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COURT CONVICTS NDFB
CHIEF FOR 2008 BLASTS 
Guwahati: The chief of the
National Democratic Front of
Bodoland (NDFB), Ranjan
Daimary, and 14 others were on
Monday convicted by a CBI fast
track court in the 2008 case of
serial bomb blasts in Assam that
had left 88 people dead.

HIGH-STAKES JIND BYPOLL
SEES 75 PC TURNOUT 
Jind: Over 75 per cent turnout
was reported on Monday in the
by-election to the Jind Assembly
constituency in Haryana, dubbed
as a prestige battle for all four
major contenders ahead of
parliamentary elections.

ED ATTACHES `240-CR
ASSETS IN PONZI CASE 
New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has attached
assets worth nearly `240 crore
of a firm linked to TMC MP KD
Singh in connection with a
money laundering case relating
to alleged Ponzi scam involving
an amount of over `1,900 crore. 

BIG SETBACK FOR CONG,
MP NOOR JOINS TMC
Kolkata: In a massive setback
for the Congress in Bengal ahead
of the national elections, party
MP Mausam Benazir Noor joined
the Trinamool Congress on
Monday, ending months of
speculations. The second-term
Congress MP met Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee at State
secretariat during the day. 

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

The ruling saffron alliance
partners on Monday

indulged in posturing over a
possible tie-up between them
for the forthcoming Lok Sabha
polls, with the Shiv Sena con-
tending that it was a “big
brother” in Maharashtra and
the BJP retaliating that it was
not “helpless” to run after its
long-term ally for a seat-shar-
ing arrangement for the LS
elections.

From the statements
emerging from the two long-
term saffron allies, it became
quite clear that while the Shiv
Sena was not averse to a tie-up
with the BJP provided it was
offered more number of seats
to contest in the seat-sharing
arrangement, the BJP was keen
on inking the electoral alliance
by not giving more than num-
ber of seats that it had allotted
to the ally in the 2014 polls.

It may be recalled that in
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls which
the two saffron parties had con-
tested as an alliance, the BJP
and Shiv Sena had contested 26
and 22 seats respectively in the
State. The two parties had put
up a spectacular performance
in the polls by together winning
40 seats (BJP-22 and Sena-18
seats) out of total 48 seats.

In an indirect pointer to a
climbdown from its earlier
stand of going it alone in Lok
Sabha polls, the Shiv Sena said
it is the “big brother” in
Maharashtra and will continue
to remains so, thus indicating
it would not be averse to a tie-

up with the BJP provided it is
offered more number of seats
to contest in the polls.

Talking to mediapersons
after a meeting of party MPs at
Thackerays’ Bandra residence
“Matoshri”, Shiv Sena
spokesperson Sanjay Raut
evaded a reply to a query if the
Sena was firm on going it
alone in the Lok Sabha polls
but said, “We have not  received
any proposal from the BJP. Nor
has any BJP leader met Uddhav
Thackeray in this regard”.

Asked to comment on the
intense speculation that the BJP
had offered 50:50 seat-sharing
formula to the Shiv Sena, Raut
said, “This is a just a rumour
and false news. We did not dis-
cuss any proposal from the BJP
at the MPs’ meeting with
Uddhavji. We have also not
received any such proposal.
Shiv Sena has always prac-
tised politics on the basis of its
conditions.

“Even today, irrespective of
who is in power in

Maharashtra and at the Centre,
we have been strong in our
stand since late Balasaheb’s
time. We are the big brother in
Maharashtra and will continue
to be so. And this big brother
will shake the throne in Delhi,”
Raut said.

Indulging in tough talk
that also carried a message that
the BJP was keen on having a
tie-up with the Sena for the Lok
Sabha polls,  Maharshtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
said, “We are not helpless.

Don’t bother about the alliance
(for the Lok Sabha polls). The
party ( Shiv Sena)  that believes
in Hindutva will come with us.
Otherwise it will go against us.
Jo ayega uske saath aur nahi
ayega uske bina (We will go
with those who come with us
and will go without them if
they don’t come with us). We
will not rest until the Modi
Government is reinstalled in
the country.”

Speaking at the concluding
ceremony of the BJP’s State
executive meeting held at Jalna
in Marathwada region,
Fadnavis said, “We are keen on
an alliance with the Shiv Sena.
We would like this alliance for
the larger good of the country.
All those who believe in
Hindutva should come togeth-
er. We are trying to bring all the
Hindutva forces together”.

“We do not want power to
go back to those who have loot-
ed the country in the past.
That’s why we are working
towards forging an alliance
with the Shiv Sena. But, no one
should assume that we are
helpless. If someone believe
that way, it will be merely their
assumption. Our is a party of
Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari
Vajypayee and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. We are a party
that came up from zero. We can
never be helpless,” the Chief
Minister said. 

From the statements of
both Raut and Fadnavis, it is
evident that they are indulging
in hard bargaining over seat-
sharing, before getting to the
negotiation table.

PNS n ATAL NAGAR

In a desperate bid to woo the
poor ahead of the Lok Sabha

elections, Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Monday
promised minimum income
guarantee for every poor per-
son if the Congress is voted to
power in the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections.

“We cannot build a new
India while millions of our
brothers and sisters suffer the
scourge of poverty. If voted to
power in 2019, the Congress is
committed to a minimum
income guarantee for every
poor person, to help eradicate
poverty and hunger. This is our
vision and our promise,” the
Congress president observed.

Rahul made these remarks
at the ”Kisaan Abhaar
Sammelan” held at Atal Nagar
(Naya Raipur) to express grat-
itude to Chhattisgarh’s people,
particularly farmers, for voting
the party to power in the State
after a gap of a decade and half.

Amid clapping and loud
cheering by farmers who
assembled at the rally from
across the State, Rahul said no
Government in the world had
taken a step for ensuring a min-
imum income guarantee for
every poor person.

Rahul visited the State for
the first time after his party was
voted to power in the mineral-
rich State in November
Assembly polls with a brute
majority. The Congress won 68
seats while the BJP which ruled

the State for 15 consecutive
years was reduced to just 15
seats in the 90-seat Assembly.

He hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the BJP alleging that they had
no money to waive loans of
farmers but had no hesitation
when it came to waiving loans
of industrialists. He accused
Modi and the ruling BJP of try-
ing to create two Indias — “one
of the Rafale scam, Anil
Ambani, Nirav Modi, Vijay
Mallya, Mehul Choksi and the
other of the poor farmers”.

He said the new Congress
Government took a decision in
24 hours to waive farmers’
loans in Chhattisgarh, some-
thing the BJP could not do in
15 years. “Whenever we spoke
of loan waiver, the BJP said they
don’t have money. In Madhya
Pradesh, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said he does not
have money. In Delhi, Prime

Minister Modi said he does not
have money. They don’t have
money for farmers’ loan waiv-
er but they can waive loans of
India’s 15 richest industrialists,”
Rahul stated at the massive
rally. “What the BJP could not
do in 15 years, we did in 24
hours. There is no lack of
money,” he said. 

Criticising the PM, Rahul
said, “He (Modi) is taking
money from the Indian Air
Force and putting it in the
pocket of an industrialist.” He
was referring to the controver-
sial Rafale deal.

The Congress president
said the BJP tried to dilute the
Congress’ land acquisition bill
which guaranteed four times
the price of land to farmers
compared to the market price
and also ensured that if indus-
trialists did not start work in
five years, the land would be
returned back to farmers.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Indicating that announce-
ment of 2019 Lok Sabha

polls may be held in the second
week of March and the elec-
tions may be held in April and
May, the Election Commission
has ordered Chief Secretaries,
Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs)
and Directors General of Police
(DGPs) of all States and Union
Territories to complete transfer
and posting of officers by
February 28 and submit com-
pliance report by the first week
of March.

In a move to ensure trans-
parency, the EC also made it
clear that all those deputed on
election related duty, will have
to give a declaration that s/he
is not a close relative of any of
the contesting candidates in the
current election or leading
political functionaries of the
State and district. 

The declaration is to be
submitted two days after the

last date of nomination papers. 
The EC also ordered

immediate transfer of all offi-
cials posted at one place for
over three years or deputed in
their home districts in order to
conduct free and fair elections. 

“If the officer concerned
has completed three years in
the district during last four
years or would be completing
three years on or before May
31, 2019, s/he will be shifted
immediately. While calculating
the period of three years, pro-
motion to a post within the dis-
trict shall be counted,” the EC
said. 

The EC also directed that
a police officer should not be

posted in his/her home cadre.
The EC has written to

Chief Secretaries, Chief
Electoral Officers and Directors
General of Police of all States
and  UTs  regarding trans-
fer/posting of officers in the
light of General Elections to the
Lok Sabha, 2019 and State leg-
islative assemblies of Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Odisha and Sikkim. 

“The Commission further
desires that no officer/official,
against whom a criminal case
is pending in any court of law,
be associated with/deployed
on election related duty,” the
letter added. 

Continued on Page 7

PTI n BENGALURU

Amid strains in Congress-
JDS ties, Chief Minister

HD Kumaraswamy on Monday
threatened to step down over
adverse comments by a
Congress MLA, prompting the
coalition partner to swing into
damage control mode.

Congress general secretary
KC Venugopal and incharge of
party affairs in the State said the
party high commandhas full
faith in Kumaraswamy and the
State Government.

Irked over a Congress
MLA demanding that
Siddaramaiah be made the
Chief Minister again during an
event on Sunday,
Kumaraswamy said, “If my
way of functioning is not
acceptable, then I am ready to
quit. I don’t want to continue
also. I am not ready to stick to
the chair.”

The CM said the Congress
and the JDS have formed the
Government to give good gov-
ernance here and “we are doing
a good job.”

Congress MLA ST
Somashekhar had claimed dur-
ing the event that development
works had come to a grinding
halt here and in other parts of

the State.
Reacting to the comments,

Kumaraswamy said “Our
Government has taken up pro-
jects worth `1 lakh crore
including suburban train, ele-
vated corridor and peripheral
ring road.” He was speaking to
reporters after dedicating a
six-coach metro rail on ‘Green
Line’ at the Mantri Square
Metro Station.

A red-faced Karnataka
Congress president Dinesh
Gundu Rao, who too was pre-
sent there, said such state-
ments by the Congress MLAs
were not acceptable.

“Today ̀ 8,000 crore worth
work is happening. I condemn
such public statements and
will issue a showcause
notice....,” Rao told reporters.

“In the morning I saw ST
Somashekhar’s statement. It

breaches the disciplinary line.
The coalition Government has
done lots of development work
in Bengaluru.”

The works sanctioned by
the previous Siddaramaiah
Government were also being
taken up, he said.

Noting that Somashekhar
was chairperson of the
Bengaluru Development
Authority, he said, “His public
statement is inappropriate. I
condemn it and I will issue a
show-cause notice to him.”

“If there are any short-
comings in our Government,
they should discuss straight-
away with Chief Minister or
Deputy Chief Minister G
Parameshwara, who is in
charge Minister of Bengaluru...
We cannot tolerate indisci-
pline,” he said. Rao later tweet-
ed that Somashekar expressed
regret and apologised to the
Chief Minister for any anguish
caused. However, Rao warned
all Congress leaders to be care-
ful in their comments.

He said Somashekar has
made statements which cross-
es the ‘Lakshmanrekha’ of coali-
tion politics which cannot be
tolerated, especially when he is
holding a responsible position.

Continued on Page 7

PTI n BENGALURU

Former Karnataka chief min-
ister Siddaramaiah landed

in a controversy on Monday
when he snatched the micro-
phone from a woman during a
wordy duel resulting in her
dupatta getting dislodged at an
event in Varuna in Mysuru.

As he faced flak, the senior
Congress leader later said the
incident was accidental, devoid
of any mal-intent and that the
woman was like his sister.

The incident which
occurred during a public inter-
action by Siddaramaiah was
caught on camera with the
video of it going viral.

Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar said, “Rahul Gandhi
should tell what action will he
take against Siddaramaiah, who
has insulted a woman. This
incident shows how much
Congress respects women.
Only one woman and one fam-
ily matters to them.”

While the BJP condemned
the incident, Chairperson of
the National Commission for
Women Rekha Sharma said the
panel would write to Karnataka
police seeking appropriate
action on the matter.

Detailed report on P6

ARCHANA JYOTI n NEW DELHI

Despite several constraints
like infrastructural devel-

opment issues, India is on its
way to double its tiger popula-
tion in 2022 from 1,411 in 2010
as resolved during the St
Petersburg declaration in 2010.
India has around 70 per cent
i.e. 2,226 of the world’s tiger
population. The latest numbers
will be known by May end this
year when results of fourth
cycle of the All India Tiger
Estimation, 2018, is likely to be
declared.

Neighbouring Nepal, with
an estimated 235 wild tigers,
too seems to be progressing
well to achieve its goal by the
due target date as set by the 13
tiger range countries in Russia. 

However, most of the other
countries like Bangladesh,

Cambodia, Thailand, Lao PDR,
Myanmar, Bhutan, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Vietnam, which
have initiated the Global Tiger
Recovery Program (GTRP) are
either still struggling hard to up
the numbers. Countries like
Cambodia don’t even have a
single tiger.

However, what is bothering
the conservationists in India is
that 22 per cent of the total
striped cats in India are roam-
ing outside the tiger reserves,
exposed to poachers and man-
animal conflicts among others. 

In 2018, nearly half of the
total tiger deaths — 49 to be
precise — were outside tiger
reserves in the States like
Uttarakhand, Maharashtra and
Uttar Pradesh due to urbani-
sation and agricultural expan-
sion. 

Besides, poaching remains

a cause of concern inside the
tiger reserves too. Little won-
der, for the third straight year,
the number of tiger deaths in
India has crossed the 100-fig-
ure mark.

Underscoring the need for
protection of the big cats,
Union Environment Minister
Dr Harshvardhan at an event
here after releasing the report
India Tiger Action Plan said
conservation of tigers is a duty
which has to be meticulously
pursued and more innovative
ways need to be devised so that
targets adopted can be bettered.

He was speaking at the two
days conference starting
Monday here to discuss the sta-
tus of the Global Tiger
Recovery Programme (GTRP),
initiated in St Petersburg,
Russia with an aim to double
the number of tigers by 2022.

China, which is facing flak for
allowing breeding of captive
tiger farms did not attend the
meeting.

National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA) Member Secretary
Anup Kumar Nayak talked
about challenges and gaps in
tiger conservation pointing out
that at present, India has 50
tiger reserves in 18 States which
account for about 2.21 per
cent of the country’s geo-
graphical area.

Stressing on improved and
contiguous habitats for the
long-term survival of the
species which has highest
degree of protection under
India’s wildlife laws, Nayak
said five new tiger reserves have
been notified which shall
increase inviolate area for
focused tiger conservation by

2310.73 square kilometres.
Rajesh Gopal, Global Tiger

Fund (GTF) head, said tiger
recover is very fast if appro-
priate prey-base and protection
measures are initiated. He said
champions are needed for
revival of this iconic species
which is an indicator of vibrant
bio-diversity and helps in con-
serving ecosystem.

Sejal Worah from World
Wildlife Fund (WWF) said
tiger dispersing outside the
reserves can be protected with
the help of community.

Deputy DG of Nepal
Environment Ministry Gopal
Prakash Bhattarai said his
country had 121 tigers in 2009
which has now increased to 235
in 2018 because of various
protection measures particu-
larly with the help of army and
community support.

We’re big brother in Maha: Sena

BJP insists on 2014 formula as partner seeks more seats in LS polls

EC likely to fix April-May
poll dates by ides of March
Chief Secretaries,

DGPs ordered to

complete transfer,

postings by Feb 28

HDK threatens to quit over

barbs, Cong placates CM

Siddaramaiah in

soup over lack

of chivalry, BJP

questions Cong 

War of the springing tiger: Big cats’ numbers may double by 2020

Shiv Sena MPs leave after a meeting with party president Uddhav Thackeray, at his residence in Mumbai, on Monday PTI

Rahul pledges basic
income for the poor 

Rahul Gandhi and Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel hold plows at a
convention of farmers at Rajyotsav Mela ground in Naya Raipur on Monday PTI
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PNS n LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav said that if

the Congress vowed to fight
against the Bharatiya Janata
Party in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh, it should
support the SP-BSP alliance. 

The SP chief ’s remarks
assume significance in the light
of Congress president Rahul
Gandhi’s comment that he had
due regard and respect for
both Akhilesh and Mayawati
and there was no animosity
against them. 

Asked about Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra’s appointment as
in-charge of east UP, Akhilesh
said, “I welcome her entry in
active politics. Youth should
join active politics for the mak-
ing of a new India.” 

Promising to make caste
data available if voted to power,
the SP chief said, “If we come
to power, we will reveal caste
data. Without knowing the
caste data, development
schemes cannot be formulated
accurately.” 

PNS n LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party and
Samajwadi Party may have

elbowed Congress out of their
gathbandhan (alliance), but
the sudden entry of  Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra in Uttar
Pradesh’s electoral arena seems
to have disturbed their poll
arithmetic. 

The alliance partners pre-
ferred to ignore the popular per-
ception that accommodating
the Congress in their scheme of
things and offering it an hon-
ourable numbers of seats would
be to their benefit. The BSP-SP
alliance has left only two seats —
Amethi and Rae Bareli — for the
Congress.

The BSP-SP alliance was
announced in Lucknow on
January 12 and two weeks later,
Congress announced the entry
of Priyanka Gandhi Vadra into
politics and appointed her as All-

India Congress Committee gen-
eral secretary in-charge of east-
ern UP. The region is important
for the alliance and the Bharatiya
Janata Party as SP is likely to
contest majority of the seats
there and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also have high
stakes in the eastern region of
the state.

Sources in the SP confirmed
that Priyanka’s sudden entry
has applied brakes to the seat-
sharing process as both the
alliance partners are analysing
the Priyanka factor’s impact on
the electoral prospects of the
Congress. Both parties have
sought reports from ground
zero in east and west UP on the
electoral profile of Congress,
particularly the mood of
Muslims and their stance
towards the Congress.

The sources said that the
candidates would be declared for

all 76 seats (38 each of SP and
BSP) well ahead of the
announcement of poll schedule
by Election Commission of
India.  “Selection of candidates
and seat distribution has been
finalised. The BSP is to get a larg-
er representation in west UP and
Bundelkhand, while the SP will
get more seats in east and cen-
tral UP,” the sources added.

The Priyanka factor has
added to the discomfiture of SP.
Candidates of SP and BSP have
been finalised on two seats each
in Bundelkhand. SP candidates
fear that the forceful entry of
Congress in this scenario, if it
happens, will not only compli-
cate seat-sharing in
Bundelkhand but also hurt their
poll prospects on whatever
number of seats they get.

Though SP leaders claim
that they will get a lion’s share of
seats in east UP, the influence of
Afzal Ansari and his brother,

don-turned-politician Mukhtar
Ansari in Ghazipur, Mau,
Azamgarh and Ballia districts
can create problem for the SP.
Afzal is likely to contest from
Ghazipur seat on BSP ticket.

The sources said that the
BSP would not field its candidate
at Kairana and Ghaziabad. In
May 2018, Samajwadi Party had
contested the Kairana bypoll on
the symbol of Rashtriya Lok Dal.
The Congress candidate had fin-
ished second in the Ghaziabad
Lok Sabha constituency in 2014
general elections.

The BSP had finished sec-
ond on 35 seats but drew a blank
in 2014 Lok Sabha polls. The SP
had won five seats and finished
second on 28 seats. There is no
difference among the two par-
ties over sharing of Gorakhpur
and Phulpur seats as SP candi-
dates had won the Lok Sabha
bypolls held there in March,
2018. 

PNS n LUCKNOW

Faced with the daunting
task of countering the
Bahujan Samaj Party-

Samajwadi Party alliance and
the plunge of Congress honcho
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra into
politics, the Bharatiya Janata
Party has revived its tried and
tested electoral strategy of
‘mera booth sabse mazboot’. 

The strategy is the brain-
child of BJP president Amit
Shah and in the run up to 2014
Lok Sabha polls, he, as BJP gen-
eral secretary and in-charge of
UP, had experimented it with
great success.

Shah will be reaching
Lucknow on January 30 to
take stock of the preparations
for the Lok Sabha polls and will
hold six meetings in as many
regions of the state over the
next 10 days with BJP booth-
level presidents.

For effective management
of organisational structure, the
BJP has divided 80 Lok Sabha
seats of the state into 19 sectors.

The BJP has firmed up the
strategy under which, before
issue of election notification by
the Election Commission,
meetings of senior BJP leaders

with convenors of sectors
would be organised for activat-
ing booth-level organisation.

Senior BJP leaders, who are
scheduled to tour the state
include former Chief Minister
of Madhya Pradesh, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, party’s UP
incharge and Union Health
Minister JP Nadda, UP co-
incharge Govardhan Bhai
Jhadapiya, BJP vice-president
Dushyant Gautam, Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, Deputy Chief Minister
of Bihar, Sushil Modi, and for-
mer Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh Raman Singh.

There are 1.63 lakh polling
booths in Uttar Pradesh and
with 21 members each at near-
ly 1.4 lakh booths, over 29 lakh
party workers will be deployed
for ensuring the success of
party candidates in the Lok
Sabha elections.

In Lucknow, Shah will meet
presidents of polling booth
committees of 16 Lok Sabha
constituencies of Awadh region.
The meeting will have the pres-
ence of about 25,000 booth-
level presidents of the party. 

“It will be a political mes-
sage from the BJP president to
the booth presidents, who are

the lowest-level leaders,” BJP
state vice-president and booth
committee in-charge JPS
Rathore said.

Shah will visit Kanpur and
Lucknow for two such meet-
ings on January 30 and later
head to west UP for two more
meetings on February 2 and 6.
He will thereafter chair meet-
ings in Varanasi and
Gorakhpur on February 8. 

Shah will be accompanied
by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, JP Nadda and BJP
state chief MN Pandey in these
meetings. 

Shah is also expected to
dwell on the aspect of BSP-SP
alliance and guide booth-level
presidents on how to counter
the challenge and make voters
aware that it is an alliance of

‘corrupt and casteist forces’
while the BJP booth-level pres-
ident is the ‘yoddha’ (warrior)
of the party. 

Booth-level presidents will
also be motivated to ensure
good and early turnout of BJP
voters on the day of polling
with the aim to hit the 50 per
cent vote share, the lack of
which proved to be the undo-
ing of the BJP in Gorakhpur
and Phulpur Lok Sabha bypolls. 

Before Shah lands in UP,
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Deputy Chief
Ministers Keshav Prasad
Maurya and Dinesh Sharma, JP
Nadda and two co-incharges
would hold meetings in six
regions of the state and prepare
a report on the poll prepara-
tions of the BJP. 

Lucknow (PNS): A Jaguar
fighter aircraft of the Indian Air
Force (IAF) crashed in
Kushinagar, minutes after taking
off from Gorakhpur air base on
Monday morning.  However, the
pilot of the aircraft managed to
eject safely before the plane
crashed to the ground and
caught fire.  Luckily, the aircraft
crashed in the fields and so there
was no loss of life or property. 

Senior district administra-
tion and police officials rushed
to the spot and summoned fire
tenders to douse the fire. 

District Magistrate of
Kushinagar, Anil Kumar Singh.
later said the fighter aircraft
crashed in the agricultural field

in Hetimpur village between
Hata and Kasya tehsils. He said
the aircraft was on a routine sor-
tie and took off from Gorakhpur

airbase but barely 10 minutes
into flight, the aircraft lost its
communication with the airbase
and later crashed.

Singh said that after crash-
ing to the ground, the aircraft
caught fire and turned to ashes
due to strong winds. 

Senior Superintendent of
Police  Rajiv Narain Misra said
the pilot bailed out with the help
of a parachute and landed safe-
ly in a nearby field. He was later
rushed to a hospital with the
help of an Air Force ambulance.
The IAF has ordered enquiry.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Apna Dal (Sonelal) nation-
al president Ashish Patel

on Monday said that the future
of meritorious students of
reserved category looking for
jobs in higher education insti-
tutes would be marred if
recruitment was done on the
basis of roster system. 

Patel  urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
bring an ordinance to stop the
recruitment process immedi-
ately so that the future of
applicants of reserved catego-
ry could be saved.

The Apna Dal leader said
the Prime Minister should
take initiative to save the
future of students of reserved
category as he did in the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes Act issue. 

“The number of youths of
reserved category is already
very low in higher educa-
tional institutes. If professors
are recruited on the basis of
roster system, then the num-
ber of professors of reserved
category will further go
down,” he pointed out. 

Patel said that a wrong
message went down to the
Backwards and SC, ST mem-
bers after the apex court
rejected a writ on the issue last
week. 

“People of these categories
are under the impression that
the Central government did
not pursue the case properly
and the facts related to the
roster system were not put in
a proper way before the apex
court and this was why it was
turned down by the court,” the
Apna Dal (Sonelel) leader
said.

Patel said that Union min-
ister Anupriya Patel had urged
the Centre to put the roster
system on hold in the mon-
soon session in July last year,
to which the government had
agreed. 

“The Centre had stopped
recruitment through roster
system till the apex court
decided the matter. Now that
the court has dismissed the
Union government’s writ, the
only way out is to bring an
ordinance to stop recruitment
through roster system,” he
said.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Even though Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra is yet to give

her nod to the date for launch-
ing the party campaign for
2019 parliamentary polls,
Congress leaders and workers
are busy preparing a blueprint
for her grand entry into poli-
tics with a press conference in
the state capital on February 4.
There are also plans to send
Priyanka to Prayagraj to take a
holy dip at the Sangam during
Kumbh the next day. 

Priyanka is likely to address
her first public rally at Ramabai
Maidan in Lucknow, permis-
sion for which has been already
sought by UP Congress leaders. 

In all these programmes,
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi will accompany
Priyanka and use the Lucknow
rally to kick-start the party
campaign for the parliamentary
elections. 

Both Rahul and Priyanka
along with AICC general sec-
retary in-charge of UP west,
Jyotiraditya Scindia will

address at least a dozen rallies
together.  However, a final
programme will be announced
once Priyanka lands in India
around Wednesday midnight. 

Sources in the Congress
maintained that pursuing ‘soft
Hindutva’ on the lines of Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka is likely to
begin her formal political
career by taking a holy dip at
the Sangam during Kumbh on
February 5. 

A day earlier, Priyanka will
take charge as Congress gener-
al secretary and in-charge of
UP east in the presence of
Rahul Gandhi in Lucknow.

Earlier, the two had
planned to visit Kumbh soon
after the programme in
Lucknow but as Shahi Snan
falls on February 4, they post-
poned their Prayagraj visit for
the next day.  

This is perhaps the first
time that the Gandhi siblings
will take a dip at the Sangam,
the confluence of Ganga,
Yamuna and the mythical
Saraswati rivers. 

Earlier in 2001, then

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi had attended Kumbh
Mela and taken a holy dip.

Interestingly, Rahul
Gandhi, whose public zeal for
Hinduism began with the April
2015 visit to Kedarnath shrine
in Uttarakhand, has planned
his first rally in UP on February
10, the auspicious day of Basant
Panchami. His sister would
also start her innings from
Lucknow on Mauni Amavasya. 

During the 2017 Gujarat
assembly polls in which the
Congress gave a scare to the
ruling BJP, Rahul had
embarked on several temple
visits and continued the trend
during elections in Karnataka
where he visited over 20 major
temples and mutts. 

The Congress also came
out claiming Gandhi to be a
‘janeu dhari’ Brahmin, prompt-
ing criticism from the BJP.
And while performing prayers
in Rajasthan, Gandhi revealed
his ‘gotra’ as ‘Dattatreya’ and
later introduced himself as
Kaul Brahmin of Dattatreya
gotra.

Lucknow (PTI): Cold
wave conditions prevailed at
some places in west Uttar
Pradesh with Agra recording a
minimum temperature of 3.4
degrees Celsius, the coldest in
the state. 

Met officials said on
Monday. Night temperatures
fell below normal limits in the

Allahabad, Varanasi, Faizabad
and Lucknow divisions of UP,
the meteorological (Met) office
here said. However, the mini-
mum recorded was above nor-
mal in the Gorakhpur division,
it said. The Met officials
warned that cold wave condi-
tions were likely to occur at
isolated places over west-UP.

Lucknow (PNS): The state was rocked
by a sensational double murder in Meerut,
rape and murder in Bulandshahr and a kid-
napping and murder in Lakhimpur Kheri.

In Meerut, Jamalpur pradhan Manu’s
son Pinnu runs a tiles factory at Pallavpuram
where Ashok of Mahelkawa worked as
guard. Ashok’s friend Ajay also worked in
the factory. On Sunday afternoon, Pinnu
called up Ajay’s nephew Ankur to inform
him that Ashok and Ajay had stolen some
motor from the factory. Soon after, When
Ankur came to the factory he found the bod-
ies of Ajay and Ashok lying on the ground.

The other factory staff and the owner went
missing. Circumstantial evidence and
injuries suggested that both were battered
to death. 

In Bulandshahr, the body of an
unknown girl was recovered at Dhameda
Kirat hamlet of Kotwali Bulandshahr on
Monday morning. Her face had been
crushed with stone. Circumstantial evidence
suggested that she was raped and later mur-
dered somewhere else and the body was
dumped there.

In Lakhimpur Kheri,  Nitish Verma of
Ramapur hamlet of Kotwali Sadar and his

neighbour and friend Ritish aka Bunty dis-
appeared after they went to graze cattle a
week back. The family members informed
the police but the cops took no action. Later,
the family members found their slippers and
clothes on the bank of Ull river.  On Sunday
evening, the kin found the mutilated body
of Bunty in nearby jungles.  Agitated over
the youth’s death and police inaction, local
villagers on Monday morning placed the
body at Ramapur crossing and blocked the
road demanding action against the erring
cops. They also pelted stones. Senior offi-
cers somehow controlled the situation.
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LS polls: BJP focus on booths

Amit Shah arriving at Lko tomorrow

Apna Dal-S 
against roster 
system in 
recruitment

IAF’s Jaguar crashes, pilot safe

Flames rise out of a burning IAF Jaguar that crashed in Kushinagar on Monday 

BSP, SP wary of Priyanka factor

Priyanka likely to address

media in Lko on Feb 4

Akhilesh: Cong
should support 
SP-BSP alliance

Cold wave conditions at some place in
UP, Agra coldest at 3.4 deg Celsius

Double murder rocks Meerut

CORRIGENDUM
Reference tender notice No. CBK/AE/K-2453/2 Dt.

03-01-2019 Dt. 03-01-2019 dated 03-01-2019 published
in Newspaper Dainik Jagran/Hindustan/Pioneer/Amar
Ujala/Daily Amal/Aaj/Rashtriya Sahara.

It is intimated that due to administrative reasons
above referred tender has been cancelled. 

(Harendra Singh) 
Chief Executive Officer, 

Kanpur Cantt. 

CANTONMENT BOARD, KANPUR CANTT. 
B.No 64, Subhas Chandra Bose Marg, Kanpur Cantt, U.P -208004

NOTICE

This is to inform that
Nasreen Jamal W/o Javed
Umar Farooqui 529/648/1 new
Basti Raheem Nagar,
Mahanagar Lucknow change
my name from Nasreen Jamal
to Nasreen Javed for all further
purposd.



city 03LUCKNOW | TUESDAY | JANUARY 29, 2019

Lucknow (PNS): President of Sahaba
Action Committee lodged a case against Shia
Waqf Board chairman Wasim Rizvi for
allegedly fanning sectarian hatred which they
said could even lead to riots. SHO, Chowk,
Umesh Srivastava said Rizvi launched the
trailer of Ram Janmabhoomi film, which is
also written and produced by him, on
November 19 last year. The FRI was regis-
tered on Sunday on a complaint lodged by
Abdul Wahid Farooqi of Chowk.

“In the film’s trailer, the content is against
Sunni caliphs and is highly objectionable. It
has offended the religious feelings of the
community. I also watched the trailer on
Youtube and found the content disparaging,”
Farooqi said. He said he had filed a writ in
High Court seeking its intervention after
police refused to take cognisance of the same.
“During the proceedings, the High Court
sought reply from the Union Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting and also
from Central Board of Film Certification. He
said the High Court told him to lodge a
police complaint if the sentiments of Sunni
community were hurt. “On court’s direction,
I contacted the police,” he said. The Chowk
SHO said a case had been registered against
Rizvi.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Lucknow University will conduct inter-
views for PhD admission from

February 7 to 16. Admission coordinator
Anil Mishra said the total number of seats
for PhD were 514 but the figure was ten-
tative. He said the final figure would be
announced at the time of final merit list
declaration. The Lucknow University
declared the results of the written exam
on Sunday.  The candidates who have
qualified CET and appeared in the inter-
view will be considered for the final
merit.“The overall merit list will be pre-
pared on the basis of marks obtained in
the written test and interview. This list will
be displayed on LU website as well as on
the notice board. Candidates who quali-
fy CET but do not appear for the inter-
view will not be considered for the final
merit,” said Mishra.

He said that the candidates who failed
to produce evidence for reservation
claimed such as OBC non-creamy layer

and SC/ST categories or differently-abled
sub-category and had below 55 per cent
marks in the qualifying exam (PG) would
not be eligible for admission. “Even if such
candidates have the required marks in the
qualifying examination but fail to secure
the prescribed percentage of marks in CET,
they will not be eligible for admission,” he
said. He added that the candidates would
have to report as per the schedule.

“An interview viva voce  will be con-
ducted wherein  the candidates are

required to discuss their research interest,
area through a presentation before the
interview panel. The interview, viva
voce will also consider the following
aspects which is whether the  candidate
possesses the competence for the proposed
research or whether the  research work can
be suitably undertaken at the Lucknow
University or whether the  proposed area
of research can contribute to new and
additional knowledge,” he said. He said
that all the candidates who were seeking
some sub- category reservation  would
have to get their certificates verified on the
day of the interview. 

“They will be informed about the
place of verification at the venue of the
interview. Such candidates have to bring
along their original and photocopy of the
certificates along with a printout of the
application form. Candidates who have
sought any subcategory reservation in
their application form but do not appear
for verification will not be given the ben-
efit claimed,” he added.

PhD entrance: LU to conduct
interviews from Feb 7 to 16

FIR against Rizvi 
for film trailer

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Ahead of the UP Board examinations
for classes X and XII, Deputy Chief

Minister Dinesh Sharma advised students
to not be afraid. “The class X exam is the
first milestone in a student’s life while that
of class 12 is the second one. Both these
examinations decide your future and
hence they are extremely important,”
Sharma said in a message to the students.

“Learning is a continuous process,
and the aim of the examination is not to
ascertain pass or fail, but to know the
extent of learning. Hence, the examina-
tions should be welcomed, and not be
afraid of,” he said. For success in exams,
the first requirement was self-learning
and time management and the second
was hardwork, he added.

Sharma, who is also the Minister for
Secondary Education and Higher
Education, laid stress on developing
writing skills along with reading skills.
“For actual success, one should not
indulge in using unfair means (during the
examination), avoid rote learning and

understand the subject matter holistical-
ly. This will induce confidence in students.
To pass with good marks accurate learn-
ing should be done. The NCERT books
are compendious in nature, and after
studying them, there will be no need to
study any other material,” he said. The
board will conduct the exams for both
classes from February 7.

Meanwhile, DIOS Mukesh Singh
said the exams would be conducted at 112
centres, including 54 sensitive centres, in
the district. Singh said the thrust would
be on ensuring copying-free exams.

“For the first time this year, we will
be assigning duties of invigilators by their
names. They will be asked to report from
February 1 itself so that we can determine
how many teachers are present and
accordingly assign duties. There will be
approximately 5,000 invigilators,” the
DIOS said. He added that seven flying
squads would operate in the district for
surprise checks. “The district administra-
tion will also assign  duties to zonal and
sectoral magistrates to check copying,” he
said.

DyCM asks UP Board students

to not be afraid of exams
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Dated : 28 Jan. 2019

Online tender for the one year through two bid system are invited from manufacture/
experienced contractors through the Government e-procurement portal http://eprocure.gov.in/
eprocure/app by the Cantonment Board Kanpur. The construction of works detailed in the table
given below. 

Sl. NIT NO. Name of work and location Estimated cost 
No. of tender  (Rs.)

1 CBK/K-2570/1 Supply, Fixing and Commissioning of Open 50,00,000/-
Air Gym Equipments.

The CEO/Board reserves the right to increase/decrease the estimated cost of works and
to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning reasons thereof. 

Tender document can be downloaded from www.eprocure.gov.in from 04.02.2019 onwards.
Online tenders can be uploaded till 25.02.2019 upto 1130 Hours. For any clarification contact in
Engineering Section of Cantonment Board Kanpur on any working day during office hours. The
bidder is advised to examine carefully all instructions, conditions of contract, contract data, forms,
terms, technical specifications, biII of quantity etc. in the bid document. Tenders will be accept-
ed via online mode only. 

(Harendra Singh) 
Chief Executive Officer, 

Kanpur Cantt. 

Office of the Cantonment Board
64, Subhash Chandra Bose Marg, Cantt Kanpur -208004

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Dated :    Jan. 2019

Cantonment Board Kanpur invites online tender in two bid system for establishing physio-
therapy centre in Cantt General Hospital of Cantt Board Kanpur  through the Government e-pro-
curement portal http://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. The detail of works is given below. 

S. NIT NO. Description of work 
No.
1 CBK/K-2571/1 Establishing physiotherapy centre in Cantt General Hospital in

Cantt  Board Kanpur on PPP Model.
Tender document can be downloaded from www.eprocure.gov.in from 01.02.2019 onwards.

Online tenders can be uploaded till 21.02.2019 upto 1130 Hours. For any clarification contact
in Cantonment Board Kanpur on any working day during office hours. Tenders will be accepted
via online mode only. 

Office of the Cantonment Board
64, Subhash Chandra Bose Marg, Cantt Kanpur -208004

(Harendra Singh) 
Chief Executive Officer, 

Cantonment Board, Kanpur

U.P. RAJYA VIDYUT
UTPADAN NIGAM
LTD. 'B' THERMAL
POWER STATION,

OBRA, SONEBHADRA, UP-
231219 Short Term Tender
Notice Inviting e-Bid(Re-
Tender) TENDER NO.:T-06/SE-
III/BTPS/EMD-II/18-19 Tender
ID: 2019_RVUNL 292088_2
Online e-Bids were invited for the
work of 'Dismantling, Shifting,
Erection, Testing &
Commissioning of old & used
breaker panel from' A' TPS to
Air Conditioning MCC plant of'
B'TPS, Obra. E-tender had
been uploaded on 07/01/2019 at
18:00 Hrs on UP Govt. e-tender
portal http://etender.up.nic.in.
Technical Bid. (Part-I) opening
date was on 24/01/2019 at
16:00 Hrs. Since No firm has
participated and time extension
could not be done due to inter-
net failure, hence online e-Bids
(Re-tender) are again invited for
the same work. E-tender had
been uploaded on 25/01/2019 at
18:55 Hrs on UP Govt. e-tender
portal http://etender.up.nic.in.
Technical Bid (Part-I) will be
opened on 02/02/2019 at 16:00
Hrs. Estimated Cost of work will
be approximately Rs. 3.65 Lacs
only. The E.M.D and Tender cost
for e-bid submission is Rs.
7500.00 and Rs. 296.00 respec-
tively. Total Quantity of work, ten-
der specification and other terms
& condition is as per tender doc-
ument available on the e-tender
portal. It may please be noted
that this is online bid and shall
be accepted online only on
website, http://etender.up.nic.in.
Information related to exten-
sion in due dates and corrigen-
dum if any shall be uploaded
only on the above website.
Bidders are advised to visit the
website on regular basis in
order to keep themselves
update. The last date of e-bid
submission is 31/01/2019 up to
18: 00 hrs. SUPERINTENDING
ENGINEER O&MC-III, BTPS,
OBRA No. 20 Date 28.01.2019
SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTREST OF NATION 

dk;kZy; mifuns'kd ¼fo0@;kW0½

jkT; d`f"k mRiknu e.Mh ifj"kn] m0iz0]
uohu xYyk e.Mh LFky] egsok paqxh] xksj[kiqj&273016

i=kad % fo0@;ka0¼fufonk½@2019&1018 fnukad 28-01-2019

bZ&fufonk lwpuk ¼vYidkyhu½
fuEufyf[kr dk;ksZa dh bZ&fufonk;sa foRrh; :i ls lqn`<+ ,oa e.Mh

ifj"kn esa jftLVMZ@vuqHkoh QeksZa ls fnukad 15-02-2019 dks vijkUg
11%30 cts bZ&VsUMj ds ek/;e ls vkuykbZu dk;kZy; mifuns'kd
¼foå@;kW0½ xksj[kiqj esa [kksyh tk;saxhA mä fufonk;sa fnukad
14-02-2019 dks vijkUg 1%00 cts rd osclkbZV www.etender.up.nic.in
ij vku ykbZu Hkjdj MkmuyksM dh tk ldrh gSA fufonknkrk dks
fnukad 14-02-2019 vijkUg 1%00 cts rd leLr fcM MkD;wesUV ,oa
leLr vko';d çi= lfgr dk;kZy; mifuns'kd ¼fo0@;‚0½] jkT;
—f"k mRiknu e.Mh ifj"kn] uohu Qy ,oa lCth e.Mh LFky egsok
pqaxh xksj[kiqj esa tek djuk vfuok;Z gksxkA

Ø0 dk;Z dk uke dk;Z dh fufonk /kjksgj dk;Z iathd`r
la0 ykxr dk ewY; /kujkf'k iw.kZ Bsdsnkjksa

¼:0 ¼:i;k½ ¼:0 djus dh
yk[k esa½ yk[k½ dh Js.kh

vof/k

1 uohu e.Mh LFky lyksu 3823200-00 1000+ 383000-00 03 fuekZrk
esa nks ux 50 Vu {kerk ¼18% o"kZ daiuh
ds dEi;wVjkbTM th-,l-Vh-
bysDVªfud os&foztst
ds rhu o"kZ rd
dEizsgsfUlo vuqj{k.k ,oa 
lapkyu dk dk;ZA

2 uohu e.Mh LFky rqylhiqj 3823200-00 1000+ 383000-00 03 fuekZrk
esa nks ux 50 Vu ¼18% o"kZ daiuh
{kerk ds dEi;wVjkbTM th-,l-Vh-
bysDVªfud os&foztst
ds rhu o"kZ rd
dEizsgsfUlo vuqj{k.k ,oa 
lapkyu dk dk;ZA

3 uohu e.Mh LFky nso& 3823200-00 1000+ 383000-00 03 fuekZrk
fj;k esa nks ux 50 Vu ¼18% o"kZ daiuh
{kerk ds dEi;wVjkbTM th-,l-Vh-
bysDVªfud os&foztst
ds rhu o"kZ rd
dEizsgsfUlo vuqj{k.k ,oa 
lapkyu dk dk;ZA

4 uohu e.Mh LFky cknka 1911600-00 1000+ 192000-00 03 fuekZrk
esa ,d ux 50 Vu ¼18% o"kZ daiuh
{kerk ds dEi;wVjkbTM th-,l-Vh-
bysDVªfud os&foztst
ds rhu o"kZ rd
dEizsgsfUlo vuqj{k.k ,oa 
lapkyu dk dk;ZA

5 uohu e.Mh LFky cy& 1911600-00 1000+ 192000-00 03 fuekZrk
jkeiqj esa ,d ux 50 Vu ¼18% o"kZ daiuh
{kerk ds dEi;wVjkbTM th-,l-Vh-
bysDVªfud os&foztst
ds rhu o"kZ rd
dEizsgsfUlo vuqj{k.k ,oa 
lapkyu dk dk;ZA

6 uohu e.Mh LFky tkQ& 1911600-00 1000+ 192000-00 03 fuekZrk
jxat esa ,d ux 50 Vu ¼18% o"kZ daiuh
{kerk ds dEi;wVjkbTM th-,l-Vh-
bysDVªfud os&foztst
ds rhu o"kZ rd
dEizsgsfUlo vuqj{k.k ,oa 
lapkyu dk dk;ZA

7 uohu e.Mh LFky dohZ 1911600-00 1000+ 192000-00 03 fuekZrk
esa ,d ux 50 Vu ¼18% o"kZ daiuh
{kerk ds dEi;wVjkbTM th-,l-Vh-
bysDVªfud os&foztst
ds rhu o"kZ rd
dEizsgsfUlo vuqj{k.k ,oa 
lapkyu dk dk;ZA

uksV %&
1- Vs.Mj MkD;wesUV osclkbV www.etender.up.nic.in. ij fnukad

14-02-2019 vijkUg 1%00 cts rd miyC/k jgsxkA
2- /kjksgj /kujkf'k dk ewY; mifuns'kd ¼fo0@;‚å½ ds [kkrk LVsV

cSad vkQ bf.M;k dh 'kk[kk egsok e.Mh ¼Qy e.Mh½ ds [kkrs la0
34137674020 vkbZ0,Q0lh0 dksM la0& SBIN0015118 ,oa fufonk
dk ewY; ¼th0,l0Vh0 lfgr½ [kkrk la0 34137671507 vkbZ0,Q0lh0
dksM la0&SBIN0015118 mifuns'kd fo0@;‚å ds uke
vkj0Vh0th0,l0 djuk gksxkA ftldks cSad ls lEikfnr ;w0Vh0vkj0
uEcj gkMZ dkih esa miyC/k djkuk gksxk ,oa viyksM Hkh djuk
vfuok;Z gksxkA 

3- :0 100-00 dk LVkEi isij ds lkFk :0 1-00 dk jsosU;w fVdV
yxkdj tek djuk vfuok;Z gSA

4- bZ&fufonk ewY; fuekZrk dEifu;ksa }kjk gh Mkyh tk ldrh gS]
ftuds ikl foxr nks o"kksZa esa izR;sd o"kZ esa de ls de 10-00
djksM+ dk VuZ&vksoj gksuk pkfg,] ljdkjh@v/kZ&ljdkjh@futh
{ks= esa de ls de 50 os&fczt yxkus dk vuqHko] nks o"kksZa dk
ijQkesZUl izek.k i= ,oa jk"Vªh;d`r cSad }kjk fuxZr 2 djksM+ dk
gSfl;r izek.k i= mRrj izns'k esa 2 os&fczt dk lfoZl ls.Vj
ftlds ejEer dk ykbZlsal m0iz0 'kklu }kjk fuxZr fd;k x;k
gks] funs'kd fof/k eki }kjk ekWMy dk vuqeksnu ,oa VuZ vksoj dh
izekf.kr cSysal lhV lanfHkZr leLr izek.k i= layXu djuk gksxkA

5- vk;dj@Je foHkkx ds fu;eksa ds vuqlkj dVkSrh Bsdsnkj ds ns;dksa
ls dh tk;sxhA vuqcU/k xBu ds 60 fnu ds vUnj Je foHkkx esa
iathdj.k djkuk vko';d gksxkA

6- bZ&fufonknkrk ckj dkmfUly dk lnj; ugha gksuk pkfg, ,sls
fufonknkrk dks fufonk Mkyus dh vuqefr ugha gksxh ftuds lxs
lEcU/kh ¼çFke CyM fjysVsM½] e.Mh ifj"kn esa dk;Zjr gkasxs A

7- osclkbZV www.etender.up.nic.in. ls MkmuyksM fd;s x;s QkeZ
esa fdlh Hkh rjg dh fHkUurk dh fLFkfr eas dk;kZy; esa vuqjf{kr
fufonk QkeZ dh ewyçfr gh ekU; gksxhA

8- ,d ;k leLr bZ&fufonk;sa fcuk dkj.k crk;sa fujLr djus dk
iw.kZ vf/kdkj mifuns'kd ¼foå@;kW0½ jkT; —f"k mRiknu e.Mh
ifj"kn m0ç0] xksj[kiqj dks gksxkA

9- bZ&fufonk 90 fnu rd ekU; gksxhaA
10- ,sls jktif=r vfHk;Urk@vf/kdkjh] ftudk jkT; ljdkj vFkok

dsUæ ljdkj dh lsok ls lsokfuo`Rr gq, nks o"kZ ls de vof/k iw.kZ
dh gks bZ&fufonk Mkyus dk vf/kdkj ugha gksxk A

11- 'kklukns'k la[;k 4435@N%&iq0&14&06&50¼7½@2006 fnukad
02-11-2016 ds vuqlkj ftykf/kdkjh egksn; ls fuxZr pfj=
çek.k i= ,oa gSfl;r izek.k i= dks :0 100@00 ds LVSEi isij
ij Hkj dj çk:i Vh&6 ds :i esa 'kiFk i= layXu djuk vfuok;Z
gksxkA

12- 'kklu ds fu;ekuqlkj th0,l0Vh0 18 izfr'kr vyx ls ns; gksxhA

mi funs'kd ¼fo0@;k0½
e.Mh ifj"kn] xksj[kiqj

dk;k Zy; vf/k'kklh
vfHk;Urk] fo|qr tkuin
[k.M] dsLdks] vkj0ih0
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locality in Thakurganj had left
for Jalaun along with his fam-
ily after his mother-in-law
died there on January 14.
“The doors were properly
locked and I asked some of
my acquaintance to keep a
watch on the house. On
Sunday afternoon, my neigh-
bour Ram Gopal informed
me about the theft and I
returned home on Sunday
night,” said Singh,  who is a
KGMU employee.

He said the miscreants

searched each room and
decamped with Rs 36,000 in
cash and ornaments worth
lakhs of rupees. 

The thieves also took
away an LED TV from the
house,” Singh said. A case of
theft was registered in this
connection and investigations
were on. Sub-inspector
Ramesh Chandra Varun has
been assigned the case. 

In Ashiyana, thieves
struck the house of a photo-
journalist and made off with

cash and jewelry worth Rs
12.5 lakh on the intervening
night of Sunday and Monday.
The complainant, identified as
DK Kushwaha (26), works
with a Hindi newspaper.
According to police,
Kushwaha was in Allahabad
for his ring ceremony when
thieves broke into his house.
The incident came to light on
Tuesday morning when his
neighbours saw the door of
his house open and goods
scattered across the floor.

REPUBLIC DAY
Delhi Public School,

Gomti Nagar Extension,
organised a special assembly
to mark Republic Day. The
assembly started with princi-
pal Aarti Nigam hoisting the
national flag and congratulating everyone on the occasion of
70th Republic Day. There were captivating dance and song per-
formances by the students evoking the spirit of patriotism, broth-
erhood and peace. 

GREAT KINDNESS CHALLENGE
Little Friends School, Gomti Nagar, kicked off the 9th annu-

al ‘Great Kindness Challenge’, presented by Kids for Peace on
Monday. During this week, students will indulge in as many
kind acts as possible, choosing from a 50-item checklist. Kids
for Peace is a California-based organisation that provides a plat-
form to youths to actively engage in socially-conscious lead-
ership, community service, global friendships, and thoughtful
acts of kindness.

CMS TABLEAU SECURES FIRST POSITION
The tableau of City

Montessori School
won the first prize at
the Republic Day
parade. Various items
presented by CMS stu-
dents also won six
prizes. The tableau will
be in the CMS Kanpur
Road premises till
February 2.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

Forest Minister Dara Singh
Chauhan said on Monday

the target this year was to
plant 22 crore saplings. While
addressing mediapersons at
Kukrail after a review meeting
with the forest officials, the
minister said microplans would
be prepared for each gram
panchayat. He said saplings
would be planted as per the
requirements of farmers.

The minister said that the
target could be achieved by the
officials if they worked with
honesty and inspire confidence
among the farmers. Principal
chief conservator of forest
Pawan Kumar said they have
finished making microplans
of 60 per cent of the gram pan-
chayats and by the first week of

February, they would be
through with the same for all
gram panchayats in the state. 

An analysis of the
microplans would be carried
out and plants would be grown
in nurseries depending upon
the demands of farmers, he
added. Forest officials said that
a comprehensive strategy for

plantation and monitoring had
been chalked out and presen-
tations were also made.

Principal Secretary, Forest,
Kalpana Awasthi has issued
directions for proper planning
of the budget, proper utilisation
of funds and for maintaining
the quality of plants besides
monitoring at all levels.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

In line with the national
launch, Uttar Pradesh on

Monday organised the state
launch of  Anaemia Mukt
Bharat (AMB) under the aegis
of National Health Mission.
Health  officers from 75 dis-
tricts, ICDS and education
officers from 18 divisions and
aspirational districts participat-
ed in the programme.  

Minister for Family
Welfare Rita Bahuguna Joshi
inaugurated the event and said
addressing anaemia required a
change in thinking as people
did not take tablets despite
their availability. “There is a
need for continuous reinforce-
ment of messages by our front-
line functionaries. Only when
we change the mindset will we
be able to achieve the planned
targets,” she said.

Director of National
Health Mission Pankaj Kumar
said they were implementing
Pradhan Mantri Surakshit
Matritva Abhiyaan, Maa pro-
gramme, Pradhanmantri
Matritva Vandana Yojana and
others. It was important to
reduce the anaemic levels for
fighting malnutrition in UP, he
added. Speakers at the pro-
gramme said that Anaemia
Mukt Bharat programme
focuses on 6X6X6 strategy to
combat this disease  i.e.  6 ben-
eficiaries, 6 interventions and
6 institutional mechanisms.
“The 6 beneficiaries include-
children 6 months-5 years,
Children 5 years to 9 years,
adolescents  boys and girls 10
to 19 years, pregnant women,
lactating women and women
in the reproductive age group
of 20-24 years. The 6 interven-
tions consist of prophylactic
supplementation programme,
deworming, Behaviour Change
Communication Campaign,
use of digital methods for

anaemia testing, iron and folic
acid fortification of foods and
addressing non-nutritional
causes of anaemia. The insti-
tutional mechanism will
emphasise on coordination
and convergence between the
departments concerned,
strengthening the supply chain
and logistics, a national AMB
unit and a digital portal,” it was
stated. 

“Anaemia impairs cogni-
tive and motor development
among children, increases their
susceptibility to illness and in
adults reduces working capac-
ity and productivity. In preg-
nancy this contributes to high
maternal and neonatal mortal-
ity and morbidity, obstetrical
risks, impairment of foetal
development and low birth
weight,” said the speakers at the
programme.

In Uttar Pradesh,  as per
the NFHS 4, 52.4 per cent
women in the age group of 15-
49 years suffer from some
form of anaemia, a figure
which has gone up from 49.9
pc in NFHS 3. The same sur-
vey shows that 63.2 pc chil-
dren aged 6-59 months are
anaemic in the state. Several
programmes are in place to
address the challenge. Still a lot
needs to be done to achieve
the desired goal. 

UP launches campaign 

to prevent anaemia

SCHOOLSCAN

CITYBRIEFS

Cabinet Minister Rita Bahuguna Joshi
inaugurating the campaign against
anaemia in Lucknow on Monday
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Taking advantage of lax
patrolling, thieves made off

with cash, jewellery and other
valuables from two houses in
Thakurganj and Ashiyana. 

Ranjeet Singh of Palm City

Thieves decamp with cash, 
valuables from two houses

HOSTEL RAIDED
Director of IPPR,

Lucknow University, Narendra
Kumar Pandey said that a
raid was conducted in
Mahmudabad hostel on
Monday.  Three students
unauthorisedly residing in the
hostel — Shailendra Singh
Shailu, Sumit Singh and Hari
Om — were caught and hand-
ed over to police. These stu-
dents were earlier suspended
and permitted to complete
BA (III) only after furnishing
an affidavit to ensure good
conduct. However, they were
debarred from the hostel facil-
ity. “Shailendra Singh has a
non-bailable warrant against
him. A student identified as
Aman Bajpai managed to
escape. A case was lodged
against him for beating up
employees of the hostel,” said
Pandey.

BLOOD DONATION
Roti-Kapda Bank

Foundation organised a blood
donation camp at Nidan
Diagnostics in Gomti Nagar
on the occasion of 70th
Republic Day. The camp was

devoted to the poor who can-
not afford and arrange blood
for their loved ones in need.
More than 35 people donated
blood.

JAN SUNWAI
A ‘jan sunwai’ (public

hearing) was organised by All-
India Union of Forest Working
People at Gandhi Bhawan on
Monday. People from several
districts alleged harassment

at the hands of Forest depart-
ment. The programme wit-
nessed the participation of
people from districts which
have extensive forest areas
such as Sonebhadra,
Lakhimpur Kheri, Gonda,
Maharajganj, Pilibhit, Bijnore,
Saharanpur, Jalaun, Lalitpur,
Banda and Chitrakoot.

AWARDED
Lucknow Metro Rail

Corporation was awarded for
the adoption of green solutions
for projects in India at the ‘Rail
Analysis Innovation and
Excellence Summit’ in New
Delhi. The LMRC team was
felicitated for strengthening
the transport infrastructure
of Lucknow city.

Republic Day being celebrated at the
regional office of Gramin Bank of
Aryavart in Alambagh

Target this year is to plant

22 crore saplings: Minister 
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Desi tunes will enthral the
spectators this year at the

“Beating the Retreat ceremony”
at Vijay Chowk, Rajpath here
on Tuesday. Out of 27 perfor-
mances by the three Services
bands besides State police and
para-military, 19 tunes have
been composed by Indian
musicians. President Ram Nath
Kovind, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and several
other leaders will witness the
grand ceremony marking the
culmination of four-day long
Republic Day celebrations.

The Indian tunes include
Indian Star, Paharon ki Rani,

Kumaoni Geet, Jai Janam
Bhumi, Queen of Satpura,
Marooni, Vijay, Soldier-My
Valentine, Bhupal, Vijay Bharat,
Aakash Ganga, Gangotri,
Namaste India, Samudrika, Jai
Bharat, Young India, Veerta Ki
Misal, Amar Senani and
Bhumiputra officials said here
on Monday. The eight western
tunes will be Fanfare by
Buglers, Sound Barrier,
Emblazoned, Twilight, Alert
(Post Horn Gallop), Space
Flight, Drummers Call and
Abide with me. The event will
come to a close with the ever-
popular tune of Sare Jahan se
Acha.

The ceremony at the Vijay

Chowk on January 29th every
year marks the culmination of
the four-day-long Republic
Day celebrations. This year, 15
Military Bands, 15 Pipes and
Drums Bands from Regimental
Centres and Battalions are par-
ticipating in the ceremony.
Besides one each of Indian
Navy and Indian Air Force
band will also form part of the
event. Another band of the
State Police and para-military
comprising Central Industrial
Security Force, Central Reserve
Police Force and Delhi Police
will also take part.

The principal conductor of
“Beating the Retreat” ceremo-
ny will be Vijay D’Cruz while

Army Military bands conduc-
tor will be Subedar Parwinder
Singh and the Navy and Air
Force band conductors will be
Master Chief Petty Officer
Vincent Johnson and Junior
Warrant Officer Ashok Kumar
respectively.

The conductor of the State
Police and para-military bands
will be Inspector Ganesh Dutt
Pandey. Buglers will perform
under the leadership of
Subedar Digar Singh and pipes
and drums bands will play
under the instructions of
Subedar Major Dev Singh
Thapa.

“Beating the Retreat” has
emerged as an event of nation-

al pride when the Colours and
Standards are paraded. The
ceremony traces its origins to
the early 1950s when Major
Roberts of the Indian Army
indigenously developed the
unique ceremony of display by
the massed bands. 

“Beating the Retreat”
marks a centuries old military
tradition, when the troops
ceased fighting, sheathed their
arms and withdrew from the
battlefield and returned to the
camps at sunset at the sound-
ing of the Retreat. 

Colours and Standards are
cased and flags lowered. The
ceremony creates nostalgia for
the times gone by.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Asserting that his
Government fast forward-

ed pending defence projects for
years and ensured they mate-
rialised on ground, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
here on Monday the
Government will take all “big
and tough” decisions to ensure
national security.

Making this point while
addressing the National Cadet
Corps (NCC) rally, he also
said India is a strong proponent
of peace but it will not hesitate
to take steps to ensure nation-
al security.

He also said corruption
cannot be a part of “New India”
and those indulging in graft
will not be spared.

The “New India”, he said,
will give opportunities and
respect to “karmayogi” (the
one who proves himself
through his work).

“I want to assure you that
your family of birth, your eco-
nomic situation...This will not
determine your future. Your
skills, hardwork and self-con-
fidence will give you results,” he
said. The Prime Minister said
his Government is trying to
replace the VIP culture with
EPI — “Every Person is
Important”.

At a time when he has been
facing attacks from the
Opposition over the Rafale

fighter jet deal, Modi said,
“Projects pending since
decades related fighter aircraft
and modernisation have mate-
rialised on the ground. Missiles,
tanks and helicopters are being
made. “I want to assure the
nation and the youths that in
coming days all big and tough
decisions will be taken that are
necessary for the security of the
country,” Modi said.

He said a lot of important
decisions have been taken for
defence and security in the last

four-and-a-half years and that
India is now among the select
few countries which have
developed the nuclear triad.

The Prime Minister noted
that whatever the Government
has been able to do, has been
actively supported by the
youth.

“You (the youth) took for-
ward the cleanliness move-
ment through the Swachchh
Bharat movement, you backed
a tough decision like demon-
etisation aimed at fighting cor-

ruption, you played an impor-
tant role in bringing in clean
and transparent system
through Digital India. You
saved every programme from
becoming just a Government
initiative,” he said.

Emphasising that there was
no difference between girls
and boys, Modi said the
Government has taken steps to
ensure that girls are connected
to every possible opportunity.
He said women have donned
the role of fighter pilots, an all-

women crew of the Indian
Navy circumnavigated the
world, and now his
Government has taken steps to
induct women in military
police and take it to nearly 20
per cent of the corp. 

Modi appreciated the hard
work put in by the cadets, many
of whom come from villages
and small towns.  He said
many NCC cadets have gone
on to make the country proud.
In this context, he mentioned
famous athlete Hima Das. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

attached assets worth nearly
`240 crore of a firm linked to
TMC MP KD Singh in con-
nection with a money laun-
dering case relating to alleged
Ponzi scam involving an
amount of over `1,900 crore. 

The properties seized by
the ED included a resort in
Kufri, a showroom in
Chandigarh, properties in
Panchkula and Haryana, and
bank accounts. 

The ED’s probe against
Singh and his firm Ms
Alchemist Infra Realty Limited
dates back to September 2016
when it filed a criminal case
under the PMLA taking cog-
nisance of a charge sheet filed
against the company, its direc-
tors and others by market reg-
ulator SEBI. 

Investigation conducted
by ED revealed that the
Proceeds of Crime generated
by Alchemist Infra Realty Ltd
was allegedly laundered
through the web of companies.

Investigations also revealed
that the funds mobilised by
Alchemist Infra Realty from
various investors were never
utilised for the purpose for
which they were collected and
the same were transferred to
the bank accounts of other
group companies which were
mainly paper companies from
where they were systematical-
ly siphoned off by the accused
and used to purchase proper-
ties at various locations in the
country, the ED said in a
statement. 

“All such assets in Punjab,
Haryana, Shimla and bank
accounts in HDFC Bank worth
`239.39 identified during the

course of investigations, have
been provisionally attached,”
according to the statement.   

The agency said it has
issued a provisional order
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) for
attaching properties situated at
various places like Chandigarh,
Panchkula, Derabassi, SAS
Nagar (Punjab), Shimla and
also bank accounts in HDFC
Bank against Alchemist Infra
Realty Ltd.

The ED had last year sum-
moned the Rajya Sabha
Member of Parliament, now
sidelined in the Trinamool
Congress (TMC), as part of
these investigations. 

The agencies have alleged
that the company launched an
illegal collective investment
scheme, also called a ponzi or
chit fund scheme, and
mobilised funds to the tune of
`1,916 crore from the public in
the years preceding 2015.

The firm allegedly
launched the scheme “without
the approval” of the SEBI and
led to cheating of gullible
investors.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari’s comments that

politicians failing to fulfil
dreams to people are beaten up
by the public gave enough
ammunition to the Congress
on Monday as it grabbed the
opportunity to claim that the
BJP leader’s statement was
aimed at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.  The BJP on its
part asserted that the former
BJP president was only expos-
ing the Opposition party.

Speaking at a function in
Mumbai on Sunday, Gadkari
said politicians who sold
dreams to people but failed to
make them a reality got “beat-
en up” by the public. He also
asserted that he was a doer and
delivered on his promises.

Opposition parties claimed
that his remarks were aimed at
Modi, who was accused by
them of making lofty promis-
es to come to power but failing
to realise them.

Congress spokesperson
Manish Tewari cited a Hindi
proverb — “kahin pe nigahein,
kahin pe nishana” (looking at

something, aiming at some-
thing else) — to claim that
Gadkari’s eyes were on the
prime minister’s chair and his
target was Modi.

“I do not think this should
surprise anyone. If you see
this statement in the context of
his (Gadkari’s) earlier remarks,
in which he had said ‘we did
not expect to come to power, so
we made the promises that
came to mind’.... So, if you see
these two  statements in the
proper context, it will be clear
who it was aimed at,” Tewari
said at Press conference. 

The ruling BJP, however,
dismissed such suggestions
and said Gadkari, a former
party president, was targeting
the Congress and “exposing”
how the opposition party had
damaged the country.

HRD minister and BJP
leader Prakash Javadekar said,

“Gadkari was exposing how the
Congress has damaged the
country and was citing exam-
ples of how the country is
progressing under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi...He delivers
impactful speeches to expose
the Congress”.

The Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) said Gadkari’s
words reflected the voices with-
in the BJP against the “failure”
of the prime minister. 

Gadkari’s recent remarks
have often ignited political
speculation with rival parties
interpreting those as a dig at the
BJP leadership. In December
last year, Gadkari had said at an
event in Pune that leadership
should have the tendency to
own up defeats and failures.

The remarks had come
days after the saffron party’s
dismal show in the Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh Assembly polls.
As the comments created a
controversy, Gadkari had said
his statements were twisted
and alleged that “there was a
sinister campaign by some
opposition parties and a section
of the media to twist” his com-
ments and “draw politically
motivated inferences to
malign” him and his party. 
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The Congress and the BJP on
Monday engaged in a war

of words over the issue of dig-
nity of women. While Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi demanded
resignation of Union Minister
Anantkumar Hegde for his
controversial remarks about a
Congress leader’s wife, HRD
Minister Prakash Javadekar
sought explanation from Rahul
for the misbehaviour with a
woman by former Chief
Minister K Siddaramaiah at a
public meeting in Mysuru.

Siddaramaiah’s action
prompted the National
Commission for Women to
write to Karnataka police seek-
ing appropriate action on the
matter. Hegde on Sunday had
reportedly said at a public
event that any hand that touch-
es a Hindu girl “should not
exist”. Criticised by Congress
leader Dinesh Gundu Rao for
his remarks, the Union
Minister of State for Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship tweeted, “I
shall definitely answer this guy
@dineshgrao’s queries, before
which could he please reveal

himself as to who he is along
with his achievements? I only
know him as a guy who ran
behind a Muslim lady.” Rao is
married to a Muslim woman.

Slamming, Hegde,
Congress chief said he is “unfit”
to be a Union Minister and
deserves to be sacked. “This
man is an embarrassment to
every Indian. He’s unfit to be a
Union Minister and deserves to

be sacked,” Rahul said reacting
to the reported remarks. 

Amid the political insta-
bility in the JD(S)-Congress
coalition Government in
Karnataka, former Chief
Minister K Siddaramaiah land-
ed himself in a controversy
when he engaged in a verbal
duel with a woman and
snatched the microphone from
her, dislodging her dupatta in

the process at an event in
Varuna in Mysuru. 

BJP condemned the inci-
dent involving Siddaramaiah
which was caught on camera
with the video of it going viral.
The video showed a spat
between Siddaramaiah and
Jamalar, a former District
Panchayat member, who said
she was upset that his son
Yathindra “showed up” seven
months after getting elected.
Her accusation irked
Siddaramaiah, who said his
son keeps visiting the con-
stituency, which she strongly
contested.

“Rahul Gandhi should tell
what he will do with him
(Siddaramaiah). This is a crime,
the way he abused her,” said
Javadekar. He alleged that
Congress only respects women
from one family, in an appar-
ent reference to the Gandhi
family. “That’s how they see
women, they haven’t changed
since the tandoor case,” he
added.

Javadekar was referring to
the 1995 “tandoor” murder
case in which former youth
Congress leader Sushil Sharma
is accused of killing his wife

Naina Sahni by first chopping
her body and then burning it
in a basement oven. Sharma is
currently serving a 
life sentence. Condemning
Siddaramaiah for losing cool,
BJP State president BS
Yeddyurappa said, The aggriev-
ed woman is from Congress.
She is complaining that the
MLA is not available.

Siddaramaiah on his part
hit back at BJP and stated that
BJP is insulting the woman to
give the incident a political
colour. “Everybody knows
how much regard BJP has for
women. I don’t need anything
to learn from them,” he tweet-
ed. The woman tapped the
table to buttress her point, fur-
ther enraging Siddaramaiah
who shouted at her and
forcibly asked her to sit. 

As she beat the table the
second time, Siddaramaiah
lost his cool and snatched the
microphone with which the
dupatta  got  entangled.
“NCWIndia has taken Suo
Motu cognisance. Will write
to Karnataka Police to take
appropriate action,” NCW
chief Rekha Sharma said on
twitter. 
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Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Monday alleged

that the “Goa audio tapes”,
cited by the Congress to attack
the Centre on the Rafale issue,
were authentic and the State’s
Chief Minister Manohar
Parrikar is in possession of
“explosive secrets” that give
him power over Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. 

His sharp attack came days
after the Congress cited an
audio tape in which Goa
Minister Vishwajit Rane was
purportedly heard telling an
unidentified person that
Parrikar has Rafale files, due to
which, he has managed to con-
tinue in the chair.

Tagging a media report in
which Rane was quoted as

saying after the row erupted in
the first week of January that
the tapes were “doctored”, the
Congress chief tweeted: “30
days since the Goa Audio Tapes
on RAFALE were released. No
FIR or enquiry ordered. No

action against the Minister
either!”

“It’s obvious that the tapes
are authentic & that Goa CM,
Parrikar, is in possession of
explosive Rafale secrets, that
give him power over the PM,”
Rahul said. A war of words had
erupted between the Congress
and the BJP over Parrikar’s pur-
ported claim that he had a file
on the Rafale jet deal “lying in
his bedroom”.

In the clip released by the
Congress, Rane was purport-
edly heard saying that during
a Goa cabinet meeting, Parrikar
stated he had an entire file and
all documents relating to the
Rafale deal lying in his bed-
room. Parrikar, on his part, had
termed the audio clip as a des-
perate attempt to fabricate
facts.
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The 2G trial court headed by
Judge OP Saini on Monday,

preponed the hearing the
Aircel Maxis case and extend-
ed the interim protection from
arrest given to former Finance
Minister P Chidambaram and
son Karti till February 18 in the
Aircel-Maxis case. Earlier hear-
ing was fixed on February 1. By
extending the protection up to
February 18, Judge Saini noted
that that he will not be available
on February 1 for which the
matter was earlier listed.

Many CBI and ED officials
said they were not aware about
the pre-poning the hearing
date. Meanwhile, Delhi High
Court has already reserved

Chidambaram’s petition for
protection from arrest in INX
Media bribery case last week
for pronouncement of the
order. 

CBI and ED, in their replies
to the anticipatory bail pleas of
Chidambarams, had recently
told the court that custodial
interrogation of both the
accused was required since

various new materials have
surfaced after filing of the
charge sheet, alleging that they
were not cooperating in the
probe.

Meanwhile Supreme Court
on Monday asked the
Enforcement Directorate to
specify by January 30 the date
on which it wants to interrogate
on Karti. The apex court was
considering Karti’s petition to
go abroad to attend tennis
matches related works. The
bench comprising Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justice
Sanjiv Khanna asked Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the ED, to seek instruc-
tions and give the date on
which the probe agency want-
ed to quiz Karti.

Hegde remark sparks BJP, Cong row
ED attaches `240-cr assets in
Ponzi linked to TMC MP

Will take big, tough decisions: ModiCong claims Gadkari’s

remarks aimed at PM

Union Min exposed

Opposition, says BJP

Speaking at a function
in Mumbai on Sunday,

Gadkari said
politicians who sold

dreams to people but
failed to make them a
reality got ‘beaten up’

by the public

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inspects guard of honour at the Prime Minister's NCC Rally in New Delhi on Monday PTI

Making this point

while addressing

the National Cadet

Corps (NCC) rally,

he also said India

is a strong

proponent of peace

but it will not

hesitate to take

steps to ensure

national security.

He also said

corruption cannot

be a part of “New

India” and those

indulging in graft

will not be spared

Beating the Retreat: Desi tunes to enthral spectators today

Tri-services bands perform during a rehearsal for the Beating Retreat ceremony at Vijay Chowk in New Delhi on Monday PTI

Goa audio tapes authentic, Parrikar in
possession of explosive secrets: RaGa

Protection from arrest to PC,

Karti extended till Feb 18

AIRCEL-MAXIS CASE
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The Supreme Court on
Monday asked the

Enforcement Directorate to
specify by January 30 the dates
on which it wants to interrogate
Karti Chidambaram, son of
senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram, in INX Media
and Aircel Maxis cases.

Karti has sought the court’s
nod to travel to France, Spain,
Germany and the United
Kingdom for the next few
months for international tennis
tournaments organised by
‘Totus Tennis Ltd’.

The apex court however
made it clear that if Karti
evades the probe agency then
it may not permit him to trav-
el for international tennis tour-
naments organised by the UK-
based company.  

“No tennis for him if he
evades,” said a bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi
and Justice Sanjiv Khanna.

The plea has said that Karti
is associated with tennis as a
“former player, current admin-
istrator and entrepreneur”.

The bench asked Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the ED, to seek instruc-
tions and give dates on which
the probe agency wanted to
quiz Karti.

“We will ensure both. We
will ensure that he appears
before you (ED) and he goes for
his tennis assignment,” it said.

The probe agency has
opposed the plea of Karti seek-
ing permission to travel abroad
and has said that he has been
evasive, non-cooperative and
caused delay in completing
the investigations.

SC asks ED to provide
dates for questioning Karti

2 The Union Minister of State for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship tweeted, “I shall definitely answer this guy
@dineshgrao’s queries, before which could he please reveal himself
as to who he is along with his achievements? I only know him as a
guy who ran behind a Muslim lady.” Rao is married to a Muslim
woman

2 Rahul Gandhi demanded resignation of Union Minister Anantkumar
Hegde for his controversial remarks about a Congress leader’s wife
He’s unfit to be a Union Minister and deserves to be sacked, Rahul
said reacting to the reported remarks

2 Amid the political instability in the JD(S)-Congress coalition
Government in Karnataka, former Chief Minister K Siddaramaiah
landed himself in a controversy when he engaged in a verbal duel
with a woman and snatched the microphone from her, dislodging
her dupatta in the process at an event in Varuna in Mysuru

2 HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar sought explanation from Rahul for
the misbehavior with a woman by former Chief Minister K
Siddaramaiah at a public meeting in Mysuru

MIN’S HINDU GIRL COMMENT The properties
seized by the ED

included a resort in
Kufri, a showroom

in Chandigarh,
properties in

Panchkula and
Haryana, and bank

accounts

In the clip released by the
Congress, Rane was

purportedly heard saying
that during a Goa cabinet
meeting, Parrikar stated
he had an entire file and
all documents relating to

the Rafale deal lying in his
bedroom. Parrikar, on his
part, had termed the audio

clip as a desperate
attempt to fabricate facts
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Ahmedabad: The CBI told a
special court on Monday that
it is waiting for Gujarat
Government’s sanction to pros-
ecute retired police officers
accused in the Ishrat Jahan
alleged fake encounter case.

The court of special CBI
judge JK Pandya posted the
matter for hearing on February
16 after the CBI said it is
awaiting a reply from the state
Government on sanction to
prosecute retired police officials
D G Vanzara and NK Amin
under section 197 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).

The court had earlier
rejected discharge applications
of the two retired police offi-
cers, who were named as
accused by the CBI in the
2004 alleged fake encounter of
Ishrat and three others.

While rejecting their dis-
charge applications in August
last year, the court had sought
status from the CBI on whether
sanction was sought from the

State Government to prosecute
them so that it could proceed
further with the framing of
charges against the two former
police officials.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation had, at the time,
told the court that permission
was sought from the State
Government to prosecute the
retired police officials.

Vanzara is a former deputy
inspector general of police,
while Amin retired as super-
intendent of police.

Jahan, a 19-year-old
woman from Mumbra near
Mumbai, Javed Shaikh alias
Pranesh Pillai, Amjadali
Akbarali Rana and Zeeshan
Johar were killed in an alleged
fake encounter by police on the
outskirts of Ahmedabad on
June 15, 2004.

The Gujarat police had then
claimed that the four had links
with terrorists and had plotted
to kill then Gujarat Chief
Minister Narendra Modi. PTI

Amaravati: Protests against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during his visit to Tamil Nadu
reflected the “mood of the
nation”, Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu said on Monday.

The Tamilians protested
with black flags and balloons,
against the neglect of the state
that suffered damages in
cyclone ‘Gaja’, Naidu told his
party leaders during a tele-con-
ference here, warning Modi
would face much severe
protests in Andhra Pradesh.

“The protests in Madurai
reflected the mood of the
nation against the BJP.
Compared to Tamil Nadu, the
Centre did grave injustice to

AP,” Naidu said.
“Modi and (Amit) Shah

will face much severe protests
and opposition if they visit AP,”
he asserted.

He said there was every
need to save the country 
and also fight for the rights of
the States.

“We should work with the
sole objective of defeating the
BJP,” he told the Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) rank and file.

Marumalarchi Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(MDMK) cadres, led by party
founder Vaiko had on 
Sunday staged a protest against
Modi in Madurai, accusing
him of betraying the interests
of Tamil Nadu. PTI

Guwahati: The chief of the
National Democratic Front of
Bodoland (NDFB), Ranjan
Daimary, and 14 others were on
Monday convicted by a CBI fast
track court in the 2008 case of
serial bomb blasts in Assam that
had left 88 people dead.

CBI Special Judge Aparesh
Chakraborty convicted them
under various sections of the
IPC. The quantum of the pun-
ishment will be announced on
Wednesday.

Besides Daimary, others
convicted in the case are
George Bodo, B Tharai, Raju
Sarkar, Nilim Daimary, Anchai
Bodo, Indra Brahma, Loko
Basumatary, Khargeswar
Basumatary, Prabhat Bodo,
Jayanta Bodo, Ajay Basumatary,
Mridul Goyary, Mathuram
Brahma and Rajen Goyary.

The serial blasts were trig-
gered by the NDFB on October
30, 2008 in Guwahati,

Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon and
Barpeta, killing 88 people and
injuring more than 500.

The CBI had taken over the
case from Assam Police and
had filed two chargesheets,
naming 22 accused — seven of
them still absconding. The first
chargesheet was filed in 2009,
followed by the second and the
final one on December 20,

2010. The trial began in 2011
and the fast track court took
over the case in 2017.

During the course of the
trial, the statements of 650
witnesses were recorded and
over 600 exhibits examined.

Daimary was arrested in
Bangladesh in 2010 and 
was shifted to Guwahati
Central Jail. PTI

CBI court convicts
NDFB chief, 14 others

2008 ASSAM SERIAL BLAST CASE 

Bengaluru: Former Karnataka
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
landed in a controversy on
Monday when he snatched the
microphone from a woman
during a wordy duel resulting
in her dupatta getting 
dislodged at an event in Varuna
in Mysuru.

As he faced flak, the senior
Congress leader later said the
incident was accidental, devoid
of any mal-intent and that the
woman was like his sister.

The incident which
occurred during a public inter-
action organised by
Siddaramaiah, his MLA son
Yathindra who represents
Varuna Assembly constituency,
and others, was caught on
camera with the video of it
going viral.

While the BJP condemned
the incident, Chairperson of
the National Commission for

Women Rekha Sharma 
said the commission would
write to Karnataka police seek-
ing appropriate action on 
the matter.

In a series of tweets,
Siddaramaiah clarified that the
incident happened when he
tried to stop the Congress
worker from taking more time
and was an accident.

“I know that woman for
more than 15 years now and
she is like my sister,” he said.

The meet was convened to

discuss strengthening the party
base in the constituency, earlier
held by Siddaramaiah, ahead of
the coming Lok Sabha elections.
The video showed a wordy duel
between Siddaramaiah and
Jamalar, a former District
Panchayat member, who said
she was upset that his son
Yathindra “showed up” seven
months after getting elected.

I am not going to keep
quiet. We are seeing Saheb
today, during the election time,
said Jamalar during the meeting. 

Her accusation irked
Siddaramaiah, who said his son
keeps visiting the constituency,
which she strongly contested.

The woman tapped the
table to buttress her point,fur-
ther enraging Siddaramaiah
who shouted at her and forcibly
asked her to sit.

As she beat the table the
second time, Siddaramaiah lost
his cool and snatched the
microphone with which the
dupatta got entangled.

Later speaking to reporters,
Jamalar said the local officers
did not respond and they want-
ed the MLA’s intervention.

“The MLA does not visit
our area. Where should we go
if we have to get our official
works done?” Jamalar asked
She, however, regretted thump-
ing the table.

In a tweet, NCW chief
Sharma said “NCWIndia has
taken Suo Motu cognisance.
Will write to Karnataka Police
to take appropriate action.”

Condemning Siddaramaiah
for losing cool, BJP state presi-
dent B S Yeddyurappa said:
“The aggrieved woman is from
Congress. She is complaining

that the MLA is not available.
“Instead of addressing her

grievance persuasively,
Siddaramaiah displayed his
anger by snatching the micro-
phone from her and shouting
at her.”

BJP later tweeted the video
clip with the caption, govern-
ment of Kauravas, in an appar-
ent reference to attempted dis-
robing of Draupadi in epic
‘Mahabharata’.

“@siddaramaiah threaten-
ing & abusing a women open-
ly. Demon Dushyasana is final-
ly reborn & resumed power in
govt of Karnataka. This is how
Cong-JDS treats women, the
BJP said.

It also recalled past con-
troversial incidents involving
the ruling coalition leaders.

Infuriated at the BJP tweet,
Siddaramaiah hit back, Our
party worker Jamalar has clar-
ified on the Varuna incident.

“The BJP is insulting the
woman to give the incident a
political colour. Everybody
knows how much regard BJP
has for women. I dont need
anything to learn from them,”
he tweeted. PTI

Former K’taka CM
snatches mic from
party woman worker 

National Democratic Front of Bodoland chief Ranjan Daimary being escorted by
police after he was convicted at CBI Court in Guwahati on Monday PTI

Awaiting Govt
sanction to prosecute
Vanzara, Amin: CBI

ISHRAT JAHAN CASE

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Tuesday said she wanted to be
remembered by her first name
and not the surname before
attacking once again the BJP-
Government for its alleged
plans to invoke citizenship
laws in her State.

“All of us are born in this
State and in this land. Who are
you (the Centre) to question
whether I am a citizen or not?
Who are you to decide my cit-
izenship rights?” Banerjee 
said wondering whether with
power came the right to 
decide who was a citizen and
who was not.

Banerjee has been at the
forefront of leaders opposing
the alleged “illogical and
oppressive implementation of
National Citizenship Register
in Assam” throwing out about
40 lakh people — including
about 30 lakh Bengalis — from
the citizenship register.

Speaking at the close of an
administrative meeting
Banerjee said everyone should
be known by one’s works and

not by the surname the person
carries. “Why should a person
be introduced by the sur-
name?” she asked. “I want to be
called Mamata only and not a
word more. I do not want to
use my surname,” she said
adding her surname was men-
tioned in her bank account but
that was done earlier.

“My surname has been
mentioned in the bank account
because it was done earlier.
Otherwise I want to be called
by the first name only,” she said
reminding “a person is best
known by one’s deeds and not
by the surname one caries.”

Referring to top cricketing
legends she wondered whether
former India captains Kapil

Dev, Azaruddin, Sourav
Ganguli or MS Dhoni were
known by their castes or sur-
names. “These great players are
known by their game and not
by their surnames,” she said
even as announcing a grant of
Rs 1 lakh each for 221 sports
coaching centres.

She asked whether chess
grandmaster Dibyendu Barua
was known by his game or as
an Assamese or whether foot-
baller Shyam Thapa was asked
whether he belonged to the
mountains the Plains or
whether hockey star Gurbaksh
Singh came from Punjab.

Her statement immediate-
ly fired a political debate with
the opposition BJP wondering
why the Chief Minister had to
raise the issue at a time when
the elections were drawing
near. “Is she trying to break the
Hindu voters along caste line so
that she can win comfortably
by appeasing the minority vot-
ers” wondered State BJP pres-
ident Dilip Ghosh saying by
raising the caste issue which
was a non-entity in Bengal the
Chief Minister was trying to
divide the Hindu voting line. 

Want to be remembered 
as Mamata, not Banerjee

Mumbai: The Shiv Sena on
Monday said it is “unfortunate”
that the icon of the country’s
freedom struggle Veer Savarkar
has been neglected even in the
“Modi era” and not honoured
with the Bharat Ratna.

It also said that the highest
civilian award has been con-
ferred on veteran artiste late
Bhupen Hazarika only with an
eye on the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls, which is a “wrong” thing.

The Sena, an ally of the BJP
at the Centre and in
Maharashtra, has since long
been demanding the highest
civilian award for Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar, who spent
the prime of his life at the
Cellular Jail in Andaman after
being sentenced to life.

Sena’s Rajya Sabha member
Sanjay Raut had a few years
back written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, saying it was
high time that the NDA gov-
ernment honoured Savarkar
with the Bharat Ratna so as to
rectify the “mistakes” of earlier
governments which had “delib-
erately neglected” him due to his

staunch Hindutva views.
“The Congress insulted

Savarkar during its regime. But
what did the Modi government
do after coming to power? The
BJP was pitching hard for the
Bharat Ratna for Savarkar when
it was in opposition. But neither
the Ram temple got construct-
ed nor Savarkar got the Bharat
Ratna,” the Sena said in an edi-
torial in party mouthpiece
‘Saamana’. “It is unfortunate
that even in the ‘Modi era’,
Savarkar has not been given the
Bharat Ratna,” it rued.

The Uddhav Thackeray-
led party noted that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
gone to Andaman last month
and visited the cell where
Savarkar was once jailed.

“He (Modi) did some
mediation but it got washed
away in the waves of ocean,” it
said in sarcastic remarks.

Patting itself over Pranab
Mukherjee being conferred the
Bharat Ratna, the Sena said it
had backed his candidature for
the president’s post despite
Opposition from the BJP. PTI

Shiv Sena hits out at Modi
Govt for not honouring
Savarkar with Bharat RatnaKolkata: The BJP has decided to

shift the venue of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s rally in North
24 Parganas’ Thakurnagar, as the
site where it was scheduled to be
held has been booked by the
Trinamool Congress.

The ground, where Modi
was supposed to address the
mega gathering on February 2,
has been booked by Mamata
Banerjee’s party for a week-
long religious programme.

According to BJP leaders,
the venue was also not big
enough and did not meet the
security requirements.

“We will organise the rally
on February 2 at Thakurnagar
but the land or the venue where
we were supposed to organise it
has been changed and it has
been shifted to another a near-
by ground,” BJP state president
Dilip Ghosh told PTI.

“It has been done mainly
due to two reasons — the new
ground is much bigger than the
previous one and secondly TMC
had already booked the previous
venue for religious programme.
So we didn’t want to take any
risk,” he said. PTI

After tussle with

TMC, BJP shifts

Modi’s Bengal

rally venue

Guwahati/Shillong/Aizawl:
Regional parties across the
Northeast which are in alliance
with the BJP will meet in
Guwahati on Tuesday to put
forth their objections to the
controversial Citizenship
Amendment Bill.

They will be joined by the
JD(U), NDA’s major ally in
Bihar, and the AGP, which
recently snapped ties with the
BJP in Assam over the pro-
posed legislation that seeks to
provide Indian citizenship to
non-Muslim nationals from
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan after six years of
residence in India.

Meghalaya Chief Minister
and National People’s Party
(NPP) president Conrad K
Sangma is taking the lead role
in convening the all-regional-

parties meet Tuesday and the
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) is
the co-convenor of the meet-
ing, Meghalaya’s ruling party
NPP leaders said on Monday.

The MNF from Mizoram,
NDPP from Nagaland, IPFT
from Tripura, SDF from
Sikkim besides NPP leader-
ships from Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland and Manipur have
confirmed their participation
in the meeting, they said.

K C Tyagi, general secre-
tary of the Nitish Kumar’s
headed JD(U), arrived in
Guwahati. Party’s national vice
president Prashant Kishore is
expected to reach the city.

Mizoram Chief Minister
Zoramthanga left Aizawl
Monday for Guwahati to attend
the meeting of chief ministers
and regional parties of the

north-east to be held Tuesday
on the issue of Citizenship
Amendment Bill, ruling Mizo
National Front (MNF) party
sources said.

The regional parties across
northeast which are meeting on
the Citizenship Bill are mem-
bers of BJP-led NEDA (North
East Democratic Alliance).

Protests against the Bill
have rocked the Northeast
region, with those opposing it
contending that it would 
harm the rights of the indige-
nous people. 

The gathering to put forth
their objections to the
Citizenship Bill, which is pilot-
ed by the BJP, is bound to cre-
ate more uneasiness for the
party as the Northeast togeth-
er accounts for 25 Lok Sabha
seats. 

The BJP which either on its
own or with NEDA allies is in
power in all the eight north-
eastern states is eying 
them in the coming parlia-
mentary polls.

“The Chief Minister
(Sangma) has invited all polit-
ical parties, mostly regional
parties in the NE region, to dis-
cuss on the amendment of the
Citizenship Bill. The meeting
will be held at Vivanta 
Taj in Guwahati,” Meghalaya
state president of the NPP
Wanweiroi R Kharlukhi 
told PTI.

All regional parties in
Meghalaya, which are part of
the ruling Meghalaya
Democratic Alliance, have con-
firmed their participation at the
event, he said.

Regional parties from

Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram,
Arunachal Pradesh and Tripura
are also attending the meeting,
he added.

The NPP, which is the
main ally of the BJP in the
Northeast and part of the
NEDA, had met Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh last
month to oppose the Bill.

The Meghalaya Democratic
Alliance, also led by the NPP,
has passed a resolution in the
cabinet opposing the Bill. The
leaders of the AGP had last
week met Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma at his resi-
dence at Tura.

A report from Aiwazl said
that that the meeting, jointly
convened by the AGP and the
NPP, would deliberate on how
to oppose the Citizenship
Amendment Bill unitedly. PTI

PTI n MUMBAI

The Bombay High Court on
Monday directed the

Maharashtra Government to
give copies of the entire report
of the Backward Class
Commission on Maratha
reservation to petitioners chal-
lenging the quota decision.

A division bench of Justices
Ranjit More and Bharati
Dangre quelled fears of the
State Government that certain
portions of the report would
create communal tension and
law and order problems, saying
“there is nothing worrisome”.

In November 2018, the
commission had submitted an
exhaustive report on the issue
of Maratha reservation.

On the basis of the report,
the State legislature had on

November 30 passed a Bill
proposing 16 per cent reserva-
tion in Government jobs and
education for Marathas,
declared as a socially and edu-
cationally backward class by the
Government.

Several petitions were then
filed in the HC challenging the
reservation and the petitioners
had sought a copy of the back-
ward class commission’s report.

On previous hearings,
Maharashtra’s Advocate
General Ashutosh Kumbhak-
oni had told the court that the
state was ready to submit the
entire report to the court but
would give a truncated version
to petitioners.

“Around 20 pages of the
report will have to be masked
before giving to the petitioners.
These pages are about the his-

tory of the Maratha community
and the state feels that it may
create communal tension and
law and order problems,” he
had said.

Last week, the Government
submitted the entire report to
the bench which said it would
peruse and decide.

“We have gone through the
entire report. We feel every-
thing should be given to the
petitioners without any mask-
ing or deletion. There 
is nothing worrisome accord-
ing to us,” Justice More said on
Monday.

The bench then directed
the Government to give copies
of the entire report to the peti-
tioners on Tuesday.

The court said it would
commence final hearing in the
petitions on February 6. 

Maratha quota: Give whole report
to petitioners, HC to Maha Govt

Protests against Modi

in TN reflect nation’s

mood: Andhra CM

BJP’s NE allies to meet today in Guwahati

CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT BILL

PTI N THANE

All India Majlis-E-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief

Asaduddin Owaisi asked
Dalits, Muslims and Adivasis to
come together and reject
national parties in the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha polls.

Speaking at a rally of the
Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi
Sunday in Kalyan in 
the district, he said it was time
for the “deprived” to hit back
rather than continue “suffering”
as was the case in the past 
70 years.

The Vanchit Bhaujan
Aghadi is an outfit floated by
the AIMIM and the Prakash
Ambedkar-led Bharipa
Bahujan Mahasangh (BBM).

He said Babasaheb

Ambedkar had laid down equal
rights for all citizens of the
country. He took a dig at the
Congress and the ruling BJP
and claimed the two parties
had got elected on the votes of
the “deprived” classes but had
only meted out injustice to
them. The AIMIM president
said the country needed a
“pehredar” (guard) rather than
a “chowkidar” (watchman), a
term Prime Minister Narendra
Modi often uses to describe
himself and his role.

Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi also came in for criti-
cism from Owaisi who called
him a “janeudhari” (wearer of
the sacred thread).

The Hyderabad Lok Sabha
MP said only parties like the
one led by Prakash Ambedkar

could do justice to the poor and
downtrodden and not the
Congress or leaders like PM
Modi, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
and NCP chief Sharad Pawar.

A few days after President
Ram Nath Kovind announced
Bharat Ratna to Mukherjee,
RSS leader and social activist
late Nanaji Deshmukh and late
music maestro Bhupen
Hazarika, the AIMIM chief
claimed the country’s highest
civilian honour had only been
bestowed on people from the
“upper caste”.

He pointed out that Dalit
icon Babasaheb Ambedkar was
given the Bharat Ratna as he
deserved it and because he was
the architect of the
Constitution. 

Reject national parties, Owaisi

tells Dalits, Muslims, Adivasis

A Jaguar fighter jet of the Indian Air Force crashed on Monday in Uttar Pradesh’s Kushinagar district, making it the third
accident by this twin-engine aircraft in the last seven months. The pilot of the aircraft ejected safely, the IAF sources said. The
aircraft crashed soon after taking off on a routine mission from Gorakhpur, they said. The Jaguar had taken off from the
Gorakhpur Air Force Station. The crash site is between Hata and Kasya villages, police said. The IAF sources said a court of
inquiry has been ordered by the air headquarters to investigate the accident. (In picture) Fire fighters hose water on burning
IAF Jaguar aircraft PTI

Siddaramaiah loses cool on woman
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Kolkata: The CBI has alleged
that the probe into the multi-
crore Saradha ponzi scam has
been badly hit by a “hostile”
Government machinery in
West Bengal, which is delaying
filing of the final chargesheet.

Explaining the reasons for
the delay, a senior official of the
premier investigative agency
said, “The State Government is
hostile to the CBI and in the
case of Saradha scam, the
Government machinery has
damaged all the evidences.”

“So we are getting late in
filing the final chargesheet,”
added the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) official.

He further said that the
banking security fraud branch,
special crime branch and the
economic offences wings of the
agency had all become non-
functional after West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee decided to withdraw
the “general consent” to the
CBI to conduct raids and inves-
tigations.

“Only the Economic
Offences IV (chit fund probe

wing) is functioning in the
state,” he said.

Regarding the deadline in
filing the final chargesheets in
the Rose Valley and 
Saradha scams, he said “there
is no time frame”.

Citing the arrest of
renowned film producer
Shrikant Mohta by the agency
in the Rose Valley chit fund
scam case on January 25, he
alleged that officers from a
police station had gone to
Mohta’s office on that day to
intimidate the agency sleuths,
asking them why they had
come.

“They had no business to
go there and prevent the CBI
from carrying out its duty,” the
official said.

CBI sleuths had questioned
Mohta in his office at a shop-
ping mall in south Kolkata on
January 25 and later in the day
they took him to the CBI 
office at the CGO Complex in
Salt Lake for further interro-
gation, where he was placed
under arrest.

Mohta, considered close
to the ruling Trinamool
Congress (TMC) in West
Bengal, allegedly duped Rose
Valley of Rs 25 crore.

The CBI is probing both
the Saradha and Rose Valley
multi-crore-rupee scams. The
Enforcement Directorate is also
probing the Rose Valley scam.

The West Bengal govern-
ment had formed the SIT in
2013 with officers drawn 
from the State’s CID and
Kolkata Police.

The Supreme Court
ordered a probe into the
Saradha scam and transferred
the case to the CBI in 2014. PTI

WB Govt machinery
impeding probe: CBI

SARADHA SCAM 

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

Reiterating its demand for
total exemption of  income

tax for those earning less than
`8 lakh per year, the ruling Shiv
Sena said on Monday that it
would raise the issue in the
Budget Session of Parliament
slated to begin on January 31.

Talking to mediapersons
after the party MPs’ meeting
with Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray, party
spokesperson Sanjay Raut said,
“We want the Government to
raise the income tax exemption
limit to `8 lakh per year. A
majority of people in the coun-
try will like this. We will raise
this issue in the Budget Session
of Parliament. We want both
the Houses of Parliament to
adopt resolution in this regard.

Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray on January
13  had ridiculed the Centre’s
decision to keep the annual
income limit of `8 lakh for
reservations for economically
weaker sections (EWS) under
the general category and won-

dered if the Modi Government
would simultaneously raise the
basic income tax exemption
limit to the same level.

Alluding to the new `8
lakh as the annual income
limit for reservations for eco-
nomically weaker sections
under the general category,
Uddhav had said, “On one
hand you consider all those
whose annual income is below
`8 lakh as economically back-
ward class. On the other hand,
you keep ̀ 2.5 lakh as the basic
income tax exemption limit. I
would like to know if the Modi
government will do away
income tax for all those earn-
ing less than `8 lakh a year. If
Modi does this, we will not hes-
itate in accepting that Modi has
a chest of not just 56 inches but
he has chest of 256 inches”. 

Increase I-T

exemption limit

to 8 lakh: Sena

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

Professors, students and staff
members from IIT Bombay

have contributed their years of
research and experience in
designing and renewable energy
to work on the various compo-
nents of the “National Salt
Satyagraha Memorial” (NSSM)
at Dandi in Gujarat which is to
be inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
January 30.

A project of the Ministry of
Culture, Government of India,
the NSSM was announced by
then Prime Minister in 2005 dur-

ing the 75th anniversary of the
Dandi Salt March movement.
The memorial is a tribute to the
80 marchers who accompanied
Mahatma Gandhi from
Sabarmati to Dandi in 1930.
“IIT-Bombay’s association with
the NSSM began because of IIT
Bombay’s pioneering research in
renewable energy. The Memorial
is being powered by solar ener-
gy and is a Zero Energy project
in keeping with the Gandhian
ideal of sustainability,” an IIT-
Bombay spokesperson said.

According to the spokesper-
son, Prof. Juser Vasi initiated IIT
Bombay’s contribution towards

the solar energy needs of the pro-
ject and Prof. Kirti Trivedi con-
ceptualized the design and ably
guided the art aspects of the
NSSM. Several other members of
the faculty, students and staff at
IIT Bombay made key contri-
butions in this collaborative
effort. The design of the NSSM
has art and technological aspects
include the statues of 81
marchers, 24 narrative murals,
main statue of Gandhiji, an arti-
ficial lake, solar trees and a salt-
making activity for visitors.

The sculptures of 80 full-size
Dandi Marchers’ were created
through the voluntary com-

bined efforts of the creative
community — both national
and international. It included 48
sculptors, selected through a
world-wide call for participation
who worked together during the
workshops at IIT Bombay under
the guidance of IDC and expe-
rienced resource persons. A 15-
feet high bronze statue of
Mahatma Gandhi was created by
eminent sculptor Mr. Sadashiv
Sathe. The statue of the Mahatma
intends to project the forceful
forward march of a great leader
leading the people towards free-
dom from exploitation and 
injustice. 

PM to inaugurate memorial tomorrow

Ayodhya issue has been in courts

for 70 years, laments Prasad

Kerala Govt: Vizhinjam seaport

will be completed on time 

Mumbai: A mob went on a
rampage alleging cow slaughter
in Maharashtra’s Ratnagiri dis-
trict on Saturday after cattle car-
casses were found in a 
village, following which two
persons have been arrested on
charge of rioting. Protesters
tried to block the Mumbai-Goa
highway on January 26 after
body parts of cattle were alleged-
ly found near Lavel Phata in Lote
industrial township in the dis-
trict, with villagers claiming
that a cow had been slaughtered.
When the police tried to dis-
perse the mob, they were pelt-
ed with stones, a police official
said. The mob also attacked
police officials with sticks and
torched a police vehicle, he
added. A case was registered
against over 300 persons —
some of whom have been iden-
tified — for attempt to murder,
rioting and under other relevant
IPC sections for the violence.

The carcasses found in the
area were sent to a Forensic
Science Laboratory, he said,
adding they were awaiting the

report. Cow slaughter and con-
sumption or sale of beef is
banned in the State.

The protest on Saturday
came just hours after some vil-
lagers intercepted a vehicle
allegedly carrying cattle for
slaughter at nearby Dhamandevi
village, the police official said.
The villagers alleged that the
men accompanying the cattle
brandished pistols to threaten
them before driving off. The
vehicle was found abandoned
nearby later with a cow and a
bull inside but the persons trav-
elling in it had fled, the official
said. Two persons were arrested
in connection with the protest on
the Mumbai-Goa highway, said
Pravin Mundhe, Superintendent
of Police, Ratnagiri. The police
were ascertaining the identity of
other members of the mob with
the help CCTV footage, he said.
Inspector General of Police
Naval Bajaj and Mundhe visit-
ed the area Monday and the sit-
uation was now under 
control, another police official
said. PTI

A priest performs aarti at bank of the Ganga during the ongoing Kumbh Mela 2019 in Allahabad on Monday PTI

Protest in Ratnagiri 
after cattle carcass 
found; 2 arrested

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Dated : 28 Jan. 2019

Online tender for the one year through two bid system are invited from manufacturer/ expe-
rienced contractors and the Government e-procurcment portal http://cprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app
by the Cantonment Board Kanpur. The construction of works detailed in the table given below. 

Sl. NIT NO. Name of work and location Estimated cost 
No. of tender  (Rs.)

1 CBK/Engg/K-2569/1 Renovation of existing fountains by way of 1,35,00,000/-
supply, Installation and Testing, Commissioning
of Water Fountains in Cantt. Area  

The CEO/Board reserves the right to increase/decrease the estimated cost of works and
to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning reasons thereof. 

Tender document can be downloaded from www.eprocure.gov.in from 01.02.2019 onwards.
Online tenders can be uploaded till 21.02.2019 upto 1130 Hours. For any clarification contact in
Engineering Section of Cantonment Board Kanpur on any working day during office hours. The
bidder are advised to examine carefully all instructions, conditions of contract, contract data, forms,
terms, technical specifications, biII of quantity etc. in the bid document. Tenders will be accept-
ed via online mode only. 

(Harendra Singh) 
Chief Executive Officer, 

Kanpur Cantt. 

Office of the Cantonment Board
64, Subhash Chandra Bose Marg, Cantt Kanpur -208004

PTI n PATNA

Union Minister for Law and
Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad

on Monday disapprove of the
slow pace of hearing on the
Ayodhya title suit in the
Supreme Court, and appealed to
it for an “expeditious decision”
as had been done in the matters
related to adultery and
Sabarimala temple.

Ravi Shankar Prasad qual-
ified his views with the remark
that he spoke as a citizen and
not as the law minister.

His remarks came a day
after the Supreme Court Sunday
cancelled the January 29 hear-
ing in the politically sensitive
Ram Janambhoomi-Babri
Masjid land title dispute case as
one member of the five-judge
Constitution bench would not
be available.

Prasad cited examples of
expeditious decisions on the
entry of women into Sabrimala
temple in Kerala, the adultery
law, social and cultural activists
being dubbed urban Naxals
and the late-night intervention
in the political turmoil in
Karnataka that went in favour
of the post-poll Congress-JD(S)
alliance, and wondered why
the apex court could not come

out with a mechanism to decide
the Ayodhya petition.

“It is the wish of the people
of the country that a Ram tem-
ple be built at Ayodhya. Our
Prime Minister and our party
president have also made it
clear that this will take place
within the constitutional
framework,” Prasad told
reporters here. “However, I
would like to add something as
a citizen of this country and not
as the law minister. This matter
has been pending for 70 years.
It took 60 years for the
Allahabad High Court to come
out with its verdict on the title
suit and the appeal against the
same has been pending before
the Supreme Court for 10 years,”
Ravi Shankar Prasad, who was
the counsel for one of 
the petitioners in the High
Court, said.

“The Supreme Court has in
many cases that it deems impor-
tant come up with expeditious

decisions. It was seen in the case
of Sabrimala, adultery, urban
Maoists and Karnataka. I would
urge the apex court to do some-
thing similar for Ayodhya,”
Prasad added. The remarks
come in the backdrop of many
BJP leaders, most notably Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, openly expressing
dissatisfaction with the tardy
pace at which the matter is
being dealt with at the Supreme
Court.

While hardliners in the
Sangh Parivar have been main-
taining that matters of faith
could not be decided by a court
of law and pressing for an ordi-
nance or an Act of Parliament
to facilitate construction of
temple at the disputed site,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has ruled out the possibility of
taking the legislative route until
the Supreme Court came out
with its verdict on the vexed
issue.

substitute. Besides, those who
are on extension of service or
re-employed in different capac-
ities will not be deploy on elec-
tion duty” it added. Last week,
the EC had held review meet-
ings with Chief Secretaries,
CEOs and DGPs gave their
views on the schedule and
phasing of election, security
force requirements and other
logistics, including the require-
ment of helicopters, speed boats
and satellite phones.  Once the
election schedule is announced,
the code of conduct will come
into force and after that the state
governments cannot transfer
officials. In an emergency, the
Governments must first secure
the EC’s permission and then
transfer officials. The Lok Sabha
polls are likely to be conduct-
ed in several phases across the
country and the EC is keen to
ensure that the poll-dates do
not clash with the school exam-
inations as well as festivals in
the States. The polling to elect
the new State Assemblies in
Arunachal Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim are
likely to take place along with
the parliamentary elections.
The State Assembly polls in

Jammu and Kashmir, which is
now under President’s Rule
may also be held with Lok
Sabha elections in April-May.
The State Assembly elections in
Maharashtra and Haryana are
scheduled to be held later this
year. The EC had held the elec-
tions for the 16th Lok Sabha in
record nine phases between
April 7 and May 12, 2014. The
counting was held on May 16,
2014.

HDK THREATENS...
“Its an act of indiscipline

and action will be initiated,” he
said. “The Congress’ coalition
with the JDS is to take on the
communal forces and unseat the
anti-democratic forces ruling
the country, not to indulge in
petty politicking.”Congress gen-
eral secretary K C Venugopal
said the Congress High
Commandhas full faith in the
Karnataka government and
Chief Minister HD
K u m a r a s w a m y . ” T h e
Government is moving ahead
with popular and welfare mea-
sures reflecting the ambitions of
the people in Karnataka,” he
tweeted. Earlier, he said the
party would not tolerate such

statements. “Instructed
Karnataka PCC to send a show-
cause notice to Somashekhar
MLA seeking clarification on
his controversial remarks. “If the
explanation is not satisfactory,
party will take strong discipli-
nary action.@INCIndia will not
tolerate any such indiscipline
(sic) statements and actions,” he
tweeted. Demanding that
Siddaramaiah be made the chief
minister, Somashekhar had said,
“The coalition government is in
power for the past seven months
but not a single work has taken
place. It is Siddaramaiah who set
up the Kempegowda
Development Authority named
after the founder of Bengaluru
city.” Rubbishing the MLA’s
demand, Siddaramaiah said the
coalition government is for five
years and there was no question
of him becoming Chief
Minister. There is no question
of my becoming chief minister
again. This government is for
five years,” Siddaramaiah said.
Taking a potshot at the chief
minister, BJP spokesperson
Tejaswini Gowda said,
“Kumaraswamy must practice
what he says.He must step
down.” PTI 

EC LIKELY TO FIX...
“Any officer working in

the same place when the last
general elections were held
should be transferred to anoth-
er place. All officers including

IAS and IPS, collectors, joint
collectors, revenue officers, tah-
sildars, block development offi-
cers and officers from the rank
of inspector general of police to
sub-inspectors were liable for

transfer,” the EC said. “The
Deputy Election Officer should
ensrue that officers/officials
who are transferred should
immediately handover their
charge without waiting for their

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Thiruvananthapuram: The
Kerala Government Monday
said construction of the
much-awaited Vizhinjam
International Seaport near
here would be completed in a
“time-bound manner” though
cyclone Ockhi and floods had
adversely affected the pace of
the multi-crore project. The
acute shortage of granite has
also hit the project but district
collectors were entrusted to

take urgent steps to resolve
the issue, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan told the state
Assembly. 

He was replying to a ques-
tion raised by opposition
UDF legislators regarding the
`7,525 crore-seaport project.
However, the CM was not
ready to specify whether the
project could meet the pro-
posed deadline of December
4 this year.  PTI

i=kad %& vkj0,e0,l0,0@1835&1841@2018&19 fnukad % 25-1-19

fufonk foKfIr
jkT; ifj;kstuk funs'kd] m0iz0 ek/;fed f'k{kk vfHk;ku 18 ikdZ jksM]
y[kuÅ ds i=kad%&  vkj0,e0,l0,0@1056&57@218&19 fnukad 21-
08-2018 }kjk izkIr funsZ'kksa ds vuqikyu esa dsUnz iqjksfu/kkfur fjokbTM
O;kolkf;d f'k{kk ;kstukUrxZr tuin y[kuÅ esa o"kZ 2016&17 ds p;fur
2 fo|ky; jktdh; tqfcyh b0dk0 y[kuÅ ¼vkbZ0Vh0 ,oa vkVkseksfVo½
,oa jktdh; ckfydk b0 dk0 'kkgehuk jksM y[kuÅ ¼vkbZ0Vh0 ,oa
fjVsy½  esa lapkfyr VsªMksa gsrq midj.k Ø; ,oa vkiwfrZ gsrq fufonk vkeaf=r
dh tkrh gSA fufonk lacaf/kr leLr tkudkjh ,oa fufonk QkeZ ftyk
fo|ky; fujh{kd@ftyk ifj;kstuk vf/kdkjh y[kuÅ ds ftyk ifj;kstuk
dk;kZy;] m0iz0 ek/;fed f'k{kk vfHk;ku fudV jktdh; tqfcyh b0dk0
ifjlj y[kuÅ fnukad 18-02-2019 lk;a 5%00 cts rd izkIr dh tk
ldrh gSA mi;qZDr dk;kZy; esa fufonk ckWDl esa 19-02-2019 dks vijkUg
11%00 cts rd Mkyh tk;sxhA rduhdh fcM frfFk 19-02-2019 dks vijkUg
12%30 cts ,oa foRrh; fcM frfFk          20-02-2019 dks vijkUg
12%30 cts mifLFkr fufonknkrkvksa ds le{k [kksyh tk,xh ,oa fufonknkrk
dk p;u fd;k tk,xkA

MkW0 ¼eqds'k dqekj flag½
ftyk fo|ky; fujh{kd] y[kuÅA

ftyk ifj;kstuk dk;kZy;] m0iz0 ek/;fed f'k{kk vfHk;ku] 
jktdh; tqfcyh b.Vj dkyst ifjlj] y[kuÅA

fu;e&flVh LVs'ku] y[kuÅA



While the announcement of
the Bharat Ratna for
social activist Nanaji
Deshmukh, former
President Pranab

Mukherjee and Assamese musician
Bhupen Hazarika by the Narendra Modi
Government has been well-received all
over the country, there are some voices
of dissent, especially within the Congress,
with some leaders accusing the Union
Government of promoting “loyalists.”
Nothing can be farther from the truth
and, as the details that follow will reveal,
it is best that members of the Congress
are far more circumspect when the
debate is about honouring the real heroes
of the country.

Given Nanaji Deshmukh’s phenom-
enal contribution to the idea of rural self-
reliance and the sacrifices he made to
bring about agrarian reform, the real
question to ask is: Why was he not con-
ferred the highest national honour ear-
lier? The same is true of Bhupen
Hazarika, who bridged the cultural gap
between the North-East and other States
of the country and made a phenomenal
contribution to national integration
through his music and art. Former
President and Congress veteran Pranab
Mukherjee, who was the most qualified
Congress leader for the office of the Prime
Minister, was edged out of the race by
“accidental” Prime Ministers more than
once because of the insecurities of a sin-
gle political family. However, his judicious
and thoughtful advice and non-partisan
approach have proved invaluable at crit-
ical times for two Prime Ministers
between 2012-17 when he was President.

Now for some very unpleasant home
truths about the Bharat Ratna. As per the
rules governing this award, Bharat Ratna
is conferred by the President on the rec-
ommendation of the Prime Minister. It was
instituted in 1954. The very next year, the
then Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru,
gave himself the Bharat Ratna in 1955.
Former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, too,
gave herself the award in 1971. Neither
Nehru nor Indira Gandhi considered BR
Ambedkar, the architect of our
Constitution, or Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
the man who got over 560 Rajas and
Maharajahs to sign the instrument of
accession and created an united India, wor-
thy of the nation’s highest honour. Rajiv
Gandhi, too, was given the Bharat Ratna
soon after his assassination in June, 1991.

Ambedkar was conferred the Bharat
Ratna by the Janata Dal-led Government
of VP Singh, which was supported by the
BJP. But why was he overlooked until
then? Because, according to BJP leader,
Subramanian Swamy, “Till then no Prime
Minister dared to overrule Nehru”.

Again, the phenomenal contribution
of the real architect of Indian unity —
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel — was recog-

nised by a non-Congress
Government in 1991. It was
the then Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar, who sug-
gested that the Sardar be given
the Bharat Ratna posthu-
mously and former President
R  Venkataraman recalled in
his memoirs that he “readily
agreed to the proposal.”
Rashtrapati  Bhavan
announced the awards  Sardar
Patel and Rajiv Gandhi simul-
taneously in June, 1991.
Earlier that year,
Chandrashekhar had pro-
posed that Bharat Ratna be
conferred on former Prime
Minister Morarji Desai and
President Venkataraman
endorsed this too “considering
his immense contribution to
the freedom struggle and ser-
vice to the nation.” Desai was
96 at that time.   

The Narendra Modi
Government’s decision to
honour Bhupen Hazarika with
the Bharat Ratna reminds one
of the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Government’s decision to
honour former Chief Minister
of Assam, Gopinath Bardoloi,
a great patriot. Bardoloi
worked closely with Sardar
Patel to ensure that Pakistan’s
claims to parts of Assam were
scuttled and this key State in
the North-eastern region
remained united with India.
The Congress, however, did
not consider him worthy of

this honour. He was con-
ferred the Bharat Ratna by the
BJP-led Vajpayee Government
in 1999.  

Another great Gandhian,
patriot and national hero,
Jayaprakash Narayan, who led
the movement for the restora-
tion of democracy in the 1970s
after India Gandhi imposed a
dictatorship on the country,
was conferred the highest
civilian honour by the
Vajpayee Government in 1999.

Although the Congress,
under Mahatma Gandhi’s lead-
ership was at the vanguard of
the freedom movement, the
party, under the leadership of
the Nehru-Gandhis, became
small-minded and spiteful.
Between them, Nehru, Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi were
in power for 38 years. In addi-
tion, Sonia Gandhi as Congress
president was virtually the de
facto head of the Government
while the ‘Accidental Prime
Minister’ did the de jure func-
tions for 10 years between
2004 and 2014. The family also
extracted its political pound of
flesh when Narasimha Rao
was the Prime Minister
between 1991 and 1996.

However, even though
many well-meaning citizens
suggested that Vajpayee be
conferred the Bharat Ratna,
the Sonia-Manmohan com-
bine dismissed the idea.
Ultimately, Vajpayee was given

the well-deserved honour
after the peoples’ verdict of
2014 reduced the Congress to
a rump in Parliament. On the
other hand, the Narendra
Modi Government chose emi-
nent Congress leaders of the
past and present — Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya and
Pranab Mukherjee — for this
honour.

This history of the Bharat
Ratna shows that while the
Nehru-Gandhis conferred the
highest civilian honour on
themselves, they never felt
the need to honour some of
the greatest Indians, many of
whom worked alongside them
for decades and played a key
role in the emergence of a
strong, independent and
democratic India, including
Ambedkar, Sardar Patel,
Pandit  Madan Mohan
Malaviya,  Jayaprakash
Narayan, Morarji Desai and
Vajpayee among others. India
had to elect non-Congress
Governments to ensure that
these leaders got their due.  

It is also true that the
Nehru-Gandhis have never
acknowledged the immense
contribution of individuals
belonging to political forma-
tions they disliked; although
the Congress often harps on
its commitment to diversity.
Obviously, in the Congress’
lexicon, diversity does not
include political/ideological

diversity. On the other hand,
Prime Minister Modi and the
BJP have displayed far greater
maturity and magnanimity in
the decisions they have taken.

Finally, the Congress has
often been accused of using
the national award to promote
its electoral prospects. A case
in point is the conferment of
the Bharat Ratna on Tamil
Nadu film star-turned politi-
cian MG Ramachandran in
1988. The Congress, headed
by Rajiv Gandhi, was desper-
ate to win the support of
MGR’s party and garner votes
in the Tamil Nadu elections
the fol lowing year.  BG
Deshmukh, who was the
Cabinet Secretary at that time,
recalled in his memoirs that
“many in Government as well
as outside it viewed this as a
polit ical  move by the
Congress.” Also, Deshmukh
indicated that there was much
opposition to awarding Bharat
Ratna posthumously as this
would open the floodgates.
But all these arguments were
over-ruled obviously because
the Congress was dreaming of
the votes that it would garner
with this announcement.

Therefore, with regard to
the Bharat Ratna, the best
advice for members of the
Congress would be: “Please
keep your lips sealed.”

(The writer is Chairman,
Prasar Bharati)

T
he Delhi Traffic Police issues over

17,700 traffic challans daily but less

than a quarter of a per cent of those

are for talking on the mobile phone. This

is a truly shocking statistic given that on

any given day, if you are on the roads of

Delhi, you will notice hundreds of people

talking on the mobile phones while driving.

And this is not restricted to car drivers,

even those driving heavy commercial vehi-

cles, buses, two-wheelers, rickshaws,

cycle rickshaws and even cyclists talk over

the phone while driving. The mobile phone

revolution in India might have put a phone

in every hand but it has also made Indian roads extremely dangerous. According

to one survey, 47 per cent of drivers in Delhi admitted to talking on the phone

while driving. Be assured that a majority of the remaining 53 per cent are liars.

A joke that does the rounds among some in the industry is that Indians will

evolve bent necks as two-wheeler riders chat on the phone while riding a motor-

cycle. Unsurprisingly, statistics have emerged that mobile phones played a role

in almost 20 per cent of road accidents.

Apart from the fact that driving or riding is a two-handed activity, where

both hands ought to be steering, the fact is that talking on the mobile phone

is a very distracting activity. In fact, some studies in the United States have

shown that if a mobile conversation distracts you, it can be more dangerous

than driving over the alcohol limit. Imagine driving while arguing with your spouse;

most human beings are unable to disassociate the act of driving from the anger

they feel towards their spouse and as a result drive very poorly. And while new

technologies such as CarPlay from Apple and Android Auto from Google have

enabled high-tech Artificial Intelligence assistance in cars via smartphones,

they do not take away the distraction, even if some of them now feature the

ability to receive and send messages. While hands-free technology may not

be a solution, it does not subtract from the fact that hand-held calls while dri-

ving or riding are dangerous. India’s roads are already the deadliest in the world

with over 150,000 people dying annually. Talking on your mobile phones is

making it even more dangerous. And while the traffic police force, even in cities

like Delhi, is very stretched, it must start cracking down on those who think

the road is a great place for a chat through CCTVs and tech-enabled means. 

T
he thing with cryptic quotes is that

they set off more eddies in troubled

waters, making it difficult to fish. But

some sense an opportunity to attempt a

dare. BJP Minister Nitin Gadkari may claim

that his remarks on leaders “spinning

dreams” and paying for non-deliverance

or his advisory that they should only

promise as much as is possible are being

misinterpreted though he is not rebellious

about the leadership of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi. But he has been making

them so often since last year and partic-

ularly after the party’s debacles, be it over

policy-making or elections, that his expla-

nation of a general broadside on political leadership is neither innocent nor quite

convincing the people. If anything, it has set off talk about a comparative and

competitive assessment of strengths. Especially when he flashes his perfor-

mance card on meeting targets. Yes, he is one of Team Modi’s best perform-

ing Ministers and has set a record of sorts in completing highways in a time-

bound manner. He does qualify on capability. So the timing of these veiled attacks

on Modi when his chips are down is not lost on anybody. It would be naive

to think that these self-regulatory warnings have left the confines of chintan

baithaks and are being played for the gallery only to demonstrate how demo-

cratic the party is. Not at this time when every Opposition party is recharged

enough to launch critical tirades against the Modi regime and everybody, from

Congress to Asaduddin Owaisi, is interpreting these as an intra-party lack of

confidence in Modi as the only leader with potential. 

Undeniably, Gadkari has thrown his hat in the BJP’s game of thrones,

given that Modi too grew from being a state level leader who found pan-

India acceptability. The seriousness of Gadkari’s re-positioning within the BJP

gains credence following rumours about emissaries being sent to calm him

down and the RSS working on a back-up plan to prop up a more genial and

acceptable face should the BJP fall short of a majority after the May gen-

eral elections. Gadkari, who has been close to Nagpur all along, is believed

to have the support of the power-wielders of the Sangh, including Mohan

Bhagwat, for the top job. All these years, he has encashed his Maharashtrian

Brahmin origin with the power club to negotiate his entry in the State Cabinet,

get plum party posts and even a key infrastructure Ministry. But regardless,

he has done some straight talking. Way back in 2016, he had said how the

BJP’s achche din had become a gale ki haddi. Recently he cautioned against

hubris when BJP president Shah appealed for a “Congress mukt-Bharat,”

saying no government, even an alternative one, could rule forever. He was

even more trenchant after the BJP’s losses in the Assembly elections say-

ing top leaders should have the courage to own up to defeat as much as

they take credit for victories. The message of the challenger is loud and clear.

Admittedly, Modi is on a sticky wicket at the moment. But the party with a

difference, which has been on the ascendant in 2014, surely couldn’t have

squandered away its fortunes so much, so easily in just five years that it

cannot reconcile inner differences or attempt to repair itself unitedly? Or expose

itself to being an opportunist pit of rival ambitions? Certainly not a reassur-

ing image to go to the people with considering other seniors may not have

attempted a coup but have left the party to strengthen Opposition ranks. As

for Mr Gadkari, he may have done the party a good turn by arguing for a

case of self-introspection. If ground reports are true, then the Congress is

set to give him a tough fight in his constituency and as a grassroots leader,

who has a feel of the popular pulse, he understands that bravado and rhetoric

won’t pay this time round if the party doesn’t do something radical on the

ground to convince the rural populace about something more than good inten-

tions. Considering he has forced critics to consider him on the merits of a

job well done, perhaps the BJP brass should now listen and amend itself. 

Gadkari stirs a row

The Minister may be well-meaning about the party’s
objectives but will the BJP do serious chintan? 

Unsafe conversations 

Indians love talking on the phone, so much so that 
they put their lives on the line while driving

Keep awards clean

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Whose Ratna really?”
(January 28). Dirty politics is
being played over the highest
civilian award of the country,
Bharat Ratna. This not only
reflects the country in poor light
but speaks volumes about the fact
that our politicians can stoop to
any level for partisan political
gains. The three recipients of the
Bharat Ratna, two posthumous,
richly deserve the award for their
huge contributions to the nation
in their respective fields during
their long illustrious career. A few
disgruntled politicians have
opposed to the choice of former
President Pranab Mukherjee
being given the award.
Mukherjee’s seniority and contri-
bution to the Indian polity can-
not be doubted. 

KR Srinivasan
Secundèrabad

Parting shot

Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Whose Ratna really?”
(January 28). The number of
people being given the Padma

Awards each year at the Republic
Day has swelled considerably in
the last few years. This year, 112
awardees were chosen out of a
record 50,000 nominations, up
from 2,200 nominations
received in 2014. The long list of
nomination itself makes the
award redundant. Strangely,
people even demand these
awards now. But national hon-
our cannot be demanded, it can

only be conferred. 
Besides, such awards should

be given purely on the basis of
merit. Ordinary people must be
encouraged to excel in their
own specialised fields. It would
be best to dispense with such
ceremonious adornments alto-
gether because deeds are more
important than honours. 

M Kumar 
Via email

Eminent writer

Sir — With the passing away of
eminent author and essayist,
Krishna Sobti, the Indian liter-
ary world has lost an eminent
figure whose contribution to
the world of literature was
unmatched. Sobti was a giant in
all that she achieved with her
writings. She was one among the

foremost voices in Indian liter-
ature who was known for writ-
ing on issues such as female
identity and sexuality. Her leg-
endary writings include Mitro
Marajani, Zindaginama and
Surajmukhi Andhere Ke.

Ramesh G Jethwani
Bengaluru

Allay fears

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Something fishy” (January
28). Murmurs regarding chemi-
cal content in fish should be
taken seriously. Fish and seafood
make for  the most delicious
cuisines in India. They are the
most preferred perishable com-
modities. The Government must
give approvals for building more
cold chains so that there can be
a countrywide safe food chain.
The FSSAI is a regulatory body
alright but has limited monitor-
ing ability and infrastructure.
The Government should step in
and allay fears. Otherwise, these
businesses could be badly hit.

Kirti Wadhawan
Kanpur
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Unpleasant home truths

A SURYA PRAKASH

Unlike the Nehru-Gandhis, who conferred the country's top civilian honour on themselves,

the BJP has displayed far greater maturity and magnanimity by taking the right decision

What they (Congress) found
is a homely woman from the
Gandhi family. So this
means that they were play-
ing with a joker till now.

BJP MP
—Saroj Pandey

I am proud to be the first
Hindu-American to have been
elected to Congress, and now,
the first Hindu-American to
run for President. 

Presidential aspirant
—Tulsi Gabbard

I took my life for granted.
I neglected my health,
that is why cancer came
to me as a teacher, it
came to me as a lesson. 

Actor
—Manisha Koirala 

Those who wish to forge
an alliance with us are
talking about it. We are
not waiting for any pro-
posal to be offered to us. 

Shiv Sena chief 
—Uddhav Thackeray

S O U N D B I T E

L E T T E R S T O  T H E  E D I T O R

World tennis is undergoing a transition

R
oger Federer, Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal are
at the crossroads of their tennis careers. The three
have ruled the tennis world for long. Recently, Andy

Murray shocked his fans by declaring that he would hang
his boots soon. Djokovic appears fit and raring to go; Nadal
is bogged down due to injuries though he fired a warn-
ing at his great rivals after losing the Australian open finals.
Served with a warning, Federer may not play for long con-
sidering his age. Apart from his unmatched skills, he has
continued with motivation, determination and stamina. The
man, who beat him in the Australian Open, the 20-year-
old Stefanos Tsitsipas, looks like will stay here for some
time. The first tennis player from Greece to make it big in
the game, Tsitsipas is a talented guy, who knows the chinks
in the armour of his opponents.   

Like his idol, Federer, the Greek does not overtly show
emotions on the court; though celebrations on winning a
game or a match is natural for a player. Following his vic-
tory over the Great Swede, the Greek dropped his racquet

and cried. Agility, net play and cross-court shots appear
to be his forte. He eventually lost to Nadal and it is imper-
ative for the young man to induct able coaching staff into
his camp. Tsitsipas has to know competing with the best
in the business is no easy task. Tsitsipas would do jus-
tice to his talent if he focusses on tennis and tennis alone.

Ganapathi Bhat
Akola

Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com 



The Dussehra ground in the
neighbourhood is buzzing
with activity. The atmosphere

is festive with colourful lights, loud
music and loads of people. The
‘Gurgaon Trade Fair’ is on. It is less
about trade and more about fair.
The word mela captures its essence
better. There are, of course, shops
that sell all kinds of everyday goods
— from seconds garments to crock-
ery to genuine Kashmiri shawls. 

But the main attractions include
food stalls and rides for children —
the Ferris wheel, the strangely
named ‘Ship of Columbus’ and the
merry-go-round with space shuttle-
shaped cars among others. As
expected, kids love thrills and one
can hear their shrieks from quite 

a distance.  
The ground is a large open

space with habitation on all sides.
It is routinely used for a variety of
activities. In the evenings, one
would find several games of crick-
et going on simultaneously, for
instance. The younger children are
bullied to play in one of the corners;
while the prime central location is
usurped by adults. What is amaz-
ing is that with all these games
going on, there never seems to be
any confusion in anyone’s mind
about which ball belongs to which
game. In other parts of the ground,
several people are learning how to
drive a scooty. One would expect
them to be teenagers but interest-
ingly, they are mostly newly-mar-
ried women. 

Recently, a corner has been
taken up by kabaddi — a revival
which owes much to the commer-
cial Kabaddi League. And being the
largest open space around, it is also
occasionally the site for political ral-
lies as well as religious discourses.  

This writer is reminded of the

Central Ground near his house dur-
ing his childhood. This was, once
again, a large unkempt plot of
land, which served simultaneously
as a playground and a place to hang
out among other things. Younger
children would play cricket, gilli
danda and even volleyball; while
the older ones would just be hang-
ing around, chatting or surrepti-
tiously indulging in forbidden pas-
times like smoking or discussing
their latest love interest. The ground
would also be the training site for
many of my friends, who were try-
ing to get into the Army or the
police. They could be seen jogging
around the perimeter to train for
endurance. 

And yes, it hosted the Dussehra
celebrations as well as an annual
mela on Raksha Bandhan. It is rare
to find these kinds of spaces nowa-
days — spaces that are not ‘main-
tained’ or ‘beautified’; spaces which
are not restricted and genuinely
open; spaces which do not have a
pre-defined purpose. Typically,
these would be originally reserved

for a playground, or in some cases,
a school or other community build-
ings. However, somewhere down
the line, because of bureaucratic
incompetence or lack of funds, the
project never gets completed. This
is clear from the remains of what
must have been a boundary wall at
some point of time but would serve
as a convenient perch for teenagers
as well as a source of bricks to serve
as wickets for cricket.

Of course, there are huge maid-
ans in several cities which do serve
the same purpose — the Ramlila
Maidan as well as the Subhash Park
near Jama Masjid in Delhi, Shivaji
Park in Mumbai, the Maidan in
Kolkata, the Gandhi Maidan in
Patna, for instance. But normally
because of their size and location,
they are anonymous spaces — the
neighbourhood ground on the
other hand is simultaneously
anonymous and intimate. And that
is what makes it unique.  

Instead, what is increasingly
happening is the proliferation of
parks and gyms. The parks are usu-

ally well-maintained, with beds of
seasonal flowers, manicured grass
and cobbled footpaths around the
perimeter with signs all over warn-
ing people not to bring dogs or play
on the grass. Occasionally one
would also find a children’s corner
with the usual jungle gyms, swings
and slides. 

Of course, these parks serve a
vital purpose for very small chil-
dren as well as safe places for
senior citizens to meet, walk or have
communal yoga classes. But they
don’t allow for unstructured and
unrestricted activities,  the 
grass is typically out of bounds for
cricket or sometimes even for walk-
ing. The gyms on the other hand are
restricted to those who can afford
to pay. 

In the Dussehra ground, the
crowd going to the mela is quite
heterogeneous. One sees young
women in their best clothes, walk-
ing excitedly behind their hus-
bands. They are typically migrants
who do odd jobs and live in the
neighborhood slum. The entrance

has many hawkers selling chaats,
burgers, momos and the curiously
named, “Famous Palwal Pasta.”
One can also spot a teenaged boy
and girl looking around for some
dark corner to enjoy each other’s
company, a forbidden activity ordi-
narily around these parts. And
then there are the middle class fam-
ilies loaded with bags full of bar-
gains they have managed to get at
the stalls in the fair.  

This egalitarian and democra-
tic, almost anarchic ethos, is what
is special about the neighborhood
ground. It is something which can-
not be achieved by making commu-
nity sports centres or public gyms
where even though entry might be
notionally free, it is always de facto
restricted. By all means, build more
gyms, sports centres and well-main-
tained public parks but do leave
empty spaces, which can be used
without any predefined purpose
by the citizens as they deem fit.

(The writer is  professor,
Department of  Physics &
Astrophysics, University of Delhi)

Everybody loves Nitish
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IT HAS BEEN 30 DAYS SINCE THE GOA AUDIO TAPES

ON RAFALE WERE RELEASED. NO FIR OR ENQUIRY

ORDERED. IT'S OBVIOUS THE TAPES ARE AUTHENTIC.

—CONGRESS PRESIDENT 

RAHUL GANDHI 

CONGRESS HAS STOOPED TO SUCH A LOW LEVEL AS

TO CREATE MISCOMMUNICATION AND DOCTOR A

TAPE BETWEEN THE CABINET AND CHIEF MINISTER.

— GOA HEALTH MINISTER

VISHWAJIT RANE 

POINTCOUNTERPOINT 

The alliance between the Samajwadi
Party (SP) and the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) in Uttar Pradesh ahead
of the 2019 general election has cre-
ated endless debates in political

circles and the media as well. Observers and
commentators have termed the alliance as a
“political headache” for the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) in Uttar Pradesh. 

Undoubtedly, the pact between BSP chief
Mayawati and SP president Akhilesh Yadav can
perform better in the Lok Sabha election
because both parties have separate ideological
vote banks in the State. But the transfer of votes
from one base to the other will be a Herculean
task for local leaders. 

The core agenda behind the coming
together of SP and BSP is to stop the Modi-Shah
duo-led NDA Government from repeating its
2014 performance in Uttar Pradesh. On its part,
the NDA will showcase its performance of good
governance, numerous policies and schemes to
lure its core voters in the State. In addition to
this, the NDA has the brand of Modi, which
still enjoys paramount goodwill among large
sections of the population. It is also a well-
accepted fact that the Modi wave, which was
the mainstay for the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) during the 2014 national elections, is
missing this time. But neither Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi nor Mayawati or Akhilesh
Yadav have developed themselves to the level
of the incumbent Prime Minister’s popularity.

As far as the arithmetic is concerned, in
2014, the NDA gained 42.6 per cent votes in
the largest State, while the SP and the BSP gar-
nered 22.3 and 19.8 per cent votes respective-
ly. After the new formula of the SP-BSP was
announced, political observers have been
much more vocal about their alliance in Uttar
Pradesh but have been silent on the chemical
equation of the same formula in Bihar. 

In the neighbouring state, the situation
should be in favour of the NDA, which com-
prises the Janata Dal United [JD(U)], BJP and
the Lok Janshakti Party (LJP). This coalition
scored a vote percentage of around 52 per cent
in the last general election. Though JD(U)’s
vote share nosedived to 16 per cent, the BJP
and the LJP gained 29 and six per cent votes
respectively.

The mahagathbandhan in Bihar, compris-
ing mainly the Congress, the Rashtriya Lok
Samta Party (RLSP) and the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD), gathered 31.5 per cent vote in the
2014 election. Thus, the NDA had a lead of
around 20 per cent in vote share. The 2015
Assembly results, too, gave a clear majority to
the present NDA coalition in Bihar. In the said
election, the present NDA partners could fetch
a sum total of 46 per cent votes while the
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) allies got
a total of 30 per cent votes. 

The Nitish Kumar factor is significant in
Bihar. It will be pertinent to mention that both
the RJD and the Congress saw their fortunes
turn after banking on Bihar Chief Minister and
JD(U) chief. The NDA still enjoys goodwill and
respect among a majority of the State’s popu-
lation thanks to Nitish and his model of
sushasan.

It would also not be out of place to men-
tion that the acceptability of Nitish  as a devel-
opment-oriented leader has gone up several
notches in mass consciousness during the last
decade. The voters, who felt cheated by the
then Lalu Prasad regime for 10 long years
between 1990 and early 2000, shifted their loy-
alties en masse to Nitish in the hope of 
deliverance. 

As the JD(U) and the BJP have been part-
ners for the last 20 years, there is no raging
issue about transferring of votes or poaching
into each other’s vote bases. Local workers of
both parties share old, healthy political rela-
tions. In addition to BJP-JDU, LJP is yet anoth-
er important ally that has a credible seven per
cent of cadre vote. So, the trio makes a greater
mahagathbandhan than that spearheaded by
the UPA. 

Several opinion polls have suggested that
the NDA would emerge the strongest player in
Bihar. Even Nitish himself made a similar
observation during the JD(U)-BJP seat-shar-
ing deal in Delhi last month. He highlighted
how the NDA won 32 seats in 2009 despite
UPA II coming to power that year. Therefore,
it is expected that given the NDA alliance has
become larger with the inclusion of the LJP in
Bihar, its tally can only go higher.

As far as the BSP-SP alliance in Uttar
Pradesh is concerned, it will face a litmus test
of expected vote transfers on the ground, albeit
they have tried that in micro battles with some
success. But will that work all across the state
seamlessly? Even though both parties have their
own strong leadership and cadre on the
ground, the fight for 2019 will be a tough task
to manage. And an even greater challenge will
be to work together from the party worker’s
side. Apart from these critical factors, one can
also analyse the humongous victory of the BJP
in the Assembly elections of March 2017. It

cannot be wished away so easily. 
The recent results of Rajasthan, Madhya

Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have excited the
Opposition bench no doubt. But it should be
duly noted that the vote was against the incum-
bent State Government and not a testimony of
the work done by the Union Government. It
was also a very close race in Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan. Even this loss can prove to be
a boon for the NDA as it has given them suf-
ficient time to introspect and revamp the strat-
egy ahead of the general election. 

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar remain the key
States to reach New Delhi. Both States send 120
representatives to the Lower House. Therefore,
all eyes are on mathematical calculations and
their longevity. Many new alliances have
been formed to fit into the political spectrum.
But even after all such manipulation, the bat-
tleground in Uttar Pradesh remains wide open
for all players. In Bihar, political pundits have
given the NDA the benefit on paper.  While
the chaos in NDA regarding seat-sharing has
been settled, the same is not true for maha-
gathbandhan; even the main Opposition lead-
ers are still unclear about their strategies and
approach that could turn the tables.

The problem is that the UPA is still
dependent on caste politics whereas the NDA
has ushered in an era of development politics.
It has brought pro-poor, pro-Dalit and minori-
ties policies which have transformed their
socio-economic conditions. The Nitish-led
Government has been truly successful in all
indicators of good governance. The general
election will be contested between the narrow-
minded, visionless politics of the UPA and a
futuristic politics of the NDA with a dream to
build a “New India.”

(The writer is chief general secretary and
national spokesperson of the Janata Dal
[United])

Requiem for an open space

The NDA still enjoys goodwill and respect in Bihar thanks to Nitish Kumar and his
model of sushasan. This appraisal will see it through rather than UPA’s number games

Undoubtedly, gyms, sports centres and well-maintained public parks must be built but empty spaces must 

also be left so that they can be used by citizens for any purpose as they deem fit
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Let’s set health

priorities right

AJOY KHANDHERIA

SHOBHIT MAHAJAN

We need specific budgetary allocation to develop
advanced technologies and take health care 

into the interiors of the nation

KC TYAGI

F O R E I G N  E Y E

The culture of long working
hours relies on unpaid
caring work. All those 80-
hour weeks are either done
by men dependent on
women to carry out
domestic duties, or by
women desperately trying
to manage two full-time
jobs, only one of which is
outside the home and paid.
Until the duties of childcare
are shared more fairly
between the sexes, there
will not be a move towards
shorter working hours that
really succeeds.

(The Guardian editorial)

HORRIBLY GENDERED

WORKING CULTURE

www.dailypioneer.com

UTTAR PRADESH
AND BIHAR

REMAIN THE KEY
STATES TO REACH
NEW DELHI. BOTH
STATES SEND 120
REPRESENTATIVES

TO THE LOWER
HOUSE.

THEREFORE, ALL
EYES ARE ON THE
MATHEMATICAL
CALCULATIONS

AND THE ABILITY
OF ALLIES TO

STICK TOGETHER

I
ndia stands at the cusp of becoming the largest populated coun-

try in the world. By 2022, we will be overtaking China, accord-

ing to UN estimates. The 2021 Census will give a clearer picture

of the demography. However, with the growth of population, dis-

ease burden is only expected to rise. And our preparedness to make

the country healthy is far from adequate. It’s true that India lacks

infrastructure, delivery models and resources for wider health care

delivery. We also have an acute shortage of qualified profession-

als. Then there is the appalling doctor to patient ratio, which stands

at an overall level of 1:1596. The Medical Council of India record-

ed 10.4 lakh doctors registered with it at various State branches.

But only 8.33 lakh MBBS doctors are in active service. It is esti-

mated that at the current population rate, India would require more

than two million additional doctors by 2030 to achieve even the mod-

est doctor-population ratio of 1:1000. There are just 25,650 pri-

mary health care centres (PHC) across India and nearly eight out

of every 100 of these function without a single doctor on the pay-

roll. This despite the fact that guidelines of the Indian Public Health

Standards mandate at least two doctors at every PHC. Almost 36

per cent of these PHCs have no lab technician and more than 18

out of every 100 do not have a pharmacist.

Long-term prospect: The launch of the Pradhan Mantri Jan

Arogya Yojana was, perhaps, the single most important initiative

undertaken by the Government in recent decades. Despite the

Government’s plan to launch medical colleges like the ones launched

in Chaibasa and Koderma in Jharkhand during the inauguration of

Ayushman Bharat, India needs more educational institutes of qual-

ity and skill training to fill the gap. It will take at least a decade to

have a strong workforce of qualified professionals. The solution lies

in investing and implementing various technological innovations to

help healthcare penetrate the interiors of the country.  

Channelising qualified individuals: India produces approximate-

ly 1.5 million engineers annually. Computer sciences (CS), infor-

mation technology (IT) and related streams are still the hottest trends.

The country produces over 56,000 doctors and 1.25 lakh nurses

annually. Numbers may seem impressive but with the population

increasing by 26 million per year, the challenge is even bigger. While

all doctors and nurses get absorbed in the system, of all the IT or

CS engineers, only the top cream, around 20 per cent, get employed.

The rest are left to fend for themselves. It would only benefit the

medical sciences and the engineering fraternity if the next 20 per

cent of these avenues of research and employment opportunities

in public health-based technologies are created for finding India-

specific models of healthcare delivery.

In 2019 and beyond, some of the domains that could be the

next-level focus areas should include the following:

Assisted telemedicine and related innovation: Assisted

telemedicine shows a lot of promise because about 70 per cent of

OPD cases do not need in-person visits as indicated by indepen-

dent researches. Further, statistics show that only 15-16 per cent

of the patients treated by way of telemedicine had to visit a hospi-

tal for further treatment. It is also more suited in the Indian context

as literacy levels in rural areas are abysmally low. 

Innovation in diagnostics: Primary level diagnostics need

portable, affordable and advanced innovation and technologies that

can conduct various tests at the primary level to help the local health-

care professional decide upon the best possible treatment regimen

or go for referrals. Making X-Ray, MRI and CT scans reach the mass-

es is important. At the same time, pathological and cancer tests

also need innovation for quicker, on-the-spot diagnosis.

Predictive analytics and big data: This is providing promis-

ing results in domains of patient prediction for improved staffing,

establishing electronic health record systems, facilitating real-time

alerting, using health data for national, State and regional level strate-

gic planning, reducing fraud and boosting security.

IoT in healthcare: This is seeing a global demand. Used in

advanced facilities through remote monitoring and tele-monitoring,

this technology can be used to reach Tier-3 cities and below in India.

This technology also includes tracking, asset monitoring and its main-

tenance, which builds on efficiency and optimisation of assets, there-

by keeping patients safe, enhancing health and care delivery.

Artificial Intelligence: From managing medical records, installing

virtual assistants to conducting repetitive jobs such as workflow

and administrative tasks, progress of AI in healthcare is advancing

rapidly. However, with respect to providing healthcare delivery in

remote areas with minimum manpower, AI-based innovations can

make a huge difference. 

It is, therefore, imperative that a specific budgetary allocation

be made to support entrepreneurs, establish research centres and

assist organisations to come up with path-breaking innovations. 

(The writer is founder of Gramin Healthcare)
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IGENETIC DIAGNOSTICS

Early prognosis

key to treatment 

To treat something you need to detect it first. Often it is the
timely diagnosis which plays a crucial role in a patient being
saved. Most diseases can be classified as infectious or non-

infectious. With a large variety of pathogens, identifying infections
is a major challenge. Various infections pose different degree of
challenges for diagnosis and treatment. However, infections of the
central nervous system (CNS) are life-threatening, especially in
children. The clinical manifestation of CNS infections in children
is different from adults. 

The CNS is an organ system consisting of the brain and the
spinal cord and it controls most parts of the body and mind. Any
infection or damage to any part of the CNS can be life-threaten-
ing and need quick diagnosis and treatment.  
What are the common infections? 

Meningitis, encephalitis, myelitis and abscess are some of the
most common and dangerous CNS infections. They commonly
spread through blood but they can also spread through other ways
such as inflammation of the ear (otitis), inflammation of the sinus
(sinusitis), or build-up of pus in teeth and gum (dental abscess).
The infections can also spread inside the body through neural path-
ways and can be contracted by immunity compromised patients. 

Usually, the blood-brain barrier provides strong protection
against the infections by preventing the entry of pathogens.
However, once this barrier is breached, the infections become
increasingly difficult to treat with passage of time which increas-
es chances of morbidity and mortality. 

Age, immunity status, epidemiological trends and systemic
infections are some of the factors which affect the kind of pathogens
invading the CNS. Infants and children are largely considered to
be the age group which contracts these infections most easily. The

symptoms presented by CNS
infections include severe
headache, back pain, stiff neck,
weakness, seizures and even
paralysis.
Difficulty in detection

One of the major reasons
why CNS infections are difficult
to detect is that these infections
can be caused by a variety of
pathogens including, bacteria,
virus, fungi, protozoa and even
parasites. Identifying the
causative pathogens is not easy,
and such patients are often treat-
ed with broad spectrum antimi-

crobials. Exposure to variety of antibiotics results in increased
antimicrobial resistance, failure of treatment, serious side-effects
and increased treatment costs.

While pathogen detection by culturing the causative organ-
isms is considered to be the gold standard for infection diagno-
sis, the process can easily take 72 hours for bacteria and even more
for fungi. Routine labs cannot necessarily culture viruses which
are known to be affecting a major number of cases. Also micro-
biological methods show false negatives in patients who were pre-
viously treated with antimicrobials. 
The solutions 

Advances in diagnostic sciences have made detecting central
nervous system infections faster and more accurate than the tra-
ditional methods. Molecular testing methods are today available
to conduct diagnostic tests for pathogen identification. 

In a study recently published in the international journal of
Science and Research in December 2018, it was shown that 70 per
cent of CNS infections in pediatric cases are caused by bacteria
and viruses. 

The important finding is that the CNS panel employed using
molecular testing accurately identified the pathogens in 24 hours
enabling timely treatment of these patients

What is required is to increase advanced diagnostic techno-
logical penetration with government and non-Government
healthcare programmes across the country and bring these ser-
vices within reach of the common man and the under-served sec-
tions of the society. Because unless the people of the country are
able to access life-saving diagnostics, providing quality treatment
will always be a challenge for doctors and hospitals.

Unless people are
able to access 

life-saving
diagnostics,

providing quality
treatment will be a

challenge for
doctors and

hospitals
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Poor sleep among older adults
has been associated with

Alzheimer's, suggesting that good
sleep habits may help preserve
brain health, find researchers at

the Washington University School
of Medicine in St Louis

SleepWell

SESAME SEEDS: Sesame seeds are tiny edible seeds that
are extremely beneficial for health but are often

overlooked. These seeds have a nutty flavor and they can be
purchased either shelled or unshelled.
They are rich in iron and calcium
and help maintain the body
temperature. Irrespective of their
form - seeds, oil, or tahini, you
should definitely stock up on
sesame to stay warm and cosy during
winter.  

The seeds also contain phytate, a rare
cancer-preventing compound that func-
tions as an antioxidant and reduces the
effects of free radicals. Free radicals are the
dangerous byproducts of cellular metabo-
lism that have been connected to many forms
of cancer and various other conditions like heart
diseases, premature aging, and cognitive malfunctions. Sesame
seeds have also been positively linked to reducing the risk of
leukemia, breast, lung, pancreatic, colon, and prostate cancers.
The fiber content in them help improve digestion and can
reduce condition like constipation and diarrhea.

W A R M F O O D S

T
he Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) is likely to start a new subject,
Health Science, related to the basic

knowledge of primary healthcare. The
syllabus framed by the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare along with the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences will be added to
the existing curriculum of CBSE for Classes
IX, X, XI and XII. The new syllabus is a
guideline on what can be done if someone
suddenly gets a heart attack or some other

health hazard to get immediate relief.
Sources say that a small survey prior to

planning this course on awareness related to
basic health relief like what needs to be
immediately done if a dog bites before
visiting a doctor was done. Many are still not
aware of basic primary healthcare needs

The new syllabus is currently being
reviewed by the HRD Ministry and would be
introduced in the new academic session
which begins in April.                           IANS

SLIMLINE

Among the many
causes of poor
health and disease,

the workplace is one of the
significantly underreported
ones, according to several studies. An
adverse work environment can cause
everything from respiratory infections,
vector and parasitic diseases, to heart ail-
ments, stroke, and mental, behavioural and
neurological disorders. Apart from this, it
can also lead to several medical emergen-
cies.

The WHO indicates that when
accounting for death and disability, the frac-
tion of the global disease burden in the gen-
eral population due to pursuing an occu-
pation amounts to 2.7 per cent. A large part
of the population is directly affected by
occupational risks, with about 62 per cent
of the population above 15 years being eco-
nomically active. Low and middle-income
countries are disproportionally affected by
occupational death and disease.

Tips from Heart Care Foundation of
India to manage stress in the workplace: 

nForm positive relationships and take
your colleagues into confidence when
you feel a task is getting out of hand.

nStart your day by eating a healthy and
breakfast. This will help you concentrate
and keep stress away.

nGet enough sleep. Make sure you go
to sleep around the same time every day.

nGet about 30 minutes of physical
activity every day. This will release endor-
phins, feel-good hormones that can help
uplift your mood.

TIPTOP
STUDYCENTRE

One of the most impor-
tant things to keep in
mind while eating out is

where the place is situated.
Ensure that the surroundings
are clean. Also ensure that the
water being used is potable.
Never ever eat from a place if
there are flies or a nullah near-
by. Another rule of thumb,
never eat salad or yogurt when
you are out unless you are sure
that it is fresh.

However, despite, taking
precautions one may still end
up getting food poisoning.
Here are a few things that one
can do.

Drink apple cider
vinegar. Mix
two- three
teaspoons
in a cup of
hot water.
Drink this before
eating the meal. If

the problem persists, drink
two-three teaspoons of undilut-
ed apple cider vinegar for bet-
ter results.

Consume ginger. Boil a
cup of water with one spoon of
grated ginger in it. Add honey
or sugar according to taste. One
can even eat pieces of raw gin-
ger twice a day till the problem
vanishes.

All homes have lemon.
The acid in lemons helps kill
bacteria that cause food poison-

ing. Add a pinch
of sugar to one

teaspoon
of lemon
juice and

drink it two
to three times a

day. You can also
sip warm water
with lemon juice

to cleanse the system.

We all love to eat out and
binge. But sometimes one may

end up paying a heavy price for
this and get food poisoning.

ROSHANI DEVI shares home
remedies that help calm the

stomach

The Technical Advisory Group
(TAG) has said that there is need
for strengthening and expanding

sexual and reproductive health services
in member countries of WHO
South-East Asia Region, to
reduce deaths of mothers and
babies, which despite substan-
tial decline continue to be at
unacceptable levels.

“Though millions of lives
are now being saved due to
efforts in recent years, it is unac-
ceptable that mothers or babies con-
tinue to die from preventable causes. We
must focus on neglected sexual and repro-
ductive health issues such as post pregnan-
cy family planning, comprehensive abortion
care, and prevention and management of
cervical cancer,” Dr Poonam Khetrapal
Singh, Regional Director, WHO South-East
Asia, said at the South-East Asia Region’s
TAG meeting for women’s and children’s

health.
Many countries in the region have

made significant progress since 1990 con-
tributing to 69 per cent decline in mater-

nal deaths by 2015, 70 per cent reduc-
tion in under-five deaths and 60 per

cent reduction in newborn mor-
tality by 2018. However, still
births need urgent attention as
their reduction has been con-
cerningly slow at 31.7% between

2000 and 2015. More needs to be
done to achieve the 2030 sustainable

development goals for health.
Early marriage and adolescent pregnan-

cies increase the health risk to both moth-
ers and babies since the young mothers
themselves are under-nourished and ane-
mic. Countries must invest in health ser-
vices tailored to the needs of their adoles-
cent population, including access to sexu-
al and reproductive health related informa-
tion, the TAG advised.

DadiKaKehna

Did you know, rats have been shown to work
eight times harder for a sugar reward than

a cocaine reward? All these years, sugar was com-
pared to cocaine, you might be wondering why
I compare sugar to tobacco. The main difference
being, cocaine— you will instantaneously devel-
op nerve, brain and heart damage, tobacco —may
or may not develop cancer.

Researchers have proven two major effects
of sugar, one — sugars like sucrose (table sugar)
and HFCS (high fructose corn syrup) specifical-
ly, various other combinations of glucose and
fructose; sets off insulin resistance and metabol-
ic syndrome. Two, binge eating, withdrawals,
cravings and mood swings are also sugar-trig-
gered.

Many people might debate, increasing your
activity levels will fix it all, since our grandpar-
ents ate ice-cream in peak summers and hot-hot
jalebis in the rain. Their work was never seden-
tary, they never couched in front of any blink-
ing screen, and they had feasts and fasts.
Analyse that and the answer is a holistic one.
Calories in-Calories out.

Yes, the insulin resistance can be reversed
only with exercise, as studies show, it reduces
stress and anxiety as well. However, without cut-
ting the head off the snake, all this is in vain.

Adults, children and even infants, often dis-
play symptoms of withdrawal when they deprive
themselves of sugar-rich foods. They also have
food cravings, particularly for high carbs, which
can trigger relapse and impulsive eating. This
leads to a vicious cycle of self-medication with
sweet foods that may result in obesity or an eat-
ing disorder. You will never find people addict-
ed to fat by itself - drinking a glass of melted but-
ter, never, but butter cookies, puff pastries, choco-
late, yes. The common factor here again are the
sugars.

Sugars have a strong addictive nature.
Which is why it is important to cut-off these hol-
low calories- especially at a younger age - includ-
ing baby foods. Sugar addiction occurs even at
that delicate stage. Reversing the effects of sugar
is a slow and steady process. But I assure you,
the benefits are immense. Without these sugars
in the diet, chronic diseases like obesity, diabetes,
hypertension and high lipid profiles would be
occasional, if not, in some cases, even fictional.

When I say sugar free diet, I don't mean
increase sweetness through sugar replacers.
Using non-caloric sweeteners instead of sugar will
not reduce your sugar addiction, it will only feed
it. Avoid refined sugars in your diet like white
sugar, corn syrup and brown sugar. Hidden sug-
ars are in salad dressings, fruit yogurts, ketchups
and others. Excluding these, empty calories are
they key to wean off of sugar. So what is the safe
amount of sugar to be consumed? It's the same
answer, as with tobacco. ‘Everything is okay in
moderation!’ No. Your version of ‘moderate’ isn’t
the same as your shadow.

There is no generic safe amount for sugar
(like tobacco). Some cultures have a 32 kg per
capita consumption of sugar, with a twenty year
delay in appearance of symptoms, for some, one
puff could do the trick. Now, suppose you do
have an affinity towards sweetness.
Deconditioning from sweetness is the key. If you
have three heaped teaspoons of sugar in your cof-
fee, reduce one teaspoon in your beverage for two
to three weeks, it will be slightly grim since cof-
fee isn’t doing his job but this is one of the eas-
iest ways to decondition yourself, as a start.

The sweetness of many processed foods is
actually repulsive. Read labels in food products
carefully, avoid sweeteners and slowly wean off
sugar. It is detrimental not just for you, but for
your family and friends as well, to decondition
this habit. Start your sugar detox today!

The writer is a nutritionist working for Pristine Organics

T O O  S W E E T
TOO BITTER

Ahead of the sixth Union Budget, experts from the medical fraternity talk
about what their expectations and recommendations are from the Government.
PIONEER HEALTH reports

EXPANSION OF DIGITAL HEALTHCARE

The biggest challenge in the Indian
Healthcare sector is the delivery
model, especially in rural India.  We

need to start investing in training more pri-
mary health providers and put more empha-
sis on delivering quality healthcare options,
and everyday basic
medicine to those
who do not have
access to it due to
the lack of infra-
structure, medical
practitioners and
qualified primary
healthcare atten-
dants. We must prioritise
on improving healthcare outcomes, build-
ing primary healthcare infrastructure, low-
ering costs via technology and addressing
accessibility, approach and affordability.

There is also a need in strong support
on the implementation of health informa-
tion technology, which has the potential to
save the India billions of dollars in health-
care costs each year. Increased investments,
incentives and tax benefits on primary care
infrastructure and technology is important
for scale in India. Budget should support
expansion on digital healthcare, data flow,
and invest in new data-driven tools and poli-
cies that reward improving the quality and
value of care. Doctors, hospitals and entre-
preneurs are demonstrating that startups in
healthcare can bring smarter, better, more
accessible and more proactive care; show-
casing the best way to improve quality and
control health care costs.

— Nilesh Jain, co-founder, Clinivantage Healthcare
Technologies Limited

RIGHT PARTNERSHIP APPROACH
With Prime Minister Narendra Modi promis-

ing that the Government will more than double
its public health spending to 2.5 per cent of gross
domestic product (GDP) by 2025 from 1.15 per
cent at present, all eyes are on the healthcare sec-
tor. The last year has been a challenging one for
India’s private healthcare providers, with multi-
ple headwinds impacting growth & profitability. 

Even the existing players are slowing down
their capex plans, given that more than two-thirds
of the sector is driven by private operators, the
Government has to increase its willingness
to partner with the private sector play-
ers. The ambitious Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) under
Ayushman Bharat mission holds a lot of
promise and has the right intent, but the

Government authorities
need to take the right partnership

approach to broad base participation.
India’s fast-growing economy has led to

a significant increase in demand for modern

healthcare facilities, rise in awareness about dis-
eases, health consciousness among people,
increase in per capita income, changing lifestyle
and most importantly, a transition in disease pro-
file.

Non-communicable diseases like heart dis-
ease and diabetes account for as many as 60 per
cent of total deaths in the country. An effective
PPP model within the wellness outreach where
diagnostic test providers can participate effective-
ly will go a long way towards the overall vision
of health for all. 

The fact that these are preventable needs the
focus and investment of the Government, espe-
cially in diagnostics. It is only through better part-
nerships with the private industry experts that the
country can achieve the vision health for all by
2022, the 75th anniversary of independence.

— Arindam Haldar, CEO, SRL Diagnostics

INVEST ON PREVENTIVE TREATMENT

The Government needs to focus on increas-
ing the viability of various pre-

ventive and treatment pro-
grammes. Preventive health pro-
grammes can help in early diag-
nosis and timely treatment and
will result in lowering the burden
on secondary and tertiary care
facilities. More doctors and health-
care staff at various levels will
have to be hired to achieve the
mission of universal health-
care.

Despite introduction of
health insurance schemes, overall coverage and

penetration is still low. Government should focus

on expanding insurance to middle class along
with the lower strata of society to allow access
to super speciality healthcare. We are expecting

that medical insurance coverage
in the country will be strength-
ened.

Digital and other advances in
technology need to be harnessed
through specific budget alloca-
tions. High cost of imported
medical devices are a challenge
and hence, there is need to give
incentives to device and medical
industry which will not only
encourage Government’s Make in
India initiative but will also reduce

the monetary burden of the patients.
— Dr Manoj Luthra, CEO, Jaypee Hospital, Noida

FOCUS ON PRIORITY SECTOR STATUS

The Government should make health insur-
ance coverage mandatory for all citizens in

a phased manner initially covering the organ-
ised sector. They should introduce Healthcare
Infrastructure Upgradation Fund and sought
‘National Priority’ status for healthcare sector.

In view of very low penetration of health
insurance in the country, out-of-pocket spend-
ing for healthcare services is very high. For an
effective management of population health uni-
versal health insurance would act as a power-
ful catalyst.

While the Government has taken laudable
steps to introduce a health insurance scheme for
weaker section with PM-JAY, it is requested that
the Government could also explore making
health insurance coverage mandatory for all cit-
izens. Starting with organised sector, employ-
ees could be given the option of either paying
their Employee’s State Insurance contribution

or purchasing insurance from any Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority regu-
lated insurance company. Scaling up PM-JAY
to all citizens including middle and upper mid-
dle class needs to be done in the next phase.

Adequate funding in the healthcare is a
major concern hence a Priority Sector Status
would push financing and funding to the sec-
tor. This will help in the process of enabling
development of innovative long-term financing
structures for healthcare providers apart from
creating an attractive environment for domes-

tic production of medical equipment, devices
and consumables while also catalysing research
and development.

Access to timely credit with priority sta-
tus and funding by creating a specific fund for
healthcare infrastructure and innovation
would facilitate access to capital for the sec-
tor. These funds would encourage entrepre-
neurship and newer business models which are
the need of the hour for improving access,
availability and quality, especially in Tier 2,
Tier 3, Tier 4 cities and rural areas. The
Government can consider providing the seed
capital for such funds.

Other recommendations include incentives
to medical value tourism, Zero rating GST on
healthcare services and health insurance premi-
ums, incentivising capacity building, promotion-
al policies for private providers, and exemption
of custom duty on medical cyclotron among
others. 

— Siddhartha Bhattacharya, secretary general, NATHEALTH

GREAT BUDGET EXPECTATIONS

HEAVY TAXES ON CIGARETTE & OTHERS

Ayushman Bharat is a positive step towards
universal healthcare in India but it needs to

accommodate tertiary care in its scheme of things.
Under the scheme currently, tertiary healthcare
service providers will be forced to cut
cost at every level to cater to an
Ayushman patients and the out-
come might be affected. 

Our per person average healthcare
spend is 85$ which is amongst the low-
est if compared to other countries. The
upcoming budget should
reflect a break-up of the
benefits Ayushman Bharat
extends to private entities as
currently there are multiple
restrictions to extend qual-
ity treatment to an
Ayushman patient.

The healthcare sector

needs privatization where implementation should
be undertaken by private service providers to
ensure that uniformity in quality healthcare is
maintained. If the Government plays a role of a
monitoring agency, we will fare much better to

deliver value based health-
care.

Cancer can be defeat-
ed only when there is a

change in behaviour.
Government should levy
heavy taxes on compo-
nents like cigarette and
other sources of tobacco
consumption and strike a
strategy to help farmers
with alternate model of
beneficial agricultural

practices. 
— Dr BS Ajaikumar, chairman and CEO,

Healthcare Global Enterprises Ltd

ISHITA BISWAS
talks about what
leads to sugar
addiction in people

and why it is
important to detox
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‘New metro rail line to boost housing
demand in Noida, Greater Noida’
PTI n NOIDA

Housing demand and prices
may rise in Noida as well

as Greater Noida with the
launch of a new metro rail ser-
vice, linking the twin-cities in
western Uttar Pradesh, accord-
ing to real estate developers and
consultants.

The new metro rail service,
called Aqua line, runs through
21 stations — 15 of them in
Noida and six in Greater Noida
— and covers a distance of 29.7
km.

“The upgrading of infra-
structure due to metro con-
nectivity is expected to help in
spurring the demand for resi-
dential units in the region.
Also, it is expected to have pos-
itive fallout on the commercial

and retail segment as well,” says
Abhinav Joshi, Head of
Research for CBRE India.

In the past also, Joshi said,
metro lines have played a cru-
cial role in uplifting the real
estate profile of areas that it
connects.

Realtors’ body CREDAI
said that sectors along the
Noida expressway will have
better connectivity now.

“Commutation will
become easier from places like
Noida Extension too. The mar-
ket works on sentiment, and
the sentiment is positive in the
real estate sector,” said Prashant
Tiwari, President of CREDAI
western UP.

With improved infrastruc-
ture, he expects demand and
rates for properties in Noida

and Greater Noida region to get
a big boost.

The new metro line has
provided a great relief to home-
buyers of this area, said Deepak
Kapoor, Director, Gulshan
Homz.

Dhiraj Jain, Director,
Mahagun Group, said the ben-
efit of metro will be shared by
both the residents as well as the
real estate sector.

“The inauguration of the
Aqua Line Metro will also hike
the rates of the units by 20 per
cent in the area along with its
boost in the sales,” Jain said.

Sagar Saxena, Project Head
for Spectrum Metro, said sev-
eral commercial and housing
projects are being developed in
sectors along the route of the
Aqua Line.

“This is a big day for the
realty sector of Noida and
Greater Noida,” he said.

Around 2006, several pro-
jects were launched in 74, 75,
76, 77, 78, 51 and 50 sectors,
when the average rates at that
time were approximately Rs
2,000 per square foot, said
Haris Murshid of the Skydeck
Infrastructure, a commercial
property consultant.

“Today, the rates in these
sectors is approximately around
Rs 4,500 per square foot,”
Murshid said, adding that there
would be no immediate impact
on prices.

“Maybe in future, after 1.5
years or 2 years, the impact
could be seen. As of now, only
rental prices may go up by five
or six per cent,” he said.

Snapdeal, ShopClues write to govt, support Feb 1 deadline for e-commerce FDI norms
PTI n NEW DELHI

Smaller e-commerce players
like Snapdeal and ShopClues

have written to the government
opposing any move to extend the
February 1, deadline for online
marketplaces to comply with
FDI rules, and urged that pres-
sure for such relaxations need to
be “resisted strongly”.

The position taken by these
players is in contrast to that of
giants like Amazon and

Walmart-backed Flipkart who
have sought an extension, stating
that they need more time to
understand the details of the
framework.

In December, the govern-
ment had announced new regu-
lations — under Press Note 2 —
that would bar online market-
places with foreign investments
from selling products of the
companies where they hold
stakes, and ban exclusive mar-
keting arrangements.

These changes are expected
to hit Amazon and Flipkart, the
hardest.

Snapdeal co-founder and
CEO Kunal Bahl, in his letter
dated January 25 to Commerce
Minister Suresh Prabhu, said
the “prompt implementation of
Press Note 2/2018, without delay
or dilution, is the first and cru-
cial step to curb the continuing
violations of the FDI policy on e-
commerce”.

He argued that “the timelines

allowed are adequate for com-
pliance” and that Snapdeal has
already updated its technical
processes, engaged statutory
auditors — EY as well as apprised
its team and sellers about the
upcoming changes in norms.

Describing the proposed
measures as being crucial to
prevent “further damage to
India’s retail sector”, Snapdeal said
the extreme narrative being pro-
jected is an “orchestrated move”
meant to pressurise authorities

and “needs to be resisted strong-
ly”.

ShopClues co-founder and
CEO Sanjay Sethi echoed simi-
lar sentiments and urged for an
“expeditious implementation of
the policy clarifications, leaving
no scope for extension to the
given deadline”.

He warned that “violators”
may use their clout to seek
extension or relaxations in the
policy, “which if allowed, will per-
petuate the damages already

done to micro, small and medi-
um enterprises”.

ShopClues said any attempts
being made to portray the clar-
ifications (under Press Note 2) as
a new policy, anti-FDI or anti-
consumer is “dangerously mis-
leading and wrong”.

Traders’ body CAIT, had
also requested the government
not to accede to any demand by
large e-commerce players, the US
or Indian associations for changes
or extensions warning that any

adverse move will be opposed by
the trading community “tooth
and nail”.

RSS-affiliated Swadeshi
Jagran Manch had also recently
written to the government saying
that buckling under pressure
from the US will directly harm
the interest of 13 crore people,
who earn their livelihood as
small entrepreneurs and their
employees.

There are reports that the US
authorities have expressed con-

cerns that the new rules could
impact the investment plans of
large foreign players in India.

Both Amazon and Flipkart
have pumped in millions of dol-
lars into the booming Indian e-
commerce market. Amazon had
committed an investment of
USD 5 billion — a large chunk
of which has already been
pumped in across various enti-
ties (like wholesale, marketplace
and payments) that it operates in
India.

Sensex crashes over 368 points

PTI n MUMBAI

The benchmark BSE Sensex
Monday plummeted over

368 points to close at 35,657
due to selling across the board
on the bourse amid volatile
market sentiment days ahead of
the Union Budget, which is
widely believed to have some
populist announcements.

Also, the NSE Nifty tum-
bled 119 points to end at
10,661.55 amid weak global
cues.

Markets feel the populist
measures in the upcoming
budget will stray the govern-
ment from fiscal consolidation
path — triggering a caution
among investors.  

A heavy selling pressure
emerged mainly in banking,
auto and consumer durables
stocks — pulling down their
shares by as much as 5.46 per

cent on the BSE. 
Overall, weak set of earn-

ings from auto firms and sell-
ing in banks marked the tone
of domestic indices. 

The Sensex touched an
intra-day high of 36,124.26
and low of 35,565.15. It finished
368.84 points, or 1.02 per cent,
down at 35,656.70.

While, the broader NSE
Nifty touched a high of
10,804.45 during the day and
fell to a low of 10,630.95. It
finally ended 119, or 1.10 per
cent, down at 10,661.55.

Among the Sensex losers,
Yes Bank tumbled 5.46 per
cent, followed by Bajaj  Finance
5.40, ICICI Bank 3.82 per cent,
IndusInd Bank 3.10 per cent
and HeromotoCorp 2.55 per
cent. 

Besides domestic factors,
concerns related to ongoing
US-China trade tussle kept

investors jittery.
“Global macro concerns

are front and centre today, as
investors focus on the Fed
meeting, and US. China trade
talks take centre stage. Markets
across the globe remained weak
and Indian markets were no
exception with a 1.1 per cent
fall in Nifty and 2.1 per cent fall
in Midcap index,” Sunil
Sharma, Chief Investment
Officer, Sanctum Wealth
Management, said.  

The BSE Sensex had Friday
lost 169 points. In the last two
sessions, it has lost 537 points.   

The Indian rupee remained
under pressure trading at 71.11
per US dollar and it has strug-
gled to appreciate beyond 71 in
recent days, he said.

Other losers on the Sensex
were — Sun Pharma, Bajaj
Auto, Vedanta, Axis Bank, ITC,
Tata Steel, HDFC, Mahindra

and Mahindra, Reliance, SBI,
Tata Motors, Baharti Airtel,
HUL, HDFC Bank, Kotak
Bank, Infosys, ONGC and
Maruti.

Bucking the trend, TCS
emerged as the biggest gainer
with 1.71 per cent gain on the
Sensex. Other winners were
Coal India, Larsen and Toubro,
PowerGrid, Asian Paint,   HCL
Tech and NTPC — rising up to
1.51 per cent. 

Meanwhile, shares of Zee
Entertainment Enterprises
bounced back Monday and
ended with a sharp gain of
nearly 17 per cent after the
company denied links with a
firm being probed for suspi-
cious demonetisation deposits.

Its stock zoomed 16.64 per
cent to end at Rs 372.50 on the
BSE. Intra-day, shares surged
19.24 per cent to Rs 380.80
apiece.

Script Open High Low LTP
RCOM 12.44 12.44 11.85 12.16
ZEEL 351.25 380.80 319.60 372.50
DISHTV 21.95 24.85 19.25 23.85
YESBANK 222.00 223.20 206.00 207.65
DHFL 202.00 207.00 183.55 184.85
HEG 2700.00 2728.30 2194.00 2194.00
GRAPHITE 525.00 537.95 470.00 500.85
SUZLON 5.06 5.10 4.80 4.98
L&TFH 134.50 134.85 124.55 128.10
ADANIPORTS 376.90 377.00 299.80 327.05
MARUTI 6514.80 6601.80 6324.35 6508.55
LT 1301.00 1337.45 1292.45 1300.55
JETAIRWAYS 254.90 261.00 243.10 245.40
ADANIPOWER 49.20 50.20 39.25 40.15
RELIANCE 1253.00 1255.45 1221.75 1229.60
BAJFINANCE 2601.20 2604.75 2360.95 2456.20
ICICIBANK 354.20 354.90 336.85 343.45
ESCORTS 707.90 708.90 666.30 674.15
IBULHSGFIN 750.00 750.00 685.45 698.90
JPASSOCIAT 6.70 6.70 6.45 6.57
RELCAPITAL 210.10 211.65 195.25 198.05
STRTECH 284.40 284.40 260.05 261.05
M&MFIN 419.95 425.45 397.45 403.15
PEL 2280.00 2291.75 2116.00 2162.45
WOCKPHARMA 481.25 481.25 429.65 444.95
ASHOKLEY 82.70 84.00 80.75 83.20
TCS 1931.70 1958.00 1929.55 1951.95
CANBK 254.55 261.90 238.00 240.30
SRTRANSFIN 1118.35 1118.55 1042.55 1055.30
JISLJALEQS 59.45 59.70 57.45 58.10
JINDALSTEL 137.70 138.70 128.55 132.35
DLF 159.00 167.50 158.50 163.55
GRUH 225.00 228.00 216.00 220.30
RELINFRA 273.00 274.00 252.50 257.60
ITC 279.30 279.70 274.10 274.65
SUNPHARMA 426.00 427.45 410.10 411.55
SBIN 286.40 286.50 277.45 281.60
LINDEINDIA 558.00 558.00 483.00 494.50
HDFCBANK 2099.00 2100.90 2077.25 2083.55
JSLHISAR 80.95 83.75 77.35 80.20
AXISBANK 668.00 674.15 650.25 655.95
M&M 684.00 685.00 668.10 673.55
IBVENTURES 345.50 345.50 290.55 316.40
TATASTEEL 453.00 453.80 443.15 445.65
KOTAKBANK 1265.65 1284.00 1256.00 1261.15
BHEL 66.50 66.75 63.60 63.90
NCC 82.00 82.25 78.80 79.30
TATAMOTORS 174.30 175.25 169.55 171.95
IDEA 32.50 32.80 29.30 31.10
INDIANB 235.00 236.35 213.00 218.55
INFY 732.90 733.85 719.05 728.20
WIPRO 356.00 362.30 353.50 355.15
SUNTV 511.90 541.45 493.90 531.95
CENTURYTEX 835.30 835.30 792.00 813.55
ADANITRANS 204.80 213.80 196.25 210.40
BLISSGVS 155.25 158.40 140.00 149.80
EDELWEISS 151.80 155.80 145.00 155.15
MINDTREE 872.80 884.40 856.65 868.65
CIPLA 510.00 510.00 489.40 491.95
INTELLECT 210.00 210.00 187.25 192.85
ULTRACEMCO 3551.70 3551.70 3340.00 3380.95
HDFCLIFE 362.00 369.60 345.00 366.35
SPICEJET 81.70 82.50 78.20 80.05
TVSMOTOR 498.00 501.00 470.15 479.30
MOTHERSUMI 151.00 151.35 142.70 145.50
BANKINDIA 95.00 95.50 87.25 90.60
AUBANK 591.50 601.30 574.70 601.30
PARAGMILK 219.15 221.85 208.70 212.90
GODREJPROP 742.25 763.50 725.00 741.75
MFSL 425.05 425.25 392.00 398.05
PNB 76.55 78.10 75.80 76.05
PCJEWELLER 77.05 77.05 73.10 74.25
LUPIN 850.00 869.50 845.00 865.90
BANKBARODA 111.70 111.95 107.75 109.20
BPCL 355.10 356.85 346.75 348.75
STAR 519.60 519.60 492.75 505.15
PHILIPCARB 169.00 169.00 158.00 159.10
FORTIS 135.95 136.30 135.05 135.65
INFRATEL 276.10 292.35 276.10 286.25
INDUSINDBK 1471.00 1493.85 1439.00 1440.00
INFIBEAM 43.00 43.25 39.50 40.05
BIOCON 668.95 668.95 641.70 649.15
LTTS 1684.95 1716.95 1680.00 1707.30
GRASIM 760.00 760.50 727.45 734.25
RBLBANK 578.50 578.50 552.40 563.70
IGL 272.65 276.55 267.65 272.50
ABCAPITAL 87.30 87.55 82.80 83.80
TATAPOWER 74.10 74.10 69.60 70.80
DMART 1368.00 1381.70 1348.00 1370.00
ABFRL 198.35 204.00 194.50 201.40
JUSTDIAL 476.55 478.60 454.15 458.90
BAJAJFINSV 6324.90 6350.00 5953.00 6053.95
JSWENERGY 66.40 66.60 64.40 65.10
BANDHANBNK 425.00 429.15 410.20 416.00
SPARC 169.00 169.00 160.40 165.60
AEGISLOG 190.10 195.10 187.00 190.50
HEROMOTOCO 2673.00 2706.00 2594.00 2602.00
IDFCFIRSTB 46.60 46.85 45.45 45.70
UNIONBANK 79.80 80.35 77.60 78.30
ICICIPRULI 300.00 301.00 287.00 291.00
GAIL 335.00 335.00 327.90 331.45
FSL 48.00 48.30 43.85 46.95
ITI 105.00 105.00 99.35 100.25
VEDL 195.70 196.00 190.85 191.45
COALINDIA 221.95 226.60 218.10 224.75
BEML 847.00 847.00 810.10 818.35
FORCEMOT 1440.00 1440.00 1365.15 1386.75
BEL 80.20 80.95 79.00 79.90

AARTIIND 1560.00 1570.00 1507.25 1565.75
DELTACORP 230.00 234.50 226.50 229.55
HINDALCO 204.50 206.45 198.25 199.85
RAYMOND 770.00 770.00 736.15 742.90
GNFC 322.00 324.60 305.60 321.00
UJJIVAN 280.00 280.20 267.00 275.95
EQUITAS 117.60 119.80 116.00 116.75
IBREALEST 81.35 81.35 75.30 76.40
GSFC 97.00 97.50 92.00 94.25
TATAELXSI 917.00 917.00 873.55 883.95
ASIANPAINT 1370.00 1390.00 1368.35 1379.85
PFC 103.20 103.20 98.45 100.80
FCONSUMER 39.75 41.15 39.55 39.75
JSWSTEEL 274.00 274.00 263.30 268.00
AVANTI 350.00 350.00 326.15 330.00
JINDALSAW 79.25 80.45 74.85 80.05
IOC 137.85 138.20 136.30 137.95
NBCC 56.90 57.20 55.25 56.00
JUBLFOOD 1203.90 1212.05 1183.25 1198.70
UPL 754.10 763.05 743.65 758.45
GUJFLUORO 880.15 880.15 814.45 840.00
RPOWER 28.20 28.20 26.65 26.90
HINDUNILVR 1764.00 1770.50 1737.00 1740.65
HAVELLS 711.00 713.20 686.40 699.00
HDFC 1975.95 1980.00 1942.00 1948.60
SWANENERGY 98.50 102.30 95.45 99.35
BHARTIARTL 308.90 308.90 294.95 304.75
TECHM 730.00 738.00 721.70 735.70
AUROPHARMA 784.00 784.00 746.60 759.90
RECLTD 120.85 121.20 117.70 119.30
INDIGO 1155.45 1180.75 1144.20 1177.90

TV18BRDCST 32.75 33.00 31.50 32.50
CADILAHC 343.60 343.95 325.10 333.00
HSCL 116.15 116.50 110.00 114.55
DEEPAKFERT 110.10 116.05 110.10 113.25
RAIN 115.00 115.90 108.95 110.10
MPHASIS 916.50 944.30 903.05 930.50
SAIL 47.40 47.40 45.60 46.15
TITAN 977.00 981.70 955.00 957.95
JAICORPLTD 103.05 103.40 96.40 97.40
CEATLTD 1188.00 1188.00 1140.00 1151.95
MUTHOOTFIN 544.80 544.80 503.25 513.00
NOCIL 146.00 146.00 135.70 140.35
RADICO 426.90 426.90 413.45 417.55
JSL 28.60 28.65 26.20 26.60
BAJAJ-AUTO 2635.05 2635.05 2547.05 2563.80
INDIACEM 80.85 80.90 78.25 79.20
INDHOTEL 133.75 140.00 130.70 136.30
ESSELPRO 100.20 110.80 97.05 107.35
JAMNAAUTO 55.50 55.80 52.25 54.00
ACC 1375.00 1378.35 1348.00 1355.00
TATAGLOBAL 207.00 210.00 201.50 208.55
PNBHOUSING 897.80 919.90 847.00 917.05
WESTLIFE 372.00 380.90 361.00 380.00
FEDERALBNK 86.00 86.85 84.00 84.25
CROMPTON 215.00 231.00 210.35 223.50
PIDILITIND 1142.00 1142.00 1100.50 1103.35
PTC 87.45 87.45 79.20 80.55
ONGC 142.15 143.00 139.80 141.90
BOMDYEING 112.00 112.70 106.35 106.45
VENKYS 2187.30 2194.20 2020.00 2107.50
SIEMENS 1039.00 1039.00 980.00 1002.00
EMAMILTD 424.50 429.95 392.00 409.90
VIPIND 475.20 481.65 466.55 469.50
COLPAL 1290.00 1302.10 1261.50 1265.10
TATAMTRDVR 92.70 92.70 87.65 89.40
CHENNPETRO 253.35 253.35 239.00 242.20
KSCL 605.10 605.10 578.45 586.35
BBTC 1210.00 1225.05 1166.00 1183.10
LICHSGFIN 458.90 458.90 442.00 445.70
CGPOWER 37.50 37.70 36.20 36.50
GODREJIND 516.45 518.30 506.70 507.00
MGL 906.05 909.00 894.45 901.45
IDBI 55.00 55.00 52.95 53.40
TATACOMM 490.00 507.15 481.20 498.60
ICICIGI 852.60 852.60 809.60 814.50
AMBUJACEM 200.00 204.15 198.10 199.20
EXIDEIND 229.10 229.10 220.00 220.75
OIL 172.00 173.00 170.25 171.85
CHAMBLFERT 164.50 164.65 158.20 162.00
HCLTECH 974.80 979.00 963.90 974.50
NATIONALUM 61.25 61.25 59.80 60.00
MEGH 54.05 54.30 52.10 52.50
MINDAIND 295.00 344.00 273.95 283.25
GODREJCP 781.00 788.20 756.35 760.00
NIITTECH 1290.00 1311.35 1282.40 1293.00
NMDC 90.85 91.65 89.95 91.00
WELSPUNIND 57.05 58.70 54.30 58.55
RAJESHEXPO 596.00 596.00 576.00 589.85
PETRONET 227.20 227.75 217.10 219.25
BALKRISIND 832.00 832.00 808.20 822.00

LTI 1713.35 1747.20 1683.00 1703.00
BERGEPAINT 312.25 317.05 309.05 312.75
HINDPETRO 242.55 243.50 238.10 238.75
ADANIGREEN 35.00 35.65 31.70 32.80
UBL 1449.00 1449.00 1376.40 1405.65
RCF 61.80 61.95 59.25 60.00
ORIENTBANK 93.40 93.95 90.75 91.20
BATAINDIA 1125.00 1136.00 1087.55 1104.75
CANFINHOME 250.10 254.90 241.00 241.20
HFCL 22.25 22.25 21.10 21.35
AJANTPHARM 1140.05 1140.05 1084.00 1127.00
GRANULES 95.25 95.25 88.25 89.25
CUB 189.50 192.20 185.00 190.65
SBILIFE 624.95 624.95 596.10 596.10
SUVEN 194.85 196.40 183.25 186.10
SOUTHBANK 13.50 13.50 13.00 13.15
DCMSHRIRAM 315.80 317.35 294.00 304.10
SREINFRA 30.50 30.70 29.00 29.75
BAJAJELEC 452.95 454.60 433.00 433.25
ZENSARTECH 225.00 251.55 220.00 222.10
ATUL 3529.00 3529.00 3300.55 3306.00
NTPC 139.80 139.80 136.75 138.40
DRREDDY 2653.20 2668.00 2599.30 2622.35
JUBILANT 709.40 725.00 697.75 718.00
IRB 147.45 149.65 143.00 147.95
COFFEEDAY 269.00 273.00 266.00 271.20
SUNTECK 340.10 341.05 328.30 329.80
MANPASAND 79.40 79.50 72.90 74.30
HEXAWARE 324.00 324.00 312.35 317.00
DABUR 431.60 431.60 422.55 425.20
NATCOPHARM* 677.90 677.90 660.25 668.05
PERSISTENT 564.90 575.00 560.75 568.00
JKTYRE 95.55 95.80 91.55 94.05
DIVISLAB 1499.00 1499.00 1460.55 1467.40
GMRINFRA 15.55 15.65 15.05 15.40
TATACHEM 682.00 685.00 658.00 663.45
ENGINERSIN 113.00 114.80 111.10 113.90
VGUARD 201.45 201.90 198.45 200.90
DCBBANK 180.05 180.75 172.80 177.20
WELCORP 106.65 108.60 101.00 107.50
CASTROLIND 165.95 165.95 158.90 160.20
APOLLOTYRE 210.00 212.00 207.70 209.70
EICHERMOT 20040.00 20208.00 19850.00 19943.75
KEI 348.05 349.95 334.95 349.95
BHARATFORG 479.00 479.00 468.50 471.25
MINDACORP 144.75 148.20 133.00 147.95
ISEC 203.60 204.75 198.35 200.25
GSPL 178.90 181.55 176.25 179.85
KRBL 350.70 350.70 330.10 331.65
HUDCO 42.00 42.00 40.85 41.10
NESTLEIND 11343.00 11400.00 11175.70 11331.95
MCX 707.00 712.45 701.85 705.95
CUMMINSIND 828.00 828.60 804.05 807.00
ABB 1261.70 1261.70 1209.95 1235.00
BASF 1385.85 1389.30 1340.00 1344.65
MANAPPURAM 98.50 99.15 93.75 95.70
KEC 247.35 248.00 238.80 241.00
KTKBANK 117.95 118.05 114.85 116.00
LALPATHLAB 1060.00 1060.00 993.25 998.15
POWERGRID 186.15 188.10 182.30 188.00
TORNTPOWER 252.55 253.15 244.20 245.70
KAJARIACER 536.50 536.55 514.80 532.50
VOLTAS 533.50 536.85 531.55 534.00
BRITANNIA 3200.00 3213.70 3131.60 3203.00
IPCALAB 772.85 789.30 772.05 777.85
OMAXE 212.90 214.05 210.20 210.80
BHARATFIN 939.90 948.00 910.00 915.50
REPCOHOME 411.05 411.80 390.65 395.00
CARBORUNIV 358.25 361.60 347.25 361.60
TRIDENT 65.55 65.55 64.00 64.35
GHCL 251.00 252.80 241.70 249.95
RALLIS 163.00 166.00 160.30 164.00
APOLLOHOSP 1300.70 1300.85 1262.10 1263.60
GREAVESCOT 117.45 117.70 115.00 116.50
IBULISL 321.90 322.00 297.35 297.35
TATAMETALI 588.85 594.90 586.20 586.20
DBL 344.20 347.50 332.00 335.40
RNAM 147.80 150.00 137.75 140.25
GDL 98.90 103.90 97.10 99.05
ALBK 43.40 43.70 42.00 42.10
J&KBANK 39.15 39.80 38.80 39.40
TORNTPHARM 1860.00 1865.00 1818.75 1850.00
SONATSOFTW 320.10 320.10 309.55 314.15
SUPREMEIND 997.00 999.00 972.00 993.00
PFIZER 2768.75 2820.00 2760.00 2800.85
EIHOTEL 180.00 183.90 173.45 183.50
NAUKRI 1651.00 1704.25 1642.75 1671.85
NAVINFLUOR 638.90 646.95 621.00 622.65
VINATIORGA 1570.00 1640.05 1537.15 1545.05
NILKAMAL 1280.00 1284.95 1229.65 1250.25
CONCOR 660.00 660.00 632.40 643.70
COROMANDEL 441.60 448.65 432.25 433.25
HINDZINC 251.80 252.20 244.00 251.90
REDINGTON 70.25 75.30 64.75 73.00
PAGEIND 22825.00 22900.00 22315.05 22395.00
JMFINANCIL 81.00 81.45 76.50 76.50
MRPL 69.00 69.85 67.50 68.65
MERCK 3200.00 3200.00 3010.80 3105.00
SRF 2085.00 2085.00 1979.65 2001.05
SYNGENE 585.40 585.60 561.90 565.20
IFCI 13.80 13.98 13.62 13.98
ENDURANCE 1132.45 1138.00 1107.20 1118.00
BAYERCROP 4270.40 4330.00 4182.00 4300.00
KANSAINER 449.80 453.05 430.30 436.65
DEEPAKNI 215.00 216.00 206.05 212.90
IDFC 41.00 41.00 39.70 39.85
GODFRYPHLP 937.15 940.50 902.05 908.05
CHOLAFIN 1148.30 1148.30 1115.60 1136.00
AMARAJABAT 764.00 764.00 739.85 741.60

SCI 42.00 42.40 40.10 40.65
WABAG 291.90 296.50 288.00 292.95
MMTC 27.95 27.95 26.10 26.40
SYNDIBANK 36.00 36.00 34.25 34.70
MAHLIFE 410.00 417.00 378.20 416.00
MAHINDCIE 229.20 232.90 222.30 232.90
WHIRLPOOL 1474.45 1476.50 1445.00 1464.90
TEJASNET 186.10 190.20 173.00 179.50
PVR 1569.40 1582.35 1541.00 1575.00
GPPL 88.30 90.55 84.25 88.50
COCHINSHIP 361.00 362.45 358.00 358.50
GLENMARK 642.15 647.30 629.20 633.10
NHPC 25.10 25.10 24.55 24.60
TIMETECHNO 98.80 98.80 94.00 94.45
JBCHEPHARM 311.75 316.20 305.00 311.95
BOSCHLTD 18400.00 18530.70 17911.70 18223.20
APLLTD 589.00 601.00 589.00 590.00
GUJALKALI 485.00 492.20 468.70 484.60
GODREJAGRO 500.30 503.15 490.00 493.65
SOMANYCERA 343.45 347.15 320.80 341.95
TATACOFFEE 96.00 96.00 90.35 91.15
MARICO 368.00 370.60 362.60 365.85
TIINDIA 332.00 338.00 322.65 335.90
BALMLAWRIE 188.00 188.00 184.85 185.95
SHREECEM 15810.00 15810.00 14933.85 15028.55
FRETAIL 440.00 442.00 439.00 439.85
RAMCOCEM 577.00 580.20 562.00 574.70
HINDCOPPER 46.15 46.20 45.00 45.50
ASTRAL 1024.85 1094.00 1022.40 1094.00
JYOTHYLAB 182.55 182.55 171.00 176.00
VIJAYABANK 43.75 44.30 42.60 42.90
SHANKARA 430.90 430.90 409.40 410.30
ASHOKA 128.75 128.75 118.00 118.00
QUESS 647.40 656.10 632.10 648.00
SUNDRMFAST 518.05 518.05 502.60 514.90
MOTILALOFS 648.05 652.00 630.00 643.00
MOIL 158.75 159.35 156.20 157.15
LUXIND 1220.10 1243.25 1190.00 1223.00
MRF 64125.00 64125.00 62300.00 62552.85
EVEREADY 213.00 217.50 207.00 210.90
CAPPL 351.95 365.25 345.05 345.50
CENTRUM 33.00 33.00 30.80 32.00
CYIENT 599.45 600.00 588.60 590.00
LAXMIMACH 5401.00 5468.00 5277.05 5300.00
BAJAJCON 347.45 360.40 335.30 359.70
GREENPLY 135.00 137.00 128.00 130.00
EIDPARRY 200.50 200.50 189.25 198.20
CENTURYPLY 165.65 166.60 159.45 165.55
ABBOTINDIA 8300.00 8300.00 7970.00 8143.60
TATAINVEST 817.60 833.00 804.95 806.45
CENTRALBK 32.60 32.60 30.85 30.95
DCAL 218.00 218.00 209.70 210.80
UFLEX 255.45 256.50 249.80 251.00
GUJGAS 128.25 128.25 124.50 125.70
BAJAJHLDNG 2865.00 2905.55 2831.10 2854.95
CARERATING 993.95 993.95 971.60 981.30
HERITGFOOD 502.00 502.00 483.70 484.00
MHRIL 206.90 206.90 197.00 205.90
AIAENG 1600.10 1696.00 1566.00 1632.40
OBEROIRLTY 460.00 460.30 447.05 453.00
ELGIEQUIP 248.50 248.50 238.65 239.60
DENABANK 12.70 12.80 12.25 12.50
INOXLEISUR 249.00 260.35 246.00 247.10
SUNCLAYLTD 2947.90 3100.00 2900.00 2900.00
VBL 776.05 787.25 768.55 770.75
SYMPHONY 1190.00 1190.00 1145.00 1145.30
ISGEC 5017.95 5017.95 4627.00 4711.00
GLAXO 1389.05 1399.95 1379.65 1393.65
FINCABLES 418.30 425.00 411.35 417.00
ADVENZYMES 155.55 156.25 150.00 150.30
TAKE 143.80 143.80 138.00 138.00
PIIND 855.70 867.00 833.00 849.40
KALPATPOWR 371.35 372.15 362.00 362.20
SOBHA 487.50 490.00 470.90 480.45
JAGRAN 103.90 103.95 100.60 101.05
HAL 747.00 753.20 732.00 737.05
UCOBANK 19.05 19.20 18.50 18.80
ASTRAZEN 1614.85 1634.25 1587.95 1609.00
KPRMILL 520.00 544.90 520.00 541.80
TTKPRESTIG 7733.95 7850.00 7630.00 7630.00
GICRE 245.00 246.00 241.35 245.70
CORPBANK 26.65 26.65 25.50 25.80
NAVKARCORP 46.75 46.75 44.55 45.15
GRINDWELL 563.95 563.95 535.25 540.30
JKCEMENT 705.35 712.25 686.95 698.00
GICHSGFIN 234.30 234.30 227.70 229.90
LEMONTREE 67.10 67.80 65.70 67.65
CRISIL 1635.50 1657.35 1613.00 1657.35
MAXINDIA 87.55 87.55 81.20 84.65
ASTERDM 161.70 161.70 151.20 155.00
INOXWIND 68.85 69.20 66.00 67.80
NBVENTURES 110.45 110.45 108.00 108.80
SHRIRAMCIT 1706.60 1765.00 1644.00 1663.00
PHOENIXLTD 603.75 621.95 593.15 621.95
MAHABANK 14.15 14.21 13.69 13.89
AKZOINDIA 1723.00 1740.00 1689.00 1715.05
MONSANTO 2550.00 2574.00 2489.70 2570.00
HSIL 236.15 236.55 227.10 234.00
NETWORK18 36.80 37.00 36.00 36.05
PNCINFRA 146.55 150.45 142.40 144.10
GESHIP 287.00 291.05 283.05 283.50
PRESTIGE 206.95 214.00 198.25 210.00
ALLCARGO 106.00 106.65 103.05 104.50
NESCO 447.50 449.80 440.00 449.80
DBCORP 173.65 174.00 168.30 170.70
APLAPOLLO 1102.05 1102.50 1081.20 1088.95
GET&D 290.35 296.00 273.40 283.80
JKLAKSHMI 293.00 309.90 283.00 302.90
SHILPAMED 388.00 392.75 381.10 381.10

GAYAPROJ 167.25 168.30 160.00 165.00
TIMKEN 550.00 550.00 521.85 526.00
SHK 169.05 169.35 160.65 161.90
SJVN 25.70 25.95 25.70 25.85
ANDHRABANK 26.65 26.65 26.10 26.30
ITDCEM 120.70 120.75 115.70 118.30
SANOFI 6300.00 6345.00 6198.45 6292.45
TEAMLEASE 2618.00 2669.00 2505.00 2669.00
BDL 267.00 267.00 255.75 265.50
SUDARSCHEM 315.00 318.15 308.95 310.90
IEX 160.10 161.05 157.60 160.85
NIACL 175.00 176.90 172.00 174.25
PRSMJOHNSN 77.10 77.10 73.65 74.80
CERA 2594.50 2594.50 2492.00 2492.00
BIRLACORPN 507.75 508.45 488.45 504.00
NAVNETEDUL 108.65 109.20 103.15 107.00
LAKSHVILAS 67.95 69.40 67.25 69.15
SUPRAJIT 204.45 208.80 194.65 199.15
KNRCON 227.00 227.00 202.70 205.75
SADBHAV 198.35 198.35 188.00 190.05
GSKCONS 7315.00 7319.55 7221.00 7221.00
ECLERX 1052.15 1064.00 1035.00 1064.00
ZYDUSWELL 1306.75 1307.10 1262.00 1300.00
LAURUSLABS 370.25 372.00 360.70 364.40
TVTODAY 350.00 355.00 346.00 350.45
CCL 268.45 270.85 265.00 270.85
FORBESCO 2100.05 2100.05 2014.95 2034.00
TRENT 345.60 348.95 339.60 347.00
IOB 14.02 14.04 13.51 13.54
OFSS 3721.75 3749.95 3699.85 3735.00
FLFL 415.60 420.00 415.00 415.05
3MINDIA 20475.00 20475.00 19500.50 20000.00
ORIENTCEM 73.00 73.95 67.55 73.95
THOMASCOOK 218.05 218.05 212.00 214.95
SOLARINDS 999.00 1017.00 985.00 997.40
GULFOILLUB 850.50 853.65 848.00 851.00
MAHLOG 501.05 503.00 484.20 487.00
THYROCARE 536.50 550.00 536.45 546.65
RELAXO 715.90 737.00 715.25 737.00
FDC 158.00 158.40 153.35 153.60
HEIDELBERG 146.30 146.30 142.10 143.00
HATSUN 712.40 714.00 694.20 699.05
GMDCLTD 84.95 86.30 84.10 86.30
NH 189.00 192.20 186.35 192.20
KIOCL 134.00 135.95 130.95 133.35
SCHAEFFLER 5275.00 5323.50 5141.00 5260.00
SHARDACROP 305.55 308.85 303.05 305.00
ITDC 283.00 285.65 277.00 281.80
SCHNEIDER 90.45 90.45 88.55 88.65
IFBIND 824.15 824.15 784.00 791.00
GILLETTE 6441.50 6553.00 6441.50 6500.00
THERMAX 1109.90 1124.40 1086.00 1100.35
PGHH 9935.00 9978.00 9858.10 9890.00
NLCINDIA 67.50 68.50 67.50 67.90
GEPIL 790.75 809.00 790.00 807.90
VMART 2403.45 2446.85 2365.00 2397.95
LAOPALA 211.95 212.95 202.10 204.00
SHOPERSTOP 509.70 519.65 508.25 517.40
ALKEM 1884.45 1885.80 1858.25 1875.90
WABCOINDIA 6409.25 6409.25 6185.45 6240.05
HIMATSEIDE 212.00 212.40 205.00 205.65
BLUEDART 2973.20 2973.20 2882.00 2901.50
FINOLEXIND 532.15 535.00 527.00 530.50
ERIS 678.75 685.00 676.00 685.00
SKFINDIA 1924.00 1929.00 1915.00 1919.25
TNPL 231.00 231.00 228.10 228.10
STARCEMENT 95.00 96.45 92.10 92.10
GALAXYSURF 1110.00 1115.50 1100.70 1105.00
HONAUT 21704.25 21900.00 21400.00 21500.00
INDOSTAR 330.05 330.05 325.00 325.50
BLUESTARCO 608.40 610.25 604.50 604.50
TVSSRICHAK 2350.10 2360.00 2330.00 2353.50
ASAHIINDIA 255.05 255.90 253.80 255.15
TIFHL 450.00 462.75 441.50 453.05
DHANUKA 410.00 410.00 397.35 401.25
MAGMA 102.80 102.80 98.00 100.45
SUPPETRO 187.10 187.10 182.00 184.55
TRITURBINE 105.30 107.35 104.10 105.25
APARINDS 616.00 625.00 614.85 625.00
JCHAC 1742.00 1819.90 1730.00 1819.90
RATNAMANI 864.10 887.00 855.30 887.00
SIS 775.00 775.00 750.00 756.50
VTL 1053.25 1060.50 1050.45 1060.50
SFL 1270.00 1270.00 1270.00 1270.00

NIFTY 50

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 10792.45 10804.45 10630.95 10661.55 -119.00
ZEEL 350.20 382.00 320.00 368.50 50.10
INFRATEL 283.70 293.85 277.05 286.45 6.70
TCS 1933.00 1962.00 1925.50 1960.00 39.20
COALINDIA 221.25 227.50 218.05 225.40 4.45
LT 1295.45 1337.90 1291.65 1302.00 16.55
POWERGRID 186.00 188.60 182.00 187.80 1.95
UPL 755.00 764.00 744.00 759.20 6.10
TECHM 732.20 738.00 721.15 734.50 5.45
HCLTECH 973.00 980.00 963.90 975.60 6.20
WIPRO 354.35 362.70 354.25 355.00 1.55
ASIANPAINT 1375.00 1391.00 1366.85 1377.90 5.75
IOC 137.20 138.35 136.40 138.25 0.50
NTPC 138.50 139.50 136.65 138.60 0.30
INFY 731.00 732.60 719.00 731.00 0.65
MARUTI 6512.50 6610.00 6317.70 6510.50 -2.90
ONGC 142.50 142.95 139.65 141.55 -0.45
BHARTIARTL 308.00 309.35 294.70 306.50 -1.00
HDFCBANK 2090.00 2102.05 2076.75 2087.00 -9.00
KOTAKBANK 1269.00 1285.00 1255.00 1259.95 -6.20
GAIL 334.55 335.25 327.90 333.00 -1.90
TATAMOTORS 173.30 175.35 169.40 172.20 -1.05
HINDUNILVR 1758.90 1771.55 1740.15 1746.00 -10.80
EICHERMOT 20061.00 20241.00 19871.60 19900.10 -149.85
M&M 683.50 683.50 667.50 677.00 -6.50
SBIN 285.65 286.60 277.30 282.50 -2.90
HINDPETRO 242.30 243.45 238.35 239.00 -2.80
RELIANCE 1250.50 1255.95 1222.40 1230.50 -15.50
VEDL 195.00 195.00 191.00 192.20 -2.50
TATASTEEL 452.90 453.95 443.30 447.00 -5.90
HDFC 1978.70 1982.20 1938.10 1951.00 -26.80
ITC 278.90 279.45 274.20 275.05 -4.15
AXISBANK 669.00 674.45 650.35 658.50 -11.25
DRREDDY 2671.90 2671.90 2597.05 2627.25 -45.15
TITAN 978.00 981.20 955.20 957.40 -20.60
HINDALCO 204.45 206.50 198.30 200.10 -4.35
JSWSTEEL 274.00 274.25 263.05 268.20 -6.45
BAJAJ-AUTO 2629.95 2634.00 2545.00 2563.00 -63.35
INDUSINDBK 1472.20 1492.95 1437.40 1449.00 -35.90
SUNPHARMA 424.00 424.75 410.15 411.55 -10.85
HEROMOTOCO 2680.00 2685.00 2586.75 2598.65 -71.50
BPCL 357.00 357.90 346.20 347.60 -9.85
CIPLA 509.00 509.00 489.10 491.90 -15.75
GRASIM 763.00 763.00 727.20 735.00 -24.60
ICICIBANK 353.20 354.90 336.65 344.75 -12.45
ULTRACEMCO 3510.00 3510.00 3332.45 3375.00 -135.80
BAJAJFINSV 6335.00 6352.80 5948.80 6050.00 -271.55
YESBANK 222.45 223.00 206.10 208.00 -11.60
BAJFINANCE 2610.00 2610.00 2355.00 2458.00 -141.55
IBULHSGFIN 746.90 750.00 684.65 696.00 -48.50
ADANIPORTS 374.95 375.35 292.10 327.00 -46.85

SE 500B

NIFTY NEXT 50

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 26868.45 26878.40 26237.25 26372.10 -496.20
SUNTV 511.00 543.50 493.40 527.05 21.20
DLF 160.00 167.60 158.50 163.90 5.90
HDFCLIFE 361.00 369.50 344.40 365.40 6.00
OFSS 3735.00 3751.55 3696.05 3748.95 40.95
INDIGO 1157.20 1181.95 1143.25 1172.15 10.40
NMDC 90.60 91.80 89.90 91.30 0.80
ASHOKLEY 82.60 83.50 80.80 83.30 0.70
DMART 1366.90 1385.00 1348.00 1376.00 10.30
HINDZINC 249.90 252.10 244.00 251.70 1.30
LUPIN 849.15 870.65 844.30 865.00 -0.05
OIL 172.05 172.90 170.10 171.50 -0.35
BRITANNIA 3210.50 3222.00 3131.00 3200.00 -6.65
GICRE 243.75 246.80 243.00 244.65 -0.65
PGHH 9975.00 9984.00 9855.00 9900.00 -28.85
BEL 80.35 81.10 79.05 79.95 -0.40
AMBUJACEM 201.00 204.35 197.90 201.00 -1.35
BANKBARODA 111.00 112.00 107.65 109.30 -0.90
NIACL 175.60 175.60 172.00 173.35 -1.45
BOSCHLTD 18550.00 18550.00 17901.30 18284.00 -242.25
ABB 1256.00 1264.40 1212.00 1238.00 -16.60
MARICO 369.00 371.20 362.45 365.00 -4.90
DABUR 430.75 432.00 422.50 424.30 -5.70
ACC 1376.00 1378.95 1346.65 1354.85 -20.15
BANDHANBNK 424.90 428.70 411.25 418.10 -6.35
HAVELLS 711.00 713.05 686.35 697.35 -10.80
COLPAL 1291.90 1302.90 1260.55 1266.90 -21.40
LICHSGFIN 453.80 455.90 442.00 444.95 -8.10
MRF 63875.00 63875.00 62450.00 62770.90 -1150.05
NHPC 25.00 25.10 24.50 24.55 -0.45
BIOCON 665.00 666.50 641.05 651.50 -13.20
SAIL 47.15 47.30 45.60 46.30 -0.95
PIDILITIND 1132.00 1135.00 1098.10 1100.65 -29.15
GODREJCP 779.35 787.00 756.65 760.00 -20.30
MCDOWELL-N 558.85 561.00 540.00 540.40 -14.45
ICICIPRULI 300.00 302.00 287.25 291.35 -8.05
CADILAHC 343.00 343.60 325.10 334.40 -9.30
CONCOR 659.80 660.00 632.25 642.30 -18.10
PETRONET 227.25 227.25 217.55 220.50 -6.55
SIEMENS 1025.80 1025.80 977.60 992.65 -30.10
SBILIFE 621.00 624.45 595.25 599.95 -19.65
MOTHERSUMI 150.80 151.65 142.30 145.35 -5.45
AUROPHARMA 784.75 784.75 745.45 755.50 -30.65
ABCAPITAL 87.25 87.55 82.80 83.70 -3.50
BHEL 66.50 66.75 63.45 63.70 -2.70
SHREECEM 15710.05 15800.00 14951.10 15049.35 -673.85
ICICIGI 848.20 849.75 806.95 818.45 -37.00
IDEA 32.80 32.80 28.45 31.25 -1.60
L&TFH 133.70 134.80 124.45 127.95 -6.70
SRTRANSFIN 1124.00 1124.00 1043.15 1055.00 -65.15
PEL 2299.90 2299.90 2111.10 2160.00 -139.20
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Liam Hemsworth opens up about

‘wonderful’ marriage to Miley

London: Actor Liam Hemsworth has revealed he is ‘’lov-
ing’’ the married life with pop star-actor Miley Cyrus. The
29-year-old actor and Cyrus, 26, tied the knot at their
home in Franklin, Tennessee, in December last year. ‘It’s
wonderful! I’m loving it. It doesn’t feel like a lot’s
changed, but on the other hand it has!’’ Hemsworth said
while attending the G’Day USA Gala in California.
According to the Independent, the event hon-
ours prominent Australian individuals from the
worlds of entertainment, sports and culture.
Hemsworth was honoured with the Excellence
in Film award.  The event also marked
Hemsworth and Cyrus’ first joint public appear-
ance since tying the knot.  The couple invited
only close relatives and friends to their nuptials
and Hemsworth said it was great to have their
loved ones with them on their special day.“It was
just a really nice, beautiful day with our immedi-
ate family and a couple of close friends,” he
said.Hemsworth and Cyrus first met on the set
of the 2010 Nicholas Sparks film “The Last Song”,
in which they play each other’s love interests. 

GM hens pave way for cheaper cancer drugs 
PTI n LONDON

Genetically modified chick-
ens that produce human

proteins in their eggs can offer
a cost-effective method of man-
ufacturing drugs widely used
for treating cancer and other
diseases, a study has found. The
research, which initially
focused on producing high
quality proteins for use in sci-
entific research, found the
drugs work at least as well as
the same proteins produced
using existing methods.

According to researchers
from the University of
Edinburgh in the UK,  high
quantities of the proteins can be
recovered from each egg using
a simple purification system
and there are no adverse effects
on the chickens themselves,
which lay eggs as normal.

The findings, published in

the journal BMC
Biotechnology, provide sound
evidence for using chickens as
a cheap method of producing
high quality drugs for use in
research studies and, poten-
tially one day, in patients. Eggs
are already used for growing
viruses that are used as vac-
cines, such as the flu jab. This
new approach is different
because the therapeutic pro-
teins are encoded in the chick-
en’s DNA and produced as
part of the egg white.The team

have initially focused on two
proteins that are essential to the
immune system and have ther-
apeutic potential — a human
protein called IFNalpha2a,
which has powerful antiviral
and anti-cancer effects, and the
human and pig versions of a
protein called macrophage-
CSF, which is being developed
as a therapy that stimulates
damaged tissues to repair
themselves.

Just three eggs were
enough to produce a clinically
relevant dose of the drug. As
chickens can lay up to 300 eggs
per year, researchers say their
approach could be more cost-
effective than other production
methods for some important
drugs.

“We are not yet producing
medicines for people, but this
study shows that chickens are
commercially viable for pro-

ducing proteins suitable for
drug discovery studies and
other applications in biotech-
nology,” said Helen Sang, a pro-
fessor at University of
Edinburgh in the UK.

Protein-based drugs, which
include antibody therapies such
as Avastin and Herceptin, are
widely used for treating cancer
and other diseases. For some of
these proteins, the only way to
produce them with sufficient
quality involves mammalian
cell culture techniques, which
are expensive and have low
yields. 

Other methods require
complex purification systems
and additional processing tech-
niques, which raise costs.
Scientists have previously
shown that genetically modi-
fied goats, rabbits and chickens
can be used to produce protein
therapies in their milk or eggs.

Tulsi Gabbard says she is

targeted for being Hindu

PTI n WASHINGTON

Congresswoman Tulsi
Gabbard has hit back at

critics who accuse the
Democratic presidential hope-
ful of being a “Hindu nation-
alist”, saying questioning her
commitment to America while
not probing non-Hindu lead-
ers creates a “double standard”
that can only be rooted in “reli-
gious bigotry”. 

Gabbard,  the four-term
lawmaker said from Hawaii,
wrote an op-ed for the
Religious News Services on
Sunday, describing the cam-
paign against her, supporters
and donors as “profiling and
targeting of Hindu Americans
and ascribing to them motives
without any basis”.

The 37-year-old on
January 11 announced that
she would be running for the
White House in 2020. In the
hard-hitting piece, Gabbard,
the first Hindu elected to the
US Congress, noted that she
has been accused of being a
Hindu nationalist. “Tomorrow
will it be Muslim or Jewish
Americans? Japanese, Hispanic
or African Americans?” she
asked.

“To ques-
tion my com-
mitment to
my coun-
try, while
not ques-
tioning
n o n -
Hindu
lead-

ers, creates a double standard
that can only be rooted in one
thing: ‘religious bigotry’. I am
Hindu and they are not,”
Gabbard said. “My meetings
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, India’s democratically
elected leader, have been high-
lighted as ‘proof ’ of this and
portrayed as somehow being
out of the ordinary or some-
how suspect, even though
President (Barack) Obama,
Secretary (Hillary) Clinton,
President (Donald) Trump and
many of my colleagues in
Congress have met with and
worked with him,” Gabbard
said.

“I am proud to be the first
Hindu-American to have been
elected to Congress, and now,
the first Hindu-American to
run for president,” she said.
Gabbard said while the head-
lines covering her presidential
bid could be celebrated as his-
toric f irst,  maybe even
informed Americans at large
about the world’s third-largest
religion, but “some have
instead fomented suspicion,
fear and religious bigotry about
not only me but also my sup-
porters”.

She referred to the attack
against her in the past by

political opponents. 
“Religious bigotry and
attempt to foment fear of
Hindus and other minori-
ty religions persist. During
my 2012 and 2014 elections,
my Republican opponent
stated publicly that a
Hindu should not be
allowed to serve in the
US Congress and that

Hinduism is incom-
patible with the US
Constitution,” she said.

In the 2016 race
for Congress, her
Republican opponent
said repeatedly that a

vote for her was a vote for the
devil because of her religion,
Gabbard wrote.

“Republicans like Ben
Carson said in 2016 that a
Muslim-American would be
unqualified to serve as presi-
dent. Democratic Senators
have recently grilled and
opposed Republican judicial
nominees because of their con-
nection to Catholicism,” she
alleged.

These actions and atti-
tudes not only undermine the
Constitution, but also incite
fear and force people into the
shadows because of their reli-
gion, Gabbard said. Gabbard
said after her 2012 election, she
made a personal decision to
take “my congressional oath of
office on the supreme
yoga/Hindu scripture, the
Bhagavad Gita, where Krishna’s
teachings have provided wis-
dom and spiritual solace to me
throughout my life, including
when I was serving our coun-
try in the Middle East during
the Iraq war.”

“Those who are trying to
foment anti-Hindu sentiment
expose the dark underbelly of
religious bigotry in politics
and must be called out. To
advocate voting for or against
someone based on religion,
race, or gender is simply un-
American,” she said. Gabbard
had last September refused to
be the chairperson of the
World Hindu Congress in
Chicago, citing her differences
with its organisers who were
seen close to the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad.Gabbard said India
was one of America’s closest
allies in Asia and is a country
of growing importance in a
critical region of the
world.“The strategic partner-
ship between our two countries
has been a priority for several
decades now.

‘US democracy under attack like never before’
PTI n WASHINGTON

Indian-origin Senator Kamala
Harris has  launched her

2020 presidential bid on
Sunday with a scathing criti-
cism of President Donald
Trump’s policies, saying that the
US is at an “inflection point” in
the history due to the attack on
democracy like never before.
Harris, 54, who was elected to
the Senate in 2016, announced
her run for presidency last
week. She has been voted on
top of the list of Democratic
leaders aspiring to defeat
Trump in the November 2020
election.  

Harris, the second African-
American woman elected to
the US senate, has drawn com-
parisons to Barack Obama
since early in her political
career.“We are at an inflection
point in the history of our
nation. We are here because the
American dream and our
American democracy are
under attack and on the line
like never before,” she
said.“When we have leaders
who bully and attack a free
press and undermine our
democratic institutions, that’s
not our America,” she said,
without mentioning Trump’s
name.

She criticised “the arro-
gance of power” she saw in
wealthy bank executives after
the foreclosure crisis, and said
that Americans needed to be
honest about the country’s
problems with racism, sexism,

anti-semitism and transphobia.
She also emphasised unity,
praising “the amazing spirit of
the American people” and
pledging her desire to be a pres-
ident, echoing former president
Abraham Lincoln’s famous
words, “Of the people, by the
people, and for all people.”

Pointing to Trump’s xeno-
phobic rhetoric, his policies at
the border, and his decision to
shut down the government in
a failed attempt to get funding
for his controversial plan to
build a wall along the US-
Mexico border, she said,
“People are trying to convince
us that the villain in our
American story is each other.”

“But that is not our story.
That is not who we are.”

“We are better than this,”
she said. Recollecting the fight-
ing spirit of her Indian moth-
er, Shyamala Gopalan, who
migrated to the US from Tamil
Nadu for studies, Harris told a
cheering crowd in her home-
town of Oakland, California,
that this was not going to be an
easy election pitted against an
incumbent like Trump.

Harris spoke of an America
where “we welcome refugees”
and denounced President
Trump’s plan to build a wall
along the US-Mexico border as
a “medieval vanity project”.
“If I have the honour of being
your president I will tell you
this: I am not perfect. Lord
knows, I am not perfect. But I
will always speak with decen-

cy and moral clarity and treat
all people with dignity and
respect. I will lead with integri-
ty. And I will tell the truth,” she
said.

“My mother used to say
don’t sit around and complain
about things. Do something,”
Harris said in her impressive
speech that lasted for more
than 30 minutes. “With the
fighting spirit I got from my
mother, I stand before you
today to announce my candi-
dacy for president of the United
States. And I will tell you, I’m
running for president, because
I love my country,” Harris told
the crowd estimated to be
around 20,000, a few blocks
away from where she was born. 

So far four women
Democratic leaders have
entered the presidential race.
Apart from Harris, the three
others are Senators Elizabeth
Warren, Kirsten Gillibrand and
Congresswoman Tulsi Gabbard
from Hawaii.  All of them
have to pass through a grilling
presidential primary begin-
ning next January, the winner
of which would be announced
in the Democratic National
Convention in July 2020. The
nominee would challenge
incumbent Trump, a
Republican, in the presidential
election in November that year.
Quoting the former presiden-
tial candidate Robert Kennedy,
Harris said challenging an
incumbent is not easy. 

“Of course, we know this

is not going to be easy guys. We
know what the doubters will
say is that they always say,
they’ll say it’s not your time.
They’ll say, wait your turn.
They’ll say, the odds are long.
They’ll say, it can’t be done....
But, America’s story has always
been written by people who can
see what can be unburdened by
what has been... that’s our
story.”

“I say to you my friends,
these are not ordinary times,
and this will not be an ordinary
election. But this is our
America.... We can reclaim the
American dream for every sin-
gle person in our country. We
can restore America’s moral
leadership on this planet,” she
added.

Asserting that she running
to fight for an America where
the economy works for work-
ing, Harris promised education
and healthcare for all if elect-
ed as the 46th US president.
Harris was the first African-
American and Indian-
American attorney of
California, before being
elected as the US Senator.
Already having many
firsts in her name, Harris
will be the first woman
president of the coun-
try if she wins. 

Alleging that too
many black and
brown Americans are
being locked up for
mass incarceration,
she called for drastic

repair  of criminal justice sys-
tem. “Let’s also speak the truth
that too many unarmed black
men and women are killed in
America.”  Critical of Trump’s
foreign policy, Harris said
under this administration,
America’s position in the world
had never been weaker. “When
democratic values are under
attack around the globe, when
authoritarianism is on the
march, when nuclear prolifer-
ation is on the rise, when we
have foreign powers infecting
the White House like Malware,
let’s speak about truth our pre-
sent danger,” she said.

“And let’s face the biggest
truth, the biggest truth of all: In
the face of powerful forces
trying to sow hate and division
among us, the truth is that as
Americans we have so much
more in common than what
separates us,” she added. 

Washington: The US Treasury
Department lifted sanctions
Sunday on Russian aluminum
giant Rusal and two related com-
panies after blacklisted billionaire
Oleg Deripaska took action to
sharply cut his stake in them. The
tycoon is known to have friend-
ly relations with Russian President
Vladimir Putin and had business

ties with US President Donald
Trump’s former campaign chair-
man Paul Manafort, who was
convicted in Special Counsel
Robert Mueller’s investigation
into Russian meddling in the 2016
election.  Deripaska is one of sev-
eral oligarchs sanctioned last year
in retaliation for what the US
called “the Russian government’s

ongoing and increasingly brazen
pattern of malign activity across
the world”, citing its interference
in Syria and its seizure of Crimea.
Rusal, EN+ Group Plc and
EuroSibEnergo JSC have
“reduced Oleg Deripaska’s direct
and indirect shareholding stake...
and severed his control”, the
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets

Control (OFAC) said in a state-
ment.  
“The companies have also agreed
to unprecedented transparency
for Treasury into their operations
by undertaking extensive, ongo-
ing auditing, certification, and
reporting requirements.”  The
delisting — first announced in
December — came as the com-

panies sought to avoid being
locked out of global markets due
to their close association with
Deripaska.The sanctions banned
Americans and organisations
with US divisions, such as many
global banks, from doing business
with the companies and froze
Deripaska’s personal assets in
US jurisdictions.

US lifts sanctions on blacklisted Russian companies

Chinese human  
rights lawyer
jailed for
‘subversion’
Beijing (AFP): Prominent
Chinese human rights lawyer
Wang Quanzhang was sen-
tenced on Monday to four and
a half years in prison for state
subversion, sealing the fate of
another attorney swept up in a
2015 crackdown. Wang, 42,
who defended political activists
and victims of land seizures,
disappeared in the sweep —
known as the “709” crack-
down — aimed at courtroom
critics of Communist authori-
ties.

Charged in January 2016
with alleged state subversion,
Wang had been the last of more
than 200 lawyers and activists
arrested in the 709 crackdown
to be tried or released. Wang
was “found guilty of subverting
state power, sentenced to four
years and six months in prison,
and deprived of political rights
for five years,” the Tianjin
Second Intermediate People’s
Court said in a statement.

After more than two years
of being in legal limbo —
detained without a trial date —
Wang’s court hearing took
place behind closed doors in
Tianjin on December 26. At the
time, the court said the trial
was closed to the public “due to
the state secrets involved”.
Wang’s wife Li Wenzu was
placed under de facto house
arrest the day before her hus-
band’s trial to prevent her from
attending.

Li has actively protested
her husband’s detention. Last
April, she attempted to march
100 kilometres (60 miles) to the
detention facility in Tianjin
where her husband had been
held. In December, before
Wang’s court date was
announced, Li and three sup-
porters shaved their heads and
tried to submit a petition to a
Beijing court protesting Wang’s
detention.

Rights organisations
denounced Wang’s jail sen-
tence, with Amnesty
International calling it “a gross
injustice”.“His sentence is part
of the Chinese government’s
ongoing crackdown on rights
lawyers,” explained Maya
Wang, senior researcher at
Human Rights Watch.

“In the past three years, the
Chinese government has not
only detained and imprisoned
rights lawyers but also debarred
them,” she told AFP. According
to Doriane Lau, china
researcher at Amnesty
International, Wang’s four-and-
a-half year prison sentence

UK expresses regret at
burning of Indian flag 
London (PTI): The UK gov-

ernment Monday expressed
regret over reports that the
Indian flag was burnt during a
demonstration by separatist
groups outside the Indian High
Commission in London on
Republic Day. The Foreign
and Commonwealth Office
(FCO) said it was disappoint-
ed that separatist groups had
chosen to take such an action,
as Scotland Yard confirmed
that it was working to establish
the exact circumstances
around the incident on
Saturday.

“We are disappointed that
anyone would chose to burn
the Indian flag on any day, let
alone the celebration of
Republic Day, and we regret
the upset that this will have
caused,” an FCO spokesperson
said.

“We congratulate India
on...Republic Day celebration,
and look forward to deepening
our relationship further as we
prepare to leave the European
Union and forge new partner-
ships with key global allies,” the
spokesperson added.

A small group of activists
from some British Sikh and
Kashmiri outfits had gathered
outside India House in central
London on Saturday to wave
placards against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
chant anti-India slogans. 
Indian officials had confirmed
that the Metropolitan Police

had been made aware of the
planned demonstration, dur-
ing which some protesters
were caught on camera burn-
ing the Indian flag.

“On Saturday, 26 January
a demonstration took place
outside India House in
Aldwych, WC2. An appropri-
ate policing plan was in place,”
the Metropolitan Police said in
a statement.  “There were no
incidents of note and no
arrests. No allegations of crime
have been reported. We are
aware of a social media video
that appears to be from the
demonstration outside India
House in Aldwych on
Saturday, 26 January. We are
working to establish the exact
circumstances of it,” the state-
ment said.

The FCO had earlier called
on demonstrators to stay with-
in the law in reference to
reports of a planned protest to
mark Republic Day. “We are
proud to be a country that
fiercely protects the rights of
individuals to peaceful protest
and free speech as essential
parts of a vibrant democracy,
provided that demonstrators
act within the law. We do not
condone the burning of
national flags, which is deeply
offensive to most people,” an
FCO spokesperson had said.

In April last year, the
Indian government had
demanded legal action against
those behind a similar dese-

‘Pak to resume talks with 
India only after elections’
PTI n DUBAI

Pakistan will try to resume
peace talks with India only

after election results are out as
it is “useless” to talk to New
Delhi because no big deci-
sions are expected from the
present Indian government, a
senior minister has said. Fawad
Chaudhry, Minister of
Information of Pakistan, said
that the time is not right to hold
a dialogue as the Indian lead-
ers are preparing for the
upcoming general elections,
Gulf News reported.

“It is useless to talk to them
(India) now unless there is
some stability. We will move
forward once the new govern-
ment is formed after the elec-
tions,” he said.“We have delayed
our efforts to hold talks with
India because we do not expect
any big decision from the pre-
sent Indian leadership,” he said.
He said the Pakistan govern-
ment would respect any Indian
leader and the party elected by
the Indian people. 

When asked which Indian
leader will suit Pakistan more
when it comes to peace talks —
Narendra Modi or Rahul
Gandhi , the minister said it
does not matter for Pakistan.
“And, we would like to move
forward to hold dialogue with
whosoever comes into power
in India,” he said.

The Indo-Pak ties strained
after the terror attacks by
Pakistan-based terrorists in
2016 and India’s surgical strikes

inside Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. The ties further nose-
dived in 2017 with no bilater-
al talks talking place between
them.   India has been main-
taining that terror and talks
cannot go together.  

Chaudhry said the opening
of the Kartarpur Corridor
between India and Pakistan in
November last year is a remark-
able development between the
two countries because it will
not only help the Sikh com-
munity but also benefit the
Indo-Pak relations. On being
asked who calls the shots in
Pakistan when it comes to for-
eign policy – the army or the
civilian government, Chaudhry
said, “Of course Prime Minister
Imran Khan.”“During the ear-
lier regimes, there had been
conflicts between the civilian
government and the army on
various issues as they were
not capable of talking to each
other frankly. 

But this is the not the case
anymore since Imran Khan
has come into power,” he said.

UK leader under pressure to

secure EU Brexit concessions

PTI n LONDON

Pro-Brexit British lawmakers
were mounting a campaign

Monday to rescue Prime
Minister Theresa May’s reject-
ed European Union divorce
deal in a parliamentary show-
down this week.  Lawmakers
threw out May’s Brexit deal two
weeks ago and will debate and
vote Tuesday on competing
plans for what to do next about
Britain’s impending departure
from the bloc.

May insists her agreement
can still win parliament’s back-
ing, if it is tweaked to alleviate
concerns about a provision for
the Irish border.   The measure,
known as the backstop, would
keep the U.K. in a customs
union with the EU in order to
remove the need for checks
along the frontier between the
U.K.’s Northern Ireland and EU
member Ireland after Britain
leaves the EU. That border is
crucial to the divorce deal
because it will be the only
land frontier between the U.K.
and the EU after Brexit. Border
checkpoints have disappeared
since Ireland and Britain both
became members of the EU
single market in the 1990s and
the 1998 Good Friday peace
accord largely ended decades of
violence in Northern Ireland.

Opposition to the back-
stop by pro-Brexit lawmakers
— who fear it will trap Britain
in regulatory lockstep with the
EU — helped sink May’s deal
earlier this month.   A new pro-
posal submitted by

Conservative legislator Graham
Brady commits to backing
May’s deal if the backstop is
replaced by “alternative
arrangements.” 

Brady said if the motion
was approved by Parliament, it
would give May “enormous
firepower” to go back to
Brussels and renegotiate the
Brexit divorce deal. The gov-
ernment hopes to bring the
deal back for a new vote in
Parliament in February, with
enough changes to reverse its
thumping defeat on Jan. 15,
when lawmakers rejected it by
432 votes to 202.

Some members of
Parliament who voted against
May’s deal the first time say
they would support it if the
Irish backstop was removed.
Former Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson, a leading Brexiteer,

said the prime minister was
trying to secure a “freedom
clause” that would ensure
Britain could get out of the
backstop. 

In his weekly Daily
Telegraph column, Johnson
said May would have “the
whole country full-throatedly
behind her” if she secured
such a change.But EU leaders
insist they will not change the
legally binding Brexit with-
drawal agreement.

“This withdrawal agree-
ment has been agreed with the
U.K. government, it is endorsed
by leaders and is not open for
renegotiation,” EU spokesman
Margaritis Schinas said. Irish
Foreign Minister Simon
Coveney said Sunday that
Northern Ireland’s peace
process depended on avoiding
the return of a hard border.

Anti Brexit protester Steve Bray who is almost permanently demonstrating outside
the Houses of Parliament watches the traffic as he holds up placards in London, on
Monday. AP
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Af Prez calls for ‘serious

talks’ with Taliban

AFP n KABUL

Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani said Monday the

Taliban should “enter serious
talks” with his government,
after the insurgents and
Washington both touted
progress during unprecedent-
ed negotiations in Qatar last
week. A months-long diplo-
matic push by the United
States to get the Taliban to talk
to Kabul culminated in six days
of meetings between the US
and the insurgents in Doha,
but the Taliban have long
refused to negotiate with the
Afghan government to end
the 17-year conflict, branding
them as “puppets”.

“I call on the Taliban to...
show their Afghan will, and
accept Afghans’ demand for
peace, and enter serious talks
with the Afghan government,”
Ghani said in a nationally tele-
vised address from the presi-
dential palace in Kabul.

Both the Taliban and the
US cited “progress” over the
weekend as hopes rise that the
length of the negotiations
could mean a deal may be in
sight which paves the way for
Afghan talks. Sticking points
remain, with topics including
a ceasefire and a timetable for
the withdrawal of foreign
troops, as well as a prisoner
exchange and a guarantee not
to allow militant safe havens in
Afghanistan believed to have
been on the agenda.

US President Donald
Trump’s clear eagerness to end
America’s longest war has also
weighed heavy on the discus-
sions. But Afghan authorities
have previously complained
of being excluded from the
talks in Qatar, and warned that
any deal between the US and
the Taliban would require
Kabul’s endorsement.

“We want peace, we want
it fast but we want it with a

plan,” Ghani said in his address
Monday. “We should not for-
get that the victims of this war
are Afghans and the peace
process should also be Afghan-
led... No Afghan wants foreign
troops to remain in their coun-
try indefinitely. No Afghan
wants to face suicide attacks in
hospitals, schools, the
mosques, and parks.” 

Ghani spoke hours after
his office said it has been reas-
sured by Washington that the
talks in Qatar remain geared
towards bringing the insur-
gents to the table with Kabul.
US special envoy Zalmay
Khalilzad — who has been
leading the negotiations —
arrived in Afghanistan late
Sunday to update officials
including Ghani on the
progress made.

“The US insisted in their
talks with the Taliban that the
only solution for lasting peace
in Afghanistan is intra-Afghan
talks,” Khalilzad said, accord-
ing to a statement released by
Ghani’s office.

“My role is to facilitate”
such talks between the insur-
gents and Kabul, Khalilzad
said according to Ghani,
adding that the discussions are
ongoing. The palace said
Khalilzad also confirmed that
no agreement had been made

on the withdrawal of foreign
troops, adding that any such
decision would be coordinat-
ed and discussed in detail with
the Afghan government.

The Taliban have insisted
foreign troops must pull out.
On Saturday Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid said that until a with-
drawal timetable is decided
progress on other issues is
“impossible”. 

The palace’s statement said
Khalilzad denied reports that
the issue of an interim gov-
ernment had been raised, say-
ing that was “absolutely wrong”
and there had been no discus-
sions with the Taliban about
any future government in
Kabul. 

He also confirmed there
had been no progress on the
issue of a ceasefire.

Afghans have expressed
tentative hopes about the talks
tempered by fears of an
American exit, with Afghan
security forces taking stagger-
ing losses, the government
facing election upheaval, and
civilians paying a dispropor-
tionate price after nearly two
decades of bloodshed.

The Taliban and US offi-
cials have agreed to continue
negotiations, though no date
has been publicly announced.

Lankan poll body chief threatens 
to quit over provincial polls delay
PTI n COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s Elections
Commission Chairman

Mahinda Deshapriya on
Monday threatened to resign if
the long-delayed provincial
councils elections were not
held before November 10.

He said that six out of the
nine provincial councils, the
highest level of local govern-
ment, were up to 16 months
over due undermining democ-
racy. The election watchdogs
have criticised the government
for the delay. Three more coun-
cil terms are also to end soon.

“If the election could not be
held before November 10, I will
resign from my position,”
Deshapriya told reporters here.
He said he will remain within
the elections commission, but
not as the chairperson.His
threat to resign means that he

wants the provincial elections
to be held before this year’s
presidential election, which
must be declared by November
and held before early January
2020. The delay is due to a legal
snag when the electoral system
reforms were introduced. Last
year’s February local council
elections were held under the

new hybrid system of propor-
tional and first past the post
systems. The existing provincial
councils were elected solely
on a proportional system based
election system.

The report compiled by the
delimitation committee to hold
the provincial council elec-
tions under the new system was

defeated in parliament last
year. The opposition headed by
former president Mahinda
Rajapaksa has accused the gov-
ernment of delaying the elec-
tions due to fear of defeat. 
Rajapaksa’s new party swept the
board in the local council elec-
tions held in February last
year under the new hybrid
system.

Political party sources say
they would opt to hold the
provincial election under the
previous proportional system
of elections. The Joint
Opposition said they would
petition the court to force the
election. Provincial Councils,
established under a power-
sharing deal aimed at address-
ing minority demands for lim-
ited political autonomy in 1987,
are a crucial test of popularity
ahead of national elections.

Presidential standoff may worsen Venezuelans’ misery

AP n CARACAS

The US recognition of oppo-
sition leader Juan Guaido as

Venezuela’s interim president is
being touted by the Trump
administration as the only way
to restore the country’s democ-
racy. But as Elizabeth Pineda
was stocking up on staples
Sunday at a sidewalk market
near a Caracas slum, she was
bracing for things to get a lot
worse, not better. A retired sec-
retary, Pineda survives on a
monthly pension of just 18,000
bolivars, or about $6. She sup-

plements her income working as
an astrologer, and although the
stars have been telling her
Venezuelans are on the road to
ridding themselves of socialist
President Nicolas Maduro, she
doesn’t expect him to go quick-
ly or quietly.

“The government is going
to strangle us even more with
their bad decisions and shame-
lessness,” Pineda said while
sharing a bowl of beef soup with
two friends, none of whom can
afford the $1.50 meal on their
own.

Economists agree that the
longer the standoff between
the US-backed Guaido and
Maduro drags on, the more reg-
ular Venezuelans are likely to
suffer. Maduro, who so far
appears to have the backing of
the decisive military, has dug in,
accusing the U.S. of orchestrat-
ing a coup by encouraging
Guaido to declare himself inter-
im president and then leading
a chorus of nations that imme-
diately recognized his rule.

The high-risk and seldom-
used strategy of recognizing an

alternative government that
doesn’t already have de facto
power is tantamount to block-
ing Maduro’s access to
Venezuela’s all-important oil
revenue, with enormous legal
and financial entangle-
ments.Directives sent Friday to
the US Federal Reserve will
make it very hard for Maduro
to access Venezuela’s overseas
assets and earnings, including
those from Houston-based
Citgo, a subsidiary of state-
owned oil giant PDVSA and the
major source of revenue for the

bankrupt government.
Also at risk is $1.2 billion

in gold reserves — 15 per cent
of Venezuela’s foreign currency
reserves — stored in the vaults
of the Bank of England. If the
Trump administration’s con-
frontational approach is adopt-
ed by the European Union,
some of whose members have
threatened to recognize Guaido
if Maduro doesn’t announce
new elections in eight days, it
could bring oil production to a
standstill, heaping more hard-
ships on the 29 million

Venezuelans already struggling
with hyperinflation, widespread
food shortages and anemic eco-
nomic activity.

“If Maduro stays in power,
Venezuela could suffer a
humanitarian catastrophe,” said
Francisco Rodriguez, chief
economist of New York-based
Torino Capital.

Rodriguez said the outlook
is similar to what happened to
Libya in 2011, after the Obama
administration froze the gov-
ernment’s assets in retaliation
for Moammar Gadhafi’s crack-

down on protesters during the
Arab Spring.  In response, oil
output in the North African
country dropped more than 70
per cent.

But unlike that asset freeze
and the one imposed on Iraq
after Saddam Hussein’s invasion
of Kuwait, which were done in
concert with the international
community, Maduro still has
important backers, most notably
China and Russia, which would
serve as a likely veto of any inter-
national sanctions at the UN
Security Council.

UN judicial expert in Turkey to
probe Jamal Khashoggi murder
AFP n ANKARA

Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu on

Monday met with a UN judi-
cial expert who is looking into
the murder of Saudi journalist
Jamal Khashoggi as Ankara
calls for an international
inquiry.   The UN special rap-
porteur on extra-judicial, sum-
mary or arbitrary executions,
Agnes Callamard, will be in
Turkey until Saturday for a
series of meetings with author-
ities including the Istanbul
chief prosecutor.

Khashoggi, a Washington
Post contributor and Saudi
regime critic, was murdered on
October 2 in Turkey in what
Riyadh called a “rogue” oper-
ation, tipping the kingdom
into one of its worst diplomat-

ic crises.
Turkish authorities have

called for an international
probe into the killing which
took place at the Saudi con-
sulate in Istanbul, complaining
of Saudi Arabia’s failure to
cooperate. “Met with
@AgnesCallamard, #UN
Special Rapporteur on Extra-

Judicial Executions, who is in
#Turkey to investigate the mur-
der of Jamal Khashoggi,”
Cavusoglu wrote on Twitter,
sharing a picture from his
meeting in Ankara.

In an interview with
Turkish media last week,
Cavusoglu said the Khashoggi
case was “not a part of bilater-

al ties” with Riyadh.  “We
believe this case should be
brought to the international
arena,” he said. “It is time for an
international probe.” Nearly
four months later, the where-
abouts of Khashoggi’s body
remains unknown and Turkish
officials accuse Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman of
orchestrating the killing — an
allegation Saudi authorities
categorically refute. Earlier this
month a trial of 11 accused in
the murder opened in Saudi
Arabia with the attorney gen-
eral seeking the death penalty
for five defendants.  During her
mission, Callemard is due to
meet with Justice Minister
Abdulhamit Gul and Istanbul
chief prosecutor Irfan Fidan,
state-run Anadolu news agency
reported. 

Canadian held
in Macau for
$284 million
fraud attempt
Hong Kong (AFP): A
Canadian man, who allegedly
tried to swindle an entertain-
ment company out of $284 mil-
lion, has been arrested in the
gambling hub of Macau, police
said Monday.  The suspect, a
61-year-old retiree of Chinese
descent, was arrested on Friday
after allegedly trying to trans-
fer the money from the firm’s
bank account using bogus doc-
uments earlier in the week.

In an emailed statement
Macau’s Judiciary Police told
AFP the man, surnamed Liao,
tried to use a “fake authorisa-
tion document and transfer slip
to try to defraud the enter-
tainment company and the
bank”.

Police did not identify the
company or the bank involved.

The arrest comes as Beijing
and Ottawa are locked in a
diplomatic row following the
December arrest in Canada of
Huawei chief financial officer
Meng Wanzhou on a US extra-
dition request linked to Iran
sanctions violations.

In a move observers see as
retaliation over the Meng case,
Chinese authorities detained
two Canadians soon after,
accusing them of activities that
“endanger China’s national
security”.

The phrase is often used by
Beijing when alleging espi-
onage, and few details have
been given about their where-
abouts or the cases against
them.

In contrast, the arrest in
Macau was announced by local
police in a press conference
over the weekend, and they
outlined the allegations in some
detail. In its statement the
Judiciary Police said the man
“tried to transfer 249,000,000
euros”.

Staff at the bank grew sus-
picious when the man’s signa-
ture did not match what they
had on record for the account
and they alerted police. The
man was then arrested at the
border trying to leave Macau
on Friday evening.

A spokesperson at Canada’s
consulate in Hong Kong, which
oversees Macau, said officials
were aware of the arrest in the
former Portuguese colony.

“Consular officials are in
contact with local authorities
on the matter,” the spokesper-
son said, declining to comment
further because of Canada’s
privacy laws. Macau is the
world’s largest gambling hub,
raking in five times as much as
Las Vegas in gaming revenue.
The vast majority of gamblers
who visit the semi-autonomous
city are Chinese nationals. 

PTI n KATHMANDU

ABangladeshi airline pilot,
harbouring severe mental

stress, lost “situational aware-
ness” and tried to land the
plane in “sheer desperation”
when its crashed in Nepal last
year, killing 51 people onboard,
an investigation report said on
Monday. The US-Bangla
Airlines plane (Flight BS211)
from Dhaka crashed on its sec-
ond landing attempt at the
Kathmandu’s Tribhuvan
International Airport on
March 12, 2018. Fifty one peo-
ple were killed and 20 others
injured in the crash. Among
the dead, 28 were Bangladesh
nationals, 22 Nepalese and
one Chinese. The pilot and co-
pilot also died in the crash. The
43-page investigation report,
compiled by Nepalese officials
and released on Monday, said
the probable cause of the crash
was the pilot’s “disorientation
and loss of situation aware-
ness”.

Contributing to this, the
Bombardier Dash 8 Q400 tur-
boprop aircraft was offset to
the proper approach path that
led to maneuvers in a very
dangerous and unsafe altitude
to alight with the runway, it
said, adding that landing was
completed in a “sheer desper-
ation” after sighting the run-
way, at very close proximity
and very low altitude.

Nepali investigators also
cast a spotlight on the history
of mental health of pilots in the
final report on the crash and
recommended that before the
renewal of licence of any per-
manently grounded pilot due
to a medical reason, a thor-
ough periodic physical and
psychological status should be

assessed. It said a system
should be adopted to monitor
the medical condition closely
in all subsequent medical
examinations as well. The
investigation commission rec-
ommended that all airline
pilots should undergo a psy-
chological evaluation as part of
the training or before entering
into service.

The report, submitted to
Tourism Minister Rabindra
Adhikari on Sunday, said the
pilot, Abid Sultan, had been
released from the Bangladesh
Air Force in 1993 due to
depression and was only
allowed to fly civilian planes
from 2002 after a detailed
medical evaluation. 

The Nepali investigators
said the flight captain’s past
behaviour should have been a
warning sign.   Sultan’s detail
medical history was not
reviewed by the US-Bangla
Airlines when he was hired, the
report said, adding that med-
ical examination of the pilot in
successive annual medicals
was not focused on his previ-
ous medical condition of
depression, which seemed

mandatory.
As per the US Federal

Aviation Administration rules,
captains are required to have a
first-class medical certificate
renewed every year if the pilot
is under 40 years of age and
every six months if the pilot is
40 years or older. Psychological
checks are not required.

“Many pilots refuse to
seek treatment for mental
health issues because they fear
the medical assessment will
have a negative impact on
their career. This may have cost
the passengers lives as well as
the airlines,” Buddhi Sagar
Lamichhane, member-secre-
tary of the investigation com-
mittee was quoted as saying in
the Kathmandu Post. 

The investigators said
there was clear evidence that
the flight captain was har-
bouring severe mental stress.
“The effect of stress was evi-
dent with the fact that he was
irritable, tensed, moody, and
aggressive at various times,” the
report said. Few minutes
before the landing, Sultan had
confirmed that the plane’s
landing gear was down and

locked. “Gears down, three
greens,” the pilot said, accord-
ing to the report, referring to
the electrical indicator lights
inside the cockpit.  However,
when co-pilot Prithula Rashid
conducted a final landing
checklist, the landing gears
were not down. 

According to the report,
the pilot was worried about
one particular aspect and was
thinking about it all the time.
“This was about one particu-
lar female colleague’s criticism
on his competency. Most of the
conversation in the cockpit
was directed towards and
aimed at the female colleague
who apparently was telling
others that the pilot was not a
good instructor and he could
not teach properly,” it said.

“Lost in the conversation,
the landing was completed in
sheer desperation after sight-
ing the runway, at very close
proximity and very low alti-
tude. There was no attempt
made to carry out a go-around
when it seemed possible until
the last instant before touch-
down on the runway,” the
report said. Both pilots were
anxiously trying to locate the
runway. Both pilots made sev-
eral statements that reflected
that they had completely lost
their orientation of the runway,
but that was not communicat-
ed to the air traffic controller,
it said.

As the pilot was smoking
continuously inside the cock-
pit during the one-hour flight
from Dhaka to Kathmandu,
the investigators also recom-
mended that airline operators
should reinforce firm “No
Smoking” policy during flights
and have a system in place to
monitor it and take actions. 

Faster CO2 rise expected this year: Study
PTI n LONDON

The Earth this year may wit-
ness one of the largest

increase in atmospheric carbon
dioxide in over six decades of
record keeping, scientists say.
The forecast by researchers
from the UK Met Office and
University of Exeter is based on
a combination of factors
including rising anthropogenic
emissions and a relative reduc-
tion in the uptake of carbon-
dioxide by ecosystems due to
tropical climate variability.

“Since 1958, monitoring
at the Mauna Loa observatory
in Hawaii has registered around
a 30 per cent increase in the
concentration of carbon-diox-
ide in the atmosphere,” said
Richard Betts, a professor at
University of Exeter.  “This is
caused by emissions from fos-
sil fuels, deforestation and
cement production, and the

increase would have been even
larger if it were not for natur-
al carbon sinks which soak up
some of the excess CO2,” Betts
said. “This year we expect
these carbon sinks to be rela-
tively weak, so the impact of
record high human-caused
emissions will be larger than
last year,” he said. Weather
patterns linked to year-by-year
swings in Pacific Ocean tem-
peratures are known to affect
the uptake of carbon-dioxide
by land ecosystems. In years

with a warmer tropical Pacific,
many regions become warmer
and drier, which limits the
ability of plants to grow and
absorb CO2. The opposite
occurs when the Pacific is cool,
as happened a year ago. The
Met Office forecast suggests
that the average rise in atmos-
pheric CO2 will be 2.75 parts
per million (ppm) higher in
2019 than in 2018.   This fig-
ure would be among the largest
annual rises on record, but less
than those in 2015-2016 and

1997-1998 — years with El
Nino events and hence large
Pacific warming.   In the first
decade of measurements, the
rise of atmospheric CO2 was
less than 0.9 ppm per year. The
rise has since become general-
ly faster over time as human
emissions have increased, but
with fluctuations related to cli-
mate swings such as El Nino.

The average CO2 concen-
tration in 2019 is forecast to be
411.3 ppm, with monthly aver-
ages reaching a peak of 414.7
ppm in May, temporarily drop-
ping back to 408.1 ppm in
September before rising again
at the end of the year. “Looking
at the monthly figures, it’s as if
you can see the planet ‘breath-
ing’ as the levels of carbon diox-
ide fall and rise with seasonal
cycle of plant growth and decay
in the northern hemisphere,”
said Betts.

Opposition National Assembly President Juan Guaido, who declared himself interim president of Venezuela, prays next to his wife Fabiana Rosales, second from right, during
Mass at a church in Caracas, Venezuela, Sunday, Jan. 27, 2019. Guaido says he is acting in accordance with two articles of the constitution that give the National Assembly
president the right to hold power temporarily and call new elections. AP

Report: Disoriented pilot trying to land in ‘sheer
desperation’ led to crash of US-Bangla plane
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Actress VIDYA BALAN, last seen
on screen in Telugu film NTR
Kathanayakudu, will be making
her Tamil debut via upcoming
untitled Tamil remake of Amitabh
Bachchan and Taapsee Pannu-
starrer Pink.
The film is produced by
Boney Kapoor, who is
foraying into southern
filmdom with this pro-
ject.
The actress has been
paired opposite Ajith
Kumar in the remake
being directed by H.
Vinoth. The shoot
is underway in
Hyderabad.
“Happy to intro-
duce Vidya Balan
to the Tamil
audience.
Shraddha
Srinath has also
been roped in for a
pivotal role in the
film,” said Kapoor.

Filmmaker ADITYA CHOPRA is
set to launch a new face as the
merciless villain in Mardaani 2
that also stars RANI MUKERJI,
said a source.
Rani had played the role of a
daredevil senior inspector of the
crime branch named Shivani

Shivaji Roy in the
film’s first part. In
Mardaani 2, she
will be shown as
a police superin-
tendent locked in
a vicious battle
with someone

who can be called pure evil.
Though the story of Mardaani 2
has been kept under wraps, the
sources said, “The makers have
zeroed in on a young boy (debu-
tante) who will take on Rani in
the sequel. The role requires a
menacing, blood-chilling perfor-
mance and everyone is excited to
find out who this young actor is.”

TV personality-model KATIE
PRICE is adopting a Nigerian
orphan after getting the
idea from a woman in a
nail bar.
The mother-of-five
made the
announcement
about her “exclu-
sive baby news.” 
Katie, told pre-
senters that she
will fly out to
Nigeria to find a
new addition to
her family. 
She said she
would have
gone last week-
end but was
busy with the
children. “I've
always wanted
to adopt a
child. I don't
care if they have disabilities or
anything.”
Katie is already mother to Harvey,
Junior, Princess, Jett and Bunny.

Vidya to make
Tamil debut

‘I have never
consciously chosen
content-based
cinema. These are
the films
that come
to me. They
have
chosen me.
It’s my fate.
I am
happily
taking the roles that
are coming to me
because there aren’t
too many films that
get offered,
especially to women
who are not from the
star background.’
—Aahana Kumra

Katie to adopt
Nigerian orphan

vivacity 14

At 25th Screen Actors Guild
Awards, Black Panther took
the top award, giving Ryan
Coogler’s superhero sensation
its most significant awards-

season honour yet and potentially setting
up Wakanda for a major role at next
month’s Academy Awards.

The two leading Oscar nominees —
Roma and The Favourite — were
bypassed by the actors guild for a best
ensemble field that also included
BlacKkKlansman, Crazy Rich Asians,
Bohemian Rhapsody and A Star Is Born.
Although Black Panther wasn’t nominat-
ed for any individual SAG Awards, it took
home the final award. 

In the lead acting categories, Glenn
Close and Rami Malek solidified them-
selves as front-runners with wins that fol-
lowed their triumphs at the Golden
Globes. The 71-year-old Close, a seven-
time nominee but never an Oscar win-
ner, won best actress for her performance
in The Wife. In her speech, she spoke
about the power of film in a multiscreen
world.

“One of the most powerful things we
have as human beings are two eyes look-
ing into two eyes,” said Close. “Film is the
only art form that allows us the close-up.”

Malek, winning the best actor over
Christian Bale Vice and Bradley Cooper
A Star Is Born for his performance in
Bohemian Rhapsody, seemingly sealed the
Oscar many are predicting for him.
Malek’s awards are mounting even as the
director of the film Bryan Singer, is fac-
ing multiple accusations of sexual assault
with minors. Singer has denied the
claims.

As he did at the Globes, Malek ded-
icated his award to Mercury. “I get some
power from him that’s about stepping up
and living your best life, being exactly
who you want to be and accomplishing
everything you so desire,” said Malek.

More surprising was Emily Blunt’s
best supporting actress win for her per-
formance in the horror thriller A Quiet
Place. Blunt, also nominated by the
guild for her lead performance in Mary
Poppins Returns, was visibly shocked. 

“Guys. That truly has blown my
slicked hair back,” said Blunt, who
praised her husband and the director
John Krasinski as a “stunning filmmak-
er.” Thank you for giving me the part. You
would have been in major trouble if you
hadn’t.”

Best supporting actor in a film went

more as expected. Mahershala Ali, who
won two years ago for Moonlight, won for
his performance in Peter Farrelly’s inter-
racial road trip Green Book.

The Amazon series The Marvelous
Mrs. Maisel won the first three awards,
sweeping the comedy series awards. It
won best ensemble in a comedy series, as
well as individual honours for Rachel
Brosnahan and Tony Shalhoub, whose
win was a surprise in a category that
included Bill Hader Barry and Michael
Douglas The Kominsky Method.

“We cannot thank you enough,” said
Shalhoub, speaking for the cast. “Stay with
us.”

Tom Hanks presented the lifetime
achievement award to Alan Alda, who
revealed that he had been living with
Parkinson’s disease for more than three
years. The actor took the stage to a stand-
ing ovation while the theme to M.A.S.H
played. He said the award came at a
reflective moment for him.

“I see more than ever now how proud
I am to be a part of our brotherhood and
sisterhood of actors,” said Alda. “It may
never have been more urgent to see the
world through another person’s eyes.
When a culture is divided so sharply,
actors can help — at least a little — just
by doing what we do. And the nice part
is it’s fun to do it. So my wish for all of
us is, Let’s stay playful.”

Hanks praised Alda’s decades of
philanthropy and love of science and
learning before introducing clips from
Alda’s career, which included his roles in
the films Same Time, Next Year and The
Aviator, and the TV shows The West Wing
and The Blacklist. 

While actors are accustomed to
being on camera, not every starry
moment at the Screen Actors Guild
Awards makes it to the screen. There were
some moments that took place off-cam-
era. 

YOUNG, GIFTED AND BLACK
Moments after winning the night’s top
honour, Chadwick Boseman expounded
on his definition of the song To Be Young,
Gifted and Black backstage after Black
Panther won the show’s top award.

Boseman said the song by Nina
Simone is one of his favorites and the title
is among his top “sayings in poetry.” The
actor said breaking through while being
black even with talent is a “difficult task.”

“It speaks of the fact that you have the
same dreams as other people. You have

equal or more talent at times, but you
don’t have the same opportunities,” said
he. 

GETTING CLOSE TO 
A SAG TROPHY
Glenn Close was mesmerised by the SAG
trophy before she got her own to take
home. Close said that all night she’d been
looking at an image of the trophy and
admiring the physique of the actor it
depicts.

I was thinking “who modelled for
that?” she said as she looked at the SAG
Award she had just won for best actress
in a film for The Wife.

EMILY GETS BLUNT
If Emily Blunt could give advice to her
younger self just getting a SAG card, she
would tell her younger version to not
watch too many movies. 

“The main thing I’ve learned over the
years is you have to be open,” said Blunt.
“Have experiences, soak up the world.
Don’t watch too many movies even.”

Blunt said filming the birth scene was
a “daunting” task. “I would say emotion-
ally it was the most daunting to do the
whole birth scene. We would shoot it for
five days straight, that was probably the
most daunting.”

Blunt said she was just as surprised
to win her award as her husband John
Krasinski, who directed and starred in the
film. “My favorite thing about A Quiet
Place for sure to was working with John.
A lot of people said, you’re going to be
divorced before it’s over. They were
wrong, it brought us closer,” she said. 

COMMERCIAL BREAK 
GIVES TIME TO MINGLE
Many of the stars mingled among each

other during the commercial break at the
awards.

Actress Glenn Close was backstage
having a chat with Angela Bassett and her
husband Courtney B Vance. Close smiled
and placed her hand on Bassett’s shoul-
der as the three broke into laughter, about
10 minutes before Close won an award
for best female actor in a leading role.

While dinner music played, Tracy
Morgan walked between tables with his
wife, giving handshakes to several atten-
dees. 

Meanwhile, Viggo Mortensen and
Emily Blunt in separate moments rushed
back to their seat to catch Tom Hanks
present Alan Alda with SAG’s Life
Achievement Award.

LILY’S TOUGH TIME
The awards is also a union meeting of
sorts, and Lily Tomlin had the hard job
of trying to make announcements to a
crowd that was still taking its seats.

Before the telecast began, Tomlin
took the stage to urge the stars in the
room to donate their time and money to
the charitable SAG-AFTRA Foundation.
Tomlin told the audience that Oprah
Winfrey had recently volunteered, and “if
Oprah can make time, so can you.”

Most were chatting and scrambling
to get to their seats while Tomlin talked.
“It doesn’t matter,” Tomlin said, “I’ve
played tougher rooms.”

The SAG Awards had one thing the
Oscars don’t — a host. Emcee Megan
Mullally kicked off the awards by tweak-
ing their role among the many honours
leading up to next month’s Oscars. 

She called the SAGs “the greatest
honour an actor can receive this week-
end.

—AP

EXPLORING FUTURE OF AI

Author Anupama Raju said,
“In 50 years, we’ll probably
have a robot conducting

this session,” The Future is Now,
giving voice to an increasingly
popular concern — will robots
take over the world, our jobs and
life as we know it?

A panel of eminent technol-
ogists Meredith Broussard and
Toby Walsh were in conversation
with Raju on the concluding day
of the festival.

“Scientists work within the
envelope of the dreams that writ-
ers tell us,” said Walsh, an
Artificial Intelligence (AI) profes-
sor, stating that the world is now
waking up to the ideas that have
been explored by science fictions
writers such as Isaac Asimov for
over 50 years.

Data journalism professor
Broussard said that Hollywood
has “coloured” our perception of
AI with movies such as The
Terminator, which portray robots
as “evil machines that take over
humanity”.

She called the fictional narra-
tives “interesting but far from
reality”, stating that there is “very
little to fear” about AI.

Walsh argued that the real con-
cern with AI is actually its “incom-
petence, we are giving decision
making ability to machines that are
not capable of making choices that
are fair and meet the values of the
society we’d like.”

Walsh, who has written “2062:
The World that AI Made”, howev-
er, batted for the greater rational-
ity of machines over humans.

“Humans are terribly irra-
tional,” she said.

Broussard argued that com-
puters, limited by their ability to
merely executing what they are
programmed to do, would “dis-
criminate by default. The world is

racist, sexist and has all kinds of
social and economic inequality”.

Agreeing that AI doesn’t have
an opinion and simply reflects the
values of the people who build it,
Walsh said that using computers
to make a fairer world would cer-
tainly require immense prudence
and hard-work.

“It’s the same as how chem-
istry makes the world a better
place if we think carefully about
not over-fertilising our soil or
using nuclear bombs.”

The panel also explored the
impact of AI through the exam-
ple of the popular debate on the
use of driverless cars. 

Walsh said that driverless

cars would help save millions of
lives, be economically beneficial
by reducing transportation
costs, prevent truck attacks by
terrorists and free people to do
more productive tasks than dri-
ving.

Broussard,  author of
“Artificial Unintelligence: How
Computers Misunderstand the
World”, was admittedly “scepti-
cal”.

Narrating an incident where
she almost got killed by a driver-
less car, she explained, among
other issues, how such cars’
“image-recognition algorithms
could be easily defeated”, there-
by resulting in accidents.

CRAFT OF SHORT

STORY WRITING

A session titled “Beginnings and
Endings,” featured award-winning
writers sharing profound insights
on the craft of short-story writing
and the importance of the begin-
ning and the ending, along with
their personal process of crafting
stories.

Author and moderator Paul
McVeigh began the discussion  by
asking the panelists about the
beginnings of their stories.

“I’m not good at beginnings,”
said Pulitzer-winning author
Andrew Sean Greer. For him, “the
beginning must have some kind of
mystery.” The beginning could
often give away the entire story
without readers realising it, he
quipped.

For author and novelist Anjum
Hassan, “the story is a glimpse of
something.”

She said that she attempts to
capture the style in the first para-
graph, rather than focussing on
conveying information. Often, what
serves as the beginning of the writ-
ing process is a “conversation in a
bus or a face. Some of the things
you dream about become respon-
sibilities, she added.

It’s an “impulse” that gets her
to write, rather than a plot, she
shared.

Jayanth Kaikini, noted
Kannada writer, conceives of the
short story as “a mode of thought,
a mode of knowing.”

He said he explores the story

only as he begins to write, starting
out with a blank page in front of
him.

“I can see physically a place, a
context,” he said. “It’s like fishing,”
waiting for the story to be caught
on paper.

Writer Mahesh Raodis agreed
with the practice of beginning
with a hook for the reader. He said
he prefers an opening that describes
“the beginning of a quiet moment
of transformation” and then grows
into “something quite big.”

“I really need concrete things
to latch on to.” He needs “a spark”
to begin writing. 

The second half of the session
dealt with endings. Greer said that
he usually knows the ending of the
story before he begins. In fact, in
the case of his latest novel Less, he
said he “rewrote the rest of the book
to keep the ending. Rao agreed with
this planned method of writing,
saying “I knew how it would end,
which is why I started at all.”

Kaikini added that “the entire
experience of writing takes us to the
ending.” 

Hassan too said she would be
willing to “go back and rewrite
everything”, that is the “way the
ending is a beginning.” 

She distinguished between sto-
ries that are “open-ended” and
“unresolved.” Open-ended stories
have “a small universe of possible
endings,” as opposed to unresolved
stories. Rao added that open-
ended stories result in “a dialogue
between the reader and the writer.”

QUESTIONS ABOUT

BEAUTY STEREOTYPES

A panel comprising actress
Manisha Koirala, writers Germaine
Greer and Madhavi Menon, along
with classical dancer Sonal
Mansingh, questioned the age-old
paradigms of female beauty, while
challenging stereotypes and ideals
of beauty spread by popular media.

Moderator Sharad P Paul, a
skin cancer specialist and Adjunct
Professor at the Auckland
University of Technology, ques-
tioned whether “women today are
under pressure to please others, or
try conforming to others’ concept
of beauty as compared to a few
decades ago”.

The indulgence in regards to
beauty has grown “too much for
outer appearance”, said Sonal
Mansingh.

“Everyone has some quality,
which has to be nourished to feel
beautiful,” but we also have these
flimsy ephemeral role models in the
media who tell us how to feel beau-
tiful, she said.

Young people today “feel they
are not good enough”, commented
Koirala, who social promotes
women’s rights, prevention of
human trafficking and cancer.

She elucidated that the illusion-
ary idea of what their appearances
should be, governs young people to
the extent that many opt for cos-
metic surgeries, even before their
own physical features gets time to
form.

As an actor, the demand to
look pretty all the time “is a huge
burden for me”, she said, before
observing that today’s standards of
beauty focusing on size zero is a
result of media and marketing.

“Something that shines from
within, your kindness and knowl-
edge and wisdom, that is far more
attractive and beautiful,” Koirala
said. —IANS

AI no threat to creativity 
On the concluding day of Jaipur Literature Festival, authors initiated dialogues about
the expanding future of technology and stereotypes around beauty

Glenn Close Rami Malek Alan Alda 

Emily Blunt 

FILM

Actor: Rami Malek, Bohemian
Rhapsody

Actress: Glenn Close, The Wife

Ensemble: Black Panther

Actor in a supporting role:
Mahershala Ali, Green Book

Actress in a supporting role:
Emily Blunt, A Quiet Place

TELEVISION

Actor in a comedy series: Tony
Shalhoub, The Marvelous Mrs.
Maisel

Actress in a comedy series:
Rachel Brosnahan, The
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel

Comedy series ensemble: The
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel

Actor in a drama series: Jason
Bateman, Ozark

Actress in a drama series:
Sandra Oh, Killing Eve

Drama series ensemble:

This Is Us

Life Achievement: Alan Alda

WINNERS 

AT THE 25TH ANNUAL

SCREEN ACTORS

GUILD AWARDS

‘IT MAY NEVER HAVE BEEN
MORE URGENT TO SEE
THE WORLD THROUGH
ANOTHER PERSON'S

EYES. WHEN A CULTURE
IS DIVIDED SO SHARPLY,
ACTORS CAN HELP — AT
LEAST A LITTLE — JUST
BY DOING WHAT WE DO.
AND THE NICE PART IS
IT'S FUN TO DO IT. SO
LET'S STAY PLAYFUL’

DIVERSITY GETS AN AWARD

In a season of upsets, Black Panther was adjudged the best film while actor RAMI MALIK and EMILY BLUNT were honoured as lead actors at SAG 
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AFP n MELBOURNE 

Novak Djokovic has designs on
Roger Federer's 20 Grand Slam
crowns after completing a

record-breaking Australian Open vic-
tory.

Djokovic won a record seventh
Melbourne crown, 15th Grand Slam
title and third in a row after
Wimbledon and the US Open when
he swatted aside Rafael Nadal 6-3, 6-
2, 6-3 in a two-hour exhibition of ten-
nis perfection on Sunday.

The Serbian world number one
said he is motivated to "have a shot"
at Federer's record but conceded that
it was "still far" away.

"I am aware that making history
of the sport that I truly love is some-
thing special. Of course, it motivates

me," he told reporters after celebrat-
ing the demolition of his greatest rival
in their 53rd meeting.

"Playing Grand Slams, biggest
ATP events, is my utmost priority,"
Djokovic added.

It was the manner of victory that
had many, including Djokovic, believ-
ing he can go on to match or possibly
overtake Federer.

At 31 years old, six years younger
than Federer, he has time on his side.

‘IT'S STILL FAR'
"I do want to definitely focus

myself on continuing to improve my
game and maintaining the overall well-
being that I have -- mental, physical,
emotional — so I would be able to
compete at such a high level for the
years to come, and have a shot at even-
tually getting closer to Roger's record,"
Djokovic said. "It's still far."

Djokovic has already ripped one
record from Federer's grasp — lifting
the Norman Brookes trophy for a sev-
enth time put him clear of the Swiss
maestro and Roy Emerson, who both
won six Australian Open men's sin-
gles titles. The Serb's victory was sim-
ply magnificent as he embarrassed
Nadal in 124 minutes of spellbinding
dominance.

‘IT'S AMAZING'
"Under the circumstances, play-

ing against Nadal, such an important
match, yeah, I mean, it's amazing," said
Djokovic. "Obviously back-to-back
semifinals and finals, I think I made
15 unforced errors in total in two
matches. At this level, as I said, under
the circumstances, it was truly a per-
fect match."

Djokovic will go to Paris in May
for the French Open seeking to
become the only man in the Open Era
to win all four majors twice, and with
victory would hold all four majors at
the same time for the second time in
his career.

But Roland Garros is where the
"King of Clay" Nadal rules, having won
11 French Opens in 13 years. Djokovic
would love to dethrone the Spaniard
there after humiliating him in
Melbourne.

"Obviously I have to work on my
game, my clay court game, a bit more,
more specifically than I have," said
Djokovic.

"I need to play better than I have
last season. I am already playing bet-
ter. But, I mean, clay specifically in
order to have a chance and shot at the
title.

AFP n GIRONA 

Gareth Bale needed just two
minutes to mark his return

from injury with a goal as 10-
man Real Madrid held on for a
4-2 victory over Espanyol on
Sunday.

Bale had been out since
January 3 with a calf strain but
made an instant impact off the
bench at the RCDE Stadium,
where Karim Benzema contin-
ued his own rich vein of form by
scoring twice.

Sergio Ramos was also on
target with a brilliant header
before Leo Baptistao kept
Espanyol in sight. Bale and
Benzema seemed to have
wrapped things up but Raphael
Varane was sent off with 18 min-
utes left and substitute Roberto
Rosales drove in to set up a
nervy finish.

Madrid, however, survived
for their fifth win in sixth

matches, even if it was only
enough to restore the 10-point
difference behind Barcelona,
who had earlier seen off Girona
2-0, with Lionel Messi scoring a
sublime chip.

Barca, five points ahead of
Atletico Madrid, keep winning
but Real are gaining momen-
tum, with the resumption of the
Champions League just around
the corner.

Bale's return will be partic-
ularly welcome for coach
Santiago Solari.

"Gareth is happy," Solari
said. "He came on and scored
straight away, which is great for
him and his confidence.

"Little by little he has to
regain the form of before, like
during the Club World Cup
when he scored three goals. This
is the Gareth we want to see,
with that hunger to score goals."

Benzema now has 15 goals
this season and his first was a

simple finish in the third minute,
as he pounced on a rebound
from Luka Modric's shot.

Ramos is their second top
scorer with 10, his excellent
header looping into the far cor-
ner, before Baptistao gave

Espanyol a lifeline with an
emphatic shot from the edge of
the area. But Benzema added a
third on the stroke of half-time
and when Bale, after replacing
Vinicius Junior, made it four, it
looked like the game was up.

Instead, Varane was sent off
for bringing down Pablo Piatti
as the last man and Rosales set
Madrid's nerves jangling by
chesting and volleying past
Thibaut Courtois with nine
minutes left.

Benzema's surge, and Bale's
fitness, could yet prove key to
their second half of the season,
particularly in Europe, in La Liga
it is Messi, and Barca who lead
the way.

Messi's brilliant chip, his
ninth goal in as many games,
came after Nelson Semedo had
given them an early lead, before
Bernardo Espinosa's red card
consigned Girona to 39 minutes
with 10 men.

PTI n SRINAGAR 

Real Kashmir upstaged
Chennai City FC for the sec-

ond time, clinching a 1-0 victo-
ry over the table-toppers in freez-
ing conditions to leave the I-
League title race wide open on
Monday. Ivorian striker Gnohere
Krizo struck in the 81st minute
to extend Real Kashmir's unbeat-
en run to 10 matches and send
the home supporters, who braved
the near freezing temperature at
the TRC ground, into wild cele-
brations.

With three points from
Monday's win, the Jammu and
Kashmir-based I-League debu-
tants joined Churchill Brothers at
the second spot with 28 points
each from 14 matches and nar-
rowed down the gap with lead-
ers Chennai (30 points from 14
matches) to just two points.

Real Kashmir dominated

throughout the match with a lot
of shots at the opposition goal
while Chennai had far fewer
attempts. The woodwork also
denied the 'Snow Leopards'
another goal towards the end.

After the match, Real
Kashmir head coach David
Robertson said, "This was a
tough match for us since we were
fighting against the league lead-
ers. I am pleased with the per-
formance of the boys; they
showed some real dedication to
win. We did have a couple of
missed chances but that's how the
game goes."

Real Kashmir had defeated
Chennai by a similar margin in
the first leg in Coimbatore last
year in December. The win kept
them in title hunt with six match-
es more to come in the top-flight
league.

Since losing to Mohun
Bagan on November 20 at the

same venue,
R e a l
K a s h m i r
have won
six and
drawn three
b e f o r e
Monday's
v i c t o r y .
They were
playing at
home after
being on
the road
for the last
one month during which they
won three and drew an equal
number of matches.

Chennai, on the other hand,
have not been beaten by any
other side apart from Real
Kashmir.

Monday's game was played
at 1 degree Celsius with snow
covering the ground during
morning practice but more than

10,000 home supporters turned
up to cheer their club and they
returned home happy after brav-
ing the conditions.

Real Kashmir next travel to
Goa to take on Churchill
Brothers on January 31 while
Chennai City will continue their
journey on the road as they next
face Indian Arrows on February
8. 

Novak 
eyes 

Roger's 20
After securing record

seventh title in
Australia, World No 1

Djokovic feels
motivated to have a

shot at Federer’s feat

Novak Djokovic poses with the Norman Brookes Challenge Cup at Melbourne's Royal Botanic Gardens AP

Sergio Ramos celebrates after scoring
against Espanyol during La Liga tie 
RMFC

Real Kashmir players celebrate after win against Chennai City
during I-League match PTI

AFP n PARIS 

Novak Djokovic strengthened his
grip at the top of the men's ATP ten-

nis ranking Monday following his
destruction of Rafael Nadal in the
Australian Open final. An outclassed
Nadal, beaten in straight sets in just over
two hours, held on to second spot in the
rankings while Roger Federer slipped
from third to six place.

Federer, the defending champion,
was eliminated in the round of 16 by
Greek giant-killer Stefanos Tsitsipas.

Alexander Zverev replaces Federer in
third position ahead of Juan Martin Del
Potro, fourth, who missed the Australian
Open.

Despite his early elimination in
Melbourne, South African Kevin
Anderson, a Wimbledon finalist last year,
moved up a spot into fifth.

Japan's Kei Nishikori, meanwhile,
rises two places to seventh after reach-
ing the quarter-finals in Melbourne.

Tsitsipas, eliminated by Nadal in the
semi-finals, jumped three places and is
knocking on the door of the top 10 in
12th place.

Djokovic tightens grip; Federer slides

Bale back with bang for 10-man Madrid
Real Kashmir slam Chennai  



LUCKNOW | TUESDAY | JANUARY 29, 2019 sport 16

PTI n MOUNT MAUNGANUI 

Aformidable Indian team
completely dominated an
out of sorts New Zealand

for a series-clinching seven-
wicket win in the third ODI,
continuing to send a resounding
message of its near invincibility
to every World Cup opposition.

With an unassailable lead in
the five-match series, skipper
Virat Kohli signed off his tour
Down Under on a high with a
first ODI series win in New
Zealand in 10 years. However, it
is to be noted that prior to this,
India played just one series here
since the one in 2009.

It was a complete team effort
after the bowlers shot New
Zealand out for 243 in 49 overs
with all-rounder Hardik Pandya
(2/45 in 10 overs) making his
presence felt with the ball as well
as on the field. 

The chase was a cakewalk
with skipper Kohli (60, 74 balls)
and his deputy Rohit Sharma
(62, 77 balls) adding 113 runs for
the second wicket to set up the
victory in only 43 overs.

With the pitch on the slow-
er side, the two fluent stroke-
players had to keep it slower than
usual but even that didn't come
in the way of another compre-
hensive performance.

Once Shikhar Dhawan (28,
6x4) was dismissed, caught in the
slips off Trent Boult, Rohit, who
till then went slow, finally
opened up. He signalled his
intentions with a straight six off
Mitchell Santner.

Kohli, at the other end,
punched Lockie Ferguson
through the point and then hit
Ish Sodhi for two boundaries.
The first was a top spinner that
was pulled in the mid-wicket
region while the next was a

wrong 'un on the fifth stump
which he cut for another bound-
ary.

Rohit, who has treated
Ferguson with a lot of disdain,
then hit a front-foot pull off the
bowler for his second six.

His skipper also got a six off
Ferguson even though he was
not in complete control as the
ball flew off the top edge.

Rohit, who now has 39 half-
centuries, was stumped off
Santner's bowling, when he tried

to go for an ugly hoick. His
innings had three boundaries
and two sixes.

Kohli, who now has 49 half-
centuries in ODIs, also hit six
fours apart from the the six off
Ferguson.

Just when a 40th ODI ton
was looking imminent, Kohli's
uppish drive off Boult failed to
clear Henry Nicholls at extra
cover.

However, Dinesh Karthik
(38, 38 balls) and Ambati

Rayudu (40, 42 balls) did their
cause no harm with an unbroken
77-run stand for the fourth
wicket to steer the team home.

Earlier, during New Zealand
innings, Pandya seemed unfazed
by the tribulations of the past few
weeks and made a significant
contribution to India's impres-
sive bowling effort.

Pandya delivered figures of
two for 45 in 10 overs and
choked the run flow during the
middle overs.

Skipper Kohli's stand on the
kind of balance that the Baroda
all-rounder brings to the side

stood vindicated during anoth-
er controlled bowling effort by
the visitors.

Save the 119-run fourth
wicket stand between Ross
Taylor (93 off 106 balls) and Tom
Latham (51 off 64 balls), New
Zealand couldn't really acceler-
ate against the Indian attack on
a pitch that was a touch slower
compared to the second ODI.

Mohammed Shami (3/41 in
9 overs), who had all but sealed
the third seamer's spot for the
World cup, once again provided
the initial breakthrough as Colin
Munro (7) edged one to Rohit in
the slip cordon.

Martin Guptill (13) then
got a delivery from
Bhuvneshwar Kumar (2/46 in 9
overs), which moved a shade
after pitching. The resultant
nick was taken by Dinesh
Karthik, replacing an injured
Mahendra Singh Dhoni (ham-
string) behind the stumps.

Kane Williamson's (28) bane
in the series has been not capi-
talising on good starts and it was
no different in this game either
with Pandya coming into the
focus with an impressive catch
at the mid-wicket off Yuzvendra
Chahal (2/51 in 9 overs).

Chahal shortened the length
as Williamson came out. The
home batsman couldn't control
his flick shot and an agile
Pandya did the rest.

Pandya's bowling was sharp
as he got a few to rear up to both
Taylor and Latham, who resur-
rected the innings from 59 for 3.

Pandya's first spell read 5-0-
9-0 with 23 dot balls.

In his second spell, he did
get some stick but removed
Henry Nicholls and Mitchell
Santner in successive overs. The
next match is in Hamilton on
January 31. 

PTI n MOUNT MAUNGANUI 

Disappointed with yet another loss,
New Zealand skipper  Kane

Williamson on Monday said a strong
India is actually teaching them hard
lessons in the five-match series.

"They are a very good side and they
are teaching us a lesson. There are
improvements today and we want to
appreciate some of the lessons we have
learnt from their side," Williamson said.

"The consistency about their plans
and the way they forced some mistakes
I guess we gotta be better than that."

He praised Ross Taylor and Tom
Latham for their innings which helped
the hosts post 243.

"The wicket was tough and the part-
nership between Latham and Ross was
outstanding," he said.

The Kiwi bowlers also failed to pro-
vide regular breakthroughs and
Williamson said they need to take wick-
ets to put pressure on India.

"I think we are going okay with the
ball in hand. We need early wickets to
put pressure on the opposition," he said.

Meanwhile, New Zealand batsman
Ross Taylor said losing three matches in
a row was a bitter pill to swallow but

admitted his team could not match all-
round prowess of a far superior India.

"It is tough to swallow 3-0 loss. But
we have to give credit to the Indians.
They have been far too good in all the
three matches. India put us under pres-
sure for a long period of time and got

wickets at crucial times," Taylor said at
the post-match press conference.

"India are a step up in opposition.
They won key moments and put us
under pressure. We could not just cap-
italise when we were on a semi-dominant
position. We were three-four wickets
down and 20 overs to go and long way
behind the game. We fought hard today
but that was not just enough," he added.

Taylor, who top-scored for New
Zealand with a 106-ball 93, said his side
would look to do well in the remaining
two matches.

"There are two more matches to go.
Even though the series is gone there is
still a lot of pride in the team. Hamilton
(venue for fourth match) is a good hunt-
ing ground for us as a team. We have to
get on to the business and hopefully we
can bounce back in the last two match-
es," he said.

"We need to play better in all facets
of the game. Hopefully we can get back
some pride back in the last two match-
es."

New Zealand made two changes to
their team, announced for the last two
matches. Ask about that, Taylor said,
"World Cup is not far way but still team
combinations are to be sorted out.

Obviously new personnel coming in and
hopefully they can bring in new edge to
the team."

Asked about India resting captain
Virat Kohli for the last two matches,
Taylor said, "It is very tough to replace
Virat Kohli. He is an inspirational
leader but I am sure they are trying to
find combinations for the World Cup.
It gives an opportunity to a new play-
er."

Taylor also agreed to the view that
Hardik Pandya, who made it to the play-
ing eleven after his suspension for sex-
ist remarks on a TV show was lifted,
brought a lot of value addition to the
Indian team.

"He brings a lot of balance to the
Indian side. He got two wickets today
and a good catch as well. He uses his
strength very well and with the wind
also. We wanted to do well against the
spinners and I thought I would do that,"
said Taylor.

Asked how New Zealand should
learn to tackle the likes of Kuldeep Yadav
and Yuzvendra Chahal, he said, "You
have to be patient and acknowledge that
they are going to bowl good balls. You
can catch up later with wickets in hand
and we tried to do that today." 

PTI n MOUNT MAUNGANUI 

Astruggling New Zealand on Monday
recalled all-rounder Jimmy Neesham

and leg-spinner Todd Astle for the remain-
ing two ODIs against India, who have taken
an unassailable 3-0 lead in the series.

Neesham replaced Doug Bracewell in
the team while leg-spinner Ish Sodhi made
way for Astle.

Astle has recovered the from the knee
injury that ruled him out of the series
against Pakistan in November, a statement
from New Zealand Cricket said.

Neesham was part of the squad that
faced Sri Lanka at home recently before he

suffered a hamstring strain.
New Zealand's batting has let them

down in the series so far but they have
decided to retain their under-performing
openers Martin Guptill and Colin Munro.

"It's great to welcome back the all-round
skills of Jimmy and Todd and we're look-
ing forward to seeing what they can bring
to the series," selector and former player
Gavin Larsen said.

New Zealand squad: Kane Williamson
(capt), Todd Astle, Trent Boult, Colin De
Grandhomme, Lockie Ferguson, Martin
Guptill, Matt Henry, Tom Latham, Colin
Munro, Jimmy Neesham, Henry Nicholls,
Mitchell Santner, Tim Southee, Ross Taylor.

PTI n MOUNT MAUNGANUI 

Asatisfied Indian captain Virat Kohli
on Monday said that his team has hit

the "auto mode" going into the 2019
World Cup and there aren't too many
areas of concern for him at the moment.

India are runaway favourites for the
50-over global tournament after domi-
nating series wins in Australia and New
Zealand.

"If you look at the last five games
(two in Australia and three here), I have
said that No 4 is a position that we are
looking to solidify but when (Ambati)
Rayudu starts playing like that, you start
feeling more confident about the batting
line-up," Kohli said at the post-match
press conference.

"Dinesh (Karthik) is in great form as
well, he can step in at any time if we need
to shuffle the middle order, MS is hitting
the ball really well, so I don't think after
looking at the first three games, we have
a lot to worry about," the skipper exud-
ed confidence.

The comprehensive series win
against a quality New Zealand side has
instilled the belief in skipper that the
team can also perform when he takes a
break.

Asked if the intensity will drop (in
his absence for the following two ODIs
and three T20s), the skipper replied: "Not
at all. Now things are more or less run-
ning in auto mode for us."

"I don't need to throw myself around
and ask others to do the same. When
these two guys (Karthik and Rayudu)

were finishing the game for us, we were
all sitting together and clapping for every
run.

"I don't think that intensity will drop.
I am happy that I am leaving when we
have won the series. It gives me a bit of
relaxation as well. The intensity is going
to be the same because it's a team cul-
ture now and not necessarily something
to do with me," the skipper reiterated.

While he is delighted to have dom-
inated the series so far, the skipper said
that the performance in this series won't
be an indicator as to how they will fare
against the Kiwis when they face each
other during the World Cup.

"Look New Zealand is a strong ODI
side. When you play like this against
them, it gives you a lot of confidence and
when you play them next, it will give us
a lot of confidence. That's usually how
international cricket works."

However, it will depend on how the
two teams will be placed before their
face- off during the mega event.

PTI n MOUNT MAUNGANUI 

India captain Virat Kohli on Monday hoped
all-rounder Hardik Pandya will come out

a "better cricketer" and scale new heights after
making a promising return from the sus-
pension.

Pandya, who is still facing an inquiry for
his loose talk on women, bowled and field-
ed with purpose, taking two crucial wickets
and a brilliant catch to send back home skip-
per Kane Williamson.

Kohli, after having condemned the com-
ments made by Pandya and K L Rahul on the
chat show, on Monday reserved words of
encouragement for the all-rounder.

"In life, there are only two ways to deal
with a situation like that. Either you hit rock
bottom or you can learn from the situation
and see it as a motivation to make things
right," said Kohli after leading India to a
series-sealing seven-wicket win.

"For a cricketer, there is nothing more
dear than game. You put all your energy in
it, if you respect the game, the game will

respect you back. There is no rocket science."
The Indian skipper said Pandya showed

the required intensity in his comeback game
and is already on the road to redemption.

"You don't need do anything extra (in a
situation like Pandya's). Whoever comes out
of it positive, his career can scale new
heights, like we have seen with many crick-
eters in the past.

"I hope he goes on that right path and
emerges as a better cricketer and I think he
can do that,"said Kohli.

Kohli said any team in the world would
love to have Pandya.

"It is very very good to have him. He pro-
vides balance to the team. The way he bowled
today showed that he went back and was prac-
tising his skills. You can tell with his inten-
sity, he picked up two crucial wickets as well.

"He is someone who will give you those
important contributions in all three depart-
ments. The team also looks much more bal-
anced with him around. He is in a good head
space and I hope he can continue with that,"
added Kohli. 

AFP n PARIS

Edinson Cavani scored twice as Paris Saint-
Germain beat Rennes 4-1 on Sunday, a vic-

tory overshadowed by coach Thomas Tuchel's
admission that Neymar is set to miss next
month's Champions League showdown with
Manchester United.

Neymar was missing against Rennes after
suffering a recurrence of a metatarsal injury in
a French Cup win over Strasbourg in midweek.

Without him, Cavani scored twice either
side of goals from Angel Di Maria and Kylian
Mbappe as PSG stayed unbeaten in Ligue 1 this
season and went 13 points clear again from sec-
ond-placed Lille with two games in hand.

Neymar missed the last three months of last
season after suffering a fracture in the same foot
last February. Le Parisien reported on Sunday
evening that he had now suffered another "hair-
line" fracture.

Tuchel said he could not confirm that, but
accepted it would be "super difficult" for
Neymar to be ready in time for the
Champions League last-16, first leg at
Old Trafford on February 12.

"It is still too early to talk about a
return date because we need to wait and
see how 'Ney' reacts to treatment to be
more precise," he said.

Brazil team doctor Rodrigo Lasmar is
expected to visit the world's most expensive
player on Monday, with the Selecao thinking
ahead to the Copa America, which they will host
in June and July.

On the field, PSG won a game played in a
rather flat atmosphere, with one end of the sta-
dium partially closed as a punishment follow-
ing incidents during a game late last year.

Cavani's headed opener was cancelled out

by Mbaye Niang just before the half-hour, and
Rennes were arguably the better side in the first
half.

However, Tuchel was raging after Niang
escaped with a yellow card for a dangerous chal-
lenge on Thilo Kehrer. The referee upheld his

decision even after a VAR review.
Nevertheless, PSG ran away with the

game after the break, going back in front
on the hour mark when Thiago Silva
sent Di Maria through to clip a delight-
ful finish over goalkeeper Tomas
Koubek.

When Clement Grenier was caught
in possession, Julian Draxler released Mbappe
to score his 18th league goal of the campaign
and make it 3-1.

PSG completed the scoring in the 71st
minute when Mbappe squared for Cavani to
grab his second of the evening and 16th league
goal of the season, making it 15 goals in three
home wins for Paris in nine days.

"We reacted well after a very difficult first
half against a very brave side," said Tuchel.

DECADE BEST IN BLUE

Virat Kohli calls for a helmet during their third ODI against New Zealand at Tauranga AP

PTI n MOUNT MAUNGANUI 

Former India skipper
Mahendra Singh Dhoni

was forced to skip the third
ODI against New Zealand
due to a hamstring strain,
only the third such instance
in his illustrious limited-
overs career.

The last time Dhoni
missed a one-dayer due to
injury was six years ago
against during a 2013 tri-
series in the West Indies.

Known for his good fit-
ness levels, Dhoni has over-
all missed only five ODIs in
the last 14 years.

Troubled by his ham-
string, Dhoni had missed
three matches in 2013 and
also skipped one match each
against Ireland and South
Africa in 2007 due to viral
fever.

Dhoni misses 3rd
ODI due to
hamstring strain

NZ recall Neesham, Astle for final two ODIs 

India teaching us hard lessons: Kane

‘Not much to worry as

team is in auto mode’

PTI n BENGALURU 

The Cheteshwar Pujara juggernaut continued to roll and the
'Run Machine' steered Saurashtra to the Ranji Trophy finals

with a five-wicket victory over Karnataka in the Ranji Trophy
semi-finals on Monday.

Saurashtra will now meet defending champions Vidarbha
in the final of the national championship to be played from
February 3-7 in Jaipur.

This is the third time that Saurashtra will be playing the
finals.

P u j a r a
remained unbeaten
at 131 off 266 balls
and added 214 runs
with senior player
Sheldon Jackson
(100) to anchor
another successful
run-chase for
Saurashtra.

Needing 55
runs on the final
day, it was a mere
formality as Jackson
duly completed his
16th first-class cen-
tury.

Although they had seven wickets in hand, Pujara didn't take any undue risks
and it took 17.4 overs for Saurashtra to score the remaining 55 runs.

Vinay Kumar (3/75), who bowled his heart out and was unlucky after Pujara
was ruled not out by the on-field umpire despite a clear edge when he was on 32,
got the consolation wicket of Jackson. However, the match was as good as over by
then.

Pujara's innings had 17 boundaries while Jackson struck 15 hits to the fence.
The best part about Pujara's innings was his intensity. After his most defining

away tour for India, the 31-year-old looked like continuing from his century in
Melbourne.

Pujara did get a couple of lucky reprieves in this match but it could be blamed
on the umpiring standards which have been below par during the season.

PTI n MOUNT MAUNGANUI 

Adominant India will look
to seal the three-ODI

series with another collective
effort and consolidate their
position in the ICC women's
championship table when
they face New Zealand in
the second one-dayer here on
Tuesday. The Indian women's
team put behind off-field
controversies by making a
superb start to the three-ODI
rubber — which is part of the
ICC Women's Championship
series — thrashing New
Zealand by nine wickets in
the opening match.

Under new coach WV
Raman, the Indian team
dished out a dominating per-
formance, outclassing the
hosts in all three departments
in the series-opener.

The spin trio of Ekta Bisht
(3/32), Poonam Yadav (3/42)
and Deepti Sharma (2/27)
strangled the Kiwi batswomen
to dismiss them for 192 in
48.4 overs before openers

Smriti  Mandhana and
Jemimah Rodrigues steered
the side home with a 190-run
stand — India's third-best
for the first wicket in ODIs.

Stylish opener Mandhana
played a starring role, hitting
her fourth ODI century as
India overhauled the target in
33 overs to improve their
position to fourth in the ICC
championship table, which
will determine qualifiers for
the 2021 World Cup.

A win in the second ODI
will seal the series and would
be a fitting revenge for the
Indian team, which had lost
the home leg of the ICC

Women's Championship
series 1-2 to New Zealand
during the last cycle that ran
from 2014-2016.

New Zealand, on the
other hand, are ranked second
in the ICC Women's
Championship table and are
guaranteed direct entry into
the 50-over World Cup being
the hosts.

In the first ODI, the Kiwis
have looked clueless against
India, a team that ended the
hosts' hope of qualifying for
the knockouts at the ICC
Women's World Cup 2017
and the Women's World T20
last year.

New Zealand's batting
was in disarray in the open-
ing match with most
batswomen failing to capi-
talise on starts.

Opener Suzie Bates (36)
and skipper Amy
Satterthwaite (31) were the
top-scorers for New Zealand
in the first match and they
would hope to convert these
starts in the second ODI.

Controversy can help Pandya

scale new heights in career: Kohli

After men, Indian Eves eye series

Unbeaten Pujara takes
Saurashtra to Ranji final

PSG cruise to victory as Neymar
set to miss Man Utd clash

Disciplined bowling performance, fifties from Kohli and Rohit help Men in Blue seal first bilateral ODI series in NZ after a decade


