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In a clear indication of the dif-
ficult road ahead for its

implementation, the
Opposition on Tuesday decid-
ed to oppose Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ambitious
“one nation, one election” pro-
posal, for which he would
make the first serious push dur-
ing his meeting with party
presidents on Wednesday.

The decision was taken
unanimously at a meeting of
the Opposition parties con-
vened by UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi and attended by
leaders from Congress, TMC,
DMK, NCP, NC, RSP, Left and
others.

However, BJP’s allies like
JD(U), Shiv Sena and
Shiromani Akali Dal are on
board the PM’s plan.  So are
those like Samajwadi Party,
BJD and TRS. 

Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury said the
parties were opposed to the
idea in principle. “Since some
issues are to be sorted out, the
UPA will meet again on
Wednesday morning to discuss
the issue further and take a

common stand at the meeting
called by Modi in the evening.” 

The Opposition’s tone was
set during the day itself with
West Bengal Chief Minister
and TMC chief Mamata
Banerjee excusing herself from
attending the meeting citing

lack of sufficient time to come
up with a “proper response” to
the matter and calling for cir-
culation of a white paper on the
subject to all political parties
inviting their views by provid-
ing adequate time to respond if
the Centre indeed wanted “con-

crete suggestions”.
In her letter to

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi, who had sent out
invites to all party presidents,
she said such a “serious and
sensitive subject” required con-
sultation with constitutional

and election experts and that to
frame a proper response, she
needed to consult all the mem-
bers of her party.

The PM will be meeting
with presidents of political
parties having at least one Lok
Sabha or Rajya Sabha member
on the issue.

The Left parties — CPM,
CPI — are strongly opposed to
the idea but their presidents
Sitaram Yechury and Sudhakar
Reddy may, however, join the
deliberations. The Left parties
term the proposal totally
“unrealistic and non-practi-
cal” one.  The CPM Politburo
in a detailed statement said this
proposal is not workable as the
duration of the Lok Sabha and
Assemblies are based on the
floor strength. When the
Government loses majority,
elections have to be conducted
within six months. They cited
how in 1996, 1998 and 1999
Lok Sabha elections had to be
held when Governments lost
the majority.

CPI national secretary D
Raja said, “We will oppose this
proposal, which is already
rejected by many parties as it is
totally non-practical.” 

The main Opposition
Congress said the idea per se is
not bad but has preferred to go
along with consensus of the
Opposition parties. But the
Congress was yet to name its
representative for the meeting
for want of a party chief fol-
lowing Rahul Gandhi’s resig-
nation.  

BJD chief and Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
will be here to attend the meet-
ing, party leaders said. But
Shiv Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray would not make it
as he is busy with party’s foun-
dation day events. Sanjay Raut
is likely to represent the party. 

Related report on Page 5
Continued on Page 4
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One of the key conspirators
of the February 14

Pulwama terror attack, whose
car was fabricated and later
handed over to the suicide
bomber, was among two ter-
rorists gunned down by the
joint team of security forces in
Marhama area of South
Kashmir’s Anantnag district
on Tuesday. One Army jawan
sacrificed his life in the oper-
ation.

Meanwhile, two Army
jawans, injured in the IED
blast late on Monday evening
in Arihal area of Pulwama
succumbed to their injuries in
the command hospital in
Srinagar early on Tuesday. Late
evening, unidentified terrorists
lobbed a grenade outside
Pulwama police station causing
injuries to several pedestrians.
Police said two civilians
received serious injuries.

In the last five days, 10
security personnel — five
CRPF men, four Army men,
including a Major, and an
Inspector of the J&K Police —
have sacrificed their lives.

The martyred soldiers were
identified as Havildar Amarjeet
Kumar and Naik Ajit Kumar

Sahoo. Another soldier,
Rifleman Anil Kumar Jaswal,
made supreme sacrifice in anti-
terror operations in Marhama
on Tuesday.

Confirming the identity of
the two terrorists killed in the
operation, J&K Police DGP
Dilbagh Singh said, “Two
dreaded terrorists of Jaish-e-
Mohammad, identified as
Sajjad Ahmad Bhat and Tauseef
Ahmad Bhat, were eliminated
during fierce gunfight in
Marhama area of Anantnag on
Tuesday morning.”

The DGP claimed, “Sajjad
Ahmad Bhat’s car was fabri-
cated as IED and the same was
handed over to the suicide
bomber before targeting the

CRPF convoy in which 40
CRPF personnel were mar-
tyred.” 

Singh said, the duo were
well trained members of the
JeM suicide squad.

“Two other terrorists killed
in Achabal and KP road attack
were also part of the same JeM
group,” he added.

According to police, “Sajad
Ahmad Bhat, alias Afzal Guru,
had joined militancy days
before the Pulwama terror
attack. He hailed from village
Marhama in Anantnag.

Kashmir Valley has wit-
nessed third vehicle mounted
IED attack on the security
forces this year.

Continued on Page 4
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The controversial plan to
make Asia’s popular market

and New Delhi’s iconic heart
and global showpiece
Connaught Place a car-free
zone is being rolled out soon. 

Top sources in the New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) said the plan will be
executed in two phases. 

Senior officials in NDMC
told The Pioneer that both
phases will run at weekends.
“We are yet to study the imple-
mentation plans, hence we are

launching this during week-
ends,” said an official on the
condition of anonymity. 

NDMC officials have met
Delhi Traffic Police top brass
for the required traffic man-
agement plan to execute it. 

The officials also disclosed
the date of the pilot project.
“The first phase of experiment
will start from June 29, 30, the
second on July 6, 7,” the officials
said. 

Connaught Place is
favourite destination of
Delhiites at weekends as it
houses eateries, movie theaters

and shops. 
For many residents, who

believe in spending time with
their families and buying
authentic stuff from here, the
council’s plan to execute this
project at weekends only is not
good news for them.  

This is the third attempt of
the council to make Connaught
Place car-free or pedestrian
friendly zone, purportedly to
help maintain the beauty of the
colonial-era structure. 

Readers may recall the
traders’ protest earlier as this
plan would hamper their busi-

ness as shoppers in this area use
their vehicles to visit CP. 

Traders in the area claimed
that they have not been taken
into confidence by the NDMC
officials. 

“What is the need to make
CP area vehicle-free zone, the
council is aware the nature of
visitors. The CP market hosts
banks, jewellers, pubs and
eateries,” asked a trader. “Who
will ensure the safety of our vis-
itors and this is an attempt to
divert our customers,” a trad-
er claimed.    

NDMC officials said the

project to make CP car-free
zone is inspired from Paris and
New York. “We have studied
the redevelopment structures of
big cities of the world and we
have tried to cultivate such
facilities here,” said the official.
Although it is doubtful if any
of town planners are fully cog-
nizant of the planning that
went into pedestrian zones of
Paris and New York’s
Woodstock village.

The project was discussed
on January 5 this year in a
meeting of NDMC officials.

Continued on Page 4
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Deaths due to Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome

(AES) or “chamki fever” in
Bihar’s Muzaffarpur had
crossed the three-digit mark
before 2019 also. Not once but
in as many as four calendar
years. 

An analysis by experts has
found that the death toll has
been high whenever tempera-
ture and humidity were record-
ed to be more than 38 degrees
Celsius and 50 per cent respec-
tively for consecutive days.
This happened in 2011 (197
deaths), 2012 (275) 2013 (143),
2014 (375) and 2019 (106). The
epidemic had been at its worst
in 2014, when 375 deaths were
reported. 

Bihar Health Secretary

Sanjay Kumar said so far 106
children have died this year and
more than 430 others between

the ages of 4 and 10 years are
being treated at Sri Krishna
Medical College and Hospital

(SKMCH) and Kejriwal hospi-
tal in Muzaffarpur.

AES is fatal viral infection
hitting the brain and leading to
coma. At times survivors are
left with serious disabilities —
mental and physical. 

While 2019 has not been
an isolated year when the AES
deaths have been reported, it is
only now that the Bihar
Government has woken up to
announce a string of measures
to contain the deadly disease.
In fact, the Nitish Kumar-led
Bihar Government also did
not learn lessons from nearby
Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh
which had reported outbreak of
the disease in 2017.

On Tuesday, Nitish, whose
visit to the hospital met with a
protest from the angry relatives
over the Government’s cal-

lousness in ensuring timely
preventive steps, announced to
increase bed strength in hos-
pitals in the district and
ordered an environmental
study on AES. 

At the Central level, Union
Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan too held a meeting of
a multi-disciplinary group of
experts in the national Capital
and deliberated on the factors
causing high child mortality in
the AES/JE cases in the district.

Harsh Vardhan also
stressed the need for research
on AES to identify the disease
that is still not identified and
for that research facility should
be developed in Muzaffarpur.

The socio-economic pro-
file of the households which
have reported the cases, their
nutrition profiles, issues such as

the ongoing heatwave, report-
ed high percentage of hypo-
glycemia in the children who
have died, the prevailing health
infrastructure in the district
and other factors that could
have aggravated the cases were
deliberated threadbare.

According to the health
experts, most of the children
dying from AES belong to the
poorest of the poor — the
Mahadalit community, includ-
ing Musahar and Scheduled
Castes — and most of them
were malnourished. 

Senior paediatrician Dr
Arun Shah was of the opinion
that only awareness pro-
gramme would not help in pre-
venting the deaths. The kids are
afflicted with another disease
or are malnourished.  

Continued on Page 4
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With Rahul Gandhi refus-
ing to budge from his

stance on not leading the party
either in Parliament or
outside, the Congress on
Tuesday named its five-
time MP from West
Bengal and former
Union Minister Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury as
its leader in the Lok
Sabha. 

He will succeed
Mallikarjun Kharge, who lost
the Lok Sabha election, forcing
the party to decide on anoth-
er name. Chowdhury’s name
was cleared by the top party

leadership during a meeting at
UPA Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi’s residence, after which
a letter of his appointment
was handed over to the Lok

Sabha Secretariat.  
Chowdhury, who

took part in the meet-
ing, initially denied any
deliberation over the
issue. However, later
on he confirmed say-
ing, “I have been given

this responsibility (the leader of
Congress in the Lok Sabha). I
was asked to stand in the front.
I said okay. I am a foot soldier
and foot soldiers stand in front.
So I will fight as a foot soldier.”

Continued on Page 4
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Two-time member of
Parliament Om Birla from

Rajasthan is set to be the
Speaker of the 17th Lok Sabha.
In a surprise move, the BJP on
Tuesday nominated him as the
candidate of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
for the constitutional post, to
which he is expected to be
elected unopposed. 

The Congress and its UPA
partners have decided to sup-
port Birla’s candidature but
they have not been forthcom-
ing on the issue of Deputy
Speaker. According to sources,
the NDA could back someone
from the Telangana Rashtra
Samiti (TRS) for the Deputy
Speaker’s post. 

Birla would be the second
two-term MP to be Speaker
after GMC Balayogi, who was
succeeded in 2002 by Shiv
Sena’s Manohar Joshi, a first-
time Lok Sabha member.
Balayogi, a TDP MP, was elect-
ed as Speaker in 1998 and
thereafter in 1999, but he could
not complete his term due to
his untimely demise. 

Conventionally, a senior
MP is saddled with the respon-
sibility of Speaker’s post. The
Speaker-designate’s predecessor

Sumitra Mahajan was an MP
from Indore, from where she
won for a record eight times
before she reached the BJP’s
prescribed cut-off age of 75
years for retirement and did not
contest the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections.

Birla, the low-profile 57-
year-old BJP MP from Kota, is
a confidant of party president
Amit Shah and is known for his
number crunching skills
besides being data savvy. “He
sends birthday greetings to his
voters in Kota,” said sources
close to Birla, a hands-on
organisational man.

With the NDA having a
clear majority in the Lower
House, that Birla’s election will
be unanimous is a foregone
conclusion. A notice has been
given to the Lok Sabha
Secretariat by the BJP propos-
ing Birla for the post and
bringing a motion for his elec-
tion on Wednesday. 

Continued on Page 4
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Days after sacking a dozen-
odd errant Income Tax

officers, the Government on
Tuesday dismissed from service
15 senior Customs and Central
Excise officials, including one
of the rank of Principal
Commissioner, on charges of
corruption and bribery.

Invoking rule 56(j) of the
Fundamental Rules, the
Government has sacked these
Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC) officers,
ranging from the ranks of
Principal Commissioner to
Assistant Commissioner, some
of whom were already under
suspension, according to a
Finance Ministry order. 

These officers either had

corruption cases registered
against them by the CBI or
were involved in bribery, extor-
tion and disproportionate
assets cases, Government
sources said. 

Among those dismissed
include Principal
Commissioner Anup
Srivastava, who was serving as
Principal ADG (Audit) in the
CBIC in Delhi, and Joint
Commissioner Nalin Kumar,
the order said. 

Sources said the CBI had in
1996 registered a criminal con-
spiracy case against Srivastava
and alleged that he had shown
favours to a house building
society which was trying to
obtain NOC for land purchas-
es in violation of law. 

Continued on Page 4
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In yet another relief aimed at
middle class voters, the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government is going to grant
50 per cent concession in the
registration and road tax
charges for Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG) factory
fitted private cars. The proposal
is a part of Delhi Government’s
“Green Budget” to recreate
breathing space in the city and
to reduce pollution level by
promoting the CNG usage. 

The project was proposed
by the Government in the
Budget 2018-19 along with
other projects such as 1,000
electric buses, 900 electric feed-
er buses for last mile connec-
tivity, edge-to-edge paving and
landscaping of Public Works
Department (PWD) roads and
others. Under this Green
Budget project, 26 anti-pollu-

tion schemes have been listed
from various departments of
the Delhi Government.

According to the official
sources, the finalisation of the
scheme is at the last stages and
will be placed in the upcoming
Cabinet meeting which is like-
ly to be held by end of this
month. “The proposal was
announced in last year’s Budget
and the Government is work-
ing on it to implement the
scheme as soon as possible to
promote CNG vehicles in the
city for better environment
condition. The file regarding
the same is under submission
and will be placed before the
Cabinet meeting,” said sources. 

If everyone converts their
vehicles to CNG, the city will
be free from hazardous air
pollution, said Jasmine Shah,
the chairperson of Delhi
Dialogue Commission (DDC).  

Continued on Page 4
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Sarabjeet Singh, the Sikh
auto-driver whose scuffle

with Delhi policemen created
a political uproar, is no saint
either, said police. He carries a
shady past and has been found
to be involved in four criminal
cases and the most serious of
these being the incident inside
Bangla sahib Gurdwara, it said.
Sarabjeet had attacked a
‘Sewadar’ and broken his
hands. 

What is noteworthy here is
that his son was also present
there during the physical
fisticuff. His son has been
accused of trying to run over
police personnel of  Mukherjee
Nagar on Sunday. 

According to police
records, Sarabjeet was booked
under preventive sections
(Code Of Criminal Procedure,
CrPC, 107/151) in 2006, 2011
and 2013 by Delhi police in
North and North-West dis-
trict and recently in April 2019
a First Information Report

(FIR) under section 323(vol-
untarily causing hurt),
341(wrongful restraint) and
506 (criminal intimidation) of
Indian Penal Code (IPC) was
also registered against Sarabjeet
at Parliament Street police sta-
tion after he assaulted a ‘Sewak’
in Bangla Sahib Gurudwara in
national Capital.

According to Sarabjeet’s
neighbours in Sant Nagar 
near Burari, he lives with his
minor son, who has also been
named in the FIR. Sarabjeet
was separated with his wife
longtime ago due to his angry
behaviour.  

It may be noted that the
Delhi Police has registered
cross cases in regard to
Sunday’s incident that took
place in the area of Mukherjee
Nagar. Based on the statement
of the policeman who sus-
tained injuries while on duty,
an FIR has been registered
against Grameen Seva driver
Sarbjeet Singh for the assault by

use of sword, and the other case
has been registered on the
complaint of Sarbjeet Singh for
certain alleged excesses com-
mitted subsequently which can
also be seen in a video. Both the
cases have been registered as
per the complaints under pro-
visions of law dealing with
assault and use of force. For
independent investigation, the
cases have been transferred to
the Crime Branch.

“Manish Kumar Agrawal,
Joint Commissioner of
Northern Range is separately
conducting a detailed fact-
finding enquiry into the mat-
ter. On the basis of his prelim-
inary findings, three police
personnel, including 2 ASIs
have already been placed under
suspension for their unprofes-
sional conduct in handling the
situation.  Further necessary
action, as warranted, will be
taken on the basis of the find-
ings of the enquiry”, said
Additional PRO Anil Mittal.
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A29-year-old woman has
accused an unknown man

of harassing her at the Huda
City Centre Metro Station
premises on June 14. The
woman, an interior designer by
profession, claimed that an
unidentified man flashed at her
and even masturbated in a
manner that soiled her dress
when she was climbing down
an escalator. 

The Delhi-based woman
said she had gone to visit a
friend in Gurugram on June 14
and the incident happened
when she came out of a cloth-
ing store on the first floor of the
metro station.

“After exiting the store, I
was climbing down the escala-
tor when I felt something was
wrong on my back. I turned
and realised that a man mas-
turbated on me. I was shocked
and traumatised. I confronted
him. He flashed at me and said
indecent words, I slapped him
and also shouted but no one
came forward to help,” the vic-

tim stated on social media.
The woman has also

alleged that there were no
security officials around and
the only police post in the area
was shut.  

She also alleged the
Gurugram police for no
action.

“An FIR in this regard
has been filed against an
unknown person at the
Metro police station. The
probe team is also scanning

the CCTV footage for more
information about the accused.
We are in tough with the vic-
tim for the further probe. The
accused will be arrested soon,”
said Subhash Broken spok-
esperson Gurugram police.
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AKenyan woman was mur-
dered by unidentified

assailant in Delhi Mehrauli
area. The incident occured on
Monday late evening. 

The Kenyan national iden-
tified as Annsam, who was
residing at Chattarpur
Extension area. Police said that
they are questioning suspected
women from Kenya who are
living in the same building.

According to Vijay Kumar,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), South district, on
Monday at around 8:10 PM a
police control call (PCR), call
was received in which the per-
son said that her sister has been
killed. “Acting on the call,
Emergency Response Vehicle
(ERV) rushed to the spot.
Annsam was found lying in
pool of blood in the apartment
and was dead on spot. Police
found a wound mark caused by
knife on the chest of the
deceased,” said the DCP. 

“She had recently shifted to
Delhi and was staying alone in
a room in the building,” said
the DCP.  

“A case under relevant sec-
tions has been registered at
Mehrauli police station. Police
teams have been formed who
are scanning CCTV footage in
the area to identify the
accused,” said the DCP adding
that the post mortem exami-
nation report is awaited. 
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Asexagenarian woman was
beaten up to death by her

son-in-law with an iron rod
after a heated argument broke
between them on Friday morn-
ing. The incident occurred at
Delhi’s Rohini Vijay Vihar area.

The woman identified as
Ramkali, used to work as maid
in Vijay Vihar area. Police have
arrested accused Rajesh (44),
also a resident of Vijay Vihar
who had beaten her mother-in-
law to death after hitting her by
iron rod. 

According to S D Mishra,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Rohini district,
a police control room (PCR)

call was received at 
around 11:30 AM regarding
Ramkali who was found dead
near Park. 

“Acting on the call, an
Emergency Response Vehicle
was dispatched for the spot. On
reaching the spot, residents of
the area told that Ramkali was
beaten up by her son-in-law
Rajesh by an iron rod,” said the
DCP adding that she sustained
iron rod injury on her head and
died on the spot.

“Rajesh was also caught
and beaten up by the public on
the spot, till he became uncon-
scious. He was rushed to BSA
hospital by the police where his
condition is said to be stable,”
said the DCP.

“During investigation it
was revealed that Rajesh used
to beat his wife Vimla regu-
larly. Last night Vimla came
to her mother’s house after
she was again beaten by her
husband,” said the DCP.

“On Tuesday at around
11 AM Rajesh came to her
mother-in-law house and
confronted her when she was
going to her work. The argu-
ment among the both got
heated up and Rajesh hit 
her mother-in-law with 
a rod which was lying on 
the ground near him,” said
the DCP.
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In a tragic incident, a 23-year-
old man allegedly committed

suicide by jumping in front of
a moving Delhi Metro train at
the Civil Lines station on
Tuesday. Police said that the
man was undergoing treat-
ment for depression for the last
two years. 

The victim’s body, identi-
fied as Nitin, was severed into
two after being run over by the
train. Nitin was resident of
Jagatpur in Delhi. 

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation confirmed the
incident that took place around
2 pm at the station that falls on
the busy Yellow Line. The
metro service on the Yellow
Line was delayed for 15-20
minutes following the inci-
dent.

“The train bound for Huda
City Centre station was
approaching a platform at the
Civil Lines station when the

man jumped in front of it and
was run over by it. We
informed police immediately,”
a senior DMRC official said.

“The body has been
removed from the tracks and
sent to a mortuary in Sabzi
Mandi area. His father told
police that Nitin was undergo-
ing treatment for depression for
the last two years at a hospital,”
said the senior police official
adding that the case is being
investigated under Section 174
of the Code Of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC).
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Amember of the notorious
‘Advani gang’, wanted for

over a dozen crimes, including
loot, robbery, vehicle theft and
ATM thefts was arrested on
Monday. The accused was car-
rying a reward of Rs 50,000.
The culprit has also been
served a jail term in the past.

According to police, on
May 2018 a complaint was
filed by Devesh Kumar of
Ghaziabad in connection with
uprooting an ATM machine in
Wazirabad under Sector-53
police station.

The arrested accused has
been identified as, Irshad who
hails from Nuh district, was
arrested on June 17 during a
raid conducted by Inspector
Naveen, In-charge of Sector-31
Crime Unit and his team on the
basis of a tip-off.

During the preliminary
interrogation, Irshad confessed
his involvement in three dozen
cases which were serious in
nature which he had commit-
ted along with his accomplices
over the past several years in
multiple districts.

“The accused was an active
member of Advani gang
known for ATM thefts. He told
us that before stealing an ATM,
two members would recce the
area and then later would come
in the night with a pick-up

truck and uproot the
ATM kiosk,” said
Shamsher Singh Dahiya,
ACP (Crime-II).

“He was one of the
most wanted criminals
identified by the district
police. The culprit was
sent to police custody by
a local court and further
investigations are on,” he

said.
It may be noted that 

The Special Task Force (STF) of
the Haryana police had pre-
pared a list of most wanted
criminals of whom several
have been arrested.

“We are reviewing our
most wanted criminal’s list and
also working towards our team
strengths. Besides wanted
criminals we are also working
on to curb illegal supplying of
drugs and weapons in the
state,” the STF officer said.
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Several activists from dif-
ferent organisations staged

a protest outside the Bihar
Bhawan here Tuesday and
demanded the resignation
of Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar as more than 100
children have died due to
Acute Encephalitis Syndrome
(AES) in the state.

They accused the Centre
and the Bihar government of
not being serious about con-
taining the outbreak, and
said the healthcare system in
the state was mismanaged.

Many held placards with
the message “Give adequate
compensation to affected
families”. Other banners
asked Kumar and Bihar
Health Minister Mangal
Pandey to resign.
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The Delhi Police on Tuesday
claimed to have arrested a

32-year-old man for allegedly
smuggling liquor in national
Capital. Police have also recov-
ered 2,300 quarters of illicit
liquor meant for ‘Sale in
Haryana only’ from the pos-

session of the accused. 
The accused has been iden-

tified as Ram Sanehi, who was
presently living at Rohini’s
Begumpur area and a native of
Etah in Uttar Pradesh (UP). 

According to Vijaynata
Arya, the Deputy
Commissioner of police
(DCP), North-West district,

on June 18 evening, a police
team while patrolling saw a
Hyundai Santro car filled with
cartons near Satyawati fly over
in the area. 

“Suspecting something
shady, the patrolling team sig-
naled the car to stop and dur-
ing checking police found 2300
quarters contained in 46 car-
tons,” said the DCP.

“Subsequently, a case

under section 3/38/58 Delhi
Excise Act was registered at
Bharat Nagar police station
and the car and liquor was
seized,” said the DCP.

“During interrogation, the
accused confessed that he
brought the illicit liquor from
Haryana for selling it in Delhi,”
said the DCP adding that fur-
ther investigation in the case
is under progress.
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Delhi deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
led Uttar Pradesh Government
has initiated the process for
hiking electricity tariffs by 26 per
cent this summer even as its
party Delhi unit is protesting
over the issue here in the nation-
al Capital.   

Sisodia pointed out that the
Delhi Government has been
successful at maintaining the
cheapest power tariffs in the
country for the last four and a
half years. “Delhi is the only State
in the country that has not
allowed a single increase in tar-
iff for four successive years,” he
said, adding that despite this, the
BJP has been trying to rake up
the issue by holding protests over
this issue recently. 

Addressing media persons
on the issue, Sisodia expressed
surprise over the blatant
‘hypocrisy’ displayed by the BJP
on this matter. He said that it is
shocking that on the one hand,
the BJP is raising the issue of
power pricing in Delhi but on
the other hand it is looting the
people in the name of power
bills in States ruled by it.

Citing media report, he said
that the neighbouring UP gov-
ernment ruled by the BJP is
looking to hike its power tariff
by 26 per cent in the peak of
summer. “The Uttar Pradesh
Power Corporation Ltd has
written to the UP Electricity
Regulatory Commission ask-
ing for 25 per cent hike in the

tariff. This will be a big blow to
the people of UP who already
pay five times more than that of
the consumers in Delhi,” he said.  

Instead of protesting over
power prices, the BJP should
first focus on stopping the open
loot of the people of UP where
they are running a Government,
he said. Comparing power tar-
iffs in Delhi with that of UP,
especially within the NCR cities
of Noida and Ghaziabad, Sisodia
said, “In Delhi, 200 units of elec-
tricity costs �200, at �1 per unit.
In UP, up to 150 units, the rate
is �4.90 per unit and from 150
to 300 units, it is as high as �5.40
a unit.”

In Delhi for 400 units, the
rate is �2.50 per unit, and in
Noida, it is �6.20 a unit, he said.

Delhi has 24x7 power sup-

ply. We all know how bad the
regularity of supply is even in
other NCR cities like Noida,
Ghaziabad, let alone the rest of
the state. This has only been pos-
sible because Delhi has an hon-
est government. I want to con-
gratulate the people of Delhi
who have elected a government
that not only provides 24x7
power but also supplies the
cheapest power in the country.”

Lamenting the shocking
state of double standards being
employed by the Opposition
parties in Delhi, the deputy
chief minister urged the BJP to
first set its own house in order
on the issues of power and
water, and ensure cheap and
accessible supply to the people
in the various states ruled by it
across the country. 
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In a referendum conducted by
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

that lasted 10 days, it has been
found that 90.8 per cent peo-
ple are in favour of the free
metro ride for women, said
party’s Delhi convener Gopal
Rai.

Rai said the finding was
based on a survey conducted by
his party legislators, municipal
councillors and women wing
over a period of ten days with
more than 71,000 people par-
ticipating in it.

Earlier this month, the
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had asked all its
Member of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs), to hold

public meetings to take feed-
back from the residents of
Delhi about the ‘free fare
scheme for women’ in Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC)

bus and metro trains.
“We met all the sections of

society. The party held 1,120
meetings and found that out of
71,572 people, as many as

64,972 were in favour of the
free rides for women in metros
and buses,” he said..

The party wants to imple-
ment the proposal as soon as
possible, he said, adding that
the report of the survey would
be submitted to Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal. “The
DMRC gave two proposals,
one of them being the issuance

of pink cards for women. The
DMRC said it would take about
eight months to implement
the proposal but we would
like to enforce it as soon as pos-
sible,” he said.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had on June 3
announced his government’s
decision to provide for free
travel for women in Delhi’s
public transport buses and
Metro trains. 

Setting aside fears of over-
crowding in metro trains due
to the provision for free travel
of women, Kejriwal had said
the step will not lead to any
congestion as the daily rider-
ship will increase by just one
lakh. Currently, 25 lakh people
travel by metro daily.
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In the wake of ‘severe’ power
and water shortage in the

national Capital, Delhi Congress
staged sit in all the 70 Assembly
constituencies on Tuesday and
reiterated that the Delhi
Government should wake up
from its slumber to address the
prevailing issues.   

Party president who Sheila
Dikshit participated in the dhar-
na at Ratiya Marg in Sangam
Vihar Assembly constituency
said that the city residents have
been reeling under “frequent
power cuts and water shortage
during peak summers but the
Government is in a deep slum-
ber”. “It’s a matter of life and
death. The water and power
shortage has affected the
women, the elderly and the
poor the most,” she said.

Addressing the gathering,
Dikshit accused the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Government of not
being able to come up with a
contingency plan to address the
issues. “People are fed up with

frequent power cuts and severe
water shortage in these peak
summer days but the AAP
Government has done nothing
to address the problem,” she said.

A Congress delegation led
by Dikshit had recently met

Chief Minister Kejriwal at his
Flagstaff Road residence where
they discussed issues related to
water and power supply, and
demanded withdrawal of fixed
charge hike in electricity bills. 

Party’s prominent leaders

participated in the protest
including Congress working
presidents Haroon Yusuf, Rajesh
Lilothia, Devender Yadav, for-
mer Delhi Minister Dr
Yoganand Shastri, Mangat Ram
Singhal, spokesperson Jitender

Kumar Kochar (Jitu) 
Haroon Yusuf, who staged

a protest in the Ballimaran
Assembly constituency, claimed
that drinking water being sup-
plied in many areas was unfit for
consumption. He said that peo-
ple have to wait for days togeth-
er to get potable water but the
AAP Government was
unmoved by the plight of the
poor people,

Congress working presi-
dents Rajesh Lilothia who led
the protest at Gurudwara Road,
near Bikaner Wala Chowk, Arya
Samaj Road, Karol Bagh, New
Delhi and Model Town, said that
despite the power companies
fleecing the consumers in the
name of fixed charges and pen-
sion funds, power cuts are fre-
quent across the city. 

Reacting to the 
protests, AAP leader Gopal Rai
said, “I would like Sheila ji to
compare what she did to 
deal with the water crisis in her
15-year-rule with what the 
AAP has done in just four and
a half years.
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Aday after doc-
tors in West

Bengal called off
their week-long
strike after meeting
state Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee who
assured them of
steps to scale up
security at
Government hospitals,  their
colleagues at various hospitals
in the national Capital resumed
duties on Tuesday,

Resident Doctors’
Association of the premier All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) said that
with the decision of the protest-
ing doctors of West Bengal to
call off the strike, the resident
doctors at AIIMS, New Delhi
too shall resume their duties
with immediate effect. 

“We sincerely hope that the
Central Government shall soon

bring in a new
central law on
doctors’ security
as promised by
Union Health
Minister Dr
Harsh Vardhan in
a time-bound
manner, failing
which we would
be forced to resort

to strike in future,” it said in a
statement.

This comes against the
backdrop of the medical fra-
ternity holding protests all over
the country in solidarity with
the junior doctors in West
Bengal who were on a strike
after two of their colleagues
were attacked and seriously
injured allegedly by relatives of
a patient who died at NRS
Medical College and Hospital
in Kolkata.
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Delhi University has extend-
ed the last date for regis-

trations for PG, MPhil and
PhD courses till June 22, offi-
cials said Monday.

The Delhi High Court had
directed the varsity to extend
the last date for registration to
June 22 for undergraduate
courses and to follow last year’s
eligibility criteria for admission.

However, the varsity
Monday said the registration
portal will remain open for all
UG, PG, M.Phil. And PhD
courses till June 22.

The last date has been
extended for all courses, an
official said. He said this has
been done to provide 
equal opportunity to all the
candidates.
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Two months before her
tenure was supposed to

end, head of DU’s Faculty of
Law Ved Kumari resigned from
the post, citing “non-coopera-
tion of the varsity authorities”.

Kumari had joined as Dean
and Head, Faculty of Law from
September 2, 2016 and her
tenure was supposed to end
this year on September 1.

She said there had been
“failure” in ensuring that justice
was done to hardworking stu-
dents who attend classes regu-
larly.

“Now students with as low
as 31 per cent attendance are
not only being permitted to
take exam but are also being
given marks for attendance by
giving them additional atten-
dance for tutorials at institu-
tional-level without even hold-
ing the tutorial classes and
maintaining fake records,” she
said in her resignation letter
sent on June 14.

In the letter addressed to
the university’s vice-chancellor,
Kumari also said there was a
failure to secure any action
against the “whimsical, arro-
gant and oppressive behav-
iour” of a faculty member
despite there being complaints
against her.

The professor also said
neither could she get long-due

promotions for teachers, nor
could she invite an experi-
enced clinical teacher from
abroad for essential training of
teachers in Clinical Legal
Education methods of teach-
ing.

She said there was also a
failure to secure any action on
the recommendations of a dis-
ciplinary committee regard-
ing a student who had physi-
cally assaulted a teacher.

Kumari said the issues
were “repeatedly” brought to
the notice of university author-
ities with the request for nec-
essary action “through written
reminders, telephonic calls and
messages, and repeated per-
sonal meetings” and she “felt
embarrassed and humiliated at
no action and no response”.

“Due to non cooperation of
the university authorities, I
believe that as I have not suc-

ceeded in securing the stan-
dards of legal education as laid
down by the Bar Council of
India... I do not expect that
anything will change in the
remaining three months,” she
said in the letter.

The Faculty of Law
deserves immediate support
from the university authorities
to deal with all these matters,
she said, adding that she had
“failed to secure that support
from university authorities”. 

When contacted, Kumari
said, “There has been no reso-
lution to the issues for the last
three years. After I put in my
papers, I was told verbally that
my resignation has not been
accepted but I am firm about
it. However, I will continue my
duties as a professor.”

A university official said
the resignation has not been
accepted yet.
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Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) president Manoj Tiwari

met BJP National Working
President Jagat Prakash Nadda and
congratulated him on behalf of all
the workers of Delhi BJP.

“BJP will achieve new heights
under the able guidance and lead-
ership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, National President Amit
Shah and newly appointed working
President Jagat Paraksh Nadda,”
said Tiwari.  

“The philosophy of Antyodaya
and Sabka Saath-Sabka Vikas-Sabka
Vishwas has created awareness
among the people,” said Tiwari. “130
crore people of the country have
made Narendra Modi Prime
Minister of India again and formed
a strong Government at Centre with
full majority, PM Modi came to
power as the hope of the country in
2014 and now he has become the
trust of the crores of people in 2019,”
said the BJP leader. 
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Acloudy sky, gusty winds
and light rainfall made the

weather on Tuesday pleasant in
the national Capital, which
recorded a maximum temper-
ature of 35 degrees Celsius, four
notches below the normal.
The city recorded a low of 20.6
degrees Celsius, seven notches
below the normal, and humid-

ity levels were between 43 and
95 per cent. Traces of rainfall
were recorded at isolated
places.

The national Capital
gauged 5.5 mm precipitation in
the last three days. From June
1 to 14, it did not get any rain-
fall,  according to India
Meteorological Department
data. 

Normally, the city gets

around 22.6 mm rainfall in the
first 18 days of June, IMD data
showed.

The weatherman predicted
that light rains, thunderstorm
and winds gusting up to 40
kilometers per hour will keep
the mercury in check on
Wednesday. The maximum
and minimum temperatures
are likely to hover around 36
and 20 degrees Celsius respec-

tively.
Private forecaster Skymet

Weather said a western distur-
bance lies over the eastern
parts of Jammu and Kashmir,
and a cyclonic circulation per-
sists over Haryana and its
adjoining areas. Humid winds
from the Arabian Sea are push-
ing moisture to the northern
plains of India, including
Delhi-NCR. 
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The Delhi High Court has
sought the stand of the

Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) on whether
human embryonic stem cells
were permitted to be used for
treating various degenerative
diseases.

A vacation bench of 
justices Anu Malhotra 
and Talwant Singh called upon
the ICMR to assist the 
court after noting that 
according to the website of the
medical research body, 
only stem cells from bone mar-
row were permitted for treat-
ment.

The order came on sever-
al pleas moved by patients
challenging the Centre’s deci-
sion to put stem cell therapy in
the category of ‘new drugs’,
necessitating in the need for a
permission from a central
licensing authority to provide
the treatment.

The patients moved 
the court as city-based 
clinic Nutech Mediworld,
where they had been 
getting the human embryonic
stem cell therapy, refused to
continue providing the 
treatment on the grounds that
it did not have the licence as
required under the New 
Drugs and Clinical Trial Rules
of 2019.
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In first two strikes, CRPF
convoys were made targets and
in the third strike Army mobile
patrol vehicle was attacked by
terrorists to send a chilling
reminder to the security forces
that they may have lost top
commanders in the sustained
anti-terrorist operations this
year but their firepower to hit
back remains intact.

Soon after the Pulwama
terror attack sleuths of Jaish-e-
Mohammad had tracked down
the owner of the car which was
fabricated and converted it
into IED before targeting the
CRPF convoy in which 40
CRPF personnel were mar-
tyred. Official sources said,
before Sajjad Bhat purchased
the car on February 4, 2019 it
had already exchanged hands
many a times.

The last person to own it
was Sajjad Bhat, son of
Muhammad Maqbool Bhat, a
resident of Bijbehara, Anantnag.
In Srinagar, Army paid befitting
tribute to three of its comrades,
who made the supreme sacrifice
during Counter Terrorist
Operations on June 17 and 18,

2019 in the Valley.
In a solemn ceremony at

BB Cantt, Lt Gen KJS Dhillon,
Chinar Corps Commander and
all ranks, paid homage to the
martyrs on behalf of a proud
nation. Representatives from
other security agencies also
joined in paying their last
respects to the martyrs.

Defence spokesman in
Srinagar said, late Havildar
Amarjeet Kumar, 35 years of
age, had joined the Army in
2005 and hailed from Village
Dighawlia in Siwan district of
Bihar. He is survived by his wife
and two sons.

Late Naik Ajit Kumar
Sahoo was 27 years old and
hailed from Village
Badasuanalo in Dhenknal
District of Odisha. He had
joined the Army in 2015 and is
survived by his parents.

Rifleman Anil Kumar
Jaswal belonged to village Saroh
of Una District of Himachal
Pradesh. He was 26 years of age
and had joined Army in 2013.
He is survived by his wife and
a son. The mortal remains of
the martyrs were flown for the
last rites to their native places,
where they would be laid to rest
with full military honours,
defence spokesman said.
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Then Union Urban Development Minister Venkaiah Naidu
had chaired the meeting. And it was officially announced that
to make Connaught Place area pedestrian friendly, cars and buses
will not be allowed in the middle and inner circle.

Earlier, NDMC chairman Naresh Kumar in his address to
the media had ten said the ban is part of a pilot smart city pro-
ject that will be launched next month. As part of the project, the
imposing commercial area built by Edwin Lutyens in 1933 will
be barred to traffic from February 1 for the next three months.
Officials say they will analyse the data and then take the final
call whether to continue with this plan or drop it. 
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The motion has been backed by all NDA parties, including

AIADMK, besides parties like YSR Congress Party and Biju Janata
Dal. Prime Minister Narendra Modi proposed the name of Birla
for the post, party sources said.

The Opposition did not announce any candidate for the post
till Tuesday, the last day to file nomination. “We have talked to
the Congress. They won’t oppose,” said Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi, who had met Congress leader Gujam Nabi
Azad after Birla was nominated for the high post.

The Speaker-designate visited Sumitra Mahajan’s house and
took her “blessings”. Birla, who was also a three-time MLA from
Rajasthan and a vice president of BJP’s youth wing, first won the
Lok Sabha polls in 2014 from Kota, Rajasthan, defeating Congress
candidate and scion of Royal family Jiyaraj Singh by two lakh
votes. In the 2019 Lok Sabha election, Birla defeated Congress’s
Ramnarayan Meena with a margin of over 2.5 lakh votes from
the Kota-Bundi Lok Sabha seat.

From Page 1
“I have been observing the

cases of AES for last two and half
decades. I have minutely stud-
ied the cases of the deaths. I have
found that these children, either
fallen prey to the disease or have
been undergoing treatment, are
affected with lack of sugar in
their body. This is called hypo-
glycaemia in medical term. 

The affected children are
either suffering from another
disease or are malnourished.
These kids are from below
poverty line and have been fed
very poorly. So, they don’t have
stock of glucose in their body
to release in emergency condi-
tion,” Dr Shah has been quot-
ed saying in a report.

Dr Gopal Shankar, the act-
ing HOD of SKMCH has
pointed out that deaths
occurred due to “environmen-
tal factors” such as the heat-
wave and poor rainfall in the
area. He said that in other parts
of northern India there is fluc-
tuation in temperature and
humidity, and the nights are
cooler, but in Muzaffarpur
humidity increases at night
making it worse than the day,
especially for children.

He added that rainfall is the
only remedy to this outbreak.
“When it rained a few days ago,
the following day witnessed a
drop in the number of AES
patients in the hospital. Now
when it hasn’t rained, the num-

bers are increasing,” he said.
Refuting the litchi theory, Dr

Shankar asked if people had
stopped eating litchis during
the years when there were no
cases of AES in Muzaffarpur.
“Sick children also do not have
symptoms of abdominal pain to
prove the litchi theory,” he point-
ed out. In 2017, Yogi Adityanath-
led Uttar Pradesh Government
launched Action Plan 2018 in
collaboration of the World
Health Organisation (WHO)
and Unicef for containing AES.
A massive vaccination drive and
a sanitation campaign were
launched. By virtue of this ram-
pant drive, cases of AES dropped
by about two-thirds in 2018 -- as
compared to 2017. 
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The CBI had booked

another case against him in
2012 for allegedly demanding
and accepting bribe from an
importer to cover up a duty
evasion case. 

He also had complaints of
selective arrests, harassment
and extortion against him.

Joint Commissioner Nalin
Kumar, who was under sus-
pension, had CBI cases against
him relating to allowing fraud-
ulent drawback and dispro-
portionate assets, was also dis-
missed from service on
Tuesday. 

“In exercise of the powers
conferred by clause (j) of rule
56 of the Fundamental Rules,
the President of India has
retired 15 Officers of Indian
Revenue Service (C&CE) in
public interest with immediate
effect on completing 50 years
of age,” the Finance Ministry
tweeted. 

All these 15 officers shall be
paid a sum equivalent to the
amount of pay & allowances for
a period of 3 months calculat-
ed at the same rate at which
they were supposed to be with-
drawing them (pay &
allowances) immediately before
their retirement, it added.

Rule 56(j) of the
Fundamental Rules allows the
appropriate authority to retire
any Government servant, in
public interest, by giving notice
of three months.

Commissioner in Kolkata
Sansar Chand, who was
allegedly involved in bribery,
while Chennai-based

Commissioner G Shree Harsha,
who had a disproportionate
asset case to the extent of Rs
2.24 crore, too were sacked. In
case of these two officers, CBI
had laid a trap and nabbed
them.

Two Commissioner rank
officers -- Atul Dikshit and
Vinay Brij Singh-- who were
under departmental suspen-
sion have also been dismissed
from service by the
Government. While Dikshit
had disproportionate asset case
and a CBI case of fraudulent
drawback against him, Singh
had a DRI case against him of
over-invoicing. 

Deputy Commissioner
Amresh Jain of the Delhi GST
zone, who had a Rs 1.55 crore
disproportionate asset case and
cash recovery of Rs 95.24 lakh
against him, was also sacked.

The other Customs and
Central Excise Officers who
were dismissed from service
include Additional
Commissioner Ashok Mahida
(DG Systems, Kolkata),
Additional Commissioner
Virendra Agarwal.

Besides, Assistant
Commissioners -- S S Pabana
(under suspension), S S Bisht
(Bhubaneshwar GST zone),
Vinod Sanga (Mumbai GST
zone), Raju Sekar (Vizag GST
zone), Mohd Altaf (in
Allahabad) -- and Deputy
Commissioner Ashok Aswal
(directorate of Logistics, Delhi)
have also been ‘compulsorily
retired’ by the Government, the
order said. 

Last week, the Government
had sacked 12 Income-Tax
officers on charges of corrup-
tion, forgery and professional
misconduct, besides demot-
ing four Joint Commissioner
rank I-T officers to Deputy
Commissioner rank over
charges of corruption.

From Page 1
The Government is already

promoting CNG vehicles and is
taking measures to curb pol-
lution level in the city, said
Jasmine Shah, the Chairman of
Delhi Dialogue Commission
(DDC) adding that the people
have confusion about the
scheme on which I would like
to clear that this scheme will be
only for the private car owners
and the remaining cab drivers
and taxi company can only use
CNG fuel.”

The registration charges for
any vehicle are a very minimum
amount which costs up to
�1,000. But the road tax varies
car to car such as if a vehicle is
purchased for �10 lakh then two
percent of that is charged for
road tax. It will increase and
decrease depending on upon
the vehicles prices. However, if
this scheme will be implement-
ed, the car owner will be bene-
fited, said transport official. 

“According to the data
compiled by the Delhi pollu-
tion Control Committee
(DPCC), concentration of a
particulate matters in Delhi’s air
pollution has declined by 20
per cent. Data shows that aver-
age PM volume in the air in
2011 was 277, which increased
to 368 in 2012. Since then, it
has been continuously rising,
and in 2018 it has again
reduced to 277. Similarly, the
quantity of PM 2.5 was 136 in
2011 which became 164 in
2012. it is registered 128 in the
year 2018. 

Another polluting element
NO2, which was 71 in 2011,
increased to 90 in the next
years but in 2018 came down
to 50 with various efforts of this
government. Thus, this scheme
will also help to curb pollution,”
said another official. He added
that it was stated by the Deputy
Chief Minister in this year’s
Delhi Budget speech.
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Whether Samajwadi Party

chief Akhilesh Yadav joins it
remains to be seen even as BSP
chief Mayawati’s presence is
uncertain.

The idea of simultaneous
polls of Lok Sabha and State

assemblies is also fraught with
many hurdles including con-
stitutional and legal. On the
plus side, its backers contend it
would save the country from
being continuously in “an elec-
tion mode”, could save an esti-
mated Rs 4,500 crore as elec-
tion expenditure and would
help in developmental works
not getting affected.

In the previous Lok Sabha,
a Parliamentary panel headed
by BJP MP Bhupender Yadav
had initiated the process to

come out with recommenda-
tions, entailing major 
changes in legal provisions, to
hold one-time Lok Sabha 
and Assembly polls in the
country.

Politically, many
Opposition parties are appre-
hensive of the “one nation,
one election” apprehending
national polls  issues could sub-
sume Assembly poll issues and
thus could marginalise or prove
to be disadvantageous to the
regional parties. 
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After a lull, the fear of
‘Operation Lotus’ to topple

the Government returned to
haunt the coalition Government
with Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy Tuesday accus-
ing the BJP of attempting to
bribe one of his party MLAs.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at a village in Ramanagar,
Kumaraswamy said relentless
efforts have been made to pull
down the Government and he
knew who have been behind it.

To back his claim, the
Chief Minister recalled that
when he was on the way from
Ramanagara to Bidadi, one of
his MLAs called him at about
11 pm on Monday.

“The MLA said that half-
an-hour ago a BJP leader called
him. The leader said the
Government’s fall was immi-

nent by Wednesday evening.
Already nine MLAs from

Congress and the JD(S) have
signed. The leader told him
that if he (MLA) agreed he
would dispatch Rs 10 crore at
his location,” the Chief Minister
alleged. Kumaraswamy said
the MLA was shaken badly
after the BJP leader told him to
join them. “This is going on
continuously. They have kept
money ready to topple this gov-
ernment,” the CM said.
“Whatever attempts they make,
the Government will not fall
and it will continue for the next
four years,” he asserted.

Kumaraswamy did not
reveal the name of the MLA nor
the BJPleader who approached
him giving room for specula-
tion. BJP spokesperson Go
Madhusudan rubbished the
charge, saying the CM was
making a baseless allegation.

“Just to advance his vested
interest and dynastic politics,
the CM has been making base-
less allegations against the BJP.

The BJP has neither
approached his party MLAs
nor has any ‘Operation
Lotus’.Let him focus on devel-
opment instead of levelling
allegations,” he said.  Time
and again, the JD(S) and its ally
in the Government, the
Congress, have been accusing
the BJP of attempting to top-
plethe Government by bribing
their MLAs. Ahead of tabling
the state budget on February 8,
the Chief Minister had held a
press conference and claimed
that the BJPleaders wanted to
bribe JD(S) MLAs.

To substantiate hisclaim, he
had released the audio clip of
a purported conversation
between a JD(S) MLA and the
BJP leaders.
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With reservoirs supplying
water to Chennai drying

up and ground water levels
plummeting in absence of rain,
water has become scarce but
the Government is taking nec-
essary steps to supply drinking
water to people, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister K Palaniswami
said on Tuesday.

Interacting with reporters
here, Palaniswami said owing
to failure of rains, the ground
water levels have gone down.

People are using the water
supplied through tankers for
drinking and washing as the
ground water levels have gone
down and hence the shortage,
he said.

The resorvoirs —
Cholavaram (full capacity 1,081
mcft) and Redhills (3,300 mcft)
— which cater to the Chennai’s
water needs are dry while the
storage at Poondi reservoir is 24
mcft as against full capacity of
3,231 mcft, according to
Chennai Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(Chennai Metro).

The Chembarambakkam

lake (full capacity 3,645 mcft)
has water level of mere 1 mcft.

Palaniswami said water
from desalination projects is
also being distributed to people
and urged people to cooperate
with the government as ground
water will be supplied for next
four/five months till rains begin
in October/November.

As regards water from the
Telugu Ganga Scheme or

Krishna Water, Palaniswami
said only water could only be
released to Tamil Nadu if there
is 8 tmc of water in Kadaleru
dam in Andha Pradesh.

The water level at Kadaleru
dam is presently about 4 tmc.

Palaniswami also said that
water from the Mettur Dam is
being released to fill up the
Veeranam lake to supply drink-
ing water to Chennai.
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The Congress on Tuesday
suspended rebel MLA R

Roshan Baig from the party
with immediate effect for “anti-
party” activities.

“All India Congress
Committee has approved the
proposal sent by KPCC to take
action against R Roshan Baig,
MLA on account of his anti-
party activities,” the state
Congress said in a release.

“He has been suspended
from the party with immediate
effect, on the basis of inquiry
conducted on this matter,” it
said. Hitting out at Congress
leaders for the party’s perfor-
mance in the Lok Sabha polls,
Baig, a MLA from Shivajinagar,
had recently held
Siddaramaiah’s “arrogance” and
KPCC president Dinesh
Gundu Rao’s “immaturity”
responsible for the “flop show.”

He also called AICC gen-
eral secretary KC Venugopal a
“buffoon.” He had also dropped
hints of quitting the party, and

appealed to Muslims to “com-
promise” with the situation, on
NDA returning to power.

The Karnataka PCC had
issued a show cause notice to
Baig for his conduct, to which
he has not responded, accord-
ing to sources.

Earlier in the day, KPCC
president Dinesh Gundu Rao
had said Baig’s alleged links with
IMA jewels involved in an
alleged financial fraud, duping
thousands of investors, would be
brought to the notice of Central
leadership for further action.

Revenue Minister RV
Deshpande on Monday said
Baig had introduced the firm’s
owner Mohammed Mansoor
Khan to him about two months
ago but denied doing any
undue favour.

Baig, a seven-time MLA
and a former minister, has
been expressing displeasure
against the Congress party
leadership on not being 
included in the coalition cabi-
net headed by HD
Kumaraswamy.
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The season of
mangoes has

arrived. It’s time to
head to the national
Capital’s Handloom
Haat at Janpath
where the 7th Edition
of 15-day “Bengal
Mango Mela” is being
held till this June end.

A diverse range of delicious
mangoes from Malda,
Murshidabad and Bankura dis-
tricts of the State, such as
Himsagar, Lakshman Bhog,
Langda, Amrapali, Mallika as
well as the lesser-known types
such as Ashuadgi, Molamjam,
Michhrikand and Altapeti  are
available to savour.

Also, select handloom and
handicrafts products from

Bengal are also on
sale at the venue,
apart from Bengali
sweets and savoury
fish delicacies, said
an official from the
Office of the Resident
Commissioner, West
Bengal which is
coordinating the
event. 

Stalls have been put up in
collaboration with the depart-
ments of food processing
industries & horticulture,
micro, small and medium
enterprises, agri-marketing,
tourism and information &
cultural affairs of West Bengal
government, as well as West
Bengal state fisheries develop-
ment corporation, and the
offices of the respective district
magistrates, said the official.
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Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao on

Tuesday said that Union
Minister of State for Home G
Kishan Reddy has become a
joke by stating that Hyderabad
is a “safe zone for terrorists”.

“People are laughing at
him. He has become a joke,”
Rao said at a news conference
on Tuesday night.

KCR, as Rao is popularly
known, said there was not a
single incident of communal
violence in Telangana during
last five years and the Union
Home Ministry also went on
record to state that the crime
rate in the state had come
down.

“There was no terrorist
attack. We are an active gov-
ernment. This is a neat and
clean state. In fact there is no

other state like this in India,” he
said.

Kishan Reddy, who is a
member of Parliament from
Secunderabad, had said after
taking oath as the Minister of
State on May 30 that
Hyderabad had become safe
zone for terrorists as any terror
incident in the country would
have a link to the city.

KCR said since the Andhra
Pradesh government had hand-

ed back the buildings at the sec-
retariat to Telangana, a new
secretariat complex would be
built at the existing premises.
He said the foundation stone
for the new secretariat building
will be laid on June 27. The
complex with 5-6 lakh square
feet space will be built at a cost
of Rs 400 crore.

The Chief Minister also
announced that the existing
Assembly building will be pre-

served as heritage structure and
a new legislature complex com-
prising legislative Assembly
and legislative Council will be
built at Yerrum Manzil at a cost
of Rs 100 crore.

He said Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh governments
had agreed to hold talks to
solve all outstanding issues
with regard to distribution of
waters of Godavari and Krishna
rivers.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday deferred the
hearing on a plea seeking pro-
tection of doctors in
Government hospitals, saying
since doctors have called off
their strike in West Bengal
and other states, there is no
urgency to hear the matter.

The top court observed
that it understand’s that safety
of doctors is a serious issue but
it cannot direct to depute police
personnel with each and every
doctor without taking into
account the holistic picture.

A vacation Bench of
Justices Deepak Gupta and
Surya Kant refused to issue
notice (to the Centre) at present
but said that it is keeping the
larger issue of protection of
doctors open.

“When this matter was
mentioned yesterday, we had
directed to list it today because
the strike by the medical fra-
ternity in West Bengal and in
some other States was contin-
uing. On Monday, the strike

was called off. Therefore we
find no urgency to take up the
matter. List the matter after
summer vacation before appro-
priate bench,” it said. The
Bench said safety of doctors is
a serious issue and it needs to
take a holistic view in provid-
ing security to doctors.

“We understand it is a seri-
ous issue but we can’t provide
security to doctors at the cost
of other citizens. We have to
take a holistic view. We have to
look at the larger picture like
availability of police personnel
and other things. We are not
against protection to doctors
but at the same time we cannot
direct to depute police per-
sonnel with each and every
doctor,” the Bench said.

Meanwhile, the Indian
Medical Association (IMA)
also filed an impleadment
application seeking the court’s
intervention into the plea
already filed, saying protection
needs to be provided to doctors
across the country. PTI
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The Government has restored supply
of rations to Defence officers posted

in peace areas following a recommen-
dation by the Defence Ministry. 

The scheme in practice since mid
1980s was scrapped in 2017 following a
recommendation by the Seventh Pay
Commission and in lieu officers were
paid Rs 117 per day.    

Doing away with providing rations
had led to discontentment amongst the
armed forces and taking note of it the
Government gave the nod for 
the Defence Ministry proposal for
restoration of ‘ration in kind,’ officials said
on Tuesday. 

Rations include butter, eggs, 
cheese, pulses and vegetables besides
other such items.

Incidentally, this is one of the first
decisions taken after Defence Minister
Rajnath assumed charge.

The provision of ‘ration in kind’ was
earlier applicable to junior officers and
later allowed for all officer ranks. 

The officers were given a choice to opt
for allowance instead of rations in kind by
very officers opted for it, sources said. They
also said the Defence forces had appealed
for restoration of the scheme soon after it
was scrapped in 2017.

However, officers deployed in oper-
ational areas continued to get ration in
kind besides those posted in peace sta-
tions in counter-insurgency areas. 
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The CBI has booked noted
lawyer Anand Grover and

his Mumbai-based voluntary
organisation, Lawyers
Collective, for alleged violation
of Foreign Contribution
Regulation Act (FCRA) after
receiving funds from abroad
and other offences under the
Indian Penal Code. 

The agency has filed an FIR
on the basis of a complaint from
the Union Home Ministry
which has alleged several dis-
crepancies in the utilisation of
foreign aid received by the
Lawyers Collective. 

The CBI has booked
Lawyers Collective and its pres-
ident Anand Grover, and
unidentified office-bearers of
the organisation, besides
unidentified Government offi-
cials. According to the com-
plaint of the ministry, which is
now a part of the FIR, the group
had received foreign aid worth
over Rs 32.39 crore between
2006-07 and 2014-15, wherein
irregularities were committed
that amounted to violation of
the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA).

Based on available infor-
mation and scrutiny of records
of the NGO available with the
MHA, prima facie violations of

various provisions of the
FCRA, 2010 were noticed, the
Ministry said.

It added on-site inspection
of books of accounts and records
of the NGO was conducted
from January 19 to 23, 2016.

The Ministry has claimed
that comments were sought
from the NGO on the basis of
violations reported during the
inspection, but those were not
found satisfactory, following
which its FCRA registration
was suspended and a show-
cause notice issued.

Grover, known for his
social activism, is the husband
of former additional solicitor
general and Supreme Court
lawyer Indira Jaising. 

Grover and his outfit has
been booked for criminal con-
spiracy, criminal breach of
trust, false statement made in
declaration, violation of FCRA
and criminal misconduct. The
case was registered on June 13

by the CBI’s office in Mumbai. 
Recently, a PIL was filed by

Lawyers Voice, a voluntary
organisation of advocates, in the
Supreme Court, alleging that the
funds collected by Lawyers
Collective were misutilised for
“activities against the nation”.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi and
Justice Deepak Gupta had
issued notice to Jaising, Grover
and the MHA, asking them to
file their responses on the alle-
gations, including that the
money received by Lawyers
Collective was used to “influ-
ence political activities”.

Jaising, Grover and
Lawyers Collective had issued
a press statement, disputing
“any allegation of misutilisation
of any funds”.

“It is obvious to us that this
is victimisation on account of
Ms Jaising taking up the issue
of the procedure adopted in
relation to the allegations of
sexual harassment against the
Chief Justice of India by a for-
mer employee of the Supreme
Court, which Ms Jaising has
done so in her capacity as a
concerned citizen, a senior
member of the bar and a
women’s rights advocate, with-
out commenting on the merits
of the allegations,” the press
statement had said. 
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The second day of oath-tak-
ing in the 17th Lok Sabha

on Tuesday was marked by
raising of slogans such as Jai
Shri Ram, Jai Maa Durga, Jai
Bheem, Tamil Vazhuka and
Allahu Akbar by members
with some even engaging in
heated exchanges and bravados
and countering. The sloga-
neering went unabated ignor-
ing the Chair’s direction to
desist from it. 

Many MPs were adding
their own slogans related to
religion and cheering up
regionalism from the podium
after Oath taking. Ruling party
also paid tit for tat for those
who on Monday made hue and
cry during the Bhopal MP
Sadwi Pragya Singh Thakur. 

Asaduddin Owaisi, AIMIM
MP from Hyderabad, chanted
“Jai Bheem, Jai Meem, Takbeer
Allahu Akbar, Jai Hind”, after
members from the ruling side
shouted slogans of ‘Jai Shri
Ram’, ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ and

‘Vande mataram’.  Chanting of
Jai Shri Ram was at its peak,
when Owaisi was called to take
oath. At one point, Owaisi was
seen asking Chair to control the

sloganeering BJP MPs, asking
how could take oath during
such a nosy situation. 

Slogans of Vande Mataram
rose at its peak in Lok Sabha after

Samajwadi Party’s MP Shafiqur
Rahman Barq made comments
against Vande Mataram from the
podium after his Oath taking.
“Jahan tak Vande Mataram ka
taaluq hai, it is against Islam we
cannot follow it” he said after
concluding his oath.

While many BJP MPs
ended their oath with chants of

‘Bharat mata ki jai’ and Jai Shri
Ram, Samajwadi Party MP from
Sambhal, Shafiqur Rahman
Barq, objected to Vande
Mataram slogan, drawing
protests from members of trea-
sury benches who demanded an
apology from him. BSP mem-
ber Shyam Singh Yadav con-
cluded his oath with ‘Jai Bheem,
Jai Bharat and Jai Samajwad’.

Some of the members
especially from West Bengal
and Tamil Nadubegan and
ended their oath with sloga-
neering despite the presiding
officer ruling that that no slo-
gans will go on record. Many
DMK MPs ended with slogal
‘Tamil Vazhuka’ (Let Tamil
win), BJP MPs and pther 
MPs from North India also
countered them from 
shouting back Bharat Mata Ki
Jai and Jai Hind.

When the members 
from the West Bengal, espe-
cially those belonging to
Trinamool Congress, took
oath, those from the treasury
benches teased them with ‘Jai

Shri Ram’ slogan. 
TMC members countered

with slogans like Jai Hind, Jai
Bengal, Jai Maa Durga and Jai
Mamata. Kalyan Banerjee of
TMC recited ‘Durga Path’ after
concluding his oath while his
party colleague Abu Taher
Khan began his oath with
‘Bismillah, ar-Rahman, ar
Rahim’ and ended with Allahu
Akbar. Devendra Singh 
Bhole began with ‘Om 
Namah Shivay’, while Ravindra
concluded his oath ‘Jai 
Yogi, Jai Modi’. Nisith Pramanik
came to the House with
‘rajbongshi pagdi’ and took
oath in Bengali.

As West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee’s nephew
Abhishek Banerjee’s name was
called for oath, BJP members
chanted Jai Shri Ram. 

Responding to chanting
by treasury benches, he said
even Modiji is not so much
popular in the House. Banerjee
hoped that he will continue to
get blessing from members of
treasury benches.
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The recent spurt in terror
attacks in Jammu &

Kashmir is a ploy of the
Pakistan Army-ISI combine
and their terror affiliates to cre-
ate a Burhan Wani type char-
acter to lambast India at a slew
of events coming up at the
international level, including
Financial Action Task Force. 

Assessments here suggest,
the latest Pakistani tactic comes
soon after neighbouring coun-
try’s Prime Minister Imran Khan
was isolated at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) meet in Bishek amid a
towering presence of India’s
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
declared at the meet to call out
nations that sponsor terror. 

Earlier, then Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif has used the
United Nations platform in 2016
to hail Wani as a “young leader”
who was “murdered” by India.
Wani was a Hizbul Mujahideen
terrorist who was neutralised by
the security forces in an
encounter in 2016. 

A slew of events at
UN and European Union
are coming up in the next
few months and a des-
perate Pakistan is seek-
ing to exploit these plat-
forms for an anti-India
tirade by projecting liq-
uidation of terrorists as
human rights abuse by
security forces in Jammu
& Kashmir. 

“The spiraling terror
attacks in the Kashmir
Valley by Pakistan spon-

sored terror groups are aimed
at creating hero out of a ter-
rorist to exploit the interna-
tional audience as well as
deflect domestic pressures on
the failing economy in the ter-
ror sponsoring nation,”
counter-terrorism expert Dr
Rituraj Mate said. 

The Pakistani tactic also
comes days ahead of the visit of
US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo’s visit to New Delhi and
Islamabad to provoke security
forces in Jammu & Kashmir to
initiate major counter-terror
operation in the Valley. 

In its bid to deceive the
international community ahead
of the FATF meeting later this
month, the Pakistan
Government has also sent an
alert to India and the US that an
attack might be carried out in the
Valley by terror groups through
explosives-laden vehicle to pro-
ject to the international anti-ter-
rorist financing body and the
international community that
Islamabad has begun taking

action against terror
groups and sharing intelli-

gence with New Delhi and
Washington, sources said.

Apart from the cor-
don and search opera-

tions, the security forces
have been engaged

by the ultras in
encounters, firing and
throwing of grenades at

security forces’ personnel
in the last one week lead-
ing to a number of casu-
alties of the Army, para-
military and state police

forces.   
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West Bengal Chief Minister
and TMC chief Mamata

Banerjee on Tuesday excused
herself from attending the
meeting convened by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday on the issue of
‘one nation, one election’. 

She cited lack of sufficient
time to come up with a “prop-
er response” to the matter and
called for circulation of a white
paper on the subject to all polit-
ical parties, inviting their views
by providing adequate time to
respond if the Centre indeed
wanted “concrete suggestions”.

The PM-convened 
meeting will also hold deliber-
ations on celebrations for 75
years of Independence and the
150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

In her letter to
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi, who had sent out
invites to all party presidents,
she said such a “serious and
sensitive subject” required con-
sultation with constitutional
and election experts and that to
frame a proper response, she
needed to consult all the mem-
bers of her party.

“A proper response on such
a sensitive and serious subject
like ‘one country, one election’
in such a short time would not
do justice to the subject. The
matter requires consultations
with constitutional experts,
election experts and above all,
the party members. Instead of
doing the matter hurriedly, I
would request you to kindly
circulate a white paper on the
subject to all political parties,
inviting their views by provid-
ing adequate time. If you only
do so, we will be able to give
concrete suggestions on this

important subject,” she wrote in
the letter.

The TMC supremo’s deci-
sion to stay away from
Wednesday’s meeting in Delhi
comes against the backdrop of
heightened tussle between the
ruling party and the BJP in
West Bengal after the saffron
party made inroads into the
eastern State.

Mamata had skipped the
NITI Aayog meeting last
Saturday and also did not attend
the swearing-in ceremony of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for his second term on May 30.
She had called the NITI Aayog
meeting “fruitless”.

Reacting to Banerjee’s deci-
sion, West Bengal BJP chief
Dilip Ghosh said she was yet to
recover from her defeat in the
parliamentary polls and was
making excuses to avoid any
meeting convened by the Centre
or the saffron party. “All the
political parties are attending it
except the TMC. They shout the
most about the federal structure
but are busy destroying every

aspect of a healthy democracy,”
he said in Kolkata.

With 22 Lok Sabha mem-
bers, the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) is the fourth-largest
party in the Lok Sabha along
with the YSR Congress, which
also has 22 members in the
Lower House.

The TMC chief stated that
regarding the development of
aspirational districts, her party
had already conveyed that they
were not in favour of the selec-
tion of a few districts as it
would not conform to the over-
all objective of achieving a bal-
anced and uniform development
of all the districts of the State.

Banerjee, nevertheless, said
she and her party would whole-
heartedly participate in the
celebrations for 75 years of
Independence and the 150th
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi. And for ways to
improve the productivity of
Parliament, the parliamentary
affairs ministry might 
consult the matter with all the
political parties.
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Opposition parties have
decided to oppose Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s call
for ‘One Nation, One Election’.
The decision was taken unani-
mously at a meeting of the
Opposition parties convened by
UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi
and attended by leaders from
the Congress, the TMC, the
DMK, the NCP, the NC, the
RSP, the Left and others. 

Prominent leaders who
attended the meeting included
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
Adhir Ranjan Choudhary, K
Suresh all from the Congress
party, TR Baalu, Kanimozhi of
the DMK, Supriya Sule of the
NCP, Farooq Abdullah of the
NC, Thirumaavalan Thol
(VCK), NK Premachandran 
(RSP), PK Kunhalikutty
(IUML), and Thomas
Chazhikadan of KC-M. TMC
chief Mamata Banerjee has
already opposed by declining to
attend the meeting called to
discuss the issue of ‘One
Nation, One Election’ idea.

The meeting by Sonia
Gandhi was called to chalk out
their joint strategy for the
Parliament session and to take
a decision of the choice of Lok
Sabha Speaker. Newly appoint-
ed leader of the Congress in the
Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Choudhary said the Congress
and other UPA allies have
decided to support the BJP can-
didate Om Birla for the post of
the Lok Sabha Speaker but

remained silent on the issue of
Deputy Speaker. Chowdhury
said the Congress has already
moved a motion supporting the
ruling party candidate for the
post of Speaker of Lok Sabha.

The Congress and other
Opposition parties, have how-
ever, not decided on the strate-
gy for the post of Deputy Speaker
of Lok Sabha and are adopting
a “wait and watch” policy.

On the issue of One Nation
One Election, Chowdhary said
the parties were opposed to the
idea in principle. Since some
issues are to be sorted out, the
UPA will meet again on
Wednesday morning to discuss
the issue further and take a
common stand at the meeting
called by Modi in the evening. 

Earlier in the day a meet-
ing of the Congress top brass,
including Sonia Gandhi and
party chief Rahul Gandhi, was

held to decide the strategy on
key matters such as Lok Sabha
speaker’s election and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s call
to discuss the one nation, one
election issue.

Sources said the meeting,
chaired by Congress
Parliamentary Party leader Sonia
Gandhi and attended by Rahul
Gandhi and former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh, dis-
cussed the strategy to be adopt-
ed by the party during the meet-
ing called by the Prime Minister.

Senior Congress leaders
AK Antony, P Chidambaram,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Anand
Sharma, Jairam Ramesh, K
Suresh, and Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, were among those
present at the meeting held at
Sonia Gandhi’s residence 10,
Janpath. The strategy for the
dinner-meeting was also dis-
cussed at the Congress meeting.
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The slow progress of the monsoon,
which irrigates more than half of

India’s farms, may worsen the drought-
like situation prevailing in many States
with an overall 45 per cent rain defi-
ciency recorded till June 18 since its
advent on June 8. 

The monsoon is yet to mark its
arrival in Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana, Maharashtra and Odisha.
The country has so far received 46.1
mm of rainfall against the normal of
82.4 mm for this time.  

Due to deficiency of rainfall, kharif
sowing area was 82.20 lakh hectares
compared to 90.34 lakh hectares dur-
ing the corresponding week in 2018-
19. The Telangana Government has
issued advisory asking farmers not to
rush into sowing. The farmers are also
advised not to grow maize on light soils.

According to India Meteorological
Department (IMD), south peninsula,
including Kerala, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, are witness-
ing deficient rains of over 38 percent
till June 18. “As many as 14 subdivi-
sions, including drought-ridden
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, are facing a deficiency of
more than 60 per cent,” the IMD said.

IMD’s Director General Dr KJ
Ramesh said the monsoon should
have reached Central India till June 18.
But this year it hasn’t even covered
Karnataka properly or entered the
Northeast.

The East and North East 
region recorded 43 per cent rain defi-
ciency while North West recorded 27
per cent deficiency. Except

Lakshadweep, all subdivisions of mete-
orological department recorded defi-
cient rainfall till date. 

June-to-September monsoon made
a delayed onset over the Kerala coast
on 8 June and has been advancing at a
sluggish pace over the mainland. It lost
momentum because of Cyclone Vayu,
whose formation in the Arabian Sea
coincided with the monsoon onset and
ended up draining it of moisture. The
cyclone eventually drifted away from
the Gujarat coast. Adequate rainfall in

the monsoon season is critical for
India’s agricultural output and the
overall economy. A deficit rainfall
during the early part of the season
could delay sowing and reduce crop
output even if rainfall gathers pace later.

According to IMD, the delayed
southwest monsoon is now expected to
arrive in Maharashtra by June 21. The
much-awaited monsoon is expected to
reach southern Konkan and Goa by
June 21, and is likely to cover the entire
Maharashtra by June 24 or 25.
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Two months after the Easter
bombings, while the dots have
been connected, accountability
is still playing truant. Besides
others, India had alerted Sri

Lanka on April 4, 10, 16, 20 and 21 but
incredibly, security agencies in Colombo
took no action. On this page, after the hor-
rendous bombings, this writer had called
the catastrophic event a mystery. 

Both President Maithripala Sirisena
and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
of what was once a National Unity
Government of two rival parties have said
they received no official information on ter-
ror attacks. Sirisena is the Minister for
Defence and Minister for Law and Order,
which place all intelligence, defence, secu-
rity and police agencies under his com-
mand. The Minister of State for Defence
for good optics is in Wickremesinghe’s
Cabinet. While Sirisena has ordered a pres-
idential commission to investigate the
bombings, the powerful speaker, Karu
Jayasuriya, has appointed a parliamentary
select committee (PSC) for enquiry. The
PSC has had public hearings aired on tele-
vision which has upset the President, who
has since prohibited all serving defence,
intelligence and security officials from tes-
tifying before it. It has been boycotted by
Sirisena’s Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)
and Rajapaksa’s Sri Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP).

Defence Secretary Hemasiri Fernando,
who was forced to resign, told the PSC that
intelligence was available on April 9 of a pos-
sible threat on April 21 and had assumed
that Sri Lanka’s state intelligence services
chief would have informed the President as
was the practice. He added that as Defence
Secretary, he could not meet the President
— not even once in two weeks — as he had
no time. The shocker was the revelation that
Sirisena had told Fernando not to invite the
Prime Minister, MoS for Defence and
Inspector General Police, Pujith Jayasundara
for National Security Council meetings since
November 13,  2018, following the
Constitutional crisis in which Sirisena had
sacked Wickremesinghe and appointed
Opposition leader and his presidential
rival, Mahinda Rajapaksa, as Prime Minister,
which was later revoked by the courts.

IGP Jayasundara, who refused to
resign, was suspended by the President and
moved the courts, told the PSC that prior
intelligence was available, giving specific
details about the catastrophic intelligence
failure adding: “No emergency was
declared.” He said Sirisena offered him an
ambassadorial post for his resignation,
assuring him that the presidential commis-
sion would clear his name. Jayasundara
struck the final nail in the coffin by say-
ing there was “total unpreparedness of
Government to act on intelligence reports.” 

The head of national intelligence,
Sisira Mendis, a former police chief who

reported directly to the
President, testifying before the
PSC said that the bombings
could have been averted.
Mendis also said that the
President failed to hold regu-
lar security meetings to assess
the threat from Islamic radicals
linked to National Towheed
Jamaat (NTJ). Sirisena has dis-
missed Mendis.

Linked to the suicide
bombings is the revelation that
in 2018, the premier spy
agency, state intelligence chief,
Nilantha Jayewardene, ordered
the IGP to stop investigating
Islamic militants as well as
NTJ. He also did not take seri-
ously the information provid-
ed by India on the radical
NTJ. While in India for Prime
Minister Modi’s swearing in,
Sirisena said there was no
proof that the bombers visited
India, contradicting Army
Commander Mahesh
Senanayake, who told BBC
that they did go to India for
training. Clearing himself of
any responsibility for the intel-
ligence failures, Sirisena said: “I
was in Sri Lanka upto April 16
before going to Singapore on a
private visit. None of the
defence Chiefs informed me of
any such intelligence”.

All that one wished to
know about the nine suicide

bombers is now in the public
domain. Zahran Hashim, the
radical preacher linked to NTJ
from Kattankudy in Batticaloa,
which has Sri Lanka’s biggest
mosque, was the ring leader.
How the suicide bomber inside
Taj Samudra hotel panicked,
walked out and blew himself
up along with two others in a
small hotel in Dehiwala suburb
of Colombo is well-known.
None of the nine bombers was
impoverished, physically or
mentally challenged, but all
highly educated and affluent,
two of them millionaires and
all roped in by Hashim. It was
a small group connected with
Hashim.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka’s
capacity to self-destruct may be
hurtling it towards another
ethnic conflict. The majority
Sinhala Buddhists, spearhead-
ed by the clergy and political
Opposition, have demonised
the Muslims. Anti-Muslim
riots, surpassing in scale the
worst ones in 2018 in Digana,
have occurred after the bomb-
ings. A false narrative of hatred
and prejudice is being spread
against Muslims. Fake tales
about swords stored in
mosques and mass sterilisation
of Sinhalese by a Muslim doc-
tor are being circulated. 

Vilification of Muslims will

further divide society as
Muslims live across the coun-
try. Calling for unity among
communities, it was disingen-
uous on part of Sirisena to
warn them of the emergence of
a Muslim Prabhakaran, an
avoidable simile to the dread-
ed Tamil supremo of the LTTE
who fought an ethnic conflict
for three decades, ending 2009.

The mass resignation of
two Muslim Governors and
nine Ministers to enable the
Government to conduct inves-
tigations, clearing them of link-
ages to suicide bombings, has
opened a new front.
Organisation of Islamic
Countries (OIC) envoys based
in Colombo have appealed to
the Government to protect
Muslims and their properties. 

The presidential pardon
to reactionary monk
Gnanasara Thero, who was
implicated in the anti-Muslim
violence of 2018 and stormed
a court hearing old cases of
“enforced disappearances”, will
add fuel to fire. Rumours
against Muslims and anti-
Muslim riots are a smoke
screen to shift focus from the
presidential and parliamen-
tary enquiries to resurgent
Sinhala Buddhist extremism
directed at Muslims. The
Government is drafting a leg-

islation to change Muslim laws
dealing with burqa, hijab, halal,
mosques and madrasas in con-
sultation with Muslim clergy
and leadership.

The question of account-
ability will be drowned in the
conflict between parallel
enquiries reflecting the break-
down of the co-habitation
Government. Why did Sirisena
not know about the intended
bombings and why did intelli-
gence and security forces fail to
act? Sirisena can only be inves-
tigated after January 2020 by a
new President. But the broken-
down Government cannot
afford to wait to be fixed till
after the elections. 

The ultimate irony for Sri
Lanka was when
Wickremesinghe, after a meet-
ing with Modi, who was on a
five-hour visit to Colombo
this month, sought India’s help
in counter-terrorism. Since
2009 after vanquishing LTTE,
Colombo has proudly show-
cased its unique prowess and
skills in eliminating root and
branch, terrorism in the 21st
century — a historic first!

(The writer is a retired
Major General of the Indian
Army and founder member of
the Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the revamped Integrated
Defence Staff)
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Sir — Like a raging wildfire, the
medical fraternity across the
length and breadth of the coun-
try lent support to agitating doc-
tors in West Bengal, seeking a
Central legislation against hospi-
tal violence and attacks by infu-
riated attendants. Failing to grasp
the seriousness of the situation,
when a 200-strong mob beat up
doctors and nursing staff and
generally indulged in rowdy acts,
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee used harsh
language against the agitating
doctors and threatened to lock all
of them in case they failed to
resume work immediately. 

Instead of controlling the sit-
uation, Banerjee let it get out of
hand by dismissing it as a
Bharatiya Janata Party-
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) conspiracy. This fuelled
the protests. Creating an image of
a victim of the conspiracy and
machination of the BJP is no way
to help reclaim the situation. 

Violence against doctors try-
ing to follow the best line of treat-
ment for a patient is unacceptable.
They may have a demi-god status
in the public eye, but they are no

gods. They work long, strenuous
hours and may err, which may
cause grave complications or even
inadvertent death. But in those
circumstances, too, law can’t be
taken in one’s hands, no matter
how grave the sense of loss.
Thankfully, Banerjee assured the
doctors about new security mea-
sures and the strike was called off.

JS Acharya 
Hyderabad
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Sir — The oath-taking ceremony
for the 17th Lok Sabha session
witnessed several members
affirming in different languages
while assuming the position. The
day-long event witnessed the
members reading transcript of the
oath presented in the presence of
pro-tem speaker. 

However, in today’s times,  a
single day reserved only for oath
taking holds no relevance and is
only a wastage of tax payers’
money. The archaic oath reading
ceremony could have been
replaced by mere signing of the
papers through necessary parlia-
mentary business procedures and
the session could have started off
directly through business pro-
ceedings from day one. There are

many crucial Bills that are pend-
ing and require sufficient time to
be discussed.

Varun Dambal
Bengaluru
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Sir — The Prime Minister is
reported to have unveiled his
vision for a $5 trillion dollar econ-
omy at the NITI Aayog meeting
held last week. This is indeed
encouraging. But what is of grave
concern is that more than 80 per
cent of the population is reeling
under abject poverty. There are
many villages which do not have
access to either potable water or
electricity. Without proper health-
care, roads and education, people
are suffering. Development must
be inclusive. It should not be for
data or record. Our
economy/GDP should speak well
about people’s standard of living.
On the economic front, India has
a long road to traverse. Will a $5
trillion dollar economy spin the
fortune of the poor?

NR Ramachandran
Chennai
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On May 23 this year, the United States
(US) successfully launched 60 of its
Starlink internet satellites. Starlink is one

of the most ambitious projects of Space X, the
private rocket company of high-tech entrepre-
neur, Elon Musk. The aim of the firm is to
launch as many as 2,000 satellites per year, with
the ultimate objective of placing up to 12,000
of such satellites into the orbit. Space today has
been a witness to numerous projects that are
funded by both Governments and private, com-
mercial entities. In the present era of bound-
less technological capabilities, the use of the
outer space for military purposes has become
a cause of concern.

“It is not enough to have an American pres-
ence in space, we must have American domi-
nance in space,” US President Donald Trump
said, adding that he didn’t want to see “China
and other countries leading us.” With this aim,
the Trump administration is in the process of
creating a US Space Force, the sixth branch of
the US military service, which will undertake
missions and operations in the rapidly evolv-
ing space domain. 

With a global quest for military suprema-
cy and dominance, other space-faring countries
have not remained mute spectators. Take the
example of India, which recently launched an
anti-satellite (ASAT) weapon on March 27.
Indian military scientists successfully destroyed
a low-Earth orbit satellite in space by using a
missile which covered a distance of 300 km to
engage the target. In a televised address,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, “India has
entered its name as an elite ‘space power’. An
anti-satellite weapon, ASAT, successfully tar-
geted a live satellite on a low-Earth orbit.” 

ASAT weapons can be used in warfare as
they have the capability to incapacitate or
destroy enemy satellites for strategic military
purposes. With the recent accomplishment,
India became the fourth country to possess
such a weapon alongside the US, Russia 
and China.

Given the increased militarisation of space
and the immense threat it poses to nations
across the world, it is essential to take a look
at the laws which govern the military use of
space. The use of space is governed by five
space-related international treaties of the
United Nations. One of them, the Outer Space
Treaty, came into effect in 1967 and was signed
by most nations on the globe. It has been signed
and made official, or has been ratified, by 105
countries across the world. With regard to the
use of space, the treaty prohibits military
manoeuvres, weapon testing, establishment of
military bases, installations and fortification on
celestial bodies. Moreover, objects carrying
nuclear weapons or any other kind of weapons
of mass destruction is forbidden in the orbit. 

However, the use of military personnel —
any equipment or facility on the celestial bod-
ies — is not forbidden unless used for peace-
ful purposes. So far, the treaty has worked well
but lacks clarity on several issues, which has left
plenty of wiggle room. 

Questions have been raised as to what con-
stitutes “mass destruction”; whether the outer

space can be used for exploration of
resources to be used in military
machinery; if weapons of mass
destruction can be placed in space
without fully achieving orbit; and what
about weapons that would not cause
mass destruction? The treaty remains
ambiguous in some crucial aspects
about the use of the space.

Another issue that has attracted
much debate in the arena of public
international law is “peaceful purpos-
es.” According to the treaty, the outer
space is a “common heritage of
mankind” and is to be used exclusive-
ly for “peaceful purposes.” However,
the term, “peaceful purposes” lacks
clarity of definition. There has been
a plethora of debates to decide
whether the term is supposed to
adopt the ideology of being “non-
aggressive” or “non-military.” Majority
view it as “non-military” but the
same has not been substantiated upon
any of the space treaties.

Another treaty, commonly known
as the ‘Moon Treaty’, falls within the
overarching ‘Outer Space Treaty’. The
‘Moon Treaty’ specifically is applica-
ble to the Moon and other celestial
bodies in the solar system excluding
planet Earth. It explains that these
bodies should be used exclusively for
peaceful purposes; that their environ-
ments should not be disrupted; and
that the UN should be informed of the
location and purpose of any station
established on those bodies. It also
plugs a loophole in the Outer Space

Treaty by banning ownership of any
extra-terrestrial property by any
organisation or private person, unless
that body is  international or
Governmental. 

However, the most controversial
part of the ‘Moon Treaty’ pertains to
the natural resources on the Moon. It
provides that the Moon and its natur-
al resources are the common heritage
of mankind and harvesting of these
riches is prohibited except by way of
an international regime established to
govern the exploitation of such capi-
tal. The exact nature of this regime is
not detailed, nor the term “resources”
is defined.

It becomes a cause of concern for
the international community when the
‘Moon Treaty’ is neither signed, acced-
ed to, nor ratified by any of the space-
faring nations. Also, the ambiguity of
the provisions of the treaties can
leave the nations to interpret the
provisions in a way that comple-
ments their self-interest in the issue. 

Take the example of the US’
National Space Policy. On the one
hand, it emphasises the country’s
commitment to the exploration and
use of outer space by all nations for
peaceful purposes but at the same
time, it declares US’ defence and
intelligence-related activities in pur-
suit of national interests to be consis-
tent with “peaceful purposes”.

Ever since the treaties were formu-
lated in the 1960s, there was a limit-
ed view of the potential of utilisation

of the outer space. But with rapid
advancements in the use of technol-
ogy and intelligence in the space, there
is a dire need that the laws governing
the use of space be revisited so as to
address some important space issues
of the 21st century like that of min-
ing,  space tourism, Artif icial
Intelligence and intellectual property
of space resources among other things.
Meanwhile, the international commu-
nity can only live in the hope that the
world does not see warfare and attack
missions in space.

The creation of an international
regime, much like the World Trade
Organisation, is the need of the hour.
An international platform needs to be
set up wherein deliberations on peace-
ful use of space can be taken up
through negotiations. Since only four
countries officially have the ASAT
technology, negotiations must start
among them.

It is highly possible that an Non-
proliferation Treaty (NPT)-type of
regime may be established, wherein
ASAT’s powers are recognised and
further militarisation of the space may
be scaled down. India needs to exer-
cise its diplomatic heft to materialise
the same because then the country’s
strategic and security interests will
also be secured while discouraging
further space militarisation. 

(Raghav Pandey is an Assistant
Professor and Anoushka Mehta is a stu-
dent at Maharashtra National Law
University, Mumbai)

,�������������������.������������2�.����2��
�����	��������	��
�
��1���"�����������	
������������������	����������������������


&
�5$�$ �6
7 � � � � � � � � � 2

-�.���"��
#�$"��,"��,�

�	-��(	�)/ 1���

4���������� ����	�(�0������(���������
�7�����
!�������������	�!��������	��,�!�����������	�
��������������,���	 �������	��������������

��0���
��2��8�

���/
��
������

�62��)2��
7��
7*���


��2)���
7��5
)2�
�20����6
5
92��62�37)54

�)�42
7)���
1��
7�0

1��62��224�7*
�62�67�)#���

��2)���
7��5

�5��*7)���2241
�7�-2�12����

362)2
�
425
-2)��
7�1
7���2��2*�5
�12�7*�1���2

����-2���92����
�6)7��6

�2�7�
��
7�1#
1
��2�7�5��*7�)

�7���)
21
7**
�
�55��6�D2

�62��1��
�2�6�757��0
�2�7�
��
7�1
��1��1��)�
��7����62�

.����	-����	1������
	?.-1@	��	��
	���
��	�����	
������
�
)�	���	������	+�,,,	�������
�	����
�	����	���	0�	��
	���
�
�����	��
	 �������	-����	1������
�	�����	��	����������
(

�	 �	 �
�
�	 
������
�	 ���	 ������	 7�,,,	 �����	 ����
�	 ����	 ���
>������
�	����
	����	%�������	���
	#>-	���	!
�����
	����	���(
�
�	��������������	��������	��
	�6	��������	�����	��	������
"�
�����
�������
�	����	����
�	��������������	��	�
��	��	��
	����
	��	�	����
>������
�	���	��	�����	���
��
�
�	1���	������	��	�������	��
)������	$�����	0��
�����	?)$0�@�	�	����
��	��
�
	�	��
������	������(

�	������	�
���	�
�	��	
�������	�
������
�	���	���
��	��
�	��
��
	������	���	��
	�����	���
�	$����	��	��	)$0�	�	����	��	������
�
�
��	�
	������
	E	����	�	�����
�	����
�	��	����
����
���	�����
�
��	���
�	���
������	�
����
	�����������	���	����	�
�(�����	�������(
����F	������	
���	���
������	���	�������
�	��
	�����
��	������	���
���
����	���
�	��	)$0�	��
	�������	������	�
���
�	�	�������
����
�	������	��	�	�
������
�	�����	
������
�	#����	��	)$0	��
����	�����	��	8�����	�������9

��������	������
��	��
	��	��
	�������	���	��
	�
��	���	������
)$0�	���	�
	���������	��	����
	��
��	��	��
��	�������	���	����
����
�������
	��
�	��
	���	��
	����
��	���	��
	�	���
������	��������
	���
��(
�
��	��	���
	������	.��	����	��	����	��	����
�	���
�����	��
��	�

�
��	����	���	��
	�����	���
����	����	����
�	����	������	���
�	��	�����

��	������	����
�	����	����
	��
�
	�
�	�����	�����	��
��	������
��	�
������&�	�����
����	����	���
	���
	��	��
	�
��	���
�	��	��
	���
�(
����	�����
���	)�	������	��	���	����	��
	������	��
�	���	����
��	���
�	��	��	����	��
	���
	����
��	�
�����	�����	��
	�����
(
�
��	�
��	����	����	�
	���
	��������
�	)��
�����	�

�	��	�

�	���(
�������
	����	��
	�����
��	��
	��
	�����	����	���	������	�
	����

��	��	�������	����	�����	����	��
�	��	����	����	

0�
	��	��
	�����	�������	�����(�
	���
�����	�

�	��	������
�	��
��
��
�	��	���	��
	���
	��
	������	���	�
��
�
	����	��	���	����
��	�����	#�
	�������	�����
��	������	���
	�	�����	�����
��	���
�
����	�	������	����
�����
	
��
	��	���	����
�	����	����
�
�����
�	��	����
�

���	)��
�����	������	�

�	��
	���
������	��	�	������
�	�����
����	��	��	���	��
	����������
����
�	���
�
�	�	����	��
�����	���(
���	��	�����
�	��	���
��	����	���
�	���
�����	��������	
��
�����
��	���	����
������	��
	���
	
��������
�	��	�
��(�����	�����
��
��
��	����	��	���
�	������	��	���
����	��	�������	��	��	����
�	���
���������
	��	�
"���
�	��
�	���
�����	��
	������&�	�����
��	���(
�
�����
	���������	������
�	���	��
	������	��	��
	�����
�
��	�
��
��	���	��	����
���	

�	���
	
��������
�	�����
��	��	���
	�
��
�	��	��
	������	���(
�
�	����	��
	����	���	�
��	��	�	�����	�
�����	�����
�	���������	"�
�(
����	��	���	��	�����	��
	���
���
��	�����	�	�����
�
��	��	���(
���	���
��	��	������	��
��
�	��	����	�
	��	����	
��������	�����	��
��	���	
�������	�
���	��	���
	�����	��	��
	����	#�
	����
�	��	���
�
��
�
��
�	����
	����
����
��	��
	���
�	
�������
�	�	�	�����
��
����	���	�
��������
	����	��	���	�����	��	�
���
	����
��	;��
�
��
�����	����	�
��	����	��

�	��
	����	����	��
	����
�	��	���
�
��
���
����	��������	��	��	���
��	��	���	���
	�����
�	���	��	������

���	�����
��	���
�	���	
�����
���

#�����	�	����������	���	�
������
	�����
�
��	�
���	����	�
����	�����	�
�����	��	�	����	���
�	.
������	�	������	������	��
�	�����������	��
�	��	��
	���
	��	�	�����
��	���	�	���	�������
��
���	�����
�
��	��	���
	���	��	��
	�
��	����	����������
	��
��(
�	����	�
�	����
����
��	���	�
���
�	��	��
	������
��	

#�
�
	��
	���
	����
���	�����	����	����	��
	�������
�	��
	��
����	����
	�
���
	���
�����	��	��
	)$0�G

� �
��	������	���	�
	���
	����	����
	��	��
	��������
��*,	�
�	�
��	
�������	������	���
����	���	*7	�������
��1�������	������	��	��	�
���	*,	�
�	�
��	������	����	���	
����
���	�
����	����	��	��

	����	������
��	)$0	��	�	�
	���
����
	��	�	����&�	���
	���
	���	�	�
����

)$0	����
�	��	���������	���	���	�
������	)$0�	���
	
���
��
(
�
���	��"�����	���	���
���
����	��	�	�������	����
�	���	�����(
���
	���	�
��	�
�
���	�
�	�
����
�	�	��������	�
�	���
�����	��
�	�����	�����	���������
�	���	���
��	��	�����
	������	��������	.
���
������	����	�
���
�	��
	�����	��	�������	�����
	�������	�	�����(
������	��
	�����	��	�����������	����	��
	���
���
��	�������(
��	)$0�	��
	�����������	��	��
	��
	�
����
�	��	��
	�����
�
�	��
��
	�
����	��	��
	�������	����
��	�	�����
	���	)$0	���	��
��
	���(
���
����
	����
�	�����������	���	�����	��
	�����	��	���
�	�����	����
����	��	��	�������	

�
����
	��
	������	��	��	���
�	����	)$0�	����	�������
	��	�������
���
�����	�
����
	��
	��
	������	����
�	�	�������
�	��	�	����(
��������	����
�	>������
�	��	�����������	��
	
�������	���	���
�(

�����	��	���
������	#�
	�����
���	���	�	���	���	���	��
	�����(
�����	��	
������	��������	���	�
	�
�	
��������	H���	���
	���
	��
���
������	��
	�����	�
���
	��	���
	�	�����
�

����������������������������������������������
�������

7.����	������������������
&''(�)%* ��#+�,	�+� (�� -��(�.%(��$%* � /��� 0 � 1%���$��2�(#��-%/���%���#-�%/��%*%# (���( %0$��/���3%(34*�� /3��� ���$��5"
�/3�� 0 %/�'4���%/���*��%�/����'�����34(6��$��(%����-� /��$�(�&�% /�'�2�(���$%/ ��7��*4���6��'(�' (������� 31#���$��- ##�4�

-�+����������0���������0
������ �!��!��!�	����	
��������������!��� !
 ��!�����6����9���:�
����!�����	�����#�-������
	����:���!��� ���
���	���������������������
������	��������� ������0
����<����������	������	
���	������������ ��<
�����	�� ����������������
���������	����!��������#
����,��	����������	���
�����1�����	������	�����-��
��	��������6����9���:�
���������������!����	����
��	���	���������
����	�!�	�������	�(�#
���	
�������
	��������

67���97��:1�24�2

American writer and philoso-
pher George Santayana
famously said, “Those who

cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.” We would do
well to remember that on December
7, 1941, the Japanese fleet, under
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto,
launched its devastating attack on
the US Pacific Fleet at Pearl
Harbour, leaving it all but crippled. 

While to the uninitiated it may
well have seemed the first act of the
tragedy that would ultimately leave
Hiroshima and Nagasaki devastat-
ed by fireballs, millions dead and
Japan utterly defeated, but in truth,
it was only a denouement of events
set in motion nearly a century
before.

Incidentally, while the attack
may have surprised the Pacific
Fleet, Washington had broken the
Japanese code and was fully conver-
sant with Yamamoto’s operational
plans. Whether it was sheer incom-
petence or a deliberate strategy to
not inform the Pacific Fleet of the
impending attack, to arouse public
opinion against Japanese “perfidy”
and allow Franklin D Roosevelt to
enter the war, still remains a mat-
ter of conjecture and debate. 

Of course, the delay on the part
of the Japanese Ambassador to
Washington to convey his
Government’s decision to declare
war on the US, inadvertently deliv-
ered after the attack, obviously
played into Roosevelt’s hands as
well. However, what is now well
known is that the Japanese
Government was fully aware —
even before the first shots had
been fired — that it was a conflict
they could never win. 

Yet, they had little choice but to
take on the might of the US if they
were not to be economically and
militarily strangled and denied

their rightful place in the world.
Ninety years before, on July 8,
1853, Commodore Matthew Perry
of the US Navy, commanding a
squadron of two steamers and two
sailing vessels, sailed into Tokyo
harbour aboard the fr igate
Susquehanna and imposed an
unequal treaty on the Japanese,
making full use of the technologi-
cal superiority that his force
enjoyed. A supposedly powerful
Japan was forced to retreat.

From this humiliating event
emerged the understanding that if
they were to avoid the fate that had
befallen a weak and divided China,
they would have to copy the
Western imperialist powers. The
year 1868 saw the start of the
reformist movement — the Meiji
Restoration — which turned feudal
Japan into a modern industrialist
nation, best exemplified by its
defeat of Russia in the Russo-
Japanese War of 1904-05 that gave
it control over parts of Manchuria. 

Subsequently siding with allies
in the World War-I allowed it to
take control of Germany’s colonies

in the Pacific. In effect, it emerged
as another great colonial power
engaged in competit ion for
resources with the British, Dutch
and the US, something these pow-
ers did not take kindly to, even
refusing to treat it as an equal in the
League of Nations.

It was only a matter of time
before an expansionist Japan found
itself in the cross hairs of the US. In
1937, following the Marco Polo
Bridge incident, Japan found itself
bogged down in a war with China
that put extreme strains on its mil-
itary capabilities and economic
resources. The Nanjing Massacre,
the occupation of Korea and a
series of other incidents led to the
imposition of an economic and oil
blockade on Japan by the US that
finally forced the former to confront
the US at Pearl Harbour and take on
the British in the Malayan Peninsula
in a desperate bid for oil, rubber, tin
and other metals required to keep
its factories going.

Today, approximately 73 years
after Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the
world finds itself in similar straight-

ened circumstances as the US once
again puts into motion steps to curb
the rise of another Asian power, the
People’s Republic of China. 

The meteoric r ise of US
President Donald Trump, his
‘America First’ ideology and the
focus on trade restrictions to curb
the exponential growth of the
Chinese economy are no different
from the embargoes we saw on the
Japanese those many years ago. 

The ratcheting up of tensions in
the Persian Gulf from where the
Chinese receive most of their oil, is
obviously no coincidence and while
some may see the US’ actions
directed at Iran, one cannot rule out
the fact that the ultimate target may
well be the Chinese.

Many analysts believe that a
miscalculation in the Gulf may
well ignite an unwanted conflict
between Iran and the US. If so,
while extremely serious, it would
only be one aspect of a larger glob-
al problem. What should be of even
graver concern is the possibility that
American attempts to stymie
Chinese growth may lead to conflict

if China finds itself economically
cornered and responds much in the
manner that the Japanese did in
1941, preemptively if it feels it is
being cornered.

Incidentally, a scenario, which
could apply to Iran, in its current
standoff with the US as well. In such
a situation, where would our best
interests lie? Would we want to be
at the forefront of the confrontation
as a close US ally or would we pre-
fer to keep our powder dry? 

Whatever be our choice, one
thing is very clear, we better initi-
ate substantive actions to revamp
and reorganise our military if we
wish to be ready to tackle the fall
out of the ongoing US-China tus-
sle for power. This is an issue that
diplomacy alone cannot solve and
we would do well to remember Mao
Zedong’s prophetic words that
“power flows out of the barrel of the
gun.”

(The writer, a military veteran,
a consultant with the Observer
Research Foundation and a Senior
Visiting Fellow with The Peninsula
Foundation, Chennai)
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Jet Airways’ shares faced
massive drubbing on

Tuesday and tumbled nearly
41 per cent after State Bank of
India-led consortium of
lenders decided to send the
grounded airl ine to the
National  Company Law
Tribunal.

The scrip plummeted
40.78 per cent to close at
�40.45 on the BSE. During the
day, it tanked 52.78 per cent
to hit an all-time low of
�32.25.

On the National Stock
Exchange (NSE),  shares
plunged 40.78 per cent to
close at �40.50 apiece. During
the day, it dropped 53.72 per
cent to a record low of �31.65.

This the 12th consecutive
trading day fall for Jet Airways
and the scrip has plunged
over 73 per cent during this
time, wiping out �1,253.5
crore from its market valua-
tion, on the BSE.

	���� ���-�


The consortium of 26
bankers led by State Bank

Tuesday took the grounded
Jet Airways to the National
Company Law Tribunal to
recover their dues of over Rs
8,500 crore. The tribunal will
hear the matter Wednesday.

Jet Airways, started over 25
years ago by airline- ticketing-
agent-turned-entrepreneur
Naresh Goyal, stopped flying
on April 17 after it ran out of
cash and the unpaid lessors
took away most of its 100-odd
operational airplanes. The
lenders have been trying to sell
the airline as a going concern
since the past five months, but
failed due to many a reason.

Apart from banks, the air-
line also owes over �10,000
crore to its hundreds of ven-
dors, primarily aircraft lessors
and over �3,000 crore to around
23,000 employees who have
not been paid since March.

The airline has been having
negative networth for long and
has run a loss of over �13,000
crore in the past few year. Thus
it has over �36,500 crore of dues
and being a services company
negligible assets to recover.

Also, most of its domestic
airport slots have been given
away to other airlines by the
government and so are some of

its slots at some key interna-
tional airports.

On the aeroplane asset side,
Jet had only 16 on its book which
are valued around �5,000 crore
as per some media reports, as the
rest of its 123 fleet were on lease
and most of them have been de-
registered or taken away by the
foreign lessors already.

The Jet shares are at multi-
year lows and plunged 41 percent
Tuesday to close at �40.45 on the
BSE. During the day, it tanked
52.78 percent to hit an all-time
low of �32.25. In the past five
trading sessions alone, the shares
lost over 73 percent of their value.

When banks converted a
part of their debt into equity
when the stock was trading
over �250 apiece. The conver-
sion price was fixed at a nom-
inal Re 1, though.

Following a meeting of the
lenders Monday, SBI had said
that “after due deliberations, the
lenders have decided to seek
resolution for Jet Airways under
the bankruptcy code since only
a conditional bid was received”.

The statement further said
the move was necessitated as
the prospective investor (a con-
sortium of Etihad Airways and
Hinduja group) wants some
Sebi exemptions waiving the
open offer requirement, which
can be worked out better under
the bankruptcy laws.
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Equity benchmarks Sensex
and Nifty on Tuesday closed

in the green on emergence of
buying in metal, energy and IT
counters, but gains were capped
by a caution among investors
ahead of the crucial US Federal
Reserve meeting. 

Snapping its four-day losing
streak, the 30-share Sensex set-
tled the day at 39,046.34, 0.22 per
cent or 85.55 points higher. The
index swung over 300 points in
a highly volatile session.

Similarly, the 50-stock NSE
Nifty ended at 11,691.50, up
0.17 per cent or 19.35 points.

Sentiments turned a bit
optimistic towards the fag-end
of the session in view of lower
crude oil prices and strength-
ening rupee.    

Top gainers in the Sensex
pack included Vedanta, Coal
India, PowerGrid, ICICI Bank,
HCL Tech, Bajaj Finance and
Infosys — rising up to 2.47 per
cent.

On the other hand, Yes
Bank emerged as the biggest
loser, cracking 5.94 per cent, fol-
lowed by Maruti, Asian Paints,
Sun Pharma and HDFC twins,
shedding up to 2.20 per cent.

Shares of Jet Airways
plummeted 40.48 per cent after
State Bank of India-led con-
sortium of lenders Monday
decided to send the grounded

Jet Airways to the National
Company Law of Tribunal
(NCLT) as they have not yet
received any concrete propos-
al for the airline.

Sectorally, BSE oil and gas,
teck, power, energy, metal and
utilities rose up to 1.13 per cent,
while BSE healthcare, auto and
FMCG fell up to 0.55 per cent.

Broader BSE midcap index
settled 0.08 per cent higher and
BSE smallcap index fell 0.42 per
cent.

Analysts opined that mar-
ket is finding it difficult to sus-
tain at elevated levels due to a
host of reasons like muted cor-
porate earnings, slow mon-
soon progress, concerns over
corporate defaults and worries
with regard to India-US trade
disagreements.

“Today, market ended pos-
itive supported by ease in oil
prices due to concern over
global growth, trade-war and
uncertainties in upcoming
OPEC meeting. There was a
hope that the weakening
domestic market will be sup-
ported by fiscal and monetary
measures. This hope is being
tested today given continuous
weak economic and monsoon
data. Market will be careful
during the ongoing FED meet-
ing which is expected to pro-
vide a dovish,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services, said.
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The rupee on Tuesday
appreciated by 21 paise to

close at 69.70 against the US
dollar as easing crude prices
and a weak dollar ahead of the
US central bank’s meeting
helped the currency snap its
three-day losing streak.

Forex dealers said the sell-
ing of the American currency

by exporters and gain in other
Asian currencies also sup-
ported the rupee.

The US dollar fell against
its major rivals before the US
Federal Reserve’s meeting
amid expectations that the
central bank may signal a
rate cut. The dollar index
dropped 0.1 per cent to 97.43
Tuesday.

Brent crude futures, the

global oil benchmark, eased
0.46 per cent to $60.66 per
barrel.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 69.82 per dollar and
advanced to a high of 69.63
during the day. It finally set-
tled at 69.70, up 21 paise over
its last close.

The domestic currency
had settled at 69.70 against the

US dollar Monday.
“Rupee has broken the

three-day losing streak by
appreciating 21 paise against
the US dollar taking a cue
from other strong Asian cur-
rencies. The weak trend of
Brent crude prices has also
augured well for domestic
currency,” said V K Sharma,
Head-PCG & Capital Market
Strategy, HDFC Securities.
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The RBI will examine con-
cerns around its strict data

localisation rules that require
storing of customer data exclu-
sively in India without creating
mirror sites overseas, the
Government said Tuesday.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) in April last year asked
payment firms to ensure their
data are stored exclusively on
local servers, setting a tight six-
month deadline for compliance.
That deadline was said to have
been missed by some foreign
firms including credit card
giants Visa and Mastercard.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Monday held extensive consul-
tations with the tech industry
and e-commerce companies, a
statement by his ministry said.

“All the companies who
were represented in this meet-
ing put forth their concerns
related to RBI data storage
requirements and processing
related guidelines issued by
the RBI. Deputy Governor of
RBI, BP Kanungo, assured the
industry representatives that
the Reserve Bank of India will
look into this,” it said.

The RBI in April 2018 put
out a circular requiring that all
“data relating to payment sys-
tems” are “stored in a system
only in India” within six months.

International giants usually
store data on global servers and
the requirement to store data
locally would require them to
make an additional investment.
But policymakers in India believe
storing data locally would help
monitor and conduct investiga-
tions if the need arises.

Mastercard CEO Ajay
Banga joined the meeting via
video conference, the state-
ment said.

Besides the RBI rule, con-
cern was also expressed at the
meeting about a draft e-com-
merce policy that requires
exclusive local storage and pro-
cessing of data generated by
users in India from various
sources including e-commerce
platforms, social media and
search engines.

While domestic companies
such as Reliance Jio have spo-
ken up in support the govern-
ment’s data localisation efforts,
others like Facebook, Amazon,
Microsoft, and Mastercard have
led the way in opposing it.

“The e-commerce industry
representatives also put forth
their concerns before the
Commerce Minister about the
e-commerce draft policy which
they felt was not adequately
consultative,” the statement
said adding Goyal assured
them that each and every con-
cern of the industry will be
addressed.
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Revolt Motors wants to rev-
olutionise the two-wheeler

industry, the company estab-
lished by Micromax co-founder
Rahul Sharma showcased their
new RV400 product today.
Sharma, however was very
frank about the issues faced by
the industry, including a lack of
parking in front of the house
and battery and range issues.
However, he said that Revolt
would address all those issues,
the RV400 will have a remov-
able battery that can be charged
from any 15 ampere home
point, and on full-charge has a
certified range of over 150
kilometers. In case riders run
short of range they can go to a
Revolt point and either swap
the battery or even have a new
battery home-delivered, these
steps Sharma said should aid in

removing the range anxiety
that electric vehicle owners
rightly have.

Sharma said that the
RV400 would be open for pre-
bookings from June 25 on the
Amazon and Revolt Motors
sites for �1000. However, he did
not disclose any pricing details.
But it appears that he is emu-
lating the model practiced by
Micromax in the past, which
was to import Chinese prod-
ucts with some localisation
and slap an Indian brand on
them as the RV400 is a
rebadged Super SOCO 1200
made by Chinese manufac-
turer SOCO. The Chinese
product costs around $3300,

which should translate to a
price of �2.5 lakh in India, but
company sources said that the
batteries would be sold under
a ‘plan’ where users would
‘subscribe’ to the plan. Given
that batteries are the single-
largest cost of an electric vehi-
cle, this should mitigate the ini-
tial cost, but even if Revolt is
aiming at richer users, the
market could be very limited.
Unlike other similar players like
Bengaluru-based Ather Energy,
Revolt is going with a nation-
wide launch in seven cities ini-
tially — NCR, Pune, Bangalore,
Nagpur, Ahmedabad and
Chennai within the next four
months. 
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Tuesday permitted

stock exchanges with com-
modity derivative segment to
introduce futures on indices.

The stock exchanges, will-
ing to start trading in futures
on commodity indices, are
required to take prior approval
for launching such contracts,
Sebi said in a circular.

“Exchanges will have to
submit at-least past 3 years data
of the index constructed along
with data on monthly volatili-
ty, roll over yield for the month
and monthly return while seek-
ing approval from Sebi,” the cir-
cular added. 

Constituent futures con-
tracts should be in existence on
the respective exchange for at
least previous twelve months,
and should have traded for at
least 90 per cent of trading days
in last twelve months and have
a minimum average daily
turnover. The turnover should
be at least �75 crore for agricul-
tural and agri-processed com-
modities, and �500 crore for all
other commodities, Sebi said.
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The Reserve Bank on
Tuesday set up an eight-

member expert committee
under the leadership of former
chairman of Sebi UK Sinha to
review the current framework
for the MSME sector.

The committee will suggest
long-term solutions for the
economic and financial sus-
tainability of the micro, small
and medium enterprises, RBI
said in a statement, adding the
panel will submit the report by
the end of June.

The central bank said the
committee will study the
impact of the recent econom-
ic reforms on the sector and
identify the structural problems
affecting its growth.

“The committee will exam-
ine the factors affecting the
timely and adequate availabil-
ity of finance to the MSME sec-
tor,” the RBI said.

The other members
include development commis-
sioner for MSME Ram Mohan
Mishra;  joint secretary at the
department of financial ser-
vices Pankaj Jain; SBI manag-
ing director PK Gupta; ICICI
Bank executive director Anup
Bagchi; IIM-Ahmedabad pro-
fessor Abhiman Das; Ispirit
Foundation founder Sharad
Sharma and Dvara Trust chair-
person Bindu Ananth.
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In a move to benefit skilled
persons from economically

underprivileged sections of the
society, the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways has
decided to do away with the
requirement of minimum edu-
cational qualification for dri-
ving a transport vehicle. A
notification to this effect will be
issued soon. 

At present, under Rule 8 of
the Central Motor Vehicle
Rules, 1989, a transport vehi-
cle driver needs to have passed
Class VIII.

According to a statement
issued by the Ministry, the
removal of the requirement will
open up employment oppor-
tunities for a large number of
unemployed persons, especial-
ly the youth, and the decision
will also help meet shortage of
nearly 22 lakh drivers in trans-
port and logistics sector, which
is hindering its growth.

“In a move to benefit
skilled persons from econom-
ically underprivileged sections
of the society, the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways
has decided to remove the

requirement of minimum edu-
cational qualification for dri-
ving a transport vehicle,” the
statement said.

The Ministry has initiated
process to amend Rule 8 of
Central Motor Vehicles 1989
and a draft notification in this
regard will be issued soon, it
added.

There are large numbers of
unemployed persons especial-
ly in rural areas of the country,
who may not have a formal
education, but are otherwise lit-
erate and skilled, it said.

“In a recent meeting in the
Transport Ministry, the
Haryana Government had
requested for waiver of the edu-
cational qualification condition
for drivers from the economi-
cally backward Mewat region
where the population is depen-
dent for livelihood on low-
income earning pursuits
including driving,” the state-
ment said.

The State Government had
submitted that many people in
the region possess the required
skill but not the required edu-
cational qualification, and were
finding it difficult to obtain dri-
ving license, it said, adding

hence it was felt that driving
being more a matter of skill
than of educational compe-
tence, the condition of mini-
mum educational qualifica-
tion acts as a hindrance for the
otherwise eligible unemployed
youth.

“However, while remov-
ing the requirement of a min-
imum educational qualifica-
tion, the Ministry has strong-
ly emphasised upon training
and skill testing of drivers so
that road safety is not com-
promised in any way,” the state-
ment said.

Anyone applying for a dri-
ving license will have to
mandatorily pass a stringent
skill test, it said, adding the
Ministry has emphasised that
training imparted by a school
or establishment as mentioned
in the Motor Vehicles Act 1988
should ensure that the driver
can read signs and perform
logistical duty such as mainte-
nance of driver logs, inspection
of trucks and trailers, submis-
sion of pre-trip and post-trip
records, determination of dis-
crepancies in paperwork, effec-
tive communication to report
safety hazards.
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Aspecial court here sen-
tenced four persons to life

imprisonment and acquitted
one in connection with the
2005 terror attack on a
makeshift temple at the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
complex here in which two
locals were killed and seven
CRPF personnel injured.

Special judge Dinesh
Chandra, who announced the
verdict inside the Naini Central
Jail where the accused are
lodged, also imposed a fine of
Rs 2.4 lakh on each of the four,
Public Prosecutor Gulab
Chandra Agrahari told
reporters here.

Agrahari said the four who
got life imprisonment are:
Doctor Irrfan, Shakeel Ahmed,
Asif Iqbal and Mohammed
Naseem; while Mohammed
Aziz was acquitted for lack of
evidence.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath wel-
comed the conviction. On the
sole acquittal in the case, he
said the state government
would take appropriate action
after examining the ruling.

“The court judgement is
welcome. For one person who
has been acquitted, necessary
action will be taken after seek-
ing legal opinion. The govern-
ment will keep an eye on the
case,” he said in a statement.

Five heavily-armed terror-
ists attempted to carry out a
suicide attack near the
makeshift temple at the dis-
puted site on July 5, 2005.
After blasting the outer barri-

cade of the complex, they tried
to move towards the inner
barricading where troops of the
33rd battalion of the CRPF
were deployed.

The terrorists fired heavi-
ly at the troops and lobbed
grenades in order to storm the
Sanctum Sanctorum.

Agrahari said Naseem pro-
cured a mobile SIM card using
documents attested by Aziz and
on the direction of Pakistan-
based terrorist Kari. He said
that the vehicle, having a
Jammu registration number,
that was used to carry weapons
for the attack was owned by
Shakeel Ahmed.

Kari paid Rs 2.20 lakh to
Shakeel to use the vehicle but
the latter was told it will remain

in his name, Agrahari said. The
vehicle was used to bring
weapons to Aligarh on June 5,
2005 and it returned to Jammu
on June 7. 

The public prosector said
Asif Iqbal was the main
accused in the case and Kari
gave him the SIM purchased by
Naseem. 

He said one of the terror-
ists killed during the 
gunfight has been identified as
Arshad. 

The verdict in the case
came nearly 14 years since the
attack and after 371 hearings
and testimonies by 63 people.
While Irrfan belongs to Uttar
Pradesh’s Saharanpur, the four
others are from Poonch district
of Jammu & Kashmir.
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Fresh from her party’s unim-
pressive show in the recent-

ly concluded parliamentary
elections and tormented by reg-
ular exodus of party men,
including MLAs and municipal
councilors, to the BJP Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday said the
spate of emigration was not on
account of any ideological trans-
formation but “greed for cash.”

Addressing a meeting of
party corporators at the Netaji
Indoor Stadium Banerjee said
“only those people who are
being investigated for corrup-
tion are quitting the party. But
they do not know that they will
still be investigated for all their
past corrupt activities.”

Though upset over a large
number of TMC councilors
and an MLA on Tuesday join-
ing the BJP in Delhi she said, “I
am not worried about 15-20
councilors leaving us for cash
because TMC is not a weak
party. Even the MLAs are also
free to quit the party if they
want because for every such
leader quitting the party I will

produce 500 others. In fact I
have my names ready for them.”

The TMC supremo said,
“we don’t want thieves in our
party. I call upon these thieves
who are more eager to get cut
money out of every project to
quit the party immediately so
that I can fill their places with
honest and hardworking work-
ers,” adding she “won’t allow
the party leaders to extract cut
money even from small
schemes worth even Rs 2,000.”

Claiming that she had
reports of party men were
extorting 10 per cent cut
money for a grant of even Rs
2,000, she said “TMC is not a

party of thieves and we shall
not allow you to cheat the com-
mon people. For that if you
want to quit the party and join
the BJP you are free to do so. I
ask you to go now.”

However, she reminded
that “no one will be allowed to
come back to the party after-
wards. None will be allowed to
return and rejoin the party by
holding some big leaders feet,”
she said directing senior party
leaders Subroto Bakshi and
Firhad Hakim to evolve strict
conditions for returning to the

TMC after one had left it.
The massive exodus from

TMC to the BJP started soon
after the conclusion of the Lok
Sabha elections where the TMC
won 22 a deficit of 12 seats
from its 2014 tally where as the
BJP got 18 seats 16 more than
what it got five years ago.

Already four TMC MLAs
have left the TMC to join the
BJP whereas the Bengal ruling
outfit has lost at least five
municipalities to a surging BJP
in the wake of councilors join-
ing that party in hordes.
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Meerut: Thousands turned up to pay their last respects to Major
Ketan Sharma, who was killed in an encounter with militants
in Jammu & Kashmir’s Anantnag, as his mortal remains were
brought to his hometown Meerut in Uttar Pradesh on Tuesday.
The 29-year-old officer was killed in an encounter in Achabal
area of the south Kashmir district on Monday. A militant was
also killed in the gun fight which broke out after the security forces
launched a cordon-and-search operation in the area.

Sharma’s mortal remains were flown from Jammu & Kashmir
to Delhi. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Army Chief General
Bipin Rawat paid tributes to the slain officer at the Palam airport
in the national Capital before his mortal remains were taken to
Meerut. The slain Armyman, who will be cremated in Surajkund
later, was accorded a gun salute by his colleagues here. PTI
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Choosing not to propose
any fresh taxes on the peo-

ple ahead of the State Assembly
polls due in October this year,
Maharashtra Finance Minister
Sudhir Mungantiwar on
Tuesday presented Rs 20,292.94
crore revenue deficit budget
which among other things con-
tained several sops for the
drought-affected farmers,
including 33.5 per cent con-
cession in power tariff.

Amid a noisy walkout by
the Opposition from both the
Houses of the State Legislature
over the alleged “leak” of bud-
get papers, Mungantiwar pre-
sented a budget for 2019-20
which showed that the State
debt had mounted to Rs 4.14
lakh crore as on March 31, 2019.

“As per the revised esti-
mates, at the end of March
2019, the total State debt is at
Rs. 4,14, 411  crore. In view of
economic size of the State, the
debt is within the permissible
limits of financial indicators,”
Mungantiwar said. 

The Minister said that dur-
ing 2019-20, the state govern-
ment expected a revenue of
Rs.3,14, 64,012 as against an
anticipated revenue expendi-
ture of Rs.3,34,93,306 Thus, the
revenue deficit will remain at

Rs.20,292.94 crore.
Mungantiwar said that the

tax base of Maharashtra had
broadened after the imple-
mentation of GST with the
increase in number of regis-
tered taxpayers from 7,75,000
to 15,50,000.

Reiterating his govern-
ment’s resolve stand solidly
behind the drought-affected
farmers, Mungantiwar said that
the State Government had cred-
ited Rs 4,461 crore in the bank
accounts of 66,88,422 farmers
from 17,985 villages from 151
tehsils in 26 districts in the State.

Among the farmers that
Mungantiwar came up with
were: concession in payment of

land revenues, Restructuring of
Co-operative loans, Stay on
recovery of agricultural loans,
33.5 per cent concession in cur-
rent electricity bill of agricultural
pump sets, waiver of examina-
tion fee for school and college
students, relaxation in the cri-
terion of works under
Employment Guarantee Scheme
Drinking water supply by tanker
wherever necessary and no dis-
connection of agricultural pump
sets in the villages where scarci-
ty has been declared.

The minister said that
scarcity control rooms had
been set up in all Collector
Offices in the state for redress
of drinking water scarcity.
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Kolkata: Patients heaved a sigh
of relief on Tuesday after junior
doctors resumed work at all
state-run hospitals following
their week-long stir that had
disrupted healthcare services
across West Bengal. 

All the 14 medical college
and hospitals in the state start-
ed functioning, with normal
work resuming at outdoor
facilities, pathological units
and other departments.

Patient turnout was high at
all the hospitals. 

“Most of our colleagues
have resumed work and they
are helping the seniors in deliv-
ering regular services,” a
spokesperson of a joint forum
of junior doctors said. PTI
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Ahmedabad: After playing truant for a week, Cyclone Vayu went
past the Kutch coast in Gujarat on Tuesday in a considerably weak-
ened state, leaving moderate to heavy showers at several places
with the mercury plummeting dramatically.

“Cyclone Vayu converted into a low pressure area and crossed
over Kutch in the morning,” Manorama Mohanty, scientist at the
India Meteorological Department’s (IMD) Ahmedabad Centre,
told reporters.

IANS
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As college admissions are under-
way especially for private insti-
tutes. Students have already

filled forms for admission to Delhi
University. It is normal for students to
get bogged down with vexing ques-
tions as to which course to choose and
how to build a lasting career. Here is
some help. 

For those coming from a Science
background, there are a myriad of
promising career avenues to choose
from. The adoption and innovation of
emerging technologies such as
Artificial Intelligence (AI), machine
learning (ML), Internet of Things
(IoT), and Robotics are increasing
impressively high, especially now
when the underlying potential of
these techs is unlocked. From software
development to robotics engineering,
diverse industries call for scientific
knowledge and technical skills to
register double-digit growth. In fact,
Indian Engineering Research and
Development (ER&D) is also expect-
ed to double to $42 billion by FY 2022.
Therefore, the students setting an eye
on Science, Technology, Engineering,
Math (STEM) jobs will hit the nail
right.  

The STEM as the industry is con-
tained with a pool of education and
career prospects because the world is

moving towards data-driven decision-
making. From marketing managers to
financial analysts, from executives to
C-suite, expertise in data and com-
putation is more of a necessity than
merely a choice.

The NASSCOM predicts that
nearly 65 per cent of four million jobs
in IT are going to change over the next
five years. With it, skills and talent in
demand will also change. In the pre-
sent case scenario, most of the high-
ly-paid jobs require an engineering or
tech degree as well as digital engi-
neering skills at the least. 

Lately, AI has emerged as one of
the most interactive fields of the
study. It is the technology that keeps
on bestowing us with smart and
intelligent creations that makes our life
a lot easier. Whether it is Siri or
Netflix, these AI powered software
help us type message without using
fingers, turn on the lights at home, and
even discover new shows and movies
that are a delight to our eyes. As busi-
nesses strive to offer us more conve-
nience through AI technologies, the
field is going to expand creating over
2.3 million jobs by 2020, as Gartner
estimates.

To work in this domain, students
should have a BTech degree in com-
puter science, artificial intelligence,

machine learning and a postgraduate
degree or diploma.

There are many institutes like
SRM Institute of Science and
Technology, Delhi-NCR and Manav
Rachna University (MRU) that have
started offering these courses from
this new academic year. 

The mightiest of tech advance-
ments are born out of small bit-sized
information, otherwise called data.
The present is futuristic age where
even a human gene is a source of the
pertinent data and information and
can open a whole new world to us.
The organisations understand the
real value of this data as it allows them
to innovate and serve the customers
through a result-driven approach.
For example, a brand can introduce a
new product line that fulfils the
requirements of the customers, on the
basis of their previously shown behav-
iour. But, the world produces an infi-
nite amount of raw and unstructured
data the value of which is insur-
mountable for businesses, government
bodies, and scientists. 

To derive insights from the com-
plex data, there is an urgent need for
data scientists, data analysts, data engi-
neers, and data managers. The job
market for data science jobs has wit-
nessed a hike of nearly 76 per cent in

India, according to UpGrad Analytics
and Data Job Survey 2018. The aver-
age salary of a data scientist ranges
from 4-6 lakh at an entry level. The
candidates should have a BTech or BSc
degree in computer science as well as
should be thorough with program-
ming languages such as Perl, Java, and
Python. An equivalent degree or cer-
tification in business analytics, data
analytics, and data science strength-
en one’s educational background.  

The digital transformation con-
tinues to revamp the business land-
scape where almost every stakehold-
er, data, and information is vulnera-
ble to cyber security threats. The anti-
dote to cyber security risk is ethical
hacking, which is going to be the game
changer in future.

An ethical hacker is responsible
for building and protecting the com-
pany’s security system and network
against any weakness, fault, and cyber
attack. For this, BTech in computer
science will be a brownie point for
those looking to become ethical hack-
ers. If not, courses in Certified Ethical
Hacking (CEH), Certified Security
Analyst, and Computer Hacking
Forensic Investigation suffice to build
a secure future in the domain.
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Keeping in view the
emerging field of Cloud
Computing and

Artificial Intelligence (AI) in
Computer technology, Apeejay
Stya University (ASU) has intro-
duced specialisations in Cloud
Computing and AI under its B
Tech in Computer Science &
Engineering programme.

Programme: B Tech. in
Computer Science &
Engineering with specialisa-
tion in Cloud Computing and
Artificial Intelligence in acade-
mic collaboration with Oracle
University (Workforce
Development Partner).

Duration: Four years
Eligibility: Minimum 50

per cent aggregate marks in
Class XII with PCM (Physics,
Chemistry, Mathematics) from
any recognised board.

All eligible applicants shall
be short listed on the basis of
their academic performances
and aptitude followed by a
mock test. 

How to apply: Log on to
www.university.apeejay.edu or
visit the campus at Gurugram or
the Admission Office at Sector
VIII, Institutional Area,
Dwarka, New Delhi and ASU
City Office, Plot no. 23, Sector
32, Institutional Area,
Gurugram — 122001, Haryana.
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Amity University

Gurugram invites applications
for admissions to its graduate
and post graduate courses in
Psychology for the new acade-

mic session. 
Programmes: BSc Clinical

Psychology, BA Applied
Psychology and MSc Clinical
Psychology, MA Applied
Psychology, MA Counselling
psychology and Post Graduate
diploma in Counselling psy-
chology.

Duration: Three years for
UG course, two years for PG
course and one year for Post
graduate Diploma.

How to apply: Log on to
www.amity.edu/gurugram.

Last date to apply: June 21,
2019.
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Manav Rachna

International Institute of
Research and Studies (MRIIRS)
invites applications for admis-
sions to its Civil programmes.

Programmes: BTech —
Civil Engineering, MTech —
Civil Engineering With
Specialisation in Structural
E n g g / C o n s t r u c t i o n
Management/Transportation
Engg and PhD — Civil
Engineering.

Duration: Four years for
BTech.

How to apply: Log on to
www.manavrachna.edu.in.
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Up to 100 Knight Hennessy
studentships are available to
pursue any graduate degree at
Stanford in the USA. Students
from around the world are eligi-
ble to apply for this application
programme. The aim is to call
students from around the world
to receive full funding to pursue
a wide. 

Eligibility: If you are apply-
ing to enrol in a full-time gradu-
ate degree programme or if you
plan on pursuing one of many
joints- and dual- graduate degree
options. First/Bachelor’s Degree
Received in 2014 or later; You
are eligible to apply to the schol-
ars if you apply within four
years, and enrol within five years
after you earn your first/bache-
lor’s degree. For the pioneer class
that enrols in 2018, that means
you must have graduated in 2013
or later and must apply in 2017. 

If you’re still in college
studying for your first/bachelor’s
degree, you’re eligible to apply as
long as you complete your
first/bachelor’s degree before you
enrol as a graduate student. 

You must complete the
entire application process for
your department — including
any standardised test that your
discipline requires (GMAT, GRE,
LSAT, MCAT).

Resume/C.V, two recom-
mendation letters, two personal
essays, two short-answer
responses, a video submission,
in-person assessment, graduate
degree programme application.

English language Requirements:
Scores on standardised tests for
admission, as required by the
graduate program that you are
pursuing.

How to apply: The mode of
application is online.

Application deadline: The
deadline to apply for the 2020
cohort is October 9, 2019.

Northern Arizona
University (NAU) invites
International Excellence
Award to provide opportunities
for high-achieving underrepre-
sented international students.
The programme is a merit-
based tuition waiver for first
time F-1 UG and graduate
degree-seeking overseas stu-
dents admitted directly into a
university degree programme
on the Flagstaff campus.

Eligibility: Applicants from
all around the world are eligible
to apply. The applicants must
submit all the following
required documents: two
Honors admissions essays,
resume or list of activities and
accomplishments, the SAT and
the ACT. GPA  of 3.0 or higher
(unweighted) is required

Language Requirement:
You must provide proof of
English proficiency from if
English is not your native lan-
guage: Test of English as a
Foreign Language (TOEFL) an
International English Language
Testing System (IELTS). The
minimum scores of English
proficiency are- 80 (TOEFL
iBT) or 6.5 (IELTS).

Application deadline:
March 1 for the fall semester
and October 1 for the spring
semester
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�What was your
study plan?

I  never followed
any particular pat-
tern. It was regular
depending upon the
topic and subject. I
used to think topic
wise. In AIIMS’
entrance exam, new
questions come up every year for which you
need to have brief knowledge about every
topic and subject.
�Time spent studying.

I never went for the hours. Like I men-
tioned earlier, I planned everything topic-

wise and not time bound. Even if a
particular topic took a week I
never worried about the time it
took. The aim was to gain insight
knowledge. When you have vast
syllabus, one should learn topic
wise for better understanding.
�How did you manage your

institute and school studies?
It’s a myth that we can’t handle both.

Both of them have the same syllabus. All
you need to do is practice.
�How long have you been a part of
Aakash institute?

I have been a part of institute for two
years. It gave me the peripheral knowledge
that one requires to apply for entrance
exam. The NCERT gave me the base and
the institute gave me peripheral content.
�What role did your parents play?

The main thing they did was to sup-
port me in my decisions rather than
enforce their ideologies on me.
�What made you choose this field?

When I was in school, I was attracted
towards this field. I always wanted to be a
doctor. Biology, Chemistry and Physics
were my favourite subjects. It is my passion
and what’s better than doing what you love.
�Who have been your inspiration?

I don’t have any inspiration. The thing
which keeps me going is that I enjoy the
scientific method to explore different
things and learn more.
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The Indraprastha Institute
of Information

Technology, Delhi (IIIT-Delhi)
has announced BTech in
Computer Science and
Artificial Intelligence pro-
gramme for the academic year
2019-20. The students can log
on to the website
www.iiitd.ac.in to get more
details about the eligibility
criteria and admission process.

Artificial Intelligence (AI)
has become an integral part of
technology in our daily lives.
With its rapid adoption, there
is a significant requirement of
researchers and technologists
who can build AI technolo-
gies. Being one of a kind
course in India, IIIT-Delhi’s
BTech in CSAI programme
will provide students an
opportunity to learn both
foundational and practical
components of AI and
Machine Learning. Presently,

only a few universities offer
four-year engineering course
dedicated to Artificial
Intelligence.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of the course, Professor
Ranjan Bose, Director, IIIT-
Delhi, said: “Even though
many institutions today are
embracing AI-powered prod-
ucts and applications, still
there is a scarcity of job-
ready talents who can engi-
neer home-grown AI tech-
nologies. The objective behind
offering this course is to equip
our future engineers with
expertise in AI so that we can
also significantly contribute
towards ground-breaking
development and innovation
in the field.”  

A student completing this
programme will be able to
build a career in varied indus-
tries as well as can become a
researcher in niche AI-related
fields such as computer vision,
robotics and many others.
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The IIT-Gandhinagar is
organising the JEE Open

House at three different loca-
tions with the first being held
at New Delhi on June  22, 2019
at the PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Nipccd Campus, Hauz Khas.

The second and third
events will be held on June 23,
2019 at Mumbai in the
Walchand Hirachand Hall,
Churchgate, and at the IIT
Gandhinagar campus.

Interested students visit:
http://events.iitgn.ac.in/2019/o
penhouse/. Highlighting the
objectives of these Open

House Events, Prof Pratik
Mutha, Dean (Academic
Affairs), IIT Gandhinagar
said: “The JEE Open House
aims to address doubts and
queries of prospective stu-
dents and their guardians
regarding various disciplines,
course structures, activities
and opportunities at IITs so
that they can take informed
decisions. The Open House
being organised at three dif-
ferent locations will make it
convenient for them to attend
at a place of their choice.”

The New Delhi session
starts from 10 am. The
Mumbai session will start
from 3 pm onwards.
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As odd education is becoming mainstream, the field is wit-
nessing an increase demand of institutions which offer
cross-disciplinary courses with contemporary curriculum.

There are very few educational institutions in India that offer futur-
istic odd-ball courses for the students.

Shankar’s Academy of Art equipped with one of the largest
portfolio of art and design courses is offering many cutting-edge
programmes including art, book illustration and computer graph-
ics for which it awards diplomas.

These professional future-oriented odd-ball courses aim to
produce skillful professionals who will shape up seamlessly with
the work environment and readily meet the requirements of the
fast-growing global design economy. These courses offer unique
platforms that not only aim at academics but also look to spread
awareness of newer, emerging career streams and even lead to job
creation.

“We aim at providing experiential learning through a mix of
in-studio learning, field-work and theory. The   odd-ball cours-
es are in fact well-researched well-thought out courses that have
been designed keeping the future requirements in mind. These
courses will prepare the students in various streams other than
the traditional ones thus making them future ready,” said direc-
tor, Children’s Book Trust and Shankar’s Academy of Art.
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Bob Dylan admits he doesn’t
remember anything about the
Rolling Thunder Revue, a 1975 con-

cert tour by the American singer and
songwriter. He says it had happened a
long time ago when “I wasn’t even born.”
He finds it impossible to get to the “core”
of what it was about because “it’s about
nothing.”

Filmmaker Martin Scorsese’s pseu-
do-documentary Rolling Thunder Revue
begins with this sequence to try and
delve into the phenomenon that was
Dylan.

The footage that has been utilised in
the film was shot by some incredible
director-cameramen — Dave Myers,
Howard Alk and a few others. “How do
you talk about something that happened
40 years ago? Music is such an impor-
tant part of his creative life” and goes on
to add about the tour, “which I don’t
know much about but I sensed that there
was a negative response to this tour. I
didn’t quite understand it. People com-
plained about something that Dylan did.
The footage that I saw was captured from
the stage. It was remarkable but what’s
the story? What are we telling? I received
the assembly of this film and remember
watching it. It’s conventional,” he says
and goes on to add, “But what is it real-
ly about? Why do I care where they
went? It’s nothing to ignore. It is some-
thing that can move us, and make us
think, make us feel before you even
think. It has to be preserved and cap-
tured and be reminded that it is possi-
ble.”

Scorcese points out that despite
Dylan saying that he did not remember
the tour, there was something special
both about the singer as well as the con-
cert. “There's a mythology that grows up
about it, so let's embrace the mytholo-
gy. This is not a legend, this is kind of
myth, kind of supposed to explore
something that is timeless about us as
human beings. There’s one shot of a
young woman crying, after the concert.
To have something that, touching, that
moves you so much, that was real at that
time. It's nothing to ignore. That if some-
thing can move us, and make us think,
make us feel before you think, even.
That's something that has to be pre-

served and has to be captured and be
reminded, audiences today they have to
be reminded of what that's possible.”

Talking about what drew him to the
music of Dylan, Scorcese says, “I have
seen Dylan in concerts just once or twice
in all these years. My concentration was
always on cinema, its music and litera-
ture. The films that are still stuck in my
mind are Jazz On A Summer’s Day, Rock
‘n’ Roll, there used to be Doo-wop and
other things as well but somehow it was
all about music. It was captured in a way
that I don’t think will ever find an equal.
The key was staying on the performer
because all the magic and that element

of the music that transcends the situa-
tion comes from the performer. I was
completely drawn into that music world,
so to speak, with The Last Waltz. It’s as
if that after a certain performance,
especially as the concert moves on and
they warm up, it’s like being around in
a fight for prize and they all got through
it. ‘Ok, take a break, round 5!’ Then they
go back in and soar. They take off and
I thought to capture the essence of that
beauty of their art. It’s like a wild, spir-
itual experience,” Martin says.

Talking about what truly drives him
and how he is able to channelise it to
great storytelling, he explained that it is

intense and personal and also a spiritu-
al experience for him. People say that
that he is different from all the other
directors and knows how to create
magic. He says, “You know, when they
say, ‘Well, directors create magic.’ I
don’t really think so. Because it’s more
than just that. I don’t see directing films
as magic, I see that as the nature of the
film. There’s an element to the tour that
has a sense of fun. You do something to
the audience, open their minds, so that
they don’t expect the normal things or
the ‘conventional.’ You don’t make it pre-
dictable.”

The filmmaker, who is known for his

mafia films, tells us where his fascination
for the mafia world comes from. He says,
“I grew up in Little Italy, a small area in
New York, where primarily Italian-
Americans, Neo Politians, Sicilians and
all kinds of different Italians who, came
over to New York on the turn of the cen-
tury, reside. Growing up there, I saw a lot
of very decent people, good and hard-
working ones getting into the mafia trap.
The area became a transposition of the
mafia or the organised crime from Sicily
to New York and to America that actu-
ally came from New Orleans.  So I grew
up amongst them. I was seven to eight
years old and it seemed to me that they
were normal, regular people. You could-
n’t tell as they were very sweet.”

Martin is known to be doing impres-
sions of Robert De Niro during the
shooting of Cape Fear. “I don’t really do
impressions of Bob (Robert). I don’t
know what happened over the years. We
melted in each other. There’s one that I
really like and it’s from Goodfellas, it’s
become part of my mantra in the sense,
it was a scene where Frank Vincent play-
ing Billy Batts really gets under Joe Pesci’s
skin by calling him ‘Go get your
shinebox’ and at that point, they have to
pull Joe away from him, screaming, kick-
ing. Then, Frank says what the hell is
matter with him, you know, what’s the big
deal, can’t he take a joke and so Bob he
is about to have a drink and he goes, ‘Well
you did insult him a little bit’ and then
Frank says, ‘No, I didn’t’ (laughs). I always
do that, ‘you did insult him a little bit and
okay, okay let it go.’

Filmmaker Kiran Rao, who
has directed two 10-second

short films for Facebook India,
says shooting a film by a mobile
camera and in a vertical frame
makes storytelling exciting and
inexpensive, especially for
youngsters. Eight years after
her maiden Bollywood directo-
rial Dhobi Ghat, Kiran has
returned to filmmaking with the
two short mobile films that
show change in human behav-
iour. The short film are part of
the Facebook Thumbstoppers
initiative launched in May.

On the question how short
film format will help bring
more stories alive as it does not
require huge production cost,
Kiran said, “Shooting some-
thing on a vertical frame will cut
the cost and will be more eco-
nomical. It’s also true the cost of

shooting is going down with
time as technology is becoming
more accessible to people. But
the cost of shooting also
depends on the concept of the
story. If I have a high concept
that requires VFX, the product
will be more expensive. The
short format is exciting. Also, the
10-second time format is cutting
the cost for an advertiser huge-
ly. I also believe few stories in the
short format create more impact
than in a longer format.”

One of her films features
Flora Saini and shows a woman
nursing a bruise — signifying
domestic violence — with an ice
pack when her domestic help
walks up to her and gives her a
cell phone which has the police’s

number. In another film, a
mother serves milk to her son
and daughter. As the son’s glass
has more milk than the glass of
the daughter, the son pours
some of his share into his sister’s
glass, making the quantity equal.

Talking about how the for-

mat will encourage new story-
tellers, Kiran said, “When we
were shooting, we realised that
since it is coming on a mobile
phone and not on a 70 mm
screen, we were not conscious
about the resolution. It really
encourages people to experi-
ment with storytelling with
something as good as your
mobile camera. We can do a lot
with technology now. That way,
I think technology is making
this much more affordable and
democratic.”

Thumbstopper Challenge
is an invitation to creative minds
to submit their short stories on
the brief of driving behaviour
change in less than 10 seconds,
by July 12. F#���
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Acentre parting with braided hair, pro-
fusion of jasmine gajras, a small bindi

on her forehead, Kanjivaram saris teamed
with heavy gold jewellery and a strong
as can be Malyali accent. If you put out
this description to a 90s kid, nine times
(or maybe even 10) out 10, the answer
would be Lola Kutty. 

Anuradha Menon, who played the
much-loved Channel V VJ, will be seen
in a stand alone comic show on Amazon
Prime called ‘Wonder Menon’. The show
is a collection of her observations, a style
that she has favoured since she started
out. Through this, she aims to boldly
expose the absurdity of life and language
with humour and multi-lingual jokes. “In
this show, I have tied together all my
observations and writings, which lucki-
ly make that one hour special, really spe-
cial,” she says. 

Her style of comedy is observation-
al coupled with humour rather than one
where she delivers traditional punchlines.
With Wonder Menon, Anu has exhaust-
ed all her writing for this Amazon show
so much so for any other programme she
will have to start from a scratch. 

Anu started comedy in the 90's when
it did not feature high on the list of ‘the
thing’ to be pursued. She paved her own
path while combating challenges that are
inherent in a field that is new and rela-
tively unexplored. Talking about the evo-
lution of the comic industry, the chirpy
VJ cum actress says, “I think in the cur-
rent scenario, there are far more platforms
to showcase your talent and connect to
people”. In keeping with the times, she
feels, if she was doing Lola Kutty today
she would have gone through the web
route as opposed to television. “The game
is changing as there are so many web plat-
forms which  have created more avenues
and opportunities for stand-up comedy
to flourish as well other different kinds
of stories.” 

For her, comedy is merely jokes and
does not convey any lesson. “Everyone
portrays comedy differently. Some peo-
ple are into dark humour, others do

lighter comedy while still others are more
political. Each one of us have different
strengths and this is what makes the
comic industry appealing. The various
voices offer different perspectives which
perhaps one might have not thought
about,” she says.

In India, off late, it is the political
satire that has been making waves. Anu
feels that everyone has a different route
to humour. “People believe, with humour,
the point is understood smoothly and it
also lightens a heavy topic,” she says.

Menon has been accused of making
fun of the Malayali community because
she imitated the accent. However, she
counters saying, “In this country we take
offence easily. For me, stereotypes are
there for a reason, because they are true.
In fact, I don't think there is anything
wrong with people having a strong
regional accent as the way we speak our
regional tongue possibly infiltrates our
English accent.” She strongly feels that
we should not be apologetic about the
way we speak. As she was playing a char-
acter from a particular social setting, it
was essential for her to zone out of Anu
in order to play it convincingly.  She is
also the last one to pay heed to what peo-
ple think about her. Asserting that it is
fundamentally impossible to please
everyone every time, she is glad that
because of her some people feel that
Malayalam is a cool language.

With respect to films, she laughs and
tells us, “I would not fit into the role of
a conventional heroine because I would
never survive in this industry as she is
a healthy Malayali girl.” 

Anu has always given primacy to
stage, for a reason. “The stage has
always been my first love and it will
always be the focal point of my life,” she
asserts. 

Since Lola Kutty was an iconic act,
does she have any plans to reprise it? “I
would be happy to to do so if people
want to see Lola back in 2.0 avatar. It is
always overwhelming to see people
remembering Lola,” she says with a sigh. 
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Washington: Amidst an escala-
tion of tensions with Iran, the US
has approved the deployment of
1,000 additional troops in the
Middle East for “defensive pur-
poses” to address air, naval and
ground-based threats.

The announcement by
Acting US Defence Secretary
Patrick Shanahan came hours
after Iran said it would surpass
the uranium-stockpile limit set
by its nuclear deal in the next 10
days against the backdrop of
soaring tensions between Tehran
and Washington.

The action of deploying
1,000 more troops is being taken
to ensure the safety and welfare
of US military personnel work-
ing throughout the region and
to protect its national interests,
Shanahan said on Monday.

The United States does not
seek conflict with Iran, he said.

“I have authorised approx-
imately 1,000 additional troops
for defensive purposes to
address air, naval and ground-

based threats in the Middle
East,” Shanahan said.

“The recent Iranian attacks
validate the reliable, credible
intelligence we have received on
hostile behaviour by Iranian
forces and their proxy groups
that threaten United States per-
sonnel and interests across the
region,” he said.

The US will continue to
monitor the situation “diligent-
ly and make adjustments” to

force levels as necessary given
intelligence reporting and cred-
ible threats, Shanahan said.

Last month, National
Security Adviser John Bolton
said that the US was deploying
the USS Abraham Lincoln
Carrier Strike Group and a
bomber task force to the Middle
East in response to a “number of
troubling and escalatory indi-
cations and warnings” from
Iran.

America has blamed Iran
for last week’s attacks on two oil
tankers in the Gulf of Oman, an
accusation Tehran has denied as
“baseless.”

Following the Shanahan’s
announcement, House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi demanded an
immediate briefing from the
Trump administration.

“Congress must be imme-
diately briefed on the adminis-
tration’s decisions and plans.

“This deeply concerning
decision may escalate the situ-
ation with Iran and risk serious
miscalculations on either side.
Diplomacy is needed to defuse
tensions, therefore America
must continue to consult with
our allies so that we do not
make the region less safe,”
Pelosi said.

Earlier in the day, the State
Department urged Iran not to
obtain a nuclear weapon, to
abide by their commitments to
the international community.

Earlier Iran announced that
it will increase its nuclear fuel
supply beyond limits set in the
2015 nuclear agreement.

“I think it’s unfortunate that
they’ve made this announce-
ment today. It doesn’t surprise

anybody,” State Department
Spokesperson Morgan Ortagus
told reporters at her news con-
ference.

Reiterating that the Iranian
nuclear deal needs to be
replaced, she said Iran, as evident
by its announcement and pat-
tern of behaviour over the past
few years, is keen on expanding
— or seems to be keen on
expanding its nuclear pro-
gramme, and it now wants to
exceed these nuclear limits in
advance of these so-called sun-
set clauses.

“We have made it very clear
since this President came into
office and since the Secretary
came here that we will not tol-
erate Iran obtaining a nuclear
weapon. Full stop. PTI
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Tehran: President Hassan
Rouhani said on Tuesday the
world “praises” Iran over its
standoff with Washington, and
that the US had broken promis-
es by abandoning a landmark
nuclear deal that Tehran had
continued to honour.

“Today we are in a faceoff
with America in which there is
no one in the world that does not
praise Iran,” Rouhani said in a
speech broadcast live on state
television. “Iran has been loyal to
its signature, Iran has been loyal
to international agreements, and
the one standing against us
today is the one that has tram-

pled all pacts, agreements and
international accords,” he added.

Iran is locked in a tense
standoff with the US after
Washington withdrew last year
from the 2015 nuclear deal and
reimposed sweeping sanctions,
even as its allies said Tehran had
abided by the agreement’s terms.

Tensions have escalated ever
since, with Washington bolster-
ing its military presence in the
region, blacklisting Iran’s elite
Revolutionary Guards as a ter-
rorist organisation and blaming
Tehran for twin attacks on
tankers last week in the Gulf of
Oman. AFP
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Beijing: China on Tuesday
warned against opening a
“Pandora’s box” in the Middle
East after the United States
announced the deployment of
1,000 additional troops to the
region amid escalating tensions
with Iran.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi
also urged Tehran to not aban-
don the nuclear agreement “so
easily” after Iran said it would
exceed its uranium stockpile
limit if world powers fail to ful-
fil their commitments under the
agreement in 10 days.

The United States ratch-
eted up pressure on Iran
Monday, announcing the
deployment of additional troops
to the Middle East and produc-
ing new photographs it said
showed Tehran was behind an
attack on a tanker ship in the
Gulf of Oman last week.

“We call on all parties to
remain rational and restrained,
not to take any actions to pro-
voke the escalation of tension in
the region, and not to open a
Pandora’s box,” Wang told
reporters in Beijing during a
joint press conference with vis-
iting Syrian Foreign Minister
Walid Muallem. AFP
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Carrie Lam apologised on
Tuesday for the political unrest
that has shaken Hong Kong, but
the pro-Beijing chief executive
refused to cave in to demands
for her resignation.

The semi-autonomous ter-
ritory has been plunged into its
biggest crisis in decades, with
millions of people taking to the
streets to demand the with-
drawal of proposed legislation
that would have allowed extra-
ditions to mainland China.

Lam suspended the bill on
Saturday after two massive ral-
lies that saw isolated bouts of
violence between the police and
some protesters.

But that failed to quell pub-
lic anger, and an even bigger rally
Sunday drew over two million
people, organisers said — more
than a quarter of the population.

“I personally have to shoul-
der much of the responsibility.
This has led to controversies, dis-
putes and anxieties in society,”
Lam told a press conference.
“For this I offer my most sincere
apology to all people of Hong
Kong.” Protesters have demand-
ed that the bill be fully with-
drawn, and for Lam to step
down and investigate police
using tear gas and rubber bul-

lets to disperse protesters last
week. They have also asked for
all charges to be dropped against
anyone detained during the
protests.

But Lam gave no indication
she was prepared to step down,
saying instead she wanted to
“continue to work very hard... To
meet the aspirations of the Hong
Kong people”.

Lam tacitly suggested, how-
ever, that the extradition bill was
unlikely to be revived given the

public sentiment.
“I will not proceed again

with this legislative exercise if
these fears and anxieties could
not be adequately addressed,” she
said. “If the bill... (does) not make
the legislative council by July next
year, it will expire... And the gov-
ernment will accept that reality.” 

Protest organisers were
unmoved by Lam’s latest public
statement, and slammed her
for failing to address their
demands. AFP
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Islamabad: Pakistan Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi on Tuesday
briefed his American counterpart
Mike Pompeo about the steps taken
by Islamabad to address the concerns
raised by the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF), including curbing ter-
ror funding activities in the country.

Qureshi, who is on an official visit
to the UK, had a telephonic call with
Pompeo to discuss bilateral relations
and regional peace and security,
according to a statement issued by the
Foreign Office here.

Paris-based international terror
financing watchdog FATF in June last
year placed Pakistan onto its watch list
in a bid to push the country to halt
support for militant groups. PTI
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Kathmandu: Fifteen people are
missing after a crowded jeep they
were travelling in skidded off a
mountainous road and plunged into
a river in Nepal’s Humla district on
Tuesday.

The jeep veered off the road and
plunged into the Karnali river in
Kharpunath rural municipality at
around 1 pm (local time), the
Himalayan Times reported.

The jeep - which had the capac-
ity to carry only nine persons - was
crowded as it was carrying 15 peo-
ple, it said.

“We are yet to ascertain whether
the missing persons have already
breathed their last or (are) still
alive,” said an administration official,
adding that rescue operations have
been intensified. PTI
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Communication had been the
biggest USP in Rohit Sharma and
Shikhar Dhawan's enormously

successful opening partnership and the
Indian vice-captain wants to create the
same level of understanding with KL
Rahul by the time World Cup reaches
business end.

Dhawan's fractured left-hand has
put Rahul in the line of fire in a stage like
World Cup but his senior opening
partner is confident that they will slow-
ly be able to build up the right level of
communication required in such big
event.

In fact against Pakistan, Rohit
allowed Rahul to take first strike, which
he normally does when Dhawan is
around.

"Yeah, KL also likes to take the strike,
and for me it was important to give him
that because just like me, he also has the
mindset of taking the first ball. That is

his comfort. He is playing his first game
as an opener here, so I wanted to make
sure that he's comfortable," Rohit said
while making it clear what his respon-
sibilities are as a senior player

Rahul, on his part, knows what a big
opportunity it is and he is ready to fill
in the big boots of Dhawan till the time
he comes back (if at all in this tourna-
ment).

"Obviously Shikhar and Rohit for
the last three or four years have been
such a dangerous combination having
done so well. They have owned those
positions. I had to wait for my chance
and I am just happy that I got to bat in
the top of the order," Rahul told reporters
in mixed zone.

However, during their stand of 136,
there were a couple of occasions when
Rohit could have nearly got run out pri-
marily because of the lack of commu-
nication between the two.

But the champion opener is game
for this new challenge as that's what

international cricket is all about - clear-
ing new obstacles every passing day.

"These are the sort of challenges you
face — the understanding of when he
wants to run that two, when I want to
take that single, and things like that.

"These are very little things, but of
course, eventually they add up to a whole
lot for the team because at that point we
never wanted to get run out. That was
the last thing in our mind to do that,"
said Rohit.

But since they batted for nearly 24
overs (23.5 to be precise), they had com-
municated a lot and it's only going to
improve from here on, feels Rohit

"But we had a lot of communication
(during game against Pakistan) while we
were batting, so slowly we will build on
it. Now that I know he's going to open
for the next few games as well.

"So that conversation between us is
really, really important, and I hope that
continues because it's going to only help
both of us."

For Rahul, the biggest challenge
against Pakistan was to play out
Mohammed Amir's first spell, which
they did with a fair degree of success

"Look I mean, with the new ball
against any bowler, you have to see off
the first few overs and didn't know what
to expect from the wicket as it was under
covers for the first two days. It was
important that we saw off the first spell,"
the talented Karnataka batsman said.

Amir, whether it was Champions
Trophy final in 2017 or the Asia Cup
T20, a year before that, he had always
struck in the very first over that he
bowled but this time around the Indians
had done their homework.

"We needed to focus from ball one
as he has earlier done damage in the first
over itself. We were switched on from
ball one and we didn't take too many
chances in the first few overs. We gave
their bowlers and the ball the respect it
deserved and carried on from there,"
Rahul said. 
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Ateam that stays together,
plays together.
At least that's what the Indian

team management believes as its
plans various activities during
long tours which has a two-fold
gain — to switch off a bit and also
enjoy each other’s company off
the field which is very important
for on-field performances.

The current Indian team
also actively take part in bonding
sessions, which are carefully
planned during an away series. It
could be anything from fun
games to having a simple meal in
a group of four.

Before the start of the World
Cup, Indian team was seen play-
ing paint ball and now that there
is a break before the next game
against Afghanistan on Saturday,
some bonding activities are
planned.

The team members are pro-
vided with a weekly activity
schedule and they are told to do
things which are more organic in
nature than forced.

“In this Indian team, the
bonding sessions have been a part
for some years now. It could be
some fun games and at times
some other activity. Right now,
the players are with their families
enjoying a break. Once they
come back, some activities are

planned," a senior BCCI official
said.

While Virat Kohli is the cap-
tain, the team's ‘Leadership
Group’ has three members —
Kohli, Rohit Sharma and
Mahendra Singh Dhoni.

At times, in a team of 15, the
12 players are divided into groups
of four and they are handled by
each of the three senior members.

“It is always insisted that
players from different regions
hang out together and at least
have a meal together. Just for
example, Vijay Shankar, newest
member of the team will certain-
ly feel more comfortable interact-
ing with a Dinesh Karthik. Same
language, food habits, that is nat-
ural.

“But there are times when
Karthik will need to have a meal
with another junior player. It's not
something that is forced but it
should happen naturally,” the
official said.

It’s not only about cricket but
seniors are encouraged to speak
to the junior players about other
aspects of life also where they can
take a cue from them.

“It could be anything from
handling stardom to managing
investments. The seniors with
their practical experiences could
help the juniors out or may be
dividing them into groups of
three, with the same gym slot.

Bonding during some strenuous
exercises isn't a bad idea either,"
he added.

Team bonding sessions have
been in vogue in Indian cricket
for long, only the terminology has
changed with changing times.

In 70's, it used to be Sunday
Clubs, a concept that was bor-
rowed from English counties
where players were told to dress
up in a certain way or enact cer-
tain scenes.

There used to be punish-
ments like walking from one's
own hotel room to the team
activity room in underwear with
a neck tie tied around the waist.

Or else, some were made to
apply lipstick and told to dance
like 'Basanti of Sholay'. At times
it would be fun but other times
it could be bordering on ragging
as some of the old timers recall.

It became more of a fun dur-
ing Gary Kirsten's time and
Paddy Upton's much acclaimed
book 'Barefoot Coach' has some
cute pictures of Virender Sehwag
and  Gautam Gambhir dressed as
women during a play they were
part of.

From the mid 90's till early
2000s, the team bonding activi-
ties hardly took place, especially
during Azharuddin's era when
the Indian side was a disjointed
unit with not much trust existing
between the players. 
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Promoted to the opening slot, KL
Rahul rated his performance

against Pakistan at six out of ten,
saying he will only get better after
his composed fifty helped India set
up a challenging total against the
arch-rivals.

With Shikhar Dhawan ruled
out of three World Cup games fol-
lowing a hairline fracture on his
thumb, Rahul opened the innings
with Rohit Sharma in his first
international match against
Pakistan here Sunday.

Rahul, who made 57 off 78
balls as part of the record 136-run
opening partnership with Rohit,
said he is grateful to get the oppor-
tunity to realise his dream of rep-
resenting his country against
Pakistan.

"Shikhar and Rohit, in the last
three or four years, have been such
a dangerous combo. Their partner-
ships, if you see anywhere in the
world, they've played so well for the
country and they've been No 1 and
2 — they've owned those posi-
tions," said Rahul. 

"I've had to wait for my chance
and I'm just happy that I got to bat
in the top three. It's my first inter-
national game against Pakistan
and it has come in a World Cup so
I couldn't ask for anything bigger
or better.

"As a kid or as a young crick-
eter growing up this is what you
dream to do - I'm really happy that
I got the opportunity and I give
myself six out of ten! Hopefully I
carry on the confidence and get
better."

The 136-run partnership was
India's best first-wicket stand in an
World Cup match against Pakistan
as the two-time champions set an
intimidating total of 336/5 against
their arch-rivals.

Rahul stressed on the need to
fight in the initial few overs to

build up a partnership.
"With the new ball, against any

bowler, it's important to see off the
first few overs. That was especial-
ly true here because we didn't
know what to expect from the
wicket as it had been under covers
for the past few days," he said.

"Once we got through those,
we felt a lot more comfortable. For
an opening batsman it's important
to hit a few balls in the middle of
the bat and get a few boundaries
going.

"Then you start to focus on the
game and all the pressure, the hype
of India-Pakistan and the World
Cup stage just goes away from your
head. The initial few overs are the
fight, so we were happy to get
through that and happy to get the
win." 
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Shakib Al Hasan admitted his match-winning 124
in Bangladesh’s victory over the West Indies

ranked as one of the best moments of his career.
Shakib’s majestic display paved the way for

Bangladesh to record the second highest run chase
in World Cup history as they reached 322-3 at
Taunton on Monday.

Hitting 16 fours in his unbeaten 99-ball innings,
Shakib was well supported by Liton Das, who
scored 94 from 69 balls in his first World Cup appear-
ance.

The pair’s unbroken stand of 189 was the second
highest for the fourth wicket in
World Cup history.

It was a memorable
day for Shakib, who
rated both his perfor-
mance and his team's
among the greatest he
has experienced.

“It’s obviously
one of the best,
because the way we
chased that run, the
way I  paced the
innings, I was never in a
rush. I didn’t have to
play too many shots
from a good
ball,” he told
reporters.

“I had to
be patient.
And I was
p a t i e n t
enough to
put the bad
ball away.

"I think
every time
I did that
quite well .
And it's one
of the key
things in my
batting in this
chase.” Only Ireland’s
329-7 against
England in 2011
stands as a bigger
World Cup run chase.

But Shakib insist-
ed Bangladesh never

doubted they could overhaul the West Indies' total
of 321-8.

In the end they reached the target with 8.3 overs
to spare thanks to Shakib and Das.

“At the end of the first innings in the dressing
room no one felt that this was tough. Everyone was
comfortable and was chilling,” he said.

“It gave a lot of confidence in the dressing room
and belief that we could chase that run. Once we start-
ed batting, I think the way the openers started their
innings, everyone in the dressing room felt good and
comfortable and relaxed.

“That helped us a lot. So at no point of time we
had to panic.” Shakib has now scored two centuries
in this World Cup after hitting 121 against England.

In the course of the West Indies match he became
just the second player to score

6,000 career ODI runs for
the Tigers.

His heroics have
kept Bangladesh in
with a chance of mak-
ing the semi-finals

and Shakib hopes
there are more
golden moments

to come.
“I don’t know if

this is the best I have
been batting or not,

but so far it’s going well
and fingers crossed,

hope it continues,”
he said. 
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At this moment, I have to say
Shakib Al Hasan is the most
in-form all-rounder in the

world.
He is in very good touch with his

bowling and his batting has been bril-
liant at this ICC Men’s Cricket World
Cup.

He made another century in the
win over the West Indies, his second
of this tournament with two other
half-centuries.

He is the number one all-rounder
in the ICC rankings as well and he is
in tremendous form. In fact, I have
never seen him play like this — the
consistency he is showing is incred-
ible. I have played with him many
times over the years but this is the
best form of his career.

That was a very good win for
Bangladesh against the West Indies
because they are a very, very good
side — they’ve played really good
cricket in this World Cup. 

For Bangladesh it was a crucial
game because if they lost or even it
rained, then they wouldn’t have had
a great chance to go through to the
semi-finals.

It’s really, really important to start
quickly, especially in England. If you

start well, either bowling or batting,
most of the time those teams win —
we’ve seen that at this World Cup. We
started well with the ball by getting
Chris Gayle out early and that was
important. When West Indies scored
300+, I heard from quite a few peo-
ple saying ‘Bangladesh will lose this
game’. But I told them just wait and
see. I know the ground at Taunton,
I’ve played over there, and on a wick-
et which wasn’t seaming they had a
chance. It was a batter’s wicket and at
Taunton, 320 isn’t an easy target but
it isn’t that hard either.

They started well with the bat and
then Shakib and Liton Das did bril-
liantly to put on that 189-run partner-
ship and see them over the line.

It’s really difficult coming into the
team in the middle of this type of
tournament, so Liton Das was defi-
nitely under pressure. When a new
player comes to play in a big game, in
a big tournament, with this type of
atmosphere, it is really tough.

It was a pressure moment and he
coped very nicely. He showed what he
can do as a player and it's exciting for
Bangladeshi cricket. Bangladesh had
confidence from their recent record
against the West Indies, which is now

eight wins in the last ten ODIs.
They’ve beaten them in the West

Indies, in Ireland and in Bangladesh
as well. If you keep beating any team
consistently then it's really, really
confidence-boosting.

When they were set 320, the boys
would have still felt they were going
to win the game because they know
they can do it against the West Indies.
Importantly, their chances of reach-
ing the semi-finals are still alive. Each
and every game is so important
because if you lose one now, it will be
really difficult to go through.

This one was crucial and the
game against Australia at Trent Bridge
on Thursday is the same but this con-
fidence will help them and carry over
to that clash. They will believe they
can beat anyone because they are play-
ing really good cricket.

Bangladesh reached the quarter-
finals at the 2015 World Cup and then
the semi-finals at the ICC Champions
Trophy in 2017 — they’ve done real-
ly well at recent big tournaments —
but I honestly believe they are play-
ing even better than that at the
moment.
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Jason Holder says the West
Indies face a tough task to

reach the World Cup semi-finals
after their dismal seven-wicket
defeat against Bangladesh on
Monday.

Holder’s side fell victim to the
second highest run chase in World
Cup history as Bangladesh
reached 322-3 with 8.3 overs to
spare at Taunton.

It was a bitter pill to swallow
for Holder after they had posted
a solid 321-8, only to implode with
a combination of woeful fielding
and sloppy bowling.

The West Indies have lost
three of their five matches and,
with four games left, captain
Holder conceded there is only a
slim chance they can make the
semi-finals in the 10-team tour-
nament.

“It’s looking tough at this pre-

sent moment, but it’s not impos-
sible. We have to play every game
here now as a final,” Holder said.

“We’ve got to win every game
left to give ourselves a really good
chance.”

New Zealand and India, both
in fine form, are the West Indies’
next two opponents and they
must beat both to remain in con-
tention.

“If we want to go through into
the semi-finals we’ve got to beat
the best teams,” Holder said.

“We’ve got to back ourselves
and be more clinical with the ball.

“A few top edges didn’t go our
way, but we didn’t help ourselves
as well.

“We’ve also got to score more
runs because we haven’t got a bats-
man with a hundred yet.

“I thought with the pitch
dimensions we could have got
365-375 but we were well short, 40
or 50 runs.” 
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Injured al lrounder Marcus
Stoinis returned to the bowling

crease on Monday at Trent Bridge
as he aims to prove he can still play
a part in Australia's World Cup
campaign.

Having injured his side against
India more than a week ago, time
is running out for Stoinis to hold
onto his spot in Australia's 15-man
squad, with Mitchell Marsh ready
and available to replace his state
teammate.

Under World Cup playing
conditions, Stoinis cannot return
to the squad should selectors
decide to officially draw a line
through him and call up Marsh for
the rest of the tournament.

Australia will face Bangladesh
in Nottingham on Thursday and
Stoinis is doing everything he
can to prove his fitness ahead of
that match. He bowled four overs
at Trent Bridge on Monday — the
first time he’s bowled since the
India game — and now faces a
bigger test at the team’s main train-
ing session on Tuesday.

As the sole allrounder in the
squad, the absence of Stoinis left

Australia with an unbalanced XI
for their matches against Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, something selectors
would be reluctant to repeat head-
ing into the business end of the
tournament.

With t ime running out,

Stoinis’ teammates remain hope-
ful the popular allrounder can
keep his World Cup dream alive.

“He had a light bowl today
and he’ll have a better run around
tomorrow at the main session,”
wicketkeeper Alex Carey told

RSN. “Mitch Marsh is here as well
ready to go and in really good con-
dition.

“Hopefully Marcus gets up. It’s
such an important role and he’s
done such a great job for Australia
over the past 12-18 months as

well.”
With selectors keen to give

Stoinis every chance to return to
full fitness, they took a risk for the
matches against Pakistan and Sri
Lanka by picking a side with just
four frontline bowlers along with
off-spinner Glenn Maxwell, who
skipper Aaron Finch said last
week is “a good part-timer”.

Maxwell impressed in bowling
his full allotment of 10 overs
against Sri Lanka while Finch
chipped in with two overs himself
in the win against Pakistan.

But vice-captain Carey indi-
cated Maxwell’s bowling was ide-
ally viewed as a handy sixth
option, rather than a frontliner
required to bowl 10 overs in every
match.

“His bowling is really handy
for us, ideally as an option, but not
'we need the 10 overs (from him)’,”
he said.

“But we went to him for 10
(against Sri Lanka) and he did
such a good job. Even Finch got a
wicket against Pakistan, so there’s
an option there.

“Maxi is bowling well, but fin-
gers crossed the allrounder comes
up.”

���������� �7��
��6��

Australia concede they’re still
uncertain of their best side for

the remainder of the World Cup,
despite losing just one of the open-
ing five matches of their title defence.

But assistant coach Brad Haddin
believes their flexibility could be a
trump card for the crunch matches
to come.

With a loss to India marking
their only blip so far, the Aussies find
themselves in the unusual spot of sit-
ting on top of the World Cup stand-
ings yet openly admitting there are
question marks hanging over sever-
al crucial positions.

An injury to key man Marcus
Stoinis shapes as their biggest
headache, with the allrounder set to
test out his troublesome left side in
Nottingham this week ahead of
Thursday's clash with Bangladesh.

"At the moment, we're still try-
ing to find that best XI," Haddin
said.

"We're still trying to find what
works best for us. Come later in the
tournament, we'll start to under-
stand what the conditions are like a
lot better and what … our best XI
(is).

"At the moment, we're not set-
tled on our best XI."

Haddin, the wicketkeeper in
Australia's 2015 World Cup-win-
ning side that used all 15 of its avail-
able squad members throughout the
tournament, suggested the uncer-
tainty isn't necessarily a bad thing.

"We're not too concerned about
it all," he said. "One of the things we
spoke to the squad about is we need
to be a flexible squad to win a World
Cup.

"The players understand that
and we're training them according-
ly. We make sure each and every
player is ready for game day.

"I don't think it's a concern,
you'd like to start getting your
team (right) at the back-end of the
tournament. I think one of the lux-
uries at the moment is we're still
winning, and we still haven't found

the perfect rhythm for our game,
which is a dangerous sign."

Usman Khawaja, having thrived
as an opener in the lead-in to the
World Cup, has been forced to adapt
to unfamiliar late-innings scenarios
in a handful of Australia's matches
so far.

He performed admirably after
coming in at No 4 halfway through
Australia's run chase against India,
scoring 42 at better than a run-a-
ball, but has contributed scores of
15, 14 and 10 when he’s been in the
No 3 spot he’s more accustomed to.

“He’s playing a different role. It’s
not that he’s not having success, he's
been in a role where he's had lim-
ited opportunities," Haddin said.

"Before he could go out and set
the pace of the innings and now the
innings is dictating the role he needs
to play. He's been okay with it —
he's a class act.

"He's had little cameos through-
out … We're pretty happy with
where he's at. He's just got to bat
(according to) the situation."
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With pacer Lungi Ngidi back in
the side, South Africa will
look to avenge their 2015

semifinal defeat while New Zealand will
aim to reclaim their position at the top
when the two sides clash in a World Cup
match here on Wednesday.

South Africa, who suffered a heart-
breaking loss to New Zealand in the last
edition,  had a dismal start to their
World Cup campaign, losing three
straight games followed by a wash-out
before registering their maiden win
against bottom-placed Afghanistan.

In contrast, New Zealand are yet to
face defeat in the tournament and are
lying second on the table with three
wins and a washout.

Injuries to pacers Dale Steyn and
Anrich Norje have hurt the South
African bowling unit severely.

With Ngidi fully fit and the team
finally tasting victory, skipper Faf du
Plessis will breathe a sigh of relief.

"Hopefully this is a real confidence
booster for everyone on the team. And
there's a little bit of weight that you feel
that's off your shoulders now. We need
to win every game that we play" Du
Plessis had said after the win against
Afghanistan.

South Africa will need their bowlers
to step up to keep their World Cup
hopes alive.

A lot will depend on veteran spin-
ner Imran Tahir should the Edgbaston
surface offer turn. The 40-year-old
took two wickets each against England
and Bangladesh, before running
through Afghanistan.

The Proteas have been mostly done
in by their batting but they will take
heart from the fact that openers Hashim
Amla and Quinton de Kock finally
clicked in the previous game.

The pair, alongside du Plessis, will
have to navigate their way through a
quality seam attack led by Trent Boult.

However, considering South Africa's
dismal record against spin and the

brown Edgbaston wicket, the Black
Caps might consider deploying leg
spinner Ish Sodhi alongside the reliant
Mitchell Santer.

New Zealand have a solid batting
unit. Skipper Kane Williamson anchored
the side to victory against Bangladesh

and Afghanistan while Ross Taylor has
also been among the runs but the team
will hope for openers Colin Munro and
Martin Guptill to start clicking.

New Zealand also have two destruc-
tive all-rounders in Jimmy Neesham and
Colin de Grandhomme in their ranks

�"����
New Zealand: Kane Williamson (cap-
tain), Martin Guptill, Matt Henry, Tom
Latham, Colin Munro, Jimmy Neesham,
Henry Nicholls, Mitchell Santner, Ish
Sodhi,  Trent Boult,  Colin de
Grandhomme, Lockie Ferguson, Tim
Southee, Ross Taylor, Tom Blundell.
South Africa: Faf du Plessis (captain),
Aiden Markram, Quinton de Kock,
Hashim Amla, Rassie van der Dussen,
David Miller, Chris Morris, Andile
Phehlukwayo, JP Duminy, Dwaine
Pretorius, Beuran Hendricks, Kagiso
Rabada, Lungi Ngidi, Imran Tahir,
Tabraiz Shamsi.
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South Africa pacer Lungi Ngidi has
confirmed he is "100 per cent fit"

to take the field in their World Cup
match against New Zealand today.

South Africa’s start to their World
Cup campaign has been far from ideal,
having lost three opening games and
a wash-out tie, with a slew of injuries
hampering their progress.

Ngidi played just the two opening
games before sustaining a left ham-
string injury in a match against
Bangladesh.

“It’s been tough. Injuries are never
nice, but with the support staff that I’ve
had around me it's been pretty good
and I've been alright," Ngidi was
quoted as saying by the official web-
site of the Cricket World Cup.

“It’s just been frustrating not
being able to play.

“I’ve just finished a fitness test
today and passed that, so I’m match-
fit ready. It’s 100 per cent. That’s how
the fitness test goes and if you’re not
bowling at 100 per cent then you're not
ready to play,” the young fast bowler
added.

South Africa had been forced to
field a depleted pace attack with leg-
endary fast bowler Dale Steyn ruled
out of the entire tournament, while
Ngidi sat out of three matches.

The 23-year-old pacer’s return is
expected to bolster South Africa,
who have only an outside chance now
of making it to the semi-finals after
three loses from five games.

In their last match, South Africa
finally managed to get a win under
their belt after beating Afghanistan
and now they would need to win the

rest of the league stage matches in
order to make the last four, and
Ngidi feels New Zealand do have some
weaknesses that could be exploited.

“I don’t think their middle and
lower order have been tested enough.

They have got most of their runs at the
top of the order, so if we can get one
or two maybe we can test them. I think
then you could be looking at a differ-
ent situation with their batting,” said
Ngidi.
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Quinton de Kock has told his
South Africa teammates to

keep their heads when they face
New Zealand in a must-win World
Cup match on Wednesday.

South Africa's hopes of mak-
ing the semi-finals would effec-
tively be over if they lose at
Edgbaston after a wretched start
to the tournament.

Defeats to England,
Bangladesh and India have left
South Africa wicketkeeper-bats-
man De Kock billing the New
Zealand match as a "quarter-
final".

A nine-wicket victory over
Afghanistan on Saturday was their
first win in this World Cup in
England and Wales.

The Proteas cannot afford any
more slip-ups in their remaining
games against New Zealand,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Australia
if they are to maintain slender
hopes of a semi-final berth.

De Kock admits South Africa's
chances of avoiding an embarrass-
ingly early elimination will be
wrecked if they do not cope with
the stress of playing in a do-or-die
situation.

"Obviously it's a big game for
us but, in saying that, our next
three or four games that we have,
they are all going to be big games
for us for the rest of the tourna-
ment," he said.

"We're just going to have to go
out there, keep our heads steady
and play freely.

"Tomorrow is a quarter-final,
I guess you could say it, but if we

do win it, then it's another big
game again.

"We have to win all the games,
not just focus on tomorrow. But in
saying that, we know how good
New Zealand are playing at the
moment. They are a big team in
World Cups. They always seem to
step up."

Unbeaten New Zealand are
favourites to push South Africa
towards the World Cup exit door
and De Kock admits morale
among Faf Du Plessis's squad has
not been as high as he would like.

But he hopes the comprehen-
sive victory against minnows
Afghanistan will provide a much-
needed spark in the nick of time.

"I think before our first game
that we played against England, we
were in a pretty good space also
then, mentally and with our prepa-
ration," he said.

"Then obviously, during the
course of the tournament, obvi-
ously after losing all the time,
there's always a bit of a slump in
being mentally strong.

"Getting a win again has given
us high hopes. It just becomes a
mental game at a World Cup, try-
ing to deal with all the pressures
and stuff.

"We've put a lot of emphasis
on our energy going into the
games, and the situation we're in
right now, our energy needs to be
better than ever."
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�How much assistance are you expect-
ing out of that wicket?

Not really too sure. It looks pretty light.
Obviously, there’s been a lot of weather
around, but it’s just going to be one of those
things that we adjust to as it comes.
Looking forward to getting out there. We’ve
obviously had a few quiet days. We can’t
wait to get started.
�You’ve only got three wickets so far.
What would you put that down to?

We’ve got 30 wickets that’s the only
main thing I’m worried about. As a unit
we’ve been going really well. We’ve put the
ball where we wanted, and we’ve put a lot
of pressure on the teams that we’ve come
against. If we can continue to do it as a unit
then I’ll be happy.
�Which South African batsman are
you looking forward to bowling to?

We’ve got to respect all of them.
They’ve got some classy players at the top
of the innings. They’ve obviously had an
interesting start to their tournament, so
they’ll be hungry to come out and perform.
Led by an experienced captain, they’ve got
some dangerous hitters lower down in the
order. We need to be on the mark with how
we start 100 per cent. 
�Have you had to try a few other things
during this competition?

I’m always trying to get better, first of
all, but when the ball hasn’t swung, it’s
always been the biggest challenge to try to
get wickets and try to apply pressure. In
terms of running on the wicket, it’s not real-
ly something that I’m worried about. I’m
just trying to get close to the stumps and,
I suppose, make the most out of the swing
that is available.
�This is essentially a knockout match for
SA. Does that confer an advantage?

There have always been exciting games
between NZ and SA over the past World
Cups and past time that we’ve met each
other. 2015, the semis at Eaton Park was
one of the greatest games that the Kiwis
have played. It obviously got a lot of atten-
tion back home, and it was a cool one to
be a part of it. We’re looking forward to fac-
ing them.
�Why do you think NZ has had the
upper hand over SA at World Cups?

I’m not too sure. Like I said, they’re big
games. Whether there’s a lot of pressure on
them, I'm not too sure. For us, we know
what works well. For me as a bowler, I’m
sure I want to lead the bowling attack as
best as I can. If we can do the things that
we do well and we know that works well,
put some early pressure on and get some
wickets, then, hopefully they feel that pres-
sure a little bit more.
�NZ have come across as the nice guys.
What do you think about that?

I don’t think we’re going out there to
aim to be the nice guys of world cricket or
put on a front of any sort. We’ve just been
genuine and been who we are. Just play-
ing the game in good spirits and enjoying
it. That’s why I fell in love with the game
and that’s why a lot of people follow the
team is because we go out and have fun.
�Has the NZ attack have been sufficient-
ly challenged in the matches?

It’s definitely going to be a big challenge
to see where we’re at. We’ve been lucky to
be on a couple of new surfaces that have
offered a lot to our style of bowling. The
challenge is always going to be to see what
we can do on the wickets that don’t offer
too much, and that’s what we’re prepared
for here. It’s a quality wicket. There’s been
a lot of runs scored here, so it’s definitely
going to be a good challenge.
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Jason Roy is targeting England’s match against
arch-rivals Australia for a World Cup return

after being sidelined with a torn hamstring.
The in-form opening batsman was ruled out

of England’s match against Afghanistan at Old
Trafford and their pool encounter with Sri Lanka
at Headingley on Friday.

He tore his left hamstring in the field dur-
ing England’s eight-wicket win over the West
Indies last week and did not bat. But having suf-
fered a similar injury during England’s tour of
the Caribbean earlier this year and with the World
Cup featuring a long pool phase that sees all 10
teams play each other ahead of the semi-finals,
the 28-year-ol Roy is confident of returning to
action.

“I did it in the West Indies and it was a lot
worse,” Roy told Sky Sports. “It could be way
worse — the scan told me it’s minimum 10 days.
We’ve got to assess it as we go along.”

“It’s a huge understatement being frustrated,
but I’ve got to keep smiling,” the Surrey star
added.

Roy hit a fifty in England's opening win over
South Africa and then struck a commanding 153
in the host nation's victory over Bangladesh.

But he fell for just eight during England's sur-
prise 14-run defeat to Pakistan at Trent Bridge.

Now he hopes to face reigning champions
Australia at Lord's on June 25.

“We’re targeting Australia but we’ll see how
this week goes,” said Roy, whose opening part-
nership with Bairstow has been a key factor in
England’s rise to the top of the one-day interna-
tional rankings and their status as favourites to
win the World Cup.

“If this week goes to plan, then Australia. If
not, then who knows. Hamstrings are such a grey
area.”
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Gurjit Kaur slammed  four goals,
including a hat-trick as India

thrashed lowly Fiji 11-0 to storm
into the semifinals of the FIH
Women’s Series Finals hockey tour-
nament, here on Tuesday.

Gurjit struck in the 15th, 19th,
21st and 22nd minutes, while
Monika (11th, 33rd)scored a brace
for India in a lop-sided Pool A
match.

Lalremsiami (4th), Rani (10th),
Vandana Katariya (12th), Lilima
Minz (51st) and Navneet Kaur
(57th) were also among the goal
scorers for the winners.

World No 9 India dominated
their lowly ranked opponents
throughout the match, allowing
Fiji to only have one circle entry in
the entire 60 minutes, whilst mak-
ing 74 entries into the opposition's
striking area.

The first quarter was dominat-
ed by India which saw them take
the lead in the fourth minute when
Lalremsiami’s cross-field ball was
deflected by a Fiji defender into the
back of the net.

Captain Rani scored India’s
second goal in the 10th minute
from a penalty corner. In

the next minute Monika made the
scoreline 3-0 from Neha Goyal's
assist.

Forward Vandana Katariya
scored only her second goal of the

competition when she struck in the
12th minute.

Gurjit then scored her first of
four goals by converting a penalty
corner in the last minute of the first

quarter to hand India a 5-0 advan-
tage.

In the 19th minute, Gurjit
scored from another penalty corner
by slotting home in the left bottom
side of Fiji goal to make it 6-0 in
India's favour.

Two minutes later, Gurjit com-
pleted her hat-trick when she
scored from a rebound with a
reverse stick shot after her drag-
flick was blocked by a defender.

Gurjit struck again in the 22nd
minute from another penalty cor-
ner to make it 8-0 in India’s favour.

Early in the third quarter, mid-
fielder Monika scored India’s ninth
goal of the match, deflecting in
Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam’s shot
from just outside the circle in the
33rd minute.

Lilima then joined the party
and registered her name in the
scoresheet with reverse stick shot in
the 51st minute.

Six minutes later, Navneet
pounced on a loose clearance by the
Fiji goalkeeper to round off the tally
for India.

India will play their semifinal
encounter on Saturday. 
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Real Madrid's new signing
Rodrygo has said he

models his game on Neymar
and Robinho as the 18-year-
old on Tuesday became the
latest arrival unveiled at the
Santiago Bernabeu.

Madrid completed a 45-
million-euro ($50.3 million)
deal for Rodrygo Silva de
Goes in June last year but
agreed to let the Brazilian
striker stay at Santos for
another season.

He is the fifth players to
join Madrid this summer,
following Eden Hazard, Eder
Militao, Ferland Mendy and
Luka Jovic for a minimum
transfer outlay to 300 million
euros.

"For me it is a dream
come true," Rodrygo said at
a press conference. "I have
always said it is the dream of
every child in Brazil and the
world. I'm living a dream, it's
the happiest day of my life."

Rodrygo has signed for
Madrid's first team but said
he would be happy to play

for Castilla, the club's B side,
to gain experience.

After being presented in
the stands by club president
Florentino Perez, Rodrygo
emerged on the pitch at the
Santiago Bernabeu, where
he kicked balls into a crowd

of around 2,000 fans.
"I'm a fast striker, I score

and dribble," he said. "I'm
Brazilian and we're a bit like
that, like Robinho and
Neymar, I identify a little
with them.

"I like to play on the

wings, on the left especially,
but I have no preference. I'm
ready to play."

Neymar has been linked
with a return to Spain, just
two years after he joined
Paris Saint-Germain from
Barcelona for a world record
222 million euros.

Asked if he would like
either to play alongside or
emulate his compatriot,
Rodrygo said: "Neymar is a
great player but he's on
another team and I can't talk
about him.

"No, I would like to be
the Rodrygo of Madrid.
There is only one Neymar,
there can't be another."

Madrid struggled for
goals last season in the wake
of Cristiano Ronaldo's
departure to Juventus,
despite another Brazilian
teenager, Vinicius Junior,
enjoying an impressive first
year in the Spanish capital.

Vinicius began the sea-
son playing for Castilla but
was promoted by coach
Santiago Solari. Rodrygo
hopes to follow suit.

"I have spoken to
Vincius since I signed and
when we met in the nation-
al team we talked about the
club," Rodrygo said.

"Madrid always has the
best players in the world, I
know there will be a lot of
competition but I am avail-
able to the club to play in the
first team or for Castilla.

"The pressure is there at
all football clubs but here it
is much higher. Vinicius told
me about his experience. He
told me to be patient. I'm
young, I have a big future
ahead of me and everything
will happen naturally."

Perez said: "Today marks
a momentous time in your
career, soon you will wear
the white shirt.

"Your growth has been
spectacular and you now
face the challenge that you
have chosen. Here you will
succeed with work and
humility, the fans will always
be on your side but you
must know the high
demands of our club, it is a
hallmark of Real Madrid."
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Eduardo Vargas scored twice as
Chile launched the defense of

their Copa America crown with
an emphatic 4-0 defeat of Japan
in Sao Paulo on Monday.

Vargas, who plays for Mexico
club Tigres UANL, netted twice
in the second half as Chile grad-
ually overpowered a skillful but
limited Japan, who are playing in
the South American showpiece as
one of two invited teams from
Asia.

Erick Pulgar had opened the
scoring for Chile in the first half
before Vargas doubled the 2015
and 2016 champions’ advantage
with a deflected second-half
strike.

Manchester United’s Alexis
Sanchez then took his Chilean
record goals tally to 42 after div-
ing to head home in the 82nd
minute before Vargas scored the
pick of the goals moments later
with a deft lob over Japan goal-
keeper Keisuke Osako.

The win saw Chile join
Uruguay at the top of Group C,
level on points and goal differ-
ence.

“The important thing is that
we move on now with humility,”
said Chile coach Reinaldo Rueda.

“This win doesn’t suddenly
make us a dream team, just as we
weren’t the disaster that our crit-
ics were saying we were before.”

The scoreline was harsh on
Japan, who had carved out sever-

al promising chances but were let
down by poor finishing from
young striker Ayase Ueda.

“We deserved to score a goal,”
said Japan coach Hajime
Moriyasu. “The difference was
that they were clinical and took
their chances. We’re sad to lose
but proud that we really took it to
them.”

Japan had started confident-
ly, dominating territory and pos-
session albeit without threatening
the Chile goal.

Their best early chance came
after nine minutes when Shoya
Nakajima let fly after bursting for-
ward only to see his shot saved by
Chile goalkeeper Gabriel Arias.

As the first half wore on,
Chile looked increasingly more
threatening, and Sanchez sound-
ed the alarm in the Japanese
defense in the 35th minute when
his low shot flashed just wide.

Sanchez then almost played
in Charles Aranguiz but the
Bayer Leverkusen midfielder took
too long to get his shot away,
allowing Japan to deflect behind
from a corner.
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Aranguiz made amends,

though, in the 41st minute by
delivering the set piece which
gave Chile the lead.

The goal reflected Chile’s
dominance, but Japan were given
a glorious opportunity to equal-
ize just before half-time.

Chile coughed up posses-

sion inside their own half and
Gaku Shibasaki released Ueda on
goal.

The 20-year-old Ueda was
unable to make the chance count,
though, rounding Arias but fail-
ing to find the empty net with his
shot from a tight angle.

The half closed with Chile
threatening to add to their lead,
Sanchez’s header from close range
saved by Osako.

Chile picked up where they
left off as the second half got
under way, stroking the ball
around confidently to deny Japan
possession. In the 54th minute
the Chileans doubled their lead.

A f luent build-up saw
Mauricio Isla go clear down the
right and he squared for Vargas,
whose shot took a wicked deflec-
tion off Takehiro Tomiyasu on its
way into the net.

Once again, though, a
Chilean goal was followed by a
golden Japan opportunity which
they again squandered.

Shibasaki’s fine cross picked
out an unmarked Ueda at the
back post but the youngster’s
composure again deserted him,
hooking his shot wide with
Arias and the Chile goal at his
mercy.

Ueda missed another chance
in the 69th minute but Chile
slammed the door shut on hopes
of a revival when Sanchez head-
ed in Aranguiz's cross on 82
minutes before Vargas made it 4-
0 a minute later.
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England captain Eoin
Morgan set a new world
record for most sixes in a

one-day international innings as
the World Cup hosts piled up
397 for six to beat Afghanistan
by 150 runs on Tuesday.

Morgan hit 17 sixes in his
career-best 148, with England's
total of 25 sixes also a new world
record.

Morgan, dropped on 28,
dominated a third-wicket stand
of 189 with Joe Root (82), whose
contribution to their partnership
was a mere 33.

Afghanistan star leg-spinner
Rashid Khan set an unwanted
record with 0-110 in nine overs
— the most expensive return at
a World Cup and second costli-
est in all ODI cricket.

Morgan's tally surpassed the
record of 16 sixes in an ODI
innings previously shared by
India's Rohit Sharma, South
Africa's AB de Villiers and West
Indies' Chris Gayle.

But one ball after launching
Gulbadin Naib for the record-
breaking six, Morgan holed out
off the Afghanistan captain to
end a 71-ball innings that also
featured four fours.

His innings, which featured
118 runs in boundaries, was all
the more impressive as Morgan
had been doubtful for this match
with a back spasm suffered in
England's eight-wicket win over
the West Indies, in which he
could not bat.

Jonny Bairstow (90) got
England off to a solid start after
Morgan won the toss, with the
home side accelerating after
James Vince fell for 26 when he
mishooked paceman Dawlat
Zadran to short fine-leg.

Rank outsiders Afghanistan,
yet to win a game at this tour-

nament, did not help them-
selves with some woeful out-
fielding.

Bairstow was untroubled
until, and in sight of his eighth
ODI century, he chipped a
return catch to Naib.

A visibly annoyed Bairstow
walked off having been in com-
mand during a 99-ball innings
that featured eight fours and
three sixes.

Morgan settled in quickly,
hitting Naib for two sixes includ-
ing a fine hit over long-on.

But the left-hander should
have been out when he skied
Rashid Khan only for Dawlat
Zadran at deep midwicket to
make such a mess of the catch
that the ball bounced out of his
hands and over the rope for four.

It was a costly error, with
Morgan immediately hitting a
soaring six. He cleared the
boundary again in a 36th over
that cost 18 runs.

Morgan then went to fifty
with his fifth six in 36 balls faced
when he pulled off-spinner
Mohammad Nabi high into an
8,000-capacity temporary stand.

Root was denied a second
successive hundred and third of
the tournament when he holed
out off Gulbadin, whose three
for 68 was not a bad return in
the circumstances. But the sixes
kept coming, with Moeen Ali
setting a new team record when
he launched the penultimate
delivery of the innings, from
Dawlat, over long-on.

Chasing 398 to win,
Afghanistan started poorly as
Jofra Archer dismissed Noor Ali
Zadran for seven ball duck.

However unlike previous
four games, this time the Afghan
batsmen batted with more
responsibility but their this effort
went in vain as they never
looked really settled in the
mountain run chase.

Hashmatullah Shahidi was
the leading run scorer for them
as he scored 100-ball 76 while
Rahmat Shah and former skip-
per Ashgar Afghan scored 46
and 44 runs respectively.

For England, Archer and
Adil Rashid picked 3 wickets
each while Mark Wood returned
with figures of 2 for 40.
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