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Scholarships
for
Missing
AN-32
found
in
ruins
Search for survivors big challenge due to inclement weather in Arunachal 5 crore minority
students:
Naqvi
T
PNS n NEW DELHI

he week-long search for the
AN-32 transport aircraft
that went missing somewhere
in the hills and forest of
Arunachal Pradesh on June 3
yielded result on Tuesday when
an IAF Mi-17 helicopter spotted its wreckage at the height of
12,000 feet, 16 km north of
Lipo, north-east of Tato. So far
there is no word on the fate of
six officers, five airmen and two
non-combatant aboard the illfated plane.
Efforts are now on to find
the survivors, but it may take
a day or two more before the
ground troops reach the site
located in dense forests and
mountainous terrain.
The plane had taken off
from Jorhat in Assam for
Mechuka advanced landing
ground in Arunachal Pradesh
on June 3 at12.25 pm and was
supposed to land at Mechuka,
located at an altitude of 6,000
feet, about 1. 20 pm. The distance between Jorhat and
Mechuka is 206 km as the crow
flies and the flying time is nearly 50 minutes. When it did not
land at Mechuka at the scheduled time, the IAF launched a
search operation.
Mechuka advanced landing ground is the lifeline of the
troops posted on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) facing
China. Planes and helicopters
ferry personnel, food and
ammunition for the troops at
the landing ground, just 30 km
from the LAC.

CAPSULE
2011-16 GDP GROWTH
OVERESTIMATED: EX-CEA
New Delhi: Former chief
economic adviser Arvind
Subramanian has deduced in a
new research paper that India
may not have been the world’s
fastest growing economy
between 2011-12 and 2016-17
as its GDP growth rate was
overestimated, a claim the
Government quickly rubbished
saying its estimates were based
on accepted procedures
and methodologies.

VIRENDRA KUMAR TO
BE PRO-TEM SPEAKER
New Delhi: BJP MP from
Madhya Pradesh Virendra Kumar
will be the pro-tem Speaker of
the Lok Sabha, official sources
said on Tuesday.

INJURED SHIKHAR SET
TO MISS MIN 3 GAMES
Nottingham: In-form senior
India opener Shikhar Dhawan
was on Tuesday ruled out of at
least three World Cup matches
after sustaining a hairline
fracture on his left hand.

TWO TERRORISTS
KILLED IN SHOPIAN
Srinagar: Two local terrorists,
“inspired by the Islamic State
ideology”, were killed on
Tuesday in an encounter with
security forces in Shopian
district of Jammu & Kashmir.

SHARAD KUMAR NAMED
INTERIM CVC
New Delhi: Vigilance
Commissioner Sharad Kumar
has been named interim CVC
until a new incumbent is
chosen by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-headed
selection panel. Central
Vigilance Commissioner (CVC)
KV Chowdary and Vigilance
Commissioner TM Bhasin
completed their tenure at the
anti-graft body on Sunday and
Monday, respectively.

KAILASH MANSAROVAR
YATRA STARTS
New Delhi: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Tuesday announced the
commencement of the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra,
while asserting that the
pilgrimage is an “important
step” towards promoting
people-to-people exchanges,
and strengthening friendship
and understanding between
India and China. The minister
announced the commencement
of the yatra for the Lipulekh
route.

Incidentally, an AN-32 had
crashed in the same area in the
same month in 2009 and all the
13 passengers were killed.
Confirming the sighting of
the wreckage, the IAF said on
Tuesday, “An An-32 of the
Indian Air Force went missing
on 3 June, 2019, after getting
airborne from Air Force
Station, Jorhat, Assam. The
wreckage of the aircraft was
spotted today 16 km north of
Lipo, north-east of Tato at an
approximate elevation of
12,000 ft by the IAF Mi-17 helicopter undertaking search in
the expanded search zone.
Efforts are now continuing to
establish the status of occupants

and establish survivors. Further
details will be communicated as
the recovery actions progress.”
Retrieval of the wreckage
and survivors will be the next
big challenge as the massive
search and rescue operation has
to contend with terrain and
inclement weather. The missing personnel include Wing
Commander GM Charles,
Squadron Leader H Vinod,
Flight Lieutenants Mohit Garg,
Sumit Mohanty, Ashish Tanwar
and Rajesh Thapa. The other
ranks include Anoop, Sharin,
KK Mishra, Pankaj Sangwan,
SK Singh, Rajesh Kumar and
Putali.
Small teams of comman-

dos are likely to be airdropped
near the wreckage site to look
for survivors and establish the
lines of communications with
the air effort and ground
patrols of the Army, ITBP and
the local police. This will help
them reach the exact spot for
gathering the wreckage and
carrying out other related activities, they said. The operation
will take a few more days, they
added.
The wreckage site is on
scheduled flight path of the
AN-32. The search and rescue
operation for the last one week
focused on three areas, including Along, Tato and Payum
near Mechuka in West Siang

UP govt revises
old age pension
PNS n LUCKNOW

he pension of over 4 million people in the age group
60 to 79 years has been hiked
and they will receive `500 per
month from the existing `400
per month. The decision was
taken at the Cabinet meeting
which was chaired by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday.
Briefing media persons,
state government spokesperson
Srikant Sharma said that
presently people who were
aged above 80 years are already
getting `500 per month pension. “The new hiked pension
will benefit around 44.21 lakh
people in the state besides 7
lakh would be added more
whose eligibility are under
process,” the spokesman said.
The `100 hike will be
enforced from January 2019
and the government will have
to bear an additional financial

T

burden of `106.84 crore from
January 2019 to March 2019.
Besides in the entire fiscal of
2019-20, the government will
have an additional burden of
`480 crore due to this hike.
There is good news for tipplers. The Uttar Pradesh government has decided to give
approval to pubs, hotels and
restaurants to brew fresh beer
bringing them at par with
hotels of Bengaluru and
Maharashtra.
In another important decision, the government has
allowed licence for fresh beer
to be sold in retail through
pubs, restaurants and hotels.
“Micro breweries will be set up
for brewing the fresh beer similar to Karnataka and some
other selected states for which
the Act would be amended,” the
government spokesman said.
The licence for the fresh
beer will be `2.5 lakh per year
that was earlier `25,000 and

4 cops, 2 women held
for extorting car ride
givers with rape cry
STAFF REPORTER n NOIDA

ith the arrest of 15 peoW
ple, including four
policemen and two women, the
Noida Police on Tuesday
claimed to have busted a gang
that allegedly extorted money
from car drivers after threatening them with rape charges,
senior officials said.
A police nexus has
emerged in the case and a subinspector, who was in charge of
a police outpost, three constables and three private drivers of
a PCR van were held, they said.
Two women, partners in
the crime, were caught redhanded while “settling a matter” with a victim for `50,000
late on Monday near Sector 44
police outpost, officials said.
A few days ago, the Noida
Police were alerted about a
gang that extorted money from
drivers near Sector 44 police

outpost, SSP, Gautam Buddh
Nagar, Vaibhav Krishna, said.
“A woman member of the
gang would hitch a car ride on
some pretext and ask the driver to stop the vehicle near the
Sector 44 police outpost. She
would then approach the PCR
van stationed nearby and complain to police personnel of
rape by the driver,” he said.
The matter would then be
taken to a police outpost where
some “relatives” of the woman
would arrive. They would
threaten the driver with case
and he would eventually offer
to settle the matter in lieu of
some money, Krishna said.
“There would also be a
“lawyer” from the woman’s
side, while a “chairman sahab”
would arrive and would be
introduced to the victim as
eminent personality called in to
negotiate the deal,” he added.
Continued on Page 6

600 litres of beer can be brewed
per day with 2.10 lakh litres in
a year by any licence holder.
The government has also
imposed a fine of `5,000 per
day for violation of the Act.
The spokesperson said that
this fresh beer project will not
only generate jobs but also
revenue for the state.
In another decision, the
government has approved
demolition of 76 dilapidated
government quarters in Rae
Bareli for the construction of
AIIMS.
The Cabinet has also
approved a proposal to increase
the maximum age limit for resident doctors in SGPGI from
existing 35 years to 37 years.
In yet another decision, the
state government has amended its rule for the appointment
of assistant teachers in government schools according to
which BEd will be recognised
along with BTC.

district. The reason behind
concentrating on these three
areas is that it forms a triangle,
they said, the areas are in the
flight path of the ill-fated aircraft and the debris was near
Tato. Moreover, after it lost
radio contact, the plane, which
obviously could not have
turned back, may have continued on the designated route,
they said. It is feared that the
plane hit a hill and crashed as
the altitude at which the debris
was found indicates. However,
the detailed court of enquiry
will establish the reasons for the
mishap, they added.
The massive search and
rescue operation spread over
more than 1,000 square km for
the last one week was marred
by bad weather for some days.
It saw deployment of two SU-

30 fighter jets, two C-130J special operations planes, four
MI-17 and four advanced light
helicopters and a long range P8 I reconnaissance aircraft of
the Navy, besides the ground
troops patrolling the area
where the plane could have
gone down.
Moreover, satellites of the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) were also
used to map the area besides
unmanned
aerial
vehicles(UAV). The IAF also
announced a reward of `5 lakh
for anyone providing information about giving information
about the location of the aircraft. Air Force Chief BS
Dhanoa had visited Jorhat last
weekend to review the operations and met the families of
the missing personnel. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh too
met family members of some of
the personnel in New Delhi last
week and assured them of all
possible help.
At present, the IAF has
nearly 100 Russian origin twin
engine turboprop aircraft
inducted into service in mid
1980s. After the 2009 mishap,
India inked a 400-million dollar deal with Ukraine for
upgrading the AN-32s and at
least 50 planes have been retrofitted so far. However, the plane
which crashed was not upgraded. An AN-32 en route Port
Blair from Chennai in July
2016 carrying 29 passengers is
missing so far and feared to
crashed and drowned in the
Bay of Bengal.

Union Minister for Minority Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi chairs the 112th
Governing Body meeting of Maulana Azad Education Foundation, in New Delhi on
Tuesday
PTI

50% for girls; Govt
plans to modernise
madrasa education
PNS n NEW DELHI

n a major outreach towards
ICentre
“minority” community, the
on Tuesday announced
scholarships for 5 crore minority students, including 50 per
cent for girls, in next five-years
and sought to “mainstream”
madrasa education.
“There are a large number
of madrasas across the country.
They will be connected with
the formal education and
mainstream education so that
those children studying there
can contribute in the development of society,” said Union
Minister for Minority Affairs
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi.
The Minister chaired the
112th governing body meeting

of Maulana Azad Education
Foundation at Antyodaya
Bhawan here.
Several scholarships such
as pre-matric, post-matric and
merit-cum-means will be provided to 5 crore students for 5
years, Naqvi said.
He said the Modi
Government has created an
atmosphere of healthy inclusive
growth by eradicating “disease
of communalism” and appeasement politics. He said the programme for the mainstreaming
of the madrasa education
would be launched next month.
Modernisation of madrasas
is in line with Modi’s plan that
he laid out in run-up to Lok
Sabha elections in 2014. “Hold
Quran in one hand and computer in other,” Modi had said.
While chairing the meeting, Naqvi said the Centre has
proved to be a “government of
authority, justice and integrity”.
Continued on Page 6

SC grants bail to
journalist, terms
arrest for Yogi
post ‘excessive’

Didi unveils Vidyasagar bust,
threatens Prez rule aftermath

PTI n NEW DELHI

ost poll violence claimed
P
more lives in West Bengal as
Chief Minister Mamata

bserving that right to libO
erty is sacrosanct and
“non-negotiable”, the Supreme
Court on Tuesday ordered that
journalist Prashant Kanojia,
arrested for sharing objectionable posts on UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, be
immediately released on bail.
Making it clear that granting bail cannot be construed as
approval of the posts or tweets,
the SC slammed the UP
Government for the “excessiveness” of its action and questioned his nearly two-week
judicial custody, asking, “Is
this a case of murder?”
Asserting fundamental
right guaranteed under the
Constitution cannot be
infringed upon by the State and
that it was not inclined to sit
back on technical grounds to
deny justice, the SC, however,
said proceedings against the
journalist will go on as per law.
Continued on Page 6

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

Banerjee on Tuesday installed
a new bust of the Renaissance
icon
Ishwar
Chandra
Vidyasagar and warned the
Centre against any attempt to
impose President Rule in the
State. The bust was allegedly
pulled down by BJP workers
during a party roadshow during the Lok Sabha elections.
“If you talk about such
steps being taken (read imposition of Article 356) then I
must say it will not be that easy.
We are not sitting here wearing
bangles. There will be consequences,” she said.
She said the BJP is trying
to spread violence and create
communal tension through
disinformation campaign by
spending crores of rupees.
“They are doing this to
Bengal also. But they will not
succeed here,” said the
Trinamool Congress chief.
Continued on Page 6

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee pays tribute to Bengali reformer
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar after installation of his new bust at the college where an
old one was vandalised during a roadshow of BJP president Amit Shah last month,
in Kolkata on Tuesday
PTI

Inflight hijack hoax lands Heatwave unabated, 4
tycoon behind bars for life pilgrims breathe last
In a first stringent
punishment under
new Anti-Hijacking
Act, NIA court also
slaps `5 crore fine
on businessman
PNS n NEW DELHI

special NIA court in
A
Ahmedabad on Tuesday
awarded life imprisonment to
a Mumbai-based businessman
and imposed a hefty fine of `5
crore on him for a mid-flight
hijack hoax on a MumbaiDelhi Jet Airways flight carrying 116 passengers on board in
October 2017.
This is the first conviction
secured under the amended
Anti-Hijacking Act that provides for stringent provisions

for disrupting any flight.
Businessman Birju Kishor
Salla was accused by the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) of creating a mid-flight
hijack scare on a Delhi-bound
flight from Mumbai by leaving
a hijack threat note written in
English and Urdu inside the
aircraft’s toilet.
In May last year, Salla
became the first person to be
put on the no-fly list. He was
also the first person to be tried
under the stringent AntiHijacking Act after it was
amended in 2016.

The NIA took up the case
and the investigation revealed
that Salla was having an affair
with a Jet Airways employee.
During questioning by the
NIA, he confessed to the crime
and told investigators that he
had done it in the hope that it
would force Jet Airways to
close its Delhi operation and
his girlfriend, who worked in
the airline’s Delhi office, would
shift to Mumbai, said an NIA
official.
The threat note by Salla,
which asked the plane to be
flown into Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, had triggered a major
mid-flight scare and the plane
had to be diverted to
Ahmedabad where it made an
emergency landing. Following
this, all the 116 passengers on
board were made to disembark
at the Ahmedabad airport and
screened.
Judge KM Dave ordered
the fine amount of `5 crore has
Continued on Page 6

on Kerala Exp in UP
PNS n LUCKNOW

he extreme heatwave
T
sweeping across the country claimed lives of four passengers of Kerala Express on
Monday evening. The victims,
part of a pilgrim team from
Kerala, were travelling from
Agra to Coimbatore in non-AC
coaches of the train.
Giving details about the
incident, North Central
Railway (Jhansi division) PRO
Manoj Kumar Singh said the
exact cause of death of the passengers would be determined
after the post-mortem.
“The deceased were on a
religious tour and they had
reached Agra from Varanasi
from where they were to travel to Coimbatore. The four,
including two women, were
seated in S-8 and S-9 coaches,

which are non-AC,” he said.
The PRO said as per
reports the victims had complained of uneasiness on
Monday evening and by the
time the train reached Jhansi
(by 7 pm on Monday), three of
them had died. Another passenger, who was found unconscious in the train, succumbed
in hospital.
The deceased were identified as Pachayya (80),
Balakrishnan
(67),
Dhanalakshmi (74), and
Subbaraiyya (71),” he said.
The PRO said the bodies
were being sent to Coimbatore
in a special luggage van.
Reports said the deceased were
part of a team of 68 pilgrims
from Kerala and were homebound
after
visiting
several religious places in north
India.
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Yogi’s directives on prompt
construction of houses

Conviction in Kathua case will act
as a deterrent: Mayawati

PNS n LUCKNOW

ahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
chief Mayawati on Tuesday
B
showed her concern over spurt

hief Minister Yogi
Adityanath asked officials
C
to expedite construction of
houses under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana in urban
areas so that people could get
houses within the stipulated
time frame. The directives were
issued during a review meeting
of Urban Development department held here on Tuesday.
“The officials should work
as per the new guidelines and
construct houses according to
new specifications. The list of
beneficiaries should be sent to
the SUDA at the earliest,” he
said.
As per the new guidelines,
houses under the EWS should
have a carpet area between
22.77 sq metre and 30 sq
metres with the maximum cost

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath holding a review meeting of Urban Development department on Tuesday

of Rs 4.50 lakh or houses with
a carpet area between 29 sq
metres and 30 sq metres with
a balcony should cost Rs 6.50
lakh. He also asked officials to
free encroachments from government land so that same
could be used for the construc-

tion of houses for the poor.
During the review meeting,
Chief Minister was also apprised
of the progress in the preparation of DPR for Metro rail projects in Kanpur, Agra, Meerut,
Gorakhpur, Prayagraj and
Varanasi. In Varanasi, the CM

suggested construction of ropeway to ease traffic. Minister of
State (Urban Development)
Suresh Paasi, Principal Secretary
Urban Development Nitin
Gokaran and MD of LMRC
Kumar Keshav were also present
during the meeting.

OMS scheme impacts wheat
procurement in state
PNS n LUCKNOW

ith the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) offloading
W
one crore MT of wheat under
open market sale (OMS), the
wheat procurement in Uttar
Pradesh has been severely hit,
and is unlikely to meet its target of procuring 55 lakh MT of
the foodgrain in the current
rabi marketing season. FCI,
under OMS, is directly selling
the wheat to bulk consumers –
the wheat-based industry.
“The OMS scheme has
impacted wheat procurement
in UP, since wheat-based
industries are buying directly
from farmers as the minimum
support price (MSP) in UP is
much lower at `1,840 per quintal against the OMS-based
price (`2,080 per quintal),” a
UP Food and Civil Supplies
department official said.
“Besides, some farmers are
also holding onto their wheat
stock, since they anticipate

higher prices for their crop in
subsequent months as was the
case last year,” he said, adding
wheat procurement during the
current marketing season was
expected to settle at 40 lakh
MT.
As per the original schedule, the wheat procurement
season for the current Rabi season is to end on June 15 but has
been extended to June 25 by the
state government. Food commissioner Alok Kumar said
that on the portal of Food
department so far over 9, 61
lakh farmers had been registered. Against the wheat procurement target of 55 lakh
MT, 35.55 lakh MT of wheat
has been procured from over 7,
15 lakh farmers, which is 63, 83
percent of the target. He said
a payment of `6,473 crore had
been made to farmers through
RTGS. During the last Rabi
season 2018, UP had overachieved the wheat procurement target of 50 lakh MT by

procuring 53 lakh MT.
Under OMS, state-run FCI
releases foodgrains at predetermined prices in the open
market to enhance supply of
wheat and rice, especially during the lean season, to either
moderate open market prices
or offload excess stock.
FCI holds a humongous
stock of four crore MT of
wheat, including old stock of
1.6 crore MT and more than
2,4 crore MT of new grain procured during the ongoing procurement season in major
wheat growing states, including
Punjab, Haryana and Madhya
Pradesh. For the 2019-20 marketing year (April-March), FCI
has set a wheat procurement
target at 3, 57 crore MT.
The price of wheat being
offloaded by FCI stands at Rs
2,080 per quintal and is scheduled to be revised in August.
The price will go up to `2,200
per quintal in the current fiscal.

This year, the UP government had fixed 10 per cent
higher of 55 lakh MT wheat
procurement target compared
to 50 lakh MT during 2018
Rabi marketing season. Every
year, wheat procurement season commences on April 1 and
continues for two-and-a-half
months till June 15, 2019. So
far, 680,000 farmers in UP
have been paid Rs 6,300 crore
against wheat purchase by the
state agencies at more than
6,700 procurement centres.
Procurement of paddy and
wheat had clocked robust figures under the BJP government, which came to power in
March 2017. In 2017, the state
registered wheat procurement
of 37 lakh MT compared to 8
lakh MT in 2016 under the
Akhilesh Yadav-led Samajwadi
Party government thus registering a quantum jump of 460
per cent, which further rose by
43 per cent to 53 lakh MT in
2018.

PNS n LUCKNOW

in case of attack on modesty of
women especially minors and
children. She felt that the conviction in the horrific Kathua
gang rape-murder case would
serve as a deterrent and prevent
people from committing such
heinous crimes.
A court on Monday sentenced three men, including
the temple caretaker, to life
imprisonment till last breath
for the gangrape and murder of
an eight-year-old nomadic girl
in Kathua in Jammu and
Kashmir shortly after convicting them along with three
others for the ghastly crime
that shook the nation 17
months ago.
Mayawati said such punishments should be given

across the country to establish
the rule of law. “The punishment pronounced by the court
in the Kathua gangrape and
murder case in which three
criminals were given life term
and three were given five-year
life term, it is possible that a
fear of law will be created
among people, and they will
abstain from committing such
heinous crimes,” she said on
Twitter.
“To establish the rule of
law, such punishments should
be given across the country,”
she said.
Sanji Ram, the mastermind and caretaker of the ‘devasthanam’ (temple) where the
crime took place in January last
year, Deepak Khajuria, a special police officer, and Parvesh
Kumar, a civilian—the three
main accused—were
spared death penalty.
“The perpetrators of this

crime have acted in such a
manner as if there is a ‘law of
jungle’ prevalent in the society,”
the judge said, adding the facts
in the case are many but truth

is one that under a criminal
conspiracy, an innocent girl has
been kidnapped, wrongfully
confined, drugged, raped and
ultimately murdered.

Excise officials told to check
illicit liquor manufacture
PNS n LUCKNOW

xcise Minister Jai Pratap
Singh on Tuesday instructE
ed excise officials to completely curb the manufacturing of
illicit liquor in Uttar Pradesh
and asked excise inspectors to
start work from tehsils without
any fail.
“The excise inspectors are
yet to start work at tehsils and
this is not a god thing. They
should start work immediately and should ensure effective
control on manufacturing of
illicit liquor. The enforcement wing of Excise department should work harder to
stop the menace of the manufacturing of illicit liquor and
should also initiate strict
against offenders. The officials should also prevent the
interstate smuggling of
liquor,” he said. Singh was
addressing officials during a
review meeting held on
Tuesday.
Principal S ecretar y,
Excise, Kalpna Awasthi said
the Excise department was

supine as far as the UP’s
economy was concerned and
any relaxation in realisation of
revenue would not be tolerated. “The Excise department’s
revenue increased by 17.1 per
cent this year,” she informed.
Giving details of the
enforcement wing in the
department, Awasthi said a
total of 8326 cases were registered by May 2019 while 3.4
lakh litres of liquor was seized
and 487 persons were sent to
jail.

Cong review meet a farce, Couple’s bodies found hanging
say partymen
Honour killing suspected
PNS n LUCKNOW

he proposed review meeting called by the Congress
to find out the reasons behind
the worst-ever debacle for the
party since 1977 failed to materialise.

T
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Both Priyanka Gandhi
and Jyotiraditya Scindia, the
AICC generals secretary,
incharge of UP East and UP
West respectively, had called
the meeting so that a report
could be sent to Rahul Gandhi
mentioning reasons for the
defeat.
Interestingly, state president Raj Babbar so far has not
met a single leader from the
state to take any inputs on the
ground and the lone meeting
called by him here at UPCC
headquarters after losing the
battle of ballots is just to pass
a resolution requesting Rahul
Gandhi to withdraw his resignation from the party national president post. Surprising,
even that resolution was
passed in the absence of proper quorum to conduct a meeting of the UPCC executive
body.
“Even after witnessing a
worst-ever defeat, the party
high command seems not
serious on reviving the party
and is more interested in completing the organisational formalities,” pointed a senior
Congress leader seeking ticket from Gorakhpur.”How
could Priyanka Gandhi or
Jyotiraditya Scindia could
extract reasons behind the
defeat from party leaders just
by interacting with them for a
little over seven hours,” the
leader questioned claiming
that entire exercise was a farce.
Another former MLA of
the party, while criticising the
manner in which the review
was to be made to discuss the
defeat, said that the two general secretaries would discuss
reasons from the local district
incharges but had not called
state president Raj Babbar or
his core team sitting at UPCC
to question that what they had
done in the last few years to
revive the Congress.

PNS n LUCKNOW

n an apparent case of honour killing, the bodies of a
Icouple
were found hanging
from a roadside tree in the
Nayagaon area of Etah district,
police sources said on
Tuesday. According to
sources, the bodies of the
couple were found hanging
from a tree in a mango
orchard.
While the girl reportedly
hails from the Ladpur Katara
village of the Nayagaon area,
the youth has been identified
as Satya Prakash, a resident of
Kayampur Nandpur Belamai
village of the Sakit area. The
couple was having a love affair.
Sources said that the Aadhaar
card found from the youth’s
pocket led to his identification. Upon receiving information, police reached the spot
and after taking down the
bodies, they were sent for the
post-mortem. Further investigation was underway.
In one more incident in
Shamli, a 15-year-old girl was
allegedly abducted and raped
by two men, police said on
Tuesday.
The incident took place in
Khandrauli village under
Kandhla police station area on
Monday. The minor was
found lying unconscious in a
field, they said.
A case has been registered
against two men, identified as
Suhail and Soman. They are
absconding and efforts are
under way to nab them,
Station house officer SK
Vishnoi said.
According to a complaint
lodged by the girl’s father,
she was abducted from outside her house and raped by
the two accused in a nearby
field. The minor has been
sent for a medical examina-

Man booked in
talaq case
PNS n LUCKNOW

fter intervention from
Uttar Pradesh Chief
A
Minister Yogi Adityanath, the
Agra police on Tuesday arrested an accused in the triple talaq
case and sent him to jail.
Chukru Rehman from
Rakabganj was arrested after
his wife Tarannum lodged a
complaint with the CM.
Directives were issued to arrest
him. Following the arrest, the
victim expressed her gratitude
to the Chief Minister.
Tarannum, a resident of
Dhobi mohalla, Sadar Bazar,
Agra, wrote a letter to CM Yogi
Adityanath and requested
action against her husband for
oppression and domestic violence. In her complaint, she
said her husband divorced her
by saying talaq thrice, without
any valid reason.
tion, the police said. Security
has been tightened in the village and additional police
personnel have been deployed
as a precautionary measure,
they said.
In one more case in
Pratapgarh, a 12-year-old girl
was found dead outside her
house, following which four
neighbours were booked in
connection with the case.
Lalganj circle officer Ramesh
Chandra said the girl had
gone to a pond on Monday to
keep an eye on the family’s
fishes, but in the evening her
body was found outside the
house. Following a complaint
by her father, a case was registered against four neighbours, including Basantlal in

Sangipur police station at
night. The police suspect that
it was a fallout of an old
enmity between the victim’s
family and those arrested.
Meanwhile, a woman was
killed while her husband critically injured when an explosion occurred in a house in
Phaphund area of Auraiya on
Tuesday.
Police said that the explosion occurred at the house of
Munna Mansoori aka Gappu
in the Mewatiyan locality of
the Phapund town at around
9 am due to which his house
crumbled.
The roof of the house collapsed as a result of which
Munna’s wife Najima Begum
(40) died after she was
crushed under the debris.
Munna was seriously injured
in the accident and his family admitted him to a private
hospital for treatment.
According to police,
Munna makes fireworks and
he possesses a licence for the
same. He used to make fireworks with gun powder at his
home itself due to which these
materials used to be kept at his
house. On Tuesday, the gas
cylinder caught fire while
food was being prepared and
in an attempt to put out the
same, the fire reached the
gun powder. As soon as the
fire came in contact with the
gun powder, the whole construction came down with a
loud explosion.
Two dead goats were also
found under the debris. The
explosion was so powerful
that neighbouring houses
also shuddered due to its
effect.
Additional superintendent
of police Kamlesh Dixit, SDM
Anupam Shukla, circle officer
(CO) Kamlesh Narayan
Pandey and the police force of
several outposts reached the
spot. Police were investigating
the causes behind the explosion.

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Lucknow only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group’s will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

Printed and Published by Vijay Prakash Singh for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., 4th Floor, Sahara Shopping Centre, Faizabad Road, Lucknow-226016 and Printed at Tin Tin Printech Pvt Ltd., C-33 Amausi Industrial Area, Nadarganj, Lucknow. Editor: Chandan Mitra. Resident
Editor: Vijay Prakash Singh. RNI No. 2016/57. Lucknow Telephones: EPABX: 4036600 Fax: 2345582. Allahabad Office: (0532) 2420818, 2421018, 3290460. Kanpur Office: (0512) 2304006, 2304416. Varanasi Office: (0542) 2414294, 2414295. Delhi Office: No. 6, Behind Gulab Bhawan,
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110 002, Phone: 011-40110455. Communication Office: F-31, Sector 6, NOIDA, Gautam Budh Nagar-201301, U.P. Phone: 0120-4879800 & 4879900

city 03

LUCKNOW | WEDNESDAY | JUNE 12, 2019

Devotion peaks on last Bada Mangal
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

he fourth and last Bada
Mangal witnessed devotion at its zenith with the
largest number of bhandaras
being organised across the city.
From the vegetable vendors to
the LIC agents and from beauty parlour owners to members
of private companies all went
ahead to be a part of the festivities and the saffron colour
could be seen in the city everywhere. Lord Hanuman bhajans
reverberated across the city and
the weather made no difference
to the festivities. In view of the
hot weather conditions, many
bhandaras served ice-cream.
Vipin Yadav and Akhilesh
Kumar from a private company who pitched their tent near
Khatu Shyam Mandir said they
had started making preparations from the previous night
itself. Yadav said that they had
been holding the bhandara for
the past seven years and added
that he slept at the site for the
morning preparations so that
the place which they had
reserved for themselves was not
captured by others. “We have
several members from the
Muslim community who participate as well as contribute in
the bhandara and they have
been running since morning to
make all the arrangements and
get the raw material required
for preparations. They include
Salman, Sameer, Fatima,
Akram and Afia,” he said.
He said that because of the
hot weather, they were also
serving ice-cream and sherbet
to the devotees.
Vegetable and fruit vendors
under the Gomti Nagar flyover
stopped business for a day to
organise a bhandara. Udai Raj,

dara at the Hanuman Setu
temple. The chief guest at the
bhandara was Information
Minister Neelkanth Tewari.
Meanwhile, a bhandara
was also organised for monkeys. Mahesh Prasad Sahu said
that he held a bhandara for
monkeys in which they were
offered a large amount of seasonal fruits such as cucumbers,
melons, mangoes and bananas.
The scene was watched with
great excitement by the
passersby.

T

(Clockwise from top) Prasad being distributed at a bhandara organised near Hanuman Setu temple on the occasion of last Bada Mangal; BJP leader Bukkal Nawab paying
obeisance to the deity at the Hanuman temple in Hazratganj; a bhandara organised by managing director of Hotel Vijay Paradise Vijay Singh Bhadauria and director
Pioneer
Apurva Singh at Pitambar Palace; and devotees throng a temple for darshan

one of the vendors from the
mandi, said it was the fourth
successive year that they had
organised the bhandara.
“We will have no business
today as we will hold this
bhandara. We do not mind
foregoing our business for a
day. It is such a great feeling to
be serving the people,” he said.
LIC agents organised a

Free khadi uniforms for
govt school students
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

n a move to promote indigenous industries, the UP govIernment
will distribute free
khadi uniforms to students of
the state-run primary and secondary schools. This will cover
students up to Class VIII. All
students enrolled in state-run
and government-aided schools
will receive free khadi uniforms from the academic session commencing next month.
The plan is still in its initial
stages and will be implemented
in four districts in as a pilot project. Lucknow is one of the districts to avail the benefits.
Additional Chief Secretary
Renuka Kumar, in a statement,
said that the Uttar Pradesh
Khadi and Village Industries
Board (UPKVIB) had been
entrusted with the task of supplying khadi uniforms to the
state schools. Each student from
1st to 8th standard will be provided with two sets of uniforms,
with each set prices at Rs 300,
which is 100 more as compared
to last year. She also mentioned
that the quality and specifications of the fabric for the uniforms would be decided by the
UPKVIB. As per the decision,
the uniform for the boys will
consists of red-checked shirts

paired with brown trousers and
the girls will have red tops with
brown skirts. The collars of both
shirts and tops will be brown.
The pilot project will start in all
schools of Mohanlalganj block
of Lucknow, Chhanbe block of
Mirzapur, Sidhauli block of
Sitapur,
Mahasi
and
Visheshwarganj blocks of
Bahraich district. Presently,
around 1.50 crore students are
enrolled in a total of 1.58 lakh
primary and upper primary
government schools in the state.
Students, in the remaining 71
districts, will be issued uniforms
as per the norms laid down by
the Textiles Committee under
the Union Ministry of Textiles.
The UP government will
transfer 75 per cent of the
amount to each district as the
first installment towards the
purchase of the uniforms. The
management committees in the
schools will distribute uniforms
among students. A district-level
monitoring panel comprising
District Magistrate, Chief
Development Officer, chief treasury officer, general manager of
District Industries Centre,
Principal, DIET, district inspectors of schools, Basic Shiksha
Adhikari and district panchayati raj officer will oversee the
project.

bhandara in the city and participated in it with great enthusiasm. RK Dixit from the group
said that they focused on the
bhandara instead of their work
because they felt this was also
important. These people participated with a lot of enthusiasm
in offering puri-sabzi and
‘boondi’ to passersby. Anita
Mishra, who runs a beauty par-

lour, organised a huge bhandara. She said that she had
simultaneously started different
bhandaras which were held
during different weeks. “I felt
that it was important to initiate others in the community so
that there could be a more participative effort by all which in
turn creates a very positive feeling,” she said.

She admitted that her
beauty parlour would be closed
that day but said that for her the
Bada Mangal celebrations were
more important. Mayor
Sanyukta Bhatia said that there
250 bhandaras which were registered on the LMC portal and
that she would be personally
visiting over 40 bhandaras.
Manoj Lal organised a bhan-

Budding dentist found dead,
neighours suspect foul play
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

final year girl student of
dentistry, who had been all
A
alone in the house in
Cantonment police station area
for two days, was found dead
under mysterious circumstances on Tuesday morning.
There were speculations that
she was done to death.
Priya Singh (25) of
Neelmatha locality, who was a
student of a private university,
was found lying dead on a bed
while a dupatta tied with scarf
was dangling from a hook in
the ceiling when police reached
the scene. The cops had got the
call from girl’s relative Sanjay
Kumar, who is a retired Army
subedar and lives in the same
locality. He told the police that
he tried calling Priya but she
did not respond and it made
him anxious. “When I reached
the house, the door was bolted from outside. I opened the
door and went inside but only
to find her lying dead,” he told
the police. The cops were not
sure if the girl committed suicide or she was done to death.
The police spokesman said
that the noose did not snap
when the cops examined it.

“The girl had a ligature mark
around her neck. Prima facie,
no other injury was detected.
The autopsy will make the
cause of death clear,” he added.
Sources said police doubted
claims of victim’s relative and
he was under the scanner. “It is
also possible that someone
took her off the noose and fled
the scene as she had died,” they
opined. However, neighbours
suspected foul play. They said
that the girl belonged to
Gopalganj district of Bihar and
her parents had gone to their
native village to attend a wedding. “For past two days, the
girl was all alone in the house.
We never found her depressed.
It seems that she was killed,” a
neighbour said.
Cantonment circle officer
Tanu Upadhyay said: “We have
sought call detail records of victim’s mobile phone and can tell
anything related to the incident
only after examining the same,”
she said, adding that autopsy
was yet to be conducted. The
police had claimed that the girl
committed suicide. However,
when mediapersons shared the
news on social media questioning as to why the girl was lying
on the bed and the noose was

attached with the ceiling, the
police went on the back foot.

YOUTH FOUND HANGING

A 17-year-old resident of
Bakshi-Ka-Talab was found
hanging in the forest cover in
Madiaon, nearly four kilometres from his house, on
Tuesday. Police claimed the
youth committed suicide even
as the family said he was missing since Sunday afternoon.
Some shepherds spotted
the body hanging from a tree
and alerted the police. A team
reached the place and recovered
a mobile phone. The police
contacted deceased’s brother
Ranjeet, who identified the
body as that of Sandeep, who
was a resident of Gohnakalan
village in BKT. He told the
police that Sandeep had left the
house on Sunday afternoon.
“He did not return till evening
and told us that he was in
Unnao when we called him,”
Ranjeet said. The police said
Sandeep ended his life as his
family did not allow him to take
a motorcycle for some work.
“Sandeep had asked for the bike
as he to go for some work a day
before he took the extreme
step,” the police claimed.

Another scorching day for residents
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

he state capital saw yet another
scorching day as the maximum
T
temperature as the maximum temperature soared to 42.1 degree
Celsius, which was three notches
above normal. The relative humidity was 63 per cent, which made all the
difference. The minimum temperature was 28.6 degree Celsius, which
was a couple of notches above normal. There is a warning for heatwave
to severe heatwave conditions at isolated places over the state. The hottest
district in the state was Banda, which
recorded a maximum temperature of
49 degree Celsius, followed by Jhansi
48 degree Celsius, Allahabad 46
degree Celsius, and Hamirpur 45.2
degree Celsius.
Dust storms and thunderstorms

accompanied by gusty winds (30-40
kmph) and lightning are likely at isolated places over the state. The forecast for Lucknow is partly cloudy
skies with possibilities of rain and

thunderstorm in some areas. The
maximum and minimum temperatures are expected to be around 42
degree Celsius and 28 degree Celsius,
respectively.

UPSRTC cashes in on rush to hilly areas
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

he Uttar Pradesh State Road
Transport
Corporation
T
(UPSRTC) is earning handsome
revenue on the routes of Dehradun,
Haridwar and Kathgodam because
of the weather conditions prevailing there. UPSRTC regional manager PK Bose, while talking to The
Pioneer, said there was 100 per cent
occupancy on the buses on these
routes. “We have earned close to Rs

40-50 lakh since the last week of
May when the trips started. We are
earning Rs 30,000 per trip
and Rs 3 lakh to Rs 3.5 lakh per
day,” he said.
He added that they were running six ordinary air-conditioned
buses and five high-end buses on
these routes. “There is a demand for
these routes because of the combination of scorching heat in the state
and summer vacations,” he added.
Bose said that the buses took close

to 10-11 hours and were preferred
due to lack of trains on these
routes.
Asked whether they faced any
problems as the routes were jampacked by the continuous traffic
flow, the UPSRTC regional manager said the buses were going till the
lower levels on the hills whereas the
traffic snarls were taking place on
higher routes. He said that the buses
were leaving from Charbagh as well
as Kaiserbagh bus stations.
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Stress on identifying, notifying
missing cases of tuberculosis
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

TB officer Dr Santosh
Gupta on Tuesday gave details
Sof thetate
various programmes and
schemes being run in Uttar
Pradesh to eradicate tuberculom0iz0 ikoj Vªkl
a fe'ku dkjiksj's ku
fyfeVsM bZ&fufonk frfFk foLrkj
lwpuk bl dk;kZy; dh bZ&fufonk
la[;k 280 &fo-ik-ea-iz-y-@2018&19 tks fd
iwoZ fu/kkZfjr fnukad esa fdUgha vifjgk;Z
dkj.kksa ls ifjorZu gksus ds dkj.k vc fnukad
21-06-2019 dks 16-00 cts rd viyksM
dh tk;saxh ,oa fnukad 22-06-2019 dks
14-00 cts [kksyh tk;sx
a hA bZ&VsUMfjax fufonk
dh vU; fu;e o 'krsaZ iwooZ r~ jgsx
a hA v/kh{k.k
vfHk;Urk] fo|qr ikjs"k.k e.My&izFke] m0iz0
ikoj VªkUlfe'ku dkWjiksj's ku fy0 d{k
la0&111 ls 114] Hkw&ry] ikjs"k.k Hkou]
foHkwfr [k.M&AA] xkserh uxj] y[kuÅA
i=kad 1104 fnukad 11-06-2019 ^^jk"Vªfgr
esa fctyh cpk;sa**A

e/;kapy fo|qr forj.k
fuxe fyfeVsM bZ&fufonk
lwpuk v/kksgLrk{kjh }kjk
vuqHkoh ,oa dk;Z esa n{k
Bsdns kjksa ls bZ&fufonk;sa nks Hkkxksa esa
fuEu fooj.k vuqlkj m0iz0 ljdkj
ds iksVy
Z etender.up.nic.in ij
vkeaf=r dh tkrh gSA fufonk lEcU/kh
fooj.k www.mvvnl.in ij Hkh
voyksfdr fd;k tk ldrk gSA
1- vYidkyhu bZ&fufonk la0&36@
fodk'kkea@ 2019&20 ifjorZ d
ejEer dk;Z'kkyk&gjnksbZ izFke 'ksM
esa 10 ls 100 dsoh, {kerk ds
{kfrxzLr ifjorZdksa ds ejEer dk
dk;ZA fufonk izi= ewY; :0
11800-00 ,oa /kjksgj jkf'k :0
70000-00A fufonk dks viyksM djus
dh vafre frfFk 27-06-2019 le;
17%00 cts rd rFkk izFke&Hkkx
[kqyus dh frfFk 28-06-2019 le;
14%00 ctsA 2- bZ&fufonk la0&37@
fodk'kkea@ 2019&20 ifjorZ d
ejEer dk;Z'kkyk&y[kheiqj esa 10
,oa 16 dsoh, flaxy Qsl xksy ckWMh
{kerk ds {kfrxzLr ifjorZdksa ds
ejEer dk dk;ZA fufonk izi= ewY;
:0 5900-00 ,oa /kjksgj jkf'k :0
30000-00A fufonk dks viyksM djus
dh vafre frfFk 11-07-2019 le;
17%00 cts rd rFkk izFke&Hkkx
[kqyus dh frfFk 12-07-2019 le;
14%00 ctsA v/kh{k.k vfHHk;Urk] fo|qr
dk;Z'kkyk e.My] e0fo0fo0fu0fy0]
y[kuÅ i=ka d &539 fnuka d
11-6-2019 ^^jk"Vª fgr esa fctyh
cpk;sa**

sis (TB) by the year 2025.
Dr Gupta was speaking at
a consultation on ‘National
and State Response to TB’, held
under the auspices of Health
department and National
Health Mission, and organised
by Center for Advocacy and
Research (CFAR).
“The emphasis is on identifying and notifying the missing cases of TB at the earliest.
There are about one million
missing cases in the country.
We are seeking support of the
Postal department to transport
sputum samples from community and primary health centres in the remote areas to the
District Hospital to ensure
the samples are tested at the
earliest. Initially, this scheme is
being started in four districts
— Badaun, Chandauli, Agra
and Lucknow,” he said.
He said that campaigns
were being conducted from
time to time throughout the
State. “Nearly 20,000 new cases
have been identified in the
three phases run till date. In
the present phase during the
campaign being run from June
10 to 22, the target is to identify 7,000 new cases. Those
found positive for TB are put
on treatment immediately.
There has been 36 per cent
increase in notification of TB
patients in 2018. About 3.09

lakh TB patients were notified
in the year 2017 whereas this
figure was 4.22 lakh in 2018.
The notifications in private
sector have also increased by
about 77 per cent. About
52,000 patients have been notified since January this year,” he
added.
Dr Gupta said that after
the arrival of cartridge-based
nucleic acid amplification test
(CBNAAT) machine, the test
report is obtained within two
hours. So far, 141 CBNAAT
machines are operational
across UP. In addition,
Nikshay Poshan Programme is
also proving to be effective.
Under this, the TB patients are
being given Rs 500 per month
during treatment so that they
can also take nutritious diet
along with medication.
Vice-chairman of National
TB Task Force and former
director of Patel Chest Institute
(Delhi) Dr Rajendra Prasad
highlighted the scenario in
global and Indian context. He
said that India was fully prepared to tackle all types of TB
cases. He also described the
missing cases as a major challenge in the eradication of TB
by 2025. He said it was also a
challenge to contain the growing number of multi-drug
resistant (MDR) and extensively drug-resistant (EXDR)

TB patients because such cases
are increasing every year.
“The 2015 data suggested
about 10.4 million new people
were infected across the world
and of them, 1.8 million died.
At the same time, 2.8 million
people were infected in India
while 4.8 lakh died. One of the
biggest challenges is the tendency of patients to seek treatment in the private sector.
What is worrisome about this
is the suboptimal quality of
treatment provided by private
hospitals,” he said.
Head of the department of
Pulmonary Medicine, King
George’s Medical University,
and chairman of Uttar Pradesh
Tuberculosis Control Task
Force (RNTCP) Dr Suryakant
said TB is an infectious disease
that spreads through microbacterium tuberculosis. He
said that about two billion in
the world while 500 million
people in India are infected
with TB, but they all do not
have active TB disease. “The
number of active TB patients
in the world is 10 million, and
this number is almost 2.8 million in India,” he added.
Dr Suryakant reiterated
that the dream of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
eliminate TB by 2025 could
not be fulfilled until people’s
nutrition was not improved.

Campaign to
rescue child
labourers
Lucknow (PNS): District
Magistrate Kaushal Raj Sharma
presided over a review meeting
of the Child Labour campaign
on Tuesday. The campaign
which had started on June 10
will continue till June 15. The
DM said that under this campaign, the child labourers
working at hotels, restaurants,
dhabas and roadside vends,
factories and loco-workshops
would be rescued.
He added that the children
being forced to beg on roads
would also be rescued. The
DM asserted that no child
under the age of 14 was
allowed to work to eke out
livelihood.
The DM also constituted a
team of officials from Lucknow
Municipal Corporation, Police,
Labour, Basic Shiksha and
Health departments.
He said that the officials
would conduct checking drives
in their respective areas. He
added that 250 hotspots had
also been identified for the
purpose. After Sharma was
informed that 215 child labour
cases were pending, he issued
directions for immediate resolution. He said that for forcing a minor to work, the minimum penalty was Rs 20,000
and the maximum was Rs
50,000. The minimum jail
term was six months and the
maximum was two years.

Congress leaders Siraj Mehndi & Acharya Pramod Krishnam, actor Raza Murad and others take part in an ‘Eid Milan’ programme organised by National Ittehad-e-Millat
at Hotel Clarks Avadh in Lucknow on Tuesday
Pioneer

2 killed, 4 hurt in road mishaps
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

wo persons were killed
and four injured in two
separate road mishaps in
Itaunja and Nigoha on
Tuesday. In Itaunja, A SUV
coming to Lucknow overturned after its tyre got deflated at the toll tax plaza on
Tuesday evening. Five persons
sitting in the SUV suffered
injuries. Commuters helped in
rushing the victims to hospital where one succumbed to
injuries. The identity of the
deceased was yet to be ascertained. Two of the injured
were identified as Harsh
Nigam and Vivek Tripathi,
both of Sitapur.
In Nigoha, a youth identified as Praveen Kumar

T

Kewat of Chhattisgarh died
after he came under the
wheels of a tractor on Tuesday
morning. Reports said
Praveen was going to a brick
field in the area by a tractor.
Around 7 am, when the tractor reached Sirs village in the
area, the driver applied brakes
all of a sudden. Praveen fell off
the tractor and came under a
wheel.

FIRE BREAKS OUT AT
INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK

A fire broke out at the
Aliganj branch of Indian
Overseas Bank on Tuesday
morning. No casualty was
reported in the mishap while
the losses were being estimated. Panic gripped the bank
staff and those in other estab-

lishments situated in the fourstorey commercial complex.
As per reports, some
employees saw fumes emanating from the cash counter
and raised an alarm. By the
time the police and firemen
could reach the scene, the fire
had assumed a violent proportion and engulfed other sections of the bank.
The police spokesman said
sparks flew near the cash
counter of the bank around 8
am and some documents, furniture and computers were
burnt. “The bank was closed
when the fire broke out. We
pressed three fire tenders and
the fire was contained before
it could cause heavy damages,” the police spokesman
claimed.

Students at National PG College to appear in BSc entrance exam on Tuesday

Pioneer

‘Contractor’s wife killed by
daughter’s former lover’
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

hree days after the sensational murder of electrical
T
contractor’s wife Kiran Verma
in Gudamba, the Lucknow
police on Monday claimed that
the killer was former lover of
victim’s daughter. However, the
claim that the victim was blackmailing the accused left doubts.
“We arrested a youth identified as Abhay Kumar Singh of
Barabanki in this connection
and he confessed to his crime
during interrogation,” ASP,
trans-Gomti, Amit Kumar said.
The ASP said Abhay visited the house of Kiran on the
fateful evening (June 8) and slit
Kiran’s throat during a verbal
spat at latter’s house where
she was all alone.
“Abhay had chalked out the
diabolic plot several days in
advance. To implement his
plan, he gave a Gomti Nagar
multiplex movie ticket to the

victim’s son on June 8 afternoon. After victim’s son left
home, Abhay reached there
and killed Kiran,” the ASP
said. About the motive for
murder, the ASP said Abhay
was intimate to victim’s elder
daughter for a period over ten
years and the victim was blackmailing Abhay on this count.
“Abhay disclosed us that he
was in love with victim’s daughter and Kiran knew that. She
was in possession of some
video and photographs of
Abhay and was threatening to
make it public. Using this trick,
she forced Abhay to meet the
expenses for the marriage of
her elder daughter with whom
Abhay was in love. She had
promised to destroy the video
and the photographs, but
reneged from her promise after
her daughter’s marriage was
solemnised. This caused a lot
of bickering between Abhay
and Kiran and he killed her

later,” the ASP explained.
He said Abhay worked as
Ola cab driver. “On the fateful
day, he dropped the passengers
at their respective destinations
and later parked the car. He
reached Kiran’s house and
asked her to damage the video
and photographs. This snowballed into a verbal spat during
which he slit her throat with a
knife. We recovered the knife
from the accused’s possession,”
he said.
The police had no answer
when asked if the victim’s family knew about the differences
between her and Abhay. The
cops were at a loss of words also
when asked why none of her
neighbours heard her crying
when the accused assaulted
her. “The victim must have
offered resistance on being
attacked or cried for help. That
Kiran’s dog did not bark when
she was being attacked sounds
strange,” sources said.

Fresh layout to make Gomti
Nagar Extn ‘smart colony’
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

ucknow Development
Authority (LDA) has
L
rehashed the layout of Gomti
Nagar Extension with a view to
attaining the status of ‘smart
colony’. The main focus will be
on better and well-organised
garbage management system,
sewer treatment, recycling of
water and garbage dumping
ground to give the area an
attractive look.
The emphasis will be on
infrastructure in the area which
is still undeveloped. The idea is
to ensure hygienic conditions
in the area. Besides, the amended blueprint also includes several parking lots to prevent bottlenecks due to parking of
vehicles on roadside.
LDA Vice-Chairman PN
Singh said that a team from the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs would inspect the

Gomti Nagar Extension next
week. The team members, said
to be experts in civil engineering, will examine the fresh
layout and pin-point the anomalies which need to be removed
by the mapping department.
Once the fresh layout is
finalised, it will be sent to the
state government with estimated costs. The project will be
funded jointly by the state government and Centre.
It is said to be LDA’s dream
project as the officials had lost
hope in Gomti Nagar attaining
special status. The area was dismissed by a group of experts
thrice as the one with poor traffic management and poor sanitation conditions.
Gomti Nagar Extension is
spread in 1,000 acre with little
resources of drinking water.
The LDA administration has
taken initiatives to develop a
technology to recycle the water.

Chief engineer IS Singh said
the project had already been
launched and work in this
regard was in progress. “The
technology is being developed
with the assistance of a prestigious local institute,” he added
Eight giant-sized parking
lots have been designed for cars
and two-wheelers to avoid congestion on roads. Besides, over
200 medium parking lots will
be developed along with pavements. No parking will be
allowed in spaces other than
the authorized places.
The LDA Vice-Chairman
said its field workers would be
told to be strict on the parking
issue. Disciplinary action
would be taken against field
staffers in case of the any violation, he added.
The
Gomti
Nagar
Extension will likely start by
September and is expected to
be completed within five years.

‘Several works of Smart City projects pending’
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

istrict Magistrate Kaushal
Raj Sharma presided over
D
a meeting on issues of vending

A bhandara was organised by UP Zila Manyata Prapt Patrakar Association,
symbolising Hindu-Muslim unity on the occasion of last Bada Mangal

SCHOOLSCAN

A 66-member student delegation of City Montessori School on Tuesday left for
USA on an educational excursion and to perform yoga at the UNO Headquarters in
New York. Before their departure, the students and teachers, led by CMS president
Geeta Gandhi Kingdon, met Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at his residence
in New Delhi.

zones, the Integrated
Management System, Smart
City works and the verification
of the auto-tempo routes in the
Abdul Kalam Hall at the
Collectorate. It was attended by
senior officials which included
Municipal Commissioner
Indramani Tripathi, and SSP
Kalanidhi Naithani. The DM
said that several works of the
Smart City Project were pending because the NoCs had not
been provided by the departments concerned.
He said that the Lucknow
Development Authority had
to construct 40 bus shelters
while only 11 had been constructed. Out of the remaining
some were being constructed
while the NoCs were required
for the others. The DM directed the Lucknow Development
Authority to obtain an NoC for
the remaining work and get it
completed within the stipulated period. PWD had two pending NoCs for the Smart City
projects for which the DM
had issued directions that the
clearance should be given soon.

DM Kaushal Raj Sharma presiding over a meeting on Tuesday

Similarly when he was
informed that the NoCs of
two bus shelters which had to
be constructed on the Shaheed
Path were pending with the
NHAI, he directed it to give it
the nod. The District Magistrate
was informed that under the
Integrated Traffic Management
System work was being carried
out on two corridors at 20
crossings till June 30. He was
informed that the NoC for the
19 corridors was pending with
the NHAI to which the latter
said that the clearance would be
given soon. The District

Magistrate further said that all
the NoCs should be provided by
Wednesday evening or action
would be taken against the officials for showing laxity.
Regarding the issue of
vending zone, he said that 168
vending zones had been identified in eight zones and their
physical verification would be
carried out by the zonal officials
in two or three days. He said
that the Nagar Nigam had
received applications from
12,328 vendors and their physical verification would also
begin soon after which their

shifting would be done.
Next the DM took up the
discussion on the routes of the
tempos and autos. The meeting
decided the 44 routes of the city
on which the autos and tempos
would ply and added that in the
next two or three days they
should be finalised by the
department. He said that the
autos and tempos would not ply
on the main road because they
cause traffic snarls. He said
that the rules on the number of
people travelling in the autos
and tempos should also be followed firmly.
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CYCLONE VAYU

Gujarat, Maha on high alert
PNS n NEW DELHI

ven as the entire India is
reeling under heatwave,
E
coastal areas in south Gujarat
and Maharashtra have been put
on high alert as Cyclon Vayu
may cross the Gujarat coast
between Porbandar and
Mahuva around Veraval and
Diu early morning on
Thursday (June 13) with wind
speeds between 110 and 135
kmph over waters of the
Arabian sea.
As Cyclone Vayu forms in
the next two days and heads to
the Gujarat coast, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said that the cyclonic
Vayu is located around 650 km
south of Veraval coast and is
"very likely to intensify further
into a severe cyclonic storm" in
the next 12 hours. It has also
issued a warning of heavy rains
and high winds at a speed of
over 110 kilometres on June 13
and 14 in coastal areas of
Saurashtra and Kutch. Mumbai
will also get affected by cyclonic
Vayu, but not severely. Coastal
areas in Karnataka, Kerala,
Konkan,
Goa
and
Lakshadweep are also expected to receive fairly widespread
rainfall over the next three
days. The cyclone, while not
hitting the state, is likely to
result in gusty winds and a turbulent sea," the IMD said.
The coastal districts of

Gujarat where the cyclone's
impact will be felt are
Bhavnagar, Amreli, GirSomnath,
Junagadh,
Porbandar,
Jamnagar,
Devbhoomi-Dwarka, Rajkot,
Morbi and Kutch. Schools and
colleges of these districts have
decided to remain shut
between June 12 and 14. The
Gujarat Government is adopting the model of Odisha that
had put in place to tackle
Cyclone Fani.
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday chaired
a high-level meeting to review
the preparedness of state and
central ministries and agencies
concerned to deal with the situation arising Cyclone Vayu.
The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) has
pre-positioned 25 teams, comprising about 45 personnel
each, and the rescuers are
equipped with boats, tree-cut-

ters and telecom equipment.
After the review meeting,
Shah directed the senior officers to take every possible
measure to ensure that people
are safely evacuated and to
ensure maintenance of all
essential services such as
power, telecommunications,
health, drinking water etc and
that these are restored immediately in the event of damages
caused to them. He also directed for 24X7 functioning of control rooms.
The meeting was attended
by home secretary, secretary
Ministry of Earth Sciences,
and senior officers of IMD and
Ministry of Home Affairs.
Cabinet Secretary has also convened the meeting of National
Crisis Management Committee
on Tuesday evening to review
the preparedness of the state
and central agencies. Chief
Secretaries of Gujarat and

Advisor to Administrator of
Diu will also attend the meeting. Home Ministry, in a statement, said that it was is in continuous touch with the state
governments and Union
Territories and the central
agencies concerned.
In its forecast for June 13,
the IMD said, "Gale wind speed
of the order of 110-120 kmph
gusting to 135 kmph very likely over north Arabian Sea and
Gujarat coast in morning hours
and decrease gradually thereafter. It is very likely to be 5060 kmph gusting to 70 kmph
over north Maharashtra Coasts
and northern parts of eastcentral Arabian Sea." Cyclone
Vayu might bring light showers to cities, like Ahmedabad,
Gandhinagar, Surat, Rajkot,
Veraval and Bhuj on June 12
and June 13.
Cyclone Vayu will not get
strong as Fani did. According
to meteorologists, cyclones in
the Arabian Sea are not as
intense as those formed over
the Bay of Bengal, which also
tend to form over a longer
duration.
The recent cyclone Fani,
which hit the eastern coast in
May, brought winds gusting up
to 220 kmph, ravaging coastal
areas in Odisha. The cyclone
was also the longest lasting
cyclone over the Bay of Bengal,
travelling for as many as 11
days.

LS poll defeat: Raj Rahul, Priyanka
Cong leader alleges slam UP Govt over
‘internal conspiracy' scribes’ arrest
PNS n NEW DELHI/JAIPUR

ifferences in the Rajasthan
Congress once again came
to the fore on Tuesday with the
party’s Lok Sabha candidate
from the Jaipur (Urban) segment claiming that an “internal conspiracy” led to her
defeat in the recently-held elections. Former Jaipur mayor
Jyoti Khandelwal blamed the
party’s State vice-president
Archana Sharma for her defeat.
The fresh internal squabble
in Rajasthan comes a day after
Navjot Singh Sidhu complained
to party high command against
Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh.
Jyoti claimed that Archana
Sharma, who was the Congress
candidate from Malviya Nagar
in the 2018 assembly elections,
and her husband "conspired"
for her defeat. "I have submitted a report to the state
Congress president to probe
the reasons of the defeat by taking the Malviya Nagar assembly segment as a pilot project,"
she said.
Jyoti Kahndelwal's remarks
have come at a time when the
Congress high command has
issued an advisory asking its
Rajasthan leaders to refrain
from making statements that
could hurt the party's dignity.

D

Even earlier she claimed to
have written to AICC chief
Rahul Gandhi to conduct an
inquiry into the issue.
Claiming that some "leaders decided to make the BJP
victorious", Khandelwal added,
"I have a footage of the conversation of Archana Sharma's
husband. There was no party
worker to man the booths in
the Malviya Nagar assembly
segment."
The Congress
leader rejected that there was a
Modi wave.
"There was no 'Modi
Tsunami' on the Jaipur (Urban)
parliamentar y seat. The
Congress got more votes this
time and the winning margin
of the BJP candidate reduced,"
she said, adding that the party's
vote share went up from 23 per
cent in the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections to 33 per cent this
time. Sharma refused to comment on the issue.
However, Sharma said she
didn't have any objection to
making Malviya Nagar a part
of the pilot project to probe the
reasons of the election drubbing. "I don't want to react to
her statements. Make Malviya
Nagar a part of the pilot project. Reasons of the defeat in
other assembly segments
should also be considered,"
Sharma said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

ongress president Rahul
Gandhi and party general
C
secretary Priyanka Gandhi on
Tuesday hit out at the Uttar
Pradesh Government over the
arrest of scribe Prashant Kanojia
and the editor and the head of
a Noida-based TV channel.
Rahul Gandhi also claimed that
if every journalist who files a
false report or peddles fake,
vicious RSS/BJP sponsored propaganda about him is put in jail,
most newspapers or news channels would face a severe staff
shortage.
"The UP CM is behaving
foolishly and needs to release the
arrested journalists," the
Congress president tweeted.
Retweeting Rahul Gandhi's
tweet, AICC in-charge Uttar
Pradesh (East) Priyanka Gandhi
also attacked the state government over the issue.
"Instead of working on the
issues of the people, the UP government is cracking the whip of
fear on journalists, farmers and
representatives," she tweeted in
Hindi.
Kanojia, Anuj Shukla, who
is the editor of Noida-based TV
channel Nation Live, and its
head Ishika Singh, have faced
police action over the release of
alleged objectionable content
against the UP chief minister.

Rahul and Priyanka's attack
on the UP government came on
a day the Supreme Court
ordered immediate release of
Kanojia, saying the fundamental right to liberty is "sacrosanct"
and "non-negotiable".
The Editors Guild had on
Sunday condemned the arrest of
Kanojia, Singh and Shukla,
describing the police action as an
"authoritarian misuse of laws"
and an effort to intimidate the
press. An FIR was registered
against Kanojia at Hazratganj
police station in Lucknow on
Friday night in which it was
alleged that the accused made
"objectionable comments against
the CM and tried to malign his
image".
Kanojia had shared a video
on Twitter and Facebook where
a woman is seen speaking to
reporters of various media
organisations outside the CM's
office, claiming that she had
sent a marriage proposal to
Adityanath. A group of journalists and activists had held a
protest here on Monday over
the arrests.

Praful Patel appears before ED for 2nd day
PNS n NEW DELHI

ormer Civil Aviation
Minister and NCP leader
Praful Patel appeared before
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) for the second day on
Tuesday for questioning in
connection with a money laundering probe related to a multicrore civil aviation scam
involving alleged irregular
allotment of routes to foreign
airlines to the detriment of Air
India during his tenure as
Civil Aviation Minister. He
was grilled for nine hours.
Patel was on Monday also
grilled by the agency for about
eight hours. Patel's statement
was recorded under Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) on both the days,
sources said.
The case emerges from a
criminal complaint registered
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by the ED for alleged irregularities in fixing air slots for
international airlines that led to
losses for Air India. A case for
purchase of 111 aircraft for the
national carrier during Patel's
tenure is also under scanner of
the agency.
Patel has also been named
in a recent chargesheet filed by
the ED before a court, as a person known to alleged aviation
lobbyist Deepak Talwar.
Talwar was arrested by the
ED earlier this year.
Patel who is a Rajya Sabha
MP and a senior Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) leader
was heading the civil aviation
ministry between 2004 and
2011 but has not been mentioned as an accused in the ED
case.
The nature of questions
posed to Patel could not be
immediately known.

The ED has questioned a
number of persons from the
senior management of the
state-owned airline and the
civil aviation ministry.
The ED chargesheet in the
case named Talwar and claimed
he was in regular touch with
Patel. The agency has alleged
that Talwar finalised various
communications addressed to
Patel on behalf of Emirates and
Air Arabia.
Talwar obtained undue
favours for the private airlines
using his contacts, according to
the chargesheet.
The ED chargesheet has
also alleged that Talwar was
engaged in lobbying with
politicians, ministers, public
servants and officials in the civil
aviation ministry for Emirates,
Air Arabia and Qatar Airways
in order to secure undue benefits for these airlines.

CBI files two fresh FIRs against
absconding diamantaire Jatin Mehta
New Delhi: The CBI has
booked absconding diamantaire Jatin Mehta in two fresh
cases pertaining to an alleged
loan fraud of over `587.55
crore on complaints from the
Bank of Maharashtra and the
Union Bank of India, and carried out searches in these cases,
officials said.
According to the complaints from the two state-run
banks, Mehta allegedly cheated the Bank of Maharashtra to
the tune of `323.40 crore, while
the Union Bank of India suffered a loss of `264.15 crore,
they said.
On the basis of complaints
from both the banks, the CBI
has registered two separate

FIRs against Mehta and his
company, Winsome Diamonds
and Jewellery.
The agency has booked
the company, its original promoter Mehta, whole-time
directors Ramesh I Parikh and
Ravichandran Ramasamy,
independent director Harish
Ratilal Mehta and Jordanian
national Hathyam Salman Ali
Abu Obeidah on the basis of
the complaint from the Bank of
Maharashtra.
In the FIR filed on the basis
of the complaint from the
Union Bank of India, the CBI
has named the company,
Mehta, Bombay Diamonds
Company Pvt Ltd and Obeidah
as accused.
PTI

HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhariyal ‘Nishank' on Tuesday conducted a review meeting of the stakeholders of school education
with heads of CBSE, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya sharing details of their organisations. KVS
Commissioner Santosh Kumar Mall is seen in forefront in this image informing the Minister about the performance of Class
10th and 12th of KVs in the recently announced results, including competitive examinations
Pioneer photo

Govt sets target of providing clean BJP MP Virendra Kumar appointed RSS to confer Narad
Pro-tem Speaker of Lok Sabha
drinking water to all by 2024
Samman journalists
PNS n NEW DELHI

he Modi Government is formulating a plan to provide clean drinking water to nearly 14 crore households.
The Government has target of providing clean drinking water to all by
2024, Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said on Tuesday.
"The Prime Minister has set a target and our party manifesto talks about
providing clean drinking water by 2024.
There are nearly 14 crore households
where clean drinking water is yet to
reach," Shekhawat told reporters here.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
during his poll campaign, had promised
to integrate all ministries that look after
water-related issues into one ministry
-- the Jal Shakti Minsitry. The BJP had
also promised to provide clean drinking water to all households in the country.
He said in states like Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh,

T

Jharkhand and Odisha, the coverage of
clean drinking water is less than five per
cent. Shekhawat said nearly 81 per cent
of total habitations in the country
have drinking water supply.
Water falls under the state list of the
Constitution and participation of states
is crucial to make the mission of providing clean drinking water a success.
Shekhawat held discussions with
officials and ministers from several
states looking after water-related issues.
Addressing them, the Minister said
there has to be a holistic approach
towards water supply
and demand. He also urged the
state governments to integrate waterrelated work under one single department.
The Minister said there was no representation from West Bengal in the
meeting. He said an emphasis will also
be made on water conservation, citing
the widening gap between water supply and demand.

awards on June 29

PNS n NEW DELHI

even-term BJP MP and former
Union Minister Virendra Kumar,
who is also a Dalit leader from
Madhya Pradesh, was on Tuesday
appointed the Pro-tem Speaker. He
will administer the oath of office to
newly elected members of Lok Sabha.
Senior Lok Sabha members
Bhartruhari Mahtab, Kodikunil Suresh
and Brijbhushan Sharan Singh have
been appointed by President Ram
Nath Kovind as persons before whom
MPs can take the oath as well on June
17 and 18.
As a pro-tem speaker, Kumar will
preside over the first sitting of the Lok
Sabha and administer the oath of office
to the newly-elected MPs and will also
oversee the election of the Lok Sabha
speaker, scheduled on July 19. There
are speculations in political circles that
BJP may field Kumar for the post of
Lok Sabha Speaker.

S

VP Naidu likely to
attend ceremony
There were reports that being a
senior most MP, Maneka Gandhi may
also be considered for the post of the
Speaker. Besides these two leaders, former Union ministers Radha Mohan
Singh, Jual Oram, and S S Ahluwalia
are seen as contenders for the post. The
first session of the newly-constituted
17th Lok Sabha will be held from June
17 to July 26.
Sources also suggested that the BJP
may offer deputy speaker's post to the
BJD, which is not a part of the ruling
National Democratic Alliance (NDA)
but at time has supported the government in Parliament, or one of its
allies such as Shiv Sena.

New Delhi: RSS joint general
secretary Manmohan Vaidya
will confer the 'Narad Samman'
journalism awards on June 29,
which is likely to be attended by
Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu.
According to the RSS's communication wing Indraprastha
Vishwa Samvad Kendra (IVSK),
the awards are constituted in
memory of the "first-ever and
the most eminent journalistscholar of the universe, namely
Narad Maharishi".
The IVSK has already invited applications from journalists

based in Delhi-NCR for work
done in 2018. There are a total
nine award categories this year,
the sangh's communication
wing said in a statement.
The categories for which the
awards will be given are - reporting on women issues, reporting
on rural issues, for a young
reporter below 30 years with up
to three years experience, for a
photo journalist, for digital
media and social media, among
others. The last date for submitting applications for the
awards is June 15. It will be evaluated by a jury of eminent journalists, including Prabhu
Chawla, Ashok Tandon, K G
Suresh, Umesh Upadhyay,
Sachchidanand Joshi, Hitesh
Shanker and Parijat Kaul. PTI

Cabinet may
consider fresh
Bill to ban triple
talaq today
New Delhi: The Union Cabinet
is likely to take a call on a fresh
Bill to ban the practice of instant
triple talaq in its meeting on
Wednesday, sources said.
Once passed by Parliament,
the proposed bill will replace an
ordinance issued earlier this
year.
With the dissolution of the
16th Lok Sabha last month, the
contentious bill had lapsed as it
could not be passed by
Parliament and was pending in
Rajya Sabha.
Bills that are introduced in
Rajya Sabha and are pending
there do not lapse with the dissolution of Lok Sabha. Bills
passed by Lok Sabha and pending in the Rajya Sabha, however, lapse.
PTI

STAMPEDE OUTSIDE TN TEMPLE

From Jaguar to AN-32, IAF lost
SC waives priest's bail condition of `70L nearly 10 aircraft this year
New Delhi: In a relief to the
priest arrested following the
death of seven pilgrims in a
stampede outside a Tamil Nadu
temple, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday waived the condition
of paying `70 lakh for grant of
bail to him.
The chief priest of the temple in Tiruchirappalli had
moved the top court against the
order of the Madras High
Court which had imposed a
bail condition on him that he
would pay `10 lakh each by
bank drafts in the name of one
family member of each of the
seven deceased.
On April 21, seven pilgrims
were killed and 10 injured in a
stampede outside the temple on
the occasion of the 'Chitra
Pournami' festival.
A vacation bench com-

prising Justices Indira Banerjee
and Ajay Rastogi was told that
the state government and the
Centre have already paid a
compensation of `1 lakh and
`2 lakh respectively to "the victims".

"Having regard to the facts
and circumstances of the case
and the allegations in the FIR,
we deem it appropriate to
waive the condition of payment
to the family members/legal
heirs of the deceased victims

for the purpose of grant of bail,"
the bench said.
"The concerned Judicial
Magistrate may grant bail on
conditions as he may deem fit
to his satisfaction. We order
accordingly," the court said.
The bench said the high
court cannot be faulted in the
case as it was clear from the
order that the lawyer appearing
for the priest had offered to pay
`10 lakh to the family members
or legal heirs of each of the
deceased.
"In this court it is submitted that the petitioner, who was
rendering devotional services
in a relatively small Temple at
Tiruchirapalli, with little
income does not have the requisite funds," the bench noted
in its order.
"If the petitioner lacks

funds, undertaking ought not
to have been given to the court.
Be that as it may, it is well settled that bail cannot be made
conditional upon heavy
deposits beyond the financial
capacity of an applicant for
bail," it said.
The bench said the priest
was not even named in the FIR
and as per averments made in
the FIR, it "does not appear that
the petitioner was responsible
for the death."
"There appears to have
been suffocation due to congestion and rush. Even otherwise, it does not appear incarceration of the petitioner is
necessary for investigation or
that the petitioner will evade
the process of law or tamper
with evidence if set at liberty,"
the bench said.
PTI

New Delhi: The Indian Air
Force has lost nearly 10 aircraft
this year, the latest being an AN32, whose wreckage was spotted
on Tuesday in a heavily- forested mountainous terrain in
Arunachal Pradesh, eight days
after it went missing after taking off from Assam's Jorhat.
From Mirage 2000 to MiG27, many of these aircraft had
crashed in the month of
February, officials said.
In January, a Jaguar aircraft
of the Indian Air Force had
crashed in Uttar Pradesh's
Kushinagar district, with the
pilot ejecting safely, local police
had said.
The military aircraft had
crashed soon after taking off on
a routine mission from the
Gorakhpur Air Force Station.

District magistrate Anil
Kumar Singh had then said, the
incident took place around
noon time when the pilot had
sensed some problem in the
plane and turned it towards a
safe destination before jumping
to safety.
On February 19, a pilot was
killed and two others had ejected to safety when two aircraft of
IAF's aerobatic team Surya
Kiran crashed near the
Yelahanka airbase in Bengaluru,
a day before the opening of the
Aero India show.
The two Hawk aeroplanes
had collided mid-air and
crashed, killing Wg Cdr Sahil
Gandhi and injuring Wg Cdr V
T Shelke and Sqn Ldr T J
Singh.
Earlier in February, a Mirage

2000 aircraft of the IAF had
crashed at the HAL airport in
Bengaluru killing a pilot on the
spot and leaving another critically injured, police had said.
The HAL, in a statement,
had said the incident occurred
at 10.30 am during a sortie.
In the same month, a MIG27 fighter aircraft of IAF had
crashed in Eta village in Pokaran
tehsil of Rajasthan's Jaisalmer
district, a defence official had
said.
"A MIG-27 aircraft airborne from Jaisalmer crashed
during a routine mission today
evening. Pilot ejected safely. A
Court of Inquiry will investigate
the cause of the accident,"
defence spokesperson Col
Sombit Ghosh had said after the
incident.
PTI
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SC order has reaffirmed belief
in Constitution: Kanojia’s wife
PTI n NEW DELHI

he wife of journalist
Prashant Kanojia, who was
arrested for allegedly making
objectionable comments
against Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, on
Tuesday said the Supreme
Court decision to grant him
bail has reaffirmed her belief in
the Constitution.
Jagisha Arora said that the
Uttar Pradesh police had acted
in an “unconstitutional” manner in arresting her husband.
She told reporters that the
judges too have remarked that
it was an over-the-top step
taken by the state police for a
tweet made by her husband
and that it should not have
been done.
“The Uttar Pradesh police
acted in an unconstitutional
manner but we followed all the
process constitutionally and
moved the Supreme Court,” she
said. Asked about the tweet
posted by Kanojia, she said it
was made on a lighter note and
there was nothing inappropriate about them.
“I stand by what he has
tweeted as he has not made any
indecent remark rather it was
humorous.“The people who

Mamata’s speeches fuelled
Sandeshkhali clashes: Roy
PTI n SANDESHKHALI (WB)

Journalist Prashant kanojia’s wife adressing media persons outside SC

are accusing him of making
outrageous tweets are nothing
but trolls, who do not have a
face or a voice. He has been
associated with ‘The Wire’ for
two years. His journalistic work
is a proof of his integrity and I
would ask all those people to go
and read the stories that he has
done,” said Arora.

Describing the events of
June 8, when Kanojia was
arrested, Arora said two policemen in plainclothes came to
their house and took him away.
“Prashant told me that
police was taking him and
asked me to inform all our
friends about it. When I asked
him why he was being arrest-

ed, he said he was being arrested for the tweets he made,” she
told media channels.
On her next course of
action, Kanojia’s wife said that
once she gets a copy of the apex
court judgment, she will go to
Lucknow, where he is being
lodged in a jail, for completing
the due legal process.

Banerjee for the violence in
Sandeshkhali that claimed
three lives, saying her speeches “fuelled” the attacks on
supporters of the saffron party.
The BJP leader, who visited Bhangipara village and met
the families of Pradip Mondal
and Sukanta Mondal killed in
the clashes, said he would
appeal to party president Amit
Shah to do whatever was
required for the assistance of
the victims’ kin.
“If anybody is to be
blamed for the incident, it is
Mamata Banerjee,” Roy said,
alleging that it was on her
directives that no one has
been arrested so far in connection
with
the
killings.“Pradip and Sukanta
were sleeping in their homes
in the afternoon. They were
dragged out and killed by
TMC workers,” he claimed.
Kayoom Mollah, whom
the TMC claims was it active
worker, was also killed in the
Saturday clashes, one of the
worst post-poll violence in
West Bengal. The TMC, however, has charged the BJP with
attacking its party workers on

that day.On Saturday, at least
three men were killed in North
24 Parganas district’s
Sandeshkhali area in clashes
between the Trinamool
Congress and BJP workers.
Roy alleged that the police
have not done anything to prevent the clashes and no arrests
have been made yet.The BJP
leader had on Monday said
that Mamata Banerjee should
give up the ‘home’ portfolio.
The chief minister has
accused the BJP of “spreading
false information as part of a
game plan to topple her government”.“This is a planted
game. Their game plan is to
throttle my voice, because

they know that Mamata
Banerjee is the only person in
the country to raise voice
against them. This conspiracy
to bring down our government
will not succeed,” the feisty
TMC supremo had said.
The BJP had called a 12hour shutdown on Monday in
Basirhat subdivision within
which the village lies, to
protest “the killing of its supporters”.
Post-poll violence has
been reported from various
places of the state after the BJP
secured 18 of the 42 Lok
Sabha seats, just four less than
that of the TMC, in West
Bengal.

Toddler pulled out dead Bombay High Court directs police
to
file
case
against
Munde
from borewell shaft
PTI n AURANGABAD

PTI n PUNJAB

village here bid a final
farewell Tuesday to twoA
year-old Fatehvir Singh, pulled
out dead from a borewell shaft
after an unsuccessful rescue
operation which lasted over four
days. Family members and other
residents of Bhagwanpura village
in Sangrur district struggled to
hold back tears as the toddler’s
body was placed in a small
wooden coffin before being consigned to the flames.
Rescue workers pulled out
the toddler at 4.45 am, after he
had remained stuck in the shaft
for nearly 110 hours, an official
said. An ambulance, with doctors
and a life-support ventilator on
board rushed him to the
PGIMER in Chandigarh, about
130 km away. Doctors there
declared him dead on arrival.

A post-mortem said he had
been dead for some days. The
body was then flown back to the
village in a helicopter arranged by
the Punjab government.
Opposition parties have accused
the state government of “negligence”. The child turned two on
Monday, when he was still stuck
at the depth of 125 feet in the 150foot borewell shaft. Rescue
workers had dug along the shaft
to reach the boy. Fatehvir was
rushed to the Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Education
and Research (PGIMER) in
Chandigarh in an ambulance,
amid police security, Sangrur
Deputy
Commissioner
Ghanshyam Thori told PTI.
There was police deployment at
PGIMER to prevent any untoward incident had run high.
A small group of protesters
had gathered at the hospital, con-

demning the “delay” in rescue
operation. In Sangrur, the body
was taken to the child’ home,
briefly allowing family members
and others to pay their respects.
The last rites were conducted following Sikh traditions. Relatives
blamed the authorities for the
death, alleging lapses in the rescue operation.
“They didn’t use the proper technique to rescue him early
on. Trial and error methods
were adopted for days. Where
were the modern methods and
technology?” a relative said.
Villagers alleged that ultimately he was pulled out from
the borewell by clamps fastened
to his hands.
“If they had to use this
method, they could have done it
much before. What was the purpose of prolonging the family’s
agony,” said a villager.

he Bombay High Court
Tuesday directed police to file
T
a case against Dhananjay Munde,
the leader of opposition in the
Maharashtra Legislative Council,
in connection with alleged illegal
purchase of government land in
Beed district. A division bench of
Justices T V Nalawade and K K
Sonawane gave the directions on
the petition filed by one Rajabhau
Phad.
According to the petition, the
land at Pus village in Ambajogai
tehsil of Beed belongs to the government and was given to the
Belkhandi Math in Beed as gift
when Ranit Wyanka Giri was its
mahant. However, as per law, the
land cannot be transferred without the government’s permission.
But after the death of Giri, his
heirs transferred the land in their
names and claimed that they are
its owners and the government

was not informed about it. The
land was later bought by Munde
on the basis of a general power of
attorney in 2012. Munde applied
for non-agricultural status (NA)
of the land and got it, the petition
alleged. Phad had approached the
Bardapur police station in Beed
seeking a criminal case to be
lodged against Munde, his wife
and others. However, when the
police failed to initiate a probe,
Phad approached the high court
claiming that the land originally
belonged to the government and
hence, cannot be sold to anyone.
He sought an FIR be lodged
under IPC Sections 420 (cheating), 467, 468 and 471 (forgery)
against Munde, his wife and 15
others. Munde’s lawyer
Siddheshwar Thombre said there
was a dispute between the then
Math mahant and priest of the
trust on this land. He said the
matter was taken to court and on
the basis of decree, another per-

Shia Central Waqf Board wrote
to the Prime Minister to shut
down the Muslim seminaries
across India and turn them into
“secular” schools affiliated to
CBSE or ICSE boards. The
Shia board alleged that
madrasas encourage students
to join terrorism.
Interestingly, Pakistan too
is bringing over 30,000
madrasas into the mainstream
education system as part of a
determined campaign to combat extremism, a PTI report
quoted military spokesperson
as saying on Monday in
Islamabad. Addressing a press
conference in Rawalpindi,
Major General Asif Ghafoor
said Pakistan had witnessed a
surge in religious seminaries
from 247 madrasas in 1947 to
2,861 in 1980. “And now there
are over 30,000 madrasas. Out
of these, only 100 are involved
in propagating terrorism,” he
said, adding that several steps
were afoot to control and bring
the seminaries into the mainstream.

was humorous.”
Jagisha said once she gets a
copy of the order she will go to
Lucknow for completing the
due legal process.
The court said the arrest
was a “glaring case of deprivation of liberty” as Kanojia has
been remanded to nearly twoweek judicial custody for
putting up posts or tweets in
social media. “May be, we don’t
appreciate these tweets, but the
question is whether he should
be behind bars for these social
media posts,” it said after perusing the tweets.
“We direct that the petitioner’s husband be immediately
released on bail on conditions
to the satisfaction of the jurisdictional Chief Judicial
Magistrate. It is made clear that
this order is not to be construed
as an approval of the
posts/tweets in the social media.
This order is passed in view of
the excessiveness of the action
taken,” the bench said.
Kanojia had allegedly
shared a video on Twitter and
Facebook wherein a woman is
seen speaking to reporters of
various media organisations
outside the chief minister’s office
in Lucknow, claiming she had
sent a marriage proposal to
Adityanath. An FIR was registered against Kanojia by a subinspector at the Hazratganj
police station in Lucknow on
the night of June 7 in which it
was alleged that the accused
made “objectionable comments
against the chief minister and
tried to malign his image”. The
journalist was arrested the next
day from his East Delhi home
and a Lucknow court remanded him to judicial custody till
June 22. He is currently lodged
in a jail in Lucknow.
During the hearing, the
apex court said it is granting bail
to Kanojia as it disapproves the
deprivation of right to liberty by
the state. “A citizen’s right to liberty is sacrosanct and nonnegotiable. It is a fundamental

right guaranteed under the
Constitution and cannot be
infringed upon by the state,” the
bench said, and asked the state
to show “magnanimity” in
releasing him. “In the facts of
the case, a person can’t be
allowed to stand 11 days behind
the bars,” the bench said, adding
that “the person is behind the
bars, which is troubling us”. The
bench also observed that even
courts have to bear the brunt of
social media. “Sometimes even
we have to suffer the brunt of
social media. Sometimes it is
just and sometimes it is unjust
but we have to exercise our
powers.” It said the court need
not comment on the nature of
the posts or tweets for which
action has been taken against
the journalist. “The question is
whether the petitioner’s husband-Prashant Kanojia ought to
have been deprived of his liberty
for the offence alleged. The
answer to that question is prima
facie in the negative,” the bench
noted in its order.
“The fundamental rights
guaranteed under the
Constitution and in particular
Articles 19 (freedom of speech
and expression) and 21 (right to
life and liberty) of the
Constitution of India are nonnegotiable,” it said.
Additional Solicitor General
(ASG) Vikramjit Banerjee and
advocate
Swarupama
Chaturvedi, appearing for the
UP government, said a habeas
corpus plea cannot be entertained as the accused is in judicial custody.
The ASG argued that a
remand order was passed by
the jurisdictional magistrate
and the petitioner should first
approach the Allahabad High
Court. He said the plea was
“not maintainable” and the
apex court does not ordinarily entertain writ petitions
unless the high court has first
been approached. To this, the
bench said, “The law is very
clear. A person cannot be

PTI n NEW DELHI

xternal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Tuesday
E
announced the commence-

JP leader Mukul Roy
Tuesday blamed West
B
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata

T

Jaishankar
announces
start of Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra

son became the owner of the land,
adding that in 2012, Munde
bought the land from that person
by adhering to all legal procedures. It was not mentioned anywhere that the land belonged to
the government, Munde’s lawyer
said while asserting that the
entire process was legal.
The Aurangabad bench of
the high court, however, said
prima facie it appears the government land was usurped and
hence, directed the Bardapur
police to file a case against Munde
and others and probe the
allegations.
Thombre later told reporters
that they would move the
Supreme Court. Reacting to the
court order, Munde asserted that
the land for the Jagmitra Sugar
Mills was purchased “as per
rules and without hoodwinking
anyone”. He accused Phad of filing the complaint against him out
of “political vendetta”. Phad is the

son-in-law of businessman
Ratnakar Gutte, whom Munde
had previously accused of securing loan in the name of farmers.
Munde also said he would
approach the apex court against
the high court’s order. The NCP
leader had last year alleged that
Gutte got loans of over Rs 5,400
crore on the basis of fake documents made in the name of
farmers. Munde then also alleged
that Gutte, the promoter of
Gangakhed Sugar and Energy
Limited in the state’s Parbhani district, had transferred bank loans
obtained by various firms into different accounts. “The land meant
for the mill was purchased as per
rules, without hoodwinking any
organisation, individual or the
government. The ruling was
obtained from the honourable
high court through Phad out of
political vendetta, as I had raised
a matter relating to Gutte,” Munde
said in a statement.

deprived of his fundamental
rights. Even if it is an Article 32
petition, the Supreme Court
can entertain it and the court
can not keep its hands folded
when there is deprivation of
right to liberty.”
It noted that as a matter of
“self imposed discipline and
considering the pressure of
mounting cases on this court”,
it has become the practice of
top court to “ordinarily” direct
the petitioner should first
approach the high court even
in cases of violation of fundamental rights.
“However, Article 32 which
is itself a fundamental right
cannot be rendered nugatory in
a glaring case of deprivation of
liberty as in the instant case,
where the jurisdictional
Magistrate has passed an order
of remand till June 22, 2019
which means that the petitioner’s husband- Prashant
Kanojia would be in custody
for about 13/14 days for putting
up posts/tweets on the social
media,” the bench said.
“We are not inclined to sit
back on technical grounds. In
exercise of power under Article
142 (enforcement of decrees
and orders of Supreme Court)
of the Constitution of India this
Court can mould the reliefs to
do complete justice,” the bench
said while disposing of the
petition.

handed while accepting money
from a car driver who was set
up by the police for settling a
matter, he said. Fifteen people
have been arrested, including
the Sector 44 police outpost incharge Sunil Sharma, constables
Manoj Kumar, Ajayveer Singh
and Devendra Singh, three private drivers of PCR 50 Vipin
Singh, Durgesh Kumar and
Rajesh Singh, police said. Others
have been identified as Anoop,
Satish alias Ankit, Hariom
Sharma, Suresh Kumar Singh,
Deshraj and the women Vineeta
and Pooja Singh, they said,
adding that Vineeta is Ankit’s
wife who is a key member of the
gang. Around `50,000 and three
cars — a Honda City, a Hyundai
Verna and a Hyundai i10, were
recovered from the police post,
police said. All the accused
have been charged with the
Indian penal Code Sections
384 (extortion), 120B (being
party to a criminal conspiracy)
and 411 (receiving stolen property), they said. The arrested
policemen have been additionally booked under relevant sections of the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988, police
said.

ment of the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra, while asserting that the pilgrimage is an
“important step” towards promoting people-to-people
exchanges, and strengthening
friendship and understanding
between India and China.
Speaking at an event held at
the Jawaharlal Nehru Bhawan
here, he also shared his personal
experience of visiting the holy
site when he was posted as an
ambassador in China. The minister, while announcing the
commencement of the yatra for
the Lipulekh route, said that the
interest in the pilgrimage,
which started in 1981, has
“increased significantly” over
the years. “Let me take this
opportunity, to put on record
the support and cooperation we
have received from many other
ministries and agencies, particulary from the state governments of Uttarakhand, Sikkim
and Delhi in successful organisation of the yatra,” he said.
“I would also like to recognise the support extended by
Government of the People’s
Republic Of China in organising the yatra, which is an
important step towards promoting people-to-people
exchanges and strengthening
friendship and understanding
between the two countries,” the
minister said. For Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra 2019, the
ministry had received 2,996
applications, out of which 2,256
were by male applicants and
740 by females. As many as 624
senior citizens had applied for
the yatra. For the Lipulekh
route (Uttarakhand), there will
be 18 batches with 60 pilgrims
each and for the Nathu La
(Sikkim) route, 10 batches with
50 yatris each. Two liaison
officers will assist each batch of
pilgrims. The yatra involves
trekking at high altitudes of up
to 19,500 feet, under inhospitable conditions, including
extreme weather and rugged
terrain, and may prove hazardous for those who are not
physically and medically fit.
Jaishankar urged yatris to
strictly observe safety norms,
for themselves and also for
their fellow pilgrims. Many
pilgrims from the first batch
attended the event hosted by
the Ministry of External
Affairs. He said the liaison
officers have been asked to
accord the “highest priority” to
safety of pilgrims.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
INFLIGHT HIJACK...

to be submitted by the convict
and it will be distributed among
the crew members and passengers on board the affected
plane. “Out of the total fine
amount each pilot will get
compensation of `1 lakh, each
air-hostess will get `50,000
and each passenger will be
paid `25,000 for misery undergone by them,” the NIA said.
During the flight, an airhostess
found a threat note in the
washroom of the business class
of the plane which warned,
“There are hijackers on board
and explosives on the plane.”
The threat was brought to
the notice of the Captain of the
flight who sought permission
of air traffic controller in
Ahmedabad for an emergency
landing, the NIA said.
Initially, the case was registered by the Crime Branch,
Ahmedabad, and Salla was
arrested. Later on, The NIA
took up the probe. The NIA
probe established that Salla
intentionally committed the
act to disrupt the operation of
the aircraft (9W339 of Jet
Airways on October 30, 2017)
while on board and jeopardized
the safety of passengers and
crew members, added the NIA
official.

SCHOLARSHIPS...

The Modi Government is
a dispensation committed to
“samaveshi vikas, sarvsparshi
vishwas (inclusive growth with
trust)”, he said. Naqvi said girls
from minority communities
who have dropped out of
school will be linked to education and employment through
“bridge courses” from reputed
educational institutions of the
country.
Madrasa teachers across
the country will be trained by
various institutions in mainstream subjects such as Hindi,
English, Maths, Science and
Computer so that they can
impart mainstream education

to the madrassa students,
Naqvi told reporters after the
meeting. To ensure socio-economic and educational
empowerment of minorities,
especially girls through “3Es” -- education, employment and
empowerment --- various
scholarships such as prematric, post-matric and meritcum-means will be provided to
5 crore students. This includes
more than 10 lakh Begum
Hazrat Mahal girls scholarship in the next five years for
economically weaker sections.
Naqvi also said schools,
colleges, ITIs, polytechnics,
girls hostels, gurukul-type residential schools and common
service centres are being constructed on a war-footing
under the Pradhanmantri Jan
Vikas Karykram (PMJVK) in
areas devoid of educational
infrastructure.
The “Padho-Badho” awareness campaign will be launched
across the country to encourage education, especially
among girls from minority
communities from those areas
where people do not send their
children to schools due to
socio-economic reasons, the
minister said.
“The campaign will be
focussed on girls. This awareness campaign will include
‘Nukkad Natak’ (street plays),
short films and cultural programmes. The campaign will
be launched in 60 minority
concentrated districts of the
country in the first phase,” he
said.
Naqvi said free coaching
for Central and State administrative services, banking services, staff selection commission, railways and other competitive services will be provided to economically weak
sections from minority communities --- Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs, Jains,
Buddhists and Parsis.
A major controversy had
erupted early this year after

SC GRANTS...

A vacation Bench of Justices
Indira Banerjee and Ajay
Rastogi gave the order while
hearing a habeas corpus petition
(a writ for producing a person
who is under arrest or in unlawful detention before a court)
filed by Kanojia’s wife Jagisha
Arora challenging his arrest.
Welcoming the order,
Jagisha said it has reaffirmed her
belief in the Constitution.
“The Uttar Pradesh police
acted in an unconstitutional
manner but we followed all the
process constitutionally and
moved the Supreme Court,”
she told reporters outside the
Supreme Court.
Asked about the tweet posted by Kanojia, she said it was
made on a lighter note and there
was nothing inappropriate
about them. “I stand by what he
has tweeted as he has not made
any indecent remark rather it

4 COPS, 2 WOMEN...

The Noida Police chief,
who led the action last midnight, said he had received a
couple of similar reports about
this nexus, including cases
where victims were made to
cough up to Rs 6 lakh or leave
behind their car at the police
post. He said the police post in
charge was running the nexus
since his posting there in March
and is reported to have been
doing this during earlier postings as well. A trap was laid to
nab the gang Monday night.
The accused were caught red-

DIDI UNVEILS...

Attacking the BJP for showing political intolerance and
linking it to the vandalisation of
Vidyasagar’s bust Mamata said,
“They are so intolerant that they
are into breaking statues of all
the national and international
icons. They have not spared the
statues of Karl Marx, Lenin in
Tripura, BR Ambedkar in UP
and now they have done it to
Vidyasagar here.
Wondering why the Centre
was trying to impose Hindi at
the cost of the regional languages, she said, “It is our India
where every State has its own
heritage and language. BJP
should not decide the fate of the
States.”
“They have destroyed the
institutions and controlling

them according to their own
whims and fancies,” she said
adding “they are not even sparing the regional culture and heritage. Every State has its own
history, culture, food-style and
dresses. That is the beauty of this
vast country. But they are trying to impose their will on that
freedom too. Is that they will tell
the whole Tamil Nadu that they
will have to learn Hindi and ask
people to take course in Hindi.”
Meanwhile, post-poll violence continued in Bengal with
three more deaths being reported from Bhatpara and Burdwan
even as the locals fished out bags
crammed with flesh from
Ichamati River near Baduria off
Basirhat. The suspense around
the bags increased following
claims by the BJP that three of
their supporters were still missing from Najat village in
Basirhat sub-division where
BJP and TMC supporters
clashed on Saturday evening
leading to three deaths. “The
police are investigating the matter and the bags are being sent
for forensic examination,” a
senior police officer said after
senior TMC leader Mukul Roy
demanded thorough investigation by the National
Investigation Agency “as this is
an area bordering Bangladesh
and there is every possibility that
a Nadigram-like situation is
enfolding in the region.”
Violence also continued at
Bhatpara in North 24 Parganas
where two TMC supporters
died after allegedly being
attacked with bombs, sources
said adding another TMC man
succumbed to an attack at Galsi
in neighbouring Burdwan district. The incidents took place
on Monday night when Md
Halim and Md Mustaq of
Bhatpara were attacked by the
assailants. Four other men were
also injured in the attack. With
the latest murders the death toll
in ongoing political violence
mounted to 10 in the past four
days, sources said.
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WATER SCARCITY

Woman enters
well, dies after
falling 40 feet
PTI n MUMBAI

ater
scarcity
in
Maharashtra’s Yavatmal
W
district claimed the life of a 45year-old woman, who fell into
a well in search of water, police
said on Tuesday. The incident
took place at Malewadi in
Mahagaon tehsil on Monday
evening, an official said.
Vimal Rathod had entered
the half-dry well, the official
said. While trying to descend
further, she slipped and fell 40
feet on the rocky surface and
died on the spot, said Damodar
Rathod, incharge of Mahagaon
Police Station.
Her body was shifted to a
State-run hospital in Yavatmal
for post mortem, he said.

After the incident, villagers
of Malewadi staged a protest at
Gunjphata and demanded
drinking water for the village,
the official said.
Family members, relatives
and some villagers decided not
to perform her funeral till their
demand was met and also tried
to obstruct road traffic, he said.
Local tehsildar, bloc development officer and police officials reached Gunjphata and
assured that drinking water will
be fulfilled and financial help
provided to the family members
of the deceased woman, the official said. Satisfied with the
response of district officials,
Rathod’s family members performed her last rites on Tuesday
afternoon, the official said.

Most children died in Muzaffarpur
due to hypoglycemia: Health Secy
Patna/Muzaffarpur: Thirty children have died this month in two
hospitals in Muzaffarpur with
most of them being victims of
hypoglycemia and not Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) as
being reported in the media, officials said on Tuesday.
Thirty children have died till
Tuesday that included seven at
Kejriwal hospital, Muzaffarpur
and 23 at Sri Krishna Medical
College and Hospital, a release
issued by Muzaffarpur District
Public Relations Officer Kamal
Kumar Singh said.
Health
Department’s
Principal Secretary Sanjay Kumar
told reporters in Patna, “A total
of 26 children have died till yesterday, 80 per cent of them were
the victims of hypoglycemia, a
condition caused by very low
level of blood sugar.”

He, however, refused to give
district wise break-up of the 26
children’s death.
“A team led by director-inchief, Health Services has gone to
Muzaffarpur to take stock of the
situation prevailing there,” Kumar
said.
Considering the gravity of
the situation, a seven- member
team would be visiting
Muzaffarpur to take stock of the
situation and also study about the
disease which is taking heavy toll
on children, he said.
Participating at a function
organised at the Indira Gandhi
Institute of Medical Sciences
(IGIMS) premises for laying
foundation stone of 500 bed
building, Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar expressed sorrow over the
children’s deaths in Muzaffarpur.
PTI

Bags full of flesh 2 terrorists killed in Shopian
fished out from
C
river in Bengal
PNS n JAMMU

PNS n KOLKATA

ost-poll violence continued in Bengal with three
P
more deaths being reported
from Bhatpara and Burdwan
even as the locals fished out
bags crammed with flesh from
Ichamati River near Baduria
off Basirhat.
The suspense around the
bags increased following claims
by the BJP that three of their
supporters were still missing
from Najat village in Basirhat
sub-division where the BJP
and the TMC supporters
clashed on Saturday evening
leading to three deaths.
“Police are investigating
the matter and the bags are
being sent for forensic examination,” a senior police officer
said after senior TMC leader
Mukul Roy demanded thorough investigation by the

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

n a clear establishment of link
between the Narendra
IDabholkar-Gauri
LankeshGovind Pansare murders, the
Maharashtra Police on Tuesday
arrested right-wing activist
Sharad B Kalaksar in connection with the murder of veteran CPI leader Pansare.
Having taken Kalaskar
from the custody of the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA), a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) of Kolapur Police
produced him before Judicial
Magistrate (Mrs.) SS Raul of
Kasbah-Bavda Court in
Kolhapur
in
western
Maharashtra who sent him to
police custody till June 18.
Kalaskar had been arrested first by the Maharashtra
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS)

I-T officials raid offices
linked to Deputy
Mayor of Srinagar
ore than seven months
after Sheikh Imran,
M
Deputy Mayor, Srinagar, was
slapped with the recovery
notice by the Jammu &
Kashmir Bank to settle his outstanding loans to the tune of
`125 crore, Income Tax authorities on Tuesday swooped down
on his private offices to probe
alleged irregularities committed
by the Kehwah group.
According to official
sources, “around 10 business
premises were raided by the IT
authorities, eight in Srinagar
and one each in Delhi and
Bengaluru on Tuesday”.
The assessee group is
engaged in the business of
transportation, manufacturing
of silk yarn, hospitality, retail
trading of Kashmir Arts &
Crafts etc. Official sources said,
Deputy Mayor Sheikh Imran’s
private offices in Sangarmal
Shopping, Bohri Kadal in
downtown and Nowgam were
raided by the officials of the
income tax department and
confiscated some documents .
The raids continued for
about 5-6 hours.
The action follows close
on the heels of recent crack
down by the Anti-Corruption
Bureau inside J&K Bank headquarters after Chairman cum
Managing Director, Parvez
Ahmed was removed from the
post.
The recovery notices were
earlier served to Sheikh Imran
on Oct 31, 2018 to clear the
outstanding amount of `125.07
crore.
Official sources said, none
of the members of the group
were filing their Income Tax
returns.
Close scrutiny of office
records revealed, “as a One
Time Settlement, the group
has got their loans of `170 crore
with J&K Bank restructured for
a sum of `77 crore, out of
which, payment of only `50.34
crore to the J&K Bank has
been made so far and balance
of `27.66 crore is yet to be paid”.

of any kind occurred.
In Srinagar, police
spokesman said, “a cordon &
search operation was launched
jointly by police and security
forces in Awneera area of district Shopian after receiving
credible Intelligence inputs
about the presence of terrorists
in the area”. During the search
operation, the hiding terrorists
fired on the search party. The
fire was retaliated leading
to an encounter. In the ensuing
encounter, two terrorists were
killed and the bodies were
retrieved from the site of
encounter.
Police spokesman said,
“The killed terrorists were
identified as Sayar Ahmad Bhat
of Yaripora Kulgam and Shakir

Ahmad Wagay of Awneera
Shopian”.
As per police records both
the killed terrorists were
inspired by IS ideology. They
were wanted by law for their
complicity in terror crimes
including attack on security
establishments.
According to the police
records, they were part of
groups involved in planning &
executing terror attacks in the
area and many other civilian
atrocities.
Shakir Wagay
according to police records
was involved in Case FIR No
25/2019 pertaining to the
killing of civilian Irfan Hameed
Sheikh of Zainapora. Terror
crime cases were registered
against both of them.

Patna: Janata Dal (United),
heading the NDA Government
in Bihar, on Tuesday said West
Bengal under Mamata Banerjee
is fast turning into a “mini
Pakistan” from where Biharis
are being driven out by
“Rohingyas”.
The scathing criticism of
the West Bengal Government
by JD(U) followed close on the
heels of Banerjee lauding her
Bihar counterpart Nitish
Kumar for deciding to contest
assembly polls in four states
separately.
“What is happening in
West Bengal is a matter
of grave concern. I have been
saying this for long. I do not
understand why she has
thanked and commended our
Chief Minister.
“May be she is happy that
the JD(U) is contesting elections in four States on its own,
not as a part of the NDA,”
JD(U) spokesman Ajay Alok
told a news channel here. PTI

Right-wing activist Kalaskar held in Pansare murder case

J&K BANK CASE

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

National Investigation Agency
“as this an area bordering
Bangaldesh and there is
ever y possibility that a
Nadigram-like situation is
enfolding in the region.”
Violence also continued at
Bhatpara in North 24 Parganas
where two TMC supporters
died after allegedly being
attacked with bombs, sources
said,
adding
another
TMC man succumbed to an
attack at Galsi in neighbouring
Burdwan district.
The incidents took place
Monday night when Md Halim
and Md Mustaq of Bhatpara
were attacked by the assailants.
Four other men were also
injured in the attack.
With the latest murders
the death toll in ongoing political violence mounted
to 10 in the past four days,
sources said.

lose on the heels of killing
of Zakir Musa, top terrorist commander who had
founded a terrorist cell of alQaeda called Ansar GhazwatUl Hind in Kashmir Valley, two
fresh recruits of the same terror outfit were eliminated by
the joint teams of security
forces in Awneera area of
Shopian district on Tuesday.
In Jammu, a day after a
Lance Naik Mohd Jawed,hailing from Khagaria district of
Bihar, attained martyrdom during unprovoked ceasefire violation in Poonch sector,
Pakistani rangers resorted to
limited ceasefire violation along
the International border in
Hiranagar sector across Jammu
frontier on Tuesday.
According to a BSF
spokesman, around 4.00 pm
Pakistani rangers opened ‘unprovoked’ firing of small arms
towards Indian side. In response
BSF troops retaliated the fire
which was localised to a limited
stretch in Hiranagar sector. BSF
spokesman said, no loss/damage

p Two fresh recruits of the terrorist cell of al-Qaeda called Ansar
Ghazwat-Ul Hind were eliminated by the joint teams of security forces
in Awneera area of Shopian district
p According to a BSF spokesman, around 4.00 pm Pakistani rangers
opened ‘unprovoked’ firing of small arms towards Indian side
p During the search operation, the hiding terrorists fired on the search
party. The fire was retaliated leading
to an encounter. In the ensuing encounter, two terrorists were killed
and the bodies were retrieved from the site of encounter

Bengal turning
into ‘mini
Pakistan’ under
Mamata: JD(U)

However, during the day
long search, evidence has been
detected indicating that the
One Time Settlement of the
loan from J&K Bank has been
done through the active connivance of a senior J&K Bank
officer who was receiving several out of turn promotions.
Furthermore, evidence has also
been unearthed indicating that
the repayment of `50.34 crore
pertaining to the said loan has
been green fielded by the J&K
Bank by granting loan of similar amount to an associate
who has confessed to his role in
layering the entire transaction.
According to official
sources, “during the search,
incriminating evidence has also
been found relating to Sale of
undisclosed property amounting to `22 crore, Agreement to
sell Transport business for `9.10
crore, Undisclosed profit of
`15-20 crore on account of
sale of Cold Storage plant at
Lassipora”.
“The cost of this project
was found to have been inflated to `47 crore instead of the
actual cost of `17 crore, for
claiming more subsidy from the
Government by raising inflated and bogus bills”,official
sources claimed.
The loan for this project
was taken from J&K Bank.
Further, IT authorities also
detected Undisclosed properties at Sonmarg (`2.68 crore),
Pahalgam (`3.55 crore) and
Bangalore (`1.00 crore). One
shop in partnership in Delhi
purchased for `1.02 crore.
During the search, digital
evidence found has been seized,
analysis of which is in progress.
In Srinagar, Deputy Mayor
Sheikh Imran said that he will
cooperate with the department
in its investigation.
“I am fully supportive of all
investigations to ensure transparency and adherence to
income tax laws. I extend my
full cooperation to the Income
Tax Department. I’m a law
abiding businessman and will
continue to ensure the laws are
upheld,” Imran said.

in August last year in connection with a plot to engineer
blasts in five cities of
Maharashtra
including
Mumbai, Pune, Solapur and
Satara. Kalskar’s arrest came
after the SIT investigated his
link with Pansare’s murder and
recorded his statement.
The CBI had earlier
invoked Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) against
two sharp shooters Kalaskar
and Sachin Andure and
charged them under relevant
Indian Penal Code sections
for criminal conspiracy and
murder and provisions of Arms
Act and UAPA in connection
with rationalist Narendra
Dabhoolkar’s murder.
CPI leader Govind Pansare
(82) and his wife Uma (67) had
been shot from a close range,
near their residence “Ideal

Housing Society” at around
8.30 am on February 16, 2015,
when the couple was returning
from a morning walk from the
Shivaji University campus at
Kolhapur. Four days later,
Pansare succumbed to injuries
sustained in the shoot-out,
while his wife Uma survived
the attack. Pansare’s murder, it
may recalled, had come on the
heels of a gruesome murder of
69-year-old anti-superstition
campaigner Dabholkar, who
was shot dead him from a point
blank range by two motor-bicycle riding gunmen — aged
between 25 and 30 years, while
he was taking a morning walk
on the Omkareshwar bridge
located in the heart of Pune, on
August 20, 2013.
It may be recalled on
December 1 last year, the SIT had
arrested two more persons —

Bharat Jayant Kurne and Vasudev
Bhagwan Suryavamshi — in
connection with the Govind
Pansare murder case. While
Kurne is an accused in the Gauri
Lankesh murder case,
Suryavanshmi is an accused in
the arms haul case. The SIT had
obtained the custody Kurne and
Suryavamshi from the Karnataka
police and National Investigation
Agency (NIA) respectively on
Friday night. Both Kurne and
Suryavamshi were formally
placed under arrest by the SIT.
The arrest of Suryavanshi
and Kurne had come a fortnight after the arrest of another suspect Amol Kale, who is
one of the key conspirators in
the /murders of anti-superstition crusader Narendra
Dabholkar and Journalist Gauri
Lankesh. Kale was formally
arrested by the SIT on

November 15, 2018.
The SIT had arrested
Sanatan Sansatha activist Samir
Gaikwad on September 16,
2015. Subsequently, the SIT
filed a chargesheet against
Sameer Gaikwad, the lone
accused in the case.
Subsequently, the SIT took
into custody Hindu Janajagruti
Samiti (HJS) activist Dr
Virendrasinh Tawde.
In a chargesheet filed in the
the Kolhapur sessions court on
September 8, 2016, the SIT
named Tawde as the key
accused and named Sanatan
Sanstha activists Samir
Gaikwad and Vinay Pawar as
co-accused accused in the murder of CPI leader Govind
Pansare. The investigators later
named Vinay Pawar and
Sarang Akolkar as the two
men who shot Pansare. Then

came the arrest of Kale on
November 15 last year.
With the latest arrest of
Kalaskar, the total number of
accused in the Govind Pansare
murder case has gone up to
eight. The investigations by
the CBI have revealed that
that it was Kalaskar who had
accompanied Andhure in a
motorcycle and gunned down
Dr Dabholkar.
Among other things that
the CBI had disclosed in its
remand application that one of
the arrested accused in the
Gauri Lankesh murder case,
had handed over one 7.65 mm
country made pistol and three
bullets with magazine to
Andhure. With Kalaskar’s
arrest, the link between the
murders of Dabolkar, Gauri
Lankesh and Pansare has been
established.
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Listen to the youth

Lessons from Kathua
Yes, this particular case was fast-tracked but what of the lakhs
of girls still awaiting justice in courts out of the media glare?
he Kathua case verdict, pertaining to justice for the eight-year-old girl, who was
brutally raped and murdered to send out
a political message to herders in Jammu that
they should move out or risk threats to their
existence, has no doubt been fast-tracked. Yet
there is a feeling of inadequacy about it. First
and foremost, many questioned why three of
the accused were sentenced to life when the
Modi government had brought in an ordinance
prescribing the death penalty for those convicted of raping girls below the age of 12 to
set an example and a deterrent. Let us emphasise that it was issued following
the gruesome violence of this specific case. Of course, that had set off a debate
as to how the death penalty meant that the deviant offender would be tempted
to go to the extreme, kill his innocent victim and mutilate all evidentiary trail. But
for the child that is forever lost to us, not just the family, there will perhaps be
no closure of justice till capital punishment is handed out. Of course, the case
had been politicised enough with at least two former BJP leaders joining a protest
march last year demanding the release of the accused. The case further weakened the ties between the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and BJP, the former
accusing the latter of polarising a sensitive issue such as a violation of child rights
along religious lines. But fortunately, the cheap whataboutery died soon enough
with a speedy probe, which its investigator said happened without any political
pressure, and a court verdict. Of course, there’s a question about why the three
dismissed policemen who had tampered with evidence — Anand Dutta, Tikal
Raj and Surinder Singh — were given just a five-year jail term. In cases such
as these, police action is meant to be the real deterrent and till we have a system that is sensitive, swift, reactive and effective, there will be no resolution for
either the families of the dead or the survivors. If these cops had indeed acted
as per the instruction of the guilty or any other kind of external pressure, then
they are equally if not more culpable. For their destruction of justice is just as
willful as criminals, considering they are our first-line protectors. Of course, the
ruling does hold out hope for resolution, particularly against the backdrop of the
killing of a two-and-a-half-year-old girl in Aligarh, possibly involving assault, as
a threat to her family for non-payment of a loan. It is also the reason why Nobel
laureate Kailash Satyarthi used the Kathua rape verdict to highlight that “over a
lakh daughters still await justice in our courts.”
And that is the real issue, of setting up an actionable redressal framework.
A child is sexually abused every 15 minutes in India, according to government
crime figures up to 2016. New figures have not been compiled yet so that number has clearly risen now. Add to that the many pleas that are unreported. India’s
record in violation of child rights is not only frightening but also a sick measure
of a societal mindset that devalues kids as a tradeable asset. Worse, children
are used for fear-mongering like sacrificial lambs. Satyarthi himself has been
conducting independent research and found that sexual offences committed against
children are so high that about 50 per cent of our kids, both rural and urban, are
subjected to predatory behaviour by the time they are adolescents. And despite
the provision of the Protection of Children against Sexual Offences Act (POCSO),
the implementation and processes are so tardy that the affected child may well
turn an adult before he finds justice. All this is complicated by a hostile police
set-up and a machinery which needs to be upbraided instantaneously for any
laxity in follow-up and failure to provide a child-friendly module. There also has
to be a multi-State approach to coordinating probes and booking culprits. Most
importantly, there has to be conviction, the rate of which is appallingly low in
our country although rape and gangrape cases are progressively increasing. Till
there are no immediate deterrents, severe punishment meted out to errants in
real time and healing affected children, there can be no hope. Our law is not really weak. It is we who have made it weak by not respecting it ourselves and worse,
not implementing it in letter and spirit. It is sad that we have to wait for the courts,
the final vehicle in the justice delivery system, to protect our children.

T

Hong Kong wrong
Twenty-two years after Beijing took over the
administration, it wants its writ to run in the city state
hen the United Kingdom surrendered
control of Hong Kong to the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) in 1997, it
was a momentous occasion with China assuring the world that as part of regaining control
of the island city, it would respect legal and
cultural differences. The process of
‘Sinafication’, as China absorbed the highly
westernised entity into its legal and administrative processes, would be gradual. That was
apparent in the title of Hong Kong as a Special
Administrative Region. It retained its unique
British-style legal system, people still drove on the left side of the road and it
had an independent immigration system and currency. While Hong Kong was
undeniably Chinese, it participated separately in international and sporting events.
But in 1997, the PRC was not the economic behemoth it is today and Xi
Jinping was still a middle-ranking official, destined for great things with the ‘Xi
Principles’ still years away. But President Xi, who has now centralised power in
himself, possibly sees Hong Kong’s special status as an irritant and a blot on
Chinese supremacy. Rather than being an adjunct of China, it is the alternative
polarity, where dissent has found a new home. The unique legal system and
freedom of speech in the city have led to it becoming a hub of anti-Xi sentiment.
While the PRC has effectively stage-managed Hong Kong’s elections in the past
few years, there is obviously a feeling that the city-state is like an irritating small
dog that keeps barking all night. So recently, Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie
Lam proposed a new law that allows Hong Kong to extradite suspects to China,
which in other words means a clampdown on the former’s democratic spirit
and right to dissent. This has led to hundreds of thousands of Hong Kongers
going out in the streets to protest, only two years after the ‘Yellow Umbrella’ rallies effectively shut down the city in October 2017. Those as well as these agitations are against what protestors call the ‘creeping’ Sinafication of the island,
which is happening faster and quicker than citizens had anticipated. They want
Beijing to respect the differences of the city but unsurprisingly, Xi is tightening
his grip and is using the protests to justify that. However, he should be careful
that he does not kill the golden goose. Hong Kong’s unique status has made it
a major economic and cultural hub that attracts a global workforce. Even though
China wants more control, it should be careful not to drive the workforce away.
While the country is within its rights to stop the barking, it might be better to
learn from Hong Kong and apply a bit of that model to the mainland itself.

W
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Where adults have shown a deadening inertia for change, young people are now
taking the lead and demanding action because what is at stake is their future

RK PACHAURI
ack Andraka was in high school and
only 15 when he won the grand prize
at the 2012 Intel International Science
and Engineering Fair for presenting a
method for detecting early stages of
pancreatic and other cancers. Jack was
deeply moved by the death of someone who
he regarded an uncle and someone he was
very fond of. He found from background
research that most of those, who lost their
lives from pancreatic cancer, were unable to
detect its occurrence early due to lack of
methods by which it could be screened in a
simple manner. He, therefore, began his
research by first going to Google, Wikipedia
and drawing content from You Tube.
Wikipedia states that Jack followed up
with more research on nanotubes and cancer biochemistry aided by free online scientific journals. He then contacted 200 professors at Johns Hopkins University and the
National Institutes of Health with a plan, budget and timeline for his project, hoping to
receive laboratory space and help from a professional. Of these professors, 199 declined
Jack’s plan, while Anirban Maitra, Professor
of Pathology, Oncology, and Chemical and
Biomolecular Engineering at Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine, invited him to his lab. Jack
was then able to come up with his innovation for detecting pancreatic cancer. An elite
global audience in New Delhi was spellbound
by listening to his journey into the world of
scientific innovation when this writer invited Jack to the Delhi Sustainable Development
Summit as a special guest some years ago.
We are living in very special times. Not
so long ago, youth in general and teenagers
in particular, followed the guidance and
direction of their parents and teachers
while fashioning their careers and preparing for their ultimate goals. This has changed
radically now. Given the widespread availability of information and knowledge on the
internet and the almost precocious maturity displayed by a 15 or 16-year-old doing
things that one associates with someone perhaps decades older, we are witnessing a revolution among the youth of today.
Perhaps even more challenging than
coming up with scientific discovery, involving sophisticated research, is the daunting task
of going against the power of vested interests, who block action on simple solutions to
societal problems. The gun lobby in the US,
for instance, led by the National Rifle
Association (NRA), has consistently foiled
attempts to impose even the most basic
restrictions and controls on ownership of
guns even by those who are depraved and
demented. The NRA is a powerful lobby with
substantial resources and these are deployed
across the board to fund the elections of
Democrats and Republicans alike. The website of the NRA shows that this body has a
membership of 5.5 million. It also carries a
message which states: “The Left Vows to End
Gun Violence by Coming After You.”
In the shooting that took place at a school

J

in Parkland, Florida, in February
2018, there was widespread
shock at the wanton killing of so
many innocent young children.
Such incidents have occurred on
several occasions in the US,
clearly showing how easy it is for
a depraved person to own a gun
and shoot anyone at random. Yet,
the gun lobby in the US continues with its hypocrisy and actually suggests that guards in
schools should be provided with
guns to protect against incidents
such as in Parkland, Florida. It is
heartening that the surviving
children in that school and many
others have stepped up their
efforts with the US Government
to impose controls and restrictions on gun ownership. They
have a better chance of success
than any other group.
Far away in Sweden, a 16year-old girl, Greta Thunberg,
was inspired by the survivors of
the school shooting in Parkland,
Florida, and she began a weekly strike every Friday to walk
away from school and turn to
social media, appealing to politicians to support and take steps
toward halting carbon dioxide
emissions. Some months ago,
Greta struck a lone figure sitting
outside the Swedish Parliament
in Stockholm with a sign which
read in Swedish: “School Strike
for Climate.” She was deeply

concerned about what was happening to the earth’s climate as
a result of human actions, having studied the subject in school
at the age of 11. The rest, as they
say, is history.
In December 2018, she
addressed in Poland the
Conference of the Parties of the
UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change. She addressed
150 members of the UK Houses
of Parliament, tapped the microphone and asked: “Can you hear
me?” She met the Pope and several others on the same trip. On
March 15 this year, it is estimated that 1.6 million people in 133
countries participated in a climate strike inspired by Greta and
these protests and strikes have
continued every Friday.
On Earth Day 2016, the
Protect Our Planet (POP) movement was launched in Mexico
City. Since then this movement
has grown particularly in Mexico,
others parts of Latin America and
some locations in Europe. The
whole purpose of the POP movement is to mobilise youth, who
number 1.8 billion between the
ages of 11 and 24, and have them
carry out actions to reduce the
carbon footprint of their institutions and change their own
lifestyles by which every individual’s carbon footprint is also
reduced.

IN SWEDEN, A
16-YEAR-OLD GIRL,
GRETA THUNBERG,
WAS INSPIRED BY
THE SURVIVORS OF
A SCHOOL
SHOOTING IN
PARKLAND,
FLORIDA, AND SHE
BEGAN A WEEKLY
STRIKE EVERY
FRIDAY TO WALK
AWAY FROM
SCHOOL AND TURN
TO SOCIAL MEDIA,
APPEALING TO
POLITICIANS TO
TAKE STEPS TO
HALT CARBON
DIOXIDE EMISSIONS

There are several inspiring
examples of young people who
are mobilising others on their
campuses and motivating them
to take collective action. The
Julius Stursberg Gymnasium
school in Germany has recorded remarkable success not only
in reducing waste but also minimising their own carbon footprint. Vanessa Hernández, a talented student at the University of
Guadalajara, has also shown
remarkable leadership in mobilising students in her university
for effective action.
Where adults have shown a
deadening inertia for change,
youth are now taking the lead
and demanding action by policy-makers and leaders from
every stakeholder group in society because their future is at
stake. The risks from the
impacts of climate change will
seriously imperil the youth of
today and their voices must be
heard. It is time for the youth of
today to shame adults who have
been totally insensitive to the
future of their children and
grandchildren. We need youngsters like Greta Thunberg,
Vanessa Hernandez and the
children of the school in
Germany to show us the way.
(The writer is former chairman, Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, 2002-15)

SOUNDBITE
Madrasas will be connected
with mainstream education so
that those children studying
there can also contribute in the
development of the society.

You cannot afford to
snooze, not even a bit. You
have to be updated, on your
toes, always thinking what
to do, what people want.

I’ll be speaking to a group of
Indian business leaders in
preparation for the trip that
I’ll take in a couple of weeks
where I’ll be visiting India.

Instead of working on the
issues of the people, the UP
government is cracking the
whip of fear on journalists,
farmers and representatives.

Union Minister
—Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi

Actor
—Dhanush

US Secretary of State
—Mike Pompeo

Congress leader
—Priyanka Gandhi

LETTERS
No easy solution
Sir — Post the re-election of
Narendra Modi as the Prime
Minister of India, his Pakistani
counterpart Imran Khan has
made new peace overtures. He
has written to Prime Minister
Modi, seeking a dialogue to
resolve all outstanding issues
between the two countries. India,
however, has time and again
made its stand clear that no dialogue process can start unless
Islamabad demonstrably clamps
down on cross-border terrorism.
It is true that relations
between the two countries have
turned from bad to worse. While
Khan is not wrong in desiring
peace, it must also be understood
that the situation now has become
far too complicated. There can be
no easy breakthroughs post
Balakot. Pakistan has done little
to put the brakes on terror emanating from its land while ceasefire violations across the LoC continue with impunity. Under the
circumstances, it is unrealistic to
expect any major dialogue
between the two sides.
Devendra Khurana
Bhopal

TO

THE
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Fixed tenure for CJI is desirable
he Chief Justices of India (CJI) superannuate at the
age of 65. The seniormost judge of the Supreme
Court is appointed as the CJI once the incumbent
retires. Therefore, there have been instances of Chief
Justices enjoying a term ranging from just one month
to several years. The younger the age at which the person goes to the top court, brighter are his/her chances
of adorning the highest post in the country's judiciary.
One way to fix a term for CJI is by increasing the age
of superannuation of the apex court judges. This idea,
which is not alien to the Government, has been gathering dust for a long time. However, in the long run, this
move will be much more beneficial to those judges with
more years of service as top court judges, at the point
of entry, as compared to their brother judges.
The other option is to give a go-by to the system
of ‘seniority’ and providing thrust to ‘selecting’ the Chief
Justices. But there is no guarantee that those destined
to occupy the CJI's chair for a longer period are more
meritorious and sagacious than those with a few months
left for retirement; it may as well be the other way. The
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Record at French Open
Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Emperor Nadal” (June 11). All
superlative talk will fall short to
describe the feat of tennis superstar
Rafael Nadal, who captured his
12th French Open after facing a
turbulent year. Despite career-

last option is to elevate High Court judges to the apex
court based on their possibility of becoming CJIs one
fine day, which again appears totally unfeasible. For a
smooth sailing of the functioning of the top court, for
an effective co-ordination between it and the Centre, for
providing momentum to quick clearance of cases, it is
unambiguous that a Chief Justice with a longer tenure
is highly desirable.
Ganapathi Bhat
Akola

threatening injuries, Nadal could
rise again. With this win, he has
proven that there is no one who can
even come closer to him when it
comes to playing on the clay court.
He had pulled out of a match as late
as March this year and it was the
first season since 2004 that he had
not won any title. But probably the
French Open has such a special

place in his heart that he draws
extra motivation just by entering
here. Though Nadal is still two
short of Roger Federer’s all-time 20
Grand Slam record, his 12th title at
Roland Garros will be very difficult
to beat by any player in the near
future.
Bal Govind
Noida

Justice, finally
Sir — This refers to the report,
“Kathua justice: 3 get life, three 5year jail” (June 11). With six of the
seven accused being convicted in
the Kathua rape and murder
case, justice has finally been
served. A special court in
Pathankot found three of the
accused guilty of murder, gangrape and criminal conspiracy
while three others —including a
sub-inspector, head constable
and special police officer — have
been convicted for destruction of
evidence. It is a travesty of justice
that those who should have been
preventing the case were themselves involved in the crime.
Thankfully, trial in this case was
fast-tracked but the entire period
of the 18 months since the crime
took place is an indicator that it
wasn’t just another case of sexual violence. It also put a mirror
before our eyes, which exposed
the ugly truth of society and
showed us how we had failed the
young girl at various levels.
A Megha
New South Wales
Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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A valuable
partner
India and Taiwan have been keen on cultivating
economic and cultural ties. With a new Government
at the helm, this bond is expected to be stronger
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT
TWO BJP WORKERS HAVE BEEN KILLED BUT IT NEEDS
TO BE SEEN WHETHER THEY WERE KILLED BY THEIR
OWN MEN WHO WERE FIRING BULLETS.
—WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER

IT WAS ON HER (MAMATA’S) DIRECTIVES THAT NO
ONE HAS BEEN ARRESTED SO FAR IN CONNECTION
WITH THE KILLINGS.
—BJP LEADER

MAMATA BANERJEE

MUKUL ROY

Choose the right strategy
CHUNG-KWANG TIEN
ith shared common values of freedom, democracy and
human rights, Taiwan and India are natural partners as
well as important stakeholders in the Indo-Pacific region.
Since the establishment of representative offices in their respective capitals in 1995, there has been steady progress in the relationship spread across various spheres. There have been significant high points. The annual two-way trade between the two
increased from $1.2 billion in 2000 to $7 billion last year. It is
expected to increase to $10 billion in the next few years. Taiwan’s
investment, too, has seen a rise in the past few years. In 2018,
there were 105 Taiwanese companies working in different sectors of the Indian economy with a total investment of around
$1.5 billion. Over the years, Taiwan has set up 14 language centres in Indian universities and other educational institutions to
not only provide Mandarin Chinese language training but also
to make connections between young generations of both countries. So far, more than 6,000 Indian students have benefited
from the training programme. All of this apart, Taiwan also
encourages Indian students to study in Taiwan and awards nearly 100 scholarships for Indian university students annually.
Currently, there are about 2,400 students pursuing higher education in Taiwan.
Science, technology and agricultural cooperation between
the two countries, too, has seen further expansion. As of May
2019, nearly 90 projects and joint proposals were carried out
while 24 seminars were held annually. India and Taiwan held
their first Joint Working Committee meeting for agriculture, husbandry and fishery cooperation in 2017. A very positive roadmap
for future cooperation in these fields was drawn. The second
joint working committee meeting is expected to be held in the
latter part of this year. In recent years, cultural and people-topeople exchanges between India and Taiwan have seen a rise.
In addition to Taiwanese films being screened annually at major
film festivals in India, performing art groups and youth ambassador delegations have been welcomed by art lovers.
The most momentous association was the signing of the
bilateral investment agreement on December 18, 2018, to boost
trade and investment. This agreement is one of the very first
accords India has signed with countries which consider it as
a great investment destination. While extending cordial congratulations to the new Government, Taiwan looks forward to
strengthening close cooperation and relationship. We strongly believe that India and Taiwan are natural partners with no
issues and baggage. As the two nations are complementary
to each other in many areas and given Taiwan’s rich experience and expertise in the fields of hardware manufacturing, infrastructure, information and communication technology, Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and food processing among others, Taiwan can
play a vital role in the Indian Government’s ‘Make in India’, ‘Digital
India’, ‘Skill India’ and ‘Smart Cities’ initiatives.
To remember professor C Raja Mohan’s comment in one
of his article titled, ‘Modi’s Taiwan Opportunity’ published on
May 29 in a leading national daily: “There are at least three reasons why Delhi shall take a fresh look at Taiwan and replace
its current incrementalism with a more ambitious policy.” It further said, “What the bilateral relations now need is
high-level political attention in Delhi to make things happen and
quickly….” There is no doubt that Taiwan is surely a valuable
partner for India. Taiwan’s contribution to India will never and
cannot be a liability but a great asset. As India is a key partner under Taiwan’s New Southbound Policy, it is to be hoped
that India will cherish its relationship with Taiwan too. Both
nations must continue to work together to further strengthen
the bilateral relationship and cooperation in areas such as economy and trade, science and technology, cultural, education and
people-to-people exchanges in the next five years so as to jointly advance peace, prosperity, security and development for the
two countries and the Indo-Pacific region.
(The writer is representative of the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Center in India)
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Organisations have to anticipate and own disruption with agility and discipline. This will
help them differentiate and stay ahead. This is why change management is essential

HIMA BINDU KOTA
hange is the only constant — be it life or business. In this dynamic landscape, businesses,
whether small start-ups or large firms, need
to change their strategies and vision and go
through the transformation process to stay alive. The
importance of change management lies with the fact
that it helps align existing resources within the organisation. It can also respond faster to customer
demands. It provides a way to anticipate challenges
and respond to them effectively and, hence,
increase return on investment.
The current business world is quite demanding. Faced with a “two-speed world” — rapid growth
in emerging economies and slower growth in developed countries — firms have to develop unique
strategies. In addition, digitisation and globalisation
are blurring the lines between sectors as well as
between traditional competitor groups. Technology
is constantly changing consumer behaviour, empowering start-ups, making pricing more transparent
and reducing product life cycles. Additionally, owing
to changing costs, evolving demand and unfolding
trade restrictions, firms must rethink and continually reassess their operational footprint. In the background of this shifting environment as also to keep
up with the pace, most businesses must transform,
either in strategy, operating model, organisation,
people or processes. This generally results in the
alteration of their growth trajectory. For most companies, it is an ongoing, adaptive process as market conditions continue to change.
Although change has been a part of businesses for long, it is its speed that has rendered transformation as an important and integrated business
function. What took radio 38 years to reach a user
base of 50 million people was achieved by television in 13 years and by internet in just five years.
Today, the challenge is the speed of transformation.
All organisations have to gear up to face it.
However, according a study by McKinsey, despite
huge investments made by companies in tools, trainings and several publications of about 83,000 books
on change management, as much as 70 per cent of
change programmes fail to achieve their goals. So,
is something wrong with the concept of change management? Or is it rather its implementation?
Traditionally, there are several frameworks on
change management, like Lewin’s change management model, McKinsey’s 7-S model, Kotter’s Eight
Success Factors, Nudge theory, ADKAR, Bridges
Transition Model and Kubler-Ross change curve,
to name a few. Lewin’s change management model
is one of the most popular approaches as it splits
the change management process into three stages
which account for both the processes and people
in any firm. Lewin describes three stages of change
management as unfreeze, make change and refreeze.
However, it could be difficult and time-consuming
to enact due to the scale of unfreezing process. It is
only worthwhile to pursue if the business requires
a complete overhaul.
On the contrary, instead of supporting deep
analysis and large shifts, the McKinsey 7-S model
is great for analysing how coherent a company is.
By analysing the following seven aspects of a firm
and how they affect each other, the model highlights
the changes needed to create a united approach to
business: Strategy, structure, systems, shared values,
style, staff and skills. The McKinsey 7-S model is
best suited for those firms which want to know how
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they can change for the better.
Kotter’s theory is one of the first
approaches that focussed less on change
itself and more on the people behind it,
although in a top-down point of view.
On the other hand, Nudge theory is
odd in the sense that it really is just a theory — there’s no set change management
model, instead, a mindset and tactic which
can be used to frame the changes in a
more attractive and effective manner.
The ADKAR change management
model (acronym for Awareness, Desire,
Knowledge, Ability and Reinforcement)
is a bottom-up method which focusses on
the individuals behind the change.
However, it severely lacks in terms of a
high-level plan. If a manager does not have
a set change in mind, then it’s best to
analyse the company with something like
the McKinsey model first.
Even though there are a number of
change management models, there is only
a 30 per cent chance for it to be successful. Due to ever-changing consumer
expectations and competition in the
global economy, the science of organisational change is itself constantly evolving.
In addition, employee resistance is one of
the major challenges in change management. The human element of change
management may be one of the most difficult to navigate because people do not
inherently like change or adjust to it well.
Most change methods agree that
change is difficult and cumbersome.
Therefore, involving people early during
the implementing process and continuously adjusting for improvement are
critical to its success. This includes thorough planning, buy-in, process, resources,
communication and constant evaluation. So, how can an organisation embark
on this journey? The first critical step is
to get the right strategic vision and being
able to anticipate the requirements of cus-

tomers and strategies to achieve them. A
sound strategy is necessary for a broad
range of enterprise — wide investment
decisions, resource allocations and performance expectations — and helps derive
value from the transformation. It also
includes defining the depth and scope of
the changes and redesign of the internal
processes and structures.
Several studies have shown that a
majority of companies take a strategic
approach to transformation by continually aligning their business models with
strategy. However, some firms view transformation as an overall turnaround that
leads to a complete revamping of the business model and the remaining ones
adopt a narrower view, limiting themselves
to transforming specific processes, functions or areas. Therefore, depending on
the requirements, firms have to identify
if a major transformation is necessary or
will a more surgical, limited repositioning be enough.
The second step is execution, which
is the hardest and the most crucial part
of transformation. According to industry
experts, in the current complex and fastchanging business climate, more than half
of the firms undertaking transformation
fail to achieve desired business result due
to underestimation of the significance of
operating model refinements necessary to
effect transformation across people,
process, technology, data management
and risk management components.
Third, companies should define specific enterprise capabilities that will help
achieve competitive advantage. Focussing
on those critical capabilities, which are relevant to differentiate and compete, can
help deliver greater value, drive leaders to
achieve competitive advantage and help
the organisation realise its business transformation ambition.
Knowing where to start is critical to

unlock value through a business transformation. Prioritisation allows firms to
quickly evolve to address immediate
market opportunities.
The fourth step is to have relentless
focus on value throughout the transformation journey by articulating expected
value to be achieved and monitoring, measuring and tracking value throughout the
process. Failure to define the value
expected can create problems downstream. In addition, building of sustainability is essential as it extends value
beyond business transformation.
The fifth step is to have a disruptive
mindset. Since change is the core element of business transformation, continuous evolution, agility, flexibility,
innovation and disruptive mindset
should be part of every transformation
initiative. Also, customers should be the
key focus and anticipation of customer
needs should be aligned with any business transformation. Engaging all stakeholders in this process is also essential.
And finally, a respected and capable
business leader is critical to establishing
credibility and importance of the transformation to the organisation’s strategic
goals so as to make major shifts and
shape how work gets done.
In this fast changing world, it is not
enough to respond to disruption anymore.
Organisations have to anticipate and
own disruption with agility and discipline.
This will help them differentiate and stay
ahead. This is why change management
is essential. Making it happen effectively,
however, needs to be a core competence
of managers and their role has changed
from the ability to complete change projects to designing the organisations in a
way that enables continuous adaptation
to an ever-evolving environment.
(The writer is Assistant Professor at
Amity University)

One step forward despite hurdles
The general perception is that the Congress has been weakened beyond repair. But the party must not be bogged down.
Instead, under good leadership, it should implement a revival plan to secure its future, beginning with the States

KALYANI SHANKAR
oing by recent happenings, it
seems the Congress high command’s authority is gradually
eroding in several States, including
Telangana, Punjab, Rajasthan and
Karnataka. While the grand old
party is confronted with leadership
crisis at the national level, it is disintegrating in States, too. Senior
Congress leaders feel that with party
president Rahul Gandhi taking a
decision to step down, the refusal by
the Congress Working Committee
(CWC) and other leaders to accept it
and the subsequent silence on this
issue, the Congress is falling apart. In
such confusion, it isn’t surprising that
there is growing indiscipline and factionalism after the party performed
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poorly in the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.
Take for instance the Congress’
pathetic condition in Telangana. In a
huge setback, 12 of its MLAs sought
merger of the Congress Legislature
Party with the ruling Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) this week. State
unit chief Uttam Kumar Reddy has
alleged that the TRS purchased 12 of
its legislators. Retaining the remaining six will be a difficult job for the
Congress leadership. The State unit is
in serious trouble despite getting
three seats in the 2019 polls. In the last
Assembly, the TRS managed to merge
the TDP legislature party with it by
attracting 12 out of 15 MLAs who
won in the 2014 polls. Despite such
poaching attempts, the Congress
leadership is yet to recognise the gravity of the situation.
In Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh, where the party had
snatched power from the BJP in
December 2018, too, the party is facing trouble. The rift has already surfaced. In Rajasthan, some legislators,
who support deputy chief minister
Sachin Pilot, have demanded that
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot be

replaced by Pilot. On the other
hand, Gehlot has blamed Pilot for his
son’s defeat in Jodhpur. In Madhya
Pradesh, too, there is a demand that
Jyotiraditya Scindia be made the
Chief Minister. All of these are hap-

pening at a time when there is a
threat to the Government itself in
both States as the Congress majority is very thin. The third State facing instability is Karnataka, where the
Janata Dal (Secular)-Congress coalition is not doing well. There are
apprehensions that the State
Government might fall and if it
indeed does, it will further dent the
image of the Congress.
The grand old party, which ruled
independent India for 55 years out of
its 72 years so far, is now fated to sit
in the Opposition for 10 consecutive
years till 2024 — the longest such
spell. So far, the Congress, despite suffering defeats, could revive itself due
to the leadership of Indira Gandhi,
Rajiv Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi.
With such humiliating defeats,
the Gandhi family has to tread carefully now. The first thing, as senior
Congress leader Veerappa Moily suggested, is to remove the confusion
about who will lead the party.
The second is to save the present
Congress-ruled States from instability. At least three States — Rajasthan,
Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh — are

showing signs of turbulence.
Third, it must contain indiscipline and factionalism in the party as
is evident in Telangana, Karnataka,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh.
Because of a weak national leadership,
State units will dare to revolt and
switch sides.
The fourth is to check erosion in
the party in Telangana and elsewhere.
More people may leave the sinking
ship without a captain.
Fifth, the party must restructure
the party as the CWC, the top policy-making body, has authorised
Rahul Gandhi to do so. Many Statelevel heads have also submitted their
resignation, owning responsibility
for defeat. A new leadership is essential if the party hopes to rise again.
Lastly, the Congress leadership
should lift the sagging morale of party
workers. After all, everything is not lost
and it has to face many more Assembly
elections in the next five years.
The immediate challenge, however, is the upcoming Assembly polls to
Haryana, Maharashtra and Jharkhand.
Above all, it must function effectively
in the upcoming Parliament Session

and take the lead as the main
Opposition party by coordinating
floor management of other Opposition
parties.
CPP leader Sonia Gandhi is yet
to nominate who would lead the
party in the Lok Sabha. There are
many who feel that Rahul Gandhi
should take that responsibility and
steer the party in Parliament at least.
So far, the Congress scion has not
been attending the House regularly
and has also spoken occasionally.
Sonia Gandhi vowed at the first
Congress parliamentary party meeting
last week, “In an unprecedented crisis
lies an unprecedented opportunity. It
is up to us to grasp it with humility and
self-confidence, drawing the appropriate lessons from our defeat...
Undeterred by the many challenges
that lie ahead, we will rise again.”
A decimated Congress is certainly old but not grand any more. Many
have written obituaries for the
Congress but there is still time for the
party to reinvent itself and revive under
a good leadership.
(The writer is a senior political commentator and syndicated columnist)

FOREIGN EYE

DIGITAL INJUSTICE
Software is never
deployed in isolation.
Even when its inner
workings are impossible
to scrutinise, the motives
of those who deploy it
can be examined and
must be criticised – and
they must be held
responsible for the
effects of their
algorithms. Software
makes bigger mistakes
and faster than humans
can. It should not be
trusted with vital
decisions.
(The Guardian editorial)

money 10

LUCKNOW | WEDNESDAY | JUNE 12, 2019

Budget focus on food processing must
to boost farmer’s income: Experts
PTI n NEW DELHI

arm experts and agriculture
organisations Tuesday suggested that in the 2019-20 budget, the government should
focus on increasing farmers’
income by promoting food
processing and farm exports
besides addressing certain taxation issue.
They said that raising farm
output alone cannot ensure
better prices to farmers, there
was a need to promote food
processing and allied farm
activities like animal husbandry, fishery and poultry.
They said public and private investment in the farm sector should be raised substantially.
In the first pre-budget consultative committee meeting
called by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, agriexperts sought goods and services tax (GST) relief on some
farm items, especially on milk
products to be reduced to 5 per
cent and continuation of tax
exemptions to agriculture
cooperatives in the country.
Sitharaman will be presenting the 2019-20 budget on
July 5.
Senior officials of the
finance and agriculture ministries as well as representatives
of different agriculture groups
were also present in the two-
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Govt removes export
incentives for onion
New Delhi (PTI): The government has removed incentives for
export of fresh and chilled onions, a move aimed at discouraging outbound shipments of the kitchen staple due to rising prices
in the domestic market. Exporters of onion were earlier availing incentives under Merchandise Exports from India Scheme
(MEIS) at the rate of 10 per cent.
The Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), an arm
of the commerce ministry, in a public notice dated June 9, stated it is withdrawing the benefits for exports of fresh and chilled
onions. “The rate at which MEIS benefits for exports of fresh
and chilled onions is granted under the foreign trade policy has
been made zero from the current 10 per cent with immediate
effect,” it said.
In December last year, the government had doubled the rate
of incentives from 5 per cent to 10 per cent under this scheme
to boost shipments and ensure better returns for farmers.
and-half hour of meeting here.
“Many participants emphasised on promoting food processing in the country. There
has been some growth in food
processing in the last two years
only. Before that the growth
rate was negative,” Niti Aayog
member Ramesh Chand told
reporters after the meeting.
So there was lot of emphasis from many experts that agriculture cannot move to the next
stage of development if the government does not promote
food processing, he said,
adding that promoting food
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processing will help create
demand and better prices to
farmers.
That apart, Chand said,
“we discussed about promoting
agri-exports, linkage with nonfarm issues, ways to boost
public and private investment
in agriculture sector and
regional development.”
Farmers’ body Bharat
Krishak Samaj (BKS)
Chairman Ajay Vir Jakhar said,
“the basic thrust was on longterm investment in agriculture”.
BKS has suggested the government to ensure fund share

between the state and the centre under the centrally sponsored scheme should be made
in the ratio of 90:10 from the
current 60:40 for the next five
years.
“We have also suggested
the government to reduce GST
on milk products to 5 per
cent,” he said, adding that the
Finance Minister was very
receptive to the suggestions.
Echoing views, National
Cooperative Union of India
(NCUI) Chief Executive
Satyanarayana demanded that
the government should further
empower financially viable
Primar y
Agriculture
Cooperatives (PACs) and help
farmers sell their produce effectively.
There are 98,000 PACs in
the country, of which 63,000
are viable as per the government’s standards. Of 63,000,
one third are financially sound
and working well.
That apart, the government should continue tax
exemption to cooperatives and
set aside separate funds to create awareness about new government programmes.
Industry body CII Director
General Chandrajit Banerjee
suggested that the government
should promote rural-start ups
on a pilot basis and set aside a
separate fund for this purpose.

Sensex gains
further on
global cues

PV sales face steepest
decline in nearly 18 yrs

PTI n MUMBAI

PTI n NEW DELHI

ising for a third straight sesassenger vehicle wholesales
sion, the BSE benchmark Pin India witnessed the
R
Sensex Tuesday added another steepest decline in nearly 18
166 points on the back of strong
buying in banking, metal and
energy stocks amid positive global cues. After rallying nearly 300
points during the day, the BSE
gauge settled 165.94 points, or
0.42 per cent, higher at 39,950.46.
The index hit an intra-day high
of 40,066.31 and a low of
40,066.31. Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty rose 42.90 points, or
0.36 per cent, to settle at
11,965.60. During the day, the
index touched a high of 12,000.35
and a low of 11,904.35. Top gainers in the Sensex pack were Tata
Motors, ONGC, Yes Bank,
IndusInd Bank and Vedanta —
rising up to 2.71 per cent.
On the other hand, Sun
Pharma, M&M, L&T, Coal India
and HUL fell up to 3 per cent.
Sectorally, metal, oil and gas
and banking indices rose as
much as 1.33 per cent.
Markets traded on a positive
note following favourable global cues in Asian markets as sentiments turned upbeat after the
US announced deal with Mexico
and investors turned hopeful of
further progress on US-China
trade talks, said Narendra
Solanki, Head Fundamental
Research (Investment Services) AVP Equity Research, Anand
Rathi Shares and Stock Brokers.

years, dropping by over 20 per
cent in May, as continued
weakness in retail offtake
forced manufacturers to cut
production in order to adjust to
market demand.
The passenger vehicle (PV)
sales declined for a seventh
straight month in May to
2,39,347 units against 3,01,238
units in the year-ago month. In
fact, barring October last year,
when sales were up 1.55 per
cent, PV offtake has been in the
negative in the ten months off
the last 11 months.
The dip last month is the
worst since September 2001,
when sales had dropped by
21.91 per cent.
All major segments,
including two-wheelers and
commercial vehicles, witnessed
a decline in sales in May,
according to data released by
the Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM).
Domestic car sales declined
26.03 per cent to 1,47,546 units
as against 1,99,479 units in May
2018. Motorcycle sales last
month were down 4.89 per cent
to 11,62,373 units as against
12,22,164 units a year earlier.
Total two-wheeler sales in
May declined 6.73 per cent to

17,26,206 units compared to
18,50,698 units in the year-ago
month. Sales of commercial
vehicles were down 10.02 per
cent to 68,847 units in May,
SIAM said.
Vehicle sales across categories registered a decline of
8.62 per cent to 20,86,358 units
from 22,83,262 units in May
2018, it added.
“The downhill drive continues in May. Retail sales figures are comparatively better
than wholesales which show
that the industry is taking steps
to cut production. Inventory
correction is taking place. We
have not witnessed such slowdown in the last 15 years,”
SIAM Director General Vishnu
Mathur told reporters here.
With this kind of market
situation, now is the time for
the government to step in and
come in with some steps to
stimulate growth, he added.
The government had
helped the industry recover
previously in 2011-12 and
2008-9 with various policy
measures including cut in
excise duty, Mathur said.
Terming the situation as
“unprecedented”, SIAM Deputy
Director General Sugato Sen
said the industry body has
asked the government to
reduce goods and services tax
(GST) on all categories of vehicles from 28 per cent to 18 per
cent.

“The government should
also come up with a vehicle
scrappage policy. It would help
create market for new vehicles.
Also we are seeking from government to restore incentives
given on research and development in the form of weighted tax deduction to previous
level (200 per cent),” he added.
Faced with low demand,
the industry has been cutting
production across segments. In
May, the cut across segments
stood at 7.97 per cent.
“We are hoping that the
situation may improve in the
second half with pre-buy happening before the BS VI
change. Every sector is down
and the government should
recognise that slowdown is for
real and they need to address
it,” Mathur said.
Sen further said, “Time
has come for some serious
intervention to be made by the
government for stimulating
demand in the market. We
though that post election we
will see some revival but that
has not happened. This is
unprecedented”.
On government’s plan to
ban internal combustion
engine three-wheelers and twowheelers to adopt electric ones
by 2025, he added that there
should be an intergrated and
practical approach for the matter and not deadlines to convert
into electric vehicles (EVs).
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3522.00 3564.00
VMART
2275.00 2310.00
INDUSINDBK
1565.00 1595.00
ICICIBANK
419.35 423.90
JUSTDIAL
748.40 749.25
IBREALEST
122.95 124.00
ZEEL
336.10 349.30
COALINDIA
260.15 262.45
TATASTEEL
489.85 493.85
BANKBARODA
119.50 121.95
BHEL
68.40
70.10
LT
1535.25 1539.90
AUROPHARMA
629.00 655.00
PNB
77.55
79.15
IEX
147.60 152.60
WIPRO
297.80 299.50
JISLJALEQS
37.00
41.40
AXISBANK
817.70 821.35
HINDALCO
200.00 200.80
MARUTI
6970.00 7015.60
BATAINDIA
1423.00 1428.85
GAIL
308.15 311.85
IBVENTURES
279.00 283.50
CANBK
260.00 269.15
SUNTV
530.15 536.50
GRAPHITE
413.00 427.45
TITAN
1275.00 1284.50
ACC
1595.00 1600.75
JUBLFOOD
1347.40 1364.45
FLFL
442.75 461.90
HIMATSEIDE
183.00 183.00
PIDILITIND
1291.75 1305.00
ULTRACEMCO
4616.00 4630.50
VEDL
166.40 169.85
ASHOKLEY
91.15
91.65
ITC
280.30 281.50
RPOWER
5.62
6.05
PEL
2124.40 2188.50
BPCL
389.50 393.50
NCC
96.20
96.45
NESTLEIND
11750.00 11820.00
BANKINDIA
88.10
89.20
INDIGO
1662.00 1683.00
BRITANNIA
3005.00 3009.90
HEG
1580.00 1658.75
HDFC
2202.20 2202.95
HINDPETRO
305.05 310.25
HINDUNILVR
1853.00 1856.85
DLF
189.95 192.80
UJJIVAN
348.00 351.50
PAGEIND
20174.00 20269.90
M&MFIN
417.00 428.00
DISHTV
27.70
30.35
FINOLEXIND
486.30 518.80
ADANIPORTS
426.00 427.50
CHOLAFIN
1456.10 1525.95
JSWSTEEL
268.00 274.05
HEROMOTOCO 2764.70 2791.50
BEL
108.00 111.00
TATAGLOBAL
253.00 256.40
NATIONALUM
49.50
50.10
L&TFH
124.50 125.80
BAJAJ-AUTO
2992.45 3024.45
VENKYS
1960.05 1975.00
DRREDDY
2644.60 2644.60
MGL
890.00 891.05
RECLTD
152.05 156.50
UPL
1010.00 1037.85
JINDALSTEL
157.75 162.70
BHARATFIN
987.00 1005.00
SAIL
48.70
49.80
ASIANPAINT
1435.00 1435.00
KOTAKBANK
1505.05 1512.45
BEML
959.80 962.10
SRTRANSFIN
1076.10 1112.95
LTTS
1693.25 1708.95
MCX
805.00 828.00
FEDERALBNK
106.50 108.00
DEEPAKNI
292.25 294.60
PVR
1767.35 1767.35
GODREJPROP
895.00 907.55
BHARTIARTL
361.85 366.20
IOC
160.65 162.70
M&M
647.20 647.20
ESCORTS
583.15 594.45
PFC
132.60 134.10
BHARATFORG
463.90 476.70
ABB
1560.00 1580.15
APOLLOHOSP
1386.00 1400.85

Low
668.70
2441.95
133.55
51.00
1093.35
87.95
60.05
1317.20
525.80
86.60
135.20
383.85
342.85
2233.00
183.30
192.70
103.90
751.20
107.15
165.80
3511.75
2230.00
1561.40
413.15
733.45
116.55
332.15
257.60
487.30
117.65
67.70
1522.55
619.50
76.95
146.95
296.50
35.25
807.50
195.70
6931.35
1410.00
303.00
261.00
258.20
511.00
407.40
1267.50
1583.00
1318.35
438.85
169.50
1282.95
4575.00
165.65
89.85
279.40
5.31
2076.25
379.80
92.85
11518.50
86.70
1656.20
2971.00
1564.70
2182.30
301.90
1831.25
185.70
329.00
20013.05
415.00
26.05
485.00
423.25
1456.10
265.25
2748.10
107.60
250.50
48.90
121.90
2982.00
1915.95
2596.65
858.15
150.70
1010.00
156.10
987.00
48.10
1411.00
1493.60
942.65
1068.65
1684.00
805.00
104.35
270.00
1723.05
894.00
358.05
159.40
636.50
580.50
131.35
459.75
1541.45
1373.20

LTP
674.65
2449.35
139.30
62.00
1107.45
93.90
64.95
1328.55
536.75
89.95
141.80
389.80
347.35
2252.85
191.75
193.10
107.45
754.85
111.95
170.65
3547.50
2239.95
1587.25
421.45
742.60
120.50
345.75
258.75
492.80
121.20
69.70
1524.70
650.60
78.60
147.65
297.90
40.80
814.95
199.50
6973.00
1420.65
306.10
280.25
268.30
524.95
420.50
1280.60
1590.75
1322.95
444.75
172.50
1287.75
4579.70
169.25
91.20
280.00
5.95
2167.65
387.05
94.85
11641.30
88.70
1676.70
2981.70
1621.65
2190.35
308.55
1841.75
191.50
332.05
20081.95
425.70
30.00
514.05
426.05
1514.50
273.30
2775.90
110.40
255.45
49.80
124.90
2990.40
1929.90
2603.80
879.50
155.75
1035.05
162.10
999.55
49.55
1426.25
1507.50
957.20
1105.75
1700.95
820.40
107.45
290.15
1735.65
901.30
363.10
162.30
638.20
589.70
133.60
474.85
1550.35
1383.25

INDIACEM
ONGC
ADANIPOWER
MOTHERSUMI
INFIBEAM
UNIONBANK
CONCOR
GDL
PIIND
BAJAJFINSV
LUPIN
CIPLA
MANAPPURAM
PNBHOUSING
TATAPOWER

98.00
165.00
47.70
119.90
45.15
72.35
535.25
134.35
1068.00
8300.00
727.55
555.00
138.90
814.95
66.40

100.80
170.05
48.75
120.70
48.45
74.50
541.00
139.95
1097.50
8332.80
732.65
566.20
140.90
824.75
67.20

IDEA
12.80
13.24
WOCKPHARMA
378.00 399.70
VOLTAS
625.00 625.00
TECHM
769.00 770.00
EICHERMOT
20202.00 20212.00
IDFCFIRSTB
42.35
42.95
HAVELLS
795.80 796.45
LICHSGFIN
554.75 555.00
JUBILANT
480.00 480.00
CENTURYTEX
996.00 996.00
MAHSCOOTER
4391.85 4580.00
WESTLIFE
331.75 333.00
RAJESHEXPO
659.55 659.55
PARAGMILK
244.00 244.70
DMART
1291.00 1305.00
OMAXE
203.55 203.55
STAR
429.00 432.00
SUNTECK
476.05 478.90
SUZLON
4.70
4.92
SRF
2909.05 2924.95
GRASIM
886.10 895.55
DELTACORP
190.00 191.45
ICICIGI
1198.30 1200.00
ORIENTBANK
91.00
92.40
THERMAX
1066.45 1138.90
BALKRISIND
795.00 797.50
HDFCLIFE
451.65 451.65
TVSMOTOR
481.45 481.45
CADILAHC
248.00 252.70
TATAMTRDVR
82.00
85.00
IDBI
36.75
37.50
TATACHEM
628.40 640.70
TATAELXSI
858.05 873.95
IGL
340.50 347.90
AMBUJACEM
223.05 224.70
DIVISLAB
1565.35 1568.50
DBL
464.00 464.00
RBLBANK
679.00 679.00
COLPAL
1160.00 1181.85
BOMDYEING
122.70 123.80
SIEMENS
1277.00 1277.00
MPHASIS
963.00 963.00
INDIANB
263.35 271.45
NBCC
58.75
60.00
CGPOWER
31.75
32.90
INFRATEL
284.00 288.40
PERSISTENT*
616.65 640.00
ICICIPRULI
379.50 379.50
MUTHOOTFIN
640.25 654.55
IRB
116.25 119.45
FSL
51.40
54.10
AVANTI
353.50 365.00
AJANTPHARM
1015.00 1015.00
RELAXO
851.00 854.75
APOLLOTYRE
196.70 196.70
RCOM
1.75
1.75
BLISSGVS
157.40 158.80
J&KBANK
50.00
51.05
DABUR
410.00 414.00
MRF
55576.10 56360.50
NOCIL
125.70 126.75
TV18BRDCST
26.70
28.00
NTPC
135.90 136.50
EDELWEISS
182.15 186.50
RADICO
299.00 302.40
JAICORPLTD
111.85 113.90
ALBK
40.60
42.20
CEATLTD
965.00 979.00

96.85 100.10
165.00 169.00
46.65
48.25
117.40 118.05
44.60
47.35
72.15
74.15
532.30 536.10
134.10 137.20
1064.05 1091.15
8251.00 8282.00
722.35 728.60
551.00 560.10
136.45 139.55
811.00 817.20
66.00
66.30

12.51
376.35
613.15
760.00
20032.05
41.50
786.40
541.00
472.05
979.20
4367.85
325.00
656.50
240.00
1288.20
200.50
423.05
462.15
4.22
2882.00
877.15
185.50
1140.10
89.60
1066.45
784.00
444.80
473.10
241.70
81.10
36.15
622.60
850.75
339.45
221.75
1552.00
440.55
668.50
1155.20
119.05
1263.00
941.55
260.75
57.65
31.10
279.25
592.90
365.00
635.70
113.70
51.15
348.45
986.10
840.00
191.05
1.66
153.00
48.05
407.00
55570.00
124.45
26.20
133.80
178.45
290.05
110.50
40.20
954.70

13.15
396.25
615.55
761.90
20095.60
42.60
791.60
545.90
475.80
989.75
4571.15
325.35
657.25
243.50
1293.00
201.90
430.50
470.90
4.78
2892.40
890.40
187.50
1150.45
91.90
1132.55
791.65
445.25
476.70
251.25
84.60
36.85
636.75
867.25
341.20
223.10
1559.05
444.95
669.95
1175.45
120.00
1269.65
944.55
269.40
59.65
32.75
283.70
633.35
371.65
643.05
117.80
53.00
359.95
997.60
843.05
195.55
1.67
155.30
48.70
409.65
56250.25
125.50
27.85
135.25
183.90
293.80
112.50
41.95
973.90

EMAMILTD
CANFINHOME
BERGEPAINT
SYNDIBANK
RNAM
IBULISL
PHILIPCARB
ABBOTINDIA
PTC
TORNTPOWER
FORTIS
ENGINERSIN
ITI
DCBBANK
KTKBANK
ABCAPITAL
NAUKRI
LTI
IDFC
BANDHANBNK
SWANENERGY
RCF
SOBHA
GODREJCP
RAIN
FRETAIL
UBL
CENTRUM
GNFC
CHENNPETRO
CUB
VINATIORGA
GMRINFRA
SBILIFE
VIPIND
HSCL
REPCOHOME
BAJAJHLDNG
CHAMBLFERT
EXIDEIND
NIITTECH
AMARAJABAT
EQUITAS
BBTC
HEXAWARE
GRUH
GSFC
FCONSUMER
LAKSHVILAS
SOUTHBANK
RAYMOND
FORCEMOT
NAVINFLUOR
WELSPUNIND
BOSCHLTD
SYNGENE
NESCO
ZENSARTECH
GODFRYPHLP
MINDTREE
IPCALAB
MMTC
SCHAEFFLER
SUNDRMFAST
GLENMARK
HINDZINC
INTELLECT
VGUARD
OIL
PETRONET
MARICO
SPARC
OBEROIRLTY
GRANULES
ASTRAL
AARTIIND
PGHL
GUJGAS
KAJARIACER
LAURUSLABS
KSCL
CUMMINSIND
HUDCO
MEGH
CASTROLIND
MOTILALOFS
WELCORP
ASHOKA
DCAL
MRPL
CROMPTON
TATACOMM
HFCL
ABFRL
INOXLEISUR
AUBANK
BASF
SYMPHONY
GUJALKALI
PHOENIXLTD
TRIDENT
TORNTPHARM
JKTYRE
IFCI
GODREJAGRO
GREAVESCOT
TATACOFFEE
GUJFLUORO
MAHABANK
BDL

341.35 343.30
350.10 350.10
327.65 331.05
33.75
34.60
217.70 222.50
245.00 245.00
137.00 137.60
8290.00 8649.00
69.05
69.70
249.00 250.90
127.65 134.70
117.00 119.50
95.20
96.70
241.60 241.60
108.00 109.15
97.10
97.70
2280.00 2325.20
1797.70 1819.95
36.30
36.60
557.05 562.35
105.95 106.00
64.85
64.85
552.00 572.90
692.10 692.10
105.05 107.90
469.90 479.85
1344.50 1346.30
28.30
28.75
268.50 268.50
213.95 215.00
216.00 218.50
2095.00 2104.65
14.70
15.10
697.50 703.00
464.55 467.40
113.90 114.70
383.45 384.95
3654.25 3799.00
190.00 191.15
210.50 214.40
1336.15 1349.95
630.00 641.00
138.95 139.45
1159.80 1164.00
355.00 355.00
301.25 305.00
101.50 102.85
42.45
42.80
71.55
72.00
13.67
13.75
812.75 818.75
1503.00 1514.00
711.40 751.00
55.25
55.80
17120.00 17236.65
336.95 344.50
545.45 579.90
257.00 271.30
890.05 899.80
977.35 979.00
932.20 939.00
26.15
26.15
5068.80 5255.00
526.55 544.50
533.70 534.00
244.00 244.00
266.90 268.75
242.95 244.55
181.50 183.40
240.00 243.90
378.55 379.95
139.00 140.00
530.00 550.00
107.35 107.35
1343.05 1379.00
1755.50 1757.55
4000.00 4019.00
185.95 189.40
620.15 624.00
347.20 347.80
527.05 534.20
771.05 773.55
40.80
41.20
67.90
67.90
144.75 147.20
728.50 747.00
139.60 142.00
139.00 145.00
245.00 258.15
60.00
60.30
244.20 248.85
503.00 509.75
21.15
21.20
219.50 221.50
330.00 335.00
701.75 711.55
1359.95 1419.00
1301.00 1351.25
542.00 543.00
649.50 660.00
67.35
67.35
1513.65 1538.95
80.50
80.65
9.16
9.22
529.00 529.00
149.00 151.00
87.45
87.90
1128.85 1128.85
15.60
16.75
285.00 304.85

338.10
336.70
327.00
33.30
215.05
228.70
132.55
8290.00
68.70
246.40
127.60
116.10
93.10
237.00
106.15
96.25
2247.70
1786.95
35.30
542.50
104.25
63.45
550.90
681.00
103.10
469.90
1325.60
27.85
261.35
205.50
215.50
2000.00
14.60
694.55
457.05
111.60
371.45
3641.10
186.10
209.30
1333.00
629.20
136.15
1139.00
347.00
299.55
100.70
41.50
67.40
13.35
809.10
1489.00
711.30
53.80
17095.40
331.00
543.85
255.70
888.00
971.95
920.70
24.70
4999.00
526.55
526.00
240.30
263.10
240.95
179.95
236.15
376.05
135.80
530.00
104.35
1336.80
1726.00
3975.00
181.95
615.00
342.15
519.50
760.30
39.80
66.35
143.00
711.20
138.15
134.40
240.45
58.50
244.00
499.45
20.85
218.50
326.50
695.50
1347.45
1272.50
530.15
644.90
65.30
1513.00
79.75
8.85
496.90
147.50
86.10
1090.00
15.45
281.85

339.45
346.10
328.60
34.45
219.70
228.70
135.85
8587.70
69.30
247.80
132.55
118.75
93.40
237.85
108.45
97.05
2262.10
1800.35
36.15
560.45
105.85
63.90
570.85
685.50
106.25
476.95
1343.90
28.45
266.20
210.90
217.55
2018.65
15.00
697.10
460.95
114.30
379.45
3780.15
186.65
213.75
1338.45
638.90
137.25
1143.35
349.70
303.00
101.65
42.50
68.20
13.66
814.30
1496.50
745.45
55.10
17155.10
336.35
575.15
259.90
896.20
977.40
923.65
24.90
5123.55
541.10
527.65
241.60
265.15
242.75
182.10
243.25
376.85
137.90
535.70
104.90
1374.90
1728.30
3994.45
188.45
619.45
346.85
527.25
763.75
41.05
66.55
146.60
725.30
139.35
141.45
248.90
60.15
247.65
506.75
21.00
220.60
329.35
708.15
1386.20
1312.20
533.25
649.85
65.65
1535.50
80.10
9.18
500.30
148.05
86.40
1098.15
16.50
292.65

KEC
NHPC
KEI
SHREECEM
JPASSOCIAT
ADVENZYMES
3MINDIA
ATUL
QUESS
RAMCOCEM
PFIZER
BAJAJELEC
PNCINFRA
DEEPAKFERT
SADBHAV
SCHNEIDER
FINCABLES
MFSL
WHIRLPOOL
MAXINDIA
HINDCOPPER
GODREJIND
COCHINSHIP
ADANIGREEN
ITDC
INDHOTEL
SANOFI
JKLAKSHMI
BLUESTARCO
VBL
NATCOPHARM
JAMNAAUTO
GSKCONS
KALPATPOWR
GULFOILLUB
MINDAIND
ADANITRANS
RATNAMANI
JSWENERGY
HEIDELBERG
OFSS
GREENPLY
CRISIL
JINDALSAW
NBVENTURES*
AEGISLOG
GLAXO
ASTRAZEN
SHANKARA
MAGMA
SHK
GPPL
LINDEINDIA
SUVEN
TAKE
PRESTIGE
WABAG
TIINDIA
NAVKARCORP
JSLHISAR
DCMSHRIRAM
TRENT
HERITGFOOD
PGHH
ALKEM
CARERATING
BIRLACORPN
MINDACORP
GSPL
UFLEX
GMDCLTD
APARINDS
THOMASCOOK
ORIENTCEM
CENTRALBK
SUPREMEIND
LAXMIMACH
JKCEMENT
COROMANDEL
SONATSOFTW
ISGEC
ZYDUSWELL
GRINDWELL
NILKAMAL
PRSMJOHNSN
KANSAINER
BALMLAWRIE
KPRMILL
JYOTHYLAB
ERIS
ESSELPRO
GHCL
JBCHEPHARM
FORBESCO
JCHAC
IFBIND
LUXIND
NETWORK18
SREINFRA
KNRCON
GILLETTE
TIMETECHNO
INDOSTAR
ISEC
ENDURANCE
SOLARINDS
ECLERX
EIDPARRY
VTL
WABCOINDIA

313.60 319.20
24.65
24.90
482.00 482.40
20886.80 20886.80
4.32
4.32
195.50 202.50
22550.00 22667.30
4064.65 4147.00
590.00 612.00
797.05 801.15
3149.25 3217.25
518.50 518.50
201.55 202.70
136.55 138.10
259.00 262.70
97.40 101.10
463.15 480.10
434.75 441.80
1587.75 1587.80
64.50
66.50
42.00
42.30
479.45 485.40
389.55 393.10
42.80
43.10
272.70 281.65
146.20 150.50
5455.00 5615.50
358.00 365.00
809.00 809.00
944.00 950.00
545.00 545.90
55.35
56.60
7759.20 7759.20
499.00 511.95
900.00 900.00
333.90 336.00
224.95 230.45
988.00 993.00
70.70
70.95
214.00 214.00
3311.00 3328.55
165.80 167.95
1503.95 1504.20
84.75
85.70
95.55
98.30
224.00 224.20
1274.95 1274.95
1888.00 1915.00
491.75 510.00
130.05 131.95
146.55 148.00
83.65
84.50
549.00 556.00
273.80 274.65
142.35 144.05
268.60 270.00
318.45 325.55
392.10 397.00
30.50
33.50
84.85
84.85
513.50 522.80
400.80 403.80
414.00 420.85
10782.25 11000.00
1799.90 1818.05
958.90 961.65
649.85 649.85
117.35 120.00
186.75 189.50
246.60 253.90
76.30
76.30
640.95 641.00
233.00 233.05
110.50 116.00
24.10
24.10
1083.85 1085.00
5359.25 5393.25
1027.50 1035.00
429.90 432.00
353.40 355.85
448.00 454.00
1365.00 1404.15
598.95 600.00
1213.95 1217.40
93.05
94.50
442.00 454.00
189.20 190.95
623.70 630.50
169.00 175.15
502.00 516.00
128.75 129.35
243.80 246.20
369.85 380.45
1965.00 1999.00
1830.00 1850.00
775.10 806.60
1316.80 1316.85
29.15
29.35
22.25
22.30
288.90 289.25
7376.35 7439.95
97.90
97.90
372.00 372.00
230.00 231.00
1207.50 1214.70
1172.95 1179.75
933.05 942.00
175.25 178.00
1093.55 1120.00
6125.30 6208.05

309.90
24.55
468.00
20636.00
4.03
195.50
22322.00
4061.55
586.30
792.00
3119.85
499.50
195.05
134.50
254.95
97.15
451.00
432.00
1551.90
64.50
41.40
477.00
384.60
41.95
269.40
146.20
5455.00
356.00
793.50
927.05
537.20
54.25
7675.00
490.00
892.00
330.05
220.50
974.30
69.45
206.00
3298.00
163.05
1478.00
84.30
95.50
220.20
1262.05
1866.00
490.20
129.55
145.60
81.00
541.00
271.75
137.60
264.75
318.40
389.95
29.80
80.80
513.50
400.00
414.00
10782.25
1789.90
950.00
629.70
116.85
185.60
245.40
75.00
619.20
229.00
109.80
23.75
1075.10
5338.00
1012.00
425.00
352.00
445.00
1365.00
590.40
1200.10
93.00
439.00
188.05
623.40
168.90
490.00
128.00
241.25
366.15
1960.00
1795.00
775.10
1280.10
28.70
21.55
280.10
7371.35
95.90
357.05
225.50
1192.00
1155.05
925.00
175.05
1085.15
6120.00

316.70
24.70
473.70
20806.00
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Zardari sent on 10-day Pompeo to boost ties with India during Delhi visit
physical remand
S
PTI n WASHINGTON

PTI n ISLAMABAD

ormer Pakistan president
Asif Ali Zardari was sent on
F
a 10-day physical remand by an
accountability court here on
Tuesday, a day after he was
arrested in a multi-million dollar money laundering case.
A team of the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
arrested the Pakistan Peoples
Party co-chairman hours after
the Islamabad High Court
rejected his bail plea.
Zardari, 63, and his sister
are two of the main accused in
the money laundering scandal
which utilised fake bank
accounts to channel illegally
gained funds out of Pakistan.
According to the NAB officials, the duo made transactions of Rs 150 million through
alleged fake bank accounts.
The arrest warrants were
issued on Sunday by the NAB,
the anti-corruption watchdog,
which is probing them in the
fake bank accounts case.
Zardari was brought to the
court on Friday by a team of
the accountability bureau.
During the court proceedings,the NAB requested 14-day
physical remand for Zardari,

which was opposed by his
counsel Farooq H Naek.
NAB officials had requested the court for 14-day physical remand of the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) leader.
NAB prosecutor Muzaffar
Abbasi informed the court that
fake bank accounts were
opened with the help of bank
officials. Abbasi said that
Zardari had been arrested and
his remand was necessary for
investigation.
Zardari requested the court
for more facilities in the NAB
prison. He also requested for an
attendant and medical facilities.
The court has ordered
Zardari to be presented before
the court on June 21, Geo TV
reported.
At least 500 police personnel were being deployed
around the federal capital for
security purpose. At least 300
policemen were deployed outside the NAB headquarters,
while roads leading to accountability court remained closed
for all kind of traffic.
Prior to his arrival at the
court, a three-member team of
doctors conducted a medical
examination of the former
president. According to the

NAB sources, Zardari was
found to be fit for physical
remand.
The report was presented
to the accountability court
judge in his chambers.
Zardari, the 11th President
of Pakistan from 2008 to 2013,
has denied any link with the
fake accounts. He has said the
allegation was part of a vilification campaign by the ruling
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party
to malign opposition leaders.
He was elected as a member of the National Assembly
from the NA-213 Nawabshah
seat of Sindh province in last
year’s general election.
Zardari’s arrest prompted a
strong reaction from the
Opposition and sporadic
protests by PPP workers in various parts of the country, mostly in the party-ruled Sindh
province.
Terming his father’s arrest
an act of “political victimisation” by the government, PPP
chairman Bilawal BhuttoZardari said the Constitution
guarantees the right of fair
trial to every citizen. He
appealed to party workers to
remain calm and wait for party
directives.

ecretary of State Mike
Pompeo has said that his
upcoming visit to New Delhi
will be focused on advancing
America’s “incredibly important” ties with India which is a
significant part of President
Donald Trump’s strategy to
advance the shared goal of a
“free and open” Indo-Pacific
region, where China is flexing
its muscles.
Pompeo would leave for
New Delhi on June 24, State
Department spokesperson
Morgan Ortagus told reporters
on Monday.
New Delhi would be
Pompeo’s first stop and South
Korea his last during the nearly week-long visit to the IndoPacific region, beginning June
24, that would also take him to
Sri Lanka and Japan.
Before starting his trip,
Pompeo will address the India
Ideas Summit of US-India
Business Council on June 12.
“I’ll be speaking to a group
of Indian business leaders in
preparation for the trip that I’ll
take in a couple weeks where
I’ll be visiting India, an important part of President Trump’s
strategy in the Indo-Pacific,” he
told reporters at the Foggy
Bottom headquarters of the US
State Department.
“I’m looking forward to the

opportunity both to give the set
of remarks about how it is our
relationship is so closely tied
economically, but also importantly the things that the United
States and India can continue
to do to build out what is an
incredibly important relationship for both countries,”
Pompeo said.
State
Department
spokesperson Ortagus said that
Pompeo will travel to the IndoPacific region from June 24 to
June 30 to “broaden and deepen America’s partnership with
key countries to advance their
shared goal of a free and open
Indo-Pacific.”
“The secretary’s first stop
will be in New Delhi, India.
Prime Minister (Narendra)
Modi’s recent election victory
provides an excellent opportunity for him to implement his
vision for a strong and prosperous India that plays a leading role on the global stage,” she
said.
India, the US and several
other world powers have been
talking about the need to
ensure a free, open and thriving Indo-Pacific in the backdrop of China’s rising military
maneuvering in the region.
China has been trying to
expand its military presence in
the Indo-Pacific, which is a biogeographic region, comprising the Indian Ocean and the

western and central Pacific
Ocean, including the South
China Sea.
China claims almost all of
the South China Sea. Vietnam,
the Philippines, Malaysia,
Brunei and Taiwan have
counter claims over the sea.
China has expanded
through reclamation or built
entirely new man-made islands
atop coral reefs and has
equipped many of them with

military installations and airfields.
Prime Minister Modi during his recent visit to the
Maldives underscored India’s
firm commitment to make the
strategic Indo-Pacific an area
for shared economic growth,
saying it has been “our lifeline,
and also the highway for trade
and prosperity.”
Pompeo will preview elements of a cooperative agenda

Hamza Shehbaz arrested by
NAB officials in Lahore court

Indian pilgrims
killed in Nepal
road mishap

50 pc tariff on US motorcycles
by India unacceptable: Trump

PTI n LAHORE

PTI n KATHMANDU

PTI n WASHINGTON

pposition leader in
Pakistan’s
Punjab
O
Assembly Hamza Shehbaz was
arrested Tuesday inside the
Lahore High Court by the officials of the country’s anti-graft
body in cases related to money
laundering and holding assets
beyond means, according to a
media report.
The arrest took place after
a two-member Lahore High
Court (LHC) bench dismissed
bail applications filed by
Hamza after his lawyer opted
to withdraw the pleas in two
corruption cases.
Pakistan Muslim League –
Nawaz (PML-N) vice president
is under investigation by the
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) in the Ramzan Sugar
Mills, Saaf Paani project and
assets beyond known means of
income cases.
Hamza, the son of PML-N
president and National
Assembly opposition leader
Shahbaz Sharif, told reporters
prior to his arrest that not even
a “one rupee” corruption could
be proven against him.

“I will quit politics if it is
proven that I was involved in
corrupt practices,” he was quoted as saying by the Dawn
newspaper.
A large number of PML-N
workers blocked Lahore’s Mall
road and protested against the
move. A scuffle between police
and party supporters also broke
out outside the court.
His arrest comes a day
after former president Asif Ali
Zardari was arrested by NAB in
Islamabad.
On April 5, the accountability watchdog had failed in
its bid to arrest Hamza — in a
case of money laundering and
owning assets beyond means
— as it faced strong resistance
from the Sharif family’s security men as well as PML-N supporters.
NAB has found evidence of
money laundering on a massive
scale through which Shehbaz
and his family accumulated
assets in the UK.
According to sources privy
to NAB’s investigation, the illegally accumulated assets are
worth Rs 85 billion to Rs 100
billion and were bought during

Shebaz’s tenure as the Punjab
Chief Minister.
In the Ramzan Sugar Mills
corruption case, Shehbaz and
his son Hamza are accused of
“fraudulently and dishonestly”
causing a Rs 213 million loss to
the national exchequer.
Shehbaz was arrested by
the National Accountability
Bureau in October 2018 and
released on bail on February 14.
His brother and three-time
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
has been serving a seven-year
prison term at Kot Lakhpat Jail
in Lahore since December 24,
2018 when an accountability
court convicted him in one of
the three corruption cases filed
in the wake of the apex court’s
July 28, 2017 order in Panama
Papers case.
Both Sharif and his daughter Maryam have been sentenced to seven years in prison,
respectively. Maryam’s husband Muhammad Safdar was
jailed for one year in the same
case. Sharif and his family
have denied any wrongdoing
and allege that the corruption
cases against them are politically motivated.

passenger bus carrying 60
onald Trump has again
Indian pilgrims has been Dcriticised India’s high
A
hit by a truck in Nepal’s import tariff on the iconic
Rautahat district, killing two
persons on the spot and
wounding 21 others, a media
report said Tuesday.
The accident occurred late
Monday night when the
Kathmandu-bound
bus
stopped at Paurai forest area in
Chandrapur Municipality-1 for
the passengers to freshen up,
said Nabin Karki, Deputy
Superintendent of Police at
Rautahat District Police Office.
There were 60 pilgrims
inside the bus which was
pushed some 20 metres into the
forest after being rammed from
behind by the truck, the officer
said. The deceased have been
identified as Bijay Kumar Jena
(52) and Charan Bishal (54),
both from Odisha, Karki told
The Himalayan Times, adding
that they died on the spot.
The bodies of the deceased
have been kept at a government
health
facility
in
Chandranigahapur municipality for post-mortem.

Harley Davidson motorcycles
as “unacceptable” while
acknowledging that his “good
friend” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has reduced it
from 100 per cent to 50 per
cent, even as the US President
rued that America is a bank
that everybody wants to “rob”.
Trump said the United
States, under his leadership, is
a country that can no longer be
fooled.
“We’re not the foolish
country that does so badly. You
look at India, very good friend
of mine, Prime Minister
(Narendra) Modi, you take a
look at what they’ve done, 100
per cent tax on a motorcycle.
We charge them nothing,”
Trump told CBS news in an
interview on Monday.
Trump was referring to
the import tariff on the Harley
Davidson motorcycles, an issue
that has been close to his heart
and wants India to reduce it to
zero.

“So, when Harley sends
over there, they have 100 per
cent tax. When they (India)
send in — they make a tremendous number of motorcycles —
when they send them in, no
tax. I called him. I said it’s unacceptable,” Trump said, referring
to his conversation with Prime
Minister Modi.
“He (Modi) reduced it by
50 per cent with one phone call.
I said it’s still unacceptable
because it’s 50 per cent versus
nothing. It’s still unacceptable.
And they’re working on it,” he
said, indicating that the two
countries are still in talks to
resolve the issue of import tar-

iffs on American motorcycles.
India had last February
slashed the customs duty on
imported motorcycles like
Harley-Davidson to 50 per
cent after Trump called it
“unfair” and threatened to
increase the tariff on import of
Indian bikes to the US.
Trump in the past has criticised India, saying it is one of
the world’s “highest taxing
nations”.
The US President has
repeatedly claimed that India is
a “tariff king” and imposes
“tremendously high” tariffs on
American products.
“But if I didn’t, if we didn’t
have the power of what we
have, and if we weren’t the
bank—well, if we weren’t the
bank we wouldn’t even be talking about it because nobody
would care.
“But we’re the bank that
everybody wants to rob, and
that’s what they’ve been doing
for a long period of time. USD
800 billion we have in trade
deficits with other countries. So
you tell me who made those
deals,” he said in response to a
question.

North Korean leader’s brother was Hundreds more Indians confirmed
as British under Windrush Scheme
CIA informant: Report
PTI n WASHINGTON

im Jong-nam, the murdered half-brother of
K
North Korea’s Kim Jong Un,
was an informant for the CIA
whose operatives met him on
several occasions, according
to a media report.
Kim was assassinated at
Kuala Lumpur International
Airport in 2017 when two
women smeared his face with
what appeared to be a nerve
gas. After reporting the incident to airport officials, he was
rushed to the hospital but died
in the ambulance.
South Korean and US officials have said North Korean
authorities ordered the assassination of Kim, who had been
critical of his family’s dynastic
rule. Pyongyang has denied the
allegation.
Details of the exact relationship between Kim and the
CIA remain unclear.

The CIA operatives had
met with Kim, 45, on several
occasions, according to a Wall
Street Journal report.
He travelled to Malaysia in
February 2017 to meet with his
CIA contact, though it remains
uncertain as to whether or not
that was the sole purpose of the
trip.

Kim lived primarily outside
North Korea, usually residing
just outside of China in Macau.
Reports said he was providing
intelligence to several other
countries. China was named
specifically as a beneficiary of
information.
The newspaper cited an
unnamed “person knowledge-

able about the matter” for the
report.
“There was a nexus”
between the CIA and Kim, the
report said.
Two women were charged
with poisoning Kim by smearing his face with liquid VX, a
banned chemical weapon.
Malaysia released Indonesian
Siti Aisyah in March and Doan
Thi Huong, who is Vietnamese,
in May.
The Wall Street Journal
said: “Several former US officials said the half-brother, who
had lived outside of North
Korea for many years and had
no known power base in
Pyongyang, was unlikely to be
able to provide details of the
secretive country’s inner workings.”
US President Donald
Trump and Kim Jong-un have
met twice, in Hanoi in
February and Singapore in
June last year.

PTI n LONDON

K Home Secretary Sajid
Javid has issued another
U
personal apology for the
Windrush scandal, involving
migrants being wrongly denied
their British citizenship rights,
as a latest official update
revealed that hundreds more
Indians were caught up in the
row.
The Windrush generation
refers to citizens of former
British colonies who arrived
before 1973, when the rights of
such Commonwealth citizens
to live and work in Britain were
substantially curtailed.
While a large proportion of
them
were
of
Jamaican/Caribbean descent
who came on the ship
Windrush, Indians and other
South Asians were also affected by the UK government’s
handling of their immigration
status.

According to the latest
update by UK Home Secretary
Javid on Monday, a total of 737
Indians have been able to confirm their status in the wake of
the scandal involving
Commonwealth nationals
wrongly denied their citizenship rights in Britain.
A majority of them (559)
had arrived in the UK before
1973, when the immigration
rules had changed, while the
others either arrived later or
were a family member of the
so-called “Windrush generation”.
“I have personally apologised to those identified
through this review and I will
make sure they receive support
and access to the compensation
scheme,” said Javid, a senior
Pakistani-origin minister who
took charge of the UK Home
Office as a result of the scandal last year.
“I have been very clear that

the experiences of some members of the Windrush generation has been completely unacceptable, which is why I am
committed to right the wrongs
of successive governments,” he
said. The UK Home Office had
set up a Windrush Taskforce in
April 2018 to deal with a backlog of thousands of such cases,
with Javid providing regular
updates to the Parliament’s
Home
Affairs
Select
Committee Chair, Yvette
Cooper, on the progress of the
scheme.
In his latest update this
week, the minister confirmed
that as of the end of April 30
this year, 6,470 individuals
have been granted some form
of documentation by the
Taskforce. He also revealed
that he has written 46 letters to
people, mainly of Caribbean
origin, who were wrongly sanctioned under policies aimed at
illegal immigrants.

Bhupen Khakhar’s painting sets new auction record at UK auction
PTI n LONDON

eading Indian artist Bhupen
Khakhar set a new auction
L
record when his landmark
painting ‘Two Men in Benares’
went under the hammer for
2.54 million pounds at a
Sotheby’s auction here.
When Khakhar first
unveiled ‘Two Men in Benares’
in Mumbai in 1986, he became
the first Indian artist to freely
disclose his sexual orientation
through his work and on
Monday it went down in the
record books for far exceeding

‘TWO MEN IN BENARES’ WENT UNDER THE HAMMER FOR 2.54m POUNDS AT SOTHEBY’S
its 450,000-600,000 pounds
estimate.
“Widely considered among
the artist’s best works, the
painting later starred in Tate
Modern’s 2016 – “You Can’t
Please All” exhibition of
Khakhar’s work, the first retrospective of an Indian artist to
be held at the [London] institution,” Sotheby’s said in a
statement.
Overall, the auction house’s
sale
of
Modern
&

Contemporary South Asian
Art totalled 7,459,000, pounds
comfortably exceeding the presale estimate of 4.1-5.8 million
pounds.
This season’s sales opened
with the auction of Coups de
Coeur: The Guy and Helen
Barbier Family Collection, an
offering of 29 artworks from
one of the finest collections of
20th century Indian art in private hands.
Each and every artwork

appeared at auction for the first
time and the majority of the
pieces having been acquired
directly from the artists themselves.
MF Husain’s ‘Marathi
Woman’ (1950) quadrupled its
pre-sale estimate to sell for
435,000 pounds; a rare figurative work by Ram Kumar,
‘Untitled (Man and Woman
Holding Hands)’ painted as a
present for the artist’s wife in
1953, sold for 519,000, pounds

double its pre-sale estimate;
and ‘Anatomy of that Old Story’
(1970) from Rameshwar
Broota’s Ape series also quadrupled its estimate to make
423,000 pounds.
“These exceptional results
are a fitting tribute to the pioneering spirit of Guy and Helen
Barbier, who passionately
sought out exceptional examples of Indian art at a time
when few others thought to,”
said Ishrat Kanga, Head of

Sale at Sotheby’s.
“They collected with a
‘coups de coeur’, acquiring
works that they truly loved and
with a real commitment to discovering and celebrating Indian
art. Through the friendships
they established with many of
the artists they met along the
way, they accumulated one of
the best collections of its kind,
as proven by the lively bidding
and competition we saw in the
saleroom today,” Kanga said.

Across the wider sale on
Monday, Francis Newton
Souza’s monumental ‘Untitled’
painting sold for 1.2 million
pounds.
Described by the artist
himself as a “probable masterpiece”, the painting tells the Old
Testament story of ‘Susanna
and the Elders’, in which a
young Jewish woman, who
refuses the advances of her husband’s elderly male guests, is
accused of promiscuity and put
on trial for her life. In the end,
virtue triumphs and the elders
are put to death.

during his remarks at the India
Ideas Summit at the US
Chamber of Commerce, State
Department spokesperson
Ortagus said.
His next stop will be in
Colombo, where Pompeo will
express America’s solidarity
with the people of Sri Lanka as
they stand united against the
despicable Easter Sunday terrorist attacks.
He will also discuss
promising opportunities for
US-Sri Lanka cooperation
based on shared commitments
to a free and open Indo-Pacific
region, she said.
Pompeo will then travel to
Osaka, Japan, to participate in
the G20 Leaders’ Summit from
June 28 -29, the first such
gathering hosted by Japan.
On the margins of the
summit, Pompeo will join
Trump in meeting with
Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe to coordinate “on
the final, fully verified denuclearization of North Korea”,
and discuss ways to strengthen trilateral cooperation with
South Korea on “our unified
approach towards North
Korea” and other shared challenges, she said.
Following the G20
Summit, Pompeo will accompany Trump to South Korea to
meet with President Moon Jaein.

Amazon
dethrones
Google as
top global
brand
AFP n LONDON

S retail giant Amazon has
moved past hi-tech titans
U
Apple and Google to become
the world’s most valuable
brand, a key survey showed
Tuesday.
The brand value of
Amazon surged by 52 per cent
to USD 315 billion, global
market research agency Kantar
said in its 2019 100 Top BrandZ
report.
Amazon jumped from
third to first place to eclipse
Google — which slid from
first to third place with Apple
holding on to the second spot.
The Seattle-based retail
behemoth, founded by Jeff
Bezos in his garage in 1994,
topped the table thanks to key
acquisitions, superior customer
services and a disruptive business model, Kantar said in a
statement. “Amazon’s smart
acquisitions, that have led to
new revenue streams, excellent
customer service provision and
its ability to stay ahead of its
competitors by offering a
diverse ecosystem of products
and services, have allowed
Amazon to continuously accelerate its brand value growth,”
said Kantar.
The agency, which is
owned by British advertising
group WPP, added that
Amazon showed “little sign” of
any slowdown in its growth.
The top ten companies
were once again dominated by
US firms, with Apple on USD
309.5 billion, Google on USD
309 billion and Microsoft on
USD 251 billion.
Payments specialist Visa
had the fifth biggest value at
almost USD 178 billion, while
social networking group
Facebook was the sixth largest
at nearly USD 159 billion.
For the first time, Alibaba
beat Tencent to become the
most valuable Chinese brand.
E-commerce
leader
Alibaba was the seventh biggest
at $131.2 billion, up two places
on the previous year.
Internet giant Tencent fell
three spots to stand at number
eight with a value of USD
130.9 billion. In a sign of Asia’s
growing importance, 23 of the
top 100 brands were Asian —
including 15 from China.
The leading brands have
embraced “disruptive” business models to beat traditional rivals in the technology,
finance and retail sectors.
“Amazon’s phenomenal
brand value growth of almost
USD 108 billion in the last year
demonstrates how brands are
now less anchored to individual categories and regions,”
said Doreen Wang, Kantar’s
global head of BrandZ.
“The boundaries are blurring as technology fluency
allow brands, such as Amazon,
Google and Alibaba, to offer a
range of services across multiple consumer touchpoints.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
I believe that education is all
about being excited about
something. Seeing passion and
enthusiasm helps push an
educational message
— Steve Irwin
APPLIED SCIENCES PROG
Manav Rachna University
(MRU)invites applications for
admissions to its Applied
Sciences programmes.
Eligibility: For BSc programmes (Math and Physics):
Candidates having passed Class
XII examination from any
recognised board with 50 per
cent or more marks in aggregate of three science subjects
Physics, Chemistry, Math and
English.
For BSc programmes
(Chemistry): Candidates having passed Class XII examination from any recognised board
with 50 per cent or more marks
in aggregate of two Science subjects Physics, Chemistry and
English.
For MSc programmes:
Candidates having passed with
50 per cent or more marks in
relevant subject.
How to apply: Log on to
www.manavrachna.edu.in.

Secure your

Future

Cybersecurity expert RAHUL TYAGI speaks with MUSBA HASHMI about the growing
field and how students can make it a lucrative option
n How important it is to have an indepth knowledge of cybersecurity?
For an individual, it’s good to
know the basic do’s and don’ts when
it comes to cybersecurity. If you see
an individual’s daily routine there are
n number of instances where a person is using a smartphone and or a
laptop to engage in an activity where
the money is involved. From buying
things to transferring money every
thing has now become online. This
further increases the need to have an
in-depth knowledge of cybersecurity
to avoid becoming a victim of cyber
crimes.
n What is the scope?
For every student or a person who
is looking for a career in cybersecurity, if we go with stats and recent surveys according to Cyber Security
Ventures — Cybercrime will more
than triple the number of job openings to 3.5 million unfilled cybersecurity positions by 2021, and the
cybersecurity unemployment rate will
remain at zero per cent.
Cybercrime is the greatest threat
to every company in the world, and
one of the biggest problems with
mankind. The impact on society is
reflected in the numbers. Hence there
is no brainer its a huge market and its

already paradise for information security community in the world when it
comes to career opportunities. In
India especially The National
Association of Software and Services
Companies (NASSCOM) estimated
that India alone will need a million
cybersecurity professionals by 2020 to
meet the demands of its rapidly growing economy. It’s been seven years in
Lucideus we are producing cybersecurity workforce for the community
by training students and corporate
professionals who are looking to have
a career in cyber security.
n What is the right course?
Students often get confused with
whether to go for online cybersecurity course or physical training. My
way of answering this question is
think cybersecurity programme like
doing an operation. You can’t learn to
do a heart surgery while watching a
video on YouTube. But for sure once
you have seen and done a few surgeries with your mentors being doctors
then watching videos of surgery will
help you tweak your technique and
enhance it. The same goes for cybersecurity.
This is a sensitive field so you have
to take training from industry people
instead of enroling yourself in online

Avoid saving
credit card
details on
websites which
are not popular.
There is a high
probability that
the hackers will
save the same in
their database
and later use it
for payments or
other financial
frauds
courses as a beginner.
n What are the important Internet
security tips to stay safe?
Few of them are: Always use
HTTPS based websites while doing
any payment. Never download any
pirated software — there is a high
probability that that executable will
have malware hidden in it

which can damage your computer files
and give remote access of your computer to a hack anywhere in the world.
Avoid saving credit card details on
websites which are not popular. There
is a high probability that once you save
your card details the hackers will save
the same in their database and later
use it for any payment or other financial fraud.
Avoid Torrent sites and online free
movie sites. These sites are nowadays
not only distributing the malware but
also helping criminals to generate
money from your hardware usage
which is known as crypto jacking.
Having anti-virus is a must even if it’s
a free one. It is better than nothing.
It’s your first line of defense when it
comes to securing your system from
cybercriminals.
n What are the points should keep
in mind while surfing the net?
First, do not run behind followers on social networking sites. While
making your profile public you are
inviting anyone to see your personal
life which can lead to some dangerous cyber attacks like identity theft
and others.
Use social media socially; differentiate between what to put and what
not. Always enable two-step verifica-

STUDY CENTRES
hose who love to teach and
want to work with children
with special needs, a
career in special education is
perfect. Children with special
needs require training and
instruction by specially trained
professionals. The field offers
different career opportunities.
One can enter this field either
doing a diploma course or a
bachelor of special education
programme. For diploma
course 10+2 is the minimum
requirement. Special education
teachers usually work along
with speech therapists, psychologists and physiotherapists. A few colleges to study
are:
n Himalayan University:
Faculty of Education, Itanagar.
Course: Bachelor of Education
(BEd Special Education)
n National Institute for
Empowerment of Persons with
Multiple Disabilities, Chennai.
Course: Bachelor of Education
(BEd Special Education)
n MJRP College of Education,
Jaipur. Course: Bachelor of
Education (BEd Special
Education)
n Shreemati Nathibai
Damodar Thackersey
Women's University, Mumbai.
Course: Bachelor of Education
(BEd Special Education)
n National Institute for the
Mentally Handicapped,
Secunderabad. Course:
Bachelor of Education (BEd
Special Education)
n Sri Ramakrishna Mission
Vidyalaya College of
Education, Coimbatore.
Course: Bachelor of Education
(BEd Special Education)

or developing mathematical skills of applicants, the Department
of Mathematics is offering
the Edwin Power
Scholarship opportunity at
University College London.
This award is activated for
aspirants from all nationality
who want to enhance their
mathematical skills pursuing
master’s study or MPhil/PhD
research level program in the
UK.
The funded education
will offer £400 for up to three
years which can be subject to
annual renewal based on satisfactory progress.
Eligibility: They can
apply for master’s study or
MPhil/PhD research degree
courses in the field of
Applied Mathematics at the
university. Must not hold any
other fund from UCL.
Academic transcripts, copy of
the passport, a research proposal for a PhD degree program, language ability proof,
and curriculum vitae must be
attached.
How to apply: If applicants want to be a part of this
fund, then they must have to
take admission in a for master’s study or MPhil/PhD
research course at the university. After taking admission,
they have to send a written
notice of their intention to
apply for the opportunity to:
Head of the Department of
Mathematics at UCL, Ms
Helen Higgins, Dept of
Mathematics, University
College London, Gower
Street, London WC1E 6BT
Application deadline:
August 15, 2019

F

The Royal British Legion
Centre for Blast Injury

tion on all your accounts like
Instagram, Gmail, Facebook, Twitter
Snapchat and others. Do not use common or simple passwords.
n What advice would you like to
give?
Work on your technology basics.
Before starting cybersecurity course,
one should have an in-depth knowledge of technology. Focus on at
least one programming language
— preferrably Python as it is the
most loved language in our world
because of various reasons.
Last but not the least, one
must have a good command on
Linux (Kali Linux) and should be
well-versed with all in and outs
about the platform. Later on, the
students get enrol themselves in a certifacte cousre to acquire more knowledge.
n What response did you get from
the students of Ansal University after
the counseling session?
It was a great experience and all
the students present during the session
had a spark in them. They had the zeal
to know more. The kind of high-level
questions they came up with, came as
a surprise to me. They are the upcoming cybercrime warriors for our
industry.

Manav Rachna University
(MRU)invites applications for
admissions to its Aeronautical
programmes.
Duration: Four years
(Three years for lateral entry
programme)
Eligibility: Pass in Class
XII examination with at least 50
per cent marks in aggregate in
five subjects and eligibility shall
be determined on the basis of
percentage of aggregate marks
in:
English,
Physics
Mathematics; One subject out
of Chemistry, Computer
Science,
Biology
or
Biotechnology; One subject
with the highest score out of the
remaining subjects.
For BTech —Aeronautical
Engineering (lateral entry) —50
per cent marks in diploma in
engineering in any branch/discipline of three year duration,
from State Board of Technical
education, Haryana or equivalent examination or BSc degree
from a recognised university as
defined by UGC, with at least
50 per cent marks and passed
Class XII with Mathematics as
a subject.
How to apply: Log on to
www.manavrachna.edu.in.

New study by IIT-H

T

Studies (CBIS) at Imperial
College London is offering
two 3.5-years, fully-funded
Ph.D. studentships for the
academic year 2018-2019.
This studentship is available to students from all
around the world who pursue
the program. Studentships
are awarded within the
Department of
Bioengineering.
Studentships cover three
years of Home-EU tuition
fees and provide a 3.5-year,
tax-free stipend at the standard Research Council
United Kingdom rate
(£16,777 per annum for
2018-19). In addition, a generous allowance is provided
for research consumables and
conference attendance.
Eligibility: Home and
EU candidates who meet the
College’s PhD programme
entry requirements are eligible to apply. Entry onto the
Ph.D. program requires an
undergraduate degree at 2:1
level or higher and, normally,
a master’s degree with merit
or higher (or non-UK equivalents) in engineering, or any
of the physical sciences or
mathematics. Available to
students from all around the
world.
Language requirements:
Applicants must meet the
universities’ English
Language Requirements.
How to apply: To apply
to any of the CBIS PhD programmes visit the College’s
admissions web pages to view
the instructions. Within the
Postgraduate Programme
Search section of the online
application site, search for
the CBIS application form
using the code BHZC. You
should then complete the
Bioengineering Research
(CBIS) – BHZC – Academic
Year 2018/2019 form.
Application deadline:
The last day to apply is June
29, 2019.

AERONAUTICAL ENG

PNS n NEW DELHI

ndian Institute of Technology
Hyderabad Researchers have found
that people living in a city with active
coal-fired power plants and consuming local aquatic produce may
have higher body levels of mercury.
They arrived at this finding after
analysing the amounts of mercury in
the hair of over 600 people in three
cities in India. Their study has
recently been reported in the Journal
of
E xposure
Science
and
Environmental Epidemiology, a peerreviewed a public health journal.
Mercury is a neurotoxin that is
distributed in the environment and
present in many products encountered in daily life. It is used in
industry and consumer products,
exists as a natural impurity in ores,
is non-degradable, and widely circulates within and between ecosystems.
The Research Team was headed
by Dr Asif Qureshi, Associate
Professor, Department of Civil
Engineering, IIT Hyderabad. The IIT
Hyderabad Research team chose
three cities for their analysis —
Hyderabad, a city in the interior of
the country with no specific local
mercury source, Vasco da Gama,
with again, no specific mercury
source but probably more fish-eaters,
and Nellore, a coastal city in Andhra
Pradesh with several coal-fired power

I
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (SALES)
AT CLOUTMEDIATECH
Location: Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru
Stipend: `2,000-`5,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/827164
Application deadline: June 18, 2019
TEACHING AT EIGOPAATHSHALA
Location: Chennai, Delhi, Gurgaon,
Bengaluru
Stipend: `10,000-`15,000 per
month
Link: internshala.com/i/827165
Application deadline: June 18, 2019
MARKETING AT VASTECH
SOLUTIONS
Location: Delhi, Pune, Hyderabad,
Mumbai, Bengaluru
Stipend: `2,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/827166
Application deadline: June 30, 2019
ELECTRONICS ENGINEERING AT
PHOTOM TECHNOLOGIES
Location: Delhi, Bengaluru
Stipend: `7,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/827167
Application deadline: June 17, 2019
CONTENT WRITING AT RESUME
HELP
Location: Delhi, Bengaluru
Stipend: `3,000-`5,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/827168
Application deadline: June 15, 2019
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (SALES)
AT PITRICKS E-LEARNING
Location: Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata,
Bengaluru
Stipend: `10,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/827169
Application deadline: June 20, 2019
GRAPHIC DESIGN AT INVICTA
CONSUMER
Location: Work From Home
Stipend: `8,000-`10,000 per month
Link: internshala.com/i/827170
Application deadline: June 19, 2019

plants.
After collating information on
demography, body mass index,
dietary patterns, professions and
other variables of more than 600 people in these cities, the research team
proceeded to analyse the amount of
mercury in their bodies.
Speaking about this Study, Dr
Qureshi said: “In modern times, the
non-occupational exposure of
humans to mercury comes from
food, especially fish, and rice grown
in contaminated fields. Coal-fired
power plants are estimated to be the
largest emitters of mercury to the
atmosphere. The total mercury emissions in India are estimated to
become around 540 tons in 2020. In
addition to neurotoxicity, mercury
has also been implicated in adverse
effects on lungs and kidneys, and
heart diseases. So, how much of mercury are Indians exposed to?This is
a question we attempt to answer.”
“Hair is an excellent indicator of
mercury in the body”, adds Dr
Qureshi. Hair concentrates mercury
and its sampling is non-invasive,
making it easy to measure.
Accordingly, strands of hair were cut
from the occipital (back) region of
the heads of participants and
analysed using a direct mercury
analyser equipment. Statistical analysis was carried out to correlate the
amount of mercury found in the hair,
with corresponding variables.

Nurture the Nature
PNS n NEW DELHI

mity University online celebrated World
Environment Day by planting 100 trees within the campus with an initiative to adopt and nurture them. These trees were planted last week,
under the presence of Ajit Chauhan, Deputy
President, Amity Education Group.
The university believes that degradation of
environment is one of the biggest concerns. It is
very essential for every individual and institution
to take measures to replenish the balance in the
ecosystem.
Chauhan believes that “In an attempt to save
our environment, it does not matter how big a
step you take, what matters is that you understand
the concern and do the best you can. Mankind
has become one of the biggest threats to its own
surroundings. We all need to understand that, in
an ecosystem, one cannot exist without the other.”

A

BANKING & FINANCE
TKWs Institute of Banking
& Finance invites applications
for admissions to its Advanced
diploma in Banking & Finance
programme.
This programme aims at
providing students, a strong
academic foundation in
accounting together with
advanced qualifications and
industry relevant skills to kick
start their career in banking and
finance industry.
Duration: Three years
Eligibility: Minimum qualification is Class XII in commerce stream with minimum
55 per cent marks from a
recognised board.
How to apply: Log on to
www.manavrachna.edu.in.
Last date to apply: June 29,
2019.

HOSPITALITY PROG
The Hotel School invites
applications for admission in
Commis Chef/ Front Office
Associate/Food & Beverage
courses.
This course offers an
opportunity to aim a challenging career in the hotel industry.
In this course students get to
study the food ingredients,
raw material method of cooking, and various cuisines.
Students will learn how every
aspect of a food service operation contributes to the guest
experience and will explore
unique features of a variety of
food and beverage operations.
Eligibility: Candidates
who have appeared/passed
Class XII examination of any
recognised board.
How to Apply: Log on to
www.thehotelschool.com.
Last date to apply: June 29,
2019.

Xtra Ray Edge Test
PNS n NEW DELHI

IITJEE has initiated an extraordinary platform called Xtra Ray
F
Edge Test (XRET) for Class XII pass
students. The test will take place on
June 23, 2019 across India for students
who were not able to realise their
dream in JEE 2019 and wish to succeed in JEE 2020.
Many students are unable to adopt
the right approach and proper examination temperament as they lack
the right feedback on their preparation.
For bridging this gap, as a true
mentor, will hand hold such students
towards success in JEE 2020 by providing them with the right time management techniques, proper examination temperament & in-depth concept clarity.
“Xtra Ray Edge Test has been
designed with the intention to help
students understand their current
potential and fulfill their ultimate
dream of joining the prestigious IIT,”
says RL Trikha Director, FIITJEE.
The last date to register for Xtra
Ray Edge test is June 22 2019.
Students can register for the test
through both online and offline
modes.
For further details, interested students can either visit their nearest
FIITJEE centre or log on to
www.xret.fiitjee.com.
For online registration, visit
www.fiitjeeonline.in.

Funds for deserving
ROHAN BAILWAL n NEW DELHI

he Keep India Smiling (KIS)
Foundational Scholarship
T
Programme by Colgate-Palmolive
is providing scholarships to the economically weak but deserving students. The eligibility criteria varies
for different scholarships.
The criteria for getting scholarship for studying in Class XI is —
the student must have appeared for
Class X Board exam in 2019, be a
part of any recognised school,
scored atleast 75 per cent in the
Boards and the per annum income
of the family should be less than `5
lakh. The total amount of scholarship is `40,000 for two years.

For graduates, the amount is
`90,000 for three years.
There are several such scholarship programmes in different
fields. The aim is to reach out to students from urban and rural areas.
Mary Kom, six-time world
Boxing Champion, who was one of
the panellist, said: “I’m happy to be
associated with the mission Keep
India Smiling Foundational
Scholarship programme. It will
provide opportunities to so many
deserving people at a foundational level across India and help them
to build a better future for themselves not only through the financial scholarship but also through
timely guidance and mentorship.”
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● The shortest match in the WC was played between India and Sri Lanka at Mackay in1992. Only two balls were bowled in the match
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coachspeak
STEVE RHODES, BANGLADESH
n Where does Bangladesh go from here?

Bangladesh fans display their allegiance, as they stand in the rain during the group stage match at the County Ground in Bristol

ri Lanka were forced to split
points for the second successive
time in the ongoing World Cup
after their match against Bangladesh
was called off without a ball being
bowled due to persistent rain here
Tuesday.
Both the teams came into the
match with one win from three
matches and now each will get a point
for the washout.
Sri Lanka now have four points
from as many games, while
Bangladesh have three points from
four games.
After two defeats, Bangladesh
were looking for resurgence against
Sri Lanka and now they will be wary
of their semifinal chances.
"For all the teams, coming to the
ground and not playing is disappointing and frustrating," said Bangladesh
skipper Mashrafe Mortaza.
"This is how the tournament is
going, we got our chances against
New Zealand, we couldn't get going

S

Rain points

Sri Lanka, Bangladesh game washed out
ABANDONED MATCHES IN WC
Teams
SL-Windies
Aus-B’desh
SL-Pak’
SL-B’desh

Venue
The Oval
Brisbane
Bristol
Bristol

Date
13-06-1979
21-02-2015
07-06-2019
11-06-2019

in the England match, but it was frustrating today."
The result will leave Sri Lanka
frustrated too as it is the second
instant of a wash-out for the Island
nation.
"The last few games have been
washed out, so these kind of tournaments aren't easy. It is a bad time for

This is the third
match to be
abandoned in the
ongoing World Cup,
the most in the
history of the
tournament,
exceeding the two
games at the 1992
edition and the 2003

❝

No free favours
PTI n BRISTOL

fter the match was abandoned
without even the toss Dimuth
Karunaratne speaking at the
post-match Press conference said that
as a team,they came here for play.
“Sometimes you might think if you
share the points, it’s fine.
But I think we don’t want to win
our points freely. We want to play
cricket and win games and gain the
points. That’s what I think. I think,
unfortunately, rain has — you know,

A

raining all of the places. But well, we're
happy with the points and we are going
for the next match,” he said.
With a big coming up the his team
against Australia, Karunaratne said that
every game is a challenging game.
In the last game they played
before, till the Australian game they
played Afghanistan, it will be 11 days’
gap hence they need to prepare for the
games, after winning, and they needed the momentum for that game. “But
we are trying hard. We played a practice game against Australia. We know

us," Sri Lanka skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne said.
"It isn't easy, we have to switch on
and off all the time. These kind of
things can happen but we have to get
used to it. We can keep practicing and
train harder for the Australia game.
Definitely in every match we need to
play for a win," he added.
This is the third match to be
abandoned in the ongoing World
Cup, the most in the history of the
tournament, exceeding the two
games at the 1992 edition in
Australia and New Zealand and the
2003 event which was co-hosted by
South Africa, Zimbabwe and Kenya.
The 10-team showpiece event
doesn't have any reserve days.
Asked if there should be reserve
days, Bangladesh coach Steve Rhodes
said: "Yes, I would (have them).
"I know logistically it would
have caused problems. But we can
put a man on the moon, so if we have
to travel a day later, so be it."
On Tuesday, both Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka were left staring at the

SOMETIMES YOU
MIGHT THINK IF YOU
SHARE THE POINTS,
IT'S FINE. BUT I THINK
WE DON'T WANT TO
WIN OUR POINTS
FREELY. WE WANT TO
PLAY CRICKET AND WIN
GAMES AND GAIN THE
POINTS
Karunaratne salutes the crowd after fifty

❝

PTI n BRISTOL

AP

AP

sky, waiting for some divine intervention after the start of their key
match was delayed due to heavy
rains.
The inspection was postponed
twice even as groundsmen tirelessly worked on draining out the water
on the covers with the sucking
brooms and mops.
At 13:57 local time, the umpires
finally decided to officially abandon
the match.
While for Bangladesh, it is there
first World Cup match to be washed
out, Sri Lanka were forced to split
points with Pakistan in their last
game after the match was called off
due to rains.
On Monday, a struggling South
Africa had to share points with the
West Indies after their World Cup
match was washed out due to persistent rain at Southampton.
Sri Lanka will next take on
defending champions Australia at
L ondon on June 15, w hi le
Bangladesh will face West Indies on
June 17 at Taunton.
how they are, and how they are going
to play with us, so those are the things
we have to look after, and we keep
planning and doing the right things
and hopefully we can do — hopefully we can play a game,” Karunaratne
said.
He felt that the reserve days, even
for the late stage, he said it is fine. “It
is a major tournament, we are playing
nine games.
I don’t think they can keep a
reserve day for us, because after the
next day, you have to travel the different venue, so it's not easy. But I feel if
they can put a result, it’s going to be a
good final, good for all the spectators
and everyone,” he said.

Very frustrating. We really targeted this sort of
game is two points, and I know that Sri Lanka would
have fought very hard and no pushovers at all. But
we do see it as one point lost, and that's disappointing, but realistically, what can we do about it?
Absolutely nothing. And now all we can do is win our
games coming up, one at a time and just think of that,
which is the next game West Indies and try and win
that, and then win the next one after that. That’s all
we can do. It's out of our control, the way the weather is.
n What about Shakib’s situation now?
He picked up a little injury, as you all saw in that
game against England. He fought on and battled on,
and played extremely well with an injury. We’re very,
very optimistic that the treatment that he’ll get this
week and the way that he can recover well; we’re very
optimistic that he can play in that next game against
West Indies.
n Would you like to see we reserve days built into
the schedule?
I would. I think when you look, if you know the
English weather, sadly, we’re going to get a lot of rain.
We never know when the rain’s going to come. People
from all over the world keep asking me whether it’s
going to rain. But at the moment, we’re seeing some
problems. We put men on the moon (laughing) so why
can’t we have a reserve day, when actually this tournament is a long tournament.
n How do your boys plan to combat West Indies?
Well, the answer’s yes, definitely. We’ve all seen
what they have done, but not just the West Indies.
There’s a lot of the other teams, as well. England have
shown that sort of potency or attack method in this
World Cup so far. We’ve got certain ways of dealing
with that. I’m happy with the way we play the white
ball, particularly, when it’s short. We’ve played
against the West Indies bowlers, recently, as well, out
in Ireland. Certainly Oshane Thomas, as well, when
we played against him in Bangladesh just before
Christmas. So we are well aware of what they have
got and we know what's coming and we've got some
plans to try and deal with that.
n What is the biggest challenge against West
Indies?
One of their most explosive players is Andre
Russell. He’s is a formidable opponent. He’s one of the
best hitters in the game. He can take a game away from
you, but they have others, like all these international teams.
n Most teams are using wrist spinners in the middle overs, but you have two finger spinners. Your
take.
If we had a very good wrist spinner, he would be
here. But we don’t pick people just for the sake of it.
I’d rather go into games with top-quality bowlers than
maybe somebody who is substandard. Some of the
teams have not always been playing a wrist spinner.
The had one — the one in New Zealand is a good
example of that. You play your best 11.
n Will toss play a part as we go on?
Without giving away maybe some of the advantages I bring to Bangladesh, knowing the conditions
and the country very well for cricket, but some of the
boundaries are a bit bigger than expected. That’s something to do with the boundary boards not moving.
These are electrical boundary boards, and it takes a
lot of work to move them around for the various pitches. So that’s the reason you you’re seeing bigger outfields, bigger hits for 6, and maybe less 4s because
there’s more 2s and 3s run. That’s one of the reasons.
The weather plays its part, as well. As far as the toss,
I don’t think it will have a great deal of effects.
— Courtesy © ICC Business Corporation
FZ LLC 2018

Courtesy © ICC Business Corporation
FZ LLC 2018

OTHER SPORTS

Spain get better of Swedes

Robert Lewandowski celebrates after scoring

imum to get the better of minnows Gibraltar.
Mick McCarthy's team won 1-0 on the
rock in March and won 2-0 against the same
opponents this time.
"If the remit for me was to get 10 points,
which I'm sure it was, that job's done,"
McCarthy told Sky Sports.
Ireland are five points ahead of Denmark,
with whom they drew in Copenhagen at the
weekend.
However, the Danes have a game in hand
and romped to a 5-1 win over Georgia on
Monday, with Kasper Dolberg of Ajax scoring twice. Tottenham Hotspur star Christian
Eriksen scored a penalty, while Yussuf
Poulsen and Martin Braithwaite also netted.
Poland have maximum points after
four games in Group G, with hotshots
Krzysztof Piatek and Robert Lewandowski
both on target in a 4-0 defeat of Israel in
Warsaw.
Austria boosted their chances of qualifying as West Ham United's Marko
Arnautovic bagged a brace in a 4-1 victory
in North Macedonia, while Slovenia romped
to a 5-0 win in Latvia.

AP

AFP n MADRID

ergio Ramos and Alvaro Morata both
scored penalties as Spain got the better of
Sweden on Monday, while the Republic of
Ireland and Poland continued their strong
starts in qualifying for Euro 2020.
Three-time European champions Spain
ran out 3-0 winners in their Group F
encounter with the Swedes at the Santiago
Bernabeu in Madrid, recovering from the
early frustration of seeing a Rodrigo Moreno
effort wrongly disallowed for offside.
They won a penalty just after the hour
when Sebastian Larsson blocked a Marco
Asensio cross with his arm, and captain
Ramos converted the spot-kick. It was the
Real Madrid defender's 20th goal for his
country, his seventh in his last eight matches.
Morata, who had come on as a secondhalf subtitute, won another penalty late on
when he was brought down in the box by
Filip Helander, and he duly netted from 12
yards too.
Real Sociedad striker Mikel Oyarzabal,
also on from the bench, wrapped up the win
with three minutes left.
The result means Luis Enrique's side have
the maximum 12 points from four matches
and are five points ahead of Sweden and

S

FIRST WIN FOR KOSOVO

Sergio Ramos celebrates after scoring the opening goal with a penalty

Romania at the top of the six-team section.
The top two teams in each group qualify for
the finals.
"These matches are more difficult than
the result makes them look," Morata told
Spanish media. "We played well, defended
well and we are very happy."
Romania, who host Spain next in

AP

September, eased to a 4-0 win in Malta.
Norway, whose only appearance at the
Euros so far came in 2000, got their first win
of the campaign as they beat the Faroe Islands
2-0 away thanks to a brace from US-born forward Bjorn Johnsen.
Ireland are top of Group D with 10 points
from four games after again doing the min-

The Czech Republic joined England on
six points at the top of Group A thanks to
a 3-0 defeat of Montenegro, although they
have now played a game more than Gareth
Southgate's side.
In the same group, Kosovo registered
their first win in qualifying for a Euro or a
World Cup, coming from behind to beat
Bulgaria 3-2 in Sofia thanks to Elbasan
Rashani's injury-time strike.
Ukraine are six points clear at the top
of Group B after beating Luxembourg 1-0,
while Aleksandar Mitrovic scored twice and
new Real Madrid signing Luka Jovic got one
goal as Serbia defeated Lithuania 4-1.
Newly crowned UEFA Nations League
winners, and reigning European champions,
Portugal will resume their qualifying campaign in Serbia in September sitting eight
points behind Ukraine.

Indian players celebrate after scoring opening goal

Hockey India/Twitter

Score early & create pressure: Reid
PTI n BHUBANESWAR

ith a new coach at the helm in
Graham Reid, the Indian men's
W
hockey team has been working on a
new tactic to put pressure on the opposition — create chances and score as
many goals as possible early on.
In the ongoing FIH Series Finals
here, world No 5 India have been scoring goals at will against weaker opponents but they would want this trend
to continue against the best teams of
the world as well.
"One of the things I have spoken
with the boys is that we will get 2-3
opportunities in the first five minutes
and that will vary depending on
which team you are playing. The idea
is to make sure we use them," India's
chief coach Reid said.
"Something we always try to do is
to create opportunities early on and
put pressure on the opposition not just
here but against top teams as well.
"We always want to score more
goals but those things take time to get
better. We are working with the strikers but I am happy that we are creating opportunities and that is very

important," the 56-year-old Australian
added.
Striker Akashdeep Singh, who
scored a hat-trick against Uzbekistan
in India's last pool match, agreed with
his coach.
"Can't take any team lightly in such
competitions but our focus on the
pitch is to play with a positive attitude.
Score a few goals at the start to put
scoreboard pressure on the opposition," he said.
After having booked a direct
semifinal berth, India are currently
enjoying a three-day break before
taking on either Asian champion
Japan or Poland in the last-four round
on Friday.
And the coach said the break
augurs well for the team.
"It's actually good to have some
break and work on stuffs. Scanning the
opposition is also important and the
break will help. I don't think motivation will be a problem. We have to
utilise the break in the best way," Reid
said.The ongoing FIH Series Finals
here offer two spots in the final round
of Olympic qualifiers to be held in
October-November this year.
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● This is first time when South Africa has failed to win any of the first four match they played in an ICC tournament
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Ready,
steady, Go
PTI n NOTTINGHAM

ith India's top-order
batsmen deciding
to trade flamboyance with patience during
initial overs, New Zealand
will be forced to go for even
half chances during
Thursday's World cup
encounter, feels fast bowler
Lockie Ferguson.
In both matches, Indian
opener Rohit Sharma, a natural strokeplayer, has shown
his ability to bide time in
seaming conditions and it has
paid dividends as he hit a
century against South Africa
and a half-ton against
Australia.
In fact, during India's 41 ODI series win in New
Zealand, the trend of playing
out the first Powerplay started, observed Ferguson.
"They (Indian top-order)
showed that they were a lot
more patient in their
approach and even though
you are looking to take wickets, you can be a bit more
expensive," said Ferguson
after New Zealand's indoor
net session at the Trent
Bridge ground.
"I think taking wickets
upfront is key to beating
India as they have world
class players and you just
can't blow them away."
For Ferguson, even halfchances against the Indian
top-order needs to be taken
in order to apply pressure.
"You have to create pressure and create half chances
and take them and build on
from there. They are playing
some top cricket and one of
the best teams in the competition."
But with in-form Shikhar
Dhawan ruled out due to a
thumb fracture, Ferguson
despite being sad for the
opener, termed it as an
advantage for his team.
"He is one of the top batsman in the world and hopefully he is not out for too
long. It's not good if players

W

❝

AP

Lockie Ferguson celebrates with Trent Boult after taking the wicket of Bangladesh's Tamim Iqbal during the World Cup match

❝

TAKING
WICKETS
UPFRONT IS
KEY TO
BEATING INDIA
AS THEY HAVE
WORLD CLASS
PLAYERS AND
YOU JUST
CAN'T BLOW
THEM AWAY

miss out games due to
injuries. It's one of those
things in professional sport
where players get injured
and other guys get opportunity," he said.
"I was looking forward
towards playing against
Shikhar as I have a good
record against lefties.
Unfortunately, I think now I
have to wait for a couple of
months now."
West Indies' tactic to
bowl more bouncers worked
wonderfully against Pakistan
at this very ground and
Ferguson, who himself is a

tearaway quick, is expecting
to dish out some short stuff
to the Indians.
"West Indies have shown
that there's some extra
bounce available at Trent
Bridge and that can cause
trouble. I am looking forward
to the challenge as I like Trent
Bridge as a ground," said
Ferguson, who has taken 8
wickets in the three previous
games, including four against
Afghanistan and three
against Sri Lanka.
"It's been a very good
start for the whole bowling
group as we have taken 30
wickets from the three
games. Definitely my job (as
a change bowler) becomes
easier when opening boys
take wickets upfront.
"I am pleased to have
contributed in each game.
There's a bit of bounce and
the wickets have been nice,"
said Ferguson, who is expecting a full game against India
despite rain.
New Zealand had recorded a convincing win against
India in the warm-up game
but just like his skipper Kane
Williamson, Ferguson also
didn't want to pay too much
attention to that game.
Asked if they would take
confidence from the warmup game, Ferguson said:
"Well, that's an interesting
one but it (warm-up win)
doesn't tell the full story."
The positive that they
can take out of that game
possibly is how Trent Boult's
swing and seam movement
troubled the Indian toporder.
"The way Trent boult
bowled upfront in that game
(at the Oval) was exceptional and he got us off to a great
start with early wickets.
Obviously, we can take some
confidence from that game
but this is a different ground.
Both teams start afresh on
Thursday,"
concluded
Ferguson, who would celebrate his 28th birthday on the
day of the match.

Hopes down the drain
PTI n SOUTHAMPTON

Africa's washed-out
World Cup game against the
SWestouth
Indies has put them in
danger of being ousted from
semifinal contention but captain
Faf du Plessis is pleased that they
did not have to play in a rainshortened game which would
have favoured the Caribbeans.
A struggling South Africa
got their first point of the World
Cup after their game against the
West Indies was abandoned due
to persistent rain here at
Hampshire Bowl on Monday.
“The further the game goes,
the closer to a T20 game, being
two down already, the odds are
heavily in their favour. So, as it
got a bit later in the day, then
you would rather get the point
and go,” du Plessis said after the
match was abandoned.
South Africa were 29 for
two in the eighth over when rain
stopped play and intermittent

showers meant no play was
possible for the rest of the
game, giving them their first
point after three back-to-back
losses against England,
Bangladesh and India.
“We need to start playing
better cricket, more consistent
and more solid cricket. If we do
that, and the results start happening one by one, then this
team will get a lot of confidence
from that for the later stages."
South Africa have to start
winning matches to maintain
any hopes of making the semifinals. But du Plessis is happy
that his team is free of any
cracks which can develop when
on a losing streak.
“Generally, I find that when
a team starts losing two or
three games, it can happen that
there are a few cracks that can
appear in a team and the blame
game can start. And I do honestly believe that we have been
very far away from that,” the

WE NEED TO START
PLAYING BETTER
CRICKET WHICH IS
CONSISTENT AND
SOLID. IF WE DO
THAT, THE RESULTS
WILL START
HAPPENING ONE BY
ONE. THEN THIS
TEAM WILL GET A
LOT OF
CONFIDENCE

skipper said.
“The feeling in the camp is
still very strong. The guys are
still enjoying. It is just performance-wise, we haven’t put in
the performances we need. That
is a strong sign of us as a team,
as a culture, and that is one
aspect of performance. Now it
is just the performance and the
skill side of cricket that needs to
take over.”
He hoped the individuals
within the team will stand up
and pull the side up.
“You need one guy getting a
great hundred,” du Plessis said.
“KG (Kagiso Rabada) did
that against India as a small part
of a role in a game. He picked
the bowling unit up by just
being the X-factor player that he
is, so right now, we need individuals to stand up and step up
to lift the team's morale. If you
get that going, then other players can feed off their confiJP Duminy and Beuran Hendricks walks out of the ground after rain interruption
dence.”

Mate, too late!

PTI n SOUTHAMPTON

African captain Faf du
Plessis has broken his silence on
Stheouth
controversy surrounding AB de
Villiers' wanting to come out of
retirement for the World Cup, saying he had told the swashbuckler
that it was too late to consider the
offer.
Just after South Africa lost to
India by six wickets on June 6, news
came out that de Villiers had wanted to come out of retirement for the
World Cup but his last-ditch offer
was rejected by South Africa’s team
management on the eve of the
squad announcement.
Du Plessis, who has not spoken
on the issue earlier, chose to open
up on Monday after his side's match

against the West Indies was washed
out. He said de Villiers made the
request to him on a phone-call when
both of them were in India playing
in the recent IPL.
Du Plessis was playing for
Chennai Super Kings and de Villiers
for Royal Challengers Bangalore.
"He (de Villiers) didn't come to
me. It was just a conversation, a
phone call the night before the team
got announced. It was just a 'This is
what I'm feeling'. I said to him 'I
think it is too late but I will check
in with the coach and the selectors
the next morning to get their opinion on it as the squad was already
announced or picked'," du Plessis
said.
"But that day there was the
announcement. When I spoke to the

CSA/Twitter

Jofra Archer in action during a match JofraArcher/Twitter

Archer test
for Windies

AFP n SOTHAMPTON

est Indies head coach Floyd Reifer
insists his batsmen are up for the
W
challenge of taming England's electric pace
bowler Jofra Archer in their World Cup
clash on Friday.
Archer was born in Barbados to a
British father and played for West Indies
Under-19s before declaring his allegiance
to England earlier this year.
The 24-year-old qualified for England
in March and the match against the West
Indies in Southampton will be just his seventh one-day international appearance.
In that short time, Archer has already
established himself as one of the sport's
most explosive bowlers, with three-wicket hauls against both South Africa and
Bangladesh in the World Cup underlining
his quality.
Finding a way to subdue Archer will
be one of the West Indies' main tasks as
they look to beat hosts England.
And Reifer, speaking after Monday's
match against South Africa was abandoned
due to rain, is confident they have a gameplan to combat his threat.
"I'm sure Jofra will be chomping at the
bit to come at us and we will be ready for
him," Reifer told reporters.
"To be honest, we knew Jofra for a long
time. He is from Barbados, where we are
from. We knew him from the U15, U17,
U19 so he is not new to us.
"Yes, he's bowling quickly, but there's
nothing that we are not accustomed to. We
are looking forward to the challenge. So we
will see how it goes on Friday."
Asked if he was disappointed that
Archer didn't chose to play for the West
Indies, Reifer said pointedly: "He made his
choice.
"I actually played club cricket against
him as a young guy. So Jofra is a tremendous talent, we all know that. Like I said,
we are looking forward to the game on
Friday.
"He obviously had the pace. He had a
few injuries as a young guy. But I'm guessing though he's fully over those injuries and
he is bowling very well for England."

The furore surrounding
de Villiers' proposed
return from
international
retirement has not
been a factor in the
team's disjointed
display in the WC

AB de Villiers and Faf du Plessis in a file picture

coach and the selectors the next day,
they all agreed that it was way, way
too late to change the team on
99.99," he said at the post-match
press conference.
ESPNcricinfo had claimed that
de Villiers approached du Plessis,
head coach Ottis Gibson and convenor of selectors Linda Zondi,
expressing his desire to come out of
international retirement, but the
offer was not entertained by the trio.
De Villiers had called it quits
AFP

from international cricket in May
2018, claiming that he was "tired"
and "running out of gas".
Du Plessis insisted that the
furore surrounding de Villiers' proposed return from international
retirement has not been a factor in
the team's disjointed display in the
World Cup so far and instead he
believes it could be the sort of issue
that draws the squad closer together.
"I think a little bit of both. I
think to say no, it didn't, or to say
yes, it did, unites us as a team. We
do feel like the news came in and
went through the team. It didn't
have a huge impact. There was just
a discussion on clarity and on making sure everyone knows what's
going on and then it was moving on.
"The team was happy to get on
with business. But it is stuff like that,
generally, that can give you direction
in your team and give you purpose
to focus on what lies ahead," he said.
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● Australia have won 8 successive ODIs against Pakistan. Their last defeat against Pakistan came at Melbourne on January 15,2017
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QUOTE UN QUOTE

After their drubbing against
India, defending champs test
Pak spirit after English high
cricket.com.au/Twitter

Steve Smith watches the ball during team’s practice session
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Played AUS
PAK
Matches
103
67
32
Day matches
47
27
16
In World Cup 9
5
4
Last 5 matches 5
5
0
HIGHEST TOTALS
Australia
369-7 in 50 overs at Adelaide 26-01-2017
Pakistan
315-8 in 50.overs at Lahore
10-11-1998
PERFORMANCE IN WC
Team
P
W
L
Success%
Australia
87
64
21
74.71
Pakistan
73
41
30
57.74
FAISEL FEATURES

ohammad Amir will hope
to enjoy another landmark
occasion at Taunton when
Pakistan face Australia there in a World
Cup match today.
The group fixture at southwest
county Somerset’s headquarters sees
Amir back at the ground where he made
his return to first-class cricket in
England three years ago.
Amir was the rising star of world
cricket when his career came to a stunning halt during a Lord’s Test in 2010
after both he and new-ball partner
Mohamed Asif were caught bowling noballs on the orders of then Pakistan captain Salman Butt as part of a newspaper sting operation.
The trio all received five-year bans
from cricket and jail terms. That same
2010 season had seen Amir produce a
superb display of swing bowling in taking three for 20 as Pakistan dismissed
Australia for just 88 on the first day of

a ‘neutral’ Test at Headingley.
Those skills remained intact as
Amir marked his 2016 return to the
first-class game in England in 2016 with
a haul of three for 36 against Somerset
at Taunton.
All three wickets — including that
of former England opener Marcus
Trescothick — owed much to late
swing.
The intervening years have not
been easy for Amir, however, and he
almost missed what is his first World
Cup after taking just five wickets in 14
matches before a recent one-day international series in England.
Amir did not bowl in the washedout first match against England and
missed the last four games with chicken pox. England won the series 4-0.
But having been left out of
Pakistan's preliminary squad for the
World Cup, the 27-year-old made it into

the final 15.
His World Cup debut was a rare
Pakistan highlight after they
slumped to 105 all out against the
West Indies, with Amir taking
three for 26 in a seven-wicket loss
at Trent Bridge.
He was in the wickets again at
the Nottingham ground, but this
time in a winning cause, with two
for 67 as Pakistan surprisingly beat
tournament favourites England by
14 runs last week. But Pakistan’s
progress was checked by a total
washout against Sri Lanka at
Bristol.

AGGRESSIVE APROACH

Pakistan have won just one of their last
14 matches against champions Australia,
the five-times World Cup winners. That
victory was inspired by Mohammad
Hafeez’s 72 at Melbourne in January 2017.
And it was Hafeez’s 84 that laid the
foundations for an impressive total of 348
for eight against England. “We have not
won many matches against Australia but
we had not won too many against England
either,” said Pakistan captain Sarfaraz
Ahmed.
“But we have finally beaten England
and that has given us a lot of positives. We
will go with the aggressive approach we
showed against England.”
The wicket-keeper expects to face an
Australia side stung by a 36-run loss to
India last weekend — their first defeat of
this World Cup following wins over
Afghanistan and the West Indies.

M E N
GLENN MAXWELL (AUSTRALIA)
With his immense skills, and clean ball-striking
abilities, Maxwell is capable of changing the
flow of any match. The right-hander averages
55 against Pakistan, and with scores of 71, 98
and 70 in his previous three outings against
them, he will once again aim for a match-winning contribution
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WHO

INJURED STOINIS
OUT OF CLASH
PTI n TAUNTON

eam-bowling all-rounder Marcus
Stoinis was yesterday ruled out of
SAustralia’s
clash against Pakistan after
suffering a side strain during his side’s
36-run defeat to India.
Australia have flown in all-rounder
Mitchell Marsh as his replacement.
The 29-year-old Stoinis will be
reassessed ahead of Australia’s match
against Sri Lanka on Saturday, before
an official call is taken to replace Stoinis
permanently in their 15-man squad
with Marsh.
“(We’re) not exactly sure on how
many games he'll miss. That’s why
Mitch is flying over. It’s still being
assessed,” captain Aaron Finch said.
“Over the next couple of days we’ll
have a clearer picture on what that
looks like,” he added.
According to the ICC regulations
for the World Cup, an injured player
can be replaced, but they cannot later
rejoin the squad if they regain full fitness.
Stoinis took 2/62 in his seven overs
as India racked up 352 for five. His
wicket included a superb caught-andbowled effort to remove MS Dhoni.
He also took the catch of Virat
Kohli in the deep off a Pat Cummins
delivery during the match.

PAKISTAN ARE A VERY
DANGEROUS SIDE AND
WE’VE SEEN
CONSISTENTLY AT ICC
TOURNAMENTS THAT
THEY ALWAYS GET
THEMSELVES IN A
POSITION TO WIN,
REGARDLESS OF THEIR
FORM. THEY’VE GOT
SOME WORLD-CLASS
PLAYERS, THERE IS NO
PLAYER YOU CAN
DISREGARD, THEY’VE
GOT MATCH WINNERS
AND EXPERIENCE, YOU
NEED TO PLAY YOUR
BEST TO BEAT THEM
— AARON FINCH,
AUSTRALIA CAPTAIN

XFACTOR

■ Glenn Maxwell’s batting
■ Mohammad Amir & Wahab Riaz
as Pak pace spearheads
■ Opening battle of Imam against
Starc
■ Sarfaraz’s leadership
■ Usman Khawaja, Steve Smith’s
middle over approach
■ Will Pakistan be able to maintain
their winning momentum after
shock win against England ?

“We know Australia will try to come
back and with (Steve) Smith and (David)
Warner back they are at their best again,”
said Sarfaraz. “We respect all our opponents and are ready for them.”

WARNER WORRY

Australia will hope opener Warner, for
all he has already scored two fifties this
World Cup, is back to his destructive best
at Taunton.
Warner’s 56 off 84 balls against India
— of which 48 were dots — helped contribute to a slow run-rate that left Australia
with too much to do at the end of their
innings.
The left-hander was also involved in
the run-out of Australia captain and
opening partner Aaron Finch.
But Finch backed Warner, who along
with Smith is playing in his first major tournament for Australia since serving a yearlong ban for ball-tampering.
“They (India) bowled very well to
Warner and he needs some more time. He’s
a world-class player and will get us off to
a flyer,” said Finch.

M AT T E R

BABAR AZAM (PAKISTAN)
Babar Azam has put up consistent performances at No 3
ever since he's arrived in England. The right-hander, with
his solid technique and fluent stroke-play, will look to hold
the Pakistan innings together against the quality of Aussie
pace attack

UNDER THE
WEATHER
A dry and cloudy start to the day is expected, but
chances of rain thereafter might result in a shortened game. With the pitch expected to offer
some assistance for fast bowlers early in the
day, captains would be tempted to field first

captainspeak
AARON FINCH, AUS
n How do you rate Pakistan in the context of the World Cup?
Pakistan are a dangerous side. We’ve
seen consistently throughout, especially
ICC tournaments, that they win a lot of
games and they get themselves in a position to win the tournament. And they had
a great Champions Trophy. They’ve got
some world-class players. Obviously Babar
is in great touch batting at No 3 and holding their batting together. But also they’ve
got some world class bowlers. Amir coming back and he looks to be back to his best.
n What role can he weather can play in
the outcome of the last four teams?
It might play a huge part in the next
few days, I think. Next week it starts fine
up and looks good across the country for
the remainder of the tournament. But it’s
important that you get early wins on the
board because if they do play a part you
don’t want to be on the wrong end of a couple of washouts that might leave you just
outside that top four.
n Can you do anything to prepare for a
game that might not go the full distance?
You just have to make sure you’re as
well prepared as you can be. You never
bank on rain or anything like that. You
always prepare for the full 50-overs and
then you work on the spot.
n Is Warner still finding his feet?
It’s not a team plan. The last couple of
games, the last game in particular, India
bowled really well at the start and he hit
the field a lot, which as an opening batter,
as a top order player when the field is in
that you do generally face a high percentage of top bowlers. When the field went out
he still hit the fielders, which didn’t give the
innings a huge flow, which I know he was
disappointed about. But evidence suggests
he’ll be back to his dangerous best.
n The average over 100 against Pakistan
in the recent series, four scores over 50.
What can you take from that?
A huge confidence. The way that I
played in that series against Pakistan was
really pleasing, especially in a couple of big
run chases, 280-plus, a charger, to be able
to bat really deep, especially in that second
game and get a nought out to get us over
the line was, I think, was something that
I was happy with myself about because it’s
an area that I hadn’t really done in the past.
n How have you reflected on the actions
of Virat Kohli about Steve Smith?
It was all class, wasn’t it? He does a lot
of great things for the game. And obviously Steve and Dave have been copping their
fair share from the crowd. It was great to
see such an influential player standing up
for what he believes is right. And it was
great to see. It was a nice touch. Regardless
of whether they get booed or cheered, that
doesn’t faze them too much. I know talking to them, it’s a part of the game, unfortunately, that's going to keep coming up. So
sometimes it’s best just not to poke the bear,
but we know it’s going to happen.
n What have you made of the effectiveness
of the bails being used?
It’s a tough one to say because they never
are going to change the stumps mid-tournament. It just comes down to a bit of potluck
— if you’re on the receiving end or the good
end of it. We were obviously on the right end
of it last game the one that Davey rolled back
onto the stumps early on. The fact it’s happening more and more, I don’t know how
much heavier the bails are or if anything can
be done about it.
n The wickets are different from what you
were playing in OTA cricket before.
Coming from the subcontinent, it’s different. There’s just been enough rain
around and enough for the wickets to have
a little bit in them. There’s a couple times
where we’ve used a used wicket which we
probably didn’t take too much of an
account for in the planning, the last game,
and the one at Trent Bridge were both used
wickets.
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PITCH IMPERFECT
PTI n KARACHI

first time Sarfaraz will lead the side against the
Australians in an ODI.
When the two sides met in a five-match
akistan captain Sarfaraz Ahmed is apparently not happy with the grassy pitch prepared ODI series in March in UAE, the national selecfor their match against defending champions tors had rested Sarfaraz and five other key players for the rubber in which the greenshirts were
Australia at Taunton today.
According to a report in the widely circu- whitewashed.
The Pakistan captain was disappointed last
lated Jang newspaper from Taunton, Sarfaraz
week when the match against Sri Lanka was
after inspecting the pitch at the Taunton
washed out due to bad weather, giving
ground was not happy that Pakistan
both teams a point each.
would have to play on a track that
Pakistan bowling coach Azhar
clearly will have bounce, pace and
Mahmood said that the players have
help for the pace bowlers.
learnt from their mistakes and even if
Pakistan was bowled out for just
the pitch had bounce and movement
105 runs by West Indies in their
they would try not to repeat those misopening game at Trent Bridge after
takes again.
being peppered by shorts balls on a
Azhar said that the nature of the
bouncy track.
pitch could be different on the
The report quoting Geo News
day of the match and norsaid that Sarfaraz is unhappy
mally county pitches
that Pakistan generally get
favoured the batsmen in
pitches in ICC events that
one-day cricket.
didn’t favour their game.
The former allAccording to the
rounder said that after
report, Sarfaraz has comthe win over England the
plained that in contrast
morale of the Pakistan
India always get pitchteam was very high and
es in ICC events which
the players were now
favour batsmen and
looking forward to also
spinners and these
beating Australia.
things are ideally suitUnfortunately
able for Asian teams.
Wednesday's match is also
Pakistan is playing
expected to be affected by bad
an ODI for the first time
ICC weather.
at Taunton and it will also be the Pakistan skipper Sarfaraz Ahmed

P

PTI n LONDON

ssistant coach Ricky Ponting said
Australia is open to shuffling the
A
batting line-up if the circumstances dictate a more flexible approach in the
ongoing tournament.
India posted a massive 352 for 5,
riding on a professional performance by
the top-order led by Shikhar Dhawan
(117). In reply, Australia were dismissed
for 316 to suffer a 36-run loss, their first
in the tournament thus far.
Steve Smith (69) was promoted
ahead of Usman Khawaja in the batting
order to tackle the spin duo of
Yuzvendra Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav,
and Ponting hinted that more shuffling
could take place.
"We wanted to have (favourable)
left-hand, right-hand (match-ups) with
those spinners and we thought Steven
plays spin as well as anybody, so that was
the only reason," Ponting told
cricket.Com.Au.
"It happens quite a lot in the modern game where you see that right-hand,
left-hand combination, especially if
they've got a lot of spin.
"If it's past 35 overs, you're probably not going to do it (bat Khawaja at
four), Maxwell is going every day of the
week after that. In the right time and
right moment, I think it can work really well," the former skipper explained.
Ponting also defended Australia's
top-order after it failed to fire against
India. He called the opening pair of
Aaron Finch-David Warner among the

Reshuffle on cards

Aaron Finch chats with assistant coach Brad Haddin during team’s practice session cricket.com.au/Twitter

— Courtesy © ICC Business Corporation
FZ LLC 2018

best in the world despite its underwhelming performance.
"Finch and Warner are probably as
good as openers in the world. Finchy
has turned things around really well in
the last five or six months, Davey coming back has made runs."
Warner scored an unbeaten 89 off
114 balls against Afghanistan but his
uncharacteristically sedate 56 off 84
balls against India had put pressure on
the batsmen later on.
"By his own admission, (Warner)
probably wasn't at his absolute best
(against India). He hit the field too often
early on and wasn't able to rotate as he
would have liked," Ponting said.
"Our batting was just a little bit off
again. We seemed to find the field a lot
in the first 10 overs," Ponting said.
Ponting suggested the inability of
Australia's openers to hit boundaries
early in the run chase, combined with
the untimely run out of Finch for 26,
were key moments in the game that
swayed the momentum in India's
favour.
"The run out happened at a really
crucial time (the 14th over). The
momentum had just started to turn
there, Finchy had started to find the
boundary a bit more frequently.
"We just needed someone at the top
to go on and make a big hundred like
Dhawan did and we would have been
right in the game."
"There's certainly enough skill and
enough talent to turn it around pretty
quickly," he added.
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● Shikhar Dhawan’s 117 against Australia was his third hundred in the World Cup tournament. He is the third Indian to score three tons in WC
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Dhawan out, thumbs down

CRICKETCRADLE

TODAY LIVE
Australia vs Pakistan

Fiery opener out of Cup with fractured left thumb, Iyer, Pant in replacement options

3:00 pm IST

VENUE: County Ground, Taunton

PNS n NOTTINGHAM

ust back with a handsome century
off 109 balls, going on to 117 in his
game against Australia, Dhawan
reported a fracture in his left
thumb, which all but rules him out of
the remaining part of the World Cup.
That will be a huge blow to Team
India which had not even started celebrating the fiery opener's comeback to
form when this grave news came in after
continued icepacks would not reduce
the swelling and the pain in the batter's
injured thumb.
Dhawan eventually got the scan
done in Nottingham in the evening
where the team travelled to on Monday
for its next game against New Zealand.
The scan confirmed the fracture, veritably putting him out of the World Cup.
At The Oval, where he sustained the
injury to a riser from Coulter-Nile,
Dhawan sat out when India was fielding, with Ravindra Jadeja substituting for
him for the full 50 overs.
For a fractured thumb Dhawan,
who sought mid-field medical help early
in his innings, continued to play his long
and happening innings, in obvious
pain despite the heavily taped thumb.
With Dhawan out, the team management and skipper Virat Kohli now
have a task at hand to stitch up a good
opening pair in the absence of the seasoned opener. Rishabh Pant, Shreyas
Iyer and Ambati Rayadu are the standby replacement but news is that the team
management might push for Mumbai
batsman and India A captain Iyer as he
is a specialist No 4 batsman and is currently in England.
KL Rahul is most likely to be promoted up the order to open with Rohit
Sharma and Iyer or Pant will come in
as the No 4. Ambati Rayadu who was
included as part of the stand-by team
would have been an ideal replacement
but for his strangely dried up form just
before the World Cup 2019 team was to
be announced. This, despite the fact that
he had been virtually locked in by Kohli
as the ideal No 4.
It was in 2002 that Rayadu was
noticed in England when he scored 175
in an Under-19 game. In 2004, he was
captain of the Under-19 team. In 2015,
he made it to the World Cup team but
didn't get to play a single game. In 2018,
he got picked from Asia Cup onwards,
played every game but just before the
team announcement, the runs started
drying up. As many as 44 of his 55 ODI
internationals were played in the lead up
to the World Cup and yet he was out in
the cold. At 35, that looks a done and
dusted case.
Left-hander Pant, on the other
hand, has been in and out of the team
as a specialist wicket-keeper and batter
with Dhoni firmly in place as Kohli's tactician from behind the stumps. But Pant
is often talked about as a fiery player
who has potential to push up the
Indian scores to 330 or 340. He uses the
pace to his advantage, especially in

J

MALI RETURNS
Sri Lankan fast bowler Lasith Malinga will
leave for home after Tuesday's match
against Bangladesh here, following the death
of his mother-in-law, but will return on time
for the game against Australia on Friday.
"Lasith Malinga will leave the team following
Sri Lanka's World Cup game against
Bangladesh, which will be played today, as
his Mother-In-Law has passed away," Sri
Lanka Cricket Board said on its official
Twitter handle. "He is expected to join the
team, before the team's next #CWC19
game, which will be played against Australia
on 15th."

FIRST STEP
The Indian-origin net bowler, who was hit on
the head by a powerful drive from Australia
batsman David Warner during a net session,
has started walking for the first time since
the incident. Jay Kishan Plaha has been in
hospital after the accident at The Oval on
Saturday and was monitored for delayed
signs of concussion, but a CT scan cleared
him of any major damage, 'Sky Sports'
reporterd. "Finally got my first walk in — on
the road to recovery. Glad to be recovering
well so far. Thank you to everyone who has
supported me, thank you for all the prays
(sic) around the world, means a lot to me,"
Plaha was quoted by the report as saying.

WITHIN LIMITS
Pakistan team manager Talat Ali has rubbished media reports his players have had to
be told to celebrate with restraint during the
much-anticipated World Cup clash against
India on Sunday, saying they had no extravagant plans to begin with. "No such instructions have been issued to the players. The
players met with Imran Khan at Bani Gala
before flying to London. After that the Prime
Minister has had no contact with the players," Ali, a former Test player, said. "We follow the guideline given to us by the Pakistan
Cricket Board and for us the match against
India is just like against any other team.
Obviously it is a high-profile match but we
just focus on cricket and don't have any politics in our mind," he asserted.

NO CHANGE
The International Cricket Council have
ignored pleas from World Cup stars to
resolve the bail controversy that threatens to
spoil the tournament. India captain Virat
Kohli and Australia skipper Aaron Finch
joined forces to condemn the "unfair" problem on Sunday. But despite calls for a
change to the bails, tournament organisers
have no plans to make a switch back to the
traditional wooden style. "We wouldn't
change anything mid-event as it would compromise the integrity of the event - the equipment is the same for all 10 teams across all
48 games," the International Cricket Council,
, told Sky Sports in a statement on Tuesday.
"The stumps have not changed in the last
four years. They have been used in all ICC
events since the 2015 World Cup and in a
AGENCIES
range of domestic events.
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WITH DHAWAN
OUT, THE TEAM
MANAGEMENT
AND SKIPPER
VIRAT KOHLI NOW
HAVE A TASK AT
HAND TO STITCH
UP A GOOD
OPENING PAIR IN
THE ABSENCE OF
THE SEASONED
OPENER. RISHABH
PANT, SHREYAS
IYER AND AMBATI
RAYADU ARE THE
STANDBY
REPLACEMENT

❝

Pakistani cricket fan wearing team’s jersery with Virat’s name and
number
Mazher Arshad/Twitter

Shikhar Dhawan reacts during a match against Australia

English conditions, and is dangerous
against spin too. And he has handsome
Test figures to quote where England is
concerned.

Iyer is an exciting player with 11
hundreds and 17 fifties in first class
cricket. He has the potential to control
situations and take away matches from

AP

his opponents. He has won you matches at India A level. A young and potentially exciting opener, he is waiting to be
test in ultimate circumstances.

Nottingham tie under cloud
Unexpected rains
have most of
England indoors
PNS n NOTTINGHAM

t is almost as if Moses is coming, so
heavy have the rains been in
INottingham.
A weepy city greeted
Team India, cricket officials and travelling media on Tuesday morning and
the bad news is that the intense cloud
cover, winds and cold conditions will
continue to dog activities till Friday
morning, a day after the India New
Zealand match is scheduled on
Thursday.
Monday to Wednesday is predicted to be washed out completely with
cold winds and heavy rain, even
though Thursday is being touted as a
50-50 chance between rain and dry
spells from 12 noon onwards.
Chief Meteorologist Steve
Ramsdale said: “The development of
weather conditions leading to thunderstorms and intense rainfall can happen
extremely quickly, creating a challenge
for forecasters. We have been able to
indicate the likelihood of further spells
of heavy rainfall for the rest of the week,
but the exact details will remain uncertain until nearer the events. We will
update warnings accordingly, but we
urge people to continue to check the
forecast and the app for updates during this period.”
He added: “The lighter rain on
Thursday is expected to finally come
to an end at about lunch time. The
maximum temperatures will be
around 13° Celsius and minimum

Water-logged Trent Bridge outfield

overnight around 10° C or 11° C.”
This would mean two hours of
the match time, if not more, being
washed away and a rain-cut shorter
schedule most likely to be announced
if, that is, the outfield at Trent Bridge
is in any shape to take a match on
Thursday.
Most of southern and eastern
England is under a yellow strap warning which suggests heavy rain, wind
and flooding. The yellow belt over

Nottinghamshire CCC/Twitter

MOST OF SOUTHERN AND
EASTERN ENGLAND IS
UNDER A YELLOW STRAP
WARNING WHICH
SUGGESTS HEAVY RAIN,
WIND AND FLOODING

Nottingham ends around 12 noon on
the met office website.
However, England's chief met officer said that with highly inclement,
unexpected and unpredictable weather, the forecast could change with much
larger impacts.
If the match gets abandoned, India
and New Zealand will share a point
each before the Men in Blue travel to
Manchester for their clash against
Pakistan. The last time the two neigh-

bours met in an ICC tournament was
in the Champions Trophy Final in
England which India lost to their
neighbour.
New Zealand for now are on the
top of the World Cup contenders' table
with 3 out of 3 matches in their kitty
and a robust 6 points already in the bag.
The one point from a possible washedout match against India would bring
their tally to seven as opposed to India's
five with two matches won.

