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In a setback to the coalition
Government of Congress and

Janata Dal(S) in Karnataka,
two Independent MLAs on
Tuesday withdrew their support
even as the BJP shifted nearly
100 of its MLAs to Manesar in
Haryana. Unfazed by these
developments, Chief Minister
HD Kumaraswamy said he was
“totally relaxed” and there was
no threat to his Government.

R Shankar of Ranebennur
and MLA H Nagesh from
Mulabagilu Assembly con-
stituency wrote to Governor
Vaju Bhai Vala saying they
were withdrawing support to
the coalition Government led
by Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy. 

These Independent MLAs
had extended their support to
the Congress-JD(S) alliance
when it was formed in May last.
Political experts say at this
juncture it may not affect the
stability of the coalition
Government since the
Congress with 80 MLAs and
the JD(S) with 37 enjoy a clear
majority in the 224-member
Karnataka legislature where
halfway mark is 113.

Congress leader and
Deputy Chief Minister G
Parameshwara said, “We have
heard that the two Independent
MLAs want to withdraw sup-
port to the Government. As
Independents, they are free to
take any decision they want.

They had extended support
when the Government was
formed and one of them was
made a Minister for a while.”

Asserting that he was total-
ly relaxed and is sure about his
strength, the Chief Minister
said, “If two MLAs withdraw
their support, what will be the
numbers? I’m totally relaxed. I
know my strength. Whatever is
going on in media in the past
week, I am enjoying,” he said.

Taking a swipe at the BJP,
the Chief Minister said, “What
is going to happen? If two
Independents declare support

(to BJP). What will be the
numbers?” 

Amid claims that the BJP
was trying to lure the Congress
MLAs and whisked away three
of them to Mumbai, AICC gen-
eral secretary KC Venugopal
held a meeting with
Kumaraswamy after holding
discussions with former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah, Deputy
Chief Minister G Parameshwara,
senior Minister DK Shivakumar,
Home Minister MB Patil and
other party functionaries.

Later speaking to reporters,
the Chief Minister said “This

‘Operation Lotus’ is a false
alarm created by media. There
is no threat to the Government.
I enjoy the news channels run-
ning programmes like soap
opera about threat to the
Government.”

Operation Lotus refers to
BJP’s poaching of MLAs from
other parties during BS
Yeddyurappa’s first stint as
Chief Minister.

JD(S) chief and former
Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda also said nothing would
happen to the Government
headed by his son. “It is not in
anybody’s hands, including the
media. However much you cry
hoarse, nothing will happen
because it is in the hands of God.
When a party (JDS) of 38 MLAs
gets the blessings of a national
party (Congress), it is all the wish
of God,” Gowda said.

Gowda also criticised
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
over allegations that Rs 60
crore and ministerial positions
were offered to the MLAs of the
ruling coalition by the BJP.

“Does it look good that a
national party (BJP) is hoard-
ing its 104 MLAs? I am not
talking about Amit Shah but
Modi, who talks a lot through-
out the day,” he said.

Brushing aside any threat
to Kumaraswamy 
Government, Venugopal said
the coalition Government
would continue despite the
BJP’s “ugly and dirty” horse-
trading attempts.
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The Supreme court on
Tuesday refused to give the

go-ahead to the BJP’s pro-
posed “rath yatras” in West
Bengal, saying the law-and-
order apprehension flagged by
the State Government was not
“totally unfounded”. The SC
directed the BJP to seek a
fresh approval from the
Mamata Banerjee Government
by submitting a revised pro-
posal.

The court, however,
allowed the West Bengal unit of
the BJP to continue with its
proposed public rallies and
meetings under its “Ganatantra
Bachao Yatra”. 

The SC asked the Bengal
Government to consider BJP’s
revised proposal, keeping in
mind the fundamental right of
freedom of speech and expres-
sion guaranteed under the
Constitution. “Once such a
proposal is submitted, the State
Government will consider the
matter and pass appropriate
orders, keeping in mind that
the present involves a case of
exercise of the fundamental
rights, inter alia, under Article
19(1)(a) of the Constitution of
India. It is in that spirit that we
expect the State Government to
deal with the matter on receipt
of such revised proposal as may
be submitted,” the SC said.

The Bengal BJP had chal-
lenged the December 21 order
of a Division Bench of the
Calcutta High Court, which

had set aside the order of a sin-
gle-judge Bench allowing the
processions. It had also asked
the Bengal BJP to submit a
revised plan for its “Save
Democracy Rally” for the State
Government’s consideration.

“Looking into the details of
the proposed rath yatras and
the order of the State
Government dated January 14,
2019, we cannot say that the
apprehensions expressed by
the State Government are total-
ly unfounded,” said a Bench
headed by Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi. 

“It is for the State
Government to maintain law
and order in the State and the
apprehensions expressed in the
order will have to be addressed
by the petitioner
in a reasonable manner,” said

the SC.
The Bench, also compris-

ing Justices L Nageswara Rao
and Sanjay Kishan Kaul, noted
the State Government’s sub-
mission that it had no objec-
tions in allowing public meet-
ings and rallies and had mere-
ly sought the details and sched-
ules of such events from the
BJP. The top court also asked
the State Government to

respond to the revised proposal
of the BJP with “utmost expe-
dition”, keeping in mind that
with the commencement of the
CBSE and other board exami-
nations, the use of loudspeak-
ers might be banned.

Appearing for the BJP,
senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi
said the State authorities were
not granting permission saying
the processions would be com-
munal at some places and
political at other places. 

He assailed the observa-
tions made in the report of the
State chief secretary and other
officials that the “rath yatras”
would have members of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), the Bajrang 
Dal, the Durga Vahini and the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)
and said to note that the par-
ticipants would make the ral-
lies communal was improper.

“All these outfits — RSS,
Bajrang Dal, Durga Vahini and
Vishwa Hindu Parishad — are
not banned outfits. We are a
responsible party. How can
they say it will be communal at
places and political at some
other places? I have my
fundamental right to say what-
ever I want,” Rohatgi said.
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In a major decision, the Centre
on Tuesday announced that

the HRD Ministry will imple-
ment 10 per cent reservation for
economically weaker section of
the general category from the
2019 academic session and
increase around 25 per cent
seats in higher educational
institutions and universities
across the country. 

The announcement comes
following the Constitutional
amendment in Parliament last
week to provide 10 per cent
reservation to general category
poor in jobs and education,
with the Government terming
the landmark move as “slog
over sixes”. President Ram Nath
Kovind has also given his assent
to the Bill paving way for reser-
vations in the said category. The
quota will be over and above the
existing 50 per cent reservation
to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Other Backward

Classes (OBCs).
Though financial implica-

tions are yet to be ascertained
after several rounds of meet-
ings, sources said initial esti-
mates reflect that around 10
lakh seats will have to be added
in institutions across the coun-
try, including Central univer-
sities, IITs and IIMs, among
other prestigious higher edu-
cational institutions.

HRD Minister Prakash
Javadekar told reporters that the
decision was taken at a meeting
of officials from the Ministry,
University Grants Commission
(UGC) and the All India
Council of Technical Education
(AICTE). He said that the pri-
vate universities are also ready

to implement the quota.
“The reservation will be

implemented from the 2019-
2020 academic session itself.
Nearly 25 per cent seats will be
added to ensure that the reser-
vation does not disturb the
existing quota for SC, ST and
other categories. There are
around 40,000 colleges and 900
universities across the country
and supernumerary quota will
be provided in these,” Javadekar
said at a late evening Press con-
ference in this regard.

The Minister, however, did
not specify the number of seats
which will be added. “The
modalities are being worked
out and within a week’s time we
will have the exact number of
seats that will be added. The
operation manuals about how
to implement the quota will be
issued soon.

The colleges and univer-
sities will also be asked to
mention the quota in their
prospectus as well and make
infrastructural arrangements
accordingly,” he added.

HRD Ministry last week
had convened a meeting to work
out the modalities to implement
10 per cent reservation for the
“economically weaker” sections
among general category in high-
er educational institutions. 
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Taking the fight to his ene-
mies’ camps on Tuesday,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
warned both the LDF and the
UDF that the day is not far off
when the BJP would unseat
them and win power in Kerala.
Addressing a huge NDA rally
at the historical Cantonment
Grounds at Kollam, Prime
Minister Modi lambasted the
CPI(M)-led LDF as well as the
Congress-led UDF for their
stance on the Sabarimala
Temple issue.

“The entire nation is speak-
ing about Sabarimala. The
blunders of the CPI(M) would
go down in history as the most
shameful act. 

The CPI(M) speaks about
gender justice while they
behaved in the most shameful

and inhumane manner at
Sabarimala Temple. Why did
they oppose in Parliament the
Bill banning triple talaq if they
have concern for gender justice

and welfare of women?” asked
the Prime Minister.

Modi also said the
Communists are known for
their hatred to Indian history,

culture and spirituality; the
Congress is also no different in
this issue. 

“The BJP is the only polit-
ical party which believes and
works for the all-inclusive
growth of the population,”
Modi added.

He said the Congress is
notorious for its double stan-
dard as well as hypocrisy.
“What is their stance on
Sabarimala? They speak some-
thing in Parliament only to
contradict the same the next
day outside the House. 

The LDF and the UDF are
the two sides of the same coin.
They are the ones who
strengthened casteism, com-
munalism and corruption in
the country,” Modi said, and
listed the achievements made
by the country under the NDA
regime during the last four and

a half years.
The Prime Minister point-

ed out that Kollam, which was
once famous for its cashew nut
industry, is suffering because
the Governments led by the
UDF or the LDF did nothing to
revive and resuscitate the sec-
tor. He assured the people of
Kollam in general and Kerala
in particular that the BJP would
soon emerge as the ruling
party of the State. 

“I know the karyakartas of
the BJP are being assaulted,
attacked and victimised by the
LDF Government.

I would like to remind the
Communists and the Congress
that if we could win over peo-
ple in Tripura where we had no
representation, Kerala is not far
away. Our workers will over-
come and win Kerala too,” said
the Prime Minister.
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Leader of Congress in the
Lok Sabha Mallikarjun

Kharge has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
terming the appointment of M
Nageswara Rao as the CBI’s
interim director “illegal” and
demanding that a meeting of
the Selection Committee be
convened immediately to
appoint a new chief of the
probe agency.

Kharge, who is part of the
Prime Minister-headed three-
member panel that removed
Alok Verma as CBI chief,
alleged that the Government is
scared of CBI led by an “inde-
pendent” director. “Actions of
the Government indicate that

it’s scared of a CBI headed by
an independent director,”
Kharge wrote in his letter to
PM Modi.

He also demanded that
the Government come clean on
the issues and make public the
CVC report, Justice AK
Patnaik’s report and minutes of

the January 10 meeting. Rao’s
appointment as CBI interim
chief is “illegal”, the Congress
leader wrote in the letter.

Barely two days after the
Supreme Court reinstated him,
Verma was on Thursday last
removed as CBI Director by the
high-powered committee head-
ed by PM Modi on charges of
corruption and dereliction of
duty, in an unprecedented
action in the Central probe
agency’s 55-year history.

There were eight charges
against Verma in the CVC
report presented before the
committee that also comprised
Kharge and Justice AK Sikri,
appointed by Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi as his
nominee. 
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A22 year-old man preparing
for the competitive exam-

ination has been arrested by the
Delhi Police for allegedly send-
ing an email last week to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal’s office threatening to
kidnap the AAP leader’s daugh-
ter. 

The man wanted to draw
the attention of a high-profile
person in order to get better
treatment for his psychiatric
issues, police said. 

The man identified as
Vikas Rai was arrested from
Rae Bareilly in Uttar Pradesh
on Tuesday. 

“After sending the e-mail,
Rai had left for his sister’s
place in Rae Bareilly. The police
traced him and asked him to
join the investigation. He was
arrested on Tuesday after the
police took permission from
the court since the FIR was reg-
istered for non-cognisable
offences,” said a senior police
official. 

The accused, who was
undergoing treatment for psy-
chiatric issues at the Safdarjung
Hospital here and was declared
fit, felt he needed better treat-
ment facilities, said the police
officer. 

��������	
���������������������
�

�������	�
����������������	�������
���������������	���������������	�������	�������
�����������	��������
�����������������	�����������	�����������������������������	���	�
������	����������	�����
�������������� �� ����������
� ������	���������������������!"#
���$�����%�����������
��&�'����
����
����������(&!��	�	�� �� �����
������
���������������)�����
�*���	�+	�
����,�����%������	�-���.
��������&�%���	�����	�������	������������������������������� +�/

���������
�
�� �!�"#$
���������%%

���&''�����
����������

()���%�������������������
�� ���������"#$������������
�������	
	���������
�����
����	���������
����
�����������
�����������	�������	�����	��������

������������	�
������������������
���	����������

����	����������
�����	�������	�
��������	����	
��������
��� !"

#���	����
��	���$��������%�������
��������������	���&��������'�(������

�������
�
���������������
��
�
�
�����
��
����
��������� �������������������
��� ������������!���" ��#���$�#��
���� #%��#������ �#��&���� �#���� �
 ������%�����'��# ���	�$����� �%��$�
����(�#�) �*��������%�##� #�����)��
%��������������)�� #%��#������
�� #�#��*��+ �������������&���%���$
����,��� �����-#��� ' ��*�(����	��
����)�#� �. ��

���������������������
����� ��!��
�����"�
��������� �����/,�������%��
���#��)������ �#�#�� ���� � #���#(
�� �$�� � #���#�+�����&������ �*
,��##�%��$����%�#�����������01
���%�#��%��##�����%�����)�$������
��2��$������)#.�

#����$�
�������
�
�
���%�����
��
�

&'()*+&*� 3 2����#��#(� �%��� �*
�+��%� �����(����+��������45�+���
��#%����������#��)��$������&���
%��# 6��� ��������������
� '��� ��������#����-#�������&��
� #�� %�(���� %��#� �. �,

�������
��
���� /�����

ABSF officer was martyred
in a fresh “sniper” attack by

Pakistan Rangers, first in 2019,
along the International border
in Hiranagar sector of Kathua
on Tuesday. The BSF troops,
led by Assistant Commandant
Vinay Prasad were carrying
out Border domination patrol
near Pansar border post in
Hiranagar, when they were
fired upon by Pakistan snipers
around 10.50 am. 

The BSF officer received
serious injuries as he was hit in
the abdomen. According to a
BSF spokesman in Jammu,
“the injured officer was taken
to Military Hospital in Satwari,
Jammu, where he succumbed.”

Detailed report on P7
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Union Minister Smriti Irani
and Congress chief Rahul

Gandhi engaged themselves in
verbal duel over social media
with the former taking a jibe on
the way Congress awarded
Bharat Ratna on themselves,
after Rahul made a mockery of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on him being conferred with
Philip Kotler Presidential
award. 

Irani’s lash out came after
Rahul took a swipe at Modi for
receiving the Philip Kotler
Presidential award. “I want to
congratulate our PM on win-
ning the world famous ‘Kotler
Presidential Award’!. In fact it’s
so famous it has no jury, has
never been given out before &
is backed by an unheard of
Aligarh company. Event
Partners: Patanjali & Republic
TV :),” Rahul Gandhi tweeted. 

In a sharp retort, Irani,
while tagging Rahul Gandhi’s
tweet, suggested that unlike
Prime Minister Modi, who
was awarded by someone else,
Gandhi family members had
conferred themselves the coun-
try’s top civilian honour.

Irani is again looking for-
ward to contest from Rahul
Gandhi’s Lok Sabha con-
stituency Amethi. Last week
she was on a two-day tour to
the constituency where she
pointed about the under devel-
opment of the Gandhi bastion. 

“Rich !!! Coming from a
person whose illustrious fam-
ily decided to confer the ‘Bharat
Ratna’ on themselves,” Irani
tweeted, mocking Rahul’s
remark.

Modi received the first-
ever Philip Kotler Presidential
award on Monday. The award
focuses on the triple bottom-
line of ‘people, profit and plan-
et’. It will be offered annually to
the leader of a nation, a state-
ment from the Prime Minister’s
Office said. According to the
award citation, Modi was
selected for his “outstanding
leadership for the nation”. 

Another Congress leader
Kapil Sibal took a jibe at Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath government over
the invoking of the National
Security Act (NSA) against
three persons arrested in con-

nection with an alleged cow-
slaughter incident, saying NSA
for those accused of killing
cows while freedom for those
involved in the killing of a
policeman.

“Wah Yogi ji (Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath)...NSA for those
accused of killing cows.
Freedom for those involved in
killing Inspector Subodh Kant
Singh,” Sibal said in a tweet.
The Bulandshahr district
administration on Monday
invoked the NSA against three
persons arrested in connection
with an alleged cow-slaughter
incident in Siyana tehsil last
month.
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Union Home Secretary Rajiv
Gauba on Tuesday held a

meeting with senior officials
including BSF DG RK Mishra
and Punjab Chief Secretary
Karan Singh Avtar on the issue
of Kartarpur corridor here.
The meeting of senior officials
of Centre and Punjab dis-
cussed on security, logistics
and administration issues relat-
ed to Kartarpur Corridor. The
other officials who attended the
meeting included Punjab DGP,
Intelligence, Dinkar Gupta,
Indian High Commissioner to
Pakistan Ajay Bisaria and
NHAI officials.

Earlier in the day, Punjab
Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh sought waiver of the
passport condition for pilgrims
to pay obeisance at Kartarpur
Sahib Gurdwara in Pakistan on
the 550th birth anniversary
celebrations of Guru Nanak
Dev. In a letter to Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh, he
requested that the condition of
mandatory passport for devo-
tees seeking to cross the
Kartarpur Corridor be waived.
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Days after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called for

a strong research ecosystem in
the State universities and col-
leges, the Union Science and
Technology Minister Dr Harsh
Vardhan on Tuesday launched
two science communications
initiatives — DD Science and
India Science — with an aim to
develop a scientific tempera-
ment among people particu-
larly children here.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr Harsh Vardhan said while
there was no dearth of ideas,
talent and potential in the
country, developing a scientif-
ic temperament was a “critical
necessity” and the ultimate
aim was to launch a 24/7 chan-
nel dedicated to science.

A pact was inked between
Vigyan Prasar, an autonomous
organisation under
Department of Science and
Technology (DST) and
Doordarshan on the occasion. 

Director General,
Doordarshan, Supriya Sahu
said that during a survey in vil-
lages it was found that youth
wanted science related pro-
gramme and it is hoped that the
new initiative will be meet
their needs. “The channels will
have science based documen-
taries, studio based discussions,
virtual walkthroughs of scien-
tific institutions, interviews and
short films and will be com-
pletely free to access,” she said.
While DD Science is a one hour
slot on Doordarshan National

channel, India Science is an
internet based channel.
Secretary, Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting,
Amit Khare said Doordarshan
reaches over 3 crore houses in
the country and would be an
impactful medium for the pop-
ularisation of science. 

Khare also said that
Doordarshan would be an ideal
platform to send the scientific
findings across.

CEO Prasar Bharati Shashi
Shekhar Vempati said the chan-
nels were dedicated to science
and will “enhance the spirit of
enquiry in children”  while
Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary,
DST said pointed out that DST
ranks number five in the world
in the research publications.

The Prime Minister early
this year after inaugurating the
106th Indian Science Congress
in Jalandhar had said that India
needs to emerge among top
three economic superpowers
and it can happen only through
science and innovation.

Emphasising the need to
make big strides in the field of
science and research, had
added ‘Jai Anusandhan’ to the
popular phrase ‘Jai Jawan, Jai
Kisan, Jai Vigyan’. He urged the
science, technology and inno-
vation advisory council to for-
mulate an action plan to
encourage research and inno-
vation in colleges and univer-
sities. 
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While girls outperform
boys in academics, when

it comes to basic arithmetic
boys seem to hold a substantial
advantage over girls, according
to the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER),
2018. Nationally, 50 per cent of
all boys in the age group 14 to
16 can correctly solve a division
problem as compared to 44 per
cent of all girls, the report stat-
ed. The ASER covered 596
districts, 354,944 households
and 546,527 children in the 3-
16 age group. 

The survey took into
account three major aspects,
including school enrolment
and attendance, basic reading
and math abilities, and school
facilities with sports infra-
structure.

According to the report,
girls outperformed boys in
academics but when when it
came to basic arithmetic, boys
seem to hold a substantial
advantage over girls.

For the first time in 2018,
the number of children in the
6 to 14 age group, who are not
enrolled in school, fell below 3
per cent and stood at 2.8 per
cent. 

In 2006, the all-India pro-
portion of girls in the age
group 11 to 14, who were out
of school, stood at 10.3 per
cent. In that year, nine major
states had out of school figures
for girls (age 11-14) above 10
per cent, the report stated. 

“In 2018, the overall pro-
portion of girls in the 11 to 14
age group out of school has fall-
en to 4.1 per cent. This figure
is more than 5 per cent in only
four states. 

“Further, ten years ago in
2008, nationally, more than 20
per cent of girls in the 15 to 16
age group were not enrolled in
school. In 2018, this figure
has decreased to 13.5 per cent,”
stated the report.

According to the report,
reading abilities of children
have also shown gradual
improvement. 
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Visit to the 13th-century
Hauz Khas monuments in

Delhi, archival marvel Tomb of
Lal Khan constructed by King
Naresh in 1773 and
Chaukhandi Stupa Sarnath
housing various stupas (both in
Varanasi), Piprahwa and
Ganwaria in Sidarthnagar and
Gupta Temple in Lalitpur in
Uttar Pradesh besides 22 other
monuments across the country
will be, in all likelihood, not
free soon. In other words, the
visitors will have to loosen
their purse strings in case they
plan to visit these 27 identified
historical sites (see box). Indian
visitor will have to pay �35 for
a ticket while for a foreigner

entry fee will be �550. 
The Archeological Survey

of India (ASI) under the Union
Culture Ministry has issued a
preliminary notification in this

regard, seeking public views.
The notification issued on
January 4, 2019 has been
uploaded on the website of the
ASI till next 45 days when pub-

lic or experts can suggest or
object the proposed inclusion
of monuments under the tick-
et ambit. Once notification
becomes effective, there will be

total 143 monuments in the
country that will attract entry
fees.

“These monuments have
their historical values and need
better protection. The ticketing
will help generate fund for
their upkeep as well as con-
structing better amenities for
the visitors,” said an official
from the ASI. He said that these
monuments attract high foot-
falls and hence the money
generated will be pumped in
the upkeep of these tourists
spots only, he said.

Making the monuments
ticketed would also deter anti-
social elements and those who
deface monuments or put graf-
fiti on them.
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Crediting Narendra Modi
for leading India as the

fastest growing major economy,
Union Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley on Tuesday said India
needs a decisive Prime Minister
with a clear mandate to deliv-
er economic growth and satis-
fy the country’s aspirations, and
not an unworkable alliance
with maverick leadership.

“Who should be India’s
Prime Minister, if India wants
to achieve this? Should he/she
be constrained by his/her rival
aspirants who have reluctant-
ly supported him/her out of
mere dislike for a common
opponent or does India need a
Prime Minister with a clear
mandate as in 2014. 

Jaitley in a blog said India
has emerged as the fastest
growing major economy under
Modi though it is still not sat-
isfied with 7-7.5 per cent GDP
growth and wants to “break the
8 per cent barrier”.

“Only such a Prime
Minister can deliver growth
and satisfy the nation’s aspira-
tions” Jaitley said in an appar-
ent dig at “mahagathbandhan”
being propped up by
Opposition parties with the
sole objective of defeating the
BJP in the forthcoming gener-
al elections.

The pre-requisite for
ensuring growth is a decisive
leadership, consistency in pol-
icy direction and a strong and
stable Government, and not “an
unworkable alliance with mav-
erick leadership whose longevi-

ty is a suspect can never achieve
this” he said in the blog titled
‘Political stability, Decisive
Leadership and a Clear
Mandate — Their Relationship
with Growth’ .

Under Modi, Jaitley said
India recorded a growth rate of
7.3 per cent during 2014-15 to
2018-19 as against 6.9 per cent
in UPA 1 and 6.7 per cent in
UPA 2. Also, the inflation too
during the five-year period
remained at a low of 4.6 per
cent as against 5.7 per cent in
UPA 1 and 10.1 per cent in
UPA 2.

“The average GDP growth
of 7.3 per cent during the five
years of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is on a much
larger base than that of his pre-
decessors” he said. 

He also said India’s fiscal

discipline during the past five
years has been amongst the
best as compared to any pre-
ceding period.

He said that when Modi
came to power, India was the
tenth largest economy in GDP
terms in the world. Presently,
the fifth, sixth and seventh
largest economies namely the
United Kingdom, France and
India are within a very narrow
range. eom

“A marginal fluctuation of
currency values alters the size
of the economies. India, of
course, is projected to grow
next year at 7.5 per cent. 

“This will conclusively
ensure that India, at the end of
the next Financial Year, could
possibly be the fifth largest
economy in the world,” the
Finance Minister said.
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Issuing a stern warning to
Pakistan that India will not

hesitate in carrying out strong
action against inimical moves,
Army Chief General Bipin
Rawat on Tuesday said the
western neighbour continues to
aid and abet terrorism.

Making this assertion while
addressing Army personnel on
the occasion of the 71st Army
Day here, he also said the
Indian forces were giving a
“befitting reply” to the enemy
on the Line of Control (LoC)
and inflicting heavy losses.
The Army is making all efforts
to ensure dominance on the
LoC and will continue to do so,
he added.

“Our forces are giving a
befitting reply to our enemies
along the Line of Control
(LoC). They are suffering heavy
losses. I am warning our enemy
(across the LoC) that we will
not hesitate in carrying out
strong action against any inim-
ical action,” Rawat said. 

Referring to the situation in
Jammu & Kashmir, he said the
army has inflicted heavy dam-
age to terrorists adding youths
in the state were being ter-
rorised and forced to take up
arms. “We do not want that
people in J&K are disturbed.
Our neighbouring country has

a hand in these activities.
Terrorists are being trained
and given arms by our neigh-
bouring country, which is being
termed State-sponsored ter-
rorism globally,” the Army
chief said.

As regards the situation on
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) with China, Rawat said
the armies of both 

India and China have
issued new guidelines to their
respective forces.

“Efforts are on to maintain
peace and tranquility along
the (eastern) border. But we
will keep reviewing the situa-
tion. Our soldiers will not
allow any compromise in
guarding the border in the
eastern sector,” he said adding
that the orders given by the
Government will be strictly fol-
lowed.

Giving the assessment on

the scenario in the North-east,
Rawat said the situation is
peaceful in the region and the
Army is carrying out regular
anti-insurgency operations.

He also urged Army per-
sonnel and their families to be
careful in using social media
which he said is being used for
radicalisation. Referring to crit-
icism of the Army’s pyramid
structure, the Army chief said,
“For us, the VIP is the jawan
who faces the enemy along the
LoC.” On synergy and jointness
with the Navy and IAF, he said
“we will achieve decisive vic-
tory along with the Navy and
the Air Force in case of a war.”
The Army, Rawat said, was car-
rying out major restructuring
and modernisation of the
Army. 

“The security challenge
facing the country will become
more complex in the coming
years. We will have to keep
enhancing our combat prowess
so that we can defeat our
adversaries. I assure that we will
keep the trust reposed on us by
the people of the country,” the
Army chief said.

Earlier, he reviewed the
Army Day parade at the
Cariappa Parade Ground,
Delhi Cantonment and award-
ed 15 Sena Medal (including
five posthumously) for indi-
vidual acts of gallantry.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday asked the
UPSC secretary to personally
appear and inform the court if
the commission prepares a
panel of senior IPS officers for
director general of police
(DGP) appointments by state
governments.

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi sought
the presence of the Union
Public Service Commission
secretary at 10.30 am on
Wednesday to ascertain
whether the commission

makes a panel of senior police
officers who are considered for
appointment as DGPs.

The direction came after
lawyer Prashant Bhushan said
the lists of senior IPS officers are
not prepared by the UPSC but
by the Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT).

The apex court was hear-
ing applications of various State
Governments, including
Punjab, Haryana and Bihar,
seeking to implement their
local laws regarding selection
and appointment of DGP.PTI
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The Comptroller and
Auditor General has

refused to disclose details about
its audit in the controversial
Rafale aircraft deal, saying the
process is not yet complete and
any disclosure at this stage
will amount to breach of the
Parliament’s privilege, an RTI
reply said.

In its response to Pune-
based activist Vihar Durve
who had sought the report
from CAG, the country’s audi-
tor said, “The audit is under
progress and the report is yet
to be finalised. The information
cannot be given under Section
8(1)(C) of the RTI Act as the
disclosure would cause breach
of Parliament”. 

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday said it would
hear a plea by Zakia Jafri, chal-
lenging the SIT’s clean chit to
then Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi in connection
with the 2002 Godhra riots,
after four weeks.

Zakia, the wife of ex-MP
Ehsan Jafri who was one of the
68 killed in Ahmedabad’s
Gulberg society, has challenged
the Gujarat High Court’s
October 5, 2017 order rejecting
her plea against the SIT’s deci-

sion. The matter came up for
hearing before a Bench of
Justices AM Khanwilkar and
Ajay Rastogi. 

“You are asking for four
weeks and we are giving you
four weeks. List the matter
after four weeks,” the Bench
said.

The court previously said it
will also look into the applica-
tion by social activist Teesta
Setalvad on becoming a co-
petitioner in Zakia’s plea ahead
of hearing the main case. PTI
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Chief Secretary Sunil Kumar
Kujur on Tuesday chaired

the quarterly meeting of State-
level Bankers Committee
(SLBC) at the Mantralaya here.

The Chief Secretary direct-
ed officials to resolve cases of
financial assistance to benefi-
ciaries from banks on a prior-
ity basis.

Kujur reviewed the status
of implementation of schemes
such as Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Beema Yojana,
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Beema Yojana, Atal Pension
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Beema Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, National
Livelihood Mission besides
other schemes.

It was informed in the
meeting that the Pradhan
Mantri Beema Yojana had
41,35,321 beneficiaries getting
insured. Similarly , 10,04,751
persons were insured under
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Beema Yojana, 1,63,483 per-
sons enrolled under Atal
Pension Yojana, 4,48,414 per-
sons as beneficiaries under
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
who were forwarded loan of a
total of Rs 3,025.63 crore.

Under the Standup
scheme,  loans worth Rs 42.84
crore were approved for 811
beneficiaries . A total of
13,33,246 farmers were regis-
tered under Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Yojana . 
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Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel will  hoist the

National Flag  in the capital on
Republic Day on January 26.

Chhattisgarh Assembly
Speaker Charandas Mahant

will hoist the Flag at Janjgir-
Champa.

Rest of the State Ministers
and MLAs will hoist the
National Flag in various dis-
tricts of the State. The order to
this effect had been issued by
General Administration
Department at Mantralaya .
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The Inter Alumni Tennis
Ball Tournament for CEO

Trophy 2018-19 was inaugu-
rated on Tuesday by Bhilai
Steel Plant (BSP) CEO AK
Rath, a company press release
informed.

People for Animaks or PFA
(Durg Bhilai  unit 2), an orga-
nization of young boys and
girls that works for
Environment Preservation and

Animal Welfare presented a
dance drama performance to
spread the message of peaceful
coexistence with all other life
forms. They were appreciated
and honoured by the BSP CEO,
it stated.

After a brief  introduction
with the 21 teams participating
this year, the CEO  declared the
tournament open.

This was followed by the
inaugural match. In the inau-
gural match, CA/ICWAI XI

took on MACTOSA Bhopal.
Electing to bat after winning
the toss, CA/ICWAI XI reached
a big score of 171 for the loss
of a single wicket with Alankar
scoring 116 runs not out.

In reply MACTOSA could
only score 89/8 in the allocat-
ed 15 overs. Distant top scored
with 24 runs and Pratish
Jagtap bagged 4 wickets.
Alankar was declared as the
Man of the Match for his bril-
liant century.
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In a bid to
achieve the tar-

get of winning all
the 11 Lok Sabha
seats from the
state, a crucial
meeting of all the
frontal organiza-
tions cells and
Morchas of
Congress party is
scheduled to be
held at party’s
State headquar-
ters on
Wednesday.

Notably, the party's state
election campaign In-charge
and Chief minister Bhupesh
Baghel had set a target of win-
ning all the 11 Lok Sabha seats
in the upcoming polls.

Party sources informed
that the activists of frontal
organizations, Morchas/
Prakoshthas would be apprised
about the directives from All
India Congress Committee.

Strict adoption of the
instructions and effective
implementation of the strategy
formulated would be exhorted
in the meeting to be held,
sources said. Expectations of
AICC have now expanded with
gaining of two-thirds majority in
the recently held assembly elec-
tions in the State and now the
party is busy formulating strat-
egy for winning all the 11 Lok
Sabha seats, sources said.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi was
accorded warm welcome by Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel at Swami
Vivekananda Airport here on Tuesday.

This was Prime Minister’s  first visit to
Chhattisgarh after formation of Congress
government in the State.

Modi congratulated the Chief Minister
for constituting and leading the new
Government in the State. The Prime
Minister then left for Balangir (Odisha) by
Indian Air Force helicopter at 9.09 am. 

Former Chief Minister Raman Singh,
Rajya Sabha member Ramvichar Netam,
Leader of Opposition Dharamalal Kaushik
and other BJP leaders were also present.
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Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Tuesday said that the Central

Government’s Ayushman Bharat scheme was
under study and could be replaced by his
Government with another scheme. Health
Minister T.S. Singhdeo is personally study-
ing the proposal of replacing the Central
scheme with a ‘Universal Health Scheme’, he
said. Talking to reporters here at Swami
Vivekananda Airport on Tuesday morning
the Chief Minister hinted that a health
scheme for all could be launched in the State
for which the State Health Minister himself
is finalizing the plan. Notably, ‘Universal
Health Scheme’ was also an important part
of the poll manifesto of the Congress party
in which it has promised assuring healthcare
facility for all and removing the restriction
of somebody being Below Poverty Line. 
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The Core Group meeting of the State unit of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has been called

at party’s divisional office, Ekatma Parisar on
Wednesday from 10.00 am, party sources
informed.

After the meeting, sources said meeting of BJP
State office-bearers will be held.

Former Chief Minister and party’s National
Vice President Raman Singh, party’s National Co-
organisation Secretary Saudan Singh, Leader
of Opposition and State BJP President Dharamlal
Kaushik, State Organization General 
Secretary Pawan Sai and other core group mem-
bers and BJP state office bearers will be present in
the meeting.
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Two tennis players from
Chhattisgarh-- one in

under 17 and other in under 14
category are participating in the
‘Khelo India School Games-
2019’ being held at Pune,
Maharashtra. The event will
conclude on January 20.

As per information, State
winner Sakshi Mishra, class
XIth student of NH Goyal
School in under 17 category
and Paakhi Bhatt class 9th stu-
dent of Dronacharya School in
under 14 category are partici-
pating in doubles event. Their
match is scheduled on January 16 against Maharashtra. Team manager and coach is Preeti Vyas .

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had
announced cash prizes for win-
ners in Khelo India. 

The gold winner will get Rs
2 lakh cash, silver medalist to
get Rs 1.5 lakh and bronze
medal winner will get Rs 1 lakh
cash. The team winners, each
player who wins gold, silver
and bronze will get Rs 1 lakh,
Rs 75000 and Rs 50,000 cash
respectively.

Under the Khelo India
Youth Games, Chhattisgarh
for the first time won gold
medal through badminton
player Akarshi Kashyap, swim-
mer Shivansh Sahu and others.
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Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
released a coffee table book based on

Chhattisgarh Assembly election 2018
‘Chhattisgarh Votes’ at New Delhi in  a func-
tion at ‘Nirvachan Sadan’.

Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa,
senior Deputy CEO Umesh Sinha along with
ECI senior officers and other state CEOs were
present.  Arora appreciated the concept of the

book.‘Chhattisgarh Votes’ is a book having
different aspects of two phased elections
including photographs. 

The book has  200-pages  which 
includes  topics  of  e lect ion 
preparation, security measures, election
teams, trainings at different levels, electoral
awareness, efforts with media among others.
The new initiatives taken by the office of
Chief Electoral Officer has also been under-
lined.
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Balangir (Odisha): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday asked the Odisha
Government not to wait for
elections to undertake devel-
opmental activities in the State.  

He also attacked the state
Government for its "inability"
to spend �4,000 crore lying
with the District Mineral
Foundations (DMF) and devel-
op the mining areas.

"Do not wait till elections,
they will come and go. Resolve
the problems of poor and work
for their development. You
have money in hand to under-
take developmental activities,"
Modi said while addressing a
huge gathering in this western
Odisha town after launching
several projects.

"I am worried — what has
happened to this Government?
Is it sleeping?" he lashed out,

but refrained from taking the
name of either the ruling BJD
or Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik during his 47 minute-
long speech.

The Prime Minister said
for the first time in the coun-
try, the BJP Government had
made provisions for the devel-
opment of mining areas inhab-
ited by tribals. 

Working for 'Sab ka Sath,
Sab Ka Vikas' (collective efforts,
inclusive growth), the BJP
Government has given priori-
ty to tribal development. 

In the past though there
has been huge earning from
mining operations, the miner-
al belts used to be neglected
and the people there were
poverty-stricken, he said.

Stating that DMF was peo-
ple's money and mandated to
be spent for the welfare of those

inhabiting the mining areas,
predominantly tribals, Modi
said the State Government
should fully utilise the funds for
them.

He also highlighted the
development projects launched
by him during his three visits
to the state in as many weeks.

"In a month, more than
�20,000 crore of development
projects have been either inau-
gurated or initiated in Odisha.
Projects worth more than
�1,500 crore in sectors like edu-
cation, connectivity, culture
and tourism that were launched
today will not only spur the
growth of the state, but also of
eastern India," he said.

This apart, Modi said his
Government has allocated about
�20,000 crore in the railways
sector in the State during the last
four-and-half years. This is five
times more than the funds allo-
cated by any other Government
in the past, he said. PTI
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In a major sop doled out to
more than 11 lakh small land

holding farmers and agricultural
labourers ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls, the BJP-led saffron
alliance Government on
Tuesday waived their loans dis-
bursed by the Maharashtra State
Cooperative Tribal
Development Corporation
(MSCTDC) and piled up inter-
est amounting to �361.17 crore.

At a weekly Cabinet meet-
ing presided over by Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
the State Government decided
to write off the principal loans
given by the MSCTDC amount-
ing to �244.60 crore and a piled
up interest of �1,16.57 crore over
the original loan amount.

The loan waiver decision
will benefit 11.25 lakh small
land holding farmers and agri-
cultural labourers across the
state. “The beneficiaries had
taken the loans from the MSCT-
DC between 2009 and 2014,” a
senior Minister said.

According to the Minister,
the burden of �361.17 arising
out of the loan waiver would be
adjusted against the allocation
of �940 crore made for the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Shetkari Sanman Yojana under
Tribal sub-plan for the year
2018-19.

Ironically enough, the
Devendra Fadnavis
Government has come out a
fresh loan waiver announce-
ment for  11 lakh small land
holding farmers and agricul-
tural labourers, at  a time when
it is facing severe criticism
from the Opposition Congress,
NCP and the 
ruling Shiv Sena for its failure
to fulfill its promise of imple-
menting the �34,022 crore
waiver scheme announced in
June 2017.  Under the �34,022
crore  loan waiver scheme
“Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Krishi Samman Yojana”
announced by the Maharashtra
Government, the total 
number of beneficiaries  was 89
lakh farmers.
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Tuesday night

claimed that he had twice
received suggestions for
inducting poll  strategist
Prashant Kishor into his JD(U)
by BJP national president 
Amit Shah. Kumar, who also
heads the JD(U), said this 
at an event organised by a 
private news channel here
while responding to queries

as to whether he looked
at the poll strategist- turned-

politician as his political suc-
cessor. 
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United Nation: India’s creative
goods exports nearly tripled
from $7.4 billion in 2005 to
$20.2 billion in 2014, making it
one of the world’s leading
exporters of such products in the
top 10 developing economies,
according to a UN report.

China is the biggest single
exporter and importer of cre-
ative goods and services. China’s
trade in creative goods between
2002 and 2015 has been expo-
nential, with average annual
growth rates of 14 per cent, the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD) report said.

The second edition of the
periodic Creative Economy
Outlook: Trends in International
Trade in Creative Industries
examines the global picture and
also features 130 country profiles
with reported creative goods and
services trade data. The data,
which covers the period 2002 to
2015, shows the creative econ-
omy’s contribution to world
trade.

Over this period, the value
of the global market for creative

goods doubled from $208 billion
in 2002 to $509 billion in 2015.

“China, Hong Kong
(China), India, Singapore,
Taiwan Province of China,
Turkey, Thailand, Malaysia,
Mexico and the Philippines
were the top 10 performing
developing economies stimu-
lating global trade in creative
goods,” the report said.

Among developed
economies, the US, France, Italy,
the UK, Germany, Switzerland,
the Netherlands, Poland,
Belgium and Japan were the top
10 creative goods exporters.

India’s creative goods
exports nearly tripled from $7.4
billion in 2005 to $20.2 billion
in 2014, the report said.

Design goods accounted
for the largest share of creative
goods exports with a value of
$17.9 billion in 2014. Jewellery
was a key export at $13.2 billion
followed by fashion accessories
at $3.2 billion.

The US was India’s top
export partner for creative goods
in 2005 but the country slipped
to second place in 2014, when
the UAE emerged as India’s top
trading partner, it said. PTI
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Turkey’s President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and US

counterpart Donald Trump
mooted on Monday the cre-
ation of a “security zone” in
north Syria as tensions rose
over the fate of Kurdish fight-
ers in that country.

In a telephone conversa-
tion, the leaders “discussed the
idea of creating a security zone
cleared of terrorism in the
north of the country,” the
Turkish presidency said in a
statement.

This came after Turkey
vowed it “will not be intimi-
dated” by Trump’s threats of
economic devastation if
Ankara attacked Kurdish forces
as US troops withdraw from
Syria.

Trump on Sunday 
warned the US would “devas-
tate Turkey economically if
they hit Kurds”.

Ankara has repeatedly
threatened to carry out a cross-
border operation against the
Kurdish People’s Protection
Units (YPG), which have been
working closely with the
United States in the war on
Islamic State (IS) jihadists.

US support for the YPG
has been a major source of fric-
tion between the NATO allies.

The While House said in a
statement that Trump had
warned Erdogan against harm-
ing Kurdish military units.

“The President expressed
the desire to work together to
address Turkey’s security con-
cerns in northeast Syria while
stressing the importance to
the United States that Turkey
does not mistreat the Kurds
and other Syrian Democratic
Forces with whom we have

fought to defeat ISIS,” White
House spokeswoman Sarah
Sanders said.

The strained relationship
between Ankara and
Washington initially seemed to
improve after Trump
announced last month that
2,000 US troops would with-
draw from Syria.

Ankara welcomed the deci-
sion and Erdogan told Trump
that Turkey could finish off the
last remnants of IS.

Trump has been pushing
for the creation of a 30-kilo-
metre “safe zone” in Syria.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said Monday talks
were under way on
Washington’s proposal to estab-
lish the zone in flashpoint bor-
der areas of northeast Syria.

“We want to make sure that
the folks who fought with us to
down the (Islamic State group)
have security... And also that
terrorists acting out of Syria
aren’t able to attack Turkey,”
Pompeo said on a visit to
Riyadh.

Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu said earlier
that Turkey was “not against”
a “security zone” in Syria.

And in their conversation
Monday,Erdogan assured
Trump that Turkey was ready
to provide “any kind of sup-
port” to the United States in its
withdrawal from Syria.

Turkey views the YPG as a
“terrorist offshoot” of the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK), which has been waging
an insurgency against the
Turkish state since 1984.

The PKK is blacklisted as
a terrorist organisation by
Ankara, the United States, and
the European Union.

Erdogan’s spokesman

Ibrahim Kalin said Ankara
would “continue to fight against
them all”, referring to IS and the
YPG.

There has been growing
tension between Turkey and
the US over the fate of the YPG,
especially after Pompeo this
month said Washington would
ensure Turkey does not
“slaughter” Kurds.

And before a visit to
Ankara last week, White House
National Security adviser John
Bolton said the US retreat was
conditional on the safety of
Kurdish fighters, provoking
angry retorts from Turkish
officials.

Turkey previously launched
military offensives in northern
Syria in 2016 and 2018 respec-
tively against IS and the YPG.
In early 2018, Syrian rebels
backed by Turkish military
forces captured the YPG’s
northwestern enclave of Afrin.
Ankara, which supports Syrian
opposition fighters, is also
involved in the last rebel bastion
of Idlib, where Turkey has
agreed a buffer zone deal with
Damascus ally Russia.

But the deal has not
stopped an assault by jihadists
in Syria.

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
(HTS), an alliance led by
jihadists from Al-Qaeda’s for-
mer Syrian affiliate, last week
extended its administrative
control over the whole of the
Idlib region.

Syria’s National Coalition,
the leading opposition body, on
Sunday called for a “radical
solution” to put “an end to its
(HTS) presence” in Idlib.

Cavusoglu however 
said the Idlib deal was 
being “successfully applied”
and that statements that HTS
took 50 percent of Idlib are
“not true”. 
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Donald Trump has sent a
letter to Kim Jong-un, a

media report said on Tuesday,
days after the US President said
he received a “great letter”
from the reclusive North
Korean leader, amid talks about
a second summit between
them on denuclearisation of the
Korean Peninsula.

Kim and Trump held a his-
toric meeting in Singapore on
June 12 last year where they
issued a vague goal for the
“complete denuclearisation” of
the Korean Peninsula without
describing when and how it
would occur.

The letter delivered over
the weekend comes after
President Trump said early
this month that he had received
a “great letter” from Kim and
was looking forward to meet

the North Korean leader for a
second time in the “not-too-
distant future”.

The letter comes as the two
sides negotiate details of a sec-
ond meeting between the two
leaders. 

It was f lown to 
Pyongyang and delivered by
hand, the CNN reported, quot-
ing a source familiar with the
ongoing talks between
Washington and Pyongyang
on denuclearisation of the
Korean Peninsula.

North Korea’s former spy
chief Kim Yong Chol - one of
Pyongyang’s top negotiators -
could visit Washington as soon
as this week to finalise details
of the upcoming summit, it
said.

The CNN previously
reported that US scouting
teams had visited Bangkok,
Hanoi and Hawaii as they

search for a location for the sec-
ond summit.

Last week, South Korean
President Moon Jae-in threw
his support behind another
Trump-Kim meeting, saying it
- along with a visit by Kim to
Seoul - would be a turning
point “that will firmly solidify
peace on the Korean Peninsula”,
the report said.

“We will not loosen our
guard until the promise to
denuclearise the Peninsula is
kept, and peace is fully institu-
tionalised,” Moon said.

Trump’s announcement of
receiving a letter from Kim had
come after the North Korean
leader warned that Pyongyang
may change its approach to
nuclear talks if Washington
persists with sanctions.

Earlier, the US president
expressed satisfaction over the
progress in talks with the North

Koreans, saying he is in no rush
for the denuclearisation of the
Korean peninsula.

“We’re getting along fine.
I’m not in any rush. I don’t have
to rush. All I know is there’s no
rockets, there’s no testing,” he
said.

Trump said his adminis-
tration was not getting any
credit for this peace initiative
which has averted the world
from a major war.

After years of 
isolation, Kim held a number
of diplomatic summits in 2018,
meeting with Moon, Trump
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping.

Last week, he made a sur-
prise visit to Beijing to meet
again with Xi, a meeting which
indicated that China remains a
major player in any future
action to denuclearise the
Korean Peninsula. 
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Atop North Korean diplomat
was travelling to Sweden  on

Tuesday, she told reporters, as
speculation mounts over the
next summit between the iso-
lated State’s leader Kim Jong Un
and US President Donald
Trump.

Choe Son Hui, a North
Korean vice-minister of foreign
affairs, landed in Beijing on a
flight from the North Korean
capital Pyongyang. “I am going
to an international conference in
Sweden,” South Korea’s Yonhap
news agency quoted her as say-
ing on arrival at the airport.

Choe’s trip comes as expec-
tations grow for a second meet-
ing between Kim and Trump -
- despite a lack of progress in
denuclearisation negotiations -
- after the North Korean leader

went to Beijing, long
Pyongyang’s key ally, last week
for talks with President Xi
Jinping.

South Korean President
Moon Jae-in said Kim’s trip was
a sign a second US-North
Korean summit was “immi-
nent”, and US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo added at the
weekend that: “We’re working
out the details”.

Suggestions circulating
among Korea-watchers for pos-
sible venues include Vietnam
and Thailand, among others.

Stockholm has a long his-
tory of mediating between
Washington and Pyongyang --
while the two do not have
diplomatic relations, Sweden is
the protecting power for US cit-
izens in the Asian country, and
Choe has been intimately
involved in the US-North

Korean relationship.
Before she assumed her

current position, she was direc-
tor general of the foreign min-
istry’s North American depart-
ment. She was also among the
officials who accompanied Kim
to Singapore for his first summit
with Trump in June.

The meeting, held in a blaze
of publicity, saw the two men
sign a vaguely worded docu-
ment in which Kim pledged to
work towards “the denucleari-
sation of the Korean peninsula”.

But progress has since
stalled with the two sides dis-
agreeing over what that means.

Pyongyang is seeking sanc-
tions relief and rejects demands
for what it calls its “unilateral”
disarmament, while Washington
insists that the punitive measures
must stay in place until it gives
up its nuclear arsenal.
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A36-year-old Bangladeshi-
origin British lawmaker

has delayed giving birth to
vote on the UK’s landmark
divorce deal with the European
Union on Tuesday. 

Tulip Siddiq, a Labour law-
maker and a niece of

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, has been
advised by doctors to have a
caesarean section, but agreed to

push the procedure back to
Thursday so she can vote on
the Brexit deal Tuesday in the
House of Commons.

By her decision, the
Opposition lawmaker from
Hampstead and Kilburn, has
reigniting the debate over proxy
voting in Parliament, the BBC
reported. 

Siddiq told the Evening
Standard that she had a difficult
first pregnancy with her two-
year-old daughter, and was orig-

inally due to give birth to her
second child by elective cae-
sarean section on February 4.

But after developing gesta-
tional diabetes, her doctors
recommended she bring the
date forward to a delivery this
Monday or Tuesday. She spoke
to medical staff at the Royal
Free Hospital in Hampstead,
London, and they agreed to the
delay.

Siddiq said: “If my son
enters the world even one day
later than the doctors advised,
but it’s a world with a 
better chance of a strong rela-
tionship between Britain and
Europe, then that’s worth fight-
ing for.”
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Beijing on Tuesday slammed
Canadian Prime Minister

Justin Trudeau for 
making “irresponsible
remarks” after he criticised a
Chinese court’s death sentence
against a convicted Canadian
drug smuggler.

Robert Lloyd Schellenberg,
36, was given the death penal-
ty on Monday after his previ-
ous 15-year prison sentence
was deemed too lenient — a
ruling that came amid a deep-
ening diplomatic rift between
Ottawa and Beijing.

Trudeau expressed
“extreme concern” on Monday,
saying “China has chosen to
arbitrarily apply death penalties
in cases, as in this case facing
a Canadian”.

“We urge the Canadian
side to respect the rule of law,
respect China’s judicial sover-
eignty, correct their mistakes,
and stop making such irre-
sponsible remarks,” foreign
ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying said at a press brief-
ing.

Hua also dismissed 
suggestions by human 
rights groups that Beijing had
seized on the case to put 
pressure on Ottawa over
Canada’s arrest of a top 
executive of Chinese 
telecom giant Huawei in
December.

“I think such remarks are
malicious smearing and unwar-
ranted accusations,” Hua said,
adding that it is “extremely
clear” which side is politicising
judicial issues.

,������������	�
�����
��		�� ��������	���	������
,���
������
�������������



From an Indian perspective,
Afghanistan turned out to be the
flavour of the fourth edition of the
Raisina Dialogue at New Delhi,
which, compared to other interna-

tional dialogues, is still in its infancy, given
that it was flagged off as one of the three or
four universal concerns/hot spots. The
presence of the evergreen former President
of Afghanistan Hamid Karzai, whose dis-
like for the US and Pakistan has visibly mel-
lowed; Gen David Petraeus, the key propo-
nent and leader of the US military surge in
Afghanistan; Indian Army Chief Gen Bipin
Rawat, who threw a bombshell with his
advocacy of unconditional talks with the
Taliban; and the Nangarhar native Pashtun,
Zalmay Khalilzad, in his new role as the US’
points person on the reinvigorated peace
process, threw up some interesting ideas.
Incidentally, S Khalilzad, in his book, The
Envoy: From Kabul to the White House, My
Journey Through a Turbulent World, and var-
ious presentations had recommended the
‘Richard Armitage’ treatment of Taliban
sanctuaries in Pakistan: Bombing them to
the stone age.

For the transactional US President Donald
Trump, cutting the US losses and exiting
Afghanistan were pre-election promises,
though he was persuaded by the likes of Gen
Jim Mattis (now resigned over the issue) to stay
the course. Trump’s sudden announcement to
de-induct from Syria and reduce US troops
in Afghanistan (later rescinded) last month is
part of a cost-cutting and burden-sharing exer-
cise. US troops are the most expensive — eight
GIs for one jawan — to maintain in the world,
given their tail of commodes to chewing gum.
But it is also clear that even Trump will not
walk out of Afghanistan, given the bilateral
strategic security pact with Afghanistan,
including the need for retention of bases at
Bagram and Kandahar. Trump’s famous but
short-lived Afghan policy enunciated in
August 2017 is all but dead. From being the
villain of the piece and part of the problem,
Pakistan has bounced back to being the piv-
otal player in the peace process. After blam-
ing Pakistan for destabilising Afghanistan,
Trump was forced to seek Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s help in taming the Taliban. 

So where is the peace process? Khalilzad
has been in the job for just five months. After
three failed attempts to get the Taliban to talk
to Kabul, he has returned to the drawing
board. He must first convince Pakistan that
peace and reconciliation in Afghanistan is in
its national interest and pressing the Taliban
for direct talks with Kabul is indispensable.
It is understood that the option of coercion
is still available and usable against Pakistan
(so far unsuccessful) and against its benefi-
ciary, the Taliban (so far unused). As Mattis
failed in his coercive option, it is doubtful if
Khalilzad can succeed. Still, Khalilzad has had
three ‘good’ conversations with the Taliban;
though they have steadfastly refused to talk
to the Kabul delegation. The fourth round

was postponed as the Taliban,
at the behest of the Qataris,
rejected Riyadh as the venue for
the meeting. It will now happen
as soon as Khalilzad is back
from China, who, he hopes, will
urge Pakistan to play the ball.
Pakistan Army Chief Gen
Qamar Javed Bajwa is under-
stood to have told Khalilzad that
“we want peace and trade with
India as well as LoC as the de
facto border.” And, of course,
“peace in Afghanistan”.

Afghanistan’s National
Security Advisor Hamdullah
Mohib, who was in New Delhi
just before Raisina, was sceptical
about a positive outcome from
talks with the Taliban. He said
that the Taliban is not a mono-
lithic organisation and is frac-
tured down the middle. He feels
an intra-Afghan dialogue, which
has not been held, must be a pre-
cursor to talks with the Taliban.
According to him, different
groups from many factions in the
Taliban have so far been sent for
talks in Moscow, Abu Dhabi and
Qatar. “We’ve had contacts with
the Taliban, including proximi-
ty talks at Abu Dhabi”, he added.
Karzai, too, endorsed Mohib’s
views but emphasised the cen-
trality of Pakistan, adding “what-
ever the deal with Pakistan, it
should not undermine Afghan
sovereignty.” “The Taliban are
Pashtuns, our people, and they
have to be engaged in power-
sharing” said Karzai. Most coun-
tries are in contact with the
Taliban. India, which is a legiti-
mate stakeholder, must engage
the Taliban because they are

Afghans, noted Karzai. 
The Russians and Iranians

are also keen that India open
lines with the Taliban who
will eventually be part of the
Government. But India has
been unable to sidestep hesita-
tions of history, which have
made its position rigid; though
it has shown some flexibility
recently. It is willing to support
the peace process provided
the Taliban adheres to red
lines: Renunciation of vio-
lence, abiding by the
Constitution and ensuring the
peace process is owned, led and
controlled by Afghans.

On their part, the Taliban
has indicated that it is prepared
for power-sharing but without
elections. It wants most of the
East and North East of
Afghanistan given to it on a
platter. Its writ runs in almost
half the country. This plan is
similar to the one suggested by
Robert Blackwill of dividing
Afghanistan in the middle. The
Taliban also wants changes to
the Constitution. 

Further, it has sought a
deadline for the withdrawal of
foreign forces, lifting ban on the
movement of its leaders and
sanctions imposed on some of
them. Given the barbarity of the
Taliban rule in Afghanistan
from 1996 to 2001, which was
recognised by the UAE, Saudi
Arabia and Pakistan, some of its
leaders are liable to be charged
with crimes against humanity. 

Karzai admitted that the
Taliban attempted to destroy
Afghanistan, its culture, histo-

ry, institutions and role of
women in society while trying
to impose Sharia’h law. But
some Afghans say that the
Taliban has mended its ways
(doubtful) and 2019 is not
1996. They no longer destroy
schools and prevent girls from
going to school. Their biggest
asset is control over large
swathes of territory and reten-
tion of the capacity to execute
multiple suicide attacks at will.
In short, they enjoy on the
ground the dominant position
and advantage in balance of mil-
itary power. This gives them a
distinct edge in bargaining at the
talks table. 

It is the Americans who are
in a hurry to withdraw, not the
Taliban. They can outwait them
indefinitely. Americans may
have the watches but we have
the time, this is what the Taliban
has been saying for a long time.
Trump would like to get most
of his 14,000 soldiers back
home before the next elections
in 2020. Key questions, though,
will remain: Who will guaran-
tee the Taliban keeps its end of
the bargain once foreign forces
leave Afghanistan ? UN peace-
keepers? A regional compact on
non-interference as endorsed by
SCO? Afghans reverting to
neutrality? Or a grand bargain
with Pakistan? Watch this space
for answers.

(The writer is a retired
Major General of the Indian
Army and founder member of
the Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the revamped Integrated
Defence Staff)
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Sir — It is quite often that
judgements by Benches, includ-
ing division and larger ones, at
the Supreme Court, are kept
reserved for months together. A
system should be made so that
various Benches of the Supreme
Court may compulsori ly
announce judgements in a time-
bound period of say within
three months after the last date
of hearing or before the retire-
ment of any Bench-member
having heard the case.

Delayed judgements after
competition of hearing add fuel
to the fire of notorious aspect. At
times, such delayed judgements
result in costly and time-con-
suming re-hearings in case any
of the Bench-member retires
from his/her post. 

The Supreme Court’s web-
site must have a link, providing
a list of reserved judgements and
must clearly mention the last
date of proceedings in the case.
Time has come when 
judges should also be made
accountable in the justice-deliv-
ery system.

SC Agrawal
Delhi
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “The Bua-Bhatija dare”
(January 14). The recent seat
sharing arrangement between
the Samajwadi Party (SP) and
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP),
keeping the Congress aside, has
taken all by surprise. The SP and
BSP have taken a ‘bold’ decision

and are ready to give a formida-
ble challenge to both the BJP
and the Congress.  The
Telangana Rashtra Samithi’s vic-
tor y in the recently-held
Assembly elections set a politi-
cal trend for regional parties to
win successfully without any
major party’s support through
an alliance.  

Given the emergence of
regional parties, the BJP will

need a unique strategy to win
the 2019 Lok Sabha poll. As for
the Congress, it is now losing its
hold on the much-touted
mahaghatbandhan strategy. The
strongest of its allies are now
keeping it out. It remains a
mystery as to how the political
strategy related to the mahaghat-
bandhan will unfold.

Varun SD 
Bengaluru 
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Sir — Pongal, also referred to as
the ‘harvest festival’, is observed
by the people of Tamil Nadu,
located in the southern part of
India. The idea behind celebrat-
ing this day is the gratification
of people towards their god —
the sun — for bringing about the
season of harvest, which is a
boon for them.

A few days before the festi-
val, people, particularly women,
clean the entire house and deco-
rate it with flowers. They use
swastik and kumkum to embell-
ish big earthen vessels. The pit is
filled with water and rice by
either the youngest or the oldest
member of the family. As per tra-
dition, it is of paramount impor-
tance to add some milk to water
in which the rice is to be cooked,
which is then offered to the sun
god. People who get involved in
cooking rice take utmost care of
cleanliness. They are not sup-
posed to step over the rangoli
which is done for decoration.

Jubel D’Cruz 
Mumbai
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While the Opposition has
been touting the idea of a
mahagadbandhan (grand

alliance), what is happening on the
ground is entirely different. It is pret-
ty clear now that a grand alliance is
most unlikely. Instead, parties are
more inclined to opt for State-specif-
ic alliances. This is so because the
Opposition is not united in choosing
a prime ministerial face. Then at the
regional level, satraps like Trinamool
Congress (TMC) chief Mamata
Banerjee and Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) supremo Mayawati have huge
ego problems. All of them want to
keep their options open for a post-
poll scenario.  

The situation has become more
precarious ever since the Samajwadi

Party (SP) and the BSP announced
their alliance in Uttar Pradesh for
the 2019 Lok Sabha poll. The
Congress has now decided to con-
test all 80 seats of Uttar Pradesh in
the general election. 

Let us be clear, the SP-BSP
alliance had been on the cards for
quite some time now. The latest
announcement just confirmed it.
Nevertheless, it is indeed a major
decision and the combination will be
a huge success if one were to ponder
upon the caste arithmetic. Their
chemistry, too, should work as it did
in last year’s by-elections in
Gorakhpur and Phulpur. 

It must, however, be agreed that
without these two parties, there
cannot be a mahagadbandhan.
Their focus now is on winning the
maximum number of seats in their
State. Only after the poll results are
announced, will they think about
the prime ministerial bid. “We
want the next Prime Minister to be
from Uttar Pradesh and everyone
knows whom I will support,” SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav said, hinting

that Mayawati might throw her hat
in the ring if they get a good num-
ber of seats. The Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) might also find a place in
their alliance. 

So, it is clear that Uttar Pradesh
will witness a multi-cornered contest.
The Congress, which was hoping to
find a place in the alliance, is now rec-
onciled to fighting it solo in the Lok
Sabha poll but its morale is high after
its recent win in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Uttar
Pradesh has the maximum number
of seats and whichever party registers
victory over there, will win India. The
BJP won 71 seats in 2014 in Uttar
Pradesh. This time around, if it loses
the State, it would dent its overall tally
for the forthcoming election. 

With no United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) at the national level,
the Congress is trying to focus on
State-specific alliances. There are
about 350 seats where tie-ups are
already in place. The party has a two-
level strategy. First, is to fight solo in
States where it is strong. Second is to
go for alliances with regional and

smaller parties in States. 
So far, the Congress successful-

ly stitched alliances with various
small and regional parties. In
Karnataka, the party combined with
the Janata Dal (Secular) and in Tamil
Nadu, the grand old party has been
an ally of the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK). In Bihar, it is in
alliance with the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) and other smaller parties. 

In 2015, the grand alliance with
the Janata Dal-United (JD-U) and
other parties worked well for the
Congress but this time around, the
JD(U) is with the NDA. Likewise, in
Maharashtra, the Congress-
Nationalist Congress Party
(Congress-NCP) tie-up has been
firmed up and even seat-sharing has
almost been decided. 

In Kerala, the Congress leads the
United Democratic Front (UDF)
coalition. The UDF and the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) have been
alternating power in the State. In
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, the
Congress has an alliance with the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP). 

In Gujarat, the Congress had
smartly stitched an alliance with
local leaders like Hardik Patel, Jignesh
Mewani and Alpesh Thakur during
the Gujarat Assembly poll. This for-
mula is still on. In Jammu & Kashmir,
chances are high that the Congress
can opt for an alliance with the
National Conference (NC). 

In West Bengal, the party stands
divided and is speculating whether it
should go with the Communist Party
of India-Marxist (CPI-M) or the
TMC but that it will choose any one
of them is clear. The Congress might
fight it solo in Uttar Pradesh, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Assam, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Uttarakhand, Goa and Puducherry.

So where does all of this leave the
grand alliance? It can be successful
only when all anti-BJP forces come
together to fight the ruling party.
Going by the present trend, it seems
unlikely.  

The Opposition is sending con-
flicting signals about its unity. While
SP and BSP have announced their
alliance, Telangana Chief Minister

Chandrashekhar Rao has been try-
ing to form a federal front with
regional satraps like Mamata
Banerjee. His bête noire, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, has also been
trying to unite anti-BJP forces at the
national level. He is already in talks
with various parties. NCP chief
Sharad Pawar has been entrusted
with the task of talking to various par-
ties ahead of the 2019 poll. With par-
ties pulling in different directions, the
so-called grand alliance at the nation-
al level is at best a mirage. 

In such a scenario, with a split in
Opposition votes in several States, it
is an advantage for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as the BJP has a dis-
ciplined cadre, unlimited resources,
excellent communication strategy
and above all, the guidance of a strong
leader like him. It is simple mathe-
matics that as long as anti-Modi votes
are split, chances of winning for the
Opposition are not very bright.

(The writer is a senior political
commentator and syndicated 
columnist)
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Some decades back, senior executives in
large companies had a simple goal for
themselves and their organisations:
Stability. Shareholders wanted little
more than predictable earnings growth.

Because so many markets were either closed or
undeveloped, leaders could deliver on those
expectations through annual exercises that
offered only modest modifications to their strate-
gic plan. Prices stayed in check, people held on
to their jobs and life was good. However, mar-
ket transparency, labour mobility, global capi-
tal flows and instantaneous communications
have blown this comfortable scenario into
pieces. In most industries, and in almost all com-
panies, heightened global competition has con-
centrated the management’s collective mind on
something that was happily avoided in the past:
Change. Successful companies have developed
a culture that keeps moving all the time and
although the traditional line and the way staff
functions has changed to keep pace with emerg-
ing times, we are yet to see more changes.

Finance function is one such staff task that
is going to witness tremendous change and may
not remain the same as we know of it today. A
situation may arise where finance skill-sets and
principles will be driven into other areas of the
organisation that, in turn, may become respon-
sible for budgeting, performance reporting and
strategic decision-making. If this happens,
where will it leave finance in the organisation?
Financial skills and disciplines that we know
today are likely to survive but the finance func-
tion in itself and the chief financial officers
(CFOs), in particular, may need to adapt to a
future where organisations increasingly focus on
connectivity, interaction across business units
and transactional synergies to derive value from
all parts of the business  and not just those that
are customer-facing. 

As businesses increasingly look for an
analysis and data to support strategic decisions,
the CFO’s role is likely to embrace the princi-
ples of performance and risk management more
than we see today. But reporting activities will
also need to evolve as new stakeholder groups
seek to understand not only the current prof-
itability of organisations but the sustainability
of such profits as also the organisation’s impact
on the economy and society more widely.

There is a much greater opportunity for
finance to contribute, given the accelerating
transformation in economies worldwide, dig-
ital revolution, increasing market interdepen-
dence, shifting of customer expectations and
increasing volatility of the global market place.
This is coupled with a shift in focus from share-
holders to broader stakeholder interests, part-
ly driven by a more networked society, social
media and the near instant and global trans-
mission of news.

Steering: Future finance functions will be
required to help create conditions for effective
steering of the enterprise, providing more flex-
ible and adaptive processes with near real-time
reporting, rapidly produced analytics and
dynamic and integrated forecasting — all of
which will meet the needs of business in its pur-
suit of growth strategies. Finance needs to pro-

vide a process where interaction around these
accounting and reporting processes delivers the
right challenge and thought processes to navi-
gate the business. There are great opportunities
but also pitfalls created by disruptive technolo-
gies. Aspects such as Big Data and predictive
analytics further add to the tools and techniques
finance can deploy. By 2030, it is predicted that
very little time will be spent on data gathering. 

Financial data will be available to all stake-
holders in real time, from a robust data source.
Teams will spend a part of their time on analy-
sis but a vast majority of their time will be spent
with internal and external stakeholders model-
ling future performance and building scenarios
based on potential external events and competi-
tor actions. In addition, forecasts or projections
will be replaced in future by real-time forecast-
ing, which will be made possible via the use of
emerging technologies, and the budget or
rolling forecast, as we know it, will cease.
External and environmental factors such as cus-
tomer behaviour, competitor activity, new mar-
ket entrants and activity in other competing
industries, markets or economies will be avail-
able, tracked and built into scenarios for man-
agement and shareholders to consider.

Intervention: Future finance functions will
represent the organisation externally by engag-
ing with a broader set of stakeholders who are
hungry for information through increasingly
diverse means. This will include facilitating an
interactive environment much broader than tra-
ditional reporting in which the organisation can
effectively share and discuss their performance
and overall impacts on stakeholders. This will
include customers, public interest groups, sup-
pliers, Governments and society as a whole,
rather than just shareholders. This mediation
principle is equally applicable for internal
stakeholders. According to PwC, in the current
scenario, 49 per cent of companies have relevant
metrics for sustainability reporting with 27 per
cent reporting detailed actions on their strate-
gic priorities and 44 per cent reporting on a seg-
mental level about their business model. 

In contrast, the future will see 100 per cent

of companies reporting on relevant sustainabil-
ity metrics and in some cases, this will be
mandatory. Most companies will report on
actions across their strategy and over 75 per
cent will report on their business model at a
segmental level. In addition, financial informa-
tion will be available to management on a real-
time basis to allow business performance and
direction to be assessed any time and from any-
where through the latest available technology.
Data will be audited in real-time, reducing the
need for external audit.

Flexibility: Future finance functions will be
driving themselves and the business towards
greater flexibility and resilience, with the abil-
ity to absorb and bounce back from internal and
external shocks. Finance should be at the heart
of a drive towards increasing the adaptive capac-
ity of the organisation, including qualitative plan-
ning for unforeseen shocks, use of predictive
analytics and risk mitigation plans. After a few
decades, all controls will be automated, embed-
ded and consistent across end-to-end process-
es. The focus will shift to statistical models which
will raise alerts when certain conditions arise
which could indicate fraud, misstatement or
other irregularities. 

Dashboard reporting will also be available
in real-time for management who can run ‘what
if ’ scenarios and model in the effects of envi-
ronmental and behavioural changes on their
processes, eg systems failure, staff turnover, vol-
ume and capacity peaks and so on, thus allow-
ing them to plan their resource usage to best sup-
port the business and ensure resilience under any
foreseeable change.

Integration: Future finance functions will
need to use systems and pool resources more
efficiently to satisfy business needs. It will be the
ability to find balance between man and
machine, providing integration between differ-
ent functional silos, systems and processes to cre-
ate a more connected organisation. There will
be no spreadsheet-based reporting. Validated
datasets will be produced either internally or
externally by industrywide finance data
providers and made available to in-house

finance teams to manipulate using their own
models. 

The divergent fortunes of Apple and Kodak
exemplify the threats and opportunities facing
many industries worldwide. Apple was on a sus-
tained decline between 1986-1997, yet managed
to reverse course and has become a market
leader in a diverse range of products, complete-
ly transforming how people interact with per-
sonal technology. Some years ago, Kodak was
at the pinnacle of its industry until mobile
phones became the preferred method of digi-
tal photography. Kodak was late to respond and
was still held back by its legacy of success in non-
digital products. As a result, the company was
forced into bankruptcy. These contrasting for-
tunes show that the pace of change from disrup-
tions to markets can have a binary impact and
poses a real challenge for the role of finance. 

The role of finance will be to create the effec-
tive conditions for steering the organisation for
success. This requires a complex orchestration
of the business and finance working together to
analyse past direction, future possibilities and
then to decide collectively on the correct
course. In the case of Kodak, did finance sup-
port the right scenario analysis and take time
to assess future strategies, and was there suffi-
cient challenge of its long-term plans? In case
of Apple, how will it continue to compete with
aggressive competitors whose offerings threat-
en to overtake them with each new release, and
how can finance support that dialogue? The role
of finance is to provide a window into the future
through which an organisation can best prepare
itself. The future will see a totally different form
of the finance function. Finance has the adap-
tive capacity to rally around new challenges and
help the business solve them more rapidly.
Finance professionals will be embedded along-
side marketing professionals, operations teams,
strategy and compliance teams in the business.
No silos will exist and end-to-end processes will
be managed across business lines and the
organisation.

(The writer is Assistant Professor, Amity
University)
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As the first Shahi Snan
(auspicious bath) of the

2019 Kumbh Mela got under-
way Tuesday, a UP Cabinet
Minister said the religious
congregation is being held in
Prayagraj after 350 years as the
holy city was renamed
Allahabad in the past. 

Religious Affairs Minister
Laxmi Narayan Chaudhary
also claimed that it’s perhaps
for the first time since
Independence that proper
arrangements (of milk, ghee,
food, blankets and firewood)
have been made for the seers,
ashrams and akharas.

“Nearly 350 years ago,
the name of Prayagraj — con-
sidered a prominent centre of
Hindu culture and Sanatan
Dharma — was changed to
Allahabad. However, last year,
under the leadership of UP
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, it was decided
that Allahabad should be
renamed as Prayagraj, as men-
tioned in ancient Indian texts,
including the Vedas.

“And it is after 350 long
years that the world’s biggest
spiritual congregation is being
held in Prayagraj in the form
of Kumbh Mela,” he told PTI
in an interview.

Prayagraj: The Kumbh Mela,
which kicked off early on
Tuesday with thousands taking
a holy dip at the confluence of
Ganga and Yamuna rivers and
the mythical Saraswati, is see-
ing numerous sadhus and mys-
tics, whose varied looks and
practices are evoking curiosi-
ty among those who have
descended on this historic city.

The by-lanes of Prayagraj
as well as the five-kilometre
stretch of the bathing ghats is
flooded with evoking sights as
holy men and seers display their
unusual practices in full glory.

Seated at one of the tents
near the pontoon bridges that
lead the visitors to Sangam is
a holy man making show of his
nearly three-metre long mous-
tache, which he claims to have
grown without interruption
over the past decade. Dozens of
devotees thronged his tent and
engaged with him. Some
sought photographs and selfies.

Barely a few steps away
from him is the “Selfie Baba”,
clad in a spiritual attire and
equipped with a selfie stick
attached to a smartphone. His
appearance, in his own words,
signifies the meeting of
mythology and technology.
“Come and click a selfie to
carry home as a memorabilia,”

he was heard saying to draw
the attention of passersbys.

He is not the only one
adding a touch of modernity to
this ancient mega religious,
spiritual and cultural congre-
gation. The “Laptop Baba”, a
Naga Sadhu, wearing all but a
Rudraksha mala, is another
star attraction. Seated on the
floor next to a fireplace by the
bank of the Ganga, the “Laptop
Baba” is no stranger to crowds
as he claims to have partici-
pated in at least three previous
editions of the Kumbh. 

Then there is the
“Foreigner Baba”. Although a
native, he wears a red cowboy
hat and punky sunglasses.
Scores of the passersby stop
near his tent and click pictures
or share a moment of excite-
ment on seeing him.

What evokes curiosity
among devotees is the fact
that Naga sadhus are self
reliant. So, though they may
come in different avatars arous-
ing interest among onlookers,
they could also be seen cook-
ing their meals in the open and
cleaning their respective tents.
A slew of such sights, such as
those of Sadhus depicting
Hindu god Shiva or those play-
ing the symbolic ‘Damru’, mark
the Kumbh Mela. IANS

Prayagraj: Hundreds of hoardings carrying the images
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath dotted the streets of the
holy town as millions from across India and abroad have
descended here for the religious, spiritual and cultural
congregation taking place barely three months ahead of
the 2019 general elections.

The Kumbh Mela is expected to draw over 15 crore
pilgrims this year, is a sea of saffron and slogans such as
“Modi tum sangharsh karo, hum tumhare saath hain”
(Modi you lead the fight, we are with you) and “Mandir
wahin banayenge” (temple will be built at the disputed
site in Ayodhya) rent the air at the site.

Notably, both Modi and Yogi have waxed eloquent
on the preparations for the holy dip, which according to
legend, opens the doors to heaven. The Kumbh Mela
administration officials said Yogi has resolved to provide
an unforgettable pilgrimage experience to crores of devo-
tees visiting Kumbh.

IANS
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Government has allocated
�4,200 crore for the Kumbh
Mela being held in the ‘sangam’
city of Allahabad, which is
over thrice the budget of the
Maha Kumbh in 2013, making
the mega pilgrimage perhaps
the costliest ever.

“The UP Government has
allocated �4,200 crore for 2019
Kumbh Mela. The previous
State Government had spent

around �1,300 crore for the
Maha Kumbh, which was held
in 2013,” State Finance Minister
Rajesh Agarwal said. He said
apart from this, some other
departments have also allocat-
ed funds for the mega event.
Agarwal said this time the
Kumbh Mela area has been
doubled as compared  to the
previous years. 

This year’s Kumbh Mela is
spread over an area of 3,200

hectare as compared to 1,600
hectare area in the previous
melas. The endeavour of the UP
Government has always been to
enhance the facilities for the
public and establishing facilities
at the ground level has been a
big task, the Minister added.

The Kumbh Mela is
anchored in Hindu mythology.
It is the largest public gather-
ing and collective act of faith
anywhere in the world.

Ardh Kumbh is held in
every six years, while the
Kumbh Mela comes after 12
years. The Yogi Adityanath
government has renamed Ardh
Kumbh as Kumbh and the
Kumbh as Maha Kumbh.

The mela draws tens of
millions of pilgrims over the
course of approximately 48
days to bathe at the sacred con-
fluence of the Ganga, the
Yamuna, and the mythical

Saraswati river. The congrega-
tion includes Ascetics, Saints,
Sadhus, Sadhvis, Kalpvasis and
pilgrims from all walks of life.

In all there are six auspi-
cious bathing dates in this
Kumbh — Makar Sankranti
(January 15), Paush Poornima
(January 21), Mauni Amawasya
(February 4), Basant Panchami
(February 10), Maghi
Poornima (February 19) and
Mahashivratri (March 4). PTI 
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Chennai/Puducherry: The
Tamil harvest festival Pongal
was celebrated with usual fer-
vour across Tamil Nadu and
neighbouring Puducherry with
people ushering in the auspi-
cious Tamil month of ‘Thai’.

Chants of ‘Pongal-o-
Pongal’ rent the air in many a
home as the milk boiled, sym-
bolising the gushing of pros-
perity. People decorated their
homes with mango leaves and
strings of flowers.

Special prayers were held
at temples. This year, the
AIADMK Government had
distributed gift hampers con-
taining raw rice, sugar, raisins,
cashew nut, cardamom and
sugarcane to all cardholders to
celebrate the harvest festival, in
an effort to mitigate the impact
of cyclone Gaja in the Cauvery
delta and drought in the north-
ern districts.

The ingredients are used in
the preparation of the sweet
delicacy ‘Pongal’.

President Ramnath
Kovind, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Tamil Nadu
Governor Banwarilal Purohit,
Chief Minister K Palaniswami
and DMK president and
Leader of Opposition MK
Stalin greeted people.

Purohit celebrated the fes-
tival with the villagers of
Sathurangapattinam in
Kanchipuram district while
Palaniswami took part in the
festivities in his native Salem.

The famed bull-taming
sport of jallikattu was also held
in Madurai coinciding with
Pongal, with a number of eager
volunteers participating in it.

Meanwhile, Palaniswami
greeted Purohit. “I have great
pleasure in conveying my best
wishes and greetings to you, the
First Lady and all the members
of your family for a very happy
Pongal and Sankaranthi,” he
said in a message to the

Governor. 
In Puducherry, the festival

was celebrated with pomp and
gaiety, as people, both young
and old, attired in new clothes
exchanged greetings.       The
residents of the former French
colony visited temples to offer
prayers on the occasion.

Newly-made earthen pots,
sugarcane and other festival-
related farm products were
selling like hot cakes in most
parts of the town and in the
peripheral areas. As the arrival

of sugarcane in large numbers
from distant villages and neigh-
bouring Tamilnadu created a
traffic snarl in and around the
markets, police began to con-
trol the traffic and restricted
movement of vehicles.

Territorial Lieutenant
Governor Kiran Bedi, Chief
Minister V Narayanasamy and
assembly Speaker V
Vaithilingam, and leaders of dif-
ferent political parties, Ministers
and Members of Parliament
greeted the people. PTI 
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Gorakhpur: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Tuesday said the SP-BSP
alliance will create “anarchy” in
the State and will be short-lived.

“This alliance will pro-
mote anarchy and insecurity
only. It was done due to the fear
(of the BJP Government
returning to power) and the
people will not accept it,” the
Chief Minister said here.

He was talking to reporters
after offering ‘khichdi’ at Baba
Gorakhnath at Gorakhnath
temple. Reacting to SP MLA
Hariom Yadav’s statement that
the SP-BSP alliance would sur-
vive only as long as SP presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav bowed to
the wishes of BSP supremo
Mayawati, Adityanath said, “I

am sure this alliance will not
last long.”

He said the SP had more
seats that those of BSP in 1993,
when Mulayam Singh Yadav
was elected Chief Minister.

The BSP continued its sup-
port but the alliance was short-
lived, he said.

“The 23 crore people of the
state will not accept an alliance
which has been arrived at after
giving up the self respect and
pride,” the CM said.

Asked if the Government
has invited SP and BSP chiefs
to Kumbh, Adityanath said,
“Kumbh is for all and we invit-
ed all.” “People from both the
SP and BSP are in the Kumbh
committee and it is for them to
visit the Kumbh fair,” he said.

“We should make a reso-
lution on Makar Sankranti to

rise above narrow caste and
creed lines,” he added. PTI

Kolkata: Terming the alliance
between the SP and the BSP in
Uttar Pradesh as “selfish”, BJP
national vice-president
Dushyant Kumar Gautam on
Tuesday said the parties are
doing injustice to their activists
by bringing two ideologically
different forces together.

Citing examples of ani-
mosity between SP and BSP
supremo Mayawati, the BJP
leader said people of UP are feel-
ing deprived by the decision of
alliance and will reject it in the
2019 general elections. PTI

Bengaluru: It was a different
battlefield a ‘relaxed’ Chief
Minister HD Kumaraswamy
watched amid the political cri-
sis in Karnataka ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls.

Taking time out from the
turmoil his Government is fac-
ing due to two MLAs with-
drawing support to the
Government, Kumaraswamy
watched a trailer of the movie
‘Kurukshetra’, the Kannada
period movie-based on the
Mahabharata, based on the
poetic marvel’Gadayuddha’ by
poet Ranna.

His son Nikhil Gowda has
played the role of Abhimanyu.
The movie has been produced
by MLA Muniratna. Enthralled
with the trailer, Kumaraswamy
said never before a  movie of
this scale ever been made in
Kannada, where every minute
detail was taken care of. PTI

Bengaluru: The political tur-
moil in Karnataka in the wake
of two MLAs withdrawing sup-
port to the coalition
Government of the Congress
and the JD(S) led to a Twitter
war between Congress strong-
man Siddaramaiah and the
BJP. Siddaramaiah launched a
scathing attack on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, ask-
ing him whether his slogan ‘Saaf
Niyat’ (Clean intention)  meant
a coup and grabbing power.

The former Chief Minister
was active on Twitter from the
morning, attacking the BJP as
it became clear to theCongress
leadership that Independent
MLA H Nagesh
fromMulabagal and the lone
MLA of rookie Karnataka
PrajnyavantaJanata Paksha R
Shankar from Rane Bennur
constituency Tuesday would
withdraw support to the coali-
tion Government and align
with the BJP.

“Mr. Saaf Niyat @naren-
dramodi, Is allowing your dis-

graceful @BJP4Karnataka lead-
ers to destabilise govt a ‘Saaf
Niyat’ towards democracy?
Your PR slogans don’t hide
your actual ‘Niyat’ & your ‘Sahi
Vikas’ should go beyond
developingResorts. First show
your Niyat to people!!”
Siddaramaiah tweeted.

Taunting BJP leaders for
huddling their MLAs in a
resort as they had done in the
past, Siddaramaiah said the
BJP always hadGandha Niyat
(bad intention) and ‘Resort
Vikas’ (promoting resort poli-
tics). He also took a dig at
‘Operation Lotus’, the alleged
attempt to destabilise the gov-
ernment.

“@BJP4India has a legacy of
‘Gandha Niyat, Resort Vikas’.
Their ‘Operation Kamala’ is not
new & they will indulge when-
ever they feel politically threat-
ened. Recent miserableloss in 5
States is the result of their ongo-
ing attempt in Karnataka 
which will fail #Gandha-
NiyatResortVikas,” he said.   PTI

Patna: RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav on Tuesday clarified the
Congress was as an “old ally”
and a major political party
with nationwide presence, rub-
bishing claims that he had
snubbed his coalition partner
by coming out in support of the
SP-BSP alliance in neighbour-
ing Uttar Pradesh.

The RJD heir apparent also
remarked that during his
Lucknow visit on Monday, “the
media there kept prying as to
whether I had come to UP hold-
ing a brief for the Congress”.

“It seems the media in
Bihar and UP is clueless about
my feelings for the Congress.
My support to the SP-BSP
alliance has evoked diametri-
cally opposite views in the two
states,”  he told reporters on the
sideline of a ‘dahi chura’ (curd
and flattened rice) feast organ-
ised at Sadaqat Ashram, the
Bihar Congress headquarters.

The feast, organised to cel-
ebrate the festival of Makar
Sankranti, was also attended by
other leaders of the opposition
Grand alliance like RLSP chief
Upendra Kushwaha and
Vikasheel Insaan Party (VIP)
founder Mukesh Sahni.

Presenting a picture of
bonhomie, Tejashwi, Kushwaha
and State Congress president
Madan Mohan Jha fed each
other ‘tilkut’ — a sweet dish
made of jaggery and sesame -
consumption of which is con-
sidered auspicious on
Sankranti.

The NDA had on Monday
wondered whether Tejashwi’s
UP trip was part of “strong arm
tactics” against the Congress, its
ally in the ‘Mahagathbandhan’. 

The NDA’s reaction was
based on Tejashwi greeting
Mayawati and Akhilesh Yadav
for forging an alliance sans
Congress. PTI
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In a fresh ‘sniper’ attack by
Pakistan rangers, a senior

BSF officer was martyred, first
in 2019, along the International
Border in Hiranagar sector of
Kathua on Tuesday.  

The BSF troops, led by the
Assistant commandant,  Vinay
Prasad, were carrying out
Border domination patrol near
BOP, Pansar in Hiranagar,
when they were fired upon by
Pakistan snipers around 10.50
am. The BSF officer received
serious injuries as he was hit in
the abdomen.

According to a BSF
spokesman in Jammu, “the
injured officer was taken to
Military Hospital in Satwari,
Jammu where he succumbed to
his injuries and attained mar-
tyrdom”. 

More than one dozen BSF
jawans were martyred and over
40 others injured in different
incidents of cross border firing

and sniper attacks by Pakistan
rangers during 2018.

High alert was sounded
along the International Border
across Jammu frontier follow-
ing reports of fresh infiltration
bids by small groups of heavi-
ly armed infiltrators in the
coming days. 

Meanwhile, the Line of
Control (LoC) in Sunderbani
area of Rajouri and Mendhar
and Balakote sectors of Poonch
also witnessed heavy shelling in
the evening in which two
jawans including a BSF per-

sonnel received grievous
injuries.

The seriously injured BSF
jawan was airlifted to Military
hospital in Udhampur, official
sources said.

Till the time of filing the
report, shelling with heavy
calibre of weapons was going
on in different sectors of
Rajouri and Poonch. In
response, the Indian army too
was retaliating effectively, offi-
cial sources said. 
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Thiruvananthapuram: The
Kerala Lokayukta has admitted
a complaint alleging misuse of
Chief Minister’s Distress Relief
Fund (CMDRF) and issued
notice to Pinarayi Vijayan and
other State Ministers on it.

A full Bench comprising
Lokayukta Justice Pius C
Kuriakose, and Upa-lokayuktas
Justices KP Balachandran and
AK Basheer, on Tuesday decid-
ed to admit a complaint filed by
one RS Sashi Kumar.

The Bench was constituted
after there was a difference of
opinion among the Lokayukta
and one of the Upa-lokayuktas
regarding the jurisdiction of the
agency to probe disbursement
of assistance from CMDRF, an
official statement said here.

The Bench decided that the
complaint was maintainable
before the Lokayukta and
ordered notice to the respon-
dents — CM Pinarayi Vijayan
and other State Ministers.
While admitting the complaint,
the Lokayukta clarified in the
order that he had not found any
of the party guilty. PTI

�%����������,%

������	�	���������
6
$�	����2��������
�
����� ���

Guwahati: Biraj Kumar Sarma
— one of the signatories of the
historic Assam Accord of 1985,
Asom Gana Parishad (AGP)
co-founder and former
Minister — died on Tuesday at
a private hospital here, his
family and party sources said.

Sarma died around 2.30
am in the hospital where he
was admitted on January 6 for 
protracted illness, hospital
sources said.

He was a front ranking
leader of the six-year long
Assam Movement led by the All
Assam Students Union from
1979 which had culminated in
signing of the Memorandum of
Settlement Assam Accord in
1985 between AASU and rep-
resentatives of Central and
Assam Governments.

Sarma had participated in
Assam Movement as an active
member of Sadou Asom Gana
Sangram Parishad and co-
founded AGP, which was
formed by Assam agitation
leaders in 1985. He was
General Secretary of party and
later its vice-president. PTI

9		���9�����
	�����������9;��
��B�����������<
(���������������

'������	����
�����:�� ���	�����������������������	��
�	����������	�����������=�	�������������%���	�����	������������������
����������	�%���	���������
��� +�/

Lucknow: Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) supremo Mayawati on
Tuesday appealed to workers of
her party and the Samajwadi
Party (SP) to forget their past
differences to fight the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections.

On Saturday, the BSP and
the SP announced an alliance in
Uttar Pradesh  to unitedly fight
the BJP. “Forget past differences
and ensure victory of all joint
candidates of the SP and the
BSP. This will be my ideal
birthday gift,” Mayawati said at
a Press conference here on the
occasion of her 63rd birthday.

SP president Akhilesh
Yadav later visited the BSP
chief and presented her with a

bouquet and a shawl on 
her birthday.

Mayawati said Uttar
Pradesh, which is India’s largest
State, will decide who will be
the next Prime Minister.

“UP decides who will come
to power at the Centre and who
will be the Prime Minister. The
BSP and the SP must fight
together, setting aside their
differences and ensure the vic-
tory of all ‘gathbandhan’
(alliance) candidates,” she said,
apparently hinting at her prime
ministerial ambitions. The BSP
president, who had spelt out
the reasons of keeping the
Congress out of the alliance on
Saturday, did not spare it, ask-

ing the party to understand that
“popular declarations will not
help them anymore”.

“Fingers have already been
raised at the Congress
Government over the loan
waiver scheme in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, and people are
asking as to why the cut off
dates for it has been fixed for
March 31 when it should have
been December 17, 2018, when
the new Government took
over,” she said.

“Also, these Governments
are only waiving loans up to �2
lakh and this will not help
farmers in any manner,”
Mayawati said. PTI
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In a major tragedy that
marred the Sankranti festiv-

ities in the tribal belt of north
Maharashtra, six persons —
including two children — were
killed and 38 others injured on
Tuesday afternoon, when a
boat capsized in Narmada river
in Nandurbar district, nearly
360 km from here.

The ill-fated boat was car-
rying as many as 62 people
when it overturned near Busa
point in Dhadgaon tehsil of
Nandurbar district. At the time
of mishap, the affected people
were returning home after per-
forming Jal puja in the
Narmada river on the occasion

of auspicious Sankranti festival.
Official sources said that

among those killed, there were
two male children, two women,
a man and a teenaged boy.

All the passengers on the
mishap-hit boat were 
from Telkhedi village in
Dhadgaon tehsil.

With the mishap site being
in the hinterland pocket of
Nandurbar which is a pre-
dominantly tribal district, the
district authorities faced
impediments in reaching the
site for carrying out rescue
operations. Till the evening, the
local police and villagers 
had rescued 42 persons — a
majority of whom in an injured
condition.
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Mumbai: Rubabuddin Shaikh,
brother of Sohrabuddin Shaikh,
who was allegedly killed in a
fake encounter, has requested
the Home Ministry and the
CBI to appeal against the trial
court’s acquittal of all the
accused in the case.

On December 21, 2018, a
special Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) court had
acquitted all the 22 accused due
to insufficient evidence and the
prosecution’s failure to prove its
case beyond reasonable doubt.

The accused, mostly 
junior level police officers 
from Gujarat and Rajasthan,
were charged with killing
Sohrabuddin Shaikh, his wife
Kausar Bi and his associate
Tulsiram Prajapati in a fake
encounter.

On January 14 this year,
Sohrabuddin’s brother
Rububuddin wrote letters to
the Ministry of Home Affairs
and CBI, the prosecuting
agency, requesting them to file
an appeal in the Bombay High
Court challenging the lower
court’s order.

“The judgement of the CBI
court dated December 21, 2018

acquitting all the accused per-
sons is bad in law and prima
facie untenable. The special
CBI court has erred in appreci-
ating facts and evidence in right
perspective,” the letter said.

“I humbly request you
(MHA and CBI) to kindly
undertake all necessary mea-
sures to file appeal before the
Bombay High Court,”
Rubabuddin said in the letter.

According to CBI, the three
victims, who were returning to
Sangli in Maharashtra from
Hyderabad in a bus, were taken
into custody by a police team
on the night of November 22-
23, 2005.

The couple were taken in
one vehicle and Prajapati in
another. PTI
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Guwahati/Majuli: Senior
Congress leader and former
Assam Chief Minister Tarun
Gogoi on Tuesday described
Sarbananda Sonowal as a
“weak Chief Minister” who
allegedly failed to provide a
strong leadership when the
State was going through trying
times due to the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill.

The bill, passed by the Lok
Sabha on January 8, seeks to
grant Indian citizenship to
non-Muslims who fled reli-
gious persecution in
Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan and entered India
before December 31, 2014.

Protests have erupted
across Assam and a statewide
“bandh”, called by a number of
organisations, was observed
on January 8.

“Sarbananda Sonowal is a
weak Chief Minister. If he does
not take a strong stand on the

bill today, it is certain that the
future of Assam will be dark. I
feel if the CM remains weak at
this time, it is very unfortunate
for the people of Assam,”
Gogoi, who preceded Sonowal
as the Chief Minister, said.

“Sonowal has given only a
weak leadership and for that, I
believe, (Finance Minister)
Himanta Biswa Sarma is the
one who is the most responsi-
ble. And due to this, he (Sarma)
is riding roughshod over the
hopes and aspirations of the
people of Assam, instead of
supporting them,” he told
reporters here.

Even after all this, if the
chief minister did not wake up,
people would realise that he
was pretending not to under-
stand their plight because of his
self-interest, the Congress
leader said, while taking part in
the “Meji-burning” ritual of
Bohagi or Magh Bihu, an agrar-

ian festival of Assam.
“All this time, he (Sonowal)

had been sleeping... That is all
right. But now he should wake

up from his slumber and fulfil
the promises he had made to
the people of the State,” he
added. PTI
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Aizawl: Mizoram Chief
Minister Zoramthanga has told
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
that the people of the north-
eastern State vehemently oppos-
es the passage of Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill,, an official
statement said on Tuesday.

The controversial bill,
which has triggered large scale
protests in the northeastern
States including Mizoram, was
passed by the Lok Sabha on
January 8. The statement said

that Zoramthanga met Modi in
New Delhi on Tuesday and dis-
cussed several issues including
the opposition to the proposed
amendment on the Citizenship
Act, 1955.

They also discussed about
bamboo projects, Mizoram’s
separate cadre for all India ser-
vices and proposed termination
of Jet Airways’ flights from
Aizawl to Kolkata and Guwahati
from February 10, the statement
added. PTI
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The Bengal BJP reacted in a
guarded manner to the

huge judicial setback it received
in the Supreme Court which on
Tuesday turned down its plea
for a four-phase rath yatra
covering almost all the 22 dis-
tricts of the State.

“We had approached the
apex court to get our democ-
ratic rights that was under
serious attack by the Trinamool
Congress Government restored
but the State managed to put its
argument in a successful man-
ner and we lost the case.

“We will honour the
Supreme Court judgement but
having said so we will contin-
ue our struggle for restoring
democracy in Bengal,” State
BJP president Dilip Ghosh
said, adding his party would
however, continue to stage
dharnas and civil disobedi-
ence rallies.

“We will be on the ground
staging civil disobedience ral-
lies like we had been doing all
these days,” he said, adding his

party having failed to extract
the order favouring a rath
yatra may now consider a
padyatras or marches through
the districts.

The BJP was likely to hold
a grand rally at the historic
Brigade Parade Ground in
Kolkata on January 23. The rally
is likely to be addressed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday
said Congress Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge would

attend her party’s grand rally at
the Brigade parade Ground.

The Trinamool Congress’
grand rally would take place on
January 19 and is likely to be
attended among others by lead-
ers like Sharada Pawar, Sharad
Yadav, Akhilesh Yadav,
Mayawati, MK Stalin, Tejaswi
Yadav, Arvinda Kejriwal. The
party is expecting a record-
breaking presence of 20 lakh
people, several lakh more than
the highest recorded earlier in
a Left Front rally which was
about 15 lakh.
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The equity benchmark
Sensex on Tuesday rallied

nearly 465 points after cooling
retail inflation raised RBI rate
cut hopes, leading to intense
buying in rate-sensitive stocks,
and strong global cues sup-
ported investors sentiment.

Private sector lender Yes
Bank emerged as the top gain-
er with 3.86 per cent climb, fol-
lowed by Infosys 3.66 per cent,
Vedanta 3.03 per cent, Reliance
3.02 per cent and TCS 2.74 per
cent, on the Sensex chart. 

The 30-share index settled
464.77 points, or 1.30 per cent,
higher at 36,318.33, while the
broader NSE Nifty rallied
149.20 points, or 1.39 per cent,
to finish at 10,886.80.

Market sentiment
remained upbeat over retail
inflation dropping to an 18-
month low of 2.19 per cent in
December, creating headroom
for the Reserve Bank to ease

monetary policy next month.
Another set of official data

showed that the wholesale
inflation too eased to an eight-
month low of 3.80 per cent in
December.

In the Sensex pack, other
gainers were Bajaj Finance,
Bharti Airtel, Tata Motors, Hero
MotoCorp, HUL, Asian Paints,
HDFC duo and ONGC — gain-
ing as much as 2.87 per cent.

Bucking the overall trend,
Maruti, PowerGrid and ICICI
Bank ended in the red.

On a net basis, foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) sold
shares worth �732.46 crore
Monday, while domestic insti-
tutional investors (DIIs) were
net buyers to the tune of
�527.49 crore, provisional data
available with BSE showed.

“Domestic market was
buoyed by broad-based buying
across all sectors and particu-
larly led by rate sensitive sec-
tors on the of a probable rate
cut considering that Index of

Industrial Production for the
month of November slumped
to mere 0.5 per cent while CPI
inflation eased for a 6th straight
month to 2.19 per cent in
December,” Paras Bothra,
President, Equity Research,
Ashika Group, said. 

Besides, positive cues from
European and other Asian
markets lifted sentiments.

Elsewhere in Asia, Korea’s
Kospi jumped 1.58 per cent,
Shanghai Composite Index
rose 1.36 per cent, Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng rallied 2.02 per
cent, and Japan’s Nikkei gained
0.96 per cent.

In Europe, Frankfurt’s
DAX was up 0.41 per cent,
Paris CAC 40 rose 0.56 per
cent, and London’s FTSE
gained 0.33 per cent.

The rupee, meanwhile,
depreciated 20 paise against the
US dollar to 71.12.

The benchmark Brent
crude futures rose 0.78 per cent
to $59.45 per barrel.
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Facebook announced
Tuesday that it will invest

$300 million over three years
in various projects related to
journalism, especially to pro-
mote local news, which has
been hit hard in the digital age.

The move comes with
online platforms under pres-
sure for dominating the inter-
net advertising ecosystem,
making it harder for news
organisations to make a tran-
sition to digital.

“People want more local
news, and local newsrooms are
looking for more support,”
Campbell Brown, Facebook’s
vice president in charge of
global news partnerships, said
in a blog post.

“That’s why today we’re
announcing an expanded
effort around local news in the
years ahead.” The initiative
includes a $5 million endow-
ment to the Pulitzer Center to
launch “Bringing Stories
Home,” which will foster cov-
erage on topics that affect
local communities — funding
at least 12 local in-depth, mul-
timedia reporting projects each
year.

Facebook also said it giv-
ing $6 million to the British-
based Community News
Project, which partners with
regional news organisations
including Reach, Newsquest,
JPI, Archant, Midland News
Association and the National
Council for the Training of
Journalists to recruit trainee
community journalists.
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Huawei’s reclusive founder
Ren Zhengfei stepped

out of  the shadows on
Tuesday to give a rare media
interview, forcefully denying
accusations that his firm
engaged in espionage on
behalf  of  the Chinese
Government.

The company he founded
more than 20 years ago has
been under fire in recent
months with the arrest of
Ren’s daughter and Huawei
CFO Meng Wanzhou in
Canada, the arrest of an
employee on spying charges
in Poland, and a worldwide
campaign by Washington to
blacklist it.

A former Chinese army
engineer, Ren denied that
Huawei passed information
along to the Chinese
Government.

“I love my country, I sup-
port the Communist Party.
But I will not do anything to
harm the world,” Ren told a
group of foreign reporters,
according to Bloomberg
News.

“I don’t see a close con-
nection between my person-
al political beliefs and the
businesses of Huawei,” he
said.

Huawei faces unprece-
dented challenges to its busi-
ness amid a global campaign
by Washington to push
nations to reconsider using
the telecom giant’s equip-
ment in their cellular net-
works over security concerns.

Australia and New

Zealand banned its gear last
year and a top British operator
moved to remove its existing
equipment, while concerns
grow in Canada, Japan, France,
Germany, Poland, the Czech
Republic and other countries.

Last  month Canada
arrested Ren’s daughter Meng
on a US extradition request
related to Iran sanctions vio-
lations.

Ren said he missed his
daughter very much and
denied any regular contact
with the Chinese govern-
ment,  according to the
Financial Times.

Some analysts  say
Beijing’s ferocious response to
her arrest points to the high-
level  connections that
Washington alleges.

Chinese authorit ies
detained two Canadian citi-
zens — a former diplomat and
a business consultant — on
suspicion of endangering
national security soon after
Meng’s arrest in a move wide-
ly seen as retaliation.

Then authorities revisited
the litt le-known case of
Canadian Robert  Lloyd
Schellenberg, who was sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison in
November for drug offences.

On Monday he was sen-
tenced to death in a hastily
arranged retrial — China has
denied any of the cases are
connected to Meng’s situation.

In December President
Donald Trump said he could
intervene in the US case
against Meng if it helped seal
a trade deal with China — a
statement that displeased

Canada, which has denied
politics played a role in
Meng’s arrest.

“Trump is a great presi-
dent. He dares to massively
cut taxes, which will benefit
business,” Ren said at the
roundtable with reporters.

“Huawei is only a sesame
seed in the trade conflict
between China and the US,”
he said,  according to
Bloomberg.

Ren told reporters
Huawei would deny any
request from Beijing to share
sensitive information from
its clients.

Huawei has long rejected
such Western accusations,
saying there was “no evi-
dence” it poses a threat to the
national security of any coun-
try.

But this month Poland
arrested a Huawei employee
suspected of spying for China.

The firm swiftly sacked
the employee Wang Weijing,
who led Huawei’s sales team
in Poland, and said “his
alleged actions have no rela-
tion to the company”.

Ren said he was not wor-
ried about the bans by some
countries  and forecast
Huawei’s revenue would grow
to $125 billion in 2019.

“Huawei is not a public
company, we don’t need a beau-
tiful earnings report,” he said.

“If  they don’t  want
Huawei to be in some mar-
kets, we can scale down a bit.
As long as we can survive and
feed our employees, there’s a
future for us,” he said, accord-
ing to Bloomberg.
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The Indian rupee on
Tuesday plunged by anoth-

er 13 paise to close at one-
month low of 71.05 against the
US dollar amid strengthening
greenback and surging crude
oil prices.

At the Interbank Foreign
Exchange, the rupee opened
weaker at �70.79 then lost fur-
ther ground and fell to a low of
71.15 against the American
currency.

The domestic unit, how-
ever, gained some strength and
finally settled at 71.05 a dollar,
down 13 paise over its previous
close.

This was the third straight
session of loss for the rupee.
The domestic currency
Monday plunged by 43 paise
to close at nearly one-month
low of 70.92 against the US
dollar. The Indian unit has lost
64 paise in these three ses-
sions. 

Forex traders attributed
the rupee plunge to rising
crude prices. However, heavy
buying in domestic equities
and fresh foreign fund inflows
restricted the fall in the local
unit to some extent.

Stronger dollar against its
key rival currencies impacted
the rupee trading pattern, they
said.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, was higher by 0.22 per
cent to 95.81 in late afternoon
trade.
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With a mission to inspire
people to focus on fitness

and live a healthy lifestyle,
Born2Run hosts the first ever
Born2Run Half Marathon on
January 27 (Sunday) at Jawahar
Lal Nehru Stadium, New Delhi.
The marathon starts at 6 am
and will go on till 9 am. The
race categories are 5 km, 10 km,
and 21.1 km, with a BIB Expo
on January 25 – 26. The regis-
tration for the marathon is
open till January 20, Sunday.
The organizers of the event
expect around 4000 runners
approximately.

The vision of Born2Run is
to establish a sustainable, com-
munityfocused pan-India run-
ning event, encouraging ath-
letes and amateur runners to
lead healthy lifestyles and fur-
ther improve their personal fit-
ness through running.The key
highlights of the event are its
excellent route profile with
ample hydration points, med-
ical aid, ample parking facility,
enough mobile toilets, planned
transport facility and breakfast
for the participating individu-
als.
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The Government is working
on a blueprint for the

domestic manufacturing of air-
craft and also looking at aircraft
financing from within the
country, Civil Aviation
Minister Suresh Prabhu said on
Tuesday.

Speaking to the media at
the Global Aviation Summit
2019, organised jointly by the
civil aviation ministry, the
Airports Authority of India
and Ficci, the minister also
emphasised on carrying out of
maintenance, repair and over-
haul (MRO) work domestical-
ly.

“We will soon roll out a
road map for manufacturing
of aircraft in India,” Prabhu
said.

Stating that the country
needs 2,300 new aircraft to
meet the future air travel

demand, he said, “We would
like to join hands with top play-
ers from across the globe.”

The Minister said the
Government wants aircraft
financing to be done by domes-
tic players.

“We are already working
on financing of aircraft and
how that should happen from
India. We are loosing out lot of
resources to outsiders,” Prabhu
said.

He further said the
Government wants aircraft
MRO to happen in the coun-
try.

“There are so many planes
and the maintenance and
repairs  can be done in India,”
he said.

Prabhu warned that if
MRO work is not carried out
in the country then the
Government will be loosing out
lot of money, besides job
opportunities.
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State-owned Indian Oil Corp
(IOC) on Tuesday said it will

raise $900 million through an
overseas bonds issue to meet its
working capital requirements.

In a regulatory filing, IOC
said it has launched an inter-
national bonds issue of $900
million, carrying a coupon of
4.75 per cent.

The Notes are expected to
be settled by January 16, 2019.

“The Notes carry a coupon
of 4.75 per cent per annum
payable semi-annually. The
Notes will mature in 2024 and
all the principal and interest
payments will be made in US
Dollars,” it said.

IOC said the proceeds of the
issue will be used to fund work-
ing capital requirements for the
normal course of business.

The bonds will be listed on
the Singapore Exchange.

Bookrunners for the issue are
Citigroup, DBS Bank, SBICAP
Securities, Standard Chartered
Bank and Westpac Banking.

IOC is buying back shares
and is paying an interim divi-
dend for the fiscal 2018-19,
aggregating to �11,000 crore.

The board of IOC last
month approved buyback of up
to 29.76 crore equity shares, or
3.06 per cent of share capital,
at �149 per share aggregating
to �4,435 crore. It also
approved payment of �6,556
crore as interim dividend to
shareholders. 

Fitch Ratings had last
month stated that �4,435 crore
share buyback and �6.75 per
share interim dividend, togeth-
er with funding requirements
for IOC’s capex plans to
upgrade refineries for new
emission standards and expan-
sion of refining and petro-
chemical capacity, will drive up

the company’s leverage. 
Its expected capex of

�23,000 crore in FY2018-19
and �27,500 crore in FY2019-
20 to result in continued neg-
ative free cash flow. 

The Government is push-
ing cash-rich PSUs to pay high-
er dividends and buy back
shares using their reserves so as
to help meet its budget deficit. 

The Government, which
holds a 54.06 per cent stake in
IOC, is expected to participate
in the share buyback. 

Besides IOC, at least half a
dozen other central PSUs have
disclosed share buyback pro-
grammes. Prominent among
these include ONGC, NHPC,
Coal India, Oil India Ltd,
BHEL, NALCO, NLC, Cochin
Shipyard and KIOCL that
could fetch the Government a
little over �6,000 crore. 

At the �149 per share, the
Government is likely to get
about �2,400 crore by tender-
ing some of its shares in IOC
in the buyback.
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The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Tuesday said it

would inject �10,000 crore into
the system through purchase of
Government securities on
January 17 to increase liquid-
ity.

The purchase will be made
through open market opera-
tions (OMOs).

“Based on an assessment of
prevailing liquidity conditions
and also of the durable liquid-
ity needs going forward, the
RBI has decided to conduct
purchase of ... Government
securities under OMOs for an
aggregate amount of �100 bil-
lion on January 17, 2019,” the
central bank said in a state-
ment.

The eligible participants
should submit their offers in
electronic format on the RBI
Core Banking Solution (E-
Kuber) system on 
January 17.
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The Government on Tuesday
unveiled its much-awaited

national air cargo policy, which
seeks to make India among the
top five air freight markets by
2025, besides creating air
transport shipment hubs at all
major airports over the next six
years.

The policy document
released during the two-day
Global Aviation Summit 2019,
which kick started here
Tuesday, stated that the policy
will encourage code
sharing/inter-line agreements
between foreign and Indian
carriers.

As per the policy, interna-
tional cargo comprises 60 per
cent of the total air cargo tonnes
handled in the country, logging
a growth of 15.6 per cent in the
previous fiscal, while domestic
cargo grew by over 8 per cent,
which reflects the skewed
modal mix, in which roads
account for over 60 per cent of
cargo transportation as com-
pared to the global average of
around 30 per cent.

Indian express industry is
one of the fastest growing mar-

kets globally, but with a small
share of about 2 per cent of the
global market, grew at a com-
pounded annual growth rate of
17 per cent over the past five
years and was estimated to be
�22,000 crore in 2016-17, it said.

The domestic express
industry, a key constituent of
the Indian express industry, is
estimated to be worth �17,000
crore, the policy document
said adding that the interna-
tional express is estimated to
contribute �5,000 crore to the
Indian express industry.

As per the document, the
potential in the new markets
needs to be explored with long-
term infrastructure creation
in order to sustain cargo
growth in the next 10-15 years
at least.

The cargo policy also seeks
to establish agreements
between national carriers/
freighters and integrators to
improve domestic connectivi-
ty as well as encourage the
establishment of agreements
between national and interna-
tional carriers/freighters and
other airline operators to pro-
vide access to key global cargo
hubs.
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The Competition
Commission on Tuesday

dismissed a complaint by e-
commerce firm Snapdeal
against kitchen appliances
maker KAFF with regard to
alleged imposition of mini-
mum resale price maintenance
(RPM) on its dealers.

The fair trade regulator
dismissed the complaint by
Jasper lnfotech Pvt Ltd which
owns and operates e-commerce
platform Snapdeal as the it did
not find any contravention of
the Competition Act.

The complaint, filed by
Jasper in 2014, alleged that
KAFF was attempting to
impose a price restriction to
make sales at a minimum price
and threatened to ban online
sales if such prices were not
maintained.

The commission had
directed its investigation arm
director general to investigate
whether the minimum resale
price imposed by the KAFF on
its dealers contravened the
Competition Act.
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India's top women boxers, including six-
time world champion M C Mary

Kom, are among 60 pugilists short-list-
ed for the national camp, which began at
the IG Stadium here Tuesday.

The World Championships and the
2020 Tokyo probable will also be short-
listed from here.

The Boxing Federation of India
(BFI) has also rewarded pugilists who
were among the medals and showed
promise at the recently-concluded third
Elite Women's National Boxing
Championships at Vijayanagar,
Karnataka.

The campers also include the World
Youth gold medallists, Nitu (48kg) and
Sakshi (57Kg) and 2017 bronze medal-
list, Astha Pawa, (75kg) as they were ele-
vated from youth division to senior camp
for the first time.

The selected 60 comprise a mix of
young as well as experienced boxers. S
Kalaivani , Himani Pant , Rinki Sharma
, Manju , Sohini , Monika and Lalita  are
some of those who have been rewarded
as BFI also looks at the future prospects.

The first tournament that the boxers
will be aiming after a month-long camp
is the Strandja Memorial Cup Boxing to
be held in Bulgaria from February 13 to
28. 
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Mohammed Ali Qamar, the man

who won India's first Commonwealth
Games Gold medal in boxing, has taken
over as chief coach for the country's
women pugilists, becoming the youngest
ever to get the top job.

Ali Qamar, who turns 38 in a cou-
ple of months' time, was appointed to the
position on Monday night, replacing vet-
eran Shiv Singh. Ali Qamar has been an
assistant coach in the national camp for
more than a year.

In addition, the Arjuna awardee has
helmed the Railways Sports Promotion
Board's women's team for more than
three years. "It has come as a bit of sur-
prise to me, I got to know only last night
and I am thankful to the Boxing
Federation of India for considering me
worthy enough for the position," Ali
Qamar, whose history-making CWG
Gold came in 2002 said.
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MS Dhoni pulled off a tight
finish for India just like old
times to silence his critics

after captain Virat Kohli laid the foun-
dation for a series-levelling six-wick-
et win against Australia with his 39th
ODI hundred here on Tuesday.

Chase master Kohli could not
take his team to the finishing line this
time but Dhoni (55 off 54) and
Dinesh Karthik (25 off 14) rose to the
occasion with an unbeaten 57-run
stand off 34 balls, taking India home
with four balls to spare. Australia
scored 298-8 after opting to bat.

Man of the match Kohli was dis-
missed in the 44th over after making
104 off 112 balls with five fours and
two sixes. Dhoni, who has been
coping a lot of criticism for his wan-
ing finishing skills, turned back the
clock and took India past the finish
line with a final over six.

The third and final ODI will be
in Melbourne on Friday.

India got off to a frantic start with
Shikhar Dhawan hitting five bound-
aries in his 28-ball 32 runs. He put on
47 runs for the opening wicket with
Rohit Sharma (43).

The latter had another strong
outing, adding 54 runs with Kohli for
the second wicket as India crossed
100 in the 18th over. But just when
things were going smoothly, he
mishit a pull off Marcus Stoinis (1-
46) and was caught in the deep.

Ambati Rayudu (24) then came
to the crease, and while he added 59
runs with Kohli for the third wicket,
it was plain obvious that the number
four batsman struggled for timing. 

But it was Rayudu who tried
attacking the bowling and perished
instead, caught in the deep off Glenn
Maxwell (1-16) in the 31st over.

Dhoni then joined Kohli, and the
duo put on 82 runs for the fourth
wicket, with clever rotation of strike
as India crossed 200 in the 37th over
to keep pace with the asking rate.

Kohli changed gears as he hit two
immaculate sixes through pure tim-
ing, and reached his hundred off 108
balls. It was his sixth ODI hundred
against Australia.

The turning point came in the
44th over though, when Australia
masterminded Kohli's dismissal

through some clever field placement
in the deep. He holed out to Maxwell
off Jhye Richardson (1-59).

Dhoni then took over and put on
match-winning partnership with
Karthik. In doing so, he turned back
the clocks to lead India to a tense fin-
ish, and completed his second con-
secutive half-century in as many
matches, 69th overall, off 53 balls.

The veteran's running between
the wickets, laced with two sixes as
the only boundaries, finished things
off in style for India. 

The hosts were unchanged from
the previous game, while India
brought in debutant Mohammed
Siraj in place of Khaleel Ahmed.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar (4-45) and
Mohammed Shami (3-58) exerted
themselves on proceedings with the
new ball, and didn't let the Australian
openers get away quickly.

Kumar bowled Aaron Finch (6)
through the gate in the seventh over,
in a near-similar replay of his dis-
missal in the first ODI. At the other
end, Alex Carey (18) looked set
once again before getting out two
overs later, a top-edge off Shami's
quick bouncer caught at midwicket
as Shikhar Dhawan took a skier.

It brought Marsh and Usman
Khawaja (21) together, and they put
on 56 runs off 65 balls. Their part-
nership threatened to turn the game
away, but Ravindra Jadeja affected a
brilliant run-out in the 19th over to
dismiss Khawaja with a direct throw
from backward point. 

India were forced to bowl
Kuldeep Yadav (0-66) and Jadeja (1-
49) earlier in the innings than
planned, and even Shami came back
for a spell before the 25th over as the
lack of a sixth bowling option start-
ed to show.

Australia did them a favour by
losing wickets at regular intervals.
Peter Handscomb (20) was stumped
off Jadeja in the 28th over with MS
Dhoni affecting another quick dis-
missal. But he had added 52 runs with
Marsh for the fourth wicket carrying
Australia past 100 in the 22nd over.

Marsh reached his half-century
off 62 balls, and added 55 runs with
Marcus Stoinis (29) for the fifth wick-
et. Their partnership threatened to
change the pace of scoring but Shami
struck in the 37th over, an inside edge

caught behind, to dismiss Stoinis.
Maxwell hit five fours and a six

as Australia accelerated after reach-
ing 200 in the 39th over. Marsh,
meanwhile, had reached his hundred
off 108 balls.

Siraj had a woeful day as he
missed out twice on Maxwell's wick-
et as the hard-hitting batsman sur-
vived on 26 and 41. First, DRS over-
turned an lbw decision in the 44th
over with the ball going down leg, and
then Rohit Sharma dropped a tough
chance at extra cover in the 47th over.

Kumar returned to account for
both Maxwell and Marsh in the 48th
over and it dented momentum
towards 300, as Australia lost a flur-
ry of wickets. 
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India captain Virat Kohli called it an "MS
classic" after Mahendra Singh Dhoni,

with sixes that reminded of his heydays,
hammered home the point that the fin-
isher in him is still alive.

Dhoni slammed an unbeaten 55 off
54 balls after Kohli laid the foundation for
India's series-levelling six-wicket victory
over Australia in the sec-
ond ODI with a fluent
century.

"There is no doubt
that he should be a part
of this team. Tonight
was MS classic. He cal-
culates the game so well.
He takes the game till the
end, when only he
knows what's going on
in his mind, and he
backs himself to hit
those big shots at the
end," Kohli said at the
post-match presentation
ceremony.

Kohli could not take
his team home this time but Dhoni and
Dinesh Karthik (25 off 14) rose to the
occasion with an unbeaten 57-run stand,
helping India chase down a target of 299
with four balls to spare.

"You look for little moments to
pump you up, get into the zone, and that's
what I was trying to do. I tried to stay as
aware as possible in recognising the
moment to strike.

"I thought those 2-3 overs were the
moment, to bring the gap between runs
and balls down. When it comes off it
looks good. It was a really tough day.

"My pants are white with the sweat,
the salts coming out. MS was tired as well,

fielding for 50 overs and batting as well,
it was tough."

Kohli praised seamer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar for his crucial blows at the death.

"We wanted to try and restrict them
in the end. I thought they were going to
get away from us when Maxy (Glenn
Maxwell) and Shaun (Marsh) were in.
Getting them in two balls was brilliant.
I thought 298 was par on that wicket, with

the start they had.
"Bhuvi was outstand-

ing to pull things back for
us. Vijay Shankar is in the
squad, he's an all-rounder,
so that gives us an option
to play around with - but
we'll see how we go. But
backing five bowlers and
seeing it come off is pleas-
ing as a captain."

Australia rode
Marsh's century to post a
challenging target after
winning the first ODI. But
India's batting might
proved too good for the
home bowlers.

Skipper Aaron Finch acknowledged
that.

"When you come up like a batting
side against India, you know you have to
get wickets regularly, and we ran into that
man Dhoni as well. Credit to India, they
played well.

"What we've been working towards
is some real solid performances through
the middle overs. I'm responsible for the
Powerplays, and I've not been coming off.
It's a matter of time, I think.

"It's not easy when you're not getting
runs, but captaincy is separate from per-
sonal performance, and you have to be
consistent with your actions," Finch said.
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Afocused Serena Williams sent an ominous
Australian Open warning with a 49-

minute first-round demolition Tuesday as
world number one Novak Djokovic destroyed
his opponent as he targets a record seventh
title.

US Open champion Naomi Osaka also
stormed through, but world number one
Simona Halep was lucky to stay alive, need-
ing to dig deep and claw back from a set down
before beating Kaia Kanepi 6-7 (2/7), 6-4, 6-
2.

American giant Williams is bidding to
match Margaret Court's record of 24 Grand
Slam crowns on her first return to Melbourne
Park since winning in 2017 while eight weeks
pregnant.

Now 37, she kept a low profile in the lead-
up to the opening major of the year and came
out of the blocks flying against fellow mum
Tatjana Maria, pummelling her German
opponent 6-0, 6-2.

Sporting a striking jade green jumpsuit
and fine mesh stockings on Rod Laver Arena,
the 16th seed wasted no time in getting out
of the blistering Melbourne heat and said it was
good to be back.

Bidding for an eighth Melbourne Park
crown, few are betting against Williams
despite her lowly seeding and she next faces
Canadian Eugenie Bouchard who eased past
China's Peng Shuai.

Williams played at the mixed teams
Hopman Cup in Perth this month, but her
appearance on Tuesday was her first outing on
tour since a meltdown in losing the US Open
final to Osaka in September.

Japan's Osaka, seeded four, wasted little
time in dispatching Poland's Magda Linette 6-
4, 6-2 and will next play Tamara Zidansek of
Slovakia.

Like Williams, Djokovic is also gunning
for a slice of history as he looks to win a sev-
enth title. Fellow six-time champion Roger
Federer is aiming for the same.

The Serb blasted past American qualifi-
er Mitchell Krueger 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 to set up a
clash with Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, who he beat in
Melbourne to win the first of his 14 Grand
Slam crowns back in 2008.
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Fourth seed Alexander Zverev, who is look-

ing to win his first Slam title and establish him-
self as a serious threat to Djokovic, Federer and
Rafael Nadal, cruised past Aljaz Bedene 6-4, 6-
1, 6-4.

But eighth seed Kei Nishikori, who won in
Brisbane last week, had a lucky escape.

The Japanese star looked down and out
against little known qualifier Kamil Majchrzak,
losing the first two sets before the Pole began
badly cramping.

He bravely fought on before calling it a day
after winning just two of the next 17 games.

Elsewhere, 2014 champion Stan Wawrinka
benefited from an opponent pulling out, with
Ernests Gulbis calling it quits after hurting his
back in the second set.

Among the women, sixth seed Elina
Svitolina easily progressed, as did Williams' sis-
ter Venus, who incredibly played her first Grand
Slam tournament 22 years ago.

But two-time champion Victoria Azarenka
was bundled out, along with 10th seed Darya
Kasatkina. Seventh seed Karolina Pliskova, who
has made the quarter-finals in her last two
appearances at Melbourne Park, went through,
as did  Madison Keys, who reached the semis
at the French and US Open last year.
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With tears in his eyes, Stephen
Constantine stepped down as the

Indian football team's coach, the group
stage Asian Cup exit turning out to be one
bitter pill that he found too hard to swal-
low.

India's promising start to the conti-
nental showpiece ended in a heartbreak
when they conceded a 90th minute
penalty for Bahrain to eke out a 1-0 win
in their final group engagements here
Monday night. And his "cycle" was fin-
ished.

"I'm stepping down after this game.
I've been here for four years, my objec-
tive from day one was to qualify for the
AFC Asian Cup. I've done that and I'm
exceptionally proud of the players for
everything they have given," Constantine
said. "I think my cycle has finished. I did
what I was asked to and a little bit more
and after four years, I think it's time to
leave," the Anglo-Cypriot added.

This was Constantine's second stint
with the Indian side after having been at

the helm between 2002 and 2005. He
returned to the hot seat after taking over
the reins for a second time in 2015, suc-
ceeding Netherlands' Wim Koevermans.

Ahead of the Asian Cup, speculation
was rife that Constantine was no longer
on good terms with talismanic striker
Sunil Chhetri and a few other senior play-

ers over his coaching methods.
"I've been here for four years. My

objective from day one was to qualify for
the Asian Cup and I've done that and
we've broken a few records as we did that.
I'm exceptionally proud of the players and
everything they've given.

"I'm sad to be leaving, the players and

staff have been fantastic throughout the
tournament. Even those who failed to
make the final squad."

His contract was to end on January
31 and a perfect send-off was on the cards,
but a reckless tackle by Pronay Halder,
ruined all plans. He is now looking for-
ward to spending time with his family.
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Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola is keeping a close eye on
Gabriel Jesus now the young strik-

er's family are no longer with him in
England.

Maintaining his hot streak in front of
goal should keep the Brazilian's spirits high.

The 21-year-old Jesus scored twice in
City's 3-0 win over 10-man
Wolverhampton Wanderers in the Premier
League on Monday, extending his spree to
seven goals across three different compe-
titions in the past nine days.

Whether he can retain City's sole
striker spot ahead of club great Sergio
Aguero, who started on the bench after a
recent illness, remains to be seen but Jesus
cannot be doing any more to impress his
manager, Pep Guardiola.

"I know Sergio Aguero is an amazing
player and helps me a lot," Jesus said.
"When Sergio plays he helps the team, and
when I play I want to help as well.

"I play better now and to score goals
is important to me."

And having two in-form strikers can
only boost City's chances of reeling in
Liverpool in the Premier League title race.
Liverpool's lead was trimmed to four
points by City's win over Wolves, for whom
the match was a damage-limitation exer-
cise from the moment center back Willy
Boly was handed a straight red card for a
dangerous tackle on Bernardo Silva in the
19th minute.

By then, Jesus had tapped in a left-
wing cross from Leroy Sane, who was
found by a searching ball forward from
center back Aymeric Laporte, to put City
in front in the 10th minute.

Jesus added his second goal from the
penalty spot in the 39th after Raheem
Sterling was fouled by Ryan Bennett.

City piled on the pressure in the sec-
ond half — it finished the game with 76
percent possession — but had only one
more goal to show for it, with Conor
Coady glancing a header into his own net
from substitute Kevin De Bruyne's cross.

Since losing back-to-back league
games around the Christmas holiday to
drop out of the lead and, at one point, be
seven points behind Liverpool, City has
been in relentless form — winning five

straight matches in all competitions and
scoring 24 goals in the process. Among
them was a 9-0 win over third-tier Burton
in the English League Cup, when Jesus
scored four times.

Guardiola spoke ahead of the game
about the club needing to rally around the
striker because he might start to find life
difficult after his mother, two older broth-
ers and nephew returned to Brazil fol-
lowing an extended stay in Manchester to
help Jesus acclimatize.

And teammates Sane and Sterling
could not have handed him easier oppor-
tunities to continue his scoring run.

Wolves were potentially tricky oppo-
nents for City, given their strong record
against the top six in the league. Nuno
Espirito Santo's team drew against City at
home in August and recently beat
Tottenham.

Boly's straight red card put paid to any
chance of an upset at Etihad Stadium and
Wolves failed to have a shot on target. And

neither Boly nor Espirito Santo had any
complaints about the decision, with the
defender having got the ball in a challenge
with Silva only to catch him with the fol-
low-through.

"The game 11 vs. 11 was the same as
11 vs. 10," Guardiola said.

It was the 16th time this season that
City has scored three or more goals. This
latest victory moved the champion five
points clear of third-placed Tottenham,
which lost at home to Manchester United

on Sunday.
Liverpool will also be wary of City's

improved form.
"All we can do is win our own games,"

Guardiola said. "We spoke many times in
the last hours about this to our players. We
cannot control what they do. We can con-
trol what we do. The only way to do that
is by being there. Maybe one day they fail
and we try to be there.

"But you can be sure if we don't win,
they will be champions."
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Tottenham captain Hugo Lloris admits
his side are now looking over their

shoulders at the teams chasing them in the
race for the Premier League top four.

Spurs have been considered title chal-
lengers after a superb run but two defeats
in three games — the latest to Manchester
United on Sunday -- have seriously dent-
ed their chances of overhauling Liverpool
or Manchester City.

They are just a point ahead of fourth-
placed Chelsea while defeat by United
means they are only seven points better off
than Ole Gunnar Solskjaer's side and
Arsenal.

Despite Spurs being touted as possible
champions a few weeks ago, the France
goalkeeper says qualifying for the
Champions League next season is the
main goal.

"We are still involved in four competi-
tions but the main thing is to finish in the
top four," he said. "We have said that from
the beginning and we have not changed our
mind.

"Of course, everyone is talking about
the teams in front of u, but it is important
to keep an eye on the teams behind
because in football things can change very
quickly." After Sunday's visit to Fulham,
Spurs take on Chelsea in the League Cup
second leg, holding a slender 1-0 advantage,
before an FA Cup trip to Crystal Palace.

Tottenham then host Borussia
Dortmund in the Champions League last-
16 first leg on February 13.

How much of that crucial period will
be played without Harry Kane remains to
be seen as Spurs are waiting to find out the
full extent of the striker's ankle injury.

Kane was hurt in the 1-0 loss to
United and boss Mauricio Pochettino
admitted he is worried about the extent of
the problem but Lloris said Spurs are not
a one-man team.

"We all know how important Harry is
in our team but he is not all of our team,"
he said. "Football is about the team and
every player is ready to help the team.

"In football during the season you have
ups and downs and you have to always
adapt to those and we will see about 'H'."
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One of football's great rival-
ries takes centre-stage at the

Asian Cup on Wednesday when
Iran play Iraq still smarting
from their controversial exit
four years ago.

Iran played most of the
classic 2015 quarter-final with 10
men after Mehrdad Pooladi's
hotly disputed first-half dis-
missal but when it ended 3-3
after extra-time, Iraq edged the
penalty shoot-out.

Iran's protest that Iraq yield-
ed an ineligible player was dis-
missed as Carlos Queiroz's
three-time winners were sent
packing from the tournament in
Australia.

Four years on from their
clash in Canberra, Iran forward
Saman Ghoddos said memories
were still fresh as Team Melli
take on Iraq in their final game
of Group D.

"Iraq are tough opponents
and I think that this will be a
revenge match for us," said

Ghoddos, according to Iran's
Varzesh3 website.

"I've been waiting for this
match ever since the last Asian
Cup. We will win this match for
the people."

Football is one of the
remaining points of contention
between the Middle East neigh-
bours, who fought a bloody war
in the 1980s in which hundreds
of thousands of people died.

Relations between the two

countries have warmed since the
removal of long-serving Iraqi
dictator Saddam Hussein in
2003, but games between the
two are not for the faint-heart-
ed.
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Iran, the three-time Asian

Cup winners, lead Iraq on goal
difference at the top of Group D,
with both teams already quali-
fied for the next round.

Former Real Madrid and
Portugal coach Queiroz, linked
with a move to the Colombia
national team after the Asian
Cup, said his prime concern was
maintaining Iran's perfect start.

"In football, the most impor-
tant match is always the next one
and every match is like a final for
us in the tournament," Queiroz
said.

Iraq, meanwhile, came from
behind to beat Vietnam 3-2, and
then defeated Yemen 3-0. Facing
Asia's highest-ranked team will
be a different challenge entire-
ly, however.

The build-up to the game
has been closely followed in both
countries, with former Iraqi
player Imad Mohammad telling
AFP that Iraqi media had played
up its "political character".

"Iraq's audience is looking at
this match with a special lens
that distinguishes it from all
other matches that it played so
far or that it will play in the Asia
Cup," said Iraqi journalist Ghazi
Shaea. 
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Middle-order batsman Rinku Singh
struck a fluent century to guide

Uttar Pradesh to 340 for seven in their
first innings on the opening day of their
Ranji Trophy quarterfinal match
against Saurashtra, here on Tuesday.

Rinku made 150 off just 181 balls
with the help of 19 boundaries to take
Uttar Pradesh out of trouble after the
hosts were reduced to 54 for 4 at one
stage on the first day of the four-day
match

Rinku stitched two crucial part-
nerships -- 145 runs for the fifth wick-
et with Priyam Garg (49) and 85 runs
with Umesh Yadav for the sixth wick-
et — to keep Uttar Pradesh afloat.

Besides Rinku and Priyam, open-
er Madhav Kaushik (37), Saurabh
Kumar (26 not out) and Shivam Mavi
(28 not out) also made useful contri-
butions with the bat.

Left-arm orthodox bowler
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja (3/111) was
the most successful bowler for
Saurashtra, while skipper Jaydev
Unadkat (2/65) also chipped in with
two wickets.  

Free from national duty, India's
middle-order mainstay Cheteshwar
Pujara is turning out for Saurashtra in
the last-eight encounter.
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ours on the opening day of their Ranji
Trophy quarterfinal, bowling out for-
midable Rajasthan for 224 in their first
innings at the Chinnaswamy Stadium
here onTuesday.

At stumps, Karnataka were 12
without loss in five overs with openers
Ravikumar Samarth and Dega Nischal
batting on seven and five, respectively.

The day also saw a couple of bad
decisions by the umpires. Robin Bist's
leg before dismissal came despite the
ball climbing up and Rajesh Bishnoi was
lucky to survive off K Gowtham.

Sent into bat, none of the batsmen
made any significant contributions,
except for skipper Mahipal Lomror (50)
and Rajesh Bishnoi (79) hitting fifties
batting lower down the order.

All the bowlers were among the
wickets, barring Ronit More. Gowtham
and Abhimanyu Mithun bagged three
wickets each to emerge as highest wick-
et-takers.
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���Kerala hit back to reduce
Gujarat to 97 for 4 after being bowled
out for 185 in 39.3 overs on the open-
ing day of the Ranji Trophy quarterfi-
nals here on Tuesday.

Gujarat won the toss and sent the

host into bat and struck at regular inter-
vals to take control. Opener
Mohammed Azharudeen (17) was the
first to go, bowled by Rush Kalaria.

After a 23-run partnership, Kerala
lost the wickets of P Rahul (26),
Sijomon Joseph and Sachin Baby at the
score of 52.

Medium-pacers Roosh Kalari (2 for
63) and C T Gaja (4 for 57) did most
of the damage. Sandeep Warrier and
Basil Thampi scalped two each to lead

the Kerala fightback.
Thampi struck a big blowwhen he

dismissed Parthiv for 43 as Gujarat trails
by 88 runs.
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������ Middle-order batsman Avneesh
Sudha hit a patient 91 to guide Uttarakhand
to a respectable 293 for six against reigning
champions Vidarbha on day one of their Ranji
Trophy quarter-final here on Tuesday.

Put in to bat at the Vidarbha Cricket

Association's Stadium in Jamtha, Uttarakhand
lost their skipper and opener Vineet Saxena
(5) early after he was cleaned up by medium
pacer Rajneesh Gurbani.

The visitors were in a spot of bother as
they lost two more wickets in quick succes-
sion. But then Sudha along with Vaibhav Singh
Panwar (67 off 128 balls) resurrected the vis-
itors' innings and steadied their ship.

The duo conjured a crucial 140-run stand
for the fourth wicket to bail the side out of trou-
ble and frustrate the Vidarbha bowlers.
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The International Cricket
Council Tuesday appointed

media professional Manu
Sawhney as its new chief exec-
utive officer, replacing incum-
bent David Richardson, who
will step down after the World
Cup.

Richardson's contract
expires at the end of this sum-
mer's ODI World Cup in
England.

Sawhney, the former CEO
of Singapore Sports Hub and
Managing Director of ESPN
Star Sports, will join the organ-
isation next month before for-
mally taking over the reins
from Richardson in July, the
ICC said in a statement.

The appointment was rat-
ified by the ICC Board follow-
ing a global search and appoint-
ment process led by the apex
body's chairman Shashank
Manohar and the Nominations
Committee.

Manohar said: "He brings
22 years of outstanding com-
mercial experience to the ICC
and will lead the delivery of our
new global growth strategy for
the game...Manu stood out as

the man to work with our
Members and take cricket for-
ward."

Sawhney, was with ESPN
Star Sports for 17 years and,
during his tenure as Managing
Director was responsible for
scaling the business and dou-
bling annual revenues.

"He has proven success in
a number of leadership roles in
both sport and broadcasting.
He is a strategic thinker and
understands the cricket land-
scape and its complexities. The
decision of the Nominations
Committee to recommend
Manu to the Board was a unan-
imous one..."

Additionally, Sawhney led
the global broadcast partnership
deal with the ICC that ran from
2007-2015. He is also a non-
executive director and member
of the Audit Committee of
Manchester United Ltd.

He said: "It is a great privi-
lege and responsibility to serve
the global cricket community as
CEO of the ICC."

Sawhney will work along-
side outgoing CEO Richardson
to ensure a smooth transition of
leadership before assuming con-
trol in July. 
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