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Karnataka Chief Minister
HD Kumaraswamy staved

off what seemed an imminent
defeat on the trust motion on
Thursday in the State Assembly
after Speaker KR Ramesh
adjourned the House till Friday,
defying Governor Vajubhai
Vala’s call to complete the
process by the end of the day.

The Governor has written
a letter to Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy, asking him to
prove majority on the floor of
the House by 1.30 pm on
Friday.

Rocked by a spate of resig-
nations of its MLAs, the
Congress-JD(S) alliance
Government lacked the num-
ber in the House for the pas-
sage of the motion and fielded
one after another lawmaker to
deliver lengthy speeches and
delay the inevitable.

Emboldened by the
Supreme Court’s ruling that the
MLAs cannot be forced to
attend the House proceedings,
as many as 20 lawmakers
skipped the trust vote debate,
making it amply clear that the
Kumaraswamy Government
was not going to survive the
motion. But the ruling dispen-
sation decided to buy time to
explore any last minute possi-
bility to win back the rebel
MLAs. As part of this strategy,
it went for a marathon debate,
which will continue on Friday. 

BJP leader BS Yeddyurappa
declared his party members
would stay put in the House
itself overnight and even till the

time the trust vote was decid-
ed.

“We will stay until the
trust vote is decided,”
Yeddyurappa said after the BJP,
exasperated over the delay in
taking up the voting, and also
rushed a delegation to the
Governor to ask Speaker KR
Ramesh Kumar to conclude the
trust vote process by the end of
the day itself.

Acting swiftly, Vala asked
the Speaker to complete the
process of Vote of Confidence
moved by the end of the day.

The drama unfolded right
from the word go as the Chief
Minister moved a one-line
motion, saying the House
expressed confidence in the 14-
month-old Ministry headed
by him.

The House that barely
focussed on the debate on the
motion saw three adjourn-

ments, acrimony and repeated
disruptions by belligerent slo-
gan shouting Congress mem-
bers before the proceedings
were wound up for the day.

As many as 16 MLAs — 13
from the Congress and three
from the JD(S) — had resigned,
while Independent MLAs R
Shankar and H Nagesh have
withdrawn their support to
the coalition Government,
putting the Kumaraswamy-led
Government in jitters.

One Congress member
Ramalinga Reddy retracted,
saying he would support the
Government. The ruling com-
bine’s strength is 117 —

Congress 78, JD(S) 37, BSP 1,
and nominated 1, besides the
Speaker.

With the support of the
two Independents, the
Opposition BJP has 107 MLAs
in the 225-member House,
including the nominated MLA
and the Speaker.

If the resignations of 15
MLAs (12 from Congress and
3 from JDS) are accepted, the
ruling coalition’s tally will
plummet to 101, (excluding the
Speaker) reducing the 14
month-old Kumaraswamy
Government to a minority.

BJP leaders said they were
mulling moving the Supreme

Court in the light of Thursday’s
developments.

The Congress-JD(S)
alliance may have brought
time, but there was a slim
chance of the survival of the
Government. Even as the
Congress leaders were trying to
win back the rebel MLAs,
another party MLA Shreemant
Patil skipped the House pro-
ceedings amid report that he
has been admitted in a Mumbai
hospital.

At one point, Congress
members carrying pictures of
Patil rushed towards the Well
of the House shouting slogans
“down down BJP” and “down

down operation kamal (lotus)”
to bring down the
Government.

BSP MLA Mahesh, on
whose support the coalition
was counting, too did not show
up, amid reports he was keep-
ing away as he has not received
any directions from the party
leader Mayawati on the stand
to be taken on the trust vote.

Seeking the trust vote,
Kumaraswamy said the rebel
MLAs had cast doubts about
the coalition Government
across the country and “we
have to tell the truth.”

“The entire nation is
watching the developments
unfolding in Karnataka,” he
said.

As soon as the motion was
moved, Yeddyurappa said the
trust vote process should be
completed in a single day.

“The Leader of Opposition
seems to be in a hurry,”
Kumaraswamy taunted
Yeddyurappa. As the Chief
Minister sought the trust vote,
Congress Legislature Party
leader Siddaramaiah pressed
for deferring the confidence
motion till the Assembly
Speaker decided on the issue of
whip in the wake of the
Supreme Court verdict on the
political crisis in the State.

Siddaramaiah said the 15
rebel MLAs were influenced by
the apex court order that they
can abstain from attending the
Assembly proceedings and
asked the Speaker to give a rul-
ing on the fate of whip issued
by him as CLP leader.

Continued on Page 7
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Income-Tax Department has
attached a “benami” com-

mercial plot measuring seven
acres and worth �400 crore
belonging to BSP chief
Mayawati’s brother Anand
Kumar and his wife in Noida
Sector 94. 

The IT Department has
applied Section 24(3) of the
Prohibition of Benami Property
Transactions Act, 1988, under
which the department can
attach an asset if it estimates the
asset to be benami. 

The attached plot bearing
number 2A in Sector 94 Noida
is located in the vicinity of pro-
posed five star hotel and other
such luxury infrastructure. 

Anand and his wife,
Vichiter Lata, allegedly used six
companies for transactions
relating to the acquisition of the
attached plot, sources said. 

The benami transactions
were effected through a host of
companies, including Vision
Town Planners Private Limited,
BPTP International Trade
Center Pvt Ltd, Euro Asia

Mercantile Pvt Ltd, Sunny Cast
and Forge Pvt Ltd, Karishma
industries Pvt Ltd and Add-Fin
Capital Services India Pvt Ltd,
sources said. The provisional
order for the attachment of the
plot “beneficially owned” by
Anand and his wife was issued
on July 16. 

Benami properties refer to
the instances wherein the real
beneficiary is not the one in
whose name the property is
registered. 

During probe, the
Department detected a “com-
plex web of shareholding” by at
least six firms, including
dummy companies, who were
the “benamidars” or the enti-
ties in whose name the “bena-
mi” property was registered. 

Continued on Page 7
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India’s ambitious second mis-
sion to the Moon

Chandrayaan-2 will now lift off
at 2.43 pm on July 22, space
agency ISRO said on Thursday,
three days after the launch was
aborted due to a technical snag
in its GSLV-Mk-III rocket. 

Chandrayaan-2, which will
be launched on board the most
powerful GSLV-Mk-III rocket
dubbed ‘Baahubali, is ready “to
take a billion dreams to the
Moon”, the Indian Space
Research Organisation said on
Twitter.

On July 15, the launch was
called off 56 minutes and 24
seconds before the scheduled
blast off at 1.55 am from the
spaceport in Sriharikota fol-
lowing a technical problem in
the rocket.
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After getting a verdict in its
favour in the Kulbhushan

Jadhav case by the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) on
Wednesday, India on Thursday
asked Pakistan to release him
and reiterated its commitment
to vigorously continue efforts
to bring him back. The ICJ had
ordered review of death penal-
ty to the former Indian Navy
officer and directed Pakistan to
provide him consular access.

Elaborating on the
Government’s resolve to secure
Jadhav’s release, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said, “Pakistan was found to
have deprived India of the
right to communicate with
Jadhav, have access to him, visit
him in detention and arrange
his legal representation.”

Making a statement first in
the Rajya Sabha and then in the

Lok Sabha on Thursday, the
External Minister said
“Kulbhushan Jadhav is inno-
cent of the charges made
against him. His forced con-
fession without legal represen-
tation and due process will not
change this reality. We once
again call upon Pakistan to
release and repatriate him
forthwith,” he said.

The ICJ on Wednesday
directed Pakistan to suspend
the death sentence given in
2017 to Jadhav on charges of
espionage and sabotage. 

“The Government will vig-

orously continue its efforts to
ensure his safety and wellbeing,
as well as his early return to
India,” Jaishankar said as mem-
bers cutting across party lines
welcomed the ICJ judgment
by thumping benches.

Jaishankar noted that
Jadhav was awarded a death
sentence by a Pakistani military
court on “fabricated charges”.
This was done without pro-
viding Indian representatives
consular access to him, as
envisaged by international law
and practice.

Continued on Page 7
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PRajagopal, (73), owner of
Saravana Bhavan Group of

restaurants, breathed his last on
Thursday morning at a
Chennai hospital where he was
undergoing treatment for a
series of ailments.  The  restau-
rateur, an accused in the mur-
der case of a woman whom he
wanted to possess as his third
wife, was serving life-term  in
Chennai’s  Puzhal Prison since
early this month following the
Supreme Court’s refusal to
quash the Madras High Court
order sentencing him and oth-
ers to life for the murder com-
mitted  by them in 2001.

A Chennai court had wit-
nessed many dramatic scenes
as the apex court refused
Rajagopal’s plea to extend his
bail to avail medical care in a
private hospital in the city.  He
was brought to the court in an
ambulance and was fitted with

oxygen masks and a series of
tubes to his nostrils and all over
the body. The judge refused to
entertain Rajagopal’s plea and
sent him to jail with a directive
to the authorities that medical
aid be made available to him  in
the event of any emergency.

Later the Madras High
Court,  hearing a petition
moved by the son of Rajagopal,

asked the prison authorities to
admit him to Government
Stanley Medical College from
where he was taken to a cor-
porate hospital as his condition
worsened.

The charge against
Rajagopal and others was that
they murdered Prince
Santhakumar, one of the
employees of the Saravana
Bhavan eateries, because the
latter refused to leave his wife
Jeeva  Jyothi whom  Rajagopal
wanted to take as his third wife. 

It was reported that
Rajagopal had been advised by
his astrologers to marry Jyothi
as she would bring him pros-
perity and eternal bliss. Jyothi
was against the marriage as the
hotelier was old enough to be
her “grandfather”. Her father
who himself was an employee
of Rajagopal married her off to
save her from the prowling eyes
of his employer.

Continued on Page 7
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Images of a fully grown tiger
“relaxing” on a bed inside a

house-cum-shop in flooded
Kaziranga National Park on
Thursday created a buzz on
social media, bringing under
spotlight the plight of animals
in Assam battling a deluge.

The pictures of the Royal
Bengal Tiger on the bed at a
shop at Harmoti near Bagori
range of the World Heritage
Site along NH 37 on Thursday
were widely shared on social
media after the Wildlife Trust
of India posted it on Twitter.

“The tiger has entered a
house and is relaxing on a bed.
#AssamFloods bring in unusu-
al guests!” “#JustIn our vet
@samshulwildvet is making
plans with
#AssamForestDepartment
@kaziranga_ to tranquilise the
#tiger”, the WTI said.

“Our vet @samshulwildvet
is on a mission to tranquilise
this #tiger to get him out of
bed!” the organisation, which
is cooperating with the State’s
forest department in the mas-
sive efforts to save wildlife
during the flood, tweeted.

Locals said the tiger
entered the shop of Rafikul
Islam around 7 am and was
noticed relaxing on his bed. 

Over 95 per cent of the

Park is submerged, rendering
animals shelterless and forcing
them to look for refuge in
human habitations.

KNP Bagori Range Officer
Pankaj Bora, however, said the
tiger was not being disturbed
and only its movement was
being monitored. Forest offi-
cials are waiting for the animal
to leave on its own.

As the animal refused to
leave the safe haven for sever-
al hours, foresters burst fire-
crackers, forcing it out into the
jungle. 

Several famed one-horned
rhinoceros and other animals
have reportedly died in the
floods that have engulfed vast
swathes in Assam’s 29 out of 33
districts.
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The mediation process to
amicably resolve the polit-

ically sensitive Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
land dispute at Ayodhya will
continue as the Supreme Court
on Thursday sought from the
panel concerned its “outcome”
report by August 1. 

The outcome of the media-
tion process undertaken by the
three-member panel, headed
by former apex court judge
FMI Kalifulla following the
March 8 order, would be con-
sidered by a f ive judge
Constitution bench headed by
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi
on August 2 to decide the
future course of action.

“We request the mediation

panel to inform the court the
outcome of the mediation pro-
ceedings as on July 31 by
August 1 to enable us to pro-
ceed further in the matter in
terms of the present direc-
tions,” said the bench, also
comprising Justices SA Bobde,
DY Chandrachud, Ashok
Bhushan and SA Nazeer. 

The bench, which perused
a report about the progress of
mediation process till July 18,
said that its contents will
remain confidential as per its
earlier order.

“However, taking into
account what has been brought
to our notice by the said report,
we now fix the hearing of the
cases on and from August 2.
The bench will assemble again
on the said date that is August
2 at 2.00 pm. Office to make the
cases ready for hearing,” the
bench said. 

It also took on record a
fresh application filed by the
legal heir of M Sidiq, one of the
original Muslim litigants, seek-
ing permission to point out dis-
crepancies in the translations,
if any, at the time of referring
the relevant document during
the final arguments of the mat-
ter.
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With the name of a former IAS
officer cropping up in the land

dispute that led to massacre of 11 trib-
als in Sonebhadra on Wednesday,
tension prevailed in the area as the
kin of the victims insisted on taking
the bodies to their native villages for
performing the last rites. 

Sensing trouble, the district
administration refused to give in. The
administration has arrested two
dozen persons, including Murthiya
village’s gram pradhan Yagya Dutt,
who were involved in Wednesday’s
shooting.

Sources said that an IAS officer
of Bihar, identified as Prabhat Kumar
Mishra, had managed to get 600
bighas of land in Ghorawal area of
Sonebhadra transferred in the name
of Adharsh Cooperative Society with
the help of revenue officers in 1955.
The area then came under Mirzapur
district.  The registration of the soci-
ety expired in 1978. 

Sources said that the officer later

transferred 100 bighas each to his wife
and daughter on September 6, 1989
but failed to get their names regis-
tered in tehsil records. In the mean-
time, members of Gond tribe contin-
ued to hold the land, though they
confirmed of giving some money to
Dheeraj, also from Bihar. The sources
further said that after failing to get
possession of the land, the IAS offi-
cer’s kin sold the land to gram prad-
han Yagya Dutt about two years back. 

Confirming that the name of the
former IAS officer had surfaced dur-
ing investigation DGP  OP Singh said
that if necessary, criminal proceed-
ings may be initiated against him. 

Meanwhile, Superintendent of
Police of Sonebhadra, ST Patil, con-
firmed that 24 persons were arrest-
ed and efforts were underway on to
nab the others. 

The police have arrested Yagya
Dutt and his nephews Girijesh and
Vimlesh. An FIR was lodged against
61 people, including 11 named per-
sons, on Wednesday. 

The autopsy of the victims was

conducted on Wednesday night. But
assessing law and order problem, the
administration refused to hand over
the bodies to the family members and
insisted on cremation under police
protection. 

However, the family members
staged a demonstration and demand-
ed a compensation of �25 lakh each
and 10 bighas of land. 

The Chief Minister has directed
the DGP to personally monitor the
case and ensure action against the
assailants. Besides, Commissioner
of Mirzapur Division and ADG
(Varanasi zone) have been directed to
jointly probe the cause of the clash
and fix responsibility.

Meanwhile Congress Legislature
Party leader Ajay Kumar `Lallu’ vis-
ited the victims’ families and the
injured in Sonebhadra. Attacking
the government over deteriorating
law and order condition, the CLP
leader demanded a compensation of
�50 lakh each for the families of the
deceased and threatened to take up
the issue in legislature.
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Bharatiya Janata Party’s
newly appointed presi-
dent of Uttar Pradesh

unit, Swatantra Dev Singh,
accepted that it would be a
tough task for him to meet the
standard set by his predecessors
but promised to work to ensure
that the party workers got the
reward for their hard work.

“I am lucky to get the
charge of the party at a time
when it is working like a well-
oiled machine. Party workers
know their job very well and
leaders too know what is
expected from them. My job
will be to facilitate the workers
and act as a bridge between the
government and the party,”
Singh said over telephone from
New Delhi on Thursday.

Singh met BJP working
president JP Nadda in New
Delhi on Wednesday and other
senior leaders of the party on

Thursday before returning to
Lucknow on Friday.

“I thanked Naddaji and
other senior leaders for giving
me the opportunity to lead the
party in UP. My predecessors
like Mahendra  Nath Pandey
and Keshav Prasad Maurya
have set a high standard of
work culture and matching it
will be a challenge,” Singh said.

When asked whether the
forthcoming bypolls to 12
Assembly seats would pose a
challenge for him, the new BJP
state chief said that people had
seen the opposition parties in
UP and know that they are no
match to BJP. 

“In the 2017 Assembly
polls, we did well and we repeat-
ed our performance in 2019 Lok
Sabha elections. People have
reposed faith on Modiji and
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
The BJP will not only win all 12
seats but will do well in the 2022
elections also,” he said.

Singh is considered an
organisational man and was
state general secretary for two
terms and vice-president of
the party for one term. Though
he belongs to Mirzapur but
Bundelkhand is his political
karmabhoomi.

“What goes in my favour is
that I know the party, starting
from top brass to grassroots
worker, like the back of my
hand because of my association
with the party’s youth wing and
also BJP organisation. Despite
being a minister in the Yogi

government for the last two
years and a half, I used to meet
party workers regularly because
I love to do that,” he said.

On his maiden visit to
Lucknow after becoming BJP’s
UP chief, Singh would be
accorded a rousing welcome on
Friday. He will be welcomed at
BJP state headquarters by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Deputy Chief Ministers Keshav
Prasad Maurya and Dinesh
Sharma and outgoing state
chief Mahendra Nath Pandey
and other senior leaders and
workers.

BJP state general secretary
Vidyasagar Sonkar said that
around two dozen welcome
gates will be erected between
Chaudhary Charan Singh
Airport and Amausi and BJP
state headquarters.

Sonkar said Singh’s motor-
cade would stop at a dozen
places where local leaders
would greet him.
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Even as sleuths of Special Task Force
and Sambhal police are still groping

in the dark to know the whereabouts of
criminals who killed two constables
before escaping from a police van on
Wednesday, unknown miscreants
snatched the service pistol of a
Government Railway Police personnel
in Unnao on Thursday. 

As per reports, GRP constable
Manoj Kumar was one of the escort
team on board 12184 Pratapgarh-
Bhopal express train. As the train
neared Magarwara railway station in
Unnao on the Lucknow-Kanpur sec-
tion in the wee hours of Thursday, a
miscreant snatched his pistol and
jumped off the running train.  A case
was registered at Unnao railway station
and the GRP constable was suspend-
ed.

Meanwhile, the state government
announced a reward of �2.5 lakh each
on three criminals — Shakil, Kamal
and Dharampal — who absconded
after killing two constables in Sambhal
on Wednesday. 

The government also sent IG (STF)
Amitabh Yash to Sambhal to lead the
operation to nab the assailants.

IG (Moradabad Range) Ramit
Sharma told reporters that the three
criminals were prepared for the escape
as they were equipped with country-
made pistols and chilly powders. 

“The criminals were sitting near
the gate of the van. They first threw
chilly powder on constable Harendra
and Brajpal and later gunned them
down,” he said. 

While the three criminals fled
breaking the channel gate of the van,
21 other prisoners in the police vehi-
cle did not come out of the bus.
Before fleeing, the criminals also took

away the rifles of the constables.
The IG said that the 24 prisoners

were produced at Chandausi court and
were been taken back to Moradabad
jail when the incident occurred at
Bajiyather around 4 pm on Wednesday. 

The prisoners were being escorted
by a sub-inspector and two constables. 

“We are investigating how these
criminals got hold of country-made
pistols and chilly powder,” the IG said.

Meanwhile, senior police officers
attended the funeral of the two martyred
constables. 

A compensation of �50 lakh each
to the families of both constables along
with a government job to the kin and
extraordinary pension to the family was
announced by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday.  

Meanwhile, in Ghaziabad, a gang-
ster wanted in over two dozen cases of
loot and murder was killed in an
encounter with Ghaziabad police and
Special Task Force in Sahibabad area
early Thursday morning. 

Two personnel of Special Task
Force were also injured in the gun bat-
tle around 1 am and were rushed to a
nearby hospital.

The slain criminal, Meherbaan,
was carrying a reward of Rs 1 lakh on
his arrest and was wanted in the sen-
sational �65-lakh loot from a compa-
ny in Greater Noida’s Jarcha area on
May 27.

“Meherbaan and his two aides
were in a car and were intercepted by
a joint team of police and Special Task
Force for checking when they opened
fire, injuring a head constable and a
constable of the STF’s Noida unit. In the
retaliatory firing, Meherbaan was also
wounded. 

The injured were taken to a hospi-
tal where Meherbaan was pronounced
dead by doctors.
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Bahujan Samaj Party presi-
dent Mayawati hit back at

the Narendra Modi govern-
ment over attachment of bena-
mi property worth �400 crore
of her close relatives by the
Income Tax Department in
Noida. In a tweet on Thursday
night, Mayawati  said the
Bharatiya Janata Party was
misusing power and implicat-
ing opposition leaders in false
cases. 

“My brothers and sisters
are being harassed and impli-
cated which is condemable,”
she said while stressing that
such “illegal” act of the govern-
ment would neither have any
impact on the BSP nor would
it scare the party.
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Congress general secretary,
in-charge Uttar Pradesh,

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, has
written a letter to the UP gov-
ernment, asking it to cut down
her security during her visit to
the state. In the letter sent to
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Wednesday, Priyanka, while
thanking the UP Police for
security cover provided to her,
said she did not want the pub-
lic to face any inconvenience
due to the security arrange-
ments for her.

Pointing that that during
her last visit to Rae Bareli with
her mother Sonia Gandhi, UP
Police had attached 22 securi-
ty vehicles to her cavalcade and
also stopped traffic movements
to facilitate smooth flow of her
vehicle. She said such arrange-
ments were not necessary par-
ticularly as they caused incon-
venience to the public.

Priyanka pointed out that
during her visits in national
capital or other states, only one
security vehicle was provided to
her and she believed it was suf-
ficient.
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Muzaffarnagar: An 18-

year-old youth was beaten to
death in Muzaffarnagar district,
allegedly by a local strongman
and his aide. Circle Officer
Dhananjay Singh said on
Thursday that Chetan Sharma
was allegedly killed by Bharat
Gujjar and one Abhishek over
some old enmity in Godhna vil-
lage under Purkazi police station
on Wednesday evening. A mur-
der case has been registered
against the duo who are on the
run. Police said the motive
behind the killing was yet to be
ascertained. The locals staged a
protest, demanding immediate
arrest of those behind the mur-
der. Security has been tightened
in the village and additional
forces have been deployed. 
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Jaunpur: A 16-year-old girl
was killed and six people,
including a teacher, were injured
on Thursday when a peepal tree
fell on them at Inter College in
Nevadhia. in the morning when
students had gathered outside in
the open. The tree fell on a
teacher and six children, includ-
ing four girls. They were rushed
to a hospital, where Shweta
Patel succumbed to her injuries. 

!��"��!
Bahraich: Two children

drowned while taking bath in a
pit full of water in Bahraich dis-
trict. Saddam (8), Raju (9) and
Tabrej (10)  were badhing in the
pit and slipped into deep water
at Chaitupurwa village in
Dargah Sharif area. While
Tabrez and Saddam drowned,
Raju swam to safety. 
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The inaugural sitting of the
monsoon session of UP
Legislative Council was

lost in din as Samajwadi Party
members stalled proceedings of
the House over deteriorating
law and order in the state and
other issues, forcing its
adjournment  on Thursday. 

The SP legislators in
Assembly also staged a dharna
over similar issues, including
registration of cases against
senior party leader and MP
Mohammad Azam Khan.

Slamming the Bharatiya
Janata Party government over
poor law and order situation in
the state, the SP members
forced the adjournment of the
Legislative Council without
letting it transact any business. 

As soon as the House met
for the day on Thursday, the SP
members squatted in the Well
of the House and raised anti-
government slogans. 

The SP members donning
red Gandhi cap  raised slogans
over the killing of 11 tribals in
Sonebhadra, atrocities on party
MP Azam Khan, slaying of two
constables in Sambhal and
mob lynching. Bahujan Samaj
Party and Congress members
also stood at their respective
seats and kept raising anti-gov-
ernment slogans.

Due to the ruckus, the
Legislative Council was
adjourned for half an hour
without taking up the questions
listed for the day. 

When the House reassem-
bled, SP members again

trooped into the Well of the
House and began raising slo-
gans against the BJP govern-
ment, accusing it of failure on
the law and order front. 

With BSP and Congress
members too raising slogans
from their seats, Chairman
Ramesh Yadav adjourned the
House for the day. 

Earlier, the House paid
tributes to six former members
who died in the inter-session
period — Devi Dayal Shastri,
Tanveer Haidar Usmani,
Madhuban Singh, Anwar
Ahmad, Harprasad Tiwari and

Dr YD Singh. In between, a SP
MLC from Bahraich, Haji
Imlaq Khan, fell ill in the
chamber of the leader of oppo-
sition and was treated by doc-
tors for rising blood sugar and
blood pressure.

Earlier, SP legislators held
a protest near the statue of
Chaudhury Charan Singh on
the Vidhan Bhawan premises
over deteriorating law and
order in the state. 

Speaking to reporters, SP
state chief Naresh Uttam said,
“The law and order machinery
in the state has come to a grind-

ing halt and false cases are
being registered against SP
workers and leaders.”

He alleged that almost
three dozen fake cases had
been registered against senior
SP leader Azam Khan. “We will
raise these issues in the House
and protest against the repres-
sive policies of this govern-
ment,” Uttam said.

Assembly pays tributes to
JP Garg, adjourns: On the first
day of the monsoon session of
Uttar Pradesh Assembly on
Thursday, the House was
adjourned after paying tributes

to Bharatiya Janata Party legis-
lator from Agra (North), Jagan
Prasad Garg, who died in April
this year. As the House assem-
bled at 11 am, Speaker Hriday
Narayan Dikshit informed the
members about obituary refer-
ence on the death of the sitting
member of the House.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Leader of opposi-
tion and Samajwadi Party
member Ram Govind
Chaudhary, Bahujan Samaj
Party leader Lalji Verma,
Congress member Aradhana
Mishra, Apna Dal leader, and
Suheldeo Bhartiya Samaj Party
leader Om Prakash Rajbhar
expressed condolences.

“Garg was a dedicated
worker who left his imprints in
all walks of life. He worked for
the uplift of the poor and also
worked in social and religious
fields. With his death, the BJP
has lost a dedicated worker
who always talked about wel-
fare of the people,” the Chief
Minister said. 

Later, the Speaker
expressed condolence and the
House observed a two-minute
silence before it was adjourned
for the day.

Garg, a four time legislator,
died on April 10, 2019. He rep-
resented Agra (North)
Assembly constituency in the
Assembly.

Before the start of the ses-
sion, SP members held a protest
near the statue of Chaudhary
Charan Singh on the Vidhan
Bhawan premises over deteri-
orating law and order in the
state.
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Aconstable was accused of
framing the minor son of his

neighbour in a case of sodomy
in connivance with Madiaon
police who sent the minor boy
to juvenile home for the offence.
After his release from the juve-
nile home, the boy’s family
reached the camp office of the
SSP and sought justice, saying he
was framed and sent to jail for no
fault of his.

“The charge of sodomy has
not been established in medical
test. We kept requesting the
police to set him free but the
SHO was unmoved. Now, the
constable is threatening to kid-
nap the girls in our family,” the
father of accused said. He said his
son had a verbal spat with the
constable’s son, also a minor.
“The brawl escalated to such an

extent that the constable stormed
at our house and threatened us.
When we did not pay attention
to his threats, he lodged a com-
plaint of sodomy against my son
at the Madiaon police station.
The Madiaon police did not
work on the case but arrested my
son and sent him to jail,” he juve-
nile home from where he was
released on July 16. “He had
stopped eating is repeatedly ask-
ing us as to why he was sent to
jail. He has refused to go to
school saying his classmates
would scoff at him,” his father
said. Earlier, the minor boy,
along with his father, reached the
SSP camp office. As SSP
Kalanidhi Naithani was not in his
office, mediapersons talked to his
father. The news then came to
light and went viral on social
media groups. The police
spokesman said the minor’s

father got an audience from the
SSP. “The SSP has assigned the
probe to a CO-level officer. A
detailed report of the investiga-
tion on which basis the Madiaon
police filed the chargesheet has
been sought from investigating
officer Zafar Mehndi,” he said.

The incident came as an eye-
opener for the Lucknow police.
“The SHOs and COs are not
attending the complaints at their
offices. They even are not avail-
able to the public despite strict
orders from the government to
address public complaints in no
uncertain terms. This is the rea-
son why the complainants are
petitioning their cases to the SSP
or other senior officials in
Lucknow,” sources said. They
said the father kept contacting
other officials to get justice but
to no avail, and then reached the
SSP camp office.
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Pilloried by mediapersons
for propagating a theory

that Midland Hospital manag-
er Vishwajeet Singh Pundeer
had died after he accidentally
fell on a pointed grill fencing,
the Gomti Nagar police
obtained the call detail records
of the deceased’s phone and
said they suspected the role of
some acquaintance in the mur-
der case.

Vishwajeet was fatally
attacked at his house Gomti
Nagar on the intervening night
of Tuesday and Wednesday
and was declared brought dead
due to excessive bleeding at a
hospital where he was taken by
his brother and other family
members. Immediately after
reaching the spot, the Gomti
Nagar police had claimed that
it was an accidental death as
Vishwajeet fell on the pointed
grill fencing around his house.

Police spokesman AK
Dwivedi said that the teams of
surveillance cell and crime
branch were working on the
case. “The Gomti Nagar SHO
has been tasked with examin-
ing the call detail records of the
victim’s mobile phone,” he said.

The spokesman said  that
mobile phones of several per-
sons, including family mem-
bers, were under the scanner as
the police were verifying their
claims with the location of
their contact numbers.

Sources in police depart-
ment said the teams were
working to find out as to
whether Vishwajeet fell down
over the pointed iron grill
(fencing) and died of excessive
bleeding or someone attacked
him in his room on the second
floor and he later reached his
mother’s room on the first
floor to seek her help.

“The police are also exam-
ining as to why the control
room was given a message that
Vishwajeet had sustained
injuries in firing,” the sources
said. They added that the
police were tracing the woman
whose hair strands were recov-
ered from Vishwajeet’s room.

“The police may collect
samples of the hair strands and
send the same for forensic
tests, if need be,” they said.

In such a high-profile mur-
der incident, the probe has
been found to be shoddy. “The
police claimed that Vishwajeet
died after he fell over pointed
grills which punctured his
heart and stomach. However,
no blood stains were found on

the fencing,” the sources said.
They said the TV in the

room was switched on, indicat-
ing that Vishwajeet was not
sleeping when attacked. “The
police are also trying to find
out whether Vishwajeet told
his mother about the
attacker(s) to before he fell
unconscious,” the sources said.

They added that the police
were also trying to unravel the
mystery behind the delayed
information they received. The
attack took place between
12.30 am and 1 am but the
police were informed at
around 4.15 am on Wednesday.

Vishwajeet of Vishwas

Khand 3 (house number
3/127) was the manager of
Midland Hospital in
Mahanagar. He had returned
home around 9.30 pm on
Tuesday and went into his
room on the second floor.
Around 1 am on Wednesday,
he came downstairs and
knocked the doors of his
mother’s room. He was wear-
ing only a towel. Later, he was
made to wear a t-shirt and a
pair of trousers by his mother.
The police had recovered four
beer cans, cigarette packets
from the room and a used cig-
arette filled with ganja from the
bathroom.
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Aday after the incident in
which a class IV student,

identified as Navneet
Kushwaha of Maharshi Nagar
on IIM Road in Madiaon, was
reported missing from his
school and later recovered
from Charbagh railway station
on Wednesday night, the
Jankipuram police on
Thursday arrested the school
bus driver and conductor for
negligence.

The driver was identified
as Neeraj Mishra and conduc-
tor as Narendra Pratap Singh.
Police said both had scolded
Navneet after he broke the
window panes of the bus.

“In fear, Navneet fled the
school, leaving his bag at the
gate. However, neither the dri-
ver not the conductor made
any efforts to search for the
child, who strayed his way and
reached Charbagh railway sta-
tion. He was seen strolling in
the circulating area and was
later recovered by a police
team,” the police said.

On Wednesday afternoon,

the boy had thrown a stone at
the window panes of the bus
for which Narendra Pal had
scolded him and Neeraj
charged at him.

Narendra later called
Navneet’s parents to inform
him that the child had broken
a window pane of the bus after
which he got scared and fled
the scene. Angry over the inci-
dent, Navneet’s family mem-
bers and neighbours created a
ruckus outside the school
demanding action against the
bus driver and conductor.

Meanwhile, the location of
class VII girl student Pankshi
Vishwakarma of Adil Nagar
locality in Gudamba, who was
reported missing after she left
for her school on Wednesday
morning, is yet to be traced.
The police failed to get any clue
about her location. Her fami-
ly suspected foul play and
alleged that the police were not
taking the case seriously.

It had surfaced during
investigation that the girl’s dis-
appearance came to the light
after her parents were
informed through an SMS
about her playing truant. They
reached the school and were
told that she did not reach the
school on Wednesday morn-
ing. Her parents searched for
her at all possible places, but in
vain. They later lodged a case.
The police ruled out kidnap-
ping, saying the family did not
get any ransom call. In the
footages of CCTV cameras,
installed in the area, the girl
was seen going towards her
school. However, she disap-
peared after she reached the
turn of the lane leading to her
school.
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Asub-inspector thrashed a
60-year-old autorickshaw

driver and forced him to touch
his feet in full public view
near Sarrafa police outpost in
Krishna Nagar on Thursday
evening. The cops present at
the police outpost looked the
other way as the sub-inspector
displayed his highhandedness.

The accused belongs to
police station of some district
other than Lucknow and his
identity is being verified. 

As per reports, autorick-
shaw driver Chandra Prakash

of LDA Colony in Krishna
Nagar took the vehicle to left
when asked by some passenger
to stop at Sarrafa police out-
post. However, the autorick-
shaw brushed past the motor-
cycle of the sub-inspector in
question. The cop flew in rage
and got the auto stopped
forcibly. “The S-I caught the
elderly driver by his hair and
pulled him out before slapping,
punching and kicking him in
full public view. Not only this,
he howled at us when we
assembled at the scene. The S-
I asked the auto driver to apol-
ogise by touching his feet. The

hapless driver had to do as
directed in fear,” eyewitnesses
said. They said the driver was
gasping for breath and he later
fell down. “The S-I fled the
scene soon after,” the eyewit-
nesses said. They said they
helped the elderly driver by giv-
ing him an inhaler and later
rushed him to Lok Bandhu
Hospital. “The victim is a
patient of asthma and he suf-
fered a bout after being
thrashed by the S-I. He is now
out of danger now and the
police are ascertaining the
identity of the cop in question,”
the police spokesman said.  
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An Aadhaar card showing
national level wrestler

Resham Singh as husband of
BJP media incharge
Rukhsana Naqvi, in whose
house he was found hanging
on July 13, put the Lucknow
police in a bind on Thursday
as they kept avoiding media
queries. However, in a bid to
put up a brave front, the
police came out with details
of the investigation in the
evening.

“We have not ascertained
the veracity of the Aadhaar
card that has gone viral on
social media. Rukhsana has
denied anything of this sort.
We are examining the
Aadhaar card. The family of
Resham Singh has not lodged
any complaint in this regard,”
ASP (West) Vikas Tripathi
said. Circle officer, Chowk,
Durga Prasad Shukla said
Rukhsana and Resham’s
friend Waris had been asked
to reach the police station to
get their statement recorded.
“We will  also quiz Rukhsana
about the Aadhaar card,”
Shukla said. 

Police spokesman AK
Dwivedi said some photos in
which Resham was seen
accompanying Rukhsana had
also gone viral on social
media. On Tuesday, kin of
Resham Singh had demand-
ed a CBI probe into the case
suspecting apprehending

police shoddy probe in the
case. They had alleged that
the police were trying to
cover up the case to save the
skin of those behind Resham
Singh’s mysterious death.

A native of Hardoi,
Resham had come in contact
with Rukhsana, who is the
media incharge of Bharatiya
Janata Party (Awadh region)
some time back. He was a
gold medalist and had also
been honoured by the state
government. Resham was
later roped in the BJP team
carrying out membership
drive in Awadh region of
Lucknow.

On July 13, he and Waris
had visited Rukhsana’s house
and was later found hanging
from the ceiling in a room
there. On information, a
police team led by SHO,
Thakurganj Neraj Ojha had
examined the scene. Later,
sub-inspector Vinay Mishra
was assigned the task to probe
the case.
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Lucknow Development
Authority (LDA) on Thursday

resolved to charge money from res-
idents to make its properties (both
residential and commercial) neat
and clean and maintain hygienic
conditions. It will be known as user
charge. The decision was taken as
the development authority was
said to be unable to bear the heavy
expenditure incurred in removing
garbage and routine cleaning of its
localities. 

The LDA administration will
charge the money at Rs 3.30 per
metre per month for residential
accommodation and Rs 6.50 per
metre for the commercial estate,
which means charges will range

between Rs 300 to Rs 5,000.  Fifty
per cent concession will be given
to those living in the houses
meant for Economic ally Weaker
Section (EWS) and Lower Income
Group (LIG). Besides, the devel-
opment authority will use the
money to purchase the latest
equipment for effective cleaning.
LDA secretary MP Singh said the
expenditure was so much that it
compelled them to think about
charging money for garbage col-
lection and removal. He added that
more concession would be given
to the under privileged living in
the housing scheme.

The development authority
spent Rs 4 crore per month on
cleaning and garbage removal in
Gomti Nagar and Gomti Nagar

Extension. The tenders will be
floated by next week to award the
contract to private partners but
preference will be given to organ-
isations or social groups involved
in the ‘Swachh Bharat’ campaign.
The LDA secretary said credentials
of the private partners would be
scrutinised before awarding the
contract. “It is not possible for the
LDA administration alone to take
up this exercise as it is a gigantic
task and we also lack infrastruc-
ture. This system will come into
existence by September this year,”
he added. Singh said the door-to-
door garbage collection would
also be functional by the same
time. Social organisations or
groups will be given the task to col-
lect garbage from the houses.
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U.P. RAJYA VIDYUT
UTPADAN NIGAM
LIMITED- OBRA
THERMAL POWER
STATION, OBRA-

SONEBHADRA "TIME EXTEN-
SION" (ID:2019_RVUNL
_347439_1) This office tender
no. T-09/OMMC-I/BMD-II/BTPS/
2019-20 for the "Work of
Breakdown Maintenance
works of Bowl Mill and asso-
ciated system of Unit No. 09,
10,11 & 12 of  5X200MW BTPS
Obra" is hereby extended as
below:- Last Date and Time for
Submission of E-Bids (Technical
and Financial) at E-procure-
ment website: http://
etender.up.nic.in : 01.08.2019 up
to 18:00 hrs. Last Date and Time
for Submission of Hardcopy
along with scanned copy of
UTR slip Tender Fee and
Earnest Money : 02.08.2019 up
to 17:00 hrs.  Date and Time of
Opening of E-Bids (part-I):
06.08.2019 after 18:00 hrs.  All
other terms & conditions of the
tender shall remain unchanged.
SUPERINTENDING ENGI-
NEER-I O&MMC-I, BTPS,
OBRA No. 159 Date 18.07.2019
SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTREST OF NATION 

U.P. Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Ltd,
Obra Tharmal Power
Station, OBRA-

S o n e b h a d r a , - 2 3 1 2 1 9
Corrigendum TENDER NO. T-
02/SE-HQ/OTPS/FF&SD/2019-
20 TENDER ID : 2019_
RVUNL_348809_1The opening
date of Part-I (Technical Bid) of
Online e-bid Tender No. T-
02/SE-HQ/OTPS/ FF/&SD/2019-
20  for the Works of "annual
breakdown Maintenance of
Mulsifire  system of Thermal
Power Station, Obra" is here-
by extended due to unavailabil-
ity sufficient no. of bidders on
due date and shall be opened on
website: http://etender.
up.nic.in as stated below : 1.
Online Submission End date
& time of e-Bid : 29.07.2019 at
18:00 Hrs. 2.  Last  Submission
date & time of Hardcopy, EMB,
Tender Cost & Annex. :
30.07.2019 at 17:00 Hrs.  3.
Online opening date & time of
Part-I (Technical Bid) :
31.07.2019 at 18:00 Hrs. All
other terms & conditions will
remain same. Information or
corrigendum if any shall be
uploaded only on the above
website. Bidders are advised to
visit the website on regular
basis in order to keep them-
selves update. Superintending
Engineer- HQ No. 155 Date
18.07.2019 SAVE ELECTRICI-
TY IN THE INTREST OF
NATION 
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The National Health Mission is carrying out an  aware-

ness campaign on teen pregnancy and child marriage in 57
districts of the state with the theme ‘Right age of marriage’.
A senior official from NHM said under Rashtriya Kishore
Swasthya Karyakram (RKSK), they carry out various cam-
paigns and the month of July touches upon the issue of child
marriage. “Marrying boys and girls below the right age of
marriage can lead to cases of teenage pregnancy and mater-
nal mortality in the state. Nearly 21.2 per cent women of
the state in the age group of 20-24 years get married before
the age of 18 years, as per the fourth round of National Family
Health Survey (NFHS-4). To increase awareness against such
practices, NHM is carrying out this campaign,” he said. This
comes in the backdrop of the conference which was  held
in KGMU in July first week. Health and Family Welfare
Minister Sidharth Nath Singh had spoken about the need
to launch a ‘jan andolan’ in the state to check child mar-
riage. It had also emerged in the conference that Uttar
Pradesh can achieve massive economic growth if it is able
to effectively deal with the issues of child marriage, teen preg-
nancy and early motherhood.
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The Tourism department is organising a three-day

Mango Food Fest, which will kick off on Friday. DG,
Tourism, Awanish Awasthi told mediapersons on Thursday
said that the fest would showcase some of the most inter-
esting cuisine stalls. It will be inaugurated by Deputy CM
Dinesh Sharma. “Under Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
directions, we will also be opening an outlet in UP Bhawan
in Delhi to showcase the cuisine of Uttar Pradesh,”
Awasthi said. 

���	� /�*395

Managing director of
Uttar Pradesh State

Road Transport Corporation
Raj Shekhar inspected the
Central Control and
Command Centre and
helpline of the UPSRTC in
Lucknow on Thursday. He
found that more than 2000
vehicle tracking systems
were not functional for var-
ious reasons and that there
were long-pending com-
plaints. He gave an adverse
entries to ten officers for
that.

Shekhar directed all the
regional managers and assis-
tant regional managers to
examine the situation and
get the non-functional vehi-
cle tracking systems rectified
within a week.

He said that as on date,
as per the data of the firm
managing the control room,
the total number of vehicle
tracking systems is 9,060. 

In this control room,

more than 9060 vehicles are
monitored through the
tracking system. The real
geographical location and
movement of the vehicles,
including the speed, can be
monitored effectively.

The toll-free UPSRTC
helpline (1800-180-2877)
gets around 1,500 calls per
day. However, the disposal of
complaints with satisfaction
is around 70 per cent.

The UPSRTC MD asked
the incharge to increase the
number of staff members &
computers and strengthen
the infrastructure to handle
and resolve 100 per cent
complaints by August-end .

He also interacted with
the officers and staff of the
call centre and sought infor-
mation about full function-
ing of the system. Taking a
serious note of the long-
pending complaints and
non-performance of the offi-
cers concerned, the MD
issued adverse entries to 10
officers.
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Kerala, better known as the
God’s own country, has

recovered from its trauma post
the floods and is all set to
become the favourite destina-
tion that it was with both with
the international and national
tourists. At an event organised
in Lucknow by Kerala Tourism,
tourism information officer of
Kerala VM Saleem said the
total number of tourists received
from Uttar Pradesh last year was
1.2 lakh. The programme wit-
nessed the traditional cultural
dances, including ‘Kathakali’
and ‘Mohaniattam’. 

Among the attractions
which the state is showcasing
this year is the Champions Boat
League (CBL) in the stunning
backwaters. “The CBL, to be
held in early August, will go on
till November. Conceived in
the IPL format, it is going to be
the main driver of monsoon
tourism this year. Every week-
end, any tourist who comes to
Kerala will be able to witness
one boat race. The event will
end with the President’s Trophy
Boat Race in Kollam on
November 1, holding 12 races
during the intervening week-
ends. It will make for a world-
class experience for the tourists,”

he said. He insisted that they had
recovered from the devastating
floods in the first quarter of
January earlier this year and
their domestic tourists had gone
up by eight per cent.
“Backwaters remain the main
attraction and one can take a
cruise for Rs 50 and also for Rs
1,500,” he said.

He added that there was an
array of new and exciting prod-
ucts and experiences tailor-
made for the domestic traveller,
and would also make the state
a 365-day destination.

“A special attraction is the
Jatayu Earth Centre, which
houses the giant statue of Jatayu.
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New Parents’ Day, organised by City Montessori School,

Asharfabad campus, concluded on Thursday. CMS founder
Jagdish Gandhi said that families should start giving a
favourable world to the children from early childhood. The
students presented educational-cultural items on the occasion.
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The students of City Montessori School, Station Road

campus, won 12 gold medals in the Council of Indian School
Certificate Examinations (CISCE) Boxing Competition. The
medallists include Naman Jha, Unnat Bhatt, Shashank Singh,
Arnist, Tanish Verma, Ashutosh Kumar, Altamas Ahmad,
Sudhanshu Shukla, Mohd Abbas, Danish Ahmad, Saniya
Niyaz and Fareha.
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The ‘Investiture Ceremony’ of St Joseph School for the

session 2019-2020 was held on Thursday. Newly-elected stu-
dents were given away titles by managing director Anil
Agarwal. Shambhavi Mishra was elected the head girl while
Shahbaz Khan the head boy.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party’s
much-hyped membership

drive became the butt of joke
when party legislator from
Chandauli, Sushil Kumar,
enrolled several students of a
state-run school as members of
the party and welcomed them by
giving away ‘angavastram’. 

The issue came to light after
a video of the enrolment of these
new members went viral.

As per reports, BJP legislator
Sushil Singh, who is nephew of

don-turned-politician Brijesh
Singh, went to a high school in
Sayyadraja in Chandauli on
Wednesday and entered a room
where students of class X were
studying. “Singh not only
enrolled many students, who
were minor, as party members,
but also offered them saffron
angavastram bearing BJP elec-
tion symbol which they (stu-
dents) accepted,’’ said a school
teacher on condition of
anonymity. The teacher said the
BJP MLA also asked the students
to fill in membership forms and
read out the party pledge. Later,
the legislator addressed the stu-
dents in the class and told them
about the virtues of the BJP.

The BJP has started a mem-
bership drive, which was kicked
off by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during his one-day visit
to Varanasi on July 6. The BJP
has set a target of enrolling
around 50 lakh new party
members. The party at present
has 1.13 crore members in UP.
The membership drive will
continue till July 31.
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It is the largest functional bird
sculpture in the world. The
destination is easily accessible as
it is right at the epicentre of the
south Kerala tourist spot,” he
pointed out. Another interest-
ing destination is India’s first
biodiversity museum, which is
tucked away on the outskirts of
Thiruvananthapuram. The
museum, once a boathouse, is
now home to the state’s first-
ever Science on Sphere System. 

“The Muziris Heritage
Project, which promises to
transport history buffs into a
bygone era, is the largest her-
itage conservation project in
India. The remains of a once
thriving port frequented by
Arabs, Romans and Egyptians
as early as the first century BC
is today preserved across 25
museums,” Saleem said. 

Another offering in the
historical space is the Spice
Route Project that rekindled
the 2000-year-old ancient sea
links and shared cultural and
culinary legacies with 30 coun-
tries. Talking about connectiv-

ity, he said Kerala is the only
state which has four interna-
tional airports. 

“Home to the piquant
Moplah cuisine, land of forts
and folklores, the airport will
establish Malabar, which shares
boundaries with Coorg,
Coimbatore and Mysuru as the
new tourism gateway to South
India. It will also help the state
leverage its established destina-
tions in North Kerala like Bekal
and Wayanad while giving
thrust to lesser known destina-
tions in Kannur and
Kasaragode districts such as
Valiyaparamba backwaters,
Kuppam and Ranipuram,” he
pointed out. In a bid to make
tourism a sustainable enter-
prise, Kerala has made PEPPER
(People’s Participation for
Participatory Planning and
Empowerment through
Responsible Tourism) as the
mainstay of its new tourism pol-
icy. Its main objective is discov-
ering unexplored destinations
in a sustainable fashion with the
active involvement of the local
community.

“Kerala is also keen to fig-
ure prominently in the meet-
ings, incentives, conferences,
and exhibitions (MICE)
tourism destinations of the
country. The Tourism depart-
ment will hold the national con-
vention of MICE stakeholders
in Kochi by August in associ-
ation with Indian Convention
Promotion Bureau (ICPB), a
body formed under the
Ministry of Tourism to promote
the country as a venue for
international conferences and
exhibitions. It will put Kerala
firmly on the country’s MICE
map,” Saleem said.
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The high-level committee of
Chief Ministers (CMs) on

Transformation of Agriculture
on Thursday deliberated,
among others, the utility of the
Essential Commodity Act
(ECA), 1955.

The Centre, which is of the
view that the ECA, in its pre-
sent form, is deterring invest-
ment in agricultural marketing
as it imposes stocking limits,
saw support coming from
Opposition quarters with Chief
Minister of Madhya Pradesh
Kamal Nath favouring scrap-
ping the legislation.

Nath’s Gujarat counterpart
Vijay Rupani underlined the
need for reforms in the agri-
culture market mechanisms
and relaxing the norms in the
legislation for the benefit of
small traders and farmers. 

While Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath sent
his views in writing, Arunachal
Pradesh CM Pema Khundu
stressed on the need for doing
away with the middlemen
menace in the state where local
farm and horticulture pro-
duces are bought at throwaway
prices but sold at higher prices
outside the State.

The committee is expected
to look at a policy directive in
this regard so that investors
have enough confidence about
the provisions of the Act. 

The committee also
emphasised the need to use
appropriate technology plat-
forms such as satellites and
drones from sowing to mar-
keting and contract farming to

maximise the output and to
reach out small and marginal
farmers.

At its first meeting, organ-
ised by the Niti AAyog, the
Chief Ministers also discussed
the reforms in Agriculture
Marketing Produce
Committees (APMCs) and
contract farming and called for
radical reforms to transform
agriculture with massive
thrusts on private investments,
technological innovation and
robust marketing across the
country to boost farmers’
income. 

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
who was also the convener of
the committee, said the com-
mittee has finalised Terms of
Reference (ToR), and States
have been asked to give their
feedback by August 7. The
next meeting of the committee
will be on August 16. The
Maharashtra Chief Minister
further added the terms of
reference also include making
sure that more farmers in the
States get institutional loans.  

Agriculture being the State
subject, the committee has

deliberated upon ways to
incentivise States to fully imple-
ment the major reforms in
agriculture introduced in the
past including some key legis-
lations to attract private invest-
ments in the sector at its first
meeting.  

According to Fadnavis, the
committee will come up with
a background paper and a
comprehensive agriculture pol-
icy to transform the sector
after taking all states on board.
“The policy will focus on ways
to enhance investment credit in
the sector,” he added.

At the meeting, Fadnavis
said though the credit disbur-
sal for the farm sector may
exceed Rs 13 lakh crore in
2019-20, the agricultural
investment credit is 
still too low.

Chief ministers of
Haryana, Arunachal Pradesh
and Gujarat, Union Minister of
Agriculture and Rural
Development Narendra Singh
Tomar, Niti Aayog member
Ramesh Chand and Niti Aayog
Chief Executive Officer
Amitabh Kant attended the
meeting.
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With the Opposition
demanding reversal of

several tax proposals in the
Union Budget, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Thursday said the propos-
als are aimed at improving the
ease of living and reducing pain
of the citizens. 

The Minister did not relax
the tax proposals with regards
to Foreign Portfolio Investors,
TDS on cash withdrawal above
Rs 1 crore from banks and hike
in customs duty on newsprint
as was being demanded by the
Opposition.

While replying to discus-
sion on the Finance Bill, 2019,
Sitharaman said Budget pro-
posals will promote Make in
India and digital payment. The
Bill was later passed by the
Lower House by voice vote.

With regard to simplifica-
tion of tax laws, the Ministry
has already set up a task force
to finalise a new Direct Tax
Code (DTC), she said. 

The Minister, however, did

not say anything on proposal to
increase customs duty to 10 per
cent on newsprint. Several
members have asked the
Government to reduce hike in
customs duty on newsprint
saying it would badly hurt the
small and medium newspapers.

Referring to imposition of
2 per cent TDS on cash with-
drawal beyond Rs 1 crore, she
said the tax could be adjusted
against the liability of the
assessees and hence there will be
no additional burden on them.

On the proposal to hike tax
liability on individuals earning
more than Rs 2 crore, she said
it will not impact FPIs provid-
ed they organised themselves as
company.

Charging that budget
deficits are underestimated and
“Fiscal honesty” is being under-
mined, the Congress on
Thursday said in the Lok Sabha
that several amendments to
laws that are not related to
finance are being proposed
through the Finance Bill and
there was no road map for
achieving the high-sounding

targets. 
Initiating the discussion

on the Finance Bill, 2019,
Leader of Congress in the Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury said there is no
roadmap for achieving the tar-
get of USD 5 trillion economy
and asserted that it was the suc-
cessive congress regimes which
built up Indian economy brick-
by-brick after it had virtually
bled under the colonial rule.
“You should not see the past as
a cancelled cheque... You
should look at from where we
started,” he said and remarked
that before Independence, the
country’s growth was less than
one per cent.

Chowdhury also attacked
BJP for making high-sounding
promises even as unemploy-
ment rate, he said was the high-
est in the country. “The coun-
try is gasping for employ-
ment... (the employment fig-
ures) are heart wrenching,”
Chowdhury said, emphasiz-
ing the need for concerted
efforts to build the economy. 

The Congress leader said

“Fiscal honesty” is being under-
mined and deficits are under-
played.

Referring to mismatch in
certain figures mentioned in
the Economic Survey and the
Budget, Chowdhury said the
sanctity of regular Budget
numbers have been called into
question. 

Before Chowdhury spoke,
NK Pemchandran (RSP) point-
ed out that the budget which is
mainly the tax statement of the
government has included sev-
eral issues not related to the
finance bill. In this respect he
quoted the rulings of previous
speakers including that of
Sumitra Mahajan.

Premachandran objected
to the Finance Bill having the
provisions to amend a number
of laws, including Benami Act,
Sebi Act and PMLA Act, and
urged Speaker Om Birla to dis-
allow it. A Finance Bill can only
have taxation proposals,
Premachandran said, soon after
the finance minister stood up
to move the bill for considera-
tion and passage. He also

accused the Government of
bypassing Parliament to avoid
discussion and scrutiny for
amending existing laws by
including them in the bill. 

Sitharaman said rules and
constitutional provisions cited
by Premchandran do not rule
out non-taxation proposals for
inclusion in the Finance Bill but
only say that it should be done
only when imperative.
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Parliament on Thursday
passed a Bill to set up an

independent and autonomous
regime for institutionalised
domestic and international arbi-
tration in India. The New Delhi
International Arbitration Centre
(NDIAC) Bill, 2019, which seeks
to replace an ordinance issued
in March this year by the pre-
vious Government, was passed
by Rajy Sabha. Lok Sabha had
passed the Bill on July 10.

The Bill provides for setting
up an independent and
autonomous regime for institu-
tionalised domestic and inter-
national arbitration and to
acquire and transfer undertak-
ings of International Centre for

Alternative Dispute Resolution
to the New Delhi International
Arbitration Centre with effect
from March 2 this year. 

The Upper House also
passed the amendment in the
Arbitration and Conciliation
(Amendment) Bill Act, 2019
that seeks to make changes in
the existing law of 1996. It will
now go to Lok Sabha. The Bill
was earlier cleared by LS in
August 2018 but could not be
passed by RS. The Bill lapsed fol-
lowing the dissolution of the
16th Lok Sabha. 

Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad moved both the Bills
including one that seeks to
make changes in the existing law
of 1996. The amendment bill
will facilitate in achieving the

goal of improving, institutional
arbitration by establishing an
independent body to lay down
standards, make arbitration
process more friendly and cost-
effective, and ensure timely dis-
posal of cases. It provides for set-
ting up of an independent body
— Arbitration Council of India
— to frame arbitral institution
and accredit arbitrators by lay-
ing down norms.

While the TMC stated a
walkout to protest the proposed
changes in arbitration laws,
terming them “draconian”, the
Congress alleged that the pro-
posed Arbitration Council
would be a “sarkari” Council and
accused the Government of
making a “brazen” attempt to
take over the process. 

New Delhi: In a setback to
socialite Sheetal Atulya
Mafatlal, the Supreme Court
dismissed her plea challenging
the Bombay High Court order
which had directed her prose-
cution for allegedly filing a false
case regarding theft of 31 paint-
ings. A Bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan and Navin Sinha was
hearing the case in which ini-
tially in 2011, Sheetal’s step
daughter had lodged a com-
plaint with the police that 48
paintings were taken away
from their home allegedly by
her step-mother.

Acting on her complaint,
the trial court had ordered reg-
istration of FIR and during the
investigation, it was found that
Sheetal had kept 31 paintings in
a flat of her friend. PTI

New Delhi: The ongoing
Session of the 17th Lok Sabha
has been the most productive
in the last 20 years, with the
lower house registering 128 per
cent productivity till Tuesday,
according to think tank PRS
Legislative Research.

Lok Sabha members dis-
cussed the General Budget for
17 hours, demands for grants
for Railways for 13 hours,
demands for grants for Road
and Transport for 7.44 hours,
Speaker Om Birla informed the
House Thursday.

He said members dis-
cussed demands for grants for
the ministries of Rural
Development and Agriculture
for 10.36 hours, and issues
related to Sports and Youth
Affairs Ministry for 4.14 hours.

PTI
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has attached assets worth

Rs 200 crore under the provisions
of Prevention of Money Laundering
Act, 2002 (PMLA) in a Ponzi
Scheme case. The attached assets
include lands, flats, factories, hotels,
amusement park, tea estate, office
spaces, shops, registered in the
name of sixteen different companies
of ponzi firm Basil International
Limited (BIL) in Assam, West
Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Tripura, Maharashtra
along with balances lying in the
bank accounts of the company.  

ED had initiated investigation
under PMLA on the basis of the
Charge-sheet filed by CBI against
BIL and others for cheating com-
mon public by propagating & sell-
ing illegal schemes and by promis-
ing huge and unsustainable returns
(Ponzi Scheme), the agency said.    

Investigation under the provi-
sions of PMLA revealed that the
funds were fraudulently collected by
selling illegal schemes through chain

of agents located in Assam, West
Bengal, Tripura, Odisha, Jharkhand
and several other states. These
schemes were sold not only in the
name of BIL, but also in the name of
many other companies like Vamshi
Chemicals Limited, Nixcil
Pharmaceuticals and Specialties Ltd.
and Basil Express Ltd. among others,
the agency said. The investigation
also revealed that the funds collect-
ed through the schemes were illegally
diverted by creating a web of shell
companies. More than 60 private and
public limited shell companies have
been identified so far in the case. 

Scrutiny of the accounts main-
tained by these companies led to trail
the proceeds of crime. 103 immov-
able properties including lands,
flats, factories, hotels, amusement
park, tea estate, office spaces, shops,
registered in the name of sixteen dif-
ferent companies. Apart from the
immovable properties, balance
amounts of Rs 1.77 crore lying in 15
accounts maintained in the name of
BIL and other associate companies
have also been attached under
PMLA, 2002, the agency added. 
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The Government has issued
notices to popular Chinese

social media apps TikTok and
Helo along with a set of 24
questions regarding the alleged
misuse of their platforms for
“anti-national activities” in
India, official sources said.

The Centre has warned
these apps that they might
face a ban if they do not sub-
mit appropriate responses by
July 22, the sources added.

The action from the
Ministry of Electronics and
IT (Meity) follows a complaint
by the RSS-affiliated Swadeshi
Jagran Manch, which had writ-
ten to the Prime Minister alleg-
ing that these platforms are
being used for anti-national
and illegal activities.

When contacted, TikTok
and Helo in a joint statement

said India is one of their
strongest markets and they
will fully collaborate with the
Government to meet their
obligations.

Meity has sought reply
from TikTok and Helo on alle-
gation that these platforms
have become “a hub of anti-
national activities”, and has
sought assurance that the data
of Indian users are not being
transferred and will not be
transferred in future “to any
other foreign Government or
any third party or private enti-
ty”, according to sources.

Meity has also sought
response on the initiatives
being taken to check fake news
and steps being taken to be
compliant under Indian laws.
The IT ministry has asked
Helo to reply on allegations that
it paid a huge sum for putting
11,000 morphed political ads
on other social media sites.

Flagging concerns around
the violation of child privacy
norms, the ministry has sought
explanation on why the mini-
mum entry age has been fixed

at 13 years since a person
below 18 is considered a child
in India.

Meity also asked TikTok
and Helo about excessive data
collected by them, number and
kind of information sought by
law enforcement agencies,
employees and offices they have
in India, details of charges and
outcome of investigation by the
UK Information Commission
against TikTok, and if minors
are prevented from watching
content with “risk warning tag”,

the sources said.
TikTok and Helo are

owned by China-based internet
firm ByteDance. In their joint
statement, TikTok and Helo
said they are grateful for the
immense support given by
India’s growing digital com-
munity. “Our continued suc-
cess in India will not be possi-
ble without the support of our
local community. We take our
responsibilities to this com-
munity seriously and welcome
this opportunity to fully col-
laborate with the Government
to meet and exceed our oblig-
ations,” the statement said.

India is one of the strongest
markets for TikTok and Helo,
it said. “In line with our com-
mitment to India, we are invest-
ing USD 1 billion dollars in
India over the next three years,
with a strategic focus on devel-
oping technology infrastruc-
ture, establishing local part-
nerships and supporting ini-
tiatives such as the Skill India
Program which we are proud to
be assisting with already,” the
statement added. 
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The Government on
Thursday admitted in the

Rajya Sabha that there has
been a data leak of unemploy-
ment figures and said efforts
were being made to ascertain
who was behind it.

Replying to queries during
Question Hour, Minister of
State for Planning and Statistics
Rao Inderjit Singh termed the
issue as “serious” and said data
pertaining to unemployment
figures was leaked ahead of its
announcement in May this year.

He also informed members
that the Government has
changed the methodology for
ascertaining unemployment
rates as a periodic survey is
now being held every year
based on quarterly data, against
the five-year surveys earlier.

“It is right that there was a
data leak. Our survey result was
to come out on May 30, 2019, but
before that the data was leaked.
We have taken this very seriously.
Maybe someone has an agenda
behind it and the data was

leaked. We are making efforts to
ascertain who was behind the
leak,” the Minister told members.

He said employment and
unemployment rate surveys
used to be held once in five
years. “This Government
deemed it fit to carry out a peri-
odic survey every year,” he
said. Singh said some changes
were also made in the method-
ology and technology was used
and that is why there is a dif-
ference in previous surveys
done by NSSO.

He said the 2.2 unemploy-
ment rate would have been
same as brought out by the
NSSO earlier if it was made out
for five years, but this has
increased both in rural and

urban areas as the methodolo-
gy has changed.

“The new model for labour
employment and unemploy-
ment is different from early
methods and you cannot com-
pare apples with oranges. 

“The new method now is a
yearly method taking into
account quarterly surveys. The
only comparability that can
happen is when the next year
data comes. At present, it was
compared to 6.1 per cent and the
yearly data cannot be compared
with the 5-year figure,” he said.

The Minister said the
Government takes unemploy-
ment very “very seriously” and
to alleviate the unemployment
scenario, the Government has

taken a number of steps.
Listing out some examples,

he said the Prime Minister’s
employment generation pro-
gramme itself has catered to
employment of 14.3 lakh till
November 30, 2018, the Deen
Dayal Gramin Kaushal Yojna
has helped 4.73 lakh people get
jobs, MNREGA over past 3.5 to
4 has helped 972.99 person
employment days.

“Taking into account the
seriousness of the matter, the
Government has set up a cabi-
net committee on employment
and skill development to ensure
that more people get jobs,” he
said. In his written reply, the
minister said, this Ministry has
launched a new regular
Employment-Unemployment
survey, namely, Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) during
2017-18 with certain changes in
survey methodology, data col-
lection mechanism and sam-
pling design vis-a-vis the earli-
er quinquennial (once in every
five years) Employment 
and Unemployment surveys 
of NSSO.

New Delhi: A day after Mumbai attacks mastermind
Hafiz Saeed was arrested by Pakistan, India Thursday
said similar “drama” has taken place at least eight times
since 2001, and the genuineness of the action will depend
on whether he is tried for his terrorist activities.

External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar said India hoped that Saeed will genuinely be
brought to justice this time. “This is not the first time
that Hafiz Saeed has been arrested or detained. This
drama has taken place at least eight times since 2001.
The question is whether this time it would be more than
a cosmetic exercise and whether Saeed will be tried and
sentenced for his terrorist activities,” he said at a week-
ly media briefing.

He said Saeed must be punished as he is a designated
terrorist, and listed by the United Nations Sanctions
Committee under the UN Security Council Resolution
1267. “Effective action mandated internationally against
Hafiz Saeed and his terrorist organisations is an oblig-
ation on part of all UN member states, including
Pakistan,” said Kumar. 

Saeed also carries a reward of USD 10 million under
US law. “Pakistan’s sincerity to take action against ter-
rorist and terror groups will be judged on the basis of
their ability to demonstrate verifiable, credible and irre-
versible actions against terrorists and to disrupt and dis-
mantle terror groups operating from their soil,” the MEA
spokesperson said. He said India has long been main-
taining that the UN Security Council provisions per-
taining to listing and proscription of known terrorist enti-
ties and individuals must be effectively and sincerely
enforced by all member states. PTI

Dhaka: In the first-ever move-
ment of its kind, a cargo ship
carrying 1,000 tonnes of stones
from Bhutan has arrived in
Bangladesh via India.

At a ceremony held at
Narayanganj on the outskirts of
Dhaka on Thursday, Indian
High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Riva Ganguly Das,
Ambassador of Bhutan to
Bangladesh Sonam T. Rabgye
along with Vice Chairman of
Bangladeshi leading business
conglomerate Bashundhara
Group Safwan Sobhan received
the first-ever consignment
through the Indo-Bangladesh
Protocol Route.

The ship, MV AAI of the
Inland Waterways Authority of
India, was digitally flagged off by
Indian Minister of State for
Shipping Mansukh Mandaviya
on July 12, said the Indian High
Commission in Dhaka in a
statement cited by Xinhua news
agency. The ship sailed from
Dhubri in Assam and travelled
to Narayanganj in Bangladesh
over the Brahmaputra River.
Dhubri was declared a port of
call in October 2018, the report
said. IANS
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday allowed
Rajeev Saxena, an approver in
a money laundering case relat-
ed to the �3,600-crore
AgustaWestland chopper scam,
to appear before a medical
board of AIIMS to get exam-
ined for blood cancer and
other ailments.

A bench of justices Ashok
Bhushan and Navin Sinha
sought the report of the med-
ical board, to be constituted by
the director of All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), within a week after
examining Saxena.

"Counsel for the respon-
dent (Rajeev Saxena) under-
takes that the respondent will
appear before the Board of
Doctors to be constituted by
the Director, All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
on August 2, 2019. Let the
report be sent to this Court
within a week thereafter," the
bench said.

It listed the matter for fur-

ther hearing on August 26,
2019.

On June 26, the apex court
had stayed a Delhi High Court
order permitting Saxena to go
abroad for treatment of blood
cancer and other ailments.

It had sought response
from Saxena on an appeal filed
by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) challenging the June 10
Delhi High Court order per-

mitting him to visit the United
Arab Emirates, the United
Kingdom and Europe from
June 25 to July 24.

Saxena, a director of
Dubai-based firms UHY
Saxena and Matrix Holdings,
was one of the accused named
in the charge sheet filed by the
ED in the AgustaWestland
scam. Later, he turned approver
in the case.
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Gandhinagar: In a major blow
to the Congress in Gujarat, for-
mer party legislators Alpesh
Thakor and Dhavalsinh Zala
joined the BJP on Thursday.

Thakor and Zala had
resigned as MLAs on July 5,
apparently after voting against
Congress candidates in the
Rajya Sabha bypolls.

A prominent OBC leader
of Gujarat, Thakor described
the BJP as a party of "disci-
plined workers" and said it was
difficult for him to work for his
community when he was in the
Congress.

"I was feeling suffocated in
the Congress as I could not
work for development of the
poor people of my communi-
ty. In that party (the Congress),
no work can be done due to
infighting and attitude of its
leaders, said Thakor.

He praised the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, who is
also the BJP chief.

The 43-year-old ex-MLA
from Radhanpur in Patan dis-

trict said the BJP is a "disci-
plined party" where the voice
of its workers is heard.

Thakor and Zala joined the
ruling party at a function held
in its headquarters here in the
presence of Gujarat BJP presi-
dent Jitu Vaghani.

Zala, a close associate of
Thakor, was the MLA from
Bayad in Sabarkantha district.
In the past, Zala had said he
was not feeling comfortable in
the Opposition party.

Thakor had joined the
Congress in 2017 just ahead of
the assembly polls that year.
The opposition party fielded
the OBC leader from
Radhanpur in the December
2017 assembly polls and he
emerged victorious from the
seat.

During the 2017 assembly
poll campaign, Thakor had
shared the dais with Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on mul-
tiple occasions. PTI
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Solapur: Some Congress and
NCP MLAs will resign and
join the BJP within a week or
10 days, the saffron party's
newly-appointed Maharashtra
unit chief Chandrakant Patil
claimed on Thursday.

The NCP was quick to hit
back at Patil over his claim,
saying he was making such a
statement to create confusion
in the opposition camp ahead
of the Assembly polls.

"There will be resigna-
tions of lot many Congress,
NCP MLAs this week," Patil
told reporters at the govern-
ment rest house here.

The BJP leader, however,
refrained from naming the
opposition legislators who are
likely to switch over to the rul-
ing party.

"The fun part of it will be
missing if I reveal the names.
The fun of life lies in the
uncertainty. So, let it remain
that way," he said cryptically.

On Wednesday also, Patil
said one should not be sur-
prised if any of the five
Maharashtra working presi-

dents of the Congress joined
the BJP in the coming days.

The Congress last
Saturday appointed Balasaheb
Thorat as its state unit presi-
dent.

It also appointed Nitin
Raut, Basawaraj M Patil,
Vishwajeet Kadam, Yashomati
Chandrakant Thakur and
Muzaffer Hussain as its work-
ing presidents for the state.

NCP chief spokesperson
Nawab Malik said Patil's com-
ments implied the ruling party
lacked enough candidates to
fight the state Assembly polls,
due in September-October,
and therefore, the attempt to
create confusion.

Malik exuded confidence
that no one from the NCP was
going to switch over to the BJP.

"They want to create con-
fusion among the opposition
rank and file. Their claims sug-
gest they do not have candi-
dates and hence, are trying to
import candidates from other
parties. No one from the NCP
is going to defect (to the BJP),"
Malik said. PTI
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Karachi-based underworld
don Dawood Ibrahim

Kaskar’s nephew Mohammed
Rizwan Iqbal Hasan Shaikh
Ibrahim (Kaskar) and two of his
accomplices have been arrested
by the Mumbai police in con-
nection with extortion-cum-
organised crime.  

Rizwan Ibrahim alias
Kaskar (30) was arrested at the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport here on
Wednesday night, while he was
trying to flee to Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
with his wife.

Based on the information
provided by Rizwan Kaskar,
the police arrested two of his
aides Ahmedraja Afroz
Wadharia (24) and Ashfak
Rafique Towelwala (34) in con-
nection with the same extor-
tion-cum-organised crime case.

All the three arrested gang-
sters were allegedly involved in
organised crime. Initial investi-
gations have revealed that the
three gangsters had handed
extortion threats to several busi-
nessmen in the city.     

The three arrested gangsters

were on Thursday produced
before a city court, which
remanded them in police cus-
tody till July 22.

Rizwan Kaskar’s arrest is a
fallout of arrest and interroga-
tion of Dawood’s  gang member
Fahim Machmach, in an extor-
tion case.

Machmach was arrested at
the city international airport
when he returned from Dubai
on July 15. “During the inter-
rogation, Machmach told us
that it was he who introduced
Ahmedraja Wadharia to Rizwan
Kaskar and also to the members
of the Chhota Shakeel gang,” a

senior police official said.
Machmach’s arrest came in

connection with a dispute
between traders dealing with
import goods. In one of the
taped telephonic concerned,
Machmach handed out a threat
to the complainant in June
2019  in an earlier case and told
the latter not to seek money
from Ashfak Towelwala.    

On Wednesday, the police
went to search Rizwan Kaskar’s
residence on Wednesday after-
noon. In an effort to avoid his
arrest, Rizwan Kaskar and his
wife attempted to fly to Dubai,
only to be arrested at the airport.
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Bengaluru: The Congress on
Thursday alleged in the
Karnataka Assembly its MLA
Shreemant Patil, who suddenly
disappeared after being with
them at a resort and went
incommunicado, had been 'kid-
napped' as part of efforts to 'top-
ple' the coalition Government.

As the assembly debated the
confidence motion moved by
Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy, senior Minister
DK Shivakumar alleged Patil
was kidnapped and admitted to
a hospital in Mumbai.

Patil's photographs emerged
showing him lying on a bed in
ahospital and undergoing ECG
related tests.

Raising the issue,
Shivakumar said "With folded
hands I am requesting the
Speaker of the house, my party
MLAs have been kidnapped.I
have got a call from the family
members. I want you to bring
them back sir. We want police
protection."  

The Congress MLAs said in
unison that the lawmakers were
living in fear and Patil was kid-
napped, kept in a room, taken by
a special flight and then admit-
ted to a hospital.

Shivakumar said they would
produce documents to show that
Patil was forcibly admitted to the
hospital to skip Assembly.

"I have documentary evi-
dence. He is being held in a hos-
pital... Patil traveled with
Lakshman Savadi (former BJP
MLA) in the flight," he alleged.

Congress state president
Dinesh Gundu Rao alleged Patil
was with him till Wednesday,
attended a meetingand was in
good health. However, sudden-
ly he disappeared from the
resort, where his party MLAs
were staying.   Rao said, "When
we tried to check where he had
gone, we could not find him.  He
was in good health but see the
drama of the BJP."   

The remark led to panda-
monium with BJP shouting him
down amid acrimonious
exchanges between the trea-

sury benches and the opposition.
Intervening, Kumaraswamy

said "In the case of Patil, you
must explain, who sent his pho-
tos on WhatsApp, who travelled
with him in the flight. The
speaker has the responsibility to
safeguard the MLAs since num-
bers matter in the vote."

C T Ravi of the BJP told the
Congress members Patil was in
their 'custody' only and they
were making the allegation
against his party as they lacked
numbers.

"They don't have the num-
bers. They are playing this
game."   

The Speaker then asked
"Should I blindfold myself and
say I have no relation with it?
Where are we heading?"   

He told the House that he
got a letter, not written on the
letterhead, purportedly by Patil
saying he had developed chest
pain and had been hospitalised.

"Evidence before me is that
it is not natural.... I am dis-
turbed," the speaker said and
directed Home Minister M B
Patil to get in touch with the
MLA's family and enquire
about his condition and report
back to him. PTI
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Thiruvananthapuram: With
the southwest monsoon set to
intensify in Kerala over the next
few days, the India
Meteorological Department has
sounded a red alert in Idukki,
Pathanamthitta and Kottayam
districts of the State.

The alarm has been sound-
ed for Idukki district from July
18 to 20, Pathanamthitta and
Kottayam districts for July 19.

The red alert has been
given from July 19 as heavy to
very heavy rainfall would occur
in Ernakulam district.

The red alert is a call to
immediately take preventive
steps to evacuate people from
vulnerable areas to shelter
camps and provide others with
emergency kits.

The districts are likely to
receive extremely heavy rainfall
upwards of 20 cm, an IMD offi-
cial told PTI.

The officials said,
Alappuzha district received
heavy rainfall on July 17 with 6
cm of rain.

Other districts are predict-
ed to get isolated heavy to very
heavy rainfall on these days,
though a red alert has not been
issued for them. PTI
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Kolkata: Ishrat Jahan, a peti-
tioner in the triple talaq case in
the Supreme Court, has filed a
police complaint alleging 
she was threatened and verbally
abused by relatives and 
community members for
attending a Hanuman Chalisa
recital in a hijab.

In her complaint at
Golabari police station in
Howrah, she accused her
brother-in-law and her land-
lord of hurling abuses and
intimidating her for taking
part in the religious function in
her residential area on Tuesday
last.

Jahan claimed she was
returning home from her son's
school on Wednesday when
hundreds of local residents in
Golabari area surrounded and
intimidated her for attending
the recital.

"We have started an
inquiry into the complaint and
necessary action will be taken,"
an officer at the Golabari police
station said.

Jahan has said her life was
in danger and sought protec-
tion from the police, the offi-
cer said.

"I wish to say that we are

living in a secular country and
it is our democratic right to
take part in any holy festival,"
she wrote in her complaint to
the police, a copy of which is
with PTI.

"I did my duty as a good
citizen of my country. I am a
secular person. However, I am
facing life threats from my

family members due to the
same," she wrote.

Jahan also claimed her
brother in-law and landlord
have threatened to throw her
out of her residence.

"My brother in-law and
landlord started threatening
me to leave my home and said
get her out of the house. They

also abused me severely and
threatened to kill me," the
complaint said.

Talking about the sordid
episode on TV channels
Thursday, Jahan defended her
participation in a community
programme of another faith in
her area, who she said also
share pleasantries on religious
occasions of the Muslim com-
munity.

"It (Hanuman Chalisa
recital) was not a party event
but a programme of a com-
munity... I do not see anything
wrong in participating in it as
people of other faiths also join
us in our religious occasions,"
she said.

She alleged the purpose
behind her harassment was to
drive her away from home
and the locality as she chal-
lenged the misuse of instant

triple talaq in the apex court.
She challenged the

"dharam ke thekedar" (self-
styled custodian of religion),
saying "why do not they come
to the help of thousands of vic-
tims of the triple talaq, fight-
ing for justice in Howrah
court?".

Mother to a 14-year-old
daughter and eight-year-old
son, Jahan is one of the five
petitioners in the case against
instant triple talaq. The prac-
tice of instant triple talaq was
struck down by the Supreme
Court on August 22, 2017.

She moved the apex court
after her husband divorced her
over the phone from Dubai by
uttering the word 'talaq' thrice
consecutively in 2014.

Jahan received support from
the Bharatiya Janata Party, which
she joined last year. PTI
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Chennai: In a major relief to
MDMK chief Vaiko, the
Madras High Court on
Thursday suspended the one-
year sentence awarded to him
by a lower court in a 2009 sedi-
tion case.

Justice PD Audikesavalu,
before whom the appeal filed
by Vaiko came up, suspended
the sentence imposed by a
special court on July 5.

Counsel for Vaiko argued
that there was no audio or
video evidence produced by the
prosecution to prove the charge
of sedition under Indian Penal
Code section 124 A and even

the witnesses produced were
only police personnel and no
public witnesses were pro-
duced.

Public prosecutor A
Natarajan submitted that Vaiko
himself has admitted to mak-
ing such speech.

Refusing to restrain Vaiko
from giving such speeches
against the sovereignty of the
State, as sought by the public
prosecutor, the court instead
asked the counsel for Vaiko to
advise his client to be respon-
sible while making public
speeches pending disposal of
the appeal.

In his petition, Vaiko said
the special court for trial of
MPs and MLAs had erred in its
interpretation of 124 A (sedi-
tion) with regard to the words
he had spoken in support of the
banned LTTE.

What he had spoken "must
be judged objectively and from
standards reasonable to strong
minded, firm and courageous
men and not those of weak and
vacillating minds," he said.

Vaiko, a Rajya Sabha mem-
ber, submitted that the trial
court erroneously rested its
conclusion based on inadmis-
sible evidence. PTI
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Siliguri (WB): The BSF has
rejected the claims of the Border
Guard Bangladesh that killing of
smugglers is on the rise along
the India-Bangladesh frontier,
saying it is "completely incor-
rect". The Border Security Force
(BSF) maintains that it fires only

when a situation turns "ugly"
and the lives of its troops are in
danger.

The BGB has accused the
BSF of killing and torturing
smugglers along the border, an
allegation rejected by the BSF. 

The BSF implemented the

non-lethal strategy along the
India-Bangladesh border in
2011 which has led to a sharp
decline in the number of smug-
glers getting killed along the
border, BSF Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) Mridul Sonowal
told PTI in Siliguri. 

The usage of pump action
gun and three types of grenades
is one of the many key steps
taken by the BSF to reduce the
death of smugglers, he said. 

Asked about the claim of
Bangladesh that the number of
killings is going up, Sonowal
termed the allegation as "com-
pletely incorrect".

"The non-lethal strategy
has been very effective along the
border. The allegations are base-
less," the DIG said.

Recently, Bangladesh Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan,
while speaking in Parliament in
Dhaka, accused the BSF of hav-
ing killed 294 civilians along the
border in the past 10 years.

The issue of smuggler
killings came up during the DG-
level talks between the two
countries. 

During the 48th bi-annual
Director General-level talks
between the BSF and the BGB

in Dhaka last month, it was
mutually decided to enhance
cooperation to better check
crime and smuggling of cattle
and narcotics across the 4,096-
km frontier.

In the meeting, the BSF and
the BGB decided to undertake
joint efforts to reduce incidents
of border killing.

Smuggling of cattle, drugs
and narcotics, leather, arms and
ammunition has been a major
challenge for the BSF and the
BGB — the border guarding
forces of the two countries.

According to the BSF, under
the non-lethal strategy, it has 12-
bore pump action gun and
three types of hand grenades —
stun, chilli and dye.

These weapons scare away
the smugglers and criminals
trying to sneak into the Indian
territory as well as those
attempting to cross over to
Bangladesh, Deputy
Commandant of the BSF
Kunwar Singh Mahto said. 

"The pump action gun is a
very effective weapon in tack-
ling the smugglers as it hardly
misses the target. The pellets hit
the target up to 24 metres,"
Mahto said. PTI
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In another 'mass migration' to
the BJP, 12 Bengali actors,

including Parno Mittra, joined
the party here on Thursday in
presence of the party's West
Bengal unit head Dilip Ghosh.

Rishi Kaushik, Kanchana

Moitra, Rupanjana Mitra and
Biswajit Ganguly are among the
film and TV stars who joined
the BJP at its headquarters
here.

Political leaders and known
personalities have flocked the
BJP before and after its Lok
Sabha victory including sitting

MPs from Trinamool ,
Samajwadi PArty and Telugu
Desam party. 

Improving from two Lok
Sabha seats, the BJP had won
18 of 42 LS seats in West
Bengal. 

Leaders from the CPI (M)
and the Congress too have

recently moved to the BJP. 
BJP has wrested number

two status in West Bengal from
the CPI (M). Leaders from CPI
(M) and the Congress too have
recently moved to the BJP. 

"It is high time something
was done to correct the socio-
political degeneration that
Bengal has suffered over the
past a few years," one of the
actors said, adding he would do
whatever his party wanted him
to do.

Another popular actor said
she was "inspired by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's
work" while a third actor quite
meaningfully said, "after the
decline of the Left Front and
decimation of Leftist culture in
Bengal it seems things can be
turned around by the BJP only
though they stand diametri-
cally opposite pole ideologi-
cally."

Welcoming the actors,
Ghosh said "the people from
various walks of life are joining
the BJP because they are
inspired by the work and lead-
ership of the Prime Minister."��$���	����$���	� *9*���

Popular leader, Salt Lake-
New Town Mayor and

Trinamool MLA Sabyasachi
on Thursday resigned from his
mayoral post roundly criticis-
ing Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee for shunning the path
of popular struggle.

Dutta, one of the many
Mukul Roy loyalists in the TMC
also joined the anti-Government
State primary teachers' move-
ment addressing a mass meeting
in Kolkata where he said "I have
always been inspired by Mamata
Banerjee's fighting ways"
reminding "she always used to
stand by the farmers and work-

ers when she was the opposition
leader." However he rued "today
things have changed and we do
not see her in that combative
role."

Dutta who for all practical
purposes resigned from his
post in the wake of an alien-
ation he suffered in the Board
with most councilors siding

with the party leadership, told
the media after his resignation
that he "could not continue in
the wake of corruption and
large-scale land grab which I
tried to stop but couldn't."

On whether he would now
join the BJP he said, "time will
only tell," but still he was a
member of the TMC.
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The Madras High Court on
Thursday dismissed a petition

filed by Nalini Sriharan, a life con-
vict in the Rajiv Gandhi assassi-
nation case, seeking a direction to
the Tamil Nadu Governor for her
premature release. A division
bench comprising Justices R
Subbaiah and C Saravanan held
that Article 361 of the
Constitution insulated the
Governor of a state from being
questioned or answerable before
any court with respect to discharge
his official duties.

Quoting Supreme Court ver-
dicts, the bench said the law
gives complete immunity and
privilege to the Governor in dis-
charge of his Constitutional oblig-
ations. Therefore, questioning the
discharge of the act of a Governor
or failure to discharge his
Constitutional obligations cannot
be subjected to judicial review
under Article 226 of the
Constitution by arraying the
Governor as a party to the writ
proceedings, the bench said.

In this case, even arguing that
the Governor did not take into

account the advice given by the
council of ministers will not be a
ground for the petitioner to
approach the court contending
that the fundamental rights guar-
anteed under the Constitution has
been infringed, it said.

"The privilege and immuni-
ty conferred on the Governor
under Art 361 is a clear bar on the
petitioner to file the present peti-
tion. The Governor cannot be
equated with the instrumentalities
under Article 12 of the
Constitution who are amenable to
the jurisdiction of this court
through writ petition," the bench
said in its order. The bench had
on July 12 reserved orders on the
petition after hearing arguments

during which the counsel for
Nalini had contended that a
direction can be given by the court
to the Governor. The state
Advocate General had countered
it saying the Governor enjoys
unqualified immunity under
Article 361(1) of the Constitution
and hence no direction can be
given to him. The matter relates
to the September 9, 2018 advice
of the council of ministers to
Governor Banwarilal Purohit to
release Nalini and six others
involved in the assassination of the
former Prime Minister.

The cabinet had adopted a
resolution to this effect and
Fisheries Minister D Jayakumar
had said the Governor had to
accept the decision by virtue of
being the executive head of the
state. Nalini had moved the High
Court, seeking a direction to the
Governor to countersign the
advice of the council of ministers.

The cabinet decided to release
the convicts -- V Sriharan alias
Murugan, T Suthanthiraraja alias
Santhan, A G Perarivalan alias
Arivu, Jayakumar, Robert Payas
and Nalini -- under Article 161 of
the Constitution. 
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to recon-

stitute a bench for hearing
cases on alleged extra-judicial
killings by the Army, the Assam
Rifles and the Manipur Police
in the insurgency-hit state. A
bench headed by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi said it will try to
reconstitute the bench as Justice
M B Lokur who was hearing
the matter has retired in
December last year. Senior
advocate Collin Gonsalves,
appearing for some of the peti-
tioners, said since the retire-
ment of Justice Lokur the mat-
ter has not been heard. He said
he had mentioned the matter
before a bench of Justice UU
Lalit who used to hear the case
along with Justice Lokur but he
was asked to mention it before
the bench of Chief Justice. "We

will try to reconstitute the
bench," the CJI-led bench said. 

The apex court had in
2017 ordered CBI probe into
the alleged 1,528 extra-judicial
killings in Manipur from 2000
to 2012 by security forces and
police. 

The bench had also pulled
up the Manipur government
for not taking action on such
alleged fake encounters by
armed forces and asked was it
"not supposed to do anything". 

On April 20, 2017, the
Army had told the apex court
that it cannot be subjected to
FIRs for carrying out anti-
militancy operations in insur-
gency-prone areas  l ike
Jammu and Kashmir and
Manipur, while alleging local
bias in judicial inquiries con-
ducted against it in these
regions have tarnished its

image.
"In every military opera-

tion, the Army cannot be dis-
believed. Every judicial inquiry
cannot be against the Army.
The alleged extra-judicial
killing cases in Manipur are not
cases of massacre, rather these
are cases of military opera-
tions," the Centre had told the
court.

The Army had told the
court that the judicial probes
conducted into alleged extra-
judicial killing charges were
"biased" and slanted against
them due to local factors.

It had alleged that the dis-
trict judges, who were locals,
had conducted the judicial
inquiries into the alleged
killings and local factors came
in the way of the probe reports
which went against the armed
forces. 
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The Punjab and Haryana
High Court Thursday

issued notices to the Jammu
and Kashmir government and
six men convicted in the case
of rape and murder of an eight-
year-old nomadic girl in
Kathua on a plea by her father
seeking enhanced punishment
for them.

The court also issued a
notice to the accused who was
acquitted in the case by a lower
court.  In the petition filed on

July 10, the girl's father had
sought enhancement of the
convicts' sentence to capital
punishment and life imprison-
ment, and also challenged the
acquittal of one accused.  "The
court Thursday issued notices
to the state of Jammu and
Kashmir and all the accused in
the matter," petitioner's coun-
sel Utsav Bains said.

The division bench of
Justices Rajiv Sharma and
Harinder Singh Sidhu fixed
August 7 as next date of hear-
ing, the counsel said. The
father had prayed that the sen-
tence of Sanji Ram, the mas-
termind of the crime, Deepak

Khajuria, a special police offi-
cer, and Parvesh Kumar should
be enhanced from life impris-
onment to capital punishment.

The petitioner had also
prayed that the sentence of spe-
cial police officer Surendra
Verma, head constable Tilak
Raj and sub-inspector Anand
Dutta be enhanced from five
years to life imprisonment.

The acquittal of Vishal
Jangotra has also been chal-
lenged by the petitioner. Last
month, a court in Pathankot
had awarded life imprison-
ment till the last breath to Sanji
Ram, Deepak Khajuria and
Parvesh Kumar.
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Home Minister Amit Shah
will head a reconstituted

group of Ministers (GoM) on
Air India disinvestment and
Road Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari has been dropped
from the panel, sources said.

The panel, which is to
work out modalities for sale of
Air India, will now have four
ministers — Shah, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
Commerce and Railway
Minister Piyush Goyal and
Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri.

When the panel, named
Air India Specific Alternative
Mechanism (AISAM), was first
constituted in June 2017, it had
five members and was headed
by the then Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley. 

The other four were the
then Civil Aviation Minister
Ashok Gajapathi Raju, Railway
Minister Suresh Prabhu, Power

and Coal Minister Piyush
Goyal and Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari.

According to the sources,
the GoM was reconstituted
after the Modi-2.0 government
came to power and Gadkari is
no longer part of the panel.

“The AISAM has been
reconstituted. It is now a four-
member panel, against five
members earlier,” a source told
PTI. In its first term, the Modi
government invited bids from
investors in 2018 to buy out the
Government’s 76 per cent stake
in Air India, along with man-
agement control. However, the
process failed as investors did
not put in their bids.  Following
that, transaction advisor EY
prepared a report citing prob-
able reasons that led to failure
of the sale process.

The reasons cited include
the government retaining 24
per cent stake and corre-
sponding rights, high debt,
volatile crude oil prices, fluc-

tuations in exchange rate,
changes in macro environment
and restriction on bidding by
individuals. The Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) has
already prepared a fresh pro-
posal for Air India sale, incor-
porating issues like crude oil
prices and exchange rate
volatility, and other issues
flagged by EY last year.

The government, the
sources said, could this time
around sell its entire 100 per
cent stake in Air India as it aims
to conclude the sale process by
December 2019.

However, a final call on the
quantum of stake to be offered
to investors and the right time
for floating the expression of
interest would be decided by
the newly constituted AISAM,
a source said. The AISAM
would be meeting soon, most
probably after the conclusion of
the ongoing Parliament session
on July 26.
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“We made it clear even at that

time that India would view very
seriously possibility that an inno-
cent Indian citizen could face death
sentence in Pakistan without due
process and in violation of basic
norms of law and justice,” the
Minister said. To ensure Jadhav’s
wellbeing and safety and to secure
his release, Jaishankar said India
approached the ICJ to seek appro-
priate relief. “The ICJ delivered its
judgment on July 17, 2019. Very
significantly, the court unanimously
found that it had jurisdiction on the
matter and by a vote of 15-1, pro-
nounced on the other key aspects
of the case. The dissenting judge
was from Pakistan,” he said.

The ICJ pronounced that
Pakistan had breached obligations
under the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations. “It did so by
not notifying India without delay
of the detention of Jadhav, thereby
depriving us of the right to render
consular assistance,” he said.

The Minister also praised
senior advocate Harish Salve, who
argued India’s case in the ICJ and
lauded Jadhav’s family’s courage in
these difficult circumstances.

Pakistan, he said, was also
found to have deprived India of the
right to communicate with Jadhav,
have access to him, visit him in
detention and arrange his legal rep-
resentation. “The court declared
that Pakistan is under an obligation
to inform Jadhav without further
delay of his rights and to provide
India consular access to him,” he
said. “It stated that appropriate
reparation in this case was for
Pakistan to provide, by means of its
own choosing, review and recon-
sideration of the conviction and
sentence of Jadhav.” He said a con-

tinued say of execution constitutes
an “indispensable condition for the
process of effective review and
reconsideration.” “Government has
made untiring efforts in seeking his
release, including through legal
means in the International Court
of Justice,” he said. “Yesterday’s
judgment is not only a vindication
for India and Shri Jadhav, but for
all those who believe in the rule of
law and the sanctity of international
treaties.” Incidentally, Jaishankar
made his debut in the Rajya Sabha
fielding queries during the
Question Hour. Deputy chairman
Harivansh later congratulated him.

Later, the External Affairs
Ministry said the verdict is a com-
plete vindication of its stand and it
is incumbent on Pakistan to imple-
ment the ruling. Stating this,
spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said
the ICJ judgment is final, binding
and without the provision of appeal.
On Pakistan’s claim of victory at
ICJ, he said Pakistan has its own
compulsions to lie to its people. On
the issue of arrest of JuD chief and
Mumbai attacks mastermind Hafiz
Saeed, Kumar questioned Pakistan’s
sincerity in containing terror.
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“If this motion is taken up, then

it will not be constitutional. It vio-
lates the constitutional provisions.
I request you to defer it. I want your
ruling on this point of order,”
Siddaramaiah told the Speaker.

The Speaker then said he
would consult the advocate gener-
al and adjourned the House for
lunch. With the Chief Minister yet
to make his speech on the motion,
the House went about discussing
the issue of the whip, amid acri-
mony between the Treasury
Benches and BJP members on the

political turmoil in the State.
Sensing an alleged attempt to

delay the vote, BJP rushed a dele-
gation to meet the Governor to
direct the Speaker to conclude the
trust vote process Thursday itself.

In his message to the Speaker,
Vala said, “The Motion of
Confidence moved by the Chief
Minister of Karnataka is in con-
sideration before the House today.
The Chief Minister is expected to
maintain the confidence of the
House at all times during his
tenure. “I, therefore, send this mes-
sage to the House to consider
completing the proceedings of the
House by the end of the day.” Vala’s
message under Article 175 of the
Constitution added that complet-
ing the proceedings by the end of
the day will uphold the highest tra-
ditions of democracy and parlia-
mentary practice. The Speaker
read out the message and said, “I
have brought it to the notice of the
House.” The House also was rocked
by trading of charges after the
Congress alleged that its MLA
Shreemant Patil, who suddenly
disappeared after being with them
at a resort and went incommuni-
cado, had been “kidnapped” as part
of efforts to “topple” the coalition
Government. The Congress MLAs
said the lawmakers were living in
fear and Patil was kidnapped, kept
in a room, taken by a special flight
and then admitted to a hospital.

Senior Minister DK
Shivakumar said they would pro-
duce documents to show that Patil
was forcibly admitted to the hos-
pital to skip assembly. The Speaker
then directed Home Minister MB
Patil to contact the family of the

MLA and report back to him.
BJP members made their dis-

pleasure known several times over
alleged delay in taking up the vot-
ing on the confidence motion,
leading to adjournment of the
House for half an hour. Congress
and BJP MLAs, who were
sequestered in resorts in the city
fearing poaching by the rival
camps, were herded together and
brought in buses just before the
Assembly began.
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Anand and his wife are the

sole beneficiaries of the funds of
the multi-layered “benami” trans-
actions that took place through
these companies, the department
alleged. The asset was created
after allegedly using the services of
Delhi-based hawala entry opera-
tors, who route illegal money for
the transactions leading to the pur-
chase of the property. Source of
funds of these companies is “fic-
titious” and by way of “unex-
plained cash credit”, the IT probe
has revealed. The anti-benami
law attracts a rigorous imprison-
ment of up to seven years and fine
up to 25 per cent of the fair mar-
ket value of the property. Under
the Act, the Department is entitled
to prosecute the beneficial owner,
the “benamidar”, the abettor and
the inducer to “benami” transac-
tions besides confiscation of the
property. Violators of the anti-
benami law are also liable to face
prosecution under the Income
Tax Act, 1961. The I-T
Department is the nodal agency
for enforcing the Benami Act.
Kumar was recently appointed by

Mayawati as National vice presi-
dent of the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP).

!���	����///
Though Rajagopal tried all the

games in his armoury to persuade
Santhakumar to leave Jyothi, the
former’s cajoling and threats did
not succeed. The restauranter
hired professional killers and they
kidnapped and murdered
Santhakumar. But the Tamil Nadu
Police cracked the case and arrest-
ed the culprits. The trial court sen-
tenced Rajagopal and others to five
years rigorous imprisonment
which was challenged by the
accused in the Madras High
Court. The MHC increased the
quantum of punishment to life
term. Though the accused
approached the Supreme Court,
Rajagopal’s luck ran out early this
year as the apex  court upheld the
MHC verdict. Rajagopal’s growth
in hotel chain business reads like
folklore. Starting as a casual
labourer, this maverick Nadar
from Tamil Nadu’s Thoothukudi
district had a meteoric rise in life.
The Saravana Bhavan Group
played a big role in popularising
Chennaites’ ‘eating out habit’. The
restaurant chain is known for the
delicious idli, dosa, sambar and
vada served by them. International
TV channels focusing on travel
and tourism had featured
Rajagopal’s restaurant chain,
spread across Asia, USA, Europe
and Australia, many times in their
prime time programmes.  But
Rajagopal’s passion for emulating
the Dravidian politicians who
considered it a matter of honour
and valour to possess multiple
wives turned out to be his 
nemesis.
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The US-China vitriol has shift-
ed back from the trade tables
to its more familiar turf of the
South China Sea, where China
has provocatively tested anti-

ship missiles from the man-made struc-
tures around the intensely contested
Spratly Islands. This area has been hotly
counter-claimed in parts by Vietnam,
Philippines and Taiwan; whereas the
Chinese have brazenly appropriated sov-
ereignty over the entire 1.3 million
square miles of the South China Sea. 

The restive waters of the region have
seen shadow-boxing of global powers
with the US attempting a “balance” with
platforms like the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue or Quad — potentially pooling
strategic concerns and resources of major
regional powers (US, Japan, India and
Australia) that cannot be coerced like
some others, who are directly affected by
the Chinese belligerence and assertions.
This latest escalation has all the hallmarks
of a typical Chinese incitement with
Beijing reneging on its earlier pledge
made by President Xi Jinping in 2015 that
it would not militarise these outposts. 

To rub its symbolism, the Chinese
publicly announced the military exercis-
es and missile-testing as an intrinsic part
of the agenda, knowing fully well the reac-
tion that it would elicit in the wary neigh-
bourhood.

The primary stake for the Chinese in
the ongoing war of attrition is to fructi-
fy its hegemonic ambitions, which, there-
fore, manifest in its trade wars with the
US; unleashing of the gargantuan infra-
structural inter-linkages via the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI); carrot and stick pol-
icy of dominating its neighbours and
indeed, keeping the kettle boiling for India
with “Doklam” or its more ambitious
“String of Pearls” approach. It either bul-
lies or buys subservience with impunity.
For example, the Philippines succumbed
to its willful subservience despite having
won the case of maritime claims against
the Chinese in the International Court of
Justice, Hague. In the melee, the chess-
board of international diplomacy is rife
with moves and counter-moves to check-
mate each other, with the brutal play of
realpolitik overruling any sense of states-
manship or morality. To cite an example,
the deliberate veto-roadblocks that Beijing
created in favour of Pakistan while delay-
ing the designation of Jaish-e-Mohammad
chief Masood Azhar as an “international
terrorist” in the United Nations.

At the heart of this patented Chinese
defiance is its famed economic juggernaut
that is fuelling its ambitions, power and
stratagem to continuously push ahead.
The Chinese “economic miracle” is pred-
icated on the free flow of materials to-
and-fro from the mainland, including the
survival-linked energy resources that

sustain its hyper factories.
This explains the Chinese
restlessness and military
build-up to keep their seaways
free from any potential block-
ade. Beyond flexing its mili-
tary muscle, China has also
invested in a mammoth base
of approximately 500 million
barrels of Strategic Petroleum
Reserves (SPR) as an emer-
gency contingency, should the
seaways ever get disrupted,
deliberately or otherwise.
While the Chinese Navy does
not possess a “Blue Water
Navy” as yet, it has worked on
the idea of “Pearl Ports” in
places beyond its arc-of-dom-
inance in the South China
Seas like Sri Lanka, the
Maldives to even Bangladesh
and Myanmar. The doomsday
scenario of a seaway “block-
ade” (even temporary) can
be fatal for the regime and it
has led the Chinese to punt
another $60 billion in the
China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) as a possi-
ble alternative.

However, amid this calcu-
lus of geo-strategic manoeu-
vres lies the most vulnerable
“choke point” from a Chinese
perspective, ie, the ultra-nar-
row and practically-unavoid-
able Malacca Straits that opens

at the lower tip of the Indian
sovereign waters, afforded by
the outpost of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, 1,200 km
away from the Indian main-
land. Just 1.5 km wide at its
narrowest point, this strait is
among the busiest sea traffic
in the world with over
1,00,000 vessels transiting a
year, positioning an invaluable
jugular grip for India. Unlike
the tensions of disputes and
the domineering reach of the
Chinese military in South
China Seas — the waters
around Malacca Straits are
undisputed and beyond the
dominance zone of the
Chinese. The Chinese are
extremely vulnerable and they
have tried “investing” in
Malaysia, taken unwarranted
interest in Coco Islands on the
northern tip of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and even
“leased” a port in Sri Lanka for
99 years. Yet, no major break-
through has been achieved by
the Chinese and the jugular of
Malacca Straits exists.

This jugular, among the
other scale strengths of India,
underlies the strategic logic of
the US “pivot” against the
Chinese. In a symbolic ode to
the Indian dimension and
inevitability, the US renamed

its unified command for the
region to “United States Indo-
Pacific Command (USIN-
DOPACOM)” to recognise
the specificity of the Indian
theatre. It is this command
which is at the forefront of
countering the Chinese
machinations and shadow-
boxing with its own counter
moves. 

So far the military moves
of the South China Sea have
not been extended to areas
proximate to the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, though
India, too, holds a defensive
Tri-Services command of its
own here. The Government is
looking into adding “firepow-
er” by way of infrastructure
and wherewithal, given the
strategic stakes and potential
levers in its vicinity. So while
the US-Chinese tensions may
not be resonating in our back-
yard just as yet, the stakehold-
ers, military commands and
concerns of the South China
Sea tensions have their con-
ceptual epicentre and jugular
in an area that is looming in
the shadows of Indian territo-
rial waters.

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands and
Puducherry)
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Sir — The Indian Railways send-
ing water wagons to Chennai res-
idents is commendable. The
Government should now exten-
sively involve citizens in the effort
to conserve water. Meticulous
planning, including initiating
steps for rainwater harvesting, will
help satisfy every citizen’s need for
water. 

Efforts to conserve water at
the micro-level and public aware-
ness programmes should increase
manifold. Rainwater harvesting
and building dams are some
options that can help conserve
water. Also, charges on water
should be increased to deter peo-
ple from wasting it. Chennai’s
acute water crisis is a wake-up 
call to all citizens to use water
judiciously. The Government
could also involve multiple agen-
cies to bring efficiency and inno-
vation in water conservation. An
effort should be made to reach
out to international water agen-
cies to understand and adopt
smarter ways to conserve water
and help citizens consume water
in a judicious manner.

Varun Dambal
Bengaluru
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Sir — It’s shocking that the clos-
ing doors of a Metro trapped a
man’s hand as he was trying to get
in, dragging him almost 60
metres along Kolkata’s Park Street
station to his death. One is forced
to ask how could the train start

if the gap between the doors was
more than the standard tolerance
limit of 15 millimetres — which
must have been the case if a per-
son’s hand was stuck between
them.

A month ago, an inherent
fault in one of the new rakes
delivered by the Integral Coach
Factory in Perambur – the very

kind which the deceased, Sajal
Kumar Kanjilal, tried to board —
developed a snag, throwing the
city’s lifeline out of gear for over
four hours.

It is intriguing that Integral
Coach Factory (ICF) rakes are
operated only in Kolkata. The
Metro authorities must ensure
that the rakes that are piled are

of the highest quality. A life has
been lost and responsibility for
it needs to be appropriated. Was
the motorman at fault or was it
a technical glitch? Either way,
Metro Railways must get to the
bottom of this and make sure
such an incident does not occur
again.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Sir — The return of the great
deluge in Assam due to floods
yet again proves the fact that the
Government has not learnt any
lessons from past devastation
and losses. It is known that
Assam is susceptible to damage
by flood waters every year. The
topography of the State is such
that it is extremely difficult to
tackle the floods. While imme-
diate measures should focus on
rescue, relief and rehabilitation,
the Government should devote
extra focus, given its scale and
recurrence.

Swapnil
Via email
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It’s being called the “new McCarthyism”.
This spike in media censorship and relent-
less demonisation of those considered to be

enemies because they hold different points of
view. It’s gone global. But first, a bit about
McCarthyism. The old one.

At the end of World War II, the then US
President Harry Truman signed an executive
order, which required all civil service employ-
ees to be screened for loyalty. The order
required that federal Government employees be
investigated whether they had had any past links
with “‘un-American” organisations and which
could undermine the loyalty of a Government
employee towards the US’ interests. Between
1949 and 1955, various committees were formed
to root out “the enemy within.”

In a 2014 essay, “Creating the Idealised
Nemesis,” author and literary critic Alexander
Chirila writes that, between 1920 and the begin-
ning of World War II, the US had largely followed
an isolationist path by refusing to play any major
role in international politics. However, after it
decided to join the war in 1941, the isolationist pol-
icy was abandoned. By the end of the war in 1945,
the US had become a major international power.
But so did its erstwhile war ally, the Soviet Union.

Chirila wrote that the shift from voluntary iso-
lationism to active international interventionism
triggered a suspicious mindset within America’s
body-politic. This resulted in certain policies and
narratives that were constructed by segregating
what was “patriotic Americanism” from what was-
n’t. So anything that allegedly wasn’t “patriotic”
became “communist” and, thus, “dangerous.”

Interestingly, though Truman’s executive
order was signed in this environment, it was also
lobbied for by those, who believed that during the
unprecedented four terms of former President FD
Roosevelt (1933-45), “communists” within the US
had already “infiltrated” the American state and
Government.

Most large businesses had explained
Roosevelt’s economic policies as being “social-
ist.” When Truman became President in 1945,
a firebrand senator from Wisconsin, Joseph
McCarthy, claimed that the federal Government
was crawling with socialists and communists,
who were working against domestic and inter-
national US interests. In 1950, McCarthy bran-
dished a list in which he claimed were names of
205 state employees who were or had been mem-
bers of communist organisations.

Committees sprang up within Government
agencies and in various private companies to iden-
tify possible communists “working to weaken
America.” The hysteria spilled over and even
Hollywood script-writers, actors and directors sus-
pected of having communist links and sympathies
were reined in. E Schrecker, in his 1998 book, Many
Are the Crimes, writes that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) doubled the number of its agents
to help the Government investigate possible “com-
munist saboteurs” in various fields.

Dozens of state workers, artists and others were
investigated and demonised. Many lost their jobs
and could not find any other means of income. The
hysteria was also used by lobbies, who were against
public health services. According to an essay in the
1994 anthology, Psychiatry in Transition, these lob-
bies claimed that forced vaccination, mental care

services and the fluoridation of water were “plans
of communist world Government.”

The hysteria began to subside after McCarthy
looked more and more like a demented, egotisti-
cal demagogue and when the Government of
Dwight Eisenhower (1952-61) realised that the
commotion was doing more damage than good to
the American image. McCarthy was increasingly
discredited by certain journalists and he died in
1957 due to alcoholism. But his name became asso-
ciated with a tendency that makes unabashed and
reckless accusations of treason and unpatriotic acts
without offering any convincing evidence. This ten-
dency became known as McCarthyism.

Till the end of the Cold War in 1989,
McCarthyism was often seen as a demagogic, right-
wing tendency, even though deadlier purges of this
nature took place in the Soviet Union, China and
in Cambodia against so-called “counter-revolution-
aries.” Recently, the social psychologist Lee Jussim
and controversial clinical psychologist Professor
Jordan Peterson have been turning the idea of
McCarthyism on its head by explaining “new
McCarthyism” as the liberal-left version of old
McCarthyism.

In an essay for Psychology Today, Jussim cites
the findings of an elaborate 2014 research, which
say that there has been “a rising tide of leftist intol-
erance” on American campuses. It has resulted in
harassment, even violence, directed at speakers from
non-left backgrounds. Speakers who present per-
spectives challenging “leftist sacred cows” such as
affirmative action, diversity programmes and
feminism have been subject to aggressive, intoler-
ant, “proto-authoritarian” tactics, according to him.

The report concluded that “students and
teachers who refuse to hear opposing viewpoints
will be less likely to learn critical thinking skills and
less able to defend their own beliefs once off-cam-
pus.” Professor Peterson blames post-modernism
for the intolerance exhibited by the liberals and new
leftists. He describes post-modernists as “cultural

Marxist conspiracy theorists”, who emerged in the
1970s after Marxism failed to win the class war. He
adds that post-modernists readjusted Marxism’s
core axiom of class struggle to other frameworks
of perceived group power struggles: Race, sex and
ethnicity among other things. 

Whereas post-modernism had already disin-
tegrated by the 1990s into meaning nothing more
than empty intellectual kitsch, Peterson says it went
on to create subjects such as sociology, anthropol-
ogy, gender and ethnic studies, which he believes
use “unscientific methods” to reach conclusions that
have more to do with peddling ideologies than intel-
ligence. He says these create “cult-like behaviour”,
which can explain the manner in which the so-
called neo-leftists have been reacting to opposing
points of view. Peterson’s own views have often been
criticised as conspiracy theories.

But in an environment where the far-right
is going mainstream in various countries, it can’t
be effectively challenged by the kind of liberal-
left Peterson is critiquing. Simply because, it
seems, more than anything else causes being
championed by the new liberal-left are a way to
just appease individual existential crises — that
old post-modernist trap.  Thus, the reactionary
behaviour and thin-skinned responses, which are
coming from a disposition of misplaced arro-
gance, self-righteousness, and an assortment of
intellectual and emotional insecurities.

The response (to the far-right) would
require a more informed (and less reactive)
retort which should involve making pragmat-
ic alliances. But such alliances cannot be made
when the new liberal-left too spirals into acts
of demonisation and reckless accusations. In
fact, Peterson believes that it is this which has
given birth to dangerous reactions in the
shape of the rise of the far-right and the discred-
iting of once-powerful ideas such as democra-
cy and socialism.

(Courtesy: The Dawn)
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So much has been said and writ-
ten about India’s “demographic
dividend” that we have collective-

ly failed to take note of a looming age-
ing crisis and its potential conse-
quences. As our largely “under 35”
population ages, the strength of what
has been touted as India’s “demograph-
ic dividend” would gradually turn into
a disadvantage over the next two
decades. According to a 2017 report
by the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA), around 12.5 per
cent of India’s population will be 60
years and older by 2030; by 2050 this
will increase to one-fifth of the pop-
ulation. With declining fertility, reduc-
tion in mortality and increasing sur-
vival at older ages, the shift in the age

structure from young to old is 
expected to be enormous over the next
few decades.

Unfortunately, there is a huge
denial of the fact that we are witness-
ing a shift towards an ageing popula-
tion. The lack of focus on this shift
implies that we are completely unpre-
pared to meet the situation with little
emphasis on improving our elderly
care structure, health structure or
building a social support system to
address this shift.

An inverted pyramid
In many parts of the world,

declining fertility, coupled with an age-
ing crisis, has turned the population
structure into an inverted pyramid. In
Norway, Finland and Iceland, birth
rates dropped to historic lows in 2017.
“Norway needs more children! I don’t
think I need to tell anyone how this
is done”, Norway’s Prime Minister was
quoted as saying earlier this year in a
cheeky yet desperate appeal that high-
lights the ageing problem in that coun-
try. In Japan, the population is expect-
ed to shrink 16 per cent by 2045 com-
pared to 2015. China, which con-
trolled its birth rates by imposing a

one-child norm for decades, is also
facing a similar crisis. 

With one of the fastest-growing
above 60 populations in the world,
India will be sailing in the same boat
in a few years from now. A top-heavy
population structure implies that a
large elderly population has to depend
upon incomes generated by a dwin-
dling younger workforce. With a
huge paucity of caregivers expected to
arise, it also implies the need for cre-
ating avenues of social and
Government support for the elderly.

Planning for the demographic

transition
At the policy level, India has

shown recognition of the looming cri-
sis. India’s National Policy on Older
Persons (NPOP) was drafted way back
in 1999, which envisaged state support
to ensure financial and food security,
health care, shelter and other needs of
older persons. The landmark
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Bill, 2007, sought
to make it a legal obligation for chil-
dren and heirs to provide maintenance
to senior citizens.

Unfortunately, there is little prepa-

ration visible on the ground. Our
healthcare system is grossly unpre-
pared. With an increasingly ageing
population, there will not just be a rise
in physical ailments but also an
increase in the incidence of mental
and neurological conditions such as
depression, dementia and Alzheimer
among other things. This will require
a significant institutional as well as
societal preparedness. Most hospitals
our country do not even have dedi-
cated geriatric wards while prepared-
ness in terms of nursing staff to care
for the elderly is also highly inade-
quate.

In terms of preventive healthcare,
we as a society are not even focussing
on measures to start educating the
people to prepare for older age by
adopting healthy lifestyles and good
dietary habits that will keep them
healthier and fitter for a longer peri-
od of time.

Ensuring dignity and comfort
for the elderly

According to estimates by the
UNFPA report, only about one-third
of the older men and women in India
receive income from employers or

social pensions. A study published in
BMC Geriatrics journal found that
about 17.93 per cent of the elderly men
and 26.21 per cent of elderly women
experience some form of disability in
three activities of daily living needed for
a better quality of life. In India, it is nor-
mative for families to take care of the
needs of older people. However, we are
increasingly witnessing the phenom-
enon of elderly parents living alone as
children have to move out, sometimes
abroad to pursue their own lives.

Institutional preparedness is need-
ed to address these issues if we want
our young citizens of today to lead dig-
nified and comfortable lives tomorrow.
Apart from developing schemes to
ensure income security for the elder-
ly and building an ecosystem of care-
givers, we also need to create mech-
anisms that can improve quality of life.
The Government must not only
launch its own preparatory mecha-
nisms but also encourage start ups to
create technologically-powered solu-
tions for the elderly.

(The writer is director and creative
strategist of an advertising and consult-
ing agency)
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Snapping its three-day ris-
ing streak, equity bench-
mark BSE Sensex slumped

318 points on Thursday as
sluggish corporate earnings
muted expectations of a swift
pick-up in economic recovery.

Lacklustre global markets
and a depreciating rupee fur-
ther sapped investor appetite,
traders said.

The 30-share Sensex, which
opened on the back foot,
remained subdued throughout
the session and finally closed at
38,897.46, down by 318.18
points or 0.81 per cent.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty cracked below the 11,600
mark, ending 90.60 points or
0.78 per cent lower at 11,596.90.

Yes Bank was the biggest
loser in the Sensex pack, tum-
bling 12.85 per cent, after the
company reported a massive
92.44 per cent slump in con-
solidated net profit for the
June quarter.

ONGC, Tata Motors,
M&M, Maruti, Vedanta, Bajaj
Auto, TCS, SBI and HCL Tech
lost up to 4.24 per cent.

On the other hand, HDFC
was the top gainer, rallying 2.26
per cent, followed by Kotak
Bank, HDFC Bank and ITC

that rose up to 0.31 per cent.
“Indian equities sold off

on disappointing earnings and
concerns over the US-China
trade war. Notably, South Korea
and Indonesia cut rates and
more rate cuts are likely coming
in India and emerging markets.

“Indian markets lost almost
a percent dragged by weak
macros globally and poor earn-
ings performance on the
ground. All sector indices
ended in the red with PSUs,
Metals and Autos being the
worst performers.

“However, foreign investors
have been heavily investing in
Indian debt markets as the
yields remain at a steep pre-
mium to those offered in devel-
oped markets. Yield hungry
foreign investors have bought
Indian debt worth almost
�6,000 crore since Budget pre-
sented earlier this month,” said
Sunil Sharma, chief invest-
ment officer, Sanctum Wealth
Management.

All sectoral indices ended
in the red, with BSE auto,
metal, energy, oil and gas,
industrials, power, consumer
durables and realty indices
cracking up to 2.65 per cent.

The broader BSE midcap
and smallcap indices plunged
up to 1.23 per cent.

FMCG major Colgate-
Palmolive India Ltd on
Thursday reported a 10.76 per
cent decline in net profit at
�169.11 crore for the June
quarter owing to lower growth
in rural markets.

In a report, data analytics
firm Nielsen said the FMCG
sector in India will face a slow-
down in 2019, impacted by a
dip in demand, particularly in
rural markets.

IT firm Mindtree had post-
ed a 41.4 per cent drop in Q1
net profit on Wednesday, while
Wipro’s profit rose 12.5 per
cent, though revenue growth
remained subdued.

On the global front, stock
markets struggled as the pro-
tracted US-China trade conflict
showed no signs of easing,
while investors digested a slew
of corporate results.

Elsewhere in Asia,
Shanghai Composite Index
ended 1.04 per cent lower,
Hang Seng fell 0.46 per cent,
Kospi 0.31 per cent and Nikkei
dropped 1.97 per cent.

Bourses in Europe were
also trading in the red in their
respective early sessions.

Meanwhile, the Indian
rupee depreciated 12 paise to
68.95 against the US dollar
(intra-day).

The global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose 0.33 per
cent to USD 63.87 per barrel.
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Asian Development Bank
(ADB) Thursday lowered

the growth forecast for India
from 7.2 to 7 per cent for the
current fiscal, due to modera-
tion in growth prospects for the
advanced economies which
could adversely affect tradable
services. ADB, however, main-
tained that India would con-
tinue to remain the fastest grow-
ing major economy ahead of
China.

Releasing its update on the
Asian Development Outlook
(ADO) 2019, it said China will
grow at 6.3 per cent in 2019, and
slip further to 6.1 per cent in 2020,
mainly on account of continuing
trade war with the US.

India’s economic growth, it
said, is expected to inch up again
to 7.2 per cent in FY2020 (2020-
21), helped by recent reforms to
improve the business climate,
strengthen banks, and relieve
agrarian distress, ADB said in the
supplement.

Notably, the 7.2 per cent eco-
nomic growth projection in April
this year was also curtailed from
ADB’s earlier projection of 7.6 per
cent for the current fiscal ending
March 2020.

Giving reasons for reducing
the growth projection, the update

said it could be owing to mod-
eration in growth in advanced
economies and due to the impact
of slowdown in growth in 2018-
19.

“The GDP growth forecast
for FY2019 (fiscal to be ending
in March 2020) is revised down
from the ADO 2019 forecast of
7.2 per cent to 7 per cent, main-
ly reflecting the unexpectedly
weak FY2018 (2018-19) out-
turn,” said the ADB supplement
to the ADO 2019.

Also, it added, “moderation
in growth prospects for the
advanced economies could
adversely affect tradable ser-
vices, this drag on growth miti-
gated by a more competitive cur-
rency and benign oil prices.”

Referring to the slowdown in
economic growth in the last
quarter of financial year 2018-19,
ADB said, the slowdown was
broad-based with private con-

sumption and investment growth
slowing down.

On the supply side, agricul-
ture and manufacturing grew
more slowly as services picked up
a bit.

ADB said the US decision to
end the preferential trade treat-
ment will have minimal effect as
it benefited only 1.8 per cent of
all Indian exports.

“Agriculture is expected to
grow at a healthy rate in 2019-20,
as current weather trends indicate
a normal monsoon.

The funding agency further
said the economic outlook for
South Asia remains robust.

“Growth is projected at 6.6
per cent in 2019 and 6.7 per cent
in 2020, albeit a tad lower than
forecast in ADO 2019, in line
with downgrades for India,” ADB
said. For the developing Asia,
ADB has maintained a strong but
moderating growth in line with
April forecasts, even as trade con-
flict continues between the US
and China.

The regional (developing
Asia) gross domestic product
(GDP) is forecast to expand by
5.7 per cent in 2019, as unex-
pectedly strong growth in Central
Asia offsets small downgrades for
East, South, and Southeast Asia
in 2019, said the ADO 2019
Supplement. 
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FMCG major Colgate-
Palmolive India Ltd (CPIL)

Thursday reported a 10.76%
decline in net profit at �169.11
crore for the quarter ended
June 30, 2019, owing to lower
growth in rural markets. The
company had posted net prof-
it of �189.51 crore in the April-
June quarter last fiscal.

Its total income during the
quarter under review stood at
�1,100.03 crore, up 4.71% from
�1,050.46 crore reported in the
corresponding quarter a year
ago, CPIL said in a BSE filing.

“The current quarter saw a
moderation in demand impact-
ed by lower than expected
growth in the rural markets.
We do consider this trend to be
temporary and expect a pick-

up over the coming quarters,”
Colgate-Palmolive (India) Ltd
Managing Director lssam
Bachaalani said. He said despite
the moderation, the company
continues to “remain focussed
on strengthening the core of
our business and investing in
our advertising and brand
building activities”.

In a separate filing,
Colgate-Palmolive said its
board of directors has appoint-
ed Ram Raghavan as Managing
Director of the company with
effect from August 1, 2019.

Most recently, Raghavan
has served as Vice-President
Marketing of Asia Pacific
Division of Colgate-Palmolive.

Shares of Colgate-
Palmolive were trading 3.04%
higher at �1203.20 apiece on
BSE. 
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New Delhi (PTI): Reliance Brands, a subsidiary of Reliance
Industries, has completed acquisition of British toy retailer
Hamleys for GBP 67.96 million (about �620 crore) in an all-cash
deal. In May this year, Reliance Brands had signed an agreement
to acquire 100% stake in Hamleys Global Holdings from Hong
Kong-based C.banner International. Reliance Brands has com-
pleted acquisition of 100 per cent stake of Hamleys Global
Holdings (HGHL) through a special purpose vehicle company
set up in United Kingdom for cash consideration of GBP 67.96
million, Reliance Industries said in a BSE filing on Thursday.
Hamleys, founded in London in 1760, is one of the world’s old-
est retailers of toys and has changed hands several times.

Script Open High Low LTP
HDFCBANK 2,400.00 2,429.35 2,400.00 2,403.90
YESBANK 88.65 90.3 83.7 85.8
CROMPTON 230.05 236.25 228.4 232.85
SPICEJET 141.5 149 139.2 143.5
MINDTREE 695 725.2 675.05 691.3
MARUTI 6,087.90 6,087.90 5,859.00 5,883.80
LT 1,450.00 1,454.95 1,431.90 1,433.60
TORNTPHARM 1,559.90 1,559.90 1,487.45 1,545.05
IBULHSGFIN 664 678.2 652 658.75
UPL 653.45 670.35 647.85 655.25
GODREJCP 644.35 651.6 639 644.05
SBIN 372.2 373.7 362.6 363.65
INTELLECT 271.5 272.1 255.65 267.05
BAJFINANCE 3,460.00 3,518.00 3,445.00 3,466.35
ICICIBANK 425.8 425.9 417.7 418.7
SIS 834.7 879.8 830 861.2
AXISBANK 754.95 754.95 734.75 740.85
WIPRO 258 274 258 269.15
RELIANCE 1,281.90 1,286.20 1,258.00 1,261.80
INDIGO 1,460.00 1,481.45 1,446.55 1,458.65
DHFL 55.2 58.5 53 56.25
TCS 2,115.00 2,115.00 2,060.00 2,065.60
INFY* 792.4 798.6 786.05 793.15
COLPAL 1,170.00 1,220.90 1,153.45 1,202.95
DCBBANK 201.9 205.45 189.15 201.05
TATAMOTORS 167.7 167.7 160.1 160.8
BPCL 354.05 355.3 347.85 348.8
HDFC 2,288.00 2,357.00 2,285.00 2,343.85
HDFCAMC 2,070.00 2,191.00 2,068.00 2,170.15
BANKBARODA 127.65 127.65 121.1 121.4
ZEEL 353.55 365.1 349.25 359.75
SHREECEM 21,550.00 21,565.00 21,350.40 21,430.50
HINDALCO 203.2 203.2 199.4 200.65
HDFCLIFE 499 510.25 497.9 503.3
TITAN 1,107.00 1,107.00 1,056.70 1,080.90
ADANIPOWER 64.1 65.95 61.45 62.65
JUSTDIAL 748 768 746.85 759.55
INDUSINDBK 1,493.00 1,503.20 1,467.90 1,471.55
TATASTEEL 475 475 464 466.55
TATAELXSI 740 749 722.8 731.65
SUNPHARMA 430 432.75 424.75 426.15
ASHOKLEY 85.3 85.4 81.05 81.45
FEDERALBNK 103.5 103.5 98.8 99.15
M&M 615 616.15 595 597.4
RBLBANK 599 599 575.5 579.85
L&TFH 122.5 122.5 116.8 117.2

SPARC 142 159.1 141 154.75
DISHTV 33 34.8 32.7 34.15
ULTRACEMCO 4,625.00 4,625.00 4,575.05 4,603.60
CANBK 280 280.4 267.4 268.55
ACC 1,600.00 1,609.35 1,560.40 1,567.20
RELINFRA 48.5 50.7 47.55 48.25
RELCAPITAL 53.4 54.6 52.15 52.6
BEL 103.75 103.9 96 96.6
PNB 75.1 75.75 72.45 73.2
HINDUNILVR 1,762.50 1,763.00 1,717.40 1,739.75
RECLTD 154.8 154.8 144.45 147.65
KOTAKBANK 1,530.00 1,543.30 1,527.15 1,537.60
ONGC 150.5 150.6 143.1 143.5
BANKINDIA 85 85.35 81.6 82.15
COALINDIA 230 231.1 219.7 220.45
BHARATFORG 461.05 461.05 438.6 440.85
NTPC 130.7 130.9 126.45 127.05
ADANIENT 137.45 137.9 133.4 134.15
CARBORUNIV 333.15 336.45 330.3 331.1
PEL 2,036.00 2,038.00 1,982.00 1,992.05
DLF 190 191.4 182.6 183.2
POWERGRID 207.15 208.25 205 205.35
HEROMOTOCO 2,540.80 2,553.20 2,470.00 2,479.70
ITC 273.5 274.9 272.3 272.95
JSWSTEEL 271.7 271.7 265 266.25
VEDL 167 167.55 162.15 163.1
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,670.00 2,703.20 2,625.00 2,632.85
ICICIGI 1,071.00 1,099.00 1,028.05 1,092.25
BIOCON 264 265.4 260.45 263.05
AUROPHARMA 575 577.8 562.15 569.95
JINDALSTEL 143.5 145.05 140.6 142.6
LTI 1,620.00 1,629.90 1,575.00 1,577.55
LTTS 1,654.45 1,664.75 1,640.50 1,661.35
SRF 2,713.00 2,755.25 2,636.90 2,646.25
HEG 1,166.00 1,192.80 1,110.00 1,113.35

BAJAJFINSV 7,821.00 7,903.10 7,812.15 7,849.10
JUBLFOOD 1,252.00 1,270.80 1,231.05 1,245.95
DMART 1,460.00 1,464.65 1,434.50 1,441.45
MCX 855 877.65 841.6 871
OFSS 3,316.00 3,381.05 3,316.00 3,347.75
INDIACEM 97.9 99.75 96.4 98.65
BHARTIARTL 350 351 338.55 342.3
PFC 125.05 125.55 119.35 121.05
TECHM 687 694.2 680.65 687.1
ABB 1,490.00 1,500.00 1,444.05 1,455.25
IDEA 11.97 11.97 11.2 11.3
GRAPHITE 302 303.1 281 285.55
KAJARIACER 554.05 555.2 529.65 536.75
IOC 146.6 148.85 145.3 147.55
ESCORTS 538.05 543.5 527 529.05
UNIONBANK 77.3 78 74.45 75
BRITANNIA 2,804.65 2,844.00 2,787.95 2,818.15
GODREJPROP 980 997.85 970.9 976.6
BATAINDIA 1,353.00 1,359.15 1,332.85 1,340.85
CADILAHC 241.35 242.95 229.2 231
SAIL 47.8 47.8 45.45 45.65
BEML 916 928 907.35 913.35
DRREDDY 2,669.00 2,678.80 2,629.80 2,655.50
SRTRANSFIN 1,078.00 1,078.00 1,045.85 1,052.85
RAJESHEXPO 698.5 698.5 684.4 684.9
NBCC 54.55 54.55 51.9 52.15
BHEL 64.25 64.45 63.5 63.95
IDFCFIRSTB 43.1 43.1 41.65 41.8
LUPIN 774.65 774.65 753 757.25
DABUR 429.9 434.85 426.8 429
SUNTV 479 482.6 464.45 465.45
DIVISLAB 1,655.95 1,662.30 1,638.05 1,641.50
STAR 365.7 369.65 361 362.35
NCC 83.1 83.1 80.4 80.65
EICHERMOT 18,598.00 18,598.00 18,341.65 18,397.00
HINDPETRO 297 298.1 290.55 291.25
LICHSGFIN 549.5 549.5 532.1 533.85
SUDARSCHEM 325.5 350.4 324.1 330.75
APOLLOHOSP 1,389.95 1,399.85 1,365.45 1,387.40
STRTECH 167.3 169.6 162.1 163.4
HCLTECH 1,041.00 1,041.00 1,015.65 1,018.30
CHENNPETRO 194.55 196.95 191.9 194.75
TATAPOWER 70 70 66.1 66.35
NMDC 115.3 116.3 113.4 114.5
HEXAWARE 355.05 366.4 350.6 360.65
ICICIPRULI 392 392 382.7 383.9
OMAXE 201.75 201.75 199.4 199.45
TORNTPOWER 312.55 312.85 303.4 304.2
CIPLA 560 560.05 545.8 547.05
ASIANPAINT 1,400.00 1,400.00 1,377.20 1,383.70
TATAMTRDVR 81.15 81.15 76.55 76.85
PGHL 4,871.00 4,933.25 4,745.00 4,756.55
MANAPPURAM 134 134 128.6 129.2
AMBUJACEM 216.1 221.15 215 216.9
GAIL 144.1 144.2 141.1 141.95
M&MFIN 383.75 386.05 375.7 377.5
IBREALEST 115.2 115.7 111.65 112.25
PCJEWELLER 37.4 37.4 35.35 36.15
SBILIFE 764.35 775 737 741.25
HAVELLS 727 727 713.55 717.4
OIL 172.1 172.1 162.85 163.25
GRASIM 919 926.7 906 908
CGPOWER 20.6 21.5 20.3 21.5
CHOLAFIN 281.7 281.7 265 270.1
UJJIVAN 292.4 294 282.45 285.8
IBVENTURES 290.5 294.9 286 290.2
NESTLEIND 11,705.70 11,740.00 11,547.45 11,582.75
NATIONALUM 47.6 47.6 46.35 46.45
SOUTHBANK 13.3 13.35 12.95 13.01
CENTURYTEX 952.85 960 930 935.45
ORIENTBANK 84.05 84.85 81.4 81.85
ADANIPORTS 414.2 419.25 410.7 412.45
APOLLOTYRE 185.15 186.25 178.6 179.3
RCOM 1.6 1.71 1.57 1.71
EIHOTEL 169.3 169.3 167 167.7
TVSMOTOR 423.5 423.5 412.8 414.2
BLISSGVS 163 163 154.2 156.5
EXIDEIND 206.4 206.4 199.05 201.3
EQUITAS 131.15 131.15 122.3 122.75
FSL 53.5 54.5 52.8 53.4
THOMASCOOK 189 190.15 168.65 189.6
GSFC 87.15 87.7 86.65 87
NIITTECH 1,343.05 1,351.05 1,338.30 1,342.55
PVR 1,753.00 1,771.65 1,741.15 1,749.00
GLENMARK 445 448.2 438.65 440.65
MOTHERSUMI 118.05 118.1 115.2 116.55
KTKBANK 100.2 100.2 96.5 96.8
TATAGLOBAL 259 259 254.3 254.95
SUNTECK 448 452.6 440.65 450.15
CEATLTD 889.15 895.5 879.35 883.2
WABAG 289.95 310 288 302.3
PIDILITIND 1,229.00 1,235.00 1,216.85 1,228.20
VGUARD 240.5 240.9 234.25 234.7
BALKRISIND 751.45 765.8 746.65 750.65
TATACHEM 601.15 615 600 602.3
QUESS 470.45 487 465.4 476.15
BANDHANBNK 539 543 527 528.65
ADANIGAS 175 175 168.75 169.9
VOLTAS 590.55 590.55 578 580.45
CANFINHOME 382.9 392 379.55 389.9
GODREJIND 475.5 486.65 475.45 484.05
SIEMENS 1,215.15 1,228.75 1,201.55 1,205.25
INDIANB 232.45 233.3 225.15 226.5
PETRONET 250.5 251.1 242.75 244
TIMETECHNO 85.5 85.5 81 81.5
EDELWEISS 163 163.05 156.85 158.55
RPOWER 3.97 3.97 3.81 3.83
MFSL 429 432.55 418.9 422.25
RAYMOND 699 705 692.05 696.25

CASTROLIND 130.9 133 129.75 130
WOCKPHARMA 355.4 355.5 345.25 346.35
UBL 1,414.00 1,414.00 1,382.70 1,397.95
GMRINFRA 15 15.12 14.7 14.83
OBEROIRLTY 559.8 579.7 559.8 569.5
BOSCHLTD 15,999.00 16,011.90 15,518.00 15,575.20
BOMDYEING 98.95 99 95.55 96.25
PAGEIND 20,270.10 20,752.20 20,233.85 20,671.75
ADANIGREEN 48.45 49.85 47 47.5
INFRATEL 263.1 264.7 261.65 262.55
IGL 314.2 321.6 314.2 319.05
HFCL 20.55 20.65 20 20.05
MEGH 59.95 60.1 56.3 56.9
ENGINERSIN 106.75 108.75 104.9 105.25
KRBL 214.4 216.05 202 210.95
BERGEPAINT 316.9 316.9 312.1 313.85
ABCAPITAL 90.3 90.35 89 89.15
GRUH 283.25 285.4 281.3 282.2
DEEPAKNI 313 317.9 308 309.4
CONCOR 551.2 551.2 536.6 538.65
PHILIPCARB 117 118.85 113 116.15
IRB 93.8 93.8 90.35 91.25
MGL 804.9 804.9 789.65 792.9
MRF 56,057.65 56,173.70 55,472.75 55,601.90
TRIDENT 63 63.5 59.7 60.35
JAICORPLTD 97.25 97.35 94.4 95.15
ALBK 42.8 43.05 41.6 41.85
SWANENERGY 104.6 104.65 103.4 104
ADANITRANS 221.75 223.65 211.5 213.4
COFFEEDAY 216.45 216.8 212.3 213
MUTHOOTFIN 633.5 635.7 624 625.65
SUZLON 4.43 4.45 4.3 4.32
MARICO 373 373 369.25 370.45
DBL 421 423.6 411 412.4
GNFC 229.15 229.15 223 223.85
JSLHISAR 72.75 73.9 68.6 70.15
JUBILANT 469 469 452.15 454
NAUKRI 2,239.00 2,259.20 2,210.00 2,216.45
RAIN 91.5 92.3 88.45 88.95
FORCEMOT 1,302.00 1,308.95 1,272.05 1,277.60
DELTACORP 161.3 161.5 159 159.5
RADICO 292.1 293.5 282 282.8
PTC 63.85 64.05 63.1 63.25
NATCOPHARM 519 519.25 497 506.4
AMARAJABAT 652.5 653.75 637 639.85
TATACOMM 484.65 487.35 472.25 475.8
NAVINFLUOR 620.9 629.25 602.05 606.15
SUVEN 244.4 248.45 243.6 245.4
GSPL 210.4 214.2 204.2 208.45
PARAGMILK 259.6 260.65 258.45 259.3
ERIS 443.15 447.15 438 440.6
IDBI 35 35 34.3 34.5
WESTLIFE 302.1 311.6 302 307.7
VENKYS 1,520.00 1,529.90 1,491.00 1,497.60
HINDZINC 230.5 230.5 224.5 225
GICHSGFIN 259.1 259.2 247.4 248.65
PRESTIGE 280.3 280.5 272.9 275.9
AVANTI 335.05 339.05 329 330.4
GUJFLUORO 928 952.95 915 939.55
CHAMBLFERT 162 164.1 161.7 162.05
JISLJALEQS 23.5 23.75 22.55 22.9
BBTC 914.55 934 910 912.3
PNBHOUSING 753.5 759 748.55 752.7
IBULISL 152 157 145.1 149.8
RALLIS 153.7 155.25 148.25 151.3
MINDAIND 311.85 314 294.5 298.1
RITES 289 294.5 286.8 291.3
FCONSUMER 36.55 36.85 36 36.1
RNAM 227.3 227.35 226.9 227
NOCIL 104.7 104.95 100.5 100.95
VIPIND 411.5 411.5 404.2 406.1
MRPL 58.8 59.35 57.7 57.9
WHIRLPOOL 1,619.95 1,620.00 1,570.40 1,578.45
DBCORP 176.9 184.75 164.15 175.9
GESHIP* 260.3 260.5 255.5 258
UFLEX 225.8 230.95 220 221.55
BAJAJELEC 463.95 470 456.25 457.95
TRENT 448.75 452.3 446.85 450.4
HEIDELBERG 199 204.7 196.7 198.9
MPHASIS 919.35 940 917.35 934.6
ITI 89.6 89.6 85.5 86
JSWENERGY 71.9 72.15 70.85 71.6
CARERATING 880 881.8 858.75 873.9
JETAIRWAYS 49.4 50.3 45.6 45.6
JKTYRE 78.4 78.4 75.95 76.2
AJANTPHARM 930 930.55 915.1 923.85
DCMSHRIRAM 500.1 510.9 491.5 501.3
CAPPL 415.45 429.8 412.45 419.35
RCF 56.85 56.85 55.55 55.95
SOBHA 566.45 573.15 559.65 560.9
WELCORP 135.35 135.35 131.7 134.6
VINATIORGA 2,180.50 2,189.00 2,150.00 2,170.00
HSCL 94.85 94.85 91.05 91.2
JINDALSAW 78.1 79.65 76.7 77.1
SKFINDIA 1,927.10 1,950.00 1,927.10 1,935.00
SCHAEFFLER 4,351.00 4,351.00 4,288.95 4,345.00
SHK 127.9 140 126.7 128.15
KEC 322.55 323 316.3 318.6
TATAINVEST 856 863 851.15 859.95
KEI 466 471.6 456.35 457.65
NHPC 23.85 23.85 23.3 23.4
INFIBEAM 42.1 42.4 41.8 41.95
GSKCONS 7,515.00 7,515.00 7,420.00 7,471.80
VBL 890 966.25 890 942.6
RAMCOCEM 780 780 769.45 770.6
EMAMILTD 325 325.2 318.95 320.75
ASTRAL 1,343.00 1,343.00 1,292.65 1,297.40
INDHOTEL 146.25 149.35 146 147.8
GODFRYPHLP 776.55 789 770 782.55

TATACOFFEE 78.05 79 76.85 77.2
JBCHEPHARM 371 379.5 368.8 369.5
GREAVESCOT 134.45 136.6 134 135.95
CENTURYPLY 143 143 136.9 137.25
CUMMINSIND 747.9 752 736.2 740.5
FINCABLES 384 399.5 383.05 384.75
EIDPARRY 167.8 167.8 160.6 161.85
ISEC 223.1 226.25 222.75 224.9
LAKSHVILAS 63.1 65.25 62.7 63.05
IRCON 391.9 391.95 385.75 386.85
HINDCOPPER 37.5 37.55 36.65 36.7
FRETAIL 429 430.5 421.3 424.05
GUJALKALI 484.45 487.8 470.85 473
GDL 117.45 119.1 115.6 118.6
TV18BRDCST 23.2 23.2 22.55 22.7
PIIND 1,138.30 1,148.40 1,117.60 1,124.60
APLLTD 525 528.25 520.35 524.3
JAMNAAUTO 46 46.15 45.05 45.25
IDFC 35.75 36.1 35.45 35.9
TAKE 121 121.15 118 118.3
HONAUT 22,511.00 22,970.10 22,229.35 22,662.45
ABFRL 204 204.65 202.9 203.05
LAXMIMACH 4,600.00 4,721.00 4,577.60 4,655.85
THERMAX 1,099.00 1,101.75 1,082.25 1,088.90
BDL 301.1 307.2 300.5 301.65
MAGMA 96 96 86.8 87.65
CYIENT 540.5 550 538 544.15
3MINDIA 22,177.00 22,241.60 21,910.00 21,924.15
J&KBANK 39.15 39.3 38.3 38.4
REPCOHOME 361.1 365.8 355.7 358.55
LUXIND 1,117.25 1,124.70 1,110.50 1,122.15
KANSAINER 433.9 435.15 420 423.5
JPASSOCIAT 2.74 2.74 2.6 2.62
GODREJAGRO 480 493 476.65 487.3
GRANULES 94.15 94.9 92.85 93.45
NLCINDIA 63.15 63.15 61.15 61.3
WELSPUNIND 56.4 57.2 56.1 57.05
MAHSCOOTER 4,225.00 4,225.00 4,150.00 4,169.75
PGHH 10,800.00 10,934.65 10,700.00 10,816.90
BALMLAWRIE 178.95 178.95 176.1 176.5
CREDITACC 523.35 532.7 520.7 526.55
SUPREMEIND 1,080.15 1,110.00 1,080.15 1,097.40
INOXLEISUR 319.5 324.05 312.8 314.25
LALPATHLAB 1,115.00 1,130.00 1,055.10 1,118.50
IPCALAB 942 948.75 930 932.95
GICRE 227.55 228.4 225 225.65
SANOFI 5,886.00 5,959.95 5,800.00 5,913.40
IFCI 8.53 8.59 8.27 8.34
PRSMJOHNSN 94.35 94.8 91 91.75
SYNDIBANK 39.85 39.85 38.55 38.7
BIRLACORPN 616.35 616.35 594.2 596.8
COROMANDEL 383 384.95 366.6 377.1
DEEPAKFERT 92 93.05 90.2 91.65
GILLETTE 7,026.75 7,140.00 6,984.50 7,041.35
SONATSOFTW 350.45 351.65 346.5 350.8
SADBHAV 187.5 192.25 184 186.2
APLAPOLLO 1,540.00 1,546.30 1,510.00 1,525.10
ASTERDM 126.05 127.9 125.2 126.3
JKLAKSHMI 350 352.5 348.95 349.45
AUBANK 666 673.2 666 668.7
HUDCO 38.3 38.6 37.75 37.8
TIINDIA 417.45 422 412.8 416.65
DCAL 215.4 218.1 213 214.05
ASHOKA 126.8 128.55 122.8 126.75
MOIL 148.6 148.85 148.05 148.15
RELAXO 426.45 426.45 415 420.25
ENDURANCE 977.85 1,000.00 963.55 995.8
FINEORG 1,468.00 1,500.00 1,459.95 1,463.20
GHCL 220.6 221.4 212 212.9
PNCINFRA 190.95 193.45 183.7 192.15
ABBOTINDIA 8,718.90 8,718.90 8,537.00 8,546.85
APARINDS 555.5 559.3 537.25 545.8
TTKPRESTIG 6,224.80 6,238.50 6,103.00 6,115.05
HIMATSEIDE 159 159 153.05 154.1
SJVN 25.8 25.8 25.1 25.4
ITDCEM 91.55 91.55 88.55 91.1
CUB 209.35 209.35 202.25 204.4
FINOLEXIND 512 520.8 512 515.7
ATUL 3,798.60 3,836.90 3,790.80 3,797.55
ITDC 225 225.95 212 216.15
HSIL 234.55 234.55 224.1 224.75
FORTIS 129.75 132.3 128.9 129.4
JKCEMENT 990.2 1,003.10 974.05 976.15
LAURUSLABS 356 356 350 350.05
NESCO 553.3 560 552.9 555.8
NILKAMAL 1,123.20 1,130.00 1,100.60 1,113.65
ALLCARGO 100 100.65 99.25 100.2
GPPL 81.2 81.65 80.95 81.1
KALPATPOWR 511.7 516.95 509.05 511.25
GLAXO 1,183.00 1,183.00 1,166.00 1,170.00
MAHINDCIE 219.4 219.4 214.95 217.55
MAHLIFE 420 420 398.75 401.85
FDC 165.25 167 162.4 165.65
NETWORK18 24.55 24.55 22.75 23.15
ASTRAZEN 2,001.60 2,001.60 1,944.00 1,953.35
MOTILALOFS 649.8 649.8 621.1 627.25
CENTRUM 25.95 25.95 24.55 24.9
ORIENTCEM 108 108 105.55 106.5
AEGISLOG 206.1 210.75 204 205.1
ESSELPRO 130 130.1 129.5 129.95
LINDEINDIA 503.55 505 501.3 502
ALKEM 1,745.50 1,772.00 1,745.00 1,754.90
JMFINANCIL 73.35 73.85 71.4 72.05
PFIZER 3,168.45 3,222.00 3,157.30 3,193.10
AAVAS 1,508.00 1,516.45 1,489.35 1,492.15
SHANKARA 359 359 342.3 345.45
SREINFRA 16 16.65 16 16.15
MMTC 22.45 22.6 22.15 22.2
GMDCLTD 72.3 72.8 71.25 71.6

ADVENZYMES 161.6 163 159.6 161.15
BASF 1,159.90 1,161.00 1,125.45 1,129.90
ASAHIINDIA 200 201.45 200 200
TIMKEN 730 732.7 710 719.55
TATAMETALI 556.35 557.25 555.3 555.95
KNRCON 280 280 270.15 274.95
HERITGFOOD 366.85 367 351.35 359.85
COCHINSHIP 366.1 371.65 362.8 363.2
SUNDRMFAST 454 456.2 449.25 450.95
CENTRALBK 19.55 19.65 19.45 19.5
JYOTHYLAB 161.75 161.75 158.7 160.1
CORPBANK 26.45 26.45 25.95 26.1
BAJAJHLDNG 3,539.45 3,539.45 3,515.05 3,518.75
SCI 30.7 31.05 30.25 30.3
BAYERCROP 3,342.95 3,364.65 3,310.00 3,336.20
IFBIND 735.55 744.8 713.5 724.5
TEJASNET 136.8 136.8 132.35 133.05
REDINGTON 100.3 101.15 98 99.9
DHANUKA 398.4 408.8 394.75 396.6
MINDACORP 107.7 108.1 101.5 102.8
NIACL 133.6 134.15 131.7 132.05
BLUESTARCO 737.05 743.3 732.9 733.5
ZENSARTECH 242.4 246.7 239.1 242.7
ZYDUSWELL 1,364.60 1,385.00 1,364.60 1,377.30
GUJGAS 163.6 165.35 162.2 163
HAL 677 681 670 674.85
JSL 31.4 31.45 30.8 31
UCOBANK 18.35 18.45 17.95 18.05
MAXINDIA 63 63.2 62.55 63.05
SOMANYCERA 424.45 427.85 424.45 425
ANDHRABANK 22.5 22.7 22.2 22.3
CRISIL 1,425.90 1,425.90 1,388.20 1,393.30

BAJAJCON 312.05 312.35 309 310.5
TVTODAY 279.6 281.75 279.6 280
HATSUN 704 714.65 688 704.4
VARROC 444 445.8 436.6 441.3
THYROCARE 460 463 456.5 459.45
SCHNEIDER 91.75 91.75 88.35 88.7
EVEREADY 70.2 72.6 70 71.9
HATHWAY 22 22.05 21.2 21.35
CHOLAHLDNG 485.55 498.7 483.1 494.3
SYNGENE 324 326 320.95 322.15
STARCEMENT 112.75 114 112 112.25
VMART 2,039.65 2,060.00 2,023.25 2,043.05
MAHABANK 15.8 15.8 15.5 15.55
ECLERX 672 680 662.2 665.75
VTL 1,005.00 1,005.00 986.35 999.65
CERA 2,737.10 2,737.90 2,713.95 2,722.50
GET&D 222.9 223.4 215.45 215.9
IOB 12.1 12.1 11.97 12.02
INOXWIND 66.8 67.4 64.1 64.25
GRINDWELL 583 583 575 580.25
PERSISTENT 611.15 616 606.95 608.7
LEMONTREE 64.55 64.75 64.15 64.55
SYMPHONY 1,239.65 1,241.70 1,202.50 1,228.70
ELGIEQUIP 269.9 269.9 261 261
TRITURBINE 99.7 99.7 97.4 97.65
MONSANTO 2,166.95 2,188.20 2,122.55 2,138.70
JAGRAN 97.65 98.85 96.8 97.95
NH 225.35 225.35 222.45 222.95
FLFL 468.5 468.5 453 455.9
WABCOINDIA 6,141.50 6,141.50 6,105.00 6,114.60
KPRMILL 593.65 593.9 590.4 593
ORIENTELEC 158 159.2 156.1 157.1
PHOENIXLTD 655.4 659.8 646.05 654.4
SOLARINDS 1,160.00 1,169.30 1,140.55 1,169.05
AKZOINDIA 1,742.25 1,742.25 1,723.05 1,724.10
LAOPALA 197.55 199.05 194.2 194.9
INDOSTAR 350.05 355 348.5 349.85
MAHLOG 452.8 455.05 446.95 450.15
BLUEDART 2,440.00 2,440.00 2,369.70 2,401.00
UNITEDBNK 9.9 9.97 9.82 9.87
GULFOILLUB 832 832 815 820.2
MHRIL 229.15 231.05 226.55 227.6
GALAXYSURF 1,223.85 1,243.20 1,221.60 1,230.80
SFL 1,285.00 1,309.00 1,266.00 1,297.65
GEPIL 852.8 852.8 836.6 842.2
SUPRAJIT 199 201.75 199 199.7
TEAMLEASE 2,979.45 3,004.00 2,976.25 3,002.10
TNPL 176.6 176.6 173.95 174.95
MAHSEAMLES 429.25 459.9 429.25 435.35
AIAENG 1,755.70 1,770.50 1,746.90 1,751.20
JCHAC 1,600.00 1,600.00 1,600.00 1,600.00
NBVENTURES* 95.2 95.2 92.8 93.85
SHOPERSTOP 461.95 462.5 456.2 456.4
SHILPAMED 353.2 356.2 352.45 354.75
TCNSBRANDS 784.85 785.9 772.1 783.7
SHRIRAMCIT 1,524.95 1,524.95 1,499.55 1,502.30
GAYAPROJ 140 144.7 139.25 142.25
IEX 145.65 145.85 144.85 145.2
CCL 246.6 246.6 245.5 245.5
TVSSRICHAK 1,845.00 1,850.00 1,841.15 1,850.00

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11,675.60 11,677.15 11,582.40 11,596.90 -90.6
WIPRO 261 274.15 259.55 267.75 8.15
HDFC 2,287.95 2,357.85 2,285.55 2,338.00 51.3
ZEEL 353.4 364.95 349.2 360.75 7.5
BRITANNIA 2,800.00 2,844.00 2,787.55 2,820.00 22.2
HDFCBANK 2,403.00 2,429.00 2,401.90 2,414.75 17.3
IOC 146.85 148.85 145.2 147.45 0.6
EICHERMOT 18,530.00 18,581.20 18,350.00 18,470.00 36.3
KOTAKBANK 1,531.35 1,543.25 1,526.20 1,537.50 2.9
ITC 272.95 275.1 272.3 272.95 0.05
BAJFINANCE 3,460.00 3,520.00 3,444.00 3,460.00 -3.3
ULTRACEMCO 4,612.30 4,621.00 4,575.00 4,604.00 -4.95
BAJAJFINSV 7,858.70 7,907.90 7,810.00 7,834.30 -20.25
INFRATEL 264 264.75 261.5 263.25 -0.75
INFY 789.05 798.5 786.2 791.75 -2.4
TECHM 687.35 694.25 680.1 687 -3.8
DRREDDY 2,665.25 2,679.85 2,630.00 2,647.00 -19.3
UPL 658 670.95 647.4 655 -4.75
ASIANPAINT 1,395.00 1,395.35 1,377.20 1,384.50 -11.4
ADANIPORTS 416.7 419.3 410.75 413.6 -3.45
BPCL 354 355.35 347.85 349.7 -3.1
BHARTIARTL 348 351.2 338.6 343 -3.25
SUNPHARMA 430.05 432.9 424.65 425.45 -4.6
GAIL 144 144.2 141 141.75 -1.65
POWERGRID 208.9 208.9 205 205.5 -2.5
AXISBANK 754 755 734.6 743 -9.6
HINDUNILVR 1,766.00 1,766.00 1,709.00 1,737.50 -23.2
RELIANCE 1,282.00 1,286.40 1,258.00 1,264.90 -16.95
IBULHSGFIN 664 678.2 651 658.9 -9.3
ICICIBANK 425 425.5 417.5 418.65 -6.05
NTPC 130.1 130.95 126.4 127.2 -1.9
LT 1,444.80 1,454.95 1,432.00 1,433.00 -22.45
HEROMOTOCO2,519.90 2,555.00 2,466.65 2,483.90 -39.05
TATASTEEL 473 475.35 463.85 468 -7.7
HINDALCO 201.9 202.9 199.35 200 -3.45
M&M 613.9 616.45 595 598.5 -10.95
INDUSINDBK 1,496.05 1,503.00 1,468.35 1,473.00 -28.25
HCLTECH 1,033.40 1,037.00 1,016.00 1,020.40 -20.35
TITAN 1,105.00 1,106.50 1,056.20 1,088.00 -21.9
TCS 2,116.20 2,116.20 2,060.00 2,075.55 -41.7
JSWSTEEL 270 270.75 264.9 266.5 -5.4
CIPLA 558.85 559 545.5 546.1 -11.45
GRASIM 924.95 926.45 905.45 906.5 -20.2
SBIN 371.95 373.8 362.55 364.3 -8.1
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,700.00 2,711.85 2,621.10 2,625.90 -71
VEDL 167.55 167.7 162.1 163.6 -5.05
MARUTI 6,054.40 6,055.70 5,857.50 5,875.00 -200.7
TATAMOTORS 167.25 167.25 160 161 -6.9
COALINDIA 230 230.9 219.5 219.95 -10.05
ONGC 149.95 150.8 143.05 143.3 -6.6
YESBANK 88.6 90.25 79.15 85.9 -12.5

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27,410.70 27,417.50 27,094.40 27,120.05 -308.3
HDFCAMC 2,065.30 2,192.00 2,065.30 2,183.00 107.6
ICICIGI 1,043.00 1,099.00 1,027.05 1,090.30 38.45
COLPAL 1,168.00 1,221.70 1,153.15 1,206.50 39.35
PAGEIND 20,390.00 20,750.00 20,240.00 20,680.00 400.25
HDFCLIFE 498.8 510.5 497.5 504.55 7.4
MCDOWELL-N 596.85 609.5 594 603.5 6.65
OFSS 3,305.20 3,387.25 3,305.20 3,359.70 34.85
NMDC 115.5 116.2 113.4 114.5 0.5
BIOCON 263 265.5 260.5 263.4 1
UBL 1,386.00 1,402.95 1,381.15 1,397.10 4.2
BHEL 64.1 64.5 63.5 64 -0.1
GICRE 225.45 228.5 224.5 225.7 -0.4
MRF 56,005.00 56,252.75 55,406.05 55,900.00 -104.7
PIDILITIND 1,229.00 1,235.50 1,216.20 1,226.00 -3.25
GODREJCP 645.95 651.9 639 642.6 -1.75
DIVISLAB 1,652.60 1,661.50 1,635.55 1,646.90 -5.05
NIACL 134.45 134.45 131.55 132.5 -0.5
INDIGO 1,463.00 1,482.30 1,445.60 1,459.20 -6.05
SHREECEM 21,558.10 21,700.00 21,349.70 21,417.60 -91.6
DABUR 429.9 435.25 426.65 428.75 -2.4
AUROPHARMA 574.85 577.95 562.1 568.35 -4.8
MARICO 371 373.15 369.15 369.25 -3.15
AMBUJACEM 219 221.2 215.1 217.3 -1.95
BAJAJHLDNG 3,560.05 3,564.65 3,520.10 3,525.00 -31.85
PGHH 10,872.80 10,968.95 10,685.15 10,799.00 -104.15
SIEMENS 1,227.35 1,230.00 1,201.10 1,207.00 -13.7
HAVELLS 726.15 734.3 712.95 716.35 -9
ACC 1,604.00 1,609.20 1,560.15 1,571.95 -22.4
ICICIPRULI 391 392.4 382.5 383.9 -5.65
MOTHERSUMI 118.3 118.3 115.15 116.65 -1.8
NHPC 23.6 23.85 23.35 23.4 -0.4
DMART 1,455.00 1,464.00 1,434.00 1,436.40 -27.4
LUPIN 772.4 775 752.7 755.75 -16.2
HINDPETRO 297 298.3 290.65 290.75 -6.25
BANDHANBNK 540 544.1 526.55 528 -11.35
PEL 2,037.00 2,038.80 1,981.35 1,982.10 -46.8
HINDZINC 230.25 230.55 224.4 225.1 -5.4
BOSCHLTD 16,000.00 16,002.00 15,512.00 15,570.00 -429.55
ABB 1,493.00 1,500.00 1,445.00 1,448.50 -40.6
CONCOR 551.7 552.95 536 536.15 -15.55
PETRONET 250.55 251.05 242.75 243.8 -7.3
SAIL 47 47.15 45.45 45.6 -1.55
SRTRANSFIN 1,082.00 1,082.00 1,045.60 1,047.75 -36.4
SBILIFE 766 775 737 738.25 -27
DLF 190 191.35 182.55 183.9 -6.8
CADILAHC 241.35 242.75 229 231.6 -9.25
L&TFH 121.8 122.25 116.8 117.3 -5.1
ASHOKLEY 85.45 85.45 81.05 81.6 -3.85
BANKBARODA 127.35 127.35 121.05 121.4 -5.9
IDEA 11.95 11.95 11.2 11.35 -0.6
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Asuspected arson attack
on an animation pro-
duction company in

Japan killed 33 people and
injured dozens more on
Thursday, with flames gutting
the building in the city of
Kyoto.

Police said the fierce blaze
appeared to have been started
deliberately but there was no
immediate information on a
possible motive.

The toll continued to climb
hours after the fire began, with
fire department officials saying
bodies were being discovered
as they searched the ravaged
building.

A fire department official
told AFP that at least 11 more
people had been found "in
cardio-respiratory arrest," a
term used in Japan to signify a

victim's death before it is offi-
cially certified.

The discoveries, on the
building's second floor and a
stairwell leading to the roof,
raised the toll to at least 33
dead.

Officials said 35 people
had also been injured in the
fire, 10 of whom were in seri-
ous condition, and local media
said around 70 people were
believed to have been in the
building when the fire started.

Footage of the blaze
showed thick white smoke
pouring from the windows of
the three-storey building. Its
facade was charred black on
much of one side where the
flames had shot out of the win-
dows.

The fire department said it
began receiving calls around
10:35 am (0135 GMT) about
the fire at the studio belonging

to Kyoto Animation.
"Callers reported having

heard a loud explosion from
the first f loor of Kyoto
Animation and seeing smoke,"
a fire department spokesman
said.

Police said they were still
investigating the cause of the
fire but it was a suspected
arson attack.

"A man threw a liquid and
set fire to it," a Kyoto prefec-
tural police spokesman told
AFP.

Public broadcaster NHK
reported that a man had been
detained in connection with
the blaze and was later taken to
hospital for treatment.

It reported that the suspect
had poured a gasoline-like
substance around the building
and said "drop dead" as he set
fire to it.

"I heard two loud bangs,

they sounded like explosions,"
a man told NHK.

"The fire was raging hard.
I saw red flames flaring." A
woman living nearby told
Kyodo news agency she had
seen at least one injured person
outside the building.

"A person with singed hair
was lying down and there were
bloody footprints," the 59-
year-old told the local news
outlet.

There was no immediate
statement from the studio,
which produced several well-
known television anime series,
including "The Melancholy of
Haruhi Suzumiya" and "K-
ON!" 

"We are in the process of
learning what happened," said
a woman who answered the
phone at the firm's headquar-
ters in Uji City in the Kyoto
region.

"We cannot tell you any-
thing more," she added.

The blaze prompted an
outpouring of support from
those in Japan's anime indus-
try, one of the country's best
known cultural exports.

"No, I don't know what I
should be thinking now," tweet-
ed Yutaka Yamamoto, an ani-
mation director who once
worked at Kyoto Animation.
"Why, why, why?"

Japan has a famously low
crime rate, with violent crime
very rare.

Arson is considered a seri-
ous crime and people convict-
ed of deliberately setting fires
in a country where many peo-
ple still live in wooden houses
can face the death penalty.

A man convicted of setting
a fire that killed 16 people in
Osaka in 2008 is currently on
death row.
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Prime Minister Imran Khan
Thursday said that Pakistan

will proceed further "as per
law" in the Kulbhushan Jadhav
case after the ICJ ordered an
"effective review and reconsid-
eration" of his conviction and
sentence by a Pakistani military
court. 

Jadhav, 49, a retired Indian
Navy officer, was sentenced to
death by the Pakistani military
court on charges of "espionage
and terrorism" after a closed
trial in April 2017. His sen-
tencing evoked a sharp reaction
in India following which New
Delhi moved the world court.   

The International Court
of Justice bench headed by
Judge Abdulqawi Ahmed Yusuf
on Wednesday ordered an
"effective review and reconsid-
eration" of the conviction and
sentence of Jadhav.

The bench, however, reject-
ed some remedies sought by
India, including annulment of
the military court's decision
convicting Jadhav, his release
and safe passage to India.

Reacting for the first time
to the verdict, Khan tweeted:

"Appreciate ICJ's decision not
to acquit, release and return
Commander Kulbhushan
Jadhav to India. He is guilty of
crimes against the people of
Pakistan. Pakistan shall pro-
ceed further as per law."

Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi said
"Jadhav shall remain in
Pakistan. He shall be treated in
accordance with the laws of
Pakistan.  "This is a victory for
Pakistan," he claimed.

He said India wanted
acquittal of Jadhav, but that was
not accepted.

"They wanted (his) release,
that's not been accepted. They
wanted (his) return, that has
been rejected," he said.

"If they still want to claim
victory.... Good Luck!" he
tweeted.

The Pakistan military
spokesperson termed the ver-
dict as another "February 27"
for India as it surprised the
Indians. 

"It's another February 27
for India because they have
been surprised again. They
thought that the kind of polit-
ical capital they have, they can
manipulate justice too but that

did not happen," Military
spokesman Major General Asif
Ghafoor told ARY News on
Wednesday night.

He was referring to
Pakistan's downing of an IAF
fighter jet and capturing its
pilot on February 27 after India
bombed a terror training camp
of JeM in Balakot the previous
day. 

On the issue of imple-
menting the judgment, the
spokesman said that "Pakistan
will follow the law" as it was a
law abiding nation. 

"For the verdict to be
upheld by an international
court where there is no concept
of capital punishment is a big
victory for Pakistan," he said.

He said the ICJ verdict also
put confidence in the judicial
system of Pakistan because it
said that "the review and recon-
sideration can be done by
means of our own choosing is
great validation for our judicial
system." 

Pakistan's leading newspa-
pers also hailed the ICJ's deci-
sion in the case as a victory for
Pakistan.

The ICJ in verdict on July
17 turned Indian pleas for

acquittal and repatriation of
Jadhav while upholding its
stance on the issue of granting
consular access, according to
Dawn.

"The ICJ, however, reject-
ed all other remedies sought by
India, which included the
annulment of the military court
decision convicting Jadhav,
restricting Pakistan from exe-
cuting the sentence, securing
Jadhav's release and ordering
his return to India," the paper
reported.

The Express Tribune news-
paper on its front page report-
ed that the judgment allowed
India consular access to Jadhav
but its hopes for acquittal were
not fulfilled. 

The News in its main
report wrote that the ICJ found
that India's submission per-
taining to the acquittal and
release of Jadhav could not be
upheld.

"The ICJ rejected all reme-
dies sought by India, which
included the annulment of the
military court decision con-
victing Jadhav, securing his
release and ordering his return
to India," according to the
paper.
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Iran's Revolutionary Guards
said Thursday they had

detained a "foreign tanker" and
its crew for allegedly smuggling
fuel, the latest incident in a
tense standoff in the Gulf.

The announcement came
after Tehran said it had come to
the aid of a foreign tanker after
receiving a distress call — mak-
ing no mention of the vessel
being seized.

The Guards did not con-
firm whether the vessel they
had detained Sunday in the
highly sensitive Strait of
Hormuz was the same ship as
that mentioned Tuesday by the
foreign ministry.

"With a capacity of two mil-
lion barrels and 12 foreign
crew on board, the vessel was
en route to deliver contraband
fuel received from Iranian boats
to foreign ships in farther
regions when it was intercept-
ed," the force's Sepahnews web-
site said. It was seized south of
the Iranian island of Larak, the
Guards said, without detailing
the name or provenance of the
vessel.

The Guards' statement
came after officials said Iran
had come to the rescue of an
ailing tanker on Sunday.

"Iranian forces approached
it and using a tugboat brought
it into Iranian waters for nec-
essary repairs," foreign ministry

spokesman Abbas Mousavi
said.

Oil shipping monitor
TankerTrackers reported that
the Panamanian-flagged tanker
Riah, used in the Strait of
Hormuz "for fuelling other ves-
sels", had crossed into Iranian
waters on Sunday.

It said the tanker's auto-
matic identification system had
then stopped sending signals.

The incident is the latest of
a series of events that have
raised fears of a regional con-
flict involving the US and its
Gulf allies.

US President Donald
Trump ordered air strikes
against Iran in June after Tehran
downed an American drone,

but called them off at the last
minute.

Washington has blamed
Tehran for a series of tanker
attacks in recent months in the
Gulf, charges Iran denies.

US Central Command
chief Kenneth McKenzie
pledged Thursday to work
"aggressively" to ensure freedom
of navigation in the highly sen-
sitive Gulf waters, a conduit for
much of the world's crude oil.

"We are going to work very
aggressively with our partners...
to come to a solution that will
enable the free passage of crit-
ical oil and other commodities...
through the region," McKenzie
told reporters at an air base in
Saudi Arabia, a key US ally.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will address the

Indian-American community
here on September 22 during
his visit to the US for the UN
General Assembly session,
according to the organisers of
the "Howdy, Modi!" event.

Houston, which has one
of the largest concentration of
over 500,000 Indian-
American community in the
US, is the energy capital of the
world. Energy security is a pri-
ority area for the prime min-
ister.

"Howdy, Modi!", the
Indian-American community
summit, will be hosted by the
Texas India Forum, the
Houston-based non-profit
which is expected to bring
together tens of thousands of
people, said in a press release.

"Howdy", shorthand for
'How do you do?', is a friend-

ly greeting commonly used in
southwestern United States.

In addition to Modi's
address, the programme is also
expected to include a cultural
programme that showcases the
Indian-American community
and will be broadcast live
online and on television chan-
nels, reaching over 1 billion
people across the US and India,
the organisers said.

Besides Indian-Americans,
the local officials are also very
excited about Modi's trip on the
sidelines of the UNGA Session
in New York from September
20-23. 

"This is going to be a mega
event", Jiten Agarwal, a promi-
nent Indian-American said.

Texas Governor Greg
Abbot, who visited India last
year with a business delegation
told PTI that "It was an honour
to visit with Prime Minister
Modi on my trip to India last
year, and I look forward to his

visit to Texas which will further
build upon our strong eco-
nomic and cultural partner-
ship.”  

Regarding Modi's trip to
Houston, Mayor Sylvestor
Turner, who took a trade del-
egation to India in November
last, said, "I look forward with
excitement to Prime Minister
Modi's visit as this historic
visit will strengthen the already
robust bonds between Houston
and India on trade, culture,
tourism and more."

"As one of the most inter-
national cities in the world,
Houston hosts one of the
biggest and most vibrant Indian
communities in the US. This is
one of the many growing con-
nections I discussed with Vice
President Venkaiah Naidu and
some national government
ministers during my trade mis-
sion to New Delhi and
Mumbai," Turner said.

"The event is expected to

bring together tens of thou-
sands of people to encourage
and explore common interests
and an expanded partnership
between the United States and
India's fast growing economy",
the press release said.  

"There is unprecedented
synergy between our region
and the aspirations of a 'New
India' that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi represents. The
American dream shares many
similarities with emerging
Indian dream, and an event of
this scale suggests an opportu-
nity to build bridges across two
great democracies,” said Jugal
Malani, a convener of the
“Howdy, Modi!” organising
committee. 

Attendance at the summit
will be free, but passes will be
required, the release said.
Passes are available on a first-
come-first-serve basis and
exclusively through an online
registration process. 
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Washington's decision to
exclude Turkey from an

American-led fighter jet pro-
gram goes against the "spirit of
alliance," the Turkish govern-
ment said Thursday, and called
on its NATO ally to reverse the
decision.

In a major break with a
longtime ally, US President
Donald Trump's administra-
tion on Wednesday said Turkey
is being kicked out of the F-35
program because it is buying the
Russian S-400 air defense sys-
tem. The United States says the
S-400 would compromise the F-
35 program and aid Russian
intelligence.

In a statement, Turkey's

Foreign Ministry rejected that
assertion and said the decision
to expel Turkey from the pro-
gram lacks "legitimate justifica-
tion."  "This unilateral step is
incompatible with the spirit of
alliance and is not based on any
legitimate justification," the
ministry said. 

"Not only is it unfair to keep
Turkey out of a program of
which it is a partner but the
claim that the S-400 will weak-
en the F-35 is invalid." The min-
istry said: "We call on the
United States to come back
from this mistake that will
cause irreparable damage to
our strategic ties." 

Turkey began taking deliv-
ery of components of the
Russian system last week. A

Russian cargo plane carrying
more parts of the system land-
ed at an air base near Ankara for
a seventh day running on
Thursday. Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said
the system will be fully opera-
tional by April 2020.

On Wednesday, Ellen Lord,
the Pentagon's chief weapons
buyer, told a news conference
that the U.S. has suspended
Turkey from the F-35 program
and is beginning the process of
its formal removal.

The US government is con-
cerned that the S-400 could be
used to gather data on the
capabilities of the F-35, and that
the information could end up in
Russian hands.

Turkey rejects the assertion

that the S-400 will pose a threat
to the F-35 and has called for the
establishment of a committee
that would include NATO offi-
cials to study the risks.

Turkey refused to bow to
U.S. pressure to cancel the S-400
agreement with Russia, saying
the deal is a matter of national
sovereignty and that the agree-
ment was a done deal.

Erdogan has said his gov-
ernment hopes to co-produce
high-tech weaponry systems
with Russia in the future, further
defying the United States and
other NATO allies.

Turkey is both a producer
and a customer of the F-35s. It
makes more than 900 compo-
nents for the stealth aircraft,
which is sold internationally.
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India has warned Pakistan that
its conduct will be under

watch and any "farcical attempts"
claiming to implement the ICJ's
order in the Kulbhushan Jadhav
case would mean going back to
the world court or the UN
Security Council for remedies.

Jadhav, 49, a retired Indian
Navy officer, was sentenced to
death by a Pakistani military
court on charges of "espionage
and terrorism" in April 2017
based on an "extracted confes-
sion". India had moved the
International Court of Justice
(ICJ), the principal judicial
organ of the United Nations, to
seek a stay on his death sentence
and further remedies.

A 16-member bench head-
ed by President of the Court,
Judge Abdulqawi Ahmed Yusuf,
by 15-1 votes ordered Pakistan
on Wednesday to undertake an
"effective review and reconsid-
eration" of the conviction and
sentence of Jadhav.

"It is a good moment for us
to help Jadhav get justice and
ensure he gets a fair trial," India's
lead counsel in the case, Harish
Salve, told reporters in London

on Wednesday in the the wake
of the judgment.

Salve indicated that the next
steps would involve access to the
Indian national by India's con-
sular officials in Pakistan, who
will then be able to ensure he
gets full legal representation.

Asked about the means at
India's disposal if Pakistan did
not fully comply with the ICJ
verdict, he noted: "If there is a
violation of the order, we can go
back to the ICJ to seek further
instructions. If a country brazen-
ly violates such an order, there
are other provisions, including
sanctions in the [UN] Security
Council and other remedies.

"I am sure Pakistan would
not go that way, or at least I hope
so.... Their conduct is under
watch and any farcical attempts
will not go unnoticed... if a coun-
try decides to behave rogue
and not comply, there are mea-
sures available."

"There is an obligation of
result, of fair adjudication after
allowing Mr Jadhav consular
access and Pakistan must take all
steps necessary, including leg-
islative measures," the senior
Indian lawyer asserted. 

Reacting for the first time to

the verdict, Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan on
Thursday tweeted: "Appreciate
ICJ's decision not to acquit,
release and return Commander
Kulbhushan Jadhav to India. He
is guilty of crimes against the
people of Pakistan. Pakistan
shall proceed further as per
law."

In its 42-page ruling, the ICJ
ruled that Pakistan had
"breached" the Vienna
Convention on diplomatic rela-
tions, which gives countries the
right to consular access when
their nationals are arrested
abroad. 

The world court found that
by not informing Jadhav with-
out delay of his rights under
Article 36 of the Vienna
Convention on Consular
Relations, Pakistan breached
the obligations incumbent upon
it under that provision.

"The judgment has restored
our faith in the rule of law, in the
ICJ and in the systems which we
as mankind put together to
protect the citizens of the world,"
said Salve. 

"We had challenged the
conduct of Pakistan in its brazen
refusal to adhere to the Vienna

Convention and allow consular
access to Mr Jadhav... The court
found Pakistan guilty of inter-
nationally wrongful acts and that
it must cease those acts," he said.

The ICJ has declared that
Pakistan is under an obligation
to inform Jadhav without further
delay of his rights and to provide
Indian consular officers access to
him in accordance with Article
36 of the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations.

Salve admitted that while
India's ambitious call for an
annulment of Jadhav's death
sentence was not met, the court
had been categorical in its ver-
dict that Pakistan must do every-
thing to make the Vienna
Convention a living reality.

India moved the ICJ on May
8, 2017, for the "egregious vio-
lation" of the provisions of the
Vienna Convention by Pakistan
by repeatedly denying New
Delhi consular access to Jadhav. 

Salve said he had a "degree
of personal satisfaction" that he
did not resort to the kind of
adjectives used by Pakistan in
trying to accuse India of state-
sponsored terrorism during the
course of the hearings, except to
describe them as "unfortunate"
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G7 finance ministers meet-
ing in France on Thursday

agreed a plan for taxing digital
companies such as Facebook
and Google that will set a
minimum level of taxation for
them. Ministers "fully sup-
ported a two-pillar solution to
be adopted by 2020", said a
statement from France which
holds the rotating chairman-
ship of the group of world's
most developed countries.

"New rules should be
developed to address new busi-
ness models... allowing com-
panies to do business in a ter-
ritory without any physical
presence," it said.

"Ministers agreed that a
minimum level of effective
taxation... would contribute to
ensuring that companies pay
their fair share of tax," the
statement said.

A French official, who

asked not to be named, said the
tax level would have to be
agreed in the future.

"The tax level to be set
would depend on concrete
design features of the rules," the
statement said.

"The G7 looks forward to
further progress in the context
of the G20 and a global agree-
ment on the outlines of the
architecture by January 2020,"
it added. The consensus
reached at the G7 — which
sources said came after talks
that lasted into the early hours
of Thursday morning — came
after a bitter dispute between
France and the United States in
the last weeks.

The French parliament ear-
lier this month passed a new
law that will tax digital giants
on revenue accrued inside the
country, even if their European
headquarters are elsewhere, in
a move that will affect huge US
groups Google, Apple,

Facebook and Amazon.
The move infuriated

President Donald Trump and
the US announced an unprece-
dented probe against France
which could trigger the impo-
sition of tariffs.

The plan agreed Thursday
would have to be further devel-
oped by the G20 group of top

20 economies and then imple-
mented under the aegis of the
Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD).

Meanwhile, the G7 minis-
ters agreed that new cryp-
tocurrencies such as Facebook's
Libra risked destabilising the
international monetary system
and were not ready to be imple-
mented. "They agreed that pro-
jects such as Libra may affect
monetary sovereignty and the
functioning of the interna-
tional monetary system,"
France said in a statement.

French Finance Minister
Bruno Le Maire told reporters
that all the members of the G7
expressed "serious worry"
about this project.

"It poses serious difficulties
— technical and political," he
said. "There are rules that have
to be respected by everyone. So
far this is not the case for
Libra," he added.
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Embattled liquor tycoon
Vijay Mallya's appeal in
the UK High Court

against his extradition order
has been listed for a three-day
hearing from February 11 next
year, the UK court said on
Thursday.

The 63-year-old former
Kingfisher Airlines boss had
won a reprieve earlier this
month when a two-judge panel
at the Royal Courts of Justice
in London granted him per-
mission to appeal against the
extradition order of a lower
court to face fraud and money
laundering charges amount-
ing to an alleged Rs 9,000
crores in India.

“The appeal hearing has
been listed on 11 February
2020 with a time estimate of
three days,” a UK High Court
official said. At a hearing on
July 2, Justices George Leggatt
and Andrew Popplewell con-
cluded that "arguments can be
reasonably made” on some
aspects of the prima facie case
presented by the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS), on
behalf of the Indian govern-
ment. 

The ruling on the basis of
that material by Chief
Magistrate Emma Arbuthnot
in her extradition order of
December 2018, which was
signed off by UK home secre-
tary Sajid Javid earlier this

year, is therefore now set for a
full appeal hearing in the high-
er court.

“By far the most substan-
tial ground is that the senior
District Judge was wrong to
conclude that the government
had established a prima facie
case,” noted Judge Leggatt.

Mallya's counsel, Clare
Montgomery, had successfully
contested the basis on which
Judge Arbuthnot had arrived at
certain conclusions. 

She claimed the judge had
been "plain wrong" in accept-
ing some of the Indian author-
ities' assertions that Mallya
had fraudulent intentions when
he sought some of the loans for
his now-defunct Kingfisher
Airlines, that he made misrep-
resentations to the banks to

seek the loans and had no
intentions to pay them back. 

Montgomery also ques-
tioned the admissibility of
some of the evidence pro-
duced during the extradition
trial at Westminster
Magistrates' Court in London.

The High Court judges
accepted the broad arguments
and directed her to submit a
draft for the appeal to proceed
to a full hearing, a time-frame
for which has now been set for
February next year.

Mallya had said he felt
“vindicated” by the ruling and
repeated his offer to pay back
the money owed to the Indian
banks.

“I still want the banks to
take all their money, do what
they have to do and leave me

in peace,” he said.
He has repeated this offer

of settlement in subsequent
Twitter interventions, most
recently telling social media
critics to “ask your Banks why
they are not taking 100 per cent
of the money I have been
offering”.

Meanwhile, the liquor
tycoon remains on bail on an
extradition warrant executed
by Scotland Yard in April 2017,
involving a bail bond worth
GBP 650,000 and other restric-
tions on his travel. 

At the end of a year-long
extradition trial at Westminster
Magistrates' Court last
December, Judge Arbuthnot
had found “clear evidence of
dispersal and misapplication of
the loan funds” and accepted a
prima facie case of fraud and a
conspiracy to launder money
against Mallya, as presented by
the CPS on behalf of the Indian
government. 

The court had also dis-
missed any bars to extradition
on the grounds of the prison
conditions under which the
businessman would be held, as
the judge accepted the Indian
government's assurances that
he would receive all necessary
medical care at Barrack 12 in
Mumbai's Arthur Road Jail.

The High Court panel had
concurred with most of the
other findings of the lower
court, including satisfactory
prison conditions in India.

�����!������������)�;��#�����		
! �"�	���������	�	� �	
�)� � 5�80&3��93

The US House voted
Wednesday to block USD

8.1 billion in arms sales to
Saudi Arabia and other allies,
a rebuke of Donald Trump that
will likely lead to a veto by the
president.

Lawmakers, many of
whom are outraged with the
kingdom over Riyadh's role in
the murder of Saudi journalist
Jamal Khashoggi last year,
approved three resolutions that
would prevent the controversial
sales announced under emer-
gency measures earlier this
year by Trump.

The resolutions blocking
the sales have already cleared
the US Senate, and now go to
the White House, where Trump
is expected to issue a veto, the
third of his presidency. While
the House blocked the sales
with a comfortable majority, it
was about 50 votes shy of the

two-thirds needed to override
Trump's veto.

Trump is seeking 22 sepa-
rate sales of aircraft support
maintenance, precision-guided
munitions and other weapons
and equipment to Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates and
Jordan at a moment of height-
ened tensions in the Middle
East.

Critics say the arms sales
would aggravate the devastat-
ing war in Yemen, where Saudi
Arabia is leading a US-backed
coalition in a battle against the
Iranian-supported Huthi
rebels, and which the UN said
has triggered the world's worst
humanitarian crisis.

"When we see what's going
on in Yemen, it's so important
for the United States to take a
stand," House of
Representatives Foreign Affairs
Committee chairman Eliot
Engel said on the House floor.

The veteran Democrat

concurred that the threats from
the Iranian-backed Huthis were
real, "but that doesn't mean we
should just look the other way
in the face of violence and the
slaughter of civilians."

Trump's administration
took the extraordinary step of
bypassing Congress to approve
the sale in May, as his admin-
istration declared Iran to be a
"fundamental threat" to the
stability of the Middle East.

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo had said the adminis-
tration was responding to an
emergency caused by Saudi
Arabia's arch foe rival Iran,
which backs the Huthi rebels in
Yemen.

Lawmakers including some
Senate Republicans have said
there were no legitimate
grounds to circumvent
Congress, which has the right
to disapprove arms sales.

Last month Senator
Lindsey Graham delivered a

stinging rebuke of the arms
sales and Riyadh, saying he
hoped the vote would "send a
signal to Saudi Arabia that if
you act the way you're acting,
there is no space for a strategic
relationship."

The senator was referring
to last year's brutal murder of
Khashoggi in Turkey at the
hands of Saudi agents, an inci-
dent that triggered a full-blown
crisis in Riyadh's relations with
the West.

But Michael McCaul, the
top Republican on the House
Foreign Affairs Committee,
criticized the resolutions as
"dangerous" at a time Iran is
expanding its reach.

"Iran is stretching its ten-
tacles of terror across the
Middle East," he said in a
statement. "If we allow them to
succeed, terrorism will flourish,
instability will reign, and the
security of our allies, like Israel,
will be threatened," he added.
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Once one of the world's
most powerful and noto-

rious criminals, Mexican drug
lord Joaquin "El Chapo"
Guzman was sentenced to life
imprisonment — the manda-
tory punishment for a host of
crimes spanning a quarter-
century.

Guzman, the 62-year-old
former co-leader of Mexico's
mighty Sinaloa drug cartel,
was Wednesday convicted in
February in US federal court on
a spate of charges, including
smuggling hundreds of tons of
cocaine, heroin, methamphet-
amine and marijuana into the
United States.

The much-anticipated
hearing in New York capped a
dramatic legal saga and saw
Guzman -- wearing a gray suit,
lilac shirt, purple tie and trade-
mark mustache -- somberly
take in his punishment.

"There was no justice here,"
Guzman declared in Spanish,
expressing no regret as he
delivered what were likely his
final public words before he is
taken to a supermax federal
prison to live out his days.

When entering and before
leaving the courtroom, he
touched his heart and blew a
kiss to his wife Emma Coronel,
who was barred from all con-
tact with him during more than
two years of pre-trial detention.

The charges against
Guzman, which include money
laundering and weapons-relat-
ed offenses, carried a manda-

tory life sentence.
US Federal Judge Brian

Cogan tacked 30 years onto the
sentence and ordered the drug
lord to pay $12.6 billion in for-
feiture — a sum based on a
conservative estimate of rev-
enues from his cartel's sales in
the United States.

So far, US authorities have
not recovered a dime.

In the Brooklyn court-
room, Guzman said prayers
from supporters had given him
"strength to endure this great
torture," which he called "one
of the most inhuman that I
have ever experienced... a lack
of respect for my human dig-
nity." 

Complaining bitterly that
he was unable to hug his twin
daughters, who did not attend

the hearing, Guzman said "the
United States is no better than
any other corrupt country that
you do not respect." 

Guzman — whose
moniker "El Chapo" translates
to "Shorty" -- is considered the
most influential drug lord since
Colombia's Pablo Escobar, who
was killed in a police shootout
in 1993.

During his three-month
trial in New York, jurors heard
evidence from 56 government
witnesses, who described the
cartel boss beating, shooting
and even burying alive those
who crossed him, including
informants and rival gang
members.

Prosecutors won their
request to tack on a symbolic
extra 30 years in prison for the

use of firearms in his business,
which Cogan said he imposed
because the "overwhelming
evil is so severe." 

A Colombian woman who
prosecutors say survived a hit
the kingpin ordered tearfully
read a statement in court
Wednesday, saying the escape
cost her "a high price — I lost
my family, my friends, I
became a shadow without a
name."

Guzman launched his
career working in the cannabis
fields of his home state of
Sinaloa. He will likely spend his
remaining years at the "Alcatraz
of the Rockies" — the super-
max federal prison in Florence,
Colorado.

Current inmates include
convicted "Unabomber" Ted
Kaczynski, Oklahoma City
bomber Terry Nichols, the
British "shoe bomber" Richard
Reid and the Boston marathon
bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev,
who is awaiting execution.

Since his 2017 extradition
from Mexico, Guzman had
repeatedly lamented the con-
ditions of his solitary confine-
ment at a Manhattan high-
security prison, notably that his
windowless cell was constant-
ly lit.

Speaking to AFP prior to
the proceedings, Guzman's
lawyer William Purpura said: "I
think he is in a good state of
mind right now," adding his
client was "looking forward to
his appeal." His attorneys now
have 14 days to appeal his sen-
tence.
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Boris Johnson, the frontrun-
ner to be Britain's next

prime minister, suggested
Wednesday that the EU would
bear some responsibility if he
took his country out of the bloc
without a divorce deal.

The former London mayor
has based his campaign to
replace Theresa May on a
promise to deliver Brexit as
planned on October 31, with or
without an agreement with
Brussels.

In a final campaign event
in London ahead of the
announcement of the winner
next week, Johnson said that he
would seek to negotiate new
exit terms with the European
Union over the summer.

But he said that if the EU
refused to be flexible or com-
promise on the existing with-
drawal agreement, "if they
won't change a dot or a
comma... then obviously we
have no choice but to get ready
to come out on different terms".

EU leaders have repeated-
ly said they will not renegoti-
ate the divorce text they struck
with May last year, even though
it has been rejected by British
lawmakers three times.

But Johnson and his rival,
Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt,
insist they will try, notably by
removing the controversial
"backstop" plan to keep open
the border with Ireland.

They have threatened to
walk away if they fail — tough
talk that caused the pound to
fall Wednesday to its lowest
level against the US dollar in
more than two years.

May is stepping down after
failing to get her divorce deal
through parliament, an effort
that forced her to delay Brexit
twice.

Her successor, chosen by
around 160,000 members of
the ruling Conservatives in a
postal ballot, will be named
party leader on July 23 and
automatically become prime
minister the following day.

Many Tory members have
already voted, and opinion
polls suggest an easy win for
Johnson, a leader of the 2016
referendum campaign for
Brexit.

"It's in his blood, he's got
the dynamism to see it
through," said 70-year-old
party member Ron Busby.

In a speech earlier, May
deplored the trend towards
"absolutism" in politics around
the world, and urged her suc-
cessor to compromise to get a
Brexit deal.

"Whatever path we take

must be sustainable for the
long-term, so that delivering
Brexit brings our country back
together. That has to mean
some kind of compromise," she
said.

Voter anger over the Brexit
delays has seen a surge of sup-
port for Nigel Farage's Brexit
Party, which backs "no deal".

Asked on Wednesday if he
would work with Farage,
Johnson said: "I rule it out." A
majority of MPs in the House
of Commons oppose a no-deal
Brexit, fearing the economic
impact, but attempts to legislate
to block it have failed.

Johnson declined to com-
ment on reports that he might
end the current parliamentary
session so MPs would not be
sitting in the run-up to October
31.

���	��	�� 

�����4/�%� ���#����
�����#�����-���	�1��������+��

!��	������	��������	��	�������������	������*��������������������	��
� 	�
���������������		������������!��	������	��	��	���������������()!	��!	���	
���+���������=	��	���� $�

����	����
&����������	
9���
�	#�	
���
��	#	
����
��
�)� � ��(&8

Former auto titan Carlos
Ghosn, currently under

house arrest in Tokyo, is suing
Nissan and Mitsubishi in a
Dutch court for "improper ter-
mination" of his contract,
French newspaper Le Figaro
reported Wednesday.

Ghosn is accusing the
Japanese manufacturers of
breaching his contract as an
employee of NMBV, their joint
subsidiary based in the
Netherlands, and seeking up to
15 million euros ($16.8 million)
in damages, it said. The big-
spending former chief of both
Renault and its Japanese part-
ner Nissan is awaiting trial in
Japan on charges of financial
misconduct.

He was kept behind bars
for over 100 days before being
granted bail and sacked from
all his management roles.

Ghosn is accused of under-
reporting millions of dollars in
income at Nissan and of of
using company funds for per-
sonal expenses — charges he
denies. His lawyers argue that
while Ghosn resigned from
Renault-Nissan BV (RNBV), he
had not done so from NMBV
and "the breach of contract"
was unwarranted, Le Figaro
said.

Nissan and Mitsubishi
argue that Ghosn's contract was
invalid as it would not have
been submitted to NMBV's
board, according to the daily.

Ghosn's spokesperson and
his lawyer both declined to
comment when contacted by
AFP.
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Anew policy to deny asylum
to anyone who shows up

on the Mexican border after
travelling through another
country threatens to exacerbate
overcrowding at severely
strained US immigration
detention centers and
makeshift holding areas.

Photos and video of Vice
President Mike Pence's visit
Friday to McAllen, Texas,
showing men crammed behind
chain-link fences offered the
latest glimpse into squalid con-
ditions at Customs and Border
Protection facilities. Women
are being held in smaller tents
at the station.

The Border Patrol housed
900 people in an area with
capacity for 125 in El Paso,
Texas, according to a
Department of Homeland

Security's internal watchdog
report on an unannounced
visit in May.

Inspectors saw detainees
standing on toilets to gain
breathing space. Agents
described detainees being held
in standing-room-only cells
for weeks. A sharp drop in ille-
gal border crossings, coming
during a seasonal decline as
summer heat sets in, has eased
pressure temporarily. 

The Border Patrol has
fewer than 10,000 people in
custody, down from 19,000 in
May, according to a U.S. offi-
cial who was not authorized to
share the figures publicly and
spoke on condition of
anonymity.

The Border Patrol's Rio
Grande Valley sector, the
busiest corridor for illegal
crossings, was the only one of
nine sectors on the Mexican

border over capacity on
Wednesday, with about 6,000
detainees, the official said. 

El Paso has plummeted to
500 detainees.

Still, the space crunch is
daunting and holding people
who are denied asylum until
they are deported can only pose
more challenges.

Immigration and Customs
Enforcement operates long-
term detention centers that
are far better equipped, but that
agency is also heavily bur-
dened. It is holding more than
53,000 people, hovering near
an all-time high and above its
budgeted capacity of 45,274,
including 2,500 spots for fam-
ilies.

ICE, responding to scarce
detention space for families,
has released more than 200,000
family members since October
under a new practice that does

not allow time to make travel
arrangements while in cus-
tody.  It currently houses 311
people in families.

ICE said Wednesday that it
constantly reviews detention
requirements and options.

"Ensuring there are suffi-
cient beds available to meet the
current demand for detention
space is crucial to the success
of ICE's overall mission," the
agency said in a statement.

CBP officials did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment.

The dramatic policy
change took effect Tuesday,
denying asylum to anyone who
must pass through Mexico to
reach the U.S. by land. 

It will have the biggest
impact on Guatemalans and
Hondurans, who account for
most Border Patrol arrests and
tend to travel in families.
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Iranians feeling the squeeze
from US sanctions targeting

the Islamic Republic's ailing
economy are increasingly turn-
ing to such digital currencies as
Bitcoin to make money,
prompting alarm in and out of
the country.

In Iran, some government
officials worry that the energy-
hungry process of "mining"
Bitcoin is abusing Iran's system
of subsidized electricity; in the
United States, some observers
have warned that cryptocur-
rencies could be used to bypass
the Trump administration's

sanctions targeting Iran over its
unraveling nuclear deal with
world powers.

The Bitcoin craze has made
the front pages of Iranian news-
papers and been discussed by
some of the country's top aya-
tollahs, and there have been
televised police raids on hidden
computer farms set up to bring
in money by "mining" the cur-
rency.

Like other digital curren-
cies, Bitcoin is an alternative to
money printed by sovereign
governments around the world.
Unlike those bills, however,
cryptocurrencies are not con-
trolled by a central bank.

Bitcoin and other digital
currencies like it trade global-
ly in highly speculative markets
without any backing from a
physical entity.

As a result, computers
around the world "mine" the
data, meaning they use highly
complex algorithms to verify
transactions.

The verified transactions,
called blocks, are then added to
a public record, known as the
blockchain. Any time "miners"
add a new block to the
blockchain, they are rewarded
with a payment in bitcoins.

To work, the expensive
specialized computers require

a lot of electricity to power their
processors and to keep them
cool.  In Iran, "miners" have an
edge because electricity is cheap
thanks to longtime govern-
ment subsidies. "Miners" also
buy cheaper Chinese ready-
made computers to do the
work.

But the constant raids and
authorities' conflicting state-
ments on the issue have Bitcoin
"miners" in Iran incredibly
leery of being identified. 

Those contacted by The
Associated Press refused to
speak about their work or to
say how much they earn from
their "mining." 
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Facebook's planned global
digital coin Libra has run

into a wall of opposition in
Washington that could pre-
vent its launch as envisioned,
but analysts say cryptocur-
rencies are likely to make
gains around the world
nonetheless.

The plan by Facebook
and its partners has generat-
ed skepticism from US law-
makers and G7 finance min-
isters as well as from central
banks and regulators global-
ly.

Lawmakers have also
raised concerns over
Facebook's spotty record on
privacy and data protection.

Facebook's scale — with
some 2.7 billion users for all
its applications — means the
proposed Libra currency
could roil the global financial
system and make the job
harder for the world's central

banks. "If people are using
Libra as a stored value and
holding a lot of money in it,
you might have less effective
monetary policy," said Martin
Chorzempa, a research fellow
at the Peterson Institute for
International Economics.

The US Federal Reserve,
for example, "can affect the
dollar but it might not affect
Libra in the same way." 

Since the Libra would
likely hold the dollar, euro
and other major currencies as
reserve assets, the impact
could be signif icant in
"emerging markets or devel-
oping countries where people
want to get rid of those cur-
rencies," Chorzempa said.

"Imagine the demand for
Libra in a place l ike
Venezuela," where the cur-
rency has collapsed from
hyperinflation.

Hoping to avoid the wild
swings of other virtual cur-
rencies, Libra would be gov-

erned by a non-profit associ-
ation backing up the coin
with a basket of major glob-
al currencies.

Lamont Black, a finance
professor at  DePaul
University, said Facebook has
yet to fully explain how the
Libra Association, with up to
100 members, would operate.

"That's really the role of a
central bank," Black said.

Libra is most likely "dead
in the water," at least for the
US market, said analyst and
cryptocurrency investor Lou
Kerner.

There are "too many reg-
ulatory bodies and govern-
ment agencies with potential
oversight responsibilities, too
much uncertainty at Libra
about what it's going to be,
and too little knowledge about
the topic for there to be con-
sensus around a regulatory
framework."

Kerner said the US gov-
ernment wants the dollar to

be the global reserve curren-
cy, and will oppose any "threat
to that." 

US Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin has said that
Facebook must meet "a very
high standard before they
have access to the financial
system." G7 finance ministers
also expressed a "need for
action" on Libra at a meeting
this week. "One has to won-
der how much more criticism
Facebook wants to take before
it cuts bait," said Nicholas
Colas of DataTrek Research.

Facebook argues, and
many experts agree, that if
Libra fails, other digital cur-
rencies will gain traction --
something that is already
happening.

"If we fail to act, we could
soon see a digital currency
controlled by others whose
values are dramatically dif-
ferent," David Marcus, the
head of Facebook's initiative,
told lawmakers this week.
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Often, when you are abroad, you
hanker for flavours from
home. So it is not surprising

that as one walks the streets of
Stockton at Union Square in San
Francisco, the smell of Indian-inspired
food at Campton Place Restaurant
triggers memories and nostalgia,
which is bound to exercise an almost
magnetic pull towards itself. It offers
a refined version of contemporary
Cal-Indian cuisine, which has earned
the restaurant its second Michelin star,
establishing it as the only Indian-influ-
enced restaurant in the United States
and Europe to have got this honour.

The restaurant has changed the
architecture of Californian cuisine as
chef Srijith Gopinathan blends fresh
ingredients with India’s multi-faceted
regional dishes, aromatics and tradi-
tional spices. Most Westerners often
confuse Punjabi cuisine or the vari-
ants that have sprouted all over
Europe, especially UK, to be the sum
total of the Indian cuisine. The intro-
duction of dishes from other parts of
the country, which are numerous, var-
ied and different, is a gradual and
ongoing process, of which Srijith too
is a part. It is dishes from peninsular
India with a Californian twist that he
serves at his restaurant.

Talking about his Cal-Indian
fusion and experiments, he says, “I
love artfully integrating Californian
produce and Indian cooking tech-
niques. The intricacies that I blend in
include replacing yogurt with yogurt
foam, mint chutney with mint ice,
tamarind with tamarind gel and
crunchy puri with a combination of
grains and dehydrated olives, which
are used for extra texture and flavour-
ing.”

The chef believes that consisten-
cy is the key to success. “This is the
reason I have earned a Michelin star
for eight years in a row for the San
Francisco dining establishment,
including two stars in 2016 and
2017,”  he says.

Giving an insight about his sig-
nature dish Spice pot he apprises us,
“It is one of the dishes that is loved by
Indian guests. It was invented as a
result of an experiment. I went to a
garden shop and bought lots of pots
but then you are not supposed to serve
food in them. I just wanted to create
the visual. I was so pleased with the
result that I picked up some food-
friendly pots for the restaurant to
serve my Californian interpretation of

dahi puri in which vividly-coloured
vegetables sit on top. The saucer below
the pot is filled with pebbles, moss and
some bits of dry ice to replicate the
stunning San Francisco fog. (When
hot water touches the ice, it fumes.)”

The chef, born and brought up in
India, talks about his roots, “I have
always believed in my homeland and
the kind of cuisines that the country
can offer to the world. The authentic
flavours and spices have helped me in
creating and innovating some of the
finest dishes at the restaurant. It is very
important for a chef to always stick to
his roots and involve those skills and
techniques in food preparations.”

Indian cuisine is spreading its
wings and gaining recognition at an
international level. Talking about the
same, Srijith tells us, “The regional
cuisines of India have been recognised
and admired all over the world.
There are several speciality restaurants
in the world that are known for their
authentic taste and flavours. Every
cuisine of India is stellar. The north
Indian one has travelled outside the
country before the one from south. So
the latter is still new and fresh to the
larger Western world. People appre-
ciate change and new things and that
is exactly what is happening right now
with south Indian cuisine.” 

He is witnessing the new food

movements and revolution at a broad-
er level. Srijith says, “There has been
a significant shift in consumers’ food
choices and preferences.
Vegetarianism and organic cooking
have stood as powerful food tools for
chefs and restaurateurs to evolve,
innovate and provide more bespoke
cuisine experiences to the guests.”

As the digital era is the new real-
ity, people capture the food and
flavours on phone and spread the
word about the dishes, which has
turned social media into a vehicle to
popularise them. To this, he says,
“This is one more reason that chefs
spend a lot of time to enhance the aes-
thetics of the dish and make it more
appealing for their patrons. I believe
it’s one of the best ways to connect,
showcase and communicate what
you are eating and spreading the word
about different cuisines that one can
experience.” 

Sharing his source of inspiration,
the chef says, “Everything around me
is inspiring. From my grandmother’s
cooking to my wife’s to farmers’ mar-
kets to a guy with his chaat cart on the
streets and of course fellow chefs.”

He elaborates on how it all began,
“I grew up being influenced by the
exotic spices of southern India that
filled the air of my home. My back-
yard blossomed with ginger and
turmeric and my grandmother always
tasked me to collect these culinary
treasures and bring them into the
family kitchen, where I observed
lessons on utilising every part of an
ingredient and spice. Since then, I
have always been passionate about
cooking. I strive to do better than yes-
terday and keep learning and innovat-
ing at work. Learning while cooking
is an ongoing process in every chef ’s
journey. I have come a long way since
I started.”

Picture this. A wave of Edison bulbs and
golden lights, layered across the ceiling,
form an arch, which creates a vibe of a
jazzy pub. The amalgamation of a legion
of shades of blue on the walls, paired

with black and white-stripped wallpapers, the
place does look like a fun one to hop into. As I
entered The Lord of The Drinks, Noida, the aura
was relaxed and the crowd was still filtering in
slowly.

The place offers a menu of contemporary
Indian, European and Oriental cuisine. The man-
ager suggested that I should start with some
Cheese pao bhaji and at the mere mention of the
dairy product, my expectations spiralled to level
100. Yes, I wanted to go for it because I absolute-
ly love it. But then disappointment was in store.
The dish was served with a small ricotta vada,
plated with fried chillies and masala onions. But
no matter how hard I looked (or in this case, tast-
ed) there was no ‘cheese’ to be found in the so-
called ‘cheese pao bhaji.’ Upon inquiry, they
claimed that it was there. Maybe it was but if that
was so the quantity was meagre, almost akin to
a drop of water in the ocean.

While ordering the next dish, the graph of
my expectations was already on the brink of a
precipice. So I stuck to the safe option of
Bruschetta bars, but decided to stir things up with
the category by ordering Parmesan and Rocket.
The basic bruschetta mainly involves rubbing raw
garlic on grilled bread and a topping of chopped
tomatoes with basil. But the one that I had was
imaginative — a bruschetta topped with some
rocket walnuts. ‘Expect the unexpected’ was
description that crossed my mind. The bar, served
with ricotta, parmesan cheese, rocket walnuts and
a few drops of olive oil, left a strong, creamy tex-
ture in my mouth.

After munching on the bars, the graph
undoubtedly surged. It was the turn for a pizza.
I ordered their special one — Lord of Verdure. It
was a combination of a number of toppings with
a super crunchy base. Do you have an answer to
this one — how many toppings on a pizza would

be too many even if you like all of them individ-
ually? Clueless, right? It surely left me feeling the
same. The toppings included grilled mix of
aubergines and zucchini, roasted bell peppers,
caramelised onions and tomatoes. It was like a
celebration of different flavours which burst
together in my mouth and created one organic
whole that was scrumptious. 

To accompany the dishes, I ordered a cock-
tail — Orange Cosmo. With a base of vodka and
orange juice, it was blended with the triple sec,
an orange-flavoured liqueur made from the dried
peels of bitter and sweet oranges. Even though
the drink’s base and flavour could have perfect-
ly accompanied the pizza, it was too diluted
because there was an excess of ice which made
it indistinguishable from chilled water. The man-
ager took not more than a minute to replace the
drink with an untitled cocktail, however, “spe-
cially curated” by the mixologist for me. With the
Bowen whisky and lime juice as its base, it tast-
ed of strawberry and kaffir lime. The well-blend-

ed ingredients in the drink did compensate for
the earlier disappointment.

Hopping on to the next dish, I ordered
nachos, which actually turned out to be cheese
ones. The anomaly made me dissolve into a fit
of giggles. Not writing and specifying cheese in
the menu before nachos while doing so with the
pao bhaji, which did not even have a hint was
the trigger. Of course, the drink too had start-
ed taking its effect and made me a bit light-head-
ed. The tortilla chips came in a blue and white-
stripped plate, overloaded with creamy melted
cheese and topped with sour cream and olives.
It was the best combination that one could have
asked for. The initial cheese craving was finally
fulfilled.

The manager then asked me to pick some
desserts to end the meal. However, I was so sati-
ated that I decided to give them a miss. Even
though desserts, I believe, are the best of a meal,
I did not fear missing out on anything as I was
satisfied with most if not all the delicacies served.  
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� What happened precisely to set you
on a confrontationist path with the
media?

Let me clarify that I have never been
at war with them; even now I have no
problems. In fact, I have had a very
healthy relationship with journalists. I
have had differences of opinion with
scribes, critics and even had a laugh over
a cup of tea despite them. I respect their
area of work, don’t think they are unfair
and accept their right to comment. But
that dynamic has changed over the last
couple of years as I sense a deliberate
attempt to humiliate me as an artist. This
consistent slander has indeed affected
me. I can even analyse the changing
interest in me as a subject. I was strug-
gling since 2006-7 and till 2013, I was
irrelevant. Then came Queen and the
media was on my side. It’s just that when
I stood up against Hrithik Roshan,
Karan Johar and some other biggies that
I noticed that they began taking sides.
Of course, I must admit that most of
them even stood by me for taking a stand
and daring to speak up about what need-
ed to be spoken for a long time. But post
that, things began to change. Some of it
was voluntary and some of it was non-
voluntary. That’s when I realised that the
movie mafia had got to the media. In
Mumbai, that is how it is. The parties,
press invites, gifts, travel vouchers,
everything is controlled by allied net-
works of the star, studios and produc-
ers. I don’t really mind it so long as it
doesn’t involve me or target me without
context. Besides, I also know that only
60 to 70 people working in the entertain-
ment media and as film journalists are
movie mafia-friendly and may have their
compulsions, the rest are totally fair.

But over the last two years, there has
been nothing but negative Press about
me. Every morning I wake up with new
nonsense like either I have broken
somebody’s head or a set has come to a
standstill because I have showed up late
or I am doing this and that. It was just
nasty PR. And then there was the row
over my directing, literally taking over
Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi. All
these seemed vindictive and pre-medi-
tated rather than going into the facts.
Why don’t people realise that film busi-
ness is serious and has rules? How can
I take money from the studio as an actor
and start directing the project on my
own unless I am asked to? It just isn’t
allowed. But they made it look like I am
this control freak who’s bending every-
thing to suit herself. Everything I did, be
it a brand endorsement or attending a
party, was panned through the same
prism. 

With nasty trolling day in and day
out, the confrontation was actually
building up; it’s like being abused and not
being able to share it with anyone. You
may not like me but don’t humiliate an
artiste for the sake of it. And that day
what was welling inside me came out
because I don’t meet those people who
write about me every day. Honestly, I am
so happy that I brought this tension out.

� How badly has all this affected your
work?

It has undoubtedly affected a fair
assessment of my work. When I see my

work and when I see somebody else’s
mediocre work pitched against mine,
and they being made to feel a super-
brand despite being so basic in their
craft, I wonder “what’s going on here?”
In the past, too, many in the media have
been slapped and abused and somebody
I just confronted became headline
news? How do you explain this except
that there’s a lobby ganging up against
me. What have I done to offend you in
such a way? You can criticise a film, you
can criticise a performance… that is
entirely different and your prerogative
but you cannot be personal. But I am
happy that the masks have come off the
movie mafia operatives and they stand
exposed. Their numbers are so few that
they are actually nothing but a drop in
the ocean.

� You have changed the contours of
the industry by challenging established
practice and questioning status quo.
Does it ever feel that it is a lonely fight
at the top?  Yes you have stardom, you
have recognition of your work, you
have people that will not desert you,
you will even survive. But do you get
tired?

It’s anything but lonely because
there are so many people that sup-
port me. Even in conflict, there are
so many people around me. I
don’t think it’s lonely at all
but, yes, all this has made
my life very hectic. It’s just
so draining to be entan-
gled in all this mess and
then 10 days down the
line, laughing with the
same person. You’ll be
like, “God those 20
days were so bad.”

You know what
upset me? That the
confrontation story
came as an after-
thought. The Press con-
ference was fine and if
any mediaperson felt
offended or didn’t like me, he/she
could have just left. But then to go
back and escalate a tiff into an
issue that necessitated banning an
artiste in her own country was
just too much. Haven’t stars had
run-ins with the media before?
Then when videos began circu-
lating on social media, I, too,
retaliated with the holistic video
clips. It wasn’t my intention to
begin with. But the ban meant
that the movie mafia was work-
ing overtime. 

� Are you saying the film
industry is still subject to
lobbyists, groupism and
set opinions? At one level
there is creative democra-
cy, with so much happen-
ing at the content level.
Yet, on the other side, you
believe that women are
still soft targets of chau-
vinistic structures? 

I would say the grip
is loosening and now
women make sense
even commercially.

See the spectrum of leading ladies —
from Neena Gupta to Tabu to Kangana
Ranaut and Alia Bhatt. The arc is so dif-
ferent. The flesh and blood women dis-

appeared between the 50s
and 60s where we had

Nargisji and Waheedaji.
The objectification of
women began from
the 1970s and contin-
ued for such a long
time that we forgot
what we once were
and became just a
pretty face with
flowing hair. I
remember when I
did Gangster,
everyone told me,
“You know too
much acting for
your own good.”

Some of them even
cited examples of
magnificent failures

of capable actors.
I don’t want to
take names of
respectful actors
but they were
certainly not
commercially
s u c c e s s f u l
ones. I was
told I would
be like them
if I acted too
much. To be
a newcomer
in the indus-
try at that
time and
seeing things
change radi-
cally in the
course of 10-

13 years, has
been a revelation.

There is not just a change
in the spectrum of leading

ladies but also leading men,
be it Rajkummar Rao, Irrfan

Khan and Ranveer Singh.
And it is because this band-
width is ever expansive now
that the coterie is losing its

grip. That is exactly why I am
able to survive.

� Film families contin-
ue to have a kind of aura like royals.

Do you believe that the industry has
truly been democratised? 

Other than film families, even the
studio system has you hostage. If you
work out a contract with a big studio,
they take 30-40 per cent of your earn-
ings. They promote you in a way that
you become a milking machine. They
milk you and when they are done with
you, they throw you. It happened with
me post Queen. To be honest I would
have preferred a situation like that to
begin with. In 2006, had a studio
groomed and promoted me, put me on
all platforms, got me brands and then
taken 30 per cent, even milked me for
five-10 years, I would not have mind-
ed. That works for a struggler. Then at
least I could be on my own in my mature
years. For whatever reason, it didn’t hap-
pen. The big production houses came
to me only when I was a legitimate star
and the highest paid actress. They still
wanted to take 30-40 per cent of my
earnings. Then I had to pay 30 per cent
to the government in taxes. And even-
tually I found that I was not left with
anything. So I didn’t sign up with any
studio. I became my own entity. And
then I started to do well... A lot of peo-
ple now want to follow this system. 

� How are they paying women actors
now after you and your peers raised
the issue of parity? 

It depends on the individual, the
kind of film you do and your contribu-
tion to the project. For example,
Manikarnika and Dhaakad are very
women-driven. Then there is the issue
of scale and budgets. There are big
action sequences in some, demanding
a greater outlay than something like
Judgementall Hai Kya or Panga. It can-
not be seen from the same lens. But I
can speak for myself. Earlier, I would
begrudge working 365 days in a year and
wonder why my blood and sweat don’t
have any value compared to male
actors. It hurt me. It doesn’t anymore
because I have realised that there is a
reason why male stars have lasted 25 to
30 years. They must have done some-
thing right. They have built their brand
in such a way that mathematics favours
them. They have had a far better busi-
ness plan and blueprint than women
actors ever had. They became so self-
absorbed in creating an economy
around themselves that they actually
started pairing themselves opposite

fresh faces. So the model was very clear,
always latch on to a new face to revive
your youthful appeal. That has worked
for them. It’s clever of them. And that
sustainability has given them their
price. I now understand that.

� Tell us about Judgmentall Hai Kya,
does its punchline ‘trust no one’ seem
apt for you at the time? 

It’s a mad world of Bobby Grewal
Battliwala, a Punjabi Parsi, who is very
different. She is “mental”, which is not
a politically correct term these days, so
let’s say she is eccentric. But she is not
a psycho for sure. She is struggling with
a dissociative identity disorder. She
identifies with a situation to an extent
that she really cannot decipher whether
it’s her own situation or that of others.
For instance, if you are getting married,
she would start involving herself so
deep that she forgets it’s your marriage
or that you would have a say. So she
revels in her world and the film is how
that unfolds many things in her life. It
actually gets quite exciting to a point
when a murder takes place and where
that takes her. The good thing about it
is the dichotomy of the “normal” and
“mental” people. So Raj is playing
somebody who’s normal. She’s mad and
has no benefit of doubt. Normal peo-
ple can get away with so much because
they are presumed to behave in a cer-
tain way but these other ones can have
so much insight. We judge people with-
out knowing them at all.

� You have trained as a filmmaker in
New York and have filled up some
gaps in  Manikarnika. What is your
next move?

Actually, my heart lies in film-mak-
ing. I want to be a filmmaker. 

� Was that always the case? 
I think so, yes. Just that I wasn’t

aware of it. When I became an actress,
I wasn’t really crazy about dancing with
heroes. I was like “yeah sure, get lost.”
I was not even the kind that would go
ecstatic with “aaahh, I am living my
dream of becoming an actress.” This is
not me, has never been. I was 23 when
I directed a short film and I knew this
is it. I was so comfortable in the
room, panning frames. That comes nat-
urally to me, which is actually very
strange. A lot of people say, “You are
such a good performer, we wouldn’t
want to lose you as an actor.” But I am
so comfortable in the role of a filmmak-
er. An actor is always taking instruc-
tions... always. Always feeling unsure...
You are just a drop in the ocean. A film-
maker has a natural quality of leader-
ship. I can set my film under water, in
the sky, in the fire. I have the very free-
dom of waking up and writing a scene.
I actually prefer to get stories from oth-
ers and then develop my own perspec-
tive on them. I just want to take a story
and depict it. May be I’ll not be mak-
ing money, doing three films a year.
May be people won’t remember my
face. May be the grey strand will show
in my hair. But I don’t mind all of that.
The very freedom of doing your own
thing is unparalleled.

Photo: Pankaj Kumar

Over the past few months,
there have been quite a few

major vehicle launches by the
Indian automotive industry
despite the dramatic decline in
sales. Some of these new car
models have established them-
selves in the market but just look
at them. Mahindra’s rather nice
XUV300, then Hyundai’s new
Venue, followed by the first major

Chinese manufacturer to enter the
Indian market with the MG
Hector and in the coming days,
the launch of the Kia Seltos. See
a common thread? These cars are
all Sports Utility Vehicles, and as
I said a few months ago, the copy-
writer who came up with the term
must be laughing all the way to the
bank, because SUVs are (usually,
with some expensive exceptions)

not sporty, definitely not in the
sub-20 lakh price segment. And
they are not really utilitarian.
Sure, the two-box body style is
useful when you want to transport
some big items. But you could
conversely ask why estate-cars
never did well if that was such an
important buying criterion.

SUVs are popular for possibly
the sole reason that people sit high

up and that makes us feel a bit
safer, particularly with the chaos
on the roads around us. The love
for SUVs, therefore, is psycholog-
ical rather than practical. The
argument that the higher ground
clearance will help in navigating
rough roads is a bit facile since
some sedans and hatchbacks have
reasonably high ground clear-
ances as well. One reason the fas-

cination with SUVs looks odd to
me is that they’re not half as much
fun to drive as lower-set sedans
and hatchbacks as they take up
more space, are heavier and con-
sequently burn more fuel. One
reason for the SUV rush of the last
decade in India, in particular, has
been because of the ultra-econom-
ical diesel engines. But even in the
United States and China, the two
largest automotive markets in the
world, where petrol-powered cars
dominate, SUVs have been
extremely popular as well. This is
not just an Indian thing after all.
And manufacturers are shifting
more and more resources to SUVs
and it is telling that the first long-
range electric car launched in
India was, you guess it, a SUV.

What is wrong with SUVs?
Frankly, nothing much. But I am
not a fan of “soft road” cars. Most
SUVs, particularly smaller ones,
are nothing more than hatchbacks
or vans on stilts. And despite

excellent engineering work, SUVs
still do tend to roll a bit and do not
have what you would call excellent
handling. Take the Honda Civic
and CR-V for example; why one
would want to buy the SUV over
the excellent sedan is mind-bog-
gling, unless you really, really
needed that third row. And it is
the same case across manufactur-
ers but they themselves have
realised they’re onto a good thing.
Minimal modifications to the
platform and suspension set-up of
a sedan and a different body
means you can price the same
essential car for 20-30 per cent
more — case in point the Hyundai
Verna and Hyundai Creta. The
Verna is much nicer to drive, looks
better and as it’s both a long-dis-
tance highway cruiser and an
urban commuter, it makes more
sense than the Creta even before
you compare the prices. Same
engines, same transmissions, same
everything. But the Creta is
Hyundai’s money-maker. 

But then again, who am I to
question what people like to
buy? In times as rough as these
for the automotive industry,
whatever sells is a good thing. But
may be it is time that people who
buy cars begin to realise that
SUVs are not really all that
they’re hyped up to be.
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Riyad Mahrez and Sadio
Mane will renew their
Premier League rivalry

for a second time in Egypt,
with Africa Cup of Nations
immortality awaiting the vic-
tor of Friday’s final between
Algeria and Senegal.

Algerian star Mahrez was
part of the Manchester City
team that edged out Mane’s
Liverpool for the English title
last season, grabbing a pivotal
goal on the final day of the
campaign.

Liverpool standout Mane,

however, is attempting to ful-
fil his “wildest dream” as one
of just a handful of Africans to
win both the UEFA
Champions League and Cup
of Nations.

For the marquee name in
a Senegalese side ranked top
of the continent, and a sur-
prising 46 places above
Algeria, the ride to the final
for Mane and the Teranga
Lions has encountered its
share of roadbumps.

Two missed Mane spot-
kicks, a group stage loss to
Algeria, and the loss of goal-

keeper Edouard Mendy to a
broken finger have tested
Senegal's resolve in their quest
for the Holy Grail of African
football.

Coach Aliou Cisse is on a
mission for personal redemp-
tion. He was the skipper of the
side beaten on penalties in the
2002 final, with his missed
kick handing the title to
Cameroon.

“Having lost that final, I
still have it on my mind,” said
former Paris Saint-Germain
and Birmingham City mid-
fielder Cisse.

“What motivated me to
become a coach was to be able
to take Senegal to the final.
My players told me they
would do better than my gen-
eration.”

A maiden Cup of Nations
for his country is a prize for
which Mane readily admitted
he would trade in last month’s
Champions League title.

“I’m ready to even swap a
Champions League for a Cup
of Nations. Going to Dakar
with the trophy would be
extraordinary. It would be my
wildest dream,” Mane told

France Football ahead of the
competition.

Standing in the way, how-
ever, is an Algerian outfit that
has undergone a remarkable
transformation since the
arrival of Djamel Belmadi as
coach a year ago.

The Desert Foxes failed
miserably in World Cup qual-
ifying, but the steely Belmadi
has healed divisions in the
squad to lead them to the
brink of a first Cup of Nations
triumph since 1990.
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“To the Algerian people, I

want to say I’m not a politi-
cian, not a miracle worker or
a wizard, but that we will fight
like we have fought to this
point,” Belmadi said after the
semi-final win over Nigeria.

Algeria are the leading
scorers in Egypt with 12 goals,
including Mahrez’s spectacu-
lar last-gasp free-kick against
Nigeria, and haven’t trailed at
all in the tournament.

“Algeria are so well organ-
ised,  so compact,  so
‘Guardiolaesque’ in the way
they recover the ball,” opined
experienced international
coach Claude Le Roy.

“Perhaps it is the influence
of Mahrez.”

The Algeria captain has
been in fine form for his
country here, brimming with
confidence after helping City
to the domestic treble.

“We are very happy to be
in the final of the Africa Cup
of Nations because it is some-
thing very special,” said
Mahrez.

“It was our goal to do it for
the people and for our fami-
lies. We know they are behind
us all the way. It’s my dream
to win the Cup of Nations.”

“It’s going to be another
battle against Senegal,” he
added.

“We’ve been very good in
this competit ion. The
(Nigeria) match has given us
more confidence for the final
and we’re capable of winning
it.”

Their hopes will boosted
by the absence of Senegal’s
defensive rock Kalidou
Koulibaly, whose yellow card
in the semi-final victory over
Tunisia cruelly ruled the
Napoli star out of the final.

“It hurts to not be able to
play. But I will be beside my
brothers to write history,”
tweeted Koulibaly, the corner-
stone of a defence breached
just once so far.

�)�	� 98��3�448�

Young striker Edward Nketiah
scored the winner just two min-

utes from time as a youthful Arsenal
side beat Bayern Munich 2-1 in a
pre-season friendly in California on
Wednesday.

The Gunners finished off a rapid
passing sequence in the 88th minute
that culminated with teenager
Tyreece John-Jules slipping the ball
to the 20-year-old Nketiah who
scored via his knee.

Arsenal won their second
straight game on their US tour, but
the Bundesliga champions gave them
a stiffer test than the Major Soccer
League's Colorado Rapids who they
routed 3-0 on Monday.

The fifth-placed finishers in the
English Premier League last year
opened the scoring courtesy of a 49th
minute own goal in a front of a crowd
of 26,700 in Carson. Louis Poznanski
failed to deal with a ball on the far
side of the box and in trying to clear

ended up kicking into his own net.
Robert Lewandowski equalised

with a superb header in the 71st
minute for Bayern, who completed
the German double last season.

Former Arsenal midfielder Serge
Gnabry sent a high ball into the box
and Lewandowski leapt highest to
redirect into the top corner to make
it 1-1.

Unai Emery’s side came through
their second fixture in America in
good form, despite the saga sur-
rounding unsettled captain Laurent
Koscielny who decided to boycott
their US tour to try to force a trans-
fer.

Thomas Mueller had the best
chance for a wasteful Bayern but his
first-half effort was kept out in spec-
tacular style by Arsenal goalkeeper
Bernd Leno.

David Alaba crossed the ball to
the centre of the box where the
charging Mueller split the defence to
shoot but Leno kicked out his right
leg to make a stunning save.
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Stop fighting children, I am
ready for a bout,” Indian

boxing ace Vijender Singh, fresh
from his 11th straight pro win,
challenged British star Amir
Khan here on Thursday.

Khan, the British boxer of
Pakistan origin, has expressed a
desire to lock horns with
Olympic Bronze-medallist
Vijender a number of times but
the bout has not materialised yet.

During the announcement
of his last bout, Khan had also
claimed that Vijender was scared
of him. Replying to his chal-
lenge, the Haryana-boxer said it
was Khan who picked juniors to
fight against.

“I am ready to fight with
Amir. He picked a junior boxer
to fight. Neeraj Goyat is way
junior to me. I had said before
and I am saying it again I am
ready to fight whenever he tells
me to. He should stop fighting
kids,” Vijender said on the side-
lines of a felicitation event organ-
ised by Platinum Heavy Duty

Cement.
A bout between the two

prolific boxers may, however, be
a long shot as Khan competes in
the welterweight category
(63.5kg-66.7kg) while Vijender
contests in the super mid-
dleweight division (73kg-76kg)
but the Indian was quick to
come up with a solution for the
problem.

“I can reduce my weight a
little and he can increase it and
we can agree on a mid point. He
has done it before.”

Vijender, who is still unbeat-
en in the professional arena, pre-
vailed in his US debut against
Mike Snider with a Technical
Knockout to notch his 11th
consecutive victory in the circuit.

Talking about his US debut
and the bout, Vijender said
America is the Mecca of boxing.

“America is so big, every
opponent has some strength.
They say everything starts and
ends from the US. One of the
best boxers work there.

“I had no idea about Mike
before the bout. On the last day,

my coach showed a video of him
and how he fights. Earlier, I felt
he is not such a good boxer but
when his first punch connected
me, I was shaken I felt yes now
I am in the league.”

Talking about his future
plans, Vijender said his team is
working on scheduling two
bouts in the next 6-7 months
where he might get a shot at
prestigious titles.

“We plan to have two more
fights. One around October-
September and next in January-
February. We are trying to work
around the venue and opponent.
The top boxers in US have a
busy schedule,” he said.

“America is a very mature
market in boxing. Now the
fights are going to get tougher
and bigger. International or
intercontinental titles might be
coming up in 2020,” Vijender’s
promoter Neerav Tomar said.

Asked if he regrets his tryst
with politics owing to the loss
from Delhi’s South Delhi con-
stituency in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions earlier this year, the multi-

faceted boxer said he is open to
accepting all opportunities life
provides him.

“Galat faisale ko bhi jo sahi
karde usko Vijender Singh kehte
hain,” he said.

“I never say no to any-
thing. Life teaches you some-
thing everyday. I saw it as an
opportunity to work for the peo-
ple. I am thinking I will go to the
moon, I never say no to any-
thing. But I will never leave box-
ing because this is my identity.”

The boxer also spoke about
starting his own Boxing Club.

“I want boxing to become
popular in the entire country so
I am going to start a ‘Boxing Club
by Vijender Singh’. The youth
gets easily distracted by drugs,
crime etc so I think this is the
right way to keep them on
track.

“We will be starting from
Delhi where there will be 150
young boxers and we will teach
them the sport and provide all
the equipment. I will visit the
club once a month,” Vijender
said. 
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Pistol ace Heena Sidhu on Thursday
said India is a "big" enough nation

to put up a "united front" against the
2022 Commonwealth Games organ-
isers' move to exclude shooting from
its roster.

The Indian Olympic Association
(IOA) last month threatened to boy-
cott the 2022 CWG in Birmingham if
shooting is not included, something
the National Rifle Association of
India (NRAI) also talked about last
year.

Heena though added that nothing
should be done at the cost of athletes'
participation.

Asked if pulling out is an option,
she said, "I think it has happened
before. We have backed out in the
past. India is a big nation and we can
throw our weight behind this," she
said.

"Other sportspersons should not
suffer. They need to participate, but
at the same time, I think we should
put up an united front," Heena said.

She disagreed with the organising
committee's decision and expressed
concerns over the sport's future due
to lack of interest among people.

Heena, the first pistol shooter
from India to win a gold medal in
World Cup Finals, though called
shooting a "flourishing sport" in the
country.

Birmingham, in the United
Kingdom, will be hosting the 2022
edition of the Commonwealth Games.

"It's not right. The reasons they
gave, of not having legacy in shoot-
ing and problems with range, are not
convincing," Heena said.

"They (local organising commit-
tee) could have build a makeshift
range.

"Shooting has not been consid-
ered and women's T20 cricket is
there. This, they said, was done
keeping in mind gender equality.
Then why not men's cricket also," she
asked.

She is relieved that the sport is

part of the Olympic programme at
least till the 2028 Games in Los
Angeles.

"The ISSF (International Shooting
Sport Federation) and NRAI
(National Rifle Association of India)
is making a lot of effort for the sport's
sustenance.

"The ISSF, NRAI, IOA (Indian
Olympic Association) and the min-
istry also tried hard (to ensure shoot-
ing's presence at 2022 CWG), but I
don't think the decision will be
changed now," Heena said.

Asked what makes her worry, the
29-year-old said, "One, there is not
enough spectators in a lot of coun-
tries. And in the time, people prob-
ably prefer to avoid dealing with guns
and ammunition because of the for-
malities and protocols involved."

She meant that the world is not
the most safest place at the moment,
and a person flying with guns and
ammunition is not a great sight for
fellow passengers at airports.

Winner of multiple Gold medal-
lists at various international tourna-
ments, Heena is glad to be nominat-
ed for the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
Award.

"This is a very good news. I have
proved myself in all these years.  I am
thankful to the NRAI for nominating
me," she said.

Currently enjoying a break after
a rigorous training and tournament
schedule, Heena said she will come
back fresh, as she renews her quest to
secure a quota place for the 2020
Tokyo Olympic Games. 
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Men’s captain Manpreet
Singh on Thursday said

the next three months will be
crucial for Indian hockey
ahead of the final round of
Tokyo Olympic Qualifiers in
November.

“The next three months
are critical for us and whatev-
er we are doing is with focus
on sealing our Olympic
Qualification in November,”
Manpreet said on the sidelines
of the on-going national
camp.

The team will first travel
to Japan for the Olympic test
event starting August 17
where India will play against
New Zealand, Malaysia and
hosts Japan followed by the
tour of world champion
Belgium in September.

“Our main priority right
now is to qualify for the
Olympics but at the same
time we don’t want to come
under pressure and be worried
about who our opponent is
going to be. Our focus right
now is to work on our short-
comings and improve collec-
tively as a team.”

Manpreet also said new
coach Graham Reid has a
good understanding of Indian
hockey and continues to
encourage India’s counter-
attacking play.

“The good thing working
under Graham Reid is that he
has closely followed India’s
performance over the years
and he understands our game
well so in that sense he isn't
changing our style.

“He continues to rein-
force that our attack and
counter-attacks are our biggest
strengths but the focus of our

training is to ensure we are
defending and finishing well
with continued emphasis on
speed and fitness,” Manpreet
said.

Though the team has been
marred with injuries including
experienced midfielder
Chinglensana Singh’s ankle
fracture,  for ward Lalit
Upadhyay’s back strain,
Manpreet believes there are
enough options in the core
group who can soak up the
pressure of international
hockey.

“These players are missed
in the team and we are hope-
ful they will be fully fit by the
Olympic qualifiers.” 
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New Zealand pacer Trent
Boult’s plans of getting

over the gut-wrenching World
Cup loss to England include
walking his dog along the
beach but he concedes that
losing the trophy on bound-
ary-count will be hard to
swallow for at least a couple of
years.

Boult, who claimed 17
wickets in the showpiece and
was among the star perform-
ers for the runner-ups, land-
ed back in the country amid
questions on how the Black
Caps are coping after losing
their second successive World
Cup final.

"Well, I'm gonna go home
for the first time in about four
months. Probably gonna walk
my dog along the beach and
try and put it aside. I'm sure
he won't be too angry at me,"
Boult told reporters.

"...It's not gonna be some-
thing that disappears in the
next couple of days. It's prob-
ably something that's gonna
be hard to swallow for the
next couple of years," he said.

In the pulsating match
on Sunday, being called the
greatest World Cup final by
many, the Kiwis tied the reg-
ulation 50 overs and the super
over but went down on infe-
rior boundary count.

Boult said he has been
struggling to forget the 49th
over in which he took a catch
of Ben Stokes off Jimmy
Neesham but ended up step-
ping on the boundary to let
the advantage slip.

"I suppose it's just natur-
al to nitpick and pull apart a
game like that," he said.

"...You just wonder those
little kind of things that went
your way, or didn't go your
way or whatever, it could've
been a totally different game.
Yeah, of course, I'm living the
last over throughout my mind
a lot.

"Somehow we were hit
for six along the ground
which has never been hap-
pened before. And then, yeah,
couple of run outs, to bowl
them out and to see the scores
level and to lose was a pretty
unique situation," he recalled.

Does he feel cheated? The
answer is a firm "no."

Asked if he would he do
anything differently, Boult
said he doesn't envision
another team coming as close
to winning or losing the Cup
like his side did.

"It was an amazing stage
to be on. Obviously saw what
it meant for the Englishmen to
get across the line. It could
have been us. Unfortunately it
wasn't. No one is probably
going to get closer to winning
the World Cup or losing the
World Cup as us," said the 29-
year-old.

Exuding humility like his
captain Kane Williamson,
Boult said he felt apologetic
towards fans who were root-
ing for the quintessential "nice
guys" of the game.

"You see a lot of disap-
pointment in cricketing fans
around the world, not just
Kiwis but a lot of supporters
that wanted us to win. It's a
shame to let everyone down
really.

"It's hard to know that
after playing 15 hours… A lot
of Kiwis out there were saying
'we felt for you' kind of thing.
Yeah don't really know too
much more to say really.
Obviously we're all hurting
and yeah sorry for letting
everyone down," he said.

Recalling the 2015 final,
in which the Black Caps were
outplayed by Australia, Boult
that loss hurts less compared
to the heartbreak at Lord's.

"Yeah, the final in 2015
was a no show in my opinion.
We were outplayed from
kinda the first couple of overs.
Definitely didn't hurt as much
as the other day did," he said.
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Aliganj Sporting blanked Vijay Club 2-0 in aleague match

of District Football League at Chowk Stadium on Thursday.
Mayank and Azhar scored a goal each in the 6th and 29th minute
respectively. In another match, Unique Club beat Red Star 1-0.
In the league played at La Martiniere ground, Brayen XI FC
defeated BR Das FC 4-0 while Real Mart pipped NC FC 2-0.
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Shashank Sharma’s five-wicket haul helped Shakumbari

Cricket Club beat Jubilee Cricket Academy by 67 runs in aleague
match of U13 Shammin Raza Memorial Cricket Tournament at
Chowk Stadium on Thursday.
BRIEF SCORES:
SCC: 141 (Shivanshu Sharma 64, Darsh Sharma 17;  Karan Sahu
20/3, Nikhil Kanchan 22/1)
JCA: 74 (Amit Singh 16, Nikhil Kanchan 10, Ayush Srivastav
11; Shashank Sharma 10/5, Aryan Kashyap 25/1).
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The Indian men’s and women’s
teams sailed into the semifinals of

the 21st Commonwealth Table Tennis
Championships after convincing vic-
tories over their respective opponents,
here on Thursday.

The Indian women’s team defeat-
ed Wales, Malaysia and Nigeria by
identical 3-0 margin to enter the last-
four from Group F of the Super Eight
round.

The Indian men too have entered
the semifinals after defeating Sri
Lanka and Malaysia by 3-0 margin.
The Indian male paddlers, however,
have a formality to complete as they
play their last Group F match against
Wales.

Anthony Amalraj had an easy
outing against Sri Lankan Krishan
Wickramaratha, cleaning him up
with a 3-0 verdict in the opener. He
struggled a bit against Malaysian
Feng Chee Leong but the Indian over-
came the initial hiccups to beat him
3-1.

G Sathiyan and Manav Thakkar
competed against Sri Lanka while
Achanta Sharath Kamal and Harmeet
Desai were pitted against Malaysia.

India’s coaches Australian Brett
Clarke and Soumyadeep Roy gave
ample opportunities to all the players
before Friday’s semifinal and finals.

In the women’s team, Archana
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Dutch central defender
Matthijs de Ligt, one of the

most coveted young players in
world football, signed on
Thursday for Juventus from Ajax
for a fee of 75 million euros ($84.2
million) plus add ons.

The 19-year-old agreed a
five-year contract with the Italian
champions.

Juventus said in a statement
the fee would be paid over five
financial years, with “additional
costs” of 10.5 million euros.

The combined fee makes De
Ligt the world's most expensive
defender, surpassing the 84 mil-
lion euros Liverpool paid to sign
his Netherlands teammate Virgil
Van Dijk from Southampton in
2018.

De Ligt is Juventus’ third
most expensive signing after the
105 million euros they paid to buy

Cristiano Ronaldo from Real
Madrid in 2018 and the 90-mil-
lion-euro transfer of Gonzalo
Higuain from Napoli in 2016.

De Ligt had also been linked
with Manchester United,
Barcelona and Paris Saint-
Germain after his impressive
performances for a young Ajax
side that reached the Champions
League semi-finals last season.

His Ajax teammate, 22-year-
old midfielder Frenkie de Jong,
has already joined Barcelona.

In a deal hammered out by
his powerful Italian-born Dutch
agent Mino Raiola, De Ligt will
earn a basic annual salary of 7.5
million euros that could reach 12
million euros with bonuses,
according to reports in Italy.

“The sporting project proved
decisive” in De Ligt’s decision to
choose Juventus. “For a defend-
er, Italy is always an ideal place.”
The Turin-based club, now

coached by former Chelsea men-
tor Maurizio Sarri, were keen to
bring new blood into an ageing
defence that features 34-year-old
Giorgio Chiellini and Leonardo
Bonucci, 32.

De Ligt played 117 games for
Ajax in all competitions, scoring
13 goals. He scored the winner in
Turin as Ajax eliminated Juventus
in the Champions League quar-
ter-finals.

De Ligt has played 17 times
for the Netherlands, forming a
formidable central defensive part-
nership with Van Dijk.

He took over the captain’s
armband at Ajax in March 2018,
making him the club’s youngest
ever captain.

De Ligt said Ronaldo had
urged him to join Juventus after
the two faced each other for
their countries in the Nations
League final in June won by
Portugal.

Netherlands coach Ronald
Koeman says De Ligt “will
become one of the best defend-
ers in the world in a short time”.

De Ligt is the latest big-
money summer transfer follow-
ing the 120-million-euro deal
that took France striker Antoine
Griezmann from Atletico Madrid
to Barcelona and the 126 million
euros that Atletico splashed out
on 19-year-old forward Joao Felix
from Benfica.

After a disappointing 2018-
2019 season, Real Madrid have
strengthened with the acquisition
of Belgian playmaker Eden
Hazard from Chelsea for an ini-
tial 100 million euros, with anoth-
er 34 million euros in potential
add-ons.

Premier League champions
Manchester City bought Spain
international Rodri for a club
record 70 million euros (£63
million).
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Top Indian shuttler P
V Sindhu fought hard

to progress to the
women’s singles quarter-
finals but it was curtains
for Kidambi Srikanth in
the men’s singles event of
the Indonesia Open, here
on Thursday.

Sindhu, seeded fifth,
had to dig deep into her
reservoir of experience as
she slugged it out for 62
minutes to beat unseed-
ed Mia Blichfeldt of
Denmark 21-14, 17-21,
21-11 in a second-round
encounter.

But later in the day,
eight seed Srikanth was
stunned by NG Ka Long
Angus of Hong Kong 17-
21, 19-21 in a 39-minute
second round contest.

Sindhu recorded her
third win over the world
No 13 Dane this year. The
Indian had earlier defeat-
ed Blichfeldt in straight
games in the Indian
Open and the Singapore
Open.

Sindhu will next face
third seeded Japanese
Nozomi Okuhara in the
last-eight round of the
BWF World Tour Super
1000 tournament.

The start was far
from impressive for
Sindhu as Blichfeldt took
a 6-3 lead before the
Indian got her act togeth-
er to draw level.

From that point,
Sindhu raised her game
gradually and relied on
her long reach and

smashes to pocket the
first game 21-14.

The second game
witnessed a tough fight
between the two shuttlers
but Blichfeldt made a
strong comeback to take
a 9-5 and then a 10-7
lead.

Sindhu then pocket-
ed three straight points to
level the scores at 10-10.

But the Dane meant
business as she took full
advantage of the Indian's
unforced errors to clinch
the second game and
draw parity in the match.

The decider, howev-
er, turned out to be a one-
sided affair as Sindhu got
her composure back and
ran away with the game
after some initial resis-
tance from Blichfeldt.

However, it was cur-
tains for India in the
men’s doubles event after
the pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty lost 15-21, 14-21 to
top-seeded local hopes
Marcus Fernaldi Gideon
and Kevin Sanjaya
Sukamuljo in the second
round

It was disappoint-
ment for India in the
mixed doubles as well
after the pair of Pranaav
Jerry Chopra and N Sikki
Reddy lost 14-21, 11-21
to top seeds Zheng Si Wei
and Huang Ya Qiong of
China. 

����	����(&�

Olympic Gold medallist Carolina Marin
has said that she does not know if she

will participate in the upcoming bad-
minton World Cup in Switzerland in
August.

The Spaniard said that her goal, after
recovering from a knee injury, is to win the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, reports Efe
news. 

“I still cannot say whether I'm going
to the World Cup or not, as long as we do
not get close to the date, I cannot say any-
thing,” she added on Wednesday at the
National Sports Council in Madrid.

“Our goal is the Tokyo Olympics, so
we do not want to take any risks going to
the World Cup or not. 

“If we go, we will be there giving every-
thing and if not, then we will start the tour-
naments circuit in September.”

Marin had ruptured the anterior cru-
ciate ligament in her right knee while com-
peting in the Indonesian Masters final on
January 26 and has since been sidelined
from competition.

She is optimistic about her recovery,
and said: “I find myself with very good sen-
sations, I am going through this period very
quickly because the knee is responding very
well, the requirement in training day by day
is increasing so I am very happy.”
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The national selection
panel’s meeting to pick
squads for the West

Indies tour has been pushed to
Sunday amid intense focus
on skipper Virat Kohli’s avail-
ability and veteran Mahendra
Singh Dhoni’s future.

The meeting was sched-
uled for Friday but was post-
poned following Committee of
Administrators’ (CoA) direc-
tive that the chairman of the
panel, instead of BCCI secre-
tary, will convene it.

“There are some legal
modalities that need to be
followed due to the rule
change and it took some time.
Also the BCCI’s cricket oper-
ations team needs to apprise
the chairman of the availabil-
ity of the captain for the meet-
ing. The fitness reports of the
players will be available on
Saturday evening,” a senior
BCCI functionary said.

The 38-year old Dhoni,
whose finishing abilities with
the bat has been on the wane,
would be the centre of discus-
sion amid speculation that
the Jharkhand player is con-
templating retirement even
though he hasn’t spoken about
it till now.

Dhoni’s selection or omis-
sion would be an indicator of
things to come in the future.
India are set to play T20s, as
many ODIs and two Tests in a
full-f ledged tour to the
Caribbean islands, starting
August 3.

Considering next year’s
T20 World Cup to be held in
Australia, the selectors might
opt for the young Rishabh
Pant, who is seen as heir
apparent to Dhoni.

Dhoni was dropped from
the T20 series against West
Indies and Australia last
October and there is a strong
chance that he won't be
included this time around too.

Pant was recently called up
as replacement for an injured
opener Shikhar Dhawan in the
World Cup, from where India
were ousted in the semifinal

stage.
Another issue that would

surely be debated is the avail-
ability of Kohli, who has been
on the road for a while.

There is a school of
thought that the skipper could
be rested considering the long
domestic season ahead, which
begins in September, and in
this scenario Rohit Sharma
could be handed captaincy
for the shorter formats.

However, with the two
Tests being part of the ICC
Test Championship, Kohli
could be included in the Test
squad. A
s i m i l a r
approach
could be
taken for

pacer Jasprit
Bumrah.

The MSK Prasad-led
panel would also work on
restructuring the middle-
order as it was one of the pri-
mary reasons for India’s exit
from the World Cup semi-
final. Stabilising the number
four spot is the need of the
hour going ahead.

It is expected that picking
the middle-order could lead to
the biggest debate as the panel
has a few choices among
Karnataka’s Mayank Agarwal
and Manish Pandey and
Mumbai’s Shreyas Iyer, who
has been knocking the doors
after scoring heavily in
domestic cricket.

Pandey scored a match-
winning 100 for India A
against the West Indies A in
an unofficial third ODI and
after Ambati Rayudu’s sudden
retirement and Vijay Shankar’s
failure to nail the number
four spot, the focus will be on
the trio.

Also, the selectors may
consider the talented young
Punjab batsman Shubhman
Gill and Mumbai’s Prithvi
Shaw. But Shaw’s hip injury
could come in the way of him
being considered.

A determined Gill has
been among the runs in the
West Indies tour for India A.
Gill and Shreyas could make

the cut.
It could also be end of the

road for the experienced
Dinesh Karthik and
Maharashtra al l-rounder
Kedar Jadhav, who failed to
perform in the World Cup.

If Dhawan, who was ruled
out of the World Cup owing to
a thumb fracture, is deemed
fit, he would, in all probabil-
ity, open with Rohit.

Other regulars, including
K L Rahul, Hardik Pandya,
Kuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra
Chahal, could retain their
places in the limited-overs
squads.

Teenage leg-spinner Rahul
Chahar could be among the
rookies who are at least dis-
cussed given the good run he
is having with the A team in
the West Indies right now. The
19-year-old is a cousin of
Deepak Chahar, a fairly estab-
lished first-class name who
has played an ODI and a T20
for India.

Among the new faces,
Delhi speedster Navdeep Saini
could make the team as he has
impressed in the ongoing
India A tour of West Indies
and even picked a fifer.

The selectors could also
look at the likes of Khaleel
Ahmed, Deepak Chahar, and
Avesh Khan apart from regu-
lar pacers Mohammed Shami
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
who could be retained.

Khaleel being a left-arm
pacer adds variety to the
attack.

The choice of wicket-keep-
ers for the Tests would be
watched with interest as Pant
did the job in the last series
India played in Australia.

With a f it-again
Wriddiman Saha, who is con-
sidered the best in the country,
it remains to be seen if the
selectors bring him back or
look to the future in Pant.

The T20 Internationals are
scheduled from August 3 to 6,
while the ODIs will take place
from August 8 to 14. The two-
Test series will be played from
August 22 to September 3. 
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Sam Curran believes England’s
historic World Cup triumph

will inspire the Ashes team as
attention turns towards their
attempt to regain the urn.

Sunday's dramatic end to
the 50-over tournament has
overshadowed the build-up to
the five-Test showdown against
Australia, which gets under way
on August 1 at Edgbaston.

Curran feels the Ashes
remains the pinnacle of the
cricketing calendar but said the
Test team would be galvanised
by the World Cup, irrespective
of whether they featured or not
in the one-day triumph.

“I don’t think I'm alone in
saying that it’s probably the
greatest cricket match ever and
for that to be the World Cup
final was incredible,” said the 21-
year-old all-rounder. 

"That will provide a buzz for
everyone across English cricket
going into the Ashes.

"Days like Sunday get every-
one, whether they were involved
or not, more excited and desper-
ate to do well so I'm sure it will
rub off as we head into the Test
part of the summer.

"The Ashes are the biggest
thing you can play in as an
England cricketer, that's what
I've always felt. Hopefully we can

be lifting the urn at the Oval in
September." 

Curran, whose older broth-
er Tom was an unused squad
member during the World Cup,
has been drafted into England's
groups for the one-off Test
against Ireland next week and a
pre-Ashes training camp.

The left armer was England
Lions' standout performer
against an Australian XI earlier
this week, taking six for 95 and
contributing a pair of half-cen-
turies in a drawn first-class
match at Canterbury.

Curran enjoyed a break-
through summer last year, being
named England player of the
Test series against India after star
contributions with both bat and
ball, leading to a bumper pay day
in the Indian Premier League. 
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was the common factor in all the
three matches while the two coach-
es rotated other players, including
Manika Batra, Madhurika Patkar,
Sutirtha Mukherjee and Ayhika
Mukherjee.

Besides India, England men
and women, too, made it to the
semifinals by notching up two wins
each.

England men beat Singapore 3-
2 and Australia 3-1. The women, on
the other hand, beat Australia 3-1
and then trounced Sri Lanka 3-0.

Meanwhile, Sathiyan, Manika
are rated as top seeds in the individ-
ual events.

But only one of the two Indians
in men's singles fray, Sathiyan and
Manav Thakkar, would progress to
the medal round as they were drawn
in the same quarter.

The other three Indians were
lucky to find themselves evenly dis-
tributed into the other quarters.

All the Indian male players
were among the top eight seeds
(based on their ITTF July ranking),
while only three women — Manika,
Archana and Patkar — were seed-
ed and got first-round byes in the
main draw.

The remaining two — Sutirtha
and Ayhika — will have to make it
to the main draw through qualifiers.
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