
CABINET OK’S ORDINANCE
ON TRIPLE TALAQ: JAITLEY
New Delhi: The Union Cabinet
gave its nod to issue the Triple
Talaq Ordinance, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley said. 

CENTRE RAISES DA
BY 3 PER CENT
New Delhi: The Union Cabinet
Tuesday increased the dearness
allowance (DA) by 3 pe
r cent effective from January 1,
2019, to “compensate” for price
rise, a move which will benefit
1.1 crore central government
employees and pensioners.  The
decision in this regard was taken
at the Union Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The Cabinet has
approved an additional DA of 3
per cent over the existing rate of
9 per cent to government
employees and dearness relief
(DR) to pensioners from January
1, 2019, Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley told reporters after the
Cabinet meeting. 

823 AMONG 938 DETAINEES
IN ASSAM FOREIGNERS
New Delhi: The Centre on
Tuesday told the SC that 938
people are detained in six
detention centres in Assam and
823 of them have been declared
as foreigners by tribunals.

9 DIE AS TRUCK RAMS INTO
MARRIAGE PROCESSION
Jaipur: A speeding truck
ploughed into a marriage
procession in Rajasthan’s
Pratapgarh district, leaving nine
people, including four children,
dead and 19 others injured.

CAPSULE

PNS n NEW DELHI

Indian on Tuesday trashed
Pakistan Prime Minister

Imran Khan’s offer to probe the
Pulwama terror attack and
highlighted the fact that Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) and its
leader Masood Azhar are based
in Pakistan, which should be
sufficient proof for Islamabad
to take action against them.

India also said disclaiming
Pakistan’s link with terrorist
attacks is an oft-repeated
excuse by the “nerve centre” of
terrorism.

“The Prime Minister of
Pakistan has offered to inves-
tigate the matter if India pro-
vides proof. This is a lame
excuse. In the horrific attack in
Mumbai on 26/11, proof was
provided to Pakistan. Despite
this, the case has not pro-
gressed for the last more than
10 years. Likewise, on the ter-
ror attack on Pathankot airbase,
there has been no progress.
Promises of ‘guaranteed action’
ring hollow given the track
record of Pakistan,” the MEA
said in a statement.

India’s seven-point hard
hitting response came hours
after Khan said he would act
against the perpetrators of the
Pulwama attack if India shares
“actionable intelligence”, but
warned against any retaliatory
action. 

In a video message to the
nation, Khan responded to the

Indian allegations on Pakistan’s
involvement in the attack in
Kashmir last Thursday. The
suicide attack by Pakistan-
based JeM terror group left 44
CRPF personnel dead. 

News agency PTI quoted
Khan as saying that he under-
stood it was India’s election year
and the narrative of blaming
Pakistan would make it easier
to get votes from the masses but
he hoped that better sense will
prevail and that India would be
open to dialogue. He said Delhi
holds Pakistan responsible each
time an incident happens in
Kashmir and makes Pakistan
its “whipping boy” again and
again.

“The Kashmir issue like the
Afghan issue will be resolved
through talks,” he said.

“If you have any actionable
intelligence that a Pakistani is
involved. Give it to us. I guar-
antee you we will take action -
not because we are under pres-
sure, but because they are act-
ing as enemies of Pakistan,” he
said.

“I have been hearing and
seeing on the Indian media that
politicians there are calling for
revenge from Pakistan. If India
thinks it will attack Pakistan,
then we will not just think but
retaliate.”

“If someone is using
Pakistan’s soil [to carry out ter-
ror attacks elsewhere], it is
enmity with us. It is against our
interests,” Khan said while talk-

ing about non-state actors.
He said he did not respond

to India’s allegations as he was
busy with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman’s visit
to the country. “India accused
Pakistan without any evidence
and without thinking  how this
[attack] would benefit us,” he
added. 

In its  statement, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said India was not surprised
that Khan refused to acknowl-
edge the attack on India’s secu-
rity forces in Pulwama as an act
of terrorism, adding his offer to
investigate the attack if pro-
vided proof is a “lame excuse”.

“Disclaiming any link
between the terrorist attack
and Pakistan is an oft-repeat-
ed excuse by Pakistan. The
Pakistani Prime Minister has
ignored claims made by the
JeM, as well as by the terrorist,
who perpetrated this heinous
crime,” the MEA said.

“It is a well-known fact that
JeM and its leader Masood
Azhar are based in Pakistan.
These should be sufficient
proof for Pakistan to take
action,” it said.

Rubbishing Pakistan claim
to be the greatest victim of ter-
rorism but this is far from
truth, the MEA said, “The
international community is
well acquainted with the real-
ity that Pakistan is the nerve
centre of terrorism.” 

The MEA t also came
down hard on the Pakistan
Prime Minister for his com-
ments linking India’s upcoming
general elections to the narra-
tive of blaming Pakistan. He
said it would make it easier to
get votes from the masses. “It

is regrettable that the Pakistani
Prime Minister has insinuated
that India’s response to the
terrorist attack is determined
by the forthcoming general

election,” the MEA said. 
Rejecting the “false allega-

tion”, the MEA said India’s
democracy was a model for the
world which Pakistan would
never understand. “We
demand Pakistan to stop mis-
leading the international com-
munity and take credible and
visible action against the per-
petrators of Pulwama terrorist
attack and other terrorists and
terror groups operating from
areas under their control,” it
said.

On Khan’s reference to

build a new Pakistan, the MEA
said, “In this ‘Naya Pakistan,
Ministers of the current
Government publicly share
platforms with terrorists like
Hafeez Saeed who have been
proscribed by the United
Nations.”

“Pakistan’s Prime Minister
has called for dialogue and
expressed his readiness to talk
about terrorism. India has
repeatedly stated that it is ready
to engage in a comprehensive
bilateral dialogue in an atmos-
phere free from terror and
violence,” the MEA said. 

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n CHENNAI

The All India Dravida
Munnetra Kazhakam

(AIADMK), which looked vul-
nerable and weak till Monday
sprang a surprise on Tuesday by
forming a mega-alliance with
the BJP and the PMK to fight the
upcoming Lok Sabha election.
The BJP would contest five out
of the total 39 seats at stake from
Tamil Nadu while the PMK has
been allocated seven seats.

But the efforts to rope in

DMDK leader Vijayakanth into
the AIADMK-led front
remained a non-starter as the
efforts by the BJP leader Piyush
Goyal who is in charge of Tamil
Nadu BJP did not bear fruit
despite an hour-long discussion
with the former. “In politics,
there is something by name per-
sonal human relationship also.
My visit was to enquire about the
health and well being of
Vijayakanth and wish him all the
best. My Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and party chief
Amit Shah had asked me to con-
vey their regards to
Vijayakanth,” said Goyal while
speaking to reporters after the
meeting. He also disclosed that
alliance talks would continue
with the DMDK leadership.

Tuesday morning saw S

Ramadoss, the founder of the
PMK and accompanied by his
entourage of party leaders dri-
ving down to Hotel Crown
Plaza in Chennai where Chief
Minister Edappadi Palaniswamy
and Deputy Chief Minister O
Panneerselvam were waiting for
him. Within minutes of
exchanging pleasantries, the
AIADMK and the PMK signed
a deal allocating seven Lok
Sabha constituencies to the lat-
ter. It was also agreed to allocate
a Rajya Sabha seat to the PMK
while the latter would support
the AIADMK in the bypolls to
be held on 21 Assembly seats in
the State.

Tuesday turned out to be the
birth-star day of Jayalalithaa, the
AIADMK supremo who ruled
the party with an iron hand till

she breathed her last on
December 5, 2016. Union
Minister for Railways and Power
Piyush Goyal who flew down to
Chennai on Tuesday and he also
drove down to the hotel for a
meeting with Edappadi
Palaniswamy and
Panneerselvam for firming up
the alliance between the
Hindutva party and the
AIADMK.

The discussion between the
AIADMK and the BJP lasted for
more than two hours giving an
indication that some hard bar-
gaining could have taken place
in the board room of the star
hotel. The announcement about
the AIADMK-BJP alliance was
made by Deputy Chief Minister
Panneerselvam at 4.45pm (past
the inauspicious Rahu Kaalam

which ended at 4.30 pm).
“The AIADMK and the

BJP hereby announce the for-
mation of a mega alliance in
Tamil Nadu. We have allocated
five seats to the BJP in the ensu-
ing Lok Sabha election while the
BJP would support as in the
remaining seats and in the 21
Assembly constituencies where
by-polls would be held,” said
Panneerselvam.

Goyal told reporters after
the meeting that the BJP
karyakartas would work sin-
cerely for the success of  all 40
seats (39 from Tamil Nadu and
the lone seat from Puducherry).
“We will win all the 40 seats,”
said Goyal. He also said that
while the BJP would be part of
the AIADMK-led front in Tamil
Nadu, the constituents of the

front led by the AIADMK have
resolved to strengthen the hands
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi by being the part of the
National Democratic Alliance.
Goyal and the AIADMK lead-
ers said that the constituencies
to be contested by the parties
would be disclosed in due
course.

The forging of the mega
alliance by the AIADMK has not
gone well with the DMK and its
allies, if the initial reactions
from Stalin and other front
partners are any indication.
“Ramadoss has sold the interests
of the people of Tamil Nadu by
joining hands with the BJP and
the AIADMK,” charged MK
Stalin, the DMK chief. Thol
Thirumavalavan, the VCK
founder, said that the PMK’s

move to join the AIADMK led
front would strengthen the
DMK front. Ramesh, veteran
columnist and political com-
mentator pointed out that the
DMK camp was upset over the
formation of the AIADMK-led

front. “Stalin has been scarred
because it is not going to be a
cakewalk for him in the election.
The AIADMK front would put
up a good fight and may end up
with double digits in the election
results,” said Ramesh.

PTI n THE HAGUE

The International Court of
Justice on Tuesday refused

to entertain Pakistan’s request
to adjourn the hearing in the
case of Kulbhushan Jadhav to
appoint a new ad-hoc judge.

The four-day hearing in the
Jadhav case opened on Monday
at the ICJ headquarters in The
Hague amid heightened ten-
sions between India and
Pakistan following one of the
worst terror attacks in Jammu
& Kashmir by Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammad terror
group that killed at least 40
CRPF soldiers. 

Pakistan, which is pre-
senting its case, asked the judge
to adjourn the case, citing the
illness of its ad-hoc judge.
Tassaduq Hussain Jillani, the
ad-hoc judge for Pakistan in
the ICJ, suffered a cardiac
attack ahead of the hearing. 

Attorney General Anwar
Mansoor Khan, who is repre-
senting Pakistan, at the start of
the hearing, said, “We applied
our right provided to us that we
can appoint an ad hoc judge. 

“But since our judge is
indispensable at this point. In
light of the above Pakistan
would like to place before the
court that another judge to be
sworn in which right has been

provided under article 35-5 and
the judge be given ample
amount of time to go through
the briefings before going
ahead with arguments.” 

But the ICJ declined
Pakistan’s plea and asked it to
continue argument in the
absence on the ad-hoc judge.  

On the first day of hearing,
India urged the ICJ to annul
Jadhav’s death sentence and
order his immediate release,
saying the verdict by a Pakistani
military court based on a “far-
cical case” hopelessly fails to
satisfy even the minimum stan-
dards of due judicial process.

Jadhav, a retired Indian
Navy officer, was sentenced to
death by a Pakistani military
court on charges of “espionage
and terrorism” after a closed
trial in April 2017. His sen-
tencing evoked a sharp reaction
in India which moved the ICJ
in May the same year for the
“egregious violation” of the
provisions of the Vienna
Convention by Pakistan by
repeatedly denying New Delhi
consular access to the 48-year-
old Indian national. 

Under Article 31 of the
Statute of the Court, a State
party to a case before the ICJ
may choose a person to sit as
judge ad hoc in that specific
case. 

KESTUR VASUKI n BENGALURU

In  a tragic incident,  two of
the IAF’s aerobatic team

Surya Kiran crashed mid-air,
killing a pilot and injuring two
who ejected to safety during a
rehearsal for the Wednesday’s
Aero India show, in Bengaluru
on Tuesday around 11.50 am. 

Video clips showed the
two jets crashing to the ground
after mid-air collision and
bursting into flames  in a bushy
area in a residential layout
near Yelahanka airbase.

Thick plumes of black
smoke were seen billowing
from the mishap site moments
later, with a man in the video

yelling “Oh my God, oh my
God.”

According to police
sources, the Hawk jets were
performing a manoeuvre when
one was flying inverted carry-
ing a pilot and the other below
it with two pilots moments
before they hit each other and
spun out of control.     

“There were three pilots,
one has died, two are safe with
injuries,” DGP Fire Services
MN Reddi, who rushed to the
mishap site, tweeted

One of the three aircrews
of the aircraft, Wg Cdr VT
Shelke and Sqn Ldr TJ Singh
ejected. However Wg Cdr Sahil
Gandhi sustained fatal injuries,
it said. The two aircrew have
been airlifted to AIF command
hospital, Bengaluru, it said.
A Court of Inquiry will inves-
tigate the cause of the accident,
the statement said. 

“I’m aware of it (incident),”
Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said, but did not
elaborate.

Continued on Page 6

PNS n NEW DELHI

Despite reports that recent
rain and hailstorm in key

growing States have impacted
the wheat crop, the Ministry of
Agriculture has claimed that
the wheat output might cross
100 million tonnes, an all-
time high level.

As per agriculture data,
sowing of wheat, the main rabi
(winter) crop, is almost com-
plete and the acreage under the
crop has reached 298.47 lakh
hectare till last week, slightly
lower than 299.84 lakh hectare
in one year ago. 

“As compared to 622.12
lakh hectares planted in 2017-
18, the sowing covered only
591.64 lakh hectares during
rabi crop season this year. In
other words, 30 lakh hectare
less planted this year during
rabi crop season,” the
Agriculture Ministry said. 

On the other hand, farm-

ers have claimed that recent
hailstorm and untimely rain
damaged the quality of wheat
crop, pulses, potatoes and
onions. Wheat production
stood at a record 99.70 million
tonne in 2017-18 crop year
(July-June). The final assess-
ment is yet to be made on the
damage of rabi crops due to
hailstorm and untimely rain.

“No negative impact of
rain on the wheat crop report-
ed so far. There may be some
minor impact in patches,”
Indian Council of Agriculture
Research (ICAR) Director
General Trilochan Mohapatra
said.

Continued on Page 6

JeM in Pak enough proof: MEA to Imran

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

One of the top Army com-
manders of the Indian

Army in Kashmir on Tuesday
did some plain speak by direct-
ly blaming Pakistan’s intelli-
gence agency ISI, along with
terrorist organisation, Jaish-e-
Mohammad for the recent
Pulwama attack that left over
40 CRPF personnel dead.

Addressing a joint Press
conference in Srinagar, 15
corps commander Lt-Gen KJS
Dhillon reassured Army’s com-
mitment that terrorists enter-
ing the Kashmir will not go
back alive.

“In a Kashmiri society,
mother has great role to play.
Through you, I would request
the mothers of Kashmir to
please request their sons who
have joined terrorism to sur-
render and get back to main-
stream. Anyone who has
picked up gun will be killed and
eliminated, unless he surren-
ders,” Dhillon reiterated.  

He said, “They (forces)
were tracking the top JeM
leadership in the Valley. I am
happy to inform the country
that in less than 100 hours, the
top JeM leadership has been
eliminated.”

Continued on Page 6

BJP effects a poll alliance a day to keep Rahul away! 
In TN, BJP bags

5 seats in ties

with AIADMK 

ICJ rejects Pak’s
request to adjourn
Jadhav hearing

Pilot dies in 2 IAF aerobatic

Surya Kiran mid-air collision

Terrorists entering Valley
won’t return alive: Lt-Gen  

Earlier, Pak PM promised action against
Pulwama terrorists if India gives evidence,
but threatens retaliation if Pak is attacked 

Union Minister and BJP’s Tamil Nadu election in-charge Piyush Goyal addresses
the media after ruling AIADMK signed an alliance with the BJP for the upcoming
Lok Sabha elections, in Chennai on Tuesday PTI

Indian Air Force officials inspect the charred remains of an aircraft after two planes
of IAF’s aerobatic team Surya Kiran crashed near the Yelahanka airbase in
Bengaluru on Tuesday PTI

Wheat weathers rain,
hailstorm, to produce
record 100 m tonnes

PTI n NEW DELHI

In a major boost to India’s
efforts to get JeM chief

Masood Azhar on the list of
global terrorists, France will be
moving a proposal at the UN
in a “couple of days” to ban the
head of the UN-proscribed
group, French sources said on
Tuesday.

Pakistan-based outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) has
claimed responsibility of the
Pulwama terror strike. 

The French sources said
that it will insist on maintain-
ing Pakistan on the “grey list”
of countries at the ongoing
meet of the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) in Paris. 

Pakistan was placed on
the FATF grey list in June
2018 and put on notice to be
blacklisted by October 2019 if
it did not curb money laun-
dering and terror financing. 

Continued on Page 6

France backs India

efforts to list Azhar 

as global terrorist,

eco curb on Pak

Asking India to provide evidence
of Pakistan’s envolvement in

Pulwama terror attack, Pakistan
PM Imran Khan said, “If you

have any actionable intelligence
that a Pakistani is involved. Give
it to us. I guarantee you we will

take action.” 

Trashing Imran’s ‘fake’
promise, the MEA in a
statement said, “The

Pakistan PM has offered to
investigate the matter if India
provides proof. This is a lame
excuse. In the horrific attack
in Mumbai on 26/11, proof
was provided to Pakistan.

Despite this, the case has not
progressed for the last more
than 10 years. Promises of

‘guaranteed action’ ring
hollow given the track record

of Pakistan.” 
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RAMESH K SINGH n VARANASI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi cautioned people
against negative forces

trying to create an atmosphere
of pessimism in society for
their petty political gains. “Your
pradhan sevak is doing his job
with full honesty and the results
are visible everywhere in the
country,” the Prime Minister
said while addressing a gath-
ering at Odhe village in
Rohania area of his parlia-
mentary constituency
(Varanasi) on Tuesday. Modi
inaugurated and laid founda-
tion stones of projects worth `
3,382 crore.

Surprisingly though, the
Prime Minister, who was
repeatedly speaking on
Pulwama terror attack warning
Pakistan of action for last few

days, chose to remain  largely
silent on the issue even as he
addressed two meetings. He,
however, said “I share your
emotions” while paying tributes
to local CRPF martyr Ramesh
Yadav. He also prayed to Baba
Vishwanath and ‘Maa Ganga’ to
give courage to the bereaved
families. The Prime Minister
invoked poet-saint Guru
Ravidas on his birth anniver-
sary, urging people to end
caste discrimination and iden-
tify those who promote it in
their “self interest”.

He hit out indirectly at
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav for
“mocking” the high-speed
Vande Bharat train from
Varanasi to Delhi after it devel-
oped a snag, saying they had
insulted the engineers involved
in the project.

Laying the foundation
stone for the Ravidas
Janmasthali area development
project  here,  Modi  said
caste discrimination was an
impediment in achieving social
harmony. 

“Guruji had said that there 
Continued on Page 6

‘Identify those
who use caste
discrimination
in self-interest’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at a programme
in Varanasi on Tuesday Pioneer

PM: Be cautious
of negative forces
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Minister claims record

sugar production

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh Agriculture
Minister Surya Pratap

Shahi claimed that in the cur-
rent crushing season UP sugar
production might create a
record of 1.2 crore MT of
sugar production. He urged the
agriculture scientists to work
for bringing down the cost of
cultivation of sugarcane so that
the sugar produced could be
more competitive in the inter-
national market. 

The minister advocated
for disseminating improved
technology to farmers, increas-
ing cane productivity, reducing
cost of processing and proper

utilisation of byproducts for
increasing the income of cane
farmers. The minister was
speaking as a chief guest at the
valedictory function of the
four-day Ikshu Fest and
International Conference-
SUGARCON-2019 on Green
Technologies for Sustainable
Development of Sugar and
Integrated Industries being
organised at ICAR-Indian
Institute Sugarcane Research
(IISR), which concluded on
Tuesday. 

The minister also congrat-
ulated the organisers for host-
ing the conference on such an
important theme of green tech-
nologies where in researchers

from six sugar producing coun-
tries like China, Thailand,
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Belgium
and Brazil participated in large
numbers. Shahi also informed
that the state government was
concerned about protecting
the environment.

Recalling his announce-
ment on subsidies on agricul-
tural implements and machin-
ery made during Krishi
Kumbh-2018 held at IISR in
October 2018, he said UP gov-
ernment had provided subsidy
worth Rs 113 crore to 16,000
farmers so far. Dr S Solomon,
Vice-Chancellor, CS Azad
University of Agriculture &
Technology, Kanpur, spoke

about the proceedings of the
four-day international confer-
ence and hoped that the recom-
mendations of the conference
would go a long way in sustain-
able development of sugar
industry in the country. 

Dr AD Pathak, director,
ICAR-IISR, highlighted the
major research and develop-
ment achievements of the insti-
tute. Pathak spoke about the
concerted efforts of the institute
in doubling the income of
farmers in eight adopted vil-
lages of Central UP. He also
narrated efforts of the institute
in developing entrepreneur-
ship in jaggery, particularly in
UP and Bihar. Members of the Muslim community performing havan for the pece of those killed killed in Pulwama terror attack                                                                        Pioneer

21 killed in different road mishaps

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

As many as 21 persons were
killed while several were

reported injured in different
incidents of road mishap in
Uttar Pradesh on Monday and
Tuesday. In Mathura, seven
people were killed and three
injured in an accident on
Yamuna expressway early
Tuesday morning. Police said
that the accident occurred near
Burj Sukhdev village when an
ambulance, coming from
Noida side, overturned, broke
the divider and hit two cars
coming on the opposite lane of
the expressway before coming
to rest.

Most of the deceased were
the occupants in the car. The

injured were rushed to a hos-
pital in critical condition. The
deceased were yet to be iden-
tified. The ambulance was car-
rying a body and was going to
Bihar from Delhi. 

In Kanpur, four members
of a family of an Indian Police
Services (IPS) officer posted in
West Bengal, along with their
driver, were killed in a road
accident in Ghatampur area of
the district late Monday night.

Police said the accident
occurred on the Kanpur-Sagar
highway in which family mem-
bers of 2015 batch IPS officer
Arvind Kumar Anand, present-
ly posted as ACP, Howrah,
were killed. Among the
deceased were Anand's father
and mother besides his sister,

uncle and the driver of the car.
The incident occurred

when the car was hit by a truck
and in the impact, the car
rammed into another truck
near Veerpur village. The
deceased were identified as
Dinesh Rajak (55), his wife
Rajni, 20-year-old daughter
and his brother-in-law. They
were returning from Bareilly
after attending a marriage cer-
emony. Car driver Devendra
(30) was also killed in the
accident.  The IPS officer is the
native of Chattarpur in Madhya
Pradesh.  In Hardoi, three peo-
ple were killed in separate road
accidents on Monday night.
Reports said an unidentified
vehicle rammed into a motor-
bike at Baghauni-Pratapnagar

road in Baghauni area killing
three people on the spot. The
deceased were identified as
Rajendra Prasad and
Mansharam, natives of
Mardankheda village.

In another incident report-
ed in Hardoi, a vehicle crushed
two people to death and injured
another in Shahabad town.
The deceased were identified as
Awadhesh Prajapati and
Shivam.  Injured Sumit Gupta
was rushed to the district hos-
pital where his condition was
stated to be critical.  In
Bulandshahr, five members of
a family, including a woman
and a child, were killed while
three others were injured, when
their car fell into a canal under
Anupshahr police station area.

Maya flays Modi's visit to Ravidas temple
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

BSP chief Mayawati on
Tuesday criticised Prime

Minister Narendra Modi for his
visit to Sant Ravidas temple in
Varanasi on the occasion of the
birth anniversary of the saint. 

“The BJP instead of  practis-
ing the formality of visiting the
Ravidas temple should focus on
cleansing itself from  the malice
of communalism, casteism and
obscurantism and only this
course of action will pave the
path of the  overall good of the
nation,” Mayawati said in a state-
ment on Tuesday. She added the
narrow political agenda pur-

sued by the BJP had already cre-
ated a plethora of problems for
the society and disturbed the
social fabric.

She said that on the birth
anniversary of Sant Ravidas,
politicians, besides offering
prayers at his temple, should also
try and follows the path shown
by him so that the welfare of the
poor and needy could be brought
about. Mayawati said that Sant
Ravidas was not only a great
speaker but also a doer, which
made him attain greatness in life.
She said Narendra Modi should
emulate principles of Sant
Ravidas and no one could
become big with a small mind. 

She said that Sant Ravidas,
who lit the lamp of social trans-
formation, spent his whole life in
spreading the message of
humanity and put up a persistent
resistance against discrimination
in a caste-based society. She
added that his humanitarian
message was very relevant in the
context of the present narrow
and caste-driven atmosphere.

The BSP supremo said that
her party carried out many
works in the name of Sant
Ravidas, among which the major
ones were the naming of
Bhadohi district in his name, the
establishment of a park and a
‘ghat’ in the name of the seer at

his birth place in Varanasi, the
construction of Sant Guru
Ravidas Rajkiya Mahavidyalaya
in Faizabad, the establishment of
a statue of the seer in Varanasi
and a prize in the name of Sant
Ravidas. 

Apart from this, Sant
Ravidas Polytechnic, establish-
ment of Chandauli, Sant Ravidas
SC/ST training institute, the
monikering of a bridge being
made on the Ganga river in
Varanasi after Sant Ravidas, aid
for the Sant Ravidas dharmasha-
la in Badaun, establishing a stat-
ue of Sant Ravidas in Bilsi were
done by the Bahujan Samaj
Party government. 

SP calls booth-level 

meet on Sunday

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

With Lok Sabha elections
round the corner, the

opposition Samajwadi Party
has geared up and called the
meeting of the booth and sec-
tor incharges on Sunday. The
meeting will attempt to apprise
the cadre about the significance
of the alliance with the Bahujan
Samaj Party.

A circular issued by the
state SP president Naresh
Uttam on February 17  has
directed all district presidents
to convene meetings of the
booth and sector incharges on
February 24 and 26 to take the
first hand information about
the respective booths and pre-
pare for the Lok Sabha polls.

“These meetings will also
be attended by legislators, ex-
legislators and the probable
candidates besides the district
and city presidents will also join
the meeting to know the prob-
lems if any in these areas,” a

senior party leader said on
Tuesday.

The state SP president has
clearly stated that as the SP was
going in alliance with the BSP
in the Lok Sabha polls, hence,
the meeting should discuss
about supporting the BSP can-
didate if such happened in
their respective Lok Sabha seat.
"The state president has direct-
ed that if any sector incharge is
missing from the meeting or he
has left the party, then imme-
diately within 2-3 days anoth-
er person should be appointed
in his place," the leader said.

The SP and the BSP had
announced their alliance on
January 12 last deciding to
contest 38 seats each in UP
and leaving 2 seats — Amethi
and Rae Bareli to the Congress
and two others seats to small-
er parties. But both the parties
are yet to announce their can-
didates or officially declare the
seats each party would con-
test.

Army jawan cremated
with full state honour
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

The last rites of Army jawan
Ajay Kumar, martyred in

the Pulwama encounter on
February 14, were conducted
with full state honour in his
ancestral village on Tuesday.
The last journey of the martyr
was taken out from the Meerut
Cantt in the morning. 

Senior officials of the
Army, police and the admin-
istration, along with state min-
ister Sidharth Nath Singh, MPs
and MLAs were present in the
around four-km-long journey.

West UP sub-area com-
mander Major General PS Sai,
Army hospital's commandant
Brigadier SC Gupta and the
command officer of 18
Garhwal Regiment paid their
homage to the martyr. 

The mortal remains of the
martyr reached Bassi Tikri
village in the morning, from
where they were taken to the
ITI ground situated in Patla for

the last rites.  
A large number of people

from neighbouring villages
also turned up for paying their
tributes to the martyr on his
last journey.

Meerut SP (City) Ranvijay
Singh said that following secu-
rity measures, the Meerut dis-
trict was divided in four sectors
and 3 DSPs, 8 police inspec-
tors, 25 sub-inspectors and 82
constables were deployed for
duty. All these policemen went
to the martyr's ancestral village
Bassi Tikri with the mortal
remains.

Meerut incharge minister
Sidharth Nath Singh, Rashtriya
Lok Dal's Jayant Chaudhary,
Meerut's BJP MLAs Dinesh
Khatik, Sangeet Som, Jitendra
Satwai, Somendra Tomar,
Satveer Tyagi, MP Rajendra
Agarwal and Union Minister
Satpal Singh went to the ances-
tral residence of the martyr
and condoled the family of the
jawan.

Ex-BSP MLA
expelled

Lucknow (PNS): Three-
time BSP MLA Ramesh
Chandra Bind has been expelled
from the party for anti-party
activities with immediate effect,
party’s district president of
Mirzapur unit Kunj Bihari said
in a communication. He said
that party had got reports of
anti-party activities of Bind.
Investigations from different
quarters confirmed. So, the
party high command expelled
Bind from the party with imme-
diate effect, he said in one-page
letter.

Bind was three time MLA
from Majhwa in 2002, 2007 and
2012.

BJP celebrating first year anniv
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The state unit of the BJP
has launched  statewide

celebrations from Tuesday to
celebrate first year anniver-
sary celebrations. “The pro-
gramme titled ‘Ek saal, nai
misal’ is being organised at all
1471 mandals of the BJP in
the state, where the party
leaders are holding interac-
tion programme with workers
on the achievement of the

Yogi government,” state BJP
general  secretar y Vijay
Bahadur Pathak said on
Tuesday.

Pathak said from March
26 to April 6, the party work-
ers would reach every village
in the state to make aware the
people about the one year
achievements of the govern-
ment. “The announcement to
provide 4 lakh jobs this year
and waiver of government
royalty on soil has been taken

in a positive note by the peo-
ple and it will fulfill the aspi-
ration of the people,” he said.

The BJP leader said that
earlier police harassed vil-
lagers over the extraction of
mud but now all the harass-
ment would end. On March
24, all state ministers will
visit districts where they are
incharges and celebrate the
one year anniversary with the
party leaders and workers at
the district headquarters.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Dargah Ala Hazrat, the reli-
gious head of the Barilvi

sect of Sunni Muslims, has
asked Muslims to not give
shelter to any terrorist in their
homes. The Dargah in a state-
ment said: “There is no place
for terrorism in Islam, and the
Muslims do not give shelter to
any terrorist.”

Condemning the terrorist
attack in south Kashmir's
Pulwama, Sajjada Nasheen
Subhan Raja Khan said: “The
incident of Pulwama embar-
rassed the humanity. I appeal
to the government to end the

terrorism.” Dargah’s
spokesperson Nasir Qureshi
said: “Our dargah supports the
martyrs’ families in their grief.
Those shedding the blood of
innocents are enemies of Islam
and they are defaming our reli-
gion across the world.” The
Dargah’s directives read that
the Muslim community
should be united against those
involved in terrorists activities.

As many 40 CRPF person-

nel were killed in Awantipora
in south Kashmir's Pulwama
district in a terror attack
orchestrated by Pakistan-
based and Pakistan-backed
terror outfit  Jaish-e-
Mohammed on February 14.
The convoy of 78 buses, in
which around 2,500 CRPF
personnel were travelling from
Jammu to Srinagar, came
under attack around 3.15 pm
on February 14.

“Those shedding the blood of
innocents are enemies of Islam and

they are defaming our religion across
the world.” 

No place for terror in Islam: Dargah
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ABTech (I) student of
Central Institute of
Plastic Engineering and

Technology (CIPET) in
Lucknow died in his hostel
room under mysterious cir-
cumstances on Monday. Police
were clueless about the cause of
death and said autopsy report
would make things clear.

As per reports, Krishna
Murari was staying in a hostel
room on third floor of the
building inside the institute
premises. Around 10:15 am on
Monday, he fell unconscious
after he went to the bathroom
to take bath. Another student
Shivam Mishra reached there
and found Krishna Murari
lying unconscious.

He immediately informed
the hostel warden. Due to no
ambulance at the institute, the
victim was rushed to Lok
Bandhu Hospital in the car of

college teacher HN Choube.
However, he was declared
brought dead. Doctors said
the boy died as he could not get
medical care on time. However,
they could not explain the
cause of death. 

The hospital officials later
sent a memo to the Krishna
Nagar police. A sub-inspector,
Santosh Singh, was assigned
the probe of the case. He
reached Lok Bandhu Hospital
and sent the body for the post-
mortem.

A police spokesman said
no injuries were found on the

body. “The cause behind the
death of the student is not clear
as yet. His roommates and
classmates are also clueless
about the cause of his death.
The police are waiting for the
autopsy report to reach a con-
clusion. If anything fishy sur-
faces, the police will probe the
case on that angle too,” he
added.

After the incident, the stu-
dents of CIPET protested at the
institute, forcing the work and
classes to remain suspended for
hours. They alleged that they
had informed the college
administration immediately
after the incident came to their
notice. “The college did not
have an ambulance and the
delay claimed Krishna’s life,”
they alleged. The college
administration said Krishna
Murari had not been keeping
well for last few days. His
father runs a shop in
Jharkhand.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Aday after the dacoity at
UPSSSC former chair-

man RK Yadav’s house in
Indira Nagar, the Lucknow
police are searching for
domestic help Mukesh. On
Tuesday, the police quizzed
several persons to know about
Mukesh’s whereabouts.

Sources said the police
failed to get any clue about
Mukesh, who started working
at Yadav’s house only a month
back. “A relative of Yadav had
recommended Mukesh when
Yadav was looking for a
domestic help. Yadav had no
proof of Mukesh’s address and
other credentials,” sources
said. 

They said scanning of
CCTV footages was underway
to find out the robbers’ move-
ment before and after the
crime. “Only a few of footages
obtained so far show faces of
Mukesh and other suspects.
The miscreants probably went
to a tempo stand or sat in a car

near the crime scene to flee,”
the sources said. “Mukesh is
an important link in the case.
His arrest will bring out the
names of miscreants who exe-
cuted the dacoity. The police
contacted Mukesh’s relative
and he gave some clues about
his address and native village.
However, the police have yet
to trace him,” trans-Gomti
ASP Amit Kumar said.

A police officer said the
miscreants had sound infor-
mation about the escape route
and they worked with preci-
sion. “They possibly belong to
some other district,” he added. 

The Ghazipur SHO said
the police were yet to get any
vital clue.

The armed robbers had
targeted Yadav’s house on
Monday afternoon and held
him and his daughter
Prashasti at the gun-point.
They had taped their mouths
and tied them before collect-
ing Rs 40,000 in cash and
ornaments worth lakhs of
rupees.
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Haemophilia Society
(Lucknow), an affiliated

chapter of Haemophilia
Federation (India), on Tuesday
appealed to the citizens of
Uttar Pradesh to spread mass
awareness about the life-threat-
ening bleeding disorder so that
more patients are diagnosed
and receive proper treatment.

Secretary, Haemophilia
Society (Lucknow), Vinay
Manchanda, who has faced
this problem because his 34-
year-old son is haemophilic,
said: “We have been working
closely with haemophilia
patients and their families, and
helping them get proper treat-
ment. Our experience shows
that with access to adequate
factor replacement, appropriate
monitoring and good physio-
therapy, all patients with
haemophilia can lead produc-
tive and pain-free lives. It is
important to inform people
about this bleeding disorder so
that if children develop joint
swellings after injury or

increased bleeding, the families
can come forward for early
diagnosis.”

He said one of the best
ways to fight this life-threaten-
ing disease was to be aware and
get access to treatment at gov-
ernment hospitals. 

“We appeal to the govern-
ment to open more haemophil-
ia treatment centres in far-flung
areas of the state so that early
diagnosis and proper treat-
ment can reach more patients.
I also appeal to people in gen-
eral to spread awareness about
this bleeding disorder so that
more and more patients can be

identified and treated,” he
added.

Manchanda said that in
Uttar Pradesh, awareness about
this rare disease was low with
many medical centres not hav-
ing proper facilities for diagno-
sis. He pointed out that accord-
ing to the World Federation of
Haemophilia, about 1 in 10,000
people were born with
haemophilia, and therefore,
India is estimated to have over
one lakh people with the dis-
order.

Haemophilia, he said, was
a hereditary genetic blood dis-
order that impairs the body’s

ability to control blood clotting.
“People with this rare disease
do not bleed any faster than
normal but can bleed for a
longer time. Their blood does
not have enough clotting fac-
tor. Clotting factor is a protein
in blood that controls bleeding.
A serious disorder, it puts the
patients at risk of death due to
excessive bleeding. Awareness
about the disease and its man-
agement can make accessibili-
ty of appropriate treatment a
reality for patients and save
their lives,” Manchanda said.

While hemophilia cannot
be cured, patients can lead a
near normal life through pro-
phylaxis treatment.
Prophylaxis, essentially replace-
ment of clotting factor on a reg-
ular basis, helps the blood clot
normally in case of an injury or
bleeding. The treatment pre-
vents bleeding and joint
destruction, helping children
with hemophilia be more
active, attend school, go for
outdoor games and above all,
follow a routine life which
every child wants to live.
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The buyers who have been
allotted flats in Nandini

Enclave, Awadh Vihar Yojana,
on Sultanpur Road, will now
have to pay around Rs 10 lakh
more due to the soaring prices
of building material and follow-
ing the effective implementation
of revised service rates and
General Service Tax (GST).

The allottees have to pay 12
per cent service tax and 18 per
cent GST, which will make the
flats costlier by around Rs 10
lakh. The worst suffers are
those whose allotment was can-
celled for not depositing
advance money in time. Now,
they have to deposit Rs 25,000
more as penalty for allotment
revival. The UP Housing
Development Board had
launched Nandini Enclave in
2013. The housing scheme con-
sists of 504 flats of two different
categories and the price ranges
between Rs 30 lakh and Rs 40
lakh. The board was supposed

to hand over the possession of
the houses to buyers by 2016,
but it has failed to do so till date.

Project incharge Sunil
Chowdhary said the GST and
revised rate of services were not
added while determining the
prices seven years ago. He added
that now, the prices of building
materials had risen by several
folds, which would make the
flats costlier.

Eighty-five per cent of the
flats have been allotted but the
buyers have been denied posses-
sion. Chowdhary said the pos-

session would be given in 2020.
He said they had been informed
about the hike through regis-
tered letters and they regretted
the increase in costs. The reason
for the massive increase in costs
was said to be the delay in com-
pletion of the project due to
which possession could not be
given on time. If the possession
was given on time, there would
have been no question of
increase in costs. Nandini
Enclave had evoked good
response when it was launched.
People in large numbers, includ-
ing NRIs, applied for flats.
Major (retd) Man Singh told
this reporter that he, along with
others, met the former housing
commissioner, in 2016 and
urged him to get the project
completed and ensure posses-
sion to the buyers at the earli-
est, but the officials were appar-
ently not interested. He said he
and others had deposited the
advance money seven years
ago, but were deprived of pos-
session.

BTech student dies 

in hostel room

Cause of death not clear, autopsy report awaited

No headway in daring
dacoity case, search on
for domestic help

As any as 14 lakh workers of Sahara India Pariwar at more than 5,000 establishments took out a candle march across the
country to offer solidarity and pay tributes to the CRPF jawans who got martyred in the Pulwama terror attack. In Lucknow,
more than 10,000 workers of Sahara India Pariwar marched with candles and placards in their hands from Sarojni Naidu Park
to Mahatma Ghandi Pratima to pay tribute to the bravehearts 

Mass awareness needed for haemophilia

patients to receive proper treatment

BJP MLAs burning the flag of United Kingdom to protest the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, in front of Vidhan Bhawan on Tuesday Pioneer

Allottees to pay more for 
Nandini Enclave flats

Lucknow (PNS): The Met
department has forecast rains in
the western parts of the state on
Wednesday. Director JP Gupta
said the rains would occur
because of the presence of a
western disturbance. “An
induced low pressure area lies
over South-West Rajasthan and
neighbourhood with associated
cyclonic circulation. Under its
influence, scattered light to
moderate rains and thunder-
showers are likely to occur over
North-West Uttar Pradesh on
Wednesday.  The distribution
and intensity of rains and thun-
dershowers will decrease there-
after with isolated light rains and
thundershowers on Thursday,”
Gupta said. There is also a
warning for thunderstorm
accompanied by hailstorm and
lightning at isolated places over
North-West Uttar Pradesh on
Wednesday. The forecast for
Lucknow is mainly clear sky. It
was a relatively warm day on
Tuesday with the state capital
recording the maximum tem-
perature at 28 degree Celsius.

Rains predicted

in western

parts today

The worst suffers are
those whose
allotment was
cancelled for not
depositing advance
money in time. They
have to deposit Rs
25,000 more as
penalty for 
allotment revival 

Zoo to get

leopard cats, 

Himalayan bear

Lucknow (PNS): The
Lucknow Zoological Gardens
will be soon getting leopard
cats and Himalayan bear from
Nagaland in exchange for
ghariyals. Zoo director RK
Singh said he also visited the
Assam zoos for the purpose.
The exercise was initiated when
the zoo directors’ conference
was organised in the state cap-
ital and the Lucknow officials
were invited by the directors of
North-Eastern region.

Singh said they had a lot of
surplus animals which could be
used for the purpose. “We
have over 200 swamp deer in a
separate safari and we release
them from time to time. We
also have a lot of black bucks,
painted storks and pelicans,” he
said. He added that the breed-
ing of deer was exceptional at
Lucknow zoo.
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Companies should focus on installation of
small solar power units because there is a

potential of setting of additional 300 gigawatt
solar power plants in the state, IIA executive
director DS Verma said on the conclusion of
‘Solar Expo’, organised at IIA Bhawan.

He said the next would be held in Lucknow
from February 14 to 16 next year. UPNEDA
director Sushil Kumar Patel emphasised that
solar companies were focusing on setting up big
projects at present but if they focused on set-
ting up one-two kilowatt solar plants in every
house at reasonable price, about 300 gigawatt
additional solar power capacity would be cre-
ated. “A large variety of solar products are being
manufactured in India but the general public is
not aware about all these products. If awareness
is created in this direction, the solar energy mar-
ket will get a huge boost,” Verma said.

Fifty-five solar companies displayed their
products in the expo and most of them gener-

ated good business. “As per the information
available, deals to the tune of nearly Rs 50 crore
have been sealed at the exhibition and there is
a possibility of another Rs 100-crore business
deals in time to come as a result of interaction
of business visitors with exhibitors. Around 5,000
people visited the expo this time. The exhibitors’
feedback was also satisfactory, though few
shortcomings have been pointed out by the
exhibitors and visitors. They will be taken into
consideration next year,” he added.

‘Companies should focus 
on small solar power units’

Lucknow (PNS): Swine flu
claimed another life in Lucknow
on Monday night. The death
was reported from King
George’s Medical University.
According to doctors, 53-year-
old Ram Lal of Prayagraj was on
ventilator. With the increase in
cases of swine flu, doctors’
advice for people is to take pre-
cautions for prevention from
H1N1 infection. The doctors
said it was important to wash
hands frequently and not visit a
crowded area.

Swine flu

claims one

more life
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Aclass X student was killed in a road
mishap on Tuesday night after

which locals thrashed the errant driver.
The victim, identified as Vivek Kumar of
Dudauli village in Madiaon, had gone to
the market area along with his friends.
Around 8 pm, a speeding tractor trolley
hit Vivek, leaving hum critically injured.
He was rushed to KGMU Trauma Centre
where he was declared brought dead.
Irked over the incident, locals thronged
the place and chased the driver. After
catching hold of him, they gave him a
sound thrashing. They also said that
police allowed heavy vehicles to pass via
the road. They created a ruckus after
which police rushed to the spot to bring
the situation under control.

Meanwhile, a group of men attacked
a family during a verbal spat over cattle
grazing in Madiaon on Tuesday. Reports
said Ajeet Kumar Rawat of Baurumau
village in Madiaon went to Gulshan

Yadav’s house to complain about the crop
losses he suffered after Yadav’s cattle
strayed into his fields. A brawl erupted
over the issue during which Gulshan and
his family attacked Ajeet and his kin.
There were reports that Gulshan opened
fire on Ajeet also. Police are investigat-
ing into the allegations.

WOMAN’S PURSE SNATCHED
Two motorcycle-borne miscreants

snatched the purse, containing Rs
10,000 in cash and jewellery worth Rs
10,000, of a woman travelling in an
autorickshaw on Jail Road under
Ashiyana police station on Tuesday
afternoon. The victim, identified as
Sadhna Singh, is a resident of Ashiyana.
She was going to the airport to board
a flight to Mumbai. “Around 3 pm, two
two-bike borne miscreants came close
to the auto-rickshaw and snatched my
purse,” she said. Ashiyana SHO Brijesh
Singh said the cops were scanning the
CCTV footages to trace the miscreants.

Residents protest after class X

student killed in road mishap
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The Lucknow Electricity
Supply Administration has

floated tenders for the 33/11 KV
gas-insulated sub-station which
will come up in Aminabad. It
will be the first gas-insulated sub
station in Lucknow. LESA chief
engineer (cis-Gomti) Madhukar
Verma said the work would start
within 15 days.

“The civil work of this sub
station has been completed and
the tenders floated for mechan-
ical and electrical works. The
tendering process was an open
one and now, we are waiting for
the participating companies,” he
said. The chief engineer point-
ed out that the advantage of a
gas-insulated chamber was that
it could be constructed in a
small space unlike the air-insu-
lated one which requires much
more space. Asked whether the
gas-insulated chambers gave a
better performance as far as the
distribution of electricity was

concerned, he said it was not the
case. “Performance wise, it is the
same in both the cases,” he
added. Meanwhile, Verma said
the newly-inaugurated Vidyut
Upbhokta Kendra was getting a
good response from consumers.
The centre helps those willing
to register for new connec-
tions, want a bill revision and
other facilities.

Verma said the centre pro-
vided transparency as con-
sumers could get their work
done without any hassles. “Also,
if people have applied for a new
connection, the officials have to
provide them connections or
else mention the reason in writ-
ing,” he pointed out.

PRODUCTIVITY WEEK
National Productivity Week

concluded at National Bureau of
Fish Genetic Resources with an
exhibition of handicrafts pre-
pared by women of self-help
groups using ecofriendly,
biodegradable material under
Livelihood Mission of the
Central government. The exhi-
bition was inaugurated by
NBFGR director Kuldeep K Lal.
Jute bags, boarding pass and
samosa bags sold like  hot cakes
at the exhibition. The pro-
gramme was attended by former
block pramukh Kiran Yadav
who runs a village-level incuba-
tor to promote self-help groups
of women from marginal urban
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Central Drug Research
Institute will host the

international conference
‘Current Trends in Drug
Discovery Research’ from
February 20 to 23 on its
Jankipuram campus.  This
signature conference of the
institute will put forth recent
advances in research in major
human disease areas and
address new approaches to
therapy. Important outcomes
from medicinal and natural
product chemistry that impact
new drug discovery will also
be discussed. 

Organising secretary
Sanjay Batra and co-organis-
ing secretary Saman Habib
said that cutting-edge
advances in disease biology
and therapy for a range of dis-
ease areas from infections to
lifestyle disorders would be
covered in CTDDR-2019.
Distinguished researchers
from 12 countries will present
their work at the conference
while and young scientists

and PhD students from India
and abroad will highlight their
work in selected flash talks and
poster sessions. The confer-
ence will have 450 delegates
and more than 200 research
posters will be displayed in
addition to invited lectures
and flash talks. 

Daniel E Goldberg from
Washington University, St
Louis (USA), will deliver the
inaugural talk on Wednesday
on therapeutic approaches tar-
geting malaria plasmepsins.
Plasmepsins are a class of at
least 10 enzymes produced by
the Plasmodium falciparum
parasite. This will be followed
by a special session on
‘Concept to Point-of-Care’
with speakers from the acad-
emia and pharmaceutical
industry. Other sessions in
the next three days will
address the multidimensional
complexity of drug discovery
by bringing together diverse
research areas with a view to
producing timely, innovative
and efficacious solutions to
problems of human health.

CITYBRIEFS

CDRI to host 4-day
int’l conference

The four-day Ikshu Fest and international conference ‘SUGARCON-2019’ on Green Technologies for Sustainable Development of Sugar and Integrated Industries, being
organised at Indian Institute Sugarcane Research (IISR), concluded on Tuesday. Minister of Agriculture, Agriculture Education and Agriculture Research Surya Pratap
Shahi said he expected sugar production to best the record of 12 million tonnes of sugar production during the 2017-18 crushing season. He gave away certificates to the
winners of several competitions. Pioneer

LESA floats tenders

for gas-insulated

33/11 KV sub-station

Maghi Purnima: Over 1.25 crore devotees take holy dip 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n ALLAHABAD

Over 1.25 crore devotees took a
holy dip at Sangam, confluence

of Yamuna, Ganga and mythical
Saraswati, on Tuesday to mark the
fifth official bathing of Maghi
Purnima. The devotees took dip at
more than 40 bathing ghats set up
within a range of eight kilometre in
Sangam area. The mela administra-
tion had made extensive arrange-
ments for this last major bathing of
this Magh month. According to
information received from the mela
administration, more than 1.25 crore
pilgrims left their destination after
taking a holy dip in Sangam. 

Mela Adhikari informed
newspersons here that from the
Makar Sankranti snan to Maghi
Purnima during Kumbh a total of 20
million 54 lakh devotees had bathed
in Sangam. Maghi Purnima’s snan is
considered to be very important for
the kalpvasis. Today they complete
their resolution of kalpvas by taking
a dip in Sangam with rituals. Bright
sun shine welcomed the devotees at
Sangam. The crowd of devotees
kept pouring in the Kumbh nagri for
taking a dip. The devotees visited
Arail Ghat, Sangam Nose, Qila Ghat,
Saraswati Ghat, Nagavasuki Ghat,
Shastri Bridge and other ghats. The
top brass also monitored the crowd

and instructed their subordinates to
do so in a proper manner and
deploy police force at ghats.
Homeguards and volunteers contin-
ued to cooperate with the devotees
and pilgrims right from the bathing
ghats, including entry points and
other major crossings of the city.
Barricading had been done at each
and every ghat. Besides warning
boards had been installed for the pil-
grims.  Apart from holy dip, dona-
tions, charities etc were the main fea-
tures of the day.

Devotees not only from the
state but neighbouring states like
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and
Jharkhand and others arrived in
Sangam city braving the chilly
weather conditions. It is believed that
all wishes come true on this pious
day.      On the other hand priests said
that Maghi Purnima marked the
ending of a month-long austerity
period which was observed during
Magha month. During the entire
month kalpvasis stayed on the bank
and took bath early in the morning
to earn ‘punya’. The daily bathing
starts from Paush Purnima and
ends on Magha Purnima. 

It was believed that the holy dip
on the auspicious day of Maghi
Purnima liberated the soul from the
cycle of birth and death, he added.
Maghi Purnima happens to be the

day when the kalpavais leave their
mela camps after a month-long stay
there and their family members
reach the Sangam area with hun-
dreds of tractors, jeeps and other
vehicles to take them back.     

However, the mela administra-
tion claimed that over 70 lakh had
already taken dip in the Sangam,
including Sunday and Monday. 

Mela authorities also claimed
that other facilities in terms of med-

ical and health, transportation, san-
itation, bathing ghats, security, fire
services, ration distribution, lost
and found, potable water, pollution
control, milk supply and other civic
amenities had been upgraded.

Extensive arrangements were
also made by the authorities to
transport the devotees to the bathing
ghats. The devotees were constant-
ly being provided information
regarding the time schedule of the
bus and trains after their bathing in
Sangam to reach their respective des-
tinations. 

Till late in th evening the devo-
tees kept pouring in the Sangam.
Constant monitoring was also being
done by the Jal Police. Besides,
there were also  a huge crowd at the
Bade Hanuman temple located at
Bandhwa. Along with the army
men the paramilitary personnel
were also present at the ghats to
monitor the situation. The Maghi
Purnima Snan passed off peaceful-
ly. However massive traffic jams were
witnessed in different areas besides
the Mela surroundings here on
Tuesday. 

After Maghi Purnima bathing
the devotees started returning home
in thousands of vehicles right from
fore-noon hours. On seeing a heavy
rush of devotees and their vehicles
from Shastri Bridge-Alopibagh to
Bairahna side, traffic, including the
tempos, had to be diverted towards
Allahpur. The police could clear the
roads only in the evening hours
when more than half of the kalpava-
sis had left the city streets.  

communities for creating
reusable and sustainable
products. A quiz competition
on circular economy and
productivity was also organ-
ised for the staff.

FOUNDATION DAY

The 77th Foundation
Day of Oriental Bank of
Commerce was celebrated in
the circle office in Lucknow
and the in the subordinate
branches on Tuesday. Circle
head Sudhanshu Shekhar Das
addressed the customer con-
ference and also held a meet-
ing with retired employees of
the bank, along with the
bank staff and regular and
important customers. On the
occasion, a blood donation
camp was organised by the
bank with the cooperation of
Shyama Prasad Mukherji
(Civil) Hospital. As many as
80 persons donated blood at
the camp.

DEDICATION DAY
On the Occasion of 50th

Dedication Day of
Vivekananda Polyclinic and
Institute of Medical Sciences,
the institute observed the
inauguration of its year-long
golden jubilee celebrations.
Free OPD and OT services
were provided to the patients
after which a cleanliness cam-
paign was organised. The
institute organised its 32nd
Annual Continued Medical
Education (CME) in the
Seminar Hall. It was attend-
ed by more than 100 distin-
guished doctors and PG stu-
dents. The chief guest on the

occasion was RMLIMS direc-
tor Dr Deepak Malavya, who
discussed the work done by
the institute for the uplift of
the downtrodden. A book
written by psychiatrist and
senior consultant of the hos-
pital, Dr Narottam Lal, was
also released on the occasion.

WORKSHOP
A one-day workshop was

organised by CEE for teach-
ers of flood-affected schools
from Kaiserganj block of
Bahraich. With the support
from State Council of
Educational Research and
Training (SCERT-UP) and
Education department office,
CEE has selected schools
located in flood-affected
areas. A training module has
been developed for teachers
to help prepare children and
community for disaster risk
reduction. A total of  59
teachers attended training
from different villages of the
block. Senior programme
director at CEE North office
Preeti R Kannaujia briefed the
teachers about the initiative.
She said the project was
aimed at raising awareness
and building capacity of
schools and community of
two flood-affected blocks of
Bahraich towards disaster
risk reduction. CEE will be
working with more than 100
schools and over 60 villages
of the two blocks in flood-
affected Bahraich. Project
coordinator  Neeraj Pal con-
ducted sessions from the
training module. 

WARM WELCOME
Founder of City

Montessori School Jagdish
Gandhi was accorded a warm
welcome at Amausi airport by
teachers and staff on his
return from Cairo (Egypt).
He was on a visit to Egypt to
attend the 3rd International
African Constitutional
Conference of African
Constitutional Courts,
Councils and Supreme
Courts as the special guest.

A high-level delegation of Ghana, led by Royal Prince of Ghana Oheneba Yaw Otchere, along with  Ghana’s High Commissioner to India Oquaye Michaelaaron Yaw Nii
Nortey and member of the House of Lords (UK) Lord Kamlesh Kumar Patel, was on a two-day visit to Sahara Shaher in Lucknow to meet managing worker & chairman of
Sahara India Pariwar Subrata Roy Sahara.

Aligarh: Students of the Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) ended their six-day-old agi-
tation here to protest against the booking of 14
students under sedition charges, after a meet-
ing between varsity administration, district offi-
cials and leaders of the students’ union. The
dharna ended midnight on Monday after the agi-
tating students were assured by the district
authorities that no vindictive action would be
taken against any student in the meeting that
took place at the residence of AMU Vice
Chancellor Tariq Mansoor.

Fourteen AMU students, including their
union chief, were booked under sedition charges
after violence broke out between two student
groups on the campus on February 12 over
reports of a planned visit by AIMIM lawmak-
er Asaduddin Owaisi. The protest intensified on
Monday after the arrest of a student from the
university campus on Sunday night. AMU
spokesman Professor Shafey Kidwai said, “The
protesting students have agreed to end their
dharna after the district authorities gave an
assurance that no vindictive action will be taken
against any student and justice will be meted out
after carefully scrutinising all allegations as per
the law.” Kidwai said that the campus atmosphere
was expected to “rapidly normalise”.

District Magistrate Chandra Bhushan Singh
told reporters, “We have given an assurance that
no innocent student would be harassed. Further
action including arrest of those named in the
FIRs would only be taken after a thorough
inquiry.” Leaders of the AMU students union,
while addressing the protestors on Monday after-
noon gave a call for a ‘jail bharo andolan’ urg-
ing the students to court arrest in protest against
the manner in which AMU students had been
unfairly booked under stringent sections includ-
ing sedition. President of AMU students union

Salman Imtiaz told reporters, “We have written
to the President, who is also the university’s
Visitor asking him to intervene in this grave cri-
sis.” “We are anguished over the fact that where-
as fourteen of our students were charged with
sedition our FIRs were not even registered,” he
added. The AMU Vice-Chancellor welcomed the
students’ decision to call off the agitation and
urged them to restore the peaceful atmosphere
on the campus as the country was passing
through a “difficult phase” following the threat
to its national security which “stems from the
despicable terrorist attack in Pulwama   ”.

In an open letter to the student communi-
ty and their parents, Mansoor wrote, “The AMU
has always stood with the nation in its darkest
hours and we will continue to do so... Students
should display exemplary behavior at this crit-
ical juncture.” “Let us be ready to pay our debt
to the nation in blood,” he said in the letter, being
sent to every hostel room in the university and
the parents of all students.

Students end agitation after

assurance from AMU officials

Rare snake

species sighted

in Dudhwa

Lakhimpur Kheri: A rare
Indian snake species - Red
Coral Kukri- has been sighted
in the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve
(DTR) here after a gap of 82
years, park officials said
Tuesday. The snake was sight-
ed on Monday night. The rep-
tile was f irst sighted in
Dudhwa in 1936 and even its
zoological name ‘oligodon
Kheriensis’ finds its roots in its
Kheri-specific location.

“It is after almost 82 years
that this species has been redis-
covered in Dudhwa forests,”
said Field Director, DTR,
Ramesh Kumar Pandey.
Pandey told PTI that “on
Monday night, a team was
patrolling in south Sonaripur
range forests when about a one
metre long snake clinging to
railway track near Sonaripur
Railway Station was sighted.”

“Its bright orange colour
attracted the attention of the
team as this type of snake was
never before sighted here,” he
said, adding, “Out of curiosi-
ty, he photographed the snake
and recorded it.” Pandey said
during a study it was found to
be Red Coral Kukri snake.
During his stint at
Katarniaghat Wildlife
Sanctuary in 2004, Pandey
had rediscovered another
snake species known as
Branded Krait. 
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PTI n NEW DELHI

Israel has offered uncondi-
tional help to India in

defending itself, especially
against terrorism, asserting
that “there is no limit” to its
assistance, an assurance which
assumes significance amid
demands that the Government
should consider Israeli-type
retaliation to terror strikes.

The comments by newly-
appointed Israeli envoy Dr
Ron Malka came in response to
a question on up to what extent
Jerusalem will go to help India
which has been a victim of ter-
rorism. 

Last Thursday, in one of
the deadliest attacks in Jammu
and Kashmir, Pakistan-based
terror outfit JeM killed 40
CRPF personnel after which
there have been growing
demands that the government
should explore Israeli-type anti-
terror operations. Israeli mili-
tary is known for its precise and
quick strikes.

“Whatever India needs to
defend itself there is no limit.
We are here to help our close
friend India to defend itself
specially against terrorism
because terrorism is the prob-
lem of the world and not only
of India and Israel,” Malka
told PTI in an interview early

last week. 
Emphasising that the world

should fight terrorism and
eliminate it by collaborating, he
said, “So, we help India, share
our knowledge, share our tech-
nique because we really want to
help our really important
friend.”  

The 52-year old Malka,
who was in Israeli military
service from where he retired
with the rank of Full Colonel,
said Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu told him that India
was a very “important partner,
very important friend and he
wants to collaborate to enhance
ties and deepen them... To
share our knowledge.”

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday expressed concern

over thousands of illegal
migrants being kept in detention
centres for years in Assam with-
out being repatriated or deport-
ed to their countries of origin.

“Don’t you think some
explanation is called from State
Government as to why these
people are detained for such a
long period? Many of them
have been detained for last 9-
10 years. What is the justifica-
tion,” a bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi asked
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta.

Mehta, who was appearing
for the Assam Government,
said there was a need for evolv-
ing a mechanism for repatriat-
ing them and it should be
done expeditiously.

The Solicitor General
explained the nitty gritty
involved in dealing with the ille-
gal migrants whose verification
were done to determine their
nationality before deporting
them from the detention centres.

However, the bench, also
comprising justices L
Nageswara Rao and Sanjiv
Khanna, raised several issues
connected with the detention
centre and said that the
detainees cannot be held for
indefinite period. 

“For all these years, the liv-
ing condition at the detention
centre are far from satisfacto-
ry. People are detained for the
last 10 years. You are unable to
repatriate them,” the bench
said adding that “condition in
the detention centre are sub-
human and it is pathetic.”   

The bench, which agreed
to the request of the solicitor
general to give him two weeks’
time to address the concerns
raised by it, posted the matter
for March 13.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday granted protec-

tion from arrest in all cases reg-
istered against former IPS offi-
cer Bharati Ghosh, who had
recently joined the BJP.

A bench headed by Justice
AK Sikri said no coercive
action should be taken against
her and posted the matter for
further hearing after three
weeks.

Ghosh, once considered
close to Mamata Banerjee, had
moved the apex court seeking
protection from arrest, saying
the West Bengal government
has registered 10 FIRs against
her.

She said that apex court
had already granted protection
from arrest in seven cases but
the state has registered three
more FIRs against her.

The West Bengal govern-
ment opposed the plea of
Ghosh and said there are clear
evidences against her and sub-
mitted a transcript of a pur-
ported conversation between
Ghosh and her personal secu-
rity officer.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it will hear

afresh the Centre’s review plea
against its verdict along with the
new petitions filed against the
amendments to the SC/ST Act as
the old bench has now changed.

The top court listed all the
matters on March 26 and said
it will hear them continuously
for three days.

The Centre has filed the
review petition against the  last
year’s March 20 verdict by
which the top court, taking
note of rampant misuse of the
stringent SC/ST Act against
government servants and pri-
vate individuals, had diluted
the arrest provisions.

A bench of Justices UU
Lalit and Indu Malhotra said
that since the old bench which
comprised Justice (retd) Adarsh
Goel has changed, all the mat-
ters will now be heard afresh.

“The old bench comprising
Justice Goel, which heard the
Centre’s review petition for
quite some time has changed
due to the retirement, it would
be appropriate if all the peti-
tions are heard de novo
(afresh). List the matter on
March 26,” the bench said.

It clarified that the hearing
will continue for three consec-
utive days and if need arises
then it can be taken over for
one or two days more.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n

NEW DELHI

Giving up the restraint it
showed so far, the

Congress on Tuesday attacked
the Government over the
Pulwama terror attack, alleging
“huge security lapses” and ask-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to “walk the talk”. The
Congress in the last few days
had avoided directly attacking
the Government after party
chief Rahul Gandhi said that
his party is not going to have
any conversation over the next
couple of days other than the
fact that “our most beloved
people have been killed, their
families need us, and we are
going to stand with them”. 

Congress spokesperson
Abhishek Manu Singhvi said
Modi in his run up to the cam-
paign in 2014 made highly
provocative statements includ-
ing resignation calls for then PM
(Manmohan Singh) at smallest
incident. “We do not do so post
Uri, post Parliament attack,
post Pulwama. But huge secu-
rity lapses have to be plugged for
no recurrence,” he said.

The party also questioned
“huge security lapses” including
the “ridiculous idea” of moving
2,500 jawans in 78 vehicles at
one go, allowing any civilian
vehicle on road simultaneous-
ly, ignoring direct written intel-
ligence reports on Jaish suicide
attack since December 2018.

Another senior Congress
leader Kapil Sibal also hit out
at the government over the
Pulwama terror attack on
Tuesday. “Modi ji you say: It’s
over, the time to talk. You may
be right, but: It’s time to walk
the talk,” he said in a tweet.

Senior Congress leader
Ahmed Patel termed Saudi
Arabia signing a slew of invest-
ment agreements worth USD 20
billion with Pakistan as “unfor-
tunate” and said he expected
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to convey the nation’s senti-
ments to the crown prince of that
country during bilateral talks.

“As Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman arrives
in Delhi, his decision to reward
Pakistan by giving them a USD
20 billion package, 96 hours
after our jawans were martyred
is most unfortunate. I expect the
Prime Minister to convey the
nation’s sentiments to the Saudi
Arabian delegation,” he added.

Meanwhile, senior
Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh urged his party colleague
Navjot Singh Sidhu, engulfed in
a political row over remarks fol-
lowing the Pulwama attack, to
convince his “friend” and
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan to act against terrorists.

Singh’s tongue-in-cheek
remarks come amid the con-
troversy over Sidhu’s comments
asking whether an entire nation
could be blamed “for a handful
of people”. “I know Modi ‘bhak-

ts’ are going to troll me for this
but I don’t care. Imran Khan a
cricketer who I admire, can’t
take on these Muslim funda-
mentalists and ISI sponsored
terrorist groups, I can’t believe,”
Singh said in a series of tweets.

He also asked the Pakistan
Prime Minister to show “guts”
and hand over Hafiz Saeed and
Masood Azhar to India,
terming them as “self-con-
fessed perpetrators of terror”.
Khan would not only bail
Pakistan out of the financial
crisis, but also be the front run-
ner for Nobel Peace Prize for
doing so, he said.

“Navjot Singh Sidhu ji apne
dost Imran bhai ko samjhaiye.
Uskii vajah se aap ko gali padh
rahi hai (Convince your friend
Imran. You (Sidhu) are getting
abused because of him),” the
former Madhya Pradesh chief
minister said.

Singh also called for stop-
ping “unnecessary persecution”
of innocent Kashmiri students
and traders across the country.
“Do we want Kashmir with the
Kashmiris or without
Kashmiris? We as a nation
have to make a choice,” he said.

“We are all to be blamed.
Can’t we for sometime sweep
our political differences under
the carpet and come together
to bring back the communal
harmony and Kashmiri
Muslim and Kashmiri Hindu
brotherhood...Which was the
hallmark of J&K?” Singh said.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Aturbaned Sikh, barred
from participating in a

sporting event without a helmet
or protective gear, cannot claim
discrimination or interference
with his religious rights, the
Supreme Court said on
Tuesday.

The top court refused to
interfere with the alleged dis-
qualification of a Delhi-based
50-year-old Sikh cycling enthu-
siast from a long-distance
cycling event for refusing to
wear a helmet.

A bench of Justices SA
Bobde, SK Kaul and Deepak
Gupta also took strong excep-
tion to the submission of peti-
tioner Jagdeep Singh Puri that
if Army can allow a Sikh to
wear a turban on the line of
duty, how can the organisers of
a sporting event object.

Senior advocate RS Suri,
appearing for Puri who is a
graphic designer, said that if a
Sikh can be allowed to wear a tur-
ban in the Indian Armed Forces
then why can’t he be allowed to
wear it in a sporting event.

PTI n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday decided not to

pass any order directing per-
sonal presence of West Bengal
Chief Secretary, DGP and for-
mer Kolkata Police
Commissioner before it in con-
nection with the Saradha chit
fund scam in which they have
been issued a contempt notice.

“We are not passing any
order. We will take up this mat-
ter tomorrow,” said a bench
comprising Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justices LN
Rao and Sanjiv Khanna.

According to the February
5 order, the matter was listed on
whether Chief Secretary Malay
Kumar De, DGP Virendra
Kumar and Rajeev Kumar, for-
mer Kolkata Police
Commissioner would be
ordered to appear personally
before the court on February 20
after the perusal of their affi-
davits filed yesterday.

Kumar was on Monday
shifted as Additional Director
General of Police (ADG) and
Inspector General of Police
(IGP), Criminal Investigation

Department (CID), West
Bengal.

The apex court on
February 5 had issued con-
tempt notice to the trio on CBI
allegations that they obstruct-
ed the agency and there was
tampering with the electronic
evidence in the cases arising
out of the Saradha chit fund
scam.

The top court had said that
after perusing their affidavits,
a decision would be taken
whether their personal appear-
ance would be required or not
and if needed, the Secretary
General, apex court would
inform them.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Afour-day Agricultural
Science Congress will com-

mence on Wednesday with an
aim to deliberate on doubling
farmers’ income by 2022 with
a spotlight on transformation
through farm innovation.  

Agriculture Minister
Radha Mohan Singh will inau-
gurate the event being organ-
ised by the National Academy
of Agricultural Science (NASS),
Indian Council of Agriculture
Research(ICAR) and Indian
Agricultural Research Institute
(IARI) at Pusa complex. 

“The theme of the Congress
is ‘Innovations for Agricultural
Transformation’ which is high-
ly topical at the juncture when
the government is making all
efforts to lessen the agrarian cri-
sis and improve welfare of farm-
ers through enhancing income,”
NASS President Panjab Singh
told reporters.

The Congress provides a
single platform for agri-scien-
tific community to discuss the
problems and plan out a new
strategy at a time when the
prime minister has given a tar-
get of doubling farmers’ income
by 2022, said ICAR Director
General Trilochan Mohapatra.

The Congress, organised
once every two years, will
showcase agriculture not only
as the main source of employ-
ment and livelihood security
for nearly 50 per cent of the
country’s population, but also
as a business opportunity, ser-
vice provider, industry and
ecosystem protector.

Reflecting on the journey
from green revolution to gene
revolution, the Congress will
underpin the need for innovation
to drive congruent acceleration
of productivity, profitablility, sus-
tainability and inclusivity.
Director of IARI A K Singh said
that there will showcase of tech-
nolongies being used in the areas
of crops, animal husbandry, fish-
eries and horticulture.

About 2,000 delegates from
17 countries are expected to
attend the event that will end on
February 23. There will be 10
thematic areas, 32 technical
sessions which will cover the
cutting edge area of science and
technology such as genomics,
genomic selection, genome edit-
ing, speed breeding, protected
cultivation, vertical farming,
drones, remote sensing and
post harvest management crops.
A convention hall will also be
unveiled on the occasion.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh on

Wednesday launched emer-
gency helpline number 112
for women security and imme-
diate assistance to anyone in
distress in 16 states. The 112
helpline is an integration of
police (100), fire (101) and
women (1090) helpline num-
bers. The health helpline (108)
will be integrated with it soon.

Launching the ‘112’
helpline, under the Emergency
Response Support System
(ERSS), Home Minister
Rajnath Singh said the central
government is committed to
the safety of citizens, particu-
larly women, for whom laws
were changed to ensure the
guilty is punished in a time-
bound manner. “The helpline
number ‘112’ will be activated
across the country by next
year and anyone in distress can
reach the helpline by pressing
a single key of phones which
will be pre-programmed,” he
said.

The 16 states and Union
Teritories are Andhra Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Telangana,
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat,
Puducherry, Lakshadweep,
Andaman, Dadar and Nagar

Haveli, Daman and Diu,
Jammu and Kashmir.

The ‘112’ helpline has
already been launched in
Himachal Pradesh and
Nagaland.

To access emergency ser-
vices, a person can dial ‘112’ on
a phone or press the power but-
ton of a smart phone three
times quickly to send a panic
call to the Emergency Response
Centre. In case of a normal
phone, a long press of the ‘5’ or
‘9’ key will activate the panic
call. People can also log onto
the ERSS website for the
respective state and send an
emergency email or SOS alert
to state ERC. They can use 

‘112’ India mobile app,
which is available free on
Google Play Store and Apple
Store. The single number for
emergency services is similar to
‘911’ in the United States.

The Home Minister said
safe city implementation mon-
itoring portal will instill a sense
of security in women in metro
cities. “The Government has
identified eight cities for imple-
mentation of safe city projects
in first phase at a cost of Rs
2,919 crore. The cities are
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Lucknow and
Mumbai. The projects are
funded under Nirbhaya Fund
scheme,” he said.

RAKESH K SINGH n NEW DELHI

Preliminary probe into the
Pulwama attack has

revealed that there was virtu-
ally no movement of civilian
vehicles in the vicinity two and
a half hours before the suicide
bomber hit the CRPF convoy
killing at least 40 paramilitary
personnel on February 14.  

The alarming finding is
being probed by the agencies to
ascertain if the locals were aware
about the impending attack.
The probe assumes significance
as it will help in ascertaining the
level of local support for the
Jaish-e-Mohammad squad that
executed the deadliest terror
strike in the Valley in the last
three decades, sources said. 

Meanwhile, the NIA has
called many witnesses for ques-
tioning including three persons
whose call detail records sug-
gest several calls were made to
some unknown numbers in the
run up to the terror strike. 

While the impact of the
blast was such that one of the
buses of the CRPF convoy was
turned into a lump of mangled
remains even as other buses
also bore the brunt, not a sin-
gle civilian vehicle came under
its impact. According to the
policy then prevalent, civilian
vehicles were allowed to ply
during movement of paramil-
itary convoys. 

“The role of the locals in

logistical support to the JeM
module is being probed even as
the chemical analysis of the
explosives used in the blast is
awaited,” an official privy to the
probe said. 

While the NIA suspects the
explosive used in the suicide
bombing to be ammonium
nitrate as foul smell was emit-
ted after explosion, the distinct
feature is missing in case of
RDX. However, the Jammu
and Kashmir police estimates
suggest the chemical used in
the fidayeen attack to be RDX. 

The inputs for the retalia-
tory strike by the security
forces on Monday in which
three JeM commanders were
liquidated came from the
sources in the Hizbul
Mujahideen, also a terror group
but is ostensibly sidelined off
late by their masters in the
Pakistan army and the ISI,
sources said.  

On Monday, the security
forces killed three Jaish teror-
rists, including outfit’s com-
mander Kamran who was a key
aide of the main conspirator of
the Pulwama suicide car bomb-
ing on the CRPF, Abdul Rashid
Ghazi. 

Kamran had infiltrated
Jammu and Kashmir in
December last year along with
Abdul Rashid Ghazi and
Mohammad Umer, a nephew
of JeM chief Maulana Masood
Azhar to avenge the killing of
Jaish commanders Usman and
Talha Rashid by the security
forces. Both  Usman and
Rashid were nephews of Azhar. 

Kamran, a Pakistani nation-
al, was the key Jaish comman-
der for the Pulwama conspira-
cy who was tasked with radi-
calisation of local youths and
their recruitment into JeM.
Kamran’s role was being probed
in the February 14 attack.

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n NEW
DELHI

Congress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi has

sought some more time from
the party to kick-start her
General elections campaign in
the crucial State of Uttar
Pradesh. While Priyanka has
asked the party workers to
start aggressively right from
booth level and then hit the
streets taking to the people the
ideology of the party and the
good works of the past
Congress regimes, she con-
veyed her availability for the
full-fledged campaign from
only the second week of March. 

AICC sources close to her
said that Priyanka, who entered
into active politics early this
month, is still trying to grasp
more of the Purvanchal equa-
tion so that she does not falter
in the the high voltage Lok
Sabha campaign. Priyanka is
incharge of the Eastern UP
which has 41 Lok Saha seats
including that of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Varanasi. 

“Before she goes full throt-
tle and makes UP her home
until the elections are held she
wants to do proper homework.
She has engaged party workers
and formed an intelligence

team to gather all information
pertaining to each Assembly
constituency of all the
Parliamentary seats under her
charge. She wants everything to
be on finger tips and for that
she needs time. Probably by
March second week she will
start her campaign,” sources
close to Priyanka said.  

In a meeting with party
workers on Monday she said
they should not expect a “mir-
acle” from her and the party’s
performance depends on its
booth-level organisation. She
asked the Congress workers to
strengthen the booth-level
organisation of the party.

Alongwith Priyanka,
Jyotiraditya Scindia was also
appointed AICC general sec-
retary incharge for UP west.
Both the leaders have held a
series of discussions with party
workers both in Lucknow and
Delhi as the party is trying to
revive itself in the state where
it faces a challenge from the
BJP as well as an alliance of
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan
Samaj Party. 

Both the rivals from UP,
the BSP and the SP recently
formed an alliance leaving
Congress alone in its fight to
take on sitting the BJP which
currently has 68 MPs of the
total of 80 Lok Sabha seats.

PNS n NEW DELHI

As the Bills could not pass in
Rajya Sabha due to stiff

opposition, Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved ordinances to
prevent instant Triple Talaq,
amendments proposed in the
Indian Medical Council,
Companies Act. The Cabinet
meeting also approved increase
in the Dearness Allowance by 3
per cent effective from January
1, 2019, a move which will ben-
efit 1.1 crore central government
employees and pensioners.

The Triple Talaq bill which
seeks to make the practise of
talaq-e-biddat void, is pending
in Rajya Sabha. The bill will
lapse on June 3 with the disso-
lution of the present Lok Sabha.
The Cabinet has given its nod
to the Triple Talaq Ordinance,
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
said. Once signed by President
Ram Nath Kovind, the triple
talaq ordinance will come into
force for the third time in less
than one year.

The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs (CCEA)
has approved the revision of
norms under Mid-Day Meal
Scheme with an outlay of
`12,054 Crore for 2019-20 in
addition to the subsidy of about
`8,000 crore borne by
Department of Food & Public
Distribution, said the statement
issued by the Government.

No movement of civilian

vehicles, says inquiry

POST-PULWAMA ATTACK

Huge security lapses,

Cong blames Govt

T
he CRPF’s Srinagar-based helpline ‘Madadgaar’ has helped 250
students studying and working in various cities across the country to

safely reach their homes in the Kashmir Valley after they panicked in the
wake of Pulwama terror attack. The students largely hail from towns in
south Kashmir and were brought home by CRPF personnel after they
gathered in Jammu on Monday night. More than 250 Kashmiri students
from Dehradun, Chandigarh, Delhi and others places who had reached
Jammu on Monday, were provided food and then transported to Kashmir,
the helpline posted on its Twitter handle. The helpline has received 60-70
calls since the February 14 Pulwama terror attack. The Kashmiri students
dialed the helpline to seek help following concerns of their safety.

CRPF’S MADADGAR HELPLINE LENDS SUPPORT

TO 250 J&K STUDENTS STUYING OUTSIDE

New Israeli envoy
offers unconditional
support to India

Priyanka Gandhi seeks
more time to initiate
LS election campaign

PNS n NEW DELHI

Ahead of 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, the Union Cabinet

on Tuesday approved a project
Rapid Rail Transit System
(RRTS) connecting Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut covering a
distance of 82.15 kms.  The
project will cost `30, 274 crore.
The rapid rail will have a
design speed of 180 kmph and
will operate at 160 kmph. It is
expected to cater to nearly 7.4
lakh daily commuters as per
the detailed project report.
The rapid train will cover the
distance in 55 minutes from
Meerut to Delhi.  Presently,
traveler takes 2 to 3 hours to
complete the distance between
Delhi and Meerut.

Addressing after the cabi-
net meeting, Union Minister
Arun Jaitley said that the cen-
tral assistance to this project in
the form of grant and sub
ordinate debt will be Rs 5634
crore.  “The implementation of

this project will provide addi-
tional public transport infra-
structure to the National
Capital Region to address the
issue of congestion, air pollu-
tion, catalyse balanced and
sustainable regional develop-
ment,” 

As per proposal, there will
be 24 stations between Delhi
and Meerut. Of the total length
of 82.15 kms, 68.03 kms will be
elevated while 14.12 kms will
be underground. The RRTS
station can accommodate 12-
coach trains with superior
amenities is all set to change the
way India travels on rails.

The Sarai Kale Khan sta-
tion, the starting point of the
Delhi-Meerut corridor will be
a transit hub, with an existing
inter-state bus terminal, the
Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway
Station, and the upcoming
Delhi Metro station, on the
Pink Line, which you can read
about here.

The trains will have the
facilities of universal access,
which means differently-abled
people won’t have an issue
embarking or disembarking.
The stations will have platform
screen doors, and trains will be
loaded with safety features for
safety and stability at high
speeds.

Union Cabinet

approves 82 km

long RRTS project

Rajnath launches emergency
helpline number 112 for
women security in 16 States

Triple Talaq
Ordinace
renewed

Without helmet
turbaned-Sikh
cannot participate
in sports: SC

Chit fund: Contempt case
against WB Chief Secy, DGP,
ex-Kolkata PC today in SC

SC expresses concern

over long detention of

illegal migrants in jails

SC grants
protection from
arrest in all
cases to Ghosh

4-day Agricultural Science
Congress kickstarts today

The project worth

`30,000 cr will

connect Delhi, Gzb

& Meerut and will

cover distance 

in 55 minutes

WILL HEAR FRESH

PLEA AGAINST

AMMENDMENTS

IN SC/ST ACT: SC

The bench, which
agreed to the
request of the

solicitor general to
give him two weeks’
time to address the

concerns raised by it

According to the Feb
5 order, the matter

was listed on
whether Chief Secy,

DGP & former
Kolkata PC would be

ordered to appear
personally before the
court on February 20
after the perusal of

their affidavits 
filed yesterday
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ARCHANA JYOTI n NEW DELHI

In the last fifteen years (2003-
2018), India lost nearly

2,39,572 hectares of forest land
due to various developmental
activities such as mining, ther-
mal power plants, and dams
besides road construction.
Eight States — Punjab,
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Kerala,
Arunanchal Pradesh and
Rajasthan accounted for half of
the total green land diversion
of 1,60,878 hectares of forest
land during the period. In
other words, the annual rate of
diversion of forest land for
infrastructure projects has been
at 15,971.48 hectare per year.

During this period, the
Union Environment Ministry
cleared 14,692 proposals for
various developmental activi-
ties.

Punjab topped the forest
land diversion list, reporting
loss of 60,658 hectares of for-

est area followed by Madhya
Pradesh (23,726 ha) and
Uttarakhand (15,532 ha),
according to a report ‘Status of
forests in India,’ tabled in
Parliament recently.

Under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980, for-
est areas can be diverted by the
Union Environment Ministry
for non-forestry purposes like
mining. In lieu of the land,
money is collected by the
Government which is then
used by the authorities for
afforestation.

According to the report
prepared by a Parliamentary
Standing Committee, in the last
five years since 2013-2018, at
least 3,226 proposals related to
mining, thermal power plants
and dams among others saw
light of the day, resulting into
diversion of 70,920.61 hectares
of forest land for non-forestry
purposes under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980.

This is one-third of the

2,39, 572 hectares of forest
land that India overall lost to
various developmental activi-
ties in the last 15 years (2003-
2018), according to the official
data submitted in the
Parliament recently.

While a significant forest
land portion has been divert-
ed for non-forestry purpose,

the committee noted that an
insufficient budget allocation
to the National Afforestation
Programme (NAP) was ham-
pering achieving the annual
targeted area of afforestation
during the last few years,
which had already declined
gradually over the last four
years.

“There had been a decline
in progress in terms of area
covered under the NAP from
80583 hectare in the year
2013-14 to 35986 hectare in
the year 2015-16,” said the
panel. Replying to the obser-
vations of the Committee, the
Ministry informed the
Committee that in the 10th,

11th and 12th Plan period,
`1,205 crores, `2,000 crores
and `2,500 crores respective-
ly had been allocated under
the NAP scheme. However, the
overall outlays in the annual
plans were restricted each year
which led to less fund avail-
ability for afforestation. 

With the increase in wage
rate in the States and low
allocations, the target area for
afforestation has been steadi-
ly decreasing over the years,
noted the panel. 

As per approved outlay for
the 12th Plan, annual alloca-
tion for NAP should have
been of the tune of `500 crore
each year. However during
2012-13, the allocation in the
annual plan was `318.15
crores, which itself was less
than the proportionate annu-
al outlay and which was fur-
ther reduced to `218.15 crore
at the revised estimate (RE)
stage. Likewise during 2013-14
though the allocation was

`318.15 crore, it was reduced
to `257.62 crore. 

Similarly, in the year 2014-
15 also, the Budget was
reduced to `243.78 crore at
Revised Estimate (RE) stage. 

This had adversely affect-
ed not only the plantation
and maintenance activity of
that year but also the afforesta-
tion works carried out in the
previous years, which had led
to serious constraints in suc-
cessful implementation of the
scheme as the approved annu-
al work programme could not
be followed by the States. 

Moreover, with the change
in funding pattern from 100%
Centrally sponsored to sharing
pattern in 2015-16 as 60: 40
between Central vs State, and
decline in budget allocation
from `100 crore for 2015-16 to
a meagre `60 crore for 2016-
17, the targeted area of
afforestation annually has
already declined gradually
over the last 4 years. 

Only 35,986 hectares of
new areas could be sanctioned
during 2015-16 due to change
in the funding pattern and
budget constraints, noted the
panel. 

Further, due to budget
insufficiency ancillary activi-
ties like strengthening of Joint
Forestry Management
Committees, soil moisture
conservation, fencing, aware-
ness generation, monitoring
and evaluation, etc. could not
be supported properly which
adversely affected the very
purpose of this scheme such as
preservation of forests by par-
ticipatory approach. During
2017-18, afforestation over
39,847 hectares has been tar-
geted and Rs.80 crores has
been released. 

Further, as the scheme is
demand driven, several pro-
posals from some States could
not be approved due to want
of budget allocation in 2017-
18, said the panel.

Skewed development gobbles up 2,39,572 ha forest

PM: Be cautious
of negative forces

From Page 1
should be no discrimination on the basis of caste. Till caste dis-
crimination is there, people cannot connect with each other, social
harmony is not possible and equality cannot be ensured,” Modi
said.

“Identify those who in their self-interest, create caste dis-
crimination and promote it,” he urged, without taking any names.
The prominent saint from the Bhakti movement of the 15th and
the 16th centuries was born in Varanasi.  His hymns often
addressed caste issues. “He dreamt of a society where all are taken
care of. We have tried to follow this tenet during the past four
and a half years with ‘Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas’,” Modi said. “My
government focused on ‘panchdharma’ — education, income,
medicine, irrigation and addressing public grievances — irre-
spective of caste, creed and other factors,” he said. “Unfortunately,
caste discrimination has not been removed till now. The New
India will witness this change with the help of the youth,” he said.
Modi referred to attempts to fight back money and corruption
in property deals, and hit out against complacency.

“A ‘chalta hai’ mentality had crept in. My government tried
to change it,” he said. “Those who looted public money are being
brought to book and honest people are being honoured,” he said.
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath called Modi
“Kashiputra”, or a son of Varanasi. Hitting out at political rivals
for making farm loan waivers an issue before the polls, the prime
minister said Rs 7.5 lakh crore will reach the farmers’ accounts
directly over the next few years under his government’s schemes.
He said while emphasising on developing infrastructure, his gov-
ernment was also focusing on making life better for the poor,
the farmers and the middle class. At the Diesel Locomotives
Works here, Modi flagged off the first electric locomotive con-
verted from a diesel engine in the country.

Without naming any leaders, he criticised attempts to “mock”
the Vande Bharat Express over a technical snag. “Some persons
are targeting and mocking the semi-high speed train. This is
unfortunate. This is an insult to engineers and technicians
involved in the project.  People should remain alert against such
people who are insulting the engineers and the technicians, and
mocking the country,” he said. He asked the people not to get
demoralised by those “surrounded by negativity”. “I would like
to tell the engineers, the technicians and the workers of the
Chennai Rail Coach Factory that the entire country is proud of
them,” he said. 

From Page 1
He said, “The focus of the

security forces, including the
Jammu and Kashmir police,
was very clear on terrorism,
and militant recruitments had
decreased in the Kashmir
Valley in recent times, which
was a positive sign.”

Representatives from the
Jammu and Kashmir Police
and the CRPF were also present
at the Press conference. 

Responding to a question
whether any major security
lapse led to the Pulwama ter-
ror attack, Lt Gen JJS Dhillon,
15 Corps Commander, said,
“There are many inputs on
such matters we keep on receiv-
ing, which I will not discuss.
We are acting on it.”  

He added that recruitment
had come down in the recent
months, and that he would like
to congratulate the people of
the Valley on it. He said in the
recent months infiltration has
not taken place through the

Line of Control in Kashmir val-
ley but it is continuing through
other routes along the
International border and south
of Jammu. He said we have
reports that Pakistan is push-
ing infiltrators through Samba,
Hiranagar and Pathankot sec-
tors as well. 

SP Pani, IG, J&K Police,
also confirmed that recruit-
ments had come down signif-
icantly in the recent past, and
people of the Kashmir Valley
had played an important role in
curtailing youngsters from
diverting towards militancy.
“Top commanders are being
hunted down, conspirators are
being eliminated, I am sure
recruitment will gradually go
down,” he said.

On the kind of explosive
used in the Pulwama terror
attack and radicalisation of the
Kashmiri youth, Dhillon said,
“We have details on what kind
of explosive is being used. We
have details but we would not

like to divulge them.” 
He said radicalisation had

not helped anyone, and all the
stakeholders in Kashmir
needed to work collabora-
tively. The police chief also
said they had a credible lead
on where the explosives came
from, and were investing the
matter.

On the issue of a security
lapse, Zulfiqar Hasan, IG,
CRPF, said the ROP (road
opening party) was inspecting
the area through which the
CRPF convoy was passing.
“The ROP had fully secured the
NH, but now we are changing
the civilian traffic so the entire
area will be cleared before any
such movement.” 

Referring to a query of
media persons, IGP Kashmir
said they are fully focused on
JeM and in last year 58 JeM ter-
rorists were killed here while 12
terrorists out of 31 killed in this
year so far were affiliated with
JeM.

From Page 1
The proposal, when

moved, will be fourth such bid
at the UN in past ten years. In
2009 and 2016, India moved
the UN’s Sanctions Committee
1267 to ban Azhar, also the
mastermind of attack on the air
base in Pathankot in January,
2016.

India was joined by P3
countries --the US, the UK and
France-- in the 2016 proposal.

In 2017, these P3 countries
moved a similar proposal at the
United Nations. However,
China has always blocked the
proposal from being adopted
by the UN.

According to sources, this
time around also, France, a per-
manent member of the UN, is
expected to be joined by other
countries in the proposal.

“At the UN, France will
lead a proposal to put Masood
Azhar on the terrorist list... It
will happen in a couple of days,”
a senior French source told
PTI.

The French decision was
discussed between Philippe
Etienne, Diplomatic Advisor to
the French President and
National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval this morning, sources
added.

While expressing his sin-
cere condolences, the French
leader, who called Doval, also
emphasised that the two coun-
tries should coordinate their
diplomatic efforts. 

The proposal will be a
boost to New Delhi’s efforts to
designate Azhar as a global ter-
rorist at the UN.

After the Pulwama attack,

New Delhi reached out to the
international community,
most of which condemned the
terror strike, to highlight the
role of Pakistan in using ter-
rorism as an instrument of
state policy.

China expressed deep
“shock” over the Pulwama
attack carried out by a Jaish sui-
cide bomber, but did not give
an assurance to India that it will
back New Delhi’s appeal to list
its chief as a global terrorist.

Significantly, a day ahead of
his visit to India, Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
in a joint statement with Prime
Minister Imran Khan in
Pakistan on Monday also called
for avoiding “politicisation” of
the UN listing regime, a posi-
tion that may not go well in
New Delhi.

France backs India efforts to list Azhar 

as global terrorist, eco curb on Pak

Wheat weathers rain, hailstorm,
From Page 1

According to Mohapatra,
the extended winter has been
good for the crop as low tem-
perature will boost the crop
growth, he said while cautioning
that the crop could be affected if
there is rain or hailstorm in the
coming weeks.

“Wheat sowing is complete.

The acreage under the crop is
slightly lower than last year, but
we expect higher yields and
overall production will definite-
ly cross 100 million tonnes,”
Mohapatra said.

On other rabi crops, the
ICAR chief said that gram
(chana) and mustard crops’ con-
dition is good. There is a possi-

bility of bumper rabi crop output
in 2018-19. The Centre will soon
announce production estimates
for rabi crops of 2018-19.

The acreage under pulses
dropped to 151.6 lakh hectare, a
little over six per cent lower than
in the same period in 2017-18.
The drop is mainly due to less
sowing of gram.

Another group of crops hit
by drought conditions is coarse
cereals. As per data, there is less
cultivation of oilseed in
Maharashtra and Karnataka that
led to a 14 per cent fall in
acreage, which is 47 lakh hectare
as compared to 54.63 lakh
hectare in the corresponding
period in the previous year.

Terrorists entering Valley won’t
return alive: Lt-Gen 

Pilot dies in 2 IAF mid-air collision

From Page 1
Sitharaman is slated to inau-

gurate the five-day biennial
event organised by the Ministry
of Defence at the Yalahanka air
base, north of Bengaluru.
Soon after the mishap,
Bengaluru Commissioner of
Police T Suneel Kumar said the
crash occurred at the ISRO
layout and that ‘minor damage’
has been caused to a house
nearby that had no inmates.

Both the aircraft were
reduced to a mangled heap.
“We were watching the
manoeuvre. The aircraft took off
and after some time, they
brushed against each other
while performing a manoeuvre

and crashed. We heard a loud
noise,” Chetan, an eyewitness,
said.

He said soon after the crash,
about 100-150 people rushed to
the site and tried to help the
injured pilots.    “I held the hand
of a pilot and tried to comfort
him. He was calm. He was
conscious and was responding,”
Chetan said, adding, that the
injured pilots were thereafter
shifted to hospital by authorities.

The tragedy, just a day
before Asia’s premier air show is
to commence, comes about
three weeks after a Mirage-
2000 trainer aircraft of the IAF
crashed at the Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited Airport

here on February 1, killing both
pilots. 

‘Surya Kiran’ (ray of the
Sun), with its breathtaking
manoeuvres and formations, is
always a major attraction in
Aero India shows.        The team
initially used Kiran Mark II
(HJT-16) built by HAL before
switching over to Hawks.    Also
known as “The Sharks”, the
Surya Kiran team, which has
performed in air shows across
the world, is based at Bidar in
north Karnataka.

The Surya Kiran team was
formed in 1996 with the objec-
tive to serve as “ambassadors” of
the Indian Air Force and show-
case their mettle. 



LUCKNOW | WEDNESDAY | FEBRUARY 20, 2019 nation 07

Jaipur: A speeding truck
ploughed into a marriage pro-
cession in Rajasthan's
Pratapgarh district, leaving
nine people, including four
children, dead and 19 others
injured, police said on Tuesday.

The accident happened
near Ramdev Temple on
National Highway-113 on
Monday night when the truck
going to Banswara from
Nimbahera rammed into the
marriage party moving on the
roadside, SP, Pratapgarh, Anil
Beniwal told PTI.

Police had earlier put the
number of those killed as 13.

Traffic was disrupted on
the highway Tuesday as a group
of 200-300 people blocked the
road demanding higher com-
pensation for families of the
deceased. 

The State Government has
announced ̀ 50,000 to aggriev-

ed family members, DSP
Vijaypal Singh Sandhu said.

“Traffic was diverted as
the highway was blocked for
nearly 2 hours as family mem-
bers of deceased demanded
higher compensation. Traffic
was resumed after pacifying
protesters,” Sandhu said.

Sandhu said bodies were
handed over to family mem-
bers after post-mortem and a
case registered against the truck
driver. 

“We have seized the truck
and tracked down the abscond-
ing truck driver,” he said. 

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has expressed condo-
lences with the families of
those killed in the accident. 

Nine of the deceased have
been identified as Daulatram
(60), Bharat (30), Shubham
(5), Chotu (5), Dilip (11),
Arjun (15), Ishu (19), Ramesh
(30) and Karan (28), police
said.  PTI

Truck rams into marriage

procession in Raj, 9 killed
MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU 

Tensions escalated along the
line of control in Rajouri

late Tuesday evening following
'unprovoked' ceasefire violation
by the Pakistan army. 

According to ground
reports, the firing which start-
ed in the evening continued till
late in the night. 

The entire stretch from
Jhangad in Nowshera wit-
nessed heavy exchange of fir-
ing. The Indian army jawans
remained in a state of high alert
to prevent any strike by Border
Action Team of Pakistan army
or fresh infiltration bid.

The local villagers in the
area also remained closeted
inside their houses along the
line of control.

Defence PRO in Jammu, Lt
Col Devendra Anand said, "
Pakistan army initiated 'unpro-
voked' ceasefire violation by
using small arms fire late

Tuesday evening".
"The Indian army retaliat-

ed strongly and effectively", he
added.  

In plain areas of Jammu,
especially along the
International border, the
counter infiltration grid has
been beefed up to prevent any
infiltration bid following
Pulwama terror attack.

Small groups of heavily
armed infiltrators were spotted
in the areas by the border
guards close to the
International border. 

Pak violates ceasefire
in J&K’s Rajouri

The local
villagers in the

area also
remained

closeted inside
their houses

along the line of
control

Bengal: Another
TMC leader
shot at, critical

Pune: NCP president Sharad
Pawar on Tuesday criticised
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for skipping the all-party meet-
ing called by the NDA
Government in the wake of the
Pulwama terror attack.

Instead of attending the
meeting over such a serious
issue, Modi chose to address ral-
lies elsewhere, the former Union
Minister said.

"An all-party meeting was
called on Saturday...In fact we
were told that PM Modi would
chair the meeting. Presuming
that Modi would attend the
meeting, we all went to Delhi as
it (the terror attack in South
Kashmir) was an attack on the
nation," Pawar told reporters
here. "Upon reaching there, we
came to know that PM was not
there....When 40 CRPF jawans

got martyred and there was a
serious situation, the PM should
have been present at the meet-
ing, but he chose to address pub-
lic rallies in Dhule and Yavatmal
(in Maharashtra), where he crit-
icised us (opposition parties)," he
said. Pawar was speaking to
reporters after unveiling a stat-
ue of Chhatrapati Shivaji on the
premise of MIT World Peace
University here.

Asked about the BJP-Shiv
Sena alliance which was
announced Monday, Pawar said
it was bound to happen.

"For the last few months,
they hurled abuse at each other
and now they are holding hands.
But the people of the state are
mature enough and know the
politics behind it. The people
will give a proper reply to those
who cheated them," he said.  PTI

Bengaluru: Two people were
mowed down and three oth-
ers injured by a car in which
senior state BJP leader and
MLA C T Ravi was travelling
near Kunigal in Tumakuru
district early Tuesday, police
said.

The victims, who had
come in two vehicles, were
standing by the roadside when
the accident occurred, accord-
ing to the first information
report. The injured have been
rushed to a hospital, they
said.

Ravi said he was sleeping
in his car and was on his way
to Chennai from
Chikkamagaluru along with
his gunman.

"I realised that something
happened only when the air
bag opened and I stepped
out. Till then, I did not realise"
he said.

The MLA suffered chest
pain and minor injuries in the
incident, the state BJP said.

Ravi said he was told that
two people had died and he
immediately called the ambu-
lance and rushed the victims
to a private hospital  in
Bengaluru.

He also underwent treat-
ment at the same hospital, he
added. "I understand the pain
(of the victims' families). This
was not something that any-
one wanted," he said. PTI

Two mowed

down by BJP

MLA's car in

Karnataka

Pawar slams Modi
for skipping all-party
meet on Pulwama

Kolkata: A member of terror
outfit Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) was arrest-
ed from Santragachi railway
station in Howrah district, the
police said on Tuesday.

The Special Task Force of
Kolkata Police arrested Asif
Iqbal alias Nadeem, a resident
of Murshidabad district, from
Santragachi railway station on
Monday night, a police officer
said.

Iqbal is an active member
of JMB since 2017. He had gone
to Chennai and was trained
under Kausar, arrested in 2018
by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

The police produced Iqbal
before a court which remand-
ed him to police custody till
March 5, officials said.

He is the second JMB oper-
ative arrested in less than a
week.  On Saturday the STF
had arrested a 22-year-old JMB
operative Ariful Islam alias
Arif from Babughat area of
Kolkata.  PTI

Bengaluru: Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday slammed Pakistan
for seeking proof of its involve-
ment in the Pulwama terror
attack and said it was India
which has been providing evi-
dence but the neighbouring
country has not taken any
action on it.

She was reacting to
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan's message to India
to share 'actionable intelli-
gence' if his country was
involved in the terror attack
for any action.

"Since the Mumbai
attacks, not just this govern-
ment, the earlier government
also had sent dossiers after
dossiers, evidence after evi-
dence, what action has
Pakistan taken on them?" she
asked.

Also, at every level India
has been following the process
of law and the Mumbai attack-
ers had been brought to book
and punished by court of law,
she told a press conference
here.

"In Pakistan not even the
first court is doing its job.
There is nothing for Pakistan
to show," she added.

Reacting to Khan's com-
ments over the attack,
Sitharaman said she would
not want to say how the gov-
ernment was going to respond

to it as no word is sufficient
enough to assuage the anger
and disappointment of every
person of the country.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has already allowed the
Indian Army to respond at any
given time and as they see fit,
Sitharaman said.

On the defence forces
morale following the Pulwama
terror attack, Sitharaman said
"The morale is not affected at
all, they are absolutely ready to
do their job.

The response the people of
India have shown, has brought
greater motivation to them,"
she said. Asked what the gov-
ernment is doing to avoid a
repeat of Pulwama type
attacks, Sitharamana said India
was gathering more informa-
tion to prevent any such inci-
dents in future.

"The security agencies are
working tirelessly to gather
more information from the
ground.

Every effort will be taken
to prevent any future incidents
such as Pulwama Terror
attack," she said.

India Tuesday rubbished
Prime Minister Imran Khan's
comments on the ghastly
Pulwama attack, saying dis-
claiming Pakistan's link with
terrorist attacks is an oft-
repeated excuse by the "nerve
centre" of terrorism. PTI

Sitharaman slams
Imran's response to
Pulwama terror attack

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n

KOLKATA

Days after a Trinamool
Congress MLA was shot

dead near his house at
Krishnaganj in Nadia district,
another people’s representative
of the Bengal ruling outfit was
shot at and critically wound-
ed at port town of Budge
Budge in South 24 Parganas,
not far from Capital Kolkata.

Two assailants on Monday
evening fired two shots at

Mithun Tikadar a municipal
councilor of Budge Budge
from a pointblank range while
he was sitting inside his party
office, sources said adding the
felons came lobbing bombs
and fled in a similar fashion
when the locals and other
party workers gave them a
chase.

Tikadar was hit below his
chest and under belly, party
sources said adding he had
been operated upon and was
under observation.

PNS n KOLKATA

Former Additional Director
General of Police, Anuj

Sharma, on Tuesday took charge
as the new Commissioner of
Police of Kolkata after his pre-
decessor, Rajiv Kumar, was
transferred out as the new
Additional Director General of
State CID.

Kumar was being investi-
gated by the Central Bureau of
Investigation for his role in the
way the mutli-crore Sharada chit
fund was probed by the State
Government formed Special
Investigation Team. Kumar was

the head of the SIT before the
case was transferred to the CBI
in 2014 following a Supreme
Court order.

The CBI earlier this month
had made a botched attempt to
raid Kumar’s residence after he
allegedly refused to respond to
its summons of appearance
before it.

Even as the “State police
versus CBI” tussle turned into
a high-tension battle between
the Trinamool Congress
Government and the Narendra
Modi Government with Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee staging a dharna

against alleged central arm-
twisting the Supreme Court
directed Kumar to appear before
the CBI at a neutral place in
Shillong where the former
Kolkata Commissioner of Police
was grilled for 40 hours over
several days. The central agency
had been claiming that the erst-
while Kolkata Police chief had
destroyed the evidence in the
chit fund scam when he head-
ed the SIT. It further said the
copies of call records handed
over by SIT to CBI were doc-
tored. Kumar and the State
Government however rejected
the charges.

Anuj Sharma new Kolkata CP

Ahmedabad: A per-
sonal website of
Gujarat BJP vice-pres-
ident IK Jadeja was
hacked Tuesday and
"Pakistan Zindabad"
was written on it, he
said.

"Someone hacked
my personal website
www.Ikjadeja.In and
posted `Pakistan
Zindabad' it its Blog section. I
have taken steps to delete that,"
the former state minister told

reporters. A screenshot of the
hacked page was doing rounds
on social media. PTI

PNS n KOLKATA

In an incident unprecedented
in the history of the Campus,

Vice Chancellor of prestigious
Jadavpur University, Suranjan
Das, on Tuesday got injured
and had to be hospitalised

after hundreds of students
mobbed him during an agita-
tion, demanding students’
council election.

Das a noted Scholar of
History said the matter was
unprecedented in a highly
esteemed educational institu-

tion like Jadavpur University.
He however would not call in
the police “as a matter of pol-
icy” saying he always respect-
ed freedom of educational
institutions and that was
against using force against
the students.

Students unrest: JU VC hospitalised

Gujarat BJP leader's

website hacked

Border Security Force  women and men commandos, mounted on camels, patrol along the India-Pakistan International Border
near Jaisalmer on Tuesday PTI

JMB operative

held in Bengal

Ahmedabad: A court at
Khambhaliya in Dwarka district
of Gujarat on Tuesday awarded
life sentence to seven members
of a family, including two
women, for the 'honour killing'
of a married couple in 2014.

Additional sessions Judge A
M Sheikh sentenced the seven
- the victim woman Puriben
Chauhan's parents Jesabhai
Chauhan and Kantaben, and
her relatives Babubhai
Chauhan, Manoj Chauhan,
Devabhai Chauhan, Vanraj
Chauhan and Pujiben Chauhan
- to imprisonment for the rest
of their lives.

The victim had married
Govindbhai Chauhan in 2010

against the wishes of her par-
ents. Four years after their
marriage, the woman's parents
and other relatives attacked
the couple with sharp weapons
while they were working in a
field at Jamgadhka village.

Govindbhai Chauhan died
on the spot while his wife
Puriben Chauhan was serious-
ly injured and died later at a
hospital in Jamnagar.

The couple had a daughter,
who was three years' old at the
time of the incident.

A case was filed at
Kalyanpur police station in
connection with the incident
under various Indian Penal
Code sections, including 302

(murder).
After investigation, the

Kalyanpur police concluded
that it was a case of 'honour
killing' and arrested the seven
people.

The court, after considering
deposition of 31 witnesses, doc-
umentary evidences and argu-
ments of public prosecutor L R
Chavda on behalf of the state
Government, convicted all the
seven under IPC Section 302
and awarded them life impris-
onment.

They were also awarded
one month imprisonment and
a fine of ̀ 2,500 each under IPC
Section 447 (criminal tres-
pass). PTI

Seven of family get life in
Guj ‘honour killing' case

Members of the Yimchunger tribe perform during the launch of Republican Party of India (A) Nagaland unit in Dimapur on
Tuesday PTI

Kolkata: The Kashmiri doctor,
who claimed he was asked to
leave Kolkata following the
Pulwama attack, is considering
bidding adieu to the city after his
daughters complained of
ostracism in school and neigh-
bourhood.

The doctor, a cardiologist
who has been living here for the
last 22 years, has claimed that a
day after the terror attack, he was
threatened of "dire consequences"
if he continued to stay in the city
with his family. The Pulwama ter-
ror strike in Jammu & Kashmir
on February 14 claimed the lives
of 40 CRPF personnel and
injured several others.

In spite of the threats, the
doctor said on Monday that he
would stay put after the West
Bengal Government came to his
rescue. The doctor's daughters,
aged nine and seven, are students
of one of the leading English-
medium schools in the city.
Ananya Chakraborti,
Chairperson of the West Bengal
State Commission for Protection
of Child Rights, who had been
coordinating with the family
and assured all support to them,
said both the girls have been
ostracised by their friends in
school. "The doctor told me that
his daughters' friends are not
interacting with them properly.
I told him not to get tensed. I
spoke to the school authorities
and they said they will look into
it," Chakraborti told PTI.

Some kids who go to school
with the doctor's daughters, all of
a sudden, have stopped travelling
with them, she said.

The doctor also told me

that some children even stopped
talking to his daughters,
Chakraborti said.

"We have assured all support.
But this is an alarming situation
which is being deliberately cre-
ated ahead of the elections, with
the sole aim of polarisation," she
said. The doctor, who did not
wish to be named, could not be
contacted as he is not willing to
speak to the media. He had said
on Monday that he was heckled
but he did not pay much atten-
tion to the threats he received ini-
tially.

However, his concern grew
when some men gathered outside
his residence and threatened to
harm his daughters, unless he
"returned to Pakistan". According
to the doctor, on February 15, a
day after the Pulwama attack, five
men aged between 20 and 25
years had come to his house after
he returned home from his
chamber, asking him to leave the
city immediately and "go back to
Pakistan as Kashmiris have no
place in this country". PTI

SOME KIDS WHO
GO TO SCHOOL

WITH THE
DOCTOR'S

DAUGHTERS, ALL
OF A SUDDEN,
HAVE STOPPED

TRAVELLING
WITH THEM

Children ‘ostracised', 
Kashmiri doctor mulls
leaving Kolkata



In the next few weeks, a billion peo-
ple in India would experience
supreme excitement watching the
World Cup to be held in England
and Wales. India is infatuated with

cricket and even in other parts of South
Asia, cricket has now reached every vil-
lage and every street corner. Geoff Marsh,
former Australian cricketer, who a decade
ago visited the TERI cricket grounds
(where several international matches
have been played), was overwhelmed by
the amount of cricket that is played in
India, on the basis of which he predict-
ed that India would certainly soon
become the dominant force in this game.
His prediction appears to have come true,
given the serious competition among
Indian cricketers now playing first class
cricket and adapting to the variations of
the game right from the five-day tests to
the shortest T20 format.

Those who witnessed the third T20
game between India and New Zealand,
must have been disappointed with the
outcome, while India lost the game by
four runs. But as a famous football coach
in the US stated, “Winning isn’t every-
thing; it’s the only thing.” On balance,
India had a far better team in that game
but it appears that the hunger to win was
missing, which is the hallmark of teams
excelling consistently. In some respects,
much depends on the captain of the team
and his ability to lift the players he com-
mands to a level which takes them to the
limits of their capabilities. India has had
outstanding captains, not just in cricket
but in other games as well. Who could
have doubted the genius of Dhyan Chand
in the heyday of India’s complete domi-
nance of hockey, where as a captain, he
led by example?

Our first win in the 1983 World Cup
was crafted by none other than Kapil Dev,
who as a captain, always led by example.
As India’s best all-rounder, excelling in
bowling, batting and fielding, Kapil Dev
hardly ever had any fitness problem. This
not only helped him perform beyond the
call of duty but also set an example
through his infectious enthusiasm.  

Way back during India’s tour of
Australia in 1947-48, Lala Amarnath was
India’s captain, leading a severely deplet-
ed team in the wake of the Partition of
India and other factors. Yet, in an
unprecedented move, it  was Lala
Amarnath’s courageous approach to the
game that allowed him declare in the
third test, even though India was 103 runs
behind after it rained overnight. Of
course, Don Bradman was equal to the
challenge, sending in his tail enders, but
he must have been worried when SG
Barnes, the fourth Australian wicket, fell
at the score on 32. But then, the
Australians recovered and beat India by
an innings and 16 runs. The major dis-

covery of the tour for India
was Vinoo Mankad and Dattu
Phadkar (who scored 51 in the
second test, getting Bradman’s
wicket in the third and then
hitting a century in the
fourth). It was this writer’s
privilege to be coached by the
great Dattu Phadkar after his
retirement several decades
ago.

In the past, Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, or ‘Captain
Cool’, has shown remarkable
abilities not only to inspire
and motivate his team but also
to perform both as an out-
standing wicket-keeper and
consistently aggressive bats-
man. Even today, he is regard-
ed as the best finisher of the
game and his presence in the
World Cup would be an inspi-
ration to the entire Indian
team with his insights, which
he is never reluctant to share
with his captain, the bowlers
as well as the batsmen with
whom he is in the middle.  

Virat Kohli is another
leader, who is likely to take the
Indian team to greater heights,
even though he may not as yet
possess the confidence and
ability to perform on the field
when it matters the most.
That is where Dhoni’s advice
would be crucial in supple-
menting the skills of these two
outstanding cricketers.

The third T20 in Hamilton

at New Zealand came as a dis-
appointment, because this
match could have proved to be
the climax after India’s
progress during the ODIs and
the second T20.  Rohit Sharma
is such a gifted player with a
remarkable cricketing brain
and as a captain gets the best
out of his team. That day,
unfortunately, he appeared to
have been out of sorts.
Perhaps, there was inadequate
consultation between Rohit
Sharma and the team manage-
ment, because given the excel-
lent batting conditions and
short boundaries at Hamilton,
India should justifiably have
batted first. 

It was entirely within their
reach to set up a mammoth
total against the black caps
and set them a daunting tar-
get. What was even more dis-
appointing was the slow rate
at which Rohit Sharma played
for the period that he was
there, scoring barely 38 runs
in 32 balls. If only he had
scored another 10 runs in
those 32 balls he faced, 
victory would not have elud-
ed India! 

This was an aberration,
given Rohit Sharna’s ability to
send the ball sailing into the
crowds with his sixers hit all
over the park. His emphasis
on taking singles and having
Vijay Shankar and Rishabh

Pant do all the slogging placed
undue pressure on these tal-
ented but inexperienced bats-
men.

The essence of the match
in Hamilton lies in the posi-
tive frame of mind that the
captain must carry constant-
ly redefining strategy, a qual-
ity which Rohit Sharma has
displayed on so many occa-
sions. Perhaps, on that occa-
sion, there was a level of com-
placency, a decline in courage
and a loss of his usual consis-
tency which came in the way.
The score of 212 by the black
caps was never such a daunt-
ing total, given the fact that
every observer regarded 220
and 225 as a challenging total
to reach on that ground.

Once the World Cup
comes around, Virat Kohli
will certainly feel equal to the
task and will no doubt lead by
example but it would be
important for him to maintain
a level of confidence, unfail-
ing courage and consistency
as captain. Most importantly,
he must have faith in the
ability of every member of his
team. In this, he may turn to
others but certainly maintain
his active rapport with MS
Dhoni, ‘Captain Cool’.

(The writer is former
chairman, Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change,
2002-15)

M
aharashtra Chief Minister

Devendra Fadnavis might go to

town about ideological commit-

ment being the glue of the newly-sealed

BJP-Shiv Sena electoral deal in the State

—  25-23 sharing for Lok Sabha and 50-

50 for the Assembly — but this is one

of mutual sustenance and an expedient

arrangement where Uddhav Thackeray

has been able to put the stamp of

Matoshri. And though for the BJP, this is

an “all’s well that ends well” scenario,

what with Maharashtra being a turnkey

state for it in the Lok Sabha elections with 48 seats, it was a rocky road to

a patch-up and one which taught party chief Amit Shah a lesson or two in

eating humble pie once in a while, accommodating allies rather than push-

ing them away. In fact, the BJP, by virtue of being the larger party, will have

a trying time, justifying the pared down seats to its cadres and candidates.

The number game explains why the Sena is roaring like a tiger today. In the

2014 Lok Sabha polls, the BJP contested in 24 and won 23, while the Shiv

Sena contested in 20 and won 18 seats. Going by this strike rate, the BJP

ideally should have had more seats in its kitty but has almost ceded equal

ground to its ally. Not only that, it is believed the BJP is withdrawing from a

couple of seats in favour of the Sena, risking the displeasure and rebellion

by some partymen. And while the BJP went alone in the Assembly elections

in 2014, picking up a big majority of 122 against the Sena’s 63, it has still

agreed to offer equal space to a waning ally. Politically, the BJP has run out

of options, what with the Congress and NCP striking a seat-sharing agree-

ment much before and old warhorse and NCP chief Sharad Pawar carving

out a new relevance for himself in the Opposition front. The Sena clearly moved

in to take advantage of BJP’s angst about the Maratha strongman’s tactics

with the latter reportedly engaging in backroom manoeuvres too, nudging the

Sena leadership to bid for chief ministership. Or so the grapevine has it. Pawar

may even return to electoral politics himself, muddying up waters even more.

Besides, the Sena has kept the BJP on tenterhooks over the last four

years, volubly criticising the Narendra Modi government on every front, from

Rafale to the Ram temple in Ayodhya. Even on the latest round of Pulwama

attacks, the Sena mouthpiece Saamna criticised the BJP, saying that by appeal-

ing to people to vote for it so that it could avenge the terrorist act was akin

to taking political mileage out of the death of soldiers. And just a few days

ago Sena representatives joined TDP chief Chandrababu Naidu in protest-

ing against the Modi government, the strongest visual threat that it could

upset the cart if the BJP rolled it over the edge. It even heaved on the Fadnavis

government to ensure 16 per cent quota for the Maratha community. It is

through such sharp political manoeuvres and provocations that the Sena

shored up its own value and caused insecurities in the central BJP leader-

ship, which will need as many allies as it can to buoy it up for a second

term. Back in 2014, Sena joined the alliance to prevent a split as the BJP

was wooing its MLAs. This subsuming of the Sena’s identity was the real

reason for the bitterness between the two parties. Now clearly the tables

have turned and Sena has the upper hand.

S
olving any problem in India requires

a certain scale of understanding.

And because of India’s size, the

scale of any problem is huge. Any issue

might seem small in percentage terms

but given a billion plus human beings in

the country, the problem, even when it

is a fraction of a per cent, becomes huge.

Ergo, the challenge before the Central and

State Governments in order to solve the

addiction that millions of Indians have for

narcotics and alcohol, will require some

major intervention. Numbers are stun-

ning — while 14.6 per cent of India’s

population drank alcohol in the past, of

that number, 19 per cent are dependent or abusing alcohol, which amounts

to 57 million people. The numbers for cannabis dependence are five mil-

lion, opioids another six million and a few more million for other drugs. A

problem of this scale cannot be solved by mere prohibition orders or ‘drug-

free’ campaigns alone. It requires state intervention.

What can the state do? We feel that there should be a move to fund

more de-addiction centres across the country, and not just in urban but also

in district and possibly even taluka headquarters in areas where the prob-

lem is severe. But this will highlight another problem, which is the lack of

enough counsellors. We need experts to advise and help those individuals,

who have been addicted for decades. While it might not be possible for gov-

ernments, both Centre and State, to build thousands of centres across the

country, they must associate themselves with non-governmental organi-

sations, including religious bodies, to help tackle the crisis. Like it or not,

religion plays a big role in the de-addiction process for some. George W

Bush, former US President, had a self-admitted alcohol problem during his

youth but he found God and then went on to become the President of the

United States. Of course, most addicts do not come from as privileged a

background as Bush but he is an exemplar of how a life can turn around

when an intervention is made. And this is also an example of one other major

factor, that of family support. Many who suffer from substance abuse are

ostracised by society when what they often need most is family support.

Substance abuse is often a cry for help. At the same time, some families

keep the abuse problem within the walls instead of actively seeking help

for a family member, worried about the ‘shame’, particularly in a country

like India. Asking for help is a brave thing but families must remember that

doing so is in the best interests of somebody seeking redemption. This will

also require education and awareness. In fact, instead of trying to just tell

the youth ‘don’t’, the Government should tell families that they should reach

out  to helplines if they need help. Then there is that beautiful hypocrisy in

the alcohol problem. Since State Governments make so much revenue from

liquor sales, for them to give up the liquid lucre will be impossible. This is

a challenge that will require some innovative thinking as well.

India's addiction crisis

A comprehensive survey by the Government shows that close
to a 70 million Indians need help for substance abuse

BJP, Sena make peace 

The Cong-NCP alliance has compelled BJP to be
accommodative of its ally, howsoever grudgingly

Dastardly attack

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Pulwama offensive” (February
18). It was painful to hear about
the death of 43 Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) personnel in
a suicide car bomb attack diabol-
ically perpetrated by the Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) in Jammu &
Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
Today, there is a sense of anguish
all across the country. The tragedy
calls for a stern and even a knee-
jerk response from India against
Pakistan, which is know to pro-
vide shelter to the terrorists.

The neighbouring country
continues to disturb the peace of
our nation. I offer my deepest
condolence to all the bravehearts,
who lost their lives in the suicide
attack. The entire nation stands by
the bereaved family in their hour
of need. 

Tushar Anand 
Patna

World Cup trial 

Sir — Australia’s tour of India,
which will include one-day inter-
nationals and two Twenty-twen-
ty matches, is set to commence in

a few days. It would have been a
good idea to rest the batsman,
Rohit Sharma, as well as other
players who would have already
had a very long tour of Australia
and New Zealand. However, I am
glad that youngsters such as
Rishabh Pant and Vijay Shankar
have been inducted in the squad
against Australia. This is a good
chance to correctly assess them
for the World Cup. They can also

play a crucial role in the series. 
Md Afzal 
Bengaluru

Unworthy of a leader

Sir — This refers to the report,
“Jobless growth has made youths
restless: Ex-PM” ( February 18).
It was shocking that such remarks
came from a former Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh, who
had called himself “accidental”
because he was chosen for the
august office as his boss, Sonia
Gandhi, could not do so as she
was a foreigner. That time, there
was opposition not only from the
BJP — Sushma Swaraj even
threatened to go on fast — but
even from the Congress itself.

Sadly, Manmohan Singh’s
regime was bedeviled by several

scams and policy paralysis. No
wonder, the Congress was
reduced to an unprecedented
rump with 44 MPs in the 2014
general elections. This seemed no
cause of concern for the Congress
leader, Singh. But his latest con-
cern was that growth under the
present ruling party was ‘jobless’.
For an average Indian, it is diffi-
cult to understand how ‘growth
can be jobless’? Should not a for-
eign-educated politician acknowl-
edge those things the ruling party
has done right?  

M Ratan
Via email

Deal with maturity

Sir — As a sovereign nation with
all rights to defend, secure and
protect its territory and people
from sinister designs of terror
groups, the demand from sever-
al quarters for the Government to
give a befitting reply to the terror
group and its sponsors seems jus-
tifiable but this critical moment
calls for sobriety and wisdom.

M Jeyaram
Via email
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Captain Courageous

RK PACHAURI

Once the World Cup nears, Virat Kohli will certainly feel equal to the task but it will be

important for him to maintain confidence, unfailing courage and consistency as captain

Navjot Singh Sidhuji
apne dost Imran bhai
ko samjhaiye. Uski
vajah se aap ko gaali
padh rahi hai.

Congress leader 
—Digvijaya Singh

Whatever India needs
to defend itself there
is no limit. We are
here to help our close
friend defend itself. 

Israeli envoy 
—Dr Ron Malka 

It's unfortunate that people
like Naseeruddin Shah and
Kamal Haasan have become
agents of those, who talk of
ghazwa-e-hind. 

Union Minister
—Giriraj Singh

The focus of the nation should be
on the genuine problem and not
on misleading hashtags like
‘#BoycottSidhu' or
#BoycottKapilSharmaShow'.

Comedian-actor 
—Kapil Sharma

S O U N D B I T E

L E T T E R S T O  T H E  E D I T O R

Make in India needs encouragement

T
his refers to the editorial, “A stray dilemma”
(February 18). Vande Bharat Express may have run
into technical glitches, which the engineers cor-

rected, before it could re-commence its journey to Delhi.
From the skidding of the train due to a run-over cat-
tle to a failure of the engine — multiple accounts are
doing the rounds over its breakdown. Whether cattle
or otherwise, no longer the train ‘stopped’, tongues
started wagging. “Make in India” concept “is a mas-
sive flop”, “engineers and technicians are ill-equipped”
filled discussion boards. But it is a fact that any mon-
umental project will have its share of teething prob-
lems and they have to be worked out by the best brains. 

The most luxurious of trains and cars built by for-
eign countries, including China, have been hit by snags
and other major problems. The media as well as the
politicians over there have full confidence in the indus-
trious nature and creative expertise of their own tech-
nical people and the sincerity of purpose of their rulers.

They are shrewd enough not to make a mountain of
a mole hill when other countries are watching. Here,
in India, knives are out the moment something new
goes wrong. India needs world class trains and the
Government's zeal in going ahead with many such pro-
jects should not waver an inch because in five years,
such high-class trains will be hailed as indigenous engi-
neering marvels.  

Ganapathi Bhat
Akola

MOST
IMPORTANTLY,

HE MUST HAVE
FAITH IN THE

ABILITY OF
EVERY MEMBER
OF HIS TEAM. IN

THIS, HE MAY
TURN TO

OTHERS BUT
CERTAINLY

MAINTAIN HIS
ACTIVE RAPPORT
WITH MS DHONI,

‘CAPTAIN COOL’
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While neighbouring Pakistan
needs to be taught a lesson
for sponsoring terrorist

attacks in Kashmir, the need is to also
address the Kashmir problem internal-
ly. There can be no doubt that there
are many things that need attention,
including the radicalisation of the
youth in the State. It was indeed dis-
heartening to hear that it was a local
young suicide bomber who caused the
Pulwama attacks. It needs to be
probed further as to why misguided
youths are getting increasingly attract-
ed towards militancy and terrorism. 

For quite some time now, there
have been intense debates on whether
a sizeable number of educated youths
are joining militant ranks in some
parts of south and north Kashmir or

not. Former Union Minister Yashwant
Sinha was right when he noted that
radicalisation is happenning not
because of one reason but due to a
combination of things. This includes
the role of Pakistan, Wahabism and
Islamic fundamentalism. 

Alienation and disempowerment
among Kashmiri youth is yet anoth-
er factor as also proxy war from
Pakistani side for the youth to get
recruited by militant organisations like
the Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM).
Further, Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI)-sponsored propaganda and intol-
erant religious and ideological narra-
tives have played an instrumental role
in eroding the ideals of Kashmiriyat
and has gradually taken them towards
jihadist culture. 

As Chief of Army Staff General
Bikram Singh noted in a recent arti-
cle that compared to 131 youth, who
joined various terrorist outfits in
2017, the number rose to over 200 in
2018. Some new terrorist outfits, such
as the Islamic State Jammu and
Kashmir and Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind
aligned to the Islamic State (IS) and
Al Qaeda ideologies have also marked

increased presence in the last few
years. Experts point out that these are
children from conflict zones, who have
seen guns and rifles on the streets
when they were growing up. These
children missed their childhood and
saw only violence and conflict, which
robbed them off their childhood. 

Second, it is the lack of education-
al opportunities in the State that is
alienating the youth. 

Third, the youth do not find ade-
quate jobs. Former Research and
Analysis Wing (R&AW) chief, AS
Daulat, feels that the youth are getting
radicalised because they feel that they
have no hope. The Jamaat-e-Islami is
going about systematically filling this
vacuum. They also enjoyed support

from the People’s Democratic Party
(PDP), which won the elections with
support from the Jamaat. Now, there
is huge disillusionment in the Jamaat
over PDP. Social media was one of the
major tools used by militants to prop-
agate their ideology and to corrupt
young minds of the Kashmir Valley. 

The only way to reverse this
trend is to bring them round. There
is an imperative need to look inwards
and correct things as even now, it is
not too late. The fact that a Kashmiri
kid decided to be a suicide bomber in
Pulwama is an answer from the youth
of the State to the flawed policy of gun
in Kashmir. The young boy was one
of those who felt he had no hope left
in Kashmir. His father is a farmer and

the boy was shot in the leg some time
back perhaps for pelting stones on the
streets. So, he decided to blow himself
up. This attack shows the extent of
extreme alienation of the youth. 

The counter-narrative is the
immediate requirement. The
Government as well as political par-
ties must address this on a priority.
Kashmir Governor Satya Pal Malik
told this writer that after six in the
evening, there is no activity in the vil-
lages. To address this problem the
Governor has started the screening of
cinema and radio shows as also some
sports activities for the young to keep
them occupied. It is a welcome step
that the Governor has already set up
some groups for a counter-narrative
and is also in talks with the maulvis
to get them on board so as to tackle
fundamentalism. Governor Malik
feels that mainstream politicians are
not taking the responsibility. Hardcore
radicals are not many and he had told
the forces to address the problem of
home-grown radicalisation. He is
worried that the youth are now using
‘Jannat me jaane ka hai’ language. 

The immediate thing is to set our

own house in order. More guns are not
the answer. Something else needs to
be done. Kashmir experts like Daulat
feel radicalisation could be reversed if
proper measures are taken. As a first
step, the Centre can talk to State lead-
ers like National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah, former Chief
Minister of Jammu & Kashmir Omar
Abdullah, PDP chief Mehboobha
Mufti and even the Hurriyat. One real-
ly cannot talk to the suicide bombers. 

The next step should be the
installation of a popular Government
as a democratic Government. This will
be the real answer to settle things in
the State and not Governor’s rule. 

Above all, there is an immediate
need to calm down sentiments and
bring back normalcy in the State.
Confidence-building measures and
not bashing up of Kashmiri boys and
girls in Chandigarh or elsewhere
should be the answer. Bashing would
further alienate the youth. This would
have further reaction in the State. In
short, what is needed is a steady and
long-term Kashmir policy. 

(The writer is a senior political com-
mentator and syndicated columnist)

Convenient allies
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IF YOU HAVE ANY ACTIONABLE INTELLIGENCE THAT A

PAKISTANI WAS INVOLVED IN PULWAMA, GIVE IT TO US.

I GUARANTEE YOU, WE WILL TAKE ACTION.

—PAKISTANI PRIME MINISTER

IMRAN KHAN

JEM CHIEF MASOOD AZHAR IS SITTING IN PAKISTAN.

WILL THEY ACCEPT WHEN WE SHOW THEM BODIES

OF THE TERRORISTS KILLED BY OUR FORCES?

—CONGRESS LEADER 

CAPT. AMARINDER SINGH

POINTCOUNTERPOINT 

Carlos Bilardo, manager of the 1986
World Cup winning Argentina
national football team, had something
in common with late J Jayalalithaa, the
All India Anna Dravida Munnetra

Kazhagam (AIADMK) supremo. Whenever
Bolardo was asked about the composition of his
team for the World Cup matches, he had a stan-
dard reply: “My team will feature Diego
Maradona and 10 other players. That’s all I have
to say.” Such was his trust and confidence in the
Argentine superstar.

At the time of the Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections in Tamil Nadu, Jayalalithaa’s exhorta-
tion to the voters was somewhat the same:
“There will be a candidate contesting in the two
leaves symbol of the party. Please elect him/her.”
This was the essence of Jayalalithaa’s election
campaign speech. During the 2014 Lok Sabha
election, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) had fielded A Raja, the 2G Spectrum
tainted former Union communications Minister
from the Nilgiris, which the party felt would be
a safe constituency. Jayalalithaa sprang a sur-
prise by nominating C Gopalakrishnan, a
political lightweight from Nilgiris.

When asked about his fate in the contest
against the DMK heavyweight, Gopalakrishnan
replied: “Sir, I am going to win hands-down
because I was hand picked by Amma. She had
asked the electorate to vote for me and they would
oblige Amma.” Gopalakrishnan won by a mar-
gin of more than 1,20,000 votes. While J
Gopikrishnan of The Pioneer, through his superb
investigating reports, unseated A Raja from the
Union Council of Ministers, Gopalakrishnan
demolished the “halo” around the DMK leader
by waving Jayalalithaa’s picture.

However, these are things of the past. Cut to
2019, and there is neither Jayalalithaa nor
Karunanidhi around. While the disintegration of
the AIADMK has picked up momentum, the
DMK’s end, too, is not far off. It will be reflect-
ed in the Lok Sabha election results of 2019. MK
Stalin, the DMK chief, who succeeded his
father Karunanidhi (the undisputed party pres-
ident for almost five decades) is nowhere near
the latter’s intelligence. His only unique selling
proposition is his hatred for Hindutva and the
BJP. His only offer to the people of Tamil Nadu
is that he would bring in a stable and steady
Government. Stalin feels that by humiliating the
Hindus, he may be able to consolidate the minor-
ity votes of the State.

Despite an image make-over he underwent
as per the directives of his son-in-law, Stalin
remains the same old self. Unlike his father, who
could charm the crowd with his one-liners and
dramatised dialogues, Stalin is a poor commu-
nicator. Despite wearing black goggles,
Karunanidhi was a success with women voters
among the crowd, whom he could amuse with
spicy and witty dialogues. While Jayalalithaa did
not bother to groom a second-line leadership in
the AIADMK, Karunanidhi did not allow any-
body outside his immediate family raise their
heads in the party. Though he wanted to anoint
MK Muthu, his elder son born to Padmavathi,
his first wife, Muthu ended up as a wayward
youth, finding solace in alcohol. He had every-

thing at his command. An obliging
father, whose only mission was to see
Muthu emerge the numero uno in
DMK politics and finally as the Chief
Minister to keep the family flag flying.
Karunanidhi ousted MGR from the
party to facilitate Muthu’s entry into the
top league of the DMK. But MGR retal-
iated by launching the AIADMK and
the people of Tamil Nadu, who were fed
up with the kind of politics played by
Karunanidhi and his family, elected the
former with a huge majority. Since
1977, when MGR became the Chief
Minister, till his passing away in
December 1987, Karunanidhi was in
political wilderness.

There was a split in the AIADMK
immediately after the demise of MGR
and this helped the DMK bounce
back. In the Assembly election held in
1989, the DMK bagged 150 seats on its
own. The faction of AIADMK headed
by Jayalalithaa won 27 seats while the
faction headed by Janaki
Ramachandran (widow of MGR) had
to contend with just two seats. But the
women saw the writing on the wall that
the split in the AIADMK would bene-
fit only the Karunanidhi clan. They
buried the hatchet, merged the factions
and Janaki made a dignified exit from
politics. Karunanidhi thoroughly
underestimated Jayalalithaa and joined
hands with secessionist forces operat-
ing in the State. Following the murder
of Rajiv Gandhi, who was electioneer-
ing at Sriperumbudur near Chennai
during the Lok Sabha election of 1991,
by the hired assassins of the LTTE and
the all-round failure of law and order
situation in the State, the Karunanidhi

Government was dismissed by the
then Chandrasekhar headed Union
Government.

The truth is that people elected
Karunanidhi in 1989, 1996 and 2006 out
of anger and angst as they had no other
option. Karunanidhi saw to it that the
Congress, which ruled the State unin-
terrupted till 1967, became weak and
ridden with groups. The only option for
the electorate was the AIADMK, which
had a semblance of nationalism and
democracy in it. For the DMK, democ-
racy began and ended at the
Gopalapuram residence of Karunanidhi
and in the houses of his other two wives
and nephew Murasoli Maran.

But Karunanidhi kept his obsession
for dynasty under cover, thanks to his
expertise in double-speak. Whoever
questioned the legality of Stalin’s emer-
gence as his heir, ended up outside the
party headquarters. The list is long and
includes Vaiko, the eternal rebel and V
R Nedumchezhiyan, described as the
man with a golden tongue. Now, Stalin
is surrounded by acolytes and a cabal
of wheeler dealers. 

Karunanidhi, who had vehement-
ly opposed Hindutva and the BJP, did
not think twice before extending sup-
port to the BJP in 1989. The DMK can
never survive without the life support
it gets from the power of office.
Karunanidhi and Stalin are always
willing to join hands with any forces
which offer them uninterrupted
“power”. That’s why they jumped from
the National Front Government of VP
Singh in 1989 to the Deve Gowda
Government of 1996 and then to the
NDA Government led by Vajpayee in

1999. When they saw that the possibil-
ity of the NDA coming back to power
in 2004 was bleak, Karunanidhi crossed
over to the Congress’ camp and
emerged as the “critical component” of
the UPA. For the next nine years, the
DMK was in charge of the money spin-
ning Ministries, popularly known as
Any Time Money (ATM) ministries.

Since 2011, the DMK has been out
of power in Tamil Nadu while in New
Delhi, it remains out of Government
since 2013. Stalin hopes that the weak-
ening of the AIADMK would help him
regain power in Tamil Nadu as a split
in AIADMK votes would benefit only
the DMK. As pointed out earlier, the
Congress is a weak entity in the State
though there are ‘paper tigers’ like P
Chidambaram and Mani Shankar
Aiyer. “There are more leaders and
groups in the Congress than the party
cadre,” said N Kalyanasundaram,
chronicler of Tamil Nadu politics. The
Congress had survived in Tamil Nadu
over the years only by riding piggyback
on the shoulders of either the
Dravidian parties — the DMK or the
AIADMK, according to O
Panneerselvam, deputy Chief Minister
and AIADMK leader.

For all practical purposes, the
Congress in Tamil Nadu has become
the B team of the DMK. What about the
BJP? The less said about the Hindutva
party the better. Dravidian parties
have succeeded in keeping the BJP in
their arc through an intelligently craft-
ed strategy. That and other details will
be told in the next part of this series.

(The writer is Special Correspondent,
The Pioneer)

Getting a grip of Kashmir’s problem

With neither Jayalalithaa nor Karunanidhi around, Dravidian parties have so far managed to
tide over the political slugfest by national players. But will their strategy work this time?

At the root of the crisis is the radicalisation and alienation of the youth, who find it difficult to be hopeful about their lives and

focus on their dreams. It is up to the Government to take immediate steps to calm down sentiments and mainstream them

P
icking fundamentally strong and undervalued stocks is an art

as well as science. Long-term investors, who invest for more

than a year in markets, should pick fundamentally strong stocks

unlike short-term investors, who invest for less than a year, taking

cue from price movements. Fundamental analysis will only answer

the question “what to buy”; whereas a technical analysis will throw

light on “when to buy.” A combination of fundamental and techni-

cal analysis is required to make the right decision.

The main aim of fundamental analysis is to analyse the intrin-

sic value of a stock, identify and buy ones that are undervalued (hav-

ing market value less than the intrinsic value) and sell or avoid, for

the time being, ones that are overvalued. Determining the intrinsic

value of a stock is one of the most vital aspects. Also extremely

difficult is the part of value investing as only estimates are used in

calculations. When figuring out a stock’s intrinsic value, cash is the

king and most models that calculate the fundamental value of a stock

factor in variables largely pertaining to cash, ie, dividends and future

cash flows, utilise the time value of money. 

Fundamental analysis uses qualitative as well as quantitative

factors. Quantitative factors use more of numbers and can be

analysed using ratio analysis and other valuation methods. Growth

rate is one of the important factors that an investor should focus

on, like the growth rate of revenues, dividends and earnings, which

can be calculated by the Compounded Annual Growth Rate (CAGR).

Cash is the main blood of any business and while selecting a stock

for investing, we should look how much cash a business is gen-

erating. If the operating cash flow is negative, then the company is

at risk. We should avoid investing in the stock of such company.

For example, Kingfisher Airlines had negative operating cash flows

for years and it resulted in bankruptcy.

Price-Earnings Ratio (PE) is another important parameter that

represents the value placed by the market on each rupee the mar-

ket earns. A higher PE compared to market indicates that the stock

is expensive; whereas lower PE indicates that the stock is under-

valued and this is when we should buy a stock. PE ratios of all stocks

tend to be high in a bull market and are lower in a bear market.

Debt Equity ratio is a leverage ratio and is used for analysing the

extent of leverage used by the company and its ability to meet the

obligations. Taking a look at the current India Inc and how some

companies have high debt burdens, this ratio is of great significance.

If the company takes too many debts, in the absence of meeting

its obligations, it may face bankruptcy. It would be prudent for

investors to avoid companies with extremely high levels of debt.

On a conservative basis, this ratio should be either one or less. Net

profit margin is a profitability ratio which is used to find the prof-

itability of a firm based on operations and direct cost. Earnings before

interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation margin should be high-

er as it indicates that a company is efficient as compared to its peers.

So when you choose a stock, look for higher Net Profit Margin.

Promoter shareholding is also an important criterion for selec-

tion of stock. It is important to determine what the promoter share-

holding pattern in a company is. Promoters have the best knowl-

edge of the company as they are insiders. They know what is hap-

pening in the company. If the promoters’ stake in the company

increases, we should buy the stock as it is a positive signal. It means

that the promoters are confident that the company will grow. If the

promoter’s stake in the company reduces, then we should sell the

stock as it is a negative signal. Before the Satyam scam, holdings

of Ramalinga Raju’s were decreasing continuously. He was an insid-

er and he knew something wrong is going to happen. If we want

to invest in a stock for a long-term, we should always choose a

stock which pays dividend as it is a source of income for investors.

When a company earns profits, it shares a part of it with its share-

holders as dividend. Generally, companies maintain their dividend

levels until something drastically different happens with the busi-

nesses. Dividends are mentioned as a percentage, which is reck-

oned with regard to face value. For example, if a company with face

value of `10 declares 30 per cent dividend, it means a dividend of

`3 per share. However, if a company with a face value of ̀ 2 declares

30 per cent dividend, it means dividend of ̀ 0.60 per share. Investors

should choose higher dividend yield stocks as it implies that the

company is giving dividends to its investors. 

This article describes only the quantitative part of fundamen-

tal analysis. However, it is very crucial for the investors to read the

financial statements of companies very carefully to identify whether

account books are managed. However, the ratios discussed in the

article are a good way to start, identifying potentially strong com-

panies where one can invest, when the timing is right.

(The writer is Assistant Professor, Amity University)
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How to determine

stocks like a pro

HIMA KOTA

KALYANI SHANKAR

Fundamental analysis is a bottoms-up
valuation technique used to determine 

the market value of a stock

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN

F O R E I G N  E Y E

Politicians across the
spectrum are now agreed
that the powers of the big
tech companies must be
curbed. The surveillance
economy appears as an
existential threat to
democracy. Self-regulation is
no longer enough. But it is a
long way from sentiment to
policy. A few giant
companies now control most
of the internet. This gives
democratic governments a
paradoxical opportunity.

(The Guardian editorial)

THE ARROGANCE
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WHILE THE
DISINTEGRATION

OF THE AIADMK
HAS PICKED UP

MOMENTUM, THE
DMK’S END, TOO,

IS NOT FAR OFF.
IT WILL BE

REFLECTED IN
THE LOK SABHA

ELECTION
RESULTS OF 2019
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QUOTE OF THE DAY 

Education is what remains after

one has forgotten what one has

learned in school

— Albert Einstein

The biggest gain for the health-
care sector from 2018 was the
launch of the Pradhan Mantri

Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY), which
the Government claims will create
over a lakh new jobs in India’s $62 bil-
lion hospital sector alone. According
to the IBEF, India also increased its
doctor count to 841,104 in 2017. Apart
from increased health consciousness,
the burden of lifestyle diseases and ris-
ing incomes, healthcare will contin-
ue to see increased demand. 

But healthcare personnel need not
all be specialists in technical fields.
There are various administrative and
management roles that the ordinary
graduate can train themselves  to fill.
Given below is a list of some of the
most sought-after careers in this
booming industry.
nAssistant medical superintendents/
deputy medical superintendents:
They ensure high standards of patient
care and work to deliver on service
quality standards along with defining
and implementing performance para-
metres for doctors. They are experts
in implementing and adhering to
Standard Operative Procedures (SOP)
in all clinical specialties, conducting
regular medical audits on an ongoing
basis and many others. They work to
ensure that proper SOP are in place
for the efficient admission, care & dis-
charge of patients.
nHospital operations/administra-
tors: They are responsible for safe-
guarding smooth operation of a hos-
pital, hospital system or healthcare
organisation. As the backbone of
healthcare systems, healthcare admin-

istrators take on the responsibilities of
supervising vast expanses of medical
personnel. They work behind the
scenes to make all types of health care
facilities work as efficiently as possi-
ble and too can work on hiring doc-
tors too, developing budgets, coming
up with new policies and patient ser-
vices to name a few.
nBio-medical waste management
expert: The Ministry of Essential &
Climate Change raised the BMW
Rules on March 28 2016, through a
gazette notification that every health
care facility is mandated to segregate
and dispose of bio-medical waste as
per these rules. There is an imminent
need to increase awareness and train-
ing/capacity Building of the different
category of health functionary in the
safe disposal of bio-medical waste
from the Hospital and Health Centre.

nPatient safety & quality man-
agement coordinators: This position
guides staff within the hospital and
seeks to improve the quality of patient
care through assurance and innova-
tion in partnership with local teams.
This helps in the process to improve

the reduction of medical errors and
other factors that contribute to acci-
dental patient outcomes. The patient
safety and quality coordinator, togeth-
er with senior clinical and operational
managers, is responsible for the imple-

mentation of patient safety and qual-
ity improvement initiatives.
nManagers/assistant managers at
third-party administrators (TPAs):
They function as an intermediary
between the insurance provider and

the insured. One can join as a man-
agers and or assistant manager after
pursuing a Healthcare Management
degree. These specialists work with
medical records, coding and billing
professionals, and insurance compa-
nies to ensure that the plan benefits
are properly applied.
nDistrict programme managers:
This category of professionals is des-
ignated to the monitoring and plan-
ning of district health strategies, as in
the National Rural Health Mission.
nConsultants in international and
national NGOs: NGO’s working in
the health sector is another favoured
destination.
nTraining coordinators: They are
responsible for training, mapping out
training plans, designing and devel-
oping training programmes. Hospital
and healthcare management, being a
specialised field, choosing the right
institute to learn best practices is very
important at the outset to remain rel-
evant in an ever-changing dynamic
employment scenario.

The writer is President, IIHMR University,
Jaipur

FOR A HEALTHY FUTURE

Sustainable Development Programme
PNS n NEW DELHI  

The Indian Institute of Technology
Gandhinagar aims to become the princi-

pal resource centre for sustainable develop-
ment in India with the launch of Dr Kiran C
Patel Centre for Sustainable Development,
which will advance local and global solutions
through cutting-edge interdisciplinary
research.

It will develop a national and global net-
work of leading experts and researchers on
sustainability and undertake research on
water, pollution, waste management, energy,
natural resources and climate change. The
centre will research sustainability and relat-
ed challenges of high societal importance and
promote cost-effective and sustainable solu-

tions through its strong outreach and tech-
nology-transfer programmes. 

The programme launched on January 30,
2019 and has been set up with an endowment
from philanthropist Dr Kiran C Patel, a car-
diologist based in Florida. The centre will also
undertake technology transfer of sustainable
solutions to NGOs, local Governments and
industry and collaborate with policy makers
and industry to identify and solve sustain-
ability challenges.

Speaking about this, Prof Sudhir K Jain,
Director, IIT Gandhinagar, said: “The pro-
gramme is a gift will enable the faculty and
students to work on developing practical solu-
tions to sustainability challenges through an
integration of advanced research, tradition-
al knowledge and field understanding.”

PNS n NEW DELHI 

The Amity
U n i v e r s i t y ,

Haryana (AUH) and
NEC Technologies
India (NECTI) have
announced  the launch
of a joint training pro-
gramme in Japanese
language, culture and
Japanese business
practices for Amity
University students. 

The NEC Japanese
Language Academy

(NJLA), the language
and intercultural train-
ing academy of
NECTI, will facilitate
the training pro-
gramme. Over 200 stu-
dents are expected to
be trained under this
programme. This
training programme
will be open to all stu-
dents. The university
will offer intensive
diploma and certifi-
cate courses. Trained
students will also be
given access to intern-

ship opportunities
Speaking on the

occasion, Piyush Sinha,
Deputy MD, NECTI
said: “We are delighted
to partner with Amity
for training students.
The programme will
offer an edge to stu-
dents by training them
in Japanese language
and culture while
applying to Japanese
MNCs in India. The
training will also help
students be competi-
tive on a global stage.”

IP varsity workshopJapanese for AUH students
The University School of

Mass Communication
(USMC) of IP University  in col-
laboration with   Indian Council
of  Social Science Research
(ICSSR) has started a workshop
starting from February 19 on
Research Methodology for Phd
Students in Communication
Studies at the Dwarka campus.

Inaugurating the work-
shop, Professor Anup Singh
Beniwal, Dean , USMC said: “In
a globalised world, the role of
research in an academic insti-
tution is significant for its sus-
tainability and development,
and it is imperative to have

knowledge driven growth based
on innovation. The quest of
knowledge is the pre - requisite
for research.

Dr  Raziff Jamaluddin, fac-
ulty member of  Department of
Hotel Management and
Tourism Science, Malaysia gave
light on role of research in
these fields. Around three dozen
scholars coming from various
universities of the country are
activelty participating in this
workshop. The workshop is
designed to impart knowledge
on research methodology in the
context of  qualitative and quan-
titative  methods.

BA ARCHITECTURE
Manav Rachna

International Institute of
Research and Studies is invit-
ing applications for B.Arch. -
Bachelor of Architecture  pro-
gramme for the session 2019-
20. 

Duration: Five years 
Eligibility: Class XII pass

with atleast 50 per cent aggre-
grate marks. Candidates with
10+3 Diploma (any stream)
recognised by Central/State
Governments with
Mathematics as a compulso-
ry subject and obtained 50 per
cent in aggregate marks can
also apply. International
Baccalaureate Diploma after
ten years of schooling, with
Physics,  Chemistr y and
Mathematics as subject of
examination with 50 per cent
marks and also at least 50 per
cent aggregate marks are also
eligible to apply.

How to apply: Log on to
apply.manavrachna.edu.in.

Last date to apply: April
17, 2019.

BA VISUAL ARTS 
Manav Rachna

International Institute of
Research and Studies is  invit-
ing applications from
Bachelor of Visual Arts pro-
gramme for the session 2019-
20. 

Duration: Four years 
Eligibility: Class XII pass

with at least 50 per cent marks
in aggregate in 5 subjects
including English as compul-
sory subject along with 4 sub-
jects with the highest score
out of the remaining sub-
jects.

How to apply: Log on to
apply.manavrachna.edu.in.

Last date to apply: April
17, 2019.

HOTEL MANAGEMENT
PROGRAMME

Lakshya Bhartee Institute
of International Hotel
Management invites appli-
cants for Under Graduate
Programmes and  Post
Graduates Programmes in

Hot e l
Management. 
Duration: Three years for
BSc , Two years for Msc.  

Eligibility: Class XII pass
from a recognised central/
state board. 

How to apply: Log on to
www.lbiihm.com.

Last date to apply: March
8, 2019. 

DIPLOMA IN HOTEL MAN-
AGEMENT 

Delhi Paramedical and
management Institute (DPMI)
announces the commence-
ment of admissions for its one
year full time Diploma in
Front Office Operations
(DFO), Food & Beverage
(DFB), and House Keeping
(DHK).

Duration: One year. 
Eligibility: Class XII pass

from a recognised board. 
How to apply: Log on to

www.dpmiindia.com.
Last date to apply: March

13, 2019. 

FPM/ E-FP, PROGRAMMES 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Management Institute (IMI)
Delhi,  is inviting admission
application for  its meticu-
lously structured and research
oriented FPM/E-FPM pro-
grams.

The Fellow Programmes
— FPM & Executive Fellow
Programme — E-FPM have
been designed to provide a
holistic and enabling research
eco-system for scholars. The
program structure focuses on
preparing the candidates,
through a rigorous and well-
crafted path that helps them
achieve excellence in career
trajectories.

Last date to apply: March
18, 2019. 

The Civil Services Exams are the
coveted choices in most Indian

families. And when it
comes to preparation for the Civil
Services Exam, aspirants are
always up-heel giving in their
best shot to learning and under-
standing the syllabus and its in-
depth explanations.

But a mere understanding of
the curriculum does never suffice
the purpose of excelling in the
Civil Services Examination. You
must be familiar with the pattern
and style of questions asked in the
actual exams and all the tricks that
will help you eliminate the
chances of negative marking.
There is always a solution to mas-
ter your preparation and for Civil
Services Examination, Mock Tests
are the key! 

With UPSC Prelims Exam
coming up, it is crucial to under-
stand why should you take these

Prelims Mock Tests, at first place?
nUnderstanding & learning the
pattern of UPSC Civil Services
Prelims Exam: Civil Services
Exam, being one of the most
competitive examinations, comes
with a round of speculations
revolving around the examination
pattern, difficulty level of the
questions and others. And being
the most unpredictable exam, stu-
dents must solve as many Test
Series as possible to cover almost
every probable question which can
be asked by UPSC. 
nBoost up the confidence level:
Solving a good number of Mock
Tests help students not only cover
the entire syllabus and important
topics efficiently while under-
standing the pattern, but also
boost up the confidence level to go
for the final quest as the Test Series
are always designed in strict regard
to that of UPSC Civil Services

Exam. 
nAssessing oneself: The team of
experts at Chanakya IAS Academy,
comprehensively designs the Test
Series, each year, in close associ-
ation with successful candidates,
toppers, and retired bureaucrats.
They do so to make sure that no
important point goes missing and
a student gets to answer all the
most relevant questions, which
could be covered in the Civil
Services Examination. Our idea is
to provide students with a fair
chance to assess themselves on
basis of their academic preparation
and mental readiness, as, this is not
just the exam of knowledge, but
mental ability and overall per-
sonality.”Since, assessing oneself for
a highly competitive examina-
tion is must to be done at regular
intervals, Mock Tests are the only
best sources to asses yourself on
the most relevant questions and

topics, which hold high probabil-
ity of being asked in the actual
Civil Services Prelims Exam.
nPractising your way to perfec-
tion: If you look at the trends for
the past ten years, competition has
increased way beyond expecta-
tions and is thus affecting the suc-
cess rate even for the serious can-
didates. Now when you don’t have
an assurance of success, it is obvi-
ous that mastering the syllabus to
the needful depths is the only way
out! Practising this knowledge is
of utmost importance to syn-
chronise your preparation with the
expectations of your examiner.

A series of right mock tests
and regular solving of the same
will help you master this knowl-
edge in all the needful dimensions,
resulting in an improved perfor-
mance for the actual exams! It is
believed that more the encounter
you have with a subject, better are
the chances of remembering its
elements and information.
nMocks are the ultimate confi-
dence booster: Trust and confi-
dence on one’s dedication & efforts
are certain elements that always
compliment the preparation for
exams like the Civil Services
Examination. And what will
increase your confidence more
than perfecting the preparation in
the right way? Mock Tests are an
ultimate confidence booster and
solving multiple tests will also help
you enhance your concentration.

The writer is Founder-Director, Chanakya
IAS Academy

Mock test is the key

With Prelims at the doorstep, it is crucial to boost your confidence to ensure
success. AK MISHRA tells you how In a world where recruiters take mere

seconds to scan through most resumes,
a relevant certification inserted at the
right place, can make your resume
stand out from the rest. 

Certifications tell your prospective
employer that you are prepared for a job
in an all-round manner. They also indi-
cate to your peers that you take your job
role seriously. They act as a signal of your
competency in roles where basic and
practical skills are required for  the evolv-
ing technology industry.  IT certifications
signify that you are well-versed with
practically demonstrable skills and will
take incorporate emerging technologi-
cal scenarios in your accounting.
nFor beginners, a core IT certification,
such as CompTia's A+, that covers all the
pillars of a digital organisation such as
devices, networking, cybersecurity, soft-
ware and operating system, irrespective
of platform, lets people know that you
are skilled enough to troubleshoot
across technologies and is the very first
step to gaining a foothold in the newage
technical support space. With time,
mainstream computer systems will come
to include mobile devices as well. Hence,
Android, iOS along with Linux may be
required knowledge for helpdesks of
tomorrow. 
nFor workforce who have a couple of
year's experience in IT, intermediate IT
certifications in networking (Such as
CompTIA Network+) or cyber securi-
ty certifications (such as CompTIA
Security +) helps prepare them for crit-
ical threats, protection against which is
so important for retaining the compet-
itive edge in today's cutthroat world of
business. Cyber-security certifications in
particular, arm you with the new ver-
sions of  threats and vulnerabilities in the
interconnected world of business. Such

certifications open your eyes to a world
of possibilities with fairly specialised
knowledge of complex systems and
processes. 
nFor seasoned professionals, certifica-
tions on emerging technology or a new
aspect of an established field of practice
lets your employer know that you're
eager and willing to improve, are proac-
tive and ambitious. Almost all the jobs
of near future will concentrate on AI
(Artificial Intelligence), IoT (Internet of
Things) and Cybersecurity.
Cybersecurity for instance as a career
path  Pentest+ and CySA+ help you pre-
pare for critical skills such as VAPT
(Vulnerability Analysis — Penetration
Testing), Cyber forensics and incident
response.
nEmployers, too, are benefitted by their
corporate certification training decision
by providing greater job fulfillment
and satisfaction. Human Resources
(HR) earns points for employee engage-
ment and aids map careers and devel-
opment. However, employers need to
monitor progress of trainings and some
might even have to micro-manage in
order to achieve the desired benefits of

the module.
nFinally, obtaining relevant certifications
show your current and future employ-
ers your quality of continuously wanti-
ng to improve yourself. You must always
be ready to do research before selecting
the right certification that can help you
get the objectives you want. 

After a basic computer IT course
certification, experts recommend that
you work in an IT organisation for at
least nine months, implementing,
installing, maintaining, troubleshooting
and configuring simple to mid-level
complex networks and computer sys-
tems before you move into more spe-
cialised fields such as cyber-security.

Enterprise technology certifications
are incomplete without knowledge of
how complex servers and routers man-
age information, communication,
transmission and encryption.
Certifications are cheaper to get than
full-fledged degrees, offer greater flexi-
bility in terms of both learning content
and outcomes and look good on your
CV too!

The writer is Regional Director, CompTIA India

TIPTOP Certify your way

The healthcare
sector is growing

by leaps and
bounds.

DR PANKAJ
GUPTA talks

about the
opportunities in

the field 

PRADIPTO CHAKRABARTY tells you why one should get certified 

The result of
C o m p a n i e s

Secretaries Foundation
Programme held in
December 2018 is
scheduled to be
declared at 11 am on
Thursday, February 21,
on the institution’s web-
site — www.ici.edu.

The result along
with the subject-wise
break-up of marks will
be available on the web-
site immediately after
the declaration. 

ICSI result
date declared



The greatest problem with communication
is the illusion that it has been
accomplished

— George Bernard Shaw

S
ending messages over WhatsApp and
Facebook Messenger has become
second nature. We get a thought, an

idea or have news and we are quick to send a
message. When we send a message, we may
confuse it with as having communicated. It is
not.

Imagine you send a message to a friend
about the fantastic day you had and why it
was special to you. Yes, you have sent the
message. Yes, your friend has read the

words in the message. But

is it communication or a mere exchange of
information? The text can not transfer your
excitement nor would the friend be able to
appreciate why the day was so special to
you.

This is why even in the era of instant
messages, we are lonelier than ever, and
misunderstandings are increasing. If it is
your birthday, replying to the birthday wishes
seems more like a chore than bringing pure
joy. 

We communicate through much more
ways than just words. Body language, the
tonality of voice, hand gestures all form a
part of the communication. Since childhood,
we learn to read these non-verbal cues. A
toddler who may not be able to talk can still

understand when he is told not to do
something, just by observing the body
language and tone of the voice. We always
read these cues. If you are narrating to your
friend how you had a great vacation, your
voice expresses excitement too. No amount
of emojis can ever transfer happiness, joy or
even anger. 

Understanding the medium and its
limitations can help us to use it in the best
possible manner. WhatsApp or messaging
apps are not great for:

Discussions & Debates

It is difficult for a person to
communicate a complex idea using words
alone. We learn and form our opinions
through a mix of articles and videos. When
our learning is happening through both
verbal and non-verbal communication, it is
natural that we feel limited when trying to
express our complex thoughts solely through
text messages.

Emotional Exchanges
When we are emotionally charged it will

be impossible for us to achieve complete
communication over messages. Be it

happiness, love, sadness or anger.  In such
situations, the choice of words matters a lot.
If both persons are not in the same
emotional state, they may perceive the same
sentence differently. With the tone of voice,
body language missing from the
communication, it is easy to have
misunderstandings when using text for
emotional exchange. WhatsApp or
messaging apps are great for:

Information Exchange/Update
Say you are meeting a friend and you are

running a bit late. All you want to
communicate is the fact that you would be
late by 15 mins. This would be perfect
information to send over a message. Any
information, where the sole purpose is only

to let the other person know about an event,
an update or news.

Sharing Media & Links
You found something interesting on the

internet, and you feel your friend would like it
too? Share it over the message. Messages
are a perfect way to exchange links, photos
or any media.

Staying in touch with an extended circle:
Messaging apps are a great way to create a
sense of staying up to date with people you
don't meet often. So be it an old school
friend or whether you are staying away from
the family, messaging apps can help maintain
a sense of connection.

The writer is Vinayak Garg, Founder of Zest.Md
(India) 
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The University of
Southampton, in collabora-
tion with the UK
Department for
International Development
has announced three
Commonwealth Shared
Scholarships for September
2019 session. These scholar-
ships are available exclusively
to permanent residents of
Commonwealth countries,
including India, who want to
pursue select Masters at the
university. The scholarship
aims to support talented stu-
dents from these countries,
who would not otherwise be
able to study a Masters pro-
gramme in the UK.

It cover full-tuitions fees,
approved airfare from their
home country to the UK and
return at the end of the pro-
gramme, a monthly stipend
of £1,084 for living
allowance and a study travel
grant towards the costs of
study-related travel within
the UK or oversea, as well as
baggage allowance, up to an
annual approved limit, when
returning home. 

The scholarships are
available for nine courses:
MSc Applied Geographical
Information Systems and
Remote Sensing; MSc
Demography; MSc Diabetes
Best Practice; MSc
Education; MSc
Electrochemistry and Battery

Technologies;
MSc Gerontology; MSc

Global Health; MSc
Leadership and Management
in Health and Social Care
and MSc Sustainability. 

Applicants must be con-
sidering submitting a fresh
application to any of the
above mentioned degree
programme stating they wish
to be considered for a
Commonwealth Shared
Scholarship.

Eligibility: Should hold
a first degree of at least
upper second class standard
or a second class degree and
a relevant postgraduate qual-
ification (usually a Master’s
degree). Moreover, the appli-
cant must not have studied
or worked for at least one
academic year in a high
income country. Also, the
applicant must be unable to
afford to study in the UK
without this scholarship. All
the applicants need to
receive an unconditional
offer from the University in
order to be eligible. Before
applying, they also need to
meet the English language
requirements.

How to apply: The stu-
dents are required to com-
plete the Commonwealth
Shared Scholarship applica-
tion through the
Commonwealth Scholarship
Commission’s System:
http://cscuk.dfid.gov.uk/apply
/shared-scholarships/.

Application deadline:
The last date to apply for the
scholarships is March 14,
2019.

I
f you are curious about certain
things like climate and weather
patterns occur or how clouds

are formed, then a career in mete-
orology is ideal for you. Specialists
in this field are called meteorolo-
gists or climatologists or atmos-
pheric scientists. Their main task
is to collect and analyse informa-
tion on atmospheric conditions.
There are number of branches in
which one can specialise. After
bachelor degree in meteorology or
atmospheric science one can pur-
sue a master’s. IITs and a number
of universities are offering cours-
es. These are:
nABV Government Degree
College, Jangaon, Andhara
Pradesh. Course: BSc Meteorology
nOrissa University of
Agriculuture and Tecvhnology,
Bhubaneswar. Courses: BSc
Meteorology and MSc
Meteorology
nShivaji University, Kohlapur,
Maharashtra. Courses: BSc
Meteorology and MSc
Meteorology
nCochin University of Science
and Technology: Department of
Atmospheric Sciences, Kochi.
Course: MSc Meteorology
nAndhra University: College of
Science and Technology,
Vishakapatnam. Course: MSc

Meteorology

STUDY CENTRES CREDIT ANALYST AT ADITYA BIRLA CAPITAL
Location: Delhi
Stipend: `25,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82969
Application deadline: February 27, 2019

MARKETING AT LIMEROAD.COM
Location: Delhi, Gurgaon
Stipend: `5,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82970
Application deadline:
February 26, 2019

HR AT SWIGGY
Location: Delhi
Stipend: `5,000 per
month
Link:
internshala.com/i/82968
Application deadline: February
27, 2019

MEDIA & PUBLIC RELATIONS (PR)
AT PERCEPT
Location: Delhi
Stipend: `2,500 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82971
Application deadline: February
26, 2019

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (SALES) AT
URBANCLAP
Location: Delhi, Gurugram
Stipend: `10,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82972
Application deadline: February 25, 2019

OPERATIONS AT ZIVAME.COM
Location: Bengaluru
Stipend: `15,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82973
Application deadline: February 27, 2019

CONTENT WRITING AT LIMEROAD
Location: Work From Home
Stipend: `5,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/82974
Application deadline: February 23, 2019

C
ongregating the love for
technology and education, TAD
courses set up the online

learning platform with the sole
vision of increasing accessibility in
education thereby elevating itself as
a trustworthy and esteemed global
education centre.

The certified courses are
designed by industry leaders in
order to build and enhance critical
professional skills required in
today’s in-demand fields. The 40-
hour self-paced course provides the
students NASSCOM-accredited
certifications.

The varied courses are divided
into foundation and advance
depending on the differing levels of
knowledge and expertise

I
nternational School Of Design
(INSD) organised a open house
seminar for the students at their

main campus. The seminar was
conducted to teach the skills to the
students which will be helpful for
them to built their career in this
field.  Students from different

institutes showed
their creative work. 

The purpose of
the event was to
announce the newly
launched Study Tour
To Paris programme
where students will

go to Paris for various projects and
learn the intricacies of global
designing and european art n
culture experience to create and
spread awareness about the careers
in design industry for the wave of
aspiring students looking forward
to step in the design industry.

The seminar aimed to inform
the youth about the initiatives of
state government for skill
development. The open house
session also provided information
related to block printing, screen
printing, tie and dye printing, fabric
painting, and embroidery.

The IIIT-Delhi and Tech
Mahindra Growth Factories Limited
have collaborated to offer executive
courses to allow working executives
to upskill themselves as they
advance in their careers. The
Memorandum of Understanding
was signed by Dr Ashok Kumar
Solanki, Registrar IIIT-Delhi and
Vivek Chandok, VP Tech Mahindra
and CEO Tech Mahindra Growth
Factories Ltd.   

Certification courses in AI &

Machine Learning and The Internet
of Things are he first two executive
programme offerings of this
collaboration based on the present
and upcoming market demand.

The collaboration will provide
online interactive platform while
IIIT-Delhi will be responsible for
designing the course content,
modules. The award-winning faculty
of the institute will be delivering the
virtual lectures as a part of the
executive programme offering. 

G
lobal Indian
International
School (GIIS),

Noida, celebrated its
annual day — Imagica
— for the academic
year 2018-19. This
occasion also marked
its entry into 17th year
of excellence in
education. The event
was graced by Dr

Joseph Emmanuel,
Director (Academics),
CBSE Delhi, Manish
Agarwal, Deputy
Secretary RO Officer-
CBSE Delhi and
Regional Officer, Noida
and Biswajit Saha,
Director (Training &
Skill Education), CBSE.

The event was an
interesting

amalgamation of
creativity, craft and
brilliant performances. 

Students also paid
tribute to international
dance forms, where
more than 1000
students’ participated
and over 700 parents
witnessed the two-day
function, along with
the GIIS family.

O
xford University Press (OUP),
has won the Best K-12
Publisher of the Year award at

the 9th Indian Education Awards
2019 for its exemplary work in the
School education sector. The award
was conferred by the Indian
Education Congress on 12th
February, 2019, in the presence of
Suresh Prabhu, Minister of
Commerce and Industry and Civil
Aviation. Yash Mehta, Executive
Director, School Education received
the award on behalf of OUP.

The award is a testament to
OUP’s growing presence in the
school, higher education, academic
and professional learning segments,
where it’s print, digital and integrated
offerings continue to lead the market.

At present, OUP India directly
engages with over 25,000 schools,
hundreds of professional and higher
education institutions.

TAD COURSESOPEN HOUSE SEMINAR FOR STUDENTS AT INSD 

NEW EXECUTIVE PROGRAMMES

ANNUAL DAY FUNCTION AT GIIS

OUP AWARDED

IN BRIEF

In every business, daily journals,
ledgers, bank reconciliation state-
ments, profit & loss statements and

income and balance sheets present an
unbiased picture of the financial posi-
tion of an organisation. They tell the
true position with regard to its liabili-
ties, cash sources, viability of manage-
rial and investor decisions and com-
pliance with taxation and corporate
laws.

Accounting helps a business, ven-
ture or a nation plan, control and exe-
cute their budgets and expenditures,
forecast revenues or turnovers, pur-
chase new assets or take on new lia-
bilities, monitor financial health, take
decisions with regard to personnel hir-
ing or recruitment and regulate growth
in the economy. Considering the vital
importance of accounting work to
trade, commerce and Government, is
it any wonder that accounting jobs
never lose their significance. 

According to payscale.com, the
salary for an accountant, not being a
Chartered Accountant, could be
`4,87,303 a year. There is steady and
assured growth for an accountant over
the progression of the career.
Experience affects accountant salaries
markedly. The highest growth can
take place during the middle to late
career milestones. In a related survey
of those working in accounts on the
same platform, it was found that an
overwhelming 100% gave their pro-
fession 5 out of 5 stars. While women
made up for only 5% of those in the
profession, males made an abnormal-
ly high 80%.

Most accountants become record-
keepers, especially at the entry-level.
However, they are supposed to check
and maintain calculations, create sales
and cash flow reports, administer pay-
rolls, prepare balance sheets, carry out
billing activity, manage budgets and
inventory. At a mid to senior level, they
may also be expected to file taxes or go
through historical reports to create
turnover forecasts. Sometimes, internal
audits may be needed to identify trou-
ble areas in performance. An account-
ing staff must also monitor whether
office personnel are adhering to com-
pany policies and relevant statutes. It
takes skill for the accountant to prepare
management reports. 

Ordinarily, Commerce graduates
with a diploma or certification in spe-
cialised accounting practices may start
working as an accountant. 

Internships as an accountant help
in cementing working knowledge and
adding authority to your resume.
Knowledge of application software
such as Quickbooks, Tally or Microsoft
Excel is indispensable to reconcile
new age imperatives with existing
competencies. Accounting work is sel-
dom understood by solo entrepre-
neurs and small businesses and so the
accountant must be a self-starter.
However, in other organisations, he
may be required to work as part of a
team and collaboration must also be
part of your skillset.

Accountants, today, may require
additional competencies because of the
expansion of digitisation to every
sphere of business. The SAP is one of
the most widely used enterprise appli-
cation programmes being used in
industry and to obtain veracity and
genuineness of training.

Over time, an accountant may
grow into the roles of Finance Manager,
Account Manager, Financial Controller,
Chartered Accountant, Chief Financial
Officer or a Finance Director.

‘Be diligent and

open-minded’ 

Dr Narendra Shyamsukha
Founder-chairman, ICA Edu Skills

There is steady and assured growth for an
accountant over the progression of their
career, says DR NARENDRA SHYAMSUKHA

A well-conceived study plan
and regular mock tests would help
you streamline your preparation to
progressive perfection 

With NTA’s decision to
conduct the JEE Main
exams twice a year from

2019, many aspirants have an
added advantage. The first phase
of the JEE Main 2019 concluded
on January 12. The students who
are not sure of getting a better rank
also has a second chance in April
(April 6-20). Registrations have
already started and will go on till
March 7, 20 19.

The Common Rank List for
JEE Main 2019 will be available in
the first week of May after the dec-
laration of the results of the April
exam. The better of the scores of
candidates who have appeared in
both JEE Main January and April
will be considered for the ranking
purposes while the scores of the
candidates who have appeared for
just one exam will be used as it is.
The common rank lists will denote
the all India and category ranks of
the candidates in addition to the
details of the candidates and marks
obtained. The JEE Main rank will
be the basis for admissions to the
NITs, IIITs and GFTIs

For those who missed out on
the first attempt or want to
improve their ranking to qualify
for JEE Advanced, here is a better
chance to revise their preparations.
Attempting the first Main exam,
should be considered as a mock
test which is helpful in under-

standing the weak areas for
detailed analysis and preparations. 

STRENGTHEN WEAK SUBJECTS
Identify the chapters whose

questions were difficult to solve.
Consult teachers and faculty for
clearing doubts. This not only
helps in clearing the weak con-
cepts, but also helps in managing
the time in all aspects for better
outcomes. Allocate adequate time
to each subject such that due
attention is paid to each topic.
Allocate extra hours every week for
the difficult subjects and doubt

clearing sessions. Discipline is the
key to follow the time table. Keep
one hour in a week for self analy-
sis and correction. A well-con-
ceived study plan and regular
mock tests would help you stream-
line your preparation to progres-
sive perfection. 

UTILISE THE TIME GAP
Board exams and the second

attempt to JEE Main being close-
ly scheduled, preparations for both
these needs to be planned metic-
ulously. However, the challenge
remains about how to focus and go

about it to emerge victorious in
both the exams. This is the phase
when you must not only focus on
scoring good marks, but also per-
fect the art of simultaneous prepa-
ration for two major exams of your
life — Boards and JEE Main.

There are certain sub-topics in
various subjects which generally
get more weightage in the Boards
because the questions are subjec-
tive type. There are also some top-
ics which are part of JEE Main but
not part of the JEE Advanced exam
which some students tend to
ignore during their preparation.
For example, in physics the chap-
ters on electronic devices and
communications systems are part
of JEE Main and the Board exam
but not part of the JEE Advanced
Exam. Students should carefully
study these chapters along with the
questions from the sample papers
so that they can comfortably han-
dle descriptive questions from
these chapters. 

PRACTICE
Though good number of prob-

lem solving is essential but having
it done with the concept clarity
accelerates success as the exam
may not have a fixed pattern.
Though it is good to solve ques-
tions,  but focus more on making
the concepts transparent.

Cracking JEE requires great
strength and hold in analytical
skills with a great emphasis on crit-
ical thinking. It is thus imperative
to understand the application of
the concept as well.

RAMESH BATLISH, FIITJEE expert tells aspirants how to get that perfect score

CHANGE

2nd

GRAB

THE

W H A T T O  D O
● Solve at least 50-60 numerical
questions per day — all subjects:
Physics, Chemistry and Maths.
● Set time limits for each question
— improve your speed while solving
problems
● Start with the challenging areas
first — prepare brief notes on the
hardest sections.
● Categorise your time table — give
a proper time to those topics which
you have missed in the first attempt
of JEE Main (January 19). Work on
your weaker areas effectively and
efficiently. 
● Prioritise by topic — develop your
strategy to prioritise your subjects in
accordance to your requirements.
● Analyse your mistakes and
improve upon them — find out the
points that you often face difficulty
with and which slow you down. Seek

help from Teachers on these points.
● Never quit until you have achieved
your daily target — once you have
solved your daily problems, make
tomorrow's plan.
● Practice logical thinking, analytical
skills and increase your mental
ability — build your solutions step-
by-step with conceptual thinking.
Remove stray thoughts and increase
your mental strength.
● Don't give up. Until the exam
ends — keep up your routine and
resolve to keep trying.
● Use your board exam syllabus —
material from the board exams will
be included on both JEE Main and
JEE Advanced.
● Consult test papers from previous
years — obtain copies of test papers
from the past 10-15 years and solve
the questions.

● Take care on your health — do
not compromise with your health,
have proper food on time and relax.
Keep yourself comfortable all the
time.
● Discard your stress on the results
before the exam — don't be
exhausted by thinking the results
before attempting the paper. Stay
positive with high morale and
imagine yourself as a winner.
● Stay in touch with your
teachers/mentor — always be in
touch with your all teachers, do
discuss your queries/problems with
them, get exam cracking mantra and
tips from them.
● Give yourself proper sleep time —
Have a sound sleep for at least seven
to eight hours daily and wake up
with a fresh mood and positive
attitude.

CRACKING JEE
REQUIRES GREAT
STRENGTH. IT IS

THUS IMPERATIVE
TO UNDERSTAND
THE APPLICATION
OF THE CONCEPT

AS WELL
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NO IMPACT OF HAILSTORM ON WHEAT CROP: OFFICIAL
New Delhi: Recent rains and hailstorm in key growing states have not

affected the wheat crop and the output might cross 100 million tonnes, an
all-time high level, in the current rabi season, a senior government official
said Tuesday.  Sowing of wheat, the main rabi (winter) crop, is almost com-
plete and the acreage under the crop has reached 298.47 lakh hectare till last
week, slightly lower than 299.84 lakh hectare in the year-ago period, accord-
ing to the official data.  Wheat production stood at a record 99.70 million
tonne in the 2017-18 crop year (July-June). “No negative impact of rains on
the wheat crop reported so far. There may be some minor impact in patch-
es. However, the majority of the crop is in good condition,” Indian Council
of Agriculture Research (ICAR) Director General Trilochan Mohapatra told
PTI. The extended winter has been good for the crop as low temperature will
boost the crop growth, he said while cautioning that the crop could be affect-
ed if there are rains or hailstorm in the coming weeks.  "Wheat sowing is com-
plete. The acreage under the crop is slightly lower than the year-ago period,
but we expect higher yields and overall production will definitely cross 100
million tonnes," Mohapatra said. On other rabi crops, the ICAR chief said
that gram (chana) and mustard crops' condition is good. There is a possi-
bility of bumper rabi crop output in 2018-19.  The Centre will soon announce
production estimates for rabi crops of 2018-19.  The government had increased
the minimum support price (MSP) of wheat to Rs 1,840 per quintal from Rs
1,735 per quintal, as part of its decision to fix the support price at least 1.5
times of the production cost. The Food Corporation of India (FCI), the nodal
agency for procurement and distribution of foodgrains, and state agencies
buy wheat from farmers at MSP and the grain is distributed at Rs 2 per kg
to over 80 crore people under the National Food Security Act. 

MARUTI'S COMPACT SUV VITARA BREZZA CROSSES 4-LAKH SALES
MILESTONE

New Delhi: The country's largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki India Tuesday
said its compact SUV Vitara Brezza has crossed the 4 lakh units' sales mile-
stone in less than three years of launch. In the ongoing fiscal, the company
said, the model has grown at an average of 7 per cent with a monthly aver-
age of sales of 14,675 units. “The benchmark success of Vitara Brezza with
over 4 lakh customers in less than three years is a testimony of the customers'
increasing preference towards the refreshed design and innovative features
of the compact SUV," Maruti Suzuki India senior executive director
(Marketing and Sales) R S Kalsi said in a statement. The Vitara Brezza was
launched in March 2016. Out of the total sales of the model so far, MSI said
the automatic gear shift (AGS) variant has accounted for 20 per cent after
its introduction in May 2018.  As on date, the Vitara Brezza commands 44.1
per cent market share in the compact SUV segment, MSI claimed. The seg-
ment stood at around 3 lakh units in April-January period of the ongoing
fiscal. 

Govt relaxes norms for startups 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Giving major relief to bud-
ding entrepreneurs, the

government Tuesday relaxed
the definition of startups, and
allowed them to avail full angel
tax concession on investments
worth up to Rs 25 crore.

Earlier, a startup was
allowed to avail tax concession
only if total investment, includ-
ing funding from angel
investors, did not exceed Rs 10
crore. “Considerations of shares
received by eligible startups for
shares issued or proposed to be
issued by all investors shall be
exempt up to an aggregate limit
of Rs 25 crore,” Commerce and
Industry Minister Suresh
Prabhu said in a series of tweets.

The development assumes
significance as several startups
have claimed to receive angel tax
notices, impacting their busi-
nesses. Various startups have
raised concerns on notices sent
to them under the section
56(2)(viib) of Income Tax Act,
1961, to pay taxes on angel
funds received by them. 

The minister said that a
notification regarding simpli-
fying the process for startups to
get exemptions on investments
under section 56(2)(viib) of
Income Tax Act will be issued
on Tuesday by the Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT).

To provide these tax con-
cessions, the department has
relaxed the definition of star-
tups.

Now “an entity shall be
considered as startup if its
turnover for any of the finan-
cial year, since its incorporation
or registration, has not exceed-
ed `100 crore instead of the
existing `25 crore," he said.

Besides, investments by
listed companies with a net
worth of ̀ 100 crore or turnover
of `250 crore into an eligible
startup would also be exempt-
ed from the Section 56(2)(viib),
beyond the Rs 25 crore limit.

“Considerations of shares
received by eligible startups
for shares issued or proposed to
be issued by all investors shall
be exempt up to an aggregate
limit of `25 crore,” he added.

Also, investments into eli-
gible startups by non-residents,
alternate investment funds -
category I - shall also be exempt
under this section beyond the
limit of `25 crores. Further, an
entrepreneur will also be eligi-
ble for exemption if it is a pri-
vate limited company recog-
nised by the DPIIT, and is not
investing in specified asset
classes. However, for being eli-
gible for exemption under
Section 56(2)(viib), a startup
should not be investing in
immovable property, transport

vehicles above Rs 10 Lakh,
loans and advances, capital
contribution to other entities
and some other assets except in
the ordinary course of its busi-
ness.

To avail these concessions,
eligible startups will only have
to file a duly signed self-decla-
ration with the DPIIT for avail-
ing exemption.

The department would
then transmit these declarations
to Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT). Further, there is
no requirement of making any
application for exemption
under this section and there will
be no case-to-case examination
of startups.

The valuation of shares is
also no more a criterion for
exemption of investments into
eligible startups under Section
56 of Income Tax Act.

Section 56(2)(viib) of the
Income Tax Act provides that
the amount raised by a startup
in excess of its fair market
value would be deemed as
income from other sources and
would be taxed at 30 per cent.

Touted as an anti-abuse
measure, this section was intro-
duced in 2012. It is dubbed as
angel tax due to its impact on
investments made by angel
investors in startup ventures.

Commenting on the move,
Padmaja Ruparel, Co-Founder,
Indian Angel Network (IAN),
said this will unshackle angel
investing and bring in domes-
tic monies for startups.

Investment limit to avail angel tax
concession raised

Employee stress leading concern
for employers in India: Study
PTI n NEW DELHI

Lack of employees' physical activi-
ty and stress are top lifestyle risk

factors identified by employers in
India, according to a study.

Besides, other major concerns are
obesity, followed by poor financial
well-being and tobacco use, said the
India Health and Wellbeing Study by
Willis Towers Watson.

According to the study, combating
employee stress appears to be a key
focus area for employers in India.

“A vast majority, 80 per cent of the
organisations, have taken at least one
action to manage employee stress
and mental health in 2018 and 89 per
cent selected 'identify and manage
stress and behavioural health issues
across the workforce' as a top priori-
ty,” the report by the global advisory,
broking and solutions company said
Tuesday.

The lack of employees physical
activity (62 per cent) and stress (55 per
cent) are the top lifestyle risk factors
identified by employers in India, the
study said.

The other top concerns were obe-
sity (43 per cent), followed by poor
financial wellbeing (27 per cent) and
tobacco use (25 per cent), it added.

According to the study, 66 per cent
employers have already developed or
are developing a stress or mental
health strategy for their employees and
an additional 17 per cent are consid-
ering it for 2021.

The key steps already taken by
organisations to manage employee
stress and mental health include pro-
viding flexible working options (68 per

cent), followed by offering on-site
stress management interventions (46
per cent), promoting the employee
assistance programmes (40 per cent),
offering stress management and
resilience training (38 per cent) and
employee education and training (38
per cent).

“It is immensely encouraging to
observe this increased focus on
employee health and wellness.
However, to translate this into all-
round wellbeing, enhanced produc-
tivity and ultimately improved finan-
cial performance, companies must
develop a coherent and holistic health
and wellness strategy encompassing all
four aspects- physical, emotional,
financial, and family," said Rohit Jain,
head of India, Willis Towers Watson.

“The number of employers recog-
nising the role of family in the over-
all well-being of an employee and in
turn their productivity, is noteworthy.
It is heartening to see that almost one
in four organisations are beginning to
engage the employees family in one
way or another," Jain added.

The study also said although
tobacco use was identified as one of
the top-five lifestyle concerns by 25 per
cent of the companies, only 8 per cent
currently offer tobacco cessation pro-
grammes and additional 15 per cent
are considering that following suite in
2021.

It further said that 44 per cent of
the organisations have taken at least
one action on tobacco use in 2018.

The study was conducted during
June-August 2018 and polled over 100
organisations and senior HR leaders
from multiple sectors. 

Script Open High Low LTP
SUZLON 3.49 3.58 3.42 3.52
JPASSOCIAT 5.01 5.10 4.96 5.01
EMAMILTD 365.90 417.70 358.00 407.60
RCOM 6.29 6.29 5.96 6.02
KSCL 466.00 474.00 399.00 421.45
YESBANK 215.00 217.95 211.30 212.45
RELINFRA 124.45 125.40 121.00 122.20
RELCAPITAL 154.70 154.70 148.75 151.50
DHFL 128.80 130.40 125.25 126.75
IBULHSGFIN 613.50 626.10 610.00 614.50
SBIN 260.50 267.25 260.50 262.50
DIVISLAB 1564.55 1616.00 1525.05 1588.50
RELIANCE 1219.20 1239.70 1211.30 1216.35
ASHOKLEY 80.20 81.20 78.55 79.25
TCS 1971.75 1971.75 1895.00 1904.85
GRAPHITE 414.90 421.95 398.35 403.25
TATAMOTORS 164.80 165.80 161.10 163.50
CGPOWER 28.85 29.40 28.00 28.80
TATASTEEL 468.00 480.55 465.25 471.15
AXISBANK 694.95 705.05 688.65 693.20
ICICIBANK 340.30 350.40 339.85 343.35
DRREDDY 2588.70 2607.50 2507.00 2535.60
DLF 157.80 166.75 157.80 163.55
JETAIRWAYS 233.70 236.70 230.25 231.45
INFY 738.90 739.30 723.00 725.15
PCJEWELLER 67.90 68.85 66.30 67.25
RPOWER 11.55 11.70 10.70 10.85
AMBUJACEM 198.10 202.70 197.20 200.10
HEG 2118.00 2178.35 2078.15 2092.75
ZEEL 436.70 450.50 432.95 446.10
VEDL 148.00 154.30 148.00 153.00
JSLHISAR 77.20 83.30 77.00 79.70
SUNPHARMA 417.85 422.40 413.00 414.35
M&M 625.00 642.00 625.00 632.20

BANKBARODA 99.95 104.15 99.25 102.15
LT 1245.00 1268.00 1245.00 1255.75
STRTECH 219.10 234.70 219.10 231.95
JINDALSTEL 140.80 144.80 139.75 141.25
DISHTV 35.20 35.50 33.65 34.15
PNB 69.10 71.50 69.10 69.90
MARUTI 6849.95 6913.90 6778.40 6805.75
WELCORP 90.45 100.60 90.45 97.70
BANKINDIA 78.75 83.55 78.75 81.15
ITC 274.15 278.75 274.00 275.10
PFC 103.70 108.60 103.65 107.25
JUBLFOOD 1343.90 1368.00 1324.00 1339.35
MINDTREE 878.90 893.20 858.95 887.10
SUNTV 555.00 563.00 537.20 557.55
ADANIPOWER 37.25 39.10 36.65 36.85
ONGC 137.50 140.25 137.50 139.00
RECLTD 119.00 125.95 119.00 124.60
SPICEJET 74.75 77.00 74.10 76.60
BAJFINANCE 2551.25 2605.05 2550.00 2559.30
BHARTIARTL 301.20 313.20 301.05 304.25
JSWSTEEL 263.00 271.50 261.10 266.40
IOC 125.10 128.05 124.95 125.70
SAIL 44.95 46.75 44.30 46.15
GRASIM 703.00 723.35 697.20 716.20
L&TFH 119.05 125.50 119.05 122.70
DBL 464.25 476.00 457.50 460.35
INFRATEL 317.00 328.50 315.25 319.65
NATIONALUM 49.00 51.20 48.70 50.85
TECHM 805.00 808.30 790.00 792.50
WIPRO 373.70 374.90 361.90 366.05
JUBILANT 716.05 755.00 716.05 739.10
HINDPETRO 212.00 217.60 211.80 214.80
BRITANNIA 2907.50 2974.75 2842.55 2875.95
IDEA 30.55 31.20 30.05 30.35
STAR 408.95 412.00 401.35 402.90
MOTHERSUMI 130.00 135.15 129.75 131.30
BOMDYEING 101.70 109.40 101.50 104.85
INDUSINDBK 1512.45 1520.00 1472.10 1482.05
NCC 82.40 83.90 81.00 82.35
CANBK 213.65 221.20 213.65 215.20
IDBI 42.05 44.40 42.05 42.55
RADICO 376.60 384.45 365.10 369.85
AARTIIND 1374.75 1420.00 1310.00 1326.95
TEJASNET 120.00 133.85 115.25 126.85
IBVENTURES 267.50 274.00 256.90 262.20
WOCKPHARMA 390.25 401.50 388.85 392.25
HINDUNILVR 1753.00 1758.95 1730.50 1738.75
OIL 175.00 178.55 174.50 177.35
NTPC 137.80 137.80 132.60 133.40
HAVELLS 685.60 695.85 673.00 677.10
GMRINFRA 14.90 15.80 14.90 15.50
EDELWEISS 135.50 142.70 135.50 141.15
IRB 111.00 115.80 110.40 112.65
VIPIND 410.00 418.85 406.05 408.65

BPCL 327.50 338.70 326.55 334.40
UNIONBANK 68.00 70.55 67.70 68.60
AJANTPHARM 969.25 973.90 945.95 953.10
LTTS 1473.00 1488.90 1412.70 1417.10
HINDALCO 184.50 189.20 184.50 186.50
VENKYS 2060.10 2223.25 2060.10 2102.85
CIPLA 550.00 550.00 536.40 539.20
COALINDIA 215.25 218.85 213.80 214.45
HDFC 1878.85 1883.70 1846.50 1851.25
PRESTIGE 211.00 221.70 208.10 212.75
ESCORTS 628.15 650.40 628.15 636.35
FSL 41.70 42.60 40.95 41.15
ITI 90.00 93.15 89.30 91.85
INDIANB 209.40 219.40 209.40 214.95
OBEROIRLTY 494.85 514.45 479.95 482.65
AUROPHARMA 715.50 721.00 707.25 708.95
BEML 762.50 778.15 750.00 755.75
DMART 1440.00 1454.80 1417.40 1429.40
BIOCON 607.05 620.20 605.90 615.85
TITAN 1030.00 1048.95 1020.00 1029.15
EQUITAS 112.00 112.80 110.40 110.90
LUPIN 772.30 773.55 761.00 763.25
GAIL 317.00 325.70 315.00 319.60
LICHSGFIN 444.05 455.80 442.60 448.60
ASIANPAINT 1376.00 1397.00 1372.00 1378.95
GODREJAGRO 482.85 486.00 477.55 478.45
HDFCBANK 2091.00 2108.70 2078.15 2084.30
TATAELXSI 856.80 862.45 849.10 856.40
TVSMOTOR 474.90 479.90 470.00 473.80
INFIBEAM 37.50 37.85 36.55 36.90
INTELLECT 152.05 157.65 152.05 152.95
SUNTECK 333.35 343.20 332.00 338.35
NIITTECH 1278.00 1290.25 1272.60 1278.50
JISLJALEQS 54.50 55.25 53.75 54.65
APOLLOTYRE 203.10 208.85 201.05 202.50
HEROMOTOCO 2700.00 2715.00 2634.20 2643.15
ORIENTBANK 79.90 83.45 79.90 80.80
MANAPPURAM 105.35 108.50 105.35 106.75
M&MFIN 370.00 380.65 369.90 374.55
PAGEIND 22010.10 22427.05 21207.05 21496.30
GRUH 240.15 249.00 239.90 243.75
EXIDEIND 206.25 208.50 204.70 205.20
GNFC 240.00 248.95 237.95 246.90
SPARC 156.25 161.80 155.55 157.05
RAIN 89.80 93.70 89.00 91.65
UBL 1341.45 1355.05 1331.60 1345.90
CADILAHC 310.00 314.80 310.00 312.35
BEL 75.95 77.00 75.15 75.85
IBREALEST 73.50 73.75 71.60 72.65
KEC 237.50 244.00 236.10 239.25
GLENMARK 579.05 591.85 575.00 579.00
GUJFLUORO 865.35 865.35 852.00 862.30
MMTC 25.30 26.40 25.15 25.55
ABFRL 211.00 217.90 203.60 215.20
SIEMENS 940.00 959.00 933.70 945.45
UJJIVAN 263.90 272.30 263.90 269.45
MCX 654.00 674.00 643.50 664.70
BHEL 61.10 62.75 61.00 62.05
FEDERALBNK 80.50 80.75 79.30 79.40
RBLBANK 546.20 554.80 543.10 545.85
DABUR 422.55 427.45 417.80 420.95
SRTRANSFIN 1006.00 1022.15 998.05 1002.45
BATAINDIA 1268.00 1277.95 1257.15 1260.95
TATAMTRDVR 84.30 86.20 83.95 84.95
IDFCFIRSTB 43.00 43.95 42.85 43.50
NBCC 50.50 51.30 50.10 50.60
BAJAJELEC 434.80 438.95 379.00 432.45
FORCEMOT 1305.60 1344.00 1302.30 1332.05
APOLLOHOSP 1110.00 1145.25 1110.00 1118.55
ACC 1332.00 1365.00 1326.15 1353.80
DELTACORP 227.55 233.50 227.00 228.55
MPHASIS 1035.45 1052.65 1035.45 1044.25
INDIGO 1099.50 1121.00 1091.50 1101.75
PHILIPCARB 139.05 142.60 139.05 140.15
NESTLEIND 10548.95 10719.95 10356.45 10520.10
SREINFRA 25.70 26.75 25.35 26.00
PIDILITIND 1075.00 1092.05 1052.00 1058.85
TAKE 102.60 102.65 98.15 99.90
INOXLEISUR 268.75 282.30 268.75 272.55
JAICORPLTD 87.65 89.55 87.10 87.85
HEXAWARE 352.50 356.10 350.70 353.90
ENGINERSIN 106.50 108.95 106.35 107.15
GODREJCP 661.20 679.15 661.20 669.30
ADANIPORTS 347.00 348.80 337.60 339.70
RCF 51.50 52.20 51.15 51.30
INDIACEM 82.60 84.85 82.40 83.05
NATCOPHARM* 579.50 580.00 565.00 570.35
EIHOTEL 189.05 189.35 183.15 183.95
OMAXE 211.00 211.00 208.70 208.75
BANDHANBNK 467.10 479.40 461.00 475.95
BALKRISIND 818.20 840.55 815.00 816.90
ABCAPITAL 82.00 82.30 80.20 80.45
BHARATFORG 458.00 465.70 452.00 457.90
BLISSGVS 146.85 154.50 145.35 151.40
MAHINDCIE 216.25 223.00 216.00 217.75
ZENSARTECH 205.45 222.60 203.55 214.00
JKTYRE 86.05 86.85 84.55 85.00
BAJAJFINSV 5875.00 6026.50 5875.00 5954.15
TATACHEM 556.50 572.00 556.45 565.05
HDFCLIFE 352.00 354.75 346.25 348.20
PVR 1438.95 1504.95 1433.00 1493.95
ICICIGI 897.00 922.00 895.25 916.95
SHANKARA 467.00 468.95 454.40 468.95
IPCALAB 810.00 815.00 788.00 800.55
RALLIS 148.85 156.40 148.85 152.25
EICHERMOT 20245.00 20420.00 20185.00 20353.70
TRIDENT 59.25 60.70 59.10 59.30
POWERGRID 181.30 182.90 179.00 179.55
KOTAKBANK 1277.95 1287.40 1272.05 1278.05

BAJAJ-AUTO 2795.00 2828.05 2771.55 2782.65
GICHSGFIN 231.45 235.10 227.70 228.55
CONCOR 494.55 497.55 485.40 489.70
HCLTECH 1045.00 1051.25 1036.00 1039.30
PEL 2170.00 2198.00 2151.00 2173.05
TATAPOWER 64.65 67.15 64.65 65.85
VOLTAS 520.80 529.05 516.25 524.25
FCONSUMER 44.75 45.05 43.95 44.55
CEATLTD 1054.70 1071.00 1040.55 1053.50
JUSTDIAL 472.10 478.00 469.00 472.30
CENTURYTEX 716.00 728.75 712.10 715.25
PNCINFRA 135.50 157.00 132.45 143.05
REPCOHOME 310.00 324.00 310.00 315.25
ENDURANCE 1262.35 1349.90 1235.40 1327.95
BBTC 1176.00 1207.00 1176.00 1198.95
AVANTI 320.90 324.30 317.50 319.75
MANPASAND 76.50 79.00 75.05 76.50
COLPAL 1232.00 1258.55 1231.20 1247.05
IGL 285.70 286.85 280.90 282.10
SOUTHBANK 12.90 12.99 12.84 12.88
UPL 820.00 824.55 813.05 815.45
RAYMOND 682.00 694.50 682.00 684.30
HUDCO 37.45 38.65 37.45 38.25
OFSS 3500.00 3628.00 3401.35 3468.90
UFLEX 188.85 194.85 181.00 185.55
CUMMINSIND 665.00 676.55 663.65 667.05
MEGH 50.75 51.60 49.85 50.25
GODREJPROP 710.40 725.00 702.30 705.85
TATAGLOBAL 182.25 188.70 181.80 184.75
GRANULES 87.00 89.95 85.70 87.30
NOCIL 117.20 121.35 117.15 119.20
ALBK 41.15 42.55 40.80 41.60
HSCL 96.00 98.00 94.60 95.35
DCBBANK 171.95 176.40 171.50 173.65
IFCI 11.94 12.13 11.85 11.97
HINDCOPPER 43.25 45.30 43.10 44.25
ULTRACEMCO 3446.80 3504.05 3412.70 3470.50
WHIRLPOOL 1297.10 1335.25 1297.10 1311.70
KTKBANK 110.90 114.30 110.55 112.05
CANFINHOME 249.30 252.50 240.40 242.30
COROMANDEL 447.70 450.95 440.90 447.50
GSFC 86.00 88.70 86.00 87.35
MFSL 390.15 395.15 380.25 385.70
KAJARIACER 496.25 514.40 496.25 508.90
PERSISTENT* 644.60 651.95 638.00 641.40
JSL 30.40 31.40 30.20 30.60
ADANITRANS 218.55 224.95 217.80 219.15
MGL 864.10 877.50 864.05 867.55
CHENNPETRO 205.00 209.20 201.40 202.75
VGUARD 185.00 189.60 185.00 186.80
LINDEINDIA 425.05 436.60 425.00 432.95
TEAMLEASE 2920.00 3201.40 2920.00 3109.55
GODFRYPHLP 876.00 897.45 865.00 876.30
GALAXYSURF 906.15 1070.00 905.25 1017.30
SRF 2185.00 2223.70 2170.05 2178.75
MERCK 3102.50 3115.80 2920.00 2994.30
DEEPAKFERT 116.15 122.85 116.10 119.00
CHOLAFIN 1156.20 1175.60 1152.55 1162.20
COFFEEDAY 276.55 282.85 276.55 280.80
NMDC 92.00 93.40 91.70 92.85
TORNTPOWER 232.60 237.90 232.35 232.95
MUTHOOTFIN 520.15 527.70 516.95 520.30
ICICIPRULI 304.60 305.95 299.75 300.65
GUJALKALI 427.90 432.80 418.00 418.95
VBL 794.00 802.05 784.00 786.75
INDHOTEL 135.20 138.15 134.50 137.40
TATACOMM 502.00 511.00 499.75 508.15
HSIL 215.90 227.90 215.90 221.35
SUVEN 223.20 227.45 220.10 221.55
SHARDACROP 320.40 381.20 320.40 357.85
FORTIS 134.15 135.85 134.10 135.25
HFCL 21.20 21.40 21.05 21.10
JAMNAAUTO 49.30 51.75 49.10 50.15
LTI 1732.20 1752.00 1725.85 1731.85
EIDPARRY 181.70 188.00 181.15 185.25
PETRONET 216.40 218.55 213.45 214.65
MARICO 338.00 339.20 333.65 335.50
AEGISLOG 180.80 182.05 176.00 176.95
IBULISL 221.95 225.65 213.75 215.20
JMFINANCIL 74.00 75.50 73.50 74.30
JSWENERGY 64.50 66.85 64.30 65.75
GREENPLY 129.35 130.50 128.00 129.50
SOBHA 446.20 456.45 438.25 441.40
J&KBANK 38.90 39.30 38.70 38.95
RAJESHEXPO 560.50 574.65 555.00 560.05
SWANENERGY 96.20 99.55 96.10 96.95
CYIENT* 612.75 620.80 605.65 607.70
SYNDIBANK 30.80 31.95 30.80 31.35
NAUKRI 1650.00 1653.00 1600.05 1617.05
HINDZINC 244.40 250.00 243.60 248.00
SONATSOFTW 326.40 336.95 325.50 334.35
BERGEPAINT 285.00 293.05 285.00 290.75
TV18BRDCST 30.85 31.85 30.80 31.55
NETWORK18 32.00 33.25 31.00 33.00
SUPREMEIND 1001.70 1059.00 988.00 1032.85
TATAMETALI 570.50 591.80 558.00 574.05
MINDAIND 275.00 289.00 271.50 286.80
QUESS 635.85 649.30 634.50 640.40
JYOTHYLAB 173.95 178.45 173.60 174.20
WESTLIFE 348.70 351.00 340.00 344.20
IDFC 35.00 35.50 34.70 34.95
DCMSHRIRAM 345.65 356.25 343.80 349.85
KRBL 303.70 318.60 303.70 310.85
FINCABLES 360.00 378.05 360.00 362.40
FRETAIL 434.50 434.50 423.00 425.10
PARAGMILK 198.35 203.90 198.35 202.25
TORNTPHARM 1758.25 1777.20 1757.35 1765.15
GODREJIND 471.85 482.35 471.20 472.95
CASTROLIND 148.15 150.85 147.10 147.85

SCI 34.90 36.35 34.70 35.70
MRF 54424.00 55216.65 53901.45 54320.55
LUXIND 1122.00 1142.65 1096.00 1110.75
WELSPUNIND 47.00 48.65 46.30 47.40
MRPL 62.90 64.00 62.15 63.00
ADANIGREEN 30.70 31.50 30.55 30.70
GHCL 211.05 219.70 209.60 213.00
RNAM 155.00 155.00 149.30 152.05
ABB 1233.25 1253.20 1231.25 1241.90
NHPC 23.35 23.70 23.35 23.40
KEI 308.45 314.90 306.00 309.20
VINATIORGA 1612.00 1622.10 1587.00 1607.90
DENABANK 10.54 11.04 10.51 10.83
NAVKARCORP 38.65 39.60 37.05 37.30
LALPATHLAB 1038.35 1038.75 1014.00 1028.50
CROMPTON 192.00 198.75 192.00 195.20
VIJAYABANK 38.65 40.40 38.35 39.70
THYROCARE 500.05 556.70 500.05 539.40
CARERATING 955.70 960.00 950.00 959.15
AMARAJABAT 739.70 740.80 736.10 737.55
BHARATFIN 946.00 950.80 918.70 925.05
VMART 2439.80 2527.65 2428.75 2456.55
REDINGTON 83.55 84.30 80.15 81.80
BOSCHLTD 17879.55 17879.55 17601.00 17757.45
NAVINFLUOR 599.75 607.95 588.70 601.35
NBVENTURES 100.20 101.95 99.15 101.05
LEMONTREE 73.95 74.30 72.90 73.20
BAJAJHLDNG 3015.30 3121.65 3015.30 3083.15
JINDALSAW 75.40 77.55 75.25 75.85
ASTERDM 157.50 160.00 153.05 159.35
RAMCOCEM 602.20 609.80 599.35 607.00
PNBHOUSING 880.65 889.50 864.70 869.15
TIMETECHNO 84.75 87.25 83.80 84.40
TATAINVEST 835.00 841.70 829.00 834.20
JBCHEPHARM 310.15 323.45 308.65 320.20
SBILIFE 567.00 571.70 561.60 563.80
JKLAKSHMI 300.00 311.00 298.25 310.05
ISEC 199.00 201.00 194.00 195.60
CENTRUM 31.55 32.50 31.10 31.70
PFIZER 2898.70 2967.90 2886.35 2907.45
MOIL 144.10 146.80 142.80 144.60
GSPL 151.10 157.00 151.10 154.45
GESHIP 259.55 270.50 259.50 269.20
SHK 150.05 152.40 140.65 142.85
FINOLEXIND 459.75 462.50 449.00 451.20
SUNDRMFAST 500.00 509.50 496.45 500.15
ESSELPRO 109.15 122.00 105.95 114.80
TRENT 325.20 334.35 324.85 332.30
ASHOKA 109.55 111.70 106.80 108.85
TATACOFFEE 81.10 82.15 81.00 81.65
ADVENZYMES 161.50 161.80 157.40 159.55
GUJGAS 117.00 118.35 116.25 116.75
NILKAMAL 1250.30 1282.85 1236.05 1245.50
GREAVESCOT 117.05 119.25 117.00 118.50
SUPRAJIT 191.00 191.00 182.00 186.10
CHAMBLFERT 161.10 161.60 158.95 159.95
PIIND 885.70 885.70 864.00 873.80
THOMASCOOK 210.40 215.95 209.50 211.00
ALKEM 1850.00 1856.55 1834.50 1843.75
SHILPAMED 343.70 352.00 335.00 341.75
MOTILALOFS 579.75 579.75 569.70 572.10
TIINDIA 344.25 352.85 343.25 347.25
MAHABANK 12.35 12.41 12.16 12.27
AUBANK 575.30 575.30 562.95 565.80
COCHINSHIP 336.00 341.40 333.00 340.15
KANSAINER 434.35 446.05 428.85 430.10
BDL 244.95 252.45 242.05 246.65
MAGMA 85.65 89.80 83.50 89.15
GICRE 216.00 217.50 213.05 215.35
SHREECEM 15201.00 15400.00 15201.00 15344.20
WABAG 270.40 275.50 270.00 272.70
SADBHAV 165.30 169.15 165.00 166.20
BAJAJCON 346.05 353.00 346.05 347.30
LAKSHVILAS 56.70 56.70 55.35 55.85
ALLCARGO 100.05 103.15 100.05 101.10
SCHNEIDER 83.15 87.30 83.15 86.95
EVEREADY 202.00 203.90 198.00 199.85
HERITGFOOD 436.45 464.45 434.70 442.50
BASF 1225.30 1244.50 1200.00 1201.55
HEIDELBERG 148.60 151.85 147.95 149.15
DEEPAKNI 215.20 218.00 213.35 214.65
THERMAX 962.70 984.65 962.70 970.75
HAL 623.00 625.00 612.15 617.80
TTKPRESTIG 7840.00 7910.60 7762.70 7814.65
BLUESTARCO 564.55 579.50 560.30 567.10
CUB 178.80 180.20 178.00 178.35

GAYAPROJ 150.50 155.00 146.20 150.00
PTC 73.85 74.75 73.40 74.05
PRSMJOHNSN 71.60 71.60 68.00 68.20
CENTRALBK 28.65 28.95 28.40 28.65
ITDCEM 101.65 103.15 100.00 100.25
IFBIND 764.95 781.40 727.50 739.70
DBCORP 177.50 181.95 176.10 178.30
AIAENG 1634.15 1658.90 1625.00 1642.55
GLAXO 1339.00 1362.30 1336.00 1346.70
MONSANTO 2597.00 2675.00 2552.00 2653.90
BALMLAWRIE 162.60 167.30 161.00 165.50
TVTODAY 340.00 340.00 318.05 325.15
INOXWIND 61.60 63.40 60.50 60.95
APLAPOLLO 1082.00 1121.00 1082.00 1109.20
APLLTD 550.30 550.45 537.40 538.60
NLCINDIA 62.30 63.60 61.70 62.10
ASTRAZEN 1758.95 1777.70 1740.00 1747.30
VTL 979.00 989.60 958.20 977.05
LAXMIMACH 5309.00 5469.90 5309.00 5420.50
TNPL 190.20 196.25 189.60 190.65
UCOBANK 16.90 17.30 16.75 17.10
IEX 161.25 164.45 161.25 164.10
SYNGENE 598.95 598.95 591.70 594.00
GSKCONS 7280.00 7340.00 7265.20 7282.70
PHOENIXLTD 576.45 602.00 570.25 596.65
ABBOTINDIA 7350.00 7371.75 7226.00 7260.95
SANOFI 5949.25 6042.40 5860.00 5928.20
ASTRAL 1107.20 1121.50 1105.85 1115.60
SKFINDIA 1989.25 1992.00 1955.95 1968.00
CENTURYPLY 162.40 164.00 160.00 160.65
IOB 12.15 12.52 12.05 12.46
MINDACORP 125.45 131.50 125.45 128.50
HATSUN 660.05 669.00 660.00 660.00
GPPL 78.85 80.00 78.85 79.40
FDC 151.10 154.95 148.20 151.15
JKCEMENT 710.25 712.60 690.35 697.90
DCAL 187.00 188.50 186.30 187.15
NH 187.50 199.90 187.50 198.90
ANDHRABANK 23.20 23.60 23.05 23.40
BIRLACORPN 442.40 455.30 442.40 448.50
GRINDWELL 512.00 524.80 511.00 513.15
SJVN 24.75 24.95 24.50 24.55
CORPBANK 24.25 24.75 24.20 24.45
CAPPL 331.00 334.60 322.20 324.75
KNRCON 206.35 206.80 200.60 202.80
MHRIL 188.25 188.60 185.10 186.20
SHOPERSTOP 519.00 519.00 490.00 494.05
DHANUKA 389.00 390.90 380.00 382.25
CRISIL 1566.80 1578.00 1530.00 1572.30
NESCO 433.55 437.00 428.00 429.70
MAHLOG 438.80 449.15 432.00 435.10
KALPATPOWR 332.00 333.25 327.40 331.60
FORBESCO 1829.10 1892.95 1829.10 1843.00
ATUL 3371.55 3454.40 3371.55 3402.10
SYMPHONY 1185.00 1193.00 1160.05 1173.05
GET&D 281.85 284.05 276.00 277.80
RELAXO 750.80 757.85 750.00 750.25
MAHLIFE 378.70 386.00 370.00 372.55
3MINDIA 22058.75 22250.00 21810.05 21877.90
AKZOINDIA 1651.00 1663.00 1630.10 1647.00
SOMANYCERA 307.80 315.00 305.15 310.55
GILLETTE 6428.00 6499.60 6388.00 6462.20
SCHAEFFLER 5282.25 5283.50 5205.35 5260.60
CCL 263.55 269.65 262.85 264.05
GULFOILLUB 850.00 880.00 849.75 869.05
HIMATSEIDE 165.80 168.00 161.25 166.00
CARBORUNIV 347.10 349.55 345.00 346.40
FLFL 428.15 430.90 421.00 425.20
JAGRAN 94.80 94.95 93.00 93.80
BAYERCROP 4287.90 4372.00 4287.90 4309.40
GDL 100.00 100.05 98.35 99.15
ECLERX 1001.25 1002.40 987.00 989.70
PGHH 9876.20 9990.25 9876.20 9920.90
ISGEC 5039.90 5039.90 4851.00 4853.10
GMDCLTD 73.30 75.45 73.20 74.75
TIMKEN 514.15 532.00 508.70 518.10
SUDARSCHEM 309.10 314.05 309.10 310.40
CERA 2190.15 2190.15 2151.00 2158.65
ITDC 244.10 251.95 244.05 245.70
ZYDUSWELL 1263.60 1264.95 1240.00 1252.35
KIOCL 124.00 126.00 116.90 123.40
ASAHIINDIA 253.00 253.00 250.00 250.20
TVSSRICHAK 2224.00 2260.15 2206.00 2247.20
SOLARINDS 939.00 959.40 937.00 946.25
MAXINDIA 76.70 76.95 75.00 76.35
NIACL 171.50 171.50 169.00 170.00
ERIS 615.85 623.15 615.80 616.95
RATNAMANI 850.70 868.05 850.70 860.75
KPRMILL 531.00 535.00 526.95 533.50
WABCOINDIA 5881.90 5928.15 5881.90 5898.95
ORIENTCEM 67.00 67.85 65.05 65.50
ELGIEQUIP 241.70 244.40 239.45 243.10
INDOSTAR 319.15 324.20 315.00 317.90
LAOPALA 202.35 202.35 195.70 198.10
NAVNETEDUL 103.05 103.25 101.55 101.55
SUNCLAYLTD 2350.00 2378.00 2327.00 2339.60
GEPIL 760.05 769.95 750.10 757.15
BLUEDART 3110.65 3110.65 2970.10 3009.75
STARCEMENT 97.30 99.00 96.90 98.90
APARINDS 618.25 627.30 615.05 622.65
HONAUT 21652.65 21652.65 21451.00 21482.65
LAURUSLABS 328.20 334.30 328.20 331.55
SUPPETRO 204.80 207.10 202.00 205.00
JCHAC 1724.35 1737.00 1682.05 1719.00
SFL 1318.00 1345.00 1291.05 1291.05
SHRIRAMCIT 1521.70 1535.40 1515.70 1535.25
TIFHL 430.20 440.00 430.00 436.45
TRITURBINE 100.45 102.90 100.10 101.40
SIS 761.50 762.45 750.00 750.00

NIFTY 50

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 10636.70 10722.85 10585.65 10604.35 -36.60
VEDL 148.10 154.40 147.85 152.95 4.95
GRASIM 702.50 724.00 697.20 721.00 21.15
BPCL 326.00 338.80 325.55 336.75 9.00
ZEEL 440.00 451.00 433.00 448.00 9.05
JSWSTEEL 262.60 271.75 261.00 266.55 4.65
LT 1245.00 1270.00 1245.00 1263.90 19.40
M&M 627.00 642.00 625.25 634.25 9.55
ONGC 137.20 140.35 137.20 139.05 1.95
BAJAJFINSV 5886.50 6030.00 5862.35 5960.00 74.85
TATAMOTORS 164.00 165.95 161.55 164.90 2.00
EICHERMOT 20200.00 20464.55 20121.00 20399.05 243.85
ICICIBANK 339.10 350.40 339.10 342.70 3.95
HINDALCO 185.10 189.25 184.10 186.60 2.05
SBIN 260.90 267.50 260.30 262.75 2.80
TATASTEEL 465.40 480.60 465.40 469.95 4.40
ULTRACEMCO 3410.15 3504.95 3410.15 3460.00 30.75
GAIL 317.00 325.75 316.45 320.15 2.70
HINDPETRO 211.55 217.70 211.55 214.40 1.75
INFRATEL 315.00 324.85 315.00 319.40 2.35
BHARTIARTL 303.90 313.50 301.55 304.60 2.05
BAJFINANCE 2551.00 2606.95 2545.00 2565.00 15.55
IOC 125.00 128.15 125.00 125.60 0.65
ITC 274.00 279.20 274.00 275.95 1.25
KOTAKBANK 1277.00 1285.25 1271.85 1279.25 2.20
TITAN 1030.45 1049.80 1025.30 1028.85 1.50
ASIANPAINT 1372.05 1396.95 1371.00 1380.00 -0.05
YESBANK 215.10 218.10 211.55 213.50 -0.05
AXISBANK 693.30 705.40 689.65 691.70 -1.60
SUNPHARMA 417.15 422.40 412.35 413.70 -0.95
HCLTECH 1048.00 1051.20 1036.35 1043.55 -2.75
COALINDIA 215.25 218.95 213.55 214.60 -0.55
HDFCBANK 2089.70 2108.15 2078.20 2083.45 -6.45
CIPLA 544.80 545.00 536.75 539.45 -1.70
RELIANCE 1218.00 1239.70 1211.20 1215.60 -4.50
MARUTI 6855.00 6915.90 6771.00 6815.00 -27.70
BAJAJ-AUTO 2801.00 2825.00 2777.50 2779.30 -14.20
UPL 821.00 824.45 812.00 817.50 -4.35
HINDUNILVR 1750.00 1759.60 1730.45 1740.70 -11.20
POWERGRID 180.25 183.00 178.90 179.05 -1.70
DRREDDY 2583.95 2610.00 2505.10 2537.00 -28.55
HDFC 1870.00 1888.50 1844.25 1849.25 -25.60
TECHM 807.00 809.00 788.85 792.35 -11.10
IBULHSGFIN 617.00 626.60 609.25 614.90 -8.60
HEROMOTOCO 2687.00 2713.20 2628.90 2636.90 -46.65
INFY 739.10 740.55 721.30 724.00 -17.05
NTPC 137.10 137.90 132.45 134.10 -3.35
ADANIPORTS 347.50 348.50 337.55 338.65 -8.65
INDUSINDBK 1512.00 1520.90 1471.10 1474.70 -42.30
TCS 1970.00 1971.00 1892.00 1907.60 -62.70
WIPRO 372.55 375.40 362.20 363.35 -12.25

SE 500B

NIFTY NEXT 50

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 25310.65 25556.90 25307.10 25337.50 41.05
DLF 157.90 166.90 157.60 162.90 6.90
SAIL 44.65 46.80 44.55 46.25 1.80
BANKBARODA 99.80 104.30 99.30 102.35 3.20
SUNTV 545.00 563.45 537.20 557.60 12.10
OIL 174.80 178.60 174.30 177.55 3.80
HINDZINC 243.60 250.50 243.20 249.00 4.70
COLPAL 1230.00 1259.50 1230.00 1253.80 22.35
MOTHERSUMI 130.00 135.20 129.70 131.95 2.25
GODREJCP 661.15 679.25 661.15 670.00 11.35
BHEL 61.10 62.80 61.10 62.15 1.00
ICICIGI 900.00 924.00 896.00 915.00 13.30
ABB 1230.00 1256.05 1225.10 1246.60 18.10
ACC 1330.00 1366.00 1329.00 1351.00 19.30
BIOCON 608.40 620.70 605.20 613.35 7.50
BANDHANBNK 466.00 479.80 458.00 473.75 5.40
BEL 75.50 77.00 75.15 76.10 0.80
AMBUJACEM 198.60 202.80 196.65 199.95 1.95
LICHSGFIN 443.90 455.80 443.50 447.75 3.85
MCDOWELL-N 505.25 522.00 505.25 513.70 4.35
NMDC 92.05 93.45 91.65 92.65 0.50
SHREECEM 15369.95 15431.05 15179.25 15335.00 62.90
L&TFH 122.15 125.55 121.90 122.40 0.50
GICRE 215.15 218.80 213.30 216.35 0.80
BOSCHLTD 17770.00 17910.55 17564.25 17780.00 62.95
PGHH 9849.95 9990.00 9835.70 9855.00 33.40
SRTRANSFIN 1004.00 1023.20 996.25 1006.00 3.10
ASHOKLEY 80.00 81.20 78.50 79.25 0.05
SIEMENS 939.25 959.90 935.70 944.25 0.15
NHPC 23.40 23.75 23.40 23.40 0.00
CADILAHC 312.00 315.10 310.50 311.80 0.00
PEL 2185.95 2199.85 2164.05 2174.55 -2.20
DABUR 420.00 427.40 417.70 421.20 -1.15
INDIGO 1096.10 1122.95 1091.50 1102.50 -3.65
DMART 1440.00 1457.90 1420.00 1431.00 -5.05
MRF 54480.15 55403.95 53858.35 54152.00 -308.15
PETRONET 215.55 218.80 214.20 214.30 -1.25
CONCOR 488.00 498.30 484.90 488.55 -4.95
HDFCLIFE 351.70 354.00 346.05 347.00 -3.60
MARICO 337.90 339.25 333.50 334.90 -3.65
BRITANNIA 2910.20 2975.95 2851.00 2880.00 -31.70
LUPIN 776.00 776.00 761.10 762.20 -8.70
SBILIFE 573.65 573.65 560.90 561.05 -6.40
ABCAPITAL 81.30 82.35 80.30 80.55 -0.95
NIACL 170.70 171.40 169.10 169.30 -2.15
IDEA 30.45 31.20 29.85 30.25 -0.40
ICICIPRULI 303.00 306.35 299.00 299.50 -4.00
AUROPHARMA 717.50 721.35 706.00 706.80 -9.95
HAVELLS 686.00 695.60 672.40 674.35 -12.25
OFSS 3521.50 3535.15 3469.85 3470.80 -64.30
PIDILITIND 1079.90 1093.00 1052.15 1055.80 -23.95
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16 STATES SUE TRUMP

PTI n WASHINGTON

Sixteen US States have sued
US President Donald Trump

over his plan to declare a
national emergency to get fund-
ing for his controversial wall
along the border with Mexico,
saying he has veered the coun-
try toward a constitutional cri-
sis of his own making. 

The lawsuit came after
Trump on Friday declared that
he would spend billions of dol-
lars more on border barriers
than Congress had granted
him. The National Emergencies
Act allows the President to
declare a national emergency
and unlock a stash of funds by
invoking certain statutory
authority.   

The coalition of 16 states in
their lawsuit alleged that the
Trump administration’s emer-
gency declaration and diversion
of funds is unconstitutional
and otherwise unlawful. 

The states include
California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii,
Illinois, Maine, Maryland,

Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada,
New Jersey, New Mexico, New
York, Oregon and Virginia.

The suit, filed in Federal
District Court in San Francisco,
argues that the president does
not have the power to divert
funds for constructing a wall
along the Mexican border
because it is Congress that
controls spending.

“President Trump has
veered the country toward a
constitutional crisis of his own
making. For years, President
Trump has repeatedly stated his
intention to build a wall across
the United States-Mexico bor-
der,” reads the suit.

The dispute stems from
steps Trump said he would
take after lawmakers granted
him only USD 1.375 billion for
new border barriers, legislation
he signed last week to avoid
another government shutdown.
The fund is far short of the USD
5.7 billion Trump had initially
requested.  

Trump asserted the power
to tap three additional pots of
money on his own: USD 600

million from a Treasury
Department asset forfeiture
fund for law enforcement pri-
orities; about USD 2.5 billion
from a military antidrug
account, most of which would
first be siphoned from other
military programs the Pentagon
has yet to identify, and USD 3.6
billion in military construction
funds he said he could redirect
by invoking an emergency-
powers statute.

Trump declared the nation-
al emergency to fulfil his 2016
presidential campaign promise
to “build a wall” on the US-
Mexico border, which he calls
“a major entry point for crim-
inals, gang members, and illic-
it narcotics”.

The lawsuit file on Monday
seeks to block the Trump
administration’s emergency
declaration, the unauthorised
construction of the border wall,
and any illegal diversion of
Congressionally-appropriated
funds, a media release said.

The states allege that the
Trump administration’s action
exceeds the power of the exec-

utive office, violates the US
Constitution and federal
statutes, and would illegally
and unconstitutionally divert
federal funds appropriated by
Congress for other purposes.

The lawsuit seeks declara-
tory and injunctive relief to
block the emergency declara-
tion, the construction of the
wall, and any illegal diversion of
congressionally-appropriated
funds.

White House officials said
they believe they can unlock an
additional USD 6.6 billion
through the emergency decla-
ration and other budget maneu-
vers. The White House believes
the money would allow the
administration to build at least
234 miles of the border wall.

“President Trump is man-
ufacturing a crisis and declar-
ing a made-up ‘national emer-
gency’ in order to seize power
and undermine the
Constitution,” said California
Governor Gavin Newsom.

“This ‘emergency’ is a
national disgrace. Rather than
focusing on fighting the real

vulnerabilities facing
Americans, the President is
using the powers of America’s
highest office to fan the flames
of nativism and xenophobia.
Our message to the White
House is clear: California will
not be part of this political the-
ater. We will see you in court,”
he said.

President Trump treats the
rule of law with utter contempt,
charged California Attorney
general Xavier Becerra.

“He knows there is no bor-
der crisis, he knows his emer-
gency declaration is unwar-
ranted, and he admits that he
will likely lose this case in
court. He is willing to manip-
ulate the Office of the
Presidency to engage in uncon-
stitutional theatre performed to
convince his audience that he is
committed to his ‘beautiful’
border wall,” he said.

The complaint alleges that
the Trump administration’s
action declaring a national
emergency due to a purported
border crisis is unlawful and
unconstitutional. “President

Trump’s hyped crisis is a pretext
to justify redirecting congres-
sionally-appropriated funds to
pay to build a wall along the
southern border after he failed
to get Congress — or Mexico —
to pay for it. The facts do not
support President Trump’s
rhetoric or his declaration,” a
media release said.

“Unlawful southern border
entries are at their lowest point
in 20 years, immigrants are less

Protest to stop him from using national emergency to build border wall

likely than native-born citi-
zens to commit crimes, and ille-
gal drugs are more likely to
come through official ports of
entry. There is no credible evi-
dence to suggest that a border
wall would decrease crime
rates,” it said.   

National emergencies can
last for one year and then ter-
minate, unless the president
renews the declaration 90 days
prior, said Robert Chesney,

who served in the Justice
Department and teaches at the
University of Texas at Austin
School of Law. Every six
months, Congress can consid-
er whether to put forward a
joint resolution to terminate the
emergency.

According to the Brennan
Center, there have been 58
national emergencies between
1978 and 2018. Of those, 31 are
still in effect today.

Pak seeks UN intervention 

to ease ties with India

PTI n ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has sought the UN’s
urgent intervention to

“defuse tensions” with India,
the Foreign Office said
Tuesday, following one of the
worst terror attacks in Jammu
and Kashmir in which 40
Indian soldiers were killed.

On February 14, at least 40
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) personnel were killed
in Kashmir’s Pulwama district
in a suicide attack claimed by
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammad terror group.

The attack has heightened
bilateral tensions with both
New Delhi and Islamabad call-
ing back their envoys.

Pakistan Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi sent
a letter to UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres on
Monday, seeking his help to
reduce the tensions between
the two countries, Pakistan
Foreign Office said.

“It is with a sense of
urgency that I draw your atten-

tion to the deteriorating secu-
rity situation in our region
resulting from the threat of use
of force against Pakistan by
India,” Qureshi wrote in the let-
ter.

India has rejected any third
party intervention in the
Kashmir issue and has main-
tained that all outstanding mat-
ters in Indo-Pak ties should be
resolved bilaterally.

Qureshi, in his letter, said
the Pulwama attack on Indian
CRPF soldiers was ostensibly
and even by Indian accounts
carried out by a Kashmiri res-

ident.
He said attributing the

attack to Pakistan even before
investigations was absurd.

He alleged that for domes-
tic political reasons, India
deliberately ratcheted up its
hostile rhetoric against Pakistan
and created a tense environ-
ment.

Qureshi wrote that India
has also hinted that it may
abandon the Indus Waters
Treaty, asserting that it would
be a grievous error.

“It is imperative to take
steps for de-escalation. The

United Nations must step in to
defuse tensions,” Qureshi said.

He said India must be
asked to conduct an open and
credible investigation in the ter-
ror attack.

“You may also consider
asking India to refrain from
further escalating the situation
and enter into dialogue with
Pakistan and the Kashmiris to
calm the situation down,” he
wrote. The foreign minister
requested that the letter should
be circulated to members of the
Security Council and General
Assembly.

Pakistan has repeatedly
asked the UN to intervene in
Kashmir. Former Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
had also sought the US’ inter-
vention, saying America was
the “most relevant” party to get
involved in Kashmir issue.

The US, however, has time
and again reiterated that it is for
India and Pakistan to discuss
and decide on the pace and
scope of their bilateral rela-
tionship.

Pak civil, military leaders to meet
for easing tension with India 
PTI n ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s civil and military
leadership is expected to

meet this week to discuss the
increasing tensions with India
following one of the worst ter-
ror attacks in Jammu and
Kashmir in which over 40
Indian soldiers were killed,
according to a media report on
Tuesday.

On February 14, 40 Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
personnel were killed in
Kashmir’s Pulwama district in
a suicide attack claimed by
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammad terror group.

The attack has heightened
bilateral tensions with both
New Delhi and Islamabad call-
ing back their envoys.

The Express Tribune
reported that the Pakistani
envoy would brief the civil
and military leadership about
the current situation in India.

The high-powered
National Security Committee
(NSC), the highest decision-
making forum on national
security and foreign policy, is

likely to meet this week. The
meeting would be presided
over by Prime Minister Imran
Khan and attended by key fed-
eral ministers as well as the ser-
vices chiefs, the report said. 

The high-level meeting,
according to sources, would

review the situation arising
after the Pulwama attack.

On Monday, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi once
again said the country would
take action against the perpe-
trators of the Pulwama attack,
adding that the time for talks

was over.
Pakistan has strongly

rejected India’s allegations and
said that the JeM remains a
proscribed entity in Pakistan
since 2002 and the country was
implementing its obligations on
sanctions implementation.

Pakistan is out of financial crisis,
claims central bank governor
PTI n ISLAMABAD

Pakistan has come out of the financial cri-
sis with the help of friendly countries and

the economy has been set on the right path,
the governor of the cash-strapped country’s
central bank has claimed. 

Governor of the State Bank of Pakistan
Tariq Bajwa’s remarks coincided with the
announcement by Saudi Arabia that it would
invest USD 20 billion in Pakistan under var-
ious projects.

Bawja told an audience at a private uni-
versity in Lahore on Monday that uncertain-
ty in the economy had ended, while the gov-
ernment was on the right path and it was capa-
ble of meeting all economic challenges, Dawn

reported.
The governor spoke about the current

account deficit, which had hit the economy
badly during the current financial year.

The current account deficit was the real
cause of concern for the new government head-
ed by Prime Minister Imran Khan. Khan vis-
ited friendly countries like China, Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Malaysia and Turkey to seek
investment and managed to get financial help
to bridge the external deficit.

Bajwa said a plan had been prepared to
eliminate the current account deficit. He said
the deficit was the biggest hurdle for the coun-
try and the government was still negotiating
with the International Monetary Fund for a
package to minimise it.

Indian-American couple dead
in apparent murder-suicide
PTI n HOUSTON

An Indian-American couple
was found dead in their

home in an apparent murder-
suicide at an affluent suburb in
the US state of Texas, police
said. 

Police officers were called
to the house in Sugar Land on
Monday around 6 am.

They found the bodies of
Sreenivas Nakirekanti, 51, and
his wife, 46-year-old Shanti
Nakirekanti at the scene.

They said Shanti was found
with a gunshot wound to her
head in the driveway of the
home on Pendergrass and
Sheffield Court.

Sreenivas was found in the
bedroom with a gunshot
wound to the chest and a small
handgun nearby, police said. 

Police said a preliminary
investigation indicates
Sreenivas shot and killed Shanti
and then turned the gun on

himself.
According to the authori-

ties a 16-year-old girl was
asleep in the home at the time
of the shooting. She answered
the door for police when they
arrived and told them her dad
was not coming out of the bed-
room.

She was not injured. The
daughter is now in the care and
custody of friends, Sugar Land
city spokesman Doug Adolph
said.

Friends said the couple
also has a 21-year-old son who
attends the University of Texas.   

“The two fatalities fits the
scenario of a murder-suicide.
This case is still under investi-
gation,” said the Sugar Land
Police Department (SLDP) in
a press statement. 

“There is no danger to
residents and SLPD is not
looking for any suspects,” it
noted.

Police told local press there

was no history of domestic vio-
lence. Friends of the couple told
local media they had received
an email from Sreenivas that
day, but police had asked them
not to share the content of the
note.

People close to the couple
said Sreenivas was a director at
an energy company in Houston
and Shanti was a computer
programmer, and they didn’t
know of any problems between
the two.

“He’s one of the best friends
for a lot of people, and his wife
is known to a lot of people here
in the community. They’re also
involved in some charitable
organizations. We are really
shocked. What went on inside,
we don’t know, so we’re trying
to get more details from the
police once they complete their
investigation,” said a longtime
friend at the scene. 

The murder-suicide is
under investigation.

Indian-Americans across US mourn Pulwama terror attack victims
PTI n WASHINGTON

Hundreds of Indian-
Americans gathered in

various US cities to mourn the
killing of 40 Indian soldiers in
the Pulwama terror attack and
demanded that perpetrators
of one of the worst suicide
bombings be brought to justice.

At least 40 Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) personnel
were killed on February 14 in
Jammu Kashmir’s Pulwama
district in a  suicide attack
claimed by Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) ter-
ror group.

The attack has heightened
bilateral tensions with both
New Delhi and Islamabad call-

ing back their envoys.
Expressing their outrage,

hundreds of Indian-Americans
gathered at the 9/11 memori-
al on the outskirts of Chicago
on Sunday and urged that all
nations need to stand togeth-
er with India and the US in
their fight against those carry-
ing out such “heinous crimes”.

In a joint resolution read
out on the occasion, the par-
ticipants held peaceful candle
light protest in Naperville,
Illinois and called upon
Pakistan to “end immediately”
support to all terrorist groups
operating from its soil.

“We mourn the loss of 40
Indian security personnel at the
hands of terrorists. This was an

act of terror, an act of pure evil.
We must be firm in the face of
evil and terror,” said Indian-
American Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi in his address.

“The threat of terrorism is
not stronger than either the will
of the Indian people, the
American people or the people
of the world. Our will is
stronger. We will deal firmly
with terrorism. We will deal
firmly with sponsors of terror-
ism. In this year of the 150th
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi, we will continue to be
people of nonviolence, peace
and we will continue to open
our arms to those who seek to
engage with us peacefully,” he
said.

“We will defend ourselves,
but we will not change our own
character,” Krishnamoorthi
said. Similar events were held
in Washington DC, New York,
New Jersey, Silicon Valley, Los
Angeles, Detroit, Tampa,
Houston, and Phoenix.

Participants of the candle
light protest urged the Indian
government “to take steps to
severely punish” the JeM and
other terrorist organisations.

Expressing solidarity with
people of India and with the
government, the diaspora
demanded that the UN desig-
nate JeM chief Masood Azhar
a global terrorist.

Today the Indian commu-
nity is grieving for those who

have been killed and wounded
in this inhuman attack, said
Krishna Bansal, one of the
organisers.

The Naperville event was
organised by the Indian
Community Outreach
Organization.

As many as four events
have been organised in and
around Chicago area, which
has one of the largest concen-
trations of Indian-Americans
in the US.

Later this week, the Indian-
American community has
organised a peaceful protest
outside Pakistani and Chinese
communities in Chicago.
Similar events were reported
from other cities of the coun-

try.
Indian students in the

University of Maryland in a
statement said that they
“strongly condemn this das-
tardly attack and mourn the
loss of life and extend our
heartfelt condolences to the
victims’ families and people of
India”. As a mark of solidarity
and respect to the slain soldiers,
various student organisations
in the university have come
together to organise a silent
candle light vigil on February
21.

Several temples in the
Greater Washington Area held
prayer meetings for the victims
of the Pulwama terrorist attack.

Scores of Indian-

Americans gathered in front of
the US Capitol Sunday morn-
ing in support of India and to
express their outrage at the
continuing support to terrorist
groups by Pakistan.

“We gathered on the lawns
of Capitol Hill to offer our
Shraddhanjali to martyred
Heroes of Pulwama Terrorist
Attack,” said Adapa Prasad
from the Overseas Friends of
BJP-USA.

“The Indian Diaspora has
profusely thanked President
Trump’s and his administra-
tion’s unequivocal stand against
terrorism which is emanating
from Pakistan. The communi-
ty also expressed gratitude and
thanked the National Security

Advisor John Bolton’s state-
ment on Indian’s right to self-
defense and help India in these
difficult times,” said Krishna
Reddy of the Overseas Friends
of BJP-USA.

Jagdish Sewhani, President
of The American India Public
Affairs Committee, said it was
time the Indian government
gave a “befitting reply” to
Pakistan for aiding and shield-
ing terror groups.

“This is not an act of ter-
rorism but an act of war. Time
has come to take decisive
action against the perpetrators
of this heinous crime against
humanity,” he said, asking the
US to declare Pakistan a “State
sponsor of terrorism”.

Kim Hyok Chol (right) North Korea's special representative for US affairs, arrives at Beijing International Airport in Beijing, on
Tuesday  Minoru Iwasaki/Kyodo News via AP

North Korean envoy on 
way to Hanoi ahead of 
Trump-Kim summit
AFP n SEOUL

The North Korean special
representative for the US

arrived in Beijing on Tuesday,
apparently en route to Vietnam
to meet his Washington coun-
terpart ahead of a second
scheduled summit between
Donald Trump and Kim Jong
Un, South Korea’s Yonhap news
agency said.

Kim Hyok Chol arrived in
the Chinese capital at around
10 am (0200 GMT) and was
expected to board a plane
bound for Hanoi later in the
day.

Kim’s trip comes three
days after Kim Jong Un’s de-
facto chief of staff, Kim Chang
Son, landed in Hanoi to dis-
cuss protocol and security
matters with the US team
ahead of the summit on
February 27-28.

Kim Hyok Chol and his US
counterpart Stephen Biegun
were engaged in three days of
talks in Pyongyang earlier this
month, exploring each side’s
positions on denuclearisation
ahead of the much-anticipated
meeting.

Biegun said they had been
productive, but more dialogue
was needed.

“We have some hard work
to do with the DPRK between
now and then,” Biegun said,
adding that he was “confident
that if both sides stay commit-
ted we can make real progress
here”.

The US State Department
said talks during Biegun’s trip
explored Trump and Kim Jong
Un’s “commitments of complete
denuclearization, transform-
ing US-DPRK relations and
building a lasting peace on the
Korean Peninsula”.
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PTI n MONACO

Tennis star Novak Djokovic,
record-breaking gymnast
Simone Biles, golfing legend

Tiger Woods and the World Cup
champion French football team
bagged the top honours at the 2019
Laureus World Sports Awards here.

Djokovic fought off tough com-
petition from the likes of Kylian
Mbappe, Eliud Kipchoge and LeBron
James to win the Laureus 'World
Sportsman of the Year Award' on
Monday night.

Djokovic, who won the last
three Grand Slams including the
Australian Open last month, after
returning from elbow surgery,
equalled the great Usain Bolt by win-
ning the top Laureus award for the
fourth time. Roger Federer has won
it a record five times.

"Last year was an incredible
season for me, returning from injury
to win Wimbledon and the US
Open is something I'll remember for-
ever. I am delighted and I would like
to thank the Laureus Academy for
their support," said the Serbian.

The Laureus World Sports
Academy - made up of 68 global
sporting legends - volunteered their
time to vote for the winners in each

shortlisted category which recognis-
es sporting achievement in 2018.

The Awards were hosted by
actor James Marsden and featured
entertainment from Grammy-nom-
inated singer-songwriter Jorja Smith.

Gymnast  Simone Biles was
crowned 'Sportswoman of the Year'
after her record-breaking perfor-
mance at the World Championships,
in which she won four gold, one sil-
ver and one bronze medal.

Biles, who also won the same
Award in 2017, made history last year
by becoming the first woman to win
four all-around world champi-
onships. At just 21, she now has a
record 14 career world titles.

FIFA World Cup winners France
became the first national football
team to win a second Team of the
Year Award, fighting off competition
from the world-leading teams across
a range of sports including Mercedes

AMG Petronas F1, Golden State
Warriors and Real Madrid. French
coach Didier Deschamps was in
Monaco to accept the award on
behalf of the team.

Japan's first Grand Slam tennis
star Naomi Osaka received the
'Breakthrough of the Year Award' for
her victory in the US Open, where
she defeated five-time Laureus Award
winner Serena Williams.

Osaka, 21, who is now number

one in the world after recently win-
ning the Australian Open, makes his-
tory as Japan's first  Award winner.

Golfing star Woods won his
third Laureus Award, after winning
the 'Sportsman of the Year' accolade
in 2000 and 2001.

The American, who was not pre-
sent, won the 'World Comeback of
the Year' Award for winning the Tour
Championship, his first win in 1,876
days. Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat

was nominated in this category and
she attended the ceremony.

The 17-year-old American
snowboarding sensation Chloe Kim,
who became the youngest woman to
win a Winter Olympics snowboard-
ing gold medal at the Pyeongchang
Games, won the 'Action
Sportsperson of the Year' Award.

Slovak alpine skier Henrieta
Farkasova and her guide Natalia
Subrtova won the 'Sportsperson of
the Year with a Disability' Award.
They have become the most decorat-
ed Winter Paralympian pair in
Pyeongchang with four gold medals
in vision-impaired Downhill, Giant
Slalom, Super Combined and Super-
G, plus silver in Slalom.

Yuwa, a sport for development
organisation that works in the rural
region of Jharkhand in northern
India, received the Laureus Sport for
Good Award for their life-changing
work in using football to improve the
lives of young girls from disadvan-
taged communities.

The Laureus Academy recog-
nised marathon world record break-
er Eliud Kipchoge with the
Exceptional Achievement Award.

Kipchoge, who ran the fastest
time ever in a marathon in Berlin
with a time of 2 hours 1 min 39 sec-
onds, broke the previous record by
a massive 1 min 18 seconds.

Legendary football manager
Arsene Wenger received the Lifetime
Achievement Award for his contri-
bution to football during his 22 years
as manager of Arsenal.

Wenger received a guard of
honour at the ceremony from leg-
endary Arsenal captain Cesc
Fabregas and football legends
Alessandro Del Piero, Luis Figo,
Fabio Capello, Didier Deschamps,
Cafu and Alex Scott.

Skiing great Lindsey Vonn's
incredible career was recognised by
the Academy with the Spirit of Sport
Award. 

PTI n NEW DELHI 

Defending champions
Chennai Super Kings will

take on Royal Challengers
Bangalore in the opening
encounter of the 12th Indian
Premier League for which a
provisional two-week schedule
was announced by the BCCI on
Tuesday.

The opening game has
been scheduled for March 23 in
Chennai, the BCCI announced
in its schedule comprising 17
games.

The IPL will be off to an
earlier-than-usual start this
year owing to the general elec-
tions, dates of which are yet to
be announced. Any change in
the provisional itinerary —
from March 23 to April 5
—will be revised accordingly.

"These are still subject to

the announcement of the Lok
Sabha 2019 election dates.
Once these have been released,
the BCCI will address any
issues with the first two weeks
and will also prepare a sched-
ule for the remainder of the
season working with the local
authorities around the polling
dates," read an official state-
ment from the IPL.

On March 24, Kolkata
Knight Riders wil l  host
Sunrisers Hyderabad in the
afternoon encounter of a dou-
ble header in which Mumbai
Indians will take on Delhi
Capitals in Mumbai.

Rajasthan Royals and Kings
XI Punjab will meet each other
in Jaipur to complete the first
round of games.

A total of 17 matches will
be played during this two-
week phase across the 8 home

venues of the respective
franchises.

All teams will play a
minimum of four games
with Delhi Capitals and
RCB competing in five

matches each during this time.
Every side will play a minimum
of two home and two away
matches except for Delhi and
RCB. While Delhi will compete
in three home games (against
Chennai Super Kings on March
26th, Kolkata Knight Riders on
30th and SRH on 4th April),
RCB will play an equal number
of away encounters.

While the weekends will
have double-headers but the
schedule doesn't  clarify
whether the BCCI will contin-
ue with the usual 4pm (after-
noon) and 8 pm (evening) for-
mat or there will be a change in
timing.

AFP n LONDON 

Alastair Cook believes
England can end decades

of World Cup disappointment
with a triumph on home soil
this year.

England has never won the
men's World Cup, but with 100
days to go until the start of the
latest edition, a team cap-
tained by Eoin Morgan is top
of the 50-over world rankings.

Former England skipper
Cook, who retired from inter-
national cricket last year as the
country's highest Test run-
scorer and most-capped play-
er, said there were several rea-
sons why Morgan's men could
go one better than the England
teams that lost in the 1979,
1987 and 1992 finals.

"They're a very settled side,
they've got 15 players pretty
much nailed on for that squad,"
Cook said at a World Cup
event in London on Tuesday.

"Everyone knows their
role, they're very comfortable
in their role, they've got a lot
of strength in depth, they seem
to have a lot of options covered
and they're an exciting team to
watch.

"They are a brilliant one-
day side."

Cook never played in a
World Cup, with the left-hand-
ed opening batsman dramati-
cally dropped from the squad
that then failed to beat a fellow
Test nation while suffering a
group-stage exit at the 2015
edition in Australia and New
Zealand.

But Cook said a change of
attitude lay behind England's
rise up the one-day rankings
since that dismal display.

"Probably over the years
we've really concentrated on
Test cricket as a nation. Over
the last three or four years
we've really given the one-day

cricket its due," he said.

‘SKY'S THE LIMIT'
It was a point emphasised

by former England spinner
Graeme Swann, who said: "I
just think England are picking
the right team these days.

"They're picking one-day
specialists and the sky's the
limit.

"When they bat, people
like Jason Roy, Jonny Bairstow,
they think that (scoring) 400 is
feasible rather than an impos-
sible dream. I think England
have finally picked a very
aggressive team as well, with
Eoin Morgan, who's a brilliant
captain.

"They've got a team that is
putting them in firm con-
tention to win this World
Cup," insisted Swann, who
added "I never thought we
(England) would win it deep
down when I was there."

Swann was a member of
the only England men's side to
have won a major global tro-

phy — the 2010 World
Twenty20 in the Caribbean —
and sees parallels between that
team and Morgan's men.

"The only world trophy I
thought we had a genuine
chance of winning was the
World Twenty20 in the West
Indies that we did,  because we
were ahead of the curve there.

"We picked a team of spe-
cialists, people like Craig
Kieswetter, Michael Lumb —
and I think that's what England
have finally started doing in the
one-day game as well." 

But Swann warned that
England would face several
tough opponents in their quest
for World Cup glory.

"You can never write off
India, they are an exceptional
one-day team, Virat is a bril-
liant captain, brilliant player."

As for champions
Australia, Swann said: "The
Aussies are like Germany in
the football — you can never
write them off at a World
Cup." 

IANS n KOLKATA

Kolkata Knight Riders skipper
Dinesh Karthik on Tuesday

said that he would miss playing
at the Eden Gardens terribly if
some of their home games are
shifted out to neutral venues
because of the coming Lok Sabha
polls.

"I will really miss Kolkata
because there is a certain vibe,
certain energy playing at Eden.
Playing in front of 60,000 cheer-
ing for you makes a massive dif-
ference," Karthik said.

"If we do miss a few games,
I would miss Eden gardens ter-
ribly," said Karthik.

The IPL dates are likely to
clash with the Lok Sabha elec-
tions towards the second-half of
the tournament. The BCCI is
considering possibility of chang-
ing the competition's home and
away format and making it
venue-specific.

Matches will be scheduled at
neutral venues where polling
would have already concluded or
coming up at a later date.

Talking about the team,
Karthik who took over the cap-
taincy of the side last year said
they have a slightly different
team from last year and he is
looking forward to the new sea-
son.

"We are slightly different to
the team we had last year. We are
really looking forward to it as a
team. We have realised what we
lacked last year and we have
added resources accordingly.
Thus, we are a more well-round-
ed team this year," the 33-year old
said.

The Kolkata outfit shelled
out Rs 5 crore for West Indies all-
rounder Carlos Brathwaite and
another Rs 1.6 crore for New
Zealand pacer Lockie Ferguson.

They are additions to an
already stacked side that has the
likes of Sunil Narine, Andre
Russell, Chris Lynn, Karthik and
Kuldeep Yadav.

Karthik will lead the team for
the second season running and
will look to continue the run-
making heroics that yielded him
498 runs as the team's highest
scorer in the last campaign.

Asked about his personal
goal, Karthik said: "I am not
somebody who sets goals per sea-
son. For some strange reason, it
is not something I have enjoyed
doing."

"If we can go out there and
put our best foot on the park, and
the best we can, I will be very
happy," he said.

Mumbai stalwart Abhishek
Nayar, KKR's academy coach and
also one who Karthik credits for
his recent success, was also pre-
sent along with KKR Chief
Executive Venky Mysore at the
Eden Gardens.

Asked about Karthik using
IPL to prove a point to Indian
selectors ahead of the ICC World
Cup, Nayar said: "He has already
made a statement playing for
India. When he plays the IPL, it's
more about making sure his
team wins. It's more about KKR
the team than DK the individ-
ual."

"With the limited opportu-
nities he has got for India, he has
proven himself in the role he has
been assigned in terms of being
a finisher for the team. He has
been consistent in doing that,"
Nayar said.

Kolkata Knight Riders CEO
Venky Mysore on Tuesday said
that the IPL teams are yet to
receive any guidelines on work-
load management from the
BCCI with regards to World Cup
hopefuls, asserting that the issue
may not arise due to a three-week
gap between the two events.

KKR has Kuldeep Yadav
and Dinesh Karthik in their
roles with the former certain to
be a part of India's World Cup
squad.

"We have not heard any
such thing from them (BCCI).
The tournament is finishing
early enough. If May 12 is the
final and India plays its first game
on June 5, I think there is enough
of a gap. But we have not had any
such guidance or instruction,"
Mysore said on the sidelines of
the Mayors Cup at Eden Gardens
here.

Mysore's statement came
after national senior selection
committee chairman MSK
Prasad had recently said that the
BCCI is in talks with various IPL
franchises to manage the work-
loads of 18 core players.

The IPL begins on March 23
in Chennai with defending
champions Chennai Super Kings
taking on Royal Challengers
Bangalore, while the World Cup
will be held in the United
Kingdom from May 30 to July
14.

Champion

fourfold 

LAUREUS WORLD SPORTS AWARDS

CATEGORY WINNER(S)

Sportsman of the Year Novak Djokovic

Sportsmwoman of the Year Simone Biles

Comeback of the Year Tiger Woods

Breakthrough of the Year Naomi Osaka

Sportsperson of the Year (Disability) Henrieta Farkasova

Action Sportsperson of the Year Chloe Kim

Team of the Year France World Cup Team

Sporting Moment of the Year Xia Boyu

Academy Exceptional Achievement Award Eliud Kipchoge

Lifetime Achievement Award Arsene Wenger

Spirit of Sport Award Lindsey Vonn

Sport for Good Award Yuwa

Members of the Yuwa Football Girls team, a football-based charity from India hold their trophy
after winning of the Laureus Good For Sport Award at the 2019 Laureus World Sports Awards AP

DJOKOVIC, WHO WON THE
LAST THREE GRAND SLAMS

INCLUDING THE AUSTRALIAN
OPEN LAST MONTH, EQUALLED

THE GREAT USAIN BOLT BY
WINNING THE TOP LAUREUS

AWARD FOR THE FOURTH
TIME. ROGER FEDERER HAS

WON IT A RECORD FIVE TIMES

ITINERARY

Date Teams Venue

March 23 CSK vs RCB Chennai

March 24 KKR vs SRH Kolkata (Eve)

MI vs Delhi Capitals Mumbai

March 25 Rajasthan Royals vs KXIP Jaipur

March 26 Delhi Capitals vs CSK Delhi

March 27 KKR vs KXIP Kolkata

March 28 RCB vs MI Bengaluru

March 29 SRH vs Rajasthan Royals Hyderabad

March 30 KXIP vs MI Mohali (Eve)

Delhi Capitals vs KKR Delhi

March 31 SRH vs RCB Hyderabad (Eve)

CSK vs Rajasthan Royals Chennai

April 1 KXIP vs Delhi Capitals Mohali

April 2 Rajasthan Royals vs RCB Jaipur

April 3 MI vs CSK Mumbai

April 4 Delhi Capitals vs SRH Delhi

April 5 RCB vs KKR Bengaluru 

IPL 2019: CSK TO FACE RCB IN OPENER

Eng can end World

Cup drought: Cook

AFGHANISTAN TO HOST IRELAND IN DEHRADUN
Dehradun: Afghanistan will host Ireland for a full series at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Cricket Stadium from February 21 to March 19.
The series consists of three T20 Internationals, five ODIs and a lone
Test. Both Afghanistan and Ireland were announced as the newest
Test nations by the ICC after being awarded full membership last
year. It will be Ireland's first overseas Test match, and the second for
the two newest teams at the highest level. Earlier in 2018, Ireland
made its Test debut at home against Pakistan, losing by five wickets,
while Afghanistan went down by an innings and 262 runs against
India in Bangalore in their maiden five-day game. This would also be
the second time when Afghanistan and Ireland play a series against
each other.

PAK SHOOTERS NOT TAKING PART IN NEW DELHI WC
Karachi: Pakistan will not participate in the shooting World Cup in
New Delhi after a top official of the national federation confirmed on
Tuesday that its marksmen had not been issued visas by the Indian
High Commission. The Pulwama terror attack, which killed 40 CRPF
personnel, had cast a doubt on Pakistan shooters' participation in
the season-opening International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF)
World Cup in the Indian capital. "We were supposed to fly out by
Wednesday morning as the championship begins from Thursday but
we were not issued visas today so the visit is as good as off,"
Pakistan's National Rifle Shooting Federation (NSRF) President Razi
Ahmed said. "I was a bit worried about getting the visas after the
Pulwama incident and our fears have come true. It is disappointing
that our shooters will not get a chance to try to qualify for the
Olympics," Razi said.

LUCKNOW ENTER SEMIS

LUCKNOW: Lucknow defeated Varanasi 5-1 to enter the semi-final of
State-Level Junior Girl’s Hockey Tournament at Mohd Shahid
Stadium on Tuesday. Nazia Bano scored a brace while Gariga, Rinki
and Sakshi Shukla netted a goal each. Meerut blanked Kanpur 5-0 to
book the semi-final berth.

MAHAPAUR XI WIN
LUCKNOW: Mahapaur XI beat Jalkal XI by four wickets in aleague
match of Nagar Nigam Cricket Tournament at KD Singh ‘Babu’
Stadium on Tuesday.
BRIEF SCORES:
Jalkal: 142 (Dheeraj 56, Murli 17, Anurag 17; Mohd Saleem 19/2,
Shailendra 31/2, Mukesh 32/2)
Mahapaur: 143 (Shivpal 34, Chand 20, Shailendra 18, Saurabh 18;
Pushpendra 22/2).

SINGLES Will miss playing at Eden
if games are shifted: DK

IANS: In the absence of Steve
Smith and David Warner, the
Australian batting line-up has
often crumbled under pressure in
recent times, Test vice-captain
Josh Hazlewood said and added
youngsters are missing the guid-
ance of the banned duo.

Hazlewood said advice from
coaches cannot teach the young
batsmen everything and presence
of the experienced duo, banned for
a year for involvement in the ball-
tampering scandal during a Test
series against South Africa, could
have made a huge difference.

"It's just so important to have
those couple of senior guys when
you bring those couple of young
guys into the top six to learn from.
You just can't teach few things as
coaches. You have to learn out in
the middle batting with a senior
person. I think the other young
batters will really feed off.”

Youngsters missing
guidance of Smith
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AFP n MADRID

Massimiliano Allegri told
Juventus not to be afraid of
Atletico Madrid but for

one of these teams their worst fears
in this season's Champions League
are about to become a reality.

Crashing out in the last 16
would be unthinkable for two clubs
that were among the favourites
when the draw for the knock-out
stages was made in December.

"Those that have ambition are
not afraid," Allegri said, after his
side was drawn to play Atletico,
with the first leg on Wednesday at
the Wanda Metropolitano.

"It's like a final, we cannot put
a foot wrong," Atletico boss Diego
Simeone said. Juventus and Atletico
Madrid have reached 12 European
Cup finals between them, with last
season's game in Kiev the first in
five years in which neither had fea-

tured.
Atletico went on to win the

Europa League instead, proving
themselves too strong for Europe's
second-tier competition, while
Juventus were dumped out by
eventual winners Real Madrid,
undone by a controversial Cristiano
Ronaldo penalty in the 98th
minute.

It was Ronaldo's 10th goal in
seven games against Juventus, hav-
ing scored twice in the first leg and
twice in the final in 2017 too. Juve
beat Real in the semi-finals two
years earlier but even then, Ronaldo
managed a goal in each leg.

There was understandable
relief, as well as joy, when the
Portugese switched sides last sum-
mer and now, there is belief.
Ronaldo has not finished in single
figures for goals in the Champions
league since 2011.

As Lionel Messi said: "They

already had a good team and now
they have Cristiano Ronaldo."

JUVE'S TWO DECADE WAIT
But with anticipation comes

pressure. Juventus are on course to
win an eighth consecutive Scudetto
but this is the one trophy they crave.

Miss out again and it will be 23
years since they last lifted Europe's
premier prize, this time with its
most prolific player ever among
their ranks.

"We have to be wary of
Atletico," Allegri said.

"And we have to find the right
moment to score. It's crucial that
we get a goal there, otherwise qual-
ification will be very difficult," he
added.

Atletico's own record signing
last summer, Thomas Lemar, was
not even born when Gianluca
Vialli hoisted the trophy in 1996 for
the Italians but expectation weighs
heavy on them too.

Atleti have the chance to play
a final at home this year, at the
Wanda Metropolitano, and not
only snatch the cup away from
rivals Real but do it in the city they
both call their own.

"Of course we are inspired by
playing a final in our own stadium,
in our own city, in front of our own

fans," Simeone said.
"But it is pointless only to

imagine it. The reality will be what
we deserve," he added.

Simeone extended his con-
tract as Atleti coach until
2022 last week and while few
can question the remarkable
progress made during his
tenure, there are some that
believe a ceiling has been
reached.

They are out of the Copa del
Rey and seven points behind
Barcelona in La Liga, where back-
to-back defeats earlier this month
failed to capitalise on a rare Catalan
dip.

Summer signings are yet to
fully fire and there is scepticism
about the January arrival of Alvaro
Morata, not just because of his links
to Real. When results waver, ques-
tions about Simeone's style also
invariably follow.

"It is a style I like, it makes us
win," Antoine Griezmann told
UEFA on Monday. Winning a tro-
phy on their own patch would be
even better.

"It's an extra motivation for us
and for the fans. The road to get
there will be tough but we'll give it
our all," World Cup winner
Griezmann added.

AFP n MANCHESTER 

As their Premier League title rivals
Liverpool sunned themselves in

Marbella last week, Manchester City
were getting muddy in Newport on
Saturday to keep alive the prospect of
a historic clean sweep of four trophies.

City's focus switches from south
Wales to Schalke on Wednesday for the
first leg of their Champions League last
16 tie before a Wembley final against
Chelsea on Sunday for the right to lift
the first silverware of the season in the
League Cup.

A decade into the
club's Abu Dhabi own-
ership, the importance
for City to win the

Champions League for the first
time would have made it easy for
the English champions to priori-
tise Europe this season.

However, after romping to
the league with a record 100

points last year, it is another piece of
history that Pep Guardiola's side now
crave by outdoing even Manchester
United's treble of league, Champions
League and FA Cup in 1998/99.

Two weeks on from smashing
Chelsea 6-0, City will be heavy
favourites to retain the League Cup this
weekend and should cruise past a
Schalke side languishing in 14th in the
Bundesliga to make the Champions
League quarter-finals.

A 4-1 victory at Newport also
secured progress to the last eight of the
FA Cup and City also sit top of the
Premier League on goal difference,
although Liverpool have a game in
hand.

"It's better to be in this situation,"
insisted Guardiola at going for four tro-
phies rather than concentrating
resources into Champions League and
Premier League glory as Jurgen Klopp's
side have been able to after early

domestic cup exits.
"It's important in February to be

here, in four competitions. Now we go
to biggest stage, Champions League,
and we will see (what happens) in May
and June," added Guardiola.

Rather than fear the accumulated
fatigue of fighting on four fronts,
Guardiola is embracing the challenge
and at least has the luxury of strength
in depth to call on.

Leroy Sane, Phil Foden and Riyad
Mahrez all scored at Rodney Parade a
week on from failing to make the start-

ing XI in the 6-0 rout
of Chelsea to make
their case for a
Champions League
start in

Gelsenkirchen.
In contrast to a stunning record of

winning seven league titles in nine sea-
sons in charge of Barcelona, Bayern
Munich and City, Guardiola has con-
sistently fallen short in the Champions
League since winning the competition
for the second time as a coach with
Barca in 2011.

Such has been the dominance of
Guardiola's sides on the domestic
front, they have often had the title prac-
tically wrapped up by the time the
Champions League returns in February
and peaked through the winter months.

That certainly has not been the case
this season as a December dip of three
defeats in four Premier League games
gave Liverpool hope of ending a 29-year
wait to win the title.

However, a genuine title race that
will not allow City to let up in the final
months of the season may yet prove
beneficial to their Champions League
chances as long as they arrive at the lat-
ter stages more match sharp rather than
shattered.

That is a risk Guardiola seems will-
ing to take in his quest to rewrite the
record books once more. 

AFP n LONDON 

Paul Pogba drove Manchester
United into the FA Cup quarter-

finals and pushed Chelsea manager
Maurizio Sarri closer to the sack as
the troubled holders crashed to a 2-
0 defeat on Monday.

Pogba set up United's opening
goal for Ander Herrera with a majes-
tic cross and the France star added
the second himself as Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer's side produced a com-
manding display at Stamford Bridge.

Chelsea's lacklustre fifth round
exit — their first FA Cup defeat since
the 2017 final — was another painful
blow for Sarri, who is facing a fight
to save his job following a dismal
debut season.

Chelsea suffered their heaviest
defeat for 28 years when they were
thrashed 6-0 at Manchester City ear-
lier this month, an indignity that
came just weeks after a humiliating
4-0 loss at Bournemouth.

Amid claims Sarri has lost the
support of his players, the former
Napoli boss watched ashen-faced as
Chelsea collapsed again for a fifth
defeat in their last 10 games.

Sarri was subjected to chants of
"you don't know what you're doing"
and "you're getting sacked in the
morning" from frustrated Chelsea
fans, who called for their former star
Frank Lampard, now in charge of
Derby, to replace the Italian.

It was the worst possible start to
a defining period for Sarri, whose
stubborn tactics and dubious man-
management have come under
intense scrutiny.

Chelsea, currently outside the
Premier League's top four, return to
action against Malmo in the Europa
League last 32 second leg holding a
2-1 lead on Thursday.

Assuming he hasn't been axed by
demanding Chelsea owner Roman
Abramovich before then, a shock
defeat against Malmo would be cat-

astrophic for Sarri ahead of
next Sunday's League Cup
Final date with Manchester
City.

United are through to the
last eight for a fifth consecu-
tive season as they look to
win the FA Cup for a record-
equalling 13th time and first since
2016.

Ending United's nine-game win-
less run at Chelsea was another
feather in Solskjaer's cap as his team
bounced back from last week's
Champions League last 16 first leg

loss to Paris Saint-Germain.
Solskjaer went unbeaten in his

first 11 games and the interim boss
showed his tactical skills by out-wit-
ting Sarri with his switch to a mid-
field diamond formation.

FATAL FLAWS
In a frantic opening,

Romero was called into action
when David Luiz drilled a dip-
ping free-kick over the United
wall. Romero kept out Luiz's
effort and scrambled to his feet
to save Pedro's powerful shot

from the rebound.
Gonzalo Higuain should have

opened the scoring from Cesar
Azpilicueta's teasing cross, but the
Argentine striker headed wide.

Those misses proved fatal for
Chelsea, whose early pressure was

rendered irrelevant by another lapse
of concentration in the 31st minute.
Mata picked out Pogba on the left
wing and the United midfielder,
unchecked by the slow-to-react
Antonio Rudiger, unfurled a sublime
cross that looped towards the far
post.

Herrera timed his run perfectly
to meet Pogba's delivery in stride and
Marcos Alonso fatally lost his man
as the Spanish midfielder planted a
close-range header past Kepa
Arrizabalaga for his first goal since
December.

Pogba was only just getting
warmed up and he single-handedly
ripped Chelsea part to double
United's lead on the stroke of half-
time.

Playing an incisive pass down
the right flank to Rashford, Pogba
surged into the Chelsea area and
muscled his way above Azpilicueta
to meet his team-mate's pin-point
cross with a diving header that
Kepa couldn't keep out.

It was the 15th goal Pogba has
been directly involved since Solskjaer
took charge, underlined his renais-
sance since the sacking of his neme-
sis Jose Mourinho.

PTI n NEW DELHI 

Asian Games Gold-medallist Amit Panghal (49kg)
on Tuesday claimed a second successive Gold at

the Strandja Memorial Tournament, in which India's
women boxers also scripted history with a
couple of maiden top finishes in Sofia,
Bulgaria.

The Armyman from Haryana pulled off
a dominating 5-0 triumph over
Kazakhstan's Temirtas Zhussupov, who was
left with a bleeding forehead at the end of
the final bout.

Former junior world champion
Nikhat Zareen and Meena Kumari
Devi became the first set of Indian
women boxers to notch up Gold
medals at the prestigious tourna-
ment, which is into its 70th edi-
tion.

In all, India signed off with
three Gold, a Silver, and three
Bronze medals in this edition of the
event, which marks the beginning of
the European boxing calendar.

Zareen, a multiple-time nation-
al medallist, claimed a 5-0 win in the
51kg category finals against Filipino
Irish Magno, while Devi got the bet-
ter of Aira Villegas 3-2, also from
the Philippines, in the ban-
tamweight (54kg) summit clash.

The previous best by an Indian
woman boxer at the event was the
Silver won by the legendary M C
Mary Kom last year.

"I dedicate this medal to the
martyrs of the Pulwama terror
attack. It was a very sad day for us
as a country," Zareen said referring
to last week's terrorist attack that
killed 40 CRPF personnel in Jammu
and Kashmir.

However, Manju Rani (48kg)
settled for Silver after going down
to another Filipino in Josie Gabuco
in a split 2-3 verdict.

In a commanding performance,

Zareen out-maneuvered Magno with a rock
solid defence. Although the bout seemed clos-
er than the final score-line, Zareen pulled it
off by denying her rival a clear shot.

"My entire thought process in the bout
was to never give up. My opponent had beat-
en Pinki Jangra in the first round and I just
wanted to prove that I could get the better
of her," Zareen said.

"This win is also my response to all those
who doubt my ability. I am just emotionally over-
whelmed right now," added the 22-year-old, who
was denied a trial before the Asian Games last
year despite being fit.

Devi, who won a Bronze medal in the pre-
vious edition of the prestigious tournament,
bettered her podium performance with a grit-
ty show against Villegas.

The Indian battled hard against her aggres-
sive opponent and did well on the counter-
attack to edge past the Filipino for a top fin-

ish.
On Monday, Pwilao Basumatari (64kg), Neeraj

(60kg) and Lovlina Borgohain (69kg) had settled
for Bronze medals after losing their semifinal bouts.

"The key to this success has been stress man-
agement. It has been a conscious decision to keep
the pressure off them and constantly remind them
of their strengths," said India's chief coach for

women, Mohammed Ali Qamar, who took over
the top position only last month.

The country had won 11 medals at the
2018 edition, two of them Gold, which was

also the country's best ever performance. 

Clash of high stakes

HEAD TO HEAD

Games ATM Draw Juve Goals

ATM Juve

Champions League 2 1 1 0 1 0

Europa League 5 1 0 4 6 10

Overall 7 2 1 4 7 10

VENUE: WANDA METROPOLITANO 

Kick-off: 1:30 am IST

Live Telecast: Sony Ten 2 Network

Atletico Madrid players train at Wanda Metropolitano ahead of R16 game against Juven AP

Manchester City's Ilkay Gundogan will face his childhood club FC Schalke 04 in UCL last 16 clash 

Meena Kumari Devi (3rd from left) poses with the Gold medal

Juan Mata celebrates after Paul Pogba scores United’s second goal against Chelsea in FA Cup AP

MAN CITY SEEK TO

CONQUER EUROPE

HEHD TO HEAD

Games Schake Draw Man C SG MG

Cup Winners Cup 2 1 0 1 2 5

Europa League 1 0 0 1 0 2

Overall 3 1 0 2 2 7

Venue: VELTINS-Arena
Kick-off: 1:30 am IST

Live Telecast: Sony Ten 1 Network

ATLETI HAVE THE CHANCE
TO PLAY A FINAL AT HOME
THIS YEAR, AT THE WANDA

METROPOLITANO, AND
NOT ONLY SNATCH THE

CUP AWAY FROM RIVALS
REAL BUT DO IT IN THE
CITY THEY BOTH CALL

THEIR OWN

KEY BATTLE

ATM Juve

Antoine Griezmann  Cristiano Ronaldo

Alvaro Morata Mario Mandzukic

Diego Godín Giorgio Chiellini

TOP SCORERS

Antoine Cristiano 
Griezmann(18) Ronaldo (21)

Golden 

Hat-trick

STRANDJA MEMORIAL 

Pogba sets up United victory

"Tonight we were unlucky because
we played a very good first half and

at the end of the half the score
was 2-0. We gave them a
few opportunities. We

played confusing football
in the second half. After
the first half it wasn't

easy to play with that
score."
—MAURIZIO SARRI

"The performance tonight was
fantastic, our tactics
worked. We asked our
midfielders to press
higher and get into the
box and it worked." 
—OLE GUNNAR

SOLSKJAER

QUARTERFINAL DRAW

SWANSEA VS MANCHESTER CITY

WATFORD VS CRYSTAL PALACE

WOLVES VS MANCHESTER UNITED

MILLWALL VS BRIGHTON

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Year stage Home Team Away Team scoreline

2014/2015 Group A Juventus Atlético Madrid 0:0 (0:0)

2014/2015 Group A Atlético Madrid Juventus 1:0 (0:0)

EUROPA LEAGUE

1964/1965 S/F Juventus Atlético Madrid 3:1 (1:1)

1964/1965 S/F Juventus Atlético Madrid 3:1 (0:0)

1964/1965 S/F Atlético Madrid Juventus 3:1 (0:1)

1963/1964 R16 Atlético Madrid Juventus 1:2 (0:2)

1963/1964 R16 Juventus Atlético Madrid 1:0 (1:0)
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