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Indian on Tuesday trashed
Pakistan Prime Minister

Imran Khan’s offer to probe the
Pulwama terror attack  and
highlighted the fact that  Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) and its
leader Masood Azhar are based
in Pakistan, which should be
sufficient proof for Islamabad
to take action against them.

India also said disclaiming
Pakistan’s link with terrorist
attacks is an oft-repeated
excuse by the “nerve centre” of
terrorism.

“The Prime Minister of
Pakistan has offered to inves-
tigate the matter if India pro-
vides proof. This is a lame
excuse. In the horrific attack in
Mumbai on 26/11, proof was
provided to Pakistan. Despite
this, the case has not pro-
gressed for the last more than
10 years. Likewise, on the ter-
ror attack on Pathankot airbase,
there has been no progress.
Promises of ‘guaranteed action’
ring hollow given the track
record of Pakistan,” the MEA
said in a statement.

India’s seven-point hard
hitting response came hours
after Khan said he would act
against the perpetrators of the
Pulwama attack if India shares
“actionable intelligence”, but
warned against any retaliatory
action. 

In a video message to the
nation, Khan responded to the

Indian allegations on Pakistan’s
involvement in the attack in
Kashmir last Thursday. The
suicide attack by Pakistan-
based JeM terror group left 44
CRPF personnel dead. 

News agency PTI quoted
Khan as saying that he under-
stood it was India’s election year
and the narrative of blaming
Pakistan would make it easier
to get votes from the masses
but he hoped that better sense
will prevail and that India
would be open to dialogue. He
said Delhi holds Pakistan
responsible each time an inci-
dent happens in Kashmir and
makes Pakistan its “whipping
boy” again and again.

“The Kashmir issue like the
Afghan issue will be resolved
through talks,” he said.

“If you have any actionable
intelligence that a Pakistani is
involved. Give it to us. I guar-
antee you we will take action -
not because we are under pres-
sure, but because they are act-
ing as enemies of Pakistan,” he
said.

“I have been hearing and
seeing on the Indian media that
politicians there are calling for
revenge from Pakistan. If India
thinks it will attack Pakistan,
then we will not just think but
retaliate.”

“If someone is using
Pakistan’s soil [to carry out ter-
ror attacks elsewhere], it is
enmity with us. It is against our
interests,” Khan said while talk-

ing about non-state actors.
He said he did not respond

to India’s allegations as he was
busy with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman’s visit
to the country. “India accused
Pakistan without any evidence
and without thinking  how this
[attack] would benefit us,” he
added. 

In its  statement, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said India was not surprised
that Khan refused to acknowl-
edge the attack on India’s secu-
rity forces in Pulwama as an act
of terrorism, adding his offer to
investigate the attack if pro-
vided proof is a “lame excuse”.

“Disclaiming any link
between the terrorist attack
and Pakistan is an oft-repeat-
ed excuse by Pakistan. The
Pakistani Prime Minister has
ignored claims made by the
JeM, as well as by the terrorist,
who perpetrated this heinous
crime,” the MEA said.

“It is a well-known fact that
JeM and its leader Masood
Azhar are based in Pakistan.
These should be sufficient
proof for Pakistan to take
action,” it said.

Rubbishing Pakistan claim
to be the greatest victim of ter-
rorism but this is far from
truth, the MEA said, “The
international community is
well acquainted with the real-
ity that Pakistan is the nerve
centre of terrorism.” 

The MEA t also came
down hard on the Pakistan
Prime Minister for his com-
ments linking India’s upcoming
general elections to the narra-
tive of blaming Pakistan. He
said it would make it easier to
get votes from the masses. “It

is regrettable that the Pakistani
Prime Minister has insinuated
that India’s response to the
terrorist attack is determined
by the forthcoming general

election,” the MEA said. 
Rejecting the “false allega-

tion”, the MEA said India’s
democracy was a model for the
world which Pakistan would
never understand. “We
demand Pakistan to stop mis-
leading the international com-
munity and take credible and
visible action against the per-
petrators of Pulwama terrorist
attack and other terrorists and
terror groups operating from
areas under their control,” it
said.

On Khan’s reference to

build a new Pakistan, the MEA
said, “In this ‘Naya Pakistan,M
ministers of the current
Government publicly share
platforms with terrorists like
Hafeez Saeed who have been
proscribed by the United
Nations.”

“Pakistan’s Prime Minister
has called for dialogue and
expressed his readiness to talk
about terrorism. India has
repeatedly stated that it is ready
to engage in a comprehensive
bilateral dialogue in an atmos-
phere free from terror and
violence,” the MEA said. 
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The All India Dravida
Munnetra Kazhakam

(AIADMK), which looked vul-
nerable and weak till Monday
sprang a surprise on Tuesday
by forming a mega-alliance
with the BJP and the PMK to
fight the upcoming Lok Sabha
election. The BJP would con-
test five out of the total 39 seats
at stake from Tamil Nadu while
the PMK has been allocated
seven seats.

But the efforts to rope in
DMDK leader Vijayakanth into
the AIADMK-led front
remained a non-starter as the
efforts by the BJP leader Piyush
Goyal who is in charge of
Tamil Nadu BJP did not bear
fruit despite an hour-long dis-
cussion with the former. “In
politics, there is something by
name personal human rela-
tionship also. My visit was to

enquire about the health and
well being of Vijayakanth and
wish him all the best. My
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and party chief Amit Shah
had asked me to convey their
regards to Vijayakanth,” said
Goyal while speaking to
reporters after the meeting.
He also disclosed that alliance
talks would continue with the
DMDK leadership.

Tuesday morning saw S
Ramadoss, the founder of the
PMK and accompanied by his
entourage of party leaders dri-
ving down to Hotel Crown
Plaza in Chennai where Chief
Minister Edappadi
Palaniswamy and Deputy Chief
Minister O Panneerselvam
were waiting for him.

Within minutes of
exchanging pleasantries, the
AIADMK and the PMK 
signed a deal allocating seven
Lok Sabha constituencies 
to the latter. 

It was also agreed to allo-
cate a Rajya Sabha seat to the
PMK while the latter would
support the AIADMK in the
bypolls to be held on 21
Assembly seats in the State.
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The International Court of
Justice on Tuesday refused

to entertain Pakistan’s request
to adjourn the hearing in the
case of Kulbhushan Jadhav to
appoint a new ad-hoc judge.

The four-day hearing in the
Jadhav case opened on Monday
at the ICJ headquarters in The
Hague amid heightened ten-
sions between India and
Pakistan following one of the
worst terror attacks in Jammu
& Kashmir by Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammad terror
group that killed at least 40
CRPF soldiers. 

Pakistan, which is pre-
senting its case, asked the judge
to adjourn the case, citing the
illness of its ad-hoc judge.
Tassaduq Hussain Jillani, the
ad-hoc judge for Pakistan in
the ICJ, suffered a cardiac
attack ahead of the hearing. 

Attorney General Anwar
Mansoor Khan, who is repre-
senting Pakistan, at the start of
the hearing, said, “We applied
our right provided to us that we
can appoint an ad hoc judge. 

“But since our judge is
indispensable at this point. In
light of the above Pakistan
would like to place before the
court that another judge to be
sworn in which right has been

provided under article 35-5 and
the judge be given ample
amount of time to go through
the briefings before going
ahead with arguments.” 

But the ICJ declined
Pakistan’s plea and asked it to
continue argument in the
absence on the ad-hoc judge.  

On the first day of hearing,
India urged the ICJ to annul
Jadhav’s death sentence and
order his immediate release,
saying the verdict by a Pakistani
military court based on a “far-
cical case” hopelessly fails to
satisfy even the minimum stan-
dards of due judicial process.

Jadhav, a retired Indian
Navy officer, was sentenced to
death by a Pakistani military
court on charges of “espionage
and terrorism” after a closed
trial in April 2017. His sen-
tencing evoked a sharp reaction
in India which moved the ICJ
in May the same year for the
“egregious violation” of the
provisions of the Vienna
Convention by Pakistan by
repeatedly denying New Delhi
consular access to the 48-year-
old Indian national. 

Under Article 31 of the
Statute of the Court, a State
party to a case before the ICJ
may choose a person to sit as
judge ad hoc in that specific
case. 
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In  a tragic incident,  two of
the IAF’s aerobatic team

Surya Kiran crashed mid-air,
killing a pilot and injuring two
who ejected to safety during a
rehearsal for the Wednesday’s
Aero India show, in Bengaluru

on Tuesday around 11.50 am. 
Video clips showed the

two jets crashing to the ground
after mid-air collision and
bursting into flames  in a bushy
area in a residential layout
near Yelahanka airbase.

Thick plumes of black
smoke were seen billowing

from the mishap site moments
later, with a man in the video
yelling “Oh my God, oh my
God.” According to police
sources, the Hawk jets were
performing a manoeuvre when
one was flying inverted carry-
ing a pilot and the other below
it with two pilots moments
before they hit each other and
spun out of control.     

“There were three pilots,
one has died, two are safe with
injuries,” DGP Fire Services M
N Reddi, who rushed to the
mishap site, tweeted

One of the three aircrews
of the aircraft, Wg Cdr V T
Shelke and Sqn Ldr T J Singh
ejected. However Wg Cdr Sahil
Gandhi sustained fatal injuries,
it said.   The two aircrew have
been airlifted to AIF command
hospital, Bengaluru, it said.
A Court of Inquiry will inves-
tigate the cause of the accident,
the statement said. 

“I’m aware of it (incident),”
Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said, but did not
elaborate.
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Despite reports that recent
rain and hailstorm in key

growing States have impacted
the wheat crop, the Ministry of
Agriculture has claimed that
the wheat output might cross
100 million tonnes, an all-
time high level.

As per agriculture data,
sowing of wheat, the main rabi
(winter) crop, is almost com-
plete and the acreage under the
crop has reached 298.47 lakh
hectare till last week, slightly
lower than 299.84 lakh hectare
in one year ago. 

“As compared to 622.12
lakh hectares planted in 2017-
18, the sowing covered only
591.64 lakh hectares during
rabi crop season this year. In
other words, 30 lakh hectare
less planted this year during
rabi crop season,” the
Agriculture Ministry said. 

On the other hand, farm-

ers have claimed that recent
hailstorm and untimely rain
damaged the quality of wheat
crop, pulses, potatoes and
onions. Wheat production
stood at a record 99.70 million
tonne in 2017-18 crop year
(July-June). 

The final assessment is yet
to be made on the damage of
rabi crops due to hailstorm and
untimely rain.

“No negative impact of
rain on the wheat crop report-
ed so far. There may be some
minor impact in patches,”
Indian Council of Agriculture
Research (ICAR) Director
General Trilochan Mohapatra
said.
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One of the top Army com-
manders of the Indian

Army in Kashmir on Tuesday
did some plain speak by direct-
ly blaming Pakistan’s intelli-
gence agency ISI, along with
terrorist organisation, Jaish-e-
Mohammad for the recent
Pulwama attack that left over
40 CRPF personnel dead.

Addressing a joint Press
conference in Srinagar, 15
corps commander Lt-Gen KJS
Dhillon reassured Army’s com-
mitment that terrorists enter-
ing the Kashmir will not go
back alive.

“In a Kashmiri society,
mother has great role to play.
Through you, I would request
the mothers of Kashmir to
please request their sons who
have joined terrorism to sur-
render and get back to main-
stream. Anyone who has
picked up gun will 
be killed and eliminated, 
unless he surrenders,” Dhillon
reiterated.  

He said, “They (forces)
were tracking the top JeM
leadership in the Valley. I am
happy to inform the country
that in less than 100 hours, the
top JeM leadership has been
eliminated.”
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In a major boost to India’s
efforts to get JeM chief

Masood Azhar on the list of
global terrorists, France will be
moving a proposal at the UN
in a “couple of days” to ban the
head of the UN-proscribed
group, French sources said on
Tuesday.

Pakistan-based outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) has
claimed responsibility of the
Pulwama terror strike. 

The French sources said
that it will insist on maintain-
ing Pakistan on the “grey list”
of countries at the ongoing
meet of the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) in Paris. 

Pakistan was placed on
the FATF grey list in June
2018 and put on notice to be
blacklisted by October 
2019 if it did not curb money
laundering and terror 
financing. 
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Khallari police seized roughly �11 crore cash amount
in denominations of �2,000 and �500 from a car dur-

ing a routine patrolling and detained four persons.  
Additional Superintendent of Police Vedvrat Sirmour

informed “The cash amount is �10.90 crore. It was kept in
specially constructed box behind the back seat of the car.’’

“Four people, Driver Banwari Jat s/o Dilip Singh (40),
Prahlad s/o Ajal Lal Baghel (30), Mohammed Ibrahim (45)
and his wife Nazma (35), all from Agra were travelling in
the Toyota Etios car having registration no-UP 80 EQ 9681.
All persons have been taken into police custody for further
interrogation after seizure of the vehicle and the huge cash
money,” Sirmour said.

The primary investigation revealed that the cash
amount belonged to a businessman based at Agra,
Awdhesh Agrawal.

Sirmour said, “Further investigation is required to
ascertain the source of money and other related details.
At present interrogation is in progress only after which fur-
ther details will be revealed.” 
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Israel has offered uncondi-
tional help to India in

defending itself, especially
against terrorism, asserting
that “there is no limit” to its
assistance, an assurance which
assumes significance amid
demands that the Government
should consider Israeli-type
retaliation to terror strikes.

The comments by newly-
appointed Israeli envoy Dr
Ron Malka came in response to
a question on up to what extent
Jerusalem will go to help India
which has been a victim of ter-
rorism. 

Last Thursday, in one of
the deadliest attacks in Jammu
and Kashmir, Pakistan-based
terror outfit JeM killed 40
CRPF personnel after which
there have been growing
demands that the government
should explore Israeli-type anti-
terror operations. Israeli mili-
tary is known for its precise and
quick strikes.

“Whatever India needs to
defend itself there is no limit.
We are here to help our close
friend India to defend itself
specially against terrorism
because terrorism is the prob-
lem of the world and not only
of India and Israel,” Malka
told PTI in an interview early

last week. 
Emphasising that the world

should fight terrorism and
eliminate it by collaborating, he
said, “So, we help India, share
our knowledge, share our tech-
nique because we really want to
help our really important
friend.”  

The 52-year old Malka,
who was in Israeli military
service from where he retired
with the rank of Full Colonel,
said Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu told him that India
was a very “important partner,
very important friend and he
wants to collaborate to enhance
ties and deepen them... To
share our knowledge.”
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday expressed concern

over thousands of illegal
migrants being kept in detention
centres for years in Assam with-
out being repatriated or deport-
ed to their countries of origin.

“Don’t you think some
explanation is called from State
Government as to why these
people are detained for such a
long period? Many of them
have been detained for last 9-
10 years. What is the justifica-
tion,” a bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi asked
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta.

Mehta, who was appearing
for the Assam Government,
said there was a need for evolv-
ing a mechanism for repatriat-
ing them and it should be
done expeditiously.

The Solicitor General
explained the nitty gritty
involved in dealing with the ille-
gal migrants whose verification
were done to determine their
nationality before deporting
them from the detention centres.

However, the bench, also
comprising justices L
Nageswara Rao and Sanjiv
Khanna, raised several issues
connected with the detention
centre and said that the
detainees cannot be held for
indefinite period. 

“For all these years, the liv-
ing condition at the detention
centre are far from satisfacto-
ry. People are detained for the
last 10 years. You are unable to
repatriate them,” the bench
said adding that “condition in
the detention centre are sub-
human and it is pathetic.”   

The bench, which agreed
to the request of the solicitor
general to give him two weeks’
time to address the concerns
raised by it, posted the matter
for March 13.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday granted protec-

tion from arrest in all cases reg-
istered against former IPS offi-
cer Bharati Ghosh, who had
recently joined the BJP.

A bench headed by Justice
AK Sikri said no coercive
action should be taken against
her and posted the matter for
further hearing after three
weeks.

Ghosh, once considered
close to Mamata Banerjee, had
moved the apex court seeking
protection from arrest, saying
the West Bengal government
has registered 10 FIRs against
her.

She said that apex court
had already granted protection
from arrest in seven cases but
the state has registered three
more FIRs against her.

The West Bengal govern-
ment opposed the plea of
Ghosh and said there are clear
evidences against her and sub-
mitted a transcript of a pur-
ported conversation between
Ghosh and her personal secu-
rity officer.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it will hear

afresh the Centre’s review plea
against its verdict along with the
new petitions filed against the
amendments to the SC/ST Act as
the old bench has now changed.

The top court listed all the
matters on March 26 and said
it will hear them continuously
for three days.

The Centre has filed the
review petition against the  last
year’s March 20 verdict by
which the top court, taking
note of rampant misuse of the
stringent SC/ST Act against
government servants and pri-
vate individuals, had diluted
the arrest provisions.

A bench of Justices UU
Lalit and Indu Malhotra said
that since the old bench which
comprised Justice (retd) Adarsh
Goel has changed, all the mat-
ters will now be heard afresh.

“The old bench comprising
Justice Goel, which heard the
Centre’s review petition for
quite some time has changed
due to the retirement, it would
be appropriate if all the peti-
tions are heard de novo
(afresh). List the matter on
March 26,” the bench said.

It clarified that the hearing
will continue for three consec-
utive days and if need arises
then it can be taken over for
one or two days more.
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Giving up the restraint it
showed so far, the

Congress on Tuesday attacked
the Government over the
Pulwama terror attack, alleging
“huge security lapses” and ask-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to “walk the talk”. The
Congress in the last few days
had avoided directly attacking
the Government after party
chief Rahul Gandhi said that
his party is not going to have
any conversation over the next
couple of days other than the
fact that “our most beloved
people have been killed, their
families need us, and we are
going to stand with them”. 

Congress spokesperson
Abhishek Manu Singhvi said
Modi in his run up to the cam-
paign in 2014 made highly
provocative statements includ-
ing resignation calls for then PM
(Manmohan Singh) at smallest
incident. “We do not do so post
Uri, post Parliament attack,
post Pulwama. But huge secu-
rity lapses have to be plugged for
no recurrence,” he said.

The party also questioned
“huge security lapses” including
the “ridiculous idea” of moving
2,500 jawans in 78 vehicles at
one go, allowing any civilian
vehicle on road simultaneous-
ly, ignoring direct written intel-
ligence reports on Jaish suicide
attack since December 2018.

Another senior Congress
leader Kapil Sibal also hit out
at the government over the
Pulwama terror attack on
Tuesday. “Modi ji you say: It’s
over, the time to talk. You may
be right, but: It’s time to walk
the talk,” he said in a tweet.

Senior Congress leader
Ahmed Patel termed Saudi
Arabia signing a slew of invest-
ment agreements worth USD 20
billion with Pakistan as “unfor-
tunate” and said he expected
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to convey the nation’s senti-
ments to the crown prince of that
country during bilateral talks.

“As Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman arrives
in Delhi, his decision to reward
Pakistan by giving them a USD
20 billion package, 96 hours
after our jawans were martyred
is most unfortunate. I expect the
Prime Minister to convey the
nation’s sentiments to the Saudi
Arabian delegation,” he added.

Meanwhile, senior
Congress leader Digvijaya
Singh urged his party colleague
Navjot Singh Sidhu, engulfed in
a political row over remarks fol-
lowing the Pulwama attack, to
convince his “friend” and
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan to act against terrorists.

Singh’s tongue-in-cheek
remarks come amid the con-
troversy over Sidhu’s comments
asking whether an entire nation
could be blamed “for a handful
of people”. “I know Modi ‘bhak-

ts’ are going to troll me for this
but I don’t care. Imran Khan a
cricketer who I admire, can’t
take on these Muslim funda-
mentalists and ISI sponsored
terrorist groups, I can’t believe,”
Singh said in a series of tweets.

He also asked the Pakistan
Prime Minister to show “guts”
and hand over Hafiz Saeed and
Masood Azhar to India,
terming them as “self-con-
fessed perpetrators of terror”.
Khan would not only bail
Pakistan out of the financial
crisis, but also be the front run-
ner for Nobel Peace Prize for
doing so, he said.

“Navjot Singh Sidhu ji apne
dost Imran bhai ko samjhaiye.
Uskii vajah se aap ko gali padh
rahi hai (Convince your friend
Imran. You (Sidhu) are getting
abused because of him),” the
former Madhya Pradesh chief
minister said.

Singh also called for stop-
ping “unnecessary persecution”
of innocent Kashmiri students
and traders across the country.
“Do we want Kashmir with the
Kashmiris or without
Kashmiris? We as a nation
have to make a choice,” he said.

“We are all to be blamed.
Can’t we for sometime sweep
our political differences under
the carpet and come together
to bring back the communal
harmony and Kashmiri
Muslim and Kashmiri Hindu
brotherhood...Which was the
hallmark of J&K?” Singh said.
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Aturbaned Sikh, barred
from participating in a

sporting event without a helmet
or protective gear, cannot claim
discrimination or interference
with his religious rights, the
Supreme Court said on
Tuesday.

The top court refused to
interfere with the alleged dis-
qualification of a Delhi-based
50-year-old Sikh cycling enthu-
siast from a long-distance
cycling event for refusing to
wear a helmet.

A bench of Justices SA
Bobde, SK Kaul and Deepak
Gupta also took strong excep-
tion to the submission of peti-
tioner Jagdeep Singh Puri that
if Army can allow a Sikh to
wear a turban on the line of
duty, how can the organisers of
a sporting event object.

Senior advocate RS Suri,
appearing for Puri who is a
graphic designer, said that if a
Sikh can be allowed to wear a tur-
ban in the Indian Armed Forces
then why can’t he be allowed to
wear it in a sporting event.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday decided not to

pass any order directing per-
sonal presence of West Bengal
Chief Secretary, DGP and for-
mer Kolkata Police
Commissioner before it in con-
nection with the Saradha chit
fund scam in which they have
been issued a contempt notice.

“We are not passing any
order. We will take up this mat-
ter tomorrow,” said a bench
comprising Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justices LN
Rao and Sanjiv Khanna.

According to the February
5 order, the matter was listed on
whether Chief Secretary Malay
Kumar De, DGP Virendra
Kumar and Rajeev Kumar, for-
mer Kolkata Police
Commissioner would be
ordered to appear personally
before the court on February 20
after the perusal of their affi-
davits filed yesterday.

Kumar was on Monday
shifted as Additional Director
General of Police (ADG) and
Inspector General of Police
(IGP), Criminal Investigation

Department (CID), West
Bengal.

The apex court on
February 5 had issued con-
tempt notice to the trio on CBI
allegations that they obstruct-
ed the agency and there was
tampering with the electronic
evidence in the cases arising
out of the Saradha chit fund
scam.

The top court had said that
after perusing their affidavits,
a decision would be taken
whether their personal appear-
ance would be required or not
and if needed, the Secretary
General, apex court would
inform them.
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Afour-day Agricultural
Science Congress will com-

mence on Wednesday with an
aim to deliberate on doubling
farmers’ income by 2022 with
a spotlight on transformation
through farm innovation.  

Agriculture Minister
Radha Mohan Singh will inau-
gurate the event being organ-
ised by the National Academy
of Agricultural Science (NASS),
Indian Council of Agriculture
Research(ICAR) and Indian
Agricultural Research Institute
(IARI) at Pusa complex. 

“The theme of the Congress
is ‘Innovations for Agricultural
Transformation’ which is high-
ly topical at the juncture when
the government is making all
efforts to lessen the agrarian cri-
sis and improve welfare of farm-
ers through enhancing income,”
NASS President Panjab Singh
told reporters.

The Congress provides a
single platform for agri-scien-
tific community to discuss the
problems and plan out a new
strategy at a time when the
prime minister has given a tar-
get of doubling farmers’ income
by 2022, said ICAR Director
General Trilochan Mohapatra.

The Congress, organised
once every two years, will
showcase agriculture not only
as the main source of employ-
ment and livelihood security
for nearly 50 per cent of the
country’s population, but also
as a business opportunity, ser-
vice provider, industry and
ecosystem protector.

Reflecting on the journey
from green revolution to gene
revolution, the Congress will
underpin the need for innovation
to drive congruent acceleration
of productivity, profitablility, sus-
tainability and inclusivity.
Director of IARI A K Singh said
that there will showcase of tech-
nolongies being used in the areas
of crops, animal husbandry, fish-
eries and horticulture.

About 2,000 delegates from
17 countries are expected to
attend the event that will end on
February 23. There will be 10
thematic areas, 32 technical
sessions which will cover the
cutting edge area of science and
technology such as genomics,
genomic selection, genome edit-
ing, speed breeding, protected
cultivation, vertical farming,
drones, remote sensing and
post harvest management crops.
A convention hall will also be
unveiled on the occasion.
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Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh on

Wednesday launched emer-
gency helpline number 112
for women security and imme-
diate assistance to anyone in
distress in 16 states. The 112
helpline is an integration of
police (100), fire (101) and
women (1090) helpline num-
bers. The health helpline (108)
will be integrated with it soon.

Launching the ‘112’
helpline, under the Emergency
Response Support System
(ERSS), Home Minister
Rajnath Singh said the central
government is committed to
the safety of citizens, particu-
larly women, for whom laws
were changed to ensure the
guilty is punished in a time-
bound manner. “The helpline
number ‘112’ will be activated
across the country by next
year and anyone in distress can
reach the helpline by pressing
a single key of phones which
will be pre-programmed,” he
said.

The 16 states and Union
Teritories are Andhra Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Punjab, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Telangana,
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat,
Puducherry, Lakshadweep,
Andaman, Dadar and Nagar

Haveli, Daman and Diu,
Jammu and Kashmir.

The ‘112’ helpline has
already been launched in
Himachal Pradesh and
Nagaland.

To access emergency ser-
vices, a person can dial ‘112’ on
a phone or press the power but-
ton of a smart phone three
times quickly to send a panic
call to the Emergency Response
Centre. In case of a normal
phone, a long press of the ‘5’ or
‘9’ key will activate the panic
call. People can also log onto
the ERSS website for the
respective state and send an
emergency email or SOS alert
to state ERC. They can use 

‘112’ India mobile app,
which is available free on
Google Play Store and Apple
Store. The single number for
emergency services is similar to
‘911’ in the United States.

The Home Minister said
safe city implementation mon-
itoring portal will instill a sense
of security in women in metro
cities. “The Government has
identified eight cities for imple-
mentation of safe city projects
in first phase at a cost of Rs
2,919 crore. The cities are
Ahmedabad, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, Lucknow and
Mumbai. The projects are
funded under Nirbhaya Fund
scheme,” he said.
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Preliminary probe into the
Pulwama attack has

revealed that there was virtu-
ally no movement of civilian
vehicles in the vicinity two and
a half hours before the suicide
bomber hit the CRPF convoy
killing at least 40 paramilitary
personnel on February 14.  

The alarming finding is
being probed by the agencies to
ascertain if the locals were aware
about the impending attack.
The probe assumes significance
as it will help in ascertaining the
level of local support for the
Jaish-e-Mohammad squad that
executed the deadliest terror
strike in the Valley in the last
three decades, sources said. 

Meanwhile, the NIA has
called many witnesses for ques-
tioning including three persons
whose call detail records sug-
gest several calls were made to
some unknown numbers in the
run up to the terror strike. 

While the impact of the
blast was such that one of the
buses of the CRPF convoy was
turned into a lump of mangled
remains even as other buses
also bore the brunt, not a sin-
gle civilian vehicle came under
its impact. According to the
policy then prevalent, civilian
vehicles were allowed to ply
during movement of paramil-
itary convoys. 

“The role of the locals in

logistical support to the JeM
module is being probed even as
the chemical analysis of the
explosives used in the blast is
awaited,” an official privy to the
probe said. 

While the NIA suspects the
explosive used in the suicide
bombing to be ammonium
nitrate as foul smell was emit-
ted after explosion, the distinct
feature is missing in case of
RDX. However, the Jammu
and Kashmir police estimates
suggest the chemical used in
the fidayeen attack to be RDX. 

The inputs for the retalia-
tory strike by the security
forces on Monday in which
three JeM commanders were
liquidated came from the
sources in the Hizbul
Mujahideen, also a terror group
but is ostensibly sidelined off
late by their masters in the
Pakistan army and the ISI,
sources said.  

On Monday, the security
forces killed three Jaish teror-
rists, including outfit’s com-
mander Kamran who was a key
aide of the main conspirator of
the Pulwama suicide car bomb-
ing on the CRPF, Abdul Rashid
Ghazi. 

Kamran had infiltrated
Jammu and Kashmir in
December last year along with
Abdul Rashid Ghazi and
Mohammad Umer, a nephew
of JeM chief Maulana Masood
Azhar to avenge the killing of
Jaish commanders Usman and
Talha Rashid by the security
forces. Both  Usman and
Rashid were nephews of Azhar. 

Kamran, a Pakistani nation-
al, was the key Jaish comman-
der for the Pulwama conspira-
cy who was tasked with radi-
calisation of local youths and
their recruitment into JeM.
Kamran’s role was being probed
in the February 14 attack.
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Congress General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi has

sought some more time from
the party to kick-start her
General elections campaign in
the crucial State of Uttar
Pradesh. While Priyanka has
asked the party workers to
start aggressively right from
booth level and then hit the
streets taking to the people the
ideology of the party and the
good works of the past
Congress regimes, she con-
veyed her availability for the
full-fledged campaign from
only the second week of March. 

AICC sources close to her
said that Priyanka, who entered
into active politics early this
month, is still trying to grasp
more of the Purvanchal equa-
tion so that she does not falter
in the the high voltage Lok
Sabha campaign. Priyanka is
incharge of the Eastern UP
which has 41 Lok Saha seats
including that of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Varanasi. 

“Before she goes full throt-
tle and makes UP her home
until the elections are held she
wants to do proper homework.
She has engaged party workers
and formed an intelligence

team to gather all information
pertaining to each Assembly
constituency of all the
Parliamentary seats under her
charge. She wants everything to
be on finger tips and for that
she needs time. Probably by
March second week she will
start her campaign,” sources
close to Priyanka said.  

In a meeting with party
workers on Monday she said
they should not expect a “mir-
acle” from her and the party’s
performance depends on its
booth-level organisation. She
asked the Congress workers to
strengthen the booth-level
organisation of the party.

Alongwith Priyanka,
Jyotiraditya Scindia was also
appointed AICC general sec-
retary incharge for UP west.
Both the leaders have held a
series of discussions with party
workers both in Lucknow and
Delhi as the party is trying to
revive itself in the state where
it faces a challenge from the
BJP as well as an alliance of
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan
Samaj Party. 

Both the rivals from UP,
the BSP and the SP recently
formed an alliance leaving
Congress alone in its fight to
take on sitting the BJP which
currently has 68 MPs of the
total of 80 Lok Sabha seats.
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As the Bills could not pass in
Rajya Sabha due to stiff

opposition, Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved ordinances to
prevent instant Triple Talaq,
amendments proposed in the
Indian Medical Council,
Companies Act. The Cabinet
meeting also approved increase
in the Dearness Allowance by 3
per cent effective from January
1, 2019, a move which will ben-
efit 1.1 crore central government
employees and pensioners.

The Triple Talaq bill which
seeks to make the practise of
talaq-e-biddat void, is pending
in Rajya Sabha. The bill will
lapse on June 3 with the disso-
lution of the present Lok Sabha.
The Cabinet has given its nod
to the Triple Talaq Ordinance,
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
said. Once signed by President
Ram Nath Kovind, the triple
talaq ordinance will come into
force for the third time in less
than one year.

The Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs (CCEA)
has approved the revision of
norms under Mid-Day Meal
Scheme with an outlay of
�12,054 Crore for 2019-20 in
addition to the subsidy of about
�8,000 crore borne by
Department of Food & Public
Distribution, said the statement
issued by the Government.
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Ahead of 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, the Union Cabinet

on Tuesday approved a project
Rapid Rail Transit System
(RRTS) connecting Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut covering a
distance of 82.15 kms.  The
project will cost �30, 274 crore.
The rapid rail will have a
design speed of 180 kmph and
will operate at 160 kmph. It is
expected to cater to nearly 7.4
lakh daily commuters as per
the detailed project report.
The rapid train will cover the
distance in 55 minutes from
Meerut to Delhi.  Presently,
traveler takes 2 to 3 hours to
complete the distance between
Delhi and Meerut.

Addressing after the cabi-
net meeting, Union Minister
Arun Jaitley said that the cen-
tral assistance to this project in
the form of grant and sub
ordinate debt will be Rs 5634
crore.  “The implementation of

this project will provide addi-
tional public transport infra-
structure to the National
Capital Region to address the
issue of congestion, air pollu-
tion, catalyse balanced and
sustainable regional develop-
ment,” 

As per proposal, there will
be 24 stations between Delhi
and Meerut. Of the total length
of 82.15 kms, 68.03 kms will be
elevated while 14.12 kms will
be underground. The RRTS
station can accommodate 12-
coach trains with superior
amenities is all set to change the
way India travels on rails.

The Sarai Kale Khan sta-
tion, the starting point of the
Delhi-Meerut corridor will be
a transit hub, with an existing
inter-state bus terminal, the
Hazrat Nizamuddin Railway
Station, and the upcoming
Delhi Metro station, on the
Pink Line, which you can read
about here.

The trains will have the
facilities of universal access,
which means differently-abled
people won’t have an issue
embarking or disembarking.
The stations will have platform
screen doors, and trains will be
loaded with safety features for
safety and stability at high
speeds.
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Chhattisgarh Assembly Speaker Charandas Mahant, Tourism and Culture Minister Tamradwaj Sahu

and others perform ‘Mahanadi Arti’ on Tuesday at Rajim, the confluence of three rivers, to mark

beginning of the famous annual ‘Rajim Maghi Punni Mela. 

STAFF REPORTER n BILASPUR

SECL was awarded ‘The Best Organisation to
Work Award’ in the Global

HR Excellence Awards catego-
ry on February 15th 2019. The
Award was presented at the
World HRD Congress in
Mumbai.

The award was received by
Y Arun Roa, APM, Sohagpur
Area, SECL and Sudhanshu
Shekhar, Assistant Manager
(Personnel), DP Secretariat,
SECL HQ. The award was
unanimously decided by a
panel of experts and renowned
professionals in the field.

Recently, several initiatives
like imparting training to
Apprentice Trainees under the
provisions of Apprentice Act as
a part of the central government’s Skill

Development Scheme, escalation of medical
facilities provided to employees, massive work
undertaken under CSR initiative, steps taken

for employee welfare like
decent housing for better
quality of life, and various
such measures were largely
applauded by the employees
as well as the HR fraternity at
large. These initiatives have
not only enhanced employee
satisfaction but also have con-
tributed immensely towards
achievement of Coal produc-
tion targets. No wonder,
SECL is the largest coal pro-
ducing subsidiary of Coal
India Limited.

‘The Best Organization to
Work Award’ at the World
HRD Congress upholds the

good work with human face, in SECL.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel said on Tuesday
that his government would make every possible

effort to promote Sanskrit language.
On the occasion of Magh Purnima, Chief

Minister was addressing the felicitation programme
of Sanskrit Scholars and meritorious students organ-
ised by Chhattisgarh Sanskrit Vidya Mandalam at his
residence.

Chief Minister said, ``our Ved, Puraan, Geeta
and other scriptures are written in Sanskrit language.
We should not forget our roots. Sanskrit scholars and
students in Chhattisgarh are nourishing this lan-
guage and facilitating development.’’ Baghel said in
context of Gahira Guru Ashram that moral values
being inculcated in students in this ashram are exem-
plary and incomparable. The programme was attend-
ed School Education Minister and Chhattisgarh
Vidyamandalam Chairman Prem Sai Singh Tekam,

MLA Chintamani Maharaj and Vice-Chancellor of
Pt Ravishankar Shukla University Dr KL Verma as
special guests of the occasion.

Cong govt to promote

Sanskrit, says Baghel

SECL bags ‘The Best

Organisation to Work Award’STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Electoral Officer
office Master trainer Pullak

Bhattacharya said a common man can
go through the details of election
expenses submitted by the candidates
by paying just Re 1.

Election Commission of India
(ECI) for ensuring impartiality, free
and fair polls, has fixed the election
expense for Lok Sabha candidate as Rs
70 lakh. Bhattacharya was imparting
training to officials involved in moni-
toring the election expenses at
Kondagaon.

During Lok Sabha election, team
will monitor all the suspected deal-
ings, transportation and business
which can have capacity to influence
the election process. If the candidate
has any difference or controversy over
expenses, he/she can approach the
District Expense Observer to resolve
it.

The nodal officer for monitoring

election expenses will keep tab on all
the political parties and its candidates
along with their publicity campaign
and public relations activities. Based
on it, the election expenses can be
recorded.

Master trainer Shrikant Verma
said, “The video recording team
records the daily political activities of
the candidates. The copy of it can be
obtained by the common man by pay-
ing Rs 300. The teams go through the
recordings and estimate the expenses
to record it.”

The trainers informed that those
candidates not submitting the election
related expenses, providing wrong
information or spending more than
the limit can be punished under differ-
ent provisions. 

ECI can debar the candidate for
contesting election for next three
years. Action can be initiated against
the candidate under different sections
of Indian Penal Code.

Pay Re 1 to know candidates’
election expenses

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Bhupesh Baghel government has
taken a policy decision that ‘out-

sourcing’ would not be allowed in the
state for recruitments of non-PSC
posts in government departments,
said Higher Education Minister
Umesh Patel while replying to a query
of Janta Congress Chhattisgarh (JCC)
(J) legislator, Ajit Jogi in the state
assembly on Tuesday.

Jogi wanted to know if there was
any provision in the ongoing direct
recruitments that only local youth
could compete in it. It seems from the
advertisement that it does not favour
local youth, Jogi said. Patel replied
that there was a paper of general
knowledge in the recruitments which
includes curriculum from the
Chhattisgarh and the youth of state
would be benefitted from it. Jogi cit-

ing the case of Madhya Pradesh
demanded to reserve 70% of the posts
for the youth of the state.

BJP legislators Ajay Chandrakar
and Shivratan Sharma later demanded
figures and other details of outsourc-
ing being done by the previous govern-
ment. The Chair while intervening
into the matter said the list might be
lengthy and the minister would make
him available later on.

‘Outsourcing’
has no space in
Cong regime

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Raipur district
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

handed over a cheque
of Rs 4 lakh to the
father of a four-year-
old girl who died due
to drowning at Nehru
Ghat during holy dip at
confluence at Rajim on
occasion of ‘Magh
Punni Mela’ on
Tuesday.

Rajim is known as ‘Prayag’ of
Chhattisgarh and lakhs of devotees from dif-
ferent parts of state arrive to participate in the
event to take holy dip at the confluence during
this month.

As per information given, Gobra-
Navapara resident Jai Kumar’s daughter
Neelam was taking the holy dip when the
unfortunate incident took place.

Minor girl died at
Rajim confluence

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Opposition members of
Bharatiya Janata Party

created chaos in the state
assembly on Tuesday over
non-implementation of poll
promise by Congress gov-
ernment for providing
unemployment allowance
to the unemployed youth of
state.

The Higher Education,
Sports and Youth Welfare
minister, Umesh Patel,
answering to their query
during the Question Hour
assured the house that the
state government was com-
mitted towards the fulfill-
ment of poll promise and
very soon they will start
providing the allowance to
the unemployed youth.

Grilling the minister,
BJP MLAs Shivratan
Sharma and Ajay
Chandrakar were demand-
ing the exact date and
details of criterion and
amount of allowance from
the minister in the House.
The Minister assured them
that it would be done at the
earliest.

In written reply to the
query the minister had
informed that there were
23,25,085 registered unem-
ployed in the state as per
figures available by
December 31, 2018.

The maximum numbers
of unemployed are in Durg
district with 28,84,87
persons while Sukma
records the lowest with just
8278.

House witnesses uproar over
unemployment allowance

No one died
in CIMS fire
incident: Min
RAIPUR: No one died in the fire
incident that took place in
Chhattisgarh Institute of Medical
Sciences (CIMS) in Bilaspur around
a month ago.

H e a l t h
M i n i s t e r
T . S .
S i n g h d e o
while reply-
ing to the
query of for-
mer minis-
ter and BJP
l e g i s l a t o r
Brijmohan
A g r a w a l

informed that it was not a fire inci-
dent but was just an accident due to
short circuit.

A three-member team was
formed to probe into the matter and
it didn’t find anyone guilty for the
incident, he informed.

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Rekha Nair, reported to
be the close aide of

suspended DG Mukesh
Gupta, has found herself in
the dock as Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
has unearthed dispropor-
tionate assets worth Rs 3
crore from her possession
in Raipur and huge prop-
erty in Kollam, Kerala,
officials said here on
Tuesday.

According to ACB
sources, the action was ini-
tiated on the directives of
Enforcement Directorate
(ED). State Economic
Offence Wing (EOW) offi-
cials have registered a case
against Nair and could
arrest her very soon.

Her passport will be
also seized to make sure
she is not able to move out
of India, officials further
said.

Meanwhile, EOW offi-
cials on Tuesday reached
Nair’s house to serve the
notice but she was not at

home and her family
members refused to accept
the notice. Notably, Nair
was believed to be closely
associated with suspended
cop DG Mukesh Gupta,
who was booted out for
illegal phone tapping by
the Congress government
recently.

Mukesh Gupta's steno booked 

Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB)
has unearthed
disproportionat
e assets worth
Rs 3 crore
from her
possession in
Raipur and
huge property
in Kollam,
Kerala

In disproportionate asset case
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Atearful adieu was given to
26-year-old Sepoy Hari

Singh Chauhan, a resident of
Rajgarh village in Haryana’s
Rewari district, who was mar-
tyred in an encounter with 
terrorists at Pulwama district in
Kashmir in the wee hours 
on Monday.

His last rites were per-
formed with full state honour
at his native village on Tuesday.

His body, draped in the
national flag, was brought in a
bedecked army vehicle to his
village Rajgarh as a large num-
ber of people paid their last
respects to the soldier.

A pall of gloom descended
in the village when body was
brought in the village by an
Army consignment.

The Army and police con-
tingents presented the guard of
honour to the martyr by revers-
ing their arms, while hundreds
of villagers gave a tearful
farewell to the son of the soil. 

Hari Singh, a Sepoy of the
Rashtriya Rifles, is survived by
his mother, wife, and a 10-

month-old son. He had joined
the Army in 2011 and was
inducted in the 20th battalion
of Army’s Grenadier regiment.
His father Agadi Singh had also
served in the Army.

Notably, three Jaish-e-
Mohammed terrorists were
killed in a fierce 16-hour

encounter in Pulwama on
Monday, in which an Army
major and four security forces
personnel including Hari Singh
had lost their lives.

On the behalf of
Government, Union Minister
Rao Inderjit Singh and
Haryana Education Minister

Ram Bilas Sharma paid rich
tributes to the martyr by laying
floral wreath on his mortal
remains. They also expressed
his condolences to the bereaved
family.

The villagers gathered at
the site demanded that the
Government should give a

befitting reply to Pakistan as it
was also clear who was behind
the attack on CRPF convoy in
Kashmir. Expressing condo-
lences on the martyrdom of
Sepoy Hari Singh, CM
Manohar Lal said soldiers from
Haryana have always made
supreme sacrifices for the
country.
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Former Haryana Chief
Minister OP Chautala, serv-

ing 10-year jail term in JBT
teachers recruitment scam, on
Tuesday approached the Delhi
High Court seeking direction to
the Government to release him
under the Centre’s 
policy for grant of special remis-

sion to prisoners.
The petition was mentioned

before a bench of Chief Justice
Rajendra Menon and Justice
VK Rao which allowed it to be
listed on Wednesday before an
appropriate bench.

The plea claimed that 83-
year-old Chautala should be
considered for his release 
considering his age and disabil-

ity as also the period of seven
years already undergone by him
in jail. The petition, filed through
advocate Amit Sahni, referred to
Central Government’s July 18,
2018 special remission notifica-
tion by which the relief could be
granted to certain categories of
prisoners and they were to be
released in three phases with
effect from October.
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Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on

Tuesday promised to protect
the depleting waters of the
State and to provide clean
drinking water to its people
while laying the foundation
stones of three large projects for
canal water supply in 409 vil-
lages in Patiala and Fatehgarh
districts.

The Chief Minister also
inaugurated a sewerage project
for a cluster of 10 villages near
Bahadurgarh in Patiala dis-
trict, where excess fluoride in
water is causing skeletal and
dental fluorosis.

Asserting that his govern-
ment would not allow its waters
to go out of the state, the Chief
Minister appealed to the peo-
ple not to waste the precious
resource and to use the deplet-
ing ground water judiciously.
“We will not leave anything for
our future generations if we
don’t care for our water,” he
warned while observing that
the ground water situation in
Punjab was precarious.
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Chandigarh: Lance Naik
Sandeep Singh (33) of 10 Para
Command, who was injured in
an encounter with terrorists at
Ratnipora in Jammu & Kashmir
on February 12, succumbed to
his injuries on Tuesday.

Sandeep, who hails from
the Faridabad’s Atali village,
was admitted in an Army hos-
pital in Srinagar. 

He got injured in an
encounter with terrorists at
Ratnipora area, Pulwama in the
intervening night of February
11 and 12. Sandeep had joined
the Army in 2005. PNS
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Twenty-two students were
arrested for protesting out-

side a college here demanding
expulsion of Kashmiri stu-
dents, police said on Tuesday.

They were arrested outside
the Uttaranchal College of
Science and Technology on
Sahastradhara Road on
Monday after they shouted
slogans demanding expulsion
of Kashmiri students,

Dehradun SSP Nivedita
Kukreti said.

They were later released on
bail. There have been a series
protests against Kashmiri stu-
dents in the city after the
Pulwama terror attack, with
even the authorities in Jammu
& Kashmir expressing con-
cerns over their safety.

The managements of two
city colleges even announced
they will not admit Kashmiri
students in the future following
the protests. However, Anil
Saini, Chairman of Alpine

College of Management and
Technology, one of the two col-
leges, told PTI that they were
forced to make the announce-
ment under pressure but have
taken no such decisions.

Baba Farid Institute of
Technology, which was the
other city-based institution to
give a similar commitment in
writing, also admitted that it
did so under pressure from a
mob. Authorities in Dehradun
have assured full safety and
security of the students from
J&K.
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In the last fifteen years (2003-
2018), India lost nearly

2,39,572 hectares of forest land
due to various developmental
activities such as mining, ther-
mal power plants, and dams
besides road construction.
Eight States -Punjab,
Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Kerala,
Arunanchal Pradesh and
Rajasthan accounted for half of
the total green land diversion
of 1,60,878 hectares of forest
land during the period. In
other words, the annual rate of
diversion of forest land for
infrastructure projects has been
at 15,971.48 hectare per year.

During this period, the
Union Environment Ministry
cleared 14,692 proposals for
various developmental activi-
ties.

Punjab topped the forest
land diversion list, reporting
loss of 60,658 hectares of for-
est area followed by Madhya

Pradesh (23,726 ha) and
Uttarakhand (15,532 ha),
according to a report ‘Status of
forests in India,’ tabled in
Parliament recently.

Under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980, for-
est areas can be diverted by the
Union Environment Ministry
for non-forestry purposes like
mining. In lieu of the land,
money is collected by the
Government which is then
used by the authorities for
afforestation.

According to the report
prepared by a Parliamentary
Standing Committee, in the last
five years since 2013-2018, at
least 3,226 proposals related to
mining, thermal power plants
and dams among others saw
light of the day, resulting into
diversion of 70,920.61 hectares
of forest land for non-forestry
purposes under the Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980.

This is one-third of the
2,39, 572 hectares of forest
land that India overall lost to

various developmental activi-
ties in the last 15 years (2003-
2018), according to the official
data submitted in the
Parliament recently.

While a significant forest
land portion has been divert-

ed for non-forestry purpose,
the committee noted that an
insufficient budget allocation to
the National Afforestation
Programme (NAP) was ham-
pering achieving the annual
targeted area of afforestation

during the last few years, which
had already declined gradual-
ly over the last four years.

“There had been a decline
in progress in terms of area
covered under the NAP from
80583 hectare in the year 2013-

14 to 35986 hectare in the year
2015-16,” said the panel.

Replying to the observa-
tions of the Committee, the
Ministry informed the
Committee that in the 10th,
11th and 12th Plan period,
�1,205 crores, �2,000 crores
and �2,500 crores respectively
had been allocated under the
NAP scheme. However, the
overall outlays in the annual
plans were restricted each year
which led to less fund avail-
ability for afforestation. 

With the increase in wage
rate in the States and low allo-
cations, the target area for
afforestation has been steadily
decreasing over the years,
noted the panel. 

As per approved outlay for
the 12th Plan, annual allocation
for NAP should have been of
the tune of �500 crore each
year. However during 2012-13,
the allocation in the annual
plan was �318.15 crores, which
itself was less than the propor-
tionate annual outlay and

which was further reduced to
�218.15 crore at the revised
estimate (RE) stage. Likewise
during 2013-14 though the
allocation was �318.15 crore, it
was reduced to �257.62 crore. 

Similarly, in the year 2014-
15 also, the Budget was reduced
to �243.78 crore at Revised
Estimate (RE) stage. This had
adversely affected not only the
plantation and maintenance
activity of that year but also the
afforestation works carried out
in the previous years, which
had led to serious constraints
in successful implementation of
the scheme as the approved
annual work programme could
not be followed by the States. 

Moreover, with the change
in funding pattern from 100%
Centrally sponsored to sharing
pattern in 2015-16 as 60: 40
between Central vs State, and
decline in budget allocation
from �100 crore for 2015-16 to
a meagre �60 crore for 2016-17,
the targeted area of afforesta-
tion annually has already

declined gradually over the
last 4 years. 

Only 35,986 hectares of
new areas could be sanctioned
during 2015-16 due to change
in the funding pattern and
budget constraints, noted the
panel. 

Further, due to budget
insufficiency ancillary activities
like strengthening of Joint
Forestry Management
Committees, soil moisture con-
servation, fencing, awareness
generation, monitoring and
evaluation, etc. could not be sup-
ported properly which adverse-
ly affected the very purpose of
this scheme such as preservation
of forests by participatory
approach. During 2017-18,
afforestation over 39,847
hectares has been targeted and
Rs.80 crores has been released. 

Further, as the scheme is
demand driven, several pro-
posals from some States could
not be approved due to want of
budget allocation in 2017-18,
said the panel.
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Sixteen US States have sued
US President Donald Trump

over his plan to declare a
national emergency to get
funding for his controversial
wall along the border with
Mexico, saying he has veered
the country toward a constitu-
tional crisis of his own making. 

The lawsuit came after
Trump on Friday declared that
he would spend billions of
dollars more on border barri-
ers than Congress had granted
him.

The National Emergencies
Act allows the President to
declare a national emergency
and unlock a stash of funds by
invoking certain statutory
authority.   

The coalition of 16 states in
their lawsuit alleged that the
Trump administration’s emer-
gency declaration and diversion
of funds is unconstitutional and
otherwise unlawful. 

The states include
California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii,
Illinois, Maine, Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada,
New Jersey, New Mexico, New

York, Oregon and Virginia.
The suit, filed in Federal

District Court in San Francisco,
argues that the president does
not have the power to divert
funds for constructing a wall
along the Mexican border
because it is Congress that
controls spending.

“President Trump has
veered the country toward a
constitutional crisis of his own
making. For years, President
Trump has repeatedly stated his
intention to build a wall across
the United States-Mexico bor-
der,” reads the suit.

The dispute stems from
steps Trump said he would take
after lawmakers granted him
only USD 1.375 billion for
new border barriers, legislation

he signed last week to avoid
another government shutdown.
The fund is far short of the
USD 5.7 billion Trump had ini-
tially requested.  

Trump asserted the power
to tap three additional pots of
money on his own: USD 600
million from a Treasury
Department asset forfeiture
fund for law enforcement pri-
orities; about USD 2.5 billion
from a military antidrug
account, most of which would
first be siphoned from other
military programs the
Pentagon has yet to identify,
and USD 3.6 billion in military
construction funds he said he
could redirect by invoking an
emergency-powers statute.

Trump declared the
national emergency to fulfil his
2016 presidential campaign
promise to “build a wall” on the
US-Mexico border, which he
calls “a major entry point for
criminals, gang members, and
illicit narcotics”.

The lawsuit file on Monday
seeks to block the Trump
administration’s emergency
declaration, the unauthorised
construction of the border
wall, and any illegal diversion

of Congressionally-appropri-
ated funds, a media release said.

The states allege that the
Trump administration’s action
exceeds the power of the exec-
utive office, violates the US
Constitution and federal
statutes, and would illegally and
unconstitutionally divert fed-
eral funds appropriated by
Congress for other purposes.

The lawsuit seeks declara-
tory and injunctive relief to
block the emergency declara-
tion, the construction of the
wall, and any illegal diversion
of congressionally-appropriat-
ed funds.

White House officials said
they believe they can unlock an
additional USD 6.6 billion
through the emergency decla-
ration and other budget
maneuvers. The White House
believes the money would allow
the administration to build at
least 234 miles of the border
wall.

“President Trump is man-
ufacturing a crisis and declar-
ing a made-up ‘national emer-
gency’ in order to seize power
and undermine the
Constitution,” said California
Governor Gavin Newsom.
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The suicide bomber who
carried out last week’s

attack that killed 27 members
of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
was a Pakistani national, the
elite force said on Tuesday.

“The suicide bomber was
named Hafez Mohammad-Ali
and was from Pakistan,” said
Brigadier General Mohammad
Pakpour, commander of the
Guards’ ground forces, quoted
by the force’s Sepah news
agency.

The February 13 suicide
bombing killed 27
Revolutionary Guards on a
bus in the volatile southeastern
province of Sistan-Baluchistan
which borders Pakistan.

The general said the probe
into the attack had made head-
way after the model of the
explosives-packed car that
exploded next to the bus had
been identified.

“Two days ago the first
clue, a woman, was identified

and arrested, and through this
woman, we reached others,”
Pakpour said.

Apart from the suicide
bomber, one of the suspected
accomplices was also Pakistani,
he said.

Pakpour said the attack
had originally been planned for
February 11 to coincide with
celebrations for the 40th
anniversary of Iran’s Islamic
revolution.

But had security forces
had been “fully prepared” on
that day, he said.

A jihadist group, Jaish al-
Adl (Army of Justice), which
Tehran says operates mostly
out of bases in Pakistan,
claimed responsibility for the
attack. Iran has Pakistan’s Army
and intelligence agency of shel-
tering the jehadi. 
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A“new day” is coming in
Latin America and the

days of socialist dictatorships
are over, US President Donald
Trump has said as he issued a
dire warning to the Venezuelan
military to abandon their sup-
port for President Nicolas
Maduro or “lose everything”.

Speaking at Florida
International University in
Miami, Trump said the US
stood behind the people of
Venezuela who are standing for
freedom and democracy.

The Venezuelan military
could play a decisive role in
ending the months-long polit-
ical crisis, but has largely
remained loyal to Maduro.

Venezuela has also lurched
into an economic crisis that has
left the country suffering from
hyperinflation and shortages of
food and medicine.

“We want to restore
Venezuelan democracy, and
we believe that the Venezuelan
military and its leadership have
a vital role to play in this
process. If you choose this
path, you have the opportuni-

ty to help forge a safe and pros-
perous future for all the people
of Venezuela,” Trump said.

He said more than 50
countries around the world
have recognised the rightful
government of Venezuela.

“The Venezuelan people
have spoken and the world has
heard their voice. They are
turning the page on Socialism
and Dictatorship; and there will
be no going back!” he said.

“For decades, the socialist
dictatorships of Cuba and
Venezuela have propped each
other up in a very corrupt bar-
gain. Venezuela gave Cuba oil.
In return, Cuba gave Venezuela
a police State run directly from
Havana,” Trump told a cheer-
ing crowd mostly of
Venezuelan and Cuban immi-
grants in Miami on Monday.

“But this is a much differ-
ent day, and those days are
over. The ugly alliance between
the two dictatorships is coming
to a rapid end. A new future is
beginning,” he said.

Noting that the US seek a
peaceful transition of power in
Venezuela, Trump, however,
said that all options were open.
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The president of the EU
Commission Jean-Claude

Juncker will host British Prime
Minister Theresa May on
Wednesday for talks on the
Brexit crisis.

Juncker’s spokesman
Margaritis Schinas told
reporters that the pair would
meet at the European Union’s
headquarters at 6:30pm (1730
GMT). The news Tuesday
came a day after Britain’s min-
ister for Brexit talks Stephen
Barclay and Attorney General
Geoffrey Cox met EU nego-
tiator Michel Barnier.

Barclay’s office said they
had “held a productive meet-
ing... On resolving the out-
standing issue of the back-

stop,” holding up a divorce
deal.

The backstop is a clause in
the withdrawal arrangement
that keeps Britain in the EU
customs union until a way is
found to ensure there is no
return to a hard border
between Northern Ireland and
Ireland. May hopes that if Cox
is able to tell British MPs that
the backstop would not be
permanent under an updated
deal it might pass a sceptical
House of Commons.

But the EU spokesman
reiterated that the other 27 EU
member states will not rene-
gotiate the divorce accord,
which they signed with May in
November. “We cannot accept
a time limit to the backstop or
a unilateral exit clause,” Schinas
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Avisit by a North Korean
delegation to a Vietnamese

city on a popular train route
from China has sparked
fevered speculation that Kim
Jong Un could travel by rail —
or road — for his summit with
US President Donald Trump.

The US and North Korea
have dispatched several teams

to Vietnam ahead of the sum-
mit in Hanoi on February 27-
28, though officials have
remained tight-lipped on their
movements and meetings.

On Tuesday, a Vietnamese
source with knowledge of plan-
ning for high-level diplomatic
meetings told AFP that sever-
al North Korean officials had
visited the China border area
on Monday.
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The UN’s human rights chief
said on Tuesday she is con-

cerned about the condition of
some 200 families trapped in
the last remaining area held by
the Islamic State group in east-
ern Syria, where they are mixed
with hundreds of militants.

In Idlib, government forces
shelled a bakery killing at least
four people, including chil-
dren, in the town of Khan
Sheikhoun in Idlib, a war mon-
itor said.
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Around 80 graves have been
daubed with swastikas at a

Jewish cemetery in eastern
France, local officials said,
hours ahead of nationwide
marches on Tuesday against a
rise in anti-Semitic attacks.

The damage was discov-
ered on Tuesday morning at a
cemetery in the village of
Quatzenheim, close to the bor-
der with Germany in the Alsace
region, a statement from the
regional security office said.
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Senator Bernie Sanders on
Tuesday launched his sec-

ond bid for the White House,
taking direct aim at Donald
Trump in an announcement
that calls the US president a
“pathological liar.” Sanders, 77,
joins an already crowded field
of candidates seeking to win the
Democratic nomination and
take on President Donald
Trump in 2020.

He made the announce-
ment in a radio interview with
a station from his home state of
Vermont.

“I wanted to let the people
of the state of Vermont know
about this first,” Sanders said on
Vermont Public Radio.
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In the next few weeks, a billion peo-
ple in India would experience
supreme excitement watching the
World Cup to be held in England
and Wales. India is infatuated with

cricket and even in other parts of South
Asia, cricket has now reached every vil-
lage and every street corner. Geoff Marsh,
former Australian cricketer, who a decade
ago visited the TERI cricket grounds
(where several international matches
have been played), was overwhelmed by
the amount of cricket that is played in
India, on the basis of which he predict-
ed that India would certainly soon
become the dominant force in this game.
His prediction appears to have come true,
given the serious competition among
Indian cricketers now playing first class
cricket and adapting to the variations of
the game right from the five-day tests to
the shortest T20 format.

Those who witnessed the third T20
game between India and New Zealand,
must have been disappointed with the
outcome, while India lost the game by
four runs. But as a famous football coach
in the US stated, “Winning isn’t every-
thing; it’s the only thing.” On balance,
India had a far better team in that game
but it appears that the hunger to win was
missing, which is the hallmark of teams
excelling consistently. In some respects,
much depends on the captain of the team
and his ability to lift the players he com-
mands to a level which takes them to the
limits of their capabilities. India has had
outstanding captains, not just in cricket
but in other games as well. Who could
have doubted the genius of Dhyan Chand
in the heyday of India’s complete domi-
nance of hockey, where as a captain, he
led by example?

Our first win in the 1983 World Cup
was crafted by none other than Kapil Dev,
who as a captain, always led by example.
As India’s best all-rounder, excelling in
bowling, batting and fielding, Kapil Dev
hardly ever had any fitness problem. This
not only helped him perform beyond the
call of duty but also set an example
through his infectious enthusiasm.  

Way back during India’s tour of
Australia in 1947-48, Lala Amarnath was
India’s captain, leading a severely deplet-
ed team in the wake of the Partition of
India and other factors. Yet, in an
unprecedented move, it  was Lala
Amarnath’s courageous approach to the
game that allowed him declare in the
third test, even though India was 103 runs
behind after it rained overnight. Of
course, Don Bradman was equal to the
challenge, sending in his tail enders, but
he must have been worried when SG
Barnes, the fourth Australian wicket, fell
at the score on 32. But then, the
Australians recovered and beat India by
an innings and 16 runs. The major dis-

covery of the tour for India
was Vinoo Mankad and Dattu
Phadkar (who scored 51 in the
second test, getting Bradman’s
wicket in the third and then
hitting a century in the
fourth). It was this writer’s
privilege to be coached by the
great Dattu Phadkar after his
retirement several decades
ago.

In the past, Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, or ‘Captain
Cool’, has shown remarkable
abilities not only to inspire
and motivate his team but also
to perform both as an out-
standing wicket-keeper and
consistently aggressive bats-
man. Even today, he is regard-
ed as the best finisher of the
game and his presence in the
World Cup would be an inspi-
ration to the entire Indian
team with his insights, which
he is never reluctant to share
with his captain, the bowlers
as well as the batsmen with
whom he is in the middle.  

Virat Kohli is another
leader, who is likely to take the
Indian team to greater heights,
even though he may not as yet
possess the confidence and
ability to perform on the field
when it matters the most.
That is where Dhoni’s advice
would be crucial in supple-
menting the skills of these two
outstanding cricketers.

The third T20 in Hamilton

at New Zealand came as a dis-
appointment, because this
match could have proved to be
the climax after India’s
progress during the ODIs and
the second T20.  Rohit Sharma
is such a gifted player with a
remarkable cricketing brain
and as a captain gets the best
out of his team. That day,
unfortunately, he appeared to
have been out of sorts.
Perhaps, there was inadequate
consultation between Rohit
Sharma and the team manage-
ment, because given the excel-
lent batting conditions and
short boundaries at Hamilton,
India should justifiably have
batted first. 

It was entirely within their
reach to set up a mammoth
total against the black caps
and set them a daunting tar-
get. What was even more dis-
appointing was the slow rate
at which Rohit Sharma played
for the period that he was
there, scoring barely 38 runs
in 32 balls. If only he had
scored another 10 runs in
those 32 balls he faced, 
victory would not have elud-
ed India! 

This was an aberration,
given Rohit Sharna’s ability to
send the ball sailing into the
crowds with his sixers hit all
over the park. His emphasis
on taking singles and having
Vijay Shankar and Rishabh

Pant do all the slogging placed
undue pressure on these tal-
ented but inexperienced bats-
men.

The essence of the match
in Hamilton lies in the posi-
tive frame of mind that the
captain must carry constant-
ly redefining strategy, a qual-
ity which Rohit Sharma has
displayed on so many occa-
sions. Perhaps, on that occa-
sion, there was a level of com-
placency, a decline in courage
and a loss of his usual consis-
tency which came in the way.
The score of 212 by the black
caps was never such a daunt-
ing total, given the fact that
every observer regarded 220
and 225 as a challenging total
to reach on that ground.

Once the World Cup
comes around, Virat Kohli
will certainly feel equal to the
task and will no doubt lead by
example but it would be
important for him to maintain
a level of confidence, unfail-
ing courage and consistency
as captain. Most importantly,
he must have faith in the
ability of every member of his
team. In this, he may turn to
others but certainly maintain
his active rapport with MS
Dhoni, ‘Captain Cool’.

(The writer is former
chairman, Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change,
2002-15)
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Pulwama offensive” (February
18). It was painful to hear about
the death of 43 Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) personnel in
a suicide car bomb attack diabol-
ically perpetrated by the Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) in Jammu &
Kashmir’s Pulwama district.
Today, there is a sense of anguish
all across the country. The tragedy
calls for a stern and even a knee-
jerk response from India against
Pakistan, which is know to pro-
vide shelter to the terrorists.

The neighbouring country
continues to disturb the peace of
our nation. I offer my deepest
condolence to all the bravehearts,
who lost their lives in the suicide
attack. The entire nation stands by
the bereaved family in their hour
of need. 

Tushar Anand 
Patna
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Sir — Australia’s tour of India,
which will include one-day inter-
nationals and two Twenty-twen-
ty matches, is set to commence in

a few days. It would have been a
good idea to rest the batsman,
Rohit Sharma, as well as other
players who would have already
had a very long tour of Australia
and New Zealand. However, I am
glad that youngsters such as
Rishabh Pant and Vijay Shankar
have been inducted in the squad
against Australia. This is a good
chance to correctly assess them
for the World Cup. They can also

play a crucial role in the series. 
Md Afzal 
Bengaluru
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Sir — This refers to the report,
“Jobless growth has made youths
restless: Ex-PM” ( February 18).
It was shocking that such remarks
came from a former Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh, who
had called himself “accidental”
because he was chosen for the
august office as his boss, Sonia
Gandhi, could not do so as she
was a foreigner. That time, there
was opposition not only from the
BJP — Sushma Swaraj even
threatened to go on fast — but
even from the Congress itself.

Sadly, Manmohan Singh’s
regime was bedeviled by several

scams and policy paralysis. No
wonder, the Congress was
reduced to an unprecedented
rump with 44 MPs in the 2014
general elections. This seemed no
cause of concern for the Congress
leader, Singh. But his latest con-
cern was that growth under the
present ruling party was ‘jobless’.
For an average Indian, it is diffi-
cult to understand how ‘growth
can be jobless’? Should not a for-
eign-educated politician acknowl-
edge those things the ruling party
has done right?  

M Ratan
Via email
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Sir — As a sovereign nation with
all rights to defend, secure and
protect its territory and people
from sinister designs of terror
groups, the demand from sever-
al quarters for the Government to
give a befitting reply to the terror
group and its sponsors seems jus-
tifiable but this critical moment
calls for sobriety and wisdom.

M Jeyaram
Via email
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While neighbouring Pakistan
needs to be taught a lesson
for sponsoring terrorist

attacks in Kashmir, the need is to also
address the Kashmir problem internal-
ly. There can be no doubt that there
are many things that need attention,
including the radicalisation of the
youth in the State. It was indeed dis-
heartening to hear that it was a local
young suicide bomber who caused the
Pulwama attacks. It needs to be
probed further as to why misguided
youths are getting increasingly attract-
ed towards militancy and terrorism. 

For quite some time now, there
have been intense debates on whether
a sizeable number of educated youths
are joining militant ranks in some
parts of south and north Kashmir or

not. Former Union Minister Yashwant
Sinha was right when he noted that
radicalisation is happenning not
because of one reason but due to a
combination of things. This includes
the role of Pakistan, Wahabism and
Islamic fundamentalism. 

Alienation and disempowerment
among Kashmiri youth is yet anoth-
er factor as also proxy war from
Pakistani side for the youth to get
recruited by militant organisations like
the Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM).
Further, Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI)-sponsored propaganda and intol-
erant religious and ideological narra-
tives have played an instrumental role
in eroding the ideals of Kashmiriyat
and has gradually taken them towards
jihadist culture. 

As Chief of Army Staff General
Bikram Singh noted in a recent arti-
cle that compared to 131 youth, who
joined various terrorist outfits in
2017, the number rose to over 200 in
2018. Some new terrorist outfits, such
as the Islamic State Jammu and
Kashmir and Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind
aligned to the Islamic State (IS) and
Al Qaeda ideologies have also marked

increased presence in the last few
years. Experts point out that these are
children from conflict zones, who have
seen guns and rifles on the streets
when they were growing up. These
children missed their childhood and
saw only violence and conflict, which
robbed them off their childhood. 

Second, it is the lack of education-
al opportunities in the State that is
alienating the youth. 

Third, the youth do not find ade-
quate jobs. Former Research and
Analysis Wing (R&AW) chief, AS
Daulat, feels that the youth are getting
radicalised because they feel that they
have no hope. The Jamaat-e-Islami is
going about systematically filling this
vacuum. They also enjoyed support

from the People’s Democratic Party
(PDP), which won the elections with
support from the Jamaat. Now, there
is huge disillusionment in the Jamaat
over PDP. Social media was one of the
major tools used by militants to prop-
agate their ideology and to corrupt
young minds of the Kashmir Valley. 

The only way to reverse this
trend is to bring them round. There
is an imperative need to look inwards
and correct things as even now, it is
not too late. The fact that a Kashmiri
kid decided to be a suicide bomber in
Pulwama is an answer from the youth
of the State to the flawed policy of gun
in Kashmir. The young boy was one
of those who felt he had no hope left
in Kashmir. His father is a farmer and

the boy was shot in the leg some time
back perhaps for pelting stones on the
streets. So, he decided to blow himself
up. This attack shows the extent of
extreme alienation of the youth. 

The counter-narrative is the
immediate requirement. The
Government as well as political par-
ties must address this on a priority.
Kashmir Governor Satya Pal Malik
told this writer that after six in the
evening, there is no activity in the vil-
lages. To address this problem the
Governor has started the screening of
cinema and radio shows as also some
sports activities for the young to keep
them occupied. It is a welcome step
that the Governor has already set up
some groups for a counter-narrative
and is also in talks with the maulvis
to get them on board so as to tackle
fundamentalism. Governor Malik
feels that mainstream politicians are
not taking the responsibility. Hardcore
radicals are not many and he had told
the forces to address the problem of
home-grown radicalisation. He is
worried that the youth are now using
‘Jannat me jaane ka hai’ language. 

The immediate thing is to set our

own house in order. More guns are not
the answer. Something else needs to
be done. Kashmir experts like Daulat
feel radicalisation could be reversed if
proper measures are taken. As a first
step, the Centre can talk to State lead-
ers like National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah, former Chief
Minister of Jammu & Kashmir Omar
Abdullah, PDP chief Mehboobha
Mufti and even the Hurriyat. One real-
ly cannot talk to the suicide bombers. 

The next step should be the
installation of a popular Government
as a democratic Government. This will
be the real answer to settle things in
the State and not Governor’s rule. 

Above all, there is an immediate
need to calm down sentiments and
bring back normalcy in the State.
Confidence-building measures and
not bashing up of Kashmiri boys and
girls in Chandigarh or elsewhere
should be the answer. Bashing would
further alienate the youth. This would
have further reaction in the State. In
short, what is needed is a steady and
long-term Kashmir policy. 

(The writer is a senior political com-
mentator and syndicated columnist)
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Carlos Bilardo, manager of the 1986
World Cup winning Argentina
national football team, had something
in common with late J Jayalalithaa, the
All India Anna Dravida Munnetra

Kazhagam (AIADMK) supremo. Whenever
Bolardo was asked about the composition of his
team for the World Cup matches, he had a stan-
dard reply: “My team will feature Diego
Maradona and 10 other players. That’s all I have
to say.” Such was his trust and confidence in the
Argentine superstar.

At the time of the Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections in Tamil Nadu, Jayalalithaa’s exhorta-
tion to the voters was somewhat the same:
“There will be a candidate contesting in the two
leaves symbol of the party. Please elect him/her.”
This was the essence of Jayalalithaa’s election
campaign speech. During the 2014 Lok Sabha
election, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) had fielded A Raja, the 2G Spectrum
tainted former Union communications Minister
from the Nilgiris, which the party felt would be
a safe constituency. Jayalalithaa sprang a sur-
prise by nominating C Gopalakrishnan, a
political lightweight from Nilgiris.

When asked about his fate in the contest
against the DMK heavyweight, Gopalakrishnan
replied: “Sir, I am going to win hands-down
because I was hand picked by Amma. She had
asked the electorate to vote for me and they would
oblige Amma.” Gopalakrishnan won by a mar-
gin of more than 1,20,000 votes. While J
Gopikrishnan of The Pioneer, through his superb
investigating reports, unseated A Raja from the
Union Council of Ministers, Gopalakrishnan
demolished the “halo” around the DMK leader
by waving Jayalalithaa’s picture.

However, these are things of the past. Cut to
2019, and there is neither Jayalalithaa nor
Karunanidhi around. While the disintegration of
the AIADMK has picked up momentum, the
DMK’s end, too, is not far off. It will be reflect-
ed in the Lok Sabha election results of 2019. MK
Stalin, the DMK chief, who succeeded his
father Karunanidhi (the undisputed party pres-
ident for almost five decades) is nowhere near
the latter’s intelligence. His only unique selling
proposition is his hatred for Hindutva and the
BJP. His only offer to the people of Tamil Nadu
is that he would bring in a stable and steady
Government. Stalin feels that by humiliating the
Hindus, he may be able to consolidate the minor-
ity votes of the State.

Despite an image make-over he underwent
as per the directives of his son-in-law, Stalin
remains the same old self. Unlike his father, who
could charm the crowd with his one-liners and
dramatised dialogues, Stalin is a poor commu-
nicator. Despite wearing black goggles,
Karunanidhi was a success with women voters
among the crowd, whom he could amuse with
spicy and witty dialogues. While Jayalalithaa did
not bother to groom a second-line leadership in
the AIADMK, Karunanidhi did not allow any-
body outside his immediate family raise their
heads in the party. Though he wanted to anoint
MK Muthu, his elder son born to Padmavathi,
his first wife, Muthu ended up as a wayward
youth, finding solace in alcohol. He had every-

thing at his command. An obliging
father, whose only mission was to see
Muthu emerge the numero uno in
DMK politics and finally as the Chief
Minister to keep the family flag flying.
Karunanidhi ousted MGR from the
party to facilitate Muthu’s entry into the
top league of the DMK. But MGR retal-
iated by launching the AIADMK and
the people of Tamil Nadu, who were fed
up with the kind of politics played by
Karunanidhi and his family, elected the
former with a huge majority. Since
1977, when MGR became the Chief
Minister, till his passing away in
December 1987, Karunanidhi was in
political wilderness.

There was a split in the AIADMK
immediately after the demise of MGR
and this helped the DMK bounce
back. In the Assembly election held in
1989, the DMK bagged 150 seats on its
own. The faction of AIADMK headed
by Jayalalithaa won 27 seats while the
faction headed by Janaki
Ramachandran (widow of MGR) had
to contend with just two seats. But the
women saw the writing on the wall that
the split in the AIADMK would bene-
fit only the Karunanidhi clan. They
buried the hatchet, merged the factions
and Janaki made a dignified exit from
politics. Karunanidhi thoroughly
underestimated Jayalalithaa and joined
hands with secessionist forces operat-
ing in the State. Following the murder
of Rajiv Gandhi, who was electioneer-
ing at Sriperumbudur near Chennai
during the Lok Sabha election of 1991,
by the hired assassins of the LTTE and
the all-round failure of law and order
situation in the State, the Karunanidhi

Government was dismissed by the
then Chandrasekhar headed Union
Government.

The truth is that people elected
Karunanidhi in 1989, 1996 and 2006 out
of anger and angst as they had no other
option. Karunanidhi saw to it that the
Congress, which ruled the State unin-
terrupted till 1967, became weak and
ridden with groups. The only option for
the electorate was the AIADMK, which
had a semblance of nationalism and
democracy in it. For the DMK, democ-
racy began and ended at the
Gopalapuram residence of Karunanidhi
and in the houses of his other two wives
and nephew Murasoli Maran.

But Karunanidhi kept his obsession
for dynasty under cover, thanks to his
expertise in double-speak. Whoever
questioned the legality of Stalin’s emer-
gence as his heir, ended up outside the
party headquarters. The list is long and
includes Vaiko, the eternal rebel and V
R Nedumchezhiyan, described as the
man with a golden tongue. Now, Stalin
is surrounded by acolytes and a cabal
of wheeler dealers. 

Karunanidhi, who had vehement-
ly opposed Hindutva and the BJP, did
not think twice before extending sup-
port to the BJP in 1989. The DMK can
never survive without the life support
it gets from the power of office.
Karunanidhi and Stalin are always
willing to join hands with any forces
which offer them uninterrupted
“power”. That’s why they jumped from
the National Front Government of VP
Singh in 1989 to the Deve Gowda
Government of 1996 and then to the
NDA Government led by Vajpayee in

1999. When they saw that the possibil-
ity of the NDA coming back to power
in 2004 was bleak, Karunanidhi crossed
over to the Congress’ camp and
emerged as the “critical component” of
the UPA. For the next nine years, the
DMK was in charge of the money spin-
ning Ministries, popularly known as
Any Time Money (ATM) ministries.

Since 2011, the DMK has been out
of power in Tamil Nadu while in New
Delhi, it remains out of Government
since 2013. Stalin hopes that the weak-
ening of the AIADMK would help him
regain power in Tamil Nadu as a split
in AIADMK votes would benefit only
the DMK. As pointed out earlier, the
Congress is a weak entity in the State
though there are ‘paper tigers’ like P
Chidambaram and Mani Shankar
Aiyer. “There are more leaders and
groups in the Congress than the party
cadre,” said N Kalyanasundaram,
chronicler of Tamil Nadu politics. The
Congress had survived in Tamil Nadu
over the years only by riding piggyback
on the shoulders of either the
Dravidian parties — the DMK or the
AIADMK, according to O
Panneerselvam, deputy Chief Minister
and AIADMK leader.

For all practical purposes, the
Congress in Tamil Nadu has become
the B team of the DMK. What about the
BJP? The less said about the Hindutva
party the better. Dravidian parties
have succeeded in keeping the BJP in
their arc through an intelligently craft-
ed strategy. That and other details will
be told in the next part of this series.

(The writer is Special Correspondent,
The Pioneer)
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In a major development,
Unites States has resolved to

cooperate with India on counter
terrorism and work with it to get
to the nadir of the terror attacks.
The US also called on Pakistan
to put an end immediately to its
support and safe haven, pro-
vided to all terrorist groups
operating from its soil.
Addressing the media on the
sidelines of a programme on
Tuesday, the US Ambassador to
India, Kenneth I Juster, has
said US is closely working with
India in terms of getting to the
bottom of the terrorist attacks.
He was referring to Pulwama
incident in Jammu & Kashmir
and said US will ask Pakistan to
stop supporting terrorists from
its soil.

He said "We are working
closely with the Government of
India in terms of getting to the
crux of the terrorist attacks. We
have condemned them. We
have previously condemned
terrorist sanctuaries that exist in
Pakistan and we have suspend-
ed military assistance to them"   

"This incident bolsters our
resolve to cooperate with India
on “counter terrorism matters”
and work with them to get to
the bottom of what occurred last
week," he said on the Pulwama
incident, in which 40 CRPF per-
sonnel were killed in one of the
deadliest terror strikes in

decades in Jammu & Kashmir.
Juster described the

Pulwama attack as "horrific."
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM), headed by
Masood Azhar, has claimed
responsibility for the attack in
which a suicide bomber
rammed a vehicle carrying
explosives into a bus in the
CRPF convoy.

The US ambassador is here
leading a high-level US delega-
tion for the five-day Aero India
event beginning in Bengaluru
on Wednesday  at the outskirts
at Yalahanka air base.

Asked if he would foresee
Pakistan ordering a crack-
downon terror groups operating
from its soil with more pressure
from the US, Juster said "I don't
want to get ahead of the situa-
tion that is developing, we have
condemned the existence of
terrorist sanctuaries and we are
urging Pakistan to crackdown
on those and we will have to see
what the factual... in terms of
exactly how this incident
occurred."

On US' defence relationship
with India, Juster said it con-
tinued to undergo a rapid
expansion as part of the deep-
ening strategic partnership
between the two countries.
He said the US and India were
committed to strengthening
defence cooperation in line
with India's status as a major
defence partner and added that

defence acquisition was a key
element of "deepening our bilat-
eral relationship."

The US delegation to Aero
India includes Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense for
Acquisition and Sustainment
Alan Shaffer and Director of the
Defense Security Cooperation
Agency Lieutenant General
Charles Hooper.

Twenty eight U.S. compa-
nies are participating in Aero
India, 19 of which are exhibit-
ing in the USA Partnership
Pavilion, organized for the fifth
consecutive edition by Kallman
Worldwide.  There are four
Pavilion exhibitors presenting
for the first time at Aero India.
In addition to U.S. Department
of Commerce and U.S.
Department of State officials,
more than 100 U.S.
Department of Defense per-
sonnel will support the U.S. del-
egation at Aero India 2019,
including a demonstration
team for the C-17 Globemaster
III assigned to the 535th Airlift
Squadron, Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, and
the F-16 Fighting Falcons
assigned to the 35th Fighter
Wing, Misawa Air Base, Japan.
U.S. Naval assets on display will
include the F/A-18 Super
Hornet from VFA-27 Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, and a P-8 from VP-47
Naval Air Station Whidbey
Island, Washington.

Varanasi (UP): Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday invoked poet-saint
Guru Ravidas on his birth anniversary,
urging people to end caste discrimination
and identify those who promote it in their
"self interest".

Modi addressed two meetings and
launched development projects worth
�3,000 crore during the visit to Varanasi,
the second in a month to his Lok Sabha
constituency ahead of the parliamentary
elections.

He hit out indirectly at Congress
president Rahul Gandhi and Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh Yadav for “mock-
ing” the high-speed Vande Bharat train
from Varanasi to Delhi after it developed
a snag, saying they had insulted the engi-
neers involved in the project.

Laying the foundation stone for the
Ravidas Janmasthali area development pro-
ject here, Modi said caste discrimination
is an impediment in achieving social har-
mony.

"Guruji had said that there should be
no discrimination on the basis of caste. Till
caste discrimination is there, people can-
not connect with each other, social har-
mony is not possible and equality cannot
be ensured," Modi said.

"Identify those who in their self-
interest, create caste discrimination and
promote it," he urged, without taking any
names.

The prominent saint from the Bhakti
movement of the 15th and the 16th cen-
turies was born in Varanasi.  His hymns
often addressed caste issues.

"He dreamt of a society where all are
taken care of. We have tried to follow this
tenet during the past four and a half years
with 'Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas' (inclusive

development),” the Prime Minister said.
"My Government focused on ‘panchd-

harma’ — education, income, medicine,
irrigation and addressing public grievances
— irrespective of caste, creed and other fac-
tors," he said.

"Unfortunately, caste discrimination
has not been removed till now. The New
India will witness this change with the help
of the youth," he said.

Modi also paid homage to Varanasi's
Ramesh Yadav, one of the soldiers killed
in the recent terror attack in Kashmir's
Pulwama.

"The entire country will be forever
indebted to the families of the soldiers who
laid down lives for the country," he said.

Modi referred to attempts to fight back
money and corruption in property deals,

and hit out against complacency.
"A ‘chalta hai’ mentality had crept in.

My Government tried to change it," he said.
"Those who looted public money are

being brought to book and honest people
are being honoured," he said.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath called Modi "Kashiputra", or
a son of Varanasi.

Hitting out at political rivals for mak-
ing farm loan waivers an issue before the
polls, the Prime Minister said �7.5 lakh
crore will reach the farmers' accounts
directly over the next few years under his
Government's schemes. He said while
emphasising on developing infrastructure,
his Government was also focusing on mak-
ing life better for the poor, the farmers and
the middle class. PTI
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Allahabad: Five tents were
gutted in a fire that broke out
at a camp in Kumbh Mela here
on Tuesday, officials said.

The fire started at around
11:30 am from a tent at the
camp in Sector 5 here when
prasad was being prepared.
Four nearby tents were also
gutted in the fire, said Pramod
Kumar Sharma, the chief fire
officer (CFO) of Kumbh.

There was no injury or loss
of life in the fire, the CFO said.

Seeing smoke billow out,
fire tenders were rushed to the
spot, he said.

The fire was doused with-
in 10 minutes, the Sharma said.

The tents which caught
fire were the ones where
'Kalpwasi' pilgrims from
Madhya Pradesh were staying.
Quilts and other domestic
items were damaged in the fire,
the official said.

The incident took place on
the auspicious occasion of
Maghi Purnima.

The penultimate bathing
day of the over 50-day-long
Kumbh Mela, Maghi Purnima
marks the end of the month-
long penance period of
Kalpwasi pilgrims.

There have been some
minor fire incidents at the
Kumbh this year.

Last week, Bihar Governor
Lalji Tandon escaped unhurt
after a fire broke out at a tent
located on the Kumbh Mela
campus here. PTI

Jammu: A truck driver was
critically injured when he was
allegedly fired upon by securi-
ty forces for jumping a check
point in Jammu & Kashmir's
Samba district, police said on
Tuesday.

Naresh Kumar (27), a res-
ident of Hiranagar area in
Kathua district, was signalled to
stop by security forces near a
checkpoint at Veer-Boomi park
along the Jammu-Pathankot
highway, but he did not pay any
heed and tried to speed away,
a police official said.

Getting suspicious, he said
security forces allegedly fired a
few shots, resulting in bullet
injuries to the driver.

The incident occurred
around 12.45 am on Tuesday.
The injured driver was initial-
ly shifted to a local hospital and

later referred to the
Government medical college
hospital in Jammu for spe-
cialised treatment, the official
said.

He said the condition of
the driver was stated to be "crit-
ical".

Police have taken cogni-
sance of the incident and start-
ed investigations, he said. PTI
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Mata ki Jai' rent the air at the
Kumbh Mela on Tuesday as
people offered prayers for the
CRPF personnel killed in the
Pulwama terror attack and lakhs
of devotees took a dip in the
waters of Sangam here on the
occasion of Maghi Purnima.

The penultimate bathing
day of the over 50-day-long
Kumbh Mela, Maghi Purnima
marks the end of the month-
long penance period of
Kalpwasi pilgrims.

Uttar Pradesh-resident
Ashutosh Ranjan was among
the several who prayed for the
paramilitary personnel killed in
last week's suicide attack in
Jammu and Kashmir.

"More than cleansing my
sins, me and my family are here
to pray for the souls of our brave
men and for strength of their
friends and family. I hope this

holy day of Maghi Purnima
blesses us all with good wisdom
and peaceful thoughts for one
and other," a teary-eyed Ranjan
said.

There were also chants of
'Har Har Mahadev' and 'Ganga
Maiya Ki Jai' across the Sangam
— the confluence of Ganga,
Yamuna and the mythical
Saraswati rivers.

An old ascetic said Kalpwasi
pilgrims living on the banks of
the Ganga for nearly a month
would head home after taking
the dip on Tuesday.

"Kalpwasis are usually
regarded the most faithful pil-
grims of Prayaga Kumbh Mela.
They vow to live an austere and
minimalist life on the banks of
the Ganga for a month," he said.

A nip in the air failed to
deter the overwhelming crowd
of devotees seen taking the
holy dip at the Sangam as early

as 4 am, despite vehicle restric-
tions in the vicinity of the
makeshift township of Kumbh
Nagri.

"I have seen that the crowd
picks up later in the day. So it
makes sense to take the dip early
in the morning," said Aditya
Langar from Pathankot, who
was busy drying up his clothes
after taking the dip.

Forty nine special trains and
2,500 buses were pressed into
service by the administration to
ferry devotees from far away
places to the Kumbh on Maghi
Purnima.

Though not a shahi snan,
Maghi Purnima — like Paush
Purnima and Maha Shivratri —
is called a 'parv snan' and is part
of the six important bathing
days during the Kumbh.

The belief is that a dip in the
Ganga on the auspicious day
washes away sins. PTI
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Kolkata: The Kashmiri doctor,
who claimed he was asked to
leave Kolkata following the
Pulwama attack, is considering
bidding adieu to the city after
his daughters complained of
ostracism in school and neigh-
bourhood.

The doctor, a cardiologist
who has been living here for
the last 22 years, has claimed
that a day after the terror
attack, he was threatened of
"dire consequences" if he con-
tinued to stay in the city with
his family.

The Pulwama terror strike
in Jammu & Kashmir on
February 14 claimed the lives
of 40 CRPF personnel and
injured several others.

In spite of the threats, the
doctor said on Monday that he
would stay put after the West
Bengal Government came to
his rescue.

The doctor's daughters,
aged nine and seven, are stu-
dents of one of the leading
English-medium schools in
the city.

Ananya Chakraborti,
Chairperson of the West
Bengal State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights,

who had been coordinating
with the family and assured all
support to them, said both the
girls have been ostracised by
their friends in school.

"The doctor told me that
his daughters' friends are not
interacting with them proper-
ly. I told him not to get tensed.
I spoke to the school author-
ities and they said they will
look into it," Chakraborti told
PTI.

Some kids who go to
school with the doctor's
daughters, all of a sudden,
have stopped travelling with
them, she said.

The doctor also told me
that some children even
stopped talking to his daugh-
ters, Chakraborti said.

"We have assured all sup-
port. But this is an alarming
situation which is being delib-
erately created ahead of the

elections, with the sole aim of
polarisation," she said.

The doctor, who did not
wish to be named, could not
be contacted as he is not will-
ing to speak to the media.

He had said on Monday
that he was heckled but he did
not pay much attention to the
threats he received initially.

However, his concern
grew when some men gath-
ered outside his residence and
threatened to harm his daugh-
ters, unless he "returned to
Pakistan".

According to the doctor,
on February 15, a day after the
Pulwama attack, five men aged
between 20 and 25 years had
come to his house after he
returned home from his cham-
ber, asking him to leave the
city immediately and "go back
to Pakistan as Kashmiris have
no place in this country". PTI

Ahmedabad: A court at
Khambhaliya in Dwarka district
of Gujarat on Tuesday awarded
life sentence to seven members
of a family, including two
women, for the 'honour killing'
of a married couple in 2014.

Additional sessions Judge A
M Sheikh sentenced the seven
- the victim woman Puriben
Chauhan's parents Jesabhai
Chauhan and Kantaben, and
her relatives Babubhai
Chauhan, Manoj Chauhan,
Devabhai Chauhan, Vanraj
Chauhan and Pujiben Chauhan
- to imprisonment for the rest
of their lives.

The victim had married
Govindbhai Chauhan in 2010

against the wishes of her par-
ents. Four years after their
marriage, the woman's parents
and other relatives attacked
the couple with sharp weapons
while they were working in a
field at Jamgadhka village.

Govindbhai Chauhan died
on the spot while his wife
Puriben Chauhan was serious-
ly injured and died later at a
hospital in Jamnagar.

The couple had a daughter,
who was three years' old at the
time of the incident.

A case was filed at
Kalyanpur police station in
connection with the incident
under various Indian Penal
Code sections, including 302

(murder).
After investigation, the

Kalyanpur police concluded
that it was a case of 'honour
killing' and arrested the seven
people.

The court, after considering
deposition of 31 witnesses, doc-
umentary evidences and argu-
ments of public prosecutor L R
Chavda on behalf of the state
Government, convicted all the
seven under IPC Section 302
and awarded them life impris-
onment.

They were also awarded
one month imprisonment and
a fine of �2,500 each under IPC
Section 447 (criminal tres-
pass). PTI

(���������'���� �	��������
&���D����������� F���
�

+'�8�F5:+�96'
�'��'�+%6'';
95�6��68
:'%�'�M+

:)$�6�8�+��);;
'(�)�+$::8��
6)G8�+�'��8:
��)G8;;5��
95�6��68�

(���	8����������9�	(�������	������	�����	�������	(������

Lakhimpur Kheri (UP): A
rare Indian snake species —
Red Coral Kukri — has been
sighted in the Dudhwa Tiger
Reserve (DTR) here after a
gap of 82 years, park officials
said on Tuesday.

The snake was sighted on
Monday night. The reptile was
first sighted in Dudhwa in
1936 and even its zoological
name 'oligodon Kheriensis'
finds its roots in its Kheri-spe-
cific location. "It is after almost
82 years that this species has
been rediscovered in Dudhwa
forests," said Field Director,
DTR, Ramesh Kumar Pandey.

Pandey told PTI that "on
Monday night, a team was
patrolling in south Sonaripur
range forests when about a one
metre long snake clinging to
railway track near Sonaripur
Railway Station was sighted."

"Its bright orange colour
attracted the attention of the
team as this type of snake was
never before sighted here," he
said, adding, "Out of curiosity,
he photographed the snake
and recorded it." Pandey said
during a study it was found to
be Red Coral Kukri snake.
During his stint at Katarniaghat
Wildlife Sanctuary in 2004,
Pandey had rediscovered
another snake species known as
Branded Krait.

Mahavir Kaujlagi, deputy
director, DTR said, "Red Coral
Kukri snake's presence in
Dudhwa is enthusing though it
was sighted in Katarniaghat
forests seven years
ago.""However in Dudhwa, its
presence has been registered
after 82 years," he added.

According to experts, Red
Coral Kukri is a nocturnal non
venomous reptile feeding on
insects and worms. PTI
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Jaipur: A speeding truck
ploughed into a marriage pro-
cession in Rajasthan's
Pratapgarh district, leaving
nine people, including four
children, dead and 19 others
injured, police said on Tuesday.

The accident happened
near Ramdev Temple on
National Highway-113 on
Monday night when the truck
going to Banswara from
Nimbahera rammed into the
marriage party moving on the
roadside, SP, Pratapgarh, Anil
Beniwal told PTI.

Police had earlier put the
number of those killed as 13.

Traffic was disrupted on
the highway Tuesday as a group
of 200-300 people blocked the
road demanding higher com-
pensation for families of the
deceased. 

The State Government has
announced �50,000 to aggriev-

ed family members, DSP
Vijaypal Singh Sandhu said.

“Traffic was diverted as
the highway was blocked for
nearly 2 hours as family mem-
bers of deceased demanded
higher compensation. Traffic
was resumed after pacifying
protesters,” Sandhu said.

Sandhu said bodies were
handed over to family mem-
bers after post-mortem and a
case registered against the truck
driver. 

“We have seized the truck
and tracked down the abscond-
ing truck driver,” he said. 

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has expressed condo-
lences with the families of
those killed in the accident. 

Nine of the deceased have
been identified as Daulatram
(60), Bharat (30), Shubham
(5), Chotu (5), Dilip (11),
Arjun (15), Ishu (19), Ramesh
(30) and Karan (28), police
said.  PTI
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Tensions escalated along the
line of control in Rajouri

late Tuesday evening following
'unprovoked' ceasefire violation
by the Pakistan army. 

According to ground
reports, the firing which start-
ed in the evening continued till
late in the night. 

The entire stretch from
Jhangad in Nowshera wit-
nessed heavy exchange of fir-
ing. The Indian army jawans
remained in a state of high alert
to prevent any strike by Border
Action Team of Pakistan army
or fresh infiltration bid.

The local villagers in the
area also remained closeted
inside their houses along the
line of control.

Defence PRO in Jammu, Lt
Col Devendra Anand said, "
Pakistan army initiated 'unpro-
voked' ceasefire violation by
using small arms fire late

Tuesday evening".
"The Indian army retaliat-

ed strongly and effectively", he
added.  

In plain areas of Jammu,
especially along the
International border, the
counter infiltration grid has
been beefed up to prevent any
infiltration bid following
Pulwama terror attack.

Small groups of heavily
armed infiltrators were spotted
in the areas by the border
guards close to the
International border. 
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Pune: NCP president Sharad
Pawar on Tuesday criticised
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for skipping the all-party meet-
ing called by the NDA
Government in the wake of the
Pulwama terror attack.

Instead of attending the
meeting over such a serious
issue, Modi chose to address ral-
lies elsewhere, the former Union
Minister said.

"An all-party meeting was
called on Saturday...In fact we
were told that PM Modi would
chair the meeting. Presuming
that Modi would attend the
meeting, we all went to Delhi as
it (the terror attack in South
Kashmir) was an attack on the
nation," Pawar told reporters
here. "Upon reaching there, we
came to know that PM was not
there....When 40 CRPF jawans

got martyred and there was a
serious situation, the PM should
have been present at the meet-
ing, but he chose to address pub-
lic rallies in Dhule and Yavatmal
(in Maharashtra), where he crit-
icised us (opposition parties)," he
said. Pawar was speaking to
reporters after unveiling a stat-
ue of Chhatrapati Shivaji on the
premise of MIT World Peace
University here.

Asked about the BJP-Shiv
Sena alliance which was
announced Monday, Pawar said
it was bound to happen.

"For the last few months,
they hurled abuse at each other
and now they are holding hands.
But the people of the state are
mature enough and know the
politics behind it. The people
will give a proper reply to those
who cheated them," he said.  PTI

Bengaluru: Two people were
mowed down and three others
injured by a car in which senior
state BJP leader and MLA C T
Ravi was travelling near
Kunigal in Tumakuru district
early Tuesday, police said.

The victims, who had
come in two vehicles, were
standing by the roadside when
the accident occurred, accord-
ing to the first information
report.

The injured have been
rushed to a hospital, they said.

Ravi said he was sleeping in
his car and was on his way to
Chennai from
Chikkamagaluru along with
his gunman.

"I realised that something
happened only when the air
bag opened and I stepped out.
Till then, I did not realise" he
said.

The MLA suffered chest
pain and minor injuries in the
incident, the state BJP said.

Ravi said he was told that
two people had died and he
immediately called the ambu-
lance and rushed the victims to
a private hospital in Bengaluru.

He also underwent treat-
ment at the same hospital, he
added. "I understand the pain
(of the victims' families). This
was not something that anyone
wanted," he said. PTI
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Kolkata: A member of terror
outfit Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) was arrest-
ed from Santragachi railway
station in Howrah district, the
police said on Tuesday.

The Special Task Force of
Kolkata Police arrested Asif
Iqbal alias Nadeem, a resident
of Murshidabad district, from
Santragachi railway station on
Monday night, a police officer
said.

Iqbal is an active member
of JMB since 2017. He had gone
to Chennai and was trained
under Kausar, arrested in 2018
by the National Investigation
Agency (NIA).

The police produced Iqbal
before a court which remand-
ed him to police custody till
March 5, officials said.

He is the second JMB oper-
ative arrested in less than a
week.  On Saturday the STF
had arrested a 22-year-old JMB
operative Ariful Islam alias
Arif from Babughat area of
Kolkata.  PTI

Bengaluru: Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Tuesday
slammed Pakistan for seeking
proof of its involvement in the
Pulwama terror attack and said
it was India which has been pro-
viding evidence but the neigh-
bouring country has not taken
any action on it.

She was reacting to Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan's
message to India to share
'actionable intelligence' if his
country was involved in the ter-
ror attack for any action.

"Since the Mumbai attacks,
not just this government, the
earlier government also had
sent dossiers after dossiers, evi-
dence after evidence, what
action has Pakistan taken on
them?" she asked.

Also, at every level India has
been following the process of law
and the Mumbai attackers had
been brought to book and pun-
ished by court of law, she told a
press conference here.

"In Pakistan not even the
first court is doing its job. There
is nothing for Pakistan to show,"
she added.

Reacting to Khan's com-
ments over the attack,
Sitharaman said she would not
want to say how the government
was going to respond to it as no
word is sufficient enough to
assuage the anger and disap-

pointment of every person of the
country.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has already allowed the
Indian Army to respond at any
given time and as they see fit,
Sitharaman said.

On the defence forces
morale following the Pulwama
terror attack, Sitharaman said
"The morale is not affected at all,
they are absolutely ready to do
their job.

The response the people of
India have shown, has brought
greater motivation to them,"
she said.

Asked what the govern-
ment is doing to avoid a repeat
of Pulwama type attacks,
Sitharamana said India was
gathering more information to
prevent any such incidents in
future.

"The security agencies are
working tirelessly to gather more
information from the ground.

Every effort will be taken to
prevent any future incidents
such as Pulwama Terror attack,"
she said.

India Tuesday rubbished
Prime Minister Imran Khan's
comments on the ghastly
Pulwama attack, saying dis-
claiming Pakistan's link with ter-
rorist attacks is an oft-repeated
excuse by the "nerve centre" of
terrorism. PTI
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Days after a Trinamool
Congress MLA was shot

dead near his house at
Krishnaganj in Nadia district,
another people’s representative
of the Bengal ruling outfit was
shot at and critically wound-
ed at port town of Budge
Budge in South 24 Parganas,
not far from Capital Kolkata.

Two assailants on Monday
evening fired two shots at

Mithun Tikadar a municipal
councilor of Budge Budge
from a pointblank range while
he was sitting inside his party
office, sources said adding the
felons came lobbing bombs
and fled in a similar fashion
when the locals and other
party workers gave them a
chase.

Tikadar was hit below his
chest and under belly, party
sources said adding he had
been operated upon and was
under observation.
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Former Additional Director
General of Police, Anuj

Sharma, on Tuesday took charge
as the new Commissioner of
Police of Kolkata after his pre-
decessor, Rajiv Kumar, was
transferred out as the new
Additional Director General of
State CID.

Kumar was being investi-
gated by the Central Bureau of
Investigation for his role in the
way the mutli-crore Sharada chit
fund was probed by the State
Government formed Special
Investigation Team. Kumar was

the head of the SIT before the
case was transferred to the CBI
in 2014 following a Supreme
Court order.

The CBI earlier this month
had made a botched attempt to
raid Kumar’s residence after he
allegedly refused to respond to
its summons of appearance
before it.

Even as the “State police
versus CBI” tussle turned into
a high-tension battle between
the Trinamool Congress
Government and the Narendra
Modi Government with Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee staging a dharna

against alleged central arm-
twisting the Supreme Court
directed Kumar to appear before
the CBI at a neutral place in
Shillong where the former
Kolkata Commissioner of Police
was grilled for 40 hours over
several days. The central agency
had been claiming that the erst-
while Kolkata Police chief had
destroyed the evidence in the
chit fund scam when he head-
ed the SIT. It further said the
copies of call records handed
over by SIT to CBI were doc-
tored. Kumar and the State
Government however rejected
the charges.
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Ahmedabad: A per-
sonal website of
Gujarat BJP vice-pres-
ident IK Jadeja was
hacked Tuesday and
"Pakistan Zindabad"
was written on it, he
said.

"Someone hacked
my personal website
www.Ikjadeja.In and
posted `Pakistan
Zindabad' it its Blog section. I
have taken steps to delete that,"
the former state minister told

reporters. A screenshot of the
hacked page was doing rounds
on social media. PTI

Aligarh (UP): Students of the
Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) ended their six-day-
old agitation here to protest
against the booking of 14 stu-
dents under sedition charges,
after a meeting between varsi-
ty administration, district offi-
cials and leaders of the stu-
dents' union.

The dharna ended mid-
night on Monday after the
agitating students were assured
by the district authorities that
no vindictive action would be
taken against any student in
the meeting that took place at
the residence of AMU Vice
Chancellor Tariq Mansoor.

Fourteen AMU students,
including their union chief,
were booked under sedition
charges after violence broke
out between two student
groups on the campus on
February 12 over reports of a

planned visit by AIMIM law-
maker Asaduddin Owaisi.

The protest intensified on
Monday after the arrest of a
student from the university
campus on Sunday night.

AMU spokesman
Professor Shafey Kidwai said,
"The protesting students have
agreed to end their dharna
after the district authorities
gave an assurance that no vin-
dictive action will be taken
against any student and justice
will be meted out after care-
fully scrutinising all allegations
as per the law."

Kidwai said that the cam-
pus atmosphere was expected
to "rapidly normalise".

District Magistrate
Chandra Bhushan Singh told
reporters, "We have given an
assurance that no innocent
student would be harassed.
Further action including arrest

of those named in the FIRs
would only be taken after a
thorough inquiry."

Leaders of the AMU stu-
dents union, while addressing
the protestors on Monday after-
noon gave a call for a 'jail bharo
andolan' urging the students to
court arrest in protest against
the manner in which AMU
students had been unfairly
booked under stringent sec-
tions including sedition. 

President of AMU stu-
dents union Salman Imtiaz
told reporters, "We have writ-
ten to the President, who is also
the university's Visitor asking
him to intervene in this grave
crisis."

"We are anguished over 
the fact that whereas fourteen
of our students were charged
with sedition our FIRs 
were not even registered," he
added. PTI
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In an incident unprecedented
in the history of the Campus,

Vice Chancellor of prestigious
Jadavpur University, Suranjan
Das, on Tuesday got injured
and had to be hospitalised
after hundreds of students
mobbed him during an agita-
tion, demanding students’
council election.

Das a noted Scholar of
History said the matter was
unprecedented in a highly
esteemed educational institu-
tion like Jadavpur University.
He however would not call in
the police “as a matter of poli-
cy” saying he always respected
freedom of educational insti-

tutions and that was against
using force against the students.

Das was reportedly pushed
by the students who resorted to
vehement sloganeering out-
side his office.

“They had reportedly come
to give a deputation but had not
give it even after the executive
council meeting,” a senior
University officer said adding
they students who were raising
slogans charged at the VC
when he came out of his office.

JU a hotbed of Left politics
had been at the centre stage of
controversy following restive
students’ movements leading
the State Government to often
allege presence of ultra-Leftist
elements inside the campus.
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Kasaragod (Ker): In a setback
to the ruling CPI(M), its local
leader A Peethambaran was
arrested on Tuesday in con-
nection with the killing of two
Youth Congress activists in
Kasaragod district, as the
Governor sought an urgent
report from the State
Government on the status of the
police probe.

Soon after Peethambaran's
arrest was recorded by police,
Kasaragod district committee

expelled him from the party fol-
lowing directions from the state
committee, a CPI(M) state-
ment said Wednesday night.

Stating that the CPI(M)
never promoted violence, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and
the party state leadership had
earlier said it had no role in the
killings.

The accused had instigated
the killings of Kripesh (24)
and Sarath Lal (21) on Sunday
night, district police superin-

tendent A Srinivas told
reporters in Kasaragod.

He would be produced
before the court on Wednesday,
Srinivas said, adding that the
interrogation of six others, who
were taken into custody, was
going on.

State Governor P
Sathasivam on Tuesday sought 
an urgent report from 
the Chief Minister on the sta-
tus of the police probe into the
incident. PTI
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Benchmark Sensex nursed
losses for the ninth session

on the trot on Tuesday follow-
ing a bruising sell-off in IT
stocks amid unabated foreign
fund outflows.

Lacklustre global cues and
rising geopolitical instability
further soured risk sentiment,
analysts said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex,
which opened in the positive
zone, suddenly dived in late
afternoon trade amid heavy
selling in IT and financial
counters. It finally finished at
35,352.61, down by 145.83
points, or 0.41 per cent.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty declined 36.60 points, or
0.34 per cent, to 10,604.35.

TCS was the top loser in
the Sensex pack, tumbling 3.39
per cent, followed by NTPC,
IndusInd Bank and Infosys.

On the other hand,
Vedanta, ICICI Bank, ONGC,
M&M, L&T, Tata Steel, SBI and
Bajaj Finance were among the
gainers, rising up to 3.38 per
cent.

“The fall was mainly due to
the sudden fall in the IT stocks
like TCS, Wipro and Infosys.

“There is a certain level of
inaction stemming from the
European economic numbers
indicating a slowdown in

growth, and an enhanced
rhetoric in the sub-continent
on the Indo-Pak relations,”
said Joseph Thomas, Head
Research — Emkay Wealth
Management.

Sectorally, the BSE IT index
lost the most, shedding 2.09 per
cent, followed by power and
utilities.

Metal, telecom, auto and
realty indices, however, ended
in the green.

Broader indices outper-
formed benchmark indices,
with the BSE Midcap and
Smallcap rising up to 0.55 per
cent.

Investor sentiment also
turned negative on heavy sell-
ing by foreign institutional
investors (FIIs), traders said.

FIIs sold shares worth a net

�1,239.79 crore, while domes-
tic institutional investors (DIIs)
were net buyers to the tune of
�2,336.74 crore on Monday,
provisional data available with
BSE showed.

Globally, equities slipped
from four-month highs even as
US and China moved ahead
with their trade talks.

In Asia, Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng fell 0.42 per cent and
Korea’s Kospi fell 0.24 per cent.
Japan’s Nikkei ended 0.09 per
cent up and Shanghai
Composite Index inched up
0.04 per cent.

In the Eurozone,
Frankfurt’s DAX was down
0.12 per cent, Paris CAC 40 fell
0.40 per cent, and London’s
FTSE shed 0.55 per cent in
early deals.
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Flipkart co-founder Sachin
Bansal has invested about

�650 crore in Ola, giving the
Indian ride-hailing company
more ammunition to com-
pete with rival Uber.  

The investment is in
Sachin’s personal capacity and
is also the largest financing by
an individual in Ola till date,
Ola said in a statement.

In January, Ola had issued
shares worth �150 crore to
Sachin as part of series J round
of funding. 

Sachin, who founded
Flipkart over a decade ago
with Binny Bansal, had quit
after US retail behemoth
Walmart picked up 77 per cent
stake in the Indian e-com-
merce company for $16 bil-
lion.

“Ola is one of India’s most
promising consumer busi-
nesses, that is creating deep
impact and lasting value for
the ecosystem,” Sachin said.

The investment is part of
Ola’s plans to raise about $1
billion in funding. In October
last year, the Bengaluru-based
company had announced rais-
ing $1.1 billion funding from
China’s Tencent Holdings and
SoftBank Group. 

It had also stated that it
was in “advanced talks” to
close an additional $1 billion
funding to take total mop-up
to more than $2 billion.
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The founder of Chinese tele-
com giant Huawei has hit

back at US efforts to blacklist
the company, saying defiantly
that the world cannot do with-
out Huawei and its “more
advanced” technology.

“There’s no way the US can
crush us,” Ren Zhengfei said in
an interview with the BBC.

“The world cannot leave us
because we are more
advanced.” Ren, 74, also
denounced as “politically moti-
vated” the December arrest of
his daughter, Huawei Chief
Financial Officer Meng
Wanzhou, who is accused of
violating US sanctions against
Iran and faces an extradition
hearing in Canada next month.

“We object to this,” he said.
“But now that we’ve gone

down this path, we’ll let the
courts settle it.” The normally
media-shy Huawei founder has
been forced to step into the
limelight in recent months as
the company has come under
increasing pressure over espi-
onage concerns and the US-led
campaign to persuade other
countries to ban its technology.

Last year, security con-
cerns prompted Australia to
ban Huawei equipment from its
future 5G network.

New Zealand has also
blocked its largest telecom carri-

er from using Huawei technolo-
gy for the next generation net-
work, while the Czech Republic
has reportedly excluded it from
a 20-million-euro ($22 million)
tender to build a tax portal.

US prosecutors are also
charging Huawei with stealing
trade secrets, saying it offered
rewards to employees for steal-
ing technology from other
rivals. Ren shrugged off the
growing pressure.

“If the lights go out in the
West, the East will still shine,” he
said. “America doesn’t represent
the world.” “Even if they per-
suade more countries not to use
us temporarily, we can always
downsize and become smaller.”

Signs that US efforts to
convince its allies to shun
Huawei technology could fall
through are also growing.

British intelligence con-
cluded that security risks posed
by using Huawei’s 5G equipment
can be managed, The Financial
Times reported on Monday.

“Other nations can make
the argument that if the British
are confident of mitigation
against national security threats
then they can also reassure
their publics and the US admin-
istration that they are acting in
a prudent manner to allow
their telecommunications ser-
vice providers to use Chinese
components,” an unnamed
source told the newspaper.
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The Finance Ministry is
mulling launching an

exchange traded fund consist-
ing of PSU bank stocks in the
next financial year, an official
said.

“We are open to the idea of
floating an ETF consisting of
stocks of PSU banks. We are
studying the price movement of
the probable stocks which
could form part of the index,”
the official told PTI.

The bank exchange traded
fund (ETF) would be in addi-
tion to the two ETFs — CPSE
ETF and Bharat-22 ETF —
launched by the Government
which have seen huge investor
demand. 

The Government has
raised �32,900 crore through
Bharat-22 ETF since 2017, and
�28,500 crore from CPSE ETF
since 2014.

The official further said the
ETF route would bring back
investor confidence in the
banking stocks.

“Individual bank scrips
may not be attractive for
investors at the moment but

bunching of banking stocks
through ETFs might see
investor demand pick up,” he
said.

Among the 20 public sec-
tor banks, the Government
holds 58.53 per cent stake in
SBI, 70.22 per cent in Punjab
National Bank, 70.62 per cent
in Canara Bank, 77.23 per cent
in Oriental Bank of Commerce
and 83.09 per cent in Bank of
India.

Besides, it holds 63.74 per
cent in Bank of Baroda, 87.01
per cent in Bank of
Maharashtra and 67.43 per
cent in Union Bank of India. 

The Government has set a
disinvestment target of �90,000
crore for 2019-20, up from
�80,000 crore in 2018-19. So far
this fiscal, the Government has
raised �53,558 crore from CPSE
stake sale and share buyback. 

In an interview to PTI,
Secretary in Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) Atanu
Chakraborty had earlier said
DIPAM would conduct a study
to provide risk-free investment
option to retail investors in the
form of sector-specific ETFs.
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Honda Motor Co plans to
close its car factory in

western England in 2021, the
company said on Tuesday, in a
fresh blow to the British econ-
omy as it faces its March 29 exit
from the European Union.

The Japanese automaker
announced the decision, which
will imperil 3,500 jobs and pos-
sibly many more, at a news
conference in Tokyo.

Honda’s president and
CEO, Takahiro Hachigo, told
reporters the decision was not
related to Brexit, but was based
on what made most sense for
its global competitiveness in
light of the need to accelerate
its production of electric vehi-
cles.

“We still don’t know what
sort of changes Brexit will
bring at this point,” he said.
“We have to wait until we have
a better idea about the situa-
tion.” Hachigo said the com-
pany would begin discussions
with affected workers at the fac-
tory in Swindon right away.

“I very much regret this,”

he said, adding that “this was
the best choice the circum-
stances.” Honda makes its pop-
ular Civic model at the facto-
ry, 115 kilometers (70 miles)
west of London, with an output
of 150,000 cars per year. 

Its restructuring is aimed at
adjusting its operations to
reflect stronger demand in
Asia and North America,
Hachigo said.

The next model of Civic to
be sold in Britain will be
exported from Japan, the com-
pany said.

Honda is also adjusting its
operations in Turkey, where it
makes 38,000 Civic sedans a
year. It said it would continue
operating there, however, and
hold a “constructive dialogue”
with local stakeholders.

British businesses are issu-
ing increasingly urgent warn-
ings about the damage being
done by the uncertainty around
Brexit. The UK has yet to seal
a deal laying out the divorce
terms and establishing what
trade rules will apply after
Brexit.

In presenting the restruc-

turing plan, Hachigo stressed
that Honda was striving to
adjust to a fast changing glob-
al industry.

“We are facing increasing-
ly severe competition from
Chinese and Indian manufac-
turers,” he said. “We have to
move more quickly.” But
Christian Stadler, a professor at
Warwick Business School in
England, said Brexit had to be
a factor. The loss of free entry
into the European market from
Britain undoes one of its top
advantages as a manufacturing
base.

Many businesses fear eco-
nomic chaos if there isn’t an
agreement on the rules and
conditions that will replace
the 45 years of frictionless
trade that came with being an
EU member. The uncertainty
has already led many firms to
shift some operations abroad,
stockpile goods or defer invest-
ment decisions.

Earlier this month, Japan’s
Nissan announced that it
would not build a new SUV at
its plant in Sunderland,
England, as previously planned. 

2����	��	����	����	��	��������
���������	D�B00	4���

�	��� �89�:8;65

The country’s total solar
power generation capacity,

including 3.85 gigawatt (GW)
rooftops, stood at 28.05 GW
while 17.65 GW was under
implementation as on December
31, 2018, according to a report
by Bridge To India (BTI).

The quarterly market report,
titled ‘India Solar Compass Q4
2018’, gives a detailed analysis of
capacity addition, tender
issuance, market players, price
trends for the past quarter and
the whole year 2018.

India’s total solar installed

capacity and pipeline stood at
28,057 MW and 17,658 MW as
on December 31, 2018, accord-
ing to the report. This capacity
is split between utility scale and
rooftop solar as 24,202 MW and
3,855 MW, respectively.

It said only 1,446 MW
capacity was added in the
October-December 2018 peri-
od, 990 MW in utility scale solar
and 456 MW in rooftop solar.

The utility scale solar
capacity addition has been
sluggish since the second quar-
ter ended June 30, 2018, and is
down 46 per cent over the
fourth quarter of 2017.
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Commerce and Industry
Minister Suresh Prabhu on

Tuesday said in the coming
days, stalls of GI products,
such as Darjeeling Tea, will be
set up at all the 103 airports in
the country.

A geographical indication
(GI) is primarily an agricultur-
al, natural or a manufactured
product (handicrafts and indus-
trial goods) originating from a
definite geographical territory.

The famous items that
carry this tag include Basmati
rice, Darjeeling Tea, Chanderi
Fabric, Mysore Silk, Kullu
Shawl, Kangra Tea, Thanjavur
Paintings, Allahabad Surkha,
Farrukhabad Prints, Lucknow
Zardozi and Kashmir Walnut
Wood Carving.

“At Goa airport, it has
already been set up. All airports
will have GI product stalls in
the coming days,” Prabhu said
here at an event of Government
eMarketplace (GeM), an online
platform for public procure-
ment.
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Tennis star Novak Djokovic,
record-breaking gymnast
Simone Biles, golfing legend

Tiger Woods and the World Cup
champion French football team
bagged the top honours at the 2019
Laureus World Sports Awards here.

Djokovic fought off tough com-
petition from the likes of Kylian
Mbappe, Eliud Kipchoge and LeBron
James to win the Laureus 'World
Sportsman of the Year Award' on
Monday night.

Djokovic, who won the last
three Grand Slams including the
Australian Open last month, after
returning from elbow surgery,
equalled the great Usain Bolt by win-
ning the top Laureus award for the
fourth time. Roger Federer has won
it a record five times.

"Last year was an incredible
season for me, returning from injury
to win Wimbledon and the US
Open is something I'll remember for-
ever. I am delighted and I would like
to thank the Laureus Academy for
their support," said the Serbian.

The Laureus World Sports
Academy - made up of 68 global
sporting legends - volunteered their
time to vote for the winners in each

shortlisted category which recognis-
es sporting achievement in 2018.

The Awards were hosted by
actor James Marsden and featured
entertainment from Grammy-nom-
inated singer-songwriter Jorja Smith.

Gymnast  Simone Biles was
crowned 'Sportswoman of the Year'
after her record-breaking perfor-
mance at the World Championships,
in which she won four gold, one sil-
ver and one bronze medal.

Biles, who also won the same
Award in 2017, made history last year
by becoming the first woman to win
four all-around world champi-
onships. At just 21, she now has a
record 14 career world titles.

FIFA World Cup winners France
became the first national football
team to win a second Team of the
Year Award, fighting off competition
from the world-leading teams across
a range of sports including Mercedes

AMG Petronas F1, Golden State
Warriors and Real Madrid. French
coach Didier Deschamps was in
Monaco to accept the award on
behalf of the team.

Japan's first Grand Slam tennis
star Naomi Osaka received the
'Breakthrough of the Year Award' for
her victory in the US Open, where
she defeated five-time Laureus Award
winner Serena Williams.

Osaka, 21, who is now number

one in the world after recently win-
ning the Australian Open, makes his-
tory as Japan's first  Award winner.

Golfing star Woods won his
third Laureus Award, after winning
the 'Sportsman of the Year' accolade
in 2000 and 2001.

The American, who was not pre-
sent, won the 'World Comeback of
the Year' Award for winning the Tour
Championship, his first win in 1,876
days. Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat

was nominated in this category and
she attended the ceremony.

The 17-year-old American
snowboarding sensation Chloe Kim,
who became the youngest woman to
win a Winter Olympics snowboard-
ing gold medal at the Pyeongchang
Games, won the 'Action
Sportsperson of the Year' Award.

Slovak alpine skier Henrieta
Farkasova and her guide Natalia
Subrtova won the 'Sportsperson of
the Year with a Disability' Award.
They have become the most decorat-
ed Winter Paralympian pair in
Pyeongchang with four gold medals
in vision-impaired Downhill, Giant
Slalom, Super Combined and Super-
G, plus silver in Slalom.

Yuwa, a sport for development
organisation that works in the rural
region of Jharkhand in northern
India, received the Laureus Sport for
Good Award for their life-changing
work in using football to improve the
lives of young girls from disadvan-
taged communities.

The Laureus Academy recog-
nised marathon world record break-
er Eliud Kipchoge with the
Exceptional Achievement Award.

Kipchoge, who ran the fastest
time ever in a marathon in Berlin
with a time of 2 hours 1 min 39 sec-
onds, broke the previous record by
a massive 1 min 18 seconds.

Legendary football manager
Arsene Wenger received the Lifetime
Achievement Award for his contri-
bution to football during his 22 years
as manager of Arsenal.

Wenger received a guard of
honour at the ceremony from leg-
endary Arsenal captain Cesc
Fabregas and football legends
Alessandro Del Piero, Luis Figo,
Fabio Capello, Didier Deschamps,
Cafu and Alex Scott.

Skiing great Lindsey Vonn's
incredible career was recognised by
the Academy with the Spirit of Sport
Award. 
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Defending champions
Chennai Super Kings will

take on Royal Challengers
Bangalore in the opening
encounter of the 12th Indian
Premier League for which a
provisional two-week schedule
was announced by the BCCI on
Tuesday.

The opening game has
been scheduled for March 23 in
Chennai, the BCCI announced
in its schedule comprising 17
games.

The IPL will be off to an
earlier-than-usual start this
year owing to the general elec-
tions, dates of which are yet to
be announced. Any change in
the provisional itinerary —
from March 23 to April 5
—will be revised accordingly.

"These are still subject to

the announcement of the Lok
Sabha 2019 election dates.
Once these have been released,
the BCCI will address any
issues with the first two weeks
and will also prepare a sched-
ule for the remainder of the
season working with the local
authorities around the polling
dates," read an official state-
ment from the IPL.

On March 24, Kolkata
Knight Riders wil l  host
Sunrisers Hyderabad in the
afternoon encounter of a dou-
ble header in which Mumbai
Indians will take on Delhi
Capitals in Mumbai.

Rajasthan Royals and Kings
XI Punjab will meet each other
in Jaipur to complete the first
round of games.

A total of 17 matches will
be played during this two-
week phase across the 8 home

venues of the respective
franchises.

All teams will play a
minimum of four games
with Delhi Capitals and
RCB competing in five

matches each during this time.
Every side will play a minimum
of two home and two away
matches except for Delhi and
RCB. While Delhi will compete
in three home games (against
Chennai Super Kings on March
26th, Kolkata Knight Riders on
30th and SRH on 4th April),
RCB will play an equal number
of away encounters.

While the weekends will
have double-headers but the
schedule doesn't  clarify
whether the BCCI will contin-
ue with the usual 4pm (after-
noon) and 8 pm (evening) for-
mat or there will be a change in
timing.
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Alastair Cook believes
England can end decades

of World Cup disappointment
with a triumph on home soil
this year.

England has never won the
men's World Cup, but with 100
days to go until the start of the
latest edition, a team cap-
tained by Eoin Morgan is top
of the 50-over world rankings.

Former England skipper
Cook, who retired from inter-
national cricket last year as the
country's highest Test run-
scorer and most-capped play-
er, said there were several rea-
sons why Morgan's men could
go one better than the England
teams that lost in the 1979,
1987 and 1992 finals.

"They're a very settled side,
they've got 15 players pretty
much nailed on for that squad,"
Cook said at a World Cup
event in London on Tuesday.

"Everyone knows their
role, they're very comfortable
in their role, they've got a lot
of strength in depth, they seem
to have a lot of options covered
and they're an exciting team to
watch.

"They are a brilliant one-
day side."

Cook never played in a
World Cup, with the left-hand-
ed opening batsman dramati-
cally dropped from the squad
that then failed to beat a fellow
Test nation while suffering a
group-stage exit at the 2015
edition in Australia and New
Zealand.

But Cook said a change of
attitude lay behind England's
rise up the one-day rankings
since that dismal display.

"Probably over the years
we've really concentrated on
Test cricket as a nation. Over
the last three or four years
we've really given the one-day

cricket its due," he said.
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It was a point emphasised

by former England spinner
Graeme Swann, who said: "I
just think England are picking
the right team these days.

"They're picking one-day
specialists and the sky's the
limit.

"When they bat, people
like Jason Roy, Jonny Bairstow,
they think that (scoring) 400 is
feasible rather than an impos-
sible dream. I think England
have finally picked a very
aggressive team as well, with
Eoin Morgan, who's a brilliant
captain.

"They've got a team that is
putting them in firm con-
tention to win this World
Cup," insisted Swann, who
added "I never thought we
(England) would win it deep
down when I was there."

Swann was a member of
the only England men's side to
have won a major global tro-

phy — the 2010 World
Twenty20 in the Caribbean —
and sees parallels between that
team and Morgan's men.

"The only world trophy I
thought we had a genuine
chance of winning was the
World Twenty20 in the West
Indies that we did,  because we
were ahead of the curve there.

"We picked a team of spe-
cialists, people like Craig
Kieswetter, Michael Lumb —
and I think that's what England
have finally started doing in the
one-day game as well." 

But Swann warned that
England would face several
tough opponents in their quest
for World Cup glory.

"You can never write off
India, they are an exceptional
one-day team, Virat is a bril-
liant captain, brilliant player."

As for champions
Australia, Swann said: "The
Aussies are like Germany in
the football — you can never
write them off at a World
Cup." 
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Kolkata Knight Riders skipper
Dinesh Karthik on Tuesday

said that he would miss playing
at the Eden Gardens terribly if
some of their home games are
shifted out to neutral venues
because of the coming Lok Sabha
polls.

"I will really miss Kolkata
because there is a certain vibe,
certain energy playing at Eden.
Playing in front of 60,000 cheer-
ing for you makes a massive dif-
ference," Karthik said.

"If we do miss a few games,
I would miss Eden gardens ter-
ribly," said Karthik.

The IPL dates are likely to
clash with the Lok Sabha elec-
tions towards the second-half of
the tournament. The BCCI is
considering possibility of chang-
ing the competition's home and
away format and making it
venue-specific.

Matches will be scheduled at
neutral venues where polling
would have already concluded or
coming up at a later date.

Talking about the team,
Karthik who took over the cap-
taincy of the side last year said
they have a slightly different
team from last year and he is
looking forward to the new sea-
son.

"We are slightly different to
the team we had last year. We are
really looking forward to it as a
team. We have realised what we
lacked last year and we have
added resources accordingly.
Thus, we are a more well-round-
ed team this year," the 33-year old
said.

The Kolkata outfit shelled
out Rs 5 crore for West Indies all-
rounder Carlos Brathwaite and
another Rs 1.6 crore for New
Zealand pacer Lockie Ferguson.

They are additions to an
already stacked side that has the
likes of Sunil Narine, Andre
Russell, Chris Lynn, Karthik and
Kuldeep Yadav.

Karthik will lead the team for
the second season running and
will look to continue the run-
making heroics that yielded him
498 runs as the team's highest
scorer in the last campaign.

Asked about his personal
goal, Karthik said: "I am not
somebody who sets goals per sea-
son. For some strange reason, it
is not something I have enjoyed
doing."

"If we can go out there and
put our best foot on the park, and
the best we can, I will be very
happy," he said.

Mumbai stalwart Abhishek
Nayar, KKR's academy coach and
also one who Karthik credits for
his recent success, was also pre-
sent along with KKR Chief
Executive Venky Mysore at the
Eden Gardens.

Asked about Karthik using
IPL to prove a point to Indian
selectors ahead of the ICC World
Cup, Nayar said: "He has already
made a statement playing for
India. When he plays the IPL, it's
more about making sure his
team wins. It's more about KKR
the team than DK the individ-
ual."

"With the limited opportu-
nities he has got for India, he has
proven himself in the role he has
been assigned in terms of being
a finisher for the team. He has
been consistent in doing that,"
Nayar said.

Kolkata Knight Riders CEO
Venky Mysore on Tuesday said
that the IPL teams are yet to
receive any guidelines on work-
load management from the
BCCI with regards to World Cup
hopefuls, asserting that the issue
may not arise due to a three-week
gap between the two events.

KKR has Kuldeep Yadav
and Dinesh Karthik in their
roles with the former certain to
be a part of India's World Cup
squad.

"We have not heard any
such thing from them (BCCI).
The tournament is finishing
early enough. If May 12 is the
final and India plays its first game
on June 5, I think there is enough
of a gap. But we have not had any
such guidance or instruction,"
Mysore said on the sidelines of
the Mayors Cup at Eden Gardens
here.

Mysore's statement came
after national senior selection
committee chairman MSK
Prasad had recently said that the
BCCI is in talks with various IPL
franchises to manage the work-
loads of 18 core players.

The IPL begins on March 23
in Chennai with defending
champions Chennai Super Kings
taking on Royal Challengers
Bangalore, while the World Cup
will be held in the United
Kingdom from May 30 to July
14.
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Former Australian opener
Matthew Hayden rates his

countryman Marcus Stoinis
above India's promising all-
rounder Hardik Pandya.

Hayden, who turned out
for his country in 103 Test
matches, also feels that his
compatriot and fast bowler
Pat Cummins is likely to
trouble India opener Shikhar
Dhawan in the coming ODI
and T20 between the two
countries.

However, he praised
India leg-spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal and predicted that the
Haryana bowler will come
out on top in his expected
middle-overs battle against
the hard-hitting Australia
batsman Glenn Maxwell.

The India-Australia

series, comprising two T20s
and f ive One Day
Internationals, starts on
February 24 with the first
T20 to be held in
Visakhapatnam.

"Marcus Stoinis is devel-
oping into a world-class all-
rounder. He is unlucky not to
be playing a little bit more
Test cricket. He has quality in
his play, although Hardik is
also a fine player," Hayden
said, comparing the two
pace-bowling all rounders.
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������ In the absence of Steve
Smith and David Warner, the
Australian batting line-up has
often crumbled under pressure in
recent times, Test vice-captain
Josh Hazlewood said and added
youngsters are missing the guid-
ance of the banned duo.

Hazlewood said advice from
coaches cannot teach the young
batsmen everything and presence
of the experienced duo, banned for
a year for involvement in the ball-
tampering scandal during a Test
series against South Africa, could
have made a huge difference.

"It's just so important to have
those couple of senior guys when
you bring those couple of young
guys into the top six to learn from.
You just can't teach few things as
coaches. You have to learn out in
the middle batting with a senior
person. I think the other young
batters will really feed off.”
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Massimiliano Allegri told
Juventus not to be afraid of
Atletico Madrid but for

one of these teams their worst fears
in this season's Champions League
are about to become a reality.

Crashing out in the last 16
would be unthinkable for two clubs
that were among the favourites
when the draw for the knock-out
stages was made in December.

"Those that have ambition are
not afraid," Allegri said, after his
side was drawn to play Atletico,
with the first leg on Wednesday at
the Wanda Metropolitano.

"It's like a final, we cannot put
a foot wrong," Atletico boss Diego
Simeone said. Juventus and Atletico
Madrid have reached 12 European
Cup finals between them, with last
season's game in Kiev the first in
five years in which neither had fea-

tured.
Atletico went on to win the

Europa League instead, proving
themselves too strong for Europe's
second-tier competition, while
Juventus were dumped out by
eventual winners Real Madrid,
undone by a controversial Cristiano
Ronaldo penalty in the 98th
minute.

It was Ronaldo's 10th goal in
seven games against Juventus, hav-
ing scored twice in the first leg and
twice in the final in 2017 too. Juve
beat Real in the semi-finals two
years earlier but even then, Ronaldo
managed a goal in each leg.

There was understandable
relief, as well as joy, when the
Portugese switched sides last sum-
mer and now, there is belief.
Ronaldo has not finished in single
figures for goals in the Champions
league since 2011.

As Lionel Messi said: "They

already had a good team and now
they have Cristiano Ronaldo."
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But with anticipation comes

pressure. Juventus are on course to
win an eighth consecutive Scudetto
but this is the one trophy they crave.

Miss out again and it will be 23
years since they last lifted Europe's
premier prize, this time with its
most prolific player ever among
their ranks.

"We have to be wary of
Atletico," Allegri said.

"And we have to find the right
moment to score. It's crucial that
we get a goal there, otherwise qual-
ification will be very difficult," he
added.

Atletico's own record signing
last summer, Thomas Lemar, was
not even born when Gianluca
Vialli hoisted the trophy in 1996 for
the Italians but expectation weighs
heavy on them too.

Atleti have the chance to play
a final at home this year, at the
Wanda Metropolitano, and not
only snatch the cup away from
rivals Real but do it in the city they
both call their own.

"Of course we are inspired by
playing a final in our own stadium,
in our own city, in front of our own

fans," Simeone said.
"But it is pointless only to

imagine it. The reality will be what
we deserve," he added.

Simeone extended his con-
tract as Atleti coach until
2022 last week and while few
can question the remarkable
progress made during his
tenure, there are some that
believe a ceiling has been
reached.

They are out of the Copa del
Rey and seven points behind
Barcelona in La Liga, where back-
to-back defeats earlier this month
failed to capitalise on a rare Catalan
dip.

Summer signings are yet to
fully fire and there is scepticism
about the January arrival of Alvaro
Morata, not just because of his links
to Real. When results waver, ques-
tions about Simeone's style also
invariably follow.

"It is a style I like, it makes us
win," Antoine Griezmann told
UEFA on Monday. Winning a tro-
phy on their own patch would be
even better.

"It's an extra motivation for us
and for the fans. The road to get
there will be tough but we'll give it
our all," World Cup winner
Griezmann added.
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As their Premier League title rivals
Liverpool sunned themselves in

Marbella last week, Manchester City
were getting muddy in Newport on
Saturday to keep alive the prospect of
a historic clean sweep of four trophies.

City's focus switches from south
Wales to Schalke on Wednesday for the
first leg of their Champions League last
16 tie before a Wembley final against
Chelsea on Sunday for the right to lift
the first silverware of the season in the
League Cup.

A decade into the
club's Abu Dhabi own-
ership, the importance
for City to win the

Champions League for the first
time would have made it easy for
the English champions to priori-
tise Europe this season.

However, after romping to
the league with a record 100

points last year, it is another piece of
history that Pep Guardiola's side now
crave by outdoing even Manchester
United's treble of league, Champions
League and FA Cup in 1998/99.

Two weeks on from smashing
Chelsea 6-0, City will be heavy
favourites to retain the League Cup this
weekend and should cruise past a
Schalke side languishing in 14th in the
Bundesliga to make the Champions
League quarter-finals.

A 4-1 victory at Newport also
secured progress to the last eight of the
FA Cup and City also sit top of the
Premier League on goal difference,
although Liverpool have a game in
hand.

"It's better to be in this situation,"
insisted Guardiola at going for four tro-
phies rather than concentrating
resources into Champions League and
Premier League glory as Jurgen Klopp's
side have been able to after early

domestic cup exits.
"It's important in February to be

here, in four competitions. Now we go
to biggest stage, Champions League,
and we will see (what happens) in May
and June," added Guardiola.

Rather than fear the accumulated
fatigue of fighting on four fronts,
Guardiola is embracing the challenge
and at least has the luxury of strength
in depth to call on.

Leroy Sane, Phil Foden and Riyad
Mahrez all scored at Rodney Parade a
week on from failing to make the start-

ing XI in the 6-0 rout
of Chelsea to make
their case for a
Champions League
start in

Gelsenkirchen.
In contrast to a stunning record of

winning seven league titles in nine sea-
sons in charge of Barcelona, Bayern
Munich and City, Guardiola has con-
sistently fallen short in the Champions
League since winning the competition
for the second time as a coach with
Barca in 2011.

Such has been the dominance of
Guardiola's sides on the domestic
front, they have often had the title prac-
tically wrapped up by the time the
Champions League returns in February
and peaked through the winter months.

That certainly has not been the case
this season as a December dip of three
defeats in four Premier League games
gave Liverpool hope of ending a 29-year
wait to win the title.

However, a genuine title race that
will not allow City to let up in the final
months of the season may yet prove
beneficial to their Champions League
chances as long as they arrive at the lat-
ter stages more match sharp rather than
shattered.

That is a risk Guardiola seems will-
ing to take in his quest to rewrite the
record books once more. 
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Paul Pogba drove Manchester
United into the FA Cup quarter-

finals and pushed Chelsea manager
Maurizio Sarri closer to the sack as
the troubled holders crashed to a 2-
0 defeat on Monday.

Pogba set up United's opening
goal for Ander Herrera with a majes-
tic cross and the France star added
the second himself as Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer's side produced a com-
manding display at Stamford Bridge.

Chelsea's lacklustre fifth round
exit — their first FA Cup defeat since
the 2017 final — was another painful
blow for Sarri, who is facing a fight
to save his job following a dismal
debut season.

Chelsea suffered their heaviest
defeat for 28 years when they were
thrashed 6-0 at Manchester City ear-
lier this month, an indignity that
came just weeks after a humiliating
4-0 loss at Bournemouth.

Amid claims Sarri has lost the
support of his players, the former
Napoli boss watched ashen-faced as
Chelsea collapsed again for a fifth
defeat in their last 10 games.

Sarri was subjected to chants of
"you don't know what you're doing"
and "you're getting sacked in the
morning" from frustrated Chelsea
fans, who called for their former star
Frank Lampard, now in charge of
Derby, to replace the Italian.

It was the worst possible start to
a defining period for Sarri, whose
stubborn tactics and dubious man-
management have come under
intense scrutiny.

Chelsea, currently outside the
Premier League's top four, return to
action against Malmo in the Europa
League last 32 second leg holding a
2-1 lead on Thursday.

Assuming he hasn't been axed by
demanding Chelsea owner Roman
Abramovich before then, a shock
defeat against Malmo would be cat-

astrophic for Sarri ahead of
next Sunday's League Cup
Final date with Manchester
City.

United are through to the
last eight for a fifth consecu-
tive season as they look to
win the FA Cup for a record-
equalling 13th time and first since
2016.

Ending United's nine-game win-
less run at Chelsea was another
feather in Solskjaer's cap as his team
bounced back from last week's
Champions League last 16 first leg

loss to Paris Saint-Germain.
Solskjaer went unbeaten in his

first 11 games and the interim boss
showed his tactical skills by out-wit-
ting Sarri with his switch to a mid-
field diamond formation.
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In a frantic opening,

Romero was called into action
when David Luiz drilled a dip-
ping free-kick over the United
wall. Romero kept out Luiz's
effort and scrambled to his feet
to save Pedro's powerful shot

from the rebound.
Gonzalo Higuain should have

opened the scoring from Cesar
Azpilicueta's teasing cross, but the
Argentine striker headed wide.

Those misses proved fatal for
Chelsea, whose early pressure was

rendered irrelevant by another lapse
of concentration in the 31st minute.
Mata picked out Pogba on the left
wing and the United midfielder,
unchecked by the slow-to-react
Antonio Rudiger, unfurled a sublime
cross that looped towards the far
post.

Herrera timed his run perfectly
to meet Pogba's delivery in stride and
Marcos Alonso fatally lost his man
as the Spanish midfielder planted a
close-range header past Kepa
Arrizabalaga for his first goal since
December.

Pogba was only just getting
warmed up and he single-handedly
ripped Chelsea part to double
United's lead on the stroke of half-
time.

Playing an incisive pass down
the right flank to Rashford, Pogba
surged into the Chelsea area and
muscled his way above Azpilicueta
to meet his team-mate's pin-point
cross with a diving header that
Kepa couldn't keep out.

It was the 15th goal Pogba has
been directly involved since Solskjaer
took charge, underlined his renais-
sance since the sacking of his neme-
sis Jose Mourinho.
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Asian Games Gold-medallist Amit Panghal (49kg)
on Tuesday claimed a second successive Gold at

the Strandja Memorial Tournament, in which India's
women boxers also scripted history with a
couple of maiden top finishes in Sofia,
Bulgaria.

The Armyman from Haryana pulled
off a dominating 5-0 triumph over
Kazakhstan's Temirtas Zhussupov, who was
left with a bleeding forehead at the end of
the final bout.

Former junior world champion
Nikhat Zareen and Meena Kumari
Devi became the first set of Indian
women boxers to notch up Gold
medals at the prestigious tourna-
ment, which is into its 70th edi-
tion.

In all, India signed off with
three Gold, a Silver, and three
Bronze medals in this edition of the
event, which marks the beginning of
the European boxing calendar.

Zareen, a multiple-time nation-
al medallist, claimed a 5-0 win in the
51kg category finals against Filipino
Irish Magno, while Devi got the bet-
ter of Aira Villegas 3-2, also from
the Philippines, in the ban-
tamweight (54kg) summit clash.

The previous best by an Indian
woman boxer at the event was the
Silver won by the legendary M C
Mary Kom last year.

"I dedicate this medal to the
martyrs of the Pulwama terror
attack. It was a very sad day for us
as a country," Zareen said referring
to last week's terrorist attack that
killed 40 CRPF personnel in
Jammu and Kashmir.

However, Manju Rani (48kg)
settled for Silver after going down
to another Filipino in Josie Gabuco
in a split 2-3 verdict.

In a commanding performance,

Zareen out-maneuvered Magno with a rock
solid defence. Although the bout seemed clos-
er than the final score-line, Zareen pulled it
off by denying her rival a clear shot.

"My entire thought process in the bout
was to never give up. My opponent had beat-
en Pinki Jangra in the first round and I just
wanted to prove that I could get the better
of her," Zareen said.

"This win is also my response to all those
who doubt my ability. I am just emotionally over-
whelmed right now," added the 22-year-old, who
was denied a trial before the Asian Games last
year despite being fit.

Devi, who won a Bronze medal in the pre-
vious edition of the prestigious tournament,
bettered her podium performance with a grit-
ty show against Villegas.

The Indian battled hard against her aggres-
sive opponent and did well on the counter-
attack to edge past the Filipino for a top fin-
ish.
On Monday, Pwilao Basumatari (64kg), Neeraj

(60kg) and Lovlina Borgohain (69kg) had settled
for Bronze medals after losing their semifinal
bouts.

"The key to this success has been stress man-
agement. It has been a conscious decision to keep
the pressure off them and constantly remind them

of their strengths," said India's chief coach for
women, Mohammed Ali Qamar, who took
over the top position only last month.

The country had won 11 medals at the
2018 edition, two of them Gold, which was also the
country's best ever performance. 
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