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Cold wave conditions will
continue to prevail over

North India particularly in
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh,
North West Rajasthan, North
East Madhya Pradesh and
North Chhattisgarh.  The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has forecast that the
minimum temperature could
drop further on Thursday
resulting in a cold wave in the
National Capital Region. 

In Delhi and NCR, cold
wave condition is set to con-
tinue for two-three days,
according to prediction and
after that the minimum tem-
perature could increase 3 to 4
degree over the weekend. 

It has been seen that day
and night temperatures start
increasing after Makar
Sankranti that marks the begin-
ning of the arrival of Spring as
sunshine increases, becoming
more direct towards the
Northern Hemisphere.
Moreover, if there is a Western
Disturbance, clouds block the
increasing heat from escaping

from the atmosphere thus rais-
ing the night temperatures as
well.

Delhi witnessed a cold day
as the minimum temperature
was recorded at 4.5 degrees
Celsius, three notches below
normal, while the maximum
temperature settled at 21.3
degrees Celsius, a notch above
normal. 

The IMD said the mini-
mum temperature would, how-
ever, start rising again in Delhi
and NCR because of an
approaching western distur-
bance in the Delhi and NCR
areas. “The night temperature
could touch 10 degrees over the
weekend in Delhi,” said an
IMD official. The weather
department has also predicted
light to very light rainfall on
January 20 and 21.

According to a latest report
of Climate Research and
Services of the IMD, as many
as 1,428 people died due to
extreme weather events in 2018
with heavy rains and subse-
quent flooding, dust storms,
thunderstorms and lightning
claiming half the lives.

It said the annual mean
temperature during 1901-2018
showed an increasing trend of
0.60C /100 years with signifi-
cant increasing trend in max-
imum temperature (1.00C/100
years), and relatively lower
increasing trend (0.20C/100
years) in minimum tempera-
ture. 

The report said 2018 was
the warmest year with air tem-
perature for the country was
+0.41 0C above the 1981-2010
average, thus making 2018 as
the sixth warmest year on
record since 1901. 

Similarly, 11 out of 15
warmest years were during the
recent past 15 years between
2004 and 2018.

“The annual rainfall of
2018 over the country as a
whole was 85 per cent of Long
Period Average (LPA) value for
the period 1951-2000. 

The 2018 northeast mon-
soon season (October-
December) rainfall over the
country as a whole was sub-
stantially below normal (56
per cent of LPA). This was 6th
lowest since 1901,” it said.

“The country’s averaged
monthly temperatures were
warmer than the normal dur-
ing all the months of the year
(except December) with mean
temperatures exceeding the
normal by around 10 degrees
Celsius during the two months
(February (0.930C) and March

(0.960C)).
The report further added

that flood and heavy rain relat-
ed incidents reportedly claimed
over 800 lives from different
parts of the country, including
northern, northeastern, central
and peninsular parts during
pre-monsoon, monsoon and
post-monsoon seasons. 

In Uttar Pradesh, 590 peo-
ple died due to extreme weath-
er events. 

The State with the largest
population in the country saw
158 deaths due to flood and
heavy rainfall, 166 deaths due
to thunderstorm, lightening
(39 deaths), dust storm (92
deaths) and cold wave took 135
lives.

The casualty due to heavy
rain and subsequent flooding
was almost half — 688 deaths
— in the country in 2018.

According to the IMD,
India has experienced 167
instances of cold waves, the
highest in 13 years, across dif-
ferent stations in December last
year. In 2017, December saw
just 30 such instances. 
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Amid indication that
Samajwadi Party chief

Akhilesh Yadav is ready to
walk extra mile to accommo-
date Rashtriya Lok Dal in the
BSP-SP alliance, (RLD) vice-
president Jayant Chaudhary
on Wednesday met Akhilesh
and held discussions on seat-
sharing for the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls. Sources said that
Akhilesh may give one seat
from the SP quota enabling
RLD to contest three seats.

“It was a good discussion
on seat sharing with Akhilesh
and you will know the outcome
soon. The talks were positive
and all issues were addressed,”
Chaudhary told reporters after
the meeting at the Samajwadi
Party headquarters.

On January 12, Mayawati’s
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
and the Samajwadi Party had
announced a tie-up and said
that smaller parties would be
accommodated. The SP and
BSP had decided to contest 38
seats each, leaving two seats for
allies and two seats uncontest-
ed (Amethi and Rae Bareli -
held by Rahul Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi). The SP-BSP
alliance has left only two seats
for other parties. This has put
a question mark on the electoral
future of the State’s next biggest
regional contestant, Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD), which wants to
contest at least six seats. 

“The numbers are not
final, we are still negotiating

with the alliance leaders. Two
seats are for ‘others’. RLD is a
partner, we fought with SP in
Kairana. We will get more
seats. Mayawati is unlikely to be
flexible and give up any of her
38 seats, so we will reach out to
Akhilesh. We may get more
seats from SP’s kitty.” said a
RLD leader. 

According to sources, the
SP-BSP alliances was ready to
give 2 seats to the RLD which

includes their sitting seat of
Kairana and Baghpat, the home
turf of RLD president Ajit Singh.
The Jat dominated outfit is like-
ly to settle for one more seat —
Mathura Lok Sabha seat, from
where Jayant Choudhury would
contest. Sources said that BSP
president Mayawati had already
conveyed to Akhilesh that SP
can give seats from his quota to
the RLD. 

Continued on Page 4
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Ignoring the huge controver-
sy over supersession of sev-

eral judges, the Government on
Wednesday appointed Delhi
High Court judge Sanjiv
Khanna to the Supreme Court
as recommended by the apex
court’s collegium. 

President Ram Nath
Kovind also appointed
Karnataka High Court Chief
Justice Dinesh Maheshwari as
a judge of the apex court. With
the two appointments, the
strength of the top court will
rise to 28 with three vacancies.

In December the
Collegium recommended
Delhi High Court Chief Justice
Rajendra Menon and Rajasthan
High Court Chief Justice
Pradeep Nandrajog to be ele-
vates as Supreme Court Judges.
However, the recommenda-
tion was not sent to
Government. 

While holdings its own
recommendation, a few days
back the Collegium recom-
mended Sanjiv Khanna, a
junior judge from Delhi High
Court and Karnataka High
Court Chief Justice Dinesh
Maheshwari for the elevation.

This decision of ignoring its
own recommendation by the
Collegium leads to huge con-
troversy.

On Wednesday, Delhi Bar
Council urged SC Collegium to
elevate the Delhi High Court
Chief Justice Rajendra Menon
as Supreme Court Judge, whose
name was earlier selected and
shelved. 

The five-member SC
Collegium headed by 
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi on January 11 recom-
mended to the Government the
elevation of Justices
Maheshwari and Khanna to the
top court.

The appointment of Justice
Khanna was announced on a
day when the chorus of protests
against the Collegium’s rec-
ommendation to elevate him
grew louder with Bar Council
of India (BCI) saying it is
“whimsical and arbitrary” and
will lead to “humiliation and
demoralisation” of the super-
seded judges.

A sitting Supreme Court
judge Justice Sanjay Kishan
Kaul has already written a note
to Justice Gogoi and fellow
judges in the Collegium —
Justices AK Sikri, SA Bobde,
NV Ramana and Arun Mishra

—for ignoring the seniority of
Chief Justices of the 
High Courts of Rajasthan and
Delhi, Pradeep Nandrajog 
and Rajendra Menon, respec-
tively.

Sources said Justice Kaul
was of the view that a wrong
signal would go out if the two
Chief Justices, who are up in
the seniority list than Justice
Khanna, would be left out for
elevation as apex court judges.
Justice Khanna stands at Sl. No.
33 in the combined seniority of
High Court judges on all-India
basis.

Former CJI RM Lodha
said the unprecedented January
12, 2018 Press conference by
four senior-most judges includ-
ing Gogoi before he became the
CJI has not served the purpose
for which it was held and
instead the concerns raised
including the functioning of
Collegium for appointment of
judges for higher judiciary
have aggravated. 

“Looking at the overall
reaction and perception, it
would be better if the matter (of
Khanna) is recalled and con-
sidered threadbare but this
seems to be unlikely to me,” he
said.

Continued on Page 4
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Amid the uncertainty pre-
vailing over the fate of HD

Kumaraswamy Government in
Karnataka, both the ruling
Congress-JD(S) alliance and
Opposition BJP have convened
a meeting of party MLAs on
Thursday. 

While the Congress will
meet its legislators in
Bengaluru, the BJP has con-
vened a meeting of party MLAs
in Gurugram. 

The Congress has strength
of 80 MLAs, including Speaker,
while Janata Dal (S) has 37 leg-
islators in its fold. The lone BSP
member is also supporting the
alliance Government. The BJP
has 104 seats in the 224-mem-
ber Assembly. 

The other two are
Independents who have with-
drawn support from the
Kumaraswamy Government.

While the Congress assert-
ed that the Congress-JD(S)
alliance Government is “stable
and strong”, the BJP termed
such an “unnatural” alliance
was responsible for the ongo-
ing political turmoil. Senior
Congress leader Mallikarjun
Kharge accused the BJP of try-
ing to destabilise it. 

Detailed report on P5
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British Prime Minister
Theresa May’s Brexit divorce

deal was defeated by a crushing
margin in Parliament on
Tuesday, further complicating
the country’s historic exit from
the EU and triggering a no-con-
fidence motion against her
Government.  

May’s bid to get the
Withdrawal Agreement, struck
between London and Brussels,
through a House of Commons
was defeated by a margin of 202
to 432 — a majority of 230, the
biggest defeat ever suffered by a
British premier in modern his-
tory. 

Within minutes after the

defeat, opposition Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn announced that
his party would move a motion
of no-confidence against May’s
Government, to be held on
Wednesday.

Britain is set to exit the 28-
member European Union,
which it joined in 1973, on
March 29. With just over two
months to go until the scheduled
departure, Britain is still unde-
cide on what to do.

Hardline Brexiteers and
Remainers opposed the agree-
ment for different reasons. Many
feared that Britain could lock
itself into an unfavourable trad-
ing relationship with the
European Union.

Continued on Page 4
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India has committed to pur-
chase $5 billion worth of oil

and gas from the US per
annum and $18 billion worth
of defence equipment that are
under implementation, a top
Indian diplomat here said,
highlighting the growing bilat-
eral trade cooperation.

The US export to India has
gone up by at least 30 per cent,
India’s Ambassador to the US
Harsh Vardhan Shringla told
the American business com-
munity, his first major public
engagement on Tuesday.

In the last two years, the
bilateral trade has increased
from $119 billion to $140 bil-
lion, he said.

At a reception hosted in his
honour by the US-India
Business Council (USIBC),
Shringla said India has been
sourcing and buying much
more from the US than ever in
the past. In the field of oil and
gas alone, he said, India has
committed to purchase $5 bil-
lion from the US every year.

Continued on Page 4
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Before the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the budget session of

Madhya Pradesh assembly is
likely to be held from February
18 to 21. 

The State government
plans to concentrate on agri-
culture and employment.

The State assembly secre-
tariat sources said that the
government on Wednesday
has forwarded the proposal to
Raj Bhawan for official
approval and notification of
the budget session from
February 18 so as to present
the account details for the
coming quarter in the assem-
bly. 

The session is being called
in view of the model code of
conduct for Lok Sabha elec-
tions which is likely to be
imposed in the February end.

In 2014, similarly, the then
BJP government had also
passed an interim budget
ahead of Lok Sabha polls in the
first week of March.
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Strict action should be taken
against the people involved

and facilitating betting and
gambling, selling drugs illegal-
ly. The police station in-charge
and beat in-charge would be
responsible to curb betting
and gambling and selling of
drugs in their areas, said DIG
Dharmendra Choudhary dur-
ing review meeting at police
control room on Wednesday.

He said that the CSP and
Addl SP of the area should
monitor continuously. 

The police station in-
charges should form teams
and areas prone to drugs and
banned medicines use and sell
should be covered by special
drive and strict action should
be taken against them. 

The prone areas school,
Colleges, hostels and colonies
where these activities are
reported should be visited and
inspected.

The drugs addicts have to
be identified and work has to
be done for their rehabilitation.
Action of externment should be
taken in the next three days
against those miscreants having
past criminal record. 

The review of pending
cases was conducted in the
meeting and instruction of
review by CSP and Addl SP was
given by DIG Choudhary. 

The disposal of the pend-
ing cases of the year 2018 has
to be disposed off on priority
basis.

For curbing crimes the
beat system has to function
properly. 

The network of informers
has to be strengthened and it is
important to keep eye on the
movement and activities of
criminals and goons of the area. 

Nagar and Gram Raksha
Samiti have to be made active
and new members have to be
added. 

Penetration in every area to
maintain connect with masses
and gain confidence with them
is important.
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Different theatre forms are
being taught in a theatre

workshop which is being
organised at Bhopal’s first
sound proof theatre hall KITE
Studio. The workshop that
began from Sunday is being
organized by Karmyogi
Creative Group, Bhopal.

Notably from backstage to
theatre art on stage everything
is being taught in the work-
shop. The workshop is being
organized for the youngsters to
learn the basics and necessary
tips of theatre art.

The workshop is being
conducted by Karmyogi’s direc-
tor Nitish Dubey. He was
recently felicitated as the sec-
ond best script writer award in
Delhi during ongoing 8th
Theatre Olympics.

As many as 12 theatre aspi-
rants have joined the workshop.
They will be taught the tech-
niques like how to use the

props and properties, speech
therapy, improvisation of sto-
ries, body movements, facial
expression with dialogue, foot-
work on music along with
other experimental exercises
are being taught by noted the-
atre personalities of the city.

The workshop will major-
ly focus on Acting techniques,
Body Language, Observational
kills, Voice Modulation,
Diction and Speech. This will
provide a unique knowledge
practice based techniques,
which is very important to
acquire in this career. All kind

of genres like tragedy, comedy,
drama  would be taught in this
workshop.

Notably, this workshop will
be very different from others.
In this workshop participants
could learn the basic of all art
forms from well-known experts
who have been invited for this
workshop.

Further, these days the
youngsters are getting more
influenced by the theatrical
activities and to make a career
in acting, they have to learn the
basics of acting which will be
taught in this workshop.
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Player Pooja Vishwakarma,
won a bronze medal for

Madhya Pradesh at the India
Youth Games. She won the
medal while giving her brilliant
performance on Wednesday.

Pooja Vishwakarma a res-
ident of Suraj Nagar resident of
Bhopal, played at Pune,
Maharashtra. Pooja
Vishwakarma earned this
medal in the girl's individual
skit competition. Bhopal's ten-
nis player Mehk Jain defeated
Gujarat's player 6-4, 2-6, 6-4 in
the semi-finals of the semi-
finals. Final match will be
played on Thursday.

In the final match of the

skit event played today under
the India Youth Games,
Rajasthan stood first, Punjab
second and Madhya Pradesh at
third place. It is worth men-
tioning that Pooja
Vishwakarma, a former player
of the shooting academy, has
learned the nuances of shoot-
ing games in the Academy.
Pooja Vishwakarma, the
promising shooter of middle
class family, won the bronze
medal, glorified Madhya
Pradesh.

Director Sports and Youth
Welfare S.L. Thoussen encour-
aged the players by giving
them grace and congratulated
the players for their outstand-
ing performance in the cham-

pionship.
Director Sports and Youth

Welfare SL Thoussen congrat-
ulated Pooja's brilliant perfor-
mance in the world champi-
onship. 

The sports director said
that players of Madhya Pradesh
are performing brilliantly at the
India Youth Games. 

Recentl, other players also
brought laurels to the State by
exhibiting a wonderful perfor-
mance at the championship. It
is to be noted that an interna-
tional level shooting academy
has been set up in the capital,
through which the sports play-
ers of the state are being pro-
vided world class sports 
facilities.

Bhopal: The ‘Bagh Utsav’ that
began at Gauhar Mahal is
evoking a good response by the
bagh print lovers of the city.
The fair exhibits the rarest col-
lection of bagh prints in almost
all textiles.

The 15-day long exhibi-
tion-cum-sale is jointly organ-
ised by Mrignaynee Handloom
Emporium and Madhya
Pradesh Handloom and
Handicraft Development
Corporation.  The female buy-
ers are being captivated towards
the fair and are buying the bagh
print in huge number. The
cost of dress materials begins
from �400 to �1800. While the
cost of bed sheets begins from
�300 to �6000 and finally the

saris are the major attraction
which starts from �500 to
�4000.

Different motifs in
Maheshwari and Chanderi
material are displayed in exhi-
bition. There is an array of
vibrant colours like green,
ocean green and ocean blue
along with shades of yellow,
brown, sky colours and colours
in contrast. Different motifs
having a lot of varieties are
attracting the visitors of the
city.

As the female participants
were seen in a big crowd, they
could shop for a wonderful col-
lection of sarees, suits and
dress materials in bagh print
over different materials. These

materials have been designed in
Bagh prints. There are printed
materials beautifully embroi-
dered with one of the most
renowned and loved in all sea-
sons. There was also a range of
running material (Thaan) in
different varieties as well.

From kurtis to full salwar
suit, the female participants
were overwhelmed with the
kind of fine Karigari done over
the cloth material. The ladies
out there are being enthralled
to watch bagh prints in such
bright and vibrant colours.

The visitors are mesmer-
ized by the collection in the fair
and enjoyed shopping at the
exhibition-cum-sale this 
winter. SR
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The urban public transport
system should be strength-

ened. City buses should be
good and safe. Urban
Development and Housing
Minister Jaivardhan Singh gave
this directive during a review of
departmental schemes at the
Mantralaya.

He said that priority should
be given to the purchase of
electric buses. Singh said that
agencies that do not complete
work on time should be black-
listed.

The Urban Development
and Housing Minister Singh
told to take measures to
increase revenue in urban bod-
ies. 

He told to complete water
supply and sewerage system
under construction in Amrit
Yojana on time. 

He also instructed to
ensure timely completion of the

work of houses under con-
struction in the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana. He told to
make consistent efforts to ful-
fill the target to construct 11
lakh houses by year 2022 under
Housing for all scheme.

It was informed during
the review meeting that all
urban bodies of the state have
been declared as ODF. In this
area, Indore and Ujjain have
got 7-star status. 

As many as 17 cities of the
state have been declared ODF+
and 4 bodies have been
declared ODF ++. These cities
are Indore, Ujjain, Khargone
and Shahganj. It is noteworthy
that 7 cities in the country have
been declared ODF ++.

These include 4 of Madhya
Pradesh and 3 of Chhattisgarh.
This survey has been conduct-
ed by the Quality Council of
India. 

The remaining cities are
also being surveyed.
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Under extreme cold condi-
tions 11 districts witnessed

intense cold wave conditions in
the past 24 hours. The night
temperature dipped to 1 degree
Celsius in the state which was
recorded in Khajuraho on
Tuesday.

State witnessed night tem-
peratures around freezing tem-
perature in the night on
Tuesday; state capital witnessed
relief from extreme cold con-
ditions in the day on
Wednesday. State capital
recorded night temperature at
7.4 degree Celsius while day
temperature was recorded at
26.8 degree Celsius on
Wednesday.

The trend of decreasing
temperature continued making
the cold conditions intense
across the state unbearable.

Several areas recorded
night temperature below 5
degree Celsius. Night temper-
ature dipped to 2.2 degree
Celsius in Nowgong, it was
recorded at 2.8 degree Celsius
at Umaria, Rewa recorded 3.2
degree Celsius, Sidhi recorded
4.4 degree Celsius and
Tikamgarh and Satna record-
ed 5.2 degree Celsius.   

In the state the trend of
decreasing temperatures is wit-
nessed for the past three days
and is likely to follow the trend
for the next 4-5 days.

Cold wave conditions were
witnessed in the state at sever-
al places and warning of cold
wave conditions has been
issued by Met department in
the next 24 hours in Rewa,

Shahdol and Jabalpur divisions
and Chhatarpur, Gwalior,
Bhind and Morena districts.

Under the prevailing
weather conditions Bhopal,
Indore, Ujjain and
Hoshangabad divisions wit-
nessed dip in temperatures.

The day temperature at 26
degree Celsius was recorded in
Khargone, Ratlam, Mandla,
Chhindwara and Ujjain dis-
tricts.  

According to the forecast
the day and night temperature
would be witnessed around
25 and 8 degree Celsius respec-
tively which would continue at
harsh levels and would take
time to attain normal weather
conditions.
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Chief Minister Kamal Nath
in past one month has

sanctioned �3.62 crore from his
discretionary fund to 651
needy patients for their treat-
ment.

Official sources said that
soon after Nath assumed office,
he continued to help the needy
patients who had applied for
funds for their treatment in dif-
ferent parts of the State. Such
orders have been issued right
from the needy day he assumed
office, December 18 and till
January 18.

As per the orders of
General Administration
Department (GAD), the sanc-

tioned amount has been trans-
ferred directly to the accounts
of the hospitals, where the
patients were treated.

It was a good gesture from
the Chief Minister that he con-
tinued the previous system of
providing financial help to the
needy patients and without
delay sanctioned the funds for
the needy.

Sources said that the funds
in the discretionary fund had

exhausted, as the new govern-
ment was just formed, but on
Nath’s initiative, �7 crore was
arranged and the financial help
was continued.

In the previous govern-
ment, in one financial year, the
discretionary fund of the chief
minister was �120 crore, but
former chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan ad already
spent it, before the model code
of conduct was promulgated
for assembly elections. In such
a situation, on the initiative of
Chief Minister Kamal Nath, �7
crore was arranged to help the
patients required treatment for
cancer, kidney transplant and
seriously injured in accidents
etc.
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Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer

Protection Pradyuman Singh
Tomar instructed that arrange-
ments at the fixed paddy pro-
curement centers should be
kept in order. A total of 14.15
Lakh MT paddy has been pro-
cured in the state till January
15, he added.

Minister Tomar further
stated that arrangements for
drinking water, shelter and on
time weighing with honesty
should be ensured for farmers
at 951 centers made in the state.
Committees formed under the
chairmanship of the district
collectors should monitor it
constantly. He further

informed that paddy procure-
ment process was started on
support price at the rate of Rs
1750 per quintal from
November 15, 2018 till January
15, 2019.

A total of 14.15 lakh met-
ric tonne paddy has already
been purchased from more
than 2.49 lakh farmers during
this period. Control room has

been established at state level to
control procurement process.
The telephone number of the
control room is 0755-2551471.
This control room is func-
tional for 12 hours from 9 am
to 9 pm.

Date for paddy procure-
ment has been extended by the
state government. This
arrangement has been made
keeping in view the arrival of
paddy at procurement centers.
The last date was January 15,
2019. Now paddy will be pro-
cured from the farmers in
Damoh, Betul, Panna,
Singrauli, Mandla, Anuppur,
Sidhi, Jabalpur, Umaria and
Satna till January 19 and in
Seoni, Rewa, Balaghat and
Katni till January 25.
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Chief Electoral Officer VL
Kanta Rao has directed

the nodal officers of depart-
ments to constitute ‘Voter
Awareness Forum’ to increase
voter awareness in all
Government, non-
Government organisations and
business establishments. 

The 'Voters Awareness
Forum' will work as an infor-
mal platform in the offices to
increase awareness towards
registration in voters list, fun-
damental election processes
and voting related activities. 

All employees of the offices
can become voluntary mem-
bers of the forum.

Joint Chief Electoral
Officer Vikas Narwal said that

the Forum will make informa-
tion related to the elections to
the members which will help in
developing the employees as
powerful voters. A nodal offi-
cer will be appointed under the
chairmanship of the head of the
office, who will work in coor-

dination with the Chief
Electoral Officer and the
District Election Office to
increase voter awareness in
the forum. The forum will
ensure voter awareness with
entertainment activities avail-
able in the office, sports club
and such other clubs along with
election activities.

The main objective of the
forum is to increase voter
awareness, to add the names of
officials and employees of the
office to the voters list and to
motivate them to create voter
identity cards. 

The forum will also orga-
nize workshops, competitions,
cultural programmes, debates,
quiz programmes from time to
time for all information regard-
ing the election process and
getting names enrolled in the
voters list in government
offices. Nodal officers of vari-
ous departments and institu-
tions were present in the 
meeting.
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Minister for Public Health
and Family Welfare

Tulsiram Silawat inaugurated
Measles-Rubella campaign at
Vidhyasagar School of Indore
on Wednesday. He told officers
and employees of the depart-
ment that Measles-Rubella
campaign should be trans-
formed into a public move-
ment. Silawat mentioned that
children are future of the coun-
try. 

Therefore every section of
the society should contribute in
the vaccination campaign to
make strong and disease free
future.

Silawat further mentioned
that we have to conduct the
campaign in the form of chal-
lenge. 

Efforts should be made to
get all the children vaccinated.
He also administered pledge to
all for disease eradication and
distributed certificates to the
children who were vaccinated.

Silawat paid visit to schools
and madarsas of Indore on
Wednesday. 

He administered oath for
vaccination campaign at
Central School No. 1, Indore
and said that it is necessary to
provide permanent health
cover to the children to help

them in reaching top positions. 
He informed that Measles-

Rubella vaccination campaign
gives security cover to children
from two fatal diseases. 

Silawat also visited
madarsa situated in Khajrana
and took part in the vaccina-
tion campaign. 

He also participated in sig-
nature campaign being con-
ducted in Indore city to stim-
ulate vaccination campaign.

Members of the State
Cabinet inaugurated Measles-
Rubella Vaccination Campaign
in various districts of the state.
Minister for Public Relations,
Law and Legislative Affairs,
Science and Technology,
Aviation, Religious Trusts and
Endowment PC Sharma inau-
gurated the campaign at
Carmel Convent School of
BHEL area. 

He mentioned that partic-
ipation of all sections of the
society should be ensured in
the campaign. 

Public Works Minister
Sajjan Singh Verma while inau-
gurating the campaign in
Dewas, emphasized on work
with dedication during the
campaign and said that it
should not be considered as
mere government duty.

Inaugurating the campaign
in Guna district, the Minister
for Labour Mahendra Singh
Sisodiya stated that vaccination
is an aspect related to life.
This should be taken with
utmost seriousness. 

Minister for Animal
Husbandry, Fishermen Welfare
and Fisheries Development
Lakhan Singh Yadav men-
tioned that a security cover is
being provided to the children
through MR vaccination. Start
vaccinating all the children
aged between 9 months and 15
year of age. 

The Measles-Rubella
Vaccination was also inaugu-
rated in other districts of the
state on Wednesday.
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Cannabis (Ganja) worth over
�1.45 crore was seized in

Indore Wednesday from a drug
peddler, who has been arrest-
ed. Police are also searching for
a couple of more persons who
are suspected in the same rack-
et.

The mother of the accused,
Pavan Dhiman, is also sus-
pected to be involved in the
drug smuggling racket run by
her son, a senior police official
said.

Acting on a tip-off, the nar-
cotics wing of the Madhya
Pradesh police followed the 32-
year-old drug peddler, who
operated his racket under the
guise of an auto-rickshaw dri-
ver in Chhoti Gwaltoli locali-
ty in Indore.

Narcotics wing sleuths later
reached his another house in
Kishanganj area in Indore dis-

trict and during a raid there,
recovered 145.500 kg of ganja
(cannabis), Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) Mahendra
Singh Sikarwar said.

The seized drug is valued
at �1,45,50,000 in the interna-
tional market, he said. Newly
appointed Additional Director
General of Police (ADG) of the
Narcotics Wing, had directed
the police to launch a drive to
nab drug smugglers which
resulted in this catch, Sikarwar
said.

Dhiman used to sell drugs
near schools and colleges under
the guise of an auto-rickshaw
driver and it was suspected his
mother is also involved in the
racket, the DIG added.

A case under relevant sec-
tions of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substance
(NDPS) Act was registered
and further investigation was
on, he added.
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The GRP Bhopal nabbed a
21-year-old miscreant on

Tuesday and recovered 9
mobile phones and gold jew-
ellery worth �1.5 lakh from his
possession.

The accused identified as
Amir Khan was tracked based
on the location of mobile
phone robbed in the month of
September last year in
Yashwantpur -19301 train from
the victim Divya Sharma.

Police recovered the mobile
phone stolen from the victim
and when the accused was
quizzed he confessed more
thefts and in the further inves-
tigation eight mobile phones
and gold jewelry worth �1.5
lakh were recovered from his
possession.

The victim during her
journey from Bengaluru  find
that her purse was missing
and lodged complaint with

GPR Bhopal. The purse was
carrying her mobile phone, a
gold chain, a gold finger ring
and documents.

Based on her complaint the
police registered a case under
section 356 and 379 of the IPC
and started further investiga-
tion. 

During the investigation
when the habitual offenders
who were active in stealing
purse from women passengers
were investigated and nar-
rowed on miscreant from Arif
Nagar and later in the investi-

gation habitual offender Amir
Khan was nabbed.

After the accused was
nabbed police have registered
a case under section 41(1-4)
CrPC and 379 of the IPC. 

Police said that the details
of the accused would be
searched and accused would be
quizzed regarding thefts and
robberies in the past and his
accomplices.

The accused has been
booked by GRP Bhopal for
three thefts in the past and
served jail.
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Minister for Public
Relations, Law and

Legislative Affairs, Science and
Technology, Aviation, Religious
Trusts and Endowment PC
Sharma said that it is most
important to conserve fuel for
secured future. He was address-
ing the 29th Oil and Gas
Conservation Capacity
Mahotsav ‘Saksham’ at
Samanvay Bhavan on
Wednesday.

On this occasion, he also
administered oath to the people
present at the programme for
fuel conservation. Sharma inau-
gurated the campaign being
conducted for conservation of
fuel from January 16 to
February 15.

Sharma mentioned that at
present 80 per cent petroleum
products are being imported
from abroad and exorbitant
money is spent on this. He fur-
ther stated that money saved by
fuel conservation will be invest-
ed to establish industries and
business and utilised in public
welfare works. Sharma asserted
that we can include cycling in
our daily routine to save fuel.
We can save fuel by building
bypass and service roads to
avoid fuel wastage on red sig-
nals. He told the Chief General
Manager of the Petroleum
Conservation Research

Association, Vigyan Kumar to
give a thought for taking nec-
essary measures to control
increasing prices of petroleum
products.

Vigyan Kumar on the occa-
sion informed that at present the
total consumption of petroleum
products is 204.92 MMT, while
production of these products is
only 35.68 MMT, which is only

17.41 per cent of the total con-
sumption. For the remaining
quantity, India is dependent on
other countries and imports, he
informed adding that by 2022,
India has set goal of reducing
imports by 10 per cent.

The oil conservation month
is being observed with theme-
‘Fuel conservation responsibil-
ity, participation of people.
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A22-year-old Tata Magic
van conductor was

attacked with a sharp-edged
weapon at Lalghati after he
asked passengers for �3 more
at fare in the night on Tuesday.  

According to the police
the victim Faisal Khan was
attacked by sharp edged
weapon by Aman, Gulrez and
Unti at Lalghati square. The
victim was rushed to a nearby
hospital where his condition
where his condition is report-
edly critical.

The victim was attacked in
his head and around neck.

In his statements the victim
claimed that the three accused
boarded his van and when they
alighted off at Lalghati the three
gave �7 for each passenger but
he asked for �3 in addition and
told them to provide Rs 10 for

each passengers  but the three
engaged in verbal spate and
soon the fight turned nasty
after the accused took sharp
edged weapon and attacked the
victim in his neck and head.
The victim in a bid to save him-
self his hands were injured.
The driver tried to save but the
accused escaped the spot.

The victim is a resident of
Gandhi Nagar and works as a
contractor. In the initial inves-
tigation police found that the
victim holds crime record and
is in Gunda list of Gandhi
Nagar police station.

The search for the three
accused has been started by the
police. The crime record of the
three accused would be inves-
tigated.

The police have registered
a case under section 307, 294
and 34 of the IPC and have
started further investigation.

Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (Divyanjan)

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Government of India

Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS) provides finan-
cial support to voluntary organization working for rehabilitation of
persons with disabilities in areas of early intervention, special edu-
cation and community support etc.
➣ The scheme has been revised and financial assistance

has been enhanced to 2.5 times.
➣ The project implementing agencies shall now be entitled to

90% of the admissible grant-in-aid. In case of special areas
(specified in the scheme), 100% shall be allowed.

➣ The online portal for submitting the application has been 
simplified.

➣ Processing the applications and sending of
recommendations by the State Government have been 
simplified.

davp 38117/11/0114/1819

Salient Features

The detailed information of the scheme is available on the web-
site of this Department www.disabilityaffairs.gov.in

Regional Conference On Deendayal Disabled
Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS) In Mumbai

Date: 17th January, 2019 from (Time: 9:00 AM onwards)

Venue: Nehru Centre, Dr. Annie Besant Road,

Worli, Mumbai - 400018
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A20-year-old newly mar-
ried woman committed

suicide by hanging from the
ceiling at her residence in
Sharda Vihar under Ratibad
police station area on Tuesday.

According to the police, the
deceased Radhika Malviya was
found hanging in the afternoon
by the family members. Police
were informed and based on
the information a police team
reached the spot and started
investigation.

The deceased committed
suicide after informing her
husband Narendra that she
would slash her wrist if he
would not visit and later the
family members reached to
check her but found that she
committed suicide.

Police have not found any
suicide note and no reason was
found behind the suicide. The
reason would be investigated.

The body was sent for the
post mortem after the prelim-
inary investigation. The police
have registered a case under
section 174 of the CrPC and

have started further investiga-
tion.

During the investigation
police found that the deceased
used to live alone after her dis-
pute with her husband. 

She returned to her parents
but she also faced issues with
them and moved of Dr Babita
Tiwari’s house who lives in the
same locality where she com-
mitted suicide.

Meanwhile an 18-year-old
committed girl died who fell
from building at New
Multistorey EWS at Idgah Hills
on January 12; she died while
undergoing treatment at
Hamidia hospital on
Wednesday.

According to police, the
deceased Prachi died while
undergoing treatment. 

The deceased was a resi-
dent of New Multistorey EWS
and fell from terrace on January
12 she was rushed to hospital
where she died during treat-
ment.  

The police have registered
a case under section 174 of
CrPC and have started further
investigation.
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From Page 1
“The concerns remain the

same. Rather, they seem to have
aggravated by this exercise
(recent recommendations). I
don’t think there is any change.
At least it is not visible to the
public at large. It has not served
its purpose because we don’t
find the changes which the
Press conference wanted to
have really taken place,” Justice
Lodha told.

Justice Kailash Gambhir, a
former Delhi High Court
judge, also wrote a letter to
President Kovind on January
14 expressing concern over
the Collegium bypassing the
seniority of several judges. The
BCI, which is an apex body of
lawyers, said the decision of the
Collegium was viewed by the
Bar and the common man as
“unjust and improper”.

In a statement, BCI
Chairman Manan Kumar
Mishra said the supersession of
several senior Judges and Chief
Justices of the country cannot
be tolerated by the people and
the revocation of the earlier
decision recommending the
names of Justices Nandrajog
and Menon is viewed as
“whimsical and arbitrary”.

“They are men of integri-
ty and judicial competence;
nobody can raise a finger
against these judges on any
ground. The decision will cer-
tainly lead to humiliation and
demoralisation of such judges
and also of several other
deserving senior judges and
Chief Justices of high courts,”
Mishra said.

The bar body said it was
watching the “strong resent-
ment and reaction of the Indian
Bar” as well as keeping a tab on
the comments of intellectuals,
social activists and general
public “which shows that the
faith of the people has abrupt-
ly eroded from our collegiums
system in recent past”.

While maintaining that the
BCI was hard-pressed to raise
these issues, it said even the Bar
Council of Delhi also adopted
a resolution against the deci-
sion of the collegium. Further,

the statement said that several
state Bar Councils, high courts,
Bar Associations and other
Bar Associations of the coun-
try have written to the BCI,
pressing it to raise this issue and
agitate the matter before the
government and the Collegium
judges.

“We have no grievance
against Justice Khanna. But he
can wait for his turn. There is
no hurry to elevate him ignor-
ing the merit and seniority of
several Chief Justices and
puisne Judges of the country,”
it said.

“The Bar will request the
collegiums and the
Government not to encourage
such supersession. The
appointments, in complete
derogation of seniority princi-
ple, have evoked strong reac-
tions from all corners of the
society,” the BCI said.

The decision on elevation
of Justices Maheshwari and
Khanna that was put on the
apex court website noted that
the issue of elevation of judges
was deliberated on December
12 last year when Justice MB
Lokur was also a member of
the Collegium. Justice Mishra
became a member of the
Collegium after Justice Lokur
retired on December 30.

According to the website,
after extensive deliberations
on January 5-6 this year, the
newly-constituted Collegium
deemed it appropriate to have
a fresh look on the issue of ele-
vation of judges in the light of
the additional material that
became available.

“While recommending the
names of justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and Sanjiv
Khanna, the collegium has
taken into consideration com-
bined seniority on all-India
basis of Chief Justices and
senior judges of high courts,
apart from their merit and
integrity,” the Collegium said.

The Collegium added that
it has also kept in mind the
desirability of giving due rep-
resentation on the Bench of the
Supreme Court, as far as pos-
sible, to all the high courts.

From Page 1
As the SP-BSP alliance is

keen to have RLD in the
alliance due to its influence
over the Jat community voters
in western UP, it is expected
that SP, may accommodate
the party even by sacrificing
one seat from its quota of 38
seats.

On the other hand,
Congress is also making over-
ture to the RLD. 

The lone RLD MLA in
Rajasthan is a Minister in the
State Government after con-
testing the Assembly polls in
alliance with Congress.

Speculation is rife that
RLD candidates could contest
the elections on SP symbol or
vice-versa as done in the
Kairana by polls when a SP
leader contested on RLD sym-
bol. Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh
RLD president Dr Masood
Ahmed has announced that his
party will a partner of the SP-
BSP alliance.

From Page 1
Over 100 lawmakers of

May’s Conservative party —
both Brexiteers and Remainers
— overwhelmingly voted
against the deal, leading to the
worst parliamentary defeat for a
Government in recent British
history.

The crushing defeat also
marks the collapse of her two-
year strategy of forging an ami-
cable divorce with close ties to
the EU after the March 29 exit.
Following her defeat in the
House of Commons, May said
that the MPs have established
what they are against but not
what they are for.

“The house has spoken and
the government will listen. It is
clear that the house does not
support this deal but tonight’s
vote tells us nothing what it does
support. Nothing about how, or
even if, it intends to honour the
decision the British people took
in a referendum parliament
decided to hold,” she said.

“I ask members on all sides
of the house to listen to the
British people who want this
matter settled and work with the
Government to do just that,” she
added.

Moments after the outcome
in parliament, Corbyn submit-
ted a motion of no-confidence
in May’s government, calling her
defeat “catastrophic”.

“Labour will table a motion
of no-confidence in May’s
Government tomorrow,” he said.

According to the Britain’s
parliamentary procedure, when
a bill is rejected by the MPs, the
prime minister has three sitting
days to return to Parliament with
a Plan B.  

It is expected that May
would head to Brussels on
Wednesday to try and secure
further concessions from the EU
before coming back to UK
Parliament with a new propos-
al.

This could be put to vote by
the MPs. Should this also fail, the
Government would have anoth-
er three weeks to come back
with another alternative. If the
withdrawal agreement never
gets through with Parliament,
then in all likeliness the UK will
crash out of the EU without a
deal on March 29.

This would mean overnight
EU laws and customs and the
free movement of goods, ser-
vices and people will cease.

From Page 1
Commercial Indian air-

lines, Shringla said, have placed
orders of 300 airplanes worth
$40 billion.

“We’re looking at import-
ing products that we’ve never
bought from the US before,” he
said, adding that some of the
consumer products from the
US are increasing in demand in
India. In the defence sector,
India is looking at $18 billion
worth of orders that are under
implementation. Not only this,
the large number of Indian stu-
dents — numbering 227,000
currently — contribute $6.5 bil-
lion to the American academ-
ic sector, Shringla said, giving
an example towards India’s
contribution to the US econo-
my.

Addressing representatives
from the American corporate
sector, he said that the progress
made by India and the US in
the last few years has been
unparalleled. 

“What amazes me is that in
the last few years, the amount
of progress that our relation-
ship has made is unparalleled
in many senses. The United
States is India’s largest trading
partner. We are among the
top 10 trading partners in
terms of sheer volume of busi-
ness,” Shringla said.

Referring to the pro-busi-

ness initiatives of the Indian
government, the Indian
Ambassador urged the
American corporate sector to
take benefit of the new busi-
ness-friendly atmosphere in
India and invest in the country.
In his remarks, the US
Chambers of Commerce pres-
ident Tom Donohue said there
are many issues in common,
many challenges that the two
countries have to deal with col-
lectively.

“Our promise (is that) we
will put all the attention and
energy it takes to make this
relationship successful,”
Donohue said. The US-India
relationship has gone from
being a bilateral relationship to
be both global and local,
USIBC president Nisha Desai
Biswal said, observing that the
two countries have boundless
opportunities in partnership.

“We’re partnering across
the Indo-Pacific. But we’re also
deepening the ties between
our cities and states. In fact,
throughout the year, you will
see more and more engage-
ment between our states in our
cities, more and more gover-
nors, mayors going to India,
chief ministers and legislators
coming here,” said Biswal, the
former Assistant Secretary of
State for South and Central
Asia.
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Asecond bridge over the
Mahanadi river near

Kacheri Chowk of Sambalpur
town is ready for inauguration.

The bridge is a dream pro-
ject of the people of Sambalpur
and Charpur on the other side
of the river. “The bridge is
totally ready for inauguration
by CM Naveen Patnaik. We are
giving finishing touches by
laying of readymade grass on
the approach sides,” Assistant
Executive Engineer Public
Works Department (PWD),
Nayayan Patel told The Pioneer.

According to sources, the
State Government is making
delay in the inauguration due
to lawyers’ strike and their
threat call of black flag demon-
stration.

The State Government has

approved the additional pro-
posal given by the Works
Department to light up the
bridge colourfully by spending
Rs 80 lakh. The DPR has
already been prepared and the
work will start very soon, the
official sources said.

The approach road on the
Kacheri Chowk is about 300
metre long, while on the
Charpur side, the road is about
1,200 metre long. The bridge
estimated to cost Rs 100 crore
is 1,500 metre long and 14.8
metre wide with 1.5 metre-
wide foot paths on both the
sides. 

The bridge will reduce the
distance between Sambalpur
town and Charpur area by 25
km. It has opened a new route
to Bargarh side which has
reduced the distance to
Bargarh about 25 km.
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Police on Wednesday arrest-
ed a youth on the charges of

abducting and killing a seven-
year-old boy on January 12
after the kid’s mother turned
down his love proposal in the
Gosaninuagaon area of Ganjam
district.

Sources said the minor boy
Anshuman went missing after
going by a scooter with a youth
identified as Debasish Panda
(30) of Jajpur. Following the
incident, a missing complaint
was lodged by the mother of the
boy at the Gosaninuagaon

police station. Based on the
complaint, police launched an
investigation and arrested the
accused from Dunguripali in
Subarnapur district after track-
ing his phone records.

During police interroga-
tion, Panda revealed that he
had stoned the boy to death in
the Tara Tarini forest near
Chhatrapur. “I came across
the boy’s mother on Facebook
and fell in love with her.
However, when I approached
her with a love proposal, she
declined it,” said Panda.

“In order to take revenge,
I took the kid with me on a pre-
text of dropping him at the
DAV School in Gandhinagar at
around 10.40 am. Later, I took
him to the forest for on a plea
of sightseeing near the Tara
Tarini temple where I stoned
him to death,” added Panda.

Gosaninuagaon PS IIC
Kulamani Sethi said that the
accused confessed to have
committed the crime in front
of a Magistrate, following
which he was forwarded to
court.
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Alongstanding demand of
Kujang lawyers, legal pro-

fessionals and litigants would to
be fulfilled after the Kujang
Additional District Judge Court
would be inaugurated on
January 20, informed Kujang
Bar Association president ND
Yadav.

Speaking to mediapersons,
Yadav said that Orissa HC
Justice AK Rath would inau-
gurate the court, accompanied
by Jagatsinghpur District Judge
RN Mishra, besides judicial
officers of Kujang and
Jagatsinghpur courts. Earlier
three courts as Civil Judge
Court (Junior Division), JMFC
and Sub-Judge Court are func-

tioning in Kujang.
The litigants were facing

inconveniences due to absence
of ADJ Court in Kujang and
were forced to go Jagatsinghpur
headquarters for an appeal.
Lawyers association including
several social cultural organi-
zations across Kujang, Paradip
and Erasama areas had been
demanding establishment of an
ADJ Court in Kujang.
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Courts could not function
across Baleswar district on

Wednesday as lawyers stage a
cease-work agitation, demand-
ing establishment of a perma-
nent High Court Bench for
north Odisha, a Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT),
a State Administrative Tribunal
(SAT), an educational tribunal
and a correction home for
juvenile offenders, all at
Baleswar.

The agitating lawyers said
that it was a matter of pain for
them when the State

Government has recommend-
ed establishment of a High
Court Bench in western Odisha
.

“Northern Odisha com-
prises Baleswar, Bhadrak,
Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar and
Baleswar is the most suitable for
establishing a HC Bench as the
number of pendency of cases is
higher here compared to other
regions. Our demand for a HC
Bench at Baleswar is legiti-
mate and, thus, should be con-
sidered forthwith. A delegation
of our Bar will meet the Chief
Justice of the Odisha High
Court and then Chief Minister
to place the demand within a
week,” said Bar Association
Secreteary Sambit Nandy.

“Besides, we too demand
for establishment of CAT, SAT
and educational tribunal in
view of number of related cases
pending in the zone. Courts
couldn’t function in Baleswar,
Jaleswar, Soro and Nilgiri.

Jagatsinghpur: As many as 50
farmers, including women,
from Nuagaon Cooperative
Society under Gadakujanga
Panchayat resorted to a
hunger strike in front of the
Collector office here on
Tuesday, demanding a probe
into the society loan misap-
propriation issue and action
against the society secretary
who had bungled about Rs 20
lakh after granting fake loans
against farmers.

According to the farmers
allegations, in last Kharif sea-
son society secretary Narayan
Barik had persuaded them for
obtaining agriculture loans.
As a result, they had applied
for the loan comprising
groups.

However, the secretary
had granted loan but the bor-
rowers were not paid the full
amount of the sanctioned
loan. PNS
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The oath-taking ceremony of
new office-bearers of the

Jharsuguda Press Club (JPC)
was held here on Monday which
Jharsuguda SP Aswini Mohanty
and 2nd Battalion Commandant
MD Zaheed attended as guests.

Chief speaker Prof Tapan
Barik said as self-centered per-
sons are creating obstructions
for collective development, inte-
grated efforts are necessary for
balanced development of eco-
nomic, cultural and social sys-
tems, leaving behind all these
negative forces. JPC president
Jeeban Mohanty and other office-
bearers were administered the
oath by founder president
Gangadhar Gandnayak.JPC
advisor Raj Kumar Sharma said
the JPC set up in 2006 plays a
major role in the district and
sought everyone's support and
cooperation for the develop-
ment of the club.
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Aspecial CBI court in
Panchkula will pronounce

the sentence on Dera Sacha
Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh and three others
in the journalist murder case
through video conferencing
on Thursday.

The CBI court had con-
victed the self-styled Godman
and three others -- Kuldeep
Singh, Nirmal Singh and
Krishan Lal -- in the murder
case of Sirsa based journalist
Ram Chander Chhatrapati on
January 11.

The court on Wednesday
allowed authorities in Haryana
to produce convicted Ram
Rahim through video confer-
encing for the pronouncement
of quantum of sentence for the
murder case, The State
Government had filed the plea
on Tuesday, citing that the
movement of Dera chief could
lead to law and order situation.

Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Singh is currently serving a 20-
year prison term in Rohtak’s
Sunaria jail for raping two of
his women followers.

Krishan Lal, a former man-
ager of the sect, Kuldeep and

Nirmal, who were both car-
penters and followers of the
sect, who were convicted with
Ram Rahim, have been lodged
in the Ambala jail.’

Special CBI Court Judge
Jagdeep Singh had on January
11 convicted Ram Rahim and
his three aides in the murder
case. The same CBI judge had
convicted the sect chief on
two counts of rape on August
25, 2017 and sentenced him to
20 years of rigorous imprison-
ment.

On January 11 also, Ram
Rahim had appeared before the

court through video confer-
encing from the Sunaria prison
near Rohtak in view of securi-
ty concerns raised by the
Haryana Police and the State
Government. The other three
convicts had appeared in per-
son at the Panchkula court.

All the four were convict-
ed under Section 302 (murder)
and 120 B (criminal conspira-
cy) of the Indian Penal Code.
Nirmal Singh and Krishan Lal
were also convicted under the
Arms Act.

Journalist Ram Chander
Chhatrapati was shot at in
October 2002 after a newspa-
per owned by him, published
an anonymous letter narrating
how women were being sexu-
ally exploited by the sect head
at the Dera headquarters. 

Meanwhile, Security was
beefed up in Rohtak, Panchkula
and Sirsa in Haryana and some
parts of Punjab. Security was
increased around the sect's
headquarters campus on the
outskirts of Sirsa town.

In August 2017, Ram
Rahim’s conviction had led to
violence in Panchkula and Sirsa
in Haryana, leaving more than
41 people dead and over 260
injured.
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Vendors and tobacco firms
are  selling ciggerattes and

other tobacco products and
advertising them near schools,
targeting children as young as
eight years old, according to a
study conducted in 20 cities
across the States.

Titled ‘Tiny Targets’, the
study which was released here
on Tuesday at an event said
nearly half of the vendors sur-
veyed around 243 schools were
found selling tobacco products
while tobacco advertisings at 34
per cent of the 225 tobacco
points of sale were observed.

During the study which
was conducted in cities includ-
ing Hyderabad, Indore, Morbi,
Jorhat song others to determine
the extent of tobacco products
being marketed and sold
around educational institu-
tions, the investigators found
that single sticks sales was as
high as 90.9 per cent of the 225
points of sale.

“Vendors displayed tobac-
co products in the ways that
they are appealing to children
and youth. In other words, of
the 225 tobacco points of sale
observed, 91 per cent of dis-
plays were at  1 meter-a child’s
eye level, 54 per cent of the
points of sale had no visible
health warnings while 90 per
cent of displays were besides
candy, sweets and toys-items
marketed to children, said the

study jointly conducted by
Consumer Voice and
Voluntary Health Association
of India (VHAI).

Calling the study results as
‘alarming’, Rajya Sabha mem-
ber, MV Rajeev Gowda “young
people are vulnerable to the
temptations of tobacco and
alcohol even before they are
able to make informed and
mature decisions. For some
these become a gateway to
drugs. Hence, it’s important to
protect our kids from these
harmful products.” Various
reports say that nearly 37 per
cent children in India initiate
smoking before the age of ten
while 5,500 children begin
tobacco use and become
addicted, leaving them exposed
to various tobacco related dis-
eases.

Bhavna B Mukhopadhyaya
from VHAI said, “It is not that
the first time the tobacco

industry has been found tar-
geting children and neither it
is unique to India. However, the
data is alarming because it
documents a very systematic
and widespread pattern of
activity by tobacco companies
to get young people addicted to
tobacco.”

Asim Sanyal from
Consumer Voice added: “We
have seen the industry use this
tactics time and again which is
endangering the lives of our
young generation.”

He said it was high time
that the Union Health
Ministry’s advisory letter
observing that “the shops per-
mitted to sell tobacco products
cannot sell non-tobacco prod-
ucts such as toffees, candies,
chips, biscuits, soft drinks,
among others so that children
do not get attracted to these
vends,” is implemented in right
earnest.
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After the party’s two-day
recent national council

meet, all top  BJP leaders have
been asked to address media in
50 places across the country in
four-days, beginning Thursday,
to drive home the message of
the meet  and  counter  cam-
paign of Congress and
Opposition parties  against the
Modi-Government in the run
up to the Lok sabha polls.

Most of the senior  central
and state ministers, BJP Chief
Ministers, Deputy Chief
Ministers, top office bearers of
the party at all levels have been
asked to travel to different
places and apprise people
through media about the “false-
hood” spread by the Congress
and other opponents and
“expose their lies”, according to
a  statement issued by the party.

The efforts is to  effective-
ly communicate with the peo-
ple on the “achievements” of the
Modi-governments in last four
and half years and spread the
“success” of welfare policies of
the government . 

With the Lok Sabha polls
only months away and alliances
being firmed up, particularly the
recent SP-BSP seat sharing tie-
up in Uttar Pradesh with 80 LS
seats at stake, the party seeks to

create  confidence and  dismiss
opposition’s attempt to  portray
it as underdog in the coming
crucial elections.   

BJP General Secretaries
Ram Madhav would brief the
press in Jammu, Bhupendra
Yadav in Patna, Anil Jail in Agra
and Arun Singh in Varanasi.
Union Minister and election-in-
charge J P Nadda addressed
media in Lucknow on Thursday.

Central ministers lined up
for addressing the press within
four days include Nirmala
Sitharaman, Prakash Javadekar,
Dharmendra Pradhan,
Thawarchand Gehlot, Dr
Jitendra Singh, Narendra Singh
Tomar, Smiriti Irani, (Gen.) V
K Singh, Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat and Rajyavardhan
Rathore. Women wing head
Poonam Mahajan would also be
part of the drill. 

Besides, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Maharasthra CM Devendra
Fadnavis, Gujarat CM Viay
Rupani , Jharkhand’s CM
Raghubar Das, Uttarakhand
CM Trivendra Singh Rawat,
Haryana CM Mohan Lal
Khattar and Himachal CM
Jayram Thakur would also
address press at different cities
or towns. Party’s media-in-
charge Anil Baluni is to do his
briefing in Rohtak, Haryana. 
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The high-powered Selection
Committee headed by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is likely to meet on January 24
to appoint the new CBI
Director.  The two other mem-
bers of the Committee are
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi and Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge. 

As the race for the top post
at CBI begins, BSF DG
Rajnikant Mishra is learnt to
have met NSA Ajit Doval ear-
lier this week even as NIA DG
YC Modi and Gujarat DGP
Shivanand Jha are also in the
reckoning. Presently, the CBI is
headed by an interim Director
M Nageswara Rao following
ouster of the incumbent Alok
Verma following an adverse
report against him by the
Central Vigilance Commission.  

While Mishra is a 1984
batch IPS officer of Uttar
Pradesh cadre, Modi is Assam-
Meghalaya cadre of 1984. Both

have served significant terms in
the CBI. Jha is a 1983 batch
Gujarat cadre officer now head-
ing the State police. 1983-batch
IPS officer OP Singh, serving
as DGP of Uttar Pradesh and
Special Secretary Internal
Security Rina Mitra of Mafhya
Pradesh cadre (1983-batch may
also be considered for the
appointment of the top post in
the CBI.  

Sources said the
Government had proposed the
meeting for selection of the
new CBI chief on January 21
earlier but Kharge wanted the
meeting on January 24 or 25.

After mutual consultations
between the stakeholders, the
Government has finalised
January 24 as the date for the

meeting to select the new CBI
Director. 

On October 10, the panel
had removed Verma and trans-
ferred him as Director General
Fire Service.

CJI’s nominee Justice AK
Sikri had during the panel
meeting on January 10 insist-
ed that the panel should finalise
a new CBI Director within
two weeks, sources said.  

The panel had named Rao
as the interim director of the
CBI, a move criticised by the
Congress for not appointing a
regular CBI Director.

Kharge had also written to
the PM demanding early meet-
ing of the high powered com-
mittee to appoint a regular
CBI Director.  

Meanwhile, Supreme
Court on Wednesday deferred
the hearing on a petition chal-
lenging the appointment of
additional director of the CBI
M Nageshwara Rao as the
interim chief of the premier
investigating agency following
ouster of Alok Verma.
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The CBI has registered two
fresh FIRs relating to the

alleged abuse of children in two
shelter homes in Bihar—
Bhagalpur-based Boys’
Children Home run by Rupam
Pragati Samaj Samit,i and
House Mother another chil-
dren home in Gaya and their
office bearers for alleged abuse
of the minor inmates. 

A  Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS) report had
stated that House Mother of
Children Home, Gaya ill treat-
ed children by using abusive
language, physical assault, forc-
ing them to write lewd mes-
sages and exploiting by then by
taking manual labour. 

Office bearers of these shel-
ter homes are under the probe
of the CBI even as the agency
did not name any of the NGO
functionairies. 

Last year, there was nation-
al outrage following the alleged
abuse of minor girls at a shel-
ter home run by one Brajesh
Pathak in Muzaffarpur district
of Bihar.

The Supreme Court had
directed the CBI to probe
alleged abuse of inmates at 17
shelter homes listed in a study
conducted by TISS. 

The TISS report stated that
House Mothe, Children Home,
Gaya allegedly ill treated chil-

dren by using abusive lan-
guage, physical assault, forcing
them to write lewd messages
and further exploiting them by
forcing them o take manual
labour.

According to the allega-
tions, there were no proper
arrangements for medical treat-
ment, study, recreation and
food  for the minor inmates at
the shelter home. 

The agency also alleged
that the director and other
officials were running Boys’
Children Home in violation of
provisions of Juvenile Justice
Act. 

“The boys were mentally
and physically abused in the
shelter home. There were no
educational recreational or
vocational facilities...,” accord-
ing to the TISS report, now part
of the FIR. 

The agency registered both
the FIRs on Tuesday. 
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Minister of State for
Railways Manoj Sinha on

Wednesday pitched for more
powers for the Railway
Protection Force terming it a
toothless organisation with
Railway Minister Piyush Goyal
saying a law in this regard is
just a “technicality”.

A bill to amend the
Railway Act to empower RPF
is awaiting clearance from
Cabinet. 

Speaking at a conference
on security of railways, both
Sinha and RPF Director
General Arun Kumar pushed
for handing over the registra-
tion, enquiry and detection of
passenger-related crimes on
board running trains to the
railways’ security force.

Currently, even if a crime
is detected by the RPF, it has to
hand over the case to the
Government Railway Police
for further enquiry. 

“RPF is a toothless organ-
isation. It is involved in secu-
rity, but has no powers. Despite
ability and efforts, the RPF has
not got the powers it deserves.
However, it is blamed for every-
thing that happens on railway

premises. But the reality is
that other than taking care (of
railway property), RPF has no
real powers. 

An amendment in the law,
I personally feel, is the need of
the hour,” Sinha said.

Goyal urged the RPF and
the Government Railway Police
to work together to secure
railways and said that the
amendment to the law was a
“technicality”. 

“Whether the law is
changed or not, whether the
GRP does it or the RPF, these
are all technicalities. We have

to do decide that we need to
work together to secure pas-
sengers. Then law will not
come in the way,” he said.

The RPF DG highlighted
how his force can leverage its
inherent advantage of having
an all India jurisdiction to pre-
vent and detect crime in mov-
ing trains. 

He said that since the 
jurisdiction of an RPF 
posts cuts across jurisdiction of
many police stations it puts it
in a position of advantage 
for identification of place of
occurrence, quick registration

of the case and subsequent
detection. 

“Therefore, we may con-
sider empowering RPF to reg-
ister, investigate and detect
passenger luggage thefts so
that the state police can con-
centrate on control of serious
crime like robbery, dacoity,
rape, murder and focus its
efforts in maintenance of 
law and order in railway
premises. 

“A draft bill for amendment
in Railways Act to empower
RPF to register, enquire and
prosecute cases of passenger
luggage theft and crime against
women has been approved to
be sent to the cabinet for fur-

ther legislative action,” he said. 
Kumar also said that the

issue of reporting and regis-
tration of crime against pas-
sengers is a weak link in the
security apparatus which affects
the service delivery to the pas-
sengers. 

The victim has to run pil-
lar to post to get his FIR regis-
tered without which the crim-
inal justice system would not
set in motion, he said.

Home Minister Rajnath
Singh, who was part of the con-
ference, suggested to Goyal to
start a facility by which pas-
sengers can file FIRs online.

“There is no facility for a
passenger to file an FIR online.
If somebody is travelling by
train (and something hap-
pens), he need to visit
Government Railway Police
(GRP) police station to get an
FIR registered. 

It will then go to the 
state, to the district and 
eventually to the Police Station
concerned. There is no 
guarantee that he would get the
desired justice,” he Minister
said.

He said there has to be a
provision for the passengers to
file the FIR electronically.
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The ruling BJP has declared
high value donations

totalling more than �437 crore
for the last fiscal, which is 12
times of the sum total of dona-
tions declared by all other
national parties including the
Congress, in the last financial
year, an electoral think-tank
said Wednesday.

The maximum amount of
donations to both the BJP and
the Congress came from
Prudent Electoral Trust, which
is backed by some big corpo-
rate houses, including major
players in the realty and tele-
com sectors, according to ADR
or Association for Democratic
Reforms.

Prudent Electoral Trust
donated a total of �164.30
crore to the BJP and the
Congress combined. Of this the

BJP got �154.30 crore, which is
35 per cent of the total 
funds received by the party, and
the Congress got �10 crore,
which is 38 per cent of its total
funds.

High value donations or
any donation above �20,000
declared by the national parties
were �469.89 crore for the year
2017-18. Out of this, BJP
received chunk of the funds at
�437.04 crore, while Congress
got �26.65 crore.

“The donations declared by
BJP is 12 times more than the
aggregate declared by
Congress, NCP, CPI, CPM and
Trinamool Congress for the
same period,” ADR said in a
statement.

Nearly 90 per cent of the
total donations to the nation-
al parties were made by cor-
porate houses, while 10 per
cent were by individuals.
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Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved

�4,242 crore worth project for
the e-filing process for Income
Tax and �6,000 crore worth
recapitalisation of Exim Bank.
The Cabinet meeting chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also approved �22,594-cr
expansion of Numaligarh refin-
ery in Assam.

IT major Infosys has been
selected to implement the next
generation system for process-
ing income tax return filings,
with the Union Cabinet sanc-
tioning an estimated �4,241.97
crore for the project. The move
will help in bringing down the
income tax return (ITR), said
Union Minister Piyush Goyal,
briefing media.

Goyal said this approval is
for creating a Integrated E-fil-
ing and Centralised Processing
Centre 2.0 Project of the
Income Tax Department.
Minister said the processing
time at present for ITR is 63
days and it will come down to
one day after implementation
of the project. The project is
expected to be completed in 18
months and will be launched
after three months of testing.
Goyal also informed that tax
refunds worth �1.83 lakh crore
have been issued so far in the
current fiscal.

Cabinet approved an
increase in the bank’s autho-

rised capital from �10,000 crore
to �20,000 crore. 

Goyal said it has been
decided to issue recapitalisation
bonds by the Government of
India to the tune of �6,000
crore for capital infusion in
Export-Import Bank of India
(Exim Bank).

“The equity will be infused
in two tranches of �4,500 crore
in 2018-19 and �1,500 crore in
2019-20 respectively,” he said.
Established by the Government
of India in 1982, Exim Bank is
the apex financial institution
for financing, facilitating and
promoting the country’s inter-
national trade.

The Cabinet  also approved
�22,594-crore expansion of
Numaligarh refinery in Assam
for increasing 

the capacity by 6 million
tonnes per annum to meet the
fuel demand of north-eastern
India.  The central government
will provide a �1,020 crore

viability gap funding for the
project, said the Minister.

Numaligarh Refinery Ltd,
in which 61.65 per cent is
owned by Bharat Petroleum
Corp Ltd (BPCL), currently
refines 3 million tonnes of
crude oil a year. The refinery
was set up in 1999 following
the Assam Accord.  Goyal said
the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, gave its approval to the
expansion of the refinery to 9
million tonnes per annum.

“It (the project) involves
setting up of a crude oil
pipeline from Paradip (in
Odisha) to Numaligarh and
product pipeline from
Numaligarh to Siliguri (in West
Bengal) at a cost of �22,594
crore. The project is to be
completed within a period of
48 months, after approval and
receipt of statutory clearances,”
he said.
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Anew Emigration Bill will
replace the existing one in

view of a paradigm shift in the
nature, pattern, directions and
volume of migration over the
last 35 years. 

According to the proposal
made by the External Affairs
Ministry, the Emigration Bill
2019 proposes to constitute
an Emigration Management
Authority (EMA) by the Centre
to ensure the overall welfare
and protection of emigrants.
According to the proposed
Bill, two new bureaus- the
Bureau of Emigration Policy
and the Bureau of Emigration
Administration will be set up
in this connection. 

The bureaus will take care
of day-to-day operational mat-
ters. These will be responsible
for all emigration-related issues
as well as the welfare and pro-
tection of Indian nationals
abroad.

It will be the overarching
authority to provide policy
guidance, undertaking a com-
prehensive review and stock-
taking on emigration manage-
ment related matters. 

The EMA will be led by a
secretary-level officer from the
External Affairs Ministry, the
nodal Ministry for all emigra-
tion-related matters and will
have representation from the
Home Ministry and the
Ministry of Human Resource
Development. 

It will also have represen-

tation from the states and the
recruitment industry on a rota-
tion basis.

These bureaus will be led at
the joint secretary level and will
take care of day-to-day opera-
tional matters and will be
responsible for all emigration-
related issues as well as the wel-
fare and protection of Indian
nationals abroad. 

The Bureau of Emigration
Administration will have
offices in different parts of the
country.

According to the proposal,
nodal authorities will be setup
by the respective states and
Union Territories that will be
chaired at the principal secre-
tary level and will have repre-
sentation from the home, NRI,
labour and skill departments. 

These authorities will work
in close coordination with
other competent authorities of
the Central government to
ensure safe, orderly and regu-
lar migration and address var-
ious aspects related to migrants
who return.

The proposed Bill makes
mandatory registration and
intimation of all categories of
Indian nationals proceeding
for overseas employment as
well as students pursuing high-
er studies abroad. 

The Bill has comprehensive
provisions including insurance,
pre-departure orientation, skill
up gradation, legal assistance,
migrant resource centres, help
desks, migration and mobility
partnerships, labour and man-
power cooperation agreements
aimed at strengthened the wel-
fare and protection of the
Indian work force abroad.

The proposed Bill also
takes into account the increas-
ing incidents of human traf-
ficking, illegal recruitment,
illicit trafficking of drugs, har-
bouring offenders under the
garb of recruitment or those
offering emigration services
without due process.

It proposes to provide for
stringent punishment, in par-
ticular for categories classified
as aggravated form of offences
with regard to women and
children. 

The External Affairs
Ministry has sought comments
from the general public latest
by January 20 before it being
tabled in Parliament.

The Ministry statement
proposing the new Bill stated
that the Emigration Act 1983
was enacted in a specific 
context of large scale emigra-
tion of Indian workers to the
Gulf region.
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HRD Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Wednesday

said students are the future
ambassadors of our environ-
ment.  Appreciating their
efforts in understanding the
environment related issues,
Javadekar said the students
intelligence, knowledge and
awareness will bring out a pos-
itive change in our society in

protecting nature like forest,
biodiversity, wildlife, etc. 

Realising the fire conse-
quences of the environmental
pollution and its future impact
on living beings, Javadekar
appealed that citizens must
work together in a mission
mode for the protection of
environment. 

He said that it is everyone’s
responsibility to conserve and
preserve the surrounding envi-

ronment by changing mindsets
which can give a good atmos-
phere to live a sustainable and
healthy life.

Javadekar was speaking at
an event to felicitate students at
the 4th edition of TERRE
Olympiad, a national level
environmental awareness
online quiz competition con-
ducted by organisation TERRE
Policy Centre. 

Congratulating the win-

ners of the competition and
also the organizers for orga-
nizing the Olympiad, the HRD
Minister stated such efforts
will encourage and inspire the
youth to get closer towards
natural surroundings. 

He said that the quiz com-
petition will provide a unique
and exciting platform for stu-
dents to be more aware, as they
are preparing themselves to
become future manager.  

This year total 2,49,218
students participated in the
exam at national level and
numbers of students received
prizes in Top 5, TOP 10 and
TOP 100 from all over India
were into three categories as
Saplings, Plants and Tree. 

The online exam is very
popular in the school students
as its totally free of charge and
can participate any time even
on cell phone. 
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Cary Huang, a senior columnist
with the South China Morning
Post, wrote recently: “In 2019,
China ushers in a year full of both
festive jubilation and political

trouble. Its communist leadership places
enormous emphasis on the anniversaries of
important historical events …China has a lot
to celebrate in 2019 but it also has old
wounds to heal.” He noted that with its
packed 2019 calendar of commemorative
events, Beijing may “forget” some of them,
“many of which are politically charged or
divisive. For a nation moving forward, it’s
time to acknowledge the difficult past.”

But today, in Xi Jinping’s China, who is
ready to analyse the past? Huang gave the
example of March 28, the day when Beijing
will commemorate the 60th anniversary of
Serfs Emancipation Day. What is this
“emancipation?” March 28, 1959, marks the
end of the massacre of the Tibetan popu-
lation in Lhasa and Beijing’s taking of rig-
orous control over the Tibetan capital; 18
days earlier, the Dalai Lama had fled the
Roof of the World to take refuge in India.
On March 28, the revered Dalai Lama was
sacked as chairman of the Preparatory
Committee for the Tibet Autonomous
Region and was replaced by a (then) more
pliant Panchen Lama. 

Incidentally, will Beijing observe the 30th
anniversary of the death of reformist party
chief Hu Yaobang and the subsequent student-
led pro-democracy protests, which resulted
in thousands of casualties during the military
crackdown in Tiananmen Square on June 4,
1989? An Alzeimerish communist party is
bound to have forgotten what happened on
the Square after the demise of Hu Yaobang
as well as the thousands who died in Lhasa
but the Emancipation Day is still celebrated.

Several non-Tibetan accounts of the
events of March 1959, including the popular
uprising, the flight of the Dalai Lama, the mas-
sacre of the Tibetan population and finally the
so-called ‘emancipation’ — all this in less than
three weeks — are available.

In his ‘Report for the months of March,
April and May 1959’ sent to the Ministry of
External Affairs, Maj SL Chibber, the Indian
Consul General in Lhasa said: “In the histo-
ry of movement for free Tibet, the month of
March, 1959, will be most historic …during
this month Tibetans high and low, in Lhasa,
capital of Tibet, openly challenged the
Chinese rule … the might of [the] Chinese
People’s Liberation Army (PLA), who on
March 20, 1959, started an all-out offensive
against the ill-organised, ill-equipped and
untrained Tibetans with artillery, mortars,
machine guns and all types of automatic
weapons, was short-lived.”

The Dalai Lama left Lhasa secretly three
days earlier. Chibber continued: “On March
28, 1959, the State Council of the Peoples
Republic of China dissolved the local Tibet
Government and transferred all its functions
and powers to the Preparatory Committee for

the Tibetan Autonomous
Region (TAR).”

Another recent publication,
‘The 1959 Tibetan Uprising
Documents — The Chinese
Army Documents’, released last
year using documents from the
PLA’s Military Intelligence, cor-
roborated Chibber’s version of
the 1959 bloody events. 

Yet another account was
given by Jianglin Li in her book,
Tibet in Agony. She also used
Chinese sources to describe the
crackdown in Lhasa. Jianglin
wrote: “In March 1959, a series
of critical events played out in
Lhasa. From March 25 to April
5, the CPC’s Central Committee
held an enlarged politburo meet-
ing, and the seventh plenary ses-
sion of the Eighth Central
Committee in Shanghai.
Pacification of rebellion in Tibet
and relations with India were
two of the issues discussed. Wu
Lengxi, who was then head of
Xinhua news agency and chief
editor of The People’s Daily,
revealed a glimpse of Mao’s
thinking on the China-India
relationship in his memoir: “Let
the Indian Government commit
all the wrongs for now. When
the time comes, we will settle
accounts with them.”

The accounts were ‘settled’
three years later on the slopes of
the Thagla ridge and in Ladakh.
Jianglin added: “Mao was
brooding on ‘settling accounts’
with India as early as March
1959. Yet on May 15, in a letter

from the Chinese Foreign
Ministry to the Indian
Government, he wrote:
‘Pacification of rebellion and
implementing democratic
reform in Tibet would pose no
threat to India whatsoever.’ ”

RS Kapur, another Indian
official posted as Indian Trade
Agent in Gyantse, wrote in his
Annual Report for the Year
1959: “The year 1959 will go
down as the most important
year in the history of Tibet. It
marked an end to the way of life
of the Tibetan people. The Dalai
Lama, who felt that he could no
longer function effectively, left
his country in March. …With
Opposition out of the country,
Chinese got a free hand and they
went all out to subjugate the
country. People have been
deprived of their movable and
immovable property.”

He further asserted: “While
the heart of Tibet was bleeding,
the free world only made
speeches. With the end of the
debate on Tibet in the United
Nations, Tibetans lost all hopes
of their survival, stared at the sky
with blank eyes and asked:
Where is God? Where is
Buddha?”

During the 1950s, the
Chinese had time and again
used the same propaganda
argument; once the Tibetans
would be ready, the PLA would
leave the Land of Snows. Some
members of the Communist
Youth League were told:

“Tibetans should work hard to
become capable of shouldering
the responsibility of the admin-
istration of their country.” They
were given the example of
Inner Mongolia where the
Chinese personnel withdrew
when the local people were able
to run the administration in an
efficient way.

Che Dalha, the TAR
Chairman, announced that
everything was fine now.
“High-tech and digital indus-
tries, together with agriculture,
tourism and culture, green
industries and modern ser-
vices, have become major
industries, contribute to high-
quality growth in the region,”
he declared. Tibet’s GDP in
2018 was estimated at more
than $21 billion, up about 10
per cent from 2017.

However, during a session
of the 11th TAR People’s
Congress, Che spoke again
and again about poverty alle-
viation. His Government, said
Che, had lifted 50,000 people
out of poverty in 2018 and
would eradicate absolute
poverty by 2019; he promised
that he would create new jobs
for 50,000 people in cities and
towns. Once could ask: what
was the point to ‘liberate’ Tibet
and then ‘emancipate’ the
Tibetans if there are still so
many poor 60 years later?

(The writer is an expert on
India-China relations and an
author)
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Karnataka drama” (January
16). Once again, political drama
has erupted in Karnataka where
huge money is being spent to
save/uproot the State
Government. Fearing poach-
ing, MLAs have been hiding in
costly resorts far away from the
State. Evidently, the heavy
amount of money being spent
for political games will be recov-
ered indirectly from the public.
It’s high time that a mechanism
be evolved to put an end to such
nuisance and ensure the effica-
cy of governance.

Chief Ministers must be
elected secretly and all MLAs
must compulsorily vote through
Electronic Voting Machines on
nominations filed by at least 34
per cent of the MLAs. Members
not participating in such an
election may lose their voting
right in the State Assembly
though they may retain their
membership. 

Further, any such elected
Chief Minister may be removed
following the same process but
with the compulsion that s/he
will have to name an alternate

leader. Such an elected Chief
Minister must also be com-
pelled to have cordial relations
with the Opposition so that
proceedings of the House can
take place smoothly. 

Such a leader must also be
able to tackle factionalism in rul-
ing parties and ensure full terms
and stable Governments.

Madhu Agrawal 
Delhi

�����������	���
�

Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial,  “Beef ing up borders”
(January 15). The editorial gives
an appalling picture of what
Beijing could do in case a con-
flict erupts between India and
China. Of late, the Middle
Kingdom has undertaken a lot
of infrastructural projects along

the borders of Jammu &
Kashmir and Arunachal
Pradesh. The counter action
taken by India, too, has been
commendable but remains
insufficient. India needs to speed
up its pace of development. It
needs to construct more roads
and build necessary infrastruc-
ture projects to face China. 

Ashutosh Garg
New Delhi

���������	����	����

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “The Bua-Bhatija dare”
(January 14). The BJP’s loss of
political ground after the three
State Assembly elections appears
to have emboldened regional
parties with sufficient standing.
Despite its political pedigree, the
Congress’ power to negotiate
stands diminished. While the
Congress seems to think it can go
it alone after tasting political
success, this stance could prove to
be its Achilles heel. 

R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai
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Sir — The Congress is surely to
play the role of vote divider in
Uttar Pradesh. The party is sure
to have a respectable share of
votes in most constituencies.
The division of votes will hurt
the gathbandhan too and not
just the BJP.

Sweta
Via email
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Spiralling levels of pollution,
emanating from the use of fos-
sil fuels, have been a worrying

problem across the world in gener-
al and India in particular. As our
nation grapples with this problem
and the aftermath in the form of
deteriorating air quality index
(AQI), alternative energy sources
such as solar, wind and biofuel are
yet to provide the clean substitute
that one is looking forward to. 

In spite of the Government
pushing the case of biofuels, the sec-
tor has simply not been able to reach
the scale that is required to offer a
mainstream energy source. The lack
of traction for biofuel can be 
understood by the fact that even after
a decade of Government pushing,

general public awareness and use is
much less than the desired levels.

Last year, on the World Biofuel
Day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
fuelled a hope that India can save
�12,000 crore in foreign exchange in
the next four years due to ethanol
blending with petrol. This was in the
backdrop of the country’s crude
import Bill that had touched eight
lakh crore rupees. Union Minister
for Road Transport and Highways,
Nitin Gadkari, too, has been push-
ing the case for alternative fuels.
During a recent visit to Charoda in
Chhattisgarh’s Durg district, he
observed the immense potential of
the State for biofuel. This was in ref-
erence to India’s first biofuel-pow-
ered flight from Dehradun to Delhi
on August 27, 2018, that used oil
from jatropha or Jatropha curcas
seeds from Chhattisgarh.

But ground realities tell a differ-
ent story. Touted amid much hype
as ‘green gold’, Chhattisgarh was
supposed to be the hub of biofuel,
attaining self-sufficiency in its pro-
duction and creating at least a mil-

lion jobs by 2014. None of these
came true. Expectations of the local
people and environmentalists at
large, who hoped for the country’s
alternate fuel dream to take off, were
dashed to the ground to say the
least. The Government’s ineffective
planning seems to be the root cause
for the debacle. It had planted jat-
ropha on 20 hectares of land that in
turn affected paddy crops as the
plantations cut off sunlight and did
not let the rice grow.

Both the Centre and States had
identified jatropha as the most suit-
able tree-borne oil seed for biodiesel
in view of its ability to thrive under
a variety of agro-climatic conditions,
low gestation period and higher
seed yield. However, this optimism
was based on misunderstandings.
As jatropha is a resilient crop, it was
planted on unproductive soils.
Though the plant can survive
droughts and infertile soil, it can’t
produce many seeds under those
conditions. To get a good harvest,
it needs nutrients and water, just like
any other crop. The lack of the same

meant that sufficient harvest and
scalability became a casualty.

Under the National Biodiesel
Mission (NBM), launched in 2009,
jatropha and pongamia (Millettia
pinnata) were planned on 500,000
hectares of land over a period of five
years with a cost of �1,500 crore.
Though petroleum companies
signed memoranda of understand-
ings with States to establish jatropha
on Government-owned wastelands
or through contract farming with
small and medium farmers, the
yield was low. Due to the lack of
commercial viability, three oil-mar-
keting companies — Indian Oil
Corporation, Bharat Petroleum
Corporation and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation — shut
down the joint ventures they had
started for jatropha cultivation to
manufacture biodiesel.

This partly explains why India
has been missing biofuel blending
deadlines ever since the erstwhile
Planning Commission in 2003 rec-
ommended the launch of a nation-
al biodiesel mission to follow the

mandate of 20 per cent blending of
biodiesel with diesel by 2017. Now,
even the revised target — five per
cent blending by 2030 — looks
ambitious given the lacklustre
progress so far. Biodiesel blend in
2017 was less than 0.12 per cent,
mostly due to limited feedstock
availability and lack of an integrat-
ed and dedicated supply chain. To
expand the market by 2022, India
needs 6,750 million litres of
biodiesel and 4,500 million litres of
ethanol per annum. Government
data shows ethanol production in
2017-18 was 1,410 million litres. 

Given these challenges and
debacles already endured, the
Government must quickly take
charge of the situation and ensure
that the jatropha biofuel pro-
gramme does not attract negative
publicity as a failed mission. First,
it will have to be treated like any
other crop and sufficient nutrients
and water must be made available
for its prosperous growth. This will
ensure sustainable production of
sufficient harvest and in turn form

the basis for scalability. As biofuel
scalability improves, so will its
supply and eventually its use. But
for this, the Government must
remove all hurdles in the form of
availability of suitable land.
Currently, people’s mindset is that
jatropha must be made to grow on
wasteland because it is resilient
enough to do so. However, this is
only partially correct. In order to
attain good harvest, jatropha needs,
apart from enough water and nutri-
ents, better land as well.

The definition of energy has
come to indicate fossil fuels only.
This needs to change and biofuels
provide the exciting opportunity for
the same except that an image
makeover and sufficient public
awareness are the need of the hour
in combination with suitable grow-
ing conditions for the jatropha
plant. Once the combination is
achieved, India will finally accom-
plish the biofuel scalability that
has been so much elusive till now.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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Agricultural transformation is high on
everybody’s agenda today. Various
stakeholders, including experts, poli-
cy-makers and political executives, have
expressed their views on how to move

forward with agricultural policies so that our farm-
ers can prosper. However, performance of policies
and strategies that are already in their implemen-
tation stage will provide valuable guidance for the
future. It is in this connection that it is imperative
to analyse the results of India’s achievements in the
pulses sector in the last two to three years that has
surprisingly gone unnoticed. The annual produc-
tion of pulses in India was stagnating at around 15-
18 million tonne for several years while its domes-
tic demand increased steadily. In 2015-16, against
an estimated domestic demand of 23 million tonne,
production stood at 16.35 million tonne. To meet
the demand gap, India had to import pulses every
year. It can, therefore, be concluded that the earli-
er policies were not successful in this important sub-
sector of agriculture. 

Domestic consumption in India forms a sub-
stantial share of the global demand. Hence, even
a slight variation in the world’s pulses production
leads to significant increase in its prices in the
domestic market. A similar trend was witnessed
in 2015 when there was a sudden spurt in the mar-
ket prices of pulses, which caused hardships to the
consumers and became a matter of serious con-
cern for policy-makers. As an immediate relief, this
challenge was met by increasing the import of puls-
es. But to ensure that such a situation does not arise
again, it became necessary to implement a coor-
dinated strategy. Based on the Prime Minister’s
directives, the formulation and implementation of
this comprehensive strategy was initiated at the level
of the Cabinet Secretary. The key aspects of this
strategy were to increase production/productivi-
ty, provide remunerative prices to the farmers for
their produce, strengthen market mechanism
and make pulses affordable for the economically
and socially backward households. 

As a first step, action was initiated in collabo-
ration with the States under the National Food
Security Mission to increase the production of puls-
es. Adoption of quality seeds and model agricul-
tural practices through extension programmes were
given priority. The overall objective was to reduce
the gap between domestic demand and production
as quickly as possible. Due to sustained and coor-
dinated efforts, the area under pulse cultivation,
which was 23.10 lakh hectares in the financial year
2014-15, was increased to 24.91 lakh hectares in
the financial year 2015-16, 29.44 lakh hectares in
the financial year 2016-17 and 29.99 lakh hectares
in the financial year 2017-18. Due to the adoption
of best practices, the productivity of pulses, which
was 656 kg per hectare in 2015-16, increased to 786
kg in 2016-17 and to 841 kg per hectare in 2017-
18. As a result, the annual production of pulses,
which was stagnating and stood at 16.35 million
tonne in 2015-16, jumped to 23.13 million tonne
in 2016-17 and 25.23 million tonne in 2017-18. 

While the increase in the production of puls-
es was encouraging, it was also necessary that the
farmers, who were engaged in its production, got
remunerative prices for sustained growth in
income. High production in the absence of a
strong price support mechanism can lead to

depression of prices and fear of distress sales.
Therefore, the Government decided to procure
pulses through Central agencies at minimum sup-
port price (MSP). For the financial year 2018-19,
the MSP of 21 major crops, including pulses, was
fixed at one-and-a-half times the weighted cost
of production. As a result, the support price of
moong, which was �4,600 per quintal in 2014-15,
was increased to �6,975 per quintal for 2018-19.
Similarly, the price of gram was increased from
�3,175 to �4,620; masoor from �3,075 to �4,475;
arhar from �4,350 to �5,675; and urad from �4,350
to �5,600 per quintal.

Major procurement of pulses at MSP was
undertaken. Earlier, the average annual procure-
ment of pulses stood at around one lakh tonne. This
was increased to 12.84 lakh tonne in 2016-17, 20.23
lakh tonne in 2017-18 and 37.02 lakh tonne in 2018-
19 till date. Due to an increase in procurement, a
direct benefit of �34,957 crore has accrued to near-
ly 41 lakh farmers. It was also decided that a min-
imum buffer stock of 20 lakh tonne of pulse will
always be maintained.

Two positive outcomes are distinctly evident.
First, farmers were able to sell their produce at
remunerative prices and second, due to the
strong buffer stock pulse, consumer prices of
pulses have also remained stable and at reason-
able levels since 2016. 

Sustaining high production of pulses requires
a continuous emphasis on ensuring remunerative
price to farmers. Keeping this in mind, the
Government recently launched a scheme, ‘Pradhan
Mantri Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan’ (PM-
AASHA). Under this scheme, States have been
given the option to provide price support to the
farmers through procurement of pulses at MSP on
behalf of the Union Government. Central agencies
will be able to procure up to 25 per cent of the total
estimated production. Necessary provisions for

budget and Government guarantees have been
made for this purpose. 

States of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Gujarat,
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh have started procurement of
pulses under this scheme. In view of the encour-
aging production of pulses, the trade policy has
also been oriented to encourage exports. A high
production, coupled with successful procure-
ment, will lead to the building up of stock of puls-
es. It was decided that while maintaining the min-
imum buffer required for price stability, the bal-
ance stock will be released to the States to be dis-
tributed under various welfare programmes run
by the Government. The States have been given
the option to distribute pulses at subsidised rates
through welfare schemes, such as mid-day
meals operated in primary schools, nutrition
under Anganwadi centres and targeted public
distribution system. The Union Government has
been providing a subsidy of �15/kg for this pur-
pose. States of Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Tripura, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat, Kerala, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have decided to dis-
tribute pulses at subsidised rates. 

This initiative will also contribute in achiev-
ing nutritional security and prevent malnutrition-
based trends like stunting and wasting. The mul-
tiple challenges of attaining self-reliance in pulses,
providing MSP to the farmers, stabilising consumer
prices and providing pulses at affordable/subsidised
rates to the socio-economically weak families are
being met through this coordinated strategy. The
case described above illustrates how an effective
implementation of an integrated policy can solve
multiple problems.

(The writer is Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare)
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Kolkata: Jadavpur University
on Wednesday divested pro-
fessor Kanak Sarkar of teach-
ing duties and barred him
from entering the campus with
immediate effect, pending
inquiries, following outrage
over his Facebook post in
which he likened a virgin
woman to a "sealed bottle".

"In view of the recom-
mendation of the department
of International Relations, Prof
Kanak Sarkar is divested of his
teaching duties with immedi-
ate effect. Substitute arrange-
ments will be decided in the
meeting of the Board of Studies
on January 18," a university
notification said.

Vice-Chancellor Suranjan
Das told reporters that Sarkar
won't be allowed to "take class-
es or enter the varsity campus
with immediate effect" till the
inquiries of the university-

appointed committee, the State
Women's Commission and
National Women's
Commission are over.

"We took the step after
talking to students and depart-
ment of International Relations
and the internal code of con-
duct committee of the institute
on the issue," he said.

Sarkar, a professor of
International Relations depart-
ment, had likened a virgin
woman to a "sealed bottle" or
"packet" in his post on Sunday.

Though he had deleted the
post, screenshots of it went
viral.

A top university official
said, "The university is taking
stringent measures in consul-
tation with legal experts against
Sarkar in sync with the statute
of the institute." 

Facing criticism, a defiant
Sarkar had appeared to justify
his comments, asserting that it
was intended for "fun" among
a social media group of friends
and "not for public consump-
tion".

"Someone took a screen-
shot of the post and forward-
ed it, which triggered the
response. I did not intend to
hurt anyone's sentiment or
insult any woman," he said.

He also said according to a
Supreme Court order every
individual is entitled to express
his opinion. PTI
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Aleopard snatched away a
three-year-old girl from

her mother's lap after entering
their home at a tea garden in
West Bengal's Alipurduar dis-
trict, officials said on
Wednesday.

Parts of her body were
found scattered in the
Garganda tea garden in
Madarihat area of the district
this morning.

The leopard sneaked into
the house in the labour line on
Tuesday night and grabbed
Pranita, who was on her moth-
er's lap, the officials said.

Pranita's mother Puja
Oraon fought the leopard but
failed and it fled with the baby.
"I tried my best. It was so large...
I could not save her," said a cry-
ing Oraon.

Locals searched for the girl
the entire night but could not
find her, the officials said,
adding that parts of her body
were found in the tea garden
this morning. 
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Kochi: Four of the five nuns
who led an agitation against
rape-accused Bishop Franco
Mulakkal in Kerala have been
directed to leave their convent
in Kottayam district in com-
pliance with a transfer order
issued last year, sources said
here on Wednesday.

Their congregation —
Missionaries of Jesus under
Jalandhar diocese of the Roman
Catholic Church — has direct-
ed the nuns to join the convents
they were assigned previously as
per the transfer orders issued
between March and May in
2018.

However, the nuns, who
have been staying with their
colleague, allegedly subjected to
rape and unnatural sex by
Mulakkal, stated they would not
leave the convent in
Kuravialangad.

The protest led by the nuns
and Catholic reformist forums
here in September had led to a
public outrage and demands for
action against the bishop.

Bishop Mulakkal, a senior

member of the Roman Catholic
clergy in India, was arrested in
September last following alle-
gations by the nun that he
repeatedly raped and sexually
assaulted her in the convent at
Kuravialangad between 2014
and 2016, a charge denied by
him.

The 54-year-old clergyman
was "temporarily" relieved of all
pastoral responsibilities as the
bishop of the Jalandhar diocese
by the Vatican.

Three weeks after his arrest,
the bishop released on bail in
October by the Kerala High
Court.

Reacting to the latest
church directive, one of the
nuns alleged that the decision
was aimed at splitting the group
and sabotaging their colleague's
case against Mulakkal.

The nuns — Alphy,
Anupama, Josephine and
Ancitta — were served notice
by Superior General of the
congregation Regina
Kadamthottu urging them to
take up their assigned respon-
sibilities as befitting members
of the Missionaries of Jesus con-
gregation.

Sister Nina Rose, who also
fought for justice for the sur-

vivor nun, has not been asked
to leave the convent.

The congregation had
issued their transfer orders last
year much before the outbreak
of protests but the nuns had
then refused to accept them.

In her recent communique,
Superior General Regina said it
was a "matter of serious con-
cern" for her to note that they
have not yet joined their con-
vents assigned previously.

"You have, however, chosen
not to pay heed to my repeat-
ed instructions and orders,
throwing to the wind your
avowed religious vows and
commitments," she said in the
letter.

While Sister Alphy has
been transferred to a convent in
Pakartala in Bihar, sister Ancitta
and sister Josephine have been
directed to join their convent in
Lalmatia, Jharkhand.

Sister Anupama, who led
the nuns in their protest against
Bishop, has been asked to
report at the MJ congregation
in Punjab. PTI
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Amaravati: The Telugu Desam
Party(TDP) on Wednesday
called Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao and
YSR Congress president YS
Jaganmohan Reddy ‘Modi’s
puppets’ and dubbed the pro-
posed Federal Front as a 'pup-
pets front’.

In a strong reaction to the
meeting Jagan had with TRS
working president K T Rama
Rao in Hyderabad to discuss
the Federal Front, Andhra
Pradesh Finance Minister and
TDP politburo member
Yanamala Ramakrishnudu said
the relationship between the
TRS and the YSRC that so far
remained secret has now come
out in the open. But the YSRC
debunked TDP's charge and
maintained that the meeting
between the two leaders was
only related to the Federal
Front and not for a tie-up
between TRS and the YSRC.

"All those who did injustice
to Andhra Pradesh are now
ganging up. The meeting

between KTR and Jagan hap-
pened under the direction of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Both Jagan and KCR are
Modi's puppets," Yanamala said
in a statement. The YSRC
chiefs claim that he would
secure Special Category Status
to Andhra Pradesh with the
help of the TRS exposed a con-
spiracy, he said.

"The Federal Front pro-
posed by KCR is, in fact, a pup-
pets front. These are puppets in
the hands of Modi, the TDP
veteran leader alleged.Yanamala
said the proposed front was
only a ploy to prevent the com-
ing together of all anti-BJP
parties across the country.

At separate press confer-
ences, State Ministers D U Rao
and N Anand Babu also found
fault with YSR Congress for
seeking to 'align' with the TRS
that had been working against
the interests of Andhra Pradesh.

The TRS, they pointed out,
always opposed Special
Category Status to Andhra

Pradesh and had also made
no effort to resolve pending
issues in accordance with the
AP Reorganisation Act, 2014.

"Jagan never questioned
the Centre about the funds
that were to be given to the
state, nor did he speak against
KCR, though many con-
tentious issues between the
two states remained unre-
solved. Jagan owes an expla-
nation to the people on this,"
the Ministers said. PTI
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Amoderate snowfall dis-
rupted normal life in

Kashmir on Wednesday as
flights from Srinagar were can-
celled and traffic movement on
all major routes encountered
hitches and delays. Even as the
one-way traffic plied on
Srinagar-Jammu National
Highway throughout the day,
the authorities have cautioned
the commuters against
embarking on the journey

without weather updates.
The divisional administra-

tion issued fresh avalanche
warning for nine avalanche
prone districts in the Valley.

The snowfall occurred
three days before the
Meteorological department had
predicted heavy snowfall in the
region between January 19 and
23.

“The air traffic to and from
Srinagar airport has been hit
because of the low visibility due
to continuous snowfall,” an

official said. Later in the day,
the flights were cancelled and
passengers were asked to leave
the airport until improvement
in weather system.

Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, Baseer Ahmad Khan
issued avalanche warning for
avalanche prone areas of
Anantnag, Kulgam, Budgam,
Baramulla, Kupwara,
Bandipora, Ganderbal, Kargil
and Leh districts. The provin-
cial chief bureaucrat directed
the Deputy Commissioners of

all these districts to advise the
people living in avalanche
prone areas not to venture out
to avoid any untoward inci-
dent.

A police spokesman said
that due to fresh snowfall, all
roads in Srinagar city turned
slippery. “Commuters are
advised to drive slow, avoid
sudden brakes, fast turning
and overtaking, follow traffic
rules, minimise use of two-
wheeler and keep distance
between vehicles.” 
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With the festivities associ-
ated with Pongal coming

to a conclusion on Thursday
marking the end of the festival
season of 2018 to 2019, Tamil
Nadu is in electoral mission as
far as cobbling up alliances for
the upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions is concerned. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
BJP chief Amit Shah are expect-
ed in the State in the coming
weeks which would mark the
commencement of the count-
down for the mega election.

Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswamy who was away in
his village in Edappadi in Salem
district for the Pongal festival
was busy giving shape to the
alliance to be formed by the
AIADMK. On Friday, Piyush
Goyal, Union Minister for
power, who has been designat-
ed as the party-in-charge for
Tamil Nadu is calling on the
AIADMK leadership in
Chennai for alliance talks. He
will also meet leaders of all par-
ties in the State except Vaiko of
the MDMK which were part of
the NDA in the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections. Vaiko has jumped
fence since then and is with the
DMK bandwagon which is hav-
ing an edge over others in the
battlefront as on date.

While small parties like
India Jananayaka Katchi led by
Patchamuthu, chancellor of
SRM University have decided to

continue in the NDA camp,
what is being watched with
interest is the talks between the
BJP and the PMK. Though
there were reports that the
PMK may switch over to the
DMK camp, sources in the
Dravidian party said that party
president M K Stalin does not
like the father-son duo. “The
articulation and erudition of Dr
Anbumani Ramadoss is being
seen as a threat not only to Stalin
but to Udhayanidhi Stalin, his
son and possible heir apparent
to the DMK,” said a senior
DMK leader.

Vijayakanth, leader of the
DMDK, is seriously ill and has
been admitted to a hospital in
a foreign country. The family
members of Vijayakanth doubt
Stalin as the reason behind
many senior leaders of the
DMDK crossing over to the
DMK, the former may not wel-
come any overtures from the
DMK camp. Moreover with
Vijayakanth remaining out of
public sight for more than  a a
year, the fortunes of the party
formed by him too is in its low-
est ebb, says party insiders.
This may  make the Vijayakanth
family, especially wife
Premalatha Vijayakanth opt for
the BJP-led camp. Premalatha is
sure that the BJP would not try
to split the DMDK. Moreover,
PM Modi congratulating the
hard work she did during the
2014 campaign is still fresh in
the minds of the DMDK cadre
and the family.

6	����������	����&
������,�+:������
�%�&����������	���

Kolkata: Two
nursing stu-
dents who were
arrested after
confessing to
their involve-
ment in the
killing of 16
puppies at a state-run hospital
premises here, were granted bail by
a city court on Wednesday.

Animal lovers were seen shout-
ing slogans and waving placards
outside the chief judicial magistrate
court at Sealdah in the city, where
the two were produced, demand-
ing exemplary punishment for the
culprits.

Carcasses of 16 puppies were
found in plastic bags in front of a
hostel at the state-run Nil Ratan
Sircar Medical College and
Hospital on Sunday.  Preliminary
reports had said the puppies were
beaten to death.

Acting on an FIR lodged on
Monday, the police had identified
and interrogated some students
and security guards on the basis of
CCTV footage. Of them, two nurs-
ing students had admitted to their
involvement in the crime and they
were arrested, the police said.

Meanwhile,  Kolkata
Municipal Corporation Deputy
Mayor Atin Ghosh on Wednesday
announced that the civic body
would conduct vaccination and
sterilisation programme in all
hospitals and Government estab-
lishement premises. PTI
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Aizawl: Around 35,000 Bru refugees
living in relief camps in Tripura
would continue to receive free ration
and cash allowance till March 31, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

A senior Mizoram Government
official said inmates of the six relief
camps at Kanchanpur sub-division in
North Tripura district were in uncer-
tainty as the the Centre was scheduled
to discontinue the assistance from
Tuesday.

The Home Ministry has conveyed
to the State Government that the assis-
tance would be available to the Bru
refugees till March 31, Mizoram
additional secretary for home
Lalbiakzama told PTI.

The Bru community in the relief
camps were happy about the decision,

said R Laldawngliana, vice-president
of the Mizoram Bru Displaced
People's Forum (MBDPF), an umbrel-
la organisation of the refugees.

Laldawngliana, who is now in
Delhi along with other leaders of the
MBDPF, said they were informed of
the decision by officials of the Home
Ministry.

The Centre had earlier decided to
close the relief camps and stop the
assistance in October last year in
accordance to an agreement signed in
July on repatriation of the Bru
refugees to Mizoram, where they
originally belong.

The agreement was inked on
July 3, 2018 in Delhi among the
Centre, the state governments of
Mizoram and Tripura and the

MBDPF.
All the stake holders had agreed

to complete the repatriation of Brus
to Mizoram by the end of September.

However, out of 5,000 refugee
families, only 150 members of 42 fam-
ilies returned to Mizoram during the
repatriation exercise between August
25 and September 25.

MBDPF leaders said the repatri-
ation process could not take off as
many heads of families could not
obtain necessary documents like
Aadhaar and ration cards and were yet
to open bank accounts to fulfil the
provisions of the agreement.

The Centre had stopped the
assistance from October 1, but
resumed it on October 22 with the
condition that it would continue

only till January 15.
The MBDPF recently said that it

hoped that the newly-elected Mizo
National Front (MNF) Government
in Mizoram initiate talks on the
repatriation issue.

Official sources, however, said
resumption of repatriation process is
unlikely in the near future in view of
the upcoming Parliamentary polls.

Thousands of Bru refugees from
Mizoram fled to Tripura during an
ethnic violence in 1997. The clashes
broke out after a forest official was
killed by Bru National Liberation
Front (BNLF) militants.

The Centre, in association with
the Governments of Mizoram and
Tripura, was repatriating the dis-
placed Brus in phases. PTI
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Kanyakumari (TN): Union Minister for State and BJP
leader Pon Radhakrishnan on Wednesday alleged that
there is a hidden political agenda behind raising the
Kodanad estate issue now, months before the Lok Sabha
elections.

“I think there is mystery regarding the Kodanadu
issue. But it was not talked about all these days. What
is the necessity to talk about it now?

Who is behind raising the Kodanadumystery issue
now? A big plot is being woven behind the kodanadu
mystery. There is a hidden political agendaand ulteri-
or motive behind it," he alleged.

The issue pertains to a former magazine editor
Samuel Mathew releasing a 16-minute video clip in Delhi
on January 11, alleging that Chief Minister K
Palaniswami had links to a break-in at Kodanad estate
in 2017. PTI
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has

sprung a surprise which is dif-
ficult to digest for the BJP get-
ting senior saffron leader and
former Arunachal Chief
Minister Gegong Apang to join
her grand rally scheduled to be
held on January 19 at the his-
toric Brigade Parade Ground.

Not only this, a number of
other BJP leaders including
former Finance Minister
Yashwant Sinha, Shatrughan
Sinha, Arun Shourie, are also
likely to join her rally apart
from former NDA allies like
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu. 

According to Trinamool
Congress sources Apang a five-
time Chief Minister of his State
who resigned from BJP writing
to its president that it was not
the same party as it used to be
will also join the Brigade rally
that could break all previous
records of attendance.

The TMC is expecting a 20-
lakh-plus footfall 4-5 lakh more
than the largest turnout ever in
1977 when former Chief
Minister late Jyoti Basu had

called a similar all-party rally.
Banerjee earlier said that

leaders from “Kashmir to
Kanyakumari” would join the
rally to which BJP State presi-
dent said “let us wait and see
how many of them come.”

“On January 19 you will see
a huge representation from all
regions of the country. Heavy-
weight national leaders, includ-
ing a former Prime Minister
and several ex-Chief Ministers
will attend the rally,” Banerjee
said while her party leaders
called the effort a prelude to
Banerjee’s emerging as the face
of the opposition and — “albeit
the prime ministerial face” —
after the elections.

“You will see national lead-
ers from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari — like ex-Prime
Minister HD Deve Gowdaji, his
son and Karnataka Chief
Minister Kumarswamiji, Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwalji, Samwajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav, Nantional
Conference leader Farooq
Abdullaji, NCP chief Sharad
Pawar, RJD leader Tejaswi
Yadav coming to join the rally,”
Basnerjee said adding Congress
Lok Sabha leader Mallikarjun

Kharge would also come in the
rally. 

Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi was not coming on
account of illness she said and
added Left leadership had also
been invited to the rally but
were yet to accept the invite.

Meanwhile, after having
failed to have its way for the
much-hyped Rath Yatra — a
plea for which was turned
down by the Supreme Court
after the State Government
objected to it, citing law and
order issues — the BJP tried to
make up for its lost ground by
announcing five big rallies to be
addressed by party president
Amit Shah beginning January
20.

Dilip Ghosh said Shah
would address a grand rally at
Malda on January 20. On
January 21 he will address two
rallies at Siuri in Birbhum and
Jhargram in Jangalmahal. The
next day he will again address
two rallies at Krishnagar in
Nadia and Joynagar in South 24
Parganas.

The BJP was also trying to
organise a rally at Brigade
Parade Ground on February 8,
he said. 

Shillong: Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad K Sangma
will lead a delegation, including
members from the BJP, to New
Delhi on Thursday to air its
opposition against the contro-
versial Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, 2016, a
senior State Minister said on
Wednesday.

The delegation will meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh to express their
"unhappiness" over the Bill,
Deputy Chief Minister Prestone
Tynsong told reporters here
after a Cabinet meeting.

He said the team will com-
prise all the members of the rul-
ing Meghalaya Democratic

Alliance (MDA), which include
the BJP, NCP and some region-
al parties.

"We are leaving tomorrow
and will meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Rajnath Singh
to lodge our unhappiness with
the intention of the Central
Government for passage of the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill,"
Tynsong said.

The State Cabinet had
passed a resolution to oppose
the Bill last year.

The Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, which was
passed in the Lok Sabha last
week, provides for according
Indian citizenship to Hindus,
Jains, Christians, Sikhs,

Buddhists and Parsis from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan after six years of
residence in India instead of 12
years, which is the norm cur-
rently, even if they do not pos-
sess any document.

A large section of people
and organisations in the north-
east have opposed the bill say-
ing it will nullify the provisions
of the Assam Accord of 1985,
which fixed March 24, 1971, as
the cut-off date for deportation
of illegal immigrants irrespec-
tive of religion.

On the growing demand for
the state government to come
up with an official resolution in
the Assembly with regards to
the Citizenship Amendment

Bill, Tynsong said the question
of passing a resolution does not
arise.

"It (official resolution) does
not carry any weight as oppo-
sition (to it) has already been
lodged by Government as well
as the Opp parties," he said.

The Meghalaya deputy chief
minister said the state govern-
ment had already submitted its
letter of opposition to the Bill to
the Centre through the Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC),
which visited the state last year.
To another query, Tynsong said
unlike the Opposition Congress
which is divided over the issue,
the ruling National People's
Party has maintained a firm
stand to oppose the Bill. PTI

Jammu: A day after former
J&K Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti dubbed local militants as
"sons of the soil", senior BJP
leader Kavinder Gupta accused
her of pursuing "soft-sepa-
ratism" to win "communal
sympathy" ahead of the
upcoming State Assembly and
Lok Sabha polls. 

Gupta, the deputy chief
minister in Mufti's Cabinet,
also blamed the National
Conference and Congress for
the turmoil in the valley, alleg-
ing that the three parties are
supporting “anti-national ele-
ments” to polarise voters.

“It is the former chief min-
ister's frustration that she has
started speaking the language
of separatists,” the BJP leader
said, adding the BJP
Government at the Centre is
ready for dialogue with anyone
who is ready to hold talks as
per the Constitution of India. 

Mufti described Tuesday
the local militants as "sons of
the soil", saying that the Centre
should initiate dialogue with
the militant leadership to end
the "gun culture".

Gupta also lashed out at his
former Cabinet boss, saying
Mufti has "humiliated the

Indian security forces by issu-
ing such a statement on the
Army Day”.

“Every person who is an
anti-national and works at the
behest of his 'akas' (masters)
from across the border, is a mil-
itant and playing politics over
his killing, funeral and the
ensuing agitations is really con-
demnable,” Gupta said.

He blamed “political
exploitation” by the PDP,
National Conference and the
Congress for the renewed tur-
moil in the valley.

“They are now supporting
the anti-national elements and
polarising the situation in the
state,” Gupta said and appealed
to the people to teach a lesson
to all such parties for their
“misdeeds" and for "breaking"
their promises.

Gupta alleged all the three
parties have sold the “dreams of
autonomy, self-rule and dia-
logue for peace with dignity but
have done nothing to bring
peace and prosperity” to the
state.

“The time has come now
for the people to close the chap-
ter for all those who have been
exploiting them for the last 70
years,” he said.  PTI
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Assembly elections, Jammu &
Kashmir Governor Satya Pal
Malik has said all political par-
ties, except Mehbooba Mufti-led
Peoples Democratic Party, want
early polls.

The Governor, however,
hastened to add that it is the
Election Commission of India,
which has the mandate to hold
the polls and decide the sched-
ule.

"The Government has
sought opinion from every-
body — all political parties and
security agencies. We have
talked to all. The Government
cannot decide it, it is for the
Election  Commission to decide
(the poll schedule)," Malik told
PTI here in an interview.

The Governor made the
remarks in reply to a query if the
Lok Sabha and State Assembly
polls be held together in view of
the security scenario in the
State.

"There is a difference of
opinion among political parties
(on timing of the State Assembly
polls). Some want it to be
delayed by two months, others
by four, while yet others want it
to be held as soon as possible,"
he said.

Malik said while the State

BJP wanted the State Assembly
polls to be held along with the
Lok Sabha elections, the
National Conference wanted it
to be held as soon as possible.

"The PDP, however, wants
it (Assembly polls) to be
delayed," he added.

The Governor, however,
maintained that the ECI would
ultimately be deciding the poll
schedule, factoring in the
requirement and availability of
the forces and other condi-
tions.

The Governor, however,
personally batted for an early
election.

"I want the polls to be held
as soon possible, so that I come
out of this," he added.

Like the BJP, J&K Pradesh
Congress Committee president
Gulam Ahmed Mir too

favoured the State Assembly
polls and the Lok Sabha elec-
tions together in the State.

"We want both the polls
together and soon. The
Congress is ready for the polls.
We do not want any delay in
the Assembly polls at all," Mir
said.

NC vice president and for-
mer J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah last Tuesday said that
the Assembly polls should be
held "as soon as possible" so that
an elected Government could be
put in place at the earliest to run
the affairs of the State. While
favouring an early poll in the
State, Governor Malik wished
the elections to be violence-free,
just like the recent municipal
and panchayat polls. PTI
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Aurangabad: Through initia-
tives such as the Jalyukt Shivar
water conservation scheme,
the BJP-led Maharashtra

Government has made 16,000
villages free of water scarcity,
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said on Wednesday.

He was speaking at an
international conference on
micro-irrigation here.

"Micro-irrigation facili-
ties have increased three
times in the state," Fadnavis
said at the event which was
also attended by Union
Ministers Nitin Gadkari,
Arjun Ram Meghwal, Fiji
Agriculture Minister
Mahendra Reddy and others.

"Water is very precious
and we still have not realised
it....We don't get regular rain-
fall and micro-irrigation is
the only solution. Earlier,

two countries would fight over
water. Now such crises erupt
between districts and even
tehsils," said Fadnavis.

"The Government is
working hard on the Jalyukt
Shivar initiative and has made
16,000 villages water-neutral
(free of water scarcity). Thirty-
four lakh hectares of land is
(has been brought) under irri-
gation. Micro-irrigation facil-
ities have increased three
times," the Chief Minister
claimed.

"Through the Nanaji
Deshmukh Krushi Sanjivani
project, we are working on pro-
viding sustainable irrigation
in 4,000 villages," Fadnavis
added. PTI
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Madurai: At least 48 competi-
tors were injured, 14 of them
seriously, in the bull-taming
sport 'jallikattu' held at
Palamedu near here as part of
the Pongal festivities on
Wednesday, officials said.

The 14 bull tamers had
been hospitalised while the oth-
ers with minor injuries were
treated at the medical centre at
the venue itself, they said.

Palamedu is one of the
famous venues for jallikattu in
the district and more than 500
tamers took part in the event
held in seven rounds and close-
ly monitored by officials.
Though 602 bulls were chosen
to take part in the sport, 125
bulls were not allowed to par-
ticipate for different reasons. PTI
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Thane: A large haul of
weapons, including over 170
guns, swords, machetes and
knives, was recovered from the
shop of a local BJP functionary
in Maharashtra, police said on
Wednesday.

Dhananjay Kulkarni,
deputy chief of BJP's Dombivli
city unit in Thane district,
from whose store the seizure
was made, has been arrested,
police said.

The weapons were recov-
ered in a raid conducted by the
Kalyan Crime Branch, police
said.

Kulkarni was arrested after
police raided his fashion acces-
sories store and recovered
around 170 weapons, including
air guns, swords and knives, an
official said.

The raid was conducted at
the shop located in Tilak Nagar
area in Dombivli on Monday
night and Kulkarni, 49, who
owns the shop, was arrested
Tuesday morning, police said.

A local BJP leader said
Kulkarni is the vice president
of the party's Dombivli unit.

"Following a tip-off, the
raid was conducted at Tapasya
House of Fashion, which sells
fashion accessories and cos-
metic products," a police offi-
cer said.

"Around 170 weapons,
including eight air guns, 10
swords, 38 press button knives,
25 choppers, nine kukris, nine
guptis (bladed weapon con-
cealed in a wooden case), five

knives, three axes and a sickle
were recovered from the shop,"
he added.

These weapons were kept
on sale at the shop, he said.

"The seized weapons are
collectively worth �1.86 lakh.
The outlet has been in opera-
tion since seven months," the
official said.

"Kulkarni had procured
the arms from Crawford
Market in south Mumbai, and
from Punjab and Rajasthan,"
he said.

Kulkarni was Tuesday pro-
duced before a local court,
which remanded him in judi-
cial custody, police said.

The NCP demanded an
explanation from Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis over the arms seizure
from the BJP functionary's
fashion accessories store.

State NCP president Jayant
Patil said the incident showed
the manner in which the BJP
wanted to rule.

"What kind of riots does
the BJP want to incite by use of
these weapons?" he said and
demanded an explanation from
Fadnavis on this issue. PTI
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Jaipur: Swine flu on Wednesday
claimed one more life in
Rajasthan, taking the toll to 39
since January 1, officials said.

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and Health Minister
Dr Raghu Sharma have given
directions to staff of the med-
ical and health department to

remain vigilant.
According to data from the

medical and health depart-
ment, 4,091 people have been
tested for swine flu from
January 1. Of the total, 971
were diagnosed positive and 39
people have died in the state.

Sixteen deaths were

reported from Jodhpur district
this year, the officials said.

Jodhpur Chief Medical
and Health Officer Dr Sunil
Kumar Singh said 741 patients
were examined and 225 were
found afflicted with the dis-
ease and 16 of them died
during this time period. PTI
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Government on Wednesday
approved a capital infusion

of �6,000 crore in state-owned
Exim Bank to expand its busi-
ness.

The Union Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, also approved
an increase in the bank's autho-
rised capital from �10,000 crore
to �20,000 crore.

Briefing reporters about
the decisions, Railway Minister
Piyush Goyal said it has been
decided to issue recapitalisation
bonds by the Government of
India to the tune of �6,000
crore for capital infusion in

Export-Import Bank of India
(Exim Bank).

"The equity will be infused
in two tranches of �4,500 crore
in 2018-19 and �1,500 crore in
2019-20 respectively," he said.

The recapitalisation bonds
will be on the lines of those
issued to public sector banks,
he said, adding that the infu-
sion of capital into Exim Bank
would enable it to augment
capital adequacy and support
Indian exports with enhanced
ability.

Exim Bank is the principal
export credit agency in India
and the infusion will give an
impetus to new initiatives such
as supporting Indian textile

industries, likely changes in the
Concessional Finance Scheme,
likelihood of new letters of
credit in future in view of the
country's active foreign policy
and strategic intent, he added.

Establ ished by the
Government of India in 1982,
Exim Bank is the apex finan-
cial institution for financ-
ing, facilitating and promot-
ing the country's interna-
tional trade.

The bank primarily lends
for exports from India includ-
ing supporting overseas buyers
and Indian suppliers for export
of developmental and infra-
structure projects, equipment,
goods and services from India. 
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The Government has eased
the procedure for startups

to seek income tax exemption
on investments from angel
funds as part of efforts to
address concerns of budding
entrepreneurs, official sources
said.

Various startup founders
have recently claimed of receiv-
ing notices under Section 56(2)
(viib) of the Income Tax Act
from the I-T department to pay
taxes on angel funds raised by
them.

"Commerce and Industry
Minister Suresh Prabhu has
approved a notification per-
taining to this clause to make
allowances for angel investors.
A formal notification to this
effect would be issued soon by
the DIPP," sources said.

To seek the exemption, a
startup will apply, with all the
documents, to the department
of industrial policy and pro-
motion (DIPP). The applica-
tion of the recognised startup
shall be moved by the depart-
ment to the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) with nec-
essary documents.

"CBDT has been mandat-
ed to grant exemption approval
to the startup for the purpos-
es of this clause or they can
decline to grant such approval
within a period of 45 days from
the date of receipt of applica-
tion from the DIPP," they said.

Earlier procedure of apply-
ing to an inter ministerial
board of certification for
approval under this clause has
now been done away with.

"Application procedure has

been simplified by making
application to CBDT through
DIPP," they added.

The earlier requirement of
startup to submit report from
merchant banker specifying
the fair market value of shares
has also been removed.

As per the revised proce-
dure, a startup which is recog-
nised by the DIPP would be eli-
gible to seek exemptions, sub-
ject to certain conditions.

Startups will have to pro-
vide account details and
return of income for last three
years. Similarly, investors
would also have to give its net
worth details and return of
income.

The Government has ear-
lier allowed startups to avail full
tax concession on investments
up to �10 crore from investors,
including angel financiers.

The conditions also
include that "investor should
have returned income of �50
lakh or more for the financial
year preceding the year of
investment; and net worth
exceeding �2 crore or the
amount of investment
made/proposed to be made in
the startup, whichever is high-
er, as on the last date of the
financial year preceding the
year of investment/proposed
investment," they added.

Section 56(2) (viib) of the
Income Tax Act provides that
the amount raised in excess of
a startup's fair market value is
taxed at 30 per cent as income
of the f irm from other
sources.

Prabhu had taken up the
issue up with the finance min-
istry.
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Traders' body CAIT on
Wednesday urged the

Government not to accede to
any demand by large e-com-
merce players or US associa-
tions for changes or delayed
implementation of revised FDI
norms for e-commerce.

Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) warned that
any move to amend the policy
will be opposed by the trading
community "tooth and nail"
and demanded a probe into the
business activities of large e-
commerce players.

"We want the Government
to institute a probe into the
business activities of major e-
commerce players over the last
two-three years. Those found
violating the policy should be
strongly punished," CAIT
Secretary General Praveen
Khandelwal told reporters here.

Government's new regula-

tions bar online marketplaces
with foreign investment to sell
products of companies in
which they hold stake as well
as ban exclusive marketing
arrangements.

Another provision states
that the inventory of a vendor
will be seen as controlled by a
marketplace if over 25 per cent
of the vendor's purchases are
from the marketplace entity,
including the latter's wholesale
unit. Some large online mar-
ketplaces have favoured an
extension of the February 1
deadline for the new and
tighter rules.

Meanwhile, CAIT
demanded that a comprehen-
sive e-commerce policy be
brought about at the earliest,
and underlined the need for an
effective regulator, that is
"armed with enforcement and
adjudicatory powers to enforce
e-commerce policy".

According to CAIT, restric-

tions imposed in FDI policy in
e-commerce should also be
made applicable on domestic e-
commerce players to ensure a
level playing field and fair
competition.

The Government should
also make it mandatory for e-
commerce companies to obtain
a compliance certificate from
the current year and companies
should not be allowed to raise
funds until such a compliance
certificate is obtained, CAIT
said.

On Tuesday, the Internet
and Mobile Association of
India (IAMAI) urged the gov-
ernment to defer the imple-
mentation of revised norms for
e-commerce companies having
foreign investments, as few
provisions are unclear and
onerous.

IAMAI argued that it
would not be possible for online
retailers to comply with the
norm related to 25 per cent cap.
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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday gave its

approval for regularisation of
pay scales of 5,254 executives
in four state-run hydro power
companies — NHPC, NEEP-
CO, THDC India and SJVNL.

Giving details of the deci-
sion, Union Minister Piyush
Goyal said �323 crore will be
incurred for regularisation of
the pay scales.

Anomalies existed in the
pay scales of executives of the
four PSUs since January 1997
due to revision of pay scales of

unionised category of work-
men/non-executives in line
with the NTPC/oil sector with-
in the organisations. 

The pay scales of workmen
and supervisors were higher
than the pay scales of execu-
tives in the E-1 grade.

After the approval, the pay
scales adopted by the hydro
unit consequent upon the order
of the power ministry dated
April 4, 2006 and September 1,
2006 would be regularised.

About 5,254 below Board
level executives the power units
enrolled before January 1, 2007
will benefit by this approval.
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The Cabinet on Wednesday
approved a �22,594-crore

expansion of Numaligarh refin-
ery in Assam for increasing the
capacity by 6 million tonnes
per annum to meet the fuel
demand of north-eastern India.

The central Government
will provide a �1,020 crore via-
bility gap funding for the project,
said Coal and Railway Minister
Piyush Goyal in a news briefing
on Cabinet decisions.

Numaligarh Refinery Ltd,
in which 61.65 per cent is
owned by Bharat Petroleum
Corp Ltd (BPCL), currently
refines 3 million tonnes of
crude oil a year. The refinery
was set up in 1999 following
the Assam Accord.

Goyal said the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, gave
its approval to the expansion of
the refinery to 9 million tonnes
per annum.

"It (the project) involves
setting up of a crude oil
pipeline from Paradip (in
Odisha) to Numaligarh and
product pipeline from
Numaligarh to Siliguri (in West
Bengal) at a cost of �22,594
crore. The project is to be
completed within a period of

48 months, after approval and
receipt of statutory clearances,"
he said.

The total project cost of
�22,594 crore will be financed
by a mix of debt, equity and
Viability Gap Funding (VGF).
The debt of �15,102 crore will
be raised by Numaligarh
Refinery Ltd (NRL) and apart
from its internal accrual of
�2,307 crore, the promoters —
BPCL, Oil India Ltd and
Government of Assam (GoA)
will contribute to equity.

"The project will be sup-
ported by VGF of �1,020 crore
from the Government of
India," he said.

The expansion of the refin-
ery will meet the deficit of
petroleum products in the
North-East. It will also sustain
the operations of all North East
refineries by augmenting their
crude availability.

Oil India Ltd (OIL) holds
a 26 per cent stake in the
refinery with the Assam gov-
ernment holding the balance
12.35 per cent equity.

The refinery was set up in
accordance with the provi-
sions made in the historic
Assam Accord signed on
August 15, 1985, and was con-
ceived as a vehicle for speedy
industrial and economic devel-
opment of the region.
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Tensions in international
relations and nationalist

politics have the potential to
further weigh on the global
economy this year, organisers
of next week's gathering of
business and political leaders in
the Swiss ski resort of Davos
warned Wednesday.

In its annual Global Risks
Report, the World Economic
Forum said a "darkening" eco-
nomic outlook, in part fos-
tered by geopolitical tensions
between the United States
and China, "looks set to fur-
ther reduce the potential for
international cooperation in
2019."

In 2018, the global econo-
my slowed more than most
forecasters had been predicting
and stock markets around the
world posted their worst year
in a decade. Some of that has
been blamed on the standoff
between the US and China over

trade that has led to both sides
imposing tariffs on hundreds of
billions worth of goods.

The report, which is based
on the views of around 1,000
experts and decision-makers
from around the world, found
that 88 per cent of respondents
expect a "further erosion" of
global trading rules and agree-
ments that will further hold
back growth. The world is
evolving into "a period of
divergence following a period
of globalisation," the WEF
said.

One of the most exposed
countries is Britain, which is
due to leave the European
Union on March 29. It is
unclear whether the country
will actually leave on that date
and under what terms it might
eventually exit the bloc after
British lawmakers on Tuesday
voted against the Brexit deal
that Prime Minister Theresa
May had negotiated with the
EU.
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Markets regulator Sebi has
decided to allow mutual

funds to write call options
subject to certain conditions.

Generally, call options
refer to an agreement that
gives a buyer the right to pur-
chase an asset at a specified
price within a particular time
period.

Currently, mutual fund
schemes are permitted to
undertake transactions in equi-
ty derivatives but cannot write
options or purchase instru-
ments with embedded written
options.

In a circular Wednesday,
Sebi said mutual fund schemes
(except Index Funds and ETFs)
can write call options only
under a covered call strategy
for constituent stocks of Nifty
50 and Sensex indices.

"The total notional value
(taking into account strike
price as well as premium value)
of call options written by a
scheme shall not exceed 15 per
cent of the total market value
of equity shares held in that
scheme," it said.

Further, the total number
of shares underlying the call
options written should not
exceed 30 per cent of the unen-
cumbered shares of a particu-
lar company held in the
scheme.
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The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Wednesday

imposed a �1-crore penalty on
State-owned Bank of
Maharashtra (BoM) for non-
compliance of Know Your
Customer guidelines and
fraud-classification norms.

This penalty has been
imposed taking into account
the failure of the bank to
adhere to directions issued by
the RBI, the central bank said
in a statement.

"This action is based on
deficiencies in regulatory com-
pliance and is not intended to
pronounce upon the validity of
any transaction or agreement
entered into by the bank with
its customers," it said.

Last year, the RBI had
imposed a penalty of Rs 1 crore
on BoM on account of delay on
the part of the bank to detect
and report fraud in an account.
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London: The confidence vote
in Prime Minister Theresa
May’s Government taking place
on Wednesday, which she is
expected to win, is the first in
nearly 26 years.

The vote was called by
main Opposition Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn following the
Government’s historic defeat
over May’s Brexit deal with the
European Union.

It will be held around 1900
GMT. Under the 2011 Fixed-
Term Parliaments Act, losing a
confidence motion begins a
two-week process that could
end in fresh elections.

If the vote is lost, the
Government has 14 days to
regain the confidence of
Parliament’s Lower House of
Commons — majority support
— confirmed by the passing of
a motion to that effect.

If it cannot, then theoreti-
cally, Corbyn himself could
seek to build a coalition with
other Opposition parties to
take office.

In the event that no alter-
native Government can be
formed from the current com-
position of the house, parlia-
ment is automatically dissolved
and elections called.

May runs a minority
Government which relies on
the support of Northern
Ireland’s Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP) for a
slim majority. 

Since 1900 there have
been only three occasions
when a Government has lost
a vote of confidence: twice in
1924 and once in 1979.

In the last such vote, the
Labour Government of Prime
Minister Jim Callaghan lost the
opposition motion by just one
vote: 311-310.

Callaghan immediately
called a general election, which

brought the Conservatives to
power under PM Margaret
Thatcher. They remained in
office for 18 years.

The last time a confi-
dence motion was formally
tabled in the Commons was in
1993 — then, as now, in stormy
times over Britain’s relationship
with Europe.

Conservative Prime
Minister John Major’s
Government tabled the motion
of confidence following its
defeat in a vote on the
Maastricht Treaty which turned
the European Economic
Community into simply the
European Community, extend-
ing its competences.

Major’s Government won
the motion by 339 to 299,
shoring up his position.

May, who took over from
David Cameron in the after-
math of the Brexit vote, called
a snap general election in June
2017, seeking to strengthen
her hand in negotiations with
Brussels.

But the gamble backfired
and she lost her majority.  The
Conservatives now have 316
votes in the chamber, with 320
needed for a majority. The
DUP, with whom they have a
confidence-and-supply agree-
ment, have 10 votes.

The pro-Brexit DUP have
indicated that they are against
the EU divorce deal but want
to give the Conservative gov-
ernment the chance to secure
a better agreement.

Hardcore Brexiteer
Conservative MPs triggered
an internal no-confidence
motion in December, which
May won by 200 to 117.
However, following Tuesday’s
432 to 202 Commons vote
against the deal, May opened
the door for Corbyn to try a
no-confidence motion. AFP
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German Chancellor Angela
Merkel said “we still have

time to negotiate” after the
British Parliament over-
whelmingly rejected Prime
Minister Theresa May’s deal on
leaving the European Union.

“We still have time to nego-

tiate but we’re now waiting on
what the Prime Minister pro-
poses,” Merkel said.

“I very much regret that the
British lower house last night
rejected the agreement,” she
said. “We believe it is up to the
British side, as the prime min-
ister has announced, to tell us
what happens next.
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Prime Minister Theresa May
was left “crushed” and

“humiliated”, Britain’s news-
papers said on Wednesday as
they raked over the fallout
from Parliament’s huge rejec-
tion of her EU divorce deal.

Daily papers said May’s
deal was sunk after the huge
vote against the agreement
struck between May’s
Government and Brussels, as
she prepared to fight a no-con-
fidence motion on Wednesday.

The Daily Telegraph’s front
page read: “A complete humil-
iation”, following the 432 to 202
vote by MPs to reject the deal.

“Brextinct” said The Sun
tabloid’s front page.

The Times columnist
Matthew Parris said it was
time for senior MPs to take
over the Brexit process.

The Daily Mirror’s front
page said: “No deal, no hope,
no clue, no confidence”.

The Daily Mail’s headline
said: “Fighting for her life”.

The Financial Times news-
paper ran a headline reading:
“May’s defeat spells trouble for
the EU’s Brexit approach.”

The Daily Express headline
said “Dismay”.

The Scotsman’s front page
headline simply said:
“Crushed”.

“May suffers historic 
defeat as Tories turn against
her,” said The Guardian’s 
front page.
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The Irish Government on
Tuesday said it would

intensify preparations for a
no-deal Brexit after British
MPs overwhelming voted to
reject a divorce deal that UK
Prime Minister Theresa May
had struck with EU leaders.

“Regrettably, the outcome
of tonight’s vote increases the
risk of a disorderly Brexit.
Consequently, the Government
will continue to intensify
preparations for such an out-
come,” Dublin said in a state-
ment.
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Aasia Bibi, a Pakistani
Christian acquitted of blas-

phemy, still lives the life of a
prisoner, nearly three months
after her release from death
row, awaiting a final ruling on
her fate. She spends her days in
seclusion for fear of being tar-
geted by angry mobs clamor-
ing for her death. In her hide-
out, she longs for her children
who were taken to Canada for
their safety.

Pakistani security forces
guarding the 54-year-old Bibi

prevent her from opening a
window in her hiding place, let
alone go outside, a friend said.
Meanwhile, the Supreme Court
is weighing a petition by
Islamist extremists and right-
wing religious parties that ral-
lied against her acquittal and
demand her execution.

Her case goes to the core of
one of Pakistan’s most contro-
versial issues — the blasphemy
law, often used to settle 
scores or intimidate followers
of Pakistan’s minority religions,
including minority Shita
Muslims. 

A charge of insulting Islam
can bring the death penalty.
Just making an accusation is
sometimes enough to whip up
vengeful mobs, even if the
courts acquit defendants.
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Moscow: A top Kremlin aide
on Wednesday dismissed as
ridiculous claims that US
President Donald Trump has
acted as an agent for Russia
amid mounting controversy
over his alleged ties to Moscow.

“Why comment on some-
thing stupid? How can the US
president be an agent of anoth-
er country?” President
Vladimir Putin’s foreign policy
advisor Yuri Ushakov told a
briefing after a journalist if
Trump was a Russian agent.

Ushakov said Russia’s rela-
tions with the US were “at rock
bottom” and “nothing has hap-
pened in the context of devel-
oping them.”

AFP
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Roger Federer ground out a tough
three-set win to make the
Australian Open third round for an

incredible 20th straight year on
Wednesday, with long-time rival Rafael
Nadal also safely through in his drive
towards an 18th Grand Slam title.

Women's defending champion
Caroline Wozniacki also progressed to set
up a mouth-watering clash next with in-
form former world number one Maria
Sharapova.

But it was curtains for South African
Kevin Anderson, who slumped out to
young American Frances Tiafoe and
became the highest seed, at five, to be sent
packing so far.

On an overcast day at Melbourne
Park, second seed Angelique Kerber, the
2016 winner, and former US Open cham-
pion Sloane Stephens joined the big guns
in round three, but the women's side also
saw a top 10 player crash.

Ninth seed Kiki Bertens, who raced
through the rankings last year after win-
ning three titles, was whipped in three sets
by Russia's Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova.

Federer might be 37 but he's not
showing his age, with British qualifier Dan
Evans the latest to fall under his spell as
he works towards a third successive
Australian crown and 21st major victo-
ry.

He defeated Evans at Wimbledon last
year with the loss of just eight games, but
it was a much harder assignment this
time, winning 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7/3), 6-3 on
Rod Laver Arena.

"I think if I could have pulled away
earlier in the match it might have been
easier," said the third seed. "I think he
played very well, it was hard to pull away
to his credit."

The Swiss star's Australian achieve-
ments so far put him on a par with other
six-time winners Novak Djokovic and
Roy Emerson — although the Australian
great's victories all came before the Open
era.

He next plays American Taylor Fritz.
If he goes on to win the tournament,

he will become the first man ever to claim
seven or more titles at two Grand Slams,
having already won eight Wimbledons.

Nadal had an easier route to round
three, outclassing local hope Matthew
Ebden 6-3, 6-2, 6-2.

The Spaniard is bidding for his own

slice of history by becoming the first man
in the Open era, and only the third in his-
tory along with Emerson and Rod Laver,
to win each Grand Slam on two or more
occasions.

"I played a solid match, I was happy
with the way I served. I did a few things
very well," said Nadal, who next plays
Australian Alex de Minaur. "It is an hon-

our to play here.
Was a great atmos-
phere."

Anderson, beat-
en by Novak Djokovic in the
Wimbledon final last year, was
sent home by Tiafoe 4-6, 6-4, 6-
4, 7-5.

The fifth seed struggled
with an elbow injury early in the clash
and couldn't cope with the 20-year-old's
power and finesse.
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Sixth seed Marin Cilic, who lost in

the final to Federer last year, had no such
dramas, grinding past American
Mackenzie McDonald in four sets and
next plays Spanish 26th seed Fernando
Verdasco.

Dane Wozniacki, who is battling
rheumatoid arthritis, steamrolled
Sweden's Johanna Larsson 6-1, 6-3 as she
bids to become the first woman to
defend the title since Victoria Azarenka

in 2013.
It set up a tough clash with five-time

Grand Slam champion Sharapova, who
blitzed past Sweden's Rebecca Peterson
6-2, 6-1. The Russian is in scintillating
form and has dropped just three games
in her opening two matches.

"I'm really happy with the way I per-
formed," said Sharapova, adding that she
was looking forward to the Wozniacki
showdown.

"It's a tough third round but I have
set up the challenge and I'm ready to go
out there and take it."

Meanwhile, three-time Grand Slam
champion Kerber dominated Brazilian
qualifier Beatriz Haddad Maia 6-2, 6-3
to stay on a collision course with Stephens
in the quarter-finals.

Stephens, who endured a horror run
at Melbourne Park since reaching the
semi-final in 2013, exiting in the first
round in 2015, 2016 and 2018, swatted
aside former doubles partner Timea
Babos 6-3, 6-1.
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Country's challenge at the
men's doubles event of the

Australian Open came crash-
ing down in a single day with
three pairs featuring Indians
suffered first round defeats on
Wednesday.

The 15th seeded Indian
team of Rohan Bopanna and
Divij Sharan, who began their
partnership with a bang in
Pune, lost 1-6, 6-4, 5-7 to the
unseeded Spanish pair of
Pablo Carreno Busta and
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez.

It is second straight first
round defeat for the new
Indian team on the tour after
their triumph at the Tata
Open Maharsahtra. Last
week, they had lost the round
of 16 at  the Sydney
International.

Competing in his 24th
Australian Open, veteran
Leander Paes and his partner
Miguel Angel Reyes-Varela
saved a few match points but
eventually fell 5-7, 6-7(4) to
American-Kiwi combo of

Austin Krajicek and Artem
Sitak.

Also making the first
round exit  was Jeevan
Nedunchezhiyan and his part-
ner Nicholas Monroe, who
lost 6-4, 6-7(8), 5-7 to Kevin
Krawietz and Nikola Mektic
after fighting hard for two
hours and 20 minutes.

Prajnesh Gunneswaran
had also made a first round
exit after coming through the
Qualifiers while Ramkumar
Ramanathan, Ankita Raina
and Karman Thandi could
not make it to the singles
main draw. 
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Five-time Grand Slam champion Maria
Sharapova's scintillating return to form

continued on Wednesday as she powered into
the Australian Open third round to set up a
mouth-watering clash with defending champion
Caroline Wozniacki.

Sharapova, who is seeded 30th at the tour-
nament and seeking to recapture former glo-
ries after coming back from a drugs ban in 2017,
brushed aside Rebecca Peterson 6-2, 6-1.

The 31-year-old has only conceded three
games en route to round three at Melbourne

Park, where she won the title in 2008 and has
reached the final a further three times.

"I'm really happy the way I performed today
and obviously it's always great to be back on this
court," she said.

"Overall, I thought I played a really solid
match." The pair emerged on Rod Laver Arena
late in the night due to a long-running men's
match, meaning only a smattering of fans were
there to cheer on the former world number one.

While Sharapova served a 6-0, 6-0 "double
bagel" to her first-round opponent Harriet Dart,
Peterson initially promised more of a fight as
she rallied against the Russian from the base-
line. 

Her aggressive approach was not enough
to prevent the veteran going up a break in the
third game, while offering the Swede nothing
on her own serve.

The gulf in experience began to tell as the
match stretched into early Thursday, with
Sharapova breaking Peterson again to take an
iron grip on the first set, which she wrapped up
after 34 minutes.

Sharapova's blistering returns proved too
much for world number 64 Peterson and the
Russian soon ran away with the second set.

Sharapova and third seed Wozniacki have
met 10 times, with the record 6-4 in the
Russian's favour.

But their most recent clash was in 2015,
when Sharapova was still at her peak and the
Dane was yet to win her coveted maiden Slam,
which she has credited with boosting her con-
fidence. There is no love lost between the pair.

Wozniacki questioned the way the WTA
handled Sharapova's return from her drugs ban
in 2017 and was furious when she was bumped
from the show court in favour of the Russian
at that year's US Open.

It prompted a withering response from
Sharapova after Wozniacki's elimination: 

"I'm in the fourth round. I don't know
where she is." Their meeting promises to be the
standout match in the first week of the women's
draw. "It's a tough third round but I've set up
the challenge and I'm willing to take it,"
Sharapova said. 
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Veteran Wasim Jaffer and
opener Sanjay Ramaswamy

struck unbeaten centuries as
Vidarbha took command against
Uttarakhand on the second day
of their Ranji Trophy quarter-
final match on Wednesday.

At close of play, Vidarbha
reached 260/1 in the first innings,
in response to Uttarakhand's
355, with Ramaswamy (112 not
out) and Jaffer (111 not out) hold-
ing forth.

The hosts are still adrift by 95
runs at the end of day two at the
Vidarbha Cricket Association's
stadium at Jamtha on the city's
outskirts.

But the day clearly belonged
to Ramaswamy and Jaffer, who
conjured an unbeaten 215-run
stand for the second wicket after
a rare failure by skipper Faiz Fazal
(29) who perished early.

Fazal was dismissed by right-
arm medium pacer Deepak
Dhapola.

Jaffer in the process struck his
fourth ton of this Ranji season,
having already hit hundreds in
the league stage against Mumbai,
Gujarat and Baroda.

In his 153-ball stay at the
crease so far, the 40-year -old
batsman has hammered 13
boundaries, while his partner

Ramaswamy hit 16 fours in his
212-ball innings so far as the duo
took an inexperienced
Uttarakhand bowlers to task.

Earlier, resuming the day on
293 for six, Uttarakhand added 62
runs to their overnight score
before bundling out for a
respectable 355, with Saurabh
Rawat top-scoring with 108.

Yadav, who played the Test
match at Perth against Australia
late last year, was the pick of the
bowlers for the hosts as he
returned with figures of 4-90.

���'����	�2���	�5����
��6���>�Left-arm fast bowler
Roosh Kalaria starred with a
hat-trick leaving Gujarat needing
195 runs to beat Kerala and seal
semifinal berth.

Gujarat hit back to restrict
the host to 171 in the second
innings after conceding the first
innings lead.

A disciplined bowling effort
helped Gujarat bowl out Kerala
for 171 in 59 overs with Kalaria
(3 for 36) and Axar Patel (3 for
40) sharing the spoils.

Earlier, resuming at 97 for 4,
Gujarat quickly slipped to 107 for
7 before some aggressive batting
by Kalaria (36, 5X4, 1X6) enabled
the team make 162 in reply to the
home side's first innings score of
185.

Sandeep Warrier (4 for 42)
was Kerala's best bowler and he
was well supported by M D
Nideesh (3 for 38) and Basil
Thampi (3 for 61).

Skipper Parthiv Patel was
the top-scorer for Gujarat with
43.

In Kerala's second innings,
opener Mohammed Azharudeen
fell for a duck in the second over
and the team lost wickets at reg-
ular intervals before Sijomon
Joseph (56) and the experienced
Jalaj Saxena (44 not out) put on
a 53 runs for the sixth wicket.
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Vinay Kumar hit an unbeaten 83
and shared a crucial 97-run
stand for the last wicket Ronit
More (10) to help Karnataka take
a 39-run first innings lead against
Rajasthan.

The rearguard action steered
Karnataka to 263, forcing
Rajasthan to concede lead for
first time this season. The hosts
were struggling at 166 for nine at
one stage but Vinay and More
rescued the team from the trou-
bled waters.

Vinay smashed 10 fours and
two sixes in his 144 balls knock
while More (10) played out 59
balls to support the former.

Rajasthan had scored 224 on
the opening day with the
help of skpper Mahipal
Lomrov (50) and Rajesh
Bishnoi (79).

When stumps were
drawn on second day,
Rajasthan were trailing by 28
runs, with Amit Kumar Gautam
and Chetan Bist at the crease as
the team reached 11 for no loss
in three overs.

Leggie Rahul Chahar was the
standout bowler for Rajasthan as
he finished with figures of five for
93 runs.

Left-arm fast medium TM
ul-Haq and right arm medium

Deepak Chahar, bagged three
and two wickets each respec-
tively.
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pacer Shivam Mavi did what
Australia bowlers could not do
for majority of the Test series
Down Under — dismiss
Cheteshwar Pujara cheaply as the
hosts reduced Saurashtra to 170
for seven on day two of the quar-
terfinal.

Uttar Pradesh, resuming day
two at 340 for seven, went on to
make 385 all out in 103.3 overs
with Saurashtra skipper Jaydev
Unadkat taking a five-wicket
haul.

The home team's pacers —
Mavi (3/39), Ankit Rajpoot

(2/58), and Yash Dayal
(2/35) — then ripped
through the visitors'
batting. Saurashtra trail

Uttar Pradesh by 215
runs going into day three.

While Rajpoot struck off
successive balls to reduce the
opposition to 35 for two, Mavi
took two off two towards the end
of the day including the wicket
of opener Harvik Desai.

However, his most prized
wicket was of Pujara (11), who
came into the game fresh from
his stellar showing in Australia. 
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Olympic medallist Saina
Nehwal, Parupalli

Kashyap and Kidambi
Srikanth entered the second
round to mark a fine day for
Indian shuttlers at the
Malaysia Masters here on
Wednesday.

Seeded seventh, Saina
had to toil hard and came
back from a game down to
quell the challenge of Hong
Kong's Joy Xuan
Deng 14-21 21-
18 21-18 in a
women's singles
first round
encounter that lasted one
hour and five minutes.

Saina, the only Indian in
women's singles event, will
next play another unseeded
shuttler from Hong Kong,
Pui Yin Yip in the second
round.

Like Saina, Kashyap too
had a tough outing, against
Denmark's Rasmus Gemke.
He had to dig deep to get the

better of his opponent 19-21
21-19 21-10 in his men's sin-
gles first round match.

But it was a relatively
walk in the park for another

Indian men's singles shuttler
Kidambi Srikanth, seeded
seventh, as he took just 30
minutes to beat Angus Ka
Long NG of Hong Kong 21-
17 21-11 in the first round.

While Kashyap has a
tough second round
encounter against sixth seed
Anthony Sinisuka Ginting of
Indonesia, Srikanth will be up
against Hong Kong's Vincent
Wing Ki Wong.

Women's doubles pair of
Ashwini Ponnappa and N
Sikki Reddy to overcame their
first hurdle with a hard-
fought 21-16 22-20 win over
Hong Kong's Tsz Yau NG and
Sin Ying Yuen.

The Indian duo will next
play Indonesian combine of
Ni Ketut Mahadewi Istarani
and Rizki Amelia Pradipta.

But it was curtains for
Indian mixed doubles pair of
Pranaav Jerry Chopra and
Sikki Reddy as they lost 19-21
17-21 against Netherlands'
Robin Tabeling and Selena
Piek. 
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Your child's first day of kindergarten
is a truly momentous occasion that
is bound to invite a whole flood of

emotions. Special activities before and after
the first day will give your child memorable
moments and a positive outlook on the
upcoming year. The first day of school can
be a scary time for kids, especially
Kindergarten kids who may have never
entered a classroom before. As a teacher,
you can make the transition to school a bit
easier by providing your class with fun and
memorable first day of school activities.
These adorable first day of school activi-
ties for Kindergarten (or any primary chil-
dren) are sure to be a hi

As you are shopping for school sup-
plies, let your child pick out the colors and
styles she wants and customize them at
home with craft materials.

Find a corner in your house for your
child's shoes, backpack, and lunch bag.
Laminate a favorite drawing, and place it
on the floor for a fun and reassuring jump-
ing-off point. The first day doesn't have to
be a big surprise. Pretend you're the new
teacher by introducing yourself, going over
the weather, reading a story, and making
art projects.

Kids are perceptive. If you sound anx-
ious when you talk about school, they’ll
learn to be anxious, too. You might as well
be bright and cheerful. Bring up the sub-
ject of school matter-of-factly, when you’re
not doing a zillion other things. A nice
conversation in the car or while back-to-
school shopping. When a school scene
comes on TV or in the book you’re read-
ing together. The opportunities will come
up often. Recognize them.

Read stories about school or other new
adventures. Referring to a favorite charac-
ter's bravery may help your child pinpoint
anxieties and summon his own courage in
an unfamiliar situation. If your school
requires students to bring their own sup-
plies at the beginning of the year, you can
organize those, too! Here’s how. Simply set
up drop-off stations with boxes or bags

clearly labeled with words and pictures so
your students know where to leave their
supplies for next time. This is a huge help
– it saves you from spending extra time at
the end of the day sorting through the
whole class’s supplies. Let’s face it, would-
n’t you really rather take a nap right about
then?

When it comes to supplies like crayons,
glue, pencils, scissors, you can choose to
have your students share from one caddy
per table, or else to use individual supply
boxes. Either way, label each caddy or box
with a table number or student name for
easy organization. Store all the extra sup-
plies in plastic bins with lids clearly
labeled, so you can easily refill supplies
when needed.

One of the most important factors in
arranging for a smooth first day of school
is setting up clear routines. Make sure that
you have a written schedule to give you
something to follow. Always have a class
schedule up on the board to for my stu-
dents to use. Because many of my students
are not able to read when starting kinder-
garten also provide visuals to help them
understand the schedule.

Talk about the new and exciting
things school offers such as making new
friends or learning new games. Explain
that there are lots of opportunities for col-
oring, drawing, singing, playing and learn-
ing about new things. Tell your child about
the things you liked about school, your
good memories, the nice teachers and so
on.

Don’t hog the conversation. Let him
or her talk about what he or she is look-
ing forward to. If your child is nervous
about something, he or she will let you
know. Maybe not in words, though. So
watch his or her expressions, notice the
topics he or she brings up repeatedly, and
listen for his or her tone of voice.
Excitement is loud. Fear is whispered. Be
encouraging, and if necessary, reassuring.

This is very important: kids need rou-
tines. Routines make them feel safe.

Routines enable them to know what’s
expected of them and what comes next.
Before school starts, begin setting bedtime,
mealtime, playtime and family time rou-
tines. Stick to them.

This is a great age for learning.
Kindergarteners love learning new things,
showing off their knowledge to you and

becoming “big kids.” This is an exciting
time for them. Do everything you can to
support this excitement, nurture it, love it,
show how it makes you proud, and extend
it as long as possible.

The first day of school can be scary. It
may be the first time your kindergarten-
ers have ever been away from their par-
ents for an extended period of time. Well,
it’s hard on moms and dads too! If your
school allows it, one of the best ways to
ease everyone into the new environment
is to invite parents into the classroom on
the first day. Include them on the same tour
of the classroom that you’re giving your
students. Limit this time to about an hour
of the day.

Names will be an important lesson on
the first day of school. Write a poem or
make an illustration of with your child's
name. Names are important social devices,
and the more comfortable your child is giv-
ing out his name, the better he can use it
to meet other children.

There are skills they need to enter the
classroom with, ones they've spent five
years learning at home with you or with
other caretakers things like sharing, listen-
ing and playing well with others. Social
development is a prime marker for kinder-
garten readiness and greatly increases your
child's chances of success.

And then there are the skills that are
more academic in nature, and these can
sometimes be overlooked by parents.
After all, the kid is 5 years old! Certain aca-
demic skills, though, are just as important
as the social ones. Kindergarten teachers
will expect that their new students already
know particular things at the start of the
year, and if your child doesn't, he or she
may end up lagging behind. Not a great
way to start that illustrious school career.

So, which skills should your child walk
into kindergarten with? There are quite a
few, running the gamut from spoken lan-
guage to color recognition, and they vary
in importance. A handful of them, though,
are fairly essential.
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It might be happening in the
city you live in. Maybe, it’s

happening in your neighbour-
hood right now. It might even
be happening to someone you
know — child-trafficking and
abuse or child labour.

With the aim of making
Kumbh a child-friendly Mela,
Kailash Satyarthi Children’s
Foundation (KSCF) founded
by the Nobel Peace Laureate and
the Mayor of Prayagraj has
made a commitment to launch
the Mukti Caravan, a grassroots
campaign on wheels to free
children from all forms of
exploitation. 

The campaign is part of the
nationwide movement of the
foundation and aims to gener-
ate awareness among masses on
issues of child trafficking, child
abuse and child labour.

The Mukti Caravan cam-
paign which had a great impact
in Bihar and Jharkhand, will be
replicated in Prayagraj along
with the support of the district
administration. It will act as a
safety net for the children and
will keep a tab on incidents of
inter-state trafficking.

“The campaign will
mobilise people on issues of
child trafficking and child
labour. The aim of Mukti
Caravan is to make the religious
gathering a child friendly
Kumbh (Bal Mitra Kumbh),”
said Bidhan Chandra Singh,
executive director, KSCF.

“It was first launched in
1997 in many Indian states and
has been re-launched with the
aim of making people aware

about the preventive measures
already in place to fight child
trafficking, child labour and
child abuse,” he added.

As per news reports, in the
2013 Kumbh Mela, nearly three
lakh people, including thou-
sands of children had gone
missing. 

The volunteers associated
with KSCF will be running a
campaign in the mela premises
with the help of wall posters,
banners, folk songs and camps
to spread awareness. The aware-
ness campaigns will ensure that
people are extra cautious of the
exploitative forces that pose a
threat to children and be proac-
tive in reporting any such sus-
picious activities.

Abhilasha Gupta, Mayor of
Prayagraj said, “Due to such a
large number of people attend-
ing the Kumbh Mela, there are
chances of thousands of children
getting separated from their
parents and they could end up
in the hands of traffickers. Mukti
Caravan will be extending a
security cover to such vulnera-
ble children. It will also curb
inter-state trafficking of chil-
dren.”

Abhilasha flagged off the
Mukti Caravan and said,
“Children are the future of our
country and they will take this
country and society to new
heights with their sheer talent.
We need to simply groom them
accordingly. Mukti Caravan has
been doing a great service for
the cause of children and this
campaign reunites the lost chil-
dren with their parents.”

Her green saree with a yellow
border shimmers more than

the golden sun. Her bindi adorns
her forehead. Her jewellery is
minimal yet subtly signifies her
womanhood. Her eyes reflect the
irrefutable, unstoppable spirit like
that of a warrior.

Actress Ankita Lokhande’s
first look as the Jhalkari Bai from
the film Manikarnika looks believ-
able and much like the unsung
hero.

The actress, who has been a
part of many TV shows, makes her
Bollywood debut with the film.
She talks about how she loved the
role at the first narration itself. “I
felt so good about it. It was some-
thing which I really wanted to do
when I heard of it. I wanted to tell
people that this is also a woman
who has made a big contribution
to our freedom struggle. I grabbed
it and now I am here,” says Ankita.

She tells us that there were a
lot of preparations that went into
the making of every character in
the film, including a rigorous
training. “We had a 40-day train-
ing with action director Nick
Powell from Hollywood. We learnt
and practised sword fighting, gun
shooting, horse riding, and many
other things,” she says adding
that no matter how hard and
strict, it was the “best part” about
being in the film.

She says, “It was very interest-
ing and in your debut, you never
plan or think of such things. I thor-
oughly enjoyed playing Jhalkari. I
just agreed to play the role because
I also wanted people to know
about this unsung warrior. There
are so many people who have done
great things, but have died
unheard and unknown. No names
and no marks. The only thought
was that if I am getting this oppor-
tunity, I should portray her in the
best way possible.”

The actress believes that a
woman best understands another
woman. And after hearing about
who and how Jhalkari was, she
tried to present the character in
her own way. “I understood her as

someone about whom people do
not know much, so I had to cre-
ate my own version of her. I
played around with the character,
developed it in my head first
before bringing it to life. I under-
stood her description in some way
and about how brave she was. I
learnt the role of a fighter and a
warrior, I put it in my way and cre-
ated her. Also I never felt that I was
playing someone else while play-
ing Jhalkari, I just felt that it’s me.”

The actress who had lead the
TV show, Pavitra Rishta, as
Archana, for six years tells us that
she likes strong, powerful and
women-centric characters. “It’s a
way to celebrate womanhood.
Even Archana was a very power-
ful woman and a human being.
She was fierce in her life approach-
es,” she says.

She adds that she can relate
herself to Archana as both of
them had a similar approach.
And today, after playing Jhalkari,
she says, “I can relate her and
Ankita as well but on very differ-
ent levels.”

A transition from TV to films
is a huge one for an actor. So how
has the journey been for Ankita?
She says that there hasn’t been a
major transition since both the
media are different in their own
ways. “After working for many
years in television, I feel that I had
given all of myself to it. But films
have always been a dream. Any
actor, who wishes to act, always
thinks of being a part of a film.
And so did I. I would say that I am

living my dream right now. I
couldn’t have been anything else
but this.” Ankita says that she
believes in giving the audience a
storyline to remember. “For me, a
story should be the one that peo-
ple would recall even when they go
back to their homes,” says she.

For her, everything is challeng-
ing if it needs hard work. And
since she has tried out the two
media — TV and films — she feels
that both are equally demanding,
only the “cameras and their per-
spectives had changed. In fact, in
TV, there is no time. It goes on for
days that seem like forever.”

How has she seen a transition
in the Indian cinema over time?
Ankita looks at it through a fem-
inine approach. She says, “Today
there are scripts that showcase
women in the most powerful way.
They are more women-centric.
What is a hero? A hero is not just
a man anymore. Today’s films
show that women are very much

the heroes who don’t need a man
to survive or even make a film
superhit. A hero is larger than life,
someone who is always battling,
moving ahead and fighting every-
thing and that definition includes
a woman. One can see it in the
performances, be it of any actress
like Deepika (Padukone) or
Kangana (Ranuat). I think I am on
the right path today where people
don’t want to look at beautiful
faces anymore, they want good
artists, characters and perfor-
mance-based films.” She adds that
not just in the film industry, but
in real life too, women are always
the first heroes, and then follow
the men. “The biggest examples
are our mothers.”

Ankita believes that a film like
Manikarnika... is important today
because “people are forgetting
about India’s history and the
country’s freedom struggle.” She
says that just like any other com-
mon citizen, earlier she had not
been overtly patriotic whether it
was wars or the soldiers’ struggles.
But “after being part of this film,
I realised what situations our sol-
diers’ would put themselves just to
protect the nation. I feel that a film
like this will make people realise
what freedom means and what it
symbolised for the people who
lived during the colonial era.”

She adds, “It’s the most impor-
tant for kids and the youth as they
are the future and they need to
develop this fighter spirit in them.”

(The film releases on January
25.) #!���A�#����0������

Apair of spectacles dangles at the
end of the V-neck of the grey
sweater and a blue muffler is

casually thrown across Prakash Jha’s
shoulders. The ensemble is paired with
dark trousers. He looks relaxed and at the
same time proud as his daughter Disha
is producing her first film Fraud Saiyaan.
“She came with the script and said that
she had set up this production company
and wanted me to back it up. She told me
to read the script. And when I did, I could
not stop laughing,” he says.

And he elaborates why by describing
what the film is about. “The beauty of the
film is that it is a heartland story. It is
inspired by fraud characters that exist. It
is about native intelligence and the
jugaadu manner in which Bhola (played
by Arshad Warsi) negotiates his affairs
and wives hilariously,” says Jha sitting
adjacent to a glass window on the 20th
floor of a hotel in the capital. 

It is not Jha’s first foray in comedy,
even though he is identified with social-
ly-relevant cinema. “I did direct the pop-
ular serial, Mungerilal ke Haseen Sapne
and produced Dil Dosti, Etc (2007) and
Crazy Cukkad Family (2015). It is not as
if I have not supported comedies. The
films that I make usually have dark
humour because they have a heavy polit-
ical influence.”

Jha chooses his words carefully. If one
says that his films are politically relevant,
he points out that it’s a huge word to
define them. “They can be called reflec-
tive of the polity,” he says and elaborates
further, “Every cinema, if it is true to
social behaviour, is politics. Even in a love
story, where a boy and a girl can’t meet
because of caste or class is political.” 

When one ventures into the domain
of the increasing politicisation of films,
Jha immediately takes the discussion
ahead. “I have not seen The Accidental
PM but no matter what you do, a film has
to stand on its own. And if it has some
substance, people will like it irrespective
of the politics. It has to have a logic and
be engaging to work. I have no problem
with what it says as long as it is coher-
ent,” says the director who made his debut
with  Hip Hip Hurray in 1984. Next came
Damul (1984) for which he received huge
recognition. The film went on to win the
National Film Award for Best Feature
Film and the Filmfare Critics Award for
Best Movie in 1985. He goes on to point
out that, “Political ideology is now avail-
able in public domain. If you are falling
for the rhetoric, you will use your ratio-
nale to justify that.”

When you prod him further about
the political divisions within the
Bollywood, which are coming to the fore,
he says that the industry was always split
down from the middle. “We have cine-
ma and then there is the world outside
cinema where secularism, democracy,
fanaticism, everything is very active. And
that holds true for the entire world.

Majoritarianism holds sway whether it is
America, Britain, France, Turkey, China
or Russia. These ideas are being debat-
ed because democracy all over the world
has shrunk into the concept of electoral
politics and its redefinition is essential,”
says Jha who sees a manthan (churning)
happening all over the world. Though he
is not sure he will live to see the change
which began in 2010, he says, “As an
observer I am alive to everything that
happens every day and in my own way
I try to capture it,” and goes on to give
the example of some of his landmark
films like Damul, Mrityudand, Apharan
and more, which were reflective of social
realities whether it was mandalisation,
open marketing or saturation of caste pol-
itics. He tried to tap in the advent of new
ideas of the current youth with Satyagrah.

Coming to the larger picture of the
state of affairs in the film industry where
content is now coming to the forefront,
he says that it was already there. “It is
about acceptance as people are more

receptive to it. The multiplexes ensure
that even smaller films are screened. The
audience is willing to take a chance and
pay for it,” he says.

While he is heartened by the recep-
tion to better content, the state of affairs
in education draws flak from him. “We
have taken a very terrible direction as far
as education is concerned and faulted for
almost two generations. We took human-
ities out of the system and focussed on
science and management. This led to the
creation of a new kind of world which is
smart and efficient but not rooted in cul-
ture or philosophy. This generation does
not know anything about it,” he says
adding that it is only now when people,
especially parents, have seen that engi-
neering and management colleges are
going bust and there are no jobs in the
field that they have opened up to the idea
of taking up literature or history. 

Another change that has been wit-
nessed is the shift from the so-called par-
allel cinema and the use of ‘star power’

by Jha. He defends the move. “I changed
from pure parallel cinema like Damul as
I had a choice to either become compet-
itive or not survive. There was a wave of
parallel cinema by Ketan (Mehta),
Kundan (Shah), Saeed (Mirza) in the
1980s and suddenly with the open mar-
ket, the cost of making films went up and
new technology came in. I wrote
Mrityudand and brought in Madhuri
Dixit. The dialogues, script and the
scenes were like that of a commercial film.
And I would like to point out that Gupt
an out-and-out commercial film also
released around the same time and both
of them had their space,” he says.

Looking ahead, he is also working on
the OTT platforms as he finds it “a very
interesting space and way of dealing with
subjects that we couldn’t deal with in
films.” He is working on three subjects in
this platform. “It takes a lot of time as one
season is like five or six films,” he says.

Jha also works in the social sector
with his organisation Anubhooti. “I

would like to do a lot more but I do not
have a team. I mostly help financially in
health, education and disaster manage-
ment,” he says. 

There is one phase of his life which
he is not keen on revisiting — that of
being part of active politics. He had con-
tested and lost the election to the Lok
Sabha from his native Champaran in
2004 and again in 2009 as Lok Janashakti
Party candidate from West Champaran.
He again contested in the 2014 elections
as a JD(U) candidate from Paschim
Champaran and lost. And there is a rea-
son, he says. “I am enjoying my life as a
producer, actor, writer while helping
young people find their feet. I also love
to watch the world go by.”  

Jha has finished shooting a film “but
I didn’t want things to overlap. I didn’t
want to announce it as my daughter
deserves her place in sun. But we will
meet soon,” and moves on to other inter-
views with that promise.

(The film releases on January 18.)
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In a first for India, a 20-day-old baby weighing
just 1.16 kg underwent a successful  brain

surgery at the Faridabad-based, 300-bed
Sarvodaya Hospital and Research Centre. This
baby has become the lowest-weighing baby ever
to undergo craniotomy which is done by open-
ing the skull and removing a life-threatening
blood clot from the brain, which caused a seizure
in the neonate. The condition would have
proved fatal had it not been treated promptly. The
Sarvodaya Hospital has applied for the Limca
Book of Records and the Guinness Book of World
Records to recognise this unheard-of surgical feat.

The premature baby was one among the
twins born preterm at 33 weeks to Deevakar Jha
and Deepa Mishra. The baby was referred to the
Sarvodaya Hospital for respiratory distress and
perinatal asphyxia, where a team of surgeons led
by Dr Pankaj Dawar and Dr Mukesh Pandey,
took the child under their supervision.

Explaining the case, Dr Dawar, the Senior
Consultant, Centre for Brain and Spine,
Sarvodaya Hospital and Research Centre, said,
“At birth, the baby weighed 1.160 kg, but had peri-
natal asphyxia and respiratory distress thereafter
and thus was immediately admitted to the hos-
pital. He was put on the ventilator for five days.
However, on the 19th day since his birth, the baby
suffered from a seizure. A MRI scan revealed a
large intracranial blood clot inside the skull, prob-
ably from a bleeding disorder . For the surgery,
his skull was opened to expose the brain (mini-

craniotomy) and then the blood clot (hematoma)
was successfully removed. With this, he has
become the baby with the lowest weight to ever
undergo a brain surgery in India and also prob-
ably in the world as well.”

According to Dr Pahuja, Consultant,
Department of Anaesthesia, Sarvodaya Hospital
and Research Centre, brain surgery of a baby with
such low weight has not been done before in the
country. the doctor explained that this requires
very careful consideration and specialised equip-
ment for anaesthesia. Dr Sushil Singla, Senior
Consultant and the HOD, Department of
Paediatrics, Sarvodaya Hospital and Research
Centre, added, “The presence of a blood clot in
the brain of a baby of such age and low weight
posed a huge challenge for us. If untreated, the
condition would have proved fatal. Even if the
baby had survived, he would have suffered from
neural problems and the brain would not have
developed fully. After the successful surgery, the
baby is perfectly fine. He is gaining weight and
meeting all neural milestones adequately as
reported during the last follow up visit.”

Sarvodaya Hospital recently expanded its
footprint in the national capital by opening a
unique standalone daycare centre for cancer
patients in South Delhi. It provides full nursing
care and support to cancer patients in surround-
ing areas who need to undergo chemotherapy,
immunotherapy or targeted cancer therapy, but
do not wish to visit a hospital.

Aeroslim is an IoT-
enabled ceiling fan
which can be con-

trolled via the ‘Orient Smart’
mobile app.

Speaking on the occasion,
the company’s senior vice
president and the business
head for fans, Atul Jain said,
“Aeroslim sets new standards
in the segment with its IoT
controls, one-of-a-kind slim
cylindrical design and the
energy-efficient inverter
motor. It’s a feature loaded fan,
delivering an astounding, 240
CMM air delivery while sav-
ing 40 per cent of the energy.
With a distinct finish, perfor-
mance, ease of operation and
looks, we are confident that it
will surely create an interest
amongst the discerned aspira-
tional consumers who are
looking for smarter purchas-
es.”

Jain believes that Orient
Electric has emerged as a
dominant player in the premi-
um fans segment in the last
two years and with the launch
of Aeroslim fan and the recent
launch of the Lifestyle series of
fans, the company is hopeful
of gaining a stronger foothold

in the segment. “We present-
ly have more than 40 per cent
of the market share in the pre-
mium fans segment and we
are hopeful to strengthen our
dominance further in this seg-
ment.”

The IoT-enabled Aeroslim
puts comfort and control at
the users’ fingertips by giving
them the freedom to manage
the fan speed and modes,
reverse rotation and the
underlight with dimming
options via the Orient Smart
mobile app. Jain further
explained that the inverter
motor fan consumes only 45
watt of electricity thus, ensur-
ing 40 per cent energy saving
as compared to the ordinary
fans. It features an advanced
aerodynamic blade design to

give an impressive air delivery
of 240 CMM while ensuring
silent operation even at low
voltages of up to 140V. It has
a telescopic adjustable mount-
ing which complements both
the traditional and modern
ceilings.

Aeroslim has a sweep of
1200 mm and has 100 per cent
rust-free blade which is  made
of a high-grade glass filled
compounded ABS, which pro-
vides strength to the blades,
thus making it bend-proof,
rust-proof and easy to clean.
Its slim cylindrical design,
integrated underlight and the
PU paint with a hydrograph-
ic finish, imparts stunning
looks to the Aeroslim fan.
This fan also comes with a
remote for the users.

The Union Minister for Minority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi,

informed that over 2,300 muslim
women from India will go on the Haj
pilgrim this year without the mehram
( male companion). The Modi govern-
ment had lifted the ban on women
going to Haj without their male com-
panions last year which had resulted in
1,300 women going for Haj without
their male companions in 2018.

While inaugurating the new office
space of the Haj Division, Minority
Affairs Ministry, at RK Puram in New
Delhi, Naqvi said, “Like last year, this
year too, on the directions of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the Minority
Affairs Ministry has made arrange-
ments to send these women on Haj

without a lottery system.” 
He informed that the ministry

received over 2,67,000 applications for
Haj 2019 out of which 1,64,902 appli-
cations were made online. The minis-
ter commented, “Making the Haj
process digital has helped to make the
entire process transparent and pro-pil-
grims. A record 1,75,025 muslims
from India performed Haj 2018 of
which 48 per cent was comprised by
women.”

Naqvi further elaborated that the
GST on Haj pilgrimage has been
reduced from 18 per cent to 5 per cent
which will ensure that about �113 crore
will be saved by the Haj pilgrims dur-
ing 2019. “The reduction in GST will
also ensure a significant decrease in air

fares from various embarkation points.”
The air fare from Srinagar will be

reduced by �11377.07, from
Ahmedabad it will be reduced by
�7305.95; from Aurangabad by
�9373.68; from Delhi by �7967.62; from
Gaya by �11027.85; from Guwahati by
�13049.63; from Ranchi by �11946.84;
from Kolkata by �9787.22, and from
Hydebarad the air fare will be reduced
by �7204.87 this year.

The minister added, “The Ministry
of Minority Affairs, in cooperation with
the Saudi Arabia Haj Consulate, Haj
Committee of India and other con-
cerned agencies, has completed 2019
Haj preparations three months before
the schedule to make this Haj more
comfortable for the pilgrims.”
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The annual high intensi-
ty one-month long,

people-centric mega cam-
paign—‘Saksham’— of the
Petroleum Conservation
Research Association
(PCRA) under the aegis of
the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas, has been
launched by the ministry’s
Additional Secretary and
Financial Adviser, Rajiv Bansal, in Delhi. Bansal emphasised on the importance of fuel con-
servation and the need for focussed programmes like Saksham. He also released a comic book
developed by PCRA jointly with the NCERT, for children on various tips and day-to-day
aspects of fuel conservation, and a short animation film covering the domestic and the trans-
port sector. He also distributed prizes for the ‘Saksham’ National Competition-2018, for essay
and painting competitions which saw a record participation of more than 82 lakh students
from schools.. Bansal also flagged-off the publicity vans of PCRA, the fuel conservation mes-
sengers on wheels which are equipped with audio, video and print displays to attract and
spread the conservation awareness, especially amongst the rural masses.
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One of the most beautiful countries
in the world—Greece, is a destina-

tion to visit at any time and in any sea-
son. Each location within the country
harbours its age-old secrets and won-
derful contrasts. Here is a list of places
to visit every month in Greece for an
unforgettable holiday:
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��6�'�������	�������
This famous ‘fur-makers town’

will steal your heart with its nobleness
and serene atmosphere. Take a roman-
tic stroll along the narrow street by the
lake shore, wander in the uptown
neighborhoods, discover precious
byzantine treasures, enjoy a panoram-
ic view of the town by boat and take part
in the popular ragoutsaria event.

2�4�
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The biggest town in the

Peloponnese is home to the most pop-
ular of all Greek town carnivals. On
Shrove Sunday (the last Sunday of the
Carnival period before Lent) a great fes-
tive procession takes place with dozens
of impressive carnival floats adorned
with flowers or satirical figures parade
on the streets of a festive Patras.

������'�������	�����
Built in the traditional Epirus style,

Konitsa is surrounded by an impres-
sive terrain. This area
figures at the top of the
list for lovers of
alternative

activities and mountain sports.

����5�'����������2

Homer’s island of the Phaeacians

welcomes springtime and Easter. The
Corfiot’s age-old Easter customs are a
mosaic of various traditions connect-
ed directly to the island’s history and
multicultural character. The orthodox
Christian faith, the traditions of the
catholic community, the Venetian influ-
ence and the locals’ cheerful tempera-
ment have contributed to the creation
of special customary practices that are
absolutely worth witnessing.

��6�'������������5��
The eastern side of the mountain

is wild, rough and blessed with luxu-
riant vegetation that covers the slopes
all the way down to the Aegean Sea. The
side facing the Pagasetic Gulf is calm
and dotted with beaches. The villages
are scattered on the mountain amid lush
forests and exploring them is a fine way
to have a memorable holiday.

�
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Also known as the sun island,

Rhodes has more sunshiny days and
milder temperatures throughout the
year than any other
location in Greece.
It is one of the

country’s easternmost places and
among the first to welcome summer on
its beaches.

�
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Want to understand why Chania,

Herakleion, Agios Nikolaos, Rethymno
are famous places the world over then
head to Crete this summer.

�
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In mid-August, this Cyclades island

prepares for the celebration of the reli-
gious feast of the Dormition of
Theotokos that takes place on August
15 every year. The festival’s focal point
is the Early Christian church of Panagia
Ekatontapiliani (Our Lady
Ekatontapiliani), one of the most
impressive churches in the Aegean. In
Paroikia, the island capital, the religious
festival is concluded with a procession
headed by the icon of the Dormition of
Theotokos (Mother of God).

������4���'��������������
Spetses has a glorious past which

can be explored as you take a stroll
around or choose a horse-drawn car-
riage ride that are lined by the harbour.
Every year on the second weekend of

September, it

is customary to have a reconstruction
of the Naval Battle of 1822 and to have
the Turkish flagship blown up in effi-
gy amid a swirl of fireworks and flares.

����4���'�������������5��	�
In October, Thessaloniki is on a fes-

tive mood. The most important cele-
brations are Dimitria and the
Thessaloniki International Film Festival.
Theatre performances, concerts, visu-
al arts, dancing, photography and new
cinema releases with participation of
world renowned artists will lead you
into the magical realm of arts.

����4���'������������
This time of the year, local mild

temperatures will be your ally as you
visit the archaeological sites, monu-
ments and art masterpieces. The pop-
ular Athens Marathon takes place
every year in November, which is his-
torically privileged to take place along
the original Olympic Marathon Route.

�����4���'����������	�5�
During Christmas and New Year’s

holidays, Trikala town is literally trans-
formed into a huge amusement park for
young and old. The Mill of Elves hosts
the most mischievous team and
promises to offer unforgettable

moments. The huge fairytale park,
the Pirate Ship, the Chocolate

Factory, Santa Claus’ House and
much more guarantees the
best of entertainment options.
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Please leave the gentleman alone," former
India captain Sunil Gavaskar said of

Mahendra Singh Dhoni, insisting that the vet-
eran's value to the team cannot be calculated
despite the lack of consistency.

Dhoni turned back the clock with a match-
winning half century against Australia in the sec-
ond one-dayer in Adelaide, even hitting one of
those trademark last-over sixes. The well-
timed knock eased the pressure he has been
under due to inconsistent form.

"My prayer is to please leave the gentleman
alone and he will continue to do well. He is also
not getting younger. So the consistency you
might have at a younger age will obviously not
be there and you have to bear with that,"
Gavaskar told 'India Today'.

The 37-year-old two-time World Cup win-
ning former captain's future is one of the most
debated topics in Indian cricket right now but
Gavaskar feels he deserves better.

"Bear with that little inconsistency. But he's
still tremendous value to the team... That value
you cannot calculate at all," the batting great said.

Elaborating on what he thought makes
Dhoni a crucial cog, Gavaskar said the veteran
stumper's reading of the game and match situ-
ations is impeccable from behind the stumps.

"He keeps telling the bowlers to bowl a par-
ticular delivery, what a batsman is planning to
do. He has a sense of what a batsman is think-
ing...What the batsman is looking to do now...Is
he looking to get out of jail kind of shot?" he said.

"These are the kind of things where Dhoni
helps the bowlers and of course with the field

placing because Virat is so important in the deep
(as he fields outside 30-yard circle) in the final
overs when he saves those two runs diving
around, takes magnificent catches in the deep,"
he added.

Gavaskar also spoke about the trust that cur-
rent skipper Virat Kohli has Dhoni's assessment
of situations.

"...It's not possible for Virat to maybe have
a conversation with the bowlers or to make
adjustments to the square fielders. That is where
Virat has complete faith and trust in Dhoni to
make those little bit of adjustments for him,"
Gavaskar said. 
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni knows how to
pace his innings according to varied

match situations which still makes him an
asset for India, said former Australia fast
bowler Jason Gillespie.

Dhoni has started the year in style, scor-
ing two half-centuries in successive ODIs as
he rolled back time to finish the Adelaide ODI
to level the three-match series 1-1.

"India have benefitted from Dhoni's fin-
ishing ability for more than a decade. They
are still benefitting from it. They benefitted
from his experience when they were down at
4-3 in Sydney as well. He was a bit slow in
Sydney but you have to understand why. He
played the situation," Gillespie said.

"And it is tough to keep coming down the
order and playing as per different situations.
In Adelaide, he had a completely different sit-
uation, so he played differently (in the sec-
ond ODI). He has played over 300 ODIs so
he knows how to play these different situa-
tions," he added.

India chased down 299 riding on skip-
per Virat Kohli's 39th ODI hundred.

Gillespie termed Kohli's hundred as an
"absolute masterclass" and rated the Indian
captain as someone who is a notch above his
peers.

"It was an absolute masterclass from
Kohli. He is a class player and a different bats-
man to everyone else. Numbers speak for
themselves and you genuinely don't need to
add anything to it. Thirty nine hundreds and
10,000 plus runs in ODI cricket in 50 fewer
innings than Tendulkar.

"And we all knew how good a player
Tendulkar was. It is simply incredible what
Kohli is doing. He is the best in world crick-
et at the moment, simple," Gillespie was at
loss of words to praise the legend in the mak-
ing.

But the Sussex and Adelaide Strikers'
coach said that India was too dependent on
Kohli, albeit he refused to label the middle

order "shaky".
The likes of Dhoni and Ambati Rayudu

last played cricket in November, as also did
opener Shikhar Dhawan, and their rustiness
has shown in the first two ODIs of the year.

Gillespie said that it helps to play as much
cricket as possible, but players today do need
to find a play-rest balance.

"I wouldn't say that the Indian middle-
order is looking shaky. They have a lot of
good batting talent, and a couple of them
were coming from rest or injury. They have
a well-balanced side and enough batting fire-
power, even if they do rely on Kohli a lot,"
Gillespie observed.

"Ideally, (players) would be like to play
more, no doubt. But you have to find that bal-
ance between rest and playing constantly, so
they can recover physically as well as men-
tally. You have to balance it so they get
enough batting preparation and that only
happens when you are playing games as
opposed to batting in the nets," Gillespie
replied with regards to Rayudu's rustiness.

"These batsmen would have done plen-
ty of net training but spending time in the
middle is vital. Judging how to play an innings
in different conditions are things you can only
learn in the middle. It is best to get as much
batting practice as you can," he said.
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni
from now on will be
more like a anchor,

who would "control the game
till the end", reckons legendary
Sachin Tendulkar.

Dhoni showed his much-
acclaimed finishing prowess
during the second ODI against
Australia and Tendulkar attrib-
uted it to a change in his
thought process.

"Yesterday's (Tuesday) con-
tribution was good. In the
first match, I felt he was a lit-
tle rusty, he was not being able
to hit the ball where he want-
ed to and that can happen to
anyone. He walked out in the
second match thinking differ-
ently and from ball one, he
looked a different player,"
Tendulkar said on his app
100MB.

Dhoni of the old was both
an anchor as well as a finisher
but Tendulkar is happy to see
him as someone who will be
able to control the game till the
end.

"He (Dhoni) is someone
who loves to play a few dot
balls, understand the wicket,
how the bowlers are bowling

and likes to take the game till
the end. That is exactly what he
did. He is someone who is
going to control the game
from one end," the highest
run-getter in international
cricket observed.

He also praised Dinesh
Karthik for his role as a "fin-
isher" and complementing
Dhoni's experience during
final overs.

"And yesterday along with
Dhoni, I felt that Dinesh
Karthik played rather well as
he came and finished the game.
It was a fantastic contribution
from Dinesh also. Dhoni
stayed till the end and his expe-
rience mattered."

With both Dhoni and
Karthik performing, Tendulkar
cited the practical difficulties
in having Rishabh Pant in the

World Cup bound side.
"It's a nice thought (to

have Pant in) but we have
already got Dhoni and Karthik
playing as a batter, we have two
wicket-keepers, who have con-
tributed in our success yester-
day. They have had a crucial
partnership which won us the
match.

"So if you are looking to
have Pant in the team that

means you have to remove a
proper batter or one bowler,
and I don't think we can afford
to remove a bowler. So if he
replaces a proper batter who
doesn't bowl, then its okay but
if he is going to replace an all-
rounder then that's going to
cost us," Tendulkar opined.

Tendulkar also urged fans
to show patience with rookie
pacers Mohammed Siraj and
Khaleel Ahmed, both of whom
struggled against the
Australian batsmen.

"It will be too harsh to
judge them (Khaleel or Siraj)
based on one game. I am very
happy that bench strength is
playing and understanding
that if there are injuries then,
these are the guys who will
replace the seniors. So we bet-
ter have them ready and give
them exposure at the right
time.

"So let's not put too much
pressure on them so that they
only think about not giving
runs rather than thinking
about winning matches for
India. It's okay to have one or
two bad games here and there.
It's fine, it's normal. So I would
just say that go out and support
these guys," 
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Virat Kohli has no peers in
ODIs but he has a price-

less message for youngsters —
sole focus on limited overs for-
mats shouldn't be an "excuse"
for not being able to cope with
the challenges of Test cricket.

World's No 1 batsman
with 25 Test hundreds warned
that youngsters will have men-
tal problems if they don't
embrace the pristine form of
five-day cricket.

"If we focus too much on
shorter formats - yes, they're
important - but if we solely
focus and look at them as an
escape or an excuse to not be
in the kind of situations that
Test cricket presents to you,
then I think there will start
being a mental problem with
the cricketers coming up,"
Kohli was quoted as saying by
Star Sports.

The Indian skipper, who
has played a few defining
knocks against world class
bowlers like Jimmy Anderson,
Stuart Broad and Mitchell
Starc during the past year
spoke about the hardwork
that goes into making of a
quality Test player.

"As long as you're willing
to wake up every morning for
five days and do the hard
yards and go do the dirty
work - if you're willing to bat
for two hours and not score a
run for the team - I think that
is what people should prepare
(youngsters) (for)." Kohli said
the current batch of Indian
Test cricketers are trying to set
an example for the younger
generation.

"That (vision) will require
the team to lay out a certain
things that needs to be done
and for the next lot to keep fol-
lowing. So (when) the next lot
that comes in, they have to
maintain that vision and then
the people coming in will fol-
low."

Virat Kohli has reaffirmed
his commitment towards Test
cricket, saying he wants India
to become a superpower in the
game's longest format.

Number-one ranked India

recently won their maiden
Test series in Australia under
Kohli's leadership.

"I wouldn't say goal but I
would rather speak of a vision,
which is for India to be a
superpower in Test cricket or

a very, very strong side in Test
cricket in the years to come,"

"I think if Indian cricket
respects Test cricket, and
Indian players respect Test
cricket, then Test cricket will
stay at the top because of the
fan base that we have all over
the world."

Kohli was made India cap-
tain for the first time in the
middle of the 2014-15 Test
series in Australia with MS
Dhoni announcing a shock
retirement.

He credited coach Ravi
Shastri for making his job
easier.

"Ever since 2014, I think
he's (Shastri) one person who's
given me honest feedback
whenever things required to
be altered.

"I remember we sat down
(last year). I'd scored a Test
century and a fifty in the
same game in England, so he
called me and he said, as far as
batting is concerned, I'm not
going to discuss anything with
you now because you've done
some something which I am
proud of and everyone is
proud of.

"But as a captain, I need to
start thinking how to get the
best out of this team and how
to tactically be spot on. And
that really hit me because I felt
like, you know, there's so
much more to captaincy than
you sometimes think."

Before departing for the
Australia tour, Kohli had dis-
missed the perception that
Shastri was "yes-man" to him.
He explained again what
Shastri brings to the table.

"He one person, because
he's done so much commen-
tary, and he's seen the game so
much and has played so much
himself - just watching the
game - he knows where the
game is heading.

"So just get getting feed-
back from him constantly has
been the biggest help for me,
in terms of moulding my own
personality into captaincy.
He's someone who has never
tried to change me just to be
able to fit into the captaincy
mode," Kohli added. 
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Budding Karnataka swimmer Srihari
Nataraj had a 100 per cent record at

the Khelo India Youth Games, winning
Gold in each of the seven events he took
part in the competition here.

At last year's Khelo India School
Games, Nataraj had won six Gold medals
and this time bettered his show.

Another Karnataka swimmer who
caught the eye was Likith SP, who ended
his campaign at the Games with six
medals, including five Gold, a media
release said on Wednesday.

When asked about their friendship,
the Karnataka boys, Likith and Srihari,
said they always help each other improve
as swimmers.

"I see great potential in Srihari and I
am sure he will achieve big things in the

time to come," said Likith.
Having already represented India at

the Youth Olympics and the Asian
Games in 2018, Srihari will now turn his
focus towards the World Championships
to be held in South Korea later this year
as he hopes to bring laurels to the coun-
try.

"I have a few important exams to fin-
ish now, after which I will begin my
preparations for the World
Championships," Srihari was quoted as
saying in the release.

Likith, like his friend Srihari, will be
looking forward to the World
Championships in July and will begin his
preparation at the earliest. 
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Delhi judokas proved to be a cut

above the rest as the northern state ended
up with 12 Gold, 3 Silver and 6 Bronze
medals to top in the discipline at the
Khelo India Youth Games.

The closest to Delhi was Punjab,
which won 4 Gold, while Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and hosts Maharashtra bagged
three Gold medals each in judo at the
Games.

Delhi's dominance primarily came in
the Under-17 and Under-21 girls' section,
where they won eight of the 12 Gold
medals at stake, a media release said.

A shot in the arm for judo was that
22 of the 29 participating states won
medals.

According to the release, judo was
dominated by the states from the north
as nine states from the region won 22
Gold, 17 Silver and 24 Bronze medals.

In comparison, states from the south-
ern India could not muster even one
Gold.

However, the surprise pack was
Kerala which cornered eight medals - two
Silver and six Bronze.

Maharashtra led the challenge from
the West, picking up 3 Golds, while
Gujarat had two yellow medals and
Rajasthan bagged one. 
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Former Australia fast bowler Jason Gillespie
feels the current Indian bowling attack led

by Jasprit Bumrah makes the team one of the
favourites for the upcoming ICC World Cup,
alongside hosts England.

"I think the Indian attack is well balanced.
Bumrah has been rested for obvious reason but
their attack is still quite good," Gillespie said.

"Everyone offers different things, and you
add Bumrah to it, so they are well placed to
mount a challenge for the World Cup. I think
England is the obvious favourites, but India won't
be far behind," he insisted.

Gillespie singled out Bumrah for special
praise and said the young right-arm pacer's
unorthodox action makes him a different
bowler from others.

"I enjoy watching Bumrah bowl. He just
ambles in but when he gets to the crease, he
almost has a slingshot action. He bowls at good
pace, hurries the batsmen up, and he can also
change his pace a lot. He is a very fine bowler,"
the 43-year-old former pacer said.

"His action does stand out. It is a braced front
leg, delayed bowling arm action. It gets you to
the crease quickly, and delivers that sling shot.
It is what generates his pace.

"But you need to be strong to be able to do
that. Bumrah is robust and fit to bowl long spells

in Test cricket. He keeps his pace up through-
out a Test and this is what makes him an excit-
ing bowler," Gillespie said.

India and Australia are tied at 1-1 in the
ongoing three-match ODI series with the
decider scheduled to be played at Melbourne on
Friday.

The Australian team, which is currently
going through a rebuilding phase, are eyeing its
first ODI series win since January 2017 and
Gillespie said it is the best for opportunity for
youngsters to stake a claim in the World Cup-
bound team.

"Obviously they are missing a couple key
personnel from both batting and bowling per-
spectives. But the team will look very different
in the World Cup. So it is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for these players and selectors to look at
different options in pressure situations," said the
Adelaide Strikers' coach.
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An effervescent Son Heung-min inspired title-chasing South Korea
to a comfortable 2-0 victory over China on Wednesday to finish

top of their Asian Cup group.
Hwang Ui-jo and Kim Min-jae were on target as the Koreans,

boosted by the arrival of their talisman, ran China ragged in Abu Dhabi.
Talisman Son won the penalty converted by Hwang and fizzed

in the assist for Kim to spark South Korea, who finished top of Group
C with a perfect nine points as they look to end 59 years of Asian Cup
hurt.

Marcello Lippi's Chinese side finished as group runners-up hav-
ing likewise already sealed their place in the last 16 by winning their
first two matches.

Korean captain Son surprisingly started — and completed 87 min-
utes — despite a punishing run of 13 games for Tottenham since the
start of December.

The mercurial Spurs forward, who played in the London club's
1-0 defeat by Manchester United three days ago, showed quick feet
to tempt China defender Shi Ke into a rash challenge 12 minutes.

Hwang calmly tucked away the spot-kick to send thousands of

Korean "Red Devils" fans wild at the compact Al Nahyan Stadium.
South Korea, who beat Asian Cup first-timers Philippines and

Kyrgyzstan 1-0 in their opening two games, went for the jugular.
A Hwang Hee-chan rocket forced China goalkeeper Yan Junling

into a fingertip save before Hwang Ui-jo curled an effort against the
post. The Koreans, joint title favourites with Iran, doubled their lead
six minutes after the break when Son's corner was met by Kim's thump-
ing header.

South Korea, who famously reached the World Cup semi-finals
in 2002, have failed to win the Asian Cup since winning back-to-back
titles in 1956 and 1960.

They have been finalists on four subsequent occasions, includ-
ing in 2015 when they were beaten in extra time by hosts Australia.

But Son's inclusion has clearly energised the Taeguk Warriors, who
suddenly look a very different proposition.

China, Asian Cup runners-up in 1984 and 2004, began the com-
petition by edging Kyrgyzstan 2-1 and overpowering the Philippines
3-0. But they were no match for South Korea and were lucky not to
concede further goals in a lop-sided game.

Elsewhere in Group C, a Vitalij Lux hat-trick sent Sven-Goran
Eriksson's Philippines crashing out and gave Kyrgyzstan hope of pro-
gressing as one of the best third-placed teams in a 3-1 victory.

German-based Lux struck once in the first half and twice in the
second in Dubai before the Philippines grabbed a consolation goal
through Stephan Schrock with 10 minutes to go.
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