the
South Sasi Kumar Mukund, who jumped
22 places to reach career-best 271.
In the doubles, Rohan Bopanna
stayed put at 37 and was followed by his
partner Divij Sharan (39, +1), Leander
Paes (75, +7), Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan
(77, +2) and Purav Raja (100, +3).
In the WTA charts, Ankita Raina
continues to be country's top singles player at number 165 after climbing three
places in the ladder and was followed by
Karman Kaur Thandi, who dropped a
place to 211.

the bounce and just as they have
gained momentum, Barca appears
to be losing theirs, at a crucial juncture, with more stern tests to
come.
After Real Valladolid at
home next weekend,
Ernesto Valverde's side
travel to Lyon in the
Champions League and
Sevilla in the league.
They then face two
Clasicos in four days, one
in the Copa del Rey, and both
at the Santiago Bernabeu.
Injuries have not helped.
Messi was picked but not
fully recovered while
Ousmane Dembele was fit
enough only for the bench,
having shaken off an ankle
injury.
The struggling Philippe
Coutinho retained his place
alongside Luis Suarez and Messi
up front but Arturo Vidal came
in for the injured Arthur Melo
and Nelson Semedo started at left
back, with Jordi Alba suspended.

MIDDLESEX SIGN RAHMAN FOR T20 BLAST
London: Afghan spin-bowling teenage sensation Mujeeb
Ur Rahman will play for English county Middlesex in their
T20 campaign next season, the club announced on
Monday. The 17-year-old — who has taken 54
international wickets in all formats since making his debut
aged 16 — will hope to make the same impact his
compatriot Rashid Khan did at Sussex last year.
"Middlesex Cricket is today delighted to announce the
signing of Mujeeb Ur Rahman for this season's Blast
campaign," the county said in a statement. "The 17-yearold spinner becomes head coach Stuart Law's first
signing of the summer and will be available for the entire
Blast campaign. "He will join up with the Middlesex squad
in early July to prepare for the tournament ahead."

YOUNG SIGNS NEW MAN UTD DEAL
Manchester: Ashley Young has signed a new one-year
contract with Manchester United, the Premier League club
announced on Monday. The versatile Young, 33, had only
a few months left on his existing deal but had stated his
desire to stay at Old Trafford. The England international
joined United in 2011 from Aston Villa and has made 227
appearances for the club, scoring 17 goals and winning a
clutch of trophies including the Premier League and
Europa League. He has established himself as a key
member of the United squad and has made 25
appearances this season, scoring once. Last year Young,
whose contract will keep him at Old Trafford until the end
of the 2019/20 season, helped England reach the semifinals of the World Cup, and he has been capped 39 times.

MCMILLAN TO QUIT AS NZ BATTING COACH
Wellington: Former international Craig McMillan
announced on Monday that he will step down as New
Zealand batting coach after this year's World Cup in
England and Wales. McMillan said the conclusion of the
showpiece tournament was the right time to move on
after five years in the job, including helping New Zealand
reach the final of the 2015 World Cup. "It's been a
privilege to be able to work with the likes of Brendon
McCullum, Kane Williamson and Ross Taylor day-in and
day-out and to see the records they've accomplished has
been very satisfying," he said. The 42-year-old said he
would pursue other coaching opportunities after the
World Cup but did not specify what they might be.

BREMEN ROUTS AUGSBURG 4-0
Wellington: Werder Bremen continued its birthday
celebrations with a 4-0 rout of Augsburg in the Bundesliga
on Sunday. Bremen thrashed Borussia Dortmund in the
German Cup on Tuesday with its biggest league win of the
season. Milot Rashica scored two goals, getting Bremen
off the mark in the fifth minute and claiming his second a
minute after Johannes Eggestein made it 2-0 in the 27th.
Kevin Moehwald got Bremen's fourth in the 83rd. The win
helped Bremen consolidate 10th spot.
Agencies

Romania send Czech Republic packing Cummins wins Allan
AFP n PARIS

omania reached the Fed Cup
semi-finals for the first time on
R
Sunday with a 3-2 win over defend-

eaping rewards of his consistent performance, Prajnesh Gunneswaran
R
on Monday broke into men's singles top100 for the first time in his career with a
jump of six places that took him to 97.
Prajnesh is only third Indian player
to break into the top-100 barrier in the
past decade after Somdev Devvarman
and Yuki Bhambri.
The gritty left-hander, who had a brilliant 2018 season, reached the semifinals
of the ATP Chennai Challenger last week
to ensure his entry into the coveted bracket.
"It's a good milestone for me. I have
worked very hard to get here hopefully
it be first of many (targets) this season. I
have set a lot of goals and would like to
get those. It's a good start to the year,
could have been better but I will take this,"
Prajnesh said.
If Prajnesh can maintain his rank
inside top-100, it will secure him entry
into Grand Slam singles main draws.
In recent times, only Yuki managed
to make the top-100 grade. The immensely talented Yuki has been unfortunate
with injuries that halted his progress.
Every time he entered the top-100, it was

ing the way clear for Khedira to turn in
the rebound after 23 minutes.
Consigli denied Federico
Bernardeschi just before the break with
a Khedira header flying wide.
But Portuguese star Ronaldo
jumped highest after 70 minutes to meet
Pjanic's corner for his fourth goal in his
last three league games to bring his tally
to 20 goals for Juventus in all competitions.
The 34-year-old celebrated by mimicking Dybala's 'mask' goal celebration.
Argentine Dybala came off the bench
seven minutes from time along with Can
and was involved in the buildup for the
final goal with Ronaldo proving the
assist.
At San Siro, AC Milan beat Cagliari
3-0, with new signings Lucas Paqueta
and Krzysztof Piatek both scoring.
Cagliari defender Luca Ceppitelli
gave the hosts their first with an unfortunate own goal after 12 minutes.
Brazilian Paqueta volleyed in the
second after 22 minutes with Polish forward Piatek again finding the net after
62 for his fourth goal in all competitions.
Paqueta dedicated his first goal in Italy
to the ten victims of the fire that ripped
through buildings at Rio club Flamengo,
where he started his career.

COPING IN DEFENSE
United's attack is brimming with
confidence.
PSG's defense must cope with
speed, skill and power when facing
internationals Marcus Rashford,
Anthony Martial and Romelu
Lukaku.
Stopping the midfield supply
line to them, or to Chile star Alexis
Sanchez if he is selected, is vital. Tuchel,
therefore, needs strong holding midfielders against Pogba, Ander Herrera and
Nemanja Matic — an impressive trio
blending strength, tenacity and technique.
It might mean moving defender
Marquinhos into the center of midfield,
alongside Verratti, Draxler or the recently-signed Leandro Paredes.
Yet picking Marquinhos would
deprive PSG of its best and most consistent center half. Tuchel may have no
choice, especially considering Paredes
has played only three games for the club
— two as substitute — since joining from
Zenit St Petersburg.
It's all potentially confusing for Tuchel.
But while Tuchel has mitigating circumstances, he was hired to reach at least
the semifinals of the competition, after
Unai Emery and Laurent Blanc were fired
for their perceived failures in Europe.

Tehran: Woefully out of sorts in the domestic I-League
season, Minerva Punjab FC will make their maiden
continental foray when they take on Iranian side Saipa FC
in a preliminary round match of the AFC Champions
League on Tuesday. Minerva, who got the chance to play
in this preliminary stage of Asia's elite club competition as
2017-18 I-League winners, have been struggling whole of
this domestic season with just three wins from 16
matches while losing eight games. They are ninth in the
11-team I-League standings and it will require a vastly
improved show at the Shahr-e Qods Stadium if they want
to advance further. If Minerva win on Tuesday, they will
face Qatari side Al Rayyan SC in the play-off match on Feb
19. If they lose, they still have an automatic berth in the
AFC Cup, the second tier continental club competition.

ing champions Czech Republic as
Irina-Camelia Begu and Monica
Niculescu stunned Wimbledon and
French Open winners Barbora
Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova
in a marathon doubles decider.
Begu and Niculescu triumphed
6-7 (2/7), 6-4, 6-4 in a thrilling rubber in Ostrava which lasted just
seven minutes short of three hours.
Krejcikova and Siniakova, the
world's leading pair, trailed a break
early in the final set before hitting
back to 4-4. But the Romanian pair
broke straight back for 5-4 before
Begu, ranked at 35 in doubles,
served out the tie.
The result ended the 10-time
champions Czechs' hopes of making
the Fed Cup semi-finals for an 11th
successive year and represented
their first home defeat in a decade.
Earlier, Simona Halep won the
battle of the former world number
ones with an epic 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 triumph over Karolina Pliskova, the
Czechs' highest-ranked player in the
absence of world number three

Simona Halep celebrates after winning her
singles clash against Pliskova
Fed Cup

Petra Kvitova.
"I am happy to have won against
such a tough opponent," said Halep after
winning her second
singles of the weekend.
"It was my best and biggest win
in the Fed Cup."
Siniakova, who won both her
singles rubbers in the 2018 final triumph over the United States, pulled
the Czechs level by seeing off
Mihaela Buzarnescu 6-4, 6-2.

French Open champion Halep
had said that winning a first Fed
Cup for Romania was now the top
priority on her "bucket list" having
finally broken her Grand Slam
drought in Paris last year.
Romania will now travel to
France in April's semi-finals while
the other last-four clash sees Belarus
up against Australia.
In Liege, Caroline Garcia
crowned her comeback from a twoyear Fed Cup exile by leading
France past Belgium and into a
fourth semi-final in five years.
French number one Garcia
brushed aside Belgium's top player
Elise Mertens 6-2, 6-3 to follow her
opening day three-set win over
Alison Van Uytvanck. Her win gave
two-time champions France an
unassailable 3-0 lead in the
tie before Belgium grabbed
a consolation point in the
dead doubles rubber.
Belarus coasted into the semifinals when world number nine
Aryna Sabalenka defeated Laura
Siegemund 6-1, 6-1 for an unassailable 3-0 lead over Germany in
Braunschweig.
The semi-finals take place on
the weekend of April 20-21.

Border Medal

IANS n DUBAI

acer Pat Cummins and
women's wicket-keeper
P
Alyssa Healy claimed the major
honours at the 2019 Australian
Cricket Awards announced on
Monday.
Healy received the Belinda
Clark Award, as well as the ODI
and T20I Player of the Year
awards while Cummins was the
recipient of the much-coveted
Allan Border Medal.
The Australian wicketkeeper was the standout candidate after a sensational year
across formats.
In March, she hit her first
ODI hundred, but it was in
November's ICC Women's
World T20 that she truly came
to the fore.
Healy was pivotal in
Australia's successful campaign,
hitting 225 runs at an average
of 56.25 to be crowned the
Player of the Tournament.
Cummins was the recipient
of the Allan Border Medal, the
award which recognizes

achievements across all three
formats. Much of Cummins'
excellence came in the Test
arena, with the fast bowler collecting 36 wickets in 8 matches across the voting period
from January 9, 2018 to January
7, 2019.
Most recently, Cummins
was in superb form for
Australia in their 2-0 Test series
win over Sri Lanka, the first Test
at the Gabba seeing him collect
match figures of 10/62. The
series also saw Cummins
named one of Australia's vicecaptains.
For his sterling performances with the red-ball,
Nathan Lyon was crowned the
Test Player of the Year, returning 49 wickets across the voting period.
Marcus Stoinis was recognised as Australia's men's ODI
Player of the Year having established himself as a regular
member of the 50-over side,
while Glenn Maxwell was given
the T20 Player of the Year
award for the second time.

