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The junior doctors of West
Bengal on Monday called

off their week-long strike fol-
lowing a “fruitful discussion”
with Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, who accepted all
their demands, including strin-
gent action against perpetrators
of crimes against on-duty
medicos.

“We are satisfied with the
talks being held in an extreme-
ly cordial atmosphere,” said
one of the 31 delegates of doc-
tors from all over Bengal who
were escorted by a Government
vehicle to the State secretariat
Nabanna, where the Chief
Minister met them for more
than an hour and a half.

“This discussion was very
fruitful as both the sides reci-
procated to each other’s views
in a very positive manner,” the
Chief Minister said, adding, she
was “grateful to the doctors as
they responded to my call for
discussion and came all the way
to Nabanna. The talks with
them were constructive and I
hope the doctors will go back
and announce their withdraw-
al of strike as we have accept-
ed all their demands.”

Drawing a loud applause
from the doctors’ delegation,
the Chief Minister further said,
“These are like our children. It
is their right to make justified
demands and the Government
will always stand by them,
including in their times of dis-
tress, as they are serving the
society against all odds.”

Hours later the doctors
formally told reporters at Nil
Ratan Sarkar Medical College
and Hospital (NRSMCH) that
they are ending the strike and
“will join our work as soon as
possible,” adding “we are now
convinced that the Chief
Minister will take action if any
doctor is assaulted in future.”

One of their representatives
iterated, “No doctor or nobody
from any profession can be

assaulted physically or verbal-
ly. We assume after our con-
versation with the Chief
Minister that the State will
have zero tolerance against
assault on doctors. This has to
be remembered by the entire
population not only of Bengal
but the entire country. If there
is violence then that will come
with consequences. The Chief
Minister has told us that there
will be stringent legal action

against the assaulters.”
In a remarkable display of

diplomatic skills, Mamata
turned the situation in her
favour yielding to the doctors’
demand for a live coverage of
her meeting with them. The
doctors initially wanted her to
visit the epicentre of the move-
ment at the NRS Medical
College and Hospital but sub-
sequently conceded to the
Chief Minister’s conditions that

the meeting be held at
Nabanna. 

The doctors, however, said
they would go to the secretari-
at only if the meeting was
shown live on television.

Her stance was a climb-
down from her Thursday’s
position when she told a large
gathering of striking doctors at
the SSKM Hospital to join
duty in four hours or face con-
sequences. She subsequently
held out threats of invoking
Essential Services Maintenance
Act (ESMA) and cited how the
State Governments of Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Haryana, J&K, and
Tamil Nadu had taken strin-
gent actions against striking
doctors.

Fresh from an unimpres-
sive show in the parliamentary
elections and under pressure
from all quarters to stand by
the doctors, Mamata invited
the doctors to a meeting where
she was accompanied among
others by Minister of State for
Health Chandrima
Bhattacharya, Chief Secretary
Malay De, Principal Secretary
Health Rajiv Sinha, State DGP
Virendra, Kolkata
Commissioner of Police Anuj
Sharma and others.

Deliberating on the 12-
point demand of the doctors
the CM said the Government
would forward allow only two
persons to go inside the
Emergency enclosure, tighten
security network, make a pro-
vision for public relation offi-
cials to handle the patients’
party more effectively.
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The sinister design of terror-
ists to enact the February 14

like Pulwama terror attack on
Monday evening in Arihal area
of Pulwama by triggering an
IED blast on a patrol party of
44 Rashtriya Rifles was foiled
and damage minimised due to
the alertness of the security
forces and the troops travelling
in the hardened ALS (a fortified
truck).

However, in another inci-
dent earlier, an Army Major
was martyred and a terrorist
killed, while another 
officer and two troopers were
injured on Monday in an
encounter between security
forces and the ultras in Jammu
& Kashmir’s Anantnag dis-
trict, officials said.

An intelligence report
about terrorists’ attempt to use
an IED blast on a Army convoy
in South Kashmir districts and
subsequent alertness obiviated
the crisis. 

Terrorists had used a sim-
ilar strategy while targeting a
CRPF convoy on the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway on

February 14 in which 40 para-
military troopers were killed. 

The area, where Army
vehicle was targeted by the ter-
rorists was roughly 25  kms
away from the site of the
Pulwama terror attack. A
Ministry of Defence spokesper-
son in Srinagar claimed a
“failed” attempt was made to
attack a mobile vehicle patrol
in the general area of Arihal in
Pulwama. 

He said, “All troops are safe
with minor injuries”.

Police spokesperson in
Srinagar said, “Six Armymen
have sustained injuries in the
terror incident while two civil-

ians also sustained injuries due
to powerful explosion”. “The
entire area has been cordoned
off and search in the area is
going on,” he added.

In another anti-terrorist
operation, a Major of the
Indian Army on Monday
attained martyrdom in Badura
area of Anantnag while one ter-
rorist, believed to be a foreign
national, was neutralised dur-
ing the day-long operation. 

Police spokeperson in
Srinagar said, “During a search
and cordon operation by the
joint forces at Badura in
Achabal area of Anantnag, ter-
rorist fired on the search party.”
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As the medical fraternity’s
nationwide strike hit

healthcare services and left
patients and their relatives
high and dry across States, the
Supreme Court on Monday
said it will hear on Tuesday a
plea seeking safety and securi-
ty of doctors in Government
hospitals in the country. 

The Indian Medical
Association (IMA), the apex
body of medical practitioners,
had called for a three-day
nationwide strike in protest
against the assault on doctors
in West Bengal allegedly by the
relatives of a patient who died
on June 10 at NRS Medical
College Hospital in Kolkata. 

A large number of patients
and their relatives, caught
unaware of the strike, were seen
waiting outside various hospi-
tals, appealing to authorities for
help. In many Government
and private hospitals across the
country, out-patient depart-
ments (OPDs) remained closed
and scheduled surgeries were
postponed. However, emer-
gency services remained oper-
ational.

Amid protests, Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan on
Monday said the Union
Government will “revisit” the
issue of drafting a Central law
regarding the safety of medicos

at healthcare facilities.
For its part, a vacation

Bench of Justices Deepak
Gupta and Surya Kant of the
SC agreed to list the matter for
Tuesday after the counsel for
the petitioner, advocate Alakh
Alok Srivastava, sought urgent
hearing.

The petition has also
sought directions to the Union
Ministries of home affairs and
health and the West Bengal
Government to depute
Government-appointed secu-

rity personnel at all State-run
hospitals to ensure safety and
security of doctors.

Due to the protests, health-
care services have been badly
disrupted and many people are
dying because of absence of
doctors, the plea said. 

It also sought directions to
the Bengal Government to
take the strictest legal and
penal action against those who
assaulted junior doctors at
NRS Medical College Hospital
in Kolkata.
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With the pilgrim city of
Puri slowly gaining

momentum ahead of the annu-
al RathYatra scheduled on July
4, the Lion’s Gate of the
Jaganath Temple on Monday
drew huge footfalls to watch the
Hati Besha (Jumbo Attire) of
the Trinity on the holy Snana
Mandap (bathing platform). 

As per a rough estimate,
over a lakh pilgrims witnessed
the Hati-Besha of Lord
Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra
and Devi Subhadra on the aus-
pious occasion of the
SnanaPurnima. Almost all
devotees paid a holy dip in
Mahodadhi (sea) before enter-
ing the Shreemandir.

After leaving
Ratnasinghashan (bejeweled
throne), the deities were seat-
ed on the Snana Mandap and
bathed with 108 pots of water
drawn from Sunakua (golden
well) situated in the temple

premises. The water mixed
with scented ingredients and
herbs was poured on deities.
Servitors then decorated the
divine siblings with crowns
and various attires to look like
three elephants.

Gajapati Dibyasingha Dev,
the principal servitor of the
trinity, conducted Chera

Pahara (sweeping by broom)
on the Mandap. Sankarcharya
Swamy Nischilananda
Saraswati could not have dar-
shan of the Trinity as he is in
bed rest following his knee
surgery. 

Sahana Mela (public dar-
shan) was allowed for hours
when devotees entered the

podium in queues and viewed
the Trinity from a close distant
without touching them. There
was a ban on touching.

The deities were sched-
uled to leave for Anasar Ghar,
a makeshift compartment used
for treatment, where they
would stay for 13 days under
medical supervision.

The festival comes before a
fortnight of the Car Festival. 

For smooth traffic man-
agement and hassle-free dar-
shan of pilgrims, police made
elaborate arrangements along
the Badadanda (Grand Road)
from early morning until deities
quit podium. IG (Central)
Soumendra Priyadarshi led the
security arrangements.

To avert possible terror
threat as the 12 th Century
shrine has already been on
radar of Jehadi radicals, exper-
tise and bomb-detecting
squads were also put in place
and the most parts of city
remained under CCTV sur-
veillance.    
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik paid obeisance to

the presiding deities at 
the Baladevjew Temple in
Kendrapada town on Monday
afternoon.

He offered his prayers to
the deities at the Snana Mandap
(bathing pedestal).

Patnaik announced devel-
opmental projects worth Rs 2
crore that include infrastruc-
tural development of the tem-
ple and its vicinity.

This is Patnaik’s first visit to
Kendrapada district after the
general elections. The visit of
the Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
supremo assumed significance
keeping in view the coming
poll to the Patkura Assembly
constituency necessitated due
to the demise of BJD candidate
Bed Prakash Agrawalla during
the election process in April.

The BJD has fielded
Agrawalla’s widow Sabitri
Agrawalla for the Patkura poll
against Bijay Mohapatra of the
BJP. Sabitri Agrawalla was pre-

sent during the Chief Minister’s
visit to the Baladevjew Temple.

All eyes will be on the poll
outcome as it is heading for a
tough contest.
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Amid rising cases of cyber
crimes in Odisha, the State

police have decided to set up
three more cyber police sta-
tions. The upcoming cyber
police stations are to be set up
in Bhubaneswar, Baleswar and
Jeypore to deal exclusively with
Information Technology (IT)
offences, said DGP Dr RP
Sharma on Monday.

The cyber crime unit in the
State would also be strength-
ened with more personnel
being recruited, Sharma said
while inaugurating a three-
day training programme
organised here by the CID-
Crime Branch and the Unicef.

The cases of cyber crimes
are on the rise in the State over
the last few years. As many as
241 such cases were reported
during the first three months of

2019. In 2018, the State had
recorded around 867 cases. In
contrast, police had registered a
mere 120 cases in 2013, the DGP
informed the training session.

A total of 46 arrests were
made for violation of the Cyber
Act during the first quarter of
2019 while in 2018 the figure
was 256, he added.

“The State police have sent
a proposal to the State
Government for setting up of
cyber police stations in

Bhubaneswar, Baleswar and
Koraput. The Government is
considering the proposal,”
Sharma revealed.

Crime ADG SK Upadhyay
said the training programme is
undertaken to enable the
Inspector and Sub-Inspector-
rank officers to crack the Cyber
Act violation cases with pros-
ecutable evidences. A total of
200 investigating officers are
undergoing training at the
workshop, he added.
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Family members of
Gobardhan Bindhani, who

had died allegedly due to police
excess in the Kodinga police sta-
tion in Nabarangpur district on
Sunday, accepted his body after

intervention of Dabugam MLA
Manohar Randhari on Monday.

Earlier in the day,
Gobardhan’s body had reached
his village in a hearse arranged
by the district administration,
but his relatives refused to
accept it alleging that police
were trying to suppress the cus-
todial death matter. Later, they
accepted the body and con-
ducted the cremation after the
MLA assured them of action
against the accused.

Continued on Page 4
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Hours before the Snana
Purnima rituals of Lord

Jagannath and His siblings on
Monday, the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) rein-
stalled statues of Jay and Vijay
at the Lion’s Gate of the
Shreemandir here late on
Sunday night.

Of the pair of statues, the
idol of Jay had been 
damaged during the Cyclone
Fani on May 3.

The ASI will begin repair of
other parts of the Jagannath
Temple that have been damaged
due to the cyclone from the day
of Rath yatra on July 4. Repair
works of Garbha Griha (sanc-
tum sanctorum), Nata Mandap,
Rosa Ghara (temple kitchen)
and Jagmohan in the temple
will be repaired between July 4
and July 14 (Bahuda Yatra).

Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA) Chief
Administrator Pradipta

Mohapatra had earlier said that
though no crack had been
found on the roof of the Garbha
Griha,  the ASI will carry out an

inspection on the basis of the
complaints by servitors about
seepage of water into the inner-
most chamber during the Fani.
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If live-in-relationship and love
marriage are given the full

sway all over India then within
two decades the caste system
will stand uprooted,
Freethought Party of India (FPI)
general secretary B Ramchandra
CST Voltaire has opined.

Lovers can make India
modern and civilized. They
have the potency to annihilate all
boundaries of caste, creed, sta-
tus, language and nationality.

Parental authority that has
hitherto controlled each and
every marriage must have to go
lock, stock and barrel, said he.

He pointed out that on
June 10, Subhalaxmi Prusty
(19), a +2 Science student of the
Bania community of Rayat
Patna under the Balipatna
police station limits, Khordha
district, eloped with her lover
Sonu Sethi (20) of the SC
Dhoba community from village
Amrutamonahi Patna,

Balipatna.
Next day, Subhalaxmi

Prusty reached AMOFOI with
her lover and formally and
solemnly declared her “Live-in-
Relationship” with her lover
with whom she has been in
deep love since June 15, 2016.
For security reasons, both have
gone underground.

Subhalaxmi had to elope

because her marriage was
reportedly being fixed with a
young man of her parents’
choice belonging to the same
Bania caste. Besides, her parents
as being caste-minded were
totally hostile to the idea of their
only daughter having love
affairs with a Scheduled Caste
young man that too from the
same caste-ridden locality.
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Sir,

Cow attack and stray cattle
menace are witnessed all

around the city of
Bhubaneswar on almost every
road. Road users are at a severe
risk as the animals roam freely.
The civic body, BMC, is high-
ly irresponsible in dealing with
this menace. Cattle owners
hardly care for any threat of
action against them. 

It is obvious that no
Corporator would support
action against the cattle own-
ers and harm their vote bank.
The cattle are harmless as long
as they are calm; but at times,
suddenly start running errati-
cally and attack everyone on
their way.

How long can people suf-
fer this? The civic authorities
need to act against the cattle
owners and impose heavy
penalties on them.
Alternatively, road users should
sue the civic authorities in
case of accidents due to cattle
menace on the roads.

K Ravi, E-237, GGP 
Colony, Bhubaneswar-751025,
Mob: 9437616497
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The recently-released exceptional
results of National Aluminium

Company Ltd (Nalco) and its business
performance over the last four years
have come in for praise from all quar-
ters with CMD Dr Tapan Kumar
Chand being awarded the ‘Global
Indian Business Leader’ for outstand-
ing professional achievements and
inspiring social contributions.

On behalf of Dr Chand, the award
was received by Nalco DGM (Corporate
Communication) Asutosh Rath in New
Delhi. Organised by the Indian
Achievers’ Forum, this award followed

the Dalal Street Journal’s rating of Nalco
as the fastest-growing PSU in last five
years and Dr Chand receiving the Roll
of Honour for leading the company in
growth path and achieving global bench-
mark of the lowest-cost producer of
bauxite and alumina in the world.

Notably, under the stellar leader-
ship of Dr Chand since taking over as
the CMD in July 2015,  the Nalco has
been consistently delivering across all
parameters of production, productiv-
ity and profitability in the last four
years with the company registering its
best performance in a decade by
clocking a whopping Rs 1,732-crore
net profit in 2018-19.

Along with significant achieve-
ments onthe production front, the
Nalco achieved the distinction of
becoming the lowest-cost producer of
alumina in the World, as per the Wood
Mackenzie report, for three consecu-
tive years. Going a step further, the
company has also been ranked as the
lowest-cost \producer of bauxite in the
world for the year 2018-19.

In matters of profitability, the
Nalco is way ahead of its private sec-
tor peers by registering EBIDTA
Margin of 28%. Industry analysts
attribute the company’s splendid per-
formance to the implementation of its
New Business Model since 2016.
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Amajor mishap was averted
when a police bus had a

collision with a private bus
leading to a series of 
crashes near the Janata Maidan
here on Monday.

Fortunately, no casualty was
reported though over 20 persons,
including the drivers of the
police bus and a car, were injured
in the mishap. The injured were
rushed to a hospital.

According to sources, the
police vehicle first collided
with the private bus from the
behind, following which the
bus lost control and hit two cars
in the front of it.
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AMaoist carrying a reward
of Rs 1 lakh on his head

was arrested in Malkangiri on
Sunday in a joint operation by
the BSF and police.

The arrested Red rebel was
Chandra Sisa alias Chandan.

Sources said Chandan was

nabbed following the operation
in the Swabhiman Anchal of
the district.

Malkangiri Superintendent
of Police (SP) Jagmohan Meena
said Chandan, who is a mem-
ber of the Andhra-Odisha
Zonal Board Committee was
forwarded to the court on
Monday.

Earlier on April 27, the
Koraput Police had arrested a
hardcore Maoist Jayram Khila

from Talakandapali village
under the Padua police station
in the district.

Khila was the member of
Nandapur area committee of
the outlawed group, against
whom several criminal cases
including the murder of TDP
MLA from Araku in Andhra
Pradesh are pending.
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The Draft National
Education Policy 2019,

which mentions about some
long-awaited shifts in the edu-
cation sector, is a praiseworthy
document. However, some
inclusions need to be recon-
sidered before it is finalised,
opined civil society leaders at
a consultative workshop held
here on Monday.

The Sustainability
Foundation organised the
workshop in collaboration with
the National Coalition for
Education to come out with key
points of recommendations on
the policy as the Union
Ministry of Human Resource
Development is seeking inputs
and suggestions on the Draft
NEP from citizens by June 30.

“We welcome the policy as
it talks about inclusion of both
early childhood education and
secondary education under the
RTE, doubling the budgetary
allocation for education,
strengthening decentralised
mechanisms of teacher man-
agement and support and a
possible come back of the no-
detention policy which was
scrapped by the earlier BJP-led
NDA Government,” said
Foundation chairman Naba
Kishor Pujari.

Pujari said the demand on
Common School System (CSS)
is longstanding and justified as
the Education Commission of
India in its report in 1964-66

recommended it for all children
irrespective of their class, caste,
religion or linguistic back-
ground. The CSS needs to be
incorporated in the policy.

“Secondly, the policy specif-
ically promotes private schools
in the name of quality education
whereas there is no evidence to
prove that private schools deliv-
er quality education. We hope
that our feedbacks are taken into
consideration for the better
future of children of our coun-
try,” he added.

The Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs) mem-
ber’s recommendations include
proper time allotment for a
brief explanatory review, clar-
ifying role priorities of differ-

ent committees, redefining
PTR norms, addressing the
target to achieve inclusive edu-
cation as mentioned in policy
2030, specifying refining infra-
structure, selection of 
teachers, teachers’ capability,
teacher’s training in the Action,
clarity assessment of
Foundation state of learning
and merging process of
preschool and school.

They also recommended
inclusion of mother parents in
SMCs along with educationists,
provision of mother tongue-
based multilingual education
up to middle stage, ensuring
subject-wise teacher from mid-
dle stage of education, starting
vocation education from sec-

ondary stage, taking out
Anganwadi Centres from
school campuses, provision of
research, functioning, structure
and accountability of the State
Regulatory Authorities and
relationship between the State
and Central Regulatory
Authorities.

Foundation trustee Dr
Subhashree Das, Dr Prashant
Kumar Acharya, Dr Smarita
Pradhan, Anil Pradhan,
Santosh Kumar Patra, Smruti
Ranjan Jena, Kshanika Das
and many other policy experts
on education from interna-
tional NGOs and Odisha RTE
Forum and members of grass-
roots level NGOs from 15 dis-
tricts participated. 


��� �$7�8$5).

In a move to promote chil-
dren’s theatre in rural India,

the National School of Drama
(NSD) will showcase the results
of its first such effort with
Odisha’s tribal children in the
form of two plays produced in
a children’s theatre workshop in
the State.

Calling theatre the perfect
educational tool, NSD
Director-in-Charge Suresh
Sharma said the NSD is tar-
geting the interiors of India,
including India’s tribal belt,
for widening the base of chil-
dren’s theatre in the country.

In its first such exercise, the
NSD organised theatre work-

shops in remote villages of
Harichandanpur in Keonjhar
district and Pallahara in Angul
district. They involved 80 local
children, at least 60 per cent of
whom belong to different tribes,
and borrowed from their own
stories for the play plots.

The month-long work-
shops culminated with the
staging of the two plays in the
respective villages. The NSD
plans to focus next on tribal-
dominated areas in Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat.

Similar workshops, how-
ever, have been taking place in
the national Capital since 1976.
This year, the children’s theatre
workshop here trained 90 chil-
dren aged between 8-15 years.
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Even as the Orissa High Court here
reopened after a month-long summer

vacation on Monday, lawyers boycotted the
courts of the Chief Justice and two other
senior judges of the court in protest
against the decision of the High Court
Collegium for recommending the names
of outside law practitioners to be elevat-
ed as judges of the High Court.

“Our boycott-protest of the courts of
Chief Justice KS Jhaveri and the courts of
other Collegium members Justice Kumari
Sanju Panda and Justice SK Mishra will
continue till June 26,” said High Court Bar
Association secretary Sanjay Kumar Das.

The lawyers, nevertheless, attended the
courts of all other judges of the High Court
on the day and will continue to do so, Das
informed. Das said a delegation of the HC
Bar Association would visit New Delhi this
week to urge the Union Law Minister and
the Chief Justice of India (CJI) to intervene
in the unprecedented decision taken by the
HC Collegium.

The lawyers have been protesting for
over a month now since they learnt that
the HC Collegium has recommended the
name of an Odia law practitioner of the
Supreme Court to be appointed as a judge
of the Orissa High Court.

Normal practice is that law practi-
tioners of the High Court having more
than ten years of experience and con-
ducting a sufficient number of cases of dif-
ferent categories in the High Court are
considered to be elevated as judges.
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After the demolition of the
Government quarters and

acquiring of desired land of 4.04
acres for the ambitious BMC —
Intelligent City Operations and
Management Centre (ICOMC)
building project, the
Bhubaneswar Smart City
Limited (BSCL) has started the
excavation work for construc-
tion of the building along the
busy Janpath in the city.

The foundation is being
prepared for an 11-storyed
(G+11) structure. It can be
mentioned that 12
Government quarters oppo-
site and a firewood godown of
the Odisha Forest
Development Corporation
opposite Satya Nagar cremato-
rium have already been demol-
ished. The BMC has been
asked to accommodate the
OFDC facility on the crema-
torium ground.

The 2,31,000 square feet
structure of BMC office and
ICOMC will be developed with
an estimated cost of Rs 73
crore. It will have adequate

parking in basement, BMC
office on lower and upper
ground floor, ICOMC facility
on first and second floor, third
floor with cafeteria and land-
scaped area with terrace. BMC
Commissioner’s office will be
on fourth floor.

The landscaping around
the giant structure will have
patterns or forms depicting
fusion of modern architecture
with Odissan temple architec-

ture and its style. The entry gate
of the building will use the
influence of temple architec-
ture, monumental design and
sandstone texture to go with
the ambience and surrounding
designs.

The ICOMC will be sur-
veillance and monitoring hub
for all kinds of city-based oper-
ations, including early 
warning systems to make the
city future-ready.
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The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), Bhubaneswar

Mahanagar observed the
Hindu Samrajya Divas at 13
places across the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) area.

While Lecturer Gopal
Prasad Mohapatra graced the
Kharavel Nagar programme as
chief guest, lawyer Umakant
Patnaik attended the Banadurga
Nagar utsav and Sumant Kumar
Panda attended the
Budheshwari Nagar utsav.

Similarly, Dursmant Barik

attended the Kedargouri Nagar
utsav, Sharat Mohapatra attend-
ed the Rajrani Nagar utsav,
Jagannath Jena attended the
Baramunda Nagar utsav,
Soumendra Manjit graced the
Dumduma Nagar utsav,
Debadatta Jena attended the
Kalinga Nagar utsav, Bhabesh
Jena attended the
Shikharchandi Nagar utsav,
Smruti Prakash Mishra attend-
ed the Maitri Nagar utsav,
Sarada Sagar Mohanty attend-
ed the Lakheshwar Nagar utsav
and Rajendra Pasad Sahoo
attended the Jharpada Nagar
utsav. 
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Two persons, including a 55-
year-old woman, were killed

in two separate elephant attacks
in Sambalpur and Mayurbhanj
districts on Monday.

In the first incident, one
Sandhya Sahu (55) was tram-
pled to death by a tusker at
Bindpur village under the
Naktideul police station in
Sambalpur district in wee
hours of the day.

The incident took place
when the woman had gone
outside to attend nature’s call at
around 5.30 am. On receiving
information, forest officials
reached the village to take
stock of the situation.

But irate locals confronted
them demanding compensa-
tion for family members of the
deceased.

In a separate incident, 52-
year-old Haria Soren of
Dangarbila area under
Haladipal GP in Mayurbhanj
district was crushed to death by
an elephant early in the morn-
ing. When Soren had gone to
farmland at around 6.30 am,
the animal attacked him killing
him on the spot.
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Electrocution claimed lives of
two persons, including a

woman, at a brick kiln in
Hariharpur village under the
Talcher police limits of Angul
district on Monday.

The deceased were identi-

fied as Ananta Charan Sahu,
owner of the brick kiln, and
Manjari Munda, a labourer.

According to reports, Sahu
came in contact with a live
underground electric wire
while digging the ground with
a bar at the kiln and died on the
spotg. Manjari tried to save him

but met the same fate in the
process.

On being informed by
locals, police reached the place
and recovered the bodies and
sent them for postmortem.
Unnatural death cases were
registered in connection with
the incident.


��� �#*.�#8#

Aman murdered his wife
and mother-in-law at

Khuntapala village under the
Morada police station in
Mayurbhanj district on Monday.

According to reports,
Purnachandra Mahanta (50)
hacked his wife Mamata (40)
and mother-in-law Sumati (61)
in the morning with an axe
over a family dispute, killing
the two on the spot.

Purnachandra used to
thrash his wife suspecting her
of having extramarital affair.
On Saturday, he had threatened
Mamata and Sumati of killing
them, following which they
had sought police protection.

As the Morada police
reached the village on Monday

morning to apprehend
Purnachandra after the double
murder, villagers detained the
cops alleging that no protection
had earlier been provided to
the  two women despite their
plea to save their lives.
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Anotorious criminal was
arrested following an

encounter with police in the
Mahimunda area under the
Puintala police station in the
district late on Sunday night.

The criminal, identified as
Sitaram Rana, sustained bullet
injuries on his left leg.

He was initially rushed to
the Bhimabhoi Medical College
Hospital here and later 
shifted to the Veer Surendra Sai
Institute of Medical Sciences
and Research (VIMSAR) in

Burla after his condition dete-
riorated.

A police team launched an
operation following a 
tipoff about Rana’s presence in
the area. 

As they tried to intercept
him, Rana opened fire 
at them. He sustained a bullet

injury when the cops fired in
retaliation.

Police have seized a coun-
try-made gun from his pos-
session. Rana has a number of
cases of loot, snatching and
attempt to murder pending
against him in various police
stations of the district.
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Aleadership training of elect-
ed panchayat representa-

tives and traditional leaders of
three remote gram panchayats,
Soseng, Sunabeda and
Michhapali, of Komna block in
Nuapada district was held at
Sunabeda on Saturday 
by NGO SPREAD, which has
been working on nutritional
issues of children and women
in Komna and Boden blocks
since last two years.

“The objective of this train-
ing programme is to help the
leaders of these inaccessible
areas have a meaningful par-
ticipation in development
schemes so that the benefits of
the programmes reach the
needy,” said Bidyut Mohanty,
head of SPREAD.

The training was provided
by RK Surdeo, a nationally
reputed trainer, who through
various simulation games gen-

erated awareness on various
developmental issues, how the
benefits of the programmes and
schemes are unequally shared by
different categories of people
although all contribute equally
to the income of the State.

In their comments on the
learning from the training, the
participants said that people
remaining far from the power
centres like the block and dis-
trict offices are discriminated
against; and to get rid of such

discriminations they have to be
united. The participants also
identified their needs through
group discussions that includ-
ed regular presence of the
ANMs in the Sunabeda PHC,
restoration of ambulance ser-
vice, creation of water bodies,
sanction of individual claims
and community forest rights
under the FRA, land develop-
ment, construction of roads,
supply of electricity and upgra-
dation of the primary school at

Sunabeda to a high school.
While discussing about the

causes of their poverty, the par-
ticipants cited lack of employ-
ment, restrictions on kendu leaf
collection, low agricultural pro-
duction, lack of education and
awareness, lack of better
Government services and
increase in population. The
participants wished the out-
come of the meeting reached
appropriate levels of
Government offices. 
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While the fire tragedy in
Surat should have been a

wakeup call, hundreds    of
coaching centre are running at
Rourkela  without fire safety
measures and no objection
certificate (NOC) from the
Fire Services Department.

According to sources, there
are over 130 coaching centres
at Koel Nagar, Shakti Nagar,
Chhend, Basanti Colony, Power
House road, Civil township
and also in some other lane at
Rourkela.

According to educational
building standard, before open-
ing the coaching centre, the
NOC has to be taken from the
Fire Department. But many
centres have been violating the
law where hundreds of students
are studying from morning to
night hour every day.

The owner of the houses
who have given their houses on
rent to run the coaching centres
have also violated law and have
allowed tenants to run coach-
ing centre without taking NOC.

According to sources, a
team of Fire Department head-

ed by Chief Fire Officer, Fire
Prevention Wing, Cuttack had
conducted raids in as many as
13 coaching centres  in and
around Rourkela about 15 days
ago and had noticed the coach-
ing centres being run without
obtaining fire safety certifi-
cate (NOC) from the Fire
Department and have not fol-
lowed the procedure as per
educational building standard
to run the coaching centre.

The inspection team issued
notices to the coaching centres
to rectify the findings within one
month time. Sources said more

inspections will be done in the
coming days in other coaching
centres in and around Rourkela.

“We are trying to ensure that
all the coaching centres in resi-
dential areas and commercial
areas should run as per educa-
tional building standard and we
are also checking whether they
have obtained the fire safety cer-
tificate or not,” said B Singh,
Deputy Fire Officer, Rourkela,
adding, “We are also conducting
awareness programmes to follow
the necessary procedure, so that
prevention can be done if fire
catches any coaching centre.”
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Prices of pulses (dals) are on
a rising trend again since

the elections were over. Cost of
arhar dal has swung up to Rs
95 a kg and, keeping pace with
it, prices of other dals like green
gram and white gram have
gone up to Rs 90 each.

During the elections and
even before that, the price of
arhar dal was Rs 65 per kg. This
price rise has made dal almost
vanish from poor man’s dishes.

The worst casualty of this
situation would be the midday
meals in schools which are

going to reopen after the sum-
mer holidays.

It is noteworthy that dal is
the main component of the
midday meal. The annual
requirement of pulses in
Odisha is around seven lakh
tonnes and its production in
the State is almost equal to the
requirement.

But the problem is almost
the entire production is 
exported to other States as
there is lack of processing facil-
ities in Odisha.

And the irony is while
exporting raw pulses to outside
States, import of processed dal
is also made from the outside
States to meet the requirement
here, forcing the Government
to spend crores of rupees on

this count.
Admitting that there is

lack of dal processing units in

Odisha, the State Government
had given emphasis on estab-
lishment of dal processing units

in its 2013 Agricultural Policy.
The Government had pro-

vided in the policy that male
entrepreneurs would be given
40 per cent rebate over invest-
ment on fixed assets of a unit
excepting the cost of land.
And the highest limit of this
rebate was fixed at Rs 50 lakh.

Similarly, the policy also
envisaged that women, SC and
ST entrepreneurs and agricul-
ture graduates would be allowed
50 per cent rebate up to a max-
imum limit of Rs 50 lakh.

The policy, then hailed as an
attractive policy, practically fiz-
zled out due to lack of interest
on the part of the entrepreneurs
on the one hand and on the
other due to morbid follow-up
action by concerned officials on

the ground level.
This is why and how the

people are paying the price for
high-priced imported dal while
their raw production is export-
ed comparatively at a much
lower rate.

While the Central
Government is going to import
four lakh tonnes of dal from
abroad to contain the rising
prices, the Odisha Government
is expected to realize the situ-
ation and take steps to supply
dal to the consumers at an
affordable price through
departmental retail outlets.

It is also expected that the
Department of Agriculture
would proactively pursue a
move on setting up of dal pro-
cessing units in the State.
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The Manav Adhikar
Surakhya Manch held its

93rd Ghanta Yatra (cymbal
beating rally) and submitted a
memorandum to the School
and Mass Education Minister
through Ganjam District
Education Officer demanding
proper implementation of the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)
and the Right to Education
(RTE) Act 2009.

The Manch also demand-
ed that adequate measures be
taken for quality education in
all Government schools.

Manch coordinator Abani
Kumar Gaya said that every year
many Government schools are
being closed due to poor results
and this year the Government
has decided to close as many as
47 schools on Ganjam district
which would result in com-
mercialisation of education.

He alleged that on one
side the Government is com-
mercialising the education
through private schools and on
the other hand quality educa-
tion is not available in
Government schools for which
poor results is seen.

Mentioning that if
Government schools are ful-
filled with various demands
like teachers, library, drinking
water facilities, toilets and elec-
tricity and if a proposal is
made that children of
Government employees are
bound to study in Government
schools, the quality of educa-
tion in schools would increase
as the basic demands are full-
filled and the system would be
of scanner of high level Babus.

He also said due to this
poor students are deprived of
quality education as they can
afford the fees of the private
schools as every year many
schools are being closed.

The Manch also demand-
ed the Government to take over
the KC High School, KC Girls
High School and KC Town
High School.
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ATP Specialty Hospital, a
unit of Hi-Tech Medical

College and Hospital, was inau-
gurated at Ram Nagar here on
Monday.

Mohana MLA Dasarathi
Gomango inaugurated the hos-
pital in the presence of Mahanta
Radhacharan Das, Mahanta
Ramananda Das, Hi-Tech
founder Dr Tirupati Panigrahi,
co-founder Puspanjali
Panigrahi, vice-chairman
Tirupati Choudhury, Saraswati

Choudhury, Suresh Panigrahi,
Sabitri Panigrahi, Rajesh
Panigrahi and Ankita Panigrahi.

The hospital would provide
facilities like digital X-ray, CT
scan, all investigations, OPD
and 24X7 pharmacy and emer-
gency services to the residents
of Paralakhemundi and
patients would be treated by
renowned doctors of Odisha.

Hi-Tech founder Dr
Tirupati Panigrahi said the
group is aiming to open 
a 100-bed hospital within 
eight months.  
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As a herd of jumbos contin-
ues to wreck havocs in the

Nilgiri area, panicked residents
close to Nilgiri and Kuldiha
forests warned  the adminis-
tration to take adequate 
action to save their life and
properties or else they would
hit  the streets.

The villagers stated that
since the migration was unsea-
sonal, the district administra-
tion  was not prepared  to com-
bat the menace. 

They alleged that till date
the administration didn’t form
a coordination committee  to
protect their property and
chase the elephants out.

According to sources, as
many as 35 pachyderms  sup-
posedly of Jharkhand  includ-
ing tuskers, females and calves
have sneaked into Nilgiri
forests via Bengal crossing
Mayurbhanj from Remuna
end, giving sleepless nights to
the locals. 

The are devouring the veg-
etables ,fruits in the fields and
stored grains as well by break-
ing the houses and granaries.
During their about a week stay
they have pulled down as many
as 16 residential houses.

Earlier while seven houses

were damaged, again on
Saturday, nine houses  in the
Tenda area were damaged by
them.  These elephants while
are hiding in the forests during
day time, after sunset, they are
inflicting the damages.

Several people in the fear of
life fled their houses and were
taking shelter in their relatives’
houses. Since Nilgiri is experi-
encing sporadic rains, the
affected villagers’ woes are
compounded.

After receiving  informa-
tion regarding the damages by
the elephants  and commotion
among the  residents, local
MLA Sukanta Nayak mean-
while visited the affected patch-
es on Sunday and assured of
doing the needful . 

Range officer, Nilgiri,
Sukumar Das said all the tra-
ditional means like beating
drums , bursting crackers and
playing fire balls  are used to
scare the jumbos and drive
them out . Besides the depart-
ment personnel, the Sabuja
Bahini volunteers  are on job to
protect  the life and property of
the people.  
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All the religious rituals relat-
ed to Lord Jagannath’s Dev

Snana Purnima were per-
formed here on Monday.

It all began quite early in
the morning here in the
premises of Shri Hari
Baladevjew Mandir of
Baripada, known as the second
Shrikshetra. The three deities of
Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra and Devi Subhadra
were duly taken outside from
the sanctum sanctorum for
snan (bath) and darshan.

Availing themselves of this
great opportunity, that comes
but once a year, thousands of
devotees thronged the 
temple area to have a darshan
of the deities.

Policemen were posted
there in adequate number to
control the crowd. 

Everything, however,
passed off smoothly.

The same rituals were also
performed in another smaller
Jagannath Temple of the town,
known as Banthia Jagannath
Mandir.
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The Balangir Town Congress committee on Monday staged a dharna before the district Collector’s
office here protesting against the irregular supply of electricity and water and the deteriorat-

ing law and order situation in Balangir.
Balangir MLA Narasingha Mishra submitted a memorandum to district Collector Arindum

Dakua urging him to take measures to improve power supply in the town and the rural areas,
water supply in urban areas and to improve the law and order situation by taking strong action
against the criminals.
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Continuing their efforts to
collect blood, organisa-

tions like Sabuja Bahini,
Anchalika Bikash Parishad,
Marwari Mahila Samiti, Nature
Lovers and Odisha Boxing
jointly organised a blood dona-
tion camp named “Asantu
Gadhiba Rakta Samparka” here
on Monday. A total of 200
blood units were collected. Dr
Rashmita Panigrahi and others
collected the blood.

Besides, 40 units of blood
were collected from another
camp jointly organised by the
Maa Dandakali Byabasai
Sangha and Sambad Ama
Odisha. Sangh members
Krushna Charan Padhi, Arun
Kumar Moharana and Narayan
Sahu provided cooperation.
Ama Odisha coordinator
Basant Panda distributed cer-
tificates to donors. 
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Seeing the gathering clouds in
the sky and roaring of thun-

der, Kartika, a 12-year-old kid
of Salia Sahi scurries for 
cover in the corner of his
house in the slum.

Similarly, Sony (10) of the
same slum complains of bouts
of fear and nausea every time
the sky opens up. All these
symptoms were noticed after
the Cyclone Fani by the vol-
unteers of Society for Nature,
Education and Health (SNEH),
an NGO working with the
slum children of Salia Sahi in
Bhubaneswar.

The earlier experience of
the organisation working with
Supper Cyclone affected chil-
dren of Erasama block of
Jagatsinghpur district helped
them suspect Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD) among
these slum children.

A team of psychologists
were consulted and a PTSD
program for the affected chil-
dren was launched in the area.
The children gather in the
recreation and activity center
set up by SNEH at Mayfair
Nagar habitation of the Salia
Sahi slum in the morning.

Four volunteers help them
with their studies doing holiday

home works and doubt clear-
ing in subjects. 

Thereafter, the psycholo-
gists conduct various group
counseling programmes
involving them in creative
activities. One theatre activist
Satyabrat Panda has also con-
ducted theatre workshops for
the affected children.

Kartik and Sony and a few
like them have also been
extended individual coun-
selling services by the psy-
chologists. Since the schools are
closed for summer vacation, a
nutritious mid-day meal is
served to about 100 slum chil-
dren who are the participants.
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The organisers of the
Ekamra Walks, the guided

heritage trails in the city, 
played the role of a green cru-
sader with distribution of eco-
friendly pens on Sunday
among the visitors.

The use-and-throw pens
made of waste newspapers
have seeds inside so that when
a user will throw them out, the
pens, while decomposing will
also turn into trees as the
seeds would germinate.

After a brief break follow-
ing the severe cyclonic storm
Fani the 124th Ekamra
Walkssaw more than 40 par-
ticipants, who took the pledge
to plant more trees as the
cyclone has almost wiped out
more than 50 percent trees
from the city skyline.

Pancham P Taank, an
engineer with SMS Group,
came with his family and took
part in the walk. He said that
after coming to the Old Town
walk and the Khandagiri and
Udayagiri walk he brought the
family so that they know the

rich heritage of the city.
“The idea of the distribu-

tion of ecofriendly pens to
participants of the heritage
walk is wonderful and I hope
we all should also care for the
green heritage of the city as the
Temple City was known for its

green cover and trees which
was partially lost after Fani,’’ he
added.

Pancham’s wife
Sameekshya and twin sons
Tanay and Tanmay, both in
Class IV at Vikas School near
Khandagiri were also delight-

ed to take part in the walk and
were happy receiving the
ecofriendly pens.

Chief Manager of Bank of
Baroda Mithilesh Kumar
Singh, who came with his wife
Abha and daughter Lavanya
were also happy to know the

heritage treasure and the med-
icinal plant garden Ekamra
Van. “We are happy to get the
eco-friendly pen and hope that
all citizens of the city would
contribute in reviving the lost
green cover,’’ they said. The
family has recently shifted
from steel city Jamshedpur to
Bhubaneswar.

The eco-friendly pens with
seed inside is developed by a
city based startup Likhan by
two students of Centurion
University. They are students of
the School of Vocational
Education and Training of the
university.

Anju Taparia Kunte, an
engineer with Siemens in
Mumbai and her Charterd
Accountant hubby Subash
Kunte were delightede to be
part of the heritage walk.

“My wife has travelled 35
countries and participated in
almost all types of walks there.
However, today’s experience
was unique. In fact she was
brought up here in the city,’’
Subash added. Anju, a blogger
also wishes to put her experi-
ence in her blog.
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District Collector Balwant
Singh talked to the 

headmasters of the schools at 
length over the preparedness of
reopening of schools in Puri
district.

Major discussions were
made regarding providing prop-
er environment for children to
study, maintaining hygienic
conditions, repair and mainte-
nance of infrastructure, etc.

Notably, most of the schools
in the cyclone Fani-affected
Puri district were severely dam-
aged. The headmasters of all
schools were earlier directed to
ensure presence of all teachers,
including lady teachers, and
other employees.

The headmasters were also
asked to examine the situation
of their respective schools and
clean the compound with the
help of the local BDO, if nec-
essary. They have also been

asked to allow operation of
JCBs if required.

While OFDC has cut down
the damaged trees, clearance of

these trees are to be done in
many cases, which are being
looked into, said sources.

The headmasters were also
urged to call meeting of the
School Management Committee
as well as meeting of the alum-
ni to take their advice and help.
Wherever the school buildings
were completely damaged, the
headmasters were asked to make
alternative arrangements and
temporarily shift the students of
such schools to the nearest

schools which would be in suit-
able conditions.

As per an estimate, over
7,000 schools in 14 districts are
severely damaged in the
cyclone that wreaked havoc on
May 3. The asbestos and tin
roofs of several schools have
been blown away and there is
even no place to seat for the
students. A whooping Rs 400
crore will be required to repair
the damaged buildings of 14
districts, sources added.
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Labour Department officials
on Monday rescued seven

Odia labourers of the Nilgiri
area from Nagaland where
they were working in hostile
conditions without wages.

The rescued victim labour-
ers said that one Ranjan Jena of
Kendrapada had send them to
Nagaland on the pretext of pro-
viding jobs in different ply-
wood companies in Kolkata
with handsome salary.

After reaching Nagaland
the labourers were being forced
to work 12-15 hours per day by
their employers and being

beaten up for any type of com-
plaint, informed a labour offi-
cial. The Nilgiri Labour officials
came into action on the com-
plaints of the victims’ family
members.

The rescued labourers have
been kept at Nilgiri Labour
Office for the time being and
an investigation was underway.
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Kodinga police had picked
up 62-year-old Gobardhan
from Khatiguda market over
his alleged involvement in
gambling. He was detained at
the Kodinga police station and
later taken to the District
Headquarters Hospital (DHH)
as his health condition deteri-
orated.

Nabarangpur ASP SN
Mohanty said Gobardhan died
while being shifted to
Visakhapatnam from
Nabarangpur for treatment.
The allegation of custodial
death would be investigated
and necessary action would be
taken against any police official
found guilty, he said.

Meanwhile on Monday,
DGP RP Sharma on Monday
placed Puspendu Sagar,
Inspector-in-Charge (IIC) of
Kosagumuda police station in
the district under suspension
with immediate effect. Sgar
was in additional charge of the
Kodinga police station. 

During the period of sus-
pension, Sagar would remain
under the disciplinary control
of South Western Range DIG.
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Vigilance officers on
Monday caught Puri dis-

trict’s Arkhakuda Marine police
station ASI Khageswar Kar
red-handed while taking bribe
of Rs 11,000 from Bimala
Pradhan of Baghamunda vil-
lage under the Brahmagiri PS
to release his boat, which was

seized earlier.
The case relates to an inci-

dent of rioting between vil-
lagers of Sipakuda and
Baghamunda wherein 27 boats
were partly destroyed and set
on fire. Kar’s residential house
at Puri was being searched.  He
was arrested and would be
forwarded to court, informed
an official release.
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Senior BJP leader and former
Union Health Minister Jagat

Prakash Nadda was on Monday
appointed the working presi-
dent of the BJP with Amit Shah
to continue as the party chief
until December by when
Assembly polls in Maharastra,
Haryana and Jharkhand are
slated for completion. Sixty-
year-old Nadda is expected to
become the full-fledged BJP
president overseeing the 11-

crore-strong party after Shah
completes his extended tenure
in January 2020. 

The announcement was
made after the BJP
Parliamentary Board, the
party’s highest decision-making
body, met here at its head-
quarters with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Shah and
Home Minister Rajnath Singh,
among others, in attendance.  

Shah, who is saddled with
the heavy responsibility of
Ministry of Home Affairs,

would ensure continuity and
see the party through the three
Assembly polls. 

“The BJP won several elec-
tions under leadership of Amit
Shah. But since the PM appoint-
ed him Home Minister, Amit
Shah himself said the responsi-
bility of party president should
be given to someone else. The
BJP parliamentary board has
selected JP Nadda as working
president,” senior leader and
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said after the meeting.
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Despite respite in northern
States, including Punjab

and Haryana, from heatwave,
Bihar continues to reel under
a searing heatwave which has
swept most parts of the State,
killing around 180 people in
the State. The prevailing situ-
ation has prompted the Nitish
Kumar Government to order
closure of academic activities in
all schools till June 22, officials
said on Monday. 

Though the MeT
Department on Monday said
rain and thunderstorm have
brought down the mercury
and there will be no heatwave
conditions this week in north-
ern States, including Punjab
and Haryana, an alert has been
issued by the Bihar
Government in the wake of the
rising death toll. 

People have been advised
to take care while stepping

outside. The administration in
Gaya, Aurangabad and Nawada
districts has imposed Section
144 of the CrPC to force the
public to stay indoors so that
they don’t fall victim to the
killer heatwave. 

Even works under the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) have been
stopped after 10.30 am.  

The Gaya district admin-
istration has banned any cul-
tural programme or gathering

in open spaces, between 11 am
and 4 pm. Majority of heatwave
deaths have been reported
from Aurangabad, Gaya and
Nawada districts, where tem-
peratures hovered around 45
degrees Celsius for the past
three weeks. Five people have
died in Munger in the last 48
hours, while 60 people have
died due to heatwave condition
in Aurangabad. In Gaya, the
number of deaths due to heat-
wave is 35, while it is seven in
Nawada, two in Kaimur, one in

Arrah, one in Samastipur and
six in Nalanda.

Gaya and Patna recorded
temperatures above 45 degrees
Celsius on Saturday. On
Monday, temperature recorded
in Gaya and Aurangabad was
42 and 43 degrees Celsius
respectively. 

A heatwave is declared
when temperature remains at
45 degrees Celsius and above
for two consecutive days. It gets
a “severe” tag when the tem-
perature touches 47 degrees
Celsius. 

India is seeing its worst
heatwave this year with four
cities in north India on a
record high. Delhi, Churu in
Rajasthan, and Banda and
Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh
saw temperatures reaching a
high of 50 degrees Celsius and
above. At one point of time
during the last 30 days, over 10
places across India witnessed
the hottest temperatures.
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Having returned to power
with a bigger mandate,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday sought to reach out
to the Opposition parties on the
first day of Parliament’s mon-
soon session saying they need
not “bother about their num-
bers” as their every word is
“valuable” to the Government. 

“When we come to
Parliament, we should forget
‘paksh’ (treasury) and ‘vipaksh’
(Opposition) and instead think
about issues with a ‘nishpaksh’
(impartial) spirit and work in
the larger interest of the nation,”
he told the media outside
Parliament before the com-
mencement of the first session
of the 17th Lok Sabha.

Inside the House, many of
the newly-elected members
were seen in colourful and saf-
fron attire, traditional shawls
and headgears even as two
Union Ministers from Bengal
were greeted with chants of Jai
Shri Ram when they were called
to take oath as Lok Sabha mem-
bers. 

Outlining the importance of
an active Opposition in a par-
liamentary democracy, Modi
said he hoped the Opposition
will speak actively and partici-
pate in House proceedings. “I
am hopeful that this session will
be productive,” he maintained.

“The role of an Opposition
and an active Opposition is
important perquisite in a par-
liamentary democracy. The
Opposition need not bother

about their numbers. I hope
they speak actively and partic-
ipate in House proceedings.
Their every word, every feeling
is valuable to us,” he said even
as he urged all MPs to be
impartial in the House and
address issues related to the larg-
er interest of the nation.

Talking about the newly
constituted Lok Sabha, Modi
said it is historic in various
terms as maximum number of
women MPs have been elected
to the lower house since the
Independence. Modi said as
this is the first session with new
members, there will be a flow of
new energy and a new enthusi-
asm will be reflected in the
House to realise the aspira-
tions of the people.

He said his Government
worked on the principle of
‘sabka sath, sabka vikas’ (with
all, development for all) during
his first term and people
reposed their faith in it for a sec-
ond time. As a result, a
Government has been reelect-

ed with a clear majority after
several decades, he said

Later, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is also the
leader of the House, took oath
as Member amid thumping of
desks by the ruling NDA MPS
and slogans such as ‘Modi Modi’
and “Bharat Mata ki Jai.

The panel of presiding offi-
cers — K Suresh, Brijbhushan
Sharan Singh and B Mehtab —
took oath as Members after the
Prime Minister. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, Home
Minister Amit Shah, Transport
and Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari, and Chemical and
Fertilisers Minister DV
Sadanand Gowda also took

oath.
Union Minister Smriti

Irani, who defeated Congress
President Rahul Gandhi in
Amethi, received the longest
applause when she took oath.
Rahul, who was missing from
the House in the first phase,
took oath in the second half.

When Union Ministers
Babul Supriyo and Debashree
Choudhury, who are from West
Bengal, were called to take oath
they were greeted by fellow
BJP MPs with “Jai Shri Ram”
slogans apparently as a dig at
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee who had
objected to uttering the slogan
during some incidents.
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PNS: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah were in their trademark
Kurta, Pyjama and half-sleeve
jacket, Union Ministers
Prahlad Joshi, Giriraj Singh and
GK Reddy sported saffron
attire or half jacket. Bihar MPs
Gopal Jee Thakur and Ashok
Kumar Yadav came in 
traditional Maithil attire and
headgear, while most of the
Assam MPs donned the tradi-
tional Assamese ‘gamocha’, con-
sidered a symbol of the State’s
culture.

YSR Congress MPs from
Andhra Pradesh sported the

‘Angavastram’ dotted with pic-
ture of party president and
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy. BJP’s Bhopal MP Pragya
Singh Thakur was seen in her
trademark saffron robe while
Union Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal wore the traditional
Rajasthani saffron and green
headgear as part of the dress.

Film star Sunny Deol, who
was elected to Lok Sabha from
Gurdashpur in Punjab, came in
shirt and trouser and was seen
sitting in the second last row.
Arunachal Pradesh MP Tapir
Gao wore the traditional blue
Arunachali jacket.
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Responding to the PM’s call,
the Congress on Monday

alleged that the Modi
Government used Parliament
as a “rubber stamp” during its
previous tenure and hoped this
trend is reversed and key Bills
are not pushed without legisla-
tive scrutiny using “brute
majority”. 

“Legislation through ordi-
nance is a very unhealthy prac-
tice in a democracy. It should
only be used in extreme cases
where there is an emergency

requirement otherwise the due
processes of lawmaking must to
be followed by the Government
in office,” senior Congress
leader Anand Sharma said.

“We will now wait for the
Prime Minister’s assurance in
this regard and whether the
practice that was followed in the
last five years is reversed,
because in the last five years
what we have seen is disrespect
to Parliament, where the bills
were brought by the govern-
ment and because of its brute
majority in the Lok Sabha,
Parliament was treated as a rub-

ber stamp,” he said.
Most of the bills were not

sent to the standing committee
for legislative scrutiny which is
important for any law to be
made, Sharma said. Congress
hopes that now this practice will
be honoured and dependence
of ordinance and pushing
through the bills without scruti-
ny will not be repeated by the
Government, he said.

Earlier in the day, address-
ing the media outside parlia-
ment before the commence-
ment of the first session of the
17th Lok Sabha, Modi said,

“When we come to Parliament,
we should forget ‘paksh’ (trea-
sury) and ‘vipaksh’
(Opposition). We should think
about issues with a ‘nishpaksh’
(impartial) spirit and work in
the larger interest of the nation.”

“The role of an opposition
and an active opposition is
important perquisite in a par-
liamentary democracy. The
opposition need not bother
about their numbers. I hope
they speak actively and partic-
ipate in House proceed-
ings...Their every word...Every
feeling is valuable to us,” he said.
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BJP MP from Bhopal Sadhvi
Pragya Singh Thakur’s oath

taking on Monday created a
controversy after Congress
MPs objected to her adding her
spiritual Guru’s name along
with her name. Amid protests,
Thakur said that it was her full
name and she had mentioned
that she had already men-
tioned her full name in the
form she had filled for oath tak-
ing.

The mention of Swami
Purna Chetnanand
Avdheshanand Giri as suffix to
her name Sadhvi Pragya Singh
Thakur evoked sharp reaction
from the Opposition mem-
bers who said that such a thing
was not permitted. She insist-
ed that the suffix was part of
her full name, resulting in an
uproar from Opposition and
slogan shouting in her favour
from the ruling benches.

The Pro tem Speaker
Virendra Kumar sought to
know from the Lok Sabha
Secretary General, the full
name.  Amid noise and objec-
tions, Kumar ruled that only

the name written in her elec-
tion certificate issued by the
returning officer would go on
record. BJP MPs accused the
Congress MPs of unnecessar-
ily targeting the Bhopal MP.

Thakur took oath in
Sanskrit and ended it with
‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ slogan.
Later, BJP members continued
to raise ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ slo-
gans.

After Ganjendra Umarao
Singh Patel (BJP) completed his
oath with ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’,
NK Premchandran (RSP)
urged the Pro-tem Speaker to
maintain the prescribed format
of the oath. The Pro tem speak-
er ruled that the members
stick to the format provided.
After this, the members of BJP
started adding ‘Bharat Mata Ki
Jai’ after end of every oath.
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With the death toll crossing
the 100 mark due to

Acute Encephalitis Syndrome
(AES), a case has been filed
against Union Health Minister
Dr Harsh Vardhan and Bihar
Health Minister Mangal
Pandey in Muzaffarpur Chief
Judicial Magistrate’s (CJM)
court for not creating aware-
ness about the deadly disease.
The plea by the social activist
Tamanna Hashmi will be heard
on June 24.

Harsh Vardhan, who had
visited the district on Sunday to
review the situation in the
hospitals there, has denied any
negligence saying teams were
stationed in Muzaffarpur from
the very first day and were
working too. Meanwhile, a
video surfaced wherein Pandey
is seen asking for latest score of
the India-Pakistan cricket
match during the State Health
Department meeting over the
AES deaths on June 16 adding
to the prevailing anger among
the people against the
Government. 

According to official data,
85 children have died in Sri
Krishna Medical College and
Hospital (SKMCH), while 17
have lost their lives in Kejriwal
hospital in the city in the past
fortnight. Most of the casualties
affected by the Syndrome are
between the age group of 1-10.

AES is a viral disease,
which causes mild flu-like
symptoms such as high fever,
convulsions, and headaches.
According to reports, more
than 290 children are still
admitted in the ICU of the Sri

Krishna Medical College. 
The Centre has announced

plans to set up five virological
labs in different districts in the
State.  The location of the dis-
trict can be decided in consul-
tation with the State
Government and can be fund-
ed through NHM, said Harsh
Vardhan in a statement here. 

A high-level central team
has been sent to Muzaffarpur
to set up a state-of-the-art
multi-disciplinary research
centre in the wake of the chil-
dren death due to suspected
encephalitis.

In one of the decisions
taken during his visit to
Muzaffarpur, the Union
Minister has instructed to set
up a 100-bedded paediatric
ICU at SKMCH by the State
Government. Also, in the
adjoining districts, 10 bedded
paediatric ICUs will be set up
with support from the Centre,
so that such cases can be given
better and exclusive treatment
and there is no unnecessary
load on the facilities available
at SKMCH. 

Emphasising the need for
early detection and treatment
of hypoglycemia cases, Harsh
Vardhan said that a dedicated
team of doctors should be
placed in endemic PHCs with
required facilities at least for 3
to 4 months before and during
onset of disease and they may
be incentivised under NHM
appropriately. 

As for present, the con-
cerned PHCs and CHCs
should take prompt corrective
measures for hypoglycaemia at
the facility itself to utilize the
golden hour, he added.

Harsh Vardhan also said
that Ministry of Earth Science
will be requested to upgrade its
IMD observatory facility for
improved monitoring of cli-
mate related parameters such as
temperature humidity, rain-
fall, heat waves, etc., and share
it with the State Government
and NCDC for better pre-
paredness and management of
AES.

“The central government
will provide all possible help
including financial to the state
to control the situation, provide
proper treatment and develop
infrastructure needed for it,”
Health Minister said.

Social activist Tamanna
Hashmi in his petition has
alleged that Harsh Vardhan
and Mangal Pandey failed to
fulfill their duties to control the
outbreak of AES, while both
had done nothing to create
awareness and sensitise people
in the affected areas despite the
fact that AES had been killing
children for years.

Hashmi said that he has
filed the case against the
accused, Harsh Vardhan and
Mangal Pandey, under 323,
308 and 504 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

“Large number of children
died due to negligence and lack
of infrastructure to give them
timely proper treatment”, he
said.

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
too has issued notices to the
Union Health Ministry and the
Bihar  government over reports
of increasing deaths of children
due to the deadly disease, a
senior official said.
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The probe to find out the
cause leading to the AN-32

plane crash may get delayed as
its black box or flight data
recorder is damaged. The black
box was brought from the crash
site three days back and the
investigators are trying to
retrieve the data from the instru-
ment. Meanwhile, operation is
in full swing to recover the mor-
tal remains of all the 13 on
board. Scores of helicopters are
flying sorties for this purpose.

It is feared that the plane hit
a mountain top leading to the
crash. However, the data from

the black box and the court of
inquiry will establish the cause
of the mishap, sources said here
on Monday. As regards the
damage caused to the black
box, they said the Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited(HAL) help
will be sought for retrieving the
data or may be sent to some
other agency.  It was also learnt
that Eastern Command chief Air
Marshal R K Mathur’s scheduled
visit to Bangladesh was post-
poned as he is supervising the
salvage operations. 

The plane had gone missing

on June 3 while on a flight from
Jorhat in Assam for Mechuka
advanced landing ground in
Arunachal Pradesh and the
wreckage was spotted eight days
later near the landing ground at
a height of 12,000 feet amidst
dense jungles atop a steep ridge.
Teams of IAF, Army and civil-
ian mountaineers trekked in
the rugged terrain to reach the
spot to recover the black box and
look for any survivors.  

Given the nature of terrain
and inclement weather, the
search operation is facing a
major challenge for the moun-
taineering team and the IAF has
deployed more than eight heli-
copters for retrieval of mortal
remains, sources said. They also
said more than 200 sorties were
carried out since the search and
rescue effort commenced on
June 3 over an area of 1,000
sq.km.  The debris of the ill-fated

plane was finally spotted by a
MI-17 helicopter in Lipo.  

There are more than 100
AN-32 twin-engine turbo prop
transport planes with the IAF.
These Russian origin planes
were inducted in the mid 1980s.
After a crash in 2009 near
Mechuka killing all 13 passen-
gers, a contract was inked for
400 million dollars with Ukraine
for upgrade. So far, 50 planes
have been retrofitted. However,
the plane which crashed on
June 3 was non-upgraded.

Mechuka advanced landing
ground located at an altitude of
6,000 feet is the lifeline for
troops deployed on the Line of
Actual Control(LAC) facing
China in Arunachal Pradesh.
The planes and helicopters ferry
personnel, food and ammuni-
tion from Mechuka which is
about 30kms from the LAC as
the crow flies.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday asked the
Centre to file its response on a
batch of pleas of over two
dozen trainee IAS and IPS offi-
cers of the 2018 batch, who have
sought parity in the govern-
ment’s cadre allocation scheme
with 20 of their colleagues,
who were granted relief by the
top court last month.

The Supreme Court had,
on May 17, granted relief to 20
trainee IAS and IPS officers,
who had challenged the gov-
ernment’s cadre allocation
process for the 2018 batch, by
asking the Centre to accom-
modate them by increasing
one post each in the state
cadres of their preference this

year. After the May 17 order,
now two sets of 2018-batch
trainee IAS and IPS officers
have moved the apex court —
one group of 20 candidates has
challenged the Delhi High
Court verdict that had quashed
the entire cadre allocation
process and the other group of
five officers has filed a fresh writ
petition seeking parity with 20
of their colleagues.

Several other trainee IAS
and IPS officers have also
sought impleadment in these
two petitions.

A vacation bench of justices
Deepak Gupta and Surya Kant
said prima facie it did not
agree with the High Court’s
view. PTI

�,!���!	�����	���������

 �����	��	.345-	!�	����
��
���)�	�� ��	�
	�����	 ����

���	�"����%�	�����*���������������-.������	�����,����	�����	������	������+-����	��������!��	������4���	�����������	���	
����	������	����&����
����8������
<�!��)��������	
������� ��=���	������(������>�	>����&��4�*�������������������!�	���	���������
���"���&�������
���
���&��"�������%�����
��&�����,�����(��
�������	�=���	�����	�������������������������	��&���%>��	�5�������"�	���������=�������-.������	���������������	�����&�"�����?�
���&��"���%=�� ���


��� �$7�8$5).�

The CBI has booked a
Military Engineering

Service (MES) engineer for
taking bribe from the employ-
ee of an air conditioning plant
maintenance contractor at
Army Command in
Udhampur. 

Complainant Kuldeep
Kumar alleged in his com-
plaint, now part of the FIR, that
Junior Engineer Mohammad
Khursheed Ansari posted at
Garrison Engineer (Utility0,
MES, Udhampur allegedly took
bribe of �4,000 per month
from his salary of Rs 10,000 per
month. 

Kumar was working on
behalf of contractor Manjeet at
the AC plant of the Army
Command in Udhampur
under the supervision of
Ansari. 

The CBI has booked
Ansari for alleged corruption
under Jammu and Kashmir
Prevention of Corruption Act.  

Ansari had allegedly threat-

ened Kumar that he will be
removed from service if he
does not pay the bribe and will
be murdered if he disclosed it
to anyone. Ansari allegedly
took the bribe amount of �4,000
per month for the last five
months, according to the FIR. 

In his complaint, Kumar
said that his wife remains ill
and he has two children and
unable to run his family with
his meager income and the
bribe amount being taken by
Ansari is leading to immense
financial hardship. 

The complainant also stat-
ed that he never wanted to pay
the bribe to Ansari but con-
tinued doing so due to not
being highly educated and was
unaware of the legal remedies
available. He lodged the com-
plaint after coming to know of
the CBI. 

The CBI conducted a dis-
creet enquiry following a com-
plaint from Kumar and the ver-
ification by the agency revealed
the allegations to be true and
genuine, added the FIR.
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Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Kamal Nath has

met Home Minister Amit Shah
seeking over �800 crore as cen-
tral grant to check crime against
women and children in his State
more effectively. In his meeting
with the Union Home Minister
on Sunday, the Chief Minister
also sought for more funds for
the police infrastructure from
the central schemes.

Nath, who took over as the
chief minister in December, has
also written a letter to the home
minister in this regard. In the let-
ter, he drew the home minister’s
attention towards one of the sen-

sitive issues of the crime against
women and children.

“Considering the sensitiv-
ity of this issue, the state gov-
ernment is proposing a project
for comprehensive set up of
investigating officers/legal advi-
sors/prosecutors and counsel-
lors apart from DNA labora-
tories and mobile forensic
teams exclusively for dealing
with the crime against women
and children. The Budget out-
lay required is �880 crore,”
Nath said.

He requested the home
minister to support this initia-
tive as “this will help in dealing
with one of the most sensitive
issues in the state”.
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Friedrich Engels had said that one of
the principal outcomes of the pro-
letarian revolution would be the
withering away of the State. In
India, post-2019, the State has

emerged stronger than ever before and it is
the communist parties which are actually
withering away. While much of the focus after
the recent Lok Sabha election has been on the
disastrous performance of the Congress, the
real big story is the declining fortunes of the
two communist parties in India.

The Left parties had a decent presence in
several States in the early decades after inde-
pendence. The undivided Communist Party
of India (CPI) won 16 seats in the first Lok
Sabha election in 1951-52. It rose to 29 seats
in 1962 and got around nine per cent of the
votes polled. After the party split, the CPI and
the Communist Party of India (Marxist)-
CPI(M) bagged 42 seats in 1967 but their vote
share hovered around nine per cent. This
trend continued for three decades. The two
parties put up their best performance in 2004
when they together secured 53 seats in the Lok
Sabha, although their vote share had dropped
to around seven per cent. Thereafter, their for-
tunes crashed. In 2014, the two parties
could win just 10 seats and their national vote
share dropped to just four per cent. This time
around, they are well below the danger mark
having secured just five seats and about two
per cent of the national vote. 

The decline of the two communist par-
ties and their fellow travellers in the Left
Front can be traced to the loss of popular-
ity in their strongholds in West Bengal and
Tripura and their fluctuating fortunes in
Kerala. The Left’s fall is most noticeable in
West Bengal where its vote share has
crashed from 50.70 per cent and 32 seats in
2004 to 6.28 per cent and zero seats in 2019.   

While most political parties around the
world, including communist parties, re-
invent themselves to stay afloat and win pop-
ular support, the CPI and the CPI(M) have
stubbornly stuck to the theories and slogans
that defined them decades ago. Their ideas
about the working class and organised
labour and about the capitalist-proletariat
binary remain unchanged, even though the
world has moved on. 

This writer found examples of this dur-
ing the Lok Sabha poll in West Bengal, where
during the road shows, CPI(M) cadres kept
chanting “Inquilab Zindabad” while waving
their red hammer and sickle flags. Which rev-
olution were they talking about in this day and
age when the market economy rules the roost?
The best example of how these two parties
are completely out of sync with today’s real-
ity is their refusal to acknowledge the advan-
tages accruing to the poorest of the poor
through many innovative schemes like the
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, the Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana and the direct benefit transfer
scheme. Mudra is an innovative programme
launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi

to kindle the entrepreneurial
spirit among poorer sections of
society and to bring about a dra-
matic shift in their social and eco-
nomic conditions.  

Under the scheme, the
Government provides loans to
individuals from poorer sec-
tions of society to establish their
own businesses and pursue
entrepreneurship. The idea is to
“fund the unfunded.” They get
loans ranging from �50,000 to
�10 lakh. These small entrepre-
neurs and businessmen in turn
employ five to 10 people to run
their enterprise — be it a small
eatery, a bakery, a garment or
leather-goods-making micro
unit or a tea stall. These Mudra
beneficiaries can be found all
over the country and the pro-
gramme has the potential to
bring about noticeable change in
the living conditions of the
under-privileged classes. This
writer met many beneficiaries
during travels in several States
recently. Available data on the
Mudra scheme is indeed heart-
ening. Women entrepreneurs
are the major beneficiaries of
Mudra loans across sectors and
constitute 70 per cent of those
who have taken advantage of this
scheme. Early this year, the
Government announced that it
had disbursed loans amounting
to �7.23 lakh crore.

Under the Ujjwala pro-
gramme, the Government pro-

vides free cooking gas connection
to families below the poverty line.
Thus far, over 70  million fami-
lies have benefited from it.
Another such scheme with far-
reaching impact is the aim to
build homes for the poor and toi-
lets in every home. Though
some of these schemes were ini-
tiated by previous Governments,
their implementation was slug-
gish in the absence of motivation
and commitment. Delivery of
these schemes has picked up pace
after Modi became the Prime
Minister in 2014. 

All these schemes are aimed
at ensuring the dignity of women
and children, improving their
living environment and health
and offering them incentives to
better the quality of lives. One
would have thought that pro-
grammes of this kind would be
hailed by the communists, but
that has not happened. The
spokespersons of these two par-
ties have been consistently run-
ning down the Mudra Yojana
and all other schemes meant
exclusively to better the lives of
the poorer classes, simply
because they were launched by
Prime Minister Modi and he is
the driving force to ensure their
completion within the shortest
possible time. The election
results show that this kind of
negativity has not gone down
well with the people.

There are many other factors

which have rendered the two
communist parties unpopular.
The first of these is their approach
to secularism. The two parties
have moved far away from the
Shah Bano days when Somnath
Chatterjee, Saifuddin Choudhury
and several others took on the
Muslim clergy and strongly
opposed the Rajiv Gandhi
Government’s decision to bring
in a law to prevent Muslim
women from taking benefit of a
civil law and a Supreme Court
judgement providing mainte-
nance to divorced women. That
was in 1986. However, over the
last three decades, the Left has
become the standard-bearer of
the pseudo-secular brigade,
become hostile to the Hindu
majority in the country and is
pretending as if radical Islam is
not an issue at all. The most
recent example of its contempt
for Hindu sentiment is the way
it handled the Sabarimala issue
and encouraged individuals to
deride Hindus, their customs and
way of life. Where will they go
from here? Will they do what the
British Labour Party did some
decades ago and change the way
they think and work? If they
again turn left, it’s a dead-end. If
they turn right, they will cease to
be left! Where are they headed?
The nation wants to know.

(The writer is an author spe-
cialising in democracy studies.
Views expressed are personal)
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Needed, a healing touch”
(June 15). Opposition leaders of
different parties, including West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, have always been unit-
ed on various aspects in agitat-
ing against the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). All those
leaders have maintained a curi-
ous silence over the lawful agi-
tation by doctors of Government
hospitals in Bengal, which
affected healthcare services in
other parts of the country as
well, with doctors standing unit-
ed with their counterparts in
West Bengal.

Leaders of other political
parties should have exhibited
their loyalty to national and
public interest by going to
Kolkata to persuade Banerjee to
mend her ways and help in
ending the strike by
Government doctors earlier. She
should take strict action against
those guilty of beating doctors in
Government hospitals. It is
praiseworthy that Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan made a
humble appeal to Banerjee to
ensure an immediate end to the

strike of doctors in Government
hospitals of West Bengal by
accepting their genuine
demands.

Madhu Agrawal 
New Delhi

������������������


Sir — The proposed extradition
Bill in Hong Kong has become

controversial, creating panic and
forcing people from all walks of
life to come out on the streets to
protest. Nearly two million peo-
ple have taken part in a mass
protest. It is clear that most peo-
ple in Hong Kong fear this pro-
posed law as it is a matter of his-
torical conflict between China
and Hong Kong. The Bill itself
was ill-conceived, flawed and
open to abuse.  Had it got a

green signal, any resident or
even outsiders passing through
Hong Kong would have been
extradited to mainland China on
mere suspicion of serious
crimes. Hong Kong is but an
example of boldness in the face
of power. It will remain in a cycle
of protests unless fears and con-
cerns of protesters are addressed.

P Senthil
Via email
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Sir — Former Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu had locked horns with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on the issue of special status to
his State. Now new Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
Jaganmohan Reddy is toeing
his predecessor’s line. Odisha
and Bihar, too, are in the queue
demanding special  status.
Special status will ensure that 90
per cent of the Central funds for
State projects, routed through
the National Development
Council under the Planning
Commission, will be given as
grants. The Special status pitch,
if considered by the Centre,
will lead to other States demand-
ing the same. 

Competitive federalism will
be a non-starter if States keep
demanding Central largesse.
Instead, they must focus on
implementing wider reforms
and more equitable investment
throughout the State.

KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan
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It was indeed very encouraging that on the
very first day of his taking over the charge
of the Indian education system, the new

Human Resource Development Minister
released the much-awaited draft of the New
Education Policy (draft NEP-19). In a welcome
move, the draft — both in English and Hindi
— was promptly put on the Ministry’s website.
This is an outcome of nation-wide consulta-
tions that extended over three-and-a-half
years. It must be appreciated across the board
that the MHRD has again invited inputs that
people, institutions, organisations, experts
and others may like to submit after going
through the draft. The MHRD shall be con-
sidering these before the final policy is
announced. The draft report clearly indicates
how relevant it has become in the globalised
world to ensure active dynamism in education
policy formulation to ensure it remains rele-
vant to absorb challenges that are emerging
before nations at an unprecedented pace.

The deliberations — before and after the
finalisation of the policy — shall invariably
make references to the earlier education poli-
cies, particularly those of 1968, 1986 and 1992.
The contents of these earlier reports — at least
in academic and professional circles — shall
be scrutinised in the context of what was pro-
posed and to what extent it was really achieved
in actual implementation. Chapter five of the
draft NEP-19 on “teachers” begins with the
objective: “Ensure that all students at all lev-
els of school education are taught by passion-
ate, motivated, highly qualified, professional-
ly trained and well-equipped teachers.” Indeed,
this is a very well thought out comprehensive
policy statement that encompasses every
aspect of what a child, community or society
could expect from a teacher. 

It will be relevant to recall the initial state-
ment of the National Policy on Education of
1986/92 (NPE 86/92): “The status of the
teacher reflects the socio-cultural ethos of the
society. It is said that no people can rise above
the level of its teachers. The Government and
community should endeavour to create con-
ditions, which will help motivate and inspire
teachers on constructive and creative lines.
Teachers should have freedom to innovate, to
develop appropriate methods of communica-
tion and activities relevant to the needs and
capabilities of and the concerns of the com-
munity.” The NPE-86/92 made a very strong
statement that “the system of teacher educa-
tion will be overhauled.” It went ahead to rec-
ommend the reorganisation of the methods of
recruitment of teachers to ensure “merit, objec-
tivity and conformity with spatial and func-
tional requirements.” One was privy to the
deliberations of  the 1992 policy revision and
formulation and it was agreed upon that there
was no need to make any changes in what was
already stated in the NPE-86 on teachers and
teacher education.

Practically, all that was envisaged in ear-
lier policies finds a place again in the new draft,
which has comprehensively captured the
teacher-education scenario as it exists today.
It has given indications for formulating a well-

thought out plan of action in preparation of
teachers, who are supposed to be “passionate,
motivated and well qualified, and well trained
in content, pedagogy and practice.” The NPE-
92 had assured overhauling of the system of
teacher education and in pursuance of the
same, several schemes were launched by the
Union Government. One of these was the
enactment of the National Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE) Act and also the formula-
tion of a scheme of restructuring and revital-
ising teacher education. 

Let us take up NCTE first. It was the ful-
fillment of demand of senior and sincere
teacher educators for over 20 years to create
a regulatory body for teacher education insti-
tutions as they were not satisfied with the man-
ner universities were handling recognition and
regulation of teacher education institutions.
There were serious concerns about the restruc-
turing and renewal of programmes, content
and pedagogy, which had become out of date.
It was inadequate and unable to respond to
fast-changing scenarios in school education
with the advent of computers, internet and uni-
versalisation of the accessibility of the
Information and Communication Technology.
The demand for the creation of a statutory
NCTE was also accentuated by the mushroom-
ing of correspondence courses that were ini-
tiated by some universities to clear the back-
log of large number of untrained teachers in
schools. State Governments had begun to
squeeze the grants to universities, some bril-
liant minds converted correspondence cours-
es into degree-awarding resource generating
adventures. Every policy implementer in edu-
cation must comprehend that the decline in the
quality of teacher education began mainly
because of gross misuse of the distance edu-
cation mode by university dons, vice chancel-
lors and the University Grants Commission
(UGC). The UGC was granting “yearly” per-
mission to continue the BeD courses through
correspondence, without in any way assessing
the quality of courses and products. The NCTE
became functional around 1994-95 and in spite
of serious hurdles, could discipline the truant
universities. Things changed within five-six

years, the NCTE decided to sail along with the
tide, the number of private BeD colleges mush-
roomed and today it is touching 20,000. It will
be a tough task to create a regulatory mecha-
nism that will enjoy credibility among the
aspiring teachers. Comprehension of ‘Why the
NCTE; or other regulatory bodies could not
attain and maintain credibility’ will determine
the fate of the success or otherwise of the pro-
posed mechanism that separates funding,
standard setting, regulation and accreditation.

Education policy-makers were knowl-
edgeable enough to include in the NPE-86 that:
“Teachers form the very heart of the educa-
tion process — all teachers will have academ-
ic and professional support within a motivat-
ing environment and culture.” Towards this, the
Government of India offered extensive finan-
cial and professional support to State
Governments to re-energise their teacher
education institutions. The scheme of estab-
lishing a District Institute of Education and
Training (DIET) had the potential to transform
the very face of school education in India. It
had all the potential to create a vibrant pro-
fessional community of teachers. However,
most State Governments did not make regu-
lar appointments to academic positions even
against posts for which the Union Government
provided full financial support. They preferred
to bring in people on deputation. 

Similar was the fate of colleges of Teacher
Education and Institutes of Advanced Studies
in education. These and similar schemes
were revisited — and redesigned — a couple
of times but the originally expected vibrancy
always evaded actual implementation. When
private entrepreneurs witness Government
institutions being ignored and neglected — no
regular recruitments and no promotions—
they follow the suit, appoint staff only on paper
and manage inspections following the well-
established — though unstated — practices.
The result in over 92 per cent of the private
institutions “do not even attempt  to provide
a good education; instead many are function-
ing as commercial shops.” And hundreds of
thousands of young people with BeD degrees
from such institutions are either already in the

system or are ready to enter it. When the
Teachers Eligibility Tests were conducted
during the initial years, those who could clear
it ranged from one to seven per cent. 

But there is a ray of hope. The objectives
of teacher preparation could indeed be
achieved effectively if everyone learns sincere-
ly and seriously from the success of the past
and more than that from the failures encoun-
tered so far. One wonders how long teachers
in sarkari schools shall continue to be assigned
non-teaching functions by district administra-
tions in spite of repeated recommendations not
to do so and even court judgments being in
support of it. Is it not cruel to children in a two-
teacher school if both teachers are sent out for
months together for census, cattle-head count-
ing, vaccination or elections being held rather
regularly? States have shunned their respon-
sibility for decades together by not appoint-
ing regular teachers. One simply hopes that
official hypocrisy will vanish in future and rec-
ommendations made (once again) regarding
teacher recruitment will sincerely be imple-
mented within a time-frame. The Indian
teacher education system still has — though
in a small proportion — dedicated institutions
and academics who are convinced that they are
lucky enough to get an opportunity to prepare
teachers for tomorrow. Thus, they are making
the future of India. Let them be identified,
given the responsibility, inspire and encour-
age others to become partners in building new
India. India can learn a lot from how Japan —
a highly demoralised nation after World War
II — could achieve an unprecedented trans-
formation through its teachers: Known for pro-
ducing worst products in 50s, the best of the
products now come from Japan. Yes, teachers
did it. It was the teacher community that con-
vinced young impressionable children that
anything they do must be for the welfare of
their country. That they owe it to Japan to work
hard, never waste time and equip them con-
tinuously to perform better. India has the expe-
rience. It can achieve a real change after the
new education policy is formally announced. 

(The writer is the Indian Representative on
the Executive Board of UNESCO)
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The Indian healthcare sector,
mostly comprising Government
hospitals, saves more lives,

relieves more pain and suffering with
available resources (India’s health-
care GDP percentage is 2.5 in contrast
to 11.2 in Europe and 17.9 in North
America) than any other country in
the world. Yet, the sector has become
a public punching bag. Care-related
work has metamorphosed into a
notion of seva, allowing room to cur-
tail the rights of health workers
(skilled and unskilled like the ASHA
workers and the like) and their resis-
tance is being labelled as “immoral.” 

As per Joan Tronto’s theorisation
of “care ethics”,  it is an approach to
personal, social, moral and political life

that starts from the reality that all
human beings need and receive care
and also give care to others. Care rela-
tionships among humans are part of
what mark us as human beings; we are
always inter-dependent. In today’s
context, we can argue that care work
in India has been normalised as “vol-
untary.” A moral tone has been given
to the highest skillful worker and the
unskilled care-giver all alike. 

In recent times, health and allied
policies have resulted in a major
restructuring of the healthcare sys-
tem. However, the structural transfor-
mation most visible to us is the “pri-
vatisation” of healthcare, coupled
with hardline nationalist language. If
we trace history, we will see that
changes during the first few decades
after independence were at least at the
level of planning and there was some
commitment to public health. But by
the 1990s, health investments were at
the lowest and public-private partner-
ships took over.

Fundamental deficiencies of the
country maintain status quo, which
are the lack of provision for safe drink-
ing water, sanitation, basic medical

care along with lack of civic sense and
ethical behaviour in “care receivers.”
This is a reflection of the lack of atten-
tion to the state of healthcare in a
country that touches millions of lives
in the corridors of an over populat-
ed Government hospital, resulting in
outbursts and breakdown of the
health ecosystem at the grassroot level
as well as in tertiary care centres. This
unsettles the morale of healthcare pro-
fessionals, who invest a whole decade
or more acquiring degrees and expe-
rience and in the process, losing the
larger picture of the society they
belong to. Incidents of assaults on
health practitioners demoralise them
and degrade the noble profession of
medical care giving. 

It is understood that such intoler-
ant behaviour is not seen in other pro-
fessions like the police, who also deal
with agitated people or one’s over-
whelmed with emotions. This is sim-
ply because people are aware of the
dire consequences of misbehaving
with the trained individual who is
equipped with arms and trained in
legal affairs. Can the Government pro-
vide the doctors’ community with sim-

ilar training? Can our policy-makers
mandate a physical fitness training,
push a law and create a legal cell for
frontline medical staff? The other
option, of course, is to provide a
healthy environment in Government
hospitals in spite of overcrowding so
that doctors (and healthcare providers)
can apply their minds to the best of
their capability instead of staying
alert, anticipating assaults and threats
from a care-seeker from among the
crowd that encircles him/her waiting
around his/her table, jostling and
pushing one another as they wait for
their turn for treatment.

The social aspect of the state of
affairs hindering medical care delivery
calls for a public health approach
around the perspective that provision
of basic needs is the key to good health.
And it includes sanitation, safe drink-
ing water, right to treatment, security
for care providers and mandatory good
civic sense among care receivers at the
hospital interface. A healthy working
climate allows a practitioner to re-com-
mit to caring, continue the profession’s
tradition of arguing the dignity of peo-
ple and shape the social climate with-

in which they practise. A healthcare
provider can become a powerful advo-
cate for a climate of caring because of
unique perspectives. A lack of it may
lead to a collapse of healthcare services,
pushing many to the death hole or
complicate the  state of diseases, lead-
ing to prolonged sufferings. 

Social movements have also
fuelled  new problems, namely de-per-
sonalisation of the patients and viola-
tion of the right to self-determination,
as witnessed in the disability rights
movement, AIDS movement, queer
movement and campaign against
clinical trials among others. De-per-
sonalisation is reflected in all spheres
of healthcare and in the context of
Government hospitals — with corri-
dors and doctors’ chambers choking
with patients — there is hardly a cul-
ture of courtesy and social grace. In
these over-populated set-ups, the first
casualty is basic human empathy  —
all we get is brusqueness, negligence
of ‘good’ manners or the right words,
disregard for bed-side manner, which
to a patient means bringing him/her
hope and comfort to his/her recum-
bent or expiring patient. The much-

needed bed-side manner is nothing
but a sneering jibe in today’s state of
healthcare system where every patient
is eagerly awaiting his turn and com-
peting with one another for the doc-
tor’s attention when they are com-
pelled to complete/accomplish care-
giving with optimal use of time and
exchange of words.

Patients argue that healthcare
providers fail to recognise that illness
and disability are states charged with
personal meaning. Instead of commu-
nicating with patients, they often
establish distance that diminishes
them. They withhold information in
a manner that precludes hope, use
aloof manners and misuse powers.
These discourage patients. Patients
appreciate the care-provider to value
interactive reasoning and thereby
enact a climate of caring. It is impor-
tant to realise that we are all receivers
as well as givers of care, acted upon as
well as agents. This is a difficult posi-
tion to understand politically, but
strength and human cooperation can
arise only from our recognition of our
mutual interdependence.

(The writer is a pathologist)
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Private sector lender ICICI
Bank on Monday

approached the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT), seeking a
direction to NCLT Allahabad
to hear urgently its insolvency
petition against Jaiprakash
Associates Ltd (JAL) and pass
the order without any 
further delay.

In its plea before the appel-
late tribunal, ICICI Bank sub-
mitted that there has been no
progress in its insolvency peti-
tion filed against JAL, which
was filed in September last year.
The bank alleged that Jaypee
group’s flagship firm is delay-
ing admission of the insolven-
cy plea by approaching sever-
al judicial forums.

ICICI Bank also said that
hearing before the Allahabad
bench of National Company
Law Tribunal (NCLT) was
adjourned almost 12 times
from September 10, 2018, to
May 27, 2019, and such
adjournments were “unfairly
delaying” the resolution
process.

Hearing the matter, a sin-
gle-member NCLAT bench of
Justice Bansi Lal Bhat directed
to list ICICI Bank’s plea on July
1 for hearing.     

JAL owes around �1,296
crore and the bank had
approached NCLT to recover

the dues by filing an insolven-
cy plea against the company
under section 7 of the
Insolvency & Bankruptcy Code
(IBC).

However, JAL challenged
the ICICI Bank petition before
the Allahabad High Court but
the same was rejected. Later,
JAL moved Supreme Court,
which too refused to stay the
application.     

“However, despite this,
there is no development in this
matter,” said ICICI Bank coun-
sel on Monday.

“We want direction to
NCLT to expedite the matter,”
the counsel said, alleging that
the proceedings before NCLT
are being played into the hands
of the JAL promoters.     

In its petition, ICICI Bank
has requested the appellate tri-
bunal to “direct NCLT,

Allahabad Bench to hear the
(matter) ... On an urgent and
day-to-day basis and pass final
order of disposal .. .
Expeditiously and without any
further delay.”

ICICI Bank also alleged
that JAL is delaying the insol-
vency resolution process by
approaching several judicial
forums “only to prolong and
delay the admission of the
Insolvency Application”.

“It is submitted that the
Respondent (JAL) has been
deliberately abusing insolvency
resolution process by approach-
ing different forums to stay or
set aside the Insolvency
Application,” it added.

JAL was in the RBI’s sec-
ond list of 26 defaulters, against
which  banking sector regula-
tor had directed to initiate
insolvency process.
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Financial stability has emerged
as a key consideration for

monetary policy formulation in
the post-2008 financial crisis
world beyond the imperatives of
inflation and growth, Reserve
Bank Governor Shaktikanta Das
said Monday.

A healthy financial sector is
a pre-requisite to improve growth
prospects, he said, and expressed
confidence that the end of polit-
ical uncertainty with the recent
polls and continuation of eco-
nomic reforms may lead to a
reversal of the current weak-
nesses.

The comments come amid a
slew of troubles plaguing the
NBFCs which account for a fifth
of the credit market.

The central bank is taking a
“fresh look” at shadow banking
regulation and supervision, and
is also monitoring the activities
of large NBFCs with a view to
ensure financial stability, Das
said.

He said while a “delicate bal-
ance” is necessary between infla-
tion and growth in setting the
monetary policy in a flexible
inflation targeting framework
like the one we adopted since the
past two years, financial stabili-
ty is also important in the present
context.

“Financial stability has
emerged as another key consid-
eration for monetary policy,
though the jury is still out as to
whether it should be added as an

explicit objective of monetary
policy,” Das told a group of
senior IAS officers at the Lal
Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration in
Mussoorie.

“The fact remains that
though the focus of monetary
policy is mainly inflation and
growth, the underlying theme has
always been financial stability,” he
stressed.

The RBI will focus on effec-
tive communication and coor-
dination to “achieve broader
macroeconomic objectives of
price stability, growth and finan-
cial stability,” he said, adding a
healthy financial sector is a must
to “reinvigorate” the sagging
growth by improving invest-
ment climate.

Das said the Reserve Bank has
accorded high policy attention to
reform both banking and non-
banking sectors, and exuded con-
fidence that the new NPA guide-
lines will “sustain the improve-
ments in credit culture.”

On the crisis-hit NBFC sec-
tor, he said RBI has issued draft
guidelines for liquidity frame-
work and is “taking a fresh look
at their regulatory and supervi-
sory framework”.

“It is our endeavour to have an
optimal level of regulation and
supervision so that NBFCs are
financially resilient and robust,” he
said, and reiterated that RBI will not
hesitate to take any step to main-
tain financial stability.

The governor also said a
number of steps were taken to

improve commercial viability of
urban co-operative banks like a
proposal to establish an umbrel-
la organisation and a centralised
fraud registry for them and gov-
ernance reforms.

“We are also encouraging
voluntary merger and consoli-
dation in the sector to help
reduce operating costs, diversify
risks and economise on capital,”
he added.

Pointing to the 2013 taper
tantrum experience, he said mar-
ket volatilities in emerging mar-
kets could have been avoided
through clear advance commu-
nication on calibrated with-
drawal of monetary policy
accommodation.

Das said even after more
than a decade since the global
financial crisis and six years after
the taper tantrum, the “global
economy is still not on a stable
growth path.”

“India has continued to
exhibit robust growth driven by
consumption and investment
demand in recent past. However,
we have seen a loss of speed since
the second half of FY19 as some
drivers of growth, notably invest-
ment and exports, slowed down,”
he said, adding activity in agri-
culture and manufacturing mod-
erated sharply.

It is expected that the end of
political uncertainty associated
with an election season and con-
tinuation of economic reforms
would lead to a reversal of the
current weaknesses in some of
the indicators in our economy. 
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Shares of Jet Airways plunged
18 per cent on Monday as

stock exchanges last week
decided to impose restrictions
on its trading from June 28.

The scrip tanked 16.76 per
cent to close at �68.30 on the
BSE. During the day, it plum-
meted 19.56 per cent to hit a
multi-year low of �66.

At the NSE, shares plunged
18 per cent to close at � 66.95.

On the traded volume
front, 26 lakh shares were trad-
ed on the BSE and over two
crore shares on the NSE during
the day.

In 11 trading days since
May 30, the scrip tumbled
54.72 per cent from �150.85 on
the BSE. The company’s mar-
ket valuation has fallen by

�937.13 crore in these 11 trad-
ing days.

Stock exchanges will
impose restrictions on trading
in Jet Airways shares from
June 28 as part of preventive
surveillance measures to curb
excessive volatility, according to
a circular issued last week.

The cash-starved airline
suspended operations in April.

In a circular on
Wednesday, the NSE said
shares of the company would
be shifted from “Rolling
Segment to Trade for Trade
Segment, wherein the settle-
ment in the scrip will take place
on gross basis with 100 per cent
upfront margin and 5 per cent
price band”.

There are restrictions in
trading of shares that are under
Trade for Trade Segment. 
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State Bank of
I n d i a - l e d

consortium of
l e n d e r s
Monday decid-
ed to send the
grounded Jet
Airways to the
N a t i o n a l
Company Law of Tribunal
(NCLT) as they have not yet
received any concrete propos-
al for the airline.

The decision was taken
after a meeting of the lenders.

“After due deliberations,
the lenders have decided to seek
resolution for Jet Airways under
the bankruptcy code since only
a conditional bid was received,”
SBI said in a statement.

The statement further said
the move was necessitated as
the prospective investor wants
some Sebi exemption deal the
deal which can be worked out
better under the IBC.

The bank said lenders have
been taking efforts to find a res-
olution for the grounded car-
rier outside IBC but now have
decided to seek a resolution
within the IBC.

It can be noted that on June
10, two operational creditors-

-Shaman Wheels and Gaggar
Enterprises — had moved the
NCLT seeking bankruptcy pro-
ceedings against the airline
and on June 13 the tribunal,
which is yet to admit the peti-
tions put off the matter  for fur-
ther hearing to June 20.

The tribunal asked these
parties to serve legal notices to
the grounded Jet Airways.

The airline, which was
grounded on April 17, owes
�8.74 crore to Shaman Wheels
and �53 lakh to Gaggar.

Jet Airways owes more
than �8,000 crore to a consor-
tium of banks led by the State
Bank of India, which now run
the airline, while it has a much
larger debt pile by way of accu-
mulated losses to the tune of
�13,000 crore and vendor dues
of over �10,000 crore and
salary dues of over �3,000
crore.
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Oil cartel OPEC member
UAE has assured India of

uninterrupted supply of oil
and LPG despite disruptions in
the Strait of Hormuz, Oil
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
said Monday.

India is 83 per cent depen-
dent on imports to meet its oil
needs and is reliant on nations
like the UAE to meet half of its
cooking gas (LPG) needs.

Pradhan in Twitter posts
said he held telephonic dis-
cussions with UAE Minister
and Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (ADNOC) Group
CEOP Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber
over tensions in the Gulf region
following attacks on two oil
tankers last week.

“Expressed concern at the
supply disruptions in the Strait
of Hormuz. Dr. Jaber assured
me of oil and LPG supplies to
India despite the disruptions,”
he tweeted.

The attacks on oil tankers
last week raised concerns over
supplies through the Strait of
Hormuz that is the conduit for
a fifth of the world’s oil.

“Spoke to UAE Minister of

State and Group CEO
@AdnocGroup H.E. Dr. Sultan
Ahmed Al Jaber and discussed
ways to collaborate and work
together to strengthen our
hydrocarbon engagement,”
Pradhan said.

During the telephonic call,
he also discussed UAE’s lead
role in ongoing India’s strategic
petroleum reserves pro-
gramme.

The UAE has hired stor-
ages in the underground stor-
ages India has built as insur-
ance against supply disrup-
tions.

Pradhan said he also spoke
to OPEC Secretary-General
Mohammed Barkindo on

Monday.
“SG Barkindo reaf-

firmed India as an impor-
tant partner for OPEC
and expressed keen inter-
est to further strengthen
the India-OPEC partner-
ship,” he said.

Pradhan has been
making calls to leaders of
oil-rich nations ever since
the BJP came back to
power and he was reap-
pointed petroleum min-
ister.

“Reviewed current devel-
opments in oil markets and
ongoing supply disruptions.
Expressed concern over sig-
nificant oil price volatility and
resulting challenges to Indian
consumers,” he said on his dis-
cussions with OPEC Secretary
General.

India, he said, “will con-
tinue to work with OPEC
membership on responsible
oil pricing, which is the best
interests of both producers
and consumers.”

Also, it was decided to
work towards an early con-
vening of the 4th India-OPEC
high-level institutional dia-
logue, he added.
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Electric vehicle makers’ body
SMEV Monday called for

imposition of ‘green cess’ on
polluting vehicles besides seek-
ing putting of EVs in priority
lending sector to accelerate
creation of a robust ecosystem.

In its Budget wish list, the
Society of Manufacturers of
Electric Vehicles (SMEV) also
asked the government for a
dedicated allocation for ‘clean
air’ campaign, which could be
integrated under the Swachh
Bharat Mission.

“We strongly advocate the
imposition of a notional green
cess on the polluting vehicles
and use it to accelerate electric
mobility,” SMEV Director
General Sohinder Gill said in
a statement.

He further said funds gen-
erated from such a cess can
help reduce burden on the
Government exchequer.

“This fund could be
utilised in the frontloading of
incentives to customers and
bring electric two-wheelers
prices down to the level of
petrol two-wheelers,” Gill said.
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Fitch on Monday cut India’s
growth forecast for the cur-

rent fiscal for a second time in
a row to 6.6 per cent as manu-
facturing and agriculture sec-
tors showed signs of slowing
down over the past year.

The global rating agency
had earlier in March lowered
the growth estimate for 2019-
20 to 6.8 per cent, from 7 per
cent projected earlier, on weak
momentum of the economy.

The cut in growth forecast
comes ahead of the presenta-
tion of the Union Budget on
July 5.

Indian economy grew at its
slowest pace in five years at 6.8
per cent in 2018-19. In the
January-March quarter, the
growth slumped to a five-year
low of 5.8 per cent. Following
this India lost the fastest grow-
ing economy tag to China,
which grew at 6.4 per cent in
the same quarter.

“We see growth for
FY2019-2020 printing at 6.6 per
cent, before stepping up to 7.1
per cent in FY 2020-2021 and
7.0 per cent in FY 2021-2022,”
Fitch Ratings said in its latest
Global Economic Outlook.

RBI has projected a growth
rate of 7 per cent for the cur-

rent fiscal. 
India’s GDP growth

declined for the fourth con-
secutive quarter in January-
March, with the economy
expanding by 5.8 per cent,
down from a cyclical high of
8.1 per cent in the March
quarter of 2018.

“This is the lowest growth
outturn in five years. The slow-
down over the past year has
been driven by steadily cooling
activity in the manufacturing
sector and, to a lesser extent,
agriculture. Weaker momen-
tum has been mainly domesti-
cally driven, though export
growth has also faltered more
recently,” Fitch said.

It said the Reserve Bank
has cut interest rates by 0.25 per
cent in its June meeting - the
third cut so far this year- in the
face of weak growth momen-
tum and contained inflation.

“We expect another 25
basis point cut later in 2019,
which will push the policy
repo rate down to 5.50 per cent.
Monetary and regulatory eas-
ing from the RBI, along with a
recovery in portfolio inflows,
should support a recovery in
credit to the private sector and
reverse the drag from the neg-
ative credit impulse,” Fitch
added.
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Patna: Six more children died in
Bihar’s Muzaffarpur district on
Monday, taking the toll due to
suspected Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES) to 103 and
prompting the state govern-
ment to announce a slew of
measures to tackle the situation.

According to a release
issued by the district adminis-
tration, 18 deaths were report-
ed from the Kejriwal hospital
and 85 from the Sri Krishna
Medical College and Hospital
(SKMCH), where Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan had
visited the patients on Sunday
and assured their families of all
possible help from the Centre.

While doctors have main-
tained that the deaths occurred
due to AES, State officials
claimed that most of the victims,
below the age of 10, have died
due to hypoglycemia — a con-
dition caused by low level of
blood sugar, electrolyte imbal-
ance due to high temperature
and extreme humidity.

On Monday, five more chil-
dren died at the SKMCH and
one at the Kejriwal hospital,
while the condition of 12
patients at the two hospitals was
stated to be serious, the release
said.

Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan reviewed the sit-
uation at a high-level meeting in
New Delhi, which was attended

by senior officers of the Health
Ministry, Indian Council of
Medical Research and the
AIIMS.

Vardhan directed another
high-level team to immediately
visit the district and undertake
necessary groundwork for the
setting up of a state-of-the-art
multidisciplinary research cen-
tre, according to a statement.

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) sent
notices to the Union Health
Ministry and the Bihar

Government over the deaths. It
observed that despite reported
measures taken by the
Government agencies, deaths of
children in such large number
indicated a possible flaw in the
implementation of vaccination
and awareness programmes.

Chief Secretary Deepak
Kumar said no clear cause of
deaths could be ascertained so
far and indicated that one of the
reasons could be that no rainfall,
even pre-monsoon rain,
occurred in the district this

year.
The chief secretary said the

Government had also decided to
send a team to each household,
where children died due to sus-
pected AES cases, in order to
find out their social and eco-
nomic background,

The purpose, he said, was to
find out whether the deaths had
any link with the background of
the deceased families.

The official was speaking to
reporters after a meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Nitish Kumar

on deaths from suspected AES
cases and people dying due to
heatwave.

The State Government
would bear the cost of treatment
of the affected children and
reimburse the people reaching
hospital by private vehicles if
they do not get the ambulance
facility, which is free, the official
said.

The chief secretary stated
that all the primary health cen-
tres (PHC) had been activated,
adding that the units were
equipped with administering
saline and glucose.

He emphasised on the need
to create awareness to prevent
the disease and said children
should be given ORS, should not
be made to sleep with an empty
stomach and reach the PHC as
soon as possible.

The chief secretary, howev-
er, claimed that the percentage
of deaths vis-a-vis the number
of admissions of children in
hospitals had declined to 26 per
cent this year, which he said was
35-36 per cent in earlier.

He added that the India
Meteorological Department
had said the heatwave condi-
tions would continue for the
next two days in various parts
of the State. The department
has forecast rainfall and thun-
derstorm on Wednesday in
parts of the State. PTI
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Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Monday directed officials of
the Basic and Secondary
Education Department to not
hold files for more than three
days otherwise strict action will
be initiated against them.

He asked the officials to
form ‘Shiksha Seva Ayog’ for
recruitment of teachers.

Adityanath was holding a
review meeting with the officials
of the state’s Basic and Secondary
Education Department.

“If any file stays for more
than three days in the depart-
ments, strict action will be taken
against the officer concerned,” he
told the officials, reprimanding
them for the delay in providing
textbooks, bags and uniforms to
children.

According to an official
release, the chief minister said
that selection to the post of prin-

cipal should be done under the
Uttar Pradesh Public Service
Commission and ‘Shiksha Seva
Ayog’ should be formed to
maintain transparency in the
recruitment process.

During the meeting, he
directed the officials to take
measures to improve the quali-
ty of education in schools and
asked them to conduct surprise
visits at the educational institu-
tions.

Adityanath also emphasised
on installing solar panels in
schools and asked principals to
work under the Kayakalp
Scheme.

He also asked them to link
Akshay Patra of Lucknow and
Mathura with Aadhaar cards
under the mid-day meal scheme.

According to the official
release, instructions have also
been issued to upgrade the
Kasturba Gandhi Balika

Vidyalaya up to secondary level
and to check the quality of milk
which is distributed once a
week in the schools.

Adityanath said teachers in
the state should be awarded and
the criteria for honouring them
fixed.

He added that ‘Basic
Shiksha Adhikaris’ (BSAs), who
are serving at one place for
many years, should be trans-
ferred.

The Chief Minister has
asked the officials to visit the
schools and communicate with
the principals, teachers and
employees twice in a year.

Deputy Chief Minister
Dinesh Sharma, Minister of
State for Basic Education and
Child Development Anupama
Jaiswal and UP Chief Secretary
Anup Chandra Pandey were
also present in the meeting. PTI
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Thrissur (Ker): A State-run
Akademi on Monday rejected
the Left Government’s advice to
review its decision to honour a
cartoon, depicting Bishop
Franco Mullakal as a rooster
and alluding to the rape charge
against him, saying the jury’s
decision was final and
Akademi would stand by it.

The decision was taken
unanimously at the executive
committee and the general
council of the Kerala
Lalithakala Akedmi Akademi,
which met at its headquarters
here.

An autonomous cultural
organisation of the govern-
ment,the Akademi also turned
down the criticism that the car-
toon,titled ‘Viswasam
Rakshathi’ (protection of faith)
drawn by K K Subhash of
Chengalam, had hurt the sen-
timents of the Christian com-
munity.

“We have unanimously
decided not to intervene into
the decision of the expert jury
which had selected the cartoon
for the award.

Their decision is final and
we will not make any change in
it,” Akademi chairman Nemom
Pushaparaj told PTI.

“Last time, the award was
given to a cartoon criticising
Chief Minister Pinarayi

Vijayan. We had never attempt-
ed to change that decision
also,” he said.

The cartoon ‘Viswasam
Rakshathi’ had appeared in a
Malayalam magazine last year
after Mullakal was accused of
rape by a nun.

Showing Mullakal as a
rooster, it also has a pink
coloured lingerie in the crosier
(staff), carried by a bishop as a
symbol of the pastoral office,
while a group of nuns is shown
fleeing.

Pushparaj, however, made
it clear that no religious sym-
bol was shown in a poor light
in the award-winning cartoon.

“What had been depicted
in the cartoon was the symbol
of power and not any Christian
symbol.

When the staff is carried by
a person, whom we can
describe even as an anti-
social,it is just a symbol of
power.. there is no need to
attach any holiness to it,” he
said.

Two members of the
akademi’s general council
belonged to the same church
denomination, which had
raised objection to the cartoon
and they were also of the opin-
ion that there was no need to
review the jury’s decision, he
said. PTI
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Aizawl: After the proposed
deportation of over 200
Myanmarese refugees from
Mizoram were deferred two
days ago, the administration
has taken up fresh initiative to
repatriate them, State Home
Minister Lalchamliana said
Monday.

A total of 219 Myanmarese
refugees belonging to 54 fami-
lies are staying in four villages of
southernmost Mizoram’s
Lawngtlai district since
November 2017.

“The Centre instructed us to
deport the foreigners who were
in Lawngtlai district’s
Hmawngbuchhuah village and
even use force if necessary,” the
minister said. Lalchamliana said
identification of the refugees was
being conducted again as the fig-
ures given by the Lawngtlai dis-
trict administration and the
Assam Rifles authorities did
not tally. Inspector General of
Police John Neihlaia told PTI
that the government took firm
stand on the issue of foreigners
entering the state illegally and
that stringent action would be
taken against illegal immigrants.

The district administration
on Saturday deferred the pro-
posed repatriation of the refugees
to Myanmar on ‘humanitarian
ground’, Lawngtlai district offi-
cials said. PTI
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Pathankot: The special court,
which convicted six people in
the murder case of an 8-year-
old nomadic girl in Kathua in
Jammu region, has termed the
crime “devilish and monstrous”
committed in the most “shame-
ful, inhumane and barbaric
manner” for which “poetic jus-
tice” needs to be done to its per-
petrators.

District and sessions court
here, hearing the matter on the
direction of the Supreme Court,
convicted six people on June 10
in the case which included
Sanji Ram, dismissed police-
man Deepak Khajuria and
Parvesh Kumar, who have been
sentenced to life in jail.

“Heaven and hell are no
geographical locations, our
thoughts, actions and character
create the situation of heaven or
hell for us,” judge Dr Tejwinder
Singh wrote in the beginning of
his 432-page judgment, a copy
of which is with PTI.

He said it was needless to
say the commission of this
“devilish and monstrous crime
has sent shockwaves across the
society and the actual guilty
needs to be brought under the
sword of justice.”

He also observed the crime
committed against the minor is
“shameful, inhumane and bar-
baric” but said the evidence
brought on record has to be
tested on a “touchstone in order
to find out the real culprits, so
that no innocent person is
crushed under the wheels in an
unjust manner.”

After hearing prosecution
lawyers, comprising S S Basra,
J K Chopra, Harminder Singh
and Bhupinder Singh, as also a
battery of 57 defence lawyers,
the judge said, “There is noth-
ing on record which could
show that there is a false impli-
cation (as contended by defence
lawyers) of accused persons in
this case”. PTI
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arrested on Monday for
allegedly abducting and selling
a five-year-old boy to a couple
for �20,000 in Uttar Pradesh’s
Shaharanpur district, police
said.  

The boy, however, was res-
cued within an hour and  Rs
19,000 cash recovered from the
accused, they said.

Senior Superintendent of

Police (SSP) Dinesh Kumar P
said, the accused, Praveen, is a
relative of the boy. The boy’s
parents worked as labourers.  

The child’s parents were
out on work when Praveen
along with his wife Renu came
to their house in Saloni village
of Sarsava area here and took
Saurabh to nearby Sultanpur
village, he said.

Praveen then sold the boy

to the couple. The couple had
three girls, the officer said. 

As the child’s parents
reported the matter to the
police, Praveen was ques-
tioned. He later confessed to
the crime.  

The accused was taken to
Sultanpur village where the
police rescued the boy, but the
couple who had bought the
child managed to flee.  PTI
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Mumbai: The Mumbai Police
on Monday opposed the bail
plea of three women doctors,
arrested for allegedly abetting
the suicide of a junior colleague,
saying recording of statements
of eye witnesses was underway.

The Mumbai crime branch,
probing the suicide of Payal
Tadvi, filed its reply to the bail
plea before special Judge P B
Jadhav on Monday.

The police said that since
Tadvi belonged to a Scheduled
Tribe, the three accused doctors
tortured her mentally, ragged
her and forced her to commit
suicide.

The accused were abscond-
ing for about five days after the
incident and during this peri-
od, they planned on how to
tackle police interrogation, they
said.

Stressing that they were

awaiting the forensic report of
the mobile phones of the
accused as well as the victim,
the police said that if the
accused were released on bail,
they will hamper the probe.

The accused-- Hema
Ahuja, Bhakti Meher and
Ankita Khandelwal, attached to
the BYL Nair hospital here,
were arrested on May 29 and
are currently in judicial custody.

They have been charged
under relevant sections of the
IPC, the Maharashtra
Prohibition of Ragging Act as
well as the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

Meanwhile, the prosecution
moved an adjournment appli-
cation saying it was not in their
hand to arrange the equipment
required for video-recording of
the court’s proceedings. PTI
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�%������	��������� Jaipur: Amid the ongoing cele-

bration of Mahatma Gandhi’s
150th birth anniversary, Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Monday urged youths to imbibe
Gandhian values of truth, non-
violence, peace and simplicity in
their lives.

He also called upon them to
spread these values around them.

Addressing the concluding
session of 10-day National Unity
Camp here in which youths
from different states had come to
participate, Gehlot said the cel-
ebrations of Mahatma Gandhi’s
birth anniversary would contin-
ue for a year even after October
2 this year.

Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi was born on October 2,
1869 at Porbandar in Gujarat.

Gehlot also urged youths
attending the National Unity
Camp here to carry the spirit of
the country’s unity and integri-
ty to their respective states and
impress it upon the people
around them. PTI

Aizawl: The proposed meeting
of the Joint Monitoring Group
(JMG) on Bru repatriation to
be held in Delhi on Tuesday
was postponed on the request
of the Mizoram Bru Displaced
People’s Forum (MBDPF) lead-
ers, a senior State Home
department official said here
on Monday.

The JMG comprised of
top officials of the Ministry of
Home Affairs, senior Home
department officials of both
Mizoram and Tripura govern-
ments and leaders of the
MBDPF, the official said.

The JMG meeting was
called to deliberate on the pre-
paredness of the stake-holders
for the repatriation process.

The official said the
MBDPF said that they would
not be able to attend the meet-
ing due to ill-health of their
leaders and the time for hold-
ing the next meeting was yet to
be scheduled.

Meanwhile, the Mizoram
government has already
announced its proposal to
commence the ninth and final

round of repatriation of Brus
from October and that the
process should be completed
before December this year.

Preparations are in full
swing from May 28, the day
after the election process for
Parliamentary polls was over
by holding a meeting of the
district core committee on Bru
repatriation at the border town
of Kolasib, followed by a meet-
ing at Mizoram-Tripura-
Bangladesh border Mamit
town and later at Bangladesh
border Lunglei town.

“The repatriated Brus
would be resettled within the
Assembly constituencies where
they had resided in 1997,
before the exodus in accor-
dance with the guidelines of
the repatriation,” the official
said.

While 4,185 Bru families
were proposed to be resettled
in Mamit district, 822 Bru
families would be resettled in
10 villages in Kolasib district,
371 families would be resettled
in south Mizoram’s Lunglei
district. PTI
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Ahmedabad: A man in
Gujarat’s Valsad district has
been booked for allegedly giv-
ing triple talaq, prohibited by
law, to his wife through a
WhatsApp message, police said
on Monday.

An official identified the
accused as Jailun Javed Kalia
(27) and said he has sent the
divorce message to his father
Javed Kalia a few days ago.

“The victim, a 25-year-old
woman now residing with her
parents in Umargam town in
Valsad, filed a complaint on
Sunday. Jailun, a resident of
Sanjan, works in a shipping
firm and is currently abroad,”
said Inspector PM Parmar of
Umargam police station. 

“Upon getting the divorce
message from his son, Javed
Kalia took a print-out and
approached a cleric to for-
malise the separation,” he said. 

The couple were married
four years ago and have a three-
year-old son, he said, adding
that the victim has complained
that she was tortured in her
marital house. PTI
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The heat seems to have no intention
of backing off. When the mornings

are humid and the afternoons are
downright drenching, it’s easy to stand
in front of your wardrobe and wonder
what ensemble to don without being
subsumed by sweat.  So how can you
find that elusive dress, which is both
stylish as well as comfortable? 

�	�=	���	���������%
“If you have not updated your

wardrobe yet, it is time,” suggests
designer Gautam Gupta. “Do away with
heavy and dark apparel and dress in
light and bright colours,” he says.
Gautam apprises us that the first pref-
erence is always to wear something
comfortable. While people might think
that wearing minimum amount of
clothes might be the best way to go but
choosing the right fabric is a better
strategy rather than exposing too
much of skin. 

For those who have to be kitted out
in formal wear, it is a challenge to find
the perfect business outfit. Designer
Rahul Mishra feels that work wear
should be professional, stylish and
adaptable to all climates. He prioritis-
es comfort over adopting any fashion
trends. “Feeling comfortable is a prior-
ity and therefore wearing lighter fab-
rics like cottons and linens in creams
and khakis is a good option. Due to
warm weather, one should wear some-
thing that lets you move freely and at
the same time makes you look glam-
orous and fresh,” he says.

��		���������%���=�����
Gautam bets on linen fabric. He

believes that it is the quintessential sum-
mer wear for a good reason. It is light-
weight, breathable and dries quickly.
“With linen, one may be tempted to go
for a cut sleeves shirt or loose pants.
Some more crucial fabrics are cotton,
modal, georgette and even chiffon. One
should opt for comfort silhouettes
instead of fitted ones. For adding style,
one can play with fabrics of disparate
colours or with stitching textures such
as pin tucks or layering,” he says.

The Assamese designer from
Toronto, Tara Bhuyan, says, “People
must try to beat the heat by using more
organic fabrics like Eri (Ahimsa silk cot-
ton blend), khadi, chikan and pure
Chanderi. They are just perfect.”
Recently, the National Award-win-
ning filmmaker, Rima Das turned
showstopper for Bhuyan’s recent event
Woven Dreams of Assam in Gurugram.

To figure out which material is the
most breathable, Gautam advises fine
threads, loose weaves and natural
fibres which prevent trapping air and
sweat against the skin. To figure out
which fabrics have a loose weave, pull
a small section taut. Densely woven cot-
ton won’t have a lot of stretch while a
loose weave will stretch more.

/�������=��������%���
People mostly prefer to wear

white dresses as the colour reflects
light. Designer Reynu Taandon
apprises us that she prefers a lighter
palette, especially whites. “It’s better
to wear a white dress in order to keep
the body temperature cool and nor-
mal. A white linen kaftan or a
Chanderi top with a multi-colour
work are the perfect options to look
cool and trendy. Poly fabrics and skin-
fitted jeans are difficult to wear dur-
ing the searing heat,” advises Reynu.
The colours which, according to her,
have a  great deal of spirit and ener-
gy include ivory, white, beige, mus-
tard and gold. However, she points
out, “One should prioritise materials
that are lightweight and breathable.”

�������	=�
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While talking about her prefer-

ence for colours, Tara recommends
pastels in stripes and polka dots. She
says that pastels and a sorbet palette
in tie-dye work very well in summers,
be it for formal or casual wear. She
further explains, “One can pair up a
white linen trousers with a pastel
stripe shirt. A polka dotted tee with
some bohemian accessories can be
carried off well by everyone for a styl-
ish yet casual look. The idea is to wear
breathable fabric, which is also afford-
able, yet popular.”
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Unlike previous year when
women’s wardrobe was full of elegant,
feminine and flattering contours,
this year, the outfits are moving
towards a simpler approach to dress-

ing. For Rahul, this year has witnessed
a lot more individuality in fashion.
People are moving towards interna-
tional trends while holding onto tra-
dition in prints. We are seeing a play
of pastels and statement hues because
nobody wants to look similar to last
year or even another person. So in
order to give it a fun and bold look,
he recommends one to go with a
hybrid of contemporary silhouettes.
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Additionally, there’s one thing
which Tara wants to stress upon — the
selection of right accessories. She feels
that the right ones can create multi-
ple looks if teamed up with the same
garments. “During summers, the
accessories that work well are nude
cream/nude blush open footwear and
handbag teamed up with Eri cotton
blend and linen short scarf and a flop-
py headgear. Pearl jewellery creates a
cool yet formal look. With dark big
shades and a bottle of sunscreen, any-
one is ready to face 40 degrees or even
more,” she concludes.

Afive-hour traffic jam in Dalhousie;
hotels displaying ‘full’ in red on
travel booking websites; internet

flooded with pictures of tourists spend-
ing the night under the open sky; and res-
idents left without adequate resources due
to overtourism — incidents like these
have become commonplace this summer
as the temperatures shoot up. But if one
thinks about it, even Everest hasn’t been
spared the evils of tourism. Naturally, the
hill stations being more accessible are eas-
ier prey. 

With weather forecasts unable to
keep pace with the rising temperature,
people are scrambling to find an escape
from the scorching heat and sweaty
metro rides in the city. And while
tourists flock to the Himalayas and

other hill stations to find refuge,
these places have descended into

chaos. While tourists come here
to absorb the serenity of

the place, they
become

victims of the travel bug. In short, the hill
economy is stressed and bursting at
seams. 

�	%�������	#���
Nainital can accommodate 2,000

four-wheelers but more than 4,000 vehi-
cles are pouring into the city on a daily
basis. To counter this, the police put up
“Nainital Houseful” flexi-banners at
Bhimtal Chauraha, Kathgodam Police
Chowki Crossing and Nariman Square,
to discourage tourist arrivals, but to no
avail. 

Following this, the Nainital admin-
istration decided to restrict the entry of
tourists in the hill station if the parking
lots are full and only let them in when
the traffic has cleared out.

Shimla, which has witnessed a 6.2 per
cent rise in tourist foot-
falls over the past
three years. This year
it has seen the highest

space crunch as tem-
peratures hit more than

40 degrees in the sur-
rounding areas of

Delhi NCR, Punjab and Haryana.
Ravi Kumar, general manager at RS

Sarovar Portico, Palampur, says, “The
whole of Punjab, Mumbai and Delhi is
rushing to Dharamshala to get some relief
from the heat. However, this has result-
ed in massive over-tourism and traffic on
the roads to such an extent that it is tak-
ing two hours to travel over seven kilo-
metres. And once you reach there, where
will you put up?” 

A major factor that comes to the fore
is the affordability of personal con-

veyance, which in turn, leads to the
space crunch. “Earlier, peo-

ple travelled in

buses or trains, but now they have
switched to their own cars. This leads to
congestion. Parking space is a major chal-
lenge. While the Kullu-Manali highway
is getting broadened, the hill station itself
has no such provision for it,” says Sharad
Sharma, hotelier, Apple Country
Gulmarg Resort, Manali.

He adds that since Manali doesn’t
have enough parking space, tourists
have no choice but to park their vehicles
on the road, “This in turn, results in long
cars queues which prolongs the hours on
the road. The holidays are turning into
a tedious exercise rather than an enjoy-
able one.”
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Following the vehicle rush, the rise

in pollution level each year calls for an
inspection of human-driven global
warming. Are our brains wired to ignore
sustainable development options which
would halt climatic changes and offer
some respite from the choking heat?

Sandeep Sharma, owner of Shivirama
Hotel in Bir, Himachal Pradesh, says,
“When people flock to the hills in large
numbers, it not only leads to overtourism
but also uneducated tourism. Even when
they see a place is overbooked, they still
keep checking the availability of accom-
modations rather than wait for some
days. Some even reach here without
bookings and are fine with spending the
night in the open and littering around.”

Sanjay Austa, owner of the Meena
Bagh Resorts, who has two eco-friend-
ly resorts in Himachal one each in
Shimla and Ratnari, says, “The hill sta-
tion is choking up because it was built
only for 30,000 people but there are
2,00,000 people living here currently. And
with tourists adding to the place’s pop-
ulation constantly, it has made it difficult
even for its residents.”

/�������������
Along with the tourists, the residents

in Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand
are also saddled with the baggage that
overtourism brings including a pressure
on resources.

Prachi Raturi Mishra, a resident of
Landour in Uttarakhand, shares her
experience of acute water shortage in the
area. “Due to overbooked hotels and
roads, it’s hard for the kids to reach their
schools in the morning. Water is divert-
ed to hotels, which leaves the local resi-
dents without water. I’ve never seen this
happen,” she says and goes on to add that
in order to save water, the two children
in the house bathe on alternative days.

Deepak Sharma, owner of Sim Sim
Hotel in Himachal Pradesh, says, “The
steep rise in the number of tourists is a
major concern. We are booking more
than our capacity and hence, do not have
adequate resources, especially water.
The authorities should have planned
tourism in an efficient and systematic
manner.”

Austa further highlights the knee jerk
reaction of the authorities and says, “The
government has come up with a band aid
measure to curb the water scarcity issue
by pumping water from a rivulet. This
cannot be  a long term solution or a sus-
tainable one as it is depleting water.
Rainwater harvesting, which government
is not enforcing at all, is what needs to
be done. This in turn is leading to
resource crunch.” The situation right now
in the hills demands drastic changes
rather than the illusion of the same. Is it
time to have a sustainable hill develop-
ment policy?
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Actress-director Konkona Sen Sharma says though
a set of niche audience members and filmmakers

are encouraging a new wave of Indian cinema which
breaks stereotype, in the larger picture, the investment
still happens for formula films as opposed to alterna-
tive narratives. 

Konkona said, “Every year there is a handful of good
films coming as a ray of hope but the bulk of the money
is invested in films that are mediocre, which is just
upholding the same stereotype. Look, I am not saying
that people have to like the kind of films I like. There
are certain films that are made and people consuming
them, producers are making money so it is a matter of
demand and supply. It is all great. I only have a prob-
lem with the fact that a small budget film has to fight
for a number of screens and right show time with those
films that are 10 times of its budget.”

She said the audience needs to question itself about
the kind of films that they want to watch in a scenario
where in most cases, box office result is an indicator
of success. “The audience has shown that for them, it
is ‘okay’ to make fun of homosexuals, to have item num-
bers, to project a woman who is serving the desire of
a man and his agenda. Here the question arises that if
they even want to watch a different kind of the film.
Do they really want choices?” questioned Konkona. 

That is why she believes that film appreciation
should be taught to children from the school level to
develop their taste for a variety of global cinema. 

After having worked in films like Page 3, Wake Up
Sid and Talvar, she says she is getting a lot of acting and
directing offers for the digital medium but not excit-
ing offers from Bollywood.

She will next be seen in her Lipstick Under My
Burkha director Alankrita Shrivastava’s Dolly Kitty Aur
Woh Chamakte Sitare. “I like Alankrita’s work very much
because of the kind of scenes she writes as her female
characters are usually what we do not get to see in our
cinema. We have shown women the way they are
expected to be seen in the society — responsible, sac-
rificing, morally right but in real, they have a colour-
ful life,” she said. F����
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Picture this, artist Ram Kumar
arrives in Paris at the end of 1949.
He has a few works with him,

which were done in India. Among
them is a work titled Twins. The price
of this gouache on paper is �65.
Another is called Why Can’t I Get Sleep,
which has a romantic reverie about it
as you see a young maiden reclining
with a woman who is sitting next to her
in companionship, perhaps presiding
over the travails of the world. The work
belongs to Olga Bogroff, a gallery per-
sona in Paris, who used her home as
a gallery for young unknown artists.
It was called Galerie Olga Bogroff and
these works today form Grosvenor’s
stunning South Asian Modern Art
exhibition.

�	����%�����=�%#������
Kumar’s works are a reflection of

an early romance with the figurative
and a study on female studies that
unravel like jewels from the yesteryear.
Twins and Why Can’t I Get Sleep are
two succinct works steeped in histo-
ry. This is perhaps the best time to go
back in 1993 to Ram Kumar’s words
as he recalled, “Perhaps every artist
starts with the figurative because
when we go to an art school, there is
a model and we have to do drawings,
learn anatomy and all that. So perhaps
it is a very natural thing, along with
landscape, at least for me. The reason
I made these sort of paintings, was that
I was a bit inspired by the left politics
at that time and I was inclined towards
the tragic side of life. It all started here,
becoming more mature in Paris. And
even if I had not been inspired by pol-

itics, perhaps I would have made
the same kind of paintings
because that is a part of my
nature some sort of sadness,
misery or whatever it is. Also my
short stories are always towards
people who have suffered.”

�	����/	��
Twins has two female figures,

their saris billowing in the breeze,
while Why Can’t I Get Sleep has
a reclining young woman with a
bare midriff, eyes wide open rest-
ing in leisure while another sits
next to her. The division of the
space into a grill and the fore-
ground textured with small
strokes speaks of both simplici-
ty and sophistication. In this
composition, Kumar creates a
tableau vivant. This painting
combines the realism and cultur-
al symbolism of a social construct
with the contrast of two complex-

ions — the bronze skin and the
fair toned lass, who is unable to
get sleep. Indeed it also reflects
a romantic dalliance in the fea-
tures that Kumar created with a
softness and feminine aura that
sparks hope, and the subtle play
of pensive poise.

The third figurative is anoth-
er head turner from 1949. Sorrow
has a number of women with the
elongated dark faces and hollow
eyes. The drapes on these women
are indeed a testimony to mod-
ernism and the beauty of weav-
ing in a language that was ahead
of its time. Even when he creat-
ed figurative, Kumar had a deep
understanding of fluid lines, fer-
vour and creating an expression
in his triangular faces that was
unique to its time and place.
Kumar was acutely aware of his
urban surroundings and the
sense of togetherness in sorrow
is the mood that he binds in this
historic image. It is an insight to
both technique and treatment. In
this image of women in sorrow,
Kumar treats the feminine figures
with a sombre tenderness, invok-
ing the idioms of both sympathy
and sorrow. It is the mood of the
gathering and the grace in sad-
ness that transcend their own cir-
cumstances.

While looking at these epic
early works one recalls the words
of India’s greatest abstract guru,
the thinker, the critic and the
genius J Swaminathan when he
wrote in an essay on Trends in

Indian Modernism, for the Lalit
Kala Contemporary published in
1995. 

“Ram Kumar, an artist born
and brought up in the atmos-
phere of the city middle class,
looking into the empty souls of
people ground down by the
gruelling run of the daily mill,
looking into eyes that have lost
their animation, eyes that are
windows opening into noth-
ingness, is again a painter who
has relied on his personal vision
for his artistic endeavors, sad
drooping figures, rendered with
childlike directness, lingering
like shadows in gloomy sur-
roundings of gaunt and empty
streets and houses.”

And then there is the bril-
liant observation of Shyam Lal
who wrote, “As a young artist,
Ram Kumar was captivated by or
rather obsessed with the human
face because of the ease and
intensity with which it registers
the drama of life. The sad, des-
perate, lonely, hopeless or lost
faces which fill the canvases of
his early period render with
pathos his view of the human
condition.” This small suite
belonging to Olga Bogroff is the
stuff of history, the testament of
Indian contemporary art’s gen-
esis in Paris and the connection
of great French ambassadors
and diplomats who played such
a seminal game in the growth of
Contemporary Indian art’s mas-
ters The Progressives.

Imagination has no restrictions. Who would know this bet-
ter than Lewis Carroll? When Alice stepped through the

looking glass one summer afternoon and fell down a rab-
bit hole, a tale replete with mystery, magic, twisted poetry,
rhymes, confusion and logic came to the fore, where rab-
bits could talk and caterpillars would smoke hookah.

As artists Nusrat Ansari and Ainee Farooqui present the
classics — Alice in the Wonderland and Through the
Looking Glass — through the art of dastangoi, Nusrat explains
how the duo brought out Alice’s story’s essence through the
art form. She says, “Dastangoi has been picking up a lot
recently. It’s written in a way that it naturally brings out the
essence of a story. It is such a natural art form that it stays
alive within the audience too as much as the performers.”

She says the art form involves a lot of improvisations and
voiceovers, since this time they had kept it very interactive
as well. But how? Nusrat explains with an instance, “When
Alice has to guess the age of the queen, she tries to transfer
the questions to the audience. So this way it is interactive.
And it was so good to see that the audience was also active-
ly participating in giving the answers and making the guess-
es.”

The artist says that such classics remain timeless and ever-
relevant, and hence are narrated time and again. Hence, while
Carroll’s classics had been penned in the 19th century, they
remain relevant and ever-engrossing even today. 

There are multiple interpretations of a character. When
it was first presented by dastangos Poonam Girdhani and
Ankit Chadha, they had their own interpretation of her, she
says. Chadha had once said that the reason he chose Alice’s
stories to begin their work for children is because her adven-
tures are tilismi (magical) in nature, and the flavour of fan-
tasy is similar to what they find in traditional dastans. Nusrat
says, “My understanding and interpretation of Alice is that
she is a very smart woman and one of those who knows that
they are smart people. Even though she is being called an
escapist and a lonely person, I see her as someone who finds
her own way through her struggles, is a dreamer and believ-
er, and has vivid ideas and imagination. She is a strong woman
who can find out her ways.”

The dastan, based on Carroll’s classics, starts with Alice
entering the fantasy land and discovering the world through
the looking glass. After her size changes multiple times, Alice
begins her journey on the chessboard to become a queen.

Talking about how the art form has evolved over the
years, which had lost its charm among the audience in the
late 1920s and brought back to life by Mahmood Farooqui
during 2005. “People were amazed by what they saw and
wanted to continue it after that. They saw it as an art form
and an engaging form of storytelling.”

This is the first time, she says, that the classic is being
presented even to the adults when it is mostly labelled as chil-
dren’s tales or literature. “We did not just focus on children
but kept in mind the adult audience too. And even they were
equally engaged throughout.”

In Manhattan Federal Court, there’s a trial
taking place that has highlighted just how

murky the business of art authentication has
become.

After suddenly closing in 2011 in the
wake of massive lawsuits, Knoedler Gallery
and its former director, Ann Freedman, are
currently faced with a civil lawsuit by col-
lector and Sotheby’s chairman Domenico de
Sole, who thought he had bought an
US$8.3 million Rothko from the gallery. It
was actually painted by Pei-Shen Qian, a
Chinese immigrant living in Queens.

But the collapse of the Knoedler, New
York’s oldest art gallery, was much more pro-
tracted and complex. 
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When Michael Knoedler arrived in
New York in 1846, the city had virtually no
art dealers to speak of.  He sold inexpen-
sive prints from Paris. By the turn of the cen-
tury, the gallery advanced into the field of
original old masters. 

But the ongoing court case isn’t the first
time the gallery has been embroiled in nefar-
ious dealings. In 1931, representatives of
Knoedler purchased 21 masterpieces from
Russia’s Hermitage Museum for Andrew
Mellon in a set of secret sales sanctioned by
Joseph Stalin. The works included van Eyck’s
Annunciation and Botticelli’s Adoration of

the Magi, which sold for roughly $900,000.
The deal was brokered by Armand Hammer,
an American with close business ties to the
Soviet Union.

Nor is the recent case their first brush
with forgery. In the 1958 edition of Art News
Annual, the gallery took out a full-page ad
with a 1948 Matisse that turned out to be a
fake. 

��%����������	�
Soon after Knoedler found itself teeter-

ing on bankruptcy. In 1971, the gallery was
sold for $2.5 million – to their old partner
in the Hermitage deals: Armand Hammer.

Hammer appointed his business part-
ner Maury Leibovitz to run the operation.
Leibovitz, in turn, hired a well-connected
art world figure, Lawrence Rubin, as gallery
director.

Leibovitz and Rubin reversed flagging
revenues by switching back to mid-centu-
ry and contemporary art. 
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Armand Hammer died in 1990, and his
grandson, Michael A Hammer, assumed
control of the gallery. When Leibovitz
died in 1992, the gallery’s relationship

with Neiman deteriorated. Then, in 1994,
Michael Hammer dismissed Rubin which
caused an exodus of artists led by
Rauschenberg.

The gallery needed to find a source of

income. Enter: an obscure Long Island gal-
lerist named Glafira Rosales, who represent-
ed undiscovered Abstract Expressionist
works belonging to an anonymous “Mr. X.”
which he was willing to sell below-market
prices.

In 1993 the estate of Richard
Diebenkorn claimed two drawings from his
Ocean Park series were fakes.  Without the
profits from these sales, however, Knoedler
would have likely collapsed.

In fact, much of the argument for Ann
Freedman’s culpability in the ongoing trial
comes from the unlikely profitability of these
sales. Many had achieved resale values five
to eight times their purchase price from
Rosales. 

Yet despite some more red flags —
including a Pollock sold in 2002 that the
International Foundation for Art Research
(IFAR) couldn’t find support for the claimed
provenance — Knoedler’s continued to sell
works coming from the collection of
Rosales’ mysterious Mr. X.

The full scale of the alleged conspira-
cy, however, became apparent only through
two concurrent cases.

One was a Robert Motherwell painting
from the artist’s Elegy to the Spanish Republic
series sold by Julian Weissman, a former
Knoedler employee. 

The Dedalus Foundation (which pub-
lishes the authoritative compendium of

Motherwell’s body of work) first wrote in
2007 that it would be included in the
upcoming edition. However, it wrote back
two years later to say it would not as the
piece had been tested and found to contain
materials not yet patented at the time the
painting was purported to have been made.

The other case involved another Pollock
that Knoedler sold to hedge fund manager
Pierre Lagrange with an assurance, appar-
ently, that it would be included in the updat-
ed edition of Pollock’s catalogue raisonné.
In fact, the artist’s authentication board had
been disbanded since 1995. When no
major auction house would accept the paint-
ing for sale, Lagrange filed a suit in 2011,
and the gallery promptly closed.

The biggest indictment, however,
may concern the abstract expressionist art
movement. The current court case sur-
rounds a Mark Rothko forgery that Art
Basel founder Ernst Beyeler described as
“sublime.” After all, if a Chinese immigrant
in Queens could do them all quite con-
vincingly, one has to wonder how many
other abstract expressionist fakes have
been bought and sold.

And if a high-profile gallery was will-
ing to sell them, can anyone really trust
the authentication process that’s in place
– for abstract expressionist works and
beyond? F��
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Iran will break the uranium
stockpile limit set by Tehran’s

nuclear deal with world pow-
ers in the next 10 days, the
spokesman for the country’s
atomic agency said on Monday
while also warning that Iran
could enrich uranium up to 20
per cent — just a step away
from weapons-grade levels.

The announcement by
Behrouz Kamalvandi, timed
for a meeting of EU foreign
ministers in Brussels, puts
more pressure on Europe to
come up with new terms for
Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal.

The deal has steadily
unraveled since the Trump
administration pulled America
out of the accord last year and
re-imposed tough economic
sanctions on Iran, deeply cut-
ting into its sale of crude oil
abroad and sending its econo-
my into freefall. Europe has so
far been unable to offer Iran a
way around the US sanctions.

The development comes in
the wake of apparent attacks on
oil tankers last week in the
Mideast, assaults that
Washington has blamed on
Iran. While Iran has denied
being involved, it has used
mines in the past against com-
mercial traffic around the cru-
cial Strait of Hormuz, through
which a fifth of the world’s
crude oil passes.

Kamalvandi accused
Europeans of “killing time” as
the clock runs down.

“If this condition contin-
ues, there will be no deal”
anymore, Kamalvandi said.
President Hassan Rouhani,
greeting France’s new ambas-
sador to Tehran on Monday,
similarly warned that time was
running out for the deal.

“The current situation is
very critical and France and the
other parties to the (deal) still
have a very limited opportuni-
ty to play their historic role for
saving the deal,” Rouhani said,
according to his website.

Under terms of the nuclear
deal, Iran can keep a 
stockpile of no more than 300
kilograms of low-enriched 
uranium.

Kamalvandi said that given
Iran’s recent decision to
quadruple its production of
low-enriched uranium, it
would pass the 300-kilogram
limit on Thursday, July 27.

The United Nations
nuclear watchdog, the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, said last month that
Iran still remained within its
stockpile limits. The Vienna-
based agency declined to com-
ment Monday on Iran’s
announcement.

Kamalvandi said Iran
needs 5 per cent enrichment
for its nuclear power plant in
southern Iranian port of
Bushehr and it also needs 20
per cent enrichment for a
Tehran research reactor.

The nuclear deal had lim-
ited Iran to enriching uranium
only to 3.67 per cent, which is

enough for power plants and
peaceful purposes.

But after America’s pullout
and escalated sanctions, Tehran
set a July 7 deadline for Europe
to come up with better terms
for the deal, or it would take
additional steps away from the
accord, likely meaning it would
boost enrichment further.

Kamalvandi enforced that
stance, saying that Tehran will
increase uranium enrichment
levels “based on the country’s
needs.” Enriching a supply of
uranium means boosting its
concentration of the type of
uranium that can power a
nuclear reaction.

That type, or isotope, is
called U-235. Enrichment 
basically means stripping away
atoms of another isotope, 
called U-238. Boosting its puri-
ty to 20 per cent means remov-
ing 22 more unwanted isotopes
per atom of U-235, while going
from there to 90 per cent puri-
ty means removing just four
more per atom of U-235.
Ninety percent is considered
weapons-grade material.

That means going from
20 per cent to 90 per cent is a
relatively quicker process,
something that worries nuclear
nonproliferation experts. Iran
maintains its nuclear program
is for peaceful purposes.

Iran reached its nuclear
deal with world powers in
2015, agreeing to limit its
enrichment of uranium in
exchange for the lifting of eco-
nomic sanctions. 
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A22-year-old Pakistani blog-
ger and journalist known

for criticising the country’s
powerful military and the spy
agency ISI was hacked to death
by an unidentified men here,
police said on Monday.

Muhammad Bilal Khan,
having over 16,000 followers on
Twitter, 48,000 on his YouTube
channel and 22,000 on
Facebook, was with his uncle
Ehtesham, when he received a
phone call after which a man
took him to the nearby forest
on Sunday night, Dawn news
quoted police as saying.

Superintendent of Police
Saddar Malik Naeem said Khan
was attacked in the G-9/4 area
of Islamabad and was shifted to

a hospital where he succumbed
to his injuries. His uncle was
severely injured and has been
hospitalised, he said. 

The suspect used a dagger
to kill him, Naeem said, adding
that some people heard gun-
shot firing as well.

Apart from being a social
media activist, Khan was also
a freelance journalist.

He hailed from Gilgit-
Baltistan and was a Shariah
graduate from the International
Islamic University of Islamabad
(IIUI), according to Express
News.

Soon after his killing,
#Justice4MuhammadBilalKhan
started trending on social
media.

Several Twitter users said
that his criticism of the

Pakistan Army and the Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI) led to
his killing.

“Pakistani activist and
journalist Mohammad Bilal
Khan was shot dead last night
in Islamabad. Khan was known
for his criticism of the all-pow-
erful military and its notorious
spy agency,” a man said in a
tweet.

The deceased’s father
Abdullah said that his body had
marks of a sharp tool.

“My son’s only fault was
that he spoke about the
Prophet,” he said.

A case was registered
under various sections includ-
ing the Anti Terrorism Act.

The incident has created
fear among people, Khan’s
father said. 
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A44-year-old Indian-
American IT professional

and his three family members,
including two minor sons, have
been found dead with gunshot
wounds inside their home in
the US state of Iowa, authori-
ties said Monday.

The bodies of
Chandrasekhar Sunkara,
Lavanya Sunkara, 41, their 15-
year-old and a 10-year-old sons
were found in their home on
Saturday morning. Autopsies
were pending to determine
the official causes of death, but
police said all had gunshots
wounds, West Des Moines
police said in a statement.

Chandrasekhar was known

as Chandra. The Iowa
Department of Public Safety
(DPS) confirmed that he was
an IT professional employee in
the Technology Services
Bureau for the the depart-
ment.

“Our hearts and prayers go
out to the family and friends of
the Sunkaras,” the DPS said in
a statement.

Officers with the West Des
Moines Police Department
were sent at around 10 am On
Saturday to the 900 block of
65th Street, where they found
the bodies.

The police said they all
died of apparent gunshot
wounds but an autopsy has
been scheduled to determine
the exact cause of death.
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Protesters in Hong Kong left
the streets, averting possible

clashes Monday after haggling
for hours with police by moving
to areas near the city’s govern-
ment headquarters.

The demonstrators who
stayed after a massive protest
march the day before, demand-
ing that Chief Executive Carrie
Lam abandon a proposed extra-
dition bill, were seen streaming
Monday morning into a space
outside Hong Kong’s Legislative
Council after police who had
cleared it reopened the area.
Their decision to move allowed
police to reopen streets to traf-
fic. The activists have rejected an
apology from Lam for her han-
dling of the legislation, which
has stoked fears of expanding
control from Beijing in this for-
mer British colony.

“We are very angry that
Carrie Lam has not responded

to the demands of all the pro-
testers, but now is the time to
talk about strategy, and talk
about strategy is to how about
how to make the whole struggle
into a long-term struggle and
not a day struggle, so if Carrie
Lam does not respond to the five
demands by the protesters, peo-
ple will come back and the
struggle will continue,” said Lee
Cheuk-yan, a former legislator
and activist.

Shortly after daybreak, the
police had asked for cooperation
in clearing the road but said the
protesters could stay on the
sidewalks.

For a time, the protesters,
many in masks and other gear
to guard against possible use of
tear gas, responded with chants,
some kneeling in front of the
officers.

Hundreds were lying or sit-
ting on the roads until they
agreed to move to the plaza out-
side the government building

and a spacious nearby park.
Activists had called on

Hong Kong residents to boycott
classes and work, though it was
unclear how many might heed
that call. Nearly 2 million of the
city’s 7 million people turned out
on Sunday, according to esti-
mates by protest organizers.

Police said 338,000 were
counted on the designated
protest route in the “peak peri-
od” of the march. A week earli-
er as many as 1 million people
demonstrated to voice their
concern over Hong Kong’s rela-
tions with mainland China in
one of the toughest tests of the
territory’s special status since
Beijing took control in a 1997
handover. The scenes were 
similar to those seen nearly 
five years earlier, when protest-
ers camped for weeks in the
streets to protest rules that pre-
vented the direct election of the
city’s chief executive, the top
local official.
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Hong Kong democracy
activist Joshua Wong

called on the city’s pro-Beijing
leader Carrie Lam to resign
after he walked free from
prison on Monday, as historic
anti-government protests
rocked the city.

“She is no longer qualified
to be Hong Kong’s leader,”
Wong told reporters.  “She
must take the blame and resign,
be held accountable and step
down.”  Wong was sent to
prison in May after he lost an
attempt to quash a jail sentence
over the huge democracy
protests he helped lead in 2014.

His release comes as Hong
Kong is rocked by historic
anti-government protests. 

They were initially sparked
by mass public opposition to a

plan to allow extraditions to
China.

But the movement has
since morphed into the latest
expression of public rage
against both the city’s leaders
and Beijing.

Speaking to the media out-
side Lai Chi Kok Correctional
Institute, 22-year-old Wong
called on protesters to contin-
ue their protests and civil dis-
obedience campaign.

“We demand Carrie Lam
to step down, completely with-
draw the extradition law, and
retract the ‘riot’ label,” he said,
referring to Lam’s previous
term to describe protesters
earlier in the week.

He also condemned
authorities for firing tear gas
and rubber bullets during vio-
lent clashes between protesters
and police on Wednesday.
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Papua New Guinea will not
renew a contract with an

Australian company providing
security at Pacific refugee camps,
a senior minister has told AFP,
in another setback for the deeply
controversial policy. 

S ingap ore-reg i s tere d
Paladin Holdings provides secu-
rity and other services at three
“transition centres” for refugees
being held on Papua New
Guinea’s remote Manus Island
after trying to get to Australia.

Canberra has turned back
thousands of refugees arriving
by sea, instead putting them in
offshore camps where mental ill-
ness and suicide attempts are
rife. The policy has cost Australia
billions of dollars and earned it
international opprobrium, but
remains a vote winner at home.

Yet the new government in
Port Moresby, Papua New
Guinea’s capital, plans to “ter-
minate (the) Paladin contract by
end of this month” said
Immigration Minister Petrus
Thomas.

Thomas said his
Government had notified
Australia’s home affairs depart-
ment that it will launch a “trans-
parent tender process” that
focuses on local firms’ partici-
pation.
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President Xi Jinping would
make his maiden visit to

Pyongyang this week - the first
by a Chinese leader in 14 years
- in a big boost to the North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un,
who is under heavy pressure
from the US to give up nuclear
weapons programme.

Xi will visit Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) - the official name for
North Korea - from June 20 to
21, at the invitation of Kim, the
spokesperson for the
International Department of
the ruling Communist Party of
China, Hu Zhaoming,
announced here.

His visit coincides with the
70th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties
between the two countries.

Xi’s visit, the first by a
Chinese leader in 14 years to the
internationally isolated country

reeling under UN sanctions for
pursing nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, comes ahead of his
proposed meeting with US
President Donald Trump on
the sidelines of G-20 summit
scheduled to be held on June 28-
29 in Tokyo.

The last state visit made by
a Chinese president to North
Korea was in 2005 by then
Chinese president Hu Jintao at
the invitation of the former
North Korean leader Kim Jong-
il.Kim, who had two summit
meetings with Trump, is under
immense pressure from the US

president to give up the nuclear
programme. Their summit at
Hanoi, Vietnam in February
failed and Trump staved off
pressure to agree to lift crippling
UN sanctions.

Kim, who shares close ties
with President Xi, has travelled
to China ahead of his proposed
meetings with Trump, prompt-
ing the US president Tump to
allege that the Chinese President
was negatively influencing the
North Korean leader from
clinching a deal to give up the
nuclear programme. The North
Korean leader has visited China
four times in recent years.

Commenting on Xi’s visit,
Chinese strategic experts said
that making such a significant
visit before the G20 summit
shows that China is trying to fur-
ther highlight its unique influ-
ence to push forward the peace
process on the Korean Peninsula
nuclear issue.
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Thirty people were killed
late Sunday in a triple sui-

cide bombing in northeast
Nigeria, emergency services
reported, in an attack bearing
the hallmarks of the Boko
Haram jihadist group.

Three bombers detonated
their explosives outside a hall
in Konduga, 38 kilometres (24
miles) from the Borno state
capital Maiduguri, where foot-
ball fans were watching a match
on TV.

“The death toll from the
attack has so far increased to
30. We have over 40 people
injured,” Usman Kachalla, head
of operations at the State
Emergency Management
Agency (SEMA), said on
Monday.

An earlier toll from the
blasts, the bloodiest in months,
gave 17 dead and 17 wounded.

The attack happened

around 9:00 pm (1800 GMT),
Ali Hassan, the leader of a self-
defence group in the town, said.

The owner of hall pre-
vented one of the bombers
from entering the packed
venue.

“There was a heated argu-
ment between the operator
and the bomber who blew
himself up,” Hassan said by
phone.

Two other bombers who
had mingled among the crowd
at a tea stall nearby also deto-
nated their suicide vests.

Hassan said most 
of the victims were from out-
side the soccer viewing centre.
“Nine people died on the spot,
including the operator, and 48
were injured,” Hassan
said.Kachala said the 
high number of fatalities 
was because emergency
responders had been unable 
to reach the site of the blast
quickly.
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A“suspected explosion” near
the China-North Korean

border caused a small earth-
quake on Monday, Chinese
seismology authorities said,
less than an hour after news
broke about Chinese President
Xi Jinping’s upcoming trip to
Pyongyang.

According to the China
Earthquake Networks Center,
the 1.3-magnitude earthquake
with a zero-metre depth
occurred at 19:38 pm (1138
GMT) in Hunchun city in
northeastern Jilin province.

It was unclear what caused
the explosion.

In the past, nuclear tests by
Pyongyang have caused
tremors around the northern
border China shares with
North Korea.

But the latest incident
occurred more than 200 kilo-
metres (125 miles) from
Punggye-ri, the North’s nuclear
site under Mount Mantap.

Analysts played down the
tremor, saying it may have
been caused by a number of
factors.

“Don’t be alarmed just yet
folks,” tweeted Vipin Narang, a
security studies professor at the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. “Mining explo-
sions for example can cause
small tremors.” An official at
South Korea’s meteorological
administration said there was
“nothing in particular that can
be detected through the seismic
waves”, according to the coun-
try’s Yonhap news agency.

In September 2017, a test
conducted at North Korea’s
nuclear site at Punggye-ri trig-
gered a 6.3-magnitude earth-
quake that was felt across
China’s northern border.

Chinese seismologists later con-
cluded that Pyongyang’s main
nuclear test site had partially
collapsed, rendering it unusable,
following the massive bomb
blast -- which the North claimed
was a hydrogen bomb test.

Experts later cast doubt on
that claim, with Jeffrey Lewis of
the Middlebury Institute of
Strategic Studies commenting
that there was “no evidence”
that it was unusable.

In January 2016, Chinese
border residents in northern
Jilin province were evacuated
from buildings after feeling
tremors from a North Korean
nuclear test. 
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Calmness has always been Rohit
Sharma's biggest asset and the bliss

of fatherhood has only enhanced his
composed personality, something
which has reflected in his stellar per-
formances in the World Cup.

The Indian vice-captain has hit the
high notes with hundreds against
South Africa and Pakistan along with
a half-century against Australia.

For him, more than planning and
preparation, it is the "head space" that
has made all the difference.

"I think it's just the space I am in
right now. It's a very good phase in my
life. Having a daughter in my life actu-
ally has put me in a good space. So,
yeah, I think I'm enjoying my cricket,"
Rohit said after his match-winning 140
off 113 balls against Pakistan here on
Sunday.

"I think as a team we're heading in
the right direction. For us, it is impor-
tant to just keep ticking all the boxes,
and I think, as a team, we have done
that most of the time," Virat Kohli's
deputy echoed his skipper's senti-
ments.

In every match so far, Rohit's risk
assessment has been immaculate in the
initial phase of the innings.

"The last two days we were here,
the pitch was under the covers, and it
was a little soft when we started.
When the conditions are like that, it
becomes more of a new ball game and
then the opposition can put pressure
if you lose a few wickets," he said. 

His captain had termed Rohit's
hundred against South Africa as his
best ODI innings.

So when asked where he would
rate his match-winning effort against
Pakistan, Rohit responded nonchalant-
ly."I'm sure if I get 100 in another game,
you'll ask me the same question. Was
this satisfying," he laughed.

"I don't know. It's hard to put any
knock on the top because all those
knocks you play for your country are
very, very important," he said.

Against Pakistan, Rohit scored 30
runs through cuts and 28 through pull
shots which included seven fours and
three sixes.

Was he pleasantly surprised that
Pakistan bowlers, especially Hasan
Ali and Wahab Riaz, bowled short and
wide to him?

"I don't know what happens in
their team meeting, whether it's to bowl
up (fuller) or bowl short. The first 10
overs, they bowled pretty well. Of

course, we know in England, once you
are in, it's very hard for the bowlers to
come back, and there's not enough
room for error. That is pretty simple,"
said the second highest aggregator in
the competition (319 runs) behind
Aaron Finch (343 runs).

But he did agree that Pakistan
bowled to his strength as the innings
went on.

"They did bowl up (fuller) a fair
amount, but then, again, as a batsman
you are ready to just pounce on it when
given or bowl to your strength. So I
think it is my strength when someone
bowls short to me," he added.

The best response to a question
was the one with which he signed off.

A Pakistani journalist asked, what
would be his advice for Pakistan team
which is in a crisis situation, he said:
"Jab main Pakistan team ka coach
banoonga tab jawab doonga (I will
answer when I become Pakistan
coach)". 
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Pakistan captain Sarfaraz Ahmed has
reconciled to the fact that they "were

a better team than India in the 90's" and
now the tables have turned.

The soft-spoken Pakistan captain
was literally hounded by his country's
media with a host of uncomfortable
questions following the team's heavy
defeat against India here on Sunday.

Asked if the Indo-Pak rivalry has fiz-
zled out over the years, Sarafaraz said:
"We are not handling pressure well. The
team that handles pressure in these
games win. The Pakistan teams of the
90's, used to enjoy upper hand but  now
India is better than Pakistan. That's why
they win matches."

Prime Minister Imran Khan's advice
was "bat first even if the pitch is damp"
but Sarfaraz Khan doggedly defended his
decision, saying the reason for defeat was
"failure in all three departments".

The Pakistan Prime Minister and an
iconic World Cup winning captain, in a
series of tweets on the marquee clash,
had spoken about the right approach for
the high-pressure game.

"The whole team is not performing
well in all three departments. If you talk
about fielding, even Virat Kohli had said
that he would have fielded. We haven't
seen the pitch for two days. There was
some moisture and hence I decided on
fielding. We won a good toss but
didn't hit the right length," said
Sarfaraz.

A defeat against India
inevitably gives rise to conspiracy
theories and the post match media
interaction was no different.

"Why is it that the players' body lan-
guage is so negative?" asked one of the
scribes. The manner in which Sarfaraz
kept his counsel was remarkable.

"May be you guys have seen some-
thing in the body language but players
are trying their best. Their has been field-
ing lapses. Rohit could have been run-
out twice and had we availed those
chances, it could have been a differ-
ent result."

Another one asked, "Have all

players been physically and mentally fit
to take on India?"

"There are no issues with anyone.
Imad Wasim (gastric problem) had an
issue but everyone had passed the fitness
test. Now that we have lost, you can raise
the issue."

The third person's query was about
what happened to agitated Mohammed
Amir gesticulating to media manager
Raza Kitchlew.

"I didn't see anything. May be he was
angry because he was trying to get wick-
ets which he didn't get," Sarfaraz rea-
soned.

He also clarified on the alleged rift
in the dressing room with seniors like
Mohammed Hafeez and Shoaib Malik
being unhappy with his leadership.

"There are no ill-feelings in the dress-
ing room. The boys are backing each
other. As far as why I didn't give Hafeez
and Shoaib more than an over, it is
because I felt there was no need for that.
The batsmen were set and they went for
runs (11 each) in the only over that they
bowled."

Although it's a Herculean task for a
team placed ninth among the 10 com-
peting nations but he said that the
endeavour is to win the remaining four
games, said Sarfaraz.

"We should try to be positive and
think like, okay we did-

n't play good
cricket but

let's try and
win four
games in
order to
bounce
b a c k , "
h e
added. 
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For his winning smile,
petite body structure,
young age and rosy

cheeks, Kuldeep Yadav is quite
a combative person. 

He throws the tempera-
ment of a quick at you, albeit
with disarming simplicity. Not
surprising, as he initially aspired
to be and wanted to train for
pace bowling but was luckily
spotted by his Kanpur coach as
a better physique for spin, an art
he has since perfected.

He does not take things
lying down, is fearless in chal-
lenging even the stalwarts of the
bat from any part of the world
in any ground of the world with
his flighted deliveries. Ask him
why he has not been very suc-
cessful in taking wickets recent-
ly and he is instantly up in vocal
disagreement.

"It's not as if I have not been
performing. As a bowler my job
is not just to take wickets.
Often I am given the responsi-
bility of containing the oppo-
nent and I have been doing that
just fine," he said at the Old
Trafford after the eventful
match against Pakistan where
his contribution broke the part-
nership that was beginning to
worry India.

Old Trafford was also the
ground where this son of a brick
kiln owner from Kanpur
bowled a beauty to get Babar
Azam out at a crucial time.

The ball to Azam turned in
the air, first to deceive the bat-
ter to commit on his leg before
mischievously drifting out and
then stealthily but smoothly
gliding into the stumps from a
narrow gap between the bat and
the pad.

Some decades back, the
ground had hosted a then
young Shane Warne's ball of the
century as it is called, bowled as
it was to an experienced Mike
Gatting.

Yadav's astonishing delivery
was equally befuddling if not as
celebrated, yet. By all counts, it
was the ball of the tournament.

"Getting Azam out was the
best delivery for me in this
tournament. I got him out in the
Asia Cup as well. In the rain
break, I went back and watched
that delivery. It had drift and
turn, so any spinner will love that
delivery. It's a proper dream

delivery and a proper Test deliv-
ery. Deceiving the batsman in
the air and making him commit
the mistake. A perfect delivery,"
he said in hindsight.

The smile was all there
despite the fact that his place in
the team mostly comes after
many huddles, ifs and buts. At
Old Trafford too, with overcast
conditions, if was being widely
perceived that Yadav would be
replaced by pacer Mohammad
Sami but he retained his place on
his skipper's confidence which
he buttressed with his twin
breakouts.

After getting Azam, he
struck again in his next over to
send the left-handed Fakhar
packing after he dared to play
Yadav against the spin, only to
be caught at short fine leg.
Zaman too was foxed, at 62,
breaking whatever effort

Pakistan could have made to
stand up to India's 336, or later
as it turned out, 302 in 40 overs.

In the end, Yadav sported a
handsome 2-32 figure with his
left-arm wrist spinning a win for
his team even as a more lionised
Chahal struggled unusually at
the other end.

"Both Azam and Zaman
play spin well. They were rotat-
ing the strike and were attack-
ing, so it was important to break
that partnership. Getting Babar
out and then another wicket put
them under pressure and
according to DLS they needed a
very high run-rate and that was
a plus point for us," he points out
to bring in the relevance of his
achievement into context.

His place in the Indian
squad for the World Cup was
mired in scepticism but he has
done enough to cement his

position in the squad for some
time to come.

For a disastrous IPL season
which finished for him with
giving away a 27-run last over
last season, many questioned
his place in the World Cup but
the small town spinner has
held his own with 1-46 against
South Africa and a break-
through performance against
Pakistan.

"Everyone is talking about
my rhythm. I don't think I lost
my rhythm. It happens when
you don't pick wickets but the
last three games I have bowled
really well. In the game against
Australia, they were struggling
to hit me and that's important
for any spinner," he said.

Yadav is one of the few
spinners to have a five wicket
haul in all formats of the game,
a talent under Kohli's eye. Even

vice-captain Rohit Sharma is all
praise for Yadav's efforts and
said the team always gets
around him to keep his confi-
dence up.

"He's our match-winning
bowler in the middle overs and
today you saw how important
those crucial wickets were. Both
the batsmen were set. Of course,
he didn't start the tournament the
way he would like to, but for us
as a group around him, our job
is to just make sure that he gets
that confidence, he gets that
backing from the team," Sharma
added.

Yadav has claimed 90 wick-
ets from 47 ODI matches since
his debut in 2017. That's no mean
achievement. Just the beginning
for this containment bowling
wicket-taker with a big heart and
big self-confidence as he under-
stands the game quite well.
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Everyone knows how good a
batsman Rohit Sharma is
but for me the more impor-

tant innings against Pakistan
was from KL Rahul.

Going into the game, the
biggest question mark about this
India team was how they would
cope without Shikhar Dhawan.

The fact the top three all got
runs, that Sharma and Rahul put
on more than a hundred for the
first wicket and that Virat Kohli
got more runs, is huge for India
going forward in the tourna-
ment.

Every team that comes up
against India will know that the
top three are going to be a real
danger and give them the perfect
platform, especially with Rohit's
tendency to score big hundreds.

That is now three straight
wins against three good teams
and puts India in a great position
to reach the semi-finals.

Prior to this, the one bowler
who had been a little bit of a con-
cern was Kuldeep Yadav, who
didn't seem to have found his
form.

However he was brilliant in
this game, particularly the dis-
missal of Babar Azam which was
a sensational delivery.

That leaves India with Jasprit
Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep
all bowling well, what more can
they ask for?

It is a little like England, at
the moment everything seems to
be going right and the fans
should be very happy.

This is starting to feel a lit-

tle like the West Indian teams of the
1970s, where the opposition would
start the game with a psychologi-
cal disadvantage. Teams are worried
about facing India and how they
will cope with them, which imme-
diately puts them on the back foot.

In this game I felt that Pakistan
made a mistake bowling first.
Traditionally they are not a chasing
team, and we saw how well they
played against England batting
first.

That was a blessing in disguise
in many ways and India were able
to take the game away from them
with their batting.

It felt like there was more pres-
sure on Pakistan, who had built this
up to be a huge game, whereas
India and Rohit, in particular, were
able to treat it like any other match.
That is vital in an ICC Men's
Cricket World Cup. You cannot put
too much pressure on yourself
because of who the opposition is.

The one slight worry was
Bhuvneshwar's injury but they have
six days before the next game
against Afghanistan so that will give
him the chance to get back fit again.

In the moment it was obvious-
ly a blow for India, but in some
ways it worked out well for them

because it meant we got more of a
look at Vijay Shankar.

He did well in his first game of
the tournament and took his
opportunity, first with the bat and
then later on with the ball.

Shankar's performance increas-
es India's options, and as and when
Dhawan returns, it will make for an
interesting selection dilemma.

That is a debate for another
time though, for now India should
be very happy with how they have
performed so far and long may it
continue.
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Former pacer Shoaib Akhtar
has slammed Sarfaraz

Ahmed's “brainless captaincy'
after Pakistan's humiliating 89-
run loss to India.

"I don't understand how can
a captain be so brainless, could-
n't Sarfaraz think that we don't
chase well. Square of the wick-
et is dry, the wicket is not wet.
Knowing the fact and your
strength is not batting it's bowl-
ing," Akhtar said on his official
YouTube channel.

Pakistan added one more
defeat to their already dismal
record in the World Cup against
India, taking it to 7-0 in favour
of the arch-rivals.

Skipper Sarafraz won the
toss and opted to field first
allowing India to post an impos-
ing target of 337 on the back of
a brilliant 140 by opener Rohit
Sharma and half centuries by KL
Rahul (57) and Virat Kohli
(77). According to Akhtar, win-
ning the toss was crucial aspect
of the game and half the match
was won had Sarfaraz decided
to bat first.

"Now when you had won
the toss, you had won half the
match there. But what did you
do? You tried that we should not
win this match. Yet again, brain-
less captaincy, utterly stupid
management."

Highlighting Pakistan's in
ability to chase, Akhtar referred
to their defeat to India  in 1999
and the previous game against
Australia.

"We don't have a history of
chasing. Inzamam, Yusuf, Saeed
Anwar, Shahid Afridi all big
batsmen were playing in this
ground in 1999 and we had to
make 227, we weren't able to do
that. So when you got the
chance after winning the toss
you should have batted."

The Rawalpindi Express
also criticised the batsmen for

not making use of the conditions
unlike their Indian counter-
parts.

"There was no thinking,
one-dimensional players came
to bat, but the toss was very cru-
cial to win it and in that even if
Pakistan scored 260 they would
have done it because the pres-
sure is on required run rate. But
who would tell them?"

"I think it's a very sadden-
ing and disheartening perfor-
mance by Pakistan team captain
and that's why I was saying that
use your head but he tried to not
use his brain." 

Akhtar singled out pacer
Hasan Ali — who went for 84
off his 9 overs — as one of the
architects of the defeat.

"Yet again, our bowling,
Hasan Ali, he can jump on
Wagah border but when there is
time to exert force, do it here. All
these things look good if you
take 6-7 wickets, you come here
and give 82-84 runs. What
mindset is this?

"I think his mindset is that
he wants to be a T20 player, this
is his 4th or 5th match for
Pakistan and see the conditions,
neither there is any pace or
swing. I'm failing to under-
stand what he wants to achieve." 

Meanwhile, Sachin
Tendulkar feels Sarfaraz Ahmed
was a "confused" man and his
team lacked "imagination".

"I thought he (Sarfaraz) was
confused because when Wahab
(Riaz) was bowling he had a
short mid-wicket. And when
Shadab (Khan) came on to
bowl he had a slip for
him,"Tendulkar said.

"In these conditions it
becomes difficult for a leg-spin-
ner to grip the ball, especially
when he's not getting the right
line and length. That is not the
right way to approach a big
game," he added.

"They lacked imagination,
lacked out of the box thinking."
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Former skipper Wasim
Akram led Pakistan's crick-

et community in lambasting the
team for "going down without
a fight" against arch-rivals India.

The 1992 champions were
then restricted to 212 for six in
40 overs in 337 run chase when
rain stopped play, paving the
way for India's comprehensive
89-run win via D/L method.

"The team selection to me
is not right and I don't see any
planning going into this World
Cup," Wasim said.

"Win or lose is part of the
game but not this way we just
went down without a fight."

Under-fire Sarfaraz, howev-
er, defended his decision to
bowl first but many former stal-
warts said it was a poor decision
and reading of the pitch.

"Virat Kohli basically

played mind games by saying he
would have bowled first and we
fell into his trap," former Test
batsman Basit Ali said.

He noted that Kohli had
shown himself to be a more
shrewd captain and better plan-
ner than Sarfaraz.

Former captain
Muhammad Yousuf too
slammed Pakistan's poor show,
saying the team's body language
was not positive.

"When we played against
India it was the premium match
for us and we never wanted to
lose but yesterday the body lan-
guage of our captain and play-
ers was just not positive and
energetic enough," he said.

Yousuf said that everyone

knew that the present Indian
team was a quality side with top
class batsmen and the only
way to beat them was to bring
them under pressure.

"Two years back the mis-
take Kohli made at the toss by
allowing Pakistan to bat in the
final was repeated by Sarfaraz
yesterday. No matter how good
a batting side a team when you
chase in a big match like this
you always come under pres-
sure."

Former Test opener
Mohsin Khan lamented that the
team lacked self belief against
India.

"No matter how strong this
Indian team the fact is our play-
ers just didn't display the moti-

vation, energy or heart to
believe in themselves that we
can win the match," said Khan,
a former chief selector and ex-
head coach.

"In the past when we did-
n't have so many facilities it was
our spirit that won us so many
games against India. Now it is
different I see more energy
and desire to win on part of
Indian players compared to
us."

Former allrounder Abdul
Razzaq felt it was the responsi-
bility of captain and coach to
give a plan to the players and
ensure they had the game sense
and skills to executive them.

"If some player is not skill-
ful enough to execute plans he
should be sacked. India lost
Kumar early on but they didn't
feel his absence as the other
bowlers knew what their job
was," he said.
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Vijay Shankar made his pres-
ence felt on his World Cup

debut with two crucial
Pakistani wickets and the Tamil
Nadu all-rounder is backing
himself to play an important
role in India's campaign.

If someone had told him six
months back that his bowling
would become crucial to India's
plans at the quadrennial event,
it would not have been a sur-
prise for him.

His ‘three dimensional’
ability was put to test against
Pakistan and he responded
with wickets of opener Imam ul
Haq and rival captain Sarfaraz
Ahmed.

“I knew that I was batting
well but my handy bowling
makes me useful,” Shankar told
reporters during a mixed zone
interaction.

He got a wicket with his
very first World Cup delivery
after Bhuvneshwar Kumar hob-
bled off the field due to a ham-
string injury.

"I need to keep on improv-
ing on all aspects of game and
that's how I look at things, so
that when situation comes I am
ready to face it. I was always
focused on my preparation,"
Shankar said after returning
impressive figures of 2/22 in 5.4
overs.

Although he is designated
for the number four slot in the
batting order, Shankar is now
ready to bat at number six or
seven since the team manage-
ment is expected to promote
Hardik Pandya up the order in
case top three go on to play till
35th over. 

"First few innings during
Australia series, I batted at
Nos 6 or 7. When playing for

your country, you should be
ready to adapt yourself to dif-
ferent situation," said Shankar,
who got a run-a-ball 15 in
India's 336 for 5.

But getting a wicket off the
first ball was a "pleasant sur-

prise".
"That was a surprise for me

as it's rare for someone to get
injured and I come in as
replacement. Getting a wicket
off first ball is special thing for
me.

"It was a great opportunity
for me to make my World Cup
debut against Pakistan as a lot of
people would have watched the
game. I just wanted to enjoy the
moment as you don't get to
experience this often," he said. 
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�How is your back?
Drastically improved. I’ve had exten-

sive treatment and medication which have
helped me no end. I’ve had a small hit in
the netsand hopefully be fit to play.
�The pitch would have had two days to
recover. Does it favour the spinners?

Having watched the game, India-
Pakistan, it offered enough for both. With
the seam it went through and bounced
quite nicely, and then it turned a little bit
with the spinners. We’ve just been out to
look at the wicket. It still hasn’t been like
dressed up, prepared and rolled. We’ll have
today as to what balance of bowling line-
up we’ll go with.
� Is Alex Hales a name in the discussions?

Again, I’ve not been part of any discus-
sions simply because I’ve been firmly
focused on managing the players and
everything else that’s ongoing. I haven’t spo-
ken to Ed Smith since the selection meet-
ing. So I don’t know.
� Is there any thought to getting every-
one in the squad a game before maybe
Knockout Stage?

At the moment, there’s not. It’s all about
qualifying, and if we do get to that period
at some stage we might look into it.
�How do you look at India’s perfor-
mance, and do you think are your
strongest opposition?

New Zealand are sliding under the
radar. They are extremely strong at the
moment, along with India, both have put
in performances, no doubt, over the next
week sore so. We did see Bhuvneshwar
Kumar go down in that last game. No doubt
over the next week, there will be more
injuries and surprises throughout the
tournament.It will be how teams respond
to that, and the strength that they have
within their squad of 15 players.
�You are the favourites.  Do you have to
be careful on the mental preparation for
this match against Afghanistan?

In a couple of games so far w’ve been
head hot favourites and underlining our
preparation is the humility and the grati-
tude with which we go about things, and
that’s an important part of trying to beat
teams like Afghanistan. We went through
the same process in the warm up game.
They are a strong side. I said previous to
the tournament, they will beat teams in this
World Cup. They haven’t managed to do
that yet. So that makes today a tougher
challenge.
�How wary are you of Rashid Khan?

There are three spinners. It’s probably
their strongest component as a team. It’s a
challenge that we’re going to have to over-
come. Pretty much every time we play
against an Asian team, that’s the case. You
look over at where they are practising, they
are practising against quicks, and look over
at our nets and we’re practising against spin.
That’s just a challenge that both sides come
up against.
�Did you give any thought maybe if
Moeen comes back?

It’s a reasonable place for everybody to
get some form. It seems to be the nicest
place to bat at the moment. But I mean, if
we manage to qualify, we'll look at players
and how they are going and what sort of
time in the middle or bowling they need
to get under their belt for later stages but
our first priority at the moment is trying
to get into that top four slot.
�How crucial is this match?

This week is a important. We’ve had a
lot of space in between games, which has
allowed us to come into the games that
we’ve played extremely fresh. The challenge
is going to be how quickly we can bounce
back from good results or defeats.
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Struck by a series of injury setbacks,
England will look to get the combi-
nation right when they take on the

low-ranked but spirited Afghanistan in
their bid get closer to a semi-final berth
today.

The hosts are struggling with fitness
issues, the latest being captain Eoin
Morgan having to leave the field with a
back spasm during the game against the
West Indies.

Opening batsman Jason Roy was also
forced off the field during the same match

due to a tight hamstring and has been ruled
out of the game today and on Friday
(against Sri Lanka).

Himself in doubt for the Afghanistan
game, Morgan insisted there is no need to
hit the panic button just yet. His fitness will
be monitored over the next 24 hours before
the final call is take on his participation
today.

“It is sore. I have had back spasms
before and it normally takes a few days to
settle down. It is unclear, we will know
more in the next 24 hours. You normally
get a good indication the following day,”
Morgan said after the victory against West

Indies.
In case Morgan isn’t fully fit, vice cap-

tain Jos Buttler is likely to lead the team
which boasts of a strong bench strength
that includes the likes of Tom Curran and
Moeen Ali.

After suffering a shock loss to Pakistan,
England have got their act together,
excelling in all three departments and the
hosts will want to continue riding on the
winning momentum.

On the other hand, Afghanistan will
be eager to post their first win in the ongo-
ing 50-over showpiece.

Playing in their second World Cup, the

bottom-placed Afghanistan lost all four of
their matches till now to South Africa,
Australia, Sri Lanka and New Zealand
respectively.

However, the players from the war-
torn nation can take confidence from the
fact that they almost pulled off a win
against Sri Lanka.

The main concern will be batting as
Afghanistan are yet to play out 40-plus
overs in any of their games.

They made an encouraging start
against South Africa, with openers
Hazratullah Zazai and Noor Ali Zadran
watchfully negotiating the early overs but

failed to capitalise on that.
The rest of the team couldn't reach

double digits apart from Rashid Khan, who
once again showed that he is shaping up
to be a talented all-rounder.

The conditions, and whether the
wicket supports spin, will play a crucial for
the Afghans who rely heavily on their
tweakers Rashid and Mohammad Nabi to
get them the breakthroughs.

�G#���
England: Eoin Morgan, Moeen Ali, Jofra
Archer, Jonny Bairstow, Jos Buttler, Tom
Curran, Liam Dawson, Liam Plunkett, Adil
Rashid, Joe Root, Jason Roy, Ben Stokes,
James Vince, Chris Woakes, Mark Wood.
Afghanistan: Gulbadin Naib (c), Noor Ali
Zadran, Hazratullah Zazai, Rahmat Shah
(wk), Asghar Afghan, Hashmatullah
Shahidi, Najibullah Zadran, Samiullah
Shinwari, Mohammad Nabi, Rashid Khan,
Dawlat Zadran, Aftab Alam, Hamid
Hassan, Mujeeb ur Rahman, Ikram Ali
Khil.
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England opener Jason
Roy will  miss the

hosts’ next two World
Cup matches with a torn
left  hamstring,  the
England and Wales
Cricket Board said on
Monday.

Roy, who suffered the
injury while fielding dur-
ing England’s win over the
West Indies on Friday,
has been ruled out of
Tuesday’s group fixture
against Afghanistan at
Old Trafford and Friday’s
match against Sri Lanka at
Headingley.

Meanwhile, England
captain Eoin Morgan,
who suffered a back
spasm in the field against
the West Indies, and like
Roy did not bat in that
match, will be assessed
ahead of the Afghanistan
clash and could yet play
against the tournament
minnows.

“England batsman
Jason Roy, who left the
field during West Indies'

innings in the ICC
Cricket World Cup fixture
on Friday due to left ham-
string tightness, under-
went an MRI scan on
Saturday in London,” an

ECB statement read.
“The MRI confirmed

that Roy has suffered a
hamstring tear. As a result
of the injury, he will be
reassessed on an ongoing

basis this week.
“He is set to miss

England's next two match-
es in the ICC Cricket World
Cup against Afghanistan
(18 June) and Sri Lanka (21
June).”

As for Morgan's condi-
tion, the ECB said he had
undergone a scan at the
weekend and received fur-
ther treatment.

“The spasm has settled
down and will be moni-
tored over the next 24 hours
ahead of England's next
match against Afghanistan
tomorrow (Tuesday) at Old
Trafford, Manchester,” the
statement added.

Roy, who suffered a
hamstring injury during
England’s tour of the
Caribbean earlier this year,
hit a fifty in their World
Cup opening win over
South Africa and then
struck a commanding 153
in a victory over
Bangladesh.

But he fell for just 14
during England's surprise
group loss to Pakistan at
Trent Bridge.

Joe Root was promoted
to open alongside Jonny
Bairstow against the West
Indies and the Test skipper
responded with an unbeat-
en century. 

In the next few years, Afghanistan
must work on their batting if they

are to bridge the gap and improve. 
Right now, that’s the difference

when you compare them with other
teams in the World Cup.

Batting was always going to be
the main problem for Afghanistan,
particularly in English conditions,
and we still haven’t seen out 40-plus
overs in a game, which makes it very
tough to achieve. 

It’s hard to be competitive when
the batting is not clicking. You can’t
just depend on fielding and bowling
all the time, so that’s where the
improvement needs to come. 

For me, it all comes down to
preparation. 

This is a big stage, playing in
England against the world’s top
sides means the level is very high, so
you have to get the preparation just
right.

In the last two games, the open-
ers Hazratullah Zazai and Noor Ali
Zadran have at least started better,
but instead, the collapses have come
further down the order. 

These are not simple issues to
resolve as most are technical, but
they are important if Afghanistan are
to improve as a cricketing nation. 

It’s now about working very
hard on skills and shot selection.
Mentally, the focus needs to be just
right. 

Next up for the team is England,
and that’s obviously not going to be

easy. In my opinion, they are the hot
favourites to win the competition
just ahead of India. 

It’s always tough playing England
in English conditions, so it’s about
playing good, respected cricket to
create a close match.

Beating them here would create
history, but to do that it’ll take more
than just good bowling. 

The conditions, and whether
the wicket supports spinners, will
be crucial. Equally, Afghanistan
must also work hard and show

passion for the country.
If these things happen and every-

one contributes, maybe then we can
make history. 

Whatever happens in this World
Cup though, the future is still bright
for Afghanistan. We have lots of
young talent, particularly in the
U15 and U19 sides. 

In Rashid Khan and Mohammad
Nabi, we have talented players who
have played all over the globe and
can be key to our bright future. 

Rashid once again showed
against South Africa that he is a very
talented all-rounder on top of his
spin bowling, which everyone
already knows about.

Don’t forget that we are still new
to European conditions. Day by day
we will improve, and next time we
will be better. 
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Tackling a lower-ranked
Fiji should not be prob-

lem for the Indian hockey
team at the FIH Women’s
Series Finals but chief coach
Sjoerd Marijne says the job
will get easier if his side could
improve its “conversion rate”.

At number nine, India is
top ranked side in the tour-
nament and has conceded
just one goal in two match-
es played so far. India beat
Uruguay 4-1 before blanking
Poland 5-0.

A victory against World
No 44 Fiji in their last Pool
A match will ensure a semi-
final place for the Rani
Rampal-led Indian side on
Tuesday.

“There is no doubt that
the team has played well in
the first couple of matches,
but we want to be perform-
ing at the highest level pos-
sible, and I believe that there
is still room for improve-
ment. Our conversion rate
can definitely be higher and

if that happens, it will be eas-
ier for us to win the match-
es,” said Marijne.

“What has impressed
me in the first two matches
has been the fact that we
have created good field
opportunities, and have also
been able to earn more
penalty corners. The team is
enjoying themselves on the
pitch, and that is good to see
as a coach that your players
are enjoying each other’s
company,” he added.

The 45-year-old

Dutchman said his team is
now gelling well.

“The most important
aspect for me, is to see how
the players enjoy playing
together, and how they com-
bine on and off the field.
When you keep trying to
combine on the field, it
results in everybody getting
an opportunity to play and
perform as well,” he said.

The chief coach said the
team is focused on winning
all the matches and won't
take any opponent lightly.
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Luis Suarez and Edinson
Cavani were on target as

Uruguay thumped 10-man
Ecuador 4-0 in their opening
Group C match at the Copa
America on Sunday.

Nicolas Lodeiro opened
the scoring after just six min-
utes before Ecuador full-back
Jose Quintero was dismissed
for a flailing arm.

With a numerical advan-
tage, Uruguay ran riot at the
Mineirao stadium in Belo
Horizonte as Cavani and Suarez
netted before the break. The
rout was completed 12 minutes
from time with an Arturo Mina
own goal.

“We had chances in the
first half, we managed to take
them and that gave us the
tranquility to manage the
game,” said Cavani, who final-
ly scored his first Copa
America goal in his fourth
participation.

“It was an important step.”
It was the ideal beginning

for Uruguay in a tough Group
C alongside champions Chile
and guests Japan, who meet on
Monday in Sao Paulo.

Uruguay were off
to a dream start.

Suarez crossed
from the right and
Lodeiro proved the
coolest customer in
the Mineirao stadium as he
beat one defender with his
chest control, flicked the ball
over another and then hit a
crisp, low volley into the bot-
tom far corner.

Uruguay were rampant and
had the ball in the net soon
afterwards only for Cavani to
be given offside in the build-up.

Ecuador brought a physi-
cality to the contest that upset
the Uruguayan players and
Quintero was perhaps lucky to
escape punishment when
catching Diego Laxalt with an
elbow in an aerial challenge.

But moments later, his arm
made contact with Lodeiro's
face when challenging for
another header, this time draw-
ing blood.

Brazilian referee
Anderson Daronco —
whose bulging arm
muscles put even
Ecuador's strapping
players to shame — ini-
tially showed the full-

back a yellow card but after
consulting VAR he changed
that to red.

That left Ecuador with a
mountain to climb.

On 27 minutes, Alexander
Dominguez made a brilliant
low save to turn behind
Cavani's half-volley from 15
yards.

Paris Saint-Germain for-
ward Cavani was denied again
when Dominguez stunningly
tipped his clever back-flick
onto the post one-handed.

But it was third time lucky
on 33 minutes as Diego Godin
headed the ball into the danger
area and Cavani acrobatically
rasped a bicycle kick from
seven yards past a helpless
Dominguez, his 47th interna-

tional goal.


������#�#%#��
Nahitan Nandez wasted a

good chance, shooting straight
at Dominguez but Suarez put
the game to bed a minute
before the break, stealing in at
the back post to poke home a
flick-on from Martin Caceres.

With the game all but over
as a contest, the second half was
a damp squib of an affair.

The fourth came in calami-
tous fashion as Gaston Pereiro
tried to pick out Suarez from
Cavani's cross even though he
was only six yards from goal.
His header dropped to Ecuador
center-half Mina, who inadver-
tently volleyed into his own
goal.

“The important thing was
that the team won and now
we'll prepare for the next
match,” against Japan on
Thursday, said Suarez, who
notched his 57th goal for
Uruguay. 
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Maria Sharapova said on
Sunday that she has

“expectations” for herself ahead
of her return from a five-month
injury absence in Mallorca next
week.

The five-time Grand Slam
champion has not played since
withdrawing from the St
Petersburg event in January to
have surgery on a long-standing
shoulder injury.

Sharapova has struggled to
find top form since coming
back from a 15-month doping
ban in 2017.

“When you go out in a tour-
nament, anything can happen,”
the 32-year-old former world
number one told wtatennis.com.

“You want to go out on the
court and you want to show the
type of tennis you think you can
produce. I certainly have expec-
tations for myself... And I enjoy
getting better every day.

“The injuries are very frus-
trating... But then the next day,
you start feeling better.

“The next day, you get bet-

ter and you get a little more opti-
mistic. A few months later, even
though it's a long process, here
you are and you're excited to
compete again.”

Sharapova will face
Slovakia’s Viktoria Kuzmova in
the first round of the grass-court
Wimbledon warm-up event,
and could play three-time Grand
Slam title winner Angelique
Kerber in round two.

The Russian star beat for-
mer world number one Caroline
Wozniacki at the Australian
Open earlier this year, but has
only reached one major quarter-
final since being suspended for
taking meldonium.

Sharapova thinks that, due
to the injury, she was not enjoy-
ing her tennis six months ago.

“I’ve been through it before.
My shoulder has been trouble-
some for a majority of my
career,” she said.

“In January, I wasn’t really
enjoying playing because after
every match I would think
about what we would do to help
my shoulder.

“I wasn’t really thinking
about being excited about the
way I was playing, even though
there were some great matches
that I played in the start of the
year.”

Sharapova has slipped to
86th from 29th in the rankings
during her lay-off.

“I took this time in order to
come back to my first event and
feel like I have a really good
chance at it.

"Being away from the game
for a few months is always chal-
lenging, because you miss a lot
of things, but from a shoulder
perspective, I’m giving it a real-
ly good chance here. Every
match is going to be a really
good test.” 

�=
�� �/,//-#*/

Canadian rising star Felix
Auger-Aliassime's wait for a

maiden ATP title was extended on
Sunday as the teenager was beat-
en by Italian Matteo Berrettini in
the Stuttgart final.

The 18-year-old has risen to
21st in the world rankings this sea-
son, but fell to his third defeat from
as many finals, as Berrettini won
6-4, 7-6 (13/11).

The victory in the grass-court
Wimbledon warm-up was the
30th-ranked Berrettini's third title,
after triumphs on clay in Gstaad
last year and Budapest in April.

The Italian won all 50 of his
service games in Stuttgart, and

didn't face a break point in the
final.

"On grass, beating these unbe-
lievable guys... there were a lot of
tough moments," said Berrettini,
who did not lose a set during his
run, ousting second seed Karen
Khachanov in the second round.

Auger-Aliassime is one of a
number of Canadian youngsters
climbing through the tennis ranks,
including Denis Shapovalov and
Bianca Andreescu.

He saw five set points come
and go in the second-set tie-
break, before the 23-year-old
Berrettini — the first Italian grass-
court finalist since Andreas Seppi
at Eastbourne in 2011 — took his
third match point.
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West Indies took control of
their World Cup clash
with Bangladesh as Shai

Hope's 96 and the joint-fastest fifty
of the tournament from Shimron
Hetmyer inspired an imposing 321-
8 at Taunton on Monday.

It seemed Bangladesh captain
Mashrafe Mortaza might be reward-
ed for his decision to bowl first when
the West Indies were contained to
a sedate 94-1 from the first 22 overs.

But the Windies couldn't be
held in check in the second half of
the innings as Hope laid the foun-
dations for his country's fourth
highest World Cup score with a res-
olute 121-ball innings.

Hitting around Hope, Evin
Lewis made 70 from 67 balls before
Hetmyer smashed 50 in 26 balls, fea-
turing four fours and three sixes

It was the equal fastest 50 in this
year's tournament and the third
quickest by a West Indies batsman
in World Cup history.

Bangladesh will need the second
highest successful run chase in
World Cup history to take maxi-
mum points.

"The pitch flattened out a bit
more at the end and I was pretty
pleased with 321," Hope said.

"We've got a bit more pace and
height so hopefully we can extract
a bit more."

West Indies opener Chris Gayle
was expected to wreak havoc in the
tournament, but the big-hitting 39-
year-old has only managed scores of
50, 21 and 36.

Once again Gayle looked out of
sorts and he went 12 balls without
scoring before dangling his bat
limply at Mohammad Saifuddin's
seaming delivery on the 13th, with

the edge held low down by wicket-
keeper Mushfiqur Rahim.

Lewis kept grinding away and
reached his first World Cup fifty
from 58 balls.

That was the signal for the
opener to step on the gas and he

smashed a six and two fours in quick
succession

But Lewis paid the price for his
sudden aggression when he was
caught off Shakib Al Hasan going for
one more blast with the score on
122.

Lewis's partnership of 116 with
Hope was the West Indies' first cen-
tury stand of the World Cup.

A towering six from Nicholas
Pooran off Mehidy Hasan Miraz left
a hole in the roof of one of the
Taunton stands.

But Pooran, on 25 from 30 balls,
perished when he tried to slog-
sweep Shakib and miscued to
Soumya Sarkar at long-on.

Urgency finally injected into the
innings, Hetmyer followed Pooran's
gung-ho example with a sublime

display of hitting.
Blasting boundaries to all parts

of the ground, Hetmyer passed
1,000 ODI runs in his 27th innings.

His flamboyant display was
curtailed when he holed out off
Mustafizur Rahman.

Skipper Jason Holder's 33 from
15 balls — including four fours and
two sixes — filled in admirably for
Hetmyer to ensure the Windies went
past 300.

Bangladesh have had the upper
hand against the West Indies in
recent meetings, winning six of the
last seven, including all three games
in the Tri-nation series in Ireland
last month.

Both the West Indies and
Bangladesh have won one of their
four group matches, with two
defeats and one no result apiece.
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