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The international terror
financing watchdog

Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) on Friday condemned
the Pulwama terror attack that
martyred 44 CRPF jawans and
decided to continue the ‘Grey’
listing of Pakistan for its failure
to stop funding of terrorist
groups such as Jaish-e-
Mohammad, Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba and Jamat-ul-Dawa. 

The Paris headquartered
FATF observed that Pakistan is
not properly understanding
the risks of terror financing and
there are many deficiencies in
maintaining proper actions to
curb terror financing. 

In a statement, the FATF
said Pakistan should continue
to work on implementing its
action plan to address its strate-
gic deficiencies, including by
adequately demonstrating its
proper understanding of the
terror financing risks posed by
the terrorist groups and con-
ducting supervision on a risk-
sensitive basis.

“The FATF notes with
grave concern and condemns
the terrorist attack last week
that killed at least 44 Indian
security forces in Pulwama,” it
said after the week-long FATF
plenary held in Paris.

“Pakistan has revised its
terror financing risk assess-
ment. However, it does not
demonstrate a proper under-
standing of the TF risks posed
by Da’esh (ISIS), Al-Qaida,
JuD, FIF (Falah-e-Insaniat
Foundation), LeT, JeM (Jaish-
e-Mohammad), HQN
(Haqqani Network) and per-
sons affiliated with the Taliban,”
the statement said.

Given the limited progress
on action plan items due in
January 2019, the FATF urged
Pakistan to swiftly complete its
action plan, particularly those
with timelines of May 2019.
An Indian official, who attend-
ed the FATF plenary, explained
that placement in compliance
document means putting the
country in ‘Grey’ list and it will
be reviewed again in June 2019.

In June 2018, Pakistan was

placed in the ‘Grey’ list and
given a 27-point action plan by
the FATF. This plan was
reviewed as the last Plenary in
October 2018 and for the sec-
ond time in this week-long
meeting. The decision has been
taken after several rounds of
deliberations during the ple-

nary where India submitted
new information about
Pakistan-based terrorist
groups, including Jaish-e-
Mohammad, responsible for
the Pulwama attack.

The FATF continuing
Pakistan with the ‘Grey’ listing
means downgrading of the
country by multilateral lenders
like IMF, World Bank, ADB,
EU and also a reduction in risk
rating by Moody’s, S&P and
Fitch, a security official said.
Pakistan was nominated for a
detailed review of its “serious
deficiencies” in countering ter-
ror financing in February 2018.
This nomination was support-
ed by the US, the United
Kingdom, France, Germany
and India, the official said.

At the end of this plenary,
the FATF has observed that
several deficiencies remain in
Pakistan’s legal regime in deal-
ing with terror financing.

Since June 2018, Pakistan
has made a high-level political
commitment (statement by its
Minister of Finance) to work
with and address its strategic

counter-terrorist financing-
related deficiencies.

At the start of its delibera-
tions, all FATF members
observed a minute of silence for
the 44 CRPF jawans who were
martyred. The President of
FATF expressed sincere con-
dolences to the people and the
Government of India. The
FATF currently has 35 mem-
bers and two regional organi-
sations — European
Commission and Gulf
Cooperation Council.

The FATF also said
Pakistan should continue to
work on implementing its
action plan to address its strate-
gic deficiencies, including by
adequately demonstrating its
proper understanding of the
terror financing risks posed by
the terrorist groups and con-
ducting supervision on a risk-
sensitive basis, demonstrating

that remedial actions and sanc-
tions are applied in cases of
Anti-Money Laundering
(AML) and Combating
Financing of Terrorism (CFT)
violations and that these
actions have an effect on
AML/CFT compliance by
financial institutions.

Pakistan should demon-
strate that competent authori-
ties are cooperating and taking
action to identify and take
enforcement action against ille-
gal money or value transfer ser-
vices (MVTS), demonstrating
that authorities are identifying
cash couriers and enforcing
controls on illicit movement of
currency and understanding
the risk of cash couriers being
used for TF, improving inter-
agency coordination including
between provincial and feder-
al authorities on combating TF
risks besides others.
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The UN Security Council
(UNSC) statement on

Pulwama attack was delayed
nearly by one week due to
China’s opposition. The con-
demnation by the UN’s most
powerful 15-nation body
named the Pakistan-based ter-
ror group Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM).

A day after it emerged that
China, an all weather ally of
Pakistan, did not want a refer-
ence to JeM in the UNSC
statement which strongly con-
demned the Pulwama terror
attack, Beijing has tried to
downplay the resolution and
said the mention of the
Pakistan-based terror group
does not represent a judgement
and was only in “general terms.”

The UN condemnation
came a day after Pakistan’s
Permanent Representative to
the UN Maleeha Lodhi met top
UN leaders, including with
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres to brief them about
the escalating tensions in the
region in the wake of the
Pulwama attack but her efforts
did not bear any fruit.

Even after UNSC con-

demned the Pulwama strike as
“terrorism” China continued to
oppose any mention of terror-
ism in the statement, said a per-
son familiar with the diplo-
matic parleys on the issue at the
UN headquarters. 

China, a permanent mem-
ber of the UN Security Council,
has over the years used its veto
power to scuttle a move by
India at the UN to put Jaish-e-
Mohammed founder Masood
Azhar on a global terror list.

The UNSC comprising 15
permanent and non-perma-
nent members, including
China on Thursday con-
demned in the “strongest
terms” the “heinous and cow-
ardly” terror attack perpetrat-
ed by Pakistan-based terror
group Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM), in a show of solidarity
and support to India. 
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Removal of Pakistan from
the Most Favoured Nation

(MFN) status is not a knee-jerk
reaction post-Pulwama terror
attack but a well-calibrated
and calculated tactical decision
aimed at squeezing Pakistan
not only economically but also
to increase its dependence on
third country ports for import
of consumer items like fruits,
vegetables and wheat flour
besides medicines and raw
materials for the textile indus-
try among others which in
turn will lead to cost escalation
in the Pakistani market.

Dependence on ports of
other countries will lead to cost
escalation of consumer items
especially daily consumer
goods like vegetables and
grains leading to scarcity and
subsequently unrest. Before,
the removal of Pakistan from
the MFN status, the goods
were sent from India via land
ports and transport cost was
negligible with a nominal tax
by Islamabad on imports from
India, making such products
cheaper for the Pakistanis. 

Due to MFN, Pakistani
exports to India were duty free
but now India has slapped a
duty of 200 per cent, dissuad-
ing the importers here from
picking up the goods. This
will also adversely hit the
Pakistani exporters negatively

as they will be deprived of a
sizeable consumer base here.

While India had unilater-
ally extended the MFN status
treating Pakistan as a SAARC
member, Islamabad had not
reciprocated. 

Assessments here suggest,
the imports will be limited to
the supplies for the companies
owned by Pakistan army amid
soaring prices and the general
people will be bound to suffer
due to unavailability of daily
need consumables. 

When unrest will increase
on the issue of scarcity of the
consumer items, the Pakistan-
based insurgent groups and the
miffed locals may start hitting
the logistics chain for such
imports, sources here said. 

As much as 85 per cent of
the medicine market in
Pakistan was dependent on
Indian exports and the textile
industry was dependent cent
per cent on raw material

imports from India. After the
removal from the MFN list,
goods will be exported to Iran
and then re-exported to
Pakistan and in the process the
items will be costlier. 

Counter-terrorism expert
Dr Rituraj Mate said, “UAE
ports may not be viable due to
high tariff for sending con-
signments to Gwadar port.
The tariffs at ports of UAE are
higher as they have been in
existence for significant period.
This will lead to dependence of
Pakistan on the Chabahar port
of Iran which being new has a
lower tariff base. Same is the
case for Gwadar.”

With a sizeable investment
in development of Chabahar
port, India will gain by getting
tariffs on the goods exported to
Pakistan. Once this trade
course takes shape, the
Chinese, who own the Gwadar
port will also ultimately bene-
fit by handling such cargo

from the Iranian port.
With an increasing cargo

receipts by the Gwadar port,
the Baloch groups may also
demand royalty on such
imports for exploiting the port
infrastructure. In such a situ-
ation, Al Qaeda affiliates JeM
and LeT will also start target-
ing the logistics chain as their
funding will be hit amid a neg-
ative economic environment. 

Increased trade via
Chabahar-Gwadar ports will
create a win-win situation for
both India and China to the
detriment of Pakistan, sources
said.

In the backdrop of eco-
nomic measures against terror
sponsor Pakistan, Indian con-
sumers have turned dead
against Pakistan. If this mind-
set, especially in the aftermath
of Pulwana suicide on February
14, continues, the 
sentiment will subsequently
turn against all such countries
that support Pakistan finan-
cially or carry on business
relations with it. 

Given the continuous
backing both in terms of fund-
ing and military hardware by
US to Pakistan besides inaction
against even sanctioned ter-
rorists like LeT chief Hafiz
Sayeed and his deputy Abdul
Rahman Makki and others,
the anti-US sentiment is also
likely hit American companies
as well.
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Apna Dal (Sonelal), a key
BJP ally in Uttar Pradesh,

has convened a meeting of its
leaders on February 28 to take
a final call on continuing
alliance with the BJP for the
coming Lok Sabha polls.

Party founder and Union
Minister of State for Health
Anupriya Patel, along with her
husband and MLC Ashish
Patel, met Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and her colleague
Jyotriditya Scindia in New
Delhi on Thursday and had a
long talk to explore the possi-
bility of a pre-poll tie-up. 

The NDA ally had con-
tested and won two seats in the
2014 Lok Sabha elections in UP.
It has a support base in the
OBC Kurmi community in

districts around Allahabad,
Mirzapur, Sonebhadra and
Varanasi. The Apna Dal also
contested the 2017 Assembly
polls and won nine seats.

“Some differences cropped
up and we gave them time to
answer our questions till
February 20. But they did not
have any answers. So it appears
that the BJP is not interested in
listening to or replying to our
complaints,” Anupriya said in
Bareilly on Thursday. 

“Now Apna Dal is inde-
pendent to take its own deci-
sion. We have called a party
meeting and we will do what is
decided. Whatever will be
decided in the meeting, you
will be informed,” she said, clar-
ifying that there was no conflict
with the BJP over seat-sharing.

In an effort to keep the
flock together, BJP chief Amit
Shah reached out to another
NDA ally from UP, Om
Prakash Rajbhar. Rajbhar’s
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party
has influence in eastern UP dis-
tricts bordering Bihar. 

The smaller NDA allies
have upped the ante after the
BJP in the last two months con-
ceded a considerable space to
its partners in Bihar and
Maharashtra for stitching a
larger coalition for the gener-
al elections. The party has
agreed to contest only 17 seats
in Bihar, five less than it won
in 2014, in order to bring
Nitish Kumar’s Janata Dal
(United) on board. 
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
(L-G) Anil Baijal on

Friday announced the achieve-
ments of the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Government in Delhi
and said its actions have added
impetus to the development
process in the national Capital.
In 2018-19, the Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) is
estimated to be �7,79,652
crore, registering a growth of
12.98 per cent, he said. 

Delivering his speech at the
beginning of Delhi Assembly’
s Budget session, the LG said
the per capita income of Delhi
in 2018-19 is estimated at
�3,65,529 as compared to
�3,28,985 in 2017-18, indicat-
ing a growth of 11.11 per cent.

“While the economy of the

State has flourished, it is imper-
ative that all sections of the pop-
ulation become beneficiary of
this growth. The growth has to
be inclusive to uplift the con-
ditions of the weaker sections
of the population,” Baijal said.
He said for the welfare of the
senior citizens, the Government
has also launched the
‘Mukhyamantri Tirth Yatra
Yojana’ on December 5 last year.
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Conservationists are thrilled
at the discovery of a species

of giant tortoise — believed to
have been extinct for more than
100 years — from the remote
volcanic island of Galapagos in
Ecuador. 

In celebration of this his-
toric discovery, the Turtle
Conservancy and the Global
Wildlife Conservation are
pledging a $1,00,000 to further
conservation efforts of the
Fernandina Giant Tortoise.

Fernandina Giant Tortoise last
sighted in 1906. The rediscov-
ery has raised hopes to breed-
ing the species which is listed
by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) as “critically endan-
gered and possibly extinct.” 

Forrest Galante, biologist
and host of Animal Planet’s
“Extinct or Alive”, who had
stumbled upon the adult female
tortoise, said it to be around
100 years old. 

Galante’s team, including
Galapagos national park ranger,
Jeffery Malaga and the director
of the Galapagos Conservancy,
Washington Tapia, crossed a
three-mile stretch of hardened
lava flow to arrive at an area
identified the previous day as
potential habitat that could
support a population of
Fernandina tortoise, according

to a statement here by Animal
Planet’s, an American cable
channel owned by Discovery
Inc and devoted to series and
documentaries about wild ani-
mals and domestic pets. 

Having positively identified
tortoise scat in the field, the
team led by Galante success-
fully located an active bedding
site before finding the animal
nearby. The tortoise was found
sheltering from the equatorial
sun, buried deep under a pile
of brush. 

A team of international
turtle biologists at the Turtle
Conservancy studied photos
and video of the tortoise and
confirmed it is likely to be
Chelonoidis phantasticus. 

“Since only one other spec-
imen of this species has ever
been found (a deceased male
collected in 1906), we have

never seen a female of the
species,” said Anders Rhodin of
the Turtle Conservancy and
IUCN specialist group. 

The female tortoise is in
good health but underweight,
unsurprising considering the
sparse vegetation in the area
she lived in on the volcano. She
has been taken to the Fausto
Llerena Tortoise Breeding
Center, a national park facility
in Isla Santa Cruz.  

“This facility will ensure
her ongoing survival, a healthy
diet and perhaps, if sperm
retention has occurred, fertile
eggs and offspring. The hope is
that her discovery will prompt
new searches and ongoing
funding for the location of a
suitable mate with the ultimate
goal of re-releasing many
healthy animals back onto the
island. 
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Chhattisgarh Government
in a bid to provide relief to

people who lost their hard-
earned money to the PACL
chit fund company, has direct-
ed officials to assist the victims.

The officials have been

asked to help victims file
online forms provided by the
Justice Lodha Committee. The
committee is formed at the
behest of the Supreme Court
for selling properties of the
PACL Ltd and using the sale
proceeds to refund the
investors, who have invested

their money in the chit fund
company.

According to official infor-
mation, Chief Secretary Sunil
Kujur has written a letter to all
district collectors and com-
missioners directing them to
assist the investors in recover-
ing their money.

Meanwhile, director insti-
tutional finance informed that
as per the directives of the
chief secretary in all the 146
Janpad Panchayats across
state, free online application
services for the investors of
PACL limited will begin from
March 1, 2019. The last date

of application is April 30,
2019.

The documents required
for application includes-
PACL certificate or receipt,
PACL registration number,
PAN Card, Cancelled Cheque
or attested letter, photo,
mobile number, bank details

of investment that includes
IFSC Code, bank name, bank
account number, type 
of account and bank verifica-
tion letter.  

Justice (Retd.) R.M. Lodha
Committee is constituted by
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (“SEBI”) fol-

lowing the orders of the apex
court.

It may be mentioned that
money recovery from chit
fund companies was another
major poll promises made by
the ruling Congress during the
2018 assembly election 
campaign. 

#�'����������������� �
��'��������
�����'���
$���
��

*�*����+*�,!��(*-��..!(!� -�*�
�--!-*�+!(*!/-�!#�.!  !#$��# !#�

.��/��.��'-*!(����,��
��//!**���.��/�,��*�*��

0���-*��.�*���
��.���-�  !#$
*���1��1��*!�-��.�������*,

�#,�'-!#$�*���-� ��1��(��,-
*����.'#,�*���!#+�-*��-

�������	
������ ����������������	
�����������"�����
# RNI Regn. No. CHHENG/2012/42718,  Postal Reg. No. - RYP DN/34/2013-2015

�������	
������
�������������� ������

����������� �������������
��������������������

�-*�0 !-��,�2345

������6�
�	����7�&������7�"86�"92:;�����
�2"��8

���������
 !�����"#$�
$�"�%�&��
'("��&���

$�%&%$&�'
(5+���(7%!)�
5���%:76*)�:�

($ )��*
(%+!���.:!�(5��1A7�
567 56 567�!77(�

$�
� �� <3 �--'� B=
C1��)�������7<
�����1������"��

   !
"��#$��%		!&��

+$&,-��.
81)(7�(5�856*7%��1%.
:6�*79�:�5�76)��5%�199



�������'���(����) '��������) *+,�*-./ ���������

���
�� �+81�1(:

At least 25 persons, includ-
ing 15 women, have died

and over 40 others have taken
ill after consuming spurious
liquor at a tea garden in
Assam’s Golaghat district, the
police said on Friday.

The incident took place on
Thursday night at the Salmora
tea estate in Golaghat, 300 km
from here.

“The death toll so far is 25,
which includes 15 women and
10 men. While 18 people died
at the Golaghat Civil Hospital,
the rest breathed their last at
the Jorhat Medical College and
Hospital,” said Rathin Bordoloi,
Joint Director of Health,
Golaghat district.

He said the people were
brought to the hospitals with
complaints of severe vomiting
and chest pain. “We tried our
best, but it was too late,” he said.

“A total of 55 people have
been referred to the Jorhat
Medical College and Hospital
for treatment. Seven of them
have died while 48 others were
still undergoing treatment,”
said the doctors at the Jorhat
hospital. 

The locals said several peo-

ple consumed liquor in the tea
estate on Thursday night after
procuring the stock from a par-
ticular seller.

Several of them took ill
immediately and many were
not even taken to the hospital.

They also complained
about a nexus between the
police and the illegal liquor sell-
ers. Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal con-
demned the incident and sent
a team to the district to take
stock of the situation.

State Excise Minister
Parimal Shuklabaidya has
ordered a probe into the mat-
ter. “The State Government has
suspended two excise officials
after holding them responsible
for the tragedy. We have also
asked a four-member team, led
by Additional Commissioner of
Excise Department Sanjib
Medhi, to probe the incident,”
said Shuklabaidya, adding that
the probe committee has been
asked to submit its report 
to the government within 
three days.

“Based on the inquiry
report, stern measures will be
taken across the state to plug
the loopholes,” Shuklabaidya
said.
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We in CRPF identify our-
selves as Indians...Caste

and religion does not exist,” the
world’s largest paramilitary
force said through its chief
spokesman’s Twitter handle on
Friday.

Peeved at a news report in
a magazine that gave the caste
break-up of the 44 personnel
killed in the Pulwama attack,
CRPF’s chief spokesman and
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) M Dhinakaran tweeted,
“We in CRPF identify ourself as
Indians. Not more, not less.
This pathetic divisiveness of
caste, colour, and religion does-

n’t exist in our blood.”
He also tagged the news

report saying it “should strict-
ly refrain from insulting all the
martyrs as they are not statis-
tics for your demeaning and
meaningless write-up”.

The force had earlier issued
advisories cautioning people
against “fake pictures” being
circulated online of body parts
of the slain men and bogus
messages being shared in the
backdrop of harassment of
Kashmiri students in various
places in the country after the
terror attack. 

The over 3 lakh personnel
force is the country’s lead force
for internal security duties.����
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Union Minister Giriraj
Singh on Friday said India

should not play cricket match-
es with Pakistan in the after-
math of the Pulwama terror
attack which killed 40 CRPF
personnel.

He advocated halting all
types of exchanges with the
neighbouring country, including
sports, culture and trade.  RJD’s

Tejashwi Yadav, the leader of
opposition in the Bihar assem-
bly, however, said the dastardli-
ness of the attack notwith-
standing, scrapping of sporting
ties and cultural exchanges
would prove to be futile.

“There should be no crick-
et with Pakistan. We engage in
no sports events with the coun-
try till it continues to aid and
abet terror. Even families do not
dine with each other when they

have a feud. So let us have no
links with Pakistan, sporting,
cultural or economic,” Singh, a
BJP hardliner, said in his Lok
Sabha constituency of Nawada.

He also lauded Union min-
ister Nitin Gadkari, who holds
the Water Resources portfolio,
for deciding to stop the flow of
India’s share of water to
Pakistan from rivers under the
Indus Waters Treaty.  Demands
have arisen for boycotting

Pakistan in international sports
events, especially the cricket
world cup scheduled to begin
in May this year.

Sections of Bollywood have
also expressed outrage. The All
India Cine Workers
Association has sought a total
ban on Pakistani actors and
artistes, and cancellation of
their work visas, while actor
Ajay Devgn had decided that
his latest flick Total Dhamaal

will not be released in the
neighbouring nation.

When asked about the
growing clamour for discon-
tinuance of such exchanges,
Tejashwi Yadav said in Patna,
“This should not happen. It is
not going to achieve anything.”

“The Pulwama terror attack
deserves condemnation in the
strongest possible words and the
government must take whatev-
er steps it deems proper on the

security front. But sports and
culture must not be dragged into
these issues,” he said.

The younger son of RJD
chief Lalu Prasad, who fancied
a career in cricket before take
a plunge into politics three
years ago, said, “Players
embody sportsman spirit. And
hence sportspersons must be
allowed to engage in their
activity and bring happiness to
the people.”
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The European Union (EU)
has affirmed that it is

strongly beside India on com-
bating terrorism and there
were no differences between
them on the issue, it’s envoy
said here on Friday.

Referring to the February
14 terror attack by the Jaish-e-
Mohammed at Pulwama that
left 40 CRPF jawans dead, EU
Ambassador Tomasz
Kozlowski said its members
had strongly condemned the
incident and “and as a partner
of India, we reaffirm our soli-
darity”.

He said the EU stood by
India in fighting terrorism and
against any terror act regardless
of the motivation.

Kozlowski told reporters
that the Jaish-e-Mohammed
had been listed by the EU as a
terror outfit along with
Lashkar-e-Tayeeba and sever-
al others.

“EU has an autonomous
terrorist list. We have our own
procedures independent of the
UN,” he said.

The UN Security Council
had on Thursday condemned
in the “strongest terms” the
“heinous and cowardly” terror
attack perpetrated by Pakistan-
based Jaish-e-Mohammed in
Pulwama.

Kozlowski said India and
the EU would strengthen coop-
eration in combating terrorism. 
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Making a veiled attack on
Pakistan’s continued sup-

port to cross-border terrorism,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Friday said the time has come
for the global community to
“unite and act” to completely
eradicate terror networks and
their financing supply channels.

Asserting that India has
suffered the pain of cross-bor-
der terrorism for over 40 years,
Modi said the country’s
endeavour towards peaceful
developments has only too
often been derailed by this
menace.

Modi, who is in Seoul on a
two-day visit to South Korea,
expressed his gratitude for the
host country’s support to India
after the attack by a suicide
bomber of Pakistan-based ter-
ror outfit Jaish-e-
Mohammad(JeM) that killed
40 CRPF soldiers in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Pulwama district
on February 14.

Addressing the media after
his talks with President Moon

Jae-in, Modi said that the time
has come when the world,
going beyond talks, should
“unite and act” against terror-
ism. Later, speaking at an event
after receiving the prestigious
Seoul Peace Prize for 2018,

Modi said that while India has
been the victim of cross-border
terrorism for over 40 years, all
nations today face this grave
threat which respects no bor-
ders.

“Our endeavour towards

peaceful developments has only
too often been derailed by
cross-border terrorism,” he said
in an apparent reference to
Pakistan, which is accused of
providing safe havens to several
terror groups.
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The Supreme Court will hear
on February 26 the two

petitions seeking review of its
December 14 verdict that had
dismissed pleas challenging
the deal between India and
France for procurement of 36
Rafale fighter jets.

The review petition has
been filed by former Union
ministers Yashwant Sinha and
Arun Shourie as also activist
lawyer Prashant Bhushan.

The hearing of the pleas
will be conducted in chambers
and not in open court.

The trio said the top court
had relied upon “patently
incorrect” claims made by the
government in an unsigned
note given in a sealed cover in
the court.

Sinha, Shourie and
Bhushan have claimed that the
judgement was based on
“errors apparent on the face of
the record” and non-consider-
ation of subsequent informa-
tion which has come to light
would cause a grave miscar-
riage of justice.

Besides seeking review of
the judgement, they have also
sought hearing of the plea in an
open court.

The top court will also
hear the petition filed by AAP’s
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
through advocate Dheeraj
Singh seeking review of the
December 14 verdict.

On December 14, 2018, the
apex court had dismissed var-
ious pleas challenging the deal
between India and France for
procurement of 36 Rafale jets
saying there was no occasion to

“really doubt the decision mak-
ing process” warranting setting
aside of the contract.

It had rejected the pleas
seeking lodging of an FIR and
the court-monitored probe
alleging irregularities in the Rs
58,000 crore deal, in which
both the countries have entered
into an inter-governmental
agreement (IGA).

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi had dealt
with “three broad areas of con-
cern” raised in the petitions —
the decision-making process,
pricing and the choice of
Indian offset partners (IOP) —
and said there was no reason
for intervention by the court on
the “sensitive issue” of purchase
of 36 jets.

It had said the Indian Air
Force (IAF) needs advanced
fighter jets as the country can-
not afford to be “unprepared”
or “under prepared” in a situ-
ation where adversaries have
acquired fourth and fifth gen-
eration fighter aircraft, “of

which, we have none”. 
The apex court had said

Thursday that it would consid-
er hearing pleas seeking review
of its December 14 verdict. It
had considered the submis-
sion of Bhushan that his review
plea and a separate application,
seeking perjury prosecution of
some government officials for
“misleading” the court be list-
ed urgently.

“We believe there are four
petitions in the matter. One by
Union of India... Some peti-
tions (having defects) are lying
with the registry,” the bench
said.

“The combination (of the
judges) of bench will have to be
changed. It is very difficult. We
will do something for it,” the
bench had said.

The December verdict was
delivered by the bench com-
prising the CJI and Justices S K
Kaul and K M Joseph. 

The two Justices are cur-
rently part of different bench
combinations.
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Robert Vadra, brother-in-
law of Congress President

Rahul Gandhi, Friday appeared
before the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for the fifth
time in connection with a
money-laundering case related
to purchase of alleged illegal
assets abroad, officials said.

Vadra reached the agency’s
office at Jamnagar House in
central Delhi shortly before 11
am, they said.

He has been grilled in this
case four times in the past, the
last being February 20.

Officials said the agency is
confronting Vadra with docu-
ments and statements of other
accused being investigated in
the case and his statement is
being recorded section 50
(powers of authorities regard-
ing summons, production of
documents and to give evi-
dence) of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

During the last session,
the businessman had told the
investigating officer (IO) of
the case that he was not well
and hence, the recording of his
statement was discontinued,
the officials had said.

Vadra’s appearance before
the ED is related to a criminal
complaint related to allega-
tions of money laundering to
purchase assets abroad, in an
alleged illegal manner.

He has been questioned by
the ED sleuths in this case for
about 26 hours over four days
of deposition earlier this
month.

He has been asked by a
Delhi court to cooperate in the
probe being conducted by the
central probe agency.

The ED case against Vadra
relates to allegations of money
laundering in the purchase of
a London-based property,
located at 12, Bryanston Square
and worth 1.9 million pounds,
which is allegedly owned by the
businessman in a “benami”
way. The agency had told the
court that it had received infor-
mation about various new
properties in London that
belonged to Vadra. These
include two houses — one
worth 5 million pounds and

the other valued at 4 million
pounds -- six flats and other
assets.

Vadra has denied the alle-
gation of possessing illegal for-
eign assets and termed it a
political witch-hunt against
him. He has said he is being
“hounded and harassed” to
subserve political ends.

His first appearance before
the ED earlier this month
acquired political overtones
after his wife Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, recently appointed

Congress general secretary in-
charge of eastern Uttar
Pradesh, accompanied him to
the investigating agency’s office
and picked him up after ques-
tioning another time.

Vadra had also deposed
before the ED twice in Jaipur in
connection with another
money-laundering case related
to an alleged land scam in
Bikaner. His mother Maureen
too was questioned by the
agency once during the same
deposition.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was conferred the

prestigious Seoul Peace Prize
for 2018 on Friday for his con-
tribution to international coop-
eration and fostering global
economic growth.

The award was presented
to him by the Seoul Peace
Prize Foundation at a grand
ceremony here. A short film on
the life and achievements of
Prime Minister Modi was also
screened at the event.

Modi expressed his grati-
tude for the prestigious honour
and said, “this award belongs
not to me personally, but to the
people of India.”

“The success that India
has achieved in the last five
years is due to aspirations,
inspiration and efforts of the
people of India. On their
behalf, I accept the award and
express my gratitude,” he said.

He said he was honoured
that the award is being con-
ferred on him in the year that
India celebrates the 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi. He dedicated the USD
200,000 prize money to

‘Namami Gange Programme’,
which is flagship programme of
his government to accomplish
the twin objectives of effective
abatement of pollution, con-
servation and rejuvenation of
River Ganga.

Modi is the 14th recepient
of the award and the past lau-
reates included former UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan,
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and renowned inter-
national relief organizations

like Doctors Without Borders
and Oxfam.

The Seoul Peace Prize was
established in 1990 to com-
memorate the success of the
24th Olympic Games held in
Seoul. The award was estab-
lished to crystalise Korean peo-
ple’s yearning for peace on the
Korean peninsula and in the
rest of the world.

Speaking at the event,
Prime Minister Modi expressed
concern over the growing men-

ace of terrorism and recalled
that a few weeks before the
Seoul Olympics in 1988, an
organisation called Al-Qaeda
was formed.

“Today, radicalisation and
terrorism have become global
and are the biggest threats to
world peace and security,” he
said. He said that like Korea,
India has also suffered the
pain of cross-border strife.
“Our endeavour towards
peaceful developments has only
too often been derailed by
cross-border terrorism. While
India has been the victim of
cross-border terrorism for over
40 years, all nations today face
this grave threat which respects
no borders,” he said in an
apparent reference to Pakistan.

“The time has come for all
those who believe in humani-
ty to join hands, to complete-
ly eradicate terrorist networks,
and their financing supply
channels and counter-terrorist
ideology and propaganda. Only
by doing so, can we replace hate
with harmony, destruction with
development, and transform
the landscape of violence and
vendetta into a postcard of
peace,” he added.
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Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel pays tributes to Khubchand Baghel, a noted freedom

fighter and visionary personality of Chhattisgarh, on Friday in Raipur on his death anniversary.

Chhattisgarh Home Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu visited a private

hospital on Friday in Raipur and inquired about the health of a

para-military trooper who sustained injury this week in a gunfight

with Maoists in Sukma district. Girdhari Nayak, the newly

appointed Director General (Naxal Operation) is also seen in the

picture with the minister. 

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Jindal Steel and Power Ltd (JSPL)
was conferred the FICCI

Corporate Social Responsibility
Awards for Women
Empowerment at the 17th edition
of the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) CSR summit
and awards held at New Delhi
Thursday.

The JSPL won this prestigious
award for its innovative and high
impact women empowerment
programmes, implemented by the
Company’s CSR Arm JSPL
Foundation, across its operational
areas in India.

JSPL director and the co-
chairperson of the JSPL
Foundation, Shallu Jindal received
the award from Union Minister of
Commerce and Industry and Civil
Aviation Suresh Prabhu.

Upon receiving the Award

Shallu Jindal, said  “The JSPL
Foundation strongly believes that
Women are the fulcrum of holistic
improvement in the lives of fami-
lies and the prime mover of devel-
opment of the nation. Our multi-
dimensional women empower-
ment programmes are being
implemented across the country,
covering more than 6 lakh women
enhancing their quality of life and
decision making power.”

The JSPL Foundation has been
executing multidimensional devel-
opment programmes in the areas of
health, education, skill building,
livelihood promotion and sports,
enhancing the quality of life of
more than 6.4 lakh women on sus-
tainable basis in Angul, Keonjhar
and Sundergarh districts of Odisha,
Ramgarh and West Singhbhum
districts of Jharkhand and Raigarh
district of Chhattisgarh and other
parts of India.

JSPL bags FICCI CSR Award
for Women Empowerment

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Hinting that the Congress
government will oppose the

entry of private sector companies
in Bastar, Chhattisgarh
Industries Minister Kawasi
Lakhma told assembly on Friday
that they would oppose disin-
vestment of PSUs and privatisa-
tion of mineral deposits to pro-
tect interest of poor tribal people
of the area.

Taking part in the debate on
demands for grants of his
department, the minister said
Congress government was not
against industrialisation and
development of Bastar but they
would oppose the disinvest-
ment of PSUs such as the

Nagarnar Steel Plant and pri-
vatisation of iron ore deposit in
Bailadila.

“We will not allow privatisa-

tion of Bastar as it will have
negative effect on the interest of
poor tribals of the area”, he said.

Ascertaining that the inter-

est of Bastar people would be
ensured, the minister said that
development of the area would
be done as per aspirations of

people residing there.
During discussion, the min-

ister said it was contribution of
Congress that a PSU like the
Nagarnar Plant was established
in Bastar. It was astonishing that
the union government was now
trying to disinvest it and entire
Bastar oppose this move, he
said. “Similarly, mining in
Bailadila was initiated during
the regime of Late Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi and the
government of India had now
assigned one of the iron ore
mines to a subsidiary of the
Adani group. We are going to
oppose this move vehemently
and will not let Adani group do
mining there,” he added.

Congress govt against entry
of private sectors in Bastar

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Opposition BJP on Friday staged
a walkout in the state assembly

protesting against delay in payment
of surplus amount to the farmers
who had sold paddy to the govern-
ment in the old minimum-sup-
port-price rate.  

The minimum support price
(MSP) for paddy was hiked to Rs
2500 per quintal by the Congress
government after assuming power
in the state early this year.

But the farmers who had sold
paddy in between November 1,
2018 to January 21, 2019 were paid
as per the old MSP, despite they
being entitled for the new rate.    

During question hours, leader
of the opposition Dharamlal
Kaushik wanted to know from the
minister, how many farmers
received the balance amount.

Replying to the query, the min-
ister for Cooperatives Premsai
Singh informed the House that
during the period under question,
paddy from a total of 15 Lakh 71

thousand farmers was procured. Of
them, payment of 1 lakh 80 thou-
sand farmers was pending, he
informed.

When Kaushik demanded spe-
cific time limit for the payment, the
minister said they would pay the
balance amount as soon as possible
but a time limit could not be
specified.

Demanding explanation about
the delay in nonpayment of balance
payment,  BJP member Shivratan
Sharma asked  whether there was
shortage of fund. Meanwhile, dis-
satisfied with the answer of the
minister, the BJP members later
walked out from the assembly.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

The Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) held a meet-

ing with a slogan ‘Lakshya
Hamara Modi Dobara’ here on
Thursday as political parties and
its frontal organisations are gear-
ing up their electioneering activ-
ities.

The State BJP president,
among others, graced the meet-
ing which was presided over by
the organizations’ state president
Vijay Sharma. Similar meetings
were earlier held in Lok Sabha
constituencies of Bastar
Rajnandgaon and Durg.  The

series will end with the concluding
meeting at Bilaspur Lok Sabha on
February 28.

A resolution was also taken in
the meeting to elect once gain
Modi at the Centre in the upcom-
ing polls.

Sharma in statement said that
they are contacting the youth in
the state with the help of booth
level workers and are convincing
them that there is an urgent need
to elect Modi once again.

“In previous general elections
BJP bagged 10 out of 11 Lok Sabha
seats and this time we have set a
target of all 11 seats”, he said.

BJYM meet ‘Lakshya Hamara
Modi Dobara’ held in Raipur

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

State health minister T.S.
Singhdeo on Friday

announced in the state assem-
bly that a combat team would
be constituted and a special
vaccination drive would be
launched in order to check the
deadly swine flu disease in the
state.

He was answering to the
call attention motion moved by
Congress legislator Kunwar
Nishad and BJP legislators
Shivratan Sharma and Ajay
Chandrakar.

The minister also
announced in the state assem-

bly of taking help of women
health workers ‘Mitanins’ in

combating swine flu, which has
spread its tentacles in certain
parts of the state.

In the assembly the minis-
ter also confirmed that seven of
the patients in the state died of
swine flu, which includes Joint
Director Health Mahendra
Janghel.

On a question raised by
former chief minister and JCC
(J) legislator Ajit Jogi, he fur-
ther informed that 3322 vac-
cines of swine flu were available
in the state which would be
administered to the legislators
too as they come in contact of
so many people.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

The final electoral roll after
the special electoral revision

drive ahead of 2019 Lok Sabha
elections was published on
Friday.

According to official
sources in Chief Electoral
Officer’s office there are a total
of 1,89,16,285 voters in the state
as per the final electoral role.
This include 94,38,463 female
and 709 third gender.

During the drive, new
names were added, deleted,
names rectified and others
issues were resolved. After the
final publication, those electors
who have registered their
names can now view their
names in the electoral roll.

Names of those who have
attained the age of 18 years on
January 1, 2019 have been
added to the electoral roll.

Those left out have a chance to
register their names in the spec-
ified registration process
through online application in
the portal https://www.nvsp.in/
.

Office of the Chhattisgarh
Chief Electoral Officer
informed that Election
Commission has been organis-
ing different activities to create

awareness among the electors
and link them to election activ-
ities. Elector certification and
information programme, under
‘Voter Verification and
Information Programme
(VVIP) is being organised for
the whole country, it said.  

Under this programme, the
electorates can also register
their names in the electoral roll

or make necessary corrections
from the comfort of their
homes. Call centre facility has
also been provided in all the
district headquarters of the
country.

‘Voter Helpline’ android
application has also been
launched where one can down-
load it by going to Google play
store, which is free of cost.

Through the application the
elector can see personal infor-
mation or electoral identifica-
tion card. Even short message
service (SMS) facilities are also
being provided. All these serv-
ices are free of cost. CEO Subrat
Sahoo has made an appeal to all
the electors to check their name
through website and if their
name is not registered, then
immediately they can apply
online through,
https://www.nvsp.in/.

BJP stages walkout over

paddy difference price

ECI publishes final electoral
roll ahead of LS elections

Govt to form combat
team, launch vaccination
drive to check swine flu
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In the centenary year of the
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre

and to commemorate the
tragic event,  Punjab
Government on Friday decid-
ed to build a memorial in
Amritsar with soil from all the
13,000 villages of the state to
eulogise the immense contri-
bution of Punjabis in the
national freedom struggle.

The decision got the go-
ahead from the Chief Minister
during a meeting the State
Level Implementation
Committee regarding
Centenary Commemoration of
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre here.

The Rural Development
and Panchayats has been
designed the nodal depart-
ment to coordinate with the
Panchayats of the nearly
13,000 villages across the
State for this cause. The Chief
Minister has also asked the
Deputy Commissioner
Amritsar to identify a strate-
gic spot in the city, where a
suitable memorial would be
erected with the soil brought
from these villages. 

Capt Amarinder has
directed the Cultural Affairs
and Tourism Department to
engage with the Arts and
Cultural Heritage Trust,
which had created the
Partition Museum at Town
Hall, Amritsar, to conceptu-
alise and plan the Jallianwala
memorial.

The Chief Minister has
asked the Principal Secretary
Cultural Affairs to coordinate
with all the concerned depart-
ments to ensure a grand func-
tion at Amritsar on April 13,
this year. 

The Chief  Minister
directed the Cultural Affairs
department to organise com-
memorative functions at his-
toric places l ike Sunam
Udham Singh Wala, Khatkar
Kalan, Jagraon, Malerkotla
etc associated with freedom
fighters and martyrs of the

national independence strug-
gle.

Capt Amarinder suggest-
ed that the Department of
School Education should
include a chapter in its cur-
riculum on the Jallianwala
Bagh carnage to imbibe the
spirit  of patriotism and
nationalism amongst the stu-
dents. 

Apprising the Chief
Minister about the decisions
taken by the State Level
Implementation Committee,
Tourism and Cultural Affairs

Minister Navjot Singh Sidhu
said that with a special focus
on the Jallianwala Bagh mas-
sacre, the Art and Culture
Heritage Trust would organ-
ise a Heritage Walk in the old
Amritsar town, in addition to
an exhibition depicting some
known and unknown facts
about the massacre. Apart
from these, an exhibition
would also be held in 10
cities of the state to highlight
the saga of the Indian free-
dom struggle.

It was also informed in

the meeting by the Principal
Secretary Cultural Affairs that
a cof fee table book on
Jallianwala Bagh was being
prepared with the help and
guidance of Punjab Lalit Kala
Academy. 

A two-day Jallianwala
Bagh centenar y Lit-Fest
would be organised in GNDU
Amritsar and dramas in
Hindi and Punjabi would be
organised by North Zone
Cultural Centre in association
with National School of
Drama.
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With an eye on ensuing Lok
Sabha polls, Haryana

Chief Minister Manohar Lal on
Friday listed out the ruling BJP’s
victories in panchayats polls,
direct mayoral elections in five
cities, municipal corporation
elections to Gurugram-
Faridabad, students union and
Jind bye-election while asserting
that people of the State have
extended their support to his
Government in the last four-and-
a half year.

“Now, Lok Sabha elections
will be held and later, Haryana
Vidhan Sabha elections will be
held on time,” the Chief Minister
said during his reply on the
debate on Governor’s address on
the third day of ongoing Budget
session.

In an election year, the Chief
Minister said, “Legislators in
the Opposition have appreciat-
ed various schemes of the present
State Government.  We can
learn the good things from peo-
ple sitting in opposition, and by
learning from their shortcom-
ings, we can improve.”

On the issue of construction
of Satluj-Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal, Manohar Lal said that the
SYL canal has become more of
political issue now, the matter is
with the Supreme Court to
decide. If the water share of India,
which is flowing into Pakistan,
is flowed into India, this would
provide big relief to farmers, he
said.

While taking a dig at the for-
mer Chief Minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda,  Manohar Lal said

that for Hooda, it is easy to
dream but it is difficult to fulfill
the dream.

Referring to the Kundli
Manesar Palwal Expressway and
National Cancer Institute, he said
that these are projects which have
been completed by the present
State Government but not the
previous one.

Responding to the queries of
opposition regarding farmers’
woes, the Chief Minister said that
his government has been mak-
ing concerted efforts towards
doubling the income of farmers
by 2022.

Under the ‘Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana’
(PMKSN), the Haryana
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare
Department has uploaded data
of eight lakh farmers to whom
the first instalment of payment
would be released by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on

February 24. Haryana could be
first state to work effectively on
the ‘PMKSN’ Scheme, he said.

He added that in case of
damage caused to crops due to
natural calamities, the Central
Government gives compensation
at the rate of �5,400 per acre
whereas the State Government
gives compensation at the rate of
�12,000 per acre.

Speaking on drug abuse,
Manohar Lal said, “We all will
find a solution to this and it is our
duty to bring youth on right
track”.

He said that there are about
25,000 persons registered in 61
Anti-Addiction Centres in 
the State. About the ongoing
strike by NHM employees, the
Chief Minister said that there is
no provision to regularize the
contractual employees working
under Central Government’s
project.
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Jobs to dependent: Chief Minister Manohar Lal
announced that in case of death of government employ-

ee before he attains the age of 48 years, the dependent of
the deceased might opt for a government job or full salary
till 58 years. In case of the tragic death of employee after
attaining the age of 48, his family would get full salary ben-
efit upto 58. The dependent family member of the
deceased employee could be given government job in any
government department. In the ex-gratia policy of 2006,
five per cent posts were kept reserved for such cases but
now it has been decided to extend this benefit to all cases
of ex-gratia, he added 
Collector rate: Manohar Lal announced to change the name
of collector Rate to fair value rate.  He said that the name
“collector rate” is in practice from the time of Britishers but
now it has been decided to change it to fair value rate.
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As the Manohar Lal Khattar
Government is patting its

back for ensuing transparency in
recruitments to government
jobs, the opposition—Indian
National Lok Dal and Congress-
- on Friday escalated their attack
on the State Government over
“job crisis” while pointing out
how a large number of over-
qualified youth are being select-
ed for the posts of peons and
gardeners in Haryana.

During the discussion on
Governor's address on the third
day of ongoing budget session
of Haryana Assembly, the BJP
led State Government found
itself enmeshed in a war of
words over the recruitments of
over-qualified youth for the
posts of peons and gardeners
even as the eligible youth, who
fulfill the criteria of minimum
educational qualification
remains jobless.

Slamming the State
Government, Leader of oppo-
sition and INLD's senior leader
Abhay Singh Chautala said,
“These days, over-qualified
youth with degrees like M.Sc.
and double degrees are turning
up for the posts of gardeners and
peons."

“There is no point of pos-
sessing a master's degree if you
will end up becoming a peon
and gardener. Such jobs do not
require such high qualifica-
tions,” said Chautala while
speaking during the discussion
on Governor's address.

“You claim of providing
jobs on merit basis but M.Sc.
qualified youth are doing the job
of gardeners in Haryana,"
Chautala told the Chief Minister
Manohar Lal while citing the
example of his own gardener,
who he claimed has a M.Sc.
degree.

Stating that eligibility crite-
ria should be taken into con-
sideration for selection of can-
didates in class IV jobs, Chautala
said, “The over-qualified youth
should not be insulted with such
jobs.”

Upping the ante against the
government over the same issue,
independent MLA Jai Parkash
said, “Jobs should be given as per
qualification. Due to over-qual-
ified youth applying for the
class IV jobs like peon, garden-
ers etc, people from rural areas
and youth who are not very edu-
cated but have  minimum qual-
ification for these jobs, are being
ignored.” 

“People with qualification
like M.Sc., M.A., Ph.D are apply-
ing for class IV jobs, he said
while asking the government to
ensure that people who require
such jobs and fulfill minimum
qualification criteria for these
jobs should be given employ-
ment.

Congress’ Karan Dalal also
attacked the State Government
over the issue of unemployment
and accused the government of
allowing the opening of recruit-

ment agencies, which are loot-
ing the youth in the name of
providing jobs.

Notably, highly qualified
candidates, including postgrad-
uates (PGs), graduates, diploma
holders and candidates with
vocational education, had
applied for Class IV posts, for
which the examination was
held in November last year in
Haryana. 18 lakh educated
applicants had opted for 18,218
Group D posts (Class IV) of
peon, gardener and beldar.

As per government’s data,
1,001 PGs, 5,346 graduates, 276
with vocational education, 569
diploma holders, 6,756 senior
secondary pass candidates were
listed  in the final selection for
the Group D posts.

Countering the picture pro-
jected by opposition of rising
unemployment in the state,
Chief Minister Manohar Lal said
that more than 18000 jobs in
class IV posts (Group D) have
been provided and more recruit-
ments’ will be done in next six
months.

On the issue of highly-
qualified applying for class IV
jobs, he said, “As per the gov-
ernment’s data, the percentage
of unemployed highly qualified
youth is more in the country.”

Quoting the All-India
unemployment rate, Manohar
Lal said, “The overall unem-
ployment rate among those
youth with secondary education
is just 3.2 percent, those with
post-graduate degree is 8.5 per-
cent and with graduate-level
technical education is 11per-
cent.”

“We cannot put a cap on
highest education qualification
in government jobs. As highly
qualified people are more in per-
centage of unemployed youth,
they are availing whatever
opportunity they are getting in
government jobs,” he said.

Referring to the recruit-
ment of more than 18000 peo-
ple to Group D posts, the Chief
Minister claimed that more
than 10000 candidates had qual-
ification of only 10th and 12th.
Out of total recruitments,
around 15000 belonged to rural
areas, he added.

The State Government,
through Governor’s address,
had conveyed that it provided
government jobs to 56000
young men and women and the
recruitment process for close to
17000 posts is in the final phase.

The Governor’s speech had
also mentioned that more than
7.73 lakh job seekers have been
registered with the Employment
Exchange as on November 2018.
16332 unemployment youth
have been employed as cab dri-
vers under MoU with OLA
and UBER  and 466 employed
as security guards under
Saksham Haryana campaign.
Apart from this, 26537 job seek-
ers have been placed by various
private organizations through
job fairs till December 2018, it
stated.
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Facing trial in corruption
charges, former Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Friday challenged the Chief
Minister Manohar Lal to put
him in jail.

“As you have been claiming
among people of the state that
I will go to jail, it seems you have
become the advocate and judge
as well. I challenge you to put me
in jail,” Hooda told Manohar Lal
while speaking during the Zero
Hour.

“I challenge you to get all
inquiries done against me. We
will see what happens then…
There are cases against me and
inquires are ongoing but I have
done nothing wrong,” the two-
time former Chief Minister
said.

Responding to him, Finance
Minister said, “The former CM
should have faith in the judicial
system. Let the Court decide if
you will go to jail or not.”

Hooda is facing CBI probes
in three cases including Manesar
land acquisition and allotment
of an institutional plot to
Associated Journals Ltd (AJL),
the publisher of National
Herald, in Panchkula. In these
cases, charge sheets have been
filed in the Court.

The CBI last month regis-
tered the third case against
Hooda and several others in
connection with the alleged
irregularities in allotting over
1,417 acres of land during
2009-12 in Gurugram. The
case against Hooda and others
was registered on the direc-
tions of the Supreme Court on
November 1, 2017 when the
CBI was entrusted with the
probe into alleged irregulari-
ties in the process of acquisi-
tion of 1,417.07 acres of land
between 2009 and 2012 for
sector 58 to 63 and 65 to 67 in
Gurugram.

Hooda, while talking to
the mediapersons later said, “I
have done nothing wrong.
They (BJP) claim that the land
was provided to Robert Vadra
(Congress President Rahul
Gandhi’s brother-in-law) in
an illegal manner but all such
claims are wrong.”
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A day after the Chautala
family feud echoed in Haryana
Assembly and demand of vot-
ing to decide the status of
Leader of opposition was raised,
Jannayak Janta Party leader
Naina Chautala on Friday said
that it is upto the Speaker
Kanwar Pal Gujjar to decide
over the issue.

MLA Naina Chautala, who
is wife of JJP patron Ajay
Chautala, while talking to the
mediapersons said that we have
accepted on the floor of the
House that the INLD has split
and JJP is formed.



�������'���(����) '��������) *+,�*-./ ��������

	��		
�	��		
�
������

���	�������%�	��@<A
�����	������	
��������
�'!*���1����
�2�������
���
�����
�	�����E&B���
�7���	�
��	���"�
�
����������
����	��
�����
�����������
���
����F��	�����&�(���2����
�
����"�����	�������7���	�0�
���
���1��G���������?E
������
���3?>������4�����
��

�������!��
���������
��
"�	����
�������
���+)
�����������)��������	&


%������	
�5<A�7���

&�����7�����%��
����
	
��1�#��$�#� 1�== ��� ��	
)��	���������
����	���	���

��������	���������������������
��
���������������
�	���
�
�������?E
� ���
���)��	���
�����
���������
���
�	�
��"�
��
��HB��������������3+)*�E
�������4���������
��	������

���&�(���7����
����*��
��
�$��

���	�������6������������
��
�
����
�����������	�����"
���	��
�
��������������.����.��
:I���	�������.��
���&�(��
F�������	�
��������?H??����	
"�������	����������)
�������
$�
��	�������
����)
�������&

�	��� 81)�:6�(56

US President Donald Trump
and North Korean leader

Kim Jong-un will meet one-on-
one and spend substantial
amount of time together 
next week when the two lead-
ers meet in Hanoi, Vietnam,
the White House said  on
Thursday.

Trump and Kim are meet-
ing for their second summit on
February 27 and 28. The first
one was on June 12 in
Singapore, which was part of
the president’s effort to improve
his country’s relationship with
North Korea and ultimately
have a denuclearised state.

“There will be opportuni-
ties for the two leaders to see
one another one-on-one, to
share a meal and indeed for
expanded meetings of 
their respective delegations in
laying out the objectives
(which) is ultimately about
denuclearisation of North
Korea,” a senior administration
official told reporters during a
conference call.

“That is what was agreed

already between the two sides
and that is the overriding goal
that President Trump is seek-
ing to achieve with this sum-
mit,” the official said, who
spoke with reporters on con-
dition of anonymity.

This is an important step
towards that ultimate goal, the
official noted. “After
breaking the ice with Kim in
some aspects in June, Trump is
also looking to talk in depth
about the kind of future that

North Korea could enjoy if it
follows through on its com-
mitment to the final and full of
denuclearisation,” the official
said.

Trump would be accom-
panied by his Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo, and several of
his top aides for the second
summit meeting with the
North Korean leader.
Hundreds of reporters are trav-
elling to Hanoi to cover the
much-anticipated summit.
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Russia on Friday accused
the United States of using

aid deliveries to Venezuela as a
ploy to carry out military
action against President Nicolas
Maduro’s Government.

“A dangerous provocation,
instigated and led by
Washington, is planned for
February 23,” foreign ministry
spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said, pointing to
efforts by opposition leader
Juan Guaido to pick up US aid
being stockpiled on the
Colombian border.

Guaido’s plans to try to
bring the aid across the border
are aimed at provoking clash-
es, she said, to provide “a con-
venient pretext for conducting
military action”.

Russia is a key supporter of
Maduro’s government and has
repeatedly accused Washington
of trying to carry out a coup in
Venezuela.

On Thursday, Guaido set
out in a convoy to collect US-
supplied food and medicine

stockpiled in Colombia, vow-
ing to bring in the aid by
Saturday.

Maduro has closed 
the border with Brazil to 
prevent the entry of aid and 
the military has beefed 
up security at the Colombian
border.

Zakharova alleged that the
US had moved special forces
and military equipment “clos-
er to Venezuelan territory”
and was considering large-
scale weapons purchases to
arm the opposition.

Noting that it had been five
years since the Ukrainian rev-
olution that ousted a Russian-
backed leader — which
Moscow has accused the US of
orchestrating — Zakharova
said Washington was preparing
for more regime change in
Venezuela.
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British Prime Minister Theresa
May on Friday warned of a 

new revolt brewing within her oth-
erwise loyal group of 
party Parliamentarians over fears
that a chaotic no-deal Brexit is 
not being ruled out in time for 
the March 29 deadline for 
Britain’s exit from the European
Union (EU). 

The Brexit Delivery Group,
which comprises both pro and 
anti-Brexit Conservative Party MPs,

has warned that they are preparing
to back alternatives if May’s
reworked withdrawal agreement
cannot command a House of
Commons majority. 

Co-chairs Andrew Percy and
Simon Hart said their group wants
the Government to take no-deal off
the table or they would consider vot-
ing against the Government and in
favour of an amendment to give
Parliament the opportunity to delay
Brexit and prevent a no-deal situa-
tion if there is no agreement with the
EU by the middle of March.
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The United Nations 
says North Korea’s

Government has asked for help
from international humanitar-
ian groups to combat food
shortages.

UN Spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said Thursday that
food production figures 
provided by North Korea 
show “there is a food gap of
about 1.4 million tons expect-
ed for 2019, and that’s crops
including rice, wheat, potato
and soybeans.”

Dujarric says the UN 
has “expressed and will con-
tinue to express our concern
about the deteriorating food
security situation” in North
Korea.

He says the UN “at 
various levels” is consulting
with the North Korean
Government “to further under-
stand the impact of food secu-
rity on the most vulnerable
people, in order to take early
action to address the humani-
tarian needs.”
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The family of a UK girl of
Bangladeshi descent, who

fled to join Islamic State (ISIS)
in 2015, has appealed to the
Government to allow her new
born baby to be rescued from
the Syrian refugee camp and
raised in Britain.

Sister of Shamima Begum,
Renu, has written to UK home
secretary Sajid Javid urging for
his assistance and also informed
him of the family's plan to help
her 19-year-old sister mount a
legal challenge against his deci-
sion to revoke her British citi-
zenship. "We were pleased to
learn from your comments in
the Commons that you recog-
nise my nephew, Shamima's
son, as a British citizen," Renu
Begum said in a letter to the UK
Home Secretary.

"As a family, we ask now how
we can assist you in bringing my
nephew home to us. In all of this
debacle, he is the one true inno-
cent and should not lose the priv-
ilege of being raised in the safe-
ty of this country," it notes.
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Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad-
bin Salman (MbS) is touring the
three most important capitals
beyond Washington, DC, in his
post-Khashoggi phase. The

Western capitals were ultimately not
amused by MbS’ ingrained feudal
instincts in carrying out the rash inter-
nal purge, l’affaire Khashoggi and other
unwarranted military interventions, after
the initial hoopla surrounding the osten-
sible modernisation drive by the “real
power behind the throne.” His initially
feted socio-economic promises of “Vision
2030” and steps to liberalise and reform
the society were soon undone by reports
of increased human rights violations
and clumsy interventions in Syria, Yemen
and Qatar as also a purported kidnapping
of the Lebanese Prime Minister!

However, the crude and brutal assas-
sination of Saudi dissenter Jamal
Khashoggi, attributed directly to the
recklessness of the young Prince himself,
was the last straw for the Western nations
in condemning MbS openly. His style of
management by intimidation, coercion
and “buying out” became obvious as
indeed his deep-rooted insecurities and
ambition that saw him systematically
“neutralise” all opposition. 

Recent international opprobrium has
led to heightened insecurities and the
Saudis have, therefore, made a deliberate
outreach towards the alternative global
platform of the East as they hope to
enhance their economic and geo-political
stability with two of their top three export
markets, namely China, the biggest, and
India, the third biggest revenue generator.
However, his pit-stop at Islamabad was,
perhaps, the most significant for it
addressed the perennial and foremost
fear in the minds of the Saudi Royal fam-
ily — regime change.

Historically, Saudi Arabia’s closest
Muslim ally, Pakistan has been the trust-
ed go-to nation for managing all internal
and external threats to the vulnerable
House of Saud. The role of the Pakistan
Army’s Special Services Group (SSG) in
overcoming the seizure of the Grand
Mosque at Mecca in 1979 typified both the
sort of domestic challenges that beset the
rule of the Saud family as indeed the faith
reposed on Pakistani soldiers. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, up to 20,000
Pakistani soldiers were said to be deployed
within Saudi Arabia to protect its sensitive
spots. With the sixth largest military in the
world, reasonable combat-exposure and
even nuclear capabilities on Pakistan’s
side, the Saudi-Pakistan relationship
became more symbiotic, logical and mutu-
ally-gratifying. 

Custodianship of the two holiest
mosques and as the ready ‘investor’ in all
domestic urgencies of Pakistan led a for-
mer Pakistani Ambassador to Saudi Arabia

to famously state that the secu-
rity of Saudi Arabia was a
“personal matter.” It is often
claimed that the Saudis had
even secretly funded the
Pakistani nuclear programme
as it allowed them the plausi-
ble option of deniability as also
ensured the requisite protec-
tion via Pakistan in the face of
growing threats from its sectar-
ian-nemesis, Iran and also
states like Saddam’s Iraq and
Israel. 

The Saudi funding of the
Pakistan-controlled Afghan
mujahideen in the 1980s and
1990s is a matter of recorded
fact. Today, a leaner Pakistani
contingent in the form of “advi-
sors,” trainers and even combat
soldiers, ensures the continuity
of this crucial comfort-factor
for both nations. Deteriorating
relationship with the US and
parallel growing proximity of
both nations with the alternate
power centre of China is yet
another matter of strategic
option and convergence.   

The influence that the
Saudis can wield on the
Pakistani state and also its
powerful military was in full
display when the Saudi bro-
kered release and exit for the

deposed Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif  in the 1999 military
coup by the then Pakistani
General, Pervez Musharraf. 

Later, the Saudis were able
to rope in the just-retired
Pakistani Chief of Army,
General Raheel Sharif, to head
the controversial 41-nation
Islamic Military Counter
Terrorism Alliance (IMCTA),
based out of Riyadh — without
General Raheel Sharif complet-
ing the mandatory two-year
“cool-off ” period required
before accepting any interna-
tional assignment. 

There was a minor bump
in the relationship with
Pakistan shying away from
committing its military forces
in Saudi Arabia’s misguided
war in Yemen, owing to sectar-
ian implications within the
tinderbox of Pakistan itself.
Soon, security desperation for
the Saudis and the dire eco-
nomic desperation for
Pakistanis ensured that the
two nations perpetuate and
strengthen the umbilical cord
of quid pro quo.

Expectedly, Pakistan pulled
out all stops to roll out the red
carpet for MbS and he did not
disappoint his hosts with a slew

of $20 billion investments for
cash-strapped Pakistanis. More
pertinently, the loaded state-
ment, suggesting the dissuasion
of “politicising the UN listing
regime,” when India was in the
midst of making international
efforts to name and shame
Jaish-e-Mohammad’s Masood
Azhar, did not go unnoticed in
New Delhi. Maturity, gravitas
and nuanced diplomacy is not
a known MbS strength, and par-
ticularly at this moment of vul-
nerability for himself, he would
be driven by the urge to buy out
Pakistani guarantees for secur-
ing the Kingdom’s worst night-
mare — regime change. 

No other country of the 41
nation IMCTA grouping has
either the quantity or quality of
readily-deployable military or
is as deeply indebted to Saudi
Arabia for its own economic
survival (2.5 million Pakistani
work in Saudi Arabia) as the
Pakistanis — affording a win-
win solution for both by deep-
ening ties. Imran Khan’s charm
offensives elicited a candid
and spontaneous, “Consider
me Pakistan’s Ambassador to
Saudi Arabia,” from MbS. 

Therefore, given Saudi
Arabia’s own priorities and

strategic roadmap imperatives,
Pakistan will remain a pre-
ferred ally that will always ben-
efit from a deliberate overlook
for any of its misdemeanours as
long as they do not harm Saudi
Arabian interests directly. 

India shares common
ground with Saudi Arabia on
religious extremism (finally)
and on organisations like the
Islamic State (IS) or Al Qaeda —
though a similar aversion and
clamp-down on the subconti-
nental extremist bodies like the
Jaish-e-Mohammad or even the
Pakistan-sponsored Taliban,
may not be as forthcoming. 

On the contrary, equity
with the likes of the Afghan
Taliban may actually give Saudi
Arabia counter-leverage against
the US in its battle of wits.
Diminishing the Pakistani
establishment, especially its
military, would be perceived to
be extremely counter-produc-
tive to Saudi interests, as it risks
portents of regime-change in
Saudi Arabia — a nightmare
that Pakistan willy-nilly guar-
antees against. 

(The writer is former Lt
Governor of Andaman &
Nicobar Islands and
Puducherry)
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Sir — Jealousy is a special form of
emotional anxiety that occurs
due to the lack of a sense of secu-
rity in relation to the one who is
loved. It is an emotion that has the
components of both anger and
fear and is most common among
children. There is a subtle differ-
ence between ‘envy’ and ‘jealousy’.
In the case of the former, the need
for a loved one is not essential. It
is a desire for things that belong
to the competitor. Jealousy aris-
es apprehending loss of affection.
Apprehension of losing it leads to
an attitude of resentment. A child
feels insecure and never wishes to
lose that person’s affection.

Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “No gods in Tamil Nadu”
(February 22). Though it was
alleged that the Pattali Makkal
Katchi (PMK) was in discus-
sions with the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) to contest the
forthcoming Lok Sabha elections
together, it is a blessing in disguise

for the latter that the former is not
a part of the alliance now. It’s
understandable that most cadres
in the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK)
are against its unholy alliance
with the PMK and the BJP. 

Having conceded 10 Lok
Sabha seats to the Congress,
DMK president MK Stalin
should now be pro-active and
show deserving generosity in

accommodating the party’s other
al l iance partners without
exhibiting a big brother attitude
towards them. 

Stalin has his task cut out and
he should use all his wit to stitch
a coherent and winning team that
would work in tandem if he
wants his alliance to defeat his
rivals in the hustings.

Shalini Gerald
Chennai
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“A modern-day Faust” (February
22). We all know how Imran Khan
became the Prime Minister of
Pakistan. Without visible help
from its Army, it would not have
been an easy ride for him. Khan’s
demand for proof from India for
Pakistan’s involvement in the

Pulwama terror attack despite
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) claim-
ing responsibility for the same is
nothing but a joke. India has pro-
vided sufficient proof in the past
but nothing moved even then. 

So Khan’s credibility is doubt-
ful. Yes, we should not expect any-
thing positive from him for he has
decided to sleep with the devil like
the JeM. Khan is walking on thin
ice and will pay a huge price for
siding with the JeM and other ter-
rorists outfits.

Bal Govind
Noida
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“A modern-day Faust” (February
22). Breaking his silence after the
Pulwama attack, Pakistan Prime
Minister’s statements were only
shocking. It’s ironical that Pakistan
needs more proof. It is amusing
that the Pakistan Government,
which is unable to control terror
activities on its soil, is now talk-
ing about retaliation.

Shubham
Via email
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Well, Tamil Nadu is ready for the quin-
quennial Lok Sabha election which
may take place in the month of April.

With the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
and the Congress announcing the formalisation
of their alliance to fight the Lok Sabha election
together, the line-up in the State is ready. The
mahagathbandhan in the Dravidian land would
be led by MK Stalin with the Congress, the Left,
the Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(MDMK), the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi
(VCK) and the Islamist parties riding piggyback
on the shoulders of the DMK. Meanwhile, the rul-
ing All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK) has announced the mega alliance that
features the Vanniyar-dominated Pattali Makkal
Katchi (PMK) and the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). The AIADMK is in talks with the Desiya
Murpokku Dravida Kazhagam (DMDK), led by
former film star Vijayakanth and the Tamil
Maanila Congress of GK Vasan, son of former
Congress strongman, GK Moopnar.

Since all constituents in the DMK-led front
are themselves struggling to stay afloat, they
would be happy with whatever the DMK throws
at them. The VCK, a fringe outfit led by Thol
Thirumavalavan, has been out in the political
wilderness since 2009. It has no representation
in the Tamil Nadu Assembly since 2011 and its
leaders have been losing successively since 2009.
The communists are also facing uncertainty in
the State after they failed to win at least a single
seat either in the Lok Sabha or in the Assembly
since 2014. But they claim that they are the ones
who determine the future of Tamil Nadu.

Till the AIADMK succeeded in making deals
with the PMK and the BJP, by allocating seven and
five seats to them respectively, it was widely believed
that the DMK was in for a big win in the Lok Sabha
election. The AIADMK has been fretting and floun-
dering since the passing away of party supremo, J
Jayalalithaa, in December 2016. The group led by
Sasikala (former aide of Jayalalithaa), popularly
known as the ‘Mannargudi Mafia’, had walked away
with one faction of the party while the official fac-
tion led by Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami
looked vulnerable, fragile and weak. While Sasikala
had to surrender to the Parappana Agrahara Central
Prison in Bengaluru in February 2017, following
a Supreme Court order which quashed the
Karnataka High Court’s verdict that had acquitted
Jayalalithaa, Ilavarasi and VN Sudhakaran in the
disproportionate asset case, TTV Dinakaran,
Sasikala’s nephew, emerged as the de facto leader
of the AIADMK, much to the anguish of the cadre.

But within months, the Mannargudi clan was
eased out of the AIADMK and Chief Minister
Palaniswami slowly but steadily started taking
control of the party and the Government.
Though he is yet to emerge as a charismatic
leader who could match the prowess of Amma
(as Jayalalithaa is addressed by the cadre),
Palaniswami has proved that he is not a
pushover. As he completed two years in office
on February 17, the small-time politician from
the Edappadi village in Salem has tightened his
grip over the party and Government apparatus.

Since day one of his swearing in as the Chief
Minister, Palaniswami was under attack by Stalin,
the Leader of the Opposition. The Income Tax and

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) raids on the
offices and residences of Health Minister C
Vijaya Baskar and his department heads, the gutkha
scam, which led to CBI raids in the houses of top
police officers in the State and the vigilance probe
into the civil contracts given by the AIADMK
Government to a cartel of contractors, successive-
ly added to the worries of the Chief Minister. Stalin
had been claiming that the Government would not
last for more than a month. 

The DMK chief ’s agony can be understood.
The party has been out of the corridors of power
in Chennai since 2011 and out of the Delhi power
circle since 2013. It is a struggle for survival for
him and his party. The 2014 Lok Sabha election
saw a political tsunami with Jayalalithaa devas-
tating the DMK in all 39 constituencies in Tamil
Nadu. Interestingly, the Congress and the DMK
fought the election separately with the latter for-
feiting its security deposits in all constituencies
except Kanyakumari, where the party finished sec-
ond to the BJP. The DMK is facing a series of dis-
advantages from within as well as outside. The
major issue hanging like a sword of Damocles over
Stalin’s head is his own elder brother, MK Alagiri.
Though Alagiri has been expelled from the DMK
following the machinations of Stalin, the Madurai-
based son of late M Karunanidhi is a force to reck-
on with in many pockets of Tamil Nadu. The
media in the State has never been a fan of the
blunt-talking Alagiri. If one has to know the influ-
ence wielded by Alagiri, all one has to do is to
check the results of the 2001 Assembly election,
which the DMK was widely believed to have won
easily. Alagiri is a veteran expert in tilting the scales
of electoral battles. Dayanidhi Maran and Kalanithi
Maran, the grand nephews of late Karunanidhi,
are running from court to court to derail the trial
in the illegal telephone  exchange case in which
the brothers are the prime accused. 

Then there are inherent problems. The DMK
itself is a secessionist party as Stalin had declared
in March 2018 that the idea of a separate Dravida
nation was still alive in the constitution of the party.

The presence of the Congress in the DMK camp
itself is a contradiction because the latter is for the
immediate release of all the seven assassins under-
going life imprisonment in the 1991 assassination
of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. The other
constituents in the DMK front have made it known
that they would fight for the release of the seven
assassins, leaving the Congress flabbergasted. 

The AIADMK front, too, has contradictions
and weaknesses. The PMK is in the forefront, fight-
ing for exempting Tamil Nadu from NEET. M
Thambi Durai of the AIADMK, who is the
deputy speaker of the Lok Sabha, was against any
kind of alliance with the BJP, which he describes
as a communal party. Anwhar Raajhaa, the
Muslim face of the AIADMK, has declared that he
would fight against the triple talaq Bill till his last
breath. It may sound interesting but the truth
remains that Anbumani Ramadoss, the chief min-
isterial candidate of the PMK, had submitted a mas-
sive memorandum to Governor Banwarilal Purohit,
listing nearly 30 corruption charges against the
AIADMK Government. But the PMK and the
AIADMK are strong alliance partners now.

Then there are issues like education. Tamil
Nadu is the only State in the country which does
not have a single Navodaya Vidyalaya, a public
school concept introduced by the Rajiv Gandhi
Government in 1986. Reason? Dravidian par-
ties are against teaching of Hindi and Sanskrit
in schools. What has happened is that students
in Tamil Nadu have fallen behind in the stan-
dard of education because the State-level school
syllabus is poor, compared to the quality of edu-
cation in other standards. The children of Tamil
chauvinist politicians learn Hindi and English
in high-end schools. The non-teaching of
Hindi in the State has created a sense of alien-
ation in the minds of the people.

The split in the party and the absence of a pow-
erful leader like Jayalalithaa has made the AIADMK
vulnerable. TTV Dinakaran hopes that the Thevar
community would vote for him, which would fur-
ther weaken the AIADMK. But Palaniswami, who

hails from the Vellala Gounder  community, is con-
fident that his brethren in south and south-west
Tamil Nadu would stand with him because he is
the first Chief Minister from this community. The
inclusion of PMK was also not without reason. The
Vanniyars are an influential lot in the districts —
ranging from Tiruvallur to Kanchipuram, Velloor
to Tiruvannamalai and from Viluppuram to
Cuddalore. Though the PMK and the DMDK failed
to win at least a single seat in the 2016 Assembly
election, results show that they retained their vote
percentage in the State, which fluctuates between
five per cent to six per cent. The caste factor plays
an important role in Tamil Nadu despite claims
made by the Dravidians that theirs is a casteless soci-
ety. The AIADMK was staging a ‘coup’ when it
signed the deal with the PMK.  

The DMK front looks formidable on paper, like
the Brazilian team for the 2018 World Cup
Football Championship. Stalin reminds one of
Neymar, a paper tiger. The DMK president is a pale
shadow of his late father Karunanidhi. Add to this
the Periarites and Dravidian intelligentsia of
Chennai, which has spread the ‘news’ that the DMK
front would win all the 39 seats from the State. They
also spread the news that the BJP high command
was threatening the AIADMK for 20 seats. The allo-
cation of five seats by the AIADMK, which was
accepted by the BJP, demolishes a part of the false-
hood spread by media and intelligentsia.

It is true that the AIADMK has failed in coun-
tering the propaganda by Dravidians. But by
Tuesday, when the AIADMK-BJP-PMK alliance
was announced, it had become clear that the DMK
would not have a smooth sailing in the bout. The
AIADMK looked like a party which would be out-
played by the DMK with a tennis score (40-0). But
not any more. There is some interesting action in
store as the AIADMK, the DMK and Dinakaran
take to the field. To add to the glamour, there is
Kamal Haasan, who thinks he is the greatest of all
politicians. Let the game begin!

(The writer is Special Correspondent, 
The Pioneer)

8����������
$������
������7����������
$������
��������,�;��
��<	<,�;���������'���!�����
�
�������
$������
�������*��������������"������$��
�������������'�
$����"��������
���������
��

����"#�# �$
% 
 � � 	 � � � � & 

#��"��
��
������+

�!$,�-$ ���'��

:�	��������
�
������������
���������
�����&�:

����
���
�������������������"������������
�

"����
���"���"�������
�����	��
��������
����	���

.%/�� ���������

-���%����	������
������#���������	�������������
��@A�������
�
�������������������	
�����������������
�������
��$
�����
���#�����������-��������������������
������%�#�����

������
���!�����������������
������
�������������������������
�����
��
�����
���	��������������
����
������
�����������������
	����������������������������������������������������������
������
���	
����������	���-������$
����������������������
����������
������������������������
����B��0���������������������B������
��#��������
������������-�����
	��������������������������$
����
�����0����������������������:�����������������
�������������
��

������������-������2��	����$��������������	����	��������
����
6��������������������
������
������#��������������������-�������
0���
������������������	
�������������������
�����������
����������
����
�������������������
���������������������������������������
:����������������
����������������
��������������������������
�����
�$
�����5�������0����������������������	��������;��<�

-��������������������
������
���
����+�
��������
� �����,
-���
�� �����
	�����	���
����	�$���������������������������
��	���������#��������
���������	
���������

����������
	�4��
��
�
�5����0�������������������������������-���������������������������
5��������-���������#��
���
��
��0����������������������������������$
����������	��
��	
�����������
��������
	�������������:�2�����$
������1����	��������������������
�����0	�����������������������
�
������3�����	���
	���������.�����������������CAA*�������������$
���������
��������:��
���
����
������������
��0������������0�����
�
����������������������������������������������0�������D��������
����:04������
�#����
����������$�������
������:�2������������
-�����������
��������������%�#�������
������������
���
������������$
���������
��

��������
��������������������������
�����E�F������
��
������0����������������EGC������
�������
�����	�����

�
��������������������
��������
������
��%�#�������4����������
��
CH��
������������������
�������
�����������%�#������
��9��������*C�
9���������������������

��-���
�������
�������������
���-������$

�����������
������������
��������������

�
	����������������0�����
����
	��������������
�����������2���
�
	�����������������������
���0���������������������-���-������2�������������������
���	��
�
����	����������������
���������	������
�����!
��
����������������
���
�
%�#�����2���
����������
�����	������������$����
�����	��������������
����.��������	��
���������	��
����
���	���
������������
������������
-���%�#�������)
����	��������
����������
���
���-�������
	����.���$
��
����I�5�
��
��
�������1�%�#�����1�&���������
���������-�������
8����$�$!
��		�������
���������$��������	����1�-����������
���
���
���	
���
	�������������*=J*�������7����������������������������
�����������
�����������������	���-���������	�����
�$��������
���

-
�������2���
�����������
���������	���
	��
���������������	��$
�����������������
����������
����������	����$��	����
�����������$
��
����0�����������������
	�����
�����������
�����
�������
���$
���
�������������������	����������
�	���
������
�����������%�#�����

�����������������
�������2��)(%���
�������
������������#$���#�
���������9
��������)�
�������CAA@���������
���G�H@G��
����������*=J*
������������=G�AAA��
��������0�	
�����	����
����
�����������������
���������������������������
�
	��������-����
��$*=J*�����
���
��������������������������
����*G����������������
������������
��������-����	�
����
��
������������	�������������
���������$
���
-�����
������������*==A��������	���	
������������������
$
�
	��
���B���� ��� ���"���	���� ����"������
������
��*===�� ���
%�����	��������#����CAA*������CAAH�!�	��������#�
�����������$
.�������������
�����������������������!�������������������������$
���������	
����������������������$����������������*=FK�����*=J*�

����������	���������������(��	����CAA*����������������	
��
EFAA�	����
������������
���
�����������������
������%�#�����2�
����������������	������
�����������������������������������������$
����������	���
������)(%�������
���������������-���9�������
�

������������	������
���
		���������������������	�����������
���������
����
�����
��
�������
$%�#�
�����������������
��	�
����	��������
������
�������������!9/���������
�%�#�������
���
�������������
�
	���	����

�
�������
���%�#����������1�0�
�������������������������
������
�
	�����������������������
	�5����0���������:�����
����5�����-���:���������������5
����-�����-
��������#��
�$
��������%�#�������������������������������!�����������
�	
��
�����4���������������%���������(
�����-��	������
��������
����
�����$�������������������������.����
�����������������������9
�����
��������
	���������������
�������
���������������	���	������
���������
���������������
�����������
���������������������
����������������
���������
���������������������������
������
��
��
������0�����	����
������������������#�����������������
�
��
�����
�������
��������������������5�������������
����
��$
%����	�1������������
���$������������������������
�����������
�
�����#�������#�
���
������
�������������������������

���	��
�	
������	��
����
������

Eleventh February, 2019,
marked the 40th anniversary of
the Iranian Revolution, which

is also remembered as an “Islamic
revolution” by some historians. But
was it? Not according to celebrated
American journalist and author
Mark Bowden. In a November 18,
2009 piece for the Wall Street Journal,
Bowden wrote that “the movement
which ousted the Shah dictatorship
was primarily a nationalist one.” He
added that many of those, who took
part in the commotion, “were not
motivated by the desire to establish
a theocracy, but a desire to cast off
authoritarianism.”

Bowden is not the only promi-
nent writer to hold this view. This
assessment first emerged in 1982 in
the book, Iran Since the Revolution,

written by the late professor of pol-
itics Sepehr Zabih. Writing just three
years after the revolution, Zabih
said that the revolution was driven
by a wide coalition of anti-Shah
forces, which included democrats,
liberals, secular-nationalists, commu-
nists, socialists and “Islamists.”
According to Zabih, after the Shah
dictatorship collapsed in January
1979, there was a “power grab”
among various groups that worked
in unison during the revolution.

However, some historians contin-
ued to explain the revolution as
“Islamic”. While dealing with the
immediate pre-revolution scenario,
however, even they agree that multi-
ple forces, advocating a diverse range
of ideologies, were involved during
the upheaval. They agree upon the
point that Iran’s senior religious
leader Ayatollah Khomeini was the
most widely accepted figure of
authority during the revolution —
even by those who hold the claim that
the clergy hijacked the revolution.

But foreign affairs expert Robin
Wright in her book The Last Great
Revolution wrote that even though
many secular, liberal and even some
Leftist forces agreed to accept

Khomeini as the revolution’s central
figure, they did so to keep the move-
ment intact and, more so, because
they believed Khomeini did not have
any overt political ambitions.

Just before leaving for Tehran
from Paris (where he had been in
exile) Khomeini told the French
daily, Le Monde, that it was not his
intent to make religious leaders run
the Government. What’s more, as
Bowden notes in his 2006 book,
Guests of the Ayatollah, on his
return to Iran after the Shah’s fall, the
Ayatollah retired to his home in
Qom after agreeing to form an inter-
im set-up of “secular technocrats”
led by the anti-Shah “liberal-demo-
crat” Mehdi Bazargan.

According to Wright, just a year
after the revolution, Khomeini
decreed that no cleric was allowed to
run in Iran’s first post-revolution elec-
tions in 1980, even though he had
already declared Iran to be an Islamic
republic. A centre-right liberal, Syed
Banisadar, won the election, attract-
ing 75.6 per cent of the popular vote.

The candidate of the Islamic
Republican Party, which was pushing
for an entirely theocratic set-up,
bagged just 3.35 per cent. But by 1981,

Khomeini was being hassled by the
clerics to dismiss Banisadar “because
he was acting against the clergy.” In
June 1981, after realising that he had
lost Khomeini’s backing, Banisadar
managed to escape abroad.

Political scientist John Limbert,
in his book, Iran: At War With
History, wrote that Iran was ravaged
by violence between various groups
that had taken part in the revolution.
After Banisadar’s escape, the nation-
alist and liberal groups were system-
atically eliminated by pro-Khomeini
Islamic militias. The Leftist outfits
picked up arms to push back the
influence of the clerics. But after
ordering a purge in Iran’s universi-
ties, which had been hotbeds of
Leftist student agitation during the
revolution, the emerging Islamic
regime went all out against the
Leftists. By December 1983, the pro-
Khomeini Islamic Republican Party
had managed to grab absolute power
and turn Iran into a theocracy. The
irony of it all is that many clerics
were some of the last to join the
movement against the Shah.

One important commentator of
the revolution who called it Islamic
was the famous post-modernist

French philosopher Michel Foucault.
But in the book, Foucault and the Iran
Revolution, Jennet Afary and KB
Anderson wrote that, in his “post-
modernist” pursuit of challenging the
idea of “materialistic” rationale,
Foucault fell for “the seductions of
militant Islam.” They wrote that in his
search for “political spirituality”, he
ended up romanticising an idea
which was totalitarian in nature.

It was Foucault’s romanticised
reading of the Iranian revolution
which made most post-modernists
claim that Iran’s revolution was
“unique” in the context of 20th cen-
tury revolutions because it was reli-
gious in character. But since post-
modernism often gets caught up in
attacking grand narratives as an end
product alone, it often fails to inves-
tigate the more complex historicity of
events and forces which are present
beneath the meta-narratives.

For example, to Foucault, in an
era of communist revolutions, the
Iranian revolution was unique
because it was driven by “political
spirituality.” This was a naïve
account. The Iranian Revolution
actually unfolded like most 20th-
century revolutions did — different

forces holding differing (even oppos-
ing) ideologies coming together to
uproot a common enemy and then
competing with each other in a grab
for power. Had the post-modernists
bothered to look beneath the meta-
narratives of 20th century revolu-
tions, they would not have ignored
the following facts: The October
1917 “Bolshevik/communist revolu-
tion” in Russia was the outcome of
a more broad-based revolution in
February 1917 in which revolu-
tionary and democratic groups of
various shades of left Russian nation-
alists and urban middle-class groups
collaborated to overthrow the Tsar.

The ‘hard-left’ group (the
Bolsheviks) led by Marxist ideo-
logue Vladimir Lenin, grabbed
power in late 1917 through a coup
d’etat. Lenin wasn’t even present
during the February revolution.
He returned to Russia from exile in
Switzerland in April 1917.

The 1949 Communist revolution
in China emerged during a tussle
between Mao Tse Tung’s communists
and Chinese nationalists. Both had
collaborated to oust the occupying
Japanese forces during World War II.
But in the post-War conflict for

power between the two, the commu-
nists managed to grab power.

The ‘Islamist’ Muslim
Brotherhood collaborated with sec-
ular Egyptian nationalists during
the 1952 uprising in Egypt which
overthrew the Egyptian monarchy. In
the post-1952 tussle between the two,
the nationalists managed to oust the
Brotherhood from the equation.

The 1959 Cuban revolution was
a nationalist uprising. It wasn’t until
two years later, in 1961, that Fidel
Castro — after consolidating his
power — declared that his was a com-
munist regime. During the 1979
Nicaraguan revolution, the commu-
nist ‘Sandinistas’ were overtly support-
ed by that country’s Catholic priests.

The post-modernists in their
haste to declare the Iranian
Revolution unique not only ignored
the uniform patterns of 20th-centu-
ry revolutions, but they also missed
the ‘political spirituality’ present in the
Nicaraguan revolution and the 1952
Egyptian uprising. What’s more, to
challenge the whole idea of the meta-
narrative, they eventually created
their own meta-narrative, by declar-
ing the revolution in Iran as ‘Islamic.’

(Courtesy: The Dawn)
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Notwithstanding denial,
Pakistan continues to be

the epicentre of terrorism with
as many as 69 outlawed outfits
many of which continue with
their activities despite the ban.
Half of India’s total 41 banned
terrorist groups are either based
in Pakistan or their leadership
are based in the neighbouring
country or the organisations
are sponsored by Pakistan gov-
ernment-military combine. 

Pakistan’s National
Counter Terrorism Authority
(NCTA) has so far declared 69
terrorist organisations as
banned, most of which are
active despite the proscription. 

Pakistan has especially
turned a blind eye to major ter-
rorists groups such as the Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen, the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen and the Al Badr
operating in Jammu &
Kashmir, sources said. 

Amid the escalating pres-
sure on Pakistan from the
international community over

Jaish-e-Mohammad’s role in
Pulwama attack, Islamabad on
Thursday banned the 2008
Mumbai attack mastermind
Hafiz Saeed-led Jamat-ud-
Dawa (JuD) and its charity
wing Falah-e-Insaniat
Foundation, Apparently, this
was a ploy to seek grey-listing
by the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF). As many as 40
CRPF men were killed in the
suicide bombing on a para-
military convoy by the JeM on
February 14. 

The JuD’s network includes
300 seminaries and schools,
hospitals, a publishing house
and ambulance service. The
two groups have about 50,000
volunteers and hundreds of
other paid workers who recruit
gullible youth for terrorism in
the garb of charity, sources said. 

According to the NCTA, a
sizeable number of the organ-
isations, declared as outlawed
by Pakistan, are based in
Balochistan, Gilgit-Baltistan
and the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA). They

have been banned to quell any
movement against suppression
by the Pakistan military,
sources said. 

According to inputs with
the Union Home Ministry,
almost half of India’s total 41
banned terrorist groups are
either based in Pakistan or their
leadership are based in the
neighbouring country or the
organisations are sponsored
by the government-military

complex in Islamabad. 
The Pakistan-sponsored

groups include the Jaish-e-
Mohammed, Lashkar-E-
Tayyeba, Hizb-Ul-Mujahideen,
Harkat-Ul-Mujahideen, Al
Badr, Dukhtaran-E-Millat,
Babbar Khalsa International,
Khalistan Commando Force
and International Sikh Youth
Federation.

The NCTA started declar-
ing organisations as proscribed

in 2001, by banning Lashkar-
e-Jhangvi (LeJ). The LeJ is
based in Pakistan with limited
operations in Afghanistan.

The Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (Afghanistan),
Balochistan Republican Army,
Balochistan Liberation Front,
L a s h k a r- e - B a l o c h i s t a n ,
Balochistan Liberation United
Front, Tanzeem Naujawana-e-
Ahle Sunnat, Gilgit, Anjuman-
e- Imamia Gilgit Baltistan and
Muslim Students Organization
(MSO) Gilgit are among the
banned organisations, as per the
NCTA documents.

Others in the NCTA list are
the Abdullah Azam Brigade
(Lebanon, Syria and Arabian
Peninsula), East Turkemenistan
Islamic Movement (Turkey,
Afghanistan), Islamic Movement
of Uzbekistan (Uzbekistan) and
Islamic Jihad Union (Uzbekistan,
Afghanistan, Germany).

Two groups — the
Ghulaman-e-Sahaba and the
Maymar Trust — have been
under the scanner of the
Pakistan government while

another, Al-Akhtar Trust, has
been declared a proscribed
organisation under a UN
Security Council resolution.

The Hafiz  Saeed-led JuD
is a front organization for the
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT)
which is responsible for carry-
ing out the Mumbai attack
that killed 166 people. 

It was declared as a foreign
terrorist organisation by the US
in June 2014.

Even though JeM, respon-
sible for the Pulwama terror
attack, and LeT, responsible for
the 26/11 attack, were banned
by Pakistan, founders of both
the terrorist groups — Masood
Azhar and Hafiz Saeed respec-
tively — are roaming freely in
Pakistan and are patronised by
the Pakistan government as
well as military. Azhar is under-
going treatment for renal fail-
ure at the army base hospital in
Bahawalpur. The Pakistan
Government has re-branded
Hafiz Sayeed as a democrat by
fielding him in the last gener-
al elections. 
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Twitter Chief Eexecutive Officer
Jack Dorsey will not appear

before the Parliamentary panel on IT
on February 25, and instead the com-
pany is sending its Head of Public
Policy Colin Crowell. The
Parliamentary panel on Information
Technology had summoned Twitter
head Jack Dorsey to appear before it
on February 25, and had refused to
meet “junior officials” of the
microblogging site during its meet-
ing on February 11. 

The meeting had been called
against the backdrop of growing con-
cerns about safeguarding citizens’
data privacy and the possibility of
social media platforms being used to
interfere in the upcoming elections.
After this meeting, the panel is
expected to summon top exec-
utives of Facebook and
WhatsApp on March 5 to dis-
cuss similar issues.

Sources in the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), however, said
efforts were still on to have Dorsey
attend the meeting. On February 11,
the committee had refused to meet
junior officials from Twitter’s India
office who were present at the meet-
ing venue. During the meeting with
Twitter, the panel wants to examine
issues such as data privacy. It is also
seeking to better understand the

company’s business structure, includ-
ing whether it is a technology com-
pany or a media house.

The panel passed an unanimous
resolution that the micro-blogging
website’s CEO should make himself
available to show the company’s
seriousness in safeguarding rights of
Indian citizens online, they added.

As per the resolution, the panel
would hear only the Twitter CEO or
senior member of its global team
“who has decision making authori-
ty regarding Twitter’s operations in
India,” one of the sources had said,
according to news agency Press
Trust of India.

Even as it faces heat over allega-
tions of political bias in the country,
Twitter has maintained that it is com-
mitted to remain unbiased and that
its product as well as policies is never

based on political ideology.
The Government has been

taking a strong view of misuse
of social media platforms and
is also proposing to amend IT
rules to curb fake news and

increase accountability of such
apps.

Over the last few weeks,
Facebook, Twitter and Google have
promised to infuse more trans-
parency into political advertise-
ments on their platform, and
announced a slew of measures as part
of their election integrity efforts.

On Thursday, Twitter said it has

formed an internal, cross-function-
al group to lead “electoral integrity
work” in India that will proactively
support partner escalations, and
identify potential threats from mali-
cious actors.
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In a scathing attack on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,

Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Friday said the
“prime time minister” 
continued shooting for a film
till even three hours after news
of the Pulwama terror strike
came in.

There was an ocean of
pain in the country’s hearts and
in the homes of martyrs and he
was smiling and doing a photo
shoot in the waters, Rahul said
on Twitter with
#’PhotoShootSarkar’.

Adding to the controversy
surrounding PM Modi’s where-
abouts after the Pulwama
attack, Rahul tweeted four pho-
tographs of the Prime Minister
in Jim Corbett Park. 

Accompanying the pho-
tographs, Rahul wrote, “Even
three hours after the martyr-
dom of 40 soldiers in Pulwama,

‘prime time minister’ was
shooting for a film.”

“There was a sea of grief in
the hearts of Indians and
homes of the soldiers, and he
was smiling in his photoshoot
at a lake,” Rahul tweeted in
Hindi.  

Rahul went on to say, “A
river of mourning in the hearts
of the nation and the homes of
the martyrs and he [PM 
Modi] was laughing and 
getting a photo shoot done next
to a river.” 

This was a reference to
photos that show the prime
minister in a motorboat in the
Jim Corbett national park.

Congress’ chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala,
addressing a Press conference,
also claimed that the Prime
Minister continued to “have tea
and samosas at seven o’clock in
a PWD guest house when
every single Indian household
didn’t eat food (that day)”.
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While asserting that “lies”
need not to be responded

to, the BJP on Friday dismissed
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi’s claim that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi attend-
ed a photo shoot allegedly hours
after the Pulwama attack on
February 14 as “fake news” and
maintained that photographs
displayed by the Opposition
party were clicked in the morn-
ing ahead of the terror strikes.

“Rahul Ji, India is tired of
your fake news. Stop sharing
photos from that morning to
shamelessly mislead the nation.
Maybe you knew in advance of
the attack but people of India
got to know in the evening. Try
a better stunt next time, where
sacrifice of soldiers isn’t
involved,” the BJP tweeted.

The BJP hit back after the
Congress president called Modi
“prime time minister” and said
he continued shooting for a
film in Uttarakhand even three
hours after news of the
Pulwama terror strike came in. 

He also attached pho-
tographs of Modi attending
the photo-shoot and taking a
boat ride. BJP spokesperson
Sambit Patra dismissed as lies
the Congress’s claim that Prime
Minister  was “completely
oblivious” to the terror strike or
“insensitive” as he “continued”
with his prior engagements

after the attack, and asserted
that such lies need not be
responded to.

Patra also attacked West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and some other oppo-
sition leaders, claiming that
they have spoken on the same
lines as Pakistan has by ques-
tioning the timing of the attack.
The neighbouring country has
tried to link the attack with the
upcoming Lok Sabha polls in
India, he said, accusing the
Trinamool Congress president
of making similar comments.

He referred to the UN
Security Council’s strong con-
demnation of the terror attack
and naming of Pakistan-based
terror outfit Jaish-e-Mohammad
by the global body to under-
score the Modi Government’s
efforts to isolate Pakistan.

“On the one hand all coun-
tries are standing with India...
Humanity is standing with us,
some political parties for their
petty politics are not standing
with the country,” Patra said,
attacking the Congress.

Condemning media reports
that had done a caste-wise
analysis of the 40 CRPF per-
sonnel who were killed in the
attack, Patra alleged that the
Congress was behind it. “What
kind of articles the Congress is
getting printed,” he asked, say-
ing that Pakistan sees “casteism”
and “Hindu-Muslim” issues as
“faultlines” to weaken India.
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The Centre decided on Friday to keep in
abeyance the special powers given to the

Assam Rifles to arrest anyone and search a place
without warrant in northeastern States of
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Nagaland
and Mizoram, officials said.  The Home
Ministry will now revisit the issue with the con-
cerned state governments, which apparently
opposed the move to give sweeping powers to
the paramilitary force.

It has been decided that the enabling noti-
fications issued on February 19, giving powers
to Assam Rifles be kept in abeyance and the
entire matter be revisited in consultation with
the state governments concerned, a Home
Ministry official said.

While giving the powers to the Assam Rifles,
a Home Ministry notification had said, “An offi-
cer of the rank corresponding to that of the low-
est rank of members of the Assam Rifles” has
been given these powers under the Code of
Criminal Procedure. Assam Rifles personnel will
exercise these powers and discharge their
duties “under sub-section(1) of section 41, sec-
tions 47, 48, 49, 51, 53, 54, 149, 150, 151 and
152 of the CrPC within the local limits of the
area comprised within the border districts of
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Nagaland
and Mizoram”, the notification had said.

Officials said on Friday that powers under
CrPC were available to the Assam Rifles under
the Assam Rifles Act, 1941. However, after com-
ing into operation of the new Assam Rifles Act
2006, the issue of re-conferring these powers has
remained under consideration since then.

Recently, the issue has acquired urgency for
effective enforcement of Free Movement Regime
on the Indo-Myanmar border (on the 16 km belt
on either side).
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New Delhi: People can now file a
complaint with the Department of
Telecom (DoT) against offensive
messages received on WhatsApp. The
victim just needs to furnish a screen-
shot of the message along with the
mobile number and e-mail it to
ccaddn-dot@nic.In.

“If anyone is receiving abu-
sive/offensive/death threats/ vulgar
whatsapp messages ,please send
screen shots of the message along
with the mobile numbers at ccaddn-
dot@nic.In  “We will take it up with
the telecom operators and police
heads for necessary action,” DoT
Controller Communications Ashish
Joshi tweeted.

The move comes following many
public figures, including journalists,
complaining of receiving abusive
and threatening messages.
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In a second unsavoury inci-
dent of backlash after last

week’s Pulwama terror attack,
a journalist from Kashmir was
beaten up by some unknown
persons in Pune, even as three
Yuv Sena office bearers 
were arrested by the local
police at Yavatmal in eastern
Maharashtra on Friday 
in connection with
Wednesday’s assault on five
Kashmiri students.

Zibran Nazeer, a copy edi-
tor working with a national
English newspaper published
from Pune, was roughed up by
some unidentified persons.
The Pune police have not yet
identified the culprits behind
the incident.

The Yavatmal police,
meanwhile, arrested three Yuv
Sena office bearers, including
the one Ajinkya Motke, for
allegedly beating up four
Kashmiri students in
Waghapur Road area of the
eastern Maharashtra town.

On its part, the Shiv Sena
has expelled from the party the
Yuva Sena’s office-bears
involved in the assault incident.
In tweets put out on Friday,
Yuva Sena president Aditya
Thackeray said, “There was an
unfortunate incident yest in
Yavatmal, with some students
of Jammu & Kashmir. The
@ShivSena had issued a press
note yesterday itself which has-
n’t been printed today, may be
to further sensationalise the
issue or defame us, while ignor-
ing our disciplinary action”

“As of last evening, the
Party has sacked those involved
in the act. J&K is a part of India
and no Indian, or for that
matter, nobody should face
the brunt of anger that is
towards terrorism. We under-
stand the angst but it must be
against terror, not innocent
people,” Aditya added.

In all five Kashmiri students
— identified as Umar Nazeer
Ganai, Umar Rashid Dar,
Tajimullah Ali, Owas Mushtaq
and Amir Mulad — humiliated,
beaten up and forced by Yuv
Sena activists to raise slogans
like “Vande Mataram”,
“Hindustan zindabad” and
“Bharatmata ki Jai” at Yavatmal
on Wednesday night.

The victim students were
from Dayabhai Patel College of
Physical Education. The Yuv
Sena activists accosted them
near their rented homes in
Waghapur Road area of the
town and physically harassed
them as a mark of “protest”
against the Pulwama terror strike
in which 44 CRPF jawans were
killed. Two of the jawans from
the neighbouring Buldhana dis-
trict were among those killed in
the Pulwama attack.  

A clip of video footage
shot by the Yuv Sena activists
themselves went viral on social
media on Thursday. The
footage showed a local Yuv
Sena leader beating the
Kashmiri students and asking
them questions like to from
where they were, as to why they
had come to Yavatmal and
whether were they linked with
terrorists. “What is your name?
Why have you come here? You
should not come here.... What
connection do you with the ter-
rorists there?... You relatives are
killing our jawans there. Why
have you come here? How
many students are here like you
in Yavatmal”.

The replies from a student
like “I have to come to study
here... I am the son of a doctor.
I have not been to Kashmir for
the last one and a half
years...There are  15 to 20
Kashmiri students in Yavatmal (
the Yuv Sena leader tells the stu-
dent: Tell them not to be here),”
would not satisfy the Yuv Sena
leader who continued to beat
him and other students up.     
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Vijayakanth, convalescing
at his house in Chennai

suburb has become the most
sought after person in Tamil
Nadu politics. MK Stalin, pres-
ident of the DMK and Tamil
film’s all time great Rajnikanth
called on the ailing actor at his
residence on Friday as political
alliance formation in the State
for the Lok Sabha election
reached a feverish pitch.

Vijayakanth, founder of the
DMDK has not opened his
mind to the media. But news
trickling out of his
Virugambakkam residence
through emissaries of the
AIADMK, the DMK and the
BJP who met him to court him
to their fronts said that the actor
is adamant that he should get at
least seven seats and a Rajya
Sabha seat from the AIADMK.
This is what the AIADMK
allocated to the PMK on
Tuesday to ensure the Vanniyar
dominated party stays with the
front led by the ruling dispen-
sation in Tamil Nadu.

Stalin who called on

Vijayakanth told reporters that
there was no politics in his visit
to the actor’s residence. “We are
good friends for the last 35
years and imy visit was to
enquire about the health of
Vijayakanth,” said Stalin after
the meet.

As usual grapevines in
Chennai worked overtime and
came out with stories claiming
that Rajnikanth’s visit was as an
emissary of the BJP and he had
requested Vijayakanth to join
the AIADMK-led front.

“There is not a drop of pol-
itics in my visit to Vijayakanth’s
house,” said Rajnikanth.
Sources close to the the DMDK
first family (which include
Premalaltha Vijayakanth and
her brother T S Sudhhes) said
that the actor has demanded
seven Lok Sabha seats and
would not settle for anything
less. “He may come round and
join the front which pays him
the pound of flesh he demands.
This could be Lok Sabha seats
or in kind” said the source.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee once

again blamed the Narendra
Modi Government for allowing
the Pulwama attack to take
place and attacked the BJP for
trying to divide the electorate
by spreading hatred.

The Chief Minister who
was speaking at a mass gather-
ing at Tarakeshwar in Hooghly
district on Friday accused the
Centre of neglecting the secu-
rity issue that allowed the ter-
rorists to launch one of the
most dreaded attacks on the
Indian security forces in the
history of free India.

Wondering as to “what the
Government was doing before
the attack” and “why they did
not take adequate measures”
despite having prior reports
Banerjee said “they were all
doing politics and nothing else
over the issue.”

Accusing the BJP and the
RSS of fomenting communal
tension in Bengal by spreading
rumors Banerjee said, “I will do
everything for the people but I
will never allow riots to take
place in our State,” adding,
how a band of half-literate
people were feigning as cham-
pions of Hindu religion  in the
garb of saffron clothes.

“They have no sense of the
Hindu ethos, no knowledge of
the true Hindu scriptures. They

only know how to fan riots by
spreading rumors. But I will not
allow them to do so in Bengal,”
she said complaining how the
agents of the RSS and BJP were
spreading rumor of child-lifters
in parts of the State.

“As the Chief Minister I
have specific information that
they have let loose burqa-clad
people in the market to pass off
as child-lifters. Then they are
spreading rumors about these
child-lifters so as to incite peo-
ple and create a communal
disharmony,” Banerjee said
referring to the recent spate of
mass thrashing of alleged child-
lifters in parts of Bengal.

Attacking the BJP
Government for creating a mass
hysteria to turn the public atten-
tion from its failed promises

Banerjee asked, “What hap-
pened to the promise that you
(Modi) made to the people of
bringing back black money
from abroad and depositing Rs
15 lakh in each account.”

The Hindu ethos was
against violence she said asking
people to remain alert against
hate-rumors. “Even I am a
Hindu. Even we have seen
pujas in our houses since we
were children but our parents
never taught to hate other reli-
gions,” she said asking “who are
these people to dictate food
habits among others.”

Even the “monks of
Ramakrishna Mission and
Bharat Sevashram Sangha wear
saffron attire but they never
attack others’ religions because
they like true Hindus believe in
the unity of religions,” she said.

In the eight years of TMC
rule “not a single temple,
mosque or church was touched
in Bengal,” she said reminding
how her government helped in
renovating temples in the State,”
unlike the BJP which was pre-
occupied with religious divide.

Accusing the Centre of play-
ing political game with partial-
ly State-funded health schemes
like Ayushman Bharat Banerjee
said, “We don’t need Centre’s
dole … Ayushman Bharat letters
which come with pictures (of
political parties) will not run in
Bengal,” reminding half of the
central health scheme was fund-
ed by the State Government.
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In a revolutionary first step
that could go a distance in

restoring women’s pride in the
Indian family system, 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Friday unfolded a
family health scheme that
would primarily revolve
around the main woman of the
family.

In what she called a card
issued in the name of the
“woman head of the family” the
newly devised smart health
card would take care of health
expenses of up to Rs 5 lakh in
a given family. The card issued
to the woman would take care
not only of her marital family
but also of her biological par-
ents, she said.

“This is a great step for-
ward towards women’s empow-
erment,” Banerjee said, adding
the person who would be
issued the card would be con-
sidered as the head of the fam-
ily and “it would not only take
care of her marital family but
also of her parents as often such
parents become helpless in
their old age.”

Listing how her
Government’s achievements
have been acknowledged inter-
nationally Banerjee said the
Utkarsh Bangla scheme like the
earlier Kanyashree plan had
won UN awards. On social wel-
fare she said how “about 8 crore
people of the State get Rs 2 per
kg rice” and her Government
had waived the taxes on farm
land. 
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Two suspects with alleged links with terror outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammad were arrested from Deoband, in

Saharanpur in a swoop by an Anti-Terrorist Squad led by
IG Aseem Arun in the intervening night of Thursday-
Friday. Posing as students without taking admission any-
where, the duo were staying in Deoband and were engaged
in recruiting new faces for their organisation. 

Chats linked to jehad, videos, pictures linked with JeM
and two 30 calibre pistols and 30 cartridges were also recov-
ered from their possession.

DGP OP Singh told the media in Lucknow on Friday
that the UP ATS had arrested Shahnawaz Ahmad Teli of
Kulgam district and Aquib Ahmad Malik from Pulwama
district of Jammu and Kashmir and they were aged
between 20 and 25 years. 

Singh said the Jammu and Kashmir Police was being
contacted to get more inputs about the arrested duo. He
also said that information about their period of stay in
Deoband was also being collected.  

“The ATS got a tip-off about the two from an alert
student after which a probe was initiated. IG (ATS) Aseem
Arun reached Saharanpur to verify the credentials of the
youths, who posed as students. After days of surveillance,
both were arrested. 

Asked whether the two were involved in the recent
Pulwama terror attack, the DGP said, “It is difficult to tell
whether they came here before the terror attack or after
that. A probe is on to ascertain that.” 

“Both are being grilled about their arrival in the state
from Kashmir, how many other members are involved, was
anyone recruited by them for JeM, where did the fund-
ing come from, what was its quantum and what was their
target after recruitment,” the DGP said.
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Congress general secretary in
charge of UP east, Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra, has rejected a proposal
to replace UPCC chief Raj Babbar,
saying he will continue till the Lok
Sabha polls are over. 

Sources in the party said that
Priyanka also shot down a proposal
for appointing another party chief to
oversee east UP.

At a meeting convened to discuss
Lok Sabha elections at Congress War
Room at 15, Gurudwara 
Rakabganj Road in New Delhi on
Thursday, Priyanka along with
Congress general secretary in charge
of UP west, Jyotiraditya Scindia, and
UP Congress chief Raj Babbar sat
down to thrash out strategies for the
upcoming polls. 

After hectic deliberations, the
meeting ended around Thursday
midnight.

The discussion also veered
around a possible replacement of
Babbar, but it was set aside as little
time was left for the general elections. 

The idea of having two state
chiefs for Uttar Pradesh was also
brushed aside.

The sources said that Congress
workers, during their discussions
with Priyanka, had appreciated
Babbar’s role as an influential cam-
paigner but were critical of his abil-
ity to manage the organisation. 
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Realising that Uttar Pradesh
is crucial for the party,

senior leaders of Bharatiya
Janata Party, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
party president Amit Shah,
will criss-cross the state in the
next few days, holding rallies
and launching the ambitious
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi
Scheme.

PM Modi will be visiting
the State twice. On February 24,
he will be visiting Gorakhpur to
launch the PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi Yojana on the concluding
day of BJP’s Kisan Morcha con-
vention and later he will visit
Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj.

Four days later, on
February 28, the Prime
Minister will interact with
youths of Uttar Pradesh
through video conferencing
from New Delhi and on March
3, Modi will address a public
meeting in Amethi, the parlia-
mentary constituency of
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi.

On the other hand, Amit
Shah will be visiting UP twice
this month — on Saturday
and on February 26. On
Saturday morning, Shah will
attend a function of Co-oper-
ative Bank in Lucknow and
later visit Gorakhpur the same
evening. On February 26, Shah
is scheduled to visit Ghazipur.

In Gorakhpur, Shah will
inaugurate the national con-
vention of Kisan Morcha while
in Ghazipur, the BJP president
will attend Kamal Jyoti pro-
gramme.

Meanwhile, Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh will
also be visiting his parliamen-
tary constituency Lucknow for
two days from Sunday. He will
inaugurate many development
projects and address a BJP
workers’ meet of Awadh region.
He will leave for New Delhi on
Monday evening.(�����		����	
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Aconsortium of banks
is considering an

interim funding of �500
crore for debt-laden Jet
Airways but a final deci-
sion is yet to be taken,
Punjab National Bank
Managing Director Sunil
Mehta said on Friday.

PNB is part of the
lenders’ consortium, led
by State Bank of India
(SBI), that has extended
loans to the airline.

The full service carri-
er is looking to raise funds
and restructure its debt.

Regarding Jet
Airways, Mehta said the
consortium is looking at
the entire process and some-
thing is being worked out.

“Of course, (the) consor-
tium is in favour (of interim
funding). It is a going concern
and we would like to preserve
its (airline’s) value,” he said.

About interim funding for
the carrier, Mehta said, “it is too
premature to tell you about that
plan” and the bankers are
already working on it.

The SBI has taken a lead on
it, and let the entire plan be

worked out, he said, adding
that it would be too early to
announce the timings.

“�500 crore that you are
talking about is the interim
funding but banks are looking
at the long term resolution of
the issues for which the plan is
already in place for discus-
sions,” he noted.

He was responding to a
query about the banks’ extend-
ing interim funding to Jet
Airways.

On February 14, the board
of Jet Airways approved a
Bank-Led Provisional
Resolution Plan (BLPRP),
whereby lenders would become
the largest shareholders in the
airline.

Lenders are to convert
part of the airline’s debt into
11.4 crore shares at a consid-
eration of �1 apiece as per RBI
norms. 

Later, appropriate interim
credit facilities by domestic
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lenders would be sanctioned
to the airline, as per a regula-
tory f i l ing made on 
February 14. 

The extraordinary meeting
of Jet Airways shareholders
was held on February 21 where
various proposals were dis-
cussed. The results of the vot-
ing on the proposals would be
released on Saturday. 

De l h i ’s
l a t e s t
tourist

a t t r a c t i o n ,
c ompr i s i ng
the replicas of
the Taj Mahal,
the Great
Pyramid of
Giza,  Eif fel
T o w e r ,
L e a n i n g
Tower of Pisa,
Christ  the
R e d e e m e r
statue of Rio
de Janeiro,
R o m e ’ s
C o l o s s e u m
and Statute of
Liberty is now
opened to the
public.

Lauding the efforts of the
South delhi  Municipal
Corporation (SDMC), the
Union Home Minister said
that the development of this
park will provide a boost to
the ‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’.
He said that it is time to
move forward towards waste
to wealth. “The SDMC has not
only utilised waste piled up at
landfill sites but has con-
tributed substantially in con-
taining air pollution,” he said. 

The Lieutenant Governor
of Delhi, Anil Baijal said
that this park is itself a won-
der.  He appreciated the
development of waste to

wonder park and underlined
the need for putting in place
a proper mechanism of
maintenance.

A senior SDMC official
said that the seven replicas are
made of 150 tonnes of scraps
of automobile parts and other
metal waste like fans, rods,
iron sheets, nut-bolts, bicycle
and bike parts and age-old
appliances. “The replicas have
been fabricated artistically
and the park has been com-
missioned in six months,” he
said.

To avoid the rush of vis-
itors, the civic body has
decided to charge �50 for
adults and �25 for children

(3-12 years) as an entry fee.
However, senior citizens and
children of corporation-run
schools will not be charged
any amount.

In order to light the park,
the SDMC has installed solar
trees and rooftop panels that
will generate 50 KW powers.
The surplus power will be sold
to the power distribution
companies to earn revenue,
the official said.

Highlighting the steps
taken to manage solid waste,
SDMC Commissioner, Dr
Puneet Kumar Goel said that
the SDMC will achieve 100
per cent target of waste pro-
cessing in the next year.
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Niti Aayog vice chairman
Rajiv Kumar on Friday

made a strong case for setting
up of an independent debt
management office outside the
purview of Reserve Bank of
India,  saying it was “an idea
whose time has come”.

The idea of a Public Debt
Management Agency (PDMA)
was proposed by Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley in his
February 2015 Budget speech,
though it has not yet been
implemented.

“...It is important for this
particular office be separate,
because then you can pay

much more attention on
public debt management.
That will help the govern-
ment in bring down cost of
its debt,” Kumar said at an
event organised by Niti
Aayog here.

At present, the govern-
ment debt, including market
borrowing, is managed by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).

The Government has to
decide how to segregate dif-
ferent functions of the RBI,
Kumar said adding that gov-
ernment been very courageous
to give the central bank the
statutory authority for the infla-
tion targeting.
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The rupee on Friday gained 10 paise to close
at 71.14 against the US dollar on heavy for-

eign capital inflows after growing expectations
that the Federal Reserve would keep interest rate
on hold this year.

A strengthening dollar ahead of the US-
China trade talks and surging crude oil prices,
however, restricted the rupee gains.

Foreign portfolio investors pumped in a huge
�6,311.01 crore into capital markets Friday, pro-
visional exchange data showed.   

Analysts said that weak US economic data
propped up expectations that the
US Fed would keep the rate
steady this year. The Fed minutes
this week had also called for
patience over tightening of rates
in view of slowing global eco-
nomic growth. 
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Left-arm spinner Ekta Bisht
snared four wickets as

Indian bowlers dished out a
clinical effort to beat England
by 66 runs in the first ODI of
the ICC Women's
Championship here on
Friday.

Bisht returned with
impressive figures of four for
25 to help Indian women
defend a modest a 203-run
target by bundling out
England women for a paltry
136 in 41 overs to take a 1-0
lead in the three-match series.

Bisht was ably supported
by pacer Shikha Pandey
(2/21), Deepti Sharma (2/33)
and veteran Jhulan Goswami
(1/19) as India comfortably
grabbed two points in the
ICC Women's
Championship.

For the visitors, Natalie
Sciver top-scored with a 66-
ball 44, while skipper Heather
Knight remained unbeaten
on 39.

Chasing the modest tar-
get, England, in fact, were in
a comfortable position at 111
for three by the end of the
30th over before the visitors
crumbled like a pack of cards,
losing their last seven
batswomen for just 24 runs to
surrender the match.

Bisht wrecked England
women by taking three wick-
ets in a span of five balls in the
41st over to register the com-
fortable win for her side.

Earlier, young Jemimah
Rodrigues top-scored for
Indian women, scoring 48 off

58 balls while skipper Mithali
Raj made 44 off 77 deliveries.

Asked to bat, openers
Smriti Mandhana (24) and
Rodrigues (48) gave a steady
start to India's innings shar-
ing 69 runs for the opening
wicket.

But just after the drinks
break, Mandhana played on
a Georgia Elwiss delivery

while going for a pull.
India then lost Deepti

Sharma (7), who was
stumped by Sarah Taylor off
Sophie Ecclestone.

Ecclestone, stuck in her
very next over, removing a
well-set Jemimah as India
slumped to 92 for 3.

Then Sciver struck twice
in the 22nd over -- first

removing debutant Harleen
Deol (2) and then Mona
Meshram (0) as India looked
in a spot of bother.

But Raj and wicket-keep-
er Bhatia then joined hands
and steadied the ship with a
54-run stand off 94 balls for
the sixth wicket.

Raj, who struck four
boundaries, was poised for

another fifty before she was
trapped in front of the wick-
et by Elwiss in the 42nd over.

After Raj's dismissal,
wickets kept tumbling at the
other end before Goswami
chipped in with a handy 30-
run knock off 37 balls, which
included three fours and a six,
to take the hosts past the 200-
run mark. 
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Left-arm orthodox bowler
Ekta Bisht, who starred

in India women's 66-run
win over England women in
the opening ODI here on
Friday, said this was the first
time she had scalped three
wickets in an over in the
fifty over format although
she has a hat-trick in T20
cricket.

The 33-year-old left arm
spinner from Uttar Pradesh,
who finished with fine fig-
ures of four for 25 against
the current world champi-
ons, also credited newly-
appointed coach W V
Raman, for her success.

"I have taken a hat-trick
in T20, but this is the first
time in ODIs that I have
taken three wickets in an
over. But, I have figures of 10
overs, 8 runs and 5 wickets
against Pakistan," the
Almora-born Bisht told

reporters at the post match
media conference.

Bisht took three wickets
in the 41st over to seal
India's win and help the
hosts take a 1-0 lead in the
three-match series, and
more importantly, grab two
points in the ICC Women's
Championship.

"Whenever Raman sir

finds any fault, he makes it
a point to come and rectify
those errors. He stresses on
little points and that helps
us. Earlier, I was bowling
sideways, but he told me to
change that action a bit and
that helped," said Bisht,
crediting Raman, who start-
ed his career as a left-arm
spinner.

Bisht also said that they
expected the pitch to help
the spinners later in the
day.

"In the morning it
looked the ball would skid.
But later, when I spoke to
Poonam (Yadav) and other
spinners, we figured out
that we will reap benefits in
the second innings. With

time, it will turn and it hap-
pened that way. Even other
bowlers got help," she
added.

She also praised pacers
Jhulan Goswami and Shikha
Pandey for bowling well up
front.

"When they were three
down for 114, we decided
not to give up. We fielded
well and bowlers like Jhulan
di and Shikha backed us
well. Shikha bowled very
well," Bisht said.

"Jhulan di and Shikha
gave breakthroughs and
took key wickets. When I
came in the 11th over, my
target was to keep up the
pressure. I did not go for
wickets. The idea was to
restrict runs. Initially I
bowled slow, but in the sec-
ond spell the wicket had
dried up. Then, I bowled my
normal deliveries and did
not try too many varia-
tions." 
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Undeterred by the 66-run loss in
the opening women's ODI

international against India, England
skipper Heather Knight on Friday
said the World Cup holders are
capable of bouncing back in the
three-match series.

"The total was perfectly
chaseable. We lost the first game in
the World Cup. We have lost games
earlier in the series and come back
as well. We are taking one game at
a time. We need to build partner-
ships," Knight said at the post-match
conference.

"We bowled well, but were
unlucky not to take more wickets up
front. But we were more than happy
with 200 (plus) to chase," insisted
Heather, who remained unbeaten
on 39 in 66 balls.

Conceding that the team were
unable to play spin well on Friday,
Heather said the key was to play a
couple of overs to gauge the turn
and bounce.

"I don't think we played it

(spin) particularly well today. The
pitch started to turn and deteriorat-
ed too. There was inconsistent spin
as well which makes it harder. It was

sticky, it turned but once you got to
play 15-20 balls it became easier to
play shots. The first 10-15 balls were
the key," she said. 
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Sarfaraz Ahmed is "disap-
pointed" that cricket is

being targeted after the
Pulwama terror attack and
said the high-profile India-
Pakistan World Cup game
should go ahead as planned
despite calls for the match's
boycott from several quarters
of the neighbouring country.

The Pakistan captain
insisted that sports should
never be mixed with politics
and said in the interest of the
cricket crazy fans of both the
countries, the match should be
played.

"The India and Pakistan
match should be played as per
schedule as there are millions
of people who want to watch
this game. I just don't think
cricket should be targeted for
political gains," Sarfaraz told
the CricketPakistan.Com.Pk
website.

"It is disappointing to see
cricket being targeted after
the Pulwama incident. I don't
recall Pakistan ever mixing
sports with politics," he said.

The fate of the much-
anticipated World Cup match
to be held on June 16 at the
Old Trafford lies in limbo
after several former Indian
cricketers called for its boycott
in the aftermath of the ghast-
ly terror attack.

"Sports should just be

taken as sports," Sarfaraz
added.

The call to boycott the
match has come from some
prominent names in Indian
cricket such as senior off-
spinner Harbhajan Singh and
former captain Mohammed
Azharuddin.

But offering a different
view, batting great Sunil
Gavaskar and Sachin
Tendulkar have stated that
India should not hand over
points to Pakistan by boy-
cotting the game. They, how-
ever, advocated continued
shunning of bilateral cricket
ties.

Former Pakistan captain
and batting great Javed
Miandad too was of the view
that the game shouldn't be tar-
geted.

"I felt bad after hearing
about our pictures being
removed from their (Indian)
stadiums. Now this talk of
boycotting the World Cup. I
think India need to understand
they can face consequences of
such an action," Miandad said.

"I don't understand the
mindset. Do they really think
they (India) can get away with-
out playing the World Cup
match?" he asked.

He said India need to
change its policy of mixing
sports with politics.

"I just hope better sense
prevails." 
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The National Olympic Association of
Pakistan (POA) on Friday support-

ed its parent body IOC for removing
Olympic quotas in the men's 25m
rapid fire pistol event of the ongoing
ISSF World Cup in Delhi, where its
country's shooters could not compete
due to visa issues.

POA President, General (retd) Arif
Hasan, said it was disappointing that
two Pakistani shooters were not allowed
to participate in the ISSF event in Delhi.

The Indian High Commission did-
n't issue visa to the two shooters and
team manager after the Indian Shooting
body, NRAI, had assured the
International Shooting Federation
(ISSF) that it had got clearance from the
host country's home ministry for the
visa. 

"We were very disappointed once
our athletes were not allowed to partic-
ipate for an event for which they had
been preparing for a very long time. We
have always been of the view that
sports must be used as a means to build
bridges between communities and
countries," Arif Hasan said in a state-
ment.

"Greatly disappointed we had no
option left but to refer the matter to the
IOC. As a consequence, the IOC
Executive Board took a very prudent
and balanced decision," he said. We are
very grateful to the IOC for this very
well considered decision whereby the
right of athletes to participate without
any let or hindrance has been upheld."

Pakistan had nominated Ghulam
Mustafa Bashir and Muhammad Khalil
Akhtar, to contest in the 25m rapid fire
pistol event. 
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The Committee of
Administrators (CoA) run-

ning Indian cricket on Friday
decided against taking any
stand on the World Cup clash
against Pakistan but urged the
ICC and other nations to "sever
ties" with countries from where
"terrorism emanates".

There has been a call to
boycott the June 16 World Cup
face-off against Pakistan at the
Old Trafford in the aftermath
of the Pulwama terror attack,
which killed more than 40
CRPF personnel.

In a meeting to address the
spiralling speculation around
the match, the CoA deliberat-
ed on the matter but did not
take any position for now.

"The 16th of June is very far
away. We will take a call on that
much later and in consultation
with the government," CoA
chief Vinod Rai said after the
meeting.

Asked if players have
been consulted on the
issue, Rai replied in the
negative.

"In an e-mail to the
ICC, we have expressed
our concerns about the
terrorist attack that has
taken place. We are
telling them that security
of players and match offi-
cials should be appropriately
taken care of," Rai said.

"And number two, we must
sever ties with nations from
which such terrorism
emanates. We will express our
concern on an appropriate
forum," Rai said indicating
that the matter will be raised at
the ICC quarterly Board meet-
ing in Dubai.

The ICC meeting is sched-
uled to be held from

February 26 to March 2.
In the mail sent to

the world body, BCCI
said it is concerned

about the security of
Indian players heading
into the World Cup.

"BCCI fears for the
safety and security of
players and match offi-
cials participating in

upcoming ICC events
including the ICC Cricket

World Cup 2019. Most coun-
tries from which the members
of the ICC hail (including
United Kingdom) have strong-
ly condemned this terrorist
attack and expressed solidari-
ty with India," the letter stated.

"The BCCI trusts that the
ICC and ECB will ensure that
the most robust security is

provided to players, match
officials and fans of Indian
cricket for the upcoming World
Cup," it said.

It was a foregone conclu-
sion that CoA would not take
any decision on the matter as
the ICC can't ban Pakistan as
per rules.

"We can never win a floor
Test if we try and pass a reso-
lution  to ban Pakistan from the
World Cup. We currently don't
have majority in ICC. In fact,
ICC chairman Shashank
Manohar, in his individual
capacity, has more votes than
BCCI at the present moment,"
a senior BCCI official said.

It is understood that BCCI
officials are also concerned
that such a stand might cost
them the hosting rights of the
2021 Champions Trophy and
the 2023 World Cup.
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The denial of visas to Pakistani shoot-
ers in the Delhi World Cup has jeop-

ardised India's chances of hosting the
Olympics or any global event with the
International Olympic Committee
(IOC) suspending all such discussions
with the country and recommending
that no big tournament be awarded to
it.

India denied visas to Pakistani
shooters for the World Cup
that starts on Saturday in
the wake of the Pulwama
terror attack. As a result,
the IOC revoked the two
Olympic quotas on offer in the
men's 25m Rapid Fire Pistol com-
petition of the event.

However, the bigger repercussion
was the world body's declaration that it
would not engage with India on discus-
sions to host major events. The coun-
try aspires to host the 2026 Youth
Olympics, the 2032 Summer Olympics
and the 2030 Asian Games.

The Indian Olympic Association
(IOA) has already sent an expression of
interest to the IOC for the 2032 Games
and the bidding process for the 2026
showpiece is expected to start next year.

The IOC said its stand against the
country will remain until clear "written
guarantees are obtained from the Indian
government to ensure the entry of all
participants in such events in full com-
pliance with the rules of the Olympic
charter."

"This situation (at the ISSF World
Cup) goes against the fundamental
principles of the Olympic charter, in par-
ticular the principles of non-discrimi-
nation...," the IOC stated after a meet-
ing of its executive board in Lausanne
on Thursday evening.

"As a result, the IOC executive
board also decided to suspend all dis-
cussions with the Indian NOC and gov-
ernment regarding the potential appli-

cations for hosting future sports and
Olympic-related events in India...," it
added.

The world body also urged the
international federations to neither
award nor hold sports events in India
until the "guarantees are obtained."

The Indian Olympic Association
expressed helplessness but did say that
the current situation does not look good
for the country's sporting future.

"We have tried our best but ulti-
mately it is the government  (which has
to grant visas). It is a dangerous situa-
tion for all sport in the country," IOA
Secretary General Rajeev Mehta said in

Delhi.
"In addition to not being able to host

events in India, there may be problems
for our athletes to take part in interna-
tional events. We will approach the gov-
ernment again so that the situation does
not reach that far.

"It is a violation of Olympic Charter
and the country's image has been low-
ered. If the Indian government does not
give guarantees within 15 to 20 days,
another letter may come from IOC," he
added. Besides their aspiration to host
the Olympics, India already have the
hosting rights of the 2021 men's world
boxing championships.
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The IPL will not have an
opening ceremony this

year after the Committee of
Administrators (CoA) run-
ning Indian cricket on Friday
decided to allocate the money
set aside for it to the families
of the CRPF personnel killed
in the Pulwama terror attack.

The opening ceremonies
of the cash-rich T20 league are
a heady mix glitz and glamour
with performances by
Bollywood stars being the
highlight.

However, as a mark of

respect to the slain CRPF
men, it has been decided to
scrap the ceremony for the
event's 12th edition begin-
ning March 23.

"We will not have any
inaugural function for the IPL
and the money budgeted for
that goes to the martyrs' fam-
ilies," said Committee of
Administrators chairman
Vinod Rai.

It was BCCI acting presi-
dent CK Khanna, who had
officially made the proposal to
donate at least �5 crore for the
martyr's families.

It is learnt that 2018 IPL
opening ceremony's budget
was in the tune of �15 crore
and something similar to that
amount will be donated.
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Anjum Moudgil,  Apur vi
Chandela and Elavenil

Valaraivan will lead India's
charge in women's 10m air rifle
event on the first day of compe-
tition at the season-opening ISSF
shooting World Cup on Saturday.

The immensely
talented Mehuli
Ghosh will shoot in
M i n i m u m
Qualification Score
(MQS) at the Dr
Karni Singh Range.

They are among
102 competitors from 44 nations
in the fray in the women's 10m
event. India have secured both
their Olympic quotas in the
event through Moudgil and
Chandela at  the World
Championships last September.

Besides the men's 25m rapid
fire pistol and the two 10m
mixed team air rifle and air pis-
tol events, the rest of the seven
events in the five-day competi-
tion will distribute two Olympic
quotas each.

India will compete for 12
quotas in six events, besides try-
ing to win medals.
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The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) decided against

withdrawing all the Olympic quotas
from the shooting World Cup here
and revoked just two after visas were
denied to Pakistani shooters in the
aftermath of the Pulwama terror

attack.
Within hours of

International Shooting
Federation (ISSF) President

Vladimir Lisin's declaration
that all the 16 quotas have been

revoked due to the situation with
Pakistan, the IOC said the Olympic
qualification status has been with-
drawn from only the men's 25m Rapid
Fire Pistol event. This event had two
spots on offer.

"The IOC restricted the with-
drawal of recognition as an Olympic
qualification event to the 25m rapid
fire pistol competition in which the
two Pakistani athletes were supposed
to participate," the IOC said in a state-
ment after its executive board meet-
ing in Lausanne, Switzerland.

"This happened in the interest of
the other 500 athletes from 61 coun-
tries participating in the other events
who are already in India for their com-
petition," it added.

The National Rifles Association of
India (NRAI) heaved a sigh of relief
a day before the start of the competi-
tion.

"The Organising Committee of
the New Delhi World Cup wishes to
unequivocally thank the ISSF
President Vladimir Lisin, the ISSF
Secretary General Alexander Ratner,
the IOA President Dr Narinder Batra,
and the Minister for Youth Affairs and
Sports Col (Retd) RVS Rathore for
ensuring the best possible outcome to
a vexed and complexed scenario,"
NRAI President Raninder Singh said.
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Arsenal and Chelsea reached the
last 16 of the Europa League on
Thursday after the Gunners

comfortably saw off BATE Borisov 3-
0 and Maurizio Sarri's troubled side
relieved some of the pressure on him
with the same scoreline against
mediocre Malmo.

After falling 1-0 in Belarus, Arsenal
was level on aggregate after just three
minutes when Zakhar Volkov sliced
Aubameyang's low cross past Denis
Scherbitski in his own goal.

Unai Emery's side deservedly went
through thanks to two thumping head-
ers from Shkodran Mustafi and Sokratis
either side of the break which put
them into Friday's draw.

Ahead 2-1 from the first leg
in Sweden, Chelsea had to wait
until 10 minutes after the break
for the first sign of excitement,
Olivier Giroud tapping in the
decisive goal of a humdrum
encounter at Stamford Bridge.

Ross Barkley made sure of the win
with a super free-kick in the 74th
minute, just after Malmo's Rasmus
Bengtsson was sent off for his second
bookable offence, before 18-year-old
Hudson-Odoi made the most of a rare
start by crashing home the third.

Carlo Ancelotti's Napoli breezed to
a 2-0 win over FC Zurich that saw them
win 5-1 on aggregate, while Inter
Milan went through 5-0 after sweep-
ing four goals past Rapid Vienna with-
out reply at the San Siro.
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French side Rennes are into the last

16 of a major European tournament for
the first time after winning possibly the
most entertaining tie of the round 6-4
on aggregate following a barnstorming
3-1 win at Real Betis.

Goals from Ramy Bensebaini and
Adrien Hunou fired Rennes into a two-
goal lead within the opening half-hour
but the tie was put back in the balance
when Giovani Lo Celso pulled one back
four minutes before half-time.

With Betis pushing to equalise and
go through on away goals, M'Baye
Niang finished off an injury time
break to see the mid-table Ligue 1 side
through.

RB Salzburg, Dinamo Zagreb and
Zenit Saint Petersburg all overturned

first-leg deficits, with Austrians
Salzburg hammering Club Brugge 4-0
to go through 5-2 and Croatian cham-
pions Dinamo 4-2 winners on aggre-
gate after a storming 3-0 victory over
Viktoria Plzen.

Zenit overcame Fenerbahce 3-1 in
Russia, Magomed Ozdoev and Sardar
Azmoun giving the hosts an aggregate
lead before Mehmet Topal put the
Turks ahead on away goals just before
the break.

Pablo Fornals snuck Villarreal
past Sporting Lisbon with a fine curl-
ing strike that gave the La Liga side a
1-1 draw on the night and a 2-1 win
overall, while Benfica eased past
Galatasaray 2-1 after a goalless draw in
Portugal.

Krasnodar shocked Bundesliga
outfit Bayer Leverkusen with a 1-1
draw that saw them through on away
goals.

Eintracht Frankfurt saved

Germany's blushes by sweeping past
Shakhtar Donetsk with a pulsating 4-
1 win that gave them side a 6-3 aggre-
gate victory.

Scotland's participation in Europe
ended after 10-man Celtic fell 1-0 at
Valencia, already 2-0 up from the first
leg in Glasgow and winners in Spain
thanks to Kevin Gameiro's 70th-
minute strike.
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Hanuma Vihari has been punching above his weight ever
since he made his India debut and that's why he is ready

to deal with "low expectations" in a bid to change the pop-
ular perception of not being good enough for the T20 for-
mat in the upcoming IPL.

Vihari is back in the IPL, which starts March 23, with
the Delhi Capitals after going unsold at the auction for three
years primarily due to an unimpressive strike rate of sub
100.

"I think because of the slow strike-rate of the past, peo-
ple won't have expectations from me, which can be a great
thing. I take it positively, because now I have a chance to
prove them all wrong," Vihari said.

The Delhi Capitals have a star-studded top order with
Shikhar Dhawan, Prithvi
Shaw, skipper Shreyas Iyer
and the indomitable
Rishabh Pant in the ranks.

Vihari knows it will be
a fight to get into the play-
ing XI but he is ready to
don the role of a finisher
the same way he agreed to
open in unfamiliar condi-
tions in Melbourne.

"Honestly, given that I
am playing the IPL after a
three-year gap, I am ready
to go out there and bat any-
where the management
asks me to, whether it's at
the top of the order, or in
the role of a finisher.

"On my part, I am really in a great mental space and
a great position as far as my game is concerned. I am real-
ly well-prepared for everything right now," the 25-year-old
Andhra batsman said.

He was a part of Sunrisers Hyderabad in 2013 but a
lot has changed since then. He has scored loads of runs
for India A and also struck a fifty against England on his
Test debut.

"I am excited, and fully ready for the season ahead with
Delhi Capitals. Mainly because in these three years, I have
developed so much as a player.

"I am much more confident of performing now. Also,
we have a great mix of Indian and foreign players. I am
really looking forward to playing under Shreyas and Ricky's
(Ricky Ponting) leadership," Vihari said.

Vihari feels his India stint will make a difference as
it has upped his confidence so necessary in a slam-bang
tournament. "It gives me a huge boost for sure. I think things
have worked out quite timely for me. The IPL opportuni-
ty could not have come to me at a better time."

He is most comfortable in the middle order but won't
mind facing the red cherry at the start of an innings if asked
to do so once again.

"Yes, I will do whatever is needed for the team. These
are situations you face as a sportsman, and you have got
to learn to accept it. I don't want to be tagged as the guy
who is not a team man," Vihari said with conviction.
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Dashing Australian bats-
man D'Arcy Short is

working on his left-arm spin
bowling with former India
tweaker Sridharan Sriram to
enhance selection in the
team for the limited over
series starting with the first
T20I in Vizag on Sunday.

"I did a lot of work with
him (Sriram) in the A tour
in August and September.
That was good then and I've
done a bit of work with him
yesterday and today, just
refining things and getting a
little bit better," he was quot-
ed as saying by
cricket.Com.Au.

"If I can give two or
three overs or even four or
five in one-day cricket then
it's always going to help my
selection in the end and
hopefully it goes in my favour," added
Short, who is in the 15-man squad as
cover for Shaun Marsh.

The 28-year-old has claimed 10
wickets in 15 games for Hobart

Hurricanes this season
besides amassing 637
runs at 53.08 and a
strike rate of 140.61.

Sriram said Short
can offer a lot to the
team with his spin
bowling.

"We've seen in the
Big Bash, he's bowled a
lot more than the pre-
vious years which I
think is a very good
sign for our cricket
team going forward,"
he said.

"He's come a long
way. One of the main
things we talked about
was aligning his tech-
nique and then consis-
tency of length.

"If he can do that
and spin the ball both
ways, which he does,
when he's bowling at

his best I think he offers a lot to the team
along with his batting."

Australia will play second T20I on
February 27 at Bangalore, before compet-
ing in the five-ODI series next month.
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Cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar
on Friday said he would "hate" to

see India concede two points to
Pakistan by not playing them in the
upcoming World Cup as such a move
would only help the arch-rivals in the
mega-event.

Tendulkar endorsed Sunil
Gavaskar's view that India would be
better off beating Pakistan in the
World Cup than forfeiting the June
16 tie in the wake of the Pulwama
terror attack.

"India has always come up
trumps against Pakistan in the World
Cup. Time to beat them once again.
Would personally hate to give them
two points and help them in the
tournament," said Tendulkar.

"Having said that, for me India
always comes first, so whatever my
country decides, I will back that deci-
sion with all my heart," the legendary
batsman added.

While the likes of Harbhajan
Singh and Yuzvendra Chahal have
called for complete cricketing boy-
cott of Pakistan, Gavaskar on
Thursday said India will be the
loser if they decide to not play
against Pakistan on June 16.

"Who wins if India decide
against playing Pakistan in the World
Cup? And I am not even talking
about the semis and the finals. Who
wins? Pakistan win because they get
two points," Gavaskar had told 'India
Today'.

"India have so far beaten
Pakistan every time in a World Cup,
so we are actually conceding two
points when by beating Pakistan, we
could make sure that they don't
advance in the competition," he had
said.
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Led by pacer Dhawal Kulkarni,
Mumbai defended a modest 156-run

target as they defeated Punjab by 35 runs
in their Group C match, registering their
second successive win.

In another Group C game, Test spe-
cialist Cheteshwar Pujara, who had hit
an unbeaten 100 in 61 balls against

Railways, continued his good
form as he scored 68 to help
Saurashtra defeat Madhya
Pradesh by 6 wickets.

This was Saurashtra's first
win in the tournament.

On Thursday, Mumbai had kicked-
off their campaign on a winning note,
thrashing minnows Sikkim by a stagger-
ing 154 runs.

Asked to bat first, Punjab bowlers
led by  Baltej Singh (3-30) and left-arm
seamer Barinder  Sran (3-34) dished out
a clinical performance as they bundled
out a formidable Mumbai for a modest
155 in their 20 overs Friday.

Surya Kumar Yadav was Mumbai's
top-scorer as he hit a quick-fire 80 in just
49 balls and stitched a crucial 126- run
stand for the third wicket with in-form
Shreyas Iyer (46).

After Iyer's dismissal, `crisis man'
Siddhesh Lad went for a duck and then
Mumbai lost wickets in a heap and even-
tually folded up for 155.

Unheralded 18-year-old Punjab
opener Prabhsimran Singh, who has
been picked by Mumbai Indians, gave
Mumbai a scare with a blazing 54 in just
20 balls, an innings studded with six
boundaries and four sixes.

But he lacked support from other
end. All other Punjab batsmen, includ-
ing Yuvraj Singh, had an off-day in office
as their innings folded up at 120.

Kulkarni (4-22) was ably support-
ed by Shubham Ranjane (2-14), while
Shams Mulani , Shardul Thakur  picked
a wicket each.
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Skipper Ishan Kishan blasted a 55-
ball 100 (8X4, 7X6) to power

Jharkhand to a facile nine-wicket win
over Jammu and Kashmir in a Group
'A' match on Friday.

In other matches, Delhi routed
Manipur by 10 wickets while Andhra
Pradesh thrashed Nagaland by 179
runs to notch up four points.

Sent into bat by Jharkhand, J&K
made 168 for 9 in 20 overs with Jatin
Wadhwan making the top-score of 47
while Rahul Shukla took five wickets.

The talented Kishan took the J&K
attack by the scruff of the neck, ham-
mering boundaries and sixers at will.
He lashed shots to all parts of the
ground, taking the team home in the
17th over, for its second straight win.

Meanwhile, Delhi bounced back
after losing to Jharkhand on Thursday,
by racing to the target of 119 in just
11.4 overs after Manipur was restrict-
ed to 113 for 6 in 20 overs.

Ricky Bhui hammered a 42-ball
108 to power Andhra to 244 for 4 in
the quota of 20 overs before Nagaland
was shot out for 65 in 13.1 overs.

�����	�����������������
��		�����Young Rohan Kadam struck
an unbeaten 81 as Karnataka cantered
to a nine-wicket win over Bengal to reg-
ister their second successive Group D
win.

The 24-year-old, who made his
debut against Assam on Thursday,
smashed two sixes and 10 fours during
his 55-ball knock as Karnataka chased
down the modest target of 132 in 15.5
overs.

Giving him company was wicket-
keeper-batsman BR Sharath, who got
out after completing his 50 off 37 balls
with. The duo laid down a solid
opening partnership of 117 runs
in 14.3 overs for Karnataka.

Opting to bat, Bengal bats-
men faltered to be bundled out
for 131 inside 19.4 overs with
opener Shreevats Goswami top-scoring
with a 29-ball 40 (6x4s, 1x6).

Earlier at the same venue,
Chhattisgarh toyed Arunachal Pradesh
attack to notch up a massive 215 for
three en route to a 96-run win for their
back-to-back victories.

Rishabh Tiwary top-scored for
Chhattisgarh with a 52-ball 81, while
Amandeep Khare was at his explosive
best in a 23-ball unbeaten 61.

In reply Arunachal Pradesh were
restricted to 118 for eight. Vishal
Kushwah starred with the ball fopr
Chhatisgarh with fine figures of 4 for 16.
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Arsenal will face French
side Rennes in the last

16 of the Europa League,
while Chelsea were paired
with Dynamo Kiev in
Friday's draw.

Both Premier League
clubs will be at home in the
first leg on Thursday, March
7, with the return matches
scheduled for March 14.

Arsenal's draw means
that their veteran goalkeep-
er Petr Cech will return to
face the club he represented
for two seasons before join-
ing Chelsea in 2004.

The Brittany club fin-
ished fifth in Ligue 1 last sea-
son and are currently in
mid-table, but have
impressed since the 38-year-
old Julien Stephan was
appointed as coach in
December.

Arsenal manager Unai
Emery — who won the
Europa League three years
running as coach of Sevilla
— is familiar with Rennes
from his two seasons in
charge of Paris Saint-
Germain.

London rivals Chelsea,
the other Premier League
club still in the competition,
might also view winning
the Europa League as their
most likely route into
next season's
Champions League.

After beating
Swedish side
Malmo, they might
find the going
tougher against
Ukrainian giants
Dynamo.

The clubs met
in the group stage of
the Champions
League in 2015-16,

drawing 0-0 in Kiev before
Chelsea won 2-1 at Stamford
Bridge.

Elsewhere, Sevilla, who
have won the trophy five
times including twice in its
former guise as the UEFA
Cup, will face Slavia Prague.

Widely-fancied Napoli
will take on the Austrian
champions Salzburg, who
reached the semi-finals last
season.

Former European Cup
finalists and UEFA Cup win-
ners Eintracht Frankfurt
were drawn against Inter
Milan, who won the UEFA
Cup three times in the 1990s.

Benfica face Dinamo
Zagreb, while Valencia's
reward for knocking out
Celtic is a tie against FC
Krasnodar of Russia.

That is one of two ties
between Russian and
Spanish sides, with Zenit
Saint Petersburg drawn
against Villarreal.

The final of this season's
Europa League will be
played in Baku, the capital of

Azerbaijan,
on May
29. 
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