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he Gujjar community agiT
tation demanding five per
cent quota in jobs and educational institutes turned violent
in Dholpur district on Sunday
as shots were fired and three
police vehicles torched.
Unidentified miscreants
fired 8-10 rounds in the air
while the blockade on the
Agra-Morena Highway was in
place, Dholpur Superintendent
of Police (SP) Ajay Singh said.
The agitators set afire three
police vehicles, including two
jeeps and a bus, he added.
The SP said the protesters
also pelted stones, injuring
four Army jawans, adding that
police had to lob tear gas shells
to disperse the crowd.
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot called the stone pelting
and the torching of vehicles
unjustified. "Holding protest is
justified but sitting on railway
tracks is not. Protesters should
come forward for talks. The
Government is open for dialogue and has constituted a
committee," he said.
Referring to the violence in
Dholpur, Gehlot said, "Antisocial elements have joined
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day before the Comptroller
A
and Auditor General
(CAG) is expected to submit to



        

the protest. Administration
and police will investigate the
reasons of the incident. Gujjar
leader Kirori Singh Bainsla has
appealed to maintain peace so
people should listen to him."
Gujjars are holding a sit-in
protest on rail tracks in
Malarna Dungar of Swai
Madhopur district from Friday
evening. The agitation
spread as Bainsla refused to call
off the stir.
As a precautionary measure, authorities have imposed
prohibitory orders under CrPc
section 144 in Dholpur and
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he Bengal Police has named
T
Mukul Roy — BJP leader
and former confidant of TMC
chief Mamata Banerjee — in
the murder of Satyajit Biswas,
a Trinamool Congress MLA
from
Krishnaganj
in
Nadia district.
Roy’s name figured among
four accused two of whom
were arrested on Sunday and
remanded in police custody.
Demanding an impartial
probe into the matter, Roy, the
erstwhile TMC MP who joined
the BJP following differences
with Mamata, termed the FIR as
“politically motivated, and said,
“In the entire State of Bengal
whenever anybody is killed by
their (TMC’s) own people or by
other miscreants, the TMC
Government tries to implicate
that it is by leaders and workers
of the BJP. I demand probe by
independent agency into the
matter.”
Biswas, a popular leader
from Krishnaganj-RanaghatHanshkhali region of Nadia,
was on Saturday gunned down
alleged by BJP supporters while
he was inaugurating a Saraswati
Puja Pandal at Majdia village
near his home, barely 15-20 km
away from Bangladesh border.
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“Those who have been
arrested were seen firing at my
husband,” the grieving wife of
the deceased youth leader said
claiming the assailants had
earlier been the followers of the
victim but late last year had
switched over to the BJP.
Attacking the Chief
Minister, a livid Roy said,
“Mamata is afraid of us.
Continued on Page 4

neighbouring Karauli districts,
police said.
The agitation has affected
the train movement in North
Western Railway (NWR) and
West Central Railway (WCR)
zones of the Indian Railways
causing inconvenience to common people.
The agitators have now
started blocking highways connecting major cities.
The
Rajasthan
Government on Sunday pasted a notice at the residence of
Gujjar leader Bainsla — who is
leading the protests that turned

#

violent in some areas and saw
rail and road traffic being
disrupted — warning him
against violation of court directives on agitation.
On
Saturday,
a
Government delegation had
met Bainsla and his supporters
to hold talks, but no agreement
could be reached.
Bainsla has said that the
community will continue their
protest demanding five per
cent reservation to the Gujjars,
Raika-Rebari, Gadia Luhar,
Banjara and the Gadaria communities in Government jobs
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he year-long bitter political
T
fight between the BJP and
the Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
over “injustice” to Andhra
Pradesh reached a crescendo
on Sunday with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Andhra
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu turning it into personal
attacks on each other.
Taking exception to Modi
addressing him as “father of
Lokesh” at a rally in Guntur on
Sunday, Naidu launched a
counter-offensive by asking,
“You have estranged your wife.
Do you have any respect in the
family system.”
In a reflection of the nadir
in the relations between the two
sides, neither Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu nor any of
his Cabinet colleagues were
present at the Gannavaram airport to receive the Prime
Minister. Only the Chief
Secretary and the Director
General of Police were present
to complete the formality.
In his first visit to the State
since the TDP walked out of
the NDA over Centre not giving Special Category Status to
Andhra, Modi attacked the
TDP Government in AP as
“Baap Bete ki Sarkar” (rule of
father and son) referring to
Naidu’s son Nara Lokesh, who
is a Minister.
“Naidu promised sun rise
but gave son rise,” Modi
quipped.
Referring to the TDP joining hands with the Congress,
Modi said that Naidu had forgotten that NT Rama Rao had
founded the TDP to make
India free of the Congress.


    
       

and educational institutions
as promised by the State
Government.
In the notice pasted by the
Karauli district administration
at Bainsla’s Hindaun residence,
it has been stated that Supreme
Court and different high courts
have on several occasions direct-
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ed that no public or private
property should be damaged
and rail or railway traffic be disrupted during any agitation.
“If the Supreme Court and
high court directives are not
followed, you will be held
responsible for contempt of
court,” the notice said.
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“Naidu changes his friends
before every election and falls
on their feet for political gains,”
Modi said.
Also alluding to Naidu’s
repeated statements that he
was senior to Modi in politics,
Modi ridiculed his opponent.
“Yes he is senior to me in backstabbing his father-in-law NT
Rama Rao and changing
alliances,” Modi said.
Naidu on his part went ballistic answering Modi in equal

measure and questioned the
treatment Modi had meted
out to his wife Jasoda Ben.
“You brought triple talaq
(Bill) but you can’t answer
questions on those subjects in
your personal life,” said a bitter Naidu. “I am going to attack
you because you attacked me
personally”, Naidu said giving
point-by-point rebuttal to the
other attacks of Modi.
Modi’s visit to the State was
marred by protests by several

parties, including ruling TDP
staging protest demonstrations,
waiving black flags and releasing black balloons in the air
across the State.
Continued on Page 4
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the President a much-awaited
report on its audit of big-ticket military procurements in the
last few years, including the
controversial Rafale deal, the
Congress on Sunday accused
CAG Rajiv Mehrishi of conflict of interest.
Addressing a Press
conference, senior
Congress leader Kapil
Sibal questioned how Mehrishi
could “investigate himself ”
since he had been the Union
Finance (Economic Affairs)
Secretary when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced the
Rafale deal in April 2015.
Accusing Mehrishi of being
“complicit” in the “irregularities” in the deal, Sibal said there
was no reason or occasion for
you to audit the 36 Rafale aircraft deal.
“Finance Ministry plays
an important role in these
negotiations... Now it is clear
that the Rafale deal happened
under Rajiv Mehrishi. Now he
is CAG. We met him twice on
September 19 and October 4,
2018. We told him about the
scam. We told him that the deal
should be probed because it is
corrupt deal. But how can he
initiate a probe against himself,”
Sibal said.
Demanding that Mehrishi
must recuse himself from the
CAG report, Sibal alleged,
“This is the corrupt deal and
fair investigation should be
H^dQa^dVWccaX_[TcP[P`
1X[[Qdch^dRP]³c
P]bfTa`dTbcX^]b^]
cW^bTbdQYTRcbX]h^da
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done, but how can CAG
investigate himself when he
was the Finance Secretary.
There is a clear conflict of interest.”
The CAG report on the
The President has to forward
the CAG report to the Lok
Sabha, the Rajya Sabha and the
Government. The report could
be tabled in Parliament before
Wednesday, the last day of the
Budget Session and the last day
of sitting of Parliament before
the Lok Sabha elections.
The Congress leader
alleged that CAG is going to
completely
save
the
Government in its report.
“The whole deal was materialised in the supervision of
Rajiv Mehrishi who was the
then Finance Secretary. When
the negotiations started the
Ministry of Finance were part
of it,” the Congress leader said.
The Congress has sent a
memorandum to CAG
Mehrishi on the Rafale deal and
reminded him about the ‘cardinal principle of law’.
Continued on Page 4
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he occurrence of fog due to
T
frequent western disturbances and high speed of winds
in north India, including Delhi
and NCR, has been lowest in
the current winter compared to
last 17 years. The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said north India including Delhi and NCR has witnessed severe fog only on
January 18 where the visibility
was reduced to 0 to 50 meters
this year.
Fog is a seasonal feature
that commences around
November and goes on till
February, impacting road, air
and rail traffic badly. Generally,
10 to 15 days in January and 10
to 12 days in December are
marked for moderate to severe
fog every year.
                    ( !    - 
As per data, fog occur)/!0)"0
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!"# rence was only 19 days (95
C M Y K

hours) of total duration in
2017-18 as compared to 29
days (174 hours), 20 days (93
hours), 26 days (120 hours) for
2014-15, 2015-16 & 2016-17,
respectively. 1n 2017, 11,090
people died of fog related road
accidents while 9,317 people
died in 2016.
IMD officials attributed
occurrence of less fog this year
to frequent western disturbances and high speed of winds
in January this year and
December last year. In the normal circumstances, plains witness rainfall during winter
which allows formation of
ground frost and moisture.
This year, snowfall and rains
restricted to hills only.
Plains have received less
rainfall which led to little moisture on the ground. Due to this
weather conditions are clear
and fog occurrence are less in
north India during the ongoing

winter season.
“When passage of a western disturbance affects the
plains on a large scale it causes y widespread rain and thundershower activities. This is
flowed by dense to very dense
fog formation,” the IMD said.
The Met Department said
January witnessed seven western disturbances this year while
December saw 6-7 western

disturbances against normal
of 4-5 every year. February also
witnessed one western disturbance in the first week while
the second one is expected on
February 13 which will bring
rainfall, hailstorm and thunderstorm in several parts especially north east and southern
peninsula of the country.
“Forecasting of fog still
remains a grey area. Weather

models cannot predict fog
directly and can only be done
through objective and subjective
methods,” said IMD officials.
“Dense fog in Delhi and
North India (from December
to January) is the most common feature of the winter
which leads to massive delays
and cancellations of flights and
trains. The reason for fog in
North India is entirely because
of western disturbance affecting the hills of Jammu and
Kashmir which lead to a sudden reversal of winds from the
normal dry and cool northwesterly to humid easterlies or
southeasterlies which could
cause widespread fog,” said a
private weather broadcaster.
According to Skymet, the
reason for fog formation in
East India is primarily due to its
proximity to water bodies (River
Ganga) and slow wind speed.
Continued on Page 4
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ttacking Congress for
allegedly interfering with
A
the institutions of the country,
Union Minister Arun Jaitley on
Sunday accused it of launching
‘fake campaigns’ against the
defence forces, judiciary and
Reserve Bank .
“It is about time that India
and its institutions are protected from these ‘institution
wreckers’,” said Jaitley, who
Saturday returned from the
US after medical treatment.
In his Facebook post, the
senior Minister said Congressled Governments used to interfere with institutions like the
RBI, judiciary and the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
In the post titled
‘Institutions Under Attack The Latest Fabrication’, Jaitley
said the past two months have
witnessed several “fake campaigns” which failed to cut
much ice as falsehood does not
have longevity.
The ‘compulsive contrar-

ians’ continued to jump from
one falsehood to another, he
said.
Jaitley said in West Bengal,
democracy is seriously under
peril.
“BJP leaders can’t land,
public meetings are being prevented and the Rath Yatra was
disallowed. The Congress
Party’s stand on multiple issues
is self-contradictory. It slaughters a cow before the cameras
in Kerala, and invokes the
National Security Act against
the cow killers in Madhya
Pradesh,” he said.
There are two critical features of these new emerging
breed of ‘institution protectors’.
They criticise the government
the maximum and simultaneously argue that the free speech
is in danger, Jaitley said.
“They shed crocodile tears
for democracy and make every
effort to convert the world’s
largest democracy into a dynastic one,” he said.
“The Congress aligned
with the Maoist in the recent
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aking a dig at
BSP supremo
T
Mayawati, Union
minister and Lok
Janshakti Party
president Ram Vilas
Paswan said on
Sunday that her
main purpose in erecting statues of several Dalit icons,
including B R Ambedkar, when
she was the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister was to build her
own statues.
Paswan’s comments came
in the wake of some adverse
observations made by the
Supreme Court in a plea filed
against her decision to spend
public money on statues of

leaders, some of
whom
were
linked to her
party, and also on
the BSP symbol
of the elephant
when she was at
the helm in UP.
“Her main
purpose was to
erect her own statues. Installing
statues of the likes of Baba Sahab
was an excuse,” Paswan said.
Following the court’s
observation that she may have
to return the money spent on
the exercise, Mayawati had
lashed out at rival leaders and
the media for distorting the
judicial observations and
expressed faith that she would
get justice in the matter.
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Chhattisgarh elections. Rahul
Gandhi stood shoulder to
shoulder with the ‘Tukde
Tukde’ gang at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University. The
Congress was in the forefront
of defending the urban naxals
in court. And yet it claims to be
friend of both, the idea of
India and its institutions,”
Jaitley said.
He said these ‘institution
protectors’ support the legitimising of illegal infiltrators
into India. They readily jump
to the support of those who
want to dismember the coun-

he Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Ministry
T
plans to introduce ‘mobile
shops’ concept for street vendors in the country under its
National Urban Livelihoods
Mission (NULM). Secretary
(Housing and Urban Affairs)
Durga Shankar Mishra said
that under the concept, the
owner will be given license to
do the mobile street vending.
The idea was floated at a
recent ‘National Workshop on
Street Vendors’ organised by
the Ministry. “At the recent
national workshop on street
vendors, several suggestions
came up. One of the suggestions was to allow ‘mobile
shop’ in country. The ministry
will consider it and find out a
solution how we can provide
funding (to mobile shops),”
Mishra said.
He said 18 lakh street vendors have been identified so far
in 2,430 cities across the country under the Street Vendors

'[PZWbcaTTc
eT]S^abWPeT
QTT]XST]cXUXTSb^
UPaX]!#"RXcXTb
PRa^bbcWT
R^d]cahd]STacWT
BcaTTcET]S^ab
0Rc! #

Act 2014.
Also, 2,344 ‘Street Vendor
Committees’ have been constituted and nine lakh street
vendors have been issued identity cards under the Act, the
Secretary said.
He said that street vendors
need some protection as they
are providing various services
to the society. At the workshop
held on Friday, a progress
report, prepared by Centre for
Civil Society (CSS), an NGO,
over the implementation of
Street Vendors Act, was
released.
According to the report,

Opposition which questioned
first the existence of the surgical strike and then played it
down as a routine action which
has also taken place in the past.
“The Army Chief was
described as a ‘Sadak ka Gunda’.
Serious doubts have been
raised on the Air Force led
choice of the combat aircraft
Rafale and its negotiation
process. In the face of all this,
they allege that institutions are
under attack by the
Government would be a mockery” he said.
On RBI, Jaitley said
Congress governments in the
past have been liberal in asking
governors of the central bank
to quit.
“Pt. Nehru, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi and subsequently Mr
Yashwant Sinha had asked
Governors to quit. During the
UPA Government, two
Governors were barely on
speaking terms with the
Finance Minister. Nothing of
this kind has happened in the
recent past,” he said.
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xpressing displeasure over
utilisation of Nirbhaya
E
Fund in construction of buildings, a Parliamentary Standing
Committee said such allocations virtually defeat the very
purpose of the project — the
women safety.
The
Parliamentar y
Standing Committee on Home
Affairs, headed by Congress
leader P Chidambaram, said,
“The committee is also of the
firm view that funds for construction of buildings should
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try, he said.
Accusing
Congress
President Rahul Gandhi of
stalling functioning of
Parliament, Jaitley said his two
speeches on Rafale are based on
a personal hatred for the Prime
Minister emanating from envy.
“History will record that
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru’s great
grandson has singularly damaged India’s Parliament as an
institution more than anyone
else,” he said.
The minister said the
Congress attempts at 11.00 am
every morning to disrupt both

houses of Parliament.
On Rafale, Jaitley said the
deal not only strengthens the
combat ability of the Indian Air
Force but saved thousands of
crores for the exchequer.
“When its falsehood collapsed, its creators by producing half a document lost their
full credibility. They forgot that
truth always prevails,” he said.
Accusing the Congress of
organising loot on the banks
between 2008-2014, Jaitley said
the party is now alleging that
industrial loans had been
waived. “Not a single rupee was
waived. On the contrary, the
defaulters have been thrown
out of management &
Congress’s falsehood was
exposed,” he said.
Stating that the government has consistently maintained an arm’s length distance with the Election
Commission, he said the attack
on the EVMs is not merely to
allay defeat, it is an attack on
the commission.
He also said it is the

Tamil Nadu topped the chart
by scoring 75 marks out of 100
in implementing the Act and
Mizoram came second, followed by Chandigarh,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand and
among others. Nagaland,
according to the NGO report,
is the state with “very poor
compliance” and scored nine
marks. Manipur, Karnataka,
Sikkim and West Bengal have
been listed in the category of
states with “poor compliance”
of the Act.
According to Ministry,
National Urban Livelihoods
Mission (NULM) is aimed at
providing shelters equipped
with essential services to the
urban homeless in a phased
manner.
It also stated that the
NULM also addresses livelihood concerns of the urban
street vendors by facilitating
access to suitable spaces, institutional credit, social security
and skills to the urban street
vendors for accessing emerging
market opportunities.

come from other sources and
not from the Nirbhaya Fund.
“Nirbhaya Fund should
not be used for construction of
buildings. Such allocations virtually defeat the purpose of it,”
the panel said in its report submitted to the Rajya Sabha last
week. The committee said it
strongly recommends that the
Home Ministry should desist
from sanctioning funds for
schemes like construction of
buildings from the Nirbhaya
Fund and adhere to its original
purpose.
The Nirbhaya Fund was
started in 2013 by the
Congress-led
United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)
government to implement initiatives aimed at enhancing
safety and security of women
across the country.
The non-lapsable corpus
fund was instituted following
gan-grape of a girl in Delhi in

2012 which triggered a nationwide outrage and protests.
The committee said that
sanctioning money from
Nirbhaya Fund for schemes
pertaining to compensation
would render it as a fund for
merely disbursal and would not
have a desired impact at the
ground-level in enhancing the
security scenario for the
women.
The panel observed that Rs
200 crore has been sanctioned
as one-time grant for Central
Victim Compensation Fund
(CVCF) Scheme for compensating women victims of acid
attacks, rape, trafficking, etc.
It appreciated the necessity and significance of the
CVCF Scheme, however, suggesting that this scheme could
have been funded from other
sources.
The committee took note
of the reply of the home min-

istry that the decreased allocation made for ‘Schemes of
Safety of Women’ was primarily because most of the expenditure out of the approved outlay for Emergency Response
Support System had already
been incurred up to 2017-18.
The committee, however,
felt that the home ministry
should have been “more proactive in finding new technologydriven projects” that could
have been implemented during
the current fiscal year.
“The committee feels that
ministry should identify such
innovative projects for funding
and implementation. “The
committee, therefore, recommends that the ministry should
undertake sincere efforts to
identify innovative technologydriven projects that can
enhance the safety of women,
and seek additional funds for
their implementation,” it said.
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he Government has sought
over Rs 1,637 crore in the
T
current fiscal to allow the Law
Ministry make payments to
two suppliers of electronic voting machines (EVMs) and
paper trail machines ahead of
the Lok Sabha elections.
The Government, in the
third batch of Supplementary
Demands for Grants for 201819, has sought Parliament’s
approval for C1,637.14 crore to
allow the Law Ministry pay
Electronics Corporation of
India Ltd and Bharat
Electronics Ltd for electronic
voting machines and paper
trail machines, according to the
document.
The third batch of supplementary demands for grants
will be passed by February 13
when the Budget session concludes. The two public sector
undertakings tasked with manufacturing the latest M3 type
EVMs to be used in Lok Sabha
elections due this summer have
delivered the lot comprising
nearly 22.3 lakh ballot units
and 16.3 lakh control units to
the Election Commission.
Around 22.3 lakh ballot
units, 16.3 lakh control units
and nearly 17.3 lakh VVPATs
or paper trail machines will be
used for the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls. The number of machines
includes the buffer stock for
training as well as replacements.
These machines would be
deployed at the nearly 10.6 lakh
polling stations across India in
the next parliamentary elections.
The Bharat Electronics Ltd
and
the
Electronics
Corporation of India Ltd were
mandated to deliver these
machines to the poll panel by
September 30, 2018.
During simultaneous elections, two separate sets of
EVMs are required, one for the

parliamentary constituency
and the other for legislative
assembly constituency.
In case of an error with the
VVPAT, the machine is
replaced with a reserve. But in
case a ballot unit or control unit
malfunctions, the entire set of
ballot unit, control unit and
VVPAT is replaced.
Till date, EVMs have been
used in 113 Assembly elections
and three Lok Sabha elections
since 2000.
Amid demands by some
opposition parties to go back to
ballot papers, the Commission
has maintained that use of
EVMs has ended the days of
booth capturing and the delays
and errors in counting of ballot papers.
Several parties have questioned the reliability of voting
machines, alleging that they
could be tampered with. The
Opposition’s demand for a
count of 50 percent of the
VVPAT slips, as opposed to the
current system of counting
VVPAT slips in one randomly
selected booth of each constituency, is aimed at ensuring
that EVMs have not been tampered with. EC safeguards are
robust enough to prevent this,
but VVPAT recounts could
eliminate any remaining doubt
about possible “insider fraud”
by errant officials or manufacturers.
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merican aerospace major Boeing on Sunday
announced the arrival of first batch of four
Chinook military helicopters for the Indian Air
Force at the Mundra port in Gujarat.
A statement from the company said the
CH47F (I) Chinooks will be ferried to
Chandigarh, where they will be formally inducted into the Indian Air Force later this year.
The Chinook is a multi-role, vertical-lift platform, which is used for transporting troops,
artillery, equipment and fuel.
It is also used for humanitarian and disaster
relief operations and in missions such as transportation of relief supplies and mass evacuation
of refugees.
“The CH-47F (I) Chinook is an advanced
multi-mission helicopter that will provide the
Indian armed forces with unmatched strategic airlift capability across the full spectrum of combat
and humanitarian missions. The Indian Air
Force currently has 15 Chinook helicopters on
order,” the statement said.
India had finalised a mega contract with
Boeing to procure 22 Apache helicopters and 15
Chinooks for the Indian Air Force in September
2015.
“Boeing has strengthened its supply chain with
over 160 partners in India, and a JV to manufacture fuselages for Apache helicopters. Annual
sourcing from India stands at $1 billion,” it said.
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eals on board the soon-to-belaunched Vande Bharat
M
Express or Train 18 will not be
optional for passengers unlike in
premium trains such as Shatabdi,
Rajdhani and Duronto express,
where travellers can choose not to
take catering services, officials said.
However, passengers travelling
the last leg on the route of the semihigh speed train — Allahabad to
Varanasi — will have the choice of
opting out of the meals provided by
the Indian Railways Catering and
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC), in
advance while booking their tickets,
the sources told PTI.
The catering charges would not
be included in their ticket prices.
For others, the prices of the
meals will be part of the ticket fare
of the train which will run from
Varanasi to Delhi on its maiden
journey on February 15.
If the passengers who have
opted out in advance want a meal
during their travel, they will have to
shell out an extra C50 for it, the
sources said.

In 2017, the IRCTC made meals
on board prepaid trains like
Rajdhani, Shatabdi and Duronto
(which add the meal prices in ticket) with pantry services optional.
It was done to effectively control unfair practices of overcharging,
issues of quality as well quantity and
also to avoid wastage of food. This
gave the passengers option to ‘not
eat’ if he does not want the food supplied on board.
This also reduced the cost of the
tickets on these trains by around C250.
Talking about Train 18, an official said, “The catering charges
between the stations have been
fixed and they will be added to the
ticket fare of all passengers.
“However, passengers boarding
the train to travel the final or first
leg of the journey from Varanasi to
Allahabad or Allahabad to Varanasi
may opt out of the catering services.
They will have to opt out at the time
of booking.”
“A separate receipt shall be
issued to such passengers by the
IRCTC,” the source said.
The train which has two classes of tickets — executive class and

chair car — will have differently
priced meals, the source said.
While passengers travelling
from New Delhi to Varanasi in the
executive class will be charged Rs
399 for morning tea, breakfast and
lunch, travellers in the chair car will
need to pay C344 for the same.
Those travelling from New
Delhi to Kanpur and Prayagraj will
have to pay C155 and C122 for executive class and chair car, respectively.
From Varanasi to New Delhi,
the passengers will be charged Rs
349 and C288 in the executive class
and chair, respectively. They will be
served evening tea with snacks and
dinner.
The tickets in Train 18 or the
Vande Bharat Express, which will
eventually replace Shatabdi trains,
will be priced higher than the fares
of the premium train.
The train will cover the 755-km
distance in eight hours with stoppages at Kanpur and Prayagraj. It
will be the fastest train on the
route.
The current fastest train takes
around 11-and-a-half-hours to complete the journey.
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he Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has tracked a dozen Swiss
T
bank accounts in the name of Rajiv
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Saxena, who is key accused in the
C3,600 crore AgustaWestland VVIP
chopper scam. The ED has also
found out accounts held by his family members and associates where
the kickbacks in the now scrapped
deal were allegedly parked.
Two bank accounts are in the
name of Rajiv Saxena’s associates
Pankaj Jain and Sumita Jain who are
also the authorised signatories. The
third is in the name of another associate Ajit Singh Bubber, but Rajiv and
his family members are authorised
signatories. The remaining nine
accounts are largely owned and
operated by Rajiv, his family members and associates.
Rajiv Saxena was deported by
the UAE authorities on January 30
and the ED formally arrested him
the next day and a court later granted his remand to the agency. He is
currently undergoing custodial interrogation by the ED. The agency had
in 2017 arrested his wife Shivani who
is now enlarged in bail.
The ED probe has revealed that
AgustaWestland International Ltd,
UK paid an amount of Euro 58 mil-

lion as kickbacks through Gordian
Services Sarl, Tunisia and IDS Sarl,
Tunisia. These companies further
siphoned off the kickback money/
Proceeds of Crime in the name of
consultancy contracts to Interstellar
Technologies Ltd., Mauritius and
others, which were further transferred to UHY Saxena, Dubai,
Matrix Holdings Ltd. Dubai and others.
The probe also revealed that
Rajiv Saxena is owner of Interstellar
Technologies Ltd., Mauritius. Rajiv
Saxena and his wife Shivani are partners/ Directors in UHY Saxena,
Dubai and Matrix Holdings Limited,
Dubai. Both these companies
received proceeds of bribe in their
respective Dubai bank accounts
from Interstellar Technologies Ltd.
Mauritius.
Investigation by ED also
revealed that Rajiv Saxena and his
wife Shivani have remitted/ transferred huge amount of money
through their companies at Dubai to
various other accounts including in
the Swiss Bank accounts, sources
said.
The ED is probing why Rajiv
Saxena is maintaining a dozen Swiss
bank accounts if he and his family
members were the only beneficial
owners, the sources further said.
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Baghel govt to create
2 lakhs jobs annually
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
ongress has claimed that the
budget for fiscal year 2019-20
presented in state assembly late last
week by Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel will create at least 2 lakh
jobs annually in Chhattisgarh.
“Bhupesh Baghel government
will provide jobs to at least 10
youths from a village, which will
benefit over 2 lakh individuals
across Chhattisgarh,” Shailesh Nitin
Trivedi, Chairman State Congress
Communication wing stated.
He claimed that the Congress
government in this budget has
clearly made provisions of more
than Rs 1500 crore under MNRE-

C

GA which will have positive impact

on the village level economy.

“Now MNREGA could be used
in agricultural activities which will
give an impetus economic condition of farmers and labourers,”
Trivedi said while adding that
employment-oriented schemes like
Narwa, Garwa, Ghurwa, Badi will
also generate massive employment
opportunities at village level.
While pointing out the decision
of establishing five food processing
units in state, Trivedi said that this
step will ensure better value for
crops.
While taking a dig at Modi government at the centre, Trivedi stated that BJP government in its 2014
manifesto had claimed of providing

Muscular ultrasound much easier
than MRI, CT scan: Experts
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
Muscular ultrasound is an easy mode to identify
diseases related to joints, soft skin and bones of
hands-legs when compared to MRI Imaging.
Especially for joint pathology for spine injury, it
becomes more effective, said Dr Mahesh
Prakash, Professor Radiology, PGI, Chandigarh,
President Musculoskeletal Society of India (MSI)
while addressing a daylong workshop on Sunday.
He was holding scientific session during
‘MSK Ultrasound Workshop’ organized by MSI
and Department of Radiodiagnosis, Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Medical College,
Raipur in collaboration with IRIA, Chhattisgarh
Chapter of Radiology at Telemedicine Hall,
Medical College Raipur.
This was further endorsed by Radiologist Dr
Naga Varaprasad Vemuri from Vijaywada stating
that shoulder, wrist and knee joints ultrasound
helps to identify the problem with ease even for
those patients who have fear for MRI scan. It is a

portable machine so it helps to take ultrasound of
critical patients from bedside.
Expert radiologists from Meerut and

STAFF
REPORTER
n
RAIPUR
overnment of India will
confer national level
Swachchhata Excellence
awards-2018-19 to three of
the Women Self Help
Groups of Ambikapur,
Raigarh and Mahasamund
regions.
All the three SHGs
would be awarded by
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs of Centre for
their outstanding contribution in the field of maintaining cleanliness and
sanitation in their respective areas.
The award would be

G

conferred to them at a
function to be held Vigyan
Bhawan of national capital
on February 15.
The names of these
SHGs
are
Swachchh
Saraipali of Saraipali in
Mahasamund
District,
Ujala of Raigarh and
Swachchh
Ambikapur
Mission
Cooperative
Committee of Ambikapur
in Surguja district.
Urban Administration
Minister Shiv Daharia had
congratulated the SHGs
for their achievement
asserting
they
have
brought laurels for the
state.

All rivulets of state will
be recharged: CM
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
tate government will take up work of
recharging all the rivulets existing in state,

S

increased.”
He further said, “For increasing ground
level water, recharging the rivulet is the best

said Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel while
addressing a function in village Tarra of Patan
development block in Durg district on Sunday.
Chandranahu Kshatriya Samaj felicitated
Chief Minister on the occasion.
Sharing his experience, Chief Minister
said, “When I was minister in previous
Congress government in state, then I had made
plan to recharge few of rivulets. The works of
recharging of rivulets were undertaken in
Patan area, where the groundwater level had

option. This will not bring the land of farmers
under submergence area like that of dams. It
helps to maintain humidity in soil. It is beneficial for the crop.”
Making a call to villagers, Baghel said,
“There is need to make the cattle resources as
power centre. Keep a small area for cow-shed
and larger section of land for grazing for cattle.
It will work as lifeline for the farmers. It will
facilitate to generate organic fertilizers and
biogas.

Hyderabad also spoke on different aspects stating
that there is no danger of radiation while it is
much cheaper than MRI and CT Scan.

SIT likely to quiz Ajit Jogi,
Amit Jogi, Punit Gupta soon
STAFF REPORTER n KANKER
Special Investigation Team (SIT)
probing the Antagarh tape case has
fast tracked its investigation and the
probe team reached Pakhanjur in
Kanker district on Sunday to interrogate Manturam Pawar, the key person in the bribery case linked to an
assembly bypoll.
A highly placed official confirmed that he was reportedly
quizzed at his residence for a couple
of hour in isolation and no one was
permitted to enter the room. The
official however, denied providing
details citing the reason that it might
affect the probe.
Meanwhile, the official also hinted that some bigwigs that include
former Chief Minister Ajit Jogi, his

2 crore jobs annually, but at the end
it turned out to be a ‘political jumla’.
On the contrary GST and demonetization not only slowed down business sector but also claimed several
jobs.
Meanwhile,
state
BJP
spokesperson Sanjay Shrivastav
said that several key factors were
missing in the state budget.
Provision for new industry, business, employment, liquor prohibition etc are completely missing in
the ruling party’s state budget, he
said.
“Bhupesh Baghel government
has betrayed the residents of state,”
Shrivastava concluded.

Three women
SHGs to get
national award

Antagarh tape case has
fast tracked its investigation
and the probe team reached
Pakhanjur in Kanker district
on Sunday to interrogate
Manturam Pawar

Vadra’s interrogation a political
vendetta, claims Baghel
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
Hitting out at Narendra Modi-led central
government, Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Sunday said that
Enforcement Directorate’s (ED) ongoing
interrogation of Robert Vadra, husband of
Congress national general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, is a political vendetta.
“Where was ED all these five years and it
has swung into action at the time when general elections is just round the corner. It clearly indicates political vendetta,’’ he said while
talking to media persons here at Chhattisgarh
Assembly premises during refresher course of
new legislators.
Former Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
and senior Congress leader Digvijay Singh was

son Amit Jogi and Punit Gupta, sonin-law of former Chief Minister
Raman Singh might be interrogated
soon.Notable, as anticipatory bail
plea of Manturam and Punit was
rejected by the lower court recently.
Also, the other day SIT interrogated
State
General
Secretary
of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress
Committee Girish Dewangan and he
reportedly handed over a sealed
envelope to the SIT.

also present on this occasion.
Regarding suspension of two top police
officials of the state,
Baghel
commented
`only dust had been
removed from the files at
present and so much of
chaos had been created’.
Replying to a query
whether there will be
arrest of former Chief
Minister Raman Singh,
Baghel said `probe was
on at present and nothing could be said at this initial moment’.

Govt will continue to procure ECI directs states to transfer
paddy at Rs 2500: CM
officers by February 20
STAFF REPORTER n SIMGA
n a welcome news for farmers
community, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel announced on
Sunday that next in kharif season the paddy from farmers will
be procured at Rs 2500 per
quintal rate.
Government has also made
a budgetary provision of Rs
5000 crore as well in an annual
budget tabled in state assembly
on Friday.
He made the announcement
while participating in a
‘Parmeshwari Mahotsav’ organized to mark ‘Basant Panchmi’ at
Simga tehsil of Baloda BazarBhatapara district organized by
Dewangan Community.

I

Baghel said, “Government
waived off farmers loan and procured paddy at Rs 2500 per
quintal. This has strengthened

the entire economy of state.
With purchasing power of farmers has increased, it will indirectly help business too.”

Chief Minister appreciating
contribution of Dewangan
Community said, “The community apart from their traditional
weaving trade had progressed in
business also without government patronage. One has to
jump in open competition.
Those who ensure quality will
remain in market.”
“State government will provide advisor to community as
with changing times new
designs has to be included in
weaving,” Baghel assured.
On liquor prohibition issue,
he said demand should come
from society so at political and
social level the social ill of liquor
consumption can be dealt with.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
lection Commission of India (ECI) in a letter to all
Chief Secretaries and Chief Electoral Officers of
state and union territories have asked to conduct all the
transfers/postings latest by February 20.
Earlier, the Commission had fixed the date on
February 28.
The ECI stated that it revised the date primarily
keeping in view of the upcoming Lok Sabha Polls 2019
and general elections for state assemblies of Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim.
The letter stated that ECI had issued an earlier letter on January 16 where it was directed to all the states
and union territories to carry out transfers/postings of
the officials by February 28 and furnishing the compliance report by first week of March 2019.
But amending the earlier circular, ECI has now
directed to conduct transfers/postings of all officers
covered under the instructions to be carried out by
February 20 and submit the compliance report by

E

February 25.
Generally, the criteria of transfer of officials during
Lok Sabha election are similar to state assembly election. The officials having completed three years of term
at one place, posted in home district and those officials
who were served in the post during last Lok Sabha polls
in same place.
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ivided on caste lines,
polarization of the domiD
nant Jat community versus the
non-Jats seems to be getting
stronger in Haryana and likely to dominate the political discourse as well as the outcome
in the Lok Sabha elections, a
few weeks from now.
Haryana which has 10 Lok
Sabha seats, is bitterly divided
on caste lines following the violent Jat reservation agitation in
2016. While the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is banking
on the non-Jat votes to get at
least seven seats which it won
in 2014 polls, there is a tough
competition to get the Jat votes.
In the past three decades,
the dominant Jats constituting
about 29 percent of state’s population (25 percent of the electorate) is stated to have always
polarized behind a favoured Jat
leader in the maze of Haryana
politics.
The Jats are usually seen as
playing a key role in electing or
overthrowing Jat leaders in the
polls but the Jat card is unlikely to work in favour of the ruling BJP in Haryana.
“With the Jat community

drifting away from the BJP over
the issue of their unfulfilled
demands including reservation, the strategy of consolidating the non-Jat votes, just
like in 2014 assembly polls,
would be party’s main agenda
for Lok Sabha polls 2019. In the
absence of Modi-wave this
time, the BJP would be banking on non-Jat voters in 10 parliamentary constituencies in
Haryana,” say political experts.
The non-Jat polarization
has already worked in favour of
the BJP in recent bypoll to Jind
assembly segment, where the
party had never won in the
past.
Jind, which were conventionally known as INLD and
Congress bastions due to a
majority of Jat voters, saw
polarization along caste lines
with non-Jat votes rallied
around and pumped for BJP’s
Krishan Middha and the eventual winner.
In the past, only former
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal, a
non-Jat had managed to
become a potential non-Jat
option for the voters and had
led the Congress for years,
bringing together non-Jats like
Dalits, Yadavs and other Hindu
castes in Haryana.

Sensing the success of this
political strategy, the BJP under
a Punjabi Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar now
seems to be working on the
same formula of consolidation of non-Jats, which appears
to be an aggrieved gathering
due to the perceived political
clout being enjoyed by the Jats
in the past three decades in
Haryana.
The BJP’s focus on the
non-Jat votes was evident in
2014 when the party decided to
chose Manohar Lal, a first
non-Jat to lead the state in 18
years after former Chief
Minister Bhajan Lal.
The saffron party, which
was riding high on the
Narendra Modi wave in the
2014 Lok Sabha elections had
won seven seats out of 10 Lok
Sabha seats.
In general elections, the
BJP had contested eight seats
out of 10 and left Hissar and
Sirsa to its alliance partner at
that time, Haryana Janhit
Congress (HJC) of former CM
Bhajan Lal’s son Kuldeep
Bishnoi.
While the HJC lost both
seats to the INLD, the BJP won
seven seats, losing the Rohtak
seat to Deepender Hooda of

the Congress.
Later that year, several factors including consolidation
of non-Jat votes, support by a
section of Jats, shifting loyalists
of Congress’ bigwigs and a
strong anti-incumbency against
Congress had led to BJP’s maiden victory in the state assembly polls.
Barring northern Haryana,
the Jats have strongholds
everywhere across the state.
Their strength is particularly
high in central Haryana, which
includes Rohtak Lok Sabha
constituency seat.
The community also has
a significant presence in
Hisar,
BhiwaniMahendragarh and Sonepat
parliamentary seats.
While around 25 percent of
total electorate in Haryana are
Jats, the remaining 75 percent
are non-Jats, which include
Dalits, Brahmins, Yadavs,
Baniyas among others.
This time, Haryana will be
witnessing a rectangular political battle with BJP, Congress,
INLD-BSP and Jannayak Janta
Party of Hisar MP Dushyant
Chautala in the fray. JJP, a
breakaway faction of the INLD
is likely to form an alliance with
the Aam Aadmi Party for the

general elections.
With the formation of
another political party—JJP—
ahead of general elections, the
vote arithmetic is likely to take
a different shape this time in Jat
dominated areas.
“With the dominant Jat
community unhappy with the
ruling party due to their unfulfilled demands, the BJP is likely to focus on cobbling together other castes including Dalits,
Brahmins, Ahirs, Gujjars,
Baniyas among others to get
benefit in the ensuing general
elections,” said Kulwant Singh
Nehra, Assistant Professor, RBI
chair at Chandigarh-based
Centre for Research in Rural
and Industrial Development
(CRRID) while talking to The
Pioneer.
He said, “The non-Jat
polarization might work in
favour of the BJP in some Lok
Sabha seats. The four Lok
Sabha seats including Rohtak,
Hisar, Bhiwani-Mahendragarh
and Sonepat are Jat dominated
seats and the strategy of nonJat polarization is unlikely to
work in favour of the ruling
party.”
Jitender Prasad, retired
Professor, Department of
Sociology,
Maharashi

Dayanand University, Rohtak
said that another factor that
might work in favor of the BJP
would be split in Jat vote bank
with the formation of JJP, a
splinter group of INLD, which
is a Jat-centric party.
“In Jind bypoll, the contest
between a Punjabi vs three Jat
candidates helped the BJP to
ensure its victory. Split in Jat
votes had benefited the saffron
party in the bypoll. This same
equation might work in favor
of the BJP in some segments in
Haryana in upcoming polls,” he
said.
“From the looks of it, the
BJP seems to be in the lead after
their Jind bypoll success, but
the political scenario will also
depend on the selection of
candidates by all major political parties,” Prasad said.
He said, “Around 20 percent Dalit voters, about 7 percent Saini voters and considerable amount of Brahmins
and Yadav voters will have an
impact in atleast six constituencies in Haryana.”
In upcoming general elections, the mishandling of sensitive issue of Jat reservation
agitation by the ruling BJP
will also certainly swing key
electorate votes, he added.

@=d_cU^T_edS\UQ^\Y^Ucc]UccQWU !   
Vb_];ebe[cXUdbQ_^6URbeQbi!"
P
?=B ?0C80;0

?=B
270=3860A7

rime Minister Narendra Modi will
send out a message of cleanliness
P
from Har yana’s Kurukshetra on
February 12 during the “Swachh
Shakti-2019” programme.
“This programme is dedicated to
women. About 7,500 women representatives from across the country and
15,000 women Panches and
Sarpanches from across the state, are
participating in this programme,” said
an official spokesman.
On the occasion, the Prime Minister
will also lay the foundation stone of
National Institute of Ayurveda at Shri
Mata Mansa Devi Complex, Panchkula
from Kurukshetra through digital link.
He will also inaugurate National Cancer
Institute (NCI) at Badhsa, Jhajjar
through video conferencing.
Giving details of “Swachh Shakti2019” programme, the spokesman
said that in order to empower women,
the Prime Minister had first launched
the Swachh Shakti-2017 programme
from Gujarat, Swachh Shakti-2018
from Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh and

the third Swachh Shakti-2019 programme is being inaugurated from
Kurukshetra in Haryana.
He said that under this mission, the
Central Government and the State
Government has, so far, released Rs
122.69 crore and Rs 169.75 crores,
respectively to urban local bodies in
order to promote cleanliness in the
state.
The State Government has implement Swachhta Shehri Puraskaar
yojana. Under which, the best ward in
Municipal Corporation areas would be
awarded cash prize of Rs 2 lakh for its
sanitation efforts, best ward in
Municipal Committees with cash prize
of Rs 1 lakh and best ward in
Municipalities with cash prize of Rs
50,000, the spokesman said.
He further said that in the current
financial year 2018-19, Rs 75 crore was
approved in the revised budget.
Under the sanitation campaign, the
number of toilets were constructed,
has reached to 70,000 from 60,000. In
Haryana so far, more than 3,700 community toilets have been constructed
for the public.
The women coming to this pro-

gramme would be informed regarding
efforts to further empower the women
of the state.
Under this, they would visit
women hockey nursery, Kalpana
Chawla museum and women police
stations, the spokesman said.
About the National Institute of
Ayurveda at Shri Mata Mansa Devi
Complex, Panchkula, the spokesman
said that the estimated cost of this project is Rs 270.50 crore.
The Prime Minister will also lay
the foundation stone of this project on
February 12. This institute will be a
national level institute for Ayurveda
treatment, education and research
with 250 bedded hospital, the
spokesman said.
It will cater to over 500 students
every year offering UG, PG and PHD
degree with facilities for auditorium,
hostel accommodation, staff quarters
and guest house etc. Har yana
Government as well as Shri Mata
Mansa Devi Shrine board have provided 19.87 acre of land of Shri Mata
Mansa Devi shrine Board at Panchkula
on lease to the Union Ministry of
AYUSH, he said.

unjab Police on Sunday used
water cannons, and resorted
to lathicharge to stop the protesting teachers from moving
towards the Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh’s private residence in Patiala, leaving atleast
10 injured. The police action was
condemned by all political parties in opposition.
The police lathicharged the
group of teachers that was
marching towards Capt
Amarinder’s Moti Bagh Palace in
Patiala to protest against the conditions for their regularisation.
A superintendent of policerank officer was also injured in
the melee as the police tried to
disperse the protesters who
wanted to gherao the Moti bagh
palace, said the police.
The protesters were demonstrating against the Stat
Government’s regularisation policy for 8,886 teachers of Adarsh
schools, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
(SSA) and Rashtriya Madhyamik
Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA).
Police also used water cannons to disperse the protesters,
who had gathered near the

Patiala bus stand where barricades had been erected to stop
them.
However, as they insisted on
marching ahead, towards the
Chief Minister's residence, a
scuffle broke out between protesters and the police personnel,
said the police official.
The teachers, most of whom
are contractual employees, were
protesting against the condition
for their regularisation.
According to the condition, the
contractual teachers will have to
work at a monthly salary of nearly Rs 15,000 for three years
before being regularised in their
jobs.
Some teachers alleged that
the State Government has
stopped paying salaries to the
SSA and RMSA teachers for
not accepting the condition for
regularisation.
Meanwhile, the rival political parties condemned the lathicharge by the Congress-led
Government. SAD president
Sukhbir Badal, terming the act as
a murder of democracy, said that
the lathi-charge on teachers coupled with use of high pressure
water cannons was reminiscent
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Nagpur: Mohammad Hanif Syed, one of the three convicts sentenced to death in the 2003 Mumbai twin bomb
blasts and currently lodged in the Nagpur Central Jail,
died at a hospital, a prison officer said on Sunday.
Syed's health suddenly deteriorated Saturday evening,
following which he was shifted to the Government
Medical College and Hospital (GMCH) where he died
one and half hours after admission, Jail Superintendent
Rani Bhosle told PTI on Sunday night.
"The exact cause of his death will be known after
post-mortem which will be conducted Monday in the
presence of his relatives who have arrived in the city
Sunday," she said, adding that Syed's body will be handed over to his relatives after autopsy.
As per preliminary information and symptoms, he
could have died of a cardiac arrest, Bhosle said. PTI
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From Page 1
“In the hilly areas of the Northeast, characteristics of fog are
completely different from what they are in the plains of East India.
The terrain of Northeast India is a mix of everything, from hills
and valleys to mountains, which is conducive for trapping fog
for longer durations. Northeast is well known for dense fog
throughout the winter season
due to persistent flow of moist
air from River Brahmaputra.
Lucknow, Allahabad in Uttar
Pradesh, Patna in Bihar,
Kolkata in the Indo Gangetic
plains and Jorhat in Northeast
India are some of the places
that witness dense to very
dense fog during winters,” the
Skymet said.
Dry Central India is generally escapes the wrath of fog
in the winter season. However,
places closer to the sub-tropics
(at around latitude 23?N) like
Jabalpur, Indore and Nagpur do
witness fog sometimes.
Changing weather conditions
in North India leads to rare
occasions of fog in Central
India.

From Page 1
Workers of TDP, Congress and Left
parties organised the demonstrations
against Modi raising slogans of “Modi Go
Back”
in
Vijaywada,
Guntur,
Visakhapatnam, Tirupati and other major
centres.
Many of the protesters wore black shirts
and waved black flags. Significantly the
entire rout from Gannavaram airport near
Vijaywada to Guntur was full of big antiModi billboards questioning the Centre’s
failure in keeping the promises made to
Andhra Pradesh.
Some of the billboards read, “With
what face are you coming to Andhra
Pradesh” and “Where is the special category
status you promised to Andhra Pradesh”.
In his characteristic style Modi,
addressing in Hindi played with the words
to target Naidu and the TDP. On the slogan of ‘Modi go back’, Modi said, “yes I will
go back to Delhi as Prime Minister for second term after the coming elections”. He
also made fun of the black flags and the balloons as “Drishti” or an antidote against the
evil eye.
Modi has been facing black flags and
protest in different States during his visit
in the recent weeks. After Tamil Nadu,
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh earlier he
faced similar protests in AP, for second time
in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka where he
addressed a series of meeting in the runup to the coming elections.
Rejecting the TDP’s allegations that he
did not keep promises made to Andhra
Pradesh Modi said, “Our Government

 +++

gave AP much more than what was mentioned in the special status category. The
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh also
acknowledged the special package but
took a U-turn later as they failed to use the
funds appropriately,” Modi said.
On Naidu’s proposed day-long hunger
strike in New Delhi on Monday, Modi said
that the BJP was organising programmes
spending its own money whereas Naidu
was spending public money for the
Monday’s protest in Delhi.
In his equally strong counter to Modi’s
attack Naidu said, “What all Modi said was
a lie. I don’t have to give any answers (on
expenditure). State accountants have all the
figures of (expenditure)”.
On Modi’s criticism of his son Nara
Lokesh, Naidu said, “I am proud of my family, as Lokesh’s dad, Devansh’s grand father
and Bhuvanesari’s husband”.
Stressing that his family was with him
Naidu said, “I always promote family values where as Modi has no family and is
unable to appreciate these things”.
Meanwhile, hundreds of TDP workers
and supporters were travelling by train
from different places in the State to New
Delhi to take part in Monday’s hunger
strike by Naidu against the Centre. 22 political parties including Congress have
announced their support to Naidu’s programme.
BJP leadership has stepped up its
attack on the Andhra Pradesh Government
ever since Naidu emerged as a driving force
behind a Congress led alliance against the
BJP at the national level.

Mumbai: Courts have a "limited" role to play in the resolution
of the Ayodhya dispute, BJP
leader Subramanian Swamy said
here on Sunday.
Speaking at a public function
here, the Rajya Sabha MP also
claimed that Pakistan will disintegrate in the next decade.
Talking about the Babri
Masjid-Ram temple issue, which
is currently before the Supreme
Court, Swamy said, "Court's role
is limited in this case.
"The non-disputed land can
be taken into possession and the
temple can be constructed within two years," he said.
Last month, the Narendra
Modi Government asked the
Supreme Court to allow it to
return the "non-disputed" surplus land acquired around the
disputed structure in Ayodhya to
a Hindu trust and other original
owners.
Swamy also predicted that
Pakistan will split up and cease
to exist as a country.
PTI

Notably, 31 people had
died while more than 200 were
injured during the violent Jat
quota agitation in 2016 in the
state.
Ahead of 2019 polls, the
Jat community is again gearing
up for a fresh agitation over
their unfulfilled demands of
reservation in educational institutions and government jobs,
release of youths arrested during quota stir 2016 and withdrawal of cases registered
against them.
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Out of 10 Lok Sabha seats,
two seats including Sirsa and
Ambala are reserved constituencies in Haryana.
Rohtak, which was the
epicentre of the 2016 violent
Jat agitation, is considered a
stronghold of former Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda. During Lok Sabha
polls 2014, Congress had
managed to retain its Rohtak
seat, with Deepender Singh
Hooda being the only
Congress candidate recording
victory during the polls.
Two seats of Hissar and
Sirsa were won by INLD’s
Dushyant Chautala and

Charanjit Singh respectively.
BJP’s candidate Rattan Lal
Kataria had won in Ambala,
Rajkumar Saini in Kurukshetra,
Ashwini Kumar Chopra in
Karnal, Ramesh Chander in
Sonepat, Dharmveer in
Bhiwani-Mahendragarh, Rao
Inderjit Singh in Gurugram
and Krishan Pal Gurjar in
Faridabad.
The BJP, which won seven
of the 10 Lok Sabha seats in
Haryana, had managed to get
a vote share of 34.7 per cent as
compared to 17.21 per cent in
2009 when it failed to win any
seat.
The Congress, on the
other hand, lost eight of the
nine seats it had won in 2009
and saw its vote share declining to 22.9 per cent as compared to 41.77 per cent in
2009. The INLD, which won
two seats, increased its vote
share to 24.4 per cent from
15.78 per cent in 2009.
The Aam Aadmi Party,
which unsuccessfully contested all the 10 seats for the
first time, got a vote share of
4.2 per cent while the BSP
which failed to win any seat
also saw a decline in its vote
share to 4.6 per cent from 4.98
per cent in 2009.

    
of the rule of an arrogant and
dictatorial Raja.
Expressing sympathies with
those injured in the brutal police
action, Sukhbir said that it was
shocking that woman teachers
had been handled in such an
inhuman manner. “It seems the
government wanted to teach a lesson to teachers for trying to
gherao the CM’s residence. This
is why no attempt was made to
address their concerns and instead
they were manhandled to crush
their democratic protest,” he said.
SAD general secretar y
Bikram Singh Majithia, condemning the police action on
protesting teachers on the occasion of Basant Panchmi, said that
the voice of democracy could not
be muzzled in this fashion.
He urged the youth across
the state to show solidarity with
the striking teachers of Adarsh
schools, SSA and RMSA.
He also demanded immediate registration or criminal cases
against all police officials who
had manhandled woman teachers. We cannot tolerate those
who are moulding our future
generations to be treated in this
manner”, he added.

# +++
From Page 1
The memorandum said, “The
cardinal principle of law is that “no
one can be a judge in his own cause.”
Constitutional scheme and the
essential Rule of Law envisage that
no individual can audit or examine
or sit in judgement over one’s own
actions.
“It has been now revealed to us
that the audit of the 36 Rafale aircraft deal by you as CAG is one such
glaring case. Under the Defence
Procurement Procedure as also the
Government of India (Transaction
of Business) Rules, Ministry of
Finance and the then Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS) are
the appropriate authorities for financial sanction and approval of the
defence deals.”
The memorandum states, “You
were Finance Secretary from
October 29, 2014 to August 30,
2015. This means that you were the
Finance Secretary at the time of unilateral announcement of purchase
of 36 Rafale aircraft at a cost of Rs
58,000 crore by the Prime Minister.”
“Representatives of the Finance
Ministry ie, Members of the Cost
Accounts Service and Financial
Advisers were part of the Indian

Former Education Minister
SAD senior vice president Daljit
Singh Cheema, describing the
incident as most unfortunate,
said that there was no example
in the history of Independent
India where the two third salary
of the employees was taken away
forcibly on the pretext of regularization of services of the
employees.
Expressing deep sympathy
with the agitating teachers, the
SAD leader said that the party
will forcefully raise the issue in
the upcoming session of the
state Assembly.
SAD (Taksali) president and
Khadoor Sahib MP Ranjit Singh
Brahmpura slammed Capt
Amarinder-led
Congress
Government for the action by
saying that the Congress government had been trying to suppress the voice of the common
man with the power of lathicharge and water cannons attack.
Brahmpura called upon the
people to throw away Congress
government in Punjab in the
ensuing Lok Sabha elections
and vote Shiromani Akali Dal
(Taksali) to power for the resolution of all their demands.

negotiating team. Hence, you were
also involved in the negotiations of
the Rafale deal,” the Congress says.
“We urge upon you to recuse
yourself and publicly accept the
gross impropriety committed by
you in initiating the audit of 36
Rafale aircraft deal,” it said.
Congress has been accusing the
Modi Government of corruption in
the deal, alleging that the price of the
aircraft was raised and the offset deal
was taken from State-owned aircraft
maker HAL and given to businessman Anil Ambani’s newly formed
Reliance Defence, which had no
experience.
The Government and Anil
Ambani have repeatedly refuted all
allegations of irregularities and corruption.
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi stepped up his attack on the
Narendra Modi Government over
Rafale deal on Friday following a
news report claiming that the
Defence Ministry objected to “parallel parleys” by the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) with the French
authorities.
A report published by The
Hindu claimed that “the French side
took advantage of parallel parleys by
the PMO that weakened Indian
team’s position” in negotiating the
Rafale deal with France.

- .+++
From Page 1
It is on orders of her that allegations are being levelled against
the BJP for his murder.”
Meanwhile, police arrested
Kartik and Sujit Mondal, both
alleged BJP workers. The duo was
on Sunday remanded to police 14day custody. The prime suspect is
still at large, said police, adding
they expected to nab the person
soon.
The officer in-charge of local
Hanskhali police station and the
personal security officer of Biswas
were suspended amid allegations
that there was no security cover
despite the presence of the MLA
and a Minister at the venue of a
Saraswati Puja where the incident
occurred.
A departmental enquiry has
also been initiated against the OC
and the PSO, who was reportedly on leave on Saturday, police
said.

Asked about the chances of
the assailants fleeing the area, an
officer said the State police have
been put on a high alert.”Nadia
shares border with Bangladesh
and there could be a possibility of
them (assailants) trying to escape
to the neighbouring country.
Police have been put on high alert
to check the movements along the
border,” he said.
A large crowd gathered to pay
last respects to the deceased MLA
at his residence, a few metres from
the Saraswati Puja marquee where
he was shot.
Urban Development Minister
Firhad Hakim alleged that “the
BJP is importing the politics of
violence and murder in West
Bengal from Gujarat.
“They think that they will win the
seat if they eliminate him,” he said
accusing the BJP.
Hakim also squarely blamed
the BJP for the killing of Biswas,

who belonged to the Matua community - deemed vital as a support base in Bengal.
“The Prime Minister came to
woo the Matua community in
Thakurnagar last week. Now the
local BJP leaders are resorting to
criminal activities to gain political turf,” he said.
Denying allegations of BJP’s
involvement, the party’s state
president Dilip Ghosh demanded a CBI investigation into the
killing. An independent probe
will reveal the truth, he said.
Ghosh also echoed Roy’s sentiments and said Biswas was a victim of internal feud within the
ruling party.
“If an MLA gets killed like
this, how can the common feel
safe?” he maintained.
CPI (M) state secretary
Surjyakanta Mishra said this incident shows that nobody is safe
under TMC rule.
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urkey on Saturday condemned China’s treatment
T
of its Muslim ethnic Uighur
people as “a great embarrassment for humanity”, adding to
rights groups’ recent criticism
over mass detentions of the
Turkic-speaking minority.
“The systematic assimilation policy of Chinese authorities towards Uighur Turks is a
great embarrassment for
humanity,” Turkish Foreign
Ministry spokesman Hami
Aksoy said in a statement.
The northwest Xinjiang
region of China, where most
Uighurs live, has been under
heavy police surveillance in
recent years, after violent interethnic tensions.
Nearly one million Uighurs
and other Turkic languagespeaking minorities in China
have reportedly been held in reeducation camps, according to
a UN panel of experts.
Beijing says the “vocational education centres” help people steer clear of terrorism and
allow them to be reintegrated
into society.

But critics say China is
seeking to assimilate Xinjiang’s
minority population and suppress religious and cultural
practices that conflict with
Communist ideology and the
dominant Han culture.
“It is no longer a secret that
more than one million Uighur
Turks, — who are exposed to
arbitrary arrests — are subjected to torture and political
brainwashing in concentration
centres and prisons,” Aksoy
said in the Turkish foreign
ministry statement .
“Uighurs who are not
detained in the camps are also
under great pressure,” he
added.
Turkey called on the international community and UN
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres “to take effective steps
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a landmark decision, Abu
has included Hindi as
IthenDhabi
third official language used
in its courts, alongside Arabic
and English, as part of a move
designed to improve access to
justice. The Abu Dhabi Judicial
Department on Saturday said it
has extended the adoption of
interactive forms of statement
of claims filed before courts by
including the Hindi language
alongside Arabic and English in
labour cases.
This is aimed at helping
Hindi speakers to learn about
litigation procedures, their
rights and duties without a language barrier, in addition to
facilitating registration procedures via unified forms available through the ADJD website,
the judicial body said.
According to official figures, the UAE population is
estimated to be around nine
million of which 2/3rd are
immigrants from foreign countries. The Indian community in
the UAE, numbering 2.6 million, constitutes 30 per cent of
the total population and is the
largest expatriate community in
the country.
Yousef Saeed Al Abri,
undersecretary of the ADJD,
said the adoption of multilingual interactive forms for claim
sheets, grievances and requests,
aims to promote judicial ser-
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udged by rightwing political rivals after a deadly
Palestinian attack on a young
Israeli woman, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu who
seeks re-election pledged
Sunday to freeze money transfers to the Palestinian
Authority.
Israel collects around USD
127 million a month in customs duties levied on goods
destined for Palestinian markets that transit through Israeli
ports and then transfers it to
the PA.
The Israeli parliament last
year passed legislation to partially withhold funds, in
response
to
PA
payments to families of
Palestinians jailed by Israel for
attacks against Israelis.
“By the end of the week,
the staff-work necessary for
implementing the law on
deducting terrorists’ salaries
will be completed,” Netanyahu
— who faces a general election
in April — told journalists at
the start of the weekly cabinet
meeting.

N

vices in line with the plan
Tomorrow 2021, and increase
the transparency of litigation
procedures.
“This is in addition to
facilitating registration procedures to the public through
simplified and easy forms and
raising litigants’ legal awareness
via interactive forms of the
statements of claims, to ensure
access to the legal materials
related to the subject of the dispute,” Al Abri was quoted as
saying by the Khaleej Times.
He indicated that the
extension of the adoption of
interactive forms in several
languages comes under the
directives of Sheikh Mansour
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Presidential Affairs and ADJD
Chairman. Al Abri explained
that the adoption of new languages comes as part of the
bilingual litigation system, the
first phase of which was
launched in November 2018,
through the adoption of procedures requiring the plaintiffs
to translate the case documents in civil and commercial
lawsuits into English, if the
defendant is a foreigner.
“The foreign investor
receives the case files translated, thus contributing to the provision of a global judicial service
that meets the requirements of
residents in the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi,” he added.

to end the human tragedy in
Xinjiang region”.
Most mainly Muslim countries have not been vocal on the
issue, not criticising the government in China which is an
important trading partner.
Aksoy also said Turkey had
learned of the “tragic” death in
custody Saturday of Uighur
poet and musician Abdurehim
Heyit.
“We’ve learned with great
sorrow that dignified poet
Abdurehim Heyit, who was
sentenced to eight years in
prison for his compositions,
died in the second year of his
imprisonment,” he said.
“This tragic incident has
further strengthened the
Turkish public’s reaction to
the serious human rights violations in Xinjiang Region”.

akistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan will meet IMF
chief Christine Lagarde in
Dubai on Sunday to discuss the
conditions of the bailout package for his cash-strapped country.
Khan is paying a day-long
trip to the UAE to take part in
the 7th edition of the World
Government Summit on the
invitation of Vice President
and Prime Minister of the
UAE Sheikh Mohammad Bin
Rashid Al-Maktoum.
Information Minister
Fawad Chaudhry told Dawn
newspaper that the premier will
meet Lagarde on the sidelines
of the World Government
Summit in Dubai.
The report quoted a senior
official involved in the negotiations as saying that Pakistan
and the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) have narrowed
their positions on the scale of
adjustments over the past few
weeks of continuous engagements.
The IMF is asking for an
adjustment of around Rs 1,6002,000 billion over three to four
years. It also wants some corrective measures to put
Pakistan’s economy on the right
track after witnessing the highest-ever current account deficit.
But the stumbling issue in
the talks is the pace of adjustments in the current expenditure. The emphasis on current

expenditures comes as a result
of a focus on what is known as
a “primary balance” in the
parlance of public finance.
According to the official,
there is some space for cut in
certain expenditures where
Pakistan is in a comfortable
position.
“This agreement in cut
will pave way for accession to
the programme,” the official
claimed, adding that it will be
a politically difficult decision.
A cut in the current expenditures still seems to put the
government in awkward position by making adjustments in
subsidies and other special
grants.
The IMF has been
demanding that the burden of
any expenditure cuts should fall
on current expenditures that
include debt service, defence
and subsidies.
Finance
Division’s
Spokesperson Khaqan Najeeb

he decade from 2014 to
2023 could end up being
T
the warmest in over 150 years
of records, say scientists who
predict that the global average
surface temperature for the
next five years will be one
degree Celsius above preindustrial levels.
The figures released by the
UK Met Office include data
from a number of sources
including the latest publication
of provisional figures for 2018.
Records for annual global average temperature extend back to
1850.
“2015 was the first year that
global annual average surface
temperatures reached 1.0
degree Celsius above preindustrial levels and the following three years have all
remained close to this level,”
said Adam Scaife, Head of
Long-Range Prediction at the
Met Office in the UK.
“The global average temperature between now and
2023 is predicted to remain
high, potentially making the

Seoul: The United States and
North Korea will meet again
this month in an unidentified
Asian country ahead of their
leaders’ planned second summit in Vietnam in late
February, South Korean officials said on Sunday.
The US special representative for North Korea, Stephen
Biegun, visited Pyongyang last
week to work out details of the
Februar y 27-28 summit
between President Donald
Trump and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un.
After being briefed by
Biegun about his discussions in
North Korea, South Korea’s
presidential office said that the
US and North Korea used
Biegun’s trip as a chance to
explain what concrete steps
they want from each other.
South Korea’s national
security adviser Chung Euiyong, who met Biegun, reported that US-North Korea diplomacy “is working well,” presidential spokesman Kim Euikyeom said. He said a followup US-North Korea meeting
ahead of the summit will take
place in a third country in Asia
in the week that begins
February 17.
In Pyongyang, Biegun and
Kim Hyok Chol, North Korea’s
special representative for US
affairs, discussed advancing
Trump and Kim’s Singapore
summit commitments of complete denuclearisation.
AP
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S-backed forces were
locked in fierce fighting on
Sunday as they pressed the battle against the last shred of the
Islamic State group’s “caliphate”
in eastern Syria. The jehadis
overran large parts of the country and neighbouring Iraq in
2014, but various military
offensives have since reduced
that territory to a patch on the
Iraqi border.
The Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF), supported by a
US-led coalition, announced a
final push to retake the jihadist
pocket on late Saturday, after a
pause of more than a week to
allow civilians to flee.
SDF spokesman Mustafa
Bali on Sunday afternoon said
his fighters had battled their
way forwards against the
jihadists, capturing 41 positions
from them.
“Our forces are relying on
direct combat with light
weapons,” he told AFP.
The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights monitor
group said the SDF had
advanced across farming land,
backed by coalition air strikes
and artillery fire.
Earlier, an SDF field commander reported “heavy clashes” as his fighters gained
ground. The SDF launched an
offensive to expel ISIS from the
oil-rich eastern province of
Deir Ezzor in September.

U

The Kurdish-led alliance
has since whittled down
jihadist-held territory to a scrap
of just four square kilometres
(one square mile) between the
Euphrates and the Iraqi border.
Up to 600 jehadis could
still remain inside, most of
them foreigners, Bali said.
Hundreds of civilians are also
believed to be inside, he said.
But Bali added the extremist group’s elusive leader Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi was likely not
in the last pocket.
“We do not think he is in
Syria,” Bali said, without adding
further details about the
whereabouts of the man who
declared a cross-border IS
“caliphate” in 2014.
On the Iraqi side of the
border, French members of
the coalition on Saturday stood
ready to pour fury on any
jihadists trying to escape.
Dozens of 155-mm shells
were lined up ready to be
loaded onto three green-andblack Caesar gun-howitzers
with a range of 40 kilometres
(25 miles). Coalition deputy
commander Christopher
Ghika last week said Iraqi
forces had sealed their border
with Syria.
Since September, more
than 1,270 ISIS terrorists, more
than 670 SDF fighters, and
around 400 civilians have been
killed in the fighting, the
Observatory says. At the height
of their rule, the jehadis

imposed their brutal interpretation of Islamic law on a territory roughly the size of
Britain. But military offensives
in both countries, including by
the SDF, have since retaken the
vast bulk of that “caliphate”.
On Saturday, Bali said he
expected the battle for the last
patch of ISIS territory to be
over in days.
The jehadis, however,
retain a presence in Syria’s vast
Badia desert, and have claimed
a series of deadly attacks in
SDF-held areas.
Since December, more
than 37,000 people, mostly
wives and children of jihadist
fighters, have fled out into
SDF-held
areas,
the
Observatory says.
That figure includes some
3,400 suspected jihadists
detained by the SDF, according
to the monitor, which relies on
sources inside Syria for its
information.
The SDF holds hundreds of
foreigners accused of belonging
to the extremist group in its
custody, as well as members of
their families.
They have urged Western
governments to repatriate their
nationals, but politicians
abroad have been reluctant.
Relatives at home fear
alleged foreign jehadis may
end up facing tough justice in
Iraq, where Human Rights
Watch warned they could face
“torture and unfair trials”.
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said that productive dialogue
continued with the IMF on all
areas including fiscal, energy,
structural reforms and monetary policy.
The two sides continue to
exchange views on data and a
reform framework to move
forward. Discussions are part of
a regular ongoing interaction
between the government and
the IMF and will continue in
coming weeks, Najeeb said.
“In addition, technical level
subject-specific discussions also
support the process of overall
dialogue,” he said.
The IMF has also asked for
further monetary tightening as
well as a complete free float of
the exchange rate.
“We are already towards
target in these areas,” the official said, adding that the IMF
has acknowledged these measures.
According to the official,
Finance Minister Asad Umar
has already conveyed to the
IMF during the recent parleys
that only those measures will be
taken which are favourable for
the country’s economic growth.
Although the government
has secured a breathing space
from Saudi Arabian and the
UAE loans, an IMF programme
is essential to unlock access to
resources from other multilateral lenders like the World
Bank and the Asian
Development Bank, as well as
the global capital markets.
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decade from 2014 the warmest
in more than 150 years of
records,” said Scaife.
Averaged over the fiveyear period 2019-2023, forecast
patterns suggest enhanced
warming is likely over much of
the globe, especially over land
and at high northern latitudes,
particularly the Arctic region.
“A run of temperatures of
1.0 degree Celsius or above
would increase the risk of a
temporary excursion above the
threshold of 1.5 degree Celsius
above pre-industrial levels,”
said Doug Smith, a research fellow at Met Office.
“Predictions now suggest
around a 10 per cent chance of
at least one year between 2019
and 2023 temporarily exceeding 1.5 degree Celsius,” Smith
said.
2018 is cited to be the
fourth warmest year on record
globally. It follows 2015, 2016
and 2017, which are the three
warmest years in the 169-year
record.
The effects of climate
change are not limited to surface temperature. Warming of
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he Afghan Taliban has said
that despite the ongoing
talks with the US and other
regional powers, it had “not yet
reached” any conclusion that
would entail an immediate end
to hostilities against America
and its allies, according to a
media report.
“We are forced to wage war.
Our enemies are attacking us;
therefore, we are also combating them,” Taliban spokesman
Zabiullah Mujahid was quoted
as saying by DawnNewsTV.
The Taliban control nearly half of Afghanistan, and are
more powerful than at any
time since the 2001 US-led
invasion after the 9/11 terror
attacks in 2001.
In a series of tweets after six
days of talks with the Taliban
representatives in Doha last
month,
Special
US
Representative for Afghanistan
Reconciliation
Zalmay
Khalilzad said the US has made
“significant progress” in its
peace talks with the Taliban.
“We have a draft of the
framework that has to be
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fleshed out before it becomes
an agreement,” Khalilzad said
at the time. “The Taliban have
committed, to our satisfaction,
to do what is necessary that
would prevent Afghanistan
from ever becoming a platform
for international terrorist
groups or individuals.”
Since being appointed in
September, Khalilzad has met
with all sides in an attempt to
end America’s longest war in
which the US has lost over
2,400 soldiers in more than 17
years.
But Mujahid said that, even
in Moscow talks, nothing concrete was achieved that would
compel them to end the war
and military pressure, the channel reported.
He insisted that the Taliban
are holding talks with the
United States “on their own initiative”.
Responding to a question
regarding the timing of the
talks, the militant commander
explained that, even prior to the
US invasion, the Taliban had
asked Washington to engage in
dialogue instead of war, the
channel said.
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ens of thousands of people
waving Spanish flags joined
T
a rally on Sunday in Madrid
called by right-wing and farright parties against Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez over
his negotiations with Catalan
separatists.
Under the shadow of a
huge Spanish flag that flies
above the central Colon Square,
the demonstrators waved their
own smaller red and yellow
versions of the same banner
and held signs reading “Stop
Sanchez. Elections now!”.
Municipal police estimated some 45,000 people had
taken part in the protest, which
comes just two days before the
high-profile trial of Catalan
separatist leaders opens in
Madrid under the national and
foreign spotlight.
The rally was called by centre-right Ciudadanos, the conservative Popular Party (PP)
and far-right Vox, which has
only recently burst onto Spain’s
political scene, as well as a
handful of smaller far-right
groups. They are angered by
Sanchez’s decision to take a
more conciliatory tone with
pro-independence parties,
whose votes are crucial to the
legislative agenda of his eightmonth-old minority government.
“The government of
Sanchez’s time is up,” PP head
Pablo Casado told reporters
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irstrikes in Afghanistan's
southern
Helmand
province have killed 21 civilians, including women and
children, a lawmaker from the
region said Sunday.
Mohammad Hashim
Alkozai said 13 civilians were
killed in one strike and eight in
another. Both were carried out
late Friday in the Sangin district, where heavy fighting is
underway between NATObacked Afghan forces and the
Taliban. Alkozai said at least
five other people were wounded in the airstrikes.
"Innocent people, women
and children, are the only victims of the airstrikes," he said,
adding that the military operations have stoked public anger.
Omer Zwak, the provincial
governor's spokesman, said
insurgents fired on Afghan
forces from a civilian area. He
confirmed that airstrikes had
killed civilians but could not
provide further information.
He says an investigation has
been launched. Alkozai said he
has raised concerns about civilian casualties in parliament
and with officials.
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before the start of the rally.
Sanchez came to power in
June with the support of
Catalan nationalist parties,
which voted with him in a no
confidence motion against former Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy, whose PP was embroiled
in a corruption scandal.
Polls show that between
them the PP, Ciudadanos and
Vox would win a majority if a
general election were held
today, giving them the combined parliamentary clout to
drive Sanchez from office.
The three parties won a
majority in a regional election
in the southwestern region of
Andalusia in December, oust-

ing the Socialists from power in
the region after 36 years.
They called the rally after
Sanchez’s government last week
accepted the presence -- as
asked by Catalan separatists - of an independent “rapporteur” in future talks between
Catalan parties.
The right wing parties
accused the government of
treachery over the move.
Despite the government’s
concession, Catalan separatist
parties still refuse to back the
government’s 2019 budget. If
Sanchez is unable to approve
his budget, he could call elections before his term is over in
2020.
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rince Philip, the 97-year-old
husband of British Queen
P
Elizabeth II, has voluntarily
surrendered his driving licence,
weeks after the duke miraculously escaped unhurt in a terrifying accident that injured
two women in another car.
“After careful consideration
the Duke of Edinburgh has
taken the decision to voluntarily surrender his driving
licence,” Buckingham Palace
said in a brief statement. He
surrendered his licence on
Saturday, the palace said.
The Prince’s decision to
hand over his driving licence
was entirely his own and he will
be driven from now on, it
added. The move means the
royal is likely to escape being
charged and prosecuted for
careless driving after injuring
two women in a crash outside
the Queen’s Sandringham
estate in Norfolk on January 17.
Norfolk Police confirmed
that the duke had surrendered
his licence to officers and it
would now be returned to the
DVLA.
“We will follow the stan-

dard procedure and return the
licence to the DVLA. The
investigation file for the collision has been passed to the
Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS),” a Norfolk Police
spokesperson said.
The CPS said it would take
the latest development into
account. It is believed that
bringing a prosecution over the
crash will not be deemed in the
public interest.
Officers from local Norfolk
Police have been investigating
the crash since January 17,
when the Duke pulled out of a
side road onto the main road
and collided with a Hyundai
Kia driven by Ellie Townsend.
The impact of the crash
flipped his Land Rover onto its
side. Townsend, a 28-year-old
teacher, suffered cuts to her
knee, while her friend and
passenger Emma Fairweather,
46, broke her wrist. Townsend’s
nine-month-old son escaped
without injury.
Though Philip was unhurt,
the accident stirred up a debate
in the UK about old age and
driving and raised questions
over the duke still driving himself on public roads.

A08?DAk<>=30H k541AD0AH

^_]X^]

! (

gggTQY\i`Y_^UUbS_]

UPRTQ^^ZR^\SPX[h_X^]TTak /CWT3PX[h?X^]TTak X]bcPVaP\R^\SPX[h_X^]TTa
#=0. D#77.-$

)8@
)  %        
!  " "  PDKDJDWKEDQGKDQ8

$

QLPDJHWKDWHQGXUHGGXULQJWKHUHFHQW
8QLWHG ,QGLD UDOO\ RI WKH 2SSRVLWLRQ
PDJDWKEDQGKDQ ZDV WKDW RI 1&3
FKLHI6KDUDG3DZDUDVVKHHWDQFKRUZLWK
FKLHI RUJDQLVHU DQG 7ULQDPRRO &RQJUHVV
VXSUHPR0DPDWD%DQHUMHHFRQVWDQWO\UHO\
LQJRQKLVJRRGDGYLFHDQGDOOUHJLRQDOOHDG
HUVSD\LQJKLPREHLVDQFH6XUHWKH0DUDWKD
VWURQJPDQDQGTXLQWHVVHQWLDOSROLWLFLDQRI
WKHROGJXDUGZRXOGFRPPDQGUHVSHFWDQG
GHIHUHQFH%XWORRNHGDWIURPWKHSHUVSHF
WLYHRIKLVODWHVWVWDWHPHQWWKDWKHPLJKWFRQ
VLGHUHOHFWRUDOSROLWLFVDJDLQDIWHURQ
WKHLQVLVWHQFHRIKLVSDUW\PHQLWVHHPVWKDWKHLVHPHUJLQJPRUHWKDQMXVW
EHLQJ D NH\ SOD\HU 7KLV 8WXUQ DVVXPHV VLJQLILFDQFH FRQVLGHULQJ KH ZDV
DGDPDQWDERXWQRWWDNLQJWKHSOXQJHDVODWHDV1RYHPEHUDQG'HFHPEHUODVW
\HDUEXWKDVQRZFKRVHQWRUHYLVHKLVSHUVSHFWLYHZLWKLQDIHZGD\VRIWKH
JUDQG2SSRVLWLRQVKRZRIVWUHQJWK6XUHO\KHIHHOVEROVWHUHGHQRXJK*LYHQ
KLVSDQ,QGLDDFFHSWDELOLW\DQGUHFRJQLWLRQDQGWKHIDFWWKDWWKHUHDUHVXVSL
FLRQVDQGDQ[LHWLHVDERXWWKHQDWLRQDOOHDGHUVKLSDELOLWLHVRIUHJLRQDOVDWUDSV
KHFRXOGZHOOHPHUJHDVWKHOHDGHURIDFRPELQHGIHGHUDOIURQWRQHZKRFRXOG
EHOLVWHQHGWR$WOHDVWKHKRSHVVR$QGDIWHUWKH1&3·VFRQVHQVXVZLWKWKH
&RQJUHVVRQVKDULQJVHDWVLQ0DKDUDVKWUDWKHIRUPHU&RQJUHVVPDQLV
QRWEHLQJVHHQDVDRQHWLPHUHEHOEXWDQHZO\UHWXUQHGDOO\IRUWKHJUDQG
ROGSDUW\%HVLGHVKHKDVKHOGLPSRUWDQW&HQWUDOPLQLVWULHVDOODORQJ
3DZDUKLPVHOIPDGHQRDWWHPSWWRKLGHWKHQDWLRQDOLPSOLFDWLRQVZKHQ
KHVDLGWKH1&3ZDVFXUUHQWO\IRFXVVLQJRQWKH/RN6DEKDSROOVDQGWKDW
WKHVWUDWHJ\IRUWKH$VVHPEO\HOHFWLRQVZRXOGEHPDGHLQGXHFRXUVH7KH
UHYHUVDORIKLVHDUOLHUVWDQGFRPHVDIWHUSDUW\PHQUHTXHVWHGKLPWRFRQWHVW
IURP0DGKDZKLFKKHKDGZRQLQ$QGWKRXJKKHGLGQRWFRQWHVWLQ
WKDWKLVZULWUXQVODUJHZDVHYLGHQWIURPWKHYLFWRU\RIVHQLRU1&3
OHDGHU9LMD\VLQK0RKLWH3DWLOZKREHDWWKHSUHYDOHQW0RGLZDYHDQGHPHUJHG
YLFWRULRXVIURPWKHFRQVWLWXHQF\(YHQ&RQJUHVVFLUFOHVDUHEX]]LQJZLWKWDON
WKDWKHPD\FRQWHVWIURP3XQH$QGWKRXJK1&3OHDGHU3UDIXO3DWHOVDLGKH
ZDVFRQILGHQW3DZDUZRXOGFRQWHVWWRHQWKXVHKLVSDUW\ZRUNHUVDFURVV
0DKDUDVKWUDIRUDFKDQJHRIJXDUGWKHODUJHUSXUSRVHZDVQRWORVWRQDQ\
ERG\3DUWLFXODUO\ZKHQKHKDVEHHQSLWFKLQJKLPVHOIDVDQLQWHUYHQWLRQLVW
ZLWKKLV´6DYH&RQVWLWXWLRQµFDOOIRUVRPHWLPHDQGFULWLFLVHG3ULPH0LQLVWHU
1DUHQGUD0RGL·VODVWVSHHFKLQ/RN6DEKDEHIRUHWKHHOHFWLRQVDVRQHWKDW
ODFNHG´GHFRUXPµDQG´FXOWXUHGGLDORJXHµ&OHDUO\3DZDUKDVVFHQWHGDQ
RSSRUWXQLW\WRFDWDSXOWKLPVHOIEDFNWRUHOHYDQFH7KHELJJHUTXHVWLRQLVFDQ
KHVKHGWKHEDJJDJHRIKLVIOLSSDQWOR\DOWLHVLQWKHSDVW"+HILUVWEURNHDZD\
IURPWKH&RQJUHVVLQZKHQWKH-DQDWD3DUW\OXUHGKLPZLWKWKHRIIHU
RIFKLHIPLQLVWHUVKLSLQ0DKDUDVKWUD+HMRLQHGEDFNLQZKHQ5DMLY*DQGKL
ZDVDWWKHKHOP3DZDUQRWRQO\EHFDPHFKLHIPLQLVWHUEXWVWHDGLO\URVHLQ
WKHSDUW\6RPXFKVRWKDWDIWHU5DMLY*DQGKLZDVDVVDVVLQDWHGKLVQDPH
ZDVPHQWLRQHGDVDSULPHPLQLVWHULDOSUREDEOH%XW6RQLD*DQGKLDFWHGRQ
DGYLFHWKDWKHFRXOGQRWEHWUXVWHGDQGEDFNHG391DUDVLPKD5DRLQVWHDG
7KDWUDQNOHGVRPXFKWKDWGHVSLWHEHLQJWKH'HIHQFH0LQLVWHUEHIRUHWKH
JHQHUDOHOHFWLRQVKHMRLQHGLVVXHDERXW6RQLD·VIRUHLJQRULJLQVGLVTXDOLI\LQJ
KHUIURPWKHFRXQWU\·VWRSMRE+HIRUPHG1&3EXWQRWFRQWHQWZLWKKLVUHGXFHG
VWDWXVDVDUHJLRQDOSOD\HUGURSSHGKLV´IRUHLJQRULJLQµVWDQGDQGH[WHQG
HGVXSSRUWWR83$3RVW0RGLDQGWKH&RQJUHVVGHFLPDWLRQKHVZXQJWR
WKH%-3LQ0DKDUDVKWUDDQGSROLWLFDOREVHUYHUVVD\E\VWD\LQJRXWRIWKHUDFH
LQWKH*XMDUDW$VVHPEO\HOHFWLRQKHKDGJLYHQWKH%-3DQHGJHZKLFKKHOSHG
LWRYHUWDNHWKH&RQJUHVVE\DVOHQGHUPDUJLQ6RWKRXJKKHVHHNVWREXLOG
DQRWKHUQDUUDWLYHQRZE\VHL]LQJWKHWUDGHZLQGVKHZRXOGQ·WVHWWOHWLOOKH
LVWKHJUDQGPDVWHURIWKHJUDQGDOOLDQFH)DLOLQJZKLFKKHFRXOGMXVWEHD
VSRLOHU$QGJLYHQKLVKLVWRU\RIIOLSIORSVKHZRXOGQHHGWRFRQYLQFHRWK
HUVDERXWKLVVHULRXVQHVVUDWKHUEROGO\
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IWHQWLPHV ZKHQ UHDOLW\ LQ ,QGLD
GRHVQRWPDWFKWKHLPDJHWKDWLV
SDLQWHGRQHWDNHVLWDVDSDUWRI
OLIH%XWZKHQWKHLPDJHWKDWLVEHLQJ
SDLQWHGLVEDFNHGXSE\VSHHFKHVSUR
JUDPPHV DQG SURPLVHV PDNLQJ LW
VHHPKHDYHQO\DQGZKHQWKHUHDOLW\LV
RQHRISXUJDWRU\RQHPXVWVWDUWDVVXP
LQJWKDWDOOWKDWWDONZDVMXVWKROORZ7KH
ODWHVW LQVWDQFH RI WKLV ZDV WKDW RI WKH
,QFRPH7D[DXWKRULWLHVUXQQLQJDPXFN
SXWWLQJMREVDQGOLYHVDWULVNWKDQNVWR
SHUYHUWHG WKLQNLQJ WKDW ZDV HYLGHQW LQ
WKHLU ZD\ RI FKDVLQJ VWDUWXSV IRU D
JURWHVTXH¶$QJHO7D[·7KLVKDVPDGHDOOWDONRI¶'LJLWDO,QGLD·¶6WDUWXS,QGLD·
DQGDQ\SURJUHVVLQHDVHRIGRLQJEXVLQHVVUDQNLQJVVRXQGKROORZ0DNH
QRPLVWDNHVWKHGHFLVLRQWDNHQE\LQFRPHWD[DXWKRULWLHVWRJRDIWHUVWDUW
XSV ZDV LQ WKH H\HV RI PDQ\ D IDU ZRUVH WKLQJ WKDQ D EDGO\ FURSSHG
*RYHUQPHQWUHSRUWEHLQJXVHGWRIDQWKHG\LQJHPEHUVRIDQRQVFDP7KH
LVVXHDURXQG¶$QJHO7D[·DQGWKHZD\WKHDXWKRULWLHVKDYHUDLVHGFRPSDQ\
FRIIHUVZLOOLPSDFW,QGLDORQJHYHQDIWHUWKH5DIDOHILJKWHUMHWVDUHGHOLY
HUHGEHFDXVHLWLVDGHPRQVWUDWLRQWKDW,QGLDLVQRWDQLQYHVWRURUEXVLQHVV
IULHQGO\7KLVFRXSOHGZLWKWKH&RPPHUFH0LQLVWU\·VRXWUDJHRXVFODXVHV
RQHFRPPHUFH³FOHDUO\GHVLJQHGWRKHOSRQHSDUWLFXODUFRUSRUDWH³WKH
ORQJWHUPLPSDFWRQ,QGLDFDQSRWHQWLDOO\EHGHYDVWDWLQJ
,WZRXOGEHSUXGHQWIRUWKH2SSRVLWLRQWRUDLVHWKLVLVVXHEHFDXVHLWJRHV
WRWKHFRUHRIWKHPDLQSUREOHPRIMREFUHDWLRQ$QLVVXHWKDWLVUHDODQG
RQHZLWKFRQVWDQWUHIHUHQFHVWRRQHVHOILQWKHWKLUGSHUVRQZLOOQRWVROYH
8QIRUWXQDWHO\LWDSSHDUVWKDW\RXQJ0U*DQGKLKDVSXWDOOKLVHJJVLQWKH
5DIDOHEDVNHWDQGGHVSLWHWKHKHOSRIFRQYHQLHQWO\IRROLVKMRXUQDOLVWVDQG
V\FRSKDQWVWKH5DIDOHLVVXHLVQRWFXWWLQJLFHZLWKWKHYRWLQJHOHFWRUDWH
7KHGHFLGHGO\VWXSLG¶$QJHOWD[·DQGLWVLPSDFWRQWKHVWDUWXSHFRQRP\
DQGRQMREVKRZHYHUZLOOGHILQLWHO\KDYHDQLPSDFWRQLQYHVWRUVDQGYRW
HUVLQWKHWHFKQRORJ\FHQWUHVRI,QGLD7KH2SSRVLWLRQVKRXOGDWWDFNWKLV
VWXSLGWD[EXWJLYHQWKDWWKH\DUHEHKROGHQWRSRVWPRGHUQFRPPXQLVWLGHDOV
RIZHDOWKUHGLVWULEXWLRQPXFKOLNHWKRVHLQSRZHURQHFDQRQO\DVVXPH
WKDWEHWZHHQWKHUXOLQJSDUW\2SSRVLWLRQDQGWKHLQFRPHWD[DXWKRULWLHV
WKHUHLVDGHWHUPLQDWLRQWRGULYHWKH,QGLDQHFRQRP\EDFNLQWRWKHVWRQH
DJH$WOHDVWZHZLOOQRWQHHG5DIDOHILJKWHUVLIWKDWLVWKHFDVH
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ou will be surprised to hear that
India is well on its way to
become a surplus producer of
electricity. In fact, even as tens
of power plants, built during a
debt-fuelled rush, are still to hit the grid,
India has more than enough total electricity to meet most of its needs. The problem
in our country that any expert on energy
will tell you is the abysmal state of the
finances of distribution companies that are
usually owned by State Governments.
Politicians are used to giving doles of
free power, which in some cases, benefit
them the most as many leaders make it up
to the ranks. India’s large and rich farmers have made matters worse. At the same
time, some newer power plants produce
energy at slightly higher rates and the urge
to keep rates low or subsidised means that
politicians would rather deal with loadshedding, which is not a function of
power production anymore but one of cost.
We make this argument to answer
those critics of electric cars, who ask where
is the electricity for electric cars and twowheelers if India is to go down the electric
mobility route? The fact is that there is
more than enough electricity in our country. If India were to go down an electric
path and if one assumed that by 2030, 10
per cent of all new vehicles sold were electric, it would use under 10 per cent of the
installed capacity. Of course, there are all
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sorts of other problems. We
need to address them all.
The first, of course, is the
fact that Battery Electric
Vehicles are not exactly clean.
They are, in the words of many,
“emissions elsewhere” vehicles.
This is particularly true in India
where a bulk of power remains
driven by coal-powered thermal
plants. Thermal plants in our
country use coal, which has
high ash content. This makes
the particulate matter problem
even worse.
Of course, those living in
Delhi won’t care if pollution
moves away to a sparsely populated area, say 500 kilometers
away, but until a compensatory scheme is worked out, it is
not what you would call it to
be ‘fair’. Also, according to
some carbon mathematics
done by both research institutes and car companies, this
would make Battery Electric
Vehicles more carbon-inefficient than a Plug-In Hybrid
Electric Vehicle (PHEV).
Sure, one could argue that
electric cars can be powered by
green sources of energy, and
that is a noble idea, but if you
are charging your electric car
at night, solar is not quite an
option for obvious reasons.
On the other hand, wind power
is seasonal and needs vast
open areas to build the turbines. In countries like Norway,
where electric cars have really
caught on, a majority of the
power produced comes from
hydroelectric plants, ironic for
a nation that makes its money
from selling oil.
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Sir — This refers to a Defence
Ministry’s internal note dated
November 24, 2015, that has
surfaced in the media clearly evidencing the fact that the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) had
conducted parallel negotiations
in the murky Rafale deal, thereby weakening the bargaining
position of the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) and the Indian
negotiating team.
MoD had also objected to
this high handedness of the
PMO and had alerted the then
Defence Minister, Manohar
Parrikar, who was helpless in
this matter.
Looking at the sequence of
events, one really wonders
whether the dilution of established norms was an internal
barter deal to make the French
manufacturer accept an inexperienced and debt-laden Indian
firm as an offset partner.
The demand by Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi for a thorough probe by a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC)
sounds very reasonable.
Tharcius S Fernando
Chennai
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Damming the Himalayas is
fraught with seismic risks and
large electricity generating dams
on the plains like the Sardar
Sarovar project have huge issues
surrounding land acquisition.
This is not to say that storage
solutions to store solar energy
generated in the day will not be
available, some companies like
Tesla are developing both home
and commercial storage facilities for solar power. This could
mean that solar power can
charge your car and even meet
the ‘peak’ demand for power,
which in India is usually a
Friday evening at 7 PM.
The problem is actually
not so much about electricity
generation but primarily one of
storage and distribution. In
fact, even in localities, where
there is no problem of electricity supply, improvements need
to be made to transformers and
charging infrastructure if widespread electric private mobility
takes off. And that will cost a lot.
Then there will also arise
the question as to who will pay
the electricity bill? This is the big
problem in India — the bill.
Further, there are unintended
consequences as well, both
Central and State Governments
make huge amounts of money
from taxing liquids. The liquids
in question being alcohol and
petroleum products. Here is the
strange situation about subsidising electric cars and electricity
for electric cars. More owners of
electric cars and two-wheelers,
who pay lower taxes and then
don’t buy highly taxed petroleum, actually hurt Government
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Sir — The Congress as well as the
ruling Government have constantly been engaged in a war of
words before the ensuing Lok
Sabha elections on various issues,
including the Rafale deal. The
corridors of power seem too
attractive at the moment to the
Congress as well as the NDA.

revenues.
Of course, if that is the price
to pay for lower emissions,
some might argue that it is a
price worth paying. But the
overall benefit from batterypowered vehicles is questionable
as we have already discussed,
emissions move elsewhere and
overall carbon benefits are lower
than plug-in hybrids.
In fact, if one looks at battery-powered e-rickshaws, India
has already adapted to electric
vehicles but unintended consequences here have meant that
millions of lead-acid batteries
have to be processed and that
has to be thought of. Cases of
battery theft, too, have shot up
in Delhi. This columnist has
argued before that hybrid vehicles are the best thing to do in
the short-term while charging
infrastructure and the solutions for many of these problems are thought.
The Government has to
think of ways to replace revenue
while spending money on grid
improvement. Subsidies for
electric vehicles, particularly
for cheap power, may be a selfdefeating idea for Governments
in the short term. Parking solutions have to be found. Where
will people charge vehicles if
they don’t have parking at their
own house? Residential society
bylaws have to be changed if
people put chargers inside the
parking areas and these will
have to be thought of by policy-makers at the Centre, state
and municipalities.
(The writer is Managing
Editor, The Pioneer)
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However, the country needs
a Government which can put the
nation’s development and interest
as its first priority. India is very
much capable of bringing out a
leader who can rise above
parochial and blinkered vision
and one who can contribute to
the nation’s development. This
time voters must choose wisely.
Devendra Khurana
Bhopal

3XQ^WUTcSU^QbY_
Sir — In a 100-minute speech in
the Lok Sabha, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi launched a
stinging attack on the Congress,
accusing its successive
Governments of indulging in
corruption and harbouring the
corrupt. A look into the country’s past will reveal that there

have been many leaders in the
Congress, who vied to loot the
country but it’s all history now.
The political milieu has
changed completely so have its
leaders. Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi seems to have grown to
be a true lover of this country.
It is to be hoped that he would
rise
to
the
people’s
expectations.
TK Nandanan
Chennai

1SdeQ\Wb_gdX
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Rate cut cheer” (February
9). The Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) rate cut by 25 basis points
can hardly revive the economy.
For long, the clamour for rate
cut has taken the sheen off the
need to take some bold reforms
and dealing effectively with the
growing problem of bad loans.
Recognising the ills that
plague the economy and taking
steps for a meaningful revival
must be the way forward.
Shubham
Via email
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RUDPRPHQWWKHUH,WKRXJKWZHKDGDQHZJOREDOWKUHDW
WRGHDOZLWKDORQJVLGHWKHROGIDYRXULWHVOLNHFOLPDWHFKDQJH
QXFOHDUZDUDQGSDQGHPLFV7KLVZRXOGKDYHEHHQZHO
FRPHIURPDMRXUQDOLVWLFSRLQWRIYLHZVLQFHWKHUHLVDFRQVWDQW
QHHGIRUVFDU\QHZWRSLFVWRZULWHDERXW2WKHUZLVHZHZRXOG
IDLOLQRXUSULPDU\WDVNZKLFKLVWRSURYLGHPDWHULDOWRKROGWKH
DGVDSDUW,ZDVDOVRH[SHULHQFLQJVRPHSHUVRQDOLQGLJQDWLRQ
VLQFHWKHSXWDWLYHQHZWKUHDWWKHLPPLQHQWUHYHUVDORIWKH(DUWK·V
PDJQHWLFILHOGZDVXQGHUPLQLQJRQHRIWKHIHZSUDFWLFDOVNLOOV
,KDYHUHWDLQHGIURPP\HDUO\FDUHHULQYDULRXVQDYLHV7KHDELO
LW\WRQDYLJDWHE\PDJQHWLFFRPSDVVHV
0\1DYDOFDUHHUGLGQRWH[WHQGEDFNWRWKH$JHRI6DLO:H
KDGJ\URFRPSDVVHVDQGORQJUDQJHUDGLRSRVLWLRQLQJV\VWHPV
DOWKRXJKQRWWKHIXOOVDWHOOLWHEDVHG*36RIWRGD\ +RZHYHU
WKH1DY\LQLWVZLVGRPIRUHVDZWKDWLQDPDMRUZDUDOOWKHH[WHU
QDOO\EDVHGQDYLJDWLRQDODLGVZRXOGTXLFNO\EHVKXWGRZQRU
EORZQDZD\:HZRXOGVWLOOKDYHRXUJ\URFRPSDVVZKLFKZRXOG
WHOOXVZKHUH7UXH1RUWKLV³EXWMXVWRQHLQWHUQDOSRZHUIDLO
XUHDQGZHZRXOGORVHWKDWWRR,IWKDWKDSSHQHGZHZRXOG
KDYHWRIDOOEDFNRQWKHSULPDU\SUHWKFHQWXU\QDYLJDWLRQ
DOWRROWKHPDJQHWLFFRPSDVVZKLFKGRHVQRWGHSHQGRQDQ
H[WHUQDOSRZHUVXSSO\
8QIRUWXQDWHO\ WKH PDJQHWLF FRPSDVV SRLQWV WR WKH
0DJQHWLF1RUWK3ROHZKLFKLVLQDGLIIHUHQWSODFHIURPWKH
WUXH1RUWK3ROH%XWLWZDVIRUDOORIP\OLIHDQGLQGHHGIRU
PDQ\OLIHWLPHVEHIRUHWKDWLQPRUHRUOHVVWKHVDPHSODFH
7KH0DJQHWLF1RUWK3ROHZDQGHUHGDELWRYHUWLPHEXWLWIRO
ORZHGDIDLUO\SUHGLFWDEOHSDWKDURXQGDUHODWLYHO\VPDOOWUDFW
RIWHUULWRU\DPRQJ&DQDGD·V$UFWLFLVODQGV6RDOOWKHFKDUWV
VKRZHGWKHGLIIHUHQFH ¶YDULDWLRQ· EHWZHHQ7UXH1RUWKDQG
0DJQHWLF1RUWKLQWKHSDUWRIWKHZRUOGFRYHUHGE\WKHFKDUW
DQGHYHQKRZPXFKWKDWGLIIHUHQFHZRXOGFKDQJHHDFK\HDU
:HZHUHWUDLQHGWRDGGWKHDQQXDOVKLIWRIWKH0DJQHWLF3ROH
VLQFHWKHFKDUWZDVSULQWHGWRWKHORFDO¶YDULDWLRQ·IURP7UXH
1RUWKDQGE\DSSO\LQJWKDWGLIIHUHQFHZHFRXOGVWHHUDQG
QDYLJDWHDFFXUDWHO\XVLQJWKHPDJQHWLFFRPSDVV
,WZDVDVNLOOIRUZKLFKWKHUHZDVDYHU\OLPLWHGGHPDQG
EXWSRWHQWLDOO\XVHIXOLQDQHPHUJHQF\$ODVWKH0DJQHWLF1RUWK
3ROHOHIWKRPHDERXW\HDUVDJRDQGLVQRZKHDGLQJIRU6LEHULD
DWDVSHHGRINPD\HDU,WLVPRYLQJIDVWEHFDXVHLWLVWKH
PRYHPHQWVZLWKLQWKH(DUWK·VPROWHQRXWHUFRUHWKDWJHQHUDWHV
WKHSODQHW·VPDJQHWLFILHOGLQWKHILUVWSODFH7KHFXUUHQWVZLWK
LQWKLVYDVWYROXPHRIOLTXLGQLFNHOLURQFKDQJHIURPWLPHWRWLPH
DQGZKHQWKH\GRWKH\FDQVKLIWWKHPDJQHWLFSROHVDVZHOO
1DYLJDWRUVFDQFRSHZLWKWKLVEHFDXVHLW·VQRZHDV\WR
XSGDWHLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWFKDQJHVLQWKHORFDOPDJQHWLFYDUL
DWLRQIURP7UXH1RUWK7KHFKDUWVDUHDFWXDOO\FRPSXWHUSUR
JUDPVWKHVHGD\VDQGWKHUHOHYDQWDXWKRULWLHVDUHMXVWXSGDW
LQJWKHPPRUHIUHTXHQWO\WKDQWKH\XVHGWR7KHZRUU\LVWKDW
WKLVVRUWRIEHKDYLRXUE\WKHPDJQHWLFSROHPD\EHVLJQDOOLQJ
DQLPSHQGLQJ¶IOLS·LQZKLFKWKHQRUWKDQGVRXWKPDJQHWLF
SROHVFKDQJHSODFHV
7KLVKDVKDSSHQHGEHIRUH³LQGHHGWKH(DUWK·VPDJQHW
LFILHOGKDVUHYHUVHGLWVSRODULW\DWOHDVWWLPHVEHIRUHDFFRUG
LQJWRWKHJHRORJLFDOUHFRUG³DQGLWPDNHVQRORQJWHUPGLI
IHUHQFH,WZLOOQRZEHWKHRWKHUHQGRIWKHQHHGOHWKDWSRLQWV
WR¶0DJQHWLF1RUWK·EXWWKHPDJQHWLFILHOGZLOOVWLOOIXOILOLWVSUL
PDU\IXQFWLRQRIWUDSSLQJWKHKLJKHQHUJ\SDUWLFOHVWKDWZRXOG
RWKHUZLVHEDWKHWKHSODQHW·VVXUIDFHLQUDGLDWLRQ
7KHVFDU\ELWLVWKHWUDQVLWLRQZKLFKFDQWDNHDVORQJDVD
WKRXVDQG\HDUVRUDVOLWWOHDVRQHOLIHWLPHEHFDXVHGXULQJWKDW
WUDQVLWLRQWKHVWUHQJWKRIWKHSODQHW·VPDJQHWLFILHOGIDOOVWRDURXQG
ILYHSHUFHQWRIQRUPDO,IWKHR]RQHKROHZRUULHG\RXDELWWKLV
VKRXOGIULJKWHQ\RXWRGHDWK³DQGWKHVWUHQJWKRIWKHPDJ
QHWLFILHOGLVDOUHDG\IDOOLQJ7KDWZDVP\LQLWLDOUHDFWLRQWRWKH
QHZV(YHU\GHFDGHVHHPVWREULQJQHZVRI\HWDQRWKHUZD\
WKDWWKHXQLYHUVHFDQNLOOXV%XWQRWLWWXUQVRXWWKLVRQH
7KHFRQVHQVXVDPRQJVFLHQWLVWVLVWKDWWKHVXUIDFHRI
WKHSODQHWLVQRWERPEDUGHGE\KDUGUDGLDWLRQGXULQJWKHLQWHU
YDOVZKHQWKH(DUWK·VLQWHUQDOO\JHQHUDWHGPDJQHWLFILHOGDOO
EXWGLVDSSHDUVIRUDWLPH,QVWHDGWKHVRODUZLQGLWVHOILQGXFHV
D PDJQHWLF ILHOG LQ WKH H[WUHPH XSSHU OLPLW RI WKH SODQHW·V
DWPRVSKHUH WKHLRQRVSKHUH WKDWVWRSVLQFRPLQJKLJKHQHU
J\ SDUWLFOHV IURP UHDFKLQJ WKH VXUIDFH :H PD\ KDYH WKH
RSSRUWXQLW\WRFKHFNWKHYDOLGLW\RIWKLVSUHGLFWLRQLQWKHUHO
DWLYHO\QHDUIXWXUHEXWIRUWKHPRPHQWWKHUHLVQRQHHGWR
SDQLF$QGLI\RX·UHORVWLQWKHZRRGV RUDWVHD \RXFDQ
VWLOOWUXVW\RXUFRPSDVV0RUHRUOHVV
7KHZULWHULVDQLQGHSHQGHQWMRXUQDOLVW
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eople in low-income communities live in
risky environments and in constant fear of
a catastrophe or tragedy that may strike
anytime. They live on the edge, vulnerable as
they are to numerous perils, multiple risks, family misfortunes, economic shocks, accidental
death or disability, loss of property due to theft
or fire, agricultural losses and disasters, both natural and man-made. They are also the one’s who
are the least able to cope with a crisis. A small
misfortune can push them down into a tailspin.
Yet, they aren’t considered as ‘insurable’ at reasonable levels of premium. This makes a case
for high demand for insurance schemes for
them, particularly in sectors of health and life,
agricultural and property. Cover for natural disasters, too, must be considered. For the poor,
insurance is the only hedge against financial ruin.
Poverty and vulnerability reinforce each
other in an escalating downward spiral. Exposure
to these risks not only result in substantial financial losses but vulnerable households also suffer from ongoing uncertainty about whether and
when a loss might occur. Often, the trigger for
poverty is illness, which can eat away hardearned savings of low-income communities. The
net result is bankruptcy and a slip into poverty. It is, therefore, essential that micro-insurance
be made an integral component of financial
inclusion if India wants to keep this segment
away from the poverty trap.
Women are the most vulnerable among the
rural population. Yet, they are largely excluded
from the insurance market. According to
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development’s (Nabard) All India Rural
Financial Inclusion (NAFIS) Survey, 2016-17,
overall, 25 per cent of the Indian households had
at least one or the other kind of insurance.
Fifteen per cent of them reported having at least
one person with life insurance; two per cent had
accident insurance; six per cent had health insurance; and five per cent had vehicle insurance.
The poor usually face two types of risks —
idiosyncratic (specific to household) and covariate (the most common, for example, drought and
epidemics). The poor need insurance more than
the rich because they have no cushion and are
more vulnerable to the many risks. The state, too,
has failed to help them. Micro-insurance, by definition, envisages protection of low-income people against debt traps that often imperil their
livelihood and lives. This is mostly an outgrowth
of micro-finance, with micro-finance institutions
(MFIs) being the leading providers.
Given its focus on low-income people,
micro-insurance usually differs from regular
insurance schemes in terms of types of risks covered, delivery channels, premium levels and documentation requirements. The working group
of the Consultative Group to Assist the Poor
(CGAP) defines micro-insurance as “the protection of low-income households against specific perils in exchange for premium payments
proportionate to the likelihood and cost of the
risk involved.”
The poor prefer health insurance to life
insurance. They say, “We die once but go to the
doctor many times every year”. According to the
Union Health Ministry, 25 per cent of the peo-
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ple admitted to the hospital were driven to
penury by the costs involved. Added to this was
the loss of a day’s wage. By managing risks and
avoiding debt, those who have micro-insurance
policies, are in a position to protect the wealth
they accumulate, generate more income and
even get a fair chance to rescue themselves and
their families out of the mire of poverty.
The cost of insuring against an unforeseen
development is considerably lower than selfinsuring through savings. Governments, donors
and other development actors engaged in combating poverty and designing social protection
measures need to have insurance as one of the
weapons in their arsenal. The key challenge for
micro-insurance is the high cost of administering the same. The poor live off the banking grid.
Families are scattered, this makes physical
access difficult. The transaction costs of issuing
millions of small policies through service
agents, too, are high.
The difficulties in making micro-insurance
viable stems from the fact that it is a ‘low ticket’ business, requiring huge volumes for sustainability. India also lacks the distribution channels
appropriate for lower-income groups. But rapid
advances in digital payment systems are creating opportunities to connect poor households to
affordable and reliable financial tools, through
mobile phones and other digital interfaces.
Micro-insurance can piggyback on the exploding reach of cellphone banking and infrastructure created by micro-credit institutions.
Insurance coverage can be widened by coupling
services with existing mobile financial products
or creating new mobile solutions that bring insurance services straight to a consumer’s phone.
There are three major types of micro-insurance products:
Life insurance: It is the most common form
of micro-insurance, facilitated by the extension
of the micro-finance model into the area of coverage. However, the life insurance provided by
micro-finance institutions (MFIs ) is mainly a
way of insuring loans (credit life insurance)
rather than providing income support in the case
of the policy holder’s death.
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Agricultural insurance: This mainly consists
of crop insurance that covers farmers against multiple shocks and pays out against losses that the
insurer assesses by observing harvest yields. Indexbased insurance pays out fixed sums to farmers
when an independently observed trigger (often
rainfall levels, crop yields or livestock mortality
rates) shows that an insured event has occurred.
Health insurance: Many countries are
developing public, private and community-based
health insurance programmes to pool the risks
associated with health shocks. The coverage of
these schemes remain quite low, particularly
among the poor, but there is some growth in
community health insurance for low-income
populations.
Typically, rural insurance products are
clones of products introduced in urban areas and
are not suited to the rural context. Risk mitigation mechanisms are weak and complexity of
people and problems make underwriting and
claim processing and resolution a very challenging process. Crop insurance has surprisingly been
a bright spot on the insurance horizon. It has
emerged as the third largest line of business after
motor insurance and health insurance following
the launch of the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY); though it is a market-driven
scheme where insurers quote market rates. The
farmer pays only two percentage points of the
sum insured as premium and the rest is subsidised by the Government.
Micro-insurance is now acknowledged as a
highly effective tool to end the cycle of poverty by providing a robust safety net that families
need. If the poor know that they are covered,
they are more likely to plan their future better,
invest in expanding businesses, diversify crops
or send their children to school without the fear
of losing their savings if something were to happen. The whole capacity to take risks changes.
Thus, from just being a safety net, micro-insurance provides benefits that earlier generations
could never imagine: Hope for the future.
(The writer is Member, NITI Aayog’s National
Committee on Financial Literacy and Inclusion
for Women)
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anking is inherently a huge
profitable business. To get a
sense of it, all one needs to do
is to look at the thousands of
crores of rupees that a bank receives
in various savings account on which
it pays a meager 3.5 per cent to 4
per cent interest and earns a minimum of 10 per cent by way of lending. Even on account of funds, it
garners by way of term deposits —
6.25 per cent to 7.5 per cent,
depending on the period. There is
enough room to make good money.
Yet, Public Sector Banks (PSBs)
have registered huge losses in recent
times, leading to erosion in capital
and impairment of their capacity to
continue lending. Eleven out of a
total of 21 PSBs have been put

B

under Prompt Corrective Action
(PCA) framework that puts restrictions on their deposit taking and
lending activities.
An overriding reason for this
anomalous situation is mammoth
loans that were not paid back.
These dues, known as non-performing assets (NPAs) in common
parlance, are an offshoot of indiscriminate lending, especially during 2008-2014, to those patronised
by the ruling establishment without
conducting due diligence.
If a bank has a major slice of
funds simply going down the drain
(forget interest, the principal amount,
too, is not recovered), even high margin (difference between lending rate
and cost of funds) won’t be of any
help to keep their balance sheets in
good shape. So, the banks plunged
into a crisis-like situation.
The Modi dispensation has initiated all necessary measures viz,
legislative, administrative, investigation and prosecution, to make an
onslaught on mounting NPAs. At
the core of the reform measures is

the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) — a law enacted by it
two years ago — which strikes all
the right notes and provides for
timely resolution of bad loans.
From the day an account registers NPAs, the banks get six months
to either get the defaulting borrower pay up or his assets be transferred
to the new owner who can pay it up.
On its expiration, the case is
referred to the National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT), which gets
six months to complete the resolution process; extendable by three
months under extraordinary circumstances.
This prompts all stakeholders
viz, Committee of Creditors (CoC),
bidders/suitors and judicial authorities, into action mode so that the
capital embedded in the enterprise
is conserved and resolution yields
maximum value. The time limit of
six (plus three) months forces them
to deliver results expeditiously.
So far, banks have recovered
over C350,000 crore, including
C200,000 crore for settlement of

4,452 cases at the pre-admission
stage and C150,000 crore under IBC
(C80,000 crore already recovered
and C70,000 crore expected to be
recovered during the remaining
months of the current fiscal). This
is over one-third of the total banks’
NPAs of about C1000,000 crore.
Together with reining in fresh
slippages (courtesy drastic changes
in the eco-system of lending with an
emphasis on due diligence for loan
sanction, transparent processes and
prompt reporting of large defaults),
this has helped reduce gross NPAs
from 11.5 per cent as of March 2018,
to 10.8 per cent in September 2018.
This is expected to further decline
to 10.3 per cent by the end of the
current fiscal.
The NPA scenario in our country is expected to show further sustainable and substantial improvement. Confidence stems from the
fear put by the IBC architecture in
the minds of defaulting borrowers
that they would loose ownership and
management control of the company if they do not turn up to clear the

dues. So, defaulters will have to pay
up. It also forces the debtor to chase
the creditor instead of the latter chasing the former (as it happened in the
past) to get the dues cleared.
However, for momentum to
sustain, India needs a committed
leadership. Things could be difficult
if a new regime takes charge in May
this year, leading to a return to the
old days when PSBs were made to
give loans on considerations other
than the commercial viability of
the project.
To reduce vulnerability of the
system to the political leadership,
there is an urgent need to give
autonomy to the PSBs and minimise political and bureaucratic
interference in their working. For
this, the Union Government should
relinquish majority control by lowering its share holding to less than
50 per cent.
The NDA dispensation, under
the then Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee (1999-2004), had mooted
reduction in its share in PSBs to less
than 50 per cent initially and even-

tually to 33per cent. Recently, a committee, set up by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) under P Nayak, also
recommended reducing its share to
below 50 per cent and housing
the residual shares in a holding company.
The Government may transfer
its share — along with associated
rights and responsibilities — to a
banking investment company. After
the banks turn robust and healthy,
it should consider at an appropriate time (when their market capitalisation improves) divestment of
the majority holding. The shares
should be distributed in a way so as
to avoid concentration of holding
in a few hands and, hence, ensure
that the management has greater
accountability to the public.
This indeed should be the way
forward to enable the banking sector meet the credit needs of the
Indian economy, to put it on a high
growth trajectory and for the creation of more jobs in our country.
(The writer is a freelance
journalist)
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ive terrorists belonging to
F
Hizbul Mujahideen outfit
were killed in a gunfight in
Kellam village of south
Kashmir’s Kulgam district while
as three persons including a
woman were injured in a
grenade blast in Lal Chowk area
of summer capital Srinagar.
Sources said a joint team of
security forces launched cordon
and search operation on the
basis of specific information
about the presence of terrorists
in Kellam village of Devsar
area of Kulgam, around 70 kilometers from here. They said as
the forces zeroed in on the suspected place, the hiding terrorists fired upon forces indiscriminately triggering gunfight
that continued for several hours.
Five terrorists were killed in
the ensuing gunfight. They
were all local residents and had
joined the Hizbul outfit last year.
One of them identified as
Waseem Bashir Rather alias
Zeeshan was pursuing doctoral degree before joining the terrorist ranks.
The other slain were identified as Zahid Parrey, Idrees
Bhat, Aqib Nazir Mir and
Parvez Bhat—all local residents.
After conducting all the formalities, the bodies of the slain
were handed over to their
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respective families for last rites.
Reports said that intense
clashes erupted in the area near
the gunfight site and other
areas of Kulgam. Reports said
youth pelted stones apparently
on security forces to disrupt the
counter terrorist operation to
give safe passage to the holed up
terrorists. They said the forces
responded by firing tear gas
shells triggering further clashes.
The authorities have also
snapped mobile internet services in the area and adjacent
places. The train services have
been suspended in south
Kashmir while the services
resumed in north Kashmir
region after day long suspension
due to shutdown called by the

separatists.
Meanwhile, at least nine
persons including four police
men, three CRPF personnel
and two pedestrians were
injured after unknown militants
attacked security party with
hand grenade near Palladium
Lane in Lal Chowk area of
Srinagar city on Sunday
evening.
Security sources said all
the injured with splinter injuries
were rushed to the hospital for
treatment.
A woman is among the two
civilians injured in the grenade
attack. Meanwhile, security
forces launched manhunt to nab
the attackers. Jaish-eMohammad outfit claimed
responsibility for the attack.
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Shillong: Kolkata Police
Commissioner Rajeev Kumar
and former TMC MP Kunal
Ghosh are being questioned at
the CBI office here in connection with the Saradha chit fund
scam.
The questioning of Kumar,
as per the directions of the
Supreme Court, continued for
the second day on Sunday.
The Kolkata Police chief
was quizzed for nearly nine
hours on Saturday by three
senior CBI officers about his
alleged role in tampering of
crucial evidence in the case,
officials said.
Kumar had led the special
investigation team (SIT)
formed by West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee to
probe the Saradha scam before
the case was handed over to the
CBI by the apex court.
Ghosh, who arrived here
shortly after 10 am, sought
blessings of goddess Saraswati
at a pandal, barely 100 meters
from the CBI office, before
entering the highly secured
office of the investigating
agency at Oakland.
"I have no comments (to
make). I have been asked to
attend a hearing at this office.
All along I have been cooperating with the investigating
agency. So I came to attend it,"
he told mediapersons before

entering the CBI office.
The former Trinamool
Congress MP was arrested in
2013 in the Saradha ponzi
scam and has been out on bail
since 2016. The CBI is likely to
confront him with Kumar.
Ghosh had implicated BJP
leader Mukul Roy, who was
once the right hand man of
Banerjee, and 12 others in the
Saradha scam.
The Supreme Court had
directed Kumar on Tuesday to
appear before the CBI and
"faithfully" cooperate in the
investigation of cases arising
out of the Saradha chit fund
scam.
The court chose Shillong
as the neutral meeting place
"to avoid all unnecessary controversy" and made it clear
that Kumar would not be
arrested.
The CBI had moved the
Supreme Court after its officials
were thwarted by Kolkata
Police when they had gone to
Kumar's official residence in
Kolkata to question him on
February 3.
Banerjee had rushed to
the spot and had staged a
three-day
‘Save
the
Constitution' sit-in against the
CBI move and accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
BJP national president Amit
Shah of plotting a 'coup'. PTI

Patna: RLSP leader Nagmani,
who was sacked from the post
of national executive president
two days back, resigned on
Sunday from the primary
membership accusing party
chief Upendra Kushwaha of
"selling" Lok Sabha tickets.
"I am announcing my resignation in front of journalists
since the RLSP did not observe
the courtesy of providing me
with a copy of the letter removing me from the top post, the
contents of which I came to
learn only through the media,"
Nagmani told reporters here.
Nagmani was sacked from
the post of national executive
president for indulging in antiparty activities.
"The party had held that
my presence at functions
attended by Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar was tantamount
to indiscipline. Both such functions were held in the memory of my father Jagdeo Prasad,
who is extolled by our
Kushwaha community as an
icon. Can I be accused of antiparty activities in such a backdrop," Nagmani asked.
The former Union minister in Atal Behari Vajpayee's
Government also alleged that
Upendra Kushwaha and his
"cronies" were upset with him
since February 7 when he
flagged the issue of a party ticket being given from Motihari to
Madhaw Anand, who hails

from Madhubani and is based
in Delhi.
"I told him that there is
considerable resentment in
Motihari over this decision of
the party," Nagmani, who was
himself an aspirant for party
ticket from Chatra in
Jharkhand, said.
He alleged that Kushwaha
tried to silence him by saying
that Anand had used his corporate connections to get Rs 9
crore for the party.
"I reminded Kushwaha that
people like me had joined his
party and offered him support
since we strongly felt that our
community, despite being sizeable, has not got its due in
Bihars politics.
"He was compromising on
our cherished goal by putting
tickets on sale. He did not say
anything then but I sensed
that I had ruffled many feathers. Kushwaha bared his fangs
the very next day," he added.
Asked about the Rashtriya
Lok Samta Party's (RLSP) contention that it was unacceptable
to see him beside Nitish Kumar
when the party was accusing
the chief minister of having
conspired to get Kushwaha
killed in the lathi charge of
February 2, Nagmani quipped
"Kushwaha is a big 'nautankibaaz' (One who indulges
in drama). He stayed in hospital for two days without having
received a single blow on his

body".
Reacting to Nagmanis allegations, the RLSP office here
shot off a release dismissing his
claims about the Motihari Lok
Sabha seat.
Ir said RLSP was yet to formally announce candidates for
any seat.
"The fact is, he (Nagmani)
wanted the ticket for himself
from Chatra in Jharkhand
which he has represented in the
past, besides a ticket for his
wife. He has been bitter since
he was given no assurance," the
statement said.
The statement, signed by
state RLSP general secretary
Satyanand Prasad Dangi said,
it is ridiculous that on the one
hand Nagmani is accusing
Kushwaha of putting up party
tickets for sale and on the
other he is also upset that after
removing him from the national executive president's post,
Kushwaha refused to talk to
him.
Nagmani had won the
Chatra seat in 1999 on an RJD
ticket but engineered a split in
the party headed by Lalu
Prasad and joined the BJP-led
NDA, becoming a Minister
in the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Government at the Centre.
After the NDA lost power
at the Centre, Nagmani
switched over to Ram Vilas
Paswan's LJP before crossing
over to the JD(U).
PTI
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Aizawl: Special mass prayer was
held in churches across
Mizoram for the defeat of the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
in the Rajya Sabha, Presbyterian
church's Mizoram Synod
sources said on Sunday.
Members of 16 major
churches of different denominations held prayers on
Saturday night.
The appeal made by the
Mizoram Kohhran Hruaitute
Committee (MKHC), a conglomeration of leaders of major
churches, had asked the local
churches of all the denominations to pray so that the bill gets
stalled in the Rajya Sabha.
The MKHC had earlier
appealed to members to hold
mass prayer on the night of
February 16, but issued anoth-

er circular on Friday last to conduct the mass prayer on
February 9 or February 10.
A press statement issued by
the MKHC said that the bill is
"harmful" for Mizoram and
Christians.
The bill, being vehemently
opposed in the Northeast, was
passed in Lok Sabha on January
8 and the Centre has said it will
try to get the Rajya Sabha nod
in this Budget session.
The bill seeks to provide
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Srinagar :
PDP
chief
Mehbooba Mufti on Sunday
praised Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan for taking steps to name a forest
reserve after Guru Nanak Dev,
but hit out at the Centre saying
its “top priority” seems to be
renaming ancient cities and
building Ram temple in
Ayodhya.
“How times change.
Centre’s top priority is seemingly renaming historic cities &
building Ram Mandir. On the
other hand , heartening to see
that Pak PM has initiated steps
to name Baloki forest reserve
after Guru Nanak ji & create a
university under his name," the
former Jammu & Kashmir
chief minister tweeted.
She was reacting to Khan's
announcement that he was
taking steps to name the wild
life reserve after Guru Nanak

Aizawl: After the withdrawal of
flights to Guwahati and Delhi
from here by Jet Airways,
Mizoram now has direct air
link with Kolkata only, officials
said on Sunday.
The Saturday Jet Airways
Aizawl-Guwahati flight was
the last one to take off from
Lengpui Airport here as the airline has withdrawn flights on
the route from Sunday and also
on the Aizawl-Delhi route,
they said.
Only Air India is now running a flight service from
Lengpui Airport here to
Kolkata, the officials said.
Mizoram Government's
principal consultant for Civil
Aviation, Wing Commander
Joe Lalhmingliana said travellers from the land locked
north-eastern State would face
a tough time due to withdrawal of flights to Guwahati and
Delhi.
PTI

Panaji: A day after BJP chief
Amit Shah said his party would
try its best to find a solution to
the mining impasse in Goa, an
organisation comprising those
dependent on the sector on
Sunday said they did not have
much hope from the ruling
party.
Shah made his one-line
mention of the State's mining
woes while addressing BJP
workers at 'Atal Booth
Karyakarta Sammelan' here on
Saturday.
"We will make all possible
efforts to resume mining which
has stopped in Goa," Shah had
said Saturday.
The mining sector in the
state came to a standstill in
March last year after a Supreme
Court order quashed 88 leases
and banned the extraction of
iron ore. Reacting to the BJP
chief 's statement, Puti Gaonkar

Dev, the founder of Sikhism.
"The Baloki Forest Reserve
and a new University in
Nankana Sahib will be established and named after Baba
Guru Nanak. Pakistan belongs
to all citizens equally and we
will ensure that Sikh pilgrims
are facilitated for 550th
anniversary of Guru Nanak,"
Khan said at a function. PTI

of the Goa Mining People's
Front said, "We don't have
much hope from BJP now after
Amit Shah's action of dodging
the mining issue during his
Goa visit (on Saturday)."
"The way Amit Shah
addressed the issue in only one
sentence clearly indicates they
are not serious about such a
major problem," Gaonkar told
PTI.
He said the GMPF had
called for a public meeting in
Usgao village in north Goa on
February 14 to decide on the
future course of action for the
mining sector's resumption.
A shutdown would also be
observed by the GMPF in the
mining belt on February 28,
Goankar added.
Bicholim,
Quepem,
Sanguem and Dharbandora
talukas comprise the mining
belt in the State.
PTI

Indian citizenship to Hindus,
Jains, Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists and Parsis from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan after six years of
residence in India even if they
do not possess any document.
"Passage of the amendment
bill can result in suppression of
the freedom of religion and is
against the spirit of secularism,"
the MKHC statement said.
It appealed to the church
members to pray for religious
freedom in India so that the
people can continue to worship
God freely.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at a public meeting at
Changsari in Assam Saturday
assured the people of the region
that the bill will in no way cause
harm to their interests. PTI

hooch tragedies. We can't deny
conspiracy this time too," Yogi
told reporters on Saturday
night.
Samajwadi Party (SP) president and former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav
slammed the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) Government on
Sunday over the deaths in the
tragedy.
He said, "The Opposition
has been notifying the
Government about such activities, but they did not act as
some of its leaders are involved.

The truth is that without the
backing of the Government,
such businesses cannot be carried out. The BJP should accept
the fact that they cannot run
the State."
The Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP), the SP's alliance partner
for the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls, also blamed the BJP
Governments in UP and
Uttarakhand for the deaths.
BSP chief Mayawati in a
statement said that both the
State Governments were "callous" in their approach towards
banning sale of spurious liquor
and demanded a CBI probe
into the tragedy.
She said till the CBI probe
was complete, excise Ministers
of both the States should be

asked to step down to ensure
free and fair inquiry.
Mayawati said bootleggers
who are running a parallel
administration right under the
nose of the authorities and selling spurious liquor.
Over 60 people have died
in the hooch tragedy that hit
two adjoining districts in
Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh
with more people dying of the
spurious liquor they drank at a
Haridwar village, officials said.
More than 20 victims died
in Balupur and its neighbouring villages in Haridwar district
and around 40 had died in UP's
Saharanpur district.
In an unrelated incident,
nine people have died over the
week in eastern Uttar

Panaji: Goa Information
Technology Minister Rohan
Khaunte on Sunday said a law
was needed in the State to curb
online multi-player game
PlayerUnknown's
Battlegrounds, popularly called
PUBG.
Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of a Government
event in Porvorim near here,
Khaunte said the game had
become a "demon" in every
house and students were
engrossed in playing it and
neglecting their studies.
"I am not aware of States
banning PUBG but some law
has to be made to ensure there
is a restriction on it in Goa,"
Khaunte said, adding that Chief
Minister Manohar Parrikar
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Lucknow: The hooch tragedy
that claimed scores of lives in
Uttar Pradesh took a political
hue on Sunday, with Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
recalling the hands of
Samajwadi Party in "such mischievous acts" and BSP chief
Mayawati seeking a CBI probe
into the matter.
Adityanath, from his home
turf Gorakhpur, warned of
stern action against all those
found involved in illicit liquor
trade even if they were associated with any political party.
"In the past too, such type
of mischievous acts by SP leaders had come to fore. In
Azamgarh, Hardoi, Kanpur
and Barabanki, SP leaders were
found to be involved in past

CdQdU9D=Y^YcdUb

Pradesh's Kushinagar district,
allegedly after drinking spurious liquor.
Adityanath said he had
spoken to his Uttarakhand
counterpart Trivendra Singh
Rawat and asked him to share
details as the spurious liquor
was served to the natives of
Uttar Pradesh in a Haridwar
village.
"A racket of spurious liquor
was being operated there in
Uttarakhand. Therefore, I have
spoken to the CM seeking
details," Adityanath said.
Adityanath said action has
been taken against the excise
officer, the excise inspector,
SHOs and beat constables in
Saharanpur and Kushinagar
districts of UP.
PTI

should take a call on such a
ban.
"PUBG has become a
demon in ever y house.
Students, instead of studying,
are engrossed in playing
PUBG," he claimed.
Earlier, in January this year,
the Gujarat State education
department had issued a circular directing its district primar y education officers
(DPEOs) to take necessary
steps to enforce a ban on the
game in primary schools. PTI
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Vadodara: A six-time BJP MLA
from Gujarat's Vadodara district
on Sunday demanded the party's
Lok Sabha ticket from the prestigious seat.
The Vadodara Lok Sabha
seat was won in 2014 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by a
margin of over 5 lakh votes.
The PM then relinquished
it and retained Varanasi Lok
Sabha seat in Uttar Pradesh.
Madhu Srivastav, six-time
MLA from the district's
Waghodiya Assembly con-

stituency, said he wanted to
fight the Lok Sabha polls from
Vadodara to strengthen PM
Modi's hands and spread the latter's "sabka saath, sabka vikas"
initiative. Claiming to be a
staunch Modi loyalist, Srivastav
told reporters here he also had
good contacts in UP and Bihar
which would come handy for
the party in the general polls. "I
have communicated to the BJP
central leadership that I want to
contest Lok Sabha polls from
Vadodara," he added.
PTI
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Allahabad: The chill in the
atmosphere in and around the
Sangam here failed to dampen
the spirit of around 1.5 crore
people who gathered on
Sunday for the third 'shahi
snan' at the confluence of
Ganga, Yamuna and the mythical Saraswati.
Even before the dawn
broke, scores of people hailing
from different walks of life had
taken the dip with their friends
and family. As a bright sunny
day progressed, the number of
devotees and enthusiasts taking
dip went up.
"Around 1.5 crore people
have taken dip on the occasion
of Basant Panchami. Close to
50 lakh devotees had taken dip
before the sunrise," Kumbh
Mela Adhikari Vijay Kiran
Anand told PTI.
He also said all 'akharas'
have completed the shahi snan
(royal bath).
With Sunday's figures, the
total number of pilgrims taking
the holy dip during the Kumbh
this year (up to February 10)
has touched 16.44 crore, officials said.
The continuous cold breeze
sweeping the mela area could
not deter the devotees from
taking the dip in Sangam. They
chanted devotional hymns
eulogizing various gods and
goddesses. Chants of ‘Har Har
Gangey' and ‘Jai Ganga Maiyya'
filled the air as devotees poured
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in and around the bathing
ghats.
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
expressed his gratitude to all
akharas and saints on the successful conduct of three shahi
snans and a total of four snans
during the ongoing Kumbh.
He congratulated all the
officers of the Team Kumbh for

their hard work in the organisation of the Kumbh, a senior
UP government official said.
However, UP Cabinet minister and leader of Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP)
Om Prakash Rajbhar questioned the statistics of the pilgrims turning up at the mega
event.
"On what basis are they

(government) claiming that
around 15 crore people have
visited the Kumbh Mela? Can
they tell which route has been
opted by the devotees and pilgrims, while arriving at the
Kumbh and departing from it?"
Rajbhar told reporters.
The entire Kumbh Mela
area wore an illuminated look
(before sunrise), and devotees

approaching the Sangam area
through Kali Marg were mesmerized by the LED lighting.
Some enthusiasts stopped
to click selfies, with an illuminated mela area in the background. Most of the devotees
could be seen carrying water of
river Ganga in bottles after finishing the ritual bath.
As the number of visitors
started going up, senior police
officials were heard issuing
instructions to the devotees to
take a specific exit routes, and
finish the bathing formality, so
that other devotees could also
take the holy dip.
The Kumbh Mela police
used gas balloons as indicator
to the public thronging the
mela area to locate the lostand-found centres run by it.
Choppers were also used
for aerial monitoring of the
Kumbh mela area.
The mela commenced on
Januar y 15 on Makar
Sankranti, the first bathing
day, and the Mahashivratri on
March 4 will mark its last
bathing day.
Prior to Basant Panchami,
shahi snans were held on
Makar Sankranti on January 15
and Mauni Amawasya on
February 4.
Allahabad
Mayor
Abhilasha Gupta Nandi said,
"Basant Panchami is the third
and the last shahi snan of the
Kumbh. By taking three dips
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on this day, a devotee gets the
blessings of the Ganga, the
Yamuna and the mythical
Saraswati rivers. Hence, it holds
tremendous significance for
devotees."
The festival of Basant
Panchami heralds the arrival of
spring and is dedicated to
Goddess Saraswati.
Even before 2 am, a number of devotees were seen taking the exit route from the Mela
area, and searching for a mode
of transport to reach their
respective destinations.
It was 1.45 am, and Rakesh
Kumar, a resident of Banda,
was heading home.
"The main reason to take
the (holy) dip early was that I
will get time to reach home.
The crowd was relatively less
and hence there were no problems," he said.
Meanwhile, in the afternoon, fire broke out in sector14, and one person sustained
minor burn injuries. "The fire
was controlled within 15 minutes, and the person was
administered first aid,” additional mela officer, Dilip Kumar
Trigunayat said.
Till 3.00 pm, more than
1.50 crore pilgrims had taken
a dip at 40 ghats, officials said.
Amidst playing of various
musical instruments, and
chanting of 'Har Har Mahadev'
the Akharas participated in
the shahi snan.
PTI
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n a major political development, Karnataka BJP State
Ipresident
BS Yeddyurappa,
after denying, has accepted
that he had met Sharangouda,
the son of JD(S) MLA of
Gurumitkal. Yeddyurappa who
had denied all allegations in the
controversial audio tape, which
was released by Chief Minister
HD Kumaraswamy, blamed
this as a conspiracy.
Yeddyurappa who spoke to
reporters in Hubballi in north
Karnataka on Sunday said "I
met Sharanagouda, son of
JD(S)' Gurmitkal legislator
Nanganagouda Kandakur, at
Devadurga in Raichur district
on February 7 and discussed
many things. But the content,
in
the
audio
tape
Kumaraswamy released in
Bengaluru on February 8, is
fabricated and its voice doctored."
"It is true that I spoke to
Gurumathakal JD(S) MLA
Naganagowda's
son
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n unsavoury episode
involving veteran actor
A
Amol Palekar being interrupt-

Lucknow: Enthused by the
appointment of new leaders to
steer them into the coming Lok
Sabha election, Congressmen
have planned a grand welcome to the party’s general secretary in-charge of eastern
Uttar Pradesh, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, and others
when they arrive in the State
capital on Monday.
Congress workers, led by
Uttar Pradesh Congress
Committee (UPCC) chief Raj
Babbar, have made elaborate
arrangements to welcome their
leaders, including Congress
president Rahul Gandhi and
in-charge of the state's western
region, Jyotiraditya Scindia,
who will accompany Priyanka
Vadra as she makes her first
public appearance in the State
after her new assignment.
The trio, who will arrive at
the Lucknow airport, will pass
through the main areas of the

state capital to reach the Nehru
Bhawan office of the UPCC.
They will be welcomed by
party workers and leaders at
nearly 37 points in the city
between the airport and the
UPCC office, Congress
spokesman Anshu Awasthi told
PTI.
Before reaching the
Congress office, the Congress
leaders are expected to garland
the statues of Mahatma Gandhi
and former prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi on the route.
Hoardings of Congress
leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Vadra,
have been put up along the
route they are proposed to
take. Banners on the route
read, "Waqt Hai Badlav Ka".
Workers of Congress and
its grassroots organisation Sewa
Dal have been giving final
touch to the preparations since
early Sunday.
PTI

ed by a couple of members of
the National Gallery of Modern
Art (NGMA) over his criticism
of the Government on Sunday
snowballed into a controversy,
with the Opposition slamming
the attempts to curb his freedom to disapprove the
Government's decision to scrap
two artists’ advisory committees
operating from Mumbai and
Bengaluru.
Speaking at the inauguration of an exhibition "Inside
The Empty Box" organised by
NGMA in memory of artist
Prabhakar Barwe here, Palekar
slammed the Government for
the scrapping of artists’ advisory
committees operating from
Mumbai and Bengaluru and
moving the process relating to
decisions on the theme/content
of the NGMA exhibitions to
Delhi.
“Many of you may not
know that this retrospective will
be the last show that is decided by the advisory committee
of local artists and not by some
bureaucrat or an agent of the
Government with an agenda of
either moral policing or proliferation of certain art commen-

surate with an ideological
incline,” the veteran actor said.
“As of November 13, 2018,
the artistes’ advisory committees operating at both regional
centers i.e. at Mumbai and
Bangalore have been abolished,
is what I have learnt!... Till now,
which exhibition will be held at
which space of the 2 NGMA
branches, namely at Mumbai
and Bangalore, was decided by
the local artists’ advisory committee,” Palekar said.
“I have also learnt that as of
November 13, 2018, all these
decisions would be taken from
Delhi by the Ministry of
Culture. Accordingly at present,
no new committee has been
convened after the expiry of the
old committee’s tenure that
ended on 25th October 2018,”
Palekar noted.
At this point, a gallery
member interrupted him,
requesting that Amol Palekar
only talk about the artist. "This
is not needed at the moment,
sorry....The function is about
Prabhakar Barwe, please stick
to that,” she said.

2017 on the country's economical aspects, after which the
government tried to deviate the
topic by presenting it as a personal conflict between him and
his son, who is also a Minister
in the Narendra ModiGovernment.
"The Prime Minister
brought in Mahabharata and
said that some people are cunning and always spoke depressing things. But I said I would not
deviate from the topic, would
not make it personal issue
between father-son and would
continue to raise the actual
matter.
"Quoting Mahabharata, I
said that only two brothers of
Kauravas are known —
Duryodhan and Dusshashana.
Nobody knows who is the third
in Kauravas. At most, people talk
about Shakuni Mama. Today,
BJP's situation is like Kauravas
— nobody knows who is the
third person," Sinha said without naming anyone.
The former Union Minister
attacked the Prime Minister
several times without taking
his name for a single time and
said that he (PM) "does not
believe in democracy".

"The democracy is not only
about numbers. The essence of
democracy is about consensus.
The days of Parliament sessions were decreasing, the PM
does not sit in the House and he
does not reach out to the opposition. The whole session wash
out. Why?" he asked.
Sinha also said that media is
worst affected among all institutes during the present Central
government with a "fear environment" everywhere.
"Voices are not heard, it is
suppressed. In Delhi, it is said
that daily instructions go from
BJP on what to publish or telecast. The biggest problem is that
the fourth pillar of the democracy has just collapsed. It is playing a big role in weakening our
democracy," he added.
Talking about RBI's former
Governor Urjit Patel's resignation, Sinha said: "I don't think
the last word has been said about
Patel's resignation. One day
when it will be opened, the truth
will shock everyone. I know
some information, but I don't
want to share it today with you
because it may be termed an
irresponsible statement."
He also attacked the Prime
Minister on his alleged unilateral
style of functioning saying that
the Home Minister, the Defence
Minister, the Finance Minister or
the External Affairs Minister are
"never consulted" before any
important decision.
PTI
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Hyderabad: A sex determination racket has been busted
near here and a doctor arrested in this connection, police
said on Sunday.
A team comprising health
and police officials carried out
a decoy operation at a private
scanning
centre
in
Ibrahimpatnam on January 8
and arrested a doctor for
allegedly conducting prenatal
sex determination examination with the help of a mediator, they said.
Based on credible information that prenatal sex determination tests were conducted
illegally on pregnant ladies at
the scanning centre,a 6-month
pregnant woman was taken
for sex determination test, as a
decoy, to the centre, they
added.
The doctor took C7,000
for sex determination and disclosed the gender of the unborn
baby, police said adding he
was apprehended.
PTI
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Mumbai: The police have
arrested three Nigerian men
alongwith a Brazilian woman
and seized cocaine worth
around C39 crore from their
possession,a senior official said
here on Sunday.
The accused were about to
send the drug to South Africa,
police said.
A team of Amboli police
nabbed the accused from the
Maurya Estate road in suburban Andheri Saturday night
and recovered drugs worth
C38.95 crore, the official said.
The accused were identified as Neras Pokhogo (35),
Michael Hop (29), Simon
Agobata (32), all Nigerians;
and Karle Ires (41), a woman
from Brazil.
The cocaine allegedly
seized from their possession
was supposed to be sent to
Johannesburg in South Africa.
The accused were held
when they were heading for the
office of a courier companyto
dispatch the consignment.
Additional Commissioner
of Police Manoj Kumar Sharma
said the accused concealed narcotic drugs in rings and pipes
of curtains. These drug-loaded
consignments of curtains would
be then sent abroad through
courier companies.
PTI

Guwahati: Former Union
Finance Minister Yashwant
Sinha on Sunday claimed all
the economical data, including
the growth figures, are being
“manipulated” by the BJP-led
Central Government to give a
“false impression” of development.
Delivering a lecture on 'State
of the Nation and the way forward' here, Sinha, who had quit
the BJP last year, referred to the
recent resignation of two members of the National Statistical
Commission and the issue of
data's authenticity.
"In 2017, I said that it was
difficult to trust government
data. I am telling you with all
sense of responsibility that I can
command, that this is the first
Government in India which is
manipulating data. No
Government did this earlier.
This Government is doing it
continuously.
"All the current economical
data are manipulated. The country is not growing at 7.5 per cent,
it is not the fastest growing economy in the world. Own (NDA)
data are revised upward and
UPA's data were revised downward," he said.
During demonetisation
period also, data were "fudged"
and the country's growth data
was revised at 8.2 per cent,
Sinha claimed.
He mentioned about writing an article in September

Sharanagowda but he was sent
by Kumaraswamy to meet me.
It was a pre-planned move by
the CM behind the audio clip.
"Kumaraswamy has edited the
audio and is trying to blackmail
me. The other half of the audio
will be made public at the parliament on Monday," he added.
He further said that he
would release a video of
Prajwal Revanna."He has given
statement that JD(S) is a suitcase culture party. The video
will be released on Monday,"
Prajwal Revanna is grandson
of HD Devegowda and an
aspirant to enter politics from
Gowda clan.
It was on Friday
Kumaraswamy dropped an
audio bomb of allegedly
Yeddyurappa luring a JDs
MLA from Gurumitkal constituency which has embarrassed the saffron party. This
also hampered operation lotus
to de stabilise the JD(S)
Congress
coalition
Government in Karnataka.
Lingayat
strongman
Yeddyurappa had dismissed
all allegations and challenged
Chief Minister to prove the
charges and if it is proved he
would retire from politics.
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Srinagar: Police on Sunday
ordered a probe into alleged
manhandling of woman by cops
in Shopian district of Jammu &
Kashmir.
The inquiry was ordered
after a 15-second video clip,
showing two cops manhandling
a woman in a village in Shopian
on Saturday night, went viral on
social media.
"The video is being probed
and an inquiry is ordered to
examine the conduct of the
policemen," a police spokesman
said. The spokesman said the
cops had gone to the house of
one Rameez Khan while investigating a case of kidnapping of

a minor girl.
Police received a complaint
from a man that his 15-year-old
daughter was abducted by three
persons — Rameez Khan,
Mohsin Khan and Saleem Khan,
of Shadab Karewa in Shopian, he
said. The spokesman said as the
police party raided the house of
the accused to recover the victim, they found two of the
accused — Mohsin Khan and
Saleem Khan — in the house.
"The family members of
the accused, especially women
around the house, tried to block
the policemen on duty. The
accused meanwhile managed to
escape," he added.
PTI
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Bengaluru: Imploring industry
bodies to weed out "black
sheeps" who give a bad name to
the business community, VicePresident Venkaiah Naidu on
Sunday asked various nations to
reach a consensus to not provide
shelter to fugitives involved in
economic offences.
"In the wake of the economic offences by some individuals, I implore industry bodies to weed out black sheeps who
give a bad name to the business
community," he said at "The
Huddle," a thought conclave

held by 'The Hindu' here.
"Time also has come for various nations to arrive at a consensus in not providing shelter
to economic fugitives," he added.
These remarks come in the
wake of industrialist Vijay
Mallya's possible extradition to
India from the United
Kingdom.
A UK court on December
10 last year had ordered extradition of Mallya, who is wanted
in India for alleged fraud and
money laundering involving an
estimated C9,000 crore. PTI
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Kottayam (Ker): Rape-accused
Bishop Franco Mulakkal, who
was relieved of his pastoral
responsibilities by Pope
Francis, still interferes with
the administrative matters of
Jalandhar diocese of the Roman
Catholic Church, nuns protesting against him alleged here on
Sunday.
"We believe that Bishop
Angelo is the apostolic administrator of Jalandhar diocese.
But when we see the kind of letters (being issued by the diocese PRO and Missionaries of
Jesus congregation head), we

doubt whether Bishop Franco
still wields power in the diocese," Sister Anupama, a representative of the protesting
nun, told reporters at
Kuravilangad near here.
Their statement comes a
day after Jalandhar diocese
PRO Fr Peter Kavumpuram,
who is allegedly close to Bishop
Mulakkal, issued a clarification
statement countering an email issued to nuns by its
apostolic administrator Bishop
Angelo Ruffino Gracias.
In his e-mail, Bishop
Angelo had assured the five

nuns, who are staying with the
rape survivor nun, that "there
will be no move from the diocese of Jalandhar to oust" them
from the Kuravilangad convent
in Kottayam district as long as
they are needed for the court
case.
The Bishop wrote to the
nuns after they complained to
him against the head of their
congregation, Missionaries of
Jesus under the Jalandhar diocese, for issuing transfer orders
to four of them who took part
in the protest demanding the
arrest of the bishop.

Another nun, Sister Neena
Rose, who is staying with the
rape survivor, was asked to
report to the Missionaries of
Jesus congregation's Jalandhar
convent and meet its Superior
General
Sr
Regina
Kandamthottu on January 26.
Kavumpuram, issued a
clarification statement countering Bishop Angelo hours
after his e-mail communication
was made public, saying even
though the congregation of
Missionaries of Jesus is of
diocesan right, the internal
running of the congregation is

left to the Superior General and
her council.
"The Bishop of Jalandhar
does not normally interfere
unless the overall interests of
the church demands such interference. By this clarification the
Apostolic Administrator has
not interfered in the internal
affairs of this congregation,
therefore the order to return to
their rightful communities by
the Mother General is not cancelled but stands," the statement quoting Fr Kavumpuram
had said.
The protesting nuns stay

with the survivor nun in the
convent in Kuravilangad.
Talking to reporters on
Sunday, Sister Anupama rejected the clarification statement
issued by Kavumpuram, saying
they would not move out of the
convent in Kuravilangad.
"Clarification statement
(issued by Kavumpuram) is not
acceptable for us. We will continue to stay in this convent till
the case is over," she said.
The congregation of nuns
-- Missionaries of Jesus -- had
directed the nuns to join their
previously-assigned convents,



according to the transfer orders
issued between March and
May last year.
The
nuns
Alphy,
Anupama, Josephine and
Ancitta were served notice by
the superior general, urging
them to take up their assigned
responsibilities as befitting
members of the congregation.
The four nuns had earlier
written to Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan seeking his intervention to ensure
that their transfer orders were
not effected till the trial of the
case was over.
PTI
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s debate intensifies over
rising unemployment in
A
the countr y, the Modi
Government claims to have
generated over 3.79 lakh jobs
between 2017 and 2019 in its
various establishments, according to the interim budget for
2019-20.
The Government said it
has generated 2,51,279 jobs in
central Government establishments between 2017 and 2018.
This is estimated to go up by
3,79,544 to reach 36,15,770 on
1 March 2019, shows an analysis of documents of the interim budget, presented by
Finance Minister Piyush Goyal
on 1 February.
The data assumes significance as the Congress and
other opposition parties have
been targeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over rising
unemployment.
The
Government has rejected the
charges.
Most of the recruitment
was done by the Ministry of

  
 8:2;
 
?=B =4F34;78

p girl Shreya Singh on
Saturday declared winner
of Skindrella 2019 beauty
pageant organised by Skinella
with a special focus to break
rigid stereotype of beauty standards. It was a beauty pageant
like never before that glorifies
the real beauty in every girl. In
the second year running,
Skinderella has found the most
#SuperNaturally girl of 2019,
and gave a cash prize of C1
lakh.
Speaking on the pageant,
Dolly Kumar, founder and
Director at Skinella said, “I
believe that every girl is most
flawless and beautiful when she
is her natural self.”

U

Railways, police forces and the
direct and indirect tax departments.
The budget documents give
a sector wise break-up on how
the jobs were added in central
Government establishments.
It said Indian Railways will
generate the highest number of
jobs — 98,999 by 1 March 2019
against its actual strength of
12,70,714 in March 2017.
There will be 79,353 additional jobs in police departments by 1 March 2019, up
from the actual strength of
10,52,351 as on 1 March 2017.
Similarly, jobs in direct tax
departments will touch an estimated 80,143 by next month as
against 50,208 in March 2017

(an increase of 29,935
jobs).
In indirect tax departments, the Government
said there were 53,394
employees in March 2017.
This went up to 92,842 in
March 2018. It also gave
the same figure (92,842) as
the estimated strength of
indirect tax establishment
as on 1 March 2019.
The Ministry of Civil
Aviation will have 2,363 more
personnel by 1 March this year
against its actual strength of
1,174 in March 2017, the document shows.
Similarly,
for
the
Department of Posts, it said
there will be 4,21,068 personnel on 1 March 2019 as against
its actual strength of 41,88,18
in March 2017.
In the Ministr y of
External Affairs, 11,877 people are estimated to be working by next month as against
its actual strength of 10,044 in
March 2017, which was estimated to have reached 11,870
in 2018.

6Y^=Y^cUU[cdbQ^cVUb_V
C"'#( SbVb_]B29bUdQY^UT
d_gQbTcbYc[cbUcUbfUc

6^eTa]\T]c
Tg_TRcb
C%(:Ra
SXeXST]SX]
cWT]Tgc
UX]P]RXP[hTPa
?C8 =4F34;78

he Finance Ministry has
sought from the Reserve
T
Bank of India (RBI) C27,380

crore that was withheld by the
central bank towards risks and
reserves in the previous years,
said sources.
The RBI had retained
C13,190 crore towards risks
and reserves during 2016-17. It
increased to C14,190 crore in
2017-18. Together, retained
amount is C27,380 crore.
The Ministry has requested the RBI to provide an interim surplus for the current fiscal on the analogy of the previous financial year and transfer the amount withheld from
the surplus of 2016-17 and
2017-18, sources said.
Earlier this month, Economic
Affairs Secretary Subhash
Chandra Garg had said the gov-

ernment expects C28,000 crore
from the RBI as interim dividend
during the current fiscal.
The RBI, which follows
July-June financial year, has
already transferred C40,000
crore in the current fiscal.
If the central board of the
RBI approves transfer of
C28,000 crore requested by the
Government as interim dividend for the current fiscal, the
total surplus transfer by the
central bank would be C68,000
crore in 2018-19.
According to sources, the
Government expects C69,000
crore dividend in the next
financial year.
The Government has projected to mobilise C82,911.56
crore as dividend or surplus
from the RBI, nationalised
banks and financial institutions
during 2019-20.
After making provision for
bad and doubtful debts, depreciation in assets, contribution to
staff and superannuation fund
and for all matters for which the
provision is to be made by or
under the Act or which are usually provided by bankers, the
balance of the profits shall be
paid to the central Government,
as per the RBI Act.
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he Government plan to
offer PSUs special incenT
tives for natural gas discoveries in difficult and unviable
areas will help raise India’s natural gas production as it will
unlock output in a dozen fields
of state-owned ONGC and
OIL, officials said on Sunday.
India currently produces
about 90 million standard
cubic meters per day
(mmscmd) of natural gas and
has ambitious plans to double
output by 2022 to reduce its
reliance on imports and
replace some of the polluting
liquid fuels to cut emissions.
Speaking on sidelines of
the Petrotech conference here
on the outskirts of Delhi, officials said ONGC and OIL

have a dozen discoveries,
which are unviable at current
government mandated gas
price.
These finds, they said,
need a higher price and the
government plans for special
incentives for them would
help bring them to production quickly.
Oil Minister Dharmendra
pradhan had last month stated “special incentive besides
the incentive already provided”
will be given to difficult fields
of ONGC.
“We dont know what that
incentive will be, but we presume it will be a higher and
remunerative price,” an official
said.
State-owned Oil and
Natural Gas Corp (ONGC)
and Oil India Ltd (OIL) have

not been able to develop the
discoveries or bring them to
production as the current gas
price of $3.36 per million
British thermal unit (MMBtu)
is way lower than the cost of
production.
Officials said ONGC has
about 35 billion cubic meters
of recoverable reserves in discoveries in the shallow sea off
Andhra Pradesh on the east
and off Gujarat and Mumbai
on the west coast blocks.
The three blocks in
Krishna Godavari basin, Gulf
of Kutch and Mumbai offshore can produce about 10
mmscmd of gas and an equivalent amount can be produced
from its onshore discoveries in
blocks like Bantumili,
Mandapeta and Bhuvanagiri,
they said.

About 5 mmscmd of production can be added by making some investment in existing fields like Mumbai High
South, Neelam and B-127
Cluster in the Arabian Sea.
Oil India Ltd (OIL) has an
onland discover y in the
Krishna Godavari basin in
Andhra Pradesh with over 3
billion cubic meters of recoverable reserves, but needs a
higher price to bring it to production.
The officials said all these
fields can be expeditiously
developed and monetised in
case pricing and marketing
freedom is granted by the
Government.
ONGC and OIL want a
price of over $6 per MMBtu to
help them produce the gas
without suffering any losses.
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fter catapulting LPG coverage by about 40 per cent
A
in just 55 months, the government will soon make available
clean cooking fuel to all households,
Oil
Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said on
Sunday.
Speaking at the Petrotech
2019 conference here on the
outskirts of Delhi, he said coverage of LPG in the country has
reached close to 90 per cent,
rising from about 55 per cent
in 2014.
“Very soon, India will be
connecting all households with
clean cooking fuel. The source
of fuel will be LPG as well as
gas from bio-mass and alternate sources,” he said.
The increase in coverage
has been credited to the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY), which provides free
cooking gas (LPG) connection to the poor. Under PMUY,
about 6.4 crore connections
have been provided since the
launch of the scheme on May
1, 2016, he said.
“Before March 31, 2020, we
will provide LPG connections
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angladeshi traders have
received export orders
B
worth 2 billion Taka (C169.79
crore) at the recently concluded 24th Dhaka International
Trade Fair, a media report said
on Sunday.
The orders received was
nearly $4 million (C28 crore)
higher compared to the previous year, the bdnews24.Com
reported.
The trade fair this year had
around 412 stalls, including 110
pavilions and 83 mini-pavilions.
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bauxite mining. It was discussed that
aluminium is an environment friendly metal since it does not corrode, is
anti bacterial and light. In case of
automobile sector, aluminium is a better metal and this can be understood
from the fact that if one kg of metal
is replaced with one kg of aluminium,
there is a reduction of 23 kg of carbon
dioxide. It is a direct impact on
improving air quality. Electrical vehicles are manufactured from aluminium, which reduces two-thirds of consumption of fuel and thus indirectly
reduces the consumption of fossil fuels.

he Navratna public sector
undertaking (PSU), under
Ministry of Mines, NALCO is
the country’s leading manufacturer
and exporter of alumina and aluminium. The company has declared
its financial results for the third quarter ended December 2018 which is an
indication of a good year in 2019.
Edited excerpts from the interview:

T

● Despite the drop in prices of aluminium in the global market,
NALCO has recorded good profits.
What has brought about this success?
The aluminum prices have come
down from the third quarter to the
fourth quarter almost by $100.
According to the results for the third
quarter of the financial year 2018-19,
we recorded a net profit of C302 crore
and the net profit for the period from
April 2018 to December 2018 grew to
C1499 crore in camparison to C1,085
crore during the same period last year,
which is a growth of 38 per cent. This
is already more than the last year’s
total profit of C1,342 crore. Our
operating profit was C589 crore, registering 80 per cent growth over the
same period of the last year. The net
sales for the nine months of the fiscal are C8,644 crore which is a growth
of 32 per cent over the same period
of the last year.
We have also achieved a record
growth in production in all fronts.
During the first nine months of the
current fiscal, we achieved production
of 55.39 lakh tonnes of bauxite, as
compared to 54.40 lakh tonnes
achieved during the comparable period of the previous fiscal. We produced 15.92 lakh tonnes of alumina
hydrate, against 15.51lakh tonnes
achieved in the corresponding period of the previous financial year. The
metal production was 3.29 lakh
tonnes, against 3.17 lakh tonnes during the comparable nine months of
the previous fiscal and the net power
generated during the period was
4,580million units.
We have a corporate plan to
increase the turnover from the existing level of C10,000 crore to C 30,000
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crore. This year itself, we are likely to
register a gross turnover of more than
C12,000 crore. We have managed to
clock this growth by increasing the
production capacity, reducing the cost
of production and also reducing
energy costs. Now, our plan is to open
the Utkal-D coal block mines in the
first half of 2019 which will help us
bring two million tonnes of coal,
which will be a game changer in
NALCO’s profitability.
● What were the major insights
during the recently held
International Conference on
Aluminium (INCAL 2019)?
INCAL 2019 was a grand success
which saw participation from more
than 850 delegates, including 150 foreign delegates from 20 countries. This
global summit saw aluminium producers, technologists, equipment suppliers, raw material suppliers from
across the globe who came together
to develop a roadmap for sustainable

aluminium industry vis-à-vis other
metals and contribute for green development. This event provided us a
mega platform to exchange ideas on
the latest technological advances,
upstream and downstream integration
and also became the platform to promote Odisha as the aluminium capital of the country. We also formulated the Aluminium Roadmap 2030
which focuses on reducing the cost of
production through technology solutions. This reduced cost of production
will make the metal more affordable
to the masses and thus increase its salability, leading to scalability. Another
attraction was the exhibition with over
100 exhibitors from across the globe
for industries to showcase their technology, products and processes.
It was deliberated that aluminium
should be projected as the metal of
choice for driving growth and development. The conference was also
instrumental in dispelling some myths
regarding the environmental impact of

●What is the focus of the ongoing
international tie-ups of the company?
To ensure that we have access to strategic minerals like lithium and cobalt,
along the lines of ONGC Videsh, a
joint venture was set up between
NALCO, Hindustan Copper and
Mineral Exploration Corp Limited, to
look for and acquire strategic mineral assets abroad, particularly in
Argentina, Bolivia and Chile. A collaboration with Argentina is highly
likely for lithium extraction to be done
by India. The other tie-ups focus on
high-end technology. We are also
planning to set up high-end aluminium products plant by availing technology from foreign suppliers. The
technology for high-end aluminium
products plants is not available in
India. So, we are in talks with potential suppliers in USA and Russia to
avail their technologies. If we get the
right technology, our proposed plant
may come up within the aluminium
park at Angul or somewhere closer to
the site. We have floated an Expression
of Interest (EoI) to select the technology supplier. We already have a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
with the Defence Ministry PSU—
Mishra Dhatu Nigam Limited
(Midhani) for manufacture of highend aluminium alloys.
●What initiatives have been taken
to boost research and development?
As per the government mandate, one
percent of the company’s expenditure

should be on research and development. We are spending more than
this amount and have set up a
modern research centre. The Centre
of Excellence is functioning under
four broad categories—application
of new products, process efficiency,
fundamental research and wealth
from waste. We are also setting up
a Special Purpose Vehicle in collaboration with the Department of
science and Technology (DST) and
knowledge partners like IIT, NIT,
ICTR and IIIT to develop incubation centres particularly for technology. Recently, we have had a
breakthrough in combating fluoride
contamination with the use of nanotechnology.
●What are the CSR initiatives of
the company?
We have introduced the idea of
Employee Social Responsibiliy
(ESR) along with Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) which is an
idea to engage the employees of the
company for socio-economic upliftment. We introduced a scheme—
‘NALCO Ki Ladli’, where a poor and
underprivileged girl child is adopted to provide education from
kindergarten to post graduation.
The employees can contribute
C3,000 per annum, per girl child,
choose a school from a list of
defined government schools and
then the school adopts the child to
fulfil the educational requirements.
The company also contributes an
equal amout which is given to the
principal. We started in 2016 with
277 girls and many of these children
have done extremely well in their
examinations. Taking the scheme
further, NALCO is now supporting
the girls until they are settled as a
professional. As many as 300
employees have already shown support to the cause. We have also
introduced an Integrated Health
Management scheme to plug the
gaps in the health care system. We
are developing a structure where we
can connect the people from the
peripheral areas to the ongoing
schemes of the government.

to 8 crore households under
PMUY,” he said.
LPG is supposed to replace
traditional cooking fuels in
rural kitchens such as firewood
and cow dung which not only
contribute to environmental
degradation but also have serious health implications on users.
Pradhan said the oil and
gas sector is a key contributor
to India’s economy and
accounted for almost 55 per
cent of its energy mix in 2017.
India is the third largest
consumer of crude oil and
petroleum products in the
world, accounting for 4.5 per
cent of global oil consumption,
behind US and China. ?
“We have taken several
measures to overhaul the hydrocarbon policy framework to
ensure energy security for the
country while pursuing the
green path to progress,” he said.
Listing reforms to revitalise
the exploration and production
ecosystem, he said a new revenue sharing model, uniform
licence for all hydrocarbons
and marketing freedom for oil
and gas have been introduced.
Also, the government has
introduced various others pol-

icy reforms including marketing
and pricing freedom for natural gas produced from deep and
ultra-deep waters and high
pressure high temperature areas,
coal bed methane, incentive
for enhanced recovery for augmenting production of oil and
gas from matured fields and
exploration and exploitation of
unconventional hydrocarbon
from all fields.
“We have set up a state-ofthe-art National Data Repository
to facilitate potential investors to
take informed decisions based on
the geo-scientific data of hydrocarbon resources in the country.
“With the introduction of
National Data Repository, India
has joined the league of countries like UK and Norway
which have a national data
repository for the upstream
sector,” he said. ?
In downstream sector too
India has been able to attract
global investments, he said,
adding that leading players
like Saudi Aramco, ADNOC,
Total and Shell are expanding
their footprints in the country’s
energy space and looking to
invest more in the Indian oil
and gas market.
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inance Minister Piyush
Goyal on Sunday asked
F
s t ate - ow n e d
S e c u r it y
Pr i nt i ng
&
Mi nt i ng
Corporation of India (SPMCIL) to tap its full potential
and expand export footprint
so that profit can grow exponentially.
“I am told that the company has already initiated
talks with some countries
for minting of coins and you
have potential to export to
A f r i c an c ou nt r i e s and
European nations,” he said at
the 13th foundation day
event of SPMCIL here.
The company should

have huge outreach programme and try to get big
orders in the area of minting
of coins, printing of currency notes and postal stamp
etc, he said, adding it should
dream big and think of
achieving profit of C6,000
crore.
The company should also
focus on modernisation of its
nine production units across
the country so that it can get
export order, Goyal added.
SPMCIL, which earned a
profit of C630 crore last fiscal, is engaged in the production of currency and bank
notes, Security Paper, postal
stamps, security inks, and
commemorative coins.

E^[cPbc^X]eTbc^eTaC$Ra
c^bTcd__[P]cX]CXad_PcX
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ata group firm Voltas on
Sunday said it will invest
T
over C500 crore to set up a

manufacturing facility in
Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh.
“This facility will initially
manufacture and assemble air
conditioners and related cooling products with a total capacity of more than 1 million units
to start with,” the company said
in a BSE filing.
Voltas said it aims to create technologically advanced
products which are expected to
start rolling out from the second half of 2020.
The company plans to invest
over C500 crore while putting
together an OEM (original
equipment manufacturer) base
for home appliances, and simultaneously creating local employment opportunities in the region.
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arvy Consultants, the arm
of the Karvy Group that
provides financial services to
retail individuals, high networth clients, and corporates
in India and internationally,
launched the 11th edition of
the Annual Commodity and
Currency Report 2019. The
report offers a comprehensive
outlook on commodities and
currencies for this year and
aims to guide market participants in investment decisions.
The last year was a catastrophic one for both the commodity and currency market,
domestically and internationally. The stellar performance of
base metals in 2017 failed to
extend the same trend in 2018.
For Indian Rupee, the problem
of widening twin deficits-fiscal and current accountemerged as the biggest pain
point.
This year is foreseen as a
mixed one for the commodities and currencies market.

K

The manufacturing facility, spread over 65 acres, will be
one of the first cooling appliances unit in Andhra Pradesh.
The choice of Andhra Pradesh
as the destination for the new
manufacturing unit was due to
the state’s ease of doing business
and growing focus on ‘Make in
India’, it said.
The chosen location provides
dual benefits of superior market
access and cost effective connectivity via road and port, it added.
Voltas will cater to the south, west
and east markets through this
manufacturing facility.
“We are delighted to have
laid the ground for the Voltas
manufacturing plant here in
Tirupati. This facility helps us in
expanding our manufacturing
capabilities while increasing our
reach in the Southern market,”
said Pradeep Bakshi, managing
director and CEO, Voltas Ltd.

K .
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ndia’s largest LNG supplier
Qatar on Sunday urged the
Icentral
government to include
natural gas in GST to help create demand for the environment friendly fuel and raise its
share in the country’s energy
basket.
Speaking at Petrotech conference here, Qatar Gas CEO
Khalid Bin Khalifa Al-Thani
said India is very important
market for Qatar.
“If there is change in
demand worldwide we will see
it in India especially in fossile
fuel,” he said.
Qatar supplies 8.5 million
tonnes a year of liquefied
natural gas to India. It is the
country’s single largest source
of imported gas, supplying
about 40 per cent of all overseas shipments reaching
India.
He said the country needs
to build infrastructure so that
clean fuel can reach all corners.

C M Y K
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ottenham kept alive their bid to
gate-crash the Premier League
title race as Davinson Sanchez's
first goal for the club and Hugo
Lloris's penalty save inspired a 3-1
win over Leicester on Sunday.
Mauricio Pochettino's side took
the lead through Sanchez's first half
header, but they were indebted to
Lloris for keeping out Jamie Vardy's
spot-kick after the interval at
Wembley.
Christian Eriksen netted
moments later and although Vardy
got one back, Son Heung-min's late
strike ensured third-placed
Tottenham clinched a fifth win in
their last six league games.
The north Londoners are five
points off the top of the table as they
try to catch pace-setters Liverpool
and Manchester City.
While Tottenham are still outsiders to win their first English title
since 1961, their ability to stay in contention, despite injuries to key players Harry Kane and Dele Alli suggests
they shouldn't be completely written
off.

T

a disjointed start from Tottenham.
Tottenham kept pressing and
were rewarded with a well-worked
33rd minute opener.
Trippier's short corner found
the unmarked Christian Eriksen and
he whipped a pin-point cross towards
Sanchez six yards from goal.
Leicester called for offside, but
their protests were in vain as Sanchez
launched himself into a diving header that flashed past Schmeichel.
Replays showed the Colombia
defender was just onside as he scored
his first goal for Tottenham since his
2017 move from Ajax.
Leicester's positive start to the
second half brought a golden opportunity to equalise with their 60th
minute penalty.
A rapid exchange of passes
opened up a chance for Maddison,
prompting Jan Vertonghen to rashly bundle over the midfielder.
Vardy had been warming up in
preparation and was immediately
introduced, jogging forward to take
the ball from Maddison.
But Lloris came to Tottenham's
rescue, plunging to his right to keep
out Vardy's spot-kick.
Tottenham made the most of
their escape as Eriksen doubled the
lead three minutes later.
Llorente pounced on Pereira's
poor clearance and teed up Eriksen
"      '  ,  ,   * 6G     /  ! '  
0? for a superb strike from the edge of
Puel has reportedly lost tweaked his team, leaving out Toby the area for his first goal since
This gritty success was
the support of several influen- Alderweireld and Lucas Moura and January 1.
the ideal preparation for
Vardy gave Leicester hope in the
tial players, including England recalling Fernando Llorente.
hosting Borussia Dortmund
Llorente was caught napping 76th minute, pouncing from closestriker Vardy, who was left on
in the Champions League
the bench for the first 60 early on when Harry Maguire evad- range to convert Pereira's cross in
last 16 first leg on
minutes before coming on to ed the Spanish striker's marking typically predatory fashion.
Wednesday.
But Son had the last word in the
miss the penalty with his first and met James Maddison's free-kick
Leicester has lost four of
with a towering header that Hugo 90th minute as the winger raced clear
their last five league games, increas- touch.
to slot past Schmeichel for his 15th
With the Dortmund clash loom- Lloris tipped over.
ing the pressure on under-fire boss
That chance was symptomatic of goal of the season.
ing on Wednesday, Pochettino
Claude Puel.
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Mumbai: 0dbcaP[XPb_X][TVT]SBWP]TFPa]TfPb^]
Bd]SPh]P\TSPbcWTQaP]SP\QPbbPS^a^UAPYPbcWP]
A^hP[b U^a cWT d_R^\X]V 8]SXP] ?aT\XTa ;TPVdT
FPa]TfW^[TSAPYPbcWP]A^hP[bc^XcbUXabcP]S^][h
8?; cXc[T X] !' fPb cWT \T]c^a ^U cWT bXST [Pbc
bTPb^]1dccWXbhTPacWT0dbcaP[XP]fX[[QTPbb^RXPcTS
fXcWcWTcTP\X]P]Tfa^[T8\eTahWP__hc^QTQPRZ
fXcWcWTA^hP[bP]S8\VaPcTUd[c^cWTcTP\P]ScWT
UP]bU^acWTXaR^]bcP]cbd__^ac8cfPbX\_^acP]cU^adb
c^aTcPX]^daTbcPQ[XbWTSeP[dTbQdcPccWTbP\TcX\T
STeT[^_ P ]Tf P]S \^STa] XST]cXch 8 P\ P[aTPSh X]
[^eTfXcWcWT]Tf[^^Z^UcWTcTP\P]SW^_TcWTUP]b
fX[[[^eTXcc^^FPa]TbPXS1TbXSTbAPYPbcWP]A^hP[b
WPbP[b^STRXSTSc^RWP]VTXcbYTabThR^[^daUa^\Q[dT
c^_X]ZcWXbhTPa

8=3800F><4=140C5A0=240"!

Gorakhpur: CWT 8]SXP 0 f^\T]b W^RZTh cTP\
RP\TQPRZUa^\PV^P[S^f]c^QTPc5aP]RT0"!X]
cWTbTR^]S\PcRW^UcWTbTaXTb^]Bd]SPh8]cWTUXabc
TeTa X]cTa]PcX^]P[ \PcRW _[PhTS Pc cWT ETTa 1PWPSda
BX]VW B_^acb 2^[[TVT Va^d]S WTaT <PaXP]P :dYda
 (cW\X]dcT;P[aT\bXP\X"cWP]S<d\cPi:WP]
"#cW bR^aTS c^ TZT ^dc cWT fX] U^a cWT W^bcb PUcTa
<XRZPT[P;PW[PWWPSVXeT]5aP]RT0[TPSX]cWT #cW
\X]dcTCWTeXbXc^abbW^fTSb^\TaTbX[XT]RTX]cWT[Pbc
`dPacTaP]SU^d]SPbTR^]SV^P[cWa^dVW6ddbYTEP]
1^[WdXb$'cWQdccWTW^\TcTP\WT[S^]c^aTVXbcTa
cWT bTaXTb[TeT[[X]V fX] 8]SXP 0 fX[[ _[Ph cWTXa cWXaS
\PcRWPVPX]bc5aP]RT0^]CdTbSPhPccWT?PS\PBWaX
<^WP\\PS BWPWXS Bh]cWTcXR 7^RZTh BcPSXd\ X]
;dRZ]^f

2>A4=C8=F8=B274==08>?4=

Chennai: 5aP]RTb2^aT]cX]<^dcTccWTbTR^]SbTTS
QTPc0]SaTf7PaaXb^U0dbcaP[XP%"%"X]cWTbX]V[Tb
UX]P[^]Bd]SPhc^fX]cWTcXc[TX]2WT]]PX>_T]0C?
2WP[[T]VTacT]]Xbc^da]P\T]cCWT5aT]RW\P]_[PhTS
R^]UXST]c[hc^SPbWcWTW^_Tb^U7PaaXbcWTR^]`dTa^a
^U c^_bTTSTS ?aPY]TbW 6d]]TbfPaP] ^] BPcdaSPh
CWT (hTPa ^[S [TUcWP]STa SXb_[PhTS P aP]VT ^U
Tg`dXbXcT bW^cb caT\T]S^db PVX[Xch P]S TgT\_[Pah
R^dacRaPUcX]bdQSdX]V7PaaXbPU^a\TaYd]X^aS^dQ[Tb
RWP\_X^] Pc cWT 5aT]RW >_T] P]S FX\Q[TS^] 7T
aTcda]TS fXcW P VaTPc STVaTT ^U R^]UXST]RT P]S
_aTRXbX^]P]SQa^ZT7PaaXbbbTaeTcfXRTX]cWTUXabcbTc
c^fX]Xc%"8]cWTbTR^]SbTccWT5aT]RW\P]Qa^ZT
7PaaXbcfXRTP]SYd\_TSc^P#[TPSQTU^aTfX]]X]V
PUcTab^\T[PcTUXVWcQPRZ<^dcTcbPXSWTfPbWP__hc^
WPeTf^]cWTc^da]P\T]c^]WXbUXabceXbXcc^8]SXP8
caXTSc^S^\hQTbcP[fPhbP]ScWPcXbfWPc8fX[[S^8
WPeTc^R^]cX]dTc^X\_a^eT\P]hPb_TRcb^U\hVP\T
P]S8WPeT]^R^]ca^[^eTacWTaP]ZX]V8U8S^\hQTbc
8fX[[P[fPhbV^PWTPScWT5aT]RW_[PhTabPXS

03E0=82;8=274B(C7B=>>:4AC8C;4

Indore: 0RT8]SXP]RdTXbc?P]ZPY0SeP]X^]Bd]SPh
R[PX\TShTcP]^cWTaBT]X^a=PcX^]P[B]^^ZTacXc[TfXcW
PcWd\_X]VfX]^eTah^d]V;Pg\P]APfPcX]P^]T
bXSTSUX]P[0SeP]XP]]TgTScWT]PcX^]P[cXc[TcWXbcX\T
X] b]^^ZTa cPZX]V WXb c^cP[ cP[[h ^U 8]SXP]
RWP\_X^]bWX_bc^PfW^__X]V"!6^[Sb0UcTafX]]X]V
8]SXP]cXc[TbPbPYd]X^a0SeP]XPbPbT]X^aWPbf^]
]X]T QX[[XPaSb cWaTT bXgaTS b]^^ZTa P]S ]^f ]X]T
b]^^ZTa6^[S\TSP[b5a^\PbcPcXbcXRP[_^X]c^UeXTf
0SeP]X]^fWPb! f^a[ScXc[TbP]S! ]PcX^]P[cXc[TbPb
P\T]b_[PhTaX]Q^cWb]^^ZTaP]SQX[[XPaSb0SeP]X
c^^ZWXbh^d]VTa^__^]T]cAPfPcc^cWTR[TP]TabfXcW
P%fX]X]cWTUX]P[

;0:B7H06D834B008C>58=0;

Guwahati: 0bXP] Yd]X^a RWP\_X^] ;PZbWhP BT]
aTRTXeTS P WdVT Q^^bc PWTPS ^U cWT BT]X^a =PcX^]P[
2WP\_X^]bWX_bPbWTVdXSTScWT0Xa_^acb0dcW^aXch^U
8]SXP008c^cWTUX]P[^UcWTH^]TgBd]aXbT&#cW8]cTa
BcPcT8]cTa I^]P[ 1PS\X]c^] 2WP\_X^]bWX_b ^]
Bd]SPhFXcWPR^\\P]SX]V"eXRc^ah^eTa0]SWaP
?aPSTbW008fX[[]^fRWP[[T]VTcWTAPX[fPhbU^acWT
cXc[T PUcTa cWT [PccTa QTPc 0bbP\ "  c^ aTcda] c^ cWT
bd\\Xc R[PbW U^a cWT UXabc cX\T bX]RT !  CWT &
hTPa^[S ;PZbWhP aTUdbTS c^ _dc P U^^c fa^]V P]S
R^\_[TcT[h ^dcR[PbbTS 0]SWaPb 9PVPSTTbW : !  
!  "X]cWT\T]bbX]V[TbR^]cTbccWPc[PbcTSYdbc"
\X]dcTb FWX[T cWT F^a[S 9d]X^a 2WP\_X^]bWX_b
1a^]iT \TSP[[Xbc RadXbTS cWa^dVW 008 WPS c^ f^aZ
WPaSU^acWT^cWTacf^fX]b
0VT]RXTb
C M Y K
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efending champions Bayern Munich trimmed the gap in the
Bundesliga table to five points behind Borussia Dortmund on
D
Saturday as Robert Lewandowski scored his 100th goal at home
in a 3-1 win over Schalke 04.
"We did really well in the first-half, then for patches in the second," said coach Niko Kovac as Bayern bounced back from last
Saturday's shock 3-1 defeat at Leverkusen.
"We deserved the win and the margin of victory."
Dortmund had earlier blown a three-goal lead at home to
Hoffenheim, who scored three times late on, in
a dramatic 3-3 draw.
Bayern dominated at Munich's Allianz Arena,
taking the lead after new Schalke signing Jeffrey
Bruma bundled the ball into his own net on 12
minutes.
Schalke pulled level when Turkey international Ahmed Kutucu finished a brilliant counterattack on 25 minutes to beat Sven Ulreich, Bayern's stand-in keeper with Manuel Neuer sidelined by a thumb injury.
Poland striker Lewandowski restored Bayern's lead just 90 seconds later when he netted his 100th goal at the Allianz Arena in
the red shirt.
James Rodriguez then went close for Bayern, while Thiago
Alcantara cleared a Weston McKennie header as Schalke threatened to equalise before half-time.
McKennie hit the post after the break for Schalke, but Serge
Gnabry sealed Bayern's win with a header on 57 minutes after
Lewandowski directed the ball towards goal with a bicycle kick.
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apoli could finish the weekend
trailing Serie A leaders Juventus by
N
11 points after Carlo Ancelotti's waste-

ormer Australia captain Ricky Ponting
has tipped India and England as
F
favourites to win the upcoming World Cup
on current form but feels that his country
also has a chance to defend the title it
clinched in 2015.
Ponting said with the impending
return of suspended batsmen Steve Smith
and David Warner, Australia can win the
ODI showpiece, which begins on May 30
in England.
"Absolutely," Ponting replied when
asked if he thought Australia could win the
World Cup.
"India and England are probably the
two standout teams right now, but if you
add Warner and Smith back into that lineup then I think that team looks as strong
as any," the batting legend was quoted as
saying by Cricket Australia official website
cricket.Com.Au.
Australia have won just four of their
most recent 26 ODI contests but Ponting,
who was on Friday named as new assistant
coach, said the team will be a contender for
the title yet again.
"I am not just saying that because I am
one of the coaches, I actually said it when
I was not around the group. Conditions in
England will suit our style of play. I think
Australia will be the one of the main contenders for sure," said the 44-year-old threetime World Cup winner.
Smith and Warner were banned for one
year by the ICC for their involvement in the
infamous ball-tempering scandal last year
and they will become eligible for international cricket again from March 29.
"With the inclusion of two of the best
one-day players in the world who have a
lot of experience, all of a sudden the team
starts looking a whole lot better. You will
have guys that will handle a lot of pressure
situations better because they have done it
all before," Ponting said about Smith and
Warner.
Talking about the concerns of
Australian players' weakness against spin,
Ponting said, "Looking at our line-up
now, there are potentially a few better players of spin in the middle order than what
we had last year.
"The thing about English conditions is
the wickets should not spin too much
throughout the World Cup."
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:0A0278) 0dbcaP[XPWPeTaTUdbTSc^_[Ph
P]h^UcWT>38bTaXTb\PcRWTbX]?PZXbcP]
SdTc^bTRdaXchR^]RTa]bP]ScWTcf^
cTP\bfX[[]^fR^\_TcTX]cWTF^a[S2d_
_aT_PaPc^ahUXeT\PcRWadQQTaX]cWTD04
0UcTa\dRWST[PhcWT?PZXbcP]2aXRZTc
1^PaS^]Bd]SPhUX]P[[hP]]^d]RTScWPc
cWT^]TSPhbTaXTbf^d[SQT_[PhTS
T]cXaT[hX]cWTD]XcTS0aPQ4\XaPcTbD04
Ua^\<PaRW!!c^" 
CWT?21WPSX]eXcTS20c^bT]SXcbcTP\
c^:PaPRWXc^_[Ph^]T^acf^\PcRWTb^U
cWTP]SfTaTW^_TUd[^UR^]eX]RX]VcWT
0dbcaP[XP]bc^R^\Tc^?PZXbcP]U^acWT
UXabccX\TbX]RT (('
CWT?21fPb^_cX\XbcXRcWPcXcfX[[QTPQ[T
c^R^]eX]RT2aXRZTc0dbcaP[XPc^bT]SXcb
bXSTU^ab^\T\PcRWTbPUcTabdRRTbbUd[[h
bcPVX]VWXVW_a^UX[TQX[PcTaP[bTaXTbP]S
cWT?PZXbcP]Bd_Ta;TPVdT\PcRWTbX]cWT
_Pbc '\^]cWb?213XaTRc^a2aXRZTc¯
8]cTa]PcX^]P[IPZXa:WP]bPXS
1dcfTPaTSXbP__^X]cTSU^acWT
T]cWdbXPbcXRP]S_PbbX^]PcTRaXRZTcUP]bX]
?PZXbcP]fW^fX[[]^fWPeTc^fPXcU^a
b^\T\^aTcX\TQTU^aTcWThRP]bTT
0dbcaP[XPRaXRZTccTP\[XeTX]PRcX^]U^acWT
UXabccX\TbbX]RT (('WTbPXS

0dbcaP[XPPaTcWTf^a[SRWP\_X^]bP]S
cWXbbTaXTbfX[[_a^eXSTcWT?PZXbcP]RaXRZTc
cTP\P]^__^acd]Xchc^PbbTbbcWTXaF^aS
2d__aT_PaPcX^]b:WP]PSSTS
:WP]W^fTeTabPXScWPccWT20WPb
PbbdaTScWT\cWPccWThfX[[bT]ScWTXa
bTRdaXchTg_Tacc^^eTabTTcWTTgTRdcX^]^U
bTRdaXch_[P]bU^acWT?B;! (\PcRWTb
CWTUXeT\PcRWbTaXTbfX[[ZXRZ^UUQ^cW
cTP\b_aT_PaPcX^]U^acWTF^a[S2d_c^
QTWT[SX]4]V[P]SUa^\<Ph"9d[h #
BWPaYPWfX[[W^bccWTUXabccf^\PcRWTb^]
<PaRW!!P]S!#U^[[^fTSQh\PcRWTbX]
0Qd3WPQX<PaRW!&P]S3dQPX<PaRW
!(P]S" 
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llie Pope (63) and Sam Hain (57)
stood out on the final day with fightO
ing half centuries as England Lions drew
the first unofficial Test against India 'A'
at the Krishnagiri stadium on Sunday.
Beginning day four at 20 for no loss,
openers Ben Duckett (30) and Max
Holden (29) looked positive and brought
up the team's 50 in the 12th over.
Paceman Avesh Khan got the first
breakthrough for the home side, when he
had Duckett caught by K L Rahul after the
openers had added 82.
Holden went seven overs later, giving
Jalaj Saxena, who plays for Kerala in
domestic cricket, his first wicket in the second innings.
Hain and 21-year old Pope, a highly
rated batsmen who has played two Tests

so far, joined forces and defied the India
'A' bowlers for the next couple of hours.
They were willing to play the waiting
game and didn't miss out on scoring
opportunities. The 105-run partnership
went a long way in ensuring that the visiting team, who were at the receiving end
in the ODI series preceding the 'Tests',

stayed in the game.
The right-handed Pope played some
attractive strokes as he picked up 10 fours
in his 122-ball knock.
Hain was more restrained and his
innings lasted 178 balls.
Pope became the first of Shahbaz
Nadeem's victims, nicking one to 'keeper K S Bharat.
Skipper Sam Billings didn't have a
great game, falling for just 5, off Nadeem's
bowling.
There was a brief stoppage due to
mild showers and on resumption, the
Lions lost two wickets before Steven
Mullaney (3 from 38 balls) and Will Jacks
(13 for 31 balls) knuckled down and
denied India 'A'.
The match was called off when
England Lions were ahead by 14 runs and
teams decided a result was not possible.
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ful side stuttered to a 0-0 draw at
Fiorentina, as Lautaro Martinez scored
the only goal to get Inter Milan back
winning against promoted Parma.
Both sides start their Europa
League campaigns this week after
crashing out of the Champions League
with Napoli travelling to FC Zurich
and Inter Milan away to Rapid Vienna
in their round of the 32, first leg ties.
Fiorentina goalkeeper Alban
Lafont produced a string of saves to
deny Piotr Zielinski and Dries Mertens
as Napoli failed to score away from
home for the third game running.
"We dropped two points that we
would've deserved for attacking from
start to finish," said Ancelotti.
"In some ways, it was an
impeccable performance, but
we weren't clinical enough in
front of goal and were forced
to make do with a point."
Ancelotti's side have now
been held twice in the past
three games while hosts
Fiorentina drew for the 11th time in 23
matches this season to sit ninth, but
just six points off the Champions
League berths.
The Tuscany side's best chance
came just after half-time when French
midfielder Jordan Veretout was denied
by an excellent stop from Alex Meret.
Inter Milan, in third, got back winning after Martinez came off the
bench late, scoring after 79 minutes at
Parma, after an earlier Danilo
D'Ambrosio headed goal was ruled out
after a VAR video review for a handling offence.
B elgian midfielder R adja

Nainggolan crossed nicely for the
Argentine blast in Luciano Spalletti's
side their first league goal and win of
2019.
Inter are now nine points
behind Napoli, with Roma in
fourth, a further five points
behind, and Lazio fifth after their
wins over Chievo and Empoli
earlier this week.
"I'm well suited to overcoming
difficulties," said under-pressure Inter
Milan coach Spalletti.
"Just as the defeat against Bologna
(last week) caused despair, this victory will give us enthusiasm and
strength.
"We must now keep a low profile
to rediscover stability. We showed positive things tonight, but we need to
produce further performances like this
to gain consistency."
Parma are in 12th position with
just one goal from their last five
games, despite their heroics last week
with a late Gervinho double holding
champions Juventus 3-3.
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ormer world number ones Karolina
Pliskova and Simona Halep won their
F
opening rubbers as the Fed Cup clash
between defending champions Czech
Republic and Romania ended 1-1 on
Saturday's opening day.
Pliskova, her country's top player in
the absence of world number two Petra
Kvitova, swept past Mihaela Buzarnescu
6-1, 6-4 before Halep disposed of Katerina
Siniakova 6-4, 6-0 to bring Romania level.
The wins set up a mouthwatering
clash between Pliskova, ranked five in the
world, and number three Halep on the
indoor hard courts of Ostrava on Sunday.
"I'm excited but I can't afford to get
over-excited," said Australian Open semifinalist Pliskova, who is hoping to inspire
the Czechs to an 11th successive appearance in the last four of the Fed Cup.
Her caution is understandable as she
trails Halep 6-2 in career meetings.
However, Pliskova won their last
clash on clay in Madrid in 2018 as well
as coming out on top in a 2016 Fed Cup
World Group clash over three sets.
French Open champion Halep has

already vowed to win a first Fed Cup for
Romania before she retires, describing it
as "the first thing on her bucket list now"
having ticked off a maiden Grand Slam
crown at Roland Garros last year.
In Liege, two-time champions France
dominated Belgium for a 2-0 lead.
Top 20 player Caroline Garcia,
returning to the French squad for the first
time in two years after a bitter fall-out
with teammates following the 2016 final,
earned the opening point with a 7-6 (7/2),
4-6, 6-2 win over Alison Van Uytvanck.
On the back of an 86-minute first set,
Alize Cornet then made it 2-0 by seeing
off Belgian number one Elise Mertens 76 (8/6), 6-2.
It was Cornet's first win in the competition in five years as she made a mockery of the 30 places separating her from
Mertens in the world rankings.
Belarus, the 2017 runners-up, comfortably moved 2-0 ahead of Germany in
Braunschweig with straight sets wins for
Aliaksandra Sasnovich and Aryna
Sabalenka.
Sasnovich defeated Tatjana Maria 76 (7/3), 6-3 before Sabalenka needed just
over an hour to defeat Andrea Petkovic.
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ew Zealand denied India
a perfect finish to their
highly successful tour
Down Under by clinching the
T20 series 2-1 with a narrow
four-run win in the seriesdeciding third match at Seddon
Park on Sunday.
India savoured a historic
Test and ODI bilateral series win
in Australia before recording
their biggest ODI series win on
New Zealand soil.
A first ever T20 series win
would have been an icing on the
cake but the hosts held their
nerves to pull off a thrilling victory. With Sunday's result, India
have lost their first T20 series
after winning nine and drawing
one.
India needed to knock off
a stiff 213-run target to bring
curtains on a memorable threemonth tour in a befitting manner but fell just short.
Exploiting batting friendly
conditions at the small Seddon
Park ground, New Zealand cut
the Indian attack to shreds to
post an imposing 212 for four.
Opener Colin Munro produced
a 40-ball 72 and shared a 80-run %  &    & +      "8:   !
stand with fellow opener Tim
Seifert (43) to lay foundation for and it also hurt India's chances. 058ABC4E4AC!B4A84B
Vijay Shankar (43 off 28) played F8=F>D;370E4144=
a big score.
Krunal Pandya was the a useful knock though at the top
most expensive of the Indian after Shikhar Dhawan (5) fell 0=828=6>=C7420:4
bowlers, bleeding 54 runs in his early.
1DCC747>BCB74;3
Rishabh Pant (28 off 12) C748A=4AE4BC>?D;;
four-over quota. If it was not for
left-arm Chinaman Kuldeep and Hardik Pandya (21 off 11)
>550C7A8;;8=6
Yadav (2/26)'s tight bowling in infused some life into India's
the middle-overs and chase with some brutal hitting
E82C>AHF8C7
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (1/37), but perished while trying to BD=30HBA4BD;C8=380
India would have got a bigger keep up with a steep scoring
rate. Mahendra Singh Dhoni (2 70E4;>BCC748A58ABC
target to chase.
C!B4A84B05C4A
India captain Rohit Sharma, off 4) also could not do much.
India needed 16 runs off the
who usually bats explosive in
F8==8=6=8=40=3
such situations, made an final over and Dinesh Karthik
3A0F8=6>=4
uncharacteristical 32-ball 38 (33 not out off 16) after taking
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captain Rohit Sharma
said his team will return home
Iwithndia
lots of positives despite a
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a double off the first ball,
stunned the crowd and his
teammates by refusing to take
a single in the third ball. Krunal
(26 not out off 30) had reached
the striker's end but Karthik did
not run, sending his partner
back.
This was after umpire did
not give a clear wide bowled by
Tim Southee.
Karthik could only manage
a single off the next ball as
Southee bowled a straight ball.
By then, the match had clearly
slipped out of India's hands.
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Both Karthik and Krunal did
exceedingly well to take the
game into the final over but
their unbeaten 63-run stand off
28 balls did not prove to be
enough.
New Zealand bowlers fared
much better than India, consistently hitting the short-oflength, which proved to be key
on this small ground.
Earlier, Bhuvneshwar was
hit for a six by Munro in his first
over but the lean pacer responded with splendid block-hole
deliveries in the next over.
The Kiwis though did keep
a very healthy run-rate, racing
to 50 in just 5.2 overs.
Indian bowlers had conceded 79 runs in first seven overs
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when Rohit brought Kuldeep
and the leg-spinner straight
away made an impact, by getting Seifert stumped with
Dhoni's lightening quick hands
at work.
Munro kept going strong as
he hammered Krunal for a six
to raise the team's 100 in the
11th over.
Again it was Kuldeep who
came to team's rescue by seeing
the back of dangerous-looking
Munro while Khaleel Ahmed
got rid of Williamson (27).
There was no respite for the
Indian bowlers as Daryl Mitchell
(19) and Ross Taylor (14 off 7)
helped New Zealand finish the
innings strongly by smashing 61
runs in the last five overs.

"disappointing" 1-2 defeat in
the three-match T20 series.
A first ever T20 series win
would have been an icing on the
cake but the hosts held their
nerves to pull off a thrilling fourrun victory on Sunday.
"Disappointing to not cross
the line but we fought well right
till the end. 210 odd (213 target)
was always going to be tough,
but we were in it till the end.
They held their nerve and kept
hitting their yorkers," said Rohit
at the post-match presentation.
"Still lot of positives, we
started well with the ODIs,
wanted to do well here but the
boys throughout the tour were
excellent, put in a lot of hard
work. They will be disappointed tonight but we've to learn
from the mistakes we made
and move ahead."
India next host Australia for
two T20s and five ODIs, starting in Vizag on February 24.
New Zealand captain Kane
Williamson said his team will
take a lot of confidence from the
T20 triumph against India into
the home series against
Bangladesh.
"Brilliant high-scoring
game, a great advertisement for
T20 cricket. The first perfor-

mance was our best, there were
learnings in the second game.
Both teams put in strong performances tonight, we did slightly better," said Williamson.
Opener and man of the
match Colin Munro said it was
anybody's game with India
needing 16 off the final over.
"It was touch and go there
until the final minute. India —
you get one good batsman,
another one comes along. The
boys did a really good job of finishing off the really good Indian
batsmen," said Munro.
On his 72 off 40 balls, he
added: "I didn't really focus on
trying to do anything different,
tried to put pressure back on the
bowlers. Just came out nice
and free, had a bit of luck, which
you certainly need in this
match."
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he Indian women's team
almost pulled off a dramatT
ic win but failed to score a

ndia all-rounder Vijay
Shankar on Sunday said
Ibeing
promoted to bat at the

boundary in the final delivery to
lose the third and final T20
International against New
Zealand by a mere two runs on
Sunday.
Chasing 162 for a win, star
opening batswoman Smriti
Mandhana took the Indian team
on course for a consolation win
with a career-best knock of 86
from 52 balls but the visiting side
failed to build on her scintillating knock to end their innings
at 159 for 4.
With the three-match series
already lost after defeats in the
first and second T20Is, India H /       #  8         "8:  FWXcT5Ta]b
surprisingly named senior play14BCB2>A4B5>A8=3F><4=8=C!
er Mithali Raj in the playing against New Zealand bowlers yet
BR^aT ?[PhTa
>__^]T]c
ET]dT
HTPa
eleven and she contributed 24 again.
With one-down Jemimah
not out from 20 balls after com" 7Pa\P]_aTTc:Pda =TfITP[P]S ?a^eXST]RT
! '
ing to bat at the fall of captain Rodrigues (21), the other
(& <XcWP[XAPY
<P[PhbXP
:dP[P;d\_da ! '
batswoman who has been in fine
Harmanpreet Kaur (2).
'%
B\aXcX<P]SWP]P =TfITP[P]S 7P\X[c^]
! (
But she failed to hit a four touch, India reached 92 for 2 at
from the final delivery bowled the halfway stage.
'"
B\aXcX<P]SWP]P 0dbcaP[XP
?a^eXST]RT
! '
But after that, India could
by Leigh Kasperek as India lost
&&
7Pa\P]_aTTc:Pda 1P]V[PSTbW Bh[WTc
! #
not force the pace of scoring and
the match by two runs.
$ $$ 
India needed 16 runs from with captain Kaur failing to
the final over and Raj and make a mark, the asking rate
²GUQbUTYcQ``_Y^dUTd_
for 2 at the halfway stage but
Deepti Sharma (21 not out) kept on climbing.
\_cUdXUcUbYUc\Y[UdXYcgU
When Mandhana was out India came back strongly to
raised hopes of a remarkable win
S_e\TXQfUT_^URUddUbGU
by hitting boundaries in the first in the 16th over, India needed 39 force a batting collapse as the
^UUTd_]Q[U
and third deliveries but were left from 4.3 overs which was not an home side ended their innings
Y]`b_fU]U^dcY^dXUVY^Q\
easy job. Raj and Deepti could at 161 for 7.
to hit a four off the last ball.
! _fUbRQddY^W=_bU
Hard-hitting opener Sophie
Mandhana, who had scored not get too many boundaries
Y]`_bdQ^d\igU
58 and 36 in the first two and they were left with 16 to win Devine top-scored with a
^UUTd_c_bd_ed
sparkling 52-ball 72 which was
matches, continued her red- from the final over.
dXURQddY^W_bTUb³
Electing to bat, New laced with eight boundaries and
hot form by notching up her
8Qb]Q^`bUUd
±
eight T20I fifty and second of Zealand looked set to post a two sixes while captain Amy
;Qeb
the series as she dominated much bigger total by reaching 80 Satterthwaite contributed 31.

crucial number three position
came as a big surprise to him
and he returns home from the
maiden tour of Australia and
New Zealand as a much
improved cricketer.
Shankar batted at number
three in two of three T20s
against New Zealand, scoring
43 off 28 balls in the final game
and 23 in the series opener.
He made his ODI debut
against Australia at Melbourne
and featured in three out of five
ODIs and all three T20s against
the Black Caps. The 28-yearold might not have done
enough to stake a strong claim
for a World Cup spot but gave
a good account of his allround abilities.
Going forward, Shankar
said he would love to bat higher up the order.
"It was a big surprise for me
when they asked me to bat at
three. That is a big thing. I was
focussed on playing the situation. You need to be open anyway if you are playing for a
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hitewashed by New Zealand women
in the three-match T20 series, India
W
opener Smriti Mandhana on Sunday said
her team needs to address its batting woes,
especially after losing all the games from
winning positions.
Mandhana took the side on course for
a consolation win with a career-best knock
of 86 but the visitors failed to build on her
scintillating knock to end the innings.
"Well I think the girls fought really well.
If you look back at the series and see, 70 or
80 per cent of the times we were in winning
positions. That's a good take away but there
are a lot of things which we can improve,"
said Mandhana.
"We need to address those (batting)
issues as soon as possible. We need someone who can bat through 20 overs and
someone who can go in at the middle overs

and get runs later on," she said.
Mandhana returned as the highest
run-getter in the T20 series, amassing 180
runs from three games at an average of 60,
including two half-centuries.
But she didn't get enough support from
the other end and the left-hander rued her
inability to get India home on Sunday.
"I really wanted to finish the game for

>

India. I have never been that animated ever.
I badly wanted to do it today and help the
team get over the line but unfortunately, I
couldn't," the southpaw said.
Counting on the positives from the New
Zealand tour, Mandhana said: "We have
done a lot of good things. We really played
well in the first two matches of the ODI
series. But we became a little complacent
after that and we will try to go with the same
intensity in all the future matches."
Mandhana was delighted to see the
crowd response in the entire tour and hoped
for same response from the fans of women's
cricket in future.
"Definitely, because the girls don't have
the experience of playing in front of such
good crowds. We generally get this sort of
crowd in World Cup. If we can pull crowds
in such series that will really be good, everyone will be prepared to play under pressure,"
she said.

team like India," said Shankar
after his team's four-run loss in
the third T20.
"These (Australia and New
Zealand) two series I have

learnt a lot. I might not have
bowled a lot but I learnt to bowl
in different conditions. In batting, just watching seniors like
Virat (Kohli), Rohit (Sharma)

and (MS) Dhoni, how they go
about their job, I learnt a lot."
The fact that he had come
to New Zealand with the India
'A' team in December also
helped him.
He got starts in all three
innings in the T20 series but
could not play a match-winning knock.
"Even the last game was a
learning experience for me. I
could have gone for single or a
two than go for another boundary," Shankar said.
"I also had a very good
opportunity to win this game
for the team. If I can win
matches for the team, that will
automatically help me personally. For me, the most important thing is that I adapt quickly to different conditions and be
consistent."
On the tight loss in the
series decider where India were
chasing an imposing 213,
Shankar said: "We played well
right through the 20 overs.
Everyone was very positive
when we were trying get closer to the total. Eventually we
were just one hit away. The
result could have been different
on another day."
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espite the loss of world number one
Naomi Osaka through injury, six of the
D
women's top 10 players descend on Doha
this week for the Qatar Open.
Australian Open champion — and the
sport's new superstar — Osaka withdrew
last week due to a back injury, leaving a big
hole to fill for tournament organisers,
which they have done with a strong field
including three former world number ones.
Simona Halep is now the top seed and
the Romanian will be joined by the Czech
Republic's Karolina Pliskova and
Germany's Angelique Kerber as the top
seeds.
All three were formerly at the top of
the women's rankings, Halep only being
ousted by Osaka last month after
Melbourne.
Halep, now ranked three in the world,
and Kerber, sixth, are both Grand Slam
winners. Pliskova, the world number five,
is a former US Open finalist.
Kerber is the first of these to arrive in
Doha as she seeks to erase the memory of
her crushing straights sets fourth round
defeat against Danielle Collins in Australia.
"It's a tough draw [in Doha]," Kerber
told reporters on Sunday. "But this is a challenge, and I'm always looking forward to

coming here." All three top seeds have a
good record in Qatar.
Halep and Kerber met in the 2014
final, with the Romanian winning, and
Pliskova won the title two years ago.
World number seven Elina Svitolina of
Ukraine — a wildcard replacement for
Osaka — is the fourth seed.
Also in Doha from the top 10 will be
world number eight Kiki Bertens of the
Netherlands and Denmark's Caroline
Wozniacki, ranked tenth.
The Dane was the runner-up to
Pliskova in 2017.
Svitolina said she had changed her
mind about playing in Doha after initially deciding she needed more rest after
Australia where she struggled with a
shoulder and neck injury.
But the 24-year-old now feels she is
ready to return to the court earlier than
anticipated.
"This tournament, you know, here is
always tough," she said.
"Everyone wants to play, everyone
wants to play well. That's why it makes it
not easy at all." The top four seeds are
expected to be in action from Tuesday.
Halep and Pliskova could meet in the
final in Doha, just days after the pair were
set to meet against each other this weekend in the Fed Cup.

