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he high-powered Selection
T
Committee led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday sacked CBI Director
Alok Verma after two-and-ahalf hours meeting. Chief
Justice of India’s nominee
Justice AK Sikri and Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge were two
other members of the Selection
Committee.
The panel decided to sack
Verma with a 2-1 majority,
wherein Mallikarjun Kharge
opposed his removal. Both
Modi and Justice Sikri voted in
favour of Verma’s removal. The
committee had met on
Wednesday but that meeting
was inconclusive.
Interestingly, Kharge had
filed a dissent note against
Verma’s appointment as CBI
chief during the Selection
Committee meeting.
Verma was sacked on the
basis of a CVC report charging
him of corruption and dereliction of duty. The CVC report
indicted Verma with eight
counts of charges, including
forming a coterie of officials of
doubtful integrity.
Verma’s joy of reinstatement by the SC as the CBI boss
after a gap of 77 days was shortlived as he could resume office
for just two days. Verma is
retiring from ser vice on
January 31.
The panel also decided to
appoint a new CBI Director

within two weeks and remove
all officials of doubtful integrity from the agency.
The panel decided to transfer Verma as DG, Fire Services,
Civil Defence and Home
Guards. The Selection
Committee also decided to
make CBI Additional Director
M Nageshwara Rao as the
interim Director till the high
powered committee decides
on a name for posting as the
new CBI Director. List of
probables include Uttar
Pradesh DGP OP Singh, NIA
DG YC Modi and CISF chief
Rajesh Ranjan.
Verma had resumed duty
as CBI chief on Wednesday following a Supreme Court order
reinstating him as the agency
boss. Verma along with his
deputy Rakesh Asthana were
on October 23 sent on forced
leave following a bitter feud
between the two. Both Verma
and Asthana leveled corruption
allegations against each other.
Verma also booked Verma in a
graft case on October 15
despite express recommendation by the CVC not to go
ahead with filing any FIR
against Asthana.
Following this, the Central
Vigilance Commission inter-
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vened to restore the integrity of
the CBI and recommended
their forced leave till an enquiry
by the anti-corruption watchdog was over. Based on the
CVC recommendation, the
Government sent them on
forced leave and appointed
then Joint Director M
Nageshwara Rao as the incharge CBI chief during the
pendency of the CVC probe
against Verma.
Verma then moved the
Supreme Court challenging
the Government decision to
send him on leave and divest
him of his powers, functions
and supervisory role in the CBI
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saying the post enjoys a twoyears fixed tenure. The SC on
Tuesday
trashed
the
Government order to send
Verma on leave and reinstated
him as CBI chief. The apex

court also directed the Centre
to refer the issue of Verma’s
removal to the high-powered
Selection Committee.
Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court on Friday will decide on
a plea of Asthana for quashing
of the graft case registered at
Verma’s behest.
While the SC order reinstating Verma as the CBI chief,
it specifically barred him from
taking any major policy decisions, but he continued with
the spree to order transfers and
posting in the agency. Verma
had on Wednesday through
two different orders rescinded
transfers and postings done by
incharge Director Rao. Rao
had transferred 13 officials
including the team probing
the case against Asthana.
Verma revoked most of the
transfers and postings.
On Thursday too, Verma
transferred or changed postings
of seven officials, including
the posting Superintendent of
Police MK Gupta, to probe the
bribery case against Asthana.
The CVC report also
referred about the controversial
meat exporter Moin Qureshi’s
case and claimed that the CBI
team looking into the case
wanted to make Hyderabad-
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based businessman Sathish
Babu Sana an accused in the
case but Verma never gave
clearance. The probe in this
case was led by Asthana.
The CVC report also contained intercepts from the
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), in which “money
changing hands with number
one in the CBI” is talked about,
officials said.
Incidentally, Sana is the
complainant for the bribery
case against Asthana. Sana has
also mentioned the name of
Samant Goel, the second-incommand of RAW, of being
involved in protecting the middleman, Manoj Prasad. The
other case relates to a
Preliminary Enquiry registered
by the CBI about acquisition of
land in Gurgaon. The CVC, in
its report, alleged that Verma’s
name had figured in the case
and at least C36 crore had
changed hands. The CVC had
recommended a thorough
probe into the case.
The CVC, which has a
superintendence role over the
CBI, had also alleged that
Verma tried to save an
officer in the IRCTC case
involving former Union
Minister Lalu Prasad.
The Commission also
alleged that Verma was trying
to bring in tainted officials into
the CBI. It claimed that efforts
seeking cooperation from the
CBI chief did not yield results
as he continued to keep the files
away from the CVC.
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rmy chief General Bipin
Rawat on Thursday indiA
cated that the Supreme Court
verdict on decriminalisation of
gay sex and adultery may not
be implemented in the Army,
citing the “conservative” nature
of the force.
Making this assertion here
in the annual news conference
ahead of the Army Day on
January 15, he said though the
Army is not above law of the
land, yet when a person joins
the armed forces some of the
rights enjoyed by the civilian
counterparts are taken away.
He was responding to a question on the Army’s views on
Section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and adultery.
A five-judge Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court in
September last year unanimously decriminalised part of
the 158-year-old colonial law
under Section 377 which criminalises consensual unnatural
sex, saying it violated the rights
to equality.
The apex court last year
also struck down another colonial era anti-adultery law saying it was unconstitutional,
dented the individuality of
women and treated them as
“chattel of husbands”.
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Rawat said the Army is
conservative and we cannot
allow it to perpetrate into
the Army.
Explaining the rationale
for not implementing the
Supreme Court verdict in the
armed forces, the Army chief
said the force is a huge family
and when an officer or
jawan is posted on the front he
leaves behind his family in
military stations.
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n a bid to give relief to small businesses ahead of Lok Sabha elections, the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council on
Thursday doled out benefits to medium
and small-scale enterprises (MSMEs) with
regard to GST exemption and approved 6
per cent composition scheme for the services sector.
The council has increased the GST
exemption limit to C20 lakh from C10 lakh
for the North-eastern States, and to C40
lakh from C20 lakh for the rest of the country. The council raised the higher turnover
cap to C1.5 crore for availing composition
scheme of paying 1 per cent tax. It will
come into effect on April 1.
The council also decided to extend the
composition scheme to traders from informal sector rendering services or mixed
supplies with a turnover up to C50 lakh and
composition rate for services sector has
been fixed at 6 per cent.
The council also approved recommendations pertaining to calamity cess in
Kerala. The State Government will now
levy 1 per cent calamity cess for a period
of two years on products and services to
fund rehabilitation in the State.
Under the composition scheme,
traders and manufacturers can pay taxes
at a concessional rate of 1 per cent, while
restaurants pay 5 per cent GST. There are
over 1.17 crore businesses which have registered under the GST.
Detailed report on P10
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Thursday decided to constitute afresh the
five-judge Constitution Bench to hear on
January 29 the politically-sensitive Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid land title dispute in Ayodhya after a judge, Justice UU
Lalit, recused himself from the hearing.
Justice Lalit, who was part of the fivejudge Constitution bench headed by
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi, “expressed his
disinclination to participate in the hearing any further” and opted himself out of
the contentious matter. The apex court
said since Justice Lalit has opted out of the
hearing in the matter, there was no
option left but to adjourn the case “to fix
a date of hearing and to draw up a time
schedule for hearing of the case”. Senior
advocate Rajeev Dhavan, appearing for a
Muslim party, said Justice Lalit had
appeared as a lawyer for former UP CM
Kalyan Singh in connected matter “sometime in the year 1997”.
He said Singh, as then CM of UP, had
“failed in his promise to maintain the status quo” over the disputed structure at
Ayodhya which was demolished on
December 6, 1992. The Bench, also comprising Justices SA Bobde, NV Ramana,
and DY Chandrachud, which heard the
matter for 20 minutes, noted in its order
that Dhavan has “no objection to Justice
Uday Umesh Lalit hearing the matter, the
ultimate decision in this regard is for the
learned judge to take”.
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n a political development in
the national Capital ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls this year,
former Delhi Chief Minister
Sheila Dikshit was on Thursday
appointed as the chief of the
Delhi Congress.
Her name was cleared by
none other than party chief
Rahul Gandhi following a
brainstorming meeting of State
Congress leaders on Thursday.
Dikshit is an old war horse
and a favourite among the party
workers for her experience of
being three-time Chief Minister
of Delhi. In view of her age and
health concerns, the Congress
has appointed three working
presidents to assist her.
Dikshit, 80, makes a comeback into Delhi politics ahead
of the Lok Sabha elections. The
longest serving Chief Minister
of Delhi — from 1998 to 2013Dikshit has stayed away from
active politics following the
Congress’s defeat in Assembly
elections. Diskhit had represented Gole Market constituency of New Delhi thrice
and was one of the most successful Chief Ministers who is
credited for changing the face
of Delhi.

Interestingly, she replaces
Ajay Maken, who is known as
her protégé-turned-bête noire.
Maken had been appointed
president of the Delhi Congress
following the party’s defeat in
the Assembly elections in 2014,
when Dikshit was vanquished
by Aam Aadmi Party convener Arvind Kejriwal.
AICC in-charge of Delhi
Congress, PC Chacko
announced Dikshit’s appointment at a Press conference at
the party headquarters.
The three working presidents who will assist Dikshit
are: . Devendra Yadav, a twotime MLA and AICC secretary,
Rajesh Lilothia, also a two-time
MLA, AICC secretary and
known dalit leader and Haroon
Yusuf, who was a Minister in
the Dikshit Government.
Maken had earlier conveyed to the party leadership,
his inability to continue as the
DPCC chief in view of the serious health issues he is facing.
He is suffering from a spinal
ailment, said sources close to
the Delhi leader.
Despite being perceived as
having worked hard to revive
the party in Delhi, Maken met
with little success electorally.
The party failed to win any of
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eing the last election before the Lok
Sabha polls in Haryana, bypoll in Jind
B
Assembly constituency is heading for a n
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the three municipalities in
Delhi, and could not register a
victory in the by-elections. .
According to sources, he was
not happy with a section of
party leaders who want to
forge an alliance with AAP in
Delhi.
With just months to go for
the general elections, this is
Dikshit’s third major assignment from the party after rul-

ing Delhi for 15 consecutive
years. She served as Governor
Kerala and then Congress had
named her the Chief Ministerial
candidate during the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly polls.
During her three terms, she
became the face of development
of Delhi but the rise of Kejriwal
due to corruption against the
Congress led to her downfall
after 15 years in the saddle.

interesting three-cornered electoral battle with major political parties strategically
fielding their most “popular faces” to
ensure a victory.
The bypoll has the ruling BJP,
Congress, Jannayak Janta Party caught in
an interesting contest after the Congress
fielded sitting MLA Randeep Singh
Surjewala and Jannayak Janta Party fielded debutant Digvijay Chautala, great
grandson of former Deputy Prime
Minister Devi Lal, a day after BJP played
a masterstroke by fielding Krishan
Middha, son of late Indian National Lok
Dal (INLD) MLA Hari Chand Middha
from Jind.
The byelection to Jind assembly seat
was necessitated following the demise of
Hari Chand Middha in August. INLD’s
Hari Chand Middha had represented the
Jind seat for two consecutive terms in
2009 and 2014.
The INLD, which is facing a major
challenge to retain its seat, has fielded
Umed Singh Redu, vice chairman, zila
parishad, Jind.
Interestingly, Umed Singh had earlier filed his nomination as an independent
to contest Jind bypoll.
The candidates of BJP, Congress,
Jannayak Janta Party and INLD filed their
nomination papers on Thursday.
Detailed report on P3

7UXPSZDONVRXWRI0H[LFRZDOOWDONVZDUQVHPHUJHQF\
3T\^RaPcXR[TPSTabaTUdbTc^P[[^RPcTPfW^__X]V
$&QX[[X^]U^a?>CDB´R^]ca^eTabXP[Q^aSTa_[P]
?C8Q F0B78=6C>=

S President Donald Trump
has threatened to impose
U
a national emergency which
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will empower him to go ahead
with his plan to construct a barrier, concrete or steel, along the
southern border with Mexico
to prevent flow of illegal immigrants into the country.
Trump on Wednesday said
imposing a national emergency
is the last option and threatened to use it if the Democrats
do not allocate USD 5.7 billion
funding for his controversial
US-Mexico border wall plan.
Also, Trump walked out of
a meeting with top Democratic
leaders, House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and Senate Minority
Leader Senator Chuck

Schumer over the border wall
plan. He argued that the current situation, wherein people
are entering the country illegally and there is a massive
smuggling of drugs, poses a
national security threat.
“I have the absolute right to
impose national emergency if
I want,” Trump said.
To a question why he did not
declare this option during his
prime-time address to the
nation on Tuesday night from
the Oval Office, the President
said, “Because I think we might
work a deal and, if we don’t, I
may go that (national emergency) route.”
A wall along the USMexico border was one of
Trump’s signature campaign
promises. Trump wants USD

5.7 billion to build the wall,
even though he said repeatedly during his campaign that he
would make Mexico pay for the
structure. The Democrats are
refusing to allocate the money,
arguing that a wall would be
costly and ineffective. Mexico
has rejected Trump’s demand to
pay for the border wall. The
sharp differences between the
Trump administration and the
opposition Democrats over
border security has resulted in
a partial Government shutdown, which entered its
19th day on Wednesday, making it the second-longest in history after the 21-day shutdown in 1995-96.
“My threshold (for declaring a national emergency) will
be if I can’t make a deal with

people that are unreasonable,”
Trump said. Reiterating his
stand after a luncheon meeting
with Republican Congressional
leaders at the Capitol Hill, the
President said, “I may do that
(declare a national emergency).”
Trump is expected to meet
Democratic Congressional
leaders, House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and Senate Minority
Leader Senator Chuck
Schumer soon.
“If they don’t agree that
crime and drugs come through
southern border... If they can’t
get that through and they don’t
agree politically… It is a very
bad issue for the Democrats,”
he told reporters.
Trump alleged that the
Democrats are opposing his
proposal of a border wall
because of political reasons
and with an eye on the 2020
presidential elections.
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unjab would use latest techniques of Brazil to further
improve the breed of Desi
Cows in the State with the setting up of state of the art centre of excellence at a cost of Rs
35 crore in collaboration with
Brazil.
After a bilateral meeting
with a high level delegation
from Brazil, Balbir Singh Sidhu
Animal Husbandry, Fisheries
and Dair y Development
Minister said the idea of this
meeting was to bring about
revolutionary advancement in
the animal husbandry sector
by using new techniques being
adopted in Brazil.
He said that the state government has been fighting
hard to usher in the crop
diversification by encouraging
the farmers to opt for sub-
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sorted semen and imparting
training to the resource-persons on the latest technology
and techniques to further sensitize farmers by them.
Tarcisio da Cruz Mesquita,
Agriculture and Animal
Husbandry Minister, Belem,
State of Para, Brazil said that
the centre of excellence Kalsi,
Uttarakhand
Central
Agriculture University, Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, Motihari the
with have been set-up technical help of experts from
Brazil.
He revealed that Brazil
had imported Indian breed
Cows like Gir, Kankrage, Red
Sindhi and Ongole and the
breeds for further improved in
Brazil and now Gir Cow is
producing 86 liter milk per day,
Kankrage 60 liter per day, Red
Sindhi 50 liter milk in while
Ongole Cow is producing 41

sidiary occupation like animal
husbandry and dairy farming.
He said that the Union
Government is establishing
five centre of excellence in the
country out of which one
would be set-up in the Punjab.
This Centre of Excellence
would be catalyst breed of the
indigenous cows besides facilitating the farmers for the IVF
(In Vitro Fertilization) of their
livestock, production sexed

liter per day which is substantially larger quantity of milk
these cows are producing
India.
Later on, the Brazil delegation also signed a
Memorandum
of
Understanding with Haryana
for assistance in Murrah breed
improvement. A five-member
Brazilian Delegation called
on the Har yana Animal
Husbandry and Dairying
Minister, O.P. Dhankar.
The delegation included
Dr. Jose Ribamar Felipe
Marques, Director, Buffalo
Research and Development,
Embrapa Eastern Amazon,
Dr. Tarisio da Cruz Mesquita,
Minister of Agriculture and
Livestock and Dr. Guilherme
Minssen, Technical Director,
Federation of Agriculture and
Livestock, Belem, State of
Para, Brazil, and Dr. Jose

Otavio Lemos, Animal
S cientist, AB CZ High
Director, Uberaba, Minas
Gerais, Brazil and Venugopal
Badaravada, Brazilian Citizen
cum Member of Central
Advisor y
C ommittee,
Rashtriya Gokul Mission,
Government of India.
Additional
Chief
Secretary, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying Department,
Sunil Gulati said the State is
willing to go for exchange of
semen and can provide good
quality of Murrah semen. He
said that the experts from
Brazil would impart training
to teachers, students and officers of the Department at
Lala Lajpat Rai University of
Veterinar y and Animal
Sciences, Hisar. Initially the
training programme would
be organised for three months,
he added.
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Chief Minister Jai
Ram Thakur on Thursday
Himachal

met top industrialists from
leading industrial houses at
New Delhi to attract investment
in various sectors, including

tourism and hospitality, renewable energy, health care, manufacturing and engineering
goods, education, skill devel-

opment and food processing
etc.
The meeting was facilitated by Confederation of Indian
Industries (CII), the national
partner for the global investor's
meet being held in June, 2019
at Dharamshala.
The Chief Minister
informed the industrialists
about the investor friendly policies of state government. He
said the state has peaceful
atmosphere, good law and
order condition and speedy
approval according mechanism
evolved by the state industries
department.
He welcomed the investors
to the state and assured them of
providing all possible assistance with respect to land availability, good power supply and
speedy approvals. He requested them to send project proposals at the earliest and invited them to attend global
investors meet at Dharamshala
in June, 2019.
Thakur also held discussions with investors regarding
improving and further
strengthening of industrialization in the state.

The Chief Minister also
apprised the investors that the
state is working upon making
new policies to facilitate
investors besides liberalizing
the existing ones.
The investors assured the
Chief Minister that they will
come up with concrete proposals and investable projects
soon. They also gave valuable
inputs during the meeting.
Prominent among those
who met the Chief Minister
were Chairman, Hero
Corporate Services S.K Munjal,
whole time Director, Munjal
Auto Industries Anuj Munjal,
Chairman, JBM group S.K
Arya, Chairman, Radisson
Group K.B Kachru, Chairman,
Hindustan Power Projects Ratul
Puri, Chairman, Pawanhans
ltd. B.P Sharma, Chairperson,
Bird Group Radha Bhatia,
Chairman, Ananda Dairy R.S
Dixit and Director, Indian Sub
Continent India Medtronic pvt.
ltd Amit K Singh.
Chief Secretary B.K
Agarwal and Additional Chief
Secretary, Industries Manoj
Kumar were also present in the
meeting.
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he bypoll in Jind assembly
constituency of Haryana
T
is heading for a high-pitched
three-cornered electoral battle
with major political parties
strategically fielding their most
“popular faces” to ensure a victory.
The much awaited bypoll
has the ruling BJP, Congress,
Jannayak Janta Party caught in
an interesting contest after the
Congress fielded sitting MLA
Randeep Singh Surjewala and
JJP fielded debutant Digvijay
Chautala, great grandson of
former Deputy Prime Minister
Devi Lal, a day after BJP played
a masterstroke by fielding
Krishan Middha, son of late
INLD MLA Hari Chand
Middha from Jind.
The bye-election to Jind
assembly seat was necessitated
following the demise of Hari
Chand Middha in August.
INLD’s Hari Chand Middha
had represented the Jind seat
for two consecutive terms in
2009 and 2014.
The INLD, which is facing
a major challenge to retain its
seat, has fielded Umed Singh
Redu, vice chairman, zila
parishad, Jind. Interestingly,
Umed Singh had earlier filed
his nomination as an independent to contest Jind bypoll.
The candidates of BJP,
Congress, JJP and INLD filed
their nomination papers on
Thursday.
The voting is scheduled to
be held on January 28 in Jind
assembly segment which has
more than 1.7 lakh voters
including over 1.07 lakh urban
voters and nearly 62,500 living
in villages.
The results of bypoll will be
announced on January 31.
Winning the Jind bypoll
has turned into a prestige issue
for all major political parties
with their strong contenders in
the fray, ahead of upcoming
Lok Sabha elections and assembly polls schedule later this year
in Haryana.
After the ruling BJP field-

ed a Punjabi candidate Krishan
Middha hoping that support of
Punjab community and sympathy factor will work in party’s
favour, Congress made a surprising move by picking
Randeep Surjewala, considered as party’s safest and
strongest choice for bypolls.
Former Haryana Minister
Surjewala, who is sitting MLA
from Kaithal had previously
contested assembly elections
from Jind district’s Narwana
assembly
constituency.
Surjewala, a popular Jat leader,
had earlier won on two occasions defeating former Chief
Minister Om Prakash Chautala
from Narwana but had later
shifted his base to Kaithal following Narwana becoming a
reserved constituency.
Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi’s closest aide Randeep
Surjewala is also in-charge,
communications of the party.
A favorable outcome for
Surjewala would further
cement his place as a stalwart
politician in Haryana and
strengthen his position as probable Chief Ministerial candidate for the assembly polls in
the state.
Apart from Surjewala,
another strong contender in the
electoral battle will be Digvijay
Chautala, great grandson of
former Deputy Prime Minister
Devi Lal and grandson of former CM OP Chautala.
Digvijay will contest as an
independent candidate, sup-

ported by the Jannayak Janta
Party, floated by his father
Ajay Chautala and elder brother Hissar MP Dushyant
Chautala.
With fledging outfit JJP yet
to be registered by the Election
Commission, Digvijay, who is
national chief of Indian
National Students Organisation
(INSO), would be making his
political debut as an independent.
The maiden election would
be crucial for Digvijay and his
party JJP for their political

future.
Digvijay, a Jat himself
belonging to an influential
Chautala family is seen as a
strong contender against the
political opponents fielded by
the BJP, Congress and INLD,
the main opposition party in
the state.
For the ruling BJP in
Haryana, its victory in the Jind
bypoll would further boost the
morale of its workers ahead of
general elections 2019 while a
defeat would be a major blow
to the party.
On the other hand, the
Congress, with Surjewala’s candidature, hopes to win the
bypoll to send across a message
that it is on a path of revival in
the state.
In 2014 assembly polls,
INLD’s Hari Chand Middha
had won with 31,631 votes
and defeated BJP candidate
Surinder Barwala with a small
margin 2,257 votes.
In the past, Mange Ram
Gupta of the Congress has
won the seat four times — in
1977, 1991, 2000 and 2005,
Daya Kishan of the Congress
won twice in 1967 and 1968,
Dal Singh of the Congress won

in 1972, Brij Mohan won on
Lok Dal ticket in 1982 and
Haryana Vikas Party symbol in
1996, Parma Nand of the Lok
Dal won in 1987.
According to the political
observers, Middha had managed two consecutive victories
due to voting by Jats, core
supporters of the INLD and the
Punjabi community in the constituency.
“Caste combinations will
play a vital role in centrally
located Jind in JatlandHaryana. The result is going to
set the tone for upcoming Lok
Sabha elections and the assembly elections later this year in
Har yana,” , say political
observers.
They say, “Congress is desperately looking for a victory in
Jind bypolls to send out a message that it is on comeback trail
ahead of Lok Sabha polls while
the BJP would be eyeing a win
from Jind to consolidate its
position in the state.
At present, the BJP has 47
seats in the 90-member
Har yana assembly. The
Congress has 17 seats while
main opposition party INLD
has 19 seats.
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view of the bye-elections to Jind Assembly
the Deputy Commissioner,
IJindnConstituency,
and District Electoral Officer, Amit Khatri
has directed the officers and officials of all
departments to remain present at the headquarters to ensure smooth completion of election process.
He directed that no officer or official
would proceed on leave without approval. If
any officer or official will not comply with
these directions, the Election Commission
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n a relief to former Haryana
Chief Minister and senior
Congress leader Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, the Punjab and
Har yana High Court on
Thursday has restrained the
Haryana Government from
publishing the report of the
Justice Dhingra Commission of
Inquiry into the land scam in
Gurugram.
A division bench of High
Court, which saw the sealed
copy of the report, said that the
Commission’s report could not
be implemented as such.
The High Court has, however, said the government had
enough material to set up the
Commission and there was no
illegality and malafide intention
in the decision.
The bench has referred
the matter to the Chief Justice
of the High Court for further
action.
The
Dhingra
Commission was set up in
2015 to probe grant of licences
for development of commercial
colonies in Gurugram, including those of Robert Vadra and
DLF. The judges of the bench
— Justices Anupinder Singh
Grewal and A K Mittal —
have differed over the issue of
the future of the Commission
and its report.

would be requested to initiate strict action
against the erring official under Section 32 of
the Representation of the People Act, 1950, he
said.
Amit Khatri has also appointed two Duty
Magistrates in Mini Secretariat. District
Development and Panchayat Officer, Rajesh
Koth and Block Development has been appointed Duty Magistrate for old building area of Vita
Booth located at Mini Secretariat and Panchayat
Officer, Narwana, Rajesh Tiwana has been
appointed Duty Magistrate for Mini Secretariat
area located at Gohana road.
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ashing out at Union
Minister and SAD leader
L
Harsimrat Kaur Badal for
questioning his loyalties,
Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on
Thursday said while he was
loyal to both, his state and his
party, the Badal clan, including the union minister,
were devoted only to
themselves.
For Harsimrat and the
rest of the Badals, neither
Punjab and its people nor the
Sikh Panth of whom they
claimed to be the guardians,
were important, as they were
only faithful to their own
personal interests, said the
Chief Minister, lambasting
the Akali leadership for their
repeated tirades of falsehood
and deceit.
Taking Harsimrat headon over her statement, which
he trashed as a pack of lies,
Capt Amarinder Singh said
his loyalty to Punjab was
unquestionable, and he
remained equally loyal to the
Congress, whose government
he was heading in the state.
“But your (Harsimrat’s) loyalty to your party has been
questioned by your own party

members, while that to
Punjab has been rejected by
none other than the people of
Punjab, whose lives you
destroyed mercilessly in the
10-years of SAD-BJP misrule,” he added.
“Little does she realise
that the Akalis are only making a mockery of themselves
with their frustrated attempts
to mislead the people, who
have full faith in the incumbent Congress government
in the state,” said Captain
Amarinder Singh, citing the
series of electoral victories of
his party in Punjab, beginning
with the 2017 Assembly polls.
If the Badals were seriously concerned about protecting the interests of the
Sikh community, they should
speak about the BJP/RSS
workers actually named in the
FIR of the 1984 riots, instead
of fictionalising the Gandhis’
role in the violence, asserted
the Chief Minister.
And instead of playing
games over the Kartarpur
issue, they should pressurise
their ally, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) ruling at the
Centre, to release the necessary funds for the corridor
development without further
delay, he added.
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unjab Minister for Social
Justice, Empowerment
P
and Minorities Sadhu Singh
Dharamsot on Thursday
urged Union Social Justice
and Empowerment Minister
Thaawar Chand Gehlot for
releasing pending funds of Rs.
1286 crore under Post Matric
Scholarship Scheme for SC
students without delay.
He said a large number of
students in Punjab were facing grave problems in getting
admissions in educational
institutes due to delay on
part of central government in
releasing its share under this
scheme.

6HHNVUHOHDVHRICFURUH

During a meeting with
Gehlot, the Punjab Minister
said that center has already
delayed in releasing its share
of funds to the tune of Rs.
1286 Crore under Post
S cholarship S cheme to
Punjab.
Out of these total pending
funds Rs. 719 Crore were of
financial year 2016-17 and Rs.
567Crore were of financial
year 2017-18 and due to delay
in releasing these funds a
large number of students
belonging to the economically weaker sections were facing
difficulties in getting admissions in educational insti-

tutes.
He said he had urged
Gehlot for releasing these
funds as early as possible so
that problems of the students
can be solved on priority. We
have already provided the
Utility Certificates ( UCs) of
Rs. 327 Crore funds which
were earlier released by the
center to Punjab, added
Dharamsot.
Later, talking to reporters
after the meeting, Dharamsot
said that the Union Minister
has assured that the pending
funds would be released in
the coming month of
February.

Security blanket has been
has been thrown in in
Haryana and parts of Punjab
in the wake of Special CBI
court in Panchkula's likely
verdict on Friday in the journalist murder case in which
jailed Dera Sacha Sauda Chief
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh is
an accused.
Elaborate
security
arrangements have been made
in Haryana especially in
Panchkula, Sirsa (headquarter
of Dera) and Rohtak districts
with several companies of the
state armed police, anti-riot
police and commando force
being deployed to deal with
any law and order situation.
Security has been
enhanced in Haryana, said
Haryana ADGP (Law and
Order) Muhammad Akil.
Directions have been issued to
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police in all the districts not
to allow any unnecessary
gathering and maintain extra
vigil, said police official
adding that police nakas have
also been laid at several places.
Additional police force
has also been deployed near
the headquarters of Dera
Sacha Sauda in Sirsa in
Haryana, police said.
Violence had erupted in
Panchkula and Sirsa in
Haryana in August 2017 following the conviction of Dera
sect head Gurmeet Ram

Rahim Singh, leaving over 40
persons dead and scores of
people injured.
The 51-year-old sect head
is currently serving a 20-year
prison term in Rohtak's
Sunaria jail for raping two of
his women followers.
In Punjab where there are
sizeable numbers of Dera followers, elaborate security
arrangements have been made
in Bathinda and Ferozepur
ranges.
have made elaborate
security arrangements in

Bathinda range, said Punjab
Inspector General (Bathinda
Range) M F Farooqui said.
Around 2,000 security personnel have been deployed in
Bathinda range, he further
said.
In Ferozepur range as
well, security has been tightened by Punjab police, police
said. Police have been keeping a close watch in sensitive
areas like Faridkot, Moga,
Baghapurana,
Jaitu,
Kotkapura, police said. 10
companies of Punjab police
have been deployed in
Ferozepur range, said Punjab
IG M S Chhina.
The verdict in 2002 murder of journalist Ram Chander
Chhattrapati is likely to come
on January 11.
On Tuesday, the special
CBI court in Panchkula had
accepted the state's plea and
allowed presence of Gurmeet

Ram Rahim Singh through
video conferencing for a
January 11 hearing in the
murder case of a journalist.
Gurmeet Ram Rahim will
appear through video conferencing for the hearing in journalist
R amchandra
Chhatrapati's murder case on
Friday, when the court is likely to pronounce its verdict.
He has been named as the
main conspirator in the case
which dates back to 2002.
Chhatrapati was shot at in
October 2002 after his newspaper, 'Poora Sach', published
an anonymous letter narrating
how women were being sexually exploited by Gurmeet
Ram Rahim at the Dera headquarters in Sirsa.
The journalist later succumbed to injuries and a case
was registered in 2003. The
case was handed over to the
CBI in 2006.
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New Delhi: Union Women and Child Development Minister
Maneka Gandhi has written to Uttarakhand Minister of Animal
Husbandry Rekha Arya seeking removal of senior veterinarian Aditi Sharma following reports that an elephant was subjected to black magic and severe torture.
"Since November, this tusker has been severely abused and
beaten up, starved, drugged and experimented upon by Dr Aditi
Sharma. Aditi has now imprisoned and is torturing the elephant and is involved with some very questionable 'pujari' to
do some tricks on the elephant," she wrote in the letter
addressed to Rekha Arya, a copy of which IANS has viewed.
The minister also wrote that Sharma has failed to emulate
progressive steps towards rescue and rehabilitation taken by
other vets posted in national parks in other states.
"Most cruel methods of torture of elephants are being
imported into Uttarakhand by Dr Aditi to misuse the public
funds available to her for wild life conservation. Such practices have empirically increased conflict and the number of
human casualties in states like Kerala and Assam," Gandhi stated.
The WCD Minister also mentioned that Sharma has
attempted to tranquilize and relocate the tigers in the Rajaji
park without any provocation or conflict from the species.
"Dr Aditi's 5 years on deputation are now over. I request
you to please recall her and send some other capable vet who
can add value to the conservation of wildlife. Dr Aditi's conduct and skill may be re-evaluated before any critical posting
is entrusted to her," she added.
IANS
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nder Direct Benefit
Transfer system in
U
Haryana, a total of 15,278
farmers against a target of
25,000 beneficiaries have
availed the benefit under
Mission for Integrated
Development of Horticulture
(MIDH) scheme.
This was informed in a
meeting of State Level
Executive Committee of
Haryana State Horticulture
Development Agency held
under the chairmanship of
Additional Chief Secretary,
Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare Department, Navraj
Sandhu, here on Thursday.
Sandhu reviewed the component-wise progress with utilization of funds and appreciated the efforts of officers and
officials of State Horticulture
Mission.
She directed to give wide
publicity to various programmes run by government
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_[P]cX]VX]UaPbcadRcdaT
STeT[^_\T]cP]S8]cTVaPcTS?^bc
7PaeTbc<P]PVT\T]cfXcWcWT
bdQbXSh^UC #$Rad]STa<837

under Horticulture Mission
through various news papers
and other means to make the
farmers and stakeholders aware
about subsidy programmes of
the government.
The committee approved a
total of 56 project proposals of
mushroom cultivation, banana
ripening chamber, roof top
solar, cold storages, refrigerated van, planting infrastructure development and
Integrated Post Har vest
Management with the subsidy
of Rs 14.50 crore under MIDH.
The objective of setting up
of these projects is to promote
horticulture by doubling
farmer income in the state
with focus on post harvest
management, marketing infrastructure development and
mushroom cultivation.
Mission Director, State
Horticulture Mission, BS
Sehrawat informed that
Government of India has
approved AAP 2018-19 for an
amount of Rs 183.33 crore
under MIDH scheme.
He said that first installment amounting Rs 50 crore
has been released by
Government of India. Funds
amounting Rs 79.52 crore were
available during the financial
year 2018-19 (including balance of 2017-18). Till date Rs
77.73 crore was utilized which
is 97.69 per cent of funds available, he added.
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s situation in strife torn
Jammu & Kashmir is slowly improving over the past few
months, Pakistan will adopt
new tactics of sending in more
infiltrators from across the
Line of Control (LoC) to keep
the State “boiling”, Army Chief
General Bipin Rawat said on
Thursday.
He also said while the new
regime under Prime Minister
Imran Khan is “vocally” talking
of peace with India, the situation
on the LoC, hinterland and propaganda from across the border
for radicalisation of youth in the
State tells a different story.
Sounding this note of caution, Rawat said the rate of
recruitment of local youth in
the militant outfits had slowed
down in the last four to five
months with just three in
December last year thereby
indicating that the general
Kashmiri populace was now
realising the futility of violence.
Given this fact, the Army Chief,
said, however, with more than
300 terrorists waiting across the

border to sneak in, the “western” neighbour will try to send
infiltrators even during the
winter months when snow
blocks ingress routes.
When asked about his
comments on IAS topper Shah
Faesal of Kashmir quitting the
service on Wednesday, the
Army Chief said it has to be
seen if the topper, who achieved
all success in the present system,
resigned to protest against the
number of terrorist killed during encounters or number of
local youth picking up gun for
the so-called cause. Rawat wondered if Faesal will reach out to
the misguided youth to come
back into the mainstream and
appeal to the youth not to fall
prey to radicalisation.
Faesal was the first
Kashmiri who topped the coveted IAS examination about ten
years back. He quit service to
protest against “unabated
killings in Kashmir and marginalisation of Indian Muslims.”
He also wrote on his Facebook
“I wish to remind the regime
that subversion of institutions
like the RBI, CBI and NIA has
the potential to decimate the
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constitutional edifice of this
country and it needs to be
stopped.”
On present Kashmir situation, the Army Chief said security forces and Government
had adopted twin strategy of
“hard power and soft power.”
Admitting that earlier even as
many terrorists were killed,
there was no drop in the number of new recruits, Rawat said
it was due to propaganda and
fervour during the funeral of
the slain terrorists.
In an effort to wean away
the gullible minds from jumping the fence after attending
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iting the passage of Quota
Bill for the people from
C
economically weaker sections
as “special achievement”,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar said on
Thursday the productivity of
the Lok Sabha was about 47 per
cent and Rajya Sabha 27 per
cent in the just-concluded
Winter Session of Parliament.
According to data collated
by think-tank PRS Legislative
Research, productivity of
Parliament during the session
was the “third lowest” in the
16th Lok Sabha. The
Controversial Citizenship and
triple talaq (instant divorce)
bills could not get passed in the
Rajya Sabha after approved by

the Lok Sabha. An ordinance
could again be pronounced by
the Government in reference to
the triple talaq.
“Special achievement of this
session of Parliament was that
both houses passed the 124th
Constitutional Amendment Bill
that seeks to provide 10 per cent
reservation people from economic weaker sections.
“It has been a historical
achievement. This was an aspiration of crores of underprivileged Indian citizens,” he said
while addressing a press conference in Parliament.
As about the pending bills
in Rajya Sabha, Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs
Vijay Goel said the government
is committed to the passage of
the triple talaq bill and the

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill.
Goyal said the message of
the bills was clear that
Government wants “Sabka Saath,
Sabka vikas.” The Lok Sabha,
which provided 17 sittings
spread over a period of 29 days,
was adjourned sine die on
Tuesday, while the RS, which
provided 18 sittings over a period of 30 days, was adjourned sine
die on Wednesday.
“The productivity of the
Lok Sabha was about 47 per cent
and that of the Rajya Sabha was
about 27 per cent,” Tomar said.
During the session, 17 bills —
12 in Lok Sabha and five in
Rajya Sabha — were introduced. Five bills were passed by
both Houses of Parliament and
four pending bills were withdrawn in the Rajya Sabha.

such funerals, the agencies
started restricting the number
of people attending such occasions and it was now bearing
results, he said. Moreover, the
agencies were now approaching
parents of those youth picking
up the gun so that they could
pressurise their wards to return
to the mainstream and this was
also bearing some results,
Rawat said. Giving an example,
in December last year only
three young men joined militancy as against the earlier
trend of ten to 15 per month,
Rawat said the local population
was realising once a youth
picks up gun he will be finally
neutralised.

0a\hRWXTU>:´bcP[ZfXcWCP[XQP]
Qdc]^cfXcW\X[XcP]cbX]EP[[Th
New Delhi: Favouring talks
with the Taliban as India has
interests in Afghanistan, the
Army Chief, however, ruled out
applying the same strategy in
Jammu & Kashmir.
Several political parties had
said if the Indian Government
was willing to engage the
Taliban then they should do so
with separatists and other
organisations in Jammu &
Kashmir to bring peace after
the Army chief in a conclave on
Wednesday said India
should talk with the Taliban as
many other countries were
also doing so.
Reiterating his opinion on
Thursday, Rawat said the
Indian Government was
willing to talk ever y
section in Kashmir after they
shun violence.
However, it was not happening, he said. Similarly,
Kashmir is a issue between
India and Pakistan and New

Delhi is willing to come to the
negotiation table but talks and
terror cannot go together, the
Army Chief said.
On Afghanistan, Rawat
said since India has interests
there and since many countries
are already talking to the
Taliban, “We cannot out of the
bandwagon.”
He also said India has to be
involved directly or indirectly
in talks though it should not
take the lead adding “we should
not be left out.”
“Unless you are not sitting
on that table you will not know
what is discussed. Because a lot
of this is discussed in closed
doors. That’s why we are saying sit on the high table, and see
how it suits you. We
have our issues. I think we need
to take our call on our own
terms but unless you are sitting
on the high table how do
you know what is happening,’”
he said.

0]fPa8QaPWX\\TTcb?<<^SX
gratulated Anwar on his
New Delhi: Malaysia’s rulrecent election as presiing party leader Anwar
dent of the PKR Party.
Ibrahim on Thursday called
Modi fondly recalled
on Prime Minister
their last meeting in
Narendra Modi and disMalaysia in May 2018
cussed bilateral, regional
and conveyed his regards
and global issues of mututo Prime Minister
al interest.
Mahathir Mohamad.
Anwar, a member of
The two leaders disthe Malaysian Parliament
cussed bilateral, regional
and the leader of the Parti
and global matters of
Keadilan Rakyar Party, is in
mutual interest, the statethe national Capital to parment said. Anwar served
ticipate in the ‘Raisina
as the Deputy Prime
Dialogue’, considered ?aX\T<X]XbcTa=PaT]SaP<^SXbWPZTbWP]SbfXcW
India’s flagship annual <T\QTa^UcWT<P[PhbXP]?Pa[XP\T]c3PcdZBTaX0]fPa Minister of Malaysia from
geopolitical and geo-strate- 8QaPWX\X]=Tf3T[WX^]CWdabSPh
?C8 1993-1998 and as the
Finance Minister from
gic conference.
Anwar was accompanied Santhara Kumar Ramanaidu, 1991-1998 when he was a
by two other members of the the Ministry of External Affairs member of the UMNO, a major
party in the ruling Barisan
Malaysian Parliament — said in a statement.
PTI
Kesavan Subramanian and
Prime Minister Modi con- Nasional coalition.
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n estimated 12,000 deleA
gates are expected to attend
the two-day National Council
of the BJP, beginning here on
Friday that would showcase the
Modi-Government’s pro-poor
programmes during its tenure
and work out the election campaign agenda for the Lok Sabha
polls. It would be a two-day
open session.
It would be one of the
largest BJP gatherings in the
recent times and would be
attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, party president Amit Shah, all the party
State heads, BJP Chief
Ministers, MPs, MLAs and
other council delegates.
Council is the highest policy
making body of the BJP.
The Narendra Modi
Government’s outreach to different sections of society is likely to be a key theme for the
council meeting which would
commence with the address of
Shah on Friday and conclude
on Saturday with the Prime
Minister’s speech. The Lok
Sabha poll which is only few
months away and expected to
be a tough contest given BJP’s
electoral reverses in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, would be the
main focus of the council meet.
The passage of the bill
providing 10 per cent reservation in jobs and education for
economically weaker sections
in the general category has
raised the upper caste reach of
the BJP across the country. The
move may also push reverse
consolidation for the regional
caste-based political parties,
particularly in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar.
The BJP feels the bill,
which will come into force
after getting the President’s
nod — a mere formality — will
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consolidate its core vote of
upper castes in the Hindispeaking states and also
strengthen its appeal among
political significant communities like Jats, Patidars and
Marathas, among others.
A section of the party
believes that anger among
upper castes played a role in its
loss in the recent State polls.
Party sources said the
Modi Government’s measures,
like granting constitutional status to the OBC Commission
and strengthening the law on
atrocities against Dalits and
tribals, are likely to be highlighted and projected as part of
its “social justice” project.
Shah has often asserted
that the BJP will win more seats
than the 2014 polls, when it
had won its first ever majority
by bagging 282 of the 543 Lok
Sabha seats.
But BJP’s rivals believe that
the party is facing a resurgent
Congress in several states while
the expected alliance of the
Samajwadi Party and the BSP
will dent its prospects in Uttar
Pradesh, making the likelihood of its repeat of 2014 feat
challenging.

42_P]T[baT_^ac^]b^RXP[\TSXP_^[[bbdQ\XccTS 2XcZ>Z_deRcedZ_eVcDeReV^R_UZeYc`fXYV?2>
?=BQ =4F34;78

I

n a move to maintain campaign silence during last 48
hours before the conclusion of
polling in the light of the
increasing influence of digital
and social media, a high-level
committee set up by the
Election Committee (EC) on
Thursday submitted report to
it. The committee headed by
deputy election commissioner
Umesh Sinha suggested modifications and changes in the
provisions of the Section 126
and other sections of the
Representation of the People
Act 1951, provisions of Model
Code of Conduct.
Sources said the recommendations made by the
Committee, when implemented (after adoption by the EC
with necessary modification or
additions), will help in minimising the possible interference

of activities which aim at indirectly influencing voters during
the valuable silence period of 48
hours provided to them.
The Committee had
detailed consultations with all
major stakeholders including
various political parties, nominees/ representatives of the
Press Council of India (PCI), the
News Broadcasters Association
(NBA), the Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI),
the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, the Ministry
of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) as well as
representatives of several intermediaries and technology companies including Facebook,
WhatsApp, YouTube, Twitter,
and Google. The Committee
also had several rounds of discussions and consultations with
the legal and other divisions
within the ECI.
The committee has exam-

ined the present provisions of
the Section 126 and other related
Sections
of
the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951 and identify difficulties/critical gaps to regulate
the violation of the said provisions of the act, particularly
during the prohibitory period
of 48 hours before the com-

pletion of the poll, mentioned
in section 126 and suggest
necessary amendment/modification. The committee has also
Impact of new media platforms and social media during
the prohibitory period of 48
hours before the close of poll
and its implication in view of
the provisions of section 126.

Dg_TQi]UUd_V35?cd_bUfYUg
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New Delhi: The EC is holding a two-day meet of Chief Electoral
Officers (CEOs) on January 11 and 12 to review preparedness for
Lok Sabha polls, due for later this year. During the conference,
the commission will discuss key issues related to poll preparedness such as updating of electoral rolls, functioning of ERO Net,
polling station arrangements and EVM-VVPAT, a statement said.
Apart from reviewing poll preparedness, the commission will also
discuss the takeaways and learnings from the recent Assembly
elections in Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, Rajasthan
and Telangana. During the conference, the CEOs will make their
comprehensive presentations of their poll preparedness on all
important parameters.
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he Agriculture Ministry has
started inter-State mandi
T
(Agriculture Produce Market
Committee (APMC) trade
through the electronic National
Agriculture Market (e-NAM) to
boost farmers income and their
produce. The very first interstate transaction in tomatoes
has been carried out between
trader of Bareilly e-NAM
APMC of Uttar Pradesh and
farmer of Haldwani e-NAM
APMC of Uttarakhand.
The inter -state transactions in potatoes, brinjal and
cauliflower have been carried
out between the e-NAM mandis of Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh. In all the cases, e-payments have been made through
e-NAM portal. This will helps
farmers get better market
access, more buyers and traders
to realise better prices for their
produce. Farmers can access

the information on e-NAM
easily through their mobile
phone from anywhere. This
online trading platform aims at
reducing transaction costs,
bridging information asymmetry and helps in expanding
the market access for farmers.
Earlier trade used to happen
either within the APMC or
between two APMCs situated
within same State.
The ministry has integrated 585 wholesale regulated
markets/ (APMC) markets in
16 States and 2 Union
Territories (UTs), who have
carried out requisite reforms in
their State APMC. Currently,
seven States - Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Uttarakhand are working on the modalities
to establish interstate trade.
Trade in 585 mandis is
currently happening on the
electronic network, which helps

discover price real time in a
transparent manner. The
Government aims at integrating
200 mandis this year and another 215 next year with the eNAM platform. There are about
2,700 APMC mandis and 4,000
sub-market yards in India.
Founded in April 2016,
eNAM is a virtual marketplace with a physical market
(mandi) at the backend, networking
the
existing
APMC/mandis to create a unified national market for agricultural commodities for panIndia electronic trading.
Mandis handle huge volumes

of farm produce. eNAM provides quick quality assaying
solutions (preferably within a
minute/parameter) to promote
online trading.
Amid thousands of farmers committing suicide every
passing year and with the
numbers increasing, self-sufficiency in agriculture has been
the top priority for the Indian
agriculture ministry. eNAM is
seen as an important step to
transform the existing informal
agricultural infrastructure into
a more formal and transparent
one. It is also viewed as a way
to create agripreneurs out of
farmers who could also market
their produce smartly.
India ranks second in the
world in farm output. However,
despite the fact that over 55 per
cent of the Indian population
is dependent on farming, agriculture and allied sectors
account for only 17.9 per cent
of the country’s GDP.
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New Delhi/Mumbai: Major
Bollywood stars such as
Ranveer Singh, Ranbir Kapoor,
Alia Bhatt and Varun Dhawan
landed in the Capital on
Thursday for a meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The meeting comes weeks
after the PM met Bollywood
producers and discussed issues
faced by the industry, which led
to the reduction in GST on film
tickets by the Government.
“There is a meeting happening with PM today with

people from the film industry,
including actors,” sources close
to the development told PTI.
The insider, however, did
not disclose the agenda of the
meeting. The delegation, which
is a mix of directors and actors,
has been organised by filmmaker Karan Johar, the source
added. The line-up from
Bollywood also includes directors Rohit Shetty and Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwari, producers Ekta
Kapoor and Mahaveer Jain,
actors Rajkummar Rao, Vicky

Kaushal,
Ayushmann
Khurrana, Bhumi Pednekar
and Sidharth Malhotra.
After December 19 meeting
with PM drew flak on social
media for not having any female
representation on panel, inclusion of names such as Alia and
Bhumi is a step up. Actors-producers Ajay Devgn, Akshay
Kumar, Karan Johar, Sidharth
Roy Kapur, Ritesh Sidhwani
and others were censured by
internet users for not, including
any women in the panel. PTI

fter missing several deadlines, much-awaited Rs
300-crore National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP) was finally unveiled on Thursday focusing on 102 cities beginning
with “modest target” of reduction of 20 to 30 per cent in particulate matter (PM) by 2024
with 2017 as the base year.
The 102 cities under
NCAP
that
include
Chandigarh, nine cities from
Punjab, Delhi, seven from
Himachal Pradesh, two from
Jammu & Kashmir and two
from Uttarakhand are those
which did not meet the annual national standards of clean
air from 2011 to 2015.
Taking into account the
available international experiences and national studies, the
tentative national level target of
20 per cent to 30 per cent
reduction of PM2.5 and PM10
concentration by 2024 is proposed under the NCAP taking
2017 as the base year for the
comparison of concentration,
said Union Environment
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan
after the release of the plan at
an event here.
“Overall objective of the
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NCAP is comprehensive mitigation actions for prevention,
control and abatement of air
pollution besides augmenting
the air quality monitoring network across the country and
strengthening the awareness
and capacity building activities,” the Minister added.
The NCAP, a nation-wide
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pollution abatement step, will
focus on 102 polluted cities
with a budget of Rs 300 crore
for financial years 2018-19 and
2019-20 — about Rs 2.9 crore
per city.
Under the programme, the
Government will set up a
national inventory, issue guidelines for indoor air pollution,

expand air quality monitoring
network in cities and in rural
areas and conduct air pollution
health impact studies.
CK Mishra, Union
Environment Secretary added,
“Our plans to combat air pollution have been NCR-centric
so far, but with launch of the
NCAP we have tried to reach

out to different parts of the
country.”
CEO NITI Aayog ,
Amitabh Kant termed the
NCAP as ‘a path breaking initiative’ and one of the most critical and most significant programme as it addresses one of
the most alarming challenges of
urbanisation i.e. air pollution.
“Today cities occupy just 3
per cent of the land, but contribute to 82 per cent of GDP
and responsible for 78 per cent
of Carbon dioxide emissions;
cities though are engines of
growth and equity but they
have to be sustainable and it is
in this context that NCAP being
a very inclusive program holds
special relevance,” Kant said.
However, green activists
like Sunil Dahiya, senior campaigner with Greenpeace India
expressed doubt on its success,
saying that the “NCAP is not
backed with a strong legal
mandate and clear accountabilities, implementing it
on the ground will be a big
challenge”.
Nevertheless, the NGO
added that, considering the
level of India’s air quality, the
fact that our country now has
an action plan to combat air
pollution is worth celebrating.
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t least two Indian soldiers,
including a senior Army
officer received injuries in fresh
incident of ceasefire violation
along the Line of Control in
Manjakote sector of Rajouri on
Thursday.
In response, the Indian
Army retaliated strongly and
gave a befitting reply to the
Pakistan Army.
Defence spokesman in
Jammu confirmed, another
incident of ceasefire violation
was reported in the forward
areas of Manjakote in Rajouri
on Thursday.
Official sources claimed,
two soldiers, injured in the
cross border firing were safely
evacuated to a nearby hospital
where they are undergoing
treatment. “Their condition
was stated to be stable till the
time of filing the report", official sources said.
For last couple of days
Pakistan army is indulging in
blatant ceasefire violations in
the region and provoking
strong retaliation.
Large number of border
residents in frontier districts of
Rajouri and Poonch, living in
the direct line of enemy fire,
have been adversely affected by
the random incidents of firing.
The border residents have
been regularly pleading before
the Governors' administration
to expedite construction of
bunkers in the forward villages
to ensure their safety.
Issue of absence of ambulances in the worst affected
areas has been raised by the
local residents but so far adequate measures have not been

taken in some of the forward
areas witnessing heavy
exchange of cross border
shelling.

Local reports claimed,
Pakistan army on the other side
of the line of control has been
initiating ceasefire violations

with a view to facilitate infiltrators to cross and give them
cover to cross across the line of
control.

Chennai: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday that the BJP is open
to alliances and cherished its
old friends, in a hint that it was
looking to strengthen the NDA
in Tamil Nadu ahead the Lok
Sabha elections.
Slamming Congress for its
"arrogance" and slighting
regional parties, Modi said
that the party was haughty
enough to say that they would
spring a "surprise" despite having none to rub shoulders with
in Uttar Pradesh.
In an interaction with party
booth-level workers from five
districts in Tamil Nadu through
video conferencing, he recalled
the "successful coalition politics" ushered in by former
Prime Minister, the late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee in the 1990s

and said the BJP's doors were
"always open".
"...20 years ago the visionary leader Atal ji brought in a
new culture in Indian politics,
that of successful coalition politics.
He gave utmost importance to regional aspirations...
BJP has followed the way Atal
ji has shown us," Modi said.
The Prime Minister, in the
fourth interaction with party
workers in the state, was
responding to questions from
a worker on whether the BJP
would ally with AIADMK,
DMK or Tamil superstar
Rajinikanth, who is yet to form
his political party.
The BJP had fought the
2014 Lok Sabha elections in
Tamil Nadu leading a six-party
alliance comprising smaller

parties, including the DMDK,
the PMK and Vaiko-led
MDMK, and won two of the 39
seats — one each by the saffron
party and PMK.
However, all five parties
snapped ties with the BJP later.
The Prime Minister said a
strong NDA was "an article of
faith for us".
"It is not a compulsion.
Even when the BJP won a
strong majority on its own, we
preferred to run the government with our allies. We cherish our old friends and our
doors are always open for parties," Modi said.
However, Congress had
"ill-treated" regional parties, he
said, adding "What Atal ji did
was in direct contrast to the
Congress which has never cared
for regional aspirations. PTI
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Srinagar: The Army has a range
of options to exercise against the
continued infiltration from
across the Line of Control (LoC)
in Jammu & Kashmir to give a
befitting reply to Pakistan, a top
Army commander said on
Thursday.
"It (infiltration) has carried on… We have a range of
options that are available to the
Indian Army and depending on
the situation and depending on
what is the effect that we desire,
we decide on whatever option
has to be exercised," Army
commander,
Northern
Command, Lt Gen Ranbir

Singh told reporters at Gulmarg
— 55 kms from here.
Lt Gen Singh was talking to
the media after inaugurating the
Gulmarg Winter Youth Festival
at the famous ski-resort in
north Kashmir's Baramulla district.
He said ceasefire violations
on the LoC was a ploy by the
Pakistani army to push the
infiltrators into Indian territory. "As far as the ceasefire violations are concerned, they have
continued on the LoC, but it is
essentially the adversary, the
Pakistani army, on the other side
of the LoC initiating ceasefire

violations with a view to facilitate the infiltrators and give
them cover to cross over the
Indian side," he said.
The Army commander,
however, said the Pakistani
army is given a befitting
response whenever a ceasefire
violation takes place. "Our strategy is very clear. Whenever any
ceasefire violations are carried
out by the Pakistan army, they
are given a befitting response
and it is to the credit of all the
troops deployed on the LoC that
we have been able to keep the
enemy under tremendous pressure," he said.
PTI
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Guwahati: After making the
issue of illegal infiltration a
major poll plank in the 2014 Lok
Sabha and 2016 Assembly elections in Assam, the ruling BJP
on Thursday claimed no
Bangladeshi national has illegally
entered into India in the last 10
years.
BJP spokespersons claimed
at a press conference here that
the controversial Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill will not bring
in any new foreigner into India.
"No infiltration is happening at this moment.
Illegal migration happened
only earlier.
"We can say that in the last
10 years, no infiltration took
place from Bangladesh,"
BJP spokesperson Swapnanil
Barua said.
Bangladeshis are not
migrating to India because of
economic reasons as they now
go to Europe, Gulf or other
developed regions, he said.
"In Europe or Gulf, they get
a minimum wage of around
C3,000 per day. In India, they
can earn a maximum of C1,000.
So, why should they come
here," he asked.
Another spokesperson
Mominul Awal said that the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill,
if passed, will not bring any new
Hindu Bangladeshi into India.
PTI

Chennai: In a stinging counterattack on the Rafale issue, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday accused the Congress
of stalling defence procurement
if there was “no deal” for it.
He also said the alleged
middleman Christian Michel
was close to the Congress first
family and the people deserved
to know the role played by him
in the 10-year delay over the
Rafale deal during UPA regime.
Interacting with booth level
BJP workers of Tamil Nadu
through video-conferencing, he
said many people think that the
biggest failure of Congress was
mismanagement of the economy and corruption.
"But they did deep damage
to our armed forces. Not many
know how much damage
Congress culture did to our
defence sector for decades. They
had made the defence sector a
den of Bofors and brokers and
middlemen.
"In their government, procurement would only happen if
there was a deal. If there was no
deal their approach was to simply stop buying anything for the
armed forces," Modi said in
response to a question.
Recalling Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman's statement
during the debate in Lok Sabha
over the Rafale issue, Modi
said when India's neighbours

were strengthening their forces
with fourth and fifth generation
fighters, the then Congress
Government stalled defence
procurement.
Recently, between 2004-15,
one of India's neighbours added
400 aircraft while another doubled the air force fleet strength
with many of these being fourth
and fifth generation fighters, he
said.
"What was the Congress
Government doing at that time?
It stalled Defence procurement
for want of its deal while our
neighbours increased capacity.
Congress actually decreased
ours. Such huge damage to the
defence forces, all for the sake
of a deal," Modi alleged.
Referring to negotiations to
purchase 126 Rafale fighter jets
during the UPA regime, Modi
claimed Michel, being probed
over the AugustaWestland
chopper deal, had access to
inside information like the timing of a Cabinet meet on security and a Government file on
a related matter.
PTI
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n internal survey of the
Bharatiya Janata Party has
A
shown that majority of party
MPs from Uttar Pradesh have
failed to live up to the expectations of the people and at
least 57 of them may be denied
ticket in the coming Lok Sabha
elections.
This has been categorically conveyed to the party leaders of UP by BJP national president Amit Shah in a meeting
held in New Delhi on
Wednesday. The meeting was
called to evaluate party’s position in UP.
The internal survey was
carried out by a private USbased research institute which
interviewed people in 822
blocks spread over 8,135 nyaya
panchayats.
“The bottom line of the
survey is that majority of the
MPs have failed to deliver and
they might be denied ticket in
the coming Lok Sabha elections,” a senior BJP leader told
‘The Pioneer’ here on Thursday.
It is believed that axe might
fall n 57 sitting MPs.
BJP had won 71 Lok Sabha
seats out of 80 in UP on its own
in the 2014 parliamentary elections but it lost three seats in
the Lok Sabha bye-elections,
including Gorakhpur and
Phulpur. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and his deputy
Keshav Prasad Maurya had
won from Gorakhpur and
Phulpur, respectively, in 2014
and had vacated the seats after
they joined the UP Cabinet.
A senior BJP leader said
that the survey was holistic and
included “voices” from over
97,000 villages across the state.
“The basic finding of this
study was that majority of the
MPs have failed to connect
with the masses. Selection of
beneficiaries of various welfare
schemes was left to administration and these MPs never
tried to meet the people and
make an attempt to tell them
that whatever benefits they
were getting was because of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath,” the leader said.
The BJP has launched a
series of campaigns to educate
people about the welfare
schemes that the Government
has launched. It has repeatedly asked its leaders and
elected representatives to
meet the beneficiaries of these
schemes.
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Chennai: A Government
AIDS control body in Tamil
Nadu will propose that all
future blood donors in the
State record their biometric
details so that issues related to
fake credentials are addressed
and timely medical care could
be provided if they test HIV
positive during the screening
process.
The proposal by the
Tamil Nadu State AIDS
Control Society (TANSACS)
comes close on the heels of
a pregnant woman being
transfused with HIV infected blood donated by a youth
in Sivakasi Government
blood bank, which led to an
outrage and raised questions
over the present screening
process.
The move is also aimed at
ensuring timely initiation of
antiretroviral therapy to
donors who test positive for
HIV when the blood is

screened after donation at
banks.
As many as 23 donors
tested positive for HIV during 2015-18 but could not be
informed of their status for a
variety of reasons.
"We are going to propose
to the Government to have a
programme to capture the
biometrics of blood donors,"
Project Director, TANSACS,
Dr K Senthil Raj told PTI.
Of the 23 donors, some
were untraceable, a section of
them did not cooperate and
others had provided fake
identity and false contact
details, he said.
"In such cases, biometrics will help identify and
bring them into the system
by doing a test to confirm
the presence of the virus
through informed consent,"
he said.
After the test, if the
results were positive again,

counselling and later ART
could be initiated. "Timely
initiation of ART and strict
adherence to the regimen is
key to tackling HIV.
Biometrics will not only help
initiation of ART at the right
time but will offer additional help to avoid transfusion of
infected blood," he pointed
out.
Some infected men
donate blood under peer
pressure just to avoid disclosure of their HIV+ status
and hence provide false
details during blood donation, he pointed out. "While
some of them later inform us
discreetly to not use their
blood, others don't."
"HIV is only an infection
and there is nothing to be
ashamed of it. Unfortunately,
since a section of society still
cling to the stigma some tend
to hide their positive status,"
he said.
PTI
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engal will not be a part of
Central initiatives like
Ayushman Bharat as they were
being used as propaganda tool
by the BJP, State Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Thursday
said.
Coming down heavily on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for doing “dirty politics”,
Mamata said her State would
“not contribute 40 per cent of
the funds for the Ayushman
Bharat. I withdraw from it.
From now, they will have to pay
the full amount and run the
scheme.”
Addressing a huge audience at Nadia, Mamata asked,
“Why should we contribute to
the (Ayushman Bharat) scheme
if the Prime Minister’s image
affixed is on the letterhead
along with the picture of lotus
(the BJP’s party symbol) instead
of India’s national insignia,”
alleging
the
Central
Government was running the
BJP’s campaign with the people’s money and the money sent
in by the federal States.

“We withdraw from the
Ayushman Bharat. Let them
now fund the scheme and
carry it forward. We have our
own similar schemes and handle that in more successful
manner,” Banerjee said adding
Bengal had a better option in
Arogyashri.
Incidentally, the Bengal
Government had already
earned international accolades
for bringing social welfare
schemes like Kanyashree,
Rupashree, Sabuj Saathi all
brain child of the Chief
Minister.
Bengal was also likely to
withdraw from crop insurance,
Prime Minister rural road
schemes etc, sources later said.

Referring to the Central
health insurance and other
schemes Banerjee said, “they
are claiming to be implementing programmes out of the
Centre’s but in fact they are
doing so with the fund generated by the States. This is a
fraud done on the people of
India.”
Wondering why the Centre
would take away income tax
collected from the people she
demanded “our own share of
income tax that you take away
from the people of this State.”
Attacking the Prime
Minister further for “misleading the people” by implementing the 10 percent job quota for
the economically backward
people from the upper caste
segment of the society, Banerjee
said they not only misled the
people but also “ruined the
future of the farmers’ and
workers’ children,” adding
“Prime Minister is doing dirty
politics over this and I condemn it.
Elsewhere, senior TMC
leader and MP Abhishek
Banerjee attacked the BJP.
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Lucknow: PSP(L) founder
Shivpal Yadav on Thursday
expressed confidence that the
next Government at the Centre
cannot be formed without support from the party and
stressed there was “no chance”
of a merger with the SP, though
he was open for an alliance.
The
Pragatisheel
Samajwadi
Party
(Lohia)(PSP)(L) chief told PTI
in an interview that after the
party’s formation he had traversed the State, covering
almost all the districts, and the
response was tremendous. “We
are ready to contest on all 80
Lok Sabha seats, if an alliance
does not materialise,” he said.
“Next Government at the
Centre cannot be formed without support of our party. Our
party has become a force to
reckon with in past three
months after its constitution.
Our organisation in all the 75
districts is ready and people are
acknowledging us as a force,”
Shivpal Yadav said.
Asked about the recent
statement of senior Samajwadi
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Shillong: Multi-agencies personnel used high-powered
pumps to drain out 28 lakh litres
of water from the main shaft,
where 15 miners got trapped,
but Navy divers Thursday found
no change in the water level in
the rat-hole mine to resume
search operation, officials said.
Rescuers using pumps from
Coal India Ltd, Kirloskar
Brothers Ltd and the Odisha

Fire Service have managed to level in these mines, leaving respump out 2.1 crore litres of cuers clueless where and how to
look for the
water from
diggers,
the mines, <4670;0H0 <8=4
they said.
including the
<8B70?
main shaft
Kirloskar Brothers Ltd
and the abandoned ones in the
nearby which might be inter- pumps, which was operational
connected to it, till Thursday, from 7 pm Wednesday evening
and continued to run for 11
they said.
But, still there has been no hours, have pumped out 28 lakh
significant drop in the water litres from the main shaft, the

official said.
Operation spokesperson R
Susngi said the Navy has conducted searches in at least six
mines, including in the main
shaft, for the trapped diggers,
but there has been no success.
According to the Navy, the
water level in the entire area was
totally raptured and search will
continue in the adjacent mines,
Susngi said.
PTI
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Guwahati:
The
BJP
Government has gone “mad”
and is attempting to create an
“emergency-like” situation in
Assam, noted RTI activist
Akhil Gogoi said after police on
Thursday registered a sedition
case against for making comments on the citizenship bill.
However, the BJP accused
Gogoi of having links with
Maoists, being a “professional”
agitator and working to fulfil
the political agenda of others.
Besides Gogoi, sedition
cases were also registered
against Sahitya Akademi
awardee Assamese litterateur
Hiren Gohain and senior journalist Manjit Mahanta for their
comments on the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, a police
official said.
“The BJP Government has
gone mad and is trying to create an emergency-like situation
to suppress a spontaneous
movement by the people of
Assam against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill,” Gogoi,
who is also Krishak Mukti
Sangram Samiti (KMSS) chief,
told reporters here.
The KMSS along with its
70 partner organisations is on
the forefront of protests against
the bill in Assam.
“It is unfortunate that a
learned person like Gohain sir
has been targeted by the government. I am used to case
upon case being filed on me

and going to jail has become a
lifestyle for me,” Gogoi said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal and state
Finance Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma “have failed to
protect the interest of the
Assamese”, the KMSS leader
alleged.
“I consider it as a matter of
honour to be called a deshdrohi
for trying to protect the interest of the Assamese,” Gogoi
said.
Shortly after the sedition
cases were registered, a panel of
BJP spokespersons addressed a
press conference claiming that
Gogoi has Maoist links and is
“terrorising” people with a
“false issue” by campaigning
against the bill.
“Akhil Gogoi is related
with Maoists and other Left
linked persons.
He is a professional agitator. He is working to fulfil
someone else’s political agenda,”
BJP spokesperson Mominul
Awal said.
Like an elephant, Gogoi
also has two sets of teeth, he
said.
“He shows people the outer
teeth on the Hindu Bangladeshi
issue, while he chews with the
inner teeth sitting with Muslim
Bangladeshis,” the BJP leader
said, adding that Gogoi was
“terrorising people with a false
issue”.
PTI
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Kolkata: A 32-year-old
woman approached the
Calcutta High Court on
Thursday seeking permission
to terminate her 24-week foetus owing to an anomaly in its
formation.
The petitioner claimed
before the court of Justice
Tapabrata Chakraborty that
the tests done during various
stages of her pregnancy
showed that the brain of the
foetus is underdeveloped.
The reports also showed
that the condition of the foetus was deteriorating, her
lawyer Amitabha Ghosh submitted before the court, seeking permission to terminate
the pregnancy.
According
to
the
Termination of Pregnancy Act
1971, the permission of court
is required for undergoing
abortion if the foetus is more
than 20 weeks old, Ghosh
said.
PTI

Party leader Azam Khan that
party chief Akhilesh Yadav
and his feuding uncle will
unite again once the conditions
turn favourable, he said there
was “no chance” of this.
“There is no chance of
merger of my party with the SP
or going back to it. I am open
for an alliance with like-minded parties to keep the communal BJP at bay and that too if my
party is offered a respectable
number of seats,” he said.
On being asked about an
SP-BSP alliance for the Lok
Sabha polls, Shivpal Yadav
asked, “Are they (SP and BSP)
of the same ideology? Can it
(BSP) be trusted. There is no
trust when it will join or leave
the alliance (with SP).”
On whether he has blessings of his elder brother and SP
founder Mulayam Singh Yadav,
Shivpal Yadav said, “This is not
the question now. I have taken
a step forward. Now the question is of the state and the
country and how we can
counter and stop the communal forces.”
PTI

Meerut (UP): The Uttar
Pradesh Police on Thursday
arrested a local BJP youth wing
leader accused of instigating
mob violence in Bulandshahr
that killed a police inspector
and a civilian last month.
Shikhar Agarwal alias
Shekhar (25) had been on the
run for nearly 40 days but was
held at 7.20 am near a flyover
in adjoining Hapur district by
the Bulandshahr police, a
senior official said.
“He was arrested this
morning,”
Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Bulandhshahr city) Atul
Kumar Srivastava told PTI.
Agarwal was interrogated
by police before being produced in a local court, which
sent him to 14-day judicial custody, he said.
With his arrest, the number of accused held for the
December 3 violence has
reached 36, Srivastava said.
On December 3, 2018,
mob violence had broken out
in Siyana tehsil of Bulandshahr
after cattle carcasses were found
strewn in the fields outside
Mahaw village.

Police Inspector Subodh
Kumar Singh (44) and Sumit
Kumar, (20) were shot dead
during the violence, after which
an FIR was registered at the
Siyana police station in which
around 80 people were accused.
Around six months ago,
Agarwal was appointed the
head of the newly-formed
Siyana unit of the Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM),
the youth wing of the BJP,
another police official said.
While he was in hiding, a
purported video of Agarwal
had surfaced on social media in
which he claimed innocence
and also accused the slain
inspector of “corruption” and
“siding with the Muslim community to get our mother
(referring to cows) attacked”.
Agarwal, who claimed to be
pursuing a Bachelor of
Ayurvedic Medicine and
Surgery (BAMS) from Aligarh,
said in the video that he had “full
faith in the Yogi (Adityanath)
Government” in the state and he
was ready for any probe.
He also claimed that the
inspector was reluctant to get
an FIR filed for cow slaughter

and had threatened to shoot
him for insisting on taking the
carcasses to the police station.
In the video from an undisclosed location, he had alleged
that police were “wrongly” saying that Singh was informed
about the incident over phone,
claiming the entire episode
unfolded in his presence at the
spot.
Twenty-seven people,
including Agar wal, were
named in the FIR, while 50 to
60 unidentified people were
booked under IPC sections
436 (mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent to
destroy house, etc), 307
(attempt to murder), 302 (murder), 124A (sedition), 147, 148,
149 (related to rioting), 332, 33,
353 (related to voluntary assault
on public servant to obstruct
them from performing their
duty), 336 (act endangering life
or personal safety of others).
They were also booked for
destroying public property,
among others.
On January 3, police had
arrested local Bajrang Dal
leader Yogesh Raj, also a key
suspect in the case.
PTI
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Mumbai: A 53-year-old guard
of Defence Security Corps
(DSC) allegedly committed
suicide by shooting himself
with his service rifle while on
duty at Naval Armament Depot
(NAD) in suburban Trombay
on Thursday, police said.
The deceased, Kesar Singh,
was deployed for a sentry duty
on the watch tower at NAD,
they said. “Singh allegedly
ended his life by shooting himself with his service rifle at
around 11.30 am,” a police official said. No suicide note was
found from near his body and
he might have ended his life
over some family issue, he said.
Singh’s body was sent for
post-mortem, the official said
adding that Trombay police
have registered a case of accidental death and further investigation was on.
PTI
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7KHQHZ%LOOKDVRSHQHGD3DQGRUD¶VER[&DQWKH
2SSRVLWLRQZUHVWWKHSUHSROOQDUUDWLYHIURPWKH%-3\HW"
OHDUO\ WKH 2SSRVLWLRQ KDV EHHQ
VWXPSHGE\WKH%-3·VJRRJO\LQWKH
IRUPRIWKHTXRWD%LOOIRUHFRQRPL
FDOO\ZHDNHUFODVVHVZKLFKLVDOOVHWWR
EHFRPHDNH\QDUUDWLYHRIWKH/RN6DEKD
SROOVZLWKRXWWKHJRYHUQPHQWKDYLQJWRGR
PXFKEXWGDQJOHDQRWKHUFDUURWLQVWHDG$QG
DIDWRQHDWWKDW7RXWHGDVDUHYROXWLRQDU\
FDVWHDJQRVWLFPHDVXUHIRUWKHSRRUWKH
%-3GLGQRWGRDQ\WKLQJRULJLQDOUHDOO\,W
MXVW ERUURZHG VRPHWKLQJ WKDW WKH
2SSRVLWLRQLQFOXGLQJWKH&RQJUHVVFRXOG
QRW YHQWXUH LQWR OHJLVODWLRQZLVH WKRXJK
NHHSLQJ LW SDUW RI WKHLU SURPLVHV DQG
FODLPHGLWDVLWVRZQ,QWKHSURFHVVLWDOVRWUDSSHGSDUWLHVZKLFKH[SUHVVHG
WKHLQWHQWWRGHOLYHUEXWLQRQHPDVWHUVWURNHUHGXFHGWKHLUSURPLVHWRHPSW\UKHWRULF
DQGOHIWWKHPZLWKQRRSWLRQEXWWRSDVVWKH%LOOLQWKH5DM\D6DEKD:KRZDQWV
WRDSSHDUDQWLSRRUZKHQJDULELKDWDR KDVEHHQDEDQQHUFDPSDLJQRIHWHUQDO
VXQVKLQHWKURXJKWKHGHFDGHVIRUDOOSROLWLFDOSDUWLHVFRQFHUQHG"2EYLRXVO\WKH
2SSRVLWLRQFDQQRZFRXQWRQWKHMXGLFLDU\IRUVWDOOLQJWKHTXRWDRQJURXQGVWKDW
LWEUHDFKHVWKHSHUFHQWUHVHUYDWLRQEDUULHUVHWE\WKH6XSUHPH&RXUWDQG
WKDWHFRQRPLFFULWHULDDORQHGRQ·WTXLWHPDNHWKHFXWXQOHVVVHHQLQWRWDOLW\ZLWK
VRFLDOKLVWRULHV%XWWKH%-3FOHDUO\KDVQRWKLQJWRORVHDVLWKDVVFRUHGDPXFK
QHHGHGOHJLVODWLYHZLQDQGDQLPSOLHGEHQHILWIRULWVFRUHXSSHUFDVWHYRWHEDVH
(YHQWKH7'3RI$QGKUD3UDGHVKDQG756RI7HODQJDQDGHVSLWHEHLQJWKHRQO\
WZRSDUWLHVLQWKHFRXQWU\UXQQLQJVSHFLDOFRUSRUDWLRQVIRUPLQRULW\%UDKPLQV
IRUWZR\HDUVQRZFRXOGQ·WPDNHSROLWLFDOFDSLWDORXWRIWKHLUQRYHOSODQ0RUHRYHU
RQFHWKH\KDYHVXSSRUWHGWKHSDVVDJHRIWKH%LOOLQSULQFLSOHZKDWIDFHZRXOG
WKH\KDYHLQFULWLFLVLQJLW"7KLVLVWKHGLOHPPDWKDWWKH2SSRVLWLRQLVFXUUHQWO\
FDXJKWLQ+RZHYHULWLVKRSLQJWKDWWKHFDVFDGLQJGHEDWHRYHUSDUWLFXODULWLHV
WKHMXGLFLDOLQWHUYHQWLRQDQGWKHUDWKHULOORJLFDODQGDUELWUDU\DVVXPSWLRQVLQWKH
%LOOZRXOGJLYHLWVOHDGHUVDFKDQFHDWPRXQWLQJFRXQWHUFDPSDLJQV
%XWFDQWKHTXRWD%LOOUHDSDQ\WKLQJDWDOO"7KHOHJLVODWLRQXQGRXEWHGO\KDV
EHHQKDVWLO\VHZHGXSZLWKRXWSURSHUGHEDWHDQGGLVFXVVLRQIRULWWREHHIIHF
WLYH(YHQWKH0DQGDO&RPPLVVLRQUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVFDPHDIWHU\HDUVRIVWXG\
DQGLPSDFWDVVHVVPHQW,QWKLV%LOOWKHUHLVQRHPSLULFDOGDWDFROOHFWLRQRUEHQFK
PDUNLQJRIFXWRIIVZKLFKPDNHVLWUDWKHUDPRUSKRXV$OVRWKHUHLVQRGHWDLOLQJ
RQZKHUHDQGE\KRZPXFKZRXOGWKHTXRWDVDSSO\LQKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQDOLQVWL
WXWLRQVDQGMREV7KH2SSRVLWLRQFRXOGGUDZXSDFKDUWHUGHPDQGLQJVSHFLILFV
DQGJRWRWKHSHRSOHUDWKHUWKDQFDOOLQJLWDPHUHMXPODIRUWKHSROOVFRQVLGHU
LQJWKH%-3KDGIDLOHGWRFUHDWHWZRFURUHMREVSHU\HDUDVSURPLVHGLQ
7KRXJKRXUHFRQRP\FDQSXOOXSDGHFHQWJURZWKUDWHMREFUHDWLRQLVVWLOODWLWV
ORZHVWZLWKDPDQXIDFWXULQJSXVKKDUGO\GHOLYHULQJWKHUHVXOW$OVRZKDWRIH[LVW
LQJHGXFDWLRQDODQGMRETXRWDVWKDWUHPDLQXQIXOILOOHG"$OWKRXJKWKH%-3KDV
SURPLVHG&HQWUDOLQVWLWXWHVLQFOXGLQJ,,0DQG,,7VDQDGGLWLRQDOODNKVHDWV
IRUDKLJKHUVWXGHQWLQWDNHZRXOGWKHUHEHHQRXJKDYDLODEOHWDOHQWWRTXDOLI\JLYHQ
WKHPHULWRULRXVQDWXUHRIWKHVHLQVWLWXWLRQV"2UZRXOGQRERG\WDONDERXWPHUL
WRFUDF\DQ\PRUHFRQVLGHULQJWKDWDOPRVWSHUFHQWRIWKHSRSXODWLRQKDVEHHQ
FRYHUHGE\WKHPDUNHUVRIWKHQHZELOODQGWKHUH·VQRJHQHUDOFDWHJRU\OHIWZKRVH
KXUWIHHOLQJVQHHGWREHDVVXDJHG6RPHSDUWLHVOLNHWKH6DPDMZDGL3DUW\DUH
GHPDQGLQJSURSRUWLRQDOTXRWDVZLWK5DP*RSDO<DGDYLQVLVWLQJWKHFDWHJRU\IRU
2%&VEHHQKDQFHGWRSHUFHQWNHHSLQJLQPLQGWKHLQFUHDVHLQWKHLUSRSX
ODWLRQVLQFHWKHJRYHUQPHQWKDGGHFLGHGWREUHDNWKHSHUFHQWEDUULHUDQ\
ZD\7KH%63LVDVNLQJZK\WKH1'$GLGQRWQRWLQWURGXFHDQRWKHUDPHQGPHQW
WRLQWURGXFHUHVHUYDWLRQLQSURPRWLRQLWVORQJSHQGLQJGHPDQG0HDQZKLOHWKH
7ULQDPRRO&RQJUHVVLVTXHVWLRQLQJWKHCODNKSHU\HDULQWKHTXRWDELOOVD\LQJ
LWVWUDLJKWDZD\PRYHVWKHSRYHUW\OLQHWRCDGD\DQGPDNHVWKHWD[SD\HU
DQ\ERG\HDUQLQJPRUHWKDQCODNKSHUDQQXPKDVWRSD\WD[HV SRRULQD
EOXQGHURXVVZDWKHRISRSXOLVP7KHQWKHCODNKFXWRIILVWKHVDPHIRU2%&V
DQGWKHFUHDP\OD\HUDPRQJWKHP7KLVIODWSODQHFULWHULDPHDQVWKDWWKHXSSHU
FDVWHSRRUZRXOGHDVLO\EHSUHIHUUHG7KHUHDOFKDOOHQJHIRU2SSRVLWLRQSDUWLHV
LVWRFRDOHVFHWKHLUSRLQWVDQGH[SRVHWKHMXPODWKH%LOOFDQEHFRPHUDWKHUWKDQ
DSSHDUDVFOHYHUQLWSLFNHUV

4RcVVcdfZTZUV

3DQG\DVSRNHH[DFWO\OLNHPRVWHQWLWOHGDWKOHWHVDFURVVWKH
ZRUOGGRXQOHVVWKH\KDYHKDGSXEOLFVSHDNLQJWUDLQLQJ

$

\RXQJ PDQ ZKR PDNHV D ORW RI
PRQH\SOD\LQJSURIHVVLRQDOVSRUWVKDV
RXWGDWHGYLHZVDERXWZRPHQDQGWUHDWV
WKHPOLNHSOD\WKLQJV7KLVUHDOO\VKRXOGQRW
EHVXUSULVLQJ:KHWKHULWLV+DUGLN3DQG\DRU
DQ\QXPEHURI\RXQJIRRWEDOOHUVRU$PHULFDQ
SURIHVVLRQDOVSRUWVDWKOHWHVLWZRXOGKDUG
O\VXUSULVHDQ\RQH:KDWLVXQH[SHFWHGLVWKDW
WKH\RXQJPDQLVVWXSLGHQRXJKWRPDNH
LQVHQVLWLYH FRPPHQWV RQ D SXEOLF IRUXP
3DQG\D·VHPSOR\HUVDQGSXEOLFLVWVKDYHIDLOHG
EDGO\LQQRWVHQVLWLVLQJWKH\RXQJPDQDERXW
KRZKHVKRXOGWDONDQGGHYHORSWKHVXFFHVVIXODELOLW\WRGLVFRQQHFWKLVSULPRU
GLDOEUDLQFHOOVIURPKLVPRXWKZLWKRXWDOD\HURIFRQWURO,I3DQG\DGLVFRYHUV
WKDWDOOWKLVKDVFRVWKLPVSRQVRUVDQGFUHGLELOLW\KHZLOOKDYHOHDUQWKLVOHVVRQV
%XWKHVKRXOGKDYHEHHQJLYHQOHVVRQVRQVRFLDOHWLTXHWWHDQGSROLWLFDOFRUUHFW
QHVVHDUOLHU7KH%RDUGRI&RQWUROIRU&ULFNHWLQ,QGLD %&&, VKRXOGWDNHDSDUW
RIWKHEODPHIRUWKLV7KH,QGLDQ3UHPLHU/HDJXH ,3/ KDVPDGHYHU\ULFKPHQ
RXWRIKXQGUHGVRI\RXQJ,QGLDQFULFNHWHUVDQGXQIRUWXQDWHO\\RXQJPHQZKR
KDYHVXGGHQO\KLWWKHMDFNSRWFDQQRWEHH[SHFWHGWRVSHDNDQGDFWOLNHPDWXUH
SHRSOH,WLVLPSRUWDQWWKHUHIRUHWRWHDFKWKHVH\RXQJPHQKRZWREHKDYH2QH
FDQQRWH[SHFWWKLVWRKDSSHQDXWRPDWLFDOO\EXWWKHVH\RXQJPDOHDWKOHWHVRXJKW
WREHWDXJKWDERXWWKHULVNVRIDFWLQJOLNHWHHQDJHGHOLQTXHQWVLQSXEOLFLQDQDJH
RILQVWDQWVRFLDOPHGLDXSGDWHVFDPHUDVDQGYLGHRV7KH,3/KDVDOVRPDGH
FHOHEULWLHVRIPDQ\FULFNHWHUVDQGQRWWKHIHZZKRSOD\IRUWKH,QGLDQQDWLRQDO
VLGH2IFRXUVHWKLVGRHVQRWSUHFOXGHWKHIDFWWKDWSDUHQWVDQGVFKRROVKDYH
DUROHWRSOD\LQWKLVDVZHOO
$VIRUWKHWHOHYLVLRQKRVWZKRLVGUDZLQJVRPHIODNIRUDVNLQJ¶OHDGLQJ·TXHV
WLRQVKHGLGWKHMRERIDJRRGWHOHYLVLRQKRVWZKRLVREYLRXVO\WU\LQJWRJHWKLV
JXHVWVWRPDNHFRQWURYHUVLDOVWDWHPHQWV,QWKDWUHJDUGKHGLGQRWKLQJZURQJ
DQGSRLQWLQJILQJHUVDWKLPLVOLNHEODPLQJWKHPHVVHQJHU,ID\RXQJPDQLVVWX
SLGHQRXJKWREHLQGLVFUHHWWKDWLVKLVFDOO<RXQJDWKOHWHVKDYHWHPSWDWLRQVDURXQG
WKHPDQGWKH\RIWHQIDOOLQWRWKLVWUDS7KH\FDQOHDUQDOHVVRQIURPWKHLUVHQLRUV
ZKRGHVSLWHWKHRFFDVLRQDOERQHKHDGHGVWDWHPHQWDOPRVWDOZD\VVD\WKHULJKW
WKLQJ7KLVLVDOVRLPSRUWDQWEHFDXVHPDQ\RWKHUFKLOGUHQORRNXSWRWKHVHSOD\
HUVDVUROHPRGHOVDQGPLPLFWKHP
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he ‘Free Hugs Campaign’ is a social
movement that involves individuals who offer hugs to other people
to showcase the power of a random
act of kindness. The movement is
motivated by the phrase ‘sometimes a hug is
all you need’. Foreign policy is a broad term
used to describe the approach/strategy of one
country vis-à-vis the other or a union representing countries, for example, the European
Union. The two statements mentioned above
may seem incongruous but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s practice of ‘hugplomacy’ with
India’s neighbours and friends, while tackling
the nuanced area of foreign policy, makes both
these statements relevant. Unfortunately,
since foreign policy and the arena of international relations are serious matters, this is one
of those times where a hug may not be enough.
In this week’s column, I will examine how the
Prime Minister’s foreign policy has been a failure and will talk in detail how the significant
investments behind the Prime Minister’s jet
setting ways have not really borne any tangible results.
The amount spent on Prime Minister
Modi’s foreign trips is about C2,021 crore,
which dwarfs the C1,346 crore spent on foreign trips during former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s term from 2009-2014.
Therefore, purely relying on numbers and the
sheer amount spent on foreign trips, one can
reasonably say that foreign policy appears to
be an area of focus of Prime Minister Modi.
But let us evaluate what fruits this investment
has borne. As stated above, while foreign policy has no clear definition or boundary, this
column, too, is limited by word constraint and,
therefore, I will evaluate three heads: Economic
prowess, strategic capability and how other
world leaders view the Indian Government.
On the issue of economic prowess,
reports are not encouraging. A popular metric to measure the economic success of a
Government’s foreign policy is the amount of
foreign direct investment (FDI) that a country receives. In the financial year 2017-18, the
increase in FDI stood at a five year low of three
per cent and there is a growing concern
among foreign investors about India. The
buck must surely fall with the Prime Minister.
This concern among foreign investors is
inspired by the overarching approach of this
Government to discard expertise in favour of
image-management. Repeatedly, questions
have been raised about the manner in which
the ruling Government has changed and how
should growth be measured, which has
flummoxed even the best statisticians and
economists.
In order to encourage foreign investment,
it is imperative that the Government provides
accurate numbers about the status of the
Indian economy so that at the very least,
investors understand what they are getting into.
The moment doubts arise about the authenticity of the numbers published by a
Government, it will inevitably lead to hesitation and trepidation among potential investors.

The Government’s colourful approach to numbers is not
the only cause for concern.
The economic catastrophe, ie,
demonetisation, is yet another
example that reflects the unreliable, ill-thought out and
unpredictable approach of the
Government that has done
great damage to India’s story.
The past few years of this
Government were littered with
examples of an approach that
aggressively countered expertise
with compliance. Just take the
resignation of two Reserve Bank
of India Governors in the past
four years as an example or the
nomination of mere yes-men to
positions that demand integrity and expertise. All of these
instances are only a few examples as to why foreign investors
are hesitant about the Indian
economy.
Another area of foreign policy where Prime Minister Modi
has missed a trick is strategic
prowess. In this context, it will be
relevant to note that there are
certain interesting developments
in the world that India has failed
to take advantage of. For example, the past few years has seen
a clear deterioration of the relationship between China and
the United States, especially with
respect to trade. Since China is
a manufacturing hub that services a number of requirements
of the American economy, this
dispute between the two countries could have been a boon for
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India where it had an opportunity to showcase its own prowess
so as to fill the void that would
exist due to the present stand-off
between the US and China.
Instead, what we have seen
is the US looking to other countries to fulfill its requirements
and a deterioration of the relationship between it and India.
The clearest example of this has
been the postponement of the
‘2+2 dialogue’ between the US
and India for the third consecutive time (the ‘2+2 dialogue’ is
a mechanism where two countries’ defence and external affairs
ministries discuss among other
things the scope for strategic
partnerships).
Another way in which the
success of a Government’s foreign policy is gauged is by the
manner in which other world
leaders view our Government.
The term ‘diplomacy’ implies
that this determination can rarely
be made on the basis of explicit
statements or acts but rather have
to be inferred. While the BJP was
extremely proud to talk about
having a leader with a 56-inch
chest, this arrogance has had to
take a beating over the past few
years. The most obvious example is that of the surgical strikes,
where in order to win political
points, the BJP created noise and
celebrated victory about a tactical strike, despite the fact that
such strike acts have taken place
a number of times in the past
without the same cries of victo-
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ry or celebration.
It was inevitable then that
the Prime Minister and this
Government has been a lot
more coy and sheepish while facing uncomfortable questions
about Chinese incursions in
Doklam. Celebrating premature
victories and appropriating the
brave acts of soldiers for winning
political points presents an
opportunity to other countries to
push back a Government that is
already on the back foot, domestically, because it has presented
a less than accurate picture of its
might.
This coupled with the recent
examples of how President
Trump belittled the massive
contribution of India in
Afghanistan and how our relationship with our neighbours has
suffered due to the aggressive, illthought foreign policy of this
Government, shows that when
Plan A, ie an aggressive foreign
policy fails, the Prime Minister
and his Government do not have
a Plan B which involves tact or
diplomacy.
Richard Haass, a famous
diplomat, once said, “Success in
foreign policy, as in carpentry,
requires the right tools for the
job.” On the basis of the past few
years, it appears that the Prime
Minister only has one tool in his
pocket and it has not really done
the job.
(The writer is Jharkhand
PCC president, former MP and
IPS officer. Views are personal)
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Quota politics” (January 9).
Universally, communism had
been accused of being an ideology that was predicated on distribution of poverty and not on the
creation of wealth. That China
could break out of this mould to
carve out an enviable economy
should be an enduring lesson for
all. Despite this fact, our law-makers have chosen to burn the midnight oil on ‘quota-communism’
and have passed the Bill with
greater alacrity than increasing
their own remuneration. One only
wishes our leaders had all pooled
their time and effort on the present
state of persisting joblessness.
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai

6_Sec_^gU\VQbU
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Quota politics” (January 9).
Since poverty is not the sole preserve of the ‘lower’ castes and
being creamy is not the monopoly of ‘upper’ castes only, in the
prevailing caste-obsessed realities, extension of reservation for
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QTR^\TPR^]eT]XT]cc^^[c^cWXb\P[PSh\^aTQTRPdbT^U
cWT_^[XcXRP[b^[XSPaXchcWThT]R^daPVTP]S[TbbU^acWTb^RXP[
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the economically-weaker section
of the ‘upper’ castes is fair
enough. However, if the concerned authorities, be it at the
Centre or States, are serious
about the welfare of citizens,
they should have ensured the
provision of reservation be
extended to only the financially downtrodden, irrespective of

\XbX]V^]\TaXc0[TeT[_[PhX]VUXT[ScWa^dVWQTccTaTSdRP
cX^]P]ScaPX]X]VP]SPR^]bcP]ceXVX[RP]T]bdaTPRcX^]PVPX]bc
cW^bTfW^d]STa\X]TT`dP[XchU^aP[[Pb_a^\XbTSQhcWT
2^]bcXcdcX^]CWT6^eTa]\T]cbW^d[S]^cbTcP_aTRTST]cU^a
cWTP[[TVTSSXbPSeP]cPVTSVa^d_bX]^cWTa_Pacb^UcWTR^d]
cahQhbdRRd\QX]Vc^d]aTPb^]PQ[TST\P]Sb8cbW^d[S[^^Z
PcP]TeXST]RTQPbTSP__a^PRWcWPcX]R[dSTb\d[cX_[TSX\T]
bX^]b^USXbPSeP]cPVTbcWPcX]R[dSTQdcPaT]^c[X\XcTSc^RPbcT
P]S^aTR^]^\XRVa^d]Sb
BWaThP]b9PX]
3T[WX

their demographic background.
But ours is a country where people are not compassionate
towards the poor or the downtrodden. Things that sell like hot
cake are religion, race, language,
caste, sub-caste and tribe.
Thanks to such laggard mindset,
with every passing day, India is
only getting fragmented.

It is, therefore, not surprising that instead of ensuring
welfare of the citizens, our political class as well as Governments
act as a messiah for select demographic groups even as some
zealous leaders immerse in
cheap parochial quota politics.
Kajal Chatterjee
Kolkata

<Ucc_^cY^fUbTYSd
Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Lameduck CBI” (January 10).
The Supreme Court’s judgment
reinstating CBI Director Alok
Verma is a reminder to the highest
and the powerful that blatant interference with the institutions created by the legislature or the
Constitution will not be tolerated.
The court dismissed the superfluous arguments advanced by the
learned Attorney General and
warned him that he should not
always toe the line of the
Government without any reason.
This judgement is a slap on the face
of both the Central Vigilance
Commission and the Modi
Government’s autocratic midnight
coup. Even then, the silver line of
this CBI versus CBI fight is that the
country and its investigative body
remains lucky that it will not be
headed by the corrupt. This may be
the last golden opportunity for the
Modi Government to bring back
lost credibility, public trust and institutional autonomy into governance.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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KHVXPPHURIZDVVLPPHULQJLQPRUHZD\VWKDQRQH
7KH GHFLVLRQ WR LPSOHPHQW WKH FRQWURYHUVLDO 0DQGDO
&RPPLVVLRQUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVOHGWRZLGHVSUHDGDJLWDWLRQ
$V\RXQJVWXGHQWVDVSLULQJWRMRLQWKHHOLWH,QGLDQ&LYLO6HUYLFHV
PDQ\RIXVIHOWWKDWLWZDVDEUXWDODVVDXOWRQRXURSSRUWXQLWLHV
UHJUHVVLYHDQGDGHVSHUDWHSOR\E\WKHWKHQ3ULPH0LQLVWHU93
6LQJKWRODWFKRQWRDSODQNWKDWZRXOGHQVXUHKLVVXUYLYDO:KLOH
'HOKLERLOHGOLWHUDOO\DJLWDWLRQJULSSHGODUJHSDUWVRIQRUWK,QGLD
$QJHUZDVHQRUPRXVDQGVSLOOHGRYHUWRWKHVWUHHWV³LWZDVD
PDVVSURWHVWRIDQJXLVKDQGUHMHFWLRQRISRSXOLVWSROLWLFV7KLUW\
HLJKW\HDUVODWHUZKHQDQHZSURYLVLRQKDVEHHQPDGHWRDOORZ
SHUFHQWUHVHUYDWLRQLQMREVDQGHGXFDWLRQIRUWKHHFRQRPL
FDOO\EDFNZDUGSHRSOHLQXQUHVHUYHGFDWHJRU\WKHPRRGLVWKDW
RIMXVWLFHGRQHSURWHVWVDUHFRQILQHGWRWKRVHZKRKDYHSXU
VXHGDUHJUHVVLYHSROLWLFDOLGHRORJ\,QGLDKDVPRYHGRQ7KH
ZDUPWKRIVRFLDOHQJLQHHULQJWRRORIUHVHUYDWLRQWRWKRVHZKR
QHHGLWKDVVXEVXPHGWKHFKLOORI-DQXDU\
)RUPDQ\RIXVZKRJUHZXS\RXQJDQGZHUHLQDZHRIDSUR
JUHVVLYHQRQFRQYHQWLRQDO3ULPH0LQLVWHU5DMLY*DQGKL936LQJK
ZDVDQLFRQLFRSSRUWXQLVW'HVSHUDWHWRODWFKRQWRDWXUIWKDWKH
KDGVFDOHGZLWKVKUHZGSROLWLFDOPDQRHXYUHVDQGE\UDLVLQJDSLWFK
RIKRQHVW\LQWKHZDNHRI%RIRUVPXUPXUV6LQJKVHQVHGWKH0DQGDO
&RPPLVVLRQUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDVDWRROWKDWZRXOGFHPHQWKLVVKDN\
SROLWLFDOVWDQGLQJ+HEHFDPHWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHULQDIWHUD
UHJLRQDOFRDOLWLRQRISROLWLFDOSDUWLHVFDOOHGWKH1DWLRQDO)URQWZRQ
WKHJHQHUDOHOHFWLRQHDUQLQJDVLPSOHPDMRULW\3DUWLHVOLNHWKH%-3
DQGWKH&3,VXSSRUWHGWKH1DWLRQDO)URQWIURPRXWVLGHDQG6LQJK
ZDVGUDPDWLFDOO\LQVWDOOHGDVWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHUFDXVLQJVHYHUHKHDUW
EXUQLQ&KDQGUD6KHNKDUZKRWRRDVSLUHGWRRFFXS\WKHVORW:LWKLQ
GD\VRIWDNLQJRYHU6LQJKIDFHGDKXJHFULVLVZKHQWKHGDXJKWHU
RIKLV+RPH0LQLVWHU0XIWL0RKDPPDG6D\HHGZDVNLGQDSSHG
DQGWKH*RYHUQPHQWKDGWRUHOHDVHGUHDGHGPLOLWDQWVLQH[FKDQJH
6HQVLQJKLVGZLQGOLQJSROLWLFDOIRUWXQHVVRRQHUWKDQKHKDGDQWLF
LSDWHG6LQJKHPEUDFHGWKH0DQGDO&RPPLVVLRQE\FKDPSLRQLQJ
WKHFDXVHRIUHVHUYDWLRQDQGSURMHFWLQJKLPVHOIDVDPHVVLDKRI
VRFLDOMXVWLFHIRUWKHEDFNZDUGFODVVHVGHVSLWHKHFRPLQJIURPWKH
XSSHUFDVWH+HQRWLILHGWKHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIWKHFRPPLVVLRQ·V
VXJJHVWLRQVWKDWZRXOGJUDQWSHUFHQWUHVHUYDWLRQLQMREVLQ8QLRQ
*RYHUQPHQWDQGSXEOLFVHFWRUXQGHUWDNLQJVWRPHPEHUVRIWKH2WKHU
%DFNZDUG&ODVVHV7KHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVVHFWLRQRIWKH5HSRUW
UHDG´$VWKH&RPPLVVLRQKDGFRQFOXGHGWKDWSHUFHQWRIWKH
FRXQWU\·VSRSXODWLRQFRPSULVHG2%&VLWLQLWLDOO\DUJXHGWKDWWKHSHU
FHQWDJHRIUHVHUYDWLRQVLQSXEOLFVHUYLFHVIRUEDFNZDUGFODVVHVVKRXOG
DOVRPDWFKWKDWILJXUH+RZHYHUDVWKLVZRXOGKDYHJRQHDJDLQVW
WKHHDUOLHUMXGJPHQWRIWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWZKLFKKDGODLGGRZQ
WKDWUHVHUYDWLRQRISRVWVPXVWEHEHORZSHUFHQWWKHSURSRVHG
UHVHUYDWLRQIRU2%&VKDGWREHIL[HGDWDILJXUHZKLFKZKHQDGGHG
WRSHUFHQWIRU6&VDQG67VUHPDLQVEHORZWKHFDSRISHU
FHQW,QYLHZRIWKLVOHJDOFRQVWUDLQWWKH&RPPLVVLRQZDVREOLJHG
WRUHFRPPHQGDUHVHUYDWLRQRISHUFHQWRQO\IRUEDFNZDUGFDVWHVµ
7KHSHUFHQWILJXUHZDVFHUWDLQO\IODZHGDQGPDQ\DOOHJHGWKDW
WKH&HQVXVGDWDZDVFRPSURPLVHGE\SDUWLVDQSROLWLFV
$ORQJZLWKZLGHVSUHDGSURWHVWVWKHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDOVRWULJ
JHUHGDQLQWHQVHLQWHOOHFWXDOGHEDWHZLWKPDQ\VD\LQJWKDWWKHHVWL
PDWHVZHUHSUREOHPDWLF$FFRUGLQJWRWKH1DWLRQDO6DPSOH6XUYH\
²DERXWSHUFHQWRIWKHFRXQWU\·VSRSXODWLRQFRXOG
EHFDWHJRULVHGDV2%&7KHSURSRUWLRQZRXOGIDOOWRSHUFHQWLI
WKH0XVOLP2%&VZHUHH[FOXGHG$1DWLRQDO)DPLO\+HDOWK6WDWLVWLFV
VXUYH\SXWWKHSURSRUWLRQRIQRQ0XVOLP2%&VDVSHU
FHQW,QIDFW/51DLNWKHRQO\6FKHGXOHG&DVWHVPHPEHULQWKH
&RPPLVVLRQUHIXVHGWRVLJQWKH0DQGDOUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDUJX
LQJWKDWLQWHUPHGLDWHEDFNZDUGFODVVHVDUHUHODWLYHO\SRZHUIXOZKLOH
GHSUHVVHGEDFNZDUGFODVVHVRUPRVWEDFNZDUGFODVVHV 0%&V
UHPDLQHFRQRPLFDOO\PDUJLQDOLVHG7KHSHUFHQWUHVHUYDWLRQSRO
LF\KDVUHFHLYHGZLGHVSUHDGVXSSRUWEDUULQJVRPHQRWLRQDOSROLW
LFDO2SSRVLWLRQ2Q:HGQHVGD\DIWHUWKHWK$PHQGPHQW%LOOZDV
SDVVHGE\WKH5DM\D6DEKD3ULPH0LQLVWHU1DUHQGUD0RGLVDLGLW
ZDV´DYLFWRU\RIVRFLDOMXVWLFHµ+HDGGHGWKDWWKH%LOOZRXOGHQVXUH
´ZLGHUFDQYDVIRU\XYDVKDNWLWRVKRZFDVHWKHLUSURZHVVDQGFRQ
WULEXWHWRZDUGV,QGLD·VWUDQVIRUPDWLRQµ
7KLVSHUKDSVVXPVLWXS7KHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQWKH¶VXPPHU
RIDQGZLQWHURI·LVWKHVWDWHPHQWRILQWHQW:KLOH93
6LQJKZDVDGHVSHUDWH3ULPH0LQLVWHUZDQWLQJWRFUHDWHDQHZFRQ
VWLWXHQF\RIVXSSRUWHUVZKLFKZRXOGHQVXUHKLVVXVWHQDQFHLQRIILFH
0RGL·VDFWLVWKDWRIDVHULHVRIHTXLW\WRROVEHLQJXQOHDVKHGIRUDOO
FODVVHVRISHRSOH:KLOH6LQJK·VRYHUQLJKWHPEUDFHRIWKH0DQGDO
&RPPLVVLRQUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVFDXVHGDVHULRXVVWLUWKHWRRO
LVYLHZHGDVRQHRIGHOD\HGDQGGHVHUYHGMXVWLFHIRUDFODVVRI
SHRSOHZKRVXIIHUHGWKHLJQRPLQ\RIQHJOHFWE\P\RSLFSROLWLFDO
LGHRORJLHV,WSURPLVHVWREULQJSDULW\DQGFRUUHFWVDKLVWRULFDOIROO\
7KHZULWHULVDVWUDWHJLFFRPPXQLFDWLRQVSURIHVVLRQDO

(

&DOHQGDUVFDQIDOOYLFWLPVWRWKHSKHQRPHQRQRIFXOWXUHDQGQDWLRQDOLVP
VXSSODQWLQJDVWURQRPLFDOSULQFLSOHVWKDWOLHDWWKHLUIRXQGDWLRQ
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perusal of the official website of Kumbh Mela, 2019
— hosted by the Prayagraj
Mela Pradhikaran, Uttar
Pradesh — reveals why
this is not a kumbh at all. It mentioned
two celestial alignments under which
Kumbh can be held in Prayagraj
(Allahabad). These are: a) When Jupiter
enters the Aries constellation and the
Sun and the Moon are in Capricorn
constellation, the Kumbh festival is held
at Prayagraj on the new moon day and
b) When the Sun is in Capricorn and
Jupiter moves in to Taurus, the Kumbh
festival is held at Prayagraj.
Jupiter is nowhere close to either
Aries, let alone Taurus at present. The
bulky planet is residing in Scorpio
(vrischik raashi) since October 11,
2018, and will move into Sagittarius
(dhanu raashi) on March 30, 2019,
seven-and-a-half months ahead of its
usual residency period of 13 months
in one sign. Throughout the year, it
will travel back and forth between
Scorpio and Sagittarius several times
— an uncommon though not impossible phenomenon when a planet’s
motion along its orbit is observed
from the Earth against the backdrop
of constellations.
Critics were quick to point out
that the Kumbh Mela was organised
in erstwhile Allahabad (Prayagraj) as
recently as 2013. That was the time
when Jupiter was residing in Taurus.
The 2019 mela should, thus, be
called Ardha Kumbh. But the Yogi
Adityanath Government in Uttar
Pradesh, in an image-building exercise, went overboard to describe it as
Kumbh. Exhibitory Hinduism is not
without its drawback. Ardh Kumbh
no doubt is as conventional as
Kumbh itself. However, on a theoretical premise, it militates against the
concept of Kumbha Yoga. Either a
planetary position exists, or it does
not. Jupiter in Scorpio is Jupiter in
Scorpio. It cannot be expressed in
terms of half or one-fourth of Jupiter
in Taurus or Aries.
The Kumbh Mela is held at four
different locations in India viz,
Haridwar, Prayagraj (Allahabad), Ujjain
and Nasik, under four different kinds
of planetary combinations. Their time
is determined mostly by the position of
planet Jupiter and Sun in different constellations. The name Kumbh is derived
from the sign of Aquarius (kumbha
raashi). But against popular misconception, no planet needs to be positioned
in that sign for the mela to take place,
except in the case of Haridwar.
The beginning of Kumbh or Ardha
Kumbh 2019 coincides with Makar
Sankranti. It refers to transition of the
Sun into the sign of Capricorn (makar

raashi). The event recurs annually
since the Sun transits across the entire
zodiac band once every year, residing
in one sign for a month. Makar
Sankranti is celebrated with fervour
across India, marked by holy dip in
rivers, including the Ganga and water
bodies. Since the solar calendars in
India are actually sidereal rather than
tropical, the month’s beginning is
marked by the entry of the Sun in a new
zodiac sign. The transit point from one
to the other is called Sankranti.
Traditional calendars used in eastern and southern parts of India are
mostly solar. Those used in northern
and western parts are mostly luni-solar
ie lunar calendar with provision for an
intercalary month (adhi-masa) to
bring it at par with solar year. A lunisolar calendar like Vikram Samvat
treats the months as sacrosanct but the
year length as incidental. The months
are coeval with lunation — from
Shukla Pratipada to Amavasya. In sidereal solar calendars, months are as
important as the year. The month
changes as the Sun goes over each of
the 12 divisions of the zodiac.
The Gregorian calendar, by contrast, is tropical by nature. The extent
of the natural year, in a diagrammatic representation, is coeval with greatest limits of the Sun’s declination in the
North and the South. These are
Tropic of Cancer (230 26’12.5”N) in
the North and the Tropic of Capricorn
(230 26’12.5”S) in the South where the
Sun is directly overhead on June 21
and December 22, respectively. For the
northern hemisphere, the date June 21
is summer solstice, signifying the
longest day and December 22 is winter solstice, signifying the shortest day.
They are reversed, like the seasonal
cycle itself, in the southern hemi-
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sphere. The days and nights are equal
(Equinox) on March 21 and
September 21 when the Sun is overhead at noon on the Equator. The
Gregorian calendar functions without
any reference to zodiacal background
or phases of the moon. The two solstices and two equinoxes — all of
them astronomical events — form the
four pillars of the calendar. The proof
of the calendar being in order is that
these events should correspond to
dates specified for them.
The Julian calendar (estd, 45 BC)
had to be corrected by Pope Gregory
XIII in 1582 AD by — dropping 10 days
— because the Spring Equinox had
gradually crawled up to March 11
(same with two Solstices) over a millennium and a half. The Pope brought
in corrective rules of leap year to replace
the ones formulated by Julius Caesar.
The leap years were dropped from the
beginning of the century (00 year)
unless the year was perfectly divisible
by four. Under the new rules, the
Gregorian calendar can go wrong by
one day maximum in 5,000 years, a flaw
that can be rectified by further dropping of leap years once in 1,000 years.
The names of Tropic of Cancer and
Tropic of Capricorn, however, are
reminiscent of the times when the West
tried to interpret a solar event by zodiacal background. This was sometime
before the beginning of the Christian
era. The Tropic of Capricorn was so
named because the Sun used to be in
Capricorn constellation when it came
overhead that line of latitude (230
26’12.5”S). But now due to the axial precession of earth (sometimes referred to
as precession of equinoxes) the Sun
does not reside in the constellation of
Capricorn on Winter Solstice
(December 22). It is still in the constel-

lation of Aquarius. The story follows a
similar script for Tropic of Cancer.
This forms the point of departure
of the Western (now called Gregorian)
calendar from the Indian solar calendars. The Hindus have chosen to preserve the (reference to) constellation,
whereas the West civilisation the reference to tropics. The entry of the Sun
in the constellation of Capricorn
(makar raashi) is celebrated as Makar
Sankranti which occasions annual
Magh Mela and at pre-determined
intervals the Kumbh Mela. But what
is the significance of Makar Sankranti,
that we celebrate it out of 12 possible
Sankrantis during a year? This is
because it is observed as Uttarayan,
when the Sun begins its (half-yearly)
northward journey. It is the beginning
of the day of gods.
But in reality, the Sun is overhead
(at noon) at the southernmost point
of tropic on December 22. It begins
its northward journey on its apparent
path soon afterwards.
It seems plausible that Uttarayan,
which is a tropical phenomenon, and
Makar Sankranti, which is a sidereal
(related to stars or constellation) phenomenon, coincided in time more than
2,000 years ago. It was acceptable to
describe them as being synonymous.
But gradually, due to axial precession
of the earth, they diverged. Thus,
today, coinciding Uttarayan and Makar
Sankranti implies the calendar is going
wrong. This means that the seasons are
shifting as per the Indian solar calendar. Restructuring is called for on the
lines suggested by Calendar Reforms
Committee, 1952.
(The writer is an independent
researcher based in New Delhi.
The views expressed herein are his personal)
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n December, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) came up with a notification requiring banks to mandatorily convert at least 40 per cent of the
sanctioned amount for accounts having fund-based working capital limits
of C150 crore or more to a working capital loan, with effect from April 1, 2019.
As per this, the loan limit will be revised
to 60 per cent. It was introduced with
a view to instill greater credit discipline
among borrowers.
As per RBI data, by the end of June
2018, the number of accounts having
credit limits exceeding C100 crore
stood at around 12,000. The total
amount of credit outstanding between
them was around C26 trillion, indicating an average amount outstanding of
over C200 crore per account. It is important to understand the problem the RBI

is trying to solve through this regulation. Firms can seek working capital
limits far exceeding their requirements, thereby shifting their liquidity
risk to the lending banks. Cash credit
lines involve a commitment of cash on
demand on the bank and allow firms
to dip into this bucket as needed. Banks,
therefore, are forced to invest much of
these committed funds into liquid
assets at low interest rates and incur an
opportunity cost. Besides, since interest is charged on actual use rather than
the committed amount, this facility
allows firms to hedge their cost of borrowing as well.
Another problem that can arise
when banks sanction limits that exceed
firms’ genuine requirements is the possibility of diversion of working capital
funds to finance long-term assets or
towards completely non-business uses.
This increases the probability of default
and these disbursements turning into
NPAs. So the problems that the RBI is
seeking to address are genuine and serious. But can this regulation really
address the issue or is the RBI barking
up a wrong tree?
RBI data show that 83 per cent of

the accounts having more than C100
crore of working capital limits are in the
sub-12 per cent interest rate range and
account for 85 per cent of the total outstanding credit of this category, indicating that majority of large accounts
are good credits. Of course, this
assumes reliable credit ratings by the
CRAs and interest rates on working
capital facilities to be good indicators
of financial health.
Second, the average utilisation
rate of cash credit limits across the
banking sector is 66 per cent with the
6-12 per cent interest rate accounts utilising anywhere between 65-75 per cent
of their limits. This is based on average of balances as at the end of five
quarters — June 2017 to June 2018.
Utilisation of less than 40 per cent is
seen among the riskier accounts attracting higher than 17 per cent rate of interest with varying pattern across bank
categories. This simply means that the
intersection between large accounts and
those with low utilisation is close to negligible. So how will mandating large
accounts having limits of C150 crore
and higher to convert at least 40 per
cent of their limits to a working capi-

tal loan solve the problem of low utilisation? For most of the accounts, it will
simply convert the existing cash credit utilisation to a working capital loan,
at probably the same rate of interest.
Accounts with low utilisation of
less than 40 per cent constitute less than
one per cent of the total number of all
PSBs’ fund-based working capital
accounts as well as limits sanctioned
and belong to the 17 per cent plus
interest rate categories. In the case of
PSBs, such accounts comprise close to
50 per cent of all accounts and about
seven per cent of the limits and
belong to the 20 per cent plus rate of
interest category. Nearly 80 per cent
accounts of foreign banks holding 16
per cent of limits sanctioned show poor
utilisation and belong to the 17 per cent
plus groups.
These accounts are ripe cases for
mis-utilisation of funds and future
NPAs. As they comprise a very small
percentage of the total limits sanctioned
across the banking system, they do not
pose a systemic risk but default in these
accounts might have significant impact
for the individual banks.
While PSBs seem to have been

more prudent with their overall limits
portfolio, they run a concentration risk
— the sanctioned limit per account is
highest in the 16-18 per cent interest
rate category, besides the sub six per
cent category. The private sector and
foreign banks though, have awarded
largest limits to their better clients,
attracting sub 10 per cent interest rates.
This increases the impact of a probable default in these PSB accounts
while the diversified portfolio of private
sector and foreign banks in the risky
category might be a saviour except in
an economy-wide crisis.
Nearly all the 17 per cent plus
interest rate accounts belong to the C10
lakh and below categories, ie MSMEs.
These accounts comprise 76 per cent
of all working capital credit outstanding. The greater than C100 crore
accounts are negligible in this interest
rate bracket — they are less than 250
in number with an average exposure of
C75 crore. Their total amount outstanding accounts for nine per cent of the
banking system’s, definitely not an
insignificant proportion from a default
risk perspective. So is the RBI regulation meant for these 250 to 300

accounts? Shouldn’t there be a more
practical and probably effective solution for individual banks to simply
identify these accounts and discipline
them? Besides, this regulation will do
nothing to rein in the smaller accounts
discussed earlier that are also culprits
in this problem.
Another risk of implementing this
regulation is adverse selection leading
to the possibility of misuse of funds to
become a reality. Good accounts are
either already utilising more than 60 per
cent of their limits or will not mind
reducing their fund limits as they are
confident of getting them enhanced
when the need arises. It is the riskier
accounts that would not like to let go
of a sanctioned limit in hand and if 40
per cent of it has to be mandatorily
drawn down, these funds are very likely to make their way into long-term
assets funding, risky financial assets, or
worse, completely diverted out of the
business. By using a cannon to kill a few
flies, albeit poisonous ones, the regulation may just encourage the type of
behaviour it is trying to prevent.
(The writer is Assistant Professor,
Accounting & Finance, MDI, Gurgaon)
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a “massive relief ” to small
the GST Council
Ionnbusinesses,
Thursday doubled the limit
for exemption from payment
of goods and services tax
(GST) to C40 lakh and
announced that the higher
turnover cap of C1.5 crore for
availing composition scheme
of paying 1 per cent tax will be
effective from April 1.
The Council also allowed
Kerala to levy a 1 per cent
calamity cess on intra-state
sale of goods and services for
a period of up to two years to
mobilise revenues to meet the
cost of rehabilitating parts of
states that were ravaged by
floods last year.
Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley said the taxpayers with
an aggregate turnover of Rs 40
lakh would now be exempted
from the GST. For the north
eastern states, the exemption
would now be C20 lakh.
Currently, businesses with a
turnover of up to C20 lakh is
exempt from GST registration,
while the limit for hilly and
north eastern states is C10
lakh.
Sources said the annual
revenue loss on account of
doubling exemption limit to
C40 lakh, considering that all
states implement it, is C5,200
crore.
Jaitley said the GST

Composition Scheme, under
which small traders and businesses pay a 1 per cent tax
based on turnover, can be
availed by businesses with a
turnover of C1.5 crore, against
the earlier C1 crore, with effect
from April 1.
Also, service providers
and suppliers of both goods
and services up to a turnover
of C50 lakh would be eligible
to opt for the GST composition scheme and pay a tax of
6 per cent.
The twin decision under
the composition scheme
would have an annual revenue
impact of about C3,000 crore.
“The GST Council in its
32nd meeting today accorded
massive relief for MSME sector,” Jaitley tweeted.
On GST rate for real
estate, the council has decided for form a seven-member
group of ministers after differences of opinion emerged at
the meeting, he said, adding
there were diverse views on
lottery. A ministerial panel
will look into it as well.
Businesses opting for the
composition scheme would
have to file just one tax return
annually but pay taxes once
ever y quarter. Also free
accounting and billing software will be made available to
small assessees up to C1.5
crore turnover.
Jaitley said: “A very large

part of GST comes from formal sector and large companies. Each one of these decisions is intended to help the
SMEs. You have given them
various options. If they are in
services sector, they can get 6
per cent compounding, if they
are in manufacturing and trading up to C1.5 crore they can
get 1 per cent compounding.
They can make use of exemption of up to C40 lakh”.
The finance minister said
there would be two thresholds
— C40 lakh and C20 lakh —
for exemption from registration and payment of the GST
for the suppliers of goods,
with the facility that one can
‘opt up or opt down’ depending on revenue.
“Few states had a view
that if the turnover threshold
is hiked to C40 lakh, their
assessee base gets eroded. So
if they inform the Secretariat
within a week then they
would be given the option to
opt down. Puducherry has
kept this option... This is a
one time exception and does
not affect businesses with
inter-state supplies,” Jaitley
told reporters.
Revenue Secretary Ajay
Bhushan Pandey said even
though currently the exemption limit is C20 lakh, but still
there are about 10.93 lakh
taxpayers who are below C20
lakh but are paying taxes.
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ending major Yes
Bank
on
L
Thursday submitted
the names of the
potential candidates
for its Managing
Director and Chief
Executive post to the
Reser ve Bank of
India (RBI).
According to the bank, the
Board has submitted an application to the RBI to seek its
approval for the names of the
selected candidates.
The bank in a regulatory
filing after its Board meeting on
Wednesday said it has finalised
the names which it will disclose
only after the RBI’s approval.
According to the bank, the
candidates were finalised on
the basis of recommendations
made by the Search and
Selection Committee (SSC)
and the Nomination and
Remuneration Committee
(NRC).
“As mandated under the
extant RBI norms, the Bank’s
Board will submit an application to the RBI on January 10,
2019, seeking approval for the
appointment of the new MD
and CEO of Yes Bank,” the
lender said in a regulatory filing to the BSE.
“On receipt of the RBI
approval, the bank shall duly
make the requisite disclosures
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he Railways have always
been in the forefront of
Nation building by creating
better Travel and Tourism
opportunities in a region.
Northern Railway has effectively contributed towards
Prime Minister’s “Digital India”
initiative under the visionary
leadership of Minister of
Railways of turning many

Railway stations over the zone
into platforms for Digital inclusion by providing free Wi-Fi
service. In this regard 15 stations on the Kalka-Shimla Hill
Railways, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site have been turned
into free Wi-Fi zones.
Earlier this facility was
available only at 03 stations,
Kalka, Shimla and Solan in the
section. Now the Wi-Fi facility is available at all the stations

coming under this Hill Railway
which include Barog,
Dharampur
Himachal,
Gumman, Koti, Kumarhatti
Dagshai, Sonwara, Taksal,
Kandaghat, Salogra, Knoh,
Kathleghat, Shoghi, Tara Devi,
Jutogh and Summerhill.
The Broadband Internet
Connectivity has been made
live with ‘RailWire’ Wi-Fi by
RailTel, which is a Mini Ratna
CPSU under the Ministry of
Railways.
RailTel has successfully
provided high speed Wi-Fi
(Wireless Fidelity) at 746 stations across India catering to

nion Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday aTe^[dcX^]*#RdcX][^VXbcXRbR^bc
U
said public sector undertakings

more than 08 million users per
month. The PSU provides one
of the largest and fastest public Wi-Fi networks of the world.
Designed to offer users the best
Internet experience, RailWire
Wi-Fi is available to any user
who has a smartphone with
working mobile connection
for KYC considerations.
Explaining the modalities
of how to use the free RailWire
Wi-Fi facility at the stations,
Puneet Chawla, CMD/RailTel
said that the users have to
switch on the Wi-Fi mode in
the smartphone and select the
RailWire Wi-Fi network.

to the stock exchanges, in
terms of ‘Regulation 30 of the
Listing Regulations’.”
There has been widespread
speculation on Rajat Monga,
Senior Group President —
Financial Markets, Yes Bank and
former MD and CEO of Max
Life Insurance Rajesh Sud as
being the front-runners for the
post.
An IANS stor y on
Wednesday had incorrectly
referred to Rajat Monga as the
Executive Director of Yes Bank.
The SSC was set up to find
a successor to the company’s
MD and CEO Rana Kapoor. It
had been mandated to evaluate
both internal and external candidates and make suitable recommendations to the Board of
Directors within stipulated
timelines for the RBI’s final
approval.
In October 2018, the RBI
had reaffirmed that a successor
to Yes Bank’s MD and CEO
Kapoor should be appointed by
February 1, 2019.

should remove the deadwood
and give an extension to achievers, and that the government’s
approach has been to shut
down ailing state-run firms.
Speaking at the 62nd
Foundation Day of the National
Projects
Construction
Corporation (NPCC), once a
loss-making company under
the Ministry of Water
Resources, Gadkari said he
“saved” the PSU with a lot of
efforts and the company should
not get carried away by the
“meagre” profit it has registered.
To be in the race, the company needs to execute projects
faster and take decisions in a
time-bound manner.
“This C1000 crore turnover
and C30 crore is like primary
education. The stakeholders have
to think about this,” he said.
“Retire the deadwood and
give them money to leave.
Those who do good work
should be given an extension,”
Gadkari said.
“I should not tell you this,
but the Government’s policy
about loss making (PSUs)….The
prime minister keeps asking
me and (Finance Minister Arun)
Jaitley ji how many companies
have been shut down. He does
not want the loss-making and
under-performing…they should
be shut down. I have saved (the
PSU) with a lot of efforts.”

c^[XUcTg_^acbQh")6PSZPaX
?C8Q =4F34;78

W

aterways transport in India is all set for a revolution and
has potential to bring down logistics cost by 4 per cent that
will propel exports by 30 per cent, Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
said on Thursday kicking off PSU Concor’s maiden containers
voyage through coastal shipping.
The shipping and road transport minister said many firsts
in the country were lined up as massive works were underway
on projects for turning 11 rivers into waterways besides pilot run
of aeroboats on Ganga on January 26.
Launching Container Corporation of India’s (Concor) firstever container transport through coastal shipping from Kandla
to Tuticorin port via Mangalore and Cochin through video conferencing here, Gadkari recalled how people used to laugh at his
dream of developing waterways and running cargo ships on the
river Ganga.
“Now we have paved the way for exports to Bangladesh and
Myanmar through Varanasi...If we reduce our logistics cost by
just 4 per cent then our exports will boost by 25-30 per cent...We
are one of the fastest growing economies and we have the potential to do it,” Gadkari, who is also the Water Resources Minister,
said.
“The share of coastal shipping (in movement of cargo) in
China is 24 per cent, Germany 11 per cent and in USA it is 9
per cent but in India it is barely 4.5 to 5 per cent....Massive works
are underway to develop waterways which many thought was a
dream only. Of the 111 rivers to be converted into waterways,
projects are underway on 11,” Gadkari said.
He said 80 lakh tonne of cargo was transported through the
Ganga this year which was going to swell to 280 lakh tonne as
a draft of 3 metre has been maintained on Varanasi to Haldia
stretch of 1,680 km.
On the request of the UP Government, the Centre is maintaining 1 metre draft from Allahabad to Varanasi and barges are
designed with such techniques that they can carry 3,500 tonne
of cargo each in place of 2,000 tonne at present.
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he Reser ve Bank on
Thursday deferred the
T
implementation of the last
tranche
of
Capital
Conservation Buffer (CCB) by
a year, a move that would
leave about estimated C37,000
crore capital in the hands of
banks.
This would help banks
increase lending by over C3.5
lakh crore by leveraging ten
times of the capital.
“It has been decided to
defer the implementation of the
last tranche of 0.625 per cent of
CCB from March 31, 2019 to
March 31, 2020,” the RBI said
in a notification.
Accordingly, minimum

capital conservation ratios of
2.5 per cent would be applicable from on March 31, 2020.
Currently, the CCB of
banks stands at 1.875 per cent
of the core capital. The CCB is
the capital buffer that banks
have to accumulate in normal
times to be used for offsetting
losses during periods of stress.

It was introduced after the
2008 global financial crisis to
improve the ability of banks to
withstand adverse economic
conditions.
Further, it said, the prespecified trigger for loss
absorption through conversion or write-down of additional tier 1 instruments will
remain at 5.5 per cent of riskweighted asset (RWA) and will
rise to 6.125 per cent of RWAs
on March 31, 2020.
The decision to defer CCB
was taken in November 19 crucial meeting of central board of
directors.
The Board, however, decided to retain the capital adequacy ratio or CRAR at 9 per
cent.
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n initiative to bring Indian
IT companies and Chinese
A
enterprises closer on a single
artificial intelligence-enabled
platform — SIDCOP — was
launched on Thursday, the
Commerce Ministry said.
The Sino-Indian Digital
Collaboration Plaza (SIDCOP)
is a partnership between the
National Association of
Software
&
Ser vices
Companies (Nasscom) and
municipal Governments of
Guiyang and Dalian in China.
A joint venture, comprising
an Indian and a Chinese company, has been tasked with running the platform, the ministry
said in a statement Thursday.
It said domestic IT enterprises are renowned for their
expertise in business transformation and operational optimisation by using IT tools in
complex business environments.
“SIDCOP, which is a
boundary-less marketplace,
offers this opportunity for
Chinese enterprises in order to
assist them in operational optimisation and adopting industry best practices in business
solutions,” it said.
This platform could be
useful to connect with top
providers from India and help
Chinese enterprises source the
right solution providers for
their projects, it added.
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nion minister R avi
Shankar Prasad on
U
Thursday said every spectrum was allocated through
auction during his tenure as
Telecom Minister and will
look into the anomalies pointed out by the CAG in spectrum allocation of 2015.
“Every spectrum was allocated through auction,”
Prasad said on sidelines on an
NIC event when asked about
the shortcomings found by
CAG in 2015 spectrum allocation.
When specifically asked
that issue raised by the
Comptroller and the Auditor
General (CAG) pertains to
microwave access spectrum,
Prasad said “I will look into
it”.
Microwave access (MWA)
spectrum is allocated to telecom operators for short distances to provide mobile services.
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B

reaking its four-day rising
spree, benchmark Sensex
ended over 100 points
lower on Thursday, led by selling in banking shares, as
investors stayed on the back foot
ahead of key results. Lacklustre
global cues and a weakening
rupee added to the wariness of
participants, traders said.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
settled 106.41 points, or 0.29%,
down at 36,106.50, while the
broader NSE Nifty fell 33.55
points, or 0.31%, to finish at
10,821.60.
The fall was led by banking
stocks, with IndusInd Bank,
Kotak Bank, Federal Bank, Axis
Bank, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank
and SBI declining up to 2.36%.
Other losers included

ONGC, Maruti Suzuki, Sun
Pharma, HDFC, Hero
MotoCorp, ITC and HCL Tech,
falling up to 1.31%.
Shares of TCS were flat
ahead of its quarterly earnings.
On the other hand, Tata
Motors, NTPC, Infosys, Yes
Bank, M&M, L&T, Bharti
Airtel, and HUL were the top
gainers, rising up to 1.34%.
Meanwhile, foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) bought shares
worth a net of C276.14 crore on
Wednesday and domestic institutional investors (DIIs) were net
buyers to the tune of C439.67
crore, provisional data available
with BSE showed.
“Earnings will provide
some sense of where things
stand... Clearly, after four years
of lackluster earnings growth at
the index level, earnings need

to start coming through and
investors will be keenly focused
on forward commentary in
particular,” said Sunil Sharma,
chief investment officer,
Sanctum Wealth Management.
On the macro front, the
rupee depreciated 10 paise to
70.56 against the US dollar.
Global markets turned
weaker as optimism over the
US-China trade talks fizzled out,
while oil prices traded above the
USD 60 per barrel mark.
In Asia, Korea’s Kospi fell
0.06%, Japan’s Nikkei dropped
1.29%
and
Shanghai
Composite Index slipped
0.36%, while Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng rose 0.22%.
In Europe, Frankfurt’s
DAX was down 0.51%, Paris
CAC 40 fell 0.82%, and
London’s FTSE shed 0.29%.

New Delhi (PTI): Private sector lender Bandhan Bank
Thursday reported a 10.3% rise in net profit to C331.25 crore for
the third quarter ended December 31, 2018. The bank had recorded a net profit of C300.04 crore in the October-December quarter of last fiscal. Total income of the lender also increased to
C1,883.65 crore during the October-December 2018 as against
C1,336.42 crore over the corresponding period of the previous
fiscal, Bandhan Bank said in a statement.
The gross non-performing assets (NPAs) rose to 2.41% of
the total advances during the quarter, against 1.67% at the end
of third quarter of the previous fiscal. However, net NPAs of the
bank declined to 0.80% in the quarter from 0.70% of the net
advances. During the December quarter, the Net Interest
Income (NII) grew by 53.5% at C1,124 crore as against C732 crore
in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. Net Interest
Margin (NIM) for the December quarter stood at 70.3% against
9.9% in the corresponding quarter of the previous year.
Earlier this week, Bandhan Bank agreed to acquire HDFC
Ltd promoted affordable housing finance firm Gruh Finance
Limited. The share exchange ratio accepted by the boards of
Bandhan Bank and Gruh is 568 equity shares of face value of
C10 each of Bandhan Bank to be issued for every 1,000 equity
shares of face value of C2 each of housing finance company.
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he country’s largest software exporter TCS on
T
Thursday reported 24.1 per
cent growth in net profit at
C8,105 crore for the quarter
ended December 2018.
The company had posted a
net profit of C6,531 crore in the
same period last fiscal as per
Indian accounting norms.
The Tata Group firm,
which accounts for the lion’s
share of the group’s overall
profit, reported a revenue
growth of 20.8 per cent at
C37,338 crore for the said quarter, up from C30,904 crore a
year earlier.
Revenue growth stood at
12.1 per cent on constant currency basis.
“We are wrapping up 2018

with a strong revenue growth
of 12.1 per cent in the
December quarter, which is the
highest in 14 quarters, with
continued growth acceleration
in key verticals and across all
geographies,” TCS chief executive officer and managing
director Rajesh Gopinathan
said in a statement.
The strong client metrics,
industry leading growth in
digital services, a very strong
order book and deal pipeline
are validations that customers
recognise TCS’ differentiated
capabilities, he added.
Digital accounted for 30.1
per cent of the revenues, registering year-on-year growth of
52.7 per cent.
Company’s chief financial
officer V Ramakrishnan said
despite headwinds from the

rupee volatility against various
currencies, and the higher cost
of doing business in some
major markets, TCS’ operating
margins have been resilient.
“We remain focused on
driving rigour in our operations, generating strong cash
flows and steering profitability back to our preferred range,
while continuing to invest
strongly for future growth,” he
added.
During the OctoberDecember 2018 quarter, TCS
added 6,827 people (net), taking the overall employee
strength to 4,17,929 employees.
Attrition rate was at 11.2 per
cent on last twelve months
(LTM) basis.
The company has declared
a third interim dividend of C4
per equity share.
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T

he Reserve Bank and the
government need to ensure
timely and affordable bank credit for exporters to boost outbound shipments, EEPC India
said on Thursday.
Engineering Exports
Promotion Council (EEPC) said
there was a sharp annualised
drop of over 54 per cent in the
gross bank credit deployment in
the export sector.
“Against a gross credit

deployment of C434 billion
(C43,400 crore) till Octoberend 2017, the figure dropped
54.6 per cent year-on-year to
C197 billion (C19,700 crore) in
2018,” the council said in a
statement.
EEPC India chairman Ravi
Sehgal said while several global factors such as trade war
between the US and China and
uncertainties over Brexit were
hitting the export demand, the
cost of credit remained a big
concern for exporters. “Subdued
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OPEN
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LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50
10859.35 10859.35 10801.80 10821.60
-33.55
TITAN
950.40 969.40
948.55
968.00
15.05
TATAMOTORS 183.65 186.85
183.55
185.50
2.45
EICHERMOT 20360.00 20600.00 20345.05 20530.00
238.95
BAJAJ-AUTO
2700.00 2729.00 2680.00 2724.00
27.10
NTPC
146.95 149.55
146.75
148.00
1.45
CIPLA
509.00 514.90
509.00
514.50
4.40
M&M
728.00 734.85
722.80
732.50
6.20
UPL
765.80 780.00
765.05
771.00
6.20
YESBANK
188.00 188.90
184.20
187.90
1.45
BHARTIARTL
336.55 338.65
332.40
337.00
2.50
GAIL
343.00 345.10
339.25
343.80
2.45
ADANIPORTS
377.95 381.80
376.95
380.00
2.70
INFY
681.60 682.00
672.55
680.80
4.70
VEDL
195.00 196.20
193.45
195.50
0.75
LT
1388.00 1398.90 1383.25 1391.00
4.95
DRREDDY
2598.10 2610.00 2583.15 2609.25
6.15
COALINDIA
233.80 233.95
232.05
233.00
0.35
TATASTEEL
480.00 484.15
477.50
479.60
0.40
HINDUNILVR 1785.00 1799.10 1779.00 1786.00
1.00
SBIN
305.10 307.50
303.50
305.40
0.10
ZEEL
452.50 455.50
448.80
451.00
-0.25
TECHM
695.00 696.95
689.15
693.20
-0.50
ULTRACEMCO 3820.00 3847.00 3804.05 3811.10
-6.15
ASIANPAINT 1390.00 1400.00 1388.65 1399.70
-2.30
TCS
1890.00 1905.00 1872.10 1883.00
-3.95
RELIANCE
1107.75 1111.00 1103.00 1107.60
-3.15
ITC
290.75 293.70
288.90
289.50
-0.90
BAJFINANCE 2526.00 2542.45 2504.70 2515.00
-9.35
HCLTECH
943.00 943.00
932.00
934.00
-4.40
HDFCBANK
2117.00 2123.80 2092.65 2106.60
-10.20
JSWSTEEL
290.00 292.70
287.65
289.30
-1.45
ICICIBANK
380.95 382.15
376.05
379.90
-2.35
AXISBANK
668.90 668.90
654.60
665.20
-4.90
HEROMOTOCO 2932.00 2949.95 2912.55 2915.50
-21.95
HINDALCO
206.00 206.65
203.05
204.00
-1.70
BAJAJFINSV
6425.00 6430.00 6337.70 6339.95
-59.15
HDFC
1993.00 1993.00 1971.30 1976.00
-18.95
SUNPHARMA
445.10 448.00
440.45
444.20
-4.55
IBULHSGFIN
822.00 828.70
810.60
812.75
-9.00
WIPRO
330.80 331.05
323.00
325.25
-3.75
POWERGRID
197.45 197.45
194.90
195.00
-2.60
ONGC
145.90 147.00
143.00
143.35
-1.95
BPCL
336.90 338.75
333.00
335.40
-4.65
IOC
131.10 131.80
129.45
130.05
-1.95
KOTAKBANK 1239.00 1242.00 1216.35 1218.00
-20.25
MARUTI
7500.00 7511.00 7360.15 7367.00 -125.90
INFRATEL
290.10 290.40
281.60
285.00
-5.35
GRASIM
834.60 837.45
819.00
819.00
-16.30
INDUSINDBK 1607.85 1607.85 1554.00 1563.00
-38.75
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231.20
232.40
-6.60
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OPEN
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338.00
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396.65
756.00
1308.95
1095.00
385.10
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478.00
3619.00
96.25
260.15
346.90
776.80
682.95
183.10
96.60
178.25
684.30
122.50
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52.60
1301.20
10049.80
37.00
213.85
162.05
588.00
422.50
274.95
3100.00
214.40
91.10
631.00
1608.00
144.65
1455.25
836.60
1089.95
25.95
176.00
642.10
2340.00
594.60
70.25
1208.00

HIgh
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1127.25
388.85
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1075.00
485.25
3647.00
97.40
266.00
351.30
783.20
690.55
187.15
96.60
180.05
692.90
124.15
16600.00
93.00
52.80
1304.00
10111.00
37.60
215.40
162.90
597.70
423.90
277.60
3100.00
214.80
91.80
632.25
1614.00
146.00
1462.80
842.90
1102.70
26.00
176.30
648.40
2344.95
594.60
70.50
1220.85

LOW
27675.95
451.10
337.30
861.00
395.05
753.15
1306.10
1087.00
383.80
19390.00
65909.00
1052.00
474.00
3570.75
96.00
260.10
345.85
769.05
676.00
181.35
94.80
178.15
681.70
121.85
16299.80
91.50
51.95
1298.55
9940.05
36.80
211.30
160.50
588.00
418.55
272.85
3073.00
210.80
90.80
620.15
1580.25
143.25
1444.00
833.50
1085.90
25.35
173.40
631.00
2280.55
582.50
68.70
1180.00

LTP CHANGE
27798.20
114.70
472.90
17.50
348.15
11.40
889.00
24.80
405.90
9.90
775.50
18.25
1327.95
24.40
1114.80
16.70
388.80
5.05
19707.00
230.65
66851.00
780.65
1065.60
12.05
481.60
5.45
3639.50
40.40
97.30
0.90
265.00
2.10
350.45
2.75
780.00
6.10
687.10
5.35
183.50
1.40
95.10
0.65
179.00
1.20
688.70
4.25
123.55
0.60
16413.15
67.75
92.60
0.25
52.35
0.10
1301.95
2.35
9999.00
16.55
37.00
0.05
213.00
0.15
162.00
0.05
589.00
0.10
421.55
0.05
275.40
-0.05
3089.00
-3.65
214.00
-0.40
91.00
-0.25
630.00
-1.85
1591.00
-4.75
144.20
-0.45
1449.55
-4.60
835.30
-2.85
1099.95
-4.90
25.65
-0.30
173.60
-2.20
633.50
-9.45
2305.30
-36.60
584.20
-9.95
68.80
-1.45
1184.05
-25.90

flow of credit is also seen in the
engineering segment as well, as
per RBI data. Credit is the lifeline of the industry and exporters
and the situation need to be
addressed sooner than later,” he
added.
Besides, exporters are facing
many problems in the wake of
RBI’s instructions to banks to
not to honour shipping bills
older than two years under the
Export Data Processing and
Monitoring System, he said.
“Ironically, these irritants are

surfacing at a time when the
going is difficult in the global
market due to trade tensions
between the US and China and
other issues,” Sehgal said.
The sector contributes about
26 per cent to the country’s total
merchandise
exports.
Engineering exports were USD
76 billion in 2017-18 and are
expected to touch USD 80 billion this fiscal. Shipments to the
US and Europe account for
about 40 per cent of the total
exports from the sector.

New Delhi (PTI): Maruti Suzuki India
(MSI) on Thursday said it had increased prices
of its select models by up to `10,000 with immediate effect to offset adverse impact of increase
in commodity prices and foreign exchange rates.
“The price change varies across models and
ranges up to C10,000 (ex-showroom, Delhi),”
MSI said in a statement.
While most of the company’s models would
see an increase in price, the recently launched
new version of Ertiga has been left out of the
exercise. The MSI sells a range of vehicles start-

ing from entry-level Alto 800 to the premium
crossover S-Cross that were priced between
C2.53 lakh and C11.45 lakh (ex-showroom,
Delhi) before the price hike.
In December, the company had said that it
would hike its car prices from January but did
not specify the quantum of hike.
Besides MSI, automakers like Toyota
Kirloskar Motor and utility vehicle maker
Isuzu Motors India had also announced plans
to hike prices of their respective models from
January this year.

New Delhi (PTI): Honda
Cars India said it had launched
a new variant of its mid-sized
sedan City priced at C12.75
lakh (ex-showroom Delhi).
The new trim — ZX MT — is
powered by 1.5 litre petrol
powertrain mated with manual transmission and comes
with added features like rear
parking sensors. The company said it had brought in the
new trim due to high demand
from buyers for top spec petrol
variant in manual transmission.
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LTP
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13.85
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YESBANK
188.00
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ASHOKLEY
96.90
97.00
94.80
95.00
LINDEINDIA
684.90
773.00 683.50 745.65
SBIN
305.15
307.20 302.95 304.65
TCS
1904.00 1906.80 1874.10 1888.15
SUZLON
5.32
5.50
5.31
5.44
INFY
681.15
682.00 672.65 679.75
WABAG
278.00
325.20 278.00 320.85
TATAMOTORS 183.65
186.80 183.40 185.55
DELTACORP
262.50
264.80 252.95 258.00
AXISBANK
667.20
670.00 655.50 663.00
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DHFL
227.70
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238.00 231.80 233.65
DLF
182.10
187.05 181.45 183.35
SUNPHARMA
441.05
447.55 440.60 443.85
JINDALSTEL
151.80
153.65 149.05 149.95
ICICIPRULI
339.40
353.35 337.25 346.50
RELCAPITAL
217.80
222.50 216.70 217.80
BOMDYEING
110.10
115.60 110.10 115.60
VEDL
195.85
196.25 193.70 195.10
IDFCBANK
46.25
47.30
45.85
46.75
PCJEWELLER
82.40
82.55
80.35
80.75
AUROPHARMA 756.05
778.00 753.40 775.70
TRIDENT
68.55
71.75
68.55
70.85
LT
1390.20 1399.00 1383.60 1390.25
HDFCLIFE
396.05
409.00 395.80 406.60
GNFC
351.35
364.25 349.20 358.50
HEXAWARE
329.00
330.45 320.00 321.15
BAJFINANCE
2539.95 2541.70 2505.00 2515.85
BHARATFORG 478.00
483.60 476.00 482.35
PNB
80.70
81.60
80.10
81.20
JISLJALEQS
67.00
67.85
66.45
67.60
GRAPHITE
721.00
734.30 721.00 724.55
WIPRO
330.00
331.35 323.40 326.55
BPCL
337.00
338.60 332.80 335.80
UBL
1387.00 1387.00 1363.20 1378.35
HDFC
1999.00 1999.00 1971.90 1979.00
SPICEJET
80.00
81.35
79.00
80.65
IBREALEST
87.30
90.00
87.30
88.50
BHEL
70.75
70.75
68.70
68.85
DMART
1608.95 1615.05 1581.65 1586.80
ESCORTS
740.00
747.85 737.00 743.70
AMARAJABAT
740.00
764.25 737.70 757.70
L&TFH
144.95
146.00 143.40 144.45
ONGC
145.60
147.00 143.30 143.55
MFSL
439.35
463.00 439.20 458.45
BATAINDIA
1149.00 1172.15 1143.00 1163.30
KOTAKBANK
1235.00 1240.30 1216.50 1221.35
ABFRL
211.00
214.80 207.90 211.40
BANKBARODA 122.80
124.05 122.05 123.40
HINDALCO
206.20
206.50 203.10 203.90
NAUKRI
1636.60 1714.15 1566.15 1579.80
PIDILITIND
1098.00 1125.90 1086.65 1114.90
NTPC
147.90
149.40 147.00 147.75
MPHASIS
895.55
920.00 890.50 903.00
LTI
1767.00 1821.75 1750.35 1780.40
HDFCBANK
2116.00 2123.15 2103.50 2109.55
STAR
479.50
484.05 470.40 479.80
PETRONET
215.70
215.75 211.15 214.20
RECLTD
120.75
124.35 120.75 122.75
DIVISLAB
1469.00 1524.40 1468.05 1516.25
PEL
2350.00 2350.00 2283.45 2303.50
BEML
911.00
911.45 899.00 906.55
TORNTPHARM 1827.25 1879.90 1827.25 1853.45
EICHERMOT 20398.90 20583.70 20315.35 20526.50
UPL
763.90
779.40 763.90 772.10
JSWSTEEL
291.95
292.95 288.00 289.65
BIOCON
631.85
635.80 620.55 629.50
MANAPPURAM 94.90
98.80
94.85
98.40
PFC
108.35
110.20 107.40 107.95
UNIONBANK
92.10
93.45
91.35
92.75
ITI
91.05
94.45
91.00
93.00
BANKINDIA
105.50
107.00 105.20 106.10
RAIN
116.00
119.40 115.70 117.00
HCLTECH
940.65
940.65 932.30 935.85
CHAMBLFERT
158.05
164.50 158.00 163.50
BEL
92.50
93.15
91.60
92.35
INFIBEAM
44.50
44.90
43.40
43.75
GODREJCP
777.25
782.95 769.90 779.20
IDEA
36.90
37.60
36.85
37.05
WOCKPHARMA 510.55
520.20 507.05 517.35
BLISSGVS
170.85
175.00 166.60 167.95
COALINDIA
232.95
233.85 232.25 233.05
JUBLFOOD
1236.05 1243.10 1225.50 1234.35
BHARTIARTL
335.20
338.25 332.60 337.25
HUDCO
43.15
44.90
43.10
43.80

CANBK
280.55
283.15 278.80 281.05
VIPIND
502.80
507.00 494.00 498.35
COCHINSHIP
369.00
391.55 365.00 367.00
NIITTECH
1162.95 1167.70 1148.95 1153.90
HINDUNILVR 1786.05 1799.00 1779.50 1785.90
GAIL
345.00
345.45 339.25 344.30
MINDTREE
823.55
827.75 806.70 811.25
DEEPAKFERT
143.80
147.60 143.05 145.50
MOTHERSUMI 162.00
162.95 160.30 161.70
LUXIND
1284.70 1284.70 1131.20 1143.50
NBCC
61.90
62.15
60.85
61.25
JAICORPLTD
111.70
113.00 110.50 111.20
DBL
395.00
398.55 390.15 393.15
NESTLEIND
11260.00 11467.80 11157.55 11416.85
DRREDDY
2593.20 2607.00 2584.90 2599.55
FEDERALBNK
97.20
97.20
95.25
95.70
ASIANPAINT
1387.10 1402.35 1387.10 1397.55
NMDC
91.60
91.90
90.85
91.10
SAIL
52.50
52.85
51.95
52.45
RBLBANK
578.00
583.85 573.70 578.75
AARTIIND
1498.95 1554.00 1493.00 1544.50
AUBANK
634.95
655.05 633.85 649.90
KTKBANK
113.75
115.65 113.20 115.25
MUTHOOTFIN 517.65
529.75 517.20 523.75
BAJAJCORP
371.00
385.75 371.00 384.10
HFCL
22.90
23.60
22.75
23.15
HEG
3644.05 3700.00 3626.20 3663.00
BAJAJ-AUTO
2700.00 2725.00 2687.55 2718.75
FRETAIL
450.00
458.25 446.00 450.25
GSFC
112.35
114.45 112.35 112.80
INDIACEM
88.90
89.25
87.60
88.15
LTTS
1660.00 1661.55 1630.30 1638.95
HAVELLS
685.90
690.70 676.50 688.40
RAYMOND
795.55
817.00 792.85 808.75
GMRINFRA
16.90
17.20
16.65
16.75
HEROMOTOCO 2935.00 2947.90 2915.10 2922.65
INFRATEL
289.65
289.65 281.60 285.45
OBEROIRLTY
456.05
469.00 454.30 460.50
JUBILANT
714.25
737.00 712.70 718.75
TVSMOTOR
538.50
544.70 537.00 539.60
DABUR
426.90
426.90 418.65 421.35
ICICIGI
863.95
895.00 860.65 891.00
TATAELXSI
977.80
977.80 965.00 969.20
TATAPOWER
74.10
74.95
73.85
74.80
COLPAL
1307.00 1330.50 1302.65 1325.00

TATAMTRDVR
SIEMENS
MERCK
INDIGO
SRTRANSFIN
ZEEL
JUSTDIAL
SHANKARA
ABCAPITAL
NATIONALUM
GODREJPROP
CONCOR
LICHSGFIN
SUNTECK
ORIENTBANK
SBILIFE
APOLLOHOSP
RADICO
ULTRACEMCO
PHILIPCARB
TECHM
UJJIVAN
ADANITRANS
SUNTV
NOCIL
IBVENTURES
PVR
FORCEMOT
GLENMARK
KAJARIACER
NLCINDIA
IDBI
ASTRAZEN
MRPL
EQUITAS
MCX
BAJAJFINSV
LUPIN
RPOWER
FCONSUMER
KEC
SRF
OMAXE

97.00
1058.80
3240.00
1094.65
1205.00
454.00
488.80
518.20
96.55
62.65
741.00
682.00
476.80
343.00
99.05
642.95
1261.95
411.05
3821.10
206.45
694.75
284.70
206.25
589.00
171.00
386.25
1616.60
1617.35
657.50
515.55
68.00
65.00
1493.00
71.50
121.70
734.30
6400.00
835.00
29.60
43.65
285.90
2030.00
213.20

98.50
1074.55
3408.00
1102.00
1220.50
455.35
494.40
538.25
97.50
63.00
746.00
692.90
485.00
344.25
100.40
647.90
1290.10
413.00
3848.90
208.50
696.70
288.50
218.00
597.60
172.00
393.00
1643.20
1638.90
669.80
524.50
68.25
65.00
1591.45
71.55
123.80
755.40
6432.40
842.00
30.10
43.65
289.95
2055.00
213.60

97.00
1051.10
3240.00
1085.00
1180.25
449.15
486.60
517.55
96.15
62.35
728.00
681.15
474.05
335.30
98.35
631.85
1261.00
408.00
3809.00
205.00
688.90
284.50
205.65
586.65
165.30
380.00
1601.40
1617.00
652.25
513.50
65.00
62.45
1493.00
68.30
120.80
734.30
6350.00
833.40
29.50
42.85
284.25
2014.70
212.60

98.05
1070.50
3356.35
1097.15
1186.55
451.95
490.25
520.80
96.80
62.75
734.80
689.35
483.25
337.55
99.00
635.05
1285.65
409.85
3819.40
206.50
693.35
286.65
215.65
589.95
166.10
384.30
1633.70
1622.75
666.80
522.70
67.25
62.70
1576.70
70.85
122.05
751.60
6368.55
838.20
29.65
43.00
289.10
2050.80
212.90

ADANIPORTS
378.90
381.50 377.40 379.85
BRITANNIA
3100.00 3100.00 3073.30 3088.40
EDELWEISS
183.00
183.00 176.50 179.00
RALLIS
169.05
172.25 167.25 167.80
BALKRISIND
892.95
894.95 872.00 888.20
DCBBANK
177.00
178.65 175.85 177.25
ADANIPOWER
50.60
50.95
50.20
50.50
TORNTPOWER 263.00
264.65 259.20 260.20
KSCL
548.00
558.00 541.90 556.40
GRASIM
837.50
837.55 818.10 820.15
SOBHA
480.90
493.80 468.50 475.85
ENGINERSIN
124.50
127.60 124.50 125.20
JMFINANCIL
88.50
89.25
87.15
87.85
TATACOMM
518.95
524.20 512.05 517.60
ACC
1456.00 1462.50 1445.00 1448.30
SUVEN
226.20
228.85 224.40 227.10
PNBHOUSING
890.00
918.00 882.00 909.10
HSIL
239.15
251.00 239.15 247.95
SYNGENE
562.90
575.00 543.50 549.15
SREINFRA
35.90
36.95
35.25
35.75
CIPLA
509.90
514.60 509.90 513.55
CGPOWER
45.25
46.10
45.00
45.45
JSLHISAR
84.05
85.90
83.55
84.70
CADILAHC
345.60
350.95 345.60 349.75
CENTRALBK
37.40
37.40
35.80
35.95
INTELLECT
222.20
222.70 219.25 220.65
PAGEIND
23195.25 23353.30 22983.55 23160.15
ASTRAL
1180.00 1207.05 1180.00 1186.45
VENKYS
2370.10 2380.00 2331.25 2341.20
WHIRLPOOL
1450.00 1505.40 1450.00 1466.10
AVANTI
383.85
383.85 376.65 378.45
GESHIP
318.90
328.60 313.80 323.65
GICHSGFIN
263.10
272.75 261.65 264.45
JSWENERGY
69.70
70.50
69.50
69.85
CEATLTD
1250.00 1272.00 1248.00 1264.15
COROMANDEL 465.95
465.95 456.40 460.85
CHENNPETRO 269.90
269.90 264.95 267.35
TATAGLOBAL
214.00
214.85 212.50 213.85
M&MFIN
460.00
461.25 455.00 459.20
FSL
47.60
47.60
46.80
47.10
CHOLAFIN
1196.95 1208.00 1186.20 1193.40
APOLLOTYRE
222.00
227.80 222.00 227.10
KANSAINER
450.60
452.90 442.70 449.45
INDHOTEL
141.95
143.45 141.10 141.65
MARICO
385.00
389.00 383.65 387.55
SPARC
188.00
188.50 186.30 188.15
KPIT
207.60
209.00 204.20 205.65
TATAINVEST
862.05
864.00 853.05 855.30
JAMNAAUTO
61.90
62.75
61.75
61.90
IDFC
43.20
43.70
42.50
43.00
VOLTAS
536.15
542.55 533.90 538.75
NAVINFLUOR
683.90
695.05 674.00 675.25
GSPL
170.55
172.25 168.95 169.90
NHPC
26.05
26.05
25.40
25.60
OIL
176.90
176.90 173.70 174.20
POWERGRID
196.70
197.00 195.10 196.10
LALPATHLAB
948.00
985.40 940.40 968.35
NATCOPHARM* 685.00
694.15 681.25 685.55
JKTYRE
102.15
102.50 101.30 101.65
PIIND
866.30
868.00 853.00 854.45
INDIANB
251.95
255.25 251.00 251.95
SYNDIBANK
40.75
41.05
40.10
40.50
WESTLIFE
384.50
393.00 381.40 391.25
HINDCOPPER
49.30
49.60
49.10
49.20
ASHOKA
133.50
134.80 129.00 132.60
PERSISTENT
565.00
569.50 562.00 564.90
ALBK
46.25
46.45
45.50
45.80
TATAMETALI
637.00
650.00 637.00 646.45
CUMMINSIND 856.25
861.85 850.65 854.10
AJANTPHARM 1163.95 1170.80 1151.00 1163.25
CANFINHOME 274.75
280.00 273.50 275.95
SADBHAV
222.10
228.50 213.90 226.00
EXIDEIND
257.00
263.15 257.00 261.40
VGUARD
205.40
207.95 205.25 206.85
GET&D
296.00
315.00 296.00 311.85
VINATIORGA 1630.70 1636.45 1587.00 1600.35
TATACOFFEE
97.50
99.25
97.20
98.75
TATACHEM
695.25
702.00 695.20 700.30
RAJESHEXPO
577.15
577.15 566.00 569.00
DENABANK
14.00
14.00
13.70
13.75
GODREJIND
539.65
544.85 520.25 543.55
PHOENIXLTD
580.00
581.00 552.70 572.40
PARAGMILK
242.05
244.75 241.50 242.00
KEI
360.00
362.00 355.85 358.20
BBTC
1301.70 1305.95 1290.00 1292.65
IRB
156.85
159.55 156.20 157.65
CENTURYTEX
898.90
900.20 885.10 890.70
MAHINDCIE
241.00
242.90 238.95 240.95
BERGEPAINT
323.50
327.10 321.75 324.25
CENTURYPLY
174.00
186.30 174.00 184.15
SJVN
25.15
25.60
24.75
24.80
QUESS
724.80
735.00 702.00 730.45
SUPREMEIND 1045.20 1082.00 1045.15 1074.85
WELSPUNIND
61.05
61.75
60.85
61.25
REPCOHOME
423.00
428.40 414.30 418.35
IGL
266.40
267.85 265.05 266.35
TIINDIA
334.90
339.60 323.05 324.95
IFCI
14.60
14.84
14.55
14.68
GUJFLUORO
945.05
965.50 941.40 949.85
DCMSHRIRAM 360.10
360.10 348.80 354.30
GREAVESCOT
121.00
122.55 120.75 122.10
BAJAJHLDNG 3014.70 3025.00 2963.00 2976.65
SHOPERSTOP
503.10
527.50 502.00 525.35
IBULISL
311.00
336.90 311.00 336.90
MEGH
56.95
57.55
56.00
56.20
ABB
1296.00 1309.00 1295.95 1299.70
CASTROLIND
150.00
151.20 149.40 150.65
MINDAIND
349.70
349.70 313.00 315.90
J&KBANK
37.00
37.10
36.55
36.75

HAL
782.20
DISHTV
39.25
UCOBANK
21.10
LEMONTREE
69.20
GUJALKALI
531.00
AIAENG
1660.00
PTC
92.00
TV18BRDCST
37.65
JINDALSAW
81.10
DBCORP
183.10
HINDZINC
270.15
MMTC
28.95
EIDPARRY
225.05
MGL
899.05
HONAUT
21896.20
SHK
172.00
GRANULES
90.20
MOIL
167.20
GICRE
262.95
MINDACORP
151.00
SONATSOFTW 303.40
LAKSHVILAS
77.55
TRITURBINE
112.90
MHRIL
204.40
PFIZER
2741.15
IEX
163.40
ABBOTINDIA 7994.35
TIMKEN
590.00
REDINGTON
85.15
NAVKARCORP
50.80
MOTILALOFS
692.25
CARBORUNIV
365.00
VMART
2362.25
GHCL
246.00
ITDCEM
118.70
MAHLIFE
391.00
HSCL
129.50
VBL
819.00
ITDC
318.75
SYMPHONY
1124.85
TRENT
350.00
MRF
66198.90
BAJAJELEC
484.90
SCI
45.35
VIJAYABANK
49.50
SWANENERGY
98.60
ALLCARGO
109.40
GUJGAS
663.00
JKLAKSHMI
300.00
IPCALAB
788.95
CYIENT
604.05
DCAL
243.05
PRESTIGE
228.00
BOSCHLTD
19569.00
NESCO
481.00
GPPL
94.80
NBVENTURES
116.60
CROMPTON
230.00
PRSMJOHNSN
82.70
CARERATING
989.95
ISEC
266.95
GLAXO
1440.55
MAHABANK
15.20
GODFRYPHLP
905.95
EMAMILTD
421.00
CUB
192.10
SOMANYCERA 364.90
FORTIS
138.80
RAMCOCEM
618.65
APLAPOLLO
1109.50
DEEPAKNI
220.00
EVEREADY
181.15
MAXINDIA
85.45
CAPPL
383.65
GSKCONS
7500.00
OFSS
3577.00
TEJASNET
216.95
JAGRAN
118.60
TNPL
238.30
WELCORP
134.95
TAKE
149.00
NIACL
179.00
GODREJAGRO
496.40
UFLEX
266.55
SCHNEIDER
98.90
SHREECEM
16302.80
ENDURANCE 1210.50
BDL
285.00
ANDHRABANK
29.80
ADVENZYMES 173.15
RELAXO
737.85
INDOSTAR
351.00
INOXWIND
76.00
MANPASAND
84.85
BALMLAWRIE
196.00
EIHOTEL
188.05
SUNDRMFAST
520.00
GDL
117.95
AEGISLOG
209.10
PGHH
9971.00
THERMAX
1123.75
ZENSARTECH
232.40
LAXMIMACH 5700.05
GREENPLY
141.20
TIMETECHNO 100.70
JSL
32.80
CORPBANK
28.95
SKFINDIA
1935.00
KRBL
291.30

787.60
40.00
21.20
70.60
535.50
1702.50
92.50
38.20
82.10
183.10
277.15
29.30
228.35
902.75
22064.25
181.40
91.50
167.90
265.50
152.00
303.75
80.65
115.40
214.75
2761.00
166.00
8199.00
608.00
86.20
51.00
693.80
369.00
2376.85
250.00
118.85
396.00
130.00
825.00
323.20
1144.25
355.00
66890.00
493.20
46.25
49.80
100.95
111.00
675.00
301.95
788.95
608.85
244.60
229.85
19723.50
481.00
95.00
116.65
231.40
88.50
1014.00
269.10
1493.75
15.29
908.45
425.50
194.85
378.00
140.35
631.10
1109.50
223.65
182.50
85.50
384.90
7542.30
3669.00
221.50
118.60
240.50
135.00
150.00
182.00
499.80
271.65
100.00
16595.00
1219.00
291.30
29.95
175.00
759.85
356.15
76.75
85.75
198.85
189.10
526.70
121.00
211.00
10060.55
1156.05
235.40
5769.35
145.00
102.00
33.00
29.05
1948.75
297.30

777.00 778.95
39.25
39.70
20.70
20.80
67.70
70.35
526.45 529.30
1660.00 1690.70
89.95
91.60
37.65
38.10
80.50
80.75
175.50 177.45
270.15 275.10
28.50
28.90
222.05 225.15
894.20 899.75
21896.20 21905.05
171.30 178.05
89.60
90.15
166.50 166.90
260.40 262.05
149.30 150.55
297.00 297.60
75.90
79.30
112.45 113.05
204.40 213.85
2715.10 2752.10
160.00 160.70
7994.35 8092.55
588.00 589.05
82.30
83.10
49.90
50.15
683.00 689.85
363.00 367.45
2287.95 2294.75
243.25 246.35
116.20 117.35
375.70 389.30
128.65 129.55
812.65 818.15
310.00 314.05
1123.05 1128.25
346.10 353.90
65747.20 66550.55
484.90 490.45
45.00
45.10
49.00
49.20
97.55
99.90
108.90 110.55
656.00 671.75
289.90 294.45
775.45 777.00
603.00 605.35
237.55 240.15
217.75 220.65
19349.75 19666.95
471.20 477.85
92.60
93.55
114.90 115.10
227.40 229.05
82.70
88.00
980.70 1010.60
256.00 267.05
1438.00 1479.95
15.06
15.14
885.05 890.15
420.00 422.20
191.20 191.95
359.10 368.50
138.80 140.15
618.65 629.05
1096.00 1099.35
220.00 222.25
180.00 181.50
84.00
85.05
376.05 378.30
7451.00 7496.50
3572.85 3644.00
215.50 220.50
115.00 115.30
231.50 239.00
133.50 133.90
148.20 149.30
178.50 178.85
496.40 498.95
266.55 267.95
98.55
99.10
16302.80 16455.15
1200.50 1207.20
284.25 287.60
29.50
29.55
169.20 171.95
735.80 758.15
350.00 355.35
74.00
74.65
84.25
85.60
194.55 197.15
186.00 187.70
515.00 516.75
116.00 116.95
204.00 207.80
9940.10 9951.20
1123.75 1147.85
232.15 234.10
5700.00 5757.95
138.30 143.50
100.05 100.40
32.65
32.75
28.35
28.75
1931.75 1944.65
290.55 292.80

NILKAMAL
1449.40 1454.05 1438.00 1444.20
ATUL
3448.00 3479.00 3442.75 3474.10
IOB
14.56
14.82
14.55
14.63
AKZOINDIA
1765.40 1765.40 1735.00 1739.75
ZYDUSWELL
1314.80 1344.45 1314.75 1329.90
SANOFI
6289.95 6297.95 6200.00 6221.70
TTKPRESTIG
7537.65 7612.45 7520.00 7564.80
INOXLEISUR
252.00
252.10 249.15 249.75
SUPRAJIT
222.90
222.90 214.95 218.20
JYOTHYLAB
205.00
205.00 201.95 202.15
FINOLEXIND
541.15
541.15 531.30 536.80
ADANIGREEN
40.70
41.05
40.45
40.75
KALPATPOWR 379.05
384.00 378.30 382.05
FORBESCO
2220.00 2250.00 2200.00 2235.90
GMDCLTD
87.80
88.55
87.25
87.60
GULFOILLUB
834.00
841.45 830.00 836.85
TVSSRICHAK
2456.00 2489.00 2431.30 2450.30
HATSUN
675.95
685.50 671.60 682.85
RNAM
157.10
157.80 156.05 156.60
THOMASCOOK 233.85
235.20 232.85 234.75
APLLTD
595.00
595.00 588.95 591.00
SHRIRAMCIT 1575.40 1624.00 1575.40 1607.60
KPRMILL
535.05
536.00 532.00 533.70
ERIS
685.15
686.00 671.05 674.90
TIFHL
470.00
478.00 462.00 474.80
HERITGFOOD
528.20
528.35 520.95 521.95
WABCOINDIA 6396.35 6505.05 6390.00 6486.00
MAGMA
108.55
108.75 106.55 107.50
KNRCON
212.55
217.20 210.30 216.15
ASTERDM
163.50
163.50 159.20 162.10
COFFEEDAY
267.85
268.00 266.00 266.95
ISGEC
5030.00 5049.00 4960.20 4990.45
ALKEM
1984.75 1984.95 1953.75 1973.25
FLFL
390.00
398.35 388.55 391.75
JKCEMENT
705.50
718.00 702.80 708.85
HIMATSEIDE
211.00
213.00 209.35 210.85
NETWORK18
40.10
40.10
39.80
39.90
ECLERX
1045.00 1084.00 1045.00 1076.70
BLUESTARCO
615.30
618.70 606.80 610.80
GALAXYSURF 1215.10 1215.10 1192.00 1196.00
FINCABLES
449.25
450.00 448.35 449.10
GEPIL
809.90
822.35 809.90 819.55
CENTRUM
35.55
35.75
35.05
35.25
JBCHEPHARM
301.50
303.35 300.00 302.00
SHARDACROP
298.95
300.00 292.90 299.35
TVTODAY
369.90
369.90 366.00 368.15
FDC
175.00
176.70 172.90 173.40
LAURUSLABS
375.00
376.45 373.00 375.10
ORIENTCEM
80.25
80.50
77.50
78.45
NH
206.30
210.00 203.05 206.10
DHANUKA
422.45
425.45 420.00 421.25
BAYERCROP
4239.00 4239.00 4202.00 4212.65
3MINDIA
20378.00 20882.00 20378.00 20680.65
ESSELPRO
107.75
107.75 105.40 107.40
BIRLACORPN
565.05
571.00 565.00 566.15
SUDARSCHEM 354.75
354.75 345.75 347.10
MONSANTO
2620.00 2637.50 2581.00 2593.85
SHILPAMED
387.25
387.25 381.00 381.35
VTL
1088.25 1095.00 1085.05 1087.05
CRISIL
1650.00 1654.00 1634.75 1638.25
TEAMLEASE
2763.00 2850.35 2763.00 2821.20
SCHAEFFLER
5685.60 5700.00 5666.75 5672.60
MAHLOG
501.80
508.40 494.30 506.95
ASAHIINDIA
255.10
256.50 255.00 255.00
THYROCARE
549.60
550.00 547.00 549.40
NAVNETEDUL 106.10
109.50 105.10 109.05
CCL
266.05
269.60 266.00 268.65
KIOCL
147.30
152.95 147.25 149.70
ELGIEQUIP
251.80
251.80 249.00 250.65
BASF
1517.50 1529.05 1517.50 1521.65
GILLETTE
6492.50 6499.00 6475.00 6494.15
BLUEDART
3297.00 3310.00 3253.00 3290.50
HEIDELBERG
148.90
150.35 148.65 149.05
GRINDWELL
554.70
555.00 550.00 553.70
CERA
2612.35 2630.00 2599.80 2623.05
STARCEMENT
103.00
103.00 101.00 101.50
PNCINFRA
147.15
147.50 146.40 147.45
SUPPETRO
199.00
199.00 197.50 197.90
APARINDS
629.80
630.05 622.40 627.10
SOLARINDS
1045.65 1054.00 1045.65 1050.85
SIS
760.35
763.45 755.00 762.75
JCHAC
1816.00 1816.00 1742.50 1758.80
SFL
1360.00 1375.00 1334.10 1367.50
RATNAMANI
919.80
919.85 902.00 902.00
IFBIND
830.30
840.80 828.25 836.40
SUNCLAYLTD 3384.00 3400.00 3380.00 3400.00
LAOPALA
216.30
216.55 216.25 216.40
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our women held a topless
F
protest in Sydney on
Thursday to support runaway
Saudi
woman
Rahaf
Mohammed Alqunun, as
Australia began considering
her bid to settle in the country
as a refugee.
Alqunun
was
on
Wednesday deemed a refugee
by the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, after being
detained in Bangkok en route
to Australia.
The 18-year-old publicised
her case via social media after
barricading herself in her
Bangkok hotel room, saying
she feared for her safety if sent
back to her family in Saudi
Arabia. In downtown Sydney
on Thursday morning, four
women, dressed only in jeans
and calling themselves the
Secret Sisterhood, protested
outside the building housing
the Saudi Consulate, calling on
Australia to grant Alqunun
residency.
With “Secret Sisterhood”

³FTSTRXSTSc^V^c^_[Tbb
QTRPdbTfTQT[XTeTP[[
f^\T]bW^d[SQTPQ[Tc^
Tg_aTbbcWT\bT[eTbUaTT[h
P]SbPUT[hP]SfTfP]cTS
c^bT]SP\TbbPVTc^
APWPUcWPcfTRP]PRcdP[[h
S^cWPcX]0dbcaP[XPcWPc
f^\T]RP]PRcdP[[hQT
UaTTP]SbPUT´
written on their backs, the
women held placards with
messages including “Let her in,”
‘’Rahaf Sisterhood Hero” and
“All women free + safe.”
Secret
Sisterhood
founder Jacquie Love said the
protest was held to urge the
Australian government to
recognise Alqunun’s plight, and
that of oppressed women
everywhere.
“We are here to encourage
them to let her in,” Love said.
“She’s been recognised by
the UN as a refugee so we
believe the Australian government needs to step up, recog-

nise her plight and recognise
what she’s gone through, and
she could be an icon for the rest
of the world that women
shouldn’t be oppressed and
they should be fleeing countries
that they are oppressed in.”
“We decided to go topless
because we believe all women
should be able to express themselves freely and safely and we
wanted to send a message to
Rahaf that we can actually do
that in Australia, that women
can actually be free and safe,”
Love said.
Secret Sisterhood has also
set up a GoFundMe account,
which had raised USD 2,290
dollars for Alqunun by
Thursday morning.
Alqunun’s case has highlighted the cause of women’s
rights in Saudi Arabia.
Several female Saudis fleeing
abuse by their families have
been caught trying to seek
asylum abroad in recent years
and returned home.
Human rights activists say
many more similar cases will
have gone unreported.
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ustralia’s foreign minister
Marise Payne met her Thai
counterpart on Thursday, as
her country appeared poised to
offer to asylum to a young
Saudi woman who fled her
family to Thailand in a drama
relayed in real-time over
Twitter.
Rahaf Mohammed alQunun’s attempt to flee the
ultra-conservative kingdom
has become a cause celebre for
rights groups since the 18year-old landed in Bangkok
from Kuwait over the weekend.
Thai authorities had threatened to deport her but with the
help of activists, diplomats and
a hastily opened Twitter
account Qunun launched an
impassioned campaign for asylum.
As global interest surged,
Thai authorities backed down
from the deportation threat,
handing her into the care of the
UN refugee agency (UNHCR)
in Bangkok, which has urged
Australia to offer resettlement.

Payne’s scheduled visit
comes after Canberra dropped
strong hints it would accept
Qunun.
Australia on Wednesday
said the UNHCR had studied
her case and designated her as
a legitimate refugee.
Qunun alleges abuse by her
family, while rights groups also
said she had renounced Islam,
risking prosecution in conservative Saudi Arabia.
Her father, who denies
mistreating her, will remain in
Bangkok “until he knows
which country she is going to”,
Thailand’s immigration police
chief Surachate Hakparn told
reporters Thursday.
The Saudi embassy in
Bangkok has said it did not
demand the teenager’s deportation and that the case was a
family affair. Saudi Arabia has
come under fire since the murder of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi in the country’s
consulate in Istanbul last year.
In a statement ahead of her
trip, Payne did not mention
Qunun’s case.
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orth Korean leader Kim
Jong Un expressed “concern” about the deadlock in
denuclearisation discussions in
his talks with Chinese President
Xi Jinping, Pyongyang’s state
media reported on Thursday.
Kim “raised concern about
the impasse created in the
process of improving US-DPRK
ties and in denuclearisation
talks”, the official KCNA news
agency said.
Kim said Pyongyang’s
“basic position of pursuing a
peaceful resolution through
dialogue remains unchanged”, it
added.
China is the North’s main
diplomatic backer and key
trade partner, whose forces
were
instrumental
in
fighting for it during the 195053 Korean War.
According to KCNA,
Beijing issued a ringing
endorsement of the North’s
position.

5LJKWVJURXSGHPDQGVWULDORIQHZ6UL
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global rights group has demanded the international prosecution
of Sri Lanka's new Army Chief
Major General Shavendra Silva over
allegations of war crimes during the
final military battle with the LTTE
militant group in 2009.
The Johannesburg-based
International
Truth
and
Justice Project (ITJP) said Silva was
named by a UN investigation for his
part in commanding the 58 Division
of the army "which was the unit
responsible for repeated and
deliberate attacks on hospitals, food
distribution
queues
and
displacement camps resulting in
tens of thousands of civilian deaths"
towards the end of the three-decade
civil war when the LTTE was final-
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ly crushed.
"Sri Lanka now has a chief of
army staff who risks arrest every time
he travels abroad, if any country is
foolish enough to give him a visa,"
an ITJP release said.
The ITJP said that in 2011, a war

crimes lawsuit was filed against
Silva in New York but had failed
because he enjoyed diplomatic
immunity at the time.
Silva was appointed as Army
chief by President Maithripala
Sirisena on Wednesday.
Considered an outstanding military officer, Silva was the youngest
in the Sri Lankan Army to become
a major general.
The UN Human Rights Council
resolutions have called for accountability over alleged war crimes in the
final 2009 battle blamed on both the
LTTE and the military. The military
has denied the allegations.
The war crimes accusations
include bombing of hospitals, blocking humanitarian aid convoys,
bombing civilians and murdering
those who had surrendered.
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ran’s president says the country will soon send two new
satellites into orbit using Iranmade rockets.
Hassan Rouhani said on
Thursday the launch will happen “soon, in the coming
weeks.”
Iran typically displays
achievements in its space program in February, during the
anniversary of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.
Iran has sent several
short-lived satellites into orbit
over the past decade, and in
2013 launched a monkey into
space.
The US and its allies
worry the same satellitelaunching technology could
be used to develop long-range
missiles.
The US has said Iran’s
plans for sending satellites into
orbit demonstrate its defiance
of a UN Security Council
resolution calling on Iran
to undertake no activity related to ballistic missiles capable
of delivering nuclear weapons.
Iran insists the launches do
not violate the resolution.

rebel drone hit Yemen’s largest air
base on Thursday, killing six loyalist soldiers during a military parade in
an attack which threatens to hamper
UN-led peace efforts.
At talks in Sweden last month, the
UN brokered several agreements
between Huthi rebels and the Saudibacked government seen as the best
chance of ending nearly four years of
devastating conflict. The Shiite Huthi
rebels said they carried out the strike on
Al-Anad air base, in government-held
Lahij province some 60 kilometres north
of Yemen’s second city Aden.
At least 12 people were wounded,

including top commanders, according to
medics at Ibn Khaldoun hospital in the
provincial capital Huta.
Footage of the attack showed a drone
exploding over a podium around which
dozens of military personnel were standing. Soldiers scrambled to carry wounded comrades to military vehicles, while
a man holding a camera bled on the
ground.
An AFP correspondent at the scene
said journalists were among the wounded. Originally built by the then Soviet
Union during the Cold War, Al-Anad
served as the headquarters for US troops
overseeing a long-running drone war
against Al-Qaeda until March 2014,
when it was overrun by the Huthis.

$IJKDQRIILFLDOV7DOLEDQ
DWWDFNVNLOOSROLFHPHQ
0?Q :01D;

fficials say a wave of Taliban attacks
in western and northern
O
Afghanistan the previous day has killed
21 members of the country’s security
forces. Jamshed Shahabi, spokesman
for the governor in western Badghis
province, says the insurgents overran outposts there, killing six policemen.
Council member Shamsul Haq
Baeakzai in northern Baghlan province
says seven members of the local police

force were killed there, also on
Wednesday.
And in northern Takhar province,
council member Ruhollah Raufi says
eight policemen were gunned down.
The attacks left another 23 members
of the security forces wounded. The
Taliban have claimed responsibility for
all the attacks. The insurgents carry out
near-daily attacks on Afghan troops,
inflicting heavy loses. In response, the
Government in Kabul no longer releases official casualty figures.

³GX9X]_X]VbPXScWPccWT
[TVXcX\PcTXbbdTbaPXbTSQh
cWT3?A:PaTaXVWcUd[
ST\P]SbP]ScWPcWTUd[[h
PVaTTbcWPccWT3?A:´b
aTPb^]PQ[TX]cTaTbcb
bW^d[SQTYdbc[haTb^[eTS´
“Xi Jinping said that the
legitimate issues raised by the
DPRK are rightful demands
and that he fully agrees that the
DPRK’s reasonable interests
should be justly resolved,” it said.
It added that Xi accepted an
invitation by Kim to visit the
North “at a convenient time”
and “informed him of related
plans”.
It would be Xi’s first trip to
Pyongyang since he took power
in 2012. But it is not the first
time Pyongyang has said Xi has
accepted such an invitation -- it
did so in March last year after
Kim went to Beijing for the first
time as leader, but Xi has yet to
make a return journey.
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C^d[^dbT5aP]RT)CfT]chcf^
_T^_[TfTaTX]YdaTScf^
bTaX^db[hfWT]PUXaTbfT_c
cWa^dVWP]P_Pac\T]cQdX[SX]V
X]cWTb^dcWfTbcTa]5aT]RWRXch
^UC^d[^dbTcWTUXaTbTaeXRTc^[S
05?^]CWdabSPh?Pac^UcWT
U^dabc^aThQdX[SX]VR^[[P_bTS
P]SVdTbcbUa^\P]TXVWQ^daX]V
W^cT[fTaTP[b^TePRdPcTSbPXS
UXaT[XTdcT]P]cR^[^]T[Bh[ePX]
6TaVPdS°CWTUXaTb_aTPSeTah
`dXRZ[hcWa^dVWcWT[XUcbWXUc±WT
bPXSCf^UXaT\T]fTaTP\^]V
cWTRPbdP[cXTb
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]XVWcX]PfX]S^f[TbbWdcPb
_Pac^UPQP]]TS_aPRcXRTcWPc
R^]bXSTabf^\T]d]c^dRWPQ[T
SdaX]V\T]bcadPcX^]PRR^aSX]V
c^P\TSXPaT_^acCWTX]RXST]c
WP__T]TSX]=T_P[³b1PYdaP
SXbcaXRcfWT]0\QP1^W^aP
fW^fPb^]cWTU^dacWSPh^U
WTa_TaX^S^]CdTbSPh]XVWc
WPSSX]]TafXcWWTacf^b^]b
PVTS(P]S !P]S[PcTafT]cc^
cWTWdcc^b[TT_fXcWPUXaT]TPa
c^ZTT_cWTWdcfPa\cWT
:PcW\P]Sd?^bcaT_^acTS
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id you know an average T-shirt uses 400 to
600 gallons of water to
be produced? Or that
a pair of jeans uses
uses 1,800 gallons of water? Or that
the fashion industry uses at least
1,600 chemicals during their dyeing processes? That the industry is
the world’s second largest polluter,
after oil, and what perhaps is the
most shocking, is its impact —
improbably high and far-reaching.
The more you research about
the way fashion is produced and
consumed, the more alarming are
the numbers and a concern for the
environment.
Sustainability in fashion is an
issue that is increasingly becoming
an important concern. One such
initiative is by the Lakme Fashion
Week, March 2019, that aims to
introduce circular fashion as a concept aimed to reduce waste that
goes into landfills and increase the
lifespan, reusability and recyclability of the products created. It creates fashion just the way it is, however causing the least harm to the
environment.
As it honours eight fashion
entrepreneurs from across the
country, for their approach towards
sustainable fashion, four of them,
— Pozruh by Aiman Sabri, Bareek
by Aman Singh, Lifaffa by Kanika
Ahuja and Doodlage by Kriti Tula
— talk about their design compositions and principles.
>554?6CECD19>12<5
61C89?>
While Kanika puts more
emphasis on the need to think
about raw materials and labour
policies that the fashion industry
follows in order to understand if
they are really following an ethical
supply chain, Kriti urges upon the
need “to start working together to
create alternate economies with
new age brands thinking locally
and selling globally.” She says that
this would begin right from the
working upon the raw materials
that is used, energy that is consumed, and also “how that energy
is produced all the way to the packaging and delivering of the product.”
She believes that sustainability cannot be achieved by simply
introducing a new fabric in a limited collection. She says, “It must
be rooted in the DNA of the
brand and communicated with this
entirety to the consumer.”
Her designs, inspired by subcultures from around the world,
Aiman believes that more than the
consumers, designers have the
foremost responsibility to create
sustainable trends to follow, as they
“have the ability and power to do

A
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it.”
Aman, who takes inspiration
from beaches and the Basilican
architecture in Goa, for his designs,
says, “Some times there is a need
of taking a step back in order to
move forward.” He believes that the
industry and its patrons are evolving, and people are consuming
consciously. “We are becoming
more aware of the textile industry
and its impact on the environment.
It’s high time we all started thinking before we buy or before we
make,” says he.
<??;9>71D1<D5B>1D5
B1G=1D5B91<C
From recycling discarded fabrics from t-shirts, end of the line
material from local scrap dealers,
to reusing wires, waste bags as textures and patterns, with eco-friendly dyeing and printing, Aiman also
uses waste cuttings from post pro-

ll the luxury car brands in India
have declared their sales figures for
2018; and sales in the luxury car
segment are reflective of the sales figures
in the overall car market in India for
2018. That is, described in a single
word, tepid. But, while the overall car
market in 2018 has been slow, one reason for that seems to be because sales
tend to go slow and even fall in pre-election years. Long story short, sales in 2018
for the leading brands were the following. Mercedes-Benz, 15,538; BMW (with
MINI) 11,105; Audi, 6,463; Jaguar-Land
Rover, 4,579 and Volvo, 2,638. Throw in
the few hundred cars sold by the likes of
Porsche, Ferrari and other supercar
makers and ultra-luxury brands such as
Bentley, in and overall sales of luxury
brands in India would touch around
40,000 units. If you throw in sales of all
cars that exceed C30 lakh in value, sales
would touch around 50,000 or so cars
— a very small proportion of the overall car market in India of three million.
Some might say that this is because
Indians are prudent car buyers, which
is a pity and is reflective of the overall
Indian economy. And the comparison I
will make is with China, all three German
luxury car brands sold over 600,000 cars
each in China in 2018. To put that bluntly, it means that each luxury car brand
sells more cars in China every month
than the entire industry sells annually in
India. And that has meant that most carmakers are not just manufacturing in
China, often in multiple locations, but are
also designing cars for China, aspects of
the new BMW 3-series that was reviewed
last month in this column are clearly
designed for the Chinese market. With
China accounting for one-third of sales
for all major brands and almost all their

duction. She believes that using
natural dyed organic cotton and
handloom fabrics are the first
steps to giving fashion an organic
touch.
She says, “The concept of circularity as the base of a brand
makes it the most exquisite. We are
not just making products for its
appeal but equally considering
the environmental changes that it
could create.”
Waste could be anything. It’s
about you making use of it. Aman
makes the best of waste by collecting waste plastic from the
beaches in Goa. He explains, “We
use khadi, GOTS-certified organic cotton, naturally-dyed handlooms as well as other dead stock
handloom cotton fabrics that are
made by under-utilised craft clusters from different parts of the
country. We are also experimenting with recycled PET yarn derived

²<0BB?A>3D28=6
502C>A84B
38B20A3<0BB8E4
@D0=C8C84B>5
501A82C><44C
C74=443>5
50BC?0243
?A>3D2C8>=
C74B40A4
A4942C435>A
B<0;;F40E8=6
34542CBBC08=B
2>;>DA
E0A80C8>=B?>BC
2DCC8=60=3
BC8C278=6F0BC4³

from waste plastic bottles.”
The designer believes that
packaging has a lot to do with
organic fashion, and hence incorporates seed paper tags and recycled packaging for his collection.
Owner of Doodlage, Kriti
who started eight years back is
usually inspired by the fabric itself
while creating her collection.
Taking the example of a young girl
or a flower, all her designs and silhouettes have a hint of delicate
lace. She points out that three key
raw materials — cotton, nylon and
polyester — make use of all extensive natural resources and are
extremely polluting to the environment.
For her, “it was always sustainability as her first subject. I
knew if I ever conceptualise my
label, it would always begin from
finding an alternate raw material.”
She says that it’s mostly “factory waste” that she works with.
“Mass-producing factories discard massive quantities of fabric to
meet the need of fast-paced production. These are rejected for
small weaving defects, stains,
colour variations, post cutting
and stitching waste and is also
available as end-of-line fabrics. But
there are a lot of resources that go
into producing these fabrics even
if the cost of fabrics is low enough.
We explore ways to produce short
feasible collections using this
waste. It is used to make textures
for our home and bags collection
and the last bits are used to create
paper which is used to make our
constant collection,” she explains.
For Kanika, the influences
are her parents, who have had been
working for sustainable environment since years. Through a number of researches and experiments, she says, they came up with
an invention of fabric made of
plastic waste, Handmade Recycled
Plastic (HRP). She explains, “HRP
is a great alternative to leather and
being a fashion enthusiast, we
started designing accessories from
it.”
She has also used recycled
plastic fabrics, that she says
accounts for 85 per cent of her collection. “It is the PET fabric and
our own HRP fabric. We have also
used woven jacquard from recycled textiles, crochet of recycled
textiles thread and fabric made
from hemp,” she informs.
;55@9>7E@G9D8
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Who says organic doesn’t
include style? The four designers
have very different approaches
when it comes to combining international style, Western silhou-

ettes with Indian aesthetics of
fashion.
Kanika collaborates with a
group of Afghani refugee women
in India, who are skilled in traditional handicrafts. She says that
through this they also try to build
a new life for themselves and their
children by launching a new brand
called Akseer. “We have incorporated traditional Afghani embroidery in our designs to blend tradition while using futuristic materials to create sustainable fashion,”
says she.
Kriti believes that with online
shopping and social media, even
though there’s not much of a difference left between fashion patterns of India and other international cultures, she uses “Indian
embroideries, fabric weaves and
embellishments and then blends
them with Western silhouettes.”
While Aiman prefers handwork and embroidery techniques,
for Aman, bringing together the
best of Indian craft and local
design influences, fusing it with
classic silhouettes works best.
D85B97?B?EC3?=@5D9D9?>
As the Circular Design
Challenge (CDC) saw 900 registrations from over 30 cities in
India, the selection process has
been a highly competitive one. Of
the eight finalists, the awardee will
be felicitated with C20 lakh cash
prize.
The designers were required to
incorporate circular components
across the textile value chain in
their design through the application of circular-design principles
and demonstrate a positive impact
on the environment and on society. They were evaluated and
scored on usage of waste in their
collection, fashion and aesthetic
quotient, business viability/scalability, value chain and collaborations.
Aiman, who has been a master in sustainable fashion, says that
she has been in tune with the concept. For her, “it was not difficult
to achieve the goal since my application was already aligned with her
thoughts and the concept.” The
award would mean the perfect
boost for her label.
Aman says that a lot of refinement and chiseling went through
it before getting a “watertight
concept” for CDC. He says that
whether he wins the contest or not,
he is “elated that the next generation of designers and textile companies alike are focussing on craft,
sustainability and bringing circularity to the fore. For me, that’s
already a win.”
Kanika, who is excited to be a
part of the cohort of eight designers at the LFW, says that her vision
had always been to bring sustainable materials to the forefront in
contemporary and wearable
designs. “To show that sustainable
materials can be as mainstream
and way cooler than traditional
materials was what I dreamt of,”
she says, adding that her vision has
already been validated by being in
the top eight shortlists.
“If I win, it would bring the
recycled fabrics that we have created to a global forefront. It would
also mean a lot more investment
that we can put into our R&D
efforts to create more recycled and
sustainable fabrics which we
believe to be the future of fashion,”
says she.
Kriti also shares the same
vision of making circular fashion
“possible and more accessible.” She
believes that such an award is a
first-of-its-kind as it recognises the
need for circular fashion and its
impact.
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growth, little wonder.
It is a sign of India’s lack of leverage
and the fact that luxury cars are still considered a sin, that India’s economy is still
driven by a very strange way of looking
at wealth. A couple of years ago, prices
of luxury cars had dropped when new
taxes under GST came down. This was

CWTUPRccWPc[dgdahRPab
PaTbcX[[R^]bXSTaTSPbX]
X]8]SXPXbQTRPdbTcWT
R^d]cah´bTR^]^\hXbbcX[[
SaXeT]QhPeTahbcaP]VT
fPh^U[^^ZX]VPcfTP[cW

a positive thing, despite taxes falling marginally, sales increases were disproportionately large. There is a pent-up
demand for luxury brands in India but
with insane levels of taxation both excise
and GST, it has been impossible to lift up
demand.
For even a second, I do not doubt

that driving luxury vehicles in India
sometimes seems incongruous. Driving
a Mercedes-Benz S-Class through the
bylanes of Noida, where there is poverty staring at you in your face, is a blatant
display of the wealth gap in India. But one
thing has to be remembered — protectionist policies and povertarianism do not
work until you can generate more wealth
to distribute. Successful India will want
luxury cars to show off their wealth, they
do not care about the optics of it all to
outsiders and if you have made your
money you should be able to display it,
if it is through a car, good for you. And
the government should make money on
this car, but tempering the amount of
money they make will only serve to
increase demand and thus may make the
brands set up proper manufacturing
bases in India, not just factories that put
the cars together like a Lego kit, all the
pieces shipped in from Europe, America
or even China.
Just look at China, all the major
brands are manufacturing there, China’s
auto industry is taking a lead in new technologies such as battery-electric vehicles
and hybrids and more. Of course, I do
not expect duties on luxury cars to come
down and the thinking of politicians to
change overnight, but maybe now it
is high time that it does.
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hat makes for a perfect evening
after getting done with a heavy
bag of tasks at workplace? An
enduring meal, isn’t it? So we head
to a place hoping that it fits in our
cravings. As we walked towards Connaught Place
looking for it, we came across a British-inspired
gastro pub, House of Commons. In keeping with
its name, the long rectangular space reminds one
of the lower house of the British Parliament. But
truth be told, there’s nothing British about the food,
or a colonial fusion, but just a saleable mish-mash
that goes by the label of multi-cuisine —
Continental, Mediterranean and Indian cuisines,
coupled with drinks and live music.
On a Wednesday night, when the temperatures
were hovering around 14 degrees, we quickly
retreated in the comfy ambience of the place. We
entered and found the best table around the corner where a flickering lamp kept exactly on its right
gave the room a cosy lived-in air, exactly the way
we wanted.

HOC has a casual vibe with red sofas and
wooden tables. The walls have a brick finish all over
and was showcased with witty frames and quirky
accessories.
Chef Vinay Kumar, who has been in the business for over two decades now, believes in infusing creativity in his culinary art. He said, “The
industry is quite big and every chef has his or her
own taste. So I do not compete with anyone else.
I believe in competing with myselfand my every
dish speaks volumes about that.”
He recommended that before we started with
a full meal, we should induge in some light snacks.
So we ordered cheese and vegetable Spring rolls
that were crisp on the outside and tender inside.
These were served with a sweet red sauce. The dish
had a satisfying combination of fresh flavours and
contrasting textures. Then there was Paalak patta
chaat — made with spinach leaves that were coated with cornflour batter, deep fried and topped with
tamarind chutney, sweet curd as well as some mint
sauce. A sprinkle of bhujiya and chaat masala fur-

ther enhanced the tastes. This one is for the true
chaat lover.
Next, we tried the Hummus falafel with pita
bread. This is a complete platter in itself and the
flavours of the dip were subtle. To accompany this
there was a specially curated cocktail by HOC,
MacDonald Windsor, that added a twist to the
classic cocktail with some vodka, pineaplle,
peach schnapps, blue curacao and orange ice.
Other cocktail worth mentioning is Drunken
tea master — two classy beverages came together to make a great master. It consisted of a rare
combination of vodka, tea, spices, honey and sour
mix.
Non-drinkers also have a variety of mocktails
and shakes to choose from — Tropical Sling, Apple
and Cinnamon Smash, Rose Orchard and many
more.
Can you imagine beer flambe creamy pasta?
It was tossed with parmesan cheese and butter
forming a smooth and rich sauce coating. Indeed,
it turned out to be a pleasant surprise.

Next up was the main course, I went for Dal
makhni, usually cooked with butter and cream
which gives the finished dish a smooth, creamy
texture. Given the addition of butter and cream,
the dish has a rich mouthfeel, with a complex combination of dried and fresh spices and herbs and
just a hint of smokiness. Then there was Himachali
chana paneer ka madra — a quintessential
Himachali dham item, cooked with whole spices
making it flavorful and aromatic. Chef Vinay said
that Madra is generally made with rajma (kidney
beans) or chana (Chickpea) or Black eyed peas but
then there are other variations with paneer.
Chickpeas are cooked in yoghurt based gravy with
roasted raisins, cumin seeds and cloves.This dish
has an extremely simple recipe and has a tangy
and a mildly sweet flavour. We had this with butter naan.
And as they say no matter how stuffed you
are after the main course you always have room
for a little dessert. So to end it on a sweet note, I
had Tiramisu and phirni.
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Once a month, do a little inventory of your most-used ingredients and
make sure you’ve got a good stash of
all of them. Pasta, beans, rice, broth,
canned tomatoes, and fridge staples
like eggs and grated cheese — having
a full inventory saves you last-minute
dashes to the market. Bonus points if
you can stock up when these items are
on sale.
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Buying in the bulk-food aisle definitely saves money, and offers you
some nice whole-food choices. But it
can also save you time once you get it
home. Decant all of your bulk items
— quinoa, lentils, rice, oatmeal — into
containers, preferably clear ones, and
label them. Organize them by category in your cabinets or pantry closet —
for example, whole grains, cereals, baking ingredients. Then when you are
ready for them, there they will be, easy
to find and easy to access. It’s also easy
to see when you are running low on
any of them.
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f you’ve had one of those days, and
you find yourself glancing at the
clock only to discover that it’s
already 5 pm. (What!?) and dinner is
not simmering cheerfully on the stove,
then you may feel like you have limited options. Yes, there is the frozen
meal or take-out route. And sure, you
can still start from scratch, shopping
and cooking and sitting down to eat
late and exhausted. Or, you can brush
up on some little food shopping hacks
that can significantly cut your prep and
cooking time, and get you and your
family to dinner faster.
Here are six tips for the next time
you’re in the supermarket, whether the
dinner clock is ticking or you’re just
paying it forward.
<0:4C74B0;03
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Walk on over to that salad bar and
take a good look at it from an ingredient perspective. So many prepped
foods to choose from! Sliced peppers,
diced onions, cubed zucchini, shredded chicken, cooked beans, washed
baby spinach leaves, broccoli florets .
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a bounty of prepped items, all ready
to turn into a stir fry, vegetable
lasagna, frittata, soup — and sure,
maybe even a salad. And the nice thing
is, you can buy exactly how much of
each item you want.
4G?;>A4>C74A?A42DCF0B743
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Next to the whole fruits and vegetables you can find a section of other
prepped produce, usually uncooked.
Shredded carrots, spiralized sweet
potatoes, peeled garlic, shelled peas,
bags of washed salad lettuces, and so
on. I know I’m not alone when I say
that peeling, seeding and cubing a winter squash at the end of a busy day can
feel like a real obstacle to dinner, but
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a container of peeled, cubed squash is
a game changer.
A>C8BB4A842782:4=14BC
38==4AB0E4A4E4A
Cold, warm right out of the container, or reheated, there are few
supermarket gifts as happy-making as
a rotisserie chicken. Add a salad and
something starchy and you are done.
BUT shred up that meat and you have
a springboard for a bazillion other dinners: chicken salad, quesadillas, enchiladas and burritos, soups, stir fries,
casseroles. I buy a rotisserie chicken
often because I know that it will get me
to some chicken dinner in the coming
days, and usually a different one
every week.
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Yes, you will want a carton of ice
cream and maybe a frozen pizza for
backup, but there are so many ingredients and meal components in the
freezer aisle that can help you get
dinner on the table faster. Frozen
vegetables are of really high quality,
often quite economical, cook up
super quickly, and don’t have to be
defrosted before using. Peas, corn,
edamame — all of these are quick
ways to get vegetables onto the plate
or into a dish. Many now come in
microwavable pouches. Frozen
fruits make quick smoothies; frozen
hash browns aren’t just good with
eggs but also as a pot-pie topping;
and frozen shrimp and fish cook up
in a flash.
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6PYT]STaBX]VWPc1^ZP]2PUT
3TRZ

213?> GB1@ 41D5C
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● 3PcTb) $V\
● 6^PcRWTTbT)&V\
● BcaX_bQPR^]) V\
● <X]c[TPeTb) V\
● FP[]dc) V\
● BcdaShc^^cW_XRZb
<4C7>3
● ?aTWTPc^eT]c^"&$5
● FXcWPb\P[[bWPa_Z]XUT
\PZTPb[XcX]^]TbXST^U
TPRWSPcTP]SaT\^eT
cWT_Xc
● BcdUUPQ^dc cTPb_^^]^U
RWTTbTX]c^cWTRPeXch
● FaP_ !b[XRT^UQPR^]
Pa^d]STPRWSPcT
BTRdaTfXcWPc^^cW_XRZ
● ?[PRT^]PaX\\TSQPZX]V
caPh[X]TSfXcW
_PaRW\T]c_P_TaP]S
QPZTU^a \X]

● AT\^eTUa^\^eT]cda]

TPRW^]T^eTaP]SQPZT
U^aPUdacWTa%'\X]dcTb
AT_TPccWXbbcT_^]T
\^aTcX\T^ad]cX[QPR^]
XbR^^ZTS2^^Z[^]VTaXU
h^d_aTUTaRaXb_XTa
QPR^]
● 3aPX]^]_P_Tac^fT[
2^^[U^a$\X]dcTb
QTU^aTbTaeX]V
● ATUaXVTaPcT[TUc^eTab
2^dacTbh)4gTRdcXeT2WTU
=PaTbW2WX]]XPcCWT
3ad]ZT]1^cP]Xbc

270=3860A7k5A830H k90=D0AH

b_^ac $

! (

5;@<6C92=6ADE2CE2D72G@FC:E6D

4hTX]VaTR^aSbTeT]cWcXc[TPcA^S;PeTa0aT]PF^a[S=^ =^ePZbcPacRP\_PXV]Pbc^_bTTS

05?Q <4;1>DA=4

W

orld number ones
Novak Djokovic and
Simona Halep were

begins her draw against
Slovenia's Polona Hercog and
could meet fifth seed
Wozniacki in the semis.
Japan's Naomi Osaka, the
US Open champion, kicks off
her tournament against
Poland's Magda Linette and is
in line to meet Australia's
Daria Gavrilova round two.

named top seeds on Thursday
for next week's Australian
Open, with 23-time major winner Serena Williams lurking at
16 on the women's side.

Djokovic heads long-time
rival Rafael Nadal and defending champion Roger Federer,
with young-gun Alexander
Zverev seeded four as he targets
a maiden Grand Slam title.
The Serbian world number
one is aiming to make history
by claiming a record seventh
Australian Open crown when
the tournament starts at
Melbourne Park on Monday, as
is Swiss legend Federer.
The pair faces a stern challenge from Zverev, the torchbearer for the next generation
who has so far failed to get
beyond the quarter-finals at
any major.
With world number five
Juan Martin del Potro missing
through injury, South Africa's
Kevin Anderson is elevated to
fifth seed with last year's beaten finalist Marin Cilic at six.

Halep takes the top seeding among the women courtesy
of her world number one ranking, but she enters the tournament with only one match in
four months under her belt
after an injury lay off.
The Romanian, the beaten
finalist last year, is returning
from a herniated disc and was
bundled out of the Sydney
International at the first hurdle.
Denmark's defending
champion Caroline Wozniacki,
is seeded three, one behind
Germany's Angelique Kerber.
US Open champion Naomi
Osaka is at four while Sloane
Stephens, who also slumped
out of Sydney early, is at five.
Overshadowing them all is
the mighty Williams, who last
played the tournament in 2017
when she won while eight
weeks pregnant.

The 37-year-old enters the
tournament seeded 16, but is
the hot favourite to claim a
record-equalling 24th Grand
Slam.

B4A4=0´BC>D673A0F

Serena Williams has been
handed a challenging draw in
her quest for a record-equalling
24th Grand Slam title at the
Australian Open, starting with
Germany's Tatjana Maria in the
first round.
The American, seeded 16,
is gunning to match Margaret
Court's record of singles majors
and claim an eighth Australian
Open crown.
The 37-year-old enters the
tournament seeded 16, but has
proved in the past that such
numbers mean little to her.
But Williams is in a tough
half of the draw and could meet

world number one Simona
Halep in round four, and if she
gets through that Karolina
Pliskova in the last eight.
Before those potential ties,
either Chinese wildcard Peng
Shui or Canadian Eugenie
Bouchard would await
Williams in the second round.
Halep, who enters the
tournament having played just
one game in four months after
a back injury, was handed a
chance to avenge Estonia's
Kaia Kanepi, who beat her in
the first round of the US Open
in August.
If she comes through that
dangerous opening showdown,
she could meet Venus Williams
in round three.
Defending champion and
third seed Caroline Wozniacki

starts against Alison Van
Uytvanck of Belgium and
could meet 2008 champion
Maria Sharapova in round
three.
"Coming back as defending champion, it's something
I always dreamed of. I feel at
home here. These courts are
suited for me. I'm enjoying
every minute," said the Dane
at Thursday's draw, while paying tribute to Williams.
"Serena is the greatest
player to have played the
game. Her experiences have
been a learning experience for
me. It's be fun though as well.
She has a baby now! It's amazing being back on tour so
soon."
The
2016
winner
Angelique Kerber, seeded two,
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he celebrated M C Mary Kom's
unprecedented sixth world title
T
triumph has propelled her to the
number one position in the
International Boxing Association's
(AIBA) latest world rankings.
The diminutive Manipuri
became the most successful boxer
in world championships' history

when she claimed the 48kg category
top honours in November last year
in Delhi.
In the updated rankings put out
by AIBA, Mary Kom is placed top
of the charts in the weight division
with 1700 points.
The 36-year-old will have to
jump to 51kg in pursuit of her 2020
Olympic dream as 48kg is not yet
included in the Games roster.
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The mother-of-three enjoyed a
stellar 2018, picking up Gold
medals at the Commonwealth
Games and a tournament in Poland.
She also won Silver at the prestigious Strandja Memorial in
Bulgaria.
Among other Indians, Pinki
Jangra is placed eighth in the 51kg
category list.
Asian Silver-medallist Manisha

Maun holds the same position in
the 54kg category.
Former world Silver-medallist
Sonia Lather was placed at the second spot in the 57kg division
despite enduring a disappointing
2018, during which she finished
medal-less at the Asian Games.
World Bronze-medallist
Simranjit Kaur (64kg), who was
crowned the national champion a
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eteran wicketkeeper-batsman
Mahendra Singh Dhoni's
indifferent form has come
under the scanner in recent times but
India Vice-captain Rohit Sharma on
Thursday backed him to the hilt, saying he will play a pivotal role in the
World Cup later this year.
Rohit said besides his finishing
abilities, Dhoni's mere presence lends
calmness to the team, especially
youngsters, and that would be crucial
in a big tournament like the World
Cup, which starts May 30 in England.
"Over the years we have seen
what sort of presence he (Dhoni) has
in the dressing room and on the field.
With him being around, there is a
sense of calmness in the group,
which is very important, and also a
bit of help to the captain because he
stands behind the stumps," Rohit said
ahead of the first ODI against
Australia on Saturday.
"He has captained India for so
many years and been successful. So
he being around with the team always
is helpful. He is like a guiding light
around the group," he said.
Dhoni's much-vaunted finishing
skills are under scrutiny but Rohit
said the former captain has it in him
to continue being useful with the bat.
"...Batting down the order, getting
us through the line, his finishing
touch is very important and he has
finished so many games for us. His
calmness and advice, what he thinks
about the game and what we should

do right now is very important.
"His presence around the group
is a massive factor for us," said the 31year-old right handed batsman.
Rohit said young bowlers like
Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep
Yadav can benefit from Dhoni's presence behind the stumps.
"Chahal and Kuldeep are both
doing really well so somebody like
Dhoni standing behind the stumps
and helping those guys about what
the batsman is trying to do, it makes
a huge difference I think.
"These guys started playing for
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Cape Town: 1Pcb\P] APbbXT eP] STa 3dbbT] Xb P ]Tf RP_ X] B^dcW
0UaXRPb #\P] b`dPS ]P\TS ^] CWdabSPh U^a cWT UXabc cf^ ^]TSPh
X]cTa]PcX^]P[bPVPX]bc?PZXbcP]bcPacX]V^]9P]dPah (EP]STa3dbbT]
!(WPbUTPcdaTSU^acWTB^dcW0UaXRP]CfT]ch!X]cTa]PcX^]P[cTP\P]S
fPb cWT [TPSX]V bR^aTa X] cWT aTRT]c <iP]bX Bd_Ta ;TPVdT C!
c^da]P\T]c5XeT^]TSPhX]cTa]PcX^]P[bPVPX]bc?PZXbcP]P]SUXeT\^aT
PVPX]bcBaX;P]ZPPaTB^dcW0UaXRPbUX]P[^]TSPhT]VPVT\T]cbQTU^aT
cWT2aXRZTcF^a[S2d_X]4]V[P]SP]SFP[TbcWPcbcPacb^]<Ph"5Pbc
Q^f[Ta3P]T?PcTab^]fPbP[b^aTRP[[TSc^cWT^]TSPhb`dPSU^acWT
UXabccX\TbX]RT! &1Pcb\P]9?3d\X]hP]SUPbcQ^f[Ta;d]VX=VXSX
fTaT]^cR^]bXSTaTSQTRPdbT^UX]Ydah

D?<0:4@D0AC4AB05C4A3A0F0608=BC0BB0<

Kanpur: DccPa?aPSTbWQTRP\TcWTbTR^]SbXSTUa^\6a^d_2c^\PZT
Xcc^cWTAP]YXCa^_Wh`dPacTaUX]P[bPUcTaAPYPbcWP]fWT]cWThSaTfcWTXa
UX]P[[TPVdTVP\TPVPX]bc0bbP\DccPa?aPSTbWc^^ZcWTUXabcX]]X]Vb
[TPSX]cWTXaSaPf]PUUPXaPVPX]bc0bbP\c^b]PcRWcWaTTRadRXP[_^X]cb
fWX[TcWTeXbXc^abWPSc^QTR^]cT]cfXcWP[^]T_^X]cD?UX]XbWTSbTR^]S
c^APYPbcWP]$ _^X]cbfXcW# _^X]cbP]ScWTcf^cTP\bT]cTaTScWT
`dPacTab Ua^\ cWXb Va^d_ <TP]fWX[T X] cWTXa [Pbc [TPVdT VP\T
9WPaZWP]S [TUc Pa\ b_X]]Ta BWPWQPPi =PSTT\ b_d] WXb fTQ Pa^d]S
9P\\dP]S:PbW\Xac^VdXSTWXbbXSTc^P]X]]X]VbP]S#'ad]bfX]
7^fTeTaQ^cWcWTcTP\bSXS]^c\PZTXcc^cWT]Tgca^d]S

14=60;508;C>@D0;85H5>A:=>2:>DCB

Kolkata: 1T]VP[ ^_T]Ta 0QWX\P]hd 4PbfPaP]b \PXST] S^dQ[T
Wd]SaTSfT]cX]ePX]Pb1T]VP[UPX[TSc^`dP[XUhU^acWTZ]^RZ^dcbcPVTb
PUcTacWTXaUX]P[AP]YXCa^_WhVa^d_1T]R^d]cTaPVPX]bc?d]YPQT]STSX]
PSaPf0QWX\P]hdQPccTSR[^bTc^ W^dabP]SaT\PX]TSd]QTPcT]^]
! Ua^\"&"QP[[b %g#X]WXb\PaPcW^]Z]^RZcWPcST[PhTS1T]VP[b
STR[PaPcX^]c^_^bccTPbTbbX^]X]cWT\dbcfX]R^]cTbc1T]VP[STR[PaTS
Pc#"!%PUcTa0QWX\P]hdR^\_[TcTSWXb\X[Tbc^]TbTccX]V?d]YPQP]
X\_a^QPQ[TcPaVTc^U &"X] %^eTabfXcW^]TW^dab_[Ph[TUc^]cWT
UX]P[SPhCWTR^]cTbcfPbaTSdRTSc^PC!PUUPXafXcW<P]_aTTc6^]h
$' Ua^\ !' QP[[b* !g# %g% [TPSX]V ?d]YPQ RWPaVT 1dc 6^]h fPb
R[TP]TS d_ Qh ?aPSX_cP ?aP\P]XZ X] cWT "cW ^eTa Pb ?d]YPQ fTaT
aTbcaXRcTSU^a "!$X] $^eTabc^bTcc[TU^acWaTT_^X]cb^]QPbXb^UcWTXa
UXabcX]]X]Vb[TPS1^cWcWTcTP\bUX]XbWTSfXcW!"_^X]cbc^UX]XbWQTWX]S
<PSWhP?aPSTbW!#P]S:TaP[PfW^QTRP\TcWT^][hc^`dP[XUhUa^\
Va^d_1fXcW!%_^X]cb

67>B0;?D;;B>DC>5228B@D0B7C>DA=0<4=C

Mumbai: 8]SXPbF^a[S=^ !BPdaPe6W^bP[^]CWdabSPh_d[[TS^dc
Ua^\cWT`dPacTaUX]P[bcPVT^UcWT2288]cTa]PcX^]P[9BF8]SXP]B`dPbW
2XaRdXc SdT c^ P RP[U X]Ydah cWPc WT WPS bdbcPX]TS ^] FTS]TbSPh
3TUT]SX]VRWP\_X^]P]ScWXaSbTTS6W^bP[fW^bTRdaTSP" fX]^eTa
4Vh_cb <^WP\TS ATSP ^] fPh c^ cWT [Pbc TXVWc fPb SdT c^ UPRT
R^\_PcaX^cAP\XcCP]S^]aP]ZTS%'cWX]cWT`dPacTaUX]P[CWT!%hTPa
^[S:^[ZPcPQPbTSCP]S^]WPb]^fPdc^\PcXRP[[hVPX]TSP_[PRTX]cWT
bT\XUX]P[bU^acWTbTR^]STSXcX^]ad]]X]VPccWT2aXRZTc2[dQ^U8]SXP
5^a\Ta Yd]X^a ]PcX^]P[ RWP\_X^] CP]S^] d_bTc TXVWcW bTTS C^\
AXRWPaSb ^U 4]V[P]S fXcW bda_aXbX]V TPbT c^ T]cTa cWT `dPacTa UX]P[b
CP]S^]fX[[cPZT^]c^_bTTSCPaTZ<^\T]U^aP_[PRTX]BPcdSPhbUX]P[

C0<8;=03DB42DA4C7A44?>8=CB0608=BC34;78

Chennai: CP\X[=PSdVPX]TScWaTT_^X]cbU^abTRdaX]VcWTUXabcX]]X]Vb
[TPS PVPX]bc 3T[WX ^] cWT UX]P[ SPh ^U Xcb UX]P[ AP]YX Ca^_Wh 6a^d_ 1
\PcRWATbd\X]VPccWT^eTa]XVWcbR^aT^U!%'U^a%3T[WXbfPbP[[^dc
U^a""%ad]bX]UXabcX]]X]Vb1PccX]VPbTR^]ScX\TCP\X[=PSdfPb "
U^a  X] # ^eTab fWT] Xc RW^bT c^ STR[PaT P]S QaX]V P] T]S c^ cWT
_a^RTTSX]Vb<TP]fWX[TPc0\cPa:TaP[PQTPc7X\PRWP[?aPSTbWQhUXeT
fXRZTcb^]cWTUX]P[SPhc^VaPQbXg_^X]cbP]SaTPRW!%_^X]cb:TaP[P
QTRP\T cWT ^][h cTP\ Ua^\ 6a^d_ 1 c^ bTRdaT P b_^c X] cWT
0VT]RXTb
`dPacTaUX]P[

India in 2017 and since then they
have done really well in and outside
India. And one of the reasons for that
is MS and how he has guided these
two guys in the middle about how to
keep things tight and field placements.
"He has played a massive role ever
since the time he has left captaincy,"
he added.

F2B@D03B4CC;43

Vice-captain Rohit Sharma on
Thursday said India's World Cup
squad is more or less settled but

nobody should take his place for
granted as poor form could lead to
omissions.
Rohit said there could be one or
two changes in the squad, which will
take on Australia and New Zealand
in upcoming ODI series, depending
on poor form and injury in the coming months.
"The squad that plays these 13
ODIs is more or less the same squad
that will go to the World Cup. There
will be one or two changes, keeping
in mind the form and injury concerns over the next few months,"

Rohit said ahead of India's first ODI
against Australia.
"We played a lot of cricket
throughout the year, so injuries are
bound to happen. And there will be
some concerns about form and fitness. I don't see there will be any
drastic changes to the squad," he
added.
Talking about the slots in the
playing eleven, he said, "...More or
less, the slots are pretty much taken
by individuals but having said that,
I feel everything will depend on the
form of each player. Nobody is guaranteed that flight to England as yet.
"I would not say every individual that is going to be part of the next
few series would be playing the
World Cup. You have got to perform.
But there won't be drastic changes,"
said the stylish top-order batsman.
India last played ODIs in
Australia in 2016, and lost the fivematch series 1-4. Their top-order
comprising Rohit, Shikhar Dhawan
and Virat Kohli had excelled back
then too, but the middle order did
not support them enough.
Rohit was confident that those
shortcomings have been overcome
especially in preparation for the
World Cup.
"It's not about one or two individuals, it's about 11 of us contributing, including the 7 or 8 batters that will be playing. Individuals
may win one or two games but to
win the championship, the batting
unit needs to come together and at
some stage put their hands up and
say 'I'm going to take that challenge
and make the team get through the
finishing line.
"There will be times when your
top-order fails and the middle-order
has to take the responsibility and
they know that. I think they have
done that in the last series we have
played, in the Asia Cup, and also
against the West Indies in India," he
added.

few days back, took the fourth position in her weight category.
Following her was former world
champion L Sarita Devi at the 16th
spot.
India Open Gold-medallist and
world Bronze-winner Lovlina
Borgohain took the fifth position in
the 69kg category.
The men's rankings have not
been updated as yet.
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engaluru will host the first match of Australia's limited overs
B
tour of India with a T20 International on February 24, the BCCI
announced on Thursday.
The second T20I will be played in Visakhapatnam on
February 27, followed by five ODIs.
The first ODI will be held in Hyderabad on March 2, followed
by matches in Nagpur (March 5), Ranchi (March 8), Mohali (March
10) and New Delhi (March 13).
Both T20Is will be night matches starting at 7pm, and all five
ODIs will be day-night affairs, starting at 1:30 pm, according to a
BCCI release.
For Australia, this tour is set to be their last international assignment before the World Cup which starts on May 30 in England.
For India, this series will be followed by a home assignment
against Zimbabwe, before the players head into the IPL ahead of
the World Cup.
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ustralia all-rounder Mitchell
A
Marsh has been ruled of the
first ODI against India due to illness and the home team has
drafted uncapped Ashton
Turner as his cover.
Marsh has gastritis and has
spent the past two days in hospital.
Coach Justin Langer said
Marsh will not play in the first
ODI against India here on
Saturday and will monitor the
all-rounder's progress ahead of
the final two matches in
Adelaide (January 15) and
Melbourne (January 18).
Langer said the Perth
Scorchers player Turner's abili-

ty to finish off an innings with
the bat and his ability to create
pressure with his lightning running between the wickets were
what got him the nod.
"That might sound like the
dumbest thing you've ever
heard but you watch Ashton
Turner, the way he runs
between wickets is unbelievable. He's such a great athlete,
it puts so much pressure (on the
opposition)," he was quoted as
saying by Cricket Australia
official
website
'cricket.Com.Au'.
The 25-year-old Turner,
who has played in three T20
International matches in 2017,
has been in good form in Big
Bash League.
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verwhelmed by the comparisons with
O
Virender Sehwag after his 'dream debut' in
Australia, Mayank Agarwal says he will be happy
if he could do even half of what the former India
opener achieved in his illustrious career.
Former India batsman Sanjay Manjrekar and
his personal coach Irfan Sait are among those who
feel that "there is a little bit of Sehwag" in Agarwal,
who drew the flattering comparison with his
aggressive style of play.
Drafted into the squad in the middle of a wellpoised series, the 27-year-old rose to the occasion
with a 77, 76 and 42 in Melbourne and Sydney,
playing a crucial hand in India's maiden Test series
triumph Down Under.
"Honestly, I am not a fan of comparisons but
he is one of the greats of Indian cricket. I just like
to go in the middle, give my best and see what
comes out of it. Having said that, if I could do even
half of what he (Sehwag) did, I will be happy," the
Karnataka batsman said after returning home.
Agarwal had replaced the injured Prithvi Shaw
in the squad and facing the likes of Josh
Hazlewood, Pat Cummins and Mitchell Starc was
as tough a challenge as he could face in his debut
innings on Boxing Day.
"Definitely, it was (special), to make my debut
at the MCG and most importantly, to win the Test

?C8Q BH3=4H

ustralia coach Justin Langer
on Thursday said he has
A
never seen a batsman concen-

series in Australia. We became the first team from
the sub-continent to win a series in Australia.
There can't be a better start than this," said
Agarwal, who finally got his opportunity after
being on the fringes for a long time.
Agarwal saw off the new ball with Hanuma
Vihari on day one of the third Test before ending with an impressive 76 off 161 balls.
Asked about his mind-set going into the
Melbourne game, Agarwal said, "I was very excited that I have been called to represent India in
Australia in a well poised series. My thought was
I want to be a part of the action than sit out. When
I got the call from the selectors, I was very excited. It is a big moment for any cricketer, more so
if you do that in MCG on Boxing Day."

trate as hard as Cheteshwar
Pujara, who beats even the great
Sachin Tendulkar in that aspect.
Speaking for the first time
since the visiting team's maiden
Test triumph on Australian soil,
Langer said Pujara's concentration was a challenge for his
bowlers.
"...I have never seen a batsman watch the ball as closely as
he (Pujara) does, and that
includes Sachin Tendulkar and
Rahul Dravid. His concentration
was a challenge. And we have to
keep getting better just like him,
all our batsmen and bowlers,"
Langer said.
Langer said his bowlers
were stretched to the limit in the
Test series, especially in
Melbourne and Sydney.

"The guys are working very
hard and they are going okay.
The first innings in Melbourne
and Sydney, honestly, sucked the
life out of us because when you
are in the field for two days, with
only one spin bowler, that takes
energy out of the group," he said
ahead of ODI series.

"We have the best spinner
and three outstanding pace
bowlers, against the outstanding
Pujara and Kohli. So it takes
some mental and physical energy out. "There are new players
and new staff for these three
games, so that brings new energy to the group...," he added.
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he
Committee
of
Administrators chief
T
Vinod Rai on Thursday recommended a two-ODI ban on
India players Hardik Pandya
and KL Rahul for their controversial comments on
women in a TV show but fellow COA member Diana
Edulji referred the matter to
the BCCI's legal cell.
If the ban is imposed, the 7PaSXZ?P]ShPP]S:; APWd[_^bTU^a
duo could miss the first two _W^c^fXcW:PaP]9^WPaX]WXbbW^f
matches of a three-ODI series slammed as misogynistic and
against Australia starting sexist, prompting the CoA to
issue a show cause notice on
Saturday in Sydney.
"I am not convinced with Wednesday. The all-rounder,
Hardik's explanation and I in response, said he was sinhave recommended a two- cerely regretful and would not
match ban for both players. repeat the behaviour.
"Diana has sought legal
However the final decision
will be taken once Diana gives opinion whether the duo can
be banned. So, obviously a
her go ahead," Rai said.
Pandya's comments on decision will be taken once she
'Koffee with Karan' were gives her nod. As far as I am

concerned, the comments were
crass, in bad taste and unacceptable," Rai said.
Edulji also sought the
opinion of BCCI acting president CK Khanna, acting secretary Amitabh Chaudhary
and treasurer Anirudh
Chaudhry on the issue.
Responding to her query,
Anirudh recommended a suspension for the two and a gender sensitisation programme
for them.
"The players must be
immediately suspended pending a proper inquiry and must
be allowed to join the team (if
selected) only once they have
gone through a proper sensitisation in addition to serving
a ban, if imposed upon them,"
he said.
Anirudh said there should
also be an investigation into
how the two players appeared
on an entertainment show.
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ishabh Pant might have created a new record
for an Indian wicket keeper by
R
taking 11 catches in a Test in
Australia, but former stumper
Farokh Engineer says the Delhi
youngster has a lot of technical problems in his primary job, while praising the left hander's batting heroics.
Engineer said Pant reminds
him of his young days.
"His approach is same as M S
Dhoni's. But don't praise him skyhigh at the moment. Encourage him.
(But) He's technically so incorrect,"
said the one-time flamboyant wicket keeper batsman.
Pant had also scored a blazing hundred, the
first by an Indian wicket keeper in Australia, in
the drawn final Test at Sydney to top his record
number of catches behind the stumps in the first
match of the series at Adelaide.
Pant's flamboyant batting exploits, however,
have impressed Engineer so much that he wondered how the Indian selectors can afford to leave
him out in favour of the seasoned Dhoni for this

year's World Cup in England.
"Question is, for the World Cup will you pick
Dhoni? How can you drop Pant? He has done so
well. These are the questions for the
selectors —the three selectors who
between them must have played one
and a half Tests," he said, before he was
corrected that there was a five-man
selection panel now with two more
additions to the list.
"I don't want to sound harsh. Give
him time. He (Pant) will improve. I
wish I could have a couple of times
with him to make him a good wicket keeper," said Engineer.
Explaining further, Engineer said
Pant snatches the ball, gets up too early
and does not move his feet.
"A good wicket keeper moves his feet, goes
to the ball and does not dive all the time; uses his
feet all the time," the Mumbai-born stumper of
the 1960s and 1970s said.
"He's young he will learn from mistakes.
Wicket- keeping is not taught, it's a natural thing.
He has to iron out certain elementary things. I love
his approach. He's such a good, natural player. I
am sure his wicket keeping will improve," he said.

