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he high-powered Selection
T
Committee led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday sacked CBI Director
Alok Verma after two-and-ahalf hours meeting. Chief
Justice of India’s nominee
Justice AK Sikri and Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge were two
other members of the Selection
Committee.
The panel decided to sack
Verma with a 2-1 majority,
wherein Mallikarjun Kharge
opposed his removal. Both
Modi and Justice Sikri voted in
favour of Verma’s removal. The
committee had met on
Wednesday but that meeting
was inconclusive.
Interestingly, Kharge had
filed a dissent note against
Verma’s appointment as CBI
chief during the Selection
Committee meeting.
Verma was sacked on the
basis of a CVC report charging
him of corruption and dereliction of duty. The CVC report
indicted Verma with eight
counts of charges, including
forming a coterie of officials of
doubtful integrity.
Verma’s joy of reinstatement by the SC as the CBI boss
after a gap of 77 days was shortlived as he could resume office
for just two days. Verma is
retiring from ser vice on
January 31.
The panel also decided to
appoint a new CBI Director

within two weeks and remove
all officials of doubtful integrity from the agency.
The panel decided to transfer Verma as DG, Fire Services,
Civil Defence and Home
Guards. The Selection
Committee also decided to
make CBI Additional Director
M Nageshwara Rao as the
interim Director till the high
powered committee decides
on a name for posting as the
new CBI Director. List of
probables include Uttar
Pradesh DGP OP Singh, NIA
DG YC Modi and CISF chief
Rajesh Ranjan.
Verma had resumed duty
as CBI chief on Wednesday following a Supreme Court order
reinstating him as the agency
boss. Verma along with his
deputy Rakesh Asthana were
on October 23 sent on forced
leave following a bitter feud
between the two. Both Verma
and Asthana leveled corruption
allegations against each other.
Verma also booked Verma in a
graft case on October 15
despite express recommendation by the CVC not to go
ahead with filing any FIR
against Asthana.
Following this, the Central
Vigilance Commission inter-

P ETa\PfPbbPRZTS^]cWT
QPbXb^UP2E2aT_^ac
RWPaVX]VWX\^UR^aad_cX^]
P]SSTaT[XRcX^]^USdch
P CWT2E2aT_^acX]SXRcTS
ETa\PfXcWTXVWcR^d]cb^U
RWPaVTbX]R[dSX]VU^a\X]VP
R^cTaXT^U^UUXRXP[b^US^dQcUd[
X]cTVaXch
P ?P]T[STRXSTSc^P__^X]cP
]Tf2183XaTRc^afXcWX]cf^
fTTZbP]SaT\^eTP[[
^UUXRXP[b^US^dQcUd[X]cTVaXch
Ua^\cWTPVT]Rh
P ETa\PXbaTcXaX]VUa^\
bTaeXRT^]9P]dPah"

vened to restore the integrity of
the CBI and recommended
their forced leave till an enquiry
by the anti-corruption watchdog was over. Based on the
CVC recommendation, the
Government sent them on
forced leave and appointed
then Joint Director M
Nageshwara Rao as the incharge CBI chief during the
pendency of the CVC probe
against Verma.
Verma then moved the
Supreme Court challenging
the Government decision to
send him on leave and divest
him of his powers, functions
and supervisory role in the CBI

BPRZX]V218RWXTU0[^Z
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saying the post enjoys a twoyears fixed tenure. The SC on
Tuesday
trashed
the
Government order to send
Verma on leave and reinstated
him as CBI chief. The apex

court also directed the Centre
to refer the issue of Verma’s
removal to the high-powered
Selection Committee.
Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court on Friday will decide on
a plea of Asthana for quashing
of the graft case registered at
Verma’s behest.
While the SC order reinstating Verma as the CBI chief,
it specifically barred him from
taking any major policy decisions, but he continued with
the spree to order transfers and
posting in the agency. Verma
had on Wednesday through
two different orders rescinded
transfers and postings done by
incharge Director Rao. Rao
had transferred 13 officials
including the team probing
the case against Asthana.
Verma revoked most of the
transfers and postings.
On Thursday too, Verma
transferred or changed postings
of seven officials, including
the posting Superintendent of
Police MK Gupta, to probe the
bribery case against Asthana.
The CVC report also
referred about the controversial
meat exporter Moin Qureshi’s
case and claimed that the CBI
team looking into the case
wanted to make Hyderabad-
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based businessman Sathish
Babu Sana an accused in the
case but Verma never gave
clearance. The probe in this
case was led by Asthana.
The CVC report also contained intercepts from the
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW), in which “money
changing hands with number
one in the CBI” is talked about,
officials said.
Incidentally, Sana is the
complainant for the bribery
case against Asthana. Sana has
also mentioned the name of
Samant Goel, the second-incommand of RAW, of being
involved in protecting the middleman, Manoj Prasad. The
other case relates to a
Preliminary Enquiry registered
by the CBI about acquisition of
land in Gurgaon. The CVC, in
its report, alleged that Verma’s
name had figured in the case
and at least C36 crore had
changed hands. The CVC had
recommended a thorough
probe into the case.
The CVC, which has a
superintendence role over the
CBI, had also alleged that
Verma tried to save an
officer in the IRCTC case
involving former Union
Minister Lalu Prasad.
The Commission also
alleged that Verma was trying
to bring in tainted officials into
the CBI. It claimed that efforts
seeking cooperation from the
CBI chief did not yield results
as he continued to keep the files
away from the CVC.
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ollowed by quashing of
orders of Central and the
State Government on forceful retirement of Chhattisgarh
cadre 2002 batch IPS officer
KC Agrawal by the Central
Administrative Tribunal
(CAT), the Chhattisgarh
Government through an
order has reinstated him.
After recommendation
of the
Chhattisgarh
Government about forceful
retirement of the IPS officer
on adverse Confidential
Report (CR), the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) of
Central Government had earlier terminated his services.
Against the orders of
Government of forceful retire-

ment, Agrawal approached
CAT. It directed the State
Government to reinstate
Agrawal's services. As per the
orders of CAT, he was on
Wednesday reinstated by the
State Government from the
date of the retirement given to
him. “His seniority has to be
maintained”, the CAT has
ruled. Meanwhile, Agrawal
has assumed his duties and
was also present in the
Chhattisgarh State Assembly
on Thursday.
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A

rmy chief General Bipin
Rawat on Thursday
indicated that the Supreme
Court verdict on decriminalisation of gay sex and
adultery may not be implemented in the Army, citing
the “conservative” nature of
the force.
Making this assertion
here in the annual news con-

ference ahead of the Army
Day on January 15, he said
though the Army is not
above law of the land, yet
when a person joins the
armed forces some of the
rights enjoyed by the civilian
counterparts are taken away.
He was responding to a question on the Army’s views on
Section 377 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and adultery.
Continued on Page 4
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n a bid to give relief to small businesses ahead of Lok Sabha elections, the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council on
Thursday doled out benefits to medium
and small-scale enterprises (MSMEs) with
regard to GST exemption and approved 6
per cent composition scheme for the services sector.
The council has increased the GST
exemption limit to C20 lakh from C10 lakh
for the North-eastern States, and to C40
lakh from C20 lakh for the rest of the country. The council raised the higher turnover
cap to C1.5 crore for availing composition
scheme of paying 1 per cent tax. It will
come into effect on April 1.
The council also decided to extend the
composition scheme to traders from informal sector rendering services or mixed
supplies with a turnover up to C50 lakh and
composition rate for services sector has
been fixed at 6 per cent.
The council also approved recommendations pertaining to calamity cess in
Kerala. The State Government will now
levy 1 per cent calamity cess for a period
of two years on products and services to
fund rehabilitation in the State.
Under the composition scheme,
traders and manufacturers can pay taxes
at a concessional rate of 1 per cent, while
restaurants pay 5 per cent GST. There are
over 1.17 crore businesses which have registered under the GST.
Detailed report on P10
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Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister
Raman Singh
was given a new
responsibility as
Bharatiya Janata
Party's National
Vice President
on Thursday.
He is currently in New Delhi to participate in the party's two-day national
council meeting scheduled to begin
from January 11 in the national Capital.
The meeting is part of the run-up to
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections.
Talking to The Pioneer, Singh said,
“The party has given me a new responsibility keeping in view the Lok Sabha
election in the organisation at national
level. Will carry out the work with dedication.”
He gave a laugh when reminded that
he was earlier reluctant to join national politics.
“I am in national capital to participate in the BJP's two-day national council meet,” he added.
BJP national president Amit Shah
had also inducted former Chief Minister
of Rajasthan Vasundhara Raje Scindia
and Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan as vice presidents.
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n a political development in
the national Capital ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls this year,
former Delhi Chief Minister
Sheila Dikshit was on Thursday
appointed as the chief of the
Delhi Congress.
Her name was cleared by
none other than party chief
Rahul Gandhi following a
brainstorming meeting of State
Congress leaders on Thursday.
Dikshit is an old war horse
and a favourite among the party
workers for her experience of
being three-time Chief Minister
of Delhi. In view of her age and
health concerns, the Congress
has appointed three working
presidents to assist her.
Dikshit, 80, makes a comeback into Delhi politics ahead
of the Lok Sabha elections. The
longest serving Chief Minister
of Delhi — from 1998 to 2013Dikshit has stayed away from
active politics following the
Congress’s defeat in Assembly
elections. Diskhit had represented Gole Market constituency of New Delhi thrice
and was one of the most successful Chief Ministers who is
credited for changing the face
of Delhi.

Interestingly, she replaces
Ajay Maken, who is known as
her protégé-turned-bête noire.
Maken had been appointed
president of the Delhi Congress
following the party’s defeat in
the Assembly elections in 2014,
when Dikshit was vanquished
by Aam Aadmi Party convener Arvind Kejriwal.
AICC in-charge of Delhi
Congress, PC Chacko
announced Dikshit’s appointment at a Press conference at
the party headquarters.
The three working presidents who will assist Dikshit
are: . Devendra Yadav, a twotime MLA and AICC secretary,
Rajesh Lilothia, also a two-time
MLA, AICC secretary and
known dalit leader and Haroon
Yusuf, who was a Minister in
the Dikshit Government.
Maken had earlier conveyed to the party leadership,
his inability to continue as the
DPCC chief in view of the serious health issues he is facing.
He is suffering from a spinal
ailment, said sources close to
the Delhi leader.
Despite being perceived as
having worked hard to revive
the party in Delhi, Maken met
with little success electorally.
The party failed to win any of
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he inaugural session of the fifth
T
Chhattisgarh Assembly concluded
here on Thursday.
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the three municipalities in
Delhi, and could not register a
victory in the by-elections. .
According to sources, he was
not happy with a section of
party leaders who want to forge
an alliance with AAP in Delhi.
With just months to go for
the general elections, this is
Dikshit’s third major assignment from the party after ruling Delhi for 15 consecutive

years. She served as Governor
Kerala and then Congress had
named her the Chief Ministerial
candidate during the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly polls.
During her three terms, she
became the face of development
of Delhi but the rise of Kejriwal
due
to
corruption
against the Congress led to her
downfall after 15 years in the
saddle.

Speaker Charandas Mahant
adjourned the Assembly Session till
February 8. The Budget Session would be
continued from February 8 to March 8,
he informed.
Notably, the inaugural session marked
the administration of oath to the newly
elected members as well as election of new
Speaker. The Assembly session had a total
of five sittings and was concluded a day
prior to scheduled sessions.
Pro-tem Speaker Rampukar Singh
administered oath to the members on the
very first day and on the same day and the
new legislators elected their new Speaker.
Address of Chhattisgarh Governor
Anandiben Patel was on January 7.
Motion of Thanks to Governor’s address
was moved by Congress legislator from
Sitapur Amarjeet Bhagat.
Supplementary budget was tabled and
passed during the session on January 8
while debate on Motion of Thanks to
Governor’s address was discussed on
January 9 and 10.
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S President Donald Trump
has threatened to impose
a national emergency which
will empower him to go ahead
with his plan to construct a barrier, concrete or steel, along the
southern border with Mexico
to prevent flow of illegal immigrants into the country.
Trump on Wednesday said
imposing a national emergency
is the last option and threatened to use it if the Democrats
do not allocate USD 5.7 billion
funding for his controversial
US-Mexico border wall plan.
Also, Trump walked out of
a meeting with top Democratic
leaders, House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and Senate Minority
Leader Senator Chuck

Schumer over the border wall
plan. He argued that the current situation, wherein people
are entering the country illegally and there is a massive
smuggling of drugs, poses a
national security threat.
“I have the absolute right to
impose national emergency if
I want,” Trump said.
To a question why he did not
declare this option during his
prime-time address to the
nation on Tuesday night from
the Oval Office, the President
said, “Because I think we might
work a deal and, if we don’t, I
may go that (national emergency) route.”
A wall along the USMexico border was one of
Trump’s signature campaign
promises. Trump wants USD

5.7 billion to build the wall,
even though he said repeatedly during his campaign that he
would make Mexico pay for the
structure.
The Democrats are refusing to allocate the money, arguing that a wall would be costly and ineffective. Mexico has
rejected Trump’s demand to
pay for the border wall. The
sharp differences between the
Trump administration and the
opposition Democrats over
border security has resulted in
a partial Government shutdown, which entered its
19th day on Wednesday, making it the second-longest in history after the 21-day shutdown in 1995-96.
“My threshold (for declaring a national emergency) will

be if I can’t make a deal with
people that are unreasonable,”
Trump said. Reiterating his
stand after a luncheon meeting
with Republican Congressional
leaders at the Capitol Hill, the
President said, “I may do that
(declare a national emergency).”
Trump is expected to meet
Democratic Congressional
leaders, House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and Senate Minority
Leader Senator Chuck
Schumer soon. “If they don’t
agree that crime and drugs
come through southern border... If they can’t get that
through and they don’t agree
politically… It is a very bad
issue for the Democrats,” he
told reporters.
Trump alleged that the
Democrats are opposing his
proposal of a border wall
because of political reasons
and with an eye on the 2020
presidential elections.
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situation in strife torn
& Kashmir is slowAsJammu
ly improving over the past few
months, Pakistan will adopt
new tactics of sending in more
infiltrators from across the
Line of Control (LoC) to keep
the State “boiling”, Army Chief
General Bipin Rawat said on
Thursday.
He also said while the new
regime under Prime Minister
Imran Khan is “vocally” talking
of peace with India, the situation
on the LoC, hinterland and propaganda from across the border
for radicalisation of youth in the
State tells a different story.
Sounding this note of caution, Rawat said the rate of
recruitment of local youth in
the militant outfits had slowed
down in the last four to five
months with just three in
December last year thereby
indicating that the general
Kashmiri populace was now
realising the futility of violence.
Given this fact, the Army Chief,
said, however, with more than
300 terrorists waiting across the

border to sneak in, the “western” neighbour will try to send
infiltrators even during the
winter months when snow
blocks ingress routes.
When asked about his
comments on IAS topper Shah
Faesal of Kashmir quitting the
service on Wednesday, the
Army Chief said it has to be
seen if the topper, who achieved
all success in the present system,
resigned to protest against the
number of terrorist killed during encounters or number of
local youth picking up gun for
the so-called cause. Rawat wondered if Faesal will reach out to
the misguided youth to come
back into the mainstream and
appeal to the youth not to fall
prey to radicalisation.
Faesal was the first
Kashmiri who topped the coveted IAS examination about ten
years back. He quit service to
protest against “unabated
killings in Kashmir and marginalisation of Indian Muslims.”
He also wrote on his Facebook
“I wish to remind the regime
that subversion of institutions
like the RBI, CBI and NIA has
the potential to decimate the
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constitutional edifice of this
country and it needs to be
stopped.”
On present Kashmir situation, the Army Chief said security forces and Government
had adopted twin strategy of
“hard power and soft power.”
Admitting that earlier even as
many terrorists were killed,
there was no drop in the number of new recruits, Rawat said
it was due to propaganda and
fervour during the funeral of
the slain terrorists.
In an effort to wean away
the gullible minds from jumping the fence after attending
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iting the passage of Quota
Bill for the people from
economically weaker sections
as “special achievement”,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar said on
Thursday the productivity of
the Lok Sabha was about 47 per
cent and Rajya Sabha 27 per
cent in the just-concluded
Winter Session of Parliament.
According to data collated
by think-tank PRS Legislative
Research, productivity of
Parliament during the session
was the “third lowest” in the
16th Lok Sabha. The
Controversial Citizenship and
triple talaq (instant divorce)
bills could not get passed in the
Rajya Sabha after approved by

the Lok Sabha. An ordinance
could again be pronounced by
the Government in reference to
the triple talaq.
“Special achievement of this
session of Parliament was that
both houses passed the 124th
Constitutional Amendment Bill
that seeks to provide 10 per cent
reservation people from economic weaker sections.
“It has been a historical
achievement. This was an aspiration of crores of underprivileged Indian citizens,” he said
while addressing a press conference in Parliament.
As about the pending bills
in Rajya Sabha, Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs
Vijay Goel said the government
is committed to the passage of
the triple talaq bill and the

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill.
Goyal said the message of
the bills was clear that
Government wants “Sabka Saath,
Sabka vikas.” The Lok Sabha,
which provided 17 sittings
spread over a period of 29 days,
was adjourned sine die on
Tuesday, while the RS, which
provided 18 sittings over a period of 30 days, was adjourned sine
die on Wednesday.
“The productivity of the
Lok Sabha was about 47 per cent
and that of the Rajya Sabha was
about 27 per cent,” Tomar said.
During the session, 17 bills —
12 in Lok Sabha and five in
Rajya Sabha — were introduced. Five bills were passed by
both Houses of Parliament and
four pending bills were withdrawn in the Rajya Sabha.

such funerals, the agencies
started restricting the number
of people attending such occasions and it was now bearing
results, he said. Moreover, the
agencies were now approaching
parents of those youth picking
up the gun so that they could
pressurise their wards to return
to the mainstream and this was
also bearing some results,
Rawat said. Giving an example,
in December last year only
three young men joined militancy as against the earlier
trend of ten to 15 per month,
Rawat said the local population
was realising once a youth
picks up gun he will be finally
neutralised.

0a\hRWXTU>:´bcP[ZfXcWCP[XQP]
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New Delhi: Favouring talks
with the Taliban as India has
interests in Afghanistan, the
Army Chief, however, ruled out
applying the same strategy in
Jammu & Kashmir.
Several political parties had
said if the Indian Government
was willing to engage the
Taliban then they should do so
with separatists and other
organisations in Jammu &
Kashmir to bring peace after
the Army chief in a conclave on
Wednesday said India
should talk with the Taliban as
many other countries were
also doing so.
Reiterating his opinion on
Thursday, Rawat said the
Indian Government was
willing to talk ever y
section in Kashmir after they
shun violence.
However, it was not happening, he said. Similarly,
Kashmir is a issue between
India and Pakistan and New

Delhi is willing to come to the
negotiation table but talks and
terror cannot go together, the
Army Chief said.
On Afghanistan, Rawat
said since India has interests
there and since many countries
are already talking to the
Taliban, “We cannot out of the
bandwagon.”
He also said India has to be
involved directly or indirectly
in talks though it should not
take the lead adding “we should
not be left out.”
“Unless you are not sitting
on that table you will not know
what is discussed. Because a lot
of this is discussed in closed
doors. That’s why we are saying sit on the high table, and see
how it suits you. We
have our issues. I think we need
to take our call on our own
terms but unless you are sitting
on the high table how do
you know what is happening,’”
he said.

0]fPa8QaPWX\\TTcb?<<^SX
gratulated Anwar on his
New Delhi: Malaysia’s rulrecent election as presiing party leader Anwar
dent of the PKR Party.
Ibrahim on Thursday called
Modi fondly recalled
on Prime Minister
their last meeting in
Narendra Modi and disMalaysia in May 2018
cussed bilateral, regional
and conveyed his regards
and global issues of mututo Prime Minister
al interest.
Mahathir Mohamad.
Anwar, a member of
The two leaders disthe Malaysian Parliament
cussed bilateral, regional
and the leader of the Parti
and global matters of
Keadilan Rakyar Party, is in
mutual interest, the statethe national Capital to parment said. Anwar served
ticipate in the ‘Raisina
as the Deputy Prime
Dialogue’, considered ?aX\T<X]XbcTa=PaT]SaP<^SXbWPZTbWP]SbfXcW
India’s flagship annual <T\QTa^UcWT<P[PhbXP]?Pa[XP\T]c3PcdZBTaX0]fPa Minister of Malaysia from
geopolitical and geo-strate- 8QaPWX\X]=Tf3T[WX^]CWdabSPh
?C8 1993-1998 and as the
Finance Minister from
gic conference.
Anwar was accompanied Santhara Kumar Ramanaidu, 1991-1998 when he was a
by two other members of the the Ministry of External Affairs member of the UMNO, a major
party in the ruling Barisan
Malaysian Parliament — said in a statement.
PTI
Kesavan Subramanian and
Prime Minister Modi con- Nasional coalition.
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n estimated 12,000 delegates are expected to attend
the two-day National Council
of the BJP, beginning here on
Friday that would showcase the
Modi-Government’s pro-poor
programmes during its tenure
and work out the election campaign agenda for the Lok Sabha
polls. It would be a two-day
open session.
It would be one of the
largest BJP gatherings in the
recent times and would be
attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, party president Amit Shah, all the party
State heads, BJP Chief
Ministers, MPs, MLAs and
other council delegates.
Council is the highest policy
making body of the BJP.
The Narendra Modi
Government’s outreach to different sections of society is likely to be a key theme for the
council meeting which would
commence with the address of
Shah on Friday and conclude
on Saturday with the Prime
Minister’s speech. The Lok
Sabha poll which is only few
months away and expected to
be a tough contest given BJP’s
electoral reverses in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, would be the
main focus of the council meet.
The passage of the bill
providing 10 per cent reservation in jobs and education for
economically weaker sections
in the general category has
raised the upper caste reach of
the BJP across the country. The
move may also push reverse
consolidation for the regional
caste-based political parties,
particularly in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar.
The BJP feels the bill,
which will come into force
after getting the President’s
nod — a mere formality — will

8cf^d[SQT^]T^UcWT
[PaVTbc19?VPcWTaX]VbX]cWT
aTRT]ccX\TbP]Sf^d[SQT
PccT]STSQh?aX\T<X]XbcTa
=PaT]SaP<^SX_Pach
_aTbXST]c0\XcBWPWP[[cWT
_PachBcPcTWTPSb19?2WXTU
<X]XbcTab<?b<;0bP]S
^cWTaR^d]RX[ST[TVPcTb
2^d]RX[XbcWTWXVWTbc_^[XRh
\PZX]VQ^Sh^UcWT19?

consolidate its core vote of
upper castes in the Hindispeaking states and also
strengthen its appeal among
political significant communities like Jats, Patidars and
Marathas, among others.
A section of the party
believes that anger among
upper castes played a role in its
loss in the recent State polls.
Party sources said the
Modi Government’s measures,
like granting constitutional status to the OBC Commission
and strengthening the law on
atrocities against Dalits and
tribals, are likely to be highlighted and projected as part of
its “social justice” project.
Shah has often asserted
that the BJP will win more seats
than the 2014 polls, when it
had won its first ever majority
by bagging 282 of the 543 Lok
Sabha seats.
But BJP’s rivals believe that
the party is facing a resurgent
Congress in several states while
the expected alliance of the
Samajwadi Party and the BSP
will dent its prospects in Uttar
Pradesh, making the likelihood of its repeat of 2014 feat
challenging.
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n a move to maintain campaign silence during last 48
hours before the conclusion of
polling in the light of the
increasing influence of digital
and social media, a high-level
committee set up by the
Election Committee (EC) on
Thursday submitted report to
it. The committee headed by
deputy election commissioner
Umesh Sinha suggested modifications and changes in the
provisions of the Section 126
and other sections of the
Representation of the People
Act 1951, provisions of Model
Code of Conduct.
Sources said the recommendations made by the
Committee, when implemented (after adoption by the EC
with necessary modification or
additions), will help in minimising the possible interference

of activities which aim at indirectly influencing voters during
the valuable silence period of 48
hours provided to them.
The Committee had
detailed consultations with all
major stakeholders including
various political parties, nominees/ representatives of the
Press Council of India (PCI), the
News Broadcasters Association
(NBA), the Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI),
the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, the Ministry
of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) as well as
representatives of several intermediaries and technology companies including Facebook,
WhatsApp, YouTube, Twitter,
and Google. The Committee
also had several rounds of discussions and consultations with
the legal and other divisions
within the ECI.
The committee has exam-

ined the present provisions of
the Section 126 and other related
Sections
of
the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951 and identify difficulties/critical gaps to regulate
the violation of the said provisions of the act, particularly
during the prohibitory period
of 48 hours before the com-

pletion of the poll, mentioned
in section 126 and suggest
necessary amendment/modification. The committee has also
Impact of new media platforms and social media during
the prohibitory period of 48
hours before the close of poll
and its implication in view of
the provisions of section 126.

Dg_TQi]UUd_V35?cd_bUfYUg
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New Delhi: The EC is holding a two-day meet of Chief Electoral
Officers (CEOs) on January 11 and 12 to review preparedness for
Lok Sabha polls, due for later this year. During the conference,
the commission will discuss key issues related to poll preparedness such as updating of electoral rolls, functioning of ERO Net,
polling station arrangements and EVM-VVPAT, a statement said.
Apart from reviewing poll preparedness, the commission will also
discuss the takeaways and learnings from the recent Assembly
elections in Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, Rajasthan
and Telangana. During the conference, the CEOs will make their
comprehensive presentations of their poll preparedness on all
important parameters.
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he Agriculture Ministry has
started inter-State mandi
(Agriculture Produce Market
Committee (APMC) trade
through the electronic National
Agriculture Market (e-NAM) to
boost farmers income and their
produce. The very first interstate transaction in tomatoes
has been carried out between
trader of Bareilly e-NAM
APMC of Uttar Pradesh and
farmer of Haldwani e-NAM
APMC of Uttarakhand.
The inter -state transactions in potatoes, brinjal and
cauliflower have been carried
out between the e-NAM mandis of Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh. In all the cases, e-payments have been made through
e-NAM portal. This will helps
farmers get better market
access, more buyers and traders
to realise better prices for their
produce. Farmers can access

the information on e-NAM
easily through their mobile
phone from anywhere. This
online trading platform aims at
reducing transaction costs,
bridging information asymmetry and helps in expanding
the market access for farmers.
Earlier trade used to happen
either within the APMC or
between two APMCs situated
within same State.
The ministry has integrated 585 wholesale regulated
markets/ (APMC) markets in
16 States and 2 Union
Territories (UTs), who have
carried out requisite reforms in
their State APMC. Currently,
seven States - Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Uttarakhand are working on the modalities
to establish interstate trade.
Trade in 585 mandis is
currently happening on the
electronic network, which helps

discover price real time in a
transparent manner. The
Government aims at integrating
200 mandis this year and another 215 next year with the eNAM platform. There are about
2,700 APMC mandis and 4,000
sub-market yards in India.
Founded in April 2016,
eNAM is a virtual marketplace with a physical market
(mandi) at the backend, networking
the
existing
APMC/mandis to create a unified national market for agricultural commodities for panIndia electronic trading.
Mandis handle huge volumes

of farm produce. eNAM provides quick quality assaying
solutions (preferably within a
minute/parameter) to promote
online trading.
Amid thousands of farmers committing suicide every
passing year and with the
numbers increasing, self-sufficiency in agriculture has been
the top priority for the Indian
agriculture ministry. eNAM is
seen as an important step to
transform the existing informal
agricultural infrastructure into
a more formal and transparent
one. It is also viewed as a way
to create agripreneurs out of
farmers who could also market
their produce smartly.
India ranks second in the
world in farm output. However,
despite the fact that over 55 per
cent of the Indian population
is dependent on farming, agriculture and allied sectors
account for only 17.9 per cent
of the country’s GDP.
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fter missing several deadlines, much-awaited Rs
A
300-crore National Clean Air

New Delhi/Mumbai: Major
Bollywood stars such as
Ranveer Singh, Ranbir Kapoor,
Alia Bhatt and Varun Dhawan
landed in the Capital on
Thursday for a meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The meeting comes weeks
after the PM met Bollywood
producers and discussed issues
faced by the industry, which led
to the reduction in GST on film
tickets by the Government.
“There is a meeting happening with PM today with

people from the film industry,
including actors,” sources close
to the development told PTI.
The insider, however, did
not disclose the agenda of the
meeting. The delegation, which
is a mix of directors and actors,
has been organised by filmmaker Karan Johar, the source
added. The line-up from
Bollywood also includes directors Rohit Shetty and Ashwiny
Iyer Tiwari, producers Ekta
Kapoor and Mahaveer Jain,
actors Rajkummar Rao, Vicky

Kaushal,
Ayushmann
Khurrana, Bhumi Pednekar
and Sidharth Malhotra.
After December 19 meeting
with PM drew flak on social
media for not having any female
representation on panel, inclusion of names such as Alia and
Bhumi is a step up. Actors-producers Ajay Devgn, Akshay
Kumar, Karan Johar, Sidharth
Roy Kapur, Ritesh Sidhwani
and others were censured by
internet users for not, including
any women in the panel. PTI

Programme (NCAP) was finally unveiled on Thursday focusing on 102 cities beginning
with “modest target” of reduction of 20 to 30 per cent in particulate matter (PM) by 2024
with 2017 as the base year.
The 102 cities under
NCAP
that
include
Chandigarh, nine cities from
Punjab, Delhi, seven from
Himachal Pradesh, two from
Jammu & Kashmir and two
from Uttarakhand are those
which did not meet the annual national standards of clean
air from 2011 to 2015.
Taking into account the
available international experiences and national studies, the
tentative national level target of
20 per cent to 30 per cent
reduction of PM2.5 and PM10
concentration by 2024 is proposed under the NCAP taking
2017 as the base year for the
comparison of concentration,
said Union Environment
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan
after the release of the plan at
an event here.
“Overall objective of the
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NCAP is comprehensive mitigation actions for prevention,
control and abatement of air
pollution besides augmenting
the air quality monitoring network across the country and
strengthening the awareness
and capacity building activities,” the Minister added.
The NCAP, a nation-wide
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pollution abatement step, will
focus on 102 polluted cities
with a budget of Rs 300 crore
for financial years 2018-19 and
2019-20 — about Rs 2.9 crore
per city.
Under the programme, the
Government will set up a
national inventory, issue guidelines for indoor air pollution,

expand air quality monitoring
network in cities and in rural
areas and conduct air pollution
health impact studies.
CK Mishra, Union
Environment Secretary added,
“Our plans to combat air pollution have been NCR-centric
so far, but with launch of the
NCAP we have tried to reach

out to different parts of the
country.”
CEO NITI Aayog ,
Amitabh Kant termed the
NCAP as ‘a path breaking initiative’ and one of the most critical and most significant programme as it addresses one of
the most alarming challenges of
urbanisation i.e. air pollution.
“Today cities occupy just 3
per cent of the land, but contribute to 82 per cent of GDP
and responsible for 78 per cent
of Carbon dioxide emissions;
cities though are engines of
growth and equity but they
have to be sustainable and it is
in this context that NCAP being
a very inclusive program holds
special relevance,” Kant said.
However, green activists
like Sunil Dahiya, senior campaigner with Greenpeace India
expressed doubt on its success,
saying that the “NCAP is not
backed with a strong legal
mandate and clear accountabilities, implementing it
on the ground will be a big
challenge”.
Nevertheless, the NGO
added that, considering the
level of India’s air quality, the
fact that our country now has
an action plan to combat air
pollution is worth celebrating.
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hief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday said
in the Chhattisgarh Assembly
that the Government will not
talk of 'vengeance' but talk of
'justice'.
Be it Jheeram valley massacre, PDS scam or the
Antagarh episode or the
Augusta Helicopter deal, all
the cases will be investigated
but in a systematized manner,
he said while participating in
a debate on the motion of
thanks to Governor's address.
He said that the
Government will act on the
complaint made by former
Home Minister Nankiram
Kanwar which was ignored by
the previous government.
The Opposition had been
raising issues on enforcement
of prohibition. We will enforce
prohibition in the 85 scheduled Tehsil areas and a
Committee had been formed.
We want to take a decision on
prohibition within 20 days

and the decision would be
taken after taking people of
the State into confidence . We

have got five years from the
people and liquor consumption is a social evil. The peo-

ple also should come forward
to end it, Baghel said.
The Naxal policy will also

be implemented after taking
people of the State into confidence, the Chief Minister

said.
He said that the government will get back the money

of investors invested in chit
funds .
Farmers in Kawardha,

Mahasamund and Kanker had
committed suicide earlier and
we had visited their families.
What is this issue about medium or short term loan? What
we told farmers they have
understood, he said.
The previous government
waived total of Rs 106 crore
farmer loans; we waived total
of Rs 6000 cr loan of farmers,
Baghel said.
The previous government
only held closed door meeting
on problem of Naxalism and
kept paying tributes to the
jawans. My government stated-- we will talk to affected
families, journalists and
lawyers. Nowhere before loans
of such a large number of
farmers had been waived as in
Chhattisgarh by our government and the Opposition is
having ifs and buts on farm
loan waiver issue, he said.
In the last 15 years, the
previous government could
not give Minimum Support
Price of Rs 2100 per quintal of
paddy to farmers, Baghel said.
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s part of collusive bidding,
A
detailed investigation from
Vigilance angle has been rec-
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he Chief Medical and
Health Officer (CMHO)
T
in Kondagaon has issued an
alert in the district after receiving news of bird flu outbreak in

Bihar.
The officials of Food and
Drug
Administration
Department in the district have
started inspection of all poultry farms in the district and so
far have not found any cause
for concern, officials informed.

However, the team has
issued an alert to all the poultry farm owners in the district
as a precautionary measure
and have asked them to bury
dead birds and not give them
for consumption to animals
and humans.

ommended against the use of
74 computers by at least one
government official of 17
departments of state government with one or more bidders
in respect of 1921 tenders valued at Rs 4601 crores; as the
inbuilt business intelligence
module was blocked and
bypassed in e-procurement,
said Bijay Kumar Mohanty,
Chief Accountant General
(Audit), Raipur, Chhattisgarh
while releasing the three
reports of Comptroller and
Auditor General of India
(CAG) on Thursday.
“The vendors also possessed common e-mail IDs
and 79 vendors/bidders had
two PANs. The e-procurement
system was aimed at vendor
registration, tendering, award
of work for all tenders above Rs
20 lakh which was lowered to
Rs 10 lakh in May 2016.

Chhattisgarh InfoTech &
Biotech Promotion Society
(CHiPS) was the nodal agency
for the project,” he said.
Mohanty said: “48 Public
Works Department divisions
and 18 Water Resources
Department divisions between
May 2016 to June 2017 invited
658 tenders worth Rs 108.35
crore manually each valued
between Rs 10 lakh to Rs 20
lakh despite directives of e-procurement.”
“Similarly, 133 tenders valued at Rs 225.15 crore had mul-

tiple bidders applying for the
same tender and mentioned
same partner’s e-mail ID for
obtaining vendor ID. In five
tenders valued Rs 15.44 crore,
Contractor was not eligible. In
other case in 11 tenders valued
at Rs 23.77 crore, Contractor
was favoured surpassing his bid
capacity,” he pointed out.
The Department has
claimed that it has blocked
multiple bidders, common email ID, common mobile numbers and more than one PAN,
Mohanty said.
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of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik on
Leader
Thursday said in the
Chhattisgarh Assembly that
the women in the State had
voted Congress to power on the
promise of enforcing total prohibition but the Government
has decided to form a
Committee to discuss enforcing total prohibition.
The Government should
not backtrack on its promise,
he said.
Kaushik said that liquor
sale is not BJP's doing and it
was the Congress party which
promised total prohibition to
gain power. On one side, the
Government talks about prohibition and on the other, it is
inviting quotations for sale of
liquor brands, he said.
There is an attempt to
restart the liquor contract system which the BJP had ended,
Kaushik said.
He said that the previous
government took stern measures against chit fund companies to return money of

investors. The Congress government had promised in its
manifesto that it would help get
the money of investors back. It
was expected that the move
would reflect in Governor's
address but this did not happen.
Kaushik said that there
should be positive action to end
Naxalism in the State.
He said that much noise
was made about loan waiver of
farmers and every farmer
should be made free of loans
burden, Kaushik said.
There is no policy on
power tariff waiver on the
horizon and people have
already started not paying their
power bills. This could bring in
a situation of anarchy in the
State, Kaushik said.
This Government has
closed e-tenders of the value
between Rs 5 lakhs to Rs 20
lakhs and now the tendering
process has commenced so the
problems which were encountered before will reappear. The
decision to close online tendering will encourage corruption, he said.
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radeep
Ta n d o n
has
been
appointed as
Chairman of
F I C C I
Chhattisgarh
State Council.
He
is
presently
working as
President at
Jindal Steel &
Power Ltd
located
at
Raipur in Chhattisgarh.
Prior to this, he was CoChairman, UP Council of
PHD
Chamber
of

Commerce and was associated with Bajaj Group as
President,
Business
Development.

udget Estimates approved by
State Finance Department
was much higher than what was
proposed by departments resulting in 5 to 25 per cent less
achievement under different
revenue heads, said Bijay Kumar
Mohanty, Chief Accountant
General (Audit), Raipur,
Chhattisgarh while releasing
the three reports of Comptroller
and Auditor General of India
(CAG) on Thursday.
He was speaking on
Revenue sector for the year
ended March 31, 2017.
“Total revenue receipts of
Government of Chhattisgarh for
year 2016-17 were Rs 53,685.25
crore out of which revenue raised
was Rs 24,614.46 crore and
receipts of Government of India
were Rs 29,070.79 crore. Thus

revenue raised was 46 percent of
the total revenue of government,” he said.
“Revenue earning departments failed to address audit
observations included in 2532
Inspection Reports involving
potential revenue of as much as
Rs 6868.16 crores. Mineral
Resources Department caused
loss as it did not levy cess and
recover differential stamp duty
and registration fees, while
Transport Department failed to
recover outstanding tax, commercial tax (Excise) failed to fix
norm for yield of alcohol from
grains and others,” he said.
On state public sector undertakings, Mohanty said, “Out of
total 23 PSUs, 12 earned profit of
Rs 142.38 crore while 7 PSUs
incurred losses of Rs 544.84
crore and remaining one PSU
had no profit no loss.”

“Against average cost of
borrowing of 8.17 per cent,
government investment in state
PSUs was 3.52 percent resulting
in loss of Rs 324.21 crore to government. Three non-working
PSUs related to coal had no
activity for last three years and
had an investment of Rs 333.17
crore,” Mohanty said.
On performance audit of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Been Evam
Krishi Vikas Nigam Limited, he
pointed out, “There was acute
shortage of manpower in company. It incurred loss on account
of avoidable payment of IT of Rs
4.27 crore due to non-deduction
of TDS. Company finalised nine
rate contracts (RC) with 27
non-eligible suppliers and 11
RCs with 29 suppliers indulged
in collusive bidding causing
irregular purchase of Rs 52.96
crore.”

ll India Congress Committee (AICC)
President Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
A
formed various State-level committees for
Chhattisgarh for upcoming Lok Sabha polls.
The committees include Pradesh Election
Committee, Election Campaign Committee,
Election Coordination Committee, Media
Coordination Committee, and Election Publicity
Committee.
As per official press communiqué issued by
party’s National General Secretary Ashok
Gehlot, party heavy weights of the State including Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel, veteran
Congress leader Motilal Vora, State Minister T.S.
Singhdeo, Tribal leader and former Union
Minister Arvind Netam, former CGPCC Chief
Dhanendra Sahu, State Ministers Ravindra
Chaubey, Md. Akbar, Shiv Daharia, senior leader
Satyanarayan Sharma, Dehuti Karma and all the
state chiefs of frontal organizations are members
of Pradesh Election Committee.

The Election Campaign Committee comprises 35 senior state leaders, Election
Coordination Committee comprises 20 leaders
including Chhattisgarh In-charge of AICC for
State P.L. Punia and Media Coordination
Committee comprises 17 members including
State Chairman of Communication Wing
Shailesh Nitin Trivedi and Spokesperson
Gyanesh Sharma.
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GDPDJHRUORVVWRDQ\SHUVRQDSXUFKDVHURIWKLVSXEOLFDWLRQRUQRWIRUWKHUHVXOWRIDQ\DFWLRQWDNHQRQWKHEDVLVRIWKLVZRUN$OOGLVSXWHVDUHVXEMHFWWRWKHH[FOXVLYHMXULVGLFWLRQRIFRPSHWHQWFRXUWDQGIRUXPVLQ'HOKL1HZ'HOKLRQO\5HDGHUVDUHDGYLVHGDQGUHTXHVWHGWRYHULI\DQGVHHNDSSURSULDWHDGYLFHWRVDWLVI\WKHPVHOYHVDERXWWKHYHUDFLW\RIDQ\NLQGRIDGYHUWLVHPHQWEHIRUH
UHVSRQGLQJWRDQ\FRQWHQWVSXEOLVKHGLQWKLVQHZVSDSHU7KHSULQWHUSXEOLVKHUHGLWRUDQGDQ\HPSOR\HHRIWKH3LRQHHU*URXS·VZLOOQRWEHKHOGUHVSRQVLEOHIRUDQ\NLQGRIFODLPPDGHE\WKHDGYHUWLVHUVRIWKHSURGXFWV VHUYLFHVDQGVKDOOQRWEHPDGHUHVSRQVLEOHIRUDQ\NLQGRIORVVFRQVHTXHQFHVDQGIXUWKHUSURGXFWUHODWHGGDPDJHVRQVXFKDGYHUWLVHPHQWV
3ULQWHGDQG3XEOLVKHGE\9LMD\%XGKLDIRUDQGRQEHKDOIRI&0<.3ULQWHFK/LPLWHG´7KH3LRQHHU%XLOGLQJµ&LYLO/LQHV1HDU5DM%KDYDQ2SS6DQVNULWL%KDYDQ5DLSXU7HOHSKRQH  DQG3ULQWHGDW.DY\D3UDNDVKDQ([SUHVV7RZHU$GDUVKQDJDU0RZD5DLSXU(GLWRU&KDQGDQ0LWUD5HVLGHQW
(GLWRU6XMHHW.XPDU'HOKL2IILFH1R%HKLQG*XODE%KDZDQ %DKDGXU6KDK=DIDU0DUJ1HZ'HOKL3KRQH&RPPXQLFDWLRQ2IILFH)6HFWRU12,'$*DXWDP%XGK1DJDU833KRQH 
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n amendment bill on Rajim Kumbh (Kalpa),
a religious fair at confluence of rivers
Mahanadi, Sondhur and Pairi in Rajim was
passed in the Chhattisgarh Assembly on
Thursday after resistance from main Opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party members.
The Bill received 62 votes in favour while
only 8 votes went against the bill.
The bill-- Chhattisgarh Rajim Kumbh
(Kalpa) Mela (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was tabled
in the House by Minister for Tourism Culture
and Religious Endowment, Tamradhwaj Sahu.
Sahu during the discussion said the bill had
been tabled in the House keeping in mind the
religious and cultural heritage of the State.
During discussion on the bill, BJP member

Ajay Chandrakar demanded in the House to
send the matter to a select Committee.
BJP member Brijmohan Agrawal while
opposing the bill said it was not moved by following a set norms in the House. “Why the government is moving the bill in haste, he said while
also objecting that financial memorandum was
also not tabled for the same.
Speaker Charandas Mahant, who was in the
chair, ruled that he had given permission of
tabling the bill while relaxing the rules and regulation.
Replying to objection of BJP member
Brijmohan Agrawal, Legislative Affairs Minister
Ravindra Chaubey said that financial memorandum was not necessary to be tabled in the
House as the amendment was only in the name
of the fair.
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irst Information Report
(FIR) has been lodged
against six principals of government schools, 13 principals/directors of private schools
and
one
Assistant
Commissioner of Tribal
Development at JanjgirChampa for fraudulent payment of pre-matric scholarship
worth C1.40 crore to students
of 21 non-functional private
schools, said Bijay Kumar
Mohanty, Chief Accountant
General (Audit), Raipur,
Chhattisgarh on Thursday.
Releasing three reports of
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India on Thursday
at a press conference here,
Mohanty said that it was for the
first time impact of audit is
being released.
Similarly, recovery of water
usage charges valued at Rs
20.94 crore was made. Pandit
Ravishankar Shukla University

also recovered the excess payments of transport allowance
from employees, he said.
Proposal for disciplinary
action against the then
Executive
Engineer,
Ramanujganj was made for
making fraudulent payment
of C17.24 lakh to a firm for supply of solar lights, Mohanty
said.
“Investigation
from
Vigilance angle has also been
recommended against nonproduction of records of
appointments and promotions
of staff of Chhattisgarh Vidhan
Sabha Secretariat by the Deputy
Secretary (Accounts),” he
pointed out.
On National Rural Health
Mission implementation,
Mohanty said, “Shortage of
staff mainly specialist doctors,
medical officers, staff nurses,
paramedics had affected delivery of health services by
District Hospitals, Community
Health Centres and Primary
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Health Centres.
If doctors are present, then
shortages of medical equipment, drugs and consumables,
laboratory services were hampered. Cases were referred to
Medical colleges.”
“20 CHCs, 88 PHCs and
768 SHCs are running in pri-

vate buildings which lacked
basic infrastructure of hospital
leading to deficiencies in services. In last five years within
48 hours of delivery, the
women were being discharged,”
Mohanty pointed out.
“Due to this, in last five
years there has been no significant improvement in infant
and maternal mortality rates
and were far short of the
NRHM goals,” he said.
On performance audit of
implementation of National
Food Security Mission
(NFSM), Mohanty stated that
Chhattisgarh government in
last five years failed to implement the scheme in 13 districts
and audit found that
even after intervention, the
production of farmers could
not be raised and it was much
lower than when compared to
other districts. Farmers could
not purchase hybrid/high yield
variety seeds due to higher cost,
he said.
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eveloping skill in such a
large number and through
it creating job is very good in
the country like India. By
skilling youths one can provide
jobs and in this line a big
opportunity is waiting, said
Ambassador Azerbaijan Ashraf
Farhad while addressing a technical seminar on ‘Thought
Leadership for Scale, Speed
and Innovation for future skills
readinesses’ organised on the
occasion of Global Skill Summit
19 on Thursday.
It is very difficult in country like India to run such a big
programme and providing skill
enhancing programme for poor
especially for girls is very difficult, he added. Suggesting some
ways to garners benefit of Skill
India programme Farhad said,
“The medium and small industry sector has high potential to
provide job as it is already
engaged a large numbers of
people but it still in the country like there is huge big opportunity to grow sector like
MSME.”
“If the government support
a youths in their family business

T

then it can provide jobs in large
numbers and it can also provide
chances to increase income of
the government through taxes.
The meaning of government
support means legal support,
electricity, purchasing or marketing of their produce, transport etc” he added.
The Ambassador was
deeply impressed by the step
taken by the State government
and the Chief Minister
Raghubar Das.
As the Global Skill Summit
2019 a large numbers of jobs
searching youths visited the

venue and also a numbers of
institutes have installed their
stall at the exhibition place of
the venue to woo aspirant.
As time is changing with
rapid pace a numbers of new
job providing institutes come
provides by developing skills as
Rubber Skill Development
Corporation, Agriculture Skill
Council of India, Skilling under
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojna,
Jharkhand Skill Development
Society, Kalyan Gurukul,
Furniture and Fitting Skill
Council, Sports, Physical
Education, Fitness and Leisure

Skills Council, Nettur Technical
Training Foundation, Paint and
Coating Skill Council etc.
A large number of job
searching youths visited the
stalls and enquire questions
regarding their prospective
career. While speaking to the
pioneer Ramnath Munda from
Bundu said, “As I belong to a
very poor family and I have no
money spent money to spend
on private vocational trainings
but the governments run Skill
Development Programme has
given me chance to learn about
automobile mechanism.

he Supreme Court on
Thursday decided to constitute afresh the five-judge
Constitution Bench to hear on
January 29 the politically-sensitive Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid land title dispute in
Ayodhya after a judge, Justice
UU Lalit, recused himself from
the hearing.
Justice Lalit, who was part of
the five-judge Constitution
bench headed by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi, “expressed his
disinclination to participate in
the hearing any further” and
opted himself out of the contentious matter. The apex court
said since Justice Lalit has opted
out of the hearing in the matter,
there was no option left but to
adjourn the case “to fix a date of
hearing and to draw up a time
schedule for hearing of the case”.
Senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan,
appearing for a Muslim party,
said Justice Lalit had appeared
as a lawyer for former UP CM
Kalyan Singh in connected matter “sometime in the year 1997”.
He said Singh, as then CM

of UP, had “failed in his promise
to maintain the status quo”
over the disputed structure at
Ayodhya which was demolished on December 6, 1992. The
Bench, also comprising Justices
SA Bobde, NV Ramana, and
DY Chandrachud, which heard
the matter for 20 minutes, noted
in its order that Dhavan has “no
objection to Justice Uday
Umesh Lalit hearing the matter,
the ultimate decision in this
regard is for the learned judge
to take”.
“The said facts being pointed out, Justice Uday Umesh
Lalit has expressed his disinclination to participate in the
hearing any further. We, therefore, have no option but to
adjourn the case to another
date for the same purpose i.e.
To fix a date of hearing and to
draw up a time schedule for
hearing of the case,” the Bench
said.
Fourteen appeals have
been filed in the apex court
against the 2010 Allahabad
High Court judgement, delivered in four civil suits, that the
2.77-acre land be partitioned

equally among three parties -the Sunni Waqf Board, the
Nirmohi Akhara and Ram
Lalla.
Dhavan, who was appearing for lead petitioner M Siddiq
(since dead) and now represented by his legal heirs, pointed to the September 27, 2018
judgement, by which the top
court had refused to refer the
1994 verdict in Ismail Faruqui
case to a five-judge constitution
Bench to examine the observation that a mosque was not
integral to Islam.
He drew the court’s attention to “certain speculations
prevailing as to why the matter has now been fixed for hearing before a five-judges bench
though the three-judges bench”
by its September 27, 2018 order
had expressly directed that the
matter be listed before a threejudges bench. Senior advocate
Harish Salve, appearing for a
Hindu party, submitted, “I
understand that if a constitutional question has to be decided, then it should not be decided by a bench of less than fivejudges”.
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he Bill to provide 10 per cent
reservation to general cateT
gory poor in jobs and education
was on Thursday challenged in
the Supreme Court on the
grounds it breached the 50 per
cent ceiling on quotas, barely a
day after the measure secured
Parliamentary approval.
A petition filed by an NGO
Youth For Equality organisation
and its president Dr Kaushal
Kant Mishra said in the present
form the upper limit of quota
goes upto 60 per cent which violated the decisions of the apex
court.
The organisation sought a
stay and quashing of the
Constitution (One Hundred
and
Twenty
Fourth
Amendment) Bill, 2019 as it was
violative of the basic structure
of the Constitution and that the
economic criterion cannot be
the sole basis for reservation.
The Bill now goes to the
President for approval.
It was contended that reservation on economic grounds
cannot be limited to the general categories and that the 50 per
cent ceiling limit cannot be
breached.
Referring to the nine-judge
bench decision of the apex
court in the landmark 1992
Indira Sawhney case, the petition said the latest amendment
completely violated the
Constitutional norm that economic criterion cannot be the
only basis of reservation.
“Such an amendment is
hence vulnerable and ought to
be struck down as it merely
negates a binding judgement,” it
said. It also said that the amendments fail to consider that
Articles 14 and 16 form the
basic feature of equality, and that
they have been violated with the
doing away of the restraints that
were imposed on the reservation policy, i.e. The 50 per cent
ceiling limit and the exclusion
of economic status as a sole criterion.
“The Constitution amendment completely violates the
Constitutional norm that economic criterion cannot be the
only basis of reservation as has
been laid down by the 9 judges
in Indira Sawhney, without
removing the basis of the judgement”, the petition said.
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he bypoll in Jind assembly
constituency of Haryana
T
is heading for a high-pitched
three-cornered electoral battle
with major political parties
strategically fielding their most
“popular faces” to ensure a victory.
The much awaited bypoll
has the ruling BJP, Congress,
Jannayak Janta Party caught in
an interesting contest after the
Congress fielded sitting MLA
Randeep Singh Surjewala and
JJP fielded debutant Digvijay
Chautala, great grandson of
former Deputy Prime Minister
Devi Lal, a day after BJP played
a masterstroke by fielding
Krishan Middha, son of late
INLD MLA Hari Chand
Middha from Jind.
The bye-election to Jind
assembly seat was necessitated
following the demise of Hari
Chand Middha in August.
INLD’s Hari Chand Middha
had represented the Jind seat
for two consecutive terms in
2009 and 2014.
The INLD, which is facing
a major challenge to retain its
seat, has fielded Umed Singh
Redu, vice chairman, zila

parishad, Jind. Interestingly,
Umed Singh had earlier filed
his nomination as an independent to contest Jind bypoll.
The candidates of BJP,
Congress, JJP and INLD filed
their nomination papers on
Thursday.
The voting is scheduled to
be held on January 28 in Jind
assembly segment which has
more than 1.7 lakh voters
including over 1.07 lakh urban
voters and nearly 62,500 living
in villages.
The results of bypoll will be
announced on January 31.
Winning the Jind bypoll
has turned into a prestige issue
for all major political parties
with their strong contenders in
the fray, ahead of upcoming
Lok Sabha elections and assembly polls schedule later this year
in Haryana.
After the ruling BJP fielded a Punjabi candidate Krishan
Middha hoping that support of
Punjab community and sympathy factor will work in party’s
favour, Congress made a surprising move by picking
Randeep Surjewala, considered as party’s safest and
strongest choice for bypolls.
Former Haryana Minister
Surjewala, who is sitting MLA

from Kaithal had previously
contested assembly elections
from Jind district’s Narwana
assembly
constituency.
Surjewala, a popular Jat leader,
had earlier won on two occasions defeating former Chief
Minister Om Prakash Chautala
from Narwana but had later
shifted his base to Kaithal following Narwana becoming a
reserved constituency.
Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi’s closest aide Randeep
Surjewala is also in-charge,
communications of the party.
A favorable outcome for
Surjewala would further
cement his place as a stalwart
politician in Haryana and
strengthen his position as
probable Chief Ministerial candidate for the assembly polls in
the state.
Apart from
Surjewala, another strong contender in the electoral battle
will be Digvijay Chautala, great
grandson of former Deputy
Prime Minister Devi Lal and
grandson of former CM OP
Chautala.
Digvijay will contest as an
independent candidate, supported by the Jannayak Janta
Party, floated by his father
Ajay Chautala and elder brother Hissar MP Dushyant

Chautala.
With fledging outfit JJP yet
to be registered by the Election
Commission, Digvijay, who is
national chief of Indian
National Students Organisation
(INSO), would be making his
political debut as an independent. The maiden election
would be crucial for Digvijay
and his party JJP for their
political future.
Digvijay, a Jat himself
belonging to an influential
Chautala family is seen as a
strong contender against the
political opponents fielded by
the BJP, Congress and INLD,
the main opposition party in
the state. For the ruling BJP in
Haryana, its victory in the Jind
bypoll would further boost the
morale of its workers ahead of
general elections 2019 while a
defeat would be a major blow
to the party. On the other
hand, the Congress, with
Surjewala’s candidature, hopes
to win the bypoll to send across
a message that it is on a path of
revival in the state.
In 2014 assembly polls,
INLD’s Hari Chand Middha
had won with 31,631 votes
and defeated BJP candidate
Surinder Barwala with a small
margin 2,257 votes.
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A five-judge Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court in
September last year unanimously decriminalised part of
the 158-year-old colonial law
under Section 377 which criminalises consensual unnatural
sex, saying it violated the rights
to equality.
The apex court last year
also struck down another colonial era anti-adultery law saying it was unconstitutional,
dented the individuality of
women and treated them as
“chattel of husbands”.
Rawat said the Army is
conservative and we cannot
allow it to perpetrate into
the Army.
Explaining the rationale
for not implementing the
Supreme Court verdict in the
armed forces, the Army chief
said the force is a huge family
and when an officer or
jawan is posted on the front he

leaves behind his family in
military stations.
The families are looked
after by the local military unit.
In this context he referred to
incidents of stealing the affection of brother officer’s wife in
the force parlance, and said it
“cannot be allowed to happen”.
Section 63 of the Army Act
covers all such actions like gay
sex and adultery and the guilty
are punished.
Elaborating on the two
issues of gay sex and adultery,
the Army chief said when the
Army Act was framed many
years back no one ever thought
such matters will come up and
said the issue of adultery is very
serious. An officer or jawan has
to be assured that his family is
safe to enable him to given his
best at the front, the chief
added. Rawat also said it
remains to be seen how the
society reacts to decriminalisation of gay sex and adultery.

A08?DAk5A830H k90=D0AH

f^a[S$

! (

E`a]Vddac`eVdeVcddeR_U
SjDRfUZcf_RhRjZ_@k

0?Q BH3=4H

women held a topless
protest in Sydney on
Four
Thursday to support runaway
Saudi
woman
Rahaf
Mohammed Alqunun, as
Australia began considering
her bid to settle in the country
as a refugee.
Alqunun
was
on
Wednesday deemed a refugee
by the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, after being
detained in Bangkok en route
to Australia.
The 18-year-old publicised
her case via social media after
barricading herself in her
Bangkok hotel room, saying
she feared for her safety if sent
back to her family in Saudi
Arabia. In downtown Sydney
on Thursday morning, four
women, dressed only in jeans
and calling themselves the
Secret Sisterhood, protested
outside the building housing
the Saudi Consulate, calling on
Australia to grant Alqunun
residency.
With “Secret Sisterhood”
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written on their backs, the
women held placards with
messages including “Let her in,”
‘’Rahaf Sisterhood Hero” and
“All women free + safe.”
Secret
Sisterhood
founder Jacquie Love said the
protest was held to urge the
Australian government to
recognise Alqunun’s plight, and
that of oppressed women
everywhere.
“We are here to encourage
them to let her in,” Love said.
“She’s been recognised by
the UN as a refugee so we
believe the Australian government needs to step up, recog-

nise her plight and recognise
what she’s gone through, and
she could be an icon for the rest
of the world that women
shouldn’t be oppressed and
they should be fleeing countries
that they are oppressed in.”
“We decided to go topless
because we believe all women
should be able to express themselves freely and safely and we
wanted to send a message to
Rahaf that we can actually do
that in Australia, that women
can actually be free and safe,”
Love said.
Secret Sisterhood has also
set up a GoFundMe account,
which had raised USD 2,290
dollars for Alqunun by
Thursday morning.
Alqunun’s case has highlighted the cause of women’s
rights in Saudi Arabia.
Several female Saudis fleeing
abuse by their families have
been caught trying to seek
asylum abroad in recent years
and returned home.
Human rights activists say
many more similar cases will
have gone unreported.
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ustralia’s foreign minister
Marise Payne met her Thai
A
counterpart on Thursday, as
her country appeared poised to
offer to asylum to a young
Saudi woman who fled her
family to Thailand in a drama
relayed in real-time over
Twitter.
Rahaf Mohammed alQunun’s attempt to flee the
ultra-conservative kingdom
has become a cause celebre for
rights groups since the 18year-old landed in Bangkok
from Kuwait over the weekend.
Thai authorities had threatened to deport her but with the
help of activists, diplomats and
a hastily opened Twitter
account Qunun launched an
impassioned campaign for asylum.
As global interest surged,
Thai authorities backed down
from the deportation threat,
handing her into the care of the
UN refugee agency (UNHCR)
in Bangkok, which has urged
Australia to offer resettlement.

Payne’s scheduled visit
comes after Canberra dropped
strong hints it would accept
Qunun.
Australia on Wednesday
said the UNHCR had studied
her case and designated her as
a legitimate refugee.
Qunun alleges abuse by her
family, while rights groups also
said she had renounced Islam,
risking prosecution in conservative Saudi Arabia.
Her father, who denies
mistreating her, will remain in
Bangkok “until he knows
which country she is going to”,
Thailand’s immigration police
chief Surachate Hakparn told
reporters Thursday.
The Saudi embassy in
Bangkok has said it did not
demand the teenager’s deportation and that the case was a
family affair. Saudi Arabia has
come under fire since the murder of journalist Jamal
Khashoggi in the country’s
consulate in Istanbul last year.
In a statement ahead of her
trip, Payne did not mention
Qunun’s case.
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orth Korean leader Kim
Jong Un expressed “conN
cern” about the deadlock in
denuclearisation discussions in
his talks with Chinese President
Xi Jinping, Pyongyang’s state
media reported on Thursday.
Kim “raised concern about
the impasse created in the
process of improving US-DPRK
ties and in denuclearisation
talks”, the official KCNA news
agency said.
Kim said Pyongyang’s
“basic position of pursuing a
peaceful resolution through
dialogue remains unchanged”, it
added.
China is the North’s main
diplomatic backer and key
trade partner, whose forces
were
instrumental
in
fighting for it during the 195053 Korean War.
According to KCNA,
Beijing issued a ringing
endorsement of the North’s
position.
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global rights group has demanded the international prosecution
of Sri Lanka's new Army Chief
Major General Shavendra Silva over
allegations of war crimes during the
final military battle with the LTTE
militant group in 2009.
The Johannesburg-based
International
Truth
and
Justice Project (ITJP) said Silva was
named by a UN investigation for his
part in commanding the 58 Division
of the army "which was the unit
responsible for repeated and
deliberate attacks on hospitals, food
distribution
queues
and
displacement camps resulting in
tens of thousands of civilian deaths"
towards the end of the three-decade
civil war when the LTTE was final-

BA8;0=:0=>F70B
027845>50A<H
BC055F7>A8B:B
0AA4BC4E4AHC8<4
74CA0E4;B01A>03
850=H2>D=CAH8B
5>>;8B74=>D67C>
68E478<0E8B0
ly crushed.
"Sri Lanka now has a chief of
army staff who risks arrest every time
he travels abroad, if any country is
foolish enough to give him a visa,"
an ITJP release said.
The ITJP said that in 2011, a war

crimes lawsuit was filed against
Silva in New York but had failed
because he enjoyed diplomatic
immunity at the time.
Silva was appointed as Army
chief by President Maithripala
Sirisena on Wednesday.
Considered an outstanding military officer, Silva was the youngest
in the Sri Lankan Army to become
a major general.
The UN Human Rights Council
resolutions have called for accountability over alleged war crimes in the
final 2009 battle blamed on both the
LTTE and the military. The military
has denied the allegations.
The war crimes accusations
include bombing of hospitals, blocking humanitarian aid convoys,
bombing civilians and murdering
those who had surrendered.
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ran’s president says the country will soon send two new
satellites into orbit using Iranmade rockets.
Hassan Rouhani said on
Thursday the launch will happen “soon, in the coming
weeks.”
Iran typically displays
achievements in its space program in February, during the
anniversary of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.
Iran has sent several
short-lived satellites into orbit
over the past decade, and in
2013 launched a monkey into
space.
The US and its allies
worry the same satellitelaunching technology could
be used to develop long-range
missiles.
The US has said Iran’s
plans for sending satellites into
orbit demonstrate its defiance
of a UN Security Council
resolution calling on Iran
to undertake no activity related to ballistic missiles capable
of delivering nuclear weapons.
Iran insists the launches do
not violate the resolution.

rebel drone hit Yemen’s largest air
base on Thursday, killing six loyalist soldiers during a military parade in
an attack which threatens to hamper
UN-led peace efforts.
At talks in Sweden last month, the
UN brokered several agreements
between Huthi rebels and the Saudibacked government seen as the best
chance of ending nearly four years of
devastating conflict. The Shiite Huthi
rebels said they carried out the strike on
Al-Anad air base, in government-held
Lahij province some 60 kilometres north
of Yemen’s second city Aden.
At least 12 people were wounded,

including top commanders, according to
medics at Ibn Khaldoun hospital in the
provincial capital Huta.
Footage of the attack showed a drone
exploding over a podium around which
dozens of military personnel were standing. Soldiers scrambled to carry wounded comrades to military vehicles, while
a man holding a camera bled on the
ground.
An AFP correspondent at the scene
said journalists were among the wounded. Originally built by the then Soviet
Union during the Cold War, Al-Anad
served as the headquarters for US troops
overseeing a long-running drone war
against Al-Qaeda until March 2014,
when it was overrun by the Huthis.
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fficials say a wave of Taliban attacks
in western and northern
Afghanistan the previous day has killed
21 members of the country’s security
forces. Jamshed Shahabi, spokesman
for the governor in western Badghis
province, says the insurgents overran outposts there, killing six policemen.
Council member Shamsul Haq
Baeakzai in northern Baghlan province
says seven members of the local police

force were killed there, also on
Wednesday.
And in northern Takhar province,
council member Ruhollah Raufi says
eight policemen were gunned down.
The attacks left another 23 members
of the security forces wounded. The
Taliban have claimed responsibility for
all the attacks. The insurgents carry out
near-daily attacks on Afghan troops,
inflicting heavy loses. In response, the
Government in Kabul no longer releases official casualty figures.

³GX9X]_X]VbPXScWPccWT
[TVXcX\PcTXbbdTbaPXbTSQh
cWT3?A:PaTaXVWcUd[
ST\P]SbP]ScWPcWTUd[[h
PVaTTbcWPccWT3?A:´b
aTPb^]PQ[TX]cTaTbcb
bW^d[SQTYdbc[haTb^[eTS´
“Xi Jinping said that the
legitimate issues raised by the
DPRK are rightful demands
and that he fully agrees that the
DPRK’s reasonable interests
should be justly resolved,” it said.
It added that Xi accepted an
invitation by Kim to visit the
North “at a convenient time”
and “informed him of related
plans”.
It would be Xi’s first trip to
Pyongyang since he took power
in 2012. But it is not the first
time Pyongyang has said Xi has
accepted such an invitation -- it
did so in March last year after
Kim went to Beijing for the first
time as leader, but Xi has yet to
make a return journey.
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C^d[^dbT5aP]RT)CfT]chcf^
_T^_[TfTaTX]YdaTScf^
bTaX^db[hfWT]PUXaTbfT_c
cWa^dVWP]P_Pac\T]cQdX[SX]V
X]cWTb^dcWfTbcTa]5aT]RWRXch
^UC^d[^dbTcWTUXaTbTaeXRTc^[S
05?^]CWdabSPh?Pac^UcWT
U^dabc^aThQdX[SX]VR^[[P_bTS
P]SVdTbcbUa^\P]TXVWQ^daX]V
W^cT[fTaTP[b^TePRdPcTSbPXS
UXaT[XTdcT]P]cR^[^]T[Bh[ePX]
6TaVPdS°CWTUXaTb_aTPSeTah
`dXRZ[hcWa^dVWcWT[XUcbWXUc±WT
bPXSCf^UXaT\T]fTaTP\^]V
cWTRPbdP[cXTb
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:PcW\P]Sd) 0"$hTPa^[S
=T_P[Xf^\P]P]SWTacf^b^]b
WPeTSXTSaT_^acTS[hSdTc^
bdUU^RPcX^]PUcTacWThb_T]cP
]XVWcX]PfX]S^f[TbbWdcPb
_Pac^UPQP]]TS_aPRcXRTcWPc
R^]bXSTabf^\T]d]c^dRWPQ[T
SdaX]V\T]bcadPcX^]PRR^aSX]V
c^P\TSXPaT_^acCWTX]RXST]c
WP__T]TSX]=T_P[³b1PYdaP
SXbcaXRcfWT]0\QP1^W^aP
fW^fPb^]cWTU^dacWSPh^U
WTa_TaX^S^]CdTbSPh]XVWc
WPSSX]]TafXcWWTacf^b^]b
PVTS(P]S !P]S[PcTafT]cc^
cWTWdcc^b[TT_fXcWPUXaT]TPa
c^ZTT_cWTWdcfPa\cWT
:PcW\P]Sd?^bcaT_^acTS
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7KHQHZ%LOOKDVRSHQHGD3DQGRUD¶VER[&DQWKH
2SSRVLWLRQZUHVWWKHSUHSROOQDUUDWLYHIURPWKH%-3\HW"
OHDUO\ WKH 2SSRVLWLRQ KDV EHHQ
VWXPSHGE\WKH%-3·VJRRJO\LQWKH
IRUPRIWKHTXRWD%LOOIRUHFRQRPL
FDOO\ZHDNHUFODVVHVZKLFKLVDOOVHWWR
EHFRPHDNH\QDUUDWLYHRIWKH/RN6DEKD
SROOVZLWKRXWWKHJRYHUQPHQWKDYLQJWRGR
PXFKEXWGDQJOHDQRWKHUFDUURWLQVWHDG$QG
DIDWRQHDWWKDW7RXWHGDVDUHYROXWLRQDU\
FDVWHDJQRVWLFPHDVXUHIRUWKHSRRUWKH
%-3GLGQRWGRDQ\WKLQJRULJLQDOUHDOO\,W
MXVW ERUURZHG VRPHWKLQJ WKDW WKH
2SSRVLWLRQLQFOXGLQJWKH&RQJUHVVFRXOG
QRW YHQWXUH LQWR OHJLVODWLRQZLVH WKRXJK
NHHSLQJ LW SDUW RI WKHLU SURPLVHV DQG
FODLPHGLWDVLWVRZQ,QWKHSURFHVVLWDOVRWUDSSHGSDUWLHVZKLFKH[SUHVVHG
WKHLQWHQWWRGHOLYHUEXWLQRQHPDVWHUVWURNHUHGXFHGWKHLUSURPLVHWRHPSW\UKHWRULF
DQGOHIWWKHPZLWKQRRSWLRQEXWWRSDVVWKH%LOOLQWKH5DM\D6DEKD:KRZDQWV
WRDSSHDUDQWLSRRUZKHQJDULELKDWDR KDVEHHQDEDQQHUFDPSDLJQRIHWHUQDO
VXQVKLQHWKURXJKWKHGHFDGHVIRUDOOSROLWLFDOSDUWLHVFRQFHUQHG"2EYLRXVO\WKH
2SSRVLWLRQFDQQRZFRXQWRQWKHMXGLFLDU\IRUVWDOOLQJWKHTXRWDRQJURXQGVWKDW
LWEUHDFKHVWKHSHUFHQWUHVHUYDWLRQEDUULHUVHWE\WKH6XSUHPH&RXUWDQG
WKDWHFRQRPLFFULWHULDDORQHGRQ·WTXLWHPDNHWKHFXWXQOHVVVHHQLQWRWDOLW\ZLWK
VRFLDOKLVWRULHV%XWWKH%-3FOHDUO\KDVQRWKLQJWRORVHDVLWKDVVFRUHGDPXFK
QHHGHGOHJLVODWLYHZLQDQGDQLPSOLHGEHQHILWIRULWVFRUHXSSHUFDVWHYRWHEDVH
(YHQWKH7'3RI$QGKUD3UDGHVKDQG756RI7HODQJDQDGHVSLWHEHLQJWKHRQO\
WZRSDUWLHVLQWKHFRXQWU\UXQQLQJVSHFLDOFRUSRUDWLRQVIRUPLQRULW\%UDKPLQV
IRUWZR\HDUVQRZFRXOGQ·WPDNHSROLWLFDOFDSLWDORXWRIWKHLUQRYHOSODQ0RUHRYHU
RQFHWKH\KDYHVXSSRUWHGWKHSDVVDJHRIWKH%LOOLQSULQFLSOHZKDWIDFHZRXOG
WKH\KDYHLQFULWLFLVLQJLW"7KLVLVWKHGLOHPPDWKDWWKH2SSRVLWLRQLVFXUUHQWO\
FDXJKWLQ+RZHYHULWLVKRSLQJWKDWWKHFDVFDGLQJGHEDWHRYHUSDUWLFXODULWLHV
WKHMXGLFLDOLQWHUYHQWLRQDQGWKHUDWKHULOORJLFDODQGDUELWUDU\DVVXPSWLRQVLQWKH
%LOOZRXOGJLYHLWVOHDGHUVDFKDQFHDWPRXQWLQJFRXQWHUFDPSDLJQV
%XWFDQWKHTXRWD%LOOUHDSDQ\WKLQJDWDOO"7KHOHJLVODWLRQXQGRXEWHGO\KDV
EHHQKDVWLO\VHZHGXSZLWKRXWSURSHUGHEDWHDQGGLVFXVVLRQIRULWWREHHIIHF
WLYH(YHQWKH0DQGDO&RPPLVVLRQUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVFDPHDIWHU\HDUVRIVWXG\
DQGLPSDFWDVVHVVPHQW,QWKLV%LOOWKHUHLVQRHPSLULFDOGDWDFROOHFWLRQRUEHQFK
PDUNLQJRIFXWRIIVZKLFKPDNHVLWUDWKHUDPRUSKRXV$OVRWKHUHLVQRGHWDLOLQJ
RQZKHUHDQGE\KRZPXFKZRXOGWKHTXRWDVDSSO\LQKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQDOLQVWL
WXWLRQVDQGMREV7KH2SSRVLWLRQFRXOGGUDZXSDFKDUWHUGHPDQGLQJVSHFLILFV
DQGJRWRWKHSHRSOHUDWKHUWKDQFDOOLQJLWDPHUHMXPODIRUWKHSROOVFRQVLGHU
LQJWKH%-3KDGIDLOHGWRFUHDWHWZRFURUHMREVSHU\HDUDVSURPLVHGLQ
7KRXJKRXUHFRQRP\FDQSXOOXSDGHFHQWJURZWKUDWHMREFUHDWLRQLVVWLOODWLWV
ORZHVWZLWKDPDQXIDFWXULQJSXVKKDUGO\GHOLYHULQJWKHUHVXOW$OVRZKDWRIH[LVW
LQJHGXFDWLRQDODQGMRETXRWDVWKDWUHPDLQXQIXOILOOHG"$OWKRXJKWKH%-3KDV
SURPLVHG&HQWUDOLQVWLWXWHVLQFOXGLQJ,,0DQG,,7VDQDGGLWLRQDOODNKVHDWV
IRUDKLJKHUVWXGHQWLQWDNHZRXOGWKHUHEHHQRXJKDYDLODEOHWDOHQWWRTXDOLI\JLYHQ
WKHPHULWRULRXVQDWXUHRIWKHVHLQVWLWXWLRQV"2UZRXOGQRERG\WDONDERXWPHUL
WRFUDF\DQ\PRUHFRQVLGHULQJWKDWDOPRVWSHUFHQWRIWKHSRSXODWLRQKDVEHHQ
FRYHUHGE\WKHPDUNHUVRIWKHQHZELOODQGWKHUH·VQRJHQHUDOFDWHJRU\OHIWZKRVH
KXUWIHHOLQJVQHHGWREHDVVXDJHG6RPHSDUWLHVOLNHWKH6DPDMZDGL3DUW\DUH
GHPDQGLQJSURSRUWLRQDOTXRWDVZLWK5DP*RSDO<DGDYLQVLVWLQJWKHFDWHJRU\IRU
2%&VEHHQKDQFHGWRSHUFHQWNHHSLQJLQPLQGWKHLQFUHDVHLQWKHLUSRSX
ODWLRQVLQFHWKHJRYHUQPHQWKDGGHFLGHGWREUHDNWKHSHUFHQWEDUULHUDQ\
ZD\7KH%63LVDVNLQJZK\WKH1'$GLGQRWQRWLQWURGXFHDQRWKHUDPHQGPHQW
WRLQWURGXFHUHVHUYDWLRQLQSURPRWLRQLWVORQJSHQGLQJGHPDQG0HDQZKLOHWKH
7ULQDPRRO&RQJUHVVLVTXHVWLRQLQJWKHCODNKSHU\HDULQWKHTXRWDELOOVD\LQJ
LWVWUDLJKWDZD\PRYHVWKHSRYHUW\OLQHWRCDGD\DQGPDNHVWKHWD[SD\HU
DQ\ERG\HDUQLQJPRUHWKDQCODNKSHUDQQXPKDVWRSD\WD[HV SRRULQD
EOXQGHURXVVZDWKHRISRSXOLVP7KHQWKHCODNKFXWRIILVWKHVDPHIRU2%&V
DQGWKHFUHDP\OD\HUDPRQJWKHP7KLVIODWSODQHFULWHULDPHDQVWKDWWKHXSSHU
FDVWHSRRUZRXOGHDVLO\EHSUHIHUUHG7KHUHDOFKDOOHQJHIRU2SSRVLWLRQSDUWLHV
LVWRFRDOHVFHWKHLUSRLQWVDQGH[SRVHWKHMXPODWKH%LOOFDQEHFRPHUDWKHUWKDQ
DSSHDUDVFOHYHUQLWSLFNHUV

4RcVVcdfZTZUV

3DQG\DVSRNHH[DFWO\OLNHPRVWHQWLWOHGDWKOHWHVDFURVVWKH
ZRUOGGRXQOHVVWKH\KDYHKDGSXEOLFVSHDNLQJWUDLQLQJ

$

\RXQJ PDQ ZKR PDNHV D ORW RI
PRQH\SOD\LQJSURIHVVLRQDOVSRUWVKDV
RXWGDWHGYLHZVDERXWZRPHQDQGWUHDWV
WKHPOLNHSOD\WKLQJV7KLVUHDOO\VKRXOGQRW
EHVXUSULVLQJ:KHWKHULWLV+DUGLN3DQG\DRU
DQ\QXPEHURI\RXQJIRRWEDOOHUVRU$PHULFDQ
SURIHVVLRQDOVSRUWVDWKOHWHVLWZRXOGKDUG
O\VXUSULVHDQ\RQH:KDWLVXQH[SHFWHGLVWKDW
WKH\RXQJPDQLVVWXSLGHQRXJKWRPDNH
LQVHQVLWLYH FRPPHQWV RQ D SXEOLF IRUXP
3DQG\D·VHPSOR\HUVDQGSXEOLFLVWVKDYHIDLOHG
EDGO\LQQRWVHQVLWLVLQJWKH\RXQJPDQDERXW
KRZKHVKRXOGWDONDQGGHYHORSWKHVXFFHVVIXODELOLW\WRGLVFRQQHFWKLVSULPRU
GLDOEUDLQFHOOVIURPKLVPRXWKZLWKRXWDOD\HURIFRQWURO,I3DQG\DGLVFRYHUV
WKDWDOOWKLVKDVFRVWKLPVSRQVRUVDQGFUHGLELOLW\KHZLOOKDYHOHDUQWKLVOHVVRQV
%XWKHVKRXOGKDYHEHHQJLYHQOHVVRQVRQVRFLDOHWLTXHWWHDQGSROLWLFDOFRUUHFW
QHVVHDUOLHU7KH%RDUGRI&RQWUROIRU&ULFNHWLQ,QGLD %&&, VKRXOGWDNHDSDUW
RIWKHEODPHIRUWKLV7KH,QGLDQ3UHPLHU/HDJXH ,3/ KDVPDGHYHU\ULFKPHQ
RXWRIKXQGUHGVRI\RXQJ,QGLDQFULFNHWHUVDQGXQIRUWXQDWHO\\RXQJPHQZKR
KDYHVXGGHQO\KLWWKHMDFNSRWFDQQRWEHH[SHFWHGWRVSHDNDQGDFWOLNHPDWXUH
SHRSOH,WLVLPSRUWDQWWKHUHIRUHWRWHDFKWKHVH\RXQJPHQKRZWREHKDYH2QH
FDQQRWH[SHFWWKLVWRKDSSHQDXWRPDWLFDOO\EXWWKHVH\RXQJPDOHDWKOHWHVRXJKW
WREHWDXJKWDERXWWKHULVNVRIDFWLQJOLNHWHHQDJHGHOLQTXHQWVLQSXEOLFLQDQDJH
RILQVWDQWVRFLDOPHGLDXSGDWHVFDPHUDVDQGYLGHRV7KH,3/KDVDOVRPDGH
FHOHEULWLHVRIPDQ\FULFNHWHUVDQGQRWWKHIHZZKRSOD\IRUWKH,QGLDQQDWLRQDO
VLGH2IFRXUVHWKLVGRHVQRWSUHFOXGHWKHIDFWWKDWSDUHQWVDQGVFKRROVKDYH
DUROHWRSOD\LQWKLVDVZHOO
$VIRUWKHWHOHYLVLRQKRVWZKRLVGUDZLQJVRPHIODNIRUDVNLQJ¶OHDGLQJ·TXHV
WLRQVKHGLGWKHMRERIDJRRGWHOHYLVLRQKRVWZKRLVREYLRXVO\WU\LQJWRJHWKLV
JXHVWVWRPDNHFRQWURYHUVLDOVWDWHPHQWV,QWKDWUHJDUGKHGLGQRWKLQJZURQJ
DQGSRLQWLQJILQJHUVDWKLPLVOLNHEODPLQJWKHPHVVHQJHU,ID\RXQJPDQLVVWX
SLGHQRXJKWREHLQGLVFUHHWWKDWLVKLVFDOO<RXQJDWKOHWHVKDYHWHPSWDWLRQVDURXQG
WKHPDQGWKH\RIWHQIDOOLQWRWKLVWUDS7KH\FDQOHDUQDOHVVRQIURPWKHLUVHQLRUV
ZKRGHVSLWHWKHRFFDVLRQDOERQHKHDGHGVWDWHPHQWDOPRVWDOZD\VVD\WKHULJKW
WKLQJ7KLVLVDOVRLPSRUWDQWEHFDXVHPDQ\RWKHUFKLOGUHQORRNXSWRWKHVHSOD\
HUVDVUROHPRGHOVDQGPLPLFWKHP
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he ‘Free Hugs Campaign’ is a social
movement that involves individuals who offer hugs to other people
to showcase the power of a random
act of kindness. The movement is
motivated by the phrase ‘sometimes a hug is
all you need’. Foreign policy is a broad term
used to describe the approach/strategy of one
country vis-à-vis the other or a union representing countries, for example, the European
Union. The two statements mentioned above
may seem incongruous but Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s practice of ‘hugplomacy’ with
India’s neighbours and friends, while tackling
the nuanced area of foreign policy, makes both
these statements relevant. Unfortunately,
since foreign policy and the arena of international relations are serious matters, this is one
of those times where a hug may not be enough.
In this week’s column, I will examine how the
Prime Minister’s foreign policy has been a failure and will talk in detail how the significant
investments behind the Prime Minister’s jet
setting ways have not really borne any tangible results.
The amount spent on Prime Minister
Modi’s foreign trips is about C2,021 crore,
which dwarfs the C1,346 crore spent on foreign trips during former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh’s term from 2009-2014.
Therefore, purely relying on numbers and the
sheer amount spent on foreign trips, one can
reasonably say that foreign policy appears to
be an area of focus of Prime Minister Modi.
But let us evaluate what fruits this investment
has borne. As stated above, while foreign policy has no clear definition or boundary, this
column, too, is limited by word constraint and,
therefore, I will evaluate three heads: Economic
prowess, strategic capability and how other
world leaders view the Indian Government.
On the issue of economic prowess,
reports are not encouraging. A popular metric to measure the economic success of a
Government’s foreign policy is the amount of
foreign direct investment (FDI) that a country receives. In the financial year 2017-18, the
increase in FDI stood at a five year low of three
per cent and there is a growing concern
among foreign investors about India. The
buck must surely fall with the Prime Minister.
This concern among foreign investors is
inspired by the overarching approach of this
Government to discard expertise in favour of
image-management. Repeatedly, questions
have been raised about the manner in which
the ruling Government has changed and how
should growth be measured, which has
flummoxed even the best statisticians and
economists.
In order to encourage foreign investment,
it is imperative that the Government provides
accurate numbers about the status of the
Indian economy so that at the very least,
investors understand what they are getting into.
The moment doubts arise about the authenticity of the numbers published by a
Government, it will inevitably lead to hesitation and trepidation among potential investors.

The Government’s colourful approach to numbers is not
the only cause for concern.
The economic catastrophe, ie,
demonetisation, is yet another
example that reflects the unreliable, ill-thought out and
unpredictable approach of the
Government that has done
great damage to India’s story.
The past few years of this
Government were littered with
examples of an approach that
aggressively countered expertise
with compliance. Just take the
resignation of two Reserve Bank
of India Governors in the past
four years as an example or the
nomination of mere yes-men to
positions that demand integrity and expertise. All of these
instances are only a few examples as to why foreign investors
are hesitant about the Indian
economy.
Another area of foreign policy where Prime Minister Modi
has missed a trick is strategic
prowess. In this context, it will be
relevant to note that there are
certain interesting developments
in the world that India has failed
to take advantage of. For example, the past few years has seen
a clear deterioration of the relationship between China and
the United States, especially with
respect to trade. Since China is
a manufacturing hub that services a number of requirements
of the American economy, this
dispute between the two countries could have been a boon for
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India where it had an opportunity to showcase its own prowess
so as to fill the void that would
exist due to the present stand-off
between the US and China.
Instead, what we have seen
is the US looking to other countries to fulfill its requirements
and a deterioration of the relationship between it and India.
The clearest example of this has
been the postponement of the
‘2+2 dialogue’ between the US
and India for the third consecutive time (the ‘2+2 dialogue’ is
a mechanism where two countries’ defence and external affairs
ministries discuss among other
things the scope for strategic
partnerships).
Another way in which the
success of a Government’s foreign policy is gauged is by the
manner in which other world
leaders view our Government.
The term ‘diplomacy’ implies
that this determination can rarely
be made on the basis of explicit
statements or acts but rather have
to be inferred. While the BJP was
extremely proud to talk about
having a leader with a 56-inch
chest, this arrogance has had to
take a beating over the past few
years. The most obvious example is that of the surgical strikes,
where in order to win political
points, the BJP created noise and
celebrated victory about a tactical strike, despite the fact that
such strike acts have taken place
a number of times in the past
without the same cries of victo-
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ry or celebration.
It was inevitable then that
the Prime Minister and this
Government has been a lot
more coy and sheepish while facing uncomfortable questions
about Chinese incursions in
Doklam. Celebrating premature
victories and appropriating the
brave acts of soldiers for winning
political points presents an
opportunity to other countries to
push back a Government that is
already on the back foot, domestically, because it has presented
a less than accurate picture of its
might.
This coupled with the recent
examples of how President
Trump belittled the massive
contribution of India in
Afghanistan and how our relationship with our neighbours has
suffered due to the aggressive, illthought foreign policy of this
Government, shows that when
Plan A, ie an aggressive foreign
policy fails, the Prime Minister
and his Government do not have
a Plan B which involves tact or
diplomacy.
Richard Haass, a famous
diplomat, once said, “Success in
foreign policy, as in carpentry,
requires the right tools for the
job.” On the basis of the past few
years, it appears that the Prime
Minister only has one tool in his
pocket and it has not really done
the job.
(The writer is Jharkhand
PCC president, former MP and
IPS officer. Views are personal)
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Quota politics” (January 9).
Universally, communism had
been accused of being an ideology that was predicated on distribution of poverty and not on the
creation of wealth. That China
could break out of this mould to
carve out an enviable economy
should be an enduring lesson for
all. Despite this fact, our law-makers have chosen to burn the midnight oil on ‘quota-communism’
and have passed the Bill with
greater alacrity than increasing
their own remuneration. One only
wishes our leaders had all pooled
their time and effort on the present
state of persisting joblessness.
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai

6_Sec_^gU\VQbU
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Quota politics” (January 9).
Since poverty is not the sole preserve of the ‘lower’ castes and
being creamy is not the monopoly of ‘upper’ castes only, in the
prevailing caste-obsessed realities, extension of reservation for
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@\QiY^Wd_dXUWQ\\UbiRU^UVYdc^_^U
UUXa\PcXeTPRcX^]XbX\_TaPcXeTU^acWTd_[XUc^UcWTd]STa
_aXeX[TVTSP]ScWTQPRZfPaS1dcXcbW^d[SQT_aT\XbTS
^]T[X\X]PcX]Vb^daRTb^UcP]VXQ[TSXbPSeP]cPVTU^acWT
X]cT]STSQT]TUXRXPaXTbP]S]^c^]_^[XcXRP[R^]bXSTaPcX^]b8c
XbR^\\^]d]STabcP]SX]VcWPcRPbcTQPbTSaTbTaePcX^]bWPeT
QTR^\TPR^]eT]XT]cc^^[c^cWXb\P[PSh\^aTQTRPdbT^U
cWT_^[XcXRP[b^[XSPaXchcWThT]R^daPVTP]S[TbbU^acWTb^RXP[
QT]TUXcbcWTh^UUTaCWT1X[[VdPaP]cTTX]V _TaRT]c`d^cP
X]TSdRPcX^]P]ST\_[^h\T]cc^cWTTR^]^\XRP[[hfTPZTa
bTRcX^]bX]cWTVT]TaP[RPcTV^ahbW^fbcWTX]PQX[Xch^U^da
_^[XcXRP[R[Pbbc^caP]bRT]S_Pa^RWXP[_^[XcXRP[X]cTaTbcb8cXb
d]U^acd]PcTcWPccWT=306^eTa]\T]ccWa^dVWXcbd]P_^[^
VTcXR_^[XcXRP[\P]^TdeaTXbcahX]Vc^RaTPcTP]d]TPbh_Pa
XchQTcfTT]cWTb^RXP[[hQPRZfPaSR[PbbTbP]ScWTXaTR^]^\
XRP[[hfTPZBPePa]PR^d]cTa_PacbQhSTUX]X]VPaQXcaPahT[XVX
QX[XchRaXcTaXPATbTaePcX^]bfX[[^][haTX]U^aRTTgXbcX]V_aTY
dSXRTbP]SbcTaT^ch_TbPVPX]bccWTQT]TUXRXPahVa^d_b
8cXbcX\TcWT6^eTa]\T]cR^]bXSTaTScWT`d^cPXbbdT
Ua^\P]TVP[XcPaXP]_^X]c^UeXTfP]SPRRT_cTScWTUPRccWPc
aTbTaePcX^]WPbQTR^\TP]TPbha^dcTU^a_^[XcXRXP]bc^PbRT]S
c^_^fTa1T]TUXRXPaXTbc^^aTPRWc^_TRWT[^]bQhR^\_a^
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the economically-weaker section
of the ‘upper’ castes is fair
enough. However, if the concerned authorities, be it at the
Centre or States, are serious
about the welfare of citizens,
they should have ensured the
provision of reservation be
extended to only the financially downtrodden, irrespective of

\XbX]V^]\TaXc0[TeT[_[PhX]VUXT[ScWa^dVWQTccTaTSdRP
cX^]P]ScaPX]X]VP]SPR^]bcP]ceXVX[RP]T]bdaTPRcX^]PVPX]bc
cW^bTfW^d]STa\X]TT`dP[XchU^aP[[Pb_a^\XbTSQhcWT
2^]bcXcdcX^]CWT6^eTa]\T]cbW^d[S]^cbTcP_aTRTST]cU^a
cWTP[[TVTSSXbPSeP]cPVTSVa^d_bX]^cWTa_Pacb^UcWTR^d]
cahQhbdRRd\QX]Vc^d]aTPb^]PQ[TST\P]Sb8cbW^d[S[^^Z
PcP]TeXST]RTQPbTSP__a^PRWcWPcX]R[dSTb\d[cX_[TSX\T]
bX^]b^USXbPSeP]cPVTbcWPcX]R[dSTQdcPaT]^c[X\XcTSc^RPbcT
P]S^aTR^]^\XRVa^d]Sb
BWaThP]b9PX]
3T[WX

their demographic background.
But ours is a country where people are not compassionate
towards the poor or the downtrodden. Things that sell like hot
cake are religion, race, language,
caste, sub-caste and tribe.
Thanks to such laggard mindset,
with every passing day, India is
only getting fragmented.

It is, therefore, not surprising that instead of ensuring
welfare of the citizens, our political class as well as Governments
act as a messiah for select demographic groups even as some
zealous leaders immerse in
cheap parochial quota politics.
Kajal Chatterjee
Kolkata

<Ucc_^cY^fUbTYSd
Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Lameduck CBI” (January 10).
The Supreme Court’s judgment
reinstating CBI Director Alok
Verma is a reminder to the highest
and the powerful that blatant interference with the institutions created by the legislature or the
Constitution will not be tolerated.
The court dismissed the superfluous arguments advanced by the
learned Attorney General and
warned him that he should not
always toe the line of the
Government without any reason.
This judgement is a slap on the face
of both the Central Vigilance
Commission and the Modi
Government’s autocratic midnight
coup. Even then, the silver line of
this CBI versus CBI fight is that the
country and its investigative body
remains lucky that it will not be
headed by the corrupt. This may be
the last golden opportunity for the
Modi Government to bring back
lost credibility, public trust and institutional autonomy into governance.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\
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KHVXPPHURIZDVVLPPHULQJLQPRUHZD\VWKDQRQH
7KH GHFLVLRQ WR LPSOHPHQW WKH FRQWURYHUVLDO 0DQGDO
&RPPLVVLRQUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVOHGWRZLGHVSUHDGDJLWDWLRQ
$V\RXQJVWXGHQWVDVSLULQJWRMRLQWKHHOLWH,QGLDQ&LYLO6HUYLFHV
PDQ\RIXVIHOWWKDWLWZDVDEUXWDODVVDXOWRQRXURSSRUWXQLWLHV
UHJUHVVLYHDQGDGHVSHUDWHSOR\E\WKHWKHQ3ULPH0LQLVWHU93
6LQJKWRODWFKRQWRDSODQNWKDWZRXOGHQVXUHKLVVXUYLYDO:KLOH
'HOKLERLOHGOLWHUDOO\DJLWDWLRQJULSSHGODUJHSDUWVRIQRUWK,QGLD
$QJHUZDVHQRUPRXVDQGVSLOOHGRYHUWRWKHVWUHHWV³LWZDVD
PDVVSURWHVWRIDQJXLVKDQGUHMHFWLRQRISRSXOLVWSROLWLFV7KLUW\
HLJKW\HDUVODWHUZKHQDQHZSURYLVLRQKDVEHHQPDGHWRDOORZ
SHUFHQWUHVHUYDWLRQLQMREVDQGHGXFDWLRQIRUWKHHFRQRPL
FDOO\EDFNZDUGSHRSOHLQXQUHVHUYHGFDWHJRU\WKHPRRGLVWKDW
RIMXVWLFHGRQHSURWHVWVDUHFRQILQHGWRWKRVHZKRKDYHSXU
VXHGDUHJUHVVLYHSROLWLFDOLGHRORJ\,QGLDKDVPRYHGRQ7KH
ZDUPWKRIVRFLDOHQJLQHHULQJWRRORIUHVHUYDWLRQWRWKRVHZKR
QHHGLWKDVVXEVXPHGWKHFKLOORI-DQXDU\
)RUPDQ\RIXVZKRJUHZXS\RXQJDQGZHUHLQDZHRIDSUR
JUHVVLYHQRQFRQYHQWLRQDO3ULPH0LQLVWHU5DMLY*DQGKL936LQJK
ZDVDQLFRQLFRSSRUWXQLVW'HVSHUDWHWRODWFKRQWRDWXUIWKDWKH
KDGVFDOHGZLWKVKUHZGSROLWLFDOPDQRHXYUHVDQGE\UDLVLQJDSLWFK
RIKRQHVW\LQWKHZDNHRI%RIRUVPXUPXUV6LQJKVHQVHGWKH0DQGDO
&RPPLVVLRQUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDVDWRROWKDWZRXOGFHPHQWKLVVKDN\
SROLWLFDOVWDQGLQJ+HEHFDPHWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHULQDIWHUD
UHJLRQDOFRDOLWLRQRISROLWLFDOSDUWLHVFDOOHGWKH1DWLRQDO)URQWZRQ
WKHJHQHUDOHOHFWLRQHDUQLQJDVLPSOHPDMRULW\3DUWLHVOLNHWKH%-3
DQGWKH&3,VXSSRUWHGWKH1DWLRQDO)URQWIURPRXWVLGHDQG6LQJK
ZDVGUDPDWLFDOO\LQVWDOOHGDVWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHUFDXVLQJVHYHUHKHDUW
EXUQLQ&KDQGUD6KHNKDUZKRWRRDVSLUHGWRRFFXS\WKHVORW:LWKLQ
GD\VRIWDNLQJRYHU6LQJKIDFHGDKXJHFULVLVZKHQWKHGDXJKWHU
RIKLV+RPH0LQLVWHU0XIWL0RKDPPDG6D\HHGZDVNLGQDSSHG
DQGWKH*RYHUQPHQWKDGWRUHOHDVHGUHDGHGPLOLWDQWVLQH[FKDQJH
6HQVLQJKLVGZLQGOLQJSROLWLFDOIRUWXQHVVRRQHUWKDQKHKDGDQWLF
LSDWHG6LQJKHPEUDFHGWKH0DQGDO&RPPLVVLRQE\FKDPSLRQLQJ
WKHFDXVHRIUHVHUYDWLRQDQGSURMHFWLQJKLPVHOIDVDPHVVLDKRI
VRFLDOMXVWLFHIRUWKHEDFNZDUGFODVVHVGHVSLWHKHFRPLQJIURPWKH
XSSHUFDVWH+HQRWLILHGWKHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIWKHFRPPLVVLRQ·V
VXJJHVWLRQVWKDWZRXOGJUDQWSHUFHQWUHVHUYDWLRQLQMREVLQ8QLRQ
*RYHUQPHQWDQGSXEOLFVHFWRUXQGHUWDNLQJVWRPHPEHUVRIWKH2WKHU
%DFNZDUG&ODVVHV7KHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVVHFWLRQRIWKH5HSRUW
UHDG´$VWKH&RPPLVVLRQKDGFRQFOXGHGWKDWSHUFHQWRIWKH
FRXQWU\·VSRSXODWLRQFRPSULVHG2%&VLWLQLWLDOO\DUJXHGWKDWWKHSHU
FHQWDJHRIUHVHUYDWLRQVLQSXEOLFVHUYLFHVIRUEDFNZDUGFODVVHVVKRXOG
DOVRPDWFKWKDWILJXUH+RZHYHUDVWKLVZRXOGKDYHJRQHDJDLQVW
WKHHDUOLHUMXGJPHQWRIWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWZKLFKKDGODLGGRZQ
WKDWUHVHUYDWLRQRISRVWVPXVWEHEHORZSHUFHQWWKHSURSRVHG
UHVHUYDWLRQIRU2%&VKDGWREHIL[HGDWDILJXUHZKLFKZKHQDGGHG
WRSHUFHQWIRU6&VDQG67VUHPDLQVEHORZWKHFDSRISHU
FHQW,QYLHZRIWKLVOHJDOFRQVWUDLQWWKH&RPPLVVLRQZDVREOLJHG
WRUHFRPPHQGDUHVHUYDWLRQRISHUFHQWRQO\IRUEDFNZDUGFDVWHVµ
7KHSHUFHQWILJXUHZDVFHUWDLQO\IODZHGDQGPDQ\DOOHJHGWKDW
WKH&HQVXVGDWDZDVFRPSURPLVHGE\SDUWLVDQSROLWLFV
$ORQJZLWKZLGHVSUHDGSURWHVWVWKHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDOVRWULJ
JHUHGDQLQWHQVHLQWHOOHFWXDOGHEDWHZLWKPDQ\VD\LQJWKDWWKHHVWL
PDWHVZHUHSUREOHPDWLF$FFRUGLQJWRWKH1DWLRQDO6DPSOH6XUYH\
²DERXWSHUFHQWRIWKHFRXQWU\·VSRSXODWLRQFRXOG
EHFDWHJRULVHGDV2%&7KHSURSRUWLRQZRXOGIDOOWRSHUFHQWLI
WKH0XVOLP2%&VZHUHH[FOXGHG$1DWLRQDO)DPLO\+HDOWK6WDWLVWLFV
VXUYH\SXWWKHSURSRUWLRQRIQRQ0XVOLP2%&VDVSHU
FHQW,QIDFW/51DLNWKHRQO\6FKHGXOHG&DVWHVPHPEHULQWKH
&RPPLVVLRQUHIXVHGWRVLJQWKH0DQGDOUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDUJX
LQJWKDWLQWHUPHGLDWHEDFNZDUGFODVVHVDUHUHODWLYHO\SRZHUIXOZKLOH
GHSUHVVHGEDFNZDUGFODVVHVRUPRVWEDFNZDUGFODVVHV 0%&V
UHPDLQHFRQRPLFDOO\PDUJLQDOLVHG7KHSHUFHQWUHVHUYDWLRQSRO
LF\KDVUHFHLYHGZLGHVSUHDGVXSSRUWEDUULQJVRPHQRWLRQDOSROLW
LFDO2SSRVLWLRQ2Q:HGQHVGD\DIWHUWKHWK$PHQGPHQW%LOOZDV
SDVVHGE\WKH5DM\D6DEKD3ULPH0LQLVWHU1DUHQGUD0RGLVDLGLW
ZDV´DYLFWRU\RIVRFLDOMXVWLFHµ+HDGGHGWKDWWKH%LOOZRXOGHQVXUH
´ZLGHUFDQYDVIRU\XYDVKDNWLWRVKRZFDVHWKHLUSURZHVVDQGFRQ
WULEXWHWRZDUGV,QGLD·VWUDQVIRUPDWLRQµ
7KLVSHUKDSVVXPVLWXS7KHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQWKH¶VXPPHU
RIDQGZLQWHURI·LVWKHVWDWHPHQWRILQWHQW:KLOH93
6LQJKZDVDGHVSHUDWH3ULPH0LQLVWHUZDQWLQJWRFUHDWHDQHZFRQ
VWLWXHQF\RIVXSSRUWHUVZKLFKZRXOGHQVXUHKLVVXVWHQDQFHLQRIILFH
0RGL·VDFWLVWKDWRIDVHULHVRIHTXLW\WRROVEHLQJXQOHDVKHGIRUDOO
FODVVHVRISHRSOH:KLOH6LQJK·VRYHUQLJKWHPEUDFHRIWKH0DQGDO
&RPPLVVLRQUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVFDXVHGDVHULRXVVWLUWKHWRRO
LVYLHZHGDVRQHRIGHOD\HGDQGGHVHUYHGMXVWLFHIRUDFODVVRI
SHRSOHZKRVXIIHUHGWKHLJQRPLQ\RIQHJOHFWE\P\RSLFSROLWLFDO
LGHRORJLHV,WSURPLVHVWREULQJSDULW\DQGFRUUHFWVDKLVWRULFDOIROO\
7KHZULWHULVDVWUDWHJLFFRPPXQLFDWLRQVSURIHVVLRQDO

&

&DOHQGDUVFDQIDOOYLFWLPVWRWKHSKHQRPHQRQRIFXOWXUHDQGQDWLRQDOLVP
VXSSODQWLQJDVWURQRPLFDOSULQFLSOHVWKDWOLHDWWKHLUIRXQGDWLRQ
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perusal of the official website of Kumbh Mela, 2019
— hosted by the Prayagraj
Mela Pradhikaran, Uttar
Pradesh — reveals why
this is not a kumbh at all. It mentioned
two celestial alignments under which
Kumbh can be held in Prayagraj
(Allahabad). These are: a) When Jupiter
enters the Aries constellation and the
Sun and the Moon are in Capricorn
constellation, the Kumbh festival is held
at Prayagraj on the new moon day and
b) When the Sun is in Capricorn and
Jupiter moves in to Taurus, the Kumbh
festival is held at Prayagraj.
Jupiter is nowhere close to either
Aries, let alone Taurus at present. The
bulky planet is residing in Scorpio
(vrischik raashi) since October 11,
2018, and will move into Sagittarius
(dhanu raashi) on March 30, 2019,
seven-and-a-half months ahead of its
usual residency period of 13 months
in one sign. Throughout the year, it
will travel back and forth between
Scorpio and Sagittarius several times
— an uncommon though not impossible phenomenon when a planet’s
motion along its orbit is observed
from the Earth against the backdrop
of constellations.
Critics were quick to point out
that the Kumbh Mela was organised
in erstwhile Allahabad (Prayagraj) as
recently as 2013. That was the time
when Jupiter was residing in Taurus.
The 2019 mela should, thus, be
called Ardha Kumbh. But the Yogi
Adityanath Government in Uttar
Pradesh, in an image-building exercise, went overboard to describe it as
Kumbh. Exhibitory Hinduism is not
without its drawback. Ardh Kumbh
no doubt is as conventional as
Kumbh itself. However, on a theoretical premise, it militates against the
concept of Kumbha Yoga. Either a
planetary position exists, or it does
not. Jupiter in Scorpio is Jupiter in
Scorpio. It cannot be expressed in
terms of half or one-fourth of Jupiter
in Taurus or Aries.
The Kumbh Mela is held at four
different locations in India viz,
Haridwar, Prayagraj (Allahabad), Ujjain
and Nasik, under four different kinds
of planetary combinations. Their time
is determined mostly by the position of
planet Jupiter and Sun in different constellations. The name Kumbh is derived
from the sign of Aquarius (kumbha
raashi). But against popular misconception, no planet needs to be positioned
in that sign for the mela to take place,
except in the case of Haridwar.
The beginning of Kumbh or Ardha
Kumbh 2019 coincides with Makar
Sankranti. It refers to transition of the
Sun into the sign of Capricorn (makar

raashi). The event recurs annually
since the Sun transits across the entire
zodiac band once every year, residing
in one sign for a month. Makar
Sankranti is celebrated with fervour
across India, marked by holy dip in
rivers, including the Ganga and water
bodies. Since the solar calendars in
India are actually sidereal rather than
tropical, the month’s beginning is
marked by the entry of the Sun in a new
zodiac sign. The transit point from one
to the other is called Sankranti.
Traditional calendars used in eastern and southern parts of India are
mostly solar. Those used in northern
and western parts are mostly luni-solar
ie lunar calendar with provision for an
intercalary month (adhi-masa) to
bring it at par with solar year. A lunisolar calendar like Vikram Samvat
treats the months as sacrosanct but the
year length as incidental. The months
are coeval with lunation — from
Shukla Pratipada to Amavasya. In sidereal solar calendars, months are as
important as the year. The month
changes as the Sun goes over each of
the 12 divisions of the zodiac.
The Gregorian calendar, by contrast, is tropical by nature. The extent
of the natural year, in a diagrammatic representation, is coeval with greatest limits of the Sun’s declination in the
North and the South. These are
Tropic of Cancer (230 26’12.5”N) in
the North and the Tropic of Capricorn
(230 26’12.5”S) in the South where the
Sun is directly overhead on June 21
and December 22, respectively. For the
northern hemisphere, the date June 21
is summer solstice, signifying the
longest day and December 22 is winter solstice, signifying the shortest day.
They are reversed, like the seasonal
cycle itself, in the southern hemi-
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sphere. The days and nights are equal
(Equinox) on March 21 and
September 21 when the Sun is overhead at noon on the Equator. The
Gregorian calendar functions without
any reference to zodiacal background
or phases of the moon. The two solstices and two equinoxes — all of
them astronomical events — form the
four pillars of the calendar. The proof
of the calendar being in order is that
these events should correspond to
dates specified for them.
The Julian calendar (estd, 45 BC)
had to be corrected by Pope Gregory
XIII in 1582 AD by — dropping 10 days
— because the Spring Equinox had
gradually crawled up to March 11
(same with two Solstices) over a millennium and a half. The Pope brought
in corrective rules of leap year to replace
the ones formulated by Julius Caesar.
The leap years were dropped from the
beginning of the century (00 year)
unless the year was perfectly divisible
by four. Under the new rules, the
Gregorian calendar can go wrong by
one day maximum in 5,000 years, a flaw
that can be rectified by further dropping of leap years once in 1,000 years.
The names of Tropic of Cancer and
Tropic of Capricorn, however, are
reminiscent of the times when the West
tried to interpret a solar event by zodiacal background. This was sometime
before the beginning of the Christian
era. The Tropic of Capricorn was so
named because the Sun used to be in
Capricorn constellation when it came
overhead that line of latitude (230
26’12.5”S). But now due to the axial precession of earth (sometimes referred to
as precession of equinoxes) the Sun
does not reside in the constellation of
Capricorn on Winter Solstice
(December 22). It is still in the constel-

lation of Aquarius. The story follows a
similar script for Tropic of Cancer.
This forms the point of departure
of the Western (now called Gregorian)
calendar from the Indian solar calendars. The Hindus have chosen to preserve the (reference to) constellation,
whereas the West civilisation the reference to tropics. The entry of the Sun
in the constellation of Capricorn
(makar raashi) is celebrated as Makar
Sankranti which occasions annual
Magh Mela and at pre-determined
intervals the Kumbh Mela. But what
is the significance of Makar Sankranti,
that we celebrate it out of 12 possible
Sankrantis during a year? This is
because it is observed as Uttarayan,
when the Sun begins its (half-yearly)
northward journey. It is the beginning
of the day of gods.
But in reality, the Sun is overhead
(at noon) at the southernmost point
of tropic on December 22. It begins
its northward journey on its apparent
path soon afterwards.
It seems plausible that Uttarayan,
which is a tropical phenomenon, and
Makar Sankranti, which is a sidereal
(related to stars or constellation) phenomenon, coincided in time more than
2,000 years ago. It was acceptable to
describe them as being synonymous.
But gradually, due to axial precession
of the earth, they diverged. Thus,
today, coinciding Uttarayan and Makar
Sankranti implies the calendar is going
wrong. This means that the seasons are
shifting as per the Indian solar calendar. Restructuring is called for on the
lines suggested by Calendar Reforms
Committee, 1952.
(The writer is an independent
researcher based in New Delhi.
The views expressed herein are his personal)
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n December, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) came up with a notification requiring banks to mandatorily convert at least 40 per cent of the
sanctioned amount for accounts having fund-based working capital limits
of C150 crore or more to a working capital loan, with effect from April 1, 2019.
As per this, the loan limit will be revised
to 60 per cent. It was introduced with
a view to instill greater credit discipline
among borrowers.
As per RBI data, by the end of June
2018, the number of accounts having
credit limits exceeding C100 crore
stood at around 12,000. The total
amount of credit outstanding between
them was around C26 trillion, indicating an average amount outstanding of
over C200 crore per account. It is important to understand the problem the RBI

is trying to solve through this regulation. Firms can seek working capital
limits far exceeding their requirements, thereby shifting their liquidity
risk to the lending banks. Cash credit
lines involve a commitment of cash on
demand on the bank and allow firms
to dip into this bucket as needed. Banks,
therefore, are forced to invest much of
these committed funds into liquid
assets at low interest rates and incur an
opportunity cost. Besides, since interest is charged on actual use rather than
the committed amount, this facility
allows firms to hedge their cost of borrowing as well.
Another problem that can arise
when banks sanction limits that exceed
firms’ genuine requirements is the possibility of diversion of working capital
funds to finance long-term assets or
towards completely non-business uses.
This increases the probability of default
and these disbursements turning into
NPAs. So the problems that the RBI is
seeking to address are genuine and serious. But can this regulation really
address the issue or is the RBI barking
up a wrong tree?
RBI data show that 83 per cent of

the accounts having more than C100
crore of working capital limits are in the
sub-12 per cent interest rate range and
account for 85 per cent of the total outstanding credit of this category, indicating that majority of large accounts
are good credits. Of course, this
assumes reliable credit ratings by the
CRAs and interest rates on working
capital facilities to be good indicators
of financial health.
Second, the average utilisation
rate of cash credit limits across the
banking sector is 66 per cent with the
6-12 per cent interest rate accounts utilising anywhere between 65-75 per cent
of their limits. This is based on average of balances as at the end of five
quarters — June 2017 to June 2018.
Utilisation of less than 40 per cent is
seen among the riskier accounts attracting higher than 17 per cent rate of interest with varying pattern across bank
categories. This simply means that the
intersection between large accounts and
those with low utilisation is close to negligible. So how will mandating large
accounts having limits of C150 crore
and higher to convert at least 40 per
cent of their limits to a working capi-

tal loan solve the problem of low utilisation? For most of the accounts, it will
simply convert the existing cash credit utilisation to a working capital loan,
at probably the same rate of interest.
Accounts with low utilisation of
less than 40 per cent constitute less than
one per cent of the total number of all
PSBs’ fund-based working capital
accounts as well as limits sanctioned
and belong to the 17 per cent plus
interest rate categories. In the case of
PSBs, such accounts comprise close to
50 per cent of all accounts and about
seven per cent of the limits and
belong to the 20 per cent plus rate of
interest category. Nearly 80 per cent
accounts of foreign banks holding 16
per cent of limits sanctioned show poor
utilisation and belong to the 17 per cent
plus groups.
These accounts are ripe cases for
mis-utilisation of funds and future
NPAs. As they comprise a very small
percentage of the total limits sanctioned
across the banking system, they do not
pose a systemic risk but default in these
accounts might have significant impact
for the individual banks.
While PSBs seem to have been

more prudent with their overall limits
portfolio, they run a concentration risk
— the sanctioned limit per account is
highest in the 16-18 per cent interest
rate category, besides the sub six per
cent category. The private sector and
foreign banks though, have awarded
largest limits to their better clients,
attracting sub 10 per cent interest rates.
This increases the impact of a probable default in these PSB accounts
while the diversified portfolio of private
sector and foreign banks in the risky
category might be a saviour except in
an economy-wide crisis.
Nearly all the 17 per cent plus
interest rate accounts belong to the C10
lakh and below categories, ie MSMEs.
These accounts comprise 76 per cent
of all working capital credit outstanding. The greater than C100 crore
accounts are negligible in this interest
rate bracket — they are less than 250
in number with an average exposure of
C75 crore. Their total amount outstanding accounts for nine per cent of the
banking system’s, definitely not an
insignificant proportion from a default
risk perspective. So is the RBI regulation meant for these 250 to 300

accounts? Shouldn’t there be a more
practical and probably effective solution for individual banks to simply
identify these accounts and discipline
them? Besides, this regulation will do
nothing to rein in the smaller accounts
discussed earlier that are also culprits
in this problem.
Another risk of implementing this
regulation is adverse selection leading
to the possibility of misuse of funds to
become a reality. Good accounts are
either already utilising more than 60 per
cent of their limits or will not mind
reducing their fund limits as they are
confident of getting them enhanced
when the need arises. It is the riskier
accounts that would not like to let go
of a sanctioned limit in hand and if 40
per cent of it has to be mandatorily
drawn down, these funds are very likely to make their way into long-term
assets funding, risky financial assets, or
worse, completely diverted out of the
business. By using a cannon to kill a few
flies, albeit poisonous ones, the regulation may just encourage the type of
behaviour it is trying to prevent.
(The writer is Assistant Professor,
Accounting & Finance, MDI, Gurgaon)
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least two Indian soldiers,
a senior Army
Atincluding
officer received injuries in fresh
incident of ceasefire violation
along the Line of Control in
Manjakote sector of Rajouri on
Thursday.
In response, the Indian
Army retaliated strongly and
gave a befitting reply to the
Pakistan Army.
Defence spokesman in
Jammu confirmed, another
incident of ceasefire violation
was reported in the forward
areas of Manjakote in Rajouri
on Thursday.
Official sources claimed,
two soldiers, injured in the
cross border firing were safely
evacuated to a nearby hospital
where they are undergoing
treatment. “Their condition
was stated to be stable till the
time of filing the report", official sources said.
For last couple of days
Pakistan army is indulging in
blatant ceasefire violations in
the region and provoking
strong retaliation.
Large number of border
residents in frontier districts of
Rajouri and Poonch, living in
the direct line of enemy fire,
have been adversely affected by
the random incidents of firing.
The border residents have
been regularly pleading before
the Governors' administration
to expedite construction of
bunkers in the forward villages
to ensure their safety.
Issue of absence of ambulances in the worst affected
areas has been raised by the
local residents but so far adequate measures have not been

taken in some of the forward
areas witnessing heavy
exchange of cross border
shelling.

Local reports claimed,
Pakistan army on the other side
of the line of control has been
initiating ceasefire violations

with a view to facilitate infiltrators to cross and give them
cover to cross across the line of
control.

Chennai: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday that the BJP is open
to alliances and cherished its
old friends, in a hint that it was
looking to strengthen the NDA
in Tamil Nadu ahead the Lok
Sabha elections.
Slamming Congress for its
"arrogance" and slighting
regional parties, Modi said
that the party was haughty
enough to say that they would
spring a "surprise" despite having none to rub shoulders with
in Uttar Pradesh.
In an interaction with party
booth-level workers from five
districts in Tamil Nadu through
video conferencing, he recalled
the "successful coalition politics" ushered in by former
Prime Minister, the late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee in the 1990s

and said the BJP's doors were
"always open".
"...20 years ago the visionary leader Atal ji brought in a
new culture in Indian politics,
that of successful coalition politics.
He gave utmost importance to regional aspirations...
BJP has followed the way Atal
ji has shown us," Modi said.
The Prime Minister, in the
fourth interaction with party
workers in the state, was
responding to questions from
a worker on whether the BJP
would ally with AIADMK,
DMK or Tamil superstar
Rajinikanth, who is yet to form
his political party.
The BJP had fought the
2014 Lok Sabha elections in
Tamil Nadu leading a six-party
alliance comprising smaller

parties, including the DMDK,
the PMK and Vaiko-led
MDMK, and won two of the 39
seats — one each by the saffron
party and PMK.
However, all five parties
snapped ties with the BJP later.
The Prime Minister said a
strong NDA was "an article of
faith for us".
"It is not a compulsion.
Even when the BJP won a
strong majority on its own, we
preferred to run the government with our allies. We cherish our old friends and our
doors are always open for parties," Modi said.
However, Congress had
"ill-treated" regional parties, he
said, adding "What Atal ji did
was in direct contrast to the
Congress which has never cared
for regional aspirations. PTI
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Srinagar: The Army has a range
of options to exercise against the
continued infiltration from
across the Line of Control (LoC)
in Jammu & Kashmir to give a
befitting reply to Pakistan, a top
Army commander said on
Thursday.
"It (infiltration) has carried on… We have a range of
options that are available to the
Indian Army and depending on
the situation and depending on
what is the effect that we desire,
we decide on whatever option
has to be exercised," Army
commander,
Northern
Command, Lt Gen Ranbir

Singh told reporters at Gulmarg
— 55 kms from here.
Lt Gen Singh was talking to
the media after inaugurating the
Gulmarg Winter Youth Festival
at the famous ski-resort in
north Kashmir's Baramulla district.
He said ceasefire violations
on the LoC was a ploy by the
Pakistani army to push the
infiltrators into Indian territory. "As far as the ceasefire violations are concerned, they have
continued on the LoC, but it is
essentially the adversary, the
Pakistani army, on the other side
of the LoC initiating ceasefire

violations with a view to facilitate the infiltrators and give
them cover to cross over the
Indian side," he said.
The Army commander,
however, said the Pakistani
army is given a befitting
response whenever a ceasefire
violation takes place. "Our strategy is very clear. Whenever any
ceasefire violations are carried
out by the Pakistan army, they
are given a befitting response
and it is to the credit of all the
troops deployed on the LoC that
we have been able to keep the
enemy under tremendous pressure," he said.
PTI
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Guwahati: After making the
issue of illegal infiltration a
major poll plank in the 2014 Lok
Sabha and 2016 Assembly elections in Assam, the ruling BJP
on Thursday claimed no
Bangladeshi national has illegally
entered into India in the last 10
years.
BJP spokespersons claimed
at a press conference here that
the controversial Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill will not bring
in any new foreigner into India.
"No infiltration is happening at this moment.
Illegal migration happened
only earlier.
"We can say that in the last
10 years, no infiltration took
place from Bangladesh,"
BJP spokesperson Swapnanil
Barua said.
Bangladeshis are not
migrating to India because of
economic reasons as they now
go to Europe, Gulf or other
developed regions, he said.
"In Europe or Gulf, they get
a minimum wage of around
C3,000 per day. In India, they
can earn a maximum of C1,000.
So, why should they come
here," he asked.
Another spokesperson
Mominul Awal said that the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill,
if passed, will not bring any new
Hindu Bangladeshi into India.
PTI

Chennai: In a stinging counterattack on the Rafale issue, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday accused the Congress
of stalling defence procurement
if there was “no deal” for it.
He also said the alleged
middleman Christian Michel
was close to the Congress first
family and the people deserved
to know the role played by him
in the 10-year delay over the
Rafale deal during UPA regime.
Interacting with booth level
BJP workers of Tamil Nadu
through video-conferencing, he
said many people think that the
biggest failure of Congress was
mismanagement of the economy and corruption.
"But they did deep damage
to our armed forces. Not many
know how much damage
Congress culture did to our
defence sector for decades. They
had made the defence sector a
den of Bofors and brokers and
middlemen.
"In their government, procurement would only happen if
there was a deal. If there was no
deal their approach was to simply stop buying anything for the
armed forces," Modi said in
response to a question.
Recalling Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman's statement
during the debate in Lok Sabha
over the Rafale issue, Modi
said when India's neighbours

were strengthening their forces
with fourth and fifth generation
fighters, the then Congress
Government stalled defence
procurement.
Recently, between 2004-15,
one of India's neighbours added
400 aircraft while another doubled the air force fleet strength
with many of these being fourth
and fifth generation fighters, he
said.
"What was the Congress
Government doing at that time?
It stalled Defence procurement
for want of its deal while our
neighbours increased capacity.
Congress actually decreased
ours. Such huge damage to the
defence forces, all for the sake
of a deal," Modi alleged.
Referring to negotiations to
purchase 126 Rafale fighter jets
during the UPA regime, Modi
claimed Michel, being probed
over the AugustaWestland
chopper deal, had access to
inside information like the timing of a Cabinet meet on security and a Government file on
a related matter.
PTI
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n internal survey of the
Bharatiya Janata Party has
shown that majority of party
MPs from Uttar Pradesh have
failed to live up to the expectations of the people and at
least 57 of them may be denied
ticket in the coming Lok Sabha
elections.
This has been categorically conveyed to the party leaders of UP by BJP national president Amit Shah in a meeting
held in New Delhi on
Wednesday. The meeting was
called to evaluate party’s position in UP.
The internal survey was
carried out by a private USbased research institute which
interviewed people in 822
blocks spread over 8,135 nyaya
panchayats.
“The bottom line of the
survey is that majority of the
MPs have failed to deliver and
they might be denied ticket in
the coming Lok Sabha elections,” a senior BJP leader told
‘The Pioneer’ here on Thursday.
It is believed that axe might
fall n 57 sitting MPs.
BJP had won 71 Lok Sabha
seats out of 80 in UP on its own
in the 2014 parliamentary elections but it lost three seats in
the Lok Sabha bye-elections,
including Gorakhpur and
Phulpur. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and his deputy
Keshav Prasad Maurya had
won from Gorakhpur and
Phulpur, respectively, in 2014
and had vacated the seats after
they joined the UP Cabinet.
A senior BJP leader said
that the survey was holistic and
included “voices” from over
97,000 villages across the state.
“The basic finding of this
study was that majority of the
MPs have failed to connect
with the masses. Selection of
beneficiaries of various welfare
schemes was left to administration and these MPs never
tried to meet the people and
make an attempt to tell them
that whatever benefits they
were getting was because of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath,” the leader said.
The BJP has launched a
series of campaigns to educate
people about the welfare
schemes that the Government
has launched. It has repeatedly asked its leaders and
elected representatives to
meet the beneficiaries of these
schemes.
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Chennai: A Government
AIDS control body in Tamil
Nadu will propose that all
future blood donors in the
State record their biometric
details so that issues related to
fake credentials are addressed
and timely medical care could
be provided if they test HIV
positive during the screening
process.
The proposal by the
Tamil Nadu State AIDS
Control Society (TANSACS)
comes close on the heels of
a pregnant woman being
transfused with HIV infected blood donated by a youth
in Sivakasi Government
blood bank, which led to an
outrage and raised questions
over the present screening
process.
The move is also aimed at
ensuring timely initiation of
antiretroviral therapy to
donors who test positive for
HIV when the blood is

screened after donation at
banks.
As many as 23 donors
tested positive for HIV during 2015-18 but could not be
informed of their status for a
variety of reasons.
"We are going to propose
to the Government to have a
programme to capture the
biometrics of blood donors,"
Project Director, TANSACS,
Dr K Senthil Raj told PTI.
Of the 23 donors, some
were untraceable, a section of
them did not cooperate and
others had provided fake
identity and false contact
details, he said.
"In such cases, biometrics will help identify and
bring them into the system
by doing a test to confirm
the presence of the virus
through informed consent,"
he said.
After the test, if the
results were positive again,

counselling and later ART
could be initiated. "Timely
initiation of ART and strict
adherence to the regimen is
key to tackling HIV.
Biometrics will not only help
initiation of ART at the right
time but will offer additional help to avoid transfusion of
infected blood," he pointed
out.
Some infected men
donate blood under peer
pressure just to avoid disclosure of their HIV+ status
and hence provide false
details during blood donation, he pointed out. "While
some of them later inform us
discreetly to not use their
blood, others don't."
"HIV is only an infection
and there is nothing to be
ashamed of it. Unfortunately,
since a section of society still
cling to the stigma some tend
to hide their positive status,"
he said.
PTI
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engal will not be a part of
Central initiatives like
Ayushman Bharat as they were
being used as propaganda tool
by the BJP, State Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Thursday
said.
Coming down heavily on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for doing “dirty politics”,
Mamata said her State would
“not contribute 40 per cent of
the funds for the Ayushman
Bharat. I withdraw from it.
From now, they will have to pay
the full amount and run the
scheme.”
Addressing a huge audience at Nadia, Mamata asked,
“Why should we contribute to
the (Ayushman Bharat) scheme
if the Prime Minister’s image
affixed is on the letterhead
along with the picture of lotus
(the BJP’s party symbol) instead
of India’s national insignia,”
alleging
the
Central
Government was running the
BJP’s campaign with the people’s money and the money sent
in by the federal States.

“We withdraw from the
Ayushman Bharat. Let them
now fund the scheme and
carry it forward. We have our
own similar schemes and handle that in more successful
manner,” Banerjee said adding
Bengal had a better option in
Arogyashri.
Incidentally, the Bengal
Government had already
earned international accolades
for bringing social welfare
schemes like Kanyashree,
Rupashree, Sabuj Saathi all
brain child of the Chief
Minister.
Bengal was also likely to
withdraw from crop insurance,
Prime Minister rural road
schemes etc, sources later said.

Referring to the Central
health insurance and other
schemes Banerjee said, “they
are claiming to be implementing programmes out of the
Centre’s but in fact they are
doing so with the fund generated by the States. This is a
fraud done on the people of
India.”
Wondering why the Centre
would take away income tax
collected from the people she
demanded “our own share of
income tax that you take away
from the people of this State.”
Attacking the Prime
Minister further for “misleading the people” by implementing the 10 percent job quota for
the economically backward
people from the upper caste
segment of the society, Banerjee
said they not only misled the
people but also “ruined the
future of the farmers’ and
workers’ children,” adding
“Prime Minister is doing dirty
politics over this and I condemn it.
Elsewhere, senior TMC
leader and MP Abhishek
Banerjee attacked the BJP.
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Lucknow: PSP(L) founder
Shivpal Yadav on Thursday
expressed confidence that the
next Government at the Centre
cannot be formed without support from the party and
stressed there was “no chance”
of a merger with the SP, though
he was open for an alliance.
The
Pragatisheel
Samajwadi
Party
(Lohia)(PSP)(L) chief told PTI
in an interview that after the
party’s formation he had traversed the State, covering
almost all the districts, and the
response was tremendous. “We
are ready to contest on all 80
Lok Sabha seats, if an alliance
does not materialise,” he said.
“Next Government at the
Centre cannot be formed without support of our party. Our
party has become a force to
reckon with in past three
months after its constitution.
Our organisation in all the 75
districts is ready and people are
acknowledging us as a force,”
Shivpal Yadav said.
Asked about the recent
statement of senior Samajwadi
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Shillong: Multi-agencies personnel used high-powered
pumps to drain out 28 lakh litres
of water from the main shaft,
where 15 miners got trapped,
but Navy divers Thursday found
no change in the water level in
the rat-hole mine to resume
search operation, officials said.
Rescuers using pumps from
Coal India Ltd, Kirloskar
Brothers Ltd and the Odisha

Fire Service have managed to level in these mines, leaving respump out 2.1 crore litres of cuers clueless where and how to
look for the
water from
diggers,
the mines, <4670;0H0 <8=4
they said.
including the
<8B70?
main shaft
Kirloskar Brothers Ltd
and the abandoned ones in the
nearby which might be inter- pumps, which was operational
connected to it, till Thursday, from 7 pm Wednesday evening
and continued to run for 11
they said.
But, still there has been no hours, have pumped out 28 lakh
significant drop in the water litres from the main shaft, the

official said.
Operation spokesperson R
Susngi said the Navy has conducted searches in at least six
mines, including in the main
shaft, for the trapped diggers,
but there has been no success.
According to the Navy, the
water level in the entire area was
totally raptured and search will
continue in the adjacent mines,
Susngi said.
PTI
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Guwahati:
The
BJP
Government has gone “mad”
and is attempting to create an
“emergency-like” situation in
Assam, noted RTI activist
Akhil Gogoi said after police on
Thursday registered a sedition
case against for making comments on the citizenship bill.
However, the BJP accused
Gogoi of having links with
Maoists, being a “professional”
agitator and working to fulfil
the political agenda of others.
Besides Gogoi, sedition
cases were also registered
against Sahitya Akademi
awardee Assamese litterateur
Hiren Gohain and senior journalist Manjit Mahanta for their
comments on the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, a police
official said.
“The BJP Government has
gone mad and is trying to create an emergency-like situation
to suppress a spontaneous
movement by the people of
Assam against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill,” Gogoi,
who is also Krishak Mukti
Sangram Samiti (KMSS) chief,
told reporters here.
The KMSS along with its
70 partner organisations is on
the forefront of protests against
the bill in Assam.
“It is unfortunate that a
learned person like Gohain sir
has been targeted by the government. I am used to case
upon case being filed on me

and going to jail has become a
lifestyle for me,” Gogoi said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal and state
Finance Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma “have failed to
protect the interest of the
Assamese”, the KMSS leader
alleged.
“I consider it as a matter of
honour to be called a deshdrohi
for trying to protect the interest of the Assamese,” Gogoi
said.
Shortly after the sedition
cases were registered, a panel of
BJP spokespersons addressed a
press conference claiming that
Gogoi has Maoist links and is
“terrorising” people with a
“false issue” by campaigning
against the bill.
“Akhil Gogoi is related
with Maoists and other Left
linked persons.
He is a professional agitator. He is working to fulfil
someone else’s political agenda,”
BJP spokesperson Mominul
Awal said.
Like an elephant, Gogoi
also has two sets of teeth, he
said.
“He shows people the outer
teeth on the Hindu Bangladeshi
issue, while he chews with the
inner teeth sitting with Muslim
Bangladeshis,” the BJP leader
said, adding that Gogoi was
“terrorising people with a false
issue”.
PTI

H`^R_dVV\d
4R]TfeeR94_`U
e`eVc^Z_ReV
#%hVV\acVX_R_Tj
Kolkata: A 32-year-old
woman approached the
Calcutta High Court on
Thursday seeking permission
to terminate her 24-week foetus owing to an anomaly in its
formation.
The petitioner claimed
before the court of Justice
Tapabrata Chakraborty that
the tests done during various
stages of her pregnancy
showed that the brain of the
foetus is underdeveloped.
The reports also showed
that the condition of the foetus was deteriorating, her
lawyer Amitabha Ghosh submitted before the court, seeking permission to terminate
the pregnancy.
According
to
the
Termination of Pregnancy Act
1971, the permission of court
is required for undergoing
abortion if the foetus is more
than 20 weeks old, Ghosh
said.
PTI

Party leader Azam Khan that
party chief Akhilesh Yadav
and his feuding uncle will
unite again once the conditions
turn favourable, he said there
was “no chance” of this.
“There is no chance of
merger of my party with the SP
or going back to it. I am open
for an alliance with like-minded parties to keep the communal BJP at bay and that too if my
party is offered a respectable
number of seats,” he said.
On being asked about an
SP-BSP alliance for the Lok
Sabha polls, Shivpal Yadav
asked, “Are they (SP and BSP)
of the same ideology? Can it
(BSP) be trusted. There is no
trust when it will join or leave
the alliance (with SP).”
On whether he has blessings of his elder brother and SP
founder Mulayam Singh Yadav,
Shivpal Yadav said, “This is not
the question now. I have taken
a step forward. Now the question is of the state and the
country and how we can
counter and stop the communal forces.”
PTI

Meerut (UP): The Uttar
Pradesh Police on Thursday
arrested a local BJP youth wing
leader accused of instigating
mob violence in Bulandshahr
that killed a police inspector
and a civilian last month.
Shikhar Agarwal alias
Shekhar (25) had been on the
run for nearly 40 days but was
held at 7.20 am near a flyover
in adjoining Hapur district by
the Bulandshahr police, a
senior official said.
“He was arrested this
morning,”
Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Bulandhshahr city) Atul
Kumar Srivastava told PTI.
Agarwal was interrogated
by police before being produced in a local court, which
sent him to 14-day judicial custody, he said.
With his arrest, the number of accused held for the
December 3 violence has
reached 36, Srivastava said.
On December 3, 2018,
mob violence had broken out
in Siyana tehsil of Bulandshahr
after cattle carcasses were found
strewn in the fields outside
Mahaw village.

Police Inspector Subodh
Kumar Singh (44) and Sumit
Kumar, (20) were shot dead
during the violence, after which
an FIR was registered at the
Siyana police station in which
around 80 people were accused.
Around six months ago,
Agarwal was appointed the
head of the newly-formed
Siyana unit of the Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM),
the youth wing of the BJP,
another police official said.
While he was in hiding, a
purported video of Agarwal
had surfaced on social media in
which he claimed innocence
and also accused the slain
inspector of “corruption” and
“siding with the Muslim community to get our mother
(referring to cows) attacked”.
Agarwal, who claimed to be
pursuing a Bachelor of
Ayurvedic Medicine and
Surgery (BAMS) from Aligarh,
said in the video that he had “full
faith in the Yogi (Adityanath)
Government” in the state and he
was ready for any probe.
He also claimed that the
inspector was reluctant to get
an FIR filed for cow slaughter

and had threatened to shoot
him for insisting on taking the
carcasses to the police station.
In the video from an undisclosed location, he had alleged
that police were “wrongly” saying that Singh was informed
about the incident over phone,
claiming the entire episode
unfolded in his presence at the
spot.
Twenty-seven people,
including Agar wal, were
named in the FIR, while 50 to
60 unidentified people were
booked under IPC sections
436 (mischief by fire or explosive substance with intent to
destroy house, etc), 307
(attempt to murder), 302 (murder), 124A (sedition), 147, 148,
149 (related to rioting), 332, 33,
353 (related to voluntary assault
on public servant to obstruct
them from performing their
duty), 336 (act endangering life
or personal safety of others).
They were also booked for
destroying public property,
among others.
On January 3, police had
arrested local Bajrang Dal
leader Yogesh Raj, also a key
suspect in the case.
PTI
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Mumbai: A 53-year-old guard
of Defence Security Corps
(DSC) allegedly committed
suicide by shooting himself
with his service rifle while on
duty at Naval Armament Depot
(NAD) in suburban Trombay
on Thursday, police said.
The deceased, Kesar Singh,
was deployed for a sentry duty
on the watch tower at NAD,
they said. “Singh allegedly
ended his life by shooting himself with his service rifle at
around 11.30 am,” a police official said. No suicide note was
found from near his body and
he might have ended his life
over some family issue, he said.
Singh’s body was sent for
post-mortem, the official said
adding that Trombay police
have registered a case of accidental death and further investigation was on.
PTI
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a “massive relief ” to small
the GST Council
Ionnbusinesses,
Thursday doubled the limit
for exemption from payment
of goods and services tax
(GST) to C40 lakh and
announced that the higher
turnover cap of C1.5 crore for
availing composition scheme
of paying 1 per cent tax will be
effective from April 1.
The Council also allowed
Kerala to levy a 1 per cent
calamity cess on intra-state
sale of goods and services for
a period of up to two years to
mobilise revenues to meet the
cost of rehabilitating parts of
states that were ravaged by
floods last year.
Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley said the taxpayers with
an aggregate turnover of Rs 40
lakh would now be exempted
from the GST. For the north
eastern states, the exemption
would now be C20 lakh.
Currently, businesses with a
turnover of up to C20 lakh is
exempt from GST registration,
while the limit for hilly and
north eastern states is C10
lakh.
Sources said the annual
revenue loss on account of
doubling exemption limit to
C40 lakh, considering that all
states implement it, is C5,200
crore.
Jaitley said the GST

Composition Scheme, under
which small traders and businesses pay a 1 per cent tax
based on turnover, can be
availed by businesses with a
turnover of C1.5 crore, against
the earlier C1 crore, with effect
from April 1.
Also, service providers
and suppliers of both goods
and services up to a turnover
of C50 lakh would be eligible
to opt for the GST composition scheme and pay a tax of
6 per cent.
The twin decision under
the composition scheme
would have an annual revenue
impact of about C3,000 crore.
“The GST Council in its
32nd meeting today accorded
massive relief for MSME sector,” Jaitley tweeted.
On GST rate for real
estate, the council has decided for form a seven-member
group of ministers after differences of opinion emerged at
the meeting, he said, adding
there were diverse views on
lottery. A ministerial panel
will look into it as well.
Businesses opting for the
composition scheme would
have to file just one tax return
annually but pay taxes once
ever y quarter. Also free
accounting and billing software will be made available to
small assessees up to C1.5
crore turnover.
Jaitley said: “A very large

part of GST comes from formal sector and large companies. Each one of these decisions is intended to help the
SMEs. You have given them
various options. If they are in
services sector, they can get 6
per cent compounding, if they
are in manufacturing and trading up to C1.5 crore they can
get 1 per cent compounding.
They can make use of exemption of up to C40 lakh”.
The finance minister said
there would be two thresholds
— C40 lakh and C20 lakh —
for exemption from registration and payment of the GST
for the suppliers of goods,
with the facility that one can
‘opt up or opt down’ depending on revenue.
“Few states had a view
that if the turnover threshold
is hiked to C40 lakh, their
assessee base gets eroded. So
if they inform the Secretariat
within a week then they
would be given the option to
opt down. Puducherry has
kept this option... This is a
one time exception and does
not affect businesses with
inter-state supplies,” Jaitley
told reporters.
Revenue Secretary Ajay
Bhushan Pandey said even
though currently the exemption limit is C20 lakh, but still
there are about 10.93 lakh
taxpayers who are below C20
lakh but are paying taxes.
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ending major Yes
Bank
on
Thursday submitted
the names of the
potential candidates
for its Managing
Director and Chief
Executive post to the
Reser ve Bank of
India (RBI).
According to the bank, the
Board has submitted an application to the RBI to seek its
approval for the names of the
selected candidates.
The bank in a regulatory
filing after its Board meeting on
Wednesday said it has finalised
the names which it will disclose
only after the RBI’s approval.
According to the bank, the
candidates were finalised on
the basis of recommendations
made by the Search and
Selection Committee (SSC)
and the Nomination and
Remuneration Committee
(NRC).
“As mandated under the
extant RBI norms, the Bank’s
Board will submit an application to the RBI on January 10,
2019, seeking approval for the
appointment of the new MD
and CEO of Yes Bank,” the
lender said in a regulatory filing to the BSE.
“On receipt of the RBI
approval, the bank shall duly
make the requisite disclosures
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he Railways have always
been in the forefront of
T
Nation building by creating
better Travel and Tourism
opportunities in a region.
Northern Railway has effectively contributed towards
Prime Minister’s “Digital India”
initiative under the visionary
leadership of Minister of
Railways of turning many

Railway stations over the zone
into platforms for Digital inclusion by providing free Wi-Fi
service. In this regard 15 stations on the Kalka-Shimla Hill
Railways, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site have been turned
into free Wi-Fi zones.
Earlier this facility was
available only at 03 stations,
Kalka, Shimla and Solan in the
section. Now the Wi-Fi facility is available at all the stations

coming under this Hill Railway
which include Barog,
Dharampur
Himachal,
Gumman, Koti, Kumarhatti
Dagshai, Sonwara, Taksal,
Kandaghat, Salogra, Knoh,
Kathleghat, Shoghi, Tara Devi,
Jutogh and Summerhill.
The Broadband Internet
Connectivity has been made
live with ‘RailWire’ Wi-Fi by
RailTel, which is a Mini Ratna
CPSU under the Ministry of
Railways.
RailTel has successfully
provided high speed Wi-Fi
(Wireless Fidelity) at 746 stations across India catering to

nion Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Wednesday aTe^[dcX^]*#RdcX][^VXbcXRbR^bc
U
said public sector undertakings

more than 08 million users per
month. The PSU provides one
of the largest and fastest public Wi-Fi networks of the world.
Designed to offer users the best
Internet experience, RailWire
Wi-Fi is available to any user
who has a smartphone with
working mobile connection
for KYC considerations.
Explaining the modalities
of how to use the free RailWire
Wi-Fi facility at the stations,
Puneet Chawla, CMD/RailTel
said that the users have to
switch on the Wi-Fi mode in
the smartphone and select the
RailWire Wi-Fi network.

to the stock exchanges, in
terms of ‘Regulation 30 of the
Listing Regulations’.”
There has been widespread
speculation on Rajat Monga,
Senior Group President —
Financial Markets, Yes Bank and
former MD and CEO of Max
Life Insurance Rajesh Sud as
being the front-runners for the
post.
An IANS stor y on
Wednesday had incorrectly
referred to Rajat Monga as the
Executive Director of Yes Bank.
The SSC was set up to find
a successor to the company’s
MD and CEO Rana Kapoor. It
had been mandated to evaluate
both internal and external candidates and make suitable recommendations to the Board of
Directors within stipulated
timelines for the RBI’s final
approval.
In October 2018, the RBI
had reaffirmed that a successor
to Yes Bank’s MD and CEO
Kapoor should be appointed by
February 1, 2019.

should remove the deadwood
and give an extension to achievers, and that the government’s
approach has been to shut
down ailing state-run firms.
Speaking at the 62nd
Foundation Day of the National
Projects
Construction
Corporation (NPCC), once a
loss-making company under
the Ministry of Water
Resources, Gadkari said he
“saved” the PSU with a lot of
efforts and the company should
not get carried away by the
“meagre” profit it has registered.
To be in the race, the company needs to execute projects
faster and take decisions in a
time-bound manner.
“This C1000 crore turnover
and C30 crore is like primary
education. The stakeholders have
to think about this,” he said.
“Retire the deadwood and
give them money to leave.
Those who do good work
should be given an extension,”
Gadkari said.
“I should not tell you this,
but the Government’s policy
about loss making (PSUs)….The
prime minister keeps asking
me and (Finance Minister Arun)
Jaitley ji how many companies
have been shut down. He does
not want the loss-making and
under-performing…they should
be shut down. I have saved (the
PSU) with a lot of efforts.”
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aterways transport in India is all set for a revolution and
has potential to bring down logistics cost by 4 per cent that
W
will propel exports by 30 per cent, Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
said on Thursday kicking off PSU Concor’s maiden containers
voyage through coastal shipping.
The shipping and road transport minister said many firsts
in the country were lined up as massive works were underway
on projects for turning 11 rivers into waterways besides pilot run
of aeroboats on Ganga on January 26.
Launching Container Corporation of India’s (Concor) firstever container transport through coastal shipping from Kandla
to Tuticorin port via Mangalore and Cochin through video conferencing here, Gadkari recalled how people used to laugh at his
dream of developing waterways and running cargo ships on the
river Ganga.
“Now we have paved the way for exports to Bangladesh and
Myanmar through Varanasi...If we reduce our logistics cost by
just 4 per cent then our exports will boost by 25-30 per cent...We
are one of the fastest growing economies and we have the potential to do it,” Gadkari, who is also the Water Resources Minister,
said.
“The share of coastal shipping (in movement of cargo) in
China is 24 per cent, Germany 11 per cent and in USA it is 9
per cent but in India it is barely 4.5 to 5 per cent....Massive works
are underway to develop waterways which many thought was a
dream only. Of the 111 rivers to be converted into waterways,
projects are underway on 11,” Gadkari said.
He said 80 lakh tonne of cargo was transported through the
Ganga this year which was going to swell to 280 lakh tonne as
a draft of 3 metre has been maintained on Varanasi to Haldia
stretch of 1,680 km.
On the request of the UP Government, the Centre is maintaining 1 metre draft from Allahabad to Varanasi and barges are
designed with such techniques that they can carry 3,500 tonne
of cargo each in place of 2,000 tonne at present.
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he Reser ve Bank on
Thursday deferred the
implementation of the last
tranche
of
Capital
Conservation Buffer (CCB) by
a year, a move that would
leave about estimated C37,000
crore capital in the hands of
banks.
This would help banks
increase lending by over C3.5
lakh crore by leveraging ten
times of the capital.
“It has been decided to
defer the implementation of the
last tranche of 0.625 per cent of
CCB from March 31, 2019 to
March 31, 2020,” the RBI said
in a notification.
Accordingly, minimum

capital conservation ratios of
2.5 per cent would be applicable from on March 31, 2020.
Currently, the CCB of
banks stands at 1.875 per cent
of the core capital. The CCB is
the capital buffer that banks
have to accumulate in normal
times to be used for offsetting
losses during periods of stress.

It was introduced after the
2008 global financial crisis to
improve the ability of banks to
withstand adverse economic
conditions.
Further, it said, the prespecified trigger for loss
absorption through conversion or write-down of additional tier 1 instruments will
remain at 5.5 per cent of riskweighted asset (RWA) and will
rise to 6.125 per cent of RWAs
on March 31, 2020.
The decision to defer CCB
was taken in November 19 crucial meeting of central board of
directors.
The Board, however, decided to retain the capital adequacy ratio or CRAR at 9 per
cent.
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n initiative to bring Indian
IT companies and Chinese
A
enterprises closer on a single
artificial intelligence-enabled
platform — SIDCOP — was
launched on Thursday, the
Commerce Ministry said.
The Sino-Indian Digital
Collaboration Plaza (SIDCOP)
is a partnership between the
National Association of
Software
&
Ser vices
Companies (Nasscom) and
municipal Governments of
Guiyang and Dalian in China.
A joint venture, comprising
an Indian and a Chinese company, has been tasked with running the platform, the ministry
said in a statement Thursday.
It said domestic IT enterprises are renowned for their
expertise in business transformation and operational optimisation by using IT tools in
complex business environments.
“SIDCOP, which is a
boundary-less marketplace,
offers this opportunity for
Chinese enterprises in order to
assist them in operational optimisation and adopting industry best practices in business
solutions,” it said.
This platform could be
useful to connect with top
providers from India and help
Chinese enterprises source the
right solution providers for
their projects, it added.
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nion minister R avi
Shankar Prasad on
Thursday said every spectrum was allocated through
auction during his tenure as
Telecom Minister and will
look into the anomalies pointed out by the CAG in spectrum allocation of 2015.
“Every spectrum was allocated through auction,”
Prasad said on sidelines on an
NIC event when asked about
the shortcomings found by
CAG in 2015 spectrum allocation.
When specifically asked
that issue raised by the
Comptroller and the Auditor
General (CAG) pertains to
microwave access spectrum,
Prasad said “I will look into
it”.
Microwave access (MWA)
spectrum is allocated to telecom operators for short distances to provide mobile services.
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orld number ones Novak Djokovic and
Simona Halep were named top seeds on
Thursday for next week's Australian Open,
with 23-time major winner Serena Williams lurking
at 16 on the women's side.
Djokovic heads long-time rival Rafael Nadal and
defending champion Roger Federer, with young-gun
Alexander Zverev seeded four as he targets a maiden Grand Slam title.
The Serbian world number one is aiming to make
history by claiming a record seventh Australian Open
crown when the tournament starts at Melbourne Park
on Monday, as is Swiss legend Federer.
The pair faces a stern challenge from Zverev, the
torch-bearer for the next generation who has so far
failed to get beyond the quarter-finals at any major.
With world number five Juan Martin del Potro
missing through injury, South Africa's Kevin
Anderson is elevated to fifth seed with last year's beaten finalist Marin Cilic at six.
Halep takes the top seeding among the women
courtesy of her world number one ranking, but she
enters the tournament with only one match in four
months under her belt after an injury lay off.
The Romanian, the beaten finalist last year, is
returning from a herniated disc and was bundled out
of the Sydney International at the first hurdle.
Denmark's defending champion Caroline
Wozniacki, is seeded three, one behind Germany's
Angelique Kerber. US Open champion Naomi
Osaka is at four while Sloane Stephens, who also
slumped out of Sydney early, is at five.
Overshadowing them all is the mighty Williams,
who last played the tournament in 2017 when she
won while eight weeks pregnant.
The 37-year-old enters the tournament seeded
16, but is the hot favourite to claim a record-equalling
24th Grand Slam.
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n-form Prajnesh Gunneswaran
inched closer to his maiden Grand
Slam appearance with another
straight-set win but Ankita Raina
and Ramkumar Ramanathan were
ousted from the Australian Open
Qualifiers after suffering narrow
defeats, here on Thursday.
Prajnesh, seeded sixth, got the
better of Spain's Enrique Lopez
Perez 6-3, 6-3 in the men's singles
second round.
"I played a better match than
yesterday and remained solid
throughout. I did the right things,
attacked when I got chances.
Looking forward to the final round
tomorrow," he added.
The world number 112 will next
take on Japan's Yosuke Watanaki,

ranked 192 in the world.
If Prajnesh wins Friday's match,
it will be his first main draw competition at a Grand Slam. Injured
Yuki Bhambri had played in all four
Grand Slam main draws in 2018.
Placed 132 in the world rankings, Ramkumar played a very close
match before losing 7-5 5-7 6-7(6)
to Germany's Rudolf Molleker,
ranked 207.
In the women's singles, Asian
Games Bronze medallist Ankita
also had a one-set advantage but
went down 6-4 2-6 4-6 to Spain's
29th seed Paula Badosa Gibert,
world number 142.
Meanwhile in the practice
match, Novak Djokovic exposed
Andy Murray's frailties in a practice
match with the Scot calling it a day
while losing 6-1, 4-1.
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erena Williams has
been handed a challenging draw in her quest
for a record-equalling
24th Grand Slam title at
the Australian Open,
starting with Germany's
Tatjana Maria in the first
round.
The American, seeded 16, is gunning to
match Margaret Court's
record of singles majors
and claim an eighth
Australian Open crown.
The 37-year-old
enters the tournament
seeded 16, but has proved
in the past that such
numbers mean little to
her.
But Williams is in a
tough half of the draw

and could meet world
number one Simona
Halep in round four, and
if she gets through that
Karolina Pliskova in the
last eight.
Before those
potential ties,
either Chinese
wildcard Peng
Shui
or
Canadian
Eugenie
Bouchard would await
Williams in the second
round.
Halep, who enters
the tournament having
played just one game in
four months after a back
injury, was handed a
chance to avenge
Estonia's Kaia Kanepi,
who beat her in the first
round of the US Open in
August.

If she comes through
that dangerous opening
showdown, she could
meet Venus Williams in
round three.
Defending
champion and
third
seed
C a r o l i n e
Wozniacki starts
against Alison
Van Uytvanck of Belgium
and could meet 2008
champion
Maria
Sharapova in round three.
"Coming back as
defending champion, it's
something I always
dreamed of. I feel at home
here. These courts are
suited for me. I'm enjoying every minute," said
the Dane at Thursday's
draw, while paying tribute
to Williams.

"Serena is the greatest player to have played
the game. Her experiences have been a
learning experience
for me. It's be fun
though as well. She has
a baby now! It's amazing
being back on tour so
soon."
The 2016 winner
Angelique Kerber, seeded
two, begins her draw
against Slovenia's Polona
Hercog and could meet
fifth seed Wozniacki in
the semis.
Japan's
Naomi
Osaka, the US Open
champion, kicks off her
tournament against
Poland's Magda Linette
and is in line to meet
Australia's
Daria
Gavrilova round two.

W

orld number one Novak
Djokovic will start his bid to
win a record seventh Australian
Open title next week against a
qualifier following Thursday's
draw.
The Serb had a magnificent
2018, making an astonishing
climb back from outside the
world's top 20 in June, winning
Wimbledon and the US Open on
the way to reclaiming the number
one ranking in November.
He will start his drive to make =^PeZ3Y^Z^eXRRWPcbfXcW0]Sh<daaPh 0>
history against a yet-to-be-decided qualifier and could meet Rafael Nadal in the semi-finals.
"He (Djokovic) continues to
France's Jo-Wilfried Tsonga in the
challenge me. I played him in his
second round.
Champion Roger Federer, prime when he was virtually
seeded three and also gunning for unbeatable. It was important not to
a seventh Melbourne title, starts his get frustrated by it. I always enjoy
title defence against world number my matches against him," 20-time
99 Denis Istomin and could meet Grand Slam winner Federer said at

;fYd_fQR\Qcdc`Qcd;UbRUb 2X[XRRadXbTbPc
Q^TU^dUbcCiT^UicU]Yc :^^h^]V2[PbbXR
05?Q <4;1>DA=4

05?Q BH3=4H

year's Australian Open
Marin Cilic roundLastfinalist
ed off his preparations for this
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inicius Junior starred and Real
Madrid steadied the ship as a 30 win over Leganes put them on the
brink of the Copa del Rey quarter-finals.
Vinicius, the 18-year-old Brazilian signed by
Madrid last summer, capped an electric display at
the Santiago Bernabeu with a stunning volley, his
third goal for the club and the team's third of the
night.
By then, Sergio Ramos had converted a first-half
penalty and Lucas Vazquez doubled the advantage
to set Madrid on their way to a much-needed first
victory of 2019.
It will take a seismic comeback for Leganes to
overturn the deficit in next week's second leg but
more important to coach Santiago Solari was the
rhythm regained, following two La Liga games without a victory.
Vinicius was the shining light, however. The
striker was alive to every ball in the final third and
his finish, a sweet shot with his body off balance, was
a triumph for technical talent.
Madrid was the beneficiaries of a marginal decision of penalty this time as Alvaro Odriozola tumbled out of a tussle with Gerard Gumbau and Ramos
made no mistake.
Madrid doubled their lead in the second half
when Karim Benzema latched onto an underhit backpass from Bustinza and teed up Vinicius. He slid in
Vazquez to finish.
Vinicius then got the goal his performance
deserved as Odriozola floated a cross to the back post.
Back-pedalling, the teenager adjusted his feet before
swivelling into an acrobatic shot, the ball flying into
left-hand corner.
Earlier, Antoine Griezmann helped Atletico
Madrid edge towards the last eight as they took a
valuable away goal from a 1-1 draw with Girona.

etra Kvitova sent defending
champion Angelique Kerber
packing from the rain-affected
Sydney International on
Thursday to book a semi-final
spot and get an edge over her
rival heading into the Australian
Open next week.
It was always going to be a
tight match with the pair tied 66 in 12 previous meetings.
Kvitova kept the pressure on
and got a crucial break in game
four of the second set and there
was no way back for Kerber who
meekly surrendered 6-4, 6-1.
Her reward is a clash with
Belarusian qualifier Aliaksandra
Sasnovich,
who
beat
Switzerland's Timea Bacsinszky
— on the comeback trail after a
14-month winless spell — 6-3, 63.
Australia's Ashleigh Barty
followed up her giant-killing
wins over world number one
Simona Halep and former
French Open champion Jelena
Ostapenko by easily accounting
for 10th seeded Belgian Elise

Mertens 6-3, 6-3.
The 22-year-old is now on
a six-match win streak, dating
back to her career's biggest title
at the WTA Elite Trophy in
Zhuhai.
She will play seventh seed
Kiki Bertens who blasted past
Yulia Putintseva 6-2, 6-2 for a
place in the final.
In the men's draw, veteran
Andreas Seppi derailed top seed
Stefanos Tsitsipas' title hopes.
Seppi, 14 years older than

his 20-year-old Greek opponent battled back for a gutsy 46, 6-4, 6-4 win.
Seppi will now play third
seeded Argentine Diego
Schwartzman, who needed to
fight hard to beat Yoshihito
Nishioka 6-1, 3-6, 7-6 (7/1)
In other quarter-final action,
fifth seeded teenager Alex De
Minaur continued his strong
start to the season with a 7-6
(7/4), 6-3 victory over fellow
Australian Jordan Thompson.

year's edition in style on
Thursday, winning his second
match in as many days at the
Kooyong Classic.
With the first Grand Slam
of the season starting on
Monday, every opportunity is
important for the Croatian,
who went down in a battle to
Roger Federer in the
Melbourne Park decider in
2018.
The world number seven
beat Spain's Fernando Verdasco
6-4, 6-4, backing up his threeset victory a day before over
world No 6 Kevin Anderson.
Earlier, American Jack Sock
lost to fast-rising Canadian
teenager Denis Shapovalov 62, 3-6, 10-7 after a final set
played as a 10-point tiebreak —
the format which will be used
at the Australian Open from
Monday.
Under the rules, the first
player to win at least 10 points
by a two-point margin takes the

match.
Ahead of the Australian
Open last year, Sock was at a
career-high eighth in the world
rankings, but after a horror season he has plunged outside the
top 100 and is desperate to turn
it around.
His form slump has been
dramatic. He played 31 singles
matches in 2018, winning a
mere nine.
Shapovalov, 19, made up
for lost time after losing in the
first round at Auckland this
week and then crossing the
Tasman to squeeze into the
Kooyong draw as a late entry.
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olders Manchester City can
look forward to defending
the League Cup in next month's
final at Wembley as Gabriel
Jesus struck four goals in a 9-0
thrashing of Burton Albion in
their semi-final, first leg.
Kevin
de
Bruyne,
Oleksandr Zinchenko, Phil
Foden, Kyle Walker and Riyad
Mahrez were also on target
against Nigel Clough's League
One side as City ensured their
visit to the Pirelli Stadium on
January 23 is a mere formality.
After also thrashing
Rotherham 7-0 in the FA Cup
with a much-changed side, Pep

before the Brazilian slotted
Guardiola was able to again
home Silva's cushioned pass via
hand a rest to a number of his
the inside of the post. City didkey players but named a strong
n't need any luck, but still got
side with De Bruyne continuing
some
when
his comeback from injury.
Zinchenko's
And the Belgian set the tone
intended cross then
for the evening by heading City
looped over Collins
into a fifth-minute lead as he
to make it 4-0.
timed his run into the box perOther sides
fectly to head home David
may have slacked
Silva's cross.
off in the second period, but
It took City until the half
with competitions for places so
hour mark to double their
fierce among Guardiola's side,
advantage, but a glut of three
the hosts were ruthless to match
goals in seven minutes followed
the Catalan's biggest ever win as
to put the tie to bed before the
a coach.
break.
Jesus powered home a
Jesus headed home his first
header to complete his second
from close range after Bradley
6PQaXT[9TbdbRT[TQaPcTbPUcTaV^P[
0?
hat-trick of the season.
Collins had denied Leroy Sane

De Bruyne was then
replaced by home favourite
Foden, who was surprisingly left
out the stating XI, just before the
hour mark.
It took just four minutes
for the 18-year-old to score his
third City goal as he profited
from the rebound after Collins
did well to parry Jesus's first
effort.
Jesus did soon have his
fourth with a delicate finish
from Sane's cross and City's
dominance was summed up
when right-back Kyle Walker
strode forward to fire home his
side's eighth of the evening.
Mahrez made it nine seven
minutes from time.

the draw.
"We are both natural attacking
players. We are aggressive. He is up
there with Nadal and Hewitt they
make me rethink my game. I like
to play attacking tennis, so I've
come full circle."
Second seeded Nadal begins
against Australian James
Duckworth, fourth seed Alexander
Zverev faces Slovenian Aljaz
Bedene while last year's runner-up
Marin Cilic has a tricky encounter
with Australian Bernard Tomic.
A highlight first round clash
will see Australia's unseeded Nick
Kyrgios up against Canada's bigserving 16th seed Milos Raonic,
with the winner facing either Stan
Wawrinka or Ernests Gulbis.
Three-time Grand Slam winner Andy Murray has a tough clash
with 22nd-seeded Spaniard
Roberto Bautista Agut as he
returns from a hip injury.
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aris Saint-Germain saw their 43match winning run in domestic cup
competitions come to an end as Thomas
Tuchel's men suffered a shock 2-1 home
defeat by Ligue 1 bottom club Guingamp
in the French League Cup quarter-finals.
The visitors were awarded
three penalties at the Parc des
Princes in a dramatic second
half, as PSG failed in their bid
for a sixth straight League Cup
title.
It was only a second defeat in all competitions this season for the capital club,
after a 3-2 loss to Liverpool at Anfield in
the Champions League last September.
Guingamp, who have won just two league
games all season, join Monaco, Strasbourg
and Bordeaux in the semi-finals.
Neymar broke the deadlock in the
63rd minute after Thuram missed from
the spot, but Guingamp rallied, with
Thuram's successful injury-time penalty
snatching victory with a shootout looming.
"We played with too much confidence,
we were not hungry enough to finish the
match," admitted PSG coach Thomas
Tuchel. "It's very hard to lose with three
penalties. I was angry with the second one,
I can see the VAR 100 times, it's not a
penalty."
Earlier on Wednesday, Monaco goalkeeper Loic Badiashile scored the winning
penalty in a marathon shootout against
Rennes.
Monaco, runners-up in the past two
seasons, salvaged a 1-1
draw after normal time
thanks to Rony Lopes'
second-half equaliser,
before
Badiashile's heroics
as he also saved
three spot-kicks.
T h i e r r y
Henry's young team
are floundering in
Ligue 1, sitting second-bottom and
five points from
safety, but managed to keep
their coach's
hopes of a first
trophy alive at
the Stade
Louis II.
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he celebrated M C Mary Kom's
unprecedented sixth world title
triumph has propelled her to the
number one position in the
International Boxing Association's
(AIBA) latest world rankings.
The diminutive Manipuri
became the most successful boxer
in world championships' history

when she claimed the 48kg category
top honours in November last year
in Delhi.
In the updated rankings put out
by AIBA, Mary Kom is placed top
of the charts in the weight division
with 1700 points.
The 36-year-old will have to
jump to 51kg in pursuit of her 2020
Olympic dream as 48kg is not yet
included in the Games roster.
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The mother-of-three enjoyed a
stellar 2018, picking up Gold
medals at the Commonwealth
Games and a tournament in Poland.
She also won Silver at the prestigious Strandja Memorial in
Bulgaria.
Among other Indians, Pinki
Jangra is placed eighth in the 51kg
category list.
Asian Silver-medallist Manisha

Maun holds the same position in
the 54kg category.
Former world Silver-medallist
Sonia Lather was placed at the second spot in the 57kg division
despite enduring a disappointing
2018, during which she finished
medal-less at the Asian Games.
World Bronze-medallist
Simranjit Kaur (64kg), who was
crowned the national champion a
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eteran wicketkeeper-batsman
Mahendra Singh Dhoni's
indifferent form has come
under the scanner in recent times but
India Vice-captain Rohit Sharma on
Thursday backed him to the hilt, saying he will play a pivotal role in the
World Cup later this year.
Rohit said besides his finishing
abilities, Dhoni's mere presence lends
calmness to the team, especially
youngsters, and that would be crucial
in a big tournament like the World
Cup, which starts May 30 in England.
"Over the years we have seen
what sort of presence he (Dhoni) has
in the dressing room and on the field.
With him being around, there is a
sense of calmness in the group,
which is very important, and also a
bit of help to the captain because he
stands behind the stumps," Rohit said
ahead of the first ODI against
Australia on Saturday.
"He has captained India for so
many years and been successful. So
he being around with the team always
is helpful. He is like a guiding light
around the group," he said.
Dhoni's much-vaunted finishing
skills are under scrutiny but Rohit
said the former captain has it in him
to continue being useful with the bat.
"...Batting down the order, getting
us through the line, his finishing
touch is very important and he has
finished so many games for us. His
calmness and advice, what he thinks
about the game and what we should

do right now is very important.
"His presence around the group
is a massive factor for us," said the 31year-old right handed batsman.
Rohit said young bowlers like
Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep
Yadav can benefit from Dhoni's presence behind the stumps.
"Chahal and Kuldeep are both
doing really well so somebody like
Dhoni standing behind the stumps
and helping those guys about what
the batsman is trying to do, it makes
a huge difference I think.
"These guys started playing for
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Cape Town: 1Pcb\P] APbbXT eP] STa 3dbbT] Xb P ]Tf RP_ X] B^dcW
0UaXRPb #\P] b`dPS ]P\TS ^] CWdabSPh U^a cWT UXabc cf^ ^]TSPh
X]cTa]PcX^]P[bPVPX]bc?PZXbcP]bcPacX]V^]9P]dPah (EP]STa3dbbT]
!(WPbUTPcdaTSU^acWTB^dcW0UaXRP]CfT]ch!X]cTa]PcX^]P[cTP\P]S
fPb cWT [TPSX]V bR^aTa X] cWT aTRT]c <iP]bX Bd_Ta ;TPVdT C!
c^da]P\T]c5XeT^]TSPhX]cTa]PcX^]P[bPVPX]bc?PZXbcP]P]SUXeT\^aT
PVPX]bcBaX;P]ZPPaTB^dcW0UaXRPbUX]P[^]TSPhT]VPVT\T]cbQTU^aT
cWT2aXRZTcF^a[S2d_X]4]V[P]SP]SFP[TbcWPcbcPacb^]<Ph"5Pbc
Q^f[Ta3P]T?PcTab^]fPbP[b^aTRP[[TSc^cWT^]TSPhb`dPSU^acWT
UXabccX\TbX]RT! &1Pcb\P]9?3d\X]hP]SUPbcQ^f[Ta;d]VX=VXSX
fTaT]^cR^]bXSTaTSQTRPdbT^UX]Ydah
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Kanpur: DccPa?aPSTbWQTRP\TcWTbTR^]SbXSTUa^\6a^d_2c^\PZT
Xcc^cWTAP]YXCa^_Wh`dPacTaUX]P[bPUcTaAPYPbcWP]fWT]cWThSaTfcWTXa
UX]P[[TPVdTVP\TPVPX]bc0bbP\DccPa?aPSTbWc^^ZcWTUXabcX]]X]Vb
[TPSX]cWTXaSaPf]PUUPXaPVPX]bc0bbP\c^b]PcRWcWaTTRadRXP[_^X]cb
fWX[TcWTeXbXc^abWPSc^QTR^]cT]cfXcWP[^]T_^X]cD?UX]XbWTSbTR^]S
c^APYPbcWP]$ _^X]cbfXcW# _^X]cbP]ScWTcf^cTP\bT]cTaTScWT
`dPacTab Ua^\ cWXb Va^d_ <TP]fWX[T X] cWTXa [Pbc [TPVdT VP\T
9WPaZWP]S [TUc Pa\ b_X]]Ta BWPWQPPi =PSTT\ b_d] WXb fTQ Pa^d]S
9P\\dP]S:PbW\Xac^VdXSTWXbbXSTc^P]X]]X]VbP]S#'ad]bfX]
7^fTeTaQ^cWcWTcTP\bSXS]^c\PZTXcc^cWT]Tgca^d]S

14=60;508;C>@D0;85H5>A:=>2:>DCB

Kolkata: 1T]VP[ ^_T]Ta 0QWX\P]hd 4PbfPaP]b \PXST] S^dQ[T
Wd]SaTSfT]cX]ePX]Pb1T]VP[UPX[TSc^`dP[XUhU^acWTZ]^RZ^dcbcPVTb
PUcTacWTXaUX]P[AP]YXCa^_WhVa^d_1T]R^d]cTaPVPX]bc?d]YPQT]STSX]
PSaPf0QWX\P]hdQPccTSR[^bTc^ W^dabP]SaT\PX]TSd]QTPcT]^]
! Ua^\"&"QP[[b %g#X]WXb\PaPcW^]Z]^RZcWPcST[PhTS1T]VP[b
STR[PaPcX^]c^_^bccTPbTbbX^]X]cWT\dbcfX]R^]cTbc1T]VP[STR[PaTS
Pc#"!%PUcTa0QWX\P]hdR^\_[TcTSWXb\X[Tbc^]TbTccX]V?d]YPQP]
X\_a^QPQ[TcPaVTc^U &"X] %^eTabfXcW^]TW^dab_[Ph[TUc^]cWT
UX]P[SPhCWTR^]cTbcfPbaTSdRTSc^PC!PUUPXafXcW<P]_aTTc6^]h
$' Ua^\ !' QP[[b* !g# %g% [TPSX]V ?d]YPQ RWPaVT 1dc 6^]h fPb
R[TP]TS d_ Qh ?aPSX_cP ?aP\P]XZ X] cWT "cW ^eTa Pb ?d]YPQ fTaT
aTbcaXRcTSU^a "!$X] $^eTabc^bTcc[TU^acWaTT_^X]cb^]QPbXb^UcWTXa
UXabcX]]X]Vb[TPS1^cWcWTcTP\bUX]XbWTSfXcW!"_^X]cbc^UX]XbWQTWX]S
<PSWhP?aPSTbW!#P]S:TaP[PfW^QTRP\TcWT^][hc^`dP[XUhUa^\
Va^d_1fXcW!%_^X]cb

67>B0;?D;;B>DC>5228B@D0B7C>DA=0<4=C

Mumbai: 8]SXPbF^a[S=^ !BPdaPe6W^bP[^]CWdabSPh_d[[TS^dc
Ua^\cWT`dPacTaUX]P[bcPVT^UcWT2288]cTa]PcX^]P[9BF8]SXP]B`dPbW
2XaRdXc SdT c^ P RP[U X]Ydah cWPc WT WPS bdbcPX]TS ^] FTS]TbSPh
3TUT]SX]VRWP\_X^]P]ScWXaSbTTS6W^bP[fW^bTRdaTSP" fX]^eTa
4Vh_cb <^WP\TS ATSP ^] fPh c^ cWT [Pbc TXVWc fPb SdT c^ UPRT
R^\_PcaX^cAP\XcCP]S^]aP]ZTS%'cWX]cWT`dPacTaUX]P[CWT!%hTPa
^[S:^[ZPcPQPbTSCP]S^]WPb]^fPdc^\PcXRP[[hVPX]TSP_[PRTX]cWT
bT\XUX]P[bU^acWTbTR^]STSXcX^]ad]]X]VPccWT2aXRZTc2[dQ^U8]SXP
5^a\Ta Yd]X^a ]PcX^]P[ RWP\_X^] CP]S^] d_bTc TXVWcW bTTS C^\
AXRWPaSb ^U 4]V[P]S fXcW bda_aXbX]V TPbT c^ T]cTa cWT `dPacTa UX]P[b
CP]S^]fX[[cPZT^]c^_bTTSCPaTZ<^\T]U^aP_[PRTX]BPcdSPhbUX]P[

C0<8;=03DB42DA4C7A44?>8=CB0608=BC34;78

Chennai: CP\X[=PSdVPX]TScWaTT_^X]cbU^abTRdaX]VcWTUXabcX]]X]Vb
[TPS PVPX]bc 3T[WX ^] cWT UX]P[ SPh ^U Xcb UX]P[ AP]YX Ca^_Wh 6a^d_ 1
\PcRWATbd\X]VPccWT^eTa]XVWcbR^aT^U!%'U^a%3T[WXbfPbP[[^dc
U^a""%ad]bX]UXabcX]]X]Vb1PccX]VPbTR^]ScX\TCP\X[=PSdfPb "
U^a  X] # ^eTab fWT] Xc RW^bT c^ STR[PaT P]S QaX]V P] T]S c^ cWT
_a^RTTSX]Vb<TP]fWX[TPc0\cPa:TaP[PQTPc7X\PRWP[?aPSTbWQhUXeT
fXRZTcb^]cWTUX]P[SPhc^VaPQbXg_^X]cbP]SaTPRW!%_^X]cb:TaP[P
QTRP\T cWT ^][h cTP\ Ua^\ 6a^d_ 1 c^ bTRdaT P b_^c X] cWT
0VT]RXTb
`dPacTaUX]P[

India in 2017 and since then they
have done really well in and outside
India. And one of the reasons for that
is MS and how he has guided these
two guys in the middle about how to
keep things tight and field placements.
"He has played a massive role ever
since the time he has left captaincy,"
he added.

F2B@D03B4CC;43

Vice-captain Rohit Sharma on
Thursday said India's World Cup
squad is more or less settled but

nobody should take his place for
granted as poor form could lead to
omissions.
Rohit said there could be one or
two changes in the squad, which will
take on Australia and New Zealand
in upcoming ODI series, depending
on poor form and injury in the coming months.
"The squad that plays these 13
ODIs is more or less the same squad
that will go to the World Cup. There
will be one or two changes, keeping
in mind the form and injury concerns over the next few months,"

Rohit said ahead of India's first ODI
against Australia.
"We played a lot of cricket
throughout the year, so injuries are
bound to happen. And there will be
some concerns about form and fitness. I don't see there will be any
drastic changes to the squad," he
added.
Talking about the slots in the
playing eleven, he said, "...More or
less, the slots are pretty much taken
by individuals but having said that,
I feel everything will depend on the
form of each player. Nobody is guaranteed that flight to England as yet.
"I would not say every individual that is going to be part of the next
few series would be playing the
World Cup. You have got to perform.
But there won't be drastic changes,"
said the stylish top-order batsman.
India last played ODIs in
Australia in 2016, and lost the fivematch series 1-4. Their top-order
comprising Rohit, Shikhar Dhawan
and Virat Kohli had excelled back
then too, but the middle order did
not support them enough.
Rohit was confident that those
shortcomings have been overcome
especially in preparation for the
World Cup.
"It's not about one or two individuals, it's about 11 of us contributing, including the 7 or 8 batters that will be playing. Individuals
may win one or two games but to
win the championship, the batting
unit needs to come together and at
some stage put their hands up and
say 'I'm going to take that challenge
and make the team get through the
finishing line.
"There will be times when your
top-order fails and the middle-order
has to take the responsibility and
they know that. I think they have
done that in the last series we have
played, in the Asia Cup, and also
against the West Indies in India," he
added.

few days back, took the fourth position in her weight category.
Following her was former world
champion L Sarita Devi at the 16th
spot.
India Open Gold-medallist and
world Bronze-winner Lovlina
Borgohain took the fifth position in
the 69kg category.
The men's rankings have not
been updated as yet.
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engaluru will host the first match of Australia's limited overs
tour of India with a T20 International on February 24, the BCCI
B
announced on Thursday.
The second T20I will be played in Visakhapatnam on
February 27, followed by five ODIs.
The first ODI will be held in Hyderabad on March 2, followed
by matches in Nagpur (March 5), Ranchi (March 8), Mohali (March
10) and New Delhi (March 13).
Both T20Is will be night matches starting at 7pm, and all five
ODIs will be day-night affairs, starting at 1:30 pm, according to a
BCCI release.
For Australia, this tour is set to be their last international assignment before the World Cup which starts on May 30 in England.
For India, this series will be followed by a home assignment
against Zimbabwe, before the players head into the IPL ahead of
the World Cup.
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ustralia all-rounder Mitchell
Marsh has been ruled of the
A
first ODI against India due to illness and the home team has
drafted uncapped Ashton
Turner as his cover.
Marsh has gastritis and has
spent the past two days in hospital.
Coach Justin Langer said
Marsh will not play in the first
ODI against India here on
Saturday and will monitor the
all-rounder's progress ahead of
the final two matches in
Adelaide (January 15) and
Melbourne (January 18).
Langer said the Perth
Scorchers player Turner's abili-

ty to finish off an innings with
the bat and his ability to create
pressure with his lightning running between the wickets were
what got him the nod.
"That might sound like the
dumbest thing you've ever
heard but you watch Ashton
Turner, the way he runs
between wickets is unbelievable. He's such a great athlete,
it puts so much pressure (on the
opposition)," he was quoted as
saying by Cricket Australia
official
website
'cricket.Com.Au'.
The 25-year-old Turner,
who has played in three T20
International matches in 2017,
has been in good form in Big
Bash League.
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verwhelmed by the comparisons with
O
Virender Sehwag after his 'dream debut' in
Australia, Mayank Agarwal says he will be happy
if he could do even half of what the former India
opener achieved in his illustrious career.
Former India batsman Sanjay Manjrekar and
his personal coach Irfan Sait are among those who
feel that "there is a little bit of Sehwag" in Agarwal,
who drew the flattering comparison with his
aggressive style of play.
Drafted into the squad in the middle of a wellpoised series, the 27-year-old rose to the occasion
with a 77, 76 and 42 in Melbourne and Sydney,
playing a crucial hand in India's maiden Test series
triumph Down Under.
"Honestly, I am not a fan of comparisons but
he is one of the greats of Indian cricket. I just like
to go in the middle, give my best and see what
comes out of it. Having said that, if I could do even
half of what he (Sehwag) did, I will be happy," the
Karnataka batsman said after returning home.
Agarwal had replaced the injured Prithvi Shaw
in the squad and facing the likes of Josh
Hazlewood, Pat Cummins and Mitchell Starc was
as tough a challenge as he could face in his debut
innings on Boxing Day.
"Definitely, it was (special), to make my debut
at the MCG and most importantly, to win the Test

?C8Q BH3=4H

ustralia coach Justin Langer
on Thursday said he has
A
never seen a batsman concen-

series in Australia. We became the first team from
the sub-continent to win a series in Australia.
There can't be a better start than this," said
Agarwal, who finally got his opportunity after
being on the fringes for a long time.
Agarwal saw off the new ball with Hanuma
Vihari on day one of the third Test before ending with an impressive 76 off 161 balls.
Asked about his mind-set going into the
Melbourne game, Agarwal said, "I was very excited that I have been called to represent India in
Australia in a well poised series. My thought was
I want to be a part of the action than sit out. When
I got the call from the selectors, I was very excited. It is a big moment for any cricketer, more so
if you do that in MCG on Boxing Day."

trate as hard as Cheteshwar
Pujara, who beats even the great
Sachin Tendulkar in that aspect.
Speaking for the first time
since the visiting team's maiden
Test triumph on Australian soil,
Langer said Pujara's concentration was a challenge for his
bowlers.
"...I have never seen a batsman watch the ball as closely as
he (Pujara) does, and that
includes Sachin Tendulkar and
Rahul Dravid. His concentration
was a challenge. And we have to
keep getting better just like him,
all our batsmen and bowlers,"
Langer said.
Langer said his bowlers
were stretched to the limit in the
Test series, especially in
Melbourne and Sydney.

"The guys are working very
hard and they are going okay.
The first innings in Melbourne
and Sydney, honestly, sucked the
life out of us because when you
are in the field for two days, with
only one spin bowler, that takes
energy out of the group," he said
ahead of ODI series.

"We have the best spinner
and three outstanding pace
bowlers, against the outstanding
Pujara and Kohli. So it takes
some mental and physical energy out. "There are new players
and new staff for these three
games, so that brings new energy to the group...," he added.
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he
Committee
of
Administrators chief
Vinod Rai on Thursday recommended a two-ODI ban on
India players Hardik Pandya
and KL Rahul for their controversial comments on
women in a TV show but fellow COA member Diana
Edulji referred the matter to
the BCCI's legal cell.
If the ban is imposed, the 7PaSXZ?P]ShPP]S:; APWd[_^bTU^a
duo could miss the first two _W^c^fXcW:PaP]9^WPaX]WXbbW^f
matches of a three-ODI series slammed as misogynistic and
against Australia starting sexist, prompting the CoA to
issue a show cause notice on
Saturday in Sydney.
"I am not convinced with Wednesday. The all-rounder,
Hardik's explanation and I in response, said he was sinhave recommended a two- cerely regretful and would not
match ban for both players. repeat the behaviour.
"Diana has sought legal
However the final decision
will be taken once Diana gives opinion whether the duo can
be banned. So, obviously a
her go ahead," Rai said.
Pandya's comments on decision will be taken once she
'Koffee with Karan' were gives her nod. As far as I am

concerned, the comments were
crass, in bad taste and unacceptable," Rai said.
Edulji also sought the
opinion of BCCI acting president CK Khanna, acting secretary Amitabh Chaudhary
and treasurer Anirudh
Chaudhry on the issue.
Responding to her query,
Anirudh recommended a suspension for the two and a gender sensitisation programme
for them.
"The players must be
immediately suspended pending a proper inquiry and must
be allowed to join the team (if
selected) only once they have
gone through a proper sensitisation in addition to serving
a ban, if imposed upon them,"
he said.
Anirudh said there should
also be an investigation into
how the two players appeared
on an entertainment show.
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ishabh Pant might have created a new record
for an Indian wicket keeper by
taking 11 catches in a Test in
Australia, but former stumper
Farokh Engineer says the Delhi
youngster has a lot of technical problems in his primary job, while praising the left hander's batting heroics.
Engineer said Pant reminds
him of his young days.
"His approach is same as M S
Dhoni's. But don't praise him skyhigh at the moment. Encourage him.
(But) He's technically so incorrect,"
said the one-time flamboyant wicket keeper batsman.
Pant had also scored a blazing hundred, the
first by an Indian wicket keeper in Australia, in
the drawn final Test at Sydney to top his record
number of catches behind the stumps in the first
match of the series at Adelaide.
Pant's flamboyant batting exploits, however,
have impressed Engineer so much that he wondered how the Indian selectors can afford to leave
him out in favour of the seasoned Dhoni for this

year's World Cup in England.
"Question is, for the World Cup will you pick
Dhoni? How can you drop Pant? He has done so
well. These are the questions for the
selectors —the three selectors who
between them must have played one
and a half Tests," he said, before he was
corrected that there was a five-man
selection panel now with two more
additions to the list.
"I don't want to sound harsh. Give
him time. He (Pant) will improve. I
wish I could have a couple of times
with him to make him a good wicket keeper," said Engineer.
Explaining further, Engineer said
Pant snatches the ball, gets up too early
and does not move his feet.
"A good wicket keeper moves his feet, goes
to the ball and does not dive all the time; uses his
feet all the time," the Mumbai-born stumper of
the 1960s and 1970s said.
"He's young he will learn from mistakes.
Wicket- keeping is not taught, it's a natural thing.
He has to iron out certain elementary things. I love
his approach. He's such a good, natural player. I
am sure his wicket keeping will improve," he said.

