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arol Bagh, one of the most
K
frequented business hubs
in the national Capital, witnessed a horrific incident in
which 17 people died while 35
people were injured after a
massive fire broke out at a hotel
on Tuesday. Some of the victims were charred to death and
others were asphyxiated by the
poisonous fumes. A woman
and a child jumped from the
fourth floor to save themselves
from the blaze but they died on
the spot.
Guests at the Hotel Arpit
Palace that is popular with
budget and business travellers,
were unable to use corridors to
escape because of wooden panelling. The hotel didn’t have
proper fire escapes and the
emergency exit door was
locked at the time of the incident. “The fire could have
been started because of shortcircuit,” said Atul Garg, Chief
Fire Officer of Delhi Fire
Services (DFS).
One of the staff members
said that the hotel was built
around 25 years ago and had 45
rooms. At the time of the incident about 41 rooms were
occupied and there were nearly 53 people inside the hotel. A
group of eight tourists from

Myanmar were also staying at
the hotel. Three of them
including two women were
killed and one was injured.
According to Garg, the
blaze first erupted on the first
floor of the Arpit Palace Hotel
around 3.30 am, trapping many
guests who were deep in sleep.
Two persons including a child
who jumped from fourth floor
of the building in a bid to save
themselves are yet to be identified.
“A call was received at 4.35
am, about an hour after the fire
started and 28 fire tenders
were rushed to the spot. If the
fire department was informed
earlier life could have been
saved,” said Garg.
“An eyewitness of the incident told us that he saw fire at
first floor which had caused
due to short-circuit. People in
the hotel to save themselves
moved on the top floor of the
hotel but due to wooden
interior fire had spread rapidly giving no time to escape even
for people trapped on fourth
floor,” he said.
Video grabs of the fire
taken by an eyewitness showed
flames billowing out from the
terrace into the pre-dawn darkness. “A 43-year-old woman
suffered 45 per cent burn
injuries while one person is still
missing.
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t was just a gap of 10 minutes
Itourists
that proved to be fatal for the
from Kerala as they
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amajwadi Party (SP) chief
STuesday
Akhilesh Yadav was on
stopped by authorities
at Lucknow airport from taking flight to to Prayagraj in the
name of law & order, triggering protests by party workers in
Prayagraj, Jaunpur, Jhansi,
Kannauj, Balrampur, Jalaun,
Azamgarh and Gorakhpur,
where SP supporters smashed
windscreens of vehicles and
clashed with the police.
Akhilesh hit back at UP
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
over the latter’s comments that
his Prayagraj visit could have
triggered violence. He alleged,
“I was stopped from boarding
a flight to Prayagraj to attend
a students’ union programme.
I haven’t been given a reason
why but it occurred to the pow-
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Q^PaSX]VPU[XVWcU^a?aPhPVaPYPc;dRZ]^fPXa_^ac^]CdTbSPh
?C8

ers-that-be that I would create
a law and order problem. They
(BJP) are using this as a cover
to hide their nervousness.”
“If there was a genuine
problem, the police there
would have objected or asked
for a change in my schedule,”
said Akhilesh.
Defending the decision to
prevent Akhilesh from proceeding to Prayagraj, Yogi questioned as to why the SP chief
was so adamant on going to
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ongress president Rahul
C
Gandhi continued to attack
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
over the controversial Rafale
fighter jet deal, accusing him of
“treason” and violating the
Official Secrets Act by allegedly acting as industrialist Anil
Ambani’s “middleman” in the
Rafale contract.
In his second Press conference in less than a week on
the controversy, Rahul came
out with a fresh allegation and
shared an email to claim Anil
Ambani was aware of the deal
days before India and France
finalised it.
Ambani’s
Reliance

Prayagraj when the district
administration was apprehensive that his presence could create law and order problems.
“Was he going to create violence there?” Yogi questioned.
“The SP should refrain
from its anarchist activities.
The Allahabad University
administration had given in
writing that Akhilesh’s visit
might create law and order
problem due to the dispute
between student outfits. Hence

Defence, however, said the
“proposed MoU” mentioned in
a purported email cited by the
Congress president was a reference to its cooperation with
Airbus Helicopter and had “no
connection” with the Rafale
fighter jet contract.
The BJP dismissed the
allegations as height of
shamelessness and irresponsibility on the part of the
Congress president, and asserted that the e-mail he cited to
criticise the Prime Minister
referred to some chopper deal
and not the purchase of the
fighter aircraft.
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ndhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu along with TDP MPs
and MLAs met President Ram
Nath Kovind at Rashtrapati
Bhavan on Tuesday and raised
demand for Special Status for
the State.The delegation
marched from Andhra Pradesh
Bhavan to Rashtrapati Bhavan
and presented a memorandum to the President with 18
demands, including the
Bifurcation Act promises and
Special Status to the State.
“We met the President and
apprised him of our demands.
The Central Government has
ignored the Andhra Pradesh
Bifurcation Act promises. The
Modi Government is passing
the time without releasing
grants to the State.
For the development of
Hyderabad there has been a
struggle for 60 years and today
it stands as a world-class city.
Detailed report on P5
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he Supreme Court in a
T
rare judgment on Tuesday
rejected the apology of former

2^]VaTbb_aTbXST]cAPWd[6P]SWX
PSSaTbbTbP?aTbbR^]UTaT]RTPc0822
^UUXRTX]=Tf3T[WX^]CdTbSPh
?C8

the Government took this step,"
he clarified.
Interestingly, the Allahabad
University had already
informed the SP chief that no
politicians were allowed in any
of their programmes. On
Monday, registrar of Allahabad
University had written to
Yadav’s personal secretary in
this regard.
Rajya Sabha proceedings
were disrupted on Tuesday following protests by the SP and
other Opposition parties over
alleged stopping of Akhilesh at
Lucknow airport. In UP, both
Houses were adjourned for
the day after Opposition members in Assembly and Council
protested
against
the
Government on the issue.
Meanwhile, BSP chief
Mayawati termed the incident
as extremely condemnable. She
sought to know whether the
ruling BJP was afraid of the SPBSP alliance as a result of
which it was “resorting to antidemocratic methods”.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said it happened because of “arrogant
attitude of so-called BJP
leaders”.
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interim CBI Director M
Nageswara Rao and agency
top law officer S Bhasuram and
awarded them day-long courtroom detention for “brazen”
contempt of its orders and
asked them to sit in a corner of
the court till it rises for the day.
The punishment is reminiscent
of the classroom rebuke generally handed out to students
by teachers for indiscipline.
Strongly rebuking the two
officials, the SC also imposed
a fine of C1 lakh each for
transferring out an officer who
was probing the Bihar shelter
homes sexual assault cases
despite an embargo put by the
apex court.
Sparing contemnors Rao
and Bhasuram the jail term, the
apex court held them guilty for
“wilfully disobeying” its orders
by transferring CBI Joint
Director AK Sharma, as
Additional Director General of

CRPF on January 18.
“In our considered view, it
is a case where contempt has
been committed by both the
then acting CBI Director, MN
Rao, and the director prosecution (of the agency)” said a
Bench headed by Chief Justice
of India Ranjan Gogoi.
Rao and Bhasuram who on
Monday had already tendered
unconditional and unqualified
apologies for their roles in the
transfer of Sharma were in for
a rude shock as the bench
expressed its mind on their culpability for contempt at the outset. Holding them guilty of
contempt of court, the Bench,
also comprising justices LN
Rao and Sanjiv Khanna, said,
“We could not have done anything else”.
“We have heard Rao and
Bhasuram for commission of
contempt of court and we
impose one lakh fine and sentence them till the rising of the
court. Go to one corner of the
court and sit down till the rising of this court,” the
Bench noted.
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were almost ready to leave for
Hardwar. The power went off
and before they could comprehend, thick smoke started
billowing on their faces.
Somshekhar and his family
were caught unawares as
plumes of thick smoke running
through their floor at Arpit
Palace Hotel made them suspicious. A foul smell created
fear. Soon, they realised the
planned visit to Hardwar was
in jeopardy. The family had
come from Ernakulam district
in Kerala to attend a wedding
in Ghaziabad.
Other than Somshekhar, 12
members of his family were
staying at Arpit Palace Hotel in
Karol Bagh where a massive
fire killed 17 people, including
a child.
An
inconsolable
Somshekhar identified the bodies his mother Nalini Amma
(84), elder brother Vidyasagar
(60) and sister Jayashree (53) at
RML Hospital mortuary. They
were missing ever since the fire

5P\X[h\T\QTab^UeXRcX\bfW^SXTSX]
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broke out on the second floor,
the floor on which they had
booked rooms no 201,203, 204
and 205, at around 3.30am.
“We had come from
Ernakulam district in Kerala on
February 7 to attend a wedding
of a relative in Ghaziabad.
We had moved to this
hotel on February 10 and we
were planning to go to
Haridwar today morning,” said
Somshekhar.
“We all were getting ready
for Hardwar when there was a
sudden power cut. The hotel
staff switched on the generator
and there was heavy smoke and
smell.
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a rare instance, the
IwillnSupreme
Court on Friday
hear a petition filed by
Manikandan Chettiar, an advocate from Chennai, against the
life ban imposed on him by the
Bar Council of India.
Chettiar is the first advocate in independent India to be
served such a harsh punishment and the third person in
the 395 years in Indian judicial
history to face such ignominy.
Mahatma Gandhi was served
with life ban against practising
as advocate by the British in
1922 and freedom fighter
Shyamaji Krishna Varma was
the second person to be banned
from law practice in 1909.
The first two decisions of
life ban were imposed by
London’s Inner Temple, the
then regulator of the Bar.
“Ironically, both the
Mahatma and Shyamaji were
reinstated by the Inner Temple
posthumously in 1988 and
2015 respectively, 66 years and

106 years, after their being
banned.
The appellant on the other
hand, is challenging the double
life ban imposed upon him
because Republic India’s
Constitutional Law-Courts and
its Bar Councils have both suo
motu imposed the double lifeban on the petitioner since
February 2, 2018 and interim
indefinite ban since September
2015 without being able to
frame a single charge, whatsoever,” said Manikandan
Chettiar in his petition filed in
the SC challenging the decision
of the BCI.
He is represented by noted
lawyer Colin Gonsalves. The
case is listed before a Bench
comprising Justices DY
Chandrachud and Hemant
Gupta.
In Chennai legal circles,
Manikandan (45) is known as
an activist lawyer, who picked
up fights with police and on
some judicial corruption related issues.
He filed several cases seek-

ing probes in cases of alleged
corruption in judiciary.
In the controversial
Sankararaman murder case in
2011, he produced an audio
tape as purported evidence of
money transfer to a trial court
judge. In this case, as per
Manikandan’s petition in the
apex court, the current Madras
HC Judge PN Prakash was the
lead lawyer of the accused persons, including late Kanchi
Shankaracharya.
While all accused were
acquitted in the case,
Manikandan continued with
his demand for probe into the
audio tape scandal.
In 2013, advocate Prakash
was elevated as a judge in the
Madras High Court.
Two years later, he took
over the case related to judicial
bribing from trial court
and directed the Tamil Nadu
Bar Council to initiate
stringent
action
against Manikandan, though
his junior was the actual petitioner.

 (&$ !   

Both remained in a corner
of the CJI’s courtroom till 4 pm,
the normal working hours of
the judicial side of the apex
court. They also remained seated during the lunch session.
The Bench did not allow
Attorney General KK Venugopal’s request that the two officers be allowed to leave even at
3.40 pm — 20 minutes ahead
of time. The CJI responded
furiously to Venugopal’s plea
saying, “What’s this? Do you
want us to sentence him till the
rising of the court tomorrow?
Go and sit where you were.”
Before passing the order in
the pre-lunch session, the
Bench told Rao and Bhasuram
they have been held guilty of
contempt of court and it was
not accepting their unconditional and unqualified apologies. At the outset, the Attorney
General, appearing for CBI
and its officers, referred to the
noting on the file related to the
transfer of Sharma and said
that it was a case of “error of
judgement” on Rao’s part as he
had acted on the “incorrect

legal advice”. “It is not wilful.
Facts are little muddled... Rao
has put himself to the mercy of
this court,” Venugopal said and
sought leniency from
the Bench.
“Let us see the sequence of
events. From the note of the
Acting (CBI) Director, this
much is obvious that he knew
that there was an order of the
Supreme Court (against the
transfer of the CBI officer). He
also seeks the opinion of the
legal adviser,” the Bench said.
Later, Rao approved the
relieving order of the CBI
officer without “satisfying”
himself whether the sanction of
the court has been secured or
not and “if this is not the contempt then what is contempt,”
the bench said, adding “the axe
falls on the Supreme Court
orders”.
“He is the Acting Director
of the CBI...Would the heavens
have fallen if the relieving
orders were passed after taking
the Supreme Court into confidence,” the furious CJI
remarked.
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day after his fast for the
cause, Andhra Pradesh
A
Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Tuesday took his
fight for special status to the
State to the Rashtrapati Bhawan
as he along with TDP MPs and
MLAs met President Ramnath
Kovind and took up the issue
with him.
The delegation marched
from Andhra Pradesh Bhavan
to Rashtrapati Bhavan and presented a memorandum to the
President with 18 demands,
including the Bifurcation Act
promises and special status to
the State.
“We met the President
and apprised him of our
demands. The Central
Government has ignored the
Andhra Pradesh bifurcation
act promises. Modi government is passing the time without releasing grants to the
state. For the development of
Hyderabad there has been a
struggle for 60 years and today
it stands as a world-class city.
On seeing the injustice done to
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Andhra Pradesh many people
went into depression and
recently a physically challenged man Arjun Rao has
committed suicide over the
special status not being granted to the State,” Naidu said at
a press conference.
Naidu said that through a

memorandum he informed the
President that the Central government has failed to fill the revenue deficit gap. He also complained to President that it was
decided in the parliament to
accord special category status to
AP but the BJP Government has
failed to fulfill the demand so

far. The delegation complained
to President over the neglect in
fulfilment of state bifurcation
assurances.
Bringing his battle for special status for his state to the
national Capital, Naidu on
Monday went on a daylong fast
that became a rallying point for

opposition unity for the second
time in less than a month to
take on the BJP ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls.
Naidu, who is trying to
unite opposition parties, has
over the last three months held
a number of meetings with
opposition party leaders on
forming an anti-BJP front. The
TDP pulled out of the NDA
government in March last year
over its refusal to grant special
status to Andhra Pradesh.
He said that a possibility of
pre poll alliance with opposition
parties cannot be ruled out.
“Nothing is decided yet but
possibility of a pre poll alliance
with opposition parties cannot
be ruled out,” Naidu said at Press
conference. Naidu further said
while entire nation extended
solidarity for ‘dharma porata
deeksha’, the YSR Congress
failed to extend support.
Demanding that the
Centre fulfil promises made
during Andhra Pradesh’s bifurcation in 2014, the TDP president has been alleging that
Modi was not following ‘raj
dharma’ by denying the state
special status.
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ven as political slugfest is on
over media reports that the
Government waived off some
clauses of anti-corruption
penalties and sovereign guarantee in the C58,000 crore
Rafale fighter jet deal with
France, top IAF officers said
here on Tuesday the S-400
missile defence system deal
worth over C45,000 crore with
Russia does not have a “sovereign guarantee” as the process
of inter-Government agreements with countries like
Russia and the US are already
“streamlined.”
This assertion came at a
time when a political controversy erupted over a media
report about Indian government having made concessions by allegedly dropping
some key clauses relating to
anti-corruption penalties and
sovereign guarantee in the controversy-hit Rafale deal. While
opposition parties led by the
Congress raised questions
about such clauses having been
dropped, the ruling BJP and the
government rejected corruption allegations.
In a bid a clear the air on
the issue while replying to a
question here during a press
interaction on the IAF’s fire
power demonstration Vayu
Shakti 2019 at Pokhran ranges
later this week, Air Marshal V
R Chaudhari, Deputy Chief of
the Air Staff, said, “There is no
sovereign guarantee in the S400 deal with Russia.”
IAF’s Vice Chief Air
Marshal Anil Khosla said, “We
have had a lot of acquisitions
from Russians and Americans
earlier. The process of the government-to-government agree-

E

ment with Russia
and America are generally
already streamlined, or should
I say evolved. With other
countries, it may not have
evolved, as the government-togovernment (agreement)...
May have been the first or just
initiated,” he said.
The Hindu newspaper had
reported on Monday that the
multi-billion dollar Rafale deal
saw critical provisions relating
to anti-corruption penalties,
sovereign guarantees and making payments through an
escrow account being dropped
days before the signing of the
inter-governmental agreement
(IGA) in 2016.
The newspaper also said
this was significant because the
government also chose to do
away with a sovereign or bank
guarantee from France and
settled for a letter of comfort,
which is not legally binding,
from the French Prime
Minister.
The S-400 deal was inked
by India with Russia in October
last year to procure a batch of
the missile systems. India
went ahead to seal the deal
despite sanction warnings from
the US. Russia in January had
said there will be no delays in
delivery of the S-400 air
defence systems to India and a
payment mechanism for the
deal is being worked out
Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov, during
his India visit had said the missile systems will significantly
enhance India’s air defence
capability. The government
had informed Lok Sabha earlier this year that it will start
receiving the missile systems
from Russia from October 2020
and the deliveries will be completed by April 2023.

ressing with its demand for
constitution of a Joint
P
Parliamentary Committee to
probe Rafale fighter jet deal, the
Congress Tuesday staged a
walkout in the Lok Sabha when
Government refused to
respond to it.
Alleging corruption,
Congress leader Mallikarjun
Kharge said that a JPC alone
could detail out all the facts of
the controversial Rafale deal
with France.
He also demanded discussion on the issue to which the
Speaker said a debate had

already taken place in the House.
Kharge said the CAG
report on defence was tabled
before the Rajya Sabha and was
“leaked”. He said the report was
not tabled before Lok Sabha.
Mahajan said the reports
were tabled before the Lok
Sabha, in an apparent reference
to P Radhakrishnan tabling
three CAG reports, including
one on defence services.
Intervening in the matter,
Home Minister Rajnath Singh
said the issue of Rafale has been
discussed in the House and
even the Supreme Court has
given its judgement on it.
At this state an agitated

Kharge asked loudly, “What is
this? We want JPC”.
“I will allow you to speak
when the time will come. Now
sit down. You have shouted a
lot. Give your throat some
rest,” she said.
With this, Kharge sat down
but said, “If you don’t allow us to
speak, why should we be here”.
UPA Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, who was sitting next to
Kharge, nodded in support.
Kharge soon nudged other
Congress MPs to restart the
protests and they immediately
trooped into the well, carrying
placards and shouting slogans
seeking JPC on the Rafale deal.
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nion Minister Arun Jaitley
Tuesday accused the
U
Congress of peddling “lies” on
the Rafale deal to save a “sinking dynasty” and manufacturing a new falsehood every day.
The latest lie from the
Congress, the finance minister
said is in relation to the present
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) and “his participation in the decision making process of Rafale.”
Jaitley, in a Facebook post,
dismissed allegations of conflict
of interest of CAG Rajiv
Mehrishi saying he never dealt
with any file or paper relating
to the fighter jet deal during his
tenure in the Finance Ministry
in 2014-15.
“How many more lies will
be peddled to sustain a sinking
dynast? India, certainly
deserves better,” Jaitley said in
a Facebook post titled ‘How
Many Lies Need to be Peddled
to Sustain a Sinking Dynasty?’.
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi has dismissed the CAG
report on the Rafale deal as
“Chowkidar Auditor General”
report
Stating that the contagion
effect of falsehood is fairly
large, Jaitley said the lies spread
by the Congress have spread to
other colleagues in the

“Mahajhootbandhan”.
“In relation to the Rafale
deal where thousands of crores
of public money has been
saved, a new falsehood is manufactured on a daily basis. The
latest is in relation to the present CAG and his participation
in the decision making process
of Rafale,” Jaitley said.
In 2014-15, present CAG
Mehrishi was Economic Affairs
Secretary in the Finance
Ministry, and being the senior
most bureaucrat was also designated as the Finance Secretary.
“I say this without fear of
contradiction that no file or
paper relating to the Rafale
transaction ever reached him
nor was he in any way, directly or indirectly, associated with
the decision making on defence
purchases. Expenditure to be
incurred on purchases by various departments of the
Government needs the
approval of Secretar y
(Expenditure),” he said.
Asking as to why then a lie
in relation to the CAG having
a non-existent conflict of interest is being raised, Jaitley said
“the dynast knows that his 500
crore vs 1600 crore kindergarten argument was a fictional
story. No one would ever buy
it because facts don’t support it.
Even before the contents of
CAG report are known, a

‘Peshbandi’ attack on the institution of the CAG is launched,”
Jaitley said.
Without naming Rahul ,
Jaitley said “the dynast” and his
friends have in the past even
attacked the Supreme Court
when it rejected the writ petition on Rafale.
He said the entire pricing
argument of the Congress was
factually wrong and the procedure argument that there
was no Defence Acquisition
Council, no CCS, no Contract
Negotiation Committee was a
blatant lie.
“The C30,000 crore favour
to a private company is non-existent. The use of sliced document
by a newspaper is unprecedented in the history. The use of an
incomplete document is certainly not in consonance with the
spirit of free speech.
“The ‘no integrity pact’
argument is belied by the fact
that even in earlier purchases
through inter-governmental
agreement with Russia and the
United States, such pacts were
not there. Now without a shred
of evidence, a fictional conflict
of interest of the CAG is invented,” he said.
Jaitley said truth is both
precious and sacrosanct and in
mature democracies those who
deliberately rely on falsehood
are banished from public life.
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he Rajya Sabha on Tuesday
T
was marred by disruptions
and adjournments following
protests by the SP and other
opposition members over
reported stopping of SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav at the Lucknow
airport to prevent him from a
function at the Allahabad
University. The morning session of the Upper House was
functioning smoothly when
SP leader Ramgopal Yadav
tried to raise the issue.
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
did not allow him leading to
protests forcing the Chair to
adjourn the house. Similar
scenes were witnessed in the
afternoon before it was
adjourned for the day.
The trouble started in the
first half after as many as 15
members had made Zero Hour
mention on matters of public
importance. In fact, Leader of
Opposition Ghulam Nabi Azad
said the government and the
opposition had the constitu-
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tional obligation of passing
the motion of thanks to the
President’s address and the
general budget. He urged all to
participate in the discussion as
only two days were left before
the budget session ends on
Wednesday.
It set the tone with mem-

bers from various parties flagging issues of public importance. However, after about
half an hour SP members tried
to raise the issue of their chief
getting stopped at the Lucknow
airport and Naidu saying he
cannot allow them to raise the
issue as they have not given

notice. But the agitated SP
members did not relent and
Naidu then adjourned the
house till two pm.
Akhilesh Yadav was
stopped at Chaudhary Charan
Singh International Airport in
Lucknow by police in a bid to
prevent him from visiting

Allahabad to attend an oathtaking ceremony of a student
leader at
Allahabad University, SP
members said. Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
had told reporters in Lucknow
that the step was taken on the
request of the university as
there was apprehension that
Yadav’s visit could trigger violence on the campus.
When the Rajya Sabha reassembled at two pm, members
of SP, BSP, TMC and RJD continued their protests following
which the House was adjourned
till 2:35 PM. As soon as the
House met again at 2:35 PM,
members from various opposition parties trooped into the
Well protesting against the incident involving Akhilesh Yadav.
Deputy
Chairman
Harivansh tried to pacify the
members and urged them to go
back to their seats.
However, opposition members did not oblige him and
continued their protests, following which he adjourned
the house till Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the government
introduced two bills - the
International Financial Services
Center Authority Bill 2019 and
Cinematography (amendment)
Bill 2019. International Financial
Services Center Authority Bill
2019 was moved by Minister of
State for Finance Shiv Pratap
Shukla. The Cinematography
(amendment) bill 2019 was
moved by Information and
Broadcasting
Minister
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore.
Earlier in the day while
welcoming Azad’s plea for
smooth functioning of the
house, Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs Vijay
Goel said the government was
agreeable to the suggestion of
discussion the Motion of
Thanks and the budget. “We
can extend the session if there
is an agreement in the House”
to discuss the six bills that are
listed for taking up after the
Motion of Thanks is passed
and the Budget approved, he
said. However, his suggestion
did not seem to have found
favour with members.
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n a significant development, the
Supreme Court Tuesday referred the
controversy over minority status for
Aligarh Muslim University to a 7-judge
bench, which will also lay down parameters for granting the tag to an educational institution.
A three-judge bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi agreed with the submission of the AMU that the correctness
of the 2006 judgement of the Allahabad
High Court, by which the minority tag to
the university was taken away, needs to be
examined in detail.
Senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan,
appearing for AMU, submitted that the
issue involved in the matter was important
as the apex court in its 7-judge bench
judgement in the TMA Pai case in 2002
did not deal with the aspect as to what
should be the requirement for establishing a minority institution.
Since that question was not answered
in the TMA Pai case which dealt with various issues concerning the minority institution, there was a need to examine it, he
said.
Taking note of the submission, the
bench, also comprising Justices L
Nageswara Rao and Sanjiv Khanna, said
the issue needs to be decided and referred
the matter to the seven-judge bench.
Besides AMU, the then UPA

obert Vadra, Congress president Rahul
Gandhi’s brother-in-law, and his mother
Maureen appeared before the Enforcement
Directorate’s office in Jaipur for questioning
in connection with the probe into the Bikaner
land scam case.
Newly-appointed AICC general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra dropped them off at
the ED’s zonal office in Jaipur. Priyanka took
time off from her four-day Uttar Pradesh trip
in a show of solidarity with her husband.
Vadra took to the Facebook to accused the
Narendra Modi Government of being vindictive in the run up to the Lok Sabha polls.
This was Vadra’s first appearance before
the ED in Jaipur in connection with charges
of money laundering through land deals made
by a company linked to him.
Earlier, Vadra was asked by the Rajasthan
High Court to cooperate with the agency.
Vadra’s Jaipur appearance follows soon
after he faced ED questioning for three days
in Delhi on charges of money laundering in
a separate case relating to assets in London.
Vadra is also facing charges of irregular
land deals in Gurugram district of Haryana.
His mother, Maureen Vadra was allowed to
go after some time. Vadra was permitted to leave
around 1.30 pm for an hour-long lunch break.
Before the grillingbegun, Vadra accused
the government of harassing his elderly

R

mother by putting her through it.
“As I always have adhered to rules and
overall being a disciplined person, I have the
ability to sustain any amount of hours of questioning and having nothing to hide, I will
answer every question with respect and dignity. This too shall pass and will make me
stronger,” Vadra said.
“So here we are—my 75-year-old mother and me in Jaipur— to depose in front of the
ED. Not understanding the lows of this vindictive government to be harassing a senior
citizen, who the world knows has lost her
daughter in a car crash, her ailing son to diabetes, and her husband as well,” he posted.
In the Bikaner case, the agency had summoned Vadra thrice but he failed to appear
before it. The Rajasthan High Court asked him
and his mother to cooperate with the ED after
they approached the court seeking directions
that no coercive action is taken against them
by the AGENCY.
The ED had registered a case under
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
in connection with the deal in 2015, taking
cognisance of a clutch of FIRs and
chargesheets filed by the Rajasthan police after
the Bikaner tehsildar complained about
alleged forgery in land allotment.
Sources said Vadra was quizzed over his
links with the Skylight Hospitality Private
Limited, the firm at the centre of the dubious
land deals.
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he Defence Ministry on Tuesday
issues expression of interest for
T
short listing of potential Indian and for-
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Government also filed an appeal against
the 2006 verdict of the Allahabad High
Court holding that the varsity was not a
minority institution.
The BJP government at the Centre had
in 2016 told the apex court that it will withdraw the appeal filed by the erstwhile UPA
government as “the previous stand (of the
UPA government) was wrong”.
It said a five-judge Constitution bench
in 1968 in the Aziz Basha case had held
that AMU was a “Central university” and
not a minority institution. It maintained
that AMU was not a minority institution
as it was set up the government and not
by Muslims.
After the 1968 verdict, the AMU
(Amendment) Act, 1972 and thereafter
1981 came into force.
The Allahabad High Court had in
January 2006 struck down the provision of
the 1981 amendment Act by which the university was accorded the minority status.

eign original equipment manufacturers(OEM) for 111 naval utility helicopters. This project is the first under
the Strategic Partnership to build state
of the art weapon platforms within the
country. The Defence Acquisition
Council(DAC) had given the nod for
the project in August last year.
The proposed new twin-engine
helicopters will replace the ageing
Chetak single engine helicopters of the
Navy. The new helicopters will be used
for search and rescue missions and casualty evacuations, navy officials said
here on Tuesday. Moreover, 95 helicopters out of the 111 will be manufactured in India by the selected Indian
selected partners. The global tender was
floated last year and four foreign companies were found fitting the bill. They
will now respond to the expression of
interest catering to specific requirements
of the Indian Navy, they said.
The request for expression of
interest from Indian private companies for participating in the project has
been hosted on the defence ministry

and Indian Navy websites. However,
the equest for Expression of Interest
from foreign OEMs has been forwarded to companies that participated in the global tender deliberations.
The OEMs have been mandated to set
up dedicated manufacturing line,
including design, integration and
manufacturing processes for helicopters in India and make Indian
Manufacturing Line as a global exclusive facility for the naval utility helicopter platform being offered.
Whilst Indian companies have
been given two months to respond to
the expression of interest, the foreign
OEMs have been given three months.
Tata Advanced Systems Ltd, Mahindra
Defence, Adani Defence, L&T, Bharat
Forge and Reliance Infrastructure are the
probable Indian companies that are likely to participate in the process. The
Indian companies would be shortlisted
based on their capability of system of
system integration, facility in the aerospace domain and financial capability.
The foreign OEMs likely to participate in the project are Lockheed
Martin, Airbus Helicopters, Bell
Helicopters and Russia. High level of
indigenisation of about 60% of the
helicopter is desired, they said.
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Power bigwigs to attend NTPC’s conf
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
K Singh, Minister of State
(Independent Charge), Power
and New & Renewable Energy,
Govt of India will inaugurate a
two-day "Indian Power Stations
2019 (IPS)- International O&M
Conference" of NTPC Limited
here at Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya Auditorium at Raipur
on Wednesday.
A K Bhalla, Secretary
(Power), Govt of India, Gurdeep
Singh, Chairman & Managing
Director, NTPC Limited, and
senior officials from Ministry of
Power and NTPC Limited will
grace the occasion.
IPS Conference is held every
year on 13th February to commemorate the synchronization of
the first unit of Maharatna
NTPC's flagship power station at
Singrauli on the same day in
1982.
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A file photo of NTPC’s coal-fired unit at Korba in Chhattisgarh.
It is to be noted here that
India is among the fastest growing global economies and power
sector has to play a pivotal role in
making the economy even
stronger by introducing global
best practices.
Acting in this direction,

NTPC Limited has taken a lead in
providing a global platform by
organizing Indian Power Stations
(IPS-2019) Conference to bring
best practices from across the
globe and business opportunities
to India.
This is the eighth edition of

IPS with theme "Generating Safe,
Reliable, Eco-friendly, Flexible
Power - With State-of-the-Art
Technologies".
Over 500 industry representatives including delegates from
the US, Germany, Switzerland,
China, Japan, major power gener-

ators such as SEBs, NHPC, DVC,
THDC, Vedanta, Reliance Power,
JSW Energy, TATA Power, power
sector stakeholders like CERC,
CEA, MNRE and Central
Pollution Control Board, institutions like TERI and manufactures
and service providers like
Siemens, GE, Alstom, BHEL,
Hitachi, Toshiba, Megger, etc will
attend the event being held for
the first time outside Delhi.
While 11 international
papers and 71 domestic technical papers are to be presented
during the two-day conference,
five papers from IITs and NITs
will be presented during an
interface between industry and
academia.
Further, a Techno-Galaxy
exhibition is being held to showcase the products and technologies from 42 Indian and
International manufacturers.

NIA refuses to share
Jheeram case file
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
hhattisgarh government has
received a setback on Tuesday
after the Central government has
refused to hand over the case files
of National Investigation Agency
(NIA) related to Jheeram Valley
massacre.
Addressing the media in state
assembly premises, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said, “We had
sought from Central Government
to return the files related to
Jheeram Valley incident from
NIA. But with great disappointment, it is to be informed that
through a letter today the central
government has refused.”
He further stated, “Jheeram
massacre was not a normal incident. It was a ‘supari killing.”
“The door for the court is
open,” he said.
Congress after forming gov-

C

ernment with massive mandate in
state through a cabinet decision
had constituted a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to probe
into the Jheeram Valley massacre
in which 31 Congress leaders were
martyred in May 2013.

Alcohol prohibition issue

Will take everyone on
board, says Baghel
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
hief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Tuesday reiterated in the state assembly that his government is committed for
total prohibition of alcohol in the state
but his government will take everyone on
board before taking a final decision.
He was replying to the question
raised by BJP member Ajay
Chandrakar and supplementary question of Marwahi MLA Ajit Jogi on
same issue. Baghel said, “Government
is committed for total prohibition in
the state and I will go ahead with it.”
Former Chief Minister Ajit Jogi raised
the issue strongly in assembly and
questioned the delay in issuing order
despite the Congress made the commitment in its poll manifesto.
Responding to Jogi’s query, Baghel

C

Raipur Municipal Corporation conducted demolition drive by razing the dilapidated structures and shops at
Jawahar Market, Malviya Road, in capital city Raipur on Tuesday.

said,
“Before
implementation,
Government wants to see as how those
states having implemented has fared.
Had it been successful or beginning of
door to door service?”
He further said, “Two separate
committees have been constituted, one
will consider the political angle and

second one will look into liquor as a
social evil. A sudden decision taken
can push many people to death.”
When interrupted by Jogi, Chief
Minister said, “The mandate has not
been received for just 50 days but for a
full five-year term. What has been said
is being done and it will be done.”

BJP slams govt for
DEOs get invaluable tips
renaming key schemes for unbiased LS polls
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
he opposition BJP has slammed the
Congress government in Chhattisgarh for
renaming key schemes named after late Jan
Sangh leader Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya.
These schemes of the urban administration and development department have now
been named after former prime ministers
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi and architect of the Indian Constitution Dr B R
Ambedkar.
The opposition BJP, however, expressed
unhappiness, saying the step indicated "political vindictiveness". The order to rename the
schemes was issued on Monday night.
As per the order, Pt Deendayal
Upadhyaya Swavlamban Yojna has been
renamed as Rajiv Gandhi Swavlamban Yojna
while Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya Sarvasamaj
Manglik Bhavan Yojna will now be known as
Dr B R Ambedkar Sarvasamaj Manglik
Bhavan Yojna, the official said.
Similarly, Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya LED
Path Prakash Yojna has been rechristened as

T

Indira Priyadarshini LED Path Prakash
Yojna, Pt Deendayal Upadhyaya Ajivika
Kendra (livelihood centre) Yojna is now Rajiv
Gandhi Ajivika Kendra Yojna while Pt
Deendayal Upadhyaya Shuddh Peyjal (clean
drinking water) Yojna has been named as
Indira Priyadarshini Shudhh Peyjal Yojna, he
added.
Former chief minister and senior BJP
leader Raman Singh said they would protest
against the government's move.
"The state government deliberately
rechristened schemes named after Pt
Deendayal Upadhyayaji on his death
anniversary, which was observed on Monday
(February 11). This reflects Congress' mentality," Singh said in a statement.
He sought to know what the incumbent
government had done to make these schemes
better.
"Without making any new provisions,
they have just renamed the schemes which
clearly indicate that it's a new episode of
'Badlapur' (vindictive politics)," he alleged.

Two-day certification course begins in Raipur
STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR
reparations for Lok Sabha
Elections-2019 are going
on in the state in full swing
and in this context, a two-day
certification course for
Collectors and District
Election Officers (DEOs) of
all the districts of the state
was commenced on Tuesday.
Chief Electoral Officer
Subrat Sahoo, in his address
to the inaugural session, congratulated all the district
election officers for successfully executing the works
under a two-phased state
assembly polls held in
November.

P

Sahoo asked the officials
to perform even better now
to ensure peaceful and systematic Lok Sabha Election2019. He said that in these
two days, returning officials
of all 11 Lok Sabha constituencies and district election officers will be provided
necessary information for
organizing peaceful, unbiased and independent elec-

tions.
Meanwhile,
District
Election
Officer
and
Returning Officer are being
provided necessary information about their roles and
responsibilities, voter-lists
revision, model code of conduct and other important
subjects.
On the opening day of
the training programme

organized at the auditorium
of new circuit house in
Raipur had seven sessions.
Second day of the programme comprises six sessions from 9 am onwards on
February 13.
In these two days,
experts and master trainers
will provide training on different subjects. On the first
day,
District
Election

Officers and Returning
Officers would be informed
about their roles and responsibilities, re-examination of
voter IDs, withdrawal of
nomination letters and allotment of election symbols,
model code of conduct, election expenditure monitoring,
voting and other subjects.
On the second day, sessions on use of EVM and
VVPAT, facilities for voting
team and disable voters, paid
news, media and media
monitoring committee, vote
counting and declaration of
results, use of information
technology, and various apps
will be held.

CS reviews preparation of Nandini Sundar gets
‘Raipur Half Marathon 2019’ Cong govt favour
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
hhattisgarh
Chief
Secretary Sunil Kujur took
a review of the preparation
related to ‘Raipur Half
Marathon-2019’ at the committee chamber in state assembly premises.
The annual marathon
event is third in the series. The
marathon will be organized by
Sports and Youth Welfare
Department on February 24.
Kujur directed the organizing department to ensure
maximum participation of
women participants as it
would benefit the local players.
He also directed sports depart-
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ment officials to hold regular
sports activities so that players
can get chance to enhance

their skills.
Sports department secretary Siddarth Komal Pardeshi

made a presentation to provide
details of Marathon event. He
said that last date for registration is February 15, through
online. Till date around 21,000
sprinters have registered while
national and international
runners are also participants.
For 13 different categories, the
total cash prize money is Rs
32.66 lakh.
Different state sports
organizations and government
departments will coordinate
for hosting the event. Sports
celebrities of Chhattisgarh
having won medal in
international and national
level will be part of event.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
n a major relief to Delhi University
professor
Nandini
Sundar,
Chhattisgarh police has cleared the
charges pressed against her in connection with a murder case registered
with Tongpal police station of Sukma
district in the insurgency hit Bastar
region. According to police, charges against six others including a JNU
professor, who were all wanted in the
connection with the same case- have
been withdrawn.
Reports said that the previous
BJP government was critical of
Sundar, mainly for her frequent visits
to violence-hit Bastar but the new
Congress regime has now decided to
woo right activists by dropping the
case against Sundar.

I

In 2016 Maoists had killed a
man at his residence in
Sukma district. On complaint
of victim’s wife, an FIR was
lodged against Nandini
Sundar and six others

Notably, in 2016 armed Maoists
had killed Shamnath Baghel at his
residence in Nama village under
Tongpal police station limits of
Sukma district around 450 km south
of state capital Raipur.
Later, on complaint of victim’s
wife an FIR was lodged against
Sundar, JNU professor Archana
Prasad, Vineet Tiwari, who is with

Delhi’s Joshi Adhikar Sansthan,
Chhattisgarh CPI(M) secretary
Sanjay Parate, Manju Kawasi and
Mangla Ram Karma.
The police maintained that no
clear evidence was found against
them in connection with the case and
hence the charges were withdrawn.
"After investigation we could not
find any direct evidence against
Nandini Sundar and others in
Tongpal murder case. So, we have
withdrawn the charges pressed
against them" Superintendent of
Police Sukma Jitendra Shukla told
The Pioneer over phone. The murder
case was registered against them
while infamous IPS officer SRP
Kalluri was posted as Inspector
General of Police (IGP) in Bastar.
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head of ensuing Lok Sabha
polls 2019, Prime Minister
A
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
unveiled major development
projects costing crores of
rupees in Haryana.
He inaugurated National
Cancer Institute at Jhajjar and
the ESIC Medical College and
Hospital, Faridabad and also
laid the foundation stone of
National Institute of Ayurveda,
Panchkula, Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya University of
Health Sciences, Karnal, Shri
Krishna AYUSH University,
Kurukshetra and Battles of
Panipat Museum, Panipat.
The projects were unveiled
during Prime Minister’s visit to
Kurukshetra to attend “Swachh
Shakti-2019” program.
The Prime Minister, while
speaking at the “Swachh
Shakti-2019” program also
lauded Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal for successful
implementation of various
schemes and programmes for
the empowerment of women in
the state.
He said that it is the BJP
government in the state, which
has taken steps towards the
welfare of women in a true
sense.
Union Minister of
Drinking Water and Sanitation
Uma Bharti, Har yana
Governor Satyadeo Narain
Arya, Chief Minister Manohar

Lal, Haryana Urban Local
Bodies Minister Kavita Jain,
state BJP president Subhash
Barala and large number of
Swatchtagrahi from across the
country were present on this
occasion.
Dedicating various projects to the people of the state,
the Prime Minister said that all
these projects would not only
make the life of the people
more comfortable by giving
them better medical facilities
but would also provide employment opportunities to youth of
the state.
Describing the land of
Kurukshetra as a land of
Dharma and Karma, he said
that it is the same land where
Lord Krishna delivered the
celestial message of Karma.
Today 3rd edition of Swachhta
Shakti 2019 has been launched
from Kurukshetra, he said.
Referring to various steps
taken for the welfare of people
he said that the Union
Government has laid a huge
network of big hospitals in the
country to provide quality
healthcare to the people.
Modi said, “There are 21
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) in the country of which work has been
started on 14 AIIMS after
2014. In the recent Union
Budget, another AIIMS has
been sanctioned for Haryana,
which would be set up in village Manethi in district
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aryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal on Tuesday
H
said that the strength of
women in the state police
force has increased from 6 per
cent earlier to 10 per cent and
it would be further increased
to 20 per cent. Manohar Lal
was addressing the gathering
at Swachh Shakti-2019 program in Kurukshetra.
He said that with the
blessings of people of the
state, the BJP would form the
government in the state for
second consecutive term and
after forming the government,
the strength of women in the
state police force would be further increased to 20 per cent.
Highlighting the achievements of his government in
Haryana, Manohar Lal said,
“To provide safe and secure
atmosphere to the women,
several steps have been taken
including setting up of all
women police stations.”
Earlier, there were only two
women police stations which
have now increased to 30, he
said.
The Chief Minister said
that Haryana is first state in
the country which has been
declared Kerosene free.
Under the Ujjwala
Scheme, 99.3 percent households in the state have been
provided LPG connection and
remaining 0.7 percent households would be covered in the
next one month, he said.
He added that a reward of
Rs 100 each has been
announced for those giving
information about any eligible household who is still
deprived of LPG gas connection. Earlier, welcoming the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Haryana, Manohar
Lal assured that the State
Government would leave no
stone unturned in achieving
the targets given by Central
Government.
He said that the State

Government has taken several steps for successful implementation of Swachhta
Abhiyan. Both rural and
urban areas have been
declared ODF and now we are
heading towards ODF plus.
In the urban areas two
cities namely Rohtak and
Karnal have been included in
first 100 cities of the country
in achieving Swachta. This
has become possible only with
the active contribution of
women of the state, he added.
While referring to various
steps taken for the welfare of
the women in the state, he said
that with a view to promote
higher education in the state,
44 new colleges have been
opened during the last fourand-a-half years tenure of the
present State Government
which included 29 girls colleges.
“We have a target to set up
one women college at a distance of every 20 kilometer to
ensure that our daughters
need not travel a distance of
more than 10 kilometers to
reach their colleges. Apart
from this, Mukhyamantri
Chhatra Parivahan Yojna has
been started to provide free
travel facility to the girl students,” the Chief Minister
added.
Speaking on the occasion,
Union Minister of Drinking
Water and Sanitation, Uma
Bharti said that at present 5.5
lakh villages, 28 states and 600
districts have been declared
ODF. She said that the Central
Government has resolved to
make the country ODF free by
October, 2019.
Uma Bharti said that the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan has
provided employment opportunities to the women also as
till now 50000 women have
become ‘Rani Mistri’. She
also urged the people to
make keep their ponds, village streets clean and contribute in making clean and
new India.
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unjab Government on
Tuesday provided a major
P
relief to the beneficiaries of
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Rewari.”
The villager has given land
for the setting of this institute
and the work on this would be
started soon, he added.
Earlier, Prime Minister had
honored 12 Swachhtagrahi
with Swachh Shakti Award
2019 including Sarpanch of village Dharala in district
Panchkula. He also congratulated the winners of Swachhta
Shakti Award for making outstanding contribution under
Swatch Bharat Abhiyan.
Giving details of various
projects dedicated to the people of Haryana by the Prime
Minister on Tuesday, an official
spokesman said that PM Modi
laid the foundation stone of
Shri Krishna Ayush University,
Kurukshetra, which is first of its
kind in the world.
The University would be
constructed on about 94.5 acres

at an estimated cost of about Rs
475 crore. It would provide the
facility of education and treatment through Ayurveda, Yoga,
Unani,
Siddha
and
Homeopathic medical systems.
Similarly, the Prime
Minister laid the foundation
stone of Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhayaya University of
Health Sciences, Karnal and
National Institute of Ayurveda,
Panchkula, he said.
He also inaugurated the
National Cancer Institute constructed in Badhsa village at the
cost of about Rs 2,035 crore.
The institute has 710 beds and
would provide treatment of
all stages of cancer.
Besides this, the Prime
Minister laid the foundation
stone of Center of Excellence
which is being set up as
University in Kutail of Karnal
district. This university would

be developed on over 144 acres
at an estimated cost of about Rs
750 crore.
In order to provide
unprecedented medical facilities
in the field of Ayurveda, he also
laid the foundation stone of
National Institute of Ayurveda
to be set up in Panchkula.
Apart from these projects,
the Prime Minister inaugurated the newly constructed ESIC
Medical College and Hospital,
Faridabad. In this hospital,
labourers of Haryana and nearby states could get medical
treatment.
At the same time, he also
laid the foundation stone of a
museum on Battle of Panipat,
which would have heroic stories of heroes of the battle of
Panipat.
Reaching out to the women
voters and people of Haryana,
Modi said, “When the BJP

had declared him as the Prime
Ministerial candidate in the
year 2014, he had came to
Haryana to take the blessings
of ex-servicemen. Now, today
he has again come to
Kurukshetra to take the blessings of women of the country.”
He also highlighted the
implementation of One RankOne Pension Scheme, Beti
Bacho-Beti Padao and
Ayushman Bharat Health
Protection Scheme by his government.
Modi also spoke how
Ujjwala Yojana, National
Nutrition Mission, Prime
Minister's Safe Maternity
Campaign extending maternity leave from 12 to 26 weeks
and the ownership of houses
first to the women under
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
have played a key role in
empowering the women.

‘Shehri Awaas Yojna’ by providing relaxation to those not having permanent residence proof.
The state Local
Government Minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu said that now, copy
of tax assessment, electricity,
water or sewerage bill can be
submitted as the proof of residence.
The relief granted would
benefit 30,000 beneficiaries
directly who were to be bereft of
deriving the benefits entailed
under the ‘Housing For All’
scheme in the absence of permanent residence proof.
“It has been decided to give
this relief in order to provide
maximum possible benefit to the
urban poor as well as sorting out
the problems being faced by the
beneficiaries under the ‘Shehri
Awaas Yojna’,” said Sidhu.
He said that those beneficiaries who live in the ‘kuchcha
houses’ and under the Lal Dora

(red line) area and who don’t
have any proof of permanent
residence, can now produce or
submit the copy of tax assessment. “In case that is not available, any document out of the
electricity bill or sewerage bill or
water bill, after verification by
the councillor, can be submitted
for availing the benefits entailed
under the scheme,” he said.
Sidhu said that the Joint
Commissioners or EOs concerned have been empowered in
this regard to provide the benefits to the beneficiaries. Earlier,
it was mandatory to furnish
proof of permanent residence.
“For those who have not
yet applied under the scheme,
the State Government has
decided to go in for conducting a new survey starting from
February 15 to ensure that the
benefit accrues to maximum
number of poor families.
Those otherwise eligible under
the scheme but couldn’t apply
owing to the absence of permanent residence proof, can
now apply after this relief,” he
said.
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argeting the Opposition
T
parties, Prime Minster
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said that his Government will
speed up the campaign against
corruption and to rid the country of the corrupt.
“This ‘chowkidar’ will neither be threatened nor bow
down with their (Opposition)
threats and abuses,” said the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi while addressing
“Swachh Shakti 2019” program
in
Har yana’s
Kurukshetra, the land famously known as the battlefield of
Mahabharata.
At the event organised to
recognise the leadership role
played by rural women in the
Swachh Bharat Mission, the
Prime Minister asserted, “Our
‘safai’ campaign to rid this
country of the corrupt and the
dirt is going to be further
accelerated.”
“For this campaign, your
blessings should continue,”

Modi asked the gathering
which included swachagrahis
from across the nation.
Continuing his tirade
against the Opposition, the
Prime Minister claimed that
only corrupt people have a
problem with him while the
honest trusted this ‘chowkidar’.
Mocking the ‘mahagathbandhan’ as ‘maha-milawat’
(highly adulterated), he said
that all the faces in this group
are only indulging in competition in threatening and abusing him and are afraid of
investigation.
“Even in Haryana, you are
witnessing how some people
are worried because of probe
by investigating agencies,” he
said without naming anyone.
Notably, there are investigations ongoing against former
Har yana Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda and
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi's brother-in-law
Robert Vadra for alleged irregularities in land deals in
the State.
Taking a jibe at the

Congress and Gandhi family,
the Prime Minister said, “Some
people thought that the history of the country commenced
from year 1947 and that it was
started from one family. This
family had cut the country
from the roots of history. ”
“ The
present
BJP
Government has made the
welfare of women as base of all
its major schemes and programs and it has become possible only as the people of the
country had given full mandate
to the BJP in 2014. In 2014,
you gave your votes for an honest and transparent government” he said,
On assuming the reign of
the administration, middleman and those having corrupt
ideology were eliminated from
the system, Modi added.
On the ‘Swachh Bharat’
campaign, the Prime Minister
said, “People from other parties made fun of me when I
spoke of toilets from the ramparts of the Red Fort. I could
understand the plight of the
women who had to go out for
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defecation.”
“The taunts of those born

with gold spoon do not prick
me. I will continue with my

efforts to make life better for
women,” Modi added.
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t the time when 11-year-old
Manmeet Singh has to be in
A
school at Bathinda taking
lessons, he was on Chandigarh’s
streets, carrying the picture of
his father, who had committed
suicide due to Rs five lakh
debt, with eyes full of tears, seeking “justice” from the Congressled Punjab Government.
“Nothing has been done to
mitigate our woes even now.
Sannu jhothe laare laye si sarkar
ne (The government had made
false promises with us),” said
Manmeet, before breaking
down. He, along with hundreds others, laid siege to the
road that led to Punjab Vidhan
Sabha on the first day of the
budget session staging a massive
protest on Tuesday with the support of the SAD-BJP.
No less than 300 farmer suicide victim families, led by
SAD patriarch Parkash Singh
Badal and party president
Sukhbir Badal along with the
Youth Akali Dal (YAD) volunteers marched towards the
Vidhan Sabha complex holding
framed pictures of their fathers
or sons or husbands to build
pressure on the Congress
Government to fulfil its promise
of providing a government job,
besides Rs 10 lakh compensation to every family affected by
farmers’ suicide.
They also accused the State
Government of not honouring
its promise to waive off the

entire farm loans of Rs 90,000
crore.
The protestors were
stopped by the Chandigarh
police on the road leading
towards the Capitol Complex,
where all the significant buildings including Civil Secretariat,
Vidhan Sabha, Punjab and
Haryana High Court, are situated with heavy barricades and
riot police armed with water
guns.
Undeterred, the protesters
sat on dharna on the road, and
narrated their plight. The SADBJP legislators, after staging a
protest walk-out in the House,
later also joined the protestors.
Many family members narrate the harrowing tales of how
they lost their men, burdened
with heavy debt, and the woes
thereafter. Many told how the
suicide notes blamed the
Congress Government for the
mounting debt.
“My father had written in
his suicide note that Capt
Amarinder and the Congress
Government are responsible
for his death,” said Suvinderpal
Singh of Ajnala.
Jaspal Kaur from Fatehgarh
Sahib, her eyes moist with tears,
did not mince a word to blamed
the Congress Government for
“doing nothing for me...I have
lost my husband, and even my
both sons...they all have committed suicide because of debt”.
Badal, addressing the gathering, assured the victim families that SAD would fight their

amount waived off by SAD-BJP
merely in the shape of free
power to farmers worth Rs
6,000 crore every year for 15
years.
“We also took unprecedented decisions like hiking
the crop loss compensation
from Rs 2000 to Rs 8000 per
acre. In fact, if we add all the
relief measures taken by the
SAD-BJP, it would total up to Rs
1.5 lakh crore during our
tenures. What does the Captain
government have to show in
comparison?” he asked.
SAD president Sukhbir said
that the party would first take
the plight of farmers to the State
Governor and then if need, the
party will launch a state-wide
agitation to ensure the promises made to them were honoured.
battle and ensure justice was
meted out to them. He also
asked Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh to honour his
commitment on complete loan
waiver for farmers or quit. “CM
has not only backstabbed the
poor, beleaguered and even
bereaved farmer families, but
also gone back on the oath he
took on the holy Gutka Sahib,”
he said.
Referring
to
Capt
Amarinder’s query on what
SAD-BJP government had done
for farmers, Badal said that the
total amount of loan which
Capt Amarinder has promised
to waive is less than just the
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Chandigarh: Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh on Tuesday dubbed
the Akali protest along with a
handful of farmers near the
Vidhan Sabha as a “petty
political stunt” undertaken
with an eye on the ensuing
Lok Sabha polls.
Even as he lashed out at
the Akalis and Lok Insaaf
Party MLAs for walking out
during the Governor’s address
in the House on the first day
of the Budget Session, the

Chief Minister said that the
Akalis had failed to do anything for the farmers for 10
years and were now resorting
to all kinds of cheap tactics in
a desperate bid to mislead
them on the issue of farm debt
waiver.
“Our government has
already helped 5.83 lakh
farmers with its debt relief
scheme and would soon cover
all 10.25 lakh small and marginal farmers in the state,” said
Capt Amarinder Singh

adding that the Akalis’
attempts to undermine these
efforts would backfire on
them.
The Opposition walkout
was a clear case of ‘badtameezi’ (rudeness) against
the head of the state, said the
Chief Minister adding that the
problem with the Opposition
was that it had no issues to
raise in the House and were
thus trying to divert public
attention by making noise
on non-issues, he added.
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hina and Russia have
developed robust and
C
capable space services and the
two countries pose a challenge
and threat to the space capabilities of the US, the Pentagon
has said.
Chinese and Russian military doctrines indicate they
view space as important to
modern warfare and counterspace capabilities as a means to
reduce US and allied military
effectiveness, the Pentagon said
in a report released by the
Defense Intelligence Agency.
The report “Challenges to
Security in Space” examines the
space and counterspace programmes that could challenge
the US or partner interests in
the space domain.
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Bratislava(Slovakia): US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
on Tuesday invoked the 30th
anniversary of the demise of
communism to implore countries in Central and Eastern
Europe to resist Chinese and
Russian influence.
Speaking in the Slovak capital of Bratislava, Pompeo said
China and Russia pose twin
threats to the democratic and
free-market gains made since
the fall of the Berlin Wall in
1989. He said the post-communist countries are particularly vulnerable to Chinese and
Russian predatory investment
and political meddling. AP

Noting that both countries have developed robust
and capable space services,
including space-based intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance, the report said
China and Russia were making
improvements to existing systems including space launch
vehicles and satellite navigation
constellations.
“These capabilities provide their militaries with the
ability to command and control
their forces worldwide with
enhanced situational awareness, enabling them to monitor, track and target US and
allied forces,” it said.
Running into more than 40
pages, the report mentions
India a few times and describes
China and Russia as a major
challenger to the US, Iran and

North Korea as other space
challenges. The Pentagon lists
India as one of the nine countries and one international
organisation which can independently launch spacecraft:
China, India, Iran, Israel, Japan,
Russia, North Korea, South
Korea, the United States, and
the European Space Agency
(from French Guiana).
While the European Union,
Russia and the US’ satellite
navigation constellations offer
global coverage, Japan and
India operate regional systems,
it said. China operates both a
regional and worldwide satellite
navigation system. In its report,
the Pentagon said Chinese and
Russian space surveillance networks were capable of searching, tracking and characterising
satellites in all orbits.
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mbattled British Prime
Minister Theresa May on
E
Tuesday asked MPs to give her
“some time” to complete negotiations with the European
Union (EU) in order to bring
back a deal for a Parliament
vote and deliver Brexit in time
for the March 29 deadline.
In an important update to
the House of Commons, May
called for patience as the talks
with the EU were at a “crucial
stage” and promised MPs a
“meaningful vote” over a
reworked withdrawal agreement.
“Having secured an agreement with the European Union
for further talks, we now need
some time to complete that
process. When we achieve the

progress we need, we will bring
forward another meaningful
vote,” she said in her statement.
“The talks are at a crucial
stage. We now all need to hold
our nerve to get the changes

this House requires and deliver Brexit on time,” she said.
May said that by getting the
changes required to the controversial Irish backstop – the
insurance policy against a hard
border between the UK and EU
member-country Ireland – she
was confident that she could
bring back a deal more acceptable to MPs, who had voted
down her withdrawal agreement in a historic defeat last
month.
“We can deliver for the
people and the communities
that voted for change two and
half years ago – and whose
voices for too long have not
been heard. We can honour the
result of the referendum,” she
said, in reference to the June
2016 referendum in favour of
Britain’s exit from the EU.
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emocrats and Republicans
D
have reached an agreement in principle to fund the
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US Government and avert
another partial Government
shutdown at the end of the
week while denying President
Donald Trump much of the
money he has sought to build
walls along the US-Mexico
border.
The announcement by lawmakers on Monday night came
days ahead of a possible government shutdown in the
absence of such an agreement.

Senate and House negotiators from both parties, who
held a closed-door meeting in
Washington, did not comment
on the details of the deal, saying the staff is still working on
last-minute logistics.
Sharp differences between
Democrats and President
Trump over border security and
building a wall along the USMexico border resulted in a
record partial government shutdown for more than 30 days.
“We’ve had a good evening.
We’ve reached an agreement in
principle between us on the
Homeland Security and the

other six bills,” Senator Richard
Shelby told reporters at the US
Capitol Hill Monday night.
As a result, the House and
the Senate are likely to pass a
new resolution before the
February 15 deadline.
According to reports, the
bill would provide $1.375 billion for wall construction, far
less than $5.7 billion congressional funding Trump has
demanded to build the wall.
But, if accepted, the deal
would end a standoff in which
Trump has threatened to cut
budgets from swaths of
Government this Friday.
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resident Donald Trump
charged ahead with his
P
pledge to build a wall at the USMexico border, skimming over
the details of lawmakers’ tentative deal that would give him
far less than he’s been demanding and declaring he’s “setting
the stage” to deliver on his signature campaign promise.
In the first dueling rallies of
the 2020 campaign season,
Trump’s “Finish the Wall” rally
in El Paso went head-to-head
Monday night against counterprogramming by Beto
O’Rourke,
a
former
Democratic congressman and
potential Trump rival
in 2020, who argued that walls
cause more problems than they
solve.
The rallies across the street

from each other served as a
preview of the heated yearslong
fight over the direction of the
country. And they made clear
that Trump’s long-promised
border wall is sure to play an
outsized role in the presidential race, as both sides use it to
try to rally their supporters and
highlight their contrasting
approaches.
Standing in a packed stadium under a giant American
flag and banners saying “FINISH THE WALL,” Trump
insisted that large portions of
the project are already under
construction and vowed to fulfill his 2016 campaign promise
regardless of what happens in
Congress.
“Walls work,” said Trump,
whose rally was repeatedly
interrupted by protesters.
“Walls save lives.”
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IWKH1DUHQGUD0RGLJRYHUQPHQWQHHG
HGDQ\PRUHZDUQLQJWKDWLWFRXOGXQGR
WKHJDLQVRISULRULWLVLQJWKH1RUWKHDVWRYHU
WKHODVWIHZ\HDUVE\SXVKLQJWKH&LWL]HQVKLS
$PHQGPHQW %LOOQRZWKHQWKHODWHVWPLV
VLYHE\7H]VRQRI%KDUDW5DWQD%KXSHQ
+D]DULNDVKRXOGMROWLWRXWRILWVEUD]HQDUUR
JDQFHRUVLQJOHPLQGHGSUHVXPSWLRQV,W
ZRXOGGRZHOOWRUHYLHZWKH&LWL]HQVKLS%LOO
EHIRUHWXUQLQJLWLQWRDODZRUULVNDOLHQDW
LQJWKHUHJLRQLWKDGVRFDUHIXOO\QXUWXUHG
WKURXJKGHYHORSPHQW7H]PHUHO\DUWLFXODW
HGWKHJHQHUDOGLVFRQWHQWLQWKHUHJLRQVD\
LQJKLV´IDWKHU·VQDPHDQGZRUGVDUHEHLQJLQYRNHGDQGFHOHEUDWHGSXEOLFO\ZKLOH
SODQVDUHDIRRWWRSDVVDSDLQIXOO\XQSRSXODUELOOUHJDUGLQJFLWL]HQVKLSWKDWLVDFWX
DOO\XQGHUPLQLQJKLVGRFXPHQWHGSRVLWLRQ,WZRXOGLQUHDOLW\EHLQGLUHFWRSSR
VLWLRQWRZKDW%KXSHQGD EHOLHYHGLQKLVKHDUWRIKHDUWVµ&DOOLQJWKHELOOJURVVO\
XQFRQVWLWXWLRQDOXQGHPRFUDWLFDQGXQ,QGLDQKHUHPLQGHGWKDWMXVWE\DSSHDO
LQJWRWKHSHRSOH·VPHPRU\RIDQLFRQEHLWE\GDQJOLQJWKHFDUURWRIWKHQDWLRQ·V
KLJKHVWKRQRXURUDEULGJHRQWKH%UDKPDSXWUDWKHJRYHUQPHQWRIWKHGD\FRXOG
QRWUXQURXJKVKRGRYHUSHRSOH·VULJKWVWRWKHLUODQGDQGLGHQWLW\2UREIXVFDWH
WKHLVVXH&RPLQJDVLWGRHVFORVHWRWKHUHMHFWLRQRIWKH3DGPD6KULE\DXWKRU
*LWD0HKWDVLVWHURI%-'FKLHI1DYHHQ3DWQDLNZKRWKRXJKWWKHKRQRXUZDV
PRUHSROLWLFDOO\GULYHQLQWHQGHGWRZRR3DWQDLNWKLVFHUWDLQO\UDLVHVTXHVWLRQV
DERXWKRZZHYDOXHUDWKHUWULYLDOLVHRXURZQWDOHQW:KLOHDZDUGVDQGWLWOHVDUH
QHFHVVDU\IRUDFNQRZOHGJLQJFRQWULEXWLRQVE\SLRQHHULQJFLWL]HQVWKH\VKRXOG
Q·WEHFRQIHUUHGZLWKSROLWLFDOJDLQVLQPLQG,QWKDWFDVHWKH\ZRXOGQ·WEHDQ
KRQRXUEXWDQLQVXOWWRWKHSHUVRQDOLW\DQGZLWKUHVSHFWWR+D]DULNDKLVOHJDF\
,IDQ\ERG\KDGHYHQOLVWHQHGWR+D]DULND·VVRQJ$DPL(N-DMDERU ,DPDZDQ
GHUHU KHZRXOGNQRZWKDWKHZDVDOOHPEUDFLQJRISHRSOHSDUWLFXODUO\RIWKH
GLVDGYDQWDJHGDQGZRXOGQ·WKDYHHQGRUVHGVHJUHJDWLRQRIDQ\NLQG
7KH&HQWUHKDGFOHDUO\PRYHGWKH%LOOWREULQJEDFNSHUVHFXWHG+LQGXVIURP
SRODULVHGERUGHUVWDWHVRI%DQJODGHVK3DNLVWDQDQG$IJKDQLVWDQKRSLQJIRUDQ
HQKDQFHGFXVKLRQRIUHWXUQHH+LQGXYRWHVEHIRUHWKH/RN6DEKDHOHFWLRQV$QG
WKRXJK0RGLKLPVHOIVHHPVFRPPLWWHGWRWKH%LOOVD\LQJLWZRXOGQRWEULQJDERXW
DFDWDFO\VPLFGHPRJUDSKLFFKDQJHWKH%-3·VRZQDOOLHVDUHXSVHW7KH$*3
KDVZDONHGRXWRIWKH$VVDPJRYHUQPHQWVD\LQJDQ\UHIXJHHLUUHVSHFWLYHRI
UHOLJLRQZRXOGVZDPS$KRPLGHQWLW\DQGWKHULJKWRILQGLJHQRXVSHRSOHRYHU
WKHLUODQGRSSRUWXQLWLHVDQGUHVRXUFHV7KH&RQUDG6DQJPDOHG0HJKDOD\DJRY
HUQPHQWZKHUH%-3LVDFRDOLWLRQSDUWQHUKDVDVNHGIRUDUHYLHZZKLOHWKH0L]RV
DUHIHDULQJDQLQIOX[E\%XGGKLVW&KDNPDV0DQLSXULVDUHRQDPDVVLYHDQWL%LOO
VKRZGRZQDQGWKHUHDUHUHSRUWVRILQWHUQHWEHLQJVKXWGRZQLQWKHLUVWDWH7KH
LQGLJHQRXVSHRSOHDUJXHWKDWWKH1RUWKHDVWHUQVWDWHVDUH\HWWRUHFRYHUIURPWKH
LQIOX[RI+LQGX%HQJDOLVIURPDQGRIFRXUVHWKHVXEVHTXHQWLOOHJDO0XVOLP
PLJUDQWVDSURFHVVHQFRXUDJHGE\QDWLRQDOSDUWLHVIRUVKRULQJXSYRWHEDVHV
%HVLGHVRQHPXVWQRWIRUJHWWKHFRORQLDOOHJDF\ZKLFKHQVXUHGWKHLPSRUWDQG
SUHGRPLQDQFHRIHGXFDWHGFRPPXQLWLHVLQFLYLODQGDGPLQLVWUDWLYHVWUXFWXUHV
RQHWKDWVLJQLILFDQWO\VKDSHGWKHORFDOHFRQRP\DQGVRFLDOKLHUDUFKLHV$Q\IXU
WKHUFKDQJHZRXOGPHDQDIORRGRIUHIXJHHVDQGDGURXJKWRIHFRQRPLFRSSRU
WXQLWLHVIRUORFDOSHRSOH7KH%-3PLJKWXVHWKH+LQGXUHIXJHHVDVWKH&RQJUHVV
GLGWKH0XVOLPUHIXJHHVEXWERWKHQFRXUDJHDOLHQDWLRQRIORFDOVUDWKHUWKDQLQWH
JUDWLRQ:KDWHYHU\ERG\VHHPVWRIRUJHWLVWKDWLWKDVWDNHQ\HDUVRIFRQIURQWD
WLRQYLROHQFHGHDWKVDQGQHJRWLDWLRQWREXLOGDQDOOLDQFHRIWUXVW,IWKH%-3XQGHU
HVWLPDWHVWKLVFODPRXUIRULGHQWLW\WRVHUYHLWV+LQGXWYDFRUHLWFRXOGNQRZLQJ
O\IXHOWKHUHWXUQRIH[WUHPLVWRUJDQLVDWLRQVWKDWDUHO\LQJGRUPDQWRUKDYHORVW
UHOHYDQFH:HFDQQRWDIIRUGWRGHUDLOWKHSHDFHE\VWRNLQJVHSDUDWLVWVHQWLPHQWV
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    %      
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WT Wd\P] SX\T]bX^] ^U caPVTSh
QTR^\TbcaPd\PcXRfWT]h^dWPeTSXb
cdaQX]V eXbdP[b U[^^SX]V h^da R^]
bRX^db]TbbP]SbcPhX]VcWTaTB^QTXccWT
Q[daahX\PVTb^UcWT3^^aSPabWP]TaP^U
_T^_[T Yd\_X]V ^dc ^U 7^cT[ BXSSWPacW
2^]cX]T]cP[fWTaTPa^PaX]VUXaTR[PX\TS"&
[XeTbSXbcaPdVWcaT[PcXeTbbcd]]TSQhcWT
RWPaaTS aT\PX]b ^U cWT D_WPPa cWTPcaT
fWTaTU[P\TbT]Vd[UTS$(_T^_[TfPcRWX]V
PUX[\^acWT\^cWTaP]SRWX[SYd\_X]V^dc
^UcWTfX]S^f^U0a_Xc?P[PRT7^cT[X]:Pa^[
1PVWc^TbRP_TPRW^ZX]VX]UTa]^cWPcZX[[TS
&cWTbW^RZT[T\T]c[TPSbc^P]P[[R^]bd\X]VaPVTPccWT^f]Tab^UcWTbT_a^_
TacXTbU^aXV]^aX]VUXaT_aTeT]cXeTP]SbPUTch]^a\bP]S_[PhX]VRPbdP[[hfXcW[XeTb
D]U^acd]PcT[hcWTaPVTS^Tb]³cQ[PiTX]c^\PbbUdahPbcWTRPdbTbU^acWTbTT_Xb^STb
aT\PX]cWTbP\T¯PbW^acRXaRdXcWTaTPeX^[PcX^]cWTaTP]SP]^eTaP[[]TV[X
VT]RT^UbcP]SPaSbc^\PZTQdbX]TbbTbR^\_TcXcXeTFWPcXbXcPQ^dccWT0a_Xc
?P[PRTQ[PiTcWPcfTSXS]³caTP[[hZ]^fcWa^dVWcWTRWa^]^[^Vh^UbdRWSXbPbcTab
X]3T[WX.CWTaTXbcWTeTahUP\X[XPaeTabX^]^UXcU[^dcX]VR^]bcadRcX^]]^a\bQTX]V
PbXgbc^aThQdX[SX]VX]R[dSX]V^]TcT\_^aPahU[^^aX]bcTPS^UcWT_Ta\XbbXQ[T
U^daU[^^ab3TbXV]RWP]VTbcWPc^UcT]^eTa[^^ZfXaX]VP]S^eTa[^PSX]VRXaRdXcb
cWTR^]RTP[TSSdRcX]VcWPcXbbT[S^\RWTRZTSU^afTPaP]ScTPacWT[PRZ^U_a^_
TaTgXcbP]SR^]cPX]\T]c_a^c^R^[bcWTaTPb^]baT\PX]cWTbP\T>UR^dabT
cWT3T[WX7^cT[0bb^RXPcX^]X]bXbcTScWPc_a^_TacXTbR^d[S]³cPUU^aSc^QTRPaT[Tbb
Pb[XRT]RTbfTaTVXeT]^][hPUcTaX]b_TRcX^]1dcfWT]XcR^\Tbc^^]bXcTX]eTb
cXVPcX^]bfTZ]^fW^fcWThPaTTPbX[h\P]X_d[PcTSPccWT[^RP[[TeT[9dbcPfTTZ
PV^P\PY^aUXaTQa^ZT^dcX]P=^XSPW^b_XcP[U^aRX]VT\TaVT]RhTePRdPcX^]^U
_PcXT]cbQdcXcfPbR^]cPX]TSfXcW^dcP]hRPbdP[ch8cb_d]^dc^UR^]ca^[WTaT
7^cT[UXaTb_aTbT]cd]X`dTRWP[[T]VTbc^UXaTST_Pac\T]cbP]SfWT]XcR^\Tb
c^bPUTchSaX[[bP[[RPcTV^aXTbX]^daRXchS^]^c\PX]cPX]cWTbP\T[TeT[b^UPfPaT
]Tbb_aT_PaTS]Tbb^aaTb_^]bTaTPSX]Tbb1TbXSTbW^cT[bPaT^RRd_XTSQhVdTbcb
fW^PaT[XZT[hc^WPeT[Xcc[TZ]^f[TSVTSTb_XcTbXV]PVTbPQ^dccWTQdX[SX]V³b[Ph
^dcTgXca^dcTbP]SP[Pa\bP]S\PhQTPb[TT_PbcWThfTaTX]cWXbRPbTPccWT
cX\T^UcWTX]RXST]cCWT]cWTaTXbP]T[T\T]c^U_P]XRfWXRWbTcbX]_PacXRd[Pa
[hX]cWXb[PcTbcT_Xb^STfWTaTf^^S_P]T[[TSR^aaXS^abUdT[[TScWTUXaTP]ScaP__TS
VdTbcb4PRWW^cT[XbSXUUTaT]cP]SbcP]SPaS^_TaPcX]V_a^RTSdaTb\Ph]^cP__[h
c^_a^_TacXTbfWXRWWPeT[X\XcTSPRRTbb^a[XTPSYPRT]cc^Ra^fSTS]TXVWQ^da
W^^SbF^abcbT[S^\PaT\XSS[T[TeT[^aQdSVTcW^cT[b_aT_[P]]TSP]S\dbW
a^^\[PcTaaTbd[cX]VX]SXbcaTbbX]VPbhbcT\cWPcfPb]^cSTbXV]TSc^UPRc^aX]
WPiPaSb1dccWT^][hfPhc^]TdcaP[XbTaXbZbXbc^\PZTbdaTcWPcP[[UXaTbPUTch
T`dX_\T]cPaTf^aZX]VcWTaTPaT_TaX^SXRSaX[[bP]SRWTRZbX]RPbT^UcWTb[XVWc
TbcRWP]VTc^bcadRcdaTP]ScWTT[TRcaXRXchVaXSbBPS[haXbZPbbTbb\T]cX]^da
R^d]cahXb]^cP_aX^aXchCX[[cWT]TgcX]RXST]cbW^RZbdb
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here are eerie similarities in the
genesis, proceedings and the
ultimate fate of the US involvement in both Vietnam and
Afghanistan. First, both — the
Vietnamese and the Afghans — pride
themselves on their fierce history of resistance to foreign invaders for centuries. In
the case of the Vietnamese, it was the
valiant repulsion of the Chinese, Mongols,
French and the Japanese forces; whereas,
the unforgiving battlefields of the Afghan
swathes have been bloodied with forces of
Alexander, Arab caliphates, Genghis Khan,
Timur, Persians, Mughals, Sikhs, British
empire and to the communist forces of the
erstwhile USSR. Both races have a heightened sense of history and destiny that militates instinctively against any notion of a
foreign “invader.” Both these lands have
been at the forefront of the US’ efforts to
counter the topical “ism” that threatened
American interests. In the case of Vietnam,
in the 50s and 60s, it was the Cold War fear
of “communism” that drove US interest;
whereas in the case of Afghanistan (post
2001), “religious extremism” replaced
“communism” as the greatest security
threat.
In both these conflicts, the US had
played a covert, tactical and surreptitious
role in inflaming the combustible ground
situation. Insidious military and financial
support was extended to the French forces
in the 50s to re-colonise Vietnam, which
later morphed into a full-fledged US military intervention by the 60s. Similarly, the
less-than-covert military operations of
the Central Intelligence Agency-Islamic
State (IS), along with the Afghan
mujahideen in the 80s, had lit the flames
of religious extremism that ultimately
morphed into the phenomenon of the
Taliban. The pattern of sudden US disinterest is also common to both places as
Vietnam would face in the mid-70s when
the forces of Ho Chi Minh overran Saigon,
as also in the essential US disinterest in the
90s as Pakistan-supported Taliban entered
and butchered their way into Kabul. The
genesis of both conflicts had unmistakable
fingerprints of the US handiwork prior to
the full escalation of the crisis. In both
cases, the US had erred in its initial
judgement as it had twice spurned appeals
by the nationalist, Ho Chi Minh, before he
turned a staunch communist; whereas, the
American desperation to dislodge the
communist Najibullah regime in Kabul had
led them to honour and fete the Afghan
mujahideen in the White House, who later
turned on their original benefactors.
Signs of American “shock-and-awe”
military tactics to bludgeon enemy lines
were visible in the killing fields of Vietnam,
where the Americans dropped more than
three times the tonnage of bombs that the
entire allied forces dropped in World War
II. Today, Afghanistan has replaced

T

Vietnam as its longest war and
a record high number of
bombs dropped in a year were
registered in 2018. The definitive imagery of 388,000 tonnes
of napalm bombs dropped in
Vietnam was mirrored with the
unabashed dropping of the
GBU-43/B (also known as
“Mother of all Bombs”) in
Afghanistan — the most powerful non-nuclear weapon in
American arsenal. However,
despite the colossal commitment of weaponry and military
might, the Afghan extremist
groups today control more territory than at any point ever
since the removal of their
regime 17 years ago. The
Vietnam War had led to over
58,000 American military casualties and the technologyenhanced Afghan war to yet
another 2,400 American military casualties. The “cost of
war” to the locals (civilians, soldiers and insurgents) was an
unprecedented three million in
the Vietnam War and over
111,000 in Afghanistan. From
the official start date of the
Vietnam War (November 1,
1955) to the signing of the
peace treaty in January 1973 for
facilitating the withdrawal of
American troops, the realisation of an unsustainable “nowin” stalemate took 18 years.
Today, nearly 18 years into the
Afghan War (started in 2001,
following 9/11), the Americans
are walking the talk of anoth-
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er American withdrawal, this
time from Afghanistan, following yet another stalemate.
Unfortunately, the looming
fears of the imminent future are
also similarly aligned as the
Americans are negotiating with
the Afghan Taliban (under the
nudge and aegis of the equally unreliable ally, Pakistan) to
facilitate the American troops’
withdrawal. In 1973, a similar
face-saving treaty was signed
by the representatives of the
US, South Vietnam, North
Vietnam and Viet Cong to
‘reunite’ Vietnam peacefully –
even though the signatory
north Vietnamese were knowingly violating the terms of
ceasefire and agreement and by
1975, the entire South Vietnam
territory had fallen to a fullscale invasion by the North. It
is this doomsday scenario that
has fuelled concerns in the
Ashraf Ghani-led Afghan
Government in Kabul as they
fear the impact of an emboldened Taliban. From 1,50,000
foreign troops defending the
beleaguered
Afghan
Government till 2016, to just
about 7,000 (after the current
US withdrawal plans), along
with the well-known aspiration
of “strategic depth” in
Afghanistan for the Pakistani
state – the military ability of the
current Afghan Government in
Kabul to withstand the ISTaliban combined onslaught is
extremely suspicious. The sud-

den vacuum following the US
withdrawal in Vietnam in 1973
had led to the ultimate fall of
the South Vietnam defences;
the US “withdrawal” from
Afghanistan in 1991 had led to
the creation of the Taliban; and
now the insecurity in Kabul
is one of history repeating
itself.
While history is yet to
record its final verdict and victor in Afghanistan, in Vietnam,
the Americans can technically
claim to have “withdrawn.”
However, objectively, the antiUS side overran the US protectorate and they rule till date.
Thousands of insurgents were
killed in US military operations
and multiple more of the same
were borne out of the sense of
revenge, hatred and retribution
against the US. In both cases the
human, economic, military and
the political “cost of war”
became unsustainable and the
common feature of “stalemate”
wore out the largest military in
the world. The intrigues, complexities and accompanying
civilian atrocities in both conflicts have also led to serious
questions on the morality, trust
and confidence on the US’
words and actions. Afghanistan
is still an unfolding saga, yet
portents of a possible repeat of
a Vietnam stare in the face.
(The writer, a military veteran, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry.)
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8fPbbc^__TSUa^\
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PccT]SPbcdST]cb\TTc
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CWT! (;^ZBPQWP
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G_b\T3e``bU`QbUT^Ucc
Sir — The recent interview of the
Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) selection committee chairman MSK Prasad, regarding the World Cup preparations,
was refreshing and clear on intent.
As there is not much time left for
the big event, the Chairman
struck the right chord by letting
the world know that the selection
process is almost complete.
This was, perhaps, aided by the
performance of the young blood
during the Australia-New Zealand
series, the recently concluded
Ranji tournament and the pool of
talented players available in the
domestic cricket circuit. It is also
welcome to note that for matters
related to picking the Number 4
batsman and other issues that may
arise in the selection of the World
Cup team, the decision will rest
with the team management, with
zero interference from the selection committee.
Varun SD
Bengaluru

8e]Q^YdiUhYcdc
Sir — It was both upsetting and
moving to read about a nine-

C>C74438C>A

=QXQWQdXRQ^TXQ^YcRUbUVd_VQVQSU

WXb aTUTab c^ cWT TSXc^aXP[
°?PfPabDcda]±5TQadPah
CWTTSXc^aXP[WPbeTah
fT[[P]P[hbTScWTbcT_cPZT]Qh
=2?RWXTUBWPaPS?PfPa7TWPb
_dc WX\bT[U Pb cWT Ua^]c R^]
cT]STa U^a cWT c^_ _^bXcX^]
bT]bX]V Xc Pb P] ^__^acd]T
\^\T]c P]S R^]bXSTaX]V WXb
]PcX^]P[aT[TeP]RTfXcWX]cWT>__^bXcX^]\PWPVPcW
QP]SWP] =^ S^dQc ?PfPa Xb cWT \^bc bT]X^a P]S
Tg_TaXT]RTS [TPSTa fW^ T]Y^hb _P]8]SXP _aTbT]RT
7^fTeTa cWT UPRc c^ aTRZ^] fXcW Xb fWTcWTa ^cWTa
>__^bXcX^][TPSTabfX[[R^]RTSTcWPc_^bXcX^]c^WX\
fXcWTPRW^]T^UcWT\T`dP[[hdbX]VcWT\PWPVPcW
QP]SWP]PbP]^__^acd]Xchc^Ud[UX[[cWTXaP\QXcX^]b
>]cWTUPRT^UXc]^ThTQa^fbbW^d[SQTaPXbTSXU
P]h_^[XcXRP[[TPSTaWPaQ^dabcWTP\QXcX^]c^aTPRWc^
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month-old girl, who was allegedly thrown into a well by her mother in Ranchi, Jharkhand.
Thankfully, she was rescued and
airlifted to a hospital in Delhi and
is now battling for her life.
According to the Delhi traffic
police, a “green corridor” was created from the Indira Gandhi
International Airport’s Terminal
1-D to the hospital, allowing
emergency services to cover a distance of 12 km in 13 minutes.
During peak hour traffic, this

cWT c^_ _^bXcX^] 7PeX]V RW^bT]
_^[XcXRb Pb cWTXa RPaTTa ]^]T ^U
cWT\ PaT bP]hPbXb 6^]T PaT cWT
SPhbfWT]_^[XcXRbfPbR^]bXSTaTS
PbfWPc0aXbc^c[TSTUX]TSXcPbSTP[
X]V°fXcW\PZX]VRXcXiT]bWP__h±
CWT \^^c _^X]c W^fTeTa Xb cWPc
]^]T^UcWTbT[TPSTabUX]SbWX\bT[U
X]SXeXSdP[[hRP_PQ[T^UVXeX]VPUXVWc
c^?aX\T<X]XbcTa<^SXCWTR^d]cahXb]^ffXc]Tbb
X]V P _aTbXST]cXP[ch_T ^U R^]cTbc fXcW <^SX ^] ^]T
bXSTP]S^cWTab[X]TSd_PVPX]bcWX\8cXbX]cWXbR^]
cTgccWPcP\QXcX^]bP_PaccWTXSTP^UP\PWPVPcWQP]S
WP]XcbT[US^Tb]^cR[XRZX]Xcb_aTbT]cU^a\QTaTUcPb
XcXb^U]PcX^]P[RWPaPRcTa]PcX^]P[_PachP]SPR[TPa
Ua^]cUPRT
1?BaXePbcPeP
=^XSP

stretch could take much longer to
cover. All officers, who contributed towards facilitating the
green corridor must be thanked.
This episode shows that human
kindness is not yet in short supply. One just hopes that the
infant recovers soon.
Mohd Usmani
Mumbai

8Y^TYY^1Re4XQRY
Sir — It was a historical decision

taken by the Government of Abu
Dhabi, UAE, to allow the use of
Hindi as the third language besides
Arabic and English in its judicial
system. This move will certainly
help Indian expatriates in the case
of any litigation proceedings. A
bilingual judicial system assures
clarity and transparency. Hindispeaking expatriates can lodge
claims and submit grievances in
their mother tongue now.
Ramesh G Jethwnai
Bengaluru

@_YcUTV_bWb_gdX
Sir —This refers to the editorial,
“An infernal tax” (February 11).
The singular fixation with fiscal
deficit vis-à-vis inflation is seen
to be subsiding as growth has
returned to the spotlight. Even
with a diverse mix of debt, inflation and growth vis-à-vis
debt/GDP ratios, the crux would
lie more in the denominator than
the numerator.
The rate of inflation, nominal
interest rate and the level of the
stock market are all now fairly
healthy and markets would look
for more Government debt till
interest and inflation rates shoot
up or stocks plunge.
A phase of hesitant job
addition needs sourcing of fresh
funds for growth and not
revenue expenditure. Markets
could be more enthused to see
greater transparency in the
computation of data — be it on
GDP, job creation, ease of doing
business or such other guide
indices.
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

P]P[hbXb
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bWTfX[[QTd]STaR^]bcP]cbRadcX]h
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UL\DQND*DQGKL9DGUDKDVWDNHQFKDUJHDV&RQJUHVV*HQHUDO
6HFUHWDU\UHVSRQVLEOHIRUHDVWHUQ8WWDU3UDGHVKODVWZHHN
7KHVWDWHLVQRWQHZWRKHUDVVKHKDVFDPSDLJQHGHDUOL
HUDOVRLQVRPHSDUWVDSDUWIURPORRNLQJDIWHUKHUPRWKHU6RQLD
*DQGKL·VFRQVWLWXHQF\5DH%DUHLOO\DQGKHUEURWKHU5DKXO*DQGKL·V
VWURQJKROG$PHWKLIRU\HDUV+RPHWR/RN6DEKDVHDWV83
VHQGVWKHKLJKHVWQXPEHURIODZPDNHUVWR3DUOLDPHQWPDNLQJ
LWDNH\HOHFWRUDOEDWWOHJURXQG
5LJKWIURPKHUFKLOGKRRG3UL\DQNDKDVKHDUGSROLWLFVGLV
FXVVHGDWKHUGLQLQJWDEOHDVVKHKDLOVIURPDSROLWLFDOIDPLO\
6KHLVLQGHHGWKHELJJHVWJDPEOHRIWKH&RQJUHVVSDUW\DQGDOPRVW
WKHODVWWUXPSFDUG7KHTXHVWLRQLVZKHWKHUVKHZLOOEHDQDVVHW
RUDOLDELOLW\IRUWKH&RQJUHVV$OVRDUHWKUHHPRQWKVHQRXJKIRU
KHUWREXLOGWKHRULJLQDWLRQLQ83"6KHLVDFURZGSXOOHUEXWLWLV
QRWNQRZQZKHWKHUVKHLVDYRWHFDWFKHU(YHQLIVKHLVDEOHWR
JHWWKHYRWHVGRHVWKH&RQJUHVVKDYHWKHDELOLW\WRFRQYHUWWKH
FURZGV LQWR PRUH YRWHV" 7KHVH DUH WKH TXHVWLRQV WKDW QHHG
DQVZHUV
7KHILUVWWLPHSHRSOHJRWDSURSHUJOLPSVHRI3UL\DQNDZDV
ZKHQVKHDSSHDUHGLQ6UL3HUXPEXGXURQ-DQXDU\DORQJ
ZLWKKHUPRWKHUWRSD\KRPDJHWRKHUIDWKHU5DMLY*DQGKLDWD
PHPRULDOZHDULQJDVLPSOHUHGDQGRUDQJHVDUHH7KRXJKLWZDV
PHDQWWREH6RQLD·VSROLWLFDOODXQFKLWZDV3UL\DQNDZKRRYHU
VKDGRZHGKHU3HRSOHQRWHGKHUVWULNLQJUHVHPEODQFHWRKHUJUDQG
PRWKHU,QGLUD*DQGKLDQGVLQFHWKHQWKHUHKDVEHHQVSHFXODWLRQ
DERXWKHUHQWU\LQWRSROLWLFV,WWRRNWZRGHFDGHVIRUKHUWRGR
VR´,KDYHEHHQWDONLQJWRKHUDERXWWKLVIRU\HDUVEXWHDUOLHUVKH
ZRXOGVD\WKDWKHUFKLOGUHQZHUHWRR\RXQJDQGVKHKDGWREH
ZLWKWKHP1RZWKDWKHUFKLOGUHQDUHDWDGLIIHUHQWVWDJHLQOLIH
ZLWKRQHLQXQLYHUVLW\0V9DGUDKDVGHFLGHGWRMRLQSROLWLFVµWKH
&RQJUHVVSUHVLGHQWWROGWKHPHGLD
3UL\DQNDKDVEHHQWKURZQLQWKH83EDWWOHILHOGSLWFKHGGLUHFW
O\DJDLQVWWKH%-3·VWZRWDOOOHDGHUV³3ULPH0LQLVWHU1DUHQGUD
0RGL 9DUDQDVL DQGFKLHIPLQLVWHU<RJL$GLW\DQDWK *RUDNKSXU
6KHKDVTXLFNUHIOH[HV:KHQ3ULPH0LQLVWHU0RGLUHIHUUHGWR
KHUWKDWVKHZDVOLNHKLVGDXJKWHUHDUOLHUVKHLPPHGLDWHO\UHWRUW
HG´1RERG\VKRXOGWU\WREHP\IDWKHU,ORYHP\IDWKHUµ7KH
UXOLQJ%-3ZKLFKZRQDZKRSSLQJVHDWVLQWKH/RN6DEKD
SROOVDOUHDG\NQRZVLWZLOOQRWEHDEOHWRUHSHDWWKHSHUIRUPDQFH
HVSHFLDOO\LQWKHIDFHRIWKH63%63DOOLDQFH
3UL\DQNDIDFHVSHUVRQDODQGSROLWLFDOFKDOOHQJHV2QWKHSHU
VRQDOIURQWKHUIRUD\LQWRSROLWLFVFRPHVDWDWLPHZKHQKHUKXV
EDQG5REHUW9DGUDLVIDFLQJQHZQRWLFHVIURPWKH(QIRUFHPHQW
'LUHFWRUDWHLQFRQQHFWLRQZLWKDOOHJHGPRQH\ODXQGHULQJDQGODQG
VFDP+HUPRWKHU6RQLD*DQGKLDQGEURWKHU5DKXO*DQGKLDUH
RQ EDLO LQ WKH 1DWLRQDO +HUDOG FDVH 3HUKDSV WKH\ PLJKW KDYH
WKRXJKWWKDWKHUGLUHFWLQYROYHPHQWLQSROLWLFVPLJKWVKLHOGKHU
IDPLO\IURPDSHUFHLYHGZLWFKKXQW2QWKHGD\VKHWRRNFKDUJH
ODVWZHHNVKHKDGDFFRPSDQLHGKHUKXVEDQGWRWKH('RIILFH
IRUTXHVWLRQLQJJLYLQJPRUDOVXSSRUWWRKLPSXEOLFO\
+HUSROLWLFDOFKDOOHQJHLVUHDOO\KXJHIRUDQRYLFHZKRKDV
MXVWHQWHUHGDFWLYHSROLWLFV7KRXJKVKHKDVEHHQNQRZQDVD
EDFNURRPJLUODFWLYHSROLWLFVLVTXLWHGLIIHUHQWDVVKHZLOOEHXQGHU
FRQVWDQWSXEOLFVFUXWLQ\3UL\DQNDKDVHQWHUHGSROLWLFVDWDWLPH
ZKHQWKH&RQJUHVVLVUHFRYHULQJIURPLWVH[LVWHQWLDOFULVLV6KH
KDVDQDGYDQWDJHDVDFKDOOHQJHUDVWKHSDUW\KDVQRWEHHQLQ
SRZHUIRUGHFDGHV7KH&RQJUHVVKDVMXVWZRQWKUHH$VVHPEO\
HOHFWLRQVLQ0DGK\D3UDGHVK5DMDVWKDQDQG&KKDWWLVJDUK0RGL
LVRQWKHGHIHQVLYH7KH2SSRVLWLRQLVRQWKHYHUJHRIFRPLQJ
WRJHWKHUDJDLQVWWKH%-3$OVRDVHFWLRQRIWKHXSSHUFDVWHVLV
DQJU\ZLWKWKH%-3GXHWRLWVVWDQGRQWKH6&67$FWDPHQG
PHQW6R3UL\DQNDLVH[SHFWHGWRWDUJHWWKHVH%UDKPLQYRWHVDV
DILUVWVWHSIRUUHYLYDODQGWKHQHQWKXVLQJWKHFDGUH7KHLQMHF
WLRQRIDKLJKSURILOHZRPDQOHDGHUPLJKWJDOYDQLVHWKHSDUW\EXW
VKHDORQHFDQQRWSURGXFHUHVXOWVDVVKHQHHGVWKHRUJDQLVDWLRQ
RQWKHJURXQGZKLFKLVDEVHQWQRZ6HFRQGWKH\RXWKQHHGV
MREV83KDVPDQ\VXJDUFDQHIDUPHUVODQJXLVKLQJXQGHUGHEWV
DQGDVVRFLDWHGLVVXHVRIIDUPGLVWUHVV:KDWLVKHUVDQMHHYLQL
IRUWKHVHLOOV"6KHQRWRQO\QHHGVDQHZQDUUDWLYHEXWDOVRKDV
WRLQVSLUHFRQILGHQFHDPRQJSHRSOHWKDWVKHFDQEHDGHOLYHUHU
7KLUGVKHQHHGVDGHGLFDWHGWHDPWRFRQYHUWWKHSURPLVHVWR
UHDOLW\7KLVWDNHVWLPHWREXLOG$ERYHDOOVKHQHHGVILQDQFHVWR
OLIWWKHSDUW\DJDLQVWDZHOOIXQGHG%-3,QVLGHUVLQWKH&RQJUHVV
VD\WKDWVKHLVZRUNLQJRQDOOWKHVHFKDOOHQJHV:HPD\KDYH
WRZDLWWRVHHZKDWJRRGLHVVKHKDVLQKHUEDJZKHQVKHGHOLY
HUVKHUILUVWSXEOLFPHHWLQJDIWHUWDNLQJRYHU$VIRUZKHWKHUVKH
LVDQDVVHWRUDOLDELOLW\LWZLOOVKRZLQDIHZPRQWKV
7KHZULWHULVDVHQLRUSROLWLFDOFRPPHQWDWRUDQGV\QGLFDWHG
FROXPQLVW
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he corporate landscape has long been
dominated and characterised by men
and is still skewed in their favour. In
2013, the archaic Companies Act,
1956, underwent the much-needed
amendments. This infused critical measures of
gender equality into today’s corporate scenario.
Subsequently, in a knee-jerk reaction to the regulation, women representation on corporate
boards jumped substantially. According to a
report by Prime Database, from a mere five per
cent female representation in 2012, the board’s
composition is significantly more inclusive now
with women constituting around 13 per cent
(622) of the total directors (4,690) in the NIFTY
500. Without accounting for multiple directorships, there were a total of 477 unique women
directors in these companies. Although India is
improving gender diversity on boards, it still lags
behind on the world stage.
Worldwide, gender diversity in boardrooms
continued on an upward trajectory; although at
different paces. Norway is the first country to
introduce at least 40 per cent women directors
on boards in 2003 and had the highest percentage at 46.7 per cent in 2017. This was followed
closely by France, Sweden and the United
Kingdom at 34 per cent, 33.6 per cent and 20.3
per cent respectively, according to the Credit
Suisse analysis. The biggest improvement in
board diversity was seen in western Europe,
which saw an increase from eight per cent
women directors in 2004 to 26 per cent in 2016.
Gender diversity in boards is relatively stunted
in the United States at 17 per cent when compared to the European nations. Canada, on the
other hand, has shown notable diversity progress
with its Prime Minister appointing 15 women
and 15 men in his Cabinet in 2015. Asian countries, however, lag behind with China at eight per
cent, followed by Singapore (7.9 per cent) and
Indonesia (six per cent). The situation is acute
with some of the biggest Asian businesses like
Samsung, Softbank, Baidu and Hynix having allmale boards.
There were some initial concerns that a sizeable portion of new women directors belonged
to the promoter’s family and members were being
appointed in a non-executive capacity just to
comply with the norms. But latest data invalidates this assumption. According to Prime
Database, there were only 98 women promoter
directors (16 per cent) in the NIFTY 500. Of this
set, 50 per cent were executives and were driving
the company in a leadership capacity. This
implies that a bulk of the women getting
appointed had professional experience and
expertise. This suggests that companies are not
paying mere lip-service to the regulations by promoting family members but have also internalised the legislative intent of the mandated
thresholds.
The contribution of women directors to corporate value-creation has been widely studied.
Most of these studies make the “business case”
for more women on corporate boards, arguing
that if a segment of society’s talent is systematically excluded from boards, not because of talent but gender, then such boards are sub-optimal. Despite these arguments, in most corporate
boards, there is only one woman or a small
minority of women. As such, they are often con-
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sidered tokens because of their underrepresentation. The relevant question
to ponder upon is whether an increased
number of women directors leads to the
build-up of critical mass that substantially contributes to firm innovation?
Arguments for a higher number of
women in corporate boards are numerous but in many countries, women, who
serve as board members, are still
tokens. But who are tokens? It is a
researched fact that the majority exerts
more influence in a group of people
than minorities do, by virtue of their
greater numbers. Minorities are easily
marginalised when their presence in a
larger group is modest. Due to their
under-representation in the group,
they are viewed as a symbol or token.
The members of the majority are
‘dominants’ while the remaining minority members are seen as ‘tokens’. And
for these tokens, stereotyping could
result in the perception of barriers to
exerting influence on decisions in the
group.
Moreover, tokens are perceived
negatively, sometimes with downright
derision and are often doubted and not
trusted. As a result, being labelled as a
token often creates discomfort, isolation
and self-doubt. Being perceived as a
token can even interfere with performance. In fact, because of their high visibility, tokens face additional performance pressures and are singled out
because they are different and not
because of their own particular accomplishments. These reactions to tokens
seem to occur whether the token is a
woman or a minority in a larger group.
However, when the size of the
minority group increases to the point
that it is no longer a token, the perspective of board members and the nature
of relations between the minority and
majority change qualitatively. Therefore,
the influence of a minority in a group
depends upon the strength, immediacy and number of its members. Critical
mass theory, in particular, suggests that

the nature of group interactions
depends upon size. When the size of the
sub-group reaches a certain threshold,
or critical mass, the sub-group’s degree
of influence increases. In other words,
this theory suggests that when the
minority group reaches critical mass, a
qualitative change will take place in the
nature of group interactions.
Being a token has three behavioural consequences, namely visibility,
polarisation and assimilation. Visibility
implies that tokens find themselves
being watched all of the time, resulting
in perceptions of performance pressure.
In this situation, there are perceptions
that even small mistakes can be fatal
and tokens feel that they have to work
harder to receive recognition for any
individual achievements. At the same
time, tokens may perceive a pressure
not to out-perform dominants and
some will choose to become socially
invisible and maintain a low profile.
Polarisation implies that the dominant
group feels threatened or uncomfortable around tokens and, therefore,
they heighten their boundaries by
exaggerating their commonality and
their differences vis-a-vis tokens. The
majority may, thus, exclude tokens from
informal networks where important
socialisation takes place and as a result,
the tokens may experience social isolation. Finally, assimilation implies
that tokens are forced into stereotypical categories defined by dominants.
Tokens are then not seen as they really are and the majority group forces
them into limited and caricatured
roles. Expectations as to what is “suitable behaviour” for a woman are an
example of this. Importantly, these three
mechanisms are predictions of how the
dominants behave towards tokens, as
well as the subjective reactions of the
tokens in terms of their own status.
Therefore, the question is: How
many women should be a part of the
board to elevate their position from
mere tokens to critical mass? Women,

as minorities in a male-dominated
environment, have little chance to
exert influence on the organisation until
they become a consistent or significant
minority. Above that point, they could
begin to effect organisational changes.
Recent studies of women on corporate
boards suggest that the critical mass of
women directors is reached when
boards of directors have “at least three
women” who can influence the dynamics and thought processes among
members.
Additionally, having “at least three
women directors” makes the boards
more heterogeneous and allows majority-minority interactions and processes to take place, thereby enabling the
overall board to take high-quality decisions. This view is also supported by
other studies suggesting that heterogeneous groups produce higher quality
decisions than homogeneous groups on
complex tasks and generate more innovative solutions. It is also well recognised
that pressures for uniformity are an
impediment to good problem-solving
and homogeneous groups may hamper
innovation because high levels of cohesion produce pressures towards conformity. Therefore, heterogeneity, assuming that persons differing in category
will provide diverse approaches to
problems and, therefore, overall performance will improve, is considered valuable.
The size of the minority group of
women directors requires particular
attention: Appointing only one woman
director would seem to be inexpedient
since as suggested by tokenism theories,
they will be categorised, stereotyped and
ignored by the majority group (of male
directors). Thus, policy-makers should
move from “at least one woman director” to more and ensure that
women reach a critical mass in the
boards to be able to have higher influence and say.
(The writer is Assistant Professor,
Amity University.)
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he conferment of Bharat Ratna to
Nanaji Deshmukh is a great gift to
academicians, professionals and students of social work discipline in India
who have been celebrating his birth
anniversary on October 11 as Indian Social
Work Day or Bharatiya Samaj Karya
Diwas and are dedicated to decolonising
social work education in Indian universities.
Since time immemorial, Indian academicians have been working for the integrated and holistic development of society. Although termed in different typology, the ancient Indian academicians have
developed various methodologies and
models to engage with and address the
concerns of society, from individual to
family, community to nation and the

T

whole world. They were the first to present the philosophy of international peace
by presenting the concept of a global family or Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. The contribution of ancient Indian academicians
has been recognised by their modern
counterparts across nationalities, particularly in contemporary inter-disciplinary
researches where social work needs to borrow ideas from Indian philosophy through
cross-pollination for negotiating functional deadlocks related to human behaviour.
In our school days, we were taught a
lot about the great Indians who had done
great social service and also spearheaded
reform movements from time to time.
However, at the university level we were
made to learn that social work as a practice was alien to the Indian sub-continent
before establishment of the Tata Institute
of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai by an
American citizen during British colonial
rule in 1936. This is because in the social
work curriculum, there is hardly any mention of the social service and reforms of
the great Indian philosophers, academicians and legendary personalities who
flourished from the century before Christ.
Students of social work are also compelled

to swallow that it is because of TISS that
social work was gradually included in university curriculum and that we received it
as part of our colonial heritage. Till date,
the curriculum related to social work in
almost all universities follows a pattern set
in the British colonial period — import a
template from Euro-American countries
and implement them in Indian universities. Except some institutions with Indian
academicians did design their curriculum
on the basis of the Gandhian philosophy.
This strategy of “import and execute” has
been best explained by Kalyan Shankar
Mandal in his research paper, ‘American
Influence on Social Work Education in
India and its Impact’, published in the
Economic and Political Weekly on
December 9, 1989.
We are not against idea exchange but
this intellectual import in the discipline of
social work has been unidirectional. The
idea to dismantle this intellectual cage
imposed on us by the colonial government
of British India was always on the mind
of our free-thinking academicians. A ray
of hope came when the Mahatma Gandhi
Antarrashtriya Hindu Vishwavidyalaya,
Wardha, invited social work academicians

from across the country to design a new
curriculum for the discipline in a two-day
national workshop titled “Bharatiyakaran
of Social Work Curriculum” last June.

Over 40 social work academicians and
practitioners from over two dozen Central
and provincial universities participated.
The academicians also adopted a 10-point
action plan to decolonise the curriculum
through an intellectual movement.
During the workshop, they unanimously recognised the academic and
professional contributions of Nanaji
Deshmukh to social work and adopted a
proposal to celebrate his birth anniversary
as Indian Social Work Day.
Bharat Ratna Nanaji Deshmukh was a
multi-faceted personality, a social worker par excellence, educationist and development economist. He was also active in
politics but perhaps the only politician
who voluntarily proclaimed his retirement
at the age of 60 and became a full-time
social worker. He not only developed his
own model of integrated and holistic
development of the villages but also
implemented them in practice. He singlehandedly turned the fate of over 500 villages in the drought-affected areas of
Chitrakoot in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Maharashtra. He also established the
Mahatma Gandhi Chitrakoot Gramodaya
Vishwavidyalaya on February 12, 1991.

This is the first university in India dedicated to rural development and is a great
centre of learning his social work models
based on the philosophy of Mahatma
Gandhi and the integral humanistic philosophy of Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhayaya.
Social service models, practices, reform
movements, rural reconstruction experiments and socio-developmental philosophies of Nanak Dev, Jyotiba Phule, B. R.
Ambedkar, Mahatma Gandhi, Swami
Vivekananda, Narayana Guru and all
those who evolved from the Indic perspective should be given due space in the curriculum of social work at various levels.
There is need for high quality research and
experimentation in this direction for
which the government agencies should
provide required resources.
The conferment of Bharat Ratna is a
welcome step and indeed a landmark for
social work discipline in India but there
is a long way to go.
(Dr Bishnu Modhan Dash is a Faculty
in Social Work Department of Delhi
University’s B.R. Ambedkar College.
Siddheshwar Shukla has been Fellow in
Makhanlal Chaturvedi University, Bhopal.)
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engal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
B
Tuesday lashed out at the BJP
leadership for stopping former UP Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav at the Prayagraj
Airport saying the saffron party
had lost its senses before its
destruction.
Banerjee who left for Delhi
for joining the dharna being
staged in the national Capital
by her Andhra Pradesh counterpart Chandrababu Naidu,
said “the recent incidents show
how intolerant the BJP has
become. They have lost their
senses.”
Calling the UP incident as
an attack on the democracy,
Banerjee said it was not only the

destruction of democracy, but
“vinash kaley buddhi nash (a
destruction of the BJP’s senses
before its own destruction).”
The people were watching
the developments and they

were prudent enough to give a
befitting reply when the time
comes, she said. “The people
are watching and the BJP will
get a befitting reply from them,”
she said.
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Jaipur: The Gujjar community
agitation for five per cent reservation in jobs and education
entered its fifth day on Tuesday,
with protesters blocking Chaksu
town, about 40 km from here on
National Highway 52, police
said.
The blockades on the AgraJaipur-Bikaner National
Highway-11 in Dausa district,
state highway in Nainwa of
Bundi district, Malarna road in
Sawai Madhopur and the
Karauli-Hindaun road at Budla
village in Karauli district continued from the previous day.
"Apart from the routes that
were blocked till yesterday, agitators have laid a blockade in
Chaksu town of Jaipur district.
No untoward incident has been
reported so far. Law and order
situation is under control,"
Director General of Police (Law
and Order) M L Lathar said.
The North Western Railway
informed through a bulletin that

three trains were cancelled and
two diverted on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, Gujjar leaders
have refused to back-off from
the tracks and roads.
"We have not received any
communication from the State
Government so far. Dharna
will continue," Vijay Bainsla, son
of Gujjar leader Kirori Singh
Bainsla, said.
Gujjar agitation leader
Kirori Bainsla and his supporters began their indefinite sit-in
on railway tracks in Malarna
Dungar of Sawai Madhopur

on Friday evening.
Bainsla has stuck to the
demand of five per sent reservation for the Gujjar, RaikaRebari, Gadia Luhar, Banjara
and the Gadaria communities,
and has to refused to move from
the tracks until the same is met
through an official announcement. A State Government delegation, including Tourism
Minister Vishvendra Singh and
IAS officer Neeraj K Pawan, had
held talks with the protestors on
Saturday but failed to come to
an agreement.
PTI
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Kolkata: Former Trinamool
Congress (TMC) MP Kunal
Ghosh, who was jointly questioned with Kolkata Police
Commissioner Rajeev Kumar
by the CBI in connection with
the Saradha chit fund scam,
wrote to the probe agency on
Tuesday, accusing the top
police officer of tampering
with the new evidence that has
emerged in the case in Shillong.
Ghosh, whose two-day
questioning ended on Monday,
demanded that he should jointly be interrogated with
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader Mukul Roy as it might
be helpful for the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
"I have written a letter to
the CBI, where I have categorically accused Kolkata Police
Commissioner Rajeev Kumar
of tampering with the evidence that has emerged in the

chit fund case during the joint
questioning with me in
Shillong.
"Kumar is leaking whatever I had said during the joint
interrogation with him (at
Shillong) and is instructing
his subordinate officers to tamper with that evidence. I have
received information regarding
it. I request the CBI to take
immediate action so that the
tampering of evidence is
stopped," Ghosh told PTI.
When contacted, Kolkata
Police officials said they were
yet to receive any query from
the central probe agency. "If we
get any (query from CBI), we
will answer it," a senior Kolkata
Police official said.
Ghosh claimed that several key persons were still out of
the purview of the CBI investigation into the multi-crorerupee scam.
PTI
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ith increasing number of
lower and middle rung
W
Trinamool Congress leaders
being attacked by unknown
assailants, the Bengal police has
decided to review the security
of all the State TMC leaders,
sources said.
At least five TMC organisers, including an MLA from
Nadia district, have been
bumped off in the last one
month. While the TMC leadership have pointed its fingers
at the killers backed by the BJP
and RSS. The latter have
accused the vicious interest
grouping within the Bengal
ruling outfit.
“We have lost at least five

small and middle rung leaders
in the past 4-5 weeks,” a TMC
MLA from North 24 Pargana
said adding he too was facing
threat to his life from the suspected undercover saffron
operatives.
He has written to the
Superintendent of Police for
reviewing his security, the panicked leader said adding “I
have one security personnel. I
have asked for one more as they
(the assailants) are emerging
from nowhere and coming in
groups.”
At the senior level police
sources said they had decided
to review the security of MLAs,
MPs and even the Ministers,
particularly from North
Bengal. In South Bengal too the
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Patna: Former Bihar Congress
president Ram Jatan Sinha on
Tuesday joined the ruling
Janata Dal (United) and
lavished praise on Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, who
heads the party.
After joining the JD(U) at
an auditorium in presence of
top leaders like national vice
president Prashant Kishor and
state unit chief Vashishth
Narayan Singh, Sinha was felicitated at the party office by
Kumar.
Sinha is not an ordinary

leader and his joining
our party will have
immense consequences,
Kumar told reporters on the
occasion.
Today, we see doors of
political parties are closed on
talented young people, which
is regrettable. Our party,
however, is different as it is
not controlled by a family.
And, therefore, there is
hardly any social segment
which is not duly represented
in the JD(U), the Chief
Minister said.
PTI

leaders’ security were likely to
be reviewed particularly in
Hooghly, East and West
Midnapore, two 24 Parganas
and Nadia, sources said.
While unknown assailants
on Saturday evening shot dead
Satyajit Biswas a vocal and
active TMC MLA and organiser from Ranaghat-Hanskhali
region of Nadia a former
block president Ajit Pandit
was dealt near fatal injury at
Keshpur in West Midnapore
on Monday. His brother
Nanda Pandit was literally
lynched while.
Miles away on the same
day in Hooghly the police
recovered the body of Ritesh
Roy a popular TMC leader
from Kanthi. Roy’s body was

found by a State highway,
sources said. Roy, 45, was a
cooperative society chairman
from East Midnapore’s
Marishda village. He was found
dead near Hooghly's Dadpur
village. He had been missing
since February 7.
A few weeks ago on
January 21 two TMC leaders
were murdered at Dalkhola in
North Dinajpur district of
North Bengal. On the same day
a TMC youth leader was shot
dead at Alipurduar while on
the next day another TMC
leader was killed at North
Dinajpur.
Reacting to the recent
killings senior leader and
Birbhum district TMC president Anubrata Mondal said

how the BJP was targeting his
party men but added the
Trinamool Congress would
retaliate in equally measures.
“We are a peace-loving
people and hate violence. But
the leftovers of the CPI(M)’s
harmad brigade are now joining the BJP and attacking us.
But they should remember
that the people will retaliate in
equal measures. Each such
killing will be taken account of,”
he said.
Meanwhile, BJP leader
Mukul Roy on Tuesday
approached the Calcutta High
Court for anticipatory bail in
the Nadia Trinamool MLA
murder case. Roy’s name figured in the FIR of Krishnaganj
MLA Satyajit Biswas’ murder.
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Pune: A 32-year-old RTI activist,
who went missing last month,
was found dead in Pune district
of Maharashtra, a police official
said on Tuesday.
Police suspect that the
deceased, Vinayak Shirsath, was
killed by someone, a senior official Bharti Vidyapeeth police
station here said.
The decomposed body was

found near Mutha village on
Lavasa road on Monday evening,
he said.
Shirsath, a resident of Pune
city, went missing on January 30
following which his family members had registered a police complaint on January 31.
"We later registered a kidnapping case on February 5 after
his family raised suspicion that he

might have been abducted as he
had raised voice under the Right
to Information (RTI) Act against
illegal constructions in some
parts of the city," the official said.
Shirsath's family pointed fingers at several people linked to
the real estate sector, but during
the probe, all of them were found
to be close friends of the
deceased, he said.
PTI

Ahmedabad: Claiming that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has rock-solid support
of people, BJP president Amit
Shah on Tuesday said the
coming Lok Sabha poll will
be an important step for
India to become a global
superpower.
Attacking the opposition
parties which were trying to
forge an alliance ahead of the
Lok Sabha election to take on
Modi, Shah said the "mahagathbandhan"
(grand
alliance) was made up of
only state-level leaders and
that it will not affect BJP's poll
prospects.
He sought to know from
the opposition parties who
was their prime ministerial
face and the leader of their
proposed grand alliance.
Addressing BJP leaders
and workers from Gujarat
after launching the 'Mera
Parivar-Bhajapa Parivar' voter
outreach campaign, he said a
full majority Government
was required to enable PM
Modi to continue serving
the needy.
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"The 2019 Lok Sabha
election is an important step
for India to become a superpower in the world. I have
travelled across the country,
and I can see that people are
standing like a rock with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. I have seen love for
Modi in people's eyes," Shah
claimed.
He said many party
workers ask him about the
'mahagathbandhan'. "I want
to tell them that it will not
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have any impact," he asserted.
"What will happen if (former prime minister and JDS supremo) Deve Gowda
gives a speech in Gujarat or
(West Bengal Chief Minister)
Mamata Banerjee in
Maharashtra or (former UP
chief minister) Akhilesh
Yadav in Kerala? It will not
have any impact whatsoever
because they are only statelevel leaders," the BJP president said.
PTI
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challenging Article 35-A
during the week.
To protest the "vicious
move", the separatists called
for a complete strike on
Wednesday and Thursday.
"The late announcement
and ambiguity over the dates
of hearing of (PILs against)
Article 35A and Article 370
by Supreme Court on 13 or
14 of February is worrisome, and indicates mischief," the JRL, comprising
Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq and Yasin
Malik said.
"(We) understand that
frequent shutdowns add to
the hardship already experienced by people as a result
of occupation, but it is
imperative to register our
strong protest in the wake of
such threatening measures,"
it said.
The separatist amalgam
said it is an "extremely critical issue" about the very
existence of people and about
"our disputed status". PTI

Chennai: The Madras High
Court on Tuesday dismissed a
PIL seeking action against the
Tamil Nadu chief secretary for
not playing the national anthem
at a recent function in which the
Prime Minister participated,
noting that even the petitioner
had not said it was mandatory.
When the plea came up
before a division bench comprising justices S Manikumar
and Subramonium Prasad, the
petitioner said neither Tamil (an
invocation song to mother
Tamil) nor the national anthem
was played when Narendra
Modi took part in the event to
lay the foundation stone for the
AIIMS at Madurai on January
27. Citing a Union Home
Ministry circular that outlines
state events where the national
anthem should be played, the
petitioner said and submitted
that neither the Tamil nor the
national anthem was played
despite the presence of
Constitutional authorities like
Governor Banwarilal Purohit in
the function.
PTI

Srinagar: Separatists on
Tuesday called for a two-day
shutdown to protest the legal
challenge to Article 370 and
Article 35-A of the
Constitution, which grant
special status to Jammu &
Kashmir and special rights
and privileges to its "permanent residents", respectively.
Petitions have been filed
in the Supreme Court, challenging the constitutional
validity of Article 370 and
Article 35-A.
"People of Jammu &
Kashmir will forcefully resist
every challenge by New
Delhi to change the demography of the State by rolling
back hereditary state subject
laws of 1927 (protected by
Article 35-A of the
Constitution), being contested in the Supreme Court
of India through their
agents," separatists' Joint
Resistance Leadership (JRL)
said here.
The apex court is scheduled to hear the petitions
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Srinagar: In a major success,
security forces shot dead Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorist Hilal
Ahmed Rather, who had helped
dreaded LeT terrorist Naved
Jhatt escape, during an
encounter in South Kashmir on
Tuesday in which an Army
jawan was also killed, officials
said.
Rather, 21, was killed in the
encounter in Ratnipora area of
Pulwama, a district highly
infested by terrorists, after a tipoff was received by the Jammu
& Kashmir Police about his
presence during the intervening
night.
A cordon and search operation was launched by the
police along with the Army and
the CRPF. As it was going on,
the terrorists fired upon the
security forces, who retaliated
effectively, a police spokesman
said.
In the ensuing encounter,
one terrorist was killed and his
body was retrieved from the site
of encounter.
"Rather was the main
accused in the escape of
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) militant
Naved Jhatt from a Srinagar
hospital," Inspector General of
Police (Kashmir Range)
Swayam Prakash Pani said.
His body was handed over
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to family members after completion of all legal formalities.
The name of Rather, a class
12 passout, first surfaced when
a Special Investigation Team,
formed to crack Jhatt's escape,
found that he was the main
conspirator. He had hatched a
conspiracy with other terrorists
to secure the release of Jhatt
when he was taken to SMHS
hospital for a routine check-up
in February last year.
Jhatt was killed in an
encounter with the police on
November 28 last year in
Budgam district of Central
Kashmir.
The spokesman said Rather
was affiliated with the banned
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM) and

had a long history of terror
crimes, including attack on
security establishments and
civilian atrocities, the
spokesman said.
He said incriminating
materials, including arms and
ammunition, were recovered
from the site of encounter.
"All these materials have
been taken in the case records
for the purpose of investigation," he said. He said two
security personnel also sustained gunshot injuries in the
encounter and were rushed to
a hospital. One of them, Jawan
Baljeet Singh, succumbed to
injuries, the spokesman said,
adding the other soldier is
being treated.
PTI
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Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
Government has confirmed
the presence of a tiger in the
State, days after a man claimed
he saw the big cat crossing a
road in Mahisagar district.
State Forest Minister
Ganpatsinh Vasava said on
Tuesday that the carnivore was
caught on cameras set up by the
forest department in that area.
"It has now been confirmed. A tiger in the age-group
of 7 to 8 years has been seen in
Mahisagar district," Vasava told
reporters in Gandhinagar.
The striped animal was
last seen in Gujarat in 1989.
Subsequent surveys carried out
every four years by the central
Government showed no presence of tiger in the state, he
said.
A local Government school
teacher had last week claimed

that he saw a tiger crossing a
road near Boriya village in
Mahisagar, around 120 km
from here, on February 6.
The teacher clicked the
animal's picture on his mobile
phone and shared it with
friends on social media platforms.
The photo soon went viral
and based on the teacher's

claim, the forest department
department set up several camera traps in that area.
Vasava said the tiger might
have come to Gujarat from any
of the neighbouring states of
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh or
Maharashtra, where the striped
animals are found.
"The Madhya Pradesh government has said that a tiger

has gone missing from Ujjain.
It is possible that the tiger seen
here can be from any of these
neighbouring states which have
tigers," the minister stated.
He said the state government will now contact the
National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), which has
the data of tigers across the
country, to ascertain where
the feline came from.
The Wildlife Institute of
India (WII) will also be
involved to carry out a survey
in the area to find out if this
region is conducive for tigers,
he said.
"We now agree that there is
a tiger in Gujarat. WII will
study if the area could be
developed for tigers. We are
also seeking NTCA's guidance," he said.
Vasava said it was yet to be

ascertained how long and
where the lone tiger had been
roaming in Gujarat.
"We are yet to ascertain if
that area was the tiger's permanent residence or whether it
migrated from neighbouring
states. It is certain that Gujarat
is also a part of tiger's natural
corridor," he said.
Principal
Chief
Conser vator of Forests
(Wildlife) Akshay Saxena said
evidences like pug marks and
scats, as well as hair and scratch
marks on a tree had to some
extent confirmed the tiger's
presence in the region.
"Later, camera traps were
set up and we have now got
visual evidence of a tiger in the
area. It is not necessary that we
will find the tiger in the same
area, so we will continue to
keep a watch," he said. PTI
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Sabarimala: The Lord Ayyappa
temple here re-opened on
Tuesday for five-day monthly
pujas under a heavy security
blanket as hundreds of police
personnel were deployed in
and around the hill shrine in
view of possible protest from
right-wing activists, opposing
entry of young women.
Despite security arrangements, a large number of devotees, including those from
neighbouring states, turned up
to offer prayers when the shrine
was opened at 5 pm.
Chief priest Vasudevan
Nampoothiri opened the sanctum sanctorum in the presence
of 'tantri' (head priest)
Kandararu Rajeevaru.
There would be no specific pujas on Tuesday and the
shrine would be closed at 10
pm with the rendition of 'harivarasanam', the customary lullaby for Lord Ayyappa, temple

authorities said.
The temple would remain
open for five days till February
17 for the monthly pujas during the Malayalam month of
Kumbam, temple authorities
said.
Several special rituals
including 'kalabhabhishekam',
'sahasrakalasam' and 'laksharchana' would be performed
during the five days, they said.
There has been a sense of
anxiety in and around
Sabarimala in view of the
reopening as the shrine had
witnessed frenzied protests
during the recently concluded
annual pilgrimage season over
the entry of women of menstruating age.
Though no prohibitory
orders have been clamped
down in and around the shrine,
the entire area from the base
camp to 'Sannidhanam'(temple
complex) is under tight police
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Panaji: The Goa bench of
Bombay High Court on
Tuesday issued notice to Chief
Minister Manohar Parrikar's
son Abhijat in connection with
a PIL accusing him of destroying forest area for his ecotourism project.
A division bench of Justices
Mahesh Sonak and Prithviraj
Chavan issued notices to Abhijat
and several others, including
senior government officials,
asking them to file replies by
March 11.
The PIL, filed by local residents Abhijit Satyavan Desai
and Prakash Bhagat, alleges
rampant destruction of forest,
specially in the notified eco-sensitive zone adjoining Netravali
Wildlife Sanctuary in Netravali

village in Sanguem taluka, by
Hideaway Hospitality, a company owned by Abhijat.
Notices have also been
issued to Secretary, Union
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change, Chief
Secretary of Goa, Principal
Chief Conservator of Forest,
Goa, the state Eco-sensitive
Zone Management Committee,
Neturlim village Panchayat and
the Goa Investment Promotion
and Facilitation Board, among
others. "The petition will set out
how the entire machinery of the
state government was misused
by the route of Investment
Promotion Board to grant inprinciple approval and granting
permissions illegally to the project," the PIL read.
PTI

security.
The BJP and right-wing
outfits had spearheaded the
agitations against implementation of the September 28
Supreme Court verdict permitting women of all age
groups into the shrine.
The areas in and around
the temple had witnessed widespread violence after the
CPI(M)-led LDF government
decided to implement the apex
court order.
Marking the culmination
of the over two-month-long
stormy annual pilgrimage season, the shrine was closed on
January 20.
Traditionally, women of
menstruating age or in the
age group of 10 to 50 years were
not allowed to enter the
temple as the deity, Lord
Ayyappa, is believed to be
"naishtika brahmachari" or
perennial celibate.
PTI

Chennai: The Madras High
Court on Tuesday ordered the
concerned authorities to immediately close all illegal bars
across Tamil Nadu and file a
report by February 20.
Expressing surprise over a
submission made on behalf of
the State Government, which
stated that 3,326 FIRs had
been against illegal bars, the
court directed the home, prohibition and excise department secretary to shut them all
forthwith.
The division bench comprising Justice S Manikumar
and Justice Subramonium
Prasad passed the order after a
petition from a Coimbatore
resident, D Prabakaran, sought
a direction against fraudulent
acts in Tamil Nadu State
Marketing Corporation (TAS-

MAC) with regard to issuing
and collection of license fees
from bars.
It was submitted before
the bench that during AprilDecember 2018 surprise checks
were conducted by senior divisional manager and district
managers of TASMAC and
they found that 2,505 illegal
bars were being run.
The
head
office
squad detected 20 illegal bars
and the deputy collectors and
the flying squad detected 801
bars.
The petitioner alleged
fraud in issuing purchase bills,
rendering periodical accounts
to the Government, collection
of license fees from the TASMAC bars, charging of excess
rate, all of which cause loss to
the exchequer.
PTI
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Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court on Tuesday pulled up the
National Investigating Agency
(NIA) for employing "delay tactics" on a bunch of appeals filed
by the accused in the 2008
Malegaon blast case.
A bench of justices AS Oka
and AS Gadkari cautioned the
agency that if it didn't change its
conduct, the high court will be
forced to stay the trial in the case
before the special court.
"You realise that a stay on
the trial will end up benefiting
the accused. However, if you
continue your delay tactics, this
court will be left with no choice,"
the bench said.
The observations came after
NIA repeatedly justified the use
of photocopies of some statements of witnesses and confes-

sions of accused persons in the
case. On the previous hearing,
the bench had observed that the
special court should not have
allowed the use of photocopies
since there was no evidence to
prove that the photocopied documents were authentic copies of
the original, certified statements.
It had told NIA counsel
Sandesh Patil that the agency
should have pointed out the
problem to the special court
then and there and taken the
correct legal stand by not relying on photocopies.
However, Patil said Tuesday
that since the special court had
approved the use of the photocopies, the high court must dismiss the appeal challenging the
special court order.
The bench was hearing an

appeal filed by Sameer Kulkarni,
a co-accused in the case, challenging a 2017 order of the special court that permitted the use
of photocopies of statements of
witnesses and confessions of
accused as secondary evidence
in the case.
It is likely to continue the
hearing next Monday.
Kulkarni and his co-accused
in the case, Prasad Shrikant
Purohit, have filed several
appeals in high court challenging various interim orders of the
special court.
Six people were killed and
over 100 injured when an explosive strapped to a motorcycle
went off on September 29, 2008
near a mosque in Malegaon,
about 200 kilometres from
Mumbai.
PTI
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etail inflation fell to a 19month low of 2.05 per cent
in January due to fall in prices
of food articles, mainly fruit
and vegetables, coupled with
easing of fuel cost,
Government data showed on
Tuesday.
The Consumer Price Index
(CPI)-based retail inflation
was revised downwards for
the preceding month
December to 2.11 per cent
from the earlier estimate of
2.19 per cent, showed data
from the Central Statistics
Office (CSO).
In the year-ago month,
January 2018, the retail inflation was at 5.07 per cent.
Fruits, vegetables and eggs
continued to witness deflationary trend during January
this year, with their prices
declining 4.18 per cent, 13.32
per cent and 2.44 per cent,
respectively, according to the
CSO data released by the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI).
The rate of price rise in the
‘fuel and light’ category was
2.20 per cent in January 2019,
compared with 4.54 per cent in
December 2018.
The overall food inflation
during the latest month
remained in the negative zone
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hortage of pilots continued
SIndiGos
to hamper budget carrier
operations with the
airline cancelling as many as 30
flights on Tuesday from across
stations and passengers allegedly being forced to buy last
minute high fares for its flights,
a source said.
On Monday also, the
Gurugram-headquartered airline had pulled out 32 flights
from its network.
On the other hand, there
was no indication of any probe
by the aviation regulator into
the cancellation of such large

number of flights by the airline
since last Saturday.
IndiGo has cancelled 30
flights for Tuesday due to the
on-going pilots issue. Most of
the flights have been cancelled
from Kolkata, Hyderabad and
Chennai, the source said.
While eight flights are not
being operated from Kolkata,
another five flights are cancelled from Hyderabad and
four each from Bangalore and
Chennai, among others, he
added.
The source also alleged
that IndiGo was forcing passengers to either buy last
minute fares or offering them

alternate flights with one-stop
connectivity with a long transit time.
Response to the queries
sent to IndiGo and Directorate
General of Civil Aviation on
this issue was awaited.
In a statement on Sunday,
the airline had blamed on
weather for disruption in operations across its network.
“As part of recovering our
schedule, positioning of the
crew and aircraft had to be
readjusted. As a result, a number of flights were cancelled, it
had said without giving any
specific number of flights were
cancelled.
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he net profit of Small Industries
Development Bank of India
(SIDBI), the all India financial institution engaged in creating an integrated credit and development support ecosystem for micro & small
enterprises, rose by 39.9 per cent in
first nine months of this financial year
in comparison to that in the last
financial year.
The increase in profit is mainly due
to higher income from increased

T

portfolio.
“In a scenario when the banking
sector is reeling under pressure, we have
achieved encouraging growth in our
financial performance. Credit demand
to the MSEs sector continues to be
strong. We expect to maintain the
growth momentum as we continue to
move forward with our SIDBI Vision
2.0 which aims to promote inclusive
growth driven by deeper engagement
with MSEs,” said Mohammad Mustafa,
Chairman & Managing Director,
SIDBI.
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he Government on Tuesday informed
Parliament that loans worth C7,277.31 crore
of public sector banks under Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana (PMMY) have turned bad at the
end of March 2018.
Loans extended under PMMY from inception of the scheme up to March 2018 by all member lending institutions (MLIs) were C5.71 lakh
crore, Minister of State for Finance Shiv Pratap
Shukla said in a written reply to the Rajya Sabha.

T

at (-)2.17 per cent. It was ()2.51 per cent in December
2018.
“At 2.05 per cent, CPI for
January is at 19-month low.
Extended winter remains supportive of decelerating food
prices. The fuel component,
too, has surprised on the
downside,” said Shubhada Rao,
chief economist, Yes Bank.
The previous low than the
latest print of 2.05 per cent was
back in June 2017, when retail
inflation was at 1.46 per cent.
This, along with core inflation
at 5.36 per cent, presents a scenario of CPI year-on-year
growth between 2 per cent and
3 per cent in the next 5
months. This raises the probability of rate cuts in April and
beyond, she said.
ICICI Bank Head of
Global Markets Group B
Pasanna said: “India’s industrial production data for
December was in line with
expectations and confirms our
belief that the November print
was more an aberration.”
The recovery in growth in
consumer goods, especially
non-durables, is encouraging.
“Our expectations for the
next few months are also
benign on headline CPI and,
hence, we believe that there is
a room for further accommodation in the next policy meeting,” he said.
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he Government has invitT
ed applications to open
more ‘Jan Aushadhi Kendras’
across the country and has also
waived application fee,
Parliament was informed on
Tuesday.
The Government endeavours to cover all states, union
territories and districts of the
country by opening more and
more Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Jan Aushadhi Pariyojana
(PMBJP) Kendras in order to
make quality generic medicines
available at affordable prices to
all.
“To achieve this objective,
applications are invited from
individuals, NGOs, charitable
institutions/hospitals, private
hospitals, trusts, societies, self
help groups and Government
agencies for opening PMBJP
Kendras through online as well
as offline mode. Application fee
for opening PMBJP Kendras
has been waived off so that
more and more people can
apply under the scheme,”
Minister of State for Chemicals
and Fertilizers Mansukh L
Mandaviya said in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha.
A total of 5,001 PMBJP
Kendras were functional in
651 districts of the country, as
on February 5.
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ommerce and Industry
Minister Suresh Prabhu
C
will hold bilateral discussions
on trade issues with US
Commerce Secretary Wilbur
Ross on February 14 here.
The Indo-US CEO Forum
will also held its meeting on the
same day, the commerce ministry said in a statement.
“Representatives of the US
and Indian Governments will
share outcomes of the 2018
commercial dialogue work
plan, including the three work
streams: standards, business
climate and investment and
travel and tourism,” it said.
Discussions will be held on
the 2019 commercial dialogue
priorities, identification of new
areas of cooperation based on
the new CEO Forum recommendations, it added.
The co-chairs for the USIndia CEO Forum are
Natarajan Chandrasekaran,
Chairman of Tata Sons, and
James Taiclet, Chairman,
President and CEO of
American Tower Corporation.
It said that during the CEO
forum, working groups will give
presentations and recommendations related to their sector.
This forum was reconstituted by the Trump and Modi
Administrations. It is an effective platform to highlight key
market access issues that
impact the ease of doing business and to identify areas for
closer collaboration, it said.
Annual bilateral trade in
goods and services between the

1dbX]Tbb2^a]Ta

countries doubled over the last
decade, from USD 58 billion in
2007 to USD 126 in 2017.
“Both countries are
resolved to remain engaged and
take measures for further
enhancement of bilateral trade.
Bilateral trade in 2018 continued in spite of uncertain global economic conditions.
Bilateral investment flows have
also grown appreciably over
recent years,” it added.
The talks assumes significance as officials of both the
sides are negotiating a trade
package to boost bilateral commerce.
India is pressing for
exemption from high duty
imposed by the US on certain
steel and aluminium products,
resumption of export benefits
to some domestic goods under
their Generalised System of
Preferences (GSP) as well as
greater market access for its
products from sectors like agriculture, automobile, auto components and engineering.
On the other hand, the US
is demanding greater market
access through cut in import
duties for its agriculture goods,
dair y products, medical
devices, IT and communication
items, the official added.
However, the commerce
ministry is not in favour of cutting or eliminating customs
duties on seven categories of
ICT products, including highend mobile phones and smart
watches, as demanded by the
US, citing revenue loss and
adverse impact on Make in
India initiative.
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bXV]TSQTcfTT]=7?28]SXP´b_aT\XTaWhSa^_^fTaR^\_P]hP]SXcb0_Tg;TeT[
D]X^]AT_aTbT]cPcXeTb^]CdTbSPh=:9PX]3XaTRc^a?Tab^]]T[0eX]PbW:d\Pa
4gTRdcXeT3XaTRc^a7AEXYPh:d\Pa4gTRdcXeT3XaTRc^a5X]P]RTP]S^cWTa
BT]X^a>UUXRTab^U=7?2bXV]TScWT<>D^]QTWP[U^U=7?2

5^ad\^UF^\T]X]?dQ[XRBTRc^aF8?Bd]STacWTPTVXb^UB2>?4^aVP]XbTS
!(cW0]]dP[3Ph2T[TQaPcX^]b^]cWTcWT\T³CWX]ZB\Pac8]]^ePcTU^a2WP]VT´
fWXRWfPbX]PdVdaPcTSQh6^eTa]^a^U<P]X_da=PY\P7T_cd[[PWTaT^]CdTbSPh
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ower Finance Corporation’s
Profit After Tax (PAT) is up
by 53% from C1,355 crore in
the second quarter to C2076
crore during the third quarter
(October-December) of the
current Financial year of 201819.
The Net Interest Income
rose by 12% to reach a figure of
`2,435crore as against `2,180
crore recorded during the second quarter of the current
Financial year. The company’s
Net Interest Margin has been
improving over the quarters
and is 3.42% for third quarter.

P
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ureau of Indian Standards
B
(BIS) Tuesday announced
the launch of an online consumer
community and an online industry community for standards
consultation. These online communities have been initiated in
association with local circles.
This will enable consumer
across India to get connected
with BIS and participate in the
consultation process on standards. This community will also
allow consumers to share their
experiences with various
products.
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Lucknow: CWT8]SXP²0f^\T]bW^RZThcTP\STUTPcTS
5aP]RT²0!X]cWTcWXaS\PcRWc^cPZTP! [TPSX]cWT
U^da\PcRWbTaXTbPccWT?PS\PBWaX<^WP\\PSBWPWXS
Bh]cWTcXR7^RZThBcPSXd\^]CdTbSPh;^RP[VXa[<d\cPi
:WP]#!]S\X]dcTP]SBWPa\X[P3TeX%cWbR^aTSU^a
cWTW^\TcTP\CWT\PcRWbPfcWTeXbXc^abS^\X]PcTX]
cWT^_T]X]V\X]dcTbQdccWT8]SXP]STUT]bT\PSTbdaT
cWThSXS]^cP[[^fcWTXa^__^]T]cbc^SaPfcWTUXabcQ[^^S
0UcTaV^X]VcWa^dVWcf^V^P[[Tbb`dPacTab8]SXPUX]P[[h
\P]PVTS c^ QaTPZ cWT STPS[^RZ X] cWT #!]S \X]dcT
cWa^dVW h^d]V bcaXZTa <d\cPi 0] TeT]cUd[ [Pbc `dPacTa
bPf Q^cW cTP\b eXT U^a cWT ]Tgc V^P[ ^U cWT \PcRW Qdc
TeT]cdP[[h Xc fPb 8]SXP ²0 fW^ fPb bdRRTbbUd[ X] cWTXa
_dabdXcPbcWThbR^aTSP]^cWTaUXT[SV^P[X]cWT[Pbc\X]dcT
c^ R^\T ^dc fX]]Tab CWT 8]SXP ²0 f^\T]b cTP\ fX[[
_[Ph cWTXa U^dacW P]S [Pbc \PcRW PVPX]bc 5aP]RT ^]
FTS]TbSPh

F4=64AC>0CC4=3;0DA4DB0F0A3B

Monaco: ;TVT]SPah U^^cQP[[ \P]PVTa 0abT]T FT]VTa
fW^R^PRWTS0abT]P[U^a!!hTPabX]R[dSX]V^]TT]cXaT
bTPb^]d]STUTPcTSfX[[QTPccT]SX]VcWT;PdaTdbF^a[S
B_^acb0RPST\hX]<^]PR^]TgcfTTZFT]VTaXb^]T^U
PR[PbbXRVa^d_^U[TVT]SbP]SRdaaT]c_[PhTabUa^\cWT
U^^cQP[[ f^a[S X]R[dSX]V ;PdaTdb 0RPST\h \T\QTab
P\QPbbPS^abP]SVdTbcbfW^fX[[QT_aTbT]cfWT]cWT
VaTPcTbcb_^acb\T]P]Sf^\T]Ua^\! 'PaTW^]^daTS
9^X]X]V FT]VTa fX[[ QT 2PUd 5PQX^ 2P_T[[^ 3XSXTa
3TbRWP\_b ;dXb 5XV^ 0[TbbP]Sa^ 3T[ ?XTa^ 2Pa[Tb
?dh^[ <XZPT[ BX[eTbcaT ?PcaXRZ EXTXaP P]S 5aTSX 1^QXR
?[db bcPab ^U cWT f^\T]b VP\T :^b^ePaT 0b[[P]X P]S
0[TgBR^cc

5>A<4A4=6;:44?4A10=:B384B

London: 6^aS^] 1P]Zb 4]V[P]Sb V^P[ZTT_Ta SdaX]V
cWTXa caXd\_WP]c (%% F^a[S 2d_ RP\_PXV] WPb SXTS
PVTS '  WXb U^a\Ta R[dQ Bc^ZT 2Xch P]]^d]RTS ^]
CdTbSPh7XbUP\X[hbPXScWT&"cX\TbRP__TS1P]ZbfW^
[^bcP]ThTX]PRPaRaPbWX] (&!WPS_PbbTSPfPhX]WXb
b[TT_ 8c Xb fXcW VaTPc bPS]Tbb cWPc fT P]]^d]RT cWPc
6^aS^] _PbbTS PfPh _TPRTUd[[h ^eTa]XVWc WXb UP\X[h
bPXSFTPaTSTePbcPcTSc^[^bTWX\QdcfTWPeTb^\P]h
WP__h\T\^aXTbP]SR^d[S]^cWPeTQTT]\^aT_a^dS^U
WX\ 1P]Zb fW^ _[PhTS X] TeTah VP\T ^U cWT (%%
RP\_PXV] ^] W^\T b^X[ Xb _a^QPQ[h QTbc Z]^f] U^a P
f^]STabPeTWT_a^SdRTSc^ST]h1aPiX[XP]VaTPc?T[TX]
cWT (&F^a[S2d_Va^d_\PcRW

B4>D;?82:435>A9>8=C:>A40=183

London: B^dcW:^aTPWPb_XRZTSXcbRP_XcP[BT^d[U^aXcb
QXS U^a cWT !"! bd\\Ta >[h\_XRb fWXRW Xc PX\b c^
Y^X]c[h W^bc fXcW =^acW :^aTP CWT :^aTPb fX[[ ^UUXRXP[[h
X]U^a\ cWT 8]cTa]PcX^]P[ >[h\_XR 2^\\XccTT ^U cWTXa
STRXbX^]c^QXSPcP]TeT]cX];PdbP]]TBfXciTa[P]S^]
5aXSPh=^acW:^aTPXbTg_TRcTSc^P]]^d]RTXcbRP]SXSPcT
RXch [PcTa cWXb fTTZ ¯ cWT [XZT[h RW^XRT Xb Xcb RP_XcP[
?h^]VhP]V¯ QTU^aT^aSdaX]VcWT8>2\TTcX]VBT^d[
^UUXRXP[bbPXSCWTSTRXbX^]c^_dabdTPY^X]cQXS¯ PbfT[[
Pbc^Y^X]c[h_PacXRX_PcTX]cWT!!C^Zh^Bd\\Ta6P\Tb
¯ fPb\PSTU^[[^fX]VPbTaXTb^UX]cTa:^aTP]cP[Zb[Pbc
hTPa Pb Ra^bbQ^aSTa aTR^]RX[XPcX^] VPcWTaTS _PRT 8] P
\TTcX]V WT[S Qh cWT R^d]cahb >[h\_XR R^\\XccTT ^]
<^]SPhBT^d[TSVTS^dcXcbaXeP[cWTb^dcWTa]_^acRXch
^U1dbP]

;0:B7H0B>DA017BC0ACF8C7F8=

Guwahati: CTT]bT]bPcX^];PZbWhPBT][Pd]RWTScWTQXS
c^R[PX\WXb\PXST]BT]X^a1PS\X]c^]=PcX^]P[cXc[TfXcW
PbcaPXVWcVP\TfX]^eTa3T[WXbAPWd[?PcT[P]ST]cTaTS
cWT\T]bbX]V[TbcWXaSa^d]S^]CdTbSPhCWT &hTPa
^[SUa^\DccPaPZWP]SfW^WPSR[X]RWTScWT0bXP]9d]X^a
cXc[T P]S P 1a^]iT \TSP[ Pc cWT F^a[S 9d]X^a
2WP\_X^]bWX_ [Pbc hTPa STUTPcTS 3T[WXb APWd[ !  "
!  "X]P!'\X]dcT\PcRW;PZbWhPV^cPQhTX]cWTUXabc
a^d]S5^a\Tacf^cX\TRWP\_X^]B^daPQWETa\PP[b^
\PSTPa^dbX]VbcPacc^WXbRP\_PXV]fXcWPS^\X]PcX]V
!   ! ' fX] ^eTa 9PhP_aPVPbWP\ EB FWX[T
<PWPaPbWcaPb 7PabWTT[ 3P]X fW^ WPS f^] cWT ! '
6WP]P 8]cTa]PcX^]P[ _aTePX[TS ^eTa CT[P]VP]Pb BXaX[
EPa\P P U^a\Ta F^a[S 9d]X^a 2WP\_X^]bWX_b bX[eTa
\TSP[[Xbc!"! !  &

5:7?A>6A0<B2>DCBC0;4=C5A><34;78

New delhi: CWT 5dcdaT :PQPSSX 7Ta^Tb 5:7
_a^VaP\\TP_X^]TTaX]VX]XcXPcXeTc^bR^dcU^acWT]Tgc
VT]TaPcX^] ^U :PQPSSX WTa^Tb Ua^\ PRa^bb 8]SXP 8] Xcb
cWXaS hTPa aTRTXeTS P] ^dcbcP]SX]V aTb_^]bT fXcW #%
Pb_XaP]cb_PacXRX_PcX]VX]Xcbcf^SPhcaXP[bPc6hP]:d]Y
BRW^^[X]=Tf3T[WXCWT5:7_a^VaP\\TfWXRWWPSXcb
UPXabWPaT^Uh^d]VbcPabbdRWPb=XcTbW:d\Pa=PeTT]
:d\Pa A^WXc 6d[XP BdaT]STa BX]VW fW^ fTaT
bW^ac[XbcTSU^aTPa[XTabTPb^]PdRcX^]b2^\\T]cX]V^]
cWT cP[T]c fXc]TbbTS ^] Va^d]S ; BaX]XePb ATSSh bPXS
FT PaT ST[XVWcTS c^ QT WTaT Pc cWT "aS TSXcX^] X] =Tf
3T[WX>eTacWT[Pbccf^SPhb^UcWT! (caXP[bfTWPeT
WPSP]TgcaT\T[hT]R^daPVX]VaTb_^]bTP]SfXc]TbbTSP
WXVW[TeT[^UbZX[[QTX]VSXb_[PhTSP]SfTW^_Tc^bTTcWT
bP\T[TeT[^U_PacXRX_PcX^]cP[T]cX]bdQbT`dT]cRXcXTb

9D=8>A?033;4ABF8= !<430;B

New Delhi: 8]SXPbh^d]V_PSS[TabPSSTSTXVWc\TSP[b
c^ cWTXa ZXcch X]R[dSX]V cf^ 6^[S cWaTT BX[eTa P]S cWaTT
1a^]iT\TSP[bc^SaPfRdacPX]bc^cWTXaRP\_PXV]PccWT
1PWaPX]9d]X^aP]S2PSTc>_T]^]PWXVW]^cTX]1PWaPX]
CWT\TSP[adbWU^a8]SXPbcPacTS^UUfXcWF^a[S=^#X]
cWT D $ QaPRZTc ?PhPb 9PX] bcTP\a^[[X]V _Pbc WXb
^__^]T]cb c^ R[X]RW cWT RPSTc Q^hb X]SXeXSdP[ RPcTV^ah
Ra^f]8]cWTRPSTcVXa[bRPcTV^ah0]PaVhP_a^eTSc^QT
064=284B
cWTVXa[X]U^a\c^R[X]RW6^[S

?C1;1C@<9DC
G9D83?13821:9>
C>:H>) World num-

ber one Naomi Osaka
has split from her
coach Sascha Bajin
just weeks after winning the Australian
Open to complete
back-to-back grand
slam victories, the Japanese player said on
Monday. "Hey everyone, I will no longer be working together with Sascha. I thank him for his work
and wish him all the best in the future," the 21year-old tweeted in a shock announcement.
Bajin, a former hitting partner to Serena
Williams, responded: "Thank you Naomi. I wish
you nothing but the best as well. What a ride that
was. Thank you for letting me be part of this."
Osaka, who became the first Asian to hold the
top ranking after beating Czech Petra Kvitova in
the Melbourne final, had worked with the
German for just over a year. No reason was given
for the decision to part ways.
Based in the United States, Osaka linked up
with Bajin in late 2017 and enjoyed a breakthrough
year, climbing from 72 in the world to the top of
the women's rankings.
AFP
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he made a successful comeback after an injury lay-off,
but India's top weightlifter
Mirabai Chanu realises that she
needs to improve her performance by a few notches if she
wants to claim Gold at the Tokyo
Olympics.
Mirabai, a 2017 World
Championships Gold medallist (in
48kg) was laid low due to a lower
back injury that kept her out for
eight months, claimed Gold at the
EGAT Cup in Thailand last week
in her new 49 kg category. She finished on top with an effort of 192
kg.
But Mirabai knows only too
well that she will have to go way
beyond the 200kg mark sooner
than later so that she can compete
with the best in the world in her
new weight category.
"With the increase of 1kg
from 48 to 49, all the weightlifters
will now try to increase their total
lift. Moreover, some lifters, who
were competing in 53kg earlier
will now come down to 49kg. So,
the competition will be tougher
now," Mirabai said.
"I am doing 199-200kg during
training and I am confident of
going past 200kg in the actual
competitions in the next few
months. My aim is to touch 210kg
before the Tokyo Olympics, which
will be the world record. It will not

S

be easy but my target is to do that
and I will have to work harder
than before," she added.
It will not be easy for the 24year-old Manipuri to improve
10kg in one and a half years. Her
personal best in 48kg is 196kg,
which she lifted while winning
Gold at the Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games last year.
She had won the 2017 World
Championships Gold (in 48kg)
with a total lift of 194kg.
Last year, the International
Weightlifting Federation (IWF)
rejigged the weight categories for
both men and women in the
Olympics and other global events.
The least Olympic weight in the
women's category has been
changed to 49kg from earlier
48kg.
The
2018
World
Championships in Turkmenistan
was held under the new weight
system and the Gold, Silver and
Bronze winners there lifted 209kg,
208kg and 206kg respectively.
Even the fourth-place finisher
lifted 201kg.
"I have to do better than the
209kg if I have to keep myself in
the frame for a Tokyo Olympics
Gold. I hope to do that before the
Olympics.
The
Asian
Championships (in April in
China) and 2019 World
Championships (in September in
Thailand) will give me a chance to
do that as the best in the world will

<XaPQPX2WP]daTPRcbPUcTabdRRTbbUd[[h[XUcX]V (%ZVfTXVWcc^fX]6^[SX]2F6! '

be there.
"I can do that but I have to
work harder than before. I want to
break the world record of 209kg,"
she said. The 2020 Tokyo
Olympics will have seven women's
weight categories — 49kg, 55kg,

59kg, 64kg, 76kg, 87kg and +87kg.
The qualification process has
also been changed with the earlier system of clinching an Olympic
berth based on a single performance has been done away with.
The qualification period has been

split into three — from November
1, 2018 to April 30, 2019; May 1,
2019 to October 31, 2019;
November 1, 2019 to April 30,
2020.
A weightlifter has to participate in a minimum of six IWFdesignated events (Gold and
Silver level only) and a minimum
of one eligible event per period.
At the end of the qualification
period, the IWF will issue a list of
weightlifters on the basis of
Absolute Ranking Points subject
to participation in two events in
the same Olympic category and
calculated from four results —
best one from each of the three
periods and one next best result
in the whole of qualification period.

Mirabai said she has no problem with the new qualification
system as it will keep a weightlifter
consistent in his or her performance.
"Earlier, a weightlifter may
qualify for Olympics early in the
qualification period and his or her
performance may dip before
going into the Olympics. Under
the new system, I have to keep my
performance consistent because I
cannot miss taking part in all the
three periods," she said.
Mirabai is one of the four
Indian weightlifters, who are in
the International Registered
Testing Pool of the IWF. The other
three are Jeremy Lalrinnunga,
Satish Kumar Sivalingam and
Monalisha Sonowal.
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crammed BWF calendar affecting his
fitness last season, Indian shuttler B Sai
A
Praneeth says he will pick his tournaments
carefully in the Olympic qualification year
and is eyeing a national title to prepare for
the All England Championship next month.
With defending champion HS Prannoy
and finalist Kidambi Srikanth withdrawing
due to fitness issues, former champion
Praneeth will be one of the favourites to lift
the trophy at the 83rd Senior Nationals,
which got underway with the qualifiers on
Tuesday.
"Last season, I struggled with my fitness
and confidence because there were too many
tournaments. So I couldn't maintain fitness.
From June to December, I played continuously, so it was all about fitness. I am fine
now and fortunately no injuries," Praneeth
said.
"I am looking forward to All England
next month and Nationals will be good

match practice to prepare. It will help my
confidence ahead of the international
events. You have to beat all the top Indian
players to win it and it is not easy because

everyone is playing well," said Praneeth, who
will also play the Swiss Open this year.
The Olympic qualification period will
be between April 29, 2019 to April 26, 2020,
and the BWF rankings published on April
30, 2020 will decide who makes the cut for
the Tokyo Games.
Praneeth, who is currently ranked
26th, said he will need a bit of luck and series
a consistent performances to earn him a
ticket to the Olympics.
"It is an Olympic qualification year, so
scheduling of the tournaments will be
important. I can afford not to play a few
events. We will need a bit of luck and good
performance. I have to play quarters and
semis consistently, but that won't be easy, so
you also need a favourable draw sometimes.
Praneeth won six of the eight matches
he played for the eventual champion,
Bengaluru Raptors, in the fourth edition of
Premier Badminton League (PBL) and he
says it boosted his confidence ahead of the
international season.
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adminton great Lee
Chong Wei aims to
B
make his comeback in
April at the Malaysia
Open after a cancer battle, a month later than he
originally hoped, an official confirmed on
Tuesday.
The three-time
Olympic Silver medallist
and former world number has been on the sidelines since July last year
when he was diagnosed
with early-stage nose
cancer.
The Malaysian star
underwent a gruelling
programme of specialist
treatment in Taiwan but
pledged not to retire and
resumed training last

month.
The 36-year-old had
previously said he wanted to make a return to
competitive play at the
All England Open in

March.
But on Monday Lee
told local media he was
targeting a return to
action on home soil at
the Malaysia Open,

which he has won 12
times, from April 2 to 7.
"I have got another
appointment with my
doctor in Taiwan next
month. Once I get the
green light from him,
then I will make a full
comeback, hopefully at
the Malaysia Open," he
told the New Straits
Times newspaper.
"It isn't time to make
a full comeback yet, I
have to do it slowly in
stages after consulting
my doctor." Badminton
Association of Malaysia
general
manager
Michelle Chai confirmed
that Lee planned to come
back in April.
Lee still hopes to
compete in the Tokyo
2020 Olympics but may
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angladesh coach Steve
Rhodes said his
B
charges were relishing
being underdogs as they
chase a maiden victory
over the Black Caps on
New Zealand soil on
Wednesday.
The tourists have
never beaten the hosts in
any format during four
previous tours to New
Zealand but Rhodes said
they should not be written
off ahead of the first oneday international in Napier
on Thursday.
"We know it's going to
be very difficult, we've got
to be realistic," the
Englishman told reporters.
"But we quite like
being underdogs. We can
surprise a few people
being an underdog and I

think New Zealand know
they've still got to play
some very good cricket to
beat us."
Rhodes
said
Bangladesh's task had
been made tougher by the
injury-enforced absences
of all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan and paceman
Taskin Ahmed.
He said the gruelling
Bangladesh Premier

League Twenty20 tournament had been a mixed
blessing for his players as
they prepare for a New
Zealand tour that includes
three one-day internationals and three Tests.
"It's been a hard grind
but a great competition as
well (with) lots of positives
in terms of experiencing
tough cricket," he said.
"But it's taken its toll

and the preparation is not
ideal. I only hope that on
the day we show that we
can play some cricket."
While his players were
battle hardened, Rhodes
said they must be wary of
a New Zealand side still
smarting from a 4-1 ODI
series loss to India.
"I think they'll use
those bruises to bounce
back and we've got to be
ready for a tough New
Zealand turning up," he
said.
Bangladesh are still
buoyed by their own 2-1
ODI series win over the
West Indies in December
and Rhodes said his side
was far more experienced
than those that previously toured New Zealand.
"It's a really big task
but it doesn't mean we
can't win," he said.

face a tough fight to
qualify against rising
Malaysian stars.
Since he stopped
playing, he has slipped
to 30 in the world
rankings, behind two
Malaysian players, Lee
Zii Jia and Liew
Daren. A country can
send a maximum of
two players to complete in the Games,
provided they are both
ranked in the world's
top 16.
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ith the absence of injured playmaker Marco Reus, Borussia
W
Dortmund will face Tottenham in the
Champions League without their best
player, Germany legend Lothar
Matthaeus said on Tuesday.
Reus has scored 17 goals and created 11 more for the Bundesliga leaders this season, but a thigh strain will
keep him out of the last 16, first leg
against Spurs at Wembley.
"Now he's also going to be missing for the important game against
Tottenham - that won't make it any
easier," said former Germany captain
Matthaeus, now a Sky pundit.
"The third-best team in the
Premier League against the best in
the Bundesliga. I see the chances as
50/50.
"In Marco Reus, Dortmund is
missing their best player."
However, it is not just Reus who
will be missing against Spurs.
Right-back Lukasz Piszczek is
out with a heel injury, stand-in cen-

tre-back Julian Weigl has flu and
striker Paco Alcacer is sidelined by
a shoulder injury.
Dortmund head coach Lucien
Favre is struggling with the effects of
flu and England winger Jadon
Sancho forgot his passport, forcing
a red-faced dash home to retreive the
document before making the flight
to London.
"Yes, we have a few dropped out,
but we won't be going there just to
wave," said Dortmund's director of
sport Michael Zorc.
Reus injured his thigh last
Tuesday while drilling home a direct
free-kick against Werder Bremen, but
Dortmund lost on penalties as the
German Cup tie finished 3-3 after
extra time.
Spurs are also without big names
of their own as England forwards
Harry Kane and Dele Alli are injured.
Matthaeus says Dortmund's 3-3
draw at home to Hoffenheim on
Saturday showed how much they
miss Reus' influence and organisation.
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African captain Faf du
Plessis will be seeking to
Sfindouth
Sri Lanka's "breaking
point" as early as possible
when the first of two Tests
starts at Kingsmead on
Wednesday.
With Sri Lankan coach
Chandika Hathurusingha
admitting that recent
upheavals in Sri Lankan cricket had affected the players, Du
Plessis vowed to apply pressure
on the tourists.
"They have had a tough
time in Australia and there
have been a lot of things happening away from their team,"
Du Plessis said on Tuesday.
"It's not ideal for them but
I will always respect the opposition we play against. Our
preparation doesn't change."
Referring to a losing series
in Sri Lanka last year, Du
Plessis said: "They beat us 2-0
in their own conditions which
hurt us quite a bit.
"It's important for us to
keep them under pressure to
make sure they don't start the
series well. If we can do that,
possibly their breaking point
will be a little bit sooner than

it would (normally) be because
of all the stuff that's happening
away from the game."
With Sri Lanka having an
inexperienced bowling line-up,
Du Plessis hinted that South
Africa might go into the match
with six batsmen, including
wicketkeeper Quinton de
Kock, and five bowlers.
Du Plessis said left-arm

spinner Keshav Maharaj was
likely to play on a ground
where spin bowling has been
a factor — but he liked the
option of continuing with a
battery of four fast bowlers following a successful recent
series against Pakistan, even
though he did not expect the
pitch to offer much help to
pace bowlers.
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ijay Shankar, who has made a
strong case for himself to be
included in India's World
Cup bound squad, feels that his
biggest takeaway from the Australia
and New Zealand series is learning
the "art of chasing" from none other
than Mahendra Singh Dhoni.
Shankar had some decent performances with the bat during the
New Zealand leg, now wants to finish games like Dhoni.
"I was happy to be around with
the seniors. Just watching them prepare for matches and learning.
Moreover, I learnt a lot by watching
Dhoni during run chases. I learnt a
lot about how to pace an innings,
especially during chases. I learnt
about his mindset," Shankar, who
returned on Monday said.
For him, it was like living a
dream as he shared the dressing
room with Dhoni, Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma.
"It was a great experience to
share the dressing room with names
like Virat Kohli, M S Dhoni, Rohit

V

Sharma. It is important to watch and
learn from the seniors in the team,"
the soft-spoken Shankar said.
Shankar, who had confessed
after the final T20 International
that he was surprised when promoted up the order to No 3, said that he
was specifically told by the team
management before the start of the
series.

"I was surprised but at the same
time was very happy to be asked to
bat at number three. I was told before
the series started that I would bat at
one-drop. In T20s, there is not
much time to settle down and the
approach needs to be positive."
Though he got a few 40's,
Shankar lamented that he couldn't
take the team home during the final

T20 International.
"I thought I should have got
more runs. Also, I felt disappointed
that I could not take the team home
in the third T20. I had the chance.
It is a learning experience for me. I
need to adapt faster and also be consistent..." he added.
He got an important partnership
with Ambati Rayudu in Wellington

ODI when India were 18 for 4 and
he cherished batting in challenging
conditions.
"When I walked in at 18 for 4, it
was all about playing time and
building a partnership (with
Rayudu). It was a good challenge as
the New Zealand bowlers were bowling well. We had a good partnership.
I should have gone on and made a
big score..." he added.
The Tamil Nadu all-rounder,
who has been around the India 'A'
set-up for a while before graduating
to the senior side, said his focus is
on constant improvement while
adding that he saw every match as an
opportunity to do well.
"I have done the hard work and
got the opportunity in the national
team. Now my focus is on constant
improvement. I have to step up and
do well in every match I get to play.
I see each game as an opportunity to
do well," he added.
Asked about chief selector MSK
Prasad's recent remark that he was
in the reckoning for a spot in the
World Cup squad, the all-rounder
played it down.
"I don't want to think too far
ahead. I want to do well in every
game. Every day is important for
me..." he said.
"I still need to fine-tune a few
things," he added.
The 28-year-old Tamil Nadu
cricketer, who made his ODI debut
against Australia at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground before the New
Zealand series, said it was a big thing
and "a happy feeling" to get started
at an iconic venue.
"Yeah... To make my ODI debut
at the MCG was a big thing and a
happy feeling. Having watched so
many matches and dreamt of playing at such venues, I was delighted
to play there," he added.
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he national selection committee is unlikely to make
T
any experiment when they
pick the squad for the fivematch ODI series against
Australia on February 15 in
Mumbai.
The five-match ODI series
will start in Hyderabad on
March 2 followed by matches
in Nagpur (March 5), Ranchi
(March 8), Mohali (March
10) and Delhi (March 13).
The team for the two T20
International matches to be
played in Visakhapatnam
(February 24) and Bengaluru
(February 27) will also be
announced on the same day.
It has been learnt that the
team management as well as
the selection committee are on
the same page and the squad
that will play against Australia
is likely to be a mirror-image
of the one that will be travelling to UK for the World
Cup.
There is a possibility that
selectors may pick 16 members for the ODIs instead of 15
in order to check all the players in contention for the
World Cup.
"There is a possibility that
Rohit Sharma may be rested
for the two T20 Internationals
as Virat Kohli will be back.
But when it comes to selecting the ODI squad, there
won't be any experiments
with only five matches to go,"
a senior BCCI official said on
Tuesday.
Asked about the much
talked about workload management programme, the official said: "Most of our ODI
boys will be getting good two
and half weeks of rest. Well,
the pacers can be rotated during the five matches but no
one will be kept out of the
squad and rested. Workload

management will be required
more during the IPL.
"As of now, there are only
two spots that are up for
grabs. The battle is for second
wicket-keeper between
Dinesh Karthik and Rishabh
Pant along with third opener's
slot. The team management at
least won't experiment during
the first three games," he
informed.
There is a school of
thought that Shikhar Dhawan
may be rested for the final two
ODIs and just check if KL
Rahul has found his form
back in order to keep him
ready for the mega event.
"However, it won't be a
case of any surprise selection
as of now. It will just be a case
of who plays on the day.
Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar and
Shami are all fit and available.
Along with Khaleel, these
four will be rotated to check
the combination, more than
the workload management,"
the official said.
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rsenal midfielder Aaron Ramsey has
signed a four-year deal to join Juventus on
a free transfer from next July, the Italian champions said on Monday.
The 28-year-old Wales international will
arrive in northern Italy on July 1 with his contract running until June 30, 2023.
As his contract will have ended, Arsenal
will not be entitled to a transfer fee.
"As a result of the registration of the player, Juventus will incur additional costs of 3.7
million euros ($4.1 million), to be paid by July
10," the Serie A champions said.
The move brings to an end Ramsey's 11year spell with the Gunners having moved from
Cardiff City in 2008.
Over the past decade he has played 256
Premier League games, scoring 38 top-flight
goals, and winning three FA Cup and two
Community Shield.
He also had two loan spells at Nottingham
Forest in 2010, and back at former club, Cardiff
in 2011.
"I wanted to issue a personal statement for
all the Arsenal fans who have been extremely
loyal and supportive," Ramsey wrote on
Instagram.
"You welcomed me as a teenager and have
been there for me through all the highs and
lows I have encountered during my time at the
club.
"It is with a heavy heart that I leave after
11 incredible years in north London. Thank
you.
"I will continue to give the team 100 per
cent and hope to finish the season strongly,
before heading on to my next chapter in Turin."
Ramsey has 58 caps for Wales, scoring 14 goals,
and was a part of the Welsh side that reached
the Euro 2016 semi-finals.
He becomes the third Welshman to play for
Juventus following club legend John Charles and
former European Golden Boot winner Ian
Rush.
Ramsey had turned down the offer of a new
deal at Arsenal, with clubs including Barcelona,
Real Madrid, Paris Saint Germain, Inter Milan
and Bayern Munich linked with the player.
"Everyone at Arsenal Football Club wishes Aaron Ramsey a happy and successful
future," the London club said in a statement.
"Aaron's made a fantastic contribution to
our club since joining from Cardiff City in 2008.
He has always been a consummate professional and will always have a special place in the
hearts and memories of Arsenal fans around
the world."
Ramsey will reportedly become Juventus'
second-highest earner behind Cristiano
Ronaldo earning 7 million euros ($7.8 million)
a season.
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anji Trophy champions Vidarbha managed
R
to restrict Rest of India to a manageable 330
after orchestrating a middle-order collapse

aving found his mojo back,
H
opener KL Rahul will like to
continue his good form with an eye

despite dogged hundred from Hanuma Vihari
and a 95 by opener Mayank Agarwal on the
opening day of the Irani Cup.
The two India internationals added 125 runs
for the second wicket but once Agarwal's freeflowing knock came to an end, the Rest innings
lacked momentum as they could never recover from a middle-order collapse.
Skipper Ajinkya Rahane's (13) problems
against slow bowling continue as left-arm spinner Aditya Sarwate (3/99) had another prized
scalp in his possession after getting Cheteshwar
Pujara twice in the Ranji Trophy final.
Sarwate got able support from the ambidextrous spinner Akshay Karnewar (1-45) and veteran off-spinner Akshay Wakhare (3-67).
Vihari, who had scored a hundred in the last
Irani Cup, once again held the innings together scoring 114 off 211 balls with 11 fours and
two sixes. It was in complete contrast to
Agarwal's innings which was laced with 10 fours
and three sixes.
The 27-year-old Agarwal, who made his Test
debut against Australia on Boxing Day last year,
missed out on a deserving hundred after being
dismissed by seamer Yash Thakur.
Agarwal paced his innings well as he
repeatedly peppered the off-side field and was
in a mood to punish anything on his pads.
Vihari, who took time to settle, was later in
his usual element. The Andhra batsman, however, survived a scare on 24, when he edged to
first slip off Sarwate, but the ball touched the
ground even as Vidarbha skipper Faiz Fazal
claimed a catch. The third umpire, who was
approached but it was ruled not out.
However, once Rahane was gone, edging
one to the gully fielder after the delivery
turned as well as kicked up, the Rest innings lost

on the reserve opener's slot for the
World Cup as he leads India A
against England Lions in the second
'Unofficial' Test, starting on
Wednesday.
Rahul, who was sent by the
team management to the India A
set-up, to find some form, scored 89
in the opening 'Test' against a good
Lions attack and one good knock
will keep him in good stead before
the squad selection for the Australia
series on February 15.
India A did earn the bragging
rights in the first Test with Gujarat
opener Priyank Panchal hitting a
double hundred and 'keeper Kona
Bharat scoring a hundred at
Wayanad in the drawn encounter.
Rahul, Panchal and Bharat
would like to continue their good
run with the bat while Abhimanyu
Easwaran, who missed out on a big
score in the Wayanad 'Test' and
Ankeet Bawne will aim to find
form.
The out of favour as well Karun
Nair will also be lookjing to keep
himself relevant having done precious little in the past few months.
The India A bowlers did well to

its fizz. From 231 for 3, suddenly, they slumped
to 258 for 7 as Vihari reached his 16th first-class
hundred.
Shreyas Iyer (19) and Ishan Kishan (2) failed
to contribute, which brought about Rest's
downfall.
Vihari, despite the fall of partners at the
other end, continued to flourish as he took team
past 300-run mark before Sarwate bowled another classical left-armer's delivery that turned away
from the right hander to take the edge.
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ndian batswomen Jemimah
Rodrigues and Smriti
Mandhana on Tuesday
jumped four places to be second and sixth in the ICC T20
rankings despite their team's
0-3 loss in New Zealand.
Rodrigues's 132 runs in
the three-match series against
New Zealand have lifted her
to second position while
Mandhana, who grabbed the
top spot in ODIs last week,
has gained four spots after finishing as the leading run-getter in the New Zealand series
with an aggregate of 180.
The stylish left-hander
smashed two half-centuries
including a fluent 86 in the
last match in Hamilton that
India lost by two runs.
Spinners Radha Yadav,
up 18 places to 10th after taking four wickets in the series,
and Deepti Sharma, up five
places to 14th, are the India

I

players to move up among
bowlers.
For New Zealand, Sophie
Devine has moved from 11th
to eighth position among batters after scoring 153 runs in
the series including a matchwinning 72 in the last match,
while
captain
Amy
Satterthwaite's 87 runs have
lifted her from 23rd to 17th
position. Among bowlers, Lea
Tahuhu has moved up five
slots to 11th position.

Windies' Deandra Dottin
has grabbed the top spot
among all-rounders.
Dottin has been the
standout performer in a 2-1
series win in Pakistan. Dottin
has moved up two places to
third among batters after
scoring 158 runs in the series
while her three wickets have
lifted her two slots to 29th
among bowlers.
Pakistan captain Bismah
Maroof has gained three slots
to tie with compatriot Javeria
Khan in 15th position among
batters while Sana Mir, who is
top ranked in the ODI format,
has moved up six places to
take 28th position among
T20 bowlers after taking three
wickets in the series.
In the team rankings,
New Zealand have overtaken
England to take second place.
Australia continue to lead
the table while the Windies
and India are fourth and fifth
respectively.

restrict the Lions to 340 despite
allowing them to get off to a solid
start. Speedster Navdeep Saini shone
with a five-wicket haul and the others including comeback man Shardul
Thakur along with young Avesh
Khan had a good workout.
The team think-tank may consider giving former Test bowler
Varun Aaron a go in this match
given that the India selectors are
looking at genuine quick bowlers
with an aim to broaden the pool.
The visiting batsmen defied the
India 'A' bowlers on the final day of
the first 'Test' to force a draw and will

be eyeing an improved performance.
Ben Duckett and Ollie Pope,
who have played Tests for England,
did well in Wayanad and will hope
to get going again while the captain
Sam Billings who didn't have a very
happy outing will be expected to hit
form again after his impressive displays in the ODIs earlier.
The bowlers were put to sword
by Panchal, Bharat and Rahul, and
will have to step up in Mysuru. It
remains to be see if left-arm spinner
Danny Briggs, who bore the brunt
in the first game, gets a second
chance.
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he Delhi & Districts Cricket
Association (DDCA) is all set to
T
impose life ban on U-23 cricketer
Anuj Dedha, who had physically
assaulted former India pacer Amit
Bhandari for not selecting him in the
state U-23 side.
Senior selection committee
chairman Bhandari was attacked by
Dedha and his hired goons at the St
Stephen's ground on Monday when
he was watching a warm-up game of
the senior Delhi team preparing for
the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy.
Dedha along with 15 others
attacked Bhandari with hockey sticks,
cricket bats and rods and the former
pacer sustained injuries on his forehead and other body parts.
He was taken to hospital and
subsequently discharged after treatment while Delhi Police arrested
Dedha. He is currently under police
custody.
DDCA president Rajat Sharma
said that there will be a meeting held
on Wednesday to decide the quantum of punishment. He said as of
now, life ban on Dedha seemed a
mere formality.
"We have a meeting tomorrow
but as our former captain Gautam
Gambhir has suggested, I think
there is no other option left apart
from imposing a life ban on this man
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tan Wawrinka benefitted from a
Benoit Paire collapse, with the Swiss
Scarving
out a 7-6(7/4), 6-1 win on

Anuj Dedha. Whatever he has done,
he only deserves exemplary punishment," Sharma said on Tuesday.
The DDCA president informed
that he has summoned all age group
selectors as well as some distinguished former cricketers for a meeting.
"We need to discuss selection
issues but I want to assure all selectors that they should continue to fearlessly select sides. I am with them. I
have met the Lt Governor Anil
Baijal and requested him to ask the
police authorities to probe all angles.
I would like to know if there is any
deep rooted conspiracy in this
attack," Sharma added.

Monday at the Rotterdam Open.
After fighting through a 45-minute
first set the 33-year-old Wawrinka
needed just 26 more minutes to salt
away the first-round victory as the
moody Paire had unleashed a trademark racquet smash after dropping the
opening set.
The frustrated 58th-ranked
Frenchman made little effort in the second set, phoning it in with apparent disinterest as Wawrinka took complete
charge.
The field is headed by Asia's top
player, Kei Nishikori of Japan, who
opens in his tournament debut on
Tuesday against Montpellier finalist
Pierre-Hugues Herbert of France.
In other first-round results on
Monday, Italian veteran Andreas Seppi
outlasted Peter Gojowczyk of Germany
7-6(7/3), 3-6, 6-2 while Kazakh Mikhail
Kukushkin beat Dutchman Robin
Haase, a quarter-finalist here in 2018
who lost to Roger Federer, 6-2, 7-6(7/4).

