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Against the backdrop of the
Pulwama terror attack last

week in which 44 Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
soldiers were martyred, visiting
Saudi Arabia Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman
(MBS) said here on Wednesday
terrorism and extremism are
“common concerns” and his
country will extend coopera-
tion to India and neighbouring
countries to deal with them. 

He held talks with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who
called the attack a “cruel sym-
bol” of the scourge of terrorism
and sought punishment for
terrorists and their backers.
However, both the leaders
refrained from naming
Pakistan.

Terrorism and extremism
are “common concerns” and
Saudi Arabia will extend all
cooperation to India and other
neighbouring countries to deal
with them, Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman said.

The talks between him and
Modi took place a day after the
influential Arab leader con-
cluded a high-profile visit to
Pakistan and agianst the back-
drop of India’s escalating ten-
sion with Islamabad following
the Pulwama terror attack.

The External Affairs
Ministry later said the Saudi
Crown Prince and Modi con-
demned the Pulwama terror
attack by JeM while “complic-
ity” of Pakistan was underlined
during the meeting between
the two leaders.

Briefing reporters on the
Crown Prince’s visit and on the
issues discussed during the
talks, TS Tirumurti, Secretary
(Economic Relations) in the
External Affairs Ministry said,
the two leaders also called
upon countries to renounce use
of terrorism as a state policy. 

In his media statement,
Modi called the attack a “cruel
symbol” of the scourge of ter-
rorism and sought punish-
ment for the terrorists and
their backers. The Crown

Prince, however, did not men-
tion the strike.

“Last week’s barbaric
Pulwama attack was a symbol
of the shadow of the inhuman
danger hovering over the
world. To deal with the scourge,
we have agreed there is a need
to ramp up pressure on coun-
tries extending any sort of
support to terrorism,” Modi
said, without naming Pakistan.

He said dismantling terror
infrastructure, eliminating sup-
port to terrorism and punish-
ing terrorists and their sup-
porters are very necessary.

In his address, Modi also
called for a strong action plan
to combat extremism so that
powers spreading violence and
terror cannot mislead the
youth. The PM said both sides
agreed that stronger bilateral
cooperation in areas such as
counter-terrorism, maritime
security and cyber-security will
be beneficial for the two 
countries.

“Today, we held extensive
and meaningful discussions

on all subjects of our bilateral
relations. We have decided to
take our economic cooperation
to new heights,” he said. In
order to facilitate institutional
investment from Saudi Arabia
in India’s economy, the two
countries have agreed to estab-
lish a framework, Modi said.
“As a result of our meeting in
Argentina two months ago,
the essence of our strategic
partnership has expanded in
the areas of security, trade and
investment,” he said.

It is time to turn energy
relations into a strategic part-
nership, he said. 

The Crown Prince arrived
here on a less than 30-hour visit
on Tuesday night, a day after
concluding his high-profile
tour of Pakistan where he said
dialogue was the only way to
resolve “outstanding issues”
between India and Pakistan.

In a joint statement,
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia on
Monday called for avoiding
“politicisation” of the UN list-
ing regime, at a time India is

stepping up efforts to brand
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
chief Masood Azhar a global
terrorist. The joint statement
said the Saudi Crown Prince
stressed dialogue is the only
way to ensure peace and sta-
bility in the region.

In a special gesture, Modi
received MBS at the airport, sig-
nifying the importance India
attaches to the visit by the
leader of the Gulf nation. The
two sides inked five pacts to
expand cooperation in a range
of areas, including trade and
investment. The two countries
also agreed to establish a bien-
nial summit and a strategic
partnership council, Modi said.

Meanwhile, after he was
given a ceremonial welcome at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Wednesday, the Crown Prince
talked about historical linkages
between the two countries and
stressed on expanding the ties. 

“The relationship between
India and Saudi Arabia is in our
DNA... Today, we want to be
ensured that the relationship is

maintained and improved for
sake of both the countries and
with the leadership of Mr
President and the Prime
Minister, we can create good
things for both the countries,”
MBS told reporters.

He also talked about the
contribution of lakhs of Indians
in the overall development of
Saudi Arabia.
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APakistan national belong-
ing to the terror group

Lashkar-e-Tayyeba was alleged-
ly murdered on Wednesday in
a brawl with other prisoners at
the Central Jail in Jaipur, jail
officials said.

A police official said the
prisoners fought over the vol-
ume of a TV set and hit
Shakrullah (50) with a large
stone. The police said “three or
four” prisoners were responsi-
ble for killing the life convict,
who is from Sialkot in
Pakistan’s Punjab. A murder
case has been registered.

The incident comes amid
heightened tension between
India and Pakistan after the
Pulwama terror attack in 
which a car bomb killed 44
CRPF personnel.

Continued on Page 4
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Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

will address her first public rally
in Prime Minister Narendra
Modi home State Gujarat 
along with sibling and party
president Rahul Gandhi on
February 28.

Besides Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and Rahul Gandhi, the
rally will also be addressed by
Sonia Gandhi, who last made
a public speech in November
last year in Telangana during
the Assembly polls. The deci-
sion of Priyanka to begin first
public address from Trimandir
Ground, Adalaj is to signal the
intent to take on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
BJP chief Amit Shah on their
home turf. 

The rally will be followed
by the Congress Working
Committee meeting which is
scheduled at Ahemdabad after
60 years. The Adalaj rally fol-
lows Rahul Gandhi’s February
14 address in tribal Lal Dungri
village in Valsad district. 
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Three members of business-
man’s family were crushed

to death after a rashly driven
dumper loaded with sand fell
over their Audi car while tak-
ing a U-turn at 1 am in Rohini
near ESI Hospital on KN Katju
Marg, police said on
Wednesday, adding that a
three-year child was injured.

Sumit (29), his wife (27),
his mother (65) and his toddler
son were on their way back
from an engagement ceremo-
ny when the accident took
place, said police. Sumit was
driving the car. 

After reaching the spot, the
police team found all the four

members of the family injured
and immediately rushed them
to a nearby hospital.  

Sumit, his mother and his
wife were declared brought dead
by the doctors, said SD Mishra,

Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Rohini), adding that 
Sumit’s three-year old son was
undergoing treatment and is out
of danger. The driver of the
dumper managed to run 

away from the spot but was later
arrested by police from 
his village.  

“We are investigating
whether the dumper overturned
while making a U-turn at high
speed,” police officials said.
CCTV footage was scanned to
ascertain the sequence of events
and to identify the alleged dri-
ver, police said.

“Accused driver was iden-
tified as Harpal, a resident of
Udesipur village in neigh-
bouring Sonipat district of
Haryana. Harpal (48) was
absconding after the incident.
He was located by a police team
and arrested on the charges of
rash and negligent driving
causing death”, the DCP said. 

Senior traffic police officials
said dumpers have been a men-
ace on city roads, especially
during nights. Action is taking
on erring drivers on regular
basis. This incident is a serious
one and corrective measures
will be initiated, they said.
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Six jawans of the Army’s
Jammu & Kashmir Rifles

unit are feared dead in an
avalanche on the India-China
border in Kinnaur district of
Himachal Pradesh on
Wednesday. Five Armymen
are missing while one 
jawan succumbed to his
injuries while being evacuat-
ed to hospital.  

A combined team of the
Army and the Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP)
launched a rescue attempt to
locate the other missing 
soldiers.

The mishap took place
around 11.00 am near
Shipkila when an Army
patrol was moving between
two Army posts and a mas-
sive snow avalanche hit 
them, Army officials said in
New Delhi.  

Several jawans of the
ITBP were also trapped in the
avalanche, but they were res-
cued, said Kinnaur  Deputy
Commissioner Gopal Chand. 
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New Delhi: The Saudi
Arabia-Pakistan joint state-
ment calling for avoiding
“politicisation” of the UN list-
ing regime was not directed at
India’s efforts to get JeM chief
Masood Azhar banned by
the global body, Saudi Foreign
Minister Adel bin Ahmed
Al-Jubeir said on Wednesday,
asserting that anyone involved
in terror should be proscribed
and punished.
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Sitting BJP Member of
Parl iament (MP) from

Rajnandgaon Abhishek Singh
may be denied ticket for the
ensuing Lok Sabha elections as
the party is contemplating to

field his father and former 
Chief Minister Raman Singh from
the seat.  

The BJP central leadership is
of the firm view that the Congress
is on the rise in the State and in
the wake of rising political clout
of Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the party needs to fight 2019 Lok

Sabha polls  in the State 
with its full might to avoid a
whitewash.

It’s widely speculated in the
State’s political corridors, after
Congress swept Assembly polls in
November last, that the BJP 
would struggle to get even 2-3
seats out of the total 11 in 2019

Lok Sabha elections. 
The BJP won 10 Lok 

Sabha seats in 2014 parliamentary
elections.

“There is no denial that
Congress is  on the rise in
Chhattisgarh, it’s very tough job
for the BJP cadres to repeat the
2014 Lok Sabha performance. In

view of this, there is a talk in party
to field Raman Singh from
Rajnandgaon rather than going
with his arrogant son,’’ a top BJP
leader told The Pioneer.

Abhishek won the
Rajnandgaon Lok Sabha seat in
2014 with a comfortable margin
but the BJP central leadership this

time wants to field the former
chief minister from the seat so
that he could lead the BJP cam-
paign front the front and boost
the morale of party cadres, who
are feeling down and out after the
party was trounced in the elec-
tions to the 90-member State
Assembly in December last year.  
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In a major change of guards
in Chhattisgarh police,

Director General (Jail & Home-
guards) Girdhari Nayak has
been given the charge of DG
(Naxal Operations), officials
informed here on Wednesday.

According to the orders
released on Wednesday
evening, the 1987 batch IPS
officer Vinay Kumar Singh has
been given the charge of state
Economic Offence Wing
(EOW) and Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB).

Chhattisgarh Director
General of Police (DGP) DM
Awasthi, who earlier held both

the charges, has been relieved
from the same. Before being
appointed as the DGP, Awasthi
was the DG Naxal operations.

Notably, the post of DG,
EOW & ACB was vacant after
IPS Mukesh Gutpa was sus-
pended by the Congress-led
government after he was
allegedly found involved in
illegal phone tapping and
dozen other cases. 

It may be mentioned that

the 1983 batch IPS officer
Girdhari Nayak has a long
experience of dealing with
insurgency in Chhattisgarh.
He had also authored a book
‘Neo Naxal Challenges: Issues
and options.’ 

The book in depth
describes history of Naxal
movements in India, Maoist
ideology, and possible ways to
combat Naxalism in
Chhattisgarh.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on

Wednesday took over the probe
into the February 14 Pulwama
suicide bombing from the
Jammu and Kashmir police.  

The NIA has re-registered
the case and formed a team to
investigate the deadliest terror
strike in which 40 CRPF per-
sonnel were killed, an NIA
spokesperson said. 

NIA Director General Y C
Modi, along with a team of offi-
cers including two IGs, DIG
and SP, visited the place of
occurrence of the February 14
incident. The officers of CRPF
and local police briefed the
NIA team about the progress
made in investigation so far.  

The State police had regis-
tered a case at the Awantipora
police station on February 14
after a suicide bomber hit his
explosive-laden vehicle on a
CRPF bus, which was part of a
78-vehicle convoy, carrying
over 2,547 personnel on their
way from Jammu to Srinagar.

The NIA has already gath-
ered samples from the blast site
at Lethpora in Pulwama district
of south Kashmir and has been

involved in the questioning of
around a dozen suspects and
witnesses, officials said.

The NIA has also met
senior police, intelligence and
army officers to gather any pos-
sible leads or evidence, they
said.

The NIA will probe the
planning and execution of the
terror attack, the deadliest after
the terrorism hit the State in
1989. 

On Monday, three Jaish
terrorists were killed in a 16-
hour operation in Pulwama's
Pinglan area, 12 km from the
spot of the February 14 attack.
An Army major and four secu-
rity personnel also lost their
lives in the encounter that led
to the elimination of three
Jaish-e-Mohammad terrorists.

Apart from other technical
and intelligence inputs, the
Hizbul Mujahideen had also
provided leads leading to the
killing of the three top JeM
commanders, sources said. 

Meanwhile, Indian High
Commissioner to Pakistan
Ajay Bisaria and Ambassador
to US Harsh Vardhan Shringla
on Wednesday met Union
Home Minister Rajnath Singh,
amid the heightened tension

between the two countries
post-Pulwana suicide bomb-
ing. 

The terror attack in
Pulwama prominently figured
during the 20 minutes meeting
between Bisaria and Singh.
Bisaria was called back by the
government for consultations
after the Pulwama attack.

A home ministry
spokesperson, however,

described the two Indian
envoys meeting the Minister as
"courtesy call".

The meeting comes soon
after India decided not to sub-
mit any evidence to Pakistan
on the role of JeM in the
Pulwama attack. 

India will, however, share
the facts to friendly nations to
unmask the role of elements
based in the neighbouring

country in the attack, a
Government official said.

The decision not to share
the evidence with Pakistan
was taken considering the past
experience wherein Islamabad
did not act after New Delhi
gave multiple dossiers on the
involvement of Pakistan-based
elements in the 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks and terror strike
in Pathankot airbase.
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The Centre on Wednesday
launched Operation Digital

Board to leverage technology in
order to boost quality educa-
tion in the country.

Addressing a press con-
ference HRD Minister Prakash
Javadekar said that Operation
Digital Board is a revolution-
ary step which will make the
learning as well as the teaching
process interactive and popu-
larize flipped learning as a
pedagogical approach. 

Javadekar disclosed that
the digital board will be intro-
duced all over the country in
Government and Government
aided schools from class 9th
onwards as well as in higher
education institutions. 

The process will begin
from the coming session of
2019 itself, the Minister
explained. 

He further said that ODB
aims at converting a class room
into a digital class room and in
addition to availability of e-
resources at any time and at any
place to students, it will also

help in provisioning of per-
sonalised adaptive learning as
well as Intelligent Tutoring by
exploiting emerging technolo-
gies like Machine Learning,
Artificial Intelligence & Data
Analytics. 

An expert committee has
worked out optimum configu-
ration of the Digital Class
Rooms under ODB.

The Union Minister said
that the biggest challenge fac-
ing education sector in the
country is maintaining accept-
able quality standards across the
country. Although we have
good number of premier insti-
tutions, which compete with the
best in the world, a large num-
ber of higher education insti-
tutions and schools needs
improvements in quality teach-
ing-learning, as the students
coming out of these institutions
find themselves unsuitable for
the requirements of the society
and market. 

The spread of educational
technology and connectivity
has given an opportunity to
resolve this issue and aim at
equity in educational standards.
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HRD Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Wednesday

denied that students hailing
from Kashmir were targeted in
many parts of the country in
the aftermath of the Pulwama
terror attack.

"There is no threat to
Kashmiri students as it is being
made out to be. Countrymen
are angry because of Pulwama
attack, but no Kashmiri student
has been assaulted," Javadekar

said while talking to reporters. 
Javadekar added that the

Ministry is in touch with all the
institutes and so far, no such
untoward incident has been
reported. An estimated 3,000
students from Kashmir attend
colleges and institutes in
Dehradun. Home Ministry has
already issued advisory to State
and UTs to ensure safety and
security if students hailing
from the Valley State and resid-
ing within their States amidst
the reports of threats to the stu-

dents. 
Following the terror attack

in Pulwama which killed 40
CRPF personnel on February
14, Hindutva groups in
Dehradun including Bajrang
Dal and Vishwa Hindu
Parishad beat-up 12 Kashmiri
students. The Dehradun police
had denied any incident of vio-
lence against the Kashmiri
students, but videos of the
students being beaten up in
front of the police went viral
over social media on Saturday.
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Slamming Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for receiv-

ing Saudi Arabia's Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman at the airport, the
Congress on Wednesday asked
whether according a grand
welcome to "those who
praised" Pakistan's "anti-terror
efforts" was his way of remem-
bering the martyrs of the
Pulwama attack.

In a special gesture, the
Prime Minister received the
Saudi crown prince at Palam
airport on Tuesday night. The
visit comes five days after a sui-
cide bomber belonging to the
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) group killed
40 CRPF personnel in
Pulwama district of Jammu
and Kashmir.

"National interests V/S
Modiji's 'hugplomacy'. Breaking
protocol, grand welcome to

those who pledged US $20 bil-
lion to Pakistan and praised
Pakistan's 'anti-terror' efforts. Is
it your way of remembering
martyrs of Pulwama?" Congress
chief spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said on Twitter.

The Congress spokesper-
son was referring to the crown
prince's visit to Pakistan, dur-
ing which the two countries
signed investments agreements
worth USD 20 billion. 

He urged Modi to "show
courage" and ask Saudi Arabia
to undo its joint statement
with Pakistan, in which they
called for avoiding "politicisa-
tion" of the UN listing regime
at a time when India was step-
ping up efforts to brand JeM
chief Masood Azhar a global
terrorist.

Senior Congress leader
Anand Sharma tweeted, "PM
Modi seems to be eager to
compete with and emulate the
Pakistan PM Imran Khan in

breaking protocol and receiv-
ing Saudi Crown Prince...
Without any need or justifica-
tion".

"Worse, the joint state-
ment does not refer to the ban
on either Jaish or Masood
Azhar," he said. Sharma added,
"The fact that the Crown Prince
has visited Pakistan after the
dastardly attack and refused to
endorse the ban on Masood
Azhar and the declaration of
Jaish E Mohammed as a ter-
rorist organisation seems to
have been lost on the Prime
Minister."

He called it a "glaring
diplomatic failure" for which
Modi must answer to the
nation.
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Days after a Government
report suggested the cre-

ation of a second home for the
Asiatic lions from Gujarat's
Gir forest, a Parliamentary
panel too has recommended
that wildlife experts may be
consulted for exploring the
option of relocating/shifting
some of the lions in nearby
areas or other sanctuaries, if
feasible.

The panel, headed by Rajya
Sabha MP Anand Sharma, in its
report 'status of forest fire',
observed that lion population in
the Gir forest is decreasing due
to one reason or the other.
"There are many unprotected
wells; lions sometimes fall down
in these wells, leading to their
deaths. Frequent fights amongst
the lions and man-animal con-
flicts can also be attributed for
reduction in number of lions..,"
said the report tabled in
Parliament recently. 

Asiatic Lions are listed in
the Schedule-I of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, thereby

according them the highest
degree of protection.

Warning that lions can go
the tigers' way as happened in
Rajasthan's Sariska Tiger
Reserve a few years ago where
poaching of big cat was "going
on unabated and consequently,
Sariska had become tiger less a
few years back," the panel noted
that a real effort was made to
populate it again.

The Committee hopes that
unprotected wells of all wildlife
sanctuaries/national parks of
the country including the Gir
Forest in Gujarat would be
covered properly in order to
save the wild animals falling
into these wells and losing their
lives. 

In the wake of 23 lion
deaths within a very short span
of time ie September- October,
2018, the panel had sought
status report from the Union
Environment Ministry asking
for the reason for fatalaities.

The Committee also
expressed its concern that
infighting amongst the lions of
Gir forest, Gujarat might be due

to over population of the lions
in specific areas. The
Committee recommends that
wild life experts may be con-
sulted for exploring relocat-
ing/shifting some of the lions in
nearby areas/other sanctuaries,
if feasible.

The suggestion echoes the
views of the report, 'Asiatic Lion
Conservation Project', which
was released by Union
Environment Minister Dr
Harshvardhan on February 9,
which said that among other
conservation measures," the
Government may consider the
establishment of a second home
for Asiatic Lions for securing
the population from any threat
of disease or epidemic". 

The report had noted that
the current rate of develop-
ment-induced habitat frag-
mentation, loss of potential
lion habitats owing to natural
calamities triggered by climate
change besides poaching and
poisoning of prey carcasses
plague the lions conservation,
which are presently confined in
Saurashtra region of Gujarat.
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The Election Commission
(EC) with the help of the

Income Tax department and
banks would monitor high-
value transactions in banks
ahead of the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls and some other
Legislative Assemblies and
bypolls in the coming months
as part of attempts to curb ille-
gal money flow during election
process.

The EC has asked chief
electoral officials of all States
and Union Territories, Indian
Banks Association and
Director General of Income
Tax department to keep tack
and monitor on suspicious
cash transactions made
through bank accounts during
election process.  

It has directed district elec-
tion officers to obtain infor-
mation from the banks regard-
ing suspicious cash transaction
during polls.

Sources said that the
Commission has chalked out a
stringent plan with different
enforcement agencies to ensure
that there are no illegal cash
transactions during cam-
paigning. 

"As directed by the
Commission, information on
suspected cash transaction for
bribing the electors should be
passed on to the flying squads
for necessary action after due
verification. 

Information on cash
deposits or withdrawals of
more than 10 lakh is to be sent
to the nodal officers of Income
Tax department for necessary
action under the Income Tax

Act," the Commission said in
a communiqué to Income Tax
department, CEOs of all states
and Union Territories.

The EC also met senior
officials of the railways, cus-
toms and excise, transport
departments and the police,
and constituted a high-level
monitoring panel. They will
monitor pre- and post-election
activity.

The Election Commission
of India also directed that
information on cash deposits or
withdrawals of more than � 10
lakh is to be sent to the nodal
officers of Income Tax depart-
ment for necessary action
under the Income Tax laws. At
present, the I-T department
seizes cash of unexplained
transactions of �10 lakh or
more.

The department had last
year released an advisory, lim-
iting cash donation to a regis-
tered political party.

The government had in the
Budget last year launched the
"electoral bond" facility. Donors
can buy these bonds from the
State Bank of India and a few
other banks. Even through the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951, exempted parties
from declaring funding made
through bonds, the I-T Act
requires them to disclose the
total income from this source.

The tax department is also
keeping an eye on all donations
to political parties. If a donation
is above �2,000 in cash, the
donor might face scrutiny.

In 2014, as many as �300
crore seized as dubious trans-
action across the country dur-
ing polls.
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Robert Vadra, brother-in-
law of Congress President

Rahul Gandhi, appeared
before the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Wednesday for questioning in
a money laundering case
relating to alleged irregular
purchase of foreign assets. 

Vadra reached the
agency's office at Jamnagar
House here at around 10:30
AM along with his lawyers
and they left the agency office
after about three hours of
questioning, officials said. 

Vadra told the investi-
gating officer (IO) of the case
that he was not well following
which recording of his state- ment was discontinued, the

officials said, adding he is
expected to join the probe
again on Friday.

Vadra had skipped the

summons on Tuesday citing
bad health. 

Vadra is facing a criminal
probe related to allegations of
money laundering in pur-
chase of assets abroad. 

Earlier this month, Vadra
was questioned by the ED
sleuths in connection with the
case for 23 hours over three
days of deposition. 
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday decided
to hear on February 26 the
politically sensitive Ayodhya's
Ram-Janmabhoomi Babri
Masjid land dispute matter.

It will be heard by a five-
judge Constitution Bench
comprising Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justices S A
Bobde, D Y Chandrachud,
Ashok Bhushan and S A
Nazeer.

The apex court on January
27 had cancelled the scheduled
hearing for January 29 as
Justice Bobde was not available
that day.

The fresh notice issued by
the apex court registry said all
the petitions in Ayodhya land
dispute will come up for hear-
ing on February 26.

Fourteen appeals have
been filed in the apex court
against the 2010 Allahabad
High Court judgment, deliv-
ered in four civil suits, that the
2.77-acre land in Ayodhya be

partitioned equally among the
three parties-the Sunni Waqf
Board, the Nirmohi Akhara
and Ram Lalla.

The five-judge bench was
re-constituted on January 25 as
Justice  U U Lalit, who was a
member of the original bench,
had recused himself from hear-
ing the matter.

When the new bench was
constituted, Justice N V
Ramana was excluded  from
the re-constitution bench.
Justices Bhushan and Nazeer
made a comeback to hear the
Ayodhya land dispute matter-
both were part of an earlier
bench headed by then CJI
Dipak Misra (now retired). 

PTI
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New Delhi: Supreme Court
judge, Justice L Nageswara Rao
on Wednesday recused himself
from hearing the Centre
Bureau of Investigation (CBI's)
plea alleging obstruction in its
probe into the multi-crore
Saradha chit fund scam probe
by West Bengal authorities.

A three-judge bench com-
prising Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi and Justices Rao and
Sanjiv Khanna adjourned the
hearing on pleas of the Centre
Bureau of Investigation, saying
that one of the judges was not
inclined to be part of the bench
to hear the matter.

Justice Rao said he had
appeared for the state as a
lawyer and therefore cannot
hear the case. 

The Bench has now post-
ed the matter for hearing on
February 27 before an appro-
priate Bench of which Justice

Rao is not a part. 
On February 18, West

Bengal Chief secretary Malay
Kumar De, DGP 

Virendera Kumar and then
Kolkata Police Commissioner
Rajeev Kumar had filed sepa-
rate affidavits in the apex court
on the contempt petition
moved by the Centre Bureau of
Investigation in connection
with the scam and had ten-
dered "unconditional and
unambiguous apology".

The West Bengal
Government and its police had
refuted CBI allegations in the
apex court that they obstruct-
ed investigation into the
Saradha chit fund scam cases,
with the state cops charging
that the central agency force-
fully tried to enter the Kolkata
police commissioner's resi-
dence on February 3 without
valid papers. PTI
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The country's sugar pro-
duction rose by 8.07 per

cent to 21.93 million tonnes
(MT) till February 15 in the
ongoing marketing year 2018-
19 from the year-ago period.
However, the overall sugar
output is pegged lower at 30.7
MT for the current marketing
year (October-September)
compared to 32.5 MT during
2017-18. India is the second
largest sugar producer after
Brazil. Its annual consumption

is around 26 MT. 
According to the Indian

Sugar Mills Association
(ISMA), the recent hike in
minimum selling price of sugar
by � 2 per kg to Rs 31 will "gen-
erate additional revenue for the
sugar mills and help them in
payment of cane price arrears."

Cane arrears have touched
over �20,000 crore this year
and the government raised
the minimum selling price of
sugar to improve the liquidity
of cash-starved mills and
enable them to clear the

mounting cane dues.
Sharing the production

update, ISMA said mills have
manufactured 21.93 MT of
sugar till February 15, higher
than 20.35 MT in the year-ago
period.

"Higher production this
year is mainly because
Maharashtra and Karnataka
sugar mills started their crush-
ing earlier this year. Overall,
the country is expected to
produce less sugar this season
as compared to last season," it
said.
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Swine flu is fast spreading in
the country with at least 377

persons succumbing to the
virus so far while the number
of those infected by it has
crossed 12,000. At least 65 peo-
ple have died due to H1N1
virus in the country last week.

Rajasthan reported the
highest number of deaths at 127
with 3,508 cases, followed by
Gujarat (71 deaths and 1,983
cases). In Delhi, seven people
have died while 2,278 people
were infected by the virus.
Punjab reported 31 deaths and
410 cases, followed by Madhya
Pradesh 30 deaths and 128
cases. In Himachal Pradesh, 27

people died due to the virus and
224 were infected.

Jammu and Kashmir
reported 22 deaths and 293
cases; Maharashtra 17 deaths
and 330 cases; and in Haryana,
seven people died while 752
people were affected.

The rest deaths and cases
were reported from other parts
of the country. 
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K.N. Kishore n RAIPUR

The Chhattisgarh Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is facing pres-

sure from its workers to give nomi-
nations to new faces in most of the
Lok Sabha seats in the ensuing gen-
eral elections.

State BJP chief Dharamlal
Kaushik told The Pioneer that
workers raised the demand for
change and that their suggestions
would be taken into consideration
while finalising names of candi-
dates.  

Already, existing and prospec-
tive candidates have started lobby-
ing for the party tickets.  

The BJP had won 10 out of the
state’s 11 Lok Sabha seats in the
2014 Lok Sabha elections. But the
party’s poll fortune suffered a set-
back when it lost to the Congress
after 15 years in the assembly elec-

tions in December last year, raising
the clamour for new faces.

Talking to ‘The Pioneer’,
Kaushik set aside the possibility of
change of guard in the state leader-
ship before the Lok Sabha elections.

He said he will continue to hold
both the posts of BJP state president
and Leader of the Opposition.

He accepted the fact that this
time it will be a tough fight as the
Congress is now in power and so
the pressure is on the BJP to retain
its seats.

“But the issues are different in
Lok Sabha compared to the assem-
bly elections. Already to access the
ground situation, party has sent
suggestions box to all assembly con-

stituencies where public can give
their suggestions/advice/ for inclu-
sion in the party’s central election
manifesto,” he added.

Analysing assembly results, the
BJP leader said, “People wanted a
change after 15-years of rule, which
became a focal point. The Congress
election manifesto also did a role in
alluring the voters. There are vari-
ous other reasons also.”

“Waiving of loan is not a per-
manent solution but a temporary
relief. The loan waiver (by the
Congress government) has created
a paradoxical situation. Banks are
now not ready to give loans as they
suspect that farmers will not repay
loan for next five years, instead they
will wait for another round of loan
waiver. It impacts the budget and
also pushes the state into bankrupt-
cy,” said Kaushik.

Clamour in BJP for new faces in LS polls
Kaushik rules out change of guard

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel

announced in the state
assembly on Wednesday that
from now onwards the three-
tier panchayat bodies will not
oversee sand mining activi-
ties in the state. Instead, the
Chhattisgarh Mineral
Development Corporation
(CMDC) will do the job, he
informed the assembly.

A decision to this effect
was taken keeping in view the
increasing cases of illegal
mining by mining mafias, he
said.

“However, there would be
no revenue loss to the
Panchayat bodies as 25%
more revenue than what they
were earning would be pro-

vided to them”, assured the
Chief Minister.

The CM made the
announcement when
Congress MLA Brihaspat
Singh raised the issue of ille-
gal sand mining by moving a
call attention motion.

Singh alleged illegal min-
ing of sand in Balrampur-
Ramanujganj was rampant

and demanded stern actions
against mining mafia. Local
officials are involved in the
illegal mining, he further
alleged.  

Congress legislator
Dhanendra Sahu welcomed
the announcement of the CM
and said he was repeatedly

raising the issue during the
previous BJP regime.  

Former panchayat minis-
ter and BJP legislator Ajay
Chandrakar too accepted that
the panchayat’s control over
the sand mining was existed
only on paper, while its
mafias who ruled the roost.

Govt strips panchayats of
power to oversee sand-mining 

Raman flays govt’s move on mining
Former chief minister Raman Singh on Wednesday criticised
the decision of the Bhupesh Baghel-led Congress govern-
ment to snatch the power of overseeing sand mining activi-
ties from Panchayat bodies. It would increase activities of
mining mafia and the situation would aggravate, he said. The
similar was the situation in neighbouring state of Madhya
Pradesh where the mining mafia overtook the mining work
and sand was being sold there at the rate of Rs 40-50 thou-
sand per truck. It was a theoretical matter and ultimately the
consumers should be benefitted, he said.

CMDC now to oversee mining of minor minerals

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said already

direction has been given to all the
district collectors for utilisation of
District Mineral Fund (DMF) to
education, health and ensuring
pure drinking water in state.

He was addressing a session
organised on health issues for
MLAs on Wednesday at auditori-
um of Chhattisgarh State Assembly.

Baghel said, “If doctors are
required in remote areas of Bastar,
collectors can appoint them on
double the salary to work there.
Additional to it, there is urgent
need for creating awareness among
the people regarding preventive
health, maintaining cleanliness in
their surroundings, environment
and taking adequate treatment.”

Quoting a Chhattisgarhi
proverb, he said, “There is need to

filter the water before using it.
Earlier, a village had three ponds,
one for bathing cattle, second for
people and third purely for drink-
ing water. Now, with shift to
ground water, it is now contami-
nated with arsenic, fluoride, iron
and other heavy metals causing
diseases among people.”

Assembly Speaker Charandas
Mahant said, “Poverty has limited the

poor from providing better health,
education and food to the children.
MLAs have to think and give priority
on it as health first should be the pol-
icy.” Health Minister T S Singhdeo
said, “Emphasis has to given for pre-
vention than cure by state govern-
ment. It can also help to reduce the
spending on health within the family.
There are lacunae in health services
which will be taken care.”

Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik said, “Water is
carrier of many diseases and pre-
vention is better than cure, so there
is need to create awareness regard-
ing health among public for which
MLAs have to remain alert in their
respective areas.” Experts Dr
Abhijeet Das and Dr Yogesh Jain
spoke on different health issues
related to Chhattisgarh.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Bollywood filmmaker Vivek
Agnihotri on Tuesday called

upon students and youth to
“speak up their mind” and to be
the “harbingers of change.”

He was interacting with stu-
dents of the Indian Institute of
Management, Raipur.
Exhorting students to be bold,
he said fear was one “weapon”
their enemies would always like
to unleash on them. Sharing
experiences of his own life he
gave two mantras for success.
First, there should be integrity
between intent and conviction
and then one should always aim
to express rather than impress.

His suggestions to the stu-
dents were peppered with anec-

dotes from his life.  He stated
how sacrifice is a necessity for
success, and recalled the ardu-
ous process of making his film,
Buddha in a Traffic Jam. He
spoke about the painstaking
process the film went through,
how he had to convince all
stakeholders of the film to get it
distributed, and how the film
ultimately became a movement
after its screening at the
Jawaharlal Nehru University.

He also talked about how at
one point he felt that the film
would not see the light of day. It
was at that point actor Anupam
Kher told him to decide what
the purpose of the film was and
should even one person change
after seeing the film, the pur-
pose was fulfilled.

Agnihotri detailed how the
making of the film was chroni-
cled in his book Urban Naxals:
The Making of Buddha in a
Traffic Jam and the struggle it
took to get it published.

He reiterated his point of
having conviction, for it was
because of that conviction that
the book became a massive suc-
cess and went into a second
reprint barely a fortnight after
its release.

He also used this example
to talk about the inherent cre-
ativity of homo sapiens, for it
was this creativity that led him
to this point from not being
able to even read English earli-
er. The interaction ended with a
spirited question and answer
session. 

Analysing assembly
results, the BJP leader
said, “People wanted a
change after 15-years
of rule, which became
a focal point’’

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

At least five people died and
three others were critically

injured when a truck crashed into
a bus in a bid to overtake the latter
near Arang turning Wednesday
afternoon, police said.

“Five people lost their lives
while three seriously injured per-
sons have been admitted to Dr BR
Ambedkar Memorial Hospital
Raipur,” Superintendent of Police
(SP) Raipur Arif Shaikh said.

According to police, 28 oth-
ers, who have also sustained
minor injuries, are being treated
in the hospital.

The incident happened around
1:45 pm when the ill-fated bus (CG-
06 GK-4440) was on its way to
Raipur from Saraipali.  A rashly-
driven truck (CG-04 NN-0477)
coming from behind rammed it
from the side in a bid to overtake it,
police said.

The collision was so intense
that four people died on the spot.
Another person succumbed to his
injuries in the hospital. The con-
dition of the bus driver was criti-
cal, while truck driver managed
to flee from the site, police added.

The deceased were identified
as Tanya Tanya Saluja, Nepal
Rana, Yogita Sahu, Namrata Patel
and Urmila Baghel. They were
residents of Jhalap, Mahasamund
and neighboring regions, police
informed. Arang police has regis-
tered a case in this connection
and are further investigating the
matter.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has also expressed
grief towards the family members
of accident victims. Raipur district
administration has sanctioned
financial assistance of Rs 25,000
each for the family members of the
deceased individuals.

5 dead, 3 critically injured in truck-bus collision

The bus and truck at the accident site

Speak up, Vivek Agnihotri
tells IIM Raipur students

Utilise DMF for education, health: Baghel

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Opposition BJP on
Wednesday staged a walk-

out in the assembly over the
issue of non-payment of wages
to the employees of a private
power plant at Akaltara, which
has now stopped production.

BJP legislator from
Akaltara, Saurabh Singh and
another of his party colleague
Shivratan Sharma raising the
issue wanted to know why the
payment was pending, even
after complaints were lodged,
despite officials of labour
department being posted in the
region.  

They also wanted to know
from the minister concerned
whether action against the
guilty officials was insisted.

Replying to the query dur-
ing question hours, Urban
Administration Minister Dr
Shiv Kumar Daharia informed
the house that payments of Rs
70.01 Lakh of 167 labourers and
Rs 5.7 Lakh of 10 labourers
were pending.

The minister informed that
the plant was closed without
prior permission of the govern-
ment and a case was pending in
the court in this regard.  

Action is being taken into
the matter and the case is under
his consideration, he further
replied.

Dissatisfied over the answer
and for not getting any assur-
ance of action against the guilty,
the BJP legislators walked out of
the assembly.

BJP stages walkout over
non-payment of wages 

Weekly off & revision
of allowances of cops
under consideration
RAIPUR: State Home Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu informed
the state assembly on Wednesday that weekly off and revision
of perks and allowances of state police forces were under con-

sideration and soon a deci-
sion in this regard would be
taken.

In a written reply to a
query from BJP legislator
Shivratan Sharma, the minis-
ter informed the House that a
total of 63,256 cops, includ-
ing 107 officials of Indian
Police Services (IPS) were
working in the state. Of them
43,499 are from the constab-
ulary.

The cops in other ranks
include 113 Additional
Superintendent of Police
(ASPs), 388 Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSPs), 940 Inspector and
Company Commander

cadre, 1729 Sub Inspector Cadre, 2903 Assistant Sub Inspector
(ASI) cadre, 8938 Head Constable Cadre, 3624 Assistant
Constable cadre and 1015 Executive Force (M).

Ajit Jogi, Munat
approach HC for relief
BILASPUR: Former chief minister Ajit  Jogi  on
Wednesday filed a writ petition before the Chhattisgarh
High Court to quash the FIR registered against him at
Pandri Police station.

Meanwhile, former PWD minister Rajesh Munat also
moved the anticipatory bail application before the High
Court on the same day.

Amit Jogi, president of Janta Congress Chhattisgarh,
when contacted said, “A writ petition has been filed under
section 482 of Cr.P.C. for quashing the FIR on the ground
that it’s baseless, frivolous and politically motivated.”

BJP leader Munat moved the bail plea after his antic-
ipatory bail application was rejected by the Raipur
District and Sessions Court, said his counsel Ramakant
Mishra. “The matter has not come up for hearing yet,” he
added.

Former Raipur Mayor and Congress leader
Kiranmayee Nayak in the infamous Antagarh tapes scan-
dal had registered an FIR against Ajit Jogi, his son Amit
Jogi, Rajesh Munat, former chief minister Raman Singh’s
son-in-law Dr Puneet Gupta and former Congress candi-
date Manturam Pawar.

In the FIR it was alleged that the accused struck a
secret deal with the Congress candidate Manturam Pawar
just before the 2014 Antagarh by-poll. A leading daily in
December 2015 reported to have accessed some audio
tapes pertaining to the deal. Jogi, however, filed a defama-
tion case against the daily, refuting the charge.  

STAFF REPORTER n BIJAPUR

Nine naxal militants,
including a husband-and-

wife duo, surrendered in
Chhattisgarh’s insurgency-hit
Bijapur district, police said
here on Wednesday.

The cadres, five of them
carrying cash reward on their
head, turned themselves in
before senior officials in
Bijapur town, Bijapur
Superintendent of Police
Mohit Garg said.

The surrendered ultra,
Nagesh Kursam (30) was
active as section commander
of military platoon number
two of Maoists, while his wife
Some (28) was also active as
section commander in mili-
tary platoon number 22, the

SP said.
The two were carrying a

reward of Rs 3 lakh each on
their head, Garg said.

Likewise, Sahdev Uika
(25) and a 17-year-old ultra
both carrying reward of Rs 2
lakh each on their head also
laid down their arms, he said.

Similarly, a reward of Rs 1
lakh was announced for the
arrest of another surrendered
cadres identified as Ganpat

Wasam (20) who was active as
Janmilitia commander in
Polampalli area of Sukma, the
police officer said.

Lower rung cadres
Rammurty Wasam (27),
Kamlu Kama (38), Kuhrami
Hadmo (30) and Lakkhu Vetti
(25) were among others sur-
rendered, he added.

They all were allegedly
involved in incidents of attacks
on police teams, murder and
triggering bomb blasts, the SP
said.

The surrendered ultras
were given an encouragement
amount of Rs 10,000 each and
further they will be provided
assistance as per the surrender
and rehabilitation policy of the
state government, he added.

Nine Naxals shun path
of violence in Bijapur

They all were allegedly
involved in incidents of
attacks on police
teams, murder and
triggering bomb blasts

SI found dead,
suicide suspected
MAHASAMUND: A Sub-Inspector
posted in Mahasamund police line
was found dead here on Wednesday,
police said, suspecting it as a case of
suicide. “A suicide note was found
near the body which mentioned -I
am ending my life, love you all,”
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Mahasamund Santosh Singh said.

According to police, the
deceased was identified as Viveek
Uike, who was posted in police line
for past four months and had been
absent from duty since December
12, 2018.

“He was alcoholic and had
undergone a surgery due to liver cir-
rhosis,” the SP said while adding that
Uike also had strained relation with
his wife due to the addiction.

Before the 2018 assembly elec-
tions, he was posted in Saraipali
police station but was shifted to
police line after he was repeatedly
found ignoring his duties, the police
officer said.
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The Manohar Lal Khattar
Government in Haryana,

on the first day of last and fifth
Budget session of State
Assembly on Wednesday, used
the customary Governor’s
address, in an election year to
highlight its achievements over
the last four-and-a-half years
and its resolve to continue the
populist measures in the state.

During his maiden
address to the State Assembly,
the Governor Satyadeo Narain
Arya highlighted the Haryana
Government’s success in fight-
ing corruption, addressing
farmers’ woes, sanitation,
employment, health, women
and child development, trans-
port among other sectors.

A buoyant BJP, after its
recent victories in Jind bypoll
and municipal polls in five
cities in Haryana, through the
Governor’s address, also con-
veyed that these victories are
the vindication of Haryana
Government’ policies and
principle of Sabka Saath Sabka
Vikas.

The 79-year-old Satyadeo
did not read the entire text of
his customary address that

ran into 44 pages. He just read
first six paras and then the last
para of his address, while urg-
ing the members of the House
to treat the speech ‘as read’ by
him.

With an eye on ensuing
Lok Sabha polls and state
assembly polls scheduled to be
held later this year, the
Haryana Government through

the Governor address,
announced to grant an
amount of Rs 2 crore for each
assembly constituency every
year under the Vidhayak
Adarsh Gram Yojana, reiter-
ated its commitment to con-
struct Sutlej Yamuna Link
canal, six more metro projects,
procurement of 100 HVAC
buses (pink express) under
Nirbhaya Fund scheme among
other development projects.

Under fire from the oppo-
sition on the issue of unem-
ployment in the state, the
State Government has claimed
to provide government job to
56000 young men and women
and stated that the recruitment
process for close to 17000
posts is in the final phase.

The Governor’s speech
also mentioned that more than
7.73 lakh job seekers have
been registered with the
Employment Exchange as on

November 2018. 16332 unem-
ployment youth have been
employed as cab drivers under
MoU with OLA and UBER
and 466 employed as security
guards under Saksham
Haryana campaign. Apart
from this, 26537 job seekers
have been placed by various
private organizations through
job fairs till December 2018, it
stated.

The State Government has
taken conscious and concrete
measures to absorb youths in
jobs, both in government and
private sector, skill them to
make them employable, and
provided unemployment
allowance to the jobless, the
Governor said.

Referring to the issue of
law and order situation, the
Governor mentioned govern-
ment’s commitment of estab-
lishing 30 additional new
women police stations in all

the districts of the state and 30
creches in each women police
station.

The Governor’s address
however did not make any
mention of crime situation in
the state and only focused on
recruitment of policemen and
initiatives like Mitr Kaksh,
Haryana Dial 100, Durga
Shakti App among others.

Notably, the BJP led State
Government during its tenure
has faced severe criticism from
the opposition over the law
and order situation. Jat reser-
vation agitation 2016, Rampal
incident 2014,  Dera violence
at Panchkula and other parts

of Haryana in 2017, cases of
brutal rape and murder have
led to major embarrassment to
the Haryana Government in
the last four-and-a-half years.

On the issue of farmers’
welfare, the Governor said
that his government is well on
way to achieving the distinc-
tion of becoming the first
state to disburse first quarter-
ly installment of Rs 2000 to
each of the ten-and-a-half
lakh small and marginal
farmer families under the
newly launched Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojna.

Reiterating commitment

of his government to the con-
struction of SYL canal, the
Governor also said that the
State Government is simulta-
neously pursuing for the con-
struction of up-stream storage
dams namely, Renuka, Kishau
and Lakhwar on river Yamuna,
for getting assured water sup-
ply to Haryana by better uti-
lization of flood waters of
river Yamuna and its tribu-
taries.

“Our state will get 47.81
per cent share of total water
storage from these dam pro-
jects after their completion”, he
added.

The Governor also patted

the back of his government
over the issues of achieving
ODF free status for both rural
and urban Haryana, imple-
mentation of Ayushmaan
Bharat, success of BBBP with
gender ratio recorded at 914 in
2018 among other achieve-
ments and appreciated the
efforts of the House in main-
taining traditions of democ-
racy despite political differ-
ences.

Meanwhile, the opposi-
tion—Congress and Indian
National Lok Dal—have
termed the Governor’s address
as “directionless and a “bundle
of lies”. 
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Hundred years after thou-
sands of innocent Indians

were gunned down by the
British army At Amritsar’s
Jallianwala Bagh on the fateful
Baisakhi day, Punjab Vidhan
Sabha on Wednesday unani-
mously passed a resolution to
pressurise the British
Government to “officially apol-
ogise” for the massacre way
back in 1919.

The resolution comes on
a day the UK Government
maintained that it was “reflect-
ing on demands for a formal
apology” for the Jallianwala
Bagh massacre in April 1919
during the British Raj.

As per reports, the UK
Minister Baroness Annabel
Goldie told the House of Lords
during a debate to mark the
centenary of the attack titled
‘Amritsar Massacre: Centenary’
on Tuesday evening also con-
firmed plans to mark 100 years

since the tragedy “in the most
appropriate and respectful
way”.

Punjab Vidhan Sabha, in
a befitting tribute to the mar-
tyrs of Jallianwala Bagh mas-
sacre during its centenary
year, come together to pass the
resolution, moved by
Parliamentar y Affairs
Minister Brahm Mohindra,
to mount pressure on the
Centre for seeking a formal
apology from the British
Government for one of the
worst ever bloodbaths in the
world.

Moving the resolution,
Mohindra said that it was a
dastardly act perpetrated
upon the innocent people
who had converged at the
Jallianwala Bagh on the fate-
ful day of Baisakhi on April
13,  1919, to protest  
against Rowlatt Act of the
Imperial rulers.

Even the Brit ish
Government of the time had

realised the gravity of the
irresponsible act, as evident in
the premature superannua-
tion of General Dyer from the
Brit ish Army, said the
Minister, pointing out that
Noble Laureate Rabindranath
Tagore had returned the title
of Knighthood in protest.

Urging the Speaker Rana
KP Singh to put the resolution
to voice vote by the Assembly,
Mohindra said that in light of
these facts it was high time for
India to prevail upon the
British Government to tender
an apology to assuage the
bruised psyche of our 
countr ymen and fel low 
Indian diaspora settled across
the globe.

Later, Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh expressed
hope that the resolution would
strengthen the case of others
who were fighting for the
apology in the House of the
Lords, where a debate on the
issue was going on.
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Assuring early settlement of
all genuine grievances of

teachers and other employees,
Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on
Wednesday said that the State
Government would soon bring
a special legislation to regularise
the contractual employees 
coupled with a series of other
initiatives.

Capt Amarinder, while
concluding the debate on the
Governor’s Address during the
ongoing session of the Vidhan
Sabha, assured the employees
that their genuine grievances,
whose redressal had been
delayed due to the state’s grave
fiscal situation, would be settled
at the earliest.

“I am fully cognizant of
their problems and the gov-
ernment is working seriously to
mitigate the same,” he said.

Pointing out that the legis-
lation enacted by the previous
government had to be with-
drawn as the High Court had
threatened to strike it down, as
it had done in the case of
Haryana, the Chief Minister
announced the decision to
enact a special legislation for
regularization of the contractual
employees.

Capt Amarinder Singh
announced that release of six
percent of dearness allowance

due to the employees had been
notified, and his government
had made reservation of two
percent seats in all govern-
ment vocational or profession-
al colleges for wards of gov-
ernment employees (Group C
and D).

He said that the
Government had decided that
allotment of land be undertak-
en by Development Authorities,
Improvement Trusts and MCs
for Employees Cooperative
Group Housing Societies at
reserve price. “The necessary
scheme will be notified by the
government for allotment of
one acre of land for 40 employ-
ees,” he announced.

“Reservation of three per-
cent of residential plots was
being done for allotment to
government employees by
Development Authorities, MCs,
Improvement Trusts or any
other government agency,” he
added.

In another major relief to
the employees, the Chief
Minister said that the govern-
ment was working to amend
the Rules to provide for expe-
ditious promotions through
reduction in requisite qualify-
ing service.

He said that there would be
no reduction if requisite qual-
ifying service is two years or
less, one year reduction in case
requisite qualifying service is

more than two years but less
than five years, two year reduc-
tion if requisite qualifying ser-
vice is seven years or more; and
three-year reduction if requisite
qualifying service is 10 years or
more,” he said adding that the
concerned departments would
amend their respective service
rules in this regard.

At the same time, Capt
Amarinder flayed the previous
SAD-BJP government for fail-
ing to address the employees’
woes or taking any steps for
their welfare.

Throughout his speech last-
ing for over an hour, the Akalis
perpetually remained on Capt
Amarinder’s hit-list. The Chief
Minister lashed out on them for
state’s pitiable fiscal position,
weak law and order situation,
“non” governance, in all
spheres.

“During their term, there
was no governance. There was
no rules, no regulations, no
Constitution...all that was pre-
vailing is danda-raj...The orders
were given by one, and every
one would follow it whether
right or wrong,” he said, in a
veiled attack on the Badals.

Maintaining that the halqa
in-charges were working at the
behest of the Akali leadership
who were calling the shots, Capt
Amarinder said that we are giv-
ing Rs five crore “untied funds”
to all sub-divisions and not only

the Congress MLAs, which
would be available with Deputy
Commissioners, for the devel-
opment works, “and any MLA
can ask the DC to carry out any
work in their areas”.

“Good governance means
trusting your officials and giv-
ing them the freedom to work,
besides rewarding the per-
formers and removing the
underperformers. Even the
Congress party functions like
that, which is in total contrast
to the Akali way of functioning,”
he said.

Recalling the pathetic state
of the economy, and the huge
debt, left behind by the previ-
ous regime, the Chief Minister
said his government had been
ensuring development despite
the fiscal crisis and had been
able to generate revenue.

Taking a dig at the SAD-
BJP regime, Capt Amarinder
said that the law and order is
ensured only if you allow the
police to work, which is what
his government had done.

Capt Amarinder
announced that the
Government is working on a
policy regarding water recharg-
ing, while mentioning that two-
third of Punjab has turned into
a dark zone. “It could be one-
third if we do not initiate steps
just now...We owe it to our
future generations to take steps
to prevent our land from

becoming a desert,” he said.
Citing that more than five

lakh youth have been provided
jobs by the government, Capt
Amarinder said that on this
rate, the government is provid-
ing 720 jobs every day, besides
generating 415 lakh man-days
under MGNREGA during the
last two years (2017-19), and we
are eyeing to improve it further.
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Capt Amarinder called
upon all the political parties to
keep aside their political dif-
ferences and come together for
celebrating the 550th birth
anniversary celebrations of
Guru Nanak Dev — the Sikhs’
first master.

“We have our political dif-
ferences with each other, but for
Guru Nanak, we all should
come together,” said Capt
Amarinder while urging the
opposition members, especial-
ly SAD to be the part of
Government’s efforts to ensure
a befitting celebration of the
550th parkash utsav.

Capt Amarinder asked the
SAD’s deputy leader in the
Vidhan Sabha, Parminder
Singh Dhindsa, to speak with
his leader on the issue.

Hailing the opening of
Kartarpur Corridor to coincide
this auspicious occasion as a

victory for the efforts of the
Congress, which were initiated
by Dr Manmohan Singh and
also pursued personally by him,
the Chief Minister once again
called for a visa and passport
free ‘khule darshan’ through the
corridor.

“If passport and visa are
made mandatory, lakhs of peo-
ple would be deprived of the
opportunity, which is not log-
ical,” he said, adding that he had
already requested the
Government of India to accept
his suggestion, and or identity
purposes, Adhaar cards can be
used.
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Capt Amarinder suggested
that the state may have a
memorial built in the memory
of many Punjabis who have sac-
rificed their lives for the coun-
try while serving sentence in
the Cellular Jail at Andaman
and Nicobar.

Adding, Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Rana KP Singh
informed the House that the
Vidhan Sabha had already con-
stituted a House Committee
which would soon visit
Andaman and Nicobar islands
and suggest to the Central
Government to duly recognise
supreme sacrifices made by
the Punjabis.
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New Delhi: The national cap-
ital on Wednesday received
light rains with the minimum
temperature settling at 14.5
degree Celsius, three notches
above the season's average.
The city may witness similar
weather on Thursday, India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has said.

According to private

weather forecasting agency
Skymet, many parts of Delhi-
NCR will receive light to mod-
erate rain and thundershower
on Thursday. 

Similar weather conditions
are likely to prevail till February
22 with on and off rains in the
northern region. "There are
also bright chances of hail-
storm at one or two places, but

the intensity will remain on the
lower side," Skymet said.

According to the IMD, the
city recorded 1.6 mm rainfall
on Wednesday while the
humidity was 96 per cent. The
day's maximum temperature
was recorded at 21.2 degree
Celsius, four notches below the
season's average.

IANS
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US President Donald Trump
has said he is looking for-

ward to his second meeting with
North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un on February 27 and 28 in
Vietnam and wants Pyongyang
to end its nuclear programme
but is in no rush for it.

The two leaders held their
first meeting in Singapore last
year, after which the White
House said in a statement that
Kim “reaffirmed his firm and
unwavering commitment to
complete denuclearisation of
the Korean Peninsula.” 

North Korea has conducted
no further nuclear and missile
tests since the June summit, but
has made no commitment to
surrendering its nuclear arsenal.  

Trump discussed his trip
with his South Korean coun-
terpart Moon Jae-in and 
told reporters his ultimate goal
is denuclearisation of 
North Korea. 

“I had a great conversation
this morning with President
Moon of South Korea. We
obviously discussed the
upcoming trip next
week...We’re going to Hanoi in
Vietnam...I look forward to
being with Chairman Kim
(Jong-un)..I think a lot of

things will come out of it,”
Trump told reporters about the
telephonic conversation.

President Moon and I dis-
cussed probably every aspect of
the meeting,” he said.

“We’re in no rush whatso-
ever, we’re going to have our
meeting...We’ll see what hap-
pens and I think ultimately
we’re going to be very success-
ful,” he said.

The White House said the
two leaders agreed to remain in
close communication following
the summit.

In an interaction with
reporters, Trump said he would
be talking over phone with
Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe on Wednesday on
the same issue. 

“I will be speaking tomor-
row (Wednesday) with Prime
Minister Abe of Japan. I will be
having a similar conversation. So
I think, next week is going to be
very exciting. It’s going to be the
second summit,” he said, adding
his ultimate goal is denucleari-
sation of North Korea.

“I think we will see that
ultimately. I have no pressing
time schedule. A lot of people
would like to see it go very
quickly from the other side. I
really believe that North Korea
can be a tremendous econom-

ic power. Their location
between Russia, China and
South Korea is unbelievable,”
he said.

Trump said that North
Korea and chairman Kim have
some very positive things in
mind. “We will soon find out.
I’m in no rush. There’s no test-
ing... If you look at the end of
the Obama administration, it
was a disaster. What was going
on. You don’t have that right
now. It’s a much different feel-
ing. I think people have...There’s
always danger, but I think peo-
ple have much different feeling,”
he said. 
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AUK girl of Bangladeshi descent,
who fled to join Islamic State (ISIS)

in Syria in 2015 and married an Islamist
extremist, has been stripped of her
British citizenship which the teen said
was “unjust”. 

Shamima Begum, 19, who had
expressed the desire to return to the UK
with her newborn son, was banned on
Tuesday from entering the country.

In a letter dated February 19, UK
home secretary Sajid Javid wrote to
Begum’s family informing them that he
had made an order revoking her citi-
zenship. “Please find enclosed papers
that relate to a decision taken by the
Home Secretary, to deprive your daugh-
ter, Shamima Begum, of her British cit-
izenship,” the letter reads.

Begum, who is currently in a Syrian
refugee camp, described the move as

“unjust”. “I am not that shocked but I
am a bit shocked. It’s a bit upsetting and
frustrating. I feel like it’s a bit unjust on
me and my son,” she told ‘ITV News’
channel from the camp.

Begum claimed that she was being
treated harshly because “I was on the
news four years ago”, saying that she
heard of “other people being sent back
to Britain”. “I don’t know why my case
is any different,” she added. 

She said she was weighing up her
options and could try to apply for Dutch
citizenship on the basis of the nation-
ality of her ISIS-recruit husband, who
is currently in prison.

“Another option I might try with
my family is my husband is from
Holland and he has family in Holland.
Maybe I can ask for citizenship in
Holland. If he gets sent back to prison
in Holland I can just wait for him while
he is in prison,” she said.

London: The UK Government
is “reflecting” on demands for
a formal apology for the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre in
April 1919 during the British
Raj, a Minister told the House
of Lords. During a debate titled
‘Amritsar Massacre: Centenary’
in the Upper House, Baroness
Annabel Goldie also confirmed
plans to mark 100 years since
the tragedy “in the most appro-
priate and respectful way”.

“The Government at the
time, as we know, roundly
condemned the atrocity, but it
is the case that no subsequent
government have apologised,”
said Baroness Goldie, who
holds the post of Government
whip and Baroness-in Waiting
in the Lords. PTI
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President Vladimir Putin on
Wednesday said Russia

would have to deploy missiles
targeting “decision-making
centres” if Washington sends
missiles to Europe.

The announcement comes
after the US said it would
withdraw from a key Cold
War-era arms treaty over what
it said were Russian violations,
prompting a mirror move from
Moscow.

“Russia does not intend to
be the first to deploy such mis-
siles in Europe,” Putin said
during an annual state of the
nation address.

“If (the US) develops and
deploys them in Europe... This
will dramatically exacerbate
the international security situ-
ation, creating serious threats
to Russia,” he said.

“I’m saying this clearly and
openly, Russia will be forced to
deploy weapons that can be
used... Against the decision-
making centres that are behind
the missiles systems which
threaten us.” 

He earlier accused
Washington of using “far-
fetched accusations” to with-
draw from the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF)
agreement. Putin said he
understood concerns about the
bilateral deal, namely that other
countries could continue to
develop weapons that are
banned for the US and Russia.

“The current state of affairs
of course raises questions,” he
told the audience of lawmakers
and celebrities.

“Our American partners
should have been honest... And
not use far-fetched accusations
against Russia to justify their
unilateral withdrawal from the
treaty,” he added.

The United States has
repeatedly accused Russia of
violating the INF by develop-
ing banned weapons and this
month President Donald
Trump said Washington was
starting a process to withdraw
from the treaty.
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Hanoi: Pyongyang’s special
representative for the US Kim
Hyok Chol arrived in Hanoi on
Wednesday with a North
Korean delegation, an AFP
reporter and source confirmed,
ahead of a summit between
Donald Trump and Kim Jong
Un next week.

“A team of North Koreans
arrived on a flight from
Beijing,” a source at the airport
said requesting anonymity. An
AFP reporter saw Kim Hyok

Chol walk into a Government
guesthouse where other North
Korean officials in town for
pre-summit preparations were
staying over the weekend.

Kim Hyok Chol is expect-
ed to meet with his US coun-
terpart Stephen Biegun, who is
en route to Hanoi, later in the
week to lay the groundwork for
talks between Trump and Kim
in the Vietnamese capital on
February 27-28.

AFP
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Cowardly, dastardly and desper-
ate — these are some of the
adjectives the Government uses
when faced with surprise terror-
ist attacks on the armed forces.

The recent deadly assault on the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) convoy in
Pulwama, Jammu & Kashmir, was no
exception. Enthralled by cricket a little too
much, we somehow expect the terrorists to
behave as bowlers in a gentleman’s version
of the game. They would allow the batsman
the time to adjust his pads, gloves and hel-
met and take a comfortable position on the
crease before the ball is thrown at him. 

But in an asymmetric warfare, where sur-
prise is of essence, there is little scope for such
niceties. On April 6, 2010, in Dantewada,
Chhattisgarh, a Maoist ambush had led to the
death of 76 CRPF personnel. Similarly, in
Jammu & Kashmir, the Indian Army and the
paramilitary forces are involved in an unequal
war against the terrorists. The rules of
engagement in an unconventional war differ
widely from those of conventional conflicts. 

Even in conventional conflicts, the com-
batants prioritise results over rules. Elaborate
rules were drawn on the eve of the
Mahabharata war. They were based on the
concept of providing level-playing field and
fair play. But as the war progressed, rules were
more honoured in breach than in observance.
However, none would disagree that the
Mahabharata war was about principles.
Even Lord Krishna had to succumb to the
law of karma, by a hunter’s arrow stuck in his
heels, because he had at times instigated
Arjuna to uphold Dharma by contravening
Dharma (killing of Karna and Jayadratha).
Even Duryadhana, in Souptika Parva, griev-
ed about surreptitious killing of the sons of
the Pandavas while in sleep. But can one
expect Hafiz Saeed to bemoan the killing of
19 Indian soldiers in sleep at Uri brigade
headquarters? This is because a very differ-
ent worldview of war inspires terrorists. 

Brigadier SK Malik (of Pakistan Army)
described it elaborately in his book, The
Quranic Concept of War (1979). Its foreword
was penned by none else than General Zia-
ul Haq, who modestly signed as the Chief of
Army Staff, though already the President of
Pakistan. Brigadier Malik, making a reference
to the Battle of Badr (624 AD), observed, “The
Quranic military strategy, thus, enjoins us to
prepare ourselves for war to the utmost in
order to strike terror into the heart of the ene-
mies, known or hidden, while guarding our-
selves from being terror-stricken by the
enemy (P 58).” We have to remember that the
organisation, of which the suicide bomber was
a member, is called the Jaish-e-Mohammad,
meaning, The Army of the Prophet of Islam.
Little wonder that the bomber was inspired
by that worldview as described by Brigadier
Malik. His purpose was seemingly to strike
terror in the heart of the enemy. 

In Jammu & Kashmir, terrorism has been
on the rise during the last few years. While

there were 322 and 342 incidents
of terror in the State in 2016 and
2017 respectively, in 2018, their
numbers rose to 600. More ter-
rorists were neutralised in the
corresponding period — 150
(2016), 213 (2017) and 252
(2018). However, more security
personnel were also killed — 82
(2016), 80 (2017) and 91 (2018).
As per a reply given by the
Minister of State, Home, in Lok
Sabha recently (January 8), an
estimated 300 terrorists are active
in the State. Net infiltration
across the Line of Control has
gone up significantly over the last
two years. Thus, despite the zero
tolerance policy and �80,068
crore provided to Jammu &
Kashmir under the Prime
Minister’s Development Package,
2015, the situation in Jammu &
Kashmir has not improved. This
is in sharp contrast to the situa-
tion in the North-Eastern States.
While insurgency is on the
decline in the North-East, it is on
the rise in Jammu & Kashmir. 

Nobody seems to have a clue
about what would work in
Jammu & Kashmir. On
November 3, 2014, two car-
borne youth were killed in
Chattergam (district Budgam) in
the outskirts of Srinagar by Army
bullets. Driven by teenagers, the
car apparently did not stop at the
check post, making the Army
suspicious. The outrage over the
incident forced the Army to
institute an inquiry into the inci-
dent. Nine soldiers were ultimate-
ly indicted for the killing. The
Army was compelled to issue an

apology over the incident. 
A month later, on

December 8, 2014, Prime
Minister Modi in his speech at
Srinagar took credit for the
Army issuing an apology over
the Budgam incident. He said
that this was the first time that
the Army had apologised.
“Modi sarkar ka kamaal
dekhiye…” It gave an impression
that the Army is a habitual
offender, whom no
Government had the gumption
to take to task before. The
Budgam outrage forced the
Indian Army to be guarded in
its approach towards private
vehicular movement. Had it
been otherwise, possibly
Pulwama could have been pre-
vented. 

The worsening of democra-
tic discourse in the Valley is
another cause for concern. The
voter turnout was a meagre two
per cent in the Srinagar
Parliamentary Constituency
bypoll in April, 2017, which was
won by National Conference
(NC) chief Farooq Abdullah.
The re-polling in 38 booths
actually proved worse than the
actual bypoll, which had seen
seven per cent voter participation,
and, hence, was countermanded.
The local body elections in
October, 2018, saw voters’ partic-
ipation in single digits, the poor-
est show in three decades. 

The proliferation of Wahabi-
controlled mosques in the Valley
over the last 10-15 years has
changed the nature of insurgency
in Kashmir, traditionally influ-

enced by a comparatively liber-
al Sufi version. The money for
these mosques pours in from oil-
rich Arab countries. They
become a point of attraction for
the Muslim youths. The Ministry
of Home Affairs report on
Kashmir (February 2017) recom-
mended control of mosque,
madrasa, print and TV media. 

This is, however, not to
negate the fact that religious
identity is the fundamental
shaper of conflict in Kashmir.
Why else does the Muslim
majority of the Valley, in contrast
to Kashmiri Pandits, dislike parts
of Hindu majority India even
with Article 370 as a safeguard?
Why were Kashmiri Pandits
brutally assaulted and massacred
until they decided to desert the
Kashmir Valley on the sacred
Shivratri of 1990? Why were their
places of worship desecrated,
idols stolen and destroyed? Why
were Urdu posters, ‘Muslimon
Jago, Hinduon Bhago, Jihad aaya’
(Muslims arise, Hindus quit,
Jihad has arrived) plastered on
the walls of Srinagar?

The return of the IED
(Improvised Explosive Devices)
in the Valley after a hiatus of a
decade is a cause of anxiety. The
solution to the Kashmir crisis,
provided there is any reality, has
receded from sight of late. The
secession of Kashmir, on an
Islamic plank, will make the
position of Muslims in the rest of
India vulnerable. 

(The writer is an independent
researcher. Views expressed are his
personal)
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Sir — Post the attack on a CRPF
convoy in Pulwama, that claimed
the lives of over 40 soldiers and
injured several others, countless
opinions have been made. While
some have suggested that it’s a
wake-up call for another surgical
strike, others have opined that all
trade links with Pakistan should
be cut. The Indian Prime Minister,
too, has said that a swift, robust
and decisive action should be
taken against the perpetrators of
the ghastly crime. However, what
is of utmost importance is to
address the core issue of radical-
isation of the youth in the Valley.
Why is it that they get drawn
towards terrorism? At a time
when proactive steps are needed
to win over the Kashmiri main-
stream, arm-twisting instead of
reaching out will be counter-pro-
ductive and deepen the alienation.

Devendra Khurana
Bhopal
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Sir — It is not surprising that
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan refused to acknowledge the

attack on Indian security forces in
Pulwama as an act of terrorism. He
even demanded proof for Jaish-e-
Mohammed and its leader
Masood Azhar’s involvement in
the attack. Such an attitude on the
part of Pakistan has always been
a dampener for better cooperation
between the two countries. Khan,
a philanthropist by nature and a
liberal at heart, has really shocked
the world for his acrimonious

speeches against India and for his
blatant ‘lie’. A direct conflict with
Pakistan will not fetch any desired
result. Some strategic moves like
crippling their economy and sin-
gling Pakistan out from the world
forum can be the best option other
than a direct conflict. Advice
from Israel is a must for India in
this regard.

TK Nandanan 
Chennai 
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Sir — The terrorist attack in
Pulwama has been condemned
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who has vowed that sacrifices of our
jawans will not go in vain. It is true
that the entire nation stands in sol-
idarity with the families of the mar-
tyrs but with a heavy heart, one
must also ask how could such an

incident take place right under the
Prime Minister’s nose, whose party
during the last election campaign,
had promised to adopt a hardline
approach towards militancy in
Kashmir? The Government has to
also answer why there has been a
176 per cent rise in the number of
terrorist incidents in Jammu &
Kashmir between 2014 and 2018?
It is ironic that the Government
chooses to focus only on the num-
ber of terrorists killed in a particu-
lar year, and ignores the fact that the
recruitment of Kashmiri boys by
militant groups has gone up from
88 in 2016 to 191 in 2018. 

Jammu & Kashmir is now
under Governor’s rule and Satya
Pal Malik has admitted that the
Pulwama attack was partly the
result of an intelligence failure.
The security forces could not
detect the loading and movement
of the explosive-laden vehicle. It
was also known that the bomber,
Adil Ahmad Dar, had joined the
militants but the police could not
trace him. These basic security
lapses expose the larger official
disregard for lives of our jawans.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Climate change has become an
everyday reality for mankind.
The ill-effects of punishing

changes in the environment have
already taken a toll on a variety of
aspects such as thinning of our forest
cover or rapidly rising sea levels,
which are in turn threatening our
coastal areas. On the other hand, the
vanishing green canopy has been
instrumental in increasing the ambi-
ent temperatures. These have led to a
scenario where limiting the global
temperature rise to below 2 degree
centigrade seems like an unachievable
goal now. As the world is locked in an
irrecoverable downward spiral
towards a definite and permanent cli-
mate change, humans residing in
rural and urban areas are poised to
take the maximum hit.

Whereas the rural areas are
expected to get off lightly, thanks to
their proximity to nature, they are not
likely to get off as easily on the agri-
cultural front where climate change is
expected to hit food production
immensely. To state that the farmers
of India are looking at a dark future,
both financially and agriculturally,
would not be incorrect. 

Their city counterparts are not
going to fare better either, thanks to
unstoppable migration to cities from
rural hinterlands and the groaning
infrastructure that is already bursting
at seams, unable to provide for even
basic amenities such as power, water
and accommodation. To make mat-
ters worse is the fact that green cover
in many Indian cities has virtually dis-
appeared amid the growing problem
of increasing population.

Scientific opinion is also now
unanimously certain that global tem-
peratures are likely to continue to rise
with concomitant extreme weather
patterns and events. There is a protean
body of scientific literature available
on global warming and climate
change, which is affecting urban liv-

ing in every respect, from the impact
of heat islands phenomena. Urban
planning implications are reflected in
buildings, street and community
design for more environmentally sus-
tainable cities. Though the urban
science related to climate change and
its implications for human settlement
is in its early stages, the threat of cli-
mate change to urban settlements of
today is so real that it is already
becoming a concern of insurance and
actuarial industries. These begin to
assess risk to human settlement, con-
struction and other risks associated
with atmospheric conditions.

Currently numerous problems
conditioned by global climate changes
are quite clearly reflected in the con-
temporary urban and rural environ-
ment. A series of extreme weather
conditions in the European cities
and worldwide has shed the light on
the vulnerability of the cities to the
impact of climate changes. On the
other part, the cities represent the
major originators of the same but  are
also the main field of action to min-
imise their impacts. In light of that, the
growing cities, particularly in respect

to the growth of the density of
dwelling, industry and traffic, repre-
sent the strategic place for mitigation
of the harmful impacts of climate
changes on the environment. Climate
changes, to a great extent, affect the
change of behaviour of the stakehold-
ers in the city. These changes are also
reflected through diverse changes in
the urban structure: morphological,
organisational, functional, economic,
social and the changes in the quality
of the environment. Global climate
changes have also the unavoidable
impact on the structure and function-
ing of the region, altering the region’s
topography and relationships among
its basic building elements. 

In the backdrop of these menac-
ing climate changes, our urban plan-
ners must help our cities become
resilient which can absorb the twin
impacts of rural to urban migration
and worsening climate. Time has
come when urban planning and cli-
mate change are going to intersect
and urban planners, who handle a
variety of responsibilities around
community development and design
and manage everything from trans-

portation planning to park place-
ment and land-use zoning, must be
prepared to handle this conflict.
What is clear is that the climate
change-related extreme weather
events may not stop but the urban
planner’s efforts in making the
Indian cities resilient and sustainable
will help them bounce back after nat-
ural disasters.

The new cityscape planning must
now do away with priority for concrete
and instead replace the same with
green pockets, which must be a part
of the public places. The harsh ener-
gy guzzling glass facades of the com-
mercial buildings must be made to
sport only solar panels so that their
energy needs are half met by their own
generation. To this end, the govern-
ment must ensure that the electricity
load allocated or allowed to these
buildings be a mix of conventional
non-renewable energy and  solar
energy. This way the architects will be
left with no other option but to
ensure that the green building gener-
ates its own quota of solar energy.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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With just two months left for the
general elections, the political
sensex in India is heated, fluc-
tuating and volatile. This is
because newer entrants and

federal bloc entities are striving to increase brand
equity within the country’s re-calibrated demo-
graphics. India’s large and fragmented electorate,
and its progressively widening diversity and plu-
ralism, have made the country more complex
and unwieldy to govern even by a party that
ruled with a majority after 30 years, making the
political marketplace a challenging one for 2019.

New-age elections are no longer fought
offline on rugged turfs or over shrill television
debates as brand-wars have shifted to the
online space, where opinions are shaped.
Because social media is mostly consumed by
younger demographics, which comprise 65 per
cent of the voting population, ad-spends of
parties are on par in print and electronic
media. And where the BJP held a first-mover
advantage since 2014, political competitors
have narrowed the gap in visibility, repartee
and aggressive rebuttals not only on mainline
media but also on platforms like Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube and WhatsApp.

The product differentiator of the BJP ver-
sus ‘the Rest’ is that brand Modi has a nation-
ally tried and tested leadership appeal. This is
in contrast to incubator or trial and error region-
al brands, whose organisations or leaders have
no prior experience in national governance (as
in Bahujan Samaj Party chief Mayawati or an
untested leader lacking administrative experi-
ence from a mainstream party, like Congress
president Rahul Gandhi). Creating a powerful
narrative around a political product needs
branding strategies similar to a consumer
durable company, where the consumers must feel
tempted to buy a product they will have to live
with for the next five years. And remember that
the party that comes to power impacts nation-
al and individual fortunes of the multitude.

No brand, be it a consumer product, polit-
ical party or a corporate entity, can retain lead
or dominance indefinitely in the cluttered mar-
ketplace of politics. Political brands, like con-
sumer ones, need continual upgrading to retain
relevance. Brand Modi’s campaign of 2014 sold
hope for a transformative ‘New India’, which
worked at that time as a powerful motivator.
A re-run of the same theme cannot have the
same appeal in 2019. Instead, ‘Modi’s half-fin-
ished revolution requires another term’ is a
more honest and realistic selling proposition
for 2019 in contrast to the mahagathbandhan’s
thus far uninspiring counter-proposition or the
lack of it. According to brand experts, region-
al party aspirants lack clearly defined USPs in
the consumers’ perception that would tempt
them to buy into a regional leader to displace
a towering national brand like Modi.

The elections of 2019 are no longer a sim-
plistic assessment of two competing pan-
Indian protagonists from India’s mainstream
parties, Modi and Rahul Gandhi. Because
depending on post-poll results, Mayawati or
Trinamool Congress chief Mamata could well
become default choices if the BJP or Congress

fall terribly short of numbers and choose to sit
in the Opposition benches, propping up a pup-
pet regime.

In a “Modi versus the Rest”, there are two
competing brands for the top slot against Modi.
First, “the Rest,” or the Federal Front is a distinct
product entity in itself. It’s an amorphous brand,
minus the Congress or the BJP, comprising
Samajwadi Party, BSP, Telugu Desam Party,
Rashtriya Janata Dal, Nationalist Congress Party
and TMC among others. Historically, such
hybrid formations have been synonymous with
instability and chaos. The selling points of the
Federal Front brand will be assessed on the value
proposition of the Common Minimum
Programme (CMP) it puts forth as an alterna-
tive to the perceived flaws of brand Modi’s gov-
ernance. It must offer viable economic solutions
for a pick-up in investments and jobs and have
long-term solutions to fix rural distress.

Voters are cynical about “hit and run” man-
ifestos with no accountability post-Government
formation. The USP of the Front will also lie
in how the brand differentiates itself in its com-
mitment to upholding institutional integrity of
the vibrant pillars of democracy: A free Press,
Central Bureau of Investigation, Comptroller
and Auditor General of India, Enforcement
Directorate and Reserve Bank of India. Because
every party that came to power at the Centre
or States has been guilty of the very same
excesses and impropriety of fiddling with
democratic institutions that Opposition flags
as flawed features of brand Modi’s governance.
Selling a brand’s ability to govern is like mar-
keting a service product, similar to banking or
insurance. Delivering good governance is a
solemn and contractual service obligation
between the ruler and the voter.

The second voter option is the Gandhi
brand, and consequently a Congress-led alliance.
Rahul is the prime mover in this space, though
not the glue that binds the Opposition and lacks
any empirical record of governance to gauge past

performance that inspires a “buy.” Rahul has
been a brand-in-the-making since 2004 that was
formally test-marketed in the Gujarat elections
in 2017 with partial success till he led the
Congress to convincing wins in the politically
significant Hindi heartland States in 2018.

Rahul’s personal branding for 2019 as the
angry young man of Indian politics is a com-
plete mis-match to real-life attributes. The
Bachchan prototype in politics could well have
appealed to the aspirational youth had he
gained ascendance through meritocracy. His
marketing strategy is deliberately confronta-
tional and headline-grabbing, targetted to
“defeat the BJP in the daily news cycle”
through “hit and scoot” allegations in an
attempt to maximise media space and brand
visibility. As an anti-corruption crusader,
upholding India’s institutional integrity, unem-
ployment and agri-distress, a discerning voter
would see through the claims of a party that
suffered its worst rout in 2014 for those very
issues Rahul champions in 2019.

Let’s not forget that Rahul, like his mother,
had unfettered and equal access through proxy
power during UPA’s 10 years to transform India.
The fact is, he did nothing. So the rebel image
does not quite add up. The Congress-led UPA
ran a highly corrupt establishment with abject
disdain for the integrity of democratic institu-
tions starting with the office of the Prime
Minister, CBI, CAG etc. Besides, an inconvenient
truth seldom highlighted in present times is the
cronyism Rahul alleges, and hopes to reap elec-
toral dividends from by scamming the Rafael
deal, is that the rise of the Ambanis coincided
with the rule of Indira Gandhi, not with Modi’s
ascendance. By 1999, the Reliance group had the
largest net worth among all private companies
in India, much before Modi came to power in
Gujarat or in the capital.

Second, Rahul’s economic panacea of a
Minimum Income Guarantee scheme is a
flawed and financially prodigal strategy.

Because it is based on assumptions that mar-
ket-led economic growth will remain below-
par, insufficient to raise millions out of pover-
ty, so there is need to fall back on direct state-
supported welfarism. Progressive growth is
founded on policies that widen the econom-
ic pie, as compared to welfarist solutions which
are based on redistribution of wealth, which
is an interim solution to mitigating poverty and
a constant drain on the exchequer.

Brand Modi is the “challenged” brand with
the largest individual market share that reached
saturation in 2014, and now suffers anticipat-
ed mid-cycle plateau. With his sweeping victo-
ry in 2014, the brand appeal resonated wider
than its parent organisations, the BJP and RSS.

Despite a degree of voter-fatigue, displac-
ing an overarching brand whose organisation
and party dominates 19 Indian States is also a
marketing challenge. Brand Modi retains top-
of-the-mind recall through sustained visibili-
ty, being omnipresent in daily Government
advertisements and regular personalised
engagements through messaging updates via
mail, Twitter and Mygov apps. It stands for
unadulterated brand attributes of personal
integrity. Voters, who buy into brand Modi in
2019, are not looking for new value-adds.
Instead, brand loyalists are looking for renew-
al of commitments on how it can deliver on past
promises and rectify the errors of his first
tenure. As Modi’s brand attributes have been
synonymous with decisive leadership, gauging
from the patriotic fervour post the Pulwama
attack, there would be a huge surge in popular-
ity ratings should he choose to exercise military
options, like going in for a limited war. Question
is: Does he need to resort to knee-jerk reactions
to prove his ‘josh’ by going to war in order to
win the elections of 2019?

(The writer is author, columnist and
Chairperson for National Committee on
Financial Inclusion and Literacy for Women
constituted at NITI Aayog)
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Bijni/Diphu (Assam): At least
eight persons, including two
women, were killed and as many
others injured in two road acci-
dents in Bongaigaon and Karbi
Anglong districts of Assam on
Wednesday, police said.

Five persons travelling in an
auto-rickshaw were killed when
a truck rammed into their vehi-
cle by a truck on NH 31 at Bijni-
Goraimari in Bongaigaon dis-
trict at around 2.30 PM, police
said. Police rushed to the spot
and the injured were admitted
to a hospital nearby.

In another road accident in
central Assam’s Karbi Anglong
district, three persons, including

two women, were killed and four
others seriously injured at about
6.30 am when the driver of their
vehicle lost control while cross-
ing a road bridge and hit a pil-
lar, the police said.

The vehicle fell from the
bridge at Hari Tarogaon near
Dokmoka Army Camp, police
said. Three occupants of the
vehicle died on the spot, while
four others including its driver
received grievous injuries and
were admitted to a hospital in
Dimapur.

The vehicle was travelling
from Dimapur to attend a meet-
ing at Tura in Meghalaya, the
sources said. PTI

Nashik (Maha): Four mem-
bers of a family, including two
children, were charred to death
in a fire triggered by explosion
of a domestic LPG cylinder in
Nashik district of Maharashtra,
police said on Wednesday.

The incident occurred on
Tuesday night in Dhaur village
in Dindori taluka, around 30
kms from here, when the fam-
ily members were asleep after
having dinner, a local police offi-
cial said.

The makeshift tin-roof
structure in which the family
was living suffered extensive

damage in the explosion, he said.
The official said four mem-

bers, including a couple and two
children, burned alive in fire.

It seemed the cylinder was
leaking and the gas came into
contact with a kerosene lamp in
the shed which has no power
connection, the official said
when asked about the likely
cause behind the incident.

The deceased persons are
identified as Murlidhar
Choudhari (32), his wife Kavita
(30), their son Tushar (10), and
nephew Nayan Choudhari (8),
he said.

A case of accidental death
has been registered by Dindori
police and further investiga-
tion is underway. PTI
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Chief of Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) and former

Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti on Wednesday labelled
those seeking revenge against
Pakistan as ‘illiterates’. 

Speaking selectively to a
group of media persons here at
her residence, Mehbooba Mufti
said “In today’s world, only illit-
erate people will talk about war.
Both countries have nuclear
arms. When there is an option
of dialogue then there is no
point talking about war. If
there is no war there would be
no retaliation. Those talking
about war are just bluffing,
those who are sincere will
never lead their country into
war” .

Mehbooba was reacting
to the ongoing war of words
between India and Pakistan in
the aftermath of the Pulwama
terror attack. 

Immediately after the
Pulwama terror attack, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
vowed revenge with many on
social media calling for anoth-
er surgical strike to avenge the
deaths of the soldiers.
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Pakistan army on
Wednesday resorted to

heavy shelling of mortars  along
the Line of Control in Kalal
area of Nowshera sector of
Rajouri district. 

This is the second incident
of ceasefire violation in the  last
24 four hours in the same
region.

According to ground
reports, “the firing started
around 6.30 p.m and continued
till late in the night”. 

Defence PRO in Jammu, Lt
Col Devendra Anand said, “
Pakistan army initiated ‘unpro-
voked’ ceasefire violation by
heavy shelling with mortars
and firing of small arms around
6.30 p.m”.

“The Indian army retaliat-
ed strongly and effectively”, he
added.

Tension prevailed in the
forward areas as panic strick-
en residents were forced to stay
indoors due to heavy mortar
shelling.
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Aday after Meghalaya
Governor Tathagata Roy

prescribed justice for the
Pulwama terror attack victims
by boycotting everything
Kashmiri, Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
launched a scathing attack on
“those holding constitutional
posts” saying a section of polit-
ical parties/groups were mak-
ing hate statements, under-
mining the country’s’ federal
and secular health.

The Chief Minister who on
Wednesday declared a pay-
ment of �5 lakh each for the
two CRPF jawans from Bengal
who had perished in the savage
terror attack on February 14
besides offering government
jobs to the next of their kin
tweeted: “a section of political
parties/groups along with peo-
ple holding constitutional posi-
tions” were “indulging in
rumour-mongering, spreading
hatred with dangerous state-
ments.”

Though she would not
name Roy in her comment,

Banerjee wondered “what lev-
els of polluted politics have we
descended to,” criticising those
who were indulging in shame-
less politics.

Roy had earlier supported
a call for boycotting “everything
Kashmiri” including tourism to
that State, Amarnath Yatra and
purchasing the products that
were produced there.

Asking the Kashmiris liv-
ing in Bengal to stay in the State
without fear Banerjee said,
“there is no reason to be afraid
here in Bengal.

There was one stray inci-
dent (of attack on two
Kashmiris) but we have taken
strong action there because
we want a united India and not
a divided India.”

Incidentally, the Chief
Minister had earlier questioned
the developments Pulwama
attack wondering whether the

Centre was trying to go to war
when Lok Sabha elections were
round the corner. She alleged
“while the Government did
nothing after the Pathankot
attack it was creating a “war-
like hysteria” before the gener-
al elections.

In a related development
central Kolkata witnessed
clashes between two groups
when alleged RSS-BJP youth on
Wednesday attacked an anti-
war procession led by
Association for Protection of
Democratic Rights.

“A group of about 15 peo-
ple carrying the national flag
attacked the rallyists decrying
battle-mongering,” said APDR
chairperson Sujata Bhadra.
“We have unequivocally con-
demned the Pulwama attack
and have stood by the victims’
families but this does not be
taken as an excuse to spread
war-mongering between and
mass hysteria, he said adding
“some people certainly from
the RSS and the BJP who were
essentially not Bengali-speak-
ing attacked us even as the
police stood mute spectators.”
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Kolkata: A teenaged girl from
Kolkata was trolled and
allegedly threatened with rape
on Facebook for a post on the
plight of Kashmiris in the wake
of the Pulwama attack, she said
on Wednesday.

In her February 15 post,
the Class 12 girl condemned
the deadly terror strike in
Jammu and Kashmir that killed
40 CRPF jawans, while high-
lighting the daily hardships of
Kashmiris. She said some peo-
ple asked her to leave the
country and go to Pakistan in
reply to her post, and others
threatened rape and dire con-
sequences. A local shopkeeper
also told her that a few men
were trying to locate her house
through her Facebook pic-
tures, she claimed.

“Initially, after receiving
the threats, I had deleted my
post. But after I came to know
that some youths were looking
for me, I decided to delete my
Facebook account. I did not go
to school for the last two days,”
she told PTI. PTI

Bengaluru: Congress MLA JN
Ganesh was arrested on
Wednesday near a restaurant at
Somnath in Gujarat, weeks
after he was declared abscond-
ing for allegedly assaulting
another lawmaker from his
party during a brawl at aresort.

Ganesh was at large 
after the alleged assault 
on Anand Singh, both from
Ballari district, on January 20
at the Eagleton Resort on the
city outskirts, where the
Congress had sequestered its
MLAs to prevent a poaching
bid by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

The MLA was arrested in
the afternoon when he was
going to have lunch near
Somnath Temple,
Ramanagaradistrict superin-
tendent of police Ramesh
Bhanot said.

“We had sent a team to
Gujarat three days ago follow-
ing information that he was
staying in a hotel there.

Today our team got inputs
that he was near Somnath tem-

ple to have meals at a hotel. He
had stopped his vehicle there
when we arrested him,” Bhanot
told reporters.

He said police teams were
sent to Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Maharashtra and Delhi.

There were three people
with him -- two of them from
Karnataka and one of his
friends was from Gujarat, he
added.

Karnataka Home minister
M B Patil said the MLA was
arrested at 2 pm.

“He will be brought here by
a flight in the night,” Patil told
reporters here.

Ganesh had allegedly
attacked Singh with his fists
and a flowerpot, hit him near
his eye and kicked him on his
chest, according to the com-
plaint filed with the police.

In his complaint, Singh
said Ganesh was upsetas he
suspected that he wanted to fin-
ish him off politically and did
not support him financially
during the Karnataka Assembly
polls last year. PTI

� ��
�������
��
5"���		��������
������������

$��	��������
���
�����
������
�����&�
��
�����$�
����

Guwahati: Assam Government
on Wednesday informed the
State Assembly that over 2.9
lakh cases are pending in lower
courts across the State and it is
mulling to set up 33 fast track
courts to try heinous crimes.

Giving a written reply to a
query by AIUDF MLA Aminul
Islam, Law and Justice Minister
Siddhartha Bhattacharya said
the number of pending cases in
lower courts have gone up
from 2,76,520 in 2017 to
2,91,960 the next year.

A total of 3,26,931 new
cases were registered last year
and 3,11,150 cases were dis-
posed of, he said.

“The government is con-
sidering to set up 33 fast track
courts to handle cases of rape
as well as murder of women
and children,” Bhattacharya
said.

He also informed the
Assembly that a total of 70
posts of judges in various lower
courts are lying vacant at this
moment.

Bhattacharya said, out of
the sanctioned posts of 24
judges in the high court, four
are vacant. PTI

Kolkata: The 109-year-old high
security Alipore Central
Correctional home in the city
officially closed down on
Wednesday due to security
purpose after all its inmates
being shifted to other correc-
tional homes.

It’s an end of an era for
Kolkata, as the jail had as its
prisoners at various times free-
dom fighters and leaders like
Sri Aurobindo, his brother

Barindra Kumar Ghosh, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, Kazi Nazrul
Islam, Sarat Ch Bose, K Kamraj
and Bidhan Chandra Roy dur-
ing the Independence move-
ment.

“We decided to close the
prison due to security purpos-
es. The condition of this 100
year old prison is not good.
Besides, you will hardly find
any modern prision in middle

of a city. So we decided to move
to the newly built Baruipur
prison,” Correctional Homes
Minister Ujjal Biswas told PTI.

The height of the Alipore
Central jails walls are 6.5
metres, while those at the
Baruipur jail are a metre high-
er. The Alipore Central jail can
accomodate 1800 convicts but
Baruipur jail can accomodate
2200 convicts, the minister
said. PTI

Shillong: Scientists at
Zoological Survey of India
(ZSI) have found a rare frog
species in Lower Subansiri dis-
trict of Arunachal Pradesh,
according to a recently pub-
lished journal.

The convex-vented horned
species (Megophrys
pachyproctus), collected from
Tale Valley Wildlife Sanctuary
of the district in 2017, is crim-
son in colour, it said.

Led by senior ZSI scientist
Bikramjit Sinha, the researchers
also found out that the frog is
endemic to Xizang in China,
the journal, ‘Records of the
Zoological Survey of India’,
said. PTI
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Kochi: A massive fire broke out
at a footwear showroom and
godown located near the South
railway station in Kerala’s com-
mercial hub Kochi Wednesday.

Officials said no casualty
was reported but firefighters
took several hours to bring the

blaze, which broke out in the the
fourth floor of the six-storeyed
building, under control.

Around 50 fire engines
rushed to the spot and people
from nearby shops and resi-
dential buildings were evacuat-
ed, a fire department official told

PTI. An eyewitness said a large
plume of black smoke was seen
spreading around the multi-
storeyed structure before the fire
broke out. 

Short circuit is suspected to
be the cause of the blaze but it
cannot be confirmed at the

moment, the official said. “No
casualty has been reported as
the employees of the godown
moved out of the building as
soon as the fire broke out. Now
the blaze is under control...We
are trying to douse it com-
pletely,” the official said.  PTI
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Ahmednagar: A former village
head in Ahmednagar district of
Maharashtra has been arrested
for allegedly making objec-
tionable comments over the
Pulwama terror attack, police
said on Wednesday.

A candle march was taken
out on Monday evening in
Vispur village, located around
30 km from here, to protest
against perpetrators of the
attack in which 40 CRPF per-
sonnel were killed in Pulwana
district of Jammu and Kashmir
last week, Belwadi police sta-
tion’s inspector Rajendra
Padwal said.

During the march, Vispur’s
former sarpanch Sayyad Jabbar
Amir allegedly made some
statements against the Indian
government, the official said.

The other participants
immediately criticised his
remarks following which Amir
ran away from there, he said.

Later, some locals filed a
police complaint based on
which Amir was arrested on
Tuesday night and booked
under Indian Penal Code
Section 153-B (imputations
and assertions prejudicial to
national integration), Padwal
said. PTI
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Guwahati: Over 36,500 posts
of teachers are lying vacant in
schools of all levels across
Assam, the state Assembly was
informed on Wednesday.

In a written reply to a
query by AGP MLA Utpal
Dutta, Education Minister
Siddhartha Bhattacharya said a
total of 36,523 teaching posts
are vacant at present, including
17,293 posts in primary
schools.

Out of these 17,293, he
said, 10,137 are in lower pri-
mary and 7,156 are in upper
primary schools. PTI
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Jammu: The Jammu Province
People’s Forum (JPPF), an
organisation advocating cause of
Dogras, on Wednesday threat-
ened agitation if police do not
immediately release over 100
boys allegedly detained in
Jammu during protests against
Pulwama terror attack.

“100 plus innocent (boys)
are detained for none of their
fault. We request the adminis-
tration to release the detained
innocent youths of Jammu oth-
erwise situation will become bad
to worse”, Working President of
the Forum, M S Katoch said
Wednesday here.

The JPPF, which supervised
the agitation for the Central
University Jammu (CUJ) and
AIIMS and forced the central
government to announce the
two institutes for Jammu, has
asked the government to release
the detained youths immediate-

ly. Lashing at the administration
for “anti-Jammu” steps, Katoch
said the city is under strict cur-
few for the last 5 days and peo-
ple here are having a “tough
time”. He said the government
“failed” to control the situation
and alleged that no action was
taken against those chanting
“anti-India” slogans in Jammu.

“No action has been taken
against them (who raised anti-
national slogans). It is a mat-
ter of shame that even the peo-
ple living in the government
quarters in Sarwal and Janipur
area are involved in this anti-
national offence and no action
has been taken by the
Government against the cul-
prits”, Katoch said. The JPPF
paid rich tributes to the mar-
tyrs of Pulwama attack by the
Jaish-e- Mohammed in which
at least 40 CRPF personnel
were killed. PTI
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Mumbai: Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi’s “development book”
has improved much since 2014
and he has his sister Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra’s support, but
they cannot be compared with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership, the Shiv
Sena said on Wednesday.

The remarks by the
Uddhav Thackeray-led party
came two days after it sealed a
pre-poll alliance with the BJP
after years of bickering and crit-
icism of its policies and leaders.

Responding to Opposition
criticism of the seat-sharing
pact, the Sena, in an editorial
in party mouthpiece ‘Saamana’,
said questions on tie-up are less
in the minds of people but
much more among political
opponents as these “insects”
will be crushed due to the
alliance.

Referring to Modi’s stew-
ardship, it said, “Rahul Gandhi’s
book of development has
improved much since 2014

and he has Priyanka’s help.
However, they can’t be com-
pared with Modi’s leadership.”

Asserting that the party is
not helpless for power, the edi-
torial said there are several
questions — like why did it ally
with the BJP despite differences
in 2014, will the Ram Temple
be constructed, will there be
Sena’s Chief Minister — and
their answers are “positive”.

Instead of replying to ques-
tions on the alliance, it is bet-
ter that the “arrangement”
made for the benefit of
Maharashtra is taken ahead, it
said.

The Marathi daily said BJP

president Amit Shah himself
came to Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray’s suburban residence
‘Matoshree’. Thackeray told
him what he had to and it was
finally decided to give the
alliance another chance.

Maintaining that there was
no enmity between the Sena
and the BJP, it said if (Bihar
chief minister and JD-U head)
Nitish Kumar could join the
NDA despite differences of
opinion with Modi and if the
Congress could forge a “maha-
gathbandhan” (grand alliance),
then the Sena has always been
a part of the BJP-led coalition.

The Sena said there was
resentment in 2014 against the
Congress and its allies and
there was a “wave” in favour of
Modi.

However, in 2019, the wave
has receded and elections have
to be fought not on the back of
the “wave”, but on ideology,
development works and future,
it added.  PTI
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After a six-hour-long drama,
the forest department offi-

cials captured a leopard from
the basement of a hotel at
Thane, after the wild cat had
strayed into the parking lot of
a leading shopping mall and
later entered the basement of a
nearby hotel, thus triggering
considerable panic among res-
idents in the area.

In an operation that lasted
for more than five and a half
hours, the forest officials
trapped the leopard in a cage
after tranquilising it. Ahead of
laying the trap, the officials had
burst crackers in an effort to
scare the wild cat.

“It took us nearly five
hours to capture the leopard
which we did around at around
11.30 am. After completing
necessary formalities, we will
be leaving the leopard in the
wild, ” a senior forest official
said. 

Some eyewitnesses said

that the leopard which came
trapped was seen around last
midnight entering the Cadbury
company located in near
Pokharan Road-1, from where
it is believed to have headed to
Korum Mall.

The leopard that had been
spotted leaving the Korum

Mall in Mumbai’s satellite city
of Thane at around 5.30 am
had reportedly entered the
mall complex after scaling the
perimeter wall. The CCTV
footage from the mall subse-
quently showed the wild cat
hiding behind a staircase before
heading towards a dark corner.

The leopard, which is
believed to have strayed into
the Thane city from the near-
by Yeooor hills located on the
rear side of the Sanjay Gandhi
National Park (SNGP), later
quietly entered the basement of
Satkaar Hotel, which is less
than 300 meters away from the
Korum mall, from the rear side.

One Gurudev Singh (44)
who works at the hotel as a dri-
ver, said he had spotted the
wild cat entering the hotel
from its rear side.

Before long, the panicked
hotel management alerted the
fire brigade personnel, forest
officials and police. By then,
the leopard had quietly
deposited itself in the base-
ment of the hotel, blissfully
unaware of the panic that it
had generated among the peo-
ple in the area.

The incident created quite
a commotion at the Smt.
Sulochanadevi Singhania
School, where high school
examinations were on.
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The Jammu & Kashmir
Government on

Wednesday further diluted and
withdrew the security of 18
other members of Hurriyat
Conference, including Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, Yasin Malik,
Aga Syed Mosvi and Maulvi
Abbas Ansari .

Earlier, four Hurriyat
members, including Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, were stripped off
their security cover by the
State Government. 

In addition, the security of
155 political persons and
activists, who did not require
the security provided to them
based on their threat assess-
ment and their activities, was
also withdrawn. 

This includes Shah Faesal,
who resigned from the IAS and
Wahid Parray.

According to the
spokesperson of Home
Department, "it was felt that
providing security to these
separatist leaders is a wastage
of scarce state resources which
could be better utilised else-
where". 

Among the leaders whose
security has been downgraded
and withdrawn are SAS
Geelani, Aga Syed Mosvi,
Maulvi Abbas Ansari,  Yaseen
Malik, Saleem Geelani, Shahid
ul Islam, Zaffar Akbar Bhat,
Nayeem Ahmed Khan,
Mukhtar Ahmad Waza, Farooq
Ahmed Kichloo, Masroor
Abbas Ansari, Aga Syed Abul
Hussain, Abdul Gani Shah and
Mohd Musadiq Bhat. 

Through this exercise, over
1,000 police personnel and
over 100 vehicles are freed to
do regular police work, the
police spokesman said.
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As the 12th edition of Aero
India 2019, a biannual

plane carnival kick-started at
the Yalahanka Air base at the
outskirts of Bengaluru on
Wednesday, Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman lauded
the achievements of Modi
Government in defence sector
ahead of general elections just
a few months away. 

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of 12th edition of Aero
India she said, “Some of the
major achievements of Public
and Private defence industry, I
want to put before you include
155 MM 52 caliber self-pro-
pelled howitzer guns, advanced
towed artillery guns, high alti-
tude UAVs, commissioning of
indigenous scorpene INS
Kalvari, development of two
indigenous ATGMs, upgrada-
tion of air defence guns L 70,
LCA Tejas 2, integrated air
command control system,
Akash missile system and so
on.” She also said with focused
defence policy the public and
private defence industry have
been able to achieve major
milestones in the defence and
aerospace segment.

As a mark of tribute to
Wing Commander Sahil

Gandhi who was killed in a
mid-air clash of two Hawk
fighters of team Surya Kiran on
Tuesday. 

“There are now more than
424 companies which have
obtained the license for defence
production. This number has
almost doubled over the last
four years,” she added. She
said on Foreign direct
Investment”(FDI ) ) upto 49
per cent were allowed through
automatic route and above 49
per cent we go through the
Government route. But a sig-
nificant FDI growth in defence
and aerospace sector have been
witnessed. During 2014-18, six
companies in defence and aero-
space sector obtained govern-
ment approval for FDI of �237
crore while FDI of �200 crore
has been received through the
automatic route. 
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Aizawl: The Mizo Peace
Accord of 1986 has stood the
test of time and made Mizoram
one of the most peaceful states
in the country, Governor
Kummanam Rajasekharan said
Wednesday.

Addressing a meeting here
to celebrate the 32nd anniver-
sary of the signing of the Mizo
Peace Accord - Remna Ni
(Peace Day) - Rajasekharan
said it is the duty of all
stakeholders to ensure
enduring peace in the state as
it is the most crucial prereq-
uisite for development.

The Peace Accord was
signed on June 30, 1986, by
the erstwhile underground
Mizo National Front (MNF),
the Centre and the Mizoram
government.

"It is to the credit of the
strong civil society out here,
that we have transitioned
from years of struggle to
become one of the most
peaceful states in the coun-
try. It is our duty to maintain
this peace, which is so vital
for development," he said.

The governor urged the
people to exploit the immense
potential that Mizoram offers
in the realms of agriculture,
horticulture, organic farming,
food processing, handloom

and handicrafts.
"Special emphasis is now

being given to the bamboo sec-
tor in the state. We have one of
the largest bamboo cover in the
country, it is now recognized,
developed and promoted in a
manner ensuring ecological
security for all-round sustain-
able development of the state
and well-being of our people,"
Rajasekharan said. PTI

Lucknow: Bahujan Samaj Party
supremo Mayawati claimed on
Wednesday that the BJP was
afraid of its tie-up with the
Samajwadi Party in Uttar
Pradesh and was now desper-
ate to forge an alliance of its
own.

Her remarks came in the
wake of the BJP announcing a
tie-up with the Shiv Sena in
Maharashtra and the AIADMK
in Tamil Nadu.

"Does the BJP's move to
forge alliances in Bihar,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu,
in absolute helplessness and on
its knees, show its strong lead-
ership? In fact, the BJP is so
afraid of the SP-BSP alliance
that it is now running from pil-
lar to post to forge an alliance
of its own," Mayawati tweeted
in Hindi.

She said, "No matter 
how much efforts the 
BJP makes during the 
election period, people of the
country are fed up with its 
anti-people policies and will
not forgive it. The public will
shatter its arrogance in 
the elections and their govern-
ment will go." PTI
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Less than 48 hours after the
two saffron parties entered

into an electoral alliance, senior
Shiv Sena leader and Minister
Ramdas Kadam on Wednesday
created a stir in the State polit-
ical circles, by asserting that his
party would severe its ties with
the BJP if the latter did not
accept the Sena’s condition that
the Chief Minister’s post should
be shared in rotation between
them if they returned to power
in the State.

“At the seat-sharing talks
held on Monday,  the BJP had
accepted Sena President Uddhav
Thackeray’s condition  that the
two parties would share the
Chief Minister’s post in rotation
in the event of our returning to
power in the State.  This means
that both the Sena and BJP
would get the chief minister’s
post for two and a half years
each,” Kadam said, while talking
to a Marathi television channel.

Kadam said that if the BJP

failed to fulfill its promise, the
Sena would have no other go but
to break the alliance.

Alluding to an interview
telecast on a regional television
channel, Kadam said: “In an
interview, I saw senior state
BJP leader Chandrakant Patil
saying that whichever of the two
parties ( BJP and Sena) gets
more number of seats in the
Assembly polls, it will have its
person in the chief minister’s
saddle. Whatever Patil has said
is wrong. I want chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis to speak to
BJP national president Amit
Shah and clarify matters.
Otherwise, there will be once
again confusion and there is a
possibility of a break-up in our
alliance”.

“If the BJP does not accept
our condition of rotational chief
ministership, then we will tell
our party president Uddhav
Thackereay to break the alliance
once again,”  Kadam said.

It may be recalled that both
the Sena and BJP leaders had not

spoken about the understanding
reached between them over the
choice of the chief minister’s
post. As a result, it was felt that
both the parties had chosen to
keep the issue of chief minister’s
post open.

Dwelling upon the sharing
of positions in the event of the
saffron alliance government
returning to power, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis had said: “We are con-
fident of returning to power
both at the Centre and in the
state. If we take charge of the
office once again in
Maharashtra, we will share
power and positions equitably”.

Under the seat-sharing for-
mula arrived at between the two
saffron alliance partners, the BJP
will contest 25 Lok Sabha seats,
while the Shiv Sena will field
candidates for the remaining 23
LS seats. In the State Assembly
polls, the two parties will — after
sparing some seats to other
alliance constituents — contest
equal number of seats.
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Panaji: The BJP on Wednesday
said the mining issue in Goa has
become quite "tricky" and none
other than Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was looking
into it to find a solution.

Talking to reporters here,
BJP vice president Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe also said the
Centre and the Goa
Government were on the "same
page" as far as finding a solution
to the mining crisis was con-
cerned.

The mining industry in
Goa has come to a standstill
since March 16 last year, after
the Supreme Court quashed the
renewal of 88 mining leases in
the State.

"It would not be true to sug-
gest that nothing has happened
to resolve the mining crisis. It is
a very intricate issue and every-
body is aware that the judicia-
ry is involved in it," he told
reporters in response to a ques-
tion.

"Perhaps, if it was left only
to the Government, resolving
the issue would have been easy,"
Sahasrabuddhe added.

He was in Goa as part of the
drive to collect feedback and

suggestions for the party for
drafting the manifesto ahead of
the Lok Sabha elections.

According to
Sahasrabuddhe, there were sev-
eral issues coming in the way of
resolution of the mining crisis.

"Judiciary is involved in it.
The issue has become tricky.
Therefore, it is taking
longer...Sooner or later, a solu-
tion would be there," he said.

When asked whether a way
out would be found before the
Lok Sabha polls or after that, he
said, "The entire gamut of issues
about mining is under the active
consideration at the apex level.
Therefore, in a way it is work in
progress. I understand perhaps
more patience is required.

"The Prime Minister is
looking into it, so solution
would be found sooner than
later," the BJP leader added.

When asked about Goa
Chief Minister Manohar
Parrikar's statement that as the
Centre has failed to provide a
way out, the State Government
would find solution to the cri-
sis, Sahasrabuddhe said, "There
is nothing like division between
Centre and the State." PTI

Bhopal: BJP MLA Chetan
Kashyap, one of the richest law-
makers in Madhya Pradesh, on
Wednesday announced in the
Assembly he would not draw
salary and allowances and urged
the State Government to spend
this amount on development
works.

Kashyap made the
announcement during the Zero
Hour and said he was capable of
bearing his expenses as MLA.

According to a report of the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR), Kashyap was
the second richest MLA of the
state with total assets worth Rs
204 crore.

Another BJP MLA Sanjay
Pathak, a businessman, tops the
list with assets worth Rs 226
crore, as per the affidavit sub-
mitted during the November
assembly elections.

Kashyap, elected for a second
term from Ratlam, said he has
decided not to draw any salary,
allowances or pension entitled to
an MLA from the state exche-
quer like his previous term. He
urged Speaker N P Prajapati to
direct the department concerned
not to withdraw his salary from
the treasury. PTI
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India will remain the fastest
growing major economy,

much ahead of China, in the
next decade 2019-28, according
to a global economic research
report.

The report prepared by
Oxford Economics, which is
engaged in global forecasting
and quantitative analysis, India
is likely to achieve an average
growth of 6.5 per cent in 2019-
28, the highest among the
emerging economies.

India will be followed by
the Philippines (5.3 per cent)
and Indonesia (5.1 per cent),
the report titled ‘Emerging
Markets Sustained Growth in
EMs Calls for Thrift and
Innovation’ said.

China has been assigned
the fourth slot with an average
growth rate of 5.1 per cent for
the next decade (2019-28).

The report is authored by
eminent economist Louis Kuijs.

It pointed out that emerg-
ing markets (EMs) with sus-
tained fast growth are distin-
guished by rapid capital accu-
mulation — mainly domesti-
cally financed — and robust
total factor productivity (TFP)
growth.

“To achieve sustained rapid
growth in the coming decades,
EMs will need solid saving,” the
report said.

According to the report, to

avoid the middle income trap
(MIT), the upper middle
income countries (MICs) in
particular need to make
progress in terms of ‘mastering
technology’, raising the involve-
ment of firms and/or people in
innovation and R&D.

“Major saving is required
for sustained rapid growth in
emerging economies,” it said,
adding that TFP growth driven

by innovation and R&D, espe-
cially in middle income coun-
tries.

India is projected to grow
at 7.5 per cent in 2019 and 7.7
per cent in 2020, more than
China’s estimated growth of
6.2 per cent in these two
years,  according to the
International Monetary Fund’s
recent World Economy
Outlook update. 
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In a significant development
in the country’s architecture

sector for the first time ever an
Indian design company has
acquired an International
design firm.

CP Kukreja Architects has
acquired the India arm of
Chicago-based renowned
design firm dbHMS. The
Indian arm of dbHMS has two
verticals — sustainability and
Engineering designs. They have
been leading the innovative
engineering and green building
movement in India. 

“We are delighted that we
are able to bring this world class
expertise to our clients in India.
The country is poised for
unprecedented development in
the years to come and it is
important that the foundation of
our work is based on sustain-
ability and environmentally
responsible design,” said Dikshu
C Kukreja, Managing Principal,
C P Kukreja Architects.

Kukreja Architects  is
designing India’s first Rail
University besides  the con-
vention centers in Pragati
Maidan and Dwarka for the
G20 Summit in 2022.
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International Copper
Association India (ICA India)

on Thursday hosted national
seminar on  “Energy Efficient
Motor Standards &  Emerging
Challenges” in New Delhi. The
guests of honor for the event
were Ravinder Secretary DIPP
and Rk Bajaj, DDG — BIS who
delivered keynote address.
Sharing his views Ravinder cited
that the import of sub-standard
motors should be controlled
and customs can help by keep-
ing a check and barring them
from entering India eventually
helping in the adoption of IS
across the country.

Commenting on the event
Sanjeev Ranjan, Managing
Director, International Copper
Association India said, “ICA has
always been at the forefront for
taking initiatives to provide a plat-
form for dialogue between the
governing bodies, regulatory bod-
ies and industries to bridge the
gaps and work collectively with
the larger vision of betterment for
the national economy. We hope
that our seminar on energy effi-
cient motor standards would
have provided all the stakehold-
ers the ground to come up with
solutions for the challenges relat-
ed to adoption of Higher
Efficiency Motors (HEMs).”
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Markets regulator Sebi on
Wednesday exempted

State-owned Coal India from
complying with regulations
with regard to its proposed
buyback programme for 4.46
crore shares. 

Coal India had filed an appli-
cation on February 12 with the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) seeking exemption
from the strict enforcement of the
buyback norms.

The application has been
necessitated on account of trans-
fer of 4,46,80,850 equity shares
of Coal India which were held
by the promoter (Government),
to the asset management com-
pany of the Bharat 22 ETF in the
month of February, according to
a Sebi order.

The promoter
(Government of India) said
additional offering period of
Bharat 22 ETF was opened and
closed on February 14, 2019.

It is noted that the proposed
transfer equity shares by the
promoters will occur during the
period between the date of
passing the resolution of the

board of directors approving the
offer of buyback of securities of
the company (i.E. February 4,
2019) and the closure of such
offer, Coal India said.

Under buyback regula-
tions, it imposes an obligation
on the company to ensure  that
its promoters do not deal in the
shares of the company in the
stock exchange or off-market
including inter-transfer of
shares among themselves dur-
ing the period from the date of
passing the resolution of the
board of directors till closing of
the buyback offer.

On February 4, Coal
India’s board had approved the
buyback of 4.46 crore equity
shares, representing about 9.86
per cent (stand alone basis) of
aggregate of fully paid–up equi-
ty capital at a price of Rs 235
per equity share for an aggre-
gate consideration of Rs 1,050
crore. 

The PSU in its application
said that in the proposed buy-
back, 15 per cent of the num-
ber of equities will be reserved
for small shareholders which
will benefit larger number of
such small shareholders.
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Observing there was a ‘wil-
ful default’, the Supreme

Court on Wednesday held Anil
Ambani, chairman of Reliance
Communication(RCom),
guilty of contempt of court and
ordered the debt-laden com-
pany to clear the �453 crore
dues to Swedish telecom equip-
ment maker Ericsson within
four weeks or face a 3-month
jail term.

In a verdict that came as
a setback to Ambani, the
apex court also pulled up the
industrialist for his “cavalier
att itude” demonstrated
through the affidavit filed in
the court  and said any
“unconditional apology”
given must be rejected.

Besides Ambani, the court
held Reliance Telecom Ltd
chairman Satish Seth and
Reliance Infratel Ltd Chhaya
Virani as well as their three
companies guilty of contempt
of court,

“The RCom group is
directed to purge the con-
tempt of this Court by pay-
ment to Ericsson the sum of
�453 crore within a period of
four weeks from today. In
default of such payment, the
Chairmen who have given
undertakings to this Court
will suffer three months
imprisonment,” said a bench of
Justices R F Nariman and
Vineet Saran.
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The Finance Ministry on
Wednesday announced to

pump in �48,239 crore in 12
public sector banks (PSBs) in
this fiscal to help them main-
tain regulatory capital require-
ments and finance growth
plans.

With this funding, the total
amount of capital infusion
would increase to �1,00,958
crore of the planned recapital-
isation of �1.06 lakh crore for
PSBs for the current fiscal,
according to Financial Services
Secretary Rajiv Kumar.

The remaining �5,000
crore capital infusion would
be used as buffer for any con-
tingency or growth capital
for Bank of Baroda which is in
the process of merging Dena
Bank and Vijaya Bank with
itself.

“It (pending �5000 crore)
may be used for any contin-
gency or for growth capital
wherever it is necessary includ-
ing amalgamated entity of Bank
of Baroda,” Kumar said.

Corporation Bank is the
biggest beneficiary of this
round of capital infusion with
�9,086 crore of funding, fol-
lowed by Allahabad Bank with
�6,896 crore.

Explaining the rationale
for giving higher capital to

these two banks, Kumar said
equipping these two better
performing banks, currently
under the Prompt Corrective
Action (PCA) supervision of
the RBI, would help meet req-
uisite capital thresholds of
7.375 CET-1 ratio, 8.875 per
cent Tier I ratio, 10.875 per cent
of capital-to-risk weighted
assets ratio (CRAR) and the net
NPA ratio threshold of below
6 per cent.

Further, �4,638 crore and
�205 crore will be provided to
Bank of India and Bank of
Maharashtra. These banks have
recently come out of the regu-
latory supervisory framework
PCA of the RBI.

Kumar further said Punjab
National Bank will get �5,908
crore, Union Bank of India
�4,112 crore, Andhra Bank
�3,256 crore and Syndicate
Bank �1,603 crore.

The Government will
pump in �12,535 crore in four
other banks under PCA —
Central Bank of India, United
Bank, UCO Bank and Indian
Overseas Bank. 

The Government in
December had increased the
outlay by �41,000 crore for
infusion in public sector banks.
As a result, the total recapital-
isation in the current fiscal
from �65,000 crore to �1.06
lakh crore.
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The Ministry of Steel on
Wednesday extended till

April 17 the deadline for
mandatory use of Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS) certified
high-grade steel in automobile
manufacturing.

Automobile manufactur-
ers in India have been import-
ing high-grade steel and had
pressed the Government to
extend the deadline for using
Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) certified high-grade steel
beyond February 17.

According to auto manufac-
turers, they are facing difficulty
in sourcing high-grade steel from
domestic companies while for-
eign suppliers have expressed
reluctance to seek BIS certifica-
tion due to very low volumes.

In a notification on
Wednesday, the steel ministry
said, “in pursuance to the
enforcement of steel and steel
products quality control order
dated August 13, 2018, the
Ministry of Steel informs that all
grades available in Indian stan-
dards IS 4454 (Part-1): 2001, IS
4454 (Part II): 2001, IS 11169
(Part-I): 1984 and IS 6603:

2001, IS 6527: 1995 and IS
6528: 1995 shall remain outside
the purview of the quality con-
trol order till April 17, 2019.”

To promote local manu-
facturing, the steel ministry in
June 2018 mandated BIS certi-
fication for the commodity to
be sold in India. This included
both for domestically produced
and imported steel.

For the domestic auto
industry, December 17, 2018
was set as the deadline to meet
the norm.

Following the concerns
raised by the auto makers, the
government in December 2018
extended the deadline for auto-
mobile makers till February 17.

The automobile manufac-
turers had sought a year’s time,
expressing their inability to
source high grade steel locally
soon citing inconsistent 
quality.
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Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), Wipro, Carnival

Cinemas and Glenmark were
among the Indian companies
that signed 15 agreements on
Wednesday to invest in Saudi
Arabia.

The Saudi Arabian General
Investment Authority (SAGIA)
in a statement said while 11
MoUs were signed to forge
partnerships, four new licences
worth more than $28 million
were handed out to Indian
firms at the Saudi-India Forum
here.

“The announcements
cover a range of partnerships
across strategic growth sec-
tors, including energy and
water, technology, arts and
entertainment, healthcare,
trade and investment,” it said. 

“This reflects the strength
and diversification of the Saudi
economy, as well as the oppor-
tunities being unlocked for

private sector businesses by
widespread economic and
social reforms as part of Vision
2030.”

The MoUs that were signed
include agreements that will
boost the collaboration in
strategic growth sectors
between several Saudi govern-
ment entities with leading
Indian firms including TCS,
Wipro, Glenmark and Ion
Exchange.

Besides, licences were
granted to AWJ Energy,
SecurEyes, Carnival Cinemas
and Red Sea Arabia Company
to establish operations in Saudi
Arabia.

The Saudi-India Forum is
part of the first official state
visit of Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman to
India.

“Saudi Arabia is open for
business and we are delighted
to announce the licences and
MoUs signed at the Saudi-
India Forum today.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Wednesday con-

ducted raids on at least six loca-
tions in Mumbai and Delhi-
NCR region in connection with
the multi-crore IL&FS pay-
ment default crisis and seized
foreign currency worth �6 lakh,
officials said.

They said the action by the
central probe agency came

after it registered a criminal
complaint Tuesday under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in the
alleged payment default case.

Searches were being con-
ducted at the “residential
premises of key officials” linked
to the erstwhile management of
Infrastructure Leasing and
Financial Services (ILFS),
including its former chairman
Ravi Parthasarathy and few
others, they said.

“During the search proceed-
ings, foreign currencies amount-
ing to about Rs 6 lakh, various
property documents, incrimi-
nating documents, records and
media have been recovered and
seized from the premises,” the ED
said in a statement. 

The agency added it has
filed the PMLA case “against
IL&FS Group and others on the
basis of an FIR registered by the
Delhi Police EOW for alleged
cheating and forgery on part of
IL&FS Group and its managing
committee during the period
from 2010-2018”.

The raids were conducted
in Mumbai and locations in
Delhi and the national capital
region (NCR), including
Gurgaon, the agency said.
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Barcelona coach Ernesto
Valverde shrugged off
his team's struggles in

front of goal after they were
held to a 0-0 draw away at Lyon
in the first leg of their
Champions League last-16 tie.

The Spanish side had most
of the chances at the Groupama
Stadium on Tuesday, with Luis
Suarez firing just wide in the
second half, although it was
Lyon who came the closest
when Martin Terrier hit the bar
early on.

Lionel Messi and co was
once again left frustrated on the
road at the business end of the
competition, and have now
gone six away matches without
winning in the Champions
League knockout rounds, scor-
ing just a single goal in that
time. It is a run that goes back
three years.

Desperate to end Real
Madrid's recent European
dominance, Barca must now
finish the job when the teams
meet again at the Camp Nou
on March 13, but Lyon remain
in the tie.

Barcelona's form needs to
improve between now and
then, though — they have
drawn four of their last five
matches in all, and have scored
just once, from a penalty, in
their last three outings.

The visitors — who start-
ed with Sergi Roberto in mid-
field rather than the out-of-
form Philippe Coutinho —
had good reason to be wary of
their hosts, who have excelled
in big games this season.

	�������		����
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Bruno Genesio's team had

taken four points from a pos-
sible six against Manchester
City in the group stage and
recently won at home to Paris
Saint-Germain in Ligue 1.

They are still unbeaten in
Europe this season, although
this was their sixth consecutive
draw.

"It's a satisfying result
because it leaves us with a
chance for the second leg, and
we didn't concede. If we can
score at the Camp Nou we'll
have a chance of going
through," said Genesio.

He admitted that he had

hoped for an even better per-
formance, but Lyon was miss-
ing its World Cup-winning
captain Nabil Fekir due to sus-
pension.

It was the 21-year-old
Terrier who surprisingly start-
ed in his place, and he delivered

the most exciting moment of
the first half for the crowd of
almost 58,000 with a thunder-
ous strike from 20 yards out in
the ninth minute that was
tipped onto the bar by Marc-
Andre ter Stegen.

The same player later shot

over at the end of a fantastic
move, while Houssem Aouar
had earlier been denied by the
goalkeeper, but it was
Barcelona who enjoyed the
longer spells of possession.

Ousmane Dembele — one
of two Frenchmen in the away
line-up — came closest for
them in the first half, although
their best chances came after
he had been replaced by
Coutinho midway through
the second period.

Suarez came within
inches of breaking the
deadlock 20 minutes
from time, firing nar-
rowly wide from Jordi
Alba's cutback. He has now
gone 16 away matches without
scoring in the competition.

Coutinho had a powerful
shot beaten away by Anthony
Lopes, with the Lyon goalkeep-
er also frustrating Messi and
Sergio Busquets as Barcelona
dominated but departed with-
out a potentially precious away
goal.

At least they extended
their unbeaten record against
Lyon to seven matches, but
there remains hope for the
French club ahead of the
return. 
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Tim Southee snared a six-wicket
haul and Ross Taylor tore up the

record books as New Zealand domi-
nated Bangladesh to seal a 3-0 series
whitewash with an 88-run victory in
the final one-day international in
Dunedin on Wednesday.

Sabbir Rahman's gallant maiden
ODI century saved Bangladesh from
total humilation after they lost three
wickets with just two runs on the board
chasing New Zealand's imposing tar-
get of 331.

The tourists were 242 all out in
47.2 overs after the Black Caps were
sent into bat and made 330 for six at
University Oval.

It was final New Zealand outing
before the Cricket World Cup and
players were desperate to impress
coach Gary Stead even though the fix-
ture was a dead rubber.

Paceman Tim Southee, overlooked
in New Zealand's past six ODIs, took
six for 65 to guarantee himself almost
certainly a berth at the tournament.

Henry Nicholls looks to have
secured an opening batting slot with

a sparkling 64, but out-of-form rival
Colin Munro was dismissed for eight.

Ross Taylor became New
Zealand's highest-scoring one-day
international batsman as his 69 off 81
balls took him past 8,000 runs in th 50-
over format.

His 47th ODI half-century saw
Taylor reach 8,026 runs, overtaking
Stephen Fleming's previous record of
8,007.

The 34-year-old, who made his
ODI debut in 2006, reached his mile-
stone in 203 innings with a superb
average of 48.34.

Tom Latham pressed his claim for
a World Cup spot with a solid 59 while
Colin de Grandhomme and Jimmy
Neesham both scored 37 as they seek
all-rounder berths.

Bangladesh made a horror start to
the run chase when Tim Southee
claimed a trio of top-order wickets in
his opening two overs to leave the vis-
itors reeling on two for three.

However resistance came in the
form of Rahman and Mohammad
Saifuddin, who made 44 in a 101-run
partnership that added respectability
to the scoreboard.
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Roger Federer's comeback on clay
will feature a return to the Madrid

Open for the first time since 2015, it
was confirmed on Wednesday.

For the last two years, the 37-year-
old has chosen to skip the clay-court
season completely to preserve energy
for tournaments on his preferred sur-
faces of grass and hard.

But Federer indicated in January
that he would play at the French
Open this year while the Madrid
Open has announced he will be among
those competing at the Caja Magica
too.

"Federer is one of the best players
in history, it's no secret," said Feliciano
Lopez, the Madrid Open's tournament
director.

"We are happy because his return
to Madrid is a gift for the tournament
but above all for the fans, because they
will be able to see a player that is
unique and unparallelled."

Federer has won the Madrid Open
three times, in 2006, 2009 and 2012,
but his last appearance was in 2015,
when he lost his opening match to Nick
Kyrgios.

The 20-time Grand Slam champi-
on was beaten in the fourth round at
the Australian Open in January, one
year after he had claimed his last major
title there.

Clay has been Federer's least
favourite surface. He has won the
French Open only once and not gone
past the quarter-finals in Paris since
2012.

"I am in a moment where I want
to have fun," Federer said, when asked
last month about returning to Roland
Garros. "It's a personal desire. I feel like
I don't need to take a big break again."

���� 7C�%��:3T+.�%;�

Sri Lankan captain Dimuth
Karunaratne on Wednesday

said that he wanted his players to
continue playing with a smile on
their faces as they seek to become
the first Asian team to win a Test
series in South Africa.

Sri Lanka go into the second
Test at St George's Park on
Thursday with an unbeatable 1-0
lead in the two-match series after
their sensational, Kusal Perera-
inspired one-wicket win in the
first Test in Durban.

"We came here to win match-
es," said Karunaratne, who was
handed the captaincy after Dinesh
Chandimal was axed after losing
a series in Australia last month.

"I just want to make sure the
boys give their maximum each
day." Karunaratne said enjoy-
ment was a key factor.

"We have to keep our heads
clear and play positively," he said.

"We want to enjoy ourselves.
You will see with our boys when
they are playing they are smiling

and cheering each
other. If you are enjoy-
ing yourself you will
play well."

The Sri Lankan captain said
conditions in Durban and those
expected in Port Elizabeth were
"much easier" than those in
Australia, where they played on
fast, bouncy pitches.

Although Sri Lanka were
beaten by 206 runs on their pre-

vious appearance in
Port Elizabeth two
seasons ago,
Karunaratne said

they had played well enough to go
into Thursday's match with con-
fidence.

South African captain Faf du
Plessis said his players were "high-
ly motivated" to square the series.

"We were in control for most
of the (first) Test, then something

brilliant took it away from us," he
said of Perera's match-winning
innings.

"The disappointing thing with
a short series is that you only play
two matches so for us it is mak-
ing sure we square up the series."

The pitch had a good cover-
ing of grass but Du Plessis said he
expected a "normal" St George's
Park pitch.

"It looks pretty similar to
what we played on against
Australia and Sri Lanka in our last
two Test matches. Hopefully there
will be some assistance for our
seamers. We are not expecting a
lot of pace and bounce so we're
just hoping there will be decent
carry."

Du Plessis admitted that Sri
Lanka's inexperienced bowlers,
notably Vishwa Fernando and
Lasith Embuldeniya, had brought
"an element of the unknown and
a surprise factor" to the touring
team's attack.

"There has already been a bit
of chat to make sure we play the
new guys better," he said.
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Indian women's team was dealt a big blow after
vice-captain and premier batswoman

Harmanpreet Kaur was ruled out of the upcom-
ing limited overs series against England with an
ankle injury.

India will play three ODIs in Mumbai start-
ing February 22, followed by three T20
Internationals in Guwahati from March 4.

Rookie Harleen Deol, who played two warm-
up games against English women, got her maid-
en berth in the squad.

The ODIs are a part of ICC Women's
Championship and points will be carried forward.

It has been learnt that Harmanpreet had sus-
tained an ankle injury during a training session
in Patiala and has a grade 2
tear.

She will now under-
go rehabilitation pro-
gramme at the NCA in
Bengaluru where the
extent of the injury
will be ascertained.

If  Harmanpreet
fails to get fit on
time for the
T20Is,  then
opener Smriti
Mandhana will
be leading the
side.
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World number two Simona
Halep and world number

four Petra Kvitova booked their
places in the quarterfinals of the
Dubai Duty Free Tennis
Championships with contrast-
ing wins on Wednesday, but
fifth seeded German Angelique
Kerber lost her third round
match.

Halep, who beat 2014
Wimbledon runner-up Eugenie
Bouchard of Canada 7-6, 6-4 on
Tuesday, registered another
straight set win on Centre
Court.

The reigning French Open
champion beat Ukrainian Lesia
Tsurenko 6-3, 7-5.

Tsurenko was serving for
the second set at 5-4, but the Romanian
broke back and went on to win the next
two games, finishing the match in style.

Kvitova, on the other hand, beat
American qualifier Jennifer Brady 7-5,
1-6, 6-3 in the first match of the day on
the Centre Court.

It wasn't the perfect match for the 28-
year-old Czech player who once again strug-
gled with her serve, making 10 double faults.

"Definitely it's a relief right
now," Kvitova, said after her match
on Wednesday. Kvitova also won
a three-setter in the second round
against compatriot Katerina
Siniakova on Tuesday.

"I tried to be quicker today
than yesterday. I did little bit bet-
ter, but still was pretty tough. The
wind was just terrible today, to be
honest. It was really difficult to kind
of find a way with it. I couldn't real-
ly serve well today at all."

Taiwan's Su-Wei Hsieh
stunned three-time Grand Slam
champion Kerber 5-7, 6-4, 6-0 in
their third round match on Court
One.

It was the 33-year-old Hsieh's
first win over Kerber in three
attempts.

Halep, Kvitova and Hsieh were
joined in the Dubai quarterfinals by
Viktoria Kuzmova.

The Slovakian also needed three
sets to beat Sofia Kenin of the US 1-6,
7-5, 6-2 on Court One. 

Meanwhile, Frenchwoman Kristina
Mladenovic, who stunned world number one
Naomi Osaka in the second round on
Tuesday, lost her third round match to
Spaniard Carla Suarez Navarro (5-7, 5-7).
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Liverpool's undermanned
defence held out for a pre-

cious clean sheet but Bayern
Munich will also be confident
of progress to the Champions
League quarter-finals after a 0-
0 draw in the first leg of their
last 16 tie at Anfield. Sadio
Mane wasted the best chance
for the hosts on Tuesday,
when the Senegalese forward
fired wide during an open first
45 minutes, but a cagey sec-
ond half left it all to be decid-
ed when the sides meet again
in Munich on March 13.

Without the talismanic
presence of Virgil van Dijk
through suspension and the
injured Joe Gomez and Dejan
Lovren, Liverpool were forced
to name a make-shift central
defence with Brazilian mid-
fielder Fabinho moved back to

partner Joel Matip.
That unfamiliarity

showed in the early stages
as the hosts started nervous-

ly at the back.
Matip breathed a

sigh of relief when he
turned Serge Gnabry's

driven cross towards his own
goal only for the ball to
bounce to safety off Alisson
Becker's chest.

However, the Brazilian
goalkeeper played his side
into trouble moments later to
put pressure on Matip and
when he was dispossessed by
Robert Lewandowski,
Kingsley Coman fired into the
side-netting.

Liverpool were also pos-
ing plenty of problems at the
other end when they got
Mohamed Salah, Roberto
Firmino and Mane into dan-

gerous areas.
Salah headed wide at the

back post from Trent
Alexander-Arnold's perfectly
measured cross.

Mane then passed up the
best chance for either side as
he shot wide on the turn after
Naby Keita's initial effort was
blocked by the arm of Niklas
Suele.

Matip could not force
home Firmino's unselfish
cross with the chance to open
the scoring at the right end
and Mane sent a spectacular
overhead kick effort high and
wide as the Premier League
side ended the half on top.

Bayern may not have hit
the heights of previous years
in the Bundesliga this season
as they trail Borussia
Dortmund by three points in
their quest to land a seventh

straight league title.
However, the German

champions have made the
last eight of the Champions
League for each of the past
seven seasons and had the
experience to hold out for
what they clearly saw as a
valuable draw as they wound
the clock down in the final
stages.

Liverpool had 10 days off
to prepare for Bayern's visit
due to their early exit in the FA
Cup and looked the fresher
side as they pressed for a win-
ner.

Matip wasted another
good chance by firing well off
target from the edge of the
area before Manuel Neuer
produced his best save of the
night to turn Mane's header
behind five minutes from
time.

Jurgen Klopp's men have
lost all of their last five
Champions League games
away from Anfield, including
last season's final.

The return of Van Dijk
will aid their chances, but that
rot will need to stop in Munich
in three weeks' time if they are
to reach the last eight.
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Former Pakistan captain Salman Butt hopes an
unexpected call to play in the domestic Twenty20

league will help him regain his place on the nation-
al team, he said on Wednesday, years after he was
banned for spot-fixing.

The 34-year-old said he is delighted to join the
Lahore Qalandars in the ongoing Pakistan Super
League (PSL) as a replacement for Mohammad
Hafeez, who was ruled out after fracturing his thumb.

"After a long time I received one of the best mes-
sages of my life when Lahore called me to play in the
PSL, and I am very happy to get this opportunity,"
he said.

The PSL's popularity has surged since it was first
held in 2016. The bulk of the tournament is played
in the United Arab Emirates, but with security
improving in Pakistan the final eight matches —
including the March 17 final — will be held at home,
in Karachi and Lahore.

The league's growing profile means it is the first
big chance for the left-handed batsman to rehabili-
tate himself since his
high-profile ban for a
spot-fixing scandal
which erupted on
Pakistan's 2010 tour
of England.

Butt, captain of
Pakistan's Test team at
the time, was charged
for orchestrating delib-
erate no-balls from his
pace bowlers
Mohammad Amir and
Mohammad Asif dur-
ing the Lord's Test in
return for money.

He was banned for five years in total, as were Asif
and Amir.

Though they completed their bans in September
2015, only Amir was able to regain his place in the
Pakistan team.

"It's been a long time and I have been doing all
my training and playing domestic cricket and try-
ing my best to play for Pakistan," said Butt.

Since his return to domestic cricket in Pakistan,
he has been a prolific run scorer, finishing with 536
runs in the National One-Day Cup in early 2016 —
his first tournament since being cleared to play.

He scored 741 runs in the premier first-class tour-
nament — the Quaid-e-Azam trophy — with twin
hundreds in the final to help his team to the title in
December 2016, and continued his strong form in
the same tournament last year.

Butt said he hopes he has done his penance.
"It's been a long and hard path, but thankfully

this is the first step and if I can carry on doing well
things will work out, Inshallah," he said.

Before his ban Butt had played 33 Tests, 78 one-
day internationals and 24 Twenty20 matches for
Pakistan.

He led Pakistan to a rare series draw against
Australia in 2010, over two Tests played in England.
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The Badminton Association
of India (BAI) on

Wednesday named a 20-mem-
ber junior Indian squad for the
upcoming Dutch International
and German Junior.

Manipur's Maisnam
Meiraba Luwang will be lead-
ing the boys' singles challenge
by virtue of the 1192 points
that he amassed following his
title wins at the All-India
Junior Ranking Badminton
Tournaments in Vijayawada
and Bangalore.

The girls' team will be
spearheaded by the 2017 U-15
Asian Junior Championships
Gold medallist Samiya Imad
Farooqui who logged in 1125
points in the ranking tourna-
ments.

BAI considered the cumu-
lative ranking points from the
three All India Junior Ranking
tournaments held in
Vijayawada, Bangalore and
Jaipur in the month of January.

While Meiraba topped the
chart in the boys' singles sec-
tion, the others joining him
are Andhra Pradesh's Sai
Charan Koya, Priyanshu
Rajawat of Dhar in Madhya

Pradesh and Sathish Kumar
from Coimbatore.

In girls' singles, Farooqui
is joined by Gayatri
Gopichand, Nashik girl Smit
Toshniwal and Amolika Singh
hailing from Uttar Pradesh.

The winner of each leg
gets 500 while the runner-up
bags 425. The rest of the
points bifurcation are semi-
finals (350), quarter-finals
(275) and pre-quarter-finals
(192).

Ishaan Bhatnagar and
Edwin Joy will be leading
India's challenge in the boys'
doubles section, Treesa  Jolly
and Varshini VS will be the
ones to watch in girls' doubles,
while Navaneeth Bokka and
Sahithi Bandi, who swept the
three ranking events, will be
India's top team in mixed
doubles.

The prestigious Dutch
Junior International and the
German Junior will be held
from February 27 to March 3
and March 7-10 respectively.

Last year, India won the
boys' doubles Silver medal at
the Dutch Junior when the tal-
ented duo of Krishna Prasad
Garaga and Dhruv Kapila fin-
ished as the runners-up.
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Maurizio Sarri insists he
expects to avoid being
sacked as Chelsea man-

ager if his troubled side can put
together a sustained winning
run.

Reports on Wednesday
claimed Sarri will be axed if
Chelsea is beaten in any of their
next three matches after losing
the backing of the club's hierar-
chy.

Chelsea owner Roman
Abramovich is not renowned for
his patience and Monday's FA
Cup fifth round defeat against
Manchester United increased
speculation that Sarri is on the
brink of being dismissed.

Sarri faces a crucial seven
days as Chelsea take a slender 2-
1 advantage into Thursday's
Europa League last 32 second-
leg against Malmo before facing
Manchester City in the League
Cup final at Wembley on
Sunday.

Those games are followed
by a crucial London derby
against Tottenham in the
Premier League next
Wednesday, a match Chelsea
can't afford to lose as they
sit outside the top four.

Acknowledging his
perilous position can
only be improved by a
rapid reversal of for-
tunes, Sarri told
reporters: "We
need to win three,
four matches in a
row. It's the only solution.

"I can understand very
well the frustration of our
fans. Because they are used to
winning. Now we are in trou-
ble, so I can understand very
well.

"There isn't another way. We
can only have good perfor-
mances and results."

With Chelsea in the midst
of a bad run, Sarri is fighting to
save his job less than a season
after arriving from Napoli.

The United loss followed
hot on the heels of a humiliat-

ing 6-0 thrashing at Manchester
City, which ranked as Chelsea's
heaviest defeat for 28 years, and
an equally miserable 4-0 defeat

at Bournemouth.
Angry Blues fans have

taunted Sarri with chants
demanding the 60-year-old's
sacking and calling for for-
mer Chelsea star Frank
Lampard, now in charge of
second tier Derby, to be
hired as his replacement.
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But, insisting he still has a

future at Stamford Bridge,
Sarri says he has not spoken

to Abramovich or influential
director Marina Granovskaia
this week.

"I have to think that I will be
the manager of Chelsea for a
long time, otherwise I cannot
work," Sarri said.

"I am not sure (if I will be
here for a long time), but I have
to think this. I have to work and

I want to work with a long-range
target.

"Of course in this moment
it's very difficult to think we're
able to win three, four matches
in a row. As you know very well
in football everything can
change in one day."

One of the main criticisms
of Sarri has been his stubborn
refusal to change his tactics
despite clear evidence that the
formula that worked with Napoli
is failing at Chelsea.

Sarri has held several
lengthy inquests with his play-
ers after Chelsea's worst results
and conducted another after the
United defeat.

But reports claim many of
his players have lost faith with
his football philosophy, especial-
ly his decision to use his former
Napoli midfielder Jorginho in
the holding role instead of
N'Golo Kante, who had thrived
in that position in the past.

Sarri's hopes of getting

Chelsea back to the form that
saw them start the season with
an 18-match unbeaten run are
being hampered by the team's
hectic schedule.

"We're trying to solve our
problems. It's not very easy
because we have no time," he
said.

"We're trying to talk with
the players, trying to avoid
some mistakes by video. It's not
easy, because we have to play
every three days, so on the pitch
we have no time."

The Italian still refuses to
compromise on his 4-3-3 sys-
tem and possession-based
'Sarri-ball' style, which was
ridiculed by supporters on
Monday.

"The system is a false prob-
lem. I know very well that
when we lose I have to put a
striker on the pitch. When we
win I have to put a defender on
the pitch. But I want to see foot-
ball in another way," he said.
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Left to deal with fitness
issues for most part of

last season, India's doubles
specialist Pranaav Jerry
Chopra is aiming to return
to his best form ahead of
the Olympic qualification
events.

The 26-year-old had
to endure a tough phase last
season as he spent most of
his time nursing a recurring
shoulder injury before a
bout of dengue completely
derailed his plans.

The Punjab-born shut-
tler received a huge boost
when he, along with Chirag
Shetty, clinched the men's
doubles title at the Senior
National Championship in
Guwahati last week.

"The senior title meant
a lot after going through a
lot, both mentally and
physically," Pranaav, who
forms India's best mixed
doubles pair with N Sikki
Reddy, said.

"My focus is to regain
full fitness before the
Olympic qualification starts
by April end," added the
Indian, who was part of the
Gold-winning mixed team
at the Gold Coast

Commonwealth Games.
Pranaav suffered a

shoulder injury in May last
and though he recovered to
play a few tournaments, it
relapsed in September but
he couldn't skip tourna-
ments as he had already
sent the entries.

"I had a shoulder issue
in May, which needed two
weeks of rest but in
September it happened
again during the
Hyderabad Open. This

time it had affected the
bone but I had to play
through pain as we had
already sent the entries for
Japan and China," he said.

"My doctor said it will
take one month of rest and
after that I can do my
physiotherapy but in the
last week of my recovery I
was down with dengue and
I was hospitalised in
Ludiana for a week and
after coming back, it took
three months to start train-

ing.
"I had pain in joints

and other muscles, spe-
cially lower body but I
played two tournaments
in January as I wanted to
continue playing. Now I am
feeling much better."

"I started training in
November because I had to
play Syed Modi as again we
had sent the entry and the
fines are huge, so I played
but I was not in great shape.
From February I started full

training," said Pranaav, who
along with Sikki, are ranked
world No 32 now.

Pranaav is now looking
for a good performance
during the Tokyo Olympic
qualification period which
starts April 29.

The Badminton World
Federation (BWF) rank-
ings list which will be pub-
lished on April 30 next
year will be used to allocate
spots.

"We will be playing All
England, Swiss and India
Open. I am not looking at
the results. We had a drop
in ranking as we couldn't
play 4-5 events. So I would
like to regain my fitness and
get our ranking up there as
we want to qualify for
Olympics," he said.

"My focus was to keep
playing before the qualifi-
cation starts by April end,
and regain full fitness by
then. So that we can go full
on when the qualification
starts."

Pranaav had won the
men's national doubles
crown along with Akshay
Dewalkar in 2013 and 2015
and the mixed doubles title
with Prajakta Sawant in
2010. 
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It hurt a little bit more because
I belong to the armed forces,"

said Indian boxer Amit
Panghal as he dedicated his
Gold medal at the prestigious
Strandja Memorial
Tournament to the CRPF per-
sonnel who lost their lives in
the Pulwama terror attack.

The Asian Games Gold-
medallist claimed a second
consecutive top finish at one of
Europe's oldest boxing compe-
titions when he out-punched
Kazakhstan's Temirtas
Zhussupov in the summit clash
in Sofia, Bulgaria on Tuesday
night. He was India's lone male
boxer to grab a medal at the
just-concluded edition.

The 23-year-old Naib
Subedar in the Indian Army on
Wednesday said the Pulwama
attack, which claimed the lives
of 40 CRPF personnel, was on
his mind through the tourna-
ment. The deadly strike took
place the day the Indian box-
ing team left for Sofia last
week.

"Main khud army se hun,
dard isliye thoda zyada tha (It
hurt a little bit more because I
belong to the armed forces). I
was desperate for a medal
because I wanted to dedicate it
to the heroes who lost their
lives in Pulwama," Panghal
said over phone.

"This was my mindset the
moment I got to know of the
attack after landing here."

India finished with seven
medals — three Gold, a Silver
and three Bronze medals — in
Sofia. Among the women
Gold-winners, Nikhat Zareen
(51kg) had also dedicated her
medal to the slain CRPF men.

"I was in touch with my
family members during the
tournament and they also told
me that I had to win a medal
in honour of the Pulwama
martyrs. I was doubly motivat-
ed by this thought," Panghal
said.

The motivation did come
in handy as Panghal battled
weighty matters in the run-up
to the main draw.

"Weight nahi aa raha tha
yahaan thand ke kaaran (It was
difficult to get the right weight
because of the cold here). So, I
went to bed hungry for a cou-

ple of days, trained the next
morning to ensure that I was
ready at the time of weigh-in
on the day of draws," Panghal
said.

"It was tough but worth
every bit of the trouble because
in the end, I could accomplish
what I wanted," he added refer-
ring to the sub-zero tempera-
tures in Sofia which made it
difficult to shed weight.

Panghal's campaign looked
effortless but the boxer from
Rohtak said the competition he
faced this time was certainly a
notch higher than what he
came across in the 2018 edi-
tion.

"...Russia, Kazakhstan and
Ukraine fielded their strongest
line-ups. This was not the case
last time. The guy I fought in
the final was the Bronze-medal-
list from the Asian Games last
year and had won in India dur-
ing a World Series of Boxing
bout," he said.

"I had not fought with him
earlier as he was not in my half
during the Asian Games but I
knew I could do it," he added.

Speaking of weight and
competition, Panghal revealed
that Strandja was his last com-

petition in the 49kg division.
"I have no choice but to

jump to 52kg because 49kg is
not there in the Olympic pro-
gram for Tokyo 2020 and I can't
afford to skip that," he said.

"This was my last competi-
tion in 49kg and I will be com-
peting in the 52kg category if I
am selected for the Asian
Championships. It is going to
be very tough for me because
49kg is a weight class that I am
comfortable in," he explained.

Asked about the specific
challenges that the transition
would bring with it, Panghal
said, "I am going to need a lot
more power and it is not going
to be easy but I am confident of
making it happen."

The Asian Championships
are scheduled to be held in
April 19 to 27 in Bangkok,
Thailand. In a first, the compe-
tition for both men and women
will be held simultaneously.

"Amit will start his 52kg
stint with a tournament in
Germany which is round-robin
so there is no pressure of a
medal. We will see how it goes
for him there and figure out,"
said national chief coach C A
Kuttappa. 
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Aiming at an Olympic quota,
Manu Bhaker says she is

"putting in a lot extra" as she
juggles between shooting and
studies ahead of the World
World Cup, which precedes her
Class 12 Board exams.

The 17-year-old Bhaker,
owner of multiple ISSF World
Cup, Commonwealth and
Youth Olympic Gold medals,
has her eyes trained at a quota
for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Having turned a year older
two days ago, Bhaker will have
her chance to secure another
quota for the country in the
International Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF) World Cup,
which begins at the Dr Karni

Singh Range from Saturday.
"I am doing little extra work

as my class 12 exam is also
scheduled just after the World
Cup. Hence, I study for my
exams after practice," Bhaker
said.

The Sports Authority of
India (SAI) recently requested
the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) to reschedule
the class 12 exam dates for
Bhaker and fellow marksman
Vijayveer Sidhu in order to
avoid a clash with the upcom-
ing Asian Airgun
Championships.

With their impressive show-
ings in the World
Championships last year in
Korea, Anjum Moudgil and
Apurvi Chandela earned India

two Olympic quotas. The shoot-
ing fraternity is optimistic about
adding to that numbers over the
next few days, and Bhaker is one
of the many hopefuls.

"Hope we will get it ...
Pressure is bit more this time
around as Olympic tickets are
there."

Around 503 shooters from
58 countries will be competing
for top honours with eight of
the 10 events offering 16 quota
places for the Tokyo Games.

Having taken the junior
circuit by storm with her explo-
sive performances, Bhaker, hail-
ing from Jhajjar district in
Haryana, did an encore when
she graduated to the senior
level.

She bagged a handful of

medals, including individual
Gold, in her maiden senior
ISSF World Cup,
Commonwealth Games, before
capping it off with a historic
Gold at the Youth Olympic in
Buenos Aires last October.

In the same year, she also
had her first brush with failure
and the criticism that comes
with it. She has dealt with them
and is now looking forward
with optimism, having given
her best in practice.

"I am doing well in my
practice and hope everything
will be good. Second year is a
number only," she said when
asked how she looks to sustain
the momentum, adding,
"Olympic Gold is the ultimate
goal."
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