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CAPSULE
VADRA, MOTHER APPEAR
BEFORE ED IN JAIPUR
New Delhi: , Congress president
Rahul Gandhi’s brother-in-law Robert
Vadra and latter’s mother Maureen on
Tuesday appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate at Jaipur in
connection with a probe into an
alleged land scam in Rajasthan’s
Bikaner district. AICC general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
dropped them off at the ED’s zonal
office, taking time off from her fourday Uttar Pradesh trip in a show of
solidarity with her husband.

TRAIN 18’S EXORBITANT
TICKET FARES SLASHED
New Delhi: Rationalising the
fares of Vande Bharat Express or
Train 18, the railways on
Tuesday said an air-conditioned
chair car ticket for a DelhiVaranasi trip would cost `1,760,
instead of `1,850, and the
executive class fare will be
`3,310, instead of `3,520.

JAWAN MARTYRED, ULTRA
KILLED IN J&K ENCOUNTER
Srinagar: A soldier and a militant
were killed in a gunfight in Jammu &
Kashmir’s Pulwama district on
Tuesday, the Army said, denying
earlier reports that two soldiers died.
Defence Ministry spokesman
Colonel Rajesh Kalia said the
operation against an unspecified
number of militants in Ratnipora
village had ended.

TOP MAOIST LEADER, WIFE
OFFER TO SURRENDER
Hyderabad: A top leader of the
banned CPI (Maoist) in
Jharkhand, carrying a cash
reward of `1.25 crore on his
head, has offered to surrender
before Telangana Police along
with his wife, also a Maoist
carrying over `10 lakh award,
official sources said on Tuesday.

17 die in Karol Bagh hotel inferno
Some charred to death, others
asphyxiated; woman, child take
miscalculated plunge to death
SHEKHAR SINGH/CHANDAN
PRAKASH n NEW DELHI

arol Bagh, one of the most
K
frequented business hubs
in the national Capital, witnessed a horrific incident in
which 17 people died while 35
people were injured after a
massive fire broke out at a hotel
on Tuesday. Some of the victims were charred to death and
others were asphyxiated by the
poisonous fumes. A woman
and a child jumped from the
fourth floor to save themselves
from the blaze but they died on
the spot. Most of deaths took
place due to asphyxiation,
authorities said.
Guests at the Hotel Arpit
Palace that is popular with
budget and business travellers,
were unable to use corridors to
escape because of wooden panelling. The hotel didn’t have
proper fire escapes and the
emergency exit door was
locked. “The fire could have
been caused by short-circuit,”
said Delhi Fire Services (DFS)
Chief Fire Officer, Atul Garg.
One of the staff members
said that the hotel was built
around 25 years ago and had 45
rooms. At the time of the incident about 41 rooms were
occupied and there were nearly 53 people inside the hotel. A
group of eight tourists from

Myanmar were also staying at
the hotel. Three of them,
including two women, were
killed and one was injured.
According to Garg, the
blaze first erupted on the first
floor of the hotel around 3.30
am, trapping many guests who
were asleep. Two persons,
including a child, who jumped
from fourth floor of the building in a bid to save themselves
died. They are yet to be identified.
“A call was received at 4.35
am, about an hour after the fire
started and 28 fire tenders
were rushed to the spot. If the
fire department was informed
earlier, life could have been
saved,” said Garg.
“An eyewitness of the incident told us that he saw fire at
first floor. He saw the residents
scurrying to safety to top floor
of the hotel. However, the fire
spread like wildfire due to
wooden interiors in the hotel,
giving them no time to escape.
They were trapped on the
fourth floor,” he said.
Video grabs of the blaze
taken by an eyewitness showed
flames billowing out from the
terrace into the pre-dawn darkness. “A 43-year-old woman
suffered 45 per cent burn
injuries while one person is still
missing.
Continued on Page 7

10-min checkout
delay proves fatal
for Kerala tourists
SHEKHAR SINGH/CHANDAN
PRAKASH n NEW DELHI

t was just a gap of 10 minutes
Itourists
that proved to be fatal for the
from Kerala as they

Tinderbox: Shoddily-built Hotel Arpit Palace on a blaze in Karol Bagh in Delhi on Tuesday

Akhilesh wings clipped for ‘peace’
SP workers run riot as
Govt bars party chief
from taking flight to
Prayagraj on grounds
of law & order issue
PNS n LUCKNOW

amajwadi Party (SP) chief
STuesday
Akhilesh Yadav was on
stopped by authorities
at Lucknow airport from taking flight to to Prayagraj in the
name of law & order, triggering protests by party workers in
Prayagraj, Jaunpur, Jhansi,
Kannauj, Balrampur, Jalaun,
Azamgarh and Gorakhpur,
where SP supporters smashed
windscreens of vehicles and
clashed with the police.
Akhilesh hit back at UP
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
over the latter’s comments that
his Prayagraj visit could have
triggered violence. He alleged,
“I was stopped from boarding
a flight to Prayagraj to attend
a students’ union programme.
I haven’t been given a reason
why but it occurred to the pow-

Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav being prevented by the authorities from
boarding a flight for Prayagraj at Lucknow airport on Tuesday
PTI

ers-that-be that I would create
a law and order problem. They
(BJP) are using this as a cover
to hide their nervousness.”
“If there was a genuine
problem, the police there
would have objected or asked
for a change in my schedule,”
said Akhilesh.
Defending the decision to
prevent Akhilesh from proceeding to Prayagraj, Yogi questioned as to why the SP chief
was so adamant on going to

Prayagraj when the district
administration was apprehensive that his presence could create law and order problems.
“Was he going to create violence there?” Yogi questioned.
“The SP should refrain
from its anarchist activities.
The Allahabad University
administration had given in
writing that Akhilesh’s visit
might create law and order
problem due to the dispute
between student outfits. Hence

the Government took this step,"
he clarified.
Interestingly, the Allahabad
University had already
informed the SP chief that no
politicians were allowed in any
of their programmes. On
Monday, registrar of Allahabad
University had written to
Yadav’s personal secretary in
this regard.
Rajya Sabha proceedings
were disrupted on Tuesday following protests by the SP and
other Opposition parties over
alleged stopping of Akhilesh at
Lucknow airport. In UP, both
Houses were adjourned for
the day after Opposition members in Assembly and Council
protested
against
the
Government on the issue.
Meanwhile, BSP chief
Mayawati termed the incident
as extremely condemnable. She
sought to know whether the
ruling BJP was afraid of the SPBSP alliance as a result of
which it was “resorting to antidemocratic methods”.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said it happened because of “arrogant
attitude of so-called BJP
leaders”.

Naidu meets Prez
to reiterate call
for spl status for
Andhra Pradesh
PNS n NEW DELHI

ndhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu along with TDP MPs
and MLAs met President Ram
Nath Kovind at Rashtrapati
Bhavan on Tuesday and raised
demand for Special Status for
the State. The delegation
marched from Andhra Pradesh
Bhavan to Rashtrapati Bhavan
and presented a memorandum to the President with 18
demands, including the
Bifurcation Act promises and
Special Status to the State.
“We met the President and
apprised him of our demands.
The Central Government has
ignored the Andhra Pradesh
Bifurcation Act promises. The
Modi Government is passing
the time without releasing
grants to the State. For the
development of Hyderabad
there has been a struggle for 60
years and today it stands as a
world-class city,” Naidu said.
Detailed report on P5

A

Pioneer Photo

were almost ready to leave for
Haridwar. The power went off
and before they could plumb it,
thick smoke had enveloped
the hotel. Somshekhar and his
family were caught unaware as
plumes of thick smoke ran
through their floor at Hotel
Arpit Palace. However, a foul
smell created fear and they
realised there was something
amiss. Their plan to visit
Hardwar was in jeopardy.
An
inconsolable
Somshekhar identified the bodies his mother Nalini Amma
(84), elder brother Vidyasagar
(60) and sister Jayashree (53) at
RML Hospital mortuary. They
were missing since the fire
broke out on the second floor,
the floor on which they had
booked rooms no 201,203, 204
and 205.
The family had come from
Ernakulam district in Kerala to
attend a wedding in Ghaziabad.
Besides, Somshekhar, 12 of
his family members were staying at the hotel in Karol Bagh.

Family members of victims who died in
Hotel Arpit Palace fire accident wait
outside the mortuary at RML hospital in
New Delhi on Tuesday
Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer

“We had come from
Ernakulam district in Kerala on
February 7 to attend a wedding
of a relative in Ghaziabad. We
had moved to this hotel on
February 10 and we were planning to go to Haridwar today
morning,” said Somshekhar.
“We all were getting ready
for Haridwar when there was a
sudden power cut. The hotel
staff switched on the generator
and there was heavy smoke and
smell.
Continued on Page 7

First Indian banned by Bar for
war on judicial graft moves SC
J GOPIKRISHNAN n NEW DELHI

a rare instance, the
IwillnSupreme
Court on Friday
hear a petition filed by
Manikandan Chettiar, an advocate from Chennai, against the
life ban imposed on him by the
Bar Council of India.
Chettiar is the first advocate in independent India to be
served such a harsh punishment and the third person in
the 395 years in Indian judicial
history to face such ignominy.
Mahatma Gandhi was served
with life ban against practising
as advocate by the British in
1922 and freedom fighter
Shyamaji Krishna Varma was
the second person to be banned
from law practice in 1909. The
first two decisions of life ban
were imposed by London’s
Inner Temple, the then regulator of the Bar.
“Ironically, both the
Mahatma and Shyamaji were
reinstated by the Inner Temple
posthumously in 1988 and
2015 respectively, 66 years and

106 years, after their being
banned.
The appellant on the other
hand, is challenging the double
life ban imposed upon him
because Republic India’s
Constitutional Law-Courts and
its Bar Councils have both suo
motu imposed the double lifeban on the petitioner since
February 2, 2018 and interim
indefinite ban since September
2015 without being able to
frame a single charge, whatsoever,” said Manikandan
Chettiar in his petition filed in
the SC challenging the decision
of the BCI.
He is represented by noted
lawyer Colin Gonsalves. The
case is listed before a Bench
comprising Justices DY
Chandrachud and Hemant
Gupta.
In Chennai legal circles,
Manikandan (45) is known as
an activist lawyer, who picked
up fights with police and on
some judicial corruption related issues.
He filed several cases seek-

ing probes in cases of alleged
corruption in judiciary. In the
controversial Sankararaman
murder case in 2011, he produced an audio tape as purported evidence of money
transfer to a trial court judge.
In this case, as per
Manikandan’s petition in the
apex court, the current Madras
HC Judge PN Prakash was the
lead lawyer of the accused persons, including late Kanchi
Shankaracharya.
While all accused were
acquitted in the case,
Manikandan continued with
his demand for probe into the
audio tape scandal.
In 2013, advocate Prakash
was elevated as a judge in the
Madras High Court. Two years
later, he took over the case
related to judicial bribing
from trial court and
directed the Tamil Nadu Bar
Council to initiate stringent
action against Manikandan,
though his junior was the actual petitioner.
Continued on Page 7

Rahul cries treason, terms
PM middleman of Ambani

Sit in corner! SC chastises CBI ex-interim chief

It exposes Cong
chief’s height of
shamelessness,
retorts BJP

he Supreme Court in a
T
rare judgment on Tuesday
rejected the apology of former

PNS n NEW DELHI

ongress president Rahul
C
Gandhi continued to attack
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
over the controversial Rafale
fighter jet deal, accusing him of
“treason” and violating the
Official Secrets Act by allegedly acting as industrialist Anil
Ambani’s “middleman” in the
Rafale contract.
In his second Press conference in less than a week on
the controversy, Rahul came
out with a fresh allegation and
shared an email to claim Anil
Ambani was aware of the deal
days before India and France
finalised it.
Ambani’s
Reliance

Congress president Rahul Gandhi
addresses a Press conference at AICC
office in New Delhi on Tuesday
PTI

Defence, however, said the
“proposed MoU” mentioned in
a purported email cited by the
Congress president was a reference to its cooperation with
Airbus Helicopter and had “no
connection” with the Rafale
fighter jet contract.
The BJP dismissed the allegations as height of shamelessness and irresponsibility on the
part of the Congress president,
and asserted that the e-mail he
cited to criticise the Prime
Minister referred to some
chopper deal and not the purchase of the fighter aircraft.
Continued on Page 7

PNS n NEW DELHI

interim CBI Director M
Nageswara Rao and agency
top law officer S Bhasuram and
awarded them day-long courtroom detention for “brazen”
contempt of its orders and
asked them to sit in a corner of
the court till it rises for the day.
The punishment is reminiscent
of the classroom rebuke generally handed out to students
by teachers for indiscipline.
Strongly rebuking the two
officials, the SC also imposed
a fine of `1 lakh each for
transferring out an officer who
was probing the Bihar shelter
homes sexual assault cases
despite an embargo put by the
apex court.
Sparing Rao and Bhasuram
jail, the apex court held them
guilty for “wilfully disobeying”
its orders by transferring CBI
Joint Director AK Sharma, as
Additional Director General of
CRPF on January 18.

“In our considered view, it
is a case where contempt has
been committed by both the
then acting CBI Director, MN
Rao, and the director prosecution (of the agency)” said a
Bench headed by Chief Justice
of India Ranjan Gogoi.
Rao and Bhasuram, who
on Monday had already tendered unconditional and
unqualified apologies for their
roles in the transfer of Sharma,
were in for a rude shock as the
Bench expressed its mind on
their culpability for contempt
at the outset. Holding them
guilty of contempt of court, the
Bench, also comprising justices
LN Rao and Sanjiv Khanna,
said, “We could not have done
anything else”.
“We have heard Rao and
Bhasuram for commission of
contempt of court and we
impose one lakh fine and sentence them till the rising of the
court. Go to one corner of the
court and sit down till the rising of this court,” the
Bench noted.
Both remained in a corner

of the CJI’s courtroom till 4 pm,
the normal working hours of
the judicial side of the apex
court. They also remained seated during the lunch session.
The Bench did not allow
Attorney General KK Venugopal’s request that the two officers be allowed to leave even at
3.40 pm — 20 minutes ahead
of time. The CJI responded
furiously to Venugopal’s plea
saying, “What’s this? Do you
want us to sentence him till the
rising of the court tomorrow?
Go and sit where you were.”
Before passing the order in
the pre-lunch session, the
Bench told Rao and Bhasuram
they have been held guilty of
contempt of court and it was
not accepting their unconditional and unqualified apologies. At the outset, the Attorney
General, appearing for CBI
and its officers, referred to the
noting on the file related to the
transfer of Sharma and said
that it was a case of “error of
judgment” on Rao’s part as he
had acted on the “incorrect
legal advice”.

“It is not wilful. Facts are
little muddled... Rao has put
himself to the mercy of
this court,” Venugopal said and
sought leniency from
the Bench.
“Let us see the sequence of
events. From the note of the
Acting (CBI) Director, this
much is obvious that he knew
that there was an order of the
Supreme Court (against the
transfer of the CBI officer). He
also seeks the opinion of the
legal adviser,” the Bench said.
Later, Rao approved the
relieving order of the CBI officer without “satisfying” himself
whether the sanction of the
court has been secured or not
and “if this is not the contempt
then what is contempt,” the
bench said, adding “the axe falls
on the Supreme Court orders”.
“He is the Acting Director
of the CBI...Would the heavens
have fallen if the relieving
orders were passed after taking
the Supreme Court into confidence,” the furious CJI
remarked.
Continued on Page 7

File Photo

city 02

LUCKNOW | WEDNESDAY | FEBRUARY 13, 2019

UP to conduct fresh survey for
health scheme meant for poor
Bundelkhand, Vindhyachal
to get piped potable water
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

ith an aim to reach out to
poor people, the state
government has decided to
conduct a new survey of social
and economically-deprived
people so that they can avail
benefits of the Ayushman
Bharat scheme by including
those beneficiaries who have
been left out because they are
not part of the Social Economic
and Caste Census (SECC) carried out in 2011.
The decision was taken
during the Cabinet meeting
held on Tuesday. A highlyplayed source said that it was
discussed during the Cabinet
meeting that many beneficiaries of the Ayushman Bharat
scheme were left out because

W

they were not part of the SECC.
So, the government decided to
go for a new survey and extend
benefits of the scheme to the
people who deserve to get it but
are left out.
“The survey carried out by
Rural Development department has shown that over 10
lakh people have been deprived
of this benefit. The District
Magistrate has been made the
nodal agency to carry out the
survey,” the official said.
Under this highly ambitious scheme, the poor are eligible for around `5 lakh treatment in state-run or the
empanelled private hospitals.
Major treatments like that
of kidney, heart and liver are

done under this scheme.
Earlier, the poor identified
under the SECC were eligible
but many of the beneficiaries
were left out raising a big
question over the success of
the project. "The BJP government has made an attempt to
extend this benefit to all who
need it and, therefore, has
decided to carry out a survey,"
the government official said.
In another decision, the
government has decided to
expedite the process to provide piped potable water to
people in Bundelkhand and
Vindhyachal regions of the
state. The consultants have
been appointed to finalise the
projects in seven districts of
Bundelkhand regions and two
of Vidhayachal regions. The
government has earmarked `
736.89 crore for this scheme.
The government has also
introduced land pooling system for Awas Vikas to meet
the demand of land for construction of residential houses. As a pilot project, the land

pooling will start with 25 acre
of land. The project will have
a 18-metre road designed for
the residential colony.
In another decision, the
government has also decoded
to extend the air strip in
Ayodhya airport. The government has earmarked `640
crore for this project.
The government has also
decided to extend benefits in
land acquisition to Hindustan
Fertilisers and Chemical Ltd
in Gorakhpur.
The company will get
waiver on the stamp duty.
The government has also
approved the revised estimate
for the construction of Ram
Manohar Lohia Institute of
Medical Sciences in Lucknow.
Over `382 crore has been
approved for this project.
The state Cabinet has also
given an approval to Uttar
Pradesh micro and small technology (upgradation) scheme.
It has also sanctioned extension of date for relief to sugar
industries.

Akhilesh issue grounds both Houses
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

oth Houses of UP state legislature were adjourned for
B
the day after opposition members in Assembly and Council
questioned the state government’s intention of stopping
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav from going to
Prayagraj.
Akhilesh was prevented
from boarding a chartered
flight to Prayagraj from
Lucknow’s Chaudhary Charan
Singh Airport at Amausi citing
Prayagraj District Magistrate’s
report that the former UP
CM's visit might create a law
and order problem at
Allahabad University and the
city where Kumbh Mela was
underway.
Akhilesh was scheudled to
go to Prayagraj to attend a
function of Allahabad
University Students' Union and
felicitation by Akhara Parishad

for successfully holding the
2013 Kumbh Mela.
The SP legislatures termed
the detention as 'undeclared
emergency' and continued slogan shouting inside the Well in
both Houses. When they
refused to obey the plea of the
Chair, both Houses were
adjourned for the day.
In
the
Assembly,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Suresh Khanna said that a section of Allahabad University
Students’ Union (AUSU) had
said that no political leader be
allowed to take part in the students' union’s swearing-in ceremony. In AUSU, the president
is from the youth wing of the
SP, while the secretary is from
ABVP, the youth outfit of the
BJP.
“The District Magistrate of
Prayagraj had sent a letter saying there could be students'
unrest if Akhilesh came to the
university. Based on that report.

the SP chief was informed on
Monday and was advised not to
go to Prayagraj. Despite that, he
went to the airport, but fearing
law and order problem he was
not allowed to fly to Prayagraj,”
Khanna said as the whole
opposition in the Assembly,
comprising Samajwadi Party,
BSP and Congress members,
rose on their feet and raised
slogans against the government.
It started suddenly during
Question Hour when Narendra
Verma (SP) stood up suddenly saying that democracy was in
peril and Akhilesh Yadav had
been arrested.
Speaker Hriday Narain
Dikshit tried to persuade
members not to disrupt
Question Hour, but the agitated SP members refused to
budge forcing the Speaker to
adjourn the House till 1220 pm.
After the adjournment, the
SP members squatted in the

Well of the House and refused
to move from there. They were
later joined by BSP members
too. Amid slogans by SP- BSP
members against the government and counter sloganeering
by BJP members, the Chair
completed the agenda of the
House and adjourned it for the
day.
Similarly, in the Council,
initially the House was
adjourned till 11.35 am over
the hooch incident. But when
it reassembled, Leader of
Opposition Ahmed Hasan
alleged that 'undemocratic' BJP
was trying to impose emergency-like situation in the state.
Later, chairman of the
Council Ramesh Yadav
adjourned the House till 12
noon. But even after the lunch
break, the SP, who is in the
majority in the Upper House,
continued to agitate, forcing the
Chair to adjourn it for the
entire day.

Priyanka meets
party leaders
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

fter stirring up political
rivals through her maiden
A
road show with brother and
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi a day before in
Lucknow, AICC general secretary (incharge of UP East)
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra commenced her Parliamentary constituency-wise meetings with
party leaders at the state
Congress office on Mall Avenue
on Tuesday.
Earlier, on Monday evening,
Priyanka airdashed to Jaipur to
be with husband Robert Vadra,
who was there for quizzing by
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
officials. She flew back to the
state capital around 1 pm on
Tuesday.
However, as soon as
Priyanka started interacting with
party leaders, hundreds of leaders from several districts manhandled Sewa Dal leaders
entrusted to control a gatecrash
and shouted slogans alleging that
local leaders ignored seasoned
workers and brought their
cronies to interact with Priyanka.
As the situation worsened,
state Congress chief Raj Babbar
came out and defused the situation assuring that no decision
on party ticket would be taken
on Tuesday. “Priyanka is just
interacting with sitting and former Congress MPs, legislators,
and incharges of districts, wards
etc. No one else was participating in it,” Babbar clarified.
He assured agitated workers
that Priyanka would visit their
respective parliamentary constituencies and interact with all
those seeking tickets.
After Babbar’s appeal, the
supporters called off their
protest. Another AICC general
secretary and incharge of UP

West Jyotiraditya Scindia started the meeting at the state party
headquarters at 'Nehru Bhawan'
on Tuesday morning and
around noon, he went to
Amausi airport to receive
Priyanka. He interacted with
leaders from Saharanpur.
After Priyanka's arrival at
the Jawahar Bhawan, both leaders busied themselves in holding
meeting with leaders from various Lok Sabha constituencies.
While Priyanka met leaders
at the conference hall on the first
floor, Scindia went through the
process at an adjoining room.
"There was some changes in Lok
Sabha seatwise meetings and the
schedule was redone due to
delay in Priyanka's arrival. The
Dhaurara Lok Sabha seat being
supervised by Priyanka was
handed over to Scindia and, similarly, several other seats were
changed," he said.
There are around 20 leaders
in each Lok Sabha constituency
and Priyanka noted down their
views on the party's strength at
the grassroot level and allowed
participants to speak out their
minds for around an hour.
“Priyanka was asking the leaders ways and means to strengthen the party at the grassroot and
asked them to be free to speak
about the party's weakness and
their problems,” revealed former
MP from Unnao Anu Tandon,
who participated in once such
meeting. She said that Priyanka
had infused a new energy in
workers and they all were now
ready to fight with full strength.
Priyanka is likely to continue her
meeting with Congressmen till
late on Tuesday night along
with Scindia, though it was not
confirmed yet whether she
would stay back for the night in
Lucknow or again go to Jaipur
or Delhi.

‘Shahi snan' account for
over 50 pc Kumbh pilgrims
PTI n ALLAHABAD

he three ‘shahi snan’ held
during the ongoing Kumbh
T
this year accounted for more
than 50 per cent of the total pilgrims and visitors to the
Sangam city, according to the
Mela administration.
It said, so far over 16.44
crore people have taken a dip
during the Kumbh, the largest
congregation in the world.
Of these, more than 9 crore
people have taken a dip on the
three ‘shahi snan’ — Makar
Sankranti on January 15 (2.25
crore); Mauni Amawasya on
February 4 (5.50 crore); and
Basant Panchami on February
10 (1.50 crore), the administration said.
On Paush Poornima on
January 21, 1.07 crore pilgrims
had taken a dip in Sangam area,
but that did not fall under the
category of ‘shahi snan’.
According to a booklet
published by the UP
Information department, the
number of pilgrims visiting
the Kumbh was initially estimated to be 12 crore.
However, UP Cabinet minister and leader of SBSP

(Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party) Om Prakash Rajbhar
questioned the statistics of the
pilgrims turning up at congregation.
“On what basis are they
(government) claiming that
around 15 crore people have
visited the Kumbh Mela? Can
they tell which route has been
opted by the devotees and pilgrims, while arriving to the
Kumbh and departing from it?”
Rajbhar posed while talking to
reporters.
According to Akhil
Bharatiya Akhara Parishad
(ABAP) president Narendra
Giri, There are three shahi
snaans (royal bathing days)
out of the six bathing dates during the Kumbh Mela. The
shahi snan are held on Makar
Sankranti, Mauni Amawasya
and Basant Panchami.
The three Parv snan are
Paush Poornima (January 21),
Maghi Poornima (February
19) and Mahashivratri (March
4). The 2019 Kumbh Mela
commenced on January 15 on
Makar Sankranti — first
bathing day. Mahashivratri on
March 4 will mark the last
bathing day.

Explosives in bus
cause panic

SP workers burning poster of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath outside the party office on Tuesday

Yogi defends action
against Akhilesh
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

hief Minister Yogi
Adityanath questioned as
to why Samajwadi Party
national chief Akhilesh Yadav
was so adamant on going to
Prayagraj when the district
administration was apprehensive that his presence could
create law and order problems.
“Was he going to create violence there?” Yogi questioned.
The Chief Minister said
that Akhilesh had gone to
Prayagraj 10 days back and
suddenly wanted to go there
again even as the authorities
said that his presence could
create law and order problem.
“We will not compromise
with the law and order at any
cost and whoever the person
might be,” Yogi told media
persons in Lucknow on

C

Tuesday.
“The SP should refrain
from its anarchist activities.
The Allahabad University
administration had given in
writing that Akhilesh’s visit
might create law and order
problem due to the dispute
between student outfits.
Hence the government took
this step,” he clarified.
State BJP general secretary Vijay Bahadur Pathak
blamed the SP for trying to
‘create’ violence in the name
of participating in the AUSU
function on Tuesday.
“It is an old habit of SP
leaders and their rowdy aides
to create law and order problems. Even as the BJP was trying to maintain law and order
at any cost, these SP leaders
were trying to take political
mileage out of the issue,”
Pathak quipped.

Pioneer

Lucknow (PNS): Panic
gripped Chitrakoot after an
unclaimed bag full of explosives
was found abandoned inside a
bus at Karbi bus station on
Tuesday morning.
The local police, along with
senior officers, later rushed to
the spot and after finding that
the bus was scheduled to go to
Prayagraj, they alerted their
counterparts, especially due to
the ongoing Kumbh Mela at
Sangam City.
Someone informed police
control room in Chitrakoot
that some bags were lying
unclaimed in a bus at Karbi bus
station on Tuesday morning.
The police reached the spot and
found a bag containing about 25
kg of explosives.

Undemocratic,
says Mayawati
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

he detention of Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
T
at Amausi airport in Lucknow
on Tuesday while on his way to
Prayagraj invited the ire of
BSP chief Mayawati, who
termed the incident as
extremely condemnable. She
sought to know whether the
ruling BJP was afraid of the SPBSP alliance as a result of
which it was 'resorting to antidemocratic methods'.
Describing the episode as
'an example of total dictatorship of the BJP government,
Mayawati said in a press
release: "This is very unfortunate and this undemocratic
step will be fought at all levels.
The BJP governments at the
Centre and in UP were so
afraid of the BSP-SP truck that

they were resorting to antidemocratic methods to curb
our political activities," she
charged. The SP and the BSP
recently forged an alliance for
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections.
Earlier, Akhilesh claimed
that he was forcibly stopped at
the Amausi airport by officials
without relevant papers and
tweeted his ire and also posted photographs on his handle.
Later, the incident also rocked
the Uttar Pradesh Legislature.
Meanwhile, resentment in
the BSP over ticket distribution
further reared its head with
Deoria leaders taking to the
streets to protest on Tuesday.
After BSP chief appointed
Vinod Jaiswal as incharge of
Deoria, former candidate from
the seat Niyaz Khan and his
supporters took to the streets.
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Health camps set up as 6 more
diagnosed with H1N1 infection
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

fresh cases of swine flu
reported from the city
Son ixwere
Tuesday. The cases were
reported from Ashiyana
Colony, Vijay Nagar and
Telibagh. District surveillance
officer KP Tripathi said four of
the patients were isolated at
home while two were admitted
to SGPGI. The Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) organised
health camps in Aliganj,
Indiranagar and Alambagh on
Tuesday to spread awareness
about the precautions to be
taken to prevent the spread of
swine flu.
Tripathi said the officials
had been given the case list and
advised that they should track
the fever cases close to the incidents which had already
occurred and find out if there
were any fever cases which
were prevalent in that area so
that immediate action could be
taken and the spread of the disease curtailed.”
“The camp has also been
set up so that the people can get
information about swine flu
from it,” he added.
The officer said that he had
contacted the DIOS and the
BSA so that the information
could be disseminated to the
students in schools. “The children who have fever or cold
should not be allowed to come
to the school and their exam-

A health and awareness camp set up to prevent the spread of swine flu

inations or tests should be
rescheduled,” he said.
Officials said that influenza (also known as flu) was a
contagious respiratory illness
caused by the flu virus. It could
cause mild to severe illness and
at times could also lead to
death, they added.
Symptoms of flu are different from a cold. Flu usually
comes on suddenly. People
who are afflicted with flu
often feel some or all of these
symptoms which include fever
or feeling feverish, chills,
cough, a sore throat, running
or stuffy nose, muscle or body
aches, headache and fatigue
and some people may have
vomiting and diarrhoea,
though these symptoms are
more common in children than

adults.It’s important to note
that not everyone with flu will
have a fever. Most people who
catch flu recover in a few days
or in a period less than two
weeks but some people can
develop complications such as
pneumonia as a result of flu
which can be life-threatening
and result in death.
Sinus and ear infections are
examples of moderate complications from flu while pneumonia is a serious flu complication
which can result from either
influenza virus infection alone
or from a co-infection of the flu
virus and bacteria. Other possible serious complications triggered by flu can include inflammation of the heart, brain or
muscle tissues and multiple
organ failure.

Flu virus infection of the
respiratory tract can trigger an
extreme
inflammator y
response in the body and can
lead to sepsis, body’s life-threatening response to an infection.
Flu also can make chronic
medical problems worse. For
example people with asthma
may experience asthmatic
attacks while they have flu, and
people with chronic heart disease may experience a worsening of this condition triggered
by flu.
Tripathi said that the timely management and treatment
of the disease was important so
that complications did not
occur if one had swine flu and
hence stress was being laid on
awareness. Anyone can get
afflicted with flu and serious
problems related to it can happen at any age but some people are at high risk of developing serious flu-related complications if they get sick. They
include people who are 65
years old or older, people of any
age with certain chronic medical conditions such as asthma,
diabetes or heart disease, pregnant women and children
younger than five years but
especially those younger than
two years. Tripathi said that it
was important to get the children and the pregnant women
vaccinated for the disease so
that they did not suffer unnecessarily.

Thieves make
off with cash,
jewellery from
two houses
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

aking advantage of laxity in
police patrolling, thieves
T
targeted two houses in Indira

Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh Sharma carried out a surprise inspection of UP Board examination centres on Tuesday. He
visited MD Shukla Inter College in Nakkhas and Mahila Inter College in Aminabad. He also inspected the CCTV cameras,
voice recorders and all the arrangements at the centres. He directed the officials to ensure that the students did not face any
problem and there was no disturbance. District inspector of schools Mukesh Singh said a girl was caught copying at BakshiPioneer
Ka-Talab Inter College.

Man found hanging at in-laws’
house, kin suspect foul play
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

man was found hanging
under mysterious circumA
stances at his in-laws’ house on
Monday night. Though police
claimed that it was a case of suicide, parents of the deceased
suspected foul play and
demanded a thorough probe.
As per reports, Krishna
Kumar Soni (30) of Muftiganj
locality in Thakurganj was
staying with his wife Sonia and
their children at her in-laws’
house in Behta village. Around
8 pm on Monday, Krishna
Kumar was found hanging
from a latch fixed on top of a
door with a rope tied around
his neck. After the incident,
Sonia called Krishna’s elder
brother Pawan Soni and
informed him. “When we
reached the house, we found
Krishna hanging with his backside touching the floor. We

Deceased’s brother
Pawan Soni
alleged that a look
at the crime scene
suggested that
Krishna was killed
and hanged later
were surprised as it appeared to
be a made-up case. A look at
the crime scene suggested that
Krishna was killed and hanged
later,” Pawan alleged.
However, Krishna’s brother-in-law Raj insisted that the
former ended his life on

Monday night. “We immediately informed the police,” he
added. Police said Krishna’s
mother-in-law Lalita Soni had
given information about the
incident to them in writing.
“Krishna’s parents have
alleged foul play but they are
yet to lodge a complaint in this
regard. The body has been
sent for autopsy which will
ascertain the cause of death. If
any complaint is filed, investigations will be conducted,” a
police spokesman said. He
added that the police would
initiate action if the autopsy
revealed foul play.
Krishna had been living
with his in-laws for the last one
year and working with a private
company in Gudamba. It was
alleged that Krishna’s wife and
in-laws used to torture him. His
brother Pawan alleged that
Sonia had forced Krishna to
live at her house.

Nagar and Jankipuram and
decamped with cash and ornaments worth lakhs of rupees.
In Jankipuram, thieves
made off with cash and valuables from the house of a teacher
on Monday night. Reports said
Shailesh Gupta of sector 2 is
employed at a government
school. “My family and I had
gone to a friend’s house in
Alambagh around 8 pm. When
we returned around midnight,
we found the lock at the main
gate broken. I entered the house
and came to know that the
thieves had stolen Rs 42,000 and
ornaments worth over Rs 4
lakh,” Shailesh told the police.
He claimed that the thieves were
present in the house when he
reached there. “I immediately
called the police but by the time
they came, the thieves had
escaped. Surprisingly, the police
did not press the dog squad into
service to know which way the
thieves went,” Gupta said,
adding that the thieves escaped
via back door.
Meanwhile, in Indira Nagar,
burglars broke into the house of
Rajesh Kumar Pandey and
decamped with Rs 40,000 and
ornaments worth lakhs of
rupees. Pandey and his family
had left for Gonda to attend a
wedding on February 8. “My
brother-in-law Madan Mohan
Mishra informed me about the
theft on Monday evening,” he
told the police. Pandey said
that Mishra had to go to New
Delhi for some work on
February 11 and had to collect
some articles from the house in
Indira Nagar. “I gave the house
keys to Mishra and when he
reached my house, he came to
know that it had been burgled,”
he told the police.

Chemical-free jaggery to hit markets soon
as IISR transfers tech to entrepreneurs
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

hemical-free jaggery will soon be
available in the state as Indian Institute
C
of Sugarcane Research (IISR) has transferred its technology to entrepreneurs who
want to set up units for the manufacture
of the product cleansed without chemicals.
IISR media incharge AK Sah said the
manufacturing units were being established in Gorakhpur, Ambedkarnagar
and Farrukhabad by entrepreneurs to
whom the technology has been transferred. “Normally, the jaggery available in
markets is cleansed with soda and hydra
for whitening. But these chemicals are corrosive and can cause diseases besides
impacting the intestine,” he pointed out.
“The jaggery prepared by IISR witnesses vegetable clarification that retains
the vitamins and mineral content, mak-

ing it good for health,” he added.
Meanwhile, on the occasion of
its 68th Foundation
Day, a four-day Ikshu
Fest and an international conference,
‘Sugarcon-2019’, is
being organised jointly by
SSRP and
IISR
on
Februar y
16.
Un d e r
Ikshu Fest,
several
interesting
and informative competitions will be
organised for students

and women. ‘Sugarcon-2019’ is being
organised to address the critical issues
threatening the environmental and
economic sustainability of sugar
industry and green management interventions to
improve the profitability and productivity of
sugarcane vis-à-vis
a reduction in its
cost of production, which will
witness participation by the scientists, industrialists
and policy-makers of over 10-12
sugarcane producing countries of the
world.

Chased by police, Youth preparing for exam ends life
gambling suspect
jumps into Gomti A
river, drowns
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

youth, identified as Neeraj Verma
(26) of Janki Vihar locality in
Gudamba, ended his life at his house on
Monday night. He was preparing for
competitive exams. On Monday night,
he went to sleep in a room after hav-

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

gambling suspect jumped into Gomti
river at Gau Ghat in Thakurganj, allegedA
ly after he and his aides were chased by a police
team on Tuesday evening. The incident
enraged the residents who staged protest outside Satkhanda police outpost and also
indulged in vandalism.
Heavy police force was deployed in the area
to bring the situation under control. Police
resorted to cane-charge to disperse the mob.
The police force was camping in the area as the
situation was tense.
As per reports, seven youths were sitting
near the river and were playing cards. Around
5 pm on Tuesday, someone tipped off police
and a team reached the scene. A police
spokesman said the team blew hooter on arriving the scene. “The youths jumped into the
river out of fear. One of them did not know
how to swim and he drowned. He was fished
out and rushed to KGMU Trauma Centre
where he was declared brought dead,” the
spokesman said. The deceased was identified
as Shadab (30) of DP Bora Colony in
Thakurganj.
Contrary to police claim, residents said the
police raided the place where the youths were
playing cards. “As they saw the cops converge
on the spot, they jumped into the river to evade
arrest. Shadab did not know how to swim and
he drowned. We told the police that a youth
had drowned in the river after which the cops
pressed divers and later the youth was fished
out,” they claimed.
Residents took to streets after the news of
Shadab’s death spread in the locality. They
assembled in huge numbers and marched to
Satkhanda police outpost where they raised slogans against the police and held the cops
responsible for Shadab’s death. They said
Shadab was an e-rickshaw driver and only
earning member of the family.
“Youths often play cards at Gau Ghat on
a regular basis and cops egg them on instead
of taking preventive measures to extort cash
from them in return,” the enraged protesters
alleged. They later tried to forcibly enter the
police outpost. Cops from all police stations
of the Old City were summoned
after which the protesters were confronted.
The police resorted to cane-charge to disperse
the mob. The situation was brought under
controlled and a huge police team, led by
ASP (West) Vikas Tripathi, was camping in
the area.

ing dinner with his family. “On Tuesday
morning, he did not wake up after
which we went into the room and found
him hanging from the ceiling with a
shirt tied around his neck,” his brother Pankaj Verma told the police. No suicide note was recovered from the scene
and the body was sent for autopsy.
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omen should be allowed
to make their choices,
W
said actress Gauhar Khan, who
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was in Lucknow on Tuesday to
launch the trailer of web series
‘Aafat’. Although not a part of
the series, the actress said she
was happy to be launching it.
“The show reflects my ideology as I live as per my choices, whether good or bad. My
failure is my failure and my
success is mine. Women are
not given choices that they
should be and it forms the concept of the show,” she said.
About Lucknow, Gauhar
said she loved the city because
of its cuisine. “I have been to
Lucknow before and I have my
extended family here. I love the
tehzeeb of the city,” she said.

Women must make their choices: Gauhar
Pushtiie Shakti, an actress
who is part of the web series,
said it was about five beautiful
girls with five unusual eccentricities and one common
problem. “The show is
unabashed and hilarious yet a
thought-provoking take on
arranged marriages and what
society perceives to be perfect
bride material,” she pointed
out.
Apart from Pushtiie, the
web series directed by
Shashant Shah stars Chitrashi
Rawat, Nikita Dutta, Anshul
Chauhan, Neelam Sivia,
Sidharth Bhardwaj and Seema
Pahwa in key roles and is
directed by Shashant Shah.

SCHOOLSCAN
ANNUAL FUNCTION

Amicus Academy conducted by Youth Amicus Educational
Society celebrated its annual
function on Tuesday. The chief
guest was rural development
commissioner NP Singh, who
inaugurated the function by
lighting the lamp with other
guests. Tiny-tots dressed as Rani
Laxmi Bai, Tipu Sultan,
Mahatma Gandhi, Bahadur Shah
Zafar, Bhagat Singh left the audience mesmerised. The students
also presented a fairy dance
besides Bollywood dance and
displayed their skills in qawwali,
kalbeliya dance and taekwondo.

VALENTINE’S DAY

Under the leadership of
CMS founders Jagdish Gandhi
and Bharti Gandhi, principals of
all 18 campuses, teachers and
nearly 56,000 students urged
people to observe Valentine’s
Day as Family Unity Day. The
principals appealed to all the
teachers, parents, youths and
people to observe the martyrdom day of St Valentine as
Family Unity Day because he
sacrificed his life for the family
and social unity in 269 AD.
Jagdish Gandhi said the concept
came from foreign countries
and it created much confusion
and social downfall.

waxed her body. Anu, played
by Neelam Sivia, is India’s
modern young woman who
works as a coder in an MNC.
Faiza, played by Chitrashi
Rawat, has a way with words.
She is an aspiring poetess but
one with really colourful language. Aditi, played by Pushtiie,
is an MBA and is born with a

Gauhar Khan and others at the trailer launch of web series ‘Aafat’ in Lucknow on Tuesday

“‘Aafat’ is the story of five
women with having a unique
quirk that many believe to be
imperfection. Their lives run

parallel to each other with a
common thread attached - a
boy who they are meeting
from a marriage agency,”

Pushtiie said.
Ayesha, played by Anshul
Chauhan, is a successful voiceover artiste but she’s never

CBA members protest in
support of their demands

Week-long surgical
edu programme
at KGMU begins
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

n the occasion of 107th
Foundation Day of
O
KGMU’s Surgery department,

Lucknow
(PNS):
Members of the Central Bar
Association took out a protest
march on Tuesday in support
of their demands. A large
number of lawyers, who are
members of the association,
took out the march from
Globe Park and then walked
towards Raj Bhawan to submit
their charter of demands.
Secretary of the association Sanjeev Pandey spoke
about the demands. “All the
Bar Associations of the country should have a chamber,
adequate building, accommodation and sitting facilities
with well-equipped libraries
and e-libraries with internet
facilities, toilets and separate
sitting and toilet facilities for
women advocates. A budgetary allocation of Rs 5,000
crore should be made for the
welfare of the lawyers and lit-

igants in the annual budget of
the union in order to implement the insurance cover for
the lawyers and their families,
stipend for needy new entrants
at the Bar up to 5 years of their
practice and financial protection to lawyers and their
dependents in case of their
untimely death or incapacitation by reason of disease,
accident etc,” he elaborated.
He said that this budgetary fund was to be managed by the State Bar Councils
under the leadership of the
advocate general and chairman of the State Bar Councils
as proposed by the chairman
of Bar Council of India in his
letter to the Prime Minister.
He said that the government
should launch schemes to
acquire lands at cheaper rates
for providing houses to the
advocates.

a week-long surgical education programme was started
under the guidance of HoD
Dr Abhinav Arun Sonkar.
Organising secretar y Dr
Sanjeev Kumar said Tuesday’s
programme was on gastrointestinal surgery, especially
bariatric surgery, a disease of
the upper and lower gastrointestinal tract.
Dr HH Nag from GB Pant
Hospital, New Delhi, presented a video lecture on radical
cholecystectomy for gall bladder cancer. Head of KGMU’s
Surgical Oncology department Dr Arun Chaturvedi
discussed the approach to a
case of obstructive jaundice,
carcinoma gall bladder, with
PG students. Dr Vijay Kumar
and Dr Sameer Gupta from
the same department taught
the students periampullary
carcinoma and carcinoma
esophagus respectively. Dr
Vishal Gupta spoke on bile
duct injury and acute pancreatitis and pseudo cyst of pancreas while Dr Vivek Gupta
surgical anatomy of liver. Dr
Pankaj Kumar (KGMU)
taught the management of
hiatus hernia.

Energy conservation
need of the hour
s winters begin to wane,
the memories of sultry
A
summers, compounded by frequent power cuts and intense
heat, alarm us of the days
ahead. Little do we realise that
our little efforts in conserving
energy may bring us respite.
Global warming, environmental pollution, energy crisis are
all man-made because in
today’s hasty world we have
conveniently overlooked basic
efforts and contributed to the
plight.
This winter, most
Lucknowites may have been
shocked by the fact that the city
of nawabs boasted of being one
of the most polluted cities in the
country, heavy traffic being the
worst offender. As residents
grapple with a Metro city complex more and more two- and
four-wheelers are added to the
roads, adding to fuel consumption and pollution. With public transport on a sticky wicket, Lucknowites prefer their
own conveyance guzzling more
and more fuel. One wonders if
the Metro will bring some
respite. On our part, if people
decide to shun vehicles for one
day a week, things may change
in years ahead. Though energy consumption is need of the
hour, it’s time we brief families
on simple ways to cut down on
power and fuel consumption.
Families can start from home
by adopting simple means, like
using pressure cookers instead
of open vessels, using LED
lamps instead of normal bulbs,
using electrical devices only
when needed and normally
switching off devices rather that
let them be on standby mode.
It is also important to use

alternative forms of energy to
save power. Solar energy, one
form of energy, has gained popularity of late. While rooftops
can be utilised for installation,
few segments of the houses to
start with can be connected to
solary cells. This indeed will see
us save energy and money too.
On its part, the government has initiated several
schemes to offset the cost of
such installations. A certain
motivation can go a long way
in popularising such schemes.
Moreso, thrust needs to be laid
on biogas usage as fuel and
solar pumps in rural areas to
curtail power consumption.
Electric rickshaws, which today
are visible on city streets in large
numbers, need to concentrate
in rural areas for better connectivity and fuel conservation. As
far as the city is concerned, traffic management is a major concern. Effective control is bound
to cut down on the nagging
traffic snarls, thus saving fuel.
The city bus service, which has
so far failed to gain popularity,
needs to be streamlined and an
effective service can compel
commuters to leave their vehicles behind, thus help in saving
energy. While we quickly
blame weather for our agony
little do we realise that its
because of our whimsical
ways, nature hits back at us. To
initiate energy conservation,
its time we act in a responsible manner and inculcate
energy conservation. A better
way forward can also be initiating schoolchildren in conservation of energy and checking carbon emission. It will be
rewarding for a better future
indeed.

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd organised ‘Big New WagonR Mega Delivery Event’ at
Moti Mahal Lawn on the occasion of Basant Panchami on February 10. The
event was inaugurated by general manager Arun Bhati. As many as 100 cars
were delivered to customers. Encouraged by the response by customers, the
company promised to come up with similar events in future.

silver spoon, but is overweight.
Titli, played by Nikita
Dutta, is a talented entrepreneur but she is a divorcee.
About her character,
Pushtiie said Aditi is a girl of
simple dreams. “She wants to
work in HR but dreams of her
dream wedding. She is cute and
graceful and has a calm personality, but is also what we politely call healthy. She is an introvert because because of the
society’s idea of a perfect body.”
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Jaitley hits out at Rahul, says
Naidu takes out protest march, meets Prez Cong peddling lies over Rafale
DEMAND FOR SPECIAL STATUS TO ANDHRA PRADESH

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

day after his fast for the
cause, Andhra Pradesh
A
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Tuesday took his
fight for special status to the
State to the Rashtrapati Bhawan
as he along with TDP MPs and
MLAs met President Ramnath
Kovind and took up the issue
with him.
The delegation marched
from Andhra Pradesh Bhavan
to Rashtrapati Bhavan and presented a memorandum to the
President with 18 demands,
including the Bifurcation Act
promises and special status to
the State.
“We met the President
and apprised him of our
demands. The Central
Government has ignored the
Andhra Pradesh bifurcation
act promises. Modi government is passing the time without releasing grants to the
state. For the development of
Hyderabad there has been a
struggle for 60 years and today
it stands as a world-class city.
On seeing the injustice done to

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu
leads a protest march from Andhra Bhawan to Jantar
Mantar demanding special status for the State in New
Delhi on Tuesday
Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer

Andhra Pradesh many people
went into depression and
recently a physically challenged man Arjun Rao has
committed suicide over the
special status not being granted to the State,” Naidu said at
a press conference.
Naidu said that through a

memorandum he informed the
President that the Central government has failed to fill the revenue deficit gap. He also complained to President that it was
decided in the parliament to
accord special category status to
AP but the BJP Government has
failed to fulfill the demand so

far. The delegation complained
to President over the neglect in
fulfilment of state bifurcation
assurances.
Bringing his battle for special status for his state to the
national Capital, Naidu on
Monday went on a daylong fast
that became a rallying point for

opposition unity for the second
time in less than a month to
take on the BJP ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls.
Naidu, who is trying to
unite opposition parties, has
over the last three months held
a number of meetings with
opposition party leaders on
forming an anti-BJP front. The
TDP pulled out of the NDA
government in March last year
over its refusal to grant special
status to Andhra Pradesh.
He said that a possibility of
pre poll alliance with opposition
parties cannot be ruled out.
“Nothing is decided yet but
possibility of a pre poll alliance
with opposition parties cannot
be ruled out,” Naidu said at Press
conference. Naidu further said
while entire nation extended
solidarity for ‘dharma porata
deeksha’, the YSR Congress
failed to extend support.
Demanding that the
Centre fulfil promises made
during Andhra Pradesh’s bifurcation in 2014, the TDP president has been alleging that
Modi was not following ‘raj
dharma’ by denying the state
special status.

No sovereign guarantee Cong stages walkout in LS over Govt’s
in S-400 missile defence deaf ear to constitute JPC probe
system deal: IAF officials
PNS n NEW DELHI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

ven as political slugfest is on
over media reports that the
Government waived off some
clauses of anti-corruption
penalties and sovereign guarantee in the `58,000 crore
Rafale fighter jet deal with
France, top IAF officers said
here on Tuesday the S-400
missile defence system deal
worth over `45,000 crore with
Russia does not have a “sovereign guarantee” as the process
of inter-Government agreements with countries like
Russia and the US are already
“streamlined.”
This assertion came at a
time when a political controversy erupted over a media
report about Indian government having made concessions by allegedly dropping
some key clauses relating to
anti-corruption penalties and
sovereign guarantee in the controversy-hit Rafale deal. While
opposition parties led by the
Congress raised questions
about such clauses having been
dropped, the ruling BJP and the
government rejected corruption allegations.
In a bid a clear the air on
the issue while replying to a
question here during a press
interaction on the IAF’s fire
power demonstration Vayu
Shakti 2019 at Pokhran ranges
later this week, Air Marshal V
R Chaudhari, Deputy Chief of
the Air Staff, said, “There is no
sovereign guarantee in the S400 deal with Russia.”
IAF’s Vice Chief Air
Marshal Anil Khosla said, “We
have had a lot of acquisitions
from Russians and Americans
earlier. The process of the government-to-government agree-

E

ment with Russia
and America are generally
already streamlined, or should
I say evolved. With other
countries, it may not have
evolved, as the government-togovernment (agreement)...
May have been the first or just
initiated,” he said.
The Hindu newspaper had
reported on Monday that the
multi-billion dollar Rafale deal
saw critical provisions relating
to anti-corruption penalties,
sovereign guarantees and making payments through an
escrow account being dropped
days before the signing of the
inter-governmental agreement
(IGA) in 2016.
The newspaper also said
this was significant because the
government also chose to do
away with a sovereign or bank
guarantee from France and
settled for a letter of comfort,
which is not legally binding,
from the French Prime
Minister.
The S-400 deal was inked
by India with Russia in October
last year to procure a batch of
the missile systems. India
went ahead to seal the deal
despite sanction warnings from
the US. Russia in January had
said there will be no delays in
delivery of the S-400 air
defence systems to India and a
payment mechanism for the
deal is being worked out
Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov, during
his India visit had said the missile systems will significantly
enhance India’s air defence
capability. The government
had informed Lok Sabha earlier this year that it will start
receiving the missile systems
from Russia from October 2020
and the deliveries will be completed by April 2023.

ressing with its demand for
constitution of a Joint
P
Parliamentary Committee to
probe Rafale fighter jet deal, the
Congress Tuesday staged a
walkout in the Lok Sabha when
Government refused to
respond to it.
Alleging corruption,
Congress leader Mallikarjun
Kharge said that a JPC alone
could detail out all the facts of
the controversial Rafale deal
with France.
He also demanded discussion on the issue to which the
Speaker said a debate had

obert Vadra, Congress president Rahul
Gandhi’s brother-in-law, and his mother
Maureen appeared before the Enforcement
Directorate’s office in Jaipur for questioning
in connection with the probe into the Bikaner
land scam case.
Newly-appointed AICC general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra dropped them off at
the ED’s zonal office in Jaipur. Priyanka took
time off from her four-day Uttar Pradesh trip
in a show of solidarity with her husband.
Vadra took to the Facebook to accused the
Narendra Modi Government of being vindictive in the run up to the Lok Sabha polls.
This was Vadra’s first appearance before
the ED in Jaipur in connection with charges
of money laundering through land deals made
by a company linked to him.
Earlier, Vadra was asked by the Rajasthan
High Court to cooperate with the agency.
Vadra’s Jaipur appearance follows soon
after he faced ED questioning for three days
in Delhi on charges of money laundering in
a separate case relating to assets in London.
Vadra is also facing charges of irregular
land deals in Gurugram district of Haryana.
His mother, Maureen Vadra was allowed to
go after some time. Vadra was permitted to leave
around 1.30 pm for an hour-long lunch break.
Before the grillingbegun, Vadra accused
the government of harassing his elderly
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Kharge asked loudly, “What is
this? We want JPC”.
“I will allow you to speak
when the time will come. Now
sit down. You have shouted a
lot. Give your throat some
rest,” she said.
With this, Kharge sat down
but said, “If you don’t allow us to
speak, why should we be here”.
UPA Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, who was sitting next to
Kharge, nodded in support.
Kharge soon nudged other
Congress MPs to restart the
protests and they immediately
trooped into the well, carrying
placards and shouting slogans
seeking JPC on the Rafale deal.

nion Minister Arun Jaitley
Tuesday accused the
U
Congress of peddling “lies” on
the Rafale deal to save a “sinking dynasty” and manufacturing a new falsehood every day.
The latest lie from the
Congress, the finance minister
said is in relation to the present
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) and “his participation in the decision making process of Rafale.”
Jaitley, in a Facebook post,
dismissed allegations of conflict
of interest of CAG Rajiv
Mehrishi saying he never dealt
with any file or paper relating
to the fighter jet deal during his
tenure in the Finance Ministry
in 2014-15.
“How many more lies will
be peddled to sustain a sinking
dynast? India, certainly
deserves better,” Jaitley said in
a Facebook post titled ‘How
Many Lies Need to be Peddled
to Sustain a Sinking Dynasty?’.
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi has dismissed the CAG
report on the Rafale deal as
“Chowkidar Auditor General”
report
Stating that the contagion
effect of falsehood is fairly
large, Jaitley said the lies spread
by the Congress have spread to
other colleagues in the

“Mahajhootbandhan”.
“In relation to the Rafale
deal where thousands of crores
of public money has been
saved, a new falsehood is manufactured on a daily basis. The
latest is in relation to the present CAG and his participation
in the decision making process
of Rafale,” Jaitley said.
In 2014-15, present CAG
Mehrishi was Economic Affairs
Secretary in the Finance
Ministry, and being the senior
most bureaucrat was also designated as the Finance Secretary.
“I say this without fear of
contradiction that no file or
paper relating to the Rafale
transaction ever reached him
nor was he in any way, directly or indirectly, associated with
the decision making on defence
purchases. Expenditure to be
incurred on purchases by various departments of the
Government needs the
approval of Secretar y
(Expenditure),” he said.
Asking as to why then a lie
in relation to the CAG having
a non-existent conflict of interest is being raised, Jaitley said
“the dynast knows that his 500
crore vs 1600 crore kindergarten argument was a fictional
story. No one would ever buy
it because facts don’t support it.
Even before the contents of
CAG report are known, a

‘Peshbandi’ attack on the institution of the CAG is launched,”
Jaitley said.
Without naming Rahul ,
Jaitley said “the dynast” and his
friends have in the past even
attacked the Supreme Court
when it rejected the writ petition on Rafale.
He said the entire pricing
argument of the Congress was
factually wrong and the procedure argument that there
was no Defence Acquisition
Council, no CCS, no Contract
Negotiation Committee was a
blatant lie.
“The `30,000 crore favour
to a private company is non-existent. The use of sliced document
by a newspaper is unprecedented in the history. The use of an
incomplete document is certainly not in consonance with the
spirit of free speech.
“The ‘no integrity pact’
argument is belied by the fact
that even in earlier purchases
through inter-governmental
agreement with Russia and the
United States, such pacts were
not there. Now without a shred
of evidence, a fictional conflict
of interest of the CAG is invented,” he said.
Jaitley said truth is both
precious and sacrosanct and in
mature democracies those who
deliberately rely on falsehood
are banished from public life.

SP members create ruckus in RS over Akhilesh’s detention
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

he Rajya Sabha on Tuesday
was marred by disruptions
T
and adjournments following
protests by the SP and other
opposition members over
reported stopping of SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav at the Lucknow
airport to prevent him from a
function at the Allahabad
University. The morning session of the Upper House was
functioning smoothly when
SP leader Ramgopal Yadav
tried to raise the issue.
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
did not allow him leading to
protests forcing the Chair to
adjourn the house. Similar
scenes were witnessed in the
afternoon before it was
adjourned for the day.
The trouble started in the
first half after as many as 15
members had made Zero Hour
mention on matters of public
importance. In fact, Leader of
Opposition Ghulam Nabi Azad
said the government and the
opposition had the constitu-

Vadra, Mother appear
before ED in Jaipur
PNS n NEW DELHI

already taken place in the House.
Kharge said the CAG
report on defence was tabled
before the Rajya Sabha and was
“leaked”. He said the report was
not tabled before Lok Sabha.
Mahajan said the reports
were tabled before the Lok
Sabha, in an apparent reference
to P Radhakrishnan tabling
three CAG reports, including
one on defence services.
Intervening in the matter,
Home Minister Rajnath Singh
said the issue of Rafale has been
discussed in the House and
even the Supreme Court has
given its judgement on it.
At this state an agitated

PNS n NEW DELHI

mother by putting her through it.
“As I always have adhered to rules and
overall being a disciplined person, I have the
ability to sustain any amount of hours of questioning and having nothing to hide, I will
answer every question with respect and dignity. This too shall pass and will make me
stronger,” Vadra said.
“So here we are—my 75-year-old mother and me in Jaipur— to depose in front of the
ED. Not understanding the lows of this vindictive government to be harassing a senior
citizen, who the world knows has lost her
daughter in a car crash, her ailing son to diabetes, and her husband as well,” he posted.
In the Bikaner case, the agency had summoned Vadra thrice but he failed to appear
before it. The Rajasthan High Court asked him
and his mother to cooperate with the ED after
they approached the court seeking directions
that no coercive action is taken against them
by the AGENCY.
The ED had registered a case under
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
in connection with the deal in 2015, taking
cognisance of a clutch of FIRs and
chargesheets filed by the Rajasthan police after
the Bikaner tehsildar complained about
alleged forgery in land allotment.
Sources said Vadra was quizzed over his
links with the Skylight Hospitality Private
Limited, the firm at the centre of the dubious
land deals.

Police charge lathicharge against Samajwadi Party workers
during a protest over the party chief Akhilesh Yadav's detention
in Prayagraj on Tuesday. Yadav was detained at Lucknow's
airport after he tried to board a special flight for Prayagraj to
attend a function of the Allahabad University Students' Union PTI

tional obligation of passing
the motion of thanks to the
President’s address and the
general budget. He urged all to
participate in the discussion as
only two days were left before
the budget session ends on
Wednesday.
It set the tone with mem-

bers from various parties flagging issues of public importance. However, after about
half an hour SP members tried
to raise the issue of their chief
getting stopped at the Lucknow
airport and Naidu saying he
cannot allow them to raise the
issue as they have not given

notice. But the agitated SP
members did not relent and
Naidu then adjourned the
house till two pm.
Akhilesh Yadav was
stopped at Chaudhary Charan
Singh International Airport in
Lucknow by police in a bid to
prevent him from visiting

Allahabad to attend an oathtaking ceremony of a student
leader at
Allahabad University, SP
members said. Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
had told reporters in Lucknow
that the step was taken on the
request of the university as
there was apprehension that
Yadav’s visit could trigger violence on the campus.
When the Rajya Sabha reassembled at two pm, members
of SP, BSP, TMC and RJD continued their protests following
which the House was adjourned
till 2:35 PM. As soon as the
House met again at 2:35 PM,
members from various opposition parties trooped into the
Well protesting against the incident involving Akhilesh Yadav.
Deputy
Chairman
Harivansh tried to pacify the
members and urged them to go
back to their seats.
However, opposition members did not oblige him and
continued their protests, following which he adjourned
the house till Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the government
introduced two bills - the
International Financial Services
Center Authority Bill 2019 and
Cinematography (amendment)
Bill 2019. International Financial
Services Center Authority Bill
2019 was moved by Minister of
State for Finance Shiv Pratap
Shukla. The Cinematography
(amendment) bill 2019 was
moved by Information and
Broadcasting
Minister
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore.
Earlier in the day while
welcoming Azad’s plea for
smooth functioning of the
house, Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs Vijay
Goel said the government was
agreeable to the suggestion of
discussion the Motion of
Thanks and the budget. “We
can extend the session if there
is an agreement in the House”
to discuss the six bills that are
listed for taking up after the
Motion of Thanks is passed
and the Budget approved, he
said. However, his suggestion
did not seem to have found
favour with members.

AMU minority status: Apex court Def Min issues expression of
interest for procurement of
refers case to 7-judge bench
111 Naval Utility Helicopters

PTI n NEW DELHI

n a significant development, the
Supreme Court Tuesday referred the
controversy over minority status for
Aligarh Muslim University to a 7-judge
bench, which will also lay down parameters for granting the tag to an educational institution.
A three-judge bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi agreed with the submission of the AMU that the correctness
of the 2006 judgement of the Allahabad
High Court, by which the minority tag to
the university was taken away, needs to be
examined in detail.
Senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan,
appearing for AMU, submitted that the
issue involved in the matter was important
as the apex court in its 7-judge bench
judgement in the TMA Pai case in 2002
did not deal with the aspect as to what
should be the requirement for establishing a minority institution.
Since that question was not answered
in the TMA Pai case which dealt with various issues concerning the minority institution, there was a need to examine it, he
said.
Taking note of the submission, the
bench, also comprising Justices L
Nageswara Rao and Sanjiv Khanna, said
the issue needs to be decided and referred
the matter to the seven-judge bench.
Besides AMU, the then UPA

I
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he Defence Ministry on Tuesday
issues expression of interest for
T
short listing of potential Indian and for-

Strachey Hall, AMU, Aligarh

Government also filed an appeal against
the 2006 verdict of the Allahabad High
Court holding that the varsity was not a
minority institution.
The BJP government at the Centre had
in 2016 told the apex court that it will withdraw the appeal filed by the erstwhile UPA
government as “the previous stand (of the
UPA government) was wrong”.
It said a five-judge Constitution bench
in 1968 in the Aziz Basha case had held
that AMU was a “Central university” and
not a minority institution. It maintained
that AMU was not a minority institution
as it was set up the government and not
by Muslims.
After the 1968 verdict, the AMU
(Amendment) Act, 1972 and thereafter
1981 came into force.
The Allahabad High Court had in
January 2006 struck down the provision of
the 1981 amendment Act by which the university was accorded the minority status.

eign original equipment manufacturers(OEM) for 111 naval utility helicopters. This project is the first under
the Strategic Partnership to build state
of the art weapon platforms within the
country. The Defence Acquisition
Council(DAC) had given the nod for
the project in August last year.
The proposed new twin-engine
helicopters will replace the ageing
Chetak single engine helicopters of the
Navy. The new helicopters will be used
for search and rescue missions and casualty evacuations, navy officials said
here on Tuesday. Moreover, 95 helicopters out of the 111 will be manufactured in India by the selected Indian
selected partners. The global tender was
floated last year and four foreign companies were found fitting the bill. They
will now respond to the expression of
interest catering to specific requirements
of the Indian Navy, they said.
The request for expression of
interest from Indian private companies for participating in the project has
been hosted on the defence ministry

and Indian Navy websites. However,
the equest for Expression of Interest
from foreign OEMs has been forwarded to companies that participated in the global tender deliberations.
The OEMs have been mandated to set
up dedicated manufacturing line,
including design, integration and
manufacturing processes for helicopters in India and make Indian
Manufacturing Line as a global exclusive facility for the naval utility helicopter platform being offered.
Whilst Indian companies have
been given two months to respond to
the expression of interest, the foreign
OEMs have been given three months.
Tata Advanced Systems Ltd, Mahindra
Defence, Adani Defence, L&T, Bharat
Forge and Reliance Infrastructure are the
probable Indian companies that are likely to participate in the process. The
Indian companies would be shortlisted
based on their capability of system of
system integration, facility in the aerospace domain and financial capability.
The foreign OEMs likely to participate in the project are Lockheed
Martin, Airbus Helicopters, Bell
Helicopters and Russia. High level of
indigenisation of about 60% of the
helicopter is desired, they said.
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AKHILESH STOPPED AT PRAYAGRAJ AIRPORT

‘BJP has lost senses
before its destruction’
PNS n KOLKATA

engal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
B
Tuesday lashed out at the BJP
leadership for stopping former UP Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav at the Prayagraj
Airport saying the saffron party
had lost its senses before its
destruction.
Banerjee who left for Delhi
for joining the dharna being
staged in the national Capital
by her Andhra Pradesh counterpart Chandrababu Naidu,
said “the recent incidents show
how intolerant the BJP has
become. They have lost their
senses.”
Calling the UP incident as
an attack on the democracy,
Banerjee said it was not only the

destruction of democracy, but
“vinash kaley buddhi nash (a
destruction of the BJP’s senses
before its own destruction).”
The people were watching
the developments and they

were prudent enough to give a
befitting reply when the time
comes, she said. “The people
are watching and the BJP will
get a befitting reply from them,”
she said.

Blockades continue as Gujjar
quota stir enters Day 5
Jaipur: The Gujjar community
agitation for five per cent reservation in jobs and education
entered its fifth day on Tuesday,
with protesters blocking Chaksu
town, about 40 km from here on
National Highway 52, police
said.
The blockades on the AgraJaipur-Bikaner National
Highway-11 in Dausa district,
state highway in Nainwa of
Bundi district, Malarna road in
Sawai Madhopur and the
Karauli-Hindaun road at Budla
village in Karauli district continued from the previous day.
"Apart from the routes that
were blocked till yesterday, agitators have laid a blockade in
Chaksu town of Jaipur district.
No untoward incident has been
reported so far. Law and order
situation is under control,"
Director General of Police (Law
and Order) M L Lathar said.
The North Western Railway
informed through a bulletin that

three trains were cancelled and
two diverted on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, Gujjar leaders
have refused to back-off from
the tracks and roads.
"We have not received any
communication from the State
Government so far. Dharna
will continue," Vijay Bainsla, son
of Gujjar leader Kirori Singh
Bainsla, said.
Gujjar agitation leader
Kirori Bainsla and his supporters began their indefinite sit-in
on railway tracks in Malarna
Dungar of Sawai Madhopur

on Friday evening.
Bainsla has stuck to the
demand of five per sent reservation for the Gujjar, RaikaRebari, Gadia Luhar, Banjara
and the Gadaria communities,
and has to refused to move from
the tracks until the same is met
through an official announcement. A State Government delegation, including Tourism
Minister Vishvendra Singh and
IAS officer Neeraj K Pawan, had
held talks with the protestors on
Saturday but failed to come to
an agreement.
PTI

Kunal Ghosh writes to CBI
accusing Kumar, seeking joint
questioning with Mukul Roy
Kolkata: Former Trinamool
Congress (TMC) MP Kunal
Ghosh, who was jointly questioned with Kolkata Police
Commissioner Rajeev Kumar
by the CBI in connection with
the Saradha chit fund scam,
wrote to the probe agency on
Tuesday, accusing the top
police officer of tampering
with the new evidence that has
emerged in the case in Shillong.
Ghosh, whose two-day
questioning ended on Monday,
demanded that he should jointly be interrogated with
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader Mukul Roy as it might
be helpful for the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
"I have written a letter to
the CBI, where I have categorically accused Kolkata Police
Commissioner Rajeev Kumar
of tampering with the evidence that has emerged in the

chit fund case during the joint
questioning with me in
Shillong.
"Kumar is leaking whatever I had said during the joint
interrogation with him (at
Shillong) and is instructing
his subordinate officers to tamper with that evidence. I have
received information regarding
it. I request the CBI to take
immediate action so that the
tampering of evidence is
stopped," Ghosh told PTI.
When contacted, Kolkata
Police officials said they were
yet to receive any query from
the central probe agency. "If we
get any (query from CBI), we
will answer it," a senior Kolkata
Police official said.
Ghosh claimed that several key persons were still out of
the purview of the CBI investigation into the multi-crorerupee scam.
PTI

Cops to review Bengal TMC legislators’ security
SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

ith increasing number of
lower and middle rung
W
Trinamool Congress leaders
being attacked by unknown
assailants, the Bengal police has
decided to review the security
of all the State TMC leaders,
sources said.
At least five TMC organisers, including an MLA from

Nadia district, have been
bumped off in the last one
month. While the TMC leadership have pointed its fingers
at the killers backed by the BJP
and RSS. The latter have
accused the vicious interest
grouping within the Bengal
ruling outfit.
“We have lost at least five
small and middle rung leaders
in the past 4-5 weeks,” a TMC

MLA from North 24 Pargana
said adding he too was facing
threat to his life from the suspected undercover saffron
operatives.
He has written to the
Superintendent of Police for
reviewing his security, the panicked leader said adding “I
have one security personnel. I
have asked for one more as they
(the assailants) are emerging

from nowhere and coming in
groups.”
At the senior level police
sources said they had decided
to review the security of MLAs,
MPs and even the Ministers,
particularly from North
Bengal. In South Bengal too the
leaders’ security were likely to
be reviewed particularly in
Hooghly, East and West
Midnapore, two 24 Parganas

and Nadia, sources said.
While unknown assailants
on Saturday evening shot dead
Satyajit Biswas a vocal and active
TMC MLA and organiser from
Ranaghat-Hanskhali region of
Nadia a former block president
Ajit Pandit was dealt near fatal
injury at Keshpur in West
Midnapore on Monday. His
brother Nanda Pandit was literally lynched while.
Miles away on the same day
in Hooghly the police recovered
the body of Ritesh Roy a popular
TMC leader from Kanthi. Roy’s
body was found by a State highway, sources said. Roy, 45, was a
cooperative society chairman
from East Midnapore’s Marishda
village. He was found dead near
Hooghly's Dadpur village. He
had been missing since February
7.
A few weeks ago on January
21 two TMC leaders were murdered at Dalkhola in North
Dinajpur district of North Bengal.
On the same day a TMC youth
leader was shot dead at Alipurduar
while on the next day another
TMC leader was killed at North
Dinajpur.
Reacting to the recent killings
senior leader and Birbhum district
TMC president Anubrata Mondal
said how the BJP was targeting his
party men but added the
Trinamool Congress would retaliate in equally measures.
“We are a peace-loving people and hate violence. But the leftovers of the CPI(M)’s harmad
brigade are now joining the BJP
and attacking us. But they should
remember that the people will
retaliate in equal measures. Each
such killing will be taken account
of,” he said.
Meanwhile, BJP leader Mukul
Roy on Tuesday approached the
Calcutta High Court for anticipator y bail in the Nadia
Trinamool MLA murder case.
Roy’s name figured in the FIR of
Krishnaganj MLA Satyajit Biswas’
murder.

Fire fighters and locals douse a fire which broke out in a slum at Baranagar Railway Station area of Kolkata on Tuesday
PTI

Modi has rock-solid support, but
who is Opp alliance leader: Shah
Ahmedabad: Claiming that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has rock-solid support
of people, BJP president Amit
Shah on Tuesday said the
coming Lok Sabha poll will
be an important step for
India to become a global
superpower.
Attacking the opposition
parties which were trying to
forge an alliance ahead of the
Lok Sabha election to take on
Modi, Shah said the "mahagathbandhan"
(grand
alliance) was made up of
only state-level leaders and
that it will not affect BJP's poll
prospects.
He sought to know from
the opposition parties who
was their prime ministerial
face and the leader of their
proposed grand alliance.
Addressing BJP leaders
and workers from Gujarat
after launching the 'Mera
Parivar-Bhajapa Parivar' voter
outreach campaign, he said a
full majority Government
was required to enable PM
Modi to continue serving
the needy.

BJP president Amit Shah and Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani being
garlanded by party leaders during the launch of ‘My Family, BJP Family'
campaign in Ahmedabad on Tuesday

"The 2019 Lok Sabha
election is an important step
for India to become a superpower in the world. I have
travelled across the country,
and I can see that people are
standing like a rock with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. I have seen love for
Modi in people's eyes," Shah
claimed.
He said many party
workers ask him about the
'mahagathbandhan'. "I want
to tell them that it will not

PTI

have any impact," he asserted.
"What will happen if (former prime minister and JDS supremo) Deve Gowda
gives a speech in Gujarat or
(West Bengal Chief Minister)
Mamata Banerjee in
Maharashtra or (former UP
chief minister) Akhilesh
Yadav in Kerala? It will not
have any impact whatsoever
because they are only statelevel leaders," the BJP president said.
PTI

Missing RTI
activist found
dead, police
Separatists call for 2-day
suspect he
was murdered shutdown against legal
challenge to Article 35-A, 370

Madras HC junks
plea seeking action
for not playing
anthem in PM event

challenging Article 35-A
during the week.
To protest the "vicious
move", the separatists called
for a complete strike on
Wednesday and Thursday.
"The late announcement
and ambiguity over the dates
of hearing of (PILs against)
Article 35A and Article 370
by Supreme Court on 13 or
14 of February is worrisome, and indicates mischief," the JRL, comprising
Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq and Yasin
Malik said.
"(We) understand that
frequent shutdowns add to
the hardship already experienced by people as a result
of occupation, but it is
imperative to register our
strong protest in the wake of
such threatening measures,"
it said.
The separatist amalgam
said it is an "extremely critical issue" about the very
existence of people and about
"our disputed status". PTI

Chennai: The Madras High
Court on Tuesday dismissed a
PIL seeking action against the
Tamil Nadu chief secretary for
not playing the national anthem
at a recent function in which the
Prime Minister participated,
noting that even the petitioner
had not said it was mandatory.
When the plea came up
before a division bench comprising justices S Manikumar
and Subramonium Prasad, the
petitioner said neither Tamil (an
invocation song to mother
Tamil) nor the national anthem
was played when Narendra
Modi took part in the event to
lay the foundation stone for the
AIIMS at Madurai on January
27. Citing a Union Home
Ministry circular that outlines
state events where the national
anthem should be played, the
petitioner said and submitted
that neither the Tamil nor the
national anthem was played
despite the presence of
Constitutional authorities like
Governor Banwarilal Purohit in
the function.
PTI

Pune: A 32-year-old RTI activist,
who went missing last month, was
found dead in Pune district of
Maharashtra, a police official said
on Tuesday.
Police suspect that the
deceased, Vinayak Shirsath, was
killed by someone, a senior official
Bharti Vidyapeeth police station
here said.
The decomposed body was
found near Mutha village on
Lavasa road on Monday evening,
he said.
Shirsath, a resident of Pune
city, went missing on January 30
following which his family members had registered a police complaint on January 31.
"We later registered a kidnapping case on February 5
after his family raised suspicion
that he might have been abducted as he had raised voice under
the Right to Information (RTI)
Act against illegal constructions in some parts of the city,"
the official said.
Shirsath's family pointed fingers at several people linked to the
real estate sector, but during the
probe, all of them were found to
be close friends of the deceased, he
said.
PTI

Srinagar: Separatists on
Tuesday called for a two-day
shutdown to protest the legal
challenge to Article 370 and
Article 35-A of the
Constitution, which grant
special status to Jammu &
Kashmir and special rights
and privileges to its "permanent residents", respectively.
Petitions have been filed
in the Supreme Court, challenging the constitutional
validity of Article 370 and
Article 35-A.
"People of Jammu &
Kashmir will forcefully resist
every challenge by New
Delhi to change the demography of the State by rolling
back hereditary state subject
laws of 1927 (protected by
Article 35-A of the
Constitution), being contested in the Supreme Court
of India through their
agents," separatists' Joint
Resistance Leadership (JRL)
said here.
The apex court is scheduled to hear the petitions
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Main conspirator of LeT Tiger spotted in Guj after 3 decades, Govt confirms presence
terrorist's escape killed
Srinagar: In a major success,
security forces shot dead Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorist Hilal
Ahmed Rather, who had helped
dreaded LeT terrorist Naved
Jhatt escape, during an
encounter in South Kashmir on
Tuesday in which an Army
jawan was also killed, officials
said.
Rather, 21, was killed in the
encounter in Ratnipora area of
Pulwama, a district highly
infested by terrorists, after a tipoff was received by the Jammu
& Kashmir Police about his
presence during the intervening
night.
A cordon and search operation was launched by the
police along with the Army and
the CRPF. As it was going on,
the terrorists fired upon the
security forces, who retaliated
effectively, a police spokesman
said.
In the ensuing encounter,
one terrorist was killed and his
body was retrieved from the site
of encounter.
"Rather was the main
accused in the escape of
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) militant
Naved Jhatt from a Srinagar
hospital," Inspector General of
Police (Kashmir Range)
Swayam Prakash Pani said.
His body was handed over

Army soldiers move towards the house where terrorists were hiding during an
encounter in Ratnipora, Kashmir on Tuesday
PTI

to family members after completion of all legal formalities.
The name of Rather, a class
12 passout, first surfaced when
a Special Investigation Team,
formed to crack Jhatt's escape,
found that he was the main
conspirator. He had hatched a
conspiracy with other terrorists
to secure the release of Jhatt
when he was taken to SMHS
hospital for a routine check-up
in February last year.
Jhatt was killed in an
encounter with the police on
November 28 last year in
Budgam district of Central
Kashmir.
The spokesman said Rather
was affiliated with the banned
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) and

had a long history of terror
crimes, including attack on
security establishments and
civilian atrocities, the
spokesman said.
He said incriminating
materials, including arms and
ammunition, were recovered
from the site of encounter.
"All these materials have
been taken in the case records
for the purpose of investigation," he said. He said two
security personnel also sustained gunshot injuries in the
encounter and were rushed to
a hospital. One of them, Jawan
Baljeet Singh, succumbed to
injuries, the spokesman said,
adding the other soldier is
being treated.
PTI

10-min checkout
delay proves...
From Page 1
My sister had first spotted
the smoke and informed us.
The entire pathway was full of
smoke and stench and that
made it difficult for us to see
the pathway,” said Somshekhar.
“My mother and brother were
with sister and I rushed to open
the windows to allow the
smoke to pass and to find a
possible exit route,” he said with
tears rolling down his cheeks.
“The family had gone to
Vrindawan on Monday and
returned late night and they
had planned to visit Hardwar.
They had also planned to visit
Wagah border and leave for
Kerala on February 15,” said
Raj Sekhar Nayyar, a relative of
the family. Somshekhar said he
has no knowledge what started the fire. But, he stressed, he
believes negligence on part of
the hotel management must
have triggered the tragedy.
According to the available
information, there were more
than 50 guests at the hotel,
which had a canopy on the terrace, housing what appeared to
be a restaurant, officials said. At
least 35 people were injured in
the fire. According to fire
department, an eyewitness of
the incident told them that he
had seen a short-circuit on first
floor. A video of the incident
showed two people jumping
from the fourth floor of the
building. Babu Panikar, head of
Delhi Malayali Association,
said, “I got to know that
Malayali’s were trapped inside.
I rushed to the spot to check on
them. It’s a group of 13 members belonging to same family
who came from Ernakulam to
attend a wedding in Ghaziabad.

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
Government has confirmed
the presence of a tiger in the
State, days after a man claimed
he saw the big cat crossing a
road in Mahisagar district.
State Forest Minister
Ganpatsinh Vasava said on
Tuesday that the carnivore
was caught on cameras set up
by the forest department in
that area. "It has now been
confirmed. A tiger in the agegroup of 7 to 8 years has been
seen in Mahisagar district,"
Vasava told reporters in
Gandhinagar.
The striped animal was
last seen in Gujarat in 1989.
Subsequent surveys carried
out every four years by the
central Government showed
no presence of tiger in the
state, he said.
A local Government
school teacher had last week

17 die in...
From Page 1
Thirteen of the bodies were
taken to Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital, two to Lady Hardinge
Hospital and two to BLK hospital,” said a senior police official. “The deceased have been
identified as Suresh Kumar
(IRS), Evs Chalpathi Rao (52),
Vidya Sagar (60), Nalini (84),
Arvind (50), Rabia Menon
(50), Pranav Kumar Bhaskar
(32), Tara Chand (43) and Tun
Hla Sein (32) and Dawmla May
(67) both Myanmar nationals
whereas five bodies are yet to
be identified,” said the senior
police official.
“A majority of the deaths
took place due to asphyxiation
while there were some who
succumbed to their burns.
Some used fire extinguishers
were found suggesting people
trapped inside tried to douse
the flames in a bid to escape.
But escape may have been

Rahul cries
treason...
From Page 1
Rahul Gandhi released to
the media an email dated March
28, 2015 purportedly written by
Airbus executive Nicolas
Chamussy to three recipients
with the subject line “Ambani”.
He claimed the email showed
Ambani visited then French
Defence
Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian’s office and
mentioned an “MoU in preparation and the intention to sign
during the PM visit (to France)”.
The Congress president
asked how Ambani knew about
the deal and mentioned it in the
French Defence Minister’s office
when even then Foreign
Secretary S Jaishankar and then
Defence Minister Manohar
Parrikar had no information on
it. The Congress president also
rejected the Comptroller and
Auditor General report on the
Rafale deal, and dubbed it
“Chowkidar Auditor General”
report.
“This is a breach of the
Official Secrets Act. The Prime
Minister who is the only other
person who knows about the
deal has informed Anil Ambani
about the deal. The Prime

claimed that he saw a tiger
crossing a road near Boriya
village in Mahisagar, around
120 km from here, on
Februar y 6. The teacher
clicked the animal's picture on
his mobile phone and shared
it with friends on social media
platforms.
The photo soon went viral
and based on the teacher's
claim, the forest department
department set up several
camera traps in that area.
Vasava said the tiger
might have come to Gujarat
from any of the neighbouring
states of Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh or Maharashtra,
where the striped animals are
found.
"The Madhya Pradesh
government has said that a
tiger has gone missing from
Ujjain. It is possible that the
tiger seen here can be from

any of these neighbouring
states which have tigers," the
minister stated.
He said the state government will now contact the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), which has
the data of tigers across the
country, to ascertain where
the feline came from.
The Wildlife Institute of
India (WII) will also be
involved to carry out a survey
in the area to find out if this
region is conducive for tigers,
he said. "We now agree that
there is a tiger in Gujarat. WII
will study if the area could be
developed for tigers. We are
also seeking NTCA's guidance," he said.
Vasava said it was yet to be
ascertained how long and
where the lone tiger had been
roaming in Gujarat.
"We are yet to ascertain if

almost impossible,” the senior
police official added. Mandeep
Singh Randhawa, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Central district said
that a First Information Report
(FIR) has been registered
against the management of
Hotel Aprit Palace.
“The case has been registered under Section 304 (culpable homicide not amounting
to murder) and 308 (attempt to
commit culpable homicide) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
Conviction under both the
sections leads to seven years of
imprisonment, the DCP said.
For Somshekhar from
Ernakulam in Kerala, whose
sister was the first one to alert
them to the smoke and has
been missing since, it has been
a nightmare without end.
The family had come to
attend a wedding in Ghaziabad
and was getting ready to go to
Haridwar when the fire started. His sister rushed out to

check what was happening and
that’s the last he saw her.
“The entire pathway was
full of smoke. My mother and
brother were along with my sister at the time. I immediately
came to the room and opened
it for fresh air and we managed
to escape. We were on the second floor of the hotel,” he said.
A busy commercial centre
criss-crossed by narrow alleys
where electric wires dangle
overhead, Karol Bagh houses
around 800 hotels and is usually packed with tourists and
shoppers. According to people
in the area, the hotel was put up
for auction by a State-run bank
at a reserve price of Rs 27 crore
on December 31, 2018. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
among those who condoled the
loss of lives. “Deeply saddened
by the loss of lives due to a fire
at Karol Bagh in Delhi. I convey my condolences to the
families of those who lost their
lives,” he tweeted.

Minister is acting as Anil
Ambani’s middleman,” Rahul
alleged and called for a criminal investigation into the matter. According to Rahul, it was
earlier an issue of corruption, of
procedural inconsistencies but
was now a matter related to the
Official Secrets Act which he
said was “much more serious”.
“This is now treason, nothing
less. Mr Narendra Modi is
doing what spies do. He is
informing somebody of defence
matters, he is under oath to protect these secrets. He has now
given this secret to Mr Anil
Ambani who knows that the
biggest defence deal in the
world is going to him 10 days
before the deal...This itself is
criminal, this itself will put the
Prime Minister in jail,” the
Congress chief said.
At the Press conference at
AICC, Rahul reiterated that
there will no doubt in anybody’s
mind that the Prime Minister is
a “corrupt man” and he has
helped Anil Ambani. He read
out the email to the media
quoting it as saying that Ambani
visited the French Defence
Minister’s office and “told them
he intends to work with AH
(Airbus Helicopters) on commercial helos and then on
defence. Mentioned (an) MoU
in preparation and the intention
to sign during the PM visit”.
“This is literally handing

over a defence secret...The
Prime Minister has compromised national security. He has
done what a spy does. He has
given defence information to a
person who is not supposed to
have it,” Rahul alleged.
Reacting to the Congress
allegations, Anil Ambani’s group
said the discussion on proposed MoU was clearly with reference to cooperation between
Airbus Helicopter and Reliance.
“It had no connection whatsoever with Government to
Government Agreement
between France and India for 36
Rafale aircraft. It is in public
domain that Airbus Helicopter
has partnered with Mahindra
for the Military Helicopter
Programme,” the Reliance
Defence spokesperson said.
“Purported email being referred
by the Congress Party is regarding the discussion between
Airbus and Reliance Defence
regarding Civil & Defence
Helicopter Programmes under
‘Make in India’,” said the
Reliance Defence spokesperson in a statement.
“Also, for the record, the
MoU for Rafale aircraft was
signed between France and
India on January 25 2016 and
not in April 2015. From the
above, it is evident that the facts
are being deliberately twisted
and reality being ignored,” the
company said.

First Indian...

Sit in corner! SC chastises...
From Page 1
The CJI told the Attorney
General “Let us be very clear that I
don’t think any of us have as judges
had the opportunity to invoke the
jurisdiction of the contempt”.
“We are and I can say I have not
invoked the contempt powers and
punished anyone. Speaking for
myself I can say I have not invoked
contempt power in the last 20 years.
However, the dignity and majesty of
the court has to be maintained,” the
CJI noted. “But this is brazen”, the
CJI said, adding he was of the
“firm view” that “the majesty of
judiciary” has to be maintained. At
this moment, the Attorney General
said, “To err is human, to forgive is
divine.”
The Bench said the officers
have committed the contempt and
asked, “Why a contemnor should be

defended at Government expenses?”
Rao did not even seek “post
facto” approval of the apex court to
the decision for two weeks,” the
Bench said. Rejecting the defence of
the two officers, the Bench said
though they have tendered an
unconditional and unqualified apology, “we don’t agree with the contentions raised by them”.
Rao’s “attitude is ‘I have done
what I thought was required’,” the
Bench said. “This is a blatant contempt of court. If this is not contempt of court then what is,” asked
the Bench. The court had on
February 7 come down heavily on
the CBI for transferring Sharma out
of the agency in violation of the
court’s order. It had also taken note
of the violation of two earlier
orders and issued contempt notice
to Rao.

From Page 1
According to Manikandan’s petition, without hearing him, in 2015
the State Bar Council suspended him
from practicing, and in February
2018, Bar Council of India imposed
a life ban on him. In his 206-page
petition, the advocate details his
fights against corruptions in police,
bureaucracy and judiciary and
claimed he was punished by the BCI
for this very reason. “Thus it is crystal clear that in order to protect the
criminals and lawyers involved in the
illegal framing of Puducherry’s Chief
Judge Ramaswamy and also to protect the murder case approver from
being committed to trial in the 2004
Sankararaman murder case and to
thwart an appeal against the acquittals, their erstwhile counsel PN
Prakash has been consistently misusing his judicial office in league with
others,” said Manikandan.

Sabarimala reopens for monthly pujas
Sabarimala: The Lord Ayyappa temple
here re-opened on Tuesday for five-day
monthly pujas under a heavy security
blanket as hundreds of police personnel were deployed in and around the hill
shrine in view of possible protest from
right-wing activists, opposing entry of
young women. Despite security
arrangements, a large number of devotees, including those from neighbouring states, turned up to offer prayers
when the shrine was opened at 5 pm.
Chief
priest
Vasudevan

Nampoothiri opened the sanctum
sanctorum in the presence of 'tantri'
(head priest) Kandararu Rajeevaru.
There would be no specific pujas on
Tuesday and the shrine would be
closed at 10 pm with the rendition of
'harivarasanam', the customary lullaby
for Lord Ayyappa, temple authorities
said. The temple would remain open for
five days till February 17 for the
monthly pujas during the Malayalam
month of Kumbam, temple authorities
said.
PTI

that area was the tiger's permanent residence or whether
it migrated from neighbouring states. It is certain that
Gujarat is also a part of tiger's
natural corridor," he said.
Principal
Chief
C onser vator of Forests
(Wildlife) Akshay Saxena said
evidences like pug marks and
scats, as well as hair and

scratch marks on a tree had to
some extent confirmed the
tiger's presence in the region.
"Later, camera traps were
set up and we have now got
visual evidence of a tiger in
the area. It is not necessary
that we will find the tiger in
the same area, so we will continue to keep a watch," he said.
PTI

op nion

LUCKNOW | WEDNESDAY | FEBRUARY 13, 2019

www.dailypioneer.com
facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/
PAPER WITH PASSION

08

Review now

Vietnam redux in Kabul

f the Narendra Modi government needed any more warning that it could undo
the gains of prioritising the Northeast over
the last few years by pushing the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill now, then the latest missive by Tez, son of Bharat Ratna Bhupen
Hazarika, should jolt it out of its brazen arrogance or single-minded presumptions. It
would do well to review the Citizenship Bill
before turning it into a law or risk alienating the region it had so carefully nurtured
through development. Tez merely articulated the general discontent in the region, saying his “father’s name and words are being invoked and celebrated publicly while
plans are afoot to pass a painfully unpopular bill regarding citizenship that is actually undermining his documented position. It would, in reality, be in direct opposition to what Bhupenda believed in his heart of hearts.” Calling the bill grossly
unconstitutional, undemocratic and unIndian, he reminded that just by appealing to the people’s memory of an icon, be it by dangling the carrot of the nation’s
highest honour or a bridge on the Brahmaputra, the government of the day could
not run roughshod over people’s rights to their land and identity. Or obfuscate
the issue. Coming as it does close to the rejection of the Padma Shri by author
Gita Mehta, sister of BJD chief Naveen Patnaik, who thought the honour was
more politically driven, intended to woo Patnaik, this certainly raises questions
about how we value, rather trivialise our own talent. While awards and titles are
necessary for acknowledging contributions by pioneering citizens, they shouldn’t be conferred with political gains in mind. In that case, they wouldn’t be an
honour but an insult to the personality and with respect to Hazarika his legacy.
If anybody had even listened to Hazarika’s song Aami Ek Jajabor (I am a wanderer), he would know that he was all-embracing of people, particularly of the
disadvantaged, and wouldn’t have endorsed segregation of any kind.
The Centre had clearly moved the Bill to bring back persecuted Hindus from
polarised border states of Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan, hoping for an
enhanced cushion of returnee Hindu votes before the Lok Sabha elections. And
though Modi himself seems committed to the Bill, saying it would not bring about
a cataclysmic demographic change, the BJP’s own allies are upset. The AGP
has walked out of the Assam government saying any refugee, irrespective of
religion, would swamp Ahom identity and the right of indigenous people over
their land, opportunities and resources. The Conrad Sangma-led Meghalaya government, where BJP is a coalition partner, has asked for a review while the Mizos
are fearing an influx by Buddhist Chakmas. Manipuris are on a massive anti-Bill
showdown and there are reports of internet being shut down in their state. The
indigenous people argue that the Northeastern states are yet to recover from the
influx of Hindu Bengalis from 1971 and of course, the subsequent illegal Muslim
migrants, a process encouraged by national parties for shoring up votebases.
Besides, one must not forget the colonial legacy, which ensured the import and
predominance of educated communities in civil and administrative structures,
one that significantly shaped the local economy and social hierarchies. Any further change would mean a flood of refugees and a drought of economic opportunities for local people. The BJP might use the Hindu refugees as the Congress
did the Muslim refugees but both encourage alienation of locals rather than integration. What everybody seems to forget is that it has taken years of confrontation, violence, deaths and negotiation to build an alliance of trust. If the BJP underestimates this clamour for identity to serve its Hindutva core, it could knowingly fuel the return of extremist organisations that are lying dormant or have lost
relevance. We cannot afford to derail the peace by stoking separatist sentiments.

The intrigues, complexities and accompanying civilian atrocities in conflicts in
Afghanistan and Vietnam have raised questions about words and action of US

The Modi govt has to reconsider the Citizenship
Bill if it doesn’t want the Northeast up in flames

I

Another inferno

Safety continues to be short-changed as hotels and
eateries mushroom around us, becoming death traps
he human dimension of tragedy
becomes traumatic when you have disturbing visuals flooding your consciousness and staying there. So be it the
blurry images of the Doordarshan era of
people jumping out of Hotel Siddharth
Continental, where a roaring fire claimed 37
lives, distraught relatives stunned by the
charred remains of the Uphaar theatre,
where flames engulfed 59 people watching
a film or the mother and child jumping out
of the window of Arpit Palace Hotel in Karol
Bagh to escape a choking inferno that killed
17, the shock element leads to an all-consuming rage at the owners of these properties for ignoring fire preventive and safety norms and playing casually with lives.
Unfortunately, the rage doesn’t blaze into mass fury as the causes for these episodes
remain the same — a short circuit here, a violation there and an overall negligence of standards to make businesses competitive. What is it about the Arpit
Palace blaze that we didn’t really know through the chronology of such disasters
in Delhi? There is the very familiar version of it flouting construction norms, being
a six-storey building, including one temporary floor, instead of the permissible
four floors. Design changes that often overlook wiring and overloading circuits,
the concealed ducting that is seldom checked for wear and tear, the lack of proper exits and containment protocols... the reasons remain the same. Of course,
the Delhi Hotel Association insisted that properties couldn’t afford to be careless
as licences were given only after inspection. But when it comes to on-site investigations, we know how they are easily manipulated at the local level. Just a week
ago, a major fire broke out in a Noida hospital forcing emergency evacuation of
patients but it was contained without any casualty. It spun out of control here.
Hotel fires present unique challenges to fire departments and when it comes
to safety drills, all categories in our city do not maintain the same levels of awareness, preparedness or response-readiness. Besides, hotels are occupied by guests
who are likely to have little knowledge, despite signages, about the building’s layout, exit routes and alarms and may be asleep, as they were in this case, at the
time of the incident. Then there is an element of panic which sets in, particularly in this latest episode where wood-panelled corridors fuelled the fire and trapped
guests. Each hotel is different and standard operating procedures may not apply
to properties which have limited access or lie adjacent to crowded neighbourhoods. Worst, seldom are middle-level or budget hotels pre-planned and mushroom later, resulting in distressing a system that was not designed to factor in
hazards. But the only way to neutralise risks is to make sure that all fire safety
equipment are working, there are periodic drills and checks in case of the slightest change to structure and the electricity grids. Sadly, risk assessment in our
country is not a priority. Till the next incident shocks us.

T

BHOPINDER SINGH
here are eerie similarities in the
genesis, proceedings and the
ultimate fate of the US involvement in both Vietnam and
Afghanistan. First, both — the
Vietnamese and the Afghans — pride
themselves on their fierce history of resistance to foreign invaders for centuries. In
the case of the Vietnamese, it was the
valiant repulsion of the Chinese, Mongols,
French and the Japanese forces; whereas,
the unforgiving battlefields of the Afghan
swathes have been bloodied with forces of
Alexander, Arab caliphates, Genghis Khan,
Timur, Persians, Mughals, Sikhs, British
empire and to the communist forces of the
erstwhile USSR. Both races have a heightened sense of history and destiny that militates instinctively against any notion of a
foreign “invader.” Both these lands have
been at the forefront of the US’ efforts to
counter the topical “ism” that threatened
American interests. In the case of Vietnam,
in the 50s and 60s, it was the Cold War fear
of “communism” that drove US interest;
whereas in the case of Afghanistan (post
2001), “religious extremism” replaced
“communism” as the greatest security
threat.
In both these conflicts, the US had
played a covert, tactical and surreptitious
role in inflaming the combustible ground
situation. Insidious military and financial
support was extended to the French forces
in the 50s to re-colonise Vietnam, which
later morphed into a full-fledged US military intervention by the 60s. Similarly, the
less-than-covert military operations of
the Central Intelligence Agency-Islamic
State (IS), along with the Afghan
mujahideen in the 80s, had lit the flames
of religious extremism that ultimately
morphed into the phenomenon of the
Taliban. The pattern of sudden US disinterest is also common to both places as
Vietnam would face in the mid-70s when
the forces of Ho Chi Minh overran Saigon,
as also in the essential US disinterest in the
90s as Pakistan-supported Taliban entered
and butchered their way into Kabul. The
genesis of both conflicts had unmistakable
fingerprints of the US handiwork prior to
the full escalation of the crisis. In both
cases, the US had erred in its initial
judgement as it had twice spurned appeals
by the nationalist, Ho Chi Minh, before he
turned a staunch communist; whereas, the
American desperation to dislodge the
communist Najibullah regime in Kabul had
led them to honour and fete the Afghan
mujahideen in the White House, who later
turned on their original benefactors.
Signs of American “shock-and-awe”
military tactics to bludgeon enemy lines
were visible in the killing fields of Vietnam,
where the Americans dropped more than
three times the tonnage of bombs that the
entire allied forces dropped in World War
II. Today, Afghanistan has replaced

Vietnam as its longest war and
a record high number of
bombs dropped in a year were
registered in 2018. The definitive imagery of 388,000 tonnes
of napalm bombs dropped in
Vietnam was mirrored with the
unabashed dropping of the
GBU-43/B (also known as
“Mother of all Bombs”) in
Afghanistan — the most powerful non-nuclear weapon in
American arsenal. However,
despite the colossal commitment of weaponry and military
might, the Afghan extremist
groups today control more territory than at any point ever
since the removal of their
regime 17 years ago. The
Vietnam War had led to over
58,000 American military casualties and the technologyenhanced Afghan war to yet
another 2,400 American military casualties. The “cost of
war” to the locals (civilians, soldiers and insurgents) was an
unprecedented three million in
the Vietnam War and over
111,000 in Afghanistan. From
the official start date of the
Vietnam War (November 1,
1955) to the signing of the
peace treaty in January 1973 for
facilitating the withdrawal of
American troops, the realisation of an unsustainable “nowin” stalemate took 18 years.
Today, nearly 18 years into the
Afghan War (started in 2001,
following 9/11), the Americans
are walking the talk of anoth-

I was stopped from
boarding a flight to
attend a students' meet.
They thought I would
create a law and order
problem.

The 2019 Lok Sabha
election is an important
step for India to become
a superpower in the
world. There’s love for
Modi in people's eyes.

I'm not going to educate
people about who Blacks
are... Not going to make
excuses for anybody
because they don't
understand.

It is but obvious for
society to have judgments or form opinions
but that's never deterred
me. That's what every
girl should do
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—Akhilesh Yadav
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—Amit Shah
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—Kamala Harris

Actor
—Gauahar Khan
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er American withdrawal, this
time from Afghanistan, following yet another stalemate.
Unfortunately, the looming
fears of the imminent future are
also similarly aligned as the
Americans are negotiating with
the Afghan Taliban (under the
nudge and aegis of the equally unreliable ally, Pakistan) to
facilitate the American troops’
withdrawal. In 1973, a similar
face-saving treaty was signed
by the representatives of the
US, South Vietnam, North
Vietnam and Viet Cong to
‘reunite’ Vietnam peacefully –
even though the signatory
north Vietnamese were knowingly violating the terms of
ceasefire and agreement and by
1975, the entire South Vietnam
territory had fallen to a fullscale invasion by the North. It
is this doomsday scenario that
has fuelled concerns in the
Ashraf Ghani-led Afghan
Government in Kabul as they
fear the impact of an emboldened Taliban. From 1,50,000
foreign troops defending the
beleaguered
Afghan
Government till 2016, to just
about 7,000 (after the current
US withdrawal plans), along
with the well-known aspiration
of “strategic depth” in
Afghanistan for the Pakistani
state – the military ability of the
current Afghan Government in
Kabul to withstand the ISTaliban combined onslaught is
extremely suspicious. The sud-

UNFORTUNATELY,
THE LOOMING
FEARS OF THE
IMMINENT
FUTURE ARE
ALSO SIMILARLY
ALIGNED AS THE
AMERICANS ARE
NEGOTIATING
WITH THE
AFGHAN TALIBAN
(UNDER THE
NUDGE AND
AEGIS OF THE
EQUALLY
UNRELIABLE
ALLY, PAKISTAN)
TO FACILITATE
THE AMERICAN
TROOPS’
WITHDRAWAL

den vacuum following the US
withdrawal in Vietnam in 1973
had led to the ultimate fall of
the South Vietnam defences;
the US “withdrawal” from
Afghanistan in 1991 had led to
the creation of the Taliban; and
now the insecurity in Kabul
is one of history repeating
itself.
While history is yet to
record its final verdict and victor in Afghanistan, in Vietnam,
the Americans can technically
claim to have “withdrawn.”
However, objectively, the antiUS side overran the US protectorate and they rule till date.
Thousands of insurgents were
killed in US military operations
and multiple more of the same
were borne out of the sense of
revenge, hatred and retribution
against the US. In both cases the
human, economic, military and
the political “cost of war”
became unsustainable and the
common feature of “stalemate”
wore out the largest military in
the world. The intrigues, complexities and accompanying
civilian atrocities in both conflicts have also led to serious
questions on the morality, trust
and confidence on the US’
words and actions. Afghanistan
is still an unfolding saga, yet
portents of a possible repeat of
a Vietnam stare in the face.
(The writer, a military veteran, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry.)
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LETTERS
World Cup preparedness
Sir — The recent interview of the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) selection committee chairman MSK Prasad, regarding the World Cup preparations,
was refreshing and clear on intent.
As there is not much time left for
the big event, the Chairman
struck the right chord by letting
the world know that the selection
process is almost complete.
This was, perhaps, aided by the
performance of the young blood
during the Australia-New Zealand
series, the recently concluded
Ranji tournament and the pool of
talented players available in the
domestic cricket circuit. It is also
welcome to note that for matters
related to picking the Number 4
batsman and other issues that may
arise in the selection of the World
Cup team, the decision will rest
with the team management, with
zero interference from the selection committee.
Varun SD
Bengaluru

Humanity exists
Sir — It was both upsetting and
moving to read about a nine-

TO

THE

EDITOR

Mahagathbandhan is bereft of a face
his refers to the editorial,
“Pawar's U-turn” (February
11). The editorial has very
well analysed the step taken by
NCP chief Sharad Pawar. He has
put himself as the front contender for the top position
sensing it as an opportune
moment and considering his
national relevance within the Opposition mahagathbandhan. No doubt, Pawar is the most senior and
experienced leader who enjoys pan-India presence.
However, the fact to reckon with is whether other
Opposition leaders will concede that position to him,
with each one of them equally using the mahagathbandhan as an opportunity to fulfill their ambitions.
On the face of it, no eyebrows should be raised if
any political leader harbours the ambition to reach to
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month-old girl, who was allegedly thrown into a well by her mother in Ranchi, Jharkhand.
Thankfully, she was rescued and
airlifted to a hospital in Delhi and
is now battling for her life.
According to the Delhi traffic
police, a “green corridor” was created from the Indira Gandhi
International Airport’s Terminal
1-D to the hospital, allowing
emergency services to cover a distance of 12 km in 13 minutes.
During peak hour traffic, this

the top position. Having chosen
politics as their career, none of
them are sanyasis. Gone are the
days when politics was considered
as what Aristotle defined it, as dealing “with making citizens happy.”
The moot point, however, is that
none of these leaders finds himself
individually capable of giving a fight
to Prime Minister Modi. The country is now witnessing a presidential-type of contest with Modi on one
side and others lined up against him. It is in this context that ambitions apart, the idea of a mahagathbandhan itself does not click in its present form, bereft as
it is of national character, national party and a clear
front face.
BP Srivastava
Noida

stretch could take much longer to
cover. All officers, who contributed towards facilitating the
green corridor must be thanked.
This episode shows that human
kindness is not yet in short supply. One just hopes that the
infant recovers soon.
Mohd Usmani
Mumbai

Hindi in Abu Dhabi
Sir — It was a historical decision

taken by the Government of Abu
Dhabi, UAE, to allow the use of
Hindi as the third language besides
Arabic and English in its judicial
system. This move will certainly
help Indian expatriates in the case
of any litigation proceedings. A
bilingual judicial system assures
clarity and transparency. Hindispeaking expatriates can lodge
claims and submit grievances in
their mother tongue now.
Ramesh G Jethwnai
Bengaluru

Poised for growth
Sir —This refers to the editorial,
“An infernal tax” (February 11).
The singular fixation with fiscal
deficit vis-à-vis inflation is seen
to be subsiding as growth has
returned to the spotlight. Even
with a diverse mix of debt, inflation and growth vis-à-vis
debt/GDP ratios, the crux would
lie more in the denominator than
the numerator.
The rate of inflation, nominal
interest rate and the level of the
stock market are all now fairly
healthy and markets would look
for more Government debt till
interest and inflation rates shoot
up or stocks plunge.
A phase of hesitant job
addition needs sourcing of fresh
funds for growth and not
revenue expenditure. Markets
could be more enthused to see
greater transparency in the
computation of data — be it on
GDP, job creation, ease of doing
business or such other guide
indices.
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai
Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Does Priyanka
have sanjeevini?
Though she has been known as a backroom
girl, active politics is different. Besides,
she will be under constant scrutiny

KALYANI SHANKAR
riyanka Gandhi Vadra has taken charge as Congress General
Secretary responsible for eastern Uttar Pradesh last week.
The state is not new to her as she has campaigned earlier also in some parts apart from looking after her mother Sonia
Gandhi’s constituency Rae Bareilly and her brother Rahul Gandhi’s
stronghold Amethi for years. Home to 80 Lok Sabha seats, UP
sends the highest number of lawmakers to Parliament, making
it a key electoral battleground.
Right from her childhood, Priyanka has heard politics discussed at her dining table as she hails from a political family.
She is indeed the biggest gamble of the Congress party and almost
the last trump card. The question is whether she will be an asset
or a liability for the Congress. Also are three months enough for
her to build the origination in UP? She is a crowd-puller but it is
not known whether she is a vote-catcher. Even if she is able to
get the votes, does the Congress have the ability to convert the
crowds into more votes? These are the questions that need
answers.
The first time people got a proper glimpse of Priyanka was
when she appeared in Sri Perumbudur on January 11,1998 along
with her mother to pay homage to her father Rajiv Gandhi at a
memorial wearing a simple red and orange saree. Though it was
meant to be Sonia’s political launch, it was Priyanka who overshadowed her. People noted her striking resemblance to her grandmother Indira Gandhi and since then there has been speculation
about her entry into politics. It took two decades for her to do
so. “I have been talking to her about this for years but earlier she
would say that her children were too young and she had to be
with them. Now that her children are at a different stage in life,
with one in university, Ms Vadra has decided to join politics”, the
Congress president told the media.
Priyanka has been thrown in the UP battlefield pitched directly against the BJP’s two tall leaders — Prime Minister Narendra
Modi (Varanasi) and chief minister Yogi Adityanath (Gorakhpur.)
She has quick reflexes. When Prime Minister Modi referred to
her that she was like his daughter earlier, she immediately retorted “Nobody should try to be my father. I love my father.” The
ruling BJP, which won a whopping 71 seats in the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls, already knows it will not be able to repeat the performance,
especially in the face of the SP-BSP alliance.
Priyanka faces personal and political challenges. On the personal front, her foray into politics comes at a time when her husband Robert Vadra is facing new notices from the Enforcement
Directorate in connection with alleged money laundering and land
scam. Her mother Sonia Gandhi and brother Rahul Gandhi are
on bail in the National Herald case. Perhaps they might have
thought that her direct involvement in politics might shield her
family from a perceived witchhunt. On the day she took charge
last week, she had accompanied her husband to the ED office
for questioning, giving moral support to him publicly.
Her political challenge is really huge for a novice who has
just entered active politics. Though she has been known as a
backroom girl, active politics is quite different as she will be under
constant public scrutiny. Priyanka has entered politics at a time
when the Congress is recovering from its existential crisis. She
has an advantage as a challenger as the party has not been in
power for decades. The Congress has just won three Assembly
elections in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh. Modi
is on the defensive. The Opposition is on the verge of coming
together against the BJP. Also a section of the upper castes is
angry with the BJP due to its stand on the SC/ST Act amendment. So Priyanka is expected to target these Brahmin votes as
a first step for revival and then enthusing the cadre. The injection of a high-profile woman leader might galvanise the party but
she alone cannot produce results as she needs the organisation
on the ground, which is absent now. Second, the youth needs
jobs. UP has many sugarcane farmers languishing under debts
and associated issues of farm distress. What is her sanjeevini
for these ills? She not only needs a new narrative but also has
to inspire confidence among people that she can be a deliverer.
Third, she needs a dedicated team to convert the promises to
reality. This takes time to build. Above all she needs finances to
lift the party against a well-funded BJP. Insiders in the Congress
say that she is working on all these challenges. We may have
to wait to see what goodies she has in her bag when she delivers her first public meeting after taking over. As for whether she
is an asset or a liability, it will show in a few months.
(The writer is a senior political commentator and syndicated
columnist.)
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT
THE PRIME MINISTER, WHO IS THE ONLY OTHER
PERSON WHO KNOWS ABOUT THE DEAL (RAFALE),
HAS INFORMED ANIL AMBANI ABOUT IT.
—CONGRESS PRESIDENT

RAHUL GANDHI HAS THROWN MUCK AT HIS OWN
FACE BY ABUSING OUR HONEST PRIME MINISTER...
WE WILL EXPOSE HIS LIES BEFORE THE PUBLIC
—UNION MINISTER

RAHUL GANDHI

RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD

From tokenism to critical mass
The number of women directors in corporate boards needs attention. Appointing only one
woman director would seem to be inexpedient as she will be stereotyped and ignored

HIMA KOTA
he corporate landscape has long been
dominated and characterised by men
and is still skewed in their favour. In
2013, the archaic Companies Act,
1956, underwent the much-needed
amendments. This infused critical measures of
gender equality into today’s corporate scenario.
Subsequently, in a knee-jerk reaction to the regulation, women representation on corporate
boards jumped substantially. According to a
report by Prime Database, from a mere five per
cent female representation in 2012, the board’s
composition is significantly more inclusive now
with women constituting around 13 per cent
(622) of the total directors (4,690) in the NIFTY
500. Without accounting for multiple directorships, there were a total of 477 unique women
directors in these companies. Although India is
improving gender diversity on boards, it still lags
behind on the world stage.
Worldwide, gender diversity in boardrooms
continued on an upward trajectory; although at
different paces. Norway is the first country to
introduce at least 40 per cent women directors
on boards in 2003 and had the highest percentage at 46.7 per cent in 2017. This was followed
closely by France, Sweden and the United
Kingdom at 34 per cent, 33.6 per cent and 20.3
per cent respectively, according to the Credit
Suisse analysis. The biggest improvement in
board diversity was seen in western Europe,
which saw an increase from eight per cent
women directors in 2004 to 26 per cent in 2016.
Gender diversity in boards is relatively stunted
in the United States at 17 per cent when compared to the European nations. Canada, on the
other hand, has shown notable diversity progress
with its Prime Minister appointing 15 women
and 15 men in his Cabinet in 2015. Asian countries, however, lag behind with China at eight per
cent, followed by Singapore (7.9 per cent) and
Indonesia (six per cent). The situation is acute
with some of the biggest Asian businesses like
Samsung, Softbank, Baidu and Hynix having allmale boards.
There were some initial concerns that a sizeable portion of new women directors belonged
to the promoter’s family and members were being
appointed in a non-executive capacity just to
comply with the norms. But latest data invalidates this assumption. According to Prime
Database, there were only 98 women promoter
directors (16 per cent) in the NIFTY 500. Of this
set, 50 per cent were executives and were driving
the company in a leadership capacity. This
implies that a bulk of the women getting
appointed had professional experience and
expertise. This suggests that companies are not
paying mere lip-service to the regulations by promoting family members but have also internalised the legislative intent of the mandated
thresholds.
The contribution of women directors to corporate value-creation has been widely studied.
Most of these studies make the “business case”
for more women on corporate boards, arguing
that if a segment of society’s talent is systematically excluded from boards, not because of talent but gender, then such boards are sub-optimal. Despite these arguments, in most corporate
boards, there is only one woman or a small
minority of women. As such, they are often con-
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THE
CONTRIBUTION
OF WOMEN
DIRECTORS TO
CORPORATE
VALUE-CREATION
HAS BEEN
WIDELY STUDIED.
MOST OF THESE
STUDIES MAKE
THE ‘BUSINESS
CASE’ FOR MORE
WOMEN ON
CORPORATE
BOARDS,
ARGUING THAT IF
A SEGMENT OF
SOCIETY’S
TALENT IS
SYSTEMATICALLY
EXCLUDED FROM
BOARDS, NOT
BECAUSE OF
TALENT BUT
GENDER, THEN
SUCH
BOARDS ARE
SUB-OPTIMAL.
DESPITE THESE
ARGUMENTS, IN
MOST
CORPORATE
BOARDS, THERE
IS ONLY ONE
WOMAN OR A
SMALL MINORITY
OF WOMEN

sidered tokens because of their underrepresentation. The relevant question
to ponder upon is whether an increased
number of women directors leads to the
build-up of critical mass that substantially contributes to firm innovation?
Arguments for a higher number of
women in corporate boards are numerous but in many countries, women, who
serve as board members, are still
tokens. But who are tokens? It is a
researched fact that the majority exerts
more influence in a group of people
than minorities do, by virtue of their
greater numbers. Minorities are easily
marginalised when their presence in a
larger group is modest. Due to their
under-representation in the group,
they are viewed as a symbol or token.
The members of the majority are
‘dominants’ while the remaining minority members are seen as ‘tokens’. And
for these tokens, stereotyping could
result in the perception of barriers to
exerting influence on decisions in the
group.
Moreover, tokens are perceived
negatively, sometimes with downright
derision and are often doubted and not
trusted. As a result, being labelled as a
token often creates discomfort, isolation
and self-doubt. Being perceived as a
token can even interfere with performance. In fact, because of their high visibility, tokens face additional performance pressures and are singled out
because they are different and not
because of their own particular accomplishments. These reactions to tokens
seem to occur whether the token is a
woman or a minority in a larger group.
However, when the size of the
minority group increases to the point
that it is no longer a token, the perspective of board members and the nature
of relations between the minority and
majority change qualitatively. Therefore,
the influence of a minority in a group
depends upon the strength, immediacy and number of its members. Critical
mass theory, in particular, suggests that

the nature of group interactions
depends upon size. When the size of the
sub-group reaches a certain threshold,
or critical mass, the sub-group’s degree
of influence increases. In other words,
this theory suggests that when the
minority group reaches critical mass, a
qualitative change will take place in the
nature of group interactions.
Being a token has three behavioural consequences, namely visibility,
polarisation and assimilation. Visibility
implies that tokens find themselves
being watched all of the time, resulting
in perceptions of performance pressure.
In this situation, there are perceptions
that even small mistakes can be fatal
and tokens feel that they have to work
harder to receive recognition for any
individual achievements. At the same
time, tokens may perceive a pressure
not to out-perform dominants and
some will choose to become socially
invisible and maintain a low profile.
Polarisation implies that the dominant
group feels threatened or uncomfortable around tokens and, therefore,
they heighten their boundaries by
exaggerating their commonality and
their differences vis-a-vis tokens. The
majority may, thus, exclude tokens from
informal networks where important
socialisation takes place and as a result,
the tokens may experience social isolation. Finally, assimilation implies
that tokens are forced into stereotypical categories defined by dominants.
Tokens are then not seen as they really are and the majority group forces
them into limited and caricatured
roles. Expectations as to what is “suitable behaviour” for a woman are an
example of this. Importantly, these three
mechanisms are predictions of how the
dominants behave towards tokens, as
well as the subjective reactions of the
tokens in terms of their own status.
Therefore, the question is: How
many women should be a part of the
board to elevate their position from
mere tokens to critical mass? Women,

as minorities in a male-dominated
environment, have little chance to
exert influence on the organisation until
they become a consistent or significant
minority. Above that point, they could
begin to effect organisational changes.
Recent studies of women on corporate
boards suggest that the critical mass of
women directors is reached when
boards of directors have “at least three
women” who can influence the dynamics and thought processes among
members.
Additionally, having “at least three
women directors” makes the boards
more heterogeneous and allows majority-minority interactions and processes to take place, thereby enabling the
overall board to take high-quality decisions. This view is also supported by
other studies suggesting that heterogeneous groups produce higher quality
decisions than homogeneous groups on
complex tasks and generate more innovative solutions. It is also well recognised
that pressures for uniformity are an
impediment to good problem-solving
and homogeneous groups may hamper
innovation because high levels of cohesion produce pressures towards conformity. Therefore, heterogeneity, assuming that persons differing in category
will provide diverse approaches to
problems and, therefore, overall performance will improve, is considered valuable.
The size of the minority group of
women directors requires particular
attention: Appointing only one woman
director would seem to be inexpedient
since as suggested by tokenism theories,
they will be categorised, stereotyped and
ignored by the majority group (of male
directors). Thus, policy-makers should
move from “at least one woman director” to more and ensure that
women reach a critical mass in the
boards to be able to have higher influence and say.
(The writer is Assistant Professor,
Amity University.)

Social work curriculum gets an Indian icon
The contribution of ancient Indian academicians has been recognised by their modern counterparts across nationalities, particularly in contemporary
inter-disciplinary researches where social work needs to borrow ideas from Indian philosophy through cross-pollination

DR BISHNU MOHAN DASH AND
SIDDHESHWAR SHUKLA
he conferment of Bharat Ratna to
Nanaji Deshmukh is a great gift to
academicians, professionals and students of social work discipline in India
who have been celebrating his birth
anniversary on October 11 as Indian Social
Work Day or Bharatiya Samaj Karya
Diwas and are dedicated to decolonising
social work education in Indian universities.
Since time immemorial, Indian academicians have been working for the integrated and holistic development of society. Although termed in different typology, the ancient Indian academicians have
developed various methodologies and
models to engage with and address the
concerns of society, from individual to
family, community to nation and the
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whole world. They were the first to present the philosophy of international peace
by presenting the concept of a global family or Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. The contribution of ancient Indian academicians
has been recognised by their modern
counterparts across nationalities, particularly in contemporary inter-disciplinary
researches where social work needs to borrow ideas from Indian philosophy through
cross-pollination for negotiating functional deadlocks related to human behaviour.
In our school days, we were taught a
lot about the great Indians who had done
great social service and also spearheaded
reform movements from time to time.
However, at the university level we were
made to learn that social work as a practice was alien to the Indian sub-continent
before establishment of the Tata Institute
of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai by an
American citizen during British colonial
rule in 1936. This is because in the social
work curriculum, there is hardly any mention of the social service and reforms of
the great Indian philosophers, academicians and legendary personalities who
flourished from the century before Christ.
Students of social work are also compelled

to swallow that it is because of TISS that
social work was gradually included in university curriculum and that we received it
as part of our colonial heritage. Till date,
the curriculum related to social work in
almost all universities follows a pattern set
in the British colonial period — import a
template from Euro-American countries
and implement them in Indian universities. Except some institutions with Indian
academicians did design their curriculum
on the basis of the Gandhian philosophy.
This strategy of “import and execute” has
been best explained by Kalyan Shankar
Mandal in his research paper, ‘American
Influence on Social Work Education in
India and its Impact’, published in the
Economic and Political Weekly on
December 9, 1989.
We are not against idea exchange but
this intellectual import in the discipline of
social work has been unidirectional. The
idea to dismantle this intellectual cage
imposed on us by the colonial government
of British India was always on the mind
of our free-thinking academicians. A ray
of hope came when the Mahatma Gandhi
Antarrashtriya Hindu Vishwavidyalaya,
Wardha, invited social work academicians

from across the country to design a new
curriculum for the discipline in a two-day
national workshop titled “Bharatiyakaran
of Social Work Curriculum” last June.

Over 40 social work academicians and
practitioners from over two dozen Central
and provincial universities participated.
The academicians also adopted a 10-point
action plan to decolonise the curriculum
through an intellectual movement.
During the workshop, they unanimously recognised the academic and
professional contributions of Nanaji
Deshmukh to social work and adopted a
proposal to celebrate his birth anniversary
as Indian Social Work Day.
Bharat Ratna Nanaji Deshmukh was a
multi-faceted personality, a social worker par excellence, educationist and development economist. He was also active in
politics but perhaps the only politician
who voluntarily proclaimed his retirement
at the age of 60 and became a full-time
social worker. He not only developed his
own model of integrated and holistic
development of the villages but also
implemented them in practice. He singlehandedly turned the fate of over 500 villages in the drought-affected areas of
Chitrakoot in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Maharashtra. He also established the
Mahatma Gandhi Chitrakoot Gramodaya
Vishwavidyalaya on February 12, 1991.

This is the first university in India dedicated to rural development and is a great
centre of learning his social work models
based on the philosophy of Mahatma
Gandhi and the integral humanistic philosophy of Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhayaya.
Social service models, practices, reform
movements, rural reconstruction experiments and socio-developmental philosophies of Nanak Dev, Jyotiba Phule, B. R.
Ambedkar, Mahatma Gandhi, Swami
Vivekananda, Narayana Guru and all
those who evolved from the Indic perspective should be given due space in the curriculum of social work at various levels.
There is need for high quality research and
experimentation in this direction for
which the government agencies should
provide required resources.
The conferment of Bharat Ratna is a
welcome step and indeed a landmark for
social work discipline in India but there
is a long way to go.
(Dr Bishnu Modhan Dash is a Faculty
in Social Work Department of Delhi
University’s B.R. Ambedkar College.
Siddheshwar Shukla has been Fellow in
Makhanlal Chaturvedi University, Bhopal.)
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THE CLAT PREP

QUOTE OF THE DAY
Education without values, as
useful as it is, seems rather to
make man a more clever devil
— C.S. Lewis

The Common Law Admission Test is three months away. AMANDEEP RAJGOTRA
shares tips on how to get that perfect score
or a very long time, both Law and
Management courses have got
huge popularity. The reason
which makes them a favourite choice
for students is primarily that the
courses are neutral to all the streams
either Engineering or Humanities.
Second, they have huge scope in
terms of career and respect in the society. However, larger the picture they
show of the future, it also demands a
lot of focus for preparation along with
determination and perseverance to
crack the beast like entrance exams of
the reputed colleges and universities.
Majority of Commerce and
Humanities students are the ones who
prefer to ride this journey of preparation for the entrances, be it BMS DU
entrance exam or All India Law
Entrance Examination (CLAT) lightly and end up losing the chance of getting into their dream college due to
least focusing ability and lack of timemanagement skill.
Both Law and Management courses give huge opportunities like paralegal, detective, litigators, lawyers, judicial services, social work and working
on management level posts in MNCs
, banks and also starting one’s own business respectively. Students and parents
both understand how important the
foundational step of clearing the
entrance exam is and parents need to
decide whether they want their child
to have fun now and struggle later
when the focus shifts to board class in
order to score a good percentage for a
good college.
Hence the pre-requisite hard work
required to crack the exam is well evident. Studying at the 11th hour is never
a fruitful exercise, it does not fetch the
students much benefit, but if they make
it a regular routine to prepare for a
paper with a disciplined outlook, they
are sure to achieve their goals. It's
always good to have a path and vision
from an early age.
Preparing for entrance exam for
Law is no rocket science and to understand how, it is always better to start
the preparation a year before than to
have last minute stress. Syllabus procrastinated to the last minute creates
anxiety and confusion for students that
leads to demeaning the confidence of

UG-PG PROGRAMMES

The Indian Institute of Art
and Design (IIAD) invites
applications for its new undergraduate and postgraduate programmes.
The IIAD, in collaboration
with Kingston School of Art,
London, offers UG programmes
in Fashion Design, Fashion
Business
Management,
Communication Design and
Interior Architecture & Design.
It also offers postgraduate programmes in Fashion Design
and Fashion Business
Management. The Institute
offers these programmes
through its creative studio-based
campus in New Delhi.
Admission Process: IIAD
Entrance Test
Last date to apply: April 17,
2019.
How to apply: Log on to
www.iiad.edu.in.
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students appearing for competitive
entrance exams, hence it is very much
important to start the preparation
well on time. In the initial stage, the syllabus looks humongous but when
segregated and planned perfectly it
becomes much easier. As it is well said
consistent efforts always tend to make
you more confident. Preparing for such
exams require at least few hours of
practice every day to crack the entrance
exams, which is an addition to a busy
schedule.

CHANGES

Here is the new change in the
CLAT, 2019 which is national law
entrance exam to enroll into the best
law colleges and universities is now
offline. The major sections in the
paper are general knowledge, current
affairs, english, logical reasoning and,
mathematics.
The dream destination for most of
the law aspirants for example IIM
Indore and many other prestigious colleges and universities having entrance

test that comprises of three stages that
are first aptitude test consists of quantitative aptitude and verbal ability.
Second is writing ability test and third
is personal interview.
It is essential to be equipped with
all of these topics in order to get an
admission, and one of the keys to crack
these examinations is not only to
know multiple things but also to manage time simultaneously. The difficulty level of an entrance exam seems to
increase because as a student we lack:
n Time Management: It becomes very
important for a student to focus on class
XII boards and to prepare for entrance
examinations. It becomes essential for
the student to strike out a balance
between the two exams. As one is
important for you to get an admission
based on marks and the other gets you
a chance to study in a premier academic institution through an entrance
examination.

n Practice: It is important for students

to spare time to put their efforts in keeping pace with constant practice. This
will not only make them well versed
with the pattern of competitive exams
but also will help them to have a cutting edge over others. So, preparing
young minds early can prove extremely beneficial for students, It’s like molding clay into a shape when it's still wet
which is why it stays for a longer duration.
As an aspirant, students should
know their pain points like Vocabulary,
which cannot be mastered overnight
and requires a constant effort.
Improving calculations by using techniques like Vedic Math can be used to
do faster calculations and Current
Affairs are also an ongoing process to
make or break section in any
competitive examination.

Charting the hiring landscape
he online job portal in India —
shine.com, recently projected growth
T
areas in the hiring sectors for 2019 while
charting hiring trends in 2018. The
tech-driven job search platform leveraged its vast pool of data collated over
the past year to map the Indian hiring
landscape, focusing on key growth
regions and functional areas across
industries.
Top metro cities like Bengaluru,
Mumbai, Delhi, and Chennai have
retained their dominant positions as the
regions with the highest talent demand.
However, emerging cities like
Hyderabad, Pune, Kolkata, and
Ahmedabad also staked their claim as
regional job hubs, having performed
exceptionally well in terms of hiring in
2018.
On the back of its burgeoning IT
sector, Hyderabad broke through into
the top five cities for hiring in the past
year. According to the portal’s estimates,
the growth trend witnessed across tierII cities can be attributed to the sprawling FMCG/consumer durables, pharmaceuticals and healthcare, and energy and renewables sectors in these geographies.
An industry-wise demand analysis
highlighted that IT-Software, BFSI,
Manufacturing and BPO/KPO, which
were the most active recruitment sectors in 2017, continued to hold top positions in 2018 as well. Within the IT/
software sector, job requirements have
increased across technologies such as
data science, artificial intelligence,
cybersecurity and progressive applications.
While job positions are on the rise,
major upskilling is required for professionals to take up these roles.
Widespread technological uptake in the

BPO/KPO sector has made for
increased job creation and this trend is
bound to continue in 2019 as well.
As more manufacturing plants are
set up in India, new jobs will be created in tier II and III cities where these
manufacturing plants are typically
located. The rise of Fintech firms,
mobile wallets, and numerous payment
apps has ensured the steady growth of
the BFSI sector, which will also retain
its spot in the highest job creating industries in 2019. Emerging industries that
are displaying an increase in hiring in
2019 also include education and healthcare. Numerous tech startups in these
two sectors were launched in 2018, propelling growth and job creation in 2019
as well.
In an interesting development, significant acceleration in hiring was witnessed across previously sluggish industries like engineering and construction,

which entered the top 10 list in 2018.
According to the report, increased hiring across the engineering and construction domain in tier-II areas can be
ascribed to infrastructural advances.
In terms of functional areas
IT/Software, customer service, banking
and finance, and production emerged
as the top functions in 2018. As an
increasing number of organisations
embrace technology to boost growth,
IT/Software has become the most
sought after job role across industries.
Furthermore, an increase in startups in
the Fintech sector has led to unprecedented growth in the BFSI industry. As
India progresses towards becoming
the world’s youngest workforce, the production sector is receiving a significant
boost. In fact, India is projected to
become a manufacturing hub over the
next few years. This has led production
and manufacturing to become one of

the leading functional areas hiring
professionals in 2018.
Speaking on the dynamic trends,
Zairus Master, CEO of shine.com, said:
“A greater focus on technology, across
industries, has caused significant growth
in the hiring domain in the past year.
We have witnessed accelerated growth
in sectors such as healthcare and BFSI,
with players in the domain quickly
embracing innovation and evolving
their processes. In 2019 and beyond, we
are expecting to see the top hiring cities
including Bangalore, Mumbai and
Delhi to retain their top positions.
However, we won’t be surprised if Tier
2 cities such as Indore and Jaipur take
prime positions over the next few
years. Furthermore, it is heartening to
see the education and training sector
picking up pace, as professionals gear
themselves up by picking up new skills
for technologically-advanced job roles
emerging across IT and non-IT sectors
alike. We expect our Shine Learning
business to also benefit from this
trend.”
As industries continued to gain
scale on the back of increased technological deployment, a steady increase
was seen in hiring across Sales and
Business Development functions as
well in 2018. Additionally, with more
and more professionals focusing on
upskilling themselves for new-age job
roles, the education, training, and language sector registered a significant
uptick in 2018 as well.
Industry experts are anticipating
accelerated hiring across all current
high-growth domains in 2019. These
future trends, without a doubt, will be
majorly influenced by large-scale technological uptake and the changing
nature of jobs across all industries.

Solar powered campus at PDM University
he
PDM
University,
Bahadurgarh, Harayana has
become one of the front runners in
the State to utilise solar energy
extensively for illuminating the
campus spread over 95 acres of land
in Delhi-NCR.
The university has installed
3400 solar panels on the roof top
of all the buildings of its various
departments like Engineering,
Dental, Pharmacy, Science,
Humanities, Architecture, Arts,
Law, Business & Commerce, Mass
Communications & Agriculture
along with institutions like
Polytechnic, Public & Primary
School associated with 25-year-old

T

A still of solar panels at PDM University

PDM Group.
These panels will generate
energy to run a 1,100 KW solar PV
plant project.
All the energy needs of hi-tech
class rooms, laboratories, hostels,
mess, sports gymnasium, offices
and administrative building of the
university will be taken care by this
solar plant. The solar panel systems
will be linked to a centralised electrical substation situated inside
the campus for collective solar
coverage.
Chitresh Lather, CEO of PDM
University, said that several benefits like eco-friendly approach,
cost-effectiveness, diverse appli-

cation use and constant technological advancements have encouraged the university management to
adopt solar panel concept model.
“Learning about renewable energy early and being exposed to
solar panels on top of schools and
colleges will have an incredibly positive effect on students who are
future consumers,” he said.
Dr Rajesh Sood, Director
(IAH), of the university, said:
“Having a full fledged solar power
plant will curtail the dependency on
the power grid as it is designed in
such a way that it will automatically
switch over to solar power, when
the battery is fully charged.”

The writer is National Product Head, Law,
Pratham Education

The University of Sheffield,
UK is inviting applications for
the MA Urban Design and
Planning programme starting in
September 2019.
The programme equips students with the required skills to
produce sensitive plans and creative designs, taking into
account the financial and practical issues associated with urban
development. Students will
develop skills in urban design
and planning that are ideally
suited to the challenges associated with managing rapid urban
growth and change.
Eligibility: Under-graduates with 60 per cent or first
class from a reputable university. Overall IELTS grade of 6.5
with a minimum of 6.0 in each
component, or equivalent.
Last date to apply:
September 30, 2019
How to apply: Log on to
usp-admissions@sheffield.ac.uk

MSC IN ALLERGY

University of Southampton
invites applications for UK’s
only full-time MSc Allergy programme.

The programme is designed
to help healthcare professionals
to gain a greater understanding
of allergic diseases and to be able
to translate this knowledge into
their everyday practice. It will
provide effective education and
training in the mechanisms,
diagnosis, treatment and management of allergic disease.
Programme Duration:
One-year full-time (Can be
extended to two-five years on
part-time basis).
Eligibility Criteria: Secondclass honors degree or relevant
post-qualifying professional
experience and a minimum
overall IELTS score of 7.0;
undergraduate medical students
who have achieved 60 per cent
or above in all of their Year 3
assessments are also eligible to
apply.
Last date to apply: June 30,
2019 (early applications by
March 15 are advisable).
How to apply: Log on to
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/
medicine/postgraduate/taught_co
urses/msc_allergy

BA IN FASHION DESIGN

The Indian Institute of Art and
Design (IIAD) in collaboration
with Kingston School of Art,
London offers undergraduate
programmes in Fashion Design,
Fashion Business Management,
Communication Design and
Interior Architecture & Design.
It also offers postgraduate programmes in Fashion Design
and Fashion Business
Management.
Eligiblity: Class XII in any
stream for undergraduate programmes
Last date to apply: April 17
How to apply: Log on to
apply@iiad.edu.in.

TIPTOP Coach the life skill spirit
DR SUJATHA VARALWAR tells you how to impart vital life skills in children
he role of education is to
prepare our future generaT
tions to take their rightful place
in society, as future learners,
professionals and citizens.
Yet, there is often a fundamental mismatch between the
skills students are taught in
classrooms and those they will
need to function effectively in
the wider world. A recent study
conducted by a leading research
company named YouGov has
found that less than one out of
every five surveyed employers
considered graduates as ‘workready’.
With the world evolving
faster and workplaces becoming more competitive than ever
before, it becomes especially
important for educators to
equip students — especially
those preparing to undertake
further education or to enter
the workforce — with key life
skills, so that they are better
equipped to face the challenges
that the future has in store for
them. Key among these are:
n Seed emotional intelligence:
Emotionally intelligent children eventually grow into welladjusted, strong and self-aware
adults. To teach your children
emotional intelligence, begin by
first acknowledging their perspective and communicating
empathy, even if you do not
necessarily agree. Accepting a
child’s emotions, rather than
denying or minimising them,
enables him/her to accept the
emotion, resolve their feelings
and move on. In the long term,

this teaches children to self-regulate their own emotions and
allows them to move on to the
next step, namely problemsolving.
n Impart critical-thinking:
Facts and figures are important,
but not enough for the bulk of
children’s education to be centred on memorising data.
Children must also learn to
think for themselves — to use
evidence, logically evaluate
available information and form
their own opinions. This will
play a crucial role in their
higher studies as well as their
future careers.
n Improve communication:
Written and oral communication skills will eventually play a
key role in every sphere of your
child’s life. Improve your child’s
written communication by
encouraging them to participate
in writing-based extracurricular activities. Oral communi-

cation can be strengthened
with regular, consistent practice
— have children discuss their
problems with you, rather than
only telling them how things
should be done.
n Work ethic: Good work ethic
will prove to be a key differentiator for children as they
mature into young adults. It is
therefore important to never
stop stressing on the importance of them performing any
task they take up to the best of
their abilities. In school, this
could mean submitting projects
and assignments on time, and
making sure they prepare for
tests and evaluations.
n Time
management:
Professionals, today, are expected to do more with the limited
time and means they have, in
order to truly differentiate
themselves. This makes it especially important for children to
be taught the basics of time
management at an early age. A
good way to begin is by having
them buy a planner, which
they can use to make a note of
upcoming deadlines, goals and
key milestones.
The writer is health and lifestyle coach

School honoured with India K-12 Award
he St Frobel Senior Secondary
School, Pashchim Vihar, Delhi
T
received the prestigious India K-12
Awards for Excellence in ParentConnect Programme from the
Eldrok India K-12 summit. The
award is the recognition of the
school’s support to improve schooling experience of its students
through multiple outreach programs between parents and teachers.
Dr Ragini Kaul, Prinicipal, St
Frobel Sr Secondary School, said:
“We are honoured to receive this
prestigious award and thankful to
the Eldrok India. The award is a

Dr Ragini Kaul, principal of St Frobel Senior
School receives the award

testimony to the efforts being
invested by our staff and reaffirms
our commitment towards the
School’s mission of delivering
quality education. Through purity of intention and synergistic
approach of both parents and the
school we can light the fire of desire
in children’s heart and inspire them
to take up a decision making global career and dedicate life to changing the world and make it a better
place for everyone.”
By delivering quality education, the SFS is impacting to more
than 2000 students in the North
and West Delhi.
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How to keep the
youth stress-free
Is it possible to rethink upbringing?
ANURADHA RAI tells you how all the
stakeholders can contribute towards it

A

exams
Manage the

With Class XII Board exams round the corner to be followed by JEE Mains, PARTHA HALDER, shares
tips on how the students can cope with both
n few week’s time the exam season is about to begin. First it will
be the CBSE Class XII Board in
March followed by engineering
entrance exams. Since it will be a
long season of exams it is important to prepare a systematic and
workable plan for optimising time,
resources and most importantly the
outcome in each exam. Students
from Science are essentially engineering aspirants and would have
appeared in JEE Main held in
January 2019 by the National
Testing Agency (NTA). Those who
did not appear in January and/or
those who wish to improve their
January percentile will get another
chance to appear in JEE Main in
April 2019. So a student has Board
and JEE Main exam to deal. Tips for
them.

I

DEAL WITH THE VOLUME
The syllabus of JEE Main is
equal to the syllabus of CBSE
Classes XI and XII. In view of
upcoming Class XII board exam, a
student is likely to cover the Class
XII syllabus very well. Since a substantial portion of questions asked
in JEE Main is from Class XI, a student must factor in the revision of
this portion in their study plan.
There is a likelihood that a student

might be out of touch with Class XI
syllabus for a sustained period of
time due to board and competitive
exams. In such a case revision of
Class XI syllabus should be strategic. Student’s who completed Class
XII last year, and targeting JEE in
2019 should focus on both Class XI
and XII syllabus.

REVISION
Revising is very important. It
will help for both the Board and JEE
Main exam. Evaluate the weightage
attached to different chapters, as it
will help you to decide the time
required to be devoted for revision.
Make revision notes so that you can
quickly brush up the concepts. Give
due importance to fourth and fifth
subjects of the Boards, as they are
key contributor to your overall percentage.

CLARIFY YOUR DOUBTS
After you have finished revising a chapter, you should feel
100% confident of solving any
question being asked on that chapter. If not, reach out to your teacher
and clarify doubts.

PRACTICE
Once the doubts are cleared,
you should start practicing ques-

ur character is our identity and the way
we build it is our personal effectiveness.
In other words, personal effectiveness
means caring about the difference you make as
an individual. It is more than going through the
motions, but rather, having a profound
commitment to understand who you are and
how you can make a difference. If you join the
ranks of people who are students of personal
and professional effectiveness, your life will
become more meaningful, both at home and
on the job. By following the below tips
students and professionals can leverage their
personal effectiveness degree to great heights.
Awareness: Look inside and think about
your habits, behaviors and the values that you
nurture. Explore how your

O

Practice as much
as possible. Try
to solve the
questions by
yourself at first
attempt. If you
are unable to
solve them, only
then refer to the
solution
tions from the chapter that you just
finished revising (from Board
exam and JEE Main perspective).
Make sure that you practice 5 or 6
marks questions of Board exams.
Also solve JEE Main type questions. Try to solve problems by
yourself in the first attempt. If you
are unable to solve, then refer to the
solution. If you had faced any difficulty while solving any specific
type of question in last one year,
make sure that you practice it now.
Question Paper for Boards: It
is a good way to mentally prepare

core goals either help or hinder your progress.
Self-awareness is the most critical step in the
model because without it, you won't recognize
the need for change.
Desire: Many people are aware that their
behavior is ineffective, but they don't care.
Self-awareness without a desire to change
won't result in change. The goal of improving
conditions or your situation at work or at home
can be a strong motivation for change.
Knowledge: You have access to vast
amounts of information on how to change a
behavior or habit. Gaining knowledge is an
easy step if you know where to look. Explore
the Internet, visit your local bookstore, take a
college course or attend a seminar but do
attain the necessary knowledge.

MPOWER Financing is
launching its brand-new
Women in Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM)
Scholarship programme to
honour the United Nation’s
International Day of Women
and Girls in Science.
They are looking for talented women and men who
can help us shape the future
of financial technology. The
aim to encourage women to
step-up and enlighten the
world about their work as
well as aspire to achieve
greater breakthroughs in
their chosen field through
the STEM Scholarship.
How to apply: The
details are available at
https://www.mpowerfinancing.com/scholarships.
The University of
Sheffield, UK is pleased to
offer Computer Science
Excellence Scholarship to
overseas undergraduate students.
Scholarships of up to
£2000 will be awarded as a
one-off payment in recognition of academic excellence
to overseas students starting
an UG degree September
2019.
Eligibility: You must:
Make The University of
Sheffield your first (firm)
choice in the UCAS applica-

tion process for
2019 entry, Apply to study
a full-time undergraduate
programme in the
Department of Computer
Science, Be classed as an
international student for
tuition fee purposes, Be taking all prerequisite subjects
for your selected degree.
The scholarship amount
is depended on your academic achievement please
email the Undergraduate
Admissions Team: ug-compsci@sheffield.ac.uk
For further details https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/fa
culty/engineering/study/scholarships.
The Faculty of
Humanities and Social
Sciences at the University of
Strathcyle, Glasgow is offering Indian students the
opportunity of a scholarship
award up to £4,000 towards
the cost of their tuition fees
for each year of UG and PG
law coursesfor September
2019.
Eligibility: Applicants
must: Be a resident in India,
Be available to commence
their academic studies by the
start of the academic year in
September 2019. Be applying
for a full-time undergraduate
or postgraduate programme.
For further information,
please contact: hass-pgenquiries@strath.ac.uk or
hass-ugselectors@strath.ac.uk
Application deadline:
The last date to apply is
August 30, 2019

thoroughly to begin with. The
instructions carry lot of important
insight about the paper. Scan the
question paper to spot questions
that you can answer and prioritise
accordingly.
n In Board exam: While
answering, mention the property
or formula used. Final answers
must be highlighted. Marks will be
deducted for missing steps. Do not
skip steps. Attempt the entire
question paper. When you skip a
question you lose an opportunity
to score.
nIn JEE Main, data shows that
the cut-off generally averages
around 30%. You need not attempt
all questions. Attempt only those
that you are completely sure of.
nIf you get stuck while solving
a question, move on to the next.
You can revisit the question later
with a fresh mind and save time.
nKeep your stress level under
check: The exam environment can
add to stress. Try to stay away from
it. If you get stressed, have some
water & take some deep breaths.
nGive time for revision: If you
manage to finish the exam early, do
not submit the paper. Go through
the paper to rectify errors, if any.
The writer is Centre Head, FIITJEE,
Punjabi Bagh

MINDIT

STUDY CENTRES
echatronic engineering is an
interdisciplinary engineering
field. It is often referred to
as robotic science as well. It
unites the principles of mechanics, electronics and computing,
and the end purpose is to design
a simpler and more economical
system. In order to be eligible for
a course at UG level in mechatronics you need to have done
10+2 or equivalent with Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics.
A mechatronics graduate can
utilise his multiple skills for system designing, and manufacturing
the products by incorporating
control, electronic and computer
devices. A few more colleges
where one can study are:
n Anna University, Chennai.
Course: ME Mechatronics
Engineering
n Nehru Institute of Technology,
Coimbatore. Course: ME
Mechatronics Engineering
n The Indian Engineering
College, Rajaas Engineering
College, Tirunelveli. Course: ME
Mechatronics Engineering
n Mangalore Institute of
Technology and Engineering,
Mangalore. Course: MTech
Mechatronics Engineering
n Central Institute of Tool Design,
Hyderabad. Course: MTech
Mechatronics
Engineering

M

yourself and be exam ready. The
more you practice and solve question papers the more confident you
become.
Computer Based Test (CBT)
for JEE Main: Acclimatisation is
the key. Since JEE Main has
become CBT from this year, getting
familiar with the testing environment is crucial so that the accuracy and speed doesn't drop.
nSolving mock tests is the
most important part of preparation. It is advisable to write at least
one mock test each for Board &
JEE Main, every week. It will help
to assess your preparation, figure
out the weak areas, build exam
temperament, learn to effectively
manage time during exam,
improve upon speed and accuracy. For JEE Main it is important to
subscribe to an All India Level Test
Series in CBT format so as to get
a national benchmarking or at least
join an online Test Series for practice.
nIt’sextremely crucial to spot
and analyse mistakes if you do not
want to repeat it in the actual
exam.
nSolve previous years questions papers for Board and JEE
Main within fixed time limit.
nRead the Question Paper

Practice: Only when you practice
constantly, does a new behavior replace an old
one. Effective practice begins with setting a
deadline for beginning a change that will
increase effectiveness.
Success: Develop an image or vision of
what the change you are seeking looks like.
Success often comes in small packages. Don't
overlook quick compliments from co-workers
when they begin to notice your changes in
behavior.
Habit integration: It takes time and effort
to integrate changes in behaviour into your

n informal survey revealed some
very useful insights into an adolescent’s world. Comparisons
with friends, how well prepared they
are, parental expectations, peer pressure, need for approval, Pressure of
social media with a need to stay connected and not be left behind, lack of
sleep are some issues that came up.
Is there some way that we can
rethink our upbringing and parenting?
Do schools have a role to play? Can we
prepare our youngsters so that the
whole test taking experience becomes
a stress-free experience? Let us look at
the role of each stake-holders.
Role of school and the teachers:
Even though the traditional schools
based on the assembly line industrial
model have served us well through the
19th and early 20th centuries, it is no
longer relevant today. The changed
demands of the times where employers are looking for well-rounded individuals, there is dire need to transform
the school system.
By establishing a set of wide consistencies, schools need to create a productive learning community. Schools
need to foster a growth mindset, and
explicitly teach self- management skills.
Rather than focus on the teaching content, the focus has to be on the process
and on teaching how to learn.
In order for our students to become
good at test taking, we need to adequately equip them with study skills
right from the early stage. To illustrate,
a long answer requires global understanding whereas an objective type test
requires attention to detail. Therefore,
training students to recognise the
strategies as per the text is important.
Students: While preparing for
exams, one needs to balance and manage time well. Creating a plan by
breaking the entire syllabus into smaller chunks that need to be accomplished
on a daily basis and following up on the
schedule, creating lists, taking and
making notes, prioritising, having a
fixed bed time and getting enough rest,
limiting distractions by setting self imposed limits, rewarding yourself
and most importantly having a proper place to study are some suggestions
to help one study.
While taking an exam one point to

daily routine. Habits are born over time, and
when practiced consistently, you'll begin to
experience your behavioral change in a natural
way.
Clarity: Clarity provides confidence. Ask
questions if you are not 100 percent sure of
your responsibilities. Schedule time quarterly
to re-evaluate firm goals, how your
responsibilities fulfill those goals, and how you
can better partner with team members to reach
each goal.
Research: Take time to research. Do your
homework before taking on a new task. You'll

CUSTOMER SERVICE AT AIM FOX
Location: Delhi
Stipend: `2,500 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82857
Application deadline: February 20, 2019
VIDEO ANCHORING AT MAYAPURI GROUP
Location: Delhi
Stipend: `5,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82858
Application deadline:
February 26, 2019
HR AT AZIM PREMJI
FOUNDATION
Location: Bengaluru
Stipend: `7,000 per
month
Link:
internshala.com/i/82859
Application deadline: February
21, 2019
MARKETING AT IDBI FEDERAL
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
Location: Delhi
Stipend: `8,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82860
Application deadline: February
21, 2019
OPERATIONS AT JINDAL STAINLESS
Location: Delhi
Stipend: `5,000-`10,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82861
Application deadline: February 18, 2019
GRAPHIC DESIGN AT FIRST STEP DIGITAL
Location: Delhi
Stipend: `3,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82862
Application deadline: February 18, 2019
DIGITAL MARKETING AT ABAXSOFT SOLUTIONS
Location: Work From Home
Stipend: `3,000-`8,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82863
Application deadline: February 21, 2019

be better prepared to present strategies to
reach each objective.
Write a letter to your future self: Where
do you see yourself in one year, three years, or
even five years? What will be the same? What
will be different? Write a letter to yourself and
work hard to become that person.
Identify your blind spots: Blind spots are
areas we are unaware of about ourselves and
may cause good intentions to be perceived in a
negative way. Blind spots can hold you back
and prevent professional development. To
identify blind spots you must be willing to look
at yourself honestly, ask others for feedback,
and be willing to make changes. Reach out to
your peers and ask how you are perceived; you
may discover behaviors that hinder your

Anuradha Rai
Principal, Ambience School Gurgaon

remember is to manage time well. As
far as being able to complete a paper
in time is concerned, typically questions
have word limits so one must try to
stick to those. In case you get stuck on
a question do not waste time go on to
other question and come back to it later.
If feeling anxious, taking a few deep
breaths and using positive affirmations
makes one feel better.Also, some of us
need to have a scribe either because of
a physical constraint or because of a
limitation which would affect our test
performance adversely and not reflect
our actual abilities. Each one of us is
unique and just accepting this and making use of all available resources is a
sensible choice.
Parents: Parents have a very important role in helping build self-esteem
and self -approval. They need to realise
that each child is unique with his or her
own strengths. Celebrating this uniqueness, supporting the child in realising
his/her dreams. Spending quality time,
not comparing with other children or
siblings, respecting individual point of
views and perspectives, being open and
transparent, ensuring supportive study
spaces, prioritising or time management are some other ways in which
parents can play a supportive role.

influence as well as strengths you're not aware
of. View feedback as an asset rather than a
judgment; which will allow you to make
adjustments to align your reputation with your
ideal self.
Know your competition: Identify what
they're doing right and use it as a learning
opportunity.
Acknowledge others: Help others excel,
express gratitude, and give credit where credit
is due. You'll be surprised how much
encouragement and motivation helps your
team and you rise together. Always remember,
keep your actions positive
The writer is Pallavi Prakash, Motivational Speaker
and Founder-CEO of Knowledge
Seed Learning Centre

IN BRIEF
ONLINE ADMISSION SOFTWARE

SUMMER PROGRAMME

ity Innovates, a digital &
technology company has
announced the launch of its
Online Admission Software aimed
at automating the admission
process for educational institutions
through digitisation.
It is an integrated software that
caters to functions
like marketing
automation, campaign
management,
application
management, and
lead management.
The platform brings

he Knowledge@Wharton High
School (KWHS) Global Young
Leaders Academy Summer
Program explores entrepreneurship,
leadership, business and finance
skills with select groups of high
school students from around the
world. Students aged 15-18 years
are eligible to apply through
BrainGain Magazine.
The programme accepts a
limited number of applicants.
Interested and eligible candidates
should apply online at
http://wharton.braingainmag.com.
The two-week program costs
US $5,115 per student, including
tuition, ground transportation,
medical-insurance coverage during
the program, lodging and boarding.

C

together the internal and external
stakeholders to provide the much
needed real-time visibility for
greater transparency
The platform captures offline
and online leads, converts leads
into applications, and manages the
leads and applications seamlessly.
It then integrates with the social
websites, cloud telephony, and
existing IT-fabric and ERPs to
automate marketing campaigns and
track lead sources, lead status, and
campaign performance, in order to
generate better outcomes and yield
quality results.

LIFE SKILLS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
ancers
International
School and The
University of Sydney
has come up with a
collaborative session
on Life skills for the
21st Century. The daylong session in had
many events such as
expert talks, summer
programs, and

L

workshops.
The main motive
of the event was to
equip students for the
emerging careers.
Furthermore, the
collaboration also
intends to guide and
empower students as
they progress towards
their career goals.
Where-in, Professor

Miles delivered a short
guest lecture on "Life
Skills for the 21st
Century" to show the
importance of the
industrial revolution,
job trend that sets the
Creativity, emotional
intelligence, critical
thinking, and
interdisciplinary
knowledge.

VISIONARY LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
tudents of the Post Graduate
Programme in Enterprise
Management (PGPEM) at IIM
Bangalore (IIM-B), in association
with IIMB’s innovation and
entrepreneurship hub, NSRCEL,
hosted — Drishti 2019 – a
visionary leadership summit and
alumni reunion.
In addition to the interesting
keynote speeches and panel
discussions, the event also included
workshops on digital marketing and

S

a hackathon night. The industry
leaders showed a glimpse of what
the future holds.
Professor G Raghuram,
Director, IIM-B, spoke about the
new infrastructure being built at the
existing and the new IIMB
campuses and how they are to be
utilised in the best possible manner.
He also shared his views on the
PGPEM programme. “Everybody is
in the programme for the learning
value,” he said.

T

BE INDUSTRY READY
arasaraopeta Engineering
College (NEC), Guntur, in
partnership with Microsoft
Technology Associate, will conduct a
workshop on Azure Cloud on
February 14-15, 2019. The objective
of the workshop is to train the
participants in the principles and
working behind Azure. The workshop
will include details about a range of
cloud services like computing,
analytics, storage and networking.
The primary aim of the workshop is
to help students to stand out and get
hired faster.
Speaking about the importance
of IT workshops, M Chakravarthi,
NEC Vice-chair, said: “Students have
to be industry ready. Knowing the
subject matter is not enough. We
have been conducting industry visits
to factories. This time we want to
teach students what all works and
tools are used in the IT industry.”

N
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Sensex drops 241 points
PTI n MUMBAI

he BSE Sensex dropped
over 200 points, ending in
the negative terrain for the
fourth straight session on
Tuesday, as investors intensified
selling towards the fag end of
the day, even as global cues
remained positive.
Realty, IT, FMCG and
banking counters witnessed
heavy selling ahead of index of
the release of industrial production (IIP) data for
December and consumer price
inflation (CPI) numbers for
January. Indices failed to hold
on to opening gains as profittaking re-emerged in the later
part of the session, wiping off
initial gains, with the BSE
Sensex settling 241.41 points,
or 0.66 per cent, down at
36,153.62 points. The gauge
had lost 580 points in the previous three sessions.
The broader Nifty finished
at 10,831.40, down 57.40
points, or 0.53 per cent.
Top losers include Hero
MotoCorp, HDFC, SBI,
Infosys, HCL Tech, ICICI

T

Bank, Bajaj Finance, ONGC,
Bajaj Auto and IndusInd Bank,
falling up to 2.63 per cent.
On the other hand, Sun
Pharma, Coal India, Tata Steel,
NTPC, Asian Paints, Vedanta,
M&M and RIL were the gainers, rising up to 2 per cent.
“The market closed the
session with cuts of over half a
per cent amid weak global
cues and ahead of inflation and
industrial output data,” said
Paras Bothra, President, Equity
Research, Ashika Group.
“The underlying sentiment
of the markets remained cautious as another round of USChina trade talks began with
working-level talks in Beijing
and US congressional negotiators reached an agreement in
principle to fund the government and avoid another shutdown ahead of a Friday midnight deadline,” he added.
Sectorally, the BSE realty
index emerged as the worst
performer by falling 1.29 per
cent, followed by IT index
shedding 0.94 per cent, teck
(0.90 per cent), bankex (0.81
per cent), FMCG (0.73 per

cent), auto (0.51 per cent),
PSU (0.31 per cent), capital
goods (0.19 per cent), power
(0.08 per cent), consumer
durables (0.07 per cent) and oil
and gas (0.06 per cent).
While metal, healthcare
and infrastructure indices
ended higher up to 1.65 per
cent. In the broader markets,
the small-cap index fell 0.43 per
cent, and mid-caps shed 0.06
per cent. Tepid earnings by
some more companies and
foreign fund outflows also
dampened trading sentiments,
brokers said.
On a net basis, foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) sold
shares worth Rs 125.05 crore,
while domestic institutional
investors (DIIs) offloaded
shares worth Rs 232.55 crore
Monday, provisional data
showed. In the Asian region,
Japan's Nikkei climbed 2.61 per
cent, Korea's Kospi was up
0.45 per cent, Taiwan index
gained 0.93 per cent and
Shanghai Composite Index
edged 0.68 per cent higher.
Hong Kong's Hang Seng too up
0.10 per cent.

Finmin spent Rs 1,157 cr extra BUSINESS CORNER
without CAG approval

TATA MOTORS GLOBAL SALES DOWN 12 PC IN JANUARY

PTI n NEW DELHI

he Ministry of Finance spent
`1,157 crore on various heads
T
during 2017-18 without obtaining
prior approval of Parliament, the
Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) report tabled in Parliament on
Tuesday said.
Excess expenditure aggregating
`1,156.80 crore was incurred during
2017-18 without obtaining prior
approval of Parliament, the CAG
report 'Financial Audit' of the Accounts
of the Union Government said.
The report further noted that the
Ministry of Finance did not devise a
suitable mechanism in respect of new
service/new instrument of service,
which led to the extra spending.
The Department of Economic
Affairs under finance ministry failed
to obtain legislative approval for augmenting provision (for extra expenditure), the report added.
“As per the guidelines, any augmentation of provision by way of reappropriation to the object heads (i)
grants-in-aid (ii) subsidies (iii) major
works attracts limitation of New

Service (NS)/New Instrument of
Service (NIS) and hence require prior
approval of Parliament,” CAG report
said.
The Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) in its 83rd report had also taken
serious view on cases of augmentation
of provision of object head 'grants-inaid' and 'subsidies'.
PAC noted that these serious lapses are a pointer towards faulty budget
estimation and deficient observances
of financial rules by the ministries/
departments concerned.
There is an imperative need on the
part of the Ministry of Finance to
devise an effective mechanism for
imposing financial discipline on all the
ministries/departments so as to avoid
recurrence of such serious lapses,
CAG report said.
“Despite the PAC recommendations, Ministry of Finance had not
devised a suitable mechanism, as
result of which, during 2017-18 in
cases across 13 grants, there was
excess expenditure over total authorisation aggregating to `1,156.80 crore
without obtaining approval of
Parliament,” as per the report.

Govt, pvt sector to increase healthcare affordability: Experts
New Delhi: The government and private players
need to work together in
healthcare sector to increase
affordability of medical services as rising cost impacts
access to patients, experts

said Tuesday.
Arun Mitra, core committee member of the
Alliance of Doctors for
Ethical Healthcare, suggests
that the government should
take steps such as 'one drug,
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one price' formula, strengthening
of
National
Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority (NPPA) and public sector units in pharma
sector. These steps would
help increase access to afford-

able medicines to all people,
he said at a roundtable meeting on 'Cost of Life Saving
Medicines - Is there a way
out?', organised by startup
Straight Drive.
Mitra also emphasised

on the need to boost expenditure on R&D by the government on medicines.
Priti Nanda Sibal,
founder, AB Hospitals, said
the government should
involve all the stakeholders

while taking decisions on
price regulations for medicines. “Multiple pillars are
involved in this segment and
they have to come together to
promote the growth of the
sector," she said.
PTI

New Delhi: Tata Motors Tuesday reported 12 per cent fall in global sales,
including that of Jaguar Land Rover, at 1,00,572 units in January this year. The
company had sold a total of 1,14,797 units in the same month last year. Global
wholesale of all Tata Motors' commercial vehicles and Tata Daewoo range in
January 2019 stood at 40,886 units, down 9 per cent from the same month last
year, the company said in a statement. It had sold 44,828 units in the same month
last year. The company's global sales of all passenger vehicles in January this year
were at 59,686 units, a decrease of 15 per cent from 69,969 units in the same
month last year. Global sales for Jaguar Land Rover were 41,676 vehicles. Jaguar
sales for the month stood at 12,904 units, while Land Rover sales for the month
were at 28,772 units.

SWIGGY MOVES BEYOND FOOD DELIVERY

New Delhi: Food ordering and delivery platform Swiggy Tuesday said it has
launched ‘Swiggy Stores’ moving beyond its core food delivery segment to provide access to consumers items across multiple categories. The company will deliver from these stores “in categories such as fruits and vegetables, kiranas and supermarkets, florists, baby care, health and supplements among others,” Swiggy said
in a statement. With the launch of these stores, Swiggy wants to become the onestop delivery app that enables access to every store in the city, it added. “Today’s
announcement takes Swiggy to categories beyond food, where we hope to deliver the same level of delightful experiences to consumers for their everyday needs,"
Swiggy CEO Sriharsha Majety said. It is the first milestone in Swiggy's vision to
elevate the quality of life for the urban consumer by offering unparalleled convenience, he added. Swiggy Stores will give its merchant-partners unmatched
access to a combination of core assets to reach more existing and new customers,
the statement said. For the delivery partners this will give them access to an additional avenue for income, it added.

INDIAN SMARTPHONE MARKET EXPANDS 14.5 PC IN 2018: IDC

New Delhi: The smartphone market in India grew 14.5 per cent in 2018 with
shipment of 142.3 million units, as per research firm IDC. In the previous year, shipment stood at 124.3 million units. During the December quarter, smartphone shipment expanded 19.5 per cent year-on-year to 36.3 million units from 30.3 million
units in the same period the previous year, driven primarily by multiple rounds of
sales by e-tailers beyond the festive Diwali period lasting into December. However,
shipment numbers in December 2018 quarter were down 15.1 per cent compared
to the July-September 2018 period, owing to high channel inventory. “Amongst the
big highlights of 2018 were the online-focused brands that drove the share of the
online channel to an (annual) all-time high of 38.4 per cent in 2018 and a whopping 42.2 per cent in Q4 2018,” IDC India Associate Research Manager (Client
Devices) Upasana Joshi said. She added that this was primarily driven by several
rounds of discounts by e-tailers driving affordability through various financing
options, cashback offers and buyback schemes.
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NBCC
TATAMTRDVR
DELTACORP
CASTROLIND
BOMDYEING
LTI
DABUR
INDHOTEL
SWANENERGY
RADICO
REDINGTON
MEGH
DBL
IBREALEST
VENKYS
BHARATFORG
UBL
JPASSOCIAT
HINDCOPPER
HSCL
APOLLOTYRE

121.75
570.2
1,133.00
264.5
483.15
221.15
3,801.35
718.75
884.25
447.85
563.45
125.6
889.25
233.6
643.95
55,346.50
33.4
741.25
33.95
210.85
572.3
311.5
794.9
391.3
878.4
735
3,452.75
209.5
1,060.95
339.15
148
54.4
312.85
33.75
70.55
113.55
18,610.00
1,193.10
181.3
276.5
95
104.7
43.3
14.65
24.05
489.55
61.6

386
391.65
379.7
382
725.05
725.05
706 711.05
497
518.5
493.95
516.1
23,700.00 23,969.55 23,639.70 23,711.85
203
207.2
200.65
204.9
134.95
135.85
131
132.2
112
113.7
109.4
111.8
153
155.95
150
152.9
368
368
354.25 357.85
1,078.00 1,078.00 1,052.85 1,059.35
95.85
96.6
92.7
93.3
300
307.65
296.05
298.4
352.15
356
346.65
353.4
66
67.2
65.5
66.35
695
705.45
690
692.3
355.25
362.3
349.4 358.35
83.45
84.3
82.4
82.95
3,402.00 3,436.95 3,370.00 3,424.35
85
86.3
83.25
83.85
53.3
54.45
52.95
54
81.8
82.8
79.85
80.1
225.9
226.5
223.1
224.8
146.95
153.1
145.5 152.65
103.75
108.95
102.5
105.4
1,790.00 1,831.00 1,770.15 1,786.55
455
455
444.5 446.55
137
138.85
133 135.75
96.2
98
95.55
97.1
417.85
425.55
414.3 416.65
66.05
77
64.3
72.2
55.7
55.7
51.5
52
360.25
371.85
360.25
366.9
66
67.7
65.7
66.8
2,165.00 2,167.45 2,084.00 2,098.40
476.7
486
471
484
1,378.15 1,392.00 1,378.00 1,388.95
5.15
5.36
5
5.07
44.9
46.9
44.6
45.65
111.55
115
107.55 110.95
202.5
205.1
199.5 201.25

JSLHISAR
80.15
85
80.1
83.35
MUTHOOTFIN
507.9
515.25
506.55
512.7
SUZLON
3.42
3.6
3.34
3.43
TORNTPOWER
234
239.9
233.2 235.05
TEAMLEASE
2,792.95 2,875.70 2,792.95 2,839.85
SOUTHBANK
13.1
13.39
13.05
13.16
JUBILANT
737
743
718
721.4
JAICORPLTD
88.25
89.8
85.8
86.6
BAJAJELEC
482
485
458.2 462.75
MCX
688.95
700
683 694.95
VOLTAS
524.15
528.5
519.05
522.4
WABCOINDIA
6,162.00 6,266.80 6,139.20 6,155.30
MPHASIS
995 1,024.80
991.85 1,019.55
GLENMARK
600
611.5
593.95 603.45
SUVEN
225
239
225 236.45
LAXMIMACH
5,750.00 5,750.00 5,515.00 5,525.45
HDFCLIFE
355
360.1
351.75 354.05
AVANTI
334.1
335.5
324.45 327.85
ABB
1,231.05 1,266.45 1,231.00 1,251.55
ALBK
39.6
40.75
38.8
39.45
ISGEC
4,821.00 5,000.00 4,778.00 4,899.45
IDFC
37.15
37.5
35.5
35.7
LALPATHLAB
1,040.55 1,052.90
992.05 1,007.80
PERSISTENT*
640
668
629.15 647.95
SIEMENS
1,033.55 1,048.00 1,007.00 1,013.50
AARTIIND
1,533.80 1,559.60 1,470.00 1,486.95
LINDEINDIA
429
448.2
425.4 437.65
NOCIL
123.7
124.85
119.65 120.45
PVR
1,514.90 1,514.90 1,448.90 1,454.70
IRB
123.6
126.35
121 122.05
TNPL
200
200
185 192.05
ABCAPITAL
79.45
80.35
79.1
79.95
CADILAHC
325
327.05
318.1
318.7
PFIZER
2,955.00 3,037.55 2,860.00 2,901.55
BERGEPAINT
300
307.1
299
305.8
FSL
43
44.5
43
43.45
EVEREADY
217
218.6
197.75 203.35
AMBUJACEM
205.8
209
203.95
207.4
KTKBANK
114
115.6
113.3 114.25
NAUKRI
1,700.00 1,715.00 1,607.05 1,625.95
PNBHOUSING
960
960
904.55
914.7
RCF
54.8
55.2
54
54.15
SYNDIBANK
32.05
33.9
32.05
32.4
LTTS
1,532.00 1,558.05 1,525.50 1,545.00
FORCEMOT
1,367.00 1,383.00 1,346.25 1,351.80
OIL
170.25
171.95
168.25 169.85
GUJALKALI
482.1
482.1
465.25
469
CONCOR
519.8
523
509.5
512.3
PARAGMILK
209.05
211
204
204.6
BHARATFIN
943.8
943.95
932.95
937.3
HEIDELBERG
143.8
150.95
143.2
147
NAVINFLUOR
595
620.8
593 615.65
REPCOHOME
363.4
375.05
363 368.65
NHPC
23.3
24.15
23.3
23.55
FRETAIL
418
436
418
432.5
CAPPL
351.5
365
323.8
333.4
HINDZINC
248
253.45
247 250.15
KRBL
323.65
332.45
311.5
315.7
GSFC
89.05
90.15
88.55
89.35
MANPASAND
84.6
86
80.25
81.25
VGUARD
196.7
196.7
191.9
193.3
COLPAL
1,285.05 1,292.00 1,273.00 1,274.65
RAIN
100
104.7
98.6 100.25
EMAMILTD
368
368
353.65 360.15
GODREJAGRO
483.35
484.75
479.7 480.45
GODREJIND
486.4
497.05
485.1
491
HFCL
21.6
21.75
21.35
21.6
GEPIL
730.2
799.9
708.9 777.55
INTELLECT
168.85
171.05
165.6 167.85
WESTLIFE
361
366.9
354
357.8
NATCOPHARM*
679.3
682.5
652 666.15
DCBBANK
176.7
180
176.7
178.9
UFLEX
238
239.5
227 229.55
CYIENT*
582.9
590
580.6
588.6
THERMAX
1,083.95 1,083.95 1,031.00 1,049.70
TATACOMM
482
487.75
481.35 485.35
CENTRALBK
28.4
28.95
28.3
28.45
GREAVESCOT
123.7
124.4
122.3
123.7
FCONSUMER
43.3
44.35
42
42.6
SHREECEM
15,977.00 16,179.40 15,751.65 15,832.35
GODREJPROP
733
733
707.15
715.5
VTL
1,010.55 1,018.00
991.1 995.05
DEEPAKNI
220.5
225.85
219.05
221.1
GESHIP
298.3
298.3
240.05
280.5
TRIDENT
61.15
61.85
61.05
61.45
JINDALSAW
78.5
79.8
77.25
77.6
TORNTPHARM 1,790.00 1,814.15 1,790.00 1,800.75
BBTC
1,177.60 1,201.40 1,176.00 1,197.00
RALLIS
155
156
151.2
152.5
HSIL
233.8
237.45
230.6
231.4
MAHINDCIE
227.4
228.4
224.5
226.9
SBILIFE
565
584.25
561.15
576.3
KEI
345.55
352
340.1 345.75
APLLTD
536.05
560
528.5
545.4
MMTC
24
24.65
23.85
24.3
HUDCO
39
39.35
38.6
38.75
TV18BRDCST
32.4
32.7
31.7
32
ABFRL
210.1
212
210 211.35
LUXIND
1,163.50 1,189.75 1,148.05 1,170.85
QUESS
636.95
670.45
633.7 661.95
FORTIS
134.45
135.25
134.45
134.9
OBEROIRLTY
441.15
454.15
441.15
445.7
ASTRAZEN
1,834.95 1,864.20 1,785.00 1,808.40
VINATIORGA
1,643.00 1,665.60 1,595.30 1,614.70
GICRE
217.95
217.95
206.35 209.35
IBULISL
218
241.95
218 234.65
SHANKARA
367.55
367.55
356.55 367.55
TATAMETALI
601.25
615
594 602.05
GSKCONS
7,525.00 7,552.50 7,500.10 7,528.00

VIJAYABANK
40.45
41
40
40.25
RAMCOCEM
595.8
608
595.8 604.65
JKTYRE
89.35
89.8
87.7
88
CHENNPETRO
217.75
219.4
213.65
216.8
CRISIL
1,579.70 1,644.90 1,574.00 1,621.60
ALKEM
1,885.35 1,895.00 1,817.00 1,840.75
SCI
37.8
38.3
35.2
36.15
MOIL
156.05
157.4
155.85
156.6
WABAG
267.85
282.5
267.85 277.95
EIDPARRY
189.8
196.6
186.35
192.9
SADBHAV
176.1
180
170
173.8
SONATSOFTW
327.75
333.6
325.65
329.1
VBL
792.05
792.05
754.75 772.75
MOTILALOFS
590.9
590.95
573 575.25
CORPBANK
25
25.6
24.8
25.1
FINCABLES
389.55
389.55
378.1
379.4
JSWENERGY
66.05
67.5
66
66.85
DEEPAKFERT
117
118.6
115.2
117.9
3MINDIA
21,875.05 21,875.05 20,900.00 21,190.75
HONAUT
21,328.35 21,600.00 20,700.00 21,600.00
TIMETECHNO
79.9
80.75
76.2
78.45
MRPL
63.4
64.65
63.3
63.7
CENTRUM
29
30.15
28.9
29.2
CROMPTON
211
212.75
207.4
208.7
IFCI
12.4
12.5
12.11
12.37
PGHH
10,149.00 10,194.85 10,011.00 10,127.35
WELSPUNIND
51.55
51.55
51
51.05
CARERATING
961
961
922.95
940.8
NLCINDIA
62
68.7
61.7
64.7
JAMNAAUTO
51
51.55
50.3
50.7
WELCORP
95.1
99.3
95.05
96.9
ITDCEM
110.1
113.5
108.6 109.15
SYNGENE
595
596.05
588
594.6
SUDARSCHEM
301.9
308.65
301.9 306.65
IEX
163.85
168
162.4
167.2
GRANULES
86.85
87.7
85.8
86.75
KEC
246.95
251.4
246.6 250.55
CHAMBLFERT
169.05
170.8
166.65 167.65
GALAXYSURF
1,008.30 1,008.30
952 978.85
JMFINANCIL
74.55
76.45
74
75.1
PTC
72.25
73.5
72
73.15
IOB
12.5
14.8
12.32
12.48
MINDAIND
265.65
269.35
260
265.4
KANSAINER
461
463.8
451.4
459.4
GICHSGFIN
215.05
222.85
215.05 219.55
ADANITRANS
216.95
217
210.7
211.3
SUPRAJIT
198.95
200
189.05
190.2
MERCK
3,276.05 3,299.15 3,238.25 3,240.30
ISEC
190
195.35
188.8 193.65
ANDHRABANK
24
24
23
23.35
GUJGAS
123.9
126
123.5
124.8
INOXWIND
66.9
70
65.5
68
MAHLOG
430.15
438.65
418.8
427.8
FDC
161.7
164.75
161
163.3
ADVENZYMES
153
164.15
151.15
157.7
MONSANTO
2,620.00 2,651.00 2,535.85 2,543.15
SUPPETRO
203.95
210
203.95
209.7
SYMPHONY
1,174.25 1,187.50 1,160.00 1,172.60
ADANIGREEN
32.65
33.25
31.7
32.05
ALLCARGO
103.1
105.25
101.35
103.9
JBCHEPHARM
311.25
316.7
311.25 315.35
AEGISLOG
192
195.9
185.5
193.5
SOBHA
462
462
449 449.35
INOXLEISUR
261.2
262.2
250.65 252.75
LAOPALA
205
211.95
200.75
209.9
RNAM
154.5
159
154.5
157.4
CERA
2,305.45 2,344.90 2,200.05 2,223.25
ASTRAL
1,139.75 1,154.45 1,126.00 1,148.40
COCHINSHIP
352.05
356.2
348.05 349.75
COFFEEDAY
255
255
248.75
250.6
NETWORK18
33.4
34.5
32.75
33.4
LAKSHVILAS
58.05
60.8
58
60
TATAINVEST
840
840
833 836.85
FINOLEXIND
498.2
504.95
492 500.05
HAL
659
659
638.5
641.2
SANOFI
6,296.15 6,375.90 6,258.80 6,314.95
GSPL
163.5
166
162.4
165.2
ZENSARTECH
216.2
219.95
209.6
217.2
JKLAKSHMI
305.85
308.2
294.95
300
ABBOTINDIA
7,700.00 7,777.00 7,658.45 7,732.95
NAVKARCORP
41
41.75
39.75
40.1
BALMLAWRIE
175
176
171.45
172.7
CUB
187.6
187.8
186 186.35
SUNDRMFAST
518.6
519.8
512.95 515.95
APLAPOLLO
1,085.70 1,099.00 1,078.00 1,095.10
AUBANK
584
585.85
576.1 579.15
THOMASCOOK
217.9
217.95
207.7
210
DCAL
194.6
197.8
187.15 194.75
BDL
241.75
243
234 234.65
HERITGFOOD
463.55
475.65
455
464.9
FORBESCO
1,990.00 1,996.00 1,935.00 1,948.00
DENABANK
11.2
11.25
11.01
11.04
AIAENG
1,650.05 1,660.00 1,619.45 1,654.90
ENDURANCE
1,258.85 1,284.00 1,250.00 1,281.55
GLAXO
1,380.05 1,400.15 1,370.10 1,378.85
BIRLACORPN
468
470.05
452.55 455.65
SJVN
25.95
25.95
25.5
25.6
TATACOFFEE
83
84.7
82.75
84.15
BAYERCROP
4,233.30 4,349.00 4,202.65 4,294.10
DHANUKA
398.7
399.9
372.4 378.45
WHIRLPOOL
1,420.00 1,420.00 1,391.00 1,396.05
ELGIEQUIP
240.5
249.95
239.3 248.45
DCMSHRIRAM
332.3
344.15
331.65
338.6
VMART
2,596.40 2,647.00 2,515.00 2,545.20
HIMATSEIDE
174.6
176.1
173.4
174.3
PRSMJOHNSN
70.05
71.7
70
70.35
GHCL
226
229
221.45
225
MAGMA
89.75
91.45
85.3
86.35
CENTURYPLY
166.05
168.4
163.8
165.2

MHRIL
MAXINDIA
SOMANYCERA
TAKE
KNRCON
BASF
COROMANDEL
NESCO
ASHOKA
KIOCL
NBVENTURES
SHOPERSTOP
NILKAMAL
EIHOTEL
SOLARINDS
ESSELPRO
J&KBANK
BLUESTARCO
ZYDUSWELL
KALPATPOWR
GMDCLTD
GET&D
GPPL
THYROCARE
TEJASNET
MAHABANK
ITDC
AKZOINDIA
LEMONTREE
SKFINDIA
TIMKEN
UCOBANK
TRENT
TIINDIA
SCHAEFFLER
MINDACORP
JKCEMENT
CARBORUNIV
GREENPLY
SUPREMEIND
PRESTIGE
GDL
HATSUN
ECLERX
LAURUSLABS
GUJFLUORO
BLUEDART
PHOENIXLTD
JAGRAN
CCL
SIS
TRITURBINE
BAJAJCON
RELAXO
SHARDACROP
GILLETTE
JYOTHYLAB
SCHNEIDER
ERIS
NIACL
SUNCLAYLTD
GAYAPROJ
FLFL
TIFHL
ASAHIINDIA
PNCINFRA
DBCORP
NAVNETEDUL
TVSSRICHAK
ASTERDM
IFBIND
ORIENTCEM
TTKPRESTIG
SHK
INDOSTAR
STARCEMENT
SHILPAMED
TVTODAY
KPRMILL
APARINDS
MAHLIFE
NH
RATNAMANI
GULFOILLUB
GRINDWELL
JCHAC
SHRIRAMCIT

193.5
77.4
330
128
197.25
1,289.60
456.1
444.85
112.65
125
103.25
488.15
1,290.05
187.55
975.05
107.35
38.35
583.2
1,296.00
349.75
76.95
277.7
80.15
482
146.75
13.2
250.05
1,724.35
70.75
1,929.80
558.9
17.6
342.8
347.3
5,514.85
132.55
697.35
344.55
129.55
998
201.2
103
681.1
1,013.00
337
867.2
3,100.00
584
95.9
277.9
762.4
102.15
349.95
744.1
327
6,483.20
180
87.05
644.05
168
2,570.00
161.3
430.45
430.05
245
143
176.2
105.3
2,264.80
154.15
743
66.35
7,797.55
162.55
326.25
87.1
359.25
318.25
529
605.95
372.65
195.2
847.05
872.2
508.7
1,720.00
1,521.05

194.95
77.8
330
128.3
202
1,304.00
458.2
445
115.1
130.1
104.35
504.95
1,304.00
191.45
975.65
108.55
39
595
1,305.00
359.25
77.15
295
81.2
497.25
151.1
13.29
258.5
1,727.55
72.4
1,949.00
561
17.6
343.15
349.05
5,536.65
136.85
707.05
344.75
134
998.5
202.5
103.5
688.8
1,013.00
337.25
880
3,139.00
596.8
97.85
279.15
762.4
102.95
356.2
748.2
327
6,499.90
182.85
88.75
644.05
173
2,676.80
161.3
436.25
432
247.9
144.25
178.5
106.1
2,302.00
157
743.9
70.7
7,805.50
163.75
326.25
87.1
359.25
320.15
539.9
628.4
372.65
197.9
856.05
877.3
510.95
1,720.00
1,555.40

189.5
75.15
313.4
125
195.05
1,270.00
452
434.45
110.1
120.6
99.75
480.85
1,282.85
187.35
957.75
104.1
38.1
577
1,256.00
345
74.1
277.7
78.85
482
138
13
246.45
1,700.00
70.45
1,928.15
546
17.1
339.05
342.25
5,435.85
129.95
685
334.1
128.2
985.5
198.6
100.1
677.9
982.65
331
850.2
3,092.60
575.7
95.45
274.65
746
100.15
349
742.9
320
6,428.00
178.5
87.05
620.8
168
2,500.05
154
430.45
425.25
242.3
141.5
175.5
104.5
2,264.80
154.05
730.5
66
7,771.70
161
316.45
85.1
351
311.1
528.1
602.65
370.3
195.2
841
870
508.1
1,704.15
1,521.00

191.65
76.15
316.7
125.55
201.3
1,275.50
456.35
441.45
111.05
123.6
100.35
500.2
1,285.45
189.55
967.6
107.85
38.4
578.9
1,267.00
354.15
76.45
291.6
79.2
494.15
140.8
13.01
250.5
1,701.50
71.8
1,940.60
547.9
17.25
340
348.95
5,529.95
132
691.35
341.7
129.75
991.45
201.2
101.7
679.8
984
332.9
855.95
3,098.20
577.7
95.6
277.05
752.8
101.7
351.7
744.9
321.1
6,499.65
181.35
88
624.4
171.85
2,589.10
157.7
436.25
426.7
242.75
143.5
175.85
105.8
2,292.50
154.8
733.05
69.7
7,773.35
161.25
321.35
86.3
357.5
316.95
529.1
610.45
371.25
196.2
845.65
872.75
509
1,712.95
1,521.00
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Republicans, Democrats reach
pact to avert another shutdown
PTI n WASHINGTON

emocrats and Republicans
have struck a deal in prinD
ciple to fund the US government
and avert another crippling government shutdown while denying President Donald Trump
much of the USD 5.7 billion he
demanded to build a controversial wall along the US-Mexico
border. The announcement by
lawmakers on Monday night
came days ahead of a possible
government shutdown from
Friday in the absence of such an
agreement. Senate and House
negotiators from both parties,
who held a closed-door meeting
in Washington, did not comment on the details of the deal,
saying the staff is still working
on last-minute logistics.
Sharp differences between
Democrats and President
Trump over border security
and building a wall along the
US-Mexico border resulted in a
record partial government shutdown for more than 30 days.
Building a wall along the USMexico border is a campaign
promise of the 72-year-old
Republican President.
“We’ve had a good evening.
We’ve reached an agreement in
principle between us on the
Homeland Security and the
other six bills,” Senator Richard
Shelby told reporters on Monday
night. As a result, the House and
the Senate are likely to pass a
new resolution before the
February 15 deadline.
According to reports, the bill
would provide USD 1.375 billion
for wall construction, far less
than USD 5.7 billion congressional funding Trump has

Rep. Kay Granger, R-Texas, ranking member of the House Appropriations Committee, speaks to reporters as she arrives for a
closed-door meeting at the Capitol as bipartisan House and Senate bargainers trying to negotiate a border security compromise
in hope of avoiding another government shutdown on Capitol Hill, Mondayin Washington.
AP

demanded to build the wall.
According to Trump, illegal
immigrants pose a national
security risk to the US and can
only be stopped by the construction of a border wall.
If accepted, the deal would end
a standoff in which Trump has
threatened to cut budgets from
swaths of government this
Friday. The tentative agreement,
according to the Hill newspaper,
also specifically prohibits the use
of a concrete wall. But, senior
Congressional aides separately
noted that it will fund new barriers for approximately 88kms
along the US-Mexico border in
the Rio Grande Valley sector.

The agreement came as
Trump went to the southern
border in El Paso, Texas to
address a rally with his supporters on the wall. The White
House did not comment on the
agreement and Trump said at
the rally, “We probably have
some good news but who
knows.”
Addressing thousands of
his supportes, many wearing his
red “Make America Great
Again” campaign hats, Trump
said: “We need the wall and it
has to be built and we want to
build it fast.” Earlier in the day,
Trump said another government shutdown depends on the

Democrats. “We’ve actually
started a big, big portion of wall
today in a very important location. And it’s going to go up
pretty quickly over the next
nine months. That whole area
will be finished. It’s fully funded,” he said at a White House
event. Trump said the wall could
be given any name. “We need a
wall. We can call it anything.
We’ll call it barriers. We’ll call it
whatever they want. But now, it
turns out not only don’t they
want to give us money for the
wall, they don’t want to give us
the space to detain murderers,
criminals, drug dealers, human
smugglers,” he said.

Top Pentagon official in Iraq ‘US wants to
to discuss US troop presence ensure Af is

not used as
safe heaven
for terrorists’

AP n BAGHDAD

he top Pentagon official
arrived in Baghdad on
Tuesday to consult with
American military commanders and Iraqi government
leaders on the future US troop
presence in Iraq. Pat Shanahan,
the acting secretary defense,
said before his unannounced
trip that he wanted to hear firsthand about the state of Iraq’s
fight against remnants of the
Islamic State group. Shanahan,
who is on his first visit to Iraq,
is also to meet with Prime
Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi. In
remarks to reporters after leaving Washington on Sunday,
Shanahan declined to say
whether he would propose that
additional US special operations troops be brought to Iraq
to, in effect, compensate for a
pullout from Syria to begin
within weeks.
The U.S. has about 5,200
troops in Iraq to train and
advise its security forces, 16
years after the US invaded to
topple Saddam Hussein.
President Donald Trump
upset Iraqis by saying earlier
this month that US forces
should use their Iraqi positions
to keep an eye on neighbouring Iran. That is not the stated US mission in Iraq, and Iraqi
officials have said Trump’s proposal would violate the Iraqi
constitution. Trump also has
angered Iraqi politicians by
arguing that he would keep US
troops in Iraq and use the
country as a base from which
to strike extremists in Syria if
necessary, after the 2,000 troops
now in Syria depart in coming
weeks.Curbing foreign influence has become a hit-button
issue in Iraq after parliamen-
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Pat Shanahan, the acting secretary defense

tary elections last year in which
Shiite politicians backed by
Iran made significant gains.
Meanwhile, Shiite militias that
fought alongside US-backed
Iraqi government troops
against IS in recent years,
gained outsized influence along
the way.
This political tension
formed the backdrop to
Shanahan’s visit, which marks
his first time in Iraq. He took
over as the acting Pentagon
chief after Jim Mattis resigned
as defense secretar y in
December. It’s unclear whether
Trump will nominate
Shanahan for Senate confirmation.
On Monday, Shanahan was
in Afghanistan, where he met
with US troops and President
Ashraf Ghani amid a US push
for peace talks with the Taliban.
Trump has indicated he would
like to get US troops out of
Afghanistan after 18 years of
war, but Shanahan said he has

no orders for a troop drawdown. Although Afghanistan is
America’s longest war, fighting
in Iraq has taken a heavier toll
on American lives. President
Barack Obama pulled troops
out of Iraq in December 2011
but sent them back in smaller
numbers in 2014 after the
Islamic State group swept
across the border from Syria
and took control of much of
western and northern Iraq.
Since the height of its selfproclaimed caliphate that
included a third of both Iraq
and Syria, IS-held territory has
now shrunk to a sliver of territory in eastern Syria where
remaining Islamic State militants are fighting back.
Trump has not publicly
called for a US withdrawal
from Iraq, although he often
calls the 2003 invasion a colossal mistake and has said the US
should have taken Iraq’s oil as
compensation for getting rid of
Saddam.

Muslim US lawmaker apologises for her
remarks which triggered anti-Semitism row
PTI n WASHINGTON

llhan Abdullahi Omar, one of
the first two Muslim women
in the US Congress, has
“unequivocally” apologised for
her remarks which sparked an
anti-Semitism row and drew
condemnation including from
President Donald Trump who
termed it a “terrible statement”.
Omar, a Democrat who was
elected to the House of
Representatives in November, in
a tweet on Sunday questioned
the financial relationship
between the powerful American
Israel Public Affairs Committee
(AIPAC) and members of the
Congress.
While reacting to a
Republican critic, Omar, 37,
said “It’s all about the Benjamins
baby,” referring to American
USD 100 bills featuring the
likeness of Benjamin Franklin.
“Anti-Semitism is real, and I am
grateful for Jewish allies and colleagues who are educating me
on the painful history of antiSemitic tropes,” Omar, the first
Somalian American lawmaker,
said Monday. “My intention is

I

Lori Gates, center, a 3rd grade teacher from Park Hill elementary school, shouts with other teachers during a strike rally on the
west steps of the state Capitol on the first day of the Denver Public Schools Teacher's strike, Monday in Denver. More negotiations
are set for Tuesday
AP

never to offend my constituents
or Jewish Americans as a whole.
We have to always be willing to
step back and think through criticism, just as I expect people to
hear me when others attack me
for my identity. This is why I
unequivocally apologise,” she
said, after top Democratic leaders sought an apology from her
on her tweets. On Monday,

Trump told reporters abroad Air
Force One that the apology was
not enough.
“I think she should be
ashamed of herself. I think it was
a terrible statement and I don’t
think her apology was adequate,” he said. Asked what she
should say, Trump replied, “she
knows what to say”. Democratic
leaders led by House Speaker

Nancy Pelosi described her
tweets as highly offensive. “We
are and will always be strong
supporters of Israel in Congress
because we understand that our
support is based on shared values and strategic interests.
Legitimate criticism of Israel’s
policies is protected by the values of free speech and democratic debate that the United
States and Israel share,” they said.
“But Congresswoman
Omar’s use of anti-Semitic
tropes and prejudicial accusations about Israel’s supporters is
deeply offensive. We condemn
these remarks and we call upon
Congresswoman Omar to
immediately apologise for these
hurtful comments,” Democratic
leaders said.
Congressman Dean Phillips
had an impassioned, face to face
conversation with Omar during
which he expressed offense to
her recent anti-Semitic tropes
and extended an invitation for
future discussions aimed at fostering a better understanding
between Jewish and Muslim
members of Congress. “I

Washington (PTI): The Trump
administration wants to ensure
that Afghanistan is never used as
a safe haven for terrorists, Acting
US Defense Secretary Patrick
Shanahan has told President
Ashraf Ghani during his surprise
visit to the war-torn country to lead
a push for peace talks with the
Taliban. Shanahan held talks with
Ghani at the Presidential Palace on
Monday to reaffirm his commitment to Afghanistan through
implementation of President
Trump’s South Asia strategy.
“The leaders discussed a
broad range of defence issues,
including the importance of the
US-Afghanistan security relationship and of achieving a political settlement to the war that
ensures Afghanistan is never again
used as a safe haven from which
terrorists can plan and launch terrorist attacks against the United
States, our interests, and our allies,”
said Pentagon Spokesperson
Cmdr Sean Robertson. During the
meeting, Shanahan praised the
sacrifices made by Afghan and
Coalition troops, and reaffirmed
America’s continued support to
Afghan forces as they lead the fight
to defend their country.
Shanahan made a surprise
trip to Afghanistan on Monday, his
first-ever visit to the country
where US troops have been stationed for 17 years. President
Donald Trump reportedly wants
to cut in half the 14,000 American
troops in Afghanistan, and the
Taliban leaders have made a US
withdrawal a key condition in
peace negotiations. Shanahan told
reporters on Monday that he had
no orders to reduce the American
troop presence. He said that while
the US had a key role to play, it is
ultimately up to Afghans to find
peace.
“The Afghans have to decide
what Afghanistan looks like. It’s not
about the US, it’s about
Afghanistan,” he said. The Acting
Defense chief’s visit comes after the
US held major talks with the
Taliban officials in Qatar last
month in an attempt to end the 17year conflict. US special envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad, who is leading
the talks, has expressed hope of
finding a deal before Afghan presidential elections scheduled for
July.
In a series of tweets after six
days of talks with the Taliban representatives in Doha last month,
Khalilzad said the US has made
“significant progress” in its peace
talks with the Taliban. “We have
a draft of the framework that has
to be fleshed out before it becomes
an agreement.
The Taliban have committed,
to our satisfaction, to do what is
necessary that would prevent
Afghanistan from ever becoming
a platform for international terrorist groups or individuals,”
Khalilzad said at the time. Since
being appointed in September,
Khalilzad has met with all sides in
an attempt to end America’s
longest war in which the US has
lost over 2,400 soldiers.

Anti-communist guerrilla Smartphone-based mindfulness GLOBE TROTTING
Nicki Minaj pulls out of BET Festival
who became Af Prez dies training reduces loneliness
after network mocks her in tweet
Kabul (AP): Afghanistan’s
first president following the
withdrawal of Soviet troops
from the country and the collapse in 1992 of Kabul’s procommunist government,
Sibghatullah Mujadidi, has died.
He was 93.
The white-turbaned and
soft-spoken Mujadidi was a
mentor to former President
Hamid Karzai, who had
belonged to his anti-communist
resistance group during the
1980’s Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan. Mujadidi’s guerrilla
group — the US-backed Afghan
National Liberation Front — was
perhaps the smallest and most
moderate of guerrilla groups
fighting to oust the former Red
Army from Afghanistan.The
Soviet invasion came at the
height of the Cold War between
America and the former Soviet
Union. The last Soviet soldier
withdrew from Afghanistan on
February 15, 1989, ending a 10year invasion that had failed to
defeat the US-backed anti-communist guerrillas who were
known at the time as mujahedeen, or holy warriors.
President Ronald Reagan
called the mujahedeen freedom
fighters. Some later became the
Taliban while others were
known as warlords who later
turned political leaders in
Afghanistan. Some rights

PTI n WASHINGTON

martphone-based mindfulness training may help people
feel less lonely and motivate
them to interact with more people, a study has found. The
researchers from Carnegie Mellon
University in the US also found
acceptance skills training to be a
critical active ingredient for
improving these social functioning outcomes.
The study, published in the
journal Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences,
showed a novel approach that
harnesses widely available technology to address loneliness and
social isolation, a growing public
health concern across age groups.
“When we talk about mindfulness interventions, we talk about
two key components,” said J
David Creswell, associate professor at Carnegie Mellon University.
“The first is learning to use
your attention to monitor your
present-moment experiences,
whether that’s noting body sensations, thoughts or images. The
second is about learning to adopt
an attitude of acceptance toward
those experiences — one of
openness, curiosity and nonjudgment,” said Creswell. For
example, someone engaging in
meditation might notice pain in
his or her knee. Mindfulness
training programs instruct par-
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activists have accused the warlords of fomenting Afghanistan’s
post-2001 decline, contributing
to the nation’s insecurity and
widespread
corruption.
Following the collapse of the
communist government,
Mujadidi in 1992 served for two
months as Afghanistan’s president in line with an agreement
signed in Mecca, Saudi Arabia,
by the leaders of all the mujahedeen groups who had fought
the former Soviet Union.
Mujadidi stepped down as
he said he would, according to
the agreement, but his successor,
Burhanuddin Rabbani, who was
to serve for four months instead
hung on to power for four
years. The agreement broke
down and a brutal war between
rival mujahedeen groups
engulfed the Afghan capital of
Kabul, killing tens of thousands
of mostly civilians until the
Taliban took power in 1996.

ticipants to mentally note the sensation but not alter their physical
state.
For the study, participants
receiving training in acceptance
skills were encouraged to respond
to these uncomfortable experiences by saying “yes” in a gentle
tone-of-voice to maintain an
open and welcoming state of
mind. “Learning to be more
accepting of your experience,
even when it’s difficult, can have
carryover effects on your social
relationships.
When you are more accepting toward yourself, it opens you
up to be more available to others,”
Creswell said.
In the study, 153 adults were
randomly assigned to one of
three 14-day smartphone-based
interventions. For 20 minutes
each day, one mindfulness train-

ing group received training in
monitoring and acceptance skills.
A second mindfulness group
received training in monitoring
skills only, and a third group
received no mindfulness content
and instead received guidance in
common coping techniques. In
addition, they were instructed to
complete brief homework practice lasting no more than 10 minutes daily.
For three days before and
after the intervention, participants
completed periodic assessments
throughout the day to measure
loneliness and social contact.
Participants that received training
in monitoring and acceptance
skills saw the greatest benefits:
they reduced daily life loneliness
by 22 per cent and increased
social contact by an average of two
interactions each day.

Los Angeles: Nicki Minaj announced that she will no longer be part of BET’s upcoming BET
Experience festival this summer. The rapper made the decision after the network compared her
to hip-hop rival Cardi B, after she became the first solo female rapper to win the Grammy for
best rap album. BET tweeted an article related to the news, which included this line: “Meanwhile,
Nicki Minaj is being dragged by her lacefront.” Minaj has been nominated for 10 Grammys but
is yet to win. She received no nomination this year and skipped out on the Sunday ceremony.
Her fans slammed the network for the distasteful comment. Minaj also
revealed that her mentor and Young Money labelmate, Lil Wayne,
has also decided not to participate. “Young Money will no longer
be a part of the BET Experience or award show,” Minaj wrote,
adding that she instead has plans to set summer tour dates.
Later, the rapper shared images of her fans trolling BET’s
Instagram page for refuelling her feud with Cardi B. “Dang
@bet still getting dragged by that lace,” she wrote, appropriating the network’s insult for herself. “I can’t thank you
guys enough for all the love & support you continue to
show me. To everyone who said something sweet, thank
you. Whether I read it or not, I felt it. From the bottom
of my heart. I love you so much. So so so so much. Stay
tuned,” Minaj later tweeted to her fans. Both Minaj
and Cardi B were announced to do headlining
shows during the four-day event that centres on
their annual awards ceremony. BET later apologised to Minaj and her fans in a statement.
“BET loves Nicki Minaj. We have supported her
from the very beginning of her career and will
continue to do so moving forward. Nicki has
paved the way for so many performers and has
solidified her place as one of the most powerful
figures in the music industry. “Unfortunately the
respect we have for Nicki was violated by this post
that should never have been written. The post does
not reflect how we feel about Nicki. And further
does not reflect our company values. We deeply apologise for the hurt, disappointment and confusion that
this post has caused. We are committed to doing everything we can to address the situation,” the statement read.
The festival is set to take place June 20-23.
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Pak likely to sign over Raheel Sharif calls on Pakistan PM
$10 bn deal with Saudi P
PTI n ISLAMABAD

PTI n ISLAMABAD

akistan and Saudi Arabia
are likely to sign over USD
P
10 billion investment agreements, including a multibillion
dollar oil refinery in Gwadar,
during the upcoming visit of
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman. So far no date has been
given for the visit of the Crown
Prince but he is expected to
arrive on a two-day trip before
the end of this week.
Dawn reported that three
major memorandum of understanding (MoUs) amounting to
over USD 10 billion will be
inked during the Saudi Prince’s
visit. “Three mega government-to-government MoUs
will be signed and their total
volume will be in double digit
billion dollars,” Board of
Investment (BoI) Chairman
Haroon Sharif told the daily.
He said the three MOUs
will be signed in the fields of oil
refining, liquefied natural gas
(LNG) and mineral development. Besides the MoUs, other
business agreements are also
likely to be signed between
businessmen and industrialist
of the two sides.
“A group of top 40 Saudi
businessmen is accompanying
Prince Mohammed. The delegation will interact with the
local business community. It is
expected that some other private level agreements will also
be inked during the visit,” the
BoI chief said. Talking about an
oil refinery that Saudi Arabia
will set up at Gwadar, Sharif
said the facility will be established at a cost of USD 8 billion.
“Besides foreign investment, it will also provide job
opportunities to the locals of
the port city. If they [Saudis]
also establish a petrochemical
complex along with the refinery, it will require an additional investment of billions of
dollars,” he added. The Express

File photo of Price Salman with Pak PM Imran Khan

Tribune reported that Prime
Minister’s Adviser on
Commerce and Investment
Razak Dawood said it was
likely that an agreement for
USD 3 billion oil facility on
deferred payments will also be
signed during the visit.
Dawod said Pakistan will
also ask Saudi Arabia to take
part in the privatisation of
over USD 2 billion worth of
LNG-fired two power plants,
although the kingdom had earlier showed interest in buying
those units only under a government-to-government deal.
He did not put an exact
investment figure by Saudi
Arabia, as the precise size of the
investment will be determined
once a feasibility study of the oil
refinery is ready. The adviser
estimated minimum USD 10
billion to USD 12 billion Saudi
investment in Pakistan in the
medium term.
He said the cost of the
oil refinery will be in the range
of USD 5 billion to USD 6 billion but if the Saudis decide to
build a petrochemical complex
the cost would increase close to
USD 10 billion. The Prince will
be accompany a by a strong
Saudi delegation comprising
600 to 700 delegates. His security team, comprising 170 per-

sonnel, has already arrived in
Pakistan and is visiting various
places in Islamabad.
Two five-star hotels and
couple of three-star hotels have
been booked for the delegates.
In addition, media reports suggested that the PM’s House that
had earlier been converted into
a university will be used to host
the royal guests.
The investment deals with
Saudi Arabia will mark a partial departure from Pakistan’s
decades-old policy of begging
from Saudi Arabia in difficult
economic times. In 1998, after
the nuclear explosions, Saudi
Arabia had given free oil facility to Pakistan that continued
for many years.
In 2014, the then PML-N
government had secured USD
1.5 billion “gift” from Saudi
Arabia. However, the government did not issue official
statement regarding the purpose of the grant. This time
also, Saudi Arabia has agreed to
give USD 3 billion annual oil
facility on deferred payments,
which can be rolled over for
three years period. In addition,
Pakistan has also obtained
USD 3 billion Saudi loan at 3.18
per cent interest rate to shore
up official foreign currency
reserves.

akistan’s former army chief
Gen Raheel Sharif, who is
heading a Saudi Arabia-led
Islamic military coalition, on
Tuesday called on Prime
Minister Imran Khan and
exchanged views on regional
peace and stability besides
discussing matters of mutual
interest.
Saudi Arabia acquired the
services of Gen. Raheel, who
retired in November 2016, as
head of the Islamic Military
Counter Terrorism Coalition
(IMCTC) in 2017. The
IMCTC was cobbled together
in December 2015 to combat
terrorism . Sharif, who is considered to be close to Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammad
bin Salman, is leading a delegation of IMCTC - the 41nation military coalition - to

Pakistan.
During the meeting, Khan
and Sharif “exchanged views
on regional peace and stability besides discussing matters
of mutual interest”, state-run
Radio Pakistan reported.
Sharif, who arrived in

Islamabad Sunday ahead of the
Saudi crown prince’s maiden
two-day trip starting February
16, has been busy meeting
political and military bigwigs
since then.
He has met Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood

Qureshi, Senate Chairman
Sadiq Sanjrani and Pakistan
Army chief Gen Qamar Javed
Bajwa. Sharif apprised Qureshi
of the measures that are being
taken by the coalition in order
to combat terrorism, said a
statement by the Foreign
Office.
The foreign minister
“lauded the efforts of the coalition force to establish peace
and stability in the region”. The
two also talked about the
importance of regional peace
and stability and other matters
of mutual interest.
A press release issued by
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), the media
arm of the army, said “matters
of mutual interest including
regional peace and stability”
were discussed during Gen
Sharif ’s meeting with Gen

Bajwa. The former army chief
has said the basic objective of
IMCTC was to fight against
the menace of terrorism until
its eradication.
The Saudi government
had surprised many countries
by announcing that it had
forged a coalition for coordinating and supporting military
operations against terrorism in
Iraq, Syria, Libya, Egypt and
Afghanistan. Iran, Saudi
Arabia’s arch rival for influence
in the Arab world, was absent
from the states named as participants, as proxy conflicts
between the two regional powers rage from Syria to Yemen.
In December last year,
Gen. Raheel dismissed the
notion that the military coalition was aimed against any
particular country, nation or
sect without any mentions.

Rise of mono-culturalism threatens society, governments
PTI n DUBAI

lobalisation has flattened
the cultural landscape and
the world is facing a challenge
from “mono-culturalism”,
American historian and political scientist Mark Lilla has said.
The professor of humanities at
Columbia University said people were beginning to feel that
they are like elementary particles
floating in space and not part of
the narrative of one particular
culture or country.
“The challenge of our time
is not multiculturalism, but
mono-culturalism,” Lilla said.
“Due to the internet culture, our
children are much more alike
than the people in this audience,
and this will become more and
more the case with time,” he said.
Lilla’s remarks came at a session
titled ‘The Interplay of Politics
and Society’ at the seventh
World Government Summit
(WGS 2019). The summit,
which runs until February 12 in
Dubai, has convened more than
4,000 participants from 140
countries, including heads of

G

American actor Harrison Ford speaks about ocean conservation at the World
Government Summit in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Tuesday

state and governments, as well
as top-tier representatives of 30

international organisations. “A
lot of the identity politics that we

see in the world, in conflictual
terms, does not come from
hatred or distrust of the other,
but from the anxiety in the face
of a monoculture that no longer
roots us in one place,” Lailla said.
To counter this, the governments need to create a strong
political identity by focusing on
civic education as the glue that
binds citizens together.“Civic
duty has to be inculcated at an
early age and based on a political idea, not just a cultural one,”
he said. Laill was in discussion
with other academics to share
his views on the state of the
world’s politics, political tribalism and the need for governments to promote civic education. Building on Lilla’s point of
identity politics, Amy Chua,
American professor of Law at
Yale Law School said human
beings were like “tribal animals”. “We are hardwired that
way and it’s biological. We need
to belong to groups. And once
we connect to a group, we tend
to cling to it and defend it,” she
said. Cautioning against politi-

cal tribalism, Chua said it was on
the rise across the political spectrum from left to right. Political
tribalism is particularly dangerous as members start seeing
everything through the lens of
their respective groups with
disregard to facts, she said. To
combat political tribalism, Chua
said that countries should look
at becoming a ‘super group’ by
satisfying two conditions: develop a strong overarching collective national identity capable of
inspiring patriotism and allow
sub-groups, whether ethnic,
religious or cultural, to flourish
freely.
“The concept of a ‘super group’
can be very helpful for many
multi-ethnic nations around the
world, including in the Middle
East,” she said.In his session
‘Why Nations Fail’, British economist, political scientist and
author James Robinson discussed rising income inequality in countries such as the US
and the UK, and the detrimental effects of separating elites
from the rules.

Under-resourced UN peacekeepers US-backed Syrian forces battle to
take last Islamic State pocket
undermine their credibility: India
PTI n UNITED NATIONS

ndia, which is among the largest
troop contributors to the UN
peacekeeping, has called for adequate resources for the peacekeepers, asserting that “underresourced” Blue Helmets cannot
accomplish their mandated tasks.
Speaking at a General Debate on
Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations (C-34),
India’s Permanent Representative
to the UN Ambassador Syed
Akbaruddin said on Monday
the views of troop/police contributing countries on implementing the mandates should be
reflected in relevant reports of the
Secretary-General. “Peacekeepers
must be given adequate resources
to accomplish the tasks set for
them. Desiring peacekeepers to
do more and more with less and
less is not a recipe for success,” he
said.“Under-resourced peacekeepers, unable to accomplish
their mandated tasks, undermine the credibility of the UN
peacekeeping,” he said.
As the Special Committee
opened its 2019 substantive session, member states highlighted the need to work more
closely to ensure continued
progress in making United
Nations missions more safe,
accountable, secure and effective, amid sweeping reforms
occurring against a backdrop of

I

increased security threats targeting the Blue Helmets.
The three-week session
will focus on some of the
pressing issues facing the more
than 100,000 military, police
and civilian personnel from
125 countries currently serving
in 14 operations. India said
that to ensure peacekeeping
operations function at an optimal level, initiatives for structural reforms, measures to
enhance the safety and security of peacekeepers were all
welcome steps. “However, we
need to ensure that there is no
schism between doctrine and
practice,” Akbaruddin said.
While voicing appreciation
for the Secretary-General’s
close attention to improving
safety and security of UN
peacekeeping personnel,
Akbaruddin stressed that there
should be dedicated counter-

IED resources for missions
facing threats from Improvised
Explosive Devices.
He said there should also be
concerted efforts to upgrade the
security infrastructure of camps.
Outlining several areas that can
be improved to help increase the
efficiency and effectiveness of
peacekeeping, Akbaruddin said
the issue of the large number of
mandate components in peacekeeping missions has been raised
by India on many occasions.
“Now that the practice of prioritising mandates has begun,
there is a need to look at ways to
address the availability of adequate resources to fulfil the prioritised mandate components,”
Akbaruddin said.
He said the time has come to
do away with all caveats. “We
need to develop a culture of no
national caveats in the service of
the United Nations,” he said.
Akbaruddin also voiced
concern over the non-payment/delayed payment of arrears
to the troops contributing countries, stressing that the practice of
delaying payments cannot continue unaddressed.
Akbaruddin also called for
resolving the issue of pending
arrears of closed peacekeeping
missions. “Non-payment of
peacekeeping dues for years, and
sometimes decades after closure

of peacekeeping missions, is not
only bad accounting practice, but
also tends to be interpreted as
reflecting bad faith,” he said.
Reiterating India’s commitment to the UN’s Zero Tolerance
Policy on Sexual Exploitation
and Abuse (SEA), he said India
was the first contributor to the
Secretary General’s Trust Fund set
up in Support of Victims of SEA.
Having deployed the first
ever all-women Formed Police
Unit (FPU) in Liberia, India welcomed the recently launched
UN Gender Parity Strategy, with
Akbaruddin noting that the
country is committed to increasing the number of women peacekeepers.
India hopes to deploy a
Female Engagement Team (FET)
in the UN Organisation
Stabilisation Mission in the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo (MONUSCO) and a
mixed Formed Police Unit (FPU)
in the UN Mission in South
Sudan (UNMISS).
He said it was important to
ensure transparency in selecting
contingents. Under-SecretaryGeneral for Operational Support
Atul Khare said peacekeeping was
the United Nation’s most financially significant activity, with
more than 90 per cent of peacekeeping personnel serving in the
field.

AFP n BAGHOUR

yrian fighters backed by
artillery fire from a US-led
Scoalition
battled a fierce jihadist
counteroffensive as they pushed
to retake a last morsel of territory
from the Islamic State group in
an assault lasting days. A war
monitor said a coalition air
strike killed 16 civilians including seven children trying to flee
the holdout on Monday, but the
US-led alliance was not immediately available for comment.
More than four years after the
extremists declared a “caliphate”
across large parts of Syria and
neighbouring Iraq, several offensives have whittled that down to
a tiny scrap of land in eastern
Syria. The final push to expel
hundreds of diehard jihadists
from that patch on the Iraq border was announced Saturday by
the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF).
On Monday the US-led
coalition maintained a steady
beat of bombings on the area as
the SDF faced ferocious resistance. The sound of explosions
echoed dozens of kilometres
(miles) away and columns of
dark grey smoke could be seen
from SDF territory. “Heavy
clashes are ongoing to pressure
IS into surrendering,” said Rami
Abdel Rahman, chief of Britain-

This frame grab from video provided on Tuesday by the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, an opposition group, that is
consistent with independent AP reporting, shows U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces fighters looking at smoke rising from
a shell that targeted Islamic State group militants, in the village of Baghouz, Deir El-Zour, eastern Syria.
AP

based monitor the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights.
The Observatory said 12 SDF
fighters and 19 jihadists were
killed in the fighting on Monday.
SDF spokesman Mustafa
Bali said the force responded
after IS launched a counterattack
earlier in the day. He also said
there were “dozens of SDF
hostages held by IS” inside their
last foothold, but denied reports
of executions. US President
Donald Trump said on Monday
that the coalition may declare
victory over IS in the region in
the coming days.

“Our brave warriors have
liberated virtually 100 percent of
ISIS (territory) in Iraq and Syria...
soon it will be announced, soon,
maybe over the next week,
maybe less, but it will be
announced we have 100 percent,”
he told a rally in the US city of
El Paso. Backed by coalition air
strikes, the SDF alliance has
been battling to oust the jihadists
from the eastern province of Deir
Ezzor since September. Since
December, tens of thousands of
people, most women and children related to IS fighters, have
fled the shrinking jihadist hold-

out into SDF territory. USbacked forces have screened the
new arrivals, weeding out potential jihadists for questioning.
On Monday, dozens of coalition
and SDF fighters were stationed
at a screening point for new
arrivals from IS areas.
Coalition forces stood over
about 20 men who were crouching on the ground. Two French
women told AFP they paid
smugglers to take them out of the
battered IS-held holdout of
Baghouz, but Iraqi jihadists had
prevented other foreigners from
leaving.

India, China leading global greening effort: NASA study
PTI n WASHINGTON

ndia and China are leading
the global greening effort,
Iwhich
is quite contrary to the

Cast member Priyanka Chopra and her husband, Nick Jonas, arrive at the Los Angeles premiere of "Isn't It Romantic" at The
Theatre at Ace Hotel on Monday.
AP

general perception worldwide,
a latest NASA study said
Monday, observing that the
world is a greener place than it
was 20 years ago. The NASA
study based on data received
and analysed from its satellite
said that India and China are
leading in greening on land.
“China and India account for
one-third of the greening but
contain only 9 per cent of the
planet’s land area covered in
vegetation,” said lead author
Chi Chen of Boston University.
“That is a surprising finding, considering the general
notion of land degradation in
populous countries from over
exploitation,” he said. The
study published on February
11, in the journal Nature
Sustainability said that recent
satellite data (2000–2017)

reveal a greening pattern that
is strikingly prominent in
China and India and overlaps
with croplands world-wide.
China alone accounts for 25 per
cent of the global net increase
in leaf area with only 6.6 per
cent of global vegetated area.
The greening in China is from
forests (42 per cent) and croplands (32 per cent), but in India
it is mostly from croplands (82

percent) with minor contribution from forests (4.4 per cent),
the NASA study said.
China is engineering
ambitious programmes to conserve and expand forests with
the goal of mitigating land
degradation, air pollution and
climate change. Food production in China and India has
increased by over 35 per cent
since 2000 mostly owing to an

increase in harvested area
through multiple cropping
facilitated by fertiliser use and
surface- and/or groundwater
irrigation.
“When the greening of the
Earth was first observed, we
thought it was due to a warmer,
wetter climate and fertilization
from the added carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere,” said Rama
Nemani, a research scientist at
NASA’s Ames Research Center
and a co-author of the study.
This study was made possible thanks to a two-decadelong data record from the
Moderate Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer (MODIS)
instruments on NASA’s Terra
and Aqua satellites.
“Now with the MODIS
data, we see that humans are
also contributing,” she said.
Observing that once people
realise there is a problem, they
tend to fix it, Nemani said in
the 1970s and 80s in India and
China, the situation around

vegetation loss was not good.
“In the 1990s, people realized
it, and today things have
improved.
Humans are incredibly
resilient. That’s what we see in
the satellite data,” she said.
According to the paper, how
the greening trend may change
in the future depends on
numerous factors. For example,
increased food production in
India is facilitated by groundwater irrigation. If the groundwater is depleted, this trend
may change, it said.
The researchers also pointed out that the gain in greenness around the world does not
necessarily offset the loss of
natural vegetation in tropical
regions such as Brazil and
Indonesia.
There are consequences
for sustainability and biodiversity in those ecosystems
beyond the simple greenness of
the landscape, the research
study said.
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SINGLES

MIRABAI AIMS TO BREAK

UP’S CAMPAIGN ENDS

WORLD RECORD BEFORE OLYMPICS
Commonwealth Games Gold medallist Chanu vows to touch 210 kg mark before Tokyo 2020 Games
PTI n NEW DELHI
LUCKNOW: Hosts Uttar Pradesh’s campaign came to an end
after losing their quarter-final match to SAI 29-17 in the 35th
National Sub-Junior Girl’s Handball Championship at KD
Singh ‘Babu’ Stadium on Tuesday. Meanwhile, Delhi edged
past Haryana 16-15 to enter the final. Earlier, Uttar Pradesh
players, who represented India in the Asian Games and
Asian Championship were felicitated. Handball Federation of
India Sr vice-president Pradeep Balamuchi presented
cashprize and a memen to each to Indu Gupta, Shrishti
Agarwal, Jyoti Shukla, Supriya Jaiswal, Manjula Pathak,
Shjiva Singh, Swarnima Jaiswal, Tejashwini Singh and Rahul
Dubey.

WENGER TO ATTEND LAUREUS AWARDS

Monaco: Legendary football manager Arsene Wenger,
who coached Arsenal for 22 years, including one entire
season undefeated, will be attending the Laureus World
Sports Academy in Monaco next week. Wenger is one of
a classic group of legends and current players from the
football world, including Laureus Academy members,
ambassadors and guests, who will be present when the
greatest sportsmen and women from 2018 are honoured.
Joining Wenger will be Cafu, Fabio Capello, Didier
Deschamps, Luis Figo, Alessandro Del Piero, Carles
Puyol, Mikael Silvestre, Patrick Vieira and Fredi Bobic.
Plus stars of the women's game Kosovare Asllani and
Alex Scott.

FORMER ENGL 'KEEPER BANKS DIES

London: Gordon Banks, England's goalkeeper during
their triumphant 1966 World Cup campaign, has died
aged 81, his former club Stoke City announced on
Tuesday. His family said the 73-times capped Banks, who
lost an eye in a car crash in 1972, had passed away in his
sleep. "It is with great sadness that we announce that
Gordon passed away peacefully overnight," his family
said. "We are devastated to lose him but we have so many
happy memories and could not have been more proud of
him." Banks, who played in every game of the 1966
campaign on home soil, is probably best known for a
wonder save he produced to deny Brazilian great Pele in
the 1970 World Cup group match.

SEOUL PICKED FOR JOINT KOREAN BID

LAKSHYA, SOURABH START WITH WIN

Guwahati: Teen sensation Lakshya Sen launched the bid
to claim his maiden Senior Badminton National title with
a straight-game win over Delhi's Rahul Patel and entered
the men's singles third round on Tuesday. The 17-yearold from Uttarakhand, who had clinched the Asian Junior
title and a Bronze medal at the World Junior
Championship last year, defeated Delhi's Rahul 21-13,
21-13 in a 28-minute match. Lakshya got a bye in the first
round. Former two-time champion Sourabh Verma also
made a rousing start to his campaign with a dominating
21-10, 21-8 win over Jayapragasham VS. While,
Maharashtra's Harsheel Dani, who had won the 2018
Ghana International, prevailed over Telangana's Siril
Varma, a former World Junior Championships silver
medallist 23-21, 21-17.

FKH PROGRAM SCOUTS TALENT FROM DELHI

New delhi: The Future Kabaddi Heroes (FKH)
programme, a pioneering initiative to scout for the next
generation of Kabaddi heroes from across India. In its
third year received an outstanding response with 460
aspirants participating in its two-day trials at Gyan Kunj
School in New Delhi. The FKH programme which had its
fair share of young stars such as Nitesh Kumar, Naveen
Kumar, Rohit Gulia, Surender Singh, who were
shortlisted for earlier season auctions.

New Delhi: India's young paddlers added eight medals
to their kitty, including two Gold, three Silver and three
Bronze medals, to draw curtains to their campaign at the
Bahrain Junior and Cadet Open on a high note in Bahrain.
The medal rush for India started off with World No 4 in
the U-15 bracket, Payas Jain, steamrolling past his
opponents to clinch the cadet boys' individual category
crown.

OSAKA SPLITS
WITH COACH BAJIN
TOKYO: World num-

ber one Naomi Osaka
has split from her
coach Sascha Bajin
just weeks after winning the Australian
Open to complete
back-to-back grand
slam victories, the Japanese player said on
Monday. "Hey everyone, I will no longer be working together with Sascha. I thank him for his work
and wish him all the best in the future," the 21year-old tweeted in a shock announcement.
Bajin, a former hitting partner to Serena
Williams, responded: "Thank you Naomi. I wish
you nothing but the best as well. What a ride that
was. Thank you for letting me be part of this."
Osaka, who became the first Asian to hold the
top ranking after beating Czech Petra Kvitova in
the Melbourne final, had worked with the
German for just over a year. No reason was given
for the decision to part ways.
Based in the United States, Osaka linked up
with Bajin in late 2017 and enjoyed a breakthrough
year, climbing from 72 in the world to the top of
the women's rankings.
AFP

S

Mirabai Chanu reacts after successfully lifting 196 kg weight to win Gold in CWG 2018

be there.
"I can do that but I have to
work harder than before. I want to
break the world record of 209kg,"
she said. The 2020 Tokyo
Olympics will have seven women's
weight categories — 49kg, 55kg,

59kg, 64kg, 76kg, 87kg and +87kg.
The qualification process has
also been changed with the earlier system of clinching an Olympic
berth based on a single performance has been done away with.
The qualification period has been

Nationals will help prepare for All England: Praneeth
PTI n GUWAHATI

London: South Korea has picked its capital Seoul for its
bid for the 2032 summer Olympics, which it aims to
jointly host with North Korea. The Koreas will officially
inform the International Olympic Committee of their
decision to bid at an event in Lausanne, Switzerland, on
Friday. North Korea is expected to announce its candidate
city later this week — the likely choice is its capital
Pyongyang — before or during the IOC meeting, Seoul
officials said. The decision to pursue a joint bid — as well
as to jointly participate in the 2020 Tokyo Summer Games
— was made following a series of inter-Korean talks last
year, as cross-border reconciliation gathered pace. In a
meeting held by the country's Olympic committee on
Monday, Seoul edged out its rival, the southern port city
of Busan.

JUNIOR PADDLERS WIN 12 MEDALS

he made a successful comeback after an injury lay-off,
but India's top weightlifter
Mirabai Chanu realises that she
needs to improve her performance by a few notches if she
wants to claim Gold at the Tokyo
Olympics.
Mirabai, a 2017 World
Championships Gold medallist (in
48kg) was laid low due to a lower
back injury that kept her out for
eight months, claimed Gold at the
EGAT Cup in Thailand last week
in her new 49 kg category. She finished on top with an effort of 192
kg.
But Mirabai knows only too
well that she will have to go way
beyond the 200kg mark sooner
than later so that she can compete
with the best in the world in her
new weight category.
"With the increase of 1kg
from 48 to 49, all the weightlifters
will now try to increase their total
lift. Moreover, some lifters, who
were competing in 53kg earlier
will now come down to 49kg. So,
the competition will be tougher
now," Mirabai said.
"I am doing 199-200kg during
training and I am confident of
going past 200kg in the actual
competitions in the next few
months. My aim is to touch 210kg
before the Tokyo Olympics, which
will be the world record. It will not

be easy but my target is to do that
and I will have to work harder
than before," she added.
It will not be easy for the 24year-old Manipuri to improve
10kg in one and a half years. Her
personal best in 48kg is 196kg,
which she lifted while winning
Gold at the Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games last year.
She had won the 2017 World
Championships Gold (in 48kg)
with a total lift of 194kg.
Last year, the International
Weightlifting Federation (IWF)
rejigged the weight categories for
both men and women in the
Olympics and other global events.
The least Olympic weight in the
women's category has been
changed to 49kg from earlier
48kg.
The
2018
World
Championships in Turkmenistan
was held under the new weight
system and the Gold, Silver and
Bronze winners there lifted 209kg,
208kg and 206kg respectively.
Even the fourth-place finisher
lifted 201kg.
"I have to do better than the
209kg if I have to keep myself in
the frame for a Tokyo Olympics
Gold. I hope to do that before the
Olympics.
The
Asian
Championships (in April in
China) and 2019 World
Championships (in September in
Thailand) will give me a chance to
do that as the best in the world will

crammed BWF calendar affecting his
fitness last season, Indian shuttler B Sai
A
Praneeth says he will pick his tournaments
carefully in the Olympic qualification year
and is eyeing a national title to prepare for
the All England Championship next month.
With defending champion HS Prannoy
and finalist Kidambi Srikanth withdrawing
due to fitness issues, former champion
Praneeth will be one of the favourites to lift
the trophy at the 83rd Senior Nationals,
which got underway with the qualifiers on
Tuesday.
"Last season, I struggled with my fitness
and confidence because there were too many
tournaments. So I couldn't maintain fitness.
From June to December, I played continuously, so it was all about fitness. I am fine
now and fortunately no injuries," Praneeth
said.
"I am looking forward to All England
next month and Nationals will be good

match practice to prepare. It will help my
confidence ahead of the international
events. You have to beat all the top Indian
players to win it and it is not easy because

everyone is playing well," said Praneeth, who
will also play the Swiss Open this year.
The Olympic qualification period will
be between April 29, 2019 to April 26, 2020,
and the BWF rankings published on April
30, 2020 will decide who makes the cut for
the Tokyo Games.
Praneeth, who is currently ranked
26th, said he will need a bit of luck and series
a consistent performances to earn him a
ticket to the Olympics.
"It is an Olympic qualification year, so
scheduling of the tournaments will be
important. I can afford not to play a few
events. We will need a bit of luck and good
performance. I have to play quarters and
semis consistently, but that won't be easy, so
you also need a favourable draw sometimes.
Praneeth won six of the eight matches
he played for the eventual champion,
Bengaluru Raptors, in the fourth edition of
Premier Badminton League (PBL) and he
says it boosted his confidence ahead of the
international season.

split into three — from November
1, 2018 to April 30, 2019; May 1,
2019 to October 31, 2019;
November 1, 2019 to April 30,
2020.
A weightlifter has to participate in a minimum of six IWFdesignated events (Gold and
Silver level only) and a minimum
of one eligible event per period.
At the end of the qualification
period, the IWF will issue a list of
weightlifters on the basis of
Absolute Ranking Points subject
to participation in two events in
the same Olympic category and
calculated from four results —
best one from each of the three
periods and one next best result
in the whole of qualification period.

Mirabai said she has no problem with the new qualification
system as it will keep a weightlifter
consistent in his or her performance.
"Earlier, a weightlifter may
qualify for Olympics early in the
qualification period and his or her
performance may dip before
going into the Olympics. Under
the new system, I have to keep my
performance consistent because I
cannot miss taking part in all the
three periods," she said.
Mirabai is one of the four
Indian weightlifters, who are in
the International Registered
Testing Pool of the IWF. The other
three are Jeremy Lalrinnunga,
Satish Kumar Sivalingam and
Monalisha Sonowal.

Mumtaz shines as India 'A'
blank France 'A' 2-0

Lee delays comeback till April
AFP n KUALA LUMPUR

adminton great Lee Chong
Wei aims to make his
B
comeback in April at the
Malaysia Open after a cancer
battle, a month later than he
originally hoped, an official
confirmed on Tuesday.
The three-time Olympic
Silver medallist and former
world number has been on the
sidelines since July last year
when he was diagnosed with
early-stage nose cancer.
The Malaysian star underwent a gruelling programme of
specialist treatment in Taiwan
but pledged not to retire and
resumed training last month.
The 36-year-old had previously said he wanted to make
a return to competitive play at
the All England Open in
March.

But on Monday Lee told
local media he was targeting a
return to action on home soil
at the Malaysia Open, which he
has won 12 times, from April

2 to 7.
"I have got another
appointment with my doctor in
Taiwan next month. Once I get
the green light from him, then

I will make a full comeback,
hopefully at the Malaysia
Open," he told the New Straits
Times newspaper.
"It isn't time to make a full
comeback yet, I have to do it
slowly in stages after consulting my doctor." Badminton
Association of Malaysia general manager Michelle Chai confirmed that Lee planned to
come back in April.
Lee still hopes to compete
in the Tokyo 2020 Olympics
but may face a tough fight to
qualify against rising Malaysian
stars. Since he stopped playing,
he has slipped to 30 in the
world rankings, behind two
Malaysian players, Lee Zii Jia
and Liew Daren. A country can
send a maximum of two players to complete in the Games,
provided they are both ranked
in the world's top 16.

LUCKNOW: The India 'A'
Women's Hockey team defeated
France 'A' Women's team 2-0 in the
third Match here at the Padma Shri
Mohammad Shahid Synthetic
Hockey Stadium on Tuesday. The
hosts were helped by goals from
local-girl Mumtaz Khan (42') and
Sharmila Devi (60'), the duo scoring two well crafted field-goals to
give their team another victory in
the 4 match series.
The match saw the visitors
dominate in the opening minutes,
but the Indian defense made sure
that they did not allow their opposition to score the first goal. With
two goal-less quarters having
passed, it was India who broke the
dead-lock in the 42nd minute.
Lucknow's very own young striker
Mumtaz Khan registered her name

on the score-sheet as she produced
a very calm finish under pressure to
give her team a 1-0 lead.
The French had several chances
in the matches, but could not get
past India's Goalkeeper Bichu Devi
Kharibam. Some reflex saves from
the Indian shot-stopper meant that
India took their lead into the last
quarter.
An eventful last quarter saw
both teams vie for the next goal of
the match, but eventually it was
India 'A' Women's team who were
successful in their pursuit as they
scored another field goal in the last
minute of the match to extend their
lead to 2-0, and take the third
Match.
The India 'A' Women’s team will
play their fourth and last Match
against France on Wednesday.

‘B’desh like underdog tag against NZ’ Du Plessis seeks SL breaking point
AFP n WELLINGTON

angladesh coach Steve Rhodes
said his charges were relishing
B
being underdogs as they chase a
maiden victory over the Black Caps
on New Zealand soil on Wednesday.
The tourists have never beaten
the hosts in any format during four
previous tours to New Zealand but
Rhodes said they should not be written off ahead of the first one-day
international in Napier on Thursday.
"We know it's going to be very
difficult, we've got to be realistic," the
Englishman told reporters.
"But we quite like being underdogs. We can surprise a few people
being an underdog and I think New
Zealand know they've still got to play
some very good cricket to beat us."
Rhodes said Bangladesh's task
had been made tougher by the
injury-enforced absences of allrounder Shakib Al Hasan and paceman Taskin Ahmed.
He said the gruelling Bangladesh

Premier League Twenty20 tournament had been a mixed blessing for

his players as they prepare for a New
Zealand tour that includes three oneday internationals and three Tests.
"It's been a hard grind but a great
competition as well (with) lots of
positives in terms of experiencing
tough cricket," he said.
"But it's taken its toll and the
preparation is not ideal. I only hope
that on the day we show that we can
play some cricket." While his players were battle hardened, Rhodes
said they must be wary of a New
Zealand side still smarting from a 41 ODI series loss to India.
"I think they'll use those bruises to bounce back and we've got to
be ready for a tough New Zealand
turning up," he said.
Bangladesh are still buoyed by
their own 2-1 ODI series win over
the West Indies in December and
Rhodes said his side was far more
experienced than those that previously toured New Zealand.
"It's a really big task but it doesn't mean we can't win," he said.

AFP n DURBAN

African captain Faf du
Plessis will be seeking to
Sfindouth
Sri Lanka's "breaking
point" as early as possible
when the first of two Tests
starts at Kingsmead on
Wednesday.
With Sri Lankan coach
Chandika Hathurusingha
admitting that recent
upheavals in Sri Lankan cricket had affected the players, Du
Plessis vowed to apply pressure
on the tourists.
"They have had a tough
time in Australia and there
have been a lot of things happening away from their team,"
Du Plessis said on Tuesday.
"It's not ideal for them but
I will always respect the opposition we play against. Our
preparation doesn't change."
Referring to a losing series
in Sri Lanka last year, Du

Plessis said: "They beat us 2-0
in their own conditions which
hurt us quite a bit.
"It's important for us to

keep them under pressure to
make sure they don't start the
series well. If we can do that,
possibly their breaking point
will be a little bit sooner than
it would (normally) be because
of all the stuff that's happening
away from the game."
With Sri Lanka having an
inexperienced bowling line-up,
Du Plessis hinted that South
Africa might go into the match
with six batsmen, including
wicketkeeper Quinton de
Kock, and five bowlers.
Du Plessis said left-arm
spinner Keshav Maharaj was
likely to play on a ground
where spin bowling has been
a factor — but he liked the
option of continuing with a
battery of four fast bowlers following a successful recent
series against Pakistan, even
though he did not expect the
pitch to offer much help to
pace bowlers.
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LEARNT ART OF CHASING
FROM DHONI: SHANKAR
Tamil Nadu allrounder says he
learnt how to
pace innings,
especially during
chases by
sharing game
time with
former skipper
PTI n CHENNAI

ijay Shankar, who has made a
strong case for himself to be
included in India's World
Cup bound squad, feels that his
biggest takeaway from the Australia
and New Zealand series is learning
the "art of chasing" from none other
than Mahendra Singh Dhoni.
Shankar had some decent performances with the bat during the
New Zealand leg, now wants to finish games like Dhoni.
"I was happy to be around with
the seniors. Just watching them prepare for matches and learning.
Moreover, I learnt a lot by watching
Dhoni during run chases. I learnt a
lot about how to pace an innings,
especially during chases. I learnt
about his mindset," Shankar, who
returned on Monday said.
For him, it was like living a
dream as he shared the dressing
room with Dhoni, Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma.
"It was a great experience to
share the dressing room with names
like Virat Kohli, M S Dhoni, Rohit

V

Sharma. It is important to watch and
learn from the seniors in the team,"
the soft-spoken Shankar said.
Shankar, who had confessed
after the final T20 International
that he was surprised when promoted up the order to No 3, said that he
was specifically told by the team
management before the start of the
series.

"I was surprised but at the same
time was very happy to be asked to
bat at number three. I was told before
the series started that I would bat at
one-drop. In T20s, there is not
much time to settle down and the
approach needs to be positive."
Though he got a few 40's,
Shankar lamented that he couldn't
take the team home during the final

T20 International.
"I thought I should have got
more runs. Also, I felt disappointed
that I could not take the team home
in the third T20. I had the chance.
It is a learning experience for me. I
need to adapt faster and also be consistent..." he added.
He got an important partnership
with Ambati Rayudu in Wellington

ODI when India were 18 for 4 and
he cherished batting in challenging
conditions.
"When I walked in at 18 for 4, it
was all about playing time and
building a partnership (with
Rayudu). It was a good challenge as
the New Zealand bowlers were bowling well. We had a good partnership.
I should have gone on and made a
big score..." he added.
The Tamil Nadu all-rounder,
who has been around the India 'A'
set-up for a while before graduating
to the senior side, said his focus is
on constant improvement while
adding that he saw every match as an
opportunity to do well.
"I have done the hard work and
got the opportunity in the national
team. Now my focus is on constant
improvement. I have to step up and
do well in every match I get to play.
I see each game as an opportunity to
do well," he added.
Asked about chief selector MSK
Prasad's recent remark that he was
in the reckoning for a spot in the
World Cup squad, the all-rounder
played it down.
"I don't want to think too far
ahead. I want to do well in every
game. Every day is important for
me..." he said.
"I still need to fine-tune a few
things," he added.
The 28-year-old Tamil Nadu
cricketer, who made his ODI debut
against Australia at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground before the New
Zealand series, said it was a big thing
and "a happy feeling" to get started
at an iconic venue.
"Yeah... To make my ODI debut
at the MCG was a big thing and a
happy feeling. Having watched so
many matches and dreamt of playing at such venues, I was delighted
to play there," he added.

Rohit may be
rested for Aus T20s
PTI n NEW DELHI

he national selection committee is unlikely to make
T
any experiment when they
pick the squad for the fivematch ODI series against
Australia on February 15 in
Mumbai.
The five-match ODI series
will start in Hyderabad on
March 2 followed by matches
in Nagpur (March 5), Ranchi
(March 8), Mohali (March
10) and Delhi (March 13).
The team for the two T20
International matches to be
played in Visakhapatnam
(February 24) and Bengaluru
(February 27) will also be
announced on the same day.
It has been learnt that the
team management as well as
the selection committee are on
the same page and the squad
that will play against Australia
is likely to be a mirror-image
of the one that will be travelling to UK for the World
Cup.
There is a possibility that
selectors may pick 16 members for the ODIs instead of 15
in order to check all the players in contention for the
World Cup.
"There is a possibility that
Rohit Sharma may be rested
for the two T20 Internationals
as Virat Kohli will be back.
But when it comes to selecting the ODI squad, there
won't be any experiments
with only five matches to go,"
a senior BCCI official said on
Tuesday.
Asked about the much
talked about workload management programme, the official said: "Most of our ODI
boys will be getting good two
and half weeks of rest. Well,
the pacers can be rotated during the five matches but no
one will be kept out of the
squad and rested. Workload

management will be required
more during the IPL.
"As of now, there are only
two spots that are up for
grabs. The battle is for second
wicket-keeper between
Dinesh Karthik and Rishabh
Pant along with third opener's
slot. The team management at
least won't experiment during
the first three games," he
informed.
There is a school of
thought that Shikhar Dhawan
may be rested for the final two
ODIs and just check if KL
Rahul has found his form
back in order to keep him
ready for the mega event.
"However, it won't be a
case of any surprise selection
as of now. It will just be a case
of who plays on the day.
Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar and
Shami are all fit and available.
Along with Khaleel, these
four will be rotated to check
the combination, more than
the workload management,"
the official said.

Vidarbha restrict ROI to 330 Rahul ready to continue good work

Ramsey signs
4-year Juve deal
AFP n MILAN

rsenal midfielder Aaron Ramsey has
signed a four-year deal to join Juventus on
a free transfer from next July, the Italian champions said on Monday.
The 28-year-old Wales international will
arrive in northern Italy on July 1 with his contract running until June 30, 2023.
As his contract will have ended, Arsenal
will not be entitled to a transfer fee.
"As a result of the registration of the player, Juventus will incur additional costs of 3.7
million euros ($4.1 million), to be paid by July
10," the Serie A champions said.
The move brings to an end Ramsey's 11year spell with the Gunners having moved from
Cardiff City in 2008.
Over the past decade he has played 256
Premier League games, scoring 38 top-flight
goals, and winning three FA Cup and two
Community Shield.
He also had two loan spells at Nottingham
Forest in 2010, and back at former club, Cardiff
in 2011.
"I wanted to issue a personal statement for
all the Arsenal fans who have been extremely
loyal and supportive," Ramsey wrote on
Instagram.
"You welcomed me as a teenager and have
been there for me through all the highs and
lows I have encountered during my time at the
club.
"It is with a heavy heart that I leave after
11 incredible years in north London. Thank
you.
"I will continue to give the team 100 per
cent and hope to finish the season strongly,
before heading on to my next chapter in Turin."
Ramsey has 58 caps for Wales, scoring 14 goals,
and was a part of the Welsh side that reached
the Euro 2016 semi-finals.
He becomes the third Welshman to play for
Juventus following club legend John Charles and
former European Golden Boot winner Ian
Rush.
Ramsey had turned down the offer of a new
deal at Arsenal, with clubs including Barcelona,
Real Madrid, Paris Saint Germain, Inter Milan
and Bayern Munich linked with the player.
"Everyone at Arsenal Football Club wishes Aaron Ramsey a happy and successful
future," the London club said in a statement.
"Aaron's made a fantastic contribution to
our club since joining from Cardiff City in 2008.
He has always been a consummate professional and will always have a special place in the
hearts and memories of Arsenal fans around
the world."
Ramsey will reportedly become Juventus'
second-highest earner behind Cristiano
Ronaldo earning 7 million euros ($7.8 million)
a season.

A

PTI n NAGPUR

PTI n MYSURU

anji Trophy champions Vidarbha managed
to restrict Rest of India to a manageable 330
R
after orchestrating a middle-order collapse

aving found his mojo back,
opener KL Rahul will like to
H
continue his good form with an eye

despite dogged hundred from Hanuma Vihari
and a 95 by opener Mayank Agarwal on the
opening day of the Irani Cup.
The two India internationals added 125 runs
for the second wicket but once Agarwal's freeflowing knock came to an end, the Rest innings
lacked momentum as they could never recover from a middle-order collapse.
Skipper Ajinkya Rahane's (13) problems
against slow bowling continue as left-arm spinner Aditya Sarwate (3/99) had another prized
scalp in his possession after getting Cheteshwar
Pujara twice in the Ranji Trophy final.
Sarwate got able support from the ambidextrous spinner Akshay Karnewar (1-45) and veteran off-spinner Akshay Wakhare (3-67).
Vihari, who had scored a hundred in the last
Irani Cup, once again held the innings together scoring 114 off 211 balls with 11 fours and
two sixes. It was in complete contrast to
Agarwal's innings which was laced with 10 fours
and three sixes.
The 27-year-old Agarwal, who made his Test
debut against Australia on Boxing Day last year,
missed out on a deserving hundred after being
dismissed by seamer Yash Thakur.
Agarwal paced his innings well as he
repeatedly peppered the off-side field and was
in a mood to punish anything on his pads.
Vihari, who took time to settle, was later in
his usual element. The Andhra batsman, however, survived a scare on 24, when he edged to
first slip off Sarwate, but the ball touched the
ground even as Vidarbha skipper Faiz Fazal
claimed a catch. The third umpire, who was
approached but it was ruled not out.
However, once Rahane was gone, edging
one to the gully fielder after the delivery
turned as well as kicked up, the Rest innings lost

on the reserve opener's slot for the
World Cup as he leads India A
against England Lions in the second
'Unofficial' Test, starting on
Wednesday.
Rahul, who was sent by the
team management to the India A
set-up, to find some form, scored 89
in the opening 'Test' against a good
Lions attack and one good knock
will keep him in good stead before
the squad selection for the Australia
series on February 15.
India A did earn the bragging
rights in the first Test with Gujarat
opener Priyank Panchal hitting a
double hundred and 'keeper Kona
Bharat scoring a hundred at
Wayanad in the drawn encounter.
Rahul, Panchal and Bharat
would like to continue their good
run with the bat while Abhimanyu
Easwaran, who missed out on a big
score in the Wayanad 'Test' and
Ankeet Bawne will aim to find
form.
The out of favour as well Karun
Nair will also be lookjing to keep
himself relevant having done precious little in the past few months.
The India A bowlers did well to

its fizz. From 231 for 3, suddenly, they slumped
to 258 for 7 as Vihari reached his 16th first-class
hundred.
Shreyas Iyer (19) and Ishan Kishan (2) failed
to contribute, which brought about Rest's
downfall.
Vihari, despite the fall of partners at the
other end, continued to flourish as he took team
past 300-run mark before Sarwate bowled another classical left-armer's delivery that turned away
from the right hander to take the edge.

Rodrigues, Mandhana
move up in T20 rankings
PTI n DUBAI

ndian batswomen Jemimah
Rodrigues and Smriti
Mandhana on Tuesday
jumped four places to be second and sixth in the ICC T20
rankings despite their team's
0-3 loss in New Zealand.
Rodrigues's 132 runs in
the three-match series against
New Zealand have lifted her
to second position while
Mandhana, who grabbed the
top spot in ODIs last week,
has gained four spots after finishing as the leading run-getter in the New Zealand series
with an aggregate of 180.
The stylish left-hander
smashed two half-centuries
including a fluent 86 in the
last match in Hamilton that
India lost by two runs.
Spinners Radha Yadav,
up 18 places to 10th after taking four wickets in the series,
and Deepti Sharma, up five
places to 14th, are the India

I

players to move up among
bowlers.
For New Zealand, Sophie
Devine has moved from 11th
to eighth position among batters after scoring 153 runs in
the series including a matchwinning 72 in the last match,
while
captain
Amy
Satterthwaite's 87 runs have
lifted her from 23rd to 17th
position. Among bowlers, Lea
Tahuhu has moved up five
slots to 11th position.

Windies' Deandra Dottin
has grabbed the top spot
among all-rounders.
Dottin has been the
standout performer in a 2-1
series win in Pakistan. Dottin
has moved up two places to
third among batters after
scoring 158 runs in the series
while her three wickets have
lifted her two slots to 29th
among bowlers.
Pakistan captain Bismah
Maroof has gained three slots
to tie with compatriot Javeria
Khan in 15th position among
batters while Sana Mir, who is
top ranked in the ODI format,
has moved up six places to
take 28th position among
T20 bowlers after taking three
wickets in the series.
In the team rankings,
New Zealand have overtaken
England to take second place.
Australia continue to lead
the table while the Windies
and India are fourth and fifth
respectively.

restrict the Lions to 340 despite
allowing them to get off to a solid
start. Speedster Navdeep Saini shone
with a five-wicket haul and the others including comeback man Shardul
Thakur along with young Avesh
Khan had a good workout.
The team think-tank may consider giving former Test bowler
Varun Aaron a go in this match
given that the India selectors are
looking at genuine quick bowlers
with an aim to broaden the pool.
The visiting batsmen defied the
India 'A' bowlers on the final day of
the first 'Test' to force a draw and will

be eyeing an improved performance.
Ben Duckett and Ollie Pope,
who have played Tests for England,
did well in Wayanad and will hope
to get going again while the captain
Sam Billings who didn't have a very
happy outing will be expected to hit
form again after his impressive displays in the ODIs earlier.
The bowlers were put to sword
by Panchal, Bharat and Rahul, and
will have to step up in Mysuru. It
remains to be see if left-arm spinner
Danny Briggs, who bore the brunt
in the first game, gets a second
chance.

‘Will be imposing life
ban on Anuj Dedha’
PTI n NEW DELHI

Wawrinka through as
Paire switches off

he Delhi & Districts Cricket
Association (DDCA) is all set to
T
impose life ban on U-23 cricketer
Anuj Dedha, who had physically
assaulted former India pacer Amit
Bhandari for not selecting him in the
state U-23 side.
Senior selection committee
chairman Bhandari was attacked by
Dedha and his hired goons at the St
Stephen's ground on Monday when
he was watching a warm-up game of
the senior Delhi team preparing for
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy.
Dedha along with 15 others
attacked Bhandari with hockey sticks,
cricket bats and rods and the former
pacer sustained injuries on his forehead and other body parts.
He was taken to hospital and
subsequently discharged after treatment while Delhi Police arrested
Dedha. He is currently under police
custody.
DDCA president Rajat Sharma
said that there will be a meeting held
on Wednesday to decide the quantum of punishment. He said as of
now, life ban on Dedha seemed a
mere formality.
"We have a meeting tomorrow
but as our former captain Gautam
Gambhir has suggested, I think
there is no other option left apart
from imposing a life ban on this man

AFP n ROTTERDAM

tan Wawrinka benefitted from a
Benoit Paire collapse, with the Swiss
Scarving
out a 7-6(7/4), 6-1 win on

Anuj Dedha. Whatever he has done,
he only deserves exemplary punishment," Sharma said on Tuesday.
The DDCA president informed
that he has summoned all age group
selectors as well as some distinguished former cricketers for a meeting.
"We need to discuss selection
issues but I want to assure all selectors that they should continue to fearlessly select sides. I am with them. I
have met the Lt Governor Anil
Baijal and requested him to ask the
police authorities to probe all angles.
I would like to know if there is any
deep rooted conspiracy in this
attack," Sharma added.

Monday at the Rotterdam Open.
After fighting through a 45-minute
first set the 33-year-old Wawrinka
needed just 26 more minutes to salt
away the first-round victory as the
moody Paire had unleashed a trademark racquet smash after dropping the
opening set.
The frustrated 58th-ranked
Frenchman made little effort in the second set, phoning it in with apparent disinterest as Wawrinka took complete
charge.
The field is headed by Asia's top
player, Kei Nishikori of Japan, who
opens in his tournament debut on
Tuesday against Montpellier finalist
Pierre-Hugues Herbert of France.
In other first-round results on
Monday, Italian veteran Andreas Seppi
outlasted Peter Gojowczyk of Germany
7-6(7/3), 3-6, 6-2 while Kazakh Mikhail
Kukushkin beat Dutchman Robin
Haase, a quarter-finalist here in 2018
who lost to Roger Federer, 6-2, 7-6(7/4).

